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ttlE FIRST BOOK Of

THE FAERIE QUEENE,

CANTO VII.

The RedcroJJc Knight is capti-ce made^

By Gyaunt proud oppreji :

Prince Arthurc meets zeith Una great^

ly with thofe neives diftrejh

h

VV HAT man fo wife, what earthly wittfo ware,
As to difcry the crafty cunning traine,

By which Deceipt doth mafke in vilbur faire,

And caft her couiours died deepe in graine,

/• \-
~

 fo ware,] Cautions. So, in II
Tm. i\\ 15, "Of whom be thou aare alio." Chaucer thus
defcribes his Sergeant of the Lawe, Frvl. C. T. 311.

" A Sergeant of the Lawe ware and wife/' Todd.
I. 4. Jnd caji her couiours died deepe in graine,] The fame

kind of imagery occurs in Statibrd's Niobe, 2d. edit. l6'll,
P. 2. p. 255. The author is fpeaking of t/iis movjirous age."

I yeeld to Heraclitus, and ioine teares with him; to fee, if

both wee can waih it cleane with weeping. But alas ! we can-
not : for Sin hath died it in grain ; and it will neuer change
colour, til it come to be try'd by the touch of fire." And
thus Hamlet's mother, acknowledging her guilt to her fon,
Hamlet, A. iii. S. iv.

" Thou turn'ft mine eyes into my very foul ;" And there I fee fuch black and grained fpots,
 " As will not leave their tim-}." Todd.

VOL. III. B



2 THE FAERIE QUEENE. BOOK I.

To feeme like Truth, uhofe fliape flie well

can feline, /

And fitting geftures to her purpofe frame,

The guiltleffe man with guile to entertaine ?

Great maiftreffe of her art was that falfe

Dame,
The falfe Duefla, cloked with Fideffaes name.

II.

Who when, returning from the drery Night,
She found not in that perilous Hous of Pryde,
Where flie had left, the noble RedcrolTe

Knight,
Her hoped pray ; flie would no lenger byde,
But forth flie went to feeke him far and wide.

Ere long flie fownd, whereas he wearie fate

To reft him felfe, foreby a fountaine fyde,

Difarmed all of yron-coted plate ;

And by his fide his fteed the graffy forage ate.

III.

Hee feedes upon the cooling fliade, and bayes
His fweatie forehead in the breathing wynd.
Which through the trembling leaves full

gently playes.

Wherein the chearefull birds of fundry kynd

III. 1. Hee feedes upon the coolingJJiadc,] That is, enjoys.

Su Virgil, ^4J«. iii. 339-
" Quid puer Alcanius ? fuperatiie, et vefcitur auras ?"

So the ancient books read, and not aiird: And does he feed

jipoii
the vital air i Again, St. 22.
*'
Why do j'Q longer/cec/ on loathed lijjht." Upton.



CANTO VII. THE FAERIE QUEENE. 3

Doe chaunt fvveet mudciv, to delight Ills

niyncl :

The Witch approching gan him fayrely greet,

And with reproch of carelelnes unkynd

Upbrajd, for leaving her in place unmeet.

With fowle words tempring faire, I'oure gall with

hony fvveet.

UnkindneiTe paft, they gan of iblace treat,

And bathe in pleafaunce of the ioyous fljade,

AYhich fliielded them againlt theboyiing heat.

And, with greene boughes decking a gloomy

glade.

About the fountaine like a girlond made ;

W hofe bubbling wave did ever frefnly well,

Ne ever would through fervent fommer fade :

The facred nymph, which therein wont to

dwell,

Was out of Dianes favor, as it then befell.

V.

The caufe was this : One day, when Phoebe fayre"

With all her band was following the chace.

This nymph, quite tyr'd with heat offcorching

ayre,

Satt downe to reft in middeft of the race :

The goddeffe wroth gan fowly her diigrace,

IV. 3. the boyling heaf,] In like manner
he calls the burning lands of Arable and Ynd,

" the boyling

fauds," F. Q. i. vi. 25. Todd.

5 2



4 THE t"AERlE QUEENE. BOOK T.

And badd the waters, which from her did flow,

Be fuch as flic her felfe w^as then in place.

Thenceforth her waters wexed dull and flow ;

And all, that drinke thereof, do faint and feeble

grow.
VI.

Hereof this gentle Knight unweeting was ;

And, lying downe upon the fandie graile,

Dronke of the ftreame, as cleare as chriftall

glas :

Eftfoones his manly forces gan to fayle,

A nd mightie flrong was turnd to feeble frayle.

His chaunged powres at firfl: themfelves not

felt;

Till crudled cold his corage gan aflayle,

And cheareful blood infayntnes chill did melt,

Which, like a fever fit, through all his bodie

fwelt.

V. 8. Thenceforth her waters wcxed dull andjlo-w ;

And all, that drinke thereof, dofaint andfeeble grorc.1

This metamorphofis is exactly after the Ovidian ftrain; and

the wonderful effects of this water are agreealjle to what natural

philofophers relate of fome flreams. See what the commen-

tators have cited on the following verfes of Ov. Met. xv. 3 J 7-

"
Quodque magis mirum, funt, qui non corpora tantuiu,

*' Verum animos etiam\'alcant niutare, liquores :

" Cui non audita ell obfcena^ Sahnacis unda,
"

iEthiopefque lacus ? quos fi quis faucibus haufif,

' Aut furit, aut mirum patitur gravitate foporem."
A fountain of like nature is mentioned in Taflb, C. xiv. T-t.

Upton.
VI. 2. the fandie grade,] Some particles,

or gravel. Grele from gracilis. See IMenage, and note oii

F, Q. ii. X. 53. Upton.



CANTO VII. THE FAERIE QUEEXE. 5

yii.

Yet goodly court he made ilill to his Dame,
Pourd OLit in loofneffe on the graffy grownd.
Both careleffe of his health, and of his fame :

Till at the laft he heard a dreadful! fownd,
Which through the wood loud bellowing did

rebownd.

That all the earth for terror feemd to fliake.

And trees did tremble. Th' Elfe, therewith

aftownd,

Upftarted lightly from his loofer Make,
And his unready weapons gan in hand to take.

VIII.

But ere he could his armour on him dight,
Or gett his ihield, his monftrous enimy
AVith fturdie fteps came (talking in his

fight,

And hideous Geaunt, horrible and hye,

VII. 8.  

/lis loofer Make,] Bhtke here figni-
fies compcmion. See alfo llanza xv. So Chaucer, p. 537, ver.

57. edit. Urr.
"

Every falfe man hath a Make." Church.
VIII. 2. his monftrous enitjiy

With fturdie fteps came ftalking in his fight,
An hideous Geaunt, horrible and hj/e,] The pidur-

efque image of this monftrous giant appears, as the poet ii^-

tended it Ihould, terrible and vaft ; the very meafure of the

verfe, and the iteration of the letters, contributing no fmall
fhare in this defcription

—JVith fturdie fteps came ftalking—
Homer defcribes the warrior, /xaxpa /3iCw»t«. So Milton o{
Satan, Par. Loft, B. vi. lOg.

"
Satan, with vaft and haughtie ftrides advanc'd," Came towering

—"

But Milton has a pafl'age nearer ftill to our poet, whom both
in the expreflion, and in the iteration of the letters, he plainly
imitates, Far. Loft, B. ii. 676.

B 3



6 THE FAERIE QUEENE. BOOK I.

That with his taUneffe leemcl to threat the

fkje ;

The ground eke groned under him for di*eed :

His hving hke fjiw never hving eye,

Ne durft behold ; his ftature did exceed

Tiie hioht of three the tallelt fonnes of mortall

feed.

IX.

The greateft Earth his iincouth mother was.

And bluftring iEohis his boafted fyre ;

Who with his breath, which through the world

doth pas,

Pier hollow womb did fecretly infpyre,

And fild her hidden caves with ftorniie yre,

That flie conceiv'd ; and trebling the dew time,

" The monfter moving onward came as faft

^' With- horrid It ride s ; Hell trembled as he ftrode."

So Spenfer,
" The ground eke groned under him for dread."

And Homer, who led the way, //. /. 18.

IX. 1. The greatcji Earth his iincouth mother 'was,'] Ilefiod

fays the giants were born of Heaven and Earth, and calls this

brood YnEPH<l)ANA TEKNA. Ilyginus, nearer flil! to our pur-

pofe,
" Ex jEthcre ik. Terra Supcrbia :" v.'hich anfwers to this

Giant's name Orgoglio. Ital, Orgoglio. Gall. Orgueil. The

etymology of which, according to Menage is, ofydw, fi/v/eo.

And to this etymology Spenfer feems to allude when he lays,

Piifi vp "with idude ; and lilicwife by fo elegantly departing
from the ancient mythologifts, who make Pride the offspring
of Heaven and Earth: for JEthcr in Ilyginus is Heaven.

Whether Spenfer interprets Ilyginus, and the mythologifts,

right, is not now the queftion ; 'tis fufficient if he has applied
them to his purpofe ; and hay aded the poet, not the ferviie

imitator. Upton.
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In wbicli the wombes of wemen do expjre.

Brought forth this monftrous maffe of earthly

flyme,

Puft up with emptie wynd, and fild with fmfuli

cryme.

So growen great, througli arrogant dehght
Of th' high defcent whereof he was yborne.
And through prefumption of his matchleffe

might,
All other powTes and knighthood he did

fcorne.

Such now he marcheth to this man forlorne.

And left to loffe ; his llalking fteps are ftayde

Upon a fnaggy oke, which he had torne

Out of his mothers bowelles, and it made

His mortall mace, w herewith his foemen he dif-

mayde.
XI.

That, when the Knight he fpyde, he gan ad-

vaunce

With huge force and inf{ipportable maj^ne.

And towardeshim with dreadfuil fu ry praunce ;

Who hapleffe, and eke hopeleffe, all in vaine

IX. 7. do expyre,] That is, fend forthy
or bringforth. Lat. expiro. So it is ufed in F. Q. iv. i. 54-.

Church.
X. 6. • hisJlalking jicps are flaydc

Upon a fnnggij

'

okc,'\ In the romance of Betit of

Hampton, a giant uies the lame fupporter :

" His Itaffe was a voLincv oake." Todd.

B 4



8 THE FAERIE QUEENE. BOOK I.

Did to him pace fad battaile to darrayne,

Didvrmd, dilgrafte, and inwardly diimayde;
And eke lb taint in every ioynt and vayne,

I'hrough that fraile fountain, which him feeble

made,
That fcarfely could he weeld his bootleffe hngle

blade,

XII.

The Geaunt ftrooke fo maynly mercileffe,

That could have overthrowne a llony towre ;

And, were not hevenly grace that did him

blefle,

He had beene pouldred all, as thin as flowre ;

But he was wary of that deadly ftowre,

And li2:htlv lept from underneath the blow ;

Yet fo exceeding was the villeins powre,
That with the winde it did him overthrow,

And all his fences floond, that flill he lay full low,

Xili.

As when that divelifli yron engin, wrought

XI. 6. difgrafte,] That is, cUjj'olute, debauched.
See ft. 51. Church.

XII. 4- : pouldred] Beaten to diijl. Tr. pouldrcr.
See Cotgrave's Dift. And ft. xiv. And note on pouldred, F. Q.
iii. ii. 25. Todd,

XIII. 1. As xv/icn t/iaf d'i\e\\(h yro^ eng\n,'\ This expreflionhe
had from Anofto, C. xi. C3.

" La machina infernal." So in C. ix,
"• O maladetto, O abbominofo ordigno,
" Che fabbricato nel tartareo fondo
"

Fofti per man di Belzebu mahgno —"

Jlcnce Milton, fpeaking of this devililh enginry ;

" Such implements of mifchief, as Ihall dafh
^* To pieces, and o'^rwhelm whatever ftan^s
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In deepeft hell, and framd by Furies fkill,

With windy nitre and quick lulphur fraught,

And ramd with bollet rownd, ordaind to kill,

Conceiveth fyre ; the heavens it doth fill

With tlmndring noyle, and all the ayre doth

choke,

That none can breath, nor fee, nor heare at

will.

Through fmouldry cloud of dufkifli flincking

inioke ;

That th' only breath him daunts, who hath efcapt

the llroke.

XIV.

So daunted when the Geaunt faw the Knight,
His heavie hand he heaved up on hye.

And him to duft thought to have battred

quight,

"
Adverfe, that they fliall fear we have difarm'd

"
'J"he Thunderer of his only dreaded bolt."

Raphael, then addreliing Adam, tells him ;

"
Haply, of thy race

" In future days, if malice iliould abound,
" Some one intent on mifchief, or infpired
" With dcviUjh madiination, might devife
" Like hijlrument to plague ihcfons of men." UptoN",

XIII. 9. That th' only breath] So, in F. Q. v. xi. 30.
" As if the ontl^ found —"

Again, vi, vii. 31.
" That with the onely twinckle of her eye

—"

And, .in his Ilymnc of Heaven lie Love:
*' And with his

o/te/j/ breath them blew away —"

JMilton too, Far. Lojl, B. v. 5.
" which the oiih/ found

" Of leaves and fuaiing rills, ike."

Only fignifies alone. See Dr. Newton's note. Church.
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Untill Dueffix loud to him gan crye ;

" O great Orgoglio, greatelt under ikje,

O ! hold thy mortall hand for Ladies fake ;

Hold for my fake, and doe him not to dye.

But vanquiflit thine eternall bondflave make.

And me, thy worthy meed, unto thy leman

take/'

XV.

He hearkned, and did flay from further harmes,

To gayne fo goodly guerdon as ihe fpake :

So willingly flie came into his armes.

Who her as willingly to grace did take,

And was poffeffed of his newfound Make.

Then up he tooke the llombred fencelelTe

corfe ;

And, ere he could out of his fwowne awake.

Him to his caftle brought with haftie forfe,

And in adongeon deepe him threw without re-

mo rfe.

XVI.

From that day forth Dueffa was his deare,

XIV. 7 . doe him not to dye,] So Chaucer,

Horn. R.\06\.
" And doen to die

" Thele lofengeours, with her tlatterie."

The inftances of this expreffion are innumerable, both .in

Chaucer, and in our author. This is, Je luiferai mourir, Fr.

Farolio morirc. Ital. T. Warton.
XVI, 1. From that dm/ forth Dueffa &c.] This defcription

of Dueffa magnificently arrayed, clothed in purple, having a

cup in her hand, fitting on a Dragon who had feven heads,

and who threw down the ftars with his tail, is taken from the

Apucali/pje, ch. xii. and ch. xvii. Johtin.



CANTO VII. THE FAERIE dUEENE. H
And bigbly lionourd in his haughtie eye j

He gave her gold and purple pall to weare,

And triple crowne let on her head full hye,

And her endowd with royall maieflye :

Then, for to make her dreaded more of men,
And peoples hartes with awfull terror tye,

A monftrous Beaft ybredd in filthy fen

He chofe, which he had kept long time in dark-

fom den.

XVII.

Such one it was, as that renowmed fnake

Which great Alcides in Stremona Hew,

lie has plainly likewife Daniel in view, ch, vii. 7, when he

relates of the beaft in It. 18,
" And underneath hisJiltJn! feet did tread
" The lacred things
" An yron breji, and back of fcaly bras." Upton.

XVI. 5. And her endowd tcith roi/all )naiejtye ;] Now the

complete whore,
" She faith in her heart IJit a queen." Rev.

xviii. 7. Upton.
XVII. 2. Whieh great Akides in ^irexnonnjlew,'] Strijmon

is a city and a river in Thrace, and fometimes ufed for Thiace
itfelf : 'tis ufual for Spenfer, as well as other writers, to ufe

proper names in the oblique cafes : Now as Thrace was re-

markable for its feditions, and facred to the ravaging god of

war ; the Hydra, foftered in Lerne, (the proper emblem of

fedition,) might well be laid to have made its abode in-Thrace.
 —"

Stri/munis impia ftagna," Statins Theb. ix. iSS.
 Some perhaps may think that Spenfer has confounded the

places of llercules's labours
; or, inllead of Ami/munc, that

either he, or fome romance-writer whom he might follow,

wrote Strymone corruptedly. This fnake uied to harbour
-ura-^x.

Tui 'cry,'ya? xi)? AMYMHNHS, Apollod. p. 102, where this adven-
ture of Hercules is related. But the above-mentioned allegory
and allufion is agreeable to Spenfer's manner of adding to, or

departing from, the ancient mythology, juit as ferves the fcheme

pf his fairy tale. Upton.
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Long follred in the filth of Lerna lake :

Whofe many heades out-budding ever new

Did breed him endlelle labor to fubdew.

But this fame Monfter much more ugly was ;

For feven great heads out of his body grew,
An yron breft, and back of fcaly bras,

And all embrewd in blood his eyes did Ihine

as glas.
XVIII.

His tayle was flretched out in wondrous length.

That to the hous of hevenly gods it raught ;

And with extorted powre, and borrow'd

itrength,

The everburning lamps from thence it braught,

And prowdly threw to ground, as things of

naught ;

And underneath his filthy feet did tread

The facred thinges, and holy heaftes fore-

taught.

XVII. 8. • arid back offcaly bras,

And all embrewd in blood Ids eyes didjhine as glasJ]
This is the ufual defcription of dragons in romance. Thus, in

Bevis of Hampton :

" His fcales [were] bright as the glaiTe,
" And hard they were as any bralTe." Todd.

XVIII. 7. /loly heajlcs foretaught.] Mr.

Upton reads, contrary to all the editions except that of Ton-
fon's in 1758, fortaiight ; which, he fays, it ought to be, as

fignifying
"

mifintcrpreted, wrongly and •wickedly taught the

conmiandments of God ;" the word being compounded oi for
and taught ; for, in compofition, fometimes giving the word an

ill lenfe : See his Gloflary.
But thoughyb;- ixvidfore are frequently confounded in com-

pofition, we may here coniii^QXforetaught as a participle (and
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Upon this dreadfull Beaft with fevenfold

head

He fett the falfe Dueffa, for more aw and dread.

XIX.

The wofull Dwarfe, which faw his Maifters fall,

(Whiles he had keeping of his grafing fteed,)

And valiant Knight become a caytive thrall ;

AVhen all was paft, tooke up his forlorne

weed ;

His mightie armour, miffing mod at need ;

His iilver fliield, now idle, maiilerlefife ;

His poynant fpeare, that many made to bleed ;

The riiefal moniments of heavineffe ;

And with them all departes, to tell his great
diftreife.

of a very different fignification) agreeing with heajles or com-
mandments

; and then the word may not feem to have beea

milprinted, as Mr. Upton would affirm. It is the contemptuous
behaviour of the beaft which is here defcribed ; he defpifes
alike " the facred things, and the holy heaftes foretaught,"
i. e. the divine precepts before taught : Thefe, which had been

long reverenced, and were aforetime inculcated, it is in cha-
ra(5ter for him to infult, and metaphorically to tread under his

feet. Todd.
XIX. 4. /lis forlorne weed;] Hereforlorne

is accented on the firft fyllable. So it feems to be in ft. 43.
See alfo F. Q. i. i. 9, i. iii. 43, i. vi. 22, &c. But on the
fecond fyllable, F. Q. i. vii. 10, ii. i. 22, &c. Shakfpeare
has alfo accented the word on the firft fyllable, Firji Part
K. Heu. VI. A. i. S. ii.

" Now for the honour of i\\eforlorn French."

But, in other places, on the fecond. Todd.
XIX. 6. His filver Ihield, now idle,] Hence Milton, iri

his Ode Nativ. v. 55.
*' The iUk fpear Sindjhield were high up hung."

Tqdd.
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XX.

He had not travaild long, when on the way
He wofall Lady, wofull Una, met

Faft flying from that Paynims greedy pra}^,

Whileft Satyrane him from purluit did let :

Who when her eyes flie on the Dwarf had fet,

And faw the fignes that deadly tydinges

fpake,

She fell to ground for forrowfull regret.

And lively breath her fad breft did forfake ;

Yet might her pitteous hart be feen to pant and

quake.
XXI.

The mefifenger of fo unhappie newes

Would faine have dyde ; dead was his hart

within ;

Yet outwardly fome little comfort fliewes :

At laft, recovering hart, he does begin

To rub her temples, and to chaufe her chin,

And everie tender part does toffe and turne ;

So hardly he the flitted life does win

XX. 3. the Faynims] Sansloy's. The is

probably Spenfer's own corre6Hon. The firll edition reads

that, which the quarto of 1751, and Mr. Church, adopt. The
fecond edition reads the, which every other fublequent im-

preflion follows. Todd.
XXI. 2. dead was his hart within ;] This is

a phrafe in Scripture. I Sam. xxv. 37. Speaking of Nabal,
•' His heart died within him, and he became as a ftone." Uptoij.

XXI. 5. • to chaufe her chin,] Her face.

'Tis a hard matter to find lb many rhymes, and lb much good
fenle, both together. However Iloraee ufes mcnto for i\xefucc,

L. ii. Od. 7. ver, 12. Upxon.



CANTO VII. THE FAERIE QUEENE. 15

Unto her native prifon to retourne.

Then gins her grieved ghoft thus to lament and

mourne :

XXII.

" Ye dreary inftruments of doleful! fight,

That doe this deadly fpeftacle behold,

Why doe ye lenger feed on loathed light,

Or liking find to gaze on earthly mould,

Sith cruell fates the carefull threds unfould,

The which my life and love together tyde ?

Now let the ftony dart of fenceleffe Cold

Perce to my hart, and pas through everie

fide ;

And let eternall night fo fad fight fro me hyde.

XXIII.

" O lightfome Day, the lampe of higheft love,

Firft made by him mens wandring wayes to

guyde,
When Darkneffe he in deepeft dongeon drove ;

Henceforth thy hated face for ever hyde.
And lliut up heavens windowes (hyning wyde :

XXII. 7.   

fenceleffe Cold] Cold, I ap-

prehend, is here reprefented as a perfon ;
as likewile in Itauza

xxxix. Church.
XXII. 9. fo fad fight] Sight is omitted in the

firft edition, but fupplied in the fecond. Church.
XXIII. 3. When Darkneffe he in deepeji dongeon drove;}

Darknefs is a perfon. He feems to have in view Manilius,
L. i. 126.

——r-
*'

Miindumque enixa nitentem,
"

Fugit in infernas Caligo pulfa tenebras." Upton.
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For earthly fight can nought butforrow breed,
And late repentance, which fliail long abyde.
Mine eyes no more on vanitie fhall feed,

But, feeled up with death, fliall have their deadly
meed."

XXIV.

Then downe againe (lie fell unto the ground ;

But he her quickly reared up againe :

Thrife did Ihe finke adowne in deadly fwownd,
And thrife he her revived with buiie paine.
At laft when Life recover'd had the raine,

And over-wreftled his ftrong Enimy,
With foltring tong, and trembling everie

vaine,
" Tell on," quoth flie,

" the wofull traged}^
The which thefe reliqucs fad prefent unto mine

eye:
XXV.

"
Tempeftuous Fortune hath fpent all her fpight.
And thrilling Sorrow throwne his utmoft dart:

Thy fad tong cannot tell more heavy plight
Then that I feele, and harbour in mine hart :

XXIV. 6. Enimy,] Deat/i. Life and
Death are liere repreiented as perfons ; fo are Sorrow and
Fortune in the next ftunza. Church.
XXIV. 9. The which thefe reliques lad pre/cut unto mine eye :"[

Pointing to the armour of the Redcrofie Knight; and here let

me not pafs over the great art of our poet in preferring his

allegory to the eftabliihed rules of chivalry : every conquercjr
feized on the arms of the conquered as his lawful prey, and
as trophies of honour. But what has this Man of Sin to do
with Chriftian panoply ? See above ft. 19. UptoxV.
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Who hath endured the whole, can beare ech

part.

If death it be ; it is not the firft wound,

That launched liath my breft with bleeding

fmart.

Begin, and end the bitter balefuU ftound ;

If lefie then that I feare, more favour I have

found/'

XXVI.

Then 2an the Dwarfe the whole difcourfe de-

clare ;

The fubtile traines of Archimago old ;

The wanton loves of falfe Fidefia fajre,

Bought with the blood of vanquiflit Paynim
bold ;

The wretched Payre transformd to treen

mould ;

The' Houfe ofPryde, and perilles round about ;

The combat, which he with Sansioy did hould ;

The lucklelTe conflict with the Gyaunt ftout,

Wherein captiv'd, of life or death he flood in

doubt.

XXVII.

She heard with patience all unto the end ;

And ftrove to maifter forrowfull aiTay, ,

AVhich greater grew, the more (he did contend,

XXVI. 9. of life or death he Jlood in iloubi.] That

is, the Dwarf was doubtful whether the Redcrofle Kuiglit was

yet Uving. Church.

VOL. III. C
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And almoft rent her tender hart in tway ;

And love frefli coles unto her fire did lay :

For greater love, the greater is the lolle.

Was never Lady loved dearer day
Then flie did love the Knight of the Red-

croffe ;

For whofe deare fake ih many troubles her did

toffe.

XXVIII.

At lafl when fervent forrow flaked was.

She up arofe, refolving him to find

Alive or dead ; and forward forth doth pas,

All as the Dwarfe the way to her affynd :

And evermore, in conflant carefull mind,

She fedd her wound with frefh renewed bale:

Long tofl with ftormes, and bet with bitter

wind,

High over hills, and lowe adowne the dale,

§he wandred many a wood, and meafurd many
a vale.

XXVII. 7- Jfos never Lady loved dearer day] Spenfer has

many pleonaftical expreffions ; day feems here abundant: No
Lady loved any one dearer, than Una loved the Redcrofle

Knight.
" Abraham defired to fee my day, i. e. me." John viii.

56". Pj'al. cii. 2.
" In the day when 1 call," i. e. when I call,

Prov. xxiv. 10.
" In the day of adverfity," i. e. in adverfity.

Eccl. vii. 14. " In the day of profperity," i. e. in profperity.

Homer, Od.
p'.

323. oaXio*
?jx«p. dks fervitutis, i. e. fervitus,

Schol, ^ii'Kiov
h^ci^ r> ^ii?Jicc. See F. Q. ii. xii. 74.

" See—in Ipriiiging floure the image of thy day :"

i. e. thy oxen image. Again, i. viii. 43.
" Whofe prefence I have lackt too long a day :

i. e. too long, Upton.
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XXIX.

At laft flie cbaunced by good hap to meet

A goodly Knight, faire marching by the way,

Together with his Squyre, arayed meet :

His gUtterand armour ihined far away,

Likeglauncing hght of" Phoebus brighteft ray;

From top to toe no place appeared bare,

That deadly dint of fteele endanger may :

Athwart his breft a bauldrick brave he ware,

That fliind, like twinkling ftars, with ftones

moil pretious rare :

XXX.

And, in the midft tliereof, one pretious ftone

Of wondrous worth, and eke of wondrous

mights,

Shapt like a Ladies head, exceeding {hone,

XXIX. 1. At lajljlie chaunced by good hap to meet

A goodly Knight,] This is the firll time that

the Briton Prince makes his appearance; and, that his image

might well be iniprefled on the reader's mind, he is delcribed

at large, and takes up nine whole ftanzas. Sublimity and gran-
deur require room to fhew themfelves, and to expatiate at

large. And this is exactly after the manner of the great Gre-

cian mafter, who often paints his heroes at full length. See

likewife the magnificent figure he makes ! for he is JNIagnifi-

cence itfelf. He is attended with a Squire ;
like the Knights

in romance writers : Not fo the Chrillian Knight ; he and Una
have only a Dwarf betwixt them to carry their needments.

Upton.
XXIX. 4. JJiined'] See the note onfiyned, F. Q.

i. iv. 10, and the ninth line of this ftanza. Todd.
XXX. 1. And, in the midft thereof, one pretious Jione

—
Shapt like a Ladies head,] Prince Arthur's

armour was made by the fage Merlin. The baldrick or beU, was

the ufual ornament of heroes, Virg. iE». ix. 35S.
"

Aure^

C 2
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Like Hefperus emongft the lelFer lights,
And ftrove for to amaze the weaker fights t

Thereby his mortall blade full comely hong
In yvory flieath, ycarv'd with curious

flights,
Whofe hilts were burniflit gold ; and handle

ftrong
Of mother perle ; and buckled with a golden

tong.

XXXI.

His haughtie helmet, horrid all with gold,

bullis cingula." That beautiful baldrick of Pallas, fo fatal to

Tunius, is well known. But, among the pretious ftones which
ornamented this belt, there was one in the midft, Jhapt Ukt a
Ladies head: meaning the Faerie Queene ; by whom every
one knows who is reprefented.—Spenfer departs fiom Jeftry of
Monmouth, and the romance hiftory of Prince Arthur

; and
indeed from all the ftoi ies of our old Englilh writers, in many
of the circumftances relating to this Britilh prince, that he
might make a hero for his poem, and not a poem for his
hero. They tell you that his fliield was named Fridwen ; his
fword Ca/iburn or Excalibur (Spenfer, Mordure,) and his ipear
Roan. They fay likewife that on Arthur's fliield was painted
the image of the Virgin Mary. Upton.
XXXI. 1. . horrid all icith gold,] This is

very poetical. So Virg. Mn. xii. 87.
*'

Ipfe dehinc aitro J'qvalcutem alboque orichalco
"

Circymdat loricam hunieris."
And TalVo, C. xv. 48.

"
Inalza. d' oro fqiiaUido ^qnamok" Le crefte, e'l capo— "

And Milton, Par. Loft, B. v. SoG.
 

" When their retinue long" Of horfes led, and groomes bej'meard -with gold," Dazles the croud, and lets them all agape."
Spenfer had Virgil, or Tallb, in view where the latter dcfcribcs
the Soldan's helmet, C. ix. 25.

" Porta il Soldan su I'elmo hovrido, e graude"
Serpe, che ft dilunga, e'l collo luoda,
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Both glorious brightnelTe and great terrour

bredd :

For all the creft a dragon did enfold

With greedie pawes, and over all did fpredd

His golden winges ; his dreadfull hideous

hedd,

Clofe couched on the bever, feemd to throw

From flaming mouth bright fparckles fiery

redd,

That fuddeine horrour to faint hartes did

ihow ;

And fcaly tayle was flretcht adowne his back

full low.

XXXII.

Upon the top of all his loftie creft,

A bounch of heares difcolourd diverfly,

With fprincled pearle and gold full richly

dreft,

*'
Sil le zampe s'inal/a, e I'ali fpande,

" E piega in arco la forcuta coda.
** Par che tre lingue vibri, e die fuor mande
" Livida fpuma, e che '1 fuo fifchio s'oda.

" Et hor, ch' arde la pugna, anch' ei s' iufiainma
" Nel moto, e fumo verl'a infiene, e fiamma."

And Taffo plainly copies Virgil, jEh. \ii. 785, &c. Uptok.
XXXI. 3. For all the crejl &c.] Such was the creft of

Prince Arthur's father, Uther, who was therefore called Pf/J-

dragon. Pfw, in Welch, fignifies a /leflrf. Church.
XXXII. 2. A huimch of heares difcolourd diverjiij,] This

verfe he has had before C. ii. St. 11. He could not better it,

therefore he does not alter it : and in this he follows Homer.
The ancient crefts were of feathers or of horfes hair : Virgil

defcribes Turnus wearing a golden helmet with crinifon plumes,

^n. ix. 49.
*'

Crilluque tegit galea aurea rubra," Upton.

c 3
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Did Aiake, and feemd to daunce for iollity ;

Like to an almond tree ymounted hye
On top of greene Selinis all alone,

With blofibms brave bedecked daintily ;

Wliofe tender locks do tremble every one

At everie little breath, that under heaven is

blowne.

XXXII. 6. Sc/inis] It (houM rather be Selhnis,
" Palmofa

Scliiivs." \'irg. ^E?i. iii. 705 ; a town in Cilicia, I'o named. But

Sprnler feldom takes a proper name without altering it. The
iimi]e of the almond tree is exceeding elegant, and much after

the caft of that admired image in Homer, U.
p'. 51, &c.

^

* Upton..
I was furprifed, fays Mr. Steevens,

** to find this much and

juftly celebrated finiile inffited almolt word for word in IMar-

low's tragedy of Tamhiirlmne. The earlieft edition of the

Faerie Qvceiic was publilhed in 15f)0, and Tamburlame had been

reprefented in or before the year 1588, as appears from the

preface to Permedes the Blackjmth, l)y Robert Greene. The
firll copy, however, that I meet with, is in 15.90, and the next
in 155)3." Shakfpeare, vol. ix. p. <}0. edit. 1793.

There is, howe\er, little reafon, I thjnk, to fuppofe Spenfer
the plagiarift. Spenfer had finiflicd this part of the Faerie

Qiiee/ie before the a<fting of Tainburlaine ; the fecond book of

this poem i'^ ahjbluteJi/ (jiiofed in a little volume, entitled TAe

Arcadian PJicforike, by Abraham Fraunce, which was entered

on the Stationers Books, June 11, 1588. See Sign. E. 3. where
a part of ftanza 35, canto 4, book the fecond, is accurately
cited. Spenfer's poem, we may fuppofe, had been handed
about in manufcript ;

INIarlow perhaps had feen it, and, like

Bayes, entered this admirable fimile into his book of L>ra?iia

common-places ; and, by leaving out a few words, or putting in

others of his own, the bufmefs wat.^ done !
—I fubjoin the fimile,

p.s cited by Mr. Steevens, from the blullering Tamburlainc
»•

" Like to an almond-tree ymounted high
"
Upon the lofty and celeftial mount
Of ever-green Selinis, quaintly deck'd

With bloom more bright than Erycina's brows;
" Whofe tender bloffoms tremble every one
* At every little breath from heaven is blown." Todd,
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XXXIII.

His warlike (Lield all clofely caver'd was,

Ne might of mortall eye be ever feene ;

Not made of ileele, nor of enduring bras,

(Such earthly mettals foon confumed beene,)

But all of diamond perfe6\; pure and cleene

It framed was, one mafiy entire mould,

Hew'n out of adamant rocke with engines

keene.

That point of fpeare it never percen could,

Ne dint of direful! fword divide the fubftance

would.

XXXIV.

The fame to wight he never wont difclofe,

XXXIII. 5. Tpnrc and cleene] Mr. Upton

propofes to xeaAJJieene inftead of cleene. But if this alteration

is neceffary here, is it not likewife equally fo in the followiug

verfes, F. Q. i. i. 58.
" And that bright towre all built of cryftall cleene."

Again, i. ix. 4.

 
" the river Dee, as filver cleene"—

And, in Sonnet 45.
" Leave lady in your glafle of cryftal clceneT

Harington, in a tranilation of an epigram of James I. on Sir

Philip Sidney's death, ufes clean as an epithet to Venus's

carknet, i. e. necklace. See his Notes on Od. Fur. B. 37-
" She threw away her rings and carknet cleene."

In Chaucer clean is attributed to fun-beams, Tr. and C)\

b. 5. V. g.
" The golden treffid Phoebus high on lofte
"

Thryis had with his bemis dene
" The fnowis molte."

The printed copies read clere. But the poet manifeftly wrote

dene, to make out the rhyme with grene, and qiiene ; and

dene is the reading in a manufcript of Trailus and CseJjUlay

formerly belonging to Sir H. Spelman, T. Warton.
XXXIV. 1. The fame to wight &c.] In bia defcription of

C 4
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But whenas monfters huge he would difmay,
Or daunt unequall armies of his foes,

Or when the flying heavens he would affray :

For fo exceeding fhone his gliftring ray,
That Phosbus golden face it did attaint,

As when a cloud his beames doth over-lay ;

And filver Cynthia wexed pale and faynt,
As when her face is flaynd with magicke arts

conltraint.

this fhi'-ikl, he feems to have had in view the JEgis of Jupiter
and Minerva, //.

p'. 593 &c. See alio Valerius Flaccus, L. vi.

3.96' et leq. VMiat he iays of frightening the heavens, &c. is in

the %le of Statius, Thch. vii, 45.
"

Lajditur adverfum Phaebi jubar, ipfaque fedem
" L7IX timet, et dirus contrijiatftdera fulgor."

And Theb. vi. 6"6o.
"

Qualis Briftoniis clipeiis Mavortis in arvis
" Luce mala Pangea ieni, folcmque rcfulgens" Territut—"

When he lays that Prince Arthur was too brave to make ufe
ot his fliield uncovered, vnlefs vpon extraordinary occafions, he
fecms to have had Perfeus in view. Ovid, Met. v. 177.

" Veruni ubi virtutem turb.-p fuccumber'e vidit,"
Auxilium, Perfeus, quoniam fie cogitis ipfi,"
Dixit, ab hofte petam : vultus avertite veftros," Si quis amicus adeft : et Gorgonis extulit ora."

JoRTITf.
This is rather the fliield of Atlanta, Orl Fur. C. ii. ft. 53.

" D'un bello drappo di feta avea coperto" Lo Icudo in braccio il cavalier celelte.
" Come avelTe, non fo, tanto fofterto
" Di tenerlo nafcofto in quclla vefte ;

'

" Ch' immantinente, che lo nioftra aperto," Forza e chi '1 mira abbarbagliato refte," E cada, come corpo morto cade." T. Wartot,
XXXIV. 7. As when a cloud kc] See F. Q. vii. vi. \6.

This opinion of the ancients is well expreiled in Far. Lojl, B,
ii. 66'2, &c. Church.
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XXXV.

No magicke arts hereof had any might,

Nor bloody wordes of bold Enchauiiters call ;

But all that was not fuch as feenid in fight

Before that (liield did fade, and faddeine fall :

And, when him lift the raikall routes ap-

pall.

Men into ftones therewith he could tranfmew,

And ftones to duft, and duft to nought at all;

And, when him lift the prouder lookes fubdew.

He would them gazing bhnd, or turne to other

hew.
XXXVI.

Ne let it feeme that credence this erxceedes ;

For he, that made the fame, was knowne

right well

To have done much more admirable deedes :

It Merlin was, which whylome did excell

All living wightes in might of magicke fpell :

Both lliield, and fword, and armour all he

wrought
For this young Prince, when firft to armes

he fell ;

But, when he dyde, the Faery Queene it

brought
To Faerie lond ; where yet it may be feene, if

fought.
XXXVII.

A gentle youth, his dearely loved Squire,
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His fpeare of heben wood behind him bare,

Whofe harmeful head, thrife heated in the fire,

Had riven many a breft with pikehe^jd fquare;
A goodly perfon ; and could menage faire

His ftubborne fteed with curbed canon bitt.

Who under him did trample as the aire.

And chauft, that any on his backe fhould fitt;

The yron rowels into frothy fome he bitt.

XXXVIII.

"VVhenas this Knight nigh to the Lady drew,
With lovely court he gan her entertaine ;

XXXVII. 2. His fpeare of heben wood] Prince Arthur's

fpear was madfe of the black ebojir/ wood, fays Spenfer. Jeffry of

Monmouth, and the romance writer of the life of prince Arthur,
tell us the name of his fpear was called Roan ; from its tawny,
blackifii caft ; which comes from liavus, ravanus, rotano, roano,
roan. Upton.
XXXVII. 6.

;^
with airbed canon] The canon is

that part of a horfe-bitt which is let into the mouth.
Church.

XXXVII. 7- did trample as the aire,] The firft

edition reads amble, which the edition of 1751 and Mr. Church
follow ; and Mr. Church remarks that " the ambling of a horfe
well reprefents the vndtdation of the air." But trample, the

reading of the fecond edition, was moll probably, as JNlr. Upton
obferves, Spenfer's correction. " He never," fays the indig-
nant critick,

"
fet his honoured Squire upon an ambling nag i

but trampling the ground is very poetical. See F. Q. i. v. 28,
ii. i. 7. And Virgil, Georg. iii. 88, Mn. viii. 596." Every other
edition alio reads trample.

In chivalry, however, the ambling nag is not unnoticed. See
De St. Palaye's iUe?». fur L'Jnc. Chevalerie, Mem. de 1' Acad,
dcs Infcript. tom. xx. p. 6o6 : Speaking of the Squires attend-

ing their mafter :
" D'autres portoient Ion pennon, fa lance, &

fon epee ; mais, lorfq' il etoit feulement en route, il ne montoit

qu'un chcval d' une allure aifee & commode, rouilin, courtant,
chcial amblant ou d'amble, cScc." Todd.
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But, when he heard her aunfwers loth, heknew

Some fecret forrow did her heart diftraine :

Which to allay, and calme her ftorming paine,

Faire feehng words he wifely gan dilplay,

And, for her humor fitting purpofe faine,

To tempt the caufe it felfe for to bewray ;

Wherewith enmovd, thefe bleeding words (lie

gan to fay ;

XXXIX.

" What worlds delight, or ioy of living fpeach,

Can hart, fo plungd in fea of forrowes deep.

And heaped with fo huge misfortunes, reach?

The carefull Cold beginneth for to creep,

And in my heart his yron arrow fleep,

Soone as I thioke upon my bitter bale.

Such helplelle harmes yts better hidden keep,

Then rip up griefe, where it may not availe ;

My laft left comfort is my woes to weepe and

waile."

XXXVIII. 9. Wherewith enmovd,] So the firft quarto

reads, which moil editions follow. The fecond, however,
reads emmovd, which is preferred by Mr. Church. But en-

moved is more in Speni'er's manner. See the note on eiimovdj

F. Q. i. ix. 48. Todd.
XXXIX. 4. The carefull Cold] This cxpretTion The care-

full cold—he has in his Shep. Calend. December,
" The- carefull

cold hath nipt my rugged rinde." Spenfer's friend, in his

rotes, obi'erves that cold is named carefull becaufe care is faid

to cool the blood. He frecjuently has the fame allulion. See

F. Q. i. vi, 37, i. vii. 23, ii. i. 42, &c. So Homer, and llefiod,

wa;)(;i'2Tak itrof.
And Euripides, Hippol. 803.

AvTT I na-yyu^i'-rr >? tto
o-U|i>(,'popa?

Tivo? ; UpTON.
XXXIX. y. Mij laft left comfort is\ The ^reutejl comfort
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XL.
"
AliLadydeare/* quoth then the gentle Knight,
" Well may I ween your griefe is wondrous

great ;

For wondrous great griefe groneth in my
fpright,

Whiles thus I heare you of your forrowes

treat.

But, woeful! Lady, let me you intrete

For to unfold the anguilh of your hart :

Milliaps are maiflred by advice difcrete,

And counfell mitigates the greateft fmart ;

Found never help, who never would his hurts

impart."
XLI.

" O ! but,'* quoth flie,
"

great griefe will not

be tould.

And can more eafily be thought then faid."

"
Right fo," quoth he ;

" but he, that never

would.

Could never: will to might gives greateft aid.'*

** But griefe,'' quoth fhe,
" does greater grow

difplaid,

If then it find not helpe, and breeds defpaire."

which is left to me is &c. So, in Sonnet 74.
" My lire's lajl

ornament," i. e. greatejL So Chaucer, p. 130. edit." Urr.
" O doughtir mine, which that art my laji wo,
" And in my life my lajie ^oye alfo !" Church.

XLI. 1. 0! but, quoth Jhe, great griefe will not be tould,1
Seneca, Hippof. 6"0i.

•' Cura) leves loquuntur, ingentes ftupeiit." Upton.
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"
Defpaire breeds not," quoth he,

" where

faith is ftaid/*

" No faith fo fkft," quoth ftie,
" but flefli

does paire/'
" Flefh may empaire," quoth he,

" but reafon

can repaire/'

XLII.

His goodly reafon, and well-guided fpeach,

So deepe did fettle in her gracious thought.

That her perfwaded to difclofe the breach

Which love and fortune in her heart had

wrought ;

And faid ;

" Faire fir, I hope good hap hath

brought
You to inquere the fecrets of my griefe ;

Or that your wifdome will dired my thought;

Or that your proweiTe can me yield reliefe ;

Then heare the ftory fad, which I ihall tell you
briefe.

XLIII.

" The forlorne Maiden, w4iom your eies have

feene

^ The laughing ftocke of Fortunes mockeries,

Am th' onely daughter of a king and queene,

Whofe parents deare (whiles equal deftinies

Did ronne about, and their felicities

The favourable heavens did not envy,)

Did fpred their rule through all the terri-

-
•

tories,
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Which Phifon and Euphrates floweth by,
And Gehons golden waves doe vvarncontinuallv:

XLIV.
" Till that their cruell curfed enemy,
An huge great Dragon, horrible in fight,

Bred in the loathly lakes of Tartary,

XLIII. 8. Which Phifon and EuphratesJiowcth by,
And Gehons golden loavcs] fijon is one of the

rivers of Paradife, Gen. ii, 11. " The name of the fecond river

is Gihon," ver. 13. " And the fourth river is Euphrates," ver,

14. He omits the name of one of the rivers : and fpells (ac-

cording to his cuftom) fcarce any according to modern or the

ufual fpelling. Should he not rather liave faid ?

" Which Gehon and Euphrates floweth by,
" And Phifofis golden waves—"

In allufion to Gen. ii. v. 11, 12. But Spenfer feems to have
been determined by the iteration of the letters, Gehon's golden
ii;aies. Upton.
XLIV^ 3. Bred in the loathly lakes of Tartary,] The poet

fliould not have ufed Tartary here for Tartarus, as it might
be fo eafily miftaken for the country of that name. He has

committed the fame fault in Virgirs Gnat, ft. 6'S.

"
Laftly the fqualid lakes of Tartaric." T. Warton.

Dr. Jortin has made the fame objedion. See his Remarks
on Spenfer, p. 147. But let us attend to the unnoticed ufe of

the word in Virgil's Gnat, ft. 56.
" the burning waves of Phlegeton,

— 

" And deep-dig'd vaults, and Tartar covered
*« With bloody night &c."

Here Tartary is converted, by the omiflion of the laft letter,

iailo Tartar. And thus Shakfpeare, 1^. Hen. V. A. ii. S. ii.

"
If that fame daemon, that hath gull'd thee thus,

" Should with his lion gait walk the whole world,
" He might return to vafty Tartar back,
" And tell the legions"

—
So that Tartary or Tartar was probably the common word for

hell in the age of Spenfer and Shakfpeiu-e. I may confirm my
obfervation by Nafli's ridiculous addrefs to the devil, in his

Tierce Pennileffe &c. 1595.
" To the higli and mightie Prince

of darknefle, Donfell dell Lucifer, King of Acheron, Stix, and

Phlegeton ; Duke of Tartary ; Marquelle of Cocytus, and

Loid lii^h Regent of Lymbo, &g." Topo.
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With murdrous ravine, and devouring might,

Their kingdome fpoild, and countrey wafted

quight :

Themfelves, for feare into his iawes to fall,

He forft to caftle ftrong to take their flight ;

Where, faft embard in mighty brafen wall,

He has them now fowr years befiegd to mak«

them thrall.

XLV.

^* Full many Knights, adventurous and ftout.

Have enterpriz'd that Monfter to fubdew :

From every coaft, that heaven walks about,

Have thither come the noble martiat crew.

That famous harde atchievements ftill purfew;
Yet never any could that girlond win.

But all ftill ftironke; and ftill he greater

grew :

All they for want of faith, or guilt of fin,

The pitteous pray of his fiers cruelty have bin.

XLVI.

" At laft, yled with far reported praife.

Which flying fame throughout the world had

fpred,

Of doughty Knights, whom Fary land di4

raife.

That noble order hight of Maidenhed,

XLVI. 4. That noble order hight of Maidenhed,] Named
Knights of the Garter: This he does not fay diredly j but the
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Forthwith to court of Gloriaiie I fped,

Of Gloriane, great queene of glory bright,
Whofe kingdomes feat CleopoUs is red ;

There to obtaine fome fuch redoubted

Knight,
That parents deare from tyrants powre deUver

might.

XLVII.

*' Yt was my chaunce (my chaunce was faire

and good)
There for to find a frefli unproved Knight ;

Whofe manly hands imbrewd in guilty blood

Had "never beene, ne ever by his might
Had throwne to ground the unregarded

right :

Yet of his prowefTe proofe he fmce hath

made

(I witnes am) in many a cruell fight ;

The groning ghofts of many one difmaide

Have felt the bitter dint of his avenging blade.

noble order of Maidenhead ; complimenting tlie Fairy Queen
or Q. Elizabeth. I think 'tis plain that our poet intended hif-

torical as well as moral allufions. Cleopolis in the moral

allegory is the city of glory ; in the hiftorical, the city of Q.
Eli?;abeth. Upton.
XLVII. 2. a frefli unproved Knight \\ As yet

untried in battle. See the fixth vcrfe. See alfo F. Q. i. i. 3.
" His newforce to learne." To dp.

XLVII.'o. . the hitter ^mt\ Stroke. See before,
ft. 29, ft. 33, and manv other places. Milton ufc? the word,

Par.LoJ, B. li. 813. Todd.
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,,!
XLVIII.

" And ye, the forlorne reliques of his powre,
His biting fword, and his devouring fpeare,

Which have endured many a dreadful] itowre*

Can fpeake his proweiie, that did earft you

beare,

And well could rule; np\y, he hath left i you

heare .

'
 

7,

To be the record of his ruefull loffe,

And of my dolefull diiaventurous deare:»

O heavie record of the good RedcroUe,

XLVIII. 1. And ye, the forlorne reliques of Ms poure,

His biting fword, and his devouring fpeare,']
This apoftrophe of Una to her Knight's fword and fpear is not
without its elegance and pathos.

" His biting fword," is from

Horace, L. iv. Od. 6.
"

Ille mordaci velut i«ita ferro." " His

devouring fpear," from Scripture.
" My fword Ihall devour

flefli," Dcut. xxxii. 42. Upton.
Biting fword, however, is a frequent phrafe in Chaucer. See

Mr. Warton's note on F. Q. ii. ii. 22. Todd.
XLVIII. 7- And of tny dolefull (Wiciyeuturous deare :] Dif-

aventurous is according to the ancient mode of fpelling, and
is therefore incorrectly cited by Dr. Johnfon, in his Diction-

ary, under the folitary inftance of dij'adventurous. See note on

dijD'aventures F. Q. i. ix. 45.

Dearc is apparently ufed for hurt, trouble, or misfortune ; in

which fenfe Mr. Upton has noticed the frecjuent occurrence of
the adjeftive in Shakfpeare ; as in Hamlet :

" Would I had met my dearejl foe in heaven."
Dr. Johnfon gives feveral examples of dear, or deer, for fad,

hatefull. In the Weft of England dear'd is ufed for hurried,

frightened. See Exm. Dial. In the Lancalhire dialed, ac^

cording to Mr. Upton, to deere is ftill ufed for to hurt. And
G. Douglas ufes dcre in the fame fenfe. See Glolf. to his

Virgil, V. Dere,
' and Dirling, Anglo-Saxon dere, and Belgick

deeren, nocere, to hurt. The later commentators on Shakfpeare
confider rfca/- as iinmediate, confcquentiul, in the pail'age above
cited. Todd,

VOL. III. D
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Where have yee left your lord, that could fo

well you toffe ?

XLIX.
** Well hoped I, and faire beginnings had,

That he my captive languor Hiould redeeme :

Till all unweeting an Enchaunter bad

His fence abufd, and made him to mifdeeme

My loyalty, not fuch as it did feeme,

That rather death defire then fuch defpight.

Be iudge, ye heavens, that all things right

efteeme,

How I him lov'd, and love with all my might !

So thought I eke of him, and think 1 thought

aright.
L.

Thenceforth me defolate he quite forfooke,

To wander, where wilde Fortune would me

lead,

And other bywaies he himfelfe betooke.

XLIX. 3.   — an Enchaunter had

His fence abufd,'] See F. Q. i. i. 47. Take notice

how Una apoftrophizes in ft. 48. her beloved Redcrofle Knight's
fword and fpear ; here detefting the thought, that her honour

(liould be mifdeemed, (lie apoftrophizes the heavens,
** Be judge, ye heavens, that all things right efteeme,
" How I him lov'd —"

This is
exa(!:tly after the manner, and indeed feems an imita*

tion, of ^'irg. JEn. ii. 431, where /Eneas makes a folemn pro-
teftation of his loyalty to the caufe of Troy ;

of which pallage

there is a very elegant imitation in Taflb, C. viii. 24. And
JMilton has followed both Virgil, and Taflb, in Fur. Lojl, B. i.

635, &c. Upton.
JL 3. And other bij-waks &i.c.] See Proc. ii, l6. Church.

(«
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Where never foote of living wight did tread,

That brought not backe the balefull body
dead ;

In which him chaunced falfe Duefla meete,

Mine onely foe, mine onely deadly dread ;

Who with her witchcraft, and miileeming

fweete.

Inveigled him to follow her defires immeete.
LI.

"At laft, by fubtile fleights fbe him betraid

Unto his foe, a Gyaunt huge and tall ;

Who him difarmed, diffolute, difmaid,

Unwares furprifed, and with mighty mall

The monfter mercilefle him made to fall,

A¥hofe fall did never foe before behold :

And now in darkefome dungeon, wretched

thrall,

E-emedileffe, for aie he doth him hold :

li. 5. That brought not backe the balefull body dead ;] Not

literally ; for this had been laying, Where never living creature

went, but he came back dead. But he is fcriptural in his ex-

preffions; and he means fuch as are in a Itate of fpiritual
death ; for this is the allegory.

" You hath he quickened who
were dead in trefpafles &c." Ephef. ii. 1. Upton.

 L. 7. Mine onely /be,] That is, my greatejl foe. So, in

F. Q. i. X. 3.
" Whofe onely joy." Again, ii. i. 2.

" His onely hart -fore, and his onely foe." Church.
LI. 4.  with mighty mall] Mallet, according

to Mr. Church, from the Lat. malleus. Dr. Johnfon interprets
it as a blow, and adds alfo, from Hudibras ;

" Give that reverend head a tnall
" Of two, or three, againil a wall.''

Mell is a Northern word for mallet, fays Ray. Todd.
J-I. 8. Remedileffe,] RemedileJJ'e is here accepted on the

D 2
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This is my caufe of griefe, more great then may
be told."

LII.

Ere flie had ended all, (lie gan to faint :

But he her comforted, and faire befpake ;

"
Certes, Madame, ye have great caufe of

plaint,

That ftouteft heart, I weene, could caufe to

quake.

But be of cheare, and comfort to you take ;

For, till I have acquit your captive Knight,
Affure your felfe, I will you not forfake.''

His chearefull words reviv'd her cheareleffe

fpright :

So forth they went, the Dvvarfe them guiding

ever right*

fecond fyllable. See alfo F. Q. i. v. 36, iii. xii, 3-i. Milton

thus accents the word, Ode Circumcif. v. 17.
" For we, by rightful doom reme.dilefs."

See alfo Par. Lojl, B. ix. 919. But with the accent on the firft

iyllable,
in Samf. Agon. v. 64-8. Todb.

LII. 3. Certes, Madame,] Spenfer, I think, conftantly

ufes the French pronunciation, in words borrowed from that

language ; particularly, in F. Q. iii. x. S.

"
Branfles, ballads, virelaycs

—" Church.
LII. 6. For, till I have acquit] lielcaftd. Yx. acquitter.

See the firft ftanza of the next Canto. Church,
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CANTO VIII.

Faire Virgin, to redeeme her deare,

.A Brings Arthure to thefight

JVhoJlayes the Gyaunt, nwunds the Beajt^

AndJfrips Diiejjii quight.

I.

AY me, how many perils doe enfoki

•The righteous man, to make him daily fall,

Were not that heavenly grace doth him

uphold,
'^'»

And fledfaft Truth acquite him out of all !

Her love is firme, her care continuall,

So oft as he, through his own fooliili pride^

Or weaknes, is to fmfuU bands made thrall :

Els fliould this Redcroffe Knight in bands

have dyde.
For whofe deliverance flie this Prince doth

thether guyd.

I. 2, The righteous mat),] Mr. Church reads,
"

T/iat

righteous man;" and fays, that the pafiage was " fo intended

to be corrected in the Errata of the tirlt edition, but that even

there we find an Erratum, the words being tranfpofed thus,
t/iat the inftead of the that."

But the Erratum, I apprehend, was intended for the Argu-
ment ; viz. for " that Gya.unt," read "

Mf' Gyaunt." And lb

Mr, Upton appears to have underftood it'. And Tonfon's

edition reads the in both places. All the editions, except Mr.

Church's, read " The righteous man." Hughes joins with

him, however, in reading
" that Gyaunt." Todd.

D 3
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II.

They fadly traveild thus, untill they came

Nigh to a caftle builded ftrong and hye :

1'hen cryde the Dwarfe,
" Lo ! yonder is

the fame,

In whicli my Lord, my Liege, doth lacklelTe \y

Thrall to that Gyaunts hatefull tyranny :

Therefore, deare hr, your mightie powres

affay."

The noble Knight alighted by and by
From loftie Iteed, and badd the Ladie ftav.

To fee what end of fight fliould him befall that

day.
III.

So with his Squire, th' admirer of his might.
He marched forth towardes that caftle wall ;

Whofe gates he fowncl faft fhutt, ne living

wight

II. 7. by and by] Prefently. Conftafitly
fo ufed by Spenfer. Church.

III. 1. So -with his Squire, th' admirer of his might,] The
reader will here notice the propriety of tlae exprellion,

" th'

admirer of his vnght." It alludes to the excellent lellbns of

courtefy and valour which the Squires were taught, in the

ancient feats and caftles of the nobility and gentry, by the

condud and example of their Matters. See De St. Palaye's
Mem. concern. L'Ancienne Ckevalerie, dans Mem. de I'Acad.

Royale des Infcriptions, torn. xx. p. 604. '' Dans ce nouvel

etat d'Ecuyer, oil I'on parvenoit d' ordinaire a 1' age de quatorze
ans, les jeunes eleves approchant de plus pres la perfonne de

leurs Seigneurs & de leurs Dames, admis avec plus de con-

fiance de familiarite dans leurs entretiens & dans leurs afTem-

blees, pouvoient encore mieux profiter des modeles fur lefquels

Us dctoiejit fe former ; ils apportoient plus d' application a les

etudier, kc." Todd.
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To warde the fame, nor anfwere commers call.

Then tooke that Squire an home of bugle

fmall,

Which hong adowne his fide in twifted gold
And talTelles gay ; wjde wonders over all

Of that fame homes great vertues weren told.

Which had approved bene in ufes manifold.

III. 7. "wyde wonders over all

Of that fame homes great vertues weren told.

Which had approved bene &c.] This horn, with its

miraculous efteds, is borrowed from that which Logiftilla pre-
fents to Aftolfo, Orl. Fur. C. xv. 15.

*' Dico che '1 corno e di orribil fuono,
" Che ovunque s' ode fa fuggir la gente :

" Non puo trovarfi &c."

I wonder Spenfer (hould have made fo little ufe of this horn.

He has not fcrupled to introduce the ihield before-mentioned,

though as manifeftly borrowed from Ariofto, upon various

occafions.

Turpin mentions a wonderful horn which belonged to Ro-
land, Hiji. Car. 3Iag. cap. 23. Olaus Magnus relates, that

this horn, which was called Olivanty was won, together with

the fword Durenda, fo much celebrated in Ariofto, from the

giant Jatmundus by Roland; that its miraculous eft'efts were

frequently fung by the old Iflandick bards in their fpirited
odes ; and that it might be heard at the diftance of twenty
miles, De Aureo Cornu, Sec. Hafniae, 1541. pp. 27, 29. Thus,
in conformity to the laft circumftance, in Don Quixote we are

told, that in Ronfcevalles, where Charlemagne was defeated,
Orlando's horn was to be feen as big as a great beam. The

founding a horn was a common expedient for diflblving an en-

chantment. Cervantes alludes to this incident of romance,
where the Devil's horn is founded as a prelude to the dil'en-

chanting of Dulcinea. Boyardo and Berni have both their

magical horns. Virgil's Aledo's horn is as high and extrava-

gant, as any thing of the kind in romance, jEu. vii. 513, et feq.
T. Warton.

A horn of great virtue, borrowed probably from fome more
ancient romance, is alio mentioned in The Famous Hif. of
Falmcndos, Son to Pabnerin D'Oliva, ch. iii. Where Belcar

D 4
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IV. . ' '-i:^ Vi-MiJV'  

Was never wight that he^ard that fhrillino- fownd^

But trembhno' feare did feel in every vaine :

lliree mites it might be eafy heard arownd,

i\nd ecchoes three aunfwer'd it felfe againe :

No taiiiie enchauntment, nor deceiptfull

trame,

Might once abide the terror of that blaft,

Bat prefently was void and wholly vaine :

No gate fo flrong, no locke fo firme and

fait,

But with that percing noife flew open quite, or

braft.

V.

The fame before the Geaunts gate he blew,

That all the caftle quaked from the grownd,
'

And every dore of free-will open flew.

The Gyaimt felfe difmaied with that fownd, ,

Where he with his Dueffa dalliaunce fownd,

fights a crufll combat with him that defends the bridge :

"
Though the combat was tierce and cruel, yet could no want

of courage be difcerned in him; which fell not out fo with the

guardant of the bridge, becaufe the lofle of his bloud fo

weakened him, as his heart began utterly to difmay. But an
ill favoured Dwarf, who never Itirs from the beacon of the firft

turret, to difcover fuch Knights as come along the field ; bi/

idndiiig an anhaiiitted hum that hung about his neck, therewith

U> revived the. Knights ftrength again, as if he had but even

then entred the combat." With the found of this horn, the

Dwarf repeatedly renews the flrength of ihe guardant of the

bridge. Todd.
IV. 1. Was never xcight Sec] See the note on F. Q. i. iii. 4.

" Did. never mortal! eye &c." Todd.
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In haft came rofliiiig forth from inner boM re,

AVith itaring countenance ilcrne, as one

10* aftownd,

And ftaggering fleps, to weet what- fuddeln

flow re

Had wrought that horror ftran^e,
and dar'd his

dreaded powre.
VI.

And after him the proud Dueffa came^

High mounted on her many-headed Bead ;

And every head with fyrie tongue did fiame,

.^{And every head was crowned on his creaft,

And bloody mouthed M'ith late cruell feaft.

That when the Knight beheld, his. mightie

fliild

.n
_

V. 6. from inner bowre,] Chamber. So, in

his Prothaktmion, ft. viii. Speaking of the Temple :

"
\Vliere now the ftudiousjawyers have their boners."

The word is ufed in this ienfe by Chaucer, And Ruddiinan,
in his Glofi'. Douglas's Virgil, thus explains it :

"
Angl. .Sax.

Bur, burc, Dan. bmir, conclave. Belg. buer, cafa, tugurium.
-S7i. It is often ufed for a bcd-clianiber or countrcy /loiij'e, efpe-

cially of ladies." It is Duelia's chamber, which the poet here

intends. So, Rofamond's boxcer is her chamber. See liift. of

Eng. Poetry, 2d. ed. vol. i. p. 304-. Boxoer, however, is often

ufed in Spenfer, for any apartment. The exprellion, boxvcr and

hall, which occurs in the 29tli ilanza of this canto, is alfo

frequent in the Faerie Queene, and appears to have been

adopted from the metrical romances. See INlr. Warton's
note on INIiltoii's Camus, ver. 45. Todd.

VI. .5. And bluodi/ mouthed &c.] 'Tis plain that this verfe.

in Spenfer is not to be applied to DueiVa, but to the beaft ; fee

below, ft. 12 ; though in the Revelation 'tis applied to the

Ccarlet whi)re. The aliufion, and allegory, however, is tlie

fame : And the proteftant reader will at once call to mind

papal inquifitions and religious maflucres. Upton.
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Upon his manly arme he foone addreft.

And at him
fierfly flew, with corage fild,

And eger greedinelfe through every member
thrild.

VII.

Therewith the Gyaunt buckled him to fight,

Inflamd with fcornefull wrath and hioh dif-

daine,

And lifting up his dreadful! club on hight,
'"

.

All armd with ragged fnubbes and knottie

graine,

Him thought at firft encounter to have flaine.

But wife and wary was that noble Pere ;

And, lightly leaping from fo monftrous

maine,

Did fayre avoide the violence him nere ;

VII. 7. And, lightly leaping &c.] In encounters with gi-

gantick adverfaries, the champions of romance ufually difplay
this very ferviceable agility. Thus, in Bevis of Hampton, wher©
the giant Afcapart and Bevis fight :

" Betwixt them two was great fight;
" Sir Beuis was nimble and light,
" And ftart his dints fro, cScc."

And thus Graunde Amoure, fpeaking of his conflift with the

giant with three heads, Hawes's Hijl. of Gr. Amotire, 1554j

Sign. V. ii. b.
" Becaufe his ftroke was heauy to beare,
"

I lept afide from him full quickely,
" And to him I ranne, &c."

Again, Sign. Y. ii. b.
*' The mighty gyaunt his axe did up lift,
"
Upon my heade that the ftroke lliould fall ;

" But I of him was full ware, Sindfwifi
" / Icpt afide, &c."

See alfo F. Q. i. vii. 12. Todd.
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It booted nought to thiiike fucli thunderbolts

to beare ;

VIII.

Ne fliame he thought to (lionne ib hideous

mio;ht :

The ydle ftroke, enforcing furious way,

Miffing the marke of his mifaymed light,

Did fall to ground, and with his heavy fway
So deepely dinted in the driven clay,

That three yardes deepe a furrow up did

throw :

The fad earth, wounded with fo fore allay.

Did grone full grievous underneath the blow ;

And, trembhng with ftrange feare, did like an

erthquake fliow.

IX.

As when almightie love, in wrathfull mood,

VIII. 4. Did fall to ground, &c.] Such is the unavailing
blow of the giant, levelled at Graunde Amoure, from which,

as we have juft feen, he kpt afide :

" fo that the firoke withall
" In the grounde lighted, befide a ftone wall,
" Thre fote and more ;

and anon then I

" Did lepe vnto him, flrikyng full quickely."
A fruitlefs ftroke of the fame kind, aimed at Gerard by a

giant, is thus well dofcribed in Hijl. de tres-noble et chcvakureux

Fri/ice Gerard, Comte de Nevcrs, &c. Par. 1520. " Se Gerard

ne fe fufl deftourne, moult grant dommaige lui euft fait pour
le coup qui eitoit moult grant & pefant, f\ vint defcendani
comme la fuuldre jdits d'ung grant pied dedans la terre." Ch. xiii.

P. 2d. Todd.
IX. 1. Jaw/ien &CC.] Longinus would have written a whole

chapter on the boldnefs and lublimity of the thoughts and
terrible images in this limilitude. Compare this iimile with

that in F. Q. iv. vi. 14. See alfo what Pope has obferved on

Jlomer, 7/. xiv. 480. Upton.
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To wreake the guilt of mortall iins is bent,
Ilurles fjrth his thundring dart with deadly

food,

Enrold in flames, and fmouldring dreriment.

Through riven cloudes and molten firmament;
The fiers threeforked engin, making way.
Both loftie towres and higheft trees hath rent,

And all that might his angry paflage ftay ;

And, fliooting in the earth, cailes up a mount
L'i;; Qf clay.

X.

His boyftrous club, fo buried in the grownd,

IX. 2. • is bent,] Here is an inaccuracy
of expreffion:

" As when Jove is bent hurlsforth the

aigiii." He might have laid ''

yhcnt ;" but I do not fuppole
he wrote fo. The fame remark might be made on that fimile,
F. Q. i. i. 23. " As gentle Ihepheard &c." And on this,
F. Q. iv. iv. 47.

" Like as in fummers day, &c." And on
foi-ty other places where the fame want of connedion is to be
found. JoRTiN.

?.lr. Church and INIr. Upton think it probable that Spenfer
here wrote ybent or ibent. The latter critick, in fupport of this

reading, argues that is pent fliould, in like manner, be ipent,
F. Q. vi. i. 21, and is broken be ibroken, F. Q. v. vi. 14, The
conjecture that is bent may be an errour of the prefs, is alfo

fupported by Mr. Upton's reference to F. Q. i. ii, 2i), where
ymountcd had been given by the printer i^/^a!? mounted.^ Todd.

IX. 3. uith deadly food,] Food is Spenfer's |
way of fpelling feud, which lignifies an irreconcilcablc hatred. I
So all the editions, except Hughes's fecond edition, which here ^
alters the fpelling to feud. See the note on F. Q. ii. i. 3,
*'

deadly _/oo(/." Ciiuiicii,
Tonfon's edition of 1/58 has committed the fame miftake

with Hughes's fecond edition, as it here reads /f«(/. Todd.
IX. 4. fmouldring dreriment;] Darknefs.

See alfo F. Q. ii. vii. 1. " And cover'd heaven with hideous
dreriment." Church.
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He could not rearen up againe fo light,

But that the Knight him at advantage fownd ;

And, whiles he ftrove his combred clubbe to

quight

Out of the earth, with blade all burning bright

He fmott off his left arme, which like a block

Did fall to ground, deprived of native might ;

Larae ftreames of blood out of the truncked

ftock

Forth o'uilied, like frefli-waterftreamefrom riven

rocke.

XI.

Difmayed with fo defperate deadly wound.

And eke impatient of unwonted payne,

He lowdly brayd with beailly yelling fownd.

That all the fieldes rebellowed againe :

As great a noyfe, as when in Cymbrian plaine

An heard of buUes, whom kindly rage doth

fting,

X. 4. ^0 quight] Rtkafe, or difengage,
as in F. Q. v. xi. 27-

" But when he could not quite it, 6cc."

It is here fpelt quight in conformity to the rhyme. Todd.
XI. 6. An heard ^>/'bulles,] Bulh for calves, is a catachrefis,

as the rhetoricians call it. Kindlij rage is, according to nature :

Spenfer often ufes the word fo. Johtin.
The rage and roaring of the wounded Giant is compared,

not to the lowing of calves occafioned by hunger, but to the

rage and bellowing of bulls who areJhmg for want of the w///j/

motlier, i. e. thefemales. Compare F. Q. ii. xii. 39. Drayton,
iii his Puli/ulbion, p. 4-t, feems to have copied from Spenfer :

"
Stung with the Idndli) rage of loves impatient fire."

See kindli) rages, F. Q. iv. x. 4v, aud kindli/ Jianie, F. Q. iv,

liiiroduct. ft. 2, Church.
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Doe for the milky mothers want complaine.

And fill the fieldes with troublous bellowing :

The neighbor woods arownd with hollow mur-

mur ring.
XII.

That when his deare DueiTa heard, and faw

The evil ftownd that daungerd her eftate,

Unto his aide fhe haftily did draw

Her dreadfull Bead ; who, fwolne with blood

of late,

Came ramping forth with proud prefumpteous

gate.

And threatned all his heades like flaming

brandes.

But him the Squire made quickly to retrate,

Encountring fiers with fmgle fword in hand ;

And twixt him and his Lord did Hke a bul-

warke Hand.
XIII.

The proud Duefla, full of wrathfull fpight

And fiers difdaine, to be affronted fo,

XII. 4. fwolne icith blood of lafe,] In allufioa

to Revel, xvii. 6.
" And I faw the woman drunken with the

blood of the faints." Upton,
XII. 6. • like flaming brandes.] The rhyme

requires brand. But our poet is not always exad in his triplets.

See note on F. Q. i. xii. 39,
"

his^riYe." Church.
XIII. 1. full of wrathfullfpight

And Jiers difdaine] The Italian poets have fre-

quently this exprelhon, from whom Spenfer might take it. See

Orl. Fvr. C. xxvi. 132.
" E tutta ardendo di difdegno e d* ira." Upton".

XIII. 2.  
.

 -.o . to be affrpnted fo,] To be fo en-
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Enforft her purple Bead with all her might.

That ftop out of the way to overthroe,

Scorning the let of fo unequall foe :

But nathemore would that corageous Swayne
To her yeeld paflage, gainft his Lord to goe ;

But with outrageous ftrokes did him reftraine,

And with his body bard the way atwixt them

twaine.

XIV.

Then tooke the angrie Witch her golden cup,

Which ftill flie bore, replete with magick artes ;

countered, or oppofed. Ital, affrontare. So, in II Cavaliero

del/a Croce, 1339. cap. x.
" Come il Soldano fi parti con

r efliercito per affrontarfi co'l Turco." The word is often thus

employed by Spenier. Shakfpeare and Milton ufe it in the

fame fenfe. The latter has alio given the like meaning to the

fubftantive affront, in his Sam/on Agon. ver. 531. Todd.
XIII. 5. the let] The hindrance. Church.
XIII. 6'. Swayne] Swain is here ufed

(or youth; in which fenfe, as Mr. Church relat-is from Junius,

it is employed by our old Englifli writers, as well as in the

fenfe of a fervant engaged in country affairs. In the fame

manner the Squires of the French romances are frequently

denominated Varlets ; the word varlet, in old French, figni-

fying a youth ;
which feems to have been converted, in modern

French, into valet, a fervant. See Cotgrave's Fr, Did. V.

varlet. See alfo De St. Palaye, Mem. ut fupra, p. 5^9'
*'

Pages, Varlets, ou Damoifeaux ; noms quelquefois communs
^ux Ecuyers." Todd,

XIV. 1. her golden cup,'] This witch, and

harlot, the myftical Babylon, has a golden cup in her hand,
**

full of abominations ; kings and inhabiters of the earth have

been made drunk with her wine," Revel, xvii, 2. 4. xviii. 3.

See alfo Jerem. li. 7- The golden cup of the witch Circe is

mentioned by Homer, Odyff'. k 3 lb'. And, in the philofophical

pifture of Cebes, AFIATH (our poet's Duefla) has a cup re-

plete with errour and ignorance, of which all, more or lefs,

drink. Upton.

V
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Death and defpeyre did many thereof fup,

And fecret poylbn through their inner partes ;

Th' eternah bale of heavie wounded harts :

Which, after charmes and fome enchaunt-

ments faid,

She hghtly Iprinkled on his weaker partes :

Therewith his Iturdie corage foon was quayd,
And all his fences were w ith fuddein dread dif-

majd.
XV.

So downe he fell before the cruell Bead,

Who on his neck his bloody clawes did feize,

That life nigh cruiht out of his panting bred :

No pow^re he had to ftirre, nor will to rize.

That when the carefull Knight gan well avife,

He lightly left the foe with whom he fought,

And to the Bead gan turne his enterprife ;

For wondrous anguiili in his hart it wrought,

To fee his loved Squyre into fuch thraldom

brought :

XVI.

And, high advauncing his blood-thirftie blade,

XIV. 8.  7r«5 quayd,] Quailed, i. e.JhbJucd.

See the note on qvaile, F. Q. i. ix. 4-y. Todd.
XVI, 1. And, high adtaunciitg Jiifi hlood-ihnitie blade,] liis

fword thirftie after blood ; hlood-thirfly is ufed in tiie traiillation

of the r/ahiis, and in Frorcrbs xxix. 10. 'Tis after Homer's

manner thus to give energy and life to the fword, arrow, or

fpear; and to make it tliirlting after blood and greedy of de-

(truftion. Claudian has the very fame expreilion, InRii/iii.u.Q32.
" Jam mihi bsn-hancosjitiefitiu pila cniorcx
"

Sponte volant." Uptox.
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Stroke one of thofe deformed heades fo fore,

That of his puiflaunce proud enfample made ;

His monftroQs fcalpe down to his teeth it tore,

And that misformed fhape mifshaped more :

A fea of blood guflit from the gaping Mownd,
That her gay garments ftajndwith filthy gore,
And overflowed all the field arownd;

That over flioes in blood he waded on the

grownd.
xvir.

Thereat he rored for exceeding paine.

That, to have heard, great horror would have

bred ;

And fcourging th' emptie ayre with his long

trayne.

Through great impatience of his grieved hed,
His gorgeous ryder from her loftie fted

Would have caft downe, and trodd in durty
mvre.

Had not the Gyaunt foone her fuccoured ;

Who, all enrag'd with fmart and frantick yre,
Came hurtling in full fiers, and forft the Knight

retyre.
XVIII.

The force, which wont in two to be difperft,

In one alone left hand he now unites,

XVI, 2. Stroke one of thofe deformed heades]
" And I faw

one of his heads, as it were, wounded to death," Revel, xiii. 3.

UpTOi,
XVIII. 2, hi one alone left hand] So the firft and fecoud

VOL. III. E
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Which is through ra^ie more flrono- than both

were erfl ;

With which his hideous club aloft he dites,

And at his foe with furious rigor fmites,

That ftrongeft oake might feeme to over-

throw : .

The ftroke upon his fliield fo heavie lites,

That to the ground itdoubleth him full low:—
What mortall wight could ever beare fo mon-

ftrous blow ?

XIX.

And in his fall his fhield, that covered was,

Did loofe his vele by chaunce, and open flew ;

The light whereof, that hevens light did pas,

Such blazing brightneffe through the ajer

threw.

That eye mote not the fame endure to vew.

editions, the folio of 1609, and Hughes's firft edition, read;
which is certainly wrong ; for it is faid, ft. 10,

*' He fmott of}' his left arm —"

I read, with the folios l6'l], l679, and Hughes's fecond edi-

tion,
"

right hand." Church.
Mr. Church, I believe, has followed too haftily the erring

decifion of tliofe editions which read "
right hand." The poet

means
left as a participle : the giant has now but one finglt

hand left, in which, however, he unites the force of two.

Mr. Upton's edition, and Tonfon's of 1758, follow the original

reading,
" In one alone left hand." Todd.

XVIII. 8. That to the ground it doubleth InmfuU low:—]

This is very literally, as well as elegantly, expreffed from

Virgil, .(E/2. xi. 644.
•

" Latos huic hafta per armos
" Ada tremit, duplicatque virum transfixa dolore."

Homer, II. /. 6"lS. J^»«9>! ^l m^uf. II. g' 266. n^?|«, r I^w5fl.

Upton.
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Which when the Gyaunl fpjde with
ftariiig

eye,

He clowne let fall his arme, and foft withdrew

His weapon huge, that heaved was on hye
For to have flain the Man, that on the ground

did lye.
XX.

And eke the fruitfull-headed Beaft, amazd •

Atiiafliing beames of that funiliiny lliield,

Became ftark blind, and ail his fences dazd,

That downe he tumbled on the durtie field,

And feemd himlelfe as conquered to yield.

Whom when his Maiftrefle proud perceiv'd

to fall,

Whiles yet his feeble feet for faintneffe reeld.

Unto the Gyaunt lowdly (lie gan call ;

" O ! helpe, Orgoglio ; helpe, or els we perifh

all."

XXI.

At her fo pitteous cry was much amoov^'d

Her champion flout; and, for to ayde his

frend,

Againe his wonted angry weapon proov'd,

But all in vaine ; for he has redd his end

In that bright fliield, and all their forces fpend
Themfelves in vaine : for, fmce that glauncing

fight,

XXI. 5. all t\\e\r forces] So all the editions.

It Ihould be "
/uV forces ;" Orgoglio's. Church.

E 2
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He hath no powre to hurt, nor to defend.

As where th' Almighties hghtning brond does

light,

It dimmes the dazed eyen, and daunts the fences

•

quight.
XXII.

Whom when the Prince, to batteill new addreft

• And threatning high his dreadfull llroke,

did fee,

His fparkling blade about his head he bleft.

And fmote off quite his left leg by the knee,

That downe he tombled; as an aged tree,

High growing on the top of rocky clift,

Whofe hart-firings with keene fteele nigh
hewen be ;

The mightie trunck halfe rent with ragged rift

Doth roll adowne the rocks, and fall with feare-

full drift.

XXIII.

Or as a caftle, reared high and round,

By fubtile engins and malitious flight

Is undermined from the loweft ground,
And her foundation forft, and feebled quight,

XXII. 3. Hisfparkling blade about his head he bleft,] Virgil,
Mn. ix. 441. " Rotat enfem fulmineum." Upton.

XXII. 3. as an aged tree, &c.] This fimile

might have been imitated from Virgil, JE?!. ii. 626', Taflb, Gier.

Lib. C. IX. 39, Catullus, In Epit/ial. Thet. et Pel. ver. 105,

Homer, II. v'. 389, Horat. L. iv. Od. 6.—Of the fimile of a

caftle, ill the next rtanza, fee the note on F. Q. i. ii. 20.

Uptox.
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At laft downe falles ; and with her heaped

hight
Her haftie ruine does more heavie make,

And yields it felfe unto the vi6lours might :

Such was this Gyaunts fall, that feemd to

Ihake

The Itedfaft globe of earth, as it for feare did

quake.
XXIV.

The Knight then, lightly leaping to the pray.

With mortall fteele him fmot againe fo fore.

That headlefle his unweldy bodie lay,

All wallowd in his owne fowle bloody gore,

AVhich flowed from his w ounds in wondrous

ftore.

But, foone as breath out of his breft did pas,

Thathuge great body, which the Gyaunt bore,

Was vanifht quite ; and of that monftrous mas

Was nothing left, but like an emptie blader was.

XXV.

Whofe grievous fall when falfe DueiTa fpyde,

Her golden cup Ihe caft unto the ground,
And crowned mitre rudely threw alyde :

Such percing griefe her flubborne hart did

wound.

XXIII. 8. Such was this Gyaiints fall,] This is the reading
of both Spenfer's editions, and indeed of every fubfequent edi-

tion, except Mr. Church's, wliich gives, (probably by an errour

of the prefs, as it is not noticed as a various reading,)
" Such

was the Gyaunt's full." Todd,

E 3
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. That (he could not endure that dolefull ftound ;

But, leaving all behind her, fled away:
The light-foot Squyre her quickly turnd

around.

And, by hard meanes enforcing her to flay,

So brought unto his Lord, as his delerved pray,
XXVJ.

The roiall Virgin which beheld from farre,

In penfive plight and fad perplexitie.

The whole atchievement of this doubtful!

warre.

Came running fad to greet his vi6lorie,

With ibber gladnefie and myld modeftie ;

And, with fweet ioyous cheare, him thus be-

Ipake ;

-'

Fayre braunch of noblefle, flowre of che-

valrie.

That with your worth the world amazed make,

How lb all I quite the paynes, ye iUffer for my
fake ?

XXVII.
" And you, freQi budd of vertue fpringing faft.

Whom thefe fad eyes faw nigh unto deaths

do re,

What hath poore Virgin for fuch perill paft

Wherewith you to reward ? Accept therefore

My fimple felfe, and fervice evermore.

XXVII. 1. Jnd you, &c.] Addreffing herfelf to the

Squire. Ciiuiicn.
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And He that high does fity and all things fee

With equall eye, their merites to rellore,

Behold what ye this day have done for mee;

And, what I cannot quite, requite with ufuree !

XXVIII.
" But iith the heavens, and your faire handeling,
Have made you mailer of the field this day;
Your fortune maifter eke with governing.

And, well begonne, end all fo well, I pray !

Ne let that wicked Woman fcape away ;

Eor flie it is, that did my Lord bethrall.

My deareft Lord, and deepe in dongeon lay;
Where he his better dayes hath walled all :

O heare, how piteous he to you for ayd does

call r
XXIX.

Forthwith he gave in charge unto his Squyre,
That fcarlot Whore to keepen carefully ;

Whyles he himfelfe with greedie great defyre
Into the caftle entred forcibly.

Where living creature none he did efpye :

Then gan he lowdly through the houfe to call;

But no man car'd to anfwere to his crye :

There raignd a folemne filence over all ;

Nor voice was heard, nor wight w^as feene in

bowre or hall !

XXIX. 9. Kor voice xuas heard, Sec] This afFecling image
of filence and Iblitade occurs again, after Britomart had fur-

veyed the rich furniture of Bufyrane's houfe, F. Q. iii. xi. 53.

£ 4)
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XXX.

At lafl, with creeping crooked pace forth came

An old old man, with beard as white as fnow;

That on a flafie his feeble fteps did frame,

And gnyde his wearie gate both too and fro;

For his eye fight him fayled long ygo :

And on his arme a bounch of keyes he bore.

The which unufed ruil did overgrow :

Thofe were the keyes of every inner dore ;

But he could not them ufe, but kept them flill

in itore,
XXXI.

But very vincouth fight was to behold.

** But more flie mervaild that no footings trace
" Nor wight appeard, but waltefull emptineffe,
" And iblemne filence over all that place."

This is finely expref'fed : but the circumftance is common iq

romance. Thus when Sir Thopas enters the land of P'airie,

;3310.
" Wherein he fought both north arid fouth,
*' And oft he fpirid vvith his mouth,

" In many a foreft wild ;

f But in that countre was there none,
'* Ne neither wife ne childe."

But more appofitely in the old metrical romance of Si/r Degore^
preferved in the Bodleiap library :

" He went aboute, and gan to calle
" Both in the courte and eke in the halle ;
*' Neither for love, nor yet for awe,
*'

Living man there none he fawe." T. Wauton.
XXX. '2. All old old man,'] Again, F. Q. ii. ix. 55.

" An
old old man." Ital. Unfene vecchio, fenex vetulus, y^fuv Trw^aio?,

7'his expreilion I have heard in the Weil. Upton.
This reduplication has been applied to Thomas Parr, the

celebrated old man of Shrop/hire ;
of whom an account was

publiflied, entitled T/ie old old rcry old man, &c, by JohJ\.

Taylor the Water-Poet, in l635. to dp,
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How he did fiifliion his untoward pace :

For as he forward moov'd his footing old,

So backward flill was turnd his wrincled face :

Unhke to men, who ever, as they trace,

Both feet and face one way are wont to lead.

This was the auncient Keeper of that place,

And fofter father of the Gyaunt dead ;

His name Ignaro did his nature right aread.

XXXII. •

His reverend heares and holy gravitee

The Knight much honord, as befeemed well;

And gently afkt, where all the people bee,

Which in that
(lately building wont to dwell :

Who anfwerd him full foft. He could not tell.

Again he afkt, where that fame Knight was

layd,

XXXI. 3. For as he forward moov'd hisfooting old.

So back-xard Jlill loas turnd his •wrincled face ;]

This picture feems plainly taken from the following defcription
of ihe puniflHTaent which is allotted in hell to foothlayers, and

liugurs, &c. by Dante, //;/". C. xx.
" Com' el vifo mi fcefe in lor piil baiTb,

" JNIirabilmente apparve efl'er travolto
" Chiafcun dal mento al principio del caflb :

" Che dalle reni era lornato '1 volto,
" E indietro venir li convenia,
" Perche '1 veder dinanzi era lor tolto."

This punifliment in Dante is proper for thefe hypocrites, who
profeffed feeing fonvard, and they now fee oiily back-ward.

But this porter is neither conjurer nor foothfayer ; he is igno-

Tdiwly -wrong-headed : his name befpeaks his nature, and he is

the folter-father of Orgoglio : i. e. Ignorance is the folter-

fathcr of I'ride. The very turn of the verfes, as well as the

anfwers of this old man, are highly charaderiftick of his man-
ners and nature. Upxox,
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Whom great Orgoglio with his puiffaunce feli

Had made his caytive thrall : Againe he fajde.

He could not tell; ne ever other anfwere made.

XXXIII.

Then alked he, which way he in might pas :

He could not tell, againe he anfwered.

Thereat the courteous Knight difpleafed was.

And laid ;
" Old fyre, it leemes thou haft

%iot red

How ill it fits with that fame filver hed,

In vaine to mocke, or mockt in vaine to bee:

But if thou be, as thou art pourtrahed

With Natures })cn,
in ages grave degree,

Aread in graver wife what I demaund of thee/^

XXXIV.

His anfwere likewife was, He could not tell.

Whofe fenceleffe fpeach, and doted ignorance,

Whenas the noble Prince had marked well.

He gheft his nature by his countenance ;

Andcalm'd his wrath with goodly temperance.

XXXIII. 8. in ages graxc degree,] So, in

C. X. It. 9.
" In her weaker eld." Spenler, as the old Englilh

poets do, uks age, or eld, for age in general ; not fmiply for

old age, as the Gloffaries of Urry, Hughes, and the edition of

Spenfer in 1751, explained. So Chaucer, p. 45. ver. 1284.

edit. Urr.
" Then feide to them Gamelyn,

" That 1/onge uas of eld."

And Fairfax, C. vii. SO.
•' The angel good, appointed for the guard
" Of noble Raiinond from his tender eild."

Church.
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Then, to him ftepping, from his arme did

reache

Thole keyes, and made himfeU^e free enlerance.

Each dore he opened Vvithout any breach :

There was no barre to ftop, nor foe him to

empeach.
XXXV.

There all within full rich arayd he found,

With royall arras, and reiplendent gold,

And did with (lore of every thing abound,

Th^t greatefl: princes prefence might behold.

But all the floore (too filthy to be told)

With blood of guiltleffe babes, and innocents

trew,

AVhich there were flaine, as flieepe out of

the fold,

Defiled was ; that dreadfull was to vew ;

And facred allies over it was ftrowed new.

XXXIV. o.  M?n to empeach.] Hinder. Fr.

empechcr. Spenfer repeatedly thus Ipells the word. Some
editions have printed it impeach. So likewii'e Cotgrave inter-

prets empcfcher
" to hinder, let, iinpeach, &c." But this I'pel-

ling confounds the word with ivipeach, to accvfe. Miniheu

however, under impeach, gives us the two figaifications of ac~

cufe and of hinder. Barret, an earlier lexicographer, prefents
us with empeach, fo fpelt, as fignifying only to acci/fe. Todd.
XXXV. g. And facred aihes] Sacred ajlies, i. e. afhes

proftituted to impious and fuperftitious rites, curfed, &c. Thefe
allies were to receive the blood of thofe vicrims, which cried

to God for vengeance. Spenfer, in the following ftanza, ex-

prefies it very ftrong;
" Whole bleifed fprites, from underneath the ftonCi
" To God for vengeance cryde continually;"
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XXXVI.

