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INTRODUCTION

AVIGATION, like other arts^ has been
perfected by degrees. It is not eafy to conceive

that any age or nation was without fome vefTel, in

which rivers might be pafTed by travellers^ or lakes

frequented by hlhermen ; but we have no know-
ledge of any fliip that could endure the violence

of the ocean before the ark of Noah.
As the tradition of the deluge has been tranf-

mitted to almoft all the nations of the earth ; it

muft be fuppofed that the memory of the means by
which Noah and his family were preferved would
be continued long among their defcendants^ and
that the poffibiiity of palling the feas could never
be doubted.
What men know to be practicable, a thoufand

motives will incite them to try ; and there is rea-

fon to believe, that from the time that the gene-
rations of the poftdeluvian race fpread to the fea

fliores, there were always navigators that ventured
upon the ocean, though, perhaps, not willingly

beyond the fight of land.

Of the ancient voyages little certain is known,
and it is not neceilkry to lay before the reader fuch
conje(51ures as learned men have offered to the
vvorid. The Romans by conquering Carthage,
put a ftop to great part of the trade of diftant na-
tions with one another, and becaufe they thought
only on vvar and conqueft, as their empire encreaf-

ed, commerce was difcouraged ; till under the later

emperors, lliips feem to ha\'fe been of little other
ufe than to tranfport foldiers,

VOL. L A



a INTRODUCTION.

Navigation could not be carried to any great

degree ot" certainty without the compals, which

was unknown to the ancients. The wonderful

quality by which a needle, or fmall bar ot fteel^

touched with a ioadftone or magnet, and turning

freely by equilibration on a point, always prefcrves

the meridian, and dire6ts its two ends north and

foiith, was difcovered, according to the common
opinion, in 1 299, by John Gola, of Amalphi, a

town in Italy.

From this time it is reafonable to fuppofe that

navigation made continual, though flow improve-

ments, which the confufion and barbarity of the

times, and the want of communication between

orders of men fo diftant as failors and monks,
hindered irom being diftin61:ly and fucceifiveiy re-

corded.

It feems, however, that the failors ftill wanted
either knowledge or courage, for they continued

for two centuries to creep along the coaft, and con-

lidered every headland as unpalTable, which ran

far into the fea, and againft which the waves broke
with uncommon agitation.

The firll who is known to have formed the de-

fign of new difcoveries, or the lirft who had power
to execute hia^urpofes, was Don Henry, the eldeft

fon of John the firft king of Portugal, and Philip-

pina, filter of Henry the fourth of England. Don
Henry having attended his father to the conqueft
of Ceuta, obtained, by converfation with the inha-

bitants of the continent, fome accounts of the in-

terior kingdoms and fouthern coafts of Africa

;

which, though rude and indiftin6t, were fufficient

to raife his curiofity, and convince him that there

were countries yet unknown and worthy of difco-

very.

He therefore equipped fome fmall veffels, and
commanded that they lliould pafs as far as they
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could along that coaft of Africa which looked upon
the great Atlantic ocean, the immenfity of which
ftrtick the grofs and unfkilfui navigators of thofe

times With terror and amazement. He was not
abie to communicate his o\vn ardour to his feamen,

who proceeded very llowly in the new attempt

;

each was afraid to venture much farther than he-

that went before him, and ten years were fpent be-

fore they had advanced beyond cape i3ajador, fo

called from its progreflSon into the ocean, and the

circuit by which it muft be doubled. The op- o-

lition oP this promontory to the courfe of the fea,

produced a violent current and high waves, into

v/hich they durft not venture, and which they had
not yet knowledge enough to avoid by Handing off

from the land into the open fea.

The prince was defirous to know fomething of

the countries that lay beyond this formidable cape,

and lent two commanders, named John Gonzales
Zarco, and Triilan Vaz, in 141 8, to pafs beyond
Bajador, and furvey the coalt behind it. They
were caught by a tempeft, which drove them out
into the unknown ocean, where they expected to

perifli by the vio ence of the wind, or perhaps to

wander for ever in the bound lefs deep. At laft,

in the midft of their defpair, they found a fmall

ifland, where they fheltered themfelves. and which
the fenfe of their deliverance difpofed them to call

Puerto Santo, or the Holy Haven.
When they returned with an account of this new

ifland, Henry performed a public sl6\ of thankf-
giving, and fent them again with feeds and cattle ;

and we are told by the Spanifli hiftorian, that they
fet two rabits on (liore, which increafed fo much
in a few years, that they drove away the inhabi-
tants, by deftroying their corn and potatoes, and
were fuffered to enjoy the ifland without oppofi-
tion.
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In the fecond or third voyage to Puerto Santo,

(for authors do not agree which) a third captain,

called Perello, was joined to the former. As they
looked round the ifland upon the ocean, they faw
at a diftance fomething which they took for a cloud,

till they perceived that it did not change its place.

They dire6ted their courfe towards it, and, in 141 9,

difcovered another ifland covered with trees, which
they therefore called Madera, or the Ifle of Wood.
Madera was given to Vaz or Zarco, w ho let fire

to the woods, which are reported by Souza to have
burnt for feven years together, and to have wafted,

till want of wood was the greateft inconveniency
of the place. But green wood is not very apt to

burn, and the heavy rains which fall in thefe

countries muft furely have extinguiihed the con-
flagration, were it ever fo violent.

There was yet little progrefs made upon the

fouthern coaft, and Henry's project was treated as

chimerical by many of his countrymen. At laft

Gilianes, in 1433^ paiTed the dreadful cape, to

which he gave the name of Bajador, and came
back to the wonder of the nation.

In two voyages more made in the two following

years, they palled forty-two leagues farther, and
in the latter, two men with horfes being fet on
Ihore, wandered over the country, and found nine-

teen men, whom, according to the favage manners
of that age, they attacked ; the natives having ja-

velins, wounded one of the Portiiguefe, and re-

ceived feme wounds from them. At the mouth of

a river they found fea- wolves in great numbers,
and brought home many of their fkins, which
were much cfteemed.

Antonio Gonzales, who had been one of the

aHociates of Gilianes, was fent again, in 1440, to

bring back a cargo of the fl^ins of fea wolves.—

-

He was followed in another Ihip by Nunno Trif,
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tam. They were now of ftrength fufficient to ven-

ture upon violence, they therefore landed, and
without either right or provocation, made all

whom they feized their prifoners, and brought
them to Portugal, with great commendations both

from the Prince and the nation.

Henry now began to pleafe himfelf with the fuc-

cefs of his projects, and as one of his purpofes was
the converlion of infidels, he thought it necef^

fary to impart his undertaking to the Pope, and
to obtain the fan^lion of eccleliaftical authority.

—

To this end Fernando Lopez d'Azevedo was dif-

patched to Rome, who related to the Pope and
Cardinals the great defigns of Henry, and magni-
fied his zeal for the propagation of religion. The
Pope vi/as pleafed with the narrative, and by a for-

mal Bull conferred upon the crown of Portugal

all the countries which lliould be difcovered as far

as India, together with India itfelf, and granted

feveral privileges and indulgencies to the churches
which Henry had built in his new regions, and to

the men engaged in the navigation for difcovery.

By this Bull all other Princes were forbidden to

encroach upon the conquefts of the Portuguefe,

on pain of the cenfures incurred by the crime of
ufurpation.

The approbation of the Pope, the fight of men
whofe manners and appearance were lb different

from thofe of Europeans, and the hope of gain from
golden regions, which has been always the great

incentive to hazard and difcovery, nov/ began to

operate with full force. The defire of riches, and
of dominion, which is yet more pleafing to the
fancy, fdled the courts of the Portuguefe prince
with innumerable adventurers from very diftant

parts of Eprope. Some wanted to be employed
in the fearch after new countries, and fome to be
fettled in thofe v/hich bad been .already found.
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Communities now began to be animated by the
the ipirit of eiiterprize, and many ailbciations were
formed for the equipment of fhips, and the acqui-

fiti'on of the riches Of diftant regions, which per-

haps were always fuppofed to be more wealthy, as

more remote. 1 hefe undertakers agreed to pay
the prince a fifth part of the profit, fometimes a

greater Ihare, and fent out the armament at their

own expence.

The city of Lagos was the firft that carried on
this defign by contribution. The inhabitants

fitted out fix veifeis, under the command of Luca-
rot, one of the prince's houfehold, and foon after

fourteen more were furnifhed for the fame purpofe,

under the fame commander ; to thofe were added
many belonging to private perlbns, fo that in a

Ihort time twenty-fix (hips put to fea in queft of

"Whatever fortune fhould prefent.

The (hips of Lagos were foon feparated by foul

weather, and the reft, taking each its own courfe,

i^opped at different parts of the African coaft, from
Cr'pe Blanco to Cape Verd. Some of them, in

1444, anchored at Gomera, one of the Canaries,

u'fiere they were kindly treated by the inhabitants,

V ho took them into their fervice againft the people

of the ifle of Palma, with whom they were at

war; but the Portuguefe at their return to Gome-
ra, not being made fo rich as they expected, fell

upon their friends, in contempt of all the laws of

hofpitality and ftipulations of alHance, and, mak-
ing feveral of them prifoners and fiaves, fet fail for

Lifl'on.

The Canaries are fuppofed to have been known,
however imperfe6lly, to the ancients ; but in the

confufion of the fubfequent ages they were loft and

forgotten, until about the year 1340, the Bifcay-

ners (bund Lucarot, and invading it, (for to find

a new country and invade it has always been the
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fame,) brought away feventy captives and fome
commodities of the place. Louis de la Cerda,

count of Clermontj of the blood royal both of

France and Spain^, nephew of John de la Cerda,

who called himfelf the Prince of Fortune, had
once a mind to fettle in thofe iilands, and apply-

ing himfelf firft to the King of Arragon, and then
to Clement VI. was by the Pope crowned at Avig-
non, King of the Canaries, on condition that he
fhould reduce them to the true religion ; but the

Prince alterea his mind, and went into France to

ferve againft the Englifli. The Kings both of Caf-

tile and Portugal, though they did not oppofe the

papal grant, yet complained of it, as made without

their knowledge, and in contravention of their

rights.

The iirft fettlement in the Canaries was made
by John de Betancour, a French gentleman, for

whom his kinfman Robin de Braquement, admi-
ral of France, begged them, with the title of

king, from Henry the Magnificent of Caftile, to

whom he had done eminent fervices. John m.ade

himfelf mailer of fome of the ifies, but could ne-
ver conquer the Grand Canary ; and having fpent

all that he had, went back to Europe, leaving his

nephew, Maffiot de Bentancour, to take care of
his new dominion. Maffiot had a quarrel with the

vicar-general, and v/as likewife difgulled by the
long abfence of his uncle, whom the French king
detained in his fervice, and being able to keep his

ground no longer, he transferred his rights to

Don Henry, in exchange for fome diftridts in the
Maderas, where he fettled his family.

Don Henry, when he had purchafed thofe if-

lands, fent thither in 1424 two thoufand five hun-
dred foot and an hundred and tv/enty horfes ; but
the army was too numerous to be maintained by
the country. The king of Caftile afterwards
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claimed them, as conquered by his fubje6ts under
Betancour, and held under the crown of Caftile

by fealty and homage ; his claim was allowed^ and
the Canaries were refigned.

It was the conftant pradice of Henry's naviga-
tors, when they flopped at a defert ifland, to land
cattle upon it, and leave them to breed, where
neither wanting room nor food, they multiplied

very fall, and furniihed a very commodious fupply

to thofe who came afterwards to the fame place.

This was imitated in fome degree by Anfon, at the

ifle of Juan Fernandez,

The iflands of Madera, he not only filled with
inhabitants, allifted by artificers of every kind, but
procured fuch plants as feemed likely to flourifli

in that climate, and introduced fugar canes and
vines, which afterwards produced a very large re-

venue.

The trade of Africa now began to be profitable,

but a great part of the gain arofe from the fale of
flaves, who were annually brought into Portugal,

by hundreds, as Lafitau relates, and without any
appearance of indignation or compaffion ; they
likewife imported gold duft in fuch quantities, that

Alphonfus V. coined it into a new fpecies of mo-
ney called Crufades, which is ftill continued in

Portugal.

In time they made their way along the fouth

coaft of Africa, eaftward to the country of the Ne-
groes, whom they found living in tents, without

any political inftitutions, fupporting life with very

little labour by the milk of their kine, and millet,

to which thofe who inhabited the coaft added fifii

dried in the fun. Having never feen the natives

or heard of the arts of Europe, they gazed with

aftoniHiment on the fliips when they approached

their coafts, fometimes thinking them birds and
fometimes fiflies, according as their fails were
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fpread or lowered ; and fometimes conceiving them
to be only phantoms, which played to and fro in

the ocean. Such is the account given by the hif-

torian, perhaps with too much prejudice to a Ne-
groe's underftanding ; who, though he might well

wonder at the bulk and fwiftnefs of the firll lhip_j

would fcarcely conceive it to be either a bird or a
lifh; but having feen many bodies floating in the

water, would think it, what it really is, a large

boat; and if he had no knowledge of any means
by which feparate pieces of timber may be joined

together^ would form very wild notions concern-

ing its conftru6lion, or perhaps fuppofe it to be a
hollow trunk of a tree, from fome country where
trees grow to a much greater height and thicknefs

than in his own.
When the Portugiiefe came to land, they en»

creafed the aftonifhment of the poor inhabitants^

who faw men clad in iron, with thunder and light-

ning in their hands. They did not underftand
each other, and ligns are a very imperfect mode
of communication even to men of more knowledge
than the Negroes, fo that they could not eafily

negociate or traffick ; at laft the Portuguefe laid

hands on fome of them to carry them home for a
fample ; and their dread and amazement were
raifed, fays Lafitau, to the higheft pitch, when the

Europeans fired their cannon and mulkets among
them, and they faw their companions fall dead at

their feet without any enemy at hand, or any vili-

ble caufe of their deltrudtion.

On what occafion, or for what purpofe, cannon
and mulkets were difcharged among a people harm-
lefs and fecure, by ftrangers who without any right

vifited their coaft, it is not thought neceflary to
inform us. The Portuguefe could fear nothing
from them, and had therefore no adequate provo-
cation ; nor is there any reafon to believe but that

VOL. L B
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they murdered the Negroes in wanton merriment,
perhaps only to try how many a volley would de-

ftroy, or what would be the confternation of thofe

that fhould efcape. We are openly told that they

had the lefs fcruple concerning the treatment of

the favage people, becaufe they fcarcely confidered

them as diftinft from beafts ; and indeed the prac-

tice of all the European nations, and among others,

of the Englilh barbarians that cultivate the fouth-

ern iflands of America, proves that this opinion,

however abfurd and fooiiih, however wicked and
injurious, ftill continues to prevail. Intereft and
pride harden the heart, and it is in v^iin to difpute

againft avarice and power.

By thefe practices the firft difcoverers alienated

the natives from them, and whenever a Ihip ap-

peared, every one that could fly betook himfelf to

the mountains and the woods, lb that nothing was
to be got more than they could Ileal ; they fome-

times furprifed a few filhers and made them ilaves,

and did what they could to offend the Negroes
and enrich themfelves. This pra6tice of robbery
continued till fome of the Negroes who had been
enllaved learned the language of Portugal, fo as

to be able to interpret for their countrymen, and
one John Fernandez applied himfelf to the Ne-
groe tongue.

From this time began fomething like a regular

traffick, fuch as can fubfift between nations where
all the power is on one fide ; and a fa(5tory was fet-

tled in the iile of Arguin, under the prote6lion of

a fort. The profit of this new trade was affigned

for a certain term to Ferdinando Gomez, which

feems to be the common method of eflabliiliing a

trade that is yet too fmall to engage the care of a

nation, and can only be enlarged by that attention

which is beftowed by private men upon private

advantage. Gomez continued the difcoveries to
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Cape Catherine^ two degrees and a half beyond
the line.

In the latter part of the reign of Alphonfo V.
the ardour of difcovery was fomewhat intermitted

and all commercial enterprizes were interrupted

by the wars, in which he was engaged with vari-

ous fuccefs. But John II. who fucceeded, being
fully convinced both of the honour and advantage

of extending his dominions in countries hitherto

unknovv'n, profecuted the defigns of Prince Henry
with the utmoft vigour^ and in a Ihort time ad-

ded to his other titles, that of king of Guinea and
of the coaft of Africa.

In 1463, in the third year of the reign of John
II. died Prince Henry, the firft eneourager of re-

mote navigation, by whofe incitement, patronage,

and example, dillant nations have been made ac-

quainted with each other, unknown countries have
been brought into general view, and the power of
Europe has been extended to the remoteft parts of

the world.

What mankind has loft and gained by the

genius and defigns of this Prince, it would be
long to compare, and very difficult to eftimate.

—

Much knowledge has been acquired, and much
cruelty been committed, the belief of religion has
been very little propagated, and its laws have
been outrageouily and enormoufly violated. The
Europeans have fcarcely vifited any coaft, but to

gratify avarice, and extend corruption ; to arro-

gate dominion without right, and pra6life cruelty

without incentive, Happy had it then been for

the oppreiTed, if the defigns of Henry had flept in

his bofom, and furely more happy for the oppref-

fors. But there is reafon to hope that out of fo

much evil, good may fometimes be produced, and
that the light of the gofpel will at laft illuminate
the fands of Africa, and the deferts of America,
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though its progrefs cannot but be flow, when it is

fo much obftru6ted by the lives of Chriftians.

The death of Henry did not interrupt the pro-

grefs of king John, who was very ftrift in his in-

junctions, not only to make difcoveries but to fe-

cure pofTeffion of the countries that were found.

The practice of the lirft navigators was only to

raife a crofs upon the coaft, and to carve upon
trees the device of Don Henry, the name which

they thought it proper to give to the new coaft,

and any other information for thofe that might
happen to follow them ; but now they began to

ereft piles of ftone, with a crofs on the top, and
engraved on the ftone, the arms of Portugal, the

name of the king, and of the commander of the

ihip with the day and year of the difcovery. This

was accounted fufficientto prove their claim to the

new lands, which might be pleaded with juftice

enough againft any other Europeans, and the

rights of the original inhabitants were never taken

into notice. Of thefe ftone records, nine more
were ere6led in the reign of king John, along the

coaft of Africa as far as the Cape of Good Hope,
The fortrefs in the ifle of Arguin was finiflied,

and it was found necelTary to build another at S.

Georgio de la Mina, a few degrees north of the

line, to fecure the trade of gold duft, which was

chiefly carried on at that place. For this purpofe

a fleet was fitted out of ten large and three fmaller

velTels, freighted with materials for building the

fort, and with provifions and ammunition for fix

hundred men, of whom one hundred were work.

TTien and labourers. Father Lafitau relates in very

particular terms, that thefe fliips carried hewn
ftones, bricks, and timber for the fort, fo that no-

thing remained but barely to ere61: it. He does

jipt feem to confider how fmall a fort could be

made out of the lading of ten fliips.
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The command of this fleet was given to Don
Diego d' Azambue, who fet Hiil Dec. 11, 1481,

and reaching La Mina, Jan. 19, 1482, gave im-

mediate notice of his arrival to Caramanfo, a petty

Prince of that part of the country, whom he very

earneftly invited to an immediate conference.

Having received a melTage of civility from the

Ncgroe Chief, he landed and chofe a rifmg ground
proper for his intended fortrefs, on which he plant-

ed a banner with the arms of Portugal, and took

pofTeffion in the name of his mailer. He then

raifed an altar at the foot of a great tree, on which

Mafs was celebrated ; the whole aflembly, fays La-

fitau, breaking out into tears of devotion at the

profpe(5t of inviting thefe barbarous nations to the

profeffion of the true faith. Being fecure of the

goodnefs of the end, they had no fcruple about the

means, nor even confidered how differently from

the primitive martyrs and apoftles, they were at-

tempting to make profelytes. The firft propaga-

tors of Chriftianity recommended their doctrines

by their fufFerings and virtues ; they entered no
defencelefs territories with fwords in their hands j

they built no forts upon ground to which they had
no right, nor polluted the purity of religion with

the avarice of trade or infolence of power.

What may ftill raife higher the indignation of a

Chriftian mind, this purpofe of propagating truth

appears never to have been ferioufly purfued by
any European nation ; no means, whether lawful

or unlawful, have been pra6lifed with diligence

and perfeverance for the converfion of favages.

When a fort is built and a factory eftablilhed,

there remains no other care than to grow rich. It

is foon found that ignorance is moil eafily kept in

fubjeclion, and that by enlightning the mind by
truth, fraud and ufurpation would be made lefs

practicable and lefs fecure.
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In a few days an interview was appointed be-

tween Caramanfa and Azambue. The Portugufe

uttered by his interpreter a pompous fpeech, in

which he made the Negro prince large offers of

his mafter's friendfliip, exhorted him to embrace
the religion of his new ally, and told him that as

they came to form a league of friendfhip with him,

it was neceffary that they fliould build a fort which
might ferve as a retreat from their common ene-

niies, and in which the Portuguele might be al-

ways at hand to lend him aififtance.

The Negro, who feemed very well to underftand

what the admiral intended, after a fliort paufe, re-

turned an anfwer full of refpe6t to the king of Por-

tugal, but appeared a little doubtful what to de-

termine with relation to the fort. The comman-
der faw his diffidence, and ufed all his art of per-

fualion to overcome it. Caramanfa, either induced

by hope, or conftrained by fear, either defirous

to make them friends, or not daring to make them
enemies, confented with a Ihew ofjoy to that which
it was not in his power to refufe, and the new
comers began the next day to break ground for

the foundation of a fort.

Within the limit of their intended fortification,

were fome fpots appropriated to fuperftitious prac-

tices, which the Negroes no fooner perceived in

danger of violation by thefpade and pix-ax, than

they ran to arms and began to interrupt the work.

The Portuguefe perfifred in their purpofe, and
there had foon been tumult and bloodflied, had
not the admiral, vi/ho v/as at a diilance to fuperin-

tend the unlading the materials for the edifice, been

informed of the danger. He was told at the fame

time that the fupport of their fuperilition was only

a pretence, and that all their rage might be appeaf-

ed by the prefents which the prince expected, the

delay of which had greatly oifended him.
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The Portuguefe Admiral immediately ran to his

men, prohibited all violence, and flopped the com-
motion ; he then brought out the prefents, and
fpread them wiith great pomp before the prince

;

if they were of no great value they were rare, for

the Negroes had never feen fuch wonders before,

they were therefore received with ecftafy, and per-

haps the Portuguefe derided them for their fond-

nefs of trifles, without confidering how many
things derive their value only from fcarcity, and
that gold and rubies would be trifles, if nature had
fcattered them with lefs frugality.

The work was now peaceably continued, and
fuch was the diligence with which the ftrangers

haftened to fecure the polTeffion of the country,

that in twenty days they had fuflSciently fortified

themfelves againfi the hoftility of the Negroes.
They then proceeded to complete their defign. A
church was built in the place where the iirll altar

had been raifed, on which a mafs was eftabliHied

to be celebrated for ever once a day for the repofe

of the foul of Henry, the firft mover of thefe dif-

ccveries.

In this fort the Admiral remained with fixty

foldiers, and fent back the reft in the fhips, with
gold, flaves, and other commodities. It may be
obferved that flaves were never forgotten, and that

wherever they went, they gratified their pride if

not their avarice, and brought feme of the na-
tives, when it happened that they brought nothing
eKe.

The Portuguefe endeavoured to extend their

dominions ftiJl farther. They had gained feme
knowledge of the Jaloffs, a nation inhabiting the
coafl of Guinea, between the Gambia and Sene-
gal. The King of the JalotFs being vicious and
luxurious, committed the.care of the government
to Bemoin his brother by the mother's fide, in pre-
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ference to two other brothers by his father. Be-

moin, who wanted neither bravery nor prudence,

knew that his ftation was invidious and dangerous,

and therefore made an alliance with the Portu-

guefe, and retained them in his defence by libe-

rality and kindnefs. At laft the King was killed

by the contrivance of his brothers, and Bemoin
was to lofe his power or maintain it by war.

He had recourfe in this exigence to his great ally

the King of Portugal, who promifed to fupport

him on condition that he Ihould become a Chrif-

tian, andfent an amballador accompanied with mif-

fionaries. Bemoin promifed all that was required,

obje6ling only that the time of a civil war was not
a proper feafon for a change of religion which
would alienate his adherents, but faid, that when
he was once peaceably eftabliflied, he Would not
only embrace the true religion himfelf, but would
endeavour the converfion of the kingdom.

This excufe was admitted, and Bemoin delayed

his converfion for a year, renewing his promife

from time to time. But the war was unfuccefsful,

trade was at a ftand, and Bemoin was not able to

pay the money which he had borrowed of the Por-

tuguefe merchants, who fent intelligence to Lif-

bon of his delays, and received an order from the

King, commanding them under fevere penalties

to return home.
Bemoin here faw his ruin approaching, and hop-

ing that money would pacify all refentment, bor-

rowed of his friends a fum fufficient to difcharge

his debts, and finding that even this enticement

would not delay the departure of the Portuguefe,

he embarked his nephew in their fliips with a hun-
dred Haves, whom he prefented to the King of

Portugal, to folicit his affiftance. The effect of

this embafly he could not ftay to know, for being

foon after depofed, he fought Ihelter in the fortrefs
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5f Arguin, whence he took fliipping for Portugal
with twenty-five of his principal followers.

The King of Portugal pleafed his own vanity

and that of his fubje6tsj by receiving him with

great ftate and magnificence^ as a mighty monarch
who had fled to an ally for fuccour in misfortune*

All the lords and ladies of the court were aflTem-

bled, and Bemoin was condu61:ed with a fplendid

attendance into the hall of audience, v/here the

King rofe from his throne to welcome him. Be-

moin then made a fpeech with great eafe and dig-

nity, reprefenting his unhappy Itate, and implor-^

ing the favour of his powerful ally. The King
was touched with his affliction and ftruck by his

wifdom.

The converfioil of Bemoin was much defired by
the King, and it was therefore immediately pro-

pofed to him that he lliould become a chriftian*

Ecclefiaitics were fent to inft:ru6l him, and having
now no more obftacles from intereft, he was eafily

perfuaded to declare himfelf whatever would pleafe

thofe on whom he now depended. He was baptiz-

ed December 3, 1489, in the palace of the Queen
with great magnificence, and named John after the
King.

Some time was fpent in feafls and fports on this

great occaiion, and the Negroes fignalized them-
felves by many feats of agility, far furpaffing the

power of Europeans, who having more helps of
art, are lefs diligent to cultivate the qualities of

nature. In the mean tmie twenty large ihips were
fitted out, well manned, ftored with ammunition^
and laden with materials neceflary for the eredfion

of a fort. With this powerful armament were fent

a great number of miffionaries under the direction

of Alvarez the King's confeiTor. The command
of this force, which filled the coaft of Africa with
terror, was given to Pedro Vaz d' Acugna furnam^

VOL. I. C
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ed Bifagu ; who foon after they had landed, not
being well pleafed with his expedition, put an end
to its inconvenience by llabbing Bemoin fuddenly

to the heart. The King heard of this outrage

with great forrow, but did not attempt to punilli

the murderer.

The King's concern for the reftoration of Be-

moin was not the mere effect of kindnefs, he hop-

ed by his help to facilitate greater deligns. He
now began to form hopes of finding a way to the

Eaft-Indies, and of enriching his country by that

gainful commerce: This he was encouraged to

believe pradicable, by a map which the Moors
had given to Prince Henry, and which fubfequent

difcoveries have Ihewn to be fufficiently near to ex-

a<5lnefs, where a pafiTage round the fouth part of

Africa was evidently defcribed.

The King had another fcheme yet more likely

to engage curiofity, and not irreconcileable with

his intereft. The world had for fome time been
filled with the report of a powerful chriftian Prince

called Prefter John, whofe country was unknown,
and whom fome, after Paulus Venetus, fuppofed

to reign in the midft of Afia, and others in the

depth of Ethiopia, between the ocean and Red-fea.

The account of the African Chriftians was con-

firmed by fome Abyffinians who had travelled into

Spain, and by fome Friars who had vifited the

holy land ; and the King was extremely defirous

of their correfpondence and aUiance,

Some obfcure intelligence had been obtained,

which made it feem probable that a way might be

found from the countries lately difcovered to thofe

of this far-famed monarch. In i486, an ambalTa-

dor came from the King of Bemin, to defire that

preachers might be fent to inftru6l him and his

fubje61s in the true religion. He related that in

the inland country, 350 leagues eaftward' from
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Bemin, was a mighty monarch called Ogane, who
had jurifdi6lion both fpi ritual and temporal over

other Kings ; that the King of Bemin and his

neighbours, at their acceffion, fent ambafladors to

him with rich prefentsj and received from him the

inveftiture of their dominions, and the marks of

fovereignty, which were a kind of fceptre, a hel-

met, and a latten crofs, without which they could
not be confidered as lawful Kings ; that this great

Prince was never feen,but on the day of audience,

and then held out one of his feet to the ambafla-

dor, who kifTed it with great reverence, and who
at his departure had a crofs of latten hung on his

neck, which ennobled him thence forward, and
exempted him from all fervile offices.

Bemoin had likewife told the King that to the

eafl of the kingdom of Tombut, there was among
other Princes, one that was neither Mahometan
nor Idolater, but who feemed to profefs a religion

nearly refembling the Chriftian. Thefe informa-

tions compared with each other, and with the cur-

rent accounts of Prefter John, induced the King
to an opinion, which though formed fomewhat at

hazard, is ft ill believed to be right, that by paf-

fmg up the river Senegal his dominions would be
found. It was therefore ordered, that when the

fortrefs was finilhed an attempt lliould be made to

pafs upward to the fource of the river. The de-

fign failed then, and has never yet fucceeded.

Other ways likewife were tried of penetrating to

the kingdom of Prefter John, for the King refolv-

ed to leave neither fea nor land unfearched 'till he
ftiould be found. The two meflengers who were
fent firft on this defign, went to Jerufalem and
then returned, being perfuaded that for want of
underftanding the language of the country, it

would be vain or impollible to travel farther.—

•

Two more were then difpatched, one of whom
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was Pedro de Covillan, the other Alphonfo de

Paiya : they paiTed from Naples to Alexandria^

and then travelled to Cairo., from whence they

wenj: to Aden a town of Arabia, on the Red-fea

near its mouth. From Aden, Paiva fet fail for

Ethiopia, and Covillan for the Indies, Covillan

vilited Conaver, Calicut, and Goa in the Indies,

and Spfula in thie eaftern Africa, whence he return-

ed to Aden^, and then to Cairo, where he had

agreed to mieet Paiva. At Cairo he was informed

that Paiva was dead, but he met with two Portu-

guefe Jews, one of \yhom had given the King an

account of the fituation and trade of Ormus

;

They brought orders to Covillan, that he Ihould

fend one of them home with the journal of his

travels;, and go to Ormus with the other.

Coyiilaii obeyed the orders, fending an exa6t

account of his adventures to Liibon, and proceed-

ing with the other meffenger to Orinus; where

having made fufficient enquiry, he fent his com-

panion homewards wit|) the caravans that were go-

ing to Aleppo, and embarking once more on thp

Red-fea, arrived in time at Abyffinia, and found

the Prir^ce whom he had fought fo long and with

fuch danger.
- Two Ihips were fent out upon the fame fearch,

of which Bartholomew Diaz had the chief com-

mand ; they were attendee! by a fmaller veflel

laden with provilions, that they might not returii

upon pretence of want either felt or feared.

Navigation was now brought nearer to perfec-

tion. The Portuguefe claim the honour of many
inventions by which the failor is alliited, and

^jivhich enable him to leave fig}}t of land, and com-

mit h'pifelf to the boundlcfs ocean. Diaz had or-

ders to proceed beyond the river Zaire, where

Plego Can had flopped, to build monuments of

Ills dJfcoveries^ and to leaye upon the ccafts '^g-
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groe men and women well inftrii6ted, who might
enquh'e after Prefter John, and fill the natives

with reverence for the Portuguefe.

Diaz, with much oppofition from his crew,

whofe mutinies he reprefled partly by foftnefs and
partly by fteadinefs, failed on till he reached the

utmoft point of Africa,which from the bad weather

that he met there, he called Cabo Tormentofo, or

the Cape of Storms. He would have gone for-

ward, but his crew forced him to return. In his

way back he met the Vi6lualler, from which he
had been parted nine months before ; of the nine

men which were in it at the feparation^, fix had
been killed by the negroes, and of the three re-

maining, one died for joy at the fight of his

friends, Diaz returned to Lilbon in December
1487, and gave an account of his voyage to the

King, who ordered the Cape of Storms to be cal-

led thenceforward Cabo de Buena Efperanza, or

the Cape of Good Hope.
Some time before the expedition of Diaz, the

river Zaire and the kingdom of Congo had been
difcovered by Diego Can, who found a nation of

Negroes who fpoke a language which thofe that

were in in his fliips could not underfl:and. He
landed, and the natives, whom he expe6ted to fly

like the other inhabitants of the coaft; met them
with confidence, and treated them with kindnefs ;

but Diego finding that they did not underftand
each other, feized feme of their chiefs, and carried

them to Portugal, leaving fome of his own people
jn their room to learn the language of Congo.
The Negroes were foon pacified, and the Portu-

guefe left to their mercy were well treated ; and
as they by degrees grew able to make themfelves
underftood, recommending themfelves, their na-
tion, and their religion. The King of Portugal

fmt Diego back in a very fliort time with the Ne^
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groes whom he had forced away ; and when they
were fet fafe on fhore^ the King of Congo conceiv-

ed fo much efteem for Diego, that he fent one of

thofe who had returned back again in his Ihip to

Lilbon, with two young men difpatched as ambaf-
fadorsj to defire inllru6tors to be fent for the con-

Yerfion of his kingdom.
The ambaffadors were honourably received, and

baptized with great pomp, and a fleet was imme-
diately fitted out for Congo, under the command
of Gonflilvo Sorza, who dying in his paffage was
fuceeeded in authority by his nephew Roderigo.
When they came to land, the King's uncle, who

commanded the province, immediately requefted

to be folemnly initiated into the chriftian religion,

which was granted to him and his young fon, on
Eafter day, 1491. The father was named Manu-
el, and the fon Antonio. Soon afterwards the

King, Queen, and eldeft Prince received at the

font the names of John, Eleanor, and Alphonfo

;

and a war breaking out, the whole army was ad-

mitted to the rites of chriftianity, and then fent

againft the enemy. They returned viftorious, but

ibori forgot their faith, and formed a confpiracy to

reftore paganifm ; a powerful oppofition was raifed

hy infidels and apoftates, headed by one of the

King's younger fons ; and the miffionaries had
been deftroy ed had not Alphonfo pleaded for them
and for chriftianity.

The enemies of religion now became the ene-

mies of Alphonfo, whom they accufed to his fa-

ther of difloyalty. His mother, Queen Eleanor,

gained time by one artifice after another, till the

King was calmed ; he then heard the caufe again,

declared his fon innocent, and punifhed his ac-

cufers with death.

The King died foon after, and the throne was

difputed by Alphonfo, fupported by the chriftians.
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and Aqultimoliis brother followed by the infidels,

A battle was fought, Aquitimo was taken and put

to death, and chriftianity was fi^r a time eftablilli'

ed in Congo, but the nation has relapfed into its

former follies.

Such was the Hate of the Portuguefe navigation^

•when, in 1492, Columbus made the daring and
profperous voyage, which gave a new world to

European curiolity and European cruelty. He
had offered his propofal, and declared his expec-

tations to King John, of Portugal, who had flight-

ed him as a fanciful and rafli proje61:or, that pro-

mifed what he had not reafonable hopes to per-

form. Columbus had folicited other Princes, and
had been repulfed with the fame indignity ; at laft

Ifabella of Arragon furnifhed him with Ihips, and
having found America, he entered the mouth of

the Tagus in his return, and fliewed the natives

of the new country. When he was admitted to

the King's prefence, he a6led and talked with fo

much haughtinefs, and refle61:ed on the neglect

which he had undergone with fo much acrimony,
that the courtiers who faw their Prince infulted,

offered to deftroy him ; but the King, who knew
that he deferved the reproaches that had been ufed,

and who now lincerely regretted his incredulity,

would fuffer no violence to be offered him ; but
difmiffed him with prefents and with honours.
The Portuguefe and Spaniards became nov/ jeal-

ous of each others claim to countries, which nei-

ther had not yet feen ; and the Pope, to whom
they appealed, divided the new world between
them by a line drawn from north to fouth, a hun-
dred leagues wefiward from Cape Verd and the

Azores, giving all that lies eaft to the Portuguefe.

This was no fatisfadory divifion, for the eaft and
weft muft meet at laft, but that time was then at

a great diftance.
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According to this grant, the Portuguefe con-

tinued their difcoveries eaftward,, and became maf-

ters of much of the coaft both of Africa and the

Indies ; but they feized much more than they

could occupy, and while they were under the do-

minion of Spain, loft the greater part of their In-

dian territories.



THE

FIRST VOYAGE
OF

Chrijlopher Columbus to America.

CHAPTER I.

Columbus's firft Voyage. The Difficulties with which it wag

attended, Hib Difcovery of the Lucayan or Bahama Iflands,

when the Men, defpairing of finding Land, were about to

throw him overboard. His difcovering Cubl and Hifpaniola-

His Return to Spairi, with the Reception he met with from

their Catholic Majeflies.

HRISTOPHER COLUMBUS was born in

the territory of Genoa, and being early taught

navigation, lived by drawing charts for the fea-

fervice. The fkill of the Portuguefe in maritime
affairs at length engaged him to fettle at Lifbonj

where by his fobriety, temperance, and the regu-

larity of his condu61, he acquired a confiderable

number of friends, married a. woman of fortune,,

and for feme time after, traded to the coaft of
Guinea.

Columbus, reafoning upon the fphericiil figures

of the earth, thought it highly probable that the

contijient on one lide was balanced by an equal

quantity of land on the other, in which he was
VOL. I, D
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fully confirmed, by obferving, when at the Cape
de Verd illands, that the winds at a certain feafon

blew conftantly from the weft, which he thought

muft be owing to a large tra6l of land on that fide.

And as the Portuguefe had already difcovered

great part of the coaft of Africa, and were filled

with hopes of finding a palfage to the Indies, he
had no doubt that by failing to the weft, he fhould

difcover a ftiorter way thither, and by that means
obtain the fpices and other rich commodities of

thofe countries, much cheaper than they were
fold to the Venetians in Egypt, after being brought
by land through Perfia.

Having ftrengthened his opinion by many ob-

fervations drawn from reafon, belaid them before

the ftate of Genoa, with a propofal for making
new difcoveries ; but that republic rejected his

fcheme from the fear ot drawing upon it the re-

fentment of feveral Princes ; on which he addref-

fed himfelf to John II. King of Portugal, who
liftened to his projedt, and amufed him with the

hopes of putting it in pra6tice, 'till having drawn
from him the eliential part of his fcheme, he, un-

der the pretence of fending fupplies to the Cape
de Verd i Hands, fitted out a vejGTel, in order to

make thefe difcoveries, without allowing Colum-
bus either the profit or honour he might juftly

have hoped to receive from them. His ungene-
rous enterprife, however, mifcarried through a

want of courage and c®ndu6t in the perfons em-
ployed.

This unfair and clandeftine conduct was fo deep-

ly refented by Columbus, that he refolved to leave

Portugal, and that very year, 1485, fent his bro-

ther Bartholomew with the fame propofals to

Henry VII king of England, while he himfelf pre-

pared to go to Spain on the fame account ; but

Bartholomew being taken and plundered by pi-
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rates on his pafTage, was on his arrival at Lon-
don, reduced to fuch extreme poverty, as render-

ed him unable to gain an audience of his majefty,

untill by drawing and felling charts he obtained

fome reputation, and put himfelf into fuch an equi-

page as was necefTary for his obtaining accefs to

the King. This honour he obtained in the year

1488, when he met with all the fuccefs that could

defired, and a6tually entered into an agreement
with Henry VII. on behalf of his brother, feve-

ral years before Chriftopher clofed with their ca-

tholic majefties.

Mean while Chriftopher Columbus met with

many difficulties at the court of Ferdinand and
Ifabella, where his fcheme being treated as an idle

chimerical project, and himfelf expofed to ridicule,

he was with difficulty prevented, by fome who
efpoufed his caufe, from coming to England, to

fee what fuccefs his brother Bartholomew had met
with. However, Queen Ifabella at length approv-
ing his fcheme, the articles of agreement were
iigned in 1492, by which Columbus was made
Viceroy of the countries and Admiral of the feas

he fhould difcover ; that he Ihould have the tenth
of all that was bough t, bartered, found or acquir-

ed, within thofe limits, after the charge of the

conqueft fliould be defrayed, together with an
eighth part of all he fhould bring home with his

fleet, in confideration of which he was to be at

one eighth part of the expence in fitting it out.

The necefTary preliminaries being thus adjuft-

ed, he was allowed three fmall vefTels, the Santa
Maria, commanded by himfelf ; the Pinta under
the command of Martin Alonzo Pinzon ; and the
Nina, with, fquare fills, commanded by Vincent
Yanez Pinzon, brother to the former; the latter

furnifliing one half of Columbus's fhare of the ex-

pence.
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This fmall fleet, which carried only about 120

men, fet fail from Palos on the 3d of Auguft 1492,

but the next morning the rudder of the Pinta

broke loofe, which obliged the Admiral to lie by.

This damage, which was fuppofed to have been

contrived by the mailer, who v/as averfe to the

voyage, was however foon repaired. This acci-

dent fome of the fuperftitious feamen would have

interpreted as an ill omen ; but Columbus wifely

told them, that no omen could be evil, where

people were engaged in a good defign. H.e en-

deavoured to divert their attention from fuch tri-

fles by teaching them the principles of navigation,

and to keep up their fpirits by giving them right

feptiments of the undertaking in which they were

embarked,
The fleet reached the Canaries on the i ith, and

llaidat the ifiands of grand Canaria and Ifabella,

till the 6th of September, in order to purchafe

another fhip, but being difappointed, they failed

to the weftward with very little wind. Three days

^fter lofing fight of land, many people on board

wept bitterly from an appretienfion that they

fliould never fee it more. To remove this chiidifli

defpondency, which it was feared would infe61 the

whole company, Columbus gave them the moft

ppnfident afflirances of profperity and wealth, and

at the fame time thought proper to deceive them
in his reckoning ; for though they failed eighteen

leagiies that day, he pretended they had made no

piore than fifteen, refolving thus to difguife his

jTckoning during the whole voyage, that thefe

fpiritlefs fellows might not think themfeives fo far

frpm Spain as they really were.

On the 12th of September he was 150 leagues

weft of Ferro, and at this diftance from land dif-

covered the body cf a large tree, which appeareci

tg have been long floating in the v/ater. He hpr^
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found a ftrong current fetting to the north -eaft,

and having run fifty leagues farther weftward, he
on the 13th perceived the needle varying half a

point towards the north-eaft, and at day- break
half a point more. This variation which had ne-

ver been obferved before, filled him with great

furprife ; but his amazement was much encreafed

when failing about 100 leagues farther, he found
that the needle varied at night about a point to the

north-eaft, and in the morning pointed upon the

north-ftar.

On the 14th, the people on board the Nina were
furprifed at the light of a heron, and fome tropic

birds ; but the next day their aftonifhment was
greatly encreafed at feeing the fea covered with
green and yellow weeds that feemed to have been
lately wafhed away from fome rock or ifland :

Hence they concluded that they were near land,

efpecially as they found a live lobfter floating

among the weeds, and afterwards perceived the

fea-water grow lefs fait as they advanced ; they
were alfo attended by a great flioal of tunny fi(h.

On the 1 8th, Martin Alonzo Pinzon, Captain
of the Pinta, who was a-head, lay too for the Ad-
miral, and informed him that he had feen a great
number of birds flying weftward, and thought he
difcovered land to the northward at 15 leagues dif-

tance ; but the Admiral, being convinced that he
was miftaken, would not alter his courfe, though
folicited by the people, who readily gave credit to

fuch an agreeable allufion ; but the next day the
Admiral feeing a number of fea gulls, which he
fuppofed could not fly far, began himfelf to con-
ceive hopes of foon reaching land ; yet founding
with a line of 200 fathom he could find no bottom.
Three days after they took a bird like a heron,

of a black colour, with a white tuft on the head,
^nd web-fopted ; thev alfo faw abundance of weeds
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and in the evening were vifited by three fmall birds

linging, which flew away at day break, and con-

firmed Columbus in the opinion, tliat they could

not be far from land. The next day they alibfaw

a tropic bird, but met with fuch a quantity of

weeds as filled them with apprehenlions that their

courfe would be impeded.

As the wind had hitherto been always right a-

ftern, the people were under the moll dreadful ap-

prehenlions that they Ihould never have a fair gale

to carry them back ; but about this time it fhifted

to the fouth-weft, which gave great fatisfaftion to

the Admiral, as it afforded him room to convince

the faiiors of the vanity of their fears ; yet in fpite

of all his reafons and remonftrances, they began
loudly to murmur from theapprehenfion of periih-

ing at fea in queft of a country that had no exif-

tence, and their difcontent made them fo outrage-

ous, that a mutiny would probably have enfued

had not a brilk Vv'ind fprung up at the weft-north-

weft, and demonftrated that they Ihould always

have a chance for returning. Their hope of ob-

taining land was alfo revived by feeing a pigeon

fly over the fliip, and by the fight of feveral fmall

birds flying from the weft.

In proportion as the people were elated by
thefe figns, the greater was their mortification on
their difappointment. They not only complained

a gainft the Admiral, who, they faid, had from a

foolifti and ill grounded fancy formed the delign

of railing his own fortune and family at their ex-

pence, but caballed againft him, maintaining that

they had already proceeded far enough to ihew

their courage aud perfeverance, and that it was

therefore high time to return to their friends and
country, though they fliould be even obliged to

compel Columbus to confent to it. They confid-

ered that the Admiral was a foreigner, and there-
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fore would fcarcely have intereft enough at court

to bring them to punilliment for their difobedi-

ence, efpecially as he had powerful enemies, who
they knew, would embrace every opportunity of

oppoling his defigns. In Ihort, their terror and
defpair were raifed to fuch a height, that fome pro-

pofed throwing him overboard, and alleged that

when that was done they Ihould be fecured from
all farther danger, by their affirming, on their

return to Spain, that he had fallen into the fea

while he was making his obfervations. Columbus
who was not ignorant of this mutinous fpirit, ex-

erted all his abilities in order to remove it : He
fometimes repfefented the duty they owed him, as

being invefted with a legal authority, which he
was refolved to maintain at the hazard of his life ;

and at others reproached them with their pufilla-

nimity and impatience, which even the moft evi-

dent figns of their being near land could not re-

move. In fhort, he ihewed the folly of their fears,

and fo far encouraged their hopes as to prevent
their taking any refolution that could prejudice the

important enterprize in which they were engaged.
On the 25th of September, about fun-fetting,

Pinzon, whofe iliip v/as along fide of the Admiral,
fuddenly cried out Land ! land ! and pointed to-

wards the fouth-weft, where there appeared fome-
thing like at illand at 25 leagues diftance. This
at once filled the men with fuch joy that they gave
thanks to God V\^ith great fervour and devotion,
and though Columbus was was of a different opi-

nion, he readily complied with their clamorous
demand of failing to it, and ftood towards the
fuppofed illand during the greateft part of the
night ; but in the morning they law all their

hop s vanifried, v/hen their diflatisfa6lion return-
ing, they renewed their complaints. The admiral

,

however, with a fteadinefs and intrepidity peculiar
to himlelf, peril fted in the execution of his purpofe.
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On the 29th they faw feveral wagtails and guViB^

many flying filhes alfo appeared, and fometimes
fell into the fhip, and in the afternoon they met
with a large quantity of weeds, which the men
fancied afforded a proof tiiat there was ground
near them under water^ and that they fliould foon

run upon it and perilli.

On the I ft of Odober the pilot of the admiral's

Ihip was by his own account, 578 leagues weft of

the illand of FerrOj and though the diftance ac-

cording to Columbus's reckoning was 707, he
winked at the miftake, left the failors ftiould be

more deje(5led on knowing their great diftance

from home. Two days after perceiving no birds,,

they imagined they had palfed between fome
illands, and the failors earneftiy in treated the ad-

miral to fteer either to the one fide or to the other

in queft of the land they imagined they had left.

He however refufed to comply with their entrea-

ties, being unwilling to lofe the favorable wind
that carried him to the weftward, and refolved not

to take any ftep to lelfen the reputation of his

undertaking, which muft have fuffered in the opi-

nion of his people, had he changed his courfe from
that which he had all along allured them would
terminate in the accompliftiment of their wifties.

This fortitude they termed obftinacy and madnefs,

and were a(5tually on the point of taking fome
defperate refolution to his prejudice, when their

hopes were again revived by the arrival of up-

wards of forty fparrows, and other birds flying

from the weft.

On the 7th of 0<51:ober there appeared fome im-

perfect figns of land ; but nobody would venture

to mention it ; for though their Catholic majefties

had promifed a penfion of thirty crowns per an-

num for life, to him who fliould be fo happy as

firft to difcover land, yet in order to prevent the

noify exclamations at every trifling imagination of
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this fort, it was alfo decreed, that whoever fhould

cry land three days before it was adlually made,
lliould forfeit the reward, even though it Ihould be
afterwards proved that he was the difcoverer. In

fpite of this precaution the Nina, whi..h being the

belt failor kept always a head, fired a gun, and
hoifted her colours in token of land ; but the ap-

pearance that milled them totally vanillied.at their

nearer approach. The people were, however, the
next day in fome meafure comforted under their

difappointment by obferving many flights of large

and fmall birds, which proceeded from the weft to

the fouth-welt, when the admiral being fully per-

fuaded that they could not go far to fea, in imita-

tion of the Portuguefe, who had difcovered feveral

iflands by following the flight of fuch birds, alter-

ed his courfe and ftood to the fouth-weft; for he
had now run 750 leagues to the weftward of the

Canaries, within which fpace he himfelf expected
to make land.

On the 8th of 06lober they were vifited by 12

linging birds of different colours, and faw many
others, as jays, ducks, and gulls, flying to the
fouth-weft. The air alfo appeared freili and odori-

ferous, but the pufillanimous feamen had been fo

often deceived, that thefe certain ligns of their be-

ing near land could not fupprefs their murmurs,
which, during the two following days, increafed

to fuch a degree, that the brave Columbus, in fpite

of all his endeavours, would not have been able
much longer to have withftood the ftorm, which
was ready to burft into open rebellion, when it

was providentially diffipated by fuch manifei^
proofs of their approach to land as could not be
difputed.

On the nth of Oftober, thofe on board the ad-

miral's (hip faw a green rufli together with a large

rock fiih (vAm by the fliip ; the failors of the Pinta
VOL, I. E
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difcovered a cane floating, and, what was much
more extraordinary, took up a ftaiT curiouily

wrought, together with a fmall board, and at the

ianie tirne the crew of the Nina perceived a branch

of thorn full of red berries.

Thefe obje(5ls having now afTured the admiral

of their new approach to land, he at night, after

prayers, reminded them of the mercy of God in

granting them fair weather during fuch a long

voyage, and exhorted them to be vigilant that

night, as he expe(5ted to fee land the next day, and
not only mentioned the penlion of thirty crovyns,

but promifed to give a velvet doublet to him who
Ihould be the firft difcoverer. After this fpeech he
retired to the great cabin, from whence perceiv-

ing what appeared to be a light on lliore, he cal-

led to one of the failors, who being delired to ob-

ferve, acknowledged that he plainly faw it, and
fuppofed it to be a candle or torch belonging to

fome fifhermen or traveller, as it feemed to movcy
and to vanifh and appear by turns, 'ihis increafed

their vigilance and caution, though they fiiil pur^

fued their courfe until about two in the morning,
when the Pinta, being far a-head, gave the fignal

of land, which was firft difcovered by a fail or at

the diftance of two leagues ; the penfion however,

was given to the Admiral, who had before per-

ceived the light. As they v/ere now fo near the

fhore, all the Ihips lay to, and the people waited

for morning with the greate ft impatience, in order

to feaft their eyes with what they had fo long and
fo earneftly wiflied to behold.

Their hopes, however, were not now difap-

pointed, for day no fooner dawned than they per-

ceived an ifland about forty-five Englifii miles in

length, and almoft one continued plain, covered

with green trees; it was fuppiied with delightiul

rivers, and had a great lake in the middle. It was
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iiihabited by a number of people, who being

aiionilhed at the fight of the fhips, which they at

iirft miftook tor living creatures, ran down to the

&ore. 1 he Spaniards were inflamed by the moil

eager curiofity to know the particulars of this in-

tereftiiig difcovery, and the velTels were no.fooner

brought to an anchor, than the admiral landed in

his boat well armed, with the royal ilandard dif-

played, attended by the other two captains in their

refpe6tive boats with the particular enfigns of this

enterprife.

Immediately on their landing they kneeled on
the fliore, gave thanks to God, and Ihedding tears

of joy, killed the ground. Columbus then Hand-
ing up, gave the ifland, which was called by the

natives Guanihani, the name of Saint Salvador,

(now called Cat Ifland) and took pofleffion of it

for their Catholic majefl;ies. This ceremony being
performed, he was acknowledged as admiral and
viceroy by the Spaniards, who now implored his

pardon for the affronts and infults they had offer-

ed him, and joyfully fwore to obey him as their

majefties' reprefentative.

A multitude of the Indians were prefent at

thefe tranfa6iions, and they appearing to be a very
fimple and quiet people, Columbus diftributed

amongfl: them fl:rings of glafs beads, red caps, and
other things of fmall value, which they received

with tranfport, and on his returning to his fhip,

fome of them fwam after him, while others follow-

ed in canoes, with javelins armed with fifli-bones,

fpun cotton, parrots, and other things, to barter

for fuch trifles as he had diftributed among the

reft. Few of thefe people feemed to be abov©
thirty years of age, they were of a middle ftature,

well-lhaped, and of an olive-colour, with thick

lank black hair, which was generally cut fliort

above their ears, though others had fuffered it to
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froWj and tied it up like the trefTes of women,
'iiey had open countenances, very regular fea-

tures, and high foreheadso The bodies of fome
and the faces of others were painted black, white,

and red, though a few of them had only their no-

fes and eye-iids coloured. But all of both fexes

were entirely naked ; and fo little were they ac-

quainted with European arms, that they handled

a naked fword by the edge, without any fufpieion

that it was capable of hurting them. Some of

thefe people being afked by iigns how they had

got the wounds, the marks of which were ftill

vilible on their bodies, they anfwered in the fame
manner, that they received thdm in their own de-

fence, when fighting againft the inhabitants of

other iflands who came with a view to enflave them.

The next morning, being the 13th of 06^ober,

many of the Indians came to the fhips in their

canoes, which were made by hollowing the trunk

of a tree. Some of thefe were fo fmall as to hold

only one perfon, and others large enough to con-

tain forty. They were rowed with paddles, and
were fo light that if they happened to be overfet^

the rowers could eafily fet them right again, and
empty the water with calabaihes, or dried gourds,

which they carried with them for that purpofe.

Thefe Indians had no jewels nor any kind of

metal except fmall plates of gold that hung at

their noftrils, which by their figns, they informed

the Spaniards came from the fouth and fouth-weft,

where there were many countries and iflands.

—

They were fo fond of pofiTelling any thing belong-

ing to the Spaniards, that fome of them picked

up bits of broken earthen ware that lay upon the

deck, leaped into the fea and fwam afhore with

them. They were ready to exchange any thing

in their polTeffion for the moft infignificant trifles,

and fome of them gave twenty-fiye pounds of weU
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fpun cotton for three fmall pieces of Portugiiefe

brafs coin not worth a tarthing. Not that they

believed thele things had much intrinlic value

;

but they feemed to prize them only becaufe they

belonged to white men, whom they coclidered as

people defcended from heaven, and of whom they

deiired to keep fome memorial.

On the 14th of October the admiral coafted the

ifland in his boat towards the north-weft, until he

difcovered a large bay or harbour fufficient to con-

tarn all the fhips of Europe, being all the while

followed both by fea and land by crouds of the

inhabitants, who exprelFed their wonder and re-

gard by a variety of gefticulations. At length

arriving at a peninfula, he faw feveral of their

houfes and plantations, which appeared as plea-

fant as thofe of Caftile in the month of May.

—

However, finding that this was not the land he

was in fearch of, he took feven of the Indians to

ferve as interpreters, and returning to his Ihips,

failed to other iflands that were villble from the

peninfula.

On the 15th of October, having failed feven

leagues, he arrived at the weft end of another

ifland which he found to be about ten leagues in

length, and gave it the name of St. Mary of the

Conception ; but perceiving that the inhabitants

differed but little from thole of St. Salvador, and
that it produced nothing worth notice, he con-
tinued his courfe weftward, and anchored upon
the coaft of another larger ifland, which extended
north- weft and fouth-eaft above twenty-eight
leagues. Before he reached this agreeable fpot,

which he named Fernanda, he took up an Indian
whom he found at fea in a fmall canoe, furniilied

with a piece of their bread, a calabafli filled with

\yater, and a little earth refembling vermilion,

which \yas ufed by thofe people in painting their
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bodies. This Indian had alfo a fmall bafket, in

which was contained a ftring of glafs beads and
two foiall pieces of Portuguefe money^ from which
it appeared that he was bound from St. Salvador
to Fernanda, with the ftrange news of the admi-
ral's arrival ; but the voyage being long he was
weary with paddling, and defire * to be taken on
board. Columbus treated him courteouily, gave
him bread and honey to eat, made him drink

wine, and on fetting him on fhore gave him fome
toys, in order that by his favourable report he
might prepoiTefs the natives of Fernanda in favour
of the Spaniards. The fuccefs anfwered the ad-

miral's expectation ; for the iflanders, on hearing
the favourable account given by the Indian, came
in their canoes to barter with the fame fort of
commodities which were found at St. Salvador;

but they appeared to have more fagacity, and made
more advantageous bargains. The women wore a
kind of cotton cloth round their middle. Their
houfes were built like tents, but had fcarcely any
furniture ; and the beds in which they lay were
formed of a kind of nets that hung from two
pofts. Here were fome trees that feemed as if in-

grafted by their bearing leaves or branches of four

or five different kinds. There were plenty of fiili

of different Ihapes and colours, with fome lizards,

inakes, and dogs that could not bark.

Columbus, finding nothing valuable in this

iiland, failed on the 19th of Odober to another,

to which he gave the name of Ifabella, in honour
of her Catholic majefty. This ifland far exceeded

the others in beauty and extent. It abounded
with ri \^ers, pleafant meadows and groves, and
the profpe6t was deverfified with hills, which the

reft wanted: the ear was delighted with the longs

of birds, which not only hopped from bough to

bought but even flew in fuch flocks as darkene4
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the aif^ Ker.r one of the lakes the Spaniards

killed an alligator feven feet long with their fpears,

which, though at firft they beheld with horror,

they afterwards fkinned and eat, this animal

being eiteemed by the Indians as moft delicious

food.

Columbus was no fooner acquainted with the

produce of Ifabella, and the manners of the inha-*

bitants, than, he fet fail with a fair wind, for a

large country to the fouth, which was extolled by
the Indians under the name of Cuba, and arrived

there on the 28th of 06lober. It exhibited a

pleafing variety of hills and dales, woods and
plains, and from the extent of its coaft and the

largenefs of its rivers, appeared to be of great

confequence.

To obtain fome intelligence of- the natives, the

admiral caft anchor in a broad river, the banks of

which were Ihaded by thick and tall trees that

were at the fame time adorned with bloffbms and
fruit entirely imknown in Europe. Soon after

their landing they entered two houfes which were
deferted by the natives, who, being teriified at the

appearance of lliips, had fled ; upon which the
Spaniards re-embarked without touching any of
their efFe6ts> and continued their courfe weftward
until they arrived at the mouth of another river :

but this being larger than the other, Columbus
failed a confiderable way up it. The banks were
all along inhabited ; but here alfo the natives fied

with all the effects they could carry to the moun-
tains, which arofe to a confiderable height, and
were covered with lofty trees.

Columbus being fenfible that if the inhabitants
fhould thus continue to avoid him, he fhould never
be able to learn the nature of the ifland, and being
afraid of encreaiing their terror by landing a num-
ber of men, ordered two Spaniards attended by
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an Indian of St. Salvador and another of Cuba^
who had boldly ventured to come a- board with his

canoe, to travel up into the country, and to en-

deavour by their obliging behaviour to remove the

terror of the people. In the mean time he direct-

ed his Ihip to be careened, on which occafion he
obferved that the only fuel of the country was
maftic wood, which grew there in great plenty.

On the 5 th of November the two Spaniards re-

turned, accompanied by the Indian king and his

foij, and iaiormed the admiral that they had tra-

velled twelve iea^^ues into the country, where they

found-a town conlilting of fifty wooden houfes co-

vered with ftraw, which contained about one thou-

fand people ; that they were met by the principal

perfons of the place, who took them by the arms
and led them to the town, where they were al-

lowed a fpacious lodging, in which they werefeated

upon wooden benches in the form of fome ftrange

arunials with their tails lifted up for them to lean

upon, and had eyes and ears of gold The Spani-

ards being feated on thefe benches, the Indians

fat around them on the ground, and came one ,by
one to kifs the hands and feet of thefe ftrangers,

imagining they had come from heaven ; they at

the fame time treated them with boiled roots,

which in their tafte refembled chefnuts. After the

men had thus fulfilled the rites of hofpitality, they

retired, ^o make room for the women, who alfo

kiiTed their hands and feet, and entertained them
with their homely fare. This favourable reception

they owed to the two Indian attendants, who re-

prefented the Spaniards as a humane and generous

people.

On their fetting out to return to the fhip, a

great number of the natives propofed to accom-

pany them ; this offer they declined, and would

accept of none but the Cacique or king and his
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fbn, under whofe prote6tion they were entertained

with great refpeft at feveral petty towns; meeting

many of the inhabitants, who always carried

lighted brands to kindle the fires with which they

roafted the roots that conftituted their principal

food. In return for thefe civilities, the Cacique

and his fon were treated by the admiral with great

kindnefs and refpe(5t.

In this excurfion they faw a variety of birds,

among which were partridges and nightingales ;

but no quadrupedes, except a kind of dogs which
could not bark. A great part of the land was
cultivated and produced befides the bread^root,

maize or Indian corn, of which the natives

made a very well tailed flour. Their principal

manufacture was cotton, which they gathered

from trees that grew without the leaft care or cul-

ture, and of this they made vaft quantities of well

fpun yarn, but had no other ufe for it than forming
hammocks and fliort aprons for the women. The
Indians afterwards carried great quantities of this

cotton on board the fliips, where they willingly

e>&banged a bafket full of it for a thong of lea-

the'r. They had no gold, pearl or fpices, but
pointed towards the eaft, where they intimated that

there was a country plentifully ftored with them.
In confequence of the above information, Co-

lumbus refoived to fail to a place which the Indi-

ans called bohio ; but before he left Cuba he feized

twelve Indians whom he intended to carry into

Spain, which feizure was made with fuch Lttle

difturbance, that the hulband of one of the women
he had taken, came to the fiiip in his canoe, and
begged that he might be allowed to accompany
his wife and children. This inftance of afFedtion.

gave great pleafure to the admiral, who infcantly

granted his requefl, and gave orders for their being
kindly treated.

VOL. I, F
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On the 1 2th of November, Columbus, who
had before endeavoured to leave the ifland, but

Was driven back, ileered eaftward for the illand of
Bohio, but the wind being ft ill contrary, he was
obliged to ply two or three days between the

illands of Cuba and Ifabella. In this interval

Martin Alonzo Pinzon, who had been informed
by fome Indians whom he had concealed in his

Jhip, that Bohio abounded in gold, took advan-
tage of the fwiftnefs of his veflel, and left Colum-
bus in the night, in order to anticipate hisfuccefs,

and ingrofs the treafure of that wealthy illand to

himfelf.

Columbus being thus abandoned by one of his

conforts, and the weather growing fo rough as to

render it dangerous for him to keep the fea, he re-

turned to another harbour in Cuba, to which he
gave the name of St. Catherine's. While the

crews were here employed in taking in wood and
water, he accidently difcovered figns of gold on
fome ftones in the river, and up in the country
faw mountains covered with tall pines fufficient to

furnifn mafts for the largeft fhips, and plenty of
oaks fit for planks. In his run along the coaft for

ten or twelve leagues to the fouth-eaft, he difcov-

ered many large rivers and excellent harbours,

and was fo delighted with the beautiful appear-

ance of the country, that he was even tempted to

fix his habitation there for life. Sailing up one
of the rivers, he faw a canoe drawn upon land as

large as a twelve oar barge, and afterwards per-

ceived in the water another canoe, which, though
formed of the trunk of a fingle tree, was feventy

feet long, and capable of containing fifty men.
The admiral having coafted the illand for 106^

leagues, fct fail again ior Bohio, which, though it

w^is but at 16 leagues diftance, he was prevented

by the currents from reaching till the next day.
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when he anchored in a port to which he gave the

name of St. Nicholas^ from its being thefeftival

of that Saint. He found that the harbour was

large, deep, extremely fafe, and encompalFed with

a great number of tail trees, which however were

not in general fo large as thofe oi Cuba ; but not

being able to obtain any intercourfe with the in-

habitants, who fled at his approach, he coaiied

the illand to the northward, until he arrived at a

port which he called the Conception, when ob-

fcrving that the country was very extenlive, and
in many refpe6ts refembled Spain both in the

trees, plants, and fiflies, he gave it the name of

Efpaniola or Hifpaniola, He here faw a number
of the natives, who, upon the landing of the

failors fled from them with great precipitation ;

but they having at length taken a young woman
who had a plate of gold hanging at her nofe, ihe

was conducted to the admiral, who prefented her

with feveral trifles, fuch as fmall bells and glafs

toys, civilly difmilled her to the town where Ihe

dwelt, fending with her three Spaniards and the

fame number of Indians.

The next day eleven men well armed, went on
fhore, and travelled four leagues up the country,

where they found a town which confifted of one
thoufand houfes, and though the inhabitants, as

ufual, fled at their approach, they foon returned,

at the perfuafion of a St. Salvador Indian, who
followed them, and removed their fears by the

favourable account he gave of the Spaniards, on
whom they gazed with equal aftoniihment and
awe: they even brought them food, and preiTed

them to Hay in the town all night: the Spaniards

however, declined accepting this invitation, and
returning to their fhips, told the admiral, that the

country was fertile and pleafant, and the people

whiter and handfomer than thofe they had hitherto

#
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feen ; that they were courteous and traftable^ and
had let them know that gold was to be found far-

ther to the eaftward.

At this news Columbus immediately fet fail,

and between Hifpanioia and a fmall ifland on the

north coaft, called afterwards Tortuga, he took

up, in a very rough fea, an Indian who was ftrug-

gling with the waves in a little canoe, and givmg
him fome prefents of a fmall value, fet him fafe

alhore on the coafl of Hifpanioia. This man in-

forming his countrymen of the manner in which

he had been treated, induced them to come on
board, but they brought nothing with them of

confequence, except Ibme fmall grains of gold

which hung at their ears and noftrils, of which

they fhewed by figns that there was a great quan-

tity higher up in the country.

While the Spaniards were on Ihore the next day
bartering with the Cacique or fovereign of that

diitr)6t for a plate of gold, forty men in a canoe

approached from the ifland of Tortuga, when the

Cacique perceiving them fat down with his people

on the ftrand, as a lignal that they Ihould not com-
mit hoftiiities, but notwithftanding this they lan-

ded ; upon which he arofe, and by his threats

bbjiged them to re-embark, and then giving a ftone

to one of the Spanifli officers, made a fign for him
to throw it at the Tortugans, to Ihew that he

would efpoufe the coufe of thefe ftrangers againft

the Indians of the canoe, who on their feeing thiSj

returned to the ifl-vnd.

On the 1 8th of December the fame Cacique came
to pay the admiral a vilit, carried in ilate on a

palanquin and attended by 200 men, though both

he and they were entirely naked. He made no
difficulty of going on board Columbus's iliip, and

the admiral being at dinner, entered the cabin

without ceremony, attended by two old men whg
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feemed to be his counfellors, who fat down at his

feet. Columbus received him with great civility

and refpeft, and had provifions and wine fet be-

fore him, which on his tailing he fent to fome of

his men who remained upon deck. After dinner,

during which both he and the two old irien fpoke

but little, he prefented the admiral with two thin

pieces of gold and a wrought girdle ; in return for

thefe he received a ftring of amber beads, which
the admiral took from his .own neck^ a pair of red

Ihoes, a counterpane, and a bottle of orange
flour water, wherewith this prince and his two at-

tendants were fo delighted, that they fignified to

Columbus, that the whole illand was at his difpofal.

The admiral then Ihewed him the effigies of Fer-

dinand and Ifabella impreft in a gold medal, which
he viewed with admiration, and indeed (liewed

figns of aftonifhment at every thing he faw. In
the evening he was, at his own delire, fent afhore

in the fhip's boat, and faluted with a difcharge of

feveral guns, the noife whereof filled him with

amazement and terror ; he was, however, fo fatif-

fied with his reception, that he ordered his people
to entertain the Spaniards who condu6led him to

land, and returned home with the admiral's pre-

fents carried with great pomp and oftentation

before him.

On the 24th of December, Columbus weighed,,

and failed to a promontory, afterwards called

Punta Santa, where, the weather being calm, he
anchored about a league from Ihore and retired to

reft, which he had not enjoyed for two nights
before; his example was followed by the crew,
v/ho, contrary to his repeated orders, had the fol'y

to leave only a boy at the helm. This inftance of

negle6l proved fatal; for about midnight the
veilel was carried upon a ridge of rocks, before

gny on board were aware of the danger. The ad-
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miral being the firft who was awakened by the
cries of the boy at the hehTi, ran upon deck and
perceiving the rocks, ordered the mailer and three

feilors to leap into the boat and carry out an
anchor aftern ; but inflead of obeying his direc-

tions, they rowed to the other lliip in order to

preferve their own lives. Upon this, Columbus
immediately caufed the velTel to be lightened, and
the malts to be cut away ; but all his endeavours

were ineffedual, and the water ebbing, the feams

of the fhip opened. But while they were in this

emergency the boat returned, the other fliip re-

fuling to receive the men who had deferted their

duty. The admiral then feeing no hopes of fav-

ing his own velTel, took the boat, and going with

his men on board the other, the next morning
difpatched meffengers to inform the Cacique of

this difafter, and to defire the affillance of the na-

tives in unlad-ng the Ihip. The Cacique, who
condoled their misfortunes with tears in his eyes,

immediately ordered his people to repair to the

wreck in their canoes, and to obey Columbus's
dire6tions ; and by their affiftance all the valuable

effects were carried on (hore, and depofited in the

hoLXes appointed for that purpofe.

On the 26th of December this friendly Cacique,

whofe name was Guacanagari, paid another viiit

to the admiral, whofe lofs he lamented with many
expreffions of forrow : made him feveral prefents,

and perceiving how fond the Spaniards were of

gold, promifed to fend for a great quantity of that

metal from a place called Cebao. Mean while a

canoe with Indians from another illand brought

plates of gold to exchange them for bells, on
which they let a very great value, and the feamen

on fliore traded with the natives of Hifpaniola who
came from the inland part of the country, and
bartered gold for points, and other trifles. Among
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the reft, an Indian came to the fliore with a piece

of gold that weighed four ounces, and holding it

in one hand ftretched out the other, and an hawk's

bell being put into it, he let go the gold and ram

away, thinking he had cheated the Spaniard.

Columbus being greatly pleafed both with this

ifland and the manners of its inhabitants, refolved

to fettle a colony upon it, and was encouraged to

take this ftep by many of his men voluntarily of-

fering to fettle there. While the Cacique Guaca-

nagari inftead of being difpofed to take umbrage
at their neighbourhood, confidered them as valu-

able allies, who would prote6t him againft the in-

vafion of the Caribbee Indians: and in order to

lliew the importance of his friendfliip, Columbus
gave orders, in the prefence of this prince, for

firing a great gun at the wreck, through which

the ball penetrated, and fell into the water on
the oppofite fide, to the great aftonifliment of the

Indians, who believed that their guefts knew how
to dart the thunder of heaven, and therefore ear-

neftly implored their proteftion. In compliance

with this requeft made to him by Guacanagari,

Columbus ordered a fort to be built of the timber

of the wreck, and having furnifned it with provi-

fions, ammunition, fmall arms and cannon, man-
ned it with a garrifon of thirty-fix men under the

command of Roderick d'Efcovedo, Peter Gutieres,

and James d'Arana, whom he warmly recom-

mended to the favour and good offices of the

friendly Cacique and his people. Having thus

provided the fort with all necelfaries, he caufed a

few houfes to be built, named the place the town
of Nativity, and refolved to return immediately
to Caftile, left fome misfortune happening to the

only (hip he had now under his command, he

fliould be for ever difabled from letting their Ca-

tholic majefties know the important difcoveries he
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had already made, and the countries he had an-

nexed to their dominions.

When every thing was ready for his departure,

he called thofe together who chofe to be lett upon
the ifland, and addrefling himlelf to them, defired

them to return thanks to God tor havirg carried

them to fuch a country to plant his holy faith ;

and not to forfake him their Almighty Friend, but

by living like good Chriftians to infure his protec-

tion ; he exhorted them to love and obey their

captain ; to refpe6l Guacanagari, and to give no
offence to any of his people; and that the opinion

of their coming from heaven might be coniirmedj

they fhould offer no violence to any of the natives,

obferving that it would be for their intereft to bar-

ter with them fairly without covetoufnefs ; to en-

deavour to learn their language, which would be

of great ufe, and to gain their friendlhip, which

would render them happy and fecure. In return

for which he promifed to intreat their majefiies to

reward them for opening the v;ay to that new
world.

He fet fail from the port of Nativity on the 4th

of January, taking fuch notice of the land as would

enable him to difcover the mouth of the harbour

in any future expedition ; and failing to a high

mountain, he gave it the name of Monte Chrifto

;

but the wind being contrary, he made but little

way, when two days after he fell in with the Pinta,

under the command of Martin Alonzo Pinzon,

who going on board, ftrove to excufe his defertion,

by pretending he had loft fight of the admiral in

the night, and by alleging other frivolous ex-

cufes ; but though Columbus plainly faw the fal-

lacy of all thefe pretences, he chofe to difguife his

fentiments rather than run any rifk of prejudicing

the common caufe, by giving rife to a dangerous

diffention.
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Pinzon had failed to a river fifteen leagues to

the ealt of the port of Nativity, where he had fperit

Sixteen days in bartering with the natives for gold^,

of which he had procured a conliderable quantity

;

one half whereof he diftributed among his crew
in order to obtain popularity, and to gain tiieir

confent to keep the remainder for his own ufe.

He afterwards anchored near Monte Chrifto, the
wind not permitting him to proceed farther, and
then he failed in his boat up a river to the fouth-

weft of the mount, where difcovering fome gold
dull among the fand, he called it the Golden river.

On the 13th of January, being near the cape
called Enamorado, Columbus fent his boat on
fhore, where there flood fome Indians, with all the
iigns of confternation and great fiercenefs in theit

countenances. They were armed with bows and
arrows, and other weapons, and made a fhew of
oppofition ; but by the mediation of a St. Salvador
Indian, they were brought to a kind of conference.

One of them then ventured on board the admiral's
ftiip, but appeared extremely favage both in fpeech
and afpe(5t, which was fmutted with charcoal.

This man having anfwered feveral queftions, partly

by figns and partly by means of the Indian inter-

preter, he was feafted, and then fet afhore with
prefents of glafs beads and bits of red and green
cloth, that he might perfuade his countrymen to

bring in gold in exchange for fuch trifles.

At the place where he was fet on fliore there

were 50 men with long hair adorned with plumes
of parrots feathers, and being armed with bows
and arrows, refufed to trade with the Spaniards,

notwithllanding the perfuafions of their country-
man ; but on the contrary treated them with
fcorn and even began to commit hoftilities. The
Spaniards, who were but feven in number, feeing

them advance with fury in their looks, met them
VOL. I. G
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half way, and boldly charging them, Ihot one with

an arrow and wounded another with a fword, on
which they inftantly fled. Columbus was far from
being difpleafed at this fkirmifli, which he imagined
would give them fuch an high opinion of the bra-

very of his men as would prevent their making
any attempts to the prejudice of the fettlement at

the Nativity.

On the 1 6th of January the admiral fet fail with
his two Ihips for Spain, but after having enjoyed

a favorable gale until they were within two hun-
dred and fixty-three leagues to the weftward of

Ferro, they were overtaken by fuch a tempeft on
the 14th of February, that the fea running mounr
tains high, they were unable to work their velTels,

and were toUed about at the mercy of the waves.

During this ftorm, the two fliips were feparated,

when the feamen in each, concluding that thofe in

the other had perilhed, betook themfelves to a6is

of devotion, and the admiral vowed to go a pil-

grimage to our Lady of Gaudalupe ; but the ftorm

ftill increafing, the whole crew of the admiral's

Ihip joined in a vow to walk barefoot and in their

fhirts to fome church dedicated to the blefTed Vir-

gin, in the firft Chriftian country on which they

lliould land. They had great fcarcity of provi-

fions, and their fhip wanting ballaft, was in dan-

ger of being overfet. To remedy this lail: incon-

venience, Columbus ordered his calks to be filled

with fea water, and that his difcovery might have

fome chance of being known, in cafe he and his

men perilhed, he wrote a brief account of it upon
two Ikins of parchment which he wrapt in oil-

cloths covered with wax, and having inclofed them
in two feparate cafks, had them thrown into the

fea. This muft be allowed to have been an extra-

ordinary inftance both of his prudence and forti-

tude.
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On the 15th of February, at which time the

florm ftill continued, one of the failors difcovered

land, which tlie pilot judged to be the rock of

Lifbon, though the admiral imagined it to be one
of the Azore iilands, where they with great diffi-

cult}^ caft anchor four days after. The admiral

being lame in both his legs in confequence of the

fatigue he had undergone, many of the inhabitants

came on board with frefli provifions and compli-

ments from the governor, expreffing their amaze-
ment at the fuccefs of the expedition, and feeming
to rejoice at Columbus's difcovery. They were
alfo furprifed to fee that they had outlived the

ftorm, and letting the failors know that there was
in that neighbourhood an hermitage dedicated to

the blelled Virgin, the admiral and his crew re-

folved to perform their vow, by walking thither

barefoot. To fulfil this penance he fent his boat

on iliore with one half of the company, with orders

to return immediately, that the reft might fucceed

them in the fame kind of devotion ; but the firft

company had no fooner undreft themfelves and
began their procellion, than they were attacked

and made prifoners by the governor, who lay in

ambufli with fome of his people for that purpofe.

Columbus, having in vain waited from daybreak
until noon for the retin'n of the boat, began to

fufpe6l foul play, and not being able to difeover

the hermitage, he failed round a point, by which
means he obtained a full view of it, and perceiv-

ing feveral Portuguefe on horfeback alight and
enter his boat, as he imagined, to attack the veflel,

he ordered the failors to be upon their guard.

—

He hoped that the commander of the men would
come on board, in which cafe he refoived to detain

him as an hollage ; but the Portuguefe not daring
to advance beyond a certain diftance, he demanded
the reafon of their committing fuch an outrage
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upon his men who had gone on fhore upon the

faith of a fafe conviudl, and let them know that

the king of Portugal would certainly be offended

at this ii^t of boftility committed againft the fub-

je^s of their Catholic majefties with whom he was
in alhance. To this the Portiiguefe captain an-

fwered, that what they had done was by the king's

exprefs orders, which giving Columbus reafon to

imagme that there was a breach between the two
crowns, and calling all his people to bear witnefs

to what they heard, he again diredled his difcourfe

to the Portuguefe, and fwore that he would never
quit his Ihip until he had feized a hundred Por-

tuguefe, and deftroyed the whole illand.

He now returned to the port he had left, but
the next day the wind increaling he loft his an-

chors, and was obliged to ftand out to fea towards
the illand of St. Michael, though not without

being expofed to great danger from his having
only three able feamen on board, the reft being
landmen, Indians, and boys. The weather being
mild, the next day he endeavoured to recover the

ifland of St. Mary, which he reached on the 21ft,

and loon after his arrival, a boat was fent to him
with five men and a notary, who, in the gover-
nor's namedefired to know whence the fliip came,
and whether he had really the king of Spain's

commiffion. Being fatisfied in thefe particulars^

they returned and caufed the Spaniards to be re-

leafed ; for the king of Portugal had fent orders

to all his governers to fecure the admiral's perfon ;

Ijut as this fcheme did not fucceed, on account of

Columbus's ftaying on board, it was thought
proper to difmifs the prifoners. The admiral,

having recovered his men, departed from the ifland

of St. Mary on the 24th of February, with a very-

favourable wind ; but on the 3d of March he was
expolied to another tempeft, during which hh fails
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were fplit, and he narrowly efcaped being wrecked
on the rock of Lilbon, which they accidentally

difcovered at midnight ; but having weathered it

with great difficulty, he was the next day obliged

to come to an anchor in the river Tagus, on which
he immediately fent an exprefs by land to their

Catholic majefties with the news of his arrival,

and another to the king of Portugal, to defire

leave to caft anchor before the city, as he did not
think himfelf fafe in his prefent ftation.

On the 5th of March the mafter of a guard fhip,

with a boat filled with armed men, came up to

Columbus, and ordered him to give an account
of himfelf to the king's officers, as was cuftomary
with all the velTels that entered the river. To
this Columbus replied, that he was the king of
Spain's admiral, and would not degrade himfelf

fo far as to fend the moft inconfiderable perfon on
board his ihip on fuch an errand. The Portu-
guefe finding him refolute, defired to fee the king's

letter, which being complied with, they returned
to their fliip, and made a proper report to Alvaro
d' Acunha, who foon after came on board Colum-
bus's Ihip, attended with fifes, Brums, and trum-
pets, and congratulated him on his return with
many expreffions of friendftiip. The nature of
Columbus's voyage was no fooner known at Lifbon
than the people were filled with the utmoft curi-

oiity to fee the Indians, and to learn the particu-
lars of his amazing difcovery ; the whole river
was therefore feen covered with boats filled with
people, fome ofwhom praifed God for Columbus's
fuccefs, while others lamented the hard fate of
their nation, which had loft fuch a prize through
the increduHty or avarice of their king.

His majefly having received the admiral's letter,

gave orders for his being prefented with all kinds
of refreiliments and neeefiaries gratis, and at the
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fame time wrote to him to congratulate him upon
his ha,pp7 retm^n^ and to let him know that he de-

iired to fee him 'before he left his dominions.

—

Columbus at firft doubted whether he ought to

accept this invitation ; but confidering that Spain

and Portugal were at peace^, and that he had been
already treated by the king with uncommon re-

fpe6t, he refolved to wait on his Portuguefe ma-
jefty, who then refided at Vai Paraifo, a place nine

leagues from Lilbon ; he therefore fet out on Satur-

day the 9th of March when the king ordered his

whole court to go out and meet him, and Colum-
bus being conduced into the royal prefence, his

majefty infifted on his putting on his cap, and be-

ing feated in his prefence, he heard with feeming
pleafure the particulars of the voyage, and offered

to fupply him with every thing he deiired ; yet

obferved, that as Columbus was before in his fer-

vice, the conqueil of right belonged to him ; but
the admiral raodeftly gave his reafons.for being
of a contrary opinion : to which the king replied

that *'^ it was very well, and he did not doubt but
that juftke would be done."

Columbus having llaid all Sunday and part of

Monday, took his leave, after his majefty had in

vain attempted, by very coniiderable offers, to re-

engage him in his fervice. On his return, he was
attended by man}^ pcribos of rank, and palling by
a monaftry in which was the Queen, her majefty

deJired to fee him, and received his vifit in a re-

f}>ectfui manner. The fame night a gentleman
arrived from the king to inform him, that if he

chofe to go to Caftile by land, he would accompany
him, and provide him with accommodations on the

road, as far as the frontiers of Portugal. This
offer he declined with fuitable acknowledgments,
and fetting fail on Wednefday the 13th of March,

1493, arrived on the Friday foilowingat Saltes, and



OF AMERICA. 5S

came to an anchor in the port of Palos, whence he .

had departed on the 3d of Auguft in the preceding

year.

Columbus was received on his landing by all

the people in proceffion, giving thanks to God for

his lucceis, which it was hoped would greatly re-

dound to the fpreading of Chriftianity, and the

advantage of their Catholic majefties. Pinzon had

already arrived in Galicia^and had refolved to carry

in.perfon the agreeable news of the difcovery to

court, when he received orders which forbade his

coming without the admiral under wh.ofe command
he had been lent on the expedition ; and this mor-
tifying difappointment made fuch an impi'effion

upon him, that he immediately fell ficl<;, and re-

turning to the place of his birth, he in a few^ days

after died of grief and vexation.

In the mean time Columbus fet out for Seville

on his way to Barcelona, where their majefties then

refided, and the roads were crouded with people of

all ranks, who flocked to fee him and the Indians

in his train. He arrived at Barcelona about the

middle of April, and was received by the whole
court and city in the moft folemn manner. The
ftreets could not contain the multitudes that pref-

fed to fee him, v/ith tliQ Indians and curiofities he
brought which were carried uncovered. Their
maieities to do him honour, ordered the royal

throne to be placed in public, on which they feated

themfelves with prince John under a canopy of

'

cloth of gold. The admiral was introduced by
feveral gentlemen, and on his approaching the

throne, the kin^o; role up and gave him his hand
to kifs, when Columbus kneeling, his raajefty de-

iired him to rife, ordered a chair to be brought
him, and made him fit by his fide. Columbus then
gave an account of his voyage, his difcoveries, and
his hopes of finding ft ill more extenlive and im-
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portant countries ; fhewed them the Indians, as

they appeared in their native countries, and gave
them a fpecimen of every thing he had brought
from the new world. When he had done fpeaking,

their majefties rofe, and kneeling down with their

hands lifted up, and with tears in their eyes, re-

turned thanks to God, which was immediately
followed by the chorifters of the chapel linging

Te Deum.
In Ihort, Columbus was treated as a grandee of

the firft rank who had performed the moft impor-
tant fervices for his country, and w hen the king
rode about Barcelona, he would have him con-
ftantly by his fide; an honour which had been con-

ferred upon none but princes of the blood. He
was alfo gratified with new patents, which con-

firmed and enlarged the privileges he had before

obtained. The more his difcoveries were canvalTed

hy the council the more important they appeared,

and therefore their Catholic majefties not only
agreed that he Ihould continue them, but dif-

patched an ambalTadorto Pope Alexander VI. to

defire him to exert his apoftolic authority in their

favour, and to grant them an exclufive title to the

countries that had been, or Ihould be difcovered.

The Pope complied with this requeft, and drawing
a line from pole to pole, at the diftance of one
hundred leagues weftward from the Azores, or

from the Cape de Verd Iflands, beftowed on their

Catholic majefties the dominions of all fovereigns

and ftates in that extenfive part of the globe.



THE

lECOND VOYAGE
OF

Chrijlopher Columbus to America*

CHAPTER II.

Columbus's Second Voyage. He fails with a more numerous

fleet, arrives at the Carribbee-Iflands, and difcovers Dominica,

Marigalante, and Gaudalupe, in which lall place he lands,

and endeavours, in vain, to trade with the natives. He thence

proceeds to feveral other iflands, the moll remarkable of which
are, Montferrat and St. John's, and arriving at Hifpaniola,

finds the colony ruined, and the Spaniards deftroyed by their

own folly ; upon which he reitores things to a good fituation,

quells a mutiny, and having taken the molt prudent meafures,

fets fail upon other difcoveries, lands at Jamaica ; meets with a

multitude of Iflands to which he gives the name of the Queen's

Garden ; fleers along the coaft of Cuba, and after fufferino-

many difficulties, returns to Hifpaniola, where he finds every

thing in great confufion ; but having made new regulations

for the fecurity of the fettlement, he fails for Spain.

JLN a little time fuch meafures were taken for

Columbus's fecond expedition, that feventeen vef-

fels were fitted out for farther difcoveries, and the

fettlement of colonies. The thirft of gold, and
the fuccefs of the firft voyage drew together fuch a

multitude of volunteers, that a great number was
rejected, the admiral refolving to take no more
than fifteen hundred perfons, amongft whom there

were many artificers and labourers.

VOL. I. H '
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Columbus having provided all kinds of utenfils,

with a large ftock of trifles moll agreeable to the
Indians, and having taken on board cows, horfes,

alles and other animals for breeding in the new
plantations, with the feeds of plants, trees and
all kinds of grain, &c, he failed from the road of

Cadiz on the 25th of September, 1493, and flood

fouth well for the Canary IHands. He arrived at

the Grand Canaria on the 2d of 0(5lober, and on
the 5th anchored at Gomera, where he took in

water, wood, and cattle, and in particular eight

fows, from which were produced all the fwine now
in the Weft- Indies.*

On the 7th he continued his voyage for the Indies

after his having delivered his orders fealed up,

which were not to be opened unlefs the fleet fbould

be feparated by ftrefs of weather : They now ran

400 leagues weft of the Canaries without meeting

with any of thofe weeds which they had feen in

their firft voyage.

On the 2d of November, Columbus perceiving

a great alteration in the winds, and there falling

a violent fhower of rain, concluded that he was
feven leagues to the weftward of a high moun-
tainous iiland which he named Dominica, from its

being difcovered on a Sunday. Three other iflands

were difcovered much about the fame time, when
they returned thanks to God for their wonderful

fuccefs, in having failed near 800 leagues in the

fpace of twenty days. The admiral finding no
convenient place for anchoring on the eaft iide of

Dominica, llood over to another ifland which he

called Marigalante, after his own lliip, and having

landed, he with the ufual folemnity, took pollef-

* They received the name of Weft-Indies from Columbus'*
failing to them by the weft, and expecting to find the fpices at

that time brought from the eaft by the way of the Red -Sea.
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^on of it for their Catholic majefties, as he had
before done with refpe6l to all the other illands he
had diicovered.

On the 4th of November, he failed to another
confiderable iflandj which he named St. Mary of
Guadalupe, (one of the largeft of the Caribbee
Iflands) in confequence of a promife he had made
to the friars belonging to a convent of that name.
He there, at two leagues diftance, perceived a
very high rock which terminated in a point,

whence guflied a large torrent of water, which fell

with a prodigious noife. Here he landed fome men
who went to a town, which at their approach was
abandoned by all the inhabitants except fome of
the children, to whofe arms the Spaniards tied a

few baubles as a mark of friendiliip. They here
found geeie like thofe of Europe, a great number
of large parrots, and other birds, pompions,
ananas, or pine-apples, of exquifite tafte and
flavour : they alfo found bows and arrows, cotton,

and feveral other things, which thc^y left behind
them in order to give the owners a good opinion
of their morals.

The next day the admiral fent two boats on
Ihore, with orders, if poffible, to take a few of
the natives, from v/hom he might obtain fome im-
portant information ; and thefe returned with two
young men, who by their figns let him know that
they were born in another ifland, and were taken
prifoners by thofe of Guadalupe, who were called

Caribbees. The boats again going on Ihore for

fome of the meji they had left, found fix women
who had fled to them, anddefired to be carried on
board, which being done, the admiral gave them
bells and beads, and then difmiffed them, though
by their figns they lliewed an ardent defire to ftay

;

but they were no fooner landed than the Caribbees
robbed them of their ornaments in the very fight
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of the Spaniards. The next time the boat's crew

landed, thefe poor creatures leapt into the boat,

and by the moft expreffive geftures implored pro-

tection from the cruelty of the iflanders, who, they

iignified, had kept their hufbands in llavery.

—

This information occafioned their being brought

to the admiral, whom they gave to underftand,

that towards the fouth, there were many iflands

and a large continent. Columbus would have im-

mediately left Guadalupe, had he not been in-

formed, that the captain of one of his Ihips had,

without his permifTion, landed with eight men
before it was light, and was not yet returned ;

he therefore fent feveral of his people on Ihore

with trumpets and mufquets, the noife of which

might be heard through the woods; and thisfearch

proving fruitlefs, he fent another detachment of

forty men, commanded by a captain, with orders

to ):>roceed through the country, and make obfer-

vations on its productions. They found abun-
dance of cotton, fome trees which in tafte and
fmell refembled cinnamon, and alfo frankincenfe,

ginger, fa nders, aloes, and maftic. They likewife

law nightingales, daws, partridges, geefe, herons,

kites, and falcons. While they were thus em-
ployed, the ftragglers returned of their own accord,

when Columbus ordered their captain to be put
in irons, and puniflied the reft by Ihortening their

allowance of provilions. The admiral himfelf then

landing, found great quantities of cotton, fpun

and unfpun, with many human fkulls and bones

hung up in bafkets ; and obferved that the na-

tives were better accommodated with lodging,

provifions, and other neceflaries, than thofeof the

other iflands he had before difcovered.

On the loth of November, the admiral weighed

anchor, and failing with his whole fleet towards
the north-weft in fearch of Hifpaniola, paiTed an
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iiland, to which, on account of its height he called

Montferatj and having pafTed by -St. Mary Re-
donda, and St. Maria la Antigua, he difcoverd

feveral other iflands, near one of which he caft

anchor, and called it St. Martin. His people here
feized four men and three children, but as the
boat was putting off with them from Ihore, they
met with a canoe in which were four men and one
woman, who finding it impoffible for them to ef-

cape, put themfelves in a pofture of defence, when
the woman Ihot an arrow with fuch force and dex-
terity, that it paJGTed through a ftrong target; but
the Spaniards endeavouring to board them, overfet

the canoe, on which the Indians betook themfelves

to fvvimming, and one of them ufed his bow and
arrow in the water with the fame dexterity as if

he had been on dry land.

The admiral again fetting fail continued his

courfe well north-weft, leaving to the northward
above fifty iflands, the largeft of which he called

St. Urfula, and the others the Eleven Thoufand
Virgins. He then came to an ifland to which he
gave the name of St. John Baptift, and having
anchored in a bay on the weft fide of it, his men
caught feveral kinds of fifli, as fkate, foles, pilch-

ards and Ihads ; and alfo faw falcons, and fome
flirubs, refembling wild vines. Some of the men
afterwards landed, when they perceived feveral

houfes with a fquare in their front, from which
was a fpacious road down to the fea, flanked on
both fides with towers made of cane, the tops of
which were curioufly interwoven with greens,
and at the end of the road next the fea, was raifed

a lofty gallery or balcony capable of containing
ten or twelve perfons.

On the 2 1 ft, the admiral arrived in the bay of
Samana, on the north fide of Hifpaniola, and im-
mediately fent on fhore one of the Indians, a na-
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tive of that part of the country, whom he had
carried into Spain, and who, being converted to

the Chriftian faith, undertook for the fubmiffion of

all his countrymen.
The admiral, continuing his voyage to the town

of the Nativity, was vilited at Cape Angel by fome
Indians, who came on board to barter their com-
modities for thofe of the Chriftians : and coming
to an anchor in the port of Monte Chrifto, fome
of his people were fent on Ihore in a boat, when
to their great furprife, they faw at a fmall diftance,

the bodies of two men with a rope about their

necks made of a kind of broom, and their arms
extended upon a piece of wood in the form of a

crofs ; but though they could not difcern whether
they were Europeans or Indians, they confidered

this as an ill omen.
The next day, which was the 26th, the admiral

fent feveral perfons on fhore in different places,

when many of the Indians went to them with
great confidence and appearance of friendfhip, and
pronounced feveral Spanilh words they had learnt

from the fettlers, which eafed the admiral of the

apprehenlions he had begun to conceive, judging
that they would not have behaved with fuch free-

dom and unconcern, had they been confcious of

their having injured the men he had left behind

him; but the next day put an end to his doubts;

for on his anchoring near the town of the Na-
tivity, fome Indians in a canoe came to the fleet

enquiring for the admiral, but refufed to come on
board until they faw him. From them he learnt

that fome of the Chriftians, left there, died of dif-

tcmpers, and the reft were feparated and gone to

other countries ; but though Columbus fufpe^led

foul play, he for the prefent concealed his fuf-

picions, and the fame evening difmilFed the mef-

fengers with a prefent of baubles made of tin, and
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other trifles for the Cacique Guacanagari, and
themfelves.

The next morning Columbus landed, when, to

his great concern, he faw nothing but ruin and
defolation ; the houfes and tort were burnt, and
nothing left belonging to the Chriftians but a few

ragged clothes, and things of no value. As he
had ordered the Spaniards, at his leaving them,
if any thing happened, to throw the gold into a

well he had made in the fort, he ordered that well

to be cleanfed ; but no gold was to be found there

:

he foon after found the bodies of eleven Spaniards
who feemed to have been dead about a month.

—

However, while he was ruminating on this event
with a mind filled with refentment and forrow, he
was vilited by the Cacique Guacanagari's brother,

who came attended by fome Indians, who learned

to talk a little Spanilh, and by whom he was in-

formed that he had fcarce fet fail, when thofe he
had left behind began to quarrel amongft them-
felves, every man endeavouring to amafs all the

gold he could obtain, and to take as many wives
from the natives as his unbounded appetite de-

manded. That Efcovedo and Peter Gatieres,

having killed one of the men named James, had,
with nine others, retired with their women to

Caunabo, a Cacique, who was lord of the mines,
and who put them all to death ; after which, that
Cacique came, attended by a great number of
men, to deftroy the town, when there were only
James de Arana and ten of his men, who had re-

mained with him to guard the fort, the reft having
difperfed themfelves about the iiland. Caunabo,
who came upon them in the night, inftantly fet

fire to the houfes where thefe eleven Spaniards
lived with their women ; on which they fled into
the fea, where eight of them periftcd, and the
other three were flain on Ihore, while Guacana-
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gari endeavoured to revenge the Spaniards by
making war on Caunabo ; but was put to flight,

after his having received a dangerous wound,
which confined him to his houfe, and prevented

his waiting on the admiral.

This account perfe6tly agreed with the intelli-

gence received from fome Spaniards who had been
fent up the country, and had vilited the wounded
Cacique at his own houfe, who greatly defired to

fee Columbus. The next day therefore the ad-

miral paid him a vifit, and was received with the

utmolt cordiality and concern for what had hap-

pened. Guacanagari repeated the melancholy
Itory, with all the marks of unfeigned forrow, and
at the fame time fhewed his own wound, and thofe

of his men, which they had received in defence of

the Chriftians, and which plainly appeared to have

been made with wooden fwords and arrows pointed

with filh bones, and not with any Europern wea-

pons. 1 he compliment of condolence being paf-

fed, the Cacique prefented the admiral with eight

firings of fmall beads, compofed of red, green,

and white ftones, a firing of gold beads, a crown
of the fame metal, and three fmall calabalhes full

of gold duft, which weighed about thirty two
ounces. In return for thefe valuable prefents, the

admiral gave him a variety of baubles, which
might be worth about three reals, or twenty-

pence. Though the Cacique was extremely ill,

he infifted on attending his gueft to the fleet,

where he was courteoully entertained, and much
pleafed at the fight of the horfes, of which the

Spaniards had before given him an account. The
Cacique was afterwards inftru6f:ed in the myileries

of the Chriftian religion, which he was atflrft un-

willing to embrace.

