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THE

VOYAGE
O F

CAPTAIN WOODES ROGERS,

ROUND THE WORLD.

Captain Woodes Rogers, in the Duke, of 300 tons and 30 guns;

in company with Captain Stephen Courtney in the Dutcliels,

of 270 tons and 26 guns, fet fail from Kingroad, Auguft ill,

1 708—An account of their voyage and many adventures from

their failing to their arrival in the Downs, Oftober 2, 1711,

having fpent three years and two months in failing round the

world.

A.MONG the many expeditions concerted

by the merchants of Briftol, none appears more
remarkable than that of the Duke and Dutchefs,

fent in concert to cruife in the South Seas, a voyage
attended with many lingular circumftances, and a

great number of events^ that are at the fame time

curious and entertaining. Of this voyage two ac-

counts have been publilhed, in the form of a jour-

nal ; one by Capt. Rogers, and the other by Capt,

Cooke. The former of which we Ihall chiefly

follow, but where any explanatory circumftance

and defcriptions which he has omitted, are necef-

lary, we Ihall take them from the latter.

On the I ft of Auguft 1708, the Duke, a fliip of

300 tons, 30 guns, and 170 men, commanded by
Captain Woodes Rogers, and the Dutchefs of 270
tons, 26 guns, and 151 men commanded by Capt.

Stephen Courtney, weighed from Kingroad j on
VX)L. III. A
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the 5th they had fight of the Irilh fliore, and tBe

next day entered the cove of Corke.

While thej continued here, their crews were
conftantly marrying, though they expe^ed to

fail immediately ; and among others, there was a

Dane joined by a Romifli prieft to an IriHi woman,
without their underftanding a word of each other's

language, fo that they were forced to ufe an inter-

preter ; yet this pair feemed more afflifled at their

reparation than any of the reft, and the fellow

continued melancholy for feveral days after they

were at fea. However, the others drank with
their new wives to the laft minute, concluding

with fuecefs to their voyage^ and their happy meet-

ings and then parted unconcerned. They here

took in a frefli fupply of men, and had double the

number of officers ufual in privateers, to prevent

mutinies, and that they might be provided foT a

fucceffion of officers in each (hip, in cafe of morta-

lity. The complement of failors in both fhips was

333, of which above one-third were foreigners

from moil nations, and feveral of her Majcfty's

fubje^son board were tinkers, taylors, haymakers^
pedlars, and fidlers, one negroe, and about ten-

boys.

On the firft of September,^ having agreed upon
fignals, they fet fail, in company with the Haftings
man of war^ v/ith whom they continued till the
6th ; when Capt. Paul, her commander, fupplied

them Vv'ith feveral neeeffaries, the want of which-

had been overlooked, as fcrubbers, iron-lcrapers

for the ffiips' bottoms, a fpeaking trumpet, and
other things, without accepting of any thing for

them. The fhips' crew were then called upon
deck, and the Captains informed them whitheF
they were bound, in order that they might exchange
with Capt. Paul any hands that were averfe to fo

long and dangerous a voyage ; when only one man
appeared difeont^nted ; and he feeing all the others
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fatisfied, readily agreed to follow the fortune of
-the reft.

On the loth, about fix in the morning, they
faw a fail to which they immediately gave chace^

and about three in the afternoon made her bring

to, after having fired at her twice. From fome
words dropt from fome of her men, who were
drunk, fhe was fufpedled to have contraband goods
on board ; but having examined the men and
learched the fliip, they found it vvoul.d be very
difficult to prove her a prize, and being unwilling

to hinder time by carrying her into port, they let

lier go without the ieaft embezzlement ; upon this^

the mafter made Capt. Rogers a prefent of two
hams and fome dried beef, in return for which he
received a dozen bottles of redftreak cyder. She
was a (hip belonging toStadt, of twenty-two guns
and 270 tons, and on her leaving the concert Ihips,

iiiluted them with four guns.

While Capt. Rogers was 01^ board this fliip, a
defign had been privately formed by the boatfwain,

and three other inferior officers, with feveral of
the men, in order to make prize of her, and upor^

her being given up, they began to mutiny ; but
their proceedings were foon Hopped, by putting

ten of them in irons, difplacihg the boatfwain,

and giving a fevere whipping to one of the princi-

pal fomenters of the difturbance. Similar incli-

natlons alfo appeared among the people on board
the Dutchefs ; but it fubfided when thofe of the

Duke were quelled. They had, however, after-

wards a great deal o? trouble with thefe muti-
neers, who did more mifchief when in irons thai)

before, by ftirring up the men to releafe them,
pretending that they fulFered in the caufe of the

crew, who ought therefore to rife and refcue them

;

and on the 14th the ftorm arofe to fuch a height,

that a^failor came up to Capt. Rogers at the fteer-

^ge door, with the beft part of the fliip'fe company
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at his beels^ demanded the difcarded boatfwain

out of cLiftody. The captain gave him fair words,

and having decoyed him to a private conference

on the quarter-deck, feized him, by the afliftance

of the other officers, and had him laflied by one
of his principal comrades. The next day he fent

the mutinous boatfwain in irons on board the

Crown galley, of Biddeford, which had kept them
company ever lince the 6th Inftant, and on the

1 6th difcharged theprifoners out of irons, on their

humble fubmiflion, and folemn promifes of behav-

ing well for the future.

On the 1 8th, at five in the morning, they faw

a fail right a-head, and at ten came up with and
took her. She was a fmall Spaniih {hip, bound
from TenerifF to Fuerteventura, with feveral men
and women pafTengers on board. The next day
they bore away for Oratavia road, and fent away
the prize's boat, with one of the owner's agents,

a prieft, and the mafter of the prize, to treat about
ranfomingthe vefTel, and to get wine, provilions,

and other necelTaries, for both fhips. Thefe pri-

foners were accompanied by Mr. Carleton Van-
burgh, agent for the owners on board the Duke,
"who went contrary to the inclination of Captain
Kogers. In the morning of the 20th, a boat came
from the town with a letter from the Englifh
merchants refiding there, in which they expoftu-

lated with the two captains, for making a prize

of the bark, alleging that there was a free trade

agreed to in thofe illands, between her majefty
Queen Anne and the kings of France and Spain,
which had been fo religioufly obferved by the
latter, that they had caufed an Englilh Ihip
taken there by a French privateer to be reftored.

This letter was figned by John Poulden, Conful,
and three merchants.
To this epiftle the captains immediately return-

ed an anfwer, that having no inftru(5fions relating



ROUND THE WORLD. 5

to the Spanifh vefTels trading among thofe iflands,

they could notjuftify parting with the bark, with-

out feme order or proclamation of her majefty.

That in cafe Mr. Vanburgh was not reftored, they

would carry away all the prifoncrsj and it tl.ey

apprehended any detriment to the Englifti fa(5lory,

they might ranfom the bark, and feek their rcdrefs

in England. After other letters had palFed between

them, Mr. CrofTe, one of the Englilh merchants,

came off in a boat on the 2 2d, bringing with him
Mr. Vanburgh, together with live buts of vs^ine,

hogs, grapes, and other refrelliments. Upon which

Captains Rogers and Courtney caufed the goods to

be taken out of the prize, fold the bark to Mr.
CrolTe for 450 dollars, and put the prifoners 011

board her. After which a committee was held,

by whom the whole of this tranfa6lion was ex-

amined, and unanimoufly approved.

On the laft of September they ran by St. Lucia,

one of the Cape de Verd Iflands, and about eleven

o'clock came to an anchor in the harbour of St.

Vincent, when feeing feveral men on Ihore, and
knowing the ifiand to be uninhabited. Captain

Cooke went in the pinnace, to learn who they were,

and found them to be Portugueze come from the

iiland of St. Anihony to catch turtle. This iiland

lies 16^. 55'. north latitude, and 25°. 36'. longi-

tude from London. They found that it contained

hogs, goats, and great numbers of Guinea hens,

and in the road they caught plenty of fifh. In the

woods they found abundance of large fpiders, the

bodies of which were as big as fmall walnuts, and
their webs being as ftrong as ordinary threads,

and very numerous, were troublefome to get

through. While they lay there, new difturban ces
arofe among the men in relation to plunder ; upon
which fuch articles were framed as were unanimoul-

]y agreed to by the crews in both fliips.
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Whik they (laid here to clean their fliips, and
take ill wood and water, they fent their linguift

with a very refpectful letter to the governor of

thefe iflands, defiring leave to traffick for refrefh-

ments, as being the fiibje6ls of Great Britain, and
allies of the crown of Portugal. Some time after,

the deputy-governor, who was a negroe, came on
board the Duke, bringing with him hogs, fowls,

pranges, limes, water melons, mufk melons, to^

bacco, and brandy, for which he was paid in prize

goods of little value ; and haying afterwards ftaid

fome days for the linguift, it was refolyed to fail

without him.

Of thefe iflands, which are ten in number, there

are only feven inhabited, which are St. Jago, St,

l^'ichoias, Bonavifta, St. Antonia, Brava, Mapo,
and Fuego, fo called from its volcano. St. Jago.
and St. Nicholas are the moft populous. The
former is the feat of the governor, and a bilhop's

fee: however the ifland of St. Vincent is a better

road for fhipping than St. Jago. Here fome ojp

the Duke's people went on Ihore in fearch of game,
but could ftart none, except a wild afs, which,
notwithftanding its being wounded, efcaped, after*

having led them a long chafe. The land of this

ifland is mountanious and barren, and its air is not
very healthy, great part of it being over-run withi

wood ; but though many of the people grew fick:

here, they were relieved by bleeding.

On the evening of the 8th of October t)ie depur
ty-governor was fet on fhore, at a part of the

ifland where there were no houfes, and therefore

was obliged to fpend that night jn a cavern. They
then fet fail for the coaft of Brazil. On the ?2d,

Mr. Page, fecond mate of the Dutchef^, being
ordered to ferve on board the Duke, he refufed to

change his fhip and ftruck Captain Cooke for in-

filling he Ihpuld, However he was at laft brought
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m board the Duke, for being charged with mutiny:

he delired to go to the head and eafe himlelf before

he made his defence, which being permitted, he

jumped overboard, in hopes of getting back to the

Dutchefs, while both the captains were abfent,

but he was taken up, punifhed, and laid in irons.

On the 1 8th of November they anchored betore

the ifland of Grandcy on the coaft of Brazil, in

eleven fathoms water. While they lay there, new
quarrels arofe on board the Dutchefs, upon which

Capt, Courtney immediately put eight of the ring-

leaders in irons, which frightened the reft, and
probably prevented their attempting to run away
with the fhip. On the evening of the 20th, Capt.

Cooke and Lieutenant Pope were difpatched to

Angre de Reys, by the Portugueze called Nofira

Seniora de la Conceptione, a village at about the

diftan^ce of three leagues, with a prefent to the

governor of butter and cheefe, to defire his friend-

fhip ; but as they approached the fliore, the in-

habitants believing them to be French, fired at

them feveral times, though without doing them
any damage, but on difcovering their miftake,

begged their pardon. The governor being gone
to Rio Janeiro, a city twelve leagues diftant, they

were entertained with great civility by a Friar,

who informed them that they had been lately

plundered by the French*

On the 22d, feveral of the inhabitants came in

canoes from the town with fowl, corn, limes, &c.

which they exchanged for trifling necelFaries.

Captain Rogers and Captain Courtney, behaved

to them with great civility, and promifed a hand-

fome prefent to fuch of them as fhould fecure any
of the men who might happen to defert.

On the 23d a Portuguefe vefTel laden with ne-

groes for the lervice of the gold mines up the

country, came to an anchor near the (hips, when
Capt. Rogers fent the pinnace, Vv'ith feveral per-
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fons armed, to enquire whence flie came, to which
her captain returned a very fatisfadory anfwer,

and fent a pot of fweatmeats, and fome very fine

fugar, as a prefent to the EngliOi commanders.
A ihort time before, fome French buccaneers put
in here to water, feized about 1200 pounds weight

of gold in boats which were carried by water,

becaufe the roads by land from the mines to Rio

Janeiro, were almoit impaflable.

About this time, two perfons on board the

Dutchefs attempted to make their eicape into the

woods; but in the night were fo frightened by
the noife made by the monkies and baboons,

which they took to be tygers, that they ran back,

plunged into the water, and called out to the fhip,

in order to be taken on board. This, however,

did not prevent two Irifh landmen efcaping into

the woods fome time after. On the 23d, about
four in the morning, the watch on the quarter-

deck, obferving a canoe, called to the men to come
on board, but they not anfwering, and ftriving to

get away, it was fufpecled that they had either

got the two men, or were going to fetch them off

the illand, upon which the pinnace and yawl
were immediately fent after them, and the pinnace

coming near the canoe, fired in order to ftay

them, but to no purpofe, till one of the Indians

who rowed the canoe was wounded ; the owner of

the canoe, who fteered her, was a friar, who had
a quantity of gold which he had got at the mines.

This friar ran the canoe on fhore in a little illand

full of wood, at the inftant the pinnace and yawl
landed, and was running away, when a Portu-

guefe, who had no gold to hide, and knew the

others to be Enghfli, called the friar back, who,
with feveral Haves were taken on board the Duke,
but the wounded Indian died in two hours. Capt.

Rogers made the friar as welcome as he could,

but he was not to be comforted for the lofs of
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his flave, but declared that he would feek for juf-

tice either in Portugal, or in England.

On the 24th, Mr. Dover and Mr. Vanburgh
went to divert themfelves in the pinnace, and at

their return brought with them a creature that

Itunk intolerably. Its Ikin was covered with fur,

ftuck full of iharp prickles like thofe of an hedge-

hog, and its head refembled a monkey's. The
Portugueze, among v/horn were feveral Francifcan

friars, came to the fides of the fnips, affirmed that

it was delicious food, and that its ofienfive fmell

arole only from the f^in. However, none of the

failors had any inclination to tafte it.

On the 27th of October, Capt. Rogers, Capt.

Courtney, and fome of the other officers went in

tiie boat to Angre des Keys, to fee a procellion in

honour of the Conception of the Virgin Mary.
They were treated with great politenefs by the

Portuguefe Governor, who defired that their mufic,

which confifted of two trumpets and an hautboy,

might aflift at divine fervice inftead of an organ,

which was readily granted. When the fervice at

church was over, the muficians, who were by this

time half drunk, marched at the head of the pro-

cellion, in which was carried incenfe, the hoft, and
an image of the Holy Virgin, adorned with flowers,

encompafied with lighted wax candles, and carried,

on a bier l)y four men, followed by the guardian
of the convent, about forty priefts and friars, tb.e

Governor of the town, with Capt. Rogers, CajVc.

Courtney, and the other oiiicers of the Ihtf^s, each
of whom -had the complaifance to carry a v/ax ta-

per. Tiie rear was clofcd by fome junior priefts,

and the principal inhabitants, carrying confecratcd

candles. As foon as the ceremony v/as over, an
handfome entertainment was provided at the con-
vent for the Engliilii gentlemen, and another at the
guai'd-houfe by the Governor, whofe refidence wji3

about tliree miles di ft a nee.

VOL III. B
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Angre de Reys is poorly built, it confifting only

of about fixty low houfes^ covered with palmetto

leaves ; but it has two churches, and a monaftery

of Francifcans, which is very neat and plainly

furnilhed. But though thefe Friars had feme black

cattle, they did not chufe to difpofe of any of them.
The officers being returned on board, the boat

was fent back to the town for liquor, with an invita-

tion to the principal gentlemen to return the vifit

on board, to which they agreed, and fpent the

time with great mirth. In their cups they toafted

the Pope's health, while Capt. Rogers, in return,

toafted the archbifhop of Canterbury, and William
Penn, the celebrated quaker, which they pledged

with much good humour. As the weather was
hazy, the whole company lay on board all night,

and in the morning were fet on Ihore in the boat

;

Capt. Rogers making the fathers of the convent a

prefent of forae butter and cheefe. They were all

highly delighted with their agreeeable entertain-

ment, and promifed to take the greateft care of

fome letters that were given them to be tranfmitted

by their means to England.

The ifland of Grande is about nine leagues long,

and both that and the main is very high land. It

is covered with wood, and affords plenty of good
timber, and excellent water. It abounds with

monkeys, and other wild beafts; and with oranges,

lemons, and guavas, which grow wild in the woods.

The neceffaries they got from the town of Angre
de Reys, (which is fituated on the continent of

Brazil, on the other fide the harbour, formed by
this ifland) were rum, fugar, and tobacco; beef,

mutton, hogs, fowl, Indian corn, bananas, pine-

apples, plantains, guavas, lemons, and oranges ;

but they have no bread there except caffado, which
they call faranada pan, or bread of wood, and
they have no kind of fallading. While the Ihips

ilaid herej the winds were but little variable, they
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commonly blowing between the north and eaft,

and the weather was extremely hot. The rivers

and bays abound with fiflij the moll remarkable is

the Ihark, which has three rows of teeth; a very

tough Ikin, and when eaten taftes very ftrong,

.efpecially the old ones : they are frequently ten

feet long, and though commonly attended by one
or two fmall fiflies, called a pilot fifh, are faid

never to devour them, becaufe tliey find out their

prey. The Ihark is very heavy, and his mouth
being below his head, he is obliged to lie upon his

back in order to catch his prey, and in this man-
ner often feizes men who are fwimming, taking OiT

a limb at a bite: but though he is extraordinary

ftrong in the water, he isfoon drowned by playing
with a line.

The pilot fifh, when fwimming in the water,
greatly refembles a mackerel, and looks as if he
were painted blue and white, in a circular manner,
refemibling a barber's pole. There is another fort

of a pilot fifh, which when out of the water is of
a deep blue, only his belly is of a higher colour
than his back and fides ; his fcales are fmooth like

thofe of a tench, and his back fpeckled like a feal's

Ikin. Captain Cooke ftruck one of thefe with a
harping iron, and found it eight inches long, and
three inches broad.

On the firft of December the Duke and Dutch efs

(ailed out of the bay of Grande, and on the 23d
made land, which was fuppofed to be Falkland's

J (land, and as they ran along the fiiore, it feemed
to refemble fome part of England, it having fe-

yeral good bays and valleys; it made a very agree-

able appearance ; and they obferved abundance
of ducks and fmall fowl^, befides Ihoals of fiili,

but could perceive no figns of inhabitants. They
guefied it to be about ninety miles long and fe-

yenty in breadth. The body pf this illand lies in
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about 51^. 20. foLith latitude, and 64.°. well lon-

gitude.

On the 5th of January they had a violent ftorm,

which foon filled the vvafte of the Dutcheis with

water to fuch a degree, that it was expefted ihe

would link every moment ; and at nine at night, as

the men were going to fupper, Ihe Ibipped a fea at

the poop, which beat in all thecabbin windows and
tulk-head, and hove the firft lieutenant halfway
between the decks, with feveral mulkets and pifols

that hung there, darting a fword that was againll

the bulk-head of the cabbin through a hammock
and rug which belonged to Capt. Cooke's fervant,

that hung againlt the bulk-head of the fteerage,

and had not the bulk-head of the great cabbin

given way, all who were in the other cabbin muft
inevitably have been drowned belore the water

could have run olF. The yawl was ftaved on the

deck ; and it is furpriling that many were not killed

with the bulk- head, the fliutters, and the arms,

that were driven with prodigious violence. How-
ever, one or tv«/o of the men were hurt, and not a

rag of dry clothes left in the fliip ; their chefts,

hammocks and bedding, being all foaked in water.

On the 15th they ftood to the northward, found
fmooth water in the South Seas, and faw feveral

albatrofies, pintadas, and other fea-fowls ; and on
the 17th found, by a good obfervation, that they

had got round Cape Horn, Terra del Feugo, and
the Streights of Magellan, and were to the north-

ward of Cape Vidtoria. The men began now to

drop otf with the fcurvy ; but on the 26th they
made land, which they took to be St. Mary's
I (land, on the coaft of Chili, and continuing to

fieer to the north, they on the 31ft faw the illand

of Juan Fernandes, when Mr. Dover, fecond Cap-
tain of the Duke, went off in the afternoon in

the pinnace, in fearch of provifions, and to find

tiie beil; place to anchor in ; but as fooa as it grew
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darlc, a fire was obferved on fhore, on which it

was concluded that there were Ihips in the road ;

and as it was believed that the light preceded from

French veifels at anchor, and that they lliould be

obliged either to fight them or to continue in

want of water, the Ihips were ordered to get ready

to engage.

Whilif they were under thcfe apprehenfions,

they ftood to the weftward, in order to fall in with

the foutherly wind, till having palled the ifland^

they returned back to it again, and running cloie

up to the north-eaft fide, the fqualis of wind which

blew from the ihore forced them to reef their top-

fails, when they opened the middle bay, where

they expe<5led to have found the enemy ; but faw

all clear, and no fhips either in that bay or in the

other to the north-eaft. About noon the yawl
was fent afliore with Capt. Dover, Mr. Fry, aiid

fix men well armed. Mean while the Duke and
Dutchefs kept turning to get in ; but fuch heavy
fqualls blew from the land, as forced them to let

go their topfail-fheet, and to keep all hands to

Hand by the fails, for fear of their being carried

away by thefe winds. Thefe fqualls proceeded

from the land, which is very high in the middle ot^

the ifiand.

The yawl not returning, Capt. Rogers fent his

pinnace, with the men armed, to fee what was the
occafion of her ftay, for he began to be afraid that

the Spaniards had a garrifon there, and might
have feized them. He therefore put out a fignal

for the yawl, and the Dutchefs fliewcd a French
enfign : However, the pinnace foon returned from
the ihore, bringing not only a great quantity of
Gray-filh, but a man clothed in goats Ikins, who
made a very v^^ild and uncouth appearance.

This perfon had been four years and four
months on the ifiand, being left there by Capt,
^tradling, who commanded a lliip called the
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Cinque Ports, of which this man, whofe name
was Alexander Selkirk, had been mailer ; and
Captain Dampier being at that time in the fame
Ihip, now telling Mr. Rogers, that Selkirk had
been the bell man on board her, he immediately

n^ade him mate of his own fliip. It was he who
made the lire the night before, on his feeing the

iliips which he judged to be Englifli. During his

Hay here, he fav/ feveral Ihips pafs by ; but only
two came to an anchor, belonging to the Spani-

ards, from whom he with difficulty eicaped. Had
they been French, he would have fubraitted ; but
he choie to run the hazard of dying alone on the

illand, rather than to fall into the hands of the

Spaniards in chofe parts, becaufe he apprehended
they would murder him, or make a (lave of him
hi the mines : For he juftly feared that they would
fpare no ftranger well acquainted with the South
Seas. Thefe Spaniards had laiided before he knew
what they were, and came fo near, that he had

much ado to efcape, for they not only fliot at him,

but purfued him to the woods, where he climbed
to the toD of a tree, at the foot of which fome of

them made water, without feeing him, and after-

wards killed feveral goats juft by : but went off

again without difcoveriog him.

He faid that he was born at Largo in the county
of Fife in Scotland, and was bred a lailor from his

youth. The reafons of his being left there was a

diiterence between him and his captain, which,

together with the Ihip's being leaky, made him
at firft willing rather to ilay here, than to go along

with him, and when he was afterwards defirous of

going, the captain would not receive him. He
had been before at the ifland to v,'Ood and water,

when two of the fhips company were left upon it

for fix months, till the (liip which had been chafed

thence by two French South-Sea (hips, returned

and took them on board.



ROUND THE WORLD. IS

He bad with him his clothes and bedding, with

a firelockj fome powder, bullets and tobacco, a

hatchet, a knife, a kettle, a bible, fome pra<5tical

difcourfes, and his mathematical books and inftru-

nients. He provided for himfelf, and fought for

amufement, as well as he could, but for the firfl:

eight months, had much' ado to bear up againfi

melancholy, and the terror which frequently aroilj

in his mind at being left alone in fo defolate a

place. He built two huts of pimento wood, covered

them with long grafs, and lined them with the

fkins of the goats he lliot for food, as long as

his powder lafted, which was no more than a

pound. He got fire by rubbing two fticks of

pimento wood together, upon his knee. In the

lefier hut, which was built at fome diftance from
the other, he drefled his viduals, and llept in the

larger, where he aifo employed himfelf in reading,

finging pialms, and praying, fo that he faid he was
a better chriitian, while in this folitude, than ever

be was before, or than he was afraid he fhould ever

be again.

At firft he never eat any thing till he was con-

ftrained to it by hunger, which partly arofe from
his grief, and partly from the want of bread and
fait, nor did he go to bed till he was unable to

watch any longer. The pimento wood, which
burns very clear, not only ferved him for fire and
candle, but refreflied him with its fragrant fmell.

He might have had fifti enough, but as he wanted
ililt, he did not chufe to eat them, becaufe they
occaiioned a loofenefs, except craw-fifh, which are

there as large as our lobfters, and are very good ;

thefe he fometimes boiled, and at others broiled,

as he did his goat's fleih, of which he made very
good broth ; for they are not fo rank as ours. He
kept an account of500 which he had killed, during
his refidenee here, and of his having caught above
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as many more,, which he marked on the ear^ and
then let them go.

When his powder failed he took the goats by
his fwiftnefs of foot; for being cleared of all grofs

humours by the continual exercife of walking and
running, he ran with fuch wonderful IVviTtnefi

through the woods, and up the hills and rocks,

that the fwifteft goat in the iiland was fcarcely a
match for him, as was oblervcd })y the perfons on
board the Duke and Dutcliefs, who, while they
ftayed there, employed him to catch goats, and
having a bull dog fent him from one of the fliips

with leveral of their nimblelf runners to aiiift him,
lie diilanced and tired both the dog and the men,
caught the goats, and ran back with them on his

fnoulders. He told them that his agility in purfu-

inga goat, had once like to have coft him his life;

for he w^is fo eagerly engaged in the purfuit, that

he catcbed hold of it upon the brink of a precipice,

of which he was not aware, the buflies concealing

it from his view, lb that he fell down a ])rodigious

height with the goat, and was fo ftunned and
bruifed with the fall that he lay there about twenty-

four hours, and on his recovering his fenfes, found
the goat dead under him. He was fo hurt that he
was fcarce able to crawl to his hut, which was
about a mile diftant, or to ftir abroad again in ten

days. Mr. Selkirk at laft came to relifn his meat
well enough without fait or bread, and in the

proper fealbn had plenty of good turnips, which
had been fowed there by Captain Dampier's men,
and had now^ overfpread forae acres of ground.

Ke had cabbages enough from the cabbage trees,

and fcafoncd his meat with pimento, commonly
called Jamaica pepper. He aifo found a black

pepper called malageta, which was proper for ex-

pelling wind, and a good remedy for griping in

the guts. He foon wore cut all his clothes and
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Ihoes, by running in the woods ; upon which he
made hinifelf a coat and a cap of goat-fkins, which

he ftitched together with llender thongs of the

famelkins: though he had no other needle but a

nail> and when his knife with which he cut thefe

thongs, was worn to the back, he made others,

as well as he could, of fome iron hoops that were
left alhore, which he beat ftraight, and ground upon
ftones. Having fome linen cloth by him, he
fewed him fome Ihirts with a nail, and ftitched them
with the worfted of his old ftockings, which he

pulled out on purpofe, and he had his laft Ihirt on
when he was difcovered in the illand. His being
obliged to go barefoot, made his feet become fo

hard, that he ran every where without difficulty,

and it was fometime after his being found, before

he could wear (hoes, for not being ufed to any fo

long, his feet fwelled on his firft attempting to

walk with them.
After he had conquered his melancholy, he

fometimes diverted himfelf with cutting on the
trees his name, the time of his being left, and his

continuance there. He was at firft much peftered

with rats, that bred in great numbers from fome
which had got afliore from Ihips that put in there

to wood and water. The rats gnawed his feet and
clothes while he llept, which obliged him to che-

rifli the cats by feeding them with goat's fleili,

when many of them became fo tame that they
would lye about him in hundreds, and foon deli-

vered him from the rats. He alfo tamed fome
kids, and to divert himfelf would now and then
ling and dance with them and his cats, fo that by
the favour of Providence and the vigour of youth,
being now only thirty years old, he at laft con-
quered all the inconveniences of his folitude, and
grew very ealy.

VOL. III. C
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At his firft going on board, he had fo much
forgot his language tor want of ufe, that he could

fcarcely be underilood, for he feemed to fpeak his

words by halves ; a dram was immediately offered

him, but he would not touch it, for as he had
drank nothing but water fmce his being there, he
had an averfion to any thing fo ftrongas fpirituous

liquors, and it was fome time before he could relilli

the fliip's provifions. He could give no account of

any thing produced in the ifland, that had not

been before difcovered by the Englilli, except

fome black plums, which were very good, but

hard to come at; the trees that bear them growing

on rocks and high mountains. Great numbers of

pimento trees were found there, fome of which
were lixty feet high, and about two yards in cir-

cumference, and cotton trees that were ftill higher,

and near four fathoms round.

The winter lafts no longer than June and July,

and is not then fevere, there being only a flight

froft, and a little hail ; and the heat of the fummer
is equally moderate, there being neither much
thunder nor tempeftuous weather of any fort, and
he faw no venomous nor favage creature on the

ifland*. This account gave Daniel Defoe the hint

of writing his ingenious romance of Robinfon
Crufoe.

On the 3d of February, they got the fraith's

forge on fliore : Capt. Rogers alfo fet the carpen-

ters to work, and had a little tent n>ade for him-
felf. The Dutehefs had alfo a tent ere6ted for her

fick men ; a few of thofe on board were employed
in fupplying the refl; with fifh of feveral forts, of

which there was great abundance. There were fea

fowls in the bay as large as geefe, but they are

iilhy ; and Mr. Selkirk, to whom they gave the

* The reader may fee a very curious defcription of Juan
Fernandes in Anfon's voyage.
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naitie of governor, never failed to procure them
two or three goats a day for the lick men, by the

help of which, together with the greens, and the

wholefome air of the ifland, they foon recovered of

the fcurvy. They fpent their time till the ioth ia

refitting tiieir Ihips, and taking in wood antj

water, and;^ilfo in boiling up about eighty gallons

of fea-lion's oil, of which they might have made
feveral tons ha^i they been provided with veffels.

This oil they refined for their lamps, in order to

fave candles ; the failors alfo fometimes fryed their

meat in it, for wattt of butter, and found it agree-

able enough. The men alfo eat young feals, of

Svhich, as well as the fea-lions, they found vail

nwmberson the ,iliore.; they preferred them to the

fliips provifions, and tl^iought thefe feals as good as

Englifli lamb.

As they had been informed at the Canaries, that

five ftoLit French fhips were about to fail into thefe

ieas, they made what hafte they could to get all

their necelTaries on board, and on the 13th of Fe-
bruary, a confultatt»n was held, in which feveral

regulations were made for preferving fecrecy, dif-

pipline, and ftridii honefty on board both veflels,

and the next day weighed in order to fteer for the

jfland of Lobos de la Mar, hayin^^ buried only two
men in the iiland.

On the 1 7th of February, they made land, which
was fuppofed to be the iiland of Pajaros, and on
tlve 34th, crofled the tropic of Capricon, when
they faw feveral tropical birds, among which were
the boobies; thefe are about the bignefsof a mag-
pye ; the feathers are black and white on the top
©f the back and wings, and white underneath ;

the eyes are large, the beak is red, and the tail

confifts of only one feather, which is about a foot

and a half long ; they fly high, and are fuppoled

to live on fifh, but ax'e feldoijti, |eeri SLuy >vhere but

l^ear the tropics.
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On the 3d of March, at which time the weather
was very hot, they faw feveral trees and pieces of

wood floating on the water, with many bunches
of weeds, and abundance of fea larks about them,
fome of which Capt. Cooke Ihot in the pinnace, as

a]fo a boobie that was almoft white, and a feal

which immediately funk ; with the fifgig they

itruck a very large fun-fi(h, but it at laft got away

:

It fwam very lofty, and came clofe to the boat

when they ftruck it. They alfo faw fome flying

fiih, which are long and flendei-, with a very large

eye, the body refembling that of a mullet in fliape

and colour. They fly fometimes near as far as a

gun-Ihot before they touch the water, and then
drop into the fea ; they being chafed by their ene-

mies the dolphins, who fvvim fo fwiftly that they
often catch them on their falling into the water,

and fometimes thefe filh drop into the fhips.

On the 14th in the afternoon, they faw a fail, and
the Dutchefs, being neareft, foon took her. She
was a fmall veflel, bound from Guaiaquil to Che-
ripe, to load for flour; and had been out 16 days ,*

the matter and men were all Indians, there being
only one Spaniard who was a paflenger. They
had nothing on board but about the value of 50L
in money. They informed them that all the
French fhips were gone home fome months before,

and having ruined the chamber of Seville, were to

trade there no more. They added, that the Spa-
niards had fuch an averfion to the French that at

Callao the fea-port for Lima, they killed many of
them, and quarrelled fo frequently with them,
that for fome time before they failed from thence,

none were fufFered to go afhore. The prifoners

alfo told them that there had been no enemies in

thofe parts fince Capt. Dampier was there four

years before, and that Capt. Stradling's fhip the
Cinque Ports, who was Dampier'sconfort, founder-

ed an the coaft of Barbacom, where only he, and
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fix or feven of his men were faved ; but being taken

in their boat, had been ever lince kept prifoners

at Lima, where they lived much worfe than Mr.

Selkirk had done in the ifland of Juan Fernandes.

Having manned the prize with Engliih failors,

they hauled ofFclofe on a wind for Lobos, but had

they not received fome information from the prize's

crew, might have endangered their Ihips by run-

ning in upon the flioals between the ifland and
the main; on the 17th, they came to an anchor

between the two iflands of Lobos de la Mar, to-

gether with their prize, which the next day they

prepared to fit out, as a cruifer, under the com-
mand of Mr. Stratton, calling her the Beginning ;

and having on the 20th ftored her with provifions,

and manned her with thirty-two men, llie put out

to fea, together with the Dutcheis. On the 26th,

the Dutchefs brought in another prize : She was
of fifty tons burthen, and had a cargo of timber,

ibme cocoa nuts, and tobacco, which laft was
diitributed among the crews of the Duke and
Dutchefs. Having on the 30th cleaned and refitted

the laft prize, fhe was named the Increafe, after

which, the lick in both fhips were carried on board
her, under the care of the furgeon, and Mr. Selkirk,

as mafter.

The two largeft of thefe iflands are called Lobos
de la Mar, to diftinguifli them from thofe named
Lobos de la Terra ; they are about fix miles in

length, and about fixteen leagues from the con-
tinent. They aiford neither wood, water nor any
vegetable. The foil is a white clay mixed with
fand and rocks, and feveral veins of Hate. There
is here, however, good riding for fliips in about
twenty-fix fathoms water. Here are abundance of
carrion crows, which looked at a diftance fo like

turkeys that Capt. Cooke at landing, blefied him-
felf at the fight, hoping to tare delicioully, and
was fo eager to have them, that he w ouid not ftay
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till the boat could put him on fliore^ but leapt into

the water with his gun, and getting near enough
to two of them that were fitting on a rock, let fly

at them : but when he came to take up his game,
it ftunk infuiferably, and made Capt. Rogers and
the other officers very merry at his miftake. The
other birds in thefeiflands are, penguins, pelicans^

boobies, and a fort of fowl like teal, that burrough
in the ground. The lliips crews got loads of thefe

laft, which they fkinned, and praiied them as being
excellent meat. The}' found abundance of bul-

rulhes and empty jars, which the Spanifli fifher-

inen had left on ftore ; for all over this coaft, they

life jars inftead of cafks, for oil, wine, and all other

forts of liquors.

Here are fome fea lions, and abundance of feals

much larger than thofe of Juan Fernandes ; but

the furr is not fo fine. They killed feveral for

the fake of their livers ; but a Spaniard, who was
one of the crew, dying fuddenly after his eating

of them, this kind of food was forbidden. The
prifoners accounted all feals very unwholefome.
The wind which always blew frelh over the land,

brought a very oifenfiveand noifome fmell aboard,

from the feals on the iliore which gave Captain

Rogers a violent head-ach, and every body elie

complained of it, though nothing fo offenfive had
ever proceeded from the feals on the fliores of Juan
Fernandes.

They were informed by their prifoners, that it

was thought that the widow of the late viceroy of

Peru would fhortly embark for Acapulco, with her
family and riches, and flop at Paita to refrefli, or

fail within fight of it, in one of the king's fhips

of 36 guns, and that about eight months before,

a fhip with 200,000 pieces of eight, andabifliop
with a quantity of plate on board, befides a cargo
of flour and liquors, had palTed by Paita for Aca-
pulco, They alfo added^ that they had left one
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Seignor Morel at Paita in a ftout lliip laden with

dry goods. That he was bound for Lima, and
that they expe6led in a few days the arrival of a

fhip richly laden from Panama. Upon this advice,

they agreed to Ipend as much time as poffible with-^

out difcovering themfelves.

On the I ft of April, they found the fea of the

colour of blood, which appeared upon infpe(5lion

to be caufed by the fpawn of fifh, which fwam on
its furface. On the fecond, Mr. Fry took a prize

in the pinnace, and on briging her in, fhe proved

the fhip before-mentioned, commanded by Seignor

Morel and his brother, her burthen was near 300
tons; fhe was deeply laden with dry goods^ and
befides her cargo, had fifty negroes on board, and
many pafTengers bound from Panama to Lima,
with a fine ffock of frefh provifions ; the command
of this veflel was given to Mi*. Fry. The day
following, the Beginning took a prize of fifty tons

burthen, laden with timber and bound for Lima.
She had the value of about 90 or lool. in plate

^nd money, and by this veflel they were inform-

ed, that the bifhop already mentioned was coming
by fea from Panama to Lima, upon which informa-

tion, the cruifers were ftationed in fuch a man-
ner as feemed to bid faireft for fhortening his

voyage.

On the 12th of April, it was refolved in a com-
mittee, not to fend the Beginning prize into Paita,

as had been agreed on, for fear of difcovery ; but
to attempt the town of Guaiaquil. The enterprize

to be condmffed by the three captains, Rogers,
Courtney, auvd Dover; the firft to command 71
oflicers and failors; the fecond to be at the head of

73 men, and the third to command a company of

70 mariners ; Gipt. Dampier to command the ar-

tillery, with a referve of 22 men ; Capt. Edward
Cooke was to com-jnand the Dutchefs wth 42 men

;
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and Capt. Robert Fry, the Duke with 40 men.
The blacks, Indians, and prifoners were 260 more.
On the 13th, they hauled in for Cape Blanco,

when a committee being held, it was agreed for the

encouragement of the officers and common men,
that all gold rings, buttons and buckles, bedding

and clothes, liquors and provilions, with ail forts

of arms, except great guns for ihips, fliould be
allowed as plunder, to be equally divided among
the men on board, or on fl:iore, according to their

"whole fhares ; and that all wrought gold or filver,

crucifixes, and watches, found about the prifoners,

iliould be alfo plunder, except money, women's
ear-rings, loofe diamonds, pearls and precious

itones ; and that none Ihould keep any plunder^

but deliver it to his officer publicldy to bedepofited

in a place appointed and entered in books for the

fatisfa6tion of all concerned ; but that thofe who
Ihould commit any diforder on lliore, difobey com-
mand, quit their pofl:, or behave cowardly in any
action, fiiould lofe their lliares of the plu'ndery and
be feverely puniflied.

On the 1 5th in the morning, they faw a fail near
the Ihore, and having little wind, the Duke's boat,

commanded by Capt. Fry, and the Dutchefs's by
Capt. Cooke, rowed off for her, in fuch hafl:e that

neither of them had the fwivel guns they ufed to

carry in their boats, nor their full complement of

men ; and only ten mufkets, four piftols, and not

much powder and lliot, nor any water. They
rowed very hard to come up with the fhip, for the

fpace of fix leagues, when the Duke's boat, coming
lirft near her, (he put out Spanifli colours, fired a

gun at the boat, and hoifted a Spanifh flag at the

main -top- maft head. The Duke's boat then lay

by for the other to come up. The difpute became
hot, and continued fo for a long time, the boats

keeping a conflant fire, and the enemy anfwering

it^ by which they killed Capt. Rogers's brother^
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and another perfon, and wounded one in the Duke's

boat and two in the Dutchefs's. At length the

Duke's boat finding the enterprize too difficult,

bore away, and fome time after the other did fo too.