And there befide of marble ftone was built

i\n altare, carv'd with cunning ymagery ;

On which trew Chriflians blood was often

fpilt,

And holy martyres often doen to dye,
AVith cruell malice and ftrong tyranny :

"VVhofe bleffed fprites, from underneath the

ftone,

To God for vengeance cryde continually ;

And with great griefe were often heard to

grone ;

That hardeft heart would bleede to hear their

piteous mone.
XXXVII.

Through every rowme he fought, and everie

bowr;

But no where could he find that wofull

Thrall.

At laft he came unto an vron doore.

That faft was lockt ; but key found not at all

Emongft that bounch to open it withall ;

But in the fame a little grate was pight,

Through which he fent his voyce, and lowd

did call

Which is fcriptural ;

" The voice of thy brother's blood crieth

unto me from the ground," Gen. iv. 10. Compare Revel, vi. Q.
"

I faw under the altar the fouls of them that were flain for

the word of God, &c." Upton.
XXXVII. 2. t/iat wofull T/iralL] The Red-

crofle Knight. Church.
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With all his powre, to weet if living wight
Were houled therewithin, whom he enlargen

might.
XXXVIII.

Therewith an hollow, dreary, murmuring voyce
Thefe pitteous plaintes and dolours did re-

found ;

" O ! who is that, which bringes me happy

choyce
Of death, that here lye dying every ftound.

Yet live perforce in balefull darkneffe bound ?

For now three moones have changed thrice

their hew,

And have been thrice hid underneath the

ground.
Since I the heavens chearefull face did vew :

O welcome, thou, that doell of death bring

tydings trew !"

XXXIX.

Which when that Champion heard, with percing

point

Of pitty deare his hart was thrilled fore ;

And trembling
• horrour ran through every

ioynt,

For ruth of gentle Knight fo fowle forlore :

Which fliaking off, he rent that yron dore

W' ith furious force and indignation fell ;

Where entred in, his foot could find no flore.
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But all a deepe defcent, as dark as hell.

That breathed ever forth a liithie banefull fmell.

XL.

But neither darkeneffe fowle, nor filthy bands,

Nor nojous fmell, his purpofe could withhold,

(Entire afie6iion hateth nicer hands,)

But that with conftant zele and corage bold,

After long paines and labors manifold,

He found the meanes that Prifoner up to reare ;

Whofe feeble thighes, unable to uphold
His pined corfe, him fcarfe to light could

beare ;

A ruefuU fpe61;acle of death and ghaftly drere.

XLI.

His fad dull eies, deepe funck in hollow pits,

XL. 3. (E?ttire aj^e^ion hateth nicer hands,)"] Our poetin-
terfperles his ientences very frequent ; which, as they ariie

naturally from the fubjed, have no bad efieft. I fliall dwell

a little on this fentiment, as Spenfer feems pleafed with it.

Thus, F Q. ii. ii. 3.
" So love does loath difdainfull nicitee."

Again, ii. vi. 46.
*' So love the dread of danger doth defpife."

Again, iv. viii. 22.
" No fervice lothfome to a gentle kind."

Again, V, i. 27.
" True love defpifeth fhame, when life is cald iu dread."

Perhaps he had this fentiment from Heliodorus, L. i. p. 7.

ocXytivciiv T£
kJ r,^iuj ttocvtuv

virio'p^ovii' '7r(0% ec o\ to ^iT^^ivov, x^ <'^<^'>} Xj

cvvtBvnv TO
(ppos'rfAX Haravayxa^Ei. UptON.

XL. 9. ghaftli/ drcre.] Sorrow, fadnefs. So,

in F. Q. iv. viii. 42. "
Defpiteous drcare." See alfo F. 9- v-

X. 35, v. xii. 20, vi. ii. 4(), vi. iii. 4. Upton.
XLL I. His/ad dull cies, deep funck kc] Perhaps Dante's
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Could not endure th' unwonted fiinne to

view ;

His bare thin cheekes for want of better bits.

And empty fides deceived of their dew,

Could make a llony hart his hap to.rew;

His rawbone amies, whofe mighty brawned

bowrs

Were wont to rive fteele plates, and helmets

hew,

Were clene confam'd ; and all his vitall powres

Decayd; and al his fleili ilironk up like withered

flowres.

XLII.

Whome when his Lady faw, to him flie ran

With hafty ioy : to fee him made her glad,

And fad to view his vifage pale and wan ;

W ho earfl in flowres of freibeft vouth was clad.

Tho, when her well of teares fhe wafted had.

She faid;
" Ah deareft Lord! what evil ftarre

glioft of Forefe might here occur to the poet's mind, Purg,
C. xxiii.

"
Negli occhi era ciafcuna ofcura, e cava,
"

Pallida nella faccia, e tanto icema,
" Che dair olTa la pelle s' informava." Todd.

XLI. 2. th' miwofifed Jii/tne] The light that he
had long been difufcd to. Church.

XLI. 6. —
jvhofe tnighty hrawned bowrs,] The

boxvrs are what anatomilts call, nnifcidi Jlexores ; fo named be-
caufe eafily boxved. The Danes uie buu for the Ihoulder.

Upton.
XLI. 8. JVere clene confumd ;'\

Were entirchi confumed.
So Pfal. x.xxi. 14. "

I am clean forgotten, as a dead man out
of mind." Todd.
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On you hath frownd, and pourd his influ-

ence bad,

That of your lelfe ye thus berobbed arre.

And this miffeeming hew your manly looks doth

marre ?

XLIIL
" But welcome now, my Lord in wele or woe ;

Whofe prefence I have lackt too long a day ;

And fye on Fortune mine avowed foe,

Whofe wrathful wreakes themfelves doe now

alay ;

And for thefe wronges iliall treble penaunce pay
Of treble good: Good growes of evils priefe/'

The chearleffe Man,whom forrow did difmay,

Had no delight to treaten of his griefe ;

His long endured famine needed more rehefe.

XLIV.
" Falre Lady,'* then faid that vidorious Knight,

" The things, that grievous were to doe, or

beare.

Them to renew, I wote, breeds no delight ;

XLIII. 1. my Lord in wele or icoe ;] That is^

Welcome thou that art my Lord, whether in happinels or

mifery. So, in Par. Loft, B. ix. 133.
" As to him link'd in

•weal or woe." See alfo B. viii. 637. All other editions place

a comma after Lord. Church.
XLIII. 7. The cheareleffe man, &c.] It is unnatural, that

the Redcroffe Knight fiiould be fo fuddenlv reconciled to Una,

after he had forfaken her, for her fuppofed inlidelity and im-

purity. The poet fliould certainly firft have brought about an

eclairciffement between them. T. WART0'>r.

XLIV. 3. Them to renew, I wote, breeds no delight;

Bejl mujlcke breeds delight in loathing care:] Here
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Bed muficke breeds delight in loathing eare:

But th' only good, that growes of pafied feare,

Is to be wife, and ware of like agein.

This dales enfample hath this leiibn deare

Deepe written in my heart with yron pen,

That blijfe may not abide injiate of mortall men,

XLV.
*'

Henceforth, Sir Knight, take to you wonted

ftrength,

Andmaiiter thefe mifliaps with patient might:

Loe, where your foe lies flretcht in monftrous

length ;

And loe, that wicked Woman in your fight,

The roote of all your care and wretched

plight.

Now in your powre, to let her live, or die."

" To doe her die," quoth Una,
" were de-

fpight,

feems an errour often erred in the tranfcriblng or printing of
this poem, and that is repeating the fame word twice ov( r.

The learned author of the Remarks on Spenfer has marked this

paflage, and propofes to read, not without reafon,
" Belt rnulick breeds d'ljUke in loathing eare."

So, in Prov. xxv. '20.
" As he that taketh away a garment in

cold weather, and as vinegar upon nitre; fo is he that lingeth

fongs to an heavy heart."

The reader cannot help taking notice of the ftrift filence of
our Chriltian Knight all this while, and how agreeable this is

to the rules of decorum: He had no juil apology to make, and
therefore he makes none. Upton.
XLiy. 8. with yron pen,] Job xix. 24.

*' O that my words were now written ! that thev were gvaren
v^'iih. an yrun p^n !" JoUTlX.

VOL. III. F
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And iliame t'avenge fo weake an enimy;
But fpoile her of her fcarlot robe, and let

her fly."

XLVI.

So, as fhe bad, that Witch they difaraid,

And robd of roiall robes, and purple pall,

And ornaments that richly were difplaid ;

Ne fpared they to ftrip her naked all.

Then, when they had defpoyld her tire and

call.

Such, as file was, their eies might her behold,

That her misfliaped parts did them appall ;

A loathly, wrinckled hag, ill favoured, old,

Whofe fecret filth good manners biddeth not

be told.

XLVII.

Her crafty head was altogether bald,

And, as in hate of honorable eld.

Was overgrowne with fcurfe and filthy fcald ;

XLVI. 4. Ne fpared they tojirip her naked all.] All, i. e.

entireli/, altogether. See Revel, xvii. l6".
" Thefe (hall hate

the whore, and ihall make her delblate and naked." Upton.
XLVI. 5. her tire aiid call,] That is, her

attire and caul. Church.
XLVI, 8. A loathly, •wrinckled hag, &c.] Duefla is a copy

of Ariofto's Alcina, who, having long engaged the affedions of

Rogero by the counterfeited charms of youth and beauty, is at

laft, by the virtue of his ring, found to be old and ugly. Thefe
circumftances of Dueii'a's difcovery are literally tranflated from
the Italian poet, C. vii. 73.

"
Pallido, crefpo, e macilente avea

" Alcina il vifo, il crin raro e canuto :
—

"
Ogni dente di bocca era caduto," T. WaRTON,
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Her teeth out of her rotten gummes were feld.

And her iowre breath abhominably fmeld ;

Her dried dugs, lyke bladders lacking wind,

Hong downe, and filthy matter from them

weld ;

Her wrizled (kin, as rough as maple rind,

So fcabby was, that would have loathd all wo-

mankind.
XLVIII.

Her neather parts, the fliame of all her kind.

My chaiter Mufe for flianie doth blulh to

write :

But at her rompe (lie growing had behind

A foxes taile, with dong all fowly dight :

And eke her feete moft monftrous were in

fidit ;

For one of them was hke an eagles claw,

With griping talaunts armd to greedy fight;

The other like a beares uneven paw :

More ugly fliape yet never living creature faw.

XLIX.

Which when the Knights beheld, amazd they

W'Cre,

XLVIII. 4. A foxes taile, &c.] A foxes taile, alluding to

her craftinefs and cowardice ;
for a fox is timorous unlefs

where he preys with fafety. The eagle, and bear, fhew lier la-

pacious and ravenous difpofition.
" And his feet were as the

feet of a bear," Revel, xiii. 2. Compare this picture here with

that in Orlando Furiofo, C. xxvi. 31, where Superliition is

charaderifed as ignorant, ravenous, cruel, and cunning.
Uptox.

f2
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And wondred at fo fowle deformed wight.
" Such then," laid Una,

" as flie feemeth

here,

Such is the face of Falfliood ; fuch the fight

Of fowle Dueffa, when her borrowed Mght
Is laid away, and counterfefaunce knowne/'

Thus when they had the Witch difrobed

quight,

And all her filthy feature open fliowne,

They let her goe at will, and wander waies

unknowne.
L.

Shee, flying fad from heavens hated face,

And from the world that her difcovered wide,

Fled to the waftfull wildernefle apace,

From living eies her open fliame to hide ;

And lurkt in rocks and caves, long unefpide.

But that faire crew ofKnights, and Una faire,

Did in that caftie afterwards abide,

To red themfelves, and weary powres repaire:

Where (tore they fownd of al, that dainty was

and rare.

XLTX. 6. counterfefaunce] Counterfcitingf
diiluuulaiion. Church..
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^.
CANTO IX.

His loves and lignage Arthnre tells :

The Knights knitt friendly bands :

Sir Trevifanjiicsjrom Defpeyre,

JVhom Redcros Knight zvithjlands.

I.

O ! GOODLY golden chayne, wherewithyfere

The vertues hnked are in lovely wize;

And noble mindes of yore allyed were,

In brave pourfuitt of clievalrous emprize,

That none did others fafety defpize,

Nor aid envy to him, in need that llands ;

But friendly each did others praife devize.

How to advaunce with favourable hands,

As this good Prince redeemd the Redcroife

Knight from bands.

II.

Who when their powres, empayrd through
labor long,

With dew repaft they had recured well,

And that weake captive wight now wexed

ftrong ;

Them lift no lenger there at leafure dwell,

I. 1. yfere] In company, together.
Uled by Chaucer and G. Douglas. See alfo F. Q. ii. i. 35, ii.

ix. 2, iii. vii. -iS, &c. So infere, in company. Upton.

p3
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Bat forward fare, as their adventures fell :

I^ut, ere they parted, Una faire befoiight

That ftraunger Knight his name and nation

tell ;

Lead fo great good, as he for her had

wrought,

Should die unknown, and buried be in thankles

thou2;ht.^
III.

" Faire Virgin," faid the Prince,
"
yee me re^

quire

A thing without the compas of my witt :

For both the lignage, and the certein lire,

From which I fprong, from mee are hidden yitt.

For all fo foone as life did me admitt

Into this world, and fliewed hevens light,

From mother's pap I taken was unfitt,

II. 6. Unafaire be/ought
That Jlrcnniger Knight his name ajid nation tell ;] That

Una knew the name, which this Knight was known by in Fairy

land, is plain from ftanza 6 jnft below. But Fairy Knights

often concealed their real names, and took feigned names:

Good manners therefore made her alk, before Ihe addrefled

him. Una knew not whether Prince Arthur was his real or

aflunied name ;
nor does he in his anfwer refolve this doubt.

Our poet (Hke the romance writers) gives his heroes various

titles: St. Georsze is known by the title of the Redcrofle

Kniuht: Arthegal has the name of the ./tf/rflge Knight : Britor

mart paffes for a man; and Una is called the errant damzell.

In imitation of this cuftom and manner of romance heroes,

Don Quixote took the title of Knight of the forrouful counte-

nance, afterwards oi Knight of the lions ;
herein following (as he

fays himfell) the praftice of Knights errants, who changed their

names, whenever it either ferved their turns or pleafed their

fancies. Upton.
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And ftreight delivered to a Fary Knight,
To be upbrought in gentle thewes and martiall

might.
IV.

" Unto old Timon he me brought bjlive ;

Old Timon, who in youthly yeares hath been©

In warlike feates th' experteft man alive.

And is the wifeft now on earth I weene :

His dwelling is, low in a valley greene.

III. g, in gentle thewes] In genteel accompliHi-
ments. Church.

IV, 1. U7ito old Timon he me brought] I have often ob-

ferved that Spenfer varies his names from hiftnry, mythology',
or romance, agreeable to his own fcheme : and here, by faying
that Arthur was nurtured by Timon, allegorically he means,
that he was brought up in the ways of honour : for fo his tu-

tor's name fignifies.
" Unto old Timon he me brought." He

agrees with the principal fubftantive in It. 3. viz. the certeinjire

from xoMch I /prong, namely, Uter Pendragon.
—The I'ary

Knight, there mentioned, is, according to Spenfer, Timon, ac-

cording to the hiftorie of P. Arthur, Sir ERor.—Let us hear

our poet's own account in his letter to Sir W. R. " Arthur
was a long while under the education of Timon, to whom he
was by Merlin delivered to be brought up, fo foone as he was
borne of the lady Igrayne ; during which time he faw in a
vifion the Faery Queen, with whofe excellent beautie raviflied,

he refolved to feeke her out : and fo being by INIerlin armed,
and by Timon thoroughly inftru(!:ted, he went to feek her forth

in Faerye Land." This does not entirely agree with Spenfer's
account in the poem ; where 'tis not Merlin that delivers him
to be educated by old Timon, the fairy knight ; but he, the fire

from whom P. Arthur fprung. To reconcile Spenfer with

himfelf, we muft interpret,
"
by Merlin delivered," delivered

by the connfel of Merlin. Prince Arthur fays. Merlin had charge
his difcipline to frame : This is according to the hiftory of P.

Arthur, and Jetf. of Monmouth. And hence Ariofto fays,
That Arthur undertook no enterprize without the counftl of

Merlin, C. .xxiii. g. Ufton.

p 4
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Under the foot of Raiiran mofly hore,

From whence the river Dee, as fiher cleene,

His tombhng billowes rolls with gentle rpre;

There all my daies he traind me up in vertuous

lore.

V.

*' Thether the great magicien Merlin came,
As was his ufe, ofttimes to vifitt mee ;

For he had charge my difcipline to frame.

And tutors nouriture to overfee.

Flim oft and oft I afkt in privity,

Of what loines and what lignage I did fpring,

Whofe aunfwere bad me ftill alfured bee,

That I was fonne and heire unto a king,

As time in her iuft term the truth to light

fiiould bring/'
VI.

" Well worthy impe," faid then the Lady gent,

IV. 6. Under the foot of Rauran] In Seidell's illuftration

of Diuas Emris, where INIerlin prophefied, he adds " Raura??.-

Vaur hill is there by in JNIerioneth : whence the origin of that

tiction of the Mufes beft pupil, the noble Spenfer, in fuppofing
Merlin vfually to vifit his old Timon, whole dwelling he places
low in a valley grcene, under the foot o/" Rauran, <^c." Dray-
ton's Poli/ulb. Song X. lUuftr. Todd.

VI. 1. JFcll "worthy impe, &c.] Impe is child, derived

perhaps from the Welch imp, a Jhoot or fucker. So, in F. Q.
Introdud. i. 3.

"
Impe of highell love." See alfo note on F.

Q. V. xi. l6'. In the metrical romance oi Fefftratus and Cata-

nea, we have "
imps of heauenly hewe," Sign, I. vi. b. Shak-

i'peare feems to ridicule this ufe of the word, by putting it into

the mouth of that dealer in bombaft, ancient Piitol, when he

greets the reformed Henry, 7v. Hen. IV. P. 2. A. and S. ult,
" The heavens thee gu?ird and keep, moll royall imp of fame \"
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" And pupil fitt for fuch a tutors hand !

But what adventure, or what high intent,

Hath brought you hether into Fary land,

Aread, Prince Arthure, crowne of martiall

band ?'

" Full hard it is," quoth he,
" to read aright

The courfe of heavenly caufe, or underftand

The fecret meaning of th' Eternall Might,

That rules mens waies, and rules the thoughts

of living wight.

VII.

" For whether He, through fatal deepe forefight.

Me hither fent, for caufe to me ungheft ;

Or that frefh bleeding wound, which day and

night
Whilome doth rancle in my riven breft,

AYith forced fury following his beheft.

Me hether brought by wayes yet never found ;

You to have helpt 1 hold myfelf yet bleft."

*' Ah ! courteous Knight," quoth flie,
" what

fecret wound

Could ever find to grieve the gentled hart on

o-round ?"&'

Of Lady gent fee the explanation, where the fame phrafe

occurs, in ftanza xxvii. Todd.
VI. 5. JreacI, Prince Arthure,'] Arthur and Una have been

hitherto reprefented as entire ftrangers to each other ; and it

does not appear how Una became acquainted with the name
t)f this new Knight. T. VV.AHXoisr.
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VIII.

" Dear Dame," quoth he,
"
you fleeping fparkes

awake.

Which, troubled once, into huge flames will

grow ;

Ne ever will their fervent fury flake,

Till living moyfture into fmoke do flow.

And wafl;ed life doe lye in aflies low.

Yet Athens filence leffeneth not mv fire.

But, told, it flames; and, hidden, it does glow;
I wdll revele what ye fo much denre :

Ah ! Love, lay down thy bow, the whiles I may
refpyre.

IX.

" It was in frefliefl; flowre of youthly yeares,

When corage firfl: does creepe in manly chefl;;

Then firfl: that cole of kindly heat appeares

To kindle love in every living breft :

But me had warnd old Timons wife behefl;,

Thofe creeping flames by reafon to fubdew,

VIII. 2. Which, troubled once^l Which being once dif-

turbed and raked into. Church.
IX. 3. • that cole] 1'he fecond and all the later

editions read " the cole." But *' that cole" alludes to the

Jlccpbig fparkes in the preceding Itanza. Church.
Mr. Upton reads "

i'/;fl^ cole ;" but Tonfon's edition, pub-
liflied in the Came year with thofe of Upton and Church, reads
<' the cole." Todd.

IX. 5. old Timons] The firfl edition reads

Cleans. Spenfer doubted whether to take the name of Prince

Arthur's tutor from glon/, or from honour. See the note on

ft. 4. But he correded Cleans among the errours of the prefs.

Upton.
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Before their rage grew to fo great unreft,

As miferable lovers ufe to revv,

AVhich ftill wex old in woe, whiles woe ftil

wexeth new.

X.

" That ydle name of love, and lovers life,

As lofle of time, and vertues enimy,
I ever fcorn'd, and ioyd to ftirre up ftrife,

In middeft of their mournfull tragedy ;

Ay wont to laugh, when them I heard to cry.

And blow the fire, which them to allies brent :

Their god himfelfe, grievd at my libertie,

Shott many a dart at me with fiers intent ;

But I them warded all with wary government,

XI.

" But all in vaine ; no fort can be fo ftrong,

Ne flefhlv breft can armed be fo fownd,

But will at laft be Vv'onne with battrie long.

Or unawares at difadvantage fownd :

Nothing is fure that growes on earthly grownd.
Andwhomoft truftes in arme of

fleilily might,

And boaftes in beauties chaine not to be

bownd.
Doth fooneft fall in difaventrous fight,

And yeeldes his caytive neck to vi6tours mofl

defpight.
XII.

"
Enfample make of him your hapleife ioy,

And of my felfe now mated, as ye fee ;
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Whofe proudervaunt that proud avenging boy
Did foone pluck downe, and curbdmy libertee.

For on a day, prickt forth with ioUitee

Of loofer hfe and heat of hardiment,

Raunging the foreft wide on courfer free,

The fields, the floods, the heavens, with one

confent.

Did feeme to laugh on me, and favour mine

intent.

XIII.

" Forwearied with my fportes, I did alight

From loftie fteed, and downe to fleepe me

layd :

The verdant gras my couch did goodly dight,

And pillow was my helmett fayre difplayd :

Whiles every fence the humour fweetembayd,
And flombring foft my hart did fteale away,
Me feemed, by my fide a royall Mayd
Her daintie limbes full foftly down did lay :

So fayre a creature yet faw never funny day.

XIV.

'" Mofl goodly glee and lovely blandifnment

She to me made, and badd me love her deare ;

For dearely fure her love was to me bent.

As, when iull time expired, fliould appeare.

XIII. 1. Forwearied] Over fatigued. See F. Q. i. i. 32.

The edition of 1731 reads For iceariecl. Church,
The fame miftake is alfo committed in Tonfon s edition of

175S. Todd.
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But, whether dreames delude, or true it were,

AVas never hart fo raviftit with deUght,

Ne hvins: man hke wordes did ever heare,

As (he to me deUvered all that night ;

And at her parting laid. She Queene of Faries

hight.
XV.

" When I awoke, and found her place devoyd.

And noughtbut preffed gras where flie had lyen,

I forrowed all fo much as earft I ioyd.

And waflied all her place with watry eyen.

From that day forth I lov'd that face divyne ;

From that day forth I call in carefull mynd,
To feek her out with labor and long tyne,

And never vowd to reft till her I fvnd :

Nyne monethes I feek in vain, yet ni'll that

vow unbynd."

XIV. 6. Was never hart &c.] See the note on F. Q. i. iii.

4. Did never Sec. Todd.
XIV. 9. SAe Queene of Faries higlit.] Was called.

See alio F. Q. i. x. 12, i. x, 55, «&c. It appears to have been

the cuftom of our ancient poets thus to employ hight without

prefixing was, is, &c. So, in Songes and Sonnets, by the Earle

of Suirey and others, 12mo, 15S7. fol. 5. b.

"
Bright is her hew, and Geraldine Ihe hight."

So likewife in the Prologue to Prefton's Cambifes, written and

printed in the reign of Elifabeth :

" In Percia there reignd a king, who Cirus hight by name."

That is, a/flA- called. Todd.
XV. 8. And never vowd to reji] That is, as Mr. Church

interprets,
" And voto'd never to reft." So I read with the

firtt edition, Mr. Church, and the edition of 1751. All other

impreffions follow the fecond edition, which reads voxv. Todd.
XV, 9. Npie monethes &c.] See the note, F. Q. ii. ix. 7.

Chuuch.
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XVI.

Thus as he fpake, his vifage wexed pale,

And chaunge ofhew great paffion did bewray;
Yett ftill he ftrove to cloke his inward bale.

And hide the fmoke that did his fire difplay;

Till gentle Una thus to him gan fay ;

" O happy Queene of Faries, that haft fownd,

. Mongft many, one that with his prowefie may
Defend thine honour, and thy foes confownd !

True loves are often fown, but feldom grow on

grownd/'
XVII.

"
Thine, O ! then," faid the gentle Redcroffe

Knight,
" Next to that Ladies love, dial be the place,

O fayreft Virgin, full of heavenly light,

Whofe wondrous faith, exceeding earthly race,

Was firmeft fixt in myne extremeft cafe.

And you, my Lord, the patrone of my life,

Of that great Queene may well gaine wor-

thie grace ;

For onely worthie you through prowes priefe,

Yf living man mote worthie be, to be her liefe/'

XVIII.

So diverfly difcourfmg of their loves.

The golden funne his gliftring
head gan fliew,

XVI. 2. pafTion] Commotion, dUordeu

See the note on F. Q. i. ii. 26. Chukcii.
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And fad remembraunce now the Prince amoves

With frefli defire his voyage to purfew :

Als Una earnd her traveill to renew.

Then thofe two Knights, faft frendfliip for

to bynd,
And love eflabhfli each to other trew,

Gave goodly gifts, the fignes of gratefull

mynd,
And eke, as pledges firme, right hands together

ioynd.
XIX.

Prince Arthur gave a boxe of diamond fure,

Embowd with gold and gorgeous ornament,

XVITI, 3. amoves] Moves. Chaucer
thus ufes it with the particle added. See alfo amoved, F. Q.
iii, ix. at, iii. xi. 13. Upton.

XVIII. 5. Als] Jlfo. Again, ft. 21. But fee the note
on /ils, F. Q. iv. vii. 35. Todd.

XVIII. ^. And eke, as pledges] This is the reading of the

firft edition, which is followed by thofe of 1751 and Mr.
Church. All other editions read " the pledges." Todd.

XIX. 1. Prince Arthur gave &c,] Our Knights do not

part without mutual prefents; and this is agreeable to Homer:
Diomed and Glaucus, Ajax and Heftor, part not without gifts,

though engaged in different interefts. In the box, given by
the prince, were inclofed " few drops of liquor of wondrous

worth,
" That any wownd could heale incontinent :"

That the Redcrofle Knight bad occafion for fuch a prefent

may be feen by turning to F. Q. i. v. 45. See likewife i. vii. 31.
This precious liquour is mentioned in F. Q. iv. viii. 20. And
thefe kind of enchanted balfoms and liquours are frequently
to be met with in romance-writers : in imitation of thefe, Don
Quixote endeavours to get the balfam of Fierabras, which
cures all wounds. Upton.
XIX. 2. Embowd] Arched, arcuatus, bent like a bow :

" A box having a vaulted cover of gold," Spenfer, in hii
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Wherein were closd few drops of liquor pure,

Of wondrous worth, and vertue excellent.

That any wownd could heale incontinent.

"Which to requite, the Redcroffe Knight him

gave
A Booke, wherein his Saveours Teftament

Was writt with golden letters rich and brave ;

A worke of wondrous grace, and hable foules

to fave.

XX.

Thus beene they parted ; Arthur on his way
To feeke his love, and th^ other for to fight

With Unaes foe, that all her realme did pray.

But (lie, now weighing the decayed plight

And ihrunken fynewes of her chofen Knight,
Would not a while her forward courfe purfew.

Vifions of the Worlds Vanity, expreffes the curve of the moon

by this word
;

" emhowed like the moon." liarington. in his

Orlando Furiojh, makes ufe of embowd to denote the concave

appearance of the clouds in the iky, B. xxxii. 93. In the

fame fenfe, fays Bacon, of bow windows :

" For imboxved win-

dows, I hold them of good ufe ; for they be prettie retiring

places for conference," EJJ'. Of Building, xlv. Gafcoigne, in his

Jocajla, applies embowd to a roof, A, i. S. ii.

" The gilted roofs emboiod with curious worke :"

That is, vaulted with curious work : And Milton,
" The high emboxced roof

" With antique pillars &c." T. Wartox.
The ufe of emboived feems to have been common, by Barret's

introdudlion of it into his Dictionary, publiliied in 1580,

Under the examples, illuftrating the word, he mentions
" roofes carued and emboxccd ;" and, what is more to the pre-
fent purpofe,

"
pretious of fafliion, cmboxLcd ; exfubcraiites

£emm£e, quibus oppouuntur cavae. Pliu." Todd.
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Ne bring him forth in face of dreadfull fight,

Till he recovered had his former hew :

For him to be jet weake and wearie well flie

knew*

So as they ti*aveild, lo ! they gari efpv
An armed Knight towards them gallop fali^

That feemed from fome feared foe to fiy.

Or other griefly thing, that him aghaft*

Still, as he fleddj his eye was backward call,

As if his feare ftill followed him behynd :

Als flew his deed, as he his bandes had bralt.

And with his winged heeles did tread the wynd*
As he had been a fole of Pegafus his kynd*

XXI. 4. —— thai him agliaft.] That ierrifitd
him. Aghajl is here ufcd as a verb ; frequently he ules it as a

participle. See ftanzaxxiiiy and tllewhere. Church.
"^gofiCf both as a verb and a participle, is alfo ul'ed by

Chaucen See Tyrwhitt's GlolT. Todd.
XXL 6. As if his feare] The thing which hefeared. Com-

pare Proiu i. 26. "
I will mock when your fear cometh ;

when your fear cometh as defolatiori." Of this paflage an
older tranflation, namely in 1569, is as follows :

" Therfore
fliall I alfo laughe in your deftrudion, and mocke you, when
that thinge that ye feare commeth upon you ;

euen when the

thinge that ye be afrayde of falleth in fodenlie like a ftorme."

Spenfer illuftrates himfelfF. Qj v* viii. Sgi
" Faft did they fly as them their feete could beaire
"

High over hilles, and lowly over dales,
" As they werefollow'd of theirformer feare."

Shakfpeare ufes the word in the fenfe of that which occajions

fear, in Ant. and Cleop. At ii. S. iiii

" near him, thy angel" Becomes a.fear
^"

On which paflage the commentators have obferved, thfit fear
was a perfonage in fome of the ancient moralities. '1'odd.

VOL. Ill, G
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XXII.

Nigh as he drew, they might perceive his head

To be imarmd, and curld uncombed heares

Upftaring ftifFe, difmaid with {incouth dread :

Nor drop of blood in all his face appeares.

Nor life in limbe ; and, to increafe his feares, .

Infowle reproch ofknighthoodesfayre degree,

About his neck an hempen rope he weares,

That with his gliftring armes does ill agree :

But he of rope, or armes, has now no memoree.
XXIII.

The RedcrolTe Knight toward him croffed fad.

To weet what mider wight was fo difmayd :

There him he findes all fencelelTe and aghaft.

That of himfelfe he feemd to be afrayd ;

Whom hardly he from flying forward ftayd.

Till he thefe wordes to him deliver might ;

" Sir Kniglit, aread who hath ye thus arayd.

And eke from whom make ye this hafty flight ?

For never Knight I faw in fuch miffeeming

plight."
XXIV.

He anfwerd nought at all ; but adding new

Feare to his firfi: amazment, fl;aring wyde

XXIII. 2. To iceet what mifter •wiglitj To learn wliat\

manner of perfon, &c. So Chaucer, p. 14. ed. Urr.
" But tellitli me what 7«;7/fr men ye ben." CnuRCir.

XXIII. 4. That of h'wifilfe &c.] See the note, F. Q. i.

ii, 10. Sackville, in his Induction, liad thus defcribed D/TrtJ ;

"
So3'n'd and amaz'd at his owne fhade for dreed,

*• And fearing greater dangers then was need." Todd.
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AVith ftony eyes and hartleffe hollow Lew,

Aftoiiifht ftood, as one that had afpj^de

Infernall Furies with their chaines iintjdei

Him yett againe, and yett againe, bel'pake

The gentle Knight ; who nought to him re-

plyde;

But, trembling every ioynt, did inly quake,
And foltring tongue at laft thefe words feemd

forth to Ihake ;

XXV.
" For Gods deare love, Sir Knight, doe me not

For loe ! he comes, he comes fafl after mee \"

Eft looking back would faine have runne

away ;

XXIV. 4. • as one that had afpyde

Infernall Furies with their chaines vntj/de.] Virg.
^n. iv. 469.

" Eumenidum veliiti demens videt agniina Pentheus."
Thus Oreftes in his difturbed imagination lees the infernal

Furies. See Eurip. Oreji. ver. 255, &c. Spenl'er makes the
fame obfervation, F. Q. ii. v. 37, ii- viii. 46" ; and in other

paflages. Upton.
XXV. 1. For Gods deare love, Sir Knight, doe me notJlay ;

For loe ! he comes, &c.] I'his ipeech, wi'th the

frequent repetitions, plainly fhows a hurried and difiuibed

mind. The fame obfervation might be made on ft. 28 ;

where, with many paufes and circumlocutions, this difturbed

Knight defcribes Defpair : He is frightened, and in horrour, at

the very name of him—that Villcn—that citrfed wight
—a man

of htll—God from him me blej/'e !—from "whom I jujt efcaped
— 

that calls himjelf Dcfpayre. A poet muft have a lively feeling
of all thefe images before he can make them fo perfpicuouily

pafs before our very eyes. But indeed no one had ever fucli

a power of raifing viftons and images, as Spenfcr. Uptox.
•XXV. 3. Eft looking bacJ\'\ Eft, aftcrivards, moreover, agiiini

G 2
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But he him forft to ftay, and tellen free

The fecrete caufe of his perplexitie :

Yet nathemore by his bold hartie fpeach

Could his blood-frofen hart emboldned bee,

But through his boldnes rather feare did

reach ;

Yett, forft, at laft he made through filence

fuddein breach :

XXVI.
" And am I now in fafetie fure," quoth he,

" From him, that would have forced me to

dye ?

And is the point of death now turnd fro mee,

That I may tell this haplelTe hiftory ?"

" Fear nought," quoth he,
"
nodaunger now

is nje."
" Then ihall I you recount a ruefuU cace,"

Said he,
" the which with this unlucky eye

I late beheld ; and, had not greater grace

Me reft from it, had bene partaker of the place.

Skinner. Here, I think, Spenfcr ufes eft for again ; but for

afterwards, F. Q. ii. iv. 18, and for moreover, V. Q. vi. ix. 1.

in the Shrp. Cal. September, Mr. Batlmrll interprets our poet
in a different fenfe from any of thefe :

" For he had eft learned a curs call."

Eft he there tranllates vfu, that is, by practice, which feems to

be the true f(>nfe of the word in tliat place ; unlefs it is there

ufed fo r moreorer. Church.
XXV. 6. Yet nathemore] Knt the wore. In the fame

Ta-Annev iiath'elcfl'e, iorneverthelefs, is extended to three fyllables,

in the tifty-fourth ftanza, Nathlefs frequently occurs in Chaucer,
as well as in Spcnier. Todd.
XXVI. <). pari alicr oi the place] Perhaps
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XXVII.
" I lately chaunft (would I had never chaunft

!)

With a fayre Knight to keepen companee,
Sir Terwin hight, that well himfelfe advaunft

In all afFayres, and was both bold and free ;

But not fo happy as mote happy bee :

He lov'd, as was his lot, a Lady gent,
That him againe lov'd in the leaft degree ;

For flie was proud, and of too high intent,

And ioyd to fee her lover languilli and lament :

XXVIII.
" From whom retourning fad and comfortiefle,

As on the way together we did fare.

We met that Villen, (God from him me
bleffe

!)

That curfed wight, from whom I fcapt

whyleare,
A man of hell, that calls himfelfe Defpai/re :

it might be better,
"
partaker on the place ;" that is, I fliould

have killed m^felf in the lame place where I faw another kill

himfelf. Jortin.
The true reading (as I find it in all the editions) is more

agreeable to Spenfer's manner. So F. Q. iii. viii. 50. 4.

" And be partaker of their fpeede :"
That is, I will join them in their purfuit. In like manner Sir
Trevifan means to %, that, had not greater grace (than was
given to his unhappy companion) drawn him from that hor-
rible place, the Cave of Delpair, he Ihould have been in it, at
the time he was then fpeakiug. Church.
XXVII. 6. a Lady gent,] So, in the fixth

ftanza of this canto,
" the Lad)/ gent." Gent is accompUjIied,

handfome. See Cotgrave's Fr. Did. V. Gent. And thus, in
JIawes's Hijl. of Graunde Atnoure, 1534. Sign. B.

iiij. b.
" There fate dame Dodtrine, that /«(/// gait." Todd,

G 3
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Who firfl us greets, and after fayre areedes

Of tydinges ftraunge, and of adventures rare;

So creeping clofe, as fnake in hidden weedes,

Inquireth of our Hates, and of our knightly
deedes.

XXIX,
*' Which when he knew, and felt our feeble harts

Emboft with bale, and bitter byting griefe,

AVhich love had launched with his deadly
darts ;

A^ ith wounding words, and termes of foule

repriefe,

He pluckt from us all hope of dew reliefe,

That earlt us held in love of lingring life :

Then hopeleffe, hartlelfe, gan the cunning
thiefe

Perfwade us d}^, to (tint all further ftrife ;

To me he lent this rope, to him a ruily knife ;

XXX.
** AYith which fad inftrument of hafly death.

That wofull lover, loathing lenger light,

A wyde way made to let forth living breath.

But I, more fearfull or more lucky wight,

. XXIX. 2. Emboft &c.] Overwhelmed with forrow. See

F. Q. iii. i. 22. Church.
XXX. 2. That wnfull lover, loatldng lenger light,] Thus

Dido is defcribed in V^irgil, J^n. iv. -tSO.
" Turn vero

iiijctix fatis exterrita Dido
" Mortem orat ; tadet cceli covvcxu tiieri."

And thus the wofull lovers in the fliades below, who killed

tiieiwfelves- J lucem peruft, yEn. iv. 433. Upton.
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Difmaycl with that deformed difmall fight,

Fledd faft away, halfe dead with dying feare ;

Ne yet alTur'd of hfe by you, Sir Knight,
Whofe hke infirmity hke chaunce may beare :

But God you never let his charmed fpeaches

heare \"

XXXI.
" How may a man,'' faid he,

" with idle

fpeach
Be wonne to fpoyle the cafi:le of his health

" I wote,'' quoth he,
" whom tryall late did

teach,

That like would not for all this worldes wealth.

His fubtile tong, like dropping honny, mealt'h

Into the heart, and fearcheth every vaine ;

Tliat, ere one be aware, by fecret fi:ealth

His powre is reft, and weaknes doth remaine.

O never. Sir, defire to try his guilefull traine !"

XXXII.
"

Certes," fayd he,
" hence ihall I never reft,

XXXI. 1. liotv may a man, &c.] How can a man be pre-
vailed upon by words, to I'poil &c. See the notes, F. Q. i.

vi. 39, i. xii. 40, ii. i. 11. Church.
XXXI. 2.  the cafile of his health?^ This ex-

preflion might have been fuggefted perhaps by Sir Thomas
Eliot's Caftle of Helfhe, a book publiHied in 1334. However,
Sackville had alfo ufed the phrale in his Induction :

" When fickneffe leekes his cajiell health to fcale."

Todd.
XXXI. 5. His fubtile tong, like dropping homiy, &(:.] See

Prov. V. 3.
" The lips of a Itrange woman drop as an honey-

comb." See alio Horn. //. «. 249, and TalTo, C. ii. 6U
Upton.

g4
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Till I that Treachours art have heard and

tryde :

And you, Sir Knight, whofe name mote I

requeft,

Of grace do me unto his cabin guyde/^
*'

I, that bight Trevifan," quoth he,
"

will

ryde,

Againft my liking, backe to doe you grace :

But not for gold nor glee will I abyde

By you, when ye arrive in that fame place ;

For lever had I die then fee his deadly face/*

XXXIII.

Ere long they come, where that fame wicked

wight

His dwelling has, low in an hollow cave,

Far underneath a craggy cliff ypight,

XXXII. 2,
 —— ^//fif# Treachours] Treachorn; treachetour^

traitor. Gall, tricheur. See alfo F. Q. ii. i. 12, ii. iv, 27, ii.

X. ol. Ufton.
XXXII. 7. But not for gold nor glee] I make no doubt

Spenl'er gave,
" But not for gold orfoe

—"

So, in F. Q, i. x, 4-3,

nor wouldybr gold orfoe
** Be wonne —" Church.

XXXII. 9, For lever had I die &c.] I had rather diQ

than &c, So Cliaucer, p. 106\ edit. Urr.
" Me Ipvir were than a barrel of ale
"

INIy wife at home had herd this legend opes.'*

And Fairfax, C, ix. 36",
" Nor can he tell whether he Icifor would
" Or die himfelfe, or kill the Pagan bould."

CiiyRCH.
XXXIII. 3. = —

ypight,] This is the

reading of the fecond edition. The fjrft, probably by an erjouy
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Darke, dolefiill, dreary, like a greedy grave.
That Itill for carrion carcafes doth crave :

On top whereof ay dwelt the ghaftly owle,

Siirieking his balefull note, which ever drave

Far from that haunt all other chearefull fowle ;

And all about it wandring ghoftes did wayle
and howle :

XXXIV.

And all about old ftockes and ftubs of trees,

Whereon nor fruit nor leafe was ever feen.

Did hang upon the ragged rocky knees ;

On which had many wretches hanged beene,

Whofe carcafes were fcattred on the greene,
And throwne about the cliffs. Arrived there,

of the prefs, gives yplight. Fight is frequent in Spenfer for

placed, ^fixtd. In the limilar feule of dwelt Chaucer ufes the

word, addreffing the Virgin Mary, p. l^<2. edit. Urr.
"

Through thin huniblefle, the Goft that in The light," Of whofe vertue, when he in thin hert pight," Conceived was the Fathers fapience, &c." Todd.
XXXIII. 6". On top whereof ay dwelt the ghajlly owlc,

Shrieking his bakfull note, bic] Henry More,
the celebrated Platonift and paliionate admirer of Spenfer,
has, in his Sung of the Soul, B. j. C, iii, imitated, I had almoft
laid rivalled, this iine paffage :

" Hence you may fee, if that you dare to mind,"
Upon the tide of this accurfed hil,

*'

Many a dreadfuU corfe ytoft in wind,
" Which with hard halter their loathd life did fpill." There lives another which himfelf did kill
*' With rufty knife, all roU'd in his own blood ;" And ever and anon a dolefuU knill
" Comes from the fatall owl, that in fad mood

** With drery found doth pierce through the death-fliadowed
wood,"

Both poets feem to have remembered Virgil, JJn. iv. 45o.

Todd.
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That bare-head Knight, for dread and dole-

fiill teene,

Would faine have fled, ne durfl approchen
neare ;

But th' other forft him ftaje, and comforted in

feare.

XXXV.

That darkefome cave they enter, where they find

That curfed man, low fitting on the ground.

Muling full fadly in his fullein mind :

His griefie lockes, long growen and unbound,

Difordred hong about his flioulders round.

And hid his face ; through which his hollow

eyne

XXXV. 4. His griefie lockes,] The folios of I6II and

1679 I'ead grie/lt/, which is, I think, as Spenfer gave it. See
F. Q. ii. xi. 12, iii. xii. ip. Church.

JNlr. Upton abfolutely reads griejlie; for fo foqlidi a reading
as griefie, he fays, bearing fome refemblance of truth without

being the thing itfelf, is lead of all to be borne.—But we are

not here, I think, to exclaim fo haftily, like Sir Hugh Evans,
" The tevil and his tarn ! what phrafe is this ?" Griejly is, in-

deed, a common word in Spenfer; and on that very account,
I apprehend, the poet here wrote griefie, and not griejlie ; he

plainly intended to paint Defpair in colours, that would ex-
hibit a m<i)l J'qualid being; but griejlie denotes hideous, terrible,

and is more applicable to the countenance than to the hair ;

whereas griefie locks correfpond with the fubfequent defcription
of the wretch's filthy drefs : And fo Spenfer's own editions read.

Dr. Johnfon, in his DiAionary, has cited this paffage, however,
in order to illuftrate the adjedive grijly. I muft not omit to

obferve, that Spenfer's contemporary, Arthur Golding, has, in

his tranflation of Ovid's 4th Metamorphofis, defcribed the

Furies with ''

filthy hcare!' Todd.
XXXV. 6. his hollow eyne

Lookt deadly dull,] The fame image is finely

reprefented by Chaucer, p. 344. edit. Urr.
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Lookt deadly dull, and flared as aftound ;

His raw-bone cheekes, through penurie and

pine,

Were (hronke into his iawes, as he did never

dine.

XXXVI.

His garment, nought but many ragged clouts,

With thornes together pind and patched was,

The M hich his naked fides he wrapt abouts :'

And him befide there lay upon the gras

A dreary corfe, whole life away did pas.

All wallowd in his own yet luke-warme bloody

That from his wound yet welled frefli, alas !

In which a rufly knife fafl fixed flood.

And made an open paffage for the guiliing flood.

XXXVII.

Which piteous fpe6lacle, approving trew

The wofull tale that Trevifan had told,

" This wofull man, that was nat fully ded,
*' When that he herde the name of Thifbe crien,
" On her he caft his hevy dedlij eyev." Church.

XXXV. 8. His raxc-bone cheekes, &c.] Sackville, who, next
to Spenfer, is the nioft: full and expreffive painter of allegorick

perfonages, defcribes his Miferie after the fame manner ;

" His face was leane, and foine deale pin'd away," And eke his hands confumed to the bone ;
" But what his bodie v/as I cannot fay," For on his carkas rayment had he none,
" Saue clouts and patches pieced one by one,"

But the circumftance of the thorns in It. 36' is new, and ftrongly
pifturefque. T. VVauton.
The circumftance of the thorns, however, is not new

; but,
as Mr. Upton has obferved, is an imitation of Virgil's

" con-
Jiertum tegmen fpinis," /L'«. iii. i^i. Todd,
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Whenas the gentle Redcrofle Knight did

vew;

With firie zeale he burnt in courage bold

Him to avenge, before his blood were cold ;

And to the Villein fayd ;
" Thou damned

wight,
The authour of this fa6l we here behold,
What iuftice can but iudge againft thee right,

With thine owne blood to price his blood, here

Ihed in fight ?"

XXXVIII.
" What franticke fit,'' quoth he,

" hath thus

diftraught

Thee, foolifli man, fo ra(h a doome to give ?

What iuftice ever other iudgement taught,
But he fliould dye, who merites not to live ?

None els to death this man defpayring drive

But his owne guiltie mind, deferving death.

Is then uniuft to each his dew to give ?

Or let him dye, that loatheth living breath ?

Or let him die at eafe, that hveth here uneath ?

XXXVII. 9- J^'iik thine oume blood to price Ms Hood, &:c.]
That is, to pay the price of his blood with thine. Ital. prezzare.
*' Whofo flieddeth man's blood, by man Ihall his blood be

filed," Gen. ix. 6. See alfo 11. 43, and C. v. ft. 26. Upton.
XXXVIII. 9. uneath ?] Scarcely,

See Chaucer, Mill. Prol. 3123. edit, Tyrwhitt." The Miller that for^-dronken was all pale," So that unethes upon his hors he fat."

See alfo Gloii; Uny's Chaucer, V. Eith, Sax. eath, eafy, ready,
&c. Whence wmethe, unncthes, hardly, with

difficulty. Th^
word is often ufed by Spenfer. To do.
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XXXIX.
^* Who travalles by the wearie wandring way,
To come unto his wiflied home m hafte,

And meetes a flood, that doth his paflage flay ;

Is not great grace to helpe him over pafl,

Or free his feet that in the myre flicke fafl ?

Mo ft envious man, that grieves at neighbours

good;
And fond, that ioyefl in the woe thou hafl ;

Why wilt not let him pafle, that long hath

flood

Upon the bancke, yet wilt thy felfe not pas the

flood ?

XL.
•* He there does now enioy eternall reft

And happy eafe, which thou doeft want and

crave,

And further from it daily wandereft :

What if fome little payne the paflage have.

That makes frayle flefli to feare the bitter

wave ;

Is not Ihort payne well borne, that bringes

long eafe,

XXXIX. 1. fVho travailes &c.] A great deal of the fo-

phiftry in this, and the following ftanza, feems taken from
Seneca, Compare too Milton, Par. Lojl, B. x, ^g^. Upton,
XXXIX. 4. to helpe hbn over part,] That is,

to help him^fl/i over; paft iov paj's, becaufe of the rhyme.
Church.

XXXIX. 7. A7id fond,] FooUJIk See alfo F. Q. iii. viii.

25. '* His rudeues/(>yi(/." Upton.
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And layes the foule to fleepe in quiet grave ?

Sleepe after toyle, port after ftormie feas,

Eafe after warre, death after hfe, does greatly

pleafe."
XLI.

The Knight much wondred at his fuddeine wit.

And fayd ;

" The terme of hfe is hmited,
Ne may a man prolong, nor fliorten, it :

The fouldier may not move from watchfull

fted,

Nor leave his ftand untill his captaine bed.'*

" Who life did limit by Almightie doome,"

XLI. 1. his fuddeine xvit,] His ready wit.

See before, C. v. ft. 10. Church.
XLI. 2. T/ie terinc of life is limited,

'

Ne may a man •prolong, norJhorten, it :

The fouldier may not movefrom •watchfuUJlcd,
Nor leave his ftand Sec] Plato, Fhced. 'n? 'ly nn

^pao-xEtv. Cicero, De Sefte&. 20. " Vetat Pythagoras injufiu

imperatoris, id eft, Dei, de praefidio et ftatione vitse decedere."

See alfo Somn. Scip. 3.
"

Nifi Deus is, cujus &c." Jortin.
I am tempted to make a quotation on this fubjed, at once

neat and forcible, from a forgotten little book ; with which
the pious reader will be gratified, and by which, as by the

Knight's remark, the advocate for fuicide may be confounded.

The author is fpeaking of death :
" Yet will I not feek to

haften the houre of my deare deliuery ; but will attend Gods

leafure, and efleeme of life as of a gueft. If it will tarrie, I

\yill not thruft it forth of doors : if it make hafte to be gone,
I will not be hee that ftiall intreat it to abide." Stafford's

Niobe, 2d. edit. l6ll. P. i. p. 195. Todd.
XLI, 4. from u^atchfull fted,] Place or

Jiation ; a word of frequent occurrence in Spenfer. See F. Q.
i. viii. 17, i. xi. 4:6, &c. It appears to be now obfoleteL'

Gawin Douglas has often employed the word, in his tranflation

of Virgil. See Ruddiman's Glofi". V. Stcde, a place. Anglo-
Sax. H^teda, locus. 111. Stadu, ftatio. Todd.
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Quoth he,
' knowes beft the termes efta-

bhflied ;

And he, that points the centonell his roome.

Doth hcenfe him depart at found of morning
droome.

XLir.

*' Is not His deed, what ever thing is donne

In heaven and earth ? Did not He all create

To die againe ? All ends, that was begonne :

Their times in His eternall booke of fate

Are written fure, and have their certein date.

Who then can ftrive with ilrong neceffitie,

That holds the world in his Itiil chaunging
ftate ;

Or ihunne the death ordaynd by deftinie ?

When houre of death is come, let none afke

whence, nor why.
XLIII.

The lenger life, I w ote the greater fin ;

The greater fm, the greater puniiliment :

XLII. 4. Their times in His eternall booke offate
Are written Jure, and have their certein date."] The

counfels and purpoies of God are called in Scripture The Book

of God. 'Tis obfervable how Lhis old lophifter is fometimes

Scriptural, and Ibnietinies Stoical ; and how he mifapplies and

mifinterprets both Scripture and Philofophy. Upton.
XLIII. 1. The le?iger life, I viote the greater fin ;

The greater fin, the greater jninijltment :] Per-

haps he had in view the Earl of Surrey's poem on the coH'
^deration of the Itate of thia life :

" The longer life, the mure offence ;

" The more offence, the greater paiae," Upton,

4(
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All thofe great battels, which thou boafls to

win

Through flrife, and blood-flied, and avenge-

ment,

Now prajfd, hereafter deare thou (halt repent:

For lite muft life, and blood muft blood, repay.
Is not enough thy evill life forefpent ?

For he that once hath milled the right way,
The further he doth goe, the further he doth ilray .

XLIV.
*' Then doe no further goe, no further Itray;

But here ly downe, and to thy reft betake,

Th' ill to prevent, that life enfewen may.
For what hath life, that may it loved make,

And gives not rather caufe it to forfake ?

Feare, fickneffe, age, loffe, labour, forrow,

ftrife,

Payne, hunger, cold that makes the heart to

quake ;

And ever fickle fortune rageth rife ;

All which, and thoufands mo, do make a loath-

fome life.

XLIV. 4. For tiihat hath life,
that Jrtay it loHed mahe ?] This

feems imitated from iiifchines, the Socratick, lisp*
©a>aT». Ti

fw'po? T?? ^^xia? a Tuv anoifu*, n. r. K Compare Melpomene's

complaint in The Teares (f the Mufes. See likewile 2'ke Rnin$

of Time, ft. 7- Upton.
XLIV. 8. rageth rife ;]

All which, and thoufands &c.] So all the edi-

tions. I fliould fuppofe Spenfer gave, and pointed, thus:
" And ever fickle fortune ragi/ig rife ;

" All thefe, &c." Church.
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XLV.
"
Thou, wretched man, of death haft greateft

need,

If in true ballaunce thou wilt weigh thy ftate ;

For never Knight, that dared warhke deed,

More lucklefs diffaventures did amate :

WitneS the dungeon deepe, wherein of late

Thy life Ihutt up for death fo oft did call ;

And though good lucke prolonged hath thy

date,

Yet death then would the like mifhaps fore-

ftall.

Into the which hereafter thou maift happen fall.

XLVL
*'

Why then doeft thou, O man of iin, defire

To draw thy dayes forth to their laft degree ?

Is not the meafure of thy iinfuU hire

High heaped up with huge iniquitee,

Againft the day of wrath, to burden thee ?

Is not enough, that to this Lady'mild

XLV. 4. More hickhfs diffaventures did amate :] Dijfaien-

twes, misfortunes. Span. Defventura. Ital. DiJ'axventnra. See

the note on difaventrous, F. Q. i. vii. 48. In old French like-

wile, defaventureux is ufed for unfortunate. See Cotgrave's
Did, Chaucer has alfo employed difavcntiire in 2V. and Cr.

B. iv. 297. edit. Urr.
" This infortune, and this difavinture."

Amate is here ufed by Spenfer in the fenfe of fubdve or daunt.

See note on amate, F. Q. iii. xi. 21. Todd.
XLVI. 1. Why then doeji thou, O man of fm,] That is,

'
Ojlnful man :" So man of God, a godly man. 'I'he allulioa

is to Alatt. xxiii, 32, and to Rom. ii. 5. Upton.

VOL. III. H
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Thou falfed haft thy faith with periuree,

And fold thy felfe to ferve Duefla vild,

With whom in all abufe thou haft thy felfe

defild ?

XLVII.
" Is not He iuft, that ail this doth behold

From higheft heven, and beares an equall eie ?

Shall He thy fms up in His knowledge fold,

And guilty be of thine impietie ?

Is not His law, Let every fmner die,

Die iliall all fleili ? What then muft needs be

donne,

Is it not better to doe willinglie,

Then linger till the glas be all out ronne ?

Death is the end of woes : Die foone, O Faries

fonne/*

XLVII I.

The Knight was much enmoved with his fpeach,

XLVI. 7. Thou falfed haji] Haft broke, madcfalfe. Chaucer

ixic&J'al/ld for deceived, Tr. and Cr. B. v. 1053.
" There madin nevir woman more wo
" Than flie, whan that ihefalfid Troilus." Upton,

XL"\'II. 5. Is not his law, Let every /inner 6?/c,] Exod. ix.

33, Pj'al. civ. 3.5, Ezek. xviii. 4, Amos ix. JO, II Peter ii. 4.

Is not this old fophilter a good textuary? Upton.
XLVIII. 1. enmoved] Mr. Church acknow-*

ledges that all the editions read e7imoved; but he fays they are

certainly wrong, and therefore reads ennnoxed. I venture not

to fubfcribe to his alVertion. See enmoved, c. vii. ft, 38, and

enprifumiient, F. Q. i. x. 2. and enbraceinent, F. Q. i. ii. 5. The
old EngHlh poets feem to have preferred this method of writing

words, which are compounded of the prepohtion in. Thus
Chaucer ^jives us eubroudid and cnbojjed^ (not, as the moderns
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That as a fwords poj^nt through his hart did

perfe,

And in his confcience made a fecrete breach,

Well knowing trew all that he did reherfe,

And to his frelli remenibraunce did reverie

The ugly vew of his deformed crimes ;

That all his manly powres it did difperfe,

As he were charmed with inchaunted rimes j

That oftentimes hequakt, and fainted oftentimes.

XLIX.

In which amazement when the Milcreaunt

Perceived him to wa\er weake and fraile,

Whiles trembling horror did his confcience

daunt,

vould write, embroider'd and embojjed,) Legende of Dido, ver.

5273, edit. Urr.
'*'

Upon a tbicke palfraie, papir white,
" With fadill redde, enbruudid with delite,
*' Of golde the barris, up efibojjid high," Sate Dido, ike."

In like manner, enlumine, not illumine, Cant. T. 7909. edit.

Tyrwhitt. And thu& in the old Morality of Exerii-Muit :
"

Myrrour of ioye, foundatour of mercy," Which enliimyneth heven and erth thereby." To dp.
XLVIII. 5. (/?:^ reverfe] In Hughes's

imperfeft Glolfary to Spenfer, we find reverfe (Lat. reverten)
to return. But here reverfe fignilies, not to return, but to

caufe to return. Jo r tin.
It is ufed in the fame fenfe, F. Q. iii. ii. 48. But then again

he ufes it for to return, F. Q. iii. iv. 1. Church.
XLv'III. 8. • -with inchaunted rimes \] See

C. i. ft. 37, where Archiinago is defciibed "
building" (if I may

be allowed the expreflion) the rhymes of incantation :

" Then choofing out few words moft horrible,
"

(Let none them read !) thexQoi did rerfesframe '^

«' With which, &c." Todd.

H 2
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And hellifli anguiih did his foule aflaile ;

To drive him to delpaire, and quite to

quaile,

Hee lliewd him painted in a table plaine

The damned gliofts, that doe in torments

waile,

And thoufand feends, that doe them endlefle

paine

With fire and brimftone, which for ever fhall

remaine.

L.

The fight whereof fo throughly him difmaid,

'J'hat nought but death before his eies he

faw,

And ever burning wrath before him laid,

By righteous fentence of th' Almighties law.

Then gan the Villein him to overcraw,

XLIX. 5. to quaile,] Subdue, altered

from que/l, as quaijd alio appears to be, F. Q. i. viii. 14, Bclg.

quclleu, i'ubigcre. Qutll is likewife ufcd for to dejlroy or kill.

See Chaucer, Catd. T. l6"l73. ed. Tyrwhitt.
" The foule fend

him quelle." G. Douglas ufes the fubftantive qualim for de-

Jlruction, in iKii. x. 4.). And Ruddiman derives the word from,

the Anglo-Sax. cwealm, mors, Todd.
XLIX. 6". in a table] A pidure. Lat.

Tabula. See F. Q. iii. iv. 10. Church.
L. 3. to ovcrcrav/,] Crow over, or ififult^

Spelt ovcrcrmo for the fake of the rhyme. Mr. Warton, in his.

Ilifr. of Eng. Poetry, has converted this word into overaw,
vol. iii. p. 2()'2. But that overcraw is Spenfer's word, may be

proved from a pafllige alfo in his I'icxo of the State oj Ireland i

which has been cited l^y
Dr. Johnfon :

" A bafe varlet that,

being but of late growu out of the dunghil, beginneth now t»

bvcrtvciK fo'high mountaiut;, ilvc." Todd.
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And brought unto him fwords, ropes, poifon,

fire,

L. 6. And brought vnfo him fwords, ropes, &:c.] The moft

poetical paflkge ot Higgins's performance in the Mirrovr for

Magifirates, is in his Legend of Queene Cordila, or Cordelia;

wlio, being iinprifoned in a dungeon and " coucht on ftrawe,"
fees amid the darknefs of the night a "

grielly ghoft" ap-

proach, whofe garment was figured with various forts of im-

prifonuient, and pidures of violent and premature death.

Cordelia, in extreme terrour, afks,— " What wight art tiiou, a foe or fawning frend ?

"
If Death thou art I pray thee make an end, &c."

The gholl replies ;

"
I am thy friend Dejpai/re !

" Now, if thou an to dye no whit afrayde,
" Here ihalt thou clioofe of inftruments, beholde,
" Shall rid thy relUefle life —"

Drfpair then, throwing her robe afide, fliows Cordelia a thau-

fand inftruments of death, knives, fliarpe fwordes, and pon-
yards,

"
all bedyde with bloode and poyfons." She prefents

the fword with which Dido flew herfelf. Cordelia takes this

fword,
" but doubtfuU yet to dye." Defpair then reprefents

to her the Hate and power which fhe enjoyed in France; and

points out her prefent melancholy condition. Cordelia gropes
for the fword, or "

fatall knife," in the dark, which Defpair
places in her hand. At length Cordelia's fight fails her fo that
Ihe can fee only Defpair, who exhorts her to ftrike. Defpair
at laft gives the blow.—The temptation of the Redcrofie Knight
fecms to have been copied, yet with high improvements, from
this fcene. The three firft books of the Faerie Queene were

publilhed in 1590. Higgins's Legend of Cordelia in 1587-
T. Warton.

The three firfl books of the Faerie Queene, however, were

probably written long before 1590. The fecond book certainly
was. See the note on the fine fimile of the almond tree, F. Q.
i. vii. 32, in which 1 have foppofed the poem to have been
handed about in manufcript. It is not therefore ealy to pro-
nouncu whether Spenfer or Higgins be the copyirt. To Mr.
AVarton's obfervation on a paiTage in Skelton's rare comedy of

Magnijieence we may readily fubfcribe. See his Emend, and
Addit. Hift. F.ng. Poetry, vol. ii.

"
Magnificence is feized and

robbed by Jdverfi/te, by whom he is given up a prifoner to

Fovcrte. lie is ne.xt delivered to Dejpure and Mifchefe, who

h3
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And all that might him to perdition draw ;

And bad him choofe, what death he would

defire :

For death was dew to him, that had provokt
Gods ire.

LI,

But, whenas none of them he faw him take,

He to him raught a dagger Iharpe and keene,

And gave it him in hand: liis hand did quake
And tremble like a leafe of afpni greene,

And troubled blood through his pale face was

feene

To come and goe, with tidings from the heartj

As it a ronning mefienger had beene.

At laft, refolv'd to work his finall fmart,

He lifted up his hand, that backe againe didftart,

LII.

Which whenas Una faw, through every vaine

The crudled cold ran to her well of life,

offer him a knife and a halter. He fnatches the knife, to end
-liis miferies by ftabbing himfelf ;

when Good Hope and licdrcjfe

appear, b>ic. It is not impoflible, that Dkspare ojferhig the

knife and halter, might give a diftant hint to Spenfer." I may
add, that the French poet, Du Bartas, introduces Defpair into

his poem, entitled The Furies, equipped with various inftru-

meuts of Death. See Sylvefter's Tranflation, edit, l621, p. 21 j,

•  
" mad Defpaire

.

"
Tliat bears, about her, burning coales and cords,

*'

Afj^s, po* ions, piftols, halters, knives, and fwords."

See alfo K, James's Trunflution, 1591, Sign. F. 2. Todd.
LII. 1, faw,] The firft edition reads ^f«r<Z,

which is followed by the edition of 1751. The I'econd and

every other fubfequent edition read yaw. Todd,
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As in a fvvowne : but, foone reliv'd againe.

Out of his hand llie Ihatcht the curied knife.

And threw it to the ground, enraged rife.

And to him faid ;
"

Fie, fie, faint hearted

Knight,
"What meaneft thou by this reprochfull ftrife ?

Is this the battaile, which thou vauntft to fight

AVith that fire-mouthed Dragon, horrible and

bright ?

LI 1 1.

" Come ; come away, fraile, feeble, fleilily wight,

LII. 3. but, foone reliv'd] Brortght to life

again, as Mr. Church has remark'd. This original reading of

the poet has been converted by all the folios, by Hughes, and

by the editor of Tonfon's edition of 1758, into reliev'd. Mr.
Church and Mr. Upton read reliv'd. Todd.

LII. 9. With that fire-mouthed Dragon, horrible and bright ?]

This is the fplendid monfter of romance. Mr. Upton has erro-

neoufly, I conceive, referred " horrible and bright to battaile ;

horrible in the undertaking ; and bright, glorious and renowned,
in its confequence." But fee F. Q. i. i. 3.

" A Dragon
horrible and fterne," and compare i. xi. 8, and 14. See alfo

more particularly, i. vii. 3'.
** his dreadfull hideous hedd,

" CJofe couched on the bever, feemd to throw
*' Fromflaming mouth bright fparckles &c."

This e-s.^\eaw?,fire-mouthed in the text before us. But from the

Liber Fcfiivalis, impr. by Caxton, this paffage may alio derive

illuftration : See the Legend of St. George, fign. k. iij.
" Than

the horrijble worme [the dragon] put out his hed, a.ndfpet out

fijre, and protfred batayle to faynt George." I will alfo cite an

elegant compound, not diffimilar toSpenfer's, from the Knight

of the Sea, l6'00. p. 31. '* The fyre-breathing palfreys of

Apollo." Todd.
LIII. 1. feeble,'] This is the reading of

the firft edition, adopted by.no other but thofe of Church
and Upton. The fecond edition, and the edition of H^ly
read feelij : The folios, the editions of Hughes, and that

H 4
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Ne let vaine words bewitch thy manly hart,

Ne diveliili thoughts dilmay thy conftant

fpright :

In heavenly mercies haft thou not a part ?

Why fliouldft thou then defpeire, that chofen

art ?

Where iuftice growes, there grows eke greater

grace,

The w Inch doth quench the hrond of hellifh

imart,

And that accurft hand-writing doth deface
;

Arife, lir Knight ; arife, and leave this curfed

place/*
Liv.

So up he rofe, and thence amounted ftreight. ,

Which when the Carle beheld, and faw his

gueft

of Tonfon in \758, /illy. IMr. Upton, in defence of the oHt

ginal reading, refers alfo to C. x. ft. 2-
" Her Knight was

feeble ;" and introduces, very happily, the Scriptural illuftra-

tions of I T/ief. V. 14. " Comfort the ^eeft/e-niinded ;" of

Maff. xxvi. 41. " The Jlelh \sweakf and of i{o/n. viii. 3.
" Weak through theJejh:' 'Todd.

LIII. 5. — t/iat chofen art ?] Alluding to the

Do6lrine of Election. Church.
LIII. 8. A?id that acciirji hand-writing doth deface:]

"
Blotting out the hund-rvrifi/ig of ordinances that was againll

us, &c," Co/, ii. 14. Church.
LIV. 2. the Carle] The CluirL A word often

iifod by Spenfer. It formerly denoted merely aftoutor fturdy
man. Thus Chaucer, Piol. C. T. 548.

" The Mellere was a ftrong carl for the nonys."
" The true fpelling," fays a learned critick,

"
is karl in all

the Scythian dialects, in which it denotes a man, or Karriour,
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AVould fafe depart, for all his fubtile Height ;

He chole an halter from among the reft,

And with it hong himfelfe, unhid, unbleft.

But death he could not worke himfelfe

thereby ;

For thouiand times he fo himfelfe had dreft,

Yet nathclefle it could not doe him die,

Till he Ihould die his laft, that is, eternally.

The primitive is car—1<ar, ftrong.
—As this word was commonly

uled to iignify rufiicks, the EnglKh from it formed churly

c/iiirli/h." "See Tuo Aitcient Scott ijh Fuevis, &c. with Notes by
John' Callander, Efq. 8vo. 1782, p. 20. Todd.

LIV. 5.  

unhid,] Without failing his praters.

See F. Q. i. i. 30, i. x. 3, vi. v. 35. Cliaucer ufes bcde, to

pray. Thus Bcacls-mcn are prayer-men. Anglo-Sax. Biddan,
orare. In Popilh countries they fay their prayers, numbering
their beads. See Rom. R. 7372.

" A paire of bedis eke Ihe here
"

Upon a lace all of white threde,
" On which that fhe her bedis bede." Uptox.

An ingenious friend is of opinion, that wibid here meanS
without being called. See the fifth verfe of the forty firft llanza.

Church.
LIV. 8. Yet natheJeJfe &c.] The poet finely intimates that

Defpair, fo long as this ftate of trial ihall latl, will ftill con-

tinue to tempt men to deflroy themfelves : But the time will

come when Defpair, with refped to his defire or power of

hurting good men, Ihall be no more. Church.
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CANTO X.

HerJaithfiiU Knight faire Una brings

To Houfe of Holiyiejje ;

JFhere he is taught yxpentaunce, and

21ie way to hevenly blej)e,

I.

WHAT man is he, that boafts of fleflily might
And vaine aflurance of mortahty.

Which, all fo foone as it doth come to fight

Againft fpirituall foes, yields by and by.

Or from the fielde moft cowardly doth fly !

Ne let the man afcribe it to his fls.ill,

That thorough grace hath gained viftory :

If any ftrength we have, it is to ill ;

But all the good is Gods, both power and eke

will.

II.

By that which lately hapned, Una faw

That this her Knight was feeble, and too faint ;

And all his fmewes woxen weake and raw,

I, 1 . What man is he, &c.] How foolifli is that man, who

boafts &c. Church.
" Curfed be the man that trufteth in man, and makelh fleih

his arm," Jer. xvii. 5. Upton.
I. p. But all the good is Gods, &c.]

" For it is God Avhich

worketh in you, both to will and to do, of his good plealuie,"

Philipp. ii. 13. Church.
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Through long enprifonment, and hard con-

ftraint,

AVhich he endured in his late reftraint,

That yet he was unfitt for bloody fight.

Therefore to cherilh him with diets daint,

She call to bring him, where hechearen might,

Till he recovered had his late decayed phght.

III.

There was an auncicnt Houfe not far away,

lienowmd throughout the world for facred

lore

And pure unfpotted life : fo well, they fay,

It governd was, and guided evermore,

Through wifedome of a Matrone grave and

hore;

II. 7. Therefore to cherijh him ivith diets daint,

She cajl to bring him, iihere he chearen might,]
" Where he chearen might," i. e, where he might be chearerl.

Our Knight is brovight to the Houfe of Holinefs to be cured

of his weaknelTes and difeafes : for fin is the difeafe of the foul :

and as the body is to be cured bj' its proper phyfick, fo the

moral defefts and difeafes of the mind are to be cured by
mental phyfick ; and the foul is to be reftored by the grace of

God. This aupxient Houfe is the ~Of,;o? Trvtr/^arwo?, the fpiritual

houfe, mentioned in 1 Feler li. 5. And thefe dainty diets are

in Plato called, triao-tt? 'hoyu.v y.ochuv, which Cicero tranflates,

epuhe fermonmn bonortnn. Xenophon too mentions thefe dainty

diets, A««»T.. rxv -^v^riv iira.ihvtre. ADOM. (3i/3. «. ke^. y. UPTON.
In the old Morality of Every-Man a fpiritual habitation is

mentioned. Every-man inquires of Knowledge,
" Where dwelleth that holy man Confeflion ?"

And the ani'wer is,
" In the Ho7is of Sahucyon;
" \Ve Ihall fynde hym in that place,
** That Ihall us comfort by Goddes grace." Todd.



lOS THE FAERIE QUEEXE. BOOK I.

Whofe onely icy was to relieve the needes

Of wretched foules, and helpe the heipeleffe

pore :

All night Ihe fpent in bidding of her bedes,

And all the day in doing good and godly deedes.

iv.

Dame Caelia men did her call, as thought
From heaven to come, or thether to arife ;

The mother of three Daughters, well up-

brought
In goodly thewes, and godly exercife :

The eldelt two, moft fober, chaft, and wife,

Fidelia and Speranza, Virgins were ;

Though fpoufd, yet wanting wedlocks fo-

lemnize ;

But faire CharilTa to a lovely fere

AVas lincked, and by him had many pledges
dere.

V.

Arrived there, the dore they find faft lockt ;

IV. 8. to a lovely fere] Fere is here em-

ployed lor hujhand, as in Chaucer it is ul'ed for
"wife. See Tr.

and C)\ B. iv. 791- edit. Urr.
" we Hi all ben if/erc

*' As Orpheus and Eurydice his fere :"

In the former of which lines yfcrc is the fame as in fere, i. e.

in company, fere generally fignifying a companion. See alio

the note on yf'ere, F. Q. i. ix. 1. Todd. ;

IV. .9- pledges dere.] Children. A Lati-

nifm, as Mr. Upton has obferved ; pignora c/iara. Thus alio

Milton, Lycicl. v. 107.
*' Ah ! who hath reft (quoth he) my dcarejl pledge ?"

Todd,
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For it was warelj watched night and day,

For feare of many foes; but, when they

knockt.

The porter opened unto them ftreight way.
He was an aged iyre, all hory gray,

With lookes full lowly caft, and gate full flow,

Wont on a ftafte his feeble fteps to ftay,

Hight Humiltd. They pafle in, ftouping low;

For ftreight and narrow was the way which he

did fliow.

VI.

Each goodly thing is hardeft to begin ;

But, entred in, a fpatious court they fee.

Both plaine and pleafaunt to be walked in ;

AVhere them does meete a francklin faire

and free,

V. 4. The porter opened &c.] It may be curious to ob-

ferve how particular our old poets are in defcribing thete alle-

gorical officers. Here Humility is the porter. See F. Q. i. iv.

0, where another is minutely painted. Thus Chaucer de-

icribes /<^/ene/i as the portrefs of the garden of Mirth, Kn,
Tale, V. 1942. In Ilawes's Graunde Amoure, edit. 1554, Cur-

tefy is the portrefs of the tower of Mufick, fign. I. iii. b. Sted-

fajinefs is the porter of the tower of Chivalry, fign. O. ii. And
others are defcribed in the fame work. Milton and Fletcher

appoint Sin the portrefs of hell-gate. Par. Lojl, B. ii. 746",

where fee my note. Browne finely paints Remembrance as the

fame officer at the door of the Iloufe of Repentance, Brit.

Paji. B. i. p. 67. edit. 1C16".
" RememhrauQe fate as portrefle

of this gate." Todd.
V. 9, Forfircight and narrow &c.] Here, and in the tenth

ftanza, he alludes to Matt. vii. 14.
" Narrow is the way which

leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it." CnuncH.
VI. 4. a hanckXmfaire andfree,^ Afrancklin

i§ a perfon of fome dittinclJion in our ancient hiUory. He
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And entertaines with comely courteous glee ;

His name was Zele, that him right well be-

came :

For in his fpeaches and behaveour hee

Did labour lively to exprefie the fame,

And gladly did them guide, till to the hall they

came.
VII.

There fayrely them receives a gentle fquyre,

Of myld demeanure and rare courtefee,

Right cleanly clad in comely fad attyre ;

In word and deede that iliewd great modeftee,

And knew his good to all of eadi degree ;

makes a confpicuous figure in Chaucer ;
and his manners be-

fpeak his wealth. Mr. Tyrwhitt cites, from Fortelcue de Leg.

Angl. c. 29, the following defcription of a fra/iklain :
" Patef

faniilias—magnis ditatus poffeflionibus :" And the learned cri-

tick adds, that the franklin
"

is clafled with, but after, the

Miles and Annigcr ; and is diftinguifhed from the Libere tenen-

tes and Valedi; though, as it fliould feem, the only real diftinc-

tion between him and other Freeholders confifted in the large-

nefs of his eftate." Tyrwhitt's Chaucer, 2d. edit. vol. ii. p. 402.

The wealthinefs of this country gentleman is alfo marked by a-

circumftance in Shaki'peare, K. Hen. IV. P. i. A. ii. S. 1.

" There's a franklin in the wild of Kent, hath brought three

hundred marks with him in gold."
The epithets, here given to the franklin by Spenfer, are

often to be met with in the metrical romances ; but applied to

ladies. See Mr. Warton's note on fair and free, Milton's

Allegr. V. 11. One citation, however, from Syr Eglamour,

may here be pertinent :

" He was curtys and /"ree ;"

Where curtys is the explanation oifair. Todd.
VII. 3. in comely fad attyre ;] In grave, decent,

attyre. Hence the application oifad to colour, as in Walton's

Life of Bifhop Sa?iderJon, cited by Dr. Johnfon :

"
I met him

accidentally in London, in fad-coloured clothes." Todd.
VII. 5. And kmui his good &c.J That is, he knew bow to
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Plight Reverence : He them with fpeaches
meet

Does faire entreat ; no courting nicetee,

But fimple, trew, and eke unfained fvveet,

As might become a fquyre io great perfons to

greet.
VIII.

And afterwardes them to his Dame he leades,

That aged Dame, the Lady of the place.

Who all this while was bufy at her beades ;

Which doen, {he up arofe with feemely grace.
And toward them full matronely did pace.

Where, when that fairefl Una ilie beheld,

Wliom well (lie knew to fpring from hevenly

race,

Her heart with ioy unwonted inly fweld.

As feeling wondrous comfort in her weaker eld :

IX.

And, her embracing, faid ;

" O happy earth.

Whereon thy innocent feet doe ever tread !

Moft vertuous Virgin, borne ofhevenly berth.

That, to redeeme thy woeful! Parents head

behave himfelf, or could behave himfelf fuitably, &c. See F.

Q. vi. ii. 1, vi. V. 36". Church.
VII. 9. fo great perfons to greet.} This is the

rtading of both Spenfer's own editions ; which is altered in the
fecond folio to "

perfons fo great to greet," and which is

adopted in the folio of l679, and likewife by Mr. Church.
Not to niention the want of genuine authority for this reading,
the proximity of great to greet would alone induce me to dif-

card the alteration, and toJoUow the other editions. Todd.
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From tyrans rage and ever-dying dread,

Haft wandred through the world now long
a day,

Yett ceaffeft not thy weary foles to lead ;

What grace hath thee now hether brought
this way ?

Or doen thy feeble feet unweeting hether ftray ?

X.

"
Straunge thing it is an errant Knight to fee

Here in this place ; or any other wight,

That hether turnes his fteps : So few there bee,,

Thatchofe the narrow path, or feeke the right!

Allkeepe the broad high way, and take delight

With many rather for to goe aftray.

And be partakers of their evill plight,

Then with a few to walke the righteft way:
O ! foolifh men,why haft ye to your own decay T

XI.

**
Thy felfe to fee, and tyred limbes to reft,

O Matrone fage," quoth {he,
" I hether came;

And this good Knight his way with me ad-

dreft,

Ledd with thy prayfes, and broad-blazed

fame.

That up to heven is blowne." The auncient

Dame
Him goodly greeted in her modeft guyfe,

And enterteynd them both, us beft became.
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With all the courtTies that (lie could devjfe,
Ne wanted ouoht to fliew her bounteous or wile.

XII.

Thus as thej gan of fondrie thinges devife,

Log ! two moft goodly Virgins came in place,

Ylinked arnie in arme, in lovely wife ;

With countenance demure, and modefl grace,

They numbred even fteps and equall pace :

Of which the eldeft, that Fidelia hight,

XII. 4. 7Fil/i countenance demure, (nid n/odcjl grace,

They numbn'd even fteps and equall pace ;] From
this interefting and moll elegant painting JMilton drew his pen-
five nun; and the copy equals the original. See II. Ve)iJ\
ver. 32.

"
Come, penfive Nun, devout and pure,"
Sober, Itedfart, and demure—

"
Come, but keep thy wonted ftate,

*' With ccenjtep, and mufnig gait."
I have fhown in a note on detuiire in this paflage of IMilton,
that it was an epithet of refped often given, by our ancient

poets, to the ladies. Spenfer's entire expreOion, I may add,
occurs in T/ie Mai/dens Crofe Rexve, impr. by R. Wyer. Sign.
A.

ij.
b.
" Haue gentyll chere and counteHaunce demure," Haue good remorfe &c." Todd.

XII. G. Fidelia^ Faith, here introduced as a perfon, is

what divines call juftifying or faving faith, and, according to
the apoftle, the fubjlance of things hoped for, the evidence of
things not feen : 'tis the affured expedation of things hoped
for: and confequently (lie is the elder filler oi Hope. She no
•whitf did chaunge her conjlant mood; for the profeilion of faith

is to be without wavering, llcb. x. 23. Her face is glorified :

Like funny beams threw from her crifcal face : i. e. She threw
from her face beams refenibling the beams of the fun. Her
radiated head is a type of her divinity, and (hews her to be not
a credulous and earthly, but a heavenly and Chriftian, faith.

The cup file holds in her right hand is ot"pure gold, not deceit-
ful as the cup of Duefla or Circe ; 'tis the facramental cup.
See I John v. 6', and John xix. 34. The primitive Chrilliaus.

VOL. III. X
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Like funny beanies threw from her chriftall

face

That could have dazd the rafh beholders

fight,

And round about her head did fhine hke he-

vens hght.
XIII.

She was araled all in
lilly white,

And in her right hand bore a cup of gold,

With wine and water fild up to the hight,

In which a ferpent did himfelfe enfold,

That horrour made to all that did behold ;

mixed u-ater and xvi/ie in their Sacrament. In •which a ferpent
did himfelf enfold : Macrobius lays the ferpent is an emblem of

health, Sat. i. 20. He renews himlelf, and grows young again

by ftripping oiF his old flcin or flough : he is therefore the typi-

cal mark of /Efculapius and the phyiicians. So the ferpent

lifted up in the wildernefs, was the type of the great phyficiau
of fouls lifted up on the crofs, John, iii. 14. In her left hand
Faith holds tlie New Teftament; what is faid of that Book, is

taken from what St. Peter fays of St. Paul's Epiftles, In which

arefome things hard to be underjlood. Faith is araid all in lilly

•white : In Scripture, u-hite raiments are the raiments of angels
and of the faints in heaven. So too the poets drefs Faith-

See Hon L. i. Od. 35, and Ariollo, Orl. Fur. C. xxi. 1.

Uptox.
XII. 7. Likefunny beames &c.] An allufion to the glory of

ISIofes's face: "
Behold, the fkin of his face Jlwne ; and they

•were afraid to come nigh him," Exod. xxxiv. 30. Todd.
Xli. 8. That could have dazd] That -which could have

dazed. That, put for that which, occurs in other places, and

may miflead a reader not acquainted with Spenfer's manner.

See F, Q. i. xi. 27, iv. i. 29. He Oiould not have omitted

•ichich in the lall line of the ftanza before us,
" And which

round about &c." This was a common fault of his age ; and
our liturgy affords a fnnilar inftance of it :

" To do always that

is righteous in thy fight." T. Wauton.
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But fhe no whitt did chaunge her conftant

mood :

And in her other hand (lie faft did hold

A Booke, that was both iignd and feald witli

blood ;

Wherein darke things were writt, hard to be

underftood.

XIV.

Her younger fifter, that Speranza hight^

Was clad in blew, that her befeemed well ;

Not all fo chearefull feemed Ihe of fight,

As was her filler ; whether dread did dwell

XIII. 6. ButJIie no tvliitt did chaimge her cohliant mood : J It

is probable that Milton had this paliage in mind, when he made
the Elder Brother in Comns exprefs too noble an opinion oi

iiis Sifter to fuppofe
" that the fingle want of light and noife

*' Could ftir the conjlant mood of her calm thoughts."
Todd.

XIV. 1. Speranza] Chriftian hope is a firm expectation of

the promifes of God ; and, as Hope is in expedlation and not

in pofleffion, fhe does not feem altogether as cheerful as her

fifter, becaufe hope is attended with fome mixture of fear ;
and

'tis in another world that hope is fwallowed up in certainty.
This hope is dillinguiflied from worldly hope as having its fure

foundation in God, who is truth : hence flie is clad in blue :

See Chaucer's Court of Love, v. 246.
" Lo yondir folke, quoth flie, that knele in bleWf

"
They weare the colour ay and evir (hal,

** In figne they were and evir wil be true,
" Withoutin chaunge."

We are to "
lay hold upon the hope fet before us, which hope

we have as an anchor of the foul, both lure and ftedfaft," Heb.

vi. 19. So here her pidure is drawn with an anchor in her

hand. 'Tis afilver anchor, refined from the drofs of this world.
" He that hath this hope iu him purijieth himfelf as he is pure,"
I John iii. 3. Upton.

I 2
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Or anguifli in her liarl, is hard to tell :

Upon her arme a iilver anchor lay,

Whereon The leaned ever, as befell ;

And ever up to heven, as the did pray.

Her ftedfad eyes were bent, ne Iwarved other

way.
XV.

They, feeing Una, towardes her gan wend.

Who them encounters with like courtefee ;

Many kind fpeeches they betweene them

fpend,

And greatly ioy each other for to fee :

 

Then to the Knight with iliamefaft modeftie

They turne themfelves, at Unaes meeke re-

queft,

And him falute with well befeeming glee ;

AVho faire them quites, as him befeemed bed,

And goodly gan difcourfe of many a noble geft.

XVI.

Then Una thus ;
" But flie, your filler deare,

The deare Chariffa, where is flie become ?

XV. ().
— mant/ a noble geft.] Jftioti, or Adtcnhire.

CliHucer thus employs the word. It is ufually applied to the

exploits of chivalry:
"
Cy finilt I'hyftoire des iaictzs, gcjles, kc.

du noble et vaillant Clieualier aux arines Doree." In the

ancient vocabulary, Prompt. Parv. it is thus explained,
"

Gceji

or Bo)nawncc, Gcjiio." See GloiV. Tyrwhitt's Chaucer. Todd.
XVI. 2. The deare CJnirilJa, where is Ihe become?] The

expreflion, ir/ure is JJic hccume 9 mcanf, where is ihe, and what

is become of lier ? So, in the hift. nfPrince Arthur, Part ii. C. 14.

" Ah ! thou falfe traiterelVe, where isjhe become?" And Shak-

fpeare K. Hen. VI. P. 3.
"

But, madam, -where is Warwick theu

become ^"' Sco alio F. Q. iii. iv. I. Upto-x.
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Or wants (lie health, or bufie is elfwhere?"
" Ah ! no/' iaicl they,

" but forth flie may
not come ;

For (he of late is lio-htned of her wombe.

And hath encreaft the world with one fonne

more,

That her to fee fliould be but troublefome/*
"
Indeed," quoth (he,

" that Ibould her trou-

ble fore ;

But thankt be God, and her encreafe fo ever-

more I

XVII.

Then faid the aged Ca^lia ;
" Deare dame.

And you, good Sir, I wote that of youre toyle

And labors long, through which ye hether

came,

Ye both forwearied be : therefore a whyle
I read you reft, and to your bowres recoyle."

Then called (lie a groome, that forth him ledd

Into a goodly lodge, and gan defpoile

Of puifiant armes, and laid in ealie bedd :

His name was meeke Obedience rightfully aredd.

XVIII.

Now when their wearie limbes with kindly reft,

And bodies were refrelht with dew repaft,

XVII. 5. I read yo« rej}, and fo your hnxvrcs recoyle.] I ad-

rife you to repole yourielves, and retire to your chambers.
He ufes read for advife, F. Q. ii. viii. 12.

" Abandon loon, I read, the caytive fpoile
—:"

Jiccoi/lc, Fr. reculer, retire. Church.
r t>
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Fayre Una gan Fidelia fayre requeft,

To have herKnight into her Schoolehous plafle.

That of her hea\'enly learning he might taile,

And heare the wifedom of her vvordes divine.

She graunted ; and that Knight fo much

agrafte,

That ihe him taught celelliall difcipline,

And opened his dull eyes, that light mote in

them fliine.

>:ix.

And that her facred JBooke, with blood ywritt.

That none could reade except flie did them

teach,

She unto him difclofed every whltt ;

And heavenly documents thereout did preach.

That weaker witt of man could never reach ;

Of God; of Grace ; of luftice ; of Free-will;

That wonder was to heare her goodly fpeach :

For ihe was liable with her wordes to kill,

And rayfe againe to Ufe the hart that flie did

thrill

XVIII. 7, - fo much agrafte,] She-wed Mm fo
much grace andfavour. Ital. aggratiare. Upton.

XVIII, 9. And opened his dull eyes, Sec] An allufion to

F'fhef. i. IS,
*' 'Ihe eyes of your underrtanding bemg enlight-

ened." Todd,
XIX. 1, And that her facred Boohe, with blood ijwrit,] Be-

cauie ratified with the blood of Chrift, typified by thefprinkling
of the blood and by the facrifices in the old law. See Heb. ix.