Columbus being difgufted at a fpot which had

been the fcene of fo many difafters, and knowing
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that there were better and more commodious
places in the ifland, for a fettlement, failed on the

7 th of December with the whole fleet to the eaft-

ward, and call anchor before an Indian town where
he refolved to plant a colony. With this view
the people defigned for fettlers were landed, with
provifions and proper utenfils, in a plain where
he built a town, to which he gave the name of

Ifabella, in honour of the Queen. It was con-

veniently fituated near a rock where a fort might
be ere6ted; the harbour was fpacious, and at the

diftance of a bow-lliot ran an excellent river, from
whence canals rmght be eafiiy cut through the

midft of the place, and beyond it lay an open
plain, from which the Indians faid, the mines of

Cebao were not far diftant.

From the nth of December to the 12th of

March in the following year 1494, Columbus was
employed in completing this new fettlement, and
having at length regulated the affairs of the town,
he difpatched Alonzo de Hojeda, with fifteen men,
in fearch of the gold mines, and on the 2d of

Febi\iary, fent twelve of his ihips back tc Caf-

tile, with a letter to their Catholic majefties, in

which he gave a very particular account of what-

ever had happened fince his arrival in thcj Weft-
Indies.

Hojeda foon after returned from this expedition,

and informed the admiral that on the fecond day
after he fet out from Ifabella, he lay at the pafs

of an almoft inaccelFible mountain, and aftervv'ards

at the diftance of every league, found Caciques,

by whom he was hofpitably entertained ; but con-

tinuing his journey, he arrived on the fixth day
at the place called the Mines of Cebao, where
hefaw the Indians picking up gold out of a fmall

river, as they did from many others in the fame
province. This information was highly agree-

VOL. I. I
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able to the admiral, who was juft recovered from

a fit of ficknefs occafioned by fatigue ; and on
the 1 2th of March, having caufed all the ammu-
nition belonging to the other iliips to be put on
board his own, he left a ftrong guard in the two
Ihips, and three caravels, and fet out from Ifabella

for Cebao, attended by all the reft of his people,

fome of whom were on horfeback, and others on
foot.

The admiral took this precaution of fecuring

the Ihips, in confequence of his having dete6ted a

confpiracy headed by one Bernardo de Pifa, who
had embarked from Spain in quality of comptrol-

ler to their Catholic majefties. This perfon had

taken the opportunity of the admiral's illnefs to

tamper with fome of the men, who being difap-

pointed of the gold they expe6ted to find without

the leaft trouble, and difatisfied with the regula-

tions of the new fettlements, readily joined him
in the defign of revolting from the admiral, and
feizing the Ihips in order to return to Spain ; but

this mutiny being difcovered, the admiral caufed

the ringleader to be fecured, until he could have

an opportunity of fending him home to take his

trial.

Columbus, in order to fill the Indians with the

greater awe and refpe6t, made his men march in

regular order through the villages, with trum.pets

founding, and colours flying, and alfo carried with

him every thing necelfary for building a fort at

Cabao. He marched along the banks of the river

which runs by Ifabella, and croHing another river.

Jay in a pleafant plain which extended to the foot

of a high and craggy rock, which formed a pafs.

The next day he entered a fpacious plain, in which

he travelled five leagues, and fpent the night near

a broad river, which the men crofied on floats and
in canoes. This, which he called the river of
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CaneSj falls into the fea at Monte Chrifto. In his

march he pafTed by many Indian towns^ compofed
of round thatched houfes^, the doors of which were
fo low that no perfon could enter them without

ftooping down. The inhabitants feemed to have
very little notion of private property; for the In-

dians who attended the Spaniards from Ifabella,

freely entered the houfes and took what they liked

belt, without giving the leail offence to the former
poffeifors, while the latter attempted to take what
they liked from the Spaniards, and feemed fur-

prifed at meeting with a repulfe. The way was
hitherto agreeably diverfified with mountains co-

vered with wild vineSj and other fruit-trees of va-

rious forts.

On the 14th of March, Columbus fet forwards

from the River of Canes, and at the diftance of a

league and a half, arrived at the banks of another
river, which he named the Golden River, from
their gathering here fome grains of that metal.

Having palTed it with fome difficulty, he proceeded
to a large town, where he found that many of the

inhabitants had fled to the mountains, and the reft

barred their doors againft him with canes ; and
having paiTed by another river, and feveral towns
which were barricaded againft him in the fame
manner, he entered the province of Cebao, which
though rough and ftony, yielded plenty of grafs,,

and is watered by feveral rivers which abound
with gold walhed down from the mountains ; but
though this is a very large province, it has few or
no trees except fome pine and palm-trees, which
grow on the banks of the rivers.

In this country he caufed a fort to be erefted in

a very ftrong, though pleafant fituation, to com-
mand the country about the mines, and prote6l

tlie Spanilh adventurers. This fort, which was
built of timber and clay, was of fufficieiit ftrength
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to withlland the attack of any number of Indians,

and having placed a garrifon in it of fixty men,
among whom were workmen of feveral forts, to

finilh and repair the works, he fet out on his re-

turn, and was met by conliderable numbers of the

natives, who came to fell their provilions^ which
chiefly conlifted of a kind of bread and garlick.

On the 29th of March he arrived at his new co-

lony of Ifabella, where he found melons already fit

to eat, though the feed had not been above two
m.onths in the ground ; and a wild vine of that

country being pruned, produced large and excel-

lent grapes ; fome wheat which had been fown in

the latter end of January, already produced ears fit

to gather ; vetches produced a ripe crop of a much
larger fort than thofe they had fown, within

twenty-five days; fugar-canes, and the ftones of

fruit fprouted out in feven days ; vine-branches

produced leaves in the fame time, and yielded

green grapes in 25 days : Columbus had there-

fore great reafon to be pleafed with the foil and
climate, and particularly with the water, which
was extremely pure, cool, and palatable.

On the firft of April, a melfenger arrived at Ifa-

bella from the new fort, to which he had given the

name of the Caftle of St. Thomas, with advice

that the Cacique Caunabo was preparing to attack

it. Columbus was but little concerned at this

news, as he knew that he had nothing to appre-

hend from the natives, who were under great ap-

prehenfions at the light of his horfes ;
yet as he

intended to go to fea with three caravals, in order

to difcover the continent, he thought it neceffary

to leave every thing in tranquility behind him,
and therefore lent a reinforcement to the fort, of

feventy men, part of whom were to be employed
in making the road more pafiable pafiable, and in

fearching for the fords of the rivers. In the mean



OF AMERICA. 69

time he completed his town, which was laid out

in regular ftreets, with a convenient market-place;

fupplied it with river-water by a canal, and erected

a water-mill for grinding wheat ; but as ills people

were notaccuftomed totiie food of the natives, and
provifions began to fail, he refolved to fend the

fuperfluous mouths to Spain. Thisftephe ttiought

himfelf obliged to take, from his finding that the

climate difagreed with many of his people who
were in a fickly and languilhing condition. As
for thofe who enjoyed health, and were not abfo-

lutely neceflary in the town, they were fent to

traverfe the ifland, in order to obferve its iituation,

and accuftom themfelves to the Indian diet.—
Thefe were conmianded by Hojeda, who had orders

to march to Cebao, and deliver up the command
of thefe men to Peter Margarite, who was to con-
du6l them round the ifland, while the former com-
manded the fort of St. I homas.
On the 29th of April, Hojeda with his party,

which conliited of above four hundred men, left

Ifabella, and having crolFed the river del Oro, or
the Gold River, apprehended a Cacique and his

brother whom he fent in irons to the admiral.

This Cacique had accommodated three Spaniards
with five Indians to carry their clothes over a river,

but being in the middle they turned back, and ran
away with the baggage, while the Cacique, inftead

of punhhing them, converted what they had taken
to his own ufe. Another Cacique, who dwelt be-

yond the river, relying on the fervice he had done
to the Chriftians, went with the prifoners to Ifa-

bella, to intercede in their behalf. Columbus en-

tertained him very kindly ; but, to heighten the
favour he intended to grant, ordered the Cacique
and his brother to be put to death, in the market-
place ; at which their honeft friend flied a flood of
tears, and earneftly begged that their lives might
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be fpared ; whereupon the admiral inftantly for-

gave them. Thefe were no fooner releafed, than
a man on horfeback, who had juft arrived from fort

St. Thomas, told the admiral^ that in his way
through the town belonging to the Cacique who
had been his prifoner, he alone had refcued four

Spaniards whom the Indians had taken by way of

reprifalj and chafed above four hundred perfons,

who fled at the fight of his horfe.

The admiral bein? now refolved to difcover the

continent J appointed a council to govern the ifland

in his abfence,* confifting of his brother Diego,

who was prefent:, and five other perfons. He then

failed with three (hips to Cuba, and running along
the fouth fide of that ifland^ entered a large bay,

which he called Puerto Grande, from its extent

and depth of water. While he coli tinned his courfe

along the coaft, a great number of Indians came
on board in their canoes with prefents of bread,

water, and fiih ; in return for which he gave them
a few bells, beads, and other trifles.

^ It is worthy of remark, that while Columbus was thus

fettling the affairs of Hifpaniola, John Cabot, (a citizen of Ve-
nice, who lived at Briflol) and his fon Sebaftian, failed from the

lafc mentioned city on difcoveries ; faw the continent of New-
foundland, to which they gave the nam.e of Prime Vifta, or Firft-

feen; and on the 24th of June, the fame year, 1494, went on
fliore on an Ifland, which they called St. John's, from its being

difcovered on St. John's day. John Cabot, on his return to

England, reported, that this ifland was barren ; but that the fea

near the coafl abounded with fifli ; that the people wore bear-

ikin clothes, and were armed vi'ith bows, arrows, pikes, wooden
clubs, darts and flings ; and upon this report he obtained a patent

for making difcoveries; but this gentleman dying foon after,

king Henry VII. granted a new patent to his fon Sebaftian, who
fet fail on the 4th oF May, 1497, b^forc Columbus began his

third voyage. Sebaftian failed as far as 60 d. 30 m. north lati-

tude
;
proceeding from thence into the fouth latitude, to 56 deg.

and from thence ran down to 30 deg. along the coaft of the con-

tinent of America, vidiich, he exprefsly fays, was afterwards called

Florida, where provifions grov/ing fliort, he failed back, touched

at Newfoundland^ and returned to England.
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On the 5th of May he reached Jamaica^ where

he had been told there was great plenty of gold.

On his cafting anchor at that ifland, he thought

it the moft beautiful of any he had yet feen, and
a furprifing multitude of the natives came in canoes

of different fizes to exchange provifions for toys.

The next day he coafled along the ifiand ; but

fending out his boat to found the mouths of the

harbours, they were foon liirrounded with canoes

filled with armed men, who feemed refolved on
beginning hoftilities. However^ the Spaniards

bemg determined to enter Puerto Bueno, fainted

them with fuch a flight of arrows, that feveral of

them being wounded, the reft inftantly retired.—

In that port the admiral repaired his fhips, and
afterwards failed back to Cuba, with a firm refolu-

tion to know whether it was an ifiand or a conti-

nent. The fame day a young Indian of Jamaica,
coming on board, begged to accompany Columbus
to Spain, and though many of his kindred and
other perfons intreated him with tears in their eyes

to return, he perlifted in his refolution, and the
admiral gave orders that he fiiould be treated with

the utmoft civility.

On the 15th he reached the point of Cuba,
which he named Cabo de Santa Cruz, or Cape
Holy Crofs ; but as he coafted along, was over-

taken by a terrible ftorm of thunder and light-

ning, which was the more dangerous as he was
entangled amongft the currents and flats, which
hindered him from taking in his fails. He found
the fea to the north and north- eaft of that iiland

covered with a prodigious number of fmall, low,
and fandy illands,fome of which fcarcely appeared
above the furface of the water, and confequcntly
rendered the navigation very hazardous. It is

true, the nearer tliey. failed to Cuba, the higher
and pleafanter thefe iilands appeared, and it being
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a matter of difficulty, and of no advantage to give
I ii..nie to each of them, he ftiled them all in ge-

leral the Queen's Garden. The next day thefe

iiands feemed to multiply on all hands, fo that

i'.is men reckoned i6o of them, parted from each

other by navigable channels, through which the

ihipb faiied. In fome of them they faw a great

numoer of cranes that were as red as fcarlet

;

aburjdance of turtles and their eggs, and an infinite

number of fmali imging birds; and, what ap-

peared ftill more extraordinary, the air was as

fweet, as if it had been impregnated with the

rich eft perfumes. In one of the above channels,

they found a canoe with fiihermen, who feeing

the boat approach, they without the leaft concern,

made ligns to the Spaniards to keep off until they

had done fifhing ; and as their manner of catching

iifh appeared very furprifing, they were willing to

comply. The njan had tied fome fmall fifties, cal-

led reves, by the tail, which meeting with another

fifli, fixed themfelves to it by the fucker on the top

of the head, when the fiftiermen drew them up to-

gether. Upon this occafion they caught a fea

turtle, to whofe neck the reve or fucking fifti had
faftened itfelf ; and in this manner they will fome-

times adhere to iharks of the largeft fize. The
Indians in the canoe having taken a turtle,

went on board to the admiral, and made him a

prefent of all the fifti they had. caught; for which
he gratined them with a few baubles.

On the 2 2d of May, Columbus landed in an

ifluud fomewhat bigger than the reft, which he
called St. Mary's; but entering a town, all the

inhabitants fied, when the Spaniards found nothing

but fiih in their houfes, which was all the food

thofe people lived upon, and fome dogs refembling

niaftifis, that lived on the fame food. He then

direiled his courfe north-eaft, where he was ftill
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bewildered by an aftonilhing number of flats and
ifliuids ; and, notwithftanding all his precautions

in founding and keeping men upon the round top

to look out, the fliip was often aground, and this

obliged him to relinquifli his delign of failing eaft

about, btfore he returned to Spain.

Being now in great want of water, he again

touched at Cuba, when one of his failors mount-
ing a tree with a crofs bow, to kill fome bird or

beaft, difcovered thirty people armed with fpears

and Itaves, and among them a perfon dreffed in

a white veil which hung down to his knees, carried

b}' two men in long garments that reached to

their feet, all three being as white as the Spaniards ;

but feeing fo many of their attendants he was ter-

rified, and calling to his companions, the Indians

ran away without looking back. The next day
the admiral fent fome people on fhore to difcover

the truth of this report ; but the woods and
marllies were fo impallable, that after having tra-

velled about a league from the Ihore, they were
obliged to return.

Having failed about ten leagues to the weft-

ward, they obferved houfes on the Ihore, from
whence the natives came in canoes with food and
water, for which they were well paid. The ad-

miral however caufed one of the Indians to b^.

detained ; but told him and the reft, by his inter-

preter, that he would let him go as foon as he
had given him proper dire6lions for his voyage,

and fome account of the country. The Indian
fatisfied with this promife, let him know, that

Cuba was an illand ; and that the coaft was very
low and furrounded with fmall iflands.

The next day, the admiral being inclofed be-

tween two iflands, was obliged to tow the fhiprs

over a flat, where there was but very little water;
when bearing up to the coaft of Cuba, the Spa-

YQL. I. K
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niards faw very large turtle in fuch numbers
that they covered the fea. The next morning
the fun was darkened by amultitude of fea-crows

which flew towards the Ihore and lighted upon it;

there alfo appeared abundance of pigeons and
other birds; and the next day there came fuch a
fvvarm of butterflies, that they darkened the air

from morning till night, when they were carried

away by a great fliower of rain.

On the 13th, Columbus perceiving that the

coafl; of Cuba ran far weft, and that there would
be the greateft difliculty in failing that way, re-

folved to return to the town he had began to build

at Hifpaniola, but. being in want of v/ood and
water, he anchored at Evangeiifta, an ifland of
about thirty leagues in compafs, and having pro-

vided the fliips with what they wanted, directed

his courfe to the fouth ; but after having failed a
few leagues through a channel which feeraed to

.

be the cleareft, found himfelf embayed, and be-

.

ing in a manner deftitute of provifions, was under
a great confternation. However, for fear of dif-

couraging his men, he appeared as cheerful as

poffibie, and having returned as he entered, failed

towards fome iflands to the north-weft, near which
the fea feemed to be of different colours, owing
in all probability to the fhallow water, and the

nature of the bottom feen through it. Soon after

his fliip ran aground fo faft that flie could not be
got off without great difficulty and danger ; but

however, this was at laft effected, and after many
difficulties, he efcaped from thofe Ihoals and iflands,

and arrived again at Cuba.

On the 7th of July, landing to hear mafs, he

was vifited by an old Cacique, who appeared very

atteiitive, and afterwards lignified his belief of the

exiftence of a fupreme being, who rewards virtue

and puniflies vice in a future ftate.
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On the 1 5th of July^ as Columbus was fleering

towards Cape Cruz^ in the iiland or Cuba, h- /as

furprized with fuch a violent ftorm, that the Ihips

were almoft overfet before the fails could be furled,

and they fiiipped fo much water, that the men
could fcarce keep them clear by pumping ; for his

men were rendered extremely weak by fatigue and
want of provifions, their allowance being only a

pound of bifcuit, and half a pint a wine a day,

unlefs they happened to catch fifli. This allow-

ance the admiral himfelf did not exceed. Flow-
ever, at his arrival at Cape Cruz, he was civilly

entertained by the Indians, who fuppiied him with
bread of grated roots, with plenty of filh, and
great quantities of delicious fruit.

Columbus now flood over to Jamaica, and
coafting along to the weftward, found that part of
the ifland full of excellent harbours, and abound-
ing with inhabitants. He then made the fouth

fide of Hifpaniola, and having loll fight of the
other two fiiips that were under his command, call'

anchor at a, fmall ifland, where his men killed

eight feals that lay aileep on the ihore, and took
great numbers of pigeons and other birds, which
being unaccuftomed to the cruelty of the human
fpecies, fi:ood ftill while they were knocked down
with Haves.

Six days after the admiral, being joined by the
other Ihips that were miffing, proceeded on his

voyage and coafted along Hifpaniola, which ex-

hibited the profpe6l of a delightful plain, extend-
ing; a mile from the fea, andib populous, that for

a league together, it feemed one continued town,
in the neighbourhood of which was a lake five

leagues iix length. Here the natives came on
board in canoes, and told. the admiral, that they
had been vifited by fome Spaniards from Ifabella,

where all was well ; when being greatly pleafed
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with this information, he immediately difpatched

nine men acrofs the ifland with the news of his

fafe return, while he and his Hiip continued failing

along the coaft to the eaftward. In this courfe he
fent the boats afliore for water, near to a great

town, from which the Indians came to oppofe
their landing with boats and poifoned arrows, and
produced fome ropes with which they threatened

to bind the Chriilians. But as foon as the boats

reached the fliore, they civilly laid dpwn their

arms, afked for the admiral, and carried him proi-

vifions. Near this place they faw a large filh of the

fize of a middling whale. It bore its head, which

wa^ pf the fize of a pipe or butt above the wa-
ter; and had a long tail, like that of a tunny
filh, and two vaft fins on the fides. From this,

and other concurring circumftances, the admiral

prognofticated a change of weather, and feeking

fome place where he might ride lecure, call anchor
under a little ifland, called by the Spaniards,

Saona. He then obferved an eclipfe of the moon,
which was followed by a tempeft that laffed feveral

days, during which he was under the greatefl ap-

prehen lions on account of the other veffels which
could not get in. However, they weathered the

ftorm, and joined the admiral, who continued his

voyage, but was foon after feized with a lethargy

which deprived him of his fenfes and memory.
On this account it was agreed to fail dire6tly to

Ifabella, where they arrived on the 29th of Sep-

tember. The admiral, on his landing, foon re-

covered his health, though his weaknefs lafted fe-

yeral months.
Columbus, on his arrival, found his brother Bar-

tholomew at Ifabella, and perceived that the na-

tives had taken up arms againft the Spaniards.

The admiral's joy was extreme at the fight of

^firtholomewj who returning to Spain from the
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court of England, where all his demands were
granted, had been informed of his brother Chrif-

topher's fuccefs, by Charles, king of France, who
prefented him with one hundred crowns to defray

the expence of his journey. Upon this he made
all the hafte he could to overtake the admiral in

Spain; but before his arrival at Seville, Chrillo-

pher had failed on his fecond voyage ; however.
Waiting on their Catholic majefties, he was re-

ceived with honour, and ordered to fail with three

Ihips to the Weft Indies, in order to carry provi-

fions to his brother, where he arrived while the

admiral was gone upon the difcovery of Cuba.

Chriftopher Columbus now gave his brother

Bartholomew the title of governor of the Indies,

which their Catholic majefties very much refented,

alleging that he had no power to grant fo high
an office; but this difference was at length com-
promifed, and his place confirmed under the ti-

tle of Adelantado, or Lord Lieutenant of the

Indies.

Though Chriftopher Colombus rejoiced at hav-
ing the company and affiftance of his brother, he
was immediately involved in a great trouble and
vexation by the mifcondu6t of Peter Margarite,
who inftead of obeying his orders by traverfing of
the ifland with 360 foot and 14 horfe, which had
been left under his command, had encamped in a
large plain at ten leagues diftance from Ifabella,

from whence he difpatched the moft infolent let-

ters to the coimcil ; but finding at length that he
was unable to obtain the fupreme command, and
dreading the return of the adm'ral, who might
punilh him for his prefumption, he, together
with father Boyle, who had been fent to convert
the Indians, embarked on board one of the three
Ihips that had brought over Bartholomew, and
^ith others of his party, returned to Spain,, with-
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out affigning any reafon for his departure, or
difpofing of the men -under his command ; on
which they difperfed themfelves through the coun-
try, robbed the natives of their women and effe6ls,

and committed fuch outrages, as not only entirely

alienated the affe6lion of the Indians from the

Spaniards, but induced them to lay fchemes of
revenge. A Cacique, who had a large town, at-

tacking fome fmail ftraggling parties, killed ten

of the Spaniards, and fet lire to a houfe in which
eleven of them were lick. Six of the Spaniards
were killed in other parts of the illand, and much
greater numbers would have perifhed, had it not
been for the admiral's return. The Indians indeed

might have eafily ihaken oiFthe Spanilh yoke, had
they but united in their own defence ; for there

were four principal Caciques or kings, each of

whom had feventy or eighty petty lords under his

fubje6lion, who were obliged, when called upon,
to affifi: in the wars.

Columbus was very uneaiy at finding, that ,the

chriftians, by their vices, had rendered themfelves

hated by the Indians, who could not bear their

infolence and barbarity. Guacanagari, indeed,

continued a firm friend to the Spaniards, and vi-

fiting the admiral at his return, declared that he

had been fo far from joining with his enemies,

that he had prote61ed and maintained an hundred
of his people, by which means he had incurred

the difpleafure of the other Caciques: Bohechico
had killed one of his women, and another of them
had been carried off by Caunabo; he therefore de-

fired Columbus's allillance to recover the one, and
revenge the death of the other. This the admiral

readily promifed, and fome of the natives who had
murdered his men were puniflied with death, and
others fent to Spain. Columbus and Guacanagari
fet oiit from Ifabella to profecute the war againfl:
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the Indians, who were affembled to the number of

loo^ooo, while Columbus's forces conlifted only
of 200 footj 20 horfe, and 20 wolf dogs^ and Gua-
canagari's of a body of Indians.

Columbus, being in fight of the enemy on th^

fecond day of his march, divided the little army
under liis command into two bodies ; one of which
he gave to his brother Bartholomew, that by at-

tacking the enemy in two places at once he might
increafe their terror and confufion. The Indians

were immediately thrown into diforder by the dif-

charge of the mufkets and crofsbows, when the

Spaniards rulhing upon them with their horfes and
dogs, fo terrified them that they were foon routed,

and many llain, and a great number taken prifoners,

among whom was Caunabo, with all his v/ives and
children, who confeiled that he had before killed

twenty of the chriftians at the town of Nativity,

and that he intended to have acted in the fame
manner at Iflibella. This conieffion together with
his being taken in arms, induced the admiral to

fend him and his whole family into Spain, where
they might be tried in fach a manner as was moil
agreeable to their Catholic majefties.

This \'i6tory, and the captivity of Caunabo, fo

much Intimidated the Indians, that within the
fpace of a year, Columbus, without any other en-
gagement, reduced the whole iiland to obedience,
and impofed a quarterly tribute to be paid the
king and queen of of Spain ; every inhabitant of
Cebao being taxed at a certain quantity of gold,
and the reft attwenty-iive pounds ofcotton a head.
Things being thus fettled to the fatisfa6tion of all

parties, the natives became fo quiet and pacific,

that a fingle Spaniard might travel in fofety over
the Vv/hole iiland, and every where meet with an
hofpitable and friendly reception. However, the
difeafes of the chmate, and change of diet, had re-
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duced the colony of Ifabella to lefs than one third
of the number that firft fettled there.

The Spaniards, by converfing with the natives,

now became better aequainted with their manners
and cuftoms, and learned amongft other things,

that the iflands produced ebony, cedar, long pep-
per, ginger, frankincenfe, a great number of mul-
berry-trees, and copper.

In regard to religion, every Cacique had a de-

tached temple let apart for the fervice of certain

wooden images called Cemies, before which they
performed feveral ceremonies, and prayed with
great devotion. In each of thefe temples was a

round table, on which a certain kind of powder,
which, being laid on the head of the idol, the de-

votee fnufFed it up through an hollow cane, which
confifted of two branches, at the fame time repeat-

ing a kind of Jargon which feemed altogether un-
intelligible, and by this powder he was immediate-
ly intoxicated. Thefe images had different names,
and fome were in much higher reputation than
others, fo that a Cemi of character was frequently

ftolen. The Indians carefully concealed thefe ce-

remonies from the Chriftians, whom they would
not fufFer to enter the place of their devotions.

However, fome Spaniards once ruflied into a tem-

ple, at which the idol began to cry aloud in the

Indian tongue: the Chriftians however foon com-
prehended, and difcovered the trick, by kicking it

down, when they perceived that it was fupplied

with a trunk, the farther end of which reached to

a dark corner of the apartment, where a man lay

concealed among boughs and leaves, and fpoke

what wasdi6^ated by the Cacique, who now finding

himfelf dete6ted, earneftly intreated the Spaniards

not to communicate the difcovery to his fubje6is,

as it would render it impoffible for him to keep

them in obedience.
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Moll of the princes had alfo three ftones, which

both they and their people devoutly worlliipped,

one of which, they faid, prefided over the corn and
other grain, the other affeded women in child-

birth, and the third had an influence on the wea-
ther.

When a fick Indian was deemed paft recovery,

he was ftrangied by order of the Cacique, and was
either burnt, buried, or embalmed, at the pleafure

of his relations. Some, on being embowelled and
dried, were laid in hammocks, with bread and wa-

ter at their heads, and others depofited in a cave

furnilhed with the fame kind of proviiions. It

is obfervable, that Caunabo being queftioned

about a future ftate, laid, that after death he (hould

go to a certain vale, where he fiiould find his pa-

rents and predeceifors, and eat, and drink, and
enjoy all fenfual pleafures in the higheft perfec-

tion.

But to return to Don Pedro Margarite and fa-

ther Boyle, who, after having thrown the ifland

into confuiion, liad, as has been already men-
tioned, dcferted their pofts and returned to Spain.

Thcfe perfons united in fpeaking ill of the Indies,

and mifreprefented every thing done by Colum-
bus, becaufe they had not found gold ready lor

them to plunder heaped up in chefts, or growing
on the trees ; and there being alfo letters written
by fome of the mal-contents, which gave an ill

character of the admiral, their Catholic majefties

fent John Aguado, groom of the king's bedcham-
ber, to obferve what was doing in the ifland of
Hifpaniola ; who fet fail with four fliips laden with
neceiTaries, for the relief of the people.

John Aguado arrived at Ifabella while the admi-
ral was in a diftant province, and pretending to be
invefted with extraordinary authority, interpofed

VOL. I. L
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in matters of government ; reproved the admiral's

minifters, and feme time after followed Columbus,

attended by a body of horfe andfoot: who^hearing

that John Aguado was in fearch of him^ returned

to Ifabeila, where Aguado behaved with the utmoft

indifcretion, and treated the admiral with the

greateit d^frefpect. Mean while the people com-
plained to him of having no other provifions but

a daily allowance out of the king's ftores, of a

porringer or" wheat and a flice of rufty bacon or

rotten cheefe, with a few beans or Spanifh peale,

and of the admiral's obliging them, as they were
in the king's pay, to work at the fortifications,

his own houfe and other ii:ru(5lures, and he refolved

to lay thefe complaints before their majefties.

At this time the four (liips brought by Aguado
periihed by a hurricane in the harbour, and there

was no veflel left to carry him back, but the ad-

miral's two caravels, when Columbus obferving

his preiumption, and being informed that others

had mifreprefented him at court, where he had no
other fupport than his own merit, refolved to ap-

pear before their majefties to vindicate himfelf

;

to let them know wha: he had found in his fecond

difcovery, relating to the illand of Cuba, and his

opinion as to the partition that was to be made
between the two crowns of Caftile and Portugal.

But before he left the ifland, he ordered feveral

new forts to be built ; and being informed by fome
of the Caciques, that there were gold mines on
the fouth fide of the. ifland, he found it neceflary

in order to fupport his own credit, to difcover as

much of that metal as poffible, and therefore fent

feveral perfons with his Indian guides, who advan-
cing into the mod fouthern province, found gold

in all the brooks, and, digging in feveral places,

met with ilich plenty of it, that one labourer in
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a day could get above three pefos. Thefe they

called the mines of St. Chriftopher, from a fort

the admiral ordered to be ereded there.

Columbus having fettled the affairs of the ifland,

and appointed his brother Bartholomew his lieu-

tenant, went on board one of the caravels, and

John Aguado in the other, and taking with him

225 Spaniards, who wanted to return, with thirty

Indians, failed from Ifabella on the loth of March

1496. He continued his courfe until the 6th of

April, but meeting only with contrary winds,

and finding his proviiions failing fhort, and his

men difcouraged, he ftood off towards the Car-

ribee Iflands, and on the nineteenth of April

anchored at Guadalupe, where many women
came with bows and arrows to hinder their land-

ing; but as the fea ran very high the boats were

not able to reach the iliore ; upon which he order-

ed two Indian women to fwim to it, and to tell

the illanders that they wanted nothing but provi-

iions, for which they would give them a valuable

confideration.

The female warriors no fooner underftood the

demand of the Spaniards, than they direfted them
to fail to the other fide of the ifland, where they

could be fupplied by their hulbands. But on their

arrival there, a great number of people came down
to the fhore, and difcharged their arrows at the

boats; but perceiving that the Spaniards rowed
towards the land, retired and formed an ambuf-

cade in the neareft woods, whence they were eafily

driven by the firing of guns, when their houfes

and effects being abandoned, were pillaged by the

Spaniards, who being acquainted with the method
of making bread, went to work, and made a fuffi-

cient quantity of it to fupply their wants. In

thefe Indian houfes, which, contrary to the prac-

tice of the other iflands, were fquare, they found
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large parrots, horsey, wax and iron. While many
pf the people were employed in baking bread, the

admiral lent forty men to obtain Ibnie intelligence

of the country, and the next day they returned

with ten women and three boys, amongft whom
was the wife of a Cacique, whom a man born iri

the Canaries had much difficulty to overtake,

which he could not have done, had Ihe not, on
feeing him alone, turned back, w^hen feizing him,
Ihe threw him upon the ground, and would cer-

tainly have Itified him had not others come to his

affiftance. Thefe women fwathed their legs with
a piece of cotton from the ancle to the knee, and
wore their hair long and flowing upon their ihoul-

ders ; but no other parts pf their bodies were cov-

ered. It is pretended that the captiye faid, the

ifiand was inh^^^^bited only by women, and that

aniongft thofe who endeavoured to oppofe the Spa-

niards, there were only tour men who happened
to be there by accident; and that at certain times

of the year they came to propagate their fpecies.

Columbus, having provided his Ihips with a
fiipply of wood and water, fet fail from Guada-
lupe on the 2qth pf April, after having made fome
preients to all the inhabitants they had in their

polieliion, and fet them on fliore, except the chief

and her daughter, who chofe to go to Spain v/ith

Caunabo, who was a native of the Caribbees,

tho' gh a Cacique of Hifpaniola.

On the 2Qtii pf May, when the (hips were about
jop ler^gues weft of the Azores, their provifion be-

gan to fail, on whjch each man was allowed only
i)x ounces of bread, and fomething lefs than a

pint p^ water a day, and though there were eight

or nine pilpts in thcie twp ilpops, yet npne pf
theni knew where they were. On the 8th pf June^,

feveral days ai:er the reckonings of all the pilots

hud been out, except the admiral's, they were in
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iight of Odemira, between Lifbon and Cape St.

Vincent, which fome miftook forthecoaft of Ga-
licia, while others maintained that they were in

the Engiilh channel. The fcarcity on board was
now fo great, that many of the men propofed to

eat the Indians, while others, to fave the little

provifion that remained, were for throwing them
overboard. Thefe cruel expedients were rejected

by the admiral, who was obliged to exert all his

addrefs and authority in order to protect them,
and the next morning he was rewarded for his

humanity with the light of land, which agreed fo

v/ell with his having the evening before ailerted

that he was near Cape St. Vincent, which all on
board had laughed at, that his men believed him
to be prophetical in fea-affairs.

The admiral on his landing, fet out for Burgos,
where he was favourably received by their Catho-
lic majefties, who were then celebrating the nup-
tials of their fon with Margaret of Auftria, the

daughter of the emperor Maximilian. He prefented

the king and queen with feveral forts of fpice, va-

rious kinds of rich woods, birds of beautiful colours,

girdles and mafks adorned with gold plates, a large
quantity of gold dull, with grains of that metal
of dilferent iizes ; and had fo far improved their

former difcoveries as to be able to affirm that there
were innumerable iflands in thefe new difcovered
feas, that had the richeft foil, and abounded with
the moft valuable natural produdions.

Columbus, having vindicated his own conduct
to their majefties' fatisfaftion, earneftly folicited to

be fent back with fupplies to the colony he had
left both in want of men, and many necelfaries ;

butnotwithftanding the warmth of hisfolicitations,

the court was fo dilatory, that ten or twelve
months elapfed before he could obtain a fupply,

yvhich was fent in two lliips commanded by Peter
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Fernandez Coronel. And after his departure, Co-

lumbus continued at court to procure the equip-

ment of fuch a fleet as was proper for him to con-

du(5l to the Weft -Indies. This was however long

retarded by the negligence and ill management
of the king's officers, and particularly of Don
Juan de Fonfeca, arch -deacon of Seville, who was
afterwards created bilhop of Burgos, and proved

an inveterate enemy to Columbus, whom he at

length brought to difgrace.
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THIRD VOYAGE
OF

Chrijlopher Columbus to America,

CHAPTER III.

Columbus fleers a new courfe, pafles by the Cape de Verde

Iflands, and anchors at one of them, where the Portuguefe lend

their lepers to be cured by living upon turtle. He thence fails

to the Weft, and difcovers the Ifle of Trinidad, and afterwards

the Continent, which he at firft fuppofed to be an Ifland, but

finding his miftake, called it Paria. He trades with the Inha-

bitants, and returns to Hifpaniola. A fuccinft Hiftory of

the troubles of that Ifland, and of the Admirals endeavours

to pacify them : But the court of Spain being alarmed at the

many complaints fent from the Indies, depute a perfon to go
thither to hear and determine them ; upon which the Admiral

is fent home in irons with his two brothers.

'OLUMBUS at laft fet fail from the bay of
St. Lucar de Barrameda, on the 30th of May 1498,
with fix fliips laden with provifions and necefTaries

for the planters in Hifpaniola, with a firm refolu-

tion to difcover the continent. On the feventh of

June, he arrived at the iiland of Puerto Santo,

where he took in wood and water : on the 9thj

touched at Madeira, where he received other re-

frefhments on board; and on the 19th reached
Gomera, at which place a French Ihip had taken

three Spanifli veilels, and ftood to fea with them.
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in fight of the fquadron. The admiral, on being

informed of this capture, ordered three of his fliips

to give chace ; but they had made too much way
For the Spanifh fhips to come up with them.

However, one of the prizes was retrieved by the

bravery of the Spaniards whom the Freneih had
left on board; for, clapping their captors under
the hatches, they returned with the veifel fafe into

port.

Columbus failed from thence to the ifland of

Ferro, and having refolved to fend three of his

fliips to Hifpaniola, while he failed with the reit to

the Cape de Verde lllands, and from thence to the

continent, he appointed John Antonio Columbus,
his kinfman, Peter d' Aranda, and Alonzo San-

chez de Carvajal, captains of the fliips bound for

Hifpaniola, with orders that each fliould command
a week in his turn. Having difmilfed them near

the ifland of Hiero, he, on the 27th of June, def-

cried the ifland of Sal, the firfl: of the Cape de
Verde iflands, and palling it, anchored clofe to a

fmall ifland to which all the lepers in Portugal

were fent to be cured by eating tortoifes or turtle,

and wafhing themfeives frequently with their

blood ; for in the months of June, July, and Au-
gufl:, abundance of thofe amphibious animals refjrt

thither from the continent, to lay their eggs in the

fand, and are eafily caught by turning them on

their backs while they are afleep. This was the

fole bufinefs of the wretched lepers, and thefe ani-

mals their only fuftenance, for there is neither tree

nor fpring in the ifland, fo that they are obliged

to drink the water of certain pits, which is brac-

kifli and unpalatable. The healthy people living

on that ifland amounted to only fix or feven, whole

whole employment confided in killing and falling

goats, of which there were fuch multitudes on the

mountains, that they have fometimes, in the courfe
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Df one yeai'j killed to the value of 4000 ducats>

though the whole ftock was produced from eight

goats carried thither by Roderick Alphonfo, the
proprietor of the illand.

On the 3cth of June, Columbus failed for the

ifland of St. Jago, where he caft anchor the next
day in the evenmg, and fent alliore to buy cows
and bulls wherewith to ftock his plantation in
Hifpaniola j but finding that he could not obtain
them without fome difficulty and delay, he was
unwilling to ftay in fo unhealthy a place, and his

men beginning to ficken, he failed to the fouth-

weft, refolving to continue that courfe until he
fnould be under the line, and to fteer due weft in

fearch of undifcovered countries. He proceeded
in this courfe notwithftanding his meeting with
violent currents, which fet towards the north and
north -weft, until he arrived within five degrees of
north latitude, where he was becalmed for eight
days, during which the heat was fo exceffive, that
the men could hardly breathe, and had not the
air been fometimes cooled vvith Ihowers of rain^j

the crew apprehended that they iliould have been
burnt with their (hips. The admiral therefore

refolved to fteer due weft ; but having failed many
days in that courfe, and judging that the Caribbee
Iflands lay to the north, he refolved to fail dire6tly

for Hifpaniola.

Columbus therefore ftood to the northward, and
one day about noon a failor going up to the round
top obferved land at the diftance of fifteen leagues
that had the appearance of three mountains. This
ifland the admiral diftinguiflied by the name of
La Trinidad, or Trinity ; and failing due weft, he
anchored live leagues beyond a point which he
called Punta de Galera, from a rock which at a
diftance refembled a galley under fail ; but finding
no convenience for taking in water, he failed

VOL. I. M
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farther weft, and caft anchor at another point.

He there took in fome water, without leeing

any houfes or people, though in coafting along

he had left feveral towns behind him. The fame

day, being the ift cf Auguft, they difcovercd the

continent at the diftance of 25 leagues; but mif-

taking it for another ifland, the admiral gave it

the name of Ilia Santa.

Co urn bus now proceeded to a more wefterly

point of the ifland of Trinidad, which he named
Punta del Arenal, or fandy point, where landing

with his men in order to obtain retrelhments, a

Cacique of the ifland came to him, and obferving

that he wore a cap of crimfon velvet, not only
paid him great refpe^l, but took oflT a circle of

gold he had on his head and put it on the admi-

ral's, and with the other hand took off the admi-

ral's cap, with which he was greatly pleafed, and
put it on his own head. The fame day, when
they were aboard their fliips, a large canoe carry-

ing 25 men came from the eaftward; but being

about the diftance of a mufl^et-fliot, the Indians

gave over rowing, and called aloud ; but as what
they faid could not be underftood, the admiral

ordered fome of the men to allure them to the

fhip by giving them fome little brafs bafons, look-

ing glalies, and other glittering toys; but this

proving ineffe6tual, Columbus, thinking to pleafe

them, ordered one of the men to afcend the poop
and play upon the tabor and pipe, while others

danced around him. This, however had a quite

contrary effect, for they took it for a fignal of war,

and therefore quitting their oars, laid hold of their

targets and bows, and let fly their arrows. Upon
this the admiral ordered the mufic to ceafe, and
fome crofs- bows to be brought, but only two of

them to be ihot; whereupon the Indians immedi-

ately laid down their arms, and ran in clofe under
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the flern of one of the caravels, the pilot of

which went down into the canoe, and giving one
who feemed to be a principal perfon a red cap,

they made figns to him to go alhore, intimating

that they would give him fuch things as they had;
but while he went in the boat to alk the admiral's

leave, they rowed away.

Thefe people were whiter than the Indians of

the other illands, and had agreeable countenances.

Their hair was long and ftrait; about their heads

they tied a piece of cotton -cloth cunouily wrought
of leveral colours, and another about their wail^s.

The admiral wondered that being fo near the

equino<5tial, he every morning felt the cold, not-

with (landing its being in the dog days ; he ob-

ferved that the rivers ran with greater rapidity

than that of Seville ; that the fea at high water

flowed above 48 paces up the fliore, as it did at

St. Lucar, and that the current fet with fuch

Itrength between the illands of Trinidad and
Santa, which were only two leagues afunder, that

it refembled a rapid river. The Spaniards found
that the fruit, trees, foil and climate were the fame
as in Hifpaniola. They faw parrots, fome of a

light green, others whitifh, and others intermixed
with red and yellow ; and alfo caught very large

oyfters, and great quantities of other filh.

The fliips having taken in water at Punta del

Arenal, Columbus proceeded to a point in the

north-weft of what he until then called Ilia Santa,

which he thought to be extraordinary high land,

as indeed it is; and this, which is a part of the

continent near the vaft ridge of mountains called

the Andes, he afterwards called Paria,

Columbus now proceeded to another mouth or

channel which he called Bocca della Sierpe, or the

Serpent's mouth, from the danger of the place

;

for anchoring near a rock, the fea ran fo furioufly

to the northward^ that it refembled the mouth of
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a great river, the ftream of which encreafing with

a hideous noife, met with another current froni

the gulph of Paria, and fweiled up the fea with

terrible roaring, to the aftonilhment and confter-

nation of the Spaniards^ who expe6led to be over-

whelmed. However they fuffered no other damage
than one of the fhips dragging her anchor. This
danger being paft;, the admiral failed weftward
along the coaft of Paria, difcovering feveral good
harbours and rivers ; and going aihore, faw many
monkeys, and found plantanes, and other fruit

like thofe of the iflands.

On the 6th of Auguft, they failed five leagues

further down, between the coaft and the ilie of

Trinidad, where dropping anchor, three men came
in a canoe, and being carried to the adniiral, were
treated with great civility

; prefented with toys,

and fet on fhore at a place where a number of the

Indians v^ere aiiembled ; who no fooner underftood

the pacific difpofition of the Spaniards, than they

came in their canoes to barter vyith the fame things

that had been bought by the Spaniards at the

iflands. They drank a liquor as white asniilk,

and another that was green made of fruit and
maize. The men covered their heads and waifts

with well-woven cotton of diiferent colours ; but

the women here, as well as in the ifle of Trinidad,

were entirely naked ; but they feemed in general

to be. more civilized and tra(5table than the inha-

bitants of Hifpaniola, and were particularly fond

of brafs trinkets and bells; but having nothing
of vahie, except a few inconfiderable plates of

gold that hung about their necks, Columbus or-

dered iix of them to be taken on board, and then

continuing his courfc faw a fine country well peo-

pled, and a town, which for its beauty he called

the Gardens, where he anchored, and many refort-

ed to the fhips with wrought cloths on their heads^

and fome of them with plates of gold about their
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necks. The Indians on board faid that there was
pknty of that metal in thofe parts, and fliewed

how they gathered it. As they failed farther they

were ftill vifited in more canoes^ in which all the

people wore gold collars, with beads of various

forts; and one Indian in particular had a fingle

grain of gold as big as an apple. The women
wore firings of beads about their arms, fome of
which were very fine pearls ; thefe they fignified

were found in oyfters to the weftward of Paria;

and the admiral having purchafed fome of thefe

for a prefent to their Catholic majeitiesj fent the
boats to make farther enquiry about that valuable

commodity ; but though the failors had no defign

to land, two of the Indian chiefs conilrained them
to it, and conducted them to a houfe, where they
were kindly entertained with bread, fruit of fe-

veral forts, the white liquor before mentioned,
and another of a red colour, and good tafte ; the

men all the time keeping together at one end of
the houfe, and the women at the other. When
they had been thus treated by the eldeft, the
youngeft took them to another houfe, and treated

them in the fame manner. The failors returned
well fatisfied to their boats, highly pleafed with
the people, who were whiter than any other of
the Indians, and of a very good ftature ; but what
appeared to the admiral as very extraordinary,
was, the country appearing cool and delightful,

notwithftanding its being fo near the equino6l:ial.

Columbus ftill continuing his courfe, found that
the water grew more and more fliallow, and
therefore anchoring upon the coaft, he fent the
fmalleft caravel to difcover whether there was
an outlet to the weftward among what appeared
to be iilands, but flie returned the next day with
a report, that what feemed iflands was one con-
tinued continent; fo that ftanding back to the
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eaftward^ he repalTed the ftreights called the Dra-

gon's Mouth, between Paria and Trinidad Iflandj,

but not without great difficulty and danger from

the boifterous currents. He now failed weftward

along the coaft of Paria, and after paffing by fe-

veral iflands, on the 30th of Augult entered the

harbour of St. Domingo in Hifpaniola, where his

brother had built a town which he called by that

name in memory of his father, whofe name was
Dominick.
Columbus was at this time almoft blind with

watching, and quite exhaufted with fatigue ; but

he indulged the hope of tafting the fweets of re-

pofe, and enjoying reft and tranquility. He was

however grievioully difappointed : For he foon

found that the whole ifland was in the greateft

confufion. The greateft part of thofe he had left

were dead ; above 160 were miferably infefted

with the venereal d«feafe, and a great number
had rebelled, at the head of whom was Francis

Roldan, whom he had appointed Aicade or Chief

Juftice.

It has been already obferved, that a coniidei^

able time elapfed before Columbus could obtain

a fu[)ply from their Catholic majefties for the co-

lony of Hifpaniola. In this interval, provifions

began to fail, the Spaniards of that ifland began

to murmur, became diflatisfied with their litua-

tion, and even defpaired of his return. Roldan,

whole office gave him a conftderable influence,

refolved to take advantage of this fpirit of difcon-

tent, in order to centre the whole power in his

own hands, and therefore encouraged the mur-

murs of the difcontented againft Bartholomew

Columbus, the lieutenant, and his brother Diego,

to whofe tyranny he imputed all their fufferings.

His intrigues were fo fuccefsful, that the minds

of many of the Spaniards were alienated from t\\^
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brothers of Chriftopher Columbus, and even made
feveral attempts upon their lives. Roldan, at

length, pulling off' the malk, allembled his men,
who amounted to 65, and attempted to feize the

town and fort of Conception. But this fcheme
mifcarried through the vigilance of Ballefter, the
commander, who obtaining intelligence of his de-

fign, communicated it to the lieutenant, who
fent him a reinforcement. This rebellious be-

haviour obliged Bartholomew to fend orders to

Roldan, to reiign his poft, and fubmit to an im-
partial trial ; but he difdainfully refufed to obey
thefe commands, marched with his mutineers to

Ifabella, where he there tried in vain to launch a
caravel which was upon the ftocks, plundered the

ftorehoufes and magazines, and obliged Diego Co-
lumbus to retire for proteftion into the fort ; after

which he fell upon the cattle that grazed in the
neighbourhood, killed many of them for provi-

lions, and took all the beafts of burden to ferve his

people in their march to the province of Xaragua,
where he chofe to refide, on account of its being
the moll pleafant and plentiful part of the iiland,

and its abounding with beautiful women.
Before Roldan fct out for his retreat, he re-

folved to try his ftrength, and if polTible, furprize

the town of the Conception, where he intended to

murder the lieutenant, and did not doubt but he
lliould eafily fubdue his men, who were too fond
of an idle and voluptuous life ; but Don Bartho-
lomew, who was a man of equal courage and dif-

cretion, took fuch meafures, that not one of his

people would forfake him, and boldly marching
out againft Roldan, the latter did not think fit to

hazard a battle. Roldan now, by artful infmua-
tions to the prejudice of Chriftopher Columbus
and his brothers, engaged Guarinoex, a powerful
Cacique^ in his intereft ; and feveral Indian lords.
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who were flattered with the hope of having their

tribute remitted, entered into an alTociation, by
which it was refolved, that at the full moon, the

natives fhoiild furprize and murder the Spaniards,

v/ho, for the convenience of fubfiftence, lived

amongft them in fmall detached parties. But this

project alfo mifcarried through the ignorance of

the Indians, fome of whom being miftaken with

refpe6t to the appearance of the moon, fell upon
the chriftians before the appointed time, and were
ealily repulfed ; by which means the confpiracy

was difcovered, and the Spaniards put upon their

guard.

Roldan, who was greatly mortified at thefe re-

peated mifcarriages, now retired with his followers

to Xaragua, proclaimed himfelf the protector of

the Indians againft the oppreifion of the lieutenant

and his brother ; and his artful mifreprefentations

had not only an eWe6i upon fome of the natives,

who refufed to pay the tribute, but made an im-

preffion on the minds of thofe Spaniards who ftill

remained under the government of the lieutenant,

many of whom were, by the warmth of the cli-

mate, difpofed to a life of idlenefs, and were dif-

contented at their having received no fupplies

from Spain • and indeed, fuch a fpirit of difaf-

fe6tion was diffufed amongft them, that the lieu-

tenant did not dare to punifli the guilty for fear of

a general revolt.

From thefe apprehenfions he was, however, in

fome meafure relieved by the arrival of the two
Ihips firft fent, in confequence of the admiral's

iblicitations ; for thefe bringing a reinforcement

of men and provifions with the alTurance that the

admiral himlelf would foon follow, the people were

encouraged to perfevere in their duty. Thefe

two fhips being arrived at St. Domingo, Roldan

marched towards that city in order to obtain ne-
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cefluiies, and if poffible feduce fome of the new
comers ; but he was anticipiated by the a6livity of

the lieutenant who reached the place before he
was within fix leagues of it, and fo efFedlually

guarded the palTes, that he could not fucceed.-—

Yet as he earneftly willied to have the admiral to

find the ifland in tranquility, he fent overtures of

accommodation by the commander of thefe vef-

fels ; but Roldan fent him back with a contemp-
tuous refufal.

While things were in this fituation, the three

fliips which the admiral had detached from the

Canary Iflands arrived, but inftead of entering

the harbour of St. Domingo, were driven by the

currents as far weftward as the province of Xa-
ragua, where they were vifited by Roldan and his

followers, who feduced many of the people, and
prevailed on them to enter into his fervice. The
captains of thefe three veflels, underftanding that

Bartholomew Columbus and the Alcade were at

variance, agreed that Carvajal, the commander of

one of the Ihips, fliould ftay in Xaragua, and en-

deavour to produce an accommodation; that John
Antonio Columbus, who commanded one of the

other velfels, and was kinfman to the admiral,

fliould conduct the workmen over land to St. Do-
mingo, and that captain Arana fliouid fail round
with the ihips. John Antonio Columbus accord-
ingly landed with forty men ; but on the fecond
day of his march, all his followers except fix or
feven, deferted to the rebels, and with thefe he
was obliged to return on board;, after his having
in vain expoftulated with Roldan upon his treach-
ous condu6t on this occafion.

After a troublefome voyage, in which their pro-

vifions were fpoiled, and Carvajal's veiTel greatly
damaged, he arrived at St. Domingo, where the
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admiral was juft returned from the difcovery of

the continent. His brother had informed him of

Roldan's revolt ; at which being greatly concern-

ed, he caufed Roldan to be informed, that he was
extremely forry for the breach that had happened
between him and the Adelantado, or lieutenant,

and was very defirous of healing it ; that he

Ihould be extremely glad to fee him, and would
grant him a fafe condudl. At the fame time hear-

ing that the rebels complained of their being de-

tained upon the ifland for want of a veffel to carry

them home, he publiihed a proclamation, grant-

ing leave to all that defired it, to return to Spain,

promifing to fupply them with provilions and a

free paflage. Roldan, however, treated all the

admiral's advances towards a reconciliation with

indignity and infult, boafting that it was in his

power either to fupport or fupprefs the authority

of the admiral, with whom he would not treat

without the mediation of Carvajal, whom, he faid,

he knew to be a man of honour and difcretion.

As Carvajal was a perfon of confequence and
had fome prudence, Columbus, though he had
reafon to fufpe6l his fidelity, lince he had fupplied

the rebels with arms while the fhips lay at Xara-
gua, confented to employ him in this negociation.

Roldan, however, refufed to treat with them, fent

an infolent letter to the admiral, and being at

length perfuaded to accept of a fafe conduct, and
to vifit Columbus, made fuch extravagant pro-

pofals, as he could not embrace without expofing

himfelfto contempt. Columbus therefore explained

his reafons for rejefting them, and proclaimed a

free pardon to all who (liould return to their duty
within thirty days ; a copy of which, with new
overtures of peace, was carried to the rebels by
Carvajal ; and about the fame time Columbus fent

five fhips to Spain, with a letter to their Majeilies^



OF AMERICA. 99

containing a particular account of the colony and
its difTentions.

After many difputes, it was at length agreed,

that the admiral lliould deliver to Roldan two
good lliips well manned and vi61:ualled for tranf-

porting him and his party to Spain ; that they

lliould be paid their falaries and wages to the day
of their departure, and that fuch of their effects

Ihould be reftored as had been feized by his and
the lieutenant's order. Matters being thus com-
promifed, the admiral gave orders for equipping

the lliipsj but the weather being extremely boifte-

rous, fome time elapfed before they were ready,

and could be brought round to Xaragua, and
during this interval, Roldan changed his mind,
and refufed to embark ; but expreffing a delire to

fee the affair accommodated, demanded a fafe con-
di\6i in order to treat v/ith the admiral in perfon.

The latter being fenlible of the mutinous difpo-

lition of his own people, was fo folicitous about
healing this divilion, that he not only complied
with Roland 's demand, but went round with two
caravels to the port of Azua near Xaragua, where
he had a conference with the rebel chief, in which
it was agreed that fifteen of Roldan 's followers

Ihould be fent home to Spain ; that lands and
houfes Ihould be given inftead of pay to thofe that

remained ; that Roldan Ihould again be appointed
perpetual alcade, and that an a6t of general am-
nefty ihould be publifhed.

This troublefome affair being thus adjufted, the
admiral caufed a captain at the head of a body of
men to march round the ifland, in order to pacify
and reduce the rebellious Indians ; and that no
caufe of animofity might be left at Hifpaniola, he
propofed to take his brother the lieutenant with
him to Spain ; but while he was preparing for the
voyage, Alonza de Hojeda arrived in the ifland
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with four Ihips from a cruize, in which he had
pretended to make difcoveries, and putting into

the port of Yaquimo, not only committed feveral

outrages againft the Indians, but by letters began
to tamper with fome of the Spaniards, who were
hardly yet confirmed in their duty. To thefe he
infinuated that Queen Ifabella was in a very bad
Hate of health, and after her deceafe, the admiral
would find no prote6tion at court, but would fall

a vidim to Hojeda's kinfman, the Bifhop of Bur-
gos, and Columbus's inveterate enemy.

Columbus being informed of thefe proceedings,

ordered Roldan to march againft him with 21 men.
This order he obeyed fo fuddenly, that Hojeda,
finding it impoffible to efcape, went to meet him,
excufed his landing under the pretence of his be-

ing in want of provifions, and declared that he
had no intentions to difturb the repofe of the

iiland, but would foon fail to St Domingo, and
give the admiral an account of his voyage. But
notwithftanding thefe profeffions, he failed to the

province of Xaragua, where he feduced many of

the people by telling them that he and Carvajal had
been appointed by their Majefties Counfellors as

checks upon the admiral, and that as he had not
been fo juft as to pay them, they fhouid go under
his command and do themfelves juftice by force.

This wild fcheme being oppofed by fome of the

Spaniards, who were amazed at Hojeda's prefump-
tion, a tumult enfued, in which feveral perfons

were killed and wounded ; but Roldan marching
a fecond time againft him, he retired to his Ihip.

The alcade, perceiving he was out of his reach,

invited him to come afhore, and treat of an acco-

modation ; and upon his refufal, offered to go on
board, when Hojeda fending his boat well-manned,
Roldan, with fix or feven of his followers, en-

tered it, and when it was leaft fufpeded, fell upon
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Hojeda's merij made themfelves mailers of the

boat, and returned with it to land, which obliged

Hojeda to fubmit to a treaty, and to give fecurity

that he would depart the ifiand.

Soon after another commotion was raifed by
Ferdinand Guevara, who was in difgrace with

the admiral, for being concerned in the late fedi-

tion, and he being exafperated againft Roldan, for

not permitting him to marry the queen of Xara-

gua's daughter, entered into a confpiracy with one
Adrian de Mozica, and having engaged many
people in his intereft, refolved to furprize and
murder the alcade. But Roldan being informed

of their proceedings took his meafures fo well,

that he feized the chief confpirators, and being or-

dered by the admiral to punifh them according

to law, he proceeded to a fair trial, in confequence

of which Mozica was hanged, fome of the confe-

derates banifhed, and others fent to prifon.

This example had fuch an efte6t, that tranqui-

lity was reftored throughout the whole ifland

;

and about this time fuch rich gold mines were
difcovered, that every man left the king's pay,

and went to dig on his own account, allowing the

king one third of all that was found. In this

employment they met with fuch fuccels, that one
would fometimes gather 40 ounces in a day, and a

lump of pure gold was found weighing 196 ducats.

While Columbus was thus exerting all his

prudence, and exercifing his humanity in appeaf-

ing the troubles of Hifpaniola, he little thought
that a ftorm was rifmg againft him at home. A
number of malcontents had been fent to Spain
during the rebellion, who reprefented him as an
infolent alien, ignorant of the laws and cuftoms
of the Spanilh nation ; oppreffive and cruel in his

difpofition ; elated with the dignity to which he
had been raifed, and fo avaricious and imjuft, that

be not only with-held the pay due to the fervants
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of the government, but embezzled the riches of
the ifland. They inveighed with ftill greater ve-

hemence againft his brother the lieutenant^ nor
did Diego efcape the utmoft virulence of their

cenfure. Thefe inve61;ives being fpread abroad by
the friends of thofe who had been the difturbers of
the peace of Hifpaniola, and encouraged by many
perfons at court, who envied Columbus's fuccefs

and reputation, fuch a clamour was raifed in Caf-

tile, that the king and queen were daily fur-

rounded in the ftreets by the people demanding
juftice againft that proud and tyrannical foreigner,

who had opprelTed fo many Caftilians^ and dif-

covered a mifchievious country to be the ruin and
grave of the Spainifh gentry. Their Majefties

fent over an Infpector-generai to Hifpaniola, with
power to enquire into the admiral's condu61, and
if he fliould be found guilty to fend him home,
while the Infpe6lor was to remain governor of the

iiland in his room. Francis de Bovadilla, a knight
of the order of Calatrava, but in very low cir-

cumftances, was chofen for this high office ; and
being furnilhed with full powers, arrived at St.

Domingo in the latter end of Auguft 1500, while

the admiral was at the Conception with moft of the

people of confequence, fettling the affairs of that

province.

Bovadilla finding nobody at St. Domingo who
eould be a check upon his condu6l, immediately
took pefR^ffion of the admiral's palace, feized his

effe61s, affembled all who were difaffeded to the

brothers ; declared himfelf governor, difpatched

orders to the admiral to repair to him without

delay, and to back his furnmons, fent him the

king and queen's letter, which contained no more
than that their majefties had fent the bearer to

acquaint Columbus with their pleafure, which he
v/as directed to obey, and this order was figned

both by the king and queen.
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Columbus^ immediately on his receiving this

letter, fet out for St. Domingo, to wait upon Bo-
vadilla, who, without any legal information, fent

him and his brother Diego on board a fliip, where
they were laid in irons, placed under a ftrong

guard, and entirely excluded from the fpeech of

any perfon whatfoever. A procefs was then begun
againft them, and all their enemies being admitted

as evidences, their depoi'itions were fo malicious,

incoherent, and abfurd, that nobody who had not
been determined at all events to ruin the accufed,

would have paid the leaft regard to their allega-

tions. Bovadilla, however, on this occafion coun-
tenanced the mod flagrant perjuries, and even en-

couraged the rabble to infult the prifoners, by
blowing horns at the port where the ihips lay at

anchor, and by reading fcandalous libels at the

market place. The lieutenant, who was not yet
returned from Xaragua, might probably have ref-

cued his brothers by force of arms, had not the

admiral ordered him to fubmit quietly to their

majefties authority, vefted in the perfon of the new
governor, who had no fooner laid his injun6iion

on Andrew Martin, the captain of the iliip, to de-

liver the admiral in irons to the biihop de Fonfeca,
by whofe direction he acted, than he began to em-
bezzle the treafure, fquander the king's revenue
among his creatures, opprefs the Indians, counte-
nance the greateft profligacy, and deilroy all the
prudent regulations eftablifl-ied by the admiral.

Andrew Martin was no fooner out at fea, than
being afhamed to fee the brave Columbus in this

difgraceful fituation, would have knocked oif his

irons; but he refolved to wear them during his

whole palfage, and to keep them ever after as a
memorial of the reward he had obtained for his fer-

yices ; and indeed thefe fetters he always preferved
in his own chamber, and, at his requeft, they were
at length buried in the fame cofiin v/ith his body^
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On the 2oth of November, 1500, he wrote to

their Catholic majefiies to acquaint them with his

arrival at Cadiz, Upon which they gave imme-
diate orders for his being releafed ; fent him very

gracious letters, in which they exprelfed their for-

row for his fuiFerings, and invited him to court,

proraiffing that he Ihould foon be fent again, and
fully reftored to his honours.

On his arrival at Granada, the king and queen
gave him a favourable reception, and let him know
that they were offended at the author of his impri-

fonment, who had acted thus without their orders,

and promifed that he fliould have full fatisfa6lion.

Mean while they directed his affair to be examined,
and the accufations againft him plainly appearing
malicious and frivolous, he was honourably ac-

quitted ; and at the fame time a new governor of

Hifpaniola was appointed, in order to redrefs the

admiral's grievances, and oblige Bovadilla to re-

llore what he had unjuftly feized. This commif-
lion was granted to Nicholas de Obando, commen-
dary of laws, a man of abilities, but crafty, cruel,

and revengeful, who afterwards exercifed great

barbarity upon the natives and their chiefs.

It was at the fame time refolved to fend the ad-

miral upon fome voyage that might turn to his

advantage, and keep him employed, until Obando
could fettle the aifairs of Hifpaniola ; but there

being fome delay in the execution of this defign,

and the admiral being apprehenfive of future dif-

grace, from the indefatigable efforts of his enemies

at court, defired to be excufed from embarking
again, and intreated their majellies to defend him
againft all dangers. This procured him a very

favorable anfwer, and foon after the moft advanta-

geous grants and conceffions, which made him re-

folve once more to expofe his life in another voyage

to the Indies, in order to perfect his difcoveries.



CHAPTER IV.

A DIGRESSION,
Containing the Difcoveries made by other Spaniards, while

Columbus was engaged in the third Voyage.

lEFORE we proceed to Columbus's next
voyage, it is proper that we fhould give fome ac-

count of the difcoveries, whether real or pretended,

that were made before he again fet fail for America.
Alonzo Hojeda, who has been already mentioned
in the courfe of this voyage, and Americus Vef-

pucius, obtained from the bifhop of Burgos, the

draughts and plans which, by their majefties order

Columbus had depofited in the hands of that pre-

late, who, out of hatred to that great commander,
and to rob him, if poilible, of his credit and re-

putation, gave them up without the knowledge
of the king and queen. The licences he gave
thefe gentlemen were alfo clandeftine. They fet

fail from Cadiz on the 20th of May 1499, and
fteered dire6lly in fearch of the continent, purfuant
to the admiral's fcheme, which before this time

he had a6lually carried into execution. This was
the firft voyage made by Americus Vefpucius, and
though he now only touched at that part of the
continent which had been vilited by the admiral,

yet he impudently pretended to difcover it ; and
by confounding this with a voyage he afterwards

made into thofe parts, drefled up a plaufible ftory,

and being an excellent geographer and draftfman,

impofed upon the greateft part of Europe, In

VOL. I. O
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Spain, however, he was foon dete6tedj for pre-

tending that he returned direftly to that kingdom
after a voyage of thirteen months fpent in dif-

coveries, Hojeda made oath that only five months
were fpent in the voyage, and that finding them-

felves fliort of provilions, they failed to Hifpaniola

for a fupply.

It was no fooner known that Alonzo Hojeda
and America Vefpiicius had obtained the above
licences, than others refolved to make ufe of the

fame intereft in order to acquire a fhare of the

riches of the new world ; and a company was
formed by fome of the inhabitants of Seville, the

principal of whom was Peter i^lonzo Nino of

Palos, who was with the admiral when he difco-

vered Paria, and Chriftopher Guerre of Seville.

Nino having obtained the king's licence, upon
condition of his not coming to an anchor, or

landing within fifty leagues of any place difcover-

ed by Columbus, fet fail foon after Hojeda and
Vefpucius, difcovered land, and arrived at the pro-

vince of Paria a few days after them ; where find-

ing the Indians behave peaceably, he, contrary to

his inftruclions, landed and cut Brazil wood, and
then continuing his courfe, came to what Colum-
bus had called the Bay of Pearls, formed by the

illand of Margarita, and the continent, and which
he had vifited in 1498.

The people here went on board Nino's fliips

without any apprehenfions, carrying pearl neck-

laces, and wearing jewels in their nofes and ears ;

for which the Spaniards gave them hawks-bells,

bracelets, rings, and feveral trifles made of tin.

Having thus purchafed a confiderable quantity

of valuable pearls, the Spaniards pafTed by Coro,

near the province now called Venezuela, 130
leagues below Paria and the Dragon's Mouth, and



OF AMERICA. 107

anchored in a bay where they were well received

by fifty men, who came from a place at a league's

diftance, and very earneftly prelTed them to anchor
at their town : upon which the Spaniards gave
them fome toys, and the Indians taking ofFall the

pearls they had about their necks and arms, in the

fpacc of an hour gave them as many as weighed
fifteen ounces.

The next day the Spaniards came to an anchor
before a town called Curiana, where the Indians

made figns to them to come on lliore ; but being

no more than ^^ men, they durll not venture, and
therefore by their ligns invited the Indians to come
on board, which they did in their canoes, carrying

pearls, which they freely exchanged tor toys; by
which the Spaniards being convinced of their fin-

cerity, landed and flayed twenty days on Ihore,

during which they were courteouily entertained

wilh venifon, rabits, geefe, ducks, parrots, ufh,

and bread made of maize. They perceived that

the natives kept markets or fairs ; that they had
earthen jars, difhes, and other velTels of feveral

IliapeSj and that in their pearl necklaces they had
frogs and other creatures made of gold. They
afked by figns where that metal was gathered, and
were anfwered in the fame manner, that it was got
fix days journey from thence, at a place called

Curiana Cauchcito.

The Spaniards therefore failed thither, and found
that the people were very tra61:able; for they came
on board in their canoes without the ieaft jealoufy,

and bartered with them for wrought and un-
wrought gold, though they would not part with
their pearls. They alfo gave them fome monkies,
and very beautiful parrots of various colours.

Leaving this place they proceeded farther; but
as they approached the ihore above 5000 naked
men came armed with bows and ari'ows to oppofe
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their landing, and, though they ftrove to pleafe

them by Ihewing them hawks bells, and other

things, they could not prevail, and therefore re-

turned to Curiana, where they were received with

the fame fatisfa6lion as before, the Indians now
trading with them for pins and needles, which the

Spaniards fliewed them would be of ufe in draw-

ing the thorns out of their feet, when they hap-

pened to tread upon them. The Indians were
highly pleafed, thinking they had made very ad-

vantageous bargains with the Spaniards, who car-

ried away above 12,000 ounces of pearls, fome of

which were very beautiful, and well coloured, and
as large as fmall hazle-nuts ; but they were ill

bored, the Indians having no iron. The Spaniards

were now fo well fatisfied with the fuccefs of their

voyage, that they refolved to return home, and
arrived at Galicia on the 5th of February 1500,

two months after they left Curiana, when Nino
and Chriftopher Guerre, who fliared in the expence

and profits of the voyage, were accufed before the

governor, by their own lliip's crew, of having de-

frauded the king of his duty, which was the 5th part.

The great riches which the adventurers gained

by this voyage, promoted the fpirit of difcovery,

more efpecially among fuch as knew the propofals

made by Columbus, or had ferved under him in

his firft two voyages. Of thefe none was fo capa-

ble of profecuting them as Vincent YanezPinzon,
of whom we have already fpoken. He had a libe-

ral education, great courage, and a large fortune;

he therefore fitted out, at his own expence, a fqua-

dron of four ftout Ihips, with which he failed to

the Cape de Verd Iflands, where he took in refrefh-

ments, and fleered from St. Jago, about the year

1500, firlt {landing to the fouth and then to the

weft, and was the firft fubje6l of the crown of Caf-

tile and Leon, that crolfed the Equino61:ial.
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But he had hardly crofTed the line, when he mec
with a dreadful ftorm, in which all on board ex-

pe6ted to perifh : However, having run 240 leagues

farther to the weftward, they on the 26th of Feb-
ruary djfcovered land at a great diftance, which
Yanez called Cabo de Confolation, or Cape Com-
fort (now called Cape St. Auguftine,) and found-

ing, had fourteen fathoms water. Captain Pinzon
going on fliore, took polTeffion of the country in

the name of their Catholic majefties, and endea-

voured to the utmoft of his power, though with-

out effe6l, to induce the people to trade witii

him; for the natives being inflexible, and having
no good opinion of thefe invaders, an engagement
enfued, in which fome were flain on both lides.

This made captain Pinzon refolve to retire^^nd

continue his voyage, which he did to the mouth
of the river Maranon, where he obferved a mighty
ftruggle between the tide fait water coming in, and
a vaft current of freih water pouring down from
the land. The country at the mouth of this river,

he found well inhabited on both fides, but not

being able to perfuade the inhabitants to traffick,

he refolved, without further delay, to proceed to-

wards Paria.

Yanez, on his arrival at Paria, took in Brazil

wood, and then ftruck over to the iflands that lay

in the way to llifpaniola : But when the fliips were
lying at anchor, there arofe fuch a dreadful ftorni,

that two of the four funk in fight of the others
with all the men ; a third was forced from her an-
chors with eighteen men, and carried out of light,

and the fourth, though Ihe rode it out, beat fo

furioufly, that the failors, believing Ihe would be
dafhed in pieces, went afhore in the long-boat, and
had thoughts of murdering all the Indians they
found, to prevent their calling in their neighbours
to deftroy them ; but the ftiip that had been driven
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to fea with the eighteen men returned, and the

other which rode at anchor being faved, they fail-

ed to Hifpaniola, where they refitted, and return-

ed to Spain about the latter end of September

;

after having difcovered 600 leagues of the coaft of

Paria.

James de Lepe, a native of Palos, having heard
of the expedition undertaken by Pinzon, applied

himfelf to the earl of Miranda his patron, and
promifmg to perform wonders in cafe he would
enable him to make the fame voyage, his requeft

was complied with, and he a6fually arrived at the

mouth of the river Maranon, foon after Pinzon
had left it ; the people being provoked at his feiz-

ing thirty -fix men, and carrying them on board,

vigoroufiy attacked the Spaniards, and killed feve-

rai of them, which obliged him to profecute his

voyage to Paria, where he aifo quarrelled with

the inhabitants, and returned without making the

leail advantage of this expedition, except taking

a few Indian prifoners.

It is here proper to obferve, that Emanuel king
of Portugal, fending a confiderable fleet to the

Eaft-Indies* under the command of Peter Alva-

rez Cabrai in the ^ear 1500, that admiral failing

to the S. W. to avoid. the calms on the coaft of

Guinea, was fo happy as to difcover Brazil, one
of the richeft provinces in South-America, by
mere accident. But it is now neceflary to return

to the difcoveries made by the great Columbus.

* The coaft of India had been difcovered by Vafco de Gama,
in 1498, while Coiumbus was engaged in his third voyage to the

Wefl-Indies. See de Gama's voyage.



THE

FOURTH VOYAGE
OF

Chrijlopher Columbus to America.

CHAPTER V.

Columbiis arrives at Hifpaniola, and meets with the bafeft ufage

from Obando, the new governor, upon which he leaves that

ifland, and profecutes his difcoveries along the coafl of the

continent : proceeds to the ifthmus of Darien, where he ex-

pefted to find a paffage to the Indies : fails to the haven of Porto

Bello : fends a detachment up the river Veragua to the Indian

Mines; and after other excurlons into the country, forms a

fettlement at the mouth of the river Belem, when being ia-

formed that a Cacique named Quibio intended to fet fire to the

houfes, he caufes him and his family to be feized, but they

making their efcape, attack the fettlement, and kill feveral of

the Spaniards, upon which the new feCtlers rejoin the admiral,

who alter fuffering feveral hardftiips, run the ftiips on ftiore on
the coaft of Jamaica; whence they fend two canoes to Flif-

paniola. The hardfliips fulFered by the people in the voyage,

and the troubles the admiral met with in Jamaica during his

long ftay in that ifland. The Spaniards fail thence to Hif-

paniola, and afterwards to Spain, where Columbus dies.

Some account of his Perfon and Charafcer.

V^OLUMBUS, having received his inflruftions,

failed from Cadiz with four fniall fnips, and 140
men, including boys ; on the 9th of May 1502,
he arrived at St. Catherine's, and departed trom
thence on the nth for ArziHa, a port-town of
Morocco, then fubjed to Portugal, and invefted by
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the Moors. He failed thither, in order to relieve

the Portuguefe, who were reported to be in great

diftrefs ; but the Moors had raifed the fiege before

his arrival, the admiral therefore failed for Grand
Canaria, where he arrived on the 20th, and having
taken in wood and water for the voyage, proceeded
on the 25th in the evening for the Weft- Indies,

with fo favorable a wind, that on the 15th of June,
he arrived at the illand of Martinico. He there

took in afrelh fupply of wood and water, and then

failed by the Carribbee-Iilands to St, Domingo in

Hifpaniola, where he intended to exchange one of

his Ihips, which was a bad failer, in order to con-

tinue his voyage, with lefs hinderance, to the coaft

of Paria, in queft of a ftreight which he concluded
was near the place lince called Veragua and Nom-
bre de Dios.

In order that the judge fent by their majefties

to call Bovadilla to an account might not be fur-

prized at his unexpected arrival, he, on his ap-

proaching the port, difpatched before him one of

his captains, to fignify the necelfity of changing
the fhip, and to reprefent that as he apprehended
a great ftorm was approaching, he propofed to

fecure himfelf in that port, and defired that the

homeward hound fleet might not fail for eight

days, by which means it would avoid the danger
to which it would otherwife be expofed. But fo

little inclined was this new governor to affift the

admiral with another velFel, that he would not

even allow him to enter the port ; and difregard-

ing his advice, permitted the fleet, in which were

Roldan, and all who had been in the rebellion,

to put to fea, on their return to Spain.

But the fleet had no fooner weathered the eaft

point of Hifpaniola, than there arofe fo terrible a

llorm, that the admiral of the fleet, in which was

Bovadilla, and moft of the rebels, foundered, and
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this hurricane was fo fatal to the reft, that of the
eighteen fhips that were in that fleet, only four

were faved. Mean while Columbus, who had
forefeen the fiorm^ and been refufed admittance
into an illand which he had difcovered, and added
to the dominions of Spain, Iheltered himfelf under
the land ; but the ftorni encreafing, three of Co-
lumbus's velFels were forced out to fea, when the
Bermuda, the Ihip he wanted to exchange, would
certainly have perifhed had fhe not been preferv-

ed by the admirable fkill of his brother Bartholo-

mew, who was allowed to be the moft expert fea-

man of his time. The lliips being thus feparated,

each concluded that the other was loft, until in a
few days they met again in the port of Azua.

—

The admiral's fatisfadtion, however was confide-

rably diminiftied by the mortification he felt, upon
refle6ting that he had been denied ftielter in a port
where he had a right to command, and refufed a
privilege in his own ifland, that is never denied
to ftrangers. However, the confequence of this

ftorm furnillied his fuperftitious enemies with a
pretence for faying, that he had raifed it by magic,
in order to deilroy the fleet bound for Spain ; and
what feemed to add weight to this ridiculous fup-

pofition, was, that the only fliip of the eighteen
that arrived in Spain wsiS the Aguja, on board of
which were 4000 pcfos of gold belonging to the
admiral, while three others that refifted the fury
of the waves were forced in a Mattered condition
back to St. Domingo.

Coiumbus, while in the port of Azua, gave
his men fome refrefhment after the ftorm, and al-

lowed them to divert themfelves with fifliing, in
which they had good fuccefs: and amongft the reft

of the fifli they caught here, was one called the-

Savina, which is as big as an ordinary church bell,

and lying afleep above water, was ftruck with an
VOL. I. P
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harping iron by the crew in one of the boats.—
One end of this iron being faftened to a long rope,

and the other to the boat^ the fiili drew the boat

after it as fwift as the flight of an arrow, while

thofe who were on board the lliip, feeing the boat

ikim about, and not knowing the reafon, were
greatly aftoniihed, until at laft the fiih finking, it

was drawn to the iliip's fide and bawled up by the

tackle. They alfo caught in the fame bay the

Manatee, orfea-cow, an amphibious animal, whofe

flefh was compared by the people on board to that

of veal.

Columbus, having here repaired the damage his

fhips had fuftained by the itorm, failed in order

to make difcoveries on the continent, and reached

the iflands of Guania, near the province now cal-

led Honduras, where Bartholomew Columbus go-

ing on jfliore with two boats, they faw a great num-
ber of pine trees and pieces of lapis caiaminaris,

which, being mixed with copper, fome of the

feamen miftook for gold.

While the admiral's brother was at this ifiand,

and was very delirous of knowing what it contain-

ed, he obferved approaching the lliore a canoe

made of one tree, as long as a galley ; it was eight

feet wide, and had an awning of palm leaves in

the middle, not unlike thofe of the Venetian gon-
dolas ; under this cover the women, children, and
all the goods were Iheltered from the weather, and
though there wei^e twenty-five men on board the

canoe, they had not the courage to defend them-
felves againfl the boats, but being purfued, Vv^ere

taken without oppofition. The admiral was re-

joiced at his having obtained an opportunity of

dilcovering the commodities of the continent,

without expofmg his men to danger ; and having

given orders for examining the cargo, there were

found quiitSj and a kind of Ihirts without lleeves.
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made of cotton ciirioiifly wrought and dyed of fe-

veral colours ; fome fmall cloths of the fame fort,

to be worn about the middle, with large fheets in

which the women on board wrapt themfelves
;

large wooden fwords, edged on each fide with fliarp

flints fixed in grooves with thread and a bitumi-

nous matter ; and alfo hatchets made of copper ;

bells of the fame metal, with plates and crucibles

for melting it. As for the provifions, they con-

fifted of the fame kind of roots and grain as were
eaten in Hifpaniola, and a fort of liquor refem-

bling Englifh beer made ofmaize. They had alfo

a,conliderable number of cocoa nuts, upon which
they feemed to fet a great value ; for notwithftand-

ing the confternation with which they were feized

at finding themfelves prifoners aboard the Ihip,

they never failed, v/hen one of thefe nuts chanced
to fall upon the deck, to ftoop and take it up with

eagernefs, as if it were fomething of confequence.

They behaved with extraordinary modefty, and
feemed to have fome fenfe of decorum, Vv'ith which
the admiral was fo pleafed that he ordered them to

be well ufed ;
gave them European commodities

in exchange for fuch of their goods as he thought
proper to retain, and then reiloring their canoe,

fufFered them to depart. He however kept an old

man, who feemed both the wifeft and chief man of

the company, in order to learn fomething of the

country, and to draw others to converfe with the

chriftians, which he faithfully did, as long as they
failed where his language was underftoodj and
when he could be no longer ferviceable, was dif-

milTed with a prefent, and then fent home highly
pleafed.

Though the admiral was told by this Indian
of the great wealth, politenefs, and ingeunity of
the people weftward towards Mexico, yet know-
ing that as that country lay to the leeward, he
could fail thither from Cuba whenever he thought
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fit, he refolved at prefent to perfift in his defigii

of difcovering a llreight in the continent through
which he expe61ed to find the Eaft Indies, and
in particular the country that produced fpices. He
tlccordingly failed towards Darien, where he was
told that he fhould find this ftreight ; but the In-

dians meant an ifthmus or neck of land, which he
miftook for a paiTage extending from fea to fea.

In queft of this ftreight, he failed towards a point

on the continent, to which he gave the name of

Calinas, from his finding there great plenty of

trees bearing a fruit fo called by the natives of

Hifpaniola : Near this cape faw people who wore
painted tunics, or ihirts made of cotton, fo thick

and ftrong as to defend them againft the weapons
ufed in that country, and even to bear off the

ftroke of forae of ours. Farther to the eaftward

he found the natives of a fierce afpe6l, and of a

favage difpofition ; they went entirely naked ; eat

flefh and fifli raw as it was taken, and made holes

in their ears, which they ftretched by their pen-

dants, fo wide that a hen's egg might be pafFed

through them, from which circumftance the ad-

miral denominated that coaft de las Orcjas, or of

the Ears.

On the 14th of Auguft in the morning, Bartho-

mew Columbus went alhore upon this coaft, to

hear mafs, with the colours flying, and attended

by the captains and many of the men ; and a few
days after he again landed to take pofTeilion of

the country for their Catholic majefties, when
about 100 Indians loaded with provifions ran to-

wards fliore, but on the approach of the boats fud-

denly retired without fpeaking a word. The lieu-

tenant perceiving their timidity, defired the inter-

preter to allure them with bells, beads, and other

toys, with which they were fo well pleafed, that

they returned in greater numbers the next day,

with feveral forts of provifions, as hens, which
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were better than thofe of Spain, geefe, broiled

fifh, and red and white beans. The country was
low, green, and beautiful, and produced abun-
dance of pines, oaks, palm-trees and mirabolans,

with all the fruits that were to be found on the

ifland of Hifpaniola ; there were alfo deer, leopards,

and other animals. The inhabitants were like

thofe of the iHands, only their foreheads were not

fo high ; for the moft part they went naked, except

a cloth round their waifts, but thofe of diftin<Sion

wore red and white cotton cloths about their heads

;

and fome had a fhort jacket without fleeves^ that

reached to the waift. Their arms and bodies were
ornamented with different figures wrought into

the Ikin by pricking it, and on feftival days they
painted their faces of various colours, which made
them look extremely terrible. They feemed to

have no religion, and every nation fpoke a parti-

cular language of their own.
From cape Cafmas, the admiral was feventy-

three days in failing lixty leagues to the eaftward,

the wind and current being contrary all the time.

But as there was good riding along the coaft, he
tacked to and fro, and every night dropped anchor
under the land ^ but at length he reached a cape
to which he gave the name of Gracias a Dios, or

Thanks to God ; becaufe from that place, the land
turning off to the South, enabled him to profecute

his voyage with a trade wind. However, a little

beyond this headland he paffed fome dangerous
fands, which for a coniiderable way ran out to fea.

On the 1 5th of September, being in want of

wood and water, Columbus fent the boats into a

river, that feemed to have a deep and good en-

trance ; but on their return, the wind blowing
from the fea, and the waves running high againlt

the current of the river, one of the boats, with all

her men, was loft, when the admiral called this
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Pvio de la Difgracia, or the River of Difafter. Still

running to the fouthvv^ard^ they, on the z^th, an-

chored near a little ifland called Ouiriviri, and a

town on the continent named Coriari, which is

iituated near a great river, to the banks of which a

multitude of people reforted ; fome with bows and

arrows, others with ftaves, of a wood as black as

jet, as hard as iron, and pointed with fifli bones ;

while others came with clubs. They feemed to

have airembled with the intention of defending

their country from invafion ; but obferving the pa-

cific difpoiition of the Spaniards, were very deii-

rous of bartering their commodities with them,

which confifted of arms, cotton jackets, and pieces

of pale gold, which they wore about their necks.

With thefe things they fwam to the boats, for the

Spaniards did not go afiiore that day nor the next;

nor would the admiral allow his people to take

their goods in exchange, but prefented them with

feveral baubles. Yet the lefs the Spaniards feemed

to regard the trafiic, the more eagernefs they dif-

covercd for it, and made figns for them to come
aihore ; but thefe proving nieffe6tual, they retir-

ed, leaving every thing they had received on the

fliore, where they were found by the Spaniards, at

the place which they afterwards landed at. The
Indians at length fuppofmg that the Spaniards did

not confide in their lincerity, fent an old man of

an awful prefence, carrying a flag upon a ftaff, at-

tended by two young girls with pieces of gold

about their necks. Thefe, by the old man's de-

fire, were condu61:ed by the boats crew aboard the

admiral, who ordered them to be clothed and fed,

had them ftt on fhore, where they were received

with much fatisi^acfion by the old man, and fifty of

the natives.

Bartholomew Columbus going afliore the next

day, in order to learn fomething of the country^
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two of the chief men came to the boat, and tak-

ing him by the arms, made him lit down between
them. In this lituation he began to interrogate

them by figns, and ordered his fecretary to write

down what were fuppofed to be their anfwers; but

they no fooner faw the pen, ink, and paper, than.

they were in fuch confternation, that moft of them
ran away, imagining perhaps that thefe were im-
plements of forcery ; for they had performed fome
ceremonies of exorcifm before they approached
the Spaniards, fcattering a powder in the air, and
burning fome of the fame powder, and endeavour-
ing to make the fmoke fly towards the Chriilians.

A fev/ days after, the admiral de fired his brother
to go alhore with feveral men to view the town,
and obtain fome knowledge of the country. The
moft remarkable things he obferved were feveral

tombs in a great wooden ftru6ture covered with
canes, in one of which was a dead body embalmed ;

in another, two bodies wrapt up in cotton flieetg,

but without any ill fcent, and over each tomb was
a board, upon which were carved the figures of
beafts, and on fome of them the effigies of the de-

ceafed, adorned with plates of gold about their

necks, and other ornaments.
Thefe being the moft civilized Indians in thofe

parts, the admiral ordered fome of them to be
taken, out of whom he chofe two who feemed to

be the moft intelligent; the reft were fen t away
with fome prefents and great civility, and endea-
vours were ufed to make them fcnfible that their

companions were detained for no other reafon but
to ferve as guides upon that ccaft, and that in a
little time they would be fet at liberty; but the
natives believing they were detained through ava-
rice, a number of them came down to the fliore

the next day, and fent four perfons on board to

treat for their ranfom^ with a prefent of tVrO wild
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hogs, which were very fniall. Columbus caufed
thefe deputies to be entertained with great civi-

liy, and though he would not grant their requeft,

he fent them away well fatisfied, and amply paid

for the hogs; one of which was hunted on the
deck by a kind of wild cat of a greyilh colour,

that had been caught in the woods by one of
the failors, after he had cut ofFone of its fore legs;

this animal leaps like a fquirrel from tree to tree,

and not only fattens upon the branches with its

claws, but even with its tail, by which it fre-

quently fufpends itfelf either for fport or reft.

Thefe hogs, though naturally very fierce, no
fooner faw this animal, than they ran terrified

about the deck, when the admiral perceiving

their fright, ordered one of them to be brought
near the cat, which inftantly twifted its tail round
the hog's fnout, and fattening the fore-leg that

remained upon its head, would foon have dif-

patched it, had not the men interpofed.

On the 5th of October the admiral failed into

the bay of Caravaro, which is fix leagues in length,

and about three in breadth. Here they found
many fmall iflands, with channels between them,
through fome of which the fliips failed as it were
in lanes, the trees on each fides bruftiing againft

the fiirouds. As foon as they anchored in this bay,

the boats were fent to one of the iflands, where
there were twenty canoes on the fhore, the people
lying near them quite naked, having only a gold
plate about their necks. They exprefifed no figns

of fear, but for three bells gave a gold plate which
weighed ten ducats, and faid there was great plenty
of that metal on the continent, at a fmall diftance

from the fliore.

The next day the boats were fent on ihore up-

on the continent, and in their wa,y met with two
canoes full of people, who refufing to barter their
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gold plates, two of the chief perfons amongft them
were taken, in order that the admiral might ob-

tain fome intelligence from them by means of the

Cariari interpreters. The gold plate worn by one
of thofe men weighed fourteen ducats, and the

other's twenty-two^ and thefe confirmed what the

iflanders faid of the gold, which was to be found
at the diftance of two days journey up in the coun-

try. In this bay they took great numbers of fifli,

and on the lliore they found a large quantity of

frefh provilions, and alfo great plenty of roots and
fruit. The men are painted all over of feveral co-

lours, as red, black, and white, and had no other

covering befides a narrow cotton cloth which hung
round the waift.

From this bay the admiral failed into another
very near it, and on the 17th purfued his voyage
twelve leagues farther to the river Guaiga ; when,
ordering out the boat to go alhore, the men were
furioufly affaulted by above 100 Indians, who ran
up to their middles in the fea, brandilhing their

lances, blowing horns, and throwing fea-water

towards the Spaniards, at whom they alfo fpouted
the juice of fome flirubs they were chewing, with
ligns of deteftafcion and defiance. The Spaniards,

without either approaching or retreating, endea-

voured to appeafe them, which at length they ef-

fe^ed, and at laft exchanged fixteen gold plates,

worth 16^ ducats, for a few bells, and other bau-
bles. However, notwithftanding this friendly in-

tercourfe, the next day the natives lay in ambufh
for the boats ; but perceiving that no body would
venture to land without knowing what difpofition

they were in, they rufhed into the water, as be-

fore, and even threatened to throw their javelins,

provided the boats that lay upon their oars did not
return to their fnips. The Spaniards, at length,

exafperated at this infolent behaviour, wounded
VOL. I. Q
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one of them with an arrow : and at the fame time

the admiral, firing one of his guns, fo terrified

them, that they fled with precipitation ; when four

men landing invited them by figns to return, on
which laying down their arms, they came back,

and very peaceably exchanged their gold plates.

The admiral then proceeded on his voyage, and
calling anchor in the mouth of a great river, the

people of the country were feen to alTemble, and
foon after fent two men in a canoe to the Ihips, who
having talked with the Cariari interpreters, came
aboard without any apprehenfions, and by the ad-

vice of thofe Indians gave their gold plates to the

admiral, who in return prefented them with fome
trifles. This canoe returning, another appeared
with three men, who behaved in the fame manner,
and amity being thus eftablilhed, the Spaniards

went afliore, where they found a great number of

Indians with their king, who only differed from
the reil in being covered with a large leaf of a tree,

becaufe it then rained very hard. This prince, to

fet his fubje6ls an example, exchanged his plate,

and bid them barter for theirs ; which they inftant-

ly did, and the Spaniards received nineteen plates

of pure gold. Here they faw an old wall, which
feemed to be built with ftone and lime; and this

being the firft part of the Indies where Columbus
had difcovered figns of a folid and regular ftruc-

ture, he brought away a piece of it as a memorial.

The admiral now failing with a frefli gale to the

eaflward, held on his courfe to five towns of great

trade, among which was Veragua, where the In-

dians faid the gold was gathered, and the plates

made, which they wore about their necks, and
continuing his voyage, he arrived at an harbour,

to which he gave the name of Porto-Bello, or

Beautiful Port, from its being very fpacious, and

encompaffed by a fine and populous country. He
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entered thii harbour on the fecond of November,
paffing between two fmall iflands., within which
the iliips lay clofe to the fhore, where he was oblig-

ed by the rain and bad weather, to continue fe-

ven days; during which he was conftantly vifited

by the people in canoes, who came from the adja-

cent country to barter fine fpun cotton and provi-

lions, for pins, points, and other trifles.

On the 9th he failed eight leagues to the eaft-

ward, but the next day was forced four leagues

back by ftrefs of weather, and putting in among
the iflands near the continent where the town of

Nombre de Dios now ftands, called the place Puer-

to de Baftimentos, or the Port of Provifions ; be-

caufe all thofe fmall iflands were covered with corn.

Here a boat well manned being fent in purfuit of

a canoe, the Indians were fo frightened that they

threw themfelves into the fea, and fwam away,

notwithfl:anding all the endeavours of the Spani-

ards to take fome of them ; for when a boat ap-

proached any of thefe Indians they dived like a

duck, and came up at the diftance of a bow Ihot.

Columbus ftaid here refitting the fliips until the

23d of November, when he continued his courfe

eaftward, trading with the Indians on the coaft for

provifions, and fuch pieces of gold as hung at

their ears and nofes. On the 24th he entered a

fmall port, which he named the Retreat, from its

being able to contain no more than five or fix fliips,

and its being only fifteen or twenty paces wide at

the mouth. On both fides, the rocks appeared

above water, but the channel between them was
fo deep as not to be fathomed, though if the fliips

inclined to either fide the men might leap on
fliore. The admiral was induced to enter this con-

fined harbour, by the niifreprefentations of thofe

who were fent to view it, whofe avarice rendered

them fond of dealing with the Indians, they were
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glad of lying clofe to the ihore, in order to have a

conftant opportunity of changing trifles for gold.

The Indians at iirlt came very familiarly to trade

with the Ihjps, until being provoked by the info-

lence and dilTolute behaviour of the feamen, they
began to have recourfe to arms, and fome flcir-

milhes pafled between them. As their numbers
increafedj their courage rofe in proportion, and
they at length feemed refolved to board the {hips,

U'hen the admiral having in vain attempted to ap-

peafe them by patience and a6ts, of civility, found
that he was obliged to alter his behaviour, in or-

der to convince them of his importance, and there-

fore commanded fome of his guns to be fired ; but
this noife, which they found unattended with any
confequence, gave them no apprehenlions, and
thereibre they anfwered it with lliouts, and beating

the trees with ftaves, and by threatening ligns

Ihewed that they did not fear the noife. Upon
which Columbus ordered one of the guns to be
loaded with ball, and fired at a company of thefe

Indians afTembled upon a Imall eminence, when
the ball falling in the midft of them made them
fenfibie that he could make ufe of a thunderbolt as

well as of thunder; for they fled with the utmoft
confternation, and for the future they durft not ap-

pear even on the mountains.

Thefe were the beft fhaped Indians of any they
had yet feen ; they were tall and {lender, without
thiC prominent bellies frequert in thefe parts. The
country afforded but few trees and little grafs, and
in the harbour there were very large alligators,

which wcn^ upon the fhore to lleep, whence they

difflifed fo ftrong a fcent that it feemed as if all the

mulk in the world was gathered together. If they

found a man lleeping they would drag him to the

water to devour him, but were fearful and timO'

rous when attacked.
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The {hips had been nine days confined here by
bad weather, when Columbus perceiving that vio-

lent winds from the eaft and north eaft continued

to blow without ceafing, and that it was impoliible

to trade any longer with the inhabitants of this

coaft, refolved to return, in order to obtain fatis-

faftion about what he had heard of the mines of

Veragua, and therefore on the 5th of December
he failed back to Porto Bello ; but the next day,

while he held on his courfe, the wind Ihifted to the

weft; however, not thinking this a fettled gale,

he bore up againft it forfome days, during which
the weather was fo extremely boifterous and un-
fettled, that the failors could fcarce ftand upon the

deck ; they had heavy and incelTant rains, the air

was filled with lightening, and the thunder roar-

ed incefTantly. The men, who were conftantly

wet to the fkin, and expofed to all the violence of

the ftorm, began to be terrified, and filled with
defpair, efpecially on their finding that when the

weather feemed a little to favour their failing to

Veragua, the wind veered about, and drove them
towards Porto-Bello, and when they were in hopes
of entering that harbour, they were beat otF again.

In the midft of this danger and diftra6lion, they
were near being overwhelmed by a water fpout

;

and, to complete their misfortunes, they loft fight

of one of the ftiips, which they concluded was loft,

until they faw heragain at the end of three dark and
difmal days, in which fhe had been obliged to eaft

anchor, and had afterwards been driven to fea with
the lofs of her anchor and boat.

The men were now not only quite fpent with
cold, hunger, and fatigue, but the Ihip almoft
Ihattered to pieces by the tempeft, when they were
relieved by a calm which lafted tv*'o days, during
which they were furrounded by a prodigious num-
p^r of Iharks, that would bite at the hook, though
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baited only with a red rag. Thefe had a dreadful

appearance to the fuperftitious failors, who ima-

gined that as the ravens are faid to fmell out dead

bodies at a great diitance, fo thefe ravenous fiilr

were an omen of then^deftruction, and were ready
jj

to devour them as foon as the Ihips iliould fall to ^

pieces. Many of thefe fifh were caught, and from
the belly of one of them was taken an intire tur-

tle, and from another the whole head of a ihark,

which the failors had caught and thrown into the

fea; fo that the individuals of this fpecies feem to

prey upon each other. The failors, however, not-

withftanding their apprehenfions, and this filh be-

ing allowed to make a very indifferent meal, eat

them with great eagernefs ; for they had been now
eight months at fea, and had confumed all then"

provifions except their bifcuit, part of which was
fo full of maggots, that many delayed eating it

until it was dark, to avoid feeing what they were

obliged to fwallow.

On the I yth of December the admiral entered

into a large harbour, where he permitted his men
to repofe themfelves for three days ; during which,

going afhore, they found that the inhabitants liv-

ed in huts built upon the tops of trees, flicks being

laid from bough to bough, 'and the huts ere6led

upon them : A cuftom which muft have arifen from
the fear of wild beafts, or of land-floods.