When Capt. Fry putting fome of his men on board

the Dwtchefs's boat with a fupply of powder and
lliot, Capt. Cooke attacked her again, and the fhips

coming up, the Spaniards ftruck to the Dutchefs.

This was the Ihip they had lo long expedled. She

had been built by the French, had feventy blacks,

and many paflTengers, but they had fet the biihop

on Ihore with his treafure, and feveral of his at-

tendants at Point St. Helena.

On the 17th, every thing being in order, the

men intended for the defcent upon Guaiaquil,

amcunting to 201, went on board the two barks,

when Capt. Cooke was lent for on board the

Putchefs, and Capt. Fry to the Duke, to take care

oftheftiips, prizes, and prifoners, which were to

keep at a convenient diftance from the barks, to

prevent their being difcovered by the enemy ; after

which Capt. Rogers and his barks, together with

Capt. Courtney; came to an anchor off Punta
Arena ; then taking to their boats, with forty

men, they made for F'una, an ifland covered with
fwamps and over- run with mangroves, and in the

morning came to a grappling dole under the land,

out of the fight of the look-outs. At feven in the

evening, the fiiip came to an anchor between St.

Clara and Tumbez, when the boat weighing, rode

within half a mile of the town, and came again to

a grappling, for fear of being difcovered, in fuch a

manner, that tiiey had the appearance of drift

tim ber upon the water. At four the next^ morning,

they got upclofe with Puna, fecured all the canoes

and bark-logs, and feized the governor of the

town, with about twenty of the people, by whom
tliey were allured that the inhabitants of Guaiaquil

Gould have no intimation of their being fo near,

VOL. ni. D
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thofe who had fled from Puna having taken refuge

in the woods. They found in this town a paper
that had been fent from Lima, copies of which it

feems were difperfed all along the coafts, to give

notice that Capt. Dampier was again arrived in

thofe feas: they were however pretty well fatisfied

that they fhould be able to execute all their deligns,

before any forces could arrive at Lima.
On the 2ift of April, the Beginning was fent

a-head towards Point Arena, on the ifland of Puna,
for fear of danger, but fhe found there only an
empty veffel, riding clofe under the point. This
was a Spanilh bark fent to load fait, but the men
feeing the Englilli approach, thought proper to

abandon her. All apprehenfions were now entirely

removed, and therefore at five in the afternoon,

the barks and boats rowed for the town of Guaia-
quil, and at eleven faw a light in the town, upon
which they rowed as gently as poffible for fear of

Toeing difcovered, till they came within a mile of
it, w hen they heard a centinel call to another, talk

fome time, and bid him bring fire. Perceiving

that they were difcovered, they rowed over to the

other fide againli the town, faw a fire made where
the centinels talked, and foon after many lights all

Over the town and at the water fide ; they heard
them ring the alarm bell, fire feveral voUies, and
faw them light a fire on the hill where the beacon
was kept, to give notice that they were come up
the river. At this the boat came to a grappling,

and fuch a hot difpute arofe among fome of the

chief officers, that they were heard on fliore ; but
the Spaniards not underftanding what they faid,

fetched an Englilhman to interpret what they
heard. However, before he came the difpute was
Over. This account they had from the very Eng-
lilhman who afterwards joined them, and pro-

ceeded on the voyage. The difpute arofe from a

council held in the item of one ofthe boats^ to re-
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folve whether they fliould land immediately or flay

till day-break, and the officers differing in their

opinions, it was agreed, that lince they did not
know the ground, and fince the barks, in which
were near half the men and the artillery, were not
come vp, to ftay till day lights when it was hoped
the barks would join them, and therefore they fell

a little way down the river to meet them, hearing

at the fame time feveral muiket fliot in their way,

which they atfirft thought might proceed from the

Spaniards along the fhore.

On the 2 2d at day- break, they faw one of the

barks at anchor, clofe under the fliore, within a
mile of the town ; and at flood the other coming
up the river, they rowed back to the bark, which
had fired at fome filhermen, who were palling by,

and whom they took. All their forces being now
joined, they held a council in the pinnace, pro-

ceeded up the river, and fent a flag of truce, with
the captain of the French built fhip, the governor
of Puna, and another prjfoner; then towed up
the barks a-breaft of the town and came to an
anchor.

When the captain of the French built fhip came
to the corregidor, or Mayor of the town, he
aiked the number of the Englifh, which the captain

magnified. The corregidor anfwered they were
boys and not men ; but the captain replied, he
would find they were men ; for they had fought
him bravely in their open boats, though he had
killed one of the commander's brothers, and
wounded and killed others, and therefore adviied

him to agree to ranfom the town ; for though he
had 3000 men he would not be able to withliand

them ; to which the corregidor returned. My horfe

is ready.

On the 23d, having towed the barks clofe up
before the town, the pinnace went up the river

^fter feme vefTels, and brought fix of them to an
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anchor by the barks ; they alfo took pofiTeflion of
two new fbips of about 400 tons each. They then
went on fliore with a flag of truce, and the gover-

nor came on board one of the prizes, to agree

about the ranfom of the town and Ihips, and to

purchafe the negroes and goods, for which he offer-

ed 140 pieces of eight per bale, one with another;

after this he defired to go on gore to prevail on the

gentlemen of the place to agree about the ranfom,

promifing to meet the captains again at feven in

the evening, but was not fo good as his v/ord ;

raean while the boats went up the river again to

fee for more fliips, but returned without finding

any. However they took feveral canoes, with fome
plate on board. After midnight the centinels hailed

a boat which came on board them with one gen-
tlemen fent by the corregidor, with a prefent of

tv/o bags of flour, two flieep, and two hogs ready
killed, two jars of wine, and two of brandy, affu-

ring them that the corregidor would have been
with them according to appointment, had not one
of the principal merchants been abfent ; but that

he would come off by feven o'clock in the morning,
and defired them to believe him to be a man of

honour. The three commanders returned their

compliments to the corregidor, and their thanks
for his prefent ; and defired that he might be told

that they hoped he would convince them pf his

being a man of honour, by meeting them at the

time appointed, otherwife the treaty fliovild bei at

an end.

At feven in the morning they faw a flag of truc^

on board one of the new fhips, when manning
their pinnace, they fent their linguift with a pro-

inife that if the corregidor came on board the

prize, he Ihould beat liberty to return. Upon
which he came with three perfons more. The two
frigates' barks where then ordered clofe under the

fliore, next the belt part of the town, and everj^
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thing got ready for landing, in cafe the agreement

Ihould be broke off.

The lirft propofals, made by the three captains,

were, that 50,000 pieces of eight Ihould he paid

for the ranlbm of the town, the two new fhips,

and the fix barks; befides which, the governor

fhoiild be obliged to buy off the goods and negroes

they had taken in the prizes, at certain ftipulated

prices, to be paid witiiin the term of nine days.

To the latter the Spaniards agreed, offering to

leave two hoftages for the performance of the

promife; but refufed to give the fum demanded
for the town and ihips, alleging that they had
men fufficient to prote6l them. When imagining

that the corregidor only waited to gain time, they

threatened, if their demands were not immediately

complied with, to fet the town and (hips in a blaze

before night. However, the corregidor and other

gentlemen agreed to buy the cargoes, and to give

hoftages for 40,000 pieces of eight for the town,
the two new Ihips, and the barks; but being un-
willing to lign this agreement, till it was confirmed
by the principal perfons in the town, and an In-

dian coming in a canoe to alk the corregidor whether
he had agreed, and that in cafe he had not, his

men were ready, and waited only for his orders to

begin the attack, it was propofed to feize him ;

but he alleging that it was contrary to the flag

of truce, he was fet on (hore again, and an hour's

time given him to get his men ready. However,
the boat went and came two or three times, with

the flag of truce, but the governor and captains

not agreeing, they towed nearer the fhore, wearing
the union jack at their top maft heads.

At four in the afternoon the men landed, fired

pn their knees at the brink of the bank, and, hav-

ing loaded, advanced with fuch bravery, that the
Spaniards fired only one volley, and fled, wliile

the Englifli prelling forwards, purfued them with
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the greateft intrepidity, and on their entering the

ftreets, faw four guns pointed at them before a

fpacious church ; but they no fooner came in fight,

than the horfe moved off with precipitation. Capt,

Rogers then called to his men to run and feize

the guns, and advanced himfelf at the head of

ten of them, within piftol (hot; which boldnefs

fo intimidated the enemy, that after one general

difcharge they all fled, except the gunner, whQ
uas an irifhman, who ftaid till he received four

wounds, of which he afterwards died. A body
of the Englifh now coming up, under the com-
mand of Capt. Courtney and Capt. Dover, Mr.
Kogers ftaid to fecure the poft he had fo bravely

gained, and took poiieffion of the church, where
about twelve pnfoners were taken, while the others

marched to the farther end of the town.

It is obfervable, that from the time of their

landing till their feizing the guns and taking pof-

feffion of the church, which was above a furlong

from the water fide, was not more than half an
hour. The guns were now turned upon the enemy;,

and Mr. Dampier placed at them with a guard of

twenty-five men ; but the Spaniards foon evacuated

the town. However, it was thought proper to fet

iive or fix houfes that fronted the church on fire;

thefe burnt all night and part of the next day.

The reafon of their burning thefe houfes was,

there being a hill near this quarter, and thick

woods, under cover of which the Spaniards might
annoy the guard, which was within mulket fliot

:

And indeed they kept firing all night out of the

woods at the centinels, or any others who ftirred

out of the guard, but without doing the leaft exe-

cution ; and feveral parties of horfe and foot came
down without making any attempt.

In the mean while the Dutchefs's pinnace, with

twenty-two men, commanded by Lieut. Connelly,

went up the river, landed at every houfe, took the
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plate and whatever elfe of value they found, and
had fome Ikirmifhes with the enemy, and in parti-

cular chafed thirty-five horfemen well arn^d, who
were coming to affift the inhabitants of Guaiaquij.

They found the houfes up the river full of women,
and at one place there were above a dozen hand-

fome well drefTed young ladies, from whom they

took feveral gold chains and ear-rings, but behaved

with fuch civility that the women offered to drefs

provifions for them, and brought them a calk of

good liquor. Some of the largeft gold chains the

ladies had concealed by fattening them round their

middles, legs and thighs; but the women in thofe

hot countries being thinly clad with filk and fine

linen, the men, by preffing on the outiide of their

apparel felt their chains, and modeftly defired them
by means of their linguift, to take them off with
their own hands. They called at this houfe for

provifions as -they returned down the river, whea
the ladies expreffed no uneafinefs or furprife at a

fecond vifit. They had taken a large empty bark
in their progrefs, but abandoned her. They re-

turned on the 24th in the evening, and brought
with them in gold chains, ear-rings and plate, to

the value of loool. but they all imagined that the

want of another boat prevented their obtaining

more than double thatfum, for while they fearched

on one fide, the barks and bark-logs crofled the
river in their fight, carrying many people wiih
their fubftance out of their reach. They alfo told

Capt. Rogers, that they had feen above 300 armed
horfe and foot in feveral parties, fo that they ap-
prehended the enemy, under the pretence of paying
a ranlbm, was endeavouring to gain time, till they
were capable of overpowering them by numbers,
when they agreed, in order to prevent their being

furprized, to airemble in a body at every alarm.

On the 24th, the Englifli colours were kept
flying on the towers of the church, where Mr.
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Dover kept guard all day, while the Captains
Rogers and Courtney, took care to have what they
thought moft ufeful conveyed to the water fide.

The governor of Puna, with another prifoner,

were the fame day fent to the enemy with propofals

for ranfoming the town ; but returned in the even-

ing, with an ambiguous anfwer, hov/ever they
dell red to be fent back again the next morning.
They were this day informed that the enemy

were coming down the hill, on which the alarm
was given, and part of the men being left with
the guns, Capt. Rogers marched with the reft,

and met Capt. Courtney and his company on the

bridge, retiring, who immediately reported that

the enemy was numerous and well armed in the

north of the town. However, the Captains, Ro-
gers and Courtney, having joined their forces,

which did not exceed 70 men, v/ent forward to

meet them, when the Spaniards did not chufe to

face them, but upon their advancing, retired into

woods, when the two captains not agreeing about
keeping poiTeffion of that end of the town, marched
back, taking fome of the moft valuable effects,

which were carried on board the barks.

On the 25th of April, the prifoners returned
with an offer of 30,000 pieces of eight, as a ran-

fom for the town, lliips, and bark, to be paid in

twelve days, which the captains did not approve,

as they were apprized that the Spaniards had dif-

patched an exprefs to Lima, to expedite the ex-

pefted fuccours. The fame day, the enemy appeared

thick in the woods, and as they fometimes came
out, the guards had fome Ikirmilhes with them,

and the afternoon was fpent in fhipping off provi-

fions from the town, and making preparations

for their fecurity, when it was thought proper to

join all their forces at the main -guard, where they

had their cannon mounted. At night they lay in

the church, round which centineis were placed
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within a mufket-fliot of each other, ev.er^ man
keeping his arms and ammunition in ex'd6\ order^

and being ready to rife at the leaft alarm.

At nighty a Frenchman in Capt. Rogers's com-
pany, who with fome others, had been fent to

llrengthen Capt. Courtney's quarters^ ftanding

centry, (hot one of the fail ors dead ; for an order

having been given to Ihoot every perfon in the

night, who did not anfwer on being challenged,

he called out to him in French, which the other

not underftanding, thus unhappily loft his life.

On the 26th in the morning, Capt. Courtney-

returned to his guard to cover the men who were
carrying provifions, and other plunder on board
the fliips, and the captains fent their final anfwer,

that the town ihould be fet on fire by three in the
afternoon, if fufficient hoftages for the payment of

30,000 pieces of eight within fix days, were not
immediately delivered ; but at two in the afternoon,
the prifoners returned from the enemy's camp,
with two horfemen, who informed them that the
Spaniards had agreed to this propofal, and that
the governor of Puna, who had been very inftru-

mental in concluding the agreement, with an old
gentleman taken on board one of the barks, were
to remain as hoftages for the performance of it,

and that if thefe gentlemen were not thought fuffi-

cient, thefe meffengers offered to remain prifoners ;

which was refufed, and they permitted to return
to the camp, in order to bring back the agreement
figned. The two hoftages lay that night at the
Englifli quarters, and the next morning were put
on board one of the ihips, while the Englifn drew
off from the city with drums beating and colours
flying, by which means the Spaniards were left

at liberty to return to their houfes. Capt. Rogers
bringing up the rear with a few men, picked up
many piftols, cutlafl^es, and pole-axes, which the

VOL. III. E
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men l*id thrown away through lazinefs, as they
marched, lb weary were they grown of a military

life. Onecircumftanceis worthy of mention. As
Mr. Rogers was marching out of the town, he
happened to mifs one John Gabriel a Dutchman ;

but took it for granted, that he was either killed

or made prifoner ; however, the poor fellow had
taken up his quarters at a houfe where there was
fome excellent brandy, which he attacked fo often,

that it laid him on the floor, and he was in this

condition when Capt. Rogers and his men quitted

the place. Soon after, the mafter of the houfe re-

turned, and finding the Dutchman ftretched at

his full length, and that it was difficult to difcover

whether he was dead or aileep, refoived to try the

experiment, but firft called in his neighbours,

who advifed him to fecure the Dutchman's arms,

which being done without any difficulty, they

railed him up, and fet him on his feet, when after

a little tottering, he opened his eyes, began to

ftare about him, and feemed to appear not well

fatisfied at finding himfelf in fuch company How-
ever, the honeft Spaniard, his landlord, foon fet

his heart at reft by reftoring him his arms, and
advifed him to make all the hafte he cOuld to join

his companions, who were not yet embarked, when
the Dutchman not needing many entreaties, fet

forward, and moving with all the alacrity imagin-

able, got fafely on board. Capt. Rogers remarks,

that this was the only man who had negleded his

duty by getting drunk.

Capt. Cooke imagines, that the Indians and
blacks carried off as much plunder as the Englifli,

for feveral of them were taken, as they went the

rounds, loaded with goods, which- they owned
t'hey had ftolen, and he was afterwards informed

that the inhabitants had given plate and money to

the negroes to carry out of the town, and could

Bever hear of it after. However, the plunder taken^



ROUND THE WORLD. 3^

exclufive of the ranfom, was very con fiderable, it

confining of 230 bags of flour, beans, peas, and
rice, fifteen jars of oil, 160 jars of other liquors,

cordage, iron ware, and fmall nails, about, four

halfjars of powder, a parcel of clothing and necef-

faries, 150 bales of dry goods, about the value of
1200I. in plate, ear-rings, &c. fome packs of in-

digo, cocoa, a ton of loaf fugar, &c. However,
abundance of goods were left in the town, befides

]iquors of moft forts, and fea flores, with feveral

warehoufesfuU of cocoa, fome fliips on the flocks,

two (hips unrigged, and four barks. The hof-

tages informed us, that during the treaty 80,000
pieces of eight belonging to the king, were fent

out of tlie town, befides their plate, jewels, and
other things of the greateft value, lb that if the
Englilli had landed at firfl:, and given them no
time, they were wtU aiTured from all hands, they
would have got atleaft 200,000 pieces of eight in
money, plate, and jewels, and yet that city had
not been fo poor for forty years pail as it was then,
there having been a fire about a year and a half
before, which had burnt down the beft part of
the city, and occafioned a very great ex pence in

rebuilding it. The men, however, thought them-
felves very happy, and all imaginable care was
taken that every man concerned in the expedition
iliould find his account in it.

Guaiaquil, the metropolis of the province of that
name in Peru, is about a mile and a half in length,
and is divided into two parts, called the old
and the new town, which are joined by a -wooden
bridge defigned only for foot pailengers, and is

above halfa mile long. The houfes in both towns
amount to about 500, but being fituated in a low
boggy ground, is extremely dirty in winter. There
is one regular fireet along the river fide to the
bridge, and from thence along to the old town.
I'here are fourchurches^ St. JagOj St. Augufiine,
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St. Francis, and St. Dominic. Before the church

of St. JagOj there is a handfome parade, and before

that of St. Dominic, a parade with an half moon,
on which fix guns might be planted, but there

were none when this defcent was made. Thefe
churches v/ere all adorned with altars, carved

work, and pi<5tures ; and in that of St. Auguftine,

there was an organ. But the plate belonging to

them was carried away ; the priefts and ftudents

being all gone into the woods. Some of the houfes

"were of brick, and the reft of timber or bamboo
fplit, and fome of them were decently furnifhed.

In the merchants ftore-houfes there were great

quantities of meal, brandy, fugar, clothing, cord-

age, andiron. The inhabitants had fome calaflies

which feemed of little ufe except to carry them a
ftone's throw to church, efpecially in winter, the
land all about being fo boggy, that no road could

be made for them ; and Capt. Cooke obferves, that

this fvvampy ground was full of the largeft toads

he ever faw, fome of them being as big as an
Englifli two-penny loaf. The town is well fituated

for trade and fliip building, it lying fourteen leagues

from Point Arena, and feven leagues from Puna;
it is governed by a corregidor, who is the chief

magiftrate, and is appointed by the king. The
3'iver is large and receives many fmall ones that

run into it ; it has many villages and farm houfes

on its banks, along which are abundance of man-
groves and farfaparilla, which impregnating its

waters are faid to render them of fervice in the
venereal difeafe ; but when the floods come down
from the mountains, the water is reckoned very
Tjnwholefome, on account of its bringing down
with it feveral poifonous plants and fruits, among
which is the manchanilla, a poifonous kind of
apple, that proves fatal to all the birds that ta lie

of it, and the Englifli faw hundreds of them dead

on the water while they were there. They alf©
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obferved many alligators in the river. They have

great plenty of black cattle, fwine, llicep, goats,

hens, ducks, and feveral forts of ibwl unknown in

England. They have likewife great numbers of

carrion crows, which the Spaniards will not fuller

to be killed, they preferving them to devour the

carrion. The lliips here are built under flieds.

The Englifhman, who had lived fome time in the

town^ told them that the December before, they

had three weeks rejoicings for the birth of the

prince of Afturias, when they muftered iioo foot

and 500 horfe, all in arms, which came from the

country round about, befides a much greater num-
ber unarmed. The inhabitants alone amount to

about 2000, including Indians, mulattoes, and
negroes. During this folemnity they baited 200
bulls to death, and ran at the ring with fpears.

Capt. Rogers having proceeded with the barks a

mile below the town, took his leave of them in the

pinnace, which was double manned, with a defign

to get before them to the fhips at Point Arena,
and the next day, which was the 28th of April,

reached Puna, where he met Mr. Duck and Mr.
Hatley in the Beginning, with an empty bark
they had taken. By day-light the next morning
Capt. Rogers got on board, where every body was
overjoyed at his return, after an abfence of twelve

days on fo dangerous an expedition. They had
been very uneafy at hearing no news of what was
done, and the fcarcity of water was fo great, that

for fome time paft, the prifoners had been allowed
no more than a pint a day. Mr. Cooke and Mr.
Fry had during this time been under much uneali-

nefs on account of the prifoners, who had ufually

their liberty given them by day, but at night they
were ftiut up between decks; and on board the

prize, which was not fo fecure, they w^re put in

irons every evening, which were knocked off in

the morning : but the prifoners in the feveral
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vefTels were never fuffered to have any correfpond-

€nce with each other, by which means they were

kept ignorant of their own ftrength, and of the

weaknefs of their mailers.

On the 29th of April, Capt. Cooke difpatched

the Havre de Grace's boat well manned in purfuit

cf a velTel that came in fight in the afternoon,

which immediately furrendered. This was a bark

of about thirty tons burden, laden with Guaia-

quil llieep, 270 facks of flour, 200 fugar loaves,

fome dried beef, with beans, peas, pomegranates,

quinces, plums, and marmalade. She had iix

men on board, befides the matter, who had left

Pulaniafeven days before, where orders had been

received from Lima to keep a good look-out, as an
Engliih fquadron was foon expefted in thofe feas;

whence it appeared that the arrival of the confort

fhips was not generally known.
Several days being paft, without their receiving

the ftipulated ranfom from Guaiaquil, they began

to think the corregidor intended to diiappoint

them, and to put them off till fuccours Ihould ar-

rive from Lima ; while the hoftages repined at their

fate, apprehending their being carried prifoners to

England. However, on the firft of May a boat

arrived with part of the ranfom, on which many
of the prifoners were fet on lliore ; and on the 2d
in the evening a boat arrived with 22,000 pieces of

eight, which having taken on board, they fent the

boat back with a melTage to the corregidor, that

they intended to fail the follov/ing day, and that if

care was not taken to fend the remainder of the

money before their departure, they w^ould take

the hoflages with them. Soon after Capt. Court-

ney took charge of the Havre de Grace, and fell

down with her to Punta Arena, whither Capt,

Rogers agreed to follow them the next morning,
waiting only to take on board fome black cattle,

Iheep, hogSj plantains, cocoas, and other provi=.
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(ions ; but before his departure he fet the governor

of Puna, who was one of the holtages^ and feveral

others on fhore, making him a prefent of four fick

negroes, and a bale of damaged goods.

The next day a boat came with 3000 dollars in

money and plate, which were taken on board the

Duke, the men who brought it declaring that the

other 3000 dollars would foon come, with 12,000

more to trade for goods. But it being fuppofed

that this was only defigned to keep them in the

bay till a fquadron of men of war arrived from
Lima, they refolved to make all poflible difpatch.

However, the Beginning being fmall, and of no
further ufe, they fold her to the Spaniards for

about the value of 50I. in pearls, gold chains, &c.

and put the prifoners on board her ; but kept the

pilot, a perfon who could fpeak Englifh, the

prefident of Panama's fon, and three remaining

hoftages ; five black women were given to each of

thofe captains who had been great lofers.

On the 8th they failed for the Gallapagos iilands,

but on the nth of May, above twenty men on
board the Duke, and near lift}^ on board the

Dutchefs, fell fick of a malignant fever, and the

number of difeafed on board both lliips hourly in-^

creafed. This diforder had been certainly contracted

at Guaiaquil, where a few weeks before their ar-

rival, multitudes of people had been fwept away
by a contagious difeafe, ib that the ground under
the churches, which were their ufual burying
places, was filled fo fail:, that they were obliged

to dig a large hole of about a rood fquare, clofe to

the great church, where guard v/as kept ; and the

Englifti lying fo long in the church, were fur-

rounded with unwholefome fmells.

On the 17th they difcovered land, and the next
day were within four leagues of two large iilands,

wiiich almoft join together: and foon after they

difcovered feveral others. They then fent out one
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of the boats in fearch of water, having firft agreed
on a place of rendezvous, at a certain rock, in

cafe of feparation ; but after two unfuccefsful at-

tempts, the boats returned, reporting that the
large ifland in which they landed, was covered
with nothing but loofe rocks, like cinders, and
that the earth was fo parched, that it broke into

holes under their feet, which made it probable
that it had been a volcano, but there was much
llirubby wood and fome greens upon it.

The 2oth, 2ifi:, and 2 2d, they fpent in plying

among the illands, where the boats, which went on
fhore, found abundance of tortoifes, large rock-
fifh, and guanas, which are larger here than in

the Weft- Indies, and of feveral colours and fizes,

and one fort has no prickles on the back.

On the 2 2d Mr. Hatley in one of the prize barks,

with five failors, four blacks, and an Indian on
board, with only water on board for two days,

and one of the prize (hips, were miffing, nor was
there any lign of their returning, though lights

were kept all night on the top-maft-head of the

Duke and Dutchefs, and guns incefTantly fired,

upon which Capt. Rogers went in fearch of them
with the Duke, the Havre de Grace, and a bark,

and in a few hours came up with the prize fhip near
the eaftermoft ifland, but could get no intelligence

of Mr. Hatley, whom they gave up for loft.

On the 26th, it was agreed to ftand over to the

main in fearch of water, which none of the iflands

had hitherto been able to afford, and on the 5th
of June, one of the failors heard fome of the black

and Indian prifoners talk of murdering all the

Englifh failors, and running away with the fhip

;

but on being charged with having concerted this

delign, they acknowledged they had fome talk on
that fubje6t ; but nothing was ferioufly meant by
it. However, to prevent any ill confequence from
thefe cabals, Capt. Hogers divided them among
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the other vefTels. The fame day a fhip of eighty

tons burthen, laden with iron, cloth, &c. ftruck

to the Dutchefs, after a Ihort chafe. She was named
the St. Thomas de Villa Nova, was bound from

Panama to Guaiaquil, and there were about forty

people on board, among whom were two women,
and feveral pafTengers of diftindlion, one of whom
was Don Juan Cardofa, who was going to take

upon himfelf the poft of Governor of Baldivia.

The next day they caft anchor on the eaft fide

of the ifland of Gorgona, and on the 8th the boats

of the Duke and Dutchefs brought in another

prize, a bark of 15 tons, (lie was called the Gol-

den-Sun, and had ten Spaniards and Indians, with

fome negroes, but no other cargo, except a little

gold-duft and a large gold chain, which together

were worth about 500I. with which they intended

to have purchafed fait and brandy at Guaiaquil.

In the evening of the 9th of June, a council of

all the officers, except Capt. Rogers, who was
indifpofed, was held on board the DutcJiefs, in

which after examining the prifoners, it was refolved

to fteer for the port of Mangla, and leaving the

Ihips in a fafe road, they were to row up the river

in their boats, till they could furprizefome canoes,

that were better adapted to ftem the tides of the

river, and with thefe they were to proceed as far aa

the rich gold mine of Barbacore, or St. Juan,
where they were perfuaded to believe, that they
might be certain of obtaining a confiderable booty,

lince the Spaniards there had not had the fmallell

intiiDation of an enemy's being fo near.

As Capt. Rogers had before agreed to confent

to whatever they fhould refolve, they hoifted fail

for Mangla, at about twelve the fame night. But
Mr. Rogers hearing their determination, refolved

to difcourfe with Mr. Morell and fome other prifon-

ers, on whofe knowledge lie depended, and by
them he was infprmed, that whoever had advifed
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the council to take fuch meafures, either defigned

to betmy them, or were ignorant of the affair

;

for Mangla was not only barren and unfrequented

;

but the road extremely narrow and full of Ihoals,

with fo ftrong a tide, that there was great danger
of the lliips being run on Ihore. Tlie prifoners

alfo afTured him, that the banks of the river were
all the way inhabited by a race of people ftrongly

attached to the Spaniards, who would ufe all pof-

lible methods to annoy them with their poifoned

arrows from the covert of the woods, and that the

river was fo narrow, that by felling trees acrofs' it,

they might efFe(5lually prevent their retreat, and
cut them all off. Upon this information Capt.

Kogers fent for Mr. Courtney and Mr. Cooke,
^vho being informed of the danger to which they
"were going to expofe themfelves, changed their

courfe in order to return to Gorgona, where they

refolved to careen, and fit out the Havre de Grace
to a6l as a third confort^ under the command of

Capt. Cooke.

On the 13th of June they caft anchor near the

Ihore of Gorgona, where the Dutchefs was ap-

pointed to careen, and the Duke to lie on guard
for fear of being furprized by the enemy ; as foon

as flie was turned out, the Duke was careened,

and in about 14 days they were again ready to put
to fea, to the great furprize of the Spanifli prifoners,

who obferved that the careening one of the king's

ihips at Lima, where there were all kinds of necef-

faries, and artificers ready to lend their affiftance,

generally took up fix weeks.

On the 29th, tents were fet up on fiiore for the
fick, who were by this time much better than
when they firft came to theifland; for the bare
lying on fliore, and having an opportunity of

walking about, had fuch an eWeS:, that they foon

gathered ftrength enough to return to their duty.

Thofe who were well went with the Spanifli pri-
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foners into the woods, where they were (hewn what
timber was proper for them, and thefe prifoners

gave them every aOiftance in their power. The
Englifli now laid out ground for a rope-yard, fet

up a tent for the coopers, another for the fmith,

another for a fail-maker, and another for a block-

maker, and for the better difpatch of bufinefs,

each had his crew to a<5l under him. It is not to

be fuppofed that thefe people were all excellent in

their profeffions. However, they carried on their

work very well, neceility and practice teaching them
many refources, which the ableft man in thefe

feveral branches of bufinefs would never have
thought of. Thus a manufadlory was fettled on
the ifland of Gorgona, and as every officer had his

pai'ticular charge, and was overfeer of one diftin6t

kind of artizans, he had bufinefs enough upon his

hands, and every body was bufily employed. The
Spanifh prifoners looked with amazement at their

working in that climate from break of day till

night; but what moft of all furprized them, was
that the Englilh found out fome new expedient,

whenever they were prelFed with new difficulties,

and when in the judgment of the Spaniards it

it was impoffible for them to proceed any further.

The great work on which they were employed,
from the 29th of June to the 9th of July, was fit-

ting out the Havre de Grace ; in which time fhe

being completely finiihed, they gave her the name
of the Marquis, and manned her from the Duke
and Dutchefsj when a good entertainment being
provided, they faluted each of the other lliips vvith

three huzzas from on board her, and liquor being
diftributed among the fhips companies, they drank
her majefty's and their owners health, and to their

own fuccefs, in conjunction with their new confort.

Soon after two of the main-deck guns were fent

from the Duke, and the fame number from the

Dutchefs, which with four taken at Guaiaquil, and
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twelve that were before in the fhip, made twenty

very good ones, the carriages being all new, or

fo well repaired that they were as good as if they

had been mounted in England. Her compliment

were lixty-one white men, and twenty negroes,

who as has been already faid, were under the com-

mand ot Capt. Edward Cooke.

The next thing of confequence was to carry

the prifoners over to the continent, for they were

feventy-two in number, and had they been dif-

mifjed before might have alarmed the coaft. The
two Morells, Don Antonio and Don Juan Cardofa,

v.'ere difmiiTed among the reft, and at their depar-

ture feemed highly fatisfied with the treatment they

had received, and in particular the latter, who
had been ill ufed by a Jamaica privateer, which he

once fell in with near Porto Bello. This gentle-

man, as we have already obferved was, when taken,

t)Ound to Baldivia, of which he was governor.

He was a lively, genteel man, of about thirty-five

years of age, and had been a colonel in the Spanifh

fervice. The Morells promifed to return in a day

or two, wkh as much money as they could raife,

towards purchafing fuch of the prize-goods as re-

mained on hand, which being only valuable on

the coaft of the South Sea, the captains declared

they would otherwife burn, together with the

galleons in which they were contained,

The bark and both pinnaces were employed in

landing the prifoners, and at the fame time they

took a fmall village, and returned to the fhips

with feven horned cattle, a few goats, four hogs,

fome fowl, and about fifty bufhels of Indian wheat.

On the 17th in the morning, the two Morells,

and Tome other gentlemen, returned in a large

canoe, with fome money and fruit, and purchafed

fome goods, at fo reafonable a rate, that they de-

fired to be permitted to come again with as much
Hioney as they could raife, a requeft which was
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not at all difpleafing to the captains, while there

was no apparent danger of an enemy capable of

hurting them.

The next day a negroe, who had the misfortune

to be bitten by a fpeckled Ihake, died in lefs than

twelve hours, though the furgeon exerted all his

fkill to fave him. The ifland of Gorgona abounds

with this fpecies of fnakes, fome of which are as

thick as a man's leg, and three or four yards long :

they are of an amphibious nature, and one of

them was the fame day found by the men upon
the forecaftle, it having conveyed itfelfon board by

the help of the cables.

On the 19th, there were found on board the

Marquis 500 reams of pope's bulls, which had

been a free gift from his holinefs to his catholic

niajefty, and would have produced a confiderable

revenue in th^fe parts, they being fold trom three

rials to five pieces of eight each, according to the

circumftance of the purchafer, who was thereby

excufed from falling fome particular days, from
hearing mafs, and other eccleliaftical injunftions,

the negleft of which, would otherwife have been
deemed fins. Some of thefe were thrown over-

board, and the remainder ufed as fuel, and thruil

into the fires kept under the kettles.

Soon after five of the negroes belonging to the

fliip, hid themfelves in the woods, in order to

defert to the Spaniards when their maRcrs were
departed, one of whom being retaken, was fcvere-

ly puniflied, and three others were caught two
days after, being forced by hunger to quit their

afylum.

On the 20th, a canoe came on board, in order
to trade, with fome money, and a quantity of
limes, fowls, and other refrelhments, and this

was fucceeded by another canoe on the following
day. On the 27th, the two Morells came again
on board with all the money they could get, and
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told the captains that the country being much
alarmed, they found much difficulty in getting leave
to come to them ; that the governor of Barbacore,
at the head of about 200 men was upon the coaft,

in order to prevent the people's trading with
them, and to oppofe them in cafe they fliould

land.

In rummaging the galleon, there were found
befides 320 bales of linen, woollen and lilks, boxes,
of knives, &c. a great quantity of bones in fmall
boxes, ticketed with the name of faints, feme of
whom had been dead feven or eight hundered
years, with an infinite number of crucifixes, rofa-

ries, religious toys in wax, images of faints, made
of many forts of wood, ftone, and other materials,

to the amount of thirty tons, with 150 boxes of
books, all of which had been brought from Italy,

and were defigned for the jefuits of Peru ; but
being of fmall value to the Englifh' Hiilors, they
fatisfied themfelves with taking a fample of moft
forts, to carry as curiofities to England^ and left

the reft.

But we muft not here omit a particular circum-
ftance. A large wooden image of the Virgin Mary^
which had been either dropt or thrown overboard,
was driven to the north point of the ifland, where
fome Indians from the continent being iifhing,

they took it up and brought it to the Ihore, and
fetting it up with great devotion, wiped it dry
with cotton, while fuch as were not thus employed
flood around, greatly amazed, praying and telling

over the beads, fancying that the image fweat.

Soon after fome of the people came on board one
of the Ihips, and reported that the fweat increafed

in proportion as they wiped it, and Ihewing the
cotton to the linguift, which they foolifhly believed

to be wet with the fweat of the Holy Virgin, told

him, that they fliould keep it as a choice relic.

The Morelis obferving captain Rogers to laugh at
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the {lory, endeavoured to cure him of his Infidelity,

by telling him one that appeared ftill more mar-

vellous, and, if poffible, moreabfurd. Some years

before there being a proceffion in the cathedral

church of Lima, which was then very richly fur-

nifhed with ornaments in gold, filver, and jewels,

the image of the virgin was in particular adorned

with diamonds and pearls. Thefe fplendid or-^

naments were, according to cuftom, left in the

church without a guard, till the night after the

proceffion, from the opinion that none would dare

to be fo facrilegious as to rob the church ; but an
unfortunate thief refolving to enrich himfelf by
one daring a6tion, broke into the church at mid-

night, made up to the image, and attempted to

take oif a ftring of rich pearls from the virgin's

wrift, when catching him fall by the arm, rue

held him, till being found in that pofture, he was,

on the credit of this miracle, apprehended and
executed.

On the 29th, a committee for regulating the
pi under was held on board the Duke, when feveral

rewards were given to thofe who had moft diftin-

guifhed themfelves, in order to encourage the men
to behave gallantly for the future ; but notwith-

ftanding the generofity fhewn by the commanders
on this occafion, a dangerous mutiny was, a few
days after, fet on foot, which might have proved
of fatal confequence, had it not been happily dif-

covered by the fteward of the Dutchefs, who hap-
pened to overhear the ring leaders debating on
the manner in which they fhould proceed ; for

above lixty of them had bound themfelves under
certain articles, which they had refpe61:ively figned,

to (land by each other, till they had obtained juftice,

as they termed it, in regard to the divifion of the
plunder, which they imagined unfairly diftributed.

Four of the chief promoters of this fcheme, among
whom was the perfon that wrote the articles, were
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immediately laid in irons, but were foon after fet

at liberty, upon their aiking pardon, and promif-

ivsg to behave better for the future ; the captains

thinking it would be very dangerous for them to

proceed rigoroudy with a fev/, when fo many
were concerned. To remove all feeds of difcontent,

Capt. Rogers gave them the ftrongeft allurances,

that they Ihould be fatisficd to the utmoft in every

legal demand, promifed to increafe their fliares of

plunder, and concluded with remonftrating to

them, in a pathetic manner, the danger of engag-

ing in fuch rafh and unjuftifiable conipiracies.

On the 7th of Auguif it was agreed to give up
to MefiTrs. Morell and Navarre their refpedive fliips,

with fome negroes, and all the goods they could

carry away, the latter contra6ting to give 1200
pieces of eight for the bark and the goods on board,

and to pay the remaining 3000 for the ranfom of

Guaiaquil, which fums he was to bring to Manta,
where they were to expe6l him vs^ithin twelve days.

Some ladies who were on board Navarre's Ihip,

acknowledged at their departure the great civilities

they had received during their being detained.

While they were at this ifland, one Michael

Kendal, a free negroe of Jamaica, who had for

fome time lived as a Have in the village the Englilh

had plundered on the continent, came on board,

and related the following remarkable account of

an unfuccefsful attempt made upon the gold mines.

He obferved, that when war was declared at Jamai-

ca, he embarked under the command of Captain

Edward Roberts, who was joined in commiflion by
the governor of Jamaica with the captains Golding,

Pilkington, and Rafli. They had 106 men, and
deiigned to attempt the mines of St. Jago at the

Ijottom of the gulph of Darien. When having

failed fifteen days up the river in canoes, and after-

wards travelled ten days by land, the Spaniards

and Indians became alarmed, laid ambufcades.
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and fliot many of them. At length, the enemy-

having atTeniDled upwards or 500 meo, and cne

Englilh being reduced to aOoui lixty, including

the wounded, the Spaniards, afterafmall ikirni.Ih,

in which tne Engliih had the advantage, lent them
a flag of truce, when being m want or provilions,

quite tired out, and not knowing their way back,

thtry furrendered tlieir arms, on condition of being

made prifoners of war. i hey were treated for three

days very well by the Spaniards; but on tue fourth,

when they thought all danger had been pait, an
order came from the chief Spanilh officer to cut

them all otF, which the Indians and Spaiiilh troops

cruelly did, as thefe poor dif rmed men fat at

victuals, and all were in a few minutes maifa( red,

except a Scotchman, a Frenchman, an Ei.glilli

boy, and twe'.ve free negroes, whom, at the mter-
celfion of a prieft, they kept tor ilaves. This man
who was one of them, was fold and fent to the
mines, where he cleared at leaft three pieces of
eight a day for his mailer, and was afterwards re-

moved to this place. The reft of thefe unhappy
captives were farther up the country, where they
had no opportunity to efcape.