CO. Prefently after, For fie xcas hahle with her ivordcs to kill,

See II Corinth, iii. 0',
" The letter killeth, but the fpirit givetli

li)c.'" Ui'TOX,
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XX.

And, when flie lift poure out her larger fpright,

She would commaund the hafty funne to ftay,

Or backward turne his courfe from hevens

hight :

Sometimes great hoftes of men {he could dif-

may ;

Dry-lhod to paffe flie parts the flouds in tway ;

And eke huge mountaines from their native feat

She would commaund themfelves to beare

away,
And throw in raging fea with roaring threat:

Almightie God her gave fuch powre and puif-

faunce great.

XXI.

The faithfull Knight now grew in little fpace,

By hearing her, and by her lifters lore,

To fuch perfeftion of all hevenly grace.

That wretched world he gan for to abhore,

And mortall life gan loath as thing forlore,

Greevd with remembrance of his wicked

waves,

XX. 2. S/ie would commaund the hafiy funnc tojla^y
Or backuard turne his cnurj'e &c.] See Jojh. x. 12,

II Kings xx. 10. Chuucii.
XX. 4. Sometimes great hojles of men &c.] See Gideon's

vidory, Judges \\\. Church.
XX. 5. Dnj-jTiod &c.] This fine line is wanting in the firft

and fecond editions, no doubt through the careleflhefs of the

printer. It is fiift found in the folio of iCOJ). It alludes to

the Paffa2;e of the Ifraelites throush the Red Sea. Cnuucu.
XX. 0". And eke kc] See Malt. xxi. 21. Ciiviicii.

i4
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And prlckt with angulfli of his linnes fo fore,

That he defirde to end his wretched dayes :

So much the dart of fmfull guilt the foule dif-

mayes !

XXII.

Bat wife Speranza gave him comfort fweet,

And taught him how to take afiured hold

Upon her fiiver anchor, as was meet ;

Els has his fmnes fo. great and manifold

Made him forget all that Eidelia told.

In this diftrelied doubtfull agony,
When him his deareft LTna did behold

Difdeining life, defiring leave to dye,

She found her felfe allayld with great perplexity;

XXIII.

And came to Ca?lia to declare her fmart;

^\ho well acquainted with that commune

Which iinfull horror workes in wounded hart,

Her wifely comforted all that (lie miffht,

With goodly counfell and advifement right;

And ftreightway fent with carefull diligence.

To fetch a leach, the which had great infight

In that difeafe of grieved confcience.

And well could cure the fame ; his name was

Patience.

XXIV.

Who, comming to that fowle-difeafed Knight,

Could hardly him intreat to tell his grief:
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Which knovvne, and all, that noyd his hearie

fpright,

Well iearcht, eftfoones he gan apply relief

Of falves and medicines, which had pafling

prief ;

And thereto added wordes ofwondrous might :

By which to eafe he him recured brief,

And much aswag'd the paffion of his plight,

That he his paine endur'd, as feeming now more

light.
XXV.

But yet the caufe and root of all his ill,

Inward corruption and infefted iin.

Not purg'd nor heald, behind remained flill,

And feftring fore did ranckle yett within,

Clofe creeping twixt the marow and the ilvin ;

Which to extirpe, he laid him privily

Downe in a darkfome lowly place far in,

Whereas he meant his corrolives to apply.

And with flreight diet tame his ftubborne

malady.

XXIV. 5. pafling prief;'] So, in ft. 31,

pcJJ'tng price," fui'P^'Jiiig, extraordhwri/. So Chaucer, p. 120.

ed. Urr.
"

I warne yon well he is a pajjing man."
So Shakrpeare, in Othello :

" She fwore in taith 'twas ftrange, 'twas j^^Ji'^S Grange."
Milton too, Par. Loji, B. xi. 717,

" where poffi/ig fair
" Allur'd them." Ciiuiicn'.

XXV. 6. Which to extirpe,] Extirpate, Lat. extirpare.
He fpells it near the French idiom, extirpcr. Upton.
XXV. S. Whereas he mea/ti his corrohves to oppli/,] This
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XXVI.

In aflies and fackcloth he did array

His daintie corfe, proud humors to abate ',

And dieted with fafting every day,

The fwelhng of his woundes to mitigate ;

And made him pray both earely and eke late :

And ever, as fuperfluous flefh did rott.

Amendment readie ftill at hand did wayt.
To pluck it out with pincers fyrie whott,

That foone in him was lefte no one corrupted
iott.

xxYn.

And bitter Penaunce, with an yron whip,
Was wont him once to difple every day :

is the reading of Spenfer's own editions. Mr. Church fuppofes
that Spenfer gave,

" Whereas he meant corrSfives to apply ;"

and that his crept in, by a ilip of the printer's eye, from the

line following ; unlefs the poet wrote, which he hardly be-

lieves, cor'Jives, as in F. Q. iv. ix. li. But corrojives is here to

be pronounced haftily, (as innocent frequently is in this poem,
being ufed only as a difyllable,) and with the accent on the

lirft fyllable, as Drayton accents it in his Shepheards Garland,
edit. 1.593, p. 6.

"
Ay me ! confuming corofives they be."

See the note alfo on cor'Jives, F. Q. iv. ix. 14. Todd.
XXVII. 2. to difple everi/ day:] By to

difple, that is, to difciple or difcipline, were formerly fignified

the penitentiary whippings, praclifed among the monks ;
fo

that it is here applied with the greateil propriety. In Pox's

Book of Martyrs there is an old wood-cut, in which the whip-

ping of an heretick is reprefented ;
with this title,

" The

DispLiNG of John Whitelock." Displinc friers was a com-
mon expreflion, as it is found in A Worlde of Wonders, 1608.

p. 175. Milton ufes it with allulion to the fame fenfe.
" 'Tis

only the merry frier iu Chaucer caii difple them," Of Ref. in
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And fharp Remorfe his hart did prick and nip.

That drops of blood thence hke a welldid play :

And fad Repentance ufed to embay
His body in fait water fmarting fore,

The filthy blottes of fin to waili away.
So in {hort fpace they did to health reftore

The Man that would not live, but erft lay at

deathes do re.

E/ig. Birch's edit. vol. i. p. 13. DifdpUna, in the Spanifli lan-

guage, lignifies the fcourge which was ufed by penitents for

thcfe very purpofes of religious flagellation. T. Warton,
XXVll. 6". His body in fait water fmarting fore,] I have

here admitted into the context the reading of the 2d edition

and folio of 1609 ;
which feems to me Spenfer's own corredion.

The allufion is to the expiatory ablufions. See Pfal. li. 2, Ifa.

i, 16. We have here introduced, as three different perfons,

Fenance, Remorfe, and Repentance. There is a diftindion made
in the church between penance and repentance : the former is

forrow and contrition for fins ; the latter, a thorough hatred

of them, and a change of mind. But I am apt to think that our

poet, in his defcription of this Iloufe of Holinefs, had likewife

a view to that beautiful picture of Cebes, where ETfAAIMONHN
OIKHTHPION, the Houfe of the BleJJ'ed, might add to his image
of this Houfe of Holinefs : Dame Caelia anfwers exadly in

defcription to Erudition, truly fo called, y.a.^tj-ryiy.v'ioi. to
•zb-^os-wttoi',

l4o-fi
Je

xJ KiKfifjiivrj
r.^n TJj -/iAi/.!*. Penaunce is the pi6ture of

Tif*a;^i«,

h Tr,y i^xriyct, 'iyjura,. Remorft is *ASt;pa. Repentance, Mirccvoix.

Upton.
I muft here again notice the old Morality of Every-man ;

for ConJ'efion (after Evcn/-man has been introduced by Know-

ledge to the H()ufe of Salvation) appoints Every-man penance ;

who anfwers ;

"
Knowlege, gyve me the fcourge of penaunce,

"
INIy fleslhe therwith Ihall gyve acqueyntaunce, &c.'*

And prefently adds,
" Now of penaunce I wyll wade the water clere—"

He then is advifed to put on the garment of Contrition
; and

Good-dcedes, his fupporter, encourages his hope of mercy. Spen-
fer's tirft edition reads,

" His blamefnil body in fait wattrfore ;'*
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XXVIII.

In which his torment often was fo great,

That, Hke a lyon, he would cry and rore ;

And rend his flelh ; and his owne fynewes eat.

His owne deare Una, hearing evermore

His ruefull fliriekes and gronings, often tore

Her guiltlefle garments and her golden heare,

For pitty of his payne and anguiih fore :

Yet all with patience wifely (he did beare ;

For well flie wift his cryme could els be never

cleare.

XXIX.

Whom, thus recover'd by wife Patience

And trevv Repentaunce, they to Una brought;

Who, ioyous of his cured confcience,

Him dearely kift, and fayrely eke befought
Himfelfe to cheariflT, and confuming thought
To put away out of his carefull breft.

By this Chariffa, late in child-bed brought.

Avhich is followed by Mr. Church and others. Tonfon's edi-

tion of 1758 admits the alteration. Todd.
XXIX, 7. C/iarifa,] 'Tis finely imagined by Spenfer to

bring his Chrifiian hero at lall; to Charity: for Chriftian charity
is the completion of all Chriftian graces ;

" the end of the

commandment is charity." See 1 Cor. xiii. Charity is arrayed
in yellow robes ; flie is a married matron : and fo the God of

marriage was dreft, Ovid, Met. x. i. She has on her head a

crown of gold, a croxvn ofglory thatfadcth not axvay, I Peter v.

4. Gold is a mettle that is pure and never corrupts; emble-

matically/hewing thdt Charity remains for ever: Her fifters

will (He ; Faith will be loft in vifion ; Hope in enjoyment : but

Charity will continue for ev-er. Upton.



CANTO X. "THE FAERIE QUEEJ^E. 126

Was woxen ftron2:, and left her frultfull neft:

To her fajre Una brought this unacquainted

gueil.
XXX.

She was a woman in her freflieft age.

Of wondrous beauty, and of bounty rare,

AYith goodly grace and comely perfonage,

That was on earth not eafie to compare ;

Full of great Jove ; but Cupids wanton fnare

As hell Ihe hated ; chafte in worke and will ;

Her necke and brefts were ever open bare,

That ay thereof her babes might lucke their

fill;

The reft was all in yellow robes arayed ftill..

XXXI.

A multitude of babes about her hong,

Playing their fportes, that ioyd her to behold ;

Whom ftill flie fed, whiles they were weake

ftnd young,
Butthruft them forth ftill as they wexed old :

And on her head flie wore a tyre of gold,

Adornd with gcmmes and owches wondrous

fayre,

XXXI. 6. Adornd with gemmes and owches] Oxvches here
feem intended ior Jtwels. See alio F. Q. i. ii. 13, iii. iv. 23.

In Exod. xxviii. 11. " Owches of gold," lignify the collets in

which the precious ftones were to be placed. Barret, in his

Did. 1580, under the word jerve/l, calls the ouch " a collar

that women vied about their neckes ;" and again, under the

word ouch, terms it
" a carcanet, or ouch to hang about a gen'

tkiioma/is necke." Todd.
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Whofe paffing price uneath was to be told :

And by her fyde there fate a gentle payre
Of turtle doves, (he fitting in an yvory chayre.

XXXII.

The Knight and Una entring fayre her greet,

And bid her ioy of that her happy brood ;

Who them requites with courtTies feeming

meet,

And entertaynes with friendly chearefull

mood.

Then Una her befought, to be fo good
As in her vertuous rules to fchoole her

Knight,
Now after all his torment well withftood

In that fad Houfe of Penaunce, where his

fpright

Had paft the paines of hell and long-enduring

night.
XXXIII.

She was right ioyous of her iuft requeft ;

And, taking by the hand that Faeri<es fonne,

Gan him inftruft in everie good beheft.

Of Love; and Righteoufnes ; and Well to

donne ;

XXXII. 9. Had paft] I fliould fuppofe i^a/ is here ufed

for filtered, hat. pqfus. Chukcii.
XXXIII. 4. • And Well to donne;] That is, and of

Well doing. Ka.) to xoe^u? 'ttouTk A, S. bon,/accre. So Chau-

cer, in the Knight's Tak, 99^.
" To don oblequies, »s tho was

the gife." Upton.

I
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And Wrath and Hatred warely to ftionne,

That drew on men Gods hatred and hiswrath,

And many foules in dolours had fordonne t

In which when him flie well inftru6led hath.

From thence to heaven flie teacheth him the

ready path.
XXXIV.

"Wherein his weaker wand ring fteps to guyde,

An auncient Matrone (lie to her does call.

Whole fober lookes her wifedome well def-

cryde ;

Her name was Mercy ; well knowTie over all

To be both gratious and eke liberall :

To whom the carefull charge of him (he gave.

To leade aright, that he iliould never fall

In all his waies through this wide worldes

wave ;

That Mercy in the end his righteous foule

might fave.

XXXV.

The godly Matrone by the hand him beares

Forth from her prefence, by a narrow way,
Scattred with bufhy thornes and ragged

breares,

AVhich ftill before him fhe removed away.
That nothing might his ready pafiage ftay ;

And ever when his feet encombred were,

•

XXXIV. 4. M ., . Merer/ i &c.] Alluding to P/a^
cxlv. 9. Church.
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Or gan to (hrinke, or from the right to ftray,

She held him faft, and firmelj did upbeare ;

As carefidl nourfe her child from faUing oft

does reare.

XXXVI.

Eftfoones unto an holy Hofpitall,

That was foreby the way, {lie did him bring;
In which Seven Bead-men, that had vowed all

Their life to fervice of high heavens King,
Did fpend their dales in doing godly thing :

Their gates to all were open evermore,

That by the wearie way were travelling ;

And one fate wayting ever them before,

To call in commers-by, that needy were and

pore.
XXXVII.

The Firfl of them, that eldeft was and bed.

XXXVI. 3. In "which Seven Bead-men, «Sfc.] 'Tis no fmall

elegance in our poet thus malterly to contralt and oppol'e his

images. The Knight was carried by Ducffa to the Hoiife of

Pride, where be liaw and hickily av(jided the Seven deadly
Sins: he is now brought by Una to Dume Ca^lia, whore he is

dii'ciplined in I'acred lore, and brought to a holy liofpital to

be inured to Charity, which is reduced by the Ichooluien to

feven heads : tiz.

i. To entertain thole in diftrcfs.

ii. To feed the hungry, and to give dnnk to the thirily.

iii. To cloath the naked.

iv. To relieve prifoners and redeem captives.
V. To comfort the lick.

vi. To bury the dead.

vii. To provide for the widow and orphan. Uptox.
XXXVII. 1. .

belt,] Fiijl in precedence.
So it is explained in the fecond line of ft. 4t. Cjiurcu.



CANtO X. THE FAERIE QUEENE. 129

Of all the houfe had charge and governement,
As guardian and Iteward of the reft :

His office was to give entertainement

And lodging unto all that came and went ;

Not unto inch as could him feaft aoaine.

And double quite for that he on them fpent ;

But fuch, as want of harbour did conftraine :

Thofe for Gods fake his dewty was to entertaine.

XXXVIII.

The Second was as alnmer of the place :

His office was the hungry for to feed,

And thrifty give to drinke ; a worke of grace:
He feard not once himfelfe to be in need,
Ne car'd to hoord for thofe whom he did

breede :

The grace of God he layd up ftill in ftore,

\\ hich as a ftocke he left unto his feede :

He had enough ; what need him care for

more ?

And had he lefte, yet fome he would give to the

pore.

XXXVIII. 3. And thrifty] T/drJl>/. Spenfer's own edi-
tions here again read

t/irifti/, which ibme editions have altered
to thirji)/. See the note on thrijii/, F. Q. i. v. 15. Our old
writers ufed this orthography. Thus, in T/ie Proverbes ofLi/d-
gate, impr. by Wynkyn de Worde, Sign. B.

iij." Of Cerberus thynfernall tryble chayne," Nor of Tantalus honger nor thrujtyne[je, &c."
See alfo the Statutes of War, ike. 1513, Sign". C. i. b.

" Alfo
that every man pay his thryddes, to his capitayne lorde and
maifter, of all nianer wynnynge by warre ;" where thrydde/i
mean thirds. Todd.

VOL. III. K
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XXXIX.

The Third had of their wardrobe cuilody,

In which were not rich tyres, nor garments

The plumes of pride, and winges of vanity,

But clothes meet to keep keene cold away,
And naked nature feemely to aray ;

With which bare wretched wights he dayly

clad,

The images of God in earthly clay ;

And, if that no fpare clothes to give he had,

His owne cote he would cut, and it diflribute

glad.
XL.

The Fourth appointed by his office was

Poore prifoners to relieve with gratious ayd,

x\nd captives to redeeme with price of bras

From Turkes and Sarazins, which them had

ftayd ;

And though they faulty were, yet well he

wayd.
That God to us forgiveth every howre

XL- 5. And though they faulty were, &c.] That is, And

though perhaps thole prifoners and captives might have been

guilty of faults, and deferving their captivity, yet he well con-

sidered, that God forgiveth us daily much more than that,

which occafioned their captivity. Uptox.

By this it lliould feem, that thofe, enflaved by the Turks,
were guilty of crimes, &c. But tiic poet would fignify, by t/iey

faulty xccrc, the prifoners firft nicnticned, who were defervedly

-iinprifoned on account of their crimes. T. Wauxon.
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Much more then that why thej in bands

were layd ;

And He, that harrowd hell with heavie fiowre,

The faulty foules from thence brought to his

heavenly bowre.

XLI.

The Fift had charge fick perfons to attend,

And comfort thole in point ofdeath which lay;

For them moft needeth comfort in the end.

When Sin, and Hell, and Death, doe moft

difmay
The feeble foule departing hence away.

All is but loft, that living we beftow,

If not well ended at our dying day.

O man ! have mind of that laft bitter throw ;

For as the tree does fall, fo lyes it ever low .

XLII.

The Sixt had charge of them now being dead,

XL. 8. that harrowd hell] Subdued hell. So

Chaucer, Mill. T. 3312. edit. Tyrwhitt.
" By Him that hamcd

helle;" harried, Sax. hanaffhd, fubdued, fays Mr. Tyrwhitt;
who adds, that " our ancellors were very fond of a ftory of

Ch rift's exploits in his Defcerifus ad htferos, which they called

the harrowing of helle. They took it, with feveral others of

the fame ftamp, from the gofpel of Nicodemus. Fabr. Cod.

Apoc. N. T. There is a poem upon this fubjed in MS. Bodl,

1687.
* Hon Jefu Crift hero-wed helle
' Of harde geftes ich wille telle ?'*

See Tyrwhitt's Chaucer, vol. 2. p. 430, 2d. edit. And thus alfo

i^ the romance of Syr Eglamoure :

" He fwore by Him that harowed hell." Todd.
XLI. 9, For as the tree &c.] See Ecclef. xi. 3. CiIurCH.
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In feemcly iort their corfes to engrave,
And deck with dainty fiowres their brydall

bed,

That to their heavenly Spoufe both fvveet

and brave

They mio^ht appeare, when lie their foules

(hail lave.

The wondrous workmanfliip of Cods owne

mould,

Whole face He made all beaftes to feare,

and gave
All in his hand, even dead we honour (liould.

Ah, deureit God, me graunt, I dead be not

defould !

XLIII.

The Seventh, now after death and burialldone,

Had charge the tender orphans of the dead

And wydowes ayd, leaft they Ihould be un-

done :

In face of iudgement he their right would

plead,

Ne ought the powre of mighty men did dread

XLII. 2. to engrave,] To put into the

grave, to bury. Cnuiscii.

XLII. 7. Jr/tofc face he made all beajics to fcare, aiiiJ gave
All in his hand,] That is, into ic/iojb liand he

gave all, T. ^VAUTO^^
See Pfal. viii. 6, ^<c. Church.
XLIII. 2. the tender orphans of the dead

And xa/dowes ai/d,] To aid tiic tender orphans
and widows of the dead. Cxivuca.
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In their defence ; nor would for gold or fee

Be . wonne their rightfidl cauies downe to

tread :

And, when they flood in moft neceffitee,

Pie did fupply their want, and gave them ever

free.

XLIV.

There when the Elfin Knight arrived was,

The firft and chiefell of the Seven, whofe care

A¥as guefts to welcome, towardes him did pas;

Where feeing Mercie, that his fteps upbare

And alwaies led, to her with reverence rare

He humbly louted in meeke lowlinefle,

And feemely welcome for her did prepare :

For of their Order flie was Patroneile,

Albe Chariffa were their chiefeft Founderefle.

XLV.

There fhe awhile him ftayes, himfelfe to reft,

That to the reft more hable he might bee :

During which time, in every good beheft,

And godly worke of Almes and Charitee,

Shee him inftrufted with great induftree.

Shortly therein fo perfe6t he became,

That, from the firft unto the laft degree.

His mortall life he learned had to frame

In holy righteoufneffe, without rebuke or blame.

XLVI.

Thence forward by that painfull way they pas

Iv O
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Forth to an Hill, thatwas both fteepe and hy;
On top whereof a facred Chappell was,

And eke a litle Hermitage thereby,

Wherein an aged holy man did lie.

That day and night faid his devotion,

Ne other worldly bufmes did apply :

His name was Hevenly Contemplation ;

Of God and goodnes was his meditation.

XLVII.

Great grace that old man to him given had ;

XLVI. 2. to an Hill, that icas bothjleepe and hy ;'\
The

refidence afllgncd lo Contemplation is often in woods or groves.
See Milton'8 Camus, ver. 377- See alio the next note on Con-

templation. Milton, fpeaking of the foul, finely fays, that,
" fo

oft as flie would retire out of the head from over tne (learning

vapours ot the lower parts to Divine Contemplation, with him

ilie found the purert and quieteft retreat, as being moft remote

from foil and difturbance." Mr. Upton remarks that the refi-

dence of Contemplation on a hill, feems imaged from the Table

of Cebes, in which A^-/)9^l';^ Ha-'^hicc dwells on a fteep rock, where

Patience and Perfeverance Hand ready, like Mercy here, to

alhrt and encourage thofe that mount the hill. Todd.
XLVI. 7- did apply:] Blind. See F.

Q. ii. vi. 5.
" Her courfe for to appli/." Ciiuiicir.

XLVI. 8. Contemplation ;] Mr. Warton, in a note

on Milton's //. Fenf. ver. 52, fays that Contemplation is firft

perfonificd in Engliih poetry by Spenfer. Rut it is perfonified

by Sidney in hh Arcadia, which is generally underftood to

have been written about 1580. See the 13th edit. p. 229.
The verfes are called Afclepiades :

" O fweet woods, the delight of folitarinefs—
"

Coiitcniplation here holdeth his only feat
;

" Bounded with no limits, borne with a wing of hope,
" Climes even unto the ftars."

Contemplation is alfo a perfon in the old IMorality of Hyckc-
Scorncr ; and, like Spenier's old man whole " mind is full of

fpirituall repaft," fki/ukes on thovghtes that is full hcvenli/. See

Hawkins's Orig. of Eug. Drama, vol. u p. 79' Todd.
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For God he often faw from heavens hight :

All were his earthly eien both blunt and bad.

And through great age had loft their kindly

fight.

Yet wondrous quick and perfaunt was his

fpright.

As eagles eie, that can behold the funne.

That Hill they fcale with all their povvre and

might.
That his fraile thighes, nigh weary and for-

donne,

Gan iiiile ; but, by her heipe, the top at laft he

wonne.
XLVIIL

There they doe finde that godly aged Sire,

With fnowy lockes adowne his flioulders flied ;

As hoary froft with fpangles doth attire

The mofly braiinches of an oke halfe ded.

Each bone might through his body well be

red.

And every lin^w feene, through his long faft :

For nought he car'd his carcas long unfed ;

XLVII. .9. hy her hclpe,] That is, through

Mercy. Church.
XLVIII. 3. Js hoaiyfroji &c.] This pifturefque image of

the fuowy locks of this reverend perfou compared to a hoary
froft, which covers the head of an oak, Mr. Pope thinks was
borrowed from Homer; where Hedor is faid to march along,

feeming a monntain capt with fnow, opsV n^oenT* sotJ^w;. II. >. 754.
In allulion to the white plumes playing on his helmet^ and to

his perpetual epithet xofvGwio^as. Upton,

K 4
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His mind was full of fpiritiiall repafl,

And pyn'd his flelli to keep his body low and

chaft.

XLIX.

Who, when thefe two approching he afpide,

At their firfl prefence grew agrieved fore,

That forlt him lay his hev enly thoughts afide ;

And had he not that ]3ame refpe6ted more,

Whom highly he did reverence and adore,

He would not once have moved for the Kni^^ht.

They him faluted, ftanding far afore ;

Who, well them greeting, humbly did re-

cruiirht,

And ailed, to what end they clomb that tedious

hight ?

L.

What end," quoth Ihe,
'* fhould caqfe us take

Ibch paine,

But that fame end> which every living wight
Should make his marke, high heaven to at-

taine ?

Is not from hence the way, that leadeth right

To that mod glorious Houfe, that gliftreth

bright
With burning ftarres aqd everliving fire,

XLVIII. g. Jnd pyn'd hisjicjli to keep his body low and
cJiqji.']

See Rom. viii. 13, I Cor. ix. 27. Upton.
XLIX. 4. more,] Greatfy. S^e

Inlrodud. F. Q. ii. ft. 4. Ciilucii.

((
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Whereof the keies are to thv hand behight

By wile Fidelia ? She doth thee require,

To fliew it to this Knight, according his defire."

LI.

" Thrife happy man," laid then the Father grave,

.

" Whole Itaggering fteps thy fleady hand

doth lead,

And Ihewes tlie way his linfull foule to fave !

Who better can the way to heaA en aread

Then thou thyl'elfe,
that was both borne and

bred

In hevenly throne, where thoufand angels

fliine ?

Thou doeft the praiers of the righteous fead

Prefent before the Maielly Divine,

And His avenging wrath to clemency incline.

LII.

"
Yet, fmce thou bidft, thy pleafure flial be

donne.

L. 7. JF/icrcof the kcies are to thy hand bchight'\ Faith gives
to Contemplation the keys, the fynibol ot power, which open
the gates of lieaven. There is an alkihon, not unlike, in

^Efchylus, Eutiien. v, 830. K«» x^/jda? oi^a. ^ajj-oiruv ^qvy. ^I'lot.

INlinerva having the keys of heaven, (he alone, (li*. VVifdom,)
can give you tntrunce thither. Upton.
Hence perhaps Milton's "

golden key, that opes the palace
of Eternity," Com. 13. Todd.

Ibid. bchight] Committed or en-

trujied. See the note on highl, F. Q. i. iv. 6. Todd.
L. 9. according] Granting. Fr. accorder.

Church.
; LI. 3. Jnd JJiexccs the -waj/,] He (honld have fuid, "And

^0 a;i^ic/« it Ihewes the way." T. Warton.



138 THfi FAERIE aVttNE. «00K !>

Then come, Thou man of earth, and fee the

waj.
That never yet was feene of Faries fonne ;

That never leads the traveller aftray,

But, after labors long and fad delay.

Brings them to ioyous reft and endlelTe blis.

But firft thou muft a feafon faft and pra}^.

Till from her bands the fpright affoiled is.

And have her ftrength recur'd from fraile in-

firmitis/'

Liir.

That done, he leads him to the higheft Mount ;

Such one, as that fame mighty Man of God,

LII. 2. T/um man of earth,] The reader will not fee the

propriety of this addrefs, till he reads, ft. 6.5, 66 ; for it does
not fignify an earthly-minded man, in the fenfe of Pjal. x. 18,
" that the man of the earth may no more oppreffe ;" but in the

fenfe of Gen. ix. 20. " And Noah began to be an hujbandman."
Heb. A man of the earth. Septuagint. Kai rplaro Na;E ajSpwTro?

rEfiPFOS yvi?. Where ymfyoq feems to be a glofs or interpreta-
tion. Hence the Knight's name, Tta^/lc, George. The very
fame addrefs and allufion you have in JNlilton ; for, Adam fig-

nifying a man of earth, hence Eve very properly, fpeaking to

him, lays; "Adam, earth's \\q\\o\\'A mould." Upton.
LII. 6". Brings them] Both Spenfer's editions read *'

Brivlg
them." But it Ihould be either "

Brings him," the traveller ;

or we fhould read, in the fourtli line, iravcilcrs. Chuuch.
LII. 8. the fpright afibiled is,] Is abfolved.

Fr. abfoudre. Often thus ufed by our old poets. Thus in

Pierce the Plovghmans Crede, edit. 15.53. Sign. B.
iij.

" My foule I fette for thyn, to afoile the clene."

And in the romance of Robert the Devyll :

" And for youre fynnes euer youe mufte be forye,
" For as yet I will not ajjbi/lle yon."

In Chaucer's Prol. Cant. T. 66S, edit. Urr. "
Affoiling" is ufed

for Abjblution.Todd. •
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That blood-red billowes like a walled front

On either iide dilparted with his rod,

Till that his army dry-foot through theni yod,

Dwelt forty daies upon ; where, writt in (tone

With bloody letters by the hand of God,
The bitter doome of death and balefull mone

He did receive, whiles flafliing fire about him

fhone :

LIV.

Or like that facred Hill, whofe head full hie,

Adornd with fruitfull olives all arownd.

Is, as it were for endleffe memory
Of that deare Lord who oft thereon was

fownd.

For ever with a flowring girlond crownd :

Or like that pleafaunt Mount, that is for ay

Through famous poets verfe each where re-

nownd.

On which the thrife three learned Ladies play

Their hevenly notes, and make full many a

lovely lay.
LV.

From thence, far off he unto him did ihew

A little path, that was both ileepe and long,

Which to a goodly Citty led his vew ;

Whofe wals and towres were builded high and

ftrong

LIII. 3. blowl-red biUo-wcs] So he calls the wave*
of the Red Sea. Jortin.
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Of perle and precious Itone, that earthly tong
Cannot defcribe, nor wit of man can tell ;

Too high a ditty for my fimple fong !

The Citty of the Greate King hight it well,

Wherein eternall peace and happinefle doth
dwell.

LVI.

As he thereon ftood gazing, he might fee

The blelifed Angels to and fro delcend

From higheft heven in gladfome companee,
And with great ioy into that Citty wend,
As commonly as frend does with his frend.

 Whereat he wondred much, and gan enquere,
AVhat ftately building durft fo high extend

'

Her lofty towres unto the ftarry fphere.
And what unknowen nation there empeopled

were.

LVII.

Faire Knight," quoth he,
" Hierufalem that is,

The New Hierufalem, that God has built

For thofe to dwell in, that are chofen his.

His chofen people purg'd from fmful guilt
With pretious blood, which cruelly was

fpilt

On curled tree, of that unfpotted Lam,

LVI. 2. The hhO'cd angels to and fro defcend] Alluding to
Jacob's vifion, Gen. xxviii, 12. Compare Milton, Pur. Lojl,
B. iii. 501, &c. Upton.

LV^I. J. As commonly] That is, in as loving and fociable
a manner. Commonly has here the lame feule as the Latin
word commiatitcr, that is, together, jo/«^/y. Church.

a
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That for the finnes of al the world was kilt :

Now are they Saints all in that Citty fam,

More dear unto their God then younglings to

their dam/'

LVIII.

" Till now/' faid then the Knight,
" I weened

well.

That great Cleopohs where I have beene,

In which that faireil Fary Queene doth dwell.

The faireft citty was that might be li^ene ;

And that bright towre, all built of chriftall

clene,

Panthea, feemd the brighteft thing that was :

But now by proofe all otherwile I weene ;

For this great Citty that does far furpas,

And this bright Angels towre quite dims that

towre of glas/'

Lix.

" Mod trew/' then faid the holy aged man ;

" Yet is Cleopolis, for earthly frame,

The faireft peece that eie beholden can ;

And well befeemes all Knights of noble name,

LIX. 2. for earthlj/ frame,] Correfted by
the edit. 1751, by Mr. Church, Mr. Upton, and Tonfon's

edit, of 1758, from the Errata, fubjoined to the tirft edition.

Both Speiifer's editions however read faine, which the folios

and the firll edition of Huglies follow. Dr. Jortin, who exa-

mined only the later editions, propofed to readframe.
Todd.

LIX. 3. Thefairefi peece] Cajle, building. See F. Q. ii.

xi. 14.
" The ranlack of that /Jt-ae." Cuurch.
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That covett in th^ immortall booke of fame

To be eternized, that fame to haunt,

And doen their fervice to that foveraiirne

Dame,
That glory does to them for guerdon graunt :

For Ihe is hevenlj borne, and heaven may iuftly

vaunt.

LX.
" And thou, faire ymp, fprong out from Enghfti

race,

How ever now accompted Elfins fonne.

Well worthy doeft thy fervice for her grace,

To aide a Virgin defolate fordonne.

But when thou famous vi6lory haft wonne,

And high emongft all Knights haft hong thy

Ihield,

Thenceforth the fuitt of earthly conqueft

fhonne.

And wafh thy hands from guilt ofbloody field ;

For blood can nought but ftn, and wars but for-

rows, yield.
LXI.

" Then feek this path that I to thee prefdge,

Which after all to heaven fliall thee fend ;

LX. 6. And high emongjl all Knights hajl hong thijJJiield,']

That is, in fome temple. So Godfrey, having compleated his

conqueft of Jerufalem, hangs his arms up in the temple. Taflb,

C. XX. ft, ult. Upton.
LXI. 1. that I to thee prefage,] Poirit out

with mij hand. The French fo ufe prefager. Compare with the

fourth line, Cjiurcii.
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Then peaceably thy painefull pilgrimage

To yonder lame Hierulalem doe bend,

Where is for thee ordaind a blefTed end :

For thou emongft thofe Saints, whom thou

doeft fee.

Shall be a Saint, and thine owne Nations

Frend

And Patrone : Thou Saint George Ihalt called

bee,

Saint George of mery England, the figne of

vi6toree."

LXII.

"
Unworthy wretch,'' quoth he,

" of fo great

grace,

How dare I thinke fuch glory to attaine !"

"
Thefe, that have it attaynd, were in like

cace,"

LXI. 9. mery England,'\ That is, plcafant, de-

lightful, England. So Chaucer, p. 170. ed. Urr.
" That made hem in a citie to tarie,
" That ftode full meri/ upon an havin fide."

Stodefull mery, that is, was pleafantly fituate. So Spenfer, in

his Frothalamion :

" At length they all to merry London came,
*' To merry London, &c." Church.

Ibid.
;

the figne of vi^ore€.'\ The word.

So, in military language, the counter-fign forms a part of thft

'watch-word appointed for the day. See Shakfpeare, Rick. III.

" Our ancient word of courage, fair St. George,
"

Infpire us with the fpleen of fiery dragons !"

See alfo Le Maufolee, ou Les Tombeaux des Chevaliers du

Noble Ordre de la Toifon d' Or, Amft. 1689, p- 48. " Le cris

de guerre des Roys d' Angleterre : Monfjoye, Nojlre Dame,
S. George, k caufe des baskieres de Noftre Dame, & de

Saint George." Todd.
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Quoth he,
" as wretched, and hv'd in hke

paine."
" But deeds of amies muft I at laft be faine

And Ladies love to leave, fo dearclj bought ?"
" AVhat need of amies, where peace doth ay

remaine,"

Said'he,
" and battailes none are to be fouo-ht ?

As for loofe loves, they are vaine, and vanilh

into nouoht."o
LXIII.

" O let me not," quoth he,
" then turne againe

Backe to the world, whofe ioyes fo fruitleife

are ;

But let me here for aie in peace remaine.
Or ftreightway on that laft long voiage fare.

That nothing may my prefent hope empare/'
" That may not be," faid he,

" ne niaift thou yitt

Forgoe that royal Maides bequeathed care,

LXII. 4. Quoth he, as -wretched, &c.] This is the reading
of tJie fecond edition, which appears to be the poet's correction,

in order to (how that Contemplation was now the Ipeaker. In

every edition the alteration is adopted ; except in that of Mr.
Church, who reads with the firft edition;

" were in like cace
" As wretched men, and lived &c." Todd.

LXII. 9- ^*' ./«/ loofe tores, thcij'arc rai/ie,] So the firll,

edition reads
; whicii Hughes's fecond edition, the edition of

1751, Tonfon'sof 1738, Mr. Church, and Mr. Upton, follow.

Spenfer's fecond edition, probably by an errour of the prefs,
omits thei/, which the folios and Hughes's firll edition have,
however, adopted. Mr. ^\'al•tou alio, by not examining the firft

edition, has unjuftly charged the poet with iuuccurucy for not

ini'erting thej/. Todd.
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Who did her caufe into thy hand committ,

Till from her curled foe thou have her freely

quitt/'

** Then fliall I foone/' quoth he,
" fo God me

grace,

Abett that Virgins caufe difconfolate^

And fliortly back returne unto this places

To walke this way in Pilgrims poore eftate.

]3ut now aread, old Father, m hy of late

!
.
Didft thou behight me borne of Englifli blood ,

Whom all a Faeries foniie doen nominate ?"

" That word ihall J," faidhe^
" avouchen good,

Sith to thee is unknowne the cradle of thy brood.

LXV.

For well I wote thou fpringft from ancient racea

LXIV. 9. —' ^—- the cradle of thy brood.] Thus

again, F. Q. v. i. 5.
" Even from the cradk ol' his infancv."

And, in the Hymne in Honour of Love,
" The wondrous cradle

of thine infancy." Thus alio G. Gafcoigiie to Lady Bridges :

" Lo thus was Bridges hurt
" In cradel of her kynd/' T. WartOX.

LXV. 1. For well I wote thou fpringjtfrom ancient race

Of Saxon kingcs,] St. George, by the generality
of writers, is fuppofed to be a Cappadocian ; by fome, a Cili-

cian. The romance-writer of the Seven Champions of Chrif-

tendom makes him to be born of Englifh parentage, and of

the royal blood ; his mother, a king's daughter ;
and his birth-

place, Coventry ; but that, as foon as born, he was miracu-

loufly conveyed away by an enchantrefs, called Kalyb : to

which ftory Spenfer alludes in this ftanza. This fame I'tory
of

changelings, he has likewife in F. Q. iii. iii. 26", fpeaking of

Arthegal. Shakfpeare likewife gives his poetical teftimony to

thefe vulgar tales. Upton.
The popular fuperftition of the night-tripping fairy, who

haunted women in child-bed, and exchanged children, is fome-

VOL. III. L
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OfSaxon kingeSjthat have with mightie hand,
And many bloody battailes fought in place,

Highreard their royall throne inBritane land,

And vanquirtit them, unable to withftand :

From thence a Faery thee unweeting reft,

There as thou (lepft in tender fwadling band.

And her bafe Elfin brood there for thee left :

Such, men do chaungelings call, fo chaung'd by
Faeries theft.

Lxvr.
" Thence flie thee brought into this Faerv lond,

And in an heaped furrow did thee hyde ;

Where thee a ploughman all unweeting fond,
• As he his toylefome teme that way did guyde,
And brought thee up in ploughmans itate to

bj^de,

\\ hereof Georgos he thee gave to name ;

what fimilar to that of the female flight-walkers, (lemures,)
recorded by Wierus, and of whom the exiftence was believed

in Germany :
'•

Eratque hoc larvarum genus apprime infauftutn

puerperis, & infautibus ladentibus, cuuis adhuc mhaerentibus."

Wier. De Frcrjlig. Dxmon. 1583, p. 118. Todd.
LXV. 4. Britane land,'] This is the

reading of the fecond edition, which Mr. Upton and Tonfon's

edit, of 1758 adopt. Mr. Church follows the firft edition,
" Rritaus land," but conjectures that the poet gave

" Briton

•land." Other editions read Britain or Britaine. Todd.
LX VI. 0'. ll'/iereof Gdorgos he thee gave to name ;] Georgos

in the Greek language fignifying a kufbandman, our poet hence

takes occafion (according to his ufual method) of introducing
the marvellous tale told of Tages, and applying it to his hero :

Tages was the fon of the earth : a ploughman {as he his toilfome

tone that waij did guide) found him under the furrow, which

the couher-irou had turned up. This wonderful tale the reader
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Till prickt with courage, and thy forces prjde,

To Fary court thou cam'ft to leek for fame.

And prove thy puiffant amies, as feemes thee

bed became/'

LXVII.

O holy Sire," quoth he,
" how fliall I quight

The many favours I with thee have fownd.

That haft my Name and Nation redd aright,

And taught the way that does to heaven

bownd!"

This faide, adowne he looked to the grownd
To have returnd, but dazed were his eyne

Through paffmg brightnes, which did quite

confound

His feeble fence, and too exceeding fliyne.

So darke are earthly thinges compard to things

divine !

may fee in Cicer. De Bivin. ii. 23, Ovid. Met. xv. 553, and in

other writers. Hence, in allulion to his name Georgos, Speiiler
in his letter to Sir W. R.. calls him *' a clounijh young man ;

v/ho, having defired a boone of the queen of Faeries, refted

himlelf on the floor, unfit through his ruJiicUie for a better

place."
'Tis worth while to fee with what great art our poet by de-

grees unravels his ftory : the poem opens with the Chriftiau

Knight ; you fee his charafter, yet know not his name or

lineage ; fome few hints are afterwards flung out ; but in this

Canto you are fully fatisfied. Spenfer is very fond of this

kiiid of fufpenfe. Upton.
LXVII. 8. and too exceeding fliyne.] The

conftraftion is,
"
Through pafling brightnes, and too exceed-

ing fliyne, which did quite confound his feeble fence." S/ii/ne

is ufed as a fubftantive for light. So, in Pfal. xcvii, 4.
" His

lightnings ga.\ejhine unto the world." Church.

L 2
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LXVlir.

At lafl, whenas himfelfe he gan to fjnd,
To Una back he cafl: him to retyre ;

Who him awaited (till with penfive mynd.
Great thankes, and goodly meed, to that good

Svre

He thens departing gave for his paynes hyre.
So came to Una, who him ioyd to fee ;

And, after htle reft, gan him defyre
Of her Adventure myndfull for to bee.

So leave they take of Ca^lia and her Daughters
three.

LX'\^III. 1. At hijl, &c.] That is, when he had recovered
hiinfelf from his ecftaiy. Church.
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CANTO XL

The Knight with that old Dragonfghts
Tico dayes incejjantli) :

The third, him overthrozves; and gayns

Moji glorious viBory.

I.

HIGH time now gan it wex for Una fayre

To thinke of thofe her captive Parents cleare,

And their forvvafted kingdom to repayre :

Whereto whenas they now approched neare,

With hartie wordes her Knight (lie gan to

cheare,

And in her modeft manner thus befpake ;

" Deare Knight, as deare as ever Knight was

deare,

That all thefe forrowes fuffer for my fake,

High Heven behold the tedious toyle, ye for me
take !

II.

" Now are we come unto my nati\^e foyle,

And to the place where all our perilles dwell ;

Here hauntes that Feend, and does his daily

fpoyle ;

Therefore henceforth bee at your keeping well.

And ever ready for your foeman fell :

l3
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The fparke of noble corage now awake,
And ilrive your excellent felfe to excell :

That lliall ye evermore renowmed make
Above all Knights on earth, that batteill under-

take."

III.

And pointing forth,
" Lo ! yonder is," faid flie,

" The brafen towre, in which my Parents deare

For dread of that huge Feend empriibnd be ;

Whom I from far fee on the walles appeare,.
Whofe light my feeble foule doth greatly

cheare :

And on the top of all I do efpye
The watchman wayting tydings glad to heare ;

That, O my Parents, might I happily
Unto you bring, to eafe you of your mifery !"

IV.

With that they heard a roaring hideous fownd,
That all the ayre with terror filled ^vyde,
Andfeemd uneathtofliake the ftedfalt ground.

Eftfoones that dreadful Dragon they eipyde,
W here llretcht he lay upon the funny iide

III. 1. J?id Scc.'\ This ftanza was either omitted in the>
firft edition by the caieleffneis of the printer, or afterwards
added by the poet. It is found, though no notice is taken of
it, in the fecond and fubfequent editions. Church.

III. 8. That, my Parents, might I &c.] That is, the
which tydings. Upton.

J^- 3. uneath] So all, the editions. I fuppofe
it means beneath^ and is a contraction for underneath. I do not
recoiled that he elfewhere ui'es uneath ui this fenfe. Church.
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Of a great hill, himfelfe like a great hill :

But, all fo foone as he from far defcrycle

Thofe gliilring armes that heven with light

did fill,

pie roufd himfelfe full bljth, and haftned them

untill.

V.

Then badd the Knight his Lady yede aloof.

And to an hill herfelfe withdraw afyde ;

Prom whence (he might behold that battailles

proof,

And eke be fafe from daunger far defcr}^de :

She him obayd, and turnd a little wyde.
—

Now, O thou facred Mufe, moft learned

dame,

Fayre ympe of Phoebus and his aged bryde,

IV. 7- But, allfo foone as &c.] Statius, T/ieb. v, 556.
" turn fquamea demum

** Torvus ad armorum radios, iVemitumque virorum,
" CoUa movet." JoRxiif.

IV. g. untill.] Unto. So he ufes

the word in his Shep. Cal. Nov. ver. 185. " What it us brings
untill." Church.

V. 1. • his Lady yede aloof] To yede is to

go. So, in Chaucer, Horn. R. 5151. ed. Urr.
" For alle yede out at one ere
*' That in that other Ihe did lere :"

That is, xicnt. Spenfer often makes the preterperfed yode, both

in F. Q. and in his Shep. Cal. Yede and yode are tlius indil-

criniinately ui'ed in Bevis of Hawpton. Todd.
V. 7- Faire ympe of Pluebus and his aged bryde, &c.] 'Tis

impollible but that the reader's attention mult have been

awakened at the dreadful apprehenfion of this Uragon, for

which he has all along been prepared by the poet. This

monller is juft mentioned : the poet then paul'es, and invocates

L 4
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The nourfe of time and everlailing fame,

That warlike handes ennobleft with immortall

name ;

VI.

0, gently come into my feeble brell,

Come gently; but not with thatniightle rage,

^Vherewith the martiall troupes thou doefl

infeft,

And hartes of great heroes doefl enrage,

liis IMiife. Now nothing can be finer imagined : during this

pauie the reader's imagination is in iufpenfe, and left to work
for itfelf : and the delay and expectation are kept up for above

twenty verfes. Mean while the poet, to awaken the attention

of the reader to fome great argument and new matter, calls

upon the facred Mufe, after the maijner of his mailers Homer
and Virgil. So again, F. Q. iii. iii. 4.

"
Begin then, O my deareft facred dame,

"
Daughter of Phoebus and of Memor^e, &c."

In both thefe paflages the Mufe is called the daughter of

Phoebus and Mnemofyne, that is. Memory. But Homer and
Hefiod make the Mufes to be daughters of Jupiter. The poets
are not however altogether agreed as to their genealogy.

Ul'TOJf,

Spenfer alfo makes the IMufes the daughters of Phoebus and

INInemofyne, F. Q. ii, x. 3. Elfewhere he makes them the

daughters of Jupiter and Mnemofyne : See F. Q. iv. xi. 10,

This latter opinion is mofl commonly received. Church.
V. t). That warlike handes] Handes for perj'ons. See F. Q,

iii. iii. 4.
" That doeft enuohle with imwortal name
" The warlike Worthies —" Church.

VI, 4.  
—

heroes] It is not uncommon to find

heroes extended into three iyllables by our old poets. In the

}'. Q. are other inftances. So, in Spenfer's A-^erfes likewife,

prefixed to the Hijt. of George Cajtriot, &c. 15<)(>.

<' And old /feroes, which their world did daunt."

And thus Browne, in the Dedication to his Brit. Pajt. l6l6,
" Where brave heroes worths the Sifters fmg."

Again, Brit. Pajl. B. i. p. 92.
f^ When our /Jfrar, honour'd Eflex, died," Todd,
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That nought their khidled corage may afwage :

Sooiie as thy dreadtliU trompe begins to fownd,

The god of warre with his tiers equipage

Thou doell awake, fleepe never he fo fownd ;

And feared nations doeft with horror fterne

aftownd.

VII.

Fayre goddeHfe, lay that furious fitt afyde,

Till 1 of warres and bloody Mars doe flng,

And Bryton fieldes with Sarazin blood bedyde,

Twixt that great Faery Queene and Paynim

King,
That with their horror heven and earth did

ring;;

A worke of labour long, and endleffe prayfe :

VI. 7. The god of warre wit/i Itis fers equipage] IMilton,

in his Sonnet to Sir Henri/ Vane, feems to Imve had this paffage

in his remembrance :

" Then to advife how IFar may, bed upheld,
" Move by her two main nerves, iron and gold,
" In all her equipage." Todd.

VI. f). And feared nations] Corrected from the Errata :

It was before,
" A ndyeorefi nations," Church.

VII, 1. • that furious fitt] Fitt, from what

follows in the feventh line of this llanza, feems to be ul'ed in

thij fenfe of a muftcaljlrain, as in Colin Clouts come home again,

ver. 6'<).
" To play fome pleafant^Y :" Where fee the note.

Todd.
VII. Q. Till I of warres &c.] See the Letter to Sir Walter

Raleigh, Verfes to Lord Eflex, and F. Q. i. xii. 18, where

Spenfer gives intimations of his defign of writing an heroic k

poem in honour of Queen Elifal)eth. Church,
The i'uijjecl of this poem was to be the wars betwixt the

Faerie Queene and the Paynim King, meaning hiftorically

Queen Elifabeth and the King of Spain. See F. Q. i. xii. 18.

Upton.



l^^ THE FAERIE QUEENE. BOOK U

But now a while lett downe that haughtie

ilring,

And to my tunes thy fecond tenor rayfe,

That I this Man of God his godly amies may
blaze.

VIII.

By this, the dreadful Beafl; drew nigh to hand,

lialfe flying and halfe footing in his hafte,

That with his largeneffe meafured much land.

And made wide fliadow under his huge wafte ;

As mountaine doth the valley overcame.

Approching nigh, he reared high afore

His body monllrous, horrible, and vafle ;

VII. 7.  that haughtie./?r7'Mo-,] That Mgk-
ttined ilring, as Mr. Church obferves. So, in French, Haut-
contre is, in mufick, the Counter-tenor. The Italians ul'e Alto

in the fame fenfe. Todd.
VIII. 1. By this, the dreadful Beaji drew nigh to hand,

HalfeJlying and halfe footing] Among the Odes
attributed to Anacreon, there is one on Love, {Od. xl.) who,

being ftung by a bee, runs, half on foot, half flying, to his

mother.
Apajt/twi/

^I-kcu 'SJira.a^sU. This image, ludicrous and

pretty, our poet has made terrible. This it is to be a poet !

and fo worthy of imitation did it appear to Milton, that, in

defcribing the journey of Satan through the vaft gulf between
heaven and hell, he has made ufe of Spenfer's words, Par. Lojij

B, ii. ^40.
"

nigh founder'd on he fares,
"

Treading the crude confiftence, half on foot,
"

HalfJlying." Upton.
VIII. 3. with his largeneffe meafured much land, (Sec]

In the eleventh ftanza we are told, that his tail alone " lacked

but little of three furlongs." Homer fays of the giant Tityus,

that, out-ftretched on the ground, he covered nine acres, o ^'

W hveoi xerro
zceAFfipa, Odyff. A. 57^- See alfo //. tt. 77 O. IL f'^

407, and Milton, Far. L. B. i. IQo. Todd.
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Which, to increale his wondrous greatnes

more,

Was fwohi with %vrath and pojfon, and with

bloody gore ;

IX.

And over all with brafen fcales was armd,

Like plated cote of lleele, fo couched neare

That nought mote perce ; ne might his corfe

be harmd

With dint offwerd, nor pufli of pointed fpeare ;

Which, as an eagle, feeing pray appeare,

His aery plumes doth rouze full rudely dight ;

So iliaked he, that horror was to heare :

For, as the clalhing of an armor bright,

Such noyfe his rouzed fcales did fend unto the

Knight.
X.

His flaggy wlnges, when forth he did difplay,

Were like two fayles, in which the hollow

wynd
Is gathered full, and worketh fpeedy way :

And eke thepennes, that did hispineonsbynd,

IX. 1, Jiid over all &c.] That is, And was armd all

over &c. So, in T/ie rijiuns of the Worlds Vanity, ft. 6.
" An hideous dragon, dreadful to behold;

" Whofe back was armd againft the dint of fpear
" With ihields of brafs tliat (hone lilie burniflit gold,
" And forkhed fting &c." Church.

IX. 5. Which,] JVhicJi fcales. Church.
X. 2. Were like t-xo fayles] Sails are often ufed by our

author for -xings. See the note oufaileSf F. Q. v. iv. 42.

T. Warton.
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Were like mayne-yardes with flying canvas

lynd ;

With which whenas him hft the ayre to beat,
And there by force unwonted palKage fynd,
The cloudes before him fledd for terror

great,

And all the hevens flood ftill amazed with his

threat.

XI.

His huge long tayle, wownd up in hundred

foldes,

Does overfpred his long bras-fcaly back,

"VVhofe wreathed boughtes when ever he un-

foldes,

And thick-entangled knots adown does flack,

Befpotted as with fliieldes of red and blacke,

It fweepeth all the land behind him farre.

And of three furlongs does but litle lacke ;

And at the point two ftinges infixed arre,

Both deadly fharp, that
fliarpefl fleele exceeden

farre.

XI. 3. JVhofe wreaflied boughtes] Txcijs orfolds. See the
fame word, applied to the Dragon, F. Q. i. i. 15, and to a

ferpent, in his Virgil's Gnat, It. 32. A paflage in Milton's

Allegro illuftrates the ul'e of the word in this old fenfe :

"
many a vjinding bout

 " Of linked fweetnefs long drawn out." Todd.
XI. 5. Befpotted as witkjhieldes] Correfted in the Errata;

though I, for my part, dillike not "
Befpotted all with fliieldes ;"

ior Jliields mean fcales. So, in Job xli. 15, of the leviathan:
*'

Ilis/ca/e* are his pride," Heb. " HisJlrovg pieces ofJhields."
Upton,
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XIL

Bat ftinges and ftiarpeft (leele did far exceed

The {liarpneflfe
of his cruel rending clawes :

Dead was it fure, as fure as death indeed,

What ever thing does touch his ravenous

paweSj

Or what within his reach he ever drawes.

But his moil hideous head my tongue to tell

' Does tremble ; for his deepe devouring iawes

Wyde gaped, like the griefly mouth of hell,

Through which into his darke abylfe all ravin

fell.

XIII.

And, that more wondrous was, in either iaw

Three ranckes of yron teeth enrauno'ed were,

In which yett trickling blood, and gobbets raw,

Of late devoured bodies did appeare ;

That fip-ht thereofbredd cold consrealed feare :

VV^hich to increafe, and all at once to kill,

A cloud of fmoothering fmoke, and fulphure

feare.

Out of his {linking gorge forth fteemed ftill,

That all the ayre about with fmoke and ilench

did fill.

XII. I. But &C-] The conftrudion is, But the fharpnefle
of his cruell rending clawes did far exceed ftinges and ftiarpoll

(teele. Cuuiicii.
)CIIL '2. Three ranckes of yron teeth &c.] Ovid, Met. iii.

34. "
Triplici ftant ordine dentes" Jortix.

See Dan. vii, 7. The bead '* had great iron teeth."

UPTOK.
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XIV.

His blazing eyes, like two bright Ibining fliieldes,

Did burne with wrath, and fparkled living

fyre :

As two broad beacons, fett in open fieldes,

Send forth their flames far off to every fliyre.

And warning give, that enemies confpyre
With jfire and fword the region to invade ;

So flam'd his eyne with rage and rancorous

vre :

But far within, as in a hollow glade,
Thofe glaring lampes were fett, that made a

dreadfull fliade.

XV.

So dreadfull}^ he towardes him did pas,

Forelifting up aloft his fpeckled breft,

And often bounding on the brufed gras,

XIV. 1. His blazing eyp*, &c.] Thefe "
glaring lamps

as the poet afterwards calls them, are very properly given by
Milton to Satan, Far. L. B. i. 193.

" With head up-lift above the wave, and ti/es
" That fparlding blaz'd —"

Both poets are jirobably indebted to Homer, //. /, 474'.

S. Rovv'lands, in his metrical Hift. of Gwj/ Earle of Warxcick,

1654, fign. \\. 3, has very minutely copied Spenfer's dragon :

*' His blazing eyes did burn like living fire,
" And forth his fmoaking gorge came fulphur fmoke, &c."

Other proofs of fimilar plagiarifm might be adduced from this

forgotten work. The dragon in Htioti de Bourdeairx muft not
be omitted, as perhaps Spenfer retained fome remembrance of

it. See Hugh &c. edit. Rouen, f. d. fol. 239. b.
" Le corps

auoit grand k merueilles, & la telle tant grofle en laquelle
auoit deux yeux plus grands que deux bajins, plains de briiift

tirdant." Todd.
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As for great ioyance of his new come gueft.

Eftfoones he gan advance his haughty creft ;

As chauffed bore his briftles doth upreare ;

And Ihoke his fcales to battaile ready dreft,

(That made the Redcroffe Knight nigh quake
for feare,)

As bidding bold defyaunce to his foeman neare.

XVI.

The Knight gan fayrely couch his fteady fpeare,

And fierfely ran at him with rigorous might :

The pointed fteele, arriving rudely theare,

His harder hyde would nether perce nor

bight,
j' But, glauncing by, foorth paiTed forward

right :

Yet, fore amoved with fo puiffaunt pufli,

The wrathfull Beaft about him turned light,
**

And him fo rudely, paffmg by, did brufh

With his long tayle, that horfe and man to

ground did rurti.

XVII.

Both horfe and man up lightly rofe againe.

And frelh encounter towardes him addreft :

But th' ydle ftroke yet backe recoyld in vaine,

And found no place his deadly point to reft.

'. Exceeding rage enflam'd the furious Beaft,

XV. 8. That made Sec] The fecond and fubfequent folio

very rightly include this line in a parenthelis, as Mr, Church
has remarked. Tonion's edition of 1758 has attended to this

diltindiou; Mr. Upton has negleded it. Todd.
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To be avenged of fo great defpight ;

For never felt bis imperceable breil

So wondrous force from hand of bving wigbt J

Yet bad be prov'd tbe powre of many a puif-

fant Knigbt;
XVIII.

Tbeh, witb bis waving wings difplayed wjde,
Himfelfe up bigb be bfted from the ground,
And with ftrong flight did forcibly divyde
Tbe yielding ayre, which nigh too feeble

found

Her flitting parts, and element unfound,

To beare fo great a weight : He, cutting way
With bis broad fayles, about him Ibared

round ;

At lafl, low ftouping with unweldy fway,

Snatcht up both borle and man, to beare them

quite away.
XIX.

Long be them bore above the fubjeft plaine,

So far as ewghen bow a ibaft may fend ;

Till ftruggling flrong did him at latl con-

flraine

XVII. 9. Yet &c.] See C. vii. ft. i5. Church.
XVIII. 8. Jioupuig] A term in firlconry,

when a hawk, being upon her wings, bends down violently to

ftrike the fowl. Kcrfcy. Church.
XIX. 1. //;e fubjed plaine,] "Y\\e plain

lenialh them. So Milton, Par. L. B. xii. 040.
" and down the clitl" as faft

« 1:0 the fubjeaedi)lainr Todd.
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To let them downe before his flightes end :

As hagard hauke, prefuming to contend

With hardy fowle above his hable might,

His wearie pounces all in vaine doth fpend

To trufle the pray too heavy for his flight ;

Which, comming down to ground, does free it-

felfe by fight.

XX.

He fo diffeized of his gryping grofle,

The Knight his thrillant fpeare again allayd

In his bras-plated body to embofie,

And three mens llren2:th unto the ftroake he

layd ;

Wherewith the ftiffebeame quaked, as affrayd ,

And glauncing from his fcaly necke did

glyde
Clofe under his left wing, then broad dif-

playd :

XIX. 5. —— hagard fiauhe,] A wild hawk. Cnuncrr.
XIX. 6. hable might,] His proper llrength.

So the Latin word kabilis fignifies. Church.
XX. 1. He fo diffeized] DifpoJJ'eJ'ed. A law term. See

Cragiii Jus Feudale, Lips. 171 6. G/oJJ'. p. 8.
"
Difqfinam fa-

cere, Safinam rumpere, aut pofleffionem impedire : Dijhfire,
eft ex Safina ejicere." Cotgrave tranflates dijj'eifcd deffaifi, de-

vefti, delempare, &c. Todd.
XX. 3. to embofle,] Enclofe. This word

appears to have been formerly the fame as emhox, to Jliut or

clofe up as in a box. See Cotgrave's Fr. Did;. Imboxed, emboite,
emboifte. And alfo V. Emboifier. The fenfe therefore, is,

The Knight endeavoured to fheath, or lodge, his fpear in the

Dragon's body. Todd.

VOL. III. M
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The percing fteele there wrought a wound
full wyde,

That with the uncouth fmart the Monfter

lowdlj crjde.
XXI.

He crjde, as raging feas are wont to rore,

When wintry ftorme his wrathful wreck does

threat ;

The rolling billowes beate the ragged fliore.

As they the earth would ilioulder from her

feat;

And greedy gulfe does gape, as he would eat

His neighbour element in his revenge :

Then gin the bluftring brethren boldly threat

To move the world from offhis fledfaft henge,

And boyftrous battaile make, each other to

avenge.
XXII.

The {{eely head ftuck faft ftill in his flefli,

XX. g. That with the uncouth /?««r^] The umifual fmart,

hitherto unknuKU to him. Cuth, as JNIr. Upton obl'erves from

Verftegan, is /iitoxvn, acquainted, familiar ; as, on the contrary,
uncuuth is unknovju. The word is Saxon, and often occurs in

our old poets. It is alfo generally accented on the firft fyllable.

Thus in Sidney's Arcadia:
" An uncouth love, which nature hateth moft."

And in Browne's Brit. Faft. \6\6. B. i. p. 48.
" An uncouth place fit for an uncouth mind."

JNIiltou repeatedly thus accents the word. 'J'odd.

XX J. 1. He cryde, as raging feas are xcont to rore, &c.]

Spenler compares the bellowing of this monller to the roaring
of the leas. See Homer, //. |. 3^)4, p

. 2(>3, Virgil, Georg.is,
'iir2, Hud Ariofto, 0/7. I'ur. C. x.x.x. 60. UPTOisr.
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Till with his cruell clawes he fnatcht the

wood,

And quite afunder broke: Forth flov.'ed frefii

A guihing river of blacke gory blood,

That drowned all the land, whereon he ftood ;

The Itreame thereof would drive a water-mill:

Trebly augmented was his furious mood

With bitter ience of his deepe rooted ill.

That flames of fire he threw forth from his large

nofe thrill.

XXIII.

His hideous tayle then hurled he about,

And therewith all enwrapt the nimble thyes

Of his froth-fomy fteed, whofe courage (lout

Striving to loofe the knott that fail him tyes,

Hmifelfe in ftreighterbandes toorafli implyes,

That to the ground he is perforce conftraynd

To throw his ryder ; who can quickly ryfe

XXII. 8. deepe rooted ill,] That is, the

fpear-head which Jtill remained in Ids body. Ciiuuch.
XXIII. 3. Vihofe courage jlout

Striving to loofe the knott that faji him tyes,

Himfelfe in Jireighter bandes too rajh implyes,]
Our poet has plainly Virgil in view, in his famous defcription

of the ferpents and Laocoon :

" lUe fimul manibus tendit divellere nodos."—
"

Coipora natorum ferpens amplexus uterque
"

Implicat."
—

You have the very word implyes,
" Sefe implicat/' himfelf im-

plies ; Ital. implicare, to entangle. Upton.
XXIII. 7. who can quickly ryfe] That is, pre-

fently arofe. Can for gan, or began. Church.

M 2
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From offthe earth, with durty blood diftaynd,
For that reprochfuU fall right fowly he difdaynd ;

XXIV.

And fercelvtooke his trenchand blade in hand.

With which he ftroke fo furious and fo fell.

That nothing feemd the puiflaunce could

withlland :

Upon his creft the hardned yron fell ;

But his more hardned creft was armd fo well,

That deeper dint therein it would not make ;

Yet fo extremely did the buffe him quell.

That from thenceforth he fliund the like to

take,

But, when he faw them come, he did them ftill

forfake.

XXV.

The Knight was wroth to fee his ftroke beguyld,
And fmot againe with more outrageous might;
But backe againe the fparcling fteele recoyld,

And left not any marke where it did light,

As if in adamant rocke it had beene pight.

The Beaft, impatient of his fmarting wound

And of fo fierce and forcible defpight,

XXIV. 1. his trenchand blade] See before. F.

Q. i. i, 17. This is the ulual Iword of romance. So, in

Huon de Bordeaux, edit. Rouen, f. d. fol. 268. a.
" L' efpce

trencliantc." Todd,
XXIV. 0". That deeper dint] That is,

" a deep dint." The
comparative ufed for the pofitive. See alfo F. Q. ii. iv. 8.

'' Rut overthrew himfelfe uawares, and loxoer lay:"
That is,

" Jav ion:." Church.
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Thought with his winges to ftye above the

ground ;

But his late wounded wino; unferviceable found.o
XXVI.

Then, full of grief and anguilh vehement,

He lowdlj brayd, that like was never heard ;

And from his wide devouring oven fent

A flake of fire, that, flafliing
in his beard,

Him all amazd, and almoft made afeard :

The fcorching flame fore fwinged all his face,

And through his armour all his body feard,

That he could not endure fo cruell cace,

But thought his armes to leave, and helmet to

unlace.

XXVI I.

Not that great champion of the Antique world,

Whom famous poetesverfefomuch doth vaunt,

And hath for twelve huge labours high extold,

So many furies and fliarpe fits did haunt.

When him the poyfoned garment did en-

chaunt,

XXV. 8. to ftye] 'Yofoar, to afcend. See

the note onjiy," F. Q. ii. vii. 46". T. Warton,
XXVI. 6. fwinged] Forfinged, orfindged.

Spenfer's own editions read fwinged: the folios and Hughes,

finged. Elfwhere Spenfer writes what for hot. Church.
XXVI. 9, But thought his armes to leave, kc] This was a

wrong thought of our Chriftian Knight to think of leaving his

celellial panoply; fee too ft. 28. His vidory is therefore for a

while poftponed. Upton.
XXVII. 5. When him the poyfoned gar7nent did enchaiint,

With Centaures blood and bloody verj'es chaimd;']

This garment was fent to Hercules by Dciunira, as a philtrumy

M 3
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With Centaiires blood and bloody verfcs

charmd ;

Ai§ did this Knigbt twelve thoufaDd dolours

daunt,

Whom fjrie fteele now burnt, that erft him

armd ;

That erft him goodly armd, now moft of aJl him

harmd.
XXVIII.

Faynt, wearie, fore, emboyled, grieved, brent,

With heat, toyle, wounds, armes, fmart, and

inward fire,

6r love-charm ;
and given to her as fuchj b}? NeflTus, when

dyiag ; therefore he fays, with bloodij verfes channd. See Ovid,
Mi^t. ix. i 53. The finale feems to be taken from Statius,
T/icb. xi. 23 1-. Uptok.
XXVIII. 1. Fay/it, tvearie, fore, emboyled,] Mr. Upton

propofes to read enibrqi/led ; but furely einboyled is more appli-
cable to the I'ubfiantive with which it agrees ; emboyled with

iirmes ; full of wounds and fores, in confequence of his armour

being heated by the fiery breath of the dragon, and being now
converted, as the poet relates in the preceding ftanza, into

bunmigfttele. Todd.
XXVni. 2. With heat^ toyle, uounds, &c.] Faint with heat,

xccfirie with toyle, fore with wounds, emboyled with armes, grieved

\vhhf7nart, and brent with inwardJire. Fairfax has thefe kind

of anfwering or parallel verfes, C. ii. 93.
" ThMS /aire, rich, ^fjiarpe ; to fee, to have, to feele."

Could you think that Milton would have introduced thefe,

puerilities lliall I call them, in his divine poem }

^

"
air, wafer, earth,

"
By fov.'l, fifli, beaft, wasJlown, Wcisjwvn/, was walk'd—"

They are culled, xerfus paralleli, corrclalivi, corrcfpondentes, &c.
'Tis tirefome to give many inftances of what, once mentioned,
is foon recollefted, and known. But I cannot pafs over the

following, where Cicero thus fpeaks;
" Defendi, tenui, vetui : face, c£Ede, timore :

"
Civis, dux, conful : tecta., lares, Latium." Upton,



CANTO XT. THE FAERIE QUEENE. 167

That never man fuch mifchiefes did torment;

Death better were ; death did he oft defire ;

But death will never come, when needes re-

quire.

Whom fo difmayd when that his foe beheld,

He caft to fufFer him no more refpire.

But gan his fturdy fterne about to weld,

And him fo ftrongly ftroke, that to the ground
him feld.

XXIX.

It fortuned, (as fayre it then befell,)

Behynd his backe, unweeting where he flood,

- Of auncient time there was a fpringing Well,

From which faft trickled forth a iilver flood.

Full of great vertues, and for med'cine good :

Whylome, before that curfed Dragon got
That happy land, and all with innocent blood

Defyld thofe facred waves, it rightly hot

The Well of Life ; ne yet his vertues had forgot :

XXX.

For unto life the dead it could reflore,

XXVIII. 8. hisjlurdy fterne] Tail. So Chapman,
in his Ca-far and Vompcy, 1607, of a lion enraged :

" And then his fides he fwino;es with his fterne." Todd.
XXIX. 8. it rightly hot] Was named, called.

So Gower, fol. xii.
" There was a duke, and he was /wtte

Mundus." So below, beJiott, ft. 38. Upton.
XXIX. 9. The Well of Life ;] This Well of Life, and after-

wards the Tree of Life, are imaged from l\cv. xxii. 1, 2. Upton.
But there is an allulion alio to the Well inBcvis of Hampton.

See the Prelim. Elfay on Speni'er's Imitations from old llo-

naances, Todd.
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And guilt of finfull crimes cleane vvafh away ;

Thofe, that with licknefle were infefted fore,

It could recure; and aged long decay
Renew, as one were borne that very day.
Both Silo this, and lordan, did excell,

And th' Engliili Bath, and eke the German

Spau ;

Ne can Cephife, nor Hebrus, match this

Well :

Into the fame the Knight back overthrowen

fell.

XXX. 6. Bath Silo this, a7id lordan, did excell,
Ne cffw Cephife, nor Hebrus, Jiiatch this Well:]

Silo, or Siloam, is mentioned in John ix. 7,
" Go wa(h in the

pool oi Siloam." Sandys, in his Trarels, p. ig?, fays that the

pilgrims wafli themlelvf s in the river Jordan, efteeming it

fovereign for fundry difeafes. Cephife is a river in Boetia:

KaMtpVSpc;?, is its epithet in a hymn to Apollo, attributed to
Homtr ; and, in the Medea of Euripides, KaAXi»i:o«. Hebrus is

a river of 'J brace, into which the head of Orpheus was thrown
by the Bacchanalians, Virg. Georg. iv. 524, Ovid. Met. xi.

50, and Milton in Lycidas :

" His goary vifage down the ftream was fent," Down the fwift Hebrus to the Lefbiau ihore."
Milton was mifled by a faulty reading in Virgil to give the
nver Hebrus the epithet ofjwijt: for fo far is it from being
fuij't, that 'tis a quiet flowing iiream. All the printed copies,
'tis true, read, /£'/?. i. 317.

"
Volucrewque fuga praevertitur Hclmm."

But Servius upon this very epithet fays,
"
Falfum el>, nam eft

quictiffmus etiain cum per hiemem crefcit." Befide, for an
Amazon to outftrip a river, (fuppofing it fwift,) is no extraor-

dinary inftance of fwifuiefs ; but to outftrip the wind is the

poet's exprcllion :

"
rr;A/c;rwy?/e fuga prsevertitur £?//w???."

This moll elegant correc'tion was made by Janus Rutgerfius in
his obfervatious upon Horace, C. vi ; and afterwards tacitly
adopted by Huetius. But to return from our fhort digrefiion ;
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XXXI.

Now gan the golden Phoebus for to fteepe

His fierie face in billowes of the weft,

And his faint fteedes watred in ocean deepe,

AVhiles from their iournall labours they did

reft;

AVhen that infernall Monfter, having keft

His wearie Foe into that living Well,

Can hiah advaunce his broad difcoloured

breft

Spenfer mentions Hebrus for the purity of its ftream. See Hor.

L. i. Epiil. xvi. ver. 13. Upton.
As JMr. Warton has made the fame objedtion to Milton's

*'

fu'ift Hebrus ;" it may not be improper here to fhow, that

the great poet was probably not mifled by the faulty reading
above mentioned; but that, on the contrary, he was influ-

enced, in the introdudion both of his imagery and expreffion,

by an author familiar to him. See a copy of hexameter verfes

in Davifon's Poetical Rapfodie, edit. l6"ll. p. l64.
" As when Calliope's dearfonne, fweete harmony finging,
** Vnto the true confent of his harpe-ftrings tuned in order,
"

-Saji/if-flowing Hebrus ftaid all his ftreames in a wonder."

I difcovered this vindication, fuch as it is, of Milton, fince I

publilhed the edition of his poems in 1801 ; and I embrace

this opportunity of refcuing him from the cenfure, under which

he has long lain, of two eminent criticks. Todd.
XXXI. 4. their iournall labours] Their daily

labours. Yv. journal. The Italians ufe the adverb giornalmente

for daily. Chaucer employs journe for a day's xcork, Rom. R.

576". edit. Urr,
" For whan (he kempt was feteoufly,
" And well araied and richily,
" Than had ihe doen all herjourne ;

" For mery and well begon was fhe."

And Shakfpeare has Spenfer's adjedive, Meaf.for Meaf. A. iv.

S iii.

" Ere twice the fun hath made h\?. journal greeting
*' To the under generation." Todd.
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Above his wonted pitch, with countenance fell.

And clapt his yron wings, as victor he did dwell.

XXXII.

Which when his peniive Lady faw from farre,

Great woe and forrow did her ioule alTay,

As weening that the fad end of the warre ;

And gan to Higheft God entirely pray
That feared chaunce from her to turne away:

With folded hands, and knees full lowly bent,

All night ihe watcht; ne once adowne would

lay

Her dainty limbs in her fad dreriment.

But praying ilill did wake, and waking did

lament.
XXXIII.

The morrow next gan earely to appeare.

That Titan rofe to runne his daily race ;

XXXI. 9. as Tu^or he did dwell.] As if he re-

wained viftor. Mr. Upton refers to Dxvell in Junius :

"
puto

duella Theotiicis olim ufurpatum pro morari, manere." See

alfo Bevis of Hampton :

" Bevis leapt on Arundell,
" He had no longer time to dwell." Todd,

XXXII. ]. his penjite Ladi/] So all the editions :

But, as the Dragon is laft fpoken of, I would fuppofe that

Spenfer gave,
" Which when the penfive Lady &ic," Church.

XXXII. 8. Her dainty limbs] This cxpreflion repeatedly
occurs in the Faerie Queene, and has been transferred by Milton

to his Lady in Comiis. The word dainty was often ufed for

elegant or beautiful. Wither copies Spenfer's combination in

his Mijlrefj'c of Philarete, l622. See alfo Sir H. Wotton's Short

Hijt. of William I.
" He was not of any delicate texture ; his

limbs were rather fturdy than daynty." And, in the tranflation

oi Amadis de Gaule, 1619. p. 94'.
" The prinrelVe, holding

downe her head, let fall wonderfull ftreames of teares downe
her daintic check.es.'" Todd,
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But earely, ere the morrow next gan reare

(Jut of the fea faire Titans deawy face,

Up rofe the gentle Virgin from her place,

And looked all about, if Ihe might fpy

Her loved Knight to move his manly pace :

For flie had great doubt of his fafety,

Since late llie faw him fall before his enimy.
XX XIV.

At laft flie faw, where he upftarted brave

Out of the Well wherein he drenched lay :

As eascle, frefli out of the ocean wave,

Where he hath lefte his plumes all hory gray,

And deckt himfelfe with fethers youthly gay,

Like eyas hauke up mounts unto the fkies.

His newly-budded pineons to affay.

And marveiles at himfelfe, fiil as he flies :

So new this new-borne Knight to battell new

did rife.

XXXV.

Whom when the damned Feend fo freih did fpy,

No wonder if he wondred at the fight,

XXXIV. 3. As eagle, freJJi out of the ocean •wave,'] See

Tfal. ciii. 5.
"
Thy youth is renewed like the eagle." The in-

terpreters tell us, that every ten years the eagle I'oars into the

fiery region, from thence plunges himielf into the fea, where,

molting his old feathers, he acquires new. To this opinion

Spenfer vifibly alludes. Upton.
XXXIV. 6". Like eyas hauke'] Unfledged, from the old

Englilh word ey, an egg. So, in his Hi/miie of Hear. Love ;

 
'' Ere flitting Time could wag his ej/as wings." Church.

,

XXXIV. .Q. .So «ea' this new-borne Knight to battell nexv did

rife.] Nciv-born, i. e. being as it were regenerated by baptifm

jn the well of life. Upton.
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And doubted whether his late enimy
It were, or other new fupphed Knight.
He now, to prove his late-renewed might,

High brandiihing his bright deaw-burning
blade,

Upon his crefted fcalp fo fore did fmite.

That to the fcull a yawning wound it made :

The deadly dint his dulled fences all difmaid.

XXXVI.

I wote not, whether the revenging fteele

AVere hardned with that holy water dew

Wherein he fell ; or Hiarper edge did feele ;

Or his baptized hands now greater grew ;

Or other fecret vertue did enfew ;

Els never could the force of fle(hly arme,

Ne molten mettall, in his blood embrew :

For, till that ilownd, could never wight him

harme

By fubtilty, nor
flight, nor might, nor mighty

charme.

xxxvif.

The cruell wound enraged him fo fore,

XXXV. 6. High brandijlting his bright deaw-burning W«c/f,]
In the next ftanza he interprets it,

"
his blade was hardned and

tempered with the holy water." The expreflion deaw-burning,
muft be read with fome liberality of interpretation; 'twas

burning bright with that holy dew in which it had been bap-
tized. Upton.
XXXVI. 6. Els never &c.] This is a flip of our poet's

memory. See ftanzas 20 and '22. Cii urcii.
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That loud he yelled for exceeding paine ;

As hundred ramping lions feemd to rore,

Whom ravenous hunger did thereto con-

ftraine.

Then gan he toiTe aloft his ftretched traine,

And therewith fcourge the buxome aire fo

fore,

That to his force to yielden it was faine ;

Ne ought his fturdy ftrokes might fland

afore,

That high trees overthrew, and rocks in peeces

tore :

XXXVIII.

The fame advauncing high above his head,

With {harpe intended (ling fo rude him fmott.

That to the earth him drove, as ftricken dead;

Ne livins: wight would have him life behott :

The mortall fling his angry needle fhott

XXXVII. 2. he yelled] So the folio of 1609,

and all the fubfequent editions, read. Spenfer's own editions

read yelded. Compare Chaucer's Cant. T. 15395, edit.

Tyrwhitt.
"
They yelleden as fends don in helle."

Whether this augmented preterperfed might be formerly pro-

nounced yelden, and fo influence Spenfer to give yelded, I am
unable to fay. The word in Chaucer, however, is corrupted

by Urry, who TQads yellin. Todd.
XXXVII. 6. the buxome aire] The buxom air,

that is, the yielding air, is a common phrale in our old poetry,
as I have obferved on the fame exprellion. Par. L. B. ii. 842.

See alfo the note on buxome, F. Q. iii. ii. 23, Todd.
XXXVIII. 2. ^intended] Stretched out. Lat.

intendo. Church.
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Quite throiio;h his fliield, and in his flioulde'& r

feafd,

Where fad it flucke, ne would thereout be

gott :

The griefe thereof him wondrous fore difeafd,

Ne might his ranchng paine with patience be

appeafd.
XXXIX.

But yet, more mindful! of his honour deare

Then of the grievous fmart which him did

wring,
From loathed foile he can him lightly reare,

And ftrove to loofe the far infixed (tmg :

AVhich when in vaine he tryde with Ilrug-

geling,

Inflam'd with wrath, his raging blade he hefte.

And ftrooke fo ftronglj, that the knotty firing

Of his huge taile he quite afonder clefte ;

Five ioints thereof he hewd, and but the flump
him lefte.

XL.

Hart cannot thinke, what outrage and what

cries,

Withfowleenfouldredfmoake andflafliing fire,

XXXIX. 4. .

fling:] In the fecond edi-

tion Jlring is brought up from the 7th hne, andjiing is carried

down in the room of it. This blunder is followed by the folios,

and by Hughes. See a like inftance, F. Q. iv. x. 23/ Church.
XL. 3. jntkfowle en{ou\dredf7noake] The fenfe is. To-

gether with fowle fmoake and flafliing fire {enjouldred) thrown

forth like thunder and lightning. Fr.fouldrot/er.
Church.
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The hell-bred Beaft threw forth unto thefkies,

That all was covered with darkneffe dire :

Then fraught with rancour, and engorged yre,

He caft at once him to avenge for all ;

And, gathering up himfelfe out of the mire

With his uneven wings, did fiercely fall

Upon his funne-bright lliield, and grypt it faft

withall.
XLI.

Much was the Man encombred with his hold,

In feare to lofe his weapon in his paw,

Ne will yett, how his talaunts to unfold ;

Nor harder was from Cerberus greedy iaw

To plucke a bone, then from his cruell claw

XL. 7.   out of the mire

With his uneven viings,'\
All the editions place a

comma after viire, and none after wings; which punduatioii

fpoils the fenfe. For " itnexen wing?," fee ft. 20 ; where one

wing is faid to be wounded, and was therefore lefs Ibong to

fupport him. Church.
XLI. 1. Much was the Man encombred] The Man., as in

Virgil, 2En. iv. 3.
" Multa viri virtus animo, &c."

So, in F. Q. ii. \ii. 37.
" And ugly Ihapes did nigh the Man

difmay." viz. Sir Guyon. So, in the beginning of Plato's Phcedu,

'o ANHP, viz. So( rates. And in Xenophon, Ci/r. Juab. L. i. 'o ^l

ANHP 7ro7<:>^i
f/iv a.^io<; (pi^o;,

S a.v
(p'i?\oq y,

viz. Cyrus. UtTON .

XLL 4. Nor harder wasfrom Cerberus greedie iaw

To plucke a bone, &c.] 'Tis a proverbial expref-

fion, intimating as a thing of the higheft hazard, to attempt to

wreft the club out of the hand of Hercules, or to pluck a bone

out of the greedy jaws of Cerberus : we ihould not therefore

read,
" For harder was, &c." but " Nor harder was"—i. e.

'tvvas ealier to pluck a bone, &c. And this obvious reading ^s

warranted by the folios. Upton.
Mr. Church alfo reads Nor, The editions of 1751 and

1758 follow the quartos, For. Todd.
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To reave by ftrength the griped gage away :

Thrife he allayd it from his foote to draw,
And thrife in vaine to draw it did aiHay ;

It booted nought to thinke to robbe him of his

pray.
XLII.

Tho, when he faw no power might prevaile.

His trufty fword he cald to his laft aid,

Wherewith he
fierfly did his foe afifaile,

And double blowes about him ftoutly laid,

That glauncing fire out of the yron plaid ;

As fparckles from the and vile ufe to fly,

When heavy hammers on the wedg are

fwaid ;

Therewith at laft he forft him to unty
One of his grafping feete, him to defend

thereby.
XLIII.

The other foote, faft fixed on his fhield,

Whenas no flrength nor ftroks mote him con-

flraine

To loofe, ne yet the warlike pledg to yield ;

He fmott thereat with all his might and

maine.

That nought fo wondrous puifTaunce might
fuflaine :

Upon the ioint the lucky fleele did light.

And made fuch way, that hewd it quite in

twaine ;
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The paw yett miiKed not his miniflit might,

But hong ftill on the fliield, as it at firft was

pight.
XLIV.

For griefe thereof and divelifli defpight,

From his infernall fournace fourth he threw

Huge flames, that dimmed all the hevens

light,

Enrold in dufkidi fmoke and brimftone blew :

As burning Aetna from his boyling ftew

Doth belch out flames, and rockes in peeces

broke J

XLIII. 8. his miniAit might,'] His dimi  

7>ifJ}cd might. Mi/ii/hed is ufed in our tranflation of the Bible.

See Exod. v, I9, Pfal. xii. 1. (Liturgy)
" The faithfull are

minijlied from among the children of men :" (Bib. Tr.)
" The

faithfull fail &c." See alfo Pfal. cvii. 39.
"

Again they are

minijlied," in both tranflations. Todd.
XLIV. 5. As burning Aetnafrom his boylivgjle-w

Doth belch outfames, &c.] In the fame man-
ner Satan, the old dragon, in Taflb, is compared to ^tna, C iv,

8. Both thefe poets had Virgil's defcription in view, Mn. iii.

571.
"

 — Sed horrificis juxta tonat iEtna ruinis,
*'

Interdumque atram prorumpit ad sethera nubeni,
" Turbine fumantem piceo & candente favilla ;

"
AttoUitque globos flammarum et fidera lambit :

" Interdum fcopulos avolfaque vifcera montis
"

Erigit erudans, &c."
The affefted nicety of Longinus feems difpleafed with thefe

kind of expreflions,
"

belching out flames and ragged ribs of

molten mountains, which heaven with horrour choke :
— attul-

litque globos fammarum et fidera lambit : fcopulos avolfaque vif-

cera inontis erigit erudans."—npo? sp^tion i^^^ilv' a rpaykxa, «W;«

va.^a.T^a.yui^at,, Longinus fed. iii. But neither Spenfer nor JMilton

feem much to have hearkened to Longinus ; See Pur. Lojl, B.

i. 670.

VOL. III. N
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And ragged ribs of mountaines molten new,

Envvrapt in coleblacke clowds and filthy

fmoke,

That al the land with flench, and lieven with

horror, choke.

XLV.

The heate whereof, and harmefull peftilence.

So fore him noyd, that forft him to retire

A little backeward for his bell defence.

To fave his body from the fcorching fire.

Which he from helliih entrailes did expire.

It chaunfl, (Eternall God that chaunce did

guide,)

As he recoiled backeward, in the mire

" There flood a hill not far, whofe griefly top
" Belc/i'd fire and rowling fmoke." Upton.

Spenfer and Milton had been authorifed by Phaer, in his

tranflation of the before cited pafiage of Virgil, ed. 135S.

Sign. H.
iij.

"
Sometyme, the rockes and mountains deepe entrayles,

afonder brail,
"

It belching bolkyth out—" Todd.
XLIV. 9. That al the land -with Jlench, &c.] Compare

ftanza the thirteenth of this canto. And fee Boccacio's Laber-

into d'Amove :
" Che ti diro adunque piu auanti del borgo di

mal pertuggio pofto tra due rileuati monti ? del quale alcuna

volta quando con tuoni grandiflimi, e quando fenza non altri-

menti, che di Mongibello fpira vn fumo Julfureo Ji J'ctidu, cji

fpiaceuole, che tutta la contrada d' ationia appuzza." Todd.
XLV. 2. noyd,] Annoyed, injured. Thus, in the

Hijl. of Sir Clyomon, 1599. ^ig"- ^^- '• L>-
" He fliall fuftaine no

not/." And in Bevis of Ilampton :

" In many waies he would him 7?oj/."

See alfo F. Q. i. x. 24. Todd.
XLV. 5. Which hefroinhclliJJi rnf)'ailes did exTpne.] Which

he (the dragon) did breath forth. Lut. expire. Ciiuucii.
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His nigh forwearied feeble feet did Aide,

And downe he fell, Nviih dread of Ihame fore

terrifide.

XLVI.

There grew a goodly Tree him faire befide,

Loaden with fruit and apples roiy redd,

As they in pure vermilion had been dide,

Whereof great vertues over all were redd :

For happy life to all which thereon fedd,

And life eke everlafting did befall :

Great God it planted in that bleffed fledd

With his Almighty hand, and did it call

The Tree of Life, the crime of our iirft Fathers

fall.

XLVI. 1. There grew a goodly Tree] See Rev. ii, 7, and
xxii. 2. As Spenl'er keeps nearly to Scripture, and preferves
all along his allegory : lb likewile, as far forth as his fubjetl

allows, he lofes not fight altogether of the legendary Hiftory
of St. George ;

of whom 'tis related that the Dragon afl'aulted

our Knight fo furioufly, that both man and horie came to the

ground fore bruifed.—That it happened a tree grew near the

place, where the fight was, of fuch precious virtue, that no
venomous worm durft approach its branches.—That under this

tree, and with its goodly fruit our hero refreihed himfelf

awhile, and then returned more vigorous to the battle.

Uptoj.".

XLVI. g. the crime] Why does he call the

Tree of Life,
" the crime of our firll Fathers fall ?" Jortin.

By a kind of metonymy, that is applied to the Tree of Life

•which belongs to Man; and it means that Tree, which was made
criminal for us to prefume to reach ; which was prohibited to

us, through the crime of Adam. Upton.
Crime here is not to be underftood for fault ; but fignifies,

as the Latin word crimen does, reproach. And fo I think

Spenfer ufes it, F. Q. i. vi. 13, ii. vii. 4.5, and again, vi. ix. 46.
" Without crime or blameful blot :" Where he means to fay,

N a
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XLVII.