In the beginning of January 1503, they caft an-

chor near a river, which the admiral named Beleni

or Bethlem, from his arriving there on the feall of

the Epiphany. To the weftward of this river was

that of Veragua, the water of which wasflialiow ;

however, the boat went up it to the town, where

they v>rere informed that they ihould find the gold

mines of Veragua fo often mentioned. The Indians

at firfl flood upon their guard, in order to op-

pofe the landing of the Spaniards ; but an Indian
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interpreter going alhore, and reprefenting them in

a favourble light, the natives were pacified^ and
exchanged with them twenty gold plates, fome
hollow pieces of the fame metal like joints of reeds,

and fome grains of gold that had never been melt-

ed ; but to enhance their value they pretended
they were gathered upon certain mountains at a

great diftance.

On the 9th the admiral's Ihip, attended by one
of the other, failed up the river Beiem, when the

Indians foon came to barter with the Spaniards,

bringing filh, which at fome feafons of the year
come up thefe rivers in incredible numbers ; they
exchanged fome gold for pins, beads, and hawks
bells, and the next day the Ihip was joined by the
two others which had ftaid behind for want of wa-
ter.

On the third day after their arrival, Bartholo-
mew Columbus went up the river with the boats to

a town belonging to a Cacique named Quibio, who
hearing of the lieutenant's delign, came in his ca-

noe to meet him, and having received each other
in a friendly manner, difcourfed by means of their

interpreter for a long time together. The next
day the fame prince vifited the admiral, made him
fome prefents, and after a converfation which laft-

ed an hour, during which his people exchanged
fome gold for bells, retired well pleafed with his

reception.

They had lived five days in this friendly man-
ner, vv'hen the river fuddenly fwelled to fuch a fur-

prifmg height, and ruflied down with fuch impe-
tuofity, that the admiral's Ihip parted her cable,

and running foul of the iliip Galega, brought the
foremaft by the board, and both the veffels were
in danger of perifliing. This fudden fwell of the
river was fuppofed to proceed from a violent ihower
that had fallen upon the mountains of Veragua,
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which the admiral named St. Chriftopber's, from
their tops reaching above the clouds. On the 6th

of February, the Ihips being caulked and refitted,

the admiral fent his brother with lixty-eight men
in boats to the river Veragua, the mouth of which
was at a league's diftance from that of Belem;
when rowing up, they arrived at the Cacique's

town, where they llaid a whole day, enquiring

the way to the mines. In confequence of the intel-

ligence they received, they, next day, travelled

four leagues and a half, and came to a river which
on account of its windings they palled forty-four

times ; the day following they arrived at the place

to which they were directed, and in two hours time

every man had gathered fomegold about the roots

of the trees, which were very thick and of a pro-

digious height. This fample was much valued, as

none of thofe who went had any tools to dig, or
had before ever gathered any. As the fole aim of
this expedition was to obtain information relating

to the mines, they returned well pleafed to the
Ihips, though, as they afterwards learned, the

place called the mines from which they had picked

it were not thofe of Veragua, which lay much
nearer, but of Urira, a town belonging to a peo-
ple at war with the Cacique Quibio, who had art-

fully dire6led the Spaniards to his enemies mines,

inftead of his own.
On the 14th of February the admiral's brother

went into the country with forty men, followed by
a boat with fourteen, and marched to the river

of Urira, feven leagues weft of Belem. The next
day he was met by the Cacique, attended by twenty
men, who made them a prefent of provifions

and fome gold plates. During this intercourfe the

Indians chewed a dry herb, and fometimes added
to it a fort of powder. Having refted a while in

this place, the Spaniards and Indians went toge-
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ther t& the towri",' whence abundance of people
came out to meet them, and a hoiife being provid-

ed for their lodging, they were hofpitably enter-

tained. Soon after came the Cacique of a neigh-

bouring town named Durira, attended by a great
number of Indians, who brought fome gold plates

to barter, and told the lieutenant that up in the

country there were Caciques who had great quan-
tities of gold, and that there were many men arm-
ed like the Spaniards.

The next day Don Bartholomew marched with
thirty men towards Zobabra, after his having or-

dered the reft to return by land to the lliips. He
here faw the ground for about fix leagues covered
with maize, and cultivated like the corn fields of
Europe. At Zobabra he was kindly entertained

by the natives, as he was alfo at another town cal-

led Cateba, at both which places he purchafed
fome gold plates ; but having now advanced a con-
iiderable way from the lliips, without difcovering

any harbour along the coaft or river, larger than
that of Belem, where he might conveniently fet-

tle a colony, he returned with a good quantity of

gold to the place from which he had taken his de-

parture, and where it was now agreed to make a
fettlement under his command.

Proper difpofitions being made, the failors be-

gan to build, about a ca;nnon fliot from the mouth
of the river Belem, houfes of timber, which they
covered with the pahii-trees leaves that grew along
the Ihore, aoQd a large building was alio erected to

ferve as a ftorehoufe and magazine, in which feve-

ral pieces of cannon, with powder, provifions, and
other neceflkrics, were lodged for the fupport of
the planters; while a quantity of wine, oil, vine-

gar, cheefe and grain, was depofited on board the
Ihip Galega, which was to be left with the lieute-

nant, with cordage, nets, hooks, and ether fifhing

VOL. I. R
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tackle, for the ufe of the colony. Indeed thefe

could not fail of being of fignal fervice in a coun-

try that abounds with fuch quantities of filh, which
arc caught by the natives with hooks made of tor-

toifefhell.

Tlie houfes being erected, and proper regula-

tions made for the prefervation of the new colony,

the admiral refolved to return to Spain ; but his

voyage was effectually prevented by want of wa-

ter to carry the fliips out of the river, and by a

terrible furf that beat upon the Ihore and threat-

ened immediate deftru6tion to any vefTel that

ftiould approach it: To render thefe circumftances

the more unfortunate, the rains, which alone

could fwell the river, were pall; the bottoms of

the Ihips were fo worm-eaten that they refembled

honey-combs, and to complete their vexation, one

of their interpreters reported that Quibio intend-

ed to fet lire to the houfes of the Spaniards, who,
contrary to his inclination, and to that of his peo-

ple, had made a fettlement in his dominions.

Upon this occafion the admiral concerted mea-
fures with his brother for feizing the Cacique with

his principal men, in order to carry them to Spain,

as hoilages for the good behaviour of his fubjedts :

An expedient, which, however politic, was not at

all agreeable to the humanity of Chriftopher Co-

lumbus on other occafions, and equally inconfift-

ent with all the laws of nature and nations. How-
ever, on the 30th of March, the lieutenant at-

tended by above feventy men proceeded to Vera-

gua, which confifted of ftraggling houfes, and, at

a fmall diftance from that place, was defired by a

mellenger from the Cacique not to come up to his

houfe, which flood upon a hill; but notv/ithftand-

ingthis requeft, the lieutenant refolved to proceed

with only five men, ordering the left to follow two
by two at fome diftance, and when they Ihould
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hear a mufket fired, to befet the houfes, and let no
body efcape. On his approaching Quibio's refi-

dence, he was met by another mefienger, who en-
treated him not to enter the houfe, and told him
that the Cacique himfelf would come out, though
he was wounded by an arrow. Quibio, on his go-
ing to the door agreeably to his promife, was im-
mediately feized by the lieutenant, and the mufket
being fired, the houfe was foon furrounded by the

reft of the Spaniards, and about thirty perfons

made prifoners, without the leaft oppofition,

among whom were the wives and children of the
Cacique, with fome of his principal fubje6ts, who
offered to ranfom themfelves with a large quantity

of gold that was concealed in an adjoining wood.
But the lieutenant, difregarding the offers, ordered
them all to be bound and carried on board, be-
fore the country fhould take the alarm 5 intending
himfelf to ftay with the greateft part of the men,
to fecure fome of Quibio's kindred and fubje61;s,

whom he had not been able to take; he therefore

delivered the prifoners to James Sanchez de Cadiz,

an able pilot, who with great confidence and ala-

crity, undertook to carry them on board the admi-
ral. The pilot embarked with them in the boat,

when Qui bio complaining that his hands were too

hard bound, Sanchez, moved by compaliion, loofed

them, but kept the rope with which he was tied

in his own hands. The Cacique now finding his

hands at liberty, took an opportunity while the

pilot was looking another way to plunge into the
river, which he did with fuch violence, that San-
chez quitted the rope in order to fave himfelf; and
as it began to grow dark, and the boat was in-

ftantly filled with confufion, it was impoffible to

hear or fee how he got on fhore.

The lieutenant perceiving that it v/ould be im-
poffible to overtake the fugitive Indians, the next
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day returned with the men to the fhips, and pre-

iented the plunder of Quibio's houfe, which was
worth 300 ducats in gold plates, to his brother,

who, after dedu6ting the fifth part for their Ca-

tholic Majefties, divided the remainder among
thofe who were employed in this expedition.

Soon after this the rain fell, and the floods

coming down, opened the mouth of the river,

upon which the admiral failed out with three fhips,

leaving one for the fervice of his brother. He
however came to an anchor at a league's diftance,

in order to wait for fair weather, and in the mean
time fent back the boat for water.

Quibio feeing that the three fhips were gone,
and being grieved and provoked at the lofs of his

wives and children, and alfo exafperated at the
violence offered to himfelf, refolved openly to at-

tack the fettlement. The woods by which it was
furrounded facilitated this enterprize, and enabled
the Indians unperceived to reach a fpot within ten

paces of the houfes, from whence they rufhed up-
on the Chriftians with dreadful fhouts, throwing
their javelins, not only at thofe who appeared, but
alfo through the flender roofs, fo that four or five

were dangeroufly wounded before the Spaniards
were able to put themfelves in a poilure of defence.

Don Bartholomew, however, being a man ofgreat
courage and refolution, fliUied out upon the ene-
my with feven or eight of his men, and notwith-

ftanding the Indians feveral times rallied, drove
them into the wood ; but though the Indians
w^ould not engage hand to hand, after they had
felt the edge of the European fwords, and the
teeth of a dog, by which they were furioufly at-

tacked, they continued to throw their javelins at

a diftance till they were driven from their covert,

and obliged to fly, after they had killed one Spa-
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jjiard, and wounded feven others, amongft whom
was the lieutenant.

Captain James Triftan, whom the admiral had
fent afhore with the boat, and who appeared juft as

the Indians were obliged to retire into the wood,

flood an idle fpeftator during the engagement,
without fuifering any of his men to land ; and,

the battle being over, rowed a full league up the

river to take in frefh water, at a place quite covered

with wood ; when the Indians fallying from the

grove in their canoes, attacked him with a fhower

of javelins, and though the captain fuftained their

onfet with great gallantry, both he and the whole
boat's crew were foon ilain, one perfon only hap-

pening to fall over- board in the midft of the fray,

dived to the bottom, reached the Ihore, and palled

through the wood to the colony, where he gave

an account of the difafter.

The colony was fo terrified at this news, that

they would immediately have abandoned the fet-

tlement, and joined the admiral in the fhip he had
left them, had they not been prevented by the

lownefs of the water at the mouth of the river,

which was not fufficient to float their veiTe], and
the fea beat with fuch violence over the bar, that

no boat could be fent to the admiral with advice of

their diftrefs. He himfelf rode in a very danger-
ous open road without his long boat, and was ig-

norant of the unhappy fate of the captain and his

crew, until he had the mortification to fee their bo-

dies driving down the river, covered with wounds
and preyed upon by a number of carion crows.

This melancholy fpe^acle fpread great defpon-
dence amongft his people, who concluded tiiat the

whole colony had periflied. Mean while the In-

dians, elated at the advantage they had gained,

returned to the attack of the fettlement, which
they carried on day and night without inter-
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miflioii, fo that every Spaniard muft have fallen a

facrifice to their refentmentj had they not removed
to an open ftrand, where they formed a baricado

of cafksand other lumber, and planted their can-

non in fiich a manner as to make great bavock

among the enemy, who became terrified at thofe

dreadful inftruments of flaughter.

The admiral waited ten days for fair weather,

in order to fend the only boat that now remained

for intelligence, and to add to thefe vexations fe-

veral of the Indian prifoners who were confined in

the hold burll open the hatches in the night, leapt

into the fea and fwam afliore, and thofe that re-

mained, being difappointed in their hopes of efcap-

ing in the fame manner, hanged themfelves, by
which means they had no hoftages, by whom they

might make a peace with Qui bio.

As the weather ft ill continued boifterous, and
the Spaniards on board grew extremely impatient

to learn the fate of their companions, one of the

lailors offered to fwim alhore, provided he might
be carried in the boat to the place where the furf

began to run high. This propofal, which was

gladly embraced by the Admiral, was foon put in

execution, and thefailor having obtained fufficient

intelligence from the colony, fwam off again, and

gave a circumftantial account of all that had hap-

pened, and of the particulars of the divifions and

diffentions which hadnovxr arifen amongft the men,

who paid no regai'd to Don Bartholomew's autho-

rity, and were unanimous in nothing but their re-

folution to leave the place. They defired to be im-

mediately taken on board, and refolved, if that

was refufed them, to put to fea in their own rotten

vellels, iince they had rather truft to the mercy of

the waves, than continue expofed to the refent-

ment of the favages. Upon this Cokmibus agreed

to fend for them, and the weather becoming fa-
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vourable, they left the country, taking with them
all their goods and elFe^ls in the boat and fome ca-

noes, which they laflied together, leaving nothing

behind them but the hulk of the lliip, which was
unfit for fervice.

The company being thus to their mutual joy,

re-aflcmbled, the admiral failed to the eaftward as

far as Porto-Bello, where he was obliged to leave

one of his (hips, which was fo leaky and worm
eaten that fhe could not proceed, and continued
his courfe until the lothof May, when he obferved

two fmall iilands, Y^hich he named Tortugas, from
the great number of turtle found there. Then
continuing his courfe thirty leagues to the north-

ward, he arrived at the iflands called Jardin de la

Reyna, or the Queen's Gardens, ten leagues to

the fouth of Cuba, by which time the fhi{)s were fo

leaky, that the mien were harrafled by working at

the pumps, though, as they had fcarcely any pro-

vifions left, they were but little able to fupportfuch
fatigue. In this unhappy fituation they were over-

taken by a dreadtul ftorm, in which the fhip Ber-

muda ran foul of the admiral, and both were in

the greatell danger of being foundered, and the

fame night they narrowly efcaped being wrecked
upon fome fharp rocks.

The wind being at length abated, the admiral
filled to an Indian town on the coaft of Cuba, where
having purchafed fome refrelhments, he flood over
to Jamaica, pumping and bailing all the way, not-

withftanding which the water rofe up almoft to the
deck. In this fituation he put into an harbour
called Puerto Rueno, but finding no frefli water
there, fleered to the eaflward into another called

Santa Gloria, where finding it impoffible to keep
the fl-iips afloat, he ran them afhore, along fide of
each other, caufmg them to be proped up on each
fide to keep them upright, and Iheds to be made
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on the poop and forecaftle to fecure the failors from
the inclemencies ot the weather and the attempts
of the Indians.

He here made it his ftudy to oblige the natives,

who reforted in great numbers to the (hips with
what they had to barter, and appointed two per-

fons to fuperintend the market, and prevent frauds

or abufes, as well as to divide what was purchafed

equally among the failors. This regulation was
both agreeable to his own men and to the Indians,

who exchanged two fmall animals like rabits for a
bit of tin, and two of their cakes of bread for two
green or yellow beads, and things of greater va-

lue for a hawk's bell ; and fometimes a Cacique or

other confiderable perfon had aprefent of a pair of

fciflars, or a fmall looking glafs.

The admiral having confulted with the officers

on the bell means of leaving that ifland, it was
agreed to fend an account of their fituation to

Nicholas deObando, governor of Hifpaniola, and ^
to Alonzo Sanchez de Carvajal, the admiral's fador
there, to defire that a fliip might be freighted, and
fent to their relief at the admiral's expence. Two
canoes were chofen for this dangerous expedition^

in one of which James Mendes de Segura, the ad-

miral's chief fecretar}^ embarked, with fix Spani-

ards and ten Indians to row it, and Bartholomow
Fiefco, a Genoefe gentleman, went with the fame
number of hands on board the other, with order^i

to return immediately with the news of their fafej

arrival. They then rowed to the eaftermoft point]

of Jamaica, under the condu6t of the admiral's bro-

ther, who took care to fupply them with every]

thing neceffary for the voyage, which was a veryi

extraordinary one to be performed by canoes,

fince the diftance between the twoiflands amount-
ed to thirty- three leagues, without any intervening

land, except a fmall rock or ifland about eight
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leagues from the coaft of Hifpaniola. Don Bar-
thoioinew made them wait for a calm, and then or-

derhig theui to profecute their voyage, ftaid until

they were out of fight.

They launched out at night, the Indians who
rowed fometimes leaping into the water to cool

thernfeives, and then returning to the oar again.

The lecond day after their departure they all

began to be much tired ; but the two chiefs en-
couraged the men, adviiing them to eat in order to

recover their ftrength. The Indians, being heated

by the fun and by labouring at the oar, foon
emptied their calibafhes of water, and the heat
increafing, their thiril increafed with it, fo that by
noon they had no ftrength left. They were then
relieved by the commanders frequently giving them
fomething to drink out of their rundlets, which
fupported them until the cool of the evening.
They were fjon greatly diftreifed with the appre-

henfion that they had loft their way, and had
miffed a little liland eight leagues from Hifpaniola,

where they expected to refreili themfelves: and
that afternoon they threw an Indian over-board,

who died with thirft ; others lay ilretched out and
quite difabled, while the reft expe61ed death, who
held fait- water in their mouths to cool them; but
could receive no comfort from it.

They proceeded the fecond night without feeing

the ifland, until the moon riftng it was happily
difcovered, Vvhen they ail joined in encouraging
the Indians, fliewed them the land, and gave them
fmall lips of water, which fo revived their fpirits,

that by break of day they arrived at the ifland.

They however found it to be a folid rock about
half a league in compafs, without a ftngle tree or
fpring of water

; yet going about from one cliff to

^jnother, they collected in the hollows more than
was neCeiiary to quench their thirfts; for being

VOL. I. S
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fcorched with draught, they drank fo much that

iome of the poor Indians died upon the fpot, and
others fell fick. There they ftaid until the after-

noon, and having refted and refrefhed themfelves

with the fhell-fifh they picked up along the lliore,

went on board in the evening, and fteered to the

neareft land of Hifpahiola, where they arrived

early in the morning. Fiefco, having refted two
days, was delirous of returning to the admiral^c-

cording to his promife, but was obliged to delift,

becaufe neither the failors nor Indians would ac-

company him in the voyage. Mendes, though he
laboured under a quartan ague, occalioned by his

fulFerings at fea, immediately fet out for Xaragua,i
where he informed the governor of the admiral's

lituation, and, after much importunity, obtained
leave to purchafe a Ihip at St. Domingo.
To return to the ifland of Jamaica : Soon after

the departure of the canoes, the men who were
left behind began to grow lickly, in confequence
of a change of provifions, and the fatigue they had
fuffered, whence a fpirit of difcontent diffufed it-

felf among them. They now privately murmured
and caballed againft the admiral, whom they ac-

cufed of being the caufe of all their misfortunes.

The chief promoters of thefe difcontents were two
brothers whofe names were Porras, one of whom
had been captain of the Ihip Bermuda, and the

other purfer of the fleet. And thefe having gained
over forty-eight of the men, refolved to declare

their intentions. Accordingly on the 2d of Ja-
nuary, 1504, captain Francis de Porras, whom
they had chofen for their leader, went upon the

quarter-deck, and addreffing himfelf to the admiral,

alked, * what is the reafon, my lord, that you will

not return to Spain, but keep us here to perifh.?'

From this infolent queftion Columbus readily fuf-

p(<5led that a mutiny was formed, and very calmly
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replied, that he did not fee how it was poffible for

them to return to Spain, until they were affifted

by a veHel from Hifpaniola, and that they well

knew, he had already, by their unanimous advice,

fent for a fhip, and if they had any better method
to offer, they might propofe it. Francis de Porras

replied, that there was no need of much advifmg,
and that he might embark immediately or ftay be-

hind, and then turning his back, added, I will

go to Spain with all that will follow me, and
being immediately feconded by all the mutineers,

after caufmg much confulion on board the lliip,

feized ten canoes which the admiral had bought of

the Indians, and being joined by many who were
lick, went to the eaftern point of Jamaica, whence
Mendes and Fiefco had departed for Hifpaniola.

In their way they committed all manner of out-

rages upon the poor Indians, whom they adyifed

to apply for redrefs to the admiral, and to put him
to death if he refufed to give them fatisfa6tion

,

adding that his defign in flaying wa^ to involve

them in fuch miferies as he had already entailed

upon the inhabitants of the other illands.

Having reached the point, they attempted to

pafs over to Hifpaniola with fome Indians whom
they had compelled to go on board every canoe to

ferve as rowers ; but they had not got four leagues

from land, when the wind which was contrary be-

ginning tofrellien, and the lea to rife, they thought
fit to lighten the canoes, which were heavy laden,

by throwing what they had over- board, except
fome provilions, water, and their arms, and at

laft the poor Indians that rowed. Thefe unhappy
people fwam until they were weary, and then hung
by their canoes to recover themfelyes, when the

barbarous ruffians cut off their hands^ and thus
eighteen of thefe poor creatures perilhed, and none
would have efcaped, had not thefe inhuman mpp?
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fters for their own fakes kept a few to row them
back to Jamaica.

On their returning aOiore, fonie were for taking

the advantage of the eafterly wind and currents

for paffing over to Cuba, whence they would have

a fhort cut to Kifpaniola : others for returning and
making peace with the admiral, or depriving him.

by force of all he had in his poileilion. But it was
agreed by a majority of voices, that they fnould

wait for a calm, and thfen make another attempt

to pafs dire6lly to Hifpaniola. They ftaid a month
or fix weeks waiting for this opportunity at an In-

dian town near that cape, during which they

plundered the poor natives ; but having made two
unfuccefsful efforts to penorm the voyage, quitted

their canoes, and rambled from place to place,

fometimes bartering with the people for provifions,

and fometimes taking them by force,

Chriftopher Columbus exerted all his addrefs to

remove the bad impreilions made by the mutineers

on the minds of the Indians, by which means he

engaged them to fupply him with provifions, and
at the fame time employed his humanity in the re-

lief of the fick, all of whom recovered: but his

being confiantly fupplied Vvith provifions pro-

diicing a fcarcii:y amongfi; the Indians, who.fowed
little more than was juft necefHiry for their fubfift-

ence, they brgan to grow rcmifs in their attend-

ance, and he being no longer plentifully fupplied,

more of his men revolted, and the natives who
were already fiocked with the commodities brought
by the Spaniards, no longer confidcred Columbus
as in a fituation that ccnnnanded refpe(5lor obedi-

ence.

In this dilemma the admiral fell upon a very ex-

traordinary expedient for retrieving his chara6ter

and affairs with thefe favages. As he knew that

there would be an ecliple of the moon v/ithin thrct?
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days, be fent an Indian of Hifpaniola, who was
on beard and fpoke Spanifh, to ajGlemble the

Cacique and principal men of thatdiftri^l, in order

to confer with them on an affair on which they

were nearly concerned, and they obeying thefum-
mons the day before the eclipfe, he told them by
his interpreter, that he and his people were
chriftians, and believed in God who created

Heaven and Earth, rewarded the righteous and
punillied the wicked, and therefore would not fuifer

the rebellious Spaniards to pafs over to Hifpaniola,

though he had condu6led Mendes and Fiefco to

that iiland : that the fame Almighty Being was
difpleafed at the Indians for negle(5ting to fupply
his diftrefled fervants with provilions in exchange
for their commodities, and was therefore deter-

mined to puniili them with peililence and famine,

as a proof of which God would give a token of his

anger in the iky, and that very night they fhould

fee the moon riling with a bloody afpe^t to point

out the punifliment God would infiid upon them.
This predi6iion had different eifeds upon the

Indians, fome cf whom went away in a fright,

while others laughed at it as an idlefiory ; but on
their perceiving the moon a61:ua!ly eclipled, and
darknefs encreafing as llie rofe, they were univer-
faily filled with confternation, and running from
all quarters loaden with provifions, intreated the
admiral to intercede with God, and prevail on him
to be no more angry with them, and that for the
future they would take care to fupply all his wants.
The admiral replied, that he w^ould offer up his

prayers for them, and then fliutting himfelf up
till the eclipfe was at the height and ready to de-
creafe, told them that he had been offering up his

petitions to Heaven for their prefervation ; and
that God hath been fo good as to forgive them, on
their prcmife of being kind and hofpitable to the
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chriftians, and as a teftimony of his forgivenefs

they fhould fee the moon by degrees refume her

former fplendor. In ihort, the Indians perceiving

the eciipfedifappear^ praifed the God of the chrif-

tians, returned the admiral many thanks, and
continued to fupply him plentifully with provi-

fions ; tor though fome of them had formerly feen

fuch eclipfes, they all thought it impoffibie to fore-

tel them, without an immediate correfpondence

with the Deity, and therefore confidered Colum-
bus as in a peculiar manner the favourite of

Heaven.
Eight months having elapfed, fince the depar-

ture of Mendes and Fiefco, without the admiral's

obtaining the Icaft intelligence of them, the peo-

ple, fuppofing they had either perilhed at fea, or

been killed by the Indians of Hifpaniola in their

way to St. Domingo, began to be extremely de-

jected, and their fears were confirmed by a canoe
which they found overfet and driven by the cur-

rent upon the coaft. Thefe apprehenfions encreaf-

ing, at length produced a fecond confpiracy, head-

ed by one Bernard, an apothecary of Valencia,

and two of his companions, who, in imitation of

the other mutineers, forming a fcheme for defert-

ing the admiral : but its execution was prevented

by the arrival of a velTel fent by the governor,

of Hifpaniola. The captain, Vv'hofe name was

James de Efcobar, having come to anchor near the

wrecks, came in his boat to deliver a letter with

compliments from the governor, and prefented

the admiral with a caik of wine and two flitches

of bacon, and thefe being delivered, Efcobarweigh-

ed anchor and failed back the fame evening.

Columbus was greatly mortified at his abrupt

departure ; but however made uie of this event, to

put an end to this fecond confpiracy ; for he told

the men, that as he had refolved not to go away
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v/ithoiit them, and as that little caravel was not

fufficient to carry them all, Efcobar went away fo

luddenly that he might lofe no time in bringing

them relief. This declaration had fuch an e&6i
upon the confpirators, that they immediately laid

aiide all thoughts of their deiigns ; but the true

reafon of the Ihip's arrival was, that Lares, gover-

nor of Hifpaniola, was apprehenfive that the ad-

miral would, upon his return to Spain, be re-in-

ftated in his government, and had fent Efcobar to

obferve his fituation, and whether he might not

eafily be dellroyed. However, from this caravel

Columbus received certain intelligence of the fife

arrival of Mendes and Fiefco at Hifpaniola, and
did not doubt but that in confequence of their re-

monftrances, he fliould be fpeedily relieved.

The admiral being delirous of reducing the mu-
tineers who had behaved in fo fcandalous and bafe

a manner, rather by fair means than by force, fent

two perfons to acquaint them with the advice he
had received, to delire them to return and to let

them know, that, in that cafe, no notice fliould be
taken of what had happened : but Francis de For-
ras, dreading the confequences of a re-union, met
thefe meflTengers at a diftance, and anfwered, that

they would not truft the admiral ; but would be-

have themfelves peaceably in theifland if he would
promife to procure a fliip to carry them off. Or if

he had but one, affign one half of it to them for

their own conveyance, and give them an half Ihare

of the cloaths and commodities that were ftill in

his polTeffion, fince they had loft all their own ef-

fects, otherwife they would come and take the
whole by force of arms. As for the caravel from
Hifpaniola, they afferted it was only a delufion,

which the admiral, who was a great migician, had
raifed by enchantment.
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The mutineers actually refolved to put their

threats in execution, and marched to an Indian
village within a quarter of a league of the wrecks,

when the 'admiral being informed of their delign,

fent his brother with 50 men well armed to ex-

poftulate with them and perfuade them to return

to their duty; but to refrain from all ads of hoftiii-

ty till they fhouid be firit attacked. Don Bar-
tholomew polled hmifelfon a riling ground within

bow-fliot of the mutineers, and then fent the tuo
meflengers the admiral had employed before to

offer terms of peace ; but the mutineers treating

this condefcenfion ds the effedl of fear, they fell

upon his men with great confidence of vi6tory :

fix of the boldeft men having folemnly fworn to

light their way to the lieutenant, whofe death they

hnagined would difconcert his followers. How-
ever they were difappointed, for at the very firft

charge five of them were (lain. Francis de Porras

boldly fingled out the lieutenant, and at one blow
clove his target down to his hand, which he woun-
ded : but not being able fuddenly to recover

his fword was made prifoner, after his having re-

ceived feveral wounds. The lieutenant then
rufiied upon the enemy, and being feconded by
his men, obliged them to fly with precipitation,

and having obtained a compleat viftory, returned

to the wreck with a good number of priibners.

The next day the fugitives fent a petition to

the admiral, in which they confelTed their fault,

begged pardon, and promifed to ferve him faith-

fully for the future ; and this they folemnly fwore

to perform. The Admiral inftantly granted them
a free pardon, and took them again into his pro-

te<5lion; but to prevent future animofities, kept

Francis de Porras a clofe prifoner, and appointed a

proper perfon to command and lead them about

theiflandjin order the better to procure fubfiftence
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in exchange for the commodities with which he
caufed them to be fuppiied

In this poiture were affairs in Jamaica, where
the admiral had been a full year, when a fhip ar-

rived treid,hted by James Mendes, attended by a

caravel, and Columbus embarking with his whole

company on the 2 ill of June, I304, fet fail for

Hifpaniola, but the wind and current being con-

trary, they had a troublefome voyage, and did

not reach St. Domingo till the 13th of Auguil.

The governor with all the city went out to meet
him, paying him many compliments, and lodged

him in his own houfe, but this outward lliew of

refpe6l was mere atFe6tation, for he caufed Francis

de Porras to be fet at liberty, and threatened to

punilh thofe who had adhered to the admiral in his

greateft dangers.

Columbus being feniibleof the deceitful manner
in which he was treated, and of the true motives of

the governor's behaviour, chofe to conceal his re-

fentment, prepared for his departure, and on the

12th of September embarked on board a Ihip pro-

vided by his agents, and alfo took with him the

vefTel that had brought him and his people from
Jamaica ; but they were nofooner out of port than
the mainmaft of the lefler vellei came by the board.

Upon which he ordered her back to St. Domingo,
and continued his voyage in the other. He had
not however been long at fea before he met with a

violent tempeft, wherein all on board expelled
every moment to perilli, and in which they loft

their main mail ; but making a jury maft of the
yard, they continued their voyage, and after being
expofed to another ftorm that carried away their

foremaft, arrived at the port of St. Lucar.
Columbus upon his landing was greatly afflidt-

ed at the news of the death of his beft friend and
only patronefs, queen Ifabella ; for though king

VOL. I. T
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Ferdinand always treated him with fome degree

of refpeft, he well kneJAi-, that he was far trom
having any real kindnefs for him, or ever any in-

clination to do him juftice. That prince thought

the advantages he had ftipulated for himfelf were
too confiderable, and therefore, inftead of fulfilling

his engagement offered him a large eftate in Spam
in exchange for what was his due in the Weft-
Indies. Columbus, who was confined to his bed

was extremely difpleafed at this treatment : but
while he was endeavouring to obtain his juft de-

mands, his folicitations were interrupted by king

Ferdinand's taking a journey from Valladolid to

Laredo to wait for his fon-in-law king Philip, and
queen Johannah his daughter, and before Ferdi-

nand's return, Columbus's illnefs increafing, he

died on the 20th of May, 1506, aged fixty four.

His body was conveyed to the monaftery of the

Carthufians at Seville, where fome authors fay that

he was magnificently interred in the cathedral of

that city, and a monument ere6led to his memo-
ry, on which is the following infcription,

AC^STiLiA, YA Leon,
NtJEUo MuNDo Dio Colon.

In Englifli.

To Caftile and Leon,
Columbus gave a New World.

Others afTert that his body was carried from the

above monaftery to the city of St. Do-mingo in

Hifpaniola, and that he lies interred in the chan-

cel of the cathedral, which may probably be true,

notwithftanding the above monument erected to his

honour at Seville.

Thus died this truly great man, who was the

fon of a woolcomber, of Congureto a village in

the territory of Genoa : by his abiiitieshe not only

raifcd himlelf and his family to nobility, but ren-

dered himfelf by his difcoveries the greateft man of
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the age in which he lived. He was however in

many refpefts treated with ingratitude both by
the king and thofe who were under his own com-
mand, and it is no fniall blemilh to king Ferdi-

nand's charadter, that he did not do juftice to his

merit, but always meanly endeavoured to falfify

his engagements with him. To Columbus juilly

belonged the honour of giving a name to the new
World, which from him ought to have been called

Columba, while the name or America was bellow-

ed on what he difcovered from that of Americus
Vefpucius, who had no juft title to that honour.

Columbus by difcovering a new world, opened new
fources of commerce ; he fettled Hifpaniola ; took

a view of Cuba ; vifited and refided for a confider-

able time in Jamaica ; bellowed the name of St.

John on the illand of Porto Rico ; and difcovered

almoft all that could be properly called the Weft-
Indies. He indeed but barely faw the continent,

but then he faw both parts of it, and the ifthmus

that unites them ; and left behind him fchemes for

extending thefe difcoveries, and conjectures on the

confequences that might attend them.
W"e lliall conclude this account with a difcrip-

tion of his perfon, and the chara6ler given of him
by a Spanilh hiftorian juftly efteemed for his fide-

lity. '' Columbus was tall of ftature, had a long
*' vifage and a majeftic afpe6l, an acquiline nofe,
'^ grey eyes, and a clear and ruddy complexion.
*' When young his hair and beard were fair ; but
*' the many hardfliips he fullered foon turned them
" grey. He was a man of wit and pleafantry, was
*^ eloquent in difcourfe, and yet moderately grave.
" His affability to ftrangers, and his difcreet con--

" verfation, gained him the atfeClion of every in-
^' genuous mind ; he had an air of authority and
*' grandeur that attracted refpe<5i:. He was very
'^ ftri6t in religion according to the mode of his
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** country, and obliged fuch as were under his

** command to fhew at leaft a decent regard to it.

^' He had an earneft concern for the converfion
*' of the Indians, and endeavoured as much as was
*' in his power to allure them, by obliging the
'^ Spaniards to lead a life in fome meafure agreeable
f( to the faith they profeffed. He was a man of
^' undaunted courage ; was fond of great enter-
^' prizes ; temperate in eating and drinking, and
^' modeft in his drefs ; he was patient, and ready
*f to forgive wrongs, and only defirous that offen-

*' ders Ihould be fenfible cf their faults. He re-

^^ mained unmoved amidft the rnany troubles and
*' adverlities that attended him, ever relying on
^^ the Divine Providence. In fliort, had he in
*'' much earlier times performed fo wonderful an
<^^ enterprize as the difcovery cf the new World, he
*' would probably have had not only ftatues and
^' tem^ples ere61ed to his honour, but fome liar

'' would have been dedicated to him, as was done
" to Hercules and Bachus. However, his name
^f will be remembred as long as the world endures,'^
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Difcoveries of the Spaniards

FROM

THE DEATH OF COLUMBUS,
T O

CORTES's EXPEDITION.

CHAPTER I.

The State of Hifpaniola under the Government of Nicholas de

Obando. Porto Rico fettled by Juan Ponce de Leon. Don
Diego Columbus being m.ade Governor of Hifpaniola, forms

a Pearl Fifhery near thefmall Ifland of Cubagua.

A. T the death of Chriftopher Columbus,
Nicholas de Obando continued governor of Hif-

paniola, and diftinguifhed himfelf by making
draughts of the coafts from a furvey which he had
caufed to be taken, and by dividing the Indians

among the Spaniards, who coniidered them as

their vafTals. Gold was almoft their only purfuit,

and fuch quantities of that valuable metal were
found, that there were annually melted in the

ifland more than the value oi 150,000!. fterling,

and yet the treafure was far from enriching thofe

that were employed in amaffing it ; for the value

of the gold in Hifpaniola decrealing there in pro-

portion to its plenty, and as many lived luxuri-

oufly and upon credit, it vs^as often feized at the
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melting times for their debts, and was frequently

infufficient to fatisfy the demands of their creditor,s.

Mean while Juan Ponce de Leon, a Spanilh

gentleman, who had one of the provinces under
his command, being informed by the Indians that

St. John de Porto Rico was rich in gold, obtained

a licence from Obando for planting a colony in it.

In confequence of this he landed in the dominions
of the greateft Cacique in the ifland, with fbm^
Spaniards and Indians, and was kindly entertained

hy him and his relations, who, as a peculiar mark
of their friend ihip, changad names with him. 1 his

Cacique, at Ponce's deiire, conducted him all over

the ifiand, and fliewed him the rivers in which gold

was ufually found. Ponce afterwards left Ibme
Spaniards, whom he recommended to the Cacique

and his mother, and failing back to Hifpaniola,

carried famples of the gold to Obando; then re-

turning with frefh fupplies, he had the pleafure to

find, that thofe he had left had been well enter-

tained by a friendly Cacique during his abfence.

While Ponce de Leon was thus employed in

fettling Porto Rico, Obando was recalled, and Don
Diego Columbus came as his father's fucceffbr, to

take upon himfelf the government of Hifpaniola,

bringing with him from Spain a new Governor for

Porto Rico; but Ponce difputing his authority,

the young admiral fet them both afide, and ap-

pointed Michael Cerron Governor, and Michael

Diaz his lieutenant; ho\'vever, after this. Ponce,

by the intereft of his friend Obando, procured a

commilTion from Spain, and returning to Porto

Rico, ealily found pretences for feizing Cerron and
Diaz, whom hefent prifoners into Spain-, and then

profecuted his defign of conquering the iiland :

but though he found this a more difficult talk than

he had imagiiied, the poor Indians, at laft, in

fjjite of the kindnefs with which they had treated
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him, were fubdued, and entirely enflaved. Soon
after which Ponce de Leon was deprived of his

poll ; for Cerron and Diaz, prefenting a petition

to the court of Spain, and being ftrongiy fup-

ported by Columbus's intereffc, were fent back in

order to pollefs their former employments. Ponce,
being thus reduced to the ftate of a private man,
fitted out two Ihips for making new difcoveries,

and on the 2d of April, 15:12, fell in with land

unknown to the Spaniards, in the latitude of

30. 8. and believing it to be an ifiand, named it

Florida, from its beautiful appearance and many
pleafant groves, or from his difcovering it on
Eafter Sunday, which the Spaniards call Pafcha
Florida, it bemg the fineft feafon for flowers.

But to return to Porto Rico. The Indians of
that ifland were at length extirpated by the
cruelties of the Spaniards ^ but for what reafon is

very hard to fay, fince the gold which they had
been employed in gathering was all exhaufted.

The ifiand of Porto Rico is 120 miles in length
and fixty in breadth, and its northern coaft is in

the 1 8th degree of latitude, and its fouthern in

the 1 7th degree. The country confifts oFa pleafing

variety of hills and vallies, woods and meadows,
abounding in all the tropical fruits, and well wa-
tered with fprings and rivers ; but like other coun-
tries within the tropics, it has periodical rains and
ftorms, and hurricanes between midfummer and
Michaelmas.
At length Diego Columbus made a fettlement

on the ifland of Cubagua, which he named The
Iflmd of Pearls, and eftablifhed a pearl fifhery on
the coaft, that foon became fo confiderable, that
in fome years the king's fifth of the pearls was va-
lued at 15,000 ducats.

This iiland, which is 300 leagues from Kifpa-
Siiolaj and is iituatedin about 10 d. north latitude.
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is three leagues in compafs, and has a dry and
barren foil that produces no grafs, and affords only

a few guiacum trees and Ihrubs. It had no land

animals, except a few quadrupeds like rabbits,

and no birds but fuch as are proper to the fea,

which is not at all extraordinary, as it has not a

lingle fpring of frelh water.

CHAPTER XL

Alonzo de Hojeda and Diego de Nicueffa, obtaining patents for

making new difcoveries, fail for the Weft-Indies. Hojeda,

landing at Carthagena, and marching into the country, has

many of his men cut off, and he himfelf narrowful efcapes

;

but is aflifted and revenged by Nicuefla, Hojeda afterwards

forms the fettlement of St. Sebaftian, which being unable to

fupport, he retires to Hifpaniola, where he dies of want, while

the colony is faved by the prudent advice of Nunez de Balboa.

S/Iean while Diego de Nicuefla plants the colony of Nombre
de Dios , but meets with many misfortunes and dies miferably.

A. BOUT this time Alonzo de Hojeda, who
had ferved under Chriftopher Columbus, peti-

tioning for a patent for making new fettlements,

obtained a promife of a grant of all that had been
difcovered on the continent. But Diego Nicueffa,

a man of greater wealth, interpofing, flopped the

grant, and obtained half of it for himfelf, the court

allowing the former all the country between cape

de la Vela and the gulph of Darien, under the

name of New Andalufia ; and the latter, the coun-

try from that gulph to cape Gracias a Dios, under

the name of Caflilia del Oro, or Golden Caftile,

without any mention being made in thefe grants of

Diego Columbus, to whom thofe countries of right
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belonged, on account of their being difcovered by
his father.

Each of thefe adventurers fitted out two vefTels,

with which they failed to St. Domingo, in Hifpa-

niola, where they quarelled about their refpeftive

rights; but their difputes being at length adjufted^

they left the ifland in the latter end of the year

15 10. Hojeda took on board Francis Pizarro,

who afterwards conquered Peru, and in a few days
arrived at Caraniari, lince called Carthagena,
where the Indians were prepared tooppofe him, on
account of the injuries they had received from
feveral Spanilh adventurers, who, under the pre-

tence of trading with them, had bafely feized, car-

ried off, and enflaved feveral of the natives.

Thefe people were of a large ftature, the men
wore their own hair down to their ears ; that of
the women was very long, and both fexes are very
expert at fhooting with the bow. Hojeda imme-
diately fent them a few priefts, with fome of the

Indians of Hifpaniola, who fpoke their language

;

thefe melfengers had orders to perfuade them to be
peaceable, and fubmittp the Spanifh yoke, and to

leave off their idolatry, cruelty, and other vice§ ;

though Hojeda refolved, in cafe they proved oblti-

nate, not only to make war upon them, but to

make them flaves.

Hojeda began to barter with them for gold, with
Spanilh toys; but finding they were preparing to

attack him, fell upon them, made a great {laugh-
ter, took fome prifoners, and found a fmall quan-
tity of gold in fome of the towns of which he
made himfelf mafter. He then marched to a town
four leagues within land, whither thofe had re-

tired who had efcaped from the laft battle. He
found them upon their guard armed with bow^Sj

poifoned arrows, rods which they threw like darts,
Iwords made of hard wood, and targets. He how-

VOL. I. U
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ever attacked the place, killed great numbers^

took fixty prifoners, whom he fent to the Ihips,

and continued to purfue thofe who fled. The
inhabitants of a town called Yarbaco, hearing of

his approach, withdrew with their efre6ls into the

mountains : thither the Spaniards came, but finding^

no body to oppofe them, put themfeives off their

guard, and difperfed about the country, which

being obferved by the Indians, they fell upon them
when they leaft expefted it, and the Spaniards-

being divided into fmail parties, were every where

cut off with flights of poifoned arrows. Hojeda

however, with leveral of his men, for fome time

maintained the fight, often kneeling the better to

cover himfelf with his target ; but at length feeing

moft of his people killed, he rullied through the

thickeft of the Indians, and running with great

fwiftnefs into the woods, proceeded towards the

fea in fearch of his fhips. John de la Cafa, Hojeda's

pilot and friend, got into a houfe where he detended

himfelf at the door until the Spaniards who were

with him were flain, and himfelf fo wounded as to|

be unable to ftand; when looking about him, he|

obferved a Spaniard ftill maintaining his ground,

whom he direded to fave himfelf by flight, and to

teil Hojeda all that happened. This advice the

man immediately followed; but Hojeda and he

were the only perfons that efcaped, all the reft,

amounting to feventy Spaniards, being ilain.

Happily for Hojeda, Nicueffa now appeared

with his two veffels on the coaft, and was no fooner

informed of what had happened, than he fent for

his rival, and generoufly told him, that in this

cafe they ought to forget their difputes, and only

to remember that they were Spaniards, and gen-

tlemen, and that he would therefore revenge his

lofs. They accordingly united, and landing 400

men, marched againll the Indians, burnt the town
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of Yarbaco, feizcd a vaft number of prifoncrs, and

as much gold as amounted to 7000 pieces of eight

to each of the commanders.
After this victory they parted in order to purfue

their feparate plans. Hojeda fixed a fettlement on
the ealtern promontory of the gulph of Darien,

and gave the town the name of St. Sebaftian ;

becaufe that faint being faid to be martyred by the

poifoned arrows of the infidels^ he thought him a

fit patron to defend him from the like weapons of

the Indians: But finding that the natives were
exafperated at his making a fettlement on the coaft,

he fent captain Encifo in one of the fhips to Hif-

paniola, with orders to bring him as large fupply

of men and provifions as polEble, and in the mean
time drew intrench ments about the town for his

own fecurity. However, as he foon wanted ne-

ceffaries, he was obliged to make excurfions into

the country, by which means many of his people

were killed by the poifoned arrows of the natives,

and the colony was reduced to a moil wretched
condition; for they had the profpe6l of being foon
familhed if they remained within their works, and
were fure of meeting with death if they ventured
out of them.

Juft as the Spaniards were reduced to defpair,

they with equal joy and amazement beheld a fliip

enter the port. It belonged to a pirate, named
Bernard de Talavera, and Hojeda immediately
buying the Ihip's cargo, treated the captain with

fuch civility, that he readily entered into his

fervice : but notwithftanding the greatnefs of this

unexpected relief, their provifions were foon con-

fumed ; the Indians became more troublefome than
before, and no fuccours arriving from H^ifpaniolaj

they were again reduced to defpair.

In this extremity, it was at length refolved that

Hojeda himfelf lliould fail to St. Domingo, in order
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to procure fupplies ; therefore leaving the colony
under the command of Francis Pizarro, he em-
barked on board the pirate vefTelj and put to fea,

but now behaving haughtily to captain Talavera,

the latter not only deprived him of all command,
but clapped him in irons. A dreadful ftorm how-
ever arifing, the crew, depending on his fkill, fet

him at liberty, and by his direftion faved their

lives, by running the Ihip aihore on the coaft of

Cuba, from whence there is a Ihort palTage to

Hifpaniola : but Talavera not daring to go thither,

prevailed on Hojeda to venture a voyage with him
to Jamaica in a canoe, which they were fo happy
as to perform.

After a fhort ftay at Jamaica, the governor, at

Hojeda's delire, fent him to St. Domingo, where
he found that captain Encifo had fet fail for St.

Sebaftian's; but his own credit was there fo low,

that notwithftanding his being one of the braveft

men that ever failed from Spain to America, he

foon died for want, and Talavera ftaying too long
at Jamaica, Columbus caufed him to be appre-

hended, tried, and hanged for piracy.

In this interval, Pizarro with the men under
his command quitted St. Sebaftian's and fleered to

Carthagena, where they had the happinefs to find

captain Encifo, who had juft arrived there with

two Ihips, and a confiderable reinforcement, and]

immediately returned with them to St. Sebaftian's
;|

but there they had the misfortune of being Ihip-

"wrecked, and of finding the town reduced to aihes.j

They however rebuilt it as well as they were able ;j

but though they faved out of the ftranded vefTels,!

as much of the provifions and other necellaries as!

poffible, they were foon again reduced to the^

utmoft diftrefs by war and famine, and, as before,

hunger frequently forced them out, while thej

natives conftantly drove them back with the lofs

I
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of feme of their men : but from this terrible diftrefs

they were relieved by the dexterity and prefence

of mind of a very extraordinary man brought by
Encifo.

Nunez or Nugnez de Balboa, a perfon of a good
family, great abilities, and a liberal education,

had formerly failed along that coaft wit;h Baftidas,

and had afterwards obtained a good fettlement in

Hifpaniola, where having committed fome irregu-

larities, he was in danger of being put to death.

In thefe unfortunate circumftances he caufed him-

felf to be put on board Encifo 's fhip in a bread cafk,

and after having remained there four days, ven-
tured at laft to make his appearance, when the fhip

was an hundred leagues at fea. The captain, who
had been ordered not to carry any offenders out of

the ifland, was extremely vexed at feeing him, and
threatened to fet him on fhore in the firfl defert

place he came at; but the principal perfons on
board interceding with him, Encifo was at lafl

pacified, and granted him his protedtion, which
however did not efface, from Nunez's memory,
the ufage he had received.

This perfon obferving that the company were in

defpair and knew riot how to a6l, endeavoured to

encourage them, by maintaining that they were
not in fb defperate a condition as they imagined

;

obferving that when he was upon this coaft before,

with Baftidas, they failed to the bottom of the
gulph, where they faw a very large town, fituated

in a fruitful foil, and in a fine climate ; that it was
indeed inhabited by warlike Indians; but as they
did not make ufe of poifoned arrows, he advifed
them to get off their flranded brigantines, and
endeavour to fail thither.

This advice being approved was immediately
followed ; and they failed to the river called by the
Indians Darien, where having viewed the place.
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they found every thing according to his defcrip-

tion. The inhabitants and their Cacique, being
informed that the Spaniards were coming, fecured

their wives and children, and with 500 men waited

for the invaders on a little hill; but the Spaniards

fell upon them, foon put them to flight, and then
proceeded to the town, which to their great joy
was full of proviiions. The next day they marched
up the ccuntry and the neighbouring mountains,
and found many houfes, but no inhabitants, they
being all fled. They however feized veflfels, houf-

hold goods, iliort petticoats of cotton, both fpun
and unfpun, and about 10,000 pieces of fine gold.

The fuccefs of this enterprize gained Nunez
much reputation, and he began to be in very high

efteem. Itv/asnow unanimouJSy agreed to fettle

a colony there, and to call it Santa Mariael Antiqua
del Darien, or St. Mary the Ancient of Darten.

The firft being a name of a church at Seville, and
the latter the Indian name of the river.

Nunez now fecrctly contrived, in concert with

his friends, to depofe Encifo ; who himfelf foon

forwarded his fchcme, by giving orders that no
man fliould trade with the Indians for gold, upon
pain of death ; which raifmg a fufpicicn that he

intended to monopolize the trade of that valuable

metal, they threw off all fubje6tion to him, alleg-

ing that his authority was expired. They now
chofe magiftrates like thofe in Spain ; Nunez de
Balboa and Zamadis were ele6ied alcades, and
Vaidivia was appointed Regidor ; but foon difliking

this ibrni ofgovernment, new debates arofe, which
v\/ere terminated by the arrival of Roderic Henri-
quezde Colmenares with two fliips, with proviiions,

military iiores, and 70 men on board.

This oiQcer, who was carrying fupplies to

Nicuefla, had put into a port at ^o or 60 leagues

diftance from this place, and fending his men on
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fliore to take in water, they were fuddeniy attacked

by 70 Indians, who wounded 45 of his people

with poifoned arrows, and ftaved ihe boat. The
Spaniards however fwam to the (liips, though ail

ot them died of their wounds except one. Seven

of the Spaniards however hid themfelves in a great

hollow tree, in order to fwim to the iliip at night

;

but thofe on board fuppofing they had been fiain,

fet Ml ibr the bay of Uraba, or Darien, in fearch

of NicuelTa. Col menares meeting noboby on the

eaft fide of the bay, where he expected to have

found either Hojeda's or Nicueila's men, he wag
much furprized, and fufpeclrted they were all dead ;

he however caufed fome pieces of cannon to be

fired, and fires to be lighted on tlie tops of the

rocks, which being obferved by the fettlement at

Santa Maria, they made lignals, upon which he

went to them, as we have already related, and
generoufly diftributing his provifions among them
without diftin^l'on, brought them to agree to fend

for Nlcueilii, in order to make liim their governor.

We (hall now return to Diego Nicuefia, who
after hib lieving Alonzode Hojeda, whom he had
fo generouily ailifted, met with a violent tenipeil:,

when Lopez de Olano, his lieutenant perceiving

the fhips feparated, formed the defign of fetting up
for himfelf, and leaving his patron to fliift as he
could; but this failing, he failed to Veragua, the

place of rendezvous, where he endeavoured to per-

fuade the people to abandon their original defign,

and to return to Rifpaniola, alleging that Nicueifa,

and the men on board with him, had dcubtlefs

periilied. Mean while a iliallop entered the port
with four men on board, who brought advice that

Nicueifa had been ftranded upon a unknown coaft ;

and having marched a great way with incredible

fatigue, was now on fhore with his followers in a

moit miferable condition. At hearirig this news



160 DISCOVERIES AFTER
Olano's heart relented, and he immediately dif-

patched the {hallop with provilions and refrefh-

ments, which faved NicuelFa and his men. from
perifhing with hunger ; but this feafonable relief

did not in the leaft foften that governor's refent-

inentagainft his lieutenant, whom he put in irons,

and threatened to fend him in that condition to

Spain.

NicueiTa now fettled a colony on the banks of
the river Belem or Bethlehem ; but foon became
in fach want of provifions, that leaving only a
part of his men there, he failed with the reft to

Forto-Bello ; when the Indians not futFering his

people to land, he was obliged to fteer two or three

leagues farther to the port called by Columbus the

Baftimentos, and as foon as he entered it cried out
Paremos aqui en il Nombre de Dios ; that is,

let usftayhere in the name of God ; whence the

place was called Nombre de Dios. Then imme-
diately landing, he began to ere6t a fortrefs.

NicueiTa, being foon reduced to the fame fituation

as in the former colony, was obliged to fend one
of his velfQl^ to Hifpaniola, to intreat Columbus
to grant hmi fome affiftance ; but fcarce was the

vellel failed, when that with Colmenares arrived

with the above meirage. This captain was fo

amazed at feeing NicueiTa and his people lean,

ragged and bare-footed, that he could not forbear

Ihedding tears, efpecially at hearing how many
had died, and the great difafter they had fuftained,

and therefore immediately endeavoured to comfort

NicueiTa, by telling him that the people of Santa

Maria defired he would come and govern them,
that they pofTefled a pleafant and fertile country,

had plenty of provifions, and were in no want of

gold

NicueiTa, now recovering his fpirits, returned

thanks to heaven for this unexpe(?ted news ; but
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foon forgetting his own miferable condition, and
that thefe people had voluntarily made him an
otFer of becoming their governor and prote6lor,

he was To imprudent as publickly to declare, that

he would take all their gold from them, and punilh

them for landing within the limits of his grant.

Nor was this his only error; for being defirous of

viewing fome iflands that lay in the way, he fufFered

a caraval to fail before him, in which were perfons

who acquainted the colony with thefe ungenerous
exprelfions ; upon which they changed their refo-

lutions, and refolved not to fuffer him to come
among them.

NicueiTa, having fpent eight days among the
iflands was greatly furprized on his anchoring at

the landing place at Santa Maria, to find many of
the Spaniards on fhore, and at his being ordered
by one of them, in the name of all the reft, to

return to Nombre de Dios. He delired they
would hear him, and for that purpofa the next
day came on fhore, when the people attempted to
feize him, he cfcaped by flight. NicuelFa now
entreated that in cafe they would not ^cept him
for their governor, he might be at leaft admitted
as a companion ; which they refufing, he begged
the}' would keep hmi as a prifoner, fince he had
rather die than to go back to ftarve at Nombre de
Dios. But notwithltanding this, they cruelly

forced him and about feventeen of his men into an
old rotten bark, with orders to return to the place
fi^om whence they came, on pain of being funk
where they were. There is no doubt of their

having complied with this inhuman order, but
with what fuccefs is uncertain ; for they were never
feen afterwards. A ftory was however current in

the Weft Indies, that the Spaniards, on their com-
ing to fettle themfelves in Cuba, found the
following infcription cut on the b?a^k of a large

'^OL. I. X
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tree. '*" Here the unfortunate Nieuefla finilhed his

** miferies and his life together."

After the departure of this unhappy man, Nunez
de Balboa diftinguilhed himfelf as a prudent gover-

nor ; he made great difcoveries ; was the firll

European that faw the fouth fea, and prepared the

way for the conqueft of Peru. As his hiftory has

therefore a clofe connexion with that conqueft, we
fhall place it immediately before our account of

that great event.

CHJPTER III.

Diego Columbus fends Diego Velafquez to plant a colony in

Cuba. A difcription of that ifland.

JL HOUGH the governments beftowed
upon the above adventurers, were fo many viola-

tions of the juft rights of the admiral Don Diego
Columbus, he was very much blamed for not
endeavouring to affift them to the utmoft of his

power, and his enemies made ufe of this complaint

at the court of Spain, which always looked upon
him with jeaioufy, and therefore readily liftened

to any accufation brought againft him. Of this

the admiral was fo fenfible, that he left no ftone

unturned to fecure to himfelf thofe countries to

which he had juft pretenfions, from the contract

made with his father.

Being informed at the beginning of the year

151 1, that the court was very deiirous of having

a colony planted in the great ifland of Cuba, he
rcfolved to be before hand with them, and to fend

a body of men thither under the command of a

perfon whom he could truft; that having a lieute-
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nant there of his own, the court might have no
pretence for making a grant of it to any more
adventurers, as they had done of that part of the

continent difcovered by his father, and even of the

ifland of Jamaica ; which however he had reco-

vered. For this purpofe he made choice of James
Velafquez, the wealthieft and moft efteemed of all

the firft Spanifli inhabitants of Hifpaniola.

Before we proceed it may not be improper to

obferve, that the province of Guatiaba lying next
to Cuba, and the diftance between the two points

being only i8 leagues, many of the Indians of Hif-

paniola had palTed over in their canoes, and among
them a Cacique of the province of Guatiaba, called

Hatuey, a man of bravery and prudence, who took
as many of his men as poffible, and fettled on the

neareft country called Mayci, where he treated the

people as fubjefts, and not as Haves. This Cacique,
fearing that the Spaniards would one time or other
pafs into Cuba, kept fpies in order to know what
was done in Hifpaniola. Being at length inform-
ed of the admiral's defign, he alTembled the
moft warlike of his people, and putting them in

mind of the many fufFerings they had endured
under the Spaniards, told them that they commit-
ted thefe outrages for the fake of a great Lord of
whom they were very fond, and whom he would
lliew them ; then taking fome gold out of a little

palm tree baiket, added, '' This is the Lord whom
" they adore, him they follow, and as you have
"" already heard they are coming hither in fearch
*' of him : let us therefore make a feftival and
*' dance to him that when they come he may
*' order them not to hurt us." They accordingly
began to ling and dance ; for their dances, like

thofe of Hifpaniola, were performed to the mufick
of their fongs. At length Hatuey reminded them,
that though they lliould conceal this Lord of the
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chriftians in their very bowels, the Spaniards

would find him out, and that they fliould therefore

calt hira into the midft of the river, which was
accordingly done.

The Spanifh inhabitants of Hifpaniola were no

fooner informed that Diego Velafquez was going

to plant a colony in Cuba, than many ot them
refolved to accompany him, and about 300 men
aifembied in the town of Salvatierra de la Zavana,

at the extremity of Hifpaniola, in order to embark
on board four (hips. From thence they failed in

November 1 5 1 1 , and landed at a port called

Palina, in the territories of the Cacique Hatuey,

who flood on his defence, taking advantage of the

woods where the Spaniards could make no ufe of

their horfes. After two months fpent in this

manner, the Indians concealed themfelves in the

thickeft parts of the forefls ; but whenever they

appeared they were hunted like wild beafts by

the Spaniards, who carried all they took to Velaf-

quez;, when that commander diftributed them
among his men, not as Haves but as fervants.

Hatuey withdrew into the moft inaccellible places ;

but at length had the misfortune to be taken and

carried to Velafquez, who had the cruelty to caufe

that unhappy Cacique to be burnt alive : upon
which all the province of Mayci fubmitted ; for

after this inhuman example of feverity, none of

the Indians dared to oppofe him. Velafquez now
began to think of dividing the native Indians

among the Spaniard, as Obando had done by thofe

in Hifjianiola, and for that purpofe he founded a

town at an harbour in the north fide of the illand,

at a place called by the natives Barracoa, and
here the iirft: colony in the illand was fettled.

On its being known in Jamaica that Velafquez

was in Cuba, many of thofe who were with Juan

de Efquibel, Columbus's lieutenant, allied leave
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to go over and ferve under him, among whom
was Pamphiiio de Narvaez, a gentleman well

born, who brought thirty archers under his

command, and having a graceful perfon ^nd an
eafy addrefs, was well received by Velafquez, who
fent him with his thirty men to the province of

Bayamo, a fine open country at fifty leagues difr

tance. On the road he and his fmall party were
attacked in the night at an Indian town, by a con-

fiderable body of the natives; but mounting a

mare which he had brought with him, they were
fo frightened at the fight of that noble animal,

and at hearing the belis which at that time were
part of the trappings of the Spanifli horfes, that

they fled far into the country, and Velafquez

fending a detachment to join Narvaez, he with

the greateft eafe became abfolute mafter of that

province.

The fine and extenfive illand of Cuba, which is

fituated between 20 d. and 23d. north latitude, is

upwards of 800 miles in length from eaft to weft,

and generally about feventy broad. It lies about
fifty miles weft of Hifpaniola, and feventy-five

north of Jamaica. To the fouth are a great number
of fmall ifiands, to which Chriftopher Columbus
gave the name of the Queen's Garden, and to the

north are a fiiialler number, which Velafipez

named the King's Garden. The whole illand of

Cuba is very pleafant, and more temperate than

Hifpaniola. On the eaftermoft point there are

mountains of a very great height, which extend
ninety miles, and through the middle runs a ridge

of hills from eaft to weft, from whence very fine

rivers and brooks flow down both to the north and
the fouth, through the plain champaign countries

which lie on the coaft, until after a Ihort courfe

they difcharge themfelves on each fide into the lea.

It has many fine harbours, particularly on the
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fouthern coaft, where there are that of St. Jago in

the form of a crofs; that of Xaquas, to which the

fiiips pafs through a narrow mouth not above a

crofs-bow ihot over, and then turn into the open
part, which is about ten leagues in compafs, and
where there are three fmall iflands, fo lituated that

fliips may be faflened to ftakes fixed in the ground,
under Ihelier of the mountains, and lie fafe from
the wmds bJovviiig from any part of the compafs.

On the north fide are alfo feveral good harbours,

the beft of which is that now called the Havannah.
When this liland was firft planted, it was fo

covered with woods that a perfon might travel

near 690 miles under trees of various forts, and
particularly red cedars, out of the trunks of which
the natives made canoes able to contain fifty or

fixty perfbns. They had alfo ftorax trees, and
wild vines, the ftems of which were as thick as a

man's body, and a variety of fruit trees ; yet there

were greater quantities of Indian corn here, than
in any other part of the Weft- Indies. At the ar-

rival of the Spaniards it was flocked with abund-
ance of birds, particularly a fort of pigeons, par-

tridges, flamingoes, and parroquets ; of thefe laft

there were inHnite multitudes, which when young
were efteemed excellent food : there were few land

animals, except a kind of rabbits, like thofe of

Hfpaniola; but on the other hand there were
abundance of excellent tortoife or fea-turtle, and
both the fea and rivers abounded with plenty of

After the Spaniards had been fettled there fome
time, they found confiderable quantities of gold

in the rivers, fome of which was very pure, but

the greateft- part was of lefs value than that of Hif-

paniola, or Porto Rico. Though the original in-

habitants were very numerous, they have been

long fince deftroyed by the cruelty of the Spa-
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niards. St. Jago in the fouth part of the ifland is

efteemed the capital ; but the Havannah on the

north-weft is by far the moft coniiderable place^

on account of its trade, and its being the annual

rendezvous of the galeons on their return to Spain.

CHAPTER IV.

The difcoveries made on the continent, under the command of

Diego de Velafquez, by Francis Hernandez de Cordova his

lieutenant. The misfortunes Cordova meets with, and the

hardfliips he fuffers until his return to Cuba, where he dies.

JLJON Diego or James de Velafquez, having
reduced the beft part of Cuba, and planted feveral

Spaniih colonies upon that ifland, began to be
very defirous of ihaking off the authority ofadmiral
Diego Columbus, under whom he had hitherto

adled. The admiral being now recalled to Spain
oppofed this projed to the utmoft of his power

;

but he had fo little influence at that ungrateful
court, that he was unable to carry his point; for
though Velafquez was ftill left accountable to him
for the exercife of his authority, yet he was not
allowed to recall him without the confent of the
crown, which fo well anfwered Velafquez's purpofe,
that he refoived immediately to execute a proje6t
he .had long meditated, of fitting out iliips for

making difcoveries ; and no fooner were his inten-

tions known, than numbers of the Spaniih planters,
who were grown rich, offered to contribute large
fums towards carrying it into execution, among
whom was Francis Hernandez de Cordova, a perfon
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of great wealth and bravery, who offered to go as

captain, which was granted.

Cordova, having fitted up two Ihips and a

brigantine, took no foldiers on board, and failed

from the Havannah on the 8th of February 15 17.

After being twenty-two days at fea, during which
they lay by in the night, they fawland, and from
then^ fliips obferved a la^ge town at about two
leagues from the coaft. As they drew near, two
canoes full of men appeared ; the Spaniards hailed

them ; and thirty Indians went on board the com-
modore drelled in jackets without lleeves, and with

pieces of cloth wrapped about their waifts. The
Spaniards gave them meat, wine, and firings of

beads, after which the Indians retiring, made
ligns that they would return the next day with

more canoes to carry the Spaniards on Ihore, feem-

ing much to admire the fliips, the men, their

beads, clothes arms, and every thing they had
never feen before.

The next day the Indians returned with twelve

canoes, on board of which was the cacique, who
cried out Conez catoche, or come to my boufe, from
whence that place received the name of Cape Ca-

toche. The Spaniards then entering their boats

and the canoes, took their arras and went afhore,

where an infinite number of the natives waited to

fee them : Cordova even refolved to attend the ca-

cique to his houfe, in order to take a view of the

country ; but entering a wood, the cacique gave a

fignal, and inftantly a multitude of men iTarted

from an ambufcade in which they had been conceals

ed. They were drefTed in jackets of quilted cot-

ton tofecure them from being wounded by arrows,

and had wooden fworJs edged with flint, fpears,

bows and arrows, flings and targets: their faces

were painted of feveral colours, and on their heads

they wore plumes of leathers ; thefe giving a loud
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fnout, difcharged a fhower of ftones and arrows,

and then rulliing on the Spaniards, fought with
much refolution, untill being difordered by the dif-

charge of the muikets and crofs-bows, as well as

by the fliarpnefs of the Spanilh fwords, they fled,

after having 17 men killed, and many wounded.
In this a6lion were taken two youths, who after-

wards became chriftians, and were called Julian
and Melchior.

The Spaniards now returned to their Ihips, and
were pleafed at their having found people in many
refpedts different from thofe they had hitherto feen,

and particularly at their having obferved houfes
built with ftone and lime, which were the firft that

had been obferved in that part of the world. They
now continued their courfe along the coaft fifteen

days, and then entering a bay, landed in order to

take in frefli water, of which they were in want.
This place being by the Indians called Quim-
peche, it from thence obtained the name of Cam-
peche. They here filled their calks with frefh wa-
ter, and were going to return to their iliips, when
they were met by 50 Indians, dreiTed like thofe

they had feen before, who afked them whether
they came from the place where the fun rifes, and
condu6led them to fome temples built with fione,

where the Spaniards obferved feveral deformed
idols, with blood frefh fpilt, and from oneof thefe

temples came two men in white mantles, with
long black hair twilled up in rolls behind, and
holding in their hands little earthen fire-pans, into

which they caft a certain gum, and then perfum-
ing the Spaniards ordered them to depart the coun-
try on pain of death ; at which they retired in

good order to the fhore, and returned to their

fliips.

They now fteered fix days along the coaft, and
then landed at about a league's diftance from a

VOL, I. Y
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tov/n called Potanchan, where they filled their

cafks with water ; and obferved a body of armed
men advancing towards them ; but it growing
dark, they returned back towards the town. The
Spaniards now ralhly refblved to ftay on Ihore; but

in the night were greatly alarmed by the noife

made by the Indians^ and at break of day per-

ceived that the firft party had been joined by fe-

veral others, and that they were entirely fur-

rounded by a great army. They however refolved

to make the beft defence in their power, and were
quickly under the neceffity of exerting all their

courage ; for it no fooner grew light than the In-

dians difcharged a Ihower of arrows, darts and
ftones, by which cft)out 80 Spaniards were wounded,
among whom was Cordova; but at length after a

vigorous defence, the Spaniards finding it impof-

fible to vanquilh fuch numbers, made a furious on-

fet, and breaking through the Indians, ran to-

wards their boats, whilft the Indians purfued them
with hideous cries. The boats narrowly efcaped

being overfet by their crowding into them, and
the natives were fo eager to attack them, that they

ran into the water to wound them with their

fpears. In this action 47 Spaniards were killed,

five died_ on board the fhip, and all the reft, ex-

cept onC were wounded. It was therefore refolved

to burtif one of the fliips for want of hands, and to

return to Cuba.

One of their greateft misfortunes was, their

having been obliged to leave their cafks on ihore,

which occafioned their being foon in great diftrefs

for want of water, and though feme of the foundeft

of the men landed with jars to fearch for a freih

fupply, they could find none but what was brack-

illi ; this obliged them to fteer for Florida, where

one of the pilots had been with Ponce de Leon.

They here landed near a creek, and having pofted
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centinels dug pits, and finding good water, drank
fome, and wallied linen for the wounded men ; but
when they were about to return, one of the centi-

nels having ftepped afide with a hatchet to cut

down a palmetto tree near the creek, the other

heard him cry out, and inftantly ran to give the

alarm, crying, to fea ! to fea ! the Indians are

coming. Many canoes were inftantly feen rowing
down the creek, filled with Indians cloathed in

deer Ikins, and armed with bows and arrows, fwords

andfpears who landing, let fly their arrows, and
wounded fix of the foldiers ; but foon perceiving

the dreadful efTe6ts produced by the mulkets and
crofs bows, ran back to their canoes, on which
the Spaniards returned with fafety to their ftiips,

where the men were in fuch diftrefs for want of

water, that a foldier leaping into the boat, feized

ajar, and drank fo much that he fwelled and died

two days after. In Ihort, after enduring many
other hardfiiips, they arrived at the Havannah,
from whence Cordova fent a particular account
of his unfortunate voyage to the governor Diego
yelafquez, and died of his wounds ten days after.
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CHAP TER Y.

The Difcoveries made on the Continent by the Command of

James Velafquez, under John Grijalva. They Land in the

Ifland of Cozumel, proceed to New Spain, and defeat the

Indians of Potonchan. They then land on the banks of Rio

de Grijalva, where they receive Prefents from the Indians.

Steering from thence they are invited on Shore by the Mexicans,

with whom they trade for Gold. They afterwards vifit feveral

Iflands ; difcover Temples with Idols and human Sacrifices

;

purchafe many bright Copper Axes which they miftake fur

Gold, and return to the Ifland of Cuba, where Grijalva is dif-

graced by Velafquez, for not difobeying the Orders he himfelf

had given him.

Notwithstanding Cordova's nifuc-

cefs, his account of this voyage gave great pleafuae

to Velafquez, who frequently declared that he was

refolved to puriue thefe difcoveries as foon as an
opportunity offered, iince as thefe feemed more
civilized than any other Indians, they were proba-

bly richer ; and this refolution was no fooner

known, than feveral of the principal inhabitants

offered him their afQRance, which foon enabled

him to fend out three Ihips and a brigantin^.

This fmall fquadron was commanded by John
Grijalva and the captains Alverado, Montejo, and
d'Avila, who had li:ri6t orders to make v;hat dif-

coveries they could, but to attempt no fettlements.

They failed from Cuba on the 8th of May, 151 1,

and having vifited Florida, and difcovered the ifland

of Coxumel, proceeded along the coaft of the

continent. Eight days after they reached Poton-

chan's town, and came to an anchor, upon which

the natives being elated with their fuccefs in driv-

ing Cordova's men out of the country, took up
arms, and ran to the fhore, where they flood to
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hinder the Spaniards from landing, Ihouting and
making a great noife with their trumpets and kettle

drums. The Spaniards no fooner approached the

fliore, than they difcharged a fliowcr of arrowS;,

darts, and ftones, and with great intrepidity ran

into the water to wound the invaders with their

fpears ; but the latter were no fooner landed, then

rulhing upon them fword in hand, they made them
give way; for the Spaniards being now taught by
experience, began to ufe ioofe cotton jackets like

thofe of thefe Indians, as a defenfive armour againft

their arrows : however three of them were killed

and fixty wounded, among whom was Grijalva.

But the boats coming to their affiftance with the

remainder of the foldiers who had been left on
board, the Indians quitted the field, and the Spa-

niards marched to the town, where they found only

three of the natives ; thefe they ufed well, and fent

them with fome toys to allure the inhabitants

back; but thefe meilengers never returned, upon
which they embarked and again fet fail.

Grijalva now continuing his courfe by day,

and lying by in the night, for fear of failing among
flats and rocks, difcovered the mouth of a large

river, but fo fhallow that it would only admit (mall

velFels, and therefore they could only fend up two
of their boats well manned ; who were obliged

to proceed with great circumfpection, on account
of there being many armed Indians in canoes along
the fliore.

This river, which the natives' called Tabafco, the

Spaniards named Rio de Grijalva, from their com-
mander in chief, and landed at a grove of palm-
trees about half a league from a town. The In-
dians feeing them leave their boats, about fifty

canoes, full of armed men, moved forward, and
flopped again at a fmall diflance from the Spa-
niards ; upon which the latter fent Melchior and
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Julian, the two Indians taken by Cordova, to in-

form them that they were come with no other view-

but to treat with them about fome affairs that

would give them pleafure. Upon this the Indians

in four canoes drew near, and Grijalva ordered the

above interpreters to tell them, that he and his

men were the fubje6ts of a great king to whom
mighty princes paid obedience ; that it was reafon-

ablethey alfo fhouldfubmit to him becaufe it would
be much to their advantage ; and that until the
Spaniards could explain thefe affairs, they mull
furnifli them with provifions. To this the Indians

prudently replied, that they would give them pro-

vifions ; but they had a lord of their own, and
knev\/ no reafon why they, who were but ftrangers,

iliould offer to impofe a new lord upon them. How-
Tever, that they ought to take heed how they made
war on them, as they had done on the people of

Potonchan ; for they had provided an army which
according to their manner of computation mull
amount to 24,000 men. That they knew they had
killed and wounded above 200 at Potonchan ; but
that they were not fo weak as thofe people. They
concluded with obferving, that they were come
thither to know their will, and v/ould make a very

juft report of what was faid to a number of very

great men, who were affembled either to treat of

peace or to renew the war. Grijalva then gave

them firings of beads, looking glaffes, and other

things, charging them to bring back an anfwer,'

becaufe if they did not, he mufl go to the town,

though he fliould not doit any harm. Having thus

concluded the conference he returned to the fhips.

Thefe perfons having delivered the meffage, all

the chiefs, who were ufually confulted in martial

affairs, thought peace preferable to war, and im-

mediately fent a number of Indians loaded with

roafled fifh, poultry, bread, and feveral forts of
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fruit. Thefe being delivered^ they laid fome mats
on the ground, and placed upon them feveral forts

of very beautiful feather works. After which they
let the Spaniards know, that their lord would
come the next day to pay them a vilit.

According at the time appointed the Cacique
appeared^ attended by many unarmed men, and,
without Ihewing the leaft jealoufy, went on board
Grijalva's fhip. That commander was a genteel

man, about 28 years of age, and had on a loofe coat

of crimfon velvet, a cap of the fame, with fome rich

ornaments. He received the Cacique with refpecl:,

and fitting down, they began their difcourfe, of
which both parties underftood very little, except
by words interpreted by Julian and Melchior.
After fome time, the Cacique ordered an Indian

to take out of the trunk he carried, fome plates of
gold, and thin boards covered with the fame m.etal

for armour. Thefe the Cacique himfelf tried upon
Grijalva, taking off thofe that did not fit, and
applying others, until he had put him on a com-
plete fuit of gold armour that fitted him as well as

if it had been made for him. He alfo prefented
him various works in fine gold and feathers. In
return Grijalva called for a very fine fliirt, and
with his own hands put it upon the Cacique, as he
did alfo his great coat of crimfon velvet. He then
put on his feet a pair of new fhoes ; and gave him
fomejof the beft Airings of beads and looking glalleSj

with fcilTars, knives, and feveral toys made of tin,

fome of which he alfo gave to all the Cacique's
attendants. The Cacique's prefent to Grijalva was
worth about 3000 pieces of eight, and among the
reft were a wooden head piece, covered with thin
plates of gold, and three or four maflis, fome of
which were covered with afortofftones like emer-
alds. The light of thefe things made the Spani-
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ards very eager to fettle in a country that produced
fuch vaft wealth.

Grijalva having received this confiderable pre-

fent, and being fenfible that the Indians were not

willing that their gueftsfhouid ftay long, proceeded

farther, and in two days came to a town called

Aguaiunco, which the Spaniards named Le Ram-
bla, where the inhabitants appeared at a diftance,

with targets of tortoife-fhell, which glittering in

the fun made fome of the Spaniards fancy they
were made of gold.

Sailing from thence, the Spaniards faw feveral

other rivers, in one of which they obferved the

Indians waving large pieces of white cloth faiiened

to poles, as if inviting them to land ; whereupon
Grijalva ordered captain de Montejo to go to Ihore

with all the mufqueteers, and twenty other foldiers,

and that in cafe the Indians appeared in a warlike

pofture, he Ihould give notice, in order that fuc-

cours might be fent him.

It is neceflary to obferve, that this coaft was
part of the great empire of Mexico, and that

Montezuma, who was then feated on the throne,

having heard of the exploits of the Spaniards, and
the pains they took to become acquainted with

the maritime parts of his empire, began to grow
uneafy, and longed to know why they took fuch

pains to learn the ftate of countries that did not

belong to them. To obtain this intelligence, he

had given dire6lions to the governors of fome of

thefe provinces to entertain thefe firangers civilly,

to feize every opportunity of trading with them,

and to fend him from time to time fuch an account

of their motions as might enable him clearly to

difcern what opinion he ought to entertain of them
and in confequence ofthefe inftru6tions the Indians

made lignals to invite them on Ihore.
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As foon, therefore, asMontejoand his men were
landed J the Mexicans oliered them fowls, bread

and fruit, and perlumed the Spaniards by burning
gum copal in little fire pans. Montcjo inftantly

lent advice to Grijalva of the friendly manner in

which he v/as received, upon which that comman-
der came up with the fhips, landed, and gave the

people ibme glafs beads and necklaces. He was
treated with great refpe^i: by the emperor ol Mexi-
co's governor, and iiis principal officers, who or-

dering the Indians to bring gold to barter ; the

Spaniards, during the fix days they ftayed there,

purchafed gold toys offeverai fliapes, to the value

of 15,000 pieces of eight.

At length Grijalva having made prefents to the

principal perfons, and taken poflellion of the coun-

try for the king of Spain, in the name of Diego
Velafquez, embarked and touched at feveral

illands, and havmg landed in one of them, with.

50 foldiers, found a temple in which were feveral

idols, and four men drefled in long black mantles

with hoods, who were the priefts of the temple,

and had that very day facriiiced two boys, who
were found ripped open and their hearts taken

out ; a piece of cruelty which filled the Spaniards

with horror and compaffion. To this ifland whicii

was called Uiua, Grijalva gave the name of St.

John Baptlil, but it has ever fince been called St.

John de Ulua, to diftinguiili it from St. John de
Porto Rico.

Grijalva having fraid feven days at this ifland,

during which he bartered for a fmall quantity of

gold, he fent Velafquez an account of his difcove-

ries by Alverado, with all the gold and other things
they had obtained from the Indians. Velafquez
was greatly pleafed with the account he received

;

but Alverado having been very defirous of fettling

VOL, I. Z
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a colony, gave him very ill impreffionsof Grijalva,

who had lerved him faithfullyj and paid the mod
ftri6l regard to his orders.

In the mean time Grijalva, by the advice of the

other captains and pilots, coafted along in fight of

the mountains ofTufpa, and afterwards failed to

the mouth of the river Tarala, to which he gave
the name of St. Anthony, and there careened one
of the {hips that was leaky. While they were
here many Indians came from the town at a

league's diftance, with bread, poultry, and other

provifions, which they fold for Spanifh toys : and
the news of this traffic being foon fpread abroad,

others came from Guazacoallo, and the reft of the

neighbouring towns, bringing provifions, and very
bright copper axes with painted handles ; the

Spaniards thinking thefe axes were gold, purchafed

600 of them, and the Indians would willingly

have parted with more.

While the Spaniards were here, a foldier enter- \1

ed a temple that flood in the fields, whence he took

the incenfe called by the Indians Copal, the facri-

ficing knives, and fome idols, which he delivered to

the commander in chief, after his having firft taken

oiF their carvings, pendants, plates, and crowns •

of gold, worth about ninety pieces of eight : but
not being able to conceal his joy at obtaining his

booty, Grijalva was informed of what he had done,

and ordered every thing to be taken from hira; but

afterwards reftored them to him again, upon his

paying the fifth to the king.

From this place Grijalva fet fail for Cuba, and
in 45 days arrived at the port of Mantancas in that

ifland, with the value of 4000 pieces of eight in

gold, befides what had been brought by Alverado ;

but on their going to pay the duty of the king's

fifth of the copper axes, the purchafers had the

mortification of finding them rufty. In this port
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Grijalva received a letter from the governor^ order-

ing him to haften to the port of St. Jago, and to

inform the men that another fleet was fitting out
in order to make a fettlement. Grijalva obeyed
this fummons; but, on his araival at St. Jago, met
with a very cool reception from Velafquez, who
had even the folly to abufe him for having fo ftri61:ly

obeyed his orders in not making a fettlement.

This, indeed, ought certainly to have preferved

him from that fate, fmce nothing but a fcrupulous

regard to his inftruftions could confine a man who
had made great difcoveries, from taking fuch

meafures as were moft likely to eftablifh at once
his fortune and independency. Grijalva content-

ed himfelf with fliewing the infl:ru6tions he had
received, which Velafquez looked upon as a tacit

cenfure on himfelf, and gave the command of the

fleet to Hernando Cortes, which brings us to his

celebrated expedition.



THE

Conqueft of Mexico,

BY HERNANDO CORTES.

CHAPTER I.

Diego de Velafquez, Governor of Cuba, appoints Hernando

Cortes Comniander in chief of a Fleet for making new Difco-

veries. He /alls from Cuba, and lands in the Ifland of Cozu-

mel, where he demoliflies the Indian Idols, and meets with a

Captive Spaniard.

Hernando CORTES was a native of
Medelin, a town of Eftremadura in Spain, and be-

ing educated for a military lite, refoived to pufh
his fortune in the Weft- Indies, whither he failed

in the year 1504, with letters of recommendation
to Don Nichoxas de Obando his kinfman, who was
at that time governor of Kifpaniola. This gentle-

man gave him a very kind reception^ and admitted
him into the n^ mber of his friends; but thefe

favours could not divert his inclination to arms,
and therefore that ifland being poffelled by the

Spaniards, without any oppofition from the natives,

he delired leave to ferve in the ifland of Cuba,
where the war was ftill carried on, and having
arrived there, fo far diftinguiflied himfelf, as to
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obtain the reputation of a valiant foldier and able

commander; on which account he was made Al-

cade, or chief magiftrate of the town of St. Jago,
a poll generally conferred on thofe who diftin-

guifhea themfeives in the conquell of thofe coun-

tries. Ccrtes was in this fituation when he was
recommended to Diego de Velafqiiez, governor of

Cuba^ as a proper perfon for making conquefts on
the continent; and the governor giving his ap-

probation, a coramiffion was inftantly iigned, by
which Cortes was appointed Captain

^

general of

the fleet, and of the countries he lliouid difcover

and fubdue.

His nomination to this poll was greatly refented

by all who had flattered themfeives with the hopes
of obtaining it. Mean while Cortes employed his

own fortune, and all the money he couid borrow
in the purchafe of provifions^ arms, and ammuni-
tion, and inlifted foldiers with fuch expedition

and fuccefs, that within a few days he had above

300 men in his fervice ; and having equipped ten

fmall veflels from 80 to 100 tons each, they failed

from the port of St. Jago, by Cuba, on the i8th
of November 1518, and coafting along the ifland

arrived at the port of La Trinidad, where he was
joined by feveral perfons of diftindtion who refolved

to follow his fortunes. But he had no fconer left

St. Jago than his enemies prevailed on Velafquez
to revoke his commiffion; of which Cortes being
informed, he confulted his friends and adherents,

who declared with great warmth, that they would
Hand by him to the laft extremity. He then took
fuch meafures as appeared moft proper for remov-
ing the jealoufy of Velafquez, and promoting his

own fecurity, and having fent Pedro de Alverado
with a party of foldiers by land to take care of the
horfes, and raife recruits in thefeU^ements,he failed

with the fleet for the Havannah. But in the night.
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the Capitana, in which Cortes embarked, feparated

from the reft, while the other veflels continued

their courfe to the port of Havannah, where the

people were kindly received by Pedro de Barba,

the governor under Velafquez. However, having

ftaid feveral days without hearing any news of

Cortes, they concluded he was loft, and began to

deliberate on choofing another commander, but

were prevented by his arrival, when he was receiv-

ed with the loud acclamations of his men, and
treated with great refpe^l by the governor.

While he ftaid in this place, he caufed a num-
ber of cotton quilts to be made^ to defend his peo-

ple from the darts and arrows of the Indians, it

being found that thefe were more ufeful than coats

of mail. He proved his artillery, exercifed his

foldiers, in the ufe of their fire arms and crofs bows,

as well as in the management of their pikes, and
taught them to form and file oflT, in order to make
an attack and retreat. But while he was thus em-
ployed, a meifenger arrived with difpatches to the

governor of Havannah, containing exprefs orders

to diveft Cortes of his command, and to fend him
prifoner with a ftrong guard to St. Jago. Cortes

was highly incenfed at Velafquez's behaviour, and
his endeavouring to ruin an enterprize in which he

and his friends had embarked their whole fortunes

;

he therefore refolved to provide for himfelf, and
to make ufe of force if it was neceffary; he even

explained his fituation to his foldiers, and they

raifed fucb a tumult, that the governor of Havan-
nah, dreading the confequenceof their refentment,

publicly declared, that he did not intend to exe-

cute the orders he had received from Velafquez,

which he confidered as a flagrant a6l of injuftice.

This commotion being thus appeafed, and a brig-

antine added to the fleet, Cortes divided his men
into eleven companies, delivered inftructions to his
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officers, and after a foiemn mafsj at which all the

foldiers allifted, weighed, and fet fail from Havan-
nah on the loth of February 15 19.

They had this day a favourable gale, but the

fun was no fooner fet than a furious ftorm arofe,

which damaged the fleet. Cortes had before fent

Diego de Ordaz, whofe fidelity he had fufpe6led,

to Guanicanico, a fettlement on the other fide of

cape St. Antonio; and a little before the ftorm,

he fent Pedro de Alverado in queft of him, with

orders to wait for the fleet at cape St. Antonio;
but Pedro perceiving that the tempeft had driven

him fo far into the gulph as to render it difficult

for him to weather cape St. Antonio, fi:eered away
for the ifland of Cozumel, where upon his landing

he found a fmall town near the coaft, which was
abandoned by the Indians, who had fled at his ap-

proach. Alverado was a young man of an enter-

prifing genii\s, but of little experience, and ima-

gined that, while he waited for the fleet which was
to caft anchor at that ifland, nothing could fo ill

become a foldier as inaftion, and therefore ordered

his men to march, and take a view of the inner

part of the ifland. At a league's diftance they

came up to another town, which was abandoned
like the firft. Here the foldiers feized fome pro-

vilions, and in a temple of one of their idols

they found many jewels and fome inftruments for

facrificing made of gold mixed with copper, which,

though of fmall value, they carried away. How-
ever, this expedition was fo far from promoting
the fervice in which they were engaged, that it

only ferved to frighten the Indians, and to render
it more difficult to obtain their friendfliip and
aiiiftance.

The next day Cortes arrived with the fleet, hav-

ing fent another velTel with dire61:ions to Ordaz, on
a fuppofition that Alverado had been prevented by
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the ilorm ; and though he was glad to find that

young captain fafe at Cozumel, he publicly repri-

manded him for his raflmefs in marching up and
down the ifland, and difmiifed three Indian pri-

foners whom he had taken^ after having ordered

their effects to be reftored^ and given them many
prefents for their Cacique, in token of peace and
amity. To prevent new difputes, he drew down
his forces to the fea fide, and having encamped
them there for three days, he thought fit to make
a general review ; when it appeared that his whole
army amounted to 508 foldiers including their of-

ficers, 16 horfe, 2 chaplains, and 109 mariners

and mechanics. On this occafion, Cortes made
them a fpeech, in which he endeavored to infpire

them with courage, by the promife of wealth and
honour ; explained the dangers they mull expert

to encounter, and in the ftrongeft terms, repre-

fented the neceffity of a ftri6l obedience, and the

moft perfe6t unanimity.

He had fcarce concluded this fpeech, when in-

telligence was brought him, that a coniiderable

number of unarmed Indians were approaching in

feveral detached parties, upon which he drew up
his men, and commanded them to remain under
arms until it was known what was their intention.

The Indians no fooner came in light, than they

continued for fome time without motion ; but per-

ceiving that no hoftilities were oifered, they at

length boldly advanced, and mingling with the

foldiers, prefented them with Ibme refrefhments,

and continued to behave with great confidenc and
familiarity.

The next day the principal cacique of the ifland

came with a numerous retinue to pay a vifit to

Cortes, who received him with great courtefy ; and
while the converfation was carried on by means of

an interpreter, one of the Indians v*'as heard to
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pronounce the word Caftilla, the meaning of which
being demanded by Cortes, he was told that the
Indian faid, the Spaniards refembled fonie perfons

in Yucatan, wiio came from a country called Caf-

tilla. Cortes immediately concluded that thefe

were his countrymen, and refolved to fet them at

liberty. Upon a more particular inquiry he found
that they were in the power of fome Indians of the
higheft rank, who refided at Yucatan, and that the

moft certain method of procurii^g their liberty

would be to offer a ranfom ; for the Cacique in-

formed him that lliould he have recourfe to arms,
it would expofe them to the hazard of being maf-
facred by their mailers. Cortes approved of this

advice, and ordered Diego de Ordaz to fail to the

coaft of Yucatan, with a letter to the prifoners,

and fome trifles for their ranfom, and to ftay eight

days, in which time fome Indians appointed by
the Cacique for that purpofe undertook to return

with an anfwer. in the mean time Cortes marched
with the troops in a body about the illand, in

order to view the country, and keep his men in

aclion, and in this tour he v^as accompanied by
the cacique, and a great number of Indians, who
furniihed him with provifions and exchanged gold
for glafs beads, which they fancied they could
never purchafe too dear.

At a fmall diftance from the coaft Hood the
temple of an idol that was much revered by the
Indians. It was a fquare Hone building, and no
contemptible ftru6lure. The idol which was called

Cozumel, whence the ifland received the fame
name, was in the figure of a man, and had a rnoft

horrible afpeft. Here a great concourfe of people
were found lifcening to a prieft who was diitin-

gudhed by a certain ornament or covering which
fcarcely concealed his nakednefs, and who feemed
to preach with great cmphafis. Cortes, Ihgcked

VOL. I. A a
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at the abfurdity o\ fuch worfhipj told the cacique^

that it was impoffible tor them to continue friends^

if he did not renounce his idolatry, and that it

was unworthy of a man of fenfe to pay divine ho-

nours to a deformed image fitter to frighten child-

ren than to be reverenced by men of underftand-

ing. The cacique replied, that as to religion he
left it wholly to the priefts, who lliould, if he
pleafed, difcourfe with him upon that fubjeft.

This was readily accepted, and one of the priefts

being fent for, no fooner was informed of the af-

fair in queftion, than he began with the moft hi-

deous outcries to proteft again ft thofe who jQiould

be fo audacious as to difturb the worfliip of their

gods, denouncing the immediate vengeance of

heaven againft all who fhould prefume to dilhonour

this deity or his habitation. But Cortes, without

paying any regard to his menaces, immediately

ordered all the idols to be broke to pieces, and
moft of their temples to be demoliihed. The largeft

of them, however, he preferved entire, and hav-

ing caufed a neat altar to be ere6fed, had mafs faid

in it by the chaplains and priefts, and at his de-

parture charged the cacique to take the ftri6teft

care that every thing was kept in good order, and
that no infuit was offered to the image of the blefTed

virgin, or to two crolles which he erected in that

chapel ; and this the Indian Chief very readily

promifed.

When the eight days were expired, Diego de

Ordaz returned from Yucatan, without feeing

any thing of the Caftilians for whom he was fent.

Cortes therefore fet fail with a fair wind ; but was
obliged to return the fame day, on account of one

of the fhips having fprung a leak.

While this fliip was refitting, Cortes was told

that acanoewasftandingdiredtly towards the illand,

when perceiving that flae was full of armed In-



BY HERNANDO CORTES. 187

plans, he ordered Andrea de Tapi^ to get as much
as pollible under the ilielter of the land, and to en-

deavour to take the canoe. Soon after four men
came from it with a flight covering about their

waiftSj, and with bows and arrows in their hands.

Andrea de Tapia, as foon as the Indians were
landed J advanced towards them fword in hand,
when three of them feeming afraid^ the fourth bid

them not fear, and addreiiing himfeif to the Spa-

niardsj cried aloud in the Caftilian tongue, gen-
tlemen, I am a chriftian. Tapia immediately em-
braced him with equal joy and furprize, and con-

ducted him to Cortes, who received him with much
aiFeftion, while his Indian companions crouched
down on their hams, and laying their bows and
arrows on the ground, moiftened their right hand
with fpittle, touched the earth, and then ftroaked

their breafts near the heart ; this being the moft

refpeftful ceremony they paid to their princes.

Cortes having afked the name of the ftranger, he
replied that he was called Jerome de Aguilar, and
was a native of Eija. Meat and drink were then
fet before him, and he was ordered to be clothed.

The next day Cortes inquired how he fell into

the hands of the Indians, when he replied, that

being at Darien he was fent to Hifpaniola for men
and ammunition, but was call away near Jamaica,
when he and 20 other perfons taking to the boat,

after fufFering great diftreflTes, reached the fliore of
Yucatan, where they fell into the hands of a ca-

cique, who immediately facriiiced fix of them to

his idols, and then eat them. That he anU fome
others were fhut up in a wooden cage, in order to

ferve for another feftival ; but breaking out, they,

without being difcovered, fled over the mountains,
until tliey came into the dominions of another
prince, who was an enemy to him from whom they
had fled. That foon after moft of his companions
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died, and he fell into the hands of a mafter whom
he ferved for feveral years, and at length acquired

fuch adegree of favour, that he conferred upon him
an employment near his perfon, and honoured him
with his confidence. The cacique his mafter dying

recommended him to his fon, under whom he pof-

feiled the fame office, and afterwards being em-
ployed in the wars with the neighbouring caciques,

obtained fach reputation that he became the favou-

rite both of the prince and people, and therefore

on his receiving Cortes's letter, he ealily obtained

his liberty as a reward for his fervices.

CHAPTER 11.

Cortes fails from CozAimel, arrives at the River Grijalva, lands in

fpite ox the Indians, takes the Town of Tabaxo, and obtains

a great Viftory. He then concludes a Peace with the Indians,

and embarks in order to continue his voyage to Mexico.

JL HE fleet fet fail from Cozumel on the 4th

of March 15 19, and reached the river of Grijalva,

where the civil treatment which the Spaniards had
formerly received from the Indians of Tabafco,

and the gold brought from thence, Vv'ere fuch mo-
tives tor their landing, as were not to be relifted.

Therefore leaving the larger velFels at anchor,

Cortes embarked all his foldiers on board the

fmaller, and in the boats, and was beginning to

make the beft of his way againft the current, when
he perceived both fides of the river covered with

canoes filled with Indians in arms, fupported by a

confiderable force on ihore. When guefling from
the horrible outcries and gefticulations of the In-

dians, that they intended to oppofe him, he lent

Aguilar to them in a canoe with offers of peace.
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which being reje^ied, he refolved to piinifli them
for what he called their preiumption, in daring to

defend their country. But night approaching, he
thought proper to wait until the next day, and in

the mean time commanded all the artillery to be

brought into the fnialler velTels, and his Ibldiers

to put on their quilted coats to fecure them from
being wounded by the arrows of the enemy.
At day -break, he drew up the veiTels, in the

figure of a half-moon, and advancing flovvly to

the Indians, fent Aguilar a fecond tmie, with

propofals of peace, to which they made no anfvver,

but giving the iignal for the attack, advanced
with great fwiftnefs by the favour of the current,

until being near enough to ufe their arrows, they

difcharged fuch a lliower of them, both from the

canoes and barks on the river, that the Spaniards

were much embarraffed in their endeavours to cover
themfelves. However, having received the fir ft

charge, they ailkulted the Indians with fuch vigour,

that the canoes foon left the palTage free. The
veflels then proceeded up the river without further

oppofition, and approaching the fhore endeavoured
to land, but the place being marlhy, and covered
with brambles, the Spaniards were ailkulted by a

number of Indians who lay in ambufh. How-
ever, Cortes drew up his men, and, notwithftand-
ing the prodigious fury of this attack, ranged his

foldiers in order of battle in fight of the enemy,
whofe numbers continually increafed. He ordered
Alonzo Davilla to advance with loo foldiers

through the woods, and take polTeffion of the town
of Tabafco, which was not far from the place of
a6iion. Cortes then attacked that vail multitude,
and notwithftanding his being obliged to fight up
to his knees in mud, he put the Indians to flight,

when inllantly difcovering the march of Davila,
they ran to defend the town.
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Cortes followed them to Tabafco, which he
reached before the detachment he had fent thither,

and found it fortified with a wall formed of large

trunks of trees fixed in the ground like palifadoes,

with fpaces between for the convenience of fhoot-

ing arrows. It was of a circular compafs, and at

the doling of the circle the extremity of one
line covered the other, forming a narrow winding
llreet, in which were two or three wooden caftles

which filled up the paffage, and were built for

placing centinels. This was then a fufficient for-

tification for the inhabitants of the new world, who
were happily ignorant of the arts of war, and the

methods of deftruCtion pra61ifed by polite nations.

Cortes beingjoined by Davila, whofe march had
been obftru6ted by lakes and marfhes, gave pro-

per inftru6tions for breaking down the palifadoes,

and inftantly gave the lignal tc begin the attack,

crying, my friends, here we mull lodge to-night.