Gorgona lies in 3''. north latitude, about fix

leagues from the main, and is about three leagues

in length, but narrow. At a diltance it appears
like three hills. It is full of wood and tall trees,

among them is the Palma Maria, of which the

Spaniards make mafts, and from it a ba'fam iil'ues,

that is efteemed efficacious in feveral difeafes. It

has a variety of trees and plants peculiar to thefe

hot climates. The animals found here are monkeys,
guinea-pigs, hares, lizards, and lion lizards, which
change their colours, and are fine creatures The
people caught here a very difagreeable creature,

which Mr Rogers fuppofes to be of the monkey-
kind ; it had fome little refemblance of one of thofe
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animals of the middling fize, only its hair was
thicker and longer, its face, eyes, and nole were

lefs, and more wrinkled and deformed, its ears

were fmaller, its teeth longer and (harper, its hinder

parts m^re clumfy, and its body thicker in propor-

tion, with a very fhort tail ; belides, inftead of

five fingers, it had only three on each paw, with

the claw longer and Iharper. On their letting this

animal go at the lower part of the mizen-fhruuds,

it was about two hours in getting to the maft head,

which a monkey would have performed in half a

minute ; it moved as if it walked by art, keeping

an equal flow pace, as if all its movements had

been dire6ted by concealed clock work. The Spa-

niards very properly call it a Sloth, and fay it

feeds on the leaves of a certain lofty tree, and
when it has cleared one, before it can get down,
and walk a little way to find and climb another,

it will become lean and almoft fiarved.

There are alfo in this ifland feveral fpecies of

great and fmall fnakes, which are fo numerous,
that it is dangerous for a man to walk the ifland,

for fear of treading on them.

Near the coaft are feveral forts of fifli unknown
in our feas, befides great plenty of mullets, but
they are hard to be caught with a hook and line,

this Mr. Rogers fuppofes to be occalioned by the

clearnefs of the water, which enables them to fee

and avoid the hook. Here are likewife abundance
of pearl oyfl;ers, and fome white coral.

As to birds there are not many, except a large

Ibrt of fowl called caracofos ; but in the rocks

there are a multitude of bats, which fly about
the ifland in the night.

Having completed their bufinefs at the ifland

of Gorgona, they fet fail on the 7th of Augufl:,

and about ten days after took a bark of 70 tons

burthen, bound from Panama to Lima; but flie

had very little on toard belides paflengers, from
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whom they learned that the whole coaft was alarm-

ed, and the inhabitants under the greateft appre-

henfions, they having dreaded a vilit from the

Englilh, ever lince their taking Guaiaquil.

On the 25th, the barks entered the bay of Te*
cames, and in a few hours the confort fhips came
to an anchor near them. Mr. White, the linguift,

ventured alhore without orders, with a Spanifh

prifoner, and landed juft as it grew dark, oppofite

the houfes, when fome Indians, lying in ambufhj

fired upon them, while others difcharged their ar-

rows and lances, though they called out to them in

Spanifli that they were friends. They had however
the happinefs to efcape being (hot, and to hide

themfelves all night, during which time thofe on
board concluded that they were either killed or

taken prifoners ; but at day-light they called again

to the Indians, and prevailed on them to trade^

provided their padre, who lived fix leagues off^

would give his confent. The linguift told them
there was a padre on board ; and they defiring to

fee him, he was fent afhore, where he wrote a let*

ter to the prieft of the place, earneftly recommend*
ing a trade, and expreffing the many civilities

ihewn to him and the other Spanifh prifoners. At
the fame time he let the people know how eafily

the Englifh could land and burn the church and
houfes; but that they were full of charity, and
kind to thofe in their power. This had a good
effedl, and they promifed that the next day they
would trade with them, whether the padre confent*

ed or not. On the boats returning with the prieft

to the (hip, he brought with him one of the Indians*

who entered it with a look of great furprize, and
was much delighted with the great cabin, in which
he laid himfelf down; he was naked, and lay on
his fide, gazing wildly with a look of indolence

and admiration, for an hour together, till Capt.

Rogers, giving him a dram of brandy, a few toy%
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and fome old baize for clothing, led him out, and
he was carried afhore. At the fame time trie reft

of the bo its, tu.iol rafks, with the men well armed,
rowed up a creek tor irefti water, when accidentally

meeting with one of the chief Indians, who was
painted and armed with bows and arrows, he ad-

viftd them to go higher up the river, otherwife

the water would be brack i Ih ; they offered him a
dram out ot a quart bottle of flrong brandy, on
which he drank the major part of it at once, and
went away extren^ely pleafed, telling them that

the fhould be fupplied with what they wanted from
the village.

At n'ght they received a letter from the padre,

to aflTure them that he would not interrupt their

trade ; and the next day they fold on fhore baize

and other goods for black cattle and hogs. It was
obferved that the red paint with which the Indians

were at firft daubed, was a declaration of war;

but after they had amicably treated with the Eng-
lifh, they rubbed it off, though they ftill kept

their arms. A prefent was made them of three

wooden images ot Spanifli famts, to adorn their

church, and this they . ccounted a great favour;

and Mr. Rogers fent a feathered cap to the chief

Indian's wife, which was likewife well received,

and in return he had a prefent of bows and ar-

rows.

The boats having brought a fufficient quantity

of black cattle, hogs, plantains, water, and other

provilions, and the fhips being heeled and cleaned,

they fet the prielt afhore, and gave him, according

to his defire, a handfome young female Negro, of

whom he was fonder than became his function,

witli fome baize, linen, and other things, as a re-

ward for promoting their trade. They alfo fent a

male Negrce and a piece of baize, to the Tecames
padre, as an acknowledgment of his kindnefs ; and
^ferwards put on Ihore their negroes.
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The village of Tecames lies in a bottomland
confilted of only feven houiesand a church, all of

them low-built, ot ipiit bamboos, and covered with

palmetto leaves; they were erected on polls, and

hoglties under them ; and to afcend to them they

had pieces of timber notched inltead of ftairs. The
men employed themlelves in killing wild fwine

with bows and arrows, and in ftriking fifh with

lances, at both which they were very dexterous.

The woman had only a piece of baize tied about

the waift, and carried their children at their backs.

On the 31ft or Auguft they failed from this bay,

with a fortnight's frelh provifions on board, in

hogs and cows. The next day they faw feveral

grampufles and young whales, engaged with the

thralhers and f\\ord-iifh3 and abundance of water-

fnakes, one of which was coming up the fide of

Mr. Cooke's Ihip, but the men beat it off; the

Spaniards fay, that there is no cure for fuch as are

bit by them.

On the loth Of September they made one of the

Gallapagos illands, and there laid in a fufficient

fupply of excellent turtle, befides a good quantity

of filh, which they fplit and falted. The Spaniards

reckon fifty of thefe illands, but only one of them
yelds frefii water They abound with fea and land

birds; among the latter are hawks and turtle

doves, both lb tame as to fuffer themfelves to be
knocked down with a ftick : here are alfo feals, fo

fierce as to attack any man who comes in their

way; this Capt. Rogers experienced ; he was on the

level fand, when one of thefe animals came open
mouthed at him out of the water, as quick and as

fierce as the moft: angry maftiff let loofe. He de-

fended himfelf by fi;icking a pike he held in his

hand into the creature's breaft, on which he retired

a little, but came on again, and this was repeated,

till having received three wounds, it retreated
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fnarling and Ihewing his long teeth out of the
water.

On the 17th of September they fet fail again,

and on the 4th of October came up with illands

called Tres Marias, where they ftaid till the 24th,
to take in wood and water ; but it was not with-
out difficulty they found a ftream that was whole-
fome, all the fprings they met with, except two,
from which they fupplied themfeives, bemg not
only bitter, but ftrong purgatives, occafioned
either by their palling through beds of minerals, or
among bitter roots of plants. While they were
there, feven negroes out of ten, that were fent on
Ihore to cut firing, deferced into the woods.
The middlemoft of the three iflands, named

Tres Marias, is fituated in 21*^. 35'. north latitude,

at a fmall diftance from the coalt of Mexico, they
lie in a range at nearly equal diilances from each
other, about four leagues afunder. The largeft,

which is the weftermoft, is about five leagues in

length ; the middlemoft about three> and the
eaftermoft fcarce two ; near the fmalleft are two or

three broken white illands ; one of the outermoft

appeared, at a diftance fo like a fhip under fail,

that a fignal was given for a chafe, but they foon
found thermiftake.

The trees and Ihrubs Mr. Cooke obferved there

were lignum vitse, birch, filk-grafs, prickle-pear,

euphorbium, and many others. They faw abun-

dance of different forts of parrots, doves, wood-
pigeons, black-birds, thruQies, red-birds, hum-
ming-birds, many hawks of various fine colours,

and bats with the ears and nofe refembling thofc

of a moufe ; many guanas, fome racoons, rabbits,

and excellent hares, which are much lefs than
ours. There were fuch numbers of green turtle,

that two men might fometimes turn an hundred
in one night ; the fifh were old wives, rock-filh,

cavollot, yellow-tail, gat-fifli and many others.
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On the 29tb of 0<5lober 1709, they failed from
the iflands of Tres Marias, and fleering to the

north, on the 26th fent the bark on the ftiore of

Puerto Seguro, in Cahfornia, in fearch of water.

The men faw feme Indians, who paddled to them
on bark-logs^ but were at firft afraid of coming up
to them ; but being prevailed upon to accept a

knife or two, and fome baize, they gave them in.

return a couple of live foxes, a deer Ikin, and two
bladders of water.

On the 19th fome of the crew ventured on (hore

on bark-logs ; for the fea was fo high, they did not
dare attempt landing with their boats. Upon
this occafion the good-natured Indians leaped into

the fea to guide the bark-logs, and on their getting

a(hore the Indians led each of the Englilh up the
bank, where was an old man, who had a deer-ikin

fpread upon the ground, on which they kneeled
before the Englilh, who followed their example,
and kneeled too ; the Indians then wiped the water
off the faces of the Englifh with their hands. The
ceremony being ended, each of the failors, fup-

ported by two of the natives, was led (lowly

through a narrow path to their huts, where they
were welcomed by a very dull kind of mufic,

which was made by an Indian rubbing two jagged
fticks acrofs each other, and humming to it. They
then all fat down on the ground, and having re-

galed their guefts with broiled fifli, attended them
back in the fame manner, with the Indian mufic.

The natives brought a fample of every thing they
had, except their women, children, and arms :

fome of their knives, which were made of fharks
teethj and a few other of their curiofities, the failors

brought with them on board, and prefented to
Capt. Rogers.

The place where they landed was inhabited by
above 200 Indians, who lived in huts made oF
boughs of trees and reeds, built in the form of

2
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bowers, with a fire before the entrance, and there

they lay and flept. The men \v ere naked, and the

women have only a Ihort petticoat made of lillc-

grafs, deer fkins, or thofe of pelicans, which do
not reach to the knee ; Ibaie of them wear pearls

about their necks, having firft notched them
round, and faftened them with a Itring of filk-

grafs ; for Capt. Rogers fuppofes that ihey know
not how to bore them. Thefe pearls were mixed
with little red berries, fticks, and bits of lliells,

which they confidered as fo fine an ornament, that

though the Englilh had glafs beads of feveral

colours, they would not accept of them. The
men are ftrait and well l;mbed, live by filhing and
hunting, and have a greater value for European
knives, fcillars, and nails, than for gold or iilven

They have long black hair, and are of a dark
bjown complexion Their arms are bows and
arrows, with which they are excellent markfmen,
and will flioot a fmall bird flymg. Their bows
are about fix feet long, made of a hard yet pliant

wood ; the firing is formed of filk-grdfs ; and the

arrows, whifh are four feet and a half in length,

are made ofjointed cane, with four long feathers,

about a foot from the notch tor the firing ; at the

other end is fixed a p'ece of hard wood, pointed

with a fliarp taper flint The women, who are

far from handfi)me, employ themfelves in gathering

and grinding grain on a ftone, and in making of

fifliing-lines They are an honeft people, and
would not take the leaft thing without leave ; they

were willing to affift the Englifli in filling the

water, and to fiipply them with whatever they

could get. The bay of Puerto Seguro has plenty

of albacores, dolphins, mullets, bream, and other

fifh, which the natives are very dexterous at ftrik-

ing with their wooden inflruments from their

floats, which are made of five pieces of wood, and
are moved with fl:iort paddles ; they frequently
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leap off the floats and ftrike the filh when they are

%ear the bottom : they alfo dive and bring up
pearl oyfters from the rocks. Some of the failors

told Capt. Rogers, that they faw one of them dive

with his inftruments, and while he was under
water, put up his ftriker with a filh upon the point

of it, which was taken ofFby another, who watched
by him on a bark-log. To this that gentleman

fays he gave the more credit, as he himfelf threw
fome rufty knives over- board, on purpofe to try

thefe excellent divers, and they feldom miffed

catching a knife before it was funk more than three

or four fathoms.

From the mountains down to the fea the lani

is rocky, but intermixed with pleafant vales and
plains. The foil is fandy, and in this place pro-

duces only a few ihrubby bufhes of different forts,

that afford thefe people feveral kinds of fruit and
berries, which fupply the place of bread: in

particular here are round berries refembling thole

of the ivy, which they dry at the fire, and the in-

fide looks and eats fomewhat like parched peas.

Another fort, like a currant, has a white pulp, and
eats tartifli, has a large flone within that refembles

a bird's eye, and a kernel that taftes agreeably.

They have a fmall black feed, which they grind
upon flones, and then eat it by handfuls. Capt.

Cooke's men ufed to thicken their broth with it,

and faid it fervcd as well as flour ; but when boiled

in water, it taftes fomelhing like coffee. They
have likewife a fruit growing in pods, the outfide

of which is green and peels off, and within, upon
a ftalk, are many black feeds like the head of a.

clove, which the natives alfo eat, they having the

tafte and fmell of green peas. Belides thefe, there

are feveral other plants, roots, and feeds, and a

kind of yams refembling thofe of the Weft-Indies.

They have alfo many forts of birds, as teal, herpn,
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ivild ducks, and among many others, a fine hirdl^

of the fize of a black- bird, but its back is of a dark
green, its belly yellowilh, the bill and tail are

black, and it has a red tuft of feathers among the

dark ones on its head.

During the time the fhips ftaid there the weather

^as ferene and pleafant, and fome of the men, who
Went in the bark about fifteenleagues to the north-

ward to view the country, faid it was there covered

with tall trees ; and the fkins that were found among
the people feemed a proof that they had their hunt-

ing feafons, when they went farther up into the

country to engage in the chace. They had nothing
like gardens or plantations about them. The long
itay of the Englifli made the natives grow familiar

with them, and they frequently went on board to

view the fhips, which they mightily admired. A
Ihirt was given to one of them, but he foon tore it

in pieces, and gave it to his companions to put
the feeds in they ufe for bread.

They now began to defpair of taking the Manilla
Ihip, a month having elapfed fmce the ufual time
of her paffing that way; but, to the general joy,

llie was difcovered on the 2 1 ft of December. Capt.

Rogers having no fpirituous liquors, ordered on
the 22da large kettle of chocolate to be made for

the fliip's company ; and after prayers began the

engagement, which continued very fmart for fome
time, when Ihe ftruck. She had a large Manilla
fliip in company but had parted with her three

inonths before: this prize was called Nueftra Se-

nora de la Encarnation, and the prifoners faid the
cargo in India amounted to two millions of dollars:

Ihe mounted twenty guns and carried 193 men, of
whom nine were killed and ten wounded. Capt;

Rogei-s received a fhot through the left cheek,

that ftruck away a great part of his upper jaw,

x^'ith feveral of his teeth, fome of which dropped
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upon the deck where he fell J *he however loft 119

iiiei;!, and x^nly one wounded befides himfelf.

On the 24th, the Dutchefs and Marquis went
out of the harbour, in order to cruize for the great

Manilla Ihip, and the fame day two centries were
placed to give a good look-out on the top of the

hill, with orders if they faw three fail in the offing,

to make three wafts with their colours. The fame
afternoon the fignal being made from the hill, all

the prifoners, amounting to 274, being fecured

aboard the bark, without arms, rudder, fails, or

a boat, twenty-two hands were left to guard them;
Capt. Rogers, though in a very weak condition,

and his head and throat much fwelled, got under
fail, and continued the chafe all night ; but he
could not, however, get up before the Marquis
was difabkd. He inftantly engaged : the attack

was renewed feveral times, till a cheft of arms and
cartouch boxes took fire, when all the three Ihips

being much damaged, it was thought proper, con-

sidering the force of the enemy's Ihip, and the
great number of men on board, to purfue no
farther.

After this bloody, though fruitlefs engagement.
In which they loft many of their men, and Capt.
Rogers was again unfortunately wounded, having
part of his heel-bone taken off by a fplinter, they
returned to Puerto Seguro, where they fpent their

time till the 7th of January in refitting, wooding,
and watering. They had for fome time been at

Ihort allowance of bread, but had now the plea-

fure to find as much on board the Manilla Ihip

they had taken, as with what they had left of their

old ftore, might be fufficient to ferve them in the

Jong run they were about to take acrofs the Soutl^

Sea.

They now refolved to man the prize, to which
ithey gave the name of the Batchelor frigate, anfl

Mr. Fry and Mr. Stratton were, ^fter much dif-
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pute, voted to command her, as Captains, and
have the full charge of navigating the vefTel under
Captain Dover, but his office was only to fee that

nothing Ihould be done contrary to the intereft

of the owners, and the fhip's company. They
then appointed the illand of Guam as the place

of rendezvous, and prepared to fail for the Eaft-

Indies.

On the loth of January, 1710, they weighed
from Puerto Seguro, but did not lofe fight of land
till the 1 2th i they however continued their voyage
with fuch fuccefs, that on the loth of March they
came within fight of Serpana and Guam, two of the

Ladrone iflands- The next day they fl:eered to the

Jatter, having been all day viewed by the natives

in different proas, who palTed by them with pro-

digious celerity, but could not be induced to come
on board. They were under an abfolute neceffity

of procuring a fupply of provifions, efpecially of

"bread and flour, of which they had not enough for

fourteen days, at the ftiorteft allowance ; it was
therefore refolved to getfomeof the inhabitants on
board, and to detain them as hofl:ages, in cafe they

Ihould be obliged to fend any of their men to the

governor. They accordingly took two Spaniards,

who hailed them and came on board as they were
turning into the harbour with Spanifli colours.

One of theie they detained by way of hofl:age,

while the other was fent afliore with two lingiiifl:s,

carrying a letter to the governor of the place, in

"which they demanded the liberty of dealing in 3,

peaceable manner for provifions and refrelhments;

for which they would not only pay immediately,

but behave in every other refpe<^ like friends,

threatening^ in cafe of refufal, to a6l openly as

enemies.

The next morning the Dutchefs's pinnace was
fent alhore with a flag of truce, to the crew of which

the natives behaved with great cordiality, pre-
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niiling to fupply them with fuch provifions as they

could fpare, provided the governor would give

them leave. About noon one of the linguifts re-

turned, and brought with him three Spanilh gen-

tlemen, who brought an anfwer from the governor,

exprefling his readinefsto accommodate them with

whatever the illand afforded. In return to this

polite declaration, a reprefentative was fent from

each Ihip to wait upon the governor, and make
him a handfome preient for his civility and readi-

nefs to fupply them.

On the 1 6th in the morning feveral of the offi-

cers went in the pinnace to accept of an invitation

they had received from the governor to dine with

him on fhore. They were treated with all imagin-

able friendHiip and refpe6t ; 200 men were drawn
up in arms at their landing, and the officers and
clergy of the illand conducted them to the go-
vernor's houfe, which was a very handfome edifice,

confidering where it was fituated. They were en-

tertained with at leaft fixty different dilhes, and
when they took their leave were faluted with a

volley of fmall arms. In return they prefented

the governor with two negroe boys drefled in

liveries, twenty yards of fcarlet ferge, and fix

pieces of cambric, with which hefeemed extremely
pleafed.

The ifland ofGuam is about forty leagues round :

the anchoring place is on the weft fide, and about
the middle is a large cove, with feveral houfes

built in the Spanifli tafte, with accomodations for

the officers and crew of the Acapulco fhip, the
fettlement being made on purpofe for that Ihip to

take in necefTaries and refrelhments in her way to

Manilla. There are about 300 Spaniards in this

and the neighbouring iflands, and moft of the
natives are converts to their religion. They told

Capt. Rogers that they had there eight priefis, fix

of whom taught fchool, befides performing their
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office as priefts. They had alfo fchools taught by
Mulattoes and Indians, who had learned the Spa-

nilh tongue, which is underftood by moft .of the
natives.

The i (land of Guam is full of hills, dales, and
llreams of good water ; it produces the bread-fruit,

the cocoa nut, and other fruit natural to the foil

and climate, belides oranges, lemons, citrons,

Biufk and water melons, which were originally

brought there by the Spaniards. The indigo plant

grows wild in fuch abundance^ that were they in^

duftrious, they might make great quantities of that

valuable article of commerce, but being fo remote
and out of the way of trade, they made no ufe of

it. They have plenty of cattle : but they are lean,

fmall, and generally white. The hogs here make
the beft pork in the world, from their feeding al-

moft entirely on cocoa nuts, and bread fruit : and
were not the Spaniards extremely llothful, they

might have moft of the delicacies and eyen fuper^^

fluities of life, of their own growth.

The governor lives on the north fide of the

illand, where there is a fmall village and a con--

yent ; and this is the chief fettlement of the Spa^

riiards, who marry with the natives. There were
not at that time above four Spanifh women on th^

illand : but though the people had plenty of pro-

vifions, and lived pretty much at their eafe, yet

money was fo fcarce among them, that they could

not raife a looo dollars in the whole ifland to pur-

chafe commodities from the Ibips, which they

would gladly have done. There were there about

200 foldiers, who received their pay from Manilla

by a fmall (hip which arrived once a year, and

brought them clothes, fugar, rice^ and liquor.

The native Indians are tall, ftrong, and of a

dark olive colour ; they all go naked, except wear-

ing a clout before, and the women a little petticoat,

The men are dexterous at flinging, and make ufe
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of pieces of clay of an oval form, which they burn
till it is as hard as marble ; they are excellent

markfmen, for the Spaniards fay they feldom mifs

hitting any mark, and throw With fuch force as to

kill a man at a confiderable diftance.

Having wooded, watered, and each ftiip received

its dividend of provifions, which in that com-
manded by Capt. Rogers amounted to fourteen

fmall bullocks, fixty hogs, ninety-nine fowls,

twenty-four baikets of Indian corn, fourteen bags

of ricCi forty-four bafkets of yams, and 800 cocoa

nuts, they on the 24th of March got under fail,

and after fullering fevcral itorms, and being again

under the apprehcnfions of wanting provilions,

they on the 25th of May made Bputon ; to which
illand both the Duke and Dut^hefs fent their pin-

iiaces, which foon returned with plenty of cocoa

nuts, and reported that the inhabitants, whofpoke
the Malayan tongue, behaved with great civility.

At this time, the velFels endeavoured in vain to

find any ground, though the Duke founded with

a line of eighty fathoms, and almoft run the bolt-

fprit aihore. In the mean while feveral canoes
brought fowls, Indian corn, cocoa nuts, pump-
kins, &c. which they exchanged for goods with
the failors. Some officers that were fentafliore in

the yawl and pinnace, were received by the king
and his nobility in a very courteous manner, and
promifed a fufficient fupply of all neceflaries. Both
his majefty and all his attendants were bare- footed,

and had no other covering than a cloth faftened

found their waifts.

After cruizing round the head-lands, and found-
ing for three or four days, they caft anchor in
between thirty and forty fathoms water. The
Duke's boat, which had been fent on fliore, about
this time returned with fome Malayans in a canoe,
who had been prevailed on by prefents to come
oil board, but they were of no ufe^ there being
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none on board either of the (hips able to difcourfe

with them ; and Capt. Dover, who had a linguift

on board, refufed to fend him, though upon fo

neceUary an occafion, neither could thofe people

be prevailed upon to ^o aboard the Batchelor, and
they were impatient to be gone, though Mr. Ro-
gers treated them with fweetmeats; however, at

parting they made figns, and pointing to the land,

called out Bootoo.

It was then determined to fend Mr. Dampier,
who was CapL Rogers's pilot, attended by Mr.
Van burgh, Mr. Connelly, and the linguift, to

difcover the town, and wait on the king to defire

a fupply of provifions, which they would gladly

pay for. The next day a melTenger from the king

came on board with a letter from the Englilh offi-

cers, who had been received very courteoully, and
promifed a fupply of provifions in cafe they could

come to an agreement. Thofe on board fliewed

the melTenger and thofe who came with him, fam-

pies of what they had to difpofe of, made them
prefents, and entertained them genteelly. They
made the king a prefent of a bifhop's mitre, which

was gratefully accepted, and at the melTenger and
his attendants going off, they were faluted with

five guns and three huzzas from each fliip.

The inhabitants now brought fowls, Indian

corn, and cocoa nuts, to exchange with the Eng-
lilh ; but they held them at a high price. Two
days after the pinnace returned from the town,

with a myfterious account of the proceedings on
Ihore, and Mr. Dampier brought a fmall quantity

of provifions as a prefent for the commanders; but

the two other officers were left behind to difpatch

what they could agree for. The next day feveral

of the principal inhabitants came from the town
with the Portuguefe linguift, under the pretence

of looking at the goods, and carrying famples to

the king, when the Englifli, by their thus trifling.
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began to be afraid that they Ihoiild get nothing of

them at laft, and fent the Dutchefs's pinnace to

hurry away the officers as fall as pofllble, with

what provilions they had already got, and to agree

with the Portuguefe linguift.

By the 4th of June they had got a pretty good
fupply of provifions from the country people, and
determined to wafte their time no longer in that

place, but fail to Batavia. The next day the pin-

nace returned with Mr. Connelly, who informed

the Englifli, that the king of Bouton would have

obliged them to take a quantity of provifions at an
extravagant price, and detained Mr. Van burgh,

till the money was paid. The fame day fome of

the nobility came with four lafts of rice and a cafk

of arrack, which for difpatch fake was immedi-
ately agreed for, and when they were gone the

Portuguefe linguift came to fell fome provifions of

his own, but brought no news of the Engliih on
fliore, which raifed a fufpicion that the natives had
fome ill defign. They therefore refolved to keep
him till their boat returned ; but he being jealous

on account of the cool reception he met with, got

out of the fhip into his own canoe, and rowed away
as faft as pollible ; but he was foon overtaken by
the yawl, when all who worked at the canoe

jumped into the fea, but were taken up by the

Dutchefs's pinnace, and the linguift was again

brought aboard, where feeing he was likely to be
confined, he fent his canoe to town to defire the

immediate difmiffion of the Englifli. On the 7th

Mr. Vanburgh and all the men returned in the

pinnace, having parted very friendly v/ith the

king; but they could not get a pilot for any
money. Therefore, after having difmifled th^

linguift, they began to unmoor the fiiips.

The ifland of Bouton is fituated in 5*^. 20'. fouth

latitude, and is near thirty leagues long. The in-

habitants fay the king can raife 50,000 m^n, and:
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that all the adjacent iflands are fubje6l to hini.

Their poverty being a iufficient fecurity, they are

not afraid of the Dutch. They fpeak the Malayan
language, are of a fmall middle lize_, and well fet

;

they are of a dark olive complexion, and have very

indifferent features. They profefs the Mahometan
religion; but know little of it, except bathing,

abftaining from hog's flefh, and in keeping many
wives. No fpice grows here, but a few nutmegs.

On the 8th of June they weighed anchor, and
the following day came up with a vefTel bound for

MaccalTar, a Dutch fettlement on the fouth of

Celebes. The niafter, who was a Malayan, agreed

to pilot them to Batavia for a fmall gratuity, pro-

vided it was kept fecret from the Dutch. On the

2oth they entered the road of Batavia, and landed

thereon Wednefday the 21ft by their own reckon-

ing ; but on Thurfday, June the 22d, by the

Dutch account, they having loft eighteen hours by
failing round to the weftward, and the Dutch got
lix hours in going to the eaftward, which makes
one whole day, as is always the cafe in failing

round the globe.

Two days after the commanders waited on the

Governor, who having approved their commiffion
as private fhips of war, promifed them all the

affiftance poflible, but was not very exa6t in keep-
ing his word; for it was long before they could

obtain leave to careen their fhips. However, on the

23d of July they hove down upon Horn Ifland

;

proviiions were fold to them at an extravagant
high price, and they could not obtain an audience

of the Governor when wanted, without bribing

the fecretary and guards.

This ifland was very inconvenient to careen at

;

but they could not be permitted to do this work
at Unherft, where the Dutch careen their fhips,

neither where the Dutch carpenters fuflered to

ailift them ; fo that they were obliged to make ufe
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ijf Malayan caulkers. To complete thefe oppreffive

hieafures, the government would not permit any
of the Dutch to puchafe the Marquis, which the

officers agreed to part with, fo that they were
obliged to fell her at a low price to the firft Eng-
lifli bidder.

Capt. Rogers recovered his health very flowly.

While he was at Batavia he had a muiket-Hiot cut

out of his cheek, which had been miftaken for a

part of his jaw-bone; and feveral fplinters were
extra(5led from his heel. When he went on board
he found that he had been hitherto a ftranger to

the humour of the fliip's company, he now faw
them hugging each other, and bleffing themfelves

that they were come to fuch a glorious place for

punch, where they could have arrack for 8d. a
gallon, and fugar at id. a pound. They were ready
to quarrel who Ihould make the next bowl ; for

now labour was worth more than liquor, though a
few weeks before a bowl of punch would have been
worth half the voyage.

On the i2th of 06lober, having laid in a fupply
of provifions, and the men and officers being fur-

niflied with fuch neceiraries as they wanted, they
fet fail for the Cape of Good Hope, and on the

28th of December came to an anchor in the Cape
harbour. They faluted the Dutch fort with nine
guns, and the compliment was returned with
feven. Here they waited for a convoy till the
beginning of April, and on the 6th they fet fail ;

the whole fleet confifted of fixteen Dutch and nine
Engiifh fliips.

During this voyage from the Cape to Holland,
the moft exa6l difcipline was obferved by the whole
fleet, and all imaginable refpe6t fliewn to the

Dutch Admiral, though he only commanded a
trading Ihip belonging to the Eaft- India company.
He was a naan of abilities and great good nature.
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He behaved very refpe(5tfully to the Engliih, cften

entertaining the commanders on board his fhip.

On the 23d of July they all arrived in the Texel,

when the Dutch fired all their guns, and the Eng-
liih feiuted the commodore and flag with feveral

rounds. They weighed anchor from the Texel
on the 2 2d of September, and on the 2d of 06io-.

ber 171 1, arrived iafe in the Downs, having fpent

juft three years and two months in failing round
the world, reckoning the day they had loft as

i^bGye-mentioned.
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COMMODORE ANSON,

ROUND THE EWORLD.

Commodore Anfon on board the Centurion of 60 guns and 400

men, together with the Gloucefter, Severn, Pearl, Wager,

and Tryal floop, attended by two viftuallers, failed from St.

Helen's on the i8th of September,. 1740, and after many-

perilous adventures returned to Spithead with the Centurion

alone, in the year 1744, after a voyage of three years and

nine months.

An the year 1 736, a war with Spain appearing

inevitable, it was propofed to cutofFthe principal

refources of the Spaniards, and to deprive them
of the returns of that treailire, which alone could

enable them to carry on a war againft Great-

Britain. For this purpofe feveral proje6ls were

examined, and relblutions taken by the council,

and it was at length determined that Mr. Anfon
Ihould be fent with a fquadron to the South Seas,

but the execution of this project was delayed, and
indeed, fuch meafures were taken as had a natural

tendency to render it ineffectual ; for though a

confiderable number of land forces were at iirft

allowed, it was at length, from fome ftrange inf;i-

tuation, agreed, that only 98 mariners fliould go
on board, and that inilead of land forces, their

place fhould befupplied with 500 invalids, collect

d

from the out-penfioners of Chelfea College. Of
thefe tlie raoft crazy and infirm were chofen for
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this laborious and hazardous undertaking, and
thofe who had the free ufe of their limbs deferting,

none were left for this important enterprize, but
the moll decrepid and miferable objei^ts that could
be coliefted out of the whole body. The voyage
Y\ as aifo retarded by the commodore's being oblig-

ed to take on board two agent victuallers, with
iiierchandize to the value of 15,0001. whjch they
were to exchange on the coafts of the South Sea
for provifions. By thefe, and many other delays,

the voyage was deferred till the feafon of the year
•when the wefterly winds are generally conftant and
very violent, and the difficulties and danger of the

palfage the greateft ; and in fliort, till the Spaniards
were fully acquainted with the commodore*s defti-

nat'on.

On the 1 8th of September, 1740, the commo-
dore, for fear of ruining the enterprize, weighed
from St. Helen's with a contrary wind, and cleared

the channel in four days. The fquadron conlifted

of the Centurion of 60 guns and 400 men, com-
manded by George Anfon, Efq. the Gloucefter of

50 guns and 300 men ; the Severn of 50 guns and
300 men ; the Pearl of 40 guns and 250 men ,

the Wager of 28 guns and 160 men ; the Tryal
floop of 8 guns and 100 men, and two victuallers,

which were pinksj the largeft of about 400, and
the other of about 200 tons burthen. But the

winds continuing contrary, they had the mortiii'

cation to be forty days in their paflage from St.

Helen's to Madeira, though it is often performed
in ten or twelve.

Madeira is lituated in a fine and healthful cli-

mate, and is compofed of one continued hill of a

confiderable height, which extends from eaft to

weft. On the fouth fide, the declivity is cultivated,

and interfperfed with vineyards and country feats,

belonging to the merchants. The only confider-

able town in the ifland is Fonchiale, which is fitu-

ated on the fouth at the bottom of a large bay

;
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it is defended by a high wall with a battery of

cannon, and a fortified caftle, which ftands on the

Loo, a rock that rifes above the water at a fniall

diftance from the fhore. This town is the only
place of trade, and the only place where it is pof-

lible for a boat to land, and even there a violent

furf continually beats upon the beach. Theifland

is juftly famous for its excellent wines, which feeni

defigned by Providence for the refrelhment of the
inhabitants of the torrid zone.

Here Mr. Anfon learned from the governor, that

a few days before his arrival feven or eight fliips,

fuppofed to belong to the Spaniards, had appeared

to the weftwardof the ifland, on which Mr. Anfon
difpatched an officer in a clean light Hoop to dif-

cover who they were, but the officer returned with-

out being able to get fight of them. Mr. Anfon
had great reafon to fufpefl: that thele Ihips weie
apprifed of his defigns, and were difpatched to

prepare the Spanilh fettlements for his reception,

and the juftice of thefe fufpicions afterwards ap-

peared, from his difcovering that the court of
Spain had a6lually fitted out a fquadron to attend
his motions, and traverfe his projects.

The commodore having at this ifland fupplied
the fhips with as much wine, water, and other re-

freflrments as they could talce in, weighed anchor
on the 3d of November, and the day after gave
orders to the captains, that in cafe the fquadron
Ihould be feparated, to rendezvous at the ifland of
St. Catherine's, and on the 19th the Induftry pink
having fulfilled her charter party, and her cargo
being divided amongit the other vefTels, flie parted
company, being bound for Barbadoes, to take in
a freight for England, but in her return from that
ifland was unhappily taken by the Spaniards.

In this long run, the men grew remarkably
fickly, fo that many died, and great numbers were
confined to their hammocks^ on which account
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the commodore ordered fix air fcuttles to be cut

in each (hip, to let in more air between the decks.

They were afflicted with calentures, a kind of

fevers tliat are not only terrible while they laft,

but even the remains of the difeafe often proved
fatal to thofe who thought themfeives recovered,

and always left them weak and helplefs. This dif-

order daily increafing while they continued at fea,

they were filled with extraordinary joy at the dif-

covery of the coaft of Brafil, on the i6th of De-
cember in the morning, and on the evening of the

i8th, they call anchor at the north-weft point of
the illand of St. Catherine's.

They perceived at a diftance two fortifications

which feemed intended to guard the palFage be-

tween the illand and the main, and feeing two forts

hoift their colours and fire feveral guns, probably
as fignalsforaflembling the inhabitants, the com-
modore concluded that his fquadron had alarmed

the coaft, and therefore to prevent confufion, fent

a boat with an officer on ftiore to compliment the

governor, and defire a piJot to carry the velTels

into the road. The governor returned an obliging

anfwer, and having lent them a pilot they anchored
in a large commodious bay on the continent, called

by the French Bon- Port, and the next day moored
at St. Catherine's.

As it was necelTary that the care of the iick

Ihouldfirft employ their thoughts, the commodore
gave orders, that each fhip Ihould ere<5t two tents,

one for the difecifed, and the other for the furgeon

and his affiftants ; after which about eighty fick

perfons were landed from the Centurion, and
nearly as many from the other ftiips, in proportion

to their number of hands. This necelTary duty
being performed, the fliips were next cleanfed,

fmoked, and every part well waflied with vinegar.

After which every method was taken to fecure the

veiTels againft the tempeftuous weather, the people
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had reafon to expe(51: in their paiFage round Cape
Horn.

St. Catherine's, though about nine leagues in

length, is no where above two in breadth, and
though it is of a conliderable height, it can hardly

be perceived at ten leagues diftance, it beh.g ob-

fcured by the prodigious mountains behind it on
the continent of Bralil.

Thisifland is covered with a foreft of trees, that

retain their verdure in all fealbns. But it is fo

entangled with underwood, thorns, and briars,

as to form an impenetrable thicket, except in fome
narrow paths made by the inhabitants ior their

own convenience, and thefe, with a lew fpots along
the fliore facing the continent, that are cleared

for plantations, are the only uncovered parts of
the ifland. The many aromatic trees and Ihrubs

with which the woods abound, render them ex-

tremely fragrant. Thefe woods alfo fpontaneoufly

produce many kindsof fruit ; and the proiudhons
of all climates thrive almoft without culture, fo

that here are plenty of pine-apples, citrons, le-

mons, oranges, melons, apricots, peaches, grapes,

and plantains. There are here alfo great pieiity

of pheafants, but they are far from taftmg fo well

as thofe in England. They have likewife fmall

wild cattle refembling buffaloes ; theie, however,
are but indifferent food, their flefli being ioofe, and
of a difagreeable flavour. The other provifions of
the ifland are parrots, monkies, and particularly

fifli of various kinds, which laft are exceeding
good, and eaiily caught. The water alfo is ex-

cellent, and is as fit for the fea as that of the

Thames.
Thefe advantages are counterbalanced by many

inconveniences. The woods and hills that fur-

round the harbour and prevent a free circula-

tion of the air ; and there is fuch a quantity
of vapour produced by the vigorous vegetation of

VOL. ni. K
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the place, that the whole country is all the night
covered with a thick fog. In the day-time the

men were peftered with mufketoes, refembling the

gnats in England, but more venemous in their

ftings ; and when thefe retired at fun-fetthey were
fucceeded by an infinite number of fand-flies, which
make a mighty buzing, though they are fcarcely

to be perceived with the naked eye. Their bite

raifes a fmall pimple in the flelh, which is foon

attended with a painful itching, like that arifing

from the harveft bug in England. In ihort the

failors had a melancholy proof of the unhealthful-

nefs of the climate ; for the Centurion alone buried

no lefs than twenty eight men after her arrival,

and yet the number of her lick was in the fame
interval increafed from eighty to ninety-fix.