In all the world like was not to be fownd,
Save in that foile, where all good things did

grow,
And freely fprong out of the fruitfull grownd,
As incorrupted Nature did them fow.

Till that dredd Dragon all did overthrow.

Another hke faire Tree eke grew thereby,
Whereof whofo did eat, eftfoones did know
Both good and ill : O mournfull memory !

That Tree through one Mans fault hath doen

us all to dy !

XLVIII.

From that firft Tree forth flowd, as from a well,

A trickling ftreame of balme, moft foveraine

And dainty deare, which on the ground ftill

fell,

And overflowed all the fertile plaine,

the beliaviour of Cilidore was irreproachable. Milton too, if I

nnltake not, ufes crime for reproach, in Par. L. B. ix. 1180.
 ^' but I rue

" That errour now, which is become my cm«e," And thou the accufer—"

Eve had juft before reproached Adam for giving her leave to

go from him. And again, B. x. 125. " Either to undergo
myfelf the total tnwe &c." So that the words, T/ie Tree of
Life, the crime, &c. have a very figniticant meaning. I'lie

Tree of Life, (of which our firll Father, had he continued
innocent, might have eaten, and lived,) was a reproach to him,
that is, might be faid to reproach him for eatmgof the forbidden
'J'ree of Knowledge, which proved fatal to him. Church.

XLVII. 9. That Tree, through one Mans fault &c.] Here
he tells us, that the Tree of Knowledge occafioned the Fall of
Man

; in the preceding llanza, he had allirmed the fame of the
Trf^e of Life. T. Wartox.
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As it had deawed bene with timely raine :

Life and long health that gracious ointment

gave ;

And deadly wounds could heale ; and reare

againe
The fencelefle corfe appointed for the grave :

Into that fame he fell, which did from death

him fave.

XLIX.

For nigh thereto the ever-damned Beaft

Durft not approch, for he was deadly made,
' And al that life preferved did deteft ;

Yet he it oft adventured to invade.

By this the drouping Day-light gan to fade,

And yield his rowme to fad fucceeding Night,
Who with her fable mantle gan to Ihade

The face of earth and wayes of living wight,
And high her burning torch fet up in heaven

bright.
L.

When gentle Una faw the fecond fall

Of her deare Knight, who, weary of long fight

And faint through loffe of blood, moov'd not

at all.

But lay, as in a dreame of deepe delight,

Befmeard with pretious balme, whofe ver-

tuous might

XLIX. 2. For he nas deadlii made,'] Made for death, hell,

and deftrudion ; not for life, heaven, and happinefs. Upton.

N 3
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Did heale his woandes, and fcorchino- heat

alaj ;

Againe Ihe ftricken was with fore affn<yht,

And for his fafetie gan devoutly pray,
And watch the noyous night, and wait for

ioyous day.
LI.

The io^'ous da}^ gan early to appeare ;

And fayre Aurora from the deawy bed

Of aged Tithone gan herfelfe to reare

"With rofy cheekes, for fliame as bluiliing red :

Her golden locks, for haft, were loofely flied

About her eares, when Una her did marke

Clymbe to her charet, all with flowers fpred,

Prom heven high to chace the chearelefie

darke ;

With mery note her lowd falut.es the mounting
larke.

LI. 8. From heven high to chace the cheureleffe darke;
JFifk mcry note her hiod falutes the moiiniing larlce.l

This pirturelque and beautiful couplet had been read with
much attention by Milton. Accordingly, in his delicious Alle-

gro, the cock (the mefl'enger of morn)
"

fcatters the rear of
durknefs tliin," or, in Spenfer's wor<ls, chaces the chearelejje
darke ; and the lark " in fpite of forrow," that is, with merij

note, falutes the early-rifing poet. Drayton has thus prettily
introduced the bird in his Shepheards Garland, ed. 1593, p. 6^).

" The whiffling larke, y.'iiounted on her wings," To the gray morrow her good morrow fmgs." Todd.
LI. c). Jl itk mery note] In this fenfe, merry is ufed by

our tranflators of the Bible, James v. 13.
"

Is any among you
afflicted .? Let him pray. Is any merry ? Let him fmg plalms."
Where merry is oppoied to afflicted. CiiuacH.
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LII.

Then freflily up arofe the doughty Knight,
All healed of his hurts and woundes wide,

And did himfelfe to battaile ready dight ;

Whofe early Foe awaiting him befide

To have devourd, fo Ibone as day he fpyde,

When now he faw himfelfe fo frefhly reare.

As if late fight had nought him damnifyde.
He woxe difmaid, and gan his fate to feare ;

NathlefTe with wonted rage he him advaunced

neare ;

LIII.

And in his firft encounter, gaping wyde,
He thought attonce him to have fwallowd

quight,

And rudit upon him with outragious pryde ;

Who him rencounting fierce, as hauke in

flight,

Perforce rebutted back : The weapon bright,

Taking advantage of his open iaw,

Chaucer lias applied mcry to herh, as fignifying pleqfanf,
Cant. T. 14972. edit. Tyrwhitt. The expreffion 7tierri/ note was

probably common, as it is ul'ed in Amiens's long, in As yon
like it :

" Under the greenwood tree,
" Who loves 10 lie with me,
" And tune his merry note
" Unto the I'weet bird's throat—" Todd.

LIII. !2. He thought attonce him to have fwal/owd] Thus
the winged ferpent, in the Blac:k Caftle, attacks St. George,
"

pretending to have fwallowed whole this courageous war-

riour, kc." Seven Champions, B. i. C. 1. T. Wartox.

N 4
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Ran through his mouth with fo importune

might,
That deepe emperft his darkfom hollow maw.

And, back retyrd, his life blood forth withall

did draw.

Liv,

So downe he fell, and forth his life did breath,
That vanillit into fmoke and cloudes fwift ;

So downe he fell, that th' earth him under-

neath

Did grone, as feeble fo great load to lift ;

So downe he fell, as ari hu^e rocky clift,

LIII. 9. Aiid, back retyr'd,] And, when drawn out back

again. Fr. retirer. Church.
LJV. 1. So chmne he fell, &c.]

" So downe he fell,"—is
four times repeated that the dreadful image might be fixed in
the readers mind ; and not only tor this very good reafon, but
likewife becaufe the fame kind of repetition is made at the fall

of Babylon, of which this dragon is a type. Rev. xiv. 8."
Babylon is fallen, is fallen." See too Ifai. xxi. 9. Mijton,

in bis account pf the metamorphofis of the infernal fpirits into

ferpents, repeats thrice the fame word. Far. Loft, B. x. 540.
'—  " down their arms," Down fell both fpear and fliield ; down they as faft."

Upton.
This paffage of Spenfer is not, perhaps, without obligation

to Holy Writ. Compare the triumphant Song of Deborah and
Barak, Judges v. 26, 27.

" She hnote Sifera—At her feet he
bowed, he Jell, he lay down; at her feet he bowed, he fell\
where he bowed, there hefell down dead." Todd.

LIV. 2. fhqt vanifit into fmoke &c.] We meet with th^
fame cjrcumftance in Ilawes's Pafime of Pleafure. But it is
ufual in romance. T. Warton.

LIV. 5, .

(IS an huge rocky clift, drc] This fimile

priginally belongs to Homer ; but almoft all the poets have
Imitated it, with additions, or alterations, as their fubjed ret
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Whole falfe foundacion waves have waiht

away,

With dreadfull poyfe is from the mayneland

rift,
•

And, roUing downe, great Neptune dothdif-

may :

So downe he fell, and hke an heaped moun-

taine lay.
LV.

The Knight himfelfe even trembled at his fall,

So huge and horrible a maiTe it feemd ;

And his deare Lady, that beheld it all,

Durft not approch for dread which fhe mif-

deemd ;

But yet at laft, whenas the direfull Feend

She faw not Itirre, off-fliaking vaine affright

She nio'her drew, and faw that ioyous end :

Then God ihe prayfd, and thankt her faith-

full Knight,
That had atchievde fo great a conqueft by his

miaht.

quired. Our poet fays,
" Wilh dreadfull jioyfe," that is, force

or ueig/it. None of the editions read piijh, as Homer, Virgil,

and Milton, in their fimilitude, exprefs it. See Homer, IL v .

J37, Virg. Ml. xii. 6"85, Milton, Par. L. B. vi. 195. Upton.
L\'. 4. for dread which fie viifdeemd ;] That is,

file durll not approach, through fear, which fte mifconceived,

fhat the Knight had been opprefled by the fall of the Dragon.
Church.
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CANTO XIL

Fayre Una to the Redcroffe Knight
Betrouthed is with ioy :

Thoughfalfe Dueffa, it to barrCy

Herfalfejleightes doe imploy.

I.

BEHOLD I fee the haven nigh at hand,

To which I meane my wearie courfe to bend ;

Vere the maine fliete, and beare up with the

land,

The which afore is fayrly to be kend,

A nd feemethfafe from ftorms that may offend :

There this fayre Virgin wearie of her way
Muft landed bee, now at her iourneyes end ;

There eke my feeble barke a while may ftay,

Till mery wynd and weather call her thence

away.
n.

Scarfely had Phoebus in the glooming eaft

Yett harneffed his fyrie-footcd teeme,

1.9. Till mery wi/nd] See the notes on werj/, C. x. ft. 5K
Todd.

II. 2. his fyrie-footed tcefiie,] This epithet

Ovid gives to the horfes of the Sun, 3Ict. ii. oQ'i.
"

ignipediim vires expertus equorum."
And Statins calls Phoebus,

"
ignipcdum frenator equorum,"

T/ieb. i. 27. Upton.
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Ne reard above the earth his flaming creaft ;

When the laft deadly fmoke aloft did fteeme,

That iigne of laft oQtbreathed life did feeme

Unto the watchman on the caftle-wall,

Who thereby dead that balefuU Beaft did

deeme,

And to his Lord and Lady lowd gan call.

To tell how he had feene the Drasfons fatall fall.
"to'

III.

Uprofe with hafty ioy, and feeble fpeed,

That aged fyre, the Lord of all that land,

And looked forth, to weet if trew indeed

Thofe tydinges were, as he did underftand :

W hich whenas trew by tryall he out fond.

He badd to open wyde his brafen gate.

Which long time had beene fliut, and out of

bond

Proclaymed ioy and peace through all his

ftate ;

For dead now was their Foe, which them for-

rayed late.

IV.

Then gan triumphant trompets fownd on hyc,
That fent to heven the ecchoed report

Spenfer had before employed the epithet, in his Shep. Cal.

July, ver. 18.
" And now the fun hath reared up

" His FIERY-FOOTED teme."

Shakfpeare probably borrowed it from Spenfer ; for thus Juliet

fays, in llo?n. and Jul.
"

Gallop apace, ye^frj/^/bo^ec? fleeds !" Todd.
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Of their new icy, and happie vi6loiy

Gainfl him, that had them long opprefl with

tort,

And faft imprifoned in fieged fort.

Then all the people, as in folemne feaft,

To him affembled with one fall conf6rt,

Reioycing at the fall of that great Beall,

From whofe eternall bondage now they were

releail.

V.

Forth came that auncient Lord, aiid agedQueene,

Arayd in antique robes downe to the grownd.
And fad habiliments right well befeene :

A noble crew about them waited rownd

Of fage and fober peres, all gravely gownd ;

Whom far before did march a goodly band

IV. 4. tort,] Injury. Fr. Church.
IV. 9- From xckofe eternall bondage &c.] See Rev. xiv. 10,

and XX. 10. The conftrudion and meaning, however, may be,

From whofe bondage they were now eternally releafed : Eternall

for eternally. So Dante, Infern. C. iii.

" Dinanzi a me non fur cofe create,
" Se non eterne, ed io etenio duro." Todd.

V. 3. And fad habiliments] Again, in the twenty fecond ftanza,
"
fad wimple." See the note on the application oi fad to

drefs, F. Q. i. x. 7. Todd.
V. 5. all gravely gownd;] Goxoned was a

common word in Spenfer's time. See Barret's Did. 1580, V.

^^Goxmied: that weareth a gowne. Togati/s." Shakfpeare has

chofen toged to exprefs the fame thing, Othell. A. i. S. i.

" The toged confuls." Todd.
V. 6". a goodly band

Of tall young men,] It is remarkable that this paf-

fage fhould have efcaped the notice of Mr. Warton, when he

pointed out feveral poetical allulicns to the band of pen-
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Of tall young men, all liable armes to fownd,

But now they laurell braunches bore in hand ;

Glad figne of vidory and peace in all their land,

VI.

Unto that doughtie Conquerour they came,

SIGNERS in his note on Milton's I/. Pew/: ver. 9 ; efpecially,

as in one of his illuftrations, the employment of fuch officers

under the Faery Queen is not overlooked. See the Midf.

N. Dr. A. u. S. i.

*' The cowflips tall her pen/toners be."

This, fays Mr. Warton,
" was in confequence of Queen Elifa-

beth's fafhionable eftabliftiment of a band of military courtiers

by that name. They were feme of the handfomeft and talleft

young men, of the beft families and fortunes, that could be

found." Todd.
V. 7. all hahle armes to fownd,] It feeras

at firft fight to mean, all able to found to arms,
" yEre ciere viros, Martemque accendere cantu."

But though the words, at firft view, feem to claim this inter-

pretation, yet it has little or no fenfe here : for the poet fliould

liave faid, that there marched a band of young men, all able to

bear arms, but now they bore laurel branches : and this fenfe we

may arrive at with the words, as they now ftand, by inter-

preting,
— "

all hable arms to found," all able to make trial

of war and arms ;

" arma explorare," to found, as it were, the

depth of war. The metaphor may be bold, but the reader is

to confider what fetters our poet has put on, and that rhymes
niufl; be Ibund out at any rate : and as explorare fignifies both

to found, and to try, effay or prove : fo he may be allowed to

ufe to found, for to make a trial of or effay. IJpton.

Perhaps this rhyme upon compulfton (as Mr. Upton confiders

it) may aftbrd another meaning. Thefe young men, though
now clad in weeds of peace, were all fit for the bufinefs of

war, if their fervices ihould be required ; that is, poetically,

and with allufion to ancient cuftom, were, as Spenfer himfelf

fays,
" Redoubted battaile ready to darrayne,
" And clajh theirJhields

—"

Or, as Milton expreffes it. Par. L. B. i. 668,
" with grafped

arms to clafh
—on their %ovjadi-hg Jhields

—the din of war."

Todd.
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And, him before themfelves proftrating low.

Their Lord and Patrone loud did him pro-

clame,

And at his feet their lawrell boughes did

throw.

Soone after them, all dauncing on a row.

The comely virgins came, with girlands dight,

As frefti as flowres in medow greene doe grow.
When morning deaw upon their leaves doth

light ;

And in their handes fweet timbrells all upheld
on hight.

VII.

And, them before, the fry of children yong
Their wanton fportes and childifli mirth did

play,

And to the maydens fownding tymbrels fong

In well attuned notes a ioyous lay,

And made delightfull mufick all the way,

Untill they came, where that faire Virgin

flood :

VI. 2. Andy him before &c.] And proftrating themfelves

low before him. Church.
VI, 8. doth light;] All the editions

place a colon after light, and have no parenthefis. Church.
VII. 3. And to the maydens fownding tymbrels fong &c.]

The conftruftion is, And did fing in well attuned notes to the

founding tymbrels of the maydens. The fecond edition reads,

fung ; but this is not according to Spenfer's manner of fpelling,
which he makes agree with the correfponding rhyme.

Upton.
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As fayre Diana in frefh fommers day
Belioldes her nymphes enraung'd in ftiady

wood,

Some wreftle, fome do run, fome bathe in

chriftall flood ;

VIII.

So fhe beheld thofe mavdens meriment

With chearefuU vew ; who, when to her they

came,

Themfelves to ground with gracious humbleffe

bent,

And her ador'd by honorable name,

Lifting to heven her everlalling fame :

Then on her head they fett a girlond greene,

And crowned her twixt earned and twixtgame :

Who, in her felf-refemblance well befeene.

Did feeme, fuch as flie was, a goodly Maiden

Queene.
IX.

And after all the raflvall many ran,

Heaped together in rude rablement,

VIII. 3. humblefle] Humility. See
the note, F. Q. i. iii. 26. And fee ft. 25 of this canto. Todd.

IX. 1. And after all the ra(kall many] The rafcality, hi

tcToT^ot. Gall, racailk. Chaucer, Troil. and Cref. 185?.
" Of Jove, Apollo, Mars, and fuch rajkaile :"

That is, fuch a mob of deities. The mob here admire the

Knight, as from heaven fent., w? apawSsv xcx.Ta,Qa.i;, and gaze upon
him with gaping wonderment: Virg. xEn. vii. 812.

" Illam omnis teftis agrifque effufa juventus
*'

Turbaque miratur matrum, et profpedat euutem;
**

Attonitis inhians animis." Upton.
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To fee the face of that vidorioiis Man,
Whom all admired as from heaven fent,

And gaz'd upon with gaping wonderment.

But when they came where that dead Dragon
lay,

Stretcht on the ground in monflrous large

extent,

The fight with ydle feare did them difmay,
Ne durft approch him nigh, to touch, or once

afiay.

X.

Some feard, and fledd; fome feard, and well it

faynd ;

IX. 9. ^e durjl approch him nigh,"] An elleipfis. Ne durft

they approach him nigh. T. Warton,
X. 1. Somefeard, &c.] The mob gathering arcund the

dead Dragon, and difcourfmg of him, is humoroufly del'cribed,
and may be compared with Homer, 11. X' 370, where the

many thus crowd with admiration around the body of Hector,
and difcourfe of him when dead ; or with Virgil, Mn. viii. 260,
where the monfter Cacus is defcribed killed by Hercules.

Ovid, fpeaking of the Caledonian boar when killed, fays, almoft

in Spenfer's words, ne dvrji they approach him nigh, or ajfay
once to touch him, Met. viii. 482.

"
Immanemque ferum, multa tellure jacentem,

" Mirantes fpedant; neque adhuc contingere tutum
" Efle putant."

Compare F. Q. iv. vii. 32. If any fliould diflike thefe ftanzas,

he fliould in jufiice to our poet fuppofe, that he intended

them as a kind of relief, and by way of oppofition, to

thofe terrible images which he defcribes in the living Dragon.
And this mixture of the dreadful and the comick, the ferious

and the ridiculous, is much after the manner of Shakfpeare,
whofe genius feems in many refpefls to refemble Spenfer's.
In Macbeth particularly, you have a comick fcene introduced,
as a kind of relief, jult after the horrid murder of the king.

Upton.
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One, that would wifer feeme then all the reft,

Warnd him not touch, foryet perhaps remaynd
Some lingring life within his hollow breft,

Or in hiswombe might lurke fome hidden nefl

Of many dragonettes, his fruitfull feede i

Another faide-, that in his eyes did reft

Yet fparckling fyre, aild badd thereof take

heed ;

Another faid, he faw him move his eyes indeed.

XL

One mother, whenas her foolehardy chyld
Did come too neare, and with his talants play,

Halfedead through feare, her litle babe revyld.

And to her goffibs gan in counfell fay ;

" How can I tell, but that his talants may
Yet fcratch my fonne, or rend his tender

hand ?"

So diverfly themfelves in vaine they fray ;

Whiles fome more bold to meafure him nigh

ftand.

To prove how many acres he did fpred of land.

XI. 4. goffibs] Comperes, her friends. See Ray's
North country words, in neme and eame. So, in Mother Hub-
berds Tale :

"
Neighbour ape, and my gofftp eke befide."

Another ufe of the word is thus explained by Verrtegan, p. 223.
" Our Chriftian anceftors, underllanding a fpiritual affinity lo

grow between the parents, and fuch as undertooke for the

child at Baptifme, called each other by the name of Godjib,
which is as much as to fay, that they -were fib together, that is

of kin together through God. And the child, in like manner,
called fuch his God-fathers, or God-mothers." Churclh,

VOL. III. O



194- THE FAEHIE QUEENE, BOOK I.

xri.

Thus flocked all the folke him rownd about ;

The whiles that hoarie King, with all his

traine,

Being arrived where that Champion flout

After his Foes defeafaunce did remaine.

Him goodly greetes, and fayre does enter-

tayne
With princely gifts of yvory and gold,

And thoufand thankes him yeeldes for all his

paine.

Then when his Daughterdearehedoes behold.

Her dearely doth imbrace, and kiffeth manifold.

XIII.

And after to his pallace he them bringes,
With fljaumes, and trompets, and with clarions

fweet ;

And all the way the ioyous people finges,

And with their garments ftrowes the paved
ftreet ;

Whence mounting up, they tynd purveyaunce
meet

Of all, that royall princes court became ;

And all the floore was underneath their feet

XII. 6.  

gifts of yvory and gold,] Such prefents
as we read of in ancient authors : for our poet is all antique.
See Virg. J^n. iii. 4()-i.

" Dona dehinc auro gravia, fedoque
elephanto, See." Upton.

XIII. 4. And with their garments Jirowes the paved Jirect ;]
h) allufion to Matt. xxi. 8, Luke, xix. 35. Upton.
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Belpredd with coftly fcarlott of great name.

On which they lowly litt, and fitting purpofe

frame.

XIV.

What needes me tell their feaft and goodly guize,

In which was nothing riotous nor vaine ?

AVhat needes of dainty dillies to devize,

Of comely fervices, or courtly trayne ?

XIII. 8. fcarlott of great name,] Of gt-eat

celebrity. Mr. Upton refers to Horat. L. iii. Od. 9.
" Multi

Lydia numinis." But the phrafe leems to be, originally, Gre-

cian. See iElian, V. H. II. 13. nOAYya^^ Ivrii
Y.oiy-^a.~-<ii

ONOMA.
Hence the adjedive, •aoJyvaiwif.o^. Todd,

XIII. o. and Jitting purpofe frame. ^ That is,

their converfation was fuitable to the occafion of their meeting.
See the note on purpofe, F. Q. i. ii. 30. Church.
XIV, 1. What needes me tell their feaft &c.] Compare the

defcription of Florimel's wedding, F. Q, v. iii. 3. After this

indiredl, but comprehenfive, manner, Chaucer exprefles the

pomp of Cambufcan's feaft, Squ. Tale, v, 83.
" Of which fhall I tell all the array,
*' Then would it occupie a fommer's day;
" And eke it needeth not to devife
*' At every courfe the order of fervice.
"

I wol not tellen as now, of her ftrange fewes,
" Ne of her fwans, ne of her heron fewes.
" Eke in that land, as tellen knights old,
" There is fome meat that is full dainty hold,
*' That in this lond men retch of it but fmall :

" There is no man that may reporten all."

Thus alfo, when Lady Cuftance is married to the Sowdan of

Surrie, or Syria, Man of Larves T. 704-.
" What fhuld I tellen of the rialte
" Of that wedding ? or which courfe goth beforn ?

" Who bloweth in a trompe, or in a home r"

In thefe paflages it is very evident, that Chaucer intended ^
burlefque upon the tedious and elaborate defcriptions of I'uch

unimportant circumflances, lb frequent in books of chivalry.
T, ^VARTO-^f.

o2
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My narrow leaves cannot in them contayne
The large difcourfe of roiall princes Hate.

Yet was their manner then but bare and

playne ;

For th' antique world exceffe and pryde did

hate :

Such proud luxurious pompe is fwollen up but

late.

XV.

Then, when with meates and drinkes of every
kinde

Their fervent appetites they quenched had,

That auncient Lord gan fit occaiion finde.

Of ftraunge adventures, and of perils fad

Which in his travell him befallen had,

For to demaund of his renowmed gueft :

Who then with utt'rance grave, and coun-

t'nance fad.

From poynt to po3^nt, as is before expreft,

Difcourft his voyage long, according his re-

queft.

XV. 1. Then, when with meates and drinkes of every Jcinde

Theirfervent appetites they quenched had,^ See alfo

F. Q. iii. i. 52. There is a verfe of like fenfe in old Homer
often repeated, which fliowes him no enemy to cheerful enter-

tainments, and 'tis tranflated by Virgil, Taffb, Spenfer, Mil-

ton, «^C. AvTa^ ETTEi "aroo-io? xj IS'dt^o? f| tpov e»to, 11. ». 92. See
//. a. 467, €'. 432, V. 325, and other paflages. And Virgil,
Mn. viii. 184, Taflb, C. xi. 17, and Milton, Far. L. B. v. 451.

Upton.
XV. g. according his reqveji.'] That i",

granting his requeft. Todd.
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XVI.

Great pleafure, mixt with pittiful regard,

That godly King and Queene did paffionate,

Whyles they his pittifull adventures heard ;

That oft they did lament his luckleiTe ftate,

And often blame the too importune fate

Thatheapd on him fo many wrathfullwreakes;

(For never gentle Knight, as he of late.

So tofled was in fortunes cruell freakes
;)

And all the while fait teares bedeawd the hearers

cheaks.

XVII.

Then fayd that royall pere in fober wife ;

" Deare fonne, great beene the evils which

ye bore

From firft to laft in your late enterprife.

That I no'te, whether praife or pitty more :

For never living man, I weene, i'o fore

In fea of deadly daungers was diflreft :

XVI. 2. did paffionate.] That is, did

exprefs with affection. The French, and Italians, have pajfioner,

paj/onare : and I find it in a play attributed to Shaki'peare,
named Titus Andronicns :

"
Thy neice and I (poor creatures) want our hands,

" And cannot pajjionatc our tenfold grief
" With folded arms :"

That is, exprefs with pajjion. Upton.
XVI. 5. And often blame the too importune fate] The cruell

fate. See Ovid, Met. x. 634,
" Nee mihi conjngium^c/^fl importuna negarent."

Spenfer feems here to have had his eye on the introduction to

the ^Eneid. Upton.
XVII. 6". In i^a. of deadly daungers &c.] Some expreffioiis

in this ftanza are tranilated from the learned languages, as feu

o 3
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But fince now fafe ye feifed have the fhore,

And well arrived are, (High God be bleft
!)

Let us devize of eafe and everlalting reft/"

XVIII.
" Ah deareft Lord/' laid then that doughty

Knight,
" Of eafe or reft I may not yet devize ;

For by the faith, which I to armes have plight,
I bownden am ftreight after this emprize,
As that your Daughter can ye well advize,

Backe to retourne to that great Faery Queene,
And her to ferve fixe yeares in warlike ^yize,

Gainft that proud Paynim King that works

her teene :

Therefore I ought crave pardon, till I there

have beene/'

XIX.
*' L nhappy falls that hard neceffity,"

Quoth he,
" the troubler of my happy peace,

And vowed foe of my felicity ;

Ne I againft the fame can juftly preace.

of dQuvgers, y.'Kv'juv ko-kuv, Eurip. Med. 36'2 ; and ye feifed hav^
thefhore, as in Hor. L. i. Od. 14.

*'

occupare portum."
Upton.

No expreffions are more common in ancient EngliOi poetry,
than thefea of dangers, or of forrow, or ofjoy, or of pajjion ;

the waves of delight, and the waves of care &c. Todd.
XVIII. 8.  

:.
her teene :] Vexation, oi^

grief. So, in Sir Bevis of Hampton :

" When Sir Bevis faw the blood,
" For ire and teene he waxed wood."

And, in Fairfax, B, iii. 45.
" The angrie Pagan bit his lips for teene." Todd.
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But (ince that band ye cannot now releafe,

Nor doen undo, (for vowes may not be vayne,)

Soone as the terme of thofe fix yeares fhall

ceafe,

Ye then fliall hether backe retourne agayne,
The marriage to accomphfli vovvd betwixt you

twayn :

XX.
"
Which, for my part, I covet to performe.

In fort as through the world I did proclame,

That whofo kild that Monfter moft deforme,

And him in hardy battayle overcame.

Should have mine onely Daughter to his

Dame,
And of my kingdome heyre apparaunt bee :

Therefore fince now to thee perteynes the fame,

By dew defert of noble chevalree.

Both Daughter and eke Kingdome lo ! I yield

to thee.''

XXI.

Then forth he called that his Daughter fayre.

The faireft Un', his onely Daughter deare,

His onely Daughter and his onely hayre ;

Who forth proceeding with fad fober cheare,

XXI. 4. proceeding] So all the editions. I

would read proceeded^ and place a full point after cheare.

Church.
I prefer Spenfer's xawn pointing, as it conne»5ts proceeding

with the morning in the next line. Compare Sol. Sofig, vi. 10.
" Who is Ihe that looketh forth as the morniug ? Quae eft qu»

o 4
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A§ bright as doth the morning ftarre appcare
Out of the eaft, with flaming lockes bedight,

To tell that daM ning day is drawing neare,

And to the world doesbrins; lono;-wifliedliaht ;

So faire and freili that Lady Qiewd herfeife in

fight ;

XXII.

So faire and frefh, as freilieft flowre in May;
For (he had layd her mournefull itole ahde.

progreditur &c." as the old Latin tranflation reads ;

**

qute

vidttur, quae rideiidain J'e ft abet" as R. Stephens amends and

explains it. Compare alio Theocritus, Idyll, xviii. 26.

'r2AE Kcil a. ^Dvcix 'ET^vjoc ot;(pa.t>iiT v.. T. X. ToDD.
Ibid. xvith lad I'ober cheare,] With

grave and modcjl luiiiiti nance. See the notes on fad a-nd clieere,

F. Q. i. i. 2. Sober was a terni defcriptive of female grace.

Thus, in the Chron. Hijl. ofK. Lcir, lOOi, Cordelia is defcribed:
" She is fo nice, and fo deinure,

"
"60 fober, courteous, modeft, he."

And thus Milton, following his mafter Spenfer:
"

Come, penlive Nun, devout and pure,
"

Sober, Itedfait,* and demure." To Dp.
XXI. 5. As bright &c.] This comparifon is" frequent in

romance. See the note on didJhine as the morningfarre, F. Q.
i. ii. 3f). It feems to have been borrowed from the poets of

antiquity. See the preceding note. The far that tells that

dawning day is near, appears to have Taeen adopted, as Mr.

IJpton has remarked, from Ilom. Odyjf. v. gs.
Eur ar''?f tTTifia^i (puavraroi;, oj-i ^ocT^i^ae,

'S.Dyvxui a.y-fi'KKwv ^ccoi; H«? x. r. A. ToDD.
XXII. 2.  her mournefull ftole] Fr. Stok,

a long robe or garment, reaching to the ancles or heels, ac-

cording to Cotgrave. Milton's Melancholy is painted, how-

ever, with
" a fable 7?o/e of Cyprus lawn,

" Oier her decent fioulders drawn :"

And Spenfer thus defcribes Una's black ftole, F. Q. i. i. 4.

TOPD.
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And widow-like fad wimple throwne away.
Wherewith her heavenly beautie flie did hide,

Whiles on her wearie iourney ihe did ride ;

And on her now a garment (lie did weare

All hlly white, m ithoutten fpot or pride,

That ieemd like hike and iilver woven neare ;

But neither hike nor iilver therein did appeare.
XXIII.

The blazing brightnefle of her beauties beame,

XXII. 3. wimple] Fr. Gnimple. See the

note on umpled, F. Q. i. i. 4. It is generally ui'ed to denote

the linen plaited cloth, which nuns wear about their necks.

See Blount. In old French it is ufed for a hood. See the note

on Hiji. de Gerard Conite de Nevers, Paris edit. P. 2d. p. 40.
"

Giiituplc, bandeau ou cornette de femme. Borel protend

que le mot de gnimple vient du Latin vinaditm, parce qu'on en
lie la telle." Todd.

XXII. 7. ^/l lilly white, wifhovtteit fpot or pride,"] See
Kev. xix. 7.

" The marriage ot the Lamb is come, and his wife

hath made herfelf ready : and to her was granted, that (he

fhould be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white ; for the fine

linen is the righteoufncfs of Saints." This paffage plainly
alludes to the myftical union of Chrift and his Church; and
this too is the allegorical allufion of our poet. White uithout

fpot; lb the Church is to be arrayed ; and without pride; not
like the fcarlet whore Dueffa. See Sol. Song, iv. 7.

" Thou
art all fair, there is ?iu fpot in thee." Upton.

XXIII. 1. The blazing brightnef'e of her beauties beame, SiC.~\

Truth now appears in all her Ijrightnefs and beauty. But
there is a particular real'on when he mentions her beauteous

beame, and light of her funjhinv face ; for fo flie is defcribed

in lUv. xiii. 1.
" A woman clothed with the fun, &c."

Upton.
Compare the dcfcription of Fidelia, F. Q. i. x. 12. Petrarch,

I (hould obfcrve, has clothed the Virgin iMary with the fun, in

his Canzone addreii'ed to lior
; as Milton has alfo clad the

I'acred Power of Chaftity m'Comus. Petrarch has likewife

finely exprelfed the brightncfs of beauty s brain in a fmgle ex-

preilion. He is defcnbnig Laura. The whole palVage is inimi-

tably elegant. See Son. 6"i). Parte prima :
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And glorious light of her funfhyny face,

To tell, were as to ftrive againft the flreame :

My ragged rimes are all too rude and bace

Her heavenly lineaments for to enchace.

Ne wonder ; for her own deare loved Knight,
All were fhe daily with himfelfe in place.

Did wonder much at her celeftial fight :

Oft had he feene her faire, but never fo faire

dight.

XXIV.

So fairely dight when (lie in prefence came,
She to her Syre made humble reverence.

And bowed low, that her right well became.
And added grace unto her excellence :

Who with greatwifedome and grave eloquence

" Non era 1' andar fuo cofa mortale,
" Ma d' angelica forma; e le parole" Sonavan' altro che pur voce umana.

" Uno fpirto celefte, un vivofole
" Fu quel ch' io vidi —" Todd.

XXIII. 4. Mt/ ragged rimes] I certainly would read rugged,
that is, hard, rough ; for no authors fay, in this fenfe,

" verfus

lacerati, ragged verfes ;" but " verfus fcabri, duri," that is,

rugged, rough, rhymes.
" Nemo ex hoc viies putet veteres

poetas, quod verfus eorum fcabri nobis videntur," Macrob.
L. vi. C. 3.

" Verfus duros," Ilorat. Art. Poet. v. 44(). This
corrcdion is confirmed from F. Q. iii. ii. 3.

" My rhniies too

rude and rugged arre." Upton.
In the poet's Shep. Cal, alfo for November, we have " rimes

rugged and unkempt." Yet ftill we are not too haftily to dif-

card ragged. For thus Skelton, Spenfer's predeceflbr, in his

Bake of Colin Clout, Poems edit. 173^, p. J SO.
*' For though my rime be ragged,
" Tattered and iagged, &c." Todd.

XXIII. 7- All werejlie] Although Cne were. Church.
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Thus gan to fay
—But, eare he thus had fayd,

With flying fpeede, and feeming great pre-

tence,

Came runninjr in, much hke a man difmavd,

A Meifenger with letters, which his mefliage

layd.

XXV.

All in the open hall amazed flood

At fuddeinnefle of that unwary flght,

XXV. 1. j4ll in the open hall amazedJlood
At fuddeinncjj'e &c.] He leems to have copied

this furprife, occafioned in the hall by the i'udden and unex-

pected entrance of a meffenger, together with fome of the con-

comitant circumllances, from a limilar but more alarming fur-

prife in Chaucer, which happened at Cambufcau's annual birth-

day feltival, Sqii. Tale, v. 9^-
" And lb befell, that, after the third courfe,
" AVhjle that the king fat thus in his noblay,
*'

Herk'ning his minltrelis their thingis play,
" Beforn him at his bord deliciouily;
" In at the hall dore full fodeinly
" There came a knight upon a ftede of brafs ;

" And in his hond &c.
" And up he rideth to the hie bord

;

" In all the hall ne was there fpoke a word,
" For marveile of this knight, him to behold
" Full befily they waiten yong and old.
" This llraunge knight
" Salvid the king and quene, and lordis all,
"
By ordir, as they fittin in the hall, <!\:c.

" And after tliis, beforn the hie bord,
" He wiih a manly voice faide his meflage."

Thefe fudden entrances of ftrange and unexpected perfonages.
when fealU were magnificently celebrated in great halls, in tl.ie

ages of chivalry, feem to have been no uncommon incident;
either for diverfion of the guefts, or exhibiting complaints, or

encreafe of the foleinnity. Stow has recorded an inftance of

this fort, in his Surcpy of Londoii, p. 387- ed. 15,9.9- The
ceremony of our champion at the coronation, the only genuine
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And wondred at his breathleffe hafty mood :

But he for nought would flay his paffage

right,

Till fail before the King he did alight;

Where falling flat great humbleffe he did

make,

And kift the ground whereon his foot was

pight ;

Then to his handes that writt he did betake,

Which he difclofing, read thus, as the paper

fpake ;

xxvr.

* To thee, moft mighty King of Eden fayre,
' Her greeting fends in thefe fad lines addreft
' The wofull Daughter and forfaken Hey re

' Of that great Emperour of all the Weft;
' And bids thee be advized for the beft,
' Ere thou thy Daughter linck, in holy band
* Of wedlocke, to that new unknowen Gueft :

' For he already plighted his right hand
' Unto another love, and to another land.

remainder of chivalry fubfifting in modern times, is much in

the fpirit of this cuftom. T, Wakton.
XXV. 2.  

unwary] Unexpected, of

which they were not aware. Church.
XXV. 8.  he did betake,] Commit.

This appears to have been a common acceptation of betake.

See Barret's Did. 1580. " To betake, or committe. Trado.
I betake, committe, or bequeath, the matter to thee. Iftuc tibi

dedo negotii. Ter." Spenfer often uies the word in this fenle.

Todd.
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XXVII.

' To me fad Mayd, or rather AVidow fad,

* He was affyaunced long time before,

' And facred pledges he both gave, and had,

^ Falfe erraunt Knight, infamous, and for-

fwore !

* Witneffe the burning altars, which he fwore,
' And guilty heavens of his bold periury ;

* Which though he hath polluted oft of yore,
' Yet I to them for iudgement iuft doe

fly,
' And them coniure t' avenge this fliamefull

iniury !

XXVIII.

' Therefore fince mine he is, or free or bond,
' Or falfe or trew, or living or elfe dead,
'
Withhold, O foverayne Prince, your hally

bond
* From knitting league with him, Iyou aread ;

XXVII. 4. infamous, a7id for/wore .']
The ac-

cent falls on the fe.cond fyllable of infamous. This was ufual

in elder days. Thus Drummond, in his Urania :

" On this infamous llage of woe to die."

And Sylvefter, Du Bart. l621, p. 241.
"
By thine infdmous life's accurfed date."

See more inftances in the note on Milton's Ode Nativ. v. 12.
*'

Itf&mous blot." Todd.
XXVII. 5. WitneJJe the burning altars, which he fwore,] That

is, by which he fwore. Spenfer often omits the prepofition.

Virg. ^n. xii. 201.
"
Tango aras, mediofque ignes, et numina teftor." Upton.

XXVIII. 4.  I you aread ,1 I advife you.

So, in Sir Bevis of Hampton :

" The Lady anfwered him tho,
" From my gate I read thee goe." Todd,
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' Ne weene my right with ftrength adowne
to tread,

'

Through weakneffe ofmy widowhed or woe :

' For Truth is ftrong her
rightfull caufe to

plead,
' And ihall finde friends, ifneed requireth foe.

* So bids thee well to fare, thy neither friend

nor foe, Fidejfa:
XXIX.

When he thefe bitter byting w^ordes had red,

The tydings ftraunge did him abaftied make,
That ftill he fate long time aftoniflied,

As in great mufe, ne word to creature fpake.
At laft his folemn filence thus he brake.
With doubtfull eyes faft fixed on his Gueft;
" Redoubted Knight, that for myne only fake

Thy life and honor late adventurefi; ;

Let nought be hid from me, that ought to be

expreft.
XXX.

" What meane thefe bloody vowes and idle

threats.

Throwne out from womanifti impatient mynd .^

What hevens } what altars ? what enrasfed

heates.

Here heaped up with termes of love unkynd,

My confcience cleare with guilty bands w ould

bynd ?

High God be witnefTe. that I guitlefle ame !
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But if yoiirfelfe, Sir Knight, ye faulty fynd.

Or wrapped be in loves of former Dame,
With cryme doe not it cover, but difclofe the

fame/'
XXXI.

Towhom the Redcroffe Knight this anfwere fent ;

" My Lord, my King ; be nought hereat

difmayd,
Till well ye wote by grave intendiment,

What Woman, and wherefore, doth me up-

brayd
A¥ith breach of love and loialty betrayd.

It was in my mifhaps, as hitherward

I lately traveild, that unwares I ftrayd

Out of my way, through perils flraunge and

hard ;

That day (liould fails me ere I had them all

declard.
XXXII.

" There did I find, or rather I was fownd

Of this Me Woman that Fideffa hio-ht,

Fideffa hight the falfeft Dame on grownd,

XXXI, 9' That day Ihould &c.] Should is frequently ufed

for would by our poet and other writers of bis time, or before

him. See Hebr. ii. 32, and Cicer. Nat. Dear. iii. 32. " Dies

deficiat, fi velim numerare." Upton.
XXXII. 3. Fidej]a /tight thefalfejl Dame] I think that the

pointing fliould be altered, and that the words would have a

greater fpirit and energy if we thus read :

"
Fideffa hight ! theJalfefi dame —"

What, flie called Fideffa, the faithful ! the falfeft of woman-
kind—The repetition, Fideffa hight, carries with it a pathos
and indignation, Upton.
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Mbft falfe DuefTa, royall richly dight,

That eafy was t' inveigle weaker fight :

Who by her wicked arts and wiely fkill,

Too falfe and ftrong for earthly {kill or might,
Unwares me wrought unto her wicked will,

And to my foe betrayd, when leali I feared ill/^

XXXIII.

Then ftepped forth the goodly royall Mayd,
And, on the ground herfelfe proflrating low,

With fober countenance thus to him faj^d ;

" O pardon me, my foveraine Lord, to fliow

The fecret treafons, which of late I know

To have bene wrought bv that falfe Sorce-

reffe :

Shee, onely (lie, it is, that earft did throw

This gentle Knight into fo great diitrefle,

That death him did awaite in daily wretched-

neffe.

XXXIV.
" And now it feemes, that Hie fuborned hath

This crafty Meffenger with letters vaine,

XXXII. 4. royall richly dight,] Richly dight is

a frequent phrafe in our elder poetry, as I have ftiown in a note

on Milton's " windows richly dight," II. Penf. 159. Dight is

adorned, as in ft. 3, where Una is
"

fair dight." Todd.
XXXIV. 2. with letters vaine,] Vaine, that

is, idle letters. So corrected from the Errata of the firfl edi-

tion, which reads faine, and which is, I fliould think, what

Spenfer gave, as he uiesfaine (orfeign, in ft. 38, and in F. Q.
ii. i. 20 and 21. And perhaps he might here ufe it for faincd,

(dropping tlie laft letter for the fake of the rhyme,) that is,

falfed letters, as in F. Q. ii, i. i. Church.
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To worke new woe and unprovided fcath.

By breakins: of the band betwixt us twaine ;

AVherein llie ui'ed hath the pra6licke paine
Of this falfe Footman, clokt with iimplenefie,

Whome if ye pleafe for to difcover plaine,

Ye lliall him Archimago find, I ghefie,

The faheft man ahve ; who tries, fliali find no

leffe."

XXXV.

The King was greatly moved at her fpeach ;

And, all with iuddcin indignation fraight,

Bad on tliat Meffenger rude hands to reach.

Eftfoonesthe gard, which on his flate did wait,

Attacht that Faytor falfe, and bound him flrait:

Who feeming forely chaufTed at his band,
As chained beare whom cruell dogs doe bait,

The poet would hardly have direfted the alteration oifame
to raine, if he had intended the former word to exprels his

meaning here. I fubfcribe to the following remark of Mr.
Upton :

"
Spenfer, among the errours of the prefs, corretitcd

ii vaine, that is, falfe ; as ufed in Scripture." Todi>.
XXXIV. 3. unprovided fcath,] U/forrfeen

wifchief, as ]\lr. Church has obferved. Scat/i is huii, or damage.
Thus G. Douglas, p. 72, v. 23. fol. edit.

" How grete harme andjkaith, for evermair," That child has caught.
—"

See alfo GlolT. Urry's Chaucer, V. Scathe. Todd.
XXXIV. 4. By breahhig oi the band] Some editions, fince

Spenfer's, read "
By breaking of the band." But, as Mr.

Upton has obferved, there is rarely any diitin<^tion, in old

Englilh books, between o/' and off. Todd.
XXXIV. 5. • the pradicke paine] The prac-

tice and endeavour. Upton.
XXXV. 5. Faytor] Far/tor is a law-term : A ia~

gabond, idle fellow. Fr. I'aifard, Skhmtr. Church.

VOL. III. P
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With ydle force did faine ibem to withftand ;

And often femblaunce made to fcape out of

their hand.
XXXVI.

But they him layd full low in dungeon deepe,

And bound him hand and foote with yron
chains ;

And with continual watch did warelj keepe.

Who then would thinke, that by his fubtile

trains

Tie could efcape fowle death or deadly pains?

Thus, when that Princes wrath was pacifide,

lie gan renew the late forbidden bains,

And to the Knight his Daughter dear he

tyde

With facred rites and vowes for ever to abj'de.
xxxvii.

His owne two hands the holy knotts did knitt,

That none but death for ever can divide ;

His owne two hands, for fuch a turne mod fitt,

The houfiing lire did kindle and provide,

XXXVI. 1. Bid theij him hnjdfull lovyin dungeon decpc, li'c]

Compare licv. xx. 2—7, and F. Q. ii. i. 1. And 3011 will lt>e

how neceflary 'tis to prelerve the uUegory, that Archimago
ihould be loafed out of /its prifun : you will likewile fee, tlial

this poem ibiiot unconnccled; no cyclick or rhapfodical poem,
but that 'tis one and v/anij ; one poem of nianj/ parts ; and that

the ftory cannot end, till the Knights all return back to the

Fairy court, to give an account of themiblves to their Fairy

Q,uecn. Upton.
XXXVII. -i. The houfiing fire did Undle and provide.

And holy water thereon fprinckled tcide ;] He
alludes to the marriages of antiquity, \Yhich were folemnized,
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And holy water thereon fprinckled wide ;

At which the bufliy teade a groome did hght,

And iacred lamp in fecret chamber hide^

Where it ftiould not be quenched day nor night,
For feare of evil fates, but burnen ever bright^

facrameiito ignis et aqiice : The hnifling fire, i. e. facramental

iiie, or fire uled in that lacrament of marriage. Anglo-S.

hujrel, the Sacrament ; huy]-h\yce, the Communiun Cup. Goth,

huiifl, viftima, facri/iciti//!
. Chaucer ules the word frequent, as

to ben houjled, to receive the Sacrament. Shakfpeare, in

Hamlet, has vnhoufel'd, i. e. not having received the Sacra-

ment. Thefe two elements, fire and water, were ufed in mar-

riages ; but the confecrated or holy water was not fprinckled
on thefire, as Spenfer feems to fay ; but the water was iprinkled
on the bride: I wonder therefore Spenfer did not rather write,
" And holy water fprinckled on the bride." See Alex, ab

Alexand. L. ii. C. 5.
"

Stipulatione ergo fadta et fponfione ft-

cutA, ignem et aqiiam in limine appofitam uterque tangere jubt-

batur, qua etiam fwva nupta afpergitur : quafi eo foedere inex-

plicabili vinculo et mutuo nexu forent copulati. liasc enim
elementa funt primse naturae, quibus vita victufque communis

conftat, et quibus, qui extorres tib hominum coetu futuri funt,

interdici legibus folet." Compare Servius on Virg. JEn. iv. 10"7,

and on ^7i. xii. II9. AUufions are frequent to this ceremony.
See Ov. Art. Am. L. ii. 598, and Valer. Fl. L. viii. 245.

Upton.
XXXVII. 6. At which the bufliy teade a groome did light,

And facred lamp in fecret chamber hide, &c.}

Spenfer ufes here the Italian or Latin word, tccda : he fays

bujhy, becaufe made of a bundle of thorns : Alex, ab Alexand.

L. ii. C. V. " Tertius vero anteit qui facem accenfam prasfert,

tx fpina alba, qua prajlucente ad virum nupta deducitur."

Catull. in Nupt. Jul, et Manl. "
Spineam quate tedam." Ovid,

Fajt. ii. 558. "
Expedlet puros fpinea teda dies." There is

another reading, pinea teda: the bufiy teade, becaufe made of

fplitted pine, bundled together. Spenfer adds. And facred lampe
in fecret chamber hide ; here I believe he has a myftical meaning
of his own, for 'tis neither a Roman, Grecian, nor Jewish cuf-

tom, as far as I can find. But he feems to allude to the myf-

ticaLmeaning of the Wife Virgins' lamps in the parable, which,

like the typical fire in Levit. vi. 13,
"

fliall ever be burning

upon the altar of love; fliall never go out." Upton.

p 2
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XXXVIII.

Then gan they fprinckle all the pods -with whie,
 And made great feaft to folemnize that day :

They all perfumde with frankincenfe divine.

And precious odours fetcht from far away.
That all the houfe did fweat with great aray :

And all the while fweete muficke did apply
Her curious (kill the warbling notes to play,

To drive away the dull melancholy ;

The whiles one fung a fong of love and iollity,

XXXIX.

During the which there was an heavenly noife

XXXVIII. 1. Then gan they fprinckle all the pofts with wine,]
With wine, lays S})enier ; with oil, iky others.

" ISIos fuerat \\t

nubentes puellas, fimul quum veniffent ad limeii mariti, pojlcs,

autequani iiigrederentur, ornarent laneis viltis et olco ungerent :

et inde uxores didc^ funt, quafi unxores." Servius on Virg.
jEji. IV. 458. See Voflius, Etymol. vxor. Upton.
XXXVIII. 8. To drive awaij the dull meldvcholy i"]

The
fame verfe occurs, and upon tlie fame occafion, F. Q. i. v. 3.

T. Warton.
XXXVIII. 9.

 a fong of love kc] The epi-

thalamium, or bridal fong ;
of which fee an account in the

note on Spenfer's beautiful poem, entitled Epithalamion. Todd.
XXXIX. 1. During the xvhich there was a heavenly noife

Heard fownd &c.] Alluding, as Mr. Upton
obferves, to the fong fung at the marriage of the Lamb, Her,

xix. 6, 7- Noife is here ufed in the fame fenfe, as in Pfal.

xlvii. 5.
" God is gone up with a merry noife." See Mr. War-

ton's note on " melodious noife," in Milton's Ode at a Solemn

Mufick. In old French, it may be added, the word noife is to

be found in a good fenfo. Thus in the Bible Hiforiaux :

" Et jouglor y font grant noife."

See the note on Hijl. dc Gerard Comte de Nevcrs, Paris edit.

12mo. P. 'Jd. p. 101, where we are told that noifci'i often thus

ufed in the ancient romances. Todd.
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Heard fownd through all the pallace plea-

fantly,

Like as it had bene many an angels voice

Sino-ino; before th' Eternall Maieftv,

In their trinall triplicities on hye :

Yett wift no creature whence that hevenly
fvveet

Proceeded, yet each one felt fecretly

Ilimfelfe thereby refte of his fences meet,

And raviflied with rare impreffion in his fprite.
XL.

Great ioy was made that day of young and old.

And folemne feaft proclaymd throughout the

land,

That their exceeding merth may not be told :

Suffice it heare by fignes to underftand

The ufuall ioyes at knitting of loves band.

Thrife happy man the Knight himfelfe did

hold,

Pofifeffed of his Ladies hart and hand ;

And ever, when his eie did her behold,

His heart did feeme to melt in pleafures mani-

fold.

XXXIX. 5, In their trinall triplicities] See the note on
the poet's Hynme of Ileav. Love, ver. 64. Todd.
XXXIX. y. Ipriie.] So the firft anrl

fecond editions ; which Upton, Church, and Tonfon's edit, of

17.^8, follow. Some editions read fpreete or fprcet. Todd.
XL. 3. mtiy] Cart. See the note on

F. Q. i. vi. 39. Church.
XL. .9. liis /tart &c.] So the firft edition, and the edit.

1751. The fecond edition, the folios, and Hughes, read " Her

p 3
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XLI.

Her iojous prefence, and fvveet company,
In full content he there did long enioy ;

Ne wicked envy, ne vile gealofy,

His deare delights were liable to annoy :

Yet, fwimming in that fea of blisfull ioy,

He nought forgott how he whilome had

fvvorne,

In cafe he could that monftroiisBeaft deftroy,

Unto his Faery Queene backe to retourne;

The which he
fliortly did; and Una left to

niourne.

XLII.

Now, ftrike your failes, yee iolly mariners,

For we be come unto a quiet rode,

Where we mull land fome of our paffengers,

And light this weary veffell of her lode.

Here (he a while may make her fafe abode,

Till (he repaired have her tackles fpent,

Jicart." How material an alteration for the worfe tliis is, I

need not fay. The genuine reading reminds me of that tender

paiTage in Milton, Par. L. B. v. 11.
"

he, on his fide
"

Leaning half rais'd, wii/i looLs
oj'

cordial love
"
Hung over her enamour'd." Cijurcii.

Mr. Upton, and Tonfou's edition of 17o8, have alfo re;-

gdmitted the genuine reading. Todd.
XLII. 1. Now, Jirike j/our failes; &c.] Sec alfo the firft

flanza of this canto ; and Statius, T/teb. xii. 80,Q, Silv. IV. iv.

89; Virg. Georg. iv. 116'; Juv. Sat. i. 149; Sidonius, Car?)!.

xxiv. gg, EpiH. xvi, Carm. ii. 537 ; Ovid, Jrf. Am. i. 779^
iii. 784, Remcd. 811; Nemefian, Cyneget. 58. Prol'e-writcrs

ule the fame metaphor, Jortix.
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And wants fupplide; and then againe abroad

On the long voiage whereto ilie is bent :

Well may Ihe ipeede, and fairely fmifh her

intent !
*

.
•

* Our poet having brought his veffel into harbour, to refit

and repair ;
let us, hke travellers, talk over the wonders we

have feen, and the regions we have palled over of fable, niyl-

tery, and allegory.
However the wife, and the grave, may affect to defpife won-

derful tales; yet well related, with novelty and variety, they
work upon the heart by fecret charms and philters, and never

fail both to furprife and to delight. But delight and entertain-

ment are not all ; for a good poet fhoiild inltruct ; not in the

narration of particular facets, like an hiftorian; but in exhibiting
univerfal truths, as a philofopher : by lliowing the motives,

caufes, and fprings of aclion ; by bringing before your eyes
TiiuTii in her lovely form, and eriiouk in her loathfome and

filthy fliape ; deceit fhould be ftripped, and iiypdcrisv
laid open : and, while wonderful ftories and reprefentations of

vifionary images engage the fancy, the poet fliould all along
intend thefe only as initiations into the more facred myfteries
of niorals and religion.

Left you Ihould objeft to the probability of his ftories, the

poet names the time, when thefe wonders were performed, viz.

during the minority of Prince Arthur; and mentions the very
perfons who performed them ;

Prince Arthur, St. George, Sir

Satyrane, Archimago, &c. nay, he points out the very places,
wherein the adventures were achieved. If after fo circumftan-

tial a recital of time, place, and perfons, you will ftill not be-

lieve him, you mult be enrolled, I think, among the very mif-

creants; for as to his wonderful tales of enchantments, witches,

apparitions, &c. all this is eafily accounted for by fupernatural
afliflance.

This firft book bears a great refemblance to a tragedy, with

a cataftrophe not unfortunate. The RedcroH'e Knight and
Una appear together on the ftage ; nothing feeming to thwart
their happinefs ; but, by the plots and pains of Archimago,
they are feparated ; hence fufpicions and diftrefles : She with

difficulty efcapes from a lawlefs Sarazin and Satyrs, and he is

actually made a prifoner by a mercilcfs Giant: When unex-

peftedly Prince Arthur, like fome god in a machine, appears,
and releafes the Knight ; who becomes a new man, and with

new joy is contraded to his ever-faithful Una.

p 4j
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}{ we confider the perfons or charadt-rs in the drama, we
fliall find them all confident \vith themfelves, yet mafterly op-
poied and contrafted : The fimplicity and innocence of Una
may be let in oppofition to the flaunting falihood of the Scarlet

\Vhore : I'he pious Knight is diametrically oppofite to the im-

pious Sarazin : the lly hypocrite Archimago differs from the

fophift Delpair. And even in laudable charaiflers, if there is a

fameneis, yet too there is a difference ; as in the magnificence
of Prince Arthur, in the plainnefs of the Chriftian Knight, an4
ja the honed behaviour of Sir Satyranc.
Mow well adapted to their places are the paintings of the

various fcenes and decorations : Some appear horrible, as the

den of Error; Hell; the Giant; the cave of Defpair; the

Dragon, isic : others terrible and wonderful, as the magical cot-

tage of Archimago ; the plucking of the bloody bough ; the

Sarazin's fupernatural refcue and cure, &c : others are of the

paftoral kind, as the pleafing profpects of the woods, and diver-

jions of the wood-born people, with old Sylvanus ;
or magni-

ficent, as the defcription of Prince Arthur, and the folemnizing
of the contract of marriage between the Knight and Una.
The Icene lies chiefly in Fairy land, (though we have a view

of the iiouie of Morpheus, in the firft canto, and of hell in the

fifth,) and changes to the land of Eden, in the eleventh and
twelfth cantos.

Should we prefume to lift up the myfterious veil, wrought
with fuch fubtle art and ornament, as fometimes to feem utterly
to hide, fometimes lying fo tranfparent, as to be feen through;
fhould we take off, I fav, this fabulous covering; under it we

might difcover a moft ufeful moral : 'J'lic heaiifi/ of truth ; ihc

foulnefii of erroi/r ; Jli/ Jii/pocrifi/ ; the pride and cruelty of falfe

religion ; hoUiiel's completed in virtues ; and the church, if not in

its triumphant, yet in its triumphing, Jifite. Spenfer, in his letter

to Sir W. R., tells us his poem is a continued allegory: Where
therefore the moral allufion cannot be made apparent, we mud
feek (as I imagine) for an hillorical allufion ; and alwa3's we
muft look for more than meets the eye or ear; the words car-

rying one meaning with them, and the i'ecret fenfe another.

Uptou,



THE SECOND BOOK OF

THE FAERIE QUEENE

CONTAYNING

THE LEGEND OF SIR GUYON, OR OF TEMPERAUNCE.

I.

IvlGHT well I wote, mod mighty Soverainc,

That all this famous antique hiltory

Of fome th' aboundance of an jdle braine

Will iudged be, and painted forgery,

Rather then matter of iuft memory ;

Sith none that breatheth livino; aire doth know

Where is that happy land of Faery,

Which I fo much doe va.unt, yet no where

fliow ;

But vouch antiquities, which no body can know.
II.

But let that man with better fence advize.

That of the world leall part to us is red ;

And daily how through hardy enterprize

j\Iany great regions are difcovered,

W hich to late age were never mentioned.

AVho ever heard of th' Indian Peru ?

II. (). Jl'/io ever heard Sec] In the Gotbick ages, the ftorics

of inonfters, (h'agons, and ierpents, were received for feveral

reafons : 1. From the vulg;ir belief of enchantments : 2. From
their being reported on the faith of Ealtern tradition, by the
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Or who in venturous veffell meafured

The Amazon huge river, now found Irew ?

Or fruitfuUeft Virginia M'ho did ever vew ?

III.

Yet all thefe were, when no man did them know.

Yet have from ^ifeft ages hidden beene ;

And later times thinges more unknowne iliall

Ihow.

Why then fliould witleffe man fo much mif-

weene,

That nothing is, but that which he hath feene ?

What, if \\itliin the moones fajre iliining

fpheare.

What, if in every other ftarre unfeene

Of other worldes he happily fliould heare ?

He wonder would much more; yet fuch to fome

appeare.
IV.

Of Faery lond yet if he more inquyre,

By certein fignes, here fett in fondrie place,

He may it fynd ; ne let him then admyre,

adventurers into tlie Holy Land : 3. In ftill later times, from

theftraiige things told and believed, on the difcovery of the new
Tcorld. This lalt confideration we find here employed by

Spenl'er, to give an air of proliability to his Faery tales.

11 (J II D .

III, 1. ' when no man did the^n hww,'\ Either he

means, that fuch countries exifted, though they were for a

time not inhat/ited
; or, that they were inhabited, though the

Europeans for many ages knew it not. Church.
IV. 1. more] Greath/. The fenfe is,

If he is sreatly defirous to know what nlace is meant bv Fairv

liind. Ciit'KCii.
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But yield his fence to bee too blunt and bace,

That no'te without an hound fine footing trace.

And thou, O fayreft Princefle under iky,

In this fayre mirrhour maift behold thy face.

And thine owne realmes in loncl of Faery,

And in this antique ymage thy great aunccftry.
V.

The which O ! pardon me thus to enfold

In covert vele, and wrapt in fliadowes light, ,

That feeble eyes your glory may behold,

Which ells could not endure thofe beames

bright.

But would bee dazled with exceeding light.

O ! pardon, and vouchfafe with patient eare

The brave adventures of this Faery Knight,
The good Sir Guyon, gratioufly to heare ;

In whom great rule of Temp'raunce goodly doth

appeare.

IV. 6. And thou, fayreji FruiceJJc &c.] The reafon of

Spenl'er's prel'enting his Queen with this fair mirrour, is ex-

plained in the Prelim. Eliay on the Allegorical Cbarader of

tlie poem. Iodd.
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CANTO I.

GiiTjon, by Archimagc abusd,

The Rcdcrojje Knight aicaytxs ;

Fyudes Mordant and AmaviaJlaine
JVitJi Pkafures poifoned baytes.

I.

THAT conning Architeft of cancred guyle,

Whom Princes late difpleafure left in bands,

I. 1, Thai conning Archite^ of cavcred gvijle, Sec] Let any

reader conlider this ftanza with which our poet opens his iecond

book ; and particularly let him remember the hint given in

the fuft book,
" How he, St. George, the Redcrqfe Knight, had

Iworu unto his Faery Queene backe to retournc." He will

then perceive the connection of thefe books ; and that this

poem cannot have an end, until all the Knights have iiuiflicd

all their adventures ; and until all return to the court of the

Fairy Queen, together with Prince Arthur (the Briton Prince)

who is properly the hero of the poem ; and whofe chiet ad-

venture, viz. of his feeking, and at length finding, the Fairy

Queen, is what conneds the poem, and makes it a whole.—
Conlider likewife the common enemy is now loofed from his

bands : Archimago, the adverfary, the accufer, the deceiver,

is noxo gone out again to deceive :
—He is loofed out nf prijun.

— 

This is not faid by chance, meerly to lengthen out, or after a

botching manner to tack, his poem together ; but 'tis fcriptural,

and his allegory required it fo to be. See Rev. xx. 2, 3, &c.

Let me put the reader in mind of one thmg more, which is,

that the RedcrofTe Knight is now plain St. George ;
and that

he muft not look any longer for that high character fliadowed

in him, which he bore in fome adventures : He is ftill a holy,

godly, and a chriftian Knight. Upton.

Gregory Nazianzen, it may be obfervcd, denominates, in

his Tragedy of Chrijius Patiens, the old Dragon ay^uXo/AiTr?,

fraitdis artifex ; whence perhaps Spenfer's architect of gwjle,

applied to the fame deceiver, as Milton's artificer offraud alfo

is, Par. L. B. iv. 121. Todu.
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For failed letters, and fuborned wyle ;

Soone as the Redcrofle Knight he nnderftands

To beene departed out of Eden landes,

To ferve ao;aine his foveraine Elfin Queene ;:

His artes he moves, and out of caytives

handes

Himfelfe he frees by fecret meanes unfeene ;

His iliackles eniptie lefte, himfelfe efcaped

cleene ;

II.

And forth he fares, full of malicious mynd.
To w'orken mifchiefe, and avenging v.oe,

Whereever he that godly Knight may fynd,

His onely hart-fore and his onely foe ;

Sith Una now he algates muil forgoe,

Whom his victorious handes did earft reflore

To native crowne and kingdom late ygoe ;

Where (lie enioyes lure peace for evermore,

As wetherbeaten Hiip arryv'd on happie ihore.

I. 7- ont of caytives handes] Out of the

hands of cai/fiics. For cai/liven is the reading in Spcnfer's own
editions. The folios, however, read cai/tiic, which Mr. Church
has adopted, and wliich JNIr. Upton alio is inclined to prefer.
"

Caytrce hands," i. e. bafc hands, as JNIr, Church remarks.

Perhaps, however, the poet here intended caj/iivcs (or pcrfonSf

namely,
"

Thofc who him (Archimago) laid full low in dungeon
deep," F. Q. i. xii. oii. Hughes's lecond edition, the edit, of

I/"51, and 'I'oufoii's edit, of 1758, read caytives. Todd.
II. 4. His onely oic] Grcateji. See the note on F. Q.

i. vii. .50. Cii URCii.

II, 5. algates] Wholly, altogether. See
the note on a/gates, F. Q. ii. v. 37 • Todd.

11,7, -late ygoe;] Lately. CavRCH.



222 THE FAERIE QUEENE. BOOK II.

III.

Ilim therefore now the obie6l of his fpight

And deadly food he makes : him to offend

By forged treafon, or by open fight.

He feekes, of all his drifte the aymed end :

Thereto his fubtile engins he does bend,

His practick witt and his fayre fyled tonge.

With thoiifand other fleightes ; for well he

kend

His credit now in doubtfull ballaunce hone:
*

For hardly could bee hurt, who was already

ftong.

IV.

Still, as he went, he craftie dales did lay,

With cunning traynes him to entrap un-

wares,

And privy fpyals plaft in all his way.
To weete what courfe he takes, and how he

fares ;

III. 2. And deadly food] That is, feud. But food is

Spenler's own reading. See the notes on F. Q. i. viii. (). Mr.

Upton here leads Jeiide, following the example of the folios,

and other modern editions. Mr. Church reitores the original

fpelling. Todd.
III. 9. For /lardli/ could bee hurt,"] For hardly could he be

hurt, &c. Todd.
IV. I. ftales] Devices, tricks. See

the note on/tales, F. Q. vi. x. 3. Todd.
IV. 3. Jiid prirjj i])ydh] Efpictls, or Jpies. So, in Plicander,

the Maiden Kmglt't, 4to. bl. 1. Ch. 20."
" lie had, by fuch

fecret ej'pials as he procured, learned the truth of this noble

man." Again, Ch. 22. " We come, as fpyals, to \iew thy
foicc^. and to difcouer thein." Todd.
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To ketch him at a vauntage in his fnares.

But now fo wife and wary was the Knight

By tryall of his former harmes and cares,

That he defcryde, and ilionned ftill, his flight :

The fiili, that once was caught, new bayt Avil

hardly byte.
V.

Nath'leffe tli' Enchaunter would not fpare his

payne,.

In hope to win occafion to his will ;

AVhich when he long awaited had in vayne,

He chaungd his mynd from one to other ill :

For to ail good he enimy was ftill.

Upon the way him fortuned to meete,

Fayre marching underneath a fliady hill,

A goodly Knight, all armd in harnefie meete.

That from his head no place appeared to his

feete.

vi.

His carriage was full comely and upright ;

His countenance demure and temperate;

IV, 5. at a vaioitoge in /lisf/iares.] To have thft

odds of him, to catch him compldclt) in his inares. Fr. A
Vavantaoe. Todd.

JV. a. wife and xcarij'] In fome editions /a;//i^

has been fubftituted for v:ije ;
and in the fecond quarto, and

tirft folio, this and the following lino, as Mr. Church has re-

marked, have changed places. Ware, or wary and wife, is

Chaucer's combination. See the note on v:are, F. Q. i. vii. 1.

Todd.
V, s. all annd (Sec] That is, armed

i-apa-vcc. C 1 1 u i< c XI .
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But yett fo fterne and terrible in fight,

That cheard his triendes, and did his foes

amate :

He was an Elfin borne, of noble ftate

And mickle worfliip in his native land ;

AVell could he tourney, and in lifts debate.

And knighthood tooke of good Sir Iluons

hand,

When with king Oberon he came to Fary land.

VI. 3. But yettfo Jleriie and terrible in fight.
That cheard hisfriendes, and did hisfoes amafe ;] The

very fame pifture we have of Arthegall, who bears the pcrfua
of Juftice, F. Q. iii. ii. S-t.

" His manly face that did his foes agrize,
" And friends to terms of gentle truce entize."

And perhaps Spenfer had Xenophon's charader of Agefilaus
in view : ITpaoTaro; jj.iv <pihoK;, i'xfioo'.'t;

^t
(pofeEfiyTixTcf.

UptoN.
VI. 6. And mickle worlhip] Ilunour. The word is often

fo ufed by Spenfer. Thus in the llijl. of Kynge Arthur, inipr.

by T. Eart, B. 5. C. 6".
" How king Arthur fent for fyr

Gawaine and other to Lucyus, and how they were affailcd and

efcaped with worjhip." Todd.
VI. 8. And knighthood took of good Sir Iluons hand,

When with king Oberon he ca7ne to Fary land.] Mr.

Upton thinks that Sir Iluon de Paganis, founder of the Knights

Templars, is here intended by the poet. Mr. Warton merely
obferves that " there is a romance, called Sir Hi/on of Bor-

deaux, mentioned amo ig other old hiftories of the fame kind,

in Laneham's Letter concerning Queen Elifabeth's entertain-

ment at Kenelworth Caftle." Mr. Warton alio mentions that

it was a tranllation from the Frencii, and pafied through three

editions; but nothing more on the fubjei'h Now, as Mr.

Upton thinks that Spenfer intended not to leave us in the dark

concerning this Sir Huon; (whom he erroueoiilly fuppofes to

be Sir Hugh de Paganis;) and as neither Mr. Lpton nor Mr.
Warton have thrown further light upon the palVage b(.fore us,

I muft inform the reader that, from the original romance of

Hmm de Bordeaux, the poet's meaning may be afce.rlainod.

King Oberon appears to have been particularly attachtd to
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VII.

Ilim als accompanyd upon the way
A comely Palmer, clad in black attjre,

Of" rypeft yeares, and heares all hoarie gray.

That with a ftaffe his feeble fteps did ftire,

Leaft his long way his aged limbes flioLdd tire :

And, if by lookes one may the mind aread.

He feemd to be a fage and Ibber fyre ;

And ever with flow pace the Knight did lead,

Who taught his trampling deed with equall fteps

to tread.

VIII.

Such whenas Archimago them did view,

He weened well to worke fome {mcouth wyle :

Huon de Bordeaux. After having become acquainted with him,

as he wiflied, the Faery king proceeds to fliow him every at-

tention, viz.
" Des grandes merueilles que le Roy Oberou

racompta a Huon de Bordeaux, et des chofes qu' il fift :" And
afterwards,

" Des beaux dons que le Roy Oberon ht a Huon."
The Faery king fuccours him in many dangers, and finally pre-
I'ents to him his kingdom of Faery :

*' Comment Oberon donna
a Huon fon Roi/atmie de Feaerie.—Mais pour ce que ie voiis

aime loyaument," fays the king to Huon,
" ie vous mettray la

couronne delTus votre chef, & ferez Roy & feigneur de mon

Royaume, &c." The poet therefore alludes to the hero's

exercife of the kingly power in creating Knights. Todd.
VII. 4. did Hire,] Stir, move. Lat,

tnovere, Junius. So, in F. Q. ii. ix. 30.
" An huge great payre of bellowes which didjyre
"

Continually—"
'And fee F. Q. iii. vii. 45. Chuiich.

VII. 8. And ever with flow pace] With flov) pace, i. e. even,

equal, not in a hurry and confufion : -wv^ h imc, oS'Jk ^aS'i^sn'.

I am apt to think that Spenfer had the following palTage of

Plato, in Cliarmides, in view, where he is fpeaking of tem-

perance : To >co?jia'w?
'sya.vra, tsfu-pnv, x^ r.av^ h te Ta»5 od'Jij jSafltQsii'j

VOL. III. Q
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Eftfoones, untwifting bis deceiptfull clew,

He gan to weave a web of wicked guyle ;

And, witb faire countenance and fiattringftyle

To them approcbing, tbus tbe Knigbt be-

fpake ;

" Favre fonne of Mars, that feeke with war-

bke fpoyle,

And great atchiev'ments, great yourfelfe to

make,

Voucbfdfe to ftay your fteed for humble mifers

fake/'

IX.

He flayd bis fleed for humble mifers fake,

And badd tell on the tenor of his playnt : .

Who feigning then in every limb to quake

Through inward feare, and feeming pale and

faynt.

With piteous mone his percing fpeach gan

paynt ;

" Deare Lady ! how fliall I declare thy cace,

Whom late I left in languorous conftraynt ?

Would God ! thyfelfe now prefent were in

place

VIII. 9.
-— humble mifers fakf.^ A poor

mij'erable man's fake. Lat. mifer. See alfo F. Q. ii. iii. 8.

Church.
IX. 8. • ivere in place] Mr. Upton is

facetious on the phrafe in place, and fays that tbe poet ufes it

" more for rhyme than reafon." But the poet follows the

authority, fo often adopted, of romance. Thus, in Bevis of

Hampton ;
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To tell this ruefuli tale : Thy fight could win

thee grace :

X.

" Or rather would, O ! would it ib had chaunft,

That you, moil noble Sir, had prefent beene

When that lewd rybauld, with vyle luft ad-

vaunft,

Laid firit his filthie hands on Virgin cleene,

To fpoyle her dainty corps, fo faire and flieene

As on the earth, great mother of us all,

With living eye more fayre vv^as never feene

" I fhall goe now and make a writ,
"
Through fome clarke wile of wit,

*' That no man fliall haue grace
" While thole letters be in place :"

That is, while thole letters exijt. Todd.
IX. 9. To tell this &c.] So all the editions. I Ihould

think Spenfer gave,
" To tell tht/ ruefuli tale !" Chuuch.

X. 3. When that lewd rybauld, with vyle luft advaunft,]

Ribauld, Fr. A fcoundrel, a ruffian. See De jMeftire Floridan

Sf de la belle Ellinde, 4to. 1523, fol. iiii.
"

Lung defdiftz

quattre ribaulx de loing luy geda vng dart que luy entra ou

corps & le perca tout oultre ;" thefe villains are before called
" maulvais garcons." The other expreflion in Spenfer's verfe,

adtau?ifi, here means driven forward, impelled^ or haftened, Fr.

avance. Todd.
X. 4. on Virgin cleene,] Mr. Upton

fays that cleene fhould be joined to corps, and Jheene to Virgin.

He would not have faid fo, if he had read the romance of Bevis

of Hampton, to the marvels and phrafeology of which Spenler

was partial. The Patriarch thus cautions Sir Bevis :

'* And forbad him on his life,
•' That he fhould neuer take any to wife,
" But were (he a Maiden cleane :

" Yea, faid Beuis, fo I meane."

Bevjs afterwards mentions this injuntilion, and repeats the

phrafe of Maiden cleave. Todd.

H ^
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Of chaftity and honour virginall :

Witnes, ye heavens, whom fiie in vaine to help

did call !

XI.

" Hov/ may it be," fayd then the Knight halfe

wroth,
" That Kni2;ht fliould knighthood ever fo

have flient ?"

" None but that faw,"' quoth he,
" would

w^eene for troth.

How fliamefully that Mayd he did torment:

Her loofer golden lockes he rudely rent,

And drew her on the ground ; and his fliarpe

fword

Againft her fnowy breft he fiercely bent,

And threatned death with many a blood ie

word ;

Tounge hates to tell the reft that eye to fee

abhord."

XII.

Therewith amoved from his fober mood,
" And lives he yet,''

faid he,
" that wrought

this a6l ?

And doen the heavens afford him vitall food ?"

" He lives," quoth he,
" and boafteth of the

faa,

XI. 1. How may it be,] That is, How can it be. See the

note on F. Q. i. vi. 3Q. Church.
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Ne yet hath any Knight his courage
crackt."

" AVhere may that treachour then," fayd he,
" be found.

Or by what meanes may I his footing

traa r
" That ftiall I fhew,'' faid he,

" as fure as

hound

The flricken deare doth chaleng by the bleeding
wound /^

XIII.

He ftayd not lenger talke, but with fierce yre
And zealous hafte away is quickly gone
To feeke that Knight, where him that crafty

Squyre

Suppofd to be. They do arrive anone

Where fate a gentle Lady all alone,

With garments rent, and heare difcheveled,

Wringing her handes, and making piteous

mone :

XII. 5. his courage crackt.] This feems too

low an exprefiion for " Nor yet hath any Knight broken or

fubdued, his courage." It reminds us of a quaint and modern

phrafe, which is alfo to be found in Bevis of Hampton, where a

battle is defcribed :

" Men might heare croivnes cracke,
" When Beuis gan to ftrike."

Spenfer's rhyme required this ungraceful word. Todd.
XII. 9. r/<e flricken deare] 'The woundvd deer. See F. Q.

i. ii. 24. So Shakfpeare, in Hamlet :

"
Why, let theJiricken deer go weeip." CllURCH.

XIII. 1. He] Sir Guyon. Ciiuucn.

Q 3
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Her fwoUen eyes were much disfigured,

And her faire face with teares was fowly blub-

bered.
XIV,

The Knight, approching nigh, thus to her faid ;

" Faire Lady, through fowle forrow ill be--

dight,

Great pitty is to fee you thus difmayd,

And marre the bloffom ofyour beauty bright:

Forthy appeafe your griefe and heavy plight.

And tell the caufe of your conceived payne ;

For, if he live that hath you doen defpight,

He {hall you doe dew recompence agayne.

Or els his wrong with greater puiffance main-

taine."
XV.

Which when fhe heard, as in defpightfull wife

She wilfully her forrow did augment,
And offred hope of comfort did defpife :

Her golden lockes moft cruelly (he rent,

And fcratcht her face with ghaftly dreriment ;

Ne would flie fpeake, ne fee, ne yet be feene,

But hid her vifage, and her head downe bent,

Either for grievous fhame, or for great teene.

As if her hart with forrow had transfixed beene :

XIII. g. uifh teares was fo-wly blubbered.] So, in

F. Q. iii. viii. 32.
" And blubbred face with teares &c." Where

fee the note. Todd.
XIV. 5. Forthy] Therefore, as in Chaucer, Kn. Tale,

;843. edit. Tyrwhitt.
" And furt/ii/ I you put ^n this degree." Todd.
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XVI.

Till her that Squyre befpake ;
" Madame, my

liefe,

For Gods deare love be not fo wilful! bent,

But doe vouchfafe now to receive reliefe.

The which good fortune doth to you prefent.

For what bootes it to weepe and to wayment
When ill is chaunft, but doth the ill increafe,

And the weake minde with double woe tor-

ment ?"

When fhe her Squyre heard fpeake, Ihe gan

appeafe
Iler voluntarie paine,and feele fome fecret eafe.

XVII.

Eftfoone {he faid ;

" Ah ! gentle truftie Squyre,

What comfort can I, wofull wretch, conceave !

Or why fhould ever I henceforth defyre

To fee faire heavens face, and life not leave,

Sith that falfe Traytour did my honour

reave r

" Falfe traytour certes," faide the Faerie

Knight,
" I read the man, that ever would deceave

A gentle Lady, or her wrong through might :

Death were too litle paine for fuch a fowle def-

pight.

XVI. 5. • wayment] Bewail, lament.

See the note on wayment, F. Q. iii. iv. 35. Upton.

Q 4
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XVIII.

But now, fajre Lady, comfort to you make,

And read who hath ye wrought this fhame-

full phght,
That ihort revenge the man may overtake,

W herelb he be, and Ibone upon him hght."
"

Certes," faid ihe,
" I wote not how he hight,

But under him a gray fteede he did wield,

AVhofe tides with dapled circles weren dight;

Upright he rode, and in his lilver fliield

He bore a Bloodie Croil'e, that quartred all the

field."

XIX.

Now by my head," faide Guyon,
" much I

mule,

How that fame Knight fliould doe fo fowle

amis,

Or ever gentle Damzell fo abufe :

Por may I boldly fay, he furely is

A right good Knight, and trew of word ywis :

I prefent Mas, and can it witneffe well,

XIX. 5. ywis:] Certainhj, or truly. See

alfo F. Q. ii. vii. 53. It occurs perpetually in the romance of

Bevis of Hampton.
" He found the keepers flaine i'nis,
"

Jiut Bevis efcuped is."

Again,
" He kept with him Sir Beuis,
"

Till he was found and whole iwis."

So Chaucer, Mill. T. 3705. edit. Tyrwhitt.
"

Yzvis, lemman, I have fwiche love-longing." Todd.
XIX. 6'. I preftnt xcas,] I was at the ibleran feaft held by
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"When armes he fwore, and ftreight did en-

terpris

Th' Adventure of the Errant Damozell ;

In which he hath great glory wonne, as I heare

tell.

XX.
" Nathlefle he lliortly

Ihall againe be tryde,

And fairely quit him of th' imputed blame ;

Els, be ye fare, he dearely Ihall abyde,

Or make you good amendment for the fame :

All wrongs have mendes, but no amendes of

lliame.

Now therefore, Lady, rife out of your paine,

And fee the fidving of your blotted name."

Full loth flie feemd thereto, but yet did taine;

For flie was inly glad her purpofe fo to gaine.

XXI.

Her purpofe was not fuch as flie did faine,

Ne yet her perlbn fuch as it was feene ;

But under fmiple (hew, and femblant plaine,

the Queen of Fairy land, when this Knight of the Red Crofs

had the adventure aOigned him of the Errant Danifel, Una, as

menlioned in tlie firft book. Upton.
XX. 7- your blotted navieJ] This is the

reading of Speufer's fecond edition, which is followed by all

fublequeut editions, except by 'lonfon's in 17-38; which reads,
wilh the firft edition, blotting. INIr. Upton uideed refers to

one of his cajiuiid, too Itarnedly applied to the phraieology of

Shakfpeare ; viz. that of active participles being vfed pafjivebj :

Yet he acknowled;j,es that blotted makes th( I'enfe eafier. I am
perfuadefl, that blotting was an errour ni the firll edition, which

efcaped tht^ poet's ncjtice ; and that he was happy to correal it

blotted iii die fecond edition. Todd.
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Lurkt falfe Dueffa fecretly unfeene,

As a chafte Virgin that had wronged beene ;

So had falfe Archimago her difguyfd,

To cloke her guile with forrow and fad teene;

And eke himfelfe had craftily devifd

To be her Squire, and do hei' fervice well aguifd.
XXII.

Her, late forlorne and naked, he had found

Where Ihe did wander in wafte wildernefie,

Lurking in rockesand caves far under ground.
And with greene moilie cov'ring her naked-

neffe

To hide her iliame and loathly filthineffe,

Sith her Prince Arthur of proud ornaments

A nd borrowd beauty fpoyld : Her nathelefl'e

Th' Enchaunter finding fit for his intents

Did thus revefl, and deckt with dew habili-

ments.
XXIII.

For all he did was to deceive good Knights,
And draw them from purfuit of praife and

fame

XXI. 9. xcell aguifd.] Accoutred, or

(Irejfed. See the note on aguifd, F. Q. ii. vi. 7. Todd.
XXII. 2. • in walle wildernefle,] lie repeats

this phrafe in his Virgil's Gnat, ft. 47. Where fee the note.

Todd.
XXII. 9. Did thus reveft,] Revejlir. Fr. reinveft, clotfie

or apparel again. See Cotgrave. See alfo the old romance of

Cheualier aux armes Doree, 4to. Par. Impr. pour lean Bonfons,

fign. F. i.
" Et adonc les cheuaUers prindrent le corps de la

pucelle que les deux damoyfelles auoyent reuejlue & aornee

le plus richement, &c." Todd.
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To ilug in flouth and fenfuall delights,

And end their daies with irrenowmed fhame.

And now exceeding griefe him overcame,

To fee the Redcroire thus advaunced hye ;

Therefore this craftie engine he did frame,

Againft his praife to ftirre up enmitye
Of fuch, as vertues hke mote unto him allye.

XXIV.

So now he Guyon guydes an 6ncouth way

Through woods and mountaines, till they
came at laft

Into a pleafant dale that lowly lay

Betwixt two hils, whole high heads, overplaft,

The valley did with coole (liade overcaft ;

Through midft thereof a little river rold.

By which there fate a Knight with helme

unlaile,

Himfelfe refrelhing with the liquid cold,

After his travell lono; and labours manifold.

XXV.
ii Lo ! yonder he," cryde Archimage alowd,

lat wrong
did ihew

" That wrought the fhamefuU fa6l which

XXIII. 3. To (lug in Jlouth] He employs the verb Jlug

again, F. Q. iii. vii. 12.
" He iis'd to Jlug, or fleepe in floth-

fuU Ihade," See Cotgrave's F. Did. "
Vojlugge it, pauesser,

to laze it, to line idly." Todd.
XXIH. 4. And end their daies ivith irrenowmed Jhame.']

Virgil calls Bufiris illandatus, Georg. iii. 5, irrenowmed ; l\}ew-

jng, by this negation of all praife, that he deferves all difgrkce.
Upton.
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And now he doth himfelfe in fecret ftirowd,

To fly the vengeaunce for his outrage dew :

But vaine ; for ye fhall dearely do him rew :

(So God ye fpeed and fend you goodfuccefTe !)

Which we far off will here abide to vew."

So thev him left inflam'd with wrathfulneiKe,

That ilreight againil that Knight his ipeare he

did addreffe.

XXVI.

Who, feeing him from far fo fierce to pricke,

His warlike armes about him gan embrace,

And in the refi: his ready fpeare did fticke;

Tho, whenas ftill he faw him towards pace,

He gan rencounter him in equall race.

They bene ymett, both ready to affrap,

When fuddeinly that Warriour gan abace

XXV. 6. So &c.] All the editions place a comma only
after rew, and a feniicolon aiter fuccefle ; as if the fenfe were,
So God &:c. that is, Provided God Jhall give you fuccejj'e. The

pointing, as we have given it, makes the fenfe more natural.

Church.
XXVI. 6. ready to affrap,] Encounter.

Ital. affrappare. Fr. frapjnr. See alfo F. Q. iii. ii. 6.
" To

affrap the rider," i. e. to Ilrike down. Uptox.
XXVI. 7. When fuddeinly &c.] In this and the next ftanza

Sir Guyon fuddenly abafes his fpear, and begs pardon of the

Redcroffe Knight for having attacked him; as if he had jull

now difcovered him to be the Iledcrolle Knight : whereas lie

knew him to be fo, ft. ly. and after that refolves to fight wiih

him. T. Warton.
Sir Guyon at firft refolves to fight with the Redcrofle

Knight; but, upon fight of his Jlueld, inltantly recolleftshimfelf,

and abafes his fpear. This is very fuitable to his character,

and produces an agreeable efl'ed. It is further obfervable that

his Palmer {his rcafun) was then abfent. Church.
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His threatned fpeare, as if fome new mifliap

Had him betide, or hidden danger did entrap ;

XXVII.

And cryde,
"
Mercie, Sir Knight! and mercie,

Lord,

For mine offence and heedelelTe hardiment,

That had almofl committed crime abhord,

And with reprochfuli ilrame mine honour

flient.

Whiles curfedfteele againfi; that Badge I bent,

The facred Badge of my Redeemers death,

Which on your ihield is fet for ornament !"

But his fierce foe his fteed could flay uneath,

Who, prickt with courage kene, did crueil bat-

tell breath.

XXVIII.

But, when he heard him fpeake, ilreight way
he knew

His errrour; and, himfelfe inclyning, fayd;
" Ah ! deare fir G uyon, well becommeth you.

Sir Guyon has been worked up by Archimago, and by
/eeing a Lady in diftrel's, to fight St. George, whom he knew
at the Court of the Fairy Queen. Thei'e were his firil thoughts,
and fudden relblution ; but,, upon feeing St. George himfelf

and his facred badge, his fudden reientnient is flopped; and

he recolleds that furely he ought to expollulate, before he

committed fuch an outrage. This is a very fine inftance of

felf-government; namely, by proper recollection to remove fudden

rej'cntmerit. UPTo>f.
XXVIII. 2. himfelfe inclyning,] Bowing. Thus

alfo F. Q. V. ix. Si. " To whom Ihe eke inclyning &c." Where
fee tlie note. Todd.
XXVIII. 3.  well becoTn?neih you,} This is the
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But me behoveth rather to upbrayd,
Whofe haftie hand fo far from reafon flrajd,

That almoft it did haynous violence

On that fajre ymage of that heavenly Mayd,
That decks and armes your iliield with faire

defence :

Your courtTie takes on you anothers dew offence.
'^

XXIX.

So beene they both atone, and doen upreare

Their bevers bright each other for to greet ;

Goodly comportaunce each to other beare,

And entertaine themfelves with court'lies

meet.

Then faid the Redcroffe Knight;
" Now

mote I weet,

Sir Guyon, why with fo fierce faliaunce,

reading of both Spenfer's editions, which the editions of

Hughes, of 1751, 1758, and Upton, adopt. The folio of lO'll

made the alteration of "
ill becommeth you," which Mr.