The foldiers proceeded with great refolution, and

turning afide a fiiower of arrows with their fhields,

advanced to the fortification, and difdharging their

fire-arms and crofs-bows through the openings,

foon drove the enemy from their polls, and then

breaking down a part of the palifadoes entered

without difficulty. The Indians however, made
bead againft the Spaniards in the ftreets, but were

embarraiFed by their own numbers, and being

driven from thence, made a vigorous effort in a

wide fpace in the centre of the town ; but being

again repulfed, fled in great diforder to the woods,

whether Cortes would not allow his men to purfue

them.
The Indians had removed their families and ef-

fects, and provided for their fupport by laying in

a great fiock of provifions. Fourteen or fifteen of

the Spaniards were wounded, but the lofs of the In-

dians was very conliderable. The troops lodged
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that night in the tov/n, in which centinels were
pofted with as much care and exacJtnefs as if an ar-

my had been in view ; but the next day the country

appeared deferted, and there was not an enemy to

be feen. Cortes however furpe6led this ftillnefs,

and his appreheniions increafed, by his being in-

formed that Melchio his interpreter, one of the

Indians taken by Cordova, had deferted that very
niglit, leaving his clothes hanging on a tree.

Cortes now fent Pedro de Alverado, and like-

wife Francifco de Lugro, with one hundred men
each by difterent ways, to view the country, but
with orders to retire in cafe they found an army in

the field ; but the latter, ai>er a little more than
an hours's march, fell into an ambufcade,, and was
fo furiouily attacked on all fides, that he v^as ob-

liged to draw up his little battafion into a fquare,

and the number cf the enemy increafmg his de-

tachment would certainly have been overpowered,
had not Alverado who had been obliged to turn

out of his way by meeting a marih, heard the
report of the fire-arms, and hafted to his relief,

after his firft having detached an Indian of Cuba,
to Cortes, to inform him of this event. Alverado
attacked the Indians when Lugo was in the greateft

diftrefs, his men being quite fpent with fatigue,

and made his attack with fuch refolution, that the
Indians fled with the utmoft confternation ; but
foon after recovering from their furprife, they en-
deavoured to prevent the retreat of the two cap-

tains, who being joined, and having time to take
breath, cut their way through a vaft multitude of
the inhabitants, which refembled the rolling of
the fcra, when the waves are driven back by the
wind. At length Cortes appeared at a diftance,

and being obiervcd by the Indians, they difperfed,

leaving the Spaniards in ywileffion of the field,

eleven of whom were wounded, of which number
onlv two died.
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Some prifoners being taken on this occafionj,

Cortes caufed them to be examined feparately, by
Jerom de Aguiiar, when they agreed in declanng
that all the Caciques in the neighbouring countries

were marching to the affiftance of the inhabitants

of Tabafco, and that the next day a powerful
army was to be affembled in order to deitroy the

Spaniards at once. Upon this intelligence Cortes

called a council, communicated to his captains

what they had learned^ and delired their advice;

reprefenting the v,eaknefs of their 'naked enemies,

the ill confequences that would attend their turn-

ing their backs upon them, and that this would
be fuch adifgrace, as would prevent all their future

conquefts. Upon which the officers unanimoufly
agreed, that it was abfolutely necelTary not to

leave the country, until they had reduced the in-

habitants.

Cortes now proceeded to make the neceifary

difpofitions for a decifive battle : he ordered the

wounded to be carried on board ; the horfes to be

landed ; the artillery to be in readinefs, and every
thing in order by the next morning. At day-
break, he gave tlie command of the infantry to

Diego de Ordaz, when he and the other com-
manders mounted on horfeback, and kept pace

with the artillery, which moved very (lowly, from
the grounds being bogg}^ until arriving at a place

called Cinthla, about the diftance of a league from
their quarters, they obferved the Indian army ap-

pear at a diftance, and in fuch numbers as to cover

the country, as far as the eye could reach.

It is here proper to defcribs the Indian manner
of marching and coming to an engagement, fince

as the art of war is nearly the fame in all the na-

tions of New Spain, this will be fuflicient to give

the reader fome idea of their appearance, through
the whole of this conqueil. Their principal wea-

pons, were bows a.nd arrows, tiie firings of the
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bows being made of the finews of beafts, or thongs

of deer fkins twilled, and their arrows were pointed

with fifh bones. They had a kind of javelins,

which they fometimes threw, and fometimes man-
aged like a pike. They had alfo long two-handed
wooden fwords, edged with Iharp flints ; fome of the

llrongeft had clubs pointed with flints, and there

were flingers who threw ftones with great force

and dexterity. Their defenfive arms, which were
worn by none but commanders and perfons of

diftin6tion, confifted of coats of quilted cotton,

breaft plates, and iliields of wood and tortoifeihell

adorned with plates and metal. The reft of the

people were naked, only their heads were encircled

with plumes of feathers to make them appear taller

than they really were, and all of them had their

faces and bodies painted of various colours in order

to flirike terror into their enemies. Their warlike

inftruments were pipes made of large canes, fea

fhells, and drums made of the bark of a tree hol-

lowed, which being beaten with a ftick afforded a

very difagreeable found. They made their attacks

with terrible outcries, with which they thought to

intimidate their enemies. Their battalions were

formed without order ; but they had bodies of re-

ferve to relieve the others when there was oocafion,

and though they were divided into companies
commanded by their refpeftive officers, thofe

officers could fcarcely govern their men ; for when
they came to engage, they were animated either

by rage or fear, and confequently were equally

eager to charge and to run away.
Such was the army, or rather inundation of

Indians, which now poured down upon the Spani-

ards. Cortes polled his men under the Ihelter of

a rifing ground that covered the rear, and having

placed his artillery to the greatelt advantage,

VOL. r. Bb
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advanced with his fifteen horfe to a wood, from
whence he intended to fally, and flank the enemy.
When the Indians had marched within a proper

diflance^ they difcharged a fhower of arrows, and
then fell upon the Spaniards with fuch fury and
precipitation, that their fire arms and crofs bows
being unable to ftop them, they were obliged to

have recourfe to their fwords and as the enemy
preifed on, the artillery deftroyed them by whole
companies. But the Indians fought with fuch

bravery, that the ball was no fooner paft than they

clofed again, drov'/ning the groans of the wounded
by their outcries. Diego de Ordaz a6fed with

great courage : but his troops could fcarcely fiand

their ground, when Cortes with his fifteen horfe

ruflied fuddeniy from the wood, broke through the

thickefi; of the enemy, whom he trampled under
his horfes feet, while they being amazed and ter-

rified at the fight of thofe unknown animals, threw
down their arms and fled with precipitation. Diego
de Ordaz being foon fenfible that the relief he ex-

pe6f:ed was arrived, from the weak refiftanceof the

enemy's van, which now began to turn their

backs, advanced with his infantry, and charged
thofe who had been juft ready to overwhelm him
with fuch refolution, that he obliged them to give

way, till he came to the place where Cortes and
his captains had difperfed the enemy, who retreat-

ed, making a running fight, till the Spaniards

purfuing them, they fled in the utmoft confufion,

leaving above 800 dead upon the fpot; the Spani-

ards had two men killed, and threefcore and ten

wounded.
The next day Cortes ordered two or three of the

Indian officers, who were prifoners, to be brought
before him, and perceiving that their countenances
had all the marks of terror, gave them a courteous

reception, and then fet them at liberty, giving
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them fome trifling prefents, and telling them that

he knew how to conquer ana to forgive. This
inftance of his moderation had fuch an eii€61, that

in a few hours feveral of the natives came loaded

with Indian corn, fowls and other proviiions, as a

prefent trom the principal Cacique of Tabafco,
who by thefe perfons made propofais of peace

j

but Jerom dc Aguilar obferving that thefe were
mean people, Cortes, though very defirous of

peace, refufed to admit their propofais, and fent

them back without feeing them, ordering theni by
his interpreter, to acquaint their Cacique, that if

he dcfired his friendfliip, tie muft fend perfons of

greater difiin61 on to folicit it. The Cacique being

immediately fenfible of his error, the next day
fent 30 of bis principal men adorned with plumes
and jewels, and followed by a train of Indians, who
carried another prefent of the fame kind to the

S];ani(li general.

Cortes being attended by his officers, with a very

fevere and flern look, gave audience to thefe Am-
bafladors, who approaching him with great fub-

miffion, perfumed him with incenfe, compofed of

fweet fcented gums, made an apology for the war,

and concluded with earneft entreaties for a peace.

The general replied by obferving that he had juft

caufe to be dilpleafed with them: but grafting

their requeft, made them a prefent of a lew baubles.

At which they departed highly fatislied with the

fuccefs of their negociation.

Cortes v/as afterwards vilited by the Cacique in

perfon, attended by all his officers, who brought
with them a prefent of cotton cloths, plumes or va-

rious colours, and fome pieces of gold of admirable
workmaniliip. The general loaded him with careiies

and the vifit palled in proteftations of a reciprocal

and fincere friendfnip. T^he Indians of diftinclion

who v/ere in his retin.ue, were treated by the
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Spanifh captains^ and nothing appeared but figns

ofjoy and peace. At taking leave, the Cacique

appointed another day for an interview, and to J
Ihew his confidence in the general, ordered his

*

_,fubje6ts to return with their families to Tabafco,

and to affift the Spaniards to the utmoft of their

power. The next day the Cacique returned with
a prefent of 20 Indian women, who were fkilled in

making bread of Indian corn, and dreffing other

provifions. The bread was made by grinding corn
between two Hones, till it was reduced to flour,

when it was made into a pafte without leaven, and
being moulded, was fpread upon a fort of earthen

plates, on which it was baked over the fire. Among
thefe women was one of uncommon beauty, who
was afterwards baptized by the name of Mariana,
and became Cortes's mifl:refs.

The pilots now haftened the departure of the

fleet, and Palm Sunday drawing nigh, Cortes ap-

pointed that day for embarking. The Spaniards

accordingly fet fail for Mexico, coafting along to

the wefi:ward, till they arrived at the port now
called St. Juan de Ulua, where they had no fooner

come to an anchor, between the ifland and the main
land, than two large canoes, called piraguas, came
with Indians from the neighbouring coafl:, and on
their drawing near began to fpeak in a language
which Aguilar did not underftand ; a circumfl:ance

that very much chagrined Cortes, from his appre-

hending that the want of an interpreter would be
a great obfi:acle to the fuccefs of his enterprize

;

but Mariana giieffing his concern by his looks,

told Aguilar in the Yucatan tongue, that the

people Ipoke the Mexican language, and defired

audience of the general on the part of the governor
of that province. Cortes, being rejoiced at finding

that Ihe underftood their meaning, defired them
to come on board, and deliver their mefifage. This
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woman was a daughter of a Cacique of one of the

provinces fubje(5t to the Emperor of Mexico, but
in her youth had been carried to a Mexican gar-

rifon, on the confines of Yucatan ; after which,

by fome misfortune became a Have to the Cacique

of TabafcOj who made a prefent of her to Cortes.

As this woman was not yet acquainted with the

language of Spain, jhe interpreted to Aguilar in

the Yucatan tongue, what the Mexican faid, and
he imparted it to Cortes in the Caftillian. By
this double interpretation the general learned that

Pilpatoe, governor, and Teutile, captain -general of

that province, had fent to know with what inten-

tion they came on their coaft : when Cortes pre-

fenting them with a few baubles, and treating them
with fome Spanilli wine, told them, that he came
as a friend to treat of matters of great importance
to their Prince, and the whole empire, for which
purpofe he would meet the two governors.

CHAPTER 111.

Cortes gives Audience to two Mexican Officers. Sends a prefent

to Montezuma, and receives one from that Prince. The State

of the Mexican Empire, and the Apprehenfions of Montezuma,

who fends a fecond prefent to Cortes, vi^ith exprefs orders to

leave the coaft. Cortes artfully puts a flop to the murmurs of

the people.

'N Good Friday the Spaniards landed, and
having got their horfes and artillery on Ihore,

Cortes dire<5ted the foldiers to cut fafcines, in or-

der to entrench themfelves, and to build afufficient

number of huts to Ihelter them from the excefTive
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heat ofthe fun, when Teutile fending a great num-
ber of the natives, Cortes kept hirafelf upon his

guard, and planted his artillery in fuch a manner
as to command the country. On Eafter day he
was vifited by Teutile and Pilpatoe, attended by
a very great retinue ; he received them with extra-

ordinary ftate, furrounded by his officers and
foldiers. The firft compliments being palfed, and
it being the hour of divine fervice, he condu(51ed

them to a large hut, and ordered Aguilar and
Mariana to tell them, that before he acquainted

them with the delign of his voyage he ought to

comply with the duty of his religion, and to re-

commend to the God of all other gods the fuccefs

of his propolal. After fervice was over, Cortes

returned to his quarters, v, here the two generals

were entertained at dinner, in as fplendid a manner
as poffible, and that being ended, he called his

interpreters, and then with a determined air told

them, that he came to treat with the Emperor
Montezuma, on the part of Don Carlos of Auftria,

monarch of theeaft, on aiiairs of great importance,

both with refpedt to himfelf and ail his fubje^ts;

for this reafon it was neceffary for him to appear

before his royal prefence, to which he hoped to

be admitted, vyith a:l the refpecl due to the great-

nefs of the king his mafter.

Cortcb's guefrs appeared alarmed at this declara-

tion, and before tr.ey returned an anfwer ordered

their attendants to bring in the prefent they had
brought with them. Upon which 20 or 30 perfons

entered loaded with provi lions, fine cloth, feathers

of various colours, and a large box, in which were
feveral pieces of gold, curiouily wrought. Then
turning to Cortes, Teutile oefired him to accept

that fmali prefent from two oT Montezuma's flaves,

who had orders to entertain IV.ch fiirangcrs as land-

ed upon his coaft : but begged he would not think
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of profecuting hisdefign, it being no eafy matter

to fpeak with their prince. To this Cortes replied

with fome warmth^ that kings never refufed to hear

the ambaiTadors of other princes^ and that their

biilinefs was to acquaint Montezuma with his ar-

rival, and that he was refoived to fee him before

he left the country.

The Indian generals, confounded at this bold-

nefs, earneflly intreated Cortes not to move from
his quarters, till they had received Motezuma's
anfwer; affuring him that in the mean time, they
would fupply him with every thing neceffary for

the fupport of his fbldiers.

During this conference, fome Mexican painters,

who came in the general's train, were bufily em-
ployed in drawing upon cotton cloths, the fliips,

Ibldiers, arms, artillery, horfes,, and every thing
elfe that appeared remarkable, which they intro-

duced into different landOiips that were no way
contemptible, either for the drawing or colouring.

Thefe pictures were defigned by Teutiie to give
Montezuma fome idea of what appeared too ex-

traordinary to be fully defcribed by words : but
here and there were placed fome characters, which
feemed to explain the picture.

Cortes being informed of v/hat thefe painters
were doing, went out to fee them, when obferving
that thefe figures wanted a61ion to exprefs the
valour of his troops, he ordered them to arms,
drew them up in a body, and commanded the
artillery to be made ready ; then telling Teutiie

and FiLpatoe, that he would entertain them after
the manner of his country ; he mounted his horfe,
with his captains who marched two and two, to
the amazement of the Indian^, who feeing fuch
Irately animals fo obedient to their riders, imagined
that there was fomething fnpernaturai in thofe
who could manage them vv'ith fuch eafe and dex-
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terity. Cortes then divided his troops into two
bodies, gave a mock fight, and at a fignal given
they difcharged their mulkets, and foon after the

artillery ; when the confufion and aftonifhment of

thefe people were fo great, that fome fell down
upon the ground, others began to fly, and thofe

who had moft prefence of mind were fixed to the

fpot, with terror and admiration. Cortes now
endeavoured to diffipate their apprehenfions by
aflTuring them, that thefe were only military

divifions. The painters immediately began to

reprefent the Spaniards armed and drawn up in

ranks ; the horfes in the attitude of their exercifes,

and the artillery with fire and fmoak. Mean while

Cortes returned to his houfe with the two generals,

and after having made them a prefent, prepared
one for Montezuma, confifting of feveral pohihed

looking glaffes, a holland Ihirt, a cap of crimfon

velvet, adorned with a gold medal, and a tapeftry

chair.

Teutile and Pilpatoe, at length feemed much
pleafed with their entertainment, took their leave ;

but retiring only to a fmall diftance, held a con-

fultation, in which it was agreed, that the latter

Ihould remain on that fpot to obferve the motions
of the Spaniards. Pilpatoe's attendants immedi-
ately began to build houfes, and a confiderable

village was formed in a few hours ; but left Cortes

Ihould be offended at this ftep, he fent to inform
him that he ftaid there in order to be at hand to

provide for his entertainment, and to fupply his

troops with provilions. Though Cortes guelFed

his real intention, he took no notice of his fufpicions,

and Pilpatoe continued to fupply him with pro-

vifions in great plenty. Mean while, Teutile dif-

patched mefTengers to Montezuma, with an ac-

count of what had happened, with the pi6lures

drawn by his order, and Cortes's prefent.
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Montezuma was provided with a great number
of couriers chofen from the fwifteft of the Indians,

who were diftributed along all the principal roads
of the kingdom^ and rewards were paid out of
the public treafury to thofe who firft arrived at

the appointed place. Thefe couriers were relieved

at every town, which occafioned all difpatches to

be carried with furprifing expedition, and an an-

fwer was returned from Mexico within feven days,

though the diftance from that city to Juan de
Ulua amounts to iixty leagues. ,Montezuma's
melFage to Cortes was brought by Teutile with
that prince's prefent, which was carried by one
hundred Indians, and confifted of very fine cotton*

robes and many curiofities formed of feathers,

where the beautiful variety of the colours were fo

mixed and difpofed, by the fkill of the artift, that

without making ufe of artificial colours, or of
the pencil, they formed curious pi6lures, and a
very fine imitation of natural objects. They alfo

brought a great number of bows, arrows, and
targets made of the finefl: wood ; two large circu-

lar plates, the one of gold reprefenting the fun :

and the other of filver with the figure of the

moon ; and a confiderable quantity of precious
ftones, pieces of gold, gold collars, rings, pen-
dants and other ornaments of the fame metal, in

the fhape of birds and beafts, fo curioufly wrought
that the workmanfhip feemed to exceed the value
of the metal. Thefe feveral articles being placed
in order, upon matts made of palm-tree leaves,

Teutile turned to Cortes and told him, by the
interpreters, that the great emperor Montezuma
had fent him thefe things in return for his prefent,

and to fhew him how much he valued the friend-

fliip of the king his fovereign ; but it was neither

convenient nor poffible at that time to admit him
to his court. Cortes returned thanks for the pre-

VOL. I. C C
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fent, and anfwered, that it was far from his de-

lign to be wanting in obedience to Montezuma,
but that he could not dilhonour a king that was
refpe^ed among the greateft princes in the world,

by returning without fulfilling his orders.

Cortes nowdiredled Francifco de Montejo, one
of his captains, to cruife with two vefFels along

the coaft, to take a view of the towns without land-

ing, and to fearch for fome harbour where the

Ihips might be better fheltered from the winds.

Montezuma was at firft incenfed at Cortes's

perfeverance in his demand, and, in the firft tranf-

ports of his refentment, propofed inftantiy to de-

llroy thofe infolent ftrangers who prefumed to

difpute his will ; but rage no fooner fubfided, than
it was fucceeded by forrow and confternation.

He held private councils with his minifters, pub-

lic facrifices were offered in the temples, and fuch

marks of difturbance and confufion were vifible

in his whole behavior, that the people began to

talk without referve, of fome iigns and prefages

that were fuppofed to be indications of tlie ap-

proaching ruin of the empire.

The Empire of Mexico was then in its greateft

glory, having under its dominion a prodigious ex-

tent of country, governed either by Montezuma
in perfon, or by many other petty kings or Caci-

ques, who were his tributaries. It extended in

length about 1500 miles, in fome places it was 600
broad, and it was in general a populous, plentiful

and rich country. This empire from a very finall

beginning had rifen to fuch an heighth of power
and greatnefs in little more than 130 years, during

which time the Mexicans fubdued all the neighbour-

ing ftates. They were at firft governed by a military

chief; but in the progrefs of their conquefts they

chofe a king, and gave the fupreme dominion to

him who had the greateft reputation for valour.
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without paying any other regard to hereditary

fiicceilion than that of preferring thofe of the royal

family, when they were not excelled by the merit
of any other competitor. .;

The emperor Montezuma, the fecond of the

name, and the eleventl^ fovereign of Mexico, was
of the royal blood. In his youth he had diilin-

guifhed himfelfin war, and obtained the reputation

ofa brave general, which, together with his exert-

ing the arts of popularity, had raifed him to the
throne by the unanimous voice of the people. He
had reigned fourteen years when Cortes arrived on
his coaft, and is reprefented by the Spanifli writers,

perhaps to palliate the cruelty of his conquerors,

as one of the greateil tyrants recorded in hiftory.

Juan Grijalva had landed in his dominions the year
before, and it is faid that about that time there

happened many prodigies which were fuppofed to

prefage the ruin of his empire ; fuch as a dreadful

comet appearing in the night, the lake of Mexico
overflowed its banks with great impetuolity, though
the weather was calm and dry, and the people even
imagined, that they heard lamentable voices in the

air, foretelling the diffblution of that empire.
Thefe ligns and portents, fome of which were,
perhaps, invented by the difafFe6ted, made a very
deep impreffion on the mind of Montezuma, and
difturbed his counfellors to fuch a degree that,

when they received a fecond meffage from Cortes,

they concluded that they were utterly ruined.

Some however imagined that the portents were
fent as warnings to prevent their diftru<5lion, by
putting them upon their guard : while others
thought the Spaniards ought to be received with
the refpe6l due to creatures of an higher rank,
who had given the moft dreadful proofs ofan amaz-
ing courage and an invincible power, fupported
by the thunder and lightning of Heaven'. Mon-



204 CONQUEST OF MEXICO,

tezuma attended to their debates, and at length

refolved to fend another prefent to Cortes, with

orders to leave the coaft, and in cafe of his refufal,

to levy a powerful army, and to a6l againft him
with all his forces.

"While Montezuma's court was employed in

thefe deliberations, Francifco de Montejo, whom
Cortes had fent to examine the coaft, returned

from his cruife, having found at the diftance of

fome leagues to the northward a town called Qui-

abiflan, fituated in a fertile and well cultivated

foil, near a bay, where the fhips might ride at

anchor in fafety, under the Ihelter of fome high

rocks. This place was about twelve leagues dif-

tant from St. Juan de Ulua, and Cortes was begin-

ning to think of removing thither, when his re-

folution was fufpended by the arrival of Teutile

with the principal captains of his troops, who
came to him burning incenfe in little perfuming
pans, and, after the ceremony of fumigation, pro-

duced Montezuma's fecond prefent, which con-

fifted of the fame particulars as thofe of which the

iirft had been compofed, though in afmaller quan-
tity, together with three green ftones refembling

emeralds to be prefented to the king of Spain, as

jewels of ineftimable value. Thefe were deliv-

ered with exprefs orders to Cortes and his fol-

lowers to leave the country without delay ; but the]

Spaniards ftill inlifting that they would fee thej

monarch in perfon, Teutile ftarted up with marksT
of anger and confufion, and told Cortes that hi-i

therto Montezuma had treated him as a gueft, and]

it would be his own fault if he was ufed as anj

enemy. He then, without waiting for an anfwer,?

abruptly departed, and was followed by Pilpatoe

and the reft of his attendants.

Cortes immediately ordered the guards to be

doubled, and the next day the Spaniards had the
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movtification to find that the Indians who inhabited

Pilpatoe's cabins were retired j that thofe who iifed

to bring them provilions were gone, and that there

was not an Indian to be feen. The apprehenfion

of their wanting neceflaries now raifed a fpirit of

difcontent among the foldiers, which was fomented
by fome of them who were the friends to Ve-
lafquez, who began to exclaim, that Cortes from
mere ambition purfued a rafh defign^ without a

force proportioned to the undertaking, which
would infallibly end in his deftru6tion, as well as

in that of his followers, unlefs they returned to

Cuba to refit the fleet and to reinforce the army.
Cortes was well acquainted with thefe murmurs,

but learning from his friends that the majority

were on his fide, he appeared before the malcon-
tents, when Diego de Ordaz, in the name of the
reft, remonftrated with fome warmth, that as his

forces were very unequal to the delign of fubduing
a mighty empire, it was high time to return to

Cuba, where they might be reinforced in fuch a
manner as would enable them to purfue this great

defign with fome probability of fuccefs.

Cortes, though highly provoked at this advice,

which oppoled all his ambitious views, replied

with great compofure, that thofe who complained
muft be weary of that uninterrupted fuccefs, which
had exceeded their higheft hopes j their fuccefs at

Cozumel, and their vi6tory at Tabafco ; but that
he had no inclination to lay the leaft reftraint upon
his foldiers, and fmce they were unwilling to pro-
ceed, he would immediatlely prepare for their re-

turn to Cuba. He foon after gave dire6lions for

returning to that ifland, and ordered the captains
to embark with their refpe(5tive companies, that
they might be ready to fail the next morning : but
this declaration was no fooiier made public than
his emiffaries according to the dire(5lions they had
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received, began to exclaim with great warmth that

Cortes had deceived them, by profeffing that he
was refolved to make a fettlement in that country,

which notwithftanding their unexpedted fuccefs he

was on the point of deferting, and that if he had

a mind to abandon the enterprize, he might with

fuch as vv^ere willing to follow him ; for they would
foon find another gentleman who Vv'ould alTume the

command. This clamour was fo artfully managed,
that it brought over many of thofe who had efpouf-

ed the contrary party, and they encreafed to fuch a

degree, that feme of Cortes's friends were obliged

to interpofe, in order to put a ftop to the difturb-

ance they themfeves had raifed. They commended
the refolution of thefe men, and offered to defire

Cortes to fufpend the execution of his order, and,

without giving them time to cool, went direftly

to their general, attended by many of the foldlers,

in whofe prefenee they told him in a high ftrain,

that the troops were upon the point of mutinying

on account of the order he had given for their re-

imbarkation, which they fuppofed was contrary to

the advice of their captains, and unworthy of the

courage of Spaniards, who ought to be overcome

by no difficulties or dangers. Cortes concealed the

joy he felt at the fuccefs of his expedient and cooll}'

replied that he had been mifinformed, that he

would proceed with fuch as were willing; but

would conftrain nobody, and therefore would caufe

a fliip to be provided for carrying back to Cub^
thole who wanted the courage to follow him and
his friends. This reply was received with accla-

mations of joy, and had fuch an efFeft, that thofe

who were dilTatisfied carefully concealed their dif-

content.
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CHAPTER IV.

Cortes makes a Settlement to which he gives the Name of Villa

Rica de la Vera Cruz: marches to Quiabiflan, and in liis v/ay

concludes an Alliance vvilh th^ Cacique of Zempoalla: He
feizes Montezuma's Commlilhries; forms a flrong Confederacy

of the Indian, Caciques ; builds the Town of Vera Cruz, and
receives another Embafly from Montezuma.

/ORT ES had no fooner put a Hop to the

difleijtioa which had arifen among his people, than
h,e was vifited by five deputies from the Cacique
of Zempoalla, a neighbouring province in the road

to the place where he intended to remove his

quarter^, who came to offer him the friendfhip

and alliance of their mailer. They differed in

their habit from the Mexican chiefs, though like'

them they had. rings ip their ears and lips, to which
hung jewels. Cortes gave them a very civil re

ce^ption, ordered them to be well treated, and was
greatly pleafed at hearing that the Zempoallans,
though: tributary to Montezuma, were diflatisfied

with his yoke, and reprefented him as a proud and
cruel prince: whence he forefaw that he Ihould be
able to engage thefe people to facilitate his future

fuccefs. He therefore difmilfed the deputies with

prefents, and with orders to affure the Cacique of
his friendfhip, and of his paying him a vifit in his

way to Quiabiflan.

Cortesj in order to diveft himfelf of his uneafy
(lependance upon Velafquez, and to remove his

want of legal authority, laid, in concert with his

friends, the plan of a corporation to be efta-

blilhed in forae place on the continent, and feveral

perfons were chofen to fill the oflSces of govern-
ment.
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Thefe immediately appointed a clerk of the

council, with other inferior officers, and, having

taken the accuftomed oaths to a6l according to

the rules of juftice, and their duty to God and
the king, began to exercife their fun(5lions. The
next morning the council being allembled, under

the pretence of confulting the augmentation and
prefervation of the fettlement to be made, which
was to have the name of Villa Rica de la Vera
Cruz, Cortes defired admitance, to propofe an
affair relating to the public welfare. The council

rofe up to receive him, and he paying his refpe(5ls

to the magiftracy, went and took his feat next to

the iirft Regidore, and then laid open the reafons

which had induced him to difapprove the com-
miffion under which he had afted . He then threw

upon the table what he had received from Diego
Velafquez; killed the truncheon; delivered it into

the hand of the Alcade, and then retired to his

houfe, in the capacity of a private man. The
council according to a preconcerted agreement
unanimoully admitted of his refignation, and with

the fame unanimity voted that he fhould be ap-

pointed general of the army, and that they would
make out a new commiffion in the king's name, to

be in force till they could know his majefty's plea-

fure. Then the people being afTembled by a pub-

lic crier, were acquainted with Cortes 's refigna-

tion, and the refolution of the council ; at which

they exprefled uncommon joy, and immediately

proceeded to Cortes's houfe, with the Alcades and
Regidores, who informed him that the town of

Villa Rica had in the name of Don Carlos king

of Spain, and with the confent and approbation

of the inhabitants in full council, chofen and ap-

pointed him general of the army in New Spain

;

and in cafe it were neceflary, required and com-

manded him to take upon him that office for the

public good, and his majefty's fervice.
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Cortes accepted of this poll with great refpe6t,

and began to govern the troops with a kind of
authority that feciired the obedience of the foldiers.

The friends of Valafquez^ however, could not dif-

guife their vexation ; but refented this alteration

in a very indifcreet manner ; they endeavoured to

invalidate the authority of the council; loudly

inveighed againft the ambition of Cortes; and be-

gan to raife a dilTention that feemed to threaten

the ruin of the expedition. Upon this Cortes

ordered Diego de Ordaz, Pedro Efcudero, and
Juan Velafquez de Leon to be feized, carried on
board the fleet, and punt in irons. This a6tion

ftruck terror into the troops, and in order to

improve it, he politively declared, that he would
proceed againft them as feditious perfons and dif-

turbers of the peace, and make them pay for their

obftinacy with the lofs of their heads. In this dif-

pofition he continued feveral days, during which
nobody was allowed to vifit them ; but afterwards

their friends were admitted, and among the reft

feme of his confidents, who found means to re-

duce them to reafon. He then fulfered himfelf

to be pacified, and fo effeftually conciliated their

atFe61:ions, that they afterwards ftood by him with
unibaken fidelity.

Cortes now prepared for his leaving this part

of the country, and having ordered the fhips to

fail for the bay of Quiabiflan, refolved to march
thither by land. In a few hours he reached the
river of Zempoalla, which being very deep the
troops croflTed in canoes, and other veflels belong-
ing to fome fiihermen, which they found on the
fliore, the horfes being obliged to fwim. The
army foon after arrived at fome houfes in the dif--

tri6l of Zempoalla, which they found entirely

abandoned, and without either furniture or pro^
vi lions ; though the natives lct\ in their temples

vol . I.
, D d
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feveral idols, with knives made of flint, and fome

miferable remains of human vidims. Here they

iirft faw Mexican books, three or four of which

were in the temples, and were fuppofed to contain

the rites of their religion. Each was made of thin

varniftied cloth, folded in leaves and made up into

volumes refembling ours.

The Spaniards having placed proper guards,

took up their quarters in the beft houfes, and the

next day continued their march ; but faw not

one perfon during the whole morning, until enter-

ing fome very agreeable meadows they difcovered

twelve Indians, who were coming in fearch of

Cortes, with a prefent of fowls and bread from

the Cacique of Zempoalla, who invited him to

his town, where he had provided quarters for his

troops. Cortes difmilFed fix of the Indians, with

thanks for the hofpitality of their prince, and de-

tained the reft as guides to the town, which they

told him was at the diftance of a day's journey.

At night they ftaid in a fmall village, where they

were kindly entertained by the inhabitants.

In the morning the troops marched towards

Zempoalla, following their guides, though with

all imaginable precaution, as Cortes ftill doubted

the fincerity of the Indians. Towards the even-

ing, they were met by twenty Indians, who came
from the town to receive Cortes, with an apology

from the Cacique, who was kept at home by a

natural impediment. Zempoalla was a large city

that afforded a beautiful profpeft ; it was fituated be-

tween two rivers ; the buildings were of ftone whit-

ened on the outfide with a fort ofIhining lime, which

at a diftance had fuch a noble effedl, that one of the

fcouts returned in hafte to Cortes, crying aloud

that the walls were of filver. At their entering it,

the fquares and ftreets were filled with a multitude

of people drawn together by curiofity, and the
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Cacique himfelf appeared at the gate of his palace,

fupported by fome of his nobles, for he was fo ex-

tremely fat, that he could not move without much
difficulty. A mantle offine cotton, enriched with
jewels, was thrown over his naked body, and he
wore pendants in his ears and lips. On his ap-

proaching to falute Cortes, his unwieldy appear-

ance made it necelTary for that general to put a

Hop to the laughter of his foldiers : he received

Cortes in his arms, and welcomed both him and
the reft of the captains in fuch fenfible exprelfions

as created refpeft, and having defired Cortes to

repofe himfelf after his journey, told him that he
would vifit him at his lodgings, where they would
converfe more at leifure about their mutual in-

terefts. The troops then retired to the quarters

provided for them in fquare courts, furnilhed with

a number of apartments, where they were plenti-

fully accommodated with provifions and other
neceflaries.

The Cacique foon afler fent a prefent to Cortes
of jewels, gold and other curiofities, to the value

of about 2000 pezoes, and followed this prefent

in perfon, carried in a chair on the Ihoulders of
the chief of his family, and attended by a fplendid

retinue. Cortes went out to receive- him, and re-

tiring to a private apartment with him and the

interpreters, expatiated upon the grandeur of the

king of Spain, and the errors of idolatry; telling

him that the defign of his coming with his valiant

troops, was to redrefs wrongs, to punifh violence,

and to vindicate the caufe of reafon and juftice.

He artfully touched on this fubje6t, in order to

draw him to complain of Montezuma, that he
might difcover what advantage he might expe6l to

reap from his refentment againft that prince ; and
indeed the words were no fooner pronounced than
he began to utter his complaints, and to obferye,
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that the neighbouring Caciques groaned under the

tyranny of Montezuma^ who opprefed his tributa-

ries, and caufed himfelf to be adored by his fub-

je6ts, as if he had been one of their Gods; and
concluded with obferving, that he did not wifh

to engage Cortes in a quarrel with fuch a potent

emperor, whofe power was irrefiftible. Cortes

immediately replied, that while he had juftice on
his fide he ihould pay but little regard to Monte-
zuma's power: but that he was on his march to

Quiabiflan, where the injured and opprefTed lliould

find him ready to redrels their wrongs, and that

in the mean time he might alFure his friends and
confederates, that he would willingly undertake

their defence. In fhort, having continued the

converfation for fome time, the Cacique took his

leave highly fatisfied, while Cortes was equally

pleafed at the profpe(5l of ftrengthening his inte-

reft by fuch a powerful alliance.

When the troops were ready to march, they

found 400 Indians provided to carry their baggage

and provilions, and to help to condu6l the artil-

lery. Thefe carriers were called Tamens, and were

able to travel five or fix leagues in a day, with

three-quarters of a hundred weight on their backs.

The country they now entered was fertile and
pleafant, a part of it was laid out in corn fields,

and the reft covered with trees. They ftaid all

night at a little village they found deferted, and

the next morning arrived at Quiabiflan, a town

ftrongly fituated upon a rock with the avenues to

it narrow and deep. But though this place was

naturally ftrong they entered it without oppofition,

nor did they perceive any perfon till, coming to a

fquare in which the Indian temples were placed,

fourteen or fifteen of the natives handfomely

adorned with feathers came out to meet them.

Cortes encouraged them by his aflrability, and gave
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them fome glafs beads^ when recovering their

fpirits, they informed him that their Cacique had
retired in order to avoid a war, as he neither chofe

to deny them admittance, nor to truft his perfon

among armed troops that were entirely unknown
to him, and that the inhabitants could not be
prevented from following his example ; but that

as foon as they fhould be fenlible of the goodnels

of fuch guefts, they would return to their houfes,

and efteem it their happinefs to ferve and obey
them. Cortes gave them the ftrongeft affurances

of his friendfliip, and while they were gone with

the news, gave ftri6l orders to the foldiers, to be-

have with great civility to thefe Indians, who foon

Ihewed the confidence they placed in the Spaniards

;

for fome families returned that very night, and
in a little time the town was filled with its inhabi-

tants.

Some time after the Cacique himfelf returned,

and was introduced by the Cacique of Zempoalla,
both ofwhom were carried on men's Ihoulders and
the latter made an handfome excufe for his friend.

The converfation turned upon the tyranny of
Montezuma, whom they reprefented as a monfter,
who not only impoverifhed them by the tribute he
demanded, but robbed them of their wives and
daughters, with whole blood he ftained the altars

of his Gods, after having facrificed their honour
to more fhameful purpofes.

In the midft of their difcourfe they were inter-

rupted by the entrance oftwo or three Indians, who
feemed in a great fright, and whifpering the
Caciques, put them in fuch confufion, that they
changed colour, and haftiiy retired. The caufe

of this diforder was inftantly known, for fix com-
milTaries from Montzuma were ften palling before

the quarters of the Spaniards, richly adorned with
feathers and pendants of gold, and attended by a
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number of inferior officers and fervantSj who
cooled them with fans made of feathers. Cortes

went to the gate to fee them, when they paffed by
without pa}ing him the leaft refpe6t, and with fuch

a contemptuous look, that the foldiers would have

immediately chaftifed them, had they not been re-

ftramed by their general, who contented himfelf

with fending Marina with a fufficient guard to know
the caufe of their coming. By this means he un-

derftood, that the commilTaries, after having feated

themfelves in the Town-houfe, fammoned the Ca-

ciques to appear before them, and having fharply

reprimanded them for prefuming to entertain the

emperor's enemies, demanded over and above the

ordinary tribute, twenty Indians to be facrificed

to their gods, as an atonement for their crime.

Cortes no fooner received this intelligence, than

he ordered fome foldiers to bring the Caciques

without noife, and telling them that he knew the

inhuman purpofe of the commiflTaries, which he

would not fufPer them to obey, he defired them to

alTemble their people, to feize the Mexicans, and
to leave the reft to his conduct.

The Caciques at firft refufed to comply with this

bold command, until Cortes repeating his order

in a peremptory manner, they went and executed

it; and having feized Montezuma's minifters, put

them in a kind of pillory in their prifons, to the

great fitisfaftion of the people, who demanded
that they fliould either die the death of traitors,

or be inftantly facrificed to their gods. Cortes

however refufed to grant this requeft, and having

fecured them by a guard of Spanifh foldiers, re-

tired to his quarters, in order to contrive fome

method of extricating himfelf from the difficulty

in which he was involved. He was unwilling to

come to an open rupture with Montezuma, and

yet thought it necelTary to fupport the party he
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had already formed againft that prince^ in order

to have their affirtance, in cafe he fhouid happen
to want it. In confequence of thefe reflections,

he, at midnight, fent privately for two of the

prifoners, whom he treated in a very obliging

manner, told them they were at liberty, and as

he had reftored their freedom, they might alTure

their prince that he would fpeedily endeavour to

releafe the reft of their companions, and to make
the Caciques fenlible of their fault. The Mexi-
cans heard this declaration with equal joy and af-

tonilhment, but durft not fet out on their journey,

for fear of being killed or taken by the way; the

Spanifti foldiers were therefore ordered to conduct

them to the bay, and one of the (hips boats car-

ried them beyond the diftri6l of Zempoalla.

The next morning the Caciques came to Cortes,

and expreffing great concern at the efcape of the

prifoners, he received the news with the appear-

ance of much furprize and vexation ; but propofed,

in order to prevent any accident of the like kind

for the future, to take care of the reft himfelf, and
immediately ordered them to be carried on board

the fleet, giving private dire6lions for their being

civilly entertained. Thus without lofing the con-

fidence of the Caciques, he conferred an obliga-

tion upon Montezuma, the greatnefs of whofe
power made him unwilling to provoke his refent-

ment.
The moderation with which the Spaniards be-

haved towards their allies, was quickly made
known to the neighbouring diftrifts, and in a
few days, Cortes was vifited by above thirty Ca-

ciques of the mountains within fight of Quiabifian,

where were numerous fettlements of a rude people
called Totonaques, who were remarkable for their

ftrength, a6livity, and courage; thefe fwore to be
faithful to the king of Spain, and offered to ailiit
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Cortes againft Montezuma, with .an incredible

number of armed Indians.

Cortes now refoived to fettle the corporation of
Villa Rica de la Cruz, which had hitherto moved
with the army ; for which purpofe he pitched upon
a plain between Quiabillan and the fea, where the

foil was extremely fertile, well watered with rivers,

and abounded with trees that were commodioufly
iituated for the cutting of timber for building.

They began with laying the foundation of a church,

and the Spaniards, being aflifted by their Indian

friends, both that and the houfes were foon ere6led

;

for the officers, and even Cortes himfelf fet an ex-
ample to the reft, by performing the moft difficult

work ; by which means the town was foon com-
pleted, and encompalTed with a mud wall fuffi-

cient to defend it againft all the methods of at-

tack ufed by the Indians.

In the mean time Montezuma being informed,

that the Cacique of Zempoalla, whofe fidelity was
fufpefted, had admitted the ftrangers into his

town, refoived not only to chaftife this rebellious

tributary, but to march in perfon againft the

Spaniards, whom, we are told, he deftined as a

facrifice to his gods. But his preparations for this

enterprize were fufpended by the arrival of the

two Indians who had been releafed by Cortes,

Thefe gave an account of their imprifonment ; of

their owing their liberty to the captain of the

ftrangers ; of his courteous treatment, and the

mellage he had ordered them to deliver ; upon
which Montezuma's anger was mitigated, and he

refoived again to have recourfe to a negotiation, in

order to endeavour to divert Cortes from his

delign.

The Mexican ambafladors arrived juft as the

new fettlement and fortrefs of Vera Cruz was

completed. Thefe were two young men who
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were the emperor's nephews, attended by four

ancient Caciques, who were to ferve as counfellors.

They had a fplendid retinue, and the prefent,

which confifted of gold, feathers and cotton, was
valued by the Spaniards at 2000 pieces of eight.

They told Cortes that the emperor had deter-

mined to chaftife the Cacique, till the account he
had received of his behaviour had induced him to

fufpend his vengence ; that he however hoped he
would foon quit that country, fince the obftacles

which oppofed his coming to court, were in their

own nature infurmountable.

Cortes according to his ufual cuftom, received

the prefents made him by the emperor, with great

refpedl, and ordering the four imprifoned officers

to be brought afhore, delivered them to the ambaf-
fadors ; obferving that he was highly pleafed at

having fuch an opportunity of Ihewing his regard
to the emperor. That he thought the infolence of

the Caciques in fome meafure excufeable, from the

extravagant behaviour of the officers themfelves,

who, not fatisfied with the ufual tribute, had the

inhumanity to demand twenty Indians for their

facrifices. That he thought himfelf obliged to

the Caciques for admitting and entertaining him
in their territories, and therefore could not help
interceding with Montezuma in their behalf; efpe-

cially as they, together with the Caciques of the

mountains, were now in a peculiar manner under
his prote6lion ; that he would communicate the

particulars of his embalTy when he Ihould appear in

the emperor's prefence, and that no impediments
or danger ffiould prevent his receiving that favour.

With this refolute anfwer, and fome prefents to

the ambafladors, and others for Montezuma, he
difmilTed them, greatly diflTatisfied at his obfti-

nacy : while this circumftance heightened the ad-

voL. I. Ee
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admiration Of the Indians, who were aftonifhed at

feeing the haughty Montezuma folicit his friend-

fliip with fuch prefents.

CHAPTER V.

Cortes is prevailed upon by falfe pretences to engage in an expe-

dition againft the inhabitants of 2^mpazingo. He dcmolifhes

the idols of Zempoalla, and returns to Vera Cruz; where a

confpiracy being formed againft him, he orders the Ihips to

be funk*

x\. SHORT time after this event, theCaci-

que of Zempoalla came to Vera Cruz, and told

Cortes, that the time was now come for him to

protect his country againft the Mexicans, who had
arrived at Zimpazingo, whence they made excur-

jSonsJnto his diftri^t, deftroying the corn fields,

and committing other ads of hoftility. Cortes

thought himfelf obliged to fupport his new allies,

and that it would not become him to fufFer the in-

folence of the Mexicans, in a manner within his

fight. He therefore delired the Cacique to provide

Indians to carry his baggage, and draw his artil-

lery; which being done, he fet out at the head of

400 Spaniards, leaving the reft in the fortrefs of

Vera Cruz. On his palling by Zempoalla, he was
joined by 2000 armed Indians, affembled by the

Cacique, to ferve under him in this expedition.

The fame night he quartered his troops three

leagues from Zimpazingo, and the next day in the

afternoon dilcovered the town fituated on the top



BY HERNANDO CORTES. 219

©fa fmall hill among great rocks, which conceal-

ed part of the buildings, and rendered it difficult

of accefs.

The Spaniards with much fatigue paffed over
the rocks, without meeting with the leaft refi fi-

ance ; but juil as they were preparing to attack

the town in feveral places at once, eight ancient

priefts appeared, clothed in black mantles that

reached to the ground, the upper part was gather-

ed about the neck, and a piece hung loofe in the

form of a hood ; they had long hair which was
clotted, and their hands and faces ftained, with the

blood of human facrifices. Thefe men approached
the general with marks of moft humble fubmiflion,

and foon convinced him that he had been impofed
upon ; fmce Montezuma's troops had retired fome
time before^, and that this was only an artifice

of his allies, who were their inveterate enemies, in

order to make him the inllrument of their de-

ftru6lion. Cortes being provoked at the deceit,

ordered the captains Olido and Alvarado to march
with their companies, and alFemble the Indians,

who had advanced before to get into the town.
They were now bufy in plundering it, and making
prifoners, and being brought into his prefence,

loaded with booty, and followed by the miferable

inhabitants crying aloud for juftice, he commanded
them to deliver up the goods to the priefts, that

they might reftore them to the proper owners.

Then called for the Zempoallan captains, told

them with a threatning voice, that they had for-

feited their lives by their prefumption, in engaging
him, by deceit, to compafs their revenge. How-
ever he fuiFered himfelf to be appeafed by the inter-

ceffion of his own officers, whom he had before

inftru6led for that purpofe, though, indeed, he did

not dare to punilh them, for fear of lofing the

friend(hip of his neip allies. Having thus repri-
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manded the Zempoallans, he ordered them to

lodge without the town, while he himfelf entering

it with the Spaniards, was received with the ap-

plaufes due to a deliverer, and vifited by the

Cacique, with others in that neighbourhood, who
voluntarily acknowledged themfelves fubje6t to

the king of Spain. He now formed a fcheme for

reconciling thefe Indians and the Zempoallans^

which he had the happinefs to effe6l ; and having
made them friends, he returned to Vera Cruz,

leaving his reputation and intereft highly ad-

vanced by the ifTue of this expedition, which he
had too creduloufly undertaken ; and thus, like

a confummate politician, he made even his very
errors contribute to his grand defign.

In his march back to Zempoalla, he pafTed by
two towns, belonging to thofe who were newly
entered into the confederacy, when he obferved a

foldier Ileal a couple of hens, at which he was fo

provoked that he ordered him to be inftantly

hanged ; but permitted Peter Alvarado to cut

him down with his fword before he was dead.

On his return, he found the Cacique of Zempo-
alla waiting for him at fome diftance from the

town, with a large quantity of provilions for the

refrefhment of the army: when obferving that

chief appear afhamed of his condu6t, he afTured

him tha:t he had laid afide his difpleafure, and they

having entered the town together, the Cacique

made him a prefent of eight of the moft beautiful

virgins, who were of good families; they were
adorned with gold necklaces and pendants, and
attended by feveral women fervants. Seven of

thefe the Cacique allotted for the captains, and the

other being his own niece, he recommended as a

wife to Cortes, in order that their friendlliip might
be ftrengthened by the ties of blood. The general

returned him thanks, and let him know that it
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was not lawful for a Spaniard to marry any woman
that was an idolater, and took this opportunity of

declaring againft their idolatry and fuperftition.

Soon after the Zempoallans aflembled on one

of their moft folemn feftivals, in order to offer hu-

man facrifices, which were performed with horrible

ceremonies ; when the wretched victims being cut

to pieces were fold to the people as facred food.

Cortes being foon informed of this affair, was fil-

led with indignation, and forgetting every other

motive, ordered the Cacique and the principal

Indians who attended him to be brought before

him, and with them proceeded to the temple, fol-

lowed by his troops. The priefts being informed

of his approach, immediately ran to the gate, and
with loud and hedious outcries called the people

to the defence of their gods. At which time fome
armed Indians pofted themfelves in the avenue of

the temple ; wiien Cortes, feeing the inhabitants

allembled in great numbers, ordered Marina to

tell him aloud, that the firft arrow they Ihould let

fly, he would order the throat of the Cacique and
all the principal Indians in his power to be cut,

and then puniih their prefumption with fire and
fword. The Cacique trembled at this dreadful

menace, and commanding them to lay down their

arms and retire, they obeyed with the utmoft ex-

pedition. Cortes then began to declaim againft

the barbarity and abfurdity of their religion, and
at length propofed to the Indians, that they them-
felves fhould afcend the fleps, and overthrow the

idols with their own hands, but proftrating them-
felves upon the ground, they declared with tears

and the moft dreadful lementations, that they
would fuffer all the extremeft tortures he could

invent, rather than be guilty of committing fuch

impious facrilege. But giving the fame command
to his foldiers, the idols were in an inftant thrown
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down and broken to pieces ; while the Indians

ijtood motionlefs with horror, every moment ex-

pe6ling to fee the immediate vengeance of heaven
fall on thefe impious men ; but at length per-

ceiving that they remained unhurt, and that the

gods were unable to defend themfelves, joined

with the Spaniards in burning the fragments of

their idols ; and the next day mafs was celebrated

in that very temple.

The Spaniards now returned to Vera Cruz ;

and on the day they reached that new colony, a
veflel arrived from Cuba, commanded by Fran-
cifco de Salcedo, which brought captain Luis
Martin, ten foldiers and two horfes. By thefe

gentlemen the general was informed, that Valaf-

quez had obtained the title of king's lieutenant

of the illand of Cuba, with a commiffion to trade

and make fettlements in the new difcovered coun-
tries, and that he refolved to put a ftop to Cortes 's

proceedings. Upon this information, the latter

was determined to lay the affair before the king ;

at his defire the council of Vera Cruz wrote a

particular account of the expedition and of Valaf-

quez's injurious behaviour towards him ; befeech-

ing his majefty, in confideration of his great merit,

to grant him the commifllon of captain-general,

that he might exert himfelf in the fervice of his

country, without having any dependance on the

governor of Cuba. While Cortes himfelf, in ano-
ther letter, explained his reafons for hoping that

he fliould be able to reduce the whole empire of

Mexico to his majefty s obedience. Thefe dif-

patches were committed to Alonzo Hernandes
Portocarrero and Francifco Montejo : but Cortes

thinking that the fifth part of the gold they had
collected would be but a trifling prefent for the

king, prevailed with the officers and foldiers to

vefign their ihares, and ^ccordi^igly the above!
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officers embarked for Spain on the i5th of July

1519^ with the gold, jewels, curiofities, together

with fonie Indians who voluntarily confented to

perform the voyage ; and with a particular prefent

from Hernando to his father Martin Cortes.

Thefe deputies had been but juft fent to Spain,

when fome of the friends of Velafquez privately

concerted the means of efcaping to Cuba, in order

to give intelligence to Velafquez of thefe pro-

ceedings ; for which purpofe they had fecured one
of the vefTels, and laid in provifions for the voyage;

but in the very night when they were going to

embark, one of the accomplices went to Cortes

and informed him of the whole fcheme ; when
the latter took his meafures with fuch fuccefs, that

he feized all the perfons concerned ; who being
brought to their trial, two of the ringleaders were
condemned to be hanged, two others were ordered
to be whipt as old offenders, the principal mari-
ner of the lliip was fentenced to loofe one of his

feet, and the reft were pardoned. Cortes had no
fooner figned the warrant for their execution, then
he fetout for Zempoalla, to prevent his being fo-

licited to pardon the principal oifenders.

Cortes being very much difturbed at this con-
fpiracy, which might again break out fo as to dif-

concert his whole fcheme, formed a refolution,

that at once evinced the greatnefs and intrepidity

of his mind: this was to deftroy the fhips, that
the foldiers being deprived of all means of efcape,

might a6t with greater ardour and unanimity, from
their having no other choice but to conquer or die.

Having communicated this important fcheme to
his confidents, they exerted themfelves among the
foldiers in fuch a manner, that themfelves went to
perfuade him to agree to it, and among other ar-

guments argued, that there being one hundred
mariners on board, they would greatly add -to
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their ftrength, and bear a part of all their fatigues.

Cortes feemed coiivinced by their reafons, and a

public inftrument was drawn up by a notary, by m
which piece of fubtilty he was faved from being 5
under the obligation of paying for the fhips, the

whole army being equally bound for the payment
of them. This being done, orders were given for

bringing on Ihore the iron work, anciiors, fails,

and every thing that might be of ufe, and then to

fink them all, except the boats, which were re-

ferved for filhing.

But no fooner had Cortes taken this extraordi-

nary ftep, than all the advantage of it feemed to

be deftroyed by an accident that could not poffibly

be forefeen, and which it was therefore impoflible

for him to avoid. This was the arrival of a fmall

fquadron upon the coaft, of which he received

advice by an exprefs from Juan de Efcalant. He
j,

immediately went to Vera Cruz, and at his arri- ^
val perceived one of the velTels at anchor at a

confiderable diftance from the Ihore, where were

landed three Spaniards, one of whom was a public

notary. Cortes went to them with a fmall party,

when the notary delivered to him a writing, which
contained in fubftance, that the governor of Ja-

maica laid claim to a part of that country, and
therefore fent to inform Cortes, that he was not
to make a fettlement there. Cortes declined

taking the paper, and very mildly told him, that

it would be better if captain Pineda, who he un-

derftood was the commander of the fquadron,

would come on fhore, in order that they might
adjuft the affair in an amicable manner ; but the

notary refufmg to carry this meffage, and infilling

in a difrefpe6tfu] manner, upon having a direct

anfwer to his notification, Cortes ordered them to

be feized, and then waited all night behind a

fandhill near the fliore, in hopes that others would
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land from the fhip. But finding that nobody-

came, he dire6led three of his men to put on the

prifoners clothes, and to go down to the fea fide,

where they were to make fignals with their cloaks.

In confequence of this ftratagem a boat came oiF

from the Ihip with twelve men well armed, which
being perceived by Cortes's foldiers, they retired

under a tree, and four men landing from the boat

with an Indian advanced towards them, without

having the leaft doubt of their being their own
people. By which ftratagem he alfo got thefe into

his hands ; when the boat's crew feeing what had
happened, rowed back to the veiTel which foon af-

ter weighed anchor and flood to fea. Thefe men
readily inlifted in the fervice, and Cortes returned

to Zempoalla with a fmall recruit of feven Spa-

niards, which was then efteemed a very confider-

able reinforcement.

CHAPTER VI.

Cortes begins his march for Mexico, ftays feveral days at

Zocothlan and Xacazingo; fends ambaffadors to Tiafcaia;

but his propofals of peace being rejefted, fights an obftinate

battle with the Tlafcalans. Xicotencal, General of the Tlaf-

calans, attacks the Spanifli quarters by night; but is diverted

of his command, and the Tlafcalans fue for peace.

JLn a few days after Cortes's return to Zem-
poalla, he drew up the army, forming a body of

Spaniards for the van -guard, and another of

Indians for the rear, commanded by three Caciques

of the mountains; the ftrongeft of the carriers

were referved for drawing the artillery, the reft

were loaded with the baggage, and having ap-

pointed an advanced party to reconnoitre, they

VOL, I. F f
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begaii their march toward Mexico, on the i6th of

Aiiguft, 1519^ and in their way were kindly en-

tertained at Jahipa^ Sccochima, and Texucla,

tOWils belonging to the confederates, in each of

which places he ere(5^ed a crofs. while Cortes ex-

horted the people to forbear offering human fa-

criiices. They now entered upon the rough part

of the mountains, where they were obliged to

march for three days over rocks and precipices, in

very cold and rainy weather, without any thing

to fhelter themfeves from the inclemency of the

air. Juit as they reached the fummit, their provi-

iions began to fail ; they there found a temple, and
a large quantity of wood, but made no ftay, as

they obferved fome villages on the other fide of the

mountain, to which they hafted with as much ex-

pedition as poffible.

They now entered into the large and populous
province of Zocathlan, where in a valley at the

foot of a mountain, was a city of the fame name,
in which the Cacique refided. Cortes fent two
Zempoallans to inform the prince of his arrival,

who foon returned with a favourable anfwer. The
Cafcique came out of the city with a great retinue,

and received the general with a kind of forced ci-

vility. The Spaniards here found very incommo-
dious quarters, and only a fmall quantity of pro-

vifions. Cortes however concealed his refentment,

in order to give that prince no opportunity of en-

gaging him in hoftilities that would inevitably ob-

llru6t his march.
The next day the Cacique vifited Cortes at his

quarters, when the latter received him with great

civility, and among other queftions afked whether

he was fubjeft to the emperor of Mexico ; when
the other replied, is there any man upon earth,

who is not a (lave to Montezuma I To which Cortes

fcornfully replied. That he himfelf, and thofe who



BY HERNANDO CORTES. 227

accompanied him, obeyed another king, who ha^
many fubje(5ts more powerfid than Montezuma.
But the Cacique, without attending to thefe words
proceeded to difplay the grandeur of his emperor,

the provinces under his dominion, he faid, were
innumerable, and obferved that he had many
lords who ferved barefooted in liis palace, with

their eyes fixed on the ground ; adding, that he re- ,

fided in the largeft, moft beautiful, and ftrongeft

city in the univerfe, founded in the midft of lakes.

He then expatiated upon the immenfity of hi$

riches, the ftrength of his armies, and the raifery

of his enemies, above 20,000 of whom were annu-
ally facrificed on the altars of his gods.

Cortes eafily difcovered the intent of his dif-

courfe, which had been di<5fated by the court of

Mexico, to deter him from proceeding ; but feem-

ing not to penetrate into his defign, he replied,

that he was already informed of Montezuma's
grandeur, and that his emba0y being peaceable^

his men were appointed rather to lliew his authO'

rity, than as a martial guard ; but yet the moft in-

confiderabie Spaniard was able to overthrow a whole
army of Indians. That he fought for peace: but
if he was compelled to engage in war, he would
deftroy his enemies with fire and fword ; for nature

would alfift him with her prodigies, and heaven
with its lightening. This rodomontade had a fur-

prizing eiFe6l, and the Cacique was fo over awed
by it, that he entirely altered his conduct, and
fupplied the Spaniards with provifions in ^reat

plenty, during the five days Cortes ftaid there, he
even treated him with a prodigious refpe6t, made
him a preient of four female ilaves, and offered to

give him 20 noble Indians for guides to his army,
Cortes now proceeded on his march to the pro-

vince of Tlafcala, that bordered upon Zocathlan,
and for feveral days nothing confider^ble bap-
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pened; but afterwards hearing that the- whole

country was in arms, he refolved to halt at a fmall

town called Zacazingo, until he fhould be better

intormed of their defigns.

The province of Tlafcala was about 50 leagues

in circumference, and although the land was moun-
tainous and uneven, it abounded with inhabitants.

The capital was built upon different eminences.

The people at iirll were governed by kings, until

growing weary of their tyranny, they Ihook of

the yoke, and formed themfelves into a common-
wealth. The towns were divided into a certain

number of diftricls, each of which fent are pre-

fentative to T lafcala, where they formed a fenate,

whofe refolutions were obeyed by the whole pro-

vince. Under this form of government they had
long fupported themfelves againft the emperors of

Mexico, and were then at their higheft pitch of

power ; for Montezuma's cruelty had increafed

the number of their confederates, among whom
was a warlike nation called the Otomies, equally

famed for their barbarity and their valour.

To this republic Cortes fent four of the princi-

pal Zempoallans, who were fully infi:ru6ted by
Aguilar and Marina, how to addrefs the fenate, in

demanding a palfage for the Spaniards through
their territories. They inftantly put on the ap-

pearance of amballadors, each wearing on his

flioulder a wreathed cotton tippet knotted at the

ends; in the right hand a large arrow, and on the

left arm a target formed of tortoife-lhell. Upon
thefe occafions when the purport of the embaily

was war, the feathers of the arrow were red, but

when the errand was peace, they were known and
refpefted on the high roads ; but if they turned

afide they forfeited their privileges.

Cortes's four envoys on their entering Tlafcala,

were condu6ted to a houfe fet apart for the recep-

tion of ambafladors, and the next day brought in-
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to the fenate, the members of which rofe from their

little chairs to bid them welcome. As the amb^f-
fadors entered, they held up their arrows on high,

and wore their tippets on their heads as a mark of

extraordinary veneration : then paying their ref-

pe6ts to the fenate, they proceeded flowly to the

middle of the hall, where they kneeled with their

eyes fixed upon the ground, continuing lilent

until the eldeft fenator defired tliem to declare

their bufinefs. They then feated themfelves upon
their hams, and he who was chofen the orator, ex-

prefled himfelf to the following purpofe; "Noble
* republic, valiant Tlafcalans ;

your friends and
* allies the Lord of Zempoaila, and the moun-
' tain Caciques, wilhing you health, abundance,
' and the deftru6tion of your enemies, fend us to
' inform you, that an invincible race of men are
' come from the eaft, who feem to be more than
^ human ; for they fail upon palaces, and wield
' the thunder and lightening. Yet they worfliip

' an Almighty Being, who is offended at human
' facrifices. The general is ambalTador from a
' mighty prince, who defires to reform the abufes
' of our country, and reprefs the tyranny of Mon-
' tezuma. He has already refcued our provinces
' from oppreffion ; and as he means to pafs
' through your territories in his way to Mexico,
* he defires to be informed of your grievances,
' that he may redrefs your wrongs. We have ex-
' perienced his valour, and in the name of our
^ Caciques and confederates, defire you to enter-
' tain thefe ftrangers." The fpeech being con-
cluded, the four Indians raifed themfelves upon
their knees, and making a profound reverence to

the fenate, feated themfelves again, expecting an
anfwer.

After a fliort conference, the fenators told the

ambaHadors that they gratefully received the fa-

lutation of the confederates ; but muft deliberate
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upon the anfwer to be returned to the ftrangers.

The Indians then reth^ed to their lodgings, when
Cortes's demand produced very obltinate debates,

fome infifting upon repelUng him by force of

arms, and others propoiing a compliance with hia

requeft. The chief of thofe who efpoufed pacific

fentiments, was an old fenator named Magifcatzenji

a perfon of great authority in the republic, who
reminded them of a prophecy, that an invincible

race of men would come from the eaft with fuch
dominion over the elements that they fliould form
floating cities upon the feas, and uie fire and air

to fubdue the earth, Thefe ftrangers he alleged

were certainly the people foretold. They came
from the eaft ; their arms were fire ; they dwelt in

floating houfes, and by their a6fions in Tabafco
proved themfelves invincible. He alleged that

their arrival w^as predi61:ed by fignais from heaven,

which it were impious to difregard. That they
had allifted their allies, and only defired a paffage

through their country, which they could not refufe

without being guilty of incivility to thofe who had
never injured them, and without difrefpeft to their

allies, by whom they were fo warmly recom-
mended.

Magifcatzen's fpeech was received with applaufe;

but the favoui\ibie difpofitions he infpired were
entirely changed by the interpofition of Xicoten-

cai, their general, a young man, animated by am-
''

bition, who, with equal eloquence, ridiculed the

prophecy, and reprefented the Spaniards as com-
mon men, whofe vellels and arms were produced

py human art, whofe valour was not uncommon,
and whofe pride, cruelty, and avarice were in-

tolerable, fince they contemned the laws and cuf-

toms of the Indians, thirfted after their gold, de-

ftroyed their temples, and blafphemed their gods j

and that with refpe6t to the fignais of heaven.
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they ought to be interpreted as warnings to op-

pofe and extirpate thofe prefumptuous firangers.

He therefore earnellly intreated that they would
allow him to afifemble the forces, and exterminate

them at once, as oppreffors of their country and
the enemies of their religion.

Thefe arguments had great weight with a peo-

ple ambitious of military glory: they therefore

ordered their general to try his ftrength with the

chriftians, but detained the ambaiTadors.

Cortes having waited eight days for the return

of his ambaiTadors, determined to continue his

march towards the city of Tlafcala, that in cafe

they were refolved on hoftilities, he might attack

them before they were joined by their allies j by
which prudent refolution he prevented their ob-

taining time to guard a ftrong wall, which was
twenty feet thick, and nine feet high, with a pa-

rapet upon the top; it reached acrofs the valley,

extending from one mountain to another, and had

no other entrance but in the middle, where the

two ends circularly eroded each other for the

fpace often paces, and might have eafily been de-

fended againft all invaders. The Spaniards hav-

ing pafled this wall without oppofrtion, marched
in good order with their artillery ready, and with
advanced parties to prevent furprize. Thefe par-

ties at length difcovered twenty or thirty Indians
at a confiderable diftance, who^ by their plumes,
appeared to be foldiers. Cortes inftantly fent his

fcouts with figns of peace, while he himfeif pre-

pared to follow with eight horfe, giving orders for

the infantry to advance at leifure; but the Indians
took to their heels, until having joined the main
body, which was at fome diftance, they faced

about, and Hood in a pofture of defence. The
eight horfe were now joined by fix others, not-
withftanding which the Indians kept their ground
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until they were reinforced by a body of 5^000 men_,

who had Iain in ambufcade. At this inftant the
Spanilh infantry came up, and formed themfelves

into a battalion, to fuftain the fury with which the

enemy advanced; but the firft volley of the fire-

arms, doing great execution, threw the Indians

into diforder. Of this the Spaniards taking ad-

vantage, fell upon them with fuch refolution, that

in a Ihort time they quitted the field, leaving fixty

men killed, and fome prifoners taken by the Spa-
niards. Cortes was not willing to have his men
engage in the purfuit, but took pofTeffion of fome
houfes that were in light, in which they found a
confiderable quantity of provifions, and pafTed the

night there.

The Spaniards proceeding on their march the

next day, were oppcfed by a larger body of the

enemy which advanced with great noife, and hav-

ing difcharged a flight of arrows and a large quan-

tity of ftones from their flings, retreated, making
a kind of running fight ; but Cortes imagining
that this retreat was only a ftratagem, followed in

clofe order, till having reached the top of a hill,

he difcovered a plain, where was an army of about

40,000 men, compofed of various nations, diftin-

guifhed by the colours of their enligns and their

plumes. The Spaniards boldly marched down the

hill, formed on the even ground, and moved on
to the attack, while the Indians ftill retired, until

finding them at a diftance from the hill, they

opened to the right and left, and ran furioufly to

occupy the ground on both fides, and then do-
ling in a circle, furrounded the Spaniards, who
found it neceffary to throw themfelves into the

form of an hollow fquare, in order to fuftain the

fury of the aflailants. The air was foon darkened

with the arrows, darts and ftones, which fell up-

on the Spaniards, till the Indians obferving the
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little efFe6l of thefe miflive weapons, boldly at-

tacked them with their pikes and fwords. But
the artillery fwept down whole companies ; the

fmall arms killed them in heaps, and Cortes

breaking in among them with his horfe, flew and
trampled under foot all that cam.e in his way.

At length Cortes feeing the enemy fall back,

placed his horfe on the wings, and being accom-
panied by the foot, charged them with redoubled
vigour. They at firft made a fhow of refiftance

;

but the men on horfeback feeming fupernatural,

put them into diforder, and they foon gave way
on all fides; while in this confufion they wounded
and trod one another under foot. During the

battle, Pedro de Moron, who was mounted on
horfeback, was furrounded and taken by the In-

dians, after having received feveral wounds ; and
though he was foon releafed by the reft of the

cavalry, his horfe was killed.

By this time the Spaniards were greatly fa-

tigued, and began to be dubious of fuccefs, when
the cries of the enemy fuddenly ceafed, and this

filence was followed by the noife of horns and
drums founding a retreat. The enemy then mov-
ing flowly off, left the field to the chrifl:ians: but
not with ftanding the lofs of moft of their officers,

they entered their quarters in triumph, with the

horfe's head carried as a trophy before their ge-

neral, who fent it to Tlafcala, where it was facri-

ficed with extraordinary folemnity in one of the

temples. Nine or ten of the Spanifli foldiers, and
many of the Zempoallans, who were fired by the
example of the Spaniards, were wounded in this

battle, which was no fooner over, than Cortes ob-
ferving a fmall town on an eminence that com-
manded the country, marched thither, and had
the fatisfa6tion of finding it well fupplied with
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provilions : but there not being fufficient room to

accommodate the whole army, the Zempoallans
erected huts for themfelves, and raifed fome works
of earth to fecure the place^, notwithftanding its

being ftrong and of difficult accefs.

The fentiments of the Tlafcalans were ftill di-

vided; for while fome cried out for peace, others

were equally eager for continuing the war; Xi-

cotencal demanded fupplies to revenge the lofs

they had fuffered, and one of the confederates ar-

riving at the fame time with 10,000 men, this fuc-

cour encouraged them to profecute the war with

freih vigour. In the mean time, the four Zempo-
allan ambafladors returned by different ways to

the Spaniards, and informed Cortes, that as foon

as Xicotencal took the field, they were put in

prifcn, and deftined by the Tlafcalans as facrifices

to the god of war, but th^sy had happily found
means to make their efcape.

Though a profound ftillnefs reigned throughout
the country, Cortes was far from imagining that

he was out of danger of being attacked by the

Tlafcalans, he therefore refolved to maintain his

poft; but forefeeing the Indians would interpret

his ina6lion as proceeding from fear, he refolved

the next morning to reconnoitre the country, in

order to gain intelligence ; and therefore march-
ed out with all his horfe, and 200 foot, which
equally coniifted of Spaniards and Zempoallans,
He advanced as far as fome villages on the road to

Tlafcala, where he found great ftore of provilions,

and made feveral prifoners, by whom he was told

that Xicotencal was encamped about two leagues

from thence, and employed in recruiting and aug-

menting his army.
The Zempoallans being now highly incenfed

againft the Tlafcalans, Cortes permitted them to

deftroy the country with fire and fword, and then
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returned to the camp, where he fet at liberty all

his pnfoners, and among thofe who had been
taken the day before, he chofe two or three to

carry a melTage to Xicotencal, in which he ex-

prelled his concern for the lofs he had fuftained in

the battle, which his nation had brought upon
themfelves by rejecting the peaceable terms he
had offered them ; and delired that he would now
confent to an accommodation, otherwife he Ihould

make the name of Tlafcala a terror to its neigh-

bours. The prifoners at their departure promifed

to bring him an anfwer; and a few hours after

they kept their word ; but returned bloody and
mangled by Xicotencal's order, for prefuming to

deliver fuch a melFage ; with an anfwer that Xico-
tencal would meet the Chriftians as foon as the

fun arofe, when he did not doubt but that he
llioald carry them alive to the altars of his gods,

and that to fhew how little he feared him, he gave
him notice of his refolution, that he might have
time to prepare himfeif.

Cortes, though picqued at Xicotencal's info-

lence, would not neglect his advice : but at day-

break drew his troops into the iield, leaving fuch

a force in the town, as he thought necefTary for

its defence, and having advanced about half a

league, took polleffion of a fpot where he could
receive the enemy to advantage. He there formed
his men, fecured his flanks with the artillery, and
put himfeif at the head of the horfe, in order to

bring fuccour wherever it fliould be wanted. In a

iliort time, the fcouts returned with intelligence

that the enemy were upon their march, and foon
after they appeared, wheri their number amounted
to above 50,000 men, coniifting of the whole
ilrength of the republic and its allies. They dif-

fplayed a large golden eagle, which was the en-

fign of Tlafcala, and was never brought into the
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:field but upon the greateft undertakings, and at

firft feemed to advance with equal expedition and
intrepidity. On their coming within cannon Ihot,

the artillery filled them with fuch terror, that

they halted for fome time ; but at length rufhed

forward in a throng till they were near enough to

life their flings and arrows, when they were a fe-

cond time ftopt by a difcharge of the fire arms and
crofs-bows. But at length perceiving the flaugh-

t^r that was made among them by the Spaniards

and Zempoallans, they burft upon them like a

torrent, and broke their ranks by mere dint of

weight and multitude; they, however, formed
again, by bearing down ail that did not give way
to their efforts. At this inftant, a great difturb-

ance appeared among the enemy, whofe trcops

appeared to and fro, and turned their arms
againft each other, till at length they retired in

a tumultuous manner.
The caufe of this difturbance and retreat was

afterwards found to be owing to the infolence of

Xicotencal in upbraiding one of the confederate

Caciques with cowardice, for not advancing when
the reft were engaged. The Indian chief, who
had 10,000 men under his command, returned an

angry anfwer, which being followed by a chal-

lenge, the other Caciques efpoufed their friend's

quarrel, and immediately retired. Upon which,

Xicotencal, finding himfelf abandoned by his al-

lies, and having leen a great number of his men
flain upon the fpot, left the field.

It is faid that Cortes loft only a fingle foldier

on this occafion ; however feveral of the men were

very much difcouraged at their being put into

difordcr, and loudly declared that they would

not fdcrifice their lives to Cortes's obftinacy, but

return by themfelves to Vera Cruz, and leave him

alone to follow the di(?tate3 of his ambition. The
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Ipirit of mutiny made it necelfary for Cortes to

allemble the foldiers, when he put them in mind
that they had already vanquilhed tlie Tlafcalans,

who would certainly fue for peace, fo that they

ihould proceed to Mexico, with the additional

reputation of conquering fo warlike a people : but

their retreat would bring them into difgrace, and
endanger their total deftruftion. In Ihort, he

exerted his eloquence with fuch fuccefs, that one
of the mutineers cried aloud, *" Fellow foldiers

!

*' our general is in the right, we cannot now re-

*' tire without being inevitably loft ;" and this

opinion was immediately affented to by the whole
army.
Mean while the Tlafcalans were fo intimidated

by the ill fuccefs of the fecond battle, that they
cried aloud for peace with the ftrangers, whom
they deemed invincible. But the fenate conclud-

ing they were magicians^ refolved to oppofe en-

chantment to enchantment, and therefore con-

fulted their wizzards, who pretended to have dif-

covered the caufe of their defeat, alTerting that

the Spaniards were the offspring of the fun, and
derived a fuperior power from the warmth of his

beams ; but that when he difappeared, they were
weak and difpirited. Hence they propofed that

they fhould be attacked by night, and utterly de-

ftroyed before they could be re- animated by the
beams of their father. This abfurd piece of in-

telligence the fenate communicated to Xicotencal,
with orders to execute it, and he immediately be-

gan to prepare for taking his meafures accord-
ingly.

Mean while Cortes took particular care to pre-

ferve the ftri61:eft difcipline : centinels were con-

llantly pofted at a diftance from the town, the
guards v/ere regularly mounted and relieved, and
the foldiers relied upon their arms. Thefe pre-
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cautions were of the utmoft confequence: for on
the night deftined for the attack, the out-centinels

difcovered a body of the enemy marching towards

the town v.'ith unufua fJownefs and lilence, when
notice being given of their approach, the foldiers

manned the works without noife or confulion, and

cheerfully wailed to give them a warm reception,

Xicotencal had 10,000 men under his com-
mand, whom he ordered to attack the quarters on
three fides at once, v/hich they did with equal

fpeed and refolution ; but they met with fuch a

powerful and unexpe6led refiftance, that many
were {lain, and th.e reft were the more terriiied

from their being conlident they iliould find the

Spaniards weak and unprepared, Xicotencal was
now fenfible of the delufipn of the forcerers ; but

animated by rage, he returned with double fury to

the allault. His Indians affifted each other to

climb over the wail, and tor a confiderabie time

one party fucceeded, as another was flain, until at

length the general ieeing it imprafticable to carry

his point, order the fignal for founding a retreat.

Cortes no fooner perceived them retuing from
the wall, than he fent out part of his infantry,

and all his horie, furnilhed with breaft-plates full

of bells, to charge the Indians, who were fo terri-

fied at the unufual noife, that they fled in confu-

fion, leaving a confiderabie number of dead, and
fome wounded, whom they were in too great a

hurry to carry off. This vicfory was obtained by
the lofs of one man, who was a Zempoal|^n.
The r^ewR of this difappointment foon reached

Tlafcala w- en the inhabitants unanimoufly de-

manded peace, and juftice againfl; the magicians

for having deceived them. The fenate afPembling,

agreed to punifli the impoftors, two of whom
were immediately facrificed to their gods, and to

apply to the ftrangers for forgivenefs, now firmly
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believing that they were the celeftial people men-
tioned in the prophecy. Mean while a mefTenger

was fent to inform Xicotencal of the fciiate's refo-

lution; but that general being exafperatecl againft

the Spaniards^ from whom he longed to retrieve

his honour^ abfolutely refufed to comply, and re-

folved to make a fecond allault by night ; but in

order to know the nature and ftrength of their

fortifications, he employed forty foldiers to enter
the Spanifh quarters among the neighbouring
peafants, who reforted thither to exchange provi-

sions for baubles. Thefe fpies had fpent a great

part of the morning among the Spaniards unfuf-

pe6fed, until a Zempoallan who had obierved one
of them narrowly examining the fortifications,

communicated his fufpicion to Cortes, who in-

ftantly ordered him to be put to the torture, when
he made a full confellion, in confequence of which
his comrades were apprehended, and the whole
fcheme difcovered. The general then cauied 15
of the moft obftinate of thefe fpies to be puniflied,

fome by lofmg a hand, and others their thumbs,
and then difmiffed them to teil Xicotencil that

he was prepared for his coming, and had fent his

fpies alive that they might acquaint him with the

iituation of his works.

At this bloody fpc6tacle the Indian army was
ftruck with horror and aftoniiliment, and their

meffage made a deep impreffion on the general's

mind. He now began to think that the Spaniards
could not have difcovered his defign without a fu-

pernatural information: but while he was reliev-

ing on this fubjedf, he was accofted by feveral per-

fons, fent by the fenate to diveft him of his com-
mand.
The Spaniards expelled an attack all that night

and the next day ; but on, the fiicceeding morning
the advanced centinels perceived four perfons of
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rank adorned with white feathers in token of

peace, and tollowed by thirty Indians loaded with
provifions. As they approached, they frequently

halted, as if afraid to advance, and then bowing
their bodies, touched the earth with their hands,

and applied them to their lips, as a teftimony of

humil.ty and veneration. Marina appearing upon
the wall, aiked for what purpofe they were coming,

and they anfwerlng that they came from the fenate

and republic of Tlafcaia, to treat of peace, they

were allowed to enter, and being introduced to

Cortes, apologized for what was paft, fued for

peace, and earneftly intreated him to march to

their city, where the Spaniards Ihould be ferved

and refpe6ted as the children of the fun, and the

brothers of the gods. Cortes however treated

them with an affedted feverity, and told them,

that confidering the methods they had taken to in-

cur his difpleafure, they ought to look upon their

admiffion to his prefence as a mark of his conde-

fcenfion : that however peace was agreeable to his

inclinations, and he would endeavour to appeafe

the anger of his captains.
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CHAP TE R VII.

Cortes receives an embafly from Montezuma; he makes his

entrance into Tlafcala; after which Diego de Ordaz vilits the
volcano of Popocatepec. Cortes at length receives an embafly
'from Mexico, and marches to Cholula, where a fcheme is laid

for his deftruftion, which is difcovered by the addrefs of Ma-
rina. He leaves Cholula; baffles the treacherous defigns of the

Mexicans; is vifited by the Cacique of Tezeaco, and arrives

at that city, whence he marches to Itztapalapa.

x\.S Montezuma had intelligence of every thing

that pafled, he was greatly alarmed at Cortes's

fuccefs againft the Tlafcalans, apprehending that

fhould they unite their forces, they might be able

to overturn his whole empire. Yet inftead of af-

fembling an army in his own defence, he fent

another prefent to Cortes, by ambalFadors, who
were ordered to divert him from his intended jour-

ney, to watch over his a6iions, and if poffible to

prevent a reconciliation between him and the

Tlafcalans. Five Mexicans of the firft rank, who
were charged with this embafify, arrived in the

Spaniih quarters, foon after the minifters of the

republic had departed, and were favourably re-

ceived by Cortes, who accepted of the prefent

;

but would not difpatch them immediafely, as he
was delirous of having them fee the Tlafcalans

humbled: and indeed they had no inclination to

depart, until they had accompliilied the real de-

fign of their embalTy.

In the mean time the republic caufed the neigh-

bouring villages to furnifli the Spanifli army with
provifions gratis, and in two days Cortes was vi-

fited by Xicotencal at the head of 50 noblemen of

vo-L. I. H h
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his party, who attended him with the enfigns of
peace. He was well made, above the middle fta-

fture, and had a countenance that commanded
refpe<5it. He wore a white mantle adorned with
jewels, and behaved before Cortes with the free

air of a foldier. He began his fpeech by frankly

owning that he was the caufe of the war, from his

believing that the Spaniards were friends to Mon-
tezuma, whom he hated, but was now come to

put himfelf into the hands of his conqueror, hope-

ing by this fubmillion to obtain pardon for his

country, and the return of peace; he alfo intreated

him to enter the city, where quarters Ihould be

provided for his men, and defired that the inhabit-

ants might be well ufed, and their gods and wives

protedied from violence. Cortes complained, in

the hearing of the Mexican ambafladors, with

feme vehemence, of the unjuft war they had car-

ried on, granted the peace, and promifed that no
violence Ihould be committed by the foldiers. At
Xicotencal's departure he gave him his hand, and
told him he would return the vilit after he had dif-

patched Montezuma's ambaffadors.

The Mexicans made a jeft of the peace, and
pretended that the Tlafcalans only fought to lull

him into fecurity, in order with the greater eafe

to deftroy him and his foldiers. But finding that

he was fixed in his refolution to grant them a

peace, they defired him to delay his march to

Tlafcala for fix days, promiling to fend two of

their number to Mexico, to inform their prince of

that tranfa6i:ion ; and as Cortes did not think pro-

per to break with Montezuma, he confented to

this requeil.

Within the appointed time the ambaffadors re-

turned, accompanied by fix perfons of high rank,

wit a fplendid retinue, bearing another prefent

of ^reater value than the former, declaring that
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Montezuma delired to be the friend and confede-

rate of the great fovereign of the Spaniards^ and
would pay him an annual tribute, provided they

would enter into no league with the Tlafcalans,

and lay afide their defign of coming to Mexico.

But Cortes being refolved that thefe ambafTadors

lliould be witoefs of the peace with Tlafcala, poft-

poned his anfwer, refolving to detain them as long

as he couidj to give Montezuma the lels time to

prepare for hoftilities. Thefe embaffies fo greatly

alarmed the Tlafcalans, that the government came
to a refolution to vifit Cortes in the form of a fe-

nate, in order to convince him of their fincerity,

and break oif his negociation with the Mexicans.
They accordingly arrived in folemn proceilion,

carried upon the Ihouiders of inferior officers, and
followed by numerous attendants. Cortes received

them with his ufual flate and civility, and after

they were feated, was addreifed by the father of

Xicotencal, a blind old man of a venerable afpe(5i,

who told him, that the fenate of Tlafcala were
come to fue for peace on his own terms ; to diilliade

him from entering into a league with the tyrant

Montezuma, and iatreated him to honour their

city with his prefence. Cortes aiTured him that

he would march to Tlafcala, whenever the people
of the neigiibouring villages were ready to con-
duct his baggage and artillery. The next morn-
ing 500 tamines, or carriers, appeared at his quar-
ters, and having made the proper difpolitions, he
immediately began his march. The fields were
filled with vaft multitudes of people, who came
to behold the light, and made fuch cries and gefti-

culations, as were miftaken by the Spaniards for

threats of war, until they were informed by Ma-
rina, that in this manner the Indians exprelTed

their joy at their feftivals.

The Spaniards were received by the fenators

and nobles, at a coniiderabie diftance from the
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town J who having paid their refpefts to the ge-

neral, turned about and marched before. The
eity at their entrance refounded with fhouts, ac-

clamationsj and the difagreeable noife of their

horns, pipes, and drums. The crowd was fo

great, that the magiUrates could fcarcely keep the

paflage free. Some of the women threw flowers

on the Spaniards, while others who were more
bold, put nofegays in their hands. The priefts,

clothed in long garments, came with their copper

eenfers, offering incenfe to them as they palled,

and all the fpeftators feemed to be filled with awe,

admiration, and joy. Quarters were provided for

them in a large edifice, which had three or four

fpacious courts, and a ^reat number of rooms; in

the building the whole army was conveniently

lodged, and there Montezuma's ambafladors were

fecure under the protedlion of the Spaniards.

As Cortes knew the warlike chara6ter of the

people among whom he lived, he obferved the

utmoft circumfpeftion ; a guard was regularly

kept in his quarters; he never appeared abroad

without a number of attendants well armed, and

the foldiers never appeared but in companies,

with their fire-arms on their fhoulders. Thefe

marks of diftruft greatly mortified the Tlafcalans,

and Magifcatzin being fent by the lenate to com-
plain of it to Cortes, obferved that his foldiers

by appearing in the city with lightening on their

Ihoulders, gave more offence by fuch a mark of

fufpicion, than they would do by committing real

a6ls of violence. Cortes alfured him, that he was
well convinced of the fincerity and good-will of

the republic, and that his foldiers appearing in

arms was one of the effects of that difcipline

which had rendered the Spaniards invincible. With
this reply the fenate were fatisfied, and the Spa-

niards received daily proofs of the fidelity and

friendihip of their new allies. They were enter-
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tained with plenty of provifions, and prefents were
poured in upon them from all quarters. Not-
withftanding whichj Cortes's zeal made him re-

folve to deftroy all their idols; but it was foon

moderated by the charity of father de Olmedo,
who told him, that perfecution but ill agreed with
the doftrines of the gofpel, and that their conver-

fion required time and gentle ufage. However he
prevailed with the Tlafcalans to defift from hu-

man facrifices> as being in the higheft degree
fhocking to nature, and to fet at liberty thofe

miferable wretches who were fed in cages, in or-

der to be the victims of their inhuman worfhip.

The peace being eftablifhed, and the fenate of

Tlafcala having fworn allegiance to the king of

Spain, Cortes difmifled the Mexican ambafladors,

whom he defired to inform Montezuma of what
had pafTed in their prefence, of the folicitation

and fidelity of the Tlafcalans, over whom he had
now fuch influence that he hoped in time to bring
them under the obedience of the Emperor of
Mexico, and of his refolution to continue his

march, in order to confer with their prince on
that, as well as on other important fubje6ls.

While Cortes ftill continued at Tlafcala, re-

ceiving homage in the name of Charles V, from
the different towns and confederates of the repub-
lie, the inhabitants where alarmed by a furprizing

irruption of fire from the volcano of Popacatepec,
aa high mountain at eight leagues diftance from
the city, which filled the people with terror and
confternation ; for they ridiculoully imagined it to

be a prefage of future misfortune, and fiippofed

that the fparks of fire were the fouls of tyrants
fent abroad by the offended deities to chaftife the
earth.

While Magifcatzin and fome of the principal

noblemen were rehearfing fome of thefe idle fan-
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cies to Cortes, Diego de Ordaz came to afk leave to

afcend the mountain, in order to gratify his cu-

riolity. The Indians, aftonifhed at his propofal,

endeavoured to d ffuade him trom engaging in fucii

a dangerous enterprize^ and obferved, that the

bolaeft men of their nation had never ventured
beyond fome hermitages of the'r gods, about the

middle of the eminence, and that dreadful roar-

ings and trembihigs forbad approach to it>fum-

mit. This account increafed the eagernefs of

Diego de Ordaz, and Cortes granted his requeft,

in order to arrlrd the Tl;fcaians a freih proof of

the fuperior courage of the Spaniards.

Ordaz therefore fet out on this expedition at-

tended by two foldiers, and fome of the principal

Indians, who oiFered to attend him as far as the
hermitages. He found the bottom of the moun-
tain beautified on all lides with green trees, which
extended a confiderable way up tlie afcent. The
earth then grew barren by degrees, "i he Indians

ftopped at the hermitagp, to which they never ex-

pected to fee the Spaniards return, and Diego de
Ordaz, with his companions, proceeded climbing
among the rocks, which were whitened by fnow,
and the allies difcharged from the volcano, and at

length reached a place at a fmall diitance from
the fummit, where they felt the earth move vio-

lently under them, and heard a dreadful roaring

iiTue from the mouth of the volcano, which with

redoubled noife, difcharged a vaft quantity of fire

and fmoke, that darted upwards to a great height.

The Spaniards were infi:antly covered with a

Ihower of hot aflies, which obliged them to feek

for fhelter in the hollow of a rock, where they

were almoft ftifled. D^ego de Ordaz, liowever,

perceiving that the earthquake was pafiTed, encou-

raged the foldiers, by his example, to profecute

this difcovery, until ttiey came within fight of
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the mouth of the volcano, which was about a

quarter of a league in circumference; they ob-

ferved at the bottom a large quantity of inflam-

mable matter, which boiled up like feme fhining

metal infulion. With this account they returned

fafe, to the aflonilhment of the Indians, whofe
efteem for the Spaniards was increafed by this ad-

venture, which afterwards proved of fignal fer-

vice; for Ordaz found a large quantity of fulphur
in the mountain, of which Cortes made gun-
powder, when it was much wanted by the army.

Cortes having continued twenty days at Tla-
fcala, during which he was entertained with ail

poffible marks of refpe6f, declared his refolution

of proceeding for Cholula, in which he was op-
pofed by the Tlafcalans, who endeavoured much
to ftrengthen fonie arguments that had been be-

fore uled by the Zempoallans, by declaring that
Choluia was a facred place, in which were 400
temples, and fuch malevolent gods, that terrified

the world witli prodigies ; that he ought not,

therefore, to enter their territories, without an
aifurance of their being propitious. Juft about
this time new ambaffadors arrived from Monte-
zuma, bringing another prefent, and that prince's

permifiion for the Spaniards to proceed by the way
of Cholula, where he had provided quarters for

the reception of the army. The Tlafcalans im-
mediately concluded, that there was treachery in

the cafe, and Magifcatzin repeated his remon-
ftrances with fuch marks of concern, that the ge-

neral called a council in his prefence, in v/hich

it was agreed, that it was impoffible to avoid
the road propofed by the Emperor of Mexico,
without difcovering a fufpicion of his fmcerity,

that whether this fufpicion was well or ill founded^

it would not be proper to difclofe it, and that it

would be equally dangerous to leave enemies be-



^48 CONQUEST OF MEXICO,

hind him. Whence it was necefTary for them to

go to Cholula to difcover Montezuma's inten-
tions, and to obtain new reputation by chaftiling

his fubjefts for their perfidy.

Indeed Montezuma being terrified at the vi^o-
ries of the Spaniards, and afliamed of employing
his armies againil fuch an handful of men, actually

refolved to deftroy them by artifice, and had chofen
Cholula for that purpofe. Yet the inhabitants of

that city were fuch novices in diffimulation, that

they had neglefted fending deputies to Cortes,

who therefore complained to the Mexican ambaf-
fadors of this mark of difrefpedl, and even when
they were informed of his difpleafure, they fenrt

four perfon.s with fuch mean equipage, that he re-

fufed to admit them into his prefence. Cortes on
the day of his departure, drew up the Spaniards

and Zempoallan auxiliaries^ and was much fur-

prized to find the whole force of the republic and
her allies i"eady in the field, diftinguillied by the

colour of their feathers, and their diflferent en-

figns ; byt Cortes infifl:ed upon taking only 6000
of the republic's troops, with which he began his

marcli to Cholula. That city was about five

leagues from Tlafcala, and the fame evening he
halted near a river, within three miles of the place,

which he was unwilling to enter by night. He
was there vifited by deputies from the city of

diftinguifhed rank, who brought a prefent of

^rovifions, and excufing themfelves for not wait-

ing upon him at Tlafcala, on account of his

being there in the midft of their enemies, wel-

comed him and his people to their city. Though
Cortes was far from being convinced of their fin-

cerity, he admitted of their excufe, and the next

morning proceeded to towards Cholula, where he

was met by the Caciques and priefi:s, attended by

^ multitude of unarmed people, who had the ap-
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pearance of being filled with reverence and joy;

but tbey no fooner perceived the body ofTIafcaians

that marched in the rear;, than a difagreeable

murmur was heard among the chiefs, upon which

Marina was ordered to afk the reafon of it, when
Ihe returned with an anfwer, that the TIafcaians

being their enemies, could not enter the city in.

arms, wherefore they earneftly entreated, that he
would order them to return. Cortes was difcon-

certed at this demand; he however deiired the

TIafcaians to lie without the city, to which they

agreed, and they took up their lodgings in a place

from which they might eaiily come to the aifift-

ance of the Spaniards, in cafe of neceffity. In

Ihort, Cortes entered Cholula amidft the accla-

mations of the people, and with all the marks
of refpe6t (liewn to the Spaniards at their entrance

into Tlafcala.

The city of Cholula flood in an open and de-

lightful plain, and it was much frequented by
ftrangers, on account of its being a fan6luary

of the gods, and its carrying on a conliderable

trade. The ftreets were fpacious, the buildings

larger and more beautiful than thofe of Tlafcala,

and a greater number of the fumptuous towers,

which adorned the city, iliewed the multitude of

their temples. It contained 20,000 inhabitants

within the walls, and an equal number in the fii-

burbs; but as they chiefly confifted of mechanics
and merchants, they were efteemed more cunning
than warlike. The quarters appointed for the

Spaniards, were three or four large edifices con-

tiguous to each other, and fufficient to contain

both the Spaniards and Zempoallans. The TIa-

fcaians chofe a place at a fmall diftance from the

town, which they fecured with fome works, form-

ed guards, and placed centinels, in imitation of

VOL. I. I i
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their European fr ends, from whom they had ob-

tained fome knowledge in the art of war.

In the firft three or four days, there was the

greateft appearance ot tranquility and friendfhip,

but after that time provifions grew gradually

fcarce, and an entire Hop was put to the entartain-

ments of the Caciques. The priefts and Monte-
zuma's ambafladors held private conferences, and

the people began to look upon the Spaniards with

an air of fcorn and diftafte. This naturally awak-

ened the jealoufy of the latter, and Cortes was
endeavouring to penetrate into the intentions of

the Cholulans, when the whole defign was acci-

dentally difcovered. Marina had contracted a

friendfhip with an old Indian woman of diftinc-

tion, who coming one morning to her apartment,

begged, with great earneftnefs, that (lie would
immediately forfake thofe abominable ftrangers

and live with her. Marina perceiving that there

was fomething extraordinary in this requeft, be-

moaned her captivity, and a61:ed her part fo well,

that the Cholulan, believing her lincere, told her

that there was no time to be loft, for the Spa-

niards were devoted to deftru6lion ; that Monte-
zuma had fent 20,000 Mexicans to fecure the fuc-

cefs of the defign, of which 6000 chofen men had
already entered the city in fmall parties: that a

great quantity of arms was diftributed among the

inhabitants, who had carried Hones up to the tops

of their houfes, and cut deep trenches acrofs the

ftreets, in which were fixed lliarp ftakes, which
were flightly covered with earth, for the deftruc-

tion of the horfes : that the Emperor of Mexico
had refolved to exterminate all the Chriftians ;

but had given orders that fome of them fhould be

taken alive, to fatisfy his curiofity, and zeal for re-

ligion, and that he had made the city of Cholula

a prefent of a gold drum, to excite their courage.
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Marina, on obtaining this intelligence, pretend-

ed that flie was ready to attend her deliverer, and
would only go and fetch her jewels ; but imme-
diately halted to Cortes, and told him the whole
affair, upon which the Indian woman was feized,

and by threats, engaged to make a particular con-

feffion of the whole. He was at the fame time

informed by fome Tlafcalan foldiers, who entered

the city in the difguife of peafants, that they had
feen the Cholulans carrying their women and ef-

fe^ls to the neighbouring villages ; and, in fliort,

obtained intelligence from feveral other perfons,

which put the affair beyond all doubt.

Cortes now thought it necellary to juftify his

condu6t by the teftimony of fome unexceptionable

witneffes among the citizens themfelves, and there-

fore fent for three of the chief priefts, and dif-

courfing with them feparately, complained of their

treachery, and mentioned all the particulars of

their defign. When believing that he was en-

dowed with the power of penetrating into the

thoughts of men, they acknowledged the truth,

and charged Montezuma with being the author
of the whole contrivance. Thefe priefts were
then fecretly imprifoned, and Montezuma's am-
bafTadors excluded from all communication with
the people. Cortes ordering his captains to af-

femble, laid before them the whole confplracy,

and propofed a fcheme for punifhing the Cholu-
lans, to which they unanimoufly confented.

Agreeably to this plan, he let the magiftrates

know that he. lliould depart the next day ; de
manded provifions for his march, Indians to carry

his burdens, and with a view of difuniting their

forces, required a reinforcement of 2000 armed
men to join the Tlafcalans and Zempooilans

;

which they readily granted, in order to introduce

concealed enemies among his troops, whom they
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Ihould life as occafion lliould oiFer. The Tlafca-
lans were then ordered to draw near the city at

day-break, and to enter the town and join the
Spaniards and Zempoallans at the firft difcharge

of the fire-arms. At night having firft fecured

the quarters with guards and centinels, he fent

for Montezuma's ambafladors, and told them he
had difcovered a confpiracy formed againft him by
the Caciques and citizens of Cholulan, whom he
was refolved to punifh, not only for their perfi-

dious breach of hofpitality, but for pretending

that they had received orders and alfilftance from
Montezuma, and that he was not fo much pro-

voked at their treacherous intentions towards him,
as at their prefuming to lay their crime to the

charge of the Emperor. The ambafifadors ap-

peared overwhelmed with terror and confuiion,

pretended to be ignorant of the confpiracy, and
endeavoured to fave Montezuma's credit, w^iile

Cortes rejoiced at this opportunity of defeating

the arts of the Mexican prince, and at the Hime
time raifmg the reputation of his arms.