The fquadron alfo fuffered many inconveniences

from the form of government, and new regula-

tions lately eftabliflied in the ifland. It was former-

ly a retreat for vagabonds and out-laws who fled

thither from all parts of Brafil, and who having
plenty of provifions, but no money, fupported'

themfelves without the afiiiftance of any neigh-

bouring fettlements. While in this fituation they

were extremely hofpitable and friendly to fuch

foreign fliips as came amongfl: them ; for as thofe

Ihips wanted only provifions, and the natives

wanted only clothes, the (hips furniflied them with

the latter in exchange for the former, and both

fides were highly pleafed with this traffic. But
of late, fince the difcovery of the gold and dia-

monds on the oppofite coaft, they had been oblig-

ed to fubmit to new laws and a new form of go-

vernment. They had at this time, inftead of their

former ragged, bare-footed captain, a governor
named Don Jofe Sylva de Pas, who had a garrifon

of foldiers, lived fplendidly, and had a better

knowledge of the importance of money than his

more honeft predeceflTors, and therefore took feveral
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methods of procuring it, which they were entirely

unacquainted with. One of thefe was placing cen-

tineis at all the avenues to prevent the people

felling refrelhments to the I'hips, except at fuch

extravagent prices as they could not afford to give,

pretending he was obliged to preferve provifions

for above one hundred families, with which he daily

expedled to have the colony reinforced. But this

was not the worit part of his condu61: : he was

deeply engaged in a fmuggling traffic, in exchang-

ing gold for lilver, by which the kings of Spain

and Portugal were defrauded of their fifth ; and in

order to ingratiate himfelf with the Spanifh corref-

pondents, had the treachery to difpatch an exprefs

to Pizarro, the commander of the Spanifli fquad-

ron, fitted out to traverfe Mr. Anfon's projedls,

and who then lay at Buenos-Ayres, in the river of

Plate, with a particular account of every circum-

ftance he could fuppofe the enemy would bedeli-

rous of being acquainted with.

While they were at this iiland they difcovered a

fail to the oiBng, and the commodore fufpeding

that fhe might be a Spaniard, gave orders for

manning his eighteen oared boat, which he fent to

examine her, under the command of his fecond

lieutenant, before Ihe arrived within the prote6tion

of the forts. But (lie proving a Portuguefe brigan-

tine from Rio Grande, the lieutenant behaved

with the utmoft civility, and even refufed to accept

a calf which the matter would have forced upon
him as aprefent. Notwithftanding this, the go-

vernor was greatly offended at Mr. Anfon's fend-

ing the boat, and reprefented it as a violation of

peace fubfifling between the crowns of Great

Britain and Portugal. This ridiculous bluftering

was at firft imputed to no deeper caufe than Don
Jofe's infolence ; but as he proceeded to charge the

lieutenant with behaving rudely, opening letters,

and attempting to take by violence the very calf he
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had refufed to receive as a prefent, there was reafon

to fulpect, that he ralfed this groundlefs clamour
only to prevent their viliting the brigantine when
Hie Ihould put to fea again, and difcover the fecret

of his fmuggling correfpondence with the neigh-

bouring governors.

The fquadron being refitted, and a fupply of

frefli provifions taken in, it fet fail from St. Ca-

therine's on the 1 8th of January, 1741, in order to

proceed to a defert and inhofpitable coaft, and a

more boifterous climate thai any they had yet ex-

perienced ; and three days after they had a moll
violent ftorm, attended withfo thick a fog, that it

was impolfible to fee at the diftance of two (hips

length, fo that the Ihips could not diftinguilh one
another; however, the next day at noon, when
the fog difperfed, Mr. Anfon difcovered all the

lliips of the fquadron except the Pearl, which did

not join hmi till near a month afterwards. How-
ever, in this ftorm the Tryal Hoop was a great

way to the leeward ; for Ihe had loft her mainmaft,
and for fear of bilging, had been obliged to cut

away the raft, the commodore therefore bore down
with the fquadron to her relief, and a great fweil

flill continuing, the Gloucefter was ordered to take

her in tow, and again ftand to the fouthward.

On the i8[h of February they difcovered a fail,

when the Severn and Gloucefter were ordered to

give chafe ; but Mr. Anfon perceiving it to be the

Pearl, which had been feparated from the fquadron

in the ftorm, a fignal was made for the Severn to

rejoin the ftjuadron, and to leave the Gloucefter

alone in the purfuit ; but to the furprize of the

fquadron it was obferved, that on the Gloucefter's

approach, the people on board the Pearl increafed

their fails, and flood from her. The Gloucefter

notwithftanding this came up with them, when ihe

found their hammocks in their nettings, and every

thing ready for arj engagement. The Pearl having
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joined the commodore, lieutenant Salt informed

him, that on the loth initant he had feen five

Spanilh men of war, which for fome time he ima-

gined to belong lo the Britiih fquadron, and that

he had fuffered the commanding lli;p, which wore

a red broad pendant, exactly refembhng the com-
modore's, to come within gun-ihot of hnn before

hedifcovered htsmiliake; out finding that it was

not the Centurion, he crowded from them with

all his fail, and happily efcaped, though the

whole fquadron continued the chafe all that

day.

On the 1 8th of February the fquadron came to

an anchor in the bay of St. Julian, on the coafl: of

Patagonia, when the Tryal was immediately put

in repair ; and as this port is a convenient rendez-

vous m cafe of feparation, for all cruifers bound
to the fouthward, a defcription of it, and of the

coaft of Patagonia, cannot be unacceptable to the

curious.

The country ftiled Patagonia extends from the

Spanifli fettlements ip South America, to the

Streights of Magellan. It is very remarkable, that

though the whole country north of the river Plate

is ftored with large quantities of great timber,

yet no trees of any kind are to be met with fouth

of that river^ except a few fruit trees planted by
the Spaniards near Buenos-Ayres : thus the whole
eaftern coaft of Patagonia, extending 1200 miles
in length, and as far back as any difcoveries have
been yet made, has no other wood than a few
infignificant fhrubs.

The land however appears to be compofed of
downs, of a dry gravelly foil, covered with tufts

of long coarfe grafs, interfperfed with barren fpots,

where nothing is to be feen but gravel. In many
places this grafs feeds immenfe herds of black
cattle, a few of which were brought over by the
Spaniards after their firft fettling at Buenos-Ayres,
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and thefe have multiplied to fuch a furprifing de-

gree, that they have fpreadfo far into the different

parts of the country, that they are not coniidered

as private property ; many thoufands of them be-

ing annually flaughtered by the hunters merely
for their hides and tallow, Thefe hunters are

mounted on horfeback, and armed with a kind of

fpear, which, inftead of having a blade at the end,

iixed in the fame line with the wood, is fixed

acrofs. With this, they purfue the beaft, and
the hunter who comes behind, hamftrings him,
after which the beaft foon falls, without being able

to rife again, when the hunters cruelly leave him
and purfue others, v/ho are ferved in the fame
manner. Sometimes indeed a fecond party attends

the hunters to Ikin the cattle as they fall ; but it is

faid that at other times, they choofe inhumanly to

fuffer the poor creature to languilh in torment till

the next day, from an opinion that trie anguiih

endured by the animal facilitates the feparation of

the fkin from the carcafe.

Befides the biack cattle annually flaughtered for

their taiiow and hides, many of them are taken

slive, without wounding them for the ufe of agri-

culture and other purpofes. This is performed

\vith aimoft incredible dexterity. The hunters,

who are mounted on horfeback, take a very ftrong

thong of feveral fathoms in length, at one end of

which is a running noofe ; they hold it in the

right hand, and it being properly coiled up, and
the oppolite end faftened to the faddle, they ride

at a herd of cattle, and when they come within a

certain diftance of the beaft they intend to catch,

throw the thong with fuch exaftnefs, that they

never fail to fix the noofe about his horns. The
beaft generally runs as foon as he finds himfelf

entangled ; but the horfe having greater fwiftnefs,

attends him till a fecond hunter throws another

noofe about one of its hind legs, and then both
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horfes inftantly turn different ways, by which

means the beaft is prefently overthrown, and
while the horfes ftill keep the thongs upon the

ftretch, the hunters alight, and fecure him in fuch

a manner, as eafily to convey him wherever they

pleafe. They aifo, in the fame manner, noofe

horfes; and there are not wanting perfons of cre-

dit who affert, (hat by the fame method, they catch

even tygers.

The horfes, which were originally from Spain,

are not only prodigioufly encreafed, but have roa
wild even to a greater diftance than the black cat-

tle, and though many of thefe are fine ones, yet

their numbers render them of fuch little value,

that the befl of them are often fold in the neigh-

bouring fettlements, where money is alfo plenti-

ful, for a dollar a piece.

Throughout this whole country there are alfo

conliderable numbers of vicunnas, or Peruvian
Iheep J but thefe being remarkably Ihy, and ex-

tremely fwift, cannot be killed without difiiculty-

On this coaft too there are vaft numbers of feais,

and a prodigious variety of fea fowls ; the moik re-^

markable of thefe are the penguins, which in Ihape

and fize refemble a goofc ; but inftead of wings have
Ihort ftumps like fins, that are of no ufe to them
except in the water. A principal difadvantage in

this country is the fcarcity of frefh water, which
howev^er has been fometimes found in fmall quan-
tities ; but the ponds and llreams are generally
brackifh.

On this part of the coaft, which at port St. Ju-
lian is not above 300 miles over, there feem to be
but few inhabitants ; but in the neighbourhood of
Buenos-Ayres, where the continent is near four
times as broad, and the climate much milder, they
are fufficiently numerous, and excel the more
fouthern Indians in a6tivity and fpirit. In their
bravery they nearly refemble the gallant Indians of
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Chili, who have frequently fet the power of Spain
at defiance, have otten ravaged their country, and
Hill remain independent. They are generally ex-
cellent horfemen, and extremely expert in the ufe

of all military weapons except tire-arms, which
the Spaniards are very lolicitous to conceal from
them ; and indeed the belt way of fubverting the
Span ilh power in America, feems to be that of
giving due encouragement to thefe Indians, and
thofe of Chili.

The Tryal being refitted, which was one of
their principal employments at the bay of St.

Julian, and the only occalion of their ftay, the
commodore held a council of the principal officers

on board the Centurion, and informed them, that

he was ordered to endeavour to fecure fome port
in the South Seas, where the (hips of the fquadron
might be careened and refitted, and propofed to

attack Raldivia, the principal frontier of Chili;

to which the council unanimoufly agreeing, new
inftru^tions were given to the captains of the fquad-

ron, importing, that in cafe of a feparation, they
Were to make the belt of their way to the ifland of
Nueftro Senoro del Socoro, where they were to

cruize only ten days ; when, if they were not
joined by the commodore, they were to proceed
and cruize fourteen days off the harbour of Baldi-

via ; and if not joined by the reft of the fquadron,

to direct their courfe for the ifland of Juan Fer-

nandez. It was alfo ordered that no ihip Ihould

keep at a greater diftance from the Centurion than
two miles, without an unavoidable neceffity.

Thefe regulations being eftablifhed, the fquadron

weighed anchor on Friday the 27th of Febuary
in the morning ; but the Gloucefter not being

able to purchafe her anchor, was left a confider-

able way a-ftern, and obliged to cut her cable,

and leave her beft bower behind. On the 4th of

March, when they were in fight of Cape Virgin
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Mary, the afternoon being very bright and clears

moft of the captains took that opportunity to pay

a vifit to the commodore ; but while they were in

company, they were all greatly alarm^d^ by a fud-

den flame burfling from the Gloucefter, fucceeded

by a cloud of fmoke ; but their apprehenfions were

foon removed, by the information that the blaft

was occafioned by a fpark from the forge lighting

on a quantity of gunpowder, and other combufti-

bles, which an otiicer on board was preparing for

life, in cafe it fliould happen that they ihould en-

gage the Spanifli fleet ; and that it had been ex-

tinguilhed before the fliip had received the lead

damage.
The fquadron found that in thefe high latitudes,

fair weather was of a very (hort duration, and
that when it was remarkably fine it was a certain

prefage of a fucceeding ftorm. The fine afternoon

juft mentioned ended in a moft turbulent night,

fucceeded by a dreadful ftorm the next morning,
which continued all day ; but at midnight the

wind abated, and the fucceedingimorning they dif-

covered the land called Terra del Fuego, which
afforded a very uncomfortable profpe6l, it being
of a ftupendous height, and every where covered
with fnow.

On the 7th of March they began to open the
ftreights, and had a profpe(5t of Statenland, and
illand, which in the wildnefs and horror of its ap-
pearance, far furpafTed Terra del Fuego. It feemed
entirely compofed of inacceflible rocks, which with-

out the leaft mixture of earth, terminated in a
great number of ragged points, that arofe to an
amazing height; all of them were covered with
fnow, and on every fide furrounded with frightful

precipices, while the hills which bear them are

generally feparated from each other by clifts

through the main fubftance of the rocks, almoft to

tlieir very bottoms; nothing can be imagined more
VOL. in. . L
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dreadful and gloomy; thefe ilupendous chafms ap-
pearing as if produced by frequent earthquakes.

The fquadron was hurried through thefe ftreights

by the rarity of the tides in about two hours,
though they are between feven and eight leagues

in length. As thefe are ufually reckoned the

boundaries of the Pacific and Atlantic oceans, the

men began to hope that their dangers were now
aimoft at an end, and flattering themfelves that

they had now nothing but an open fea till they
arrived at thofe wealthy coafts where all their wilhes

were centered^ they imagined that they were on
the point of realizing the golden dreams on which
they had feafted fo long in imagination. Thefe
pleafing ideas were greatly heightened by the

brightnefs of the Iky, and the ferenityof the wea-
ther; for though the winter was advancing, yet
the morning of that day was ^ mild and delight-

ful as any they had feen lince their departure from
England ; but they had fcarcely reached the

fouthern extremity of the ftreights le Maire, when
all thefe pleafing hopes were inftantly loft in the

profpe61: of immediately deftru61ion ; for before

the fternmoft fliips of the fquadron were clear of

the ftreights, the Iky became fuddenly obfcured;,

and the wind fliifting to the fouthward, blew in

the moft violent fqualls, while the tide, which had
hitherto favoured them, turned furioufly and drove

them to the eaftward with prodigious rapidity, fo

that they were in the greateft anxiety for the two
fternmoft veflels the Wager and the Anna Pink,

fearing left they fliould be daftied to pieces on the

Ihore of Statenland, which indeed they with the

iitmoft difficulty efcaped.

From this day, for about three months, they
ftruggled wi't'h fuch dangers and diftrelFes as are

fcarcely to be paralleled, and had a continual fuc-

ceffion of fuch tempeftuous weather, as furprifed

the oldeft and moft experienced mariners^ who
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<K)nfeired, that what they had hitherto called ftorms,

were inconfiderable gales compared with the vio-

lence of thefe winds, which railed fuch (hort and
fuch mountainous waves, thatjuftly filled them with

continual terror ; for had but one of thefe waves

broke over them, it would probably have fenttheni

to the bottom. The Ihips rolled inceilantly, and.

the men were in continual danger of being dallied

to pieces againft the decks and fides of the fhips;

for though they took all poffible care to fecure

themfelves from thefe fliocks, by grafping fome

fixed body, yet many ufeful people were forced,

from their hold, and either killed or difabled.

Thefe tempefts were rendered ftill more mifchiev-

ous, from the manner of their approach ; for if

the men, after being frequently reduced to lie at

the mercy of the waves under their bare poles,

fometimes ventured to make fail, with their courfes

double reefed, and the weather proving more to-

lerable, would encourage them to fet their top-

fails, the wind would fuddenly return with re-

doubled force, and in an inftant tear the fails from
the vards ; and to increafe the diftrefs, thefe blafts

commonly brought with them a great quantity or

fnow and fleet, which froze the fails, and rendered,

both them and the cordage fo brittle, as to fnav)

lipon the lighteft fhrain, while at the fame time it

benumbed the limbs of the people, and even dif-

abled many of them, by mortifying their fingers

and toes. The Centurion, by labouring in this

lofty fea, in which flie frequently lliipped great

quantities of water, grew fo loofe in her upper
works, that fhe let in the water in every feam, and.

fcarcely any of the oflficers ever lay in dry beds.

On the 23d of March a violent llorm of wind,

hail and rain, fprung the main -yard of the Centu-
rion, and the foot-rope of the main-fail breakin g,
the main-fail itfelf fplit inftantly to rags, and in

fpite of ail their endeavours to fave it, ipuch the
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greater part of it was blown over-board. This
obliged the commodore to make a fignal for the

fquadron to bring to, and the llorm flatning to a

calm, endeavours were inftantly ufcd to repair the
damage. They again got under fail ; but in twen-
ty-four hours were attacked by another ftorm, in

which the Centurion had her main-flirouds and
mizen-fnrouds broke. After this, the weather
for two or three days grew lefs tempeftuous than
iifual ; but there was fo thick a fog, that the Cen-
turion was obliged to fire a gun almoft every half

hour, to keep the fquadron together.

On the 31ft, the people were alarmed by a gun
fired from the Gloucefter, and a iignal made to

fpeak with the commodore, on which the Centu-
rion bearing down to her, it was found that the

main-yard was broke in the flings. This was con-

fidered as a great misfortune, as it would detain

them the longer in that inhofpitable climate ;

therefore, to fhorten this delay as much as poffible,

the commodore ordered feveral carpenters to be

put on board the Gloucefter from the other fhips,

that the damage might be repaired with the utmoit

expedition. And the captain of the Tryal at the

llime time complaining that his pumps were bad,

and the floop made fo much water that he was
fcarcely able to keep her free, the commodore or-

dered him a pump ready fitted from his own fliip.

The next day the fky looked dark and gloomy, and
the wind beginning to frefhen and blow in fqualls,

indicated the approach of a fevere tempeftj and
accordingly, on the 3d of April, there arofe a

llorm, which, from its violence and continua-

tion, exceeded all they had hitherto encountered.

The Centurion foon received a furious fliock from
a fea, which breaking over the larboard quartei%

Hove in her quarter-gallery, and ruflied into the

lliip like a deluge ; at the fame time the mafls and
rigging were much damaged. This dreadful ftorni
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lailed three days. On the 8th feveral guns were

fired, as fignals of diflrcfs, when the commodore
making a fignal for the fquadron to bring to, it

was foon perceived that the Wager had loft her

mizen-maft and main-top-lail-yard, and the next

day the Anna Pink had her fore-ftay and the gam-
mon of her bowfprit broke, and was in danger of

having all her mafts come by the board.

They now began to flatter themfelves with hopes

that their fatigues were drawing to a period, and
that they lliouid foon arrive at a more ho{]:)i table

climate ; for towards the latter end of March they

were, according to their reckoning, near ten de-

grees to the weft of the weftermoft jxiint of Terra

del Fuego, and ever fince had been ftanding to tiie

northward, with as much expedition as the turbu-

lence of the weather would permit; but thefe de-

lufions only ferved to render their difappointment

jnore terrible; for on the 14th of April the wea-

ther, which till then had been hazy, clearing up,

the Anna Pink, between one and two in the morn-
ing, made a fignal for feeing land right a-head,

which being but two miles diitant, they were all in

the greateft danger of running afliore ; and had
the wind blown with violence from its ufiial

quarter, or if the moon had not fuddenly flione out,

every Ihip muft have periflied. This land, to their

great amazement, appeared to be Cape Noir,

though they imagined they were ten degrees more
wefterly. For the currents had driven them lb

ftrongly to the eaftward, that when they imagined
they ran down nineteen degrees weft, they had not
really advanced half that diftance. By this dil^-

covery they found themfelves obliged to fteer once
more to the fouthward, and inftead of approaching
a warmer climate, were again to combat thole

dreadful blafts that had fo often filled them with
confteniation. To increafe their apprehenfions,
they were dreadfully enfeebled by the men falling
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fick and dying apace. Three days before they
loft fight of the Severn and Pearl, and though the

fliips were fpread out in fearch oi^ them, they never
law them more ; whence it was concluded that

they had run upon this land in the night, and had
pcnflied. Filled with thefe defponding th'oughts,

they ftood away to the fouth-weft, till the 22d of
April, when they were in upwards of fixty degrees

of fouth latitude, and fix to the wefi: of Cape Noir,

in which run they had as favourable weather as

could beexpefted : but on the 24th in the evening,
the wind increafed to a prodigious ftorm, and the

weather being extremely thicic, the four other

iliips of the fquadron feparated, nor did they meet
again till they reached Juan Fernandez, and the

Centurion, during this tempefl:, had her fails rent

to pieces, and much of her rigging broke.

The fcurvy had now for a confiderable time
made its appearance, and had fpread to fuch an
aftonifliing degree, that this dreadful difeale car-

ried oif forty-three men from on board the Cen-
turion only in the month of April, and double that

number in May, after wi\ich it wasilill encreafing.

The n^any forms wherein this deftru6tive difeale

attacks the human body, areas aftonilliing as they

are unaccountable. Its fymptoms are inconftant

and innumerable, and fcarceiy did the complaints

of any two perfons exa6ily refemble each other;

yet there are fome fymptoms more than the refi^,

Inch as large difcoioured fpots fpread over the

whole body, fwelled legs, putrid gUims, extraor-

dinary lailitude, furprifing dejection of fpirits,

fhiverings and tremblings, with a difpofition to be

feized with unaccountable terrors on the llighteft

accident, and vvhatever damped the hopes of the

men, added new vigour to the dilfemper, killed

thofe who were in the laft ftages of it, and confined

thofe to their hammocks who were before capable

of fome kind of duty. It often produced the jaun^
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dice, pleurifieSj rheuriiatic pains and putrid fevers j

but wliat is molt extraordinary, it forced open the

fears of wounds which had been many years healed,

and diffoived the callous of a broken bone, which

had been completely formed for a long time, fo

that the fracture feemed as if it had never been

confolidated. Many of the people, though con-

fined to their hammocks, were cheerful, talked in

a loud, ftrong tone of voice, and eat and drank
heartily ; but on being only moved in their ham-
mocks from one part of the Ihip to another, im>

mediately expired. Others, truifing to their ieeni-

ing ftrength, refolved to get out of their ham-
mocks, but died before they could reach the deck ;

and it was common to fee the men drop downdead^
upon a violent effort of duty.

On the 8th of May the Centurion arrived ofFthe

ifland of Socoro, which was the iiril rendezvous
appointed for the fquadron ; flie waited there

feveral diiys to no purpofe, in which Ihe was often

in danger of being driven upon the rocks ; for

there were ftill fuch prodigious fqualls, that with

the greateft difficulty they kept clear of the fliore.

In one of thefe fqualls, which was attended witli

dreadful claps of thunderji d fudden flaih darted

along the decks, with an exploiion like that of
feveral piltols,, and as it pafTcd wounded feveral of
the officers and men.

There would be no end, v^'ere we minutely to

defcribe the difafters and terrors the people en-

countered on this coalt, all which encreafed till

the 22d of May, v^'hen the fury of ail the itorms

they had hitherto endured ieeuied to be united,

and to have confj:iired their dellruftion. Almoft
all the fails of the Centurion were fplit, and great

part of her ihmding rigging broke, and a moun-
tainous fea taking her in her Itarboard quarter,

gave her fo prodigious a fnock, that feveral of the

ilirouds broke with the Jerk, and the ballail: and
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ftores were fo ftrangely fhifted, that the fliip after-

wards lay on her larboard fide. By this tremen-
dous blow the people were thrown into the utmoft
confternation, from the dread of immediately
foundering ; but the wind abating, they endea-

voured all they could to mend their fails, and re-

pair their damage, during which they were driven

afhore on the ifland of Chiloe; but the wind hap-

pily fhifting to thefouthward, they fteered ofTland

with only the main- fail, the mailer and the reve-

rend Mr. Walter, the commodore's chaplain, un-
dertaking the management of the helm, while the

reft were eaiployed in fecuring the mafts and bend-
ing the fails.

This was the laft ftormy weather they met with

in that climate ; for after a fortnight's cruize, with-

out feeing any of the other fliips, the Centurion

that day got clear of the land, and the weather
being pretty moderate, bore away for Juan Fer-

nandez, which was thought to afford the only
chance the men had left to avoid periihing at fea ;

for though the harbour of Baldivia was the next
appointed rendezvous, it was no longer thought
on, the fole hope now left being that of faving the

Ihip, and the few remaining lives on board. Time
being now extremely precious, as four, five and
lix of the Centurion's men died in a day, they ftood

direftly for that illand ; but not finding it in the

pofition the charts had taught them to expe6l it in,

they began to apprehend their being too far to the

weltward ; and though the commodore himfelf was
firmly perfuaded that he faw it on the morning of

the 28th, his officers fuppofing it to be only a

cloud, a fuppofition which the hazinefs of the

weather made probable, it was, on a confultation,

refoived to ftand to theeaftward, in the parallel of

the illand ; but on the 30th of May, having a view

of the continent of Chili, they had the mortifica-

tion to find they had neediefsly altered their
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eouiTe, when they were, in all probability, juft

upon the point of gaining the ifland. Thofe who
remained alive were entirely difpirited by this new
difappointment, and the general dejection pre-

vailing, added to the virulence of the difeafe, and
the mortality encreafed to a moft dreadful degree.

To thefe calamities was added the painful cir-

cumftance, that, on their (landing to the weftward
in queft of the ifland, they were fo delayed by calms
and contrary winds, that it coft them nine days to

regain the wefting which they had run down in

two, when they flood to the eaftward. In this

defponding condition, with great fcarcity of water,

and the crew fo difeafed that there were not above
ten foremaft men in a watch capable of doing
duty, and even fome of thefe lame, they faw the

long wiflied-for ifland of Juan Fernandez, on the
9Lh of June, lofing, by this lafl: mifl:ake, betvv^eeii

feventy and eighty men, who would doubtleffj

have been faved had they made the ifland when the

commodore difcovered it on the 28th of May ; but
notwithftanding this, it will hereafter appear, that

this miftake was providentially the means of the
prefervation of all who furvived this feeming mif-

fortune.

Though the Centurion again difcovered the
ifland of Juan Fernandez on the 9th of June at

day-break, yet her people were all that day and
the next night in getting in with the land ; and in

the middle watch the debility of the people was fo

great, that the lieutenant could only mufter two
quarter- mafters and fix foremafl; men ; fo that had
it not been for the affiftance of the officers, fer-

vants, and boys, it might have been impoffibleto

have reached the ifland after they had got fight of

it. To this wretched condition was the Centur 0:1,

a fixty gun Ihip, reduced, which three months
before had paflled the ilreights le Maire, with be-
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tween four and 500 men, almoft all of whom were
in health and full vigour*.

On the loth in the afternoon, they got under
the lee of the ifland : they ranged along it at about
two miles diftance^ and being now near the fhore,

obferved that the country, which at a diftance

feemed to be extremely mountainous, ragged and
irregular, affumed a very different appearance.

The broken craggy precipices were in moft places

covered with woods, and between them appeared
the fineft vallies, clothed with the moft beautiful

verdure, and watered with many ftreams and caf-

cades. Such a fcene, fo beautifully diverfified,

muft have been delightful to an indifferent fpec-

tator ; but in the diftrelFed condition of the Centu-
rion's men, who were in a manner languilhing for

the land, and its vegetable produ6lions, a fituation

of mind which always attends the fcurvy, it is not
to be conceived with what tranfport and eagernefs

they viewed the lliore, and how impatiently they
longed for the greens, the frefh water, and the
other refrelhments then in fight ; and Mr. Walter
obferves, " That thofe only who have endured a
'* long feries of thirft, and can readily recal the
'' defire and agitation which the ideas alone of
*' fprings and brooks have at that time raifed in
•' them> can judge of the emotion with which they
*' eyed a large cafcade of the moft tranfparent
*^ water, which poured itfelf from a rock near one
*' hundred feet high into the fea, at a fmall diftance
*' from the Ihip." Thofe who had been long con-
fined to their hammocks, now exerted all the
ftrength they had left in crawling up to the deck

* To avoid the dreadful diftrefTes endured by the fquadron in
this long and dangerous paflage, Mr. Walter advifes all fhips

who fail to the South Sea not to pafb the ftreights le Maire, but to

run to the fouth as far as the latitude of fixty-one or fixty-two de-

grees, and never to attempt this paflage but in the height of fuin»

Jner^ that is, in the months of December and January.
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to feaft their ej^es with the reviving profpe6l.

They thuscoafted along the ftiore, contemplating

the enchanting landlkip^, which improved as they

advanced ; but the night clofed upon them before

they had difcovered a proper bay. At four the

next morning the third lieutenant was difpatched

with the cutter to difcover the bay they fought for,

and at noon he returned with the boat laden with

feals and grafs ; for the boat's crew did not ftay to

fearch for better vegetables, as they well knew
that even grafs would prove a dainty, and indeed

it was ibon eagerly devoured. As for the feals,

they were at this inftant rendered lefs valuable by
the people on board having taken, during the

boat's abfence, a great quantity of excellent iifli.

The cutter had difcovered the bay where they

intended to anchor, and the weather proving

favourable, the next morning they endeavoured to

weigh, which with great difficulty they performed,

by obliging even the fick, who were fcarceable to

ftand, to lend their affiftance, and at length, by
making ufe of their utmoft efforts, they got into

the bay in fifty-fix fathom water.

The Centurion had not long got her new birth

when a fail was difcovered^ which on its nearer

approach, was found to be the Tryal floop. The
commodore immediately fent forae of his hands on
board her, by whofe aliifl:ance liiewas brought to

an anchor in the bay, when Capt. Saunders, the

commander, waiting on Mr. Anfon, informed him
that he had buried thirty-four of his men out of

his fmall complement, and thofe that remained

v/ere fb afflicted with the fcurvy, that only himfelf,

his lieutenant, and three of his men were able to

ftand by the fails, and that on the 9th of May he
had fallen in with the Anna pink, with whom he

had kept company four days, when they were

parted in a hard gale of wind.
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The commodore's principal attention was now

employed in fending materials on Ihore to raife

tents tor the reception of the fick, who died faft

on boardj tlie diftemper being doiibtlefs confider-

ably augmented by the flench and filthinefs in

"which they lay, for few could be fpared to look

after them, which rendered the fliip extremely

loathfome between decks. But notwithilanding

the eager delire of all to be on lliore, they had not

hands enough to prepare the tents before the i6th,

l5ut on that and the two following days, they were
all landed amounting to 167 perfons, befides twelve

or fourteen who died in the boats, on being ex-

pofed to the frefh air. The greateft part of the

lick were obliged to be carried out of the Ihip in

their hammocks, and afterwards to be conveyed
in the fame mannerfrom the water fide over a ftony

"beach to ther tents. This being a work of confider-

able fatigue to the few who were healthy, the

commodore had the humanity, not only to alfift

with his own labour, but obliged all his officers

without dillin^lion to give a helping hand.

It was near twenty days after their landing be-

fore the mortality was tolerably ceafed, and for

the firfl ten or twelve days they feldom buried lefs

than fix each day, and many who furvived re-

covered by flow degrees. However, thofe who on
their firft getting alhore were well enough to creep

out of their tents and crawl about, foon recovered

their health and ftrength.

The ifland of Juan Fernandez,* is faid to have

received its name from a Spaniard, who formerly

procured a grant of it ; but after refiding there

fome time abandoned it. Its greateft length is

between twelve and fifteen miles, and it greateft

* This ifland, according to Mr. Anfon's accurate obfervations,

lies in 339. 40'. fouth latitude, and is no leagues diftant fronx

the continent of Chili.
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breadth lefs than fix. The northern part of the

ifland is compofed of high craggy rocks, many of

which are inacceffible, though they are generally

covered with trees ; but the foil is fo loofe and

Ihallow, the largeft trees are eafily overturned,

which occafioned the death of one of the failors,

who being upon the hills in fearch of goats, caught

hold of a tree upon a declivity to alfift him in his

afcent, but it giving way, he immediately rolled

down, and though in his fall he faftened on another

treeof confiderablefize, yet that too unfortunately

giving way, he fell among the rocks, and was
dallied to pieces.

The trees which compofe the woods on this fide

of the ifland are moftly aromatics of different forts,

none of which are large enough to afford any con-

fiderabie timber, except the myrtle, whofe top is

circular, and appears as regular and uniform as if

clipped by art, and on its bark grows an excref-

cence refembling mofs, which has the tafte and
fmell of garlick, inftead of which it was ufed by
the people of the Centurion ; but even this tree

will not cut to a greater length than forty feet.

The pimento and cabbage tree alfo grow here, but

in no great plenty. There were befides a great

variety of different plants, amongft which were al-

moft all the vegetables, that are efteemed peculi-

arly adapted to the cure of the fcurvy ; for they
found great quantities of excellent wild forrel,

purflain, water creffes, turnips, and Sicilian ra-

difhes. Mr. Anfon, for the better accommodation
of his countrymen, who fliould afterwards touch
there, fowed lettuces, carrots, and other garden
plants, and fet in the woods a great variety of
plumb, apricot and peachftones, which have fmce
thriven to a remarkable degree.

It is obfervable, that the hills in fome part of
this ifland refemblc the mountains of Chili where
gold is found, and in fome places there are feveral
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hills of a peculiar kind of red earth more beautiful

than vermilion, which upon examination might
perhaps prove a very ufeful and valuable com-
modity.

The woods which cover moll of the fteepeft hills,

are fo free from bufhes and underwood, as to afford

an eafy paifage through every part of them : and
in the northern part of the ifland the irregularities

of the hills and precipices traced out a variety of

the moft romantic vallies, moft of which have
a ftream of the clearefi; water, that runs through
them, after its having fallen in cafcades from rock
to rock, and in fome particular fpots in thefe vallies

the loftinefsof the overhanging rocks, the frequent

falls of the neighbouring ilreams, with the fliade

and fragrance of the contiguous woods, prefented

fcenes of the utmoft elegance and dignity. Here
the fimple produ61:ions of unaffifted nature, may
be faid to excel all the fi6fitious defcriptions of the

warmeft imagination.

To conclude this defcription of the face of this

beautiful ifland, we fliall give a view of the fpot

where the commodore pitched his tent, and refided

during his Hay. The place he chofe was a fmall

jawn that had an eafy afcent, and lay at the dif-

tance of about half a mile from the fea. His tent

fronted a large avenue, cut through the woods,
which floping with a gentle defcent to the water,

afforded a profpe6t of the bay and the Ihips at

anchor. The lawn was fcreened behind by a wood
of tall myrtles, fweeping round it in a femicircu-

lar form : the Hope on which the wood flood, rofe

with a fteeper afcent than the lawn ; while the hills

and precipices within land tow^ered up confiderably

above the tops of the trees, and heightened the

grandeur of the view ; befides two dreams of

cryftal water ran on the right and left of the

tent within the diftance of loo yards, and com-

pleted the fymmetry of the whole, by their bein^
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fiiaded with the trees which on either fide fkirted

the lawn.

The prodigious number of goats former writers

mention to have been found upon this ifland, have

been greatly diminiflied by the dogs fet afhore by

the Spaniards to deprive the Buccaneers and pri-

vateers of the advantages they reaped from their

numbers, which fupplied them with plenty of pro-

vifions ; but it is remarkable, that the Centurion's

men found feveral of thefe of a moft venerable af-

pe6l, which, fi-om having their ears flit, the na-

turally fuppofe had belonged to Mr. Selkirk a

Scotchman, who had been left upon this ifland,

about thirty-two years before their arrival, and
who often catching more goats than he wanted,

fometimes marked their ears and let them go. The
large dogs, already mentioned, have deftroyed all

the goats in the acceffible parts of the country,

while the few that remain alive among the

craggs and precipices, ai^e divided into feparate

herds, inhabit diftinet faftnefTes, and never mingle
with each other. Mr. Walter and others were

witnelTes of a Angular difpute betwixt a herd of

thefe animals, and a number of dogs. They were

going in a boat into the eaftern bay, when per-

ceiving fome dogs running, they were willing to

difcover their game, upon which, lying upon their

oars to watch them, they favv them take to a hill,

upon the ridge of which they obferved a herd of

goats that feemed drawn up for their reception.

The mafier of the herd had pofted himfelf fronting

the enemy, in a very narrow pafs, flcirted on each

fide with precipices, while the reft of the goats

were all behind him, where the ground was more
open. As this fpot was inagceffible by any other

pafs, the dogs ran up the hill with great alacrity ;

but on their coming within twenty yards of him,
became fenfible of their danger ; for the fame
gentleman obferves, that he would infallibly have



06 ANSON'S VOYAGE '

driven them down the precipices. The dogs
therefore quietly laid themfelves down and gave
over the chafe. Thefe dogs are extremely nume-
rous, and being able to catch but few or the goats,

they principally live upon young feals.

As the failors were feidom able to kill above one
goat in a day, and grew tired of fifh, they at laft

condefcended to eat feals, which by degrees, they
became fond of, and gave their fiefli the name of
lamb.

There is another amphibious animal to be met
with in the ifland, which, as well as the feals, are
very numerous; that is thefea-lion, which refem-

bies the feal, though it is much larger, and was eat-

by the whole fliip's company under the denomina-
tion of beef. When arrived at their full growth.
they are from twelve to twenty feet in length, and
from eight to fifteen in circumference, and are ib

extremely fat, that on cutting through the Ikin,

which is about an inch in thicknefsat leaft, a foot

of fat is found before either the lean or the bones
can befeen, fo that the fat of the largeft of them
frequently yielded a butt of oil. Their fkins arc

covered with Ihort hair of a light dun colour ; but
their tails and feet, which at fea ferve them for

fms, are almoft black. Their feet are divided at

the end like fingers, and are joined together by a
web. Thefe animals in fome degree refemble an
over-grown feal ; but the males have a large trunk
or fnoutthat hangs down five or fix inches below
the end of their upper jaw, which the females have
hot, and this renders them eafilydiftinguifhed, be-

lides the males are of a much larger fize.

The largeft fea-lion was the mafter of the flock,

and from the number of females he kept to him-
felf, and his driving off the males, was ftiled by
the feamen the bafhaw. Thefe amphibious ani-

mals continue at fea all the fummer, and come on
fliore in the beginning of winter, where they re-
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lide during that whole feafon, feeding on the grafs

and verdure that grows near the banks of the frelh

water ftreams ; and when they are not employed,

in feeding, fleep in herds in the moft miry places.

In this interval they engender and bring forth

their young, and have generally two at a birth, of
about the fize of a full grown feal, which they
fuckle with their milk. As they are of a very le-

thargic difpolition> and are not eafily awakened, it

is obferved that each herd places fome of their

males at a diftance in the manner of centinels, who
always give the alarm, whenever an attempt is

made either to moleft or approach them, by
making a loud grunting noife like a hog, or fnort-

ing like a horfe in full vigour. The males had
often furious battles with each other, chiefly about
the females^ and the baihaw juft mentioned, who
was commonly furrounded by his females, to which
no other male dared to approach, had acquired

that diftinguilhed pre-eminence by many bloody
contefts, as was evident from the numerous fears

vifible in all parts of his body. The failors killed

many of them for food, particularly for their

tongues and hearts, which were much admired,
and thought preferable to thofe of bullocks. There
was no difficulty in killing them, fince they were
incapable of either refifting or efcaping, their mo-
tion being more unwieldy than can be conceived,
their blubber, all the time they are moving, is

agitated in large waves under the Ikin ; and it is

remarkable that they are fo full of blood, that on
their being deeply wounded in a dozen places,

there will inftantly gufli out as many fountains of

blood, fpouting to a conliderable diftance. To
try what quantity of blood they contained, the
men fliot one firft, and then cutting its throat,

and meafuring the blood that came from it, found
that befides what remained in the veflTels, which
was no doubt confiderable, they got at leaft two

VOL. III. N
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hogfheads. But though thefe unwieldy creatores

are fo eafily killed, they are capable of doing much
rnifchief; for a failor being carelefsly employed in

fkinning a young fea-lion, the female from whom
he had taken it, approached him unperceived, and
getting his head in her mouth, fcored his IkuU in

notches with her teeth, by which he was fo defpe-

rately wounded, that though all poffible care was
taken to preferve his life, he died a few days after.

The above are the principal animals that were
found, in this illand. They faw but few birds,

which were chiefly hawks, owls, humming birds,

and black- birds ; and but few of the other animals

mentioned by former writers, and therefore fup-

pofed them deftroyed by the dogs ; however, the

rats are ftill very numerous and troublefome.

The moft delicious repafts they found in this

illand were afforded by the filh, with which the bay
was plentifully ftored. There they found cod of

a prodigious fize, cavaliers, gropers, large breams,

maids, congers of a peculiar kind ; and what was
moftefteemed, a black fifh that in fliape refembled

a carp, and which fome called a chimney-fweeper ;

thefe filh were fo plentiful that a boat with two or

three hooks and lines, fometimes returned loaded

with fifh in two or three hours time. They, how-
ever, were frequently interrupted by great num-
bers of dog-fiih and large fliarks, which attended

the boats, and prevented their fport. There were
here alfo the fea cray-filh, which commonly
weighed eight or nine pounds ; thefe were of a

moft excellent tafte, and were in prodigious num-
bers near the water's edge.