Church has admitted into the text, thinking it to be as Spenfer

gave it; and which he explains, You have no reafon, I only ought
to ajk pardon, &c. Perhaps the poet's meaning is,

" Ah !

deare Sir Guyon, your behaviour "well becommeth you ; but me
it behoveth you rather to upbrayd." Todd.

XXVIII. 8. That decks and armes yourJhield]
" Decus et

tutamen," Virg. jEn. v. 26'2. In their tilts and tournaments,
in queen Elizabeth's reign, their imprefles and devices were

oflen in honour of their Virgin Queen. One of her courtiers

made on his fhield a half of the Zodiacke, with Virgo rifmg,

adding. Jam redit et virgo. See Camden's Remains. Upton.
XXIX. I. -So beene they both atone,] That \s, friends

again; at one, atoned, reconciled; in the folios fpelt attoirc. ^

Upton, v^^

XXIX. 6. laliaunce,] Afjault or fally. .Fr:^
faillier. Todd. ~''
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And fell intent, ye did at earft me meet ;

For, iith I know your goodly gouvernaunce,

Great caufe, I weene, you guided, or fome {m-

couth chaunce/'

XXX.

"
Certes,'' faid he,

" well mote I fliame to tell

The fond encheafon that me hether led.

A falfe infamous Faitour late befell

Me for to meet, that feemed ill befted,

And playnd of grievous outrage, which he red

A Knight had wrought againft a Lady gent;

Which to avenge, he to this place me led.

Where you he made the marke of his intent,

And now is fled: foule fhanie him follow wher

he went \"

xxxr.

So can he turne his earnelt unto game,

XXIX. 7. at earft] Lateli/. So, in F. Q.
\i. iii. 8, and elfewhere. Church.
XXX. 1. well mote I fhame] Well may I be

afliamed. See alfo F. Q. ii. xii. 23, v. iv. 24, and Sonnet 54.

Church.
XXX. 2. The fond encheafon] The foolijh occajion.

Church.
Encheafon is accident^ or occafion. Ufed by Gower, fol. xxi.

2.
" If that I had encheafon." Upton.
XXX. 4. ill befted,] In bad plight. See

alfo the
fifty fecond ftanza. Church.

XXXI. 1. So can he turne his earneft unto game,] This
familiar phrafe is the language of romance. See before, F. Q.
i. xii. 8. Thus in Bevis of Hampton:" And when they were thus fighting," There was earneft and no gaming.

'^

Again :
" With fwords bright &c.
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Through goodly hancUing and wife tempe-
raunce.

By this his aged Guide in prefence came ;

Who, foone as on that Knight his eye did

glaunce,

Eftfoones of him had perfe6l cognizaunce,
Sith him in Faery court he late avizd ;

Andfaid; "
Fayre fonne, God give you happy

chaunce,

And that deare Croffe uppon your fliield

devizd,

Wherewith above all Knights ye goodly feeme

aguizd !

XXXII.

*'

loy may you have, and everlafting fame.

Of Ipite moft hard atchiev'ment by you donne,
For which enrolled is your glorious name
In heavenly regefters above the funne,

Where you a Saint with Saints your feat have

wonne !

But wretched we, where ye have left your

marke,

" While they handled both the fame,
*' There was earneji and no gatue."

Chaucer alfo has the phrai'e, Milt. T. 1 1 10. edit. Urr. Ciiv is

here again ufed by Spenfei ior began. Todd. -^

XXXI. 6. —
avizd;] Hiva-. Vt. avijtr.

Chukch.
So, in F. Q. i. v. 40. " When Jove axizd." Upion.
XXXI. 9. aguiiid !] Adorned. S&exhQ

note on agviad, F. Q. ii. vi. 7. Iodd.
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Muft now anew begin like race to ronne.

God guide thee, Guyon, well to end thy

warke,

And to the wilhed haven bring thy weary

barke 1'^

xxxiii.

"
Palmer,'* him anfwered the RedcrofTe Knight,
" His be the praile, that this atchiev'ment

wrought,
Who made my hand the organ of His might!

More then goodwill to me attribute nought ;

For all I did, I did but as I ought.

But you, faire Sir, whofe pageant next en-

fewes,

Well mote yee thee, as well can wi{h your

thought.

That home ye may report thrife happy newes I

For well ye worthy bene for worth and gentle

thewes."

XXXIV.

So courteous conge both did give and take,

XXXIII. 7. Well mote yee thee,] Thrive, proffer. So, in

F. Q. ii. xi. 17.
"

Fayre mote he thee." We fhid this exprei-
fion often in our old poets. In Douglas's Virgil p. 179- ver.

54,
" Samote I the," i, e. So might I pro/per. Lidgate in the

ftory of Thebes, foL 358. " Or certaine els they fliall never

thee." Chaucer, p. 173, ed. Urr. " God let him never the."

Upton.
XXX IV. 1, So courteous conge &CC.] Leave. See the note

on conge, F. Q. ii. iii. 2. Todd.

VOL. Ill, R
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With right hands pUghted, pledges of good
will.

Then Guyon forward gan his voyage make

With his blacke Palmer, that him guided Hill :

Still he him guided over dale and hill,

And M'ith bis fteedy ftaffe did point his way;
His race with reafon, and with words his will,

From fowle intemperaunce he ofte did flay,

And fuffred not in wrath his hafty fteps to ftray.
XXXV.

In this faire wize they traveild long yfere.

Through many hard affayes which did betide ;

Of which he honour ftill away did beare,

And fpred his glory through all countryes
wide.

At laft, as chaunft them by a foreft fide

To paffe, for fuccour from the fcorching ray,

They heard a ruefull voice, that dearnly cride

With percing ihriekes and many a dolefull lay ;

Which to attend, awhile their forward fleps

they ftay.
xxxvr.

" But if that careleffe hevens," quoth ihe,
"

defpifc

The doome of iuft revenge, and take delight

To fee fad pageaunts of mens miferies,

XXXV. 7. that dearnly cridc:] That cried

mournfuUjj. See the note on dernb/, F. Q. iii. i. 14'. Todd,
XXXVI. 3. To fee fad ^dgea.u.nts ike] Pageants were re-

prefeiitatiouij of virtues and vices perfoniiied, and were frequent
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As bownd by them to live in lives defplght;

Yet can they not warne Death from wretched

wight.

Come, then ; come foone ; come, fweetefl

Death) to me,

And take away this long lent loathed light:

Sharpe be thy wounds, but fweete the medi-

cines be,

That long captived foules from weary thral-

dome free.

XXXVII.

" But thou, fweete Babe, whom frowning fro-

ward fate

Hath made fad witneffe of thy fathers fall,

Sith heven thee deignes to hold in living ftate,

Lons: maift thou live, and better thrive withall

Then to thy luckleffe parents did befall !

Live thou ! and to thy mother dead attefl:,

That cleare flie dide from blemifli criminall :

Thy litle hands embrewd in bleeding breil

in the age of Spenfer, Compare Shakfpeare's Tempefi,
"
And,

like this inlubitantial pageant, faded." Pageant here means

fpedade or //low. In ft. 33, it feems intended for hijlory ;

"
-v^hoie pageant next enfewes." Todd.
XXXVIl. 1. But thou, &c.] So all the editions. And

would have been better ; and I think Spenfer lb gave it ; only
the printer's eye miftook the ftanza, as in other like inftances.

See F. Q. ii. iii. 37. Cnuucii.
I think that Spenfer intended " But thou, &c." It is more

in his manner, thus to begin an earneft or impaffioned fentence.

Compare ft. 36",
" But if &c." And Una's addrefs to FideUa,

F. Q. i. X. 1().
" But llie, your filler deare, 6cc." T^i^p.

R 2
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Loe ! I for pledges leave ! So give me leave to

reft r
XXXVIII.

With that a deadly flirieke (lie forth did throw

That through the wood re-echoed againe ;

And after gave a grone fo deepe and low

That feemd her tender hart was rent in twaine,

Or thrild with point of thorough-piercing

paine :

As gentle hynd, whofe fides with cruell fteele

Through launched, forth her bleeding life

does raine,

AVhiles the fad pang approching (hee does feele,

Braies out her lateft breath, and up her eies

doth feele.

XXXIX.

AVhich when that Warriour heard, difmounting

{lrai6l

From his tall fteed, he rullit into the thick,

XXXVII. 9. So give me leaxe to reft /] This (he

fays, ftabbing lierfelf,
"

(ic, fic juvat ire fub umbras," liivC Dido

in Virgil. Upton.
XXXVIII. 7. iorih her bleeding life does rscine,] As

the Itricken hind does raine forth, i.e. does pour forth, like

drops of rain, her bleeding life. He calls the blood pouring
I'roni her, htr blteding life.

So Virgil, JEii. ix. 3-1-9.
"

l^nrfw
ream vomit ille animam." Upton.
XXXVIII. 9. Braies ont kc.l She fliould have been in*

ferted before braies out. T. Wartox.
XXXIX. 2. into the thick,] The thicket.

The fame exprellion and correfijonding rhyme, as Mr. Church

alio has noticed, occur in the Shep. Col. March, ver. 73.
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And foone arrived where that fad Pourtraict

Of death and dolour lay, halfe dead, halfe

quick ;

In whofe white alabafler bred did ftick

A cruell knife that made a griefly wownd,
Prom which forth guflit a Itream of gore-

blood thick.

That all her goodly garments ftaind arownd.

And into a deepe fanguine dide the graffy

grownd.
XL.

Pitifull fpeftacle of deadly fmart,

Belide a bubling fountaine low fhe lay,

Which fliee increafed with her bleeding hart,

And the cleane waves with purple gore did

ray :

Als in her lap a lovely Babe did play

His cruell fport, in Head of forrow dew ;

Por in her ftreaming blood he did embay
p[is litle hands, and tender ioints embrew :

Pitifull fpeftacle, as ever eie did vew !

"
Tho, peeping clofe into the thiche,

"
Might fee the moving of feme quiche
" Whofe ihape appeared not :"

Where quiche means living creature. So, in the Apoftles Creed,
" che quick and the dead.'' Todd.
XXXIX. 4. Of death and dolour] See alfo F. Q. ii. vii. 23,

ii. viii. 7. The fecond edition reads " Of death and labour,"

which many later editions have followed. Church,
XL. 4. did ray ;] Dcjile. See the

note on ray, F. Q. vi. iv. 23. Todd.

R 3
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XLI.

Befides them both, upon the foiled gras
The dead corfe ofan armed Knight was fpred,
Whofe armour all with blood befprincled was;

His ruddy lips did fmyle, and rofy red

Did paint his chearefull cheekes, yett being
ded ;

Seemd to have beene a goodly perfonage,
Now in his freflieft flowre of luftyhed,
Fitt to inflame faire Lady with loves rage,

put that fiers fate did crop the bloffome of his

age.

KLII.

Whom when the good Sir Guyon did behold,
His hart gan wexe as ftarke as marble ftone.

And his fre(h blood did frieze with fearefull

cold,

That all his fences feemd berefte attone :

At lait his mighty ghoft gan deepe to grone.
As lion, grudging in his great difdaine,

Mournes inwardly, and makes to himfelfe

mone ;

Til ruth and fraile affeftion did conflraine

llis itout courage to iloupe, and fhew his in-

ward paine.

XLII. 9. His ftdut courage] The folios, and Hughes, dif-

liking the accent on the fecond fyllable of courage, have thought
proper to read courage /tout. But they appear to have for-

gotten that, in the very next canto, ft, 38, accoroge is accented
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XLIII.

Out of her gored wound the cruell fteel

He hghtly fnatcht, and did the floodgate flop

With his faire garment : then gan foftly feel

Her feeble pulfe, to prove if any drop
Of hving blood yet in her veynes did hop :

Which when he felt to move, he hoped faire

To call backe life to her forfaken fhop :

So well he did her deadly wounds repaire.

That at the laft fliee gan to breath out living aire.

XLIV.

Which he perceiving, greatly gan reioice.

And goodly counl'ell, that for wounded hart

Is meeteft med'cine, tempred with fweete

voice ;

"
Ay me ! deare Lady, which the ymage art

Of ruefull pitty and impatient fmart.

What direfull chaunce armd with avenging

fate,

Or curfed hand, hath plaid this cruell part.

Thus fowle to haften your untimely date ?

Speake, O dear Lady, fpeake ; help never

comes too late/^

with the i6lus on the laft fyllable. The rhyme, however, has

there prevented fuch arbitrary alteration ; and might have

ferved indeed as an ufeful bint to hafty emendators ; more

efpecially alio, if they had deigned to confult Ciiaucer, Frol,

C. T. 11.
*' So priketh hem nature in hir coruges ;
*' Than longeu folk to gon on pilgrimages, &c." Todb.

31 4
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XLV.

Therewith her dim eie-lids {he up gan reare.

On which the drery Death did litt as fad

As lump of lead, and made darke clouds ap-

peare :

But when as him, all in bright armour clad,

Before her ftanding flie efpied had,
As one out of a deadly dreame

affright,
She weakely ftarted, yet llie nothing drad :

Streight downe againe herfelfe in great def-

pight
She groveling threw to ground, as hating life

and light,

XLVI,

The gentle Knight her foone with careful!

paine

Uplifted light, and foftly did uphold :

Thrife he her rcard, and thrife ihe funck

araine.

XLV. 1. There-wiih her dim eie-lidsJhe up gdn reare,'] 'Tis

very likely that Spenfer had before, him that fine paffage in

Virgil, wherein lie defcribes Dido, having ftabbed herfelf, juft

ftruggling with life :

"
Ilia graves oculos conata attollere rurfas

" Deticit—oculifq; errantibus alto
"

Quaslivit citlo lucem, &c."

Thrife he her rcard, and thrifeJhe funck againe," Ter fefe adtollens, cubitoq; adnixa levavit," Ter revoluta toro eft." Upto\-.
XLV. 2.  — «* fad] As heavy. So, in

F. Q. ii. viii. 30. " His hand, morefad then lump of lead."

Todd.
^i-^J. L painej Labour. Yr. Ciiuuch,
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Till he his armes about her lides gan fold.

And to her faid ;

"
Yet, if the ftony cold

Have not all feized on your frozen hart,

Let one word fall that may your grief unfold,

And tell the fecrete of your niortall fmart :

Pie oft finds prefent helpe, Avho does his griefe

impart/'
XLVII.

Then, cafling up a deadly looke, full low

She figh't from bottome of her wounded breft;

And, after many bitter throbs did throw,

AVith lips full pale and foltring tong oppreft,

Thefe words flie breathed forth from riven

cheft;
**

Leave, ah ! leave off, whatever wight thou

bee,

To lett a weary wretch from her dew reft,

And trouble dying foules tranquilitee ;

Take not away now got, which none would give

to me."

XLVIII.
" Ah ! far be it," faid he,

" deare Dame, fro

mee.

To hinder foule from her defired reft,

Or hold fad life in long captivitee :

XLVII. 3. yfiifl, after kc] And, after flie had throbbed

bitterly, &c. Church.
XLVII. 7. To lett] Hbider, as in II Thef. ii. 7.

"
Only

lie, who now kttet/i, will Idif until he be taken out of the way."
Todd. .
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For, all I feeke, is but to have redreft

The bitter pangs that doth your heart infeft.

Tell then, O Lady, tell what fatall priefe

Hath with fo huge misfortune you oppreft ;

That I may caft to compas your reliefe.

Or die with you in forrow, and partake your

griefe/'
XLIX.

With feeble hands then ftretched forth on hye,

As heven accufmg guilty of her death,

And with dry drops congealed in her eye,

In thefe fad wordes (he fpent her utmoft breath ;

" Heare then, O Man, the forrowes that

uneath

My tong can tell, fo far all fence they pas !

Loe ! this dead corpfe, that lies here under-

neath,

The gentleft Knight, that ever on greene gras

Gay fteed with fpurs did pricke, the good Sir

Mordant was :

L.

'•' Was, (ay the while, that he is not fo now !)

My Lord, my Love, my deare Lord, my
deare Love,

So long as hevens iuft with equall brow

Vouchfafed to behold us from above.

One deiy, when him high corage did emmove,

XLVIII. 8. caft] Co7iful€r how. See alfo the
•

fifty fecond ftanza. Church.
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(As wont ye Knightes to ieeke adventures

M'ilde,)

He pricked forth his puifHaunt force to prove,

Me then he left enwombed of this childe,

This luckles childe, whom thus ye fee with blood

defild.

LI.

^' Him fortuned (hard fortune ye may gheffe !)

To come, where vile Acralia does wonne ;

Acrafia, a falfe Enchauntereffe,

That many errant Knightes have fowle for-

donne ;

AYithin a wandring Ifland, that doth ronne

And ilray in perilous gulfe,
her dwelling is :

Fayre Sir, if ever there ye travell, fhonne

The curfed land where many wend amis,

And know it by the name ; it hight the Bowre

of Blis.

LII.

" Her blis is all in pleafure, and delight,
" Wherewith fhe makes her lovers dronken

mad ;

LI. 8. The cvrfed land] Spenfer wrote, I believe,
'' That

curfed land." This Itory is finely introduced : 'Twas againft

this very Enchnntreis, that our Knight's adventure was in-

tended. Upton.
LII. 2. Wherewith Jhe makes her lovers dronken mad;] See

Jer. li. 7.
"
Babylon hath been a golden cup in the Lord's

hand, that made all the earth drunken ; the nations have

drunken of her wine ; therefore the nations are mad." See

alio Rev. xiv. 8, xvii. 4. Todd.
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And then with words, and weedes, ofwondrous

might,
On them flie workes her will to ufes bad :

My liefefl Lord Ihe thus beguiled had ;

For he was fleili :
(all flelh doth

frajltie breed !)

Whom when I heifrd to beene fo ill beftad,

(Weake wretch) I wrapt myielfe in palmers
weed,

And caft to leek him forth through danger and

great dreed.

LII. 8. — in palmers weed,] Knights and
Ladies, difguifed in pabners weeds, are often to be found in
romance and old Englilh poetry. Thus, in Bevis of Hampton,
Sabere tells his Son Terry, whom he is about to feud into the
" Sarafins land," in fearch of Bevis :

" Palmers weed thou ihalt weare,
" So maift thou better of him lieare."

Afterwards, Bevis himfelf, meeting with a palmer, thus ad-
drefles him :

"
Palmer, he faid, doe me fome fauourj" Giue thou me (hi/ weed,

" For my cloathing, and for my fteed."

So, in the Hifi. of K. Lcir, l605.
" we will go difguifde in palmers teeedSf" That no man fliall millrull us what we are."

!Milton has beautifully defcribed the Evening,
"

like a fad
\ot'dY'i{i m palmers weeds," Com. ver. I89. Drayton tells us
what thefe weeds were ; for he defcribes the "

palmer poore in

homel}/ rujj'ct clad," PolyM. S. xii. p. l^S. ed. 16"2'2. There is

a propriety to be noticed in the circumftance of heroes and
heroines afluming the palmer s weed ; becaule a palmer differed
from a pilgrim in this refped, among others ; namely, the

pilgrim travelled to some certain place : Xhe palmer to

ALL, and not to any o\e in particular. See Blount's

Gloflbgraphy. Hence the expedation of linding thofe of
Avhom they were in fearch, led knights and ladies to become
palmers. See Sabere's remark in the couplet already cited," So maijl thou better if him heare." Todd.
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LIII.

" Now had fayre Cynthia by even tournes

Full meaiured three quarters of her yeare,

And thrice three tymes had fild her crooked

homes,

Whenas my wombe her burdein would for-

beare,

And bad me call Lucina to me neare.

Lucina came : a manchild forth I brought :

The woods, the nymphes, my bowres, my
midwives, weare :

Hard help at need ! So deare thee, Babe, I

bought ;

Yet nought too dear I deemd, while fo my deare

I fought.
LIV.

" Him fo I fought ; and io at lafl I fownd.

Where him that Witch had thralled to her

will,

In chaines of luft and lewde defyres ybownd.
And fo transformed from his former fkill,

Llir. 4. Whenas my wombe her burdein toould forbeare,]
That is, III bear any longer. For, in compofition, gives the

word a contrary fenle, as i-wear,for-fxvear ; done,fordone ; i. e.

undone; hid, forbid. Upton.
LI II. 6. The woods, the nymphes, my bowres, my midwives, weare ;]

That is, the woods were my chambers ; the nymphs, my mid-
wives. Church.
The pregnant heroines of romance are often delivered in

folitary forefts, without alliftance ; and the child, thus born,

generally proves a Knight of mod e.xtraordinary puidance.
T, VVarton,
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That me he knew not, nether his owne ill ;

Till, through wife handling and faire go-

vernaunce,

I him recured to a better will,

Purged from drugs of fowle intempraunce :

Then meanes I gan devife for his deliverance.

LV.
" AVhichwhen the vile Enchauntereffe perceiv'd,

How that my Lord from her I would reprive^

With cup thus charmd him parting ihe de-

ceivd ;

' Sad Verfe, give death to him that death does

give,
* And loffe of love to her that loves to live,
' So foone as Bacchus with the Nymphe does

lincke !'

LIV. 5. That me he kne-as not, nether his oxcne ill ;] Such
are the faial effefts of intempeiiance on the conllitution,

by extinguifhing the phylical and intelledual powers ; ending
often in fome mental diforder, or bringing on that frenzy which

terminates in fuicide. Boyd.
From this moral pamting Milton transferred a feature or

two to the beguiled and belbtted travellers in Comus ; who,

having drunk the enchanter's potion, loft the human Ihape, yet
** not once perceived their foul disfiguremi^nt." Let the young
and thoughtlefs turn often to thefe jull and impreflive defcrip-

tions of our two noblell: poets ; to theiejiralns of higher mood;
and they will dalh, with indignation, the poifoned chalice of

iNTEMPERAKCE to the ground. Todd.
LV. 6". So fooHC as Bacchus uith the Nymphe docs Uncle .']

Nauficles, drinking to CalaQris in a glafs of pure water, ufes

the following exprefficm ;

"
I drink to you the nymphs that

are pure and unlinked with Bacchus," K«9«f«.? t«; nifA^a? xj

«:<6»>i;v^Ttf; Ts Atccio-tf. r.'eliodor. A^thiop. L, v. p. 234.

Upion,
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So parted we, and on our iourney drive ;

Till, coming to this well, he ftoupt to drincke:

The charme fulfild, dead fuddeinly he downe

did hncke.

LVI.

" Which when I, wretch"—Not one word more

{he fayd.

But breaking oiFthe end for want of breath,

And flyding foft, as downe to fleepe her layd.

And ended all her woe in quiet death.

That feeing, good Sir Guyon could uneath

From teares abftayne ; for griefe his hart did

grate,

And from fo lieavie fight his head did wreath,

Accufing fortune, and too cruell fate,

Which plonged had faire Lady in fo wretched

Hate :

LVII.

Then, turning to his Palmer, faid ;

" Old fyre,

Behold the ymage of mortalitie.

And feeble nature cloth'd with fleflily tyre !

When raging Paffion with fierce tyranny

The meaning of Spenfer's verfe is, So foon as this wine fhall

mix with icatcr. Chuuch,
Probably, by the mortal fentence being executed when

Bacchus with the Nymph does link, may be meant one very
common effect of intemperance, viz. dropfical complaints.

Boyd.
LVII. 3.  

JleJJihj tyre /] The judicious
reader will fee that this ftanza is ill pointed in every former

edition. By a different pointing, I have endeavoured to let

Lheiie line refledions in a juft light. CiiuncH.
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Robs Reafon of her clew regalitlej

And makes it fervaunt to her bafeft part;
The ftrong it weakens with infirmitic,

And with bold furie amies the weakeli hart :

Tlie ftrong through pleafure foonelb falles, the

weake through fmart."

LVIII.
" But Temperaunce," faid he,

" with golden fquire

Betwixt them both can meafure out a meane ;

Nether to melt in pleafures whott defyre,
Nor frye in hartlelie griefe and dolefull tene :

LVIII. J. But Temperau/ice, faid he, with golden fquire]

Square, fyeltjijiiire for the fake of the rhyme. As workmen
examine their work by a fquare, fo philofophers have certain

rules, by which they compare adions. Horace frequently
alludes to the fguare and rule of adion. Thus, Sat. i. iii. 7^-

" Cur non
" Ponderibus modulifque fuis ratio utitur?—"

Again, Sat. i. iii. 118.
 " Adfit

"
Regula, peccatis quas poenas inroget tequas."

Again, Sat. i. i. 106".
" Ei^ modus in rebus, funt certi denique fines,
" Quos ultra citraque nequit confiftere redum."

And Epiji. i. xviii. p.
*' Virtus eft medium vitiorum, et utrimque reduftum."

Hence our poet,
" Thrife happie man who fares them both

atweene." Upton.
Chaucer ufes /quires and not fquares in his Ajtrolabie, a

work in profe, p. 441. Church.
LVIII. 2.  a meane;'] Alluding to

the Golden Mean. Church.
LVIII. 3. •

whott] Hot, fpelt -whot in the

old editions of the Bible, and fo pronounced to this day in the

Weft of England. Upton.
LVHI. 4. Nor frye] So all the editions. The oppofitiun

requires that it Ihould be frieze, as in ft. 42, orfrize, as in

F. Q. vi. X, 33. Church.
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Tlirife happy man, who fares them both

atweene !

But fith this wretched woman overcome

Of anguilh, rather then of crime, hath bene,

Referve her caiife to her eternall doome ;

Andj in the meane^ vouchfafe her honorable

toombe."
LIX.

"
Pahner," quoth he,

" death is an equall doome

To good and bad, the common In of reft ;

But after death the tryall is to come.

When beft fliall bee to them that hved beft :

But both ahke,when death hath bothfuppreft,

Rehgious reverence doth burial teene ;

Which whofo wants, wants fo much of his reft :

For all fo greet fliame after death I weene,

As felfe to dyen bad, unburied bad to beene.

LX.

So both agree their bodies to engrave :

LIX. 6. dof/i buriall teene;] Affords the

melancholy rites of burial. Church.
Teen is ufed lubftantively for trouble, Jiirri7ig, provoking, &c.

and as a verb in Chaucer, Tcji. of Love, p. 505. ed. Urr.
" O ! good God, why tempt ye me and tene with fuch manner

fpeche ?" Again, p. 481. "
Thy comming both gladdith and

teneth." Religious reverence, therefore, doth teene, i. e. Jlir

up, occajion burial to both alike (good and bad) when death

hadi fuppreft both. Upton.
LIX. 8. For all fo greet fuime] That is, For I imagine it

altogether as great a fhame after death unburied bad to beene,

as for a man's felf to dyen bad. Upton.
LX. 1. to engrave :] JBi/r]/, as i»

F. Q. i. X. 42. Church.

VOL. III. S
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The great earthes wombe they open to the iky,

And with lad cjpreffe feemely it embrave ;

Then, covering with a clod their clofed eye,

They lay therein their corfes tenderly,

And bid them fleepe in everlafting peace.

But, ere they did their utmoft oblequy.

Sir Guyon more affection to increace,

Bynempt a lacred vow, which none fliould ay
reieace.

LXI.

The dead Kniohts fword out of his flieath he

drew^,

With which he catt a lock of all their heare,

LX. 3. And iiith hdcyprpffafcemeli/ it embrave ;] Decorate

it with ftrewments oifmitral cypre/Je, as be calls the tree,

1'. Q i. i. 8. To nil.

LX. 6. And hid themjlrepe in everlafting peace.] An allufion

to the Iblemn Requiems, formerly lung at burials ; and to the

wifli, lb ol'leu lound on nionament;i,l Inlcriptions, Requiefcat in

pace. See Tfie Rnines of Time, ft. 8. And Shakfpeare, de-

fcribing Ophelia's maimed rites :

" We fliould profane the fervice of the dead,
" To fttig a requiem, andfiich reft to her
" As to peace-parted fouls." Todd.

LX. f). Bynempt] Dilated, or 7ia7ned ; hom be and nenipt.

See Chaucer, Squ. T. 106^32. ed. Tyrwhitt.
" Ye moten newpne him to what place alfo,
" Or to what contree that you litl to ride." Todd.

LXL ]. The dead Knightsfword out of hisjheath he drew.

With which he cutt a lock of all their heare,] This

feems an allufion to the cuftom of cutting off a lock of hair of

dying perfons, which was looked on as a kind of offering to

the infernal deities. Juno orders Iris to perform this office to

Dido, Virg. \En. vi. 6'94. And, in the Alceftis of Euripides,
Death fays he is come to perform this office to Alceftis. There

was likewife another ceremony, which was for the friends and

relations of the deceafed to cut off their own hair, and to
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Which medUng with their blood and earth he

threw

Into the grave, and gan devoutly fweare ;

" Such and luch evil God on Guyon reare.

And vvorfe and worle, young Orphane, be thy

payne,
If I, or thou, dew vengeaunce doe forbeare,

Till guiltie blood her guerdon doe obtayne !"—
So, lliedding many teares, they closd tiie earth

asjavne.

fcatter it upon the dead code. " Nee traxit c^eI'us per tu^
membra comas." Coniol. ad Li v. ver. y8. Upton.

LXI. 3. Which medliug] Mixing the hair &c. Fr. mcler.

So, in the Shcp. Cut. April :

" The red rofe mtdled with the white yfere."

Again, in May :

" Thus medled his talk with many a tear."

So Chaucer, p. 344. edit. Urr.
" O ! who could writin
" How medlith llie his blode with her complaint."

Cn UKCH.
LXI. 8. Till gitUtie blood her guerdon doe obtayne J\ That is,

Jill blood -guiltinefs has her I'tward. Sir Guyon afterwards

deitroys the enchantments of Acrafia, the caufe of all this woe.

Upton.

s 2
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CANTO 11.

Babes bloodij Jtandes 7nay not he demd.
The face of Golden Meane :

Herftfters, Tzvo Eiiremities,

Strwe her to
ban'ijh cleane.

I.

THus when Sir Gujon with his faithful G wyd^
, Had with dew rites and doiorous lament

The end of their fad tragedie uptyde,
The litle Babe up in his amies he hent ;

A\ ho with fweet pleafaunce, and bold blan-

diihment,

Gan fmyle on them, that rather ought to

wcepe,
As carelefle of his woe, or innocent

Arg. 1. may not be clensd.] That is,

fOT/wo;^ be cleanfed. See ft. 10. Church.
May for ca/i, as well as might for could, repeatedly occurs in

the romance Hiji. of King Arthur. Todd.
Aug. 2. The face of Golden Meane

:'\ Inftead of ''the

face," I believe Spenfer wrote,
" the place," i. e. caftle. Gall,

place, fortrefs, Richelet. See below, ft. 12, which proves the
correction. Upton.

Perhaps face here means the forjn, the reprefentation, of
Medina. The Fr, face is thus interpreted by Cotgrave. The
fourteenth and fifteenth ftanzas countenance the original read-

iiig/r/ce in this fenfe. Todd.
1. 4-. he hent ;] Seized, took hold of.

S-d\. /icndc. L'dt. prehe/tderc. Todd.
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Of that was doen ; that ruth emperced deepe

111 that Knightes hart, and wordes with bittev

teares did fleepe :

II.

" Ah ! hickleffe Babe, borne under cruell ftarre,

And in dead parents balefull aflies bred,

Full little weeneft thou what forrowes are

Left thee for porcion of thy hvelyhed ;

Poore Orphane! in the wide world fcattered,

As buddins: braunch rent from the native tree.

And throwen forth, tih it be withered !

Such is the ftate of men ! Thus enter we

Into this life with woe, and end with miferee !'*

III.

Then, foft himfelfe inclyning on his knee

Downe to that well, did in the water weene

(So love does loath difdainefull nicitee)

His guiltie handes from bloody gore to cleene :

II. 2. And in dead parents balefull ajhes bred,] Allulion to

the phoenix, but inaccurately. T. Warton.
tl. S. Such is the ftate of wen .'] Shaklpeare, after the fame

beautiful manner, makes Wolfey, from refleding on his own

fall, turn at once his reflections on the ftate of man ;
and this

he does in Spenfer's very words :

" This is the ftate of vian ; to day he puts forth
" The tender leaves of hopes, kc." Upton.

III. 4. His guiltie handes] ]Muft we read guiltlcffe?
or

rather interpret it, innocently, vnknowingly guilty; guilty by

parental crimes. See the fortieth and forty tirlt ftanzas of the

la!l: canto. Upton.
Mr. Boyd, the learned and elegant tranflator of Dante, ap-

pears to favour the opinion, which Mr. Upton has given, ol

guilt)/ by parental crimes: For, in his remarks to me on this

pafl'age, he lays that " the poet feems here to mean, by th«

s 3
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He waPnt them oft and oft, yet nought they
. beene

For all his wafliing cleaner : Still he ftrove ;

Yet {till the litle hands were bloody feene :

The M'hich him into great amaz'ment drove,
And into diverfe doubt his wavering wonder clove.

IV.

He wift not whether blott of fowle offence

Might not be purgd with water nor with bath ;

Or that High God, in lieu of innocence,

Imprinted had that token of His wrath,
1 o fliew how fore bloodguiltinefie He hat'th ;

bloody hands of the child, that difpenfation of Providence which
not only vifits the fins of the parents upon the children, but
often conUnues the fame habitudes, difpofitions, and propen-
fi ties in families from one generation to another. Experience
fully proves that fuch, in general, is the Hate of things in this
fccue of probation." Todd.

l\ . 1. He
li/Ji

not -whether blott offowle offence

Might not he jjiirgd mfh water &c.] Compare
Macbetli'8 remark, after lie lias murdered the king :

"
Will ail great Neptune's ocean wafli this blood

" Clean from my hand ? No —"

And Lady Macbetli's iVech :

"
Out, damn'd fpot !—What,

v.ill ihefe hands ne'er be clean >" Todd.
{V. 3. :

— in lieu of innocence,] So all the
editions. I think the poet gave,

"
in love of innocence," that

IS, as a proof how much he loved and regarded innocence.
So, in F. Q. iii. viii. 29.

" So much High God doth inno-
cence embrace !" Church.

I^'- 5.
bloodguiltinefie] We meet with

bloodguiltin f(je again ni It. 30, and again in F. Q. ii. vii. 19.
Tins IS a word v>hicli .would have been ranked among Spenfer's
obfolete terms, had it not bpen accidentally preferved to us in
the tranfialion of the Pfalms ufed in our Liturgy, and by that
means rendered familiar. " Deliver me from blvod-giiiitinejs,O G od

,

"
Fjal. li . 1 4, T. W A K X N .
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Or that the charme and veneme, which they

cironck,

Their blood with fecret filth infecled hath,

Being diffufed through the iencelei's tronck

That, through the great contagion, direful

deadly ftonck.

V.

Whom thus at gaze the Palmer gan to bord

With goodly reafon, and thus fayre befpake ;

" Ye bene right hard amated, gratious Lord,

And of your ignorance great merveill make,

Whiles caufe not well conceived ye miftake.

But know, that fecret vertues are infufd

In every fountaine, and in everie lake.

Which, who hath fkill them rightly to have

chufd,

To proofe of paffmg wonders hath full often ufd :

VI.

" Of thofe, fome w^ere fofrom their fourfe indewd

By great dame Nature, from whofe fruitfull

pap
Their welheads fpring, and are with moifture

deawd ;

Which feeds each living plant with liquid fap,

And filles with flowres fayre Floraes painted

lap :

V. 1. to hard] Accoji, or adclrefs.

See the note on bord, F. Q, ii. xii. l6'. Topd.
V. 3. amated,] Fvrjilcxcd. Fr. amnti.

See note on amate, F. Q. iii. xi. 21. Todd.

s 4
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But other fome, by guifte of later grace,
Or by good prayers, or by other hap,
Had vertue pourd into their waters bace.

And thenceforth were renowmd, and fought
from place to place.

VII.

*' Such is this well, wrought by occafion ftraunge,

Which to her nymph befell. Upon a day,
As llie the woodes with bow and lliaftes did

rauno;e.

The hartleffe hynd and roebucke to difmay,
Dan Faunus chaunft to meet her by the way.
And, kindling fire at her faire-burning eye,

Inflamed was to follow beauties chace.

And chaced her, that faft from him did fly;

As hynd from her, fo flie fled from her enimy.
VIII.

*' At lait, M'hen fayling breath began to faint.

And faw no meanes to fcape; offliame afifrayd,

8he fet her downe to weepe for fore confl;raint ;

And, to Diana calling lowd for ayde,

^ II. 7. chace,] The rhyme requires
fonie other word ; but I am at a lot's to fay what. Church.
The ingenious editor of Jonfon's Sad Shepherd conjedures,

that it iiiould be ray, which, he acutely remarks, the pre-

ceding line CDunteriances. Todd.
VIII.' 1. At loji, uhe)! faijliiig orcaf/i Sic] Somewhat like

the ftory of Arethufa in Ovid, Met. v. 6lS.
" Fella labore fuga?, Fer opem, deprendimur, inquam,
"

Armigera?, Dictynna, tuae —
" Mota dea ell." Jortin.

yill. 3. conftraint;] Uncafinefs.
See the note on conjtraint, F. Q. i. i. 53. Church.
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Her deare befought to let her die a mayd.

The ofoddefle heard ; and fiiddeine, where

ihe iate

Welhng out ftreames of teares, and quite

difmayd
With Itony feare of that rude ruftick mate,

Transformd her to a flone from (tedfaft Virgins

Hate.

IX.

" Lo ! now {lie is that Stone ; from whofe two

heads,

As from two weeping eyes, frefli ftreames do

flow.

Yet colde throu2:h feare and old conceived

dreads :

And yet the Stone her femblance feemes to

fliow,

Shapt like a Maide, that fuch ye may her

know ;

And yet her vertues in her water byde :

VIII. 6. and Jinhleine, &c.] The conft:ru(^ion

is, And i'uddenly, from Itedfall Vifpin's Itate, transformed her

to a ftone in the place where llie fat, tkc. Church.
VI I I. 9- Transformed her to ajloncfrom ftedfaft Firgiiisjiate.]

SfedJ'dji, i. e. in which ftate llie purpofed lledfaltly to continue,

Thus the requeit of Diana to her fattier was, Calhm, In Dian. 0'.

Ao'i («. OAPSENIHN AmNIOs^ aTTTT^, (pvXda-a-eiv.

And the recjuefi of Daphne,
" Dii nnh'i perpetvd, genitor cliariffime, dixit,
"

Virginitate frui." Upton.
IX. 3. Vet] That is, T?"'/. So yet fignifies in the fourth

and (ixth lines alfo. Church.
IX. 6\ And yet her vertues tScc] The poet perhaps had in
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For it is chafte and pure as pure ft fnow,

Ne lets her waves with any filth be dycle ;

But ever, like herfelfe, unftajned hath beene

tryde.

X.

" From thence it comes, that this Babes bloody

hand

May not be clenfd with water of this well :

Ne certes. Sir, iirive you it to withftand.

But let them ftill be bloody, as befell,

That they his mothers innocence may tell,

As flie bequeathd in her lafi: teftament ;

That, as a facred fymbole, it may dwell

In her fonnes fleih, to mind revena^ement,

And be for all chafte Dames an endleffe moni-

ment."

mind the Legend of St. Wenefrcde, to the circumftances of

whofo Well this part of his flory bears fome little refemblance.

See the Life and Miracles of St. Wencfredc, Lond. 1713. And

more particularly Drayton's delcriplion, in his Fobjolbion, of

this fair Virgin ;

" Whole waters to this day as perfeft are and cleere,
" As her delightfull eyes in their full beauties were ;

" A Virgin while Ihe liu'd ;
chafte Winifred : who chofe,

" Before her mayden gem flie forcibly would lofe,

" To haue her harmleffe life by the leud rapter fpilt, &c."

Todd.
X. 7. That, as a facred fymbole,] So, in his Viexv of Ireland:

" The Irifli under Oneal cry, Landcrg-abo, that is the bloody-

hand, which is Oneals badge." See alfo the next Itanza. That

the rebellion of tlie Oneals is imaged in this epifode, who

drank fo deep of the charm and venom of Acrafia, I make no

doubt myfelf. Compare Camden's account of the rebellion

of the Irilh Oneals. Upton.
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XI.

He hearkned to his reafon ; and the childe

Uptciking, to the Palmer gave to beare ;

Jjiit his fad fathers arnies with blood defilde,

All heavie load, himfelfe did lightly reare ;

And turning to that place, in which whyleare

lie left his loftie Heed with golden fell

And goodly gorgeous barbes, him found not

theare :

By other accident, that eaiit befell,

He IS convaide; but how, or where, here fits

not tell.

XII.

Which when Sir Guv on faw, all were he wroth,

Yet algates mote he foft himfelfe appeafe,

And fairely fare on foot, however loth :

His double burden did him fore difeafe.

So, long they traveiled with litle eafe.

Till that at laft they to a Caftle came.

XI. 6. iDith golden fell

And goodly gorgeous barbes,] Sell is /addle, Fr.

fclle. And barbc is alio Fr. See Cotgrave,
"

Barbc, that part
of a horl'es netlier iaw whereon the curbe cloth relt." We may
therefore call the poet's barbes, bits or bridles. Tlie expreffioii,
" barbed fieeds," occurs more than once in Sliakfpeare ; and
is interpreted, in a general lenfe,

" Heeds fur/lijhcd uiilh armour

or icarlikc trappings." The war-horfe of romance, however,
is particularly noticed for his bridle ;

Orlando's liorfe, as Mr.

Upton has oblerved, being called, as well as Sir Gnyon's,

Brlqliadore. .^Ir. Upton propofes to read bardcs ; which, how-

ever, appears to be nearly fynonimous (and therefore the

change is needlefs) with barbes. SeeCotgravc,
"
Barde, barbed

or napped, as a great horfe." 'I'uoD.
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Built on a rocke adiojning to the feas :

It was an auncient worke of Antique fame,

And wondrous ftrong by nature and by ikiifuU

frame.

XIII.

Therein three Sifters dwelt of fundry fort,

The children of one lyre by mothers three ;

AVho, dying whylome, did divide this fort

To them by equall Ihares in equall fee :

But ftryfull mind and diverfe qualitee

Drew them in partes, and each made others

foe :

Still did they ftrive and daily difagree ;

The eldeft did againft the youngeft goe,
And both againft the middeft meant to M^orken

woe.

XII. 8. fame,] This is the reading of

Speul'er's fecond edition. He firft readsframe, which Mr. Church
follows, but, at the fartie time, admits that J'a>ne feems to be

right, and that auncient work and antique frame are fynonimous
expreffions. He is alfo inclined to think the poet gave,

" an

antique worke of auncientfame ;" as, in his Vrothalamion,
" An

houfe oi auncient fame." Mr. Upton notices the hmilar errour
of fame for frame, in F. Q. i. x. 5Q, and here reads fame.
Tonfon's edition of 1758 rightly follows this amendment.

Todd.
XIII. 2. The children of one fi/re by mothers three ;] The

three different mothers, I interpret from Plato to be thofe three

parts, which he appropriates to the foul, Aoyirty.v:, from whom
was boj-n Medina ; and E7ri&ujw.j)TiH»j, and

©t;jt/-j)Ti)£V!,
from whom

were born the other tzco wayward and froward
7{/2e*'.s. See Plat.

llejnd). L. iv. p. 43.9, L. ix. p. 580, edit. Steph. Who is the

oueji/re that acts upon thel'e three powers of the Soul ? Is it

liOt i\Iind ? Upton,



CANTO II. THE FAERIE QUEENE. 26^

XIV.

Where when the Knight arriv'd, he was right

well

Received, as Knight of fo much worth became.

Of fecond Sifter, who did far excel!

The other two ; Medina was her name,
A fober fad and comely courteous Dame :

AVho rich arayd, and yet in modeft guize^

In goodly garments that her well became,

Eayre marching forth in honorable wize,

Him at the threfhold mett and well did enter-

prize.
XV.

She led him up into a goodly bowre,

And comely courted with meet modeftie ;

Ne in her fpeach, ne in her haviour.

Was lightneffe feene or loofer vanitie,

But gratious womanhood, and gravitie,

Above the reafon of her youthly yeares :

Her golden lockes fhe roundly did uptye

XIV. 5. A fober fad &c.] See the note on fad and fober,
F. Q. i. xii. 21. Todd.
XIV. 9- did enterprize.] Fr. Enire-

prcndre, to goe in hand with, Cotgrave. The fenfe of this ob-
folete verb, is therefore (hterally) that Medina, took the Knight
bj/

the hand, i. e. received him kindly. Todd.
XV. 6. reafon] Reafon here means proportion.

Lat. ratio. Her gravity was difproportioned to her youth.
Church.

XV. 7. Jler golden lockesJhe roundli/ did uptye
In breaded tramels, &c.] In woven or plaited

divifions, reprefenting a kind of net-work. Tramel is from the

Fr, tramail, a net. The word is applied by Nafti to the hair
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In breaded tramels, that no loofer heares

Did out of order ftraj about her daintie eares.

XVI.

Whiieft flie her felfe thus bufilj did frame

Seemely to entertaine her new-come gueft,

Newes hereof to her other Sifters came,
Vn ho all this while were at their wanton reft,

Accourting each her frend with lavifh feft :

Thej were two.Knights of pereleffepuiflaunce,
And famous far abroad for warlike geft.

Which to thefe Ladies love did countenaunce.

And to his Miftreffe each hnnfelfe ftrove to

advaunce.

XVII.

He, that made io\e unto the eldeft Dame,
Was hight Sir Huddibras, an hardy man ;

Yet not fo good of deedes as great of name,
Which he by many radi adventures wan.
Since errant armes to few he firft began.
More huge in ftrength then wife in workes

he was,

And reafon with foole-liardize over-ran ;

of a "
troupe of virgins/' in his Terrors of the Night, 8vo.

1594.
" Their haire they waie loofe vnrowltd about their

ihoulders, whoie danghug amber trammells, reaching downe
beneath their knees, feemed to drop baulme on their deliciou*

bodies." Todd. ^

XV^ 9. daintie] Delicate, or

elegant. See the note on dainty lindts, F. Q. i. xi. 32. Todd.
XVI. 7. warlike geft,] See the note

on gejl, V. Q. i, x. 15. Todd.
XVII. 5. few] Furfue, follow. Church.
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Sterne melancholy^ did his courage pas ;

And was, for terrour more, all armd in
flijning

bras.

XVIII.

But he, that lov'd the youngefl, was Sansloj ;

He, that faire Una late tbwle o{itraged>

The moll: unruly and the boldeft boy
That ever warlike weapons menaged,
And all to lawlefle lull encouraged

Through llrong opinion of his matchlefle

might ;

Ne ought he car'd whom he endamaged

By tortious wrong, orwhom bereav'd of right;

He, now this Ladies champion, chofe for love

to fight.
XIX.

Thefe two gay Knights, vowd tofodiverfe loves,

Each other does envy with deadly hate.

And daily warre againft his foeman moves,

In hope to win more favour with his mate,

And th' others plealing fervice to abate.

To maonifie his owne. But when they heard

How in that place ftraunge Knight arrived

late,

XVII. 9, And teas, for terrour more, &c.] He means, And
he was, for terrour more, &c. T. Wartox.

XVIII. 2. He, that &c.] See F. Q. i. iii. 33, &c.

Church.
XVIII. 8. tortious] Injurious. See the note on tort,

F. Q. i. xii. 4. 'Ihe French have alfo tortionnier for extor-

tioner. Todd.
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Both Knights and Ladies forth right angry
far'd,

And fercely unto battell fterne themfelves pre-

par'd.
XX.

But, ere they could proceede unto the place
Where he abode, themfelves at difcord fell,

And cruell combat ioynd in middle fpace :

With horrible aflault, and fury fell,

They heapt huge itrokes the fcorned hfe to

quell,

That all on uprore from her fettled feat

The houfe was rayfd, and all that in did

dwell ;

Seemd that lowde thunder with amazement

great

Did rend the ratling fkyes with flames of foul-

dring heat.

XXI.

The noyfe thereof cald forth that flraunger

Knight,
To weet what dreadfull thing was there in

hond ;

XX. 9. fouldring /leal.] So all the

editions : But, as thunder is mentioned in the preceding line ;

fovldrmg, that is, thunderivg, Fr. Joiddroyant, is a ulelels re-

petition ; and therefore I incline to think that Spenl'er gave,
" flames of fmoiddring heat." So, in F. Q. i. viii. 9-

" Hurles forth his thundring dart with deadly food,,
*' Enrold in flames and f?nouldring dreriment."

See aifo F. Q. iii. xi. 21. Church.
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Where whenas two brave Knightes in bloody

fight

With deadly rancour he enraunged fond.

His funbroad fhield about his wreft he bondj

And (hyning blade unflieathd, with which

he ran

Unto that ftead, their ftrife to underliond ;

And, at his firll arrivall, them began
With goodly meanes to pacifie, well as he can,

XXII.

But they, him fpying, both with gii'eedy forfe

Attonce upon him ran, and him befet

With ftrokes ofmortall fteele without rernorfe^

And on his fliield like yron fledges bet.

As when a beare and tygre, being met

In cruell fight on Lybicke ocean wide,

XXI. 5. His iunhroad ^iield] JMilton, in a paflage of un-

rivalled fublimity, equips INIichael and Satan with fimilar fiiields :

.
" two brood funs theirJhields

" Blaz'd oppofite, while Expectation ftood
" In horrour !" Todd*

XXII. 6. on Lybicke ocean wide,'] The pfo-

priety of the phrafe, Lybicke ocean, will not be perceived by
every reader. By it he means the Syrtes. JoR'riKf.

The Syrtes are two large quickfands on the coaft of Africa ;

of which the greater is near 4000 miles in compafs ; the lefl'er

one, almoll half as much. Elfewhere, fpeaking of ^neas's

wanderings at fea, the poet calls that part of the Mediterra-

nean, which is on the coaft of Africa,
" the Lybickyc«t/e*,"

F. Q. iii. ix. 41; Church.
The Lybicke ocean means thofe mounds of fands in the

Libyck deferts, whofe wide and extended plains may be ima-

gined an ocean ; and thefe defart plains are elegantly named

by Plutarch, in the Life of Craffus, trt^ayj^* t» x'V*> Lond.
edit. p. 277. Upton.

VOL. III. T
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Efpje a traveller with feet furbet,

Whom they in equall pray hope to divide,

They ftint their ftrife and him aflayle on everie

fide.

XXIII.

But he, not hke a weary traveilere,

Their fliarp affaiilt right boldly did rebut,

And fuffred not their blowes to byte him

nere,

But with redoubled bufFes them backe did

put :

Whofe grieved mindes, which choler did

englut,

Againft themfelves turning their wrathfull

fpight,

Gan with new rao-e their fliieldes to hew and cut.

But ftill, whenGuyon came to part their fight,

With heavie load on him they frefhly gan to

fmight.

XXir. 7. furbet,] Wearied, or bruifed.

The word is borrowed from the farmer's phrafeology. See

Cotgrave,
" A furbate, or furbativg. Surbatture. &c. The

iurbating of the feet of cattell. Meftnachure :" Which is in-

terpreted,
" A wry ftep, or treading ; alfo a wrinch orJiraine

got in a bone or ioynt by fuch treading." Todd.
XXIII. 1. But he,] Sir Guyon. Church.
XXIII. 3. And fiijf'rcd ?iot their bloices to byte hini] Again,

F. Q. V, xi. 64. " His rebuke which bit her neare." And, in

Mother Hubbard's Tale,
"

Spight bites neare." So Shakfpeare,
m As you like it, A. ii. S. 10.

" Thou bitter fev,
••

" Thou doft not bite^o nigh:"
That iSj pierce to the quid:. T. Wart OK.
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XXIV.

As a tall {hip toffed in troublous feas.

Whom raging vvindes, threatning to make

the pray
Of the rough rockes, doe diverfly difeafe,

Meetes two contrdrie billowes by the way,
That her on either fide doe fore affay,

And boaft to fwallow her in greedy grave ;

Shee, fcorning both their fpights, does make

wide way,

And, with her brell breaking the fomy wave.

Does ride on both their backs, and faire herfelf

doth fave :

XXV.

So boldly he him beares, and ruflieth forth

Betweene them both, by conduct of his blade.

AVondrous great prowelfe and heroick worth

He fliewd that day, and rare enfample made,
When two fo mighty warriours he difmade :

Attonce he wards and ftrikes ; he takes and

paies ;

Now forft to yield, now forchig to invade ;

Before, behind, and round about him laies :

So double was his paines, fo double be his praife.

XXIV. 4. Meetes two contrarie &c.] Contrarie is here ac-

cented on the fecond fyllable. This was ui'ual in oui^ old

poetry. See again, ft. 36. And Habington's Cajlara, l635.

p. 116.
"
By vertue of a cleane contrary gale."

And Milton's Samf. Jgon. ver. 972.
" And with contrary blaft &c." Todd.

T 2
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XXVI.

Straunge fort of fight, three vahaunt Knights
to fee

Three combates ioine in one, and to darraine

A triple warre with triple enmitee.

All for their Ladies froward love to gaine,

Which, gotten, was but hate. So Love does

raine

In flouted minds, and maketli monftrous

warre ;

He maketh warre, he maketh peace againe,

And yett his peace is but continual iarre :

O miferable men, that to him fubie6t arre !

XXVII.

Whilft thus they mingled were in furious armes,

The faire Medina with her treffes torne

And naked breft, in pitty of their harmes,

Emongft them ran ; and, falling them beforne,

Befought them by the womb which them had

born.

And by the loves which were to them mod

deare,

XXVI. 5. '— So Love does raine

hijioutejl minds, and maketh monjtrous warre ;

He 7naketh warre, he maketh peace againe,]
Terent. Eu?t. A. 1.

" In amore haec omnia infunt vitia, injuriae,
—

*'
Bellum, pax rurfum."

And Horat. Ser7it. ii. iii. 267.
" In amore haec funt mala ; bellum,

" Pax rurfum." Upton.
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And by the knighthood which they fure had

fvvorn,

Their deadly cruell difcord to forbeare,

And to her iuft conditions offaire peace to heare,

XXVIII.

But her two other Sifters, ftanding by,
Her lowd gainfaid ; and both their cham-

pions bad

Purfew the end of their ftrong enmity,
As ever of their loves they would be glad :

Yet (he with pitthy words, and counfell fad.

Still ftrove their ftubborne rages to revoke;

That at the laft, fuppreffmg fury mad,

They gan abftaine from dint of direfull

ftroke.

And hearken to the fober fpeaches which (he

fpoke ;

XXIX.
" Ah ! puiffaunt Lords, whatcurfed evill fpright,

XXVIII. 2. and both their champions bad] The

reading of Spenfer's firft edition is her champions. The fecond

reads,
" and both their champion bad," which the folios adopt.

Mr. Upton follows neither, but reads *' their champions:" Mr.
Church follows the firft, but thinks that Spenfer gave, as Mr.

Upton has given,
" their champions ;" which he thus interprets :

Both of them commanded their champions, 6ic. as the champions
are fpoken of in the plural number in the third and fourth

lines. Hughes, and Tonfon's edit, of 1758, follow the fecond

edition and the folios. I have followed the amendment made

by Mr. Upton. See the note on " her people," P. Q. ii. x. 28.

Todd.
XXVIII. 5. counfell fad,] Grat(

advice. Church.

t3
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Or fell Erinnjs, in your noble harts

Her bellifh brond bath kindled with defpigbt,

And ftird you up to worke your wilfull fmarts ?

Is this the ioy of armes ? be thefe the parts

Of glorious knighthood, after blood to thruft,

And not regard dew right and iuft defarts ?

Vaine is the vaunt, and vi6forv uniuft.

That more to mighty hands then rightfull caufe

doth truft.

XXX.
" And were there rightfull caufe of difference.

Yet were not better fayre it to accord.

Then with blood-guiltineffe to heape offence,

And mortal vengeaunce ioyne to crime ab-

hord ?

O ! fly from wrath ; fly,
O my liefeft Lord !

Sad be the fights, and bitter fruites of warre,

And thoufand furies wait on wrathfull iword :

Ne ought the praife of prowefie more doth

marre

Then fowle revenging rage, and bafe conten-

tious iarre.

XXIX. 6.  

thruft,] Tkhji. See

thrujhjnejj'e in the note on thrijlii, F. Q. i. x. 38. Todd.
XXX. 5. Lord !] So all the edi-

tions. It fhould be, as in the preceding and following ftanzas,

Lords ! Medina is addreffing herfelf to all the three Knights.
Church.

XXX. 7. fword:] Here Mr. Church

propofes to follow the folio of i679j which reads /words ; and
io Tonfon's edition of 175S reads. All other editions read

fword. Todd.
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XXXI.
" But lovplj concord, and molt facred peace,

Doth nourifh vertue, and fad friendfliip

breeds ;

Weake fhe makes ilrong, and flrong thing
does increace,

Till it the pitch of higheft praife exceeds :

Brave be her warres, and honorable deeds,

By which ihe triumphes over yre and pride,

And winnes an olive girlond for her meeds.

Be therefore, O my deare Lords, pacifide.

And this miffeeming difcord meekely lay afide.''^

XXXII.

Her gracious words their rancour did appall.

And funcke fo deepe into their boyling brefts.

That downe they lett their cruell weapons fall.

And lowly did abafe their lofty crefls

To her faire prefence and difcrete behefts.

Then (lie began a treaty to procure.
And ftablilh terms betwixt both their re-

quefts.

That as a law for ever fliould endure ;

AVhich to obferve, in word of Knights they did

affure.

XXXIII.

AVhich to confirme, and faft to bind theiv league,

After their weary fweat and bloody toile,

She them befought, during their quiet treague,

XXXIII. 3. treague,] A truce, or ceffa-

tion of arms. Ital.tregna. GeAm. treiiga. Upton,

T 4
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Into her lodging to repaire a while,

To reft thenifelves, and grace to reconcile.

They foone confent : So forth with her they
fare ;

Where they are well receivd, and made to

fpoile

Themfehes of foiled armes, and to prepare
Their minds to pleafure, and their mouths to

dcunty fare.

XXXIV.

And thofe two froward. Sifters, their faire loves,

Came with them eke, all were they wondrous

loth,

And fained cheare, as for the time behoves ;

But could not colour yet fo well the troth,

But that their natures bad appeard in both;

For both did at their fecond Sifter grutch
And inly grieve, as doth an hidden moth

The inner garment frett, not th' utter touch;

One thought her cheare too litle, th' other

thought too mutch.

XXXIII. 5. grace to reconcile.] To regain
each other's favour. A Latinifm. Church.
XXXIV, 7. • — 09 doth an hidden moth

The inner garment frett,^
He feems to have

had his eye on Pfal. xxxix. 12.
" Like as it were a moth fret-

ting a garment." T. Wauton.
XXXIV, (),

 — h^r cheare] This is the reading of

the firft edition, which both Upton and Church adopt. The
ferond reads "

their cheare," which the folios and fome later

editions follow. Todd.
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XXXV.

ElifiTa (fo the eldeft hight) did deeme

Such entertainment bale, ne ought would eat,

Ne ought would fpeake, but evermore did

feeme
As difcontent for want of merth or meat ;

No folace could her paramour intreat

Her once to ihow, ne court, nor daUiaunce ;

XXXV. 1. EUJfn &c.] 'Tis very apparent to me, that this

whole epifode is taken from Anftotle; where he confiders

lome of the virtues reduced to praftice and habit, and places
them between two extremes. Virtue thus placed in the middle,
h

yt-iaorriTi lija., xi, Medina ; Lat. incdium, Ital. mediano, Medina.
Her name is plain. MESOTHS ^i ^vo y.xy.uv, t?? jjlIv

xaS'

TfOEPBOAHN, t?; ^e y.ctr 'EAAEIYIN. Again he fays, « f/tv

YnEPBOAH
ccfjivfTccmcci, t^

'n EAAEI^IS -^syBrcci, to h MESON
ivaiv^iTM. Here we have the three Jijlcrs ; to MEDON, i MESO-.

THS, will be allowed to be Medina ; but how (hall we make
YriEPBOAH to be FeriJ'a and EAAEl^IS to be Eliga ? We will take

the moft eafy word firft, viz. EAAEI^IS, which the Italians (and
Spenfer italianifes many of his words) would call Eliffe ; fo

that we have found Spenfer's EliJ'a. She is deficient and

"wanting in all good manners ;

" ne ought would eat
" Ne ought would fpeak, but evermore did feeme,
'* As difcontent for want of merth or meal."

Hyperbole, Sponfer thought, would found very odd for a fair

Lady's nan\e
;
but Veri(fa founds well, and would become the

mouth of an Italian poet. And is not Vn^iaaiuHv the fame as

i-iTEpCaA^Eiv ? And
nspia-o-o?, qui ultra id quod cJJ'e debet, modum ex-

cedens? And is not this the charader oi PeriJJ'a?
"

loofely light,
" No meafure in her mood, no rule of right,
" But poured out in pleafure and delight

—"

Let me a(k now the candid reader, whether I have not fairly
made out from Aril^otle thefe three fair Ladies, and plainly
ihowed from whence Spenfer took the very names, as well as

charadcrs ? UrxoN.



282 THE FAERIE QUEENE. BOOK 11.

But with bent lowring browes, as ilie would

threat,

She fcould, and frownd with froward counte-

naunce ;

Unworthy of faire Ladies comely governaunce.
XXXVI.

But young Periffa was of other mynd.
Full of difport, ftill laughing, loofely light,

And quite contrary to her Sifters kynd ;

No meafure in her mood, no rule of right,

But poured out in pleafure and delight :

In wine and meats flie flowd above the banck,

And in excefie exceeded her owne might ;

In fumptuous tire fhe ioyd her felfe to pranck.

But of her love too lavifli : litle have llie thanck !

XXXVII.

Fall by her fide did fitt the bold Sanfloy,

Fitt mate for fuch a mincing mineon,

XXXVI. 3. kynd ;] Nature. See the

notes on kj/nd, F. Q. i. ii. 43. Todd.
XXXVI. 8. — to pranck,] See the note

on "
prancke their ruffes, &:c." F. Q. i. iv. 14. Todd.

XXXVII. 2. fijc/i a mincing mineon,] Such an

affeBed wanton. Fr. Migiion. A minion, wanton, darling, Cot-

grave. So Skelton, in his Speake Parrot :

"
I am a minion, to wayt vpon the Quene."

And, as an adjedive, in the Pleafaunte Puthe-waye leadynge to

an honejl lyfe, impr. by N. Ilyll, 4to. s. d. Sign. C,
iiij.

" And on his minion harpe full well playe he can :"

That is, either his darling, his beloved harp ;
or his elegant, his

pleafmg harp. See the adjeftive mignon m Cotgrave. Mincing
was frequently applied to the gait, in our old poetry. See the

notes on Milton's "
mincing Dryades," Com. ver. ^64. And

Davifon's Poet. liapfodie, edit. l6'll. p. 144.
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Who in her loofeneffe tooke exceeding ioy ;

Might not be found a francker franion,

Of her leawd parts to make companion.
But Fluddibras, more hke a malecontent,

Did fee and grieve at his bold falbion ;

" See how the bride,
*' Puft vp with pride,

" Can mince it pafling well ;

" She trips on toe,
" Full faire to fhew, &c,"

The phrafe to mince it, however, appears to have been alfo

commonly applied to aftefted perfons, to male as well as to

female coquets. Sec Cotgrave,
"

Mincux, Iqueamifli, quaint,

coy, that minces it exceedingly." Such is the Jimpering ladi/,

deicribed by Shakipeare in K. Lear,
" That minces virtue, and does (hake the head
" To hear of pleafure's name."

And fuch the coxcomb in Jonfon's Cynthia's Revels :

 

" fome mincing marniofet,
" Made all of clothes and face." Todd,

XXXVII. 4'. a francker franion,] So in

Heywood's Edward IV. 4to. bl. 1. 1600. fign. c. 5,
" He's a

jfV«///."yrffH?'o??,
a merry companion, &c." Todd.

XXXVII. 6. • 7)iore like a malecontent,] This

expreifion may probably be an allufion to the perfons known

by the name oi ]\lulecontent ; a charader, frequently men-
tioned in publications during the reigns of Elifabeth and
James I. See Barnabie Rich's Faults, and naihing but Faults,

4to. 1606, p. 7'
" Here comes now the Malecontent, a

fingular fellow, and very formall in all his demeanours ;

one that can reprooue the v/orld but with a word, the fol-

lies of the people with a (Inug ; and, fparing of his fpeach,

giueth his anfwer with figns and dumb Drews, pafing his fteps
with fad and fov/re countenance, as if hee would haue it faide ;

Lo, yonder goes tbe melancholy Gentleman ; fee there Vertue

and Wifedome defpifed ; this is the man, that dooth carry a

whole common-wealth in his head ; that can manage the af-

faires of a ftate, and fitter to be of a princes priuy houfe coun-

faile, than the belt ader that euer playd Grauets part at the

Theatre." Todd.
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Hardly could he endure his hardiment ;

Yett ftill he fatt, and inly did himfelte torment,
XXXVI 11.

Betwixt them both the faire Medina fate

With fober grace and goodly carriage :

With equall meafure flie did moderate

The ftrong extremities of their outrage ;

That forward paire llie ever would allwage.

When they would drive dew reafon to ex-

ceed ;

But that fame froward twaine would accorage.
And of her plenty adde unto their need :

So kept (he them in order, and herfelfe in heed.

XXXIX.

Thus fairely fhee attempered her feaft,

And pleafd them all with meete fatiety :

At laft, when luft of meat and drinke was

ceaft,

She Guyon deare befought of curtefie

To tell from whence he came through ieo-

pardy,

XXXVIII. 4. outrage:] With the

fame French accent as courage is pronounced in the 42d. ft. of

the lafl canto, and as accorage is to be pronounced in this

ftanza. In the 18th It. of this canto, outraged is, however, ac-

cented on the firft fyllable. But in thefe and fimilar variations

of irregular accentuation he imitates Chaucer. Todd.
XXXVIII. 5. forward] That is, bold. That

iorward paire, i. e. Sanfloy and Perifl'a. Church.
Thatforward paire are Sir Hudibras and Sanlloy ; thatyi'o-

icard txLaine, the two froward Sillers, Elifl'a and PerilTa.

Upton.
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And whether now on new adventure bownd:

Who with bold grace, and comely gravity,

Drawing to him the eies of all arownd,

From lofty fiege began thefe words aloud to

fownd.

XL.

*' This thy demaund, O Lady, doth revive

Fre(h memory in me of that great Queene,

Great and mod glorious Virgin Queene alive,

That with her foveraine power, and fcepter

fliene,

All Faery lond does peaceably fuftene.

In widell ocean flie her throne does reare,

Tliat over all the earth it may be feene ;

As morning funne her beames difpredden
cleare ;

And in her face faire peace and mercy doth

appeare.
XLI.

In her the richeffe of all heavenly grace
In chiefe degree are heaped up on hye :

And all, that els this worlds enclofure bace

Hath great or glorious in mortall eye,

XXXIX. 9. Trom lofty fiege began] Virg. M71. ii. 2.
" Inde toro pater ^neas fic orl'us ab alto."

Which Douglas tranflates,
"

hxsfege riall." Upton".

Siege 1% feat. Fr. Siege. He ufes the word again, F. Q. ii.

vii. 44. And thus Fairfax, B. x. 35.
" Who thus from lojtiefiege his pleafure told."

Church.
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Adornes the perfon of her Maieftye ;

That men, beholding lb great excellence

And rare perfection in mortalitye,

Doe her adore with facred reverence,

As th' Idole of her Makers great magnificence.
XLII.

" To her I homage and my fervice owe.

In number of the nobleft Knightes on ground,

Mongft whom on me (he deigned to beftowe

Order of Maydenhead, the moll renownd.

That may this day in all the world be found.

An yearely folemne feaft flie wontes to make.

The day that firft doth lead the yeare around.

To which all Knights of worth and courage

bold

Refort, to heare of ftraunge adventures to be

told.
XLIII.

" There this old Palmer Ihewd himfelfe that day,

And to that mighty Princelle did complaine

Of grievous mifchiefes, which a wicked Fay
Had wrought, and many whelmd in deadly

paine.

Whereof he crav'd redrefle. My Soveraine,

XLI. 9. As th' Idole] That is, As the image. Lat. idolum.

Chwkch.
XLII. 4. Order of Maydenhead,] In the hiftorical allufion,

Order of the Garter. Preleiitly after,
" An yearly folemn

feaft :" Confult our poet's letter to Sir W. Raleigh. UPTOy.

XLII. (i.
— to make] So all the

editions. The rhyme requires
" to -^wW." Church.
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Whofe glory is in gracious deeds, and ioyes

Throughout the world her mercy to main-

taine,

Eftfoones devifd redreffe for fuch annoyes :

Me, all unfitt for fo great purpofe, flie employes.
XLIV.

" Now hath faire Phebe with her lilver face

Thrife feene the {hadowes of the neather

world,

Sith laft I left that honorable place,

In which her roiall prefence is entrold ;

Ne ever fliall I reft in houfe nor hold,

Till I that falfe Acrafia have wonne ;

Ofwhofe fowledeedes, too hideous to bee told,

I witneffe am, and this their wretched fonne

Whofe wofuU parents flie hath wickedly for-

donne."

XLV.
" Tell on, fayre Sir," faid (he,

" that dolefull tale,

XLIV. 4. entrold;] So the firft edition;
the fecond, the folios, and Hughes, read introld; the edition

of 1751, inrold. It (hould be avoid, that is, encircled.

Church.
Mr. Upton reads enrold; and Tonfon's edition of 1758,

inrold. Dr. Johnfon has not admitted entrol or introl into his

Didionary ; nor has the word found a place in the Supple-
ment to that Didionary, publifhed by Mr.Mafon in 1801. Mr.

Warton, I (hould add, reads, inciting part of this ftanza, enrold,

Spenfer's own word, therefore, feems to be confidered as an
errour of the prefs. It is remarkable, however, that an errour

fliould be varied in its fpelling, and yet be negleded in regard
to the meaning of the word. Todd.
XLIV. 8. and this their xvretched fonne, 1 Pointing

to the babe with the bloody hand. Upton.
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From which lad ruth does feeme you to re-

ftraine,

That we may pitty fuch unhappie bale,

And learne from Pleafures poyfon to abftaine;

111, by enfample, good doth often gayne/'
Then forward he his purpofe gan purfew,

And told the ftory of the mortall payne,

Which Mordant and Amavia did rew ;

As, with lamenting eyes, himfelfe did lately vew,

XLVI.

Night was far fpent ; and now in ocean deep

Orion, flying faft from hiffmg Snake,

His flaming head did haften for to fteep,

When of his pitteous tale he end did make :

Whilfl; with delight of that he wifely fpake

Thofe guefl;es beguyled did beguyle their eyes

Of kindly fleepe, that did them overtake.

At lafl:, when they had markt the chaunged

flcyes,

They will their houre was fpent ; then each to

reft him hyes.

XLV. 6. Then &c.] He then continued his difcourfe. See

F. Q. i. ii. 30. So Milton, Par. L. B. viii. 337-
" And gra-

cious jo«rpo/e thus renew'd." Church.
XLVI. 2. Orion, &c.] The conftellation of Orion fets

when that of the Scorpion rifes. Cii urcii.

XLVI. 5. JVhilJi with delight of that he wifely fpake

Thofe guejles beguyled &cc.] In Horn. Odyf. X',

when UlyflTes had related his travels, the poet adds :

i2? t^ocT 01 d apx Travis? oty.y,v fyevovio aiuirA .

YJ\-ri^ltZ y e'o-j^okIo
)tal» (jLsyocfx

crxtosKla, JoRTIN.
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CANTO III.

Vahie Braggadocchio, getting Guy-
ons horfe^ is made the fcorne

Of knightiiood trezv
;
and is offayre

Belphcehefoiiieforlorne.

I.

SOONE as the morrow fajre with purple

beames

Difperft the ftiadowes of the mifty night,

And Titan, playing on the eaftern ftreames,

Gan cleare the deawy ayre with fpringing

light ;

Sir Guyon, mindfull of his vow yplight,

Uprofe from drowfie couch, and him addreft

Unto the iourney which he had behight :

I. 1. S^one as the morrowfayre viith purple beames

Difperji thejhadowes &c.] So again, in F. Q. v. x. l6.
" The morrow next appeared with purple /mire
" Yet dropping frelh out of the Indian fount/''.

Spenfer literally follows Virgil, JEn. vi. 6'40.
"

Largior hie campos jether, & lumiiie veftit
"

Furpureo:
—"

With a purple light, i. e. with a bright, brilliant light. And
this exprellion JStatius applies to the morrow fai/re, Theb.
iii. 440.

" Tertia jam nitidum terris Aurora deifque
"

PM;7?Kreo vehit ore diem," Upton.
I. 7. behight :] Promifcd, See the

note on hight, F. Q. i. iv. 3. Todd.

VOL. III. U
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His puiiKant armes about his noble breft,

And many-folded fliield he bound about his

\vreft.

ir.

Then, taking conge of that Virgin pure,

The bloody-handed ]5abe unto her truth

I. f). And many-fcjlderlT/uVW] An idea of tlic mauij-folded

fliields, which were formerly in ufe, may be guthired from a

curious writer on the fubjed.
" Our Saxon anceftors," fays

he,
" vfed Jhklds ofjiiii, among whom for that the artificer

put fhccp-fells to that purpofc, the great AtheU'tan, king of

luighmd, vtterly forbad by a hiwe fuch deceit, as in the

printed booke of Saxon lawes is extant to bee feene. With

this vfage of agglewing or faftning hard tanned hides for dc-

fenfe, agrees their etymologie, who derive./t'M^wW} the Latin of

a Ihield, from the Greeke word XKYTOr, ?ijkinne :"—And pre-

fently after the writer defcribes the munii-folded fliield of the

Puke of Lancafter, hung up in old St. Paul's cathedral :

"
It

is very convex toward llie bearer, whether by warping through

age, or as made of purpofe. It hath in dimenfion more then

three quarters of a yeard of length, and aboue half a yeard in

bi-eadth. Next to the body is a canuas glew'd to a boord;

vpon that thin bpord are broad thin axicles, flices, or plates of

horijc, naild faft; and againe ouer them twenty apd fixe thicke

peeces of the like, all meeting or centring about a round plate

of the fame in the nauell of the flieild; and ouer all is a leather

clozed fail to them with glew or other holding ftuffe, vjipon
which his armories were painted, &c/* Bolton's Elements of

Armories, 4to. 161O, pp. 66-70, Todd.
II. 1. Then taking conge of that Virgin] Taking Icare of

^Medina, Cnvucii.
II, 2. —- vnto her truth] Mr. Upton here

again contends that truth has changed place with ruth. See

the note on F. Q. i. vi. l"?. Sir Guyon, he fays, committed the

bloody-handed Babe to the ruth, the pity and compailionate

care, of Medina: and defircd her, that, as foon as he came
to riper years, he might, for memory of that day's truth, the

true tranfacUons of that day, be culled Ruddymane ;
his name

alluding to, and proving, the truth of the fiory. But what dif-

ficulty IS there in the genuine reading ? In my opinion, none,

^iy Guyon commits the Babe to the tr{cth, the fiucerity, of ^|er
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Did earneftly committ, and her conlure

In vertLious lore to traine his tender youth,

And all that gentle noriture enfu'th ;

And that, fo Ibone as rjper yeares he raught,

He might, for memory of that dayes ruth,

Be called Iluddymane ; and thereby taught

T' avenge his parents death on them that had

it wrought.
III.

So forth he far'd, as now befell, on foot,

Sith his good fteed is lately from him gone ;

Patience perforce : helpleile what may it boot

To frett for anger, or for griefe to mone ?

His Palmer now Ihall foot no more alone.

So fortune wrought, as under greene woodes

fyde

He lately heard that dying Lady grone,

dina; and defires that he may, in memory of that day's ruth,

the lamentable tranfactions of that day, be called Ruddymane.
Todd.

III. 3. Patience perforce :] The whole proverb is, Patience

perforce is a incdicinefor a mad dog. Upton.
j\Ir. Church has alio here cited, from Ray, this proverb ;

but, it mult be obferved, the words is a medicine &c. are the

glols or interpretation of the proverb-collec'tor. The proverb
is limply Patience Perforce. See "

Adagia Scotica, or, a coir

ledion of Scotch Proverbs, &c. lO'Cs." l!2mo. p. 43. And
thus indeed it had been employed by Shakfpeare in RomcQ
and Juliet :

" Patience perforce, with wilful choler meeting,
" Makes my flelh tremble in their ditlerence."

So, in Sir David Lyndelay's Complaint :

" That time I micht mak na defence,
" But t\xke petforce in patience." Todd,

u 2
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He left his fteed without, and fpeare befyde.

And rallied in on foot to ajd her ere {he djde.

IV.

The whyles a Lofell wandring by the way.
One that to bonntie never caffc his mynd,
Ne thought of honour ever did afTay

His bafer bred, but in his kellrell kynd

A pleafing vaine of glory he did fynd.

To which his flowhig toung and troublous

fpright

Gave him o-reat avd, and made him more in-

clynd ;

He, that brave fteed there finding ready

dight,

Purloynd both fteed and fpeare, and ran away
full lio-ht.

III. 8. andfpeare befyde,'] See the note on

F. Q. 1. i. 11. Church.
IV. 1. — a Lofell] A loofe, good-for-nothing fel-

low, as the poet explains it in the next line. Lye makes it of

the fame fignification with lorell. Church.
IV. 2. • bountie] Gooo'we/i, Fr. Bonte. Church.
IV. 4.  in his keftrell hynd] In his bafe kind,

or nature, Kejlrell is a baftard kind of hawk. See Skinner.

Upton.
IV. 5. J pleafing vaine of glory he didfynd,] This is the

reading of the iirft edition ; which Flughes's fecond edition,

Upton, Church, and Tonfon's edit, of J 758, follow. Spenfer's

fecond edition reads,
" A pleafing vaine of glory vaine did

iynd;" to which the folios, Hughes's firft edition, and the edit,

of 1751, adhere. Such a jingle, however, is here fo extremely

difpleafing, that we may at lead be juftified in preferring the

original reading, although indeed the pronoun he is certainly

pleonaftick. Todd,
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V.

Now gan his hart all fwell in iollity,

And of himlelfe great hope and help con-

ceiv'd,

That puffed up with fmoke of vanity,

And with felfe-loved perfonage deceived,

He gan to hope of men to be receiv'd

For fuch, as he him thought, or faine would

bee :

But for in Court gay portaunce he perceiv'd.

And gallant fliew to be in greatefl gree,

Eftfoones to Court he call t' advaunce^iiis firil

degree.
VI.

And by the way he chaunced to efpy

One fitting ydle on a funny banck,

To whom avaunting in great bravery,

V. 7. But for] Andhccaufe. Church.
V. 8. in gvcatejl gree,] In greatefl; ejii'-

mation or liking. See the note on gree, F. Q. i. v. l6. Todd,
VI. 3. -—

avaunting] I don't think our poet wrote

adiauncing, or avancing, from the Fr. aiancer ; but avaunting
from %anter,fe vanter ; vahteur, a boafter, a braggadochio. So
that the paiTage alludes to the very man ; which is elegant.
The a is added as ufual in the Englilh tongue ; and the meaning
is, To whom proudly boafting himfelf, or fhowing himfelf in a

boafting manner ; his aftions befpeaking the man. And, what
is much more to our purpofe in explaining Spenfer, Chaucer
ufes avaunt, to boaft, in feveral places ; and axaunting in the

Re~:€S Frol. 776. And Gower, fol. xxi. " The vice cleped

avauntice," v\z.jaftaniia. Upton.

Avaunting is exaftly applicable to the peacock's gait, and is

therefore judicioufly applied to the coxcomb of whom the bird

is an emblem. Compare Sylveller's Du Bartas, edit, l6'21.

p. 109.

u 3
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As peacocke that his painted plumes doth

pranck,

,He fmote his courfer in the trembhng flanck,

And to him threatnedhis hart-thrilhngfpeare:

The feely man, feeing him ryde fo ranck

And ayme at him, fell flat to ground for

feare,

And crying,
"
Mercy,*' loud, his pitious handes

gan reare.

VII.

Thereat the Scarcrow wexed wondrous prowd,

^ Through fortune of his firft adventure fayre.

And with big thundring voice revyld him

lowd ;

" Vile caytive, vaffall of dread and defpayre,

Unworthie of the commune breathed ay re,

Why liveft thou, dead dog, a lenger day,
*•

There, the fair peacock, beautifully brauc,
"

Proud, portly-ftrouting, ftalking, &c."

Or rather the original French :

" \A le paon elloile, magnifiquement brai/t',
"

Piafard, arrogant, d' tne defmarche grant
*' Fait parade, 6ic." Todd.

VI. 7. ryde fo ranck] That is, ride fo

fiercely. So, in F. Q. iv. v. 33.
"
They heard the found

" Of many yron hummers beating rankc—"

And fo Fairfax, C. iii, IS.
"

Say, who is he Ihowes fo great worthincfle,
" That rides fo ranked Ciiuiicii.

W\. 6. ffhy livLJi thou, dead dog, a lenger day,] This was
a. term of ignominy among the Jews. I Sam. xxiv. 14.

" After

whom is the King of Ifrael come out ? After whom doft thou

purfue ? After a dead dog f See alio II Sam. ix. S, II Sam.

xvi. y. Upton.
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And doeft not unto death thyfelfe prepayre ?

Dv, or th} I'elie my captive yield for ay :

Great favour I thee graunt for aunfwere thus

to ftay/'
VIII.

"
Hold, O deare Lord, hold your dead-doing

hand,"

Then loud he ciyde,
" I am your humble

thrall."

" Ah wretch," quoth he,
"
thy deftinies with-

ftand

My wrathfull will, and doe for mercy call.

I give thee life : Therefore proftr/ited fall,

And kiffe my ftirrup ; that thy homage bee."

The Mifer threw himfelfe, as an offdll,

Streight at his foot in bafe humilitee,

And cleeped him his liege, to hold of him in fee,

IX.

So happy peace they made and faire accord.

Eftfoones this Liegeman gan to wexe more

bold,

And, when he felt the folly of his Lord,

In his owne kind h^ gan himfelfe unfold :

For he was wylie witted, and growne old

In cunning fleightes and pra6lick knavery.

VIII. 1. /io/J
j/oi/r dead-doing hand,] This is

from Homer Ih o-. 3l7, 4^'. 18. '/ c
Jpo<po>a? x^'C'^'''-

Upton.
VIII. 7. The mifer'] See the note on humble mifers &c. F.

Q. ii. i. 8. Ciiuucn.

U \
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From that day forth he caft for to uphold
His ydle humour with fine flattery,

And blow the bellowes to his fwelling vanity.
X.

Trompart, fitt man for Braggadochio
To ferve at Court in view of vaunting; eye ;

Vaine-glorious man, when fluttringwind does

blow

In his hght winges, is lifted up to fkye ;

The fcorne of knighthood and trew chevalrye,
To thinke, without defert of gentle deed

And noble worth, to be advaunced hye ; .

Such prayfe is (liame ; but honour, vertues

meed,
Doth bearethe faja-eft flowre in honourable feed.

XI.

So forth they pas, a well conforted payre,
Till that at length with Archimage they meet:

Who feeing one, that flione in armour fayre,

fX. 8. His] BiaggadocJtios. Church,
XI. 3. Who feeing one &c.] Braggadochio had juft before

fiolen Guyon's horle and Ipear. The poet here drelVes him in

aiYiiour, though he leaves us at a lofs to guei's how he came by
It, aud though afterwai'ds !ie reprefents him as unantrj. The
lame fort of obfervation might be made on feveral places of this

poem. JoRTiN,
With rel'pect to this particular of the armour, it fliould feem

that the proper time to have cleared up that circumftance

would have been (B. v. C. iii. ft. 37-) where Braggadochio is

dettded bv Sir G\ivon, and difannd. I don't remember that

he is any whi-i e reprefented as miarm'd. However, as the poem
is imperfed and had not the author's fini/liing hand, candour

requires that all favourable allowances ihould be made for any
i>ttie <lip? ot the rueiuory. Church.
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On goodly courfer thondring with his feet,

Eftfoones iuppofed him a perfon meet

Of his revenge to make the inftrument :

For fince the Redcrofle Knight he erft did

weet

To been with Giiyon knitt in one confent,

The ill, which earft to him, he now to Guyon
ment.

XII.

And comming clofe to Trompart gan inquere

Ofhim, what mightie warriour that mote bee.

That rode in golden fell with fmgle fpere,

But wanted fword to wreake his enmitee.
" He is a great adventurer,"" faid he,
" That hath his fword through hard alfay

forgone,

And now hath vowd, till he avenged bee

Of that defpight, never to wearen none;

That fpeare is him enough to doen a tlioufand

grone/^

XII. 6. That hath his fword through hard aflay forgone,]
Hath loji his iword in' a dangerous enterprije. The exprefiion
hard

aj/'aj/
or aJJ'ays is common in Spenfer, and has been adopted

by Milton in Conms, ver. 972, where fee the note. Chaucer
ufes it, Kom. R. 4350.

" But Love is of fo h'ard'aJJ'aie." Todd.
XII. 9- That fpeare is hhi enough &CC.] That fpeare is fuf-

ficient for him to caufe a thoufand to groan. The Knights iu

romance-writers often make fuch vows, as this bragging Knight
is here fuppofed to have made ;

and the pOet's putting this ro-'

mantick vow in the mouth of this Knight, feems fuch a kind of

imitation as carries with it a degree of farcalm. Ferreau fvvore
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XIII.

Th' Enchaunter greatly ioyed in the vauntj

And weened well ere long his will to win,

And both his foen with equall foyle to daunt:

Tho to him louting lowly did begin
To plaine ofwronges, which had committed bin

By Guyon, and by that falle Redcroffe

Knight ;

Which two, through treafon and deceiptfull

gin,

Had flayneSir Mordant and his Lady bright:

That mote him honour win, to wreak fo foule

defpight.
XIV.

Therewith all fuddeinly he feemd enrag'd.

And threatned death with dreadfull counte-

naunce.

As if their lives had in his hand beene gag'd;

And with ftiffe force Ihaking his mortall

launce,

To let him weet his doughtie valiaunce,

that he would wear no helmet, but that which Orlando wore,
Arioft. C. xii. 30, 31. Mandricard, who was only armed with

a fpear, fwore that he would wield no fword but Orlando's,
Arioft. C. xiii. 43, C. xxiii. 78. Upton.

XIII. 4, louting lowly] See the note on

louting low, F. Q. i. i. 30. Todd.
XIII. 7- gin,] Enginey or plot. See

the note on gin, F. Q, iii. vii. 7- Todd.
XIV. 5.   '' valittunce,] Valour, Fr.

Vaillance. Upton.
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Thus laid ;

" Old man, great fure {hal be

thy meed,

If, where thofe Knights for feare of dew ven-

geatince

Doe lurke, thou certeinly to mee areed,

That I may wreake on them their hainous

hateful deed."

"
Certes, my Lord,'' faid he,

'* that fhall I

foone.

And give you eke good helpe to their decay,

But mote I wifely you advife to doon ;

Give no ods to your foes, but doe purvay
Yourfelfe of fword before that bloody day ;

(For they be two the prowefl Knights on

grownd.
And oft approved in many hard affay ;)

And eke of fureft fteele, that may be fownd,

Do arme yourfelfe aganift that day, them to

confownd.''

XV. 3. But &c.] That is, But I would advife you to aft

Tcifc/j/,
i. e, coHjiderateli/. Lat. coni'ulto. So, in F. Q. i. i. 33.
— " The way to win

"
Is xoifelj/ to advile."

And F. Q. vi. viii. 25.
" The infant harkned wifeli/ to her tale." Church.

XV. 8. /hid eke qf'j'urejljtcele,] If the reader is not inat-

tentive, he might imagine Spenfer has forgot himfelf. Bragga-
dochio was drelled injhining armor/aire, i\. 11, nieer fliow, but
of no fervice : He had neither fword nor fliield ; but had ftolen

Sir Guyou's horfe and fpear; Arc^himago therefore tells him
to provide thefe, and to get armour of better proof, of furejt

jUele, if he would attack fuch Knights as Sir Guyon and the

HedcroiVe Knight. Upton.
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XVI.

"
Dotard," faide he,

"
let be thy deepe advife ;

Seemes that through many yeares thy wits

thee faile.

And that weake eld hath left thee nothinp-

wife.

Els never Ihould thy iudgement be fo frayle
To meafure manhood by the fword or mayle.
Is not enough fowre quarters of a man,
Withouten fword or {hield,anhofte to quayle
Thou litle woteft that this right-hand can :

Speake they, which have beheld the battailes

which it wan.'^

XVII.

The man was much abafhed at his boafl ;

Yet well he will that whofo would contend

With either of thofe Knightes on even coaft,

Should neede of all his armes him to defend;
Yet feared leaft his boldneffe fhould offend :

When Braggadocchio faide ;
" Once I did

fweare,

When with one fword feven Knightes I

brought to end,

XVI. 1. let be] Away with. Church.
XVII. 7. JFkeit with onefword ievenKnightes I bro}/ght to en J, "^

Braggadochio bears, in this refpeft, a refemblance to the blul-

tering knight of Sliakfpeare. But we forget Jack's cowardice
in his humour. " Thefe four," fays Falftaff,

" came all a-front,
and mainly thruft at me

; I made no more ado, but took all

their /ei!e« point* in my target, thus. P. Hen. Seven? why
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llienceforth in battaile never fword to beare.