Early in the morning came the carriers with

feme provilions, though in a fmall quantity, and

afterwards a greater number of armed Indians

than Cortes had demanded. Thefe he fecured in

feveral parts of his quarters, on pretence of form-

ing his battalions in the ufual manner. Then
putting his men in order, and mounting his horfe,

he fent for the Caciques, and when they appeared,

told them in a loud and angry voice. That as he

had difcovered their confpiracy, he would fo fe-

verely punifli them, that they Ihould repent of

their treachery. Scarce had he began to fpeak,

when they halted away with great expedition to

join their own forces, infulting him Vv^ith threats

and abufe, which they uttered as they fled. He
then commanded his infantry to fall upon the
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foldiers, whom he had kept divided in the fquares

of his quarters, all of whom were foon deftroyed.,

except a few who threw themfelves from the walls

and efcaped. This bloody (laughter being ended,

he gave the fignal for the Tiafcalans to advance,

and then marched llowly into the principal ftreet,

having firft left a guard in the quarters, and de-

tached fome Zempoallans to difcover the trenches,

in order that the horfe might efcape the danger.

In the mean time, the Cholulans called in the

Mexicans, and entering a large fquare, in which
were three temples, pofted a number of men in

the porches, and tops of the towers, while the

reft were divided into feveral bodies to engage the

Spaniards. Juft as Cortes's troops entered this

fquare, and the charge was given, the Tiafcalans

clofed with the enemy's rear, and threw them into

fuch diforder, that they neither knew how to fly,

nor how to defend themfelves, fo that they fell in

heaps without refiftance. The terraces and fleps

of the temples were fo crouded with armed men,
that they could fcarce turn themfelves, or find

room to fix their arrows; when Cortes marching
to the largeft temple, commanded his interpreters

to proclaim a pardon and free paffage to all who
would come down and furrender themfelves ; but
this proffer, though twice repeated, being reje6ted

by all but on^ Indian, he caufed the artillery to

play upon the temples, fo that great numbers pe-

rifhed in their ruins. And all the other temples
being deftroyed in the fame manner, there were
above fix thoufand of the natives and Mexicans
flain. The Tiafcalans having pillaged the town,
Cortes affigned them lodgings without the city,

and then retired to his own quarters, where or-

dering the principal perfons of the town, who had
been taken prifoners, together with the priefts and
Indian woman, whom he had kept confined, to
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be brought before him, he expreffed his concern
at their having obliged him to infii6l fo fevere a
puniihment upon the city^ pubhfhed a general
pardon, and defired the Caciques to call back the
fugitives. The ambaffadors congratulated Cortes

on his fuccefs, and the citizens being encouraged
by his offers of peace, returned to their houfes,

and opened their fhops, fo that the tumult imme-
diately fublided.

The day after the a^lion, Xicotencal arrived at

the head of 20,000 men, which the Tlafcalans had
fent to the affiftance of the Spaniards ; but Cortes

having returned them his acknowledgments, in-

formed their general, that he would foon begin
his march to Mexico, and that it would be im-

proper to exafperate Montezuma by bringing fuch

a number of his declared enemies into his domi-
nions, when Xicotencal acknowledging the juftice

of this obfervation, promifed to retire, and keep
the troops in readinefs in cafe he llaould have occa-

fion for them. But before their departure, Cortes

brought about a peace between the republic and
Cholula, by which means he opened a way for the

Tlafcalans to fupply him with fuccours, and re-

moved all impediments to his retreat.

Some of the Zempoallans now defiring leave

to return home, Cortes granted their requeft, and
took this opportunity of fending fome prefents to

their Cacique, and at the fame time fent Juan de

Efcalante a fiiort account of his fuccefs, defiring

him to ftrengthen Vera Cruz with additional for-

tifications, in order to fecure it from the relllefs

ambition of Velafquez.

About this time new ambafladors arrived from

the emperor of Mexico, who had been informed of

all that had pafTed at Cholula, and being willing

to efcape the fufpicion of having any concern in

the affair, not only thanked Cortes for chaftifing
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thofe traitors ; but fent him a prefent of great

value, by which means he thought to lead the

Spaniards into a blind fecurity, that they might
the ealier fall into a fnare he had prepared for

them.
Cortes having ftaid fourteen days at Cholula,

proceeded towards Mexico, and the firft night

lodged in a village, to which the chiefs of the

neighbouring towns repaired with prefents. From
them Cortes heard the fame complaints of Monte-
zuma as in the more diftant provinces, and was
informed that the Mexicans had placed a confider-

able ambufcade on the other fide of a mountain he
was to pafs the next day ; that they had flopped

up the high road, and opened another which ended
in precipices, and that the Spaniih army when
perplexed with difficulties, was to be fuddenly

charged, where their horfes could be of no fervice,

and the foot have no room to form. Cortes^ though
highly incenfed at this piece of treachery, ftified

hi^ refentment, and the next day profecuted his

march over a very craggy mountain, adjoining

to the volcano, -proceeding with great caution.

When he had reached the top, he perceived the

two roads which had been defcribed to him, and
turning with great compofure to the Mexican am-
bafTadors, he afked the reafon why one of them
was blocked up with trees and (tones, and the

other but newly made. To which they anfvvered,

that the new road was levelled for his convenience,
and the other flopped up, on account of its being
more fleep and difficult. Cortes replied, '' You
" are but little acquainted with the genius of our
'^ nation, for we will march in this road for no
^^ other reafon than its difficulty." He then de-

li red his Indian friends to march before, and re-

move the obftacles to his paiTage, which to the
amazement of the ambalTadors was foon done, for

they never dreamt that he fufpeded their deligii.
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When the Indians in ambufcade obferved that the
Spaniards marched in the royal road, they con-
cluded that they were difcovered, and began to
retire in great diforder ; while Cortes defcended,

without oppofition into the plain, and pafTed the
night in fome houfes built for the reception of the

Mexican merchants who reforted to the fairs of
Cholula.

In the mean time Montezuma being difpirited by
thefe difappointments, grew daily more and more
devout ; reforted to the temples ; increafed the

number of human facrifices, and at length aiTem-

bling his magicians, ordered them upon pain of

death to fet out to meet the Spaniards, and either

to ftupify or overcome them by the force of their

enchantments. In compliance with this command,
a conliderable number of necromancers fet out,

but having performed their incantations without
fuccefs, returned to Montezuma, and told him,
that the god Telcatlepuca, from whom famine and
plagues proceeded, had appeared to them in a

garment girt with a rob of wicker, declaring that

Montezuma's ruin was decreed, and the difTolution

of the empire at hand. The fuperftitious king
was ftruck dumb at this report, till at length re-

covering his fpeech, he cried, " If our gods for-

'* fake us, let the ftrangers come. It would be
^' diflionourable to turn our backs upon misfor-
f*' tunes," and then, after a lliort paufe, added,
*' I lament the old men, women and children,

" who cannot defend themfelves." From this

moment he began to prepare for the entertainment

of the Spaniards. All the difcourfe of Mexico

turned upon their aftoniiliing a6tions, and the

prodigies by which their coming had been foretold,

and thefe topics of converfation produced a pre-

pofTeffion that was abfolutely necelTary to enable

fuch a handful of men to penetrate to the very

court of fuch a powerful prince.
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Cortes having pafled the mountain, advanced

the following day to a village in the jurifdi6lion of

Chalco, where he v/as vifited by the principal Ca-

cique of the province, and others in that neigh-

bourhood, who brought him provifions and other

prefents, and when unobferved by the Mexican
ambafTadors, complained of Montezuma's tyran-

ny, the weight of their taxes, and, his taking their

women to gratify his luft, and that of his mini-

fters, by which means the wife found no protec-

tion in the bed of her hulband, nor the daughter

in the arms of her mother.

The next day Cortes purfued his march four

leagues through a delightful country, adorned
with groves and beautiful gardens, until he arrived

at a village built on a creek of the great lake,

where he chofe to ^ake up his lodgings. Thither
the Mexicans reforted with their arms and military

ornaments, in fuch numbers as raifed Cortes's fuf-

picions; when, in order to keep them at a proper

diftance, he caufed fome fire-arms and pieces

of artillery to be fired in the air, at which they

were fo terrified, that they haftily retired. How-
ever he was vifited in the morning by one of Mon-
tezuma's nephews, who was lord of Tezeuco ; he

was a young man, had an agreeable perfon, and
was carried on the flioulders offome of his fervants,

in a chair adorned with a variety of feathers curi-

oufly diverfified. He no fooner alighted than his

fervants went before to fweep the ground, and

keep back the people on each fide. Cortes going

to the door of his apartment received him with a

low bow, which the prince returned by touching

the earth, and then his lips with his right hand,
which falutation being pafled, he fat down, and
with an eafy air, welcomed him and all his cap-

tains; fpoke of Montezuma's amicable difpofition,

and mentioned the difficulties that oppofed his
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going to Mexico^ on account of that year's barren-

nefsj by which the people were much diftrelTed, fo

that ftrangers could be but ill accommodated where

the natives wanted neceiTaries. To which Cortes

replied, that the king his mafter having fome im-

portant reafons for offering his friendfliip to Mon-
tezuma, he, his fervant, with great refpeft accepted

the liberty he had received to deliver his embally,

without being in pain for the prefent fcarcity, fince

the Spaniards required but little nourilhment, and
even defpifed the inconveniences which afflicted

men of an inferior fpecies. The emperor's nephew^

then received a prefent of fome falfe jewels made
of glafs, at which he Ihewed great figns of joy,

and having accompanied the army as far as Te-
zeuco, the capital of his dominions, proceeded to

Mexico, to give an account of his embalTy.

The city of Tezeuco was one of the largeft in

the empire, and in grandeur was but little infe-

rior to Mexico itfelf. It extended along the banks

of a fpacious lake, at the beginning of the Mexican
caufeway. The houfes were very beautiful and the

ftreets regular, and what was ftill more extraor-

dinary, frefli water was brought in pipes to every

houfe. Cortes purfued his march over the caufe-

way which was twenty feet broad, and compofed
of ftone, and in the midway came to another town
of about 2000 houfes, called Quitlavaca, which
was founded in the water, whence it afterwards

obtained the name of Venezuela, or little Venice.

Here the Cacique attended by a fplendid retinue,

eame out to meet him, and prelled him to honour
his city withfpending the night there. To which
he thought proper to confent; for he began to fuf-

pe6l that the Mexicans might break the caufeway,

or obllruft his march by taking away the bridges.

From this place the Spaniards had a view of the

greateft part of the lake, which was beautified
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with towns, adorned with towers and pinnacles,

gardens and caufeways that feemed to float upon
the water. The battlements of the houfes were
filled with people ; multitudes of Indians ap-

proached in their canoes to behold the Spaniards,

and the v/hoie formed a profpecl that was at once

new and extremely noble. In this city, they were
entertained with a politenefs that fhewed its neighs

bourhood to the court.

About break of day the next morning, the Spa-

niards formed themfelves upon the caufeway,

which was there wide enough to allow eight horfes

to march in front, and the whole army, which con-

lifted of 450 Spaniards, and 6000 Indian allies,

proceeded on their march to Iztapalapa, a city

built in a moft delightful and commodious litua-

tion, part of it upon the lake, and the other part

on the fhore. It conlifted of 10,000 houfes, of

two or three ftories high. The lord of this city,

accompanied by the princes of two other towns
bordering upon the lake, came out to meet Cortes

with three feparate prelents of gold, fowls, fruit,

and other provilions. The Spaniards entered the

city amidft the loud acclamations of the people

;

lodgings were prepared tor them in the prince's

own palace, which was a large and well-built edi-

fice, with many apartments both above and below
ftairs, among which were feveral chambers with
flat roofs of cedar, furniilied with cotton hangings,

curioufly painted; Hei'e were many conduits of

excellent water, conveyed by aquedu6ts from the

neighbouring mountains, and a confiderable num-
ber of large and well cultivated gardens, particu-

larly one that was far more beautiful and fpacious

than the reft, and belonged to the Cacique It

confifted of fquares adorned with a variety of

flowers, a parterre with divifions made of canes in-

terwoven with odoriferous flnuibs, and fruit-trees
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difpofed into walks. In the middle was a quadran-
gular pond of frelh water, encompafTed with fteps

to the bottom, each iide extended 400 paces.

Here were kept the moft delicate filli ; and it at the

fame time ferved as a retreat to a great nimiber of

herons, wild-ducks, and other forts of water fowl.

CHAPTER VIII.

Cortes enters Mexico, where he is met by Montezuma, who
comes in great ftate to welcome him to the city; afteinvards

confers with him at his quarters, and grants him an audience

in the royal palace. A defcription of the city of Mexico, with

an account of the grandeur, wealth, and power of the em-

peror, and the religion and policy of the Mexican govern-

ment.

/ARLY in the morning the Spaniards left

the city of Iztapalapa, and beginning their march
in their accuflomed order, foon difcovered the

great city of Mexico, diflinguiflied above the reft

by the height of its towers, and the grandeur and

multiplicity of its buildings. On their having

marched about halfway, they were met by a body
of about 4000 nobles and officers of the city, who
came out to meet them, and having paid their obe-

dience, turned about and advanced before the

troops. At a fmall diftance from Mexico, the

caufeway was crolied by a bulwark of ftone, where

the entrance into the city was fecured by gates, a

draw- bridge, and a fecond fortification. The
nobles had no fooner palled on the other fide of

the bridge, than they fell back on each fide, and
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made a lane for the army to pafs through, when
there appeared a fpacious ftreet, the houfes ofwhich
were uniformly built, and the windows and battle-

ments filled with fpe6tators; though no body was
feen palling through the ftreets ; for Montezuma
had given orders for their being cleared, as he had
himfelf refolved to lliew Cortes an extraordinary

mark of favour by his coming out to meet him.

Scarce had the Spaniards entered the city when
they perceived the firft troop of the royal retinue,

which confifted of 200 noblemen of Montezuma's
houfehold uniformly adorned with feathers, who
approached in two files with their eyes fixed on the

ground, obferving the ftrid:eft filence; but on
their approaching the Spaniards, fell back on
each fide. Then appeared at a confiderable dif-

tance a larger company more richly adorned, in

the midft of whom was Montezuma in a chariot

of burnilhed gold, furrounded with beautiful

feathers, and carried on the Ihoulders of his fa-

vourites, while four perfons of difl:in(5tion held

over his head a canopy of green feathers inter-

woven with ornaments of filver. He was preceded
by three officers with golden rods, which they
from time to time lifted up as a fignal of the em-
peror's approach, that all might proftrate them-
felves, and hide their heads. Cortes difmounted
at a fmall diftance, and Montezuma at the fame
time alighted from his chariot, when fome of the
Indians advanced before and fpread carpets, that
his feet might not touch the ground. He came
forwards with a flow and folemn pace, leaning
upon his coufins, the princes of Tezeuco and
Iztapalapa. He was about forty years of age, of
a middle ftature, and had a good prefence; but
his conftitution feemed rather delicate than robuft.

He had an aquiline nofe, and a fairer complexion
than the reft of the Mexicans: his eyes were lively.
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and his hair reached a little below his ears; his

look^ though thoughtful, was majeftic : he wore on
his htad, a kind of golden mitre; a mantle of fine

cotton,, covered with gold, pearls, and precious

fiones, was carelefsly tied on his Ihoulders ; and
his Ihoes, which refembled the fandals of the Ro-
maivo, confiil:ing of a golden fole bound to the

foot, with ftudded ilr&ps that came round a part

of his leg.

Cortes, on feeing him, alighted, haftily ad-

vanced, and made a profound reverence, which

Montezuma returned in the manner of his coun-

try, by touching the ground with his hand, and
killing it, at which the Mexicans were greatly

aftoniihed, fmce they had never feen any of their

emperors give fuch an inftance of condefcenlion.

Cortes wore about his neck a chain of glafs, cu-

rioufly fet in imitatioii of diamonds and emeralds,

which he had referved as a prefent for his firft au-

dience, and coming up clofe to the emperor, he
threw it aboai his neck. 1 he princes who fup-

ported him Ihewed fome emotion, and interpofed

to prevent Cortes, fignifymg that it was unlaw-

ful to approach fo near : but they were repri-

manded by Montezuma, who bowed his head, to

flievv that he accepted the prefent, and which he

returiicd by putting upon Cortes's neck, a rich

ornament of crimfon fliells, joined together with

great art, at each of which hung four crabs

of gold of excellent workmaniliip. Cortes then

made a Ihort fpeech, which being anfwered by

Montezuma, he ordered one of his fupporters to

condu6l the ftranger to his lodging, and then

leaning on the other, went to his chair, and re-

turned to his palace.

In this manner Cortes entered the city of Mex-

ico, on the eighth of November, 1519. One of

the royal palaces was provided for the Spaniards,
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It was buiit by Montezuma's father, and was
large enough to lodge the whole army. It had
very thick ftone walls, was flanked with towers,

and many of the chambers were furnifhed with

cotton hangings, and feather-work of various co-

lours. The chairs were formed out of folid pieces

of wood, and the bedfteads had curtains like pa-

vilions, the beds themfelves were of palm-mats,

and the bolfters of the fame rolled up. Cortes

entered thefe lodgings a little after twelve at

noon, and had no fooner diftributed his guards,

and placed his artillery before the gate, than he
found a fplendid banquet prepared for himfelf and
his officers, and great plenty of provifions drelTed

for the folders, with many Mexicans, who waited

upon them in the moft profound filence.

In the evening Cortes was viiited by Montezu-
ma, who came in the fame ilate as before ; Cortes

went to the principal fquare to meet him, and
after making a profound reverence, entered the

apartment with Montezuma, who took his feat

with an air of majefty, and ordered a chair to be

brought for Cortes: when the company retiring

to fome diftance, he is faid to have addrefled him-
felf to him to the following purpofe: "^ Before

you mention the particulars of your embaily, il-

*' luftrious captain, let you and I lay afide the
** prejudices we have each imbibed of the other,
*' from the mifreprefentation of common report.
*' You have been in fome places told that I am a
** god, that my power is invincible, and my
'^ riches immenfe ; that my palaces are covered
*' with gold, and that the earth groans beneath
"^ the weight of my treafure. Upon other occa-
*' lions you have heard that I am a tyrant, info-
^'^ lent, cruel, and unjuft ; but you have been im-
*' pofed upon by both reprefentations: this arm
'* of flelh and blood ihews that I am mortal, and
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''^ thefe walls and roofs demonftrate that my pa^
*' laces are not covered with gold, and from thefe
'^ inftances you may conclude that the account of
*^ my vices is alfo exaggerated by the malice of
*' ray enemies. 'We have alfo received various ac-
"^ counts of you ; fome have affirmed that }'ou are
*' gods who grafp the thunder, command the
*' elements, and compel the bsafts of the foreil

'' to obey your dire6iions. You have been re-
" prefented by others as proud, vindictive, volup-
" tuous, and tranfported with an infatiable thirft

" after the gold which our country produces.
'^ Yet I now lee that I have been alike deceived
*^ by thefe ditferent accounts. You are made like

""other men, and only diftinguifhed from us by
"^ the peculiarities of your own country. The
'* beafts that fo readily obey you, are large deer
*'^ trained up to difcipline. Your arms that pro*
" duce lightening, I conceive to be barrels oF

"metal, and their effe6l, like that of our farba-
*' cans, proceeds from air comprefTed, and ftriv-

*' ing for vent; and as to the iire, noife, and
" fmoke, they furely are ov»^ing to enchantment.
" In a word, we believe, that the great prince to
"^ whom you pay obedience, is a defcendant of
'^ Quezalcoal, Lord of the feven caves of the Na-
'* vatlaques, and lawful fovereign of the feven na-
**^ tions that gave rife to the Mexican empire.
" For from the tradition of many ages, we know
'' that he left thefe countries to conquer new re-

" gions in the eaft, with a promife that in procefs
*' of time, his defcendants fhould return and new
" model our laws, and reform our government.
" We have therefore already determined, that
'' every thing fliall be done for the honour of a
'* prince who is the offspring of fuch an iilullrious
"^ progenitor."
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To this fpeech Cortes replied to the following

purport :
^' We have^ it is true^ Sir, heard very

'^ oppofite accounts of your chara6ter, which fom,e
'' have extolled, and others have vilified ; but as
'' Spaniards have penetration enough to diftin-

f' guilh the colours of difcourfe, we liave given no
" credit either to your flatterers or your rebels,
^^ but come into your prefence with full alTurance
^' of your being a great and equitable prince.
"^ You juftly conclude that we are mortal, though
" more intelligent and valiant than your valTais.

*' Our beafts are not deer, but are of a more ge-
" nerous fpecies, inclined to war, and afpiring,
^'^ with a kind of ambition, to the glory of their
'' mailers : and as to our arms, they are made by
*' human induftry, without the ailiftance of magic,
" an abominable art which we deteft. I am come
**^ as ambaflador to your majefty from the moft
'' powerful monarch on whom tiie fun fheds his
'^ beams at his firjR; riung. He defires to be your
'^ friend and confederate, and though according
*^ to your traditions he might pretend to be more
" abfolute in thefe dominions, he makes no other
*' ufe of his authority, but to promote your ad-
^^ vantage, and to convince you that you have de-
'' parted from the worfhip of the true God, to pay
'•^ your adoration to infenfible pieces of v/ood,
^^ carved out by your own hands, to whom you
" inhumanly facrifice your fellow-creatures.'"' He
made ufe of other arguments to induce Monte-
zuma to renounce his religion, and having ended
his fpeech, the emperor arofe, faying, '^ I accept
'' the friendfliip and confederacy of the great de-
'^ fcendant of Quezalcoal, but all Gods are good,
''^ and yours may be fo without offence to mine.
" In the mean time, repofe yourfelves, you are
^'^ in your own own houfe, where you Ihall be
'' punctually ferved with all poffible refpedl^!'

VOL. I. LI
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He then gave orders for fome Mexicans without

to bring in a prefent that he defigned for Cortes^

and which was a very valuable one, conlifting of

pieces of gold, cotton robes, and other curiofi-

ties, and at the lame time, with an air of cheerful

generofity^ he difcributed fome jewels among the

Spaniards who were prefent.

The next day Cortes demanded an audience,

which was immediately granted, he therefore

drelTed himfelf in his gayeft apparel, without

quitting his arms, and fet out for the palace with

Juan Veiafquez de Leon, Diego de Ordaz, Pedro

de Alverado, and fix or feven favourite foldiers.

The ftreets where crouded with vaft multitudes

of people, who made way to let them pafs, often

pronouncing araidft their acclamations the word
Teule or God, with which the Spaniards were
pleafed, from the opinion that this extraordinary

veneration would contribute to their fuccefs. At
fome diftance appeared Montezuma's palace, a

prodigious pile of building, which had thirty

gates that opened to as many different ftreets.

The principal front took up one fide of a fpacious

fquare, and was of red, white and black jafper,

beautifully poliflied ; and in a large fliield over

the gate was reprefented Montezuma's arms, a

griffin with its wings extended, holding a tyger

in its talons. When the Spaniards approached

this entrance, the Mexicans who accompanied
Cortes walked up to one fide of it, then retiring,

formed a femicircie, that they might enter two
a-breaft ; for it was efteemed irreverent to enter

the royal palace in a crowd. After their having

pafiTed three fquares, they reached Montezuma's
apartments, which they admired for their large-

nefs and furniture. The walls were covered with

cotton hangings, interwoven with the furs of

rabbits, and the innermoft rooms were adorned
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with a very beautiful kind of tapeftry;, compofed

of feathers. The floors were alfo covered with

mats, and the roofs were of cyprefs, cedar, and
other kinds of odoriferous woods, adorned with

fohages and relievos, and though the ufe of nails

was unknown to the Mexicans, the ceilings were

fo contrived, that the planks fuppoiiied each

other. In thefe fpacious rooms were officers who
guarded the entrance, and at the door of the anti-

chamber, were the nobility and magiftrates, who
received Cortes with much civility, but detained

him until they had taken off their fandals, and
rich mantles, and put on others that made a lefs

•fplendid appearance, for they thought it prefump-

tuous to appear in their richeft apparel before the

emperor. Montezuma, who was ftanding with

all his enfigns of royalty about him, advanced

fome fteps to meet Cortes, who coming forwards

with a low bow, the Emperor laid his hands upon
his Ihoulders, gave the reft of the Spaniards a

fmile, and then feating himfelf, defired them to

fit, and entered into converfation with great free-

dom : alked feveral queftions relating to the man-
ners and politics of the eaftern countries, and
made very judicious remarks upon the anfwers of

Cortes. He then mentioned how much the Mex-
icans were obliged to the defcendants of their firft

king, and feemed to rejoice in having the pro-

phecy fulfilled in his reign. Cortes turned the

difcourfe upon religion, and particularly exclaim-

ed againft human facrifices v/ith fuch warmth,
that Montezuma from that day, baniilied diflies

of human flefli from his table, though he main-

tained, that there was no cruelty in offering to the

gods the prifoners of war, who were already con-

demned to death.

Some days after this interview, Montezuma,
who was ftill very fond of his own religion, con-
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dii6ied Cortes and fome of his principal officers,

with father Bartholomew, to the chief temple, in

Order to let them fee its magnificence ; but before

they were admitted, he cautioned them to behave

with decency. The gates of this fpacious edifice

being opened,, he himfelf explained the particu-

lars of their tvorlhip with fuch folemnity, as ex-

cited the laughter of the Spaniards, whofe rude-)

nefs on this occafion is not excufeable. Cortes

being here tranfported with a ridiculous and un-

reafonable zeai, cried to Montezuma, ^' Allow
*' me. Sir, to fix the crofs of Chrift before thefe

«^ images of the devil, and you will fee whether they
'' deferve adoration or contempt." Both Monte-
zuma and the priefts were enraged at this propo-

fal ; the former defired them to withdraw, and

following them to the threihold, added, '' You
^' may return to your houfe, my friends, but I

'^' fliall afk pardon of my gods, for having fuffered

" you to proceed fo far." Yet notwithftanding

his zeal for his religion, he was fo from thinking

of tyrannizing over the confciences of the Spa-

niards, that he ordered workmen to be fent to

affift them in fitting up a chapel, in which both

he and his chiefs were frequently prefent when
niafs was performed.

It may here be proper to give a more particu-

lar defcription of the city of Mexico, which was

divided into two parts, one, where the meaner

fort refided, was called Tlatelulco, while the other,

appropriated to the court and the nobility, had

the name of Mexico, which from thence was given

to the whole city, that contained 60,000 families.

This capital flood in a fpacious plain, encompalled

by high rocks and mountains, from which many
rivulets falling down into the valley formed fe-

veral lakes, among which there were two that ex-

tended about 30 leagues in circumference, and
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were furrounded by fifty towns. Thefe lakes had
a communication with each other through open-
ings left in a ftone wall by which they were divided,

and over thefe openings were wooden bridges,

Vi'ith fluices on each fide, by which the lower lake

was fupplied from the other. The water of the

uppermoft lake was fait, which folely proceeded

from the nature of the foil. The city of Mexico
flood in the middle of the fait lake, in 19 degrees

13 minutes north latitude, yet it enjoyed a mild
and healthy climate. It was joined to the main
land by three noble caufeways. The ftreets were
ftraight and large, and had a great number of ca-

nals for the convenience of water-carriage, in "barks

and canoes of different fizes ; above 50,000 of
which belonged to the city. All the public edi*

fices and houfes of the nobility were built of ftone,

and though the dwellings of the common people
were meaner and more irregular, they, as well as

the others, were laid out in fuch a manner, as

to form feveral courts, in which their merchan-
dize was expofed to fale. In the fquare of Tia-
telulco, fairs were kept on certain days of the
year, and though it was one of the largeft fquares
in the world, it was on fuch occafions entirely fill-

ed with tents, covered with coaiTe cotton cloth,

that afforded flielter both from the fun and rain.

They here fold by barter, jewels, gold chains,
various utenfils made of fiiver, pantings, beautiful

landfln'ps made by an arrangement of feathers,

different forts of cloth, drinking cups of a kind
of porcelain, fruit, fiih, and all kinds of provifions

;

either maize or cocoas ferved as money for things
of fmall value. Here a houfe was appointed for
the judges of commerce, who decided all the dif-

putes that arofe among the merchants, and even
employed inferior oiticers to maintain juftice and
good order in the fair.
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Their temples, as has been already obferved,

where fpacious and magnificent^ particularly that

dedicated toVitzlipiitzli, their god of war, their

fupreme deity. A wall of hewn ftone, on which
were cut wreaths of ferpents, furrounded a large

fquare, and though the houfes of the priefts and.

their fervants were ere6l:ed round the infide of this

wall, there was left room fufBcient for io,oqo per-

fons to dance upon their folemn feilivals. On
each fide of the wall was a gate, over which flood

four ftatues of ftone, reprefenting fome inferior

deities, to whom the people paid reverence as they

entered. At a fmall diitance from the principal

gate, was a place of worlhip flat on the top, the

four fides of which were encompalied by trunks of

trees with holes bored in them at equal diftances,

through which paffed feverai bars run through
the heads of men who had been facrificed. In the

centre of the fquare flood a lofty ftone tower,

with a ftair-cafe that confifted of 120 fteps, by
which the people afcended to the top, where was a

flat pavement forty feet fquare, beautifully paved
with jafper, and furrounded with a balluftrade of

a ferpentine form. At the top of the flairs flood

two marble ftatues well executed, fupporting two
large candleflicks of an extraordinary make. A
little farther was a green ftone raifed about three

feet from the pavement, on which the priefts ex-

tended the miferable vi6lim, while they opened
his breaft, and plucked out his heart. Beyond
this ftone, ftood a chapel of excellent workman-
iliip, which fronted the ftair-cafe, and here the

idol was placed upon an high altar, furrounded

with curtains. The idol was in the form of a man
fitting in a chair, fuftained by a blue globe, fur-

niflied with four rods, which projefted from the

fides, each ternninating in a ferpent's head. By
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thefe rods, the idol was carried by the priefts on
their Ihoulders when it was expofed to the public

view; on the head of the god was a helmet com-
pofed of plumes^ in the form of a bird, with a bill

and creft of biirnilhed gold. The countenance of
this deity was horrible, his forehead and nofe being
fwathed with blue bands; in his right hand he held

a curling ferpent, and in the other four arrows,

and a fhield, with five white plumes placed in the

form of a crofs. On the left was another of the

fame fize and form, for the idol Tlalock, the

fuppofed brother of that already deicribed, and
equally revered by the Mexicans. The ornaments
of thefe chapels were of ineftimable value. The
city of Mexico had eight temples built nearly in

the fame manner; but thofe of a fmailer lize, de-

dicated to different idols, amounted to 2000.

Montezuma had, befides the palace in which he
kept his court, feveral magnificent pleafure-houfes,

one of which was a noble building fupported by
pillars of jafper. In this palace he had an aviary

of thofe birds that are moft remarkable on ac-

count of their linging or feathers, and thefe were
fo numerous, that 3000 men were faid to be em-
ployed in attending them. At a fmall diftance

was another very large edifice, where Montezuma's
fowlers reiided and took care of his birds of prey,

among which werefome bred to the game, like our
hawks ; and in the fame place were eagles of an
extraordinary fize, and extremely voracious. In

the fecond fquare of this laft building were kept
the wild beafts, as lions, tigers, bears and Mexican
bulls, which are remarkably fierce and ftrong, and
over their dens was a large apartment, where buf-

foons and m,onfters were kept for the emperor's

diverfion.

In Montezuma's armories a great number of

workmen were employed in making fhafts for ar.
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rows, grinding flints for the points^ and in form-

ing all kinds of offenfive and defenfive weapons.

In another building the arms were depofited in

great order; thefe confifted of two-handed fwords

edged with flint, darts, javelins, bows, arrows,

and quivers, head-pieces, breaft-plates, quilted

jackets, and others made of impenetrable Ikins to

cover the whole body, which they carried rolled

up on their left Ihoulders, and put them on when
they were ready to engage. All thefe feveral

houfes had fpacious and well cultivated gardens, in

which were a great variety of flowers and medi-

cinal herbs fet in fquares. They were alfo adorned

with fountains and beautiful fummer- houfes.

But the moft Angular of all Montezuma's edi-

fices was his houfe of forrow, to which he retired

in cafe of public calamity, or at the death of a fa-

vourite relation. It was well calculated for pro-

moting gloomy reflexions, for the walls, roofs,

and ornaments were black, and no other light was

admitted, but what proceeded from fome narrow

openings in the walls, which were but juft fuf-

fi.cient to difcover the gloomy obje61:s within.

Montezuma had alfo feveral pleafant country

retreats, and large forefts for the chace of wild

beafts, in which he greatly delighted. In thefe

fports a number of perfons furrounded the game,

and contracted the circle into a certain fpace,

where he beheld the combats of his huntfmeri

with the wild beafts, in which the Mexicans were

equally dextrous and daring.

When an emperor was elected, he was obliged

to obtain fome vi6lory over his enemies, before

he was permitted to afcend the throne ; but having

thus proved himfelf qualified for the tafli of reign-

ing by his fuccefs, he returned in triumph, angi

having made his public entry with great ftate and

folemnity, all the nobility, minifters, and priefts.
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attended him to the temple of the god of war^

where he alighted from his chariot, and having

oftered the cuftomary facrifice, was clothed by the

electors in royal robes, who alfo put into his right

hand a golden fword as an enfign of juftice, and in

his left a bow and arrows, to fignify his power

and command in war. Then the Cacique of Te-

zeuco placed a kind of golden mitre on his head.

This ceremony being performed, one of the moft

eloquent of the magiftrates made a fpeech, in.

which he congratulated him on his new dignity;

expatiated on the cares and troubles that attend a

throne, and upon the duty of a fovereign. The
chief prieft then approaching, tendered him an.

oath, by which he bound himfelf to maintain the

religion of his anceftors, and the laws and cuftoms

ef the empire, to treat his vallals Vv/ith lenity, and
abfurdly promifed to procure feafonable rains, to

prevent fterility, inundations, and the malignant

influences of the fun and planets,

Montezuma had two forts of guards, the one of

200 nobles, who were obliged to attend every day

at the palace, to guard his perfon. This attend-

ance was divided between two bodies that were

upon duty by turns, comprehending- the lords of

the whole empire, who were obliged to come to

court from the moft diftant provinces. This was

a fcheme which Montezuma himfelf had contrived

for keeping the nobility in dependance, and ren-

dering himfelf acquainted with their perfons, ca-

pacities, and difpofitions. His other guards were

compofed of foldiers, who filled the courts of the

palace, and were pofted in bodies at the principal

gates.

Montezuma had two wives who bore the title

of queens, and were the daughters of tributary

princes ; thefe were lodged in feparate apartments,

and lived in equal fplendor. His concubines,

VOL. I. M m
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however, who were fele6led from the moft beauti-

ful women throughout his dominions, exceeded

3000, and thefe, when difmified, were married by
perfonsof the firft quality ; for they were generally

rich, and thought to be highly honoured by their

being admitted to the emperor's embraces.

Though he often eat in public, it was always

alone. His table was generally furniflied with

above 200 difhes of different meats, fome of which
were well feafbned. Of thefe he chofe a certain

number for his own ufe, and the reft were divided

among the nobles and his guard. He fat on a

little ftool at a large low table, the cloths and nap-
kins of which were of fine cotton. His dining-

room was divided in the middle by a rail, which
kept both the crowd and his own domeftics at a

diftance, without obftru6ting the view, and within

the rails he was attended by three or four old fa-

vourite fervants. The dillies were brought in by
twenty women richly ornamented, who ferved

up the meat, and prefented him with the cup.

The cloths and napkins, as well as all the difhes

of fine earthen ware, on their being once ufed,

were diftributed among the fervants. He fome-
times drank out of cocoa, and other fhells,

richly fet with jewels, and he alio ufed gold cups
and llilvers. He drank feveral forts of liquor, one
of which was a kind of beer made of maize; he
had other liquors richly perfumed, and others

again mixed with the juice of falutiferous herbs.

Aftfr his meals he took a kind of chocolate, and

fmoked tobacco perfumed with liquid amber. In-

deed the juice of this herb was one of the ingre-

dients with which the priefts intoxicated them-
felves whenever they were obh'ged to deliver an

oracular anfwer. There were generally at the

table three or four bufibons, who diverted the em-
peror with their ludicrcAis talents ; and at proper
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intervals he was entertained with miific, compofed
of pipes and inftruments made of fea Ihells, ac-

companied by voices, which formed an agreeable

concert. The fubjeft of thefe longs was generally

the memorable actions of their kings, and the ex-

ploits of their anceftors. They had alfo merry
fongs iifed in dancing, when the voice was ac-

companied with two httle drums made of hollow

pieces of wood, of different fizes and founds; thefe

were principally ufed in a dance called Mitates,

pra6tifedat feftivals, in which the nobles and com-
mon people ufed lliouting and odd gefticulations,

mingling together without diftin6lion, and drank
to each other until they grew intoxicated.

Upon other occafions the people airembled in

the porches and fquares of the temples, and made
matches for wreftling, running races, and (hooting

at the mark. Here were alfo rope-dancers, who
performed with furpriling dexterity, without the

affiftance of poles, and alfo great numbers of

people playing at ball, near the ftatue of an idol,

brought out by the priefts as the fuperintendants

of that diverfion. In lliort, the people of Mexico
were almoft daily diverted with fuch fpedtacles and
amufements, as were contrived by Montezuma,
to entertain them, and prevent their employing
their thoughts to his prejudice.

The great revenue which enabled Montezuma
to fupport the expences of his court, and to keep
two large armies conftantly in the field, arofe from
the contributions levied on the fiibje6l, which

amounted to one tiiird of the annual produce of

that vaft empire ; from the fait-works and other

taxes, eftabliihed from time immemorial, and from
the produce of the gold and filver mines. Ail the

towns in the neighbourhood of Mexico provided

men for the king's works and fuel for the palace.

The nobility were obliged to guard the emperor's
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perfon, to ferve in his armies with a certain num-
ber of yairalSj and to make him prefents, which
though he recived as gifts^ they durft not negle6t.

He haddilFerent treafurers ior all the different Icinds

of contributions, and the tribunal of the crown
revenue having ilTued out what was necelTary for

the expence of the palaces, and for war, converted

the overplus into ingots of gold. Befides this tri-

bunal, there was a council of juftice, which re-

ceived appeals from inferior courts ; a council of

Itate, and a council of war ; judges of commerce,
and other officers. As they had no written laws,

but w'ere governed by the cuftoms and inftitutions

^f their anceftors, their trials were fummary and
verbal; murder, theft, adultery, and any flight

difrefpe6f towards the emperor, were punifhed

with death ; but all other crimes were eafily par-

doned.

New-born infants were taken with great folem-

nity to the temple, where the priefts gave them
fome admonitions relating to the troubles to which
they were born. When the child was the fon of
one of the nobles, they put a fword into his right

hand, and upon his left arm a fliield, kept in the

temple for that purpofe. If he was of plebeian

extraction, they put mechanical inftruments into

his hands, but the females of both ranks were pre-

fented with the fpindle and diftaiT. After this ce-

remony Yv^as performed, theMnfant was taken to

the altar, and his privities pricked with a thorn,

or cut with a lancet of flint, fb as to draw a few

drops of blood, which was no fooner done, than

they were fprinklcd with water. The children of

the plebeians wereinftrucfed in public fchools, and
thofe of the nobiJity in well endowed colleges,

where they pafled through three fucceiiive clalfes;

in the firft of which they were taught to read

the (characters and hieroglyphics, and to repeat



BY HERNANDO CORTES. 277

the hiftorical fongs: In the fecond, they were in-

ftru6ted in the rules of civility, modefty, and a

polite behaviour: And in the third they were in-

ured to robuft exercifes, as wreftling, managing
their arms; the hardfhips of fufFering hunger and
thirft, and the inclemencies of the weather. Hav-
ing acquired thefe qualifications, the young noble-

men who were defigned for war were fent as

vokmteers to the army, in order to accullom

them to dangers and hardfliips, where they were
often placed among the baggage men, and their

Ihoulders loaded with proviiions, to mortify their

vanity, and inure their bodies to fatigue. After
which they were obliged to give fome proofs of
valour, before they could be enrolled as foldiers.

Their marriage ceremony was very Ample, for

the contra6t being fettled, the parties appeared in

the temple, when the prieft having examined
them with refpe6t to their mutual paffion, he tied

a tip of the woman's veil to the corner of the bride-

groom's garment, and accompanied them, joined

in this manner, to their habitation, where they
went feven times round the fire, and then fitting

down to receive an equal Ihare of the heat, the
marriage was completed. The hufband then re-

quefted the bride's portion; but was afterwards
obliged' to reftore it in cafe of feparation, which
was often efFe6ted by mutual confent. In that cafe

the boys remained with the father, and the girls

went with the mother, and the marriage being
thus diflTolved, the parties were forbid to join again
on pain of death.

The Mexicans believed the immortality of the
foul, and that it was rewarded or punifhed in a
future Hate, but buried gold and filver with the
deceafed to defray the expence of their journey,
which they imagined to be long and troublefome.
Some fervants were even llain to bear them com-
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pany, and the wives frequently killed themfelves
in order to accompany their hufbands: And when
the emperor died, all his houlhold officers were
obliged to follow him to the other world.

The Mexican year, as well as ours, con lifted

of 365" days, but was divded into eighteen months
of twenty days each, and at the end of the year,

five days, appropriated to pleafure and a celTation

from bulinefs, were added to make it anfwer the
courfe of the fun ; they had alfo a kind of weeks
of thirteen days, to which different names were
given, and a much longer period, ftiied ages,

which confifted of four weeks of years. This large

period was reprefented in a very lingular manner.
In the centre of a circle, divided into iifty-two de-

grees, allowing a year for each, they painted the
fun, from whofe rays proceeded four lines of dif-

ferent colours, which equally divided the circum-

ference, leaving thirteen degrees to each quarter,

and here the fun had his profperous or adverfe

afpe6ls, according to the colour of the line. In

a larger circle, which inclofed the other, they

marked with their chara6lers the chief occurrences

of the age, and thefe fecular annals were con-

fidered as public inftruments that ferved for proofs

of hiftorical facts.
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CHAPTER IX.

Cortes receives a very alarming letter from Vera Cruz, in con-

fequence of which he takes Montezuma his prifoner, and fome

time after loads him with fetters. The Spaniards build two
lliips upon the Lake. A confpiracy formed againft them

;

but difcovered by Montezuma, and the principal conduftor

puniflied. Montezuma declares Charles V. king of Spain,

his fucceflbr; and offers to become tributary to that prince, to

which he gains the confent of the States, and confirms it by
great prefents. After which he infifts upon Cortes's leaving

Mexico ; who is informed of the arrival of a fleet fent againft

him by Velafquez.

JL HE Mexicans feemed to vie with each

other, in expreffing their regard for the Spani-

ards. They were daily entertained with fome
new diverfion, at which Montezuma appeared in

perfon, a condefcenfion which infpired the people

with a higher reverence and efteem for thefe ftran-

gers. He appeared particularly fond of Cortes,

fpending a great part of his time with him, and
contra6led an acquaintance with his captains, to

whom he frequently made prefents, in which he
diftinguiilied the merit of each with great difcern-

ment. Thus the Spaniards enjoyed an agreeable

repofe ; but were at length alarmed by a letter

from Vera Cruz, brought by two Tlafcalan fol-

diers, who had difguiled themfelves fo as to ap-

pear like Mexicans, and had entered the city un-
perceived.

This letter informed Cortes, that fome of the
Indians in alliance with the Spaniards complained
to Juan de Efcalante, that Qualpopoca, one of
Montezuma's generals, had affembled a great body
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of forces upon the frontiers of Zempoalla, where
they levied contributions with very great cruelty.

Upon which Efcalante fent to defire the Mexican
general to fufpend hoftilities until further orders

fhould come from Mexico^ where the Spaniards^

the allies of thofe people, were entertained by
Montezuma with great hofpitality. But Qual-

popoca fending a very infolent anfwer, Efcalante

was fo provoked, that he marched againft him
at the head of forty Spaniards, and 2000 Indians,

and coming to an engagement, he put the Mexi-
cans to flight, and notwithftanding his being

almoft entirely abandoned by his Indian allies,

purfued them to the next town, where he attack-

ed them with fuch refolution, that he entirely

routed and diflodged them. This vi6tory, how-
ever, coil the Spaniards very dear, for Juan de

Efcalante was mortally wounded, fix of the fol-

diers alfo receives feveral wounds, and Juan de

Arguillo, a man of extraordinary ftature, was car-

ried oiF alive. In this letter, the council of Vera
Cruz defired Cortes to appoint them a new go-

vernor, and to give them dire6lions relating to

their affairs.

Cortes being greatly concerned at the loft of

Juan de Efcalante, communicated the letter to his

captains ; defiring each of them would give his

opinion freely at their next meeting, and the fol-

lowing morning fent for fome of the moft fenfible

Indians in his army, when having aiked them, if

they had lately perceived any change in the beha-

viour or difcourfe of the Mexicans ? they informed

him, that the nobles appeared penfive and myf-

terious ; that they had heard fome of the people

talk of breaking down the caufeway, and that

there was a report that a Spaniard's head had been

prefented to Montezuma, who viewed it with afto-

nilhmenton account of its largenefs, and the fierce-
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nefs of its afpecS, and immediately ordered it to

be concealed.

From thefe circumftances, and particulary that

of the head, which Cortes fuppofed belonged to

Arguillo, he immediately concluded that the Mex-
icans were refolved on his deltru6tion, and that

Montezuma himfelf had concerted the ruin of the

Spaniards; he therefore immediately alTembled

his council, compofed of his captains and fome
favourite foldi^rs, and having told them the hints

he had received from the Indians, allied their ad-

vice. Some propofed that they fhould retire pri-

vately in the night : others that they Ihould ob-
tain a pafTport from Montezuma, and then retire

publicly, and march to the relief of Vera Cruz

;

but the greateft part were of opinion that they
ftiould continue at Mexico without feeming to

know what had palTed at Vera Cruz, wntil they

found an opportunity of retreating with fafety.

However, none of thefe fchemes were approved by
Cortes, who reprefented, that the project of re-

treating by Health, was equally dangerous and
difgraceful, fince it would lower them in the ef-

teem of their allies, who might defert them as

daftardly fugitives, and perhaps recommend them-
felves to Montezuma's favour, by joining his

forces in order to cut off their retreat. He
obferved that nothing could fink them lower

in the opinion of the Mexicans than their demand-
ing a pafTport, to retire from a city, which they

had entered in fpite of all oppofition ; and that if

the emperor really fought their deftrudlion, he
would grant them a fafe conduct with a view of

depriving them of all apprehenfions, and attack-

ing them when it was leaft expected ; and as to

their Haying at Mexico, he thought that would be

highly imprudent without taking fome refolute

VOL. I. N n
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ftep for their fafety. He therefore propofed their

feizing Montezuma, conveying him to their own
quarters, and detaining him there as an hoitage

for the fmcerity of his people. Such a bold a6lion,

he alleged, would fill the Mexicans with confter-

nation, and fo ralfe the character of the Spaniards

that they would never dream of combining againft

them for the future, efpecially when they were

fenfible he had difcovered the tranfaftions at Vera
Cruz, which they would imagine had been com-
municated by fome fupernatural intelligence.

—

This daring propofal he fupported with all his

eloquence, and with fuch fuccefs, that it was una-

nimouily applauded.

Cortes having chofen the hour, when the Spa-

niards were accuftomed to wait opon Montezuma,
for the execution of this bold proje6l, ordered

his people to arm themfelves in their quarters,

privately to faddie their horfes, and to wait with-

out noife for farther inftruftions. He then oc-

cupied all the avenues to the palace with fmall

fcattered detachnients, and directing thirty choice

men to follow him at a diftance, went thither

attended by four of his captains, who, as they

ufually caried their arms with them, their doing

fo now occaiioned no fufpicions. Montezuma, ac-

cording to cuftom, came out of his apartment

to receive the vifit, and his fervants retired, as

ufual, to another part of the palace, when Cortes,

with an air of refentment, complained of the

Mexican general, for attacking his confederates

in violation of a peace under which they thought

themfelves fecure ; for murdering a Spaniard in

cold blood, and endeavouring to vindicate his

perfidous condu6t, by declaring that he a6led in

obedience to his majefly's commands.
On hearing this charge, Montezuma changed

colour, but denied it with niarks of confufion

;
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when Cortes, pretending to believe him innocent,

replied, that after fuch a declartion made by his

general, neither the Spaniards nor his own fub-

Je(5ts would be undeceived, unlefs he took fome
extraordinary ftep to efface the impreffion made
by fuch a calumny. That he was therefore come
to beg, that he would, without any diilurbance,

repair with him to the Spanilh quarters, where'. he
lliould be treated wrth all the reverence and re-

fpe6l due to his majefty, until his chara61:er fliould

be vindicated to the fatisfa6lion of all mankind.
Montezuma, amazed, and incenfed at the bold-

nefs of this requeft, replied, that princes of his

rank were not accuilomed to go tamely to prifon,

nor would his fubjeds permit his fo far forgetting

his duty, as to ftoop to fo bafe a compliance.

Notwithftanding Cortes made ufe of other argu-

ments, he ftill refufed to leave the palace, but

being fenfible of his danger, offered to fend imme-
diately for Oualpopoca, and to deliver him, and
all his officers, into Cortes's hands, and in the

mean time, to give him two of his ov/n ions as hof-

tages for the performance of his promife. Corces,

however, was not fatisfied with thefe expedients,

and his captains apprehending that the delay

might be dangerous, began to grow clamorous ;

and, among others, Juan Velafquez de Leon cal-

led aloud, lince he will not hear reafon, let us

feize him by force, or kill him on the fpot. The
emperor, hearing this uttered in angry tone, de-

iired to know what he faid, when Marina, to

whom he addrefied himfelf, earneftly exhorted

him, as his own vaifal and fubjecf, to comply
without helitation, in order to preferve bis life ;

v/hich had ilich an effect, that he inuiiediately

rofe from his feat, and faid to Cortes, '' 1 trull

'^ myfelf into your hands, let us go to your quar-
" ters, iOY lb the -gods have decreed." He then
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ordered his fervants to get ready his equipage,

toid his miniller that he had refolved to pafs feme
days at the Spanifh quarters, and ordered the cap-

tain of his guard to march with a body of troops,

and take Qualpopoca and his officers prifoners,

that they might fufFer for having invaded Zem-
poalla.

Montezuma having given thefe dire6lions which
Marina explained to Cortes and his officers, he
left the palace with his ufual attendants; the

Spaniards, on pretence of refpe6l, marching clofe

by his chariot, which, as ufual, was carried on the

Ihoulders of his nobles. However, a report was
inftantly fpread, that the ftrangers had feized the

emperor's perfon ; when the ftreets were fuddenly
filled with crowds of people, who rent the air

with their cries, threw themfelves on the ground,
fiiedding jfloods of tears for their unhappy prince,

and a general infurredtion would have certainly

followed, had not Montezuma, with a very ferene

countenance, commanded filence, and alFured the

populace, that he was going of his own accord to

fpend a few days with his friends the Spaniards.

On his reaching their quarters, he ordered his

guards to difperfe the populace, and his minifters

to make it known, that the leaft tumult or dif-

turbance, fliould be punifhed with death. He
then behaved in a very courteous manner to the

Spanifh foldiers who came out to receive him, and
having chofen an apartment, at fome diftanee

from Uiofe in poiFeffion of the Spaniards, it was
inftantly furnilhed for his reception.

Cortes immediately doubled the guards, polled

centinels at ail the avenues, and, under the pre-

tence of keeping his majefty from being crowded,

rcfcrained the minifters and courtiers that waited

upon Montezuma to a certain number. Mean
while he preferved all the formalities of decorum.
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and treated the emperor with his iifual refpe6t,

while that prince appeared cheerful and in good
humourj and feemed perfe6tly pleafed with his

iituation. He ftill exercifed all the fun^lHons of

royalty, held councils, granted audiences, and,

with the fame freedom as ufual, regulated both
the civil and military government of his king-

dom. His table was fupplied from the palace

in a moft plentiful manner, in order that the

-Spaniards might feaft on the fuperfluity: and he
conftantly fent fome delicates to Cortes and his

captains, each of whom he could call by their

names. While he occafionally converfed with them,
he ftudied their tempers, and, without defcending

beneath the dignity of his chara6ter, fealbned his

difcourfe with pleafantry. All the time in which
he was not employed in bufmefs, he pafled among
them, and fometimes he played with Cortes at

Tololoque, a game which confifted of tipping

down fmall pins of gold with little balls of the

fame metal ; and as they played for jewels and
trinkets, the emperor diflributed his winnings
among the Spaniards, and Cortes Ihared his good
fortune among Montezuma's inferior officers.

While things were in this fituation the captain
of the guard returned with Qualpopoca, his fon,

and fifteen of the nobles, who had been concerned
in the killing the Spaniard; they had furrendered
themfelves at the iight of the royal fignet, and now
arrived about twenty days after the beginning of
Montezuma's confinement. Many great men
went out to meet them, and their general was
brought in upon men's Ihoulders, when Qualapo-
poca appearing before the emperor, the latter up-
braided him for having killed the Spaniard, and
delivered him and the other officers into the hands
of Cortes, to whom they confelTed themfelves
guilty of having violated the peace of their own
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accord, and of their having ordered Arguillo to be
put to death : till finding that the Spanifh general

relblved to take away their lives, they laid the

v/hole blame upon the emperor, whofe orders they

obeyed. Cortes, however, treated this as a mali-

cious afperfion, brought them to a formal trial, in

which the Spaniards. were both the judges and ac-

ciifers, and cruelly fentenced them to be burned
alive.

To deter Montezuma from endeavouring to

prevent the execution of this fentence, the gene-
ral refolved on taking another furprizing Hep.
He went into that prince s prefence, accompanied
by Marina, and three or four captains, with a

common a foldier carrying fetters, and having fa-

luted the emperor with his ufual refpe6t, allumed
a peremptory look, and in a loud voice told him,
that Oualpopoca and his officers had acknow-
ledged the crimes for which they were condemned
to death ; but as they pretended they had done
nothing without his orders, it was necellary that

he ihouid fuffer fome perfonal mortification. He
then, with an air of authority, commanded the
foldier to lliackle Montezuma, and then leav-

ing him, gave orders to the guards to prevent his

having any communication with his minifters.

Montezuma's aftonifhment at being treated in^

this ignominious manner, was fo great, that he
had neither power to refill, nor fpeech to com-
plain ; while his fcrvants, without uttering a

v/ord, threw themfelves at his feet, and, with figns

of the deepeft ai!li6tion, fupported the weight of

his fetters, to prevent their hurting his legs.

—

However, when liC lirft recovered from his fur-

prize and amazement, he flew into a tranfport of

rage; but foon recovering himfelf, colle6ted his

fortitiide^ and believing his life in danger, waited

his fate with dignity and relignation.
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In the mean time Cortes ordered the Mexican
general^ with his fon and the reft of the officers,

to be conduced under a ftrong guard of Spa-

niards to a large fquare, where in the prefence of

an innumerable concourfe of people^ their hands
and feet were bounds after which they were placed

on a large pile of broken bows and arrows^ and
lire being fet to it, they were foon burned^ to the

amazement of all the fpe6tatorSj who, without

making the leaft difturbance, were ftruck with awe
and admiration. Cortes then returned to Monte-
zuma's apartment, and telling him with a fmile,

that the traitors who had prefumed to blemiih his

majefty's chara61:er, had now received their juft

punifliment, he ftooped down, and with his own
hands took off the fetters. The emperor received

his liberty with a tumultuous joy, embraced Cortes

feveral times, and fitting both of them down to-

gether, entered into an amicable converfation,

during which the Spanifh general let him know,
that as the caufe of his detention was now removed,
he might return to his palace whenever he pleafed.

This was however no more than a political offer,

which he knew he would not embrace: for Marina
had been ordered to infufe into him a firm belief,

that if he quitted the Spanifh quarters before

Cortes's departure, he would fuffer greatly in his

reputation, as foon as it fhould be known that he
received his freedom from the hand of another.

|
He therefore declined the offer, and made a merit
of his ftay, by faying, that on his return to his

palace, his nobility and minifters would prefs him
to take up arms, in order to obtain fatisfadion for

the injury he had undergone, and therefore, out
of regard to the Spaniards he would remain where
he was.

From this time the emperor feemed perfe6lly fa-

tisfied with his fituation, and at length had llich
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confidence in Cortes, that he reprefented to him
the expediency of allowing him to vifitfome of his

temples, that his fubjecls might no longer look

upon him as a prifoner, which Cortes readily

granted, upon condition that human facriiices

Ihould be abolifhed. His firft excurfion was to the

principal temple, which he entered with his ufual

pomp and attendance, and his appearace was cele-

brated with the joyful acclamations of the people,

among whom he diftributed his bounty with un-

common liberality. From this tmie he went abroad

as often as he pleafed, fometimes to the palace of

his wives, and at others to his pleafure-houfes,

where he enjoyed his former amufement, but

never without mentioning it to Cortes, who ge-

nerally attended him in his parties of diverfion,

and feemed fo highly to engrofs his favour, that

the nobles, who had any petition to offer to the

emperor, conftantly folicited the general's in-

tereft, which always proved fuccefsful. But not-

withftanding this feeming tranquility, the broken

expreffions overheard by the Tlafcalans, about

breaking the caufeways and removing the bridges,

had made fuch a deep impreflion upon Cortes's

mind, that he refolved to make himfelf mailer of

the lake, by building two brigantines upon it.

Filled with this idea, he raifed Montezuma's cu-

riofity, by defcribing the manner of failing with

the wind, which was entirely unknown to the

Mexicans, and obtained his permiffion to build

two vefTels for his majefty's amufement, and the

inftru6tion of his fubjefts. He then ordered the

nails, cordage, canvas, and other tackle, belong-

ing to the Spanifli fliips that had been funk, to be

brought from Vera Cruz, and fome builders, who
had enlilled as foldiers, were immediately fet at

•work, with many of the Mexican carpenters, who

followed their directions, fo that in a Hiort time
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the brigantines were completed^ and Montezuma
refolved to embark with the Spaniards, in order

to have a nearer view of this ftrange kind of navi-

gation. Great preparations were made for this

uncommon fpe^acle ; a prodigious number of ca-

noes, belonging to the emperor and others, were
finely decorated, and manned with the moft expert
rowers. The Mexicans firmly believed that their

boats would exceed the brigantines in fwiftnefs:

However a breeze no fooner fprung up, than thefe

vefiTels unfurled their fails, and foon left the ca-

noes at a great diftance, to the great amazement
of the Indians, who could form no idea of the
European manner of fleering and working fuch
fioating-houfes, and they exprefsly declared, that

by means of thefe wonderful machines, they be-

lieved the Spaniards could perfe6tly command the

elements of wind and water. The aftonilliment

of Montezuma, was mingled with joy, and he be-

held the viftory with the higheft delight, though
it was obtained over his own fubjedts.

The emperor now became daily more attached

to Cortes, while the latter laid hold of this op-
portunity to deiire his affiftance in accomplifhing
various things he had in view ; the firft of which
was the knowledge of the gold mines, their fitua-

tion, how they were wrought, and what quantity

of that precious metal was brought from them,
Montezuma gave him very clear and diftindl an-
fwers to all thofe enquiries, and, for his further fa-

tisfaftion, allowed fuch of his people as he could
truft, to go to the mines both within and without
his dominions. Cortes being alfo delirous of hav-
ing a map of the coaft of the Mexican empire, in

order to be the better able to fix upon fome port,

to which fupplies might be fent him, the emperor
ordered his painters to draw an exa6l reprelenta-
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tion of all his territories^ with all the bays, har-

bours, and creeks upon the coaft.

Some Spanifh hiftorians fay, that at this time

when fuch real harmony ought to have prevailed

between the Spaniards and the Indians, Cortes's

foldiers refolved to demolilli all the idols of Mexico,

and to convert the principal temple into a church ;

that the priefts took up arms, and the whole city

rofe in defence of their gods ; but after a long con-

teft maintained without bloodlhed, the Mexicans
agreed, that a part of the temple fliould be con-

verted into a chrillian chapel, and this even the

idolatrous priefts themfelves took great pains to

clear and adorn; after which an altar was erefted,

with the crofs of Chrift, and the image of the

Virgin Mary; but that at length the Mexicans
wanting rain, came in a tumultuous manner to

Cortes and complained that their gods had re-

fufed to refrelh the earth, on account of their hav-

ing introduced ftrange deities into their temples,

when, to appeafe this dijforder, he promifed, that

they fliould have a plentiful fliower, which, it is

pretended, aftually fell in a few hours, to the

great admiration of Montezuma and his fubje6ts.

But it is very improbable that Cortes fhould fuffer

his foldiers to engage in fo rafli an cnterprize,

that could not fail of exafperating the minds of

the Indians, and indeed the whole ftory appears

to be only a fiction, defigned to raife the ch^radter

of Cortes, by having a miracle wrought in his

favour.

While the Spanifh general continued to enjoy

Montezuma's favour, a plot was formed, which
neither the emperor nor Cortes could forefee. Ca-

cumazin, the emperor's own nephew, who was

Cacique of Tezeuco, being a young man of great

vivacity, art, and ambition, under the pretence of

delivering Montezuma, entertained defigns of af-
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cending the throne of Mexico, either by occa-

iioning an immediate revolution, or by obtaining

it by the favour of the people at the next eledlion.

In order to which he privately reprefented to

the nobles and people, thedifgrace of being under
fubjection to a handful of ftrangers, who dared to

confine his uncle Montezuma; the audacious be-

haviour of Cortes, who had a6led as a fupreme
magiftrate in the raidft of Mexico, and had even
by a moft ignominious execution put an Indian

general to death ; that it was high time to ftand up
for their religion, their liberty, their honour, and
their king, before the ftrangers had fuccours from
their own country, from Tlafcala, and other parts ;

and therefore propofed that they Ihould take arms,
and fuddenly attaek the Spaniards in their quar-

ters. But the Cacique of Mataleingo, who was
likewife Montezuma's nephew, and eafily pene-
trated into Cacumazin's defigns, which interfered

with his own pretenfion, oppofed the execution of

this fcheme, inlifting that fome ftepsfliould firft be
taken to fecure the emperor's perfon, which would
be in the greateft danger from fuch an attack, and
finding his expedient rejected by the aflembly, as

imprad-ticable, refolved to inform Montezuma of

the confpiracy, though he feemed to a6t in concert
with the council, v^^ho a6tually appointed the day
In which the cnterprize was to be executed,

Montezuma was no fooner informed of this plot,

than he went to communicate the particulars to

Cortes, who by means of his fpies vvas ah'eady in-

formed of the whole. He however returned thanks
to the emperor for his information, and begged to

be allowed to march out with the Spaniards to

chaftife Cacumazin. Montezuma urged feveral

good arguments againft this propofal, defired the

general to leave the puniihment of the offender

tp hh care, and foon took fuch mealUres, that his
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nephew was feized and brought prifoner to Mex-
ico, where he was clofely confined. At this very

time Cacumazin had a brother in Mexico, who
was a youth of great courage, whom Montezuma
had taken into his protection ; but a few days be-

fore he had narrowly efcaped a fnare which Cacu-
mazin, in confequence of fome domeftic jealoulies,

had laid for his life. Upon this occalion Cortes

dilTuaded the emperor from putting a prince of the

blood to death by a public execution ; but advifed

him to deprive Cacumazin of his rank and do-

minions, and to beftow them on his brother, who
deferved that mark of indulgence. Montezuma
was greatly pleafed with this advice, which he in-

ftantly communicated to his council, who ap-

plauded it as equally juft and merciful ; and this

manner of chaftizing without bloodflied, being

admired by the whole empire, had fuch an efFe6l

on the reft of the confpirators, that they dilbanded

their troops, and had recourfe to the clemency of

the emperor, whofe pardon they obtained through
the interceffion of Cortes.

But though Montezuma appeared fo well fatif-

fied with Cortes, he was far from being pleafed at

the Spaniards ftaying fo long in his capital, and
feverai mortifying reflexions rankled at his heart,

and difturbed his repofe ; for he could not compare
his former fituation with what he had fuffered from
the Spaniards, and his prefent dependent ftate,

without having very humbling thoughts. He here,

however, proved himfelf fo great a politician, that

he entirely concealed the difpofition of his mind,
and when he adually propofed to Cortes the

fcheme he had formed to get rid of him, he was fo

far from conceiving it in that light, that he thought

it the hjgheft 8.61 of favour he had ever conferred

upon him. He took a proper opportunity to in-

form him, that he was now prepared to make a vo-
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luntary acknowledgment of the vafTalage he owed
to the king of Spain, as the fucceffor of Quezai-

coal; that he would convoke a general allembly of

his nobles for that purpofe, and, as a mark of
that vafTalage, would prefent the moil valuable

jewels of his treafury to the Spanifh monarch, and
did not doubt but all his Caciques would follow

his example. Cortes returned him thanks for his

liberality, without appearing furprized at his pro-

pofal, and inwardly rejoiced at the profpe6t of
being able to give his fovereign fuch an important
earneft of the wealth he might one day reap tmm
this acquilition.

Montezuma, agreeably to his promife, dif-

patched couriers to convene all the Caciques of his

empire, according to a cuftom pra6tifed on impor-
tant occalions. They came with equal fplendor
and expedition, and the council was alFembled in

the king's apartment, in the prefence of Cortes
and his captains. The emperor began with a
lludied fpeech, in which he reminded them of the
obligations they v/ere under to him as their fo-

vereign and benefaftor, and having alTured them,
that he had both confulted and obtained the ap-
probation of the gods, w^ith refpecl to the caufe of
their meeting, repeated the fiory and prophecy of
Quezalcoal, declared that the king of Spain was
the defcendant of that mighty prince, and confe-
quently the lawful fovereign of the Mexican em-
pire, to whom both he and they were bound to pay
obedience, as a mark of which he had felecled for
an offering to the king of Spain the moil precious
jewels of his treafury, and he did not doubt but
they would follow his example.
Montezuma was unable to pronounce this fpeech

without interruption ; he fighed from time to
time, and on his owning himfelf the vaffiil of
another prince, the tears trickled down his cheeks.
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and he was unable to proceed. Cortes then riling,

declared that it was not his fovereign's intention

to difpofTefs Montezuma, or to occafion the leaft

innovation in his government, and that he only-

required them to fettle his right to the fucceffion

in favour of his defcendants, at which Montezuma
refuming frelh courage, finifhed his fpeech. The
whole alfembly were amazed, and ftruck dumb at

a propofal that appeared fo inconliftent with the
dignity and known chara<5i;er of the emperor^ and
coniidering it as extorted by compulfion, they
groaned bitterly ;

gave the ftrongeft marks of
anxiety and perturbation of mind, and with an
emphatic lilence looked at each other. At length
the prime minifrer, who was well acquainted with
his prince's difpofition, took upon himfelf to an-

fwer, in the name of the whole allembly, and af-

fured Montezuma, that as all the nobles efteemed
him their natural lord and fovereign, they would
cheerfully obey whatever he thought proper to

propofe, and follow his majefty's example to the

utmoft of their power. The whole afTembly ex-

prefled their afTent to this declaration, when Cortes,

by means of his interpreter made an artful fpeech,

in which he returned thanks to Montezuma and
all prefent, for this proof of their refpect, which

he accepted in the name of his king. It is pro-

bable that Montezuma's fole intention in this

tranfafticn, was to forward the departure of hrs-

guefts, without the leaft defign of fuliilling the

terms of this fiibmiffion for the future. However,
from that day, Charles V. was acknowledged, and
believed by the people to be lawful fovereign of

the Mexican empire, and their homage, according

to the cuftom of the country, was authenticated by

a public inftrumcnt.

The Emperor, having concluded this affair tp

!iis own fatisfa^lipn, reiblved immediately to rer
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cover that liberty and independence for which he

had fo long fighed in fecret, and fpeedily delivered

to Cortes the prefent he had provided, confifting

of curiofities in gold, in the (liape of birds, fiflies,

and four-footed beafts, and many precious ftones,

particularly a number of a fort efieemed by the

Mexicans above all others, which in colour re-

fembled emeralds, and many beautiful pictures,

formed of variegated feathers. In Ihort, the whole

feemed the ranfom of a great prince, who thought

he could not purchafe his liberty at too high a

price ; and the liberality of the nobles was fuch

as might be expefted from wealthy chiefs, who
vied with each other in loyalty and oftentation.

Cortes chofe a receiver and treafurer, who were

dire6ted to take an exaft account of what was re-

ceived, and in a few days, exclufive of jewels and

pieces of curious workmanfhip, they had amafTcd

as much gold as when melted down, amounted to

600,000 pefoes in bars, out of which treafure, one
fifth part was let afide for the king, and a fifth

of the remainder for Cortes, and to defray the ex-

pence of providing necelTaries for the army ; an-

other part was allotted to reimburfe Velafquez, and
Cortes's friends in the ifland of Cuba -, and the

remainder was divided among the officers and fol-

diers, including thofe that were at Vera Cruz.

All who were in the fame pofts had equal (liares,

but among the private men thole were belt re-

warded who had moil diftinguifhed themfelves.

This, however, produced loud complaints, which
were foon filenced by Cortes's fatistying the mal-

contents out of his own ftiare.

Montezuma having thus ackrowledged his fub-

jeftion to Spain, fent for Cortes, and vv^ith an air

of greater dignity than ufual, told him, that as his

bufmefs was now difpatched, he ought to think

of departing, lince his ftaying longer, would be
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attributed to iinifter motives, nor could he longer
afford him fupport, when he had not reafon on his

iide. This intimation, and the manner in which
it was delivered, were fo unexpected, that Cortes

was fome time before he could recolle6l himfelf,

fo as to make a proper reply. He now perceived

the defign of convoking the alTembly, and fufpeft-

ed that Montezuma hod privately alTembled fome
forces to back this propofal, and therefore fent

one of the Spaniards who was with him to order

his foldiers to take to their arms, and in the mean
time, excufed his embaralTment at feeing his ma-
jefty more moved than ufual, afTuring him that he
was far from defigning to delay his departure,

that he came on purpofe to delire his permiffion

to build fome veffels to carry the Spaniards to

their own country, as his majefty well knew they

hj.d loft their ihips, in which they had failed to

that coaft.

It is faid that the emperor had provided 50,000
men to fupport his determination ; but it is cer-

tain that he was very defirous of avoiding a rup-

ture with Cortes, and was even under fome appre-

henfions with refpect to the anfwer he might re-

ceive ; but he no fooner heard this artful reply,

than he embraced him with lingular marks of

affe6tion, and having now loft his fears, told him
with great complacency, that he did not intend

to haften his departure before he was provided for

the voyage, and that he Ihould be fpeedily fur-

nifhed wdth every thing he wanted. He accord-

ingly gave orders for alfembling all the carpenters

in the country to cut wood, and to work under
the direction of the Spaniards- Cortes feemed in

equal hafte to be gone, and difpatched all his

builders to Vera Cruz, in order to collect the

remainder of the iron work, rigging, and fails of

the vellels which had been funk, but at the fame
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time fent private dire6tions to Martin Lopez^ his

mafter-builder, to proceed llowly, and prolong

the work as much as poffible, without incurring

the fufpicion of the Mexicans ; his real delign

being to preferve his footing at Mexico, till the

return of his commiflaries from Spain ; for he ex-

pe6ted that they would bring with them both a

fupply of troops, and dire(?i;ions for his future

condu(5l.

He thus for the prefent quieted the minds of

Montezuma and his fubje6ls ; but a very few days

produced an extraordinary alteration in his affairs.

The emperor received intelligence that eighteen

fhips had appeared upon the coaft of Pilleca, and
by the paintings for his majefty's information,

thefe fhips feemed to be manned with Spaniards,

a circumflance which naturally alarmed the whole
empire, and revived the fufpicions that had been
entertained of Cortes, to whom Montezuma imme-
diately communicated this intelligence, letting

him know, at the fame time, that it muft now be

unnecefTary for him to proceed in building fliips,

fmce he might embark in thofe fent from his own
country.

Cortes examined the paintings, and was con-

vinced of their being Spanifh vefTels : but fuppof-

ing that they were fent to him from Spain with a

fupply of troops and ammunition, anfwered with
great compofure, that he would immediately em-
bark if they were going to return to any of the
king of Spain's dominions, but that it would be
imprudent to defift from building, till he fhould

be informed of the particulars by a melTenger
from Zempoalla, whom he every moment expect-

ed. But a few days after this converfation, he
received a letter from Gonzalo de Sandoval, by
which he was informed, that this fleet contained

VOL. I. P p
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8'oo men, and was lent by Diego Velafquez to

oppofe him and his defigns in Mexico. Cortes re-

ceived this mortifying account, while he was in

converfation with Montezuma, and was obliged

to make ufe of all his prudence and refolution

to conceal the emotions he felt upon this occa-

fion, from the obfervation of that prince. He
however fucceeded in his endeavours, and retired

in order to deliberate upon this unexpe6led event.

But here it is neceffary to menton the reception

Cortes 's commifTaries found at the court of Spain,

and the caufes that induced Velafquez to fit out
fuch a fleet againft him, which will be the lub°

je6l of the following chapter.

CHAPTER X.

The proceedings of the commifTaries fent by Cortes to the court

of Spain, and the rife of the fecond expedition formed by Die-

go Velafquez for the deflruftion of Cortes. The monks of

St. Geronimo endeavour in vain to make Velafquez abandon

his projeft. The fleet fails under the command of Pamphilio

de Narvaez, an-ives at Vera Cruz, but is oppofed by the

governor. Cortes endeavours to come to terms of accommo-
dation with the other army, but without fuccefs, and fets out

on his march againft Narvaez,

.T has already been obferved, that Cortes

and the council of Vera Cruz, fent Alonzo Her-
nandez Portocarrero and Francifco de Montejo,

with letters to the king of Spain, together with

the firft tribute fent from New Spain. Thefe
gentlemen, contrary to the orders they had re-

ceived, touched at the ifland of Cuba, in order
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that Francifco de Montejo might have the plea-

fure of vifiting his family and relations who re-

fided near the Havannah, and at fo great a diftance

from Velafquez, that they flattered themfelves

they ran no rilk, either from his vigilance or

reientment. This ftep, however, brought them
into great danger ; for Diego Velafquez fuppofing

that Cortes would fend fome of his fhips to St.

Domingo, to folicit fuccours of the religious go-

vernors, had placed fpies upon the coaft, who in-

forming him of what had happened at Montejo's

houfe, he immediately difpatched two light velTels

well-manned, with orders to take the fliip, and
every perfon on board ; and Montejo, in confe-

quence of the firft notice he had received of this

advice, had no fooner embarked, than he was
obliged to fail through the gulph of Florida,

which was hitherto unattempted, as the only-

means of efcape.

This lliip, however, had a very profperous voy-

age ; but arrived at Seville at a very unfortunate

conjun61:ure : for the chaplain Benito Martin,

who had been fent by Velafquez to folicit the

commiffion of king's lieutenant, had obtained his

fuit ; fent the commiffion to Cuba, and was then

waiting at Seville for a fnip, in order to return

thither himfelf. This man reprefented Cortes as

a pirate, who had clandeftinely failed with feveral

velTels which belonged to Velafquez, and in con^

fequence of his complaint, the directors of trade,

ordered the Ihip and cargo to be feized ; but as a

great favour, permitted the two captains, with the

pilot fent by Cortes, to apply to the king for re-

drefs. They accordingly let out for Barcelona,

but there found that his majefty was at Corunna,
where he was preparing to pafs over into Flan-

ders, in order to accept of the Imperial crown.

They therefore fet out for that city, and in their
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way vilited Martin Cortes, who with equal plea-

fure and furprize, heard of the glory and fuccefs

of his fon, whofe death he had long deplored, and

perfuaded him to accompany them to the emperor,

in hopes that his chara6ter and grey hairs would
give a fan6tion to their folicitations. They had
the good fortune to overtake the court at Torde-
fillas, juil as Cortes 's prefents arrived with the

Indians of the New Conqueft from Seville ; for

thefe being upon the emperor's own account,

they durft not detain them. His majefty gave
them a very gracious reception, and was extreme-

ly furprized at their account of this new dif-

covered empire, and in feveral conferences with

them, enquired minutely into every particular re-

lating to the conqueft. While the Indians and
the prefents that were before him, gave as it were
fanftion to all the wonderful things they related.

But as he was then on his departure to Germany,
he referred Cortes's letters and folicitations to

Cardinal Adrian and the council, to which he had
committed the management of affairs during his

abfence, defiring that they would find out fome
method of doing juftice to Velafquez's preten-

fions, and at the fame time to encourage Cortes.

But the prefident of this council being Velafquez's

friend, reprefented Cortes as a rebel, upon whom
they could have no dependance. Though they

did not think proper to give him an immediate

caufe of difcontent, they refolved not to fend him
any part of the fupplies he had earneftly requefted;

and all that the deputies could obtain was a fmall

Ihare of what they had brought for their own
fubfiftence ; after which they for two whole years

attended the court without the leaft fuccefs.

In the mean time Diego Velafquez received his

commiffion of king's lieutenant, not only of Cuba,

but of all the countries that lliould be difcovered
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and conquered by his means, which, together with

his being afTured of the proteftion of the bilhop of

Burgos, prefident of the Indies, enabled him to

gratify his ambition and refentment ; whence he

refolved to punilh Cortes as a rebel and deferter,

and to appropriate to himfelf the honour of con-

quering the Mexican empire. With thefe views he

expended the greateft part of his fortune in equip-

ping a fquadron, which confifted of 800 Spanilh

infantry, 80 horfe, 1 2 pieces of cannon, and a large

quantity of provilions, arms and ammunition.
The command of this fquadron he bellowed upon
Pamphilio de Narvaez, a man of diftin^tion and
capacity ; but vain, haughty, and opinionated ;

and to this perfon he gave the title of his lieute-

nant, with private inllru6tions to apprehend Cortes,
and fend him over to Cuba in irons, together with

his principal officers, in cafe they refufed to aban-

don his interefts. After which he was to take pof-

feffion, in the name of Velafquez, of all the coun-

tries that had been conquered, as being within his

jurifdi61:ion.

While thefe preparations were making, the

monks of St. Geronimo, who prefided over the

royal audience of Domingo, and whofe jurifdi6iion

extended over the other iHands, were informed of

his deligns, and forefeeing the ill confequences that

might attend them, fent Lucas Vafquez de Ayllon
to perfuade Diego to defift from his enterprize,

and in cafe his arguments failed, to command him,
under great penalties, to defift from undertaking
what might impede Cortes's meafures.

This minifter arriving in the ifland of Cuba
when the fleet was juft ready to fail, ufed all his

elocution and influence to divert Velafquez from
his purpofe, and among other arguments, repre-

fented the mifchief that might be done to the in-

tereft of Spain, Ihould the Indians be witnefs of a
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civil war among their conquerors, and exhorted
him to leave his complaint to the examination of
the royal chamber, which would not fail of doing

him juftice ; but Velafquez being deaf to all his re-

monstrances, and elevated by the title he had ac-

quired to the greateft degree of pride and infolence,

De Ayllon caufed his orders and protelt to be noti-

fied by a fcrivener, and then diilembling his refent-

ment, delired to be allowed to gratify his curioiity

by accompanying the expedition. This requeft

was immediately granted, and De Ayllon embark-
ed, in hopes of being able to a(5t as mediator
between Narvaez and Cortes, and thus prevent the

ill confequences that might arife from Valafquez's

refentment. With the fame view Andres de Du-
ero, the fecretary of Velafquez, who had befriended

Cortes in the beginning of his fortune, engaged in

the expedition, and the fquadron failing with a

favourable wind, foon came to an anchor in the

port of Ulua.

Narvaez on his arrival on the coaft of Mexico,

fent fome foldiers on fhore for intelligence, who
foon returned with two or three Spaniards whom
they found ftraggling about, and from thefe he

received an account of every thing that had hap-

pened at Vera Cruz and Mexico. Narvaez, upon
receiving this intelligence refolved to endeavour
to obtain the fortrefs of Vera Cruz by treaty, and
therefore fent a clergyman, named Juan Ruis de

Guevara, with three foldiers and a public notary

to Gonzalo de Sandoval, in order to perfuade him
to give up Vera Cruz, and to join the army with

his garrifon.

Gonzalo being informed by his centinels of

their coming, was prepared for their reception;

but could fcarcely contain himfelf within the

bounds of moderation when Guevara delivered his

mgfiage, and let him know that Narvaez was come
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to fend Cortes in chains to Cuba; he therefore

anfwered with great warmth that he could not be-

lieve that NarvaeZj whom he took to be a good fub-

je6l:, would attempt to interrupt Cartes in a con-

queft that would be of fuch advantage to Spain ;

but would rather join him with all his forces, in

order to bring fuch a noble fcheme to perfection.

However if he was really refolvcd to oifer violence

to CorteSj he might be aiTured that the garrifon of

Vera Cruz would make all the oppofition in their

power. The prieft being very paffionate, was fo

provoked at this unexpefted repulfcj that he threat-

ened Cortes, and all his adherents, whom he up-

braided as felons and traitors, and then ordered

the notary to do his office in publiihing that all the

Spaniards in Vera Cruz fliould obey Narvaez on
pain of death.

Sandoval attempted to perfuade this indifcreet

ecclefiaftic, that fuch violence was equally uojuil

and indecent in a perfon of his profeffion ; but

finding that all his arguments were vain, he at

length aflumed a peremptory air, and told the

notary, that lliould he prefume to publifh any
orders that did not come from the king, he would
give directions for his being hanged immediately.

He even caufed the prieft and his attendants to be
apprehended, and fent to inform Cortes of the
Heps he had taken. He then fummoned his In-

dian allies to affift him, in cafe he Ihould be at-

tacked ; put his fortrefs in the beft order polfible,

and, like an able and vigilant commander, made
all the necelfary difpofitions for fuftaining a fiege.

Cortes was under the greateft anxiety on his

being informed of thefe tranfa6lions, he being
very fenfible of the dangerous fituation he was in,

with refpeft to the Mexicans and to Narvaez, who
were equally his enemies ; and yet in the prefence

of Montezuma he wore an air of tranquility, tell-
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ing him that thofe who had newly arrived, were
come with a fecond embaffy to fupport the propo-

fitions he had already made, and, according to the

cuftom of his country, had brought an army along

with them; but that he would prevail upon them
to return, and as his majefty's generolity had left

nothing for him or them to delire, he would go
along with them.

Cortes's uneafmefs was however very far from
rendering him ina6live, he refolved, if poffible,

to bring about a reconciliation with Narvaez; but

left that Ihould not fucceed, prepared with the

greateft diligence for war. He gave private in-

ftru6lions to three or four of his foldiers who were
permitted to vilit the mines of Chinantla, to per-

fuade the Caciques of that country, to levy 2000
foldiers for his fervice, for they were a warlike

people, and had already privately offered him
their friendfhip. He at the fame time purchafed

of them 300 lances, made of a very tough wood,
armed with points of tempered copper, and dif-

tributed them among his foldiers, bayonets being

not then invented, to preferve them from Nar-
vaez's horfe, which gave him great apprehenlions.

While Cortes was taking thefe prudent fteps,

Pedro de Solis arrived from Vera Cruz with the

prifoners fent by Gonzalo de Sandoval, who had

been carried in chairs on the fhoulders of the In-

dians. When Cortes, being informed of their

coming, went out to receive them with a greater

number of attendants than ordinary. He inftantly

caufed their fetters to be taken off, embraced them
with great appearance of cordiality, and was par-

ticularly civil to father Guevara, telling him, that

he would chaftife Gonzalo de Sandoval, for his

Ihewing fo little regard to his perfon and chara6ter.

He then conduced him to his own apartment,

complimented him with a place at his table, and
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more than once intimated that he felt the greateft

fatiofadtion at the arrival of Narvaez^ with whom
he had formerly lived in the moft intimate friend-

fhip. He took him to Montezuma, and made him
a witnefs of the favours he received from that great

emperor, and of the profound refpeft with which
he was treated by the Mexican princes, and greatly

allayed the violence of his temper, by making him
a prefent of fome valuable jewels. His companions
alfo had a Ihare in his bounty, and then without
dropping the leaft hint of his being defirous of

their employing their good offices with Narvaez
towards an accommodation, he in four days after

their arrival fuffered them to return, when warmly
engaged in his intereft.

Cortes, after having difmifTed them in this cour-

teous manner, allowed fome time for his wife and
politic behaviour to produce the defired efFe(5t, and
then fent friar Bartholomew de Olmedo with
letters for Narvaez, de Ayllon, and the fecretary

Andres de Duero, and at the fame time furnifhed

him with a ftock ofjewels, with orders to diftribute

them according to his own fagacity and penetra-

tion. In his letter to Narvaez he welcomed him
to the Mexican coaft, gave him an account of the

conqueft ; defcribing the warlike genius of the In-

dians with the power and grandeur of Monte-
zuma ; expatiated on the ill confequences that

would infallibly attend a mifunderftanding among
the Spaniards ; reminded him of his duty to the
king ; and the friendlhip which had formerly fub-

iifted between them; defired to know his orders,

which if they were from his majefty, he promifed
to obey, even though he was commanded to defift

from the enterprife in which he had fo far fuc-

ceedcd, and intimated the mifchief that would be
produced with refpe6l to the king's intereft, if he
only intended to profecute the unjuft refentment
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of Velafquez, whom he not only refolved to in-

demnify for the expence in equipping the Ihips

with which he had arrived, but alfo to give a Ihare

in the glory and advantage of his fuccefs, and con-

cluded with telling Narvaez, that he did not ufe

arguments for want of ftrength^ and that he knew
how to maintain his own rights.

Narvaez had fixed his quarters at Zempoalla,
where he was received with great hofpitality by
the fat Cacique, who at iirft imagined that he was
come in order to affift his friend Cortes ; but ke was
foon undeceived ; for though Narvaez had no
interpreters, his a6tions fpoke but too plainly.

He treated the Zempoallans in the molt oppreffive

and imperious manner, feized the furniture and
jewels which Cortes had left in his own houfe, and
his foldiers were fufFered to commit every adt of
rapine and violence.

Guevara, on his return from Mexico, waited
upon him, expatiated on the magnificence of that

city, the kind reception he had rnet with from
Cortes, the aftonilhing degree of favour he was in

with Montezuma, and his great defire to live in

friendfhip with Narvaez, when that imperious of-

ficer interrupting him, bid him return to Cortes,

by whofe artifices he had been cajoled, and then,

with the molt lliocking marks of rudenefs and dif-

refpe6t, thruft him from his prefence. But though
the prieft was repulfed by Narvaez, he and his

companions made a great impreffion on the minds
of the foldiers, to whom they extolled Cortes in

fuch a manner, as not only made them defire an
accommodation with that general; but infpired

them with a diflike to their own commander.
Olmedo foon followed Guevara, and delivered

Cortes's letter to Narvaez ; but could fcarce pre-

vail upon him to perufe the contents, which he

however fuperficially ikimmed over, out of com-



BY HERNANDO CORTES. 307

pliment to the fun6tion of the bearer. It was in

vain that the friar made a very eloquent and pa-
thetic fpeech, on the neceffity of their a6ling in

concert, in, order to promote the advantage of
Spain, and the fatal efFe(5ls that would attend
their animofity; Narvaez replied with indecent
heat, that the principal delign of his coming was
to chaftife Cortes as a rebellious fubje6l ; that he
would inftantly feta price upon his head, and pro-

claim all his adherents traitors, and that he had
force fufficient to wreft the conqueft from his

hands, without having the leaft occafion to con-
fult the accomplices and abettors of his rebellion.

The friar, however, ftill preferved his temper,
and let him know, that before he arrived at Mex-
ico, he would be obliged to fight his way through
intire provinces of warlike Indians, who were the
friends and confederates of Cortes. That his Spa-
niards were refolved to die by his fide, and that his

caufe would be fupported by Montezuma, a prince

who had fuch power, that for every fingle foldier

Narvaez had under his command, he was able to

raife a numerous army.

Ohiiedo having taken his leave, viiited de Ayllon,
and the fecretary Andres de Duero, who promifed

to exert all their power and influence in producing
an accommodation. He then mingled with the

captains and foldiers of his acquaintance, explained

the nature of his embaify, reprefented the necellity

of reconciling the two commanders, diftributed

the jewels and other curiofities he brought with
him with great judgment, and in (hort would foon

have formed a ftrong party in favour of Cortes,

had not Narvaez, who had been informed of his

proceedings, ordered him to be brought before

him, reviled him as being a mutinous and feditious

traitor, and obliged him to depart immediately
from Zempoalla.
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The licenciate Lucas Vafquez de Ayllon at this

inftant entered the room, and propofed that before

de Olme"So was difmifTed, the officers Ihould be af-

fembled, in order to deliberate upon a proper an-

fwer to be fent to Cortes. But this propofal was
reje6led by Narvaez with great indignation ; and,

in order to prevent any farther difpute he ordered
war to be declared againft Cortes, as a rebel and
traitor, afligned a confiderable reward to any who
fliould take him dead or alive, and commanded
the army to prepare for a march. De Ayllon,
exafperated at this inftance of violence and irregu-

larity, ordered the crier to defift, and commanded
Narvaez not to ftir a foot from Zempoalla on pain

of death, or to employ the forces without the

unanimous confent of the whole army. Upon
which Narvaez ordered him to be apprehended,
fent on board a velTel, and inftantly tranfported

to Cuba. At the fame time de Olmedo fet out on
his return to Mexico, while the principal officers

in Narvaez 's army were fhocked at his infolenoe,

and the inferior foldiers loudly murmured at his

condudt.

De Olmedo, on his arrival at Mexico, informed
Cortes of the implacability and intemperate beha-

viour of Narvaez ; but encouraged him by men-
tioning the difpofition of the foldiers, upon which
he immediately refolved to take advantage of this

favourable circumftance, and the Spaniards at

Mexico were no fooner informed of his having
taken this refolution, than they expreffed the ut-

nioft zeal and impatience to be in a6tion ; for,

notwithftanding the inequality of numbers, they
had fuch confidence in the valour, ability, and
difcretion of their general, that they thought it

almoft impoffible for them not to conquer, when
under his command.
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Cortes was unwilling to damp their alacrity by
any unneceflary delay, and therefore repaired to

Montezuma's apartment, to acquaint him with

his intended march ; but was not a little fur-

prifed at hearing that prince begin the difcourfej,

and at his faying, he had from different parts re-

ceceived information, that the Spanifh general at

Zempoalla was come with very ill deiigns againft

him and his followers, and though he did not

wonder that the two chiefs Ihould be at enmity,

from fome private animoficy, he could not help

thinking, that as they were the vaiTals of the fame
prince, and headed armies of drueient factions,

one of them muft necelTarily be a rebel to his

fovereign. Cortes was fomewhat ftartled at this

declaration; but immediately availed himfelf of

that prefence of mind which never forfook him
in his greateft emergencies, and replied without
hefitation, that the accounts received by his ma-
jefty were undoubtedly true, and he was come to

lay the fame intelligence before him ; but that

Narvaez was not to be conlidered as a rebel, but
rather as perfon who proceeded upon wrong prin-

ciples through miftake, for he was come as lieu-

tenant or fubftitute from a miUnformed governor,
who refided in a remote province, and was there-

fore unacquainted with the laft refolutions of the

court of Spain, and really imagined that the em-
bafly to the emperor of Mexico was an affair that

belonged to his office ; but that all this mifunder-
ftanding would vanilh as foon as he Ihould lay his

difpatches before that lieutenant. He had there-

fore refolved immediately to march with part of
his forces to Zempoalla, in order to difpofe them
to return on board their Ihips, and that he Ihould
foon convince them, that they ought to refpe6l

the fubjefts of the Mexican empire, a? a people
under the king of Spain's protection.
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Montezuma was much pleafed with the prd-

fpedl of getting red of fuch troublefome vifitors,

of whofe exactions and a<5ts of oppreflion he was
particularly informed ; but imagining that Cortes

might be expofed to fome danger, by attempting

to bring them to reafon, he offered to furnifh him
with an army that fhould entirely be under his

command, and repeated this offer with fuch ear-'

neftnefs, that Cortes was fully convinced of his

fnicerity, though he declined accepting it, with

many expreffions of acknowledgment, from his

having but little confidence in the attachment

of the Mexican foldiers to his intereft.

Cortes refolved upon leaving fourfcore Spani-

ards in Mexico, under the command of Pedro de

Alverado, an excellent officer, who by his engag-

ing behaviour, had already acquired great fhare of

Montezuma's friendfliip. Cortes gave him direc-

tions relating to his condu^, with refpe6t to the

emperor, and the foldiers were ordered to obey
their captain, and ferve Montezuma with the

greatefl refpeft. Thefe precautions being taken,

Cortes difpatched a meffenger to Gonzalo Sando-

val, with orders to entrufl the confederate Indians

with the fortrefs of Vera Cruz, and to march out

with the Spaniards to meet him at a certain place

of rendezvous. He then having taken care to ob-

tain the neceffary fupplies of provifions on the

road, and procured a body of Indians to carry the

l^aggage, fet out on his march.
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CHAPTER XI.

Cortes, finding it impoffible to bring Narvaez to accept of any
terms of accommodation, attacks iiim and his army, obtains

a complete viftory, and prevails upon the foldiers to enter

into his fervice.

JL HE Spaniards marched with the cheer-

fuhiefa and circumfpeftion of veterans, inured to

the hardfhips and dangers of war. They took the

road to Cholula, at which city they met with an
hofpitable reception, and proceeding towardsTla-

fcala, found, at half a league's diftance from the

city, a fplendid appearance of the nobility, and
the whole fenate, who received their vifit with

great demonllrations of joy and refpec^. After

flaying there a ihort time, they marched to Mata-
lequita, a town of Indian friends, where they were
joined by Gonzalo de Sandoval and his troops,

with feven foldiers from Narvaez's army, by
whom he was informed of every thing that had
pafled in the enemy's quarters before they de-

ferted. He had alfo intelligence of a later date

from two foldiers, who had gone from Vera Cruz
to Zempoalla in the guife of Indians carrying
bafkets of fruit, which they exchanged with the
Spaniards for glafs beads, and other toys, and fo

dextroufly alTumed the fimplicity of the natives,

that they were permitted to range, without the
leaft fufpicion, through every part of the quarters;

they even ventured to repeat the vifit, and as a

proof the careleflhefs with which they kept the
watch, took from the very parade a horfe belong.

ing to a captain, who was one of Cortes moft bit-

ter enemies.
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In order to gain time till the arrival of the In-

dians from Chinantla^ Cortes fent de Olmedo a

fecond time with propofals for an accommodation

;

but he meeting with no fuccefs, Juan Velafquez de
Leon was fent to ufe his influence with Narvaez,
from the hopes that his being related to Diego de
Velafquez would render his mediation the more
acceptable. Narvaez had indeed written to this

oificer to exhort him to efpoufe his kinfman's caufe,

and to oiFer him a very advantageous poll in his

army ; but this letter Juan had delivered to Cortes,

with proteftations that he would die by his fide,

rather than defert his colours, and his behaviour

upon this occafion was an additional motive for

fending him upon this negociation.

On his approaching 2^mpoalla, Narvaez came
with a grand retinue to meet him, fuppofing that

he was come to join him ; but had foon the mor-
tification to find himfelf miftaken. He however
ufed many arguments to detach him from Cortes,

and to render him an eye witnefs of his fuperior

ftrength, commanded the whole army to be re-

viewed before him. The next day he invited him
to dinner, together with thofe of his own officers,

on whom he placed the greateft confidence, that

they might affifl; in perfuading him to join their

party. In the beginning of the converfation, he
was treated with great civility and refpe6l, but in

the midft of their feftivity fome farcafl;ic reflexions

were thrown out againft Cortes, and though Juan
de Velafquez, to avoid prejudicing the bufinefs in

which he was employed, diflembled his refent-

ment, yet the abufe thrown upon Cortes became
fo grofs and indecent, that Velafquez being un-

able to reftrain his indignation, cried with fome

warmth, that if any man in that company, who
did not efteem Hernando Cortes and all his fol-

lower^, as loyal fubje6ts to the king of Spain,
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would let him know his fentiments before fewer
witneflTes, he would undeceive him in what manner
foever he pleafed. Narvaez was difconcerted with
this declaration ; but a young officer of the name
and family of Velafquez replied^ that no man was
worthy of bearing that name, who attempted to

vindicate a traitor. At this reproach Juan gave
him the lie, and drew his fword, in order to punilli

him for his infolence, when the company inter-

pofed, but found it very difficult to prevent mif-

chief. .However, Velafquez was at length pre-

vailed upon to fheath his fword, when abruptly
leaving the company, he immediately returned to

Cortes breathing defiance and revenge.

This incident occafioned fuch murmurs among
the officers and foldiers, that Narvaez, in order to

put a Hop to their clamours, was obliged to fend a
perfon to Cortes, to apologife for what had hap-
pened to Juan de Velafquez, and to learn the fub-

ftance of his commiffion, which he had not fully

explained. For this purpofe he fent the fecretary

Andres de Duero, who met Cortes on his march to

an advantageous poll, which he intended to occupy
till the arrival of the Chinantlans. Duero and
Cortes embraced each other like intimate friends,

who had met after a long feparation, and all the
officers received the ftranger with joy and refpe6t.

But before they proceeded to bufinefs, Cortes

made him a prefent of fome valuable jewels. He
was entertained with great magnificence and hof-

pitality, and ftaid till the next day, to confult

about meafures for preventing a rupture, which
he was fenlible would be highly prejudicial to the

interefi: of Spain. Cortes, upon this occafion,

fiiewed the greatefl: moderation, and even pro-

pofed to relinqiiifh the Mexican conqueft to his

competitor, while he and his followers Ihould en-

gage in forae other expedition. Andres de Duero
VOL. I. R r
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being ftruck with this inflance of his modefty,

and felf-denial, propofed an interview with Nar-
vaez, to which Cortes immediately agreeing, the

fecretary then returned to Zempoalla, where he
alfo obtained the confent of Narvaez. But after

the time and place were appointed, where they

were to meet with only ten friends on each fide,

Cortes received private advice from Duero, that

Narvaez had refolved to lay an ambufcade for his

life, which being confirmed by others, he wrote
to his treacherous enemy to let him know, that

he was acquainted with his defigns, and to re-

proach him with his bafenefs. Having thus given
vent to his indignation, he continued his march,
and took his ftation within a league of Zempoalla,
where his front was defended by a river, and
his rear by the neighbourhood of Vera Cruz.

Having polled proper centinels, and detached a
number of fcouts, he quartered his people in fome
cottages, where they were Iheltered from the fun,

and allowed to take their repofe.