After their being fome time in the ifland, and
feeing no other (hips appear, the commodore began
to be under apprehenfions that they were loft, and
to defpair of ever feeing them again; but on the

2ift of June, fome of the men, from an eminence
on fliore, difcerned a fhip to the leeward that had
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no fail abroad except her courfes and main-top-fail

;

but foon after the weather growing thick and hazy,

fhe difappeared for fome days, when it was feared

Ihe had loft fight of the illand, and that her crew

were fo weakened by ficknefs as to be unable to

ply to windward. However, on the 26th a fail

was again feen, which was thought to be the fame

fliip, and foon after approached fo near that they

couid diftinguilli her to be the Gloucefter. The
commodore not doubting her being in diftrefs, or-

dered his boat to her alliftance, laden with frefli

water, fi(h, and vegetables. The commodore's
apprehenfions were but too well founded ; never

was a crew in a more diftreffed fituation ; already

had they thrown overboard two-thirds of their

complement, and fcarce any were left alive capable

of doing duty, except the officers and their fer-

vants ; their allowance for a confiderable time had

been only a pint of frefh water to each man for

twenty-four hours, and yet they had fo little left,

that had it not been for this fupply, they muft foon

have died of thirft. Though the Ihip was within

three miles of the bay, the wmds and currents

being contrary, Ihe found it impollible to reach it.

She however the next day continued in the offing ;

but having no chance of coming to an anchor, un-
lefs the wind and current fliifted, the commodore
fent the Tryal's boat with a farther fupply of water

and other refrelhments. Mr. Mitchel, the captain*

of the Gloucefter, v^as under the neceffity of de-

taining both this boat and that fent the preceding
day ; for he had no longer ftrength fiifficient to

navigate the fhip without the help of their crews.

In this dreadful tantalizing fituation, the Glou-
cefter continued for near a fortnight, without
being able to fetch the road, though frequently

attempting it, and fometimes feeming as if (he

would gain it. But on the 9th of July ihe was ob-

ferved ftretching away at a confideiable diftance to
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the eaftward, which it was fuppofed was with a

defign to get to the fouthward of the ifiand ; but as

they foon loft fight of her, and Ihe did not appear

for near a week, they were deeply concerned, being

fenfible that Ihe muft be again in dreadful diftrefs

for want of water. However, after watching for

her with great impatience, Ihe was again difcover-

ed on the i6th, endeavouring to come round the

eaftern point of the illand ; but the wind ftill blow-

ing direftly from the bay hindered her from gett-

ing nearer than within four leagues of the land,

when Captain Mitchel making fignals of diftrefs,

the long-boat was fent to him with plenty of water

and other refrelhments ; and that boat being not

to be fpared, the commodore gave the cock-fwain

pofitive orders to return immediately ; but the

next day the weather being ftprmy, and the boat

not appearing, it was apprehended that ftie was

]oft, which would have been an irretrievable mif-

fortune to all on {hore ; but from this anxiety

they were the third day after relieved by the joy-

ful fight of the long-boat, on which the cutter was

immediately fent to her affiftance, who in a few

hours tovi^ed her into the harbour. It was no^
found that the crew of the long-boat had taken in

fix of the Gloucefter's fick men, to bring them on
iliore ; but two of them had died in the boat. The
commodore was informed that the Gloiicefter had

fcarcely a man in health on board, except thofe

he had fent her; that numbers of the lick died

daily, and that had it not been for the refrefh-

ments he had fent, both the healthy and difeafed

muft have periihed. Thefe calamities were the

more terrifying, as they Teemed without remedy^,

for this diftrefled veiTel had already fpent a month
in endeavouring to fetch the bay, and was now no

farther advanced than at the firft moment (he made
the illand, and the people on board had loft all

their hopes of ever fucceeding in itj from the many
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experiments they had made of its difficulty. But,

alas I the fame day her fituation became more

defperate than ever : for after (he had received the

laft fupply of refrefhments, thofe on iliore once

more loft fight of her, and all in general defpaired

of her ever coming to an anchor. Thus were the

imhappy people in this veflel bandied about with-

in a few leagues of the defired harbour, while the

neighbourhood of the place, and the view of every

thing that could put an end to the calamities they

laboured under, aggravated their diftrefs ; but they

were at laft delivered from this moft dreadful fitua-

tion, when it was leaft expedted by thofe on fliore,

who, after loofing fight of her feveral days, were

agreeably furprifed on the 23d ofJuly in the morn-
ing, to fee her with a flowing fail open the north-

weft point of the bay, when the commodore dif-

patching all his boats to her affiftance, fhe with-

in an hour's time after her being firft perceived,

was fafe at anchor with the Centurion.

On their coming to an anchor, the commo-
dore lirft ordered her to be affifted in mooring, and
then had her fick fent on fhore. She had buried

m

above three-fourths of her crew, and the fick were
reduced by their dying to lefs than fourfcore, the

greateft part of whom it was feared would be loft-

;

but whether thofe that were far advanced were all

dead, or that the greens, the frefli provifions, and
water fent on board, had prepared thofe that re-

mained for a fpeedy recovery, very few of them
died on fhore, and the fick in general were reftored

to health in a much fhorter time than thofe of the

Centurion had been on their firft landing in the
ifland.

We fhall now return to the tranfaclions on fiiore,

during the Gloucefter's many ineffectual attempts
to reach the ifland. Their firft employment, after

landing the fick from the Centurion, and cleanfing
the fhip, was filling the water, which appeared
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efTentially neceiTary to their fecurity, as they had
i^eafon to apprehend that fuch accidents might in-

tervene as would obliged them to leave the ifland

at a very Ihort warning ; for on ther firft landing
they difcovered fome appearances on Ihore, that

gave them room to believe that fome Spanilh crui-

lers had but juft left the ifland at their arrival,

and might probably return again, either for a re-

cruit of water, or in fearch of the fquadron ; for the

commodore could not doubt but their fole bufmefs
at fea was to intercept him, and knew that in their

opinion this ifland was the mofl: probable place to

find him in. The failors had feen on fliore feveral

pieces of the earthen jars ufed in thofe feas for

water and other liquids, and thefe feemed frelh

broken. There were many heaps of aflies, and
near them fifli bones, and pieces of iifli, and even
whole fiflies fcattered about, which, as they were
Lut jufl; beginning to decay, was a proof that they

had not been long out of the water, and that fliips

had been there but a fhort time before their ar-

rival. As the Spanifli merchantmen are inllru6f-

ed to avoid the ifland, it was concluded that thofe

who had touched here, were Ihips of force', and
being ignorant what fl:rength might have been
fitted out at Cailao, they could not fail of being

under fome concern for their own fafety, while

they were in fo wretched and enfeebled a con-

dition.

While thefe works were carrying on, the com»
modore ordered a large copper oven to be fet on
fliore, near the tents of the fick, in which bread

i^vas baked every day for the fliip's company, it

being thought that new bread, added to greens

and frefli fifli, would greatly contribute to the

fpeedy recovery of the fick.

In the beginning of July, fome of the men.

being pretty vv^el I recovered, the ftrongefl: ofthern

were ordered to cut down trees and fplit them into



ROUND THE WORLD. lOS

billets, while others, who were not ftrong enough

for this employment, undertook to carry the

billets, by one at a time to the water fide. This

fome of them performed with the help of crutches,

while others fupported themfelves with a fingle

Hick.

The commodore then ordered the forge on
lliore, and employed the fmiths, who were but

juft able to work, in mending the chain-plates,

and all the other broken and decayed ironwork.

They alfo began to repair their rigging ; but as

they had not junk enough to make fpun-yarn,

they waited for the arrival of the Gloucefter, who
had a great quantity of junk on board. But that

the Ihips might be refitted as foon as poffible, a

large tent was ereftedon the beach for the fail-ma-

kers, in which they were employed in repairing

the old fails and making new ones. Thefe, vi^ith

their attendance upon the fick, were their princi-

pal employments till the Gloucefter 's arrival.

Captain Mitchel, on his landing, waited on the

commodore, and told him, that in his laft abfence

he had been forced by the winds as far as MaCi
Fuero, a fmall ifland, about twenty-two leagues

to the weft of Juan Fernandez, and obferving

feveral ftreams he had endeavoured to fend his

boat alhore for water, but the wind blew fo ftrong

on the ihore, and occafioned fuch a furf, that it

was impollible to land ; but that his people, how-
ever, returned with a boat loaded with fiih.

Though the ifland had been reprefented by former
navigators as a barren rock, Capt. Mitchel alFured.

the commodore, that it was almoft every where
covered with trees and verdure ; and it being near
four miles in length, he thought it not improbable
but it might have fome fmall bay, that might
afford fufficient ftielter for any fhip defirous of
refreftiing in that ifland.
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This defcription of Mafa Fuero gave rife td ^
conje6ture, that as four (hips of the Iquadroii were
milling, fome of them might poffibly have fallen

in with that iiland, and have miftaken it for the
true place of rendezvous ; a conjecture that was
the more plaufible, as they had no draught of
either ifland that could be relied on ; and therefore

the commodore relblved, as foon as the Tryal
floop could be fitted for the fea, to fend her thither^^

in order to examine all the bays and creeks, to be
fatisiied whether any of the fhips that were miff-

ing were there or not, and accordingly on the
fifth of Auguft fhe was fent on that expedition.

About the middle of Auguft, the Centurion's

men being pretty well recovered, were allowed

to leave their lick tents, and to ere6t feperate huts

for themfe Ives, which, it was thought, would ren-

der them much cleanlier, and confequently con-

tribute to the recovery of their ftrength ; but
particular orders were at the fame time given, that

on the (hip's firing a gun they fliould immediately

repair to the water fide. They were now employ-

ed on fhore in cutting wood, procuring refrefli-

ments, and making oil from the blubber of the

fea-lions, which was ufed for burning in lamps, of

when mixed with pitch, to pay the fhip's fides : it

was alfo worked up with wood-afhes, to fupply

the ufe of tallow ; and there being two Newfound-
land fiihermen in the Centurion, the commodore
ordered them to lay in a large quantity of falted

cod for fea ftore.

It has been already mentioned, that a copper

oven was fet up, to bake bread for the fick; but

the greateft part of the flour was on board the

victualler, the Anna Pink, and as that veflel had
fallen in with the Tryal floop on the 9th of May,
her arrival at the ifland was daily expected ; but

hearing no news of her, ilie was given over for

loll, and the commodore ordered all the fhips to
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U fhort allowance of bread ; but on the i6th of

Auguft a fail was obferved to the north, upom
uhich the Centurion unmediately fired a gun to

call off the people from Ihore, who re dily obeyed

the fummons, by repairing to the beach being

now prepared for the reception of this flu p whether

friend or enemy, they had feveral opinions about

her, fonie imagining her to be the Tryal Hoop on.

her return from her cruize ; but it was foon ob-

ferved that flie had three malls, whe,i Ibme con-

jectured her to be the Severn, o.hers the Pearl,

and feveral thought (lie did not belong to the

fquadron ; but in the afternoon Ihe wasdifcovered

to be the vi61:ualler, the Anna Fink, a. id had the

good fortune to come to an anehor in the bay at

five in the afternoon. Her arrival filled the people

with extraordinary joy, and each fliip's compaiiy
was immediately reilored to their full allowance of

bread.

Every perfon on fhore was furpr'zed at f eing

that the crew of the Anna Pink worked that veflel

with little appearance of debility or difirefs ; but
on her coming to anchor, they were informed
that (he had been in harbour lince the middle of

May, which was near a month before the Centu-
rion arrived at Juan Fernandez ; fo that the fuffer-

ings of her men fell greatly fliort of thofe endured
by the reft of the fquadron. Tiiis vefFel, on the
i6th of May, fell in with the land in 45°. 15',

fouth latitude, at the diftance of four leagues. On
the firft fight of which, the capt. ftood to the fouth-

ward, but the fore-top-fail fplitting, and the wind
driving the veffel towards the fhore, the captain,

was at laft either unable to clear the land, or, as

others faid, refolved to keep the fea no longer, and
therefore fteered for the coaft, in order todifcover
fome (helter among the many iflands then in light

;

and about four hours after dropped anchor off the
VOL. Ill, O
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ifland 'of Inchin, but neither being near enough
to the Ihore, nor having a fufficient number of

hands to veer away the cable brilkly, they ftill

continued driving for two days, till they came
within a mile of the land, and expe6led every

moment to be forced on lliore, at a place where
the coaft was fo very high and fteep, that they

had not the leaft profpeft of faving either the fliip

or cargo, and as their boats were leaky, and there

was no appearance of a landing place, the whole,

crew, which confiftedof fixteen men and boys,

gave themfelves over for loft, imagining, that

if by any extraordinary accident any of them
fhould get on fhore, they would probably be maf-

iacred by the favages. Under thefe terrifying

apprehenfions they drove nearer and nearer to the

rocks which formed tke fhore ; but when the crew
expected every moment the Pink would ftrike,

they obferved a fmall opening in the land, and in-

ftantly cutting away their two anchors, fleered for

it, and found it to be a fmall channel betwixt an
ifland and the continent, that led them into a

moft excellent harbour, which fecured them againft

all weathers. The horrors of Ihipwrcck, and
immediate death, 'inftantly vanilhed, and gave
place to the joyous ideas of fecurity, repofe, and
refrefhment.

In this harbour thus providentially difcovered,

the Pink came to an anchor in 25 fathom water,

with only a hawfe and a fmall anchor of about 300
weight. Here her people, many of whom were
ill of the fcurvy, were happily foon reftored to per-

fect health, by the frelh provifions and excellent

water, with which the adjacent ihore abounded.
The principal refrelhments they met with were
greens, as nettle-tops and cellery, which they de-

voured with greedinefs; great plenty of geefe,

fhags, and penguins, with cockles and mufcles of

an extraordinary iize, and very delicious flavour^
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Though it was the depth of winter, the climate

was not remarkably rigorous, nor were the trees

or the face of the country deftitute of verdure.

Notwithftanding the tales of the Spanilh hifto-

rians, in relation to the barbarity of the inhabit-

ants on that coaft, their numbers were not futfi-

cient to give the leaft jealoufy to a fliip of ordi-

nary force, and they appeared to be neither of a

mifchievous nor mercilefs difpolition. The excur-

fions of the crew were, however, generally con-

fined to a tra(5l of land that furroiinded the port,

where they were never out of view of the fliip;

indeed the country in the neighbourhood was fo

covered with wood, and traverfed with mountains,

that it appeared impra6licable to penetrate it.

All the time they continued there, they faw
but one Indian family, which entered the harbour
in a periagua, about a month after their arrival.

This family confifted of an Indian of near forty

years of age, his wife, and two children, one three

years old, and the other ftiil at the breaft. They
feemed to have all their property with them,
which was a dog and cat, a cradle, a lilliing-net, a
hatchet, a knife, fome bark of trees intended for

the covering a hut, a reel and fome worfted, a
flint and fteel, and a few roots of a yellow colour,

and very difagreeable tafte, which ferved them for

bread. As foon as the mafter of the Pink per-

ceived them, he fent his yawl, who brought them
on board, and being apprehenfive of dilcovering

him, if they were fuffered to go away, he took as he
imagined, proper precautions for fecuring them,
but without any mixture of violence or ill ufage,

for in the day-time they were allowed to go where
they pleafed about the Ihip, though at night they
were locked up in the fore-caftle. As they had
the fame proviiions as the reft of the crew, and
were fometimes indulged with brandy, of which
they feemed extremely fond, they, did not at firft
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feem difTatls^ed with their (i'uation ; for the maf-

te;-, waeii he went a Ihooting, took the Indian

on ihore, who always feemed greatly delighted

when the m liter killed the game, and indeed all

the crew treated them with great humanity. It

was, however, foon perceived, that though the

woman continued cheerful and eafy, the man grew
peniive and reltlef> at his confinenient. He ap-

peared to be a perfon of good natural parts, and
though unab e to converfe with the people of the

Pink, otherwife than by figns, he (hewed great

dexterity in making himfeif underftood. But
the moft remarkable proof of his fagacity was the

manner ot his cfcape ; for after being eight days

on board the Pink, the fcuttle of the fore-caftle,

where he and his family were every night locked

^up, happened to be unnailed ; and the following

night being very dark and ftormy, he conveyed
his wife and children through the unnailed fcut-

tle, and then over the fhip's fide into the yawl,

and, to prevent being puifued, cut away the long-

boat, and his own periagua, which were towing
a-iiern, and immediately rowed afhore. All this

he condudied with fuch fecrecy and diligence, that

though there was a watch on the quarter-deck

with loaded arms, he was not difcovered until the

noife of his oars iq the water, after he had put off

from the fhip, gave notice of his efcape, and then

it was too late either to prevent or to purfue him.

The Ind an, befides the recovery of his liberty,

was in fome degree revenged on thofe who had
con^ned him, both by the perple^iity they were

involved in about getting their boats, which were

all adrift, and by the terror into which he threw

them at his departure ; for on the firft alarm of

the watch, who cried, " The Indians," the whole

fhip's crew were in the utmoft confufion, and ima-

gined that they w re boarded by a fleet f f armed
periaguas. The fagacity and refolution fliewn by
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the Indian upon this occalion uere much admired

by his late mailers, who did fo much juftice to his

merit, as to own it was a moft gallant enterprize ;

and as it was fuppoled by Ibme that he was con-

cealed in the neighbourhood of the port, where it

was Feared that he might fuffer for Vvant o^' pro-

vifions, they eafiiy prevnled upon the malkr to

leave a quantity of llich food as they thought he

moft liked, in a particular place, where they ima-

gined he would moft probably find it. A piece

of humanity which feemed to have anfwered the

purpofe ; for on going to the place fome time

after, they found their provifions gone, and in a

manner that made them conclude that he had

taken it.

The crew of the Pink being now refreflied, and
recovered of the fcurvy, after having taken in a

fufficient quantity of wood and water, put to fea

a few days after the Indian's efcape, and had an
agreeable palFage to the rendezvous at Juan Fer-

jian 'ez.

As the Anna Pink had joined the Commodore
at Juan Fernandez, ihere were now only three

Ihips milling, the Severn, the Pearl, and the Wager
ftore fhip. The two firft of which parted company
off Cape Noir, and put back to the Brafils ; there-

fore the only (hip miffing that went into the South
Seas was the Wager. This ftore fliip had on board

fome cohorn-mortars, fome field pieces mounted
for land fervice, with feveral kinds of artillery

ftores ; and as the enterprize againft Baldivia had
been refolved on for the firft undertaking of the

fquadron. Captain Cheap, the Commander of the

Wager, was very defirous that thcfe materials

might be ready before Baldivia, that if the fqua-

dron fliould rendezvous there, he might not be

charged with any delay or difappointment. This
was his determined refolution when he made land

pnthe 14th of May, in about fourty-feven degrees
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of fouth latitude, when exerting himfelf to gH
Clear, he had the misfortune to fall down the after-

ladder, and diflocated his Ihoulder. This unhappy-
accident rendered him incapable of a<$ting, when
the crew not taking proper care the Wager ftruck

on a funkeii rock, and having foon after bilged,

grounded between two fniall illands. The con-
fufion produced by this accident was inconceiv-
ably heightened by the rebellious difpofition of the
crew, who imagining that the lofs of the fhip de-
itroyed the captain's fuperiority, and put them all

on an equal footing, fell to pillaging the fhip,

arming themfelves with the firlt weapons that came
to hand, and threatening to murder all who Ihould
oppofe them. This frenzy was heightened by the
liquors they had found on board, with which fome
of them got fo extremely drunk, that falling down
between decks, they were drowned in the water
which flowed into the wreck. The captain, after

having ufed his utmoft endeavours to get the
•whole crew on (hore, was, at laft, obliged to leave

the mutineers, and to follow his officer^, with
fuch as fubmitted to his authority ; after which he
fent back the boats to perfuade thofe who had ftaid

behind, to have fome regard to their own preferva-

tion ; but this was without fuccefs. However,
the next day proving very ftormy, and the fhip

being in danger of parting, they were feized with

the fear of perilhing, and wanted to get on land ;

but the boats not appearing to fetch them off fo

foon as they expelled, they were filled with fo

unaccountable a frenzy as to point a four pounder
againft the hut where they knew the captain dwelt,

and fired two fhot which did but juft pafs over it,

and fo mutinous was their difpofition when they

landed, that notwithflanding their being on a defo-

late coaft, where fcareely arty other provifions could

be obtained, there was nO poffibility of making
them hufband fuch as Were faved out of the Wreck ;
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ibr there was nothing but fvauda, concealments,

and thefts, which animated each man againft hi^

fellow, and produced iirtinite feuds and contefts.

The captain diiferiogin opinion from almoft aU
his people in the meafures to be purfued in th<?

prefent exigency, was another fource of hart-burn^

ings and difputes : tor Mr. Cheap was refolvedij

if polfible, to fit up the boats in the beft manner
he could, and proceed with them to the north-

ward, lince havmg above one hundred men in

health, and fome fire arms and ammunition, which,

had been taken from the wreck, he did not doubt
his being able to mafter any Spanifh vellel he fliould

find in thofe feas, and hoped to meet with one in

the neighbourhood of Chiloe or Baldivia, he re-

folved when he had taken her, to proceed to the

rendezvous at Juan Fernandez ; and he further

infilled, that Ihould they even light on no prize,

yet their boats alone would very eafily carry them
thither. But this fcheme was not at all relifhed

by the generality of his people, who could not

think of profecuting an enterprize that had been

h difaftroys. It was therefore the common refolu-

tion to lengthen the long boat, and with that and
the other boats, to fi:eer to the fouthward, and
palling the Streights of Magellan, to endeavour to

gain the coafl; of Brafil, where they did not doubt
their being well received, and procuring a paf-

fage to Great Britain. Though this project mufi:

at firfl: fight appear infinitely more hazardous and
tedious than that propofed by the captain, yet as

it had the air of returning home, that circum-
i]tance alone rendered them inattentive to all its.

inconveniences, and made them adhere to it with
vnconquerable obfi:inacy ; fo that the captain

himfelf, notwithfl;anding he could never change
his opinion, was obliged to give way to the tor-

rent, and to feem to acquiefce in this refolution,

whil§ he fecjetly endeavoured to oppofe it ; and
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in particular, he contrived that the long-boat
Ihoiild be lengthened to iuch a fize as might ferve

to carry them to Juan Fernandez, and yet appear
incapable of fo long a voyage as that to the coaft

of Brafil. '1 he captain had at firft much em-
bittered the people againll h m, by a fteady op-

polition to this favourite fcheme, and greatly in-

creafed their ref ntment againlf him, by the fol-

lowing unhappy accident. One Coufins, a mid-
Ihipman, who had appeared foremoft in all the
refra6tory proceedings of the crew, had quarrelled

with moft of the officers who had adhejf^^d to the

captain's authority, and had treated the captain

himfelf with abufe and info'ence, and at length
his turbulence and brutality growing daily more
intolerable, it was not doubted, that fome violent

meafures were in agitation, in which he was to be
ringleader, and therefore the captain and thofe

about him conflantly kept on their guard. One
day the purler, by the captain's order, Hopping
the allowance of a fellow who would not work^
Coufins meddled in the affair, and grofsly infuited

the purfer, who was delivering out the provifions

juft by the captain's tent, and was himfelf fuffi-

ciently violent. The purfer being enraged at his

fcurrility, and perhaps piqued by former quarrels,

cried out, *' A mutiny," adding, " the rafcal has

piftols," and then rafhly fired a piftol at Coufins.

The captain, upon this outcry, and the report of

the pifiol, iniiantly ruflied out of his tent, and
having no doubt but that it was fired by Coufins,

immediately (hot him in the head, and though he
did not kill him on the fpot, the wound proving
mortal, he died about fourteen days after.

Though this accident exafperated the people,

yet it fl^ruck them with awe, and rendered them
more fubmiffive to the captain's authority ; but
when they had nearly completed the long-boatj,

and were preparing to put to fea^ his privately tra-
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verfing their project of proceeding through the

freights of Magellan, and the fear of his at length

engaging a party fiifficient to ruin their favourite

fcheme, made them refolve to make ufe of the death

of Coufins as a reafon of depriving him of his

command^ under the pretence of carrying him to

England to be tried for murder. They accord-

ingly confined him under a guard, but when they

were juft ready to put to fea, they left him, and
the few who chofe to follow his fortune, with no
other vefTel but the yawl, to which the barge was

afterwards added, by the people on board her

being prevailed on to return back.

When the Wager was wrecked, there were near

130 perfons on board, about thirty of whom died

during their ftay, and eighty went off in the long-

boat and cutter to the fouthward, fo that after

their departure, there remained with the Captain

only nineteen perfons; which were however as

many as the barge and yawl could well carry-

It was five months after this lliipwreck that the

long-boat weighed and flood to the fouthward,

giving the captam, who with lieutenant Hamil-
ton of the land-forces, and the furgeon, were then

on the beach, three chears at their departure. They
had foon reafon to repent their having engaged
in this ralli and defperate enterprife ; for the vefTel

was fcarcely able to contain the number that firft

put to fea, and their ftock of provifions being only
what they had faved out of the fhip, was extremely
(lender, the cutter, the only boat they had with
them, foon broke away from the ftern, and was
ftaved to pieces, fo that when their provifions

and water failed, they had frequently no means of
reaching the (hore to obtain a frefli fiipply. The
miferies they endured were as great as can be ima-
gined, they left about twenty of their people on
fhore at different places they touched at ; but a

greater number perillied by hunger during the
VOL. 111. P
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coiirfe of this tedious voyage, fo that only thirty

out of the eighty who engaged in the enterprize,

were fo happy as to accomplifh it, and thefe arrived

at Rio Grande, on the coaft of Brazil, on the 29th

of January following.

The captain, and thofe who were left with him,

on their being thus abandoned, propcfed to pals

in the barge and yawl to tlie northward, but un-

happily the weather was fo bad, that it was two

months after the de})arture of the longboat before

he was able to put to fea. The place where the

Wager was call away was not, as it was at firft

imagined, a part of the continent, but an illand

at fome diftance from the main, which afforded

no other kind of provilions but fhell-fifli, and a

few herbs, and as the largeft part of what they

had taken from the fhip was carried off in the

long-boat, the captain and his people were fre-

quently in want of food, from their refolving to

preferve what little fea provifions remained for

their voyage.
It is to be lamented, that the Wager's people

had no idea that the Anna Pink, was for a con-

fiderable time, while they were on Ihore, fo near

thenij for (he was at moft not above thirty leagues

diftant, and came into their neighbourhood about
the very time in which the Wager was loft ; and
being a fine roomy fhip, might eafily have taken

them all on board, and have carried them to Juan
Fernandez. Indeed Mr. Walter fufped:s that ihe

was much nearer than what is here eftimated ; for

feveral perfons belonging to the W^ager, at dif-

ferent times, heard the report of a cannon, which
he imagines could be no other than the evening
gun fired by the Anna Pink, efpecially as that

heard at Wager's illand was about the fame time

of the day.

The captain and his people embarked on board

the barge and yawl, in order to proceed to the
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northward ; but they had fcarcely been an hour

at fea^ when the winds began to blow fo hard, and

the fea ran fo high, that they were obliged to throw

overboard moft of the provifions they had faved

from the wreck, to avoid immediate deftru6lion.

However, they peril fted in their defign, and put

on Ihore as often as they could in fearch of fubfift-

ence. But unhappily, about a fortnight after,

the yawl funk as ihe lay at anchor, with one of

the men on board, who was drowned, when the

barge not having room fufficient for the whole
company, they were obliged to leave four mariners

behind them on a defolate fliore. Notwithftand-

ing thefe difallers, they ftill continued to pulh to

the northward, though delayed by the winds and
their fearch after provifions, till having made
three unfuccefsful attempts to double a head-land

which they fuppofed to be Cape Tres Montes ;

they thought the difficulties of the paifage infur-

mountable, and unanimoufly refolved to return

to Wager's iHand, where they arrived about the

middle of February alraoft periflied with fatigue

and hunger. However, on their return to the

iiland, they unexpediedly met with a feafonable

fupply of beef, which had been wafhed out of the

wreck, and ftill fwam upon the water ; and foon
after two canoes of Indians landed ; on board one
of them was a native of Chiloe, who fpoke a little

Spanifh, and was induced by Mr. Elliot, the fur-

geon, who underftood that language, to carry

Capt. Cheap, and his people to Chiloe, in confi-

deration of which he was to have the barge^ and
all that belonged to her.

Accordingly on the 6th of March, eleven per-

fons, to which the company v/ere now reduced,

embarked on board the barge, but after a few day§

voyage, fix of them, together with an Indian,

went ofFin this little veflel, while the captain was
on ihore with Mr. Hamilton, lieutenant of the
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marines, Mr. Elliot, the furgeon, and the Hon.
Mr. Bryon, and Mr. Campbell, midfhipmen.
Thefe were thus left ©n a deiolate coalt, without
provilions or the means of procuring any, for their

arms, ammunition, and every little convenience
of which they were mafters, were now carried off

in the barge.

They were now in dreadful diftrefs, and in their

own opinion, in a more miferable fituation, than
any they had yet known ; but when they had re-

volved in their minds the various circumitances of

this unexpedted calamity, and were perfuaded that

they had not the leaft profpedl of relief, they per-

ceived a canoe at a diftance, which proved to be
that of the Indian, who had undertaken to carry

them to Chiloe, he and his family being on board.

This honeft Indian had a little before left Captain
Cheap and his people to go a fiiliing, and had
committed them to the care of the other Indian,

whom the failors had carried to fea in the barge.

"When he firft milled the barge and his companion,
he was with difficulty perfuaded that the other

Indian was not murdered, but being at laft fatif-

fied with the account that was given him, he un-
dertook to carry them to the Spanifh fettlements,

and to fupply them with provifions all the way,
for which purpofe he got together many of his

neighbours in other canoes, with whom the Capt.

embarked with his four companions, in the mid-
dle of March, and at laft arrived in the beginning
of June at the ifland of Chiloe ; but Mr. Elliot

died in the pafiTage, and the reft were in fuch an
ill ftate of health from their diftrelTes and fatigues,

that they were with difficulty recovered by the

Spaniards, who treated them with great humanity.
After fome ftay at Chiloe, they were fent to Val-

paraifo, and thence to St. Jago, where they con-

tinued above a year. Captain Cheap, lieutenant

Hamilton and Mr. Byron, were upon the news of
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a cartel being fettled with Spain, permitted to re-

turn to Europe on board a French Ihip; but

Mr. Campbell, who had changed his j'eligion

while at St. Jago, chofe to go to Buenos- Ayres
with Pizarro, and his officers with whom he after-

wards went to Spainj and from thence returned to

England.
I'o return from this digreffion. The Tryal

floop that had been fent to the ifland of Mafa
Fuero, retured to Juan Fernandez, about a week
after the arrival of the Anna Pink, having filled

round the ifland without feeing any of the fnips

that were miffing. This ifland which the Spaniards

llile the lelFer Juan Fernandez, is a much larger

and better fpot than has been generally reprefent-

ed, former writers have defcribed it as a fmall

barren rock defiitute of wood and water, and en-

tirely inacceffible ; but it was found covered with

trees, and with feveral fine falls of water pouring

down its fides into the fea. It had alfo on the

north fide a place where a iliip might come to an-

chor, but it would have been expofed to all the

winds except the fouth. It abounds with fea-iions

and feals, and particularly with goats, which not
being ufed to be diilurbed, were unapprehenfive

of danger, till they had been frequently fired at

;

and as the Spaniards have not thought the idand

coniiderable enough to be frequented by their

enemies, they have not deftroyed the proviiions

upon it by fetting dogs on the (hore.

Upon unloading the Anna Pink, which took up
the latter part of the month of Auguft, the com-
modore had the mortification to find that great

part of the provifions were fpoiled by the fea

water, and that velTel being furveyed by the car-

penters, was judged unfit lor fervice ; therefore,

upon a petition from Mr. Gerard her mafter, to

Mr. Anfon, in behalf of her owners, he purchafed

her with all her furniture for 300I. and her crew.
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together with the mafter, were fent on board the
GioLicefter. When all the remaining crews, now
to be diitributed among the three ihips, amount-
ed to no more than 335 men and boys, which was
far from being fufficient for manning the Cen-
turion alone.

As the feafon for navigating thefe feas drew near,

they exerted themfelves in getting the lliips ready.

On the 8th of September about eleven in the

morning, they difcovered a fail, which approached
towards the iiland, and gave the commodore hopes
that fhe was one of his fquadron ; but upon her

fteering afterwards to the eaftward, it was con-
cluded that file muft be a Spaniard, when the

Centurion being in the greateft forwardnefs, made
after her as fait as polTible; but the night coming
on, they loft light of her, and the next morning,
though it was extremely clear, had the mortifica-

tion to find that flie could not be difcovered from
the maft head. However, they refolved not to

give over the fearch, but having continued cruizing

all that day and the next, they refolved to return

to Juan Fernandez. But on the 12th, about three

in the morning, a brifli gale fpringing up at fouth-

weft, obliged them to lie upon a north-weft tack,

which brought tl^m at break of day within fight

of a fail, at about five leagues diftance, but not the

fame they had feen before. The crew of the Cen-
turion immediately crouded all their fails. She at

firft bore down upon them, fliewing Spanilh co-

lours, and made a fignal as to her confort, but
obferving that her fignal was not anfwered, in-

ftantly flood to the fouthward. As fiie appeared to

be a large fliip, that had mifl:aken the Centurion

for her confort, Ihe was fuppofed to be a man of

war of Pizarro's fquadron, which induced the com-
modore to order all the oiftcers cabins to be
knocked down and thrown overboard, with feveral

caflis of water, and provifions that flood between
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the guns, but upon a nearer approach llie ap-

peared to be a merchant-man without a fingle tier

of guns, and furrendered at the tire of only four

jQiot. Mr. Saumerez the commodore's firft lieute-

nant, was ordered to take poireffion of the prize,

and to fend the officers and pafTengers, and after-

wards all the other prifoners on board the Centu-

rion. This Ihip was called Nueftra Senora del

Monte Carmelo, and her cargo confifted chiefly of

fugar, great quantities of cloth, fome cotton and

tobacco ; but wiiat was more valuable than all the

reft, was fome trunks of wrought plate, and twen-

ty-three ferons of dollars, each weighing upwards

of 200 pounds avoirdupois ; flie was 450 tons

burden, and was bound to the port of Vaiparailb,

in the kingdom of Chili.

From the information of the prifoners on board,

and the letters and papers which fell into the com-
modore's hands, on the taking of this Ihip, they
learned with certainty the force and deftination of

Admiral Pizarro's fquadron, which cruized off the

Madeiras at their arrival there, and afterwards

chafed the Pearl in her palTage to St. Julian, with

the fate of that fquadron, the particulars of which
were very remarkable, and are as follow :

The fquadron under the command of Don Jofeph
Pizarro, was compofed of the Alia of 66 guns and
700 men, which was the admiral's Ihip, the

Guipufcoa of 74 gunsand 700 men, the Hermione
of 54 guns and 500 men, the Efperanza of 50 guns
and 350 men, the St. Eftevan of 40 guns and 350
men, and the Petache of 20 guns. Befides their

full complement of tailors and marines, they had
on board an old Spaniih regiment of foot to rein-

force the garrifons in the South Seas. This fleet,

which failed from Spain with only four months
provifions on board, having cruized for fome days
to the leeward of the Madeiras, fteered for the river

of Plate, where they arrived in January, and cad
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anchor in the bay of Maldonado, at the mouth of

that river. Pizarro immediately fent to Buenos-
Ayres for a fupply of provifions ; but receiving

intelligence from the Portuguefe governor of St.

Catherine's of Mr. Anion's arrival at that iiland on
the 2ift of December preceding, and of his pre-

paring to put to fea again, Pizarro refolved to get

round Cape Horn ; he weighed anchor with the

whole fleet except the Patache, and got under fail

without ftaying for his provifions, which however
arrived at Maldonado a day or two after his depar-
ture. To encourage the men, many advantages
were offered them to enable them to fupport the

difficulties and fatigues of that hazardous under-
taking. But notwithflanding this precipitate de-

parture, the Englifh fleet put to fea four days be-

fore him, and in this run the Pearl being feparated

from the reft, fell in with Pizarro 's fleet, and nar-

rowly efcaped being taken.

At the latter end of February, Pizarro with his

fquadron had run the length of Cape Horn, and
ftood to the weftward, in order to double it; but
in the night of the laft day of that month, old ftile,

the Guipufcoa, the Hermione, and the Efperanza,
were feparated from the admiral ; fix days after the
Guipufcoa was feparated from the other two, and
on the yth a furious florm drove the whole
fquadron to the eaftward.

The calamities they now fufFered are almoft

incredible, for befides their fatigues, and the dif-

trelfes owing to the leakinefs of their Ihips, the

famine was lb great, that a lingle rat on board the

Afia fold for four dollars, and a failor who died on
board, had his death concealed for fome days by
his brother who lay in the fame hammock with
the corpfe, only to receive the dead man's allow-

ance of provifions: while a confpiracy was fet on
foot by the marines, to murder all the officers,

and the whole crew, from no other motive than
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that of relieving their hunger, by appropriating

the Ihip's provilions to themfelves : but happily

this bloody defign was prevented when juft upon,

the point of execution, by means of their confef-

fors, and three of the ring-leaders were put to

death. But though the confpiracy was fupprelled.

their calamities grew more and more deftruftive,

fo that by fatigue, ficknefs, and hunger, the Afia

arrived at Monte Vedis in the river Plate, with

only half her crew. The St. Eiievan had alfo loft

half her hands when flie anchored in the bay of

Barragon, and the Efperanza, a 50 gun Ihip, who
brought 450 hands from Spain, had only iiftj^-

eight alive, and the whole regiment of foot pe-

rifhed except iixty men. In fliort, the Hermionc
was fuppofed to founder at fea, for fhe was never

heard of more; and the Guipufcoa was run adiore

and funk on the coaft of BraliL This laft ihip had

on the 4th of April loft 25^0 men by hunger and.

fatigue, and though the veifel was extremely fliat-

tered, and let in great quantities of water, thofe

who were capable of working at the pumps, at

which every ofiicer without exception took his

turn, were allowed an ounce and an half of bifcuit

a day, and thofe who were too lick to perform this

neceffary labour had no more than an ounce of

wheat, fo that the men frequently fell down dead
at the pumps. The fhip having loft her mafts,

the but end of her planks being ftarted, her bolts

drawn, her feams all open, and only kept toge-

ther by fix turns of qable rope, was drove like a

wreck till the 24th of April, when they made the

coaft of Brafil, and call anchor ten leagues to the

fouthward of the illand of St. Catherine's ; the

captain hems; defirous of proceeding to that ifland

in order to fave the hull of the Ihip with the ftores

on board. But the crew being enraged at the

hard fhips they hadfaffered, and the numbers they

had loft, there being at that time no Icfs than thirty

VOL. HI. Q
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dead b6di^s lying on the deck, they all una-
ftimoufly cried, on ihore, on fhore, and obliged

the captain to run the (hip in directly for the land^

where, the fifth day atter Ihe funk, with all her

ftores on board, but the remainder of the crew to

the number of 400, who had furvived their hunger
and fatigue, got fafe on Ihore.

Pizarro being in great want of all kinds of naval

ftores to fit up the three dilabled Ihips, the poor
]Pemains of his fquadron, and not being able to

f)rocure a fupply from any of the neighbouring
lettlements, difpatched an advice boat, with A
letter Of credit to purchafe what was wanting from
the POrtuguefe at Rio Janeiro, and lent an ex-

prefs acrofs the continent to St. Jago in Chili^ to

be thence forwarded to the Viceroy of Peru, in-

forming him of the difafters his fquadron had
fuflfered, and defiring a remittance' of 200^000
dollars from the royal cheft at Lima, to put him
in a condition to attempt the paflage of the South
Sea a fecond tirne, and it is very remarkable that

the Indian who undertook to carry this exprefs

in the depth of winter, when the Cordelleras are

efteemed impaffable, was only thirteen days on
his journey from Buenos-Ayres to St. Jago in

Chili, though thefe plates are 300 Spanifh leagues

diftant, near forty of which are among the preci-

pices and fnows of the Cordelleras. The viceroy

however would only remit him 100,000, and th«

advice -boat, fent to Rio Janeiro, though it brought
back pitch, tar, and cordage, could procure him
fteither mafts nor yards. To add to Pizarro's niif-

fortune, a carpenter, whom he had entrufted with
a large fum of money, and fent to cut mafts in the

iiOrth part of Paraguay, married in the country
and refufed to return.