But it were that which noblefl Knight on earth

doth weare/'

XVIII.

"
Perdy, Sir Knight," faide then th' Enchaunter

bhve,
" That lliall I

fliortlj purchafe to your bond :

For now the beft and nobleft Knight ahve

Prince Arthur is, that wonnes in Faerie lond;

Pie hath a fword, that flames hke burning
brond :

there were but four, even now. T'al. In buckram. Poixs. Ay,
four in buckram fuits. Fal. Seveii, bi/ thefe hilts, or I am a

rillain clj'e." In the time of Shakfpeare thefe fwaggerers ap-

pear to have been no uncommon character. A defcription of

them may not be thought inappofite to the illuftration both of

Spenfer and Shakfpeare.
" But fee now, here comes a foul-

dier ; for my life, it is Captaine Swag : 'tis euen he indeede, 1

do knowe him by his plume and fcarfte ; he looks like a Mo-
nercho, of a very cholericke complexion, and as teafty as a

goofe that hath yong goflings, yet very eafie to pleafe but with

a handfull of oates. He lookes like Haniball, the great cap-
taine of Carthage ; and good reafon too ; for hee that fhould

but heare liis table-talke, and how he will difcourfe among ig-
norant company, would think that the Nine Worthies were but

fooles in comparifon of his worth : He will talke of more pro-

portions of battels than euer Langius, Vigetias, or Rlachiauell

did know of. He will atchieue greater vidories, but fitting at

a dinner or a fupper, than euer did Alexander, when he con-

quered the whole world. And he will difcourfe of greater ex-

ploits, and more haughtie attempts, than euer were performed
before Troy !" Barnabie Rich's Faults, and nothing but Faults,

4to. 1606, fol. 12. Compare alfo the l6"th and 38th ftanzas of

this canto. Todd.
XVTII. 1. blive,] Prefentlij, the fame

as bilive ; an adverb of frequent occurrence in our old poetry.
The abbreviation blivc alfo is to be found in Bevis ofHampton.

Todd.
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The fame, by my device, I undertake

Shall by to morrow by thy fide be fond."

At which bold word that Boafter jian to

quake,
And wondred in his minde what mote that

monfter make.

XLX.

lie ftayd not for more bidding, but away
Was fuddein vaniflied out of his fight :

The northerne winde his winss did broad

difplay

At his commaund, and reared him up light

From off the earth to take his aerie fiioht.

They lookt about, but no where could efpye
Tra6l of his foot : then dead through great

affright

They both nigh were, and each bad other flye :

Both fled attonce, ne ever backe retourned eye;

XX.

Till that they come unto a forrefl greene,
In which they fhrowd themfelves from caufe-

les feare ;

XVIII. 9. And wondred in his inindc what mote that monfter

make.] . Not perhaps what that monjlcr Archimago might vuihe

ofit; but, ufing monjlcr according to the Latin idiom, he may
mean,

" and he wondered in his mind what might ocxufion that

prodigy or prodigious appearance," viz. Archimago's bold word,
and the confequence of it, his miraculous vanilhing away,

Upton.
XIX. 1. He] Archimago. Ciiuucii.
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Yet feare them followes ftill, where fo they
beene :

Each trembhng leafe and whiftUng M'ind

they heare,

As ghaftly bug, does greatly them afFeare :

Yet both doe itrive their fearefiihieiTe to faine. -

At laft thev heard a home that ftirilled cleare

XX. 3. Yet/care them fuUowcs kc] See the note on F,

Q, i. ix. 21. Todd.
XX. 4. Each trembling leafe &c.] Adopted from the Book

of God, in which the panickof the difobedient is thus linely

<\efcribed :
" The found of a Jhaken leaf fliall chafe them,"

Lev. xxvi. 36. By the fubfequent exprellion, u-hiJlUng wind, the

poet ieems to have had in view alfo that molt impreflive account

of tlie fears, with which the guilty Egyptians were affei^led, at

every thing which ftirred ; whether terrible in itfelf, or fancied

fo by them ;

*' whether it were a whiffling uind, or a melodious

noife of birds &c/' IVifdom of Sol. Ch. xvii. 18, Todd.
XX. 5. As ghaftly bug, docs greatly them affeare ;] The

firft edition reads,
" does unto them affeare ;" which is cor-

rected in the Errata greathj. The fecond edition, inftead of

this perfpicuous emendation, reads
" As ghaftly bug their haire on end does reare :"

^Vhich alteration is admitted into every fubfequent edition, ex-

cept thole of Church and Upton ;
in which the original

emended reading is reltored. That Shakfpeare alfo preferred

this reading, is manifeft in the following limilai phrafeology,
K. Hen. \\. P. i.

" For Warwick was a hug that /car'rf us gill :"'

That is, a ?nonJler that frighted us all. Bug is a common

word, in our old poetry, for any frightful appearance. And,
in the ancient Englilh verfion of the 91ft Pfalm,

" the terrour

by night" is rendered " the bugge by night." Todd.
XX. 7. that (hrilled cleare] Mr. Upton

propofes to read "
yjhrilled cleare;" being perfuadcd that

flirillcd is an errour of the fame kind with that mounted for

ymounted, already noticed, F. Q. i. ii. 29- Me ftrengthens his pro-

polition alio by tlie following line mColinCloutscome home again:
" Whole pleafing found yjfirilled

far about :"

Still, however, no obfcurity is occafioned by the reading that

Jh rilled. Todd.
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Throughout the wood that ecchoed againe,

x\nd made the forrefl ring, as it would rive in

twaine.

XXI.

Eft through the thicke thej heard one rudely

rulli ;

With noyfe whereof he from his loftie deed

Downe fell to ground, and crept into a bufli.

To hide his coward head from dying dreed.

But Trompart ftoutly ftayd to taken heed

Of what might hap. Eftfoone there (lepped

foorth

A goodly Ladie clad in hunters weed,

That feemd to be a woman of great worth,

And by her {lately portance borne of heavenly

birth.

XXII.

Her face fo faire, as flefh it feemed not,

But hevenly pourtrai6l of bright angels hew,

Cleare as the fkye, withouten blame or blot,

XXI. 1. Eft] Afterwards. See the note on eft,
F. Q. i.

is. 25. Church.
Ibid. . the thicke] Thicket. See the note

on thkke, V.Q.u.'i. 39. Todd.
XXI. 3. Doxviiefell to ground, and crept into a hnfi,

—
] This

ludicrous image of a coward is perhaps taken from the cha-

Yii&er of the coward Dametas in his favourite Sidney's Arcadia^

p. 70 ; who creeps into a bufh to hide his head from danger.
Upton.

XXI, 9. portance] Comportment, carriage.

lidX. portamento. See alfo ft. 5. Upton.
XXII. 3. tvithouten blame or blot, &c.] Withouten

blame, «/>n5^-«y, one of Homer's epithets. He feemo to have
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Through goodly mixture ofcomplexions clew ;

And in her cheekes the vermeill red did fliew

Like rofes in a bed of lillies flied,

The which ambrofiall odours from them threw,

And gazers fence with double pleafure fed,

Hable to heale the ficke and to revive the ded.

XXIII.

In her faire eyes two living lamps did flame,

Kindled above at th' Hevenly Makers hght.

And darted fyrie beames out of the fame,

So pafling perfant, and fo wondrous bright.

That quite bereav'd the rafli beholders light :

In them the bhnded god his luftfull fyre

his eye on Solomo7i's Song, whilft he is chara^lerifing his royal

miftreis. Would he have us too interpret inyftically, as divines

nterpret ?
" Thou art all fair, there is no Ipot in thee," Ch.

iv. 7- He fays, in her cheeks ih.e vermeill red (lid Jhew like

rufes in a bed of lillies JJicd.
"

I am the rofe of Sharon, and

the lilly of the valley," Ch. ii. 1.
" My beloved is white and

ruddy," Ch. v. 9. See alio Ovid, Am. L. 2. E. 5.

" Quale roffB fulgent inter fua lilia miftai :"

And Ariofto, C. vii. 11.
"

Spargeafi per la guancia delicata
" Millo color di rofe, e di liguftri." Upton.

The lady Jolian is defcribed, and not inelegantly, with this
"

goodly mixtuie of complexions dew," the red and white, in

the romantic ballad of Beti/i of Hampton. See the note on

yellow lockes, ft. 30. Todd.
XXII. 7. The which amhrofiall odours &c.] So Virgil, as

]Mr. Upton obferves,
" Ambroliae odorem fpiraveie," Mn. i.

.403. But the circumftance, which Spenfer adds, of thefe am-
brofial odours being able to revive the dead, ftrongly refembles

a pafi'age in Camoens, where the breath of Jove is defcribed as

lliedding fuch eyi(\mi\iQfragraiice as /night infpire the dead -with

life,
Luf. C. i. ft. 22.

" Do rofto refpirava hum ar divino,
" Que divino tornara hum corpo humano." Todd.

VOL. III. X
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To kindle oft affayd, but had no might ;

For, with dredd maieftie and awfull yre,

She broke his wanton darts, and quenched bace

defyre.
XXIV.

Her yvorie forhead, full of bountie brave,

Like a broad table did itfelfe difpred.

For Love his loftie triumphes to engrave,

And write the battailes of his great godhed :

All good and honour might therein be red ;

For there their dweUing was. And, when

flie fpake,

Sweete wordes, hke dropping honny, (lie did

ihed ;

And twixt the perles and rubins foftly brake

XX III. 8. For, uitk drcdd nwiejlie &c.] Compare, in IMil-

ton'b Comm, the huntrt-ls Dian, who
" fet at nought

" Tiie frivolous bolt of Cupid
—"

And that other inftance of unconquered Virginity, the wife

Minerva, with
•

"
rigid looks of chafte aufterity,

>•' And noble grace that dafti'd brute violence
" With fudden adoration and blank awe." Todd.

XXIV. 1. Her yvor'iG forhead,] Ariofto, C. vii. 11.

" Di lerlb avorio era la fronte lieta." Upton.
XXIV. 2. Like a broad tcihle] iJoarrf, fuch as pidu res are

painted upon. Lat. Tabula. See F. Q. iii. iv. 10. Church.
XXIV. 7. Sicccte uordes, like dropping hojmy, &c.] See

Sol. Song, iv. 11. "
Thy lips, O my fponle, drop as the hoiiey-

«ombe : honey and milk are under thy tongue." Upton.
XX IV. 8. And tiuixt flie perks ami rubins &c.] Thus, in

Sonnet Ixxxi.
" But faireft flie, when fo (he doth difplay
*' The gate with pearls and rubies richly dight,
*- Throunh v.hich her words lb wife do make their way."
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A filver found, that heavenly muiicke feemd to

make.
XXV.

Upon her ejehds many Graces fate,

Under the Oiadow of her even browes,

Working belgardes and amorous retrate ;

And everie one her with a grace endowes,

And everie one with meekeneffe to her bowes:

So glorious mirrhour of celeftiall grace,

And foveraine moniment of mortall vowes,

Ariofto gives us pearls and coral for the lips and teeth, C. xii.

ft. ult.
" Che da i coralli, e da le pretiofe
" Perle ufcir fanno i dolci accenti mozzi."

This is common in the Italian poets. T. Warton.
XXIV. 9- ^ lilver found,] See the notes on filler found,

in the S/tep. Cal. June, ver. 61. Todd.
XXV. 1. Upon her eyelids many Graces fate,

Under thej/iadow of her even browes, &c.] So, in

Soniiet xl.
" When ©n each eyelid fweetly do appeare
" An hundred Graces as in fliade to fit."

And, in a verfe of his Fagcants, preferved by E. K. in the notes

on June, Shep. Cal.
" An hundred Graces on her eyelids fate :"

Which he drew from a modern Greek poem afcribed to Mufseus,
ver. (i3.

Ct ^t 'aa>.aiot

Tp?K Xapira; -^svactvio 'nji^vx.ivoi.i' ei'? ^i tk HpS?

0(p9aAf*of yi7\0uv tKCtrov
XapiTEC7cr» teS/'Ae;.

In the Hymne of Beauty we find a thoufand Graces :

" Sometimes upon her forehead they behold
" A thoufand Graces mafking in delight."

The thought of the Graces fitting under the Jhade of her cye-

broics, is exactly like whatTaflb fays of Cupid, Amint. A. ii. S. i.

" fotto al onibra
" De le palpebre." T. Warton.

XXV. 3. belgardes] Sweet or beautiful looks.

See the note on belgardes, F. Q. iii. ix, 5i. Todd.

x2
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How fliall fVayle pen deicrive her heavenly

face,

For feare, through want of fkill, her beauty to

difgrace !

XXVI.

So faire, and thoufand thoufand times more faire,

She feemd, when fhe prefented was to fight ;

And was yclad, for heat of Icorching aire,

All in a filken Camus
lilly whight,

Purfled upon with many a folded plight,

Which all above befprinckled was throughout
AYith golden aygulets, that gliflred bright,

Like twinckling Itarres ; and all the llvirt about

A¥as hemd with polden fringe.

XXV. 8. defcrive] Defcrihe, Ital.

dcfirherc; ufed alio by Chaucer and byScottilli writers. I'odd,
XXVI. 4. Cu)iuti\ A thin, tranlparent, drels.

See the note on Camis, F. Q. v. v, 2. Todd.
XX\'I. 5. Purrted] Wrought or embroidered. The Fr.

poitr/ihtre lignifies the fringe or trimming of women's gowns.
Purfied is alio ufed in F. Q. i. ii. 13. Thus Chaucer, Monkes
Frol.

"
I fee his flcves piirfilid at the hande

" With grys, and that the fined in the lande."
And Piers Plowman, PaJJ'.fec.

"
I was ware of a woman worthlvich clothed

"
P//;777/(/ with pelure &c." Todd.

XXVI. 7. aygulets,] Tagged points, the Fr.

word, aiguildte. See the note on aglet, F. Q. vi. ii. 5.

Upton.
XXVI. 9. Was hcmd uifh golden fringe.] This is the firft

inftance in our poet of leaving his verfe iiiiperfed and broken :

Otiier inftances of ihefc hemiftichs or half verfes, the reader
will lind in C. viii. ft. 55. F, Q. iii. iv. 39. So again, C. vi. ft. 26".

" To fcek the fugitive."
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XXVII.

Below her liam her weed did fomewhat trayne,

And her ftreight legs moii bravely were em-

bayld
In gilden bufkins of collly cordwayne,

But this verfe is tlius left only in the old quartos, being filled

up in the other editions,
" To feeke the fugitive bothfarre and nerc."

There is but one more initance in this large work, \iz. B. iii.

C. ix. ft. 37.

Cowley, in his notes on the firft book of his own epick

poem, fays, that none of the EngliHi poets have followed "\'irgil

in this liberty, which, he thinks, looks both natural and graceful.
I am furprifed Cowley (iiould ha,ve forgotten Spenfer : Phaer

likewife, in his tranllation of Virgil, has, in imitation of the

poet he tranflates, feveral hemiftichs. Upton.
It would be difficult, fays i\lr. Church, to till up this hemiftich

to any advantage. It is thus fupplied in a copy of the iiril

edition belonging to Thomas Park, Efq.
"

mujl gorgroulli/ fct
out ;" which appolite words are written in an old hand, and

probably coeval with that of the poet. Todd.
XXVII. 1. Below her hum her zceed did Jbmezvhaf frav)ie,1

This picture is the fame as that of Diana, as reprefented in

ftatues or coins, or poetical defcriptions. Confult Spanheini
in his notes on Callimachus, pp. J 34-, 135. I am apt to think

our poet had likewife in view the Amazonian drefs of Pyrocles
in his learned friend's ylrcadia, p. 42. "

Upon her btidy llie

wore a doublet of fkye-colour latin, covered with plates of

gold, and as it were nailed with precious ftones, that in it fhe

might leem armed ; the nether part of her garment v,as full of

ftuft', and cut after fuch a fafliion, that thouuh the leniith of it

reached to the ankles, yet in her going one might fometimes
difcern the fmall of lier leg, which with the foot was drelied in a

ftiort pair of crimfon velvet bulkins, in fome places open (as
the ancient manner was) to Ihew the fairnefs of the flcin."

Upton.
XXVII. 2. embayld] Bound

tip.

Fr. emballer, Germ, einbal/en. Upton.
XXVII. 3.  

of coftlij cordzcaj/nc,] So, in

F. Q. vi. ii. 6.
" Buikins he wore ot coltlici't cordwayne;"

where fee the note. Todd.

X .J
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All bard with golden bendes, which were

entajld

AVith curious antickes, and full fajre aumayld :

Before, thej faftned were under her knee

Jn a rich iewell, and therein entrayld

^I'he er^ds of all the knots, that none might
fee

How they within their fouldings clofe enwrapped
bee:

XXVIII.

Like two faire marble pillours they were feene,

AVhich doe the temple of the gods fupport,

Whom all the people decke with girlands

greene,

And honour in their feftivall refort ;

Thofe fame with ftately grace and princely

port

She taught to tread, when ihe herfelfe would

grace ;

XXVII. 4. entayld] Caned. See

the note on entayld, F. Q. ii. vi. 29. Todd.
XXVII. 5.   

aumayld:] Ernmc/lcd.

In Chaucer, amiled. " And knoppes fine of gold aiiiilcd,"

Rom. R. 1080, Ital./wff/^w, Fr, i-Jmail, emaiUL Upton.
XXVII. 7. ' ^

^enlrayld] Twijied. See

F. Q. i. i. 16'. Chi KCii.

XXVIII. 1. Like tuo faire marble pillours &c.] So, as Mr.

Upton obferves, in Sul. Song, v. 15.
" His legs are as pillars

of marble, «&c." The allufion alfo is to the fame book, when
the poet fays of his bride, in his elegant Epithalaniioit,

" Her
fnowie neck like to a marble tovvre, &c." Ihe defcriptions of

beauty, here and in the Epithalamion, are very limilar.

Todd.
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But with the woody nymphes when flie did

play,

Or when the flying hbbard fhe did chace,

She could them nimbly move, and after fly apace.
XXIX.

And in her hand a fliarpe bore-fpeare flie held,

And at her backe a bow and quiver gay,

Stuft with fl;eel-headed dartes wherewith flie

queld
The falvage beafl;es in her viflorious play.

Knit with a golden bauldricke which lbrelay

Athwart her fnowy brefl:, and did divide

Her daintie paps ; which, like young fruit in

May,
Now little gan to fwell, and being tide

XXVIII. 7. lahen fixe did play,] So all

the editions. The rhyme requires a different word. I fuppoi'e

Spenfer gave,
" when ihe did /port." So, in F. Q. vi. x. j).
" there to play and /port." Ciiuucii.

XXIX. 7. Vihkh, like yovng fruit in May,
Noxc little gan toj-well, &c.] See Sul. Sc/ig, vii. 7.

"
Thy breafts are like to clullers of grapes." But, by yt^mg

frvit in May, Spenfer may intend not clutters of grapes, but

unripe apples ; and this expreffion Ariofto ufes in defcribing
Alcina's beauties, C. vii. 14.

" Bianca neve e il bel collo, e '1 petto latte ;

"
II collo e tondo, il petto e colnio, e largo ;

" Due poina accrbe, &c. '

So Tafib, Amint. A. i. S. ult.
" La verginella ignude
"

Scopria fue frefche rofe,
" C hor tien nel velo afcofe,
" E le poma del feno acerbe, e crude." UpTOiv.

In his Epithalamion, Spenfer varies the comparifon, viz.
" Ide lillies budded :" The hmile of Camoens may be alfo

noticed, Lujiad, C. ix. ft. 56.

x4
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Through her thin weed their places only figni-

fide.

XXX.

Her yellow lockes, crifped like golden wyre,
About her flioulders weren loofely flied.

And, when the winde emongft them did iur

fpyre,

They waved like a penon wyde difpred,

li

Os fennofus Ii?)we?is, alii cheirando,
Eftao virgineas tetas imitando/' Todd.

XXX. 1. Her yellow lockes, crifped like golden wyre, &c.]
Thus Jofian is deicribed in Bexis of Hampton :

" Her vilage was white as lilly flower," Iherein r^inne the red colour;
" With bright browes, and eyes (heene ;

" Her liaire as gold-wire was feene."

Spenfer gives his bride the fame locks in his Epithalamion,
where lee the note. Todd.
XXX. 2. About her Jhouldcrs &c.] To adorn his royal

dame, Spenfer hf|,s fpoiled all his brother poets of their images.

Virgil, JFj}. i. 318.
"

Naniquc humeris de more habilem fufpenderat arcum
"

\"enatri\', dederatque comani difl'undcre ventis,
" Nuda genu, nodoque finus colledta fluentes."

Such as Diana &c. Mrgil, ^«. i. 4.98.
"

Qualis in Eurota^ ripis aut per juga Cynthi
" Exercct Diana choros —"

Or as that famous queene &c. Virg. Mn. i. 320.
" vel qualis equos ThreilTa fatigat

"
Harpalyce —"

See alfo Mii. xi. 059, & ^cq. Her addrefiingTrompart, Hayfc,

groomc, &c. ft. 32, is taken from Venus' addrefling .-Eneas and

Achates, JEn. i. 325.
" Ac prior, heus, inquit, juvenes

—"

Trompart's aniwer is ^T,neas's anfwer :

" O! quam te meniorem, A^irgo; namque baud tibi vultus
"

Mortalis, nee vpx homiueni fonat : O dea, certe."

Upton,
XXX. 3. did infpyrc,] Did breath.

Lat. infpiro. Ciiuiicii.
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And low bebinde ber backe were fcattered :

And, whetber art it were or beedlefie bap,

As tbrougb tbe flouring forreit raili (lie fled,

In ber rude beares fsveet flowres tbcmfelves

did lap,

And flourifliing frefli leaves and bloffomes did

enwrap.
XXXI.

Sucb as Diana by tbe Tandy fliore

Of iwift Eurolas, or on Cyntbus greene,

A¥here all tbe nympbes bave ber unwares

foriore,

Wandretb alone witb bow and arrowes keene,

To feeke ber game : Or as tbat famous queenc
Of Amazons, wbom Pyrrbus did deflroy.

XXXI. 2. Of fwift FAtrofas,] I know not what authority
our poet had to call Eiirotas fxi'ift; unlel's perhaps that of

Statins, who calls him turrens, Theb. viii. 432. Jortin.
XXXI. 5. Or as that famous qucene

Of Jlmazons, whom Fj/rrhus did deftroy, &c.] That

Pentheiilea was llain by Pyrrhus, was admitted as a truth, and

told as fuch, by all the romance-writers : It would be unpar-
donable therefore for Spenfer, in his fairy tale, to have con-

tradided either them, or his admired patron. Sir Philip Sidney :

"
Impute to the manner of my country, which is the invincible

land of the Amazons ; myfelf, niece to Senicia, queen thereof,

lineally defcended of the famous Penthefilea, llaine by the

bloody hand of Pyrrhus." And fo Dares Phryg. De Bella Troj.

Cap. xxxvi. See Jofeph. Ifcan. De Bell. Troj. L. iv. 6'46'.

And Lydgate, B. iv, Caxton, in the Wars of Troy (trauflated

from Dares) has a whole chapter ; "How the queene Pan-

liiafile cam from Arnazonne with a thoufand maydens to the

focoure of Troye. And how flie bare her vaylanlly, and flewe

j)iany Grekis, and after was flie llayne by Pyrrhus the fone of

Achilles.'' Upton.
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The day that firft of Priame ftie was feene.

Did fliew herfelfe in great triumphant ioy,

To fuccour the weake ftate of fad afflided Troy.
XXXII.

Such when as hartlefle Trompart her did vew.

He was difmayed in his coward minde,

And doubted whether he himfelfe {houldftiew,

Or fiy away, or bide alone behinde ;

Both feare and hope he in her face did finde :

When (he at laft him fpying thus befpake ;

*'

liayle, groome ; didft not thou fee a bleed-

ing hynde,
Whofe right haunch earfi; my ftedfaft arrow

ftrake ?

If thou didft, tell me, that I may her overtake/'

XXXIII.

Wherewith reviv'd, this anfwere forth he threw ;

" O goddeffe, (for fuch I thee take to bee,)

For nether doth thy face terreftriall Ihew,

Nor voyce found mortall ; I avow to thee,

Such wounded beaft, as that, I did not fee,

Sith earft into this forreft wild I came.

XXXII. 5. Both feare and hope &c.] That is, Trompart
faw, in the majeftick fweetnefs of her face, what might excite

both his fear and hope. Church.
XXXII. 7. groome ;] Young man. See Skinner,

V. Groome. See alfo Cotgrave's Fr. DicL V. Valet,
'* A groome,

yeoman, or houfehold fervant of the meaner fort : In old

tmie it was a more honourable title ;
for all young gentlemen,

untill they came to be eighteene yeares of age, were, as at this

day batchelers in Britaine are, tearmed fo." Compare the

note on Szvai/ne, F. Q. i. viii. 13, Todd.
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But mote thy goodlyhecl forgive it mee,

To weete which of the gods I lliall thee name,

That unto thee dew worftiip I may rightly

Iranie.

XX XIV.

To whom ihe thus—But ere her words enfewd,

Unto the bufh her eye did fuddein glaunce,

In which vaine Braggadocchio was mewd,
And faw it ftirre : She lefte her percing

launce,

And towards gan a deadly fliafte advaunce,

In mind to marke the beaft. At which fad

flowre,

Trompart forth ftept, to ftay the mortall

chaunce,

Out crying ;

" O ! whatever hevenly powre,
Or earthly wight thou be, withhold this deadly

howre !

XXXIV. 9.
• this deadly howre !] Mr.

Upton contends that hozt^re and Jioxvre have changed places, and
tliat tlie meaning, in this ftanza, is,

" At which fad huwre" at

which fad and critical woment of time, Trompart ftept forth ;

crying out,
" NVithhold this deadly Jloxcre," this ^fight, afault,

iScc. which will prove fatal to my mafter. But Mr. Upton, as

I humbly apprehend, has miftakeu the meaning of " this deadli/

Jiowre," which the poet here ufes, as Mr. Church alfo has ob-

ferved, for "
this evil, or this unhappy hoxccr ;" an exprellionin

r. Q. i. ii. '22,
" whom u/ihappjf hoivre hath now made thrall,

&c." and which had been ufed, in older poetrv, for iiiisjurtune,

in the language from which it is derived, 7>ial heur, I'r. See
Chaucer's Dieanic, p. 576. edit. Urr.

"
I, wofnll wight, full of 7/ialnre,

" Am worfe than ded, and yet I dure,'*
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XXXV.
" O ! (lay thy band ; for yonder is no game

For thy fiers arrowes, them to exercize ;

But loe ! my Lord, my Liege, whofe warhke
name

Is far renov/md through many bold emprize ;

And now in (hade he iLrowded yonder hes."

She ftaid : With that he crauld out of his neft,

Forth creeping on his caitive hands and thies;

And ftanding ftoutly up his lofty creft

Did fiercely fliake, and rovvze as comming late

from reft.

XXXVI.

As fearfull fowle, that long in fecret cave

For dread of foring hauke herfelfe hath hid,

Not caring how, her
filly

life to fave.

She her gay painted plumes diforderid ;

Seeing at laft herfelfe from daunger rid.

Peeps forth, and foone renews her native

pride ;

Thus alfo in the. old Scottifli Song on Abfence, in I\Ir, Pin-
kerton's collection publillied in 1786, maUtouruus is ufed for

unfortunate :

 
"

in love gif I be vialkovrous." Todd.
XXXV. 4.

t/iroitg/i many bold emprize ;] Dr.
Jortin thinks it Ihould be "

7iifini/
a bold emprize ;" of which

form he cites numerous examples from the laerie Qiieene; but

acknowledges that, in F. Q. li. iii. 15, we find "
vnmij hard

affay," and in F. Q. vi. vi. 4,
"

n/an^ perilous light."
Bold emprize is probably from Ariofto, C. i. 11. 1.

" Le
cortefie, 1' auduci imprefe, &c." The phrafe occurs repeatedly
inSpenfer; and it has been adoj)ted by Milton, both in his

Malk, and in his Paradile Loft. Toud.
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She gins her feathers fowle disfigured

Prowdly to prune, and fett on every fide ;

She (hakes oft' ihame, ne thinks how erit ilie did

her hide.

XXXVII.

So when her goodly vifage he beheld,

He gan himfelfe to vaunt : But, when he vewd

Tliole deadly tooles which in her hand (lie

held,

Soone into other fitts he was transmewd,

Till ihe to him her gracious fpeach renewd ;

" All haile, Sir Knight, and well may thee

betkll,

As all the like, which honor have purfewd

Through deeds of armes and proweffe mar-

tiall !

All vertue merits praife,
but fuch the moil of all."

XXXVIII.

To whom he thus ;

" O faireft under fkie,
•

Trew be thy words, and worthy of thy praife.

That warlike feats doeft highelt gloriiie.

XXXVI, 8. Prowdlj/ to prune,] Smooth or Jet the7u in

order. Water-fowl, at this day, are faid to preeiie, when they
fleek or replace their wet feathers in the fun. See the com-

mentators on Shakfpeare, K. Hen. IV. P. i. A. i. S. i.

" Which makes h\m prune himfelf, cV'c." T. Wartox.
XXXVII. 4. tranfmewd,] Changed,

transformed. See alfo F. Q. i. vii. 35, iii. i. oS. Vr. tranfmucr.

/rhelimilar word tranj'mute occurs in the romance of the Knight

of the Sea, bl. 1. 4to. l600. Thus, in p. 87.
" Who fliall by chiuahy the fpels vndoe
" Of helHlh hagg, that" thee tranfmuted fo ;"

The word occurs again in
\>.

136". Todd.
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Therein I have fpent all my youthly dales,

And many battailes fought and many fraies

Throughout the world, wherfo they might be

found,

Endevoring my dreaded name to raife

Above the moone, that Fame may it refound

In her eternall tromp with laurellgirlond cround.

XXXIX.
" But what art thou, O Lady, which doeft

raunge
In this wiide foreft, where no pleafure is,

And doeft not it for ioyous Court exchaunge,

Emongft thine equall peres, where happy blis

And all delight does raigne much mere then

this?

There thou maift love, and dearly loved be,

And fwim in pleafure,
which thou here doeft

mis ;

There maift thou beft be feene, and beft

maift fee :

The w^ood is fit for beafts, the Court is fitt for

Thee."

XXXIX. 7. And fwim in pleafure,] This is a favourite

phrafe in our old poetry. Thus Gafcoigne has,
"
fwimines in

blifle," Poems, edit. 1587. p. l^. And Crafhaw,
" He ftiall

fwim in riper joyes," Del. of the Mufes, p. 11. Milton alfo

has "Jivim in mirth," and "/ztim in joy
"

P. L. B. ix. 1009,

B. xi. 625. The expreffion is fimilar in the next Itanza,

" bathes in blis ;" an exprellion no lefs frequent among the

ancient Englifh bards, and of which Chaucer perhaps is the

father, JVife of Bathes T. 6835. " His herte bathed in a bath

of bliJJ'er See aU'o the note on F. Q. i. i. 46. Todd.
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XL.

" Whofo in ponipe of prowd eilate," quoth flie,

" Does Iwim, and bathes himfelfe in courtly

bhs,

Does wafte his daies in darke obfcuritee.

And in obhvion ever buried is :

Where eafe abownds, yt's eath to doe amis :

But who his hmbs with labours, and his mynd
Behaves with cares, cannot io ealy mis.

Abroad in amies, at home in ftudious kynd.

Who feekes with painfull toile, Ihall Honor

fooneft fynd :

XLI.

" In woods, in waves, in warres, flie wonts to

dwell.

XL. 1. IFkofo kc] The fenfe feems to require that \vp

ihould read and point thus :

** Whoib in pompe of prowd eftate, quoth fhe,
" Does Iwim, and bathes himfelfe in courtly biis ;

" Or xvajies his daies in darke obfcuritee,
" And in oblivion ever buried is;
" Where eafe abownds, yts eath to doe amis :"

That is, The eafy and indolent life, either of a courtier or of

a reclufe, is fubjed to many temptations :

" But who his limbs with labours, and his mynd
" Behaves with cares, cannot fo eafy mis :"

That is, Whofo keeps his mind and body within bounds, by
having them conllantly employed with bufinefs, or with action,

is lefs liable to temptation, caimot fo eafily err ;
for thus mi9

is ufed in F. Q. iii. ix. 2. Church.
XL. 7. Behaves] Here is an inftance of behaves ufed in

its primitive fenfe, Germ, hahen, Anglo-S. habban, gehabban,
to pqffc/s, w/e, or occupy : Somn. " Who behaves, etnploi/cSf

iifcs 6ic., his limbs with labour, and his mind with cares," i. e.

viithjludi/, and thuiioht \
as cura is ufed in Latin. Upton.
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And wil be found vvith perill and with paine;
Ne can the man, that moulds in ydle cell,

Unto her happy manllon attaine :

Before her gate High God did Sweate ordaine,

And wakefull Watches ever to abide:

But eafy is the way and palfage plaine

To Pleafures pallace ; it may Ibone be I'pide,

And day and night her do res to all Itand open
wide.

XLII.

" In Princes Court"—The reft llie would have

fayd,

But that the foolidi man, (fild
with dehght

Of her fweete words that all his fence dif-

mayd, . . ..•

And with her wondrous beauty raviilit quight,)

Gan burne in filthy hift; and, leaping light.

Thought in his baflard armes her to embrace.

With that Ihe, fwarving backe, her iavelin

bright

Againft him bent, and fiercely did menace :

So turned her about, and fled away apace.

XLIII.

Which when the Pefaunt faw, amazd he ftood.

And grieved at her flight ; yet durft he not

XLI. 5. Before her gate &c.] Before Honour's gate. See

Ildiofl, Epy. 2S7, & I'cq, JoilTIN.

", XLII. 6". • baftiird arnieA] That is, hnji arms.

See the notes on "
bajiard t'taie," F. Q. i. vi. 24. Toud.
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Purfew her fteps through wild uiiknowen

wood ;

Befides he feard her wrath, and threatncd

iliott,

AVhiles in the budi he lay, not yet forgott :

Ne car'd he greatly for her prelence vayne,

But turning faid to Trompart ;

" What tbwie

blott

Is this to Knight, that Lady fliould agayne

Depart to woods untoucht, and leave lb proud

difdayne !"

XLIV.

"
Perdy," faid Trompart,

"
lett hei pas at

will,

Leaft by her prefence daunger mote befall. .

For who can tell (and fure I feare it ill)

But that fliee is Ibme powre celeftiall ?

For, whiles flie fpake, her great words di^

appall

My feeble corage, and my heart opprefle.

That yet I quake and tremble over all."

XLIII. 6. Ne card he greatlyfor her prefence vayne,] Tl.at

h, vfelefs; her prelence was of no fervice or. ule to him.

Though vayne may be here ufed according to its more common

iignification, and joined with he, i. e, nor did he, xain man, &c.

Upton".

XLIII. 9. Depart to woods untoucht, and leave fo proud dif-

dai/iie !] Untoucht, intaHa. C.'atull. ni Carm. Nuptial.
" Sic

Virgo dum intuHa manet." Ilorat. L. i. Od. 7-
" Intuttce

Paiiadis." And leave Jo proud difdayne, i. e. And leave lb

proud a difdain behind her; or, and leave us lb difdainfuUy.
Upton .

VOL. III. V
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" And I," laid Braggadocchio,
"
thought no

lefle,

When firft I heard her horn found with fuch

ghafthneffe.
XLV.

" For from my motherswomhe this grace I have

Me given by eternall defliny,

That earthly thing may not my corage brave

Diimay with feare, or caulb one foote to flye,

But either helhfli feends, or powres on hye :

"Which was the caufe, when earft that home

I heard,

Weening it had beene thunder in the ikye,

I hid my fehe from it, as one affeard ;

But, when I other knew, my felf I boldly

reard.

XLVI.

*j^;But now, for feare of worfe that may betide,

Let us foone hence depart." They foone

agree :

80 to his fleed he gott, and gan to ride

As one unfitt therefore, that all might fee

He had not trayned bene in chevalree.

XLV. 4. :— ODe foote to Jii/c,] Tins is

the reading of all the folios, which, as Mr. Upton obferves,

the fenfe requires. The two lirll editions read " on foote,"

and are followed by the edition of 1751. Hughes's, Church's,

and Tonfon's edition of l/jS, join with Upton in reading
"

ofie foote." Todd.
XLVI. 5. H^ had not trayned bene in chevalree.] 'I'he

Knight, who was regularly educated, is always reprefented ill
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Which well that valiaunt courfer did difcerne ;

For he defpifd to tread in'dew degree,

But chaufd and fom'd with corage fiers and

fterne,

And to be eald of that bale burden ftill did erne.

tales of chivalry and romance as governing his fteed with

dignity and eale. Thus alio De St. Palaye tells us: "
II falloit

que r al'pirant a la Chevalerie reunit en lui feul toute la

force neceffaire pour les plus rudes metiers, & 1' adrefle des
arts les plus difilciles, avec les talens d' un excellent hopime de

cheval." See likewife C. iv. ft. 1. Todd.
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CANTO IV.

Guyon does Furor hind in chalnes,

Jndjlop.s Occajlon :

Dt'iivcr.s Phuon, and therefore

By Strije id rayld iippoa.

I.

I N brave poursuitt of honorable deed,

There is I know not what great difference

l^etvvecne the vulgar and the noble feed,

Which unto things of valorous pretence

Seemes to be borne by native influence ;

As feates of arnies ; and love to entertaine :

But chiefly fkill to ride feemes a fcience

Proper to gentle blood : Some others faine

Aug. 3. Delivers Phaon,] This is the reading of the firft

edition. See alfo ft. 36". The fecond edition reads Phedoiiy

and is followed by ever}^ fubfequent edition, except Church's.

Mr. Upton, indeed, in his notes, directs the alteration oiPhedon

to Phaon. Todd.
I. 2. There is I laioiv not what great difference

Betivee/ie the vulgar and the noble J'eed,] Spenfer mud
be tranflated to underftand him,

" Nefcio quod difcrimen

magnum eft:" Between the vulgar, rof a^v>), and the noblefeed,

rov
\v(pvri.

See Plato Repub. v, and the ftoical definition of

iv!pvise,
in Diogenes Laertius. Uptox.

I. J. But chiefly^/kill to ridefeevies a fcience

Proper to gentle blood ;] In the reign of Elifabeth, to

ride well was indeed a fcience diligently cultivated. Numerous
books on the fubjeft were publiflied. The reader will be

pleafed with an example, which powerfully illuftrates this re-
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To menage steeds, as did this Vaunter ; but in

vaine.

II.

But he, the rightfull owner of that fteede,

AVho well could menage and fubdew his pride,

The whiles en foot was forced for to jeed

"With that blacke Palmer, his moft trufty

guide,

Who fuflfred not his wandring feete to flide ;

But when ftrong paffion, or weake flefhhnelie,

mark ; efpecially as it relates to a family, whofe name the

Faerie Qi/ceiie has immortalized ; the noble family of Sciidamore.

The anecdote is cited from a book, not often to be met with,

entitled, Iiijlnidioiis, or Adxice to his Grand/on in three parts :

By William Higford, Efq. Lond. l658. 12mo. In p. 69 he re-

commends " the noble exercife of riding the great horfe. A
knight on horfcbuck is one of the goodlyell fights in the world.

Methinkes I fee Sr. James Scudavwre, your thrice noble Grand-

father, a brave man of amies both at tilt and barriers, after

the voyage of Cales and the Canary Iflands (wherein he per-
formed very remarkable and fignal fervice, under the conduft

of the Earl of EiTex,) enter the tiltyard in a handfome equi-

page, all in compleate armor, embeliihed with plumes, his

beaver clofe, mounted upon a very high bounding horfe, (I

have feen the fhooes of his horfe glitter above the heads of all

the people;) and, when became to the encounter or fliock,

brake as many fpears as the moll, her Mujefty, Q. Elizabeth,

with a train of ladies, like the ftarrs in the tirmanient, and the

whole Court looking upon him with a very gratious afped.
And when he came to refide with Sr. John Scudamore, his

father, (two" braver gentlemen fliall I never fee together at

one time, fugh a father, fuch a fon,) himfelf, and other brave

cavalliers, and fome of their menials and of his fait, to vmnage

every morning fix or more brave uell-ridden horj'es, every horfe

brought forth by his groom in fuch decericy, that Holme-Lacy,
at that time, feemed not onely an Academy, but even the very
Court of a Prince." Todd.

II. 5. WhoJ'uffred not &c.] See the thirty fourth ftanza

in the firft canto of this book. Church.

y3
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Would from the right way feeke to draw him

wide,

He would, through temperaunce and fted-

faftneffe,

Teach him the weak to ftrengthen, and the

ftrong fuppreffe.
III.

It fortuned, forth faring on his way.
He faw from far, or feemed for to fee,

Some troublous uprore or contentious fray.

Whereto he drew in haft it to aoree.

A Mad Man, or that feigned mad to bee.

Drew by the heare along upon the grownd
A handfoni Stripling with great crueltee,

Whom sore he bett, and gor'd with many a

wownd.

That cheekes with teares, and fydes with blood,

did all abownd.

III. 2. He faw from far, or feemed for to fee,] ApoU,
Rhod. Argon, iv. 14:79.

: li(; rU T£ fill) hi r.^ocn fA-'vyiv

"h"IAEN, ^ EAOKHSEN S7ra;,(;^:^ycraii IAES0AI. TppD,
III. 5. j1 Mrtd Man, ^c] Furor, here broken loofe, is

according to the defcription of this Madman in Petronius :

" Quos inter Furor, abruptis ceu liber habenis,
"

Sanguineum late tollit caput
—"

Furor is defcnbed by Virgil as bound. Compare Homer, //.

385, where Mars, the furious god of war, is laid to have been

imprifoned and bonnd in chains. Hence Virgil took his hint,

a« likewife from a picUire of Apelles, mentioned by Pliny,
Nat. Hijl. L. 35. p. 697. Edit. Hard. See yE«. i, 2^8.

 " Furor impius intus
** Ssva fedens fuper arma, et centum vidus ahenis
'* Poft tcrgum nodis, fremit horridus ore cruento."

Upton.



CANTO IV. THE FAERIE QUEENE. 327

IV.

And him behynd a wicked Hag did flalke,

In ragged robes and filthy difaray ;

Her other leg was lame, that Ihe no'te walke.

But on a ftaffe her feeble Iteps did flay :

Her lockes, that loathly were and hoarie

gray,

Grew all afore, and loosly hong unrold ;

But all behinde was bald, and worne away.

That none thereof could ever taken hold ;

And eke her face ill-favour'd, full of wrinckles

old.

IV. 3. Her other leg was lame,] Literally from Homer,
11. Q'. 217.

<t>oXyM -'jj^, ;)^i;^o?
^'"etepon uoaa.

Hefychins, "ETspov wo^a.* to* 'ivx 'cad^oc., 7oy Ivuvo^cv, alluding to this

paffage of Homer : It means, fays Hefychius, one of his legs,
or rather his left leg. The late learned editor of Hefychius,
did not fee the alluhon. Now mpo? is ufed fometimes for left,

and what is left-handed is unlucky. See Pindar, Pi/th. y.
ver. 6"2.

E? Ko-Kov Tfi-^Xii \iccf/.ci-

actro vtv.

So ST£ -a
^b1^, is the left hand, in Plato De Reptib. p. 439- edit.

H. Steph. "aXXd iA.\v
h aTTwOSo-a

%£(g,
btscix ^t h

"trpoc-ayo/xEf*).
And /kt

other leg means here, as in Homer, the left leg. The pidure
of this wicked Hag, is the picture of Occafion, in Phsedrus ;

which has been likewife noticed by the author of the Remarks
on Spenfer :

" Curfu ille volucri pendens in novacula
"

Calvus, comofa fronte, nudo corpore,
" Quem fi occuparis, teneas ; elapfum femel
" Non ipfe poflit Jupiter reprehendere;
" Occafionem rerum fignificat brevem.
*' Effedus impedivpt ne fegnis mora,
" Finxere autiqyi talem effigiem Temporis." Uptos.

Y 4
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V.

And, ever as (lie went, her toung did walke

In fowle reprcch and termes of vile defpiglit,

Provoking him, by her outrageous talke.

To heape more vengeance on that wretched

wight :

vSometimes ftie raught him itones, wherwith

to iinite ;

Sometimes her flafte, though it her one leg

were,

Withouten wliich (lie could not goe upright ;

Ne any evil meanes ilie did forbeare.

That might him move to wrath, and indignation

reare,

VI.

The noble Guyon, mov'd with great remorfe,

Approching, flrft the Hag did thruft away ;

And after, adding more impetuous forfe,

His mighty hands did on the Madman lay,

And pluckt him backe ; who, all on fire

flreightway,

Againft him turning all his fell intent,

With beailly brutiih rage gan him aflay,

And fmott, and bitt, and kickt, and fcratcht,

and rent.

And did he wift not what in his avengement.
VII.

And fure he was a man of miekle might,

V. 3.  him,] Furor. Church.
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Had he had governaunce it well to guyde :

But, when the frantick fitt inflamd his fpright,

His force was vaine, and flrooke more often

wyde
Then at the aymed marke which he had

eyde :

And oft himfelfe he chaunft to hurt unwares,

Whylelt reafon, blent through paffion, nought
defcrvde ;

But, as a blindfold bull, at randon fares,

And where he hits nought knowes, and whom
he hurts nought cares.

VIII.

His rude affault and rugged handeling

Straunge feemed to the Knight, that aye
with foe

In fayre defence and goodly menaging
Of amies was wont to fight; yet nathemoe

Was he abailied now, not fighting fo ;

But, more enfierced through his currifli play,

Him fternly grypt, and, hailing to and fro,

To overthrow him ftrongly did alTa}*,

But overthrew himfelfe unwares, and lower lay :

VII. 7. Whijlcjl reafon, hlcitt tJiroi/gli pa(lio7), nought flefcrr/de:]

Cicero thus defines /«/»/•, viz.
" Mentis ad omnia ciccitas,"

Tufc. DiJ'puf. iii. 5. Upton.
VII. 8. at randon] The old fpelling

of random. See tlie note on randon, bhep. Cal. May. Todu.
VIII. 9- lower] That is, loui. i>ee

the note on deeper, F. Q. i, xi. '2-i. Church.
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IX.

And being downe the Villein fore did beate

x\nd bruze with clownifh fiftes his manly face :

And eke the Hag, with many a bitter threat.

Still cald upon to kill him in the place.

With whofe reproch, and odious menace,
The Knight emboyling in his haughtie hart

Knitt all his forces, and gan foone unbrace

His grafping hold : fo lightly did upftart.

And drew his deadly weapon to maintaine his

part.
X.

Which when the Palmer faw, he loudly cryde,
" Not fo, O Guyon, never thinke that fo

That Monfter can be maiftred or deftroyd :

He is not, ah ! he is not fuch a foe,

As lleele can wound, or ftrength can over-

throe.

That fame is Furor, curfed cruel wight,

That unto knighthood workes much fhame

and woe ;

And /that fame Hag, his aged mother, hight

Occafion; the roote of all wrath and defpight.

IX. 1. And being doiLiie] That is, Him (Guyon) being

downe, &c. Church.
IX. 4-.. Still cald upon &c.] That is, Still called upon him

to kill Sec. An elleipfis. T. Warton.
X. 4. He is not,] Corrected from the Errata, fubjoined

to the firft edition, by the edit, of 1751, by Church's, Upton's,
and Tonfon's of 1/58. All other editions read " He is no."

Todd.
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XI.

" With her, whofo will raging Furor tame,

IMiift firft begin, and well her dmenage :

Firll her reftraine from her reprochfuU blame

And evill meanes, with which Ihe doth en-

rage
Her frantick fonne, and kindles his corage ;

Then, when Ihe is withdrawne or ftrong with-

flood,

It's eath his ydle fury to afwage,

And calme the tempeft of his paflion wood :

The bankes are overflowne when flopped is the

flood."

XI. 2. amenage :] Manage, carriage.
Amenage, V action d' amener. Upton.

XI. 5. cordge :~\
See the note on the

word thus accented, F. Q. ii. i. 42. Todd.
XI. 8. wood :] Mad. See the note

on xvuod, F. Q. i. iv. 34. Todd.
XI. 9- The bankes are ovetfloivne when Jlopped is the flood. ^

Tlie river runs on in its ufual courfe, unlets you flop it ; but,

flopped, it rages and overflows its banks : So, try not to flop
this Madman in his career, but begin firil: with Occafion, the

root of all wrath. See Ovid, Hem. Am. lip.
" Dum Furor in curfu eft currenti cede Furori :

" Difficiles aditus impetus omnis habet."

He feems likewiie to have Ovid in view, where he dcfcribes

Pentheus. The verl'es are fo well turned, and the defcription
is io mai'terly, that I cannot help tranfcribing them.

"
Frullraque inhibere laborant.

" Acrior admonitu eft
; irritaturque retenta

" Et crefcit rabies ; remoraminaque ipfa nocebant.
'' Sic ego torrentem, qua nil obftabat ennti,
"

Lenius, et modico itrepitu decurrere vidi :

" At quacunque trabes obftrudaque faxa tenebant,
^'

Spunieus, et fervens, et ab objice iievior ibat."

UpToy.
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XII.

Therewith Sh* Giivon left his firft emprife,

And, turning to that Woman, fall her lient

By the hoare lockes that hong before her eves,

And to the ground her threw : yet n'ould

fhe ftent

Her bitter rayhng and foule re\ ilement ;

But ftill provokt her fonne to wreake her

wrong :

But nathelelle he did her ftill torment,

And, catching hold of her ungratious tong,

Thereon an yron lock did fallen firme and

ftrong.
XIII.

Then, whenas ufe of fpeach was from her reft.

With her two crooked handes llie lignes did

make.

And beckned him ; the laft help flie had left :

But he that laft left helpe away did take,

XII. 4. ftent] Stiiif, reftrain.

C'huucii.
XII. 7' lie] Sir Giii/o)i. Gu URCH.
XII. 8. "-

tung,] This is the

reading of the lecond edition, which Spenier I'eems to have

intended, by having twice corrected the word, l-'or, in the

firl't edition, it is toiigne, which, in the Errata to that edition,

is corrected tonge ; and, in cloi'er conforniity to llic rhymes,

(agreeably to the poet's pradiice,) was afterwards printed fu/ig.

Th«,'. folif) of 1679, the editions of 17ol, Chunli's, llpt^ni >,

and Tojifon's of 1/58, read to/ig. All others read fongi/c.

1 ODU.
XIII. ,3. him] Her Jon. Cnuiun.
XIII. 4. he] Sir Giti/o/i. C'hlkch.
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And both her hancles fiift bound unlo a (lake,

That the no'te llirre. Then gan her Ibniie

to %e
Full faft away, and did her quite forfake :

But Ouyon after him in haft did hye,

And foone him overtooke in fad perplexitye.

XIV.

In his ftrong armes he ftifly
him embrafte,

Who him gain-ftriving nought at all prevaild ;

For all his power was utterly defafte,

And furious litts at earft quite weren quaild :

Oft he re'nforil, and oft his forces fayId,

Yet yield he would not, nor his rancor flacke.

I'hen him to ground he caft, and rudely hayld,

And both his hands fiiil bound behind his

backe.

And both his feet in fetters to an vron racke.

XV.

With hundred yron chaines he did him bind.

And hundred knots, that did him fore con-

ftraine :

Yet his great yron teeth he ftill did grind

XTV. 4. at earft] hijlantly. So, in ft. ti^.
" Abandon this t'oielbilled place at erjL" Church.
XIV. 5. re'nforitj liemjorced, made frefli at-

tempts. Church.
XV. 1. JVith hundred yron chaines he did him bind,]

" Hunc

fr^ais, hunc tu compel'ce catena," fays Horace, fpeaking of

tliis fame perturbed ftate of mind, reprefented by this monfier

Furor. So Juvenal, Sat. viit.
" Pone iraj fra^na modumque."

Upton.
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And grimly gnafli, threatning revenge in

vaine :

His burning even, whom bloody ftrakes did

ftaine,

Stared full wide, and threw forth fparkes of

fyre ;

And, more for ranck defpight then for great

paine,

Shakt his long locks colourd like copper-
wyre.

And bitt his tawny beard to fliew his raging yre.

XVI.

Thus whenas Guyon Furor had captivd,

Turning about he faw that wretched Squyre,
Whom that Mad Man of life nio-h late de-

privd.

Lying on ground, all foild with blood and

myre :

Whom whenas he perceived to refpyre.
He gan to comfort, and his woundes to

dreffe.

Being at lail recured, he gan inquyre
What hard mifliap him brought to fuch dif-

treffe.

And made that Caytives thrall, the thrall of

wretched nefie.

xvir.

With hart then throbbing, and with watry eyes,
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"
Fayre Sir," quoth he,

" what man can fliun

the hap,

That hidden lyes unwares him to furpryfe ?

Misfortune waites advantage to entrap

The man moft wary in her whelming lap.

So me weake wretch, of many weakeft one,

Unweeting and unware of fuch miihap,

XVII. 2. Fayre Sir, quoth he, &c.] The following ftory
which this young man tells, is taken from the fifth book of

Orlando Furiqfo. Harington, who tranflated Ariofto, mentions

that this ftory too was written by JNIr. Turberville. Part of

the tale Shakfpeare has formed into his play, called Much Ado
about Nothing. Upton.

Mr. Steevens, noticing this pafiage, mentions, however, a
novel of Belleforeft, copied from another of Bandello, which,
" feems to have furniflied Shakfpeare with his fable, as it ap-

proaches nearer in all its particulars to the play before us,

than any other performance known to be extant." And Dr.

Farmer fufpeds that, although Ariofto is continually quoted
for the fable oi Much Ado about Nothing, Shakfpeare was fatis-

fied with the Geneura of Turberville.—Harington, in his notes

on the tranflation of Ariofto, relates that Ibme had affirmed,
" that this very matter, though fet downe here by other

names, happened in Ferrara to a kinfewoman of the Dukes,
which is here figured vnder the name of Geneura, and that

indeed fuch a praAife was vfed againft her by a great Lord,
and difcouered by a damfell as is here fet downe. Howfoeuer
it was, fure the tale is a prettie comicall matter, and hath bene
written in Englifti verfe fome few years paft (learnedly and
with good grace) though in verfe of another kind, by M.
George Tarberuil."—Spenfer feems to have attended alfo to

the moral expofition of the charafters and ftory, in Bellezze del

Furiqfo di M. L. Ariojlo, Venet. 4to. laZ^, pp. 64,65. Todd.
XVII. 6. So me weake wretch, of many weakeft one,

Unweeting and unware offuch mijhap,
She brought to mifchiefe through occafion.

Where this fame :wicked Villein did me light upon.]
This is the reading of Spenfer's fecond edition, which all the

later editions follow, except Church's. The reading of the

firft edition, fays Mr, Church, is to be preferred ;

f
<•
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She brought to mifchiefe through occafion,

Where this fame wicked Villein did me light

upon.
XVIII.

" It was a faithlefle Iquire, that was the fourfe

Of all my forrow and of thefe fad teares,

With whom from tender dug of commune
nourfe

Attonce I was upbrought; and eft, when

yeares

More rype us reafon lent to chofe our peares,

Ourfelves in league of-vowed love we knitt;

In which we long time, w ithout gealous feares

Or faultie thoughts, contynewd as was fitt ;
''

And, for my part I vow, dillembled not a whitt.

** So me weake wretch, of many weakeft wretch,
*'

Unweeting and unware of fuch mifhap,
" She brought to mifchiefe through her guileful trecli,

" Where this fame wicked villein did me wandnn<r ketch."

But, as Mr. Upton has obferved, the alteration in the fecond
edition feems to have been direded by the poet ; and

"
through

occajion is very rightly added, the whole epifode and allegory

plainly requiring it." Todd.
XVIII. 3. With whomfrom tender dug of commune nourfe

Attonce I wets upbrought ;] He feems to allude

to the Italian phrafe, which calls a fofter brother, fratcUo di

latte. 'Tis not to be palfed over likewife, that the Irilh, in

particular, look upon their fofter brothers in a higher degree
of friendfliip and love, than their own brothers

; which Spenfer
takes notice of in his View of Ireland. This confideration

makes the pathos more fenfibly affecting. Upton.
XVIII, 4. eft,] _ Afterwards. See the note

on eft, F. Q, i. ix. 25. Chuhch.
XVIII. S. Or faultie] In the folios this palTage is thus

corrupted,
" Our faultie &cc." And the corruption i:^ admilled
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XIX.
*' It was my fortune, commune to that age,

To love a Lady fayre of great degree,

The which was borne of noble parentage^

And fet in higheft feat of dignitee,

Yet feemd no lelle to love then lovd to bee :

Lono; I her ferv'd- and found her faithfull ftilho '5

Ne ever thins; could caufe us difasiree :

Love, that two harts makes oncj makes eke

one will :

Each ftrove to pleafe, and others pleafure to

fulfill.

'* My friend, hight Philemon, I did partake
Of all my love and all my privitie ;

Who o;reatly iovous leemed for mv fake*

And gratious to that Ladj^ as to mee^
Ne ever wight, that mote lb welcome bee

As he to her, withouten blott or blame ;

Ne ever thing, that Ibe could think or fee,

But unto him Ihe would impart the fame :

O wretched man, that would abufe fo gentle

dame I

into Hughes's firft edition. Dr. Jortinj witliout feeing Spen-
I'er's own editions, rightly emended it, in his Remaiks,

" Or
faultie." Todd.
XX. 1. I did partake] That is, / made^

partaker &c. And yet, in F. Q. v. xi. 32, he leems to ul'e

the word partake for participate :

" And Itreight went forth his gludnefie to partake
" With Beige—" Church.

VOL. III. Z
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XXI.
" At lad fuch grace I found, and meanes I

wrought,
That I that Lady to my fpoufe had wonne ;

Accord of friendes, confent of parents fought,

AfFyaunce made, my happineffe begonne,^
There wanted nought but few rites to be

donne.

Which mariage make : That day too farre

did feeme !

Moft ioyous man, on whom the
fliining funne

Did ihew his face, myfelfe I did efleeme,

And that my falfer friend did no lefs ioyous
deeme.

XXII.
"

But, ere that wiifhed day his beame difclofd,

He, either envying ray toward good,
Or of himfelfe to treafon ill difpofd,

One day unto me came in friendly mood,
And told, for fecret, how he underftood

That Lady, whom I had to me aflynd,

Had both dirtaind her honorable blood,

And eke the faith which (lie to me did bynd ;

And therefore wilht me ftay, till I more truth

ihould fynd.
XXIII.

'' The gnawing anguifli, and fliarp gelofy,

XXII. 2. my toward good,] That is, my
approaching happinefs. Chuuch.
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Which his fad fpeach infixed in my brefl,

Ranckled fo fore, and fellred inwardly,

That my engreeved mind could find no reft,

Till that the truth thereof I did out wreft ;

And him befought, by that fame I'acred band

Betwixt us both, to counfell me the beft :

He then with folemne oath and plighted hand

AfTurd, ere long the truth to let me underftand.

XXIV.
" Ere long with like againe he boorded mee,

Saying, he now had boulted all the floure,

And that it was a groome of bafe degree,

Which of my Love was partner paramoure :

AVho ufed in a darkefome inner bowre

Her oft to meete : Which better to approve,

He promifed to bring me at that howre,

When I Qiould fee that would me nearer

move.

And drive me to withdraw my blind abufed

love.

XXV.
" This graceleffe man, for furtherance of his

guile,

XXIV, 1. he boorded mce,] He addrefed
me. See the note on burd, F. Q. ii. xii. \6. Todd.
XXIV. 2. /lad boulted all thefourc,] Had

fiftcd the whole affair ; bolted it all to the very bran. Chau-

cer, Noil lies Pr. T. 12S1.
" But I ne cannot boulte it to the brenne."

That is, I caiimot Jift it, examine it thoroughly. Hence comes

bolting, an exercil'e of Gray's-Inn, fo naujed from fifting or ex-

amining into fome law points. L'PTOX.

z 2
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Did court the handmayd of my Lady deare,

Who, glad t' embofome his affection vile,

Did all Ihe might more plealing to appeare.

One day, to worke her to his will more neare,

He woo'd her thus ; Pryene, (fo ihe hight,)

A\ hat great del'pight doth fortune to thee

beare,

Thus lowly to abafe thy beautie bright.

That it Ihould not deface all others lelller light ?

XXVI.
" But if flie had her leaft helpe to thee lent,

T' adorne thy forme according thy defart.

Their blazing pride thou wouldefl foone have

blent,

And ftaynd their prayfes with thy leaf! good

part ;

Ne fliould faire Claribell with all her art,

Tho' llie thy Lady be, approch thee neare :

For proofe thereof, this evening, as thou art,

Aray thyfelfe in her moft gorgeous geare,

That I may more delight in thy embracement

dcare.

XXV. 6. Pri/e?ii\\ Her name, in Ariofto, is Dalinda ; in

Shakfpearc, Margaret. But as Spenfer varies in liis names,
fo he varies likewife in many other circumftances from the

original Itory. Upton.
XXVI. 7. as thou art,] That is, lovely

as thou art. Ciiuncii.

XX\'I. f). 17iat I viai/ more Sec] More is here ufed, as

elfew lerc, [or i^reall^. See V. Q. i. x. 49. Ciiukcu.
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XXVII.
" The mayden, proud through praife and mad

through love,

Him hearkned to, and foone herfelfe arayd ;

'J'he whiles to me the treachour did remove

His craftie engin ; and, as he had fayd.

Me leading, in a fecret corner layd,

The fad Ipeciatour of my tragedie :

Where left, he went, and his owne falfe part

playd,

Difguifed like that groome of bafe degree,

Whom he had feignd th' abufer ofmy love to bee.

XXVIII.
" Eftfoones he came unto th' appointed place.

And with him brought Pryene, rich arayd.

In Claribellaes clothes : Her proper face

I not defcerned in that darkefome fliade.

But weend it was my Love with whom he

playd.

Ah God ! what horrour and tormenting

griefe

My hart, my handes, mine eies, and all af-

flxyd!

Me liefer were ten thoufand deathes priefe

Then wounde of gealous worme, and fliame of

fuch repriefe.
XXIX.

" I home retourning, fraught with fowle defpight.

And chawing vengeaunce all the way I went,

z S
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Soone as my loathed Love appeard in fight,

With wrathful! hand I flew her innocent;

That after foone I dearely did lament :

For, when the caufe of that outrageous deede

J)emaunded I made plaine and evident,

Her faultie handmaj^d, which that bale did

breede,

Confeft how Philemon her wrought to chaun^e

her weede.

XXX.
" Which when I heard, with horrible affright

i\nd helhili fury all enragd, I fought

Upon myfelfe that vengeable defpight
To punifli : Yet it better firft I thought

To wreake my wrath on him, that firft it

wrought :

To Philemon, falfe faytour Philemon,

I caft to pay that I fo dearely bought .;

Of deadly drugs I gave him drinke anon,

And walht away his guilt with guilty potion.
XXXI.

" Thus heaping crime on crime, and griefe on

griefe,

To loiie of Love adioyning loffe of Frend,

I meant to purge both with a third mifchiefe,

And m my woes beginner it to end :

That was Pryene ; flie did firft offend,

She laft fiiould fmart: With which cruell

intent,
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AVhen I at her my murdrous blade did bend,

She fled away with ghaftly dreriment,

And I, poLirfewing my fell purpofe, after went.

XXXII.

" Feare gave her winges, and Rage enforll my
flight ;

Through woods and plaines fo long I did her

chace,

Till this Mad Man, whom your victorious

might
Hath now faft bound, me met in middle

fpace :

As I her, fo he me pourfewd apace,

And Ihortly overtooke : I, breathing yre,

Sore chaufFed at my fl;ay
in fuch a cace.

And with my heat kindled his cruell fyre ;

Which kindled once, his mother did more rage

infpyre.
XXXIII.

" Betwixt them both they have me doen to dye,

Through wounds, and fl:rokes, and fl:ubborne

handeling,

That death were better then fuch agony,
As griefe and fury unto me did bring ;

Of which in me yet fl;ickes the mortall fting,

That during life will never be appeafd !" /

XXXII. I. Feare gave her winges,] Virgil, .J?w. viii. 224.
" Pedibus Timor addidit alas." Todd.

z 4
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AVhcn he thus eiitled had liis forrowing,
Said Guyon;

*'

Squvrc, lore have ye beene

difeald ;

But all your hurts may foone through temper-

ance be eafd/'
XXXIV.

Then gan the Palmer thus;
" Mod wretched

man,

That to Affections does the bridle lend !

In their beginning they are weake and wan,

]3ut foone through fuff'ranee growe to feare-

full end :

Whiles they are weake, betinies with them

contend ;

For, when they once to perfect flrength do

grow,

Strong warres they make, and cruell battry
bend

Gainft fort of Reafon, it to overthrow :

Wrath, Gelofy, Griefe, Love, thisSquyre have

Jaide thus low,

XXXIV. Q. That to Affeaions &c.] Afcaions, i. e. paf-

fions. So the Latin, aifectus. The thouj^bt is the fame as in

Seneca, Ilippoli/t.
v. lol.

"
Quifquis in primo obftitit

"
Rcpulitque amorem, tutus ac vicior fuit,

"
Qui blandiendo dulce nutrivit malum,

" Sero. recufat ferre, quod fubiit, jugum." Upton,
XXXIV. 7. Strong warres t/tey make, and cruell battry bend

Gai/ijlfort of Reafon,] This is preparing you
before-hand for the CalUe and Fort, wherein the Soul, Reafon,
and Wifdom, dwell; more minutely defcribed, in F. Q. ii, ix,

JO, ii. xi. 5. UrxoN.
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XXXV.

" Wrath, Gealofie, Griefe, Love, do thus expell:

AVrath is a fire ; and Gealofie a weede ;

Griefe is a flood ; and Love a nionller fell ;

The tire of fparkes, the ^veede of little feede.

The flood of drops, the monfter filth did

breede :

Bat fparks, feed, drops, and filth, do thus

delay ;

The fparks foone quench, the fpringing feed

outweed,

The drops dry up, and filth wipe cleane

away :

So fliall Wrath, Gealof}^, Griefe, Love, die and

decay."
XXXVI.

**

Unlucky Squire," faideGuyon,
"

fith thouhaft

Falne into mifchiefe through intemperaunce,

Henceforth take heede of that thou now haft

paft,

And guyde thy waies with warie governaunce,
liCafl; worfe betide thee bv fome later chaunce.

But read how art thou nani'd,and ofwhat kin."

XXXV. 1. -do thus cxpcll:] That is,

Do tlioa thus expell. Prelently after, Du thua delay, i. e. See

that thou dqi't thus delay, /f«/^ o]f',
take away, &c. Uptok.

XXXA\ 6. delay:] Put auay. So, in

F. (^. iv. viii. 1.
" Till time the temped doe thereof delay

with fufferaunce foft." Criuiicii.

XXXVI. .'>, Lcajl xcorfe kc] Compare Jo/m v. 14.
" Sin

no more, left a worl'e thing come unto thee." Todd,
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" Phaon I hight/* quoth he,
" and do ad-

vaunce

Mine aunceftry from famous Coradin,

AVho firft to rayfe our houfe to honour did

begin."
XXXVII.

Thus as he fpake, lo ! far away tliey fpyde
A Varlet ronning towardes haftily,

Whofe flying feet fo faft their way applyde.
That round about a cloud of duft did

fly,

Which, mingled all with fweate, did dim

his eye.

He foone approched, panting, breathleffe,

whot.

And all fo foyld, that none could him defcry ;

His countenaunce was bold, and baflied not

For Guyons lookes, but fcornefull ey-glaunce
at him fliot.

XXXVIII.

Behind his backe he bore a brafen fliield,

On which was drawen faire, in colours fit,

A flaming fire in midfl; of bloody field.

And round about the wreath this word was

writ,

XXXVI. 7. Phaon] Mr. Upton here rightlj' reads Phaon,
with the firft edilion and Church's. All other editions read

Fhedon. See the note on the Argument. Todd.
XXXVIII. 4. t/iis word] This motto, as Mr.

Church obferves. Hughes's fecond edition, and Tonfon's edi-

tion of 1758, read "
t/iefe words were writ." But this obtru-

five emendation is unnecertarj-. Todd.
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Burnt I doe biirne : Right well befeemed it

To be the fliield of fome redoubted Knight:
And in his hand two dartes exceeding flit

And deadly fharp he held, whofe heads were

dight

In poyfon and in blood of malice and defpight.

XXXIX.

When he in prefence came, to Guyon firft

He boldly fpake ;
" Sir Knight, if Knight

thou bee,

Abandon this foreftalled place at erft,

For feare of further harme, I counfell thee ;

Or bide the chaunce at thine owne ieopardee.

The Knight at his great boldnelTe wondered ;

And, though he fcorn'd his ydle vanitee^

Yet mildly him to purpofe anfwered ;

For not to grow of nought he it conieftured ;

XL.
"

Varlet, this place moft dew to me I deeme,

Yielded by him that held it forcibly :

XXXVIII. 5. Burnt I doe burne :] Nothing is more com-

mon, I had almoft faid more tedious and difgufting in the old

romances, than defcriptions of the imprefies on the fhields of

knights and heroes. The author of the romance of Falmerin

of England, and Boiardo, in the fecond book of the Orlando

Jnnamorato, are uncommonly elaborate in this refpe^t. Perhaps
the origin of thefe blafonries may be attributed to ^fchylus's
account of various fliields in his Sept. Theb. 'J'odd.

XL. 1. Varlet,] Page or Squire. In the old romances
varlet is a common phrafe for thefe attendants upon Knights.
See the note on Swayne, F. Q. i. viii. 13, and on groome, F.

Q. ii. iii, 32, Todp.
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But whence fliold come that harme, which

thou doft feeme

To threat to him that mindes his chaunce t*

abj e ?"

"
Perdy," fayd he,

" here comes, and is

hard by,

A Knight of wondrous powreand great aflay.

That never yet encountred enemy,
But did him deadly daunt, or fowle difmay ;

Ne thou for better hope, if thou his prel'ence

ftay."
XLI.

" How hight he," then fayd Guyon,
" and from

whence ?"

" Pvrochles is his name, renowmed farre

For his bold feates and hardy confidence,

Full oft approvd in many a cruell warre ;

The brother of Cymochles ; both which arre

The fonnes of old Aerates and Defpight ;

Aerates, fonne of Phlegeton and larre ;

But Phlegeton is fonne of Herebus and Night ;

But Plerebus fonne of Aeternitie is hight.

XLI. 2. , Pi/rochles] Correclerl from the Errata. The firft

and fecond editions read Pi/rrhoc/i/r.s. Chuuch.
Ibid. Fi^rockles is /lis name, Sec] Compare the character

of Hotfpur in Shakfpeare. Boy d.

XLI. 8. But Phlegeton is J'o/ine &c.] So all tlie editions,

but they are certainly wrong, as the verfe has lix fe.et. Spen-

fer, I fliould think, wrote thus :

"
Aerates, fonne of Phlegeton and larrc ;

'*
Phletieton, ionne of Herebus and Niulu ;

" But Herebus ^c." Ciiuutii.
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XLII.

So from immortall race he does proceede,

Tliat mortall hands may not withfland his

might,
Drad for his derring doe and bloody deed ;

For all in blood and fpoile is his delight.

I make no doubt that Spenfer gave it thus ;

" But IMilegeton, of Ilerebus and Night."
The conllru(?tion 13 very ealy and natural ;

" Both which are

the fons of Aerates and Defpight, Aerates fon of Fhlegeton
and Jarre, but Phlegeton of Ilerebus and Night ;

and lierebus

lun of .Eternity is hight :" the two buts feeniing to be the

printer's errour. Upton.
XLI. 8. foiiuc of Ilerebus and Night ;] Spenfer

is juft to mythology in reprefentiug Erebus and Night as mar-

ried. In another place this addrefs is made to Night :

" Blaek

iLrebus thy hull)and is," F. Q. iii. iv. 35. T. Wakton.

Phlegeton, according to Spenfer, is the fon of Erebus and

Nox ; according to Boccace, he is the fon of Cocytus ; and

mentioned as an infernal river and deity m Virgil, /Jui. vi. '2t).5.

" Dii quibus impcrium eft animarum, umbra^que filentes

" Et Chaos et F/i/cgetkun
—"

Again, alluding to its etymology, JEn. vi. 550.
"

Quie rapidus ftainmis ambit torrenttbus amnis
" Tartareus I'ldigithnn, torquetque fonantia faxa."

You fee then how proj)e) iy this hery infernal deity is the fup-

pofed father of .Aerates. Jarre is the LUigiiim of Boccace, the

"E I? of Homer, and the DijionUa of Virgil. Aerates, {'Ay.^ixT/<;,)

and DeJ'pight, (Difpetto, maUce, ill-will, 6ic.) are not mentioned

particularly by the mythoh)giits ; but they may be included

under thole vile atfections of the mind, which are faid to be

the offspring of Night and Erebus. The fonnes of Aerates and

Defpight are C^mochlts and Fyroehhs; the former having his

name from y.Zu.x noji modo Jiudus Jed et variorum malorum fre-

que/itia et '-;.» ? gloria, meaning cue who leeks for vain honours

in a lea of troubles ; the latter, from 'mif ignis et k>v«o? gloria.

Jiiternitic alio is meuLionpd in Boccace :

"
Sequitur de JEterni-

tutt, quam ideoveteres Demogorgoni fociain dederc, ut is qui
nuUus erat videretur a^ternus, &c." Upton".

XLII. 3. • • his derring doe] His daring deeds.

See the note on derri.ig duer-'s, F. Q. iv. ii. 38, Todd.
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His am I Atin, his in wrong and right,
That matter make for him to worke upon.
And ftirre him up to ftrife and cruell fight.

Fly therefore, fly this fearefuU ftead anon,
Leaft thy foolhardize worke thy fad confufion.'*

XLIII.
" His be that care, whom mofl it doth concerne,"

Sayd he: *' but whether with fuch hafty flight
Art thou now bownd ? for well mote I difcerne

Great caufe, that carries thee fo fwifte and

light/'
" My Lord," quoth he,

" me fent, and

ftreight behight
To feeke Occafion, where fo flie bee :

For he is all difpofd to bloody fight.

And breathes out wrath and hainous crueltee ;

Hard is his hap, that firfl: fals in his ieopardee."
XLIV.

" Mad man," faid then the Palmer,
" that

does feeke

XLII. 5. Jthi,] The Squire of Pyrochlcs, the
ftirrer up of ftrife and revenge. He has the name ot a goddtls,
whom Homer mentions, and who had juft the fame officer

allotted her :

ATH, /] 'Ej-avTa? aarat. UPTON.
XLII. 8. ftead] That is, jhd, place.

Church.
XLIII. 5.

ftreight behight] Strktli/
conmnanded. Church.

XLIII. 6". ijoherefojhe hce{\ Occafion, in

this line, is to be pronounced in all its fyllables. Hughes pro-
nounces it as three fyllables, and gives

"
wliercjbere flie be."

Church.
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Occalion to Mrath, and caufe of ftrife ;

Shee comes Lmlbugbt, and (honned followes

eke.

Happj ! who can abftaine, when Rancor rife

Kindles Revenge, and threats his rufty knife:

Woe never wants, where every caufe is

caught
And rafh Occafion makes unquiet hfe 1"

" Then loe ! wher bound Ihe fits, whom
thou haft fought,''

Said Guyon ;

"
let that meiTage to thy Lord

be brought."

XLV.

That when the Varlett heard and faw, ftreiglit-

way
He wexed wondrous wroth, and faid ;

" Vile

Knight,
That knights and knighthood doeft with

Ihame upbray.
And fliewft th' enfample of thy childiftie

might.

XLV. 2.  Vile Knight,
That knights and knighthood doejl withJhame vpbray,

Andjhewji th' enfample of thy childijhe might,

JVithjillj/ weake old woman thus to fight !

Great glory and gay fpoile fiire haji thou gott,] Al-

luding to Virgil, ^n. iv. 93.
"

Egregiam veio laudem et fpolia ampla refertis,
"
Tuque puerque tuus, magnum et memorabile nomen,

" Uua dolo divfim fi fasmina vida duorum eft." Jobtin.
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With
filly weake old woman thus to fight !

Great glory and gay ipoile lure halt thou

gott,

And lloutly prov'd thy puiffaunce here in

fight !

That fhall Pyrochles well requite, I wott,

And with thy hlood aholiih io reprochfull blott."

XLVI.

With that, one of his thrillant darts he threw,

Headed with yre and vengeable defpight :

The quivering (teele his aymed end wel knew.

And to his brell itfelfe intended right :

But he was wary, and, ere it empight
In the meant marke, advaunft liis fliield

atween.

On which it feizing no way enter might,
But backe rebowndino- left the forckhead

keene :

Eftfoones he fled awa}^, and might no where

be feene.

XLV. 5.  thus io fig/it /] This is the reading
of the fecond edition, and ieenis more perlpicuous than that

of the firft, which gives
"

ffiat did tight." Mr. Church, how-

ever, prefers the reading of the firft edition. All other edi-

tions read "
tfiu.s to fiizht," except that of IZol, which reads

" thus (lid fight." Todd.
XLV. 6". Great gloiy 8cc.] Ironically fpoken. Church.
XLVI. 1. Iiis thrillant darts] His piercing

darts. See the note on thrilled, F. Q. iii. ii. 32. Todd.
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CANTO V.

Pyrochles does ivith Guyon fight,

Ami Furors chayne untyes,

Who him fore zvoiinds
;
whiles Atin to

Cymochlesfor aydfiyes.

I.

WHOEVER doth to Temperaunce apply
His ftedfaft life, and all his actions frame,

Truft me, flial find no greater enimy,
Then ftubborne Perturbation, to the fame ;

To which right wel the wife doe give that

name ;

For it the goodly peace of ilaied mindes

Does overthrow, and troublous warre pro-
clame :

Arg. 2. And Furors chayne untyes,
Who him yore wounds ; whiles Atin to

Cymochles for ayd flyes.] Tliis is the reading of
the firft edition. The fecond edition reads,

" And Furors chayne unbinds :

"
Of whome lore hurt, for his revenge" Atin Cymochlesyi';/(/s;"

All the later editions follow this reading, except thofe of
Church and Upton, which adhere to the firit. Todd.

J. 5. To which right wel the wife doe give that name; .

Fur it the goodly peace ofjlaied mindes
Does overthrow,] Perturbatio, a perturbando ; for it

does overthrow the peace of the mind. " To which right well
the wife do give that name." See Cicero, Tufc. Difp. iii. 11.
*'

Perturbatio, animi motus, vel rationis expers, vel rutionem

VOL. III. A a
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His owne woes author, who fo bound it findes,

As did Pyrochles, and it wilfully unbindes.

II.

After that Varlets flight, it was not long
Ere on the plaine fall pricking Gujon fpide

One in bright armes cmbatteiled full ftrong.

That, as the funny beames do glaunce and

glide

Upon the trembling wave, fo fliined bright,

And round about him threw forth fparkhng

fire,

That feemd him to enflame on every fide :

His deed was bloody red, and fomed yre,

\\ hen with the muiilpng i'pur he did hmi

roughly ftire.

III.

Approching nigli, he never ftaid to greete,

Ne chaflar words, prowd corage to provoke,

afpernans, vel ration! non obediens : ifque motus aut boni aut

mali opinione excitatur." Again, iv. 15. "
Perturbationcs,

quas funt turbidi animoruni concitatique motus, averfi a ra-

tione et inimiciffinii aicnti vitietjue triuiquilla?." See alio De
Tinib. iii. 11, where wc lind the four perturbations here cha-

rafleriled by Spenfer ; (egrittido, i. e. forrow and diicomfort,

'exemplified in the mother of the Babe with the bloody liand ;

formido, in Braggadoccliio and Trompart; libido, in Cymochles
and Acrafia; r.^onrj, i. e. latitia,Jiu gcjlientis unimi clatio volup^

tuaria, in Phccdria. Urrox.
I. 8. His (tXL'ne xcots author, xchoj'o bound itjindes,'\ That is,

he is the author of his own woes, whofoever finds Perturba-
tion bound or reftrained, and wulfuUy unbinds it, as here Py-
rochles did. Upton.

II. 5. ftire.] Stir, incite. Lat. wc»»

/cret
 

See Junius. Cnt-Rcn.
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But prickt fo fiers, that underneath his feete

The fmouldrino- dufl did rownd about liim

fmoke,

Both hori'e and man nigh able for to choke ;

And, fayrly couching his Iteeleheaded fpearc,

Plim firft llikited with a fturdy ftroke :

It booted nought Sir Guyon, comming neare,

To thincke fuch hideous puiflaunce on foot to

beare ;

IV.

But lightly ftiunned it ; and, paffing by,
With his bright blade did finite at him fo

fell,

That the (harpe fteele, arriving forcibly

On his broad lliield, bitt not, but glauncing
fell

On his horfe necke before the quilted fell,

And from the head the body fundred quight :

So him difmounted low he did compell
On foot with him to matchen equall fight ;

The truncked beaft faft bleeding did him fowly

dight.

IV. 1. pcjl'tg hi/,] As he paired by,
en paffatit. Church.

IV. 5. On his horfe necke] See the note on Ij/on whclpcs,
F. Q. i. vi. 27. Church.

IV. 9. The truncked bcajl] The beaft whofe bodv was •with-

out the head. Lat. truncatus, maimed or mangled. So, in

Lucan,
" Truncata corpora." Todd.

A a 2
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V.

Sore brazed with the fall he flow uprofe,

And all enraged thus him loudly ihent ;

" Difleali Knight, whofe coward corage chofe

To wreake itfelfe on beaft all innocent,

And fliund the marke at which it ftiould be

ment ;

Therby thine arnies feem ftrong, but man-

hood frayl :

So haft thou oft with guile thine honor blent ;

]5ut litle may fuch guile thee now avayl,

If wonted force and fortune doe me not much

favl."

V. 2. flient ;] Reproached, blamed.
*'

Scfiide, to huit, iinpaire. Scendud, hurt or blame : We yet ufe

the word Jh cut for blame or rebuke :" Verftegan.
" Germ. Ichaeu-

deii, dcdccorarc, Anglo- Sax. ]fcenban, to Jhame, to dij'grace.

Chaucer hath/haiden hi the lame I'enl'e, viz. to blame, to Jpoile,

to tnarre, to hurt ." Somii. Upton.
V. 3. Difleali Knight,] The word difleali, from tke Italian

di/leale, as iNlr. Upton alio has obicrved, frequently occurs in

the old romances, and carries with it the higheft affront, figni-

fying perfidious, treacherous, &c. And thus, in French, leal

imported every thing becoming the charader of a worthy

knight. It is thus recorded on the tomb of JNIelF. Ferry de

Croy, Seigneur de Raux, &c. in the Abbey de S. Fueillein,

tliat, in all the high offices which he had filled, he had behaved
" comme bon and leal Chevalier fans faire faute, jufques a la

fin, &c." See Le Maulblee de la Toifon d' Or, tVc. Amft.

l6"89, p. 100. Todd.
Ibid. corage] Corao-e is heart, or

mind. Coragium, in the bafe Latinity, was ufed for cor.

Upton.
V. 7. • blent ;] Confounded, fpoiled

with nii.\ing. Anglo- Sax. blcnban, mij'cere, covfundere.
Upton.

V. 9- doe me not much fayL~\ This is

altered in all the editions, but the lirll, into
" doe not mt imich
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VI.

With that he drew his flaming fword, and

ftrooke

At him fo fiercely, that the upper marge
Of his fevenfolded fliield away it tooke,

And, glauncing on his helmet, made a large

And open gafli therein : were not his targe
That broke the violence of his intent.

The weary fovvle from thence it would dif*

charge ;

NatheleiTe fo fore a buff to him it lent,

That made him reele, and to his breft his bever

bent.

VII.

Exceeding wroth was Guyon at that blow,

And much afhamd that ftroke of living arme

Should him difmay, and make him ftoup fo

low.

Though othervvife it did him litle harme :

Tho, hurling high his yron-braced arme,

favl." To make the accent fall ftronser on me, I would rather

read " doe fiot i>iz much tayl." Upton.
The edition of 1751 had given, without authority and with-

out remark, the very reading propofed by Mr. Upton. Mr.
Church follows the firft edition. Tonfon's edition of 1758 ad-

heres to the fecond and fubfequent editions,
" doe not much

me fayl." Todd.
VI. 2. the upper marge

Of his seven-fuhled Jhicld] This feems to be Virgil's"
clypei extreuios feptemplicis orbes," J£n. xii. 92.5.

T. VVarton.
VII. 5. Tho, hurling high his yron-braced armc,'\ Read,

as one word, ynjn^braced : Then hurling aloft his arm which

A a 3
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He fmote fo manly on his flioulder plate,

That all his left iide it did quite difarme ;

Yet there the fteel ftayd not, but inly bate

Deepe in his flelh, and opened wide a red

floodgate.

VIII.

Deadly difmayd with horror of that dint

Pyrochles vras, and grieved eke entyre ;

Yet nathemore did it his fury ftint,

But added flame unto his former fire.

That wel-nigh molt his hart in raging yre :

was braced about with iron armour, ttX^Iev uvaayp^^i/oi;, Horn.

11. -y. o()'2, (pxayavif «l|a?, //. x.'. 436". Compare Virgil, JEa,

xii. 729.
 

"
corpore toto

" Allc fublatum confurgit Turnus in enfem."

And F. Q. i. viii. 16\— "
high advancino; his blood-thirftie blade." Upton.

VII. 8. Yet f/itrc t/ie Jiecl llayd not, kc] The fword of

Michael thus cuts afunder the Iword of Satan ;

^-
 " nor Jlaid ;

" But with fwift wheel reverfe, deep entering, fhar'd
" All his right fide—" rar. L. B. vi. 325.

Spenfer ufes the fame expreflion, F. Q. iv, iv. 34,
" The

wicked ftee}e—^//«/W ««f, &c." Todd.
Ibid. —r. -. hut inli) bate] That is,

did bite. As ate from eat ; taught from teach ;
fo hate from

hitc. Though the rhyme may excufe, yet 'tis to be defended
from analogy. He favs juft above, ft. 4,

*' the tliarpe fteele

hitt not." This expreilion he ul'cs very often. See F. Q. i- v,

<}, i. vii, 48. So his friend Sidney, Jread. p. 255. " His ene-

mies had felt how fliarp the fword could bite of Philoclea's

lover." Ui»TON.
Mr. Warton has adduced various pafTages from Chaucer in

which 6?7 ///if is applied to/uv//Y/; and from which, although
fimilar exprefiions might be cited from other ancient poets,

^penfer moll probably adopted it. Todd.
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Ne thenceforth his approved ikill, to ward,

Or flrike, or hurtle rownd in warhke gyre,

Remembred he, ne car'd for his faufgard,

But rudely rag'd, and like a cruell tygre far'd.

IX.

He hewd, and laflit, and foynd, and thondred

blowes,

And every Avay did feeke into his life ;

Ne plate, ne male, could ward fo mighty
throwes,

VIII. 7' Orftrike, or hurtle rownd in warlike gyre,"] Hurtle

is corrupted in all the editions except the firft.
'* To hurtle

rownd in warlike gyre," is to Itirniilh wheeling round the foe,

tryhig to ftrike him with advantage. See Ariolto, C. xlv. Z^.
" Or da un lato, or da un' altro il va tentando,
" Quando di qua, quando di la s'aggira."

Again, C. xlvi. 131-
"

L'uno, e I'altro s'aggira, e fcuote, e preme."
Uptov.

Ibid. •

hurtle'] This is the reading of the iirft

edition, which the edition of 1751, Church's, Upton's, and
Tonfon's of 1758, follow. The fecond edition reads hnrlc ;

the retl, hurlen. See the note on hurtle, F. Q. i. iv. 16\ Todd.-
IX. 1. foynd,] Pujhed as in feneing.

Often ufed by Spenfer. Uled alfo by Chaucer. Fr. foin, a

thruft, puiiidre, ferire. Upton.
IX. 3. Ke plate, ne mule,] See the fame expreffion, F. Q.

i. vi. -ia. See alfo INIilton, Par. L. B. vi. 36'8.
"

Mangled
witli ghaftly wounds through plate and 7nail ;" on which words
Ilichardfon has obferved tliat plate is the broad folid armour,
and mail is that compofed of fmall pieces like fliells, or fcales

of filh laid one over the otlier, ^c. The old poets, I may
add, were attentive to the diftinction. Thus, in the ancient

J\Ii(jlery uf Candlcnias-Da^/, printed in Hawkins's Origin of th«

Eng. Drama, vol. i. p. 18, a foldier fays to Herod:
" Full fuerly harneyfed in arms oi plate and mailc,
" The children of Ifraell unto deth we have brought."

Todd.

A a ^
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But yielded paflage to his cruell knife.

But Guyon, in the heat of all his ftrife,

Was wary wife, and clofely did awayt

Avauntage, whileft his foe did rage molt rife ;

Sometimes athwart, fometimes he ftrook him

ftrayt.