Narvaez being informed of this difpofition, drew
up his army, caufed war to be declared at the

head of his troops, with the offer of 2000 pieces

of eight, to any perfon who Ihould bring him the

head of Cortes, and alfo fet a price upon the lives

of Gonzalo de Sandoval and Juan Velafquez de
Leon. He then marched to an open field, at

about a quarter of a league's diftance, vainly hope-
ing that Cortes would leave his advantageous
iituation, to engage an enemy, who had three

times as many men as himfelf

In the evening the weather fuddenly grew dark
and cloudy, and fuch a quantity of rain fell, that

the foldiers were inftantly wet to the fkin, and
their arms rendered ufelefs, when they curfed the

author of the expedition, and with loud clamours
infilled upon returning to their quarters. With
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this requeft Narvaez was obliged to comply, and
never imagining that Cortes would pafs the river

in fuch a night, retreated in great diforder to

Zempoalla; and intending to take the field again

early in the morning, lodged his troops in the
principal temple of the city, which was built

upon an eminence, that had an afcent of many
ill-contrived Iteps, which rendered it very difficult

of accefs, on the top of which he planted artillery.

He fixed his head-quarters in the middle tower,

w^hither he retired with fome officers and about
ICO foldiers, on whom he placed the greateft con-

fidence: the reft of the army was diftributed in

the other tower ; fome horfes were fet to patrole in

the neighbourhood of the town, and centinels

placed in the avenues.

Meanwhile Andres de Duero fent one of his

men to apprize Cortes of their retreat, and the

manner in which they were difpofed, merely with

the view of his paffing the night without any ap-

prehenfions of being attacked in his quarters: but
Cortes no fooner received this information, than

he refolved to take advantage of this favourable

opportunity. Notwithftanding the continuance

of the tempeft, he alTembled his people without
delay, and they having paflTed the river with the

water above their middle, he made a Ihort fpeecb,

mentioning the manner in which the enemy were
quartered, their carelefFnefs and fecurity ; the eafe

with which they might be attacked and routed in

the dark, before they could have time to be drawn
up in their defence ; and then expatiated on the

infolencd and treachery of Narvaez, and the juftice

of his own caufe. His foldiers being thus fired

with refentment, called aloud to be led to the

enemy.
Cortes inftantly formed his troops into three

fmall battahons, the firil of which was under the
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command of Gonzalo de Sandoval: The fecond

was led by Chriftoval de Oled^ and Cortes in per-

fon took the command of the reft. Gonzalo had
orders to begin the attack by mounting the fteps,

and preventing all communication between the

towers : Chriftoval was to affault the tower in which
Narvaez lodged^ while Cortes with his men re-

folved to fupport both attacks as occafion lliould

require. Orders were given that the drums fliould

beat and the trumpets found as foon as the action

began, with a view of increafmg the terror and
confufion of the enemy, and the moft profound
filence being in the mean while recommended,
they began their march at a very flow pace to pre-

vent their being fatigued before the aftion began,

and to allow the enemy time to be lulled in fleep

and fecurity. But they had fcarcely proceeded
half a league when their fcouts returned with a

centinel, whom they had furprized, though his

companion found means to efcape > among the

bufhes. This accident occafioned a Ihort con-

fultation among the officers, who unanimoufly
thought, that if the foldier ftiould difcover them
he would take a circuit to the town to avoid

danger, and therefore by haftening their march
they might probably reach Zempoalla as foon as

he, and at leaft fhould have the advantage of at-

tacking the enemy in the diforder of their firft

waking. They therefore left their horfes, bag-

gage and other incumbrances by the lide of a little

brook near the road, and puflied forward with all

poffible hafte. But notwithftanding this, the cen-

tinel winged by fear, had arrived a few minutes
'before them, crying aloud. The enemy is upon us ;

but being inftantly carried before Narvaez, he

flighted his intelligence, and thought it impoffible

that Cortes fliould venture to march in fuch a

dark tempeftuous night, or prefume to attack

him with fuch an handful of men.
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A little after midnight Cortes reached Zempo-
alla without being difcovered by the enemy's ca-

valry, and not only entered the town, but came
in light of the temple without finding any guards,

or being challenged by one centinel. This hap-

pened at the very inllant when the foldier was tell-

ing Narvaez that Cortes was marching towards

the place with his whole army: But though he was
difbelieved by that obftinate commander, his fol-

diers had taken to their arms, and were in fome
degree prepared for their defence. Cortes foon

perceiving that he was difcovered, and had no
time to lofe, began the attack, by ordering Gon-
zalo de Sandoval to mount the fteps, when thofe

who were upon guard with the artillery, fired two
or three pieces, and their report was inftantly fuc-

ceeded with the noife of the drums, trumpets, and
the confufed cries of the foldiers, who flew to the

defence of the fteps. The difpute foon came to

the pike and the fword, and Sandoval was hard
preffed in his attempt to force his way in fpite of

the difadvantages of the ground, and the fupe-

riority of numbers ; but De Oled foon came to his

relief, and Cortes quitting the rear threw himfelf

fword in hand into the hotteft of the engagement,
with fuch impetuofity, that nothing could with-

ftand him, fo that in a few moments the enemy
gave way, and foon retreated in great diforder,

after having abandoned their artillery, fome flying

to their quarters, while others repaired to the

gate of the principal tower, where the difpute

was renewed, and for fome time continued with

great obftinacy.

Narvaez having put on his armour, exerted his

utmoft endeavours to rally his fcattered troops,

and with great refolution rufhed into the midft of
the battle, where his eye being thruft out with a

pike, he fell down crying, I am a dead man.
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This completed the confulion of his foldiers, feme
of whom abandoned him, while others flood as if

they had been thunderftruck, and others again

fought with fuch diforder, that they were eafily

routed, and their general taken prifoner. An end
was now put to the difpute, for the enemy (hut

themfelves up in the tower*, while the followers of

Cortes, having nobody tooppofe them, proclaimed
their vidiory with loud acclamations, which ferved

to heighten the apprehenlions of the vanquifhed,

whofe terror was likewife augmented by the light

of numerous lights in the country, which though
folely produced from a kind of glow-worms, they
ridiculouily imagined were an army of arque-

bufiers with lighted matches, and their dilbrdered

imagination made them fuppofe that thefe were
the auxiliaries of Cortes marching to his affiftance.

Cortes at length putting a flop to the fhouts of

the people, caufed the artillery to be turned againft

the towers, and proclaimed a general pardon for

thofe who would furrender, with advantagous con-

ditions to fuch as would enter into his fervice, and
free liberty to thofe who were delirous of returning
to Cuba. This ftep being taken in the firft tumult
of their fear, was attended with great fuccefs ; for

thefe terms were no fooner propofed at the three

towers, than both officers and foldiers came in

whole companies to furrender, when Cortes re-

ceived them with the greateft kindnefs, though he
caufed them to be divided, and put under a pro-

per guard, till the light ihould give him an oppor-

tunity of difcovering who they were. He then

Avent to vifit Narvaez. That gentleman having

been committed to the care of Sandoval, had
his wound already drelTed, and he feeing him en-

ter, cried out. Thank God, Captain Cortes, for

your fuccefs in making me your prifoner. Thanks

J3e to God for a|l things, friend Narvaez, be re-
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turned, but, vanity apart, I look upon this vic-

tory, and your imprifoiiment, among the leaft

confiderable a6tions that have been performed in

this country.

Cortes being now informed that one of the

towers commanded by Salvatierra and Diego Va-
lafquez the younger, refufed to furrender, he or-

two pieces of artillery to- be planted againft it;

but the defendants called for quarters at the very
firft difcharge, when Juan Velafquez de Leon en-

tered with a fmall body, and feized Diego and
Salvatierra, who were Cortes's inveterate enemies.

Thus the victory was obtained with the lofs of
four men, though the conquered had a captain,

enfign, and 15 private men killed upon the fpot.

At day- break the 2000 Chinantlans arrived,

when Cortes was glad of letting his prifoners fee,

that he was not deftitute of allies ; while the

vanquilhed were filled with (hame, perceiving the

fmall number of men by whom they had been en-

tirely defeated, and curfed their carelelTnefs and
the infolence of Narvaez. Cortes having many
friends among them, who deli red to be eniifted in

his army, their example was foon followed by all

the other prifoners, and not a fmgie man expreffed

the leaft inclination to return to Cuba.
Thus Cortes, by his admirable conduc5l and

bravery, found himfelf in a few hours, at the head
of above one thoufand Spaniards ; the only ene-
mies he had to fear, were fafe in his cuftody; he
had a fleet of eleven ihips and feven brigantines at

his difpofal, and he had the pleafure of feeing the
laft effort of Diego de Velall|uez entirely fruf-

trated. Narvaez's horfe never engaged in the
adtion, but made their efcape into "the country,
where being united into a troop of forty, they
pretended to ftand on their defence, but were foan
brought to enlift under Cortes.
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At length the fails, tackling, and rudders of all

the veflels were brought on Ihore, and laid up in

Vera Cruz ; the pilots and mariners were brought
to Zempoalla, and the army was allowed to con-

tinue fome days in quarters for refrefliment.

CHAPTER XII.

Cortes marches back to Mexico to th e affiftance of Alverado,

againft whom the Mexicans had taken up arms; where he

finds the people in a violent ferment. His troops are feveral

times attacked, and his offers of peace rejefted. Monte-

zuma harranguing the Mexicans, in order to perfuade them

to lay down their arms, is mortally wounded, and dies, con-

juring Cortes to revenge his fall.

W HILE Cortes continued in his quarters

of refrefhment, he difmiffed the Chinantlans with
prefents, and was vilited by the inhabitants of the
neighbouring villages, and by the Caciques of
the adjacent countries, who all came to congra-
tulate hirti upon his fuccefs : but, notwithftanding

his good fortune, he could not be eaiy when he
refle6ted upon Alverado's lituation, fmce he knew
him to be encompafled with enemies, and at the
mercy of a prince who might be perfuaded to

facrifice him and his few troops for the advantage
of the empire. He therefore refolved to return

to Mexico, and that neither Montezuma nor his

people might be offended at his returning with

fuch a numerous body, he propofed to divide his

army, and employ the greateft part of it in other

conquefts.
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While Cortes was taking thefe meafures, a letter

from Alverado obliged him to alter his fcherae.

By this letter he was informed, that in fpite of
Montezuma, who had never once attempted to

leave the quarters, the Mexicans had taken up
arms, and repeated their attacks with fuch refo-

lution, that unlefs he and his men were imme-
diately fuccoured, they muft all inevitably perifh.

And what was ftill more extraordinary, the fol-

dier who brought this letter, was accompanied by
an ambalTador from Montezuma, who prefTed the

general to return as foon as poffible, and afiTured

him, that though his own life fhould be at Hake,
he would never abandon Alverado.

Upon receiving this intelligence, Cortes and his

officers unanimoully agreed, that no time fhould

be loft. Roderigo Rangel, a perfon of approved
fidelity, was immediately appointed deputy go-

vernor of Vera Cruz ; and a garrifon was left at

Zempoalia, after which the army amounted to one
thoufand foot, and one hundred horfe. Cortes

having lent an anfwer to Montezuma, and another

to Alverado, with an account of his victory, and
alTurances of his coming to their affiftance, be-

gan his march, the army taking different routes,

in order to be the more eafily fuppiied with pro-

vifions. They rendezvoufed near Tlafcala, at

which city they were received with great joy and
afFedfion ; the republic ftimulated him againft the

Mexicans, and offered to affemble all their troops

for his fervice. He, however, declined the offer,

and contented himfelf with taking a body of 2000
men.

Cortes paffed the caufeway without the leafl

oppofition, notwithftanding his perceiving many
marks of the fury of the Mexicans. For his two
brigantines vv^ere ftaved to, pieces; and half burnt.

On his entering Mexico, the fuburbs were aban-

VOL. I Sf
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doned ; the bridges, by which the ftreets had a

communication with each other, were all broken

down, and a profound lilence reigned over the

whole city. Thefe fufpicious fymptoms made the

general order the infantry to flacken their pace,

while the cavalry marched before to reconnoitre :

but the Spaniards who had been left in the city,

foon difcovering the army, raifed a great fhout,

and removed his apprehenfions. Pedro de Alve-

rado and his men received them at the gate of his

quarters, in a tranfport of joy, and Montezuma
himfelf went to the outer court to meet Cortes,

whom he embraced with all the marks of a fmcere

afFe6tion.

Cortes having taken proper meafures for the

fecurity of his troops, retired with Alverado, to

enquire into the caufe of that fedition among the

Mexicans, which had put him in fuch danger ;

when that officer informed him, that foon after his

departure, the nobles had behaved with lefs refpe6l

than ufual ; that from the information of a trufty

fpy, he learned that they held frequent aflemblies

in private^ and that a confpiracy was concerted

againft the Spaniards, in which it was agreed to

alfemble the inhabitants, under the pretence of

celebrating annual dances called Mitates, when
the nobles were to harangue the populace, and
immediately proceed to the Spaniih -quarters, in

order to extirpate the infolent ftrangers, who kept

their emperor prifoner, and treated even their

gods with contempt.

On the morning preceding the day appointed,

fome of the chief perfons in the fedition, came to

defire Alverado's permillion to celebrate their fef-

tival. However, he was that very night informed

that they were very bufy in concealing confider-

able quantities of arms in houfes near the temples

;

upon which he refolved to anticipate the execu-

tion of their fcheme, by attacking them before
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they fliould have time either to take arms, or to

raife the populace. This ill-judged fcheme he
put in execution. He left the fort with 50 of his

men, under the pretence of feeing the diverfion,

and perceiving the Mexicans intoxicated with

liquor, attacked and difperfed them without oppo-
iition ; many of them being killed and wounded
in their flight: the Spaniards ftripped them of

their jewels and other ornaments; after which
Alverado retired without even taking the necelTary

ftep of acquainting the people with his motives for

committing this a6lion, whence it was naturally

imputed to his avarice. The people incenled at

feeing the noblity llaughtered and pillaged before

their eyes, now ran to arms, and raifed a very
formidable infurre6tion. They had feveral times

attacked the Spanilh quarters, and being fo fuc-

cefsful as to kill three or four Spaniards, their cou-

rage was raifed to fuch a height, that inftead of

dreading the refentment of Cortes and his troops,

now fo greatly increafed, they retired to another

part of the town, leaving the entrance open, that

by giving the Spaniards an opportunity of being
united, they might furround and deftroy them at

once.

Cortes cenfured Alverado very feverely for his

raflinefs in leaving his quarters, when the city

was in fuch a commotion ; blamed him for con-

cealing from Montezuma the iirft intelligence he
had received, and for retiring without having in-

formed the populace of the caufe of fuch a violent

alTault ; and made Alverado fo fenfible of his in-

difcretion, that he defired to be imprifoned, in

order to facilitate the redu(5lion of the enraged
multitude.

The Mexicans made no attempt that night, but
the fame myfterious fiience prevailing the next

morning, Cortes ordered Diego de Oi-daz to
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march through the principal ftreets at the head of

four hundred Spanilh and Tlaicalan foldiers, and,

if poffible, to penetrate into their defigns. But
Diego had not proceeded far, when he obferved

a body of armed men, which had been detached

on purpofe to draw him farther from the quar-

ters. He accordingly advanced a confiderable

way, \j\ order to take ibme prifoners ; but was all

at once oppofed by an innumerable multitude,

who ran boldly up to his front, while another

army which had been concealed in the crofs ftreets

attacked him in the rear. At the fame time the

terraces and windows on each fide were crouded
with armed men, who lliowered upon them an in-

finite number of arrows, darts, and ftones. Diego
perceiving his retreat cut oft] fo as to prevent his

informing Cortes of his danger, ordered his rear

to face about, and part of his men to exert them-
felves with their fwords and pikes below, while

his fire arms were ufed againft thofe above. The
heat of the engagement was however but of a

ihort continuance, for notwithftanding the. fury

with which the Mexicans advanced, their attacks

were made in fo tumultuous a manner, that they

were foon thrown into confufion, and retired to a

diftance, where they could neither offend, nor be

offended ; and the windows and terraces, being at

the fame time cleared by the fire arms, Diego en-

deavoured to make his retreat, though he was
obliged to cut his way fword in hand. In this en-

gagement he left fevcn foldiers dead upon the

fpot, and both himfelf and the greateft part of

his men were wounded.
This event rendered Cortes but too fenfible that

there was no room for negociation. He therefore

refolved to fally out with the greateft part of his

forces, in order to oblige them to fue for an ac-

commodation. In the mean time, the Mexicans
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looked upon Diego's retreat as a flight, and fol-

lowed him with inconceiveable fury, till they were
terrified and driven back by the artillery, from
the Spanilh quarters, which made a very dreadful

llaughter. They however halted within fight, and
the ftreets were foon filled again with armed men,
whofe drums and fhells founding the fignal for an
aflault, they advanced with prodigious impetuo-
lity. Their rear was compofed of archers, who
were defigned to clear the walls, that the reft of the

army might approach, and fuch fhowers of arrows

were dilcharged, that the Spaniards were foon

obliged to employ a number of hands to remove
them, to prevent their blocking up the way to

the ramparts. While the archers were thus en-

gaged, the reft, notwithftanding the dreadful ha-

vock made among them by the cannon and fmall

arms, advanced to the very gates, which they en-

deavoured to cut in pieces, with inftruments edged
with flint. Some leaped upon the flioulders of

their companions, and others made ladders of

their pikes and lances in order to fcale the walls

;

one fet of men where no fooner wounded and fell,

but their place was fupplied by others, who, as

if they had been ftrangers to fear and compaffion,

trampled upon their friends and fought like wild
beafts made doubly furious by famine and re-

venge. They were, however, at laft repulfed,

when they retired for cover to the crois ftreets,

where they ftaid till the approach of night, and
then raifed another terrible alarm, by beginning
a very diflferent kind of fight, for by ihooting fire

arrows into the quarters, they produced a dread-

ful conflagration in feveral parts of the building,

which forced the Spaniards to break down walls,

to prevent the communication of the flames, and
then to labour the greateft part of the night in

ppairing the breaches they had made, in order
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to put themfelves again into a poftiire of de-
fence.

The next morning the enemy appeared at a dif-

tance^ and though afraid of advancing within can-

non fhotj challenged the Spaniards to come out to

battle^, with many injurious reproaches. Cortes,

who had refolved to make a faliy, took this oppor-
tunity to inflame the minds of his foldiers with a

fliort fpeech, and finding them impatient of delay,

divided his whole force into three battalions, two
of which were diredled to clear the crofs ftreets,

while he himfeif took the large ftreet, where the

greateft body of the enemy was polled. The Mex-
icans flood the firit charge without giving ground,
and even fought hand to hand with their clubs and
two-handed IVvords which they wielded with incre-

dible fury, nor could the fire-arms put a ftop to

the fhowers or Hones and javelins that were thrown
from the windows and balconies, till fire was fet to

fome of the houfes. The Mexicans however at laft

gave way ; but as they retreated, broke down the

bridges of the ftreets, which obliged the Spa-

niards to fill up the canals before they could pro-

fecute the vidory. While Cortes was thus ad-

vancing, the two battalions charged the multi-

tude that had polFeffion of the ftreets on the lides,

and drove the enemy before them, till they en-

tered a large fquare, where the three divifions

joined, when the Mexicans betook themfelves to

flight, with as much precipitation as they had be-

fore made their attack.

Cortes did not think proper to allow his troops

to engage in the purfuit, but having loft ten gr

twelve foldiers in the a6lion, retired without op-

pofition. The lofs of the enemy was lb great, that

the dead bodies lay in heaps, and the canals of

the city were tinged with blood. Cortes allotted

three days for the refrefliment of his troops, dur-
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ing which he renewed his overtures of peace, by
means of fome Mexicans, who were in Monte-
zuma's fervice; but at the fame time continued to

obferve the ftri6i-eft vigilance and precaution, and
among other ftratagems contrived four wooden
towers to run upon wheels, each of which was ca-

pable of containing 20 or 30 men, who might
fight under cover, fet houfes on fire^ and deftroy

their barricadoes raifed in the principal ftreets.

Having finifhed thefe machines, he made a fecond

fally with the principal part of the Spaniards, to-

gether with the whole body of the TIafcalans,

who had fought with great bravery in the laft en-

gagement. He alfo took fome pieces of artillery,

the wooden towers, and a few led horfes, that

were to be ufed occalionally.

The Mexicans were now commanded by the

principal nobles, who had greatly augmented the

army, and waited for the Spaniards in profound
filence ; but the latter had no fooner begun their

march, than they were fuddenly furprifed with the

hoarfe and difagreeable found of their fea-fiieils

and drums, added to the Ihouts of an innumerable
multitude, which advanced with unufual regularity,

and amazing reiblution, giving and receiving the

firft charges, without being difordered. When
they were forced to give way, they retired lei-

furely, without turning their backs, and renewed
the fight at every canal, or barricado, with fuch

obftinacy, that they were not to be diflodged with-

out the artillery. They difcharged their arrows
and lances in a regular manner. Some fwam about
the canals fearching for opportunities to yound
the Spaniards with long pikes, while others caft

from the windows, balconies, and terraces, large

ftones and fragments of rocks provided for that

purpofe, by which the moving towers were foon

Ihattered to pieces : and, in fliort, the battle was
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fought with fuch method and alacrityj as plainly

proved that it was conducted by a general in chief.

The engagement continued the greateft part of

the day, during which a great number of the

Mexicans loft their lives, and the city was much
damaged by the burning of the houfes. The
Spaniards and their confederates were repulfed

with fuch bravery, that they were obliged to dif-

pute the ground by inches, and night drawing on
before Cortes had made much progrefs, he found

it would be impoffible to maintain the pofts he had
gained, and therefore retired to his quarters with

the lofs of 40 men, who were chiefly Tlafcalans,

and with 50 Spaniards much wounded, he himfelf

having received a fhot with an arrow in his left

hand. He now began ferioufly to refle6t, that

notwithftanding all the advantages he had gained

over the Mexicans, his numbers in a feries of fuch

victories would be greatly diminilhed, and that

in cafe of a general revolt againft Montezuma,
they might eafily ftarve him in his quarters; nor

was the emperor himfelf under lefs uneafmefs.

From the higheft turret of the palace he had
obferved the battle, and could eafily diftinguiih

the Cacique of Iztapalapa, and other nobles who
might afpire to the empire- He dreaded the lofs

of his crown, and being fenfible that he could

never reftore his fubje6ts to obedienc while the

Spaniards remained in Mexico, he fent for Cortes

the next morning, told him his fentiments, and
intreated him to leave the city, that he might
return to his own palace, refume the reins of go-

vernment, and quell the feditions of his people.

Cortes readily confented to this propofal, and
refolved to retire for the prefent, that he might

have leifure to concert a new plan, and be enabled

to execute it with a better profpeft of fuccefs : but

his conference with the emperor was interrupted.



BY HERNANDO CORTES. 329

by his being told that the enemy was advancing

with great fury to make a general attack upon
the quarters. They rulhed on with prodigious

impetuofity, and in fpite of the havoc made among
them by the artillery and fmall arms, behaved
with fuch bravery, that fome of them got over the

walls, which obliged Cortes to form a body of

referve in the principal court, whence he occafion-

ally fent detachments to fupport fuch as were hard
preffed or fatigued with a6tion.

While the affault was thus carrying on with

amazing vigour, Montezuma propofed to fhew him-
felf to the people from the wall, in order to com-
mand the populace to retire, and order the nobles

to come unarmed into his prefence, that he might
take proper meafures to redrefs their grievances.

This motion being approved by CorteSj the Em-
peror immediately adorned himfelf with the en-

ligns of royalty, the crown, the mantle, and the

jewels worn on the moft folemn occafions, and
then mounted the terrace, with the principal

Mexicans who continued in his fervice, one of

whom advancing to the rails, called with a loud

voice, that the great Montezuma had condefcended

to come forth, and redrefs their grievances. His
name was no fooner mentioned, than the outcries

of the people ceafed, and they flood filent and
motionlefs, as if awed by fomething fupernatural,

and when he appeared, the whole multitude hum-
bled themfelves to the earth. He looked round
him with a majeftic air, and diftinguilhing the

nobles in the crowd, defired them feverally by
name to approach, thanked them for the zeal and
afFe<?i:ion they had Ihewn in his fervice, and repre-

fented to the people that they were a(51:uated by a

principle of miftaken loyalty; that his refiding

among the Spaniards was not the effect of com-
pulfion ; that he was refolved to difmifs them from

VOL. I. T t
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his court, and therefore defired his fubje<5ls to lay

down their arms.

This condefcenfion made fuch an impreffion

upon the hearers, who had been ufed to obey him
with fear and trembUng, that many wept to fee

the emperor fo humbled, and the reft hung down
their heads, and ftood in filence and fufpenfe. But
thefe favourable difpofitions were foon changed.

Some of the emillaries belonging to the Cacique,

who hoped to fucceed Montezuma, upbraiding

that Prince, with being a coward, a prifoner, and
a flave, raifed a clamour among the people, and
inftantly turned their compaffion into fuch a rage,

that they curfed him, and uttered the moft op-

probrious invectives. The motions he made with

his hand and head were now difregarded ; and his

efforts to fpeak rendered ineffectual, by their re-

peated fhouts, until at length they let fly a fhower

of arrows againft him. Two foldiers being near

him, endeavoured to cover him with their buck-

lers ; but in fpite of all their care, he was wounded
in feveral places, and received a terrible blow with
a ftone upon one of his temples, which brought
him to the ground. Cortes having caufed him to

be carried to his apartment, refolved to be re-

venged on the authors of this misfortune. But
he then could find no enemy on whom he could

wreak his revenge; for the emperor no fooner fell,

than the Mexicans, llruck with horror and con-

fternation, inftantly fled,

Montezuma had fcarcely recovered his fenfes,

when he became frantic with rage; imprecated

the moft dreadful curfes upon his rebellious fub-

je6ts, and refufed to liften to the remonftrances

and confolations of Cortes, who in vain endea-

voured to comfort him. He tore the bandages and

plaifters from his wounds, and even attempted to

put an end to his life, which made it necelTary to
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reftrain him by force, and then he abfolutely re-

fiifed to take any manner of fuftenance. Th^
wound in his head was very dangerous, and the

agitation of his mind foon rendered it mortal.

Cortes joined with Father Bartholomew de Ohiie-

do in perfuading him to renounce his idolatry
;

but all their arguments were to no purpofe, and
he expired after having conjured the general to

revenge his death.

Montezuma's unhappy fate filled Cortes with
great concern. He had an aiTe<5lion for that

prince, and all his hopes had centered in his vo-

luntary fubmiffion to the king of Spain. He was
now obliged to form a new plan, and to quit all

the advantages he enjoyed by his influence at the

court of Mexico. The firft ftep he took, was ap-

pointing fix of Montezuma's principal attendants,

fome of whom were priefts, to carry out his body
to the rebels, with orders to tell the princes who
headed them, that he had fent them the eorpfe of

their late fovereign, whom they themfelves hacj

murdered, and who, before his death, had ear-

nefl:ly conjured him to revenge his wrongs, and
chaftife them for their abominable rebellion. But
as he imagined that the infurre6lion was not ap-

proved by the nobles, he once more propofed

peace, and was ready to agree to any reafonable

conditions; but ihould they negle6l his propofal,

he would treat tham as the worfl; of rebels ; and as

his refpecl for Montezuma could no longer mo-
derate his refentment, he would lay wafie their

city with fire and fword.

The bearers of the eorpfe were met at a finall

diftance from the quarters by a body of the inha-

bitants, who threw down their arms, and followed

their deceafed fovereign with the moft profound
reverence and refpeft. - The city was inftantly

filled with lamentations, and though another Em-
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peror was already eledled, they teftified their re-

pentance by the flrongeft expreffions of forrow,

repeating the name of Montezuma, and running
about the ftreets in clamorous tumults until the

next morning, when they conveyed the body to

the mountain of Chapultepeque, where it was in-

terred with great folemnity.

Thus fell the great Montezuma, the moft pow-
erful Emperor that had ever filled the Mexican
throne. He had reigned feventeen years, was the

eleventh in the number of Emperors, and the

fecond of that name. He left four fons and three

daughters: two of the former, who lived with

their father in his confinement, were afterwards

killed by the Mexicans in Cortes's retreat. The
daughters afterwards embraced the Chriflian re-

ligion, and were married to Spaniards; but the

moft diftinguifhed of his defcendant's was one of

Montezuma's fons, who at his baptifm took the

name of Don Pedro de Montezuma, and received

many favours from his moft Catholic majefty, who
gave him confiderable poiTeflions in New Spain,

with the title of Count of Montezuma, which

his pofterity ftill enjoy.
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CHAPTER XIII.

The war carried on afrefh againfl: Cortes, who efcapes the mofl

imminent dangers, and every where defeats the Indians. He
retires from Mexico, with his army, by night; but is aflaulted

in his retreat, and lofes many men ; however, he at length ob-

tains a great victory over the united forces of Mexico, by feiz-

ijig the Royal Standard.

JL HE Mexicans made no attempt upon
the Spanilh quarters while the emperor remained

ill of his wounds, which Cortes attributed to their

being filled with horror at the thoughts of the

crime they had committed ; but it was really owing
to the nobility being wholly employed in the in-

auguration of Quilavaca, Cacique of Iztapalapa,

whom they raifed to the throne.

The Mexicans, inftead of liftening to the pro-

pofal made by Montezuma's fervants, renewed
the war with greater vigour than ever ; and on the

morning that fucceeded the late Emperor's fu-

neral, all the llreets were, by break of day, filled

with armed men. They had alfb put a ftrong

garrifon in the towers of the temple, which com-
manded part of the Spanifh quarters. This im-
portant poll, which was defended by 500 chofen

men of the n obi lily, Cortes refolved at all events

to carry. He therefore drew the greateft part of
his ftrength out of the quarters, and having
formed feveral battalions fufficient to cut of all

communication between the towers and the In-

dians in the ftreets, he ordered captain Efcobar
with a conliderable detachment, to attack the
temple, which was of difficult accefs. That officer

marched to the lower porch without oppofition

;



334? CONQUEST OF MEXICO,

but fuddenly the defendants from the upper porch

difcharged fuch a Ihower of lances, arrows, large

flones, and half- burnt beams of timber provided

for that purpofe, that the airailants were thrown
into diforder, and obliged to retreat in confulion,

after their having returned three times to the

attack.

Meanwhile Cortes was at the head of a troop of

horfe, bufily employed in fupporting thofe who
nioft needed his ailiftance; but feeing Efcobar de-

feated, he inftantly quitted his horfe; caufed a

fliield to be fattened to his arm, on account of the

wound in his hand, then flying to his ailiftance,

advanced to the ftairs with fuch intrepidity as in-

duced his followers to imitate his example. In an

inftant the action was renewed with furprizing ob-

ftinacy. The brave defendants fought hand to

hand like men refolved rather to die than to fur-

render. The very priefts fell fighting valiantly,

exhorting the people to Ihew their courage in de-

fence of their gods, and they all fuffc-red them-

felves to be cut in pieces to a man, before the Spa-

niards could get pofifeffion of the poft. In the

heat of this engagement, two Mexicans who had
devoted their lives to the fervice of their country,

feeing Cortes upon a tower, threw down their

arms, ran up to him, and ftooping down like fup-

plicants, feized him, and endeavoured to throw

him over the rails : but after ftruggling with him
for fome time, he had the good fortune to difen-

gage himfelf; upon which they threw themfelves

headlong from the tower, and their brains were

daihed out againft the pavement.

Cortes then feized a confiderable quantity of

provifions which he found in the temple, and or-

dered it to be conveyed to his quarters: which

being done, he commanded the Tlafcalans tofet

fire to feveral houfes, that the artillery might com-
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mand the whole edifice. He then took a view of

the engagement below^ and perceiving the Spa-

niards clofely preffed in the principal ftreet which
they defended with great difficulty, he immediately

mounted his horfe, and hafred to their affiRance^

ordering Efcobar to follow with his men, with all

poUible expedition. In the mean time he attacked

the multitude at the head of his cavalry, killing or

wounding all who oppofed him, but ruHiing too far

before the reft of his troops, liis retreat was cut off.

Upon this he entered another ftreet, where he
hoped to meet with lefs refiftance, and there he fell

in among a body of Mexicans, who had taken An-
dres de Duero, and were conveymg him alive to

offer him as a facrifice to their gods. Cortes in-

ftantly flew upon them with fuch fury, as threw the

whole party into confufion, and Duero took this

opportunity of drawing a dagger, which they had
overlooked, when tJiey attempted to difarm him,
and inftantly freed himfelf by the death or thofe

who held him ; then recovering his horfe and lance,

the two friends broke through all oppoiition. The
Mexicans now retired with great precipitation,

and the general returned with his troops into the

quarters, after they had made a dreadful havock
among the enemy, and burnt a confiderable part

of the city.

The next day the enemy defired a parley, which
being granted by Cortes, feveral of the nobles ap-

proached the walls, and in the name of the new
emperor, propofed, that the Spaniards fliould in-

ftantly march down to the fea fide, and leave the

country, upon which condition they promifed to

put an end to all hoftilities; but obferved, that

iliould he reje6l this propofal they mult all inevi-

tably periili ; for as they were now convinced
by experience, that the Spaniards were mortal,

they were refolved to continue their attacks, and
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though the death of every chriftian fliould coll

them 20,000 lives, they would have a number left

lufficient to rejoice at their fuccefs.

To this Cortes replied, that the Spaniards did

not pretend to be immortal, though they were
fo fuperior to the Mexicans, that with his handful

of men, he would deftroy the whole empire ; but
being moved by the calamities, they, through
their own obltinacy, had fuffered, he was refolved

to depart, and that he only waited till the necef-

fary preparations could be made for his march,
and other articles agreed upon for the reciprocal

advantage of both parties. The nobles feemed
pleafed with this anfwer, though the overtures

they had made were intended to anfwer a very
different purpofe. It had been agreed by the new
emperor and his council, that inftead of expofing

themfelves to fuch terrible ilaughter, as the people

had always fuffered from the artillery and other

fire-arms, they fliould diftrefs the Spaniards by fa -

mine, and amufe them with negociations, until

they Ihould be weakened and difpirited by hun-
ger, when they might fall upon them to great ad-

vantage. They recolle6led that Montezuma's
three fons, and other perfons of diftin6tion were
prifoners in the Spanilh quarters, but willingly

facrificed them to the good of their country, ex-

cept their chief prieft, whom they refolved, if

poffible, to deliver.

The deputies therefore returned the fame even-

ing with a propofal, that fome of the Mexican
prifoners fhould be fent with inllru6lions to the

emperor, artfully hinting, that the moft proper

peribn would be a certain ancient prieil, who be-

ing an intelligent perfon, would be able to re-

move whatever difficulties might be ilarted. The
general readily affented to the propofal, and made
the prieft acquainted with his demands in relation
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to the neceflaries he Ihould want in his march, re-

folving if he Ihould return, to explain himfelf with

refpedl to their laying down their arms, and de-

livering hoftages. But they had not the leaft in-

tention to fend him back, or to come to an ami-
cable agreement, which was very evident from
the centinel's difcovering that they were making
trenches to defend the paflage of the canals, in

breaking down the bridges of the principal caufe-

way, and cutting off all communication with the

road leading to Tlafcala. Cortes was greatly

alarmed at this intelligence, and immediately or-

dered a portable bridge to be made ftrong enough
to bear the weight of the artillery, and fo light as

to be carried by forty foldiers.

Men were immediately employed in making
this bridge, and at the fame time Cortes aflembled
his captains, in order to confult whether they
ihould retreat by day or by night ; for he was re-

folved to retire to Tlafcala, and there to take

meafures for laying liege to the city of Mexico.
The majority of the officers propofed a retreat by
night, on account of the fuperftition of the Mexi-
cans, which made it unufual for them to engage
an enemy after fun-fet, and from the difficulty of

attacking them in the canoes in the dark. This
was, however, warmly oppofed by Cortes, and
others; but the queftion being put to the vote,

the majority declared for the firft propofal, to

which Cortes afTented, and it was refolved to give

the enemy as little time as poilible to form ob-

ftru6tions, by beginning their march that very

night. Th€ carpenters had no fooner finifhed

the bridge, which was to be removed from one
opening in the caufeway to another, than Cortes

fent another Mexican in order to amufe the ene-

my with farther propofals of peace, while he made
VOL. I- U u
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the proper difpofitions for his retreat. His van-
guard he ordered to confift of 200 Spanifh foldiers

with the choiceft of the Tlafcalans, and twenty

horfe. The rear- guard was to confift of a ftill

larger number of horfe and foot; and the pri-

foners, the artillery, and the baggage, with the

body of the army, were to be in the centre. This
order being fixed, he caufed the treafure to be

brought into his apartment, and taking one-fifth

for the king, in what was moft portable, he de-

livered it to the comminTary with fome wounded
horfes for the carriage ; but the remainder, which
amounted to 700,000 pieces of eight, he propofed

to leave as a dangerous incumbrance ; but find-

ing the foldiers unwilling to lofe their (hare, he

gave them leave to take what they could con-

veniently carry, in confequence of which fome
of the moft avaritious, who were among thofe

who came with Narvaez, loaded themfelves fo

heavily, that they ftaggered under their burdens.

Cortes having taken thefe previous fteps, en-

couraged the foldiers by a fliort fpeech, and about
midnight they began their march with the utmoft

filence and circumfpedion, being favoured by the

wetnefs of the weather, and the darknefs of the

night.

The bridge which was carried in the front was
laid over the firft canal before they met with the

leaft oppolition ; but the weight of the artillery and
horfejammed it fo faft, that they found it impra6ti-

cable to remove it; and indeed they had not time

to ufe much pains about it ; for before the army
had pafTed the firft breach of the caufeway, they

were fuddenly attacked on all fides ; for the enemy
having obferved their motions, had alfembled their

troops and canoes with fuch expedition and filence,

that the lake was covered on each fide of the caufe-

way.
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The attack began with great regularity^ before

they were obferved, and had the Mexicans con-

tinued to preferve the fame good order during the

engagement, Cortes and his whole army muft
have periftied. But they foon returned to their

ufual way of charging in confufion, by which
means many of the canoes were daflied to pieces

againft each other, and the Spaniards made a

dreadful llaughter. They were attacked in front

by a vaft number, who being impatient till tiiey

came to action, had thrown themfelves into the

lake, and clambered up the caufeway in order to

difpute the palFage ; but they were fo crouded,

that they had not room to ufe their weapons, and
the flaughter was, according to fome, fo great as to

fupply a fufficient number of bodies to form a paf-

fage for the Spaniards in the lake : but other au-

thors allege, that the enemy left the beam of

the fecond bridge, on which the foldiers pafTed

over in files, leading their horfes through the

water by the bridles.

Cortes on his reaching the fliore ordered his

men to be formed as faft as they arrived, and then
returning to the caufeway, entered into the en-

gagement, and animated the men by his prefence

and example. He caufed each fide of the caufe-

way to be lined with foldiers, who were to repel

the enemy, while the reft marched between them
in the centre, and to facilitate their march, he or-

dered the artillery to be thrown into the water

;

but notwithftanding ail his vigilance, part of his

rear-guard was cut to pieces, the bridge being de-

^royed by the Mexicans in the canoes, before

thefe unhappy men could pafs it, and thefe con-
fifted chiefly of thofe wJiq had fo overloaded them-
felves with treafure, that they were incapable of
exerting themfelves in their own defence.

The army having palled over the lake by break
of day, halted near Tabuca, to give time to thofe
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who had efcaped from the battle to join their

friends; a precaution which faved the lives of
feveral Spaniards and Tlafcalans, who had fwam
alhore, and concealed themfelves in fome fields of

maize until the morning. Thefe brought intelli-

gence that the laft diviiion of the rear-guard was
intirely cut off, and the troops being reviewed,

their lofs was found to amount to about 200 Spa-

niards, above 1000 Tlafcalans, and 46 horfes,

with all the Mexican prifoners, who, in the dark-

nefs and confufion of the night were treated as

enemies by their own countrymen. The Spaniards
were much deje6ted at finding how greatly their

number was diminifhed ; at the lofs of their artil-

lery, and at the apprehenfion of being every mo-
ment again aflTaulted, while they were opprefiTed

with fatigue. Their affliction was encreafed by the

lofs of fome excellent officers, among whom was
Juan Velafquez de Leon, who brought up the

rear, and was overpowered by numbers.
Had the Spaniards been now attacked, before

they had time to refrefh themfelves, and recover

their fpirits after the fatigue of the battle, they
would in all probability have been eafily de-

ftroyed; but an event which they confidered as

extremely unfortunate, prolonged their lives, by
giving them time for repofe. It has already been
obferved that all the Mexican prifoners were killed

in the engagement, and in the morning when the

enemy went to ftrip the dead, they found three of
Montezuma's fons, whom they had killed with
t heir arrows. ' At this fpectacle they were amazed
and ftup fied, the troops were feized with confter-

nation, and the news of this event foon reached
the new emperor; he ordered the bodies of thefe

unhappy princes to be conveyed to the burying-
place of their anceftors, and all the inhabitants

attending their funeral, afforded the Spaniards
this feafonable refpite.
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Mean while Cortes marched with great caution

towards Tialcala, fufpe(?l:ing that the enemy's de-

lay proceeded from fome delign, which had been
formed againft him, and indeed the Spaniards had
not proceeded far, before they obferved feveral

companies of armed men following the army at a

diftance. Thefe were fome of the inhabitants of

feveral cities whom the Mexicans had ordered to

obferve the motions of the Spaniards, and retard

their march, until they themfelves had difcharged

their laft duty to the fons of Montezuma. At
length the whole body of the Mexicans appeared,

and joining the others, attacked the army with

great impetuolity. Cortes placed his fire-arms

and crofs-bows in the front, and then ordered the

horfe to advance and charge the Indians, which
they did with great fuccefs; but their enemies con-

tinually increafmg, the Spaniards were fatigued

with killing them, and began to defpair of their

ever being able to rout fuch a prodigious multi-

tude, when Cortes, perceiving an edifice with tur-

rets on the top of an eminence near the field of
battle, refolved to gain that poft, which he effected,

though with great difiiculty. As this building was
a temple that had a fpacious court, encompalTed
by a wall and feveral towers, it was eafily de*
fended. The Spaniards here found fhelter from
the danger to which they had been expofed, and
on account of this lignal relief, afterwards ere6led

an hermitage on the fpot, which is Hill known by
the nameof Nueftra Sennorade Los Remedios, or
Our Lady of Relief

The Mexicans approached near the walls, but
having difcharged a great number of arrows, re-

tired towards Mexico; however, the Spaniards
perceived from the tops of the towers that they
halted in the plain, where they divided into feveral

})odies. Cortes, having polled his guards and
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centinels, ordered fires to be made to burn the

arrows that lay in heaps about the place. The
men were refrelhed with fome provifions they

found in the temple, and with what the Indians

had faved with their baggage, and had their

wounds drefTedj the linen horfe-cloths ferving for

lint and bandages. Thefe necefTary fteps being

performed, Cortes called a council of his officers,

and propofed, as this poll could not be maintained

for want of provifions, and as they could not hope

to make their retreat while furrounded by fuch a

multitude of the enemy, they fliould feize this op-

portunity of continuing their march during the

night, in order that they might be two or three

leagues from the Mexicans the next morning.

This propofal being unanimoufly approved, fome
hours reft w^re allotted for the refrelhment of the

people, who were dreadfully fatigued, and moft

of them wounded, and at midnight they retired

from the temple, leaving the fires burning in

order to deceive the enemy. The van -guard, which

was provided with guides, proceeded about half a

league without interruption ; but on their enter-

ing fome hilly grounds, feveral ambufcades were

dilcovered, formed by the militia of the neigh-

bouring towns; but thefe flight Ikirmifhes did not

obftru6t the march of the Spaniards, who having

advanced two leagues, entered before day-break

into another temple, upon an eminence, being

induced to take up their refidence there, from their

fancying that they faw at a diftance fome detach-

ments from the Mexican army; but the approach-

ing light no fooner difcovered their miftake, than

they continued their march two leagues farther, to

a village advantageoufly iituated, which was de-

ferted by its inhabitants, and there they ftaid two

days, until the wounded were again able to travel.

They now marched two days through a rocky and
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barren country, at a diftance from the great road,

which they purpofely avoided, being without
Ihelter in the night; perpetually perfecuted by
jfiying parties of Indians, and expofed to the ex-

tremes of hunger and thirft, which they endea-

voured toaffliage by means of the herbs and roots

they difcovered, until the death of one of the

wounded horfes afforded relief to thofe who were
thought in the greateft extremity. In the laft of

thefe marches, they reached a village, where the
inhabitants provided every thing for their,enter-

tainment with an air of franknefs and hofpitality;

which was no more than an ill-judged llratagem

defigned to lull the Spaniards into a carelefs fe-

curity.

Early the next morning the army afcended a

mountain, on the other fide of which was the

valley of Otumba, when Marina obferved that the

Indians, who ftill followed at a diftance, fliouted

and frequently exclaimed, " Proceed, tyrants,

you'll foon arrive at the place where you will all

perifh." Cortes took all poffible precaution to

prevent being furprized; but on his reaching the
top of the mountain, he found the palFage of the

troops effedtually obftrucSed by an immenfe mul-
titude of armed men, who covered the exteniive

plain of Otuml-i. Thefe were the Indians they

encountered at the firft temple, reinforced by vaft

numbers of people from Mexico, with the prin-

ciple nobles at their head, who had feparated into

feveral bodies, and marched by different roads with
fuch expedition as to get the ftart of the Spaniards
and unite in this fpacious plain, where there was
no danger of theix being embarrailed for want of
room. The front of the army, which appeared,
from the diverfity of the colours and ftandards, to

be of different nations, extended along the whole
breadth of the valley

;i
but the eye cquld not reach
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the extremity of the rear. In the centre appeared

the captain-general of the empire, borne in a fump-
tuous chariot, upon men's Ihoulders, that he might
the better judge of emergencies, and fee his orders

punctually obeyed. Near him was the royal

ftandard of Mexico, which was a net of mafly
gold, faftened to a pike, crowned with a plume of

variegated feathers, and this ftandard was never
brought into the field but upon the moft extra-

ordinary occalions. Indeed this vaft army, with
the motions of their different weapons, and their

feathers waving in the wind, formed an appear-

ance that was at once beautiful and tremendous,
Cortes, having taken a view of this dreadful

army, turned with alacrity to his foldiers, and
told them that they muft either conquer or die ,'

but was immediately interrupted by his men, who
called out, that he lliould give the word and lead

them to battle He was unwilling to balk their

ardour, and having ranged them in order, imme-
diately advanced. The foldiers gave no ftroke

either with their lances or fwords, but what was
fatal. The horfe broke and trampled under foot

thofe dead bodies that endeavoured to flank or en-

clofe the army, and the Tlafcalans rulhed into

the thickeft part of the enemy. In the firft effort

the Spaniards gained ground ; but the Mexicans
fought with great obftinacy, and no fooner was
one corps cut in pieces, than it was fucceeded by
another. The battle being continually renewed
by freih fupplies of men ; fo that the Spaniards

niuft at laft have been fpent with inceflant labour

and fatigue. Cortes, who fought on horfeback,

filccoured thofe who moft needed his aififtance,

carrying death and terror wherever he came.

While he was in this fituation, and was reflecting

that the ftrength of his men muft foon fail, he re-

colle<5led that he had heard among the Mexicans,
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that the whole fuccefs of the battle depended upon
the royal ftandard, the lofing of which decided the

fortune of the day. Upon which he inftantly re-

folved to make an extraordinary effort in order to

obtain it, and commanded Sandoval Alverado de
Olid, and Davilla, to follow and fecure his rear,

while he, with his troop of horfe, charged that

part which appeared weakeft and neareft the
centre. This troop trod down whole battalions,

and foon cut their way to the place where the

Imperial ftandard was defended by a guard com-
pofed of the nobles ; when Cortes fpurring his

horfe through the midft of them, wounded the

captain -general, and threw him from his chariot

with the firft ftroke of his lance, and Juan de Sa*

lamanca, a private gentleman, leaped from his

horfe, difpatched the general, and feizing the
ftandard, gave it into the hands of Cortes.

The Mexicans no fooner beheld the Imperial

ftandard in the power of the Spaniards, than they
ftruck all the reft of their colours, and betook
themfelves to a precipitate flight ; while the vic-

torious Spaniards made a dreadful (laughter of the

fugitives, 20,000 Indians being faid to be killed in

the battle and purfuit. On the fide of the Spa-

niards fome were wounded, of which number two
or three died at Tlafcala, and Cortes himfelf re-

ceived a violent blow on the head with a ftone,

which battered his head-piece, and made a fmall

fradlure in his Ikull. The fpoils which Cortes di-

vided among the foldiers, was very confiderable

:

for the Mexicans, depending upon their number,
which amounted to 200,000, came adorned with
the beft jewels as to a certain triumph.

VOL. I. X X
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CHAPTER XIV.

Cortes marches to the city of Tlafcak, where the Spaniards

meet with a joyful Reception. The Tlafcalans receive an Em-
bafly from the new Emperor of Mexico, to excite them to

take Arms againft the Spaniards, and Xicotencal privately ef-

poufes their Caiife; but is difcovered. Cortes defeats the Te-
peacans. Another Mexican Army attacks the Spaniards, and

is entirely routed.

A HE Spaniards now purfiied their march,
but not without fome fufpicion of being again at-

tacked, as feveral bodies of men were leen on the

tops of the mountains, but they proceeded with-

out moleftation, and the next day they entered

the confines of Tlafcala, when the whole army ex-
prefled their joy by loud acclamations, and the

Tlafcalans killed the earth. Here they relied

themfelves by a fine fpring of frefh water, when
Cortes obferved to the people the great import-

ance of preferving the friendfliip of the Tlafca-

lans, exhorting them to treat the inhabitants of

the city with kindnefs and civility, and to avoid

giving offence to the meaneft citizen. At noon
Cortes entered Gualipar, a confiderable town,
where he was received with great hofpitality, and
having quartered his troops there, he fent two
Tlafcalans to the fenate, with an account of his re-

treat and fuccefs ; but the mefTengers were fcarcely

difmilFed, when he was vilited by Magifcatzen,

Old Xicotencal, with hisfon, and others deputed

by the fenate to compliment him upon his return.

They congratulated him upon his victory, teftified

the deepelt concern for his wounds, lamented the
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]ofs of fo many Spaniards, inveighed againft the

Mexicans, and offered to affift him in his revenge
with all the forces of the republic and her allies.

They propofed his immediately proceeding to the

city, where quarters were already provided for the

Spaniards. But he chofe to remain in his prefent

lituation, imtil his people Ihould be refrelhed and
entirely recovered from their fatigues, to which the

Tlafcalans the more readily affented, as this would
give them time to prepare for his reception, and
his entering the city in a folemn triumph.
The Spaniards were liberally fupplied with ne-

ceffaries at the expence of the public, during a
ftay of three days at Gualipar, when adorning
themfelves vv^ith the plumes and jewels of the van-
quilhed Mexicans, they began their march for

Tlafcala, which they entered in July 1520. The
fenate in their richeft robes came out with a nume-
rous attendance to receive them ; the fields were
crowded with people ; the air was filled with ac-

clamations, and they were faluted at their en-

trance with the founds of flutes, drums and horns»

The feftival kept in honour of their triumph, con-

tinued fome days, during which the Tlafcalans ce-

lebrated the victory with all the diverfions prac-

tifed in that part of the world. They contended
in leaping, wreftling, running, and fliooting with

arrows at a mark, and in the evenings were ex-

hibited different kinds of rope-dancing, with a

kind of mafquerade. Cortes was deeply moved
with the affeftion they fliewed on this occafion

:

his officers behaved towards thefe faithful allies

with the utmoft cordiality, and the common fol-

diers generoufly fhared with them the jewels and
other fpoils they had obtained from the Mexicans.

But in the midft of this fefiival a damp was
given to the public joy by Cortes's illnefs. The
wound in his head broke out afrefli, he was feized
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with a dangerous fever, and his friends began to

defpair of his life. The mirth of Tlafcala was in-

ftantly changed into mourning, and both the

nobles and peoble expreffed their concern, by
conftantly enquiring after his health. But the fe-

nate employing the moft expert phyficians of the

country, he fpeedily recovered.

Cortes now immediately longed to know the

ftate of affairs at Vera Cruz, and therefore fent a
letter to the governor, by an Indian courier, who
foon returned with an anfwer, that no alteration

had yet happened in the garrifon or on the coaft,

and that Narvaez and Salvatierra were ftill in fafe

cuftody; but that a corporal and eight foldiers,

who had been fent to Tlafcala for the gold belong-

ing to the garrifon, were not returned; that it

was reported among the Indians, that they were
murdered in the province of Tepeaca, and that it

was feared the wounded foldiers belonging to Nar-
vez had met with the fame fate ; for being impa-
tient to reach Mexico, which they conlldered as

the centre of their wealth, they as fall as they re-

covered, had marched away from Zempoalla for

that city. Indeed the truth of this report was
now confirmed by the Tlafcalans, who had hither-

to concealed it from Cortes, left it Ihould retard

his recovery, and he had the mortification to find

himfelf thus deprived of a reinforcement of near

50 Spaniards, who had been deftroyed by the In-

dians of Tepeaca. Cortes therefore refolved to be

revenged on that nation, which lay between him
and Vera Cruz, and the Tlafcalans promifed to

intereft themfelves in the quarrel.

At this time ambafladors from the new emperor
of Mexico arrived, at Gualipar, whence they fent

to defire leave of the fenate to enter the city, with

propofals of peace; and this being granted, with

the confent of Cortes they made their public entry
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with great fplendour and folemnity, preceded by
the carriers who brought the prefents, which, as

iifual, confifted of gold and filverj fine cotton

cloths, plumes and other curiolities. The ambaf-
fadors richly adorned with jewels, and attended by
a numerous retinue, were received in the fenate-

houfe, where they made offers of peace and per-

petual alliance, on condition of their declaring war
againft the Spaniards, and affifting them in their

endeavours to extirpate thofe infolent ftrangers.

Their fpeech was interrupted by the murmurs of

the affembly, who were exafperated at the pro-

pofal. However, they were permitted to retire

to the lodgings affigned them, until the fenate

Ihould deliberate upon the fubje6t of the embally,

when it was unanimoufly agreed to rejedt their pro-

pofals. But the ambalTadors did not wait for a
formal difmiffion: for dreading left fome popular
infurredlion fhould be formed againft them, they
fled with great precipitation.

Notwithftanding the regard the Tlafcalans upon
this, and other occalions, ftiewed for the Spaniards,

Xicotencal ftill hated and envied Cortes, and had
hitherto difguifed thefe difpolitions under the maflx

of friendfhip. Though he did not fo much as

fpeak in the fenate, in behalf of the Mexican pro-

pofals, he took the opportunity of fowing jealoufies

among the people, by means of his friends, who
privately magnified the advantages of an alliance

with the Mexicans, and reprefented their friend-

fhip for the Spaniards, as a dangerous connexion,
that would entail llavery and oppreffion upon them
and their pofterity. The fenate was fOon informed
of thefe pra(5fices, and upon this occafion held a

confaltation, at which Xicotencal's father gave his

opinion, that his fon fliould fuffer death, as a fower
of fedition ; but out of refpe6t to the grey hairs

and character of the father, they were unwilling
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to deprive him of life ; tiiey however ordered that

he Ihould be brought before them in chains, when
they reproached him for his perfidioufnefs ; de-

prived, him of the honours he enjoyed, and caufed.

him to be thrown down the flairs of the fenate-

houfe. A few days after this degradation, Xico-

tencal implored forgivenefs of Cortes, who did

not know of his crime till after the puniihment
was infli6ted, and by his interpofition in his be-

half, he was reftored to his former rank and
honours.

Xicoteneal now endeavoured to atone for his

fault by his diligence in alTembling the troops of

the republic. Mean while the foldiers who came
with Narvaez, being difgufted at the fatigues and
dangers they had undergone, and intimidated- at

the thoughts of a new war, loudly exclaimed

againft the expedition to Tepeaca, and even de-

livered a formal proteftation to Cortes, fignifying

their refufal to undertake that enterprize, and
their defire to march immediately for Vera Cruz,

where they might be nearer at hand to folicit rein-

forcements form St. Domingo and Jamaica.

Cortes was greatly provoked at this infolent

reraonftrance ; but thought proper to dilguife his

refentment, and to reprefent to them, that as the

Tepeacans had feized the pafles of the mountains,

it was impofiible for them to reach Vera Cruz with-

out fighting them, in which he lliould be affifted by
the Tlafcalan troops, that were aifembling for that

purpofe; but he affured them that as foon as thofe

Indians fhould be fubdued, they who were unwill-

ing to follow his fortune, iliould have free leave to

depart.

Cortes, having thus reconciled his troops to the

fervice, marched with 8000 choice Tlafcalans com-
manded by officers of diftinguiflied valour, and left

the ca^e of bringing up the reft to Xicoteneal. Hav^
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ing proceeded three leagues they fpentthe night in

a village abandoned by the enemy ; and the next
morning Cortes ordei:ed fome peafants, who had
been taken by the advanced guard, to be brought
before him, gave them fome prefents, and fet them
at liberty, on their promiling to tell the Cacique of

Tepeaca, in his name, that he was come to re-

venge the death of the Spaniards, whom they had
treacherouHy murdered, yet if they would join him
and his allies againft the Mexicans, he would par-

don what was palled, and conlidcr them as friends.

With this meflage the Indians departed, and re-

turned the next day with an anfwer, in which all

terms of peace were rejedted, and the Spaniards-

threatened with being carried to the altars of their

gods. The Tepeacans now took the field in

order to ftop their march, and formed an ambuf-
cade in fome fields of maize, which might have
turned to their advantage, had not their impatience

occafioned their being difcovered by Cortes, when
at a confiderable diftance. He however marched
on as if he had not the leaft fufpici<on ; but fud-

denly wheeling about, attacked them with great

fury, and made a prodigious flaughter. The
battle foon became general ; but though the Te-
peacans fought with great bravery, they w^re
foon thrown into confufion, and being deferted by
their Mexican allies, were totally routed, with the

lofs of almoft their whole army. They there-

fore the fame night fent deputies to implore the

jjiercy of the conqueror.
The next day Cortes marched with his army,

into the city, whei:e the inhabitants threw them-
felves at his feet with marks of extreme fear. But
upon his ordering his interpreters to proclaim
king Charles, and a general pardon in the name
of that prince, their apprehenfions were CQUverted

into joy, ^nd they intreated Cortes to take their
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city into his protedtion, that they might never
more be influenced by the Mexicans to renounce
their treaty with the Spaniards. Cortes inftantly

took advantage of this requeft, fortified the city

with pallifadoes and a trench, and built a kind of

citadel to keep them in obedience, and fecure the

pafTage to Vera Cruz. But before this work was
begun, he fent all the prifoners who had been
taken in the battle to Tiafcaia, where, by his di-

redtion they were publicly fold for Haves.

Some time after Xicotencal arrived with 35,000
more troops, when Cortes, in order to keep them
employed, fent different detachments, under the

conduct of Spanilli officers, to reduce fome parts

of the province of Tepeaca, from whence they

returned victorious after they had enriched them-
felves with a confiderable booty, and a great num-
ber of captives, who were alfo fold for ilaves.

Quetiavaca, emperor of Mexico, dying about
this time, the ele6tors conferred the Imperial dig-

nity upon Quatiraozin, fon-in-law to Montezuma,
a young prince of great fagacity, who immediately

encouraged the foldiers with rewards and confider-

able privileges ; treated his nobles with affability,

and exempted his fubjefts from all tribute^ during

the continuance of the war ; made prefents to the

Caciques on his frontiers, in order to confirm him
in their fidelity, and fent an army of 30,000 men
for their fupport.

Cortes received an account of thefe tranfa6tions

from fome deputies from the Cacique of Guaca-
chula, a populous and warlike city, fituated in the

road to Mexico, who came to complain of the ty-

ranny of the Mexicans, and to implore the afl[ift-

ance of the Spaniards againft them. As Cortes

made no doubt of this Cacique's fincerity, and
thought it highly neceffary to expel the enemy
from fuch an important place, he immediately
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formed a body of 30,000 Tlafcalans, with 300
Spaniards, and 13 horfe, and the next morning
fent this army with the envoys of Guacachula,
under the command of Cliriftoval de Olid, who
was dire6^ed to repulfe the enemy, and take poffef-

fion of the town. They proceeded very cheerfully

for fix leagues, when being about that diftance

from Guacachula, they were told by the peafants,

that the emperor of Mexico was marching again ft

them with all his forces, and this report made
fuch an impreHion upon Narvaez's foldiers, that

they politively refufed to proceed, and De Olid
found it very difficult to prevail on them to break
this refolution. This difpute was fcarcely ended
when feveral bodies of armed men were feen ad-

vancing towards them from the mountains with
great expedition. Upon which De Olid inftantly

drew up his people in order of battle. However
fome horfe, which he had fent out for intelligence,

foon informed him that thefe Indians were com-
manded by the Cacique of Guazocingo, and fome
of his neighbours, whofe dominions had been ra-

vaged by the Mexicans, and who were coming to

affift the Spaniards. The Tlafcalans however fuf-

pe6led their motives, and perfuaded the Spaniards
that they were not to be trufted, as they were pro-

bably fent by the Mexicans in order to fall upon
the Spaniards during the engagement. This opi-

nion had fuch an eftedf vpon De Olid, that he im-
mediately caufed the Caciques to be feized, and
fent in irons to Cortes, who continued at Tepeaca.
This inconfiderate aftion, however, produced no
ill confequence, for as the Indians really came with
a delign to affift Cortes, they refolved to wait pa-

tiently for his determination, which they hoped
would do juftice to their fmcerity, and indeed they

were not difappointed. Cortes appeared equally

difpleafed and concerned to fee the Caciques in

VOL. I. Yy
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chains^ and inftantly ordered their fetters to be
knocked off, received them in the moft friendly

manner, and made an apology for the rafhnefs of

his captain, v/hom he promifed to reprimand, and

then fet out With them in perfon to take the com-
mand of the troops.

Cortes no fooner arrived at the camp, than

everything like mutniy difappeared; he blamed
De Olid for his inconfiderate behaviour, and join-

ing his new allies, marched diredlly to Guaca-
chula. The Mexicans, being informed of his mo-
tions, advanced between him and the city, and
began the battle with great fury, when the Ca-

ciques of Guacachula taking advantage of this op-

portunity, fell fuddenly upon the rear of the Mex-
icans, who in a little more than half an hour were
entirely defeated. The Spaniards then entered

the city where they took up their quarters, while

the Tlafcalans and the other confederates, whofe
number was continually increaling, ftaid without
the wall, and many other Caciques joining them,
Cortes's army, foon after the battle amounted to

130,000 men.
Cortes now refolved to reduce Yzucon, a town

naturally of great ftrength, fortified with walls

and ravelins, defended in front by a river, and
garrifoned with 10,000 Mexicans who had broke
down the bridge in order to difpute the paffage.

Notwithftanding thefe difcouraging circumftances,

De Olid, who commanded the vanguard, attempted
to crofs the river, and though his horfe was killed

under him, and himfelf wounded in the thigh, he
with his troops gained the oppofite bank, and
drove the enemy into the city, which they made a

lliew of defending; but the Spaniards had fcarce

received orders for the attack, when the cries of

the enemy fuddenly ceafedj the garrifon diilip-

peared, and the city was forfaken by the inhabit-



BY HERNANBO CORTES. 355

mits ; but fome of the fugitives being brought
back, were inftantly difcharged with the offer of a

pardon and good treatment, to all who fhould re-

turn to their houfes ; and this had fuch an efFe(5l,

that the town was almoft filled the fame day. The
fpoil obtained in thefe two adlions, Cortes diftri-

buted among his new allies, and then returned

with the Tlafcalans to Tepeaca, where the fort

and fettlement was now completed, to which he

gave the name of Segur^ de la Frontera.

CHAPTER XV.

Several fhips arrive upon the coaft with recruits from Velafquez,

who all join Cortes. Deputies fent to the Court of Spain to

deilre more affiftance. The Spaniards march towards Mexi-
co. Cortes's expedition againft Tezeuco, where he fets up a

new Cacique.

A. Ship arrived about this time at St. Juan
de Ulua, with thirteen Spanifh foldicrs, fome pro

-

vilions and ammunition, and two horfes, fent by
Diego de Velafquez to Narvaez ; under the com-
mand of Pedro de Barba. Pedro de Cavallero,
who commanded fome troops on the coaft, dif-

covering this velfel, put off from fliore in a boat,

and faluted the new-comers with great civility ;

Vv'hen Pedro de Barba enquiring after Narvaez, he
replied without heiitation, that he was well and
in great profperity ; for all thofe countries had
fubmitted to him, while Cortes, with a few of his

followers, had fled to the mountains. De Barba,
being deceived by this intelligence, landed with-
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out diftruft, and was conducted to Vera Cruz,
where finding himfelf outwitted, he readily em-
braced Cortes's intereft, and received the com-
mand of a company of crofs-bows. After which
Cortes gained the affe6lions of the foldiers, by
making them prefents, with which they were fo

pleafed, that they readily enlifted in his fervice.

He then read the letter intended for Narvaez, in

which Velafquez promifed to fend him powerful
fuccours, and ordered him to tranfport Cortes to

Cuba, that he might be carried as a criminal to

Spain, where the Bifhop of Burgos intended to

make a public example of him in the moll igno-

minious manner.
Eight days after a fecond fhip arrived with eight

foldiers more, and a confiderable quantity of arms
and ammunition, and the officer who commanded
this vellel, being alfo trepanned by Cavaliero, and
fent to Segura, both he and his men alfo entered

into the fervice of Cortes.

As the general was refolved to make a new at-

tempt to conquer Mexico, he formed the fcheme of

building 12 or 13 brigantines, that fhould be able

to refill the Indian canoes, in order to efcape the

danger of palling the caufeways, and thefe he pro-

pofed to carry in pieces on the fhoulders of the In-

dian carriers, over the mountains of Tlafcala, to a

river in the neighbourhood of the lake. This An-

gular proje6l he comniunicated to Martin Lopez,
who not only approved of the defign, but under-
took to execute it with the utmoft facility, and was
therefore immediately fent to Tlafcala, with all the

Spanifh carpenters, and a number of Indians to cut

wood. He at the fame time employed many hands
in extra6ting pitch from trees that grew upon the

mountains, and fent others to the volcano difco-

vered by Diego de Ordaz, from whence they

brought a large quantity of Rdph ur, which v/as
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>nade into gun-powder. Thefe previous lleps

being taken, Cortes left inftru6lions with the new-

council of Segura^ and having appointed a com-
mander of the garrifon, which confifted of about
twenty Spanilh foldiers, fet out for Tiafcala.

It has been already obferved that Francifco de
Garay, governor of Jamaica, had fent to order

Cortes not make any fettlement upon this coaft.

But notwithftanding the difappointment he met
with in having his mefiTengers feized, he now re-

fumed the enterprize, and fent three fhips, but his

foldiers had no fooner landed, than they were at-

tacked with fuch fury by the Indians, that they
were obliged to return to the Ihips in great dif-

order. His Ihips were afterwards feparated for

fome days, when each of them feverally formed the

fame delign, and without knowing the fentiments

of each other, arrived almoft at the fame inftant

on the coaft of Vera Cruz, in order to ferve under
Cortes. The firft fhip that made land had iixty

Spanifh foldiers on board, and was commanded
by captain Carnago ; the fecond brought fifty men
and feven horfes, under the command of a brave
and experienced officer, named Miguel Diaz de
Cruz ; and the third brought about forty foldiers,

ten horfes, and great plenty of arms and provi-

fions, and was commanded by captain Ramirez.
Thefe people took the road to Tiafcala, and

were received with great joy by the general and
his people: but notwithftanding this acquilition

of ftrength, the foldiers brought by Narvaez were
ftill importunate for leave to return to the ifland

of Cuba, and reminding Cortes of the promife he
had made before they fet out on the expedition to

Tepeaca ; he was now the more inclined to grant
their requeft for his having received this reinforce-

ment of men, whom he imagined would be more
obedient to his command. He therefore caufed
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proclamation to be made that all who defired to

return Ihould be furniihed with vefTels and all

other neceflaries. Upon which the greateft part

of thofe who came with Narvaez, feized this op-

portimity of returning to Cuba, among whom was
Andres de Duero, who had been Cortes 's particu-

lar friend.

Cortes having dire6ted Alverado to fee thefe

men embark, fent orders to the confederates to

get ready to march on the firft notice, and in the

mean time refolved to equip a velTel, and fend

other agents to Spain, in order to forward the ne-
gociations of Portocarrero and Montejo, and to

deiire them to fend him an account of his in-

tereft at court, about which he was very anxious.

For this purpofe he wrote a memorial to the king,

v/hich contained an account of all the incidents

that had happened, from the time of his marching
out of Zempoalla until his retreat to Tlafcala,

with an account of the wealth, power, and extent

of the Mexican empire, and the alliances he had
concluded with the Indian nations, as the moft

proper means to bring that vaft and fertile coun-
try under the dominion of Spain. He defired

fpeedy juftice againft the proceedings of Diego de

Velafquez, and Francifco de Garay, folicited fuc-

cours of men, horfes, arms and ammunition ; and
befought his majefly to fend fome ecclefiallics of

approved virtue, to affift father de Olmeda in the

converiion of the Indians. The two councils of

Vera Cruz and Segura alfo wrote to his majefty

on thefe fubje6ts.

Cortes intrufled thefe difpatches to the care of

Diego de Ordaz and Alonzo de Mendoza, who a

few days after embarked for Spain, after their

having received private inftru6lions to conceal

their commiffion till they (liould find Cortes's fa-

ther and the two agents, with whom they were to .
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iL^ in confort ; and to give the greater weight to

their joint folicitations, they carried a fecond pre-

fent for the emperor*, which coniifted of gold and
fome curiofities. He at the fame time difpatched

Alonzo Daviia, and Francifco Alvarez Chico with
letters to the regulars of St. Jerome, who prefided

in the royal audience of St. Domingo, and had
jurifdiclion over all the iHands and new difcoveries

on the main land, intreating their fpeedy affifiance

in promoting his fuccefs, and the interpoiition of
their authority in putting a ftop to the proceedings

of Velafquez and Garay: and thefe fathers foon

fent him a favourable anlvver, in which they pro-

mifed to fupport the juftice of his preten lions to

the king of Spain, and to check all the eflbrts of
his rivals.

After a profperous voyage, Ordas and Mendoza
arrived at Seville, were they found the comniiffiion-

ers of trade had exprefs orders from the biihop of
Burgos to imprifon any one fent from New Spain,

and to feize the gold and other merchandife brought
from thence. Therefore leaving the prefent for

the emperor in the hands of thofe judges, they
thought themfelves happy in efcaping with their

letters and difpatches, and went in fearch of Mar-
tin Cortes, and the two agents, who had been be-

fore fent from Mexico. Thefe perfons they found
at Medeilin, and being afterwards encouraged by
Adriano, the cardinal regent, to whom they fhew-
ed Cortes 's letters, entered a profecution againft

thebifliopof Burgos in his own court, and obtain-

ed a verdi^l in their favour. This fentence being
laid before the emperor, who at this time was juft

returned from Germany, it was approved by his

majefty^ and Hernando Cortes was declared a faith

-

* Charles I. king of Spain, had fome time before been raifed

to the Imperial throne, and wastiie fifth emperor of chat name.



360 CONQUEST OF MEXICO,

ful fLibje6t
; perpetual lilence was ordered to be

impofed on Velafquez, with refpe6t to any preten-

lions to the conqueft of New Spain, and he was
only allowed to fue for the money he had expended
in fitting out Cortes's fleet; feveral marks of the

royal favour were bellowed on Martin Cortes, on
account of his fon's merit; fome regulars were
named for the converfion of the Indians, and a

fleet was ordered to be fpeedily fitted out, with a

fupply of men, ammunition, and horfes.

Ccrtes in the mean time received another unex-
pected fupply of thirteen Spanilh foldiers, who
came in order to feek their fortunes, in a veflel

that arrived at Vera Cruz, laden with arms, gun-
powder, and proviiions. He therefore refolved to

begin his march, and as the troops of his allies

were already aflfembled, he did not choofe to wait
till the brigantines were finilhed. It was agreed
that their firft attempt fhouid be made upon Tezeu-
co, which being in the road from Tlafcala, and
almoft upon the borders of the lake, they refolved

to fortify and maintain as a fure retreat, where
they might be Iheltered from all the accidents of

war.

This refolution being taken, Cortes reviewed

the Spaniards, who amounted to 540 foldiers with
forty horfe, and nine pieces of artillery, that were
brought on Ihore from the Ihips. This review-

was made with great oftentation, in order to raife

the admiration of the Indians, an innumerable
concourfe of whom were aflembled to fee the fpec-

tacle ; and they were fo delighted with the flying

colours, and the dexterity of the foldiers in manag-
ing the horfes, handling their arms, and fainting

the general, that they filled the air with acclama-

tions of applaufe, Xicotencal, at the head of

10,000 Tlafcalans, complimented Cortes, by ap-

pearing in his gayeft accoutrements, and performed
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the Indian exercife with equal pomp and agility.

All his captains being adorned with variegated

feathers, and jewels hanging at their ears and lips,

they carried their two handed fwords under the

left arm, with the points upwards, and each was
attended by a page who bore his Ihield, on which
was reprefentedin figures his own warlike atchieve-

ments.

Cortes being fenfible of the difficulty of govern-
ing an army compofed of many different nations

without ftrift difcipline, formed feveral articles of

war to be obferved on pain of death, fuch as that

no man fhould draw his fword againft another^

either in their quarters, or upon the march. That
a Spaniard Ihould neither in word or a6lion infult

a confederate Indian. That no man iliould violate

or abufe a woman, though belonging to the ene-

my. That no foldier Hiould without leave quit the

army to go and plunder, and that they Ihould not

play away their horfes and arms. He alfo pro-

hibited blafphemy, fwearing, and other crimes, on
pain of infamy, and degradation. Thefe orders

being interpreted to the commanders of the In-

dian troops, had a furprizing efFe6t in reforming
their difcipline, and after a few examples had been
made, they behaved with the utmoft regularity and
circumfpe6lion.

The general having fettled thefe wife regulations

and every thing being ready for the march, he
caufed the Spaniards to be drawn up, and then
made a fpeech, in which he exhorted them to be-

have with complacency to the poor Indians, who
had fo warmly efpoufed their intereft, and declared
his intention to punilli offenders with all the rigour
of military difcipline ; reminded them of the ho-

nour they had already acquired ; reprefented the

harveft of glory that lay before them, and protefted

VOL. 1. Z z
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that he would upon all o'ccafions reward fuperior

merit to the utmoft of his abilit;y and judgment.
After this fpeech which was anfwered with loud

acclamations, he, on the feaft of Innocents, in the

year 1520, put himfelf at the head of the army,

which conlifted of 60,000 men, and having before

fun-fet marched iix leagues took up his quarters in

Tezmeluca, a town on the confines of Mexico^,

under the jurifdici"ion of Guacozingo who had pro-

vided plenty of provifions for the whole army.

The next day they proceeded with ail poffible pre-

caution into the enemy's country, and being in-

formed that the Mexicans were aiTembled on the

other fide of a mountain, on the road to Tezeuco,
halted all night in the open fields, making large

fires on account of the weather. Early in the

morning they began to afcend the mountain,
which was overgrown with wood : but having pro-

ceeded about a league, they found the way blocked

up with trees, and fharp flakes fixed in the fand

ill order to wound the horfes. However thefe im-

pediments were foon removed by a detachment of

2000 Tlafcalans, and fmall parties were fent to

guard again ft ambufcades. Having marched two
leagues farther they arrived at the fummit of the

mountain, from which they had a view of the great

lake of Mexico, and faw fires fucceffiveiy kindled

in the diftant towns, as fignals of their approach.

Then continuing their march till they got clear of

the woods, they defcried the enemy's army at a

great diftance. It filled a large plain, through

which ran a river coiledted from the neighbouring

hills, and over it was laid a fmall wooden bridge,

which was left as a decoy to the Spaniards, whom
tJiey intended to attack before they could form
on the other fide; but as Cortes advanced, their

courage failed them, and they gradually retired

from the pafs, until part of the Spaniards had
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crofTed the bridge, when 20 horfe, and a body of

Tlafcalans being detached to keep them in play,

they fled with great precipitation, and took {belter

among the rocks and mountains, whither Cortes

did not think fit to piirfue them.

That evening the troops took up their quarters

in a place within three leagues of Tezeuco, and
the next day continued their march, when they

obferved ten unarmed Indians hafting towards
them with a plate of gold fattened to the top of a

lance, as a fignal of peace. Thefe were ambaf-
fadors from the Cacique of Tezeuco, and came to

befeeeh Cortes to fpare his country, and to admit
him into the number of his confederates. They
let him know that he had provided goqd quarters

for the Spaniards in the city, and that his allies

would be fupplied with all necelFaries without the

walls. Being examined in private, they told Cortes

that the prefent Emperor had threatened their

prince with intolerable oppreffion, on account of

his having refufed to vote for him at his ele6lion,

which had made him refolve to fue for his protec-

tion.

This prince was probably Cacumazin, who had
been difpofTelTed by Montezuma, and reftored by
the new emperor, on account of his inveteracy

againft the Spaniards. However this be, Cortes

called a council of his officers, let them know the

propofals he had received, and that he doubted
the Cacique's fincerity. Upon which it was re-

folved to proceed with great y^recaution, and in the

mean time to embrace, with feeming pleafure, the

proffered alliance, in order to obtain a free en
trance into the town, where they might continue

upon their guard, and n6t as occaiion fliould re-

quire. Cortes therefore difpatched the ambaf-
fadors with thanks, and that nig;ht lodged in a

yillage by the town, which was deferted by its in-



364 CONQUEST OF MEXICO,

habitants, a circumftance that increafed the gene-

ral's fufpicion, efpecially as the Cacique did not

come out to congratulate him upon his arrival. In

the morning he was preparing to attack the town,

when he found the gates open, and having entered

without refiftance, he advanced in order through

the ftreets, until he arrived at a large fquare in

which he drew up the greateft part of his men,
while the reft guarded the avenues. The inhabi-

tants, who, in feveral places, appeared in crowds,

had all the figns of fear, and as there was not a

woman to be feen, the general made no doubt of

their having formed fome hoftiledefign. He there-

fore difpatched feveral officers, and fome Tla-

fcaians to take polTeffion ofthe chieftemple, which
being performed, they obferved great numbers of

the inhabitants flying, fome to the mountains,

and others in canoes to Mexico, whither the Ca-

cique himfelf had retired, attended by a few fol-

lowers; for Cortes was foon informed, that the

Cacique finding, on the return of his ambafTadors,

how ftrongly Cortes was fupported by his Indian

allies, was afraid of putting in execution a fcheme
he had formed for letting the Spaniards into the,

city, where, being in full fecurity, he thought
they might be deftroyed in one night by the Mex-
icans, whom he had promifed to admit in the dark

for that purpofe. Upon receiving this intelligence,

Cortes refolved to conciliate the afFe6tions of the

people, by forbidding his foldiers, under the fe-

vereft penalties to commit the leaft outrage againft

the inhabitants. All the Spaniards, and part of

the Tlafcalans, he quartered in the Cacique's pa-

lace, while the reft, to prevent incommoding the

people, lodged in the neighbouring ftreets, with-

out entering the houfes.

The next morning fome of the priefts came with

a petition in behalf of their gods, to return thanks
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for the moderation with which they had been
treated, and to defire permiffion for the nobles to

come and make an offer of their obedience and
friendfhip. This requeft being granted, they came
in great formality, headed by a youth of a gen-
teel mien, who told Cortes, that he came with

his friends to ferve in his army, and hoped they

ihoiild deferve his protection ; Cortes embraced
the young man, and having received his followers

with marks of refpe61;, retired with them to a pri-

vate apartment, in order to afk them fome quef-

tions by means of his interpreters : when they let

him know, that the youth was fon to the elder

brother of Cacumazin, and heir to the crown,
which that ufurper had polTeffed, after murdering
the lawful fovereign, and that he had rendered
himfelf odious by his tyranny and oppreffion.

Upon hearing thefe circumftances, Cortes refolved

to raife this young prince to the throne, and the

next day caufed him to be crowned with great fo-

lemnity, when the people exprelTed their fatisfac-

tion by the loudeft acclamations. In confequence
of this revolution the city was foon re-peopled by
the return of thofe families that had fled to the
mountains; the Mexicans were declared the ene-

mies of the city, and the Spaniards revered as its

benefa6k)rs.
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CHAPTER XVL

Cortes marches to the City of Iztapalapa, where he and his Army
narrowly efcape being drowned. The War with Mexico re-

newed. Several Brigantines built by Cortes's Order at Zem-
poalla, brought in Pieces to Tezeuco, in order to navigate the

Lakes of Mexico. He takes feveral Towns, but is repulfed

at Tacuba, and his Army expofed to great Danger ; where-

upon he returns to Tezeuco.

'ORTES, in order to flicilitate his enterprize

upon Mexico, and to employ his Indian allies, now
refolved to advance with part of his forces to the
city of Iztapalapa, lituated lix leagues nearer Mex-
ico, on the fide of the cauleway. He fet out on
this expedition with 300 Spaniards, and 10,000
Tlafcalans, leaving the military government of
Tezeuco to Gonzaio de Sandoval. They began
their march by the caufeway, defigning firft to

polFefs themfeives of that part of the city which
was built upon it, and to diflodge the inhabitants,

with the artillery and fire-arms, from the other

part that was built on the lake. But they no fooner

came within fight of Iztapalapa, than they were
oppofed by a body of 8000 Mexicans, who fought

with great bravery, and then retired into the city,

where, without fl;aying to defend the entrance, or

ihut up the gates, they threw themfeives into the

lake, and fuddenly difappeared.

Cortes, finding that the gates were left open,

entered the city, the higiier part of which was en-

tirely abandoned, and promifed to take up his

quarters there for the night; but it no fooner

began to grow dark, than the Spaniards perceived

th-e canals overflow, and the water of the lake
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rufliing with great impetuofity from a number of

Unices, which obliged them to quit the place in the

greateft hurry to prevent the whole army being

drowned.
Cortes, was extremely mortified at the fuccefs of

this ftratagem, and fpent the night on a little ri-

fmg ground, where the troops fufFered by the

wetnefs of their clothes and the coldnefs of the

weather, and at day break retreated towards Tezeu-
co, making his men march asfaft as poffible to keep
them warm ; but they had not advanced far, when
feeing themfelves purfued by a vaft multitude of

the enemy, they were obliged to face about in or-

der to fuftain the attack, which was very violent:

the Mexicans however being foon repulfed with

confiderable lofs, the army refumed their march ;

but notwithilanding this the enemy rallied, and
twice returned to the charge, by which they loll

above 6000 men.
While Cortes continued at Tezeuco, many of

the neighbouring Caciques came to enter into an
alliance with him againft the emperor of Mexico,
and among others, deputies arrived in great hafte

from the provinces of Chalco and Otumba, to

folicit affiftance againft an army of Mexicans that

appeared upon their frontiers, in order to punilli

them for having entered into an alliance Vv^ith the

Spaniards. Cortes refolving to grant them im-
mediate affiftance, detatched Gonzalo de Sandoval
and Francifco de Lugo with 200 Spaniards, 15;

horfe ,and a body of Tlafcalans. Thefe were at-

tacked in their march by a body of Mexicans, who
lay in ambufcade; but though they were eaiiJy

routed, they afterwards aflembled a formidable
army in the road ; however Sandoval and Lugo
being apprized of their defign, advanced in great

order, and though the Mexicans ruflied upon them
with great impetuofity, they met with ih w^arm a
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reception from the fire-arms and crofs-bows, as

put them to a ftand, when the horfe advancing,

were followed by the infantry and Tlafcalans, who
foon threw them into confufion, and being at the
fame time attacked in the rear by the troops of
Otumba and Chalco, they were entirely defeated

with a terrible flaughter ; and eight of the moft
confiderable perfons in the army were taken pri-

foners. After which the Spaniards pafled the

night in the city of Chalco, where they were
entertained with great hofpitality ; and as the
Chalquefe had long been at enmity with the Tlafca-

lansj the Spanifli captains feized this opportunity
of propofing a peace between the two nations^

and it was afterwards confirmed by the fenate of

Tlafcala.

Sandoval and Lugo having thus happily termi-

nated this expedition, returned to Tezeuco, when
Cortes ordered the eight Mexican prifoners to be
brought before him, and received them in the
midft of his captains with a look of great feverity,

while they had all the marks of terror and con-

fulion, expecting the punifliment they thought
inevitable ; but he let them know, that though it

was in his power to make them fufFer for the bar-

barous cruelties they had exercifed on his people,

he would convince them that Spaniards were as

much their fuperiors in generofity, as in valour,

and that he would grant them both life and
liberty, if they would promife him to inform their

prince, that he was coming to demand fatisfa6lion

for their perfidioufly attacking him in his march
from Mexico, in direft oppofition to the treaty

which they themfelves had propofed and confirmed.

But principally to revenge Montezuma's death,

and that his army being now augmented, he would
in a (hort time feek the emperor in the midft of his

court, and lay the city of Mexico in afiies, unlefs
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he would fue for peace, which Ihould be granted

on reafonable terms. He then ordered the prifoners

to be unchained, and to have a boat to carry them
to Mexico by water, at which they threw them-
felves at his feet, and promifed not only to make
the emperor acquainted with what he faJd ; but to

ufe their utmoft endeavours to procure an accom-
modation.

Martin Lopez about this time fent word to the

general that the brigantines were finifhed, and
that he would fpeedily fet forward with them, the

republic of Tlafcala having provided 1 0,000 car-

riers, and 2000 to relieve thofe who Ihould be tired,

befides thofe appointed to carry the proviiion and
ammunition ; but he thought it advifeable to ftay

in the laft town of the Tlafcalans for a convoy of

Spaniards, fmce it would not be prudent to pafs

through the Mexican territories without any other

force than that of the Indian allies.

This news filled the army with joy ; and Cortes

immediately gave orders to Sandoval to march
with 200 Spaniards, fifteen horfe, and alfo fome
companies of Tlafcalans, towards the territories of

the republic, in order to condu^ Lopez with his

materials to Tezeuco. This officer accordingly

fet out, but halted at Zalepeque, a fmall town that

refufed to fubmit, and was the very place where
the Spaniards were murdered in their way from
Vera Cruz to Mexico, for which reafon he had or-

ders to chaftife and reduce the inhabitants ; but

they no fooner perceived the detachment than

they fled to the mountains ; when Sandoval enter-

ing the town, found written with charcoal upon
a wall, *' In this houfe the unhappy Juan Juftina

was taken, with many others of his companions ;"

and afterwards they found, in one of the temples,

the heads of the Spaniards dried to preferve them
from putrefaction.

VOL. I. 3 A
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This dreadful fight filled the Spaniards with
rage, and Sandoval refolyed to punifh the inha-

bitants with the utmoit rigour. At this inftant

feveral companies that had been detached in pur-

fuit of the fugitives, returned with a great num-
ber of men, women, and children, atter having

killed upon the mountains all who retufed to fur-

render. Thefe poor creatures half dead with

fear, implored the mercy of the Spaniards by
their tears and outcries, and foon moved them to

companion. Sandoval privately delired the offi-

cers to intercede in their behalf, that they might
fet the greater value upon their pardon, which he
at length granted, and received the fubmiffion of

the Cacique and principal citizens, who after-

wards ftri6lly adhered to the Spaniards.

The remains of the murdered Spaniards being

decently buried, Sandoval continued his march to

the frontiers of Tlafcala, where Martin Lopez re-

ceived him with joy. He had with him a young
officer called Chichemecal, who commanded the

Tlafcalan reinforcement, and had been with diffi-

culty perfuaded to wait for the Spanifli detach-

ment, he being extremely defirous of diftinguilh-

ing himfelf againft the Mexicans. The men hav-

ing been allowed fufficient time for reft and re-

frefhment, Sandoval prepared for marching back

to Tezeuco, when Chichemecal took fuch um-
brage at his being ftationed in the rear, that he

Gould fcarcely be prevailed upon to proceed, until

Sandoval propofed to march along with him. The
vanguard confified of part of the Spaniards and
Tlafcalans who came from Tezeuco. The carriers

marched rank and file with their burdens, and
being properly fecured on their flanks, formed

the main body, while the rear was brought up by
the new reinforcement. In this order they marched

through the Mexican territories, without being
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fnolefted by the enemy, though different bodies

of Mexicans frequently appeared on the diftant

hills. On approaching Tezeuco, they were met by
Cortes and the Cacique of that city, and made
their entrance into, it amidft the acclamations of

the whole army, after which all the materials

were feparateiy ftored in a large work-houfe pre-

pared for that purpofe near the canals.

Cortes, being informed that the veflels could
not be iinilhed in lefs than twenty days, refolved

to engage in fome enterprize, and therefore leav-

ing the government of Tezeuco to Sandoval, put
himfelf at the head of a detachment of 250 Spa-^

nifh Iiifantry, 20 horfe, and a numerous body of
the nobles of Tezeuco; 15,000 Tiafcalans, under
the command of Chichemecal, and about 5000
commanded by Xicotencal ; and began his march
towards Yaltocan, a town five league^ from Tezeu-
co, lituated upon one of the fmall lakes that dif-

charged themfelves into the great lake of Mexico,
refolving to chaftlfe the inhabitants for returning

an infolent anfwer, and wounding the mellengers

he had fent to require their obedience. He tbund
the Mexicans drawn up in order of battle at a fmall

diftance from the town ; but after the firft difcharge

of the fire-arms and crofs^bows, the horfe rulhed

in amongft them, put them into diforder, and they
were foon entirely defeated, with a great daugh-
ter, thofe who furvived flying to the mountains.

After this victory, Cortes deferred making an
affault upon the town till the next day. But the

enterprife was found much more difficult than was
imagined, for it was lituated in the lake, and the

bridge or caufeway being broke down, it was en-
tirely furrounded with water, whence it would
have been impoffible to have carried the place, had
not Cortes been informed by one of the Indians of
Tezeuco, that a little higher the lake was fordable,
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He immediately ordered two companies of Spa-

niards, fupported by a large number of the allies,

to pafs over, which they performed in fpite of the

enemy, who boldly defended thepalTage with their

flings and arrows, and obliged every man to fight

while he was up to the middle in water; but the

Mexicans were no fooner driven from the Ihore,

and obferved the Spaniards drawing up in a plain

near the town, than retiring with precipitation to

their canoes, they left the place unguarded, upon
which the Spaniards entered without oppofition.

The foldiers were allowed to plunder the town, in

order to punifti the inhabitants ; but they left very

little behind them ; however, fome loads of corn
and fait were tranfported to the army, with con-

fiderable quantities of cotton cloths, and fome
jewels, which had not been concealed; fire was
then fet to the principal temples, in order to ftrike

terror into the fugitives ; after which the army
repaired the ford.

Cortes then continued his march, and found
feveral towns, iituated upon the lake, that had been
abandoned by the inhabitants, in each of which
he lodged one night, in order to make obfervations,

and afterwards retired without fuifering any da-

mage to be done to the buildings, to Ihew the

Indians that he never ufed rigour, but when he
met with refiftance.

He now advanced towards Tacuba, a place of

great importance, on account of its being nearer
to Mexico than any other town upon the lake ;

but he only defigned to take a view of it, in order

to form fome fcheme for attacking it at a more
convenient opportunity. Upon his approaching
the town, he obferved a vaft multitude of the

enemy, and in an inftant they poured upon him
with their ufual impetuofity ; but after feveral in-

cfFe6tual efforts they fled, and were purfued with
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great {laughter. The Spaniards pafTed the night

in the field of battle, and the next morning were
again aflaulted by the enemy, who on their being

once more routed, fled into Tacuba, and being

clofely purfued, fome of the Spaniards and allies

entered with them ; and maintained the fight with-

in the city, till night approaching, Cortes ordered

them to be called back, and to fet tire to the houfes,

in order to employ the Mexicans, and give the

Spaniards time to make their retreat.

Cortes ftaid five days in this place, during which
he was frequently attacked by the Indians, who
were always driven back to the city with great lofs,

whence he began to entertain hopes of carrying

the town after the garrifon Ihould be w^afted by
thefe diurnal fallies. At length he obferved a con-
iiderable body of Mexicans advancing on the

caufeway, and having permitted a part of them to

pafs and draw up on the main land, he charged
them with great fury, when, after a faint refiftance,

they fled towards the caufeway, and he following,

fell into the fnare they had laid for him ; for his

troops were no fooner crowded on this narrow
pavement, than the Mexicans faced about, while

innumerable canoes failed out of Mexico, and in-

vefted both fides of the caufeway, by which means
the Spaniards Vv'ere at the fame time attacked in

front, flank, and rear. What rendered their fitua-

tion ftill more dangerous, many of the Mexicans
were armed with long fpears, pointed with the
fwords they had taken from the unfortunate foldiers

who had been killed in their retreat from that city.

In this emergency Cortes formed a front every way,
made great havock among the enemy, and at length

brought off his troops, many of whom were wound-
ed, and a pair of colours in great danger of being
taken.
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Cortes being fenfible of the difficulty of reducing
Tacuba, returned to Tezeuco, where he had the
fatisfaftion of learning that a vefTel was arrived at

Vera Cruz, laden with a great quantity of arms
and amunition, with a perfon on board named
Julian de Alderete, who came in the character of
the king s treafurer, and fome Spanifli foldiers of
diftindlion who inftantly marched to TIafcala, where
they obtained an efcort which conduced them to

Tezeuco.

CHJPER XVIII.

Sandoval obtains three vi£tories over a Mexican army. Cortes

marches to Suchimilco ; makes an iinfuccefsful attempt to fcale

a mountain defended by the Mexicans; defeats a Mexican

army ; obtains a fecond vi6tory before Suchimilco, and takes

that city, where he narrowly efcapes being carried prifoner to

Mexico.

About this time the Caciques of Chalco

and Thumanalco fending meilengers to Cortes to

defire his ailiftance againft a powerful army of

Mexicans, he ordered Sandoval to march with a

body of tbrces to their relief. The Mexicans had

fortified themfelves in fome hollow ways, where

they were fecured from being attacked by the

horfe, whence Sandoval, with great difficulty, dif-

lodged them. They however rallied upon the

plain, where they again foon gave way, and dif-

perfed ; but the Spaniards purfuing them, made
fuch a terrible Daughter, that the greateft part of

them were cut to pieces.

Immediately after, Sandoval, being informed

that a body of 14, or 15,000 Mexicans were ad-
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vancing towards him, the troops were called in
from the purluit, and being again ranged in or-

der of battle, marched to meet them ; but thefe

frefh forces, being foon routed, fled in great con-
fufion to the town of Guaftapeque ; the Spaniards
entered the place at the fame time, and dividing

into feveral ftreets, drove out the enemy with a
terrible {laughter. Sandoval allowed the foldiers

to plunder the place, but foon after the Cacique
and principal inhabitants making their fubmiffion,

Sandoval took them into his protection.

The next day, Sandoval being informed that

the Mexicans, who had efcaped from the two laft

engagements had rendezvoufed at Capiftlan, he
marched immediately to that town, which was iitu-

ated on the top of a high rock, whence the Mexi-
cans trufting to their fituation, exafperated the Spa-
niards by their reproaches. Sandoval ordered the
troops of Chalco and Tlafcala to advance, on ac-

count of their being accuftomed to thofe rugged
paJIes ; but they did not obey him with their ufual
alacrity, until he obferving their backwardnefs^

began to mount the rocks at the head of the Spa-
niards, when his example animated them to fuch
a degree, that they clambered up with furpriling

intrepidity. The Mexicans feeing this retired

with marks of defpondence into the town, but
were afterwards driven out to the very edge of the
precipice, and all who did not throw themfelves
down were put to the fword.

Sandoval in thefe three engagements dellroyed

the Mexican army to a man. However the em-
peror ordered a new army to march, over whom
the Chalquefe, after a defperate a6lion, obtained a
complete vi6lory.

Cortes now refolved to penetrate in perfon as far

as Suchimilco, a town upon the lake, with a broad
eaufeway, which joined thofe that led to Mexico,
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and this was a feafonable relief to the Chalquefe,

who had difcovered a new army of Mexicans on
that fide. The confederate Caciques were already

afTembled in the city of Chalco, when Cortes un-
expectedly arrived, and filled the city with joy

and gratitude. That general being then told by
the Indian fcouts, that the Mexicans had taken
pofTeflion of fome almoft inacceffible mountains on
the road to Suchimilco, marched diredlly to a town
which he found deferted by its inhabitants, and in

which he fpent the night. The next morning he

entered the mountainous country by a narrow and
difficult path ; while the Mexicans Ihowed theni-

felves from the tops of the eminences on each fide.

The army marched until they arrived at an open-
ing. There Cortes ordered the men to attack a

confiderable fortrefs, where the enemy appeared
in great numbers; and without waiting to choofe

the leaft difficult path, ordered Pedro de Barba,

and Bernal Diaz de Caftillo to begin the attack.

The Mexicans at firft retired infeeming confufion

;

but when the Spaniards had mounted to the moft
dangerous part of the precipice, they fuddenly re-

turned with hideous outcries, and rolled down
large ftones, which bore down every thing in their

way. Cortes then feeing the impoffibility of fuc-

ceeding gave orders for their retreat, upon which
they retired with the lofs of four Spaniards killed,

and a number of them wounded.
Cortes now ordered the army to march, and in

order to allure the Mexicans laid open his flanks,

and then fuddenly turned fliort upon them, but
was unable to do them much damage on account
of the fwiftnefs of their flight, and the thicknefs

of the woods. Thofe above at the fame time aban-
doned their fortification, and followed at a dif-

tance. Cortes having proceeded a league and a

half farther, perceived another fortrefs garrifoned
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by the enemy ; but not choofing to attack it^ he
encamped near a forfaken village. The general

the next morning taking a view of the enemy's
])oft, perceived an eminence within mufket iliot;,

which the Mexicans had neglected to occupy ; but

which was immediately feized by Alderete and
Verdugo Barba, with the mufketeers, who n;ade
fuch a fuccefstul fire, that the Mexicans, filled with
terror, fled to the diftant parts of the country.

Cortes now marched to Guafl:apeque: but before-

he reached it, the Cacique with the principal in-

habitants invited him and the refi; of the Spaniards
to lodge there, to which he readily confented.

They had however but little time to enjoy the
plealures of this place, for the general being in-

formed that the enemy hid halted at Ouatlavaca, to

difpute his pafTage over a hollow way filled with
water, ordered the army to march thither. The
paflage feemed impra61:icable ; but Cortes charged
the enemy with the fire-arnis and arrows, and or-

dered two or three bridges to be niade of long
trees, which being laid acrofs the chafm, alForded

a palfage for the infantry, which the Mexicans fee-

ing, attacked thofe who had palTed over with fuch

fury, that they could hardly ftand their ground,
and were in the moft imminent danger, when.
Cortes, Alverado, Olid and Tapia, came to their

aflillance with the horfe, who, together v;ith fonie

Tlafcalans, charged the enemy with fuch impetu-
ofity, that they were immediately difordered,

routed, and purfvied to th^ R\ountains with great

flaughter.