Notwithftanding thefe difappointments, Pizarro

found means to retit the Afia, and the St. Eftevan,

^nd with thefe two fhips was preparing to put to
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fea the Odober following, in order to ^tt^mpt th^

paffage round Cape Horn a fecpnd time. Butth^
St. Eitevan in failing down the river Plate ran oi>

a (hoal, beat off her rudder, and received fucji

damage, that (he was condemned and broke up,

and the admiral, who had a few months befpre

fo fine a fquadron, proceeded to fea in the Alia

alone. But when he was off Cape Horn, he h^cj

again the mortification of being obliged to return

by his lliip's loofmg her mails..

As the Afia had greatly fuffered by this fecpn^

expedition, the Efperanza was ordered to b^ refit-

ted, and the command of that ftiip was given to

Mindinuetta, who had been captain of the Qul-
pufcoa at the time of her being loft, In November
1742, he failed from the river Plate, and arrive^

fate on the coaft of Chili, where he was met by
Pizarro, who paflTed over land from Buenos-Ayres,

but on hh arrival there, Mindinuetta, refufed tp

deliver the Ihip up to him, infifting that as he

entered the South Seas alone, and under no fupe-

rior, it was not in Pizarro's power to refume the

authority he had once refigned, but the prefident

of Chili, declaring for Pizarro, Mindinuetta, after

an obftinate ftruggle, was obliged to fubmit.

It muft here be obferyed, that Pizarro in the

>exprefs he difpatched to the viceroy of Peru to

pbtain the 200,000 dollars, had intimated it was
poidible, that at leaft a part of the Englifti fqua-

dron might get into the South Sea, but that as hie

was certain, from his own experience, that it nuiift

be in a very weak and defencelefs condition, he
advifed his excellency to fend what fliips of war he
qould get together tp the fouthward, where they

would probably intercept the Englifli ihips fingly,

before they could reach any port to obtain re-

frefhraent, in which cafe, he did not doubt, but

bis fliips of war would obtain an eafy conqueft.

This advice was readijy apj^rov^d by the yi^eroy
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of Peru, who having already fitted out four fhips

of force from Callao, one of fifty guns, two of

forty guns, and one of twenty-four guns, which

were intended to join Pizarro at his arrival on the

coaft of Chili, now ftationed three off the port of

Conception, and one of them at the illand of Juan
Fernandez, where they continued cruifing for Mr.

Anfon's fquadron, till the 6th of June, when not

feeing any thing of them, and thinking it impof-

fible for them to keep the fea fo long, they quitted

their cruize, and returned to Callao ; a very re-

markable circumftance, whence it appears that

what the commodore and whole crew of the Cen-

turion confidered as the moft d^i-eadful misfortune,

and which a6lually coft the lives of a great number
of men, was the means of their prefervation ; for

had the Englifn made the ifland when Mr. Anion
was perfuaded that he faw it on the 28th of May,
and when they were in reality very near it^ they

would doubtlefs have fallen into the hands of the

enemy, for in the diftrelfed condition they were

then in, it would have been impoliible for them
to have made any confiderable effort in their own
defence ; and both the Tryal, the Gloucefter, and

Anna Pink, who feparately reached the ifland^

might have fhared the fame fate, and the commo-
dore with all the furviving men, have been carried

prifoners to Calhio. At this intelligence the people

on board the Centurion were no longer at a lofs,

as to the broken jars, afnes, and fifli-bonesj which

they had obferved at their firft landing at Juan
Fernandez, fince thefe were doubtlefs left by the

cruifer Rationed off that port.

But to return to Pizarro, who had not yet com-
pleted the feries of his misfortunes. In 1745*:, he^

* The relation of the infiirre^lion of Orellana and his followers

was taken from the movith of an Englifh gentleman then oa
board Pizarro, who often converfed with Orellana, and its prin-

cipal circiimllances were confirmed by others who were in the fliip
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and Mindinuetta returned back by land from

Chili to Buenos-Ay res, when they found the Afia

at Monte Vedis, which they had left there near

three years before, and reibived, if pollible, to

return with her to Europe. They refitted her in

the beft manner they were ablej, and all their re-

maining failors to be met with in the neighbour-

hood of Buenos-Ayres, not amounting to loo

men, they fupplied the defect, by preliiiig many
of the inhabitants of that city, patting on board

all the Engliih prifoners then in their cuftody,

together with a number of Portuguefe fmugglers,

which had been taken at diPitrent times, and fome

Indians of the country, among whom was Oiel-

lana an Indian chief, who belonging to a very

powerful tribe which had committed great ravages

in the neighbourhood of Buenos-Ayres, and ten

of his followers. With this motley crew, all

whom, except the European Spaniards, were ex-

tremely averfe to the voyage, Pizarro fet fail about
the beginning of November, 1745, and the native

Spaniards being fenfible of the diflatisfaction of

the men they had forced on board, treated both

thofe, the EngliQi prifoners, and the Indians widi

great infolence and barbarity ; but more parti-

cularly the Indians, for the meaneft officers in the

fliip frequently beat them moft cruelly on the

Ilighteft pretences, and for no other reafon than
to Ihow their fuperiority, while Orellana, thouoh
to appearance patient under his fufferings, together
with his people, meditated a fevere revenge upon
his opprelfors. He ftrove to cultivate an intimacy
with fuch of the Englifli as fpoke Spanifli, a lan-

guage in which he was well verfed, and as he knew
that they were as much enemies to the Spaniards
as himfeli^ he doubtlefs intended to draw them

at the fame time, fo that the truth of this extraordinary/ fa<r!: can-
not be doubled.
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into his fcheme of revenge, to procure their li-

berty, but founding them at a dittance, and find'

ing them notfo ready and vindi6tive as he expected,

he refolved to truft alone to the refolution of his

ten faithful followers, and having agreed with

them on the meafures to be taken, they furnifhed

themfelves with Dutch knives, (harp at the point,

"which being thofe commonly ufed in the Ihip,

they procured without the leaft difficulty. Belides

at their leifure hours, they fecretly cut out thongs
from raw hides, many of which were on board,

and alfo employed themfelves in fixing to each of

thefe thongs the double headed fliot of the fmall

quarter-deck guns. This when fwung round their

heads, according to the pra6tice of the country,

was a moft: mifchievous weapon, in the ufe of

which the Indians about Buenos-Ayres are very
expertj as they are trained up to this way of fight-

ing from their infancy. While thefe works were
carrying on, the execution of their revenge was
doubtlefs precipitated by a cruel outrage com-
mitted on Orellana himfelf; for a very brutal

fellow, who was one of the officers, ordering Orel-

lana a loft, which was what he was incapable of
performing, the officer, under the pretence of

difobedience, beat him lb violently that he left him
"bleeding on the deck, where he lay for fome time,

ftunned with his wounds and bruifes. This doubt-
lefs made him eager and impatient till the means
of executing his revenge were in his power, and
a day or two after, he and his followers attempted
to put their fcheme in execution.

Many of the principal officers were on the

quarter-deck, at about nine in the evening, en-

joying the frelhnefs of the night air. This wafl:e of
the Ihip was filled with live cattle, and the fore-

caftle was manned with its ufual watch, when
Orellana, and hh companions having prepared
this weapoHj and thrown off the more cumbrous
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part of their drefs, came all together towards the

door of the great cabbin : Upon this they were

reprimanded by the boatfwain, who ordered them
to be gone. Orellana then fpoke to his followers

in their native language, when four of them drew
off, two to each gang-way, and Orellana and

the fix remaining Indians feemed to be llowly quit-

ting the quarter-deck, initead of which Orellana no
fooner faw the gang-ways poflelTed by his detach-

ed parties, than he let up the war cry, a found

perhaps the moft terrifying that ever was heard.

Upon which they all drew their knives and bran-

di(hed their double-headed (hot fo fuccefsfuliy,

that they laid near forty of the Spaniards at their

feet, above twenty of whom were killed on the

fpot, and the reft difabled. The confufion which
this unex pe<5led attack fpread aniongft the fliip's

crew is not to be defcribed, many of the officeris

in the beginning of the tumult, ruflied into the

great cabbin, where they put out the light and
barricaded the door, while fome of the others who
had avoided the fury of the refolute Indians, en-

deavoured to make their efcape along the gang-
ways in the forecaftle ; but the Indians placed on
purpofe, ftabbed the greateft part of them, as they
attempted to pafs by, or forced them off the gang-
ways into the waile. Some threw themfelves over
the barricadoes into the wafte, and thought them-
felves happy in lying concealed amongft the cattle;,

but the greateft part ran up the main flirouds,

and fecured themfelves either in the tops or rigg-

ing. Thus with an intrepidity, perhaps without
example, did thefe eleven Indians, almoft in an
inftant pofiTefs themfelves of the quarter-deck of a
Ihip mounting 66 guns, and manned with near

500 hands. The watch in the forecaftle finding

the communication cut off, had ran up the rigging
of the foremaft and bov^fprit. The officers in the

great cabbin, amongft whom were Pizarro and
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Mindinuetta, the -crew between decks, and all

who had fied, were only anxious for their own
fafety, and were long incapable of forming any
proje6t for recovering the poflcffion of the (hip.

The yells of the Indians, the groans of the wound-
ed, and the confuied clamours of the crew, all

heightened by the obfeurity of the night, filled

them with the imaginary terrors which darknefs,

diforder, and an utter ignorance of the real ftrength

of an enemy, conllantiy produce. And being fen-

fible of the difaifedion of their prefled hands, and
confcious of their own barbarity to their prifoners,

they imagined the confpiracy general, and confi-

dered their deftrucflion as infallible ; even fome of

them were fo terriSed as to take the refoliition of

leaping into the fea ^ but were prevented by their

companions.
The Indians having cleared the quarter deck,

the tumult in a great meafure fublided, for thole

v, ho had been io happy as to efcape were kept

filent by their fears, and the Indians were incapa-

ble of renewing the diforder by purfuing them.
Orellana now broke open the cheft of arms, which
a few days before had been removed to the quarter-

deck, on a flight fufpicion of mutiny, as to a

place of the greateft fecurity, but to his great

difappointment, found nothing but fire-arms;

though had he removed thefe he would have come
at the cutlafles, of which he was in fearch, and
in the ufe of which both he and his companions
were extremely fKilful.

At length Pizarro and his companions in the

great cabbin began to converfe through thecabbin
windows and port- holes vvith thofe in the gun-
room and between decks, whence they learned

that the Englifli, whom they chiefly fufpefledj

were all fare below, and at laft difcovercd that none
were concerned in the mutiny but Orellana and his

people. Upon this Pizarro and the other officers
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refolved to attack the Indians, before any of the
difcontented on board fhould recover their furprize

and join them. Pizarro therefore got together the
arms that were in the cabbin, which were only
piftols, and diftributed them amongft thofe who
were with him, and as they had neither powder
nor ball, they lowered down a bucket out of the
cabbin window, into which the gunner handed out
of one of the gun-room ports a quantity of piftol

cartridges. Having thus procured ammunition,
they loaded their piftols, and fetting the door a
little open, fired ieveral fhots amongft the Indians
on the quarter-deck, but without effe(5l, till at

laft Mindinuetta had the good fortune to fhoot

Orellana dead on the fpot, when his faithful com-
panions abandoning all thoughts of farther refift-

ance, inftantly leaped into the fea, and every one
of them perifhed. Thus was this remarkable in-

furre6tion quelled, and the quarter-deck regained,

after it had been full two hours in the polTeTlion of
this great and intrepid chief, and his brave but
unhappy countrymen.

Pizarro now continuing his voyage, arrived on
the coaft of Galicia, in the beginning of the year

1746, after his being abfent from Europe between
four and five years, and having by his affiduity

in endeavouring to defeat Mr. Anion's meafures^
diminiflied the naval power of Spain, by the de-
ftrudion of four confiderable fliips of war, a
patache, and above 3000 of the flower of the Spa-
nilh failors.

Befides the above intelligence, all of which ex-
cept that relating to Orellana, the commodore
learned from the people and papers on board the
Carmelo, he was informed, that though the Vice-
roy of Peru had laid an embargo on the (hipping in
thofe feas, in the month of May preceding, it was
now taken otF^ which made them flatter themfelves

VOL. m. R
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with the hopes of obtaining valuable captures,

that might indemnify them for the incapacity

they were under of attempting any confiderable

Spanifli fettlements on fhore, and the commodore
having thus fatisfied himfelf about the material,

articles of his inquiry, and taken on board the

Centurion molt of the prifoners and all the lilver,

he fet fail for Juan Fernandez, where both he
and the prize came to an anchor the following

day.

Upon a farther examination of the prifoners

and papers, it appearing that feveral other mer-
chantmen were bound from Callao to Valparaifo,

the commodore difpatched the Tryal floop the

very next morning tocruife off the laft mentioned
port, and alfb refolved to fcparate the fliips under
his command, and employ them in diftindt cruifes,

by which means he would increafe the chance of

obtaining prizes, and run lefs hazard of alarming
the coaft. The failors now forgot all their paft

diftreffes, and refuming their wonted alacrity,

laboured indefatigably in preparing to take their

laft leave of the ifland ; but as the preparations,

notwithftanding all their induftry, took up four

or five days, Mr. Anfon in that interval gave
orders, that the guns belonging to the Anna Pink,

which were four fix-pounders, four four-pounders,

and two fwivels, lh6uld be mounted on board
the prize Carmelo, and having fent fix pafTengers

and twenty-three feamen on board the Glouceftcr

to alfift in navigating that Ihip, he directed Cap-

tain Mitchel to leave Fernandez and cruife off

the ifland of Payta, at fuch a diftance from the

fliore as lliould prevent his being difcovered, and
on this ftation he was to continue till he Ihould

be joined by the commodore. Thefe orders being

delivered, the commodore weighed anchor on the

19th of September, in company with the prize,

and getting out of the bay, took his laft leave of
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the ifland of Juan Fernandez, ftcering to the

eaftward in order to join the Tryai Hoop in her

ftation off Valparaifo.

The Centurion upon leaving Juan Fernandez,

was detained three days by the irregularity and
flu6tuation of the winds within fight,of that iOand,

baton thezj'th of September, juft before fun -fet,

faw two fail to the eaftward, on which the prize

flood direftly from the Centurion to avoid giving;

any fufpicion of their being cjuifers, while the

commodore made ready for an engagement, and
fteered with all his canvafs, towards the iliips he

had difcovered. It was foon perceived that one
of thefe, which appeared to be a very fcout fliip,

made dire^ily towards him, while the other kept

at a diftance. By feven o'clock the Centurion was
within piftol fliotof the neareft, and had a broad-

fide ready to pour into her, the gunners with

their matches in their hands waiting only for orders

to fire ; but as Mr. Anfon knew it was impoffible

for her to efcape, he, before he fuffered them to

fire, ordered the mafter to hale them in Spanifli,

when the commanding ofiiceron board, who prov-

ed to be Mr. Hughes, lieutenant of the Tryal^

anfwered in Engliili, and let them know that fhe

wras a prize taken by the Tryal a few days before,

and that the other fhip at a diftance was the Tryal
herfelf, who was difabled in her mafts. The Tryal
foon after joined the Centurion, and Capt. Saun-
ders her commander coming on board, informed
the commodore that his prize was a prime failor,

and had coft him thirty- fix hours chafe ; that for

fometimehe began to defpairof taking her, and
the Spaniards, though alarmed at firft with feeing

nothing but a cloud of fail in purfuit of them ; (for

the Tryal's hull was fo low in the water, that

no part of it appeared) yet finding how little the
Tryal gained upon them, they at length laid afide

their fears, and altering their courfe in the nightj
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ihut up their windows to prevent any of their h'ghts

being feen ; but a fmall crevice in one of the ihut-

ters rendered all their precautions inelfe^tual ; for

the Tryal's people perceiving a light through it,

chafed it till they arrived within gun-fliot, when
Captain Saunders uexpe<5leely alarmed them with
a broad-fide, and before he could fire another,

they lowered their fails, and fubmitted without

oppofition. She was called the Arranzazu, and
was one of the largeft merchantmen employed in

thofe feas, being about 600 tons burden. Her
cargo was much the fame as that of the Carmelo,

but her filver amounted only to about 5000I.

ilerling,

This fuccefs was, however, balanced by the

Tryal's having the misfortune to fpring her main-
maft ; her maintop-mafl: had alfo come by the

board ; and the next morning as they were all

landing to the eaftward, (lie fprung her foremafl:.

Thefe accidents were rendered more unhappy by
the impoffibility of alfiftingher ; for the wind then

blew fo hard that the commodore could not venture

to hoifl: out his boat ; fo that as he could not think

of leaving her in this unhappy fituation, he was
obliged to lay too, in order to attend her for the

greatefl: part of fort3^-eight hours ; and as they

were all the while driving from their ftation, there

was reafon to fear that this deprived them of feveral

confiderable captures.

However, on the 27th, the weather proving

more moderate, Mr. Anfon fent his boat for the

captain of the Tryal, who, on his coming on board

produced an inftrument figned by himfelf and all

the officers, reprefenting that the Hoop, befides

being difmafted, was fo very leaky in her hull,

that it was necefTary to ply the pumps even 'm

moderate weather; and if the weather Ihould prove

bad, they muft all inevitably perifli ; when the

commodore confidering that he had not the necef-
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fary {lores proper for repairing her, gave orders

for her being deftroyed ; but conceiving it expe-

dient to keep up the appearance of the lame force,

appointed the Tryal's prize, which the viceroy of

Peru had often employed as a man of war, to be

a frigate in his majefty's fervice, and to be manned
by the Tryal's crew, under the fame captain and
officers. When in the Spanifh fervice ihe had

mounted thirty-two guns, but was now to have

only twenty, which were the twelve on board the

Tryal, and eight that had belonged to the Anna
Pink. This being determined, Captain Saunders

was directed to take out of the floop the arms,

ammunition, ftores, and every thing that could be

of ufe to the other Ihips, and then to fcuttle and
iink her ; after which he was to proceed with his

new frigate, which was to be called the Tryal's

Prize, and to cruize off the iiland of Vaiparaifo,

where he was to continue twenty-four days^ and
if not joined by the commodore in that time, he
was to proceed down the coaft of Pifco, or Nafca,

where he would be certain of meeting with Mr.
Anfon. Thefe orders being given, the Centurion
left the other veflels on the 27th of September, in

order to cruife for fome days off Vaiparaifo.

Notwithftanding this difpofition was the mod
prudent that could be imagined, confidering the

fmallnefsof the commodore's force, yet he had not

the.happinefs to fee any fliips, at any of thefe

Itations, and being joined by the Tryal's and
Centurion's prizes, the latter of which had affiiied

in clearing and fcuttling the Tryal, it was refolv-

ed to join Captain Mitchel, who was ftationedolf

Payta, that if a Spanilh fquadron fhould be htted
out at Callao, they might, by uniting their ftrength
be prepated to give it a warm reception. With
this view they ftood to northward, and on the 5th
bf November came in fight of the high land of
Barraqca, and an hour afterwards, had the latif-
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faftion they fo long wifhed for of feeing a fail,

upon which they immediately gave chafe ; but
the Centurion out-failing the two prizes, run them
out of iight, and gained confiderably on the chafe.

However^ as the night came on, fhe about feven

o clock, loft light of her, and the officers were in

fome perplexity what courfe to fteer ; but at laft

the commodore refolved, as they were then before

the wind, not to change his courfe. The chafe

was thus continued about an hour and a half in

the dark, fome or other conftantly imagining they
difcerned her fails right-a-head ; but, at length,

Mr. Brett the fecond lieutenant, really difcovered

he]', about four points to the larboard, fleering

off to the feaward, and immediately Handing for

her, they, in lefs than a hour, came up with her,

and having fired fourteen fliot at her. Hie ftruck.

Mr. Dennis, the Centurion's third lieutenant, was
lent in the boat with lixtecn men, to take poffef-

fion of the prize, when he found that fhe was
about 300 tons burden, was named the Santa
Terefa de Jefus ; was bound from Guaiaquil to

Callao, and that her lading confifted of hides^

timber, tobacco, cocoa, cocoa-nuts, Quito thread,

which is very ftrong, and made of afpecies of grafs,

wax, Quito cloth, &c. But the fpecie on board
amounted to no more than 170I. Though the

cargo was of great value to the Spaniards, yet

as they had ftri6l orders never to ranfom their

Hiips, all the goods taken in thefe feas, except
what the Englifh themfelves had occafion for, were
of no other advantage, than as it was a lofs to the

enemy.
Belides the crew, which amounted to forty-five

hands, there were ten pallengers on board, four

men and three women, who were natives of the

country, but born of Spanifh parents, together

with three black Haves that attended tiiem ; the

Svomen were, the mother, and her two daughters.
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the eldeft of whom was about twenty- one, and
the youngell about fourteen. Thefe women were

extremely terrified, and in the greateft diftrefs

at their falling into the hands of an enemy, whom,
from the former outrages of the Buccaneers, and
the artful infinuations of their prielts, they had

been taught to confider as the moft brutal amd
terrible of all mankind. Thefe dreadful appre-

henfions were greatly heightened by the remark-

able beauty of the youngeft of the wonien, and
the riotous difpofition they might reafonably expert

to find in a fet of failors, who had not feen a wo-
man for near a twelve month. Filled with thefe

terrors, the women hid themfelves as foon as the

officer came on board ; and when they were difco-

vered he found much difficulty in perfuading them
to approach the light. However, he foon con-

vinced them by his humane behaviour, and his at-

furances of their future fafety and honourable treat-

ment, that all their appreheniions were groundlefs.

The commodore being informed of the terror they
had difcovered, immediately fent word that they

fiiould be continued on board their own ffiip, have
the uie of the fame apartments, and all the other

conveniences they had before enjoyed; he gave
ftri(5l orders that they ffiould receive no molefta-

tion or difturbance whatfoever. To give them the

greater certainty that thefe orders would be com-
plied with, as well as to afford them the means of

complaining if they were not, he allowed the pilot,

who is generally the fecond perfon on board the

Spaniffi fliips, to ilay with them, as their guardian

and protestor, an office to which this pilot was
chofen by Mr. Anion, from his leeming extremely
interefted in every thing relating to the women ;

and his at firft declaring he was married to the

youngeft of them, though it afterwards appeared,

that he had alTerted this with no other view but
to fecure them the better from the treatment they



136 ANSON'S VOYAGE
cxpe61ed to find on their falling into the hands of
the Englilh. By this companionate and indulgent
behaviour their conllernation entirely fubfided,

and they continued eafy and cheerful during the

whole time they remained prifoners.

The next morning the Centurion wasjoined by
her two conforts, when they proceeded together to

the northward, they being now four fail in com-
pany. They here found the fea for many miles

round them, of a beautiful red colour, which, upon
examination, was imputed to an immenfe quantity
offpawn fwimming upon itsfurface; for fome of

the water being taken up in a wine glafs, it had
there a dirty appearance, but foon changed to a

clear cryflai, with only fome red globules of a

llimy nature floating on the top. As they had a

fuppiy of timber on board their new prize, the

commodore gave orders for repairing their boats,

and for fixing a fvvivel gun-ftock in the bow both
of the barge and pinnace, in order to increafe

their force, in cafe he fhould be obliged to make
ufe of them in boarding ihips, or for any attempts

on Hiore.

Though they continued ftanding to the north-

ward, nothing remarkable occurred for two or

three days, notwithflanding the (hips were fpread

in fuch a manner, that it was hardly poflible for

any of the enemy's vefTels to efcape them. In

their run along this coait it was obferved that

there was a current which let them to the north-

ward at the rate of ten or twelve miles a day.

Being now in about eight degrees of fouth latitude,

they began to be attended with vafi: numbers of

flying-fi(h and bonitos, which were the firft they

faw after their departure from the coaft of Bralil.

But it is obfervable, that on the eaft fide of South-

America, they extended to a much higher latitude

than they did on the weft fide ; for the failors did

not lofe fight of them on the coaft of Brafil till they
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approached the fouthern tropic. The reafon of

which is doubtlefs the different degrees of heat ob-

taining in the fame latitude on different fides of

the continent. For it is evident that the tempe-
rature of a place depends much more upon other

circumftances than its diftance from the pole, or

its proximity to the equino6lial. Thus it was
found by this fquadron, that though the coafl of

Brafil is extremely fultry, yet the coafl of the

South Sea, in the fame latitude, is perhaps as

temperate as any part of the globe, fince in rang-

ing along it, they did not once meet with fuch

warm weather as is frequent in a fummer's day in

England, which was the moi^e extraordinary, as

there never falls any rain to refrefh and cool the

air. On the coaft of Peru, and even under the
equinoctial itfelf, every circumftance concurred ta

make the open air and day-light defirable, for in

other countries the fcorcliing heat of the fun in

fummer renders the greatefl part of the day unapt
either for labour or amufement, and the frequent

rains are not lefs troublefome in the more tem-
perate parts of the year. But in this delightful

climate the fun rarely appears, for there is con-

ftantly a cheerful grey fky, jufl fufficient to fcreen

the fun and to mitigate the violence of its perpen-
dicular rays, without obfcuring the air or tinging

the day-light with an unpleafant or melancholy
appearance. Thus all parts of the day are proper
for labour or exercife abroad, while the refrefhing

and agreeable coolnefs of the air in other climates

produced by rains, is here brought about by frefh

breezes, from the cooler regions to the fouthward.

It is not to be doubted, that this happy com-
plexion of the heavens is chiefly owing to the
neighbourhood of thofe vaft mountains called the
Andes, which running nearly parallel to the fhore,

from whence they are but afmall diflance, and ex-

tending themfelves immenfely higher than any
VOL. III. S
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other mountains upon the globe, form upon theif

iides and declivities a prodigious traft of country^

where, according to the different approaches to

their fummit, all kinds of climates may at all

fealons be iound. Thefe mountains intercept great

part of the eaftern winds which generally blow

tjpon the continent of South-America, cool that

part of the air which forces its way over the tops,

and keep a large part of the atmofphere perpetu-

ally cool, from its contiguity to the fnows, with

which they are conftantly covered. Thus thele

mountains, by fpreading the influence of their

frozen crells to the neighbouring coafts and feas of

Peru, are doubtlefs the caufe of the temperature

and equability which conftantly prevail there.

But when this fquadron had advanced beyond the

equinoftial, and left thefe mountains, the people

bad nothing to fcreen them to the eaftward, but

the high lands on the ifthmus of Panama, which

are but molehills to the Andes, they then experi*

enced, in a fliort time, an entire change of climate,

and in two or three days paffed from the temperate

air of Peru to the fultry burning atmofphere of the

Weft-Indies.

On the loth of November, the commodore was
within three leagues of the fouthermoft ifland of

Labos, lying in fix degrees twenty-feven minutes

fouth latitude, and now drawing near the ftation

appointed for the Gloucefter, made an eafy fail all

night ; but the next morning at day break, faw a

fliip in ftiore, and to windward, which had palTed

the fquadron by favour of the night, and was ply-

ing up the coaft. As flie was foon perceived not to

be the Gloucefter, they got their tacks on board,

and gave her chace ; but there being very little

wind, which prevented any of the Ibips making
much way, the commodore ordered the barge, his

pinnace, and the Tryal's pinnace, to be manned
and armed, to, purfue the chace^ and board her.
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jLieutenant Brett, who commanded the barge,

came up with her about nine o'clock, and running
along fide of her, fired a volley of fmall fliot be-

tween the niafts, over the heads of the people on
board, and then inilantly entered with moft of his

men, the enemy making no refiftance, they being

fufficiently frightened by the volley they had juft

Received, and the dazzling of the cutlalTes. Lieu«

tenant Brett immediately ordered the fails to be
trimmed, and bore dpwn to the commodore,
taking up in his way the two pinnaces ; but when
he came within four miles of the Centurion he put
qW in the barge with a number of prifoners, from
whom he had learned fome material intelligence,

whichhe was defirous of comn>unicating to the
commodore as foon as pofljible. The prize was
named Neuftra Senora del Carmin ; it was of about

370 tons burden, and had on board forty-three

mariners, and was deeply laden with fteel, iron,

plank, cedar, pepper, cinnamon, powder, Eu-
ropean bale goods, fnufF, rofaries, Romifli in-

dulgences, and other fpecies of merchandize.
Though this cargo, in their prefent circumftances,

was but of little value, yet it was a greater lofs to

the Spaniards than any capture they had made in

that part of the world ; for it amounted to above
400,000 dollars prime coft at Panama. This (hip

was bound to Gallao, and had flopped at Payta in

her pafTage to take in a frefli fupply of water and
provifion, having left that place but about twen-
ty-four hours, before flie fell into the hands of the

Englifli ; and from the palTengers on board this

ihip lieutenant Brett had been informed, that a few
days before a velFel had entered Payta, the mailer
of which had told the governor that he had been
chafed by a very large fliip, which, from her fize,

and the colour of her fails, he imagined to be one
of the Englifh fquadron, and that the governor
|)eing fully fatigfied with this relation, had imme-



140 ANSON'S VOYAGE ,

dlately fen t an exprefs to Lima to carry the news
to the viceroy, while the royal officer reliding at

Payta, being apprehenfive of a vilit from the Eng-
lifh, had from his firft learning this intelligence,

been bufily employed in removing both the king's

treafureand hisown to Piura, a town within land

at about fourteen leagues diftance, but that there

was a confiderable fum of money belonging to

fome merchants of Lima, lodged in the cuftom-

houfe of Payta, which was intended to be fent on
board a velTel then in the port, and that was pre-

paring to fail with the utmoft expedition ; it being

bound for the bay of Sonfonnate on the coaft of

Mexico, to purchafe a part of the cargo of the

Manilla Ihip.

It was immediately conje6tured, that the large

ihip which had chafed the veflel into Payta was the

Glouceftcr, as indeed it was ; and it being found
that the veflel in which the money was to be ihip-

ped was efteemed a prime failer, and had jull re-

ceived a new coat of tallow on her bottom, it was
concluded that they had no chance of coming up
with her, if they fufFered her to efcape out of the

port. Therefore as they were now difcovered, and
the coaft would be foon alarmed, fo as to prevent

their cruifing being of any advantage, the com-
modore, after minutely enquiring into the ftrength

and condition of the place, refolved to endeavour
to furprize it that very night. '

Payta is lituated in a barren foil, only compofed
offand and Hate; it is in 5*^. 12'. fouth latitude^

and does not furnifh a dropoffrefh water, or any
kind of greens or provifions, except fifh anda few

goats; but about two or three leagues diftant,

there is a town called Colan, whence water, maize,

greens, fowls, &c. are conveyed to Payta, on
floats, for the convenience of the fhips that touch
there ; and cattle are brought from Piura, a town
which lies almoft fourteen degrees up in the coun-
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try. The water fetched from Colan is whitifh, and

has a difagreeable look ; but is faid to be very

wholefome, the inhabitants pretending that it runs

through large woods of Sarfaparilla, and that it is

fenfibly impregnated with it. The port of Payta,

though in reality little more than a bay, is efleem-

ed the beft in that part of the coaft ; and indeed,

it affords a very fecure and commodious anchorage;

it is therefore much frequented by all velTels com-

ing from the north, iince there is no other place

for the fhips from Acapulco, Sonfonnate, Realejo,

and Panama, to take in refrelhments in the paiTage

to Callao, and the wind being for the greateft part

of the year fuUagainft them, renders it impoffible

for them to perform thefe long voyages, without

flopping upon the coaft for a recruit of frefli water.

The town was but of fmail extent, as it contained

lefs than 200 families. The houfes were only

ground floors, the walls of which were built of

fplit cane and mud, and the roofs were thatched

with leaves ; but though thefe edifices were ex-

tremely flight, they were fufRcient for a climate,

where rain is conlidered as a prodigy, and is not

feen in many years.

Mr. Anfon, on inquiring into the ftrength of the

place, was told, that it had no other protection

than the fort, in which were mounted eight pieces

of cannon ; that it had neither ditch nor out-work,

it being only furrounded by a plain brick- wall,

and that the garrifon confifted of but one weak
company, though the town might poflibly arm
300 men more.
The commodore, confidering that the flrength

of the place did not require his whole force, and
that his fhips might be eafily feen at a diflance,

even in the night, which would alarm the inhabi-

tants, and give them an opportunity of removing
their valuable efFe6fs, refolved to attempt it with
the boats only, and ordered the eighteen oared
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barges with his own, and the Tryal pinnaces, on
thatiervice. Having picked out fifty-eight men,
well furniflied with arms and ammunition, and
entrufted the command of the expedition to Lieut.

Brett ; to prevent the confufion which poffibly

might arife from their ignorance of the ftreets,

and the darknefs of the night, he ordered two of

the Spanifli pilots to conduct the lieutenant to the

moft convenient landing-place, and to be his

guides on fhore ; to fecure their fidelity, the pri-

foners were informed that they (hoijld all of them
be releafed, and landed at this place, provided the

pilots acted faithfully : at the fame time he threa-

tened the pilots, that if they were guilty of treach-

ery, or mifconduct, they fhould be inllantly (hot,

and he would carry the reft of the Spaniards on
board prifonersto England.
About lo o'clock at night, at which time the

fliips were within five leagues of the place. Lieu-

tenant Brett, with the boats under his command,
put off, and arrived without being difcovered,

at the mouth of the bay ; but he had no fooner

entered it, than he was perceived by fome of the

people on board a vefTel riding at anchor, who
immediately getting into their boat, rowed towards

the lliore, fhouting and crying, " The Englifh,

the Englifh dogs," &c. by which the whole town
was inftantly alarmed, and the men in the boats

foon perceived feveral lights hurrying backwards

and forwards in the fort, and other marks of the

inhabitants being in motion. Upon this Lieu-

tenant Brett encouraged his men to pull up brilkly,

that they might allow the enemy as little time

as pollible to prepare for their defence. But before

the boats could reach the fliore, the foldiers in

the fort had got fome of the cannon ready, which

they pointed towards the landing place, and the

firft fliot paffed very near one of the boats, whift-

ling juft over the heads of the crew. Upon this
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the men redoubled their efforts, fo that they had
reached the Ihore, and part of them were landed by
the time the fecond gun was tired. The men were
ho fooner on Ihore, than one of the Spanilh pilots

conducted them to the entrance of a narrow ftreet,

where they were covered from the fire of the fort,

and being formed in the beft manner the Ihortncfs

of the time would permit, they inftantly marched
to the parade, a large fquare at the end of this

ftreet, the fort being on one fide, and the governor's

houfe on the other. In this march, which was
performed with tolerable regularity, the fhouts

and clamours of three fcore failors, who had been
fo long confined on Ihip- board, and were now for

the firft time on fliore, in an enemy's country,

joyous as they always are,* when they land, and
befides, animated with the hopes of immenfe plun-

der; the huzzas, I hy, of this fpirited detachment,
added to the noife of their drums, had fo aug-

mented their numbers in the opinion of the enemy,
that their fear made them more folicitous about
the means of flight than of refiftance. However,
the merchants who owned the treafure then in the

town, had, with a few others, ranged themfelvea

in a gallery that run round the Governor's houfcj

and thence difcharged a volley upon the Englilh

failors,' but upon their returning the fire, they

abandoned the pod, and left the Englilli in poiTef-

lion of the parade.

Lieutenant Brett, upon this fuccefs, divided his

men into two parties, one of which he ordered to

furround the governor's houfe, and if poflible to

fecure the governor, while he himfelf, at the head
of the other, marched to the fort, with a delign to

force it, but to his great furprife, he entered it w ith -

out oppofition ; for the enemy abandoned it on
his approach, and made their efcape over the wails.

Thus the whole place was taken in Icfs than a
quarter of an hour's time from their lirft landing>
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with no other lofs than one man killed on the fpot,

and two wounded.
Lieutenant Brett now placed a guard at the fort,

and another at the governor's houfe, and then

appointed centinels at all the avenues of the town,
both to prevent being furprifed by the enemy, and
to fecure the effe6ts from being embezzled. This
being done, his next care was to feize upon the

cuftom-houfe, where the treafure was depolited,

and to examine whether any of the inhabitants re-

mained in the town, in order to know what farther

precautions it was necelTary for him to take ; but
he foon found that he was in no danger from the

numbers left behind ; for moft of the people being
in bed when the place was furprifed, had fled

with fuch precipitation, that they had not allowed

themfelves time to put on their clothes ; and the

governor himfelf was not the laft in providing for

his own fafety, for he fled before moft of the reft

half naked, leaving his wife a young lady about
feventeen years of age, to whom he had been mar-
ried but three or four days ; but Ihe too was
afterwards carried off in her fliift by a couple of

centinels, juft as the detachment arrived before

the houfe. The few inhabitants who remained
were confined undera guard in one of the churches,,

except fome ftout negroes, who were employed the

remaining part of the night, to affift in carrying

the treafure from the cuftom-houfe and other places

to the fort ; but thefe were always attended by a

file of muftteteers.

The conveyance of the treafure from the cuf-

tom-houfe was the principal employment of Mr,
Brett's people ; but while the failors were thus

bufied they could not be prevented from entering

the houfes in their way, in fearch of private pil-

lage, where the firft things they obferved being

the clothes left by the Spaniards in their flight,

which, according to the cuftom of the country.
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were moft of them either embroidered or laced,

they eagerly feized thefe glittering habits, and
flipped them on over their own dirty trowfers and
jackets, at the fame time not forgetting the tye or

bag wig, and laced hat, which were generally

found with the clothes, and this practice being

once began, there was no preventing its being imi-

tated by the whole detachment. But thofe who
came lateft into the falliion, not finding men's
clothes fufFicientto equip themfelves, took up with

womens' gowns and petticoats, which, provided

they were rich enough, they made no fcruple of

putting on, and blending with their own greafy

drefs, fo that Mr. Brett was extremely furprifed at

their grotefque figure, when a party thus ridicu-

loufly metamorphofed firft came before him, and
could fcarcely know them.

Mean while the Centurion and the other fliips

made an eafy fail towards Payta, and about feven.

in the morning began to open the bay. Though
thofe on board had no reafon to doubt of the fuc-

cefs of the enterprize ; yet it was with great joy

they difcovered, by means of their perfpedtives,

an Englifh flag hoifted on the flag-ftaff of the fort.

They then plied into the bay with as much expe-

dition as poffible, and at eleven the Tryal's boat

came on board the Centurion, laden with dollars

and church plate, when the officers who command-
ed it informed the commodore of the tranfadtions

of the preceding night.

Mr. Brett hitherto went on collefting and re-

moving the treafure without interruption, while

the enemy afTembled from all parts of the country,

on a hill at the back of the town, where they

made a confiderable appearance, having, amongft
the reft of their force, about 200 horfe that feemed
well armed, mounted, and furnifhed with trum-
pets, drums, and ftandards. They paraded about

VOL. HI. T
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the hill with great oftentation, founding theif

military mufic, and pradtifing every art to intimi-

date the few who were on fliore, whofe numbers
were now known, to induce them to abandon
the place before the pillage was completed. Mr.
Brett however proceeded in fending off "the trea-

fure, and in employing the boats to carry on board

refrelhments, fuch as hogs, fowls, &c. as long as

it was light. To prevent any furprife in the night,

the commodore fent a reinforcement on Ihore,

which was polled in all the palTages leading to

the parade, and for their farther fecurity, the

ftreets were fortified with barricadoes fix feet high.

But as the enemy remained quiet all the night,

they refumed at day-break the employment of

loading the boats, and fending them off.

It now appeared of what importance it would
have been, had it been polTible to have fecured the

governor ; for had he been in their power, he

would probably been induced to treat for the ran-

Ibm of many ftore-lioufes full of valuable effe<51:s,

for which the commodore had no room on board,

but which would have been of extraordinary ad-

vantage to him. Having colle61:ed all the force

of the country for many leagues round, he was
fo elated with his numbers, and fo fond of his new
military command, that he feemed to have loft ail

concern for the fate of his government, and though
the commodore fent feveral meifages to him by
fome whom he had taken prifoners, offering to ran-

fom the town upon eafy terms, he was fo arrogant

and impudent, that he would not even return an
anfwer.