And falfed oft his blowes t' illude him with fuch

bayt,
X.

liike as a lyon, whofe imperiall powre
A prowd rebellious unicorn defyes,

IX. 6. Was wary wife,] See the note on wife and wary,
F. Q. ii. i. 4. Todd.

IX. f). And {aMed oft his blowesi That is, he made feints ;

he fal/ifed his thruft in fencing by making feigned partes.
Chaucer fays of Crefeide ;

" Ihe /cZ/ci Troihis," L. v. 1053.
i. e. Ihe a/iedfa/feli/ by, fhe deceived, Troilus. From the Ilal.

fa/fare. Upton.
X. 1. Like as a lyon, ichofe imperiall powre

A prowd rebeihous unicorn defyes, &c.] As to the
ftories told of the fighting of the lyon and unicorn, they are
tit for children, though told by grave writers. Rebellious he
calls it, according to what is fuid of the unicorn, in Job
xxxix. 10, and by the commentators: See Bochart concerning
this creature, and its precious and wonderful horn. The fol-

lowing is tranflated from Gefner,
" The unicorn is an enemy

to lyons ; wherefore as foon as ever a lyon feeth a unicorn, he
runneth to a tree for fuccour, that fo, when the unicorn maketh
at him, he may not only avoid his horn, but alfo dcftroy him :

for the unicorn, in the fwiftnefs of his courfe, runneth agaiull
the tree, wherein his iharp horn fticketh faft ; then, when the

lyon feeth the unicorn faftened by the horn, without all danger
he falleth upon him, and killeth him. Thele things aic re-

ported by a king of .Ethiopia in a Hebrew epiltle unto the

bifhop of Romp. They fpeak of the horn as the mofl ex-
cellent remedy in the world.—There was brought unto the

king of France a very great unicorn's horn, valued at four-

fcore thoufand ducats." Upton.
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T avoide the raili affault and wrathful ftowre

Of his fiers foe, him to a tree apply es,

And when him ronning in full courle he fpjes,

He flips
afide ; the whiles that furious beaft

His precious home, fought of his enimyes,

Strikes in the ftocke, ne thence can be releaft,

But to the mighty viftor yields a bounteous feaft.

XI.

With fuch faire fleio-ht him Guyon often fayld,

Till at the lall all breathlefie, weary, faint,

Him fpying, with freih onfett he affayld,

And, kindUng new his corage feeming queint,

Strooke him fo hugely, that through great

conflraint

He made him ftoup perforce unto his knee,

And doe unwilhng w^orfliip to the Saint,

That on his fliield depainted he did fee ;

Such homage till that inftant never learned hee.

XII.

Whom Guyon feeing ftoup, pourfewed faft

The prefent offer of faire vi6lory,

And foone his dreadfull blade about he cad,

XI. 1. fayld,] Deceived. Lat.

fiilUrc. So, in F. Q. in. xi. \ii.
" So lively and io like, that

living I'enl'e it_/«j//t/." Church.
xi. 4.  queint,] For qucncht,

ext.iiigmllied. Church.
Xf 7. to the Sainf, kc] He calls

hfr " that heavenly iNIayd,"' meaning Gloriana, F. Q. ii. i 28.

See alio F. Q. ii. viii. 4-3. Church.
XII. 3. And foone /us dreadfull blade ahant he cajl,] Virg.

yE//. ix. 441. " Rotat culem t'ulnuneuin." Upton.
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Wherewith he fmote his haughty creft fo hje,
That ftreight on grownd made him full low

to lye ; v

Then on his breft his viclor foote he thrufl :

With that he cryde ;
"
Mercy, doe me not

dye,
Ne deeme thy force by fortunes doome uniuft,

That hath (maugre her fpight) thus low me laid

in dull."

XII. 6. Then on his brejl his viftor foote he thrvjl ;] This is

according to ancient cuftom. " And it came to pafs, uhen

they brought out thofe kings unto Jollma, that Joihua called

for all the men of Ifrael, and faid unto the captains of the

men of war, which went with him, Come near, pvt your feet

upon the necks of t/iem." Hence, figuratively, for mbjedion
and fervitude 'tis frequently ufed, Pj\ viii. 8, I Cor. xv. 25,
Heb. ii. 8, Horn. //.

^'. 6*5, Virg. ^En. x. 4-95, Taflb, C. ix. 80.

Spenfer frequently alludes to this cuftom ; it may not there-

fore be improper to mention it this once. Urxox.
XII. 7. he] Pyrochles. Ciiuucir.
XII. 8. Nc dcemc thj force hy fortunes &c.] A friend of

mine thinks it might be,
" Ne deeme thy force, hut fortunes doome uniuft,
" That hath &c."

That is, Deem it not to be thy force, but the unjuft doom of

fortune, that hath overthrown me : Do not afcribe it to thy

ftrength, but to unjull fortune. Joutin.
There fecms to be no occafion to alter the text. The

fenfe, I think, is. Take not an eftimate of thy ftrength from
the unjuft determination of fortune. The expreftion is parallel
to F. Q. vi. i. 39.

 

*' Ah ! mercic, Sir, do me not flay,
" But fave my life, which lot before your foot doth lay."

Church.
XII. 9- ' maugre her J'pighf] See alfo F. Q. iii.

V. 7. Perhaps he ufes maugre in thefe places, as an impre-
cation, Curje on it. But this is propofed as un uncertain con-

jedure. In F. Q. iii. iv. 15, and in oUicr places, be ufes
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XIII.

Eftfoones his cruel hand Sir Giiyon ftayd,

Tempring the paflion with advizement flow,

And maiitring might on enimy dihnajd ;

For til' equall die of warre he well did know :

Then to him faid ;

"
Live, and alleagaunce

owe

To him, that gives thee life and liberty ;

And henceforth by this daies enfample trow,

That hafty wroth, and heedlefle hazardry.

Doe breede repentaunce late, and lafting in-

fam}^"
XIV.

So up he let him rife ; who, with grim looke

And count'naunce flerne upflanding, gan to

grind
His grated teeth for great difdeigne, and

fliooke

Kis fandy lockes, long hanging downe behind,

nxnigre in the common way, iriaugrc thee, in fpight of thee ;

but again he ufes it in a different way, F. Q. vi. iv. 40.

JORTIX.
INIr. Upton agrees with Dr. Jortin, in confidering 7)iaugre as

an imprecation in the prefent inltance. Several examples of

9ii(ii/g)c,
in different fenles, will be found noticed in their

rel'pective places. Todd.
XIII. 4. For th' equall die &c.] So all the editions. The

fenle, I think, requires that we (hould read,
" For th' unequaH

(lie liic." So, in F. Q. i. ii. 36'.

" In which his harder fortune was to fall

" Under my fpeare ; fuck is the dye of warre."

Church.
XIII. 7- • '

trow,] Believe. So it is

ufed by G. Douglas. CnuKCU.
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Knotted in blood and duft, for grief of mind
That he in ods of armes was conquered ;

' Yet in himfelfe fome comfort he did find,

That him fo noble Knight had mayftered ;

Whofe bounty more then might, yet both, he

wondered,
XV.

Which Guyon marking faid;
" Be nought

agriev'd.

Sir Knight, that thus ye now fubdewed arre :

Was never man, who molt conqueftes at-

chiev'd,

But fometimes had the worfe, and loft by
warre ;

Yet fhortly gaynd, that loffe exceeded farre :

Loffe is no fhame, nor to bee leffe then foe ;

But to bee leffer then himfelfe doth marre

Both loofers lott, and viclours prayfe alfoe :

XIV. 9. bounty] Gcnerofity. Church.
XV. 3. moft] Greatejl. See the

note on ft. 33. "
Mojl delights." Todd.

XV. 5. YetJJiortlij gay/icl, that loje exceededfarre ;] The
which gain far exceeded the lofs. Upton,
XV. 7' But to bee lelTer then /limj'c/je] This is a Grecifm,

^tIwv txviS, minor, i. e. inferior feipfo. So again, in ft. l6\
" That in thyfelf thy Icf'er parts doe move ;"

i. e. thofe parts which are inferior and ought to be fubfervient

to the more noble part,
'* Minor in certamine," Hor. L. i.

Jipift. X. And Milton, Par. L. B. v. J 01.
" But know that in the foul

" Are many lc//er faculties that ferve
" Reafon as chief:" •

Jjrfer, that is, inferior. Upton.
XV. S. '

alfoe:] The reader will
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Vaine others overthrowes who felfe doth over-

throw.

XVI.

Fly, O Pyrochles, fly the dreadful warre

That in thyfelfe thy lelTer partes do move ;

Outrageous Anger^ and woe-working larre,

Direful! Impatience, and hart-murdring Love :

Thofe, thofe thy foes, thofe warriours, far

remove,

AVhich thee to endleffe bale captived lead.

But, fith in might thou didft my mercy prove.

Of courtefie to mee the caufe aread

That thee againft me drew with fo impetuous
dread.''

xvn.
«

DreadlelTe," faid he,
" that fliall I foone

declare :

It was complaind that thou hadfl done great

tort

Unto an aged Woman, poore and bare,

often find, in our old poets, fimilar adaptations for the fake

oi the rhyme. Thus in the Miroiir of Mag. edit. l6"lO, p. 452,
" The found be hateful of thy name alfo." Todd.

XV. 9. Vaine others overthrowes who felfe doth overthrow.l
The way to underluind Spenfer is to tranllate him :

" Fruftra

alios fubvertit, qui fe fubvertit." You fee he is omitted, and

felfe is for himfelf : He in vain overthrows others, who doth
overthrow himfelf. Upton.

Ibid. who/e//e] This is the reading
of Spenfer's own editions, which the editions of 1751, of

Church, Upton, and Tonfon's in 1758, follow. The reft cor-

ruptly reud "
whofc felfe." Todd.
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And thralled her in chaines with ftrono- effort,

Voide of all fuccour and needfull comfort :

That ill befeemes thee, fuch as I thee fee,

Toworke fuch (hanle: Therefore I thee exhort

To chaunge thy will, and fet Occafioii free,

And to her captive Sonne yield his firft hbertee/*
XVIil.

Thereat Sir Guyon fmylde ;
" And is that all,"

Said he,
" that thee fo fore difpleafed hath ?

Great mercy fure, for to enlarge a thrall.

AVhofe freedom fliall thee turne to greatefl
fcath !

Nath'lefie now quench thy whott emboyling
wrath :

Loe ! there they bee ; to thee I yield theni

free/'

Thereat he, wondrous glad, out of the path
Did lightly leape, where he them bound did

fee,

And gan to breake the bands of their captivitee.

XVIII. 3. Great ntcrci/ &c.] Fr. Grandmerci. A great
favour; it deferves great thanks! Ironically fpoken. See
F. Q. ii. iv. 45, and ii. vii. 50. Chuhch.

XVIII. 4. • fcath !] Damage. See the

note on fcath, F. Q. i. xii. 34. The Scotch have tlie following

proverb :
" Better two Jkait/is nor ane forrow." See Adagia

Scotica, 12mo. l6"68. Todd.
XVIII. 5. whott] JfJiot was no un-

common fpelling of /lot. See the note on w^iot, F. Q. ii. i. 5S,

And the tranflation of Boccate's Amorous Fiametta, by Bartho-

lomew Young of the Middle Temple, 4to. bl. 1. 1587. fol. 6'3.

*' The weather (according to the feafon of the yeeie) beeing
verie ichot." Todd.
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XIX.

Soone as Occafion felt her felfe untycle,

Before her Sonne could well aflbyled bee,

She to her ufe returnd, and ftreight defyde

Both Guyon and Pyrochles ; th' one (faid

fhee)

Bycaufe he wonne ; the other, becaufe hee

Was wonne : So matter did (he make of

nought,
To ftirre up ftrife, and garre them difagree :

But, foone as Furor was enlargd, fhe fought

To kmdle his quencht fyre, and thoufand caufes

wrought.

XX.

It was not long ere (he intlam'd him fo,

That he would algates with Pyrochles fight,

And his redeemer chalengd for his foe,

Becaufe he had not well mainteind his right.

XIX. 2. aflbyled] Releafed, or

freed, as in T. Lodge's Sonnet, prefixed to B. Riche's Adven-
tures of Simonides, bl. 1. 4to. l^S-i.

"
he, that feornes the fruite of honeft toile,

" From bace regard hymfelf can fcarce ajjbile."

See alfo the note on ajfuile, F. Q. i. x. 52. Todd.
XIX. 4. /aid fhee] The two firft

editions read hee. This incorretftnefs is followed in the edition

of 17ol. The folio of l6u9 hud rightly altered it to Jhee, which
all other editions have admitted. Todd.
XIX. 7- garre] Caufc. See the note on garre,

Shep. Cal. April, ver. 1. The fecond edition reads do inrtead

of garre, which many editions have followed. The editions

of Church, Upton, and Tonfon's in 1758, adhere to the ori-

ginal word garre. ToDD.
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But yielded had to that fame flraunger

Knight*
Now gaii Pyrochles wex as wood as hee,

And him affronted with impatient might:
So both together fiers engrafped bee,

Whyles Guyon Handing by their uncouth ftrife

does fee*

XXI.

Him all that while Occafion did provoke

Againft Pyrochles, and new matter framed

Upon the old, him ftirring to bee wroke

Of his late wronges, in which flie oft him

blam'd

For fuffering fuch abufe as knighthood fliam'd,

And him dilhabled quyte : But he was wife,

Ke would with vaine occahons be inflam'd ;

XX. 7c affronted] Oppofed. See the note on

aJ'roTited, F. Q. i. viii. 13. Todd,
XXI. 6. dilhabled] Lefencd. Lat. exfenuare.

See Junius. ChURCil.
XXI. 7. - occafions] So the firft and

fecond editions read, which the edition of 1751 follows. The
folios and Hughes read occafion. As Occafioti is all along re-

prefented as a perfon, poilibly Spenfer might here give en-

cheafons, which would have prevented that jumble of ideas

which arifes from either of the former readings. Occafions,

as in the folios and in Hughes, is plainly wrong, as the word,

(whatever it might be) ought to be of the plural number.
Church.

The editions of Upton, and Tonfon in 1758, follow the

poet's own reading alfo. The jumble of ideas, of which Mr.

Church complains, feems not to have occurred in Spenfer's

mind ; for he altered a palfage in his fecond edition, where

occafion is twice introduced in the ftanza, with injury perhaps
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Yet others llie iiore urgent did devife :

Yet nothing could him to impatience entife.

xxir.

Their fell contention ftili increafed more,

And more thereby increafed Furors might,

That he his foe has hurt and wounded fore,

And him in blood and durt deformed quight.

His Mother eke, more to augment his fpight,

Now brought to him a flaming fjer-brond.

Which flie in Stygian lake, ay burning

bright.

Had kindled : that Ihe gave into his bond.

That armd with fire more hardly he mote him

withllond.

in the opinion of feme criticks, to the perfonification; but

with judicious effect, in the opinion of others. See the note

on F. Q. ii. iv. 17. Todd.
XXII. 5. ' his fpight,] This is the

reading of Spenfer's own editions, to wliich thofe of 1751, of

Church, Upton, and Tonfon's in 1758, adhere. The reft cor-

ruptly read ^^ his Jpright." Todd.
XXII. 6. ajtaniing fyer-brond,

WhichJhe in Stygian lake, ay burning bright.

Had kindled:] Mr. Upton, upon fuppolition

that we refer ai/ burning to fyer-brond, does not approve of

reading ay burning, but y-burning. He is unwilling to join ay

(or y) burning to Stygian lake ; for, fays he, the hike of brim-

lione burned not bright, but only fcrved to make darknefs

vijible. I allow, that Milton's idea of this lake was, that it

ferved to make, darknefs vifible, Par. L. B. i. 6"3. But might
not Spenfer's idea of the Stygian lake be different from Mil-

ton's ? The poet has given us the fame image and allegory in

another place, F. Q. iv. ii. 1 .

" Firebrand of hell, firft tynd in Phlegeton
"
By thoufand Furies —"

T. Wauton,

VOL. III. Bb
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XXIII.

Tho gan that Villein wex fo fiers and llrong,

That nothing might fuftaine his furious forfe :

He call him downe to ground, and all along
Drew him through durt and myre without

remorfe.

And fowly battered his comely corfe,

That Guyon much difdeignd fo loathly fight.

At lad he w^as compeld to cry perforfe,
"

Help, O Sir Guyon ! helpe, moll noble

Knight,
To ridd a wretched man from handes of hellifli

wiolit !'

XXIV.

The Knight was greatly moved at his playnt,

And gan him dight to fuccour his diftrelTe,

Till that the Palmer, by his grave reftraynt,

Him ftayd from yielding pitifull redreffe,

And faid ;

" Deare fonne, thy caufeleffe ruth

repreflfe,

Ne let thy flout hart melt in pitty vayne :

He that his forrow fought through wilfulnefle.

And his foe fettred would releafe agayne,
Deferves to tafle his follies fruit, repented

payne/*

XXIII. 1. Tho gan iha,t Villein] So Spenfer's own editions

read, to which the editions of 1751, Hughes's fecond edition.

Church's, Upton's, and Tonfon's in 1/58, adhere. The rell

read,
" Tho gan Me Villein." Todd.

XXIV. 2. ^nd gan him dig/tt] And was making hinifelf

ready. Church.
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XXV.

Guyon obayd : So him away he drew

From needleffe trouble of renewing fight

Already fought, his voyage to pourfew.

But ralh Pyrochles varlett, Atin hight,

When late he faw his Lord in heavie plight,

; ^Under Sir Guyons puifiaunt flroke to fall,

Him deeming dead, as then he feemd in

light,

Fledd faft away to tell his funerall /

Unto his brother, whom Cymochles men did

call.

XXVI.

He was a man of rare redoubted might,

Famous throuohout the world for warlike

prayfe.

And glorious fpoiles, purchaft in perilous fight:

Full many doughtie Knightes he in his dayes
Had doen to death, fubdewde in equall frayes ;

Whofe carkafes, for terrour of his name,

Of fowles and beaftes he made the piteous

prayes.

And hong their conquerd armes for more

defame

On gallow trees, in honour of his deareft Dame.

XXVI. 8. And ho7ig their conquerd armes &c.] It was the

cuftom, in the. ages of romance, to fufpend the fliields of the

conquered on trees. Thus, in Palmerin of England, P« i-.

Ch. 62. Eng. Tranfl. " When he had beiield the caftle he
defired fo long to fee,

—he came to the tr^e •which he faw was

B b2
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XXVIt.

His deareft Dame is that EnchaunterefTe,

The vjle Acralia) that with vaine dehghtes,
And ydle pleafures in her Bowre of BUffe,

Does charme her lovers^ and the feeble

fprightes

Can call out of the bodies of fraile wightes ;

Whom then ilie does trasforme to monftrous

hewes,

And horribly misfliapes with ugly fightes,

i-

Captiv'd eternally in yron mewes

And darklbm dens, where Titan his face never

fliewes.

XXVIII.

I'here Atin fownd Cymochles foiourning,

To ferve his Lemans love : for he by kj'nd

laden tvith the Jheelds of the vanqvijlied Knights, whofe names

being fubfcribed underneath every one, made him to have

knowledge of divers that had beene there foyled." And thus,

in Hawes's Hijl. of Graunde Amoure, edit. 1554. Sign. Y. i.

*'
Belides this gyaunt, vpon every tree

" / didfe hang many a goodlyJhelde
*' Of noble Knightes that were of hye degree,
" Which he had flayne, &c." Todd.

XXVII. 6. trasforme] He follows the

Italian fpelling, trasformare. The fecond and fubfequent
editions read transforme. Upton.
XXVII. 8. in yron mewes] Prifons,

See the note on fnews, F. Q. i. v. 20. Todd.
XXVIII. 2. his Leman's love :] The word leman,

which often occurs in our old romances and poetry, fignifies

a fiocetheart, a concubine. Minfliew derives it from the Fr,

le mjgtion, a darling, a favourite :
"

Others," fays Ruddiman,
" derive it from Teut. laden, to invite, a man, q. d. ladman,

n-' pellcx h peUicicndo. But Mr. Henihaw (which I prefer) de-
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Was given all to luft and loofe living,

Whenever his fiers handes he free mote fynd :

And now he has pourd out his ydle mynd
In daintie delices and lavilh ioyes,

Having his warlike weapons caft behynd,
And flowes in pleafures and vaine pleaiing

toyes,

Mingled emono^ft loofe ladies and lafcivious

boyes.
XXIX.

And over him art, ftryving to compayre
With nature, did an arber greene difpred,

rives it from the Fr. /' aimante, a fweetheart, amqfiu, arnica.**

See Gloff. G. Douglas. Spenfer frequently employs the word.

Todd.
Ibid.  

hj h]i/nd] From his

natural difpofitioH. Ciiuucii.

XXVIII. 6. delices] Delights. See the note

on delices, F. Q. iv. x. 6. Todd.
XXIX. 1. And over him art, Jlryving to compayre

With nature, did an arber green di/pred,} This

whole epifode is taken from Taflo, C. 16", where Rinaldo is

defcribed in dalliance with Armida. The bower of blifs is her

garden." Stimi (fi mifto il culto h col negletto)
*' Sol naturali e gli ornamenti, e i fiti,
" Di natura arte par, che per diletto
" L'imitatrice fua fcherzando imiti.

See alfo Ovid, Met. iii. 157.
"

Cujus in extremo eft antrum nemorale receflVi,
" Arte laboratum nulla, fimulaverat artem
"

Ingenio natura fuo : nam pumice vivo,
" Et lenibus tophis nativum duxerat arcum.
*' Fons fonat h, dextr^, tenui perlucidus und3,
"

Margine grapiineo patulos iucindus hiatus."

Upton.
If this pafTage may be compared with Taffo's elegant de-

fcription of Armida's garden, Milton's pleafant grove may vie

B b3
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Framed of wanton yvie, flouring fayre,

Through which the fragrant eglantine did

fpred

His prickUng armes, entrajld with rofes red.

Which daintie odours round about them
threw :

And all within with flowres was garnilhed.

That, when myId Zephyrus emongft them

blew,

Did breath out bounteous fmels, and painted
colors {hew.

XXX.

And faft befide there trickled foftly downe
A gentle llreanie, whofe murmuring wave did

play

with both. See Par. Reg. B. ii. 289 to 298. He is, however,
under oljiicatious to tbelylvan leene of Spenfer before us. Mr.
J. C. Walker, to whom the literature of Ireland and of Italy
is highly indebted, has mentioned to me his furprife that the
AVriters on modern gardening thould have overlooked the
beautiful paftnral defcription in this and the two following
l1an;:'as. It is wortliy a place, he adds, in the Eden of Milton.

Spenfer, on this.occafion, loll fight of the " trim gardens" of

Italy and England, and drew from the treal'ures of his own
rich imagination. Todd.
XXIX. 5. prickling] So the firft edition reads, to

which thole only of 17.51, of Church, and of Upton, adhere.
Ail the. reft read pnrhnm. Tonn,
XXX. 1. Andjajt bcfidt tlicre triclikd Jhj'flii duune '

A gaUle jtreamey A'c] Compare the following
llanza in the continuation of the Orlando Jtinamoraio, hy^icoio
degii Agoitini, Lib. iv. C. 9.

" Ivi e un mormono afiai foave, e baflb,
" Che ogniun cfie 1' ode lo fa addornientare," L' acqua, eh' io dilii gia per entro un falib
" E paiea che dicelfe nei fonare,
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Emongft the pumy ftones, and made a fowne.

To lull him foft afleepe that by it lay :

The wearie traveiler, wandring that way,

Therein did often quench his thrifty heat,

And then by it his wearie limbes difplay,

(Whiles creeping flomber made him to forget

His former payne,) and wypt away his toillbm

fweat.

XXXI.

And on the other fyde a pleafaunt grove V

Was ihott up high, full of the ftately tree

That dedicated is t' Olympick love,

" Vatti ripofa, ormai fei ftanco, e laffo,
" E gli augeletti, che s' udian cantare,
" Ne la dolce armonia par die ogn' un dica,
" Deh vien, e dormi ne la piaggia aprica."

Spenfer's obligations to this poem feem to have efcaped the
'

notice of his commentators. J. C. Walker.
XXX. 6'. thrifty'] So Spenfer's own

editions read. See the note on thrijly, F. Q. i. x. 38. The

folios, Hughes's editions, and Tonfon's of 1758, improperly
read thirjiy. Todd.
XXXI, ]. And on the other fyde &c.] It is not eafy to

know what Spenfer had in his mind here. At the Olympick
Games the vidlors were crowned with the wild olive ; at the

Nemean Games, with parjly. I know of no vidory which

Hercules gained in Nemea, except his killing the lion there,

Hercules was crowned with the -wild olive at tlie Olympick
Games. His favourite tree, however, was the

;po/)/fl?'.

JOUTIN.
The flately tree, dedicated to Jupiter, is the oak ; and the

ftately tree, dedicated to his fon Alcides, (for fo the paffage is

to be fupplied,) is the poplar. See Broiikh. on TibuUus,

p. 82. Spenfer fuppofes that the poplar was then firll dedi-

cated to Hercules, when he Hew the lion in Nemea. The

reader, at his leifure, may confult what Servius and the other

commentators have obferved on Virgil, Eel, vii. 6l. "
Popidus

Alcidce gratiffima." Utton.

B b 4



376 THE FAERIE QUEENE. BOOK II.

And to his fonne Alcides, whenas hee

In Nemus gayned goodly vi6loree :

Therein the mery birdes of every forte

Chaunted alowd their chearefull harmonee,

And made emongft themfelves a fvveete

confort,

That quickned the dull fpright with muficaU

comfort.

XXXII.

There he him found all carelefly difplaid,

XXXT. 5. In Nemus] So 8penfer correfted it in the

Errata fubjoined to the firft edition. It had been printed

Netmvs, which Mr. Church has admitted into the text. The
lecond edition reads "

Gayiid in licviea ike." The folios,

Hughes's editions, and Toiifon's of 1758, read " Gaui'd in

Ncmcea &:c." And Mr. Church thinks the poet might have

intended,
" In Ncnica gaijned &c." But ]\lr. Upton, who fol-

lows the tirft edition, obferves that, as Spenfer altered Nctitiiis

into Nefnus, he has adhered to that direction ; particularly as

the editor of the fecond edition feems to him never to have
feen Spenfer's corrections of the errours of the piefs. The

poet, he adds, often gives his proper names, in imitation of

Chaucer and Gower and the Italian poets, both a new fpel-

ling and a new termination, Todd.
XXXII. 1. There he him found &c.] Compare C. xii, ^.70

of this book, Scenes of this kind are frequent in romance,
I will cite an inftance from the Hijl. of Fahuendos,fon to themajl
renowned Palmerin D' Oliva, 4to. bl. 1. Ch. xxi. *' So went they
both together to the fountain, where Palmendos was unarmed

by the Princcfs Francelina and her damofels, and a coftly
mantle was brought to wrap about him : Then fate he down

by his Lady, in another chair covered all over with gold.
There was lillies, rofes, violets, and all the fweet flowers that

the earth afforded, and of incomparable beauty : The maidens

beguiled the time with fundry founds of inftruments, and

thereto fung many dainty canzonets, as if Apollo, Orpheus,
Ariou, and all the other fathers of heavenly mufick had been
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In fecrete flmdovv from the funny ray,

On a fweet bed of lillies foftly laid,

Amidll a flock of damzelles freQi and gay,
 

That rownd about him diflblute did play

Their wanton follies and light meriment ;

Every of which did loolely difaray

Her upper partes of meet habiliments,

And lliewd them naked, deckt with many ornn*

ments.

prefent ;
which fo attraded the fences of the Prince, as his

memory began to wax drowfie and forgetful, imagining himfelf

in a very beatitude ike." Todd.
XXXII. 5. That rownd about him dijjolutc did play

Their wanton follies &c.] Spenier often ufes

the verb play, in this fenfe, with an accufative cafe. Thus,

in r. Q. 1. x^. 31.
" A multitude of babes about her hong
"

Flailing their fports
—•"

Again, F. Q. i. xii. 7.
*' The fry of children young

" Their wanton fports and childifli mirth did play."

Again, F. Q. iv. x. 46".

" Then do the falvage beafts begin to play
" Their pleafant frilkes —"

See alfo F. Q. iv. x. 42, v. i. 6", vii. vi. 6, and the Hymne of

Luvc, a. 36. To thefe we may add F. Q. iv. x. 26*.

"
did.//Jor^

" Their fpotlelTe pleafure, and fweet loves content."

We find play ufed after this manner in Milton, P. L. B. v. 295.
• •

" For Nature here
" Wanton'd as in her prime, and play'd at will
" Her virgin fancies —"

Play is not at prel'ent ufed arbitrarily with any accufative cafe.

But perhaps I have refined in fome of thefe inftances.

T. Warto>^
XXXII. 7. Every of which did Sec] Compare ft. 63, &c.

in the twelftli canto of this book, and Camoi-ns's defcription

there cited in the note. Todd.
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XXXIII.

And every of them Itrove with mod deho-hts

Him to aggrate, and greateft pleallires lliew :

Some framd faire lookes, glancing like even-

ing lights ;

Others fweet wordes, dropping like lionny

dew;
Some bathed kilTes, and did foft embrew

The fugred licour through his melting lips :

One boailes her beautie, and does yield to vew

Her dainty limbes above her tender hips ;

Another her out boaftes, and all for tryall ftrips.

XXXIII. 1. And every of them Jlroxe Sic.'\ Compare thefe

33d and 3-ith ftanzas with TalTo, C. xvi. 18, and 19, from
which they are tranflated. Upton.

Ibid. mod delights] That is,

greateji. See before, ft. 15, and F. Q. vi. ii. 31. This is an
ancient form of expreflion. Thus, in Bevis of Hampton :

" And now the mq/i wretch of all,
*' With one ftroke, doth make me fall :"

That is, the greateji wretch. Todd.
XXXIII. 6". The fugred &c.] Siigred, to exprefs exceffive

fweetnefs, was a frequent epithet with the poets of this age,
and with thofe of the ages before it. It anfwered to the

mellitus of the Romans. T. Warton.
It has been ingenioufly obferved, that, vihenfiigar was firft

imported into Europe, it was a very great dainty ; and there-

fore the epithet fugred is ufed by all our old writers meta-

phorically to exprefs extreme and delicate fweetnefs. See the

Reliques of Anc. Eng. Foetrij, 4-th edit, note, p. 198. Tlie

readfr, 1 am porfuaded, will not confider the illuftration,

which I fliall add from the very fcarce poem by Lydgate, en-

titled The Chinie and the Bi/rde, as uiiinterefting or inelegant :

"
It was a very heauenly melody

" Euen and morow to heare the byrdes fonge,
" And the Uvete fugred erniony
" Wiih vncouth warbles and tunes draw alonge."

TODD^
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XXXIV.

He, like an adder lurking in the weedes,

His wandring thought in deepe deilre does

fteepe,

And his frayle eye with fpoyle of beauty

feedes :

Sometimes he falfely faines himfelfe to lleepe,

AVhiles through their hds his wanton eies do

peepe
To fteale a fnatch of amorous conceipt,

Whereby clofe hre into his hart does creepe :

So' he them deceives, deceivd in his deceipt,

Made dronke with drugs of deare voluptuous

receipt.
XXXV.

Atln, arriving there, when him he fpyde

Thus in ftill waves of deepe delight to wade,

Fiercely approching to him lowdly cryde,
"
Cymochles ; oh ! no, but Cymochles iliade.

In which that manly perfon late did fade !

What is become of great Aerates fonne .''

Or where hath he hong up his mortall blade,

XXXIV, 8. So' he them deceives,] So Spenfer's own edi-

tions read ; but neither Mr. Charch nor Mr. Upton adhere tO'

them. They prefer the omilhon of he, as in the fohos and in

liuahes's editions. But it feems to me that Snenfer defmncd

the pronoun to ftand ; there is indeed a comma atter it m his

own editions, which might have been the intended mark of-

ehfion, and had lUpped down at the prefs. 1'odd.

XXXV. 2. Thus injiill waves &c.] See ¥. Q. ii. viii. 24,

and i. xii. 17. Ciiuucii.
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That hath lb many haughty conquefts vvonne ?

Is all his force forlorne, and all his glory donne V*

XXXVI.

Then, pricking him with his fliarp-pointed dart.

He laid ;
*'

Up, up, thou womanifh weake

Knioht,

That here in Ladies lap entombed art,

Unmindfull of thy praife and proweft might.
And weetlelTe eke of lately-wrought defpight ;

Whiles fad Pyrochleslies on fencelelle ground,
And groneth out his utmoll grudging fpright

Through many a ftroke and many a llreaming
wound.

XXXVI. 2. Up, vp, thou wo7nani/]i xveaJce Knight,] This

alfo is imitated from Ubaldo's fpeech to Rinaldo, whom he

finds in the bower of Armida, Tafifo, C. xvi. 33.
"

Qual fonno, 6 qual letargo ha fi fopita
" La tua \irtute, o qual vilta V alletta?
"

Su, fu, te il campo, e te GoftVedo invita,
" Te la fortuna, e la vittoria afpetta."

Fairfax thus tranflates thefe lines, with Spenfer in his eye:
" What letharge hath in drowfinefs uppend
"
Thy courage thus ? what floth doth thee infeft ?

"
Up, vp, our camp and Godfrey for thee fend,

" Thee fortune, praife, and vidtnry expeft."

WomaniJIi weak knight, is Homerick, 'Aya,\h<i, iy. ir A%«ioi II.

C. 235. See alfo Virg. JEn. ix. 6l7. Or he expreflfes Taffo,

C. xvi. 32.
"

Egregio campion d'una fanciulla," which Fairfax

very well tranflates,
" A carpet champion for a wanton dame."

Upton.
XXXVI. 3. That here in Ladies lap &c.] The fame ex-

preflion of reproach occurs in B. Riche's Adventures of Si-

monides, laS-l', where he is fpeaking of Love, Sign. Q. ij.
b.

" ile daunteth none but limple fottes, who, lulde in

Ladies lappes,
" Do deenie thei liue in greateft blifle, &e." To do.
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Calling thy help in vaine, that here in ioyes art

dround."
XXXVII.

Saddeinly out of his delightfull dreame

The Man awoke, and would have queftiond

more ;

But he would not endure that wofull theame

For to dilate at large, but urged fore.

With percing wordes and pittifuU implore.

Him hafty to arife : As one affright

With helliih feends, or Furies mad uprore.

He then uprofe, inflamd with fell defpight.

And called for his armes ; for he would algates

fight :

XXXVIII.

They bene ybrought; he quickly does him dight,

And lightly mounted pafleth on his way ;

XXXVII. 2. would have quejl'umd more ;]

Would have quellioned greatly, that is, would have alked many
queftions. Church.
XXXVII. 3. But he] Atin. Church.
XXXVII. 5. and •pittifuU implore,] Implore

is here ufed as a fubftantive. Todd.
XXXVII. 9. ucould algaies^jfight :] Would

by all means fight. See before, ft. 20. It is uled in the lame
lenfe by G. Douglas. See Ruddiman's Gloflary, V. Algate,

algatis, q. d. all gates, everi/ uat/, wholly. And Tyrwhitt's
Gloff. Chaucer, V. Algates, Algate, adv. Sax. always. Fr.

toutesfois. Compare alio F. Q. ii. ii. 12.
" Which when Sir Guyon faw, all were he wroth,
" Yet algates mote he loft himfelfe appeafe :"

That is, Sir Guyon was extremely wroth, yet by every method
it was necefi'ary for him to appeafe his wrath; or, as Mr. G.

Mafon, in his Supplement to Johnfon's Didionary, interpret*
-the word in this pallage, iiexerihelefs. Todd.
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Ne Ladies loves, ne fweete entreaties, might

Appeafe his heat, or haflie paiTage ftay ;

For he has vowd to beene avengd that day

(That day itfelfe him feemed all too long)
On him, that did Pyrochles deare difmay :

So proudly pricketh on his courfer ftrong,

And Atin ay him pricks with fpurs of ihame and

wrong.
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CANTO VL

Giii/on is of imjnodeji Merth

Led into loofe defyre ;

Fights with Cymochles, whiles his bro-

ther burnes infuriousfyre.

I.

A HARDER leffon to learne continence

In ioyous pleafure then in grievous paine :

For fvveetnefTe doth aUure the weaker fence

So flrongly, that uneathes it can refraine

From that which feeble nature covets faine :

But griefe and v/rath, that be her enemies

And foes of hfe, (he better can reftraine :

Yet Vertue vauntes in both her vidories ;

And Guyon in them all fliewes goodly mayfteries.

Arc. 1. Guyo7i is &c.] Taken from TaiTo's enchanted

ifland. See the note on It. 15. Upton.
I, 1. A harder kjO'on &c.] It is a harder leflbn to learn

temperance in pleafure and profperity, than in pain and ad-

verfity, &c. Upton.
I. 7. reftraine :] The firft edition

reads abjlaitie ; the iecond, reftraine; to which every fubfequent

edition has adhered. Mr. Upton has however obferved that

abjlaine meant keep from, the prepofition being contained in

the verb ; but that rejlruine, being an eafier reading, was to be

preferred. Todd.
I. 8. Yet Vertue vauntes in both her viBories ;] In bothy

'' rebus in arduis, nou fecus in bonis :" Compare F. Q. v: v, 38,
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Whom bold Cyniochles travelling to finde,

With cruell purpofe bent to vvreake on him

The wrath which Atin kindled in his mind,

Came to a river, by whofc utmoii; brim

Wayting to pafie he faw whereas did fvvim

Along the fliore, as fwift as glaunce of eye,

A litle gondelay, bedecked trim

With boughes and arbours woven cunningly,
That like a litle forreft feemed outwardly.

III.

And therein fate a Lady frefli and fayre,

Makins! fw^eete folace to herfelfe alone :

Sometimes flie fong as lowd as larke in ayre,

I believe Spenfer had that truly philofophical fentiment in

view, which Xenophon gives to Gobrias, Cyr. Injl. €»€. ^.

A&XEJ ^i tAOi, u YJiJpi, ^aXtTtuTipov Uvoci
sypeiv a?tf'p» rayafa y.aXa/f (ptfovToc,

h TO. y.xxa,' Ta utv ya-D i/Qfiv tok '^co^XoK, Ta at
O'ui^foavvr.v Toi? Eayic

Ix'TTQih. The fame obfervation we tind in other writers.

Phsedria here reprefents, in perfon, the infokns latitia in

Horace, L. 2. Od. 3. Upton.
I. 8. her tu'iories ;] So the firll

edition reads, which Hughes's fecond edition, the editions of

1751, of Church, Upton, and Tonibn in 1758, follow. The
reft read " Mci/- vidories," Todd.

H. 1. Whom bold Cymochles &c.] When the mind is con-

fcious of having performed its duty in fome inftanccs; the felf-

applaufe, or the flattery of others, is apt to throw it off its

guard at the approach of different temptations : This too is

often the cafe when, after fome vigorous exertion, the mind

lofes its bent, and falls a prey to dillipation or idle amufe-

ments. Boyd.

Compare the condud of Cymochles at the conclufion of

the laft canto, with his yielding (in the prefent) to the allure-

ments of Phaedria fo completely, as " that of no worldly thing

he care did take," ft. 28. Todd.
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Sometimes (lie laught, that nigh her breath

was gone ;

Yet was there not with her elfe anv one,

That to her might move caufe of meriment :

Matter of merth enough, though there were

none,

She could devife ; and thoufand waies invent

To feede her foohlli humour and vaine iolhment.

IV.

"Which when far off Cymochles heard and faw,

He lowdly cald to luch as were ahord

The httle barke unto the fliore to draw,

And him to ferry over that deepe ford.

The merry Mariner unto his word

Soone hearkned, and her painted bote

flreightway

Turnd to the Ibore, where that fame warhke

Lord

Slie in receiv'd ; but A tin by no way
She would admit, albe the Knight her much

did pray.

III. 4. that mgh her breath was gone ;] This

is the reading of the fecoiid edition, to which every i'ubi'equent

edition has adhered. The proverbial reading of the iirlt edi-

tion,
" as merry as Pope June," was, no doubt, confidered by

the poet on fecond thoughts unwortliy a place in an epick

poem. Mr, Upton notices the exiftence of the proverb, As

merie as Pope John, in the old play of Damon and Pythias, and

in Fox's Ads and jSluniimenis. Todd.
III. 6". That to her might move &c.] So the firft edition

reads, which the editions of 1751, of Church, and Upton,
follow. All the reft read " That ;«/^/// /o /jcr ice." Tqu©.

VOL. III. C C
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V.

Eftfoones her fhallow fliip a\vay did fllde,

More fwift then fwallow flieres the liquid (kye,

Withouten oare or pilot it to guide,

V. 2. More fwift then fwallow Hieres the liquid Jki/c,] liii>

tated perhaps from Ariolto, C. xxx. 11.

" Per r acqua il legno va con quclla fretla,
" Che va per 1' aria iroiidine, che varca."

And the expreffiony/^crcs he borrowed from Virgil,
" radit iter

iiquidum," .En. v. 217. See alfo ^lilton, Pur. L. B. ii. 634.

Upton.

Mr. Upton produces the expreffion of "Jhtrcs the liquid

fkye," as one of Spenfer's Latinifms, from " radit iter Iiqui-

dum ;" and adds, that jNIilton has likewife the fame Latin

metaphor, where Satan ''

Jhaxcs with level wings the deep,"

Vitr. ]j. B. ii. ()34-. Buty/mre and J}2ear are perhaps as different

as rado and tondeo. And "
tufidet iter Iiquidum" would, I

I believe, be hardly allowed as fynonymous to " radit iter

Iiquidum." My opinion is therefore, that Spenfer here in-

tended no metaphor, but that he ufedy^crc iorjhare, to cut or

diiidCf as he has manifeftly in ft. 31.
"

Cymochles fword on Guyons fliield yglaunfV,
" And thereof nigh one quartery/zcor^/ away:"

That is, cut uwoy nigh one quarter. And in the following in-

(lances, for the reafon above ailigned, we ought to interpret

Ihnre or (lure to ciit, or divide, F. Q. iii. iv. 33, iii. iv. 42, iv.

ii, 17, ike. So Milton, of Michael's fword, Par. L. B. vi. 326.
"

decp-enteringy/mr't/
« All his right fide." T. Wartok.

V. 3. Witlmitm oarc or pilot it to guide, &c.] This felf-

moved and wondrous Ihip of Phsdria may be matched with

the no lefs wondrous Ihip of Alcinous. Old Homer is the

father of poetical wonders, and romance writers are gene-

rally his imitators. The tripods likewife that Vulcan made were

lelf-moved. Phaedria's bark moves fpontaneoufly, direded

or Iteered by the turning of a pin. Peter of Provence and

the fair Magalona rode through the air on a wooden horfe,

which was directed by the turnmg of a pin. See Hijt. of Don

Qui.wfe. This illuftrates the ttory in Chaucer, where the king

of Araby fent to Cambufcan a hoife of brass, which, by turning

of a pin, would travel wherever the rider pleafed. Compare
this wouderful bark, with that mentioned in Taffo, where the



CANTO Vr. THE FAERIE QUEENE. 387

Or win2:ed canvas with the wind to flv :

Onely (he turnd a pin, and by and by
It cut away upon the yielding wave,

(Ne cared flie her courfe for to apply,)

For it was taught the way which flie would

have,

And both from rocks and flats itfelfe could

wifely fave.

VI.

And all the way the wanton Damfell found

New merth her Palfenger to entertaine ;

For flie in pleafaunt purpofe did abound,

And greatly ioyed merry tales to fayne.

Of which a ftore-houfe did with her re-

maine ;

Yet feemed, nothing well they her became :

For all her wordes ihe drownd with laughter

vaine,

Knights go on board a ftrange veflcl fleered by a Fairy,

C. XV. 3.
" Voider picciola nave, e in poppa quella,
" Che guidar gli dovea, fatal donzella." Uptox.

V. 6\ It cut away] I lomewhat queftion whether ai:ay

ftiould not be thus divided,
"

It cut a xtaij"
—" xuim I'ecat lila

per undas." See alio ft. 28.
" About her little frigot therein

making uoy." And F. Q. \ v. 28.
" Her ready uay ftic

makes." Again, i. xi. 18.
*' He cutting ivay with his broad

failes." Upton.
V. 7. Ne cared JJie her courfe for to apply,] Nor was (lie

concerned to mind which way the fteered. So apply is ufed,

F. Q. i. X, 46'.

" Ne other worldly bufines did apply." Cnuncir.
VI. 3. purpofe] CuinerJ'alion. CiiuuCH.

C C Q
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And wanted grace in uttVing of the fame.

That turned all her pleafauiice to a fcofiing

game.
vir.

And other whiles vaine toyes (lie would devize,

As her fantafticke wit did moft deliiiht :

Sometimes her head (lie fondly would aguize

With gaudy girlonds, or frefli flowrets dight

About her necke, or rings of ruflies plight :

Sometimes, to do him laugh, {he would afiay

To laugh at lliaking of the leaves light,

Or to behold the water worke and play

About her little frigot, therein making way.
-

VIII.

Her lio-ht behaviour and loofe dalliaunce

Gave wondrous great contentment to the

Knight,
That of his way he had no fovenaunce,

Nor care of vow'd revenge and cruell fight ;

VI. 8. And wat)ted grace] The fecond and fubfequeut
folios read " And wanting giace ;" which errour is admitted

into the text of Toiifon's edition in 17^8. Todd.
VII. 3. "would aguize] Deck or adorn.

So, in F. Q. iii. ii. 18,
"
WondrouOy aguizd," wrought after

a peculiar guij'e or fafliion." And F. Q. v. iii. 4.
" Rich

aguizd," riclily ornaniented. Anglo-Sax. pija,
Ital. guifa, Fr.

gui/e, to which a is added. Upton.
VII. 5. of rujiies plight:] Folded. So

Chaucer, Tr. and Cr. ii. 1204, of a letter ;

" Yeve me the labour it to Ibwe and plite :"

Tliat is, to ftitch andfold it. T. Warton.
VIII. 3. Ibvciiaunce,] Remembrance

Fr. CiiuKcii.
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But to weake wench did yield his martiall

might.
So eafie was to quench his flamed minde

With one Iweete drop of ienfuall dehght !

So eafle is t appeaie the ftorniy winde

Of mahce in the calme of pleafaunt womankind !

IX.

Diverfe difcourfes in their way they fpent ;

Mongil which Cymochles of her queftioned

13oth what flie was, and what that ufage

ment,

"\'III. 5. But to weaJic wench &c.] Some late editors of

Shakfpeare have endeavoured to prove, that wench did not

anciently carry with it the idea of meannefs or infamy. But
in this phxce it plainly fignities a loofe woman ; and in the fol-

lowing paflages of Chaucer. January having lufpeded his

wife May's conjugal fidelity, May anfwers,
"

I am a gentle-

woman, and no wench," Merch. T. 1719- And, in the Houfe
of Fame, xcench is coupled with groom, ver. 200".

" Lord and ladie, grome and wench."

And in the Manciple's Tale, ver. 17^6.
*' And for that totber is a pore woman,
" And lliall be called his wench, or his lemman."

We mud allow, notwithllanding, that it is ufed by Douglas,
without any dilhonourable meaning. The following pali'age

in Virgil,
"
audetque viris concurrere virgo," is thus expreflcd

in the Scotch iEneid :

" This wcnj'che ftoutly rencounter durft with men."
But I believe it will molt commonly be found .in the fenfe

given it by Chaucer. In the Bible it is ufed for a girl,
" And

& wench told him, &c." T. Wauton.
VIII. 7. one fweete drop of fcnfuall delight /] Lu-

cretius, the warmell of the Roman poets, has given us this

metaphor, L. iv. 1054.
>

" dukedin is in cor
" Stillavit jS-(/^^«."

T. Warton.

c c3



390 THE FATLRIE QUEEXE. BOOK IT.

Which in her cott llie daily practized :

'• Vaine man," iaide flie,
" that wouldeft be

reckoned

A ftraunger in thy home, and ignoraunt
Of Phffidria, (for fo my name is red,)

Of Pha^dria, thine owne fellow ferva{mt;

For thou to ferve Acrafia thy felfe doeft vaunt.

X.

" In this wide inland fea, that hight by name
The Idle Lake, my wandring Ibip I row,

That knowes her port, and thether fayles by
ayme,

Ne care ne feare I how the wind do l)low,

Or whether fwift I wend or whether flow :

Both flow and fwift alike do ferve my toiu*ne ;

Ne fwelling Neptune ne lowd-thundring love

Can chaunge my cheare, or make me ever

mourne :

My litle boat can fafely paffe this perilous

bourne."

IX. A. cott] Cott is a little boat.
"
They

call, in Ireland, cots, things like boalp, but very unfliapely,

being nothing but iVjuare pieces of tunber made hollow." See
Gerard Boate's Nat. Hist, of Ireland, p. fi-i. Ciiuncii.

X. (). ^///y ;^e/77o«/* bourne.] Bourn is fimply
nothing more than a buundary. Dover-cliff is called, in K,
Lear,

"
this chalky bourn," that is, this chalky- boundary of

England towards France, A. iv, S. vi. See alfo Furetiere in

Borne, and Du Cange m Borna. In Saxon, burn, or burna, is a

Jtream of water, as is bourn at prefent in fome counties ; and, as

rivers were the moft diltinguifhable aboriginal feparations or
divifions of property, might not the Saxon word give rile to the
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XI.

Whiles thus flie talked, and whiles thus Iho*

toyd,

They were far paft the paiTage which he

fpake,

And come unto an Ifland wade and voyd.
That floted in the midft of that great Lake ;

There her fmall gondelay her port did make.

And that gay payre iffewing on the fliore

Dilhurdned her : Their way they forward

take

Into the land that lay them faire before,

Whole pleafaunce ilie him fhewd, and plentiful!

great ftore.

French home f In the prefent pafTage, bourne is a riier, or ra-

tlier njirait ; but feeniingly alfo in the fenfe of dhijion or Jcpcr-

ration ; for afterwards this bourne is ftyled a J/nird, ft. 3S.

Here, indeed, is a metathelis ; and the adive participley/irt/'i//"'

is confounded with the p-diViwe^fharcd. This "
perilous bourne"

was the hoiindarj/ or dlvi/iun wliich parted the main land from
Phcedria's lile of Blifs, to which it ferved as a defence. In the

mean time, /hard may fignify the gap made by tlie ford or frith

between the two lands. But fuch a fenfe is unwarrantably ca-

tachrellical and licentious. T. Wauton.
It is obfervable, that the exprelhon

"
pcr/oiis foord" is alfo

ufed in ft. ig. We have thus repeaiedlij the " tower pcrH/ous,"
in Hawes'y Pff/?/?«e of Plcafhrc; and, if I recoiled rightly, the
*^

perilous lake" occurs in the Hijl. of K. Arthur. Todd.
XI. 3. wajlc and to^d,] As this Illand, in

the following ftanzas, is laid to abound in all delights; tlie

poet, by calling it wiijle and void, meant to fay that it was un-

inhabited. So, in F, (^. iii. ix. 4-9-
" Found it the titteft foyle for their al:)ode,
" Fruitfull of all things fit foi;- living foode,
"

B'yitwUoWyKaj'ce android ofpeoples trode." Cntrp-Cjl.

c c 4
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XII.

Jt was a chofen plott of fertile land,

Eiiiongft wide waves fett, like a litle neft,

As if it had by natures cunning hand
Bene chojcely picked out from all the reft,

And laid forth for enfample of the beft :

iS'o daintie flowre or herbe that growes on

grownd,
No arborett with painted blofTomes drefl

And fmelling fweete, but there it might be

fownd

To bud out faire, and her fweete fniels throwe

al arownd.

XIII.

No tree, whofe braunches did not bravely fpring ;

No braunch, whereon a fine bird did not fitt ;

No bird, but did her (lirill notes fweetely fmg ;

XII. 1, It -was a chofen ploft of fertile land,

Kmovgft xdde xvavcs ft'tt, like a litle nefl,] This

exprefiion is literiuly fruin Cicero De Oratore, i. 4-t.
" Patrire

tanta ell vis ac tanta natura, ut Ithacam illam in afperrimis
iaxiiiis, tanqiiam niduUnn, affixam I'apientidimus vir immorta--
litati anteponeret." Upton.

XII. [). and her fweete fmels throwe ul aro-xxidJ]
This is the reading of the feconcl edition, which I prefer, as

rendering the turn of the words from the preceding line more
ftriking ; and which has been followed by the folios, by
Hughes's rirft edition, by Tonfon's in 1758, and by iMr.

Church. All the reil read,
" and thvo-ae her fweet fmels al

arownd." Todd.
XIII. 1. No tree, &c.] This niofl elegant ftanza is not

eafily to be paralled by any palfage from other poets, Poetry
and Konjance are here happily uijited, Todd,
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No fong, but did containe a lovely ditt.

Trees, braunches, birds, and fongs, were

framed fitt

For to allure fraile mind to careleffe eafe.

Careleffe the man foone woxe, and his weake

w'itt

Was overcome of thing that did him pleafe :

So pleaied did his wrathfull purpole faire up-

peafe.
XIV.

Thus when fliee had his eyes and fences fed

With falfe delights, and iild with plea hires

vayn,

Into a lliady dale (lie foft him led,

And layd him downe upon a graily playn ;

And her fweete felfe without dread or dildayn

She fett befide, laying his head difarmd

In her loofe lap, it Ibftly to iuitayn,

XIII. i. a lovely ditt.] Song or ditty.

The word ditty liad formerly a more ligniiicant meaning than

at prefeut. W'itnels the very expreffive con\ erfion of it into ix

participle by the judicious and inimitable Milton, where he

fpeaks of the muhcal abilities of his friend Henry Lawes,

in Comns :

" Who with his foft pipe, and imooth-dlfiied fong,
" Well knows to i\'\\\ the wild winds when they roar,
" And hufh the waving woods." Todd.

.V

'

Xin. 5. Trees, braunc/ics, cVc] Oblerve here a kind of

/ poetical beauty, which confills fometimcs of feparating your
I, images, and then bringing of them together; as in this llanza :

: fometimes, in bringing all your images together, and then fe-

; parating them, as in F. Q. ii. xii. 70, 71. Upton.
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Where foone he flumbred fearins: not be

harmd :

The whiles with a love lay (lie thus him fweetly
charmd ;

XV.
"

Behold, O man, that toilefome paines doefl

take,

The flowrs, the fields, and all that pleafaunt

growes.
Plow they themfelves doe thine cnfample

make,

AVhiles nothing envious nature them forth

throwes

Out of her fruitfull lap ; how, no man
knowes,

XIV. Q. a love lay'\ The fecond edition,

probably by an erroiir of the prefs, reads " a loud lay ;" but

only the folios, and Hughes's firll edition, have rejeded the

genuine reading,
" a love lay." Todd.

XV. 1. Behold, man, &c.] This love fong, which the

nymph fings, is imitated from a fong fung to Rinaldo, who,

arriving at an enchanted illand, is lulled alleep. Compare
Taflb, C. xiv. ft. 6q, &:c. Upton.
Compare the fong of the enchanting voice, and the note on

the pafl'age, Enjoy, while yet thou viay'ji, thy lij'csfweet treafure,

in the poem formerly attributed to Spenfer, entitled Brittains

Ida, and ulually printed with his works. Todd.
XV. 4. Whiles nothing envious nature &c.] Nothing en-

vious nature is a Latinifm : as nature is nihil indiga, to ihe is

?iihil invida. Milton calls her, boon nature. Par. Loft, B. iv.

^42. Uptox.
Ibid. Whites nothing envious nature them forth throwes

Out of her fruitfull lap ;] Lucretius, L. v. 34.
"

quando omnibus onmia large
'^ Tellus ipfa parit, naturaijue daedala rcrum." Joktix.
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They fprlng, they bud, they bloffome tVefli

and faire,

And decke the world with their rich pompous
iliowes ;

Yet no man for them taketh paines or care,

Yet no man to them can his caretull paines

compare.
XVI.

" The lilly, lady of the flowring field.

The flowre-deluce, her lovely paramoure,

Bid thee to them thy fruitleffe labors yield.

And foone leave off this toylfome weary

ftoure :

Loe ! loe, how brave flic decks her bounteous

boure,

With filkin curtens and gold coverletts,

Therein to Ihrowd her lumptuous belamoure !

Yet nether fpinnes nor cards, ne cares nor

fretts,

But to her mother nature all her care flie letts.

XV. p. Yd no man to them can his carcfull paines compare]
Their beauty rivals ail art.

" Not Solomoji in all his glory
was arrayed like one of thefe." Upton,

XVI. 1. The mil/, hull/ of the Jlowring Jchl,] So Shak-

fpeare, in K. Hen. VlII.
.

" like the lilly,
" That once was millrcls of the field and flourilhed,
"

I'll hang my head, and perilh." Jortix.
XVI. 7. her fumptuous belamoure !] Her

lumptuous lover. See the note, F. Q. iii- x. 22. Todd.
XVI, 8. Yet nether fpinnes nor cards, &:c.] A iwanifeil



396 THE FAERIE QUEEXE. . BOOK II.

XVII.

'' Why then doeft thou, O man, that of them all

Art Lord, and eke of nature Soveraine,

Wilfully make thyfelfe a wretched thrall.

And wafte thy ioyous howres in needelefTe

paine,

Seeking for daunger and adventures vaine ?

"What bootes it al to have and nothino- ufe ?

Who fliall him rew that fwimmins: in the

maine

Will die for thrift, and water doth refufe ?

Refufe fuch fruitleffe toile, and prefent pleafures
chufe."

XVIII.

By this ftie had him lulled faft afleepe.

That of no worldly thing he care did take :

allufion to thofe facred words,
" Confider the lillies of the

field how they grow ; they toil not, neither do they fpin."
The poet ought not to have placed them where he has.

JOUTIX,
The allufion feems very elegantly brought in here, in this

mock reprefentation of tranquilliiy, to Oiew how the heft of

fayings may be perverted to the worlt of meanings. Upton.
XVII. 5. IF/iaf bootes it al to have and nothing ufe? &c.]

The fame kind of oftentatious fophiftry is employed, but with-
out fuccels, againft the innocent Lady in Milton's Ma(k by the
vile Enchanter Comus. Todd.

XVII. 7. that fwimming in the maine
Will die for thrijl,} 'Not in the main Jea, but in

fome great river. The exprellion I'eeais to have a kind of ca-
tachrefis. Upton.
XV II. 8.

thrift,] This is Spenfer's own word,
which has been converted, in many modern editions, into ihirjl.
See the note on

thrijli/, F. Q. i. x. 38. Todd.
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Then llie with hquors flrong his eies did

fteepe,

That nothing (hould him haftily awake.

So fhe him lette, and did herfeUe betake

Unto her boat again, with which Ihe clefte

The flouthfull wave of that great griely

Lake :

Soone fliee that Ifland far behind her lefte,

And now is come to that fame place where firft

(he wefte.

XLX.

By this time was the worthy Guyon brought
Unto the other fide of that wide ftrond

XVIII, 3. Then Jlie with liquors ftrong hia cics didftccpc,'\ So

Milton, Far. L. B. xi. 3(i6.
" Afcend

" This hill ; let Eve (tor I have drench'd her eyes)
" Here fleep below." Church.

XVIII. 7. The Jluuthfull wave] So Spenfer's own editions

read, which the editions of 17-51, of Church, and Upton, fol-

low. The rell: read waves. Todd.
Ibid. that great grxiiiy Lahe

:'\
This is

the reading of Spenfer's firll edition, to which jMr. Church ad-

heres. The fecond and every fubfequent edition read " that great

gricjli/ Lake." And JNIr. Upton again contends that griejit is a

blunder for griejly. See the note on "
griely locks," F. (^. i.

ix. "io. He endeavours to confirm his opinion by producing
the following expreffion in ft. -16'.

" The waves thereof fo How and fluggith w^ere,
"

Engroll with mud which did them fowle agrij'e, &c."
Where agrife, he obferves, is to alright, which however we
mull interpret to render frightful, m order to accommodate

agrife to griefiu. But does not the exprellion, engrojl -with

mud Sic. countenance the original reading g/vV/j/ ^ And, as Mr.
Church further fuggelts, are not the poet's own words alfo, in

ft. 20, the dull billuwcs thicke as troubled 7nire an additional ton-

linnation that grieft/ is no blunder ? Todd.
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AVhere flie was rowing, and for paffage fought :

Ilim needed not long call; ihee foone to bond

Her ferry brought, where him flie byding fond

With his fdd Guide : himfelfe flie tooke aboord,

But the ]31acke Palmer fuffred ftill to ftond,

Ne would for price or prayers once affoord

To ferry that old man over the perlous foord.

XX.

Guyon was loath to leave his Guide behind.

Yet being entred might not backe retyre ;

Tor the flitt barke, obaying to her mind.

Forth launched quickly as ilie did deiire,

Ne o;ave him leave to bid that aged lire

X[X. 4.  — Jhecjbonc to bond

Her ferry brought,] None of the editions have

the reading 1 looked lor, which was,
" Ihe ibone to loiid

" Her ferry brought." Upton.
XIX. 6. fad] Grave. Church.
XIX. g. the perlous fuord.] So S]>enfer's

own editions read. Some editions have here converted the

\nio that. 'J'odd.

XX. 3. I'or tkejlltt harke, obaying to her mind,] So again,

F. Q. ii. 35. „"
Lo, now the lieavens obey to me alone.

Thus Wickliff, Rom. i. 30.
" Not obei/inge to fadir and modir."

C\yo,VLcer, Troilus and Cref.i\. 14^90.
•' But godely gan to his prayere oheye."

And, in the Les:ende ofgood Women, ver. yo.
" That as an Jiarpe obcyilh to the honde."

Sidney's Arcadia, p. 60.
" To whom the other fhould o%."

And Milton, Var. h. B. i. 337.
" Yet to their general's voice they foon obei/'d."

See alfo Acts vii. 3.9.
" To whom our fathers would not obct/."

And Rum. vi. l6.
'" His fervants ye are, to whom ye obef/."

Upton.
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Adieu, but nimbly ran her wonted courfe

Through the dull billowes thicke as troubled

mire,

Whom nether wind out of their feat could

forfe,

Nor timely tides did drive out of their fluggifli

fourfe.

XXI.

And by the way, as was her wonted guize.

Her mery fitt ihe frefhly gan to reare.

And did of ioy and iollity devize,

Herfelfe to cherhh, and her gueft to cheare.

The Knight was courteous, and did not for-

beare

Her honeft merth and pleasaunce to par-

take ;

But when he faw her toy, and gibe, and

geare,

And paffe the bonds of modeft merimake.

Her dalliaunce he despised and follies did for-

fake.

XXI. 7. fiid gihe, and geare,] To gibe
is iojijl, and geart is the old orthography oi jeer. Sec F. Q.
v» iii. 39.

" All gan to icjl and gibf. full merilie
" yVt the remembrance ol" their knaverie."

So, in Hamlet, of Yorick the. jej'tcr :
" Where be your gibes

now? your gambols &c. ?" Todd.
XXI. 8. the bonds] So Spenfer's own editions

read, which the editions of 1751 and of Upton follow. The
reft read bounds, which Mr. Upton acknowledges to be pie.-

ferable. Todd.
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XXII.

Yet flie fiill followed her former ftyle,

And faid, and did, all that mote hmi delight,

Till they arrived in that pleafaunt He,

Where fleeping late ihe lefte her other

Knight.

But, uhenas Guyon of that land had fight,

He wilt himfelfe amiile, and angry faid ;

" Ah ! Dame, perdy ye have not dcen me

right.

Thus to miflead mee, whiles I you obaid :

Me litle needed from my right way to have

ftraid."

XXIII.

Faire Sir," quoth ilie,
" be not difpleafd

at all ;

AVho fares on fea may not commaund his

way,

Ne wind and weather at his pleafure call :

The fea is wide, and ealy for to ftray ;

XXII. 7, perdy] Iliighcp, in his Gloflary, in-

terprets perdie as an old oatii, par dltii, Fr. See alio Cotgrave,
V. I'arde, par dieu : Poiftevin. Mr. Church believes the word

to be ufed as an ajjevcrat'wn fignifying tcrilj/, rather than as an

oath, in Spenl'er. And Mr. Upton conliders the word as an

expletive both in Chaucer and Spenler. Mr. Tyrwhitt has

remarked, that it was a common Fr. oath, winch molt of the

perlbnages in Chaucer exprels very frequently in Englilh, with

as little ceremony as the Greeks ul'ed their vn Anx, and with as

little meaning too. Todd.
XXIII. 4, The fta is wide, and eafifor tojiraij ;] And eafy

to caule US' to go uUrav.  Lrro\.

((
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The wind unftable, and doth never
flay.

But here a while ye may in fafety reft,

Till feafon ferve new palfage to afiay :

Better fafe port then be in feas diftreft."

Therewith llie laugh t, and did her earneft end

in ieft.

XXIV.

But he, halfe difcontent, mote nathelefTe

Himfelfe appeafe, and iflewd forth on Ihore :

The ioyes whereof and happy fruitfulneffe.

Such as he faw, flie gan him lay before,

And all, though pleafaunt, yet ftie made
much more.

The fields did laugh, the flowres did freftily

fpring,

XXIV. 4, Such as he faw, Jhe gan him lay before.
And all, though pleaj'aunt, yetJhe made much 7nore.']

If the beautiful alTeniblage of proper circumftances in a charm-

ingly natural and familiar iimile of Milton, did not lead one to

think, that he took the hint of it from a real fcene of the fort,
which had fome time or other fmitten his fancy, I rtiould bp
apt to think that he alluded to this lame thought in Spenfer.
Compare Par. L. B. ix. 445, &c.

"
If chance with nymph-like ftep fair virgin pafs," What pleafuigfeem'd, for her now pleafes more,

^

"
Shemofl, &c." Thyer.

XXIV. 5. And all, ihon^^ pleafaunt,'] Hughes's editions

read,
" And o////oz/o-^ pleafant." Church.

XXIV. 6. The fields did laugh,] Compare Pful. Ixv. 14.
" The vallies ftiall Itand fo thick with corn that they (liall

laugh and fing." The phrafe may be alio found in Greek and
Latin poetry. Spenfer, however, feems to tranflate Petrarch.
Son. 42.

" Ridono i prati, e '1 ciel fi raflerena
;" Giove s' allegra &c." Todd.

VOL. III. D d
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The trees did bud, and early bloffbmes bore ;

And all the quire of birds did fweetly fing.

And told that Gardins pleafures in their ca-

rolinsf.o
XXV.

And flie, more fweete then any bird on bough,
Would oftentimes emongft them beare a part.

And (trive to paffe (as flie could well enough)
Their native muiicke by her fkilful art :

So did (he all, that might his conftant hart

Withdraw from thought of warlike enterprize,

And drowne in diffolute delights apart,

Where noife of amies, or vew of martiall

guize,

Might not revive deiire of knightly exercize :

XXVI.

But he was wife, and wary of her will,

And ever held his hand upon his hart ;

Yet would not feeme fo rude, and thewed ill,

As to defpife fo curteous feeming part

That gentle Lady did to him impart :

But, fairly tempring, fond defire fubdewd,

And ever her defired to depart.

XX^'I. 3. thewed ill] Ill-bred,

JlI-mHunered. Church.
Ill thewed, is male moratus ; and is alfo Chaucer's exprelTion.

Upton.
XXVI. 6. But,fairly tempring, fond defive fubdewd,^ Com-

pare ft. 21. It is' probable that Milton had this palFage in

view, when he delcribed our Saviour fuperiour to the tempta-
tion of female beauty, Par. Reg. B. ii. 208.
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She lift not heare, but her difports pourfewd,
And ever bad him ftay till time the tide renewd.

XXVII.

And now by this Cymochles howre was fpent,

That he awoke ont of his vdle dreme ;

And, iliaking off his drowly dreriment,

Gan him avize, howe ill did him befeme

In flouthfull fleepe his molten hart to fteitie,

And quench the brond of his conceived yre.
Tho up he ftarted, ftird with fliame extreme,

Ne ftaied for his Damfell to incjuire.

But marched to the ftrond, there paffage to

require.
XXVIII.

And in the way he with Sir Guyon mett,

Accompanyde with Phaedria the faire :

" What woman will you find,
"
Though of this age the wonder and the fame,

" On whom his leifure will vouchfafe an eye" Oi fond defire r'

The Earl of Oxford, in a poem much commended by Putten-
ham in his Art of Eng. Poefte, 1589, P- iT'2, entitled Fanci/
and Defire, perfonifies the latter by the name of Fond Desiiie.
See Percy's Reliques of Anc. Poetry, 4th edit. vol. ii. 179-

Fanct/ thus takes leave of Defire:"
Then, fond Defire, farewelle ;

" Thou art no mate for me :

"
I fliould be lothe, methinks, to dwell
" With fuch a one as thee." Todd.

XXVII. 5. to Iteme,] That is, to

exhale, to evaporate, his melted heart in fleep. Upton.
XXVII. 9. • there pufage ike] This judicious

alteration in the firft folio is followed by every edition except
that of 1751, which reads, with Spenfer's own editionSj

" their

paffage to require." Todd.

D d 2
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Eftfoones he gan to rage, and inly frett,

Crying ;
" Let be that Lady debonaire,

Thou recreaunt Knight, and Ibone thyfehe

prepaire
To batteile, if thou meane her love to gayn.
Loe ! loe already how the fowles in aire

Doe flocke, awaiting fliortly to obtayn

Thy carcas for their pray, the guerdon of thy

payn/'
XXIX.

And there-withall he
fierfly at him flew,

And with importune outrage him aflayld ;

XXVIII. 4. Let bo] Let go. CnuRcir.
Ibid. 4. that Lady debonaire,] Dc-

bonaire, applied to the Ladies, means elegant, tciiining, accom-
pliJJied; to Knights, courteous and jujl. See the note on de-

bonnaire, V. Q. i. ii. 23. Thus Milton's Euprofyne is
"
buxom,

blithe, and debonair," Allegr. 24.. And Fanfhaw reprefenls
the gamelbme nymphs of Camoens, " fo debonayre, fo tender,
fo benigne," Liif. C. ix. 66. Todd.
XXVIII. 7. Loe ! loe already how thefowles in aire

Doejlocke,] Spenfer has plainly the Scripture
in view, where the proud Philiftine fpeaks to David,

" Come
to me and I will give thy flefh unto the fowles of the air, and
to the beads of the field," 1 Sa7n. xvii. 44 ; and perhaps too
he ufed the very words,

" Loe ! loe alreadie how the fowles of tk' aire—"

This exprelfion alio is in other places,
" And thy carcafe fhall

be nif at unto all the fowles of the air, and unto the beafts of
the ea;th," Detf/. xxviii. 26. So Horn. 7/. ». 5.———— uvTUi ° iM)Oix Tev^e y-WBaay,

OmNOISI re OASI. UpTON.
^^^ III. 9. the guerdon of thy payn.] The

reward of thy attempt to gain the Lady. Church.
XX iX. 2. with importune outrage] This is the

readin^ of the firft edition, which Hughes's fecond edition, the
editions oi l7oi, oi Church, Upton, and Tonfon's of 1738,
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Who, foone prepard to field, his fword forth

drew.

And him with equall valew countervayld :

Their mightie ftrokes their haberieons dif-

mayld.
And naked made each others manly

fpalles ;

The mortall fteele defpiteouflj entayld

follow. The fecond edition, by a manifeft erronr of the prefs,
reads " with importance outrage," which the firft folio, by a

fuppofed emendation, converted into "
important outrage,"

and to which the fubfequent folios, as alfo Hughes's hrft edi-

tion, adhere. Importune, as JNIr. Upton obferves, is cn/e/,

J'avage, &cc. as importunun in Latin; and thus Spenfer has " im-

portune i^ie." Todd.
XXIX. 3. Who, foone prepard to field.] That is, to battle.

Germ, felcl, bellum. Upton.
XXIX. 4. with equall vsilew] Hughes reads

valour. Spenfer wrote value, or, in the old fpelling, vulcw.

See JNIenage, lvalue, valeur, merite perfonnel. Marot,
" Premier done je falue

" Tres-humblement ta hautefl'e et value." Upton.
XXIX. 5. haberieons] Sleeves, and

Gorget of mail ; armour covering the neck and brealt. See

Cotgrave's Fr. Did, V. Haubergeon. It is the diminutive of

haubert, a coat of mail. Todd,
XXIX. 6. fpalles;] Shoulders, Fr.

efpaules. G. Douglas h-ds Jpaldis iov Jlioulders or arms.

Upton.
XXIX. 7.

•

entayled] Eutai/led is

iifually employed for carved or engraved. See Cotgrave. V.
Intailed. So, in Fierce the Ploughmans Crcdc, the "

chapitre
houfe" is thus defcribed, fign. B. i. edit. 15o3,

"
Coruen, and couered, and queyntelyche entayled

" With feniliche felure yfeet on lofte,
" As a parlement hous ypeynted about."

Chaucer alio ufes entailed for carved. Spenfer's rhyme intro-

duced it here for cut. Todd,
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Deepe in their flefli, quite through the yron
walles,

That a large purple ftreame adown their giani-

beux falles.

XXX.

Cvmochles, that had never mott before

So puilTant foe, with envious defpight

His prowd prelumed force increafed more,

33ifdeigning to bee held fo long in fight.

Sir Guyon, grudging not fo much his might
As thofe unknightly raylinges which he fpoke,

AVith wrathfoU lire his corage kindled bright,

Thereof devifing (liortly to be wroke,

And doubhng all hi's powres redoubled every
ftroke.

XXXI.

J3oth of them high attonce their hands en-

haunft,

And both attonce their huge blowes down
did fway :

Cymochles fword on Guyons foield yglaunfi.

And thereof nigh one quarter Iheard away :

But Guyons angry blade fo fiers did play

XXIX, p. adou/i their giambeux falles.)

He probably drew giantbcm:, that is, boots, from this palfage iu

the Rime of Sir Topas, ver. 3380.
"

iiisjambeux were of cure buly:"
Which line is more Frenc:h than Englilh :

*'

^esjambeiix etoient cle cuir bouilli :"

That is, His boots were made of tanned leather. T. Warton.
XXX. 3.  

prefumed force] Strength that he
had too high an opinion of. Church.
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On th' others helmett, which as Titan flioiie,

That quite it clove his plumed creft in tway,
And bared all his head unto the bone ;

Where-with aftonifht dill he Hood as fencelefle

ftone.

XXXII.

Still as he flood, fayre Phgedria, that beheld

That deadly daunger, Iboneatweene them ran ;

And at their feet heri'elfe moft humbly feld,

Crying with pitteous voyce, and count'nance

wan,
"
Ah, well away ! moft noble Lords, how can

Your cruell eyes endure fo pitteous fight.

To filed your lives on ground ? Wo worth

the man,
That firft did teach the curfed fteele to bight

In his owne flefli, and make way to the living

Ipright !

XXXII. 7. your lives] Your hlood.
" For the

blood is the life," Deut. xii. 23. See F. Q. vi. iii. 51.

Church.
Ibid. Wo worth the man,^ That is,

Curfed be the man. Chaucer frequently ufes the exprelfion.

So, in p. 31 J. edit. Urr. " Wo worth tliat daie that thou lue

bare on live 1" Church.
So, in Ezek. xxx. 2.

" Wo -worth the dav." And in Sidney's
Arcadia, p. 31&'. " How often have I blell the meane-s that

niigiit bring mee neere thee ? Now woe worthe the caufe that

brings me fo neere thee." Upton.
XXXII. 8. Thatjujl did teach the curftdjlcele &c.] Tibullus,

I. xi. 1.

"
Qiiis fuit, horrendos primus qui protulit enfes .'

"
Quiim ferus, et vere ferreus, illc fuit l" Joktin.
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XXXIII.
" If ever love of Lady did em pierce

Your yron breftes, or pittie could find place,

Withhold your bloody handes from battaill

fierce ;

And, fith for me ye fight, to me this grace

Both yield, to flay your deadly ftryfe a

fpace."

They flayd a while ; and forth flie gan pro-

ceeae :

" Moft wretched woman and of wicked race,

That am the authour of this hainous deed,

And caufe of death betweene two doughtie

Knights do breed !

XXXIV.
"

But, if for me ye fight, or me will ferve,

Not this rude kynd of battaill, nor thefe

armes

Are meet, the which doe men in bale to

flerve.

And doolefull forrowe heape with deadly
harmes :

Such cruell game my fcarmoges difarmes.

XXXIV. 3. The which doe men in bale to fterve,] Which
caufe mankincj to perijh in trouble, j"teajifan, viori ; though
now ufed in a particular fenie, to die with hunger. Chaucer
ufes it in its ancient I'enfe, as our poet, who is all antique.

Upton.
XXXIV. 5. Such cruel/ game my fcarmoges difarms.} This

is more poetical and elegant, than if written,
" Such cruell

fcarmoges my game diiarms." Scarmoges, fkirmillies. Ital.
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Another warre, and other weapons, I

Doe love, where Love does give his fweet

alarmes

Without bloodflied, and where the enimy

Does yield unto his foe a plealaunt vi6tory.

XXXV.

" Debatefull ftrife, and cruell enmity,

The famous name of knighthood fowly fliend ;

But lovely peace, and gentle amity,

And in amours the pafling howres to fpend,

The mightie martiall handes doe moft com-

mend ;

Of love they ever greater glory bore

Then of their amies : Mars is Cupidoes frend.

And is for Venus loves renowmed more

Then all his wars and fpoiles, the which he did

of yore.
XXXVI.

Therewith flie fweetly fmyld. They, though
full bent

To prove extremities of bloody fight.

Yet at her fpeach their rages gan relent.

And calme the fea of their tempeftuousfpight:

Such powre have pleafmg wordes ! Such is

the miorht

fcaranmchia, Gall, efcarmouch: How many paflages might be

l;rought from the poets, to Ihow the analogy between the wars

of Mars, and the fliirmiflies of Cupid ? Cruell game is Horatian ;

" IIcu nimis longo latiate ludu." L. i. Od. ii. Upton.
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Of courteous clemency in gentle hart !

Now after all was ceaft, the Faery Knight
Befought that Damzell fuffer him depart,

And yield him ready pallage to that other part.
XXXVII.

She no leffe glad then he defirous was

Of his departure thence ; for of her iov

And vaine delight flie law he light did pas,
A foe of

folly and immodeft toy,

Still folemne fad, or Hill difdainfull coy ;

Delighting all in armes and cruell warre,

That her fweet peace and pleafures did annoy,
Troubled with terrour and unquiet iarre.

That file well pleafed was thence to amove him
farre.

XXXVIII.

Tho him fhe brought abord, and her fwift bote

Forthwith direfted to that further ftrand ;

The which on the dull waves did lightly flote,

And foone arrived on the fliallow land,

Where gladfome Guyon falied forth to land.

And to that Damfell thankes save for reward.

XXXVII. 3.

'

he light did jsas,] He made
light of; he pafled over liiihtly. Upton.
XXX VIII. 5. ^-

falied] So Spenfer's
own editions, and the edition of 1751, read. Sailed, that is,

(taped. Lat. Jalio. The word well expreffes the alacrity of
Sir Giiyou. The folios and Hughes's tiril edition read y«/7ec?.

Hughes's fecond edition rends /allied. Ciiuucii.
JMr. Upton, which I was iurprifed to find, reads failed.

Toniba'& editigu in 175S, ya//2>(/. Todd.
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Upon that {liore he fpyed Atin {land,

There by his maifter left, when late he far'd

In Pheedrias flitt barck over that perlous fliard.

XXXIX.

Well could he him remember, fith of late

He with Pyrochles lliarp debatement made ;

Streight gan he him revyle, and bitter rate,

As ihepheardes curre, that in darke eveninges

fliade

Hath traced forth fome falvage beafli^^s trade :

" Vile mifcreaunt,"* laid he,
" whether doll

thou flye

The fhame and death, which will thee foone

invade ?

What coward hand (hall doe thee next to dye,

That art thus fowly fledd from famous enimy ?"

XL.

With that he ftifly
fliooke his fleelhead dart :

But fober Guyon hearing him fo rayle,

Though fomewhat moved in his mightie hart,

Yet with ftrong reafon maiilred paffion fraile,

And paffed fayrely forth : He, turning taile.

XXXVIir. 9. that fcrJous fliard.] See

the notes on "
perilous bourne," ft. 10. 1'odd.

XXXIX. 1. Well could he him remember,~\ That is, Atin

Avell remembered Guyon. Church.
XXXIX. 5. • trade :]

For tread,

footltejDs. Church.
XL. 5, fayrely] Softly. So, in IMilton's Comu.s,

vcr. iGS. "
I/fl/z/y fiep aiide." Todd,

Ibid. He,] Atin. Church.
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Backe to the ftrond retyrd, and there ilill

ftayd,

Awaiting paiTage, which him late did faile ;

The whiles Cymochles with that wanton

Mayd
The hafty heat of his avowd revenge delayd.

XLI.

\¥hylefl there theVarlet flood, he law from farre

An armed Knight that towardes him fall ran ;

He ran on foot, as if in lucklefle warre

His forlorne Heed from him the viclour wan :

He feemed breathlefle, hartlelfe, faint, and

wan ;

And all his armour fprinckled was Math blood.

And foyld with durtie gore, that no man can

Difcerne the hew thereof: He never flood.

But bent his haftie courfe towardes the Ydle

Flood.

XLII.

The Varlet faw, when to the Flood he came

How without flop or ftay he fierfly lept.

And deepe himfelfe beducked in the fame,

That in the Lake his loftie creft was flept,

XL. 9. delayd.] Put axcay,

removed from him. See F. Q. ii. iv. 35. Church.
XLII. 4.  

 

Jlept,] So the firft .

edition reads, which I make no doubt is Speuler's Ipelling.

The fecond edition, the folios, and the edition of 1751? read

fteept. Hughes, Jieep'd. Church.
Mr. Upton alfo preierves the original fpelling, J'tept. Ton-

fon's edition ui 1738 rtadsjicept. 'I'oDU.
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Ne of his Ikfetie feemed care he kept ;

But with his raging armes he rudely flaflit

The waves about, and all his armour fwept,

That all the blood and filth away w^as waflit;

Yet (till he bet the water, and the billowes dadit.

XLIII.

A tin drew nigh to weet what it mote bee ;

For much he wondred at that {mcouth fi£:ht :

AVhom fhould he but his own deare Lord

there fee,

His owne deare Lord Pyrochles in fad plight,

Heady to drowne himfelfe for fell defpight :

" Harrow now, out and well away !" he cryde,

XLIII. 6, Harrow now, out and well away /] All the edi-

tions point thus :

" Harrow now out, and well awa)',
—"

But the exprellion out and well away is the fame as out alas, iu

F. Q. vi. xi. 29. CiiURCii.
Ibid. Harrow now, out and well away, he cryde,"] So

Chaucer, Rexes Tale, f)6"^-

'* And gan to cry harrow and weal-away."
Haro is a form of exclamation anciently ufed in Normandy,
to call for help, or to raife the Hue and Cry. See Glofl*.

Urry's Chaucer. We find it again ufed by Spenfer in the 49tU
ftanza of this canto:

" Harrow! the flames which me confume —-"

Again, in F. Q. ii. viii. 46".

" Harrow and well away !
" After fo wicked deede why liv'li thou lenger day!"

It occurs often in Chaucer, and is, I think, always ufed as an
exclamation of gWf/'; but there are fome pafi'ages in an old

Myftery, printed at Paris, in 1541, where it is applied as a
term of alarm, according to its original ufage. Lucifer is in-

troduced fummoning the devils :

"
Dyables mefchans, &c.

** Viendrez vous point a mes oris et aboys, —
"

Haro, haro, null de vous je ne veoys ?''
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" Whatdifmall day hath lent this curfed hght,
To fee my Lord fo deadly damnifyde ?

Pyrochles, O Pyrochles, what is thee betyde ?'"

XLIV.
" I burne, I burne, I burne/' then lowd he

cryde,
" O how I burne with implacable fyre !

And in another place, where he particularly addreffes Belial :

"
Haro, haro, approche toy grand dyable,"
Approche toy notayre mal Hable,

" Fier Belial, &c." T. Warton.
It would much exceed the limit of thel'e notes to recite the

general opinions concerning the original of this word. The
curious reader may confult Du Cange in v. and Hickes, Gr.

Fr. Theot. p. 9^. I rather believe it to have been derived

from liar, altus, and Op, clamor, two Iflandic words, which
were probably once common to all the Scandinavian nations.

See Gudmund, And Lex. Kland. by Refenius. Hafn. l683.
In fupport of this opinion, it may be obferved, that the very
word Harocp, or Ha/op, was ufed by fome of the inhabitants

of the Low-Countries m the fame fcnfe in which Haruu was

by the Normans. Du Cange, in V. Haroep. Tyrwhitt.
XLin. 7. this curfed light,] This is

the reading of the fecond edition, which every fubfequent
edition has followed, except the later one of Hughes, and
that of Church. Hughes's emended reading is,

" hath lent

his curfed light;" which, fays Mr. Church, is certainly right.

Spenfer's firll edition indeed reads,
" hath lent but this his

curled light,'' which, however, gives a fupernumerary foot to

the verfe ; an errour of which no notice is taken in the lill of

Errata. Todd.
XLIII. 8. damnifyde?] Injured.

So, in Fairfax, as Mr. Upton has noticed,
" For no lofle true

virtue damnifies." Hence the modern word, indemnify, to

fecure againft injury or lofs. Todd.
^

XLIV. 2.   

implacable] Implacable,
with the accent on the firft fyllable, is common in Spenfer.

Thus, in F. Q. iii. vii. 35.
,

"
Who, to avenge the implacable wrong

" Which be fuppofed doune, &c."
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Yet nought can quench mine inly flaming

fyde,

Nor fea of Hcour cold, nor Lake of myre ;

Nothing but death can doe me to refpyre/'
" Ah ! be it/* faid he,

" from Pyrochles farre

After purfewing death once to requyre,

Or think, that ought thofe puiflant hands

may marre :

I)eath is for wretches borne under unhappy
ftarre."

XLV.

Perdye, then is it fitt for me," faid he,
*' That am, I weene, most wretched man

alive ;

Burning in flames, yet no flames can I fee.

And, dying dayly, dayly yet revive :

O Atin, helpe to me laft; death to give !'*

The Varlet at his plaint was grievd fo fore,

That his deepe-wounded hart in two did rive ;

And, his owne health remembring now no

more,

Did follow that enfample which he blamM afore.

See alfo F. Q. iv. ix. 22. The fame accent occurs in the old

Comedy of Lingua ; but the paffage is borrowed from Speufer,
A. iv. S. 15.

"
I burn, I burn, I burn ; O ! how I burn

*' With fcorching heat of implacable fire !

" Iburn&c." ^ToDD.
XLV. 5. Jielpe &c.] That is, Affift in putting

an end to my mifery, Chuuch.
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XLVI.

Into the Lake he lept his Lord to ajd,

(So love the dread of daunger doth defpife,)

And, of him catching hold, himftronglyflayd
From drowning; but more happy he then wife

Of that feas nature did him not avife :

The waves thereof fo flow and fluggifli were,

Engrolt with mud which did them fowle

agrife,

That every weighty thing they did upbeare.

XLVI. 1. Into the Lake he lept &c.] Vain expeftation of
him who is the vie'tim of ungovernable paffion, to lofe it in

idlenefs or folitude!
" Beneath the filent gloom"

Though Peace can fit and fmile ; though meek Content
" Can keep the cheerful tenour of her ibul,
" Even in the loneliefl ihades ; yet let not IVrath
"

Approach ; let black Revenge keep far aloof;
"

Orf()07i theyflame to Mud/iejs
" Mafon.

In all fuch cafes as this, bufinefs is the beft refource next to

philofophy or religion. Boyd.
XLVI. 5.  did hiiH not avife :]

Did uot
bethink

himself. Fr. s'avifer. CiiURcn.
XLVI. 6". The waves thereoffo Jlo-w andftitggijh urre,

Engroji with mud which did thcmjowlc agrife,
That every weighty thing they did tipheare,] It

feems to me that Spenfer had in view the lake Ai'phaltus, or

Afphaltites, commonly called the Dead Sea, when he wrote
this defcription of the Idle Lake. I will cite Sandys, who, in

his hillory of the Holy-land, has given us the following re-

lation. " The river Jordan is at length devoured by that

curled lake Afphaltites, fo named of the bitumen which it

vomiteth ; (Pliny v. l6';) called alfo the Dead Sea; perhaps
in that it nouriflieth no living creature ; or for his heavy
waters hardly to be moved by the winds ; (Juftin xxxvi. 0",

Corn. Tacitus Hiftor. v ;) fo extreme fait, that whatfoever is

throwne thereinto not eafily finketh. Vcfpatian, for a trial,

caufed divers to be call in bound hand and foot, who floatefl
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Ne ouo'ht mote ever finck downe to the bottomo
there i

XLVII.

Whyles thus they ftrugled in that Ydle Wave^
And ftrove in vaine, the one himfeHe to

drownei,

The other both from drowning for to fave i

Lo ! to that fliore one in an auncient gowne,
Whofe hoary locks great gravitie did crowne^

Holding in hand a goodly arming fword,

By fortune came, ledd with the troublous

fowne :

Where drenched deepe he fownd in that dull

ford

The carefull fervailnt ftryving with his raging
Lord.

XLVIII.