Early the next morning Cortes marched towards
Suchimilco; the firft day they went through a

defile three leagues long, aud at night took up
their quarters in fome houfes near the road. At
day break they proceeded Qn their march, and
perceived the Mexicaiiis draw up in a plain^^ with

VOL I. B 3
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a large and rapid river in the front. Cortes ex-

tended the troops of his allies along the bank of

the river, and while both fides made fome dif-

charges at each other with little eife6t, commanded
the Spaniards to take the bridge that was between

them; but they met with fuch an obftinate relif-

tance, that they were twice repulfcd. However,
returning the third time^ they gained the pafs,

which fo difcouraged the Mexicans, that they

began to fly in great diforder.

The Spaniards inftantly formed upon the ground
the Mexicans had quitted, and being joined by fe-

veral bodies of the allies who had fwam over the

river, advanced towards the Mexicans, who had

halted near the city, and fell upon them with fuch

refolution as they were entering the gates, that

they made a very great flaughter. Cortes, then

leaving part of his troops to fecure a retreat, en-

tered with the fugitives, and ordering fome com-
panies to force the barricadoes in the ftreet on the

right and left, advanced to the principal avenues,

where the enemy had their greateft force. This
he with fome difficulty furmounted, and ruflied

forwards into a multitude of the enemy, but in-

itantly finding himfelf furrounded, and his retreat

cut off, he fupported himfelf for fome time, until

his herfe falling, he was in extreme danger, and
nothing faved him but the great defire of the Mex-
icans to feize him alive for a prefent to the em-
peror; but before they could carry him off, Chrif-

toval de Olea, a common foldier of diHinguiflied

hravery, feeing his diftrefs, and calling to fome
TIafcalans who were fighting near him, put him-
felf at their head, and forced his way to the place

with fuch refolution, that he killed the Mexicans
who had feized Cortes, and he having thus re-

covered his liberty with only two flight wounds,
puftied the enemy fo vigorouflyj that they fled to
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that part of the city which was built in the water

and left the Spaniards mafters of all the ftreets

upon the firm land.

The troops without the gates were in the mean
while warmly attacked by a body of 10,000 Mex-
icans, who fought for fome time with great obfti-

nacy, but were at length glad to return with con-

fiderable lofs.

This fuccefs made Cortes mafter of all the ftreets

and buildings on the firm land, and having placed

fufficient guards by the water-fide, he ordered an
officer and 20 or 30 foldiers to keep watch on the

top of the principal temple. Near the clofe of the

evening they difcovered about 2000 firmed canoes

advancing with great fpeed from Mexico, upon
Vv'hich the guards at the landing places were im-

mediately doubled, and in the morning about

15,000 of the enemy landed at a conliderable dif-

tance from the city. Cortes immediately marched
out and charged them with fuch impetoulity, that

they were routed at the firft attack, and the whole
aftion appeared rather a chafe than a victory.

Cortes having continued four days atSuchimil-

co, retired in good order, with the fatisfadtion of

having accomplilhed the end of his expedition, by
taking a view of that city and weakening the force

of the enemy : he was however inwardly dilTatisfied

at his having loft nine or ten Spaniards in this ex-

pedition. For befides thofe who were killed in

attempting to fcale the mountains, three or four

were taken alive, while they were pillaging one of

the houfes at Suchimilco, and two of his fervants

fell into an ambufcade by imprudently feparating

from the armv-
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CHJP TE R XVIII.

The brigantines got ready for failing on the lake, ' A plot to

affaliinate the general and his principal officers difcovered.

Xicotencal leaves Cortes to return home, but is purfued and

killed. The brigantines kimched nponthe lake, and attacked

by 4000 canoes, tooft of which are deftroyed. An attack

made upon "the three caufeways at once, in which the Spa-

niards are feafonably relieved by the brigantines; thefe clear

the lake of the Mexicans, who afterwards invent feveral llrata-

gems to deftroy the Spaniards.

u)OON after Cortes's return to Te2euco, a

foldier who had been long in the fervice came to

him with marks of fear and concern, and delired

a private audience, which being granted, he gave
him all the particulars of a confpiracy that had
been formed in his abfence. The chief contriver

of this treacherous defign was a private foldier,

named Antonio de Villafana, who difliked the en-

terprize againft Mexico, blamed the general for

•his purfuit of that conquefl-, accufing him of ob-

ftinacy and ralhnefs. Finding that his fellow fol-

diers liftened to his inlinuations, he exprefled a

defire of relinquilhing the enterprize, and return-

mg to Cuba ; but as it was impoffible to do this

without Cortes's confent, he, after having fuffi-

ciently founded his confederates, propofed to them
a fcheme for aiTaffinating the general and nil hi«

principal officers, except Francifco Verdugo, who
had married the lifter of Diego Velafquez, and
on him they propofed to confer the chiefcommand,
which would give a fan6lion to the mutiny, and
be highly agreeable lo the governor of Cuba;
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but as they knew Verdiigo to be a nian o? honoiii,

they diirit not iicquaint him with their defign.

In Ihort, the atlair was managed with fuch dex-

terity, that the numbers of the confpirators daily

increafed, and it was at length agreed, to feign a

packet from Vera Cruz with letters from Spain

^

and to give it the general while at table ; that

they ihould all go in together, under pretence or

hearing the news, and while Cortes v/as reading

the firlt letter, they were to make nib ol-' that op-

portunity to murder him and all his friends with

their daggers.

The general having received this intelligence,

went immediately, with two Alcades and feme cf

his captains, to Villafana's quarters, where he

found him with three or four of his accomplices,

and having put hijn in irons, and ordered every

body to retire, while he examined liim in private,

he took out of the wretch's bofom, a paper iigiicd

by all the confpirator:'., in which he found Ibme
names that greatly increafed his concern ; but

concealing the paper from his friends, he ordered

the foldiers who were found with Viilafana to be

put into another prifon, and then withdrew, dl-

reding the officers of juftice to proceed in his

trial with all poffible difpatch, without taking any
notice of his accomplices ; and Viilafana being

condemned to die, he was the next morning iteu.

hanging at the window of his own lodging, io

that his guilt and puniil^.ment wxre made public

at the fame time. But this being no time to fa-

tisfy juftice with the lives of fo many perfons, the

general pretended that Viilafana had fwallowed a.

paper which he believed contained the names of

the confpirators, and then alTembling his captains

and foldiers, gave them a fummary account of the

defign againft his life, and the lives of many pre-

"fenti faid that h^ tbonght himfelf happy in not
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knowing Villafana's accomplices, and intreatcd his

iViends to enquire wiiether the Spaniards had any
complaint to make againft his proceedings, be-

caiife he was above all things defirous of giving

fatisfaftion to his foldiers, and was ready to cor-

rccl his own faults. At the fame time he ordered

the Ibldiers who had been taken with V'illafana,

to be fet at liberty, and behaved to the reft of the

confpirators as ul'ual, fo that thinking him igno-

rant of their crime, they afterwards fefved him
with extraordinary circumfpe6lion, to avert any
fufpicion of their fidelity. He however feized

this opportunity of having 12 men, commanded
by an officer, to guard his perfon.

Cortes was a few days after perplexed with an-

other affair, that gave him no fmali di fturban ce.

Xicotencal, having conceived fome difguft at the

general, refolved to le;ive the army, and having
aiTembled fome companies of Tlafcalans who were
attached to his intereft, retired in the night, of

which Cortes being informed, fent after him fome
noble Indians of 1 ezeuco to perfuade hira to re-

turn ; but Xicotencal's anfwer fo provoked the

general, that he difpatched three companies of

Spaniards, with an additional force of Indians,

with orders to make him prifoner, or to kill him
in cafe of refinance. As he defended himfelf to

the laft, it was impra6ficable to take him alive,

and he nofooner fell, than his foldiers who fought
with relu6tance, readily fubmitted, and returned
to Tezeuco, leaving their general hanging on a

tree.

The brigan tines being now ready, Cortes or-

dered them to be launched and rigged, and then

reviewed the Spaniards, who amounted to 900 men,
near 100 of whom ufed fire-arms and crofs-bows,

the reft were armed with fwords, bucklers, and
lances. He had alfo 85 horfe, and 18 pieces of
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cannon, with a large quantity of ammunition. He
then ordered, on board each vellei, 20 Spaniards,

under the command of a captain^ with twelve

rowers and one piece of artillery.

Cortes refolving to take poliefTion at the fame
time of the three principal caufevvays: the expedi-

tion of Tacuba was intrufted to Aivcrado, who had

150 Spanifti foot, 30 horfe, 30,000 Tiafcalans, and
two pieces of cannon. The attack of the caufeway
called Iztapalapa was committed to Sandoval, who
commanded 150 Spaniards, 24 horfe, two pieces of

artillery, and ail the troops of Chalco, Choiula, and
Guacocingo, amounting to above 40,000 men, and
the attempt upon Cuyocan another of them was
affigned to De Olid, with 160 Spaniards, two pieces

of cannon, and 30,000 confederate Indians.

Alverado and Olid marched together as far as

Tacuba, which was abandoned by the inhabitans,

as were all the towns upon the lake, who were
gone to defend Mexico. The two Spanifli captains

had notice that the Mexicans had formed a con-
iiderable body within half a league of the city to

cover the aqueducts that fupplied it with frelh

water. Upon this intelligence they marched
thither, and after a very obftinate battle, drove the

enemy from their poft; broke the aquedu6fs, and
by this means effectually cut off their water.

Olid then marched to Cuyocan the other caufe-

way;and Cortes having allowed Sandoval time to

reach Iztapalapa, embarked with the Cacique of

Tezeuco and his brother, and took upon himfelf

the command of the lake, after having left a

fufficient number of troops to cover his place of

arms, and fecure a communication with his quar-

ters. His thirteen brigantines being drawn up in

a line, and adorned with flags and ftreamers, he
approached Mexico, and then failing back, obferv-

ed a pretty large callle, fituated upon a fmall illand
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which the enemy thought impregnable. Cortes

landed here with 150 Spaniards, and drove the

enemy, who made a bi'ave defence, into the caftle,

where they w^erc fo crowded, that having norooni
to manage -their arms, they were objiged to fur-

render. The Spaniards then returned to their

brigantines, in order to ftcer towards Iztapalapa,

to affift Sandoval, when they obferved a iiect of

4000 canoes ailembling on the lake. Cortes drew
up his veflels in the form of an half moon, and
advanced towards the canoes, when a breeze of

wind fuddenly fpi'inging up, they began the at-

tack at a diftance vvith the- artillery, and then
making i;fe of their fails, ran in among the canoes
with fuch force as overiet all that ftood in their

w-ay, while their {ire-nrms and crofs-bows made a
terrible fiaughter. The nobles of Mexico, who
had manned the 500 canoes in the front, made
fomie oppoiition ; but mod of thefe being deftroyed,

the reit were throv.ai into fuch confufion, that they
ran foul of each other, fo that the greateft part

of them overfet, when the brigantines purfuing

the miferableremainsof this fleet with their cannon
fnot, forced them to take fl-jelter in the canals of

the city of i^/Fexico.

Cortes paiTed the night near Tezeuco, and in

the m.orning was preparing to fail to Iztapalapa,

when he difcovered a great number of canoes

jnaking towards Cuyocan, and following them
found De Olid ei] gaged on tlie cau-feway with

the enemy who defended it, and at the fame time

with the canoes on each fide, againil each of whom
being obliged to make a front, he was harjdly able

to keep the ground he had gained. The Mexicans
bad drawn up the bridges on the caufeways to-

wards the city, and mounting on them in ranks,

charged from the top. The Spaniards were ob-

liged to clear tliei'- places of defence with their
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crofs-bowSi while fafcines were brought to fill the

ditch ; but a piece of artillery being brought up,

it foon cleared the paflages. De Olid had juft made
himfelf mailer of the firft ditch when the canoes

arrived ; but at the fight of the brigantines all the

Mexicans fled with precipitation : and the canoes

on the other fide, as foon as three brigantines had
got through a wide pallage> retired in diforder to-

wards the city.

The troops pafled the night upon the Caufeway>

and in the morning proceeded on their march with
little or no oppofition, until they approached the

laft bridge, which they found fortified with ftrong

works, and the trenches that were cut in the ftreets

were defended by a vaft multitude of people. The
artillery from the brigantines made a dreadful

flaughter of them, while De Olid having ruined

the fortification of the caufeway^ and filled up the

ditch, charged the Mexicans who had defended

them; and Cortes landing with 30 Spaniards,

gavefuch life to the attack, that the enemy quickly

turned their backs, and the chief ftreet of Mexico
was gained. The fugitives however took poffellion

of a temple near the entrance of the city, and
from this poll they defied the Spaniards; but

Cortes ordering three or four pieces of cannon to

be landed, they were foon made fenfible of their

danger, and all that part of the city was forfaken

;

the next day Cortes retired along the caufeway to

Cuyocan, guarded on each fide by his brigantines,

fo that the enemy durft not difturb his march,

Cortes then proceeded to Iztapalapa, where he

found Sandoval reduced to the laft extremity. He
had taken pofTeffion of the buildings on the land,

and had made great havoc among thofe who ap-

proached in their canoes ; he had demolilhed fome
houfes, and overthrown two or three reinforce-

ments from Mexico, fent to attack him by land

;
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and that day the Indians having abandoned a large

building, he refolved to feize it, in order to en-

large his quarters. This fcheme he efFe6ted by
forming a pa/Tage with fafcines, but he had no
fooner entered the houfe with fome of hisa people,

than a great number of canoes which had lain in

ambulh, advanced with a multitude of Mexicans,
who threw themfelves into the water and dragging
away the fafcines cut off his retreat, by which
means he was belieged on all fides, while the

enemy difcharged their arrows at him and his men,
from all the terraces and windows of the neigh-

bouring houfes. He was in this diftrefs when
Cortes arrived, and obferving the vaft number of
canoes in the water ftreets, advanced with ail pof-

fiblefpeed, and played his artillery with fuch fuc-

cefs, that the enemy fled in great confufion. The
lofs of the Mexicans on this occafion was very
great.

Cortes now refolved to quit the poll he was in,

and to difpatch Sandoval to Tapeaquilla, where
there was another caufeway, the poITeffion where-
of would effectually cut off the enemy's provifions,

of which they already began to be in want. San-
doval advancing, and finding the place forfaken,

lodged himfelf in it without refiftg^ice. The ge-
neral then failed to Tacuba to vifit Alverado,
who had met with various fuccefs ; for though the
place was deferted at his approach, he had, like

De Olid, been obliged to beat down works, and
to fill up ditches.

Cortes now refolved to put a Hop to all opera-
tions by land, until he had made himfelf mailer
of the lake; for this purpofe he prevailed on the
allied towns to fend a vaft number of canoes man-
ned by the moft expert Indians, who with the bri-

gantines failing continually about the lake, and
along the three caufeways^ afforded them an op-
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portunity of taking many canoes loaded with pro-
ions and water, which reduced the belieged to
great diftrefs.

The Mexicans now fent canoes to clear the
ditches, and made Tallies in the night only to
alarm their enemies, and fatigue them by want of
fleep; that they might afterwards attack them
with the advantage of frefh troops. They alfo

built large piraguas ilrengthened with planks, in
which they flieltered themfelves from the Ihot in

time of engagement. In thefe they came out in
the night, and lay in ambulh behind a grove of
reeds in the lake, which efFedlually concealed
them from view; aad defigning to draw thither

the brigantines that cruifed about the lake by two
at a time, they provided three or four canoes laden
with provilions for a bait, and fixed a confiderable

number of large ftakes in the water to deftroy or
incumber the brigantines.

The next day, as they expe^ed, two of the bri-

gantines that attended Sandoval began their cruife,

when the Mexicans fent out their canoes, which
as foon as they were feen, pretended to fly and re-

tire among the reeds, and the brigantines giving
chafe, fell in among the ftakes, where they were
fo embarrafledjj that they could neither move for-

ward nor backwards. At the fame inftant the p'ra-

guas came out and attacked them on all fides with
fuch fury, that the Spaniards muft infallibly pe-
riflied, had not fome expert fwimmers cut away
the ftakes with hatchets, and in the mean while
they kept fuch a fire upon the enemy, that almoft
all the piraguas were funk^ but this vi6tory was
not obtained before the brigantines had received

great damage.
Cortes however refolved to turn this ftratagem

againft the enemy, and being fometime after in-

formed that the Mexicans had concealed them-



388 CONQUEST OF MEXICO,

felves a fecond time among the reeds, he ordered

fix brigantines to fteer off in the night, and lie in

ambufh among another parcel of reeds, at a fmall

idiftance from the enemy's ambufcade. In the

morning one of the brigantines began her cruife,

and difcovering the piraguas as if by accident,

flood offimmediately, and pretended to fly towards

the place of the counter ambufcade, when ihe was
inftantly purfued by the piraguas, until being at

a convenient diftance, the other brigantines fallied

out, and gave them fuch a terrible falute with

their great guns, that at the very firft difcharge

they were almoft all funk, and moft pf the men
perifhed.

CHAPTER XIX.

Cortes offers a Peace to the Emperor, but his Priefts prevent

the accepting it. Upon which Cortes makes a general attack,

and after an obftinate engagement is defeated. He afterwards

renews the attack, makes a lodgement and obliges the Em-
peror to retire to the fartheft part of the city. The Emperor
jind his Confort are feized in an attempt to efcape, and the

whole Empire of Mexico acknowledges their fubjeftion to

Spain. Cortes extends his conquefts to the^outh-Sea, rebuilds

[Mexico, and dies in Spain,

GoRTES being informed that the befieged

began to want proviiions, exerted his utmoft dili-

gence in cutting off all relief from the city, and

in the mean time difmifled two Mexican noblemen

with a meflage to the emperor Guatimozin, with

overtures of peace. Upon which the emperor was



BY HERNANDO CORTES. 389

advifed to agree to the general's propofals. This

favourable difpofition was however deftroyed by
the remonftrances of the priefts ; infomuch that

Guatimozin himfelfdeclared that, to whatever dif-

trefs the city fhould be reduced, he would put the

firft man to death, who fhould from thenceforward

mention peace.

Cortes was no fooner informed of this, than he

refolved to carry fire and fword into the city; and

for that purpofe fent orders to the commanders of

the troops of Tacuba, and Tapeaquilla, while he

himfelf marched by the caufeway of Cuyocan at

the head of the troops commanded by De Olid.

All obftacles were foon removed, and the troops

advanced without any confiderable oppolition to

the laft bridge, where the Indians had broken

down part of the caufeway to enlarge the ditch
;

and on the oppolite bank they had raifed a fortifi-

cation covered with planks ; it was however foon

deftroyed by the artillery, and the enemy retired

into the city. Thus the lliore being left free,

Cortes ordered his men to land immediately, and
to take on fliore the horfe and three pieces of can-

non, but before he advanced into the ftreets he
gave orders to Julian de Alderete to ftay behind,

and fill up the ditch, while the brigantines were
to approach thefcene of a6ti9n by the great canals,

and to fire upon the enemy. But Alderete no
fooner heard them engaged, than thinking his em-
ployment diflionourable, he ruflied forwards to

have a lliare in the battle, leaving the care of fill-

ing up the ditch to another officer, who alfo aban-
doned it for the fame reafon. The Mexicans flood

the firft charge, and behaved with great bravery,

doing the Spaniards confiderable damage from the
windows and tops of the houfes. But fuddenly
in the heat of the engagement, they quitted the

ground, for Guatimozin being informed that th^
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great ditch was abandoned, refolved to fall upon
the Spaniards in their retreat.

Cortes fufpefted their intent, and having barely

time to gain his quarters before night, began his

retreat, after having fet fire to feveral houfes, from
which he had fuftained forae damage. He had fcarce

began to march, before his troops were attacked

on all fides by an incredible number of chofen

warriors, who fought with ilich intrepidity, that

they difregarded both the iire-arms and crofs-bows.

Cortes being informed that the retreat was hindered

by the ditch, endeavoured to form his battalions:

but could not, becaufe the corhfederates, being in

the front, were the firft who arrived at the ditch,

and had thrown themfelves into it with fuch con-

<fufion, that they were deftroyed by the Mexicans,
who either v\ounded or drowned them. The-
general was dovv left with his people to maintain
the fight, when his horfe being killed under him.
Captain Francifco de Guzman alighted to give him
his, and was taken prifoiier without a poffibility of

being refcued. At length however he got to the

brigantines, and returned to his quarters, wound-
ed, and extremely mortified at his defeat, above

40 Spaniards being taken prifoners. Upwards of

1000 Tlafalans were killed, one piece of cannon
was loft, and of the Spaniards fcarce one efcaped

unwounded.
Alverado and Sandoval entered the city by dif-

ferent ways at the fame time with Cortes, and met
with nearly the fame fuccefs, but they did not lofe

above 20 Spaniards.

The Mexicans celebrated the victory with great

rejoicings, and were fo elevated with their good

fortune, that a little before break of day they ad-

vanced by the three caufeways, to beat up the

quarters, to fet fire to the brigantines, and to com-

plete the deftru6tion of the Spaniards. But the
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latter were well prepared to receive them ; they

were repulfed by the artillery of the brigantines,

and fome pieces, mounted at the Spaniih lodge-

ments, which played upon the caufeways.

The next day Guatimozin caufed a report to be

fpread, that Cortes was killed. However, his allies

foon recovered their fright, frefli fuccours came in,

and feveral nations that had hitherto continued

neuter, being fenfible of the diflrefs of Mexico,

declared for the Spaniards. So that in a few days,

Cortes found himfelf at the head of above 200,000
men. The Mexicans in the mean time were not

idle, but frequently attacked the quarters both by
day and night, though they were always repulfed

with lofs. The city was now in the greateft dillrefs

for want of bread and water, which induced the

general to proceed to a6iion, and as he had fufFcred

fo much in retreating, it was agreed that the com-
mander ofeach body of Spaniards fliouJd endeavour
to ftay m that part of the city into which he fnouid

penetrate.

This plan being approved, Alverado and San-

doval began their march by day break from Tacuba
to Tapeaquilla; Cortes advanced from Cuyocan
with a body of troops commanded by Olid ; while

the brigantines and canoes were dillributed fo as to

fupport the three attacks. All the difficulties were
furmounted as ufual, and the three captains enter-

ing the city much about the fame time, fortified

themfelves with the ruins of the houfes.

This new method of proceeding filled the Mexi-
cans with confternation, and entirely broke all their

meafures. A council was immediately fummoned
at Guatimozin's palace, where it was refolved to

diflodge the Spaniards, and their army being

divided into three bodies, advanced to the attack,

at break of day ; but preparations having been
made for their reception, they no fooner approach-
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ed> than the artillery began to play upon the
avenues, and made iuch a terrible llaughter of the
van-guard, that they durft not proceed ; when the
Spaniards rufhed upon them, they werefoon routed
anddifperfed, by which means they obtained better

quarters for the enfuing night. The Spaniards

that continued were obliged, as they advanced,

to deftroy houfes, level works, and fill up the

trenches cut acrofs every ftreet: notwithftanding

thefe obftru6lions, all the three leaders in lefs than
four days came in fight of the principal fquare in

the city where they had agreed to meet. Alverado
arrived firft at this fpacious fquare, which was cal=

led Tlateleuco, where he found the enemy endea-

vouring to make a ftand, but he fell upon them
with fuch refolution, that they immediately aban-
doned the ground, and retired in great confufion

to the llreets on the oppofite fide. Obferving at a
fmall diftance a very large temple, the towers of
which were poflelled by the enemy, he immediately
detached fome companies to drive them fromthence
in order to fecure his rear, which was performed
with very little oppofition. He was foon after join-

ed by Cortes and Olid, who advanced by a different

avenue, driving a confufed throng of Mexicans be-

fore them into the fquare, who falling in upon the

battalion which Alverado had drawn up in order

of battle, and being attacked on every fide, were
mofl: of them cut to pieces. The fame miferable

fate attended thofe who were driven into the fquare,

by the third divifion under the command of San-

doval.

The enemy perceieving that the whole force of

the Spaniards was united, now ran with the utmofl:

precipitation to defend the perfon of their prince,

by which means Cortes had an opportunity of

lodging his troops to the beft advantage. The
next morning all the ftreets in poirefrion of the
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enemy were filled with armed men, in order to

cover thofe who were railing a kind of fortification,

but as they did not proceed to hoftilities, Cortes

fiifpended the attack he had meditated and refolved

to try once more^ whether they weredifpofed to an
accommodation now they faw him fo advantageoufly

polled. He therefore fent a melFage to Guatimozin,

who had retired with his minifters and the nobility

to a fpacious angle of the city, the greateft part

of which was defended by the lake.

A fufpenfion of arms being agreed upon, Gua-
timozin held feveral councils^ to deliberate on
the overtures of peace, and the majority were
for agreeing to the treaty • while others were for

continuing the war^ who being joined by the priefts

it was refolved to profecute it. In the mean time
the emperor gave orders that all the piraguas and
canoes fiiould retire to a bay, in order to fecure his

retreat, in cafe he fliould be driven to extremities.

Cortes immediately fufpedted their defign, and
therefore appointed Sandoval commander in chief

of all the brigantines, with orders to furround the

bay at a diftance, and to keep a ftridl watch upon
the enemy's motions.

Cortes having taken thefe Heps, advanced with

his troops, which the Mexicans perceiving, pre-

pared for an engagement. But they no fooner

obferved the terrible havock made by the firft dif-

charge of the cannon on their wooden fortifications

than they fent notice of it to Guatimozin, and in

a little time demanded a parley ; upon which four

Mexicans, who feemed perfons of diftin6tion, ap-

peared on the farther fide of a ditch, and informed
Cortes that they were appointed to receive his pro-

pofals, but the general defired that the emperor
himfelf would come to treat in perfon, and in the
mean time a flop Ibould be put to all a6ts of hof-
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tility. With this anfwer the ambaJTadors retired,

and word was brought that the emperor would
come the next day to conclude a treaty, but he
put off his coming for feveral days.

However, the day being come which was the

utmoft period allowed by Cortes, Sandoval dif-

covered, before the fun arofe, great numbers em-
barking on board the canoes in the bay, and thele

attacked the brigantines with great fury, without

being terrified at the havoc made among them by
the artillery.

In the hotteft part of the engagement Sandoval
obferved fix or feven piraguas rowing with the ut-

moft fpeed from the fartheft part of the bay, upon
which he ordered a brigantine to give them chace.

The captain foon came up with the foremoft pira-

gua, which feemed to command the reft, when the

Mexicans inftantly ceafed rowing; and defired

him not to fire, becaufe the emperor was on board.

The captain, with other Spaniards, immediately

leaped into the piragua, to fecure their prize.

Upon which Guatimozin faid, *' I am your pri-

" foner, and ready to go whither you think fit to
*' condu6l me. All the favour I have to aik is,

" that lome regard may be paid to the honour of
'' the emprefs my confort, and her female attend-
" ants." Guatimozin then paffing into the bri-

gantine, gave his hand to that princefs to help

her up the fide. The captain had no fooner made
Guatimozin pri foner, than he difpatched a canoe

to Cortes with an account of his fuccefs, and all

military operations ceafed foon after*.

Cortes fent two companies of Spaniards to the

landing place to guard the royal prifoners, whom

* This great event happened on the r3th of Aiiguft, 1521,

and from thence has been dated the dominion of the Spa-

niards over the Mexican empire.
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he received with great refpedl^ which the emperor
returned in the fame manner. On their arrival at

the Spanilli quarters^ Guatimozin and his emprefs

went in firft. When Cortes, to alleviate their

forrow, told him, that he was prifoner to one of

the moft powerful monarchs of the univerfe, from
whofe clemency he might hope to receive not only
his liberty, but even his empire, and that till his

pleafure Ihould be known, he fhould be treated

with all the refpe6l due to the emperor of Mexico.

Cortes thinking it was Itill necelfary to reduce

that part of the city which was in the enemy's pof-

feffion, left the care of his prifoners to Sandoval,

and went to give orders for another attack. But
Guatimozin fufpefting the caufe of his abrupt de-

parture, defired to fpeak with him, and upon his

returning back, conjured him to fpare his unhappy
fubje6ts, who would furrender very peaceably as

foon as they were informed of his captivity. He
therefore intreated Cortes to allow one of his mi-

nifters to accompany him, and command the Mexi-
cans, in their prince's name, to obey the Spanilh

general, which order they no fooner heard, than

they threw down their arms and fubmitted.

Cortes's troops no fooner took polTeffion of the

places evacuated by the Mexicans, than they found
themfelves furrounded with obje6ls of horror, a

vaft number of miferable wretches, of the fick and
wounded, were lying calling upon death to releafe

them from their tortures, and whole houfes and
courts, v/ere filled v/ith the bodies of perfons of

diftin6lion, Vv'ho had been ilain in battle, and kept

till their funerals could be performed : from thefe

places proceeded a ftench which threatened the air

with infection, and obliged Cortes to take imme-
diate care to prevent a peililence, by giving orders

for interring the bodies. While this neceiB^ry

©ffice was performing, he retired with his prifoners
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to Cuyocan, after having afligned quarters to Al-

verado and Sandoval, whom he appointed to fuper-

intend the cleanfing of Mexico, and this difagree-

able duty being in a few days performed, he re^

turned again to the city.

The refpe6t with which the emperor Guatimo-
zin was treated did not laft long, for the foidiers

remembering the vaft quantities of gold they had
feen in Montezuma's poffeffion, demanded an ac-

count of what was become of it. When Cortes

protefting his ignorance, they fuggefted that he had
lecretly fecured it for his own ufe. Hence they

grew furious and infolent, in which difpofition they
Vv'ere encouraged by Julian de Alderete, the king's

treafurer, who had great authority, was nephew
to the bifhop of Burgos, and was inclined to do
Cortes all the mifciiief in his power. Alderete

being unable to obtain an account of thefe trea-

fures, demanded that the emperor and his firft

niiniiler fhould be put into his hands, in order to

be examined about them, which Cortes in his pre-

fent circumftances did not care to refufe.

This inhuman monfter, according to fome
authors, caufed them to be immediately put upon
the rack ; but as others, with greater truth, affirm,

had them extended upon burning coals. When
they were in this melancholy fituation, the mi-

nifler calling his eyes upon the emperor cried out

violently, upon which Guatimozin with great com-
pofure faid, " Do you think I lie here upon rofes.?"

At which the poor man was fo ftruck, that he ex-

pired without uttering any further complaint: but

Cortes hearing his fiiit cries, burft into the apart-

ment, and relieved the emperor before it was too

late; upon which occaiion the foidiers themfelves

approved his conduct, and blamed the treafurer's

barbarity. No difcovery was however made by

this inflance of cruelty. They then fearched all
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parts of the lake to no purpofe, ranfacked the
temples, in which they found but little gold, and
tore to pieces the tombs, in which a fmall quan-
tity was found, which Cortes, in order to pacify

them, divided amongft them.

Thofe provinces of the Mexican empire that

were neareft to the capital immediately fubmitted,

and Cortes having received intelligence of the
kingdom of Mechoacan, which lay to the weftward
of Mexico, he fent Montano with three other Spa-
niards as ambafFadors to the king, who at lirft

gave them an indifferent reception ; but after-

wards treated them with great magnificence, and
even went in perfon to fee Cortes, who foon after

difpatched Chriftopher de Olid with an army to

take pofTeffion of that country, which he accord-

ingly did, and forced the king to fly for fhelter

into the mountains.
Cortes upon this great flow of fuccefs, loft that

humanity and virtue by which he had before dif-

tinguilhed himfelf, difcovering the utmoft haugh-
tinefs and cruelty. He erefted forts, and fent San-
doval to fubdue the countries near Tabafco and
Tecountepee on the north fea, while he fent De
Alverado with a body of Spaniards and confede-
rate Indians, to take pofFeffiOn of the countries
bordering upon the vale of Guaxaco, to the eaft-

ward of Mexico.
While Cortes was thus employed in reducing an

amazing extent of country to the obedience of
Charles V. emperor and king of Spain, Chriftoval
de Tapia arrived at Vera Cruz, with a commiflion
from that prince to command all the new con-
quefts ; but he was fo threatened and terrified by
the garrifon of Vera Cruz, that he was glad to
'make his efcape, and leave the general in polTefj

lion of Mexico.
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Cortes now marched in perfon into the province
of PanucO) which he not only reduced to fubjec-

tion, but had the inhumanity, in violation of
the laws of nature and of nations, to divide the
country and all the Indian inhabitants amongft
the officers and foldiers, who treated them as flaves,

and this was his praftice in every province, whether
the people voluntarily fubmitted to him, or were
compelled to it by force : but he fent fuch rich pre-

fents to the emperor, that notwithftanding his

cruelty, he was declared captain -general and go-
vernor of New Spain, and the governors of Hif-

paniola and Cuba were commanded to fend him
fupplies, and to give him all poffible affiftance.

Cortes now finding himfelf eftablifhed in his

command, fet about rebuilding the city of Mexico ;

affigned places for ere6ting churches and public

edifices ; laid out market places ; divided the beft

part of the ground among the Spaniards and the
reft among the natives.

All his conquefts could not however procure him
a peaceable eftabliftiment. He was in danger from
the intrigues of the Indians, who, from a love of

liberty, were defirous of recovering their country,

and driving out or extirpating the Spaniards, and
therefore in 1527, he hanged the emperor Guati-

mozin, and two other Indian princes, whom he had
dete6ted in a confpiracy againft him. Sometimes

he was expofed to danger, by his own country-

men : Chriftoval de Olid, who had behaved fo gal-

lantly in the war againft the Mexicans, revolted

from him ; but was foon taken off by a violent

death. Several confpiracies were formed to mur-
der him ; he had alfo many enemies in Spain, who
took fuch pains to prejudice the emperor Charles

V. againft him, that he found it necellary to re-

turn thither, in order to juftify his condu<5l.
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Accordingly in 1528, he undertook that voy-

age, and was received by Charles V. with great re-

fpe6l : that prince gave him the whole vale ofAtrifco

with the towns and vilages upon it; conferred on
him the title of Marquis of the vale of Guaxaca,
and to complete his favours, procured him a very
honourable marriage.

The next year he returned to Mexico with his

lady, and afterwards being involved in fome dif-

putes with the viceroy of Mexico, he, in the year

1542, made a fecond voyage to Spain, where he
died in a village near Seville, called Caftilleja de la

Cuefta, on the 2d of December 1554, in the 63d
year of his age, after which his corpfe, by his own
direction, was carried to New Spain.





THE

Dijcovery of Golden Cajlile.

CHAPTER I.

Vafquez Nunez de Balboa fends two agents to lolicit fviccours

from James Columbus and the court of Spain. He fubdues

and enters into an alliance with the Cacique Careta; vifits the

Cacique Comagre, where he obtains the firft intelligence of the

South Seas, and of the riches of Peru. He returns to Santa

Maria, and, receiving ill news from Spain, refolves to attempt

a difcovery of that rich country, in hopes of pacifying king

Ferdinand and his minifters.

VaSQUEZ NUNEZ DE BALBOA, hay-

ing got the command, in the manner already re-

lated in our account of the difcoveries from the

death of Columbus to Cortes's expedition, imme-
diately contrived to make the beft ufe of the great

power he had obtained, in order to extend the dif-

coveries, and acquire more gold, which he forefaw

would be the only means of fecuring him in th©

pofleflion of the government, at which he had fi>

ftrangely arrived.

His firft care was to fecure thofe fupplies, of

which the colony was in want; and for this pur-

pofe he fent his friend Valdivia to Hifpaniola, to

prevail on the governor and council to furnilh him
VOL. I. 3 E
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and his people with all they wanted ; and had the

greater hopes of fuccefs, as the admiral Diego Col-

umbus was then there, who he was fenfible was
dii'pofed to contr bute aH in his power to promote
the king's fervice.i He next perfuaded the colony to
fend a perfon dire6lly to Spain, to inform the court

of their lituation, and of the great probability

there was of their being able to make very advan-
tageous difcoveries and conquefts; and for this im*

portant employment he recommended Zamudio,
his colleague in the magiftracy ; Jby which means
he fecured the fole authority to himfelf ; and at the

fame time committed the care of his concerns to

one whofe interefts were the fame as his own ; fince

he had been as deeply engaged, in the bringing

about the revolution, as himfelf ; and as there was
a fmall Ihip belonging to the colony in port, he
caufed it to be fitted out as well as pollible, in or-

der to carry away the two deputies and his old an-

tagonift Encifo. But as the laft mentioned perfon

might reprefent his proceedings in a light that

would be far from being to his advantage. Tie gave
Valdivia a confiderable quantity of gold, which he
defired him to prefent to the king's treafurer-ge-

neral at St. Domingo, who had a great intereft

with the Spanilh miniftry.

At this time many Indians reforted to Darien
to obferve whether the Spaniards were going away,
and what were their defigns : but to conceal their

motives they carried Indian wheat and other provi-

fions to exchange for beads, knives, and other

things of fmall value, endeavouring to perfuade

them to be gone, by obferving that there was much
gold and plenty of provifions in the province of

Coyba, which was at 30 leagues diftance. Upon
this, Nunez de Balboa fent Francis Pizarro, with

fix men to difcover the country ; who having tra-

velled three leagues up the river, were attacked
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hy 400 Indians, under the command of the Ca-

cique Zemaco ; but after a fmart engagement, in

which about 100 of the Indians were killed, the

reft were put to flight, and the Spaniards returned

to Darien ; but having left one of their compa-
nions behind them, Nunez was fo offended that he
ordered Pizarro to march back with a frelh detach-

ment, which he accordingly did, and returned

with him to the colony.

Nunez now fent two brigantines for the Spa-

niards who had been left at Nombre de Dios.

Thefe veflels failing along the coaft, reached a
port belonging to the Cacique of Coyba, where
two Spaniards, entirely naked and painted red,

came to them. Thefe and another perfon had, a

year and a half before, made their efcape from Ni-

cueiTa's fliip to avoid the punifhment due for fome
crime they had committed ; and putting themfelves

into the hands of the Cacique Careta, were kindly

treated; but not agreeing among themfelves, one
of them, whofe name was Juan Alonzo, danger-

oufly wounded the other ; whereupon the Cacique,

admiring him for his bravery, made him com-
mander of his forces, in a war in which he was
then engaged, and would do nothing without his

advice.

Thefe two men were highly acceptable to thof^

in the brigantines; they obferved that the country
abounded in gold, and that if Nunez would invade

it, they fliould all obtain great riches. Upon this

advice it was agreed, that one of them fhould go
to Santa Maria, to inform Nunez of the ftate of

the country; and that the other Ihould ftay to be

ferviceable as occalion fhould offer.

When the brigantines returned to Santa Maria,

Nunez was much pleafed with the intelligence

they brought of this rich country, and at his hav-

ing Spanifh interpreters, who underliood the Ian-
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guage of the natives ; and having fent back the

brigantines, to bring away the reft of the Spaniards

from Nombre de Dios, (as they had been unable
to take them all before) he chofe 130 of the braveft

of his men, who, on the return of the brigantines,

fet out with a fufRcient fupply of arms and pro-

vifions in fearch of the cacique Careta, who lived

at 3o leagues diftance.

The cacique hearing of his coming, waited for

him in his houfe ; and Nunez arriving there, de-

manded provifions, for his men to carry with him
to Darien ; but Careta exculing himfelf, under the

pretence of his being at war with a neighbouring
Cacique, which had prevented his people's fowing,

Nunez, by the advice of Juan Alonzo, pretended
to return "back by the fame way he came ; but at

midnight returned, and, attacking the town in

three places, took the cacique with his two wives
and children prifoners ; all of whom he fent away
to Santa Maria, after having loaded the brigantines

with provifions.

Being returned to Darien, Careta intreated Nu-
nez not to keep him in captivity ; prOmifing, in re-

turn for his liberty, to furnifh him with provifions,

and to do him all the fervice in his power. He
offered him one of his daughters, who was very
beautiful, for his wife; and defired his affiftance

againft his enemy Ponca, a neighbouring cacique,

in order that his own people might have leifure to

till and fow the ground.
Nunez gladly accepted of thefe offers, and taking

his daughter, kept her as his miftrefs, behaving
towards her with great affection, which highly
pleafed the Indians. Careta being now fuffered to

return, treated Nune^s and 80 men who accompanied
him, fo well, that they refolved to affift him in his

wars ; which Ponca no fooner heard, than he fled

to the mountains; and the Spaniards entering his
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country, feized fome provifions, and a confiderable

quantity of gold.

Careta foon after informed his guefts, that he
had another neighbour more powerful than Ponca,

whofe name, as well as that of his country, was
Comagre; and, that he lived in greater fplendor

than any other cacique, and was very defirous of

being acquainted with the Spaniards. As the do-

minions of this prince were large and fruitful,

Careta delired Nunez to pay him a! vifit, and offered

to accompany him.

On their arrival at the palace of Comagre, they

found that it was a large wooden building, 15a
yards in length, and 80 in breadth, furrounded
with a good ftone wall. The reception they met
with was equally kind and hofpitable ; Comagre
and his fons taking all the pains imaginable to ren-

der their ftay agreeable, and difcovering in their

converfation a knowledge and politenefs much fu-

perior to any of the Indians they had hitherto met
with. They were entertained with plenty of pro-

vifions and with different kindsof liquors of various

colours, not much inferior either in ftrength or

flavour to wine; and the cacique and his fons

making them prefents of gold and pearls, they

had no reafon to repent of their journey, or to dif-

truft Careta, who feemed highly pleafed with the

courteous entertainment they had given hisfriends-

Comagre 's eldeft fon being particularly defirous

of obliging his guefts, caufed feveral pieces of

gold, that were valuable both for their work-man-
fliip and finenefs, to be brought; and this gold,

which weighed about 4000 pieces of eight, with

70 Haves, he gave to Nunez and Colmenares, who
immediately began to weigh it, in order to fet a-

part a fifth of the gold for the king, and to divide

the reft among themfelves; but fome of the men
quarrelling about the beft and largeft pieces, the
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young prince ran to the fcales, and llriking them
with his double fill, threw all the gold upon the

ground ; faying, that they need not fall out about

fuch a trifle : but if they were fo fond of it as to

difturb peaceable nations, and leave their native

country to obtain it, he would Ihew them a pro-

vince where they might have as much as their hearts

could wifh ; but that there muft be a greater num-
ber of them, as they were to oppofe a monarch who
defended his dominions with great bravery : that

they would firft meet with a cacique who had a vaft

quantity of what they looked upon as wealth, and
was fix funs, or fix days journey, from thence,

pointing with his finger towards the South Sea,

which he told them they would fee as foon as they

pafiTed certain lands. He added, that there were

other nations who had boats with fails and oars,

and that beyond that fea they would find an im-

menfe quantity of gold, formed into veflTels out of

which thefe people eat and drank. And having

imderftood from the Spaniards that there was great

plenty of iron in Spain, he fignified that there was

more gold in thofe parts than iron in Bifcay. This
was the firfl; intimation given them of the extenfive

country of Peru, whither he offered to accompany
them. This difcourfe was interpreted by the two
Spaniards who had fled from Nicuefia, and lived

with Careta.

After a fl:iort ftay in the dominions of Comagre,

Nunez de Balboa returned to his government of

Santa Maria, in order to confider at his leifure of

the properefi: means of making thefe important dif-

coveries.

Valdivia had by this time returned from Hif-

paniola, with the fl:rongefl: afiTurances that Diego

Columbus would give him fufficient fupport. This

induced Nunez to fend him over a fecond time with

the fame inftru(5fions as before; but with frefli
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proofs ofthe fervices he had rendered to the crown,
and frelh prefents for thofe whom he imagined moft

capable of fupporting his intereft : but the vefTel in

which Valdivia attempted to fail back to Hifpa-

niola, was unfortunately Ihipwrecked in her paf-

fage on the coaft of Yucatan, and the men with

great difficulty got on Ihore, where they were
quickly furrounded and made prifoners by the na-

tives, who cruelly facrificed them to their idols

;

two only efcaping, one of whom was AguUor, who
was of fuch great ufe to Cortes.

Nunez de Balboa was greatly afflidted at the

news of this event, and, to prevent the ill confe-

quences that might arife from it, had fome thoughts

of going to Spain; but this the colony would not
fuffer, and he had foon fufficient reafon to believe

that they judged right; for by the difpatches he re-

ceived from Zamudio, he was informed, that Eu-
cifo had fo incenfed the court againft him, that

there was no perfuading the minifters, that he was
not a villian who had in the higheft degree tram-

pled upon the royal authority.

Nunez de Balboa, having confidered the contents

of thefe letters, plainly faw that nothing could re-

llore his charafter in Spain, but making an im-

mediate ufe of the informations he had received,

by perfe6ling his difcoveries of larger and richer

countries, than hitherto the Spaniards had been

acquainted with. This he judged would cover all

his pall faults, and atone for every irregularity he

had committed ; and therefore, without communi-
cating to the colony any of the particulars con-

tained in his difpatches, he perfuaded them to en-

gage in fuch an expedition, as the moft likely

means of rendering them all rich and happy ; up-

on which they gladly embraced this propofal.
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CHAPTER II.

Nunez marches in order to difcover the South Seas : obtains the

friendfliip of the cacique Ponca : defeats Quarequa ; and takes

a view of the South Sea. He alfo defeats the cacique Chiapes,

and afterwards obtains his friendfliip: takes a formal pofleffion

ofthe South Sea, and its coafts and iflands, in behalf of the

king of Spain ; but in endevouring to navigate a bay, is in danger

of being loft with 80 other Spaniards. He afterwards oppofes

Tumaco, a powerful cacique; but, having obliged him to retire,

concludes a peace with him, and obtains a great quantity of

pearls and diamonds.

Nunez DE BALBOA having refolved

to march towards the South Sea, failed from Santa

Maria about the middle of September 15 13, as far

as the territories of the Cacique Careta, who re-

ceived him in a very friendly manner. He there

left one of his brigantines and a canoe, and ad-

vanced towards the mountains belonging to Ponca,

attended by a body of Careta's fubje6ls. The Ca-

cique Ponca being foon informed of the approach
of the Spaniards, hid himfelf; when Nunez fent

fome of the Spaniards belonging to Careta to af-

fure him that he had nothing to fear, and that he

only defired his friendlhip; upon which Ponca
came to meet him with a prefent of gold, to the

value of 110 pefos, which was all he had. Nunez
being fenfible of the neceHity of leaving no enemy
behind him, received the Cacique with much joy,

and gave him abundance of beads, hawk's bells,

looking-glafles, and, what thefe Indians molt va-

lued, fome iron axes ; and then alked him for

guides, and men to carry burdens up the moun-
tains.
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The Cacique readily granted all he delired ; and,

having fupplied him with plenty of provilions, the
Spaniards marched into the dominions of a great

Lord named Quarequa, who was prepared to op-

pofe them. He having provided a great number
of men armed with bows and arrows, and a kind
of flings for throwing darts made of wood hard-

ened in the fire. They had alfo clubs made of a

very hard kind of wood, which they ufed with

both hands. In this manner the Indians met the

Spaniards, afking what they came for, and order-

ing them to proceed no farther ; but obferving

that they paid little regard to what they faid, the

Cacique himfelf came forward, clothed in cotton,

with fome of his principal men, all the reft being

entirely naked, and immediately attacked the

Spaniards with dreadful cries. Nunez inftantly

ordered his foldiers to difcharge their fire-locks

and crofs-bows ; upon which fome dropped down
dead : when the Indians feeing the fire, and hear-

ing the report, naturally concluded that the Spa-

niards ufed thunder and lightning, and had a fu-

pernatural power to deftroy them, they therefore

fled in the utmoft confternation. The Spaniards

purfued, fetting their dogs upon them, which tore

fome of them in pieces ; while the Spaniards made
a great flaughter with their fwoirds. In this en-

gagement the Cacique himfelf was killed with

about 600 of his people; fome were taken, and
the town was plundered, in which the conquerors

found a confiderable quantity of gold. Among
the prifoners were the Cacique's brother, and
fome others adorned like women ; from which cir-

cumftance, Nunez judging that they were guilty

of fodomy, without any other proof caufed them
to be torn in pieces by the dogs.
As fome of the Spaniards were now grown fickly

with hunger and fatigue, Nunez left them in the

VOL. I, 3 F
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town, which belonged to the late Gacique, where
he took frefli guides, and men to carry burdens^

difmiffing thofe who belonged to Careta. He then

proceeded towards the top of the mountains, which

was at the diftance of about fix days journey ; but

in this progrefs he fpent twenty-five, on account of

the ruggednefs of the way, and the difficulty of

procuring provifions. At length Nunez having

notice given him that they were near the fummit,
commanded his men to halt, and going up alone,

faw the South Sea ; which he no fooner viewed,

than, falling on his knees, he returned thanks to

heaven for being the firft who had feen it. This
done he called his men, and again falling on his

knees, they followed his example, while the In-

dians flood amazed at feeing fuch expreilions of

joy and wonder. Nunez then extolled the intelli-

gence given him by Comagre's fon, promifing his

men wealth and happinefs : they believed allhefaid

for he was extremely beloved, on account of his

bravery, his compaffion for the fick and wounded,
and his making no difference between himfelf and
the meaneft foldier. He then caufed a certificate

to be drawn of his having taken pofleflion of that

fea, and every thing in it for the crown of Caftile •

in teftimony of which he cut down timber, erected

croflfes, raifed heaps of ftones, and cut the king of

Spain's name on fome of the trees. This being

done, he refolved to go down the mountains to the

fea coaft.

Nunez being informed that near this place there

was another town, belonging to a Lord, whofe
name was Chiapes, advanced very cautioully ;

while that Cacique perceiving the fmall number
of the Spaniards, marched againft them; but draw^

ing near, the latter faluted them, firft with their

fire-arms, and then with their crofs-bows, after

which they let loofe their dogs. The Indians ter*
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rified at this reception, fled with the utmoft pre-
cipitation, while the Spaniards purfued, and, hav-
ing taken fome prifoners, difmifled a part of them
with fome of Quarequa's people, to alfure Chiapes
that they defired his friendlhip. At this melTage,
that Cacique thought it fafeft to put himfelfinto
the hands of thefe dreadful enemies, and therefore

waited upon them with the value of 400 pieces of
eight in gold. Nunez received him very gracioufly,

giving him beads, looking-glalTes, and hatchets :

and having here likewife given fome trifles to

Quarequa's Indians, he difmilfed them well pleafed

with their treatment.

Nunez now fent captain Francis Pizarro, Juan
Efcarray, and Alonzo Martin, with twelve men
under each, to find the fliorteft way to the fea.

Alonzo Martin difcovering the readieft road, came
in two days to a place where he found two canoes
upon dry land, yet faw no fea ; but while he was
confidering which way thefe canoes came thither,

the tide flowed in, and foon lifted them up ; for

on that coaft it ebbs and flows every fix hours two
or three fathoms, fo that large fliips are left dry_,

and no fea water appears for at leart two or three

leagues. Alonzo Martin feeing the canoes fwim,

went into one of them, and bid his companions
bear witnefs that he was the firfl" that entered the

South Seas ; another did the fame, and bid them
bear witnefs that he was the fecond ; after which
they returned to carry this news to Nunez; who,
upon receiving this intelligence, refolved to pro-

ceed to the fea fide with the Cacique to try what
farther difcoveries could be made. On their reach-

ing the Ihore, that Spanifli commander marched
on, armed as he was, until the water took him up
to the middle; and then caufed a notary to draw
up an infi:rument, importing that he had taken

poffeffion of that fea, its coails, and the iflan.d^ in
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it, in behalf of the crown of Caftile ; at which cere-

mony the Indians were juftly amazed.

He next pafTed the mouth of a great river, and
landed on the oppolite fide in the territories of an-

other Indian prince, whofe name was Coura, and
tvho at firft endeavoured to make fome refiftance ;

but finding it was in vain, he fufFcred his fon to

go and treat with them, and he himfelf foon after

carried them a conliderable prefent.

Nunez Balboa at length obferving a large bay of

the fea, refolved to navigate it, and therefore defir-

ed the Indians to furniih him with canoes ; which
they did, and offered to accompany him, though
they at the fame time advifed him to fufpend this

attempt, as the rains were coming on, and the bay
was far from being fafe ; but he obftinately refufed

to comply with this advice, and embarked with
fourfcore Spaniards, together with Chiapes and
fome of his attendants, on board nine canoes.

They weighed anchor on the 29th of Septem-
ber; for which reafon he called it St. Michael's
Bay : but when they were at fome diftance from
land, the waves began to fwell fo high that Nunez
repented he had not taken the advice given him by
Chiapes, and was foon in the utmoft danger of

perilhing ; but the Indians had recourfe to their

ufual remedy ; and fattening two canoes together
with cords, to prevent their being overfet, made
towards an illand; where they landed, and fattened

their canoes to the rocks or trees. There they
continued all the night in the utmott uneafinefs

;

for upon the flood the whole ifland was covered
with water, and they were obliged to ftand in it

almott up to their waitts. When day appeared,
and the water ebbed, they went in fearch of their

canoes, but found fome of them beaten in pieces,

others almott fplit, and the rett filled with water
and fand, and no part of their goods or provifions
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was to be found. In this diftrefs they pulled off

the tender bark of the young tree, and, bruiling it

with grafs and other herbs, caulked the crannies of

fuch of the canoes as were not ftaved, and thus

embarked, alnioft famifhed with hunger.

They now fteered towards the dominions of a

Cacique named Tumaco, which lay in a creek of

the bay, where they found him ready to oppofe

them. Nunez, perceiving his men weak and hun-
gry, no fooner landed, than he picked out a few of

the ableft of them, whom he placed in the front*

The Spaniards began the engagement with their

fwords and dogs, with which they made great ha-

vock ; and Tumaco himfelf being wounded, the reft

were obliged to retire. Soon ofter Chiapes fent

fome of his men to let Tumaco know the power of

the Spaniards, and the kindnefs they lliewed to
thofe who were their friends. The Cacique,

however, could not be perfuaded to believe their re-

port ; but a fecond meffenger prevailed fo far, that

he fent his fon, whom Nunez entertained very
courteoufly, giving him a (hirt and fome toys, and
advifing him to perfuade his father to come him-
felf, and have a Ihare in his friendfhip. Upon
which Tumaco went, attended by many of his

fubjecls, but carried no prefent. However, Nunez
treated him with much refpe6l, and Chiapes ob-
ferved to him, that he thought it but reafonable

that he Ihould affift the Spaniards on account of

their being ftrangers.

The Cacique being now pacified, and lofing all

his apprehenlions, fent fome of his fervants home,
who brought gold to the value of 614 pieces of
eight, and, what was much more extraordinary,

240 fine large pearls, with many others, that were
bright, though fmall. At this fight Nunez and
his men were filled with joy, believing the im-

menfe treafures Comagre's fon had mentioned
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were now at hand. The large pearls were of great

value, and would have been of ftill greater, had not
the Indians ufed fire in opening the oyfters, which
rendered them not fo white as they naturally are.

Tumaco obferving that the pearls gave the Spani-

ard's fuch joy, Ihevved that he himfelf fet but little

value on them, by fending fome Indians to filh,

who, within four days, brought as many as weigh-

ed no lefs than 96 ounces. Both the Spaniards

and Indians were much pleafed ; the former with
the profpect of immenfe wealth ; and the latter,

efpecially the Caciques, at obtaining the friendftiip

of the Spaniards for what they efteemed at fo

cheap a rate as pearls and gold. But Chiapes re-

joiced nioft, on account of his being inftrumental

in gaining Tumaco's friendihip.

Thefe two Caciques alTured Nunez, that there

was a country in that bay, about five leagues from
thence, governed by a powerful Cacique, where
there was abundance of large oyfters, which con-

tained pearls as big as beans. Upon which Nune2:

ordered the canoes to be immediately got ready;

but the Caciques intreated him not to think of fuch

an expedition at that time ; but to ftay till fummer,
when the fea was calm, and he might go with eafe,

and then they promifed to go with him. Nunez
approving of this advice, Tumaco added, that the

coaft extended a prodigious way, pointing to Peru :

that there was an immenfe quantity of gold, and
that the natives ufed certain beafts to carry their

burdens, which were the fheep of that country:

he even made the reprefentation of them in clay.

The Spaniards were amazed ; fome faid they were

camels, and others that they were fallow deer, of

which there are n]any on the continent, about as

big as fmall calves, but their horns are fmall, and
their legs Ihort in proportion to their bodies.



GOLDEN CASTILE. 415

CHAPTER III.

Nunez fends another Agent to the Court of Spain, with a rich

prefent to the Bifliop of Burgos, who had before appointed

Pedrarias Governor of Golden Caftile. This new Governor

cruelly perf*ecutes Nunez de Balboa, and treats the Indians

with the utmoft inhumanity, which forces them to take up
arms againft him. Nunez, however, caufes a peace to be

reftored, builds a Town on the South Sea, and is at laft be-

headed.

J\. BOUT the middle of January, Nunez
returned to Santa Maria carrying with him gold to

a very great value, and pearls to a much greater

;

of which he made a very equitable divifion, referving

the fifth part for the King, and diftributing the

reft among the foldiers, in fuch a manner that they
were perfectly fatisfied with his condu6l. He now
judged with great appearance of reafon, that the
lignal fervices he had performed, rendered it im-
poffible for the Minifters to deny that he had made
amends for any indifcretions into which he had
fallen ; he therefore refolved to fend another Agent
to Spain with the king's money, and with more
Gonliderable prefents than it was in his power to

fend by the former, and therefore fent on this im-
portant meffage Pedro Abolanchos a perfon of
capacity, and what was ftill of greater conlequence,

of unfhaken integrity and fidelity.

On this perfon 's arrival at court, he applied
himfelf to the famous bifliop of Burgos, who re-

ceived his letters with civility, which changed
into the greateft kindnefs and friendftiip, upon his

feeing the pearls and gold fent him by Nunez

;

for thefe fully convinced him pf his innocence, and.
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of his being a good and faithful officer. He there-
fore took great pains to vindicate him to king Fer-
dinand, who had hitherto a great averfion to
Nunez de Balboa : but the favours of this prelate

came too late; for he himfelf had already done
this unhappy man fuch an injury as he was unable
to repair. It was a maxim with this bilhop, that

nothing was fo dangerous as fulFering the great
men who made difcoveries in America, to perfe6l

them ; and therefore as foon as they had opened
the road to the new countries, and had overcome
the firft, which are always the greateft difficulties,

it was his conftant method to fend fome of his own
creatures to reap the fruits of their labours.

Before the arrival of Nunez's agent, he had
chofen Pedro Arias d'Avila Governor of Caftillo

del Oro, whom the Spanifh writers, by joining his

two firft names, commonly called Pedrarias. He
was a man of birth, and of a court education, but
proud, haughty, infincere, barbarous, and unjuft ;

cruel beyond expreflion ; and one who thought
the only compenfation that could be made for

leaving his native country, was his raifing a vaft

fortune ; which, as he wanted abilities to do in an
honeft way, he refolved to bring about by the me-
thods he underftood, which were violence, fraud,

and oppreffion; in all which he was a complete

mafter. We have his chara6ter drawn to the life^

hy the hand of the humane and worthy bilhop of

Chiapa, who reprefents him as the moft wicked
monfter that was ever fent into thofe parts.

This new governor failed from Spain, on the

1 2th of April, 15 14, with a fleet of fifteen fail, on
board of which were 2000 foldiers, a friar, John
de Quevedo, who, before his departure, had been
confecrated bifhop of Darien, with many other per-

fons in great offices, among whom was Encifo, the

mortal enemy of Nunez, who was Pedrarias's
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provoft-marlhaL This fleet arrived in the gulph
of lira ba, in the latter end of July, and thence

proceeded to Santa Maria, where the commander
was received with all imaginable refpe6t by Nu-
nez de Balboa.

Pedrarias was very much furprized at the late

governor's appearance, and at the ftate in which
he found the colony. There was indeed a very
Itrong fort, and 450 brave fellows to defend it

;

but Nunez's houfe, or, if you will, his palace,

confifted but of three rooms, and his drefs corre»

fponded with his dwelling ; he had a pair of can-

vas drawers, and a cotton waiftcoat over his Ihirt,

and that was all. His diet was of a piece with the

reft ; for a joint of roaft pork, fome greens and
fruit, were all his table afforded; at which no
other liquor was drank than good fpring water.

Such were the manners of this conqueror, who
fared no better than the meaneit of his foldiers

;

but there was no murmuring, no complaints ; he

maintained his authority by the means with which
he had acquired it; that is, by his merit ; while

his foldiers loved and feared him as a father. His
only fault was his ambition, that had led him to do
fome unwarrantable things in order to obtain

power ; but when he had once acquired it, none
ufed it better. His accounts were clear ; he made
good every point he had written to Spain ; and
proved that he had opened a pafTage to the South
Seas; in return for which good fervices, Pedrarias

committed him clofe prifoner to the'cuftody of En-
cifo, and did not fet him at liberty till he had
fined him in above half his fortune.

In order to juftify this proceeding, he fent over

a very falfe report to the court of Spain, expedi-

ing that this would have procured him authority

for going greater lengths ; but he was miftaken.

He had brought over fome honeft men with him,
VOL. I. 3 G
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who ventured to fend the naked truth to court,

and it met with all the credit it deferved.

In anfwer to thefe reprefentations, Pedrarias re-

ceived trefh advices from his Majefty, in which the

King declared^ that he was perfe6lly fatisfied with

the condudl of Nunez de Balboa, and had created

him Lord Lieutenant of the countries on the South

Seas ; that his Majefty expe6ted that the Governor
fhould take his advice, and that the meafure of his

obedience to his royal orders would appear from

the refpe6l he lliewed to Nunez de Balboa. Pedra-

rias, equally difpleafed and difappointed, took care

to conceal his inftru(5tions; and, like a true courtier,

refolved in appearance to conform to his mafter's

order; but, in effe6l, to difobey them, and to leave

no means untried to procure the deftrudlion of the

man he hated.

In order to leflen the chara6^er of his predecef-

for, and to raife his own, Pedrarias fent feveral of his

officers to make excurfions into the country ;

which he thought muft produce new difcoveries, as

indeed they did : but thefe were neither to the ad-

vantage of the colony, nor to the crown of Spain,

fmce they only contributed to fliew the avarice and
cruelty of the Spaniards in the moft glaring light.

His officers knew that the only means to obtain his

favour and protection, was to make him large

prefents, and to plunder all the Caciques without

mercy ; fo that in a few months time, that reputa-

tion for honefty and kind ufage, which Nunez de

Balboa had been at fome pains to eftablilh, was
entirely loft, and a war between them and the na-

tives broke out afreih with greater fury than ever,

fo that there were no great hopes of his making
anyprogrefs; which when he came ferioufly to

confider, he entered upon a new fcheme, and, by
the affiftance of bifliop Ouevedo, became recon-

ciled to Nunez, who very iincerely applied himfeif
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as formerly to the public fervice, and that with
his ufual fuccefs.

This, however, only ferved to raife the envy af

Pedrarias, even though he had promifed to give

Nunez his daughter, and publicly called and treat-

ed him as his fon. He had employed him in railing

a town, eftablifhing a port, and building fliips on
the South Seas; all which, with incredible labour

and fatigue, he at length accompliihed ; and this

added to the great reputation he had before acquir-

ed. Pedrarias feeing this, and finding that moft
of the people in his government were inclined to

remove and fettle in the town built by Nunez de
Balboa, as foon as it Ihould be finillied, refolved

no longer to delay removing out of the way a man
whofe fiiperiority became more and more confpi-

cuous ; and for this purpofe fent for him to Santa
Maria.

Nunez de Balboa, relying upon his own inno-

cence, and thinking it out of the Governor's power
to hurt him, made no difficulty of obeying his

orders ; but immediately upon his arrival, Pedra-

rias commenced a frefli profecution againflhim, on
the fame pretences for which he had fined him be-

fore, to which he had added another very extraor-

dinary accufation; a treafonable intention to ufurp

the King's domain, founded upon nothing more
than his having cut down, without the Governor's

licence, fome timber for ere6ting public edifices ;

and, to the amazement of the colony, and the terror

of the inhabitants, he upon this charge, condemned
him to fufFer death, and adually caufed this unfor-

tunate gentleman to be publicly beheaded.

Such was the fate of Vafquez Nunez de Balboa^

v«/ho, in the forty -fecond year of his age, fuffered

as a traitor, for having ferved his prince with too

much zeal and fidelity. This happened in the

year 151 7, and in the third of Pedrarias's govern-
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mcnt. The Royal audience of St. Domingo^
however, condemned this action as a downright
murder; but Pedrarias does not feem to have been
ever called to an account for it ; but, on the con-
trary, was permitted to go on in the fame bafe

and barbarous track, for many years together.

CHAPTER IV.

redrarias builds the city of Panama, and engages in a long and
unfuccefsful war with the Cacique Urraca. The Court of

Spain being at length wearied out with complaints againft

him, fends a new governor; upon which he retires to Nicara-

gua, when, under the form of juftice, he murders Francis

Hernandez, who had made a conquell of that province.

p.EDRARIAS, having thus, at the ex-

pence of law and juftice, freed himfelf from a man
whom he at once both feared and hated, refolved

to fettle a new colony on the coaft of the South
Seas, though that place, from the heat and moif-

ture of the adjacent country, was very unwhole-

fome ; but it was a place commodious for trade,

and very convenient for forming new difcoveries.

He there built a palace, and made it the feat of

his government ; which inducing bthers to choofe

it for the place of their refidence, it foon increafed

in the number of its inhabitants, and was pretty

well fortified.

This city, which received the name of Panama,
may deferve an account of its prefent ftate. It is

but of a fmall circumference, on account of a

morafs that inclofes it on one fide ; and the damps
"which arife from the morafs, render the place fo



GOLDEN CASTILE. 421

very unhealthy, that there are few inhabitants^

except traders, who generaly ftay there no longer

than is neceflary to acquire a fufficient fortune to

enable them to leave it. A river runs near the

city, and in its neighbourhood is a large diftridt,

in which are many farms, and great numbers of

black cattle. It abounds in the fruits of the coun-

try ; as pine-apples, plantanes, and guavas ; befides

which feveral forts of Spanilh fruits have been in-

troduced. The rivers in its neighbourhood afforded

great quantities of gold, when the city was built,

but neither wheat nor barley grow within its neigh-

bourhood ; however, it is fupplied with maize from
Peru. Both the rivers and the fa abound with fifh ;

and near the houfes along the coaft, are vaft quan-

tities of cockles ; on which account the Spaniards

fuppofe Pedrarias chofe this fpot, as they would be
fome fupply in a time of fcarcity. In the rivers of

this province are vaft numbers of alligators of a

monftrous fize, which have devoured many of the

Spaniards and Indians.

But to return ; though Pedrarias had a ftrong

defire to diftinguifli himfelf by doing fomething
great;, yet, in the fpace of eight or nine years, he
did little or nothing ; for his vices defeated his

fchemes, and rendered all his undertakings abor-

tive. Inftead of treating the Indian Caciques, as

his predecefiTor Nunez had done, with civility and
juftice, he behaved towards them like an imperious
mafter, and yet was unable to extort half the quan-
tity of gold that had been freely beftowed on Balboa
in prefents. He granted licences to various

perfons to undertake difcoveries, but on fuch hard
terms, and with fo many reftri6iions, that they
had no better fuccefs than himfelf, and all their

endeavours had no other efFed: than to wafte great
numbers of men, and to bring an odium upon
thefe expeditions.
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But'what cbleOy employed the care of Pedrarias

was reducing Urraca, a cacique of the mountains,

whofe country was very rich in goidj and who,
after the death of Nunez, would have nothing to

do with the Spaniards ; prefuming, he faid^ they

could mean no good to others^ who murdered and
perfecuted one another. The governor made war
upon hioi for five years together^ and in that time

deftroyed a great number of his fubjedsj without

being able to fubdue or render him tributary ; on
the contrary, this cacique was frequently too hard

for the Spaniards ; his fubje6ls vv^ere ftout and
warlike, and the fituation of his country gave him
fuch advantages, that the Spaniards could never

act againft him with their horfe. He was a brave

and enterprizing prince, had great good fenfe, and
forefaw advantages as foon as any man, and there

were few who could manage them better. Pedra-

rias therefore loft more men in the courfe of this

war, than Cortes in the conqueft of Mexico, with-

out even gaining a foot of land, or an ounce of

gold ; but he made himfelf amends by the griev-

ous extortions he committed among the caciques

who had fubmitted to the Spaniards ; and, with

the gold he forced from them, maintained fo great

an intereft at court, that, notwithftanding every

enterprize in which he engaged was attended with

lofs, yet every new proje6t he fent over, was ap-

plauded.

This v/as the more extraordinary, as no man
ever met with more oppofition than he did ; for, on

the one hand, he was hated to the laft degree by

the Indians, for whofe fake the Bifhop of Chiapa

had the humanity to go in perfon to Madrid to

folicit relief. The Spaniih officers, who were

iineafy under his government, fent home a true re-

prefentation of his condu6l, which was fuch as

would have ruined the fortune of any other man.
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Belides all this, he was upon very bad terms with
the royal audience at St. Domingo, which was
then, what it ftill is, the fupreme tribunal in the
Weft Indies ; and the chief reafon for his removing
the feat of his government from Santa Maria to

Panama, was, that he might be farther out of their

reach.

However, about the beginning of the year 1526^,

the court of Spain, wearied with continual com-
plaints againft him, was at length refoived to fend

him a fuccefTor. Pedrarias was informed of this

refolution, and, as he knew no means of avoiding

his coming, and was very loth to part with his

power, he began to caft about in his own mind
where to find another eftablifliment. There was
only one expedition under any of his creatures

which had met with fuccefs, and that the conqueft

of Nicaragua by Francis Hernandez, who a6ted

under his licence, and the governor had alfo been

at fome expence in fitting him out. Fie refoived

therefore to retire into this country, in order to

fecure it for hirafelf, though it of right belonged
to him who had fubdued it ; and alfo to avoid de-

livering up his province to his fucceilbr in perfon,

for fear he fhould treat him as he himfeif had
done Nunez. One would have imagined, that,

when his aifairs were in this iituation, he would
have abated fomewhat of his cruelty ; but, whe-
ther he had no power over his temper, or knew
that he had ftill intereft enough at court to pre-

vent his being called to an account for murder, he

committed one more bafe and barbarous, if pof-

ftble, than that of Nunez de Balboa.

On his entering the new province, he pretended

that he had received information that his deputy
intended to revolt, and therefore fent for him to

anfwer to the charge : Francis Hernandez came
with that boldnefs which is natural to innocence :
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but Pedrarias no fooner had him in his power,
than he caufed his head to be llruck ofF; alleging

that there was no other way for a government to
be fafe againft perfons in power, when their fide-

lity was once fufpefted. Yet, as black and heinous

as this fa6t was, he not only efcaped being called to

an account for it, but was confirmed in his gover-
ment of Nicaragua, as if the gratification of his

own cruel difpofition had been an indifputable

proof of his zeal and attachment to the crown of
Spain.



THE

CONQUEST OF PERU,

BT FRANCIS PIZARRO.

CHAPTER I.

Francis Pizarro, with the affiftance of two other perfons, under-

takes tiie Difcovcry of Peru, but meets with many hardfliips,

till at length meeting with a particular account of the riches

of the country of which he is in fearch, he returns to Panama?

but being oppofed by the Governor, embarks for Spain.

JL H E reader has feen, in the preceding

chapters, that Vafquez Nunez de Balboa was the

firft Spaniard who formed the project of malcing

difcoveries on the South Sea, and the deli r^ of

wrefting the execution of it out of his hands, %as
the principal motive that induced PedrarlaSi to

take away his life. But when all the expeditions

undertaken by this cruel monfter hjid tailed, three

perfons in the year 1524, offered to engage in this

undertaking at their own expence, provided they

might be allowed fair and equitable terms. To
this propofal Pedrarias readily liftened, believing

that he ran no hazard in complying with their re-

queft, lince, if they mifcarried, he Ihould not^lofe

VOL. I. 3 H
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any thing, and if they fucceeded, he hoped that

he Ihould be able to fecure the fruits of their en-

terprize.

The principal of thefe three perfons was Francis

Pizarro^ who has been already mentioned more
than once. He was a native of Truxillo, a town
in the province of Eftramadura in Spain ; and fome
of the Spanilh writers fay he was a nobleman by
birth ; while others maintain that he was the il-

legitimate fon of Gonzalo Pizarro, an officer at

Triixillo, who fiiffered him to be expofed as a

foundling at a church door ; however, being dif-

covered to be the father, he was obliged to fupport
him ; but giving him no manner of education, he
made him fpend his youth in the moll fervile offices,

and in particular in keeping his hogs. Young
Pizarro however, at length ran away from the

herd, and, entering on board a fhip, failed to the

Weft Indies, where he diftinguifhed himfelf by his

bold and enterpriling difpolition, in the wars of

Hifpaniola and Cuba, and obtained a commiffion ;

he at length failed with Hojeda to the gulph of

Darien, and afterwards ferved under Nunez de
Balboa, and, having acquired a handfome fortune,

had, on the lirft building of Panama, fettled in

that city, where he feemed difpofed to fpend the

remainder of his life in peace, till the thirft of gold
incited him to engage in this undertaking, and
afterwards prompted him to commit a6tions that

rendered him a difgrace to human nature.

The fecond of thefe adventurers was Diego de
Almagro, who took his name from the place of

his birth; for his origin was fo obfcure, that no
hiftorian has been able to difcover who was his

father.

Tlie third was Ferdinando de Luques, or, as he
is f(Hnetimes called, de Lugne, who, as well as

both the former, was advanced in vears. This
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man, who was a prieft, had much the largeft for-

tune ; he was proprietor of the ifland of fobago,
had a good eftate belides, and a conliderable lum
in ready money.

This partnerfliip made much noife, as nothing
could be more lingular than tor three private men
to raife a jonit ftock for conquering a great empire ;

and this, like other projects, was treated as a wild

and vifionary fcheme that would infalliably end in

the ruin of the proje6tors: but, without regarding

the opinions of the world, they folemnly promifed
each other, that no dangers nor difapointments

Ihould make them lay afide their enterprize, and
that they would make equal divilion of the wealth

they Ihould acquire, after having firft dedu6led the

Emperor's dues, and all expences. To each of

them was affigned a particular part in the conqueft

of Peru : Francis Pizarro was to command the par-

ty that went upon the difcovery ; Almagro was to

carry him recruits, and to reinforce him from time

to time ; and Ferdinand de Luques was to ftay at

Panama, to provide ammunition and provifions

for the ufe of thofe engaged in the expedition.

Thefe articles being agreed upon, they repaired

folemnly to high mafs, which was celebrated by
the prieft Ferdinando de Luques, who, having
broke the wafer into three pieces, took the firil

himfelf, and gave the others to his companions,

as a token that they would purfue their prefent

proje6t with no lels eagernefs than if their eternal

happinefs depended upon it. They took care to

make the belt enquiries they could into -the cauies

of all the former mifcarriages, in order the better

to avoid them ; and were very alliduoiis in finding

out perfons who had been employed in the pre-

ceding expeditions, that they might reap the be-

nefit of their experience.
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About the middle of November, 1524, Pizarro

embarked in anew Ihip, with 114 men, officers

included, and proceeded to an ifland, about five

leagues diftant from Panama, whence he failed to

the Pearl iflands in the midft of the ba}', where

he took in wood and water, with hay for 4 horfes

he had on board ; and then proceeded 100 leagues

to the fouthward, landed at Port Pinas, upon the

continent, on the fouth fide of the bay of Panama,
and endeavoured to penetrate into the country,

but the people having fled from their habitations,

and meeting with nothing but bogs and moun-
tains, without any profpeft of provi lions, he pro-

ceeded farther down the caaft ; but finding there

the feme inconveniences, and perceiving the rainy

feafon coming on, and that many of his men died

by ficknefs, fatigue and want of provifions, he fent

the Ihip to the Ille of Pearls, to procure frelh fup-

plies.

Mean while, Pizarro was joined by Almagro,
with two Ihips, and fixty recruits ; when notwith-

standing the unhealthinefs of the climate, they

continued on the coaft, and had many Ikirmilhes

with the natives, in one of which Almagro loft

an eye; but happening in fome of thefe excurlions

to meet with gold to' the value of 14,000 or 15,000
crowns, they refolved, in fpite of all the hazards

and difficulties they encountered, to proceed on
the enterprize ; to which they were encouraged by
their pilot, who, while they were on Ihore, had
run down as far as Cape Palfaro, under the equa-

tor, where he feized fome prifoners, who made
him fenfible that the treafures of Peru, greatly

furpaffed whatever had been reported of them.

When the pilot returned with this agreeable

newsj he found Pizarro greatly reduced ; all his

money being exhaufted, his men fick, and Alma-
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gro gone to Panama with the gold they had taken

to procure another reinforcement of troops and
provifions.

Almagro raifed forty recruits, and having pur-

chafed fome horfes, arms, clothes, provifions, and
medicines, returned to Pizarro, where the greateft

part of his men being ilck or dead, they removed
from that unhealthy part of the continent to the

ifland of Gallo, where having flaid about fifteen

days, they ran itill farther to the fouthward ; but
found the weather continue fo bad, and the coun-
try fo much under water, that Pizarro himfelf be-

gan to defpair of fuccefs ; and fo hot was the dif-

pute about continuing the enterprize, that the
two commanders were on the point of drawing
their fwords ; but at length it was agreed, that

they Ihould return to the ifland of Gallo, where
Pizarro was to remain with his men, until Alma-
gro went to Panama for recruits. Many of the
foldiers defired to go along with him ; but this

was abfolutely refufed ; and, as feveral of the fol-

diers had threatened to complain to the governor,

that fending them on this expedition was devoting
them to deftru6tion, great care was taken to pre-

vent their fending letters. However, one ofthem
found means to fend a paper, fubfcribed by mofl
of them, reprefenting their hardfhips, and delir-

ing to be recalled ; which was fo artfully inclofed

in a bottom of cotton yarn, that it efcaped the
vigilance of the officers, and came fafely to the

hands of the new governor ; for Pedrarias was
now removed from his government, and fucceeded
by Pedro los Rios, who was fo far from fuftering

^Imagro to raife more recruits, that he lent a mei-
fage with a commillary to the ifland of Gallo, to

bring back all the men who furvived.

The arrival of this fliip greatly mortified Pizar-

ro, who intreated the commifTary to allow fuch
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of the men to ftay with him as voluntarily chofe
it ; which being granted, he drew a line with the
point of his fword, and haranguing his men, told

them they were at liberty, if they thought fit, to

return to Panama ; but that he was grieved at the
thought of their now abandoning fo glorious a
profpe6t, when they were on the point of reaping
the reward of all their fufferings. That, for his

part, he would periih in the glorious undertaking
rather than defert it ; and thofe who voluntarily

ftaid, fliould fliare with him the treafures which
fell into his hands. He then defired thofe who
were willing to proceed, to come over the line

he had drawn. But fo great were the fufferings

of thefe poor men, that only thirteen men and a

mulatto came over; while the reft, embarking
with the commiiTary, returned to Panama.

Pizarro's affairs were now in a moft wretched
iituation, for he was not only deprived of the
hopes of performing any thing remarkable at pre-

fent, but had a very indifferent profpe6l with re-

fpe<5t to futurity. In this diftrefs, which he
'concealed in his own breaft, he retired with a few
daring fellows, who refolved to follow his defpe-

rate fortune, to the ifland of Gorgona for afupply
of water, and ftaid there till he was joined by Al-
magro, with a few volunteers, whom he had, with

fome difficulty, perfuaded to engage in this expedi-

tion.

With thefe men they left Gorgona, and failed

along the coaft till they found themfelves in 30
fouth latitude, having fpent about two years in a

voyage which, now the current and trade winds are

known, is performed in as many weeks. In this

paffage, however, they took feveral Indian veffels

of confiderable value, and obtained fuch intelli-

gence of the wealth of the coaft, that Pizarro re-

folved to fend Pedro de Candia, a man of good
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fenfe, and agreeable addrefs, to penetrate as far as

he could into Tumbez, in order to learn whether
the information he had received were true.

Pedro rendered himfelf agreeable to the In-

dians, and by his good condu6l was enabled to

execute his commillion in the completeft manner.
He returned fafe to Pizarro ; alTured him that the

country exceeded all imagination ; that the wealth

and fplendor of the people, and the grandeur of

their public edifices were incredible, and that

great art and fkill were vifible in thefe ftruftures,

which were fo rich, that the very walls were cover-

ed with gold and lilver.

Upon this report Pizarro called a council of his

people, when, after much deliberation, it v/as re-

folved to return to Panama, and being enabled to

give an account of the prodigious advantages to be

reaped from an expedition made in a proper man-
ner to Peru, it was to be hoped they iliould find

people who were willing to embark in fuch an
advantageous undertaking, and obtain fuch fup-

plies as would enfure their fuccefs.

However, failing a fev/ leagues farther along
the coaft, they made Payta, to which Pizarro

gave the name of Santa Cruz : and finding this one
of the befl: harbours they had obferved on the

coaft of Peru, they caft anchor, and going alliore,

found the natives extremely civil, and vv^illing to

take the trifles they had to give them, in exchange
for provifions. They weighed from this place,

leaving a Spaniard, named Alphonfo de Molina,
who had feparated from them on Ihore ; but foon

after returning, he came on board in one of the

floats of that country, and told them that he had
been entertained with great civility by a woman
of diftin6lion, who was very defirous of feeing

the fliip. Soon after, the fame woman fent other

floats to pilot them into a fafe part of the harbour.
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Upon which Pizarro fent Molina, with three other
gentlemen, to invite this Peruvian lady on board

;

and Ihe coming, he treated her in the moft ele-

gant manner his circumftances would admit. In

return, Ihe invited Pizarro on Ihore, and the next
morning at his landing, received him with a great

retinue, and condu<5ted him and his attendants to

an arbor ; where ilie entertained him at dinner,

and afterwards with feveral Indian diverlions.

It is pretended that Pizarro not only thanked
this Peruvian lady for her great civilities ; but
made her a long fpeech, in which he reprefented

the excellencies of the Chriftian religion, and the

errors of idolatry ; exhorting her and her friends

to fubmit to the king of Spain, the moft powerful

monarch upon earth ; and that the Peruvians an-

fwered in general terms, that they were fatisfied

with the religion of their anceftors, and knew of

none who ought to command their allegiance, but
their own lawful Inca ; but it does not appear

that Pizarro had yet any opportunity of learning

the Peruvian language.

However, the Spaniards returning on board,

failed back to Panama, where they arrived to-

wards the end of the year 1527, with feveral large

pieces of gold, three Indian boys whom Pizarro

intended to educate for interpreters, and fome
Peruvian Iheep. Thofe who had before ridiculed

this expedition as abfurd and ruinous, now con-

feiled their error, and w-ere defirous of partaking

of its advantages ; but Pizarro being oppofed by
the governor, who refufed to allow his levying

more men, and finding it neceflary that he fhould

be fupported by an authority fuperior to his own,

he, with the confent of his partners, embarked

for Old Spain, to folicit the Emperor's protections

and fuch powers as were neceflary for promoting

their fchemes.
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CHAPTER II.

Pizarro arrives in Spain, and meets with a favourable Reception

from Charles V. who grants him Commiffions and Powers for

purfuing his Conquefts. He returns to Panama, whence he

continues his courfe to St, Mathew's Bay, where he attacks

the defencelefs Indians without Provocation, which occafions

his being diftrefled for want of provifions. He lands at Tum-
bez, in fpite of the Inhabitants, who, being terrified at his

cannon and horfes, fly farther into the country, leaving be-

hind them immenfe riches, which are feized by Pizarro,

who builds a fort upon the coaft.

JlIZARRO arrived without any remark-
able accident at Seville, whence he proceeded to

the court of the emperor Charles V. where he met
with a very gracious reception, on his prefenting

his Majefty with fome Peruvians in their proper

habits, feveral gold and iilver velFels of the falhion

of the country, and two or three Peruvian flieep.

The Emperor took great pleafure in hearing him
relate the difficulties he had met with in his fearch

for Peru, and referred him to the council of the

Indies, who ordered him to proceed in the conqueft

of that Empire, as far as 200 leagues to the fouth-

ward of Tumbez, which is at the bottom of the

bay of Guiaquil. He alfo obtained the titles of

Governor and Captain General, with the offices of

Adelantado, or Lieutenant, and of Aiguazil Major
or Chief-Juftice of Peru, This was dire6fly con-

trary to his agreement with his partners ; he having
promifed to obtain the fecond of. thefe titles for

Almagro, and the laft for his pilot, who had ferv-

ed him with great fidelity and fkill. However^
VOL. I. 3 I
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he obtained for Ferdinando de Luques the title of
Protedlor General of the Peruvians, with the Em-
peror's proniife of recommending him to the Pope
to be made Bifhop of Tumbi^z, of which place

Alniagro was however nominated Governor, with

the title of Don ; his baftard fon was legitimated

;

befides, of the 13 men who remained with Pizarro

in his diftrefs on the ifland of Gallo, thofe who
were gentlemen, had the honour of knighthood ;

and fuch as were not^ were raifed to the rank of

gentlemen.

Thefe Commiffions were granted at Toledo on
the 26th of July 15^8, and iix Dominican Fryars

were ordered to go over with Pizarro, as miffiona-

ries to affift in the converfion of the Peruvians ; but

though the Fmperor hoped to obtain confiderable

advantages from this expedition, he did not ad-

vance a fingle piece of money for the fervice.

Pizarro having thus fettled the affairs which
brought him to Spain, paid a vifit to Truxillo,

the place of his bir^h, where helound that his father

had been many years married to a woman of a good
family, and had three fons grown up to man's ef-

tate, Ferdinand, Gonzalo, and Juan ; and that

his mother had been married to a farmer, by whom
fne had a fon named FranCiS Martin de Alcantara ;

thefe entered into his fervice, and, being greatly

beloved in the neighbourhood, made great dif-

patch in providing whatever he wanted; which
having effe6led, he embarked with them at Se-

ville, in the month of January, 1530, and fafely

arrived at Nombre de Dios, on the coaft of Terra,

Firma; from whence he marched with his people

over land to the city of Panama, where Almagro
was fo difgufted at his having engrofled all the

honour and authority himfelf, that he refufed to

affift him in the intended expedition, till Pizarro

promiied to relinquilh the title ofAdelaatado, and
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to give him an equal fliare in whatever they llioiild

acquire. bpOxH wh ch conceiiions Ahiiagio agreed

to adilt him as formerly j but though he, tor the

prefent, fmothered his reientment, yet h« never
heartily lorgave him.

Three (hips being prepared at Panama, on board
of which were 125 loidiers, 37 horles, with arms,

ammunition, and iiores, Pizarro fet fail from that

city ; but meeting contrary winds, he found it

impoiTible to keep the fea with his horles on board,

a.id therefore came to an anchor above one hun-
dred leagues to the northward of Tumbez, at a

place wttich he called St. Matthew's Bay. He
had here the inhiimanity to attack the natives

without the leaft provocation, and to make many
of them prifoners, when the reft flying into the

country, he plundered their towns, in which he

found immenfe treafures ; for thefe people, bemg
honeft themfelves, had no fufpicion of the Spa-
niards, and therefore took no care of hiding any
th.ng from them.

By this cruel conduct Pizarro foon became dif-

treifed for vant of provifions ; and ioling many of

his men by ficknefs, and tlie hardlhips they en-

dured in marching through bogs, and thickets of

mangroves, his forces were greatly dimin Ihed ;

befides many of his people contracted a kind of

d.forder, which they imputed to the water then
4rank being po^foned ; for their faces and bodies

were fuddeiiiy covered with warts, that were ex-

tremely pa nful, and when they were cut otf, f )nie

of the men bed to death. He now too ;ate per-

ceived his error, in not courting the friendihip of

the natives ; and being in no condition to make a

conqueft or' Peru with the torce.^ he iiad ieft, lent

back his ihips to Panama to raife more recrLsns,

He al o fent to the fame place 30 o.,o (j^elbes in

gold, With a gieat number of emciai-*s, ana mignt
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have fent many more, had it not been for the folly

of fome of his people, who were fo ftupid as to

break them in pieces with hammers, in order to

try if they were not as hard as diamonds.

Francis Pizarro refolved to continue in acfiion

till the arrival of his recruits, and, having, in

fome meafure informed himfelf of the ftate of the

country, thought he might take fome advantage
of the difputes which fubfifted betvveen the 'lum-
bezenes, and the inhabitants of Puna, a neigh-

bouring iiland, by making friends of the latter.

He therefore continued his march towards Tum-
bez, keeping the fea ftill in light, till coming
near the above iiland, he pafiTed over to it with his

men ; however, difagreeing with thefe iflanders,

he attacked and routed them. This he flattered

himfelf would have opened the way for his con-

trafting a clofe alliance with the Tumbezenes ;

becaufe finding 600 of the latter, with one of the

moft confiderabie perfons of the city, prifoners to

the inhabitants of Puna, he fent them to Tumbez
with three of his own people. But, if the Spanilh

writers are to be credited, the Tumbezenes had
the ingratitude and cruelty, to facrifice thefe three

men to their idols ; however, as Pizarro was ig-

norant of this circumftance, he ftill regarded the

Tumbezenes as his allies, upon whofe ailillance he
might conftantly depend.

In the mean time, Almagro fending Pizarro a

confiderabie reinforcement from Panama, and
Ferdinand de Soto, and other adventurers, ajfo

arriving with troops from Nicaragua, he thought
himfelf in a condition to carry on the war upon
the continent, cfpecially as he had fame reafon to

expert, that he fhould be flipported by the Tum-
bezenes. Accordingly, having provided a fuffi-

cient number of floats, he tranfported his troops

to Tumbez ; but loft fome of his men on his land-
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ing, fonie floats being overfet by the furf which

beat upon the iliore, and^ to his great furprize,

feveral of his people were attacked and cut off. by
his fuppofed fnends.

, The Spanifn writers have given different rea-

fons for this behaviour in the Tumbezenes: fome
relate, that the natives obferving that the Spa-

niards had enflaved the inhabitants of Puna, fub-

verted their religion and government, demoliihed

their temples, and every thing they held facred,

expected to be treated in the fame manner ; and
therefore thought themfeives obliged to oppofe
their landing. But others inform us, that while

the Spaniards were engaged in the reduction of

Puna, a very great alteration happened in the af-

fairs of the continent: Atahualpa, or, as he is

generally called, Atabaliba, had defeated the

tbrces of his brother Huefcar, the emperor, cut

in pieces moft of the inhabitants of Tumbez, and
the neighbouring provinces, for adhering to him,
and that the troops which oppofed Pizarro's land-

ing, where thofe detached by Atabaliba to that

province, in order to pepel the invafion of the

Spaniards.

But whatever were the motives of their oppoiing
the defcent of thefe ftrangers, they were thrown
intofuch confufion by the Spanifh horfe and artil-

lery, that they fled as the Spaniards advanced;
and, after feveral thoufands of them had been
flaughtered, were forced to abandon not only the

city and caftle, but even the whole valley of Tum-
bez, and to leave behind them ail their gold and
iilver plate, emeralds, pearls, and other rich fpoils

which lay heaped up in the temple of the Sun and
the Inca's palace, and were of fuch immenfe value,

that the Spaniards could fcarcely believe their

eyes, on their finding them fo fuddenly in their

poiTeiiion ; and fo great was the confternation o?
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the Inca Atabaliba, and his whole court, when the

fiig tjves related the flaughter made by the thun-

derer's ordnance, and the impoJiibiiity of efcaping

the Spanilh hories, that they concluded, if the Spa-

n^rirdo were not Gods, as they at firft conjedtured,

the/ were certainly devils, and that it was impcf-

froie for any human force to oppofe them,

Pjzarro foon received intelligence of the terror

he had fpread through the Inca's court, of which
he refolved to take advantage as foon as poffible ;

He, however, thought proper to defer his march,
till he had erected a flight fortrefs, that might
ferve him as a place of retreat and fecurity, and in

which the recruits he expe6led might be quarter-

ed. He accordmgly built one upon the fea-coaft,

and gave it the name of St. Michael. This was
performed in the year 1531, and was the tirft

Spanilh colony planted in Peru.

The forming of this fettlement was certainly

a very prudent ftep, and there was no place on
the whole coaft fo properly iituated for it as that

chofen by Pizarro. His next ftep was alfo the

wifeft he could poffibly have taken, for he made
an equal divifion oi all the gold and fiiver in his

^oiTiPCion, giving notes for it, payable at Panama,
to thofe who were to accompany him in the fature

conqueft, while he delivered to fuch as remained
behind in the new colony, their whole lliares

without abatement. By this eftablilhment he
plainly difcovered his intention to remain in the

country, which it was evident he could not do
but by force, and therefore the news of his erect-

ing a fortiiied town, and compelling the Indians

who lived near it to obey not only him, but the

meaneit of the Spaniards, foon fpread through
the whole Empire, and engaged the two brothers,

who were contending for the throne, to turn their

eyes upon thofe who might foon have the empire at
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theii* difpofal. But as the difpiites between thefe

two brothers proved their ruin, and the chief caufe

that brought this great empire under fubjeftion tq

the Spaniards, fotne account of the affairs of Peru
is neceirary to render this hiltory perfectly intelli-

gible.

CHAPTER III.

An account of the divifions in Peru at the time of Pizanro's dif-

covering that kingdom. Pizarro folicited for his affiftance by

the contending panics. Ferdinand Pizarro and Ferdinand Soto,

wait upon Atabaliba in quality of Ambaffadors, and meet with

a favourable reception. The Inca, attended by his army?

waits upon the Spanifli General; but is inhumanly attacked,

many of the foldiers murdered in cold blood, and himfelf taken

prifoner. He offers a ranfom for his life, which is accepted

;

but is afterwards bafely murdered under the form of law.

A HE Inca, or Emperor Guayanacapa was
a prince who diftinguiflied himfelf by his many
virtues; but being ambitious, and generally fuccefs-

ful in war, made feveral confiderable additions to

his dominions, and in particular fubdued the pro-

vince of Quito ; to confirm his title to which, he
married the daughter of the late Sovereign, and
by her had a fon called Atahualpa or Atabaliba,

to whom at his death he bequeathed the crown of

Quito, on account of its being independent of the

dominions of the Inca's, and its defcending to him
in right of his mother. But Huefcar Guayanacapa's
eldelt fon, who facceeded to his father's hereditary

dominions, infifted upon Atabaliba's furrendering

the kingdom of Quito, promi fuig, in return, to
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give him a fhare of his fathers treafures, and to

^iTign him lands for his fubfiftance. Atabaliba

refufed to confent to this propofal ; but offered to

pay homage to his brother Huefcar for the crown.
In confequence of this difpute both parties had

recourfe to arms, and a general engagement en-

fued which lafted for three days, and was as bloody
as it was obftinate. At length the forces of Ata-
baliba were defeated, and he himfelf taken prifon-

er ; but while the guards were immerfed m the

rejoicings and feftivals which followed the vi61ory,

he found means to break a hole through the wall

of the houfe wherein he was confined, by whxh
he made his efcape, and returned to his own fub-

je6ts, whom he found difpirited by their laft deteat.

He however foon revived their courage, by alFuring

them, that his father had appeared to him iii pri-

fon, and by changing him into a ferpent, had
given him an opportunity of Hiding through a

little hole in the wall.

A^-'hat to a fenfible people would appear ridicu-

lous, is, to a fuperftitious and credulous multitude

a miracle. This (lory inliantly fpread through
the whole Empire : the people in general took up
arms in his defence, and he had foon a larger body
of forces than ever. He now defeated two or three

armies that oppofed hira, levelled with the ground
the place where he had been imprifoned, and on
his arrival at Tumbez attempted to make himfelf

mafter of the ifiand of Puna, but without fuccefs ;

when leaving that iiland, he marched with all his

forces to give Huefcar battle, who was advancing

towardshim with a prodigious army. Atabaliba

hearing of his approach, fenttwo of his beft officers

with 3 or 4000 light armed troops to obferve his

brother's Itrength, who on their drawing near to

Huefcar's camp, ftruck out or the high road to

avoid being difcovered.
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At this very inftant Huefcar^ with fome of his

chief courtiers and principal officers, had retired

into the fame bye road to Ihun the noifc^ and buftle

of his army ; when Atabaliba's men obferving the

royal ftandard, laid hold of this opportunity of

putting a fpeedy end to the war, and immediately

attacking Heufcar, defeated his guards and made
him prifoner.

Thefe vi6lors were however foon in as much dan-

ger as the vanquiflied, forHuefcar's army being in-

formed of what had paifed, furrounded this handful

of men^ and threatened to cut them inftantiy in

pieces. In this extremity they told Huefcar, that

if he did not immediately order his army to retire,

they would cut off his head, after which they were
determined to die upon the fpot. At the fame
time they obferved, that he need be under no ap-

prehenfion from his confinement, fmce all Ataba-
liba required, was the permiffion to enjoy his own
kingdom of Quito, which being fecured to him, he

was too generous to detain him. On this Huefcar

ordered his principal officers to draw off their

forces to Cuzco, where the Incas kept their court,

and this command was immediately obeyed.

Things were in this fituation when Pizarro en-

tered Peru. He was firft folicited to alTift Huefcar ;

but anfwered in general terms that he was on his

march to affift the diftrefTed, and fee juftice impar-

tially adminii^ered. He was afterwards honoured
with a folemn embalTy from Atabaliba, to defire

his alliance and friendfliip. Upon which he

immediately refolved to vifit that prince at Caxa-

malca, where he then was. The Spaniards, in

their way thither, fullered extremely by marching
through a parched barren defert, that was about
20 leagues over, after which they entered into a

rich fertile country, where they ftaid to refrefh

themfelves, and then continued their journey,

VOL. I. 3 K
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The Spaniards were foon after met by other

ambafladors, who came to compliment Pizarro,

and to prefent him, in the name of the Inca, with

a pair of gold bufkins richly ornamented, and
bracelets of the fame metal, fet with emeralds,

which he was defired to put on, at his obtaining

an audience of Atabaliba, who, by feeing his owo
prefents, would eafily know him. Thele ambaf-

fadors alfo made him feveral other valuable prefents

and brought with them great plenty of provifions,

which were much wanted by the army.
The chief of this embafly was of the race of the

Incas, and behaved with great politenefs, which
the Spaniards attributed to fear, in which they

were certainly right, though they did not ftand in

awe of them fo much on account of their arms as

from a religious motive; for they fuperftitioufly

imagined that the Spaniards were the defcendants

of the Sun. For they had an old tradition, which
had been univeifally received, that the elder fon of

one of their Incas, who had lived many ages be-

fore, had feen a flrange kind of phantom who cal-

led himfelf Virachoca, or offspring of the Sun.