On the fecond day of the Englifh being in pof-

feffion of the place, the Spaniards were in fuch

want of water, that many of their (laves crept into

the town by Health, and carried away feveral jars

of water to their mafters on the hill ; and Mr.
Brett was informed^ both by the deferters and
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fome prifonershe took, as they were carrying away
the water, that the Spaniards on the hill being en-

creafed to a formidable number, had refolved to

itorm the town and fort the fucceeding night,

when one Gordon, a Scotch papift, was to have

the command of that enterprize. He, however,

continued fending off' the boats, without the

leaft hurry or precipitation, till the evening, when
a reinforcement was again ordered on fliore by
Mr. Anion, and Mr. Brett doubled his guards at

each of the barricadoes. The diiferent polls were
connected by means of centinels placed within caU
of each other, and the whole vifited by frequent

rounds attended with a drum. Thefe marks of the

vigilance and readinefs of the Englifli to receive

them, damped their refolution ; Co that they paired

that night with as little mojeftation as they had
done the former.

As Mr. Brett had the evening before fent all the

treafure on board the Centurion, the boats were
employed on the third morning, which was the

15th of November, in carrying otf the moft valu-

able part of the efFe(5ts that remained in the town ;

and the commodore intending to fail in the after-

noon, he about ten o'clock fent all his prifoners,

amounting to eighty-eight, on Ihore, giving orders

to Lieutenant Brett to fecure them in one of the

churches, till the men were ready to embark.
Mr. Brett was at the fame time ordered to burn
the whole town, except the two churches, vs'hich

Hood at fome diftance from the houfes, after which
he was to abandon the place, and return on board.

That gentleman punctually complied with thefe

orders, for fetting his men to work, he diftributed

pitch, tar, and other combullibles, of which there

were great quantities in the town, into houfes litu-

ated in different ftreets, that the place being fired

in many quarters at the fame time, the deftructioa

might be the more violent and fudden, and th^
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enemy after his departure might not be able to ex-

tinguifh it. This being done, he caufed the can-

non in the fort to be nailed up, and then fetting

iire to fuch houfes as were to the windward, he

coiledled his men and marched towards the beach,

where the boats waited to carry them off. That
part of the beach whence he intended to embark
being an open place without the town, the Spa-

niards on the hill perceived he was retreating, and
refolved, in order to lay fome foundation for fu-

ture boafting, to try if they could precipitate their

departure ; for this purpofe, a fmall fquadron of

about iixty horfe marched down the hill with much
feeming refolution; but notwithftanding the pomp
and parade with which they at firft came on, Mr.
Brett had no fooner ordered his men to halt and
face about, than they put a flop to their career,

and did not dare to advance a flep farther while he

continued on the beach.

On their arrival at the boats, in order to go on

board, the men were fome time retarded by mif-

fing one of their number, and being unable by
their enquiries amongft each other to learn where
he was left, or by what accident he was detained,

they after a confiderable delay, got into the boats,

in order to depart without him, but when the laft

man was actually embarked, and the boats were
putting off^ they heard him calling to them to

take him in. The town was by this time fo com-
pletely on fire, and the fmoke covered the beach
with fuch a cloud, that they could fcarcely difcern

him though they heard his voice ; the lieutenant,

however, immediately ordered one of the boats to

his relief, who found him up to the chin in water,

for he had waded as far as he durft, being ex-

tremely terrified at the apprehenfions of falling

into the hands of an enemy, who were doubtlefs

enraged at the plunder and deftru6lion of their

town. Inquiry being made into the caufe of his
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flaying behind the reft, it was found that he had

that morning taken too large a dofe of brandy,

which had thrown him into fo found a ileep tiiat

he did not awake till the fire came near enough to

fcorch him. At iirft opening his eyes he was
flrangely amazed at feeing on the one hand all the

houfes in a blaze, and on the other feveral Spa-

niards and Indians near him. The great and fud-

dennefs of his fright inftantly reduced him to a Hate

of fobriety, and gave him the prefence of mind to

pulh through the thickeft of thefmoke, thelikelieft

means of efcaping the enemy, and then making
the beft of his way to the beach, he, though he
could not fwim, ran as far into the water as he

durft, before he ventured to look back ; but to the

honour of all the other brave fellows who were on
Ihore, though there were great quantities of wine
and fpirituous liquors, ready at their hands, at al-

moft every warehoufe, this was the only man who
was known to have fo far negledted his duty as to

get drunk.
By the time the failors had helped their comrade

out of the water, and were rowing to the fqua-

dron, the flames had feized every part of the
town, and by means of the combuftibles, the
flightnefs of the materials of which the houfes were
built, and their aptnefs to take fire, had taken
fuch hold, that it was vifible no endeavours of the
enemy, though they flocked down in great num-
bers, could poffibly prevent the entire deftru6lioii

of the town, and all the merchandize contained
in it.

Lieutenant Brett's detachment having joined
the fquadron, the commodore prepared to fail that
evening. At hrs firft coming into the bay he
found fix of the enemy's veileis at anchor, one of
which was the Ihip that was to have conveyed the
treafure to the coaft of Mexico, and being informed
llie was a good failer, he refolved to take her with
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him. There were alfo two fnows, a bark, and two
row galleys of thirty-fix oars each, which the com-
modore having no occafion for, had ordered the
liiafts of all the five to be cut away at his firft ar-

rival, and on his leaving the place, they were
towed out of the harbour, fcuttled, and funk, the

command of the other fhip was given to Mr.
Hughes, the lieutenant of the Tryal, who was al-

lowed ten men to navigate her; and the fquadron
was now augmented to fix fail, that is, the Centu-
rion, the Tryal's Prize, the Carmelo, the Carmin,
the Terefa, and the Solidad, the laft acquired

velfel weighed anchor about midnight, and failed

out of the bay.

The lofs of the Spaniards by the defi:ru6i:ion of

Payta was very confiderable, fince a very great

part of the goods that were burned, confifted of

velvets, cambricks, filks, broad cloths, &c. and
though the acquifiton made by the Englifh was
very inconfiderable in comparifion with what was
deftroyed, yet it was far from being defpicable, for

the wrought plate, dollars, and other coin which
fell into their hands amounted to about 30,0001.

llerling, befides feveral rings, bracelets, and jewels,
whofe value could not then be determined ; the

plunder that became the property of the im-

mediate captors was alfo very confiderable, fo that

this was the mofi: important booty they had hither-

to met with.

It has already been obferved, that all the pri-

foners taken in the preceding prizes were fet on
ihore and difcharged at Payta, and as the honour
done to the national chara6ler in thofe parts was

very great, from the humanity and generofity

with which Mr. Anfon behaved to thofe who fell

into his hands, this circumftance deferves to be

more particularly related. Amongft thefe prifoners

were fome perfons of confiderable difi:in6lion, and
in particular a youth of about feventeen years of
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age, the fon of the vice-prefident of the council of

Chili. As the natives of tiiofe countries had the

moll terrible ideas of the cruelty of the Engiilh,

all the prifoners at their being firft taken on board

the Engliflifquadron were under great horror and
anxiety of mind, but the young gentleman juft

mentioned who had never been from home before,

lamented his captivity in the moft moving expref-

fions, regretting in very plaintive terms, the lofs

of his parents, his brothers, his lifters, and his

native country, being fully perfuaded, that he had
taken his lalt farewel of them, and that he was
devoted for the remainder of his life to an abjedl

and cruel fervitude ; indeed, all the Spanifti pri-

foners had the fame defponding opinion of their

fituation ; but Mr. Anfon inftantly exerted all his

endeavours to efface thefe terrifying impreffions, by
taking care that as many principal perfons amongfl
them as there was room for, fliould by turns dine at

bistable, and by giving the ftri(5left orders, that

they (hould be at all times treated with the utmoil
humanity and decency ; but notwithftanding this,

it was obferved that for the firft two or three days,

they retained their fears, and fufpefted the gentle-

nefs of their ufuage was preparatory to fome un-
known calamity : but at length, being convinced
of the commodore's fincerity, they grew remark-
ably cheerful, and the youth above mentioned not
only conquered his fears, but entertained a great

afte(5iion for Mr. Anion, and feemed fo delighted
with a manner of life different from every thing
he had known before, that it was doubted whether
he would not have preferred a voyage to England
in the Centurion, to his being immediately let on
fliore at Payta.

As the commodore's humanity was conftant and
imiform, it gave the prifoners favourable fentiments
of the whole Englifti nation ; and their good opi-

nion was greatly increafed by the commodore's
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leaving the ladies taken in the Terefa the pofTeffion

of their apartments, in preventing all his people
on board rroni approaching them, and allowing
the pilot to ftay with them as their guardian : at

which the Spaniards on board were the more fur-

prifed, as it was done without his ever feeing the
women, though the two daughters were both
efteemed handfome, and the youngeft was a cele-

^^rated beauty. The women themfelves were fb

feiiiible of the obligations they owed him on this

account, that they abfolutely refufed to go on fhore

at Payta, till they were allowed to wait on the
commodore, on board the Centurion, to return
him thanks in perfon ; and, indeed, all the prifoners

left the Englilh with the ftrongeft alFurances of

their gratetul remembrance of the generous treat-

ment they had met with. In particular a Jefuit

who had been taken by the commodore, and who
was an eccleiiaftic of fome diftinftion, returned
bis thanks for the civilities he and his countrymen
had found on board, declaring that he fhould al-

ways confider it was his duty to do Mr. Anfon
juftice, and added, that his treatment of the men
prifoners was fuch as could never be forgot, but
that his behaviour to the women wasfo extraordi-

nary, that he doubted whether the regard due to

his own ecclefiaftical character would be fufficient

to render it credible. Mr. Walter obferves, '* That
"•" he was afterwards informed that both he and
*' the reft of the prifoners had not been filent on
" this head ; but had both at Lima, and other
" places given the greateft encomiums on the com-
*' modore, the Jefuit in particular, having on his

"^ account interpreted in a lax and hypothetical
** iepSe, that article of his church which afTerts

*' the impollibility of heretics being faved."

The fquadron having fet fail from Payta on the

i6th of November, at about mid-night, the com-

modore in the morning gave orders for the Ihips
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to difperfe, in order to look out for the Gloucefter.

A jealoufy now arofe between thofe who had been
commanded on Ihore, and thofe who had continued

on board, occafioned by the private plunder got

at Payta, which the former confidered as a reward

for the rifks they had run, and the refolution they

had ihewn, while thofe who remained on board,

urged, that had it been left to their choice, they

fliould have preferred acting on fhore to continu-

ing onboard, and that while their comrades were

on land, their duty was extremely fatiguing, fince

they were conftantly under arms to fecure the

prifoners, whofe numbers exceeded their own, to

prevent any attempts that might be formed at that

critical jun6ture, and that a fufficient force on.

board was as necelTary to the fuccefs of the enter-

prife, as the a6lion of the others on fhore, and
this difpute arofe to fuch a height, that the com-
modore thought it neceffary to interpofe his autho-

rity, before it was attended with any mifchievous

confequences. Accordingly on the morning after

their leaving Payta, he ordered all hands upon
the quarter-deck, and addreffing himfelf to thofe

who had been detached on fhore, highly com-
mended their behaviour, and thanked them for

their fervices on that occafion. He then reprefent-

ed the reafons urged by thofe who had continued

on board for an equal divifion of plunder, obferved,

that he thought their reafons very conclufive, and
the expectations of their comrades extremely juft ;

he therefore infifted, that not only the private

men but all the oificers who had ailirted in taking

of the place, fhould produce the whole of their

plunder immediately upon the quarterdeck, in

order to be impartially divided amongft the whole
crew in proportion to their rank ; but to prevent

thofe who had it in their pollellion from murmur-
ing at this diminution of their Ihare, the commo-
dore added, that as an encouragement to others

yoL. in. U
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who might hereafter be employed in the like

fervices, he would give his in tire fhare to be dif-

tributed amongft thofe who had been detached for

the attack of the place.

Thus was this troublefome affair determined

to the general fatista<5lion of the Ihip's company,

except of a few, who were incapable of difcerning

the force of equity, or were too avaricious to be

willing to part with any Ihare of what they had

once got into their pofleffion. The next morning
they obferved the Gloucefter with a fmall vefTel"

in tow, and learned from Captain Mitchel, that

in the whole time of his cruize, he had taken only

two prizes, one of which was a fmall fnow, whofe

cargo conlifted of wine, brandy, and olives in jars,

with about 7000I. in fpecie, and the other a launch

or large boat which the Gloucefter's barge came
up with near Ihore, the prifoners on board of

which had alleged, that they were very poor,

and that their lading only confifted of cotton ; but

the circumftance in which the barge furprifed them
Teemed to prove their being more wealthy than
they pretended ; for the Gloucefter's people found
them at dinner upon pigeon-pye, ferved up in

iilver diihes. However, the officer who commanded
the barge on his opening feveral of the jars on
board and finding nothing in them but cotton,

was ready to believe the account given him by
the prifoners, but the cargo being taken on board

the Gloucefter, all were agreeably furprized to

find, that the whole was a very extraordinary

package, and that in every jar there was concealed

amongft the cotton, a confiderable quantity of

double doubloons and dollars, to the amount in

the whole of near 2o,oool. This treafure was
going to Payta, and belonged to the merchants,

who were the proprietors of the greateft part of

the money taken at that town. Captain Mitchel had
alfo been in light of two or three other of the
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enemy^s Ihips which had efcaped him ; one of

which, there wasreafon to believe, wasof immenfe
value.

The fquadron being now joined by the Glou-

cefter and her prize, it was refolved to fteeras foon

as pollible to the fouthern parts of California, or

to the adjacent coaft of Mexico, in order to cruize

for the Manilla galleon, which was known to be at

fea, bound to the port of Acapulco, and as they

were now in the middle of November, and that

(liip did not ufually arrive till the middle of Ja-

nuary, they did not doubt of getting on that Ita-

tion time enough to intercept her, notwithftand-

ing they found it necelFary to take in a freflifupply

of water at the ifland of Quibo, fituated at the

mouth of the bay of Panama, and being now eight

fail in company, continued failing to the north-

ward ; but on their arriving at Cape Blanco in 4''.

15'. fouth latitude, it was found that the Solidad

was far from anfwering the chara6ter given her

of being a prime failer, and Ihe and the Santa

Terefa delaying the fquadron, the commodore or-

dered them both to be cleared of every thing that

might be of ufe to the reft of the Ihips, and then to

be burned, and having given proper inftru<!ri:ions

to the Gloucefter, and the other prizes, the Cen-

jturion proceeded in her courfe for Quibo.

On the 2 2d in the morning they came in light

of the ifland of Plata ; at three in the afternoon

they were within three miles of point Manta, and
there being a town of the fame name in the neigh-

bourhood, Capt. Mitchel took that opportunity of

fending away feveral of his prifoners from the

Gloucefter in the Spanifh launch. The boats were
now daily employed in diftributing provifions on
board the prizes, to complete their ftock for fix

months. One of the Manilla fliips being faid to

be of an immenfe fize, the carpenters were or-

dered to fix eight ftocks in the main and foretops
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of the Centurion, which were properly fitted for

the mounting of fwivel guns, in order that (lie

might be the better prepared to give her a warm
reception.

On the 22d they palTed the equino6lial, when
flanding towards the illhmus, they had not only

an extraordinary alteration of the climate, but

frequent calms and heavy rains, which foon made
it necelTary to caulk the decks and fides of the

Centurion, to prevent the rain from running into

her.

On the 3d of December in the evening they caft

anchor at the ifland of Quibo, which they found to

be extremely convenient for wooding and water-

ing, lince the trees grow clofe to the high- water

mark, and a large rapid ftream of frelh water runs

over the fandy beach into the fea, fo that they were

little more than two days in laying in all the wood
and water they wanted.

The whole ifland, except one part of it, is of a

very moderate height, and its furface is covered

"with a continual wood, that preferves its verdure

all the year. Among the other trees they found
abundance of callia, but notwithftanding the cli-

mate and Ihelter afforded for birds they faw no
other but mackaws, parrots and parroquets, but

of the former there were prodigious flights. The
animals of which there were moft plenty, were

monkeys and guanoes, which they frequently kil-

led for food, but though they difcovered many
herds of deer, yet the difficulty of penetrating the

woods prevented their coming near them, fo that

they killed but two during their ftay. Their pri-

soners informed them that the ifland abounded
•with tygers, but they never faw any of them, and
alfo that there was frequently found in the woods
a moft mifchievous ferpent, called the flying fnake,

which darted itfelf from the boughs of trees, on

either man or beaft that came within its reach, and
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its fling was believed to produce inevitable death.

The Tea about the illand is intefted with a great

number of alligators of an extraordinary Iize, and
the people oft&ii cbferved a large kind of flat filh,

jumping a confiderable height out of the water,

which they fuppofed to be the filli that is faid fre-

quently to deltroy the pearl divers, by clafping

them in its fins, as they rife from the bottom, and
they were told that the divers now always arm
themfelves with a (harp knife, with which, when
they are entangled, they difengage themfelves

from the fifli's embraces by fticking it into its

belly.

While the fliip lay at anchor, the commodore
went in a boat^ attended by fome of his officers to

examine a bay which lay to the northward, and
afterwards ranged along the eaftern iide of the
ifland. Wherever they landed in the courfe of
this expedition, they generally found great plenty
of excellent water, and a very rich foil. On the
north-eaft point of the illand they difcovered a na-

tural cafcade^ which feemed to furpafs every thing
of this kind that had ever been produced by human
art or induftry. It was a river of tranfparent water
about forty yards wide, which rolled down a de-
clivity of near 150 in length, the channel down
which it flowed was entirely compofed of rock,

both its fides and bottom being made up of large

detached blocks, by which the courfe oP the water
was frequently interrupted; for in fome parts it

ran Hoping with a rapid but uniform motion, while
in others it rolled over the ledges of rocks and fell

with a perpendicular defcent. All the neighbour-
hood of this ftream was a fine wood, and even the
huge maffes of rock which over-hung the water,
and by their various proje6tions formed the in-

equalities of the channel, was covered with lohy
foreft trees. While the comnjodore, with tholb

who accompanied hinij were atLentively remarking
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the different blendingsof the water, the rocks and
the woods, there appeared, as if to heighten the

beauty of the profpe6t, a prodigious Hight of

mackaws, which hovering over thisXpot, and often

wheeling and playing on the wing about it, af-

forded a moft brilliant appearance, by the glit-

tering of the fun on their variegated plumage.

In this expedition they difcovered no inhabi-

tants, but faw many huts upon the fliore, and
great heaps of fhells of fine mother of pearl in

diiferent places, that were left by the pearl fiih-

ers from Panama, who often frequent this place in

the fummer feafon ; for the pdarl oy tiers, which
are every where to be found in the bay of Panama,
are fo numerous at Quibo, that by advancing
a very little way into the fea, a perfon may ftoop

down and reach them from the bottom. They are

iifually very large, and fome of the officers opened
them out of curiolity, in order to tafte them, but
found them very tough and unpalatable. Thofe
oyfters that produce the moft and the largeft pearls

are found at a confiderable depth, for though what
are taken by wading near the fhore are off the

fame fpecies, yet the pearls contained in them are

few in number and very fmall. It is alfo faid

that the pearl partakes, in fome degree, of the

quality of the bottom on which the oyfter is lodg-

ed ; fo that if there be a muddy "bottom, it renders

the pearl dark and difcoloured.

The bufinefs of taking up oyfters from great

depths for the fake of their pearls, is performed by
negroe flaves of which the inhabitants of Panama
and the neighbouring coaft formerly kept great

numbers. Thefe are laid not to be efteemed com-
plete divers, till they have learned to protradt

their ftay fo long under the water, that the blood

gulhes out at their mouth, nofe, and ears ; but
when this has once happened, it is faid they dive

for the future with much greater eafe than before.
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They have no apprehenfion that any ill confequence

can attend this violence offered to nature, fince

• the bleeding generally ftops of itfelf, and there

is no danger of their ever being fubje6l to it a

fecond time.

Though the pearl oyfter was unfit for food, yet

that difappointnient was fufficiently recompenfed

by the turtle which the ka furniflies at thisiHand

in the greateft plenty and perfe6tion. There are

ufually reckoned four fpecies of turtle, the log-

gerhead, the trunk-turtle, the haukibiil, and the

green turtle. The two firft are rank and unwhole-
ibme ; the haukfbilh which produces the tortoife-

Ihell, is better than the other two, though but
indifferent food ; but the green turtle was gene-
rally efteemed by the officers and faiiors, as afford-

ing the moft delicious repaft, and they had the
moft convincing proofs of its being wholefome,
from their feeding upon it near four months with-

out feeling any ill effects from this new food. At
this illand they caught as many as they pleafed,

without the leaft difficulty ; for as they are an am-
phibious animal, they go on ihore to lay their

eggs, which they ufually depolit in a large hole
in the land, juft above high water mark, and after

having covered them, leave them to be hatched by
the heat of the fun ; they therefore ordered feve-

ral men to goupon the beach, who had nothing
more to do than to turn them upon their backs,
which prevented the turtle from getting away, after

which they brought them off at leifure; by this

means they were plentifully fupplied while they
ftaid on the ifland, and carried a number of them
tofea, which was almoft a conftant fupply for the
whole crew of frefh and palatable provifions ; for
they generally weighed about 200 pounds weight
each ; thofe they took with them lafted till they
had a freih fupply on the coaff of Mexico, where
they often faw great numbers of them in the heat
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of the day faft aileep, and floating on the furface

of the water. Upon difcoveringthem, they gene-
rally fent out a boat, in which was an expert diver,

v-ho, when the boat came within a few yards of the

turtle plunged into the water, and arifing clofe by
the tail, feized the lliell, and preffing down the

hinder parts, awakened the turtle, who ftriking

with its feet, (upported by that motion both itfelf

and the di.ver, till the boat came and took them
both in. By which management they never want-

ed turtle for the fucceeding four months in which
they continued at fa, yet in feven months from
their leaving Juan Fernandez to their anchoring in

the harbour ol Chequetan, they buried no more in

the whole fquadron than two men, which is an un-

doubted proof that the turtle, on which they fed

for the laft four months of that time, is at leaft an
innocent, if not a falutary food.

It is very remarkable, that notwithftanding the

fcarcity of other provifions, on fome part of ths

coaft of the South Sea, a kind of food fo very pala-

table, falubrious and plentiful as the turtle, fhould

be efteemed by the Spaniards as very unwholefome,

and to be little iefs than poifonous. They had

fome Indian and negroe flaves on board, whom
they kept to allift in navigating the fhips, and
thefe being polleired of the prejudices of the coun-

try they came from, were aftoniihed to fee them
feed on turtle, being fully perfuaded that it would

prove mortal ; but hnding that none of them died,

nor were the leaft difordered by continuing this

diet, they ventured to tafte it, and at laft, with

great reludance, eat it, though very fparingly,

but the relifli improving upon them by degrees,

they at laft grew fo fond of it, as to prefer it to every

other kind of food, and often congratulated each

other on the luxurious repafts it would always be

in their power to procure, when they lliould re-

turn back to their own country.
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Having left the illand on the 9th of December
in the morning, after having ftaid there only three

days, they again put to fea in order to look for the

GloLicefter, who had feparated from them on their

firft arrival, and the next day difcovered a fmall

fail, to which they gave chace, and coming up
with her took her. She was a bark from Panama,
named the Jefu Nazareno, and had notliing on
board but a ton of rock falt^ fome oakum, and
between thirty and forty pounds in fpecie. On
the 12th of December they came up with the

Giouceiler, who hadfprung her fore-top-maft, and
having fcuttled and funk the Jefu Nazareno, the

commodore delivered frefh inilruclions to the cap-

tains of the men of war and commanders of the

prizes, appointing the rendezvoufes they were to

make, and the courfes they were to {leer in cafe of

a feparation, in which they were direfted to ufe all

poffible difpatch in getting to the northward of the

harbour of Acapulco. Thefe orders being diftri-

buted to the Hiips, they had little doubt of foon ar-

riving at their intended ftation, as they intended to

fall in with the regular trade wind ; but to their

great vexation, they were baffled for near a month,
by tempeftuous weather, dead calms, and heavy
rains, and at length began to defpair of fucceeding

in the great purpofe they had in view, that of in-

tercepting the Manilla galleon, which produced a

general deje6lion ; but at length their defpondency
was fomewhat alleviated by a favourable change of

the wind, upon which the Centurion took the Car-

melo in tow, as the Gloucefter did the Carmin, and
this wind, which blew from the north-eaft, the

next day continued lb brills and fteady, that they
had no doubt of its being the true trade wind.

This revived their hopes, for though the ufual

time of the galleon's arrival at Acapulco was al-

ready elapfed, ti^icy v.ere fo unrealbnable as to

VOL. III. X ^
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flatter themfelves that fome accidental delay might

have lengthened her paflTage.

On the 26th of January, being to the north-

ward of Acapulco, they tacked and ftood to the

eaftward, with a view of making the land, which

they expe6ted to fall in with on the 28th ; but

though the weather was then perfe^Jy clear, they

could not difcern it. About ten at night the Cen-

turion difcovered a light on the larboard bow, and

the Tryal's Prize, who was about a mile a-head,

made a fignal for feeing a fail. As nobody on

board doubted but what they faw was a lliip's light,

they were all animated with a firm perfualion that

it was the Manilla galleon ; and what added to

their alacrity, was their expe6tatioH of meeting

"with two of them inftead of one ; for they took it

for granted, that the light in view was carried on

the top of one fliip, for a dire6i:ion to her confort.

The Centurion therefore call off the Carmelo, and

piefTed forward with all her canvafs, making a

fignal for the Gloucefter to do the fame, and thus

they chafed the light, under the expe6lation of en-

gaging within half an hour. Sometimes imagin-

ing the chace to be about a mile diflant, and at

others, within reach of their guns ; for fome on

board pofitively afferted,- that they could plainly

difcern her fails. The commodore himfelf was fo

fully perfuaded that he fliould foon come up with

her, that he fent for his firft lieutenant, who com-

manded between decks, and ordered him to fee all

the great guns loaded with two round (hot for the

firft broadfide, and after that with one-round fhot

and one grape, and ftri6fly charged him not to

fufFer a gun to be fired till he Ihould give orders,

which he told the lieutenant would not be till they

arrived within piftol-fliot of the enemy. In this

conftant and eager expe^ation they continued all

night, conftantly prefuming that another quarter
O
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of an hour would bring them up with the Manilla

fhip, whofe wealth, and that of her fuppofed con-

fort, they now eftinjated by round millions ; but,

alas! at day-break they difcovered, to their great

difappointment, that all this buftle and expedta-

tion was occafioned by a fire upon a mountain,

which continued burning for feveral days after-

wards, and was probably no more than a tra6l of

ftubble or heath fet on fire, for the purpofe of

vegetation.

On the 1 2th of February the commodore dif-

patched the barge in fearch of the harbour of

Acapulco, and to difcover whether the galleon

was arrived, which returned on the 19th, when the

officers informed the commodore, that they had
difcovered the harbour, and that having got within

the ifland that lies at the mouth of it, they were

in great fufpenfe whiat to do ; but while they were

ignorant of their being in the very place they

fought for, they difcerned a fmall light near the

furface of the water, on which plying their paddles,

and moving towards it as filently as poilible, they

foimd it to bea filhing canoe, wliich they furprifed

with three negroes who belonged to it, and who
at firft attempted to jump overboard, but they

were prevented by prefenting a piece at-them, on
which they fubmitted, and were taken into the

barge ; the canoe was turned adrift againft the face

of a rock, where it would inevitably be dalhed to

pieces by the fury of the fea, which was done to

deceive thofe who might perhaps be fent in fearch

of the canoe, who, on feeing only its remains,

would immediately conclude that the people on
board had been drowned.
The commodore having now thcfe three negroes

in his poffeffion, was foon fatisfied about the moil

material points on which he had been long in fuf-

pence. They told him, that the galleon arrived

at Acapulcp on the ^h of January, old ftile, but
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revived his hopes by adding, that (he had delivered

her cargo, and was taking in water and provi lions

in order to return, and tiiat the viceroy of Mexico
had by proclamation fixed her departure from Aca-
pulco on the 14th of March, new ftile. This laft

news gave great joy to the officers and Hiilors,

who had no doubt of her falling into their hands,

and it would be of much greater advantage to feize

heron her return, than it would have been to have

taken her before her arrival, as the fpecie for which
Ihe had fold her cargo, and which Ihe would now
have on board, would be much more valuable than

the cargo itfelf, great part of which would be of

no ufe to the^nglifh.

Being now fatisfied that the day was fixed for

the departure of the galleon from Acapulco, they

waited with the utmoft impatience for that import-

ant moment. As they received this intelligence

by the return of the barge on the 19th of Fe-

bruary, and as the galleon was not to fail till the

3d of March, the commodore, in order to pre-

vent his being feen from the iliore, refolved to

continue thegreateft part of the intermediate time,

on his prefentftation to the weftward of Acapulco,

and during this interval the failors were employed
in fcrubbing and cleanfing the Ihips bottoms, and

in bringing them into the moft advantageous
trim.

On the 3d of March, the time for the departure

of the galleon drawing nigh, the commodore had
all the (hips ranged in a circular line, each fliip

being three leagues diftant from (he next, fo that

the Carmelo and the Carmin, which were the

two extremes, were twelve leagues removed from
each other ; and as the galleon might doubtlefs be

difcerned at fix leagues diftant from either extremi-

ty, the whole fweep of the fquadron, within which
iiothing could pafs undifcovered, was twenty-four

leagues in extent, and yet thfty were fo connected
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by fignals, as to be eafily and fpeedily informed of

what was feen in any part of the line. To prevent

even the poffibility of the galleon's efcaping in the

night, the two cutters belonging to the Centurion

and Gloucefter were both manned and feut in Ihore,

and commanded to lie at four or iive leagues dif-

tance from the entrance of the port, where, upon
account of their fmallnefs, it wou.ld be impolhbie

to difcover them ; but in the night they were to

fland nearer to the harbour's mouth, and as the

morning approached, to return back to their

ftation for the day. V7hen the cutters fhould

difcern the Manilla fliip, one of them was to return

to the fquadron to make a fignal whither the gal-

leon ftood to the ea ftward or the weftward, while

the other was to follow the galleon at a di trance ;

and if it grew dark to dire6t the fquadron in their

chace by fhewing falfe fires.

In Ihort, having taken all poffible methods to

prevent the Manilla fliip from efcaping, they wait-

ed v^ith the utmoft impatience for the 3d of March ;

and that day no fooner began to dawn, than every
perfon on board had his eyes fixed towards Aca-
pulco, and neither the duties of the men on board,

nor the callsof hunger could eafdy divert ihcm from
itj but, to their extreme vexation, both that day
and the fucceeding night paffed over without any
news of the galleon. They, however, flattered

themfelves, that fome unforefeen accident had oc-

cafioned her departure to be deferred for a few
days ; which was not improbable, as it was ufual

for the viceroy to defer the time of her failing on
the petition of the merchants of Mexico. Thus
they kept up their hopes and vigilance ; and as

the 7th of March was the beginning of paflion

week, which is fo fi:ri6tly obferved by the Spaniards
that no fhip is permitted to ftir out of port, they
deferred their expectations till the week following,
vvhen their hope§ became as fanguine as ever ; but
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in a week's time their eagernefs greatly abated,

a general dejedlion and defpondency took place

in its room, and the people began to be perfuaded

that the enemy had difcovered their being on the

coaft. Indeed this opinion was but too juft ; for

they afterwards learned, that the barge had been
feen from the Ihore, when Ihe had been fent upon
the difcovery of the port of Acapulco; and as no
embarkations but canoes, ever frequented that

coaft, the Spaniards confidered it as a fufficient

proof that the Englifh fquadron was not far dif-

tant, and therefore flopped the galleons till the

fucceeding year.

The commodore now formed a plan for the

taking of Acapulco ; but the town was too well

defended to be taken by an open attack, and
therefore he propofed to fet fail in the evening,

time enough to arrive at the port in the night

;

and having boldly entered the harbour's mouth,
he intended to have put 200 men on ftiore in his

boats, who were immediately to attempt the fort,

while he with his Ihips were employed in firing

ii{X)n the town and the other batteries. But when
he began to inquire into fuch circumftances as

were neceffary to be confidered, in order to con-
duel the execution of this plan, he found it was
attended with infuperable difficulty, for nearer in

Ihore there was always a dead calm for the greateft

part of the night, and towards morning, when the

gales fprung up, it conftantly blew off the land,

which rendered his arrival at Acapulco before day-

light abfolutely impoflible.

However, as there was yet no certain intelli-

gence of their departure being deferred till the

next year, the commodore thought it prudent to

continue cruizing on his prefent ftation, as long
as the neceffary attention to his ftores of wood and
water, and to the proper feafon for his paiTage

to China, would give him leave. However, the
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cutters returning on the 24th of March, and all

the fhips being joined, the commodore made a

lignal to fpeak with their commanders, when
enquiry being made into the ftock of frefti water

remaining on board the fquadron, it was found
necelFary to quit the ftation in order to fecure a

frefli fupply, and the harbour of Seguataneio, or

Chequetan, being the neareft, it was refolved to

fail thither ; but left the galleon, on having certain

intelligence of their being at Chequetan, fhould

flip out to fea, the Centurion's cutter, under the

command of Mr. Hughes, the lieutenant of the

Tryal's Prize, was ordered to cruize twenty-four

days off the port of Acapuico, that if the galleon

fliould fail in that interval they might be fpeedily

informed of it.

The fquadron now plied to the weft to gain their

intended port, but being often interrupted by
ftorms and adverfe currents, the men were em-
ployed in thefe intervals in taking the moft valu-

able part of the cargoes out of the Carmelo and
Carmin prizes, which the commodore refolved to

deftroy as foon as they were cleared. On the ift

of April they were advanced fo far towards Segua-
taneio, that the commodore thought proper to

fend out two boats to difcover the watering-place,

when they being gone fome days, their water was
fo fhort, that had they not met with a daily fupply
of turtle, which prevented their being confined
to fait provifions, they muft have fuffered ex-

tremely in fo warm a climate; but their uneafinefs

was happily ended by the boats returning on the

5th of April, when they had not ten days water
on board ; the whole fquadron having, about ih\/cn

miles to the weft of the rocks of Seguataneio, met
with a place fit for their purpofe, which appeared
to be the port of Chequetan, and thefe boats be-

ing fent out again the next day to found the har-

bour and its entrance, returned with the report
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that it was free from danger, on which the fqua-*

dron immediately ftood for it, and the Centurion

and Glouceiler caft anchor there the fame evening.

The port of Chequetan is a place of conliderabie

confequence, fioce it is the only fecure harbour,

except Acapulco, in avail extent of coaft. It lies

in 17^'. 36'. north latitude, and is about thirty

leagues to the vveftward of Acapulco, from which
la It town there is a bank of fand, which extends

eighteen leagues la the weftward, againft which the

fea breaks fo violently, that it is impoiiible to land

in any part of it with boats, yet the ground is fo

clean, that in the fair feafon, fliips may anchor

at the diitance of a mile or two from the (hore. The
land which joins to this beach is generally low,

planted with a great number of trees, and full

of villages, and on the top of feveral fmall emi-. 1

nences there are feveral watch-towers. The part* |

which is cultivated extends fome leagues back into •'

the country, where it feems to be bounded by
a chain of mountains, which on either lide of Aca-
pulco Itretch to a conliderabie diftance, and, indeed,

the whole face of the country affords a very agree-

able profpect ; but it is remarkable that in all this

extent, which appears the moil populous and bed
planted of the whole coaft, there are to be feen

neither boats nor canoes either for coailing, fifn-

ing, or ibr pleafure ; which is probably occafioned

by all kinds oF Imall craft being prohibited by the

government to prevent fmuggiing. There is no
other method of finding this harbour at a confider-

able diitance from the coail, than that of making
it by the latitude, for there are fo many ranges

of mountains within land, riling one upon the back

of the other, that no drawings of the appearance

of the coaft can be in the leail depended upon
v/hen off at fea, for every trifling change of dii-

tance, or variation of pofition, brings new moun-
tains in view, and produces different profpe6ls.
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As the country appeared to be fo well peopled

and cultivated, the commodore was in hopes of

eafily procuring fome frefh provifions and other re-

frefhments, and therefore the morning after he

came to an anchor, ordered a party of forty men
well armed, to march into the country to difcover

fome town or village, and to fettle a correfpond-

ence with the inhabitants ; for it was not doubted,

that if this intercourfe was but once begun, he
fliould allure them to bring whatever fruits or

frelh provifions were in their power. Thefe mea
were direfted to behave with the greateft circum-

fpeition, and to (hew as little appearance of any
thing like hoftility as poilible. But this attempt
to open an amicable traffic with the inhabitants,

proved ineffectual ; for towards the evening, this

party returned greatly fatigued, by their unufual

exercife, and fome of them fo far fpent, that they
had fainted on the road, and were obliged to be
brought back upon the fhoulders of their compa-
nions. When they had proceeded near five miles

from the harbour, the road divided between the
mountains into two branches, one of which turned
to the eaft, and the other to the weft, when agree-

ing to continue their march along the eaftern road,

it led them into a large plain, on one fide of which
they difcovered a centinel on horfeback, with a
piftol in his hand. When they firft law him, they
fuppofed he was afleep, for his horfe ftarted at the
glittering of their arms, and fuddenly turning
round, ran off with his mafter, who though he
was very near being unhorfed, recovered his feat,

and efcaped with only the lofs of his hat and his

piftol, which he dropped on the ground. The
party purfued him in hopes of difcovering the vil-

lage, or habitation to which he ftiould retreat;

but after fatiguing themfelves in vain, foon loft

fight of him.

VOL. III. Y
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Being unwilling to return without making fome

difcovery, they followed the track they were in,

till the heat of the day increafing, and finding no
water to quench their thirft, they refolved to re-

turn back: however, that no means might be left

untried of procuring fome intercourfe with the

people, the ofhcers ftuck up feveral poles in the

road, to which were affixed declarations, written

in Spanilh, in order to encourage the inhabitants

to come to the harbour to traffic with the fquadron,

and filled with the ftrongeft alfurances of a kind

reception, and faithful payment for all the provi-'

fions they brought. But this meafure, however
prudent, was ineffectual, for none of the people

came down to the (hips during their continuance

at the port of Chequetan.

Upon this occafion, it is proper to obferve, in

order to give fome idea of the timidity of the inha-

bitants of this country, that fome time after the

commodore's arrival at Chequetan, he fent lieute-

nant Brett, with two boats under his command, to

examine the coaft to theeailward, and particularly

to make obfervations on the bay and v;atering-

place of Petaplan. Mr. Brett was preparing to

land with one of the boats towards the hill of Pe-

taplan, when accidentally calling his eyes acrofs

the bay, he obferved on the oppofite firand three

fmall fquadrons of horfe, which feemed to advance

towards the place where he propofed to land.

Upon which, though he had but fixteen men with

him, he boldly put off the boat, and flood over

the bay, in order to face them, and was foon near

enough to perceive that they were mounted on
good horfes, and armed with carbines and lances.

On feeing him thus advance, they formed upon
the beach, fired feveral diftant (hot at him as he

drew near, and feemed determined to difpute his

landing, till at laft the boat coming within a rea-

fonable dillance from the moll advanced fquadron^
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Mr. Brett ordered his men to fire, when this refo-

lute cavalry immediately fled with great confafion,

through a fmall opening in the wood. In this

hally flight, one of their horfes falling down,
threw his rider, but both the man and horfe were
foon up again, and followed the reft. The two
other fquadrons were in the mean time calm
]rpe6lators of the rout of their comrades, for having

halted on Mr, Brett's firft approach, they conti-

nued drawn up at a great diiUnce behind, out of

the reach of the fliot. Had thefe men concealed

themfelves till the boat's crew were landed, it is

fcarcely pollible but they muft all have fallen into

their hands, as the Spaniards amounted to near

300, and the whole number with Mr. Brett w^as

only fix teen.

The commodore finding his attempt to prevail

f)n the people to furnil'h the fquadron with necef-

faries unfuccefsful, defifted from any other endea-

vours of that kind, and the people were contented
with what they could procure for themfelves in the

neighbourhood of the port, where they caught
breams, cavallies, foals, mullets, fiddle-fifli, fea-

eggs, and lobfters, and in this place alone they met
with that remarkable iifh called the torpedo, which
is a flat filh, like a thorn-back, and fo nearly re-

fembles the fiddle-fifli, that it can be only diftin-

guiflied frqm it by a brown circular fpot, of the
lize of a crown piece near the centre of its back.

The torpedo produces very furprifmg efle6ls on
the human frame, for whoever handles or even fets

his foot upon it, is immediately feized with a numb-
liefs over his whole body, but more particularly in

that limb which is in immediate contact with it.

Mr. Walter obferves, that he himfelf had a confi-

derable degree of numbnefs conveyed to his right

arm, by touching it for a fhort time with a walk-
ing cane, and he makes no doubt but that he
Ihould have been much more fenlibly affected, hae|
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not the fifh been almoft at the point of death when
he made the experiment ; fince it is obfervable,

that this influence a6ts with moft vigour upon the

fifh's being firft taken out of the water, and en-

tirely ceafes as foon as it is dead, when it may be

handled, or even eaten without the leaft inconve-

nience. The numbnefs of Mr. Walter's arm, upon
this occafion, diminifhed gradually, fo that he had
Ibme remains of it till the next day.

The principal animals they met with on fhore

were guanoes, with which the country abounds,
and by fome are reckoned delicious food. They
faw no other beafts of prey but alligators, none of

which were very large. They were however con-

vinced that there were many tygers in the woods,
though none of them came in fight, for every
morning the prints of their feet were very vifible

on the beach near the watering-place, but they ap-

prehended no danger from them, fince they are not
near fo fierce as the African or Afiatic tygers, and
are feldom ifever known to attack mankind. They
had plenty of birds, and particularly pheafants of

various kinds, fome of which were remarkably
large, but they were all dry and tafl:elefs food.

They frequently killed parrots for food, and faW
a great variety of fmall birds.

They found great fcarcity of fruits ancj vegeta-

ble refrelhments, and thefe were not of the befi:

kinds. It is true there were a few bufhes fcattered

about the woods which fupplied the fquadron with

limes, but the men could fcareely procure enough
for their prefent ufe. There was alfo a fmall plum
of an agreeable acid, which in Jamaica is called

the hog-plum, and another fruit called a papah,

and thefe were the only fruits to be found in the

woods ; nor was there any other vegetable worth
notice, except brook-lime, which grows near the

frelh-water banks in great quantities, though it

was extremely bitter and unpalatable, yet as it
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wasefteemed an antifcorbutic, they frequently fed

upon it.

During their Hay at this place, an incident

happened, which proved the means of convincing

their friends in England of their fafety. From
the harbour of Chequetan there was but one nar-

row path, which led through the woods into the

country, and was the only avenue by which the

Spaniards could approach them, ar,d therefore to

prevent their being difturbed by any fudden attack

of the enemy s horfe, and to hinder the people

from ftraggling fingly into the country, where
they might be furprized by the Spaniards, the

commodore caufed feveral large trees to be felled,

and laid one upon another acrofs the path, at fome
diftance beyond thefpring-head ; and at this barri-

cadoe, they conftantly kept a guard, which had
orders to let no perlbn whatfoever pafs beyond
their poft. But notwithftanding the precaution,

Lewis Leger, the commodore's cook, was mifling,

and he being a Frenchman, and under the fufpicion

of being a papift, it was at firft concluded that

he had deferted, with a view of betraying all he
knew to the enemy, though by the event, this was
found to be an ill-grounded furmife ; for he had
been taken by fome Indians, who had carried him
prifoner to Acapulco, whence he was fent to Mexi-
co, and thence to Vera Cruz, where he was put on
board a veflel bound for Old Spain. But this vefTel

being by fome accident obliged to put into Lifbon,
Leger efcaped on (bore, and was fent from thence
by theBritilh conful to England, where he brought
the firft authentic account of the commodore's
fafety and of his principal tranfadlions in the South-
Sea.

The account he gave of his feizure was, that
he had rambled into the woods at fome diftance

from the barricadoe, where he had at firft attempt-
ed to pafs, but had been Hopped, and threatened
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to be puniflied. That his principal view was to

gather a quantity of limes for his mailer's ftore ;

but while he was thus employed, he was fuddenly
lurprized by four Indians who ftripped him naked,
and in that condition condu6ted him to Acapulco,
wheWe he was expofed to the fcorching heat of the

fun, which then fhone with its greateft violence
;

that his treatment in prifon at Mexico was very

fevere, and that all the time of his captivity, the

Spaniards gave him a continual proof of the hatred
they bear to all who endeavour to difturb them on
the coafts of the South -Sea.

It muft here be obferved, that though the enemy
never appeared in view, while the fquadron lay

at anchor in the harbour, yet thofe on board could
eafily perceive that large parties of them were en-
camped in the woods : for they could fee their

fmokes ; and juft before they left the place, they
feemed by the increafe of their fires, to have had a

large reinforcement.

They here completed the unloading of the Car-
melo and Carmin, out of which they only took
the indigo, cocoa, and cochineal, with fome iron

for ballalt, though they did not amount to a tenth

of their cargoes, and the unloading of thefe prizes,

together with the wooding and watering being

completed, the Tryal's Prize, with the Carmelo
and Carmin were towed on fliore, and fcuttled on
the 27th of April, and a quantity of combuftible

materials was dillributed in their upper works :

the next morning the Centurion and Gloucefter

weighed anchor, when having reached the offing,

one of the boats was difpatched back to fet fire to

the prizes, which was accordingly executed.

This being done a canoe was left fixed to a

grapnel in the midft of the harbour, in which was
a bottle well corked, containing a letter to Mr.
Hughes, who commanded the cutter, which had

been ordered to cruize before the port of Acapulco
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when the fquadron quitted that llation. This

letter directed Mr, Hughes to return to his former

ftation, where he would find Mr. Anfon, who re-

folved to cruize lor him there a certain number of

days, after which it was added, that the commo-
dore would return to the fouthward to join the reft

of the fquadron. Thefe laft words were inferted

to deceive the Spaniards in cafe they got the canoe

in their poliellion, as they afterwards learned that

they did, but could not impofe on Mr. Hughes,
who wasfenfible that the commodore had no other

fquadron to join, nor the leaft intention officering

back to Peru.

As they had now no farther views in the Ame-
rican feas, it was no (mail mortification to them to

be detained by the abfence of the cutter, the time

of whofe return was now confiderably elapfed, and
this made it necelfary for them to fail towards
Acapulco in fearch of her, and, indeed, it was
fufpe6ted that flie had been difcovercd from the

fhore, and that the governor of Acapulco had feni

out a fuincient force to feize her, which was no
very difficult enterprize, as flie carried but fix

hands. This however, being only conjecture,

the commodore flood along the coaft to the eafl:-

ward in fearch of her, and to prevent her palling by
in the dark brought-to every night. The Glou-
cefter, who was ftationed a league nearer the Ihore

than the Centurion, carried a light, which if the
cutter kept along fliore, flie would not fail of per-

ceiving it, and as a further fecurity, both the
Centurion and Gloucefler alternately iliewed two
falfe fires every half hour.

Being at length advanced within three leagues
of Acapulco, without feeing the cutter, they gave
her over for loft, which befides their compaffion
for their fliip-mates on account of what they might
have fufFered, was a misfortune which greatly

concerned them on account of their Icarcity of
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hands, iince the cutter's crew confifted of fix men
and a lieutenant, who were picked out for the

fervice, and were fkillful feamen, and every one
of them of tried refolution. However as it was
generally believed that they were taken and carri-

ed into Acapulco, the commodore as he had many
Spanifh and Indian prifoners and fick negroes in

his poflTellion, wrote a letter the fame day to the

governor of that town to inform him, that he
would releafe them all, provided the governor
would only return the cutter's crew. This letter

was carried by a Spanifh officer, who was furniihed

with a launch belonging to one of the prizes^ and
a crew of fix other prifoners, who gave their parole

for their return. The Spanifh officer alfo carried

with him a petition figned by all the other prifon-

ers, befeeching the governor to comply with the

terms propofed for their liberty.

From the number of the prifoners, and the qua-

lity of fbme of them, it was not doubted that the

governor would readily agree to Mr. Anfon's pro-

pofal ; and therefore they kept near the land in

order to receive an anfwer at the limited time, but
both on that day and the day following, they were
driven fo far out to fea that they could not expe6l

any anfwer to reach them, and the fourth day after

the propofal was fent, they were fourteen leagues

from the harbour of Acapulco, but the wind being

favourable they prefled forward with all their fail,

and hoped to get within the land that afternoon.

While they where thus Handing, the fentinel

from the maft-head called out that he faw a boat

under fail at a confiderable difl:ance to the fouth-

eafi:. This they did not doubt contained the go-

vernor's anfwer to the commodore's meiTage, and
infi:ant}y edged towards her; but on their nearer

approach they found, to their unfpeakable joy,

that it was their own cutter. While at a diftance

they imagined that Ihe had been difcharged by the
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governor out of the port of Acapulco, but when
Ihe drew nearer, the pale and meagre countenances

of the crew, the length of their beards, and the

feeble tone of their voices convinced every one
that they had endured much greater hardfhips

than they could have fufFered, even from the fe-

verities of a Spanilh prifon. They were obliged

to be helped into the Ihip, and to be inftantly

put to bed, but by the reft and nourilhing diet

with which they were plentifully fupplied from the

commodore's table, they recovered their health

and vigour.

Thefe poor men had kept the fea the whole time
of their abfence, which was above fix weeks. When
they had finiflied their cruize before Acapulco,
they began to ply to the weftward in order to join

the fquadron, but a ftrong adverfe current forced

them down the coaft to the eaftward, and at length
their water being all expended, they were obliged

to fearch the coaft farther to the eaftward in queft

of a convenient landing-place, in order to get a
frefli fupply. But in this diftrefs they ran upwards
of eighty leagues to the leeward, but every where
found fo large a fiirf that there was not the leaft

poffibility of their landing. Some days they paf-

fed in this dreadful fituation, during which they
had no other pieans of allaying their thirft, than
catching turtle, and fucking their blood, till at

laft the heat of the climate rendering their fufFer-

ings infupportable, they abandoned themfelvies

to defpair, from the firm belief that they lliould

perilh by the moft terrible of all deathsj but in

this dreadful exigence. Providence fent them a
moft unexpefted relief, for there fell fo heavy a

rain, that on fpreading their fails horizontally,

and putting bullets in the centres of them, to

draw them to a point, they caught as much water
as filled all their callus, and immediately upon this

happy fupply, being favoured by a ftrong current,
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they flood to the weftward in quell of the commo-
dore, and joined the Centurion in lefs than fifty-fix

hours, after an abfence of forty -three days.

Mr. Anfon now refolved not to difappoint the

hopes of the prifoners ; but to reftore them to the

liberty he had promifed them, and therefore, they

were all immediately embarked in two launches

which had belonged to the prizes, and left the

wind (hould prove unfavourable, they were al-

lowed a ftock of water and provilions. Thofe
releafed were fifty-feven in number, the greateft

part of them being Spaniards, and the reft Indians

and lick negroes ; but as the crews were very weak,
Mr. Anfon kept the ftouteft of the negroes, a few
Indians, and the Mulattoes. They afterwards

learned that the two launches arrived fafe at Aca-
pulco, where all the prisoners extolled the huma-
nity with which they had been treated. But before

their arrival, the governor it feems had returned

an obliging anfwer to the commodore's letter, and
at the fame time fent out two boats laden with the

choiceft refrelliments and provifions that could be
procured at Acapulco : But the boats not finding

the Englilh Ihips were at length obliged to return,

after meeting with a ftorm, in which they were
forced to throw all their provifions overboard.

Their fending away the prifoners was the laft

tranfa6lion on the American coaft, for immediately
on their parting with them, the Centurion and
Gloucefter made fail to the fouth-weft with a view
of meeting with a north-eaft trade wind, which
the accounts of former writers had taught them
to expe6l at the diftance of 70 or 80 leagues from
the land, and on the 6th of May, they for the

laft time loft fight of the mountains of Mexico,
with the hopes of reaching the eaftermoft ifles of

Afia in two months. Notwithftanding all their

endeavours to come in with the trade winds by
getting into the latitude of thirteen or fourteen
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degrees north, where the Pacific Ocean is moft

iifually crofTed, all their efforts proved iinfuccefsful,

fo that it was feven weelcs from their leaving the

coaft till they got into the true trade wind. By
this time both fliips became extremely crazy, and

foon after a fpring was difcovered in the foremaft of

the Centurion, and no fooner was it fecured by the

carpenter's fifhing it, than the Gloucefter made a

fignal of diftrefs, and informed the commodore
that flie had fo dangerous a fpring in the main-maft,

that llie could not carry any fail upon it, and that

being exceffively rotten, it was found necelTary to

cut part of it away. Thefe accidents occafioning

delay, and the fcurvy beginning to make frelh

havock amongft the people, they began to be in

the greateft anxiety about their future fafety, and
to prefent before their eyes the melancholy pro-

fpeft either of dying with the fcurvy, or of perifh-

ing with the lliip for want of hands to navigate her.

They had indeed been willing to believe that in

this warm climate, fo different from that they had
felt in palling round Cape Horn, the violence of

this difeafe and its fatality might in fome degree be

mitigated. It had been generally prefumed that

fupplies of water and frefh provifions effe6tually

prevented this difteraper, and that keeping the

Ihips clean and airy between decks, were even

alone fufficient to prevent the fcurvy, or to miti-

gate its virulence. But though they had a confi-

derable (lock of frefli provifions aboard, which
were the hogs and fowls taken at Payta, though
they almoft daily caught abundance of dolphins,

albi cores, and bonitos, and the unfettled feafbii

that deprived them of the benefit of the trade wind
proved fo rainy, that they were enabled to fill

their water-cafks as faft as they emptied, and each

man had five pints of water conftantly allowed him
every dayj though frelh provifions werediftributed

amongft the lick, and the whole crew often fed
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upon filh, and though during the latter part of
the run they kept all their ports open, and took
uncommon pains in fweetening the Ihips, yet no-
thing could flop the progrefs or abate the malig-
nity of the dileafe.

At length, upon their reaching the trade wind,
which fettled between the north and eaft, itfeldom
blew with fuch ftrength but that the Centurion
might have carried all her fmall fails abroad with-
out the leaft danger, fo that Ilie might have run
down the longitude apace, but the Gloucefter by
lofing the beft part of her main-maft, failed fo very
heavily, that the Centurion loft little lefs than a
month by attending upon her, and at length being
entirely difabled by a ftorm, the commodore, after
haying her examined, fent an order to Captain
Mitchel to put his people on board the Centurionr
as expeditioufly as pofTible, which was immedi-
ately performed, and it was with thegreateft diffi-

culty that the prize-money, which the Gloucefter
had taken in the South-Sea, was fecured and fent
on board the Centurion ; but the prize-goods in
the Gloucefter, which amounted to feveral thou-
fand pounds value, were entirely loft, nor could
any more provifions be got out, than five cafks of
flour, three of which were fpoiled by the fait water.
"When this was performed, her crevv were fo greatly
reduced by the fcurvy, that Qie had only feventy-
feven men, eighteen boys, and two prifoners alive,
out of which number there were no more than fix-
teen men and eleven boys able to keep the deck,
and feveral of thefe were very ill. The Gloucefter
was cleared of every thing that was propofed to be
removed on the i^th of Auguft, and then fet on
fire; but ftie continued burning the whole night,
fo that though her guns fired fuccefiRvely as the
flames reached them, yet flie did not blow up till

fix in the morning, when the Centurion was about
four leagues diftant. The report Ihe made was but
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fmall, though the blaft produced a very black

pillar of fmoke, which Ihot up to a very confider-

able height in the air.

The Centurion being now freed from the delays

occafioned by the frequent difallers which hap-

pened to the GloLicefter, might have been expe<51ed

to have proceeded much brilker than fhe had hi-

therto done ; but the people on board that Ihip had

Hill greater diftreffes to ftruggle with ; for the

ftorm which had proved fo fatal to that veUel, had

driven them to the northward of their intended

courfe, and the current letting the fame way after

the weather had abated, had forced them a degree

or two farther, fo that they were near four degrees

to the north of the parallel they had propofed to

keep, in order to reach the ifland of Guam, and
as they were ignorant how near they were to the

meridian of the Ladrones, they apprehended that

they might be driven to the leeward of them by
the current without perceiving them. In which
cafe, the only land they could make, would be
fome of the eaftern parts of Alia^ where the weftern

monfoon, being in its full force, it would be im-
poffible for them to get in, and indeed they were
in fuch a languilhing condition, that they could
expe6t nothing but their being deftroyed by the
fcurvy long before they could complete fo ex ten five

a navigation. For now no day palled in which
they did not bury eight or ten, and fometimes
twelve of their men, and thofe who had Hill conti-

nued healthy began to ficken apace. To add to

their diftrefs, they had a very confiderable leak,

which, however, was at laft difcovered, and though
it was found impolfible to flop it, it was at length
reduced.

They had confidered the calm during which the
currents had driven them to the north, as a dread-
ful misfortune ; but a gale fpringing up from the

fouth-weft, rendered their condition ftiil worfe, as
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it was diredlly oppofite to the courfe they defired to

lleer. However, on the 2 2d of Auguft, they had
the ratista(?tion to find that the current was Ihifted

and fet them to the fouthward, and the next
morning at day-brealc, they were cheered with the
fight oi two iflands to the weft. As they had till

then been feized with an univerfal dejedlion, from
their almoft defpairing of ever again feeing land,

this difcovery raifed their drooping fpirits, and gave
them inexpreffible joy. The neareft of thefe iflands

was Anatacan, which appeared to be full fifteen

leagues diftance, and feemed to be high land, the
other was the ifland of Serigan, which had the ap-

}oearance of a rock. They were very impatient to

get in with the neareft ifland, where they hoped to

find anchoring ground, and refrefliment for their

ftck ; but the wind proving variable they advanced
but flowly. However, the next day at noon,
they were within four miles of Anatacan, when the

boat w as fent out to examine the anchoring ground,
and the produce of the place, but in the evening
when the boat returned, they were informed, that

there was no road for a (liip to anchor in; that

fome of the crew had with difficulty landed, and
found that the ground was every where covered
with a kind of wild cane or rufh; that they had
feen groves of cocoa-nut trees, but had met" with
no water. This account occafioned a general me-
lancholy, and their defpondency was increafed,

when as they were plying under their topfails, in

order to get nearer to the ifland with an intention

of fending the boat on Ihore to get cocoa-nuts for

the refrelhment of the lick, the wmd blew fo ftrong

offfliore, that they were driven too far to the fouth-

ward to venture to fend off their boat, and now
the only means of preferving them from perilhing

were their falling in with fome other of the Ladrone
iflands. But as their knowledge of them was ex-

tremely imperfeft, they were to truft entirely to

chance for their guidance.
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On the 26th of Auguft in the morning they loft

jfigbl: of the ifland of Anatacan, dreading that it

was'the laft land they Ihould ever fee ; but the

next morning they difcovered to the eaft ward three

other iilands, at between ten and fourteen leagues

diftance, which were the iflands of Saypan, Tinian,

and Aguigan, upon which they immediately fleer-

ed towards Tinian, the middlemoft of the three ;

but had luch a calm, that though they were allift-

ed by the currents, they were the next morning
advanced no nearer than within fix leagues of it.

They however kept on their courfe, and about ten

o'clock perceived a proa under fail between Tinian
and Aguigan. As this gave them reafon to believe

that thefe iflands were inhabited, and they well

knew that the Spaniards had always an armed
force at Guam, they muflered all their hands that

were capable of Handing to their arms, in order
to difguife their wretched circumftances, and the

more eafily to procure intelligence, fhewed Spanifli

colours, and hoifted a red flag at the fore-top-maft-

head, hoping by this means to make the Centurion
pafs for the Manilla galleon, and to decoy fome
of the inhabitants on board. At three in the
afternoon the commodore fent the cutter to find

out a proper birth for the fliip, and it was fooii

perceived that a proa taking the Centurion for the

Manilla fhip, put off from the ifland to meet the
cutter, and the cutter returning with the proa in

tow, the pinnace was inflantly fent to bring the
prifoners on board. Thofe taken were a Spaniard
and four Indians, and the Spaniard being immedi-
ately examined, his account of the ifland furpafTed

their moft fanguine hopes. He informed them
that it was uninhabited, which, confidering their

defencelefs condition, was of great confequence to
them, and yet that there were wanting but few of
the accommodations that might be procured in

the moft cultivated country. That there was
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plenty of good water, and an incredible number of

cattle, hogs, and poultry, running wild, azv; . i'i

of them excellent in their kind ; that the v^ouds

afforded great plenty of lemons, limes, iweet and
four oranges, and cocoa-nuts, beiidesa fruit pecu-

liar to thefe iilands, which ferved inftead of bread,

and that the Spaniards at Guam made ufe of the

illandas a ftorefor fupplying the garrifon, on which
account he was fent thither with two Indians to

jerk beef, which he was to carry to Guam in a

fmall bark that lay at anchor near the Ihore.

This account was received with inexpreffiblejoy,

and they were now near enough to perceive large

herds of cattle feeding in different parts of the

ifland, and the appearance of the Ihore would not
fuffer them to doubt of the reft of his narration.

The profpe6t of the country, inftead of refembling

a place uninhabited and without cultivation, feemed
to be laid out with great Ikill in fpacious lawns,

and ftately woods, and the whole fo artfully com-
bined, and fo judicioufly adapted to the Hopes of

the hills and the inequalities of the ground, as to

produce a moft ftriking effeft, and to do honour
to the invention of the contriver. Thus were they

providentially brought to this delightful ifland,

by means which they at firft light had confidered

as the greateft of misfortunes ; for had they not

been driven by thofe contrary winds and currents

which had filled them with the moft terrible appre-

henfions, to the northward of their courfe, they

would in all probability have miffed this fpot,

where alone all their wants could be fully relieved,

the lick recovered, and their enfeebled crew once
more refreflied, and enabled to purfue their voy-

age.

The commodore being now felicitous to hinder

the governor of Guam from obtaining intelligence

of his arrival, refolved to endeavour, if poilible,

to prevent the efcape of the Indians, and therefore
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difpatched the pinnace to fecure the bark, which

he was told was the only velTel at the iiland, and
about eight in the evening, they call anchor in

twenty-two fathom ; but though the weather wa*
almoft calm, and all the vigour and fpirit polFefiTed

by the crew were exerted on going to take pof-

feffion of this little terreftrial paradife, they were

fo weakened by the crews of the cutter and pin-

nace being fent on Ihore, that they were full liva

hours in furling the fails, and even including thofa

who were abfent with the boats, andfome Indians

and negroes, all the hands they could mufter,

capable of ftanding at a gun, were only feventy-

one, moft of whom were incapable of duty, except

on extraordinary occalions, and thefe were all that

could be colle<?i:ed from the united crews of the

Centurion, the Gloucefter, the Tryal and Anna
Fink, which confifted of abDut looo hands on
their departure from England.
As the commodore was not certain what oppofi-

tion might be made by the Indians on the iiland,

he fent a party well armed on Ihore the next morn-
ing to fecure the landing place, which was done
without the leaft ditBculty. For the Indians having
the night before perceived by the feizure of the

bark, that they were enemies, immediately fled

into the woods. This party found on Ihore many
huts, which faved the failors the trouble of ere^iing

tents, and one of thefe, which was ufed for a ftore-

houfe being twenty yards long and fifteen broad,

was inftantly cleared of fome jerked beef, convert-

ed into an hofpital, and^ as foon as it was ready,

the lick, who amounted to 128, were brought 011

lliore. Numbers of thefe were fo helplefs, that

the men were obliged to carry them from the boats

to the hofpital on their fhoulders, in which humane
employment the commodore again, and every one
of his officers witl'iout dirtin<5t[ons were engaged ;

VOL. III. A a
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but notwithftanding the extreme debility of the
greateft part of the lick, they in a furprifing manner
foon felt the falutary influence of the land ; for

though twenty-one men were buried on that and
the following days^ yet during the whole two
months in which they ftaid there, they did not
lofe above ten more. For the lick reaped fuch

benefit from the fruits of the ifland, and in parti-

cular thofe of the acid kind, that within a week
moll of them were fo recovered, as to be able to

move without affiftance.

The illand of Tinian lies in the latitude of 15°.
8'. north, and 114°. 50'. weft longitude from
Acapulco. It is about twelve miles in length,

and halt as much in breadth. The land rifes in

gentle Hopes from the beach to the middle of the

idand ; but its afcent is frequently interrupted by
valiies of an eafy dcfcent, many of which wind
irregularly through the country. Thefe valiies,

and the gradual fwellings of the ground to which
their different combinations gave rife, are beauti-

fully diverfified, by the mutual approach of woods
and lawns, which border upon each other, and
in large tracts traverfe the illand. The woods are

compofed of tall and fpreading trees, moft of which
are worthy of being admired, either for their fruit

or for their beauty. While the lawns are gene-

rally of a conliderable breadth, and covered with

a clean and uniform turf, compofed of a very

fine trefoil, intermixed with a variety of flowers.

In many places the woods are open, and free from
all bulhes and underwood. So that on the borders

of the lawns, neither fhrubs nor weeds are to be

feen, and the neatnefs of the adjacent turf is fre-

quently extended to a confiderable diftance under
the hollow iliade formed by the trees. Hence
arofe a great variety of the moft elegant and enter-

taining profpe^ts, according to the different blend-

ing of thefc woods and lawns, as they fpread
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themfelves through the vallies and along the

Hopes and declivities with which the place abounds.

The animals that enliven the landfkips in feme

meafure partake of the romantic caft of the ifland,

and are a great addition to the beauty of the prof-

pe6ts, for the cattle are all of them milk white,

except their ears, which are generaLy black or

brown, and it is not uncommon to fee Ibme hun-

dreds of thefe feeding together in a large meadow,
and though there are no inhabitants, yet the noife

and frequent appearance of domeftic poultry,

which in great numbers range the woods, greatly

contribute to the cheerfulnefs and beauty of the

place, by perpetually exciting the idea of the

neighbourhood of farms and villages.

The cattle at Tinian were computed to amount
to at leaft 10,000, and as they were not at all iliy,

the crew of the Centurion found no difficulty in

getting near them. They at firft brought them
down by fliooting them ; but afterwards, when
by accidents that will be hereafter mentioned,
they were obliged to hulband their ammunition,
the failors ealily ran them down. Their fiePn was
extremely well tailed, and was thought to be more
eafily digefted than any they had yet met with.

The fowls too, which were extremely good, were

alfo run down with little trouble ; as they could

fcarce fly above an hundred yards at a flight, and
were then fo fatigued, that they could not readily

rife again, fo that being affifted by the opennefs

of the woods, they were always able to take what
number they pleafed. And that no delicacies

might be wanting, they werefurnifhed with great

plenty of wild fowl, for near the centre of the

ifland there were two confiderable pieces of frefli

water, which abounded with duck, teal, and cur-

lews, and the whiftling plover, was alfo found
there in prodigious plenty. They here likewife

|ound abundance of wild hogs, which were mofi;
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excellent food, but being extremely fierce, the

lailors were obliged either to iiioot them, or to

hunt them with Ibme large dogs they found upon
the ifland, and which belonged to the detachment
fent to provide provilions for the gairifon of Guam;
and as thefe dogs had been trained to the killing

of wild hogs, they readily followed the failors,

and hunted for them ; but notwithflanding their

being of a large and bold breed, the hogs fought

with fuch fury, that they at length dcftroyed the

greateft part of them.

This iiland was alfo of extreme advantage on
account of its fruits and vegetables, which were

nioft happily adapted to the cure of the fea-fcurvy ;

for the woods produced fweet and four oranges,

fimes, guavoes, vaft quantities of cocoa-nuts, with

the cabbages grownig on the fame tree, and a pe-

culiar kind of fruit to be found only in thefe

iflands, called by the Indians Rhyma, but by the

Centurion's people the bread fruit, for it was con-

ftantly eaten by them inftead of bread, and fa

univerfally preferred to it, that none of the fhip's

bread was expended during their flay on the

ifland. It grows upon a pretty lofty tree, which

near the top divides into large and fpreading

branches, the leaves which are generally from a

foot to eighteen inches in length, are of a re-

markable deep green, and notched about the edges.

The fruit which is found indifferently on all parts

of the branches, is rather of an oval form than

round, it is covered with a rough rind, and ufually

feven or eight inches long, and each of them grows
lingly, and not in clufters. It is fitteft to be ufed

when green, but full grown, and being roafted in

the embers, has fome diftant refemblance to the

tafte of an artichoke's bottom, and is like that of

a foft and fpungy nature: but as it ripens it b^^

comes fofter, turns yellow, and has a lufciou^

tafle, and agreeable fmell^ not unlike a ripe peach;
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however, it is then efteemed unwholefome, and is

faid to produce fluxes. Mr. Dampier, to whom
our author refers tor a more particular defcription,

fays, it is as large as a good lized two-penny loat,

and that the inlide is foft, tender, white, and
crummy like bread, and if eaten in twenty-four

hours after it is plucked, has a fweet and pleafant

tafte ; and that this excellent fruit is in feafoii

eight months in the year : This ifland alio affords

many other vegetables, proper for tlie cure of that

dreadful difeafe they had fo long laboured under,

asfcurvy-grafs, forrel, mint, dandelion, creeping-

purflain, and water-melons, on all which, together

. with the frefli provilions, they fed with great

eagernefs, being prompted to it by theilrong incli-

nation which the fea fcurvy never fails to excite

for thofe powerful remedies.

It may feem furpriiing, that this beautiful ifland,

fo elegantly furniflied with the necelTaries and lux-

uries of life, fliould be entirely void of inhabitants.

To remove this difficulty, it muft be obferved,

that in fomething lefs than fifty years before Mr.
Anfon's arrival, it was a populous country, and
is faid to have contained 30,000 fouls, but a fick-

nels raging at Tinian, Rota, and Guam, ail of

which were full of inhabitants, the Spaniards, to

recruit the people at Guam, who were greatly di-

minifhed by the mortality, forced all the inhabit-

ants of Tinian to remove thither; where they
languilhed after their native ifland, till, in a few
years, the greateft part of them died of grief.

Thefe poor Indians might reafonably have ex-

pe6led, from their being placed at fuch an immenfe
diftance from Spain, to have efcaped the cruelty

which had occafioned the deflru6tion of great part

of the weflern world ; but the only advantage they
received from this diftance, was their perifhing an
age or two later.
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The ifland ftiil affords remains, which fliow it

to have been once extremely populous ; for, in all

parts of it there are many ruins of a very remark-
able kind, which generally confift of two rows of

pyi'amidical pillars, at about twelve feet diftance,

<?ach pillar in the row Handing about fix feet from
the next. Thefe pillars are almoft five feet fquare

at the bafe ; they are about thirteen feet high ; and
on the top of each is a femi-globe with a flat furface

upwards. Both tiie pillars and femi-globe are

folid, and compofed of fand and ftone cemented to-

gether, and plaiftered over. The prifoners in-

formed the Englilli, that thefe were the founda-

tions of buildings, let apart only for thofe Indians

who had engaged in fome religious vow ; and in-

deed monaftic inftitutions are often to be met with

in pagan nations; but, if thefe ruins were origi-

nally the balls of the common dwelling-houics of

the natives, even in this cafe their numbers muft

have been confiderable, fmce in many parts of the

ifiand they are extremely thick planted, and area
fulFicient proof of the multitude of its former in-

habitants.

It muft not be omitted that all the above advan-
tages enjoyed by this ifland, were much enhanced
by the heaithinefs of its climate, by the breezes

that almoll conflantly prevailed, and the frequent

fliowers with which it was fprinkled, which were
tjfually of a fhort and almoft momentary duration.

The falubrity of the air had a furprizing effe6t in

ilrengthening both the appetite and digeftion. It

was here very remarkable, that even thofe of the

officers who every where elfe had been very tem-
perate eaters, and who, befides a flight breakfaft,

ufcd to make only one moderate meal a day,

feemed here transformed into gluttons; for inftead

of one reafonable meal upon flefli, they were now
hardly fatisfied with three, each of which was fo

prodigious, that at another place it would have
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produced a fever, or a furfeit, and yet their digef^

tion was fo agreeable to the keennefs of their appe-

tites, that they were neither difordered nor over-

loaded by this uncommon repletion.

The principal inconvenience attending thofe

who refide in the ifland, arifes from the great

number of mulketoes, and many other fpecies of
liies, together with a kind of tick, which though
it principally fixes on the cattle, would frequentiy

fall upon the limbs and bodies of the men, and.

if not removed in time, would bury its head under
the Ikin, and raife a painful inflammation. The
Centurion's people alio found there fcorpions and
centipedes, which they fuppofed to be venomous,
though they received no injury from them.

However the mull coniiderable exception to

this place is the inconvenience of the road, which
in fome feafons of the year, affords but little fecu-

rity for a Ihip at anchor. The only proper an-
choring place for fhips of burden is at thefouth-Vv'eft

end of the ifland, where the Centurion anchored,

in twenty and twenty-two fathoms water, oppofite

to a fandy bay, about a mile and a half diftance

from the fhore ; but the bottom of this read being
full of fharp-pointed coral rocks, it has a very
unfafe anchorage from the middle of June to the
middle of 06tober, which is the feafon of the
weftern monfoons ; and what adds to this danger,
is the extraordinary rapidity of the tide flood, which
fets to the fouth-eaft, between this illand and Agui-
gan. But in the remaining eight months of the
year, there isfuch a conftant feafon of fettled wea-
ther, that if the cables are well armed, there is

fcarcely any danger of their being ever rubbed.
But to return to the employment of the Centurion's
people on Ihore.

While they were landing the lick, four of the
Indians on the illand furreiidered themfelves to the

commodore, fo that he had eight now in hiscuftody.
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One of thefe four offered to fhew the moft converin

ent place for killing cattle ; and two of the Eng-
lilli were ordered to attend him on that fervice

;

but on one of them trufting the Indian with his

iirelock and piftol, the Indian efcaped with them
into the woods, when his countrymen being ap-

prehenfive of fufFering for this inftance of perfidy^

delired to fend one of their party into the country

to bring back the arms, and to perfuade the re-

mainder of the detachment from Guam to fubmit.

The commodore granted their requeft, and one of
them was difpatched, who returned the next day
with the piftol and firelock, which he pretended to

have found in a path way, and protelted that he

had not been able to meet with any of his country-

men : but this report appeared fo improbable,

that it occafioned a fufpicion that fome treachery

was carrying on, upon which the commodore or-

dered all the Indians in his power to be fent on
board the fnip, and not allowed to return on iliore.

All the hands that could be fpared from attend-

ing the fick, were now employed in arming the ca-

bles with a good rounding to lecure them from being

rubbed by the coral rocks, which being completed,

many attempts were made to ftop the Centurion's

leak ; but after feveral efforts they were obliged to

defift, till they could have an opportunity of heav-

ing down.
On the 1 2th of September, thofe who were fo

well recovered as to be capable of doing duty, were

fent on board, and then the commodore, who was
himfelf ill of the fcurvy, and had caufed a tent to

be ere6ted for him on fhore, went thither w^ith a

view of ftaying a few days to recover his health ;

being convinced by experience, that no other me-
thod but living on the land, was to be trufted for

the removal of that dreadful difeafe. The place

where his tent was pitched was an elegant fpot

near the well whence they got all their water.
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The cafks were next fent on (hore to be filled by
the coopers, and as the new moon was approaching,

when it was apprehended there would be violent

gales, every method was taken that prudence could

fiiggeft to arm the anchors, and fecure the Ihip

from the effects of windy weather. But when they

had for fome days flattered themfelves, that the

prudence of their meafures had fecured them from
all accidents, the wind, on the 22d of September,

blew from the caftward with fuch fury, that thofe

on board foon defpaired of riding out the ftorm.

The commodore and moft of the hands were on
fhore, and all their hopes of fafety feemed to de-

pend on their putting immediately to fea. All
communication with the fliip was cut off, for it was
impoffible that a boat could live. As the night
approached, the violence of the ftorm increafed,

while the tide, which at the beginning of the hur-

ricane fet to the northward, turned fuddenly to

the fouthward, and in fpite of the ftorm forced the

ihip before it. The fea now broke furpriiingly all

round the ftiip with a large tumbling fwell, by
which the long-boat, which was moored aftern,

was fuddenly canted fo high, that it broke the

tranfome of the commodore's gallery, whofe cabbin

was on the quarter-deck, and the ftroke was ib

violent that it ftove the boat all to pieces, yet the

poor boat-keeper, though extremely bruifed, was
laved. At length the tide flackened, but the wind
did not abate, and their cables breaking, all on
board were in the grcateft danger, and accordingly

fired guns, and Ihewed lights to the commodore,
as iignals of diftrefs. About one o'clock, the night

being extremely dark, aftrong guft, attended with

rain and lightning, forced them out to fea, utterly

unprepared to ftruggle with the united fury of the

Vv'aves and winds, and every moment expelling to

be loft.

VOL. III. B b
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The dreadful llorm by which the Centnrion wa*

driven to fea, had been too violent to permit any.

of the people on fhore to hear the guns, which jQie'i

fired as lignais of diftrefs^ while theflaihes of light-

ning had hindered the explofions from being ob-

ferved, and therefore at day- break, when it was-

perceived on fliore that the fhip was milling, they /I

were all in the utmoft confternation. Much the

greateft part of them inftantly concluded that fhe

was loft, and entreated the commodore to fend the

boat round the ifland in fearch of the wreck.

While thofe who believed her fafe, had fcarcely

any expedtation of her ever being able to return,,

as the wind ftill continued, and as ihe was ill

manned, and fo poorly provided for ftruggling;

with fo tempeftuous a gale. In either of which
cafes they conftdered their fituation as very de-

plorable, fince it would be impoilible for them
ever to leave the ifland, and that therefore they

muft bid an everlafting adieu to their country, their

friends, their families, and all their domeftic en-

dearments. They had alfo reafon to apprehend,

that the governor of Giiam, on being informed of

their fituation on Ihore, would fend a force fuf*

ficient to overpower them, and to remove them'

to that ifland, and that on his having them in his

power, he would make their want of commiffions,

all of which were on board the Centurion, a pre-

tence for treating them as pirates, and for putting

them to an infamous death.

However, Mr. Anion foon formed a fcheme for

extricating himfelf and his men from their prefent

anxious fituation, and having confulted fome of

the moft intelligent perfons about him, and fatif-

iied himfelf that it was pradiicable, endeavoured to

animate his people to put it fpeedily in execution.

He told them that he was not without hope that

the Centurion would return in a few days, fince-.



ROUND THE WORLD. 195

vhcre was no reafon to apprehend her being loft^

,Snd that the word that could be imagined, was her

being driven too far to the leeward of the iiland to

return, which would oblige her to bear away for

Macao, on the coaft of China; that in this cafe he

had confidered of a method of following her ; which
was, to haul the Spanifh bark on fliore, to faw her

afunder, and to lengthen her twelve feet : which
would enlarge her to near forty tons burthen, and
enable her to carry them all to China ; that the

carpenters whom he had confulted, had agreed

that this was practicable, and that nothing was
wanted to execute it but their united refolutions

and induftry: and then added, that, for his own
part, he would ihare the fatigue and labour with

them, and would expe6t no more from any man
than he himfelf was ready to fubmit to.

The people now began to flatter themfelves that

the Centurion would be able to regain the ifland ;

and from this hope they did not heartily engage
in the proje6l as the commodore could have wifhed

;

but at ialt being fatisfied that it was impollible the

ihip fliould return, they refolutely applied them-
felves to the different talks allotted them, with as

much eagernefs and induftry as the commodore
could deiire ; punftually ailembling by day-break
at the rendezvous, where they were let to their dif-

ferent employments, which they followed with
unufual vigour till night.

But before they entered upon this arduous talk,

an incident happened that gave Mr. Anfon the

dcepefl concern ; for a fev/ days after the Ihip was
driven off, fome men on iliore cried out a fail

;

which fpread a general joy, every body