Him Atin fpyihg knew right well of yorcj
And lowdly cald ;

"
Help ! helpe, O Ar-

chimage,
To fave my Lord ir^ wretched plight forlore ;

Helpe with thy hand, or with thy counfell

fage :

as if fupported by fome fpirit." (Jofeph. De Bell, Judaic.
V. 5.) I think the parallel may be eafily leen. Dante likewife
hence imaged that dead and iluggilh lake which he names la

morta gora, Inf. C. viii. And falio, in this Afphaltick lake,

places the iOand of Armida. See Taflo, C. x. 6"2, xvi, 71.

Upton. .

XLVII. 6. Holding in hand a goodly arming /word,] This
fword Archimago had ftolen from P. Arthur. See above,
F. Q. ii. iii. 18, and below, F. Q. ii. viii. 19. Upton.

VOL. HI. E e
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Weake handes, but counfell is moil ftrong
in age."

Him when the old man faw, he woundred

fore

To fee Pyrochles there fo rudely rage :

Yet fithens helpe, he faw, he needed more

Then pitty, he in haft approched to the (hore,

XLIX.

And cald ;

"
Pyrochles, what is this I fee ?

What hellifti fury hath at earft thee hent I

Furious ever I thee knew to bee,

Yet never in this ftraunge aftoniibment.''

" Thefe flames, thefe flames," he cryde,
" doe

me torment \"

" What flames," quoth he,
" when I thee

prefent fee

In daunger rather to be drent then brent ?"

" Harrow ! the flames which me confume/'

faid he,
" Ne can be quencht, within my fecret bowelles

bee.

XLVIII. 5. Wtake handes, hut counfell is moftjlrong in age."]

That
is,

in old age the hands are weak, but counfel moll

lirong. H
fAi» oi;»»^i? Ill viantpoK;, ^ Jt

<ppovr,irn;
h

'SJftaQvrifoii,

Ariliot. Polit. L. vi. Upton.
XLIX. 2. • at earft] Suddenly. See

F. Q. ii. iv. 14, where he ufes it for injlantly. Church.
Ibid. hent ?] Seized.

See the note on heHt, Shep. Cal. Feb. Todd.
XLIX. 7. •— *—^ dreni then brent?] Drowned

than burut, CHuacii.
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L.

"That curfed man, that cruel feeiid of hell.

Furor, oh ! Furor hath me thus bedight :

His deadly woundes within my liver fwell,

And his whott fyre burnes in mine entrallea

bright,

Kindled through his infernall brond of fpight>

Sith late with him I batteill vaine would bofte ;

That now I weene loves dreaded thunder-

light

Does fcorch not halfe fo fore, nor damned

ghoite

L. 1. That atrf^d mctJij that cntet fecnd of hell, Sec] The
fame impaflioned exclamation is applied by Sir Trevifan to

Defpair,
" that curfed wight, a tuan of hell." F. Q* i. ix. 28.

The violent paffions appear to have been thus juftly branded,
before the age of Speufer, Thus, in Le Pelerinaige de tie hit-

maine, impr. par Anthoyue Verard, -ito. Paris, a paffage occurs

relating to defpair, which is particularly obfervable as to fen-

timent and expreflion, and applies to the illuftration of both

circumftanees in Spenfer :

" Commet la veille pareffe frappa
fi grat coup le pelerin de fa coignee que a terre labbatit. Et

puis fe menafla de lui mettre au coul la corde du bourreau"
DENFER nommee et appellee la corde du desesperacion."

Sign. n. ult. Ch. xvi. Compare Sir Trevifan wearing au hempen
rope, given him by Defpair, F. Q. i. ix. 22, 29- Todd.

L. 3.  my liver] Spenfer's own edi-

tions, by an unperceived miftake, read livers. The errour is

admitted into no other edition but that of 1751. Todd.
L. 7. thunder-light] That is,

Lightning. This I apprehend to be a compomid word of our

poet's. All the editions make two diftindl words of thunder-

light. Church.
Mr. Upton's edition, and Tonfon's edition in 1758, have alfa

judicioufly given thunder-light as a compouod. Mr. Church's

remark applies only to all the editions down to that of 1751.

TocD.

E e 2
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In flaming Phlegeton does not fo felly rode/'

LI.

Which whenas Archimago heard, his griefe

He knew right well, and him attonce difarm'd :

Then fearcht his fecret woundes, and made a

priefe

Of every place that was with bruzing harmd,
Or with the hidden fier inly warmd.

Which doen, he balmes and herbes thereto

applyde,
And evermore with mightie fpels them

charmd ;

That in fliort fpace he has them qualifyde,

And him reftord to helth, that would have al-

gates dyde.

L. 9- fo felly rojle.'] Crvelly or

fiercely. lta\. felloHe. So, in Milton's hycidas, ver. 91.
" The

fellon winds." Todd.
LI, 5.  fier inly "warmd.] So the firft

edition reads, which Mr. Church alone follows. The fecond
and every other fubfequent edition read,

" Or with the hidden

fire too inly warm'd." But too appears needlefs ; and fier,

protiounced as two fyllables, is not uncommon in Spenfer. See
F. Q. ii. ix. 13. I retain therefore the original reading. Todd.

LI. 6.  he balmes and herbes thereto applyde, &c.]
Archimago here applies not only herbs, but fpells, to the
wounded Knight, according to the ancient pradlice of phy-
ficians ; a circumftance which poets feldom fail of mentioning.

Upton.
LI. 9. tJiat would have algates dyde.] That

had wifhed by all means to die. See the note on algates iu the

pieceding canto, ^,37. Todd.
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CANTO VII.

Guyonfindes Mammon in a delve

Sunning his threafiire hore ;

Is by him te^npted, and led downe

To fee his fecretejiore.

AS pilot well expert in perilous wave,

That to a ftedfaft, flarre his courfe hath bent.

When foggy miftes or cloudy tempefls have

The faithfull light of that faire lampe yblent,

And covered heaven with hideous dreriment;

Upon his card and compas firmes his eye,

The mayfters of his long experiment,

Aug. 2. Sunning his fhrenfure] Milton moft probably had
this paffage in mind, when he wrote the following judicious
and animated lines in Comas :

" You may as well fpread out the unsunn'd heaps
" Of m/J'er's tveaj'ure by an outlaw's den,
" And tell me it is fafe, as bid me hope
"

Danger will wink on Opportunity, &c." Todd.
Ibid. his threafiire hore ;] From the Anglo-S.

hojaij, fordidus, nmcidus : not hoary, which is from haji,
can us. Upton.

I. 2. to ajledfajljiarre] So all the editions. I think

Spenfer gave,
" to the Itedfaft llarre," meaning thereby the

pole-Jlar; as ho calls it the faithfull light. Chukch.
Mr. Upton propofes the fame reading. Todd.
I. 5. dreriment;] Darhnefs.

See F. Q. i. viii. 9. Church.

E e 3
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And to them does the fteddy helijie apply,

Bidding his winged velTell fairelj forward fly ;

H.

So Guyon having loft his truftie Guyde,
Late left beyond that Ydle Lake, proceedes
Yet on his way, of none accompanyde ;

And evermore himfelfe with comfont feedes

Of his own vertues and praife-worthie deedes,

So, long he yode, yet no adventure found,

Which Fame of her lln'iil trompet worthy
reedes :

For ftill he traveild through wide waftfull

ground,

That nought but defert wjlderneffe ftiewd all

around.

III.

At laft he came unto a gloomy glade,

I. 9. ^<>s winged fejell] 'Tis the very expreffion of

Pindar, vccoi; vTroTrltpa, Oli/nip. ix. 36; for the fails are her wings.
V Velprum pandimus alas, Virg. JEn. iii. 520. Upton.

II. 4. ^)i(l evermore himfelfe "with comfort feedes

Of Ids own vertues &c.] Philofophical expreflions of

this kind often occur in our old writers. See my note on
Milton's Par. L. B. iv, 37.

" Then feed on thoughts, &c."

JNIr. Upton here traces the fentiment to Plato's \vux^'^°'^"-^ >.oyu*

xcci a-y.B-^zuv, and Cicero's "
faturarj Ijonarum cogitutionum

epulis." Todd.
II. 8. • he traxcild through uide zcajlfull ground,

That nought but defert wildcrnefe Jhexvd all aroixnd.]

Thus in \he ancient allegory, entitled Le Pelerinaige de vie

humaine, the pilgrim meets the ill-favoured old woman Avarice,
laden witl} riches, in a gloomy valley :

" Comment le pelerin
trouua vne purfonde vallee plaine de hideurs, en laquelle il re-

contra vne lielie plus laide que celles dont deflus ell parle,

laquelle eftoit ertrangement habillee, &c," Todd,
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Cover'chvitli boughes and {hrubs from heavens

light.

AVhereas he fitting found in fecret fliade

An uncouth, falvage, and uncivile Wight,
Of

gi'iefly
hew and fowle ill-favour'd fight ;

His face with fmoke was tand, and eies were

bleard,

Plis head and beard with fout were ill bedight,

His cole-blacke hands did feeme to have ben

feard

In fmythes fire-fpitting forge, and nayles like

clawes appeard.

III. 4. Jn uncouth, falvage, &c.] This is exactly the de-

fcription of Plutus in the play of that name by Ariftophaiies ;

^laciuTaTo?, V, 78 ; aup^fAwf, V. 84 ; Oi\,'hora,7o(; 'ssoorm dutfjiotuVf v. 123.

And in Lucian's Timon we have the following defcription of

this Money-god, -jicrXsTo^yTu?, p.eya^oS'wpo?, as he is named : 'nxf°?i

(p^ovTwq oovctirXriuq, avviairctiiui; Ta? S'a>tTtJ^a?
ffl-po?

to e9o? riv cmMo-

yiayi.uv, as in the laft line of this ftanza, and naj/les like clawes

appear'd, with hooky nails, like the ravenous harpies. Perhaps
too Spenfer had Piers Plowman before him,

" And then came
Covefis—wyth two blered eyen," as in the prefent ftanza. See

alfo Chaucer, Rom. R. 202.
" Full croked were his hondis two :

" For Covetife is ever wode
" To gripin othir folkis gode." Upto'N'.

III. 9. In fmythesJire-i^xiimg &c.] Spett feems anciently
to have more limply fignitied difpeife, without the low idea

which we at prefent affix to it. Thus Milton, in Comus,
ver. 131.

" When the dragon woom
" Of Stygian darknefs/jjff* her thickeft gloom."

And Drayton, in the Barons Wars, of an exhalation ;

"
Spetteth

his lightening forth," B. ii. ft. 35. T. Warton.
It is remarkable, however, that both Spenfer's own editions

read "
Ars-fpitting," not fpetting. Todd.

E e 4



424 THE FAERIE QUEENE. ^BOOK IL

IV.

His yron cote, all overgrowne with ruR,

Was underneath enveloped with gold ;

Whole gliftring gloffe, darkned with filthy duft.

Well yet appeared to have beene of old

A worke of rich entayle and curious mould.

Woven with antickes and wyld ymagery :

And in his lap a mafle of coyne he told,

And turned upfide downe, to feede his eye
And covetous delire with his huge threafury,

V.

And round about him lay on every fide

Great heapes of gold that never could be

fpent ;

IV. 3. Whofe glijiritig glojfe, darkned withJilt J}
1/ duli,

Well yet appeared &c.] Here, I think, darkned is

put for xi:as darkned
; and therefore I would place a full flop

after dtift. Jortin.
Mr. VVarton fubfcribes to Pr. Jortin's remark. See his

Obferv. on the Faer. Qu. vol. ii. p. 11. I refpeftfully diflent

from them. There is no elleipfis in this paflage, and no period

required after dttjl. If the learned crilicks had followed the

poet's firft edition, no difficulty would have occurred. But

they were mifled by fubfequent editions. See the next note.

The fenfe here is, Whofe gliftering gloffe, darkned (i. e. being

darkned) with filthy dull, well appeared notwithjlanding to have
beene &c. Todd.

IV. 4. Well yet appeared'] So the firft edition reads ;

which Hughes's fecond edition, the editions of 1751, of

Church, and Upton, rightly follow. Spenfer's fecond edition

reads, lefs perfpicuoufly,
" Well it appeared ;" and has been

followed by all the folios, by Hughes's firll edition, and by
Tonfon's edition of 1758. Todd.

IV. 5. q/'ri'c/i entayle,] Carting, fculpture. So

Chaucer, Rom. R. l62.
" An image of another entaile,"

|tal. intagliare, intaglio. Upton,
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Of which fome were rude owre, not purifide

Of Mulcibers devourhig element ;

Some others were new driven, and diftent

Into great ingowes and to wedges fquare ;

Some in round olates withouten moniment :

But mod were Itampt, and in their metal bare

The antique Ihapes of kings and Kefars ftraung

and rare.

VI.

Soone as he Guyon faw, in great affright

And hafte he rofe for to remove afide

Thofe pretious hils from ftraungers envious

fight,

And downe them poured through an hole

full wide

Into the hollow earth, them there to hide :

But Guyon, lightly to him leaping, ftayd

His hand that trembled as one terriiyde ;

And though himfelfe were at the fight dif-

mayd.
Yet him perforce reftraynd, and to him doubt-

full fayd ;

V, 7. So7ne in round plates xiithoufen moniment ;] Spelt as

the Ital. monhncnti) ; meaning here, image, fuperfcription, orna-

ment
; yvoi^ia-i^K, gnorifma, monumentum. Upton.

VI.. 3. Jliofe pretious hils] In the preceding ftanza, he

fays
"

great hcapcs of gold ;" and I had rather read here,
"

pretious heapes :" for immediately follows,
" And domie them poured through an hole full wide :"

for the metaphor, pouring of hills, is very harih j but not fo,

pouring of heaps of -wealth. Upton.
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VII.

" What art thou, Man, (if man at all thou art,)

That here in delert haft thine habitaunce.

And thefe rich hils of welth doeft hide

apart

From the worldes eye, and from her right
ufaunce t"

Thereat, with ftaring eyes fixed afkaunce,

In great difdaine he anfvverd ;
"
Hardy Elfe,

That dareft view my direful countenaunce !

I read thee rafli and heedleffe of thyfelfe.

To trouble my ftill feate and heapes of pretious

pelfe.
VIII.

" God of the world and worldlinjrs I me call.

Great Mammon, greateft god below the fkye.

VII. 3. yiiid thefc rich hils] This is the reading of Spen-
fer's firft edition, to which Hughes's fecond edition and Mr.
Church's adhere, in conformity to "

pretious hils" in the pre-

ceding ftanza. All other editions read " rich heapes." Mr.

Upton, however, acknowledges that hils is not improper here.

Thus Barnefield, in his Ladij Pecunia, l605, ft. 14, has ^'^ mounts
of monej'." Todd.

VII. 4.  from her right ufuunce ?] Is

her to be referred to wealth or xvorld ? Not to world, for then
it (hould be " his right ufaunce." But heaps or hills of wealth

require
" their right ufaunce." Upton.

VIII. 1. God of the world and worldlings I me call.

Great Mammon,^ Mammon is mentioned in Matt.
vi. 24, and Litke xvi. 13. Riches unjuftly gained are the

wages of the Devil, or of that invifible being,
" the god of

the world and worldlings ;" but I would rather read,
"
god of

this world and worldlings." So, in John xii. 31. " Prince of
this world." And in I Cor. ii. b".

" Prince of this age." In

Milton's Par. Reg. B. iv. 203. Satan thus fays of himfelf,
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That of my plenty poure out unto all,

And unto none my graces do envye :

Riches, renowme, and principality,

Honour, eftate, and all this worldes good,

For which men fwinck and fweat inceflantly,

Fro nie do flow into an ample flood.

And in the hollow earth have their eternall

brood.

IX.

" Wherefore if me thou deigne to ferve and {e\v,

x\t thy commaund lo ! all thefe mountaines

bee :

Or if to thy great mind, or greedy vew,

All thefe may not fuffife, there fhall to thee

Ten times fo much be nombred francke and

f}}ree.

" Mammon," faid he,
"
thy godheads vaunt

is vaine.

And idle offers of thy golden fee ;

" God of this world invok'd, &c." Mammon is fuppofed to

aflTift men in their unrighteous acquifition of riches, hence

Maiyiman in the Syriack, and Plutits in the Greek languages,
\vhich fignity riches, fignify likewife the god of liches. He is

finely ddcribed in Par. LoJ, B. i. 6'«0, ike. Upton.
Vill. 7. For u/iic/i men fwinck] Labour. See alio ft. 3^,

and the note on S/iep. Cal, April, ver. 99. Todd.
IX. 1. and few,] Follow. Fr.

fuivre. Uptox.
IX. 2. At thy cowmaand lo ! &c.] The temptation of Sir

Guyon will remind the reader of that fine paffage in Milton'?

Paradife Regained, where Satan vainly affails our Lord with

the fpecious offer of wealth, B. ii. ^'12—431. Spenfer indeed

evidently alludes to the Temptation in the Wildernefs. Todd.
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To them that covet fuch
ej^e-ghitting gaine

Proffer thy giftes, and fitter fervaunts entertaine.

X.

" Me ill befits, that in derdoing armes

And honours fuit my vowed daies do fpend.

Unto thy bounteous baytes and plealing

charmes.

With which weake men thou witchefl, to

attend ;

Regard of worldly mucke doth fowly blend

And low abafe the high heroicke fpright,

That ioyes for crownes and kingdomes to

contend :

Faire fliields, gay fteedes, bright armes, be

my dehght ;

Thofe be the riches fit for an advent'rous

Knight.'*
XT.

" Vaine glorious Elfe," faide he,
" doeft not

thou weet,

X. 1. Me ill heCiis,] It ill becomes me. Upton and Church

follow the poet's own reading, hejits. The other editions read

lejits.
See the note on bcjits, F. Q. i. i. 30. Todd.

X. 5. •

blend] Bhinijh. So he

ufes blent, F, Q. i. vi. 42.
" Yet ill thou blamed me for having blent
" My name." Church.

X. 8. Fairejhields, gayjleedes, bright armes, be my delight ;

Thofe be the richesJitfor an adventurous Knight.^ Thus

Orlando refufes riches, Berni, Orl. fnnam. L. i. C. 25. i\. ip.
** e non mi grava

" D'eflermi pofto a ril'chio di morire,
" Che di pericol folo, e di fatica
'*

II cavalier fi pafce e fi nutrica." Upton.
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That money can thy wantes at will fupply ?

Sheilds, fteeds, and armes, and all things for

thee meet,

It can purvay in twinckling of an eye ;

And crownes and kingdomes to thee multiply.

Do not I kings create, and throw the crowne

Sometimes to him that low in dufl doth ly.

And him that raignd into his rowme thruft

downe ;

And, whom I luft, do heape with glory and

renowne ?"

XIL
" All otherwife," faide he,

" I riches read,

And deeme them roote of all difquietneflfe ;

Firft got with guile, and then preferv'd with

dread.

And alter fpent with pride and laviflmefle,

Leaving behind them griefe and heavinefl'e :

Infinite mifchiefes of them doe arize ;

Strife and debate, bloodflied and bitternefTe,

Outrageous wrong and helliili covetize ;

That noble heart, as great dillionour, doth

defpize.

XII. 3. Firjl got -with guile, c^nd then prefervd with dreqd,}

Compare Juvenal, *S'«^. xiv. 303.
" Tatitis parta malis, curd majore metuque" Servantur." Upton".

XII. 9. as great dijhoiioiir,] I read, with

Spenfer's firft edition,
"

in great dilltonour," which is the fame
a^ in great difdain.Church.

The fecond and fublequent edition!? read " That noble hart,
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XIII.

*' Ne thine be kingdomes, ne the fcepters
thine ;

But redmes and rulers thou doeft both con*

found,

And loyall truth to treafon doeft inchne :

WitnelTe the guiltlefle blood pourd oft on

ground ;

The crowned often flaine ; the flayer cround ;

The facred diademe in peeces rent ;

And purple robe gored with many a wound ;

Caftles furprizd ; great cities fackt and brent :

So mak'ft thou kings, and gayneft wrongfull

government !

XIV.

"
Long were to tell the troublous ftormes that

tofle

The private ftate, and make the life uofweet :

Who fwelling fayles in Cafpian fea doth

croife,

And in frayle wood on Adrian gulf doth

fleet.

Doth not, I weene, fo many evils meet/'

as great diflionour doth defpize," that is, Tfie "which a noble
heart doth delpile as a great dilhonour. That is perpetually
ufed for the uhkh ; and the particles a, the, are as frequeatly
omitted. Upton.
XIV. 4. Adria7i Gulf] The Adriatick

fea, or Gulf of Venice. That and the Cafpian fea are both
noted for dangerous feas. Church.
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Then Mammon wexing wroth ;
" And why

then/' fayd,
" Are mortall men fo fond and undifcreet

So evill thing to feeke unto their ayd ;

And, having not, complaine ; and, having it,

upbrayd ?"

XV.
"

Indeed," quoth he,
"
through fowle intem-

peraunce,

Frayle men are oft captiv'd to covetife :

But would they thinke with how fmall al-

lowa{ijice

Untroubled nature doth herfelfe fuffife.

Such fuperflaities they would defpife,

Which with fad cares empeach our native

ioyes.

At the well-head the purest flreames arife ;

But mucky filth his braunching armes an-

noyes,

And with uncomely weedes the gentle wave ac-

cloyes.

XIV. 6, Jnd xvhy then, fayd,'\ And
why then, fayd /ic. An uncommon elleiplis. Todd.
XV. 1. quoth \\e,'\ Sir Gui/on, Church.
XV. 3. But v:onld they thinke with hoio fmall allowaunce

Untroubled nature doth herfelfe fuffife, &c.] Lucan,
L. iv. 377.

" Difcite qukm parvo liceat prodncere vitam,
" Et quantum natura petat." Jortin.

XV. 6. empeach] Hinder. Upton,
XV. 9. '

 

accloyes.] Chokes,
or clogs up. See the note on accbyeth, Shep. Cal. Feb. Todd.
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XVI.

" The Antique world, in his firft flowring youth,
Fownd no defe6t in his Creators prace >

But with glad thankes, and unreprov ed truth,

The guifts of foveraine bounty did embrace :

Like angels life was then mens happy cace :

But later ages pride, like corn-fed fteed,

Abufd her plenty and fat-fwolne encreace

To all licentious luft, and gan exceed

The meafure of her meane and naturall firft

need/

xvn.
" Then gan a curfed hand the quiet wombe

XVI. 3. —
unreproved frutli,] So

JVIilton, Far. Loji, B. iv. 492.
" So fpake our general Mother, and with eyes
" 0( conjugal afi'e^ion iinrepi-ov'd

—" ThyeRj
Milton, I think, ufes ujireprov'd fur blainelefs, innocent, fuch

as could not be reproved. But Spenfer by unreproved truth

means Jincerit]/.
The fenfe is, The antique world was/mcerel]/

thankful for the grace or favour of its Creator. Church.
XVI. 6. But later ages pride, like cornfed fteed,

Abufd her plenty andfat fwolne encreafe Sec] Our

poet, like his royal millrefs, was a great reader of Boetius, and
feems here to have him in view, ConfuL Phil. L. ii. v.

*' Felix niniium prior astas—
" Heu ! primus quis fuit ille,
" Auri qui pondera tecli,
*'

Gemmafque latere volentes
" Pretiofa pericula fodit ?"

The comparifon is happy, of the corn-fedfeed to the pride of

later ages ; and fcriptural :

"
They were asfed horfes," Jer. v.

8. They kicked, and grewfat, and uanton, uq r«Toj IWo? ay-orK-

<r»i I7ti (pcirvn, JI. ^. 506. UPTON.
XVJI. 1. Then gan &c.] Milton, fpeaking of Mammon,

fays, in Far, L. B, 1. 684v
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Of his great grandmother with fleele to

wound,

And the hid treafures in hei' facred tombe
' With facriledge to dig : Therein he fownd

Fountaines of gold arid filver to abownd,

Of u liich the matter of his huge defire

And pompous pride eftfoones he did com-

pownd ;

Then Avarice gan through his veines infpire

;His greedy flames, and kindled life-devouring

fire/^

"
by him firft

*' Men alio, and by his fuggeltion tiiught,
*' Ranfack'd the center, and with mpioiis hands
" Rifled the boxcels of their mother earth
" For treafures better hid."

Spenfer, I think, gave
" the quiet tombe," and " her facred

wombe." The fenfe, this way, appears to me much finer
; and

iuch tranfpofitions, by the printer's miftake, are frequent in

the firft edition. So Fletcher, who never lofes fight of our

poet, Purp. IJl. C. viii. i\. 27.
" Oh hungrie metall, falfe defceitfull ray,
" Well laid'll thou dark, preft in th' earth's hidden wombe ;

"
Yet, through our mother's entrails cutting way,

" We dragge thy buried corfe from hellijh tombe." Church.
The propofed emendation is perhaps not neceflary. The

poet, I conceive, could not intend the expreffion,
" to wound

the quiet tombe ;" for that feems hardly reconcileable to fenfe.

The words, both of Spenfer and Milton, are an allufion,

as every clafllcal reader mull have noticed, to Ovid, Met.

i. 138. —:
" Itum eft in vifcera terrx ;

"
Quafque recondiderat, Stygiifque admoverat umbris,

*'
Effodiuntur opes."

Fletcher's phrafe,
'* to dragge the buried metall from hellijh

tombe" is juft; but is not analogous to the idea of a *' hand

wounding a tomb." Todd.

VOL. III. F f
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XVIII.

"
Sonne," faid he then,

"
lett be thy bitter

fcorne.

And leave the rudenefle of that Antique age

To them, that hv'd therin in ftate forlorne.

Thou, that doefthve in later times, muft wage

Thy workes for wealth, and life for gold

engage.

If then thee lift my offred grace to ufe.

Take what thou pleafe of all this furplufage ;

If thee lift not, leave have thou to refufe :

But thing refufed doe not afterward accufe.*'

XIX.

" Me lift not," faid the Elfin Knight,
" receave

Thing offred, till I know it well be gott ;

Ne wote I but thou didft thefe goods bereave

From rightfuU owner by unrighteous lott,

Or that blood-guiltineffe
or guile them blott."

"
Perdy,'" quoth he,

"
yet never eie did vew,

Ne tong did tell, ne hand thefe handled not ;

XVIII. 1. lett be] Leave of, away with.

Church.
XVIII. 4. wust wage

7% workes &c.] To wage war, bellum gerere,

is properly expreffed. To wage works, that is, to carry on thy

works, or to work, is an abufe, as the grammarians lay, of th©

phrafe. But the \a.\\yers iay to wage law. Upton.
Mui\ wage, i. e. mu(t pledge. Church.
XIX. 7. — ne fiand thefe handled not,] Two ne*

gatives ufually make aa affirmative, as in Milton, Par. L» 13*

xi. 396.
" nor could his eye 7wt kea

< The empire of Negus ;"
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But fafe I have them kept in fecret mew
From hevens fight and powre of al which them

pourfew/'

XX.
*' What fecret place/' quoth he,

" can fafely

hold

So huge a maife, and hide from heavens eie ?

Or where haft thou thy wonne, that fo much

gold
Thou canft preferve from wrongand robbery ?"

" Come thou/' quoth he,
" and fee/^ So by

and by

Through that thick covert he him led, and

fownd

A darkfome way, which no man could defcry.
That deep defcended through the holloHv

grownd,
And was with dread and horror compafTed

arownd.

That is, He faw the empire &c. But the old Englifh poets

frequently ufe two and fometimes three negatives, without in-

tending an affirmative. So Chaucer, p. 110. edit. Urr.
" Ne comfort in this time ne had he none." Church.

XX. 3. thy wonne,] Habitation. The word is

often thus ufed as a fubftantive in Spenfer. Uptox.
XX. 7. A darkefome way , &c.] Mammon leads Sir Guyon

into the fubterranean caverns of the earth, and difcovers to
him his treafures. " Ibant obfcuri &c." Virg. Mn, iv. 268.

Compare Ovid, Met. iv. 432.
" Eft via declivis, funeftd nybila taxo ;

" Ducit ad infernas per muta filentia ledes."

See alfo Met, xiv. 122. Upton.

Ff2
^
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XXI.

At length they came into a larger fpace,

That ftretcht itfelfe into an ample playne ;

Through which a beaten broad high way
did trace,

That ftreight did lead to Plutoes grielly

rayne :

By that wayes fide there fate infernall Payne,

. XXI. 1. At length they came &c.] Spenfer often repeat-

'.edly introduces his allegorical figures, which he fometimes
defcribes with very little variation from his firft reprefentation ;

. particulaily, Difdai/i, Fear, Envy, and Danger. In this poem
-.we likewife meet with two hells ; here, and in B. i. v. Jl.

'J'. Wa rton.
XXI. 3. Through which a beaten broad high way did trace,]

"Co.mpare JNIilton's defcription of the infernal environs, after

Satan has
pafll'ed through them, Par. Lojl, B. ii. lO^-i. -

"
' ••  —'—'^ -^- " Sin and Death amain

"
Following his track, I'uch was the will of Heaven, '

" Pav'd after him a broad and beaten way
'"

. . -1' Over the dark abyfs
—" Todd,

XXI. 4. rayne :] Reign in our old

poetry is ufed for realm or region. And thus JNIilton, I'ar. L.
B. i. 543. " The reign of Chaos &c." Upton.
XXI. 5. By that wayes fide &c.] Refpeding the allego-

rical perfonages which follow, much interefting information is

to be found in the Dilfertations prefixed to this poem. Todd.
Ibid. By that wayes fide there fate infernall Payne,] So the

fecond edition and tlie folios read. The firll edition reads in-

teriie.ll. They are all infernall all diabolical imps of Eiebus
and Night ; as the reader may fee in Cicero De Nat. Deor. iii.

17, and may confult. at his leifure the notes of Dr. Davis. If

infern-al is Spenfer's own correction ; then thefe liorrid imps,
that befet the entrance into hell, are all charaderifed from the

iirft, which is Payne, as infernal ; for the epithet is applicable
to them all : but if internal is Spenltr's reading, then Payne is

particular^ ciiarafierifed ; fuch'payne as atiHicis.men internally :

i'o particularly he charafterifes tumultuous Strife, cn/e/ Revenge,
&c. U Spenfer therefore wrot.e internal, we muft explain it,
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And faft befide him fat tumultuous Strife ;

The one in hand an yron whip did ftrajne,

The other brandiflied a bloodj knife ;

And both did gnafli their teeth, and both did

threaten Life.

XXII.

On th' other fide in one confort there fate

Cruell Revenge, and rancorous Defpight,

Diiloyall Treafon, and hart-burning Hate ;

But gnawing Gealofy, out of their fight

Sitting alone, his bitter lips did bight ;

And trembling Feare ftill to and fro did fly,

And found no place wher fafe he iliroud

him might:

Lamenting Sorrow did in darknes lye ;

And Shame his ugly face did hide from living

eye.
XXIII.

And over them fad Horror with grim hew

pain that afflids men internally; if infernal, which I rather

think, then this general epithet, though joined to Pai/ne, as

Handing firft, is applicable to them all. Upton.
Mr. Church appears to have been of the lame opinion, and

accordingly reads infernall. So does the edition of 1758. In

Hughes's lecond edition it is inlcrnal; and the edition of 1751,

affeding probably to emend the pafiage, reads eternal. Todd.
XXI. 8. • brandi/hed a bloody knife,] This is copied

from Chaucer, Knight's Tale, 2005. " Contek with bloody

knife," i. e. Contention, Strife,
"
geminumque tenens Difcor-

dia ferrum," Statins, L. vii. Upton.
XXIII. 1. And over them fad Horror &c.] That is, over

thofe infernal imps mentioned in the two preceding ftanzas.

4nd after him, that is, after Horror :

Ff3
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Did alwaies fore, beating his yron wings ;

And after liim owles and night-ravens flew.

The hateful! meffengers of heavy things,

Of death and dolor telling sad tilings ;

Whiles fad Celeno, fitting on a clifte,

A fong of bale and bitter forrow fings,

That hart of flint afonder could have rifte ;

AVhich having ended after him (he flyeth fwifte.

XXIV.

All thefe before the gates of Pluto lay ;

By whom they paffing fpake unto them

nought.
But th' Elfin Knight with wonder all the way
Did feed his eyes, and fild his inner thought.
At laft him to a litle dore he brought,
That to the gate of hell, which gaped wide.

Was next adioyning, ne them parted ought :

*' Whiles fad Celeno, fitting on a clifte,
" A fong of bale and bitter forrow fings."

Thefe verfes are finely turned ; and the repetition of the let-

ters has a vifible force. " In praerupta confedit riipe Celaeno,
infelix vates," Virg. yE«. iii. 24.5. Upton.
XXIV. 7. ne them parted ought:] This is the

reading of Spenfer's fecond edition, and was probably thus
altered by him, as Mr. Upton alfo obferves, that the fame word
might not needlefsly rhyme to itfelf. It was before " ne thera

parted tioitght," which the editions of 1751 and of Church fol-

low ; and Mr. Church afligns the reafon of his choice, by re-

ferring to his note on ft. 19,
" ne hand thefe handled not."

But here ** ne them parted ought," that is,
" and parted them

710^ at all," is more perfpicuous ; and is acccordingly adopted
in all the other editions. Todd.
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Betwixt them both was but a htle ftride,

That did the Houfe of Richeffe from hell-mouth

divide.

XXV.

Before the dore fat felfe-confuming Care,

Day and night keeping wary watch and

ward,

For feare least Force or Fraud fliould una-

ware

Breake in, and fpoile the treafure there in

gard :

Ne would he fuffer Sleepe once thether-ward

Approch, albe his drowfy den were next;

For next to Death is Sleepe to be compard;
Therefore his houfe is unto his annext :

Here Sleep, there Richelle, and hel-gate them

both betwext.

XXVI.

So foon as Mammon there arrivd, the dore

To him did open and affoorded way :

Him followed eke Sir Guyon evermore,

Ne darknelTe him ne daunger might difmay.

XXV. 5. •which gaped wide,] Hell-gate is

always wide open. See Virg. jEn. vi. 127j and Milton's Par,

Loji, B. ii. 884. Upton.
XXV. 7. For next to Death is Sleepe to be compard ;] Death

and Sleep were ^irothers; both fons of Night and Erebus:
Hence Homer, II. |'. 231.

EvS "Ytt^o) |v|:x(o^r)Ta >t«<r»7»>;Tw 0«y«TOko.

Hence too Virg.^iEw. vi. 278.
*'

Tuni confanguineus Lethi Sopor." UptoiT.

r f 4
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Soone as he entred was, the dore ftreightway
Did fliutt, and from behind it forth there lept
An ugly Feend, more fowle then difmall day ;

The \yhich with monftrous ftalke behind him

ftept,

And ever as he went dew watch upon him kept.
XXVII.

Well hoped hee, ere long that hardy Gueft,

If ever covetous hand, or luftfull eye,

Or hps he layd on thing that likt him beft.

Or ever fleepe his eie-ftrings did untye.

Should be his pray : And therefore ftill on

bye
He over him did hold his cruell clawes,

Threatning \yith greedy gripe to doe him dye,

And rend in peeces with his ravenous pawe^,
If ever he tranfgreft the fatall Stygian lawes.

XXVIII.

That Iloufes forme within was rude and ftrong,

Lyke an huge cave hewne out of rocky clifte,

From whofe rough vaut the ragged breaches

hono;

Embofl with mafiy gold of glorious guifte,

And with rich metall loaded every rifte,

That heavy ruine they did feeme to threatt ;

 XXVI. 7. An ugly Feend more Jo-wle then difmall day,] A
fiend more foul than a difmal day. INIethinks the image is

more ftriking, than if the fiend jiad been compared to night.

Nt;xT« law.uu 11. a. 47, Od. a'. 60.5.
" Black it Itood as night,"

Milton, Far. Lojl, B. ii. 670. Upton.
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And over them Arachne high did hfte

Her cunning web, and ipred her flibtile nett,

Enwrapped in fowle fmoke and clouds more

black than iett.

XXIX.

Both roofe, and floore, and walls, were all of

gold,

But overgrowne with duft and old decay,

And hid in darknes, that none could behold

The hew thereof: for vew of cherefull day

Did never in that Houfe itfelfe difplay,

But a fliint fliadow of uncertein light ;

Such as a lamp, whofe life does fade away ;

Or as the moone, cloathed with clowdy night.

Does ftiew to him that walkes in feare and fad

affright.

XXIX. 6. afa'uitJJmrlo-w of vncertein llghf ;

Such as a lamp, "whofc life
doesfade away ;

Or as the nioo/ic, cloathed with dowdy night,

Duesjhew to him that walkes in feare 6n.] Virg.

JEn. vi. 268.
"

I bant obfcuri fola fub node per umbram,
" Quale per incertam hinani fub luce maligna
" Eft iter in lilvis

;
ubi coelum condidit umbra

*'

Jupiter, et rebus nox abltulit atra colorem."

JOIITIN'.

•Compare F. Q. i. i. 4. And Taifo, C. xiii. 2.

" E luce incerta, e fcolorita, e mefta,
"

Quale in nubilo ciel dubbia fi vede,
" Se '1 di a. la notte, 6 s' ella a lui I'uccede."

See alfo Tailb, C. xiv, ^^7- And add Apoll. Rhodius, Argon,
jv. 1479-

Which verfes Virgil has imitated, /En. iv. 453. Uptox.
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XXX.
In all that rowme was nothing to be feene

But huge great jron chefts, and coffers

strong.

All bard with double bends, that none could
weene

Them to enforce by violence or wrong ;

On every fide they placed were along.
But all the grownd with fculs was fcattered

And dead mens bones, which round about

were flong ;

Whofe lives, it feemed, whilome there were

ibed,

And their vile carcafes now left unburied.

XXX. 1. In all that rowme -was nothing to he feene
But huge great yroii chejis and coffersJ'trong,
All bard ivith double bends,] It is not improbable

that Hogarth might have noticed, and been pleafed with, this

defcription. The pidure of the Rake's Progress, which
prefents us with a view of the hero, after the death of his ava-
ricious father, in a room where the furniture confifts princi-

pally of fimilar chejis and coffers, certainly leads us to admire
the minute difcrimination of the moral painter, as well as of
the moral poet. Todd.
XXX. 5. But all the ground with fculs xvas fcattered,

And dead mens bones,"] This paffage has been

already mentioned by Mr. Warton as refembling a defcription
in the Seven Champions. See the note on F. Q. i. iv. 36»
But there is probably an allulion alfo to the meadow of the

Syrens, Odijff. f/!. 45.
 

 

7ro>\,t; ; o
ocy,(p ofio(piv St;

Ayofiiv TTV^fjiivuv, y.. T. X.

Chapman, the tranflator of Homer, appears to have chofen the
fame expreflion as Spenfer :

" And round about it runnes a hedge or wall
** Oi dead mens bones

"
Todb.
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XXXI.

They forward palTe ; ne Guyon yet fpoke word,

Till that they came unto an yron dore,

Which to them opened of his owne accord,

And {hewd of richeffe fuch exceeding ilore,

As eie of man did never fee before,

Ne ever could within one place be fownd,

Though all the wealth, which is or was of

yore,

Could gatherd be through all the world

arownd,

And that above were added to that under

grownd.
XXXII.

The charge thereof unto a covetous Spright

Commaunded was, who thereby did attend,

And warily awaited day and night.

From other covetous Feends it to defend,

Who it to rob and ranfacke did intend.

Then Mammon, turning to that Warriour,

faid ;

"
Loe, here the w^orldes blis ! loe, here the

end,

XXXI. 3. Jfliick to them opened of his oxvne accord,] So,

in Milton, Par. L. B. v. 254. " The gale lelf-opened wide."

See alfo B. viii. 205. Mr. Upton conliders both poets as al-

luding to Homer, II. i. 74.9, where the gates of heaven open

fpontiuieous. I am periuaded, however, by the expreflions in

this paliage, that Spenler was thinking of Holy Writ, Ads xii.

10. " When they were pail the firft and the fecond ward, they
came unto the iron gate that leadeth unto the city ; which

opened io them of' its own accord." Todd.
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To which al men do ayme, rich to be made !

Such grace now to be happy is before thee laid."

XXX III.

"
Certes/' fajd he,

" I n'ill thine offred grace,
Ne to be made fo happy doe intend !

Another bhs before mine eyes I place,
Another happines, another end.

To them, that lift, thefe bafe reo:ardes I lend :

But I in armes, and in atchievements brave,

Do rather choofe my flitting houresto fpend.
And to be lord of thofe that riches have,

Then them to have my felfe, and be their fer-

vile fclave/'

XXXIII. 1. Certcs,fayd he, I nil! thine offered grace,
Ne to be made fo happy doe intend /] Mam-

mon faid JLift above,
"

I'uch grace now to be happy is before

thee laid." The Knight replies, I nill, I ne will, I will not, I

refufe thine ofi'ered favour, nor to be made fo happy do intend.

There is an ambiguity in the word happy, which if the reader

underftands not, he will lofe the fmartnefs of the reply. Thus
Jonfon, in the Alchemift:

" He may make us both happy in an houre,"

See alfo Homer, //. >!. 6"S- 'a^^^o? iA.a.y.api;
x»t

aptrfai*,
viri beati,

i.e. LOCUPLETis, per anum. Schol.
[/.uxccfoi, w^ao-io;, and

Hor. Sat. viii. Lib. 2.
"

LJt Nafidieni juvit te ccena beati'?"

And hence I explain the epithet given to Seftius, Hor. L. i.

Od. 4.
" O br.ate Sefli," meaning that he was rich, and in

licippy circumllances. Upton.
XXXIII. 8. And to be lord of thofe that riches have.

Then them to have nuil'dfand be theirferiilefclave.]

Cyrus told Croefus that he had his treafures too ;

" fori make

my friends rich," faid he,
" and reckon them both as treafures

and guards." Xenophon, Cyr. Inf. p. 584. edit. Hutchinfon;
where the learned editor mentions a like faying of Alexander,

who, being aflced where his treafures were, anfwered, Here,
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XXXIV.

Thereat the Feend his gnadiing teeth did grate,

And griev'd,
fo long to lacke his greedie pray;

For well he weened that fo glorious bayte

Would tempt his Gueft to take thereof affay:

Had he fo doen, he had him fnatcht away
More light than culver in the faulcons fid:

Eternal 1 God thee fave from fuch decay !

But, whenas Mammon faw his purpofe mift,

Him to entrap unwares another way he will.

XX xv.

Thence, forward he himleddand Aiortly brought
Unto another rowme, whofe dore fortln'ight

To him did open as it had beene taught :

Therein an hundred raunges weren pight.

And hundred fournaces all burning bright;

By evevy fournace many Feends did byde,

pointing to his friends. And Ptolomy, the fon of Lagus, faid.

That it more became a king to make others rich, than to be

rich himielf. See Plutarch's Jpop/it/iegms. Upton.
XXXIV. 1. Thereat the Feend his gnajhing teeth did grate,

Jnd griev'd fo long to lack &c.] See Mr.
Warton's note on this pall'age at the end of tiie canto

;
its

length occafionino; it to be there inferted. Todd.
XXXIV. 6. More light then culver in thefaulconsJijl .']

Vir-

gil, Mn. xi. 721.
" Quhm facile accipiter faxo facer ales ab alto
"

Confequitur pennis fublimem in nube columbam,
"

Comprenfamq; tenet, pedibuiq; evifcerat uncis."

The fame kind of fmiile he has again, F. Q. ii. viii. 50. Com-
pare Statins, Theb, \n\. 675, Ovid, ilfe^ vi. 51(), and Ariofto,
C. ii. 50.

" Come cafca dal ciel falcon maniero,
" Che levar veggia I'anitra, o'l Colombo." Upxoif.
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Deformed creatures, horrible in fight ;

And every Feend his bafie paines applyde
To melt the golden metall, ready to be tryde.

XXXVI.

One with great bellowes gathered filling ayre,

And with forft wind the fewell did inflame ;

Another did the dying bronds repayre
With yron tongs, and fprinckled ofte the fame

With liquid waves, fiers Vulcans rage to tame,

Who,mayftring them, renewd his former heat :

Some fcumd the droffe that from the metall

came ;

Some ftird the molten owre with ladles great :

And every one did fwincke, and every one did

fweat.

XXXVII.

But, when an earthly wight they prefent faw

XXXVI. 1. One with great bello-xes &c.] Virg. Mn.
viii. 449.

" Alii ventofis follibus auras
"

Accipiunt redduntque ; alii llridentia tingunt
*' jEra lacu : gemit impofitis incudibus antrum."

See Homer, //. a-'. 468. Jortin.
XXXVI. 7. Some fcumd the droffe &c.] The employment

of thefe fiends feems to have given the hint to Milton, where
he fpeaks of the fallen angels as bufily employed under the

diredion of Mammon, Par. Loji, B. i. 702, &c. Church.
XXXVI. 8. Somejiird the molten owre with ladles great ;

And every one did fwincke, &c.] When Thetis

came to Vulcan, fhe found him thus fwinking and fweating,
tov ^'

tlf' l^fuovTu, II. a. 372. Compare Callimachus, In Dian,

ver. 49, &c. And Virgil, ^n. viii. 445, &c. Upton.
XXXVII. 1. But, when an earthly &c.] So the firft edition

reads; which the editions of 1751, Church, and Upton, fol-

low. The reft read either '• when as," or *' whenas." Topp,
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Gliftring in armes and battailous aray,

From their whot work thej did themfelves

withdraw

To wonder at the fight ; for, till that day,

They never creature faw that cam that way:
Their flaring eyes fparckling with fervent fyre

And ugly Ihapes did nigh the Man difmay,

That, were it not for lliame, he would retyre ;

Till that him thus befpake their foveraine lord

and fyre;
XXXVIII.

"
Behold, thou Faeries Ibnne, with mortall eye,

That living eye before did never fee !

The thing, that thou didft crave fo earneftly,

To weet whence all the wealth late Ihewd

by mee

Proceeded, lo ! now is reveald to thee.

Here is the fountaine of the worldes good !

Now therefore, if thou wilt enriched bee,

Avife thee well, and chaunge thy wilfull

mood ;

Leaft thou perhaps hereafter wifli, and be with-

Hood/'
XXXIX.

" Suffife it then, thou Money-god,'* quoth hee,

XXXVII. 5. creature] He means earthly
creature. Church.
XXXVII. 6". TheirJlaring eyes fparckling withferventfyre^"]

Plato, fpeaking of the infernal tormentors, has thus called

tiiem, »7fK)» Km hotw^ok \^tiv, De Repub. lib, x. Upton,
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" That all thine ydle offers I refufe.

All that I need 1 have ; what needeth mee
To covet more then I have caufe to ufe ?

With fuch vaine fliewes thy worldlinges vyle

abufe ;

But give me leave to follow mine emprife."

Mammon was much difpleaid, yet no'te he

chufe

But beare the rigour of his bold mefprife ;

And thence him forward ledd, him further to

entifci

XL.

He brought him, through a darkfbm narrow

Itray t,

To a broad gate all built of beaten gold :

The gate was open ; but therein did wayt
A fturdie Villein, flryding ftiffe and bold,

As if the Higheft God defy he would:

XXXIX. 8.  

mefprife,] Contempt, or

negle8:. Fr. The fecond edition, by an errour of the prefs,

reads mefpife, which feme editions have followed, Todd.
XL. 1. —— a darkfome narrow ftrayt,] That is,

Jireet,
*' Strata viarum." The letters anfwer to the rhyme.

UPTO>f.

XL. 5. Js if the Higheft God] The 283d page of Spen-
fer's firft edition contains the lall five lines of this ftanza, and

the three fubfequent Itanzas ; and the table of Errata to that

edition, directs the alteration of the to that in the aforefaid

page. Either we muft alter therefore, as INIr. Upton obferves,

the into that, in the prefent paflage ;
or in 1k. 42,

" the Villein"

into " that Villein;" or in ft. 43. " the fierce Carle" into
" that fierce Carle." Mr. Upton has made the alteration here

into " that Higiieft God." JNIr. Church, and Tonfon's edition

of 1758, retain the original reading,
" the Higheft Gud ;" to
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In bis right hand an yron club be held,

But be bimfelfe was all of golden mouldj

Yet bad both life and fence, and well could

weld

That curfed weapon, when bis cruell foes he

queld.
XLI.

Difdayne be called was, and did difdajne
To be fo cald, and who fo did him call :

Sterne was his looke, and full of flomacke

vayne ;

His portaunce terrible, and ftature tall.

Far paffing th* bight of men terreftriall ;

wliicii I adherej as conceiving tne paffage to be more empha-
tical in its prefent than in its altered ftate ; and as bfelieving
the alteration that to have been defigned for " the fierce

Carle," ft. 43. Todd.
XL. 7. But he himfelfe Tvas all of golden mould,] "this is

the reading of Spenfer's fecond edition, which Mr. Upton foi-

lows 5 who alfo obferves that the reafon of this line being cof-

» rupted in the firft edition is eafily feen, viz. the word t/i-on in

the preceding line having caught the printer's eye. Thus,
" In his right hand an i/ron club he held,
" And he bimfelfe was all ofyron mould—"

The fecond edition may be certainly confidered as the poet's
own correction. We are to obferve alfo that he changed And
into But. The edition of 1751, and Mr. Church, however,
follow the firft edition ; but every other edition adheres to the

fecond. Todd.
XLI. i. Difdayne he called was,] We have another mon-

ftrcus giant of the fame name in lF. Q. vi. vii. 44. Difdain is

a Fairy Knight introduced in Ariofto, C. xlii. 53, 64, who frees

Rinaldo from the monfter Jealoufy. Upton.
XLI. 3. Sterne was his looke,] So the firft edition, and

right. Auvlv
^Epxo/xEco?. The fecond edition, and the folio of

1609, read " Sterne was to looke." Upton.

VOL. HI. G g
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Like an huge gyant of the Titans race *

That made him fcorne all creatures great
and fmall,

And with his pride all others powre deface :

More fitt emongft black fiendes then men to

have his place.

XLIL

Soone as thofe glitterand amies he did efpye^
That with their brightnefle made that dark-

nes light,

His harmefull club he gan to hurtle hye,
And threaten batteill to the Faery Knight ;

Who likewife gan himfelfe to batteill dight,

Till Mammon did his hafty hand withhold,

And counfeld him abftaine from perilous

fight ;

For nothing might abaih the Villein bold,

Ne mortall lleele emperce his mifcreated mould.

XLIII.

So having him with reafon pacifyde,

XLIL 2- that darbies] The edition of
1751 has here altered that into t/ie, without any authority;
miftaking, I fuppofe, the diredtion of the table of Errata,
which fubftitutes f/iat for th, not ike for f/tat, in the page of
which this ftauza forms a part. See the notes on ft. 40, ver. 5;
and ft, 43, ver. 2. It is remarkable, that Tonfon's edition of
17/38 alters not one of the paflages already mentioned. Todd.
XLIL 9. /iis mifcreated mould.] Mr. Ad-

difou was miftaken in thinking that mifcreated was a word of
•Milton's coining. Spenfer ufes it in F. Q. i. ii. 3, and in other

places, JoRTj>\
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And that fiers Carle commaunding to for-

beare,

He brought him in. The rowme was large

and wyde,
' As it fome gyeld or folemne temple weare ;

Many great golden pillours did upbeare

The mafly roofe, and riches huge luftayne ;

And every pillour decked was full deare

With crownes, and diademes, and titles vaine,

Which mortall princes wore whiles they on

earth did rayne.
XLIV.

A route of people there affembled were,

Of every fort and nation under fkye,

Which with* great uprore preaced to draw

nere

To th' upper part, where was advaunced hye
A ftately fiege of foveraine maieftye ;

And thereon fatt a Woman gorgeous gay,

And richly cladd in robes of royaltye,

XLIII. 2. And thatjfer* Carle] So Mr. Church has cor*

reded the paffage from the Errata fubjoined to the firft edi-

tion ; and, in my opinion, very properly. The preceding
ftanza concludes with a particular account of the Villein bold;

and therefore that feems here intended to mark more ftrongly

Difdain fo charaderifed. All other editions read " the fierce

Carle." Todd.
XLIII. 4. gyeld] Hall, a guild-hall. Anglo-

Sax. 5ild, Germ, gilde. Upton.
XLIV. 5. fiege] Seat. See the note on /lege,

F. Q. ii. ii. 39. Church.
XLIV, 6. And theronfatt a IVoman gorgeous gay.

And richlr)
clad in robes of royaltye^] This de-
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That never earthly prince in fuch aray
His glory did enhaunce, and pompous pryde

difplay.
XLV.

Her face right wondrous faire did feeme to bee,

That her broad beauties beam great bright-

nes threw

Through the dim Ihade, that all men might
it fee ;

Yet was not that fame her owne native hew,

But wrought by art and counterfeited (hew,

Thereby more lovers unto her to call ;

Nath'leire moft hevenly faire in deed and vew

She by creation was, till ihe did fall ;

Thenceforth (he fought for hefps to cloke her

crime withaii.

fcription perhaps our poet had from Job. Secundus, in his poem
called Regince PecunioE Regia :

*'

Regina in mediis magnas penetralibus aulae,
" Auroa tota, fedet folio fublimis in aureo—
" Haec eft ilia, cui famulatur maximus orbis—
" Telluris maguae Plutique facerrima proles."

Compare ft. 48. This Woman's name we have in ft. 49- Spen*-

fer loves for a while to keep his readers in doubt. Upton.
It may not be foreign to the fubjedt of this paflage to ob-

ferve, that Secundus's verfes appear to have alfo influenced a

profeffed difciple of Spenfer in his choice of a poetical theme ;

viz. Lady Pecunia, or The Praife of Money, by Richard

Barnefield, 4to. \605. He calls the Lady, ft. 2.
" Goddefle of Gold, great Emprefle of the earth !

*' O thou that canft doo all thinges vnder heauen \"

Baniefield had before written Sounds, entitled Cynthia, avow-

edly in imitation of Spenfer. Todd.
XLV. p. crime] Reproach. See the

note on crime, F. Q. i. xi. 4^. Church.
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XLVI.

There, as in gliftring glory ilie did fitt,

She held a great gold chaine jhncked well,

Whofe upper end to higheft heven was knitt.

And lower part did reach to loweft hell ;

And all that preace did rownd about her

fwell

To catchen hold of that long chaine, thereby

To climbe aloft, and others to excell :

That was Ambition, rafh defire to fty.

And every linck thereof a ftep of dignity.

XLVII.

Some thought to raife themfelves to high degree

By riches and unrighteous reward ;

Some by clofe fhouldring; fome by flatteree;

Others through friendes ; others for bafe re-

gard ;

And all, by wrong waies, for themfelves pre-

pard :
/

XLVI. 8. rajk deftre to fty,]
The lexico-

graphers hiform us, thatJly fignifies to foar, to afcend ; fo that

the lenfe, in the verfe before us, is, That was ambition, which

is a raih delire of ftill afcending upwards. Sty occurs often.

See Y. Q. i. xi. 25, iii. ii. 36', iv. ix. 33. And Muiopotmos,
i\. 6, Vifions ofBdlay, i\. 11, and Sonnet to the Earl of EJ'ex,

This word occurs in Chaucer's Teji. of Love, p. 480. edit. Urr.
' Ne fteyrs to Jiei/

one is none :" where it is ufed actively, to

lift one vp. Gower has ufed this word in the preter-iuiperfeft

tenfe, but neutrally, J. G. vnto the noble K. Hen. IV. v. 177.
" And or Chrille went out of this erthe here,
"

Andjiighed to heven."

Spenfer has himielf interpreted the word, in his View of Ireland^

STIE, quafi^aj/, in mounting. T. Warton.

Gg3
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Thofe, that were up themfelves, kept others

low ;

Thofe, that were low themfelves, held others

hard,

jSTe fiiffred them to ryfe or greater grow ;

But every one did ftrive his fellow downe to

throw.

XLVIII.

Which whenas Guyon faw, he gan inquire,
What meant that preace about that Ladies

throne,

And what Ihe was that did fo high afpyre ?

Him Mammon anfwered ;
" That goodly one.

Whom all that folke with fuch contention

Poe flock about, my deare, my daughter is :

Honour and dignitie from her alone

Derived are, and all this worldes blis,

For which ye men doe ftrive ; few gett, but

many mis :

XLIX,
" And fayre Philotime ftie rightly hight,
The faireft wight that wonneth under fkie,

XLVII. 7. Thofe, that xcere low themfelves, held others hard,
Ne J'uffred them to ryfe or greater grow ;] Ho-

race, L. i. Sat. \.

" Hunc atqne hunc fuperare laboret ?

" Sic feftinanti femper locuplelior obftat." Upton.
XLIX.]. Andfaijre VhWoiwwJhe rightly hight'l <t>i>^orii/iei.

I had rather the poet had given it,
" And Philotime fayre."

But he too often, like the ancient Englifh poets, breaks through
ail rules of quantity in his proper names. Upton.
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But that this darkfom neather world her light

Doth dim with horror and deformity,

Worthie of heven and hye fehcitie,

From whence the gods have her for envy
thruft :

But, fith thou haft found favour in mine eye.

Thy fpoufe I will her make, if that thou luft ;

That Ihe may thee advance for works and merits

iuft/'

L.

"
Gramercy, Mammon," faid the gentle Knight,
" For fo great grace and ofFred high eftate ;

But I, that am fraile flefh and earthly wight,

Unworthy match for fuch immortall mate

Myfelfe well wote, and mine unequall fate :

And were I not, yet is my trouth yplight.

And love avowd to other Lady late.

That to remove the fame I have no might :

To chaunge love caufelelfe is reproch to warlike

Knight."
LI.

Mammon emmoved was with inward wrath ;

Yet, forcing it to fayne, him forth thence ledd,

Through griefly fliadowes by a beaten path,

Into a Gardin goodly garnilhed

L. 1. Gramercy,] Great thanks, Fr. Grand merci. So,
in Thjifiory of Arthur uf hjtell Bjcytayne, tranllated by lorde

Earners, bl. 1. fol. Cap. Ixxxxiii.
"

I am fure yf I fliold haue

died in the quarell, I fliould haue fayd gramercy to hym that

would haue brought me his heed." Todd.

C g4
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With hearbs and fruits, whofe kinds mote not

be redd :

Not fuch as earth out of her fruitfull woomb
Throwes forth to men, fweet and well favored.

But direfull deadly black, both leafe and

bloom,

Fitt to adorne the dead and deck the drery
toombe.

LII.

There mournfuU cyprefie grew in greateft llore ;

And trees of bitter gall ; and heben fad ;

Dead fleeping poppy ; and black hellebore ;

Cold coloquintida ; and ietra mad ;

LI. 8. But direfull deadly Mack, both leafe and bloom,] -Tis

not unlikely that Spenler imaged the direful deadly and black

fruits, which this infernal garden bears, from a like garden,
which Dante defcribes, Infern. C. xiii.

" Non frondi verdi, ma di color fofco,
" Non rami fchietti, ma nodofi e 'nvolti,
*' Non pomi v'erau, ma ilecchi con tolco."

This garden or grove is mentioned in Virgil, Georg. iv. 467.
" Tasnarias etiam fauces, alta oftia Ditis,
" Et caligantem nigra formidine lucum
"

IngrelTus." Upton.
LII. 4. Cold coloquintida ;] Gerarde, in his Herball,

fpeaking of the coloquintida, or bitter gourde, fays, that "
it

is fowen and commeth to perfeclion in hot regions, but fel-

doni or neuer in thefe northerly and cold countries," p. 76'9,

edit. 1597. But Parkinfon, Gerarde's fucceflbr, fays that a

fpecies of it is called "
colocynthis Germanica, becaufe lefl'e

dangerous, and more eafie to grow in tlwfe colder countries."

Todd.
Ibid.  ietra madi] Tetra, that is,

tetrum folanum, deadly night-Jhade ; or rather tetragonia, a

name for the euonymus, which bears a fruit of poifonous quality,
Upton.
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Mortall famnitls ; and cicuta bad,

With which th' uiiiuft Atheniens made to dy
Wile Socrates, who, thereof quafling glad,

Pourd out his hfe and laft philofophy

To the fayre Critias, his deareft belamy!

Parkinfon, however, relates of the tcfragonia, that, though

Theophrattus, and others from him, have fa id that its leaves

are deadly, and pernicious, efpecially to flieep and goats, Clufius

li>is denied the aflertion, and even mentions that goats are fond

of it. See Theatrum Botanicum, edit. 1()40, p. 242, Todd.
LII. 5. MorfaUfamnifis,] He means, I believe, the fa-

vine-tree, arbor Sabina ; and calls it mortal, becaufe it pro-
cures abortion. The Samnites and Sabines being neighbour
nations, he ufes them promifcuoufly, according to the licence

of poetry. Tliis paflage gave me a deal of trouble ; and I

coiifulted every botanift, I could think of, whether there was

any fuch plant or tree, as the fainvitis ; but could not get the

ieaft information or hint about it. Upon confidering Spenfer's
manner of confounding neighbour nations and countries, and
his manner likewife of altering proper names, I am fixed my-
felf, with refpet^t to my rightly interpreting this place.

Upton.
LII. 6. With which] All the editions read Which with.

The author of the Gloflary to the edition of 1751 fays, that

Which with is ufed according to the Latin idiom for with which.

Mr. Upton made a limilar remark in his Letter to Mr. Weft

concerning a new edition of Spenfer ; but retraced the ob-

fervation in his note on this paflage, and confidered it rather

as the printer's idiom
; in other words, as an errour of the

prefs. Tonfon's edition of 1758, in order to latinife the ex-

prertion completely, has made the two words a compound,
Which-xcith. "

But," to ufe the words of Mr. Church,
"

I

know of no fuch ufe ; and we fhould read, as Jortin reads,
With which." Todd.

LII. 8. Pour'd out his life and laft philofophy
To the fayre Critias, &c.] He had no authority, I

prefume, for what he fays of Socrates and Critias. Critias

had been a difciple of Socrates, but he hated his mafter. Here
is the ftory of which, I luppofe, Spenfer had a confufed idea :

*' Quam me deleftat Theramenes ! quam elato animo eft !

Etfi enim fiemus, cum legimus, tamen non miCerabiliter vir



4o8. THE FAERIE QUEEXE. BOOK TU

LIII.

The Gardin of Proserpina this hight :

And in the midft thereof a filver feat,

With a thick arber goodly over-dight.
In which fhe often ufd from open heat

Herfelfe to (hroud, and pleafures to entreat ;

Next thereunto did grow a goodly tree,

clarus emoritur, qui cum conje6lu5 in carcerem triginta jufla

tyrannorum, veneimm ut fitiens obduxiflfct, reliquum fic e

poculo ejecit, ut id refonaret : quo fonitu reddito, arridens,

Propino, inquit, hoc pulcro Critiop, qui in eum fuerat teterri-

nius." Cicero. Tiifc. Di/p. i. 40. Jortin.
The truth is, our poet, by a flip of his memory, has applied

to Socrates what Tully relates of Theramenes. An eafy mif-

take this ; efpecially as Socrates is immediately made mention
of by Tully, as having drunk of the fame cup that Theramenes
did. The poet means to fay, that the philofopher drank the

cicuta had with as much gaiety, as if he had been at a banquet ;

and, agreeably to the cuftom obferved at fuch entertainments,

prefented his fervice to the fayre Critias, Tully's expreflion

literally tranflated ; which expreflion was underftood to be
ironical both by Tully and Spenfer. Church.

Theramenes was a philofopher, and an admirer of Critias,

who, afterwards becoming one of the thirty tyrants that har-

rafled the Athenian ftate, was defervedly refifted by Thera-
menes ; which Critias could not bear : fo he profecuted him,
and unjuftly had him put to death. When Theramenes drank
the poifon, what was left at the bottom of the cup he flung out,

(after the manner of the fport they formerly ufed, called Cot-

tabus,) calling upon, by name, his once dcarejl and now dcadliejl

belamy ! Upton.
LII. ()• • belamy.] Fair friaid.

Fr. bd ami Church.
LIII. 1. Tlie Gardin of VroiC^r^'ma this Iiight :

And in the midft thereof a filver feat,

JVith a thick arher goodly overdight,
In xchichjhe often uu'dfrom open heat

JJerj'elf'etofhrOivd, and pleafures fo entreat.

Next thereunto did grow a goodly tree,
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With braunchcs broad difpredd and body

great,

Clothed with leaves, that none the wood

mote fee,

And loaden all with fruit as thick as it might

bee.

LIV.

Their fruit were golden apples gliftring bright,

With braunchcs broad difpredd and body great.
Clothed with leaves, that none the wood mote fee.

And loaden all withfruit as thick as it might bee.

Their fruit were golden apples &c.] This mytho-

logy is drawn from Claudian. Pluto confoles Proferpine with

thefe promifes, Rapt. Prof. L. ii. 290.
" Nee mollia defunt

" Prata tibi : zephyris illic melioribus halant
*'

Perpetui flores, quos nee tua protulit Enna.
" Eft etiam lucis arbor pra?dives opacis,
*'

Fiilgcnti virides ramos curvata rnetallo.

*' Haec tibi facra datur
; fortunatumque tenebis

" Autumnum, et /w/i'/* femper ditabere pow?is."

The goldenfruit, and aflverjioole, are afterwards offered to the

Knight, by Mammon, as objefts of temptation, fl. 63.—Ovid

relates, that Pro/€T/;i«e would have been reftored to her mother

Ceres, had (he not been obferved by Afcalaphus to pluck a ra-

diant apple from a tree which grew in her garden ; the fame, I

fuppofe, which Claudian fpeaks of in the verfes jnft quoted ;

Met. V. 533.
" Cereri certum eft educere natam :

" Non ita fata finunt ; quoniam jejunia virgo
"

Solverat, et cultis duni Hmplex errat in hortis
" Puniceiim curva. decerpferat arbore pomuni."

From thefe verfes, Spenfer feems to have borrowed, and to

liave adapted to his prefent purpofe, the notion that thefe

golden apples were prohibited fruit. 'Ihe filver ftoole is added

from his own fancy, and is a new circumftance of temp-
tation. His own allegorifmg invention has alfo feigned,
that the plants, which grew in the Garden of Proferpine, were

direful deadlii blacke, &c. Whereas Claudian defcribes this

garden as tilled with flowers more beautiful than thofe of
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That goodly was their glory to behold ;

On earth hke never grew, ne hving wight
Like ever faw, but they from hence were fold ;

For thofe, which Hercules with conquefl bold

Got from great Atlas daughters, hence began.
And planted there did bring forth fruit of

gold ;

Enna. Nor is he lefs attentive to the ancient fabuIiAs, where
lie tells us, that the tree of the Hefperides fprung from this

of Proferpine ; that thefe were thrown in the way of Hippo-
manes and Atalanta, 11. 54; and that thofe, with which Acon-
tius won Cydippe, and which Ate flung among the gods, were

gathered from Proferpine's tree, It, 55. He adds, that the
branches of this tree overfpread the river Cocytus, in which
Tantahis was plunged to the chin, and who was perpetually
catching at its fruit. Homer relates, that many trees of de-
licious fruit waved over the lake in which Tantalus was placed ;

but it does not appear from Homer, that Tantalus was fixed
in Cocytus, but in fome lake peculiarly appropriated to his

punishment. Spenfer has alio made another ufe of Cocytus ;

that the fhores of this river eternally refounded with the Ihrieks

of damned ghofts, who were doomed to futier an everlafting
immerfion in its loathfome waters. Cocytus, fays an ancient
fable indeed, muft be pafied, before there is any poffibility of

arriving at the infernal regions ; but we are not taught, that
it was a puniHiment allotted to any of the gholts, to be thus

plunged in its waves; nor that this circuniftance was the caufe
of the ceafelefs lamentations which echoed around its banks.
What Spenfer has invented, and added to ancient tradition,

concerning Cocytus, in ft. 57, exhibits a fine image,
T. Warton.

LIV. 4. but tlicy from hence were fold :] That

is, except what came from that Garden. Ciiurcm.
With a little variation I would read Jiold, that is, procured

by ftealth. Upton.
LIV. 6". great Atlas daughters,'] By this pafTage

Milton probably had been induced to call tlie daughters of

Hefperus, daughters of Atlas, in his manufcript of Comus,
Ben Jonfon, in one of his Mafks, had alfo mentioned the
"

faire daughters of A this." Todd.
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And thofe, with which th' Euboean young
man wan

Swift Atalanta, when through craft he her out

ran.

LV.

Here alfo fprong that goodly golden fruit,

With which Acontius got his lover trew,

Whom he had long time fought with fruidefle

fuit :

LIV. 8.  th' Euboean i/ourig man] Hip-

pomanes was of Oncheftos, a city of Boeotia. See Ovid, 3Iet.

X. 6"05. F.uhcea is an ifland near Boeotia; fome fay, formerly

joined to it, but afterwards by inundations and earthquakes
rent from it, as Sicily was from Italy. But Spenfer confounds

neighbouring countries and nations, as I have mentioned

before. Upton.
LIV. p, through craft] By throwing a

golden apple at her feet, (three of which fort were given him

for this intent by Venus,) whenever (he was likely to get the

Hart of him. Virgil fays the apples were gathered from the

gardens of the Hefperides, Ed. vi. 6\. The reader may fee the

whole ftory in Ovid, Met. x. Fab. xi. Upton.
LV. 1. Here alfo fprong that goodly golden fruit

With which Acontius got his lover trew,

Whom he had long time fought with fruitlelle fuit:]

Obferve here a playing with found, a jingling pun ; which

Spenfer is not fo delicately nice as to avoid, when it comes

fairly in his way,
" Here fprung that golden fruit with which

Acontius got Cydippe, whom long time he ibught v:iihfruitleje

fuit." As bad as this pun may appear, the great Milton has

borrowed it, Par. L. B. ix. ()47.
"

Serpent, we might have fpar'd our coming hither,
"

Fruitlefs lo me, though fruit be here to' excefs."

Upton.
LV. 2. JVith which Acontius got &c.] But it was not with

an apple of gold that Acontius got his lover true. This feems

our poet's own mythology ; which he often varies and changes

jull as he pleafes. The whole ftory of the loves of Acontius

&nii CydippCj may be feen^ elegantly told, in the Epiftles of



462 THE FAERIE QUEENE. BOOK lli

Here eke that famous golden apple grew,
The which emongft the gods falfe Ate threw ;-

For which th' Idaean Ladies difagreed,

Till partiall Paris dempt it Venus dew,

And had of her fayre Helen for his meed,

That many noble Greekes and Troians made to

bleed.

LVI.

The warlike Elfe much wondred at this tree,

So fayre and great, that fliadowed all the

ground ;

And his broad braunchesj laden with rich fee,

Ariftsenetus, (as they are named,) lib. i. ep. x ; where the

apple is called kv^uhov
/xvi^oc,

an orange, citron, or quince ;
but

t/iis apple is there faid to be gathered from the gardens of

Venus. The infcription, written upon the apple, was MA THN
APTEMIN AKGNTmf rAMOYMAI. Cydippe took up the apple ;

and reading, Jhe /wore Jhe would marrj/ Acontius, without

knowing (lie thus fwore
; being unwarily betrayed by the am-

biguous infcription. See Ovid, Epifi. Her. xx. 209.
" Poftmodo nefcio qua veniffe volubile malum,

" Verba ferens diibiis infidiofa notis :"

So I would read, and not do6iis, or diiciis. Ui'TO>'^.

LV. 5. The which emongji the godsfalfe Ate threw ;] Com-

pare F. Q. iv. i. 19 and 22. Upton.
LV, 6. th' Idcean Ladies] He calls the three

goddefles, that contended for the prize of beauty, boldly, but

elegantly enough,
" Idaean Ladies." Jortix.

He calls the Mufes and the Graces likewife Ladies, F. Q»
i. X. 54, ii. viii. 6. Church.
The ladies may be further gratified by Milton's adaptation

of their title to the celebrated daughters of Hefperus, whom
lie calls " Ladies of the Hefperides," in his Far. Regained^
B. ii. 357. Todd.
LV. 7. dempt] Judged, or deemed. Anglo-

Sax, deman. In the Ifle of Mann, the civil Judge is diftin-

guilhed, to this day, by the title of the dempjUr. Todd.
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Did flretch themfelves without the utmoft

bound

Of this great Gardin, compaft with a mound :

Which over-hanging, they themfelves did

fteepe

In a blacke flood, which flow'd about it round ;

That is the river of Cocytus deepe.

In which full many foules do endle ffe wayle and

weepe.
LVII.

Which to behold he clomb up to the bancke ;

And, looking downe, faw many damned

wightes

In thofe fad waves, which direfull deadly

ftancke,

LVII. 2.  

fa'VJ many &c.] The conftrudion

-is. He faw many damned wii>hts continually plunged by cruel

fprights in thofe fad waves, which ftank deadly. Of is a pre-

pofition. And this kind of fynchyfis is frequently ufed by

Spenfer. Upton.
LVII. 3. In thofe fad waves,'] He fays,

"
fad waves,"

alluding to the etymology of Cocytus. See Milton, Par. L.

B. ii. 579-
"

Cocytus, nam'd of lamentation loud
" Heard on the rueful ftream." Upton.

Perhaps the epithet fad is adopted from Dante, who calls

Acheron "
la trfta riviera." Todd.

Ibid. xvkich direfull deadly Jlanckc,] Per-

haps, in faying thefe waves ftank fo direful deadly, he alludes

to the ancient vulgar opinion concerning the ftate of the un-

initiated, that they lie h ^ofSofu
in citno. See Plato's Phupdoy

fed. 13. And Ariftophanes, who wrote his Frogs, to ridicule

the ceremonies and notions of thefe myfteries, has the fame

expreffion, ver. 145.

Elra BOPBOPON -nroXi*,

Ka-i
ffy.u^

Lu *uy' h ^i iliTu nt^t/.h^i. UpTON.
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Plonged continually of cruell fprightes^

That with their piteous crjes, and yelHng

flirightesj

They made the further (hore refounden wide :

Emongft the reft of thofe fame ruefull fightes,

One curfed creature he by chaunce efpide,

That drenched lay full deepe under the Garden
fide.

LVIII.

Deepe was he drenched to the upmoft chin,

Yet gaped ftill as coveting to drinke

Of the cold liquour which he waded in i

And, ftretching forth his hand, did often

thinke

To reach the fruit which gfew upon the

brincke ;

But both the fruit from hand, and flood from

mouth,

Did fly abacke, and made him vainely
fwincke ;

The whiles he fterv'd with hunger, and with

drouth

He daily dyde, yet never througly dyen couth*

Lix.

The Knight, him feeing labour fo in vaine,
'

Aflctwho he was, and what he meant thereby ?

LVII. 5. .
fhrightes,] Shrieks.

See the uote onjkright, F, Q. vi. iv. 2. Todd.
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Who, groning deepe, thus anfwerd him

againe ;

" Moft curfed of all creatures Under
il<3'e,

Lo Tantalus, I here tormented Ije !

Of whom high love wont whjlome feafted

bee;

LIX. 6. Of wham /ligh Jore xvont w/ii/io?nefi(iJlc(l bee,] 'Tis

not improbable but this reading was owing to the copy being
blotted ; Jupiter admitted Tantalus to the banquets of the

immortals : for great and good men (till known to be other-

wife) w<;re faid to be often admitted to feall with tlie gods ; fo

Peleus, Hercules, &cc. and likewife Ixioh and Tantalus, while

they preferved their charaders. That Tantalus was admitced
to the banquet of Jupiter, we have the teftimony of Euri-

pides, in his Orejies, ver. 4, &c. See likewife the Schol, on
IJom. Od. X. 581. Let me add Ov. Met. vi. 173.

" mjhi Tantalus audor
" Cui Vicmt full fuperorum tangere mehfas."

Inftead of yli//, I read /o/i^a5 ; the librarian omitted tlie three

laft letters
" ^oYitas men/as." For many mortals were admitted

to the banquet of the gods; 'tis no unitfual thing. How eafy
now does the emendation ofter itfelf ?

" Lo Tantalus, I here tormented lye !

"
JV/iu of high Jove wont whylome feafted bee."

Let me add in confirmation of this emendation, the Greek

epigram, jlntholog. p. 307.

Nt,!* XitiJoo? Sc^iT?!? IjuEirS
rat* »j fGoiEOI 01

Jupiter and the reft of the gods (mee were feafted by Tantalus,
who cut in pieces his fon Pelops, and ferved him up as a

ciioice «li(h. See Servius, Virg. Georg. iii. 7. If Spenfer
alluded to this ftory, he would not have faid,

" Of whom high Jove wont whvlome feafted be."

Some fay, that, for this impious feaft and murder of liis own
fon, he was punilhed in hell. But Spenfer does not allude to

this ftory at all, but to another ; which is, that, being ad-

mitted to the feaft of the gods, he betrayed the heavenly
councils and fecrets

;
he could not digell his happinefs, fays

VOL. III. H h
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Lo, here I now for want of food doe dye !

But, if that thou be fuch as I thee fee,

Of grace I pray thee give to eat and drinke to

mee !

LX.

"
Nay, nay, thou greedy Tantahis," quoth he,
" Abide the fortune of thy prefent fate ;

And, unto all that live in high degree,

Enfample be of mind intemperate,

To teach them how to ufe their prefent (late."

Then gan the curfed Wretch alowd to cry,

Accuhng higheil love and gods ingrate ;

Pindar very finely, a^^«;
ya.^ y-xrum-^xi i^iyxv oX?j» ay. lJt/v«(70)7,

Olym. DC. 87. What Hyginus relates of Tantalus, Fab. Ixxxii,

connrms the emendations, propofed above, both of Spenfer
and Ovid. "

Jupiter Tantalo concredere fua confilia fulitus

erat, et ad epulum deorum admittere : qua3 Tantalus ad
homines renunciavit. Ob id dicitur ad inferos in aquam mediam
fine corporis ftare, femperque fitire ; et cum hauftum aqu«
vult fumere, aquam recedere." So his punilhment is related

in Horn. Od. K .'381. So Spenfer,
"
Deepe was he drenched

to the iitmoll chin." Upton.
LIX. 5). gixe to eat and drinke to mee

.']
This

IS a Grecifm, ^o? e//.o* ^ccyi7v y.cu otjejV. Upton.
See the tranOation of St. Mark vi. 37.

" Give ye them to

eat," AoTE ccvTo'ti; vf/.iiq (pctyeTv. ToDD.
LX. 4. of mind intemperate,] This is the

reading of the fecond edition, and is followed by every fub-

fequent edition, except that of Mr. Church, which reads, with

Spenfer's fiift edition,
" of mind tnure temperate ;" the fenfe

of which, in Mr. Church's opinion, is, From your punirtiment
let them learn to be more temperate. But Tantalus, the en-

fample of mind intemperate, that is, fullering the puuiiliinent
of intemperance, will convince the reader, I think, that fo per-

fpicuous an emendation was made by the poet hiuifelf.

Todd.
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And eke blafpheming heaven bitterly,

As author of uniuftice, there to let him dye.
LXI.

He lookt a litle further, and efpyde
Another AVretch, whofe carcas deepe was drent

Within the river which the fame did hyde :

But both his handes, moft filthy feculent,

Above the water were on high extent,

And faynd to waQi themfelves inceffantly,

Yet nothing cleaner were for fuch intent,

But rather fowler feemed to the eye ;

So loft his labour vaine and ydle induftry.
LXII.

The Knight, him calhng, alked who he was ?

Who, lifting up his head, him anfwerd thus ;

" I Pilate am, the falfeft iudge, alas !

And moft uniuft ; that, by unrighteous
And wicked doome, to lewes defpiteous

Delivered up the Lord of Life to dye,
And did acquite a murdrer felonous ;

The whiles my handes I wafht in purity,

The whiles my foule was foyld with fowle

iniquity."

LX. 9. the7'e to let him dye.] That is,

to lie in eternal puni/hment ; which is called death in the Scrip-
ture language. So Spenier, F. Q. i. ix. 54.

'
Till he ftiould die his lajt, that is, eternally." Upton.

LXI. 7. Yet nothing cleaner were &c.] Compare the fimilar

attempt of Shakfpeare's Lady Macbeth, A. v. S. i. Todd.
LXIL 8. in purity,] In f)gn of

purity. So in Pfal. xxvi. 6. "
I will wafh mine hands in inno-

cency," i. e. in token of innocency. Todd.

H h 2
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J.X1II.

Infinite moe tormented in like paine

He there beheld, too long here to be told :

Ne Mammon would there let him long re-

mayne,
For terrour of the tortures manifold,

Irj which the damned foules he did behold,

But roughly him befpake :

" Thou fearefull

foole,

Why takelt not of that fame fruite of gold ?

Ne htteft downe on that fame filvep floole,

To reft thy weary perfon in the fliadow coole ?
j'*

LXIII. 8. Ne/dteji domie on that fame fikcr Jlovle] Mam-
mon tempts Sir buypn with the golden and forbiddenyrw/Y ;

which if he had gathered, he had betrayed an avaricious dif-

pofition. He tempts him likewiie to fit down on the ftlvei-

jlool; which if he had done, he would have fhewn himfelf a

lazy Knight, and defervina; the punilhment of Thefeus for

fitting on this flothful feal. See F. Q. i. v. 35.
" Thefeus

condemned to endleile floth by law." And Virgil, Mn, vi. 6'l7.

•
"

Sedet, a;ternumque fedebit

Infelix Thefeus."

Where Taubmannus has the following obfervation,
" Thefeus

cum Pjrithoo ad rapiendam Proferpinam defcendens fuper

tjvadam petra confedit," (typified in this filvcr feat ; the for-
bidden feat in the myfteries ;)

" a qua petra hcet femel ab

Hercale avulfus fuerit, poft mortem tamen deftinatus eft, ut

in memoriam iftius rei aeternum in ignefcente ifta petra per-

fideat." This /?/rer^/Zoo/e is mentioned above, ft. 53. "And
in the midft i\\^nioWfiker feat." Thhftoole, on which it was

unlawful to fit, our poet imaged horn the forbidden feat in

the Eleufinean myfteries. See Meurs. ^leufin. p. 10, and the

ingenious treatife, concerning thefe myfteries, of Warburton

in his Divine Legation of Mofcs, vol, i. p. 202. Our Knight
has now gone through a kind of initiation, and pafted all the

licry trials ; and comes out more temperate and juft, as filvej;

tried in the fire. Uptox.
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LXIV.

All which he did to do him deadly fall

In frayle intemperaimce through finfuU bayt ;

1 o which if he incljned had at all,

'J'hat dreadfuU Feend, which did behinde him

vvayt,

Would him have rent in thoufand peeces

ftrayt :

But he was wary wife in all his way,
And well perceived his deceiptfuU fleight,

Ne fuffred luft his fafety to betray:

So goodly did beguile the guyler of his pray.
LXV.

And now he has fo long remained theare,

That vitall powres gan wexe both weake and

wan

For want of food and flcepe, which two up-

beare,

LXIV. 9. of his frail.] So the firft

edition reads, to which thofe of 1751, Upton, and Church,
adhere. vVll the reft read " the pray." Todd,
LXV. 1. And now he has fo long &c.] Long attention to

lucrative purfuits (when better principles that prei'erve the

balance of the mind are not cultivated) brings on a fort of

intelledual torpor, a mental paralyfis where Itill fo much

adivity remains, as to fufler the ideas to circulate in a certain

track. ; but all the other faculties are among what Steele aptly
calls thejuetaphoricallii dcfiiuH. Compare Dante, I'urg. C.xix.

" Si conic r occhio noftro non s' aderl'e,
" In alto, filTu alle cole terrene,
*' Cohi giuftizia qui a terra il merfe.

** Come avarizia fpenfe a ciafciin bene
" Lo nollro amore, onde operar perdcfi,
*' Coli giuftizia qui ftretti ue tiene &c." BoVD.
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Like miglitle pillours, this frayle life of man,
That none without the fame enduren can :

For now three daves of men were full out-

wrought,
Since he this hardy enterprize began :

Forthy great Mammon fayrely he befought
Into the world to guyde him backe, as he him

brought.
LXVI.

The god, though loth, yet was conftraynd t'

obay ;

For lenger time, then that, no living wight
Below the earth might fuffred be to flay :

So backe againe him brought to living light.

But all fo foone as his enfeebled fpright

Gan fucke this vitall ayre into his hrei}.

As overcome with too exceeding might.
The life did flit away out of her neft,

And all his fences were with deadly fit opprefl.

LXV. 4. Like mightie pillours, &c.] The body is often

called a houfe, a temple, &c. which wants its proper pillars

to fupport it;
'* our earthly hoiife," II, Cor. v. 1. Food is

called the prop or pillar, in Horace Sat. ii. iii. IS-t, where the

reader at his leifure may confult the notes of Dr. Bentley.
" Ni cibus atque

"
Ingens accedit {tovadichofultura ruenti,"

Iiigens fultura, a mighty prop, a mighty pillar. The very ex-

preilion of Spenfer. Upton.

XXXIV. 1. See Page 445. Compare the Gejia Romariorlm,

chap. cvii. There was an image in the city of Rome, which

ftretched forth its right hand, on the middle finger of which

was written strike here. For a long time none could
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iindeiftand the meaning of this myfterious infcription. At

length a certain fubtle Clerk, who came to fee this famous

image, obferved, as the fun fhone againft it, the fhadow of the

infcribed finger on the ground at Ibme dillance. He imme-

diately took a fpade, and began to dig exadly on that fpot.
He came at length to a flight of fteps which defcended far

under ground, and led him to a ftately palace. Here he
entered a hall, where he faw a king and queen fitting at table,

with their nobles and a multitude of people, all clothed in

rich garments. But no perfon fpake a word. He looked to-

wards one corner, where he faw a polifhed carbuncle, which
illuminated the whole room. In the oppofite corner he per-
ceived the figure of a man ft;anding, having a bended bow
with an arrow in his hand, as prepared to flioot. On his

forehead was written,
"

I am, who am. Nothing can efcape

my firoke, not even yonder carbuncle which Oiines fo bright."
The Clerk beheld all with amazement ; and, entering a cham-
ber, faw the moil beautiful ladies working at the loom in

purple. But all was filence. He then entered a ftable full of

the mofl excellent horfes and afles : he touched fome of them,
and they were infiantly turned into ftone. He next furveyed
all the apartments of the palace, which abounded with all

that his wilhes could defire. He again vifited the hall, and
now began to refled how he fhould return ;

"
but," fays he,

*'

my report of all thefe wonders will not be believed, unlefs

I carry fomething back with me." He therefore took from
the principal table a golden cup and a golden knife, and

placed them in his bofom
;
when the man, who ftood in the

corner with the bow, immediately Ihot at the carbuncle, which
he ihattered into a thoufand pieces. At that moment the hall

became dark as night. In this darknefs not being able to find

his way, he remained in the fubterraneous palace, and foon
died a miferable death.

In the MORALiSATiON of this ftory, the fteps, by which
the Clerk defcends into the earth, are fuppofed to be the

Paffions. The palace, fo richly ftored, is the World with all

its vanities and temptations. The figure with the bow bent is

Death, and the carbuncle is Human Life. The Clerk fufi'ers

for his avarice in coveting and feizing what was not his own ;

and no fooner has he taken the golden knife and cup, that is,

enriched himfelf with the goods of this world, than he is de-
livered up to the gloom and horrours of the grave.

Spenfer feems to have difl:antly remembered this fable, where
the Fiend, expeding Sir Guyon will be tempted to fnatch fome
of the treafures of the fubterraneous Hotife of RichvJ'e which
are difplayed in his view, is prepared to faften upon him ;
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" Thereat the Feend his gnafliing teeth did grate,
" And griev'd ib long to lack his greedie pray : &Ci

This ftory was originally invented of pope Gerbert, or Syl-
vefter the fecond, who died in the year 1003. He was emi-

nently learned in the mathematical fciences, and on that ac-

count was ftyled a magician. William of JNIalmeihury is, I

believe, the firll writer now extant by whom it is recorded :

and he produces it partly to fliow, that Gerbert was not always
fuccefsful in thofe attempts, which he fo frequently pradifed,
to difcover treafures hid in the earth by the application of the

necromaiitick arts. I will tranflate Malmefbury's narration of

this fable, as it varies in fome of the circumftances, and has

fome heightenings of the fidion. " At Rome there was a

brafen ftatue, extending the forefinger of the right liand ; and
on its forehead was written Strike here. Being fufpefted to

conceal a treafure, it had received many bruifes from the

credulous, and ignorant, in their endeavours to open it. At

length Gerbert unriddled the myftery. At noon-day obferving
the reflection of the forefinger on the ground, he marked tlie

fpot. At night he came to the place, with a page carrying a

lamp. There, by a magical operation, he opened a wide paf-

fage in the earth ; through which they both defcended, and

came to a vaft palace. The walls, the beams, and the whole

Itrudure, were of gold : They law golden images of knights

playing at chefs, with a king and queen of gold at a banquet,
with numerous attendants in gold, and cups of immenfe fi^e

and value. In a recefs was a carbuncle, whofe luftre illumi-

nated the whole palace : oppofite to which ftood a figure with

a bended bow. As they attempted to touch fome of the rich

furniture, all the golden images feemed to rulh upon them.

Gerbert was too wife to attempt this a fecond time : but the

page was bold enough to fnatch from the table a golden knife

of exquifite workmanfiiip. At that moment, all the golden

images rofe up with a dreadful noife ; the figuie with the bow
fhot at the carbuncle ; and a total darknefs enfued. The page
then replaced the knife ; otherwife, they both would have

fuflered a cruel death." T. Wart on.

END OF THE TIIIIID VOLUME.
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