His drefs and appearance were intirely different

from that of the Peruvians, who have no beard,

and whofe clothes reached no lower than their

knees ; but this phantom had a long beard, a gar-

ment of a very unufual make, which reached down
to his feet, and he led in his hand an animal that

was abfolutely unknown to the young prince.

This fable was fo univerfally believed, and fo

firmly rooted in the minds of the Peruvians, that

they no fooner faw a Spaniard with a beard, his

legs covered, and holding his horfe by the bridle,

than they cried out, See there is the Inca Virachoca,

or the Son of the Sun. This opinion, joined to

the diffenlions between the two brothers, greatly

facilitated Pizarro's conquers.
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The Spaniards on their arrival at Caxamalca,
found that Atabaliba had retired to a place at a

fiiiali diftance. Upon which the general fent to

him his brother Ferdinand Pizarro and Ferdinand
Soto in quality of ambalTadors.

They were received with very great ceremony,
and immediately introduced into the royal pre-

fence, which ftruck the Spaniards with joy and
reverence; for not only the Inca, but all who were
with him, glittered with gold and jewels.

As foon as the Spaniards approached Atabaliba,

who was featcd in a chair of malTy gold, they
faluted him in the Spanifh fafhion ; with which ap-

pearing well pleafed, he arofe and embraced themj
and a golden chair being brought For each, they

fat and were ferved by two beautiful princefTes, in

velT'els of gold fet with emeralds. They had after-

wards a collation of fruit, which being over, Fer-

dinand Pizarro, by means of a wretched interpreter

brought from Puna, made a long fpeech, in which
he told the Inca, that Francis Pizarro, a famous
general, was come as ambailador from the High
Prieft of the Chriftian church, and from Charles

V. the moft potent emperor upon earth, to deliver

him and his iubje(Ss from the tyranny of thedevilj,

and to point out to him the right road to heaven.
To this the Inca they fuppofed made a pathetic re-

ply, as he drew tears from the eyes of thofe who
underftood him, and he concluded with telling

them that he would come the following day to hold

a perfonal conference with their general. They
could collect but little from his difcourfe ; and,

from the abfurd manner in which their interpreter

explained what the Inca had faid, they had reafon

to believe that he had received a very imperfe6l.

explanation of Ferdinand Pizarro's oration.

Francis Pizarro being informed of this intended

viilt, divided his cavalry, which amounted to ilxty
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men, into three troops of twenty each, and polled

them behind an old wall, that their fudden appear-

ance might have the greater efFe6l ; and having

put himfelf at the head of his infantry, which

amounted to only loo men, waited for the coming
of Atabaliba, who advanced in regular order with

his army, which was divided into four battalions,

confifting of 8000 men each ; and, as foon as they

drew near the Inca, addreffing himfelf to his

officers, faid, " Thefe people are mefTengers of
" the gods, let us be feen to do nothing to offend
*' them ; but, on the contrary, ufe our utmoft
" endeavours to gain them by civilities."

As he approached, Father Vincent de Valverda

advanced from the Spaniards, carrying in one hand
a crofs, and in the other his breviary. At his ap-

pearance, the Inca feemed much furprized ; but
received him with great refpeiSl, and ordered a chair

for him ; when the Father began a long difcourfe

which was tranflated by the above wretched inter-

preter ; while the Inca liftened very attentively to

his harangue; in which he gave an account of the

myfteries of the Chriftian faith, the power of the

pope, St. Peter's fucceffbr, and the univerflil

monarchy of the emperor Charles V. to which it

was necelTary thatthe Inca fliould fubmit, for other-

wife God would harden his heart, as he did Pha-

raoh's, and then the Spaniards were to infiidt upon
him all the plagues of Egypt.
As the Inca had never heard of thefe fubjedls,

this dilTertation muft have had all the appearance

of nonfenfe, yet it was rendered ftill more ridicu-

lous by its being delivered through a channel fo

defpicable and barbarous as Pizarro's interpreter.

However, the Inca made fome fort of reply, which
wys interpreted fo badly, that the prieft knew no
more of the emperor's meaning, than the emperor
did of his. Thus a fcene of confufion immediately
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tnhied, which was increafed by a tumult caufed by
fome Spaniards, whoobferving an Indian idol upon
a tower, richly adorned with gold, filver and pre-

cious ftones, their avarice would not fuffer them
to wait longer, and therefore they fell to plun-

dering it, in which they were at firft oppofed by
the Indians, till the laca, whofe command was to

them equal to a divine law, cried out. That they

fliould do nothing to offend the Children of the

Sun.

Father Vincent hearing thenoifeof this tumult,

turned about, and dropping his crofs and breviary,

ran in hafte to appeafe it, when fome of the per-

fidious Spaniards perceiving the crofs trampled
under foot, cried out, '^ An infult on Chriftianity,"

and inftantiy falling upon the Indians, committed
a moft dreadful flanghter, and the horfe fuddenly

appearing, bore down all before them ; the poor

Indians falling tame facrifices to their treachery,

without making the leaft reiiftance. Francis Pizarro

at this inftant putting himfelf at the head of the

horfe, advanced in perfon to feize Atabaliba, and
laying hold of his robe, dragged the Inca from the

chariot in which he fat on the fhoulders of his at-

tendants. At which inftant, one of the Spaniards

attempting to ftrike the emperor with his fword,

wounded Pizarro, which was all the Spanifli blood

fpilt at this fcene of ccol, mercilefs flaughter, in

which about 5000 Indians were inhumanly malTa-

cred, without attempting to ufe the weapons they
held in their hands; for they thought every com-
mand of the Inca, a part of their religion, and of

the divine law, though it was attended with the

lofs of their lives. Their principal attention was
fixed upon their prince, and many of them died,

while eagerly endeavouring to fupport his chariot,

to which the Inca clung while the cruel and trea-

cherous Pizarro dragged him from it This hap-
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pened on the 3d of May i5'33, a day keptfacred

by the Romiih chiuxh, in honour of finding the

crofs of Chnftj afcer its having been many years

buried.

When this horrid fcene was over, Pizarro caufed

the Inca to be conveyed to his own quarters, and
direiSed that the fpoils of the field lliouid be

brought to him, whrich confiited of large gold

and liiver vefieis, fine garments, jewels ai^d orna'

ments, belonging to the Inca, the royal famil}/,

and great ofticers. There were alfo taken many
of the women of quality, and fome of the confe-

crated virgins. That very day Pizarro impioufly

dire6ted, that thankfgivings to God Ihould be of-

fered, upon the very fpot where the earth was
covered with dead bodies of the poor Peruvians,

they had thus inhumanly murdered and plun-

dered.

The next day Pizarro fent a detachment of his

forces to plunder the Inca's camp, where he met
with an immenfe quantity of riches, though the

Peruvian generals are faid to have removed 3000
loads of gold and iilver before the Spaniards ar-

rived there. To induce the Indians not to carry

off or conceal any more of their treafures, Pizarro

caufed it to be proclaimed that the Inca was alive,

and that they were at liberty to come and wait

1.1pon him as ufual. Upon which, many of the

generals and great officers returned to Caxamaica

to attend their captive fovereign. He alfo caufed

the Inca's v\^omen to be brought to him, and dif-

fered him to be ferved in the fame manner as be-

fore his misfortunes, though he kept him in fet-

ters, at which the Inca could not forbear fome-

times (hewing his refentment.

Atabaliba obferving the infatiable thirft of the

Spaniards after gold and liiver, and being very

deiirous of liberty, made them an offer of filling a
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large room in the caftle of Caxamalca with thefe

metals, as high as an ordinary man could reach

his hand ; a propofal which amazed the Spaniards,

and which they gladly accepted. For this pur-

pofe he deiired that fome Spanifh officers might
be fent with his own people to Cuzco, and other

cities, to fetch the treafures depofited there, and
at the fame time, iffued his orders, that the Spa-

niards who were difpatched to thofe places Ihoiild

be hofpitably entertained in the countries through
which they palled, and receive all' the aiiifrance

his fubje^^s could give them.

In the mean while Aimagro, having inliiled

150 men, at Panama, had embarked Vv-ith them for

Peru, in order to reinforce Pizarro, but had been
obliged by contrary winds to land at Capa Fran-
cifco, where he was joined by another party of

the Spaniards, who were going to iliare Pizarro s

fortune ; by which means his whole body amount-
ed to between two and 300 ; but having loft by
ficknefs and fatigue 30 or 40 of his men, he at

length arrived at the Spaniili colony 01 St. Mi-
chel's, were he was informed that Pizarro bad
made the Emperor Atabaliba prifoner, and taken
pofleiiion of a vail treafure ; when fearing that
he would refufe him his dividend, he confulted
his officers, whether they fliould not proceed in

queft of fome new difcovery independencly of
Pizarro ; but a faithful account of this delibera-

tion being privately difpatched to Pizarro by AI-
magro's fecretary, he immediately fent feveral

obliging meiiages to Aimagro, to affure him of
his integrity, and to invite him to join him : at
the fame time, he let him know, that there were
fome people who endeavoured to fow divifions be-

tween them, and intreated him to be on his guard,
as that might end in the ruin of one or both of
themj as well as the defcruciion of their enter-
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prize ; and to fupport this advice, fent him the.

letter he had received from the fecretary, which
Alniagro no fooner fawj than he caufed him to be

hanged.

The report of Almagro's arrival increafed Ata-
baliba's folicitude about his liberty, for he wifely

judged, that the infolence of the Spaniards would
be augmented in proportion to their ftrength ; he
therefore haftened the bringing in of the treafure

he had offered for his ranfom, that he might ob-

tain his liberty before Pizarro was joined by Al-
magro ; but, another accident happened about
the fame time, which he apprehended might prove
ftili more fatal to him; for the Spanilh officers

who were fent with his people to Cuzco, happening
to pafs' through the town where Huefcar his bro-

ther was confined, went to fee him, and told him
what Atabaliba had offered for his ranfom ; when
that prince replied, that he had been unjuftly de-

pofed by his brother, who had no right either to

the empire or the treafures he had promifed ; and
that, as he had heard one principal defign of their

Coming, was to relieve the diftreiled, he did not

doubt but they would releafe him from his capti-

vity, and reftoie him to his throne, which he

would not only mod gratefully acknowledge, but

would give them more treafure than it was in the

power of the ufurper to beftow ; for his loyal fub>

je61:s had buried moft of their gold and filver on
his being made prifoner, but would readily pro-

duce it again, and pay it for his ranfom.

Pizarro 's mellengers liftened to his overtures,

and promifed the Inca that juftice (hould be done

him ; but, however, left that prince in prifon,

and continued their journey to Cuzco. Mean
wliile Atabaliba being informed of thefe overtures

refolved to put his brother to death ; but reflect-

ing that the Spaniards might make this a pretence
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for taking away his own life, he refolved to found
Pizarro's inclinations upon the fubject ; which he
did by informing him, with the appearance of
much affe61:ion and concern, that his brother had
been murdered. But finding that Pizarro was
not at all moved at this news, and only replied,

that this was the fortune of war, and that the lives

of captives were at the conqueror's difpofal, he
difpatched an exprefs for putting Huefcar to death,

and his orders were immediately executed ; but
in what manner is ftill doubtful : fome affirming,

that he was drowned, and others that his body was
cut into fmall bits, to prevent his fubje61s from
paying the ufual honours to his corpfe. However,
it is reported, that when the murderers came
into Huefcar's prefence, and let him know their

bulinefs, he expreffed himfelf to them in the fol-

lowing terms ;
" It is true, my reign is but Ihort ;

'^ but the perfon by whofe orders I am put to
" death, who was born, and ought to have con-
" tinned my fubje6t, will not long enjoy that
*' power which he endeavours to purchafe at
*' the expence of the blood of his brother and
**^ lawful prince."

His death was no fooner known than the Peru-

vians made great lamentations, and cried to Heaven
for vengeance on his murderers. It is even faid,

that fome defired the Spaniards to revenge it.

Mean while the officers who were fent to Cuzco
were, on their arrival there, adored by the people

as the true defcendants of the Sun ; but they foon

perceived that they ought to deduce their original

from a bafer fountain, and they were affli6^ed to

find that fo profligate a race of men^ who trampled

upon every thing they held facred, and whofe
avarice feemed to exceed all bounds, fhould become
the mafters of their country, and from that time

they meditated how they might throw of the in-

VOL. L 3 L
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tolerable yoke they perceived the Spaniards were
about to lay upon them. They durft not, however
difobey the commands of Atabaliba, but having

amalTed a confiderable quantity of treafure, they

fent it to Caxamalca, probably with a view of af-

ferting their liberties to greater advantage when
they fliould have procured their Inca's releafe.

Pizarro being informed that a great quantity of

gold, filver, and emeralds, was lodged in the
temple of the Invifible God, he difpatched his

three brothers thither with the Peruvian officers

deputed by Atabaliba; but the priefts of his deity

being informed that fome of their temples had
been ruined by the Spaniards, endeavoured to pre-

vent the like misfortune, by fending away 400
carriers loaded with gold, filver, and jewels, be-

fore the Spania!rds arrived, which were either bu-

ried in the earth, or carried to fuch a diftance

that the Spaniards could never difcover them.

—

Ferdinand de Pizarro, however, found as much
plate in this temple as amounted to 9000 crowns,

belides what was embezzled by the foldiers.

Almagro being by this time advanced into the •

neighbourhood of Caxamalca, Pizarro went out to

meet him, and received him with all poflible

marks of afFe6lion and efteem, offering him fuch

fliare of the fpoil as made him perfe6lly eafy. But
his foldiers, who expedted to divide the booty with

thofe who had ferved under Pizarro, were ready to

mutiny on their being told, that they were en-

titled to no part of it ; but they were foon appeaf-

ed by Pizarro's agreeing to diftribute 100,000 du-

cats among them. The reft of the plunder, after

the emperor's fifth was dedu<5ted, was divided by
Pizarro among his officers and foldiers ; and it is

faid, that after he had referved the Inca's golden
chair for his own ufe, he diftributed as much gold

and filver plate among the foldiers, as amounted
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to above 1,500,000 crowns; which, conlidering

the value of gold and filver at that time, was
more than 15',000,000 of crowns now. But, as

large as this fum appears in round numbers, it

will yet be found more extraordinary and fur-

prizing, if we conlider among how fmail a num-
ber it was divided*.

Ferdinand Pizarro was now chofen as the fitteft:

perfon to go to Europe, and wait on the Emperor
Charles V. with his (hare of the treafure ; when
about 60 of the private men infifted upon their dif-

charge, that they might go home, and peaceably

enjoy the wealth they had obtained ; but this was
violently oppofed by Almagro, and moll of the

council, who alledged it would greatly weaken
their little army. But Francis Pizarro over- ruled

this oppofition, by obferving, that nothing could

be more political than allowing them to return

home ; for as the meaneft foldier would depart fo

very rich, they might be certain of gaining ten

men for every one they loft.

Ferdinand Pizarro, before his departure, went
to take his leave of Atabaliba, with whom he was
in greater efteem than any of the Spanifli officers

:

the Emperor therefore was much concerned at his

departure, and faid " My lord, you are going home,
'* which is certainly matter of joy to you, though
*' it fills me with grief; for I already apprehend,
'^ that, before your return, the man with one eye,
'^ meaning Almagro, and the other with the great
" belly, which was the King's treafurer, will put
*' an end to my life : let us then take our laft fare-

'^ well."

* It appears from good memoirs, that upon this divifion, each

horfemen had to fliare near 2000 ounces of gold, and the meaneft

foldier the value of aoool. fterling, and that even fome of the loot

had twice that fum.
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His conje6lure was indeed juft, for the Spaniards

who had been fent for the reft of Atabaliba's ran-

fonij making a report of the prodigious quantities

of gold they had brought, and tiie reafons they

had for believing that much greater were concealed,

Almagro gave it as his opinion, that they fhould

wait no longer, but difpatch the Inca, and then

make as much hafte as poffible to get into their

pofTeffion all the gold in Peru ; a cruel refolution,

which, though Francis Pizarro at firft feemed to

rejeft with horror, he afterwards gave it his ap-

probation, on account of his being treated with

fome degree of contempt by Atabaliba, and his

giving a vifible preference to other officers in the

Spanilh army, the reafon of which is very lingular,

and cannot fail of giving pleafure to the judicious

reader.

Atabaliba was a prince of great penetration, and
thereibre laboured to obtain as perfe6ta knowledge
as poffible of the manners, cuftoms, and abilities

of the Spaniards, in order that he might be the

better able to deal with them, if, upon the pay-

ment of the fum propofed for his ranfom, they

lliould a6lually reftore him to liberty. What par-

ticularly puzzled him, and feemed moft unac-

countable, was their having the art of Vv'riting and
reading ; he not being able to comprehend whether
it was a natural endowment, or was acquired by
labour and application. In order to obtain fatis-

faftlpn, he allied one of the Spanifh foldiers, whe-r

ther he could exprefs the name of God upon his

thumb-nail : the man readily anfwered that he
could, and accordingly wrote it ; after which the

Inca went to feveral of the captains and foldiers,

and fhcwing them his thumb-nail, allied if they
knew what that mark lignified? and from their

anfwers, began to entertain an opinion, that
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reading and writing were natural to the nation ;

but Francis Pizarro falling in his way, he alked

him the fame queftion, when being able neither to

read nor write^ he blufhed and turned away with-

out refolving the queftion j which not only changed
Atabaliba's opinion, with refpe6l to thefe accom-
plifhments, which he now plainly faw were the

fruits of education ; but gave him a very low
. opinion of the general, whofe original he was per-

fuaded muft have been but mean,,lince he was in

this refpe(5t exceeded in knowledge by the pooreft

of his foldiers.

His contempt for Pizarro, however, laid the

foundation of his ruin, which was completed by
the villainy of the wretched interpreter already

mentioned, who, falling in love with one of Ata-
baliba's wives, that monarch was fo incenfed, that

he let Pizarro know, that the fellov/ defervcd

to be put to death, which the general turned into

jeft. Upon this the interpreter refolved to be
revenged, and accufed the Inca of contriving the

deftru<51:ion of the Spaniards, when the general
ordered that this wild and ridiculous flory Ihould

be digefted into a formal accufation ; commiffioners
were appointed to try Atabaliba, and the fol-

lowing charge v.'as with great formality brought
againft him. That the late Inca being his eldeft

brother and lawful fovereign, and himfelf a baftard,

he had caufed him to be depofed and imprifoned,

and afterwards ufurped his throne. That he had
caufed his faid brother to be murdered. That Ata-
baliba was an idolater. That he caufed his fubjefta

to facrifice men and children. That he had raifed

unjuft wars, and been guilty of the blood of many
people^ That he kept a great many concubines.
That he had exa6led taxes and tribute of the Pe-
ruvians, lince the Spaniards were become in pof-

feffion of his country, and had even confumedand
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embezzled the public treafure ; and that he had in-

cited the Indians to rebel and make war againft the

Spaniards fince he had been, their prifoner.

Upon thefe abfurd and ridiculous articles, this

Sovereign Prince was tried, in the midft of his

own dominions, by the invaders of his country ;

and, what ftill adds to the abfurdity, was tried,

not by the laws of Peru, or by the law of nations

eftabliihed by any country, but by thofe of Spain ;

and being found guilty, was condemned to be

burnt alive.

However, in juftice to the reft of the Spaniards,

it ought to be obferved, that almoft all the per-

fons of family and diftinftion in the army declared

againft this vile proceeding, and even delivered

a proteft in writing againft it.

Father Vincent, after being concerned in this

mock fhew of juftice, undertook the Inca's con-

verfion ; and the argument he ufed to induce him
to be baptized, was worthy of fuch a preacher.

He promifed, that if he would die a Chriftian,

inAead of being burned, he Ihould be only ftrang-

led, which had the defired effect, and, to the

eternal diftionour of all who were concerned in

this iniquitous proceeding, he was baptized in

the evenmg, and ftrangled the next morning.

There are fome who have pretended, though

without any proof, that the Indians infifted upon
Atabaliba's death, to retaliate that of his brother

Huefcar ; but it appears that there is not the leaft

foundation for fuch an alTertion ; for after Hue-
fear's death, Atabaliba was univerfally acknow-

ledged as the lawful Inca throughout the whole

Empire ; and, on his being murdered by the

Spaniards, the Peruvians began every were to

a6l ofFenfively againft them, which they had never

done before.



BY FRANCIS PIZARRO. 4J5

CHAPTER IV.

The divided ftate of Peru, after the Inca's death. Several Spa-

niards killed in an ambufli, and fome prifoners taken, who
were fet at liberty upon very generous conditions. Manca
Capac acknowledged Inca of Peru. Pedro de Alverado en-

ters Peru with an army, but is prevailed upon to retire to his

government in Mexico. Pizarro lays the foundations of the

cities of Lima and Truxillo. Almagro aflumes the govern-

ment of Cuzco ; but is perfuaded to refign it.

JL HE events that followed the death of the

Inca Atabaliba, plainly Ihew that human nature

is the fame in all countries and climates^ and that

whilft fome are a(5luated by principles of honour
and love to their country, others regulate their

condu6t by views of ambition. Rumnavi, one
of Atabaliba's generals who had retired from
the bloody ilaughter at Caxamalca, with the

rear-guard of his army, feized upon the province

of Quito, and no fooner heard of his Sovereign's

death, than he cut to pieces fuch of his officers

as he beheved firmly attached to his late matter

;

while Quifquis, another of his generals, who had
been Huelcar's executioner, attempted, with a

ft ill larger army, to fecure part of the province

of Cuzco ; yet had fo little bravery, that he fled

before a handful of Spaniards who were fent in

purfuit of him, but a few of thefe pulhing too

far, and falling into his hands, he caufed them to

be put to death.

This general, juftly apprehending that it would
be impoffible for him to maintain himfelf againft
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the Spaniards, contrived to get into his power, a
younger brother of the Inca's, whofe name was
Pallu, whom he perfuaded to take the title of em-
peror ; but this young prince difcovered a greatnefs

of foul worthy of the higheft praife, and generoufly

told Quifquis, that he fcorned to derive that

authority from the mifery of the empire, which he
could not hope for in better times, and efteemed it

far more honourable to be thought a good man,
than a bad monarch; which had fuch an efFe6t

upon Ouifquis, that though he had this prince in

his power, he allowed him to retire. Whereupon
he went to Francis Pizarro, and told him that the
true heir of the empire was his eldeft brother

Manco Capac, and that if, as he pretended, he
propofed to do juftice, and to protect thofe who
had right on their fide, he ought to declare in

favour of that prince, who had already a good
army, and who, with the affiftance of the Spa-
niards, would infallibly reftore the lullre of the

imperial diadem.

We can fcarce form an idea of a country in a
worfe fituation than Peru was now in, or a nation

in greater diftraftion than its inhabitants. They
were difpirited with fuperllitious fears of the Spa-

niards, which prevented their confidering their

own llrength ; and, on the other hand, were
divided into different factions, headed by different

princes, at a time when union alone was abfolutely

neceffary for their prefervation. Pizarro, after

having gratified his refentment, thought fit to

treat the corpfe of Atabaliba with the refpedt due
to a fovereign prince ; he celebrated his funeral

with great folemnity, and went into mourning for

him ; but he foon difcovered how deteftable this

murder rendered him in the opinion of the natives.

The two factions inftantly united againft him under

Manco Capac, the brother and Heir of Huefcar,
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who was proclaimed Iiica at Cuzco. Upon which
Pizarro prochiimed Toparpa, the fon of Atabaliba ;

caufed him to wear the imperial coronet ; to be

treated with the fame honours as his father, and
ifFiied fuch orders in his name as were for the in-

tereft of the Spaniards. This emperor, however,

died foon after; when Pizarro imagining that no-

thing could eftablifh the dominion of the Spaniards

in Peru, more than his obtaining pofTeffion of

Cuzco its capital, he began his march thither with
all his forces, which confifted of near 400 men,
befidesfuch as were ftiled confederate Indians.

Meanwhile Atauchi, brother to Atabaliba, hav-

ing collected a large quantity of treafure, to pur-

chafe his brother's ranfom, brought it to Caxa-
malca; but finding Atabaliba murdered, and the

Spaniards marched from thence, refolved to be

revenged, and joining his forces with fome Peru-

vian generals, furprized the Spaniards upon their

march to Cuzco, killed fome of them, and took

feveral prifoners, among whom was Sanco de

Cueller, who had drawn up the procefs againft

Atabaliba, and attended his execution. With
thefe prifoners the Indian generals returned to

Caxamalca, where they caufed De Cueller to be

ftrangled on the very fpot where the emperor was
put to death ; but being informed that fome of the

other prifoners had protefted againft the Inca's

murder, they not only fpared their lives^ but or-

dered the wounded to be cured, and difmifled them
with confiderable prefents, on their figning the

following articles. That all a(5ts of hoftility Ihould

be forgiven on both fides. That, for the future,

peace Ihould be inviolably maintained between the

Peruvians and the Spaniards. That the former

fhould allow Manco Capac to afcend the throne of

Peru. That fuch Indians as they held in chains

Ihould be fet at liberty. That for the future, no
VOL. I. 3 M
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Peruvian fliould be loaded with fetters, and that

the Spaniards ftiould not treat them as Haves but

as freemen, and be allowed to entertain Peruvians

as hired fervants. That tlie laws of their country

fnould be inviolably obferved, that were not re-

pugnant to thofe or Chriftianity ; and that this

treaty fliould be ratified by the Spanifli general and
his foverei.gn the emperor of Germany. The
Spaniards infifted on having the free cxercife of

their religion, on having land affigned them for

their fubiiftence, and free liberty of trade, without

paying any taxes. All which were granted them.
But, reafonabie and generous as thefe articles

were, on the lide of the Indians, Pizarro and Al-

magro pofitively refufed to ratify them, and w^ould

hear of nothing but an abfolute fubmiffion of their

country and perfons to the will of the Spaniards;

and therefore continuing his march towards Cuzco,
was again attacked at fome difficult paffes in the

mountains, by feveral parties of Peruvians : but

finding themfelves unable to refift their fire-arms

and horfes, they fled to the capital, declaring that

it was in vain for any human force to oppofe the

Spaniards, who were armed with thunder and
lightning ; upon which the inhabitants of Cuzco
fled with their wives and children, and what was

mod valuable to them, to the woods and moun-
tains. Pizarro entered the city without oppofition,

in October i^;^^, and though the citizens had time

to carry off their goods, met with an immenfe
treafure; and, as it was thecuftom of the country

to bury with their great men the bell part of the

riches they pofreffed, thefe conquerors, who made
no difficulty in rifling fepulchres, found as much
wealth in the tombs, as in the habitations of the

living ; whence the plunder of the city has been

computed to amount at leall to the full value of

Atabaiiba's ranfom.
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PIzarro having now made hinifelf rnafter of the
capital, tiiought tit to invite the inhabitants to re-

turn to their dwellings, as he jiiftly concluded that

if the people were rendered defperate, the whole
power of the empire might allenible againil him.
The Indians accepted this invitation, and returned

to their houfes, and even the Inca made Ibme over-

tures, intimating that he would be content to

embrace the Chriftian religion, and hold his

dominions of the emperor of Germany, provided
that neither he nor his fubjefls fnould for the

future be molefted cither in their perfons or eilates.

When Pizarro giving him all poilible encourage-

ment, he came in perfon to Cuzco, where he was
proclaimed Inca, and inveiled with that dignity

in the fame manner as his predecedbrs, Pizarro at

the fame time agreeing to obferve the articles

already mentioned.
The Spaniards indeed found themfelves under

the neceility of taking thefe pacific meafures, from
their receiving intelligence that all the fouthern

provinces of Peru were airembling againil them,
in behalf of the Inca Manco Capac, and from Pi-

zarro 's knowing that Rumnavi, Quifquis, and other

Peruvian generals had taken pofeiiion of Quito,

which had a little before obliged Pizarro to fend

a coniiderable detachment under the command of

Sebaftian Balancazar to reinforce the colony at St.

Michaels's and to make head againil the Peruvian
Generals in Quito.

Balancazar, upon his arrival at St Michael's,

found a large reinforcement of volunteers, come
from diiferent parts of the Spanifn fettlements in

order to obtain a Ihare in the riches of Peru, and
out of thefe he chofe 120 foot and 80 horfe, whicli

he incorporated into his army, and then marhed
direftly towards Quito, to make himfelf maiter

©f the riches of the late Emperor, nioft of which



460 CONQUEST OF PE-Rt^,

remained there. The Indian General who com-
manded in that province^ did all that lay in his

power to harrais and fatigue the Spanifli army,

without coming to a decifive aftion ; but finding

that Belancazar continued to advance dire6lly to-

wards the capital, he caufed all the late emperor's

riches to be brought into the hall of the palace,

and then fetting fire to it, abandoned the city.

While Francis Pizarro and his officers were thus

employed in the redu6tion of feveral provinces of

the empire, they were fuddenly interrupted by an
unexpected invafion of their countrymen. Don
Pedro de Alverado, who had diftinguifhed himfelf

with Cortes in the conqueft of Mexico, hearing of

the vaft wealth obtained by thefe adventurers, was
refolved to come in for a fhare ; and being polTelTed

of the province of Guatimala, he fitted out feveral

Ihips ; and, to increafe his ftrength, feized two
velTels more that were actually fitting out in one
of the ports of Nicaragua for the fervicc of Pizarro,

and on board thefe ihips he embarked 500 horfe

and foot, which were as good troops as any in

America. With this force he landed at Puerto
Vejo, but endured great hardlhips in his voyage.

He then croflTed a part of the Andes near the

equator, in which expedition his army alfo fuffered

greatly ; but after lofmg 60 of his men by the cold-

nefs of the weather, he arrived in the neighbour-
hood of St. Michael's, where he refrelhed his troops,

and was preparing for continuing his progrefsinto

the heart of the country ; but was met in the val-

ley of Riobamba, by a large body of troops fent

hy Pizarro, under the command of Almagro, who
had joined Balancazar. A battle now feemed almoft

inevitable ; but Alverado forefeeing the confequen-
ces that mull attend an action, let victory remain
on either fide^ willingly entered into a negotiation

;

and a private treaty was ligned between them, hy



BY FRANCIS PiZARRO. 46I

which Alverado agreed to return to his own go-

vernment, in conlideration of his being paid one
hundred thoufand pefoes of gold to defray the ex-

pence of fitting out his fleet ; and promifmg never

to attempt an invaficn of Peru during the lives of

Pizarro and Almagro. It uas a!fo ftipulated that

each party (liould be left at liberty to purfue their

feparate difcoveries^ for their own advantage ; by
which means Alverado provided for fuch of the

people as defired to remain in Peru. Things being

thus amicably fettled;, Alverado and Almagro
joined their forces, in order to march to Cuzco to

procure Pizarro's ratification of the treaty.

It is neceilary to obferve, that the peace be-

tween the new Inca and Pizarro was concluded

after Almagro had marched from Cuzco, and con-

fequently he was at this time entirely ignorant of

it, and that the coniirmation of it, had not yet

reached Quifquis, who was encamped near Caxa-

malca, and waited in expe6tation of hearing it

confirmed, with a good army, which he was then

ready to difband, and therefore retired as the Spa-

niards advanced ; but the two generals feeing fo

numerous a body of forces, thought proper to at-

tack them, and at firft gained conliderable advai>

tage ; for Quifquis had not the leaft fufpicion that

they would come to an engagement. However,
he fecured a retreat to fome neighbouring rocks,

the fi:eep accelTes of which he defended with un-

daunted courage, and rolled down huge ftones

with fuch fuccefs as to kill feveral of the allailantSj

and particularly the horfe. In this manner he

defended himfelf till night, when he retired to

the hills, but his rear being attacked the next day
on the banks of a river, maintained a wery diffi-

cult pafs for many hours, and fecured a lafe re-

treat to the mountains, v.hence in a few days he

made a fally with pretty good fuccefs; for though
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he had a confiderable lofs^ his hopes were kept
alive by his having killed above 50 Spaniards.

Pizarro being informed oF theie tranladtions, re-

folved to prevent Alverado's vifit, for he was a

little doubtful whether the fight o'i Cuzco, and the

rich country about it, might not revive Alverado's

ambition. On his arrixal at Caxamalca, he had
an interview with the Indian chiefs, in which he
informed them of the treaty concluded with the

Inca MdRco Capac and himfelf, and put an end to

thefe feuds, by affliring them that his countrymen
had been entirely ignorant of it, promifing that

from thenceforward all hoftilities lliould ceafe.

He afterwards met Alverado, in the valley of Pa-

cha Camac, embraced him with the appearance of

great afFe^ion, and not only agreed to perform the

articles ftipulated by Almagro, but made him a
prefent of 20^000 pefoes of gold more, for the ex-

pences of his journey in coming to meet him, be«

lides a great number of emeralds, turquoifes, and
vellels of gold curioufly wrought for his own pri-

vate vSe, and ordered all his officers during his

ilay to look upon him as their commander.
Alverado, after he had fufficiently refted and

refreflied himfelf, took his leave of the two ge-

nerals, highly fatisfied both with the treatment he

had met with, and the treafures he had acquired.

Almagro then went back to Cuzco, while Pizarro

ftaid behind to fearch for a proper place for found-

ing a new city, which he at length built on thefea

coaft on the banks of the little river Lima, in 12

degrees 30 minutes fouth latitude, 120 miles weft of

Cuzco. The firft ftone was laid on the 6th of Ja-

nuary 1534, and from its being the feaft of Epi-

phany, he called the town Villa de los Reyes, or

the City of Kings. This place is now the capital

of Peru, and is known by the name of Lima.
Pizarro having fettled fome of his people here^
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divided the neighbouring lands among them, and
afligned a number of Indians to perform their

drudgery, which they juftly confidered as a very
great hardiln'p. He then proceeded along the coalt

of the South Sea to a place about 300 miles farther

north, where he ibunded another cit}^, which,

from the place of his birth, he called Truxillo.

While Francis Pizarro was employed in building

this laft city, he received advice, that his brother

Fei'dinand had in a great meafure fucceeded in his

negociation at the court of Spain, having procured
for him the title of Marquis delos Atabillos, with

the revenues of that province, and a large increafe

of territory, Vvhich was to bediftinguiflied by the

name of New Caltile ; that he had alfo obtained

for Almagro the poft of marlhal of Peru, and a

government 200 leagues in extent to the fouthward
of the country affigned to the marquis Pizarro

;

but as to his demand of the vaflalage of 20,000
Indians, the emperor refufed to grant it him, till

he was informed of the cultoms of the country,

and what confequences might proceed from it,

when he would (hew him all the favour in that

particular that was confiftent with juilice.

Some account of thefe affairs reaching Almagro,
before any authentic advices had arrived, he laid

afide the title of Pizarro s lieutenant, and alfumed
that of Governor of Cuzco, under the pretence of

its being out of Pizarro's jurifdi6f!on, which he
maintained was only 200 leagues from the line,

but being oppofed by Pizarro's brothers, Juan and
Gonzalo, the difpute arofe to fuch a height, that

fome Ikirmiflies enfued, in which feveral lives were
loft. Pizarro foon heard the news of thefe diflen-

tions, while he was at Truxillo, when feeing the
neceffity of his prefence, he left all his Spanifh

followers to proceed with the fettlement of his
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new colony, and committed himfelf, without any
attendants, to the care of the Indians, who car-

ried him in a hammock on their Ihoulders, and re-

lieving one another at proper flages, travelled

with fuch expedition, that he reached Cuzco before

there was the leaft fufpicion of his approach. He
foon convinced Almagro of his error; told him,
that if on the arrival of their commiffions from
Spain, he iliould diflike what was allotted him, he
would divide with him the government oF Peru,

and at the fame time alfo laid, that though the

territory to the fouthward of Cuzco called Chili,

was by all accounts richer in gold and filver, he
would confent to his marching at the head of the

beft part of their united forces to difcover and ob-
tain the poUelfion of it.

As the affiftance of the Peruvians was ft ill ne-

ceiFary to the Spaniards, they endeavoured to keep
fair with them, 3'et at the fame time awed them
with troops in different places ; they ftrengthened

Balancazar at Quito, and a large body marched to

the north-eaft to reduce fome provinces bordering

on the iramenfe ridge of moimtains called the

Andes, and thus fliev^ed that they were far from
intending to perform the agreement they had made
with the Peruvians.
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CHAPTER V.

Aimagro fets out with a powerful army of Spaniards and Peru-

vians to conquer Chili; but lofes many of his men, and fufr

fers dreadful hardfliips in palling the Cordilleras. He abandons

Chili in order to take upon himfelf the government of Cuzco,

which is attacked by the Indians. The Inca difbands his forces

and retires to the mountains ; while the city of Cuzco is fur-

prized by Aimagro, who gains feveral advantages over Pizarro,

but afterwards concludes a treaty with him, which being broken

by Pizarro, a bloody battle is fought, in which Aimagro is

taken prifoner, and afterwards tried, condemned and executed.

x\.LMAGRO having refolved upon his

fouthern expedition, the Inca Manco, in hopes of

obliging the Spaniards, affifted him with 15,000

men, under the condu6l of his brother Paullu,

and Villachuma, or as he is called by the Spanifh

hiftorians Villahoma. With this body of men
Aimagro began his march in the year 1535, and
proceeded fouthwards as far as the province of

Charcas, which he flighted as not worth keeping, on

account of its being a barren and inhofpitable

country.* In this province Aimagro was informed

of two palTages into Chili, both of them attend-

ed with extraordinary difficulty, the one being

through a hot fandy defert, where his people muft

be prepared to encounter the feverefl: attacks of

heat and thirft, the other lying over prodigious

* Charcas has, however fince proved the mod valuable of all

the Spanifti acquilitions, as it contains the rich mountains of

Potofi, from whence more filver has been brought into Europe,

than from any Other mines hitherto difcovered.
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mountains covered with fnow, fo craggy and fteep

as fcarce to admit of being climbed, and fo intenfe-

ly cold as to be impafTabie, except at one feafon of

the year.

Ahnagro conlidering that the latter was the

fhorter road, and that cold, however Iharp, was
more fupportable to European conftitutions than
excedive heat, chofe that palfage, and perfifted in

his refbkition, in fpite of the reprefentations of

Pauliu and the Indians: but he had foon reafon to

repent of his obftinacy , for his men being obliged

to remove the fnow with their hands, made Ihort

journies, foon confumed their provifions, and were

reduced to inconceivable diftreiTes, fo that he loft

above 10,000 Peruvians, and 150 Spaniards, ex-

ciufive of fuch as efcaped with the lofs of their

fingers and toes, though the Spaniards were very

warmly clothed. They alfo loil all or the greateft

part of their baggage. However they, at length,

after a tedious march of 600 miles, arrived in

Capayapu, fubjeft to the Inca of Peru, where

through PauUu's influence they where cheerfully

entertained, and the inhabitants not only brought
them plenty of provifions, but being informed

of their love of gold made them prefents to the

amount of 5000 ducats.

Almagro found Pauliu 's authority of great

fervice to him in his progrefs, for on his account
he was received in many places with much cordia-

lity, and oppofed only in few, fo that he might
eafily have eftablilhed colonies in very advan-
tageous lituations, had not a kind of infatuation

direfled all his views towards Cuzco, were, not-

withftanding the late treaty he was refolved to

rule, affirming from the commiffion which he

had now received from the King of Spain,

that this city fell within his jurifdiftion. This

commiffion was brought him by Ruis Diaz and
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Juan de Harada^ who joined him with recruits

from Cuzco, atter having paired the Cordilleras,

the road Almagro himfell had taken, and which, as

it was then fummer, he palled with little fatigue.

Notwithftanding Aimagro's receiving thele re-

cruits, he abandoned all his views upon Chili, and
began his march to the northward, when his army
being terrified at the remembrance of the dif-

trefTes they had endured in palling the Cordilleras,

abfoiutely refufed to return by the fame road they

came. Upon which he was obliged to take his

route through the defert, where he was told by
the Indians, that there was no water, but what
was to be met v/ith in ftanding pools, corrupted
by the heat of the fun, and even thefe at eighteen

or twenty miles diftance from each other. To
remedy thefe inconveniences, leathern bottles

were made to carry the water, and parties of In-

dians difpatched before the army to drain the pits

of that which was ftagnated, and leave the frelh

at liberty to rife : expedients that were of vaft uf^,

and enabled them to pafs thefe barren trafts with

much lefs difficulty than was at firfl; imagined.

In the mean while the Peruvians who marched
with Almagro, grew difcontented at the ill ufage

they met with from the Spaniards, and complained

to each other of their barbarity. None had a

greater Ihare of thefe conferences than the inter-

preter fo often mentioned, who at length engaged
in a plot again ft Aimagro's life; but refledfaig

on the danger to which he was expofed, endea-

voured to lecure himfelf by flight. He was however
taken, and then informed againft the Inca Pau iu

as being the principal perfon in the plot ; but

this being inconfiftent with that Prince's general

behaviour, Almagro caufed the interpreter to be

put to the torture, when he confelTed the falfliood

of his accuflition, and at the fame time acknow-
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ledged, that by falfe fuggeftions he had contributed

to take away the life of Atabaliba. On which ac-

counts he fuffered an ignominious death.

At this time affairs were in great confufion

in Peru ; the Inca Manco had now loft all con-

fidence in the Spaniards, and was fo fenfible of the

injuries he received, and of the little hopes there

were of his ever being reftored to the polleffion of

his throne and the fovereign power, as had been

promifed by tlie treaty c^ Caxamalca, that he re-

folved to try what could be done by force ; judg-

ing it better to rely upon the juftice of his cauie,

and the affiftance of his people, than upon the

promifes of thofe who had fo bafely broken their

words to his brother, and had never fulfilled their

engagements to himfelf. For this purpofe he pre-

vailed on Ferdinand Pizarro to give him leave to

go to a folemn feftival held at Yucaya, four lea-

gues from Cuzco, which was in reality a kind of

afTembly of the ftatcs of Peru, where a fcheme was

laid of inftantly raifing three armies, and invelting

Cuzco, Lima, and Truxillo, at the fame time.

With the firft, he himfelf took the caftle of Cuzco,

and clofely blocked up the city ; the fecond,

which confifted of a good body of troops, marched
againft Francis Pizarro, at the city of Lima, and
the third was intended to a6l againfi; Almagro,
notice of which was fent to the high-prieft, who
found means to efcape from the army. Prince

Paullu was alfo informed of the lituation of his

brother's affairs, and what was expefted from him,

in order to facilitate the conquefi: of the invaders,

but he reje^ed the propofals, and declared that he

would not break his faith with the Spaniards.

The interpreter having difclofed this fccret with
his laft breath, Almagro declared Paullu emperor,

and though he had before refufed that title, yet

he now fuflfered it to be given him, for the fake of
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his own fafety, and that his nation might not

want a proteftor.

The Inca Manco ftill continued to befiege Cuzco

with an army of 200,000 men ; but though there

were only feventy Spaniards in the place, yet hav-

ing fome horle, and a good train of artillery, they

made a vigorous defence, and what is ftill more
furprifing, made feveral fallies, in one of which

Juan Pizarro being wounded in the head with a

Itone, died about three days after, to the great

regret of thofe of his party.

The Inca, hearing of Almagro's approaching

Cuzco, refolved to retire, and though Almagro
endeavoured to perfuade him to Jigree to a treaty,

he abfolutely refufed it, being determined never

more to hear of terms from a people who had hi-

therto kept none with him: but took a very fur-

prifing ftep, which was difbanding his army, and
privately retiring to the mountains. His officers

endeavoured todilTuade him from it, by obferving,

that no time could ever promife him greater fuccefs

than this, in which Pizarro and Almagro were at

open variance. In anfwer to which he replied,

that notwithftanding their private animolities,

they would certainly join againft him, Ihould he
make a Ihew of oppofing them, and that it was
time enough for him to return and vindicate his

right, when they were thoroughly weakened by
their mutual contentions.

It is furprifmg that the Spaniards fhould have
chofen this time for quarrelling among themfelves,

and entering into a civil war. But Almagro hav-

ing a confiderable body of troops under his com-
mand, refolved immediately to renew his old claim

to Cuzco, and in cafe he Ihould make himfelf

mafter of that city, determined to render it the

feat of his government. On his appearing before

the walls, and finding the Indians drawn off^ he
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fent a fummons to Don Ferdinand Pizarro the
Spanilli governor, to deliver up the city, to which
he anfwered, that he held it by commiffion from
his brother the marquis, and would not deliver it

up without his orders, as he knew it to be within

the limits of his brother's government. Fie im-

mediately proceeded to put the place in a pofture

of defence ; but part of the garnfon being Al-

magro's friends, introduced his forces into the

town at midnight, when Ferdinand and Gonzalo
Pizarro were made prifoners, by which means
Almagro became poIFeiTed of Cuzco with little or

no bloodflied, and moft of the garrifon entered

into his pay.

In the mean time the marquis Pizarro hearing

no news from his brother at Cuzco, and con-

cluding that all the parties he had fent thither to

reinforce them had been cut off by the Peruvians,

refolved to fend fuch a body of troops thither as

lliould be able to force their way in fpite of all the

oppolition the Indians could make againft them,
and having alTembled 5000 horfe and foot, gave

the command of this body to Don Alonzo de Al-

verado, with orders to march with all poflible

expedition, and under him appointed Pedro de

Lerma, captain of a troop of horfe, who being an

older officer, was fo difgufted at this affront, that

he meditated the ruin of the enterprize.

Alverado marched with fuch difpatch, that

though he had preffed upwards of 5000 Peruvians

to carry his baggage, moft of them perillied in the

firft part of the journey, by being overladen, and

driven beyond their ftrength, upon which he

halted, and preffed fome thoufands more to fupply

the places of thofe he had loft.

Almagro having received intelligence that Don
Alonzo Alverado was advancing, difpatched fome

Spaniards of diftinction to reprefent to him that
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Cuzco, according to the emperor's divifion of

Peru, was a part of his government, and to advife

him to return back to Lima, till the marquis and
he fhould adjuft the limits of their refpef^ive go-

vernments, when Alverado, inftead of complying
with this requeft, made thefe gentlemen prifoners.

Upon this Almagro took the field, and furprized

a party of Alverado's horfe, by whom he was in-

formed that great part of the troops were better

affe6ted to him than to the marquis Pizarro, and
that Pedro de Lerma, with many of his friends,

would defert upon the firft opportunity, he there-

fore advanced to the banks of a fmall river, on the

other fide of which Alverado was encamped ; they
remained quiet however without endeavouring to

attack each other all day; but in thenightOrgonez,
Almagro's lieutenant general, forded the river at

the head of the troops, threw Alverado's forces

into great confufion, and giving Pedro de Lerma,
with the reft of Almagro's friends, an opportunity
of joining him, gained an eafy victory, and took
Alverado prifoner, with whom he returned in

triumph to Cuzco. Some of the principal com-
manders now advifed the conqueror to provide for

his future fecurity, by putting the Pizarros to

death : but this he abfolutely refufed, alleging,

that it was beneath a gentleman and foldier to put
people to death in cold blood ; and, though he was
prefTed with great warmth to march with his

vi61:orious army againft Lima, he would not agree

to it, on account of his having no claim to that

part of the country.

The marquis of Pizarro was greatly afFe6led at

the news of this defeat, but finding himfelf too

weak to make head againft Almagro, as his whole
force fcarcely exceeded 400 men, he refolved to

try what could be done by policy, and therefore

fent deputies to Cuzco, to propofe an accommoda-
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tion. Almagro received them with great civility,

and promifed to have an interview with the mar-
quis, in which commilfioners fliould be chofen to

fettle their refpective boundaries. He accordingly

marched out of Cuzco at the head of above 500
Spaniards, and took the road to Lima, carrymg
Ferdinand Pizarro with him as his pnfoner, while

Gonzalo Pizarro and Alverado were left in the city

under the care of De Rojas, but after Almagro's
departure they feized De Rojas, put him in irons,

and made their efcape to Lima, accompanied by
about lixty men, whom they had won over to their

intereft. Upon receiving the news of their efcape,

Orgonez and his partizans urged Almagro to re-

venge it by the death of his prifoner Ferdinand;
but this he abfolutely refufed, and foon after met
the marquis at Mala, with twelve perfons on each

lide, in order to terminate their difputes. This
conference was^ however, fuddenly broke off by
one of Almagro's followers rulhing abruptly into

his prefence, and crying out that he was betrayed,

whereupon he inftantly took horfe and rode off^

leaving matters entirely unfettled.

This alarm was caufed by the approach of Gon-
zalo with 700 men. Upon which Orgonez alfo ad-

vanced with his troops in order to prevent the

treachery he fufpe61:ed to be in agitation. Each

fide now feemed ready for war, and yet the marquis

again found means to perfuade Almagro, to liften

to terms, and a treaty was concluded and fworn to

by each of them, by which the polfeffion of Cuzco^i

with other advantages, was ceded to Almagro, till

the emperor's decilion Ihould be known. In con-

fequence of this treaty Ferdinand Pizarro was fet

at liberty upon his taking an oath not to act againll

Almagro.
The marquis Pizarro had no fooner obtained his

brother's liberty^ than he broke through the treaty.
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fending a notary with witnefles to fummon Al-
magroto furrender Cuzco and all the places he had
conquered, on pain of being treated as a rebel:

a method of proceeding that was the more inex-

cufable, as he had juft before received an exprefs

from court, by which each governor wasenjoined,

under pain of the emperor's difpleafure, to keep
quiet poITeffion of all fuch places as Ihould own
their refpe6tive jurifdi6lion at the time of the mef-
fenger's arrival, and in cafp they thought them-
felves injured, they were directed to appeal to the
council of the Indies. But thefe orders he thought
fit to fupprefs.

AlraagrOj feeing how ungeneroufly he was
treated, gave orders for defending Cuzco, and
marched with his troops to meet the marquis's
army which was advancing under the command of

Gonzalo Pizarro ; the two armies met near a place

called the Salinas, fo named from a fountain of
brackiili water which fprung up there ; but after

an engagement which lafted two hours, Almagro
was entirely defeated. Orgonez behaved with great

gallantry ; but growing faint with his wounds, ac-

cepted quarter from a perfon named Fuentez, who
thus getting him into his power, murdered! him in

cold blood. Ferdinand Pizarro was in the heat of

the engagement unhorfed by Lerma, v^ho at the
fame time upbraided him with his perjury; his

armour however faved his life. Lerma was after-

wards borne down by fome of Pizarro 's party, and
was treacheroully ftabbed ; but had the misfortune

to recover, and to be more cruelly butchered, and
at length Almagro who was ill and too weak to

fit a horfe, was carried into the field in a litter, and
perceiving his army defeated, retired to the citadel

of Cuzco, whither he was followed by Alverado^
to whom he was foon obliged to furrender.

VOL. I. 3 O
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Almagro was no fooner in the power of his ene-

mies, than Ferdinand refolved to be revenged for

his own and his brother's long imprifonment

;

therefore, after Almagro had been fome months
confined in prifon at Cuzco, the lawyers were em-
ployed to draw up articles againft him, the prin-

cipal of which were, that he had feized the city of

Cuzco, entered into a facred treaty with the Inca,

encroached upon the government granted to the

marquis, and fought two battles againft the forces

of his fovereign, by which much Cbriftian blood

had been fpilt, and the progrefs of the Spanifli

arms greatly retarded.

For thefe offences Almagro being tried by his

enemies, was convi<5ted and condemned to die,

though he appealed to the emperor, and in very

moving terms applied to Ferdinand Pizarro to

fave his life. He obferved that he had fpared him,

and, on account of thefriendfliiphe bore him and

the marquis, had refufed to put to death any of his

relations ; that he would do well to remember how
inftrumental he had been in enabling his brother

to obtain thofe conquefts, and railing him to the

honours he poffeired: hedefired the Pizarros would
confide]^, that he was an old gouty man who could

not live many years, and that they would therefore

fufFer him, after the innumerable hardfhips he had

fuftained, to die a natural death. Alverado alfo

pleaded ftrongly, that his appeal to the emperor
might be admitted, and attempted, though in

vain, to foften Ferdinand's inflexibility, by re-

prefenting the kindnefs with which he had treated

both him and his brother when they were his pri-

foners, and their lives in his power. But looking

upon their old companion and fellow foldier as the

only obftacle to their ambition, and believing that

by his death they (hould obtain the fole dominion

of Peru without a rival, they were deaf to all hi&
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intreaties, and having caufed him to be privately

ftrangled in pnfon, they ordered his head to be
cut off on a fcaffold in the great fquare of Cuzco.
His body lay moft part of the day almoft naked,
expofed on the fcaffold, without any body daring
to bury it, left this fhould provoke his enemies,

who were fo inhuman as to take no care of its in-

terment. But towards evening a few poor Peru-
vians who had beenJiis fervants, wrapt it in a coarfe

ilieet, and conveyed it to a church, erected by the

Spaniards, where it was interred by the clergy
under the high altar.

Thus died Almagro, in the feventy- fifth, or, as

others fay, the lixty-fifth year of his age. He was
of a low ftature, but ftrong and well fet. His
enemies faid he was of mean parentage, but this

it was impoffible for them to know, fince as has
been already obferved, he was found in the ftreets,

and, being never owned by any body, went by
the name of the town in which he was found. His
education was of a piece with his birth, for it is

uncertain what it was, or where he received it.

He became a foldier almoft as foon as he became a
man. He was remarkable for his bravery, and
had fuch prefence of mind that no danger could
difconcert him. He was kind, liberal, and flow in

punifliing his foldiers ; yet, from the force of his

own example^ maintained a very ftri(5t difcipline.

Though he kept a good table for his officers, he
himfelf fared as hard as any private man in the

army, and when this was reprefented to him as a

piece of affectation, he replied, that his was the

diet of a foldier. He was loyal to his prince, an(|

merciful to the Spaniards; but was at the fame
time haughty and ambitious, and at firft very cruel

to the Peruvians ; but living fome time with a Pe-

ruvian woman, by whom he had his fon Diego, he
at length grew fo kind to them, that they loved

him better than any of the Spaniards.
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The natural fon which Almagro had by the

above Indian woman, he at his death bequeathed

to the care of Diego Aiverado, who defiring Pi-

zarro to evacuate fo much ot the country as he had
always allowed to be put under Almagro's govern-

ment, that he might take pofTelfion of it tor the

youth, was haughtily anfwered, that his govern-

ment was now unbounded, and lince Almagro
was no more, he knew of nobody who had a right

to infill on iliaring it with him.

Alverado exafperated at this anfwer, refolved to

feek redrefs at the court of Spain ; he therefore

foon after left Peru, and returned to Europe,
with fuch evidences as were proper to fupport

the caufe he efpoufed.

The'death of Almagro, though covered with a

fhew of juftice, was fo highly relented by the Spa-
niards, that inftead of extinguifliing, as was ex-

pected, it increafed hisfa6tion. Upon which Fer-

dinand Pizarro, fufpefting from the behaviour of

the foldiers, that fome deligns were carrying on
againft his life, thought proper to follow Alverado
to Spain, with all the gold he could colle6l, in

order to bribe the Spanilli miniftry. But Alve-
rado having prepared the way for his reception, he
was arrefted, and thrown into prifon as foon as he
arrived, and though Alverado died foon after, he
was fufpected to have been poifoned by Ferdi-

nand, to put a ftop to the profecution, yet the

latter continued 23 years in confinement.
The Peruvians now obferving the divifion that

fubfilled among the Spanifh generals, had again

recourfe to arms, and though the Spaniards in

Peru foon amounted to above 2000, they found
it more difficult to maintain their ground than at

firft, when they had not 400 ; for the terror the

Peruvians were under from the fire-arms and
horfes, which they had never feen before, was in
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a great meafure worn off; fome of them had even
learned of the Spaniards how to ride, and handle

their arms, and, having taken fome horfes, were

not afraid 10 make ufe of them againft thefe ty-

rants ; and it feems highly probable, that, had
not fome particular bodies of Indians been fb in-

fatuated as to adhere ciofely to the interefts of the

Spaniards, difcovered the ftrong palles, and, from
time to time, brought them both provifioris and
intelligence, Pizarro would at laft have been
obliged to abandon his conquefts.

CHAP TER VI.

The Marquis Pizarro extends his conquefts to the South, and
« fubdues the province of Charcas, aiter which he fends his

brother Gonzalo, whom he had made Governor of Quito, to

make new difcoveries, who proceeds to the eaftward, in hopes

of finding countries ftill richer than Peru : but is at length

deferted by Oreilana, who fails down the river of Amazons,
and from thence returns to the Spanifh fettlements on the other

fide of the Continent of America, which obliges Gonzalo to

return to Quito.

JlHE moft conliderable acquifition made
after Almagro*s death, was the conqueft of the

province of Charcas, in which were the invaluable

mines of Potofi, whofe treafures attra6led fuch a
multitude of adventurers, that the Peruvians were
at length compelled to fubmit, and become flaves

to their imperious mailers. But the Spaniards

were far from being fo fuccefsful in Chili ; that

brave people difputed the ground with them by
inches, nor could they ever entirely conquer it

;
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even in the province of Charcas, Gonzalo Pizarro,

and his forces, were fo furrounded and diftrefled

by the Indians, that his brother the marquis was

obliged to march in perfon to his relief, with the

garrifon of Cuzco.

However, this conqueft being finifhed, the mar-
quis founded the city ot La Plata, fo named from
tiie filver mines, and divided not only the city,

and country about it, but the Indian inhabitants,

among the conquerors. To his brother Ferdinand

Pizarro, who was then confined in Spain, he al-

lotted a large Ihare, and to his brother Gonzalo,

that part of the country in which were the filver

mines of Potofi. Ferdinand, as a citizen of La
Plata, had alfo a fliare of thole mines, and a parti-

cular part of the country being affigned to his

officers, they difcovered fo rich a vein, that they

are faid to have dug from it the fineft filver with-

out any alloy.

The Marquis now found himfelf pofTeffed of

^n extent of country 7 or 800 leagues in length,

from the equinoctial to the fouth part of the pro-

vince of Charcas, in which were more rich mines

than in all the world befides, and yet his avarice

or ambition was not fully fatisiied; but, in an

extreme old age, he employed his brother Gonza-

lo, who was then Governor of Quito, in the con-

queft of other nations,

Gonzalo accordingly entered the province of

LosQuitos, and after fubduing that country, where

the inhabitants were downright barbarians, when
compared with thofe of Peru, he refolved to pafs

the high mountains which bound that province

on the north, and, for that purpofe, alTembled

a confiderable number of Indians, and a good

quantity of cattle ; but having afcerided half way,

the cold was fo intenfe, that he perceived it would

be impoffible for him to profecute his march in
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that manner. Therefore, leaving his cattle, and
the bell: part of his baggage, he haftily defcended

into the valley of Zumaque, which he found ex-

tremely fertile, and there refrelhed his forces for

two months.
Goiizalo then endeavoured to continue his

march northward ; but, finding the way extremely

rough and mountainous, he turned dire(51:Iy eaft,

in hopes of meeting with an eafier pafTage, and
entered into a rich and populous country, where
the inhabitants were filled with amazement and
terror at feeing the Spaniards among them, and
indeed they had the greateft reafon ; for thefe

pretended Chriftians behaved towards them with

the moft favage brutality, for Gonzalo Pizarro

himfelf is fai^i, even by fome Spaniih writers, to

have given feveral of the natives to be eaten alive

by his dogs.

This inhuman treatment made them rife in

arms againft thefe invaders, which obliged him
to encamp, and ufe all the precautions necelTary

in an enemy's country. But, having fixed their

tents on the bank of a river, it fwelled fo much
in one night, that, if the centinels had not in time

warned them of their danger, they had all been
drowned ; but the alarm was no fooner given,

than they fecured themfelves, by running up to-

wards the cottages of the Indians.

Pizarro, difappointed at this event, and not

knowing what other courfe to take, returned to

Zumaque, aad from thence proceeded, with all his

men, towards a large village called Ampua, where
he found the Cacique, and a great number of the

inhabitants in a pofture of defence; but there

was another and greater obftacle in his way, and
that was a river fo wide and deep, that he had no
poffible means of croffing it. The only expedient

he had left, was^ therefore^ to enter into a treaty
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with the people of the country, and deiire the
afliftance of their canoes. This propofal the ca-

cique received with great civility, agreed to terms
of peace, and granted them as many canoes as

they defired; on which Gonzalo in return, made
him a prefent of many little Spanilh toys. The
cacique, however, receiving advice of the ill treat-

ment his neighbours had received from his new
guefts, endeavoured to make them believe, that

great riches were to be found among the people

who dwelt fome days journey lower down the

river. Pizarro returned him ttianks by his guides,

who were his interpreters; but afterwards finding

no appearance of thefe pretended riches, he re-

turned to Zumaque, much difTatisfied with his ex-

pedition ; but refolved not to return to Quito, till

he had made fome difcovery that would render

him as famous as his elder brother the marquis

Pizarro.

This refolution he communicated to Francis

Orellana, a gentlemen of Truxitio, who came to

join him in the valley of Zumaque, and having

taken one hundred foldiers, and fome Indians for

guides, and to carry provilions, he marched di-

re6lly to the eaft ; but thefe guides foon brought

him into a country full of mountains, forefts,

and torrents, which obliged him to make ways
where he found none, and open a palFage through

the woods with hatchets. However, after many
days march he pierced through as far as the pro-

vince of Coca, where the cacique came to meet

him, and offered him all the accommodations the

country afforded.

Gonzalo was highly pleafed with this reception,

and, by tlie affiftance of his guides, entered into a

converfation with the cacique, who let him know,
that the country through which he had paffed,

was fo full of mountains, forefts, and rivers, that
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he had taken the only pafTage that could have

brought him thither ; but that, if he was willing

to embark on the river he law before him^^ or to

follow it by land, he might afiTure himfelf, that he

would reach the banks of another river, much
larger than this, where there was a plentiful coun-

try, whole inhabitants were covered with plates

of gold.

The cacique could not have mentioned a more
alluring motiye. Gonzalo's avarice was fired, and
he immediately fent two of his guides, with orders

to the officers and foldiers he had left at Zumaque,
to come and join him immediately. Thefe orders

they inftantly obeyed, and, furmounting all the

difficulties of the way, arrived, much fatigued, at

the town of Coca, where Gonzalo, having made
them ftay fome days to refrefh themfelves, placed

them in order of battle before the cacique, who
was fo terrified at their appearance, that he col-

levied a great quantity of provifions, and pre-

fented them to Pizarro, in order to haften his

departure. The latter, impatient to be gone, the

next morning filed off his troops along the river,

where, having made the cacique a prefent of a

fword, he placed himfelf at the head of his cavalry,

and proceeded along the banks, which were ex-

tremely pleafant.

However, the fmoothnefs of the way did not lail

long. It was foon interrupted by fmall rivers and
uneven grounds, and they were obliged to march
forty- three days without finding either provifions,

fords, or canoes to enable them to pafs the river.

By this long m.arch they were much fatigued, when
they were Hopped by a fight which appeared very

furprifing ; the river grew narrow and confined

between two rocks at no more than twenty feet dif-

tance from each other, and the water rufiiing with

VOL. I. 3 P
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rapidity through this ftrait, precipitated itfelf \tit&

a valley, which lay 200 fathoms below.

Here Pizarro made the famous bridge for his

troops to pafs over, which is fb much extolled by
the Spanifh hiftorians; but finding the way not at

all the better on the other fide, and their provi-

fions growing daily more and more fcarce, Pizarro

refolved to caufe a brigantine to be built, in order

to carry by water all his fick men, provifions,

baggage and gold ; and this being done with no
fmall difficulty, Pizarro fent on board this velTel

whatever had obfl:ru61:ed his march, with fifty fol-

diers under the Command of Francis Orellanay

who were ftri6tly ordered to keep up with them,
and to come every night to the camp. This order

he obferved very exactly, till Gonzalo feeing all

his men pinched with hunger, commanded him to

go in fearch of provifions and cottages, where the

Spaniards might meet with refrefliments.

No fooner had Orellana received his orders, than

he launched out into the middle of the river,

where the rapidity of the fl:ream carried him as

fafl; as he could wifh, for in three days he made
above loo leagues without the ufe or either fails or

oars. The current of the river Coca, at length

carried him into a much larger river, where the

ftream was not near fo fwift. He there itaid a

whole day to make his obfervations, and perceiving

that the farther he went down, the more the river

widened, be had not the leaft doubt, that this was

the great river that had been fo often fought for,

which filled him with fuch joy at his good fortune,

that without paying the kaft regard to his duty,

fidelity, and gratitude to Gonzalo Pizarro, he

thought of nothing but executing an enterprize

he was then forming. For this purpofe he per-

fuaded his companions that this country was not

that defcribed by their general ; that it had not the
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plenty the Cacique told him he fhould find at the
Joining of the two rivers, and that they miift pro-
ceed farther in fearch of that pleafant and fertile

land, where they were to ftore themfelves with pro-
vifions ; and belides, that they faw there was no
poffibility of returning up the river, for though
they had now proceeded only three days, yet he
believed they could not make their way back in the

fpace of a year; that it was much more reafonable

for them to wait till Gonzalo came up with them;
and that it was neceffary they fhould ftill proceed
in fearch of provisions.

Thus concealing his defign, hehoifted fail; and
thought of nothing but purfuing the courfe of the
river, till he fhould difcover it quite to the fea.

Mean while his companions were amazed at the
manner in which he put in execution the defign he
had been propofing to them, and thought them-
felves obliged to tell him, that he went beyond the
orders of his general ; that confidering the extreme
want he was in, they ought to carry him the little

provifions he could find, and that he had given

fufficient evidence of his having entertained fome
ill defign, by his negledting to leave two canoes at

the joining of the two rivers, as the general had
ordered, for his army to pafs over.

Thefe remonfl:rances were chiefly made by a do-

minician friar named Gafpar de Carvajal, and a

young gentleman of Badujos, called Ferdinand
Sancho de Vargas, who were lb refpe<5ted by thofe

on board, that their remonftrance occafioned a

divifion in this little vefl'el, and from words they

were very near coming to blows ; but Oreliana at

length by his protefi:ations and fair promifes ap-

peafed this diforder. By means of a friend he !iad

on board, he afterwards gained moft of the foldiers

that were againft him, when feeing the two heads

,of the other party left almoil alone, he caufed de

Vargas to be fet afiiore and left by himfelf without
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either provifions or arms, in a difmal wildernefs,

bounded on one fide with high mountains, and bv
the river on the other. He had more prudence
than to treat the friar in the fame manner ; but he
let him know, that it was not for him to penetrate
any more into the intentions of his commander,
unlefs he had a mind to be feverely chaftifed.

After this he continued his voyage, and the
next day being wiUing to know if he might fafely

depend upon all that were with him, he told them,
that he afpired to a much higher dignity than could
be obtained in the fervice of Pizarro : that he
owed every thing to himfeif and to his king; and
that his fortune having, as it were, led him by the

hand, to the greateft and moft defirable difcovery
that ever was made in the Indies, namely, the
great river whereupon they were failing, which
coming out of Peru, and running from weft to

eaft, was the fineft channel in the new world,

through which they might pafs from the South Sea

to the Atlantic Ocean ; and that he could not,

without betraying them all, and without ravifhing

from them the fruits of their voyage and induftry,

make others Ihare in a favour which heaven had
referved for them alone.

By this means Orellana brought his men to

have a Ibare of that ambition which fired his own
breaft. His neceffities, however, fometimes forced

him to land with his people to obtain provifions;

but as he did not take thefe with that prudence
that became him in a ftrange country, the natives

unanimoufly took up arms, and with great bold-

riefs fell upon the Spaniards, who defended them-
felves with much courage, and killed many of their

antagonifts with their crofs-bows, when infpecling

their bodies, they found thatfeveral of them were
women ; it being no uncommon thing in that

country for the women to fight b} the fides of their

liufbands; but Orellana being of a romantic turn^
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improved this flight hint into a formal hiftory of a

great nation of Amazons fettled upon this river:

by which fable, he overturned his great deiign of

giving it his own name ; from this ftory it received

the name which it ftill bears, and will always bear,

of the river of the Amazons.
However, Orellana, in the remaining part of

his pafFage took care to behave with more prudence
and mildnefs to the people he met with, among
whom were many gentle and even polite nations,

as well as others that were fierce and warlike. !ii

fine, he pofTed down the river to the fea, and
hvaing coafted about a promontory, now called the

North Cape, two hundred leagues from the ifland

of Trinidada, he failed dire6tiy thither, and there

buying a fliip, returned to Spain, where he made
fuch a report of the country he had feen to the

emperor Charles V. that he obtained as ample a

commiffion as he could deiire ; and, in' the year

1549, failed with three fhips for the river of the
Amazons ; but this fecond expedition was the very
reverfe of the firfr, and was unfortunate from the
very beginning; for a contagious diflemper fpread-

ing among his men, obliged him to quit two of
his three fliips, and afterwards his company was
fo reduced as to fail in a fmall bark, with which be
propofed to profecute his difcovery ; but being
Ihipwrecked on the coaft of Caraccas, he there loft

three of his men, and foon after died of mere
vexation and defpair in the ifland of St. Margaret.
But to return to Gonzalo, w]io, while Orellana

was engaged in this expedition, was reduced to

the greateft diflrefs ; he proceeded for feveral days

along the banks of the river, until at lafl: feeing

that there was no hopes ofOrellana's return, he
concluded, that he and his men were loft, and
therefore giving up all expedation of making any
farther difcoveries in that country, proceeded
back to his government of Quito.
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CHAPTER VII.

The Marquis Pizarro's cruelty to Almagro's followers oecafioRa

his being aflaflinated.

A.FTER the marquis Pizarro had fent his

brother Gonzalo on the above expedition, he em-
ployed himfeif foiely in fecuring and eftablilhing

his authority by a method that was at once the

moil cruel and impolitic : he had before difcharged

all the officers whom he fufpedled to have any re-

gard for AlmagrOj and confcious of his own in-

juftice, and fearing left they Ihould complain
againft him, he prevented their returning home to

Spain, by which means many of them being re-

duced to the neceffity of living upon the alms of

their countrymen, he refolved to deprive them
even of this pitiful fubfiftence, and for this purpofe

publifhed an ediet forbidding any to relieve them;
a proceeding that at once rendered them defpe-

rate, and* feeing no end to their miferies, but by
difpatching themfelves or the marquis, they re-

folved upon the latter.

The braveft of Almagro's friends repaired pri-

vately by two or three at a time to the city of

Lima, where they did not want friends who con-

cealed them in their houfes, till their number
amounted to above 200. As they were all hardy-

veterans, and had feveral experienced officers

among them, they immediately refolved to feize

the firft opportunity of executing their defign,

but foon after thought proper to delay it, in hopes

that a new commillioner, fome of whofe attend-

ants were already arrived, would come from Spain,
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to take cognizance of the marquis's conduct, and

do them juftice without laying them under the ne-

ceflity of railing an infurredlion. But on Sunday
the 26th of June, 1541, De Rada, one of the

principal confpirators, being informed that they

were difcovered, and that the marquis was taking

meafures for having them all put to an ignomi-

nious death in lefs than three hours, haftily com-
municated this intelligence to fuch of the confpi-

rators as he could moft readily meet with, when
finding there was no time to be loft, they repaired

one by one, to the number of nineteen, to the

houfe of young Almagro, which ftood on one fide

of the great fquare, whence they boldly marched
at noon day, with their drawn fwords, through
the market-place, to the marquis's palace, crying,
" Long live the king, but let the tyrant die !"

—

When, though there were above 1000 people in

the fquare, they neither met with the leaft oppofi-

tion, nor did the marquis receive the fmalleft hint

of their rifmg, fo that they found the gates of the

palace open, which they eafily entered.

Pizarro was fitting with two or three people when
the firft news of the difturbance was brought by
one of his pages, and immediately ordered Francis

de Chaves his lieutenant general, to fecure the

great door, which he neglected, as he fuppofed it

to be only fome trifling tumult, that would be

eafily fupprefled by his prefence, when going down
Itairs and meeting the confpirators upon the great

ftair-cafe, he demanded the reafon of that infolencc,

which was anfwered by two or three of the con-

fpirators lodging their daggers in his bofom, and
he fell dead at their feet. The marquis hearing

them in the gallery, and not having time to put

on his armour, feized his fword and buckler, and
for fome time defended the door of the drawing-

room with great bravery, fupported only by his
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half brother Don Francis de Alcantara, and two
pf his pages, tiie reft of his company and fervants.

having fled at the beginning of the infurre6tion.

At length one of the confpirators killed Don
Francis, when the reft pulhing forward with frelh

vigour^ the marquis retired before them, but at laft

funk down fainting with lofs of blood, and was
foon difpatched, while his two pages who fought
bravely in his defence, wounded feveral of the

confpirators, and expired by his fide.

Thus died Don Francis Pizarro, in the 65th year
of his age, in the city of Lima, the capital of Peru,

which he had founded ten or eleven years before.

His body was by the young Almagro's permiffion,

privately interred by his fervants, no perfon of any
figure daringi at this juncture, to attend his fu-

neral, for fear of giving offence to the prevailing

party.

The meannefs of Pizarro's education was pub-
licly known, rroni his not being able to write his

own name, which was always inferted by his fe-

cretary between two ftrokes, which he drew with

a pen. He was never married, but had feveral

concubines, fome of them the daughters and fifters

of the Incas: however, we do not find that he left

any children behind him. Nature had endowed
him with fome good qualities, the moft remarkable

of which was his bravery, but his ambition was

boundlefs ; he never fcrupled to facrifice his honour
to his intereft ; and his cruelty rendered him a dif-

grace to human nature. His fate was in fome mea-

ilire like that of Almagro his unfortunate affociate;

iince like him he died a violent death, like him
was a vi61im to ambition, and like him went to

the grave in obfcurity after a life of fplendor.

The confpirators had no fooner completed this

bloody fcene, than they returned to the market-

place, declaring that the tyrant was dead, and
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proclaimed the young Almagro governor of Peru.

For all the friends of Almagro*had aflembled

while the others were attacking the marquis in his

palace, and fecuring his guards, prevented his re-

ceiving any affiftance. They alfo fecured all the

horfes and arms in the city, and commanded all the

inhabitants who refufed to join them, not to ftir

out of their houfes without leave. They plundered

the houfesofthe marquis, and his principal friends,

in which they found an immenfe treafure ; but did

not meddle with the furniture of the marquis's pa-

lace, which they left for the ufe of young Almagro,
whom they had no fooner proclaimed governor,

than they condu6led thither.

CHAPTER VIII.

Young Almagro meets with oppofition. Vaca de Caftro, a per-

fon of an excellent charafter, arrives from Spain, with power

to fettle the difputes in Peru, and is joined by feveral officers.

He comes to a battle with Almagro, whom he defeats, and

Almagro being afterwards taken prifoner, is convicted of high

treafon, and executed with many of his adherents.

JLiIMAwas inllantly obliged to own the

authority of Almagro, and the marquis Pizarro's

death was no fooner publicly known, than Cuzco

and moft of the principal towns declared for him.

But Alonzo de Alverado, who was in the fouthern

province of Chiachapuca, and Pedro Holguin, ab-

folutely refufed to acknowledge Almagro's autho-

rity. The former, therefore, inftantly alfembled

a body of troops between Lima and Quito, and at

the fame time Holguin, with feveral other generals

and officers, raifed another body of troops, and
VOL. L 3 Q
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bafted to Cuzco, where they erected the royal

ftandard, and fent meflengers to the provinces of

Arequipa.. Los Charcas, and other places, to en-

courage a fpirit of oppofition to the new govern-

ment. Upon this fome who were friends to Al-
magro privately left thofe places in order to join

their friends at Lima, but were purfued and
brought back.

In the mean while Hoiguin being informed
that Almagro was marching at the head of 600
men, either to lay fiege to Cuzco, or to give him
battle, and being fenfible, that he was too weak to

oppofe him, refolved, if poffible, to accomplilh a

jun6tion with Alverado, which he performed in

the following manner. He fent a party of horfe

to furprize fome of Almagro's people, two of

whom he ordered to be hanged, and fent back the

reft, with orders to tell their leader, that in a day
or two he would pay him fuch a vilit as would make
him repent their meeting. Upon which Almagro
halted to receive him, while he feized that oppor-

tunity of turning off into another road, by which
he quickly came up with Alverado, and foon after

joined Vaca de Caftro, a new commiffioner, who
at this inftant arrived from Spain, and was not
only appointed to enquire into the difputes fubfift-

ing between the generals, but was authorized in

cafe of the Marquis Pizarro's death, to affume the

poft of Governor of Peru. He had been driven
into the bay of Gorgona by contrary winds, and
refolved to travel by land to Lima, when he was
thus reinforced on the road, and by this means
became 700 ftrong.

Vaca de Caftro was a man of good fenfe, great

knowledge, and uncorruptible integrity. He was
bred to the law; but his fteady abherence to

juftice, and his declining thofe caufes that had the

flighteft appearance of any illegality, prevented his
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having, the encouragement his virtue deferved, by
which means he was but little known. The Em-
peror who had received fome covincing proofs of
his virtue, preferred him to this poll, without ad-

viflng with any of his minifters, faying, that he
would try how probity would thrive in an Indian

foil, fince it was fo little cherilhed at a Spanilh bar,

and it is generally allowed that the Spanifh domi-
nions in America never had fuch a governor,
either before or fince. Upon this expedition he
ventered with little money, and but few followers ;

but after being thus feconded, his fuccefs wasfur-
prizing,

De Caftro gave Alverado and Holguin a very
agreeable reception, and to prevent all difputes

arifing from a divifion of the chief authority be-

tween Pizarro and Almagro, afTumed the title of
Captain General, refolving, though he had not
been bred in the field, to a(5t every where in per-

fon. Indeed it was impoffible to behave with a
more even condu6t. De Caftro ufed the ftridleft

impartiality in deciding every caufe that came
vmder his infpe<5lion, without paying the leaft re-

gard to the party's being a Spaniard or an Indian.

In fhort, he threatened no body, flattered no body,
adted like a governor, but lived like a private per-

fon. The people were at firft aftonilhed at his

deportment ; but in a few weeks he was obeyed
with more fiibmiffion than ever was exa6^ed by a

tyrant, merely becaufe they faw he meant nothing

but their good. Balancazar left his government of
Popayan to compliment him : moft of thole places

that were not overawed by Almagro readily fub-

mitted to his authority ; and Gonzalo Pizarro be-

ing returned from his expedition to the eauward,

after his having futtained very great hardfhips, and
loft near two thirds of his men, fent a deputa-

tion to him from Quito, to inform him of his fub-

miffioD, and to offer to march with all the men he
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could raife to his affiftance ; to which De Caftro

replied, that he accepted of his fiibmiffion ; but
that the hardlhips he had endured in his late pro-

grefs required fome reft> and therefore he would
dlfpenfe with his prefence, and he was at liberty

to apply himfelf to the government of Quito.

In the mean time, young Almagro was making
what head he could againft the captain-general.

He had great abilities, improved by a proper edu-
cation, and was of an open, brave, and generous
difpofition ; but was ralh, and fomewhat cruel

;

while his youth lelTened his influence, and drove
him into many errors. The death of De Roda,
who was his general, and a man of fidelity and ex-

perience, was a very great misfortune ; and his

afterwards dividing the poll of general between
Garcia de Alverado, and Chriftopher de Sotalo,

laid the foundation of his ruin : for the latter hav-

ing condemned a foldier for theft was oppofed by
the former with fuch warmth, as occafioned a vio-

lent quarrel, and de Sotalo was killed on the fpot.

This alTaflination was highly refented by Almagro,
when Garcia fearing that he would feek an oppor-
tunity of being revenged, refolved to be before-

hand with him, by murdering him at an entertain-

ment he pretended to provide for him. But Al-
magro coming to the knowledge of this cruel de-

li gn, under the pretence of ficknefs, ftaid at home.
Garcia, however, unwilling to lofe fo favourable

an opportunity, went to his palace, to perfuade

him to come to the feaft, when Almagro, feeming

at laft overcome by his perfuafions, called for his

cloak, which was a concerted fignal for the ap-

pearance of fix men, who lay in wait, and in-

llantly rulhed in, feized Garcia, and ftabbed him
in feveral places, Almagro himfelf drawing his

fword, and running him through the body. This
being done, he appointed Balia his general, and
marched againft the. new governor.



BY FRANCIS PIZARRO. 493

De Caftro had encamped about fifty leagues

fouth-weft of Cuzco, where, being willing to fpiare

the effufion of human blood, he llrove to perfuade

Almagro to lay down his arms ; while the latter

infilled upon enjoying his father's government,

till it fhould be difpofed of by the emperor. Seve-

ral melTages palled between them ; but at length

Almagro found that De Caftro was endeavouring

to feduce his people, and a Spaniard, difguifed

like an Indian, was difcovered in his camp, with

letters to Pedro de Candia, Almagro's engineer,

containing very advantageous offers, to induce

him to render the artillery ufelefs, in cafe the two
armies Ihould come to an engagement ; at which

the young general was fo incenfed, that he order-

ed the fpy to be immediately hanged, and though

he before feemed to be inclined to agree to terms

of accommodation, he now refufed to liften to

any farther propofals, except De Caftro would
confent to banilh Alverado, Holguin, and many
veterans, who compofed the chief ftrength of his

army : therefore both parties loling all hopes of

coming to an agreement, marched forward in order

to engage in the valley of Chapas.

De Caftro 's army was compofed of 700 Spaniards,

and many Indians ; while Almagro's amounted to

no more than 500 Spaniards; but he had the ad-

vantage of a riling ground, where his artillery

commanded the whole plain. Carvajal, De Caf-

tro 's ferjeant-major, endeavoured to avoid the ef-

fe6ls of this difpofition, by approaching the enemy
under cover of a little hill ; but, on their lofing

that fhelter, they were laid open to the fire of the

artillery ; which did no manner of execution, on
account of their being levelled too high. This
being obferved by Almagro, he flew in a rage to

his engineer, and, giving him the name of traitor,

ftruck him through with a fpear : he then inftantly
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alighted, and, throwing himfelf upon one of the

cannon, brought it, with the weight of his body,

to bear upon the enemy, when, ordering it to be
fired, it f\vept down feventeen Spaniards.

Almagro now feemed to bid fair for obtaining a

Vi&ory, when the heat of youth led him into a

blunder that completed his deftru6tion. De Caftro

boldly advancing, fome of Almagro 's people pref-

fed him to lead them forward to meet him, to which

he immediately confented, and inconfiderately got
between the enemy and his own artillery, which

rendered it intirely ufelefs. This being obferved

by Suarez, his ferjeant-major, he told him, that had
he kept his poll, De Caftro would have been in-

evitably ruined ; but as he had thrown away the

advantage fortune had given him, he did notchufe

to fhare in a defeat that rofe from his mifcondu6l,

and immediately rode off, with feveral followers,

to De Caftro 's army, and foon after the latter ob-

tained a complete vi6lory. In this battle, which
was fought on the i6th of September, 1542, 500
Spaniards were llain, and the principal perfons in

Almagro 's army taken prifoners. Almagro, who
had behaved with great refolution and courage,

efcaped with only fix horfemen, intending to have

taken refuge in the mountains, till he could obtain

a favourable opportunity of recovering his go-

vernment; but taking Cuzco in his way, with a

defign of carrying ofFhis treafure, and fuch of his

eiFefts as v*^ouid have been moft ufeful to him in his

exile, the very men, whom Almagro had trufted

with the government of the city, hearing he had

loft the battle, apprehended him, and delivered

him up to De Caftro, in order to make their peace

with him ; upon which the young Almagro, who
was not above twenty years of age, was tried, con-

demned, and executed for high treafon, in the

fame place, and much in the fame manner, as his
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father had been, and was afterwards privately bu-

ried in the fame grave.

De Caftro, upon this occafion, was fo inexora-

ble, that he did not think the beheading ofAlmagro
a fuflicient atonement for his rebellion and its con-

fequences; but caufed moft of his principal coun-

fellors, and particularly thofe who had been con-

cerned in the alTaffination of the marquis Pizarro,

to be tried and put to death ; by which means he

not only extinguifhed the rebellion, but eradicated

the very feeds of it.

CHAPTER IX,

De Caftro's wife regulations after the fuppreilion of the rebellion.

He is fuperfeded by Blafco Nunez, who has the title of Vice-

roy, and puts De Caftro under an arreft; however, he is op-

pofed by Gonzalo Pizarro, and imprifoned ; but efcaping, is

at length killed in battle, and Gonzalo acknowledged governor

of Peru.

EACE being thus refiored, De Caftro

difbanded the beft part of his troops, laid afide all

his feverity, and applied himfelf to the arts of

peace. He eftablifhed courts of juftice, in which

caufes were decided with great mipartiality : he

erected colleges and fchools in all the cities and

great towns ; appointed many learned men toftudy

the Peruvian language, and preach the do(5lrines

of chriftianity to the people: he caufed the old

colonies to be better fettled, and new ones planted ;

took care to have the old mines improved, and

fuch as were daily difcovered, to be wrought for

the benefit of his mafter, and the lawful pro-
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prietors; and, had the government continued in

his hands, Peru would, in a little time, have been

one of the belt regulated kingdoms upon earth,

and more profitable to the crown of Spain than all

its other dominions. But the cabals of the miniftry,

who could draw no advantage from a man, whofe
condu6l needed no defence, and was above either

courting or bribing them, prevailed on the king
to ere6l a kind of royal audience in Peru, and to

give very great power to the commiffioners of

which it was compofed, who, immediately on their

arrival, made it their bufinefs to crofs the governor

in every thing. This occafioned frefh difturbances,

both among the Spaniards and Indians, and frelh

complaints to the court of Spain, which were per-

haps far from difpleafing the minifters, becaule,

whenever they came, their intereft was folicited

by rich prefents. Thefe difcontents occafioned

another perfon's being fent, with the title of vice-

roy, to fuperfede the governor, and enforce a body
of laws made at Barcelona ; which, though well

intended, were by no means proper for Peru.

This new governor, whofe name was Blafco

Nunez Vela, arrived at Lima in the year 15:^4,

and, notwithftanding the inhabitants unanimoufly

propofed to fupport De Caftro in his adminiftra-

tion, and to petition the emperor for his conti-

nuance, he abfolutely refufed to take advantage of

their friendlhip, and fubmitted to the authority of

Nunez, who being jealous of his influence, foon

found out a pretence for putting him under an

arreft, and proceeded in fo arbitrary a manner, as

to create himfelf many enemies, who encouraged

Gonzalo Pizarro to raife troops againfl; him, and
promife to fupport him in the pofl: of procurator-

general, with a power to inlift men for his per-

fonal defence. Even the judges, fent by the court

of Spain, acknowledged his title, in oppofition to
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Nunez, and took fuch meafures, that, in the city

of Cuzco, he was acknowledged governor of Peru.
Nunez behaved in fo haughty and arbitrary a

manner, that his forces daily deferted to Pizarro;

and, being extremely paffionate, he ordered Suarez,

one of his beft friends, to be alTaffinated in his

prefence, from the bare fufpicion that he deligned

to defert ; but he was foon after fully convinced
of his fidelity. In a fhort time this rafli viceroy

was taken into cuftody by the judges, who fent

him under a guard on board a fliip, as the only
method of preferving him from the refentment of

the angry populace, and the revenge of Benito de
Carvajal, brother to Suarez, who had ferved under
Gonzalo. However, Nunez was afterwards fet at

liberty, and, at his own deiire, was conducted to

Truxillo by Alvarez, oneof the judges.

In the mean while, Gonzalo Pizarro got himfelf

generally acknowledged governor of Peru; but
very prudently referred the adminiftration of civil

affairs to the judges, and folely applied himfelf to

the improvement of his army, regulating affairs in

fuch a manner, that nobody appeared willing to

difpute his authority. He refolved to fend two of
his party to Spain, to defend his proceedings, in

the fame Ihip with De Caftro : but the latter fearing

to be ill treated by thefe two envoys, prevailed on
the crew to quit the harbour, and fteerfor Panama,
before Pizarro 's difpatches were ready.

In the mean while Nunez and judge Alvarez ar-

rived at Tumbez, where they publiflied a ma-
nifefto, with an account of the particulars of Pi-

zarro's rebellion, defiring the affiftance of all loyal

fubjefts againft him. While Nunez was in thefe

circumftances, he difcovered much greater abilities

than he had before done in his profperity ; but his

ill charafter frighted even Pizarro's enemies from
joining him : he was therefore forced to retire on

VOL. I. 3 R
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the approach of Pizarro, who purfued him to tt\e

mountains of Quito, where he was frequently re-

duced to fuch diftrefs, as to be obliged to feed on
horfe-flelh. In this manner Nunez avoided him
for above a year together, during which many in-

ftances of cruelty were committed on both iides ;

but at length the two armies came to an engage-
ment near Quito, on the 19th of January, 1546,
when Nunez's party was entirely routed, and he
himfelf, while fighting with great bravery, was
knocked down, his head cut off, and fet upon a
pole. But this Pizarro refented, and was no fooner

informed of it, than he ordered it to be taken down,
and interred with the body. He afFeded to appear
grieved at his death, and even went into mourning

;

but, notwithflanding this affectation of forrow, he

folely employed himfelf in amafling wealth, and,
from thence forward, behaved rather like a fove-

reign prince than a governor.

CHAPTER X.

Pedro de la Gafca^ a perfon of diftinguiflied virtue, is made
governor of Peru, with the title of prefident, upon which

Gonzalo Pizarro every where lofes gi'ound ; but at length de-

feats Centeno, one of De Gafca's generals, and is afterwards

ruined, by rejecting Carvajal's advice; for, being abandoned

by his people, at the meeting of both armies, he furrenders

himfelf prifoner, and is condemned and beheaded : after which,

De Gafca being perplexed about the divifion of lands, returns

to Spain.

'HARLES V. being uneafy at hearing of

thefe dangerous divifions, now fent Pedro de la

Gafca, with the title of prefident of the royal court

of Peru, and all the power of a fovereign prince

;
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fo that he could make or repeal laws^ and pardon
or punilh treafon^ in what manner he thought fit;

and indeed, he had the fame authority as the em-
peror would have had, had he himfelf come in

perfon. Though a pneft, and a brother of the

inquifition, he had an excellent chara6ler, and was
diftinguilhed by his miidnefs, affability, penetra-

tion, and fagacity ; by the ftrideft honefty, and the

moft intrepid courage. His commiilion was dated

at Vienna, in the beginning of the year 1546, and
he arrived at Panama about the middle of July the

fame year, where his agreeable behaviour procured

him many friends, among whom was Hinojofa, Pi-

zarro's admiral ; but it was agreed, that his revolt

Ihould be kept a profound fecret, till it ihould be

known how Pizarro behaved to the melfenger fent

to him by Gafca, with a letter from the emperor,

and another from himfelf

Pizarro received this melTenger in a very refpe61:-

ful manner, and fubmitted to an alTembly of

his principal officers, the inftruftions he brought

;

in which a general amnefly was offered to all who
would acknowledge the prefident's authority,

with the promife of a proper provifion to be made
for Pizarro and his family, in confideration of their

fervices. Carvajal warmly declared for accepting

thefe terms, in which he was feconded by all mo-
derate people: but feveral perfons of a reftlefs dif-

pofition, prevailed on Pizarro to fend a fliort de-

fence of his conduct, and to defire to be confirmed

in the government of Peru, to which he alleged

he had an undoubted right, as being heir to his

brother, who had conquered the country.

About this time Pizarro was informed of the

defe6tion of Hinojodi, and feveral other perfons on

whom he placed the greateft confidence ; and that

the two gentlemen he had fent into Spain, with a

defence of his condu6t, had deferted his intereft.
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Soon after, the city of Ciizco was furprized by
ftratagem. Centeno, an officer v/ho had fought

with great bravery under the viceroy Nunez, but,

after his defeat, took refuge in the mountains,

once more made his appearance, declared for Pe^

dro de la Gafca, and was joined by about thirty

horfemen, with whom he refolved to furprize that

city, notwithftanding its being garrifoned by 300
men, under the command of De Robles, a perfon

ilrongly attached to Pizarro. For this purpofe,

he ordered fome Indians, as foon as it was dark,

to drive fome mules, and other beafts of burden,

with a great noife, and matches lighted at the

pommel of each faddle, up a certain ftreet. This
alarming the garrifon, the foldiers marched out to

the place where the confulion was raifed ; while

Centeno and his people entering the town on the

oppofite fide, attacked them in the rear, and put
them in fuch diforder, that they immediately fled,

leaving him in pofleffion of the place; and De
Robles himfelf, having taken refuge in a convent,

was made prifoner. Thus was this a6tion crowned
with all the faccefs that could be delired ; when
the late governor treating Centeno in an infoient

manner, the latter gave orders for his being be-

headed.

By this time the prefident De Gafca was arrived

in the province of Quito, when he caufed a general

amnefty to be publifhed, and a repeal of the laws

which had been fo difagreeable to the people. His

army v/as now increafed by reinforcements from La
Plata, Arequipa, and other places, and amounted
to above 1000 men ; and as the prefident's army
was daily increafing, he refolved to march towards

Lima, which had declared in his favour, a few

d;iys after Pizarro had marched from thence to-

wards Arequipa. But the latter finding that things

went every where againft him, and that he was
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but little above 400 ftrong, though he had been

joined by Acofta with fifty horfe, he turned off to

the fouthward in order to eftablilh a colony on
the eaft fide of the mountains of Potofi^, the filver

mines of which were but jufl: difcovered ; and in

cafe that proved unfuccefsful, he intended to re-

treat farther fouthward^ and make a fettlement in

Chili. Centeno, however, blocked up his palTage

with an army of between 1000 and 1200 men;
and Pizarro, after having tried in vain to bring

him over to his fide, refolved, after confulting

with Acofl:a, to force a pafTage through his camp,
though his army did not amount to 500 men ; for

which purpofe Acofta made his attack in the night,

but being difcovered, was obhged to retire, though
without lofs.

The next day both armies drew up in fight of

each other, when the courage and condu6t of Car-

vajal fupplied the place of numbers. He armed
every man with two mufquets, for many who had
deferted left their arms behind them, and com-
manded his people not to move from the poft in

which he had fixed them, till the enemy were clofe

upon them ; and his orders were fo well obeyed,

that, though Pizarro 's cavalry were at firfl; clofely

preifed, Centeno was at laft entirely routed; and
after having in vain endeavoured to rally his men,
was obliged to efcape by private roads to Lima.

Pizarro, being now joined by many of the van-

quifiied, marched to take pofTeffion of Cuzco. Mean
vv'hile the prefident's army daily increafed, he being

joined by Centeno and feveral other good officers,

among whom was Pedro de Valdivia, This lall

gentleman had been governor of Chili ; but finding

his force too finall to maintain himfelf in his poft,

had taken fliipping at St. Jago for Lima, with a

large quantity of treafure, which he defigned to

difpofe of in raifing recruits. But on his arrival
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at Lima he joined the prelident, who received him
in the molt refpeftfui manner. His coming was
confidered as a very valuable acquilition ; for he

was one of the belt foldiers in America, and his

intrepidity and forefight made him a proper match
for Carvajal.

Gafca being thus reinforced found himfelf at the

head of 1500 men, and with this army determined
to march in fearch of Pizarro ; who, being fluihed

with fuccefs, raflily refolved to meet him, though
the experienced Carjaval affured hmi, that it would
he their entire ruin, and made it evident that the

molt judicious Itep he could take, would be to dif-

trefs the prelident's army, by retiring before him
to the fouth ward, and carrying ofall the provifions.

But Pizarro was deaf to all his arguments ; and,
though Carjaval offered to prevent the enemy from
palling the river with only 200 foot and ^o horfe,

his propofal was flighted ; and, after every oppor-
tunity of Itraitning the prelident was difregarded,

both armies were drawn up on the ninth of April

1548. The victory was not long in difpute; for

Carvajal, who was difgulted at Pizarro 's perverfe-

nefs^ had refufed all command. GarcelalTo de la

Vega, father to the hillorian, went over to the pre-

lident, and was followed by the whole right wing
and feveral fquadrons of horfe ; at which Carvajal,

who a6ted only as a private man, began to fing

aloud part of an old ballad, that feemed well

adapted to the occafion ; while the remainder of the

men feeing themfelves thus abandoned, threw down
their arms and fled, when Pizarro being left with

only a few officers, turned to Acolta, and calmly

faid, f' Well, brother John, what are we to do? "

"Why, die like Romans," he replied: "No,"
returned Pizarro, " let us rather fall like chrilti-

" ans." They then moved towards Gafca's army,
where Pizarro furrendered himfelf to Pedro de Vil-
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lav/centio, who, with great politenefs, refufed to

take his fword and dagger. Gonzalo behaved be-

fore Gafca, who accufed him of rebelling againft

the emperor, with great firmnefs, faying, '' You
" may recollect that this whole country was an-

" nexed to the throne of Spain by my brother's

'' valour. I too contributed to it; and did I,

'' who have been his affiftant^ and am the only
'^ reprefentative of that brother, afk any thing
*^ unreafonable, when I infilled upon being made
"its governor ? I dare not tax the emperor with
'' injuftice, but I cannot help faying, that if he
" faw my fituation, and was allowed to do it with
**" impartial eyes, inftead of treating me as a rebel,

*' he would give me a ftill larger reward, than
*' that for which I have been forced to contend.'*

Gafca was difpleafed with this defence, and or-

dered him into the cuftody of Centeno, by whom
he was treated with the higheft refpetSt.

Gafca foon after held a council of war, in which
judges were appointed to try Pizarro and his fol-

lowers ; it being refolved to determine their fate

as fpeedily as pollible, left fome change Ihould hap-

pen in their favour ; and accordingly Pizarro, old

Carvajal, Acofta, and Guevara, were tried, con-

victed, and fentenced to be hanged ; and this fen-

tence was inftantly executed upon all but Pizarro,

who, in confideration of the nobility of his bro-

ther, was beheaded the next day, in the 42d year

of his age ; after which, the houfes of Pizarro, both

at Lima and Cuzco, were razed to the ground,

and the places on which they ftood fown with fait.

There was alfo ered^ed a marble pillar on which
his crimes were infcribed, and his head with that

of Carvajal, was fet up in the market-place of

Lima.
The prefident having made thefe facrifices, pro-

claimed a general pardon, and retired to Cuzco,
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where he ftaid for fome time, and afterwards pri-

vately withdrew to Lima, whence he went to

Panama, in order to embark for Spain, and it

is faid carried with him near two milhons for

the emperor's ufe, and not a ducat for himfelf.

But while he continued at Panama, he narrowly
efcaped lofing the treafure he had amafled for the

emperor, by an infurredlion, which he however
happily fupprelTed. He then embarked at Nom-
bre de Dios for Spain in the year 1550, and at his

arrival, the emperor was fo pleafed with his con
du6l, that he gave him the bifliopric of Siguena,

a city in Old Caftile.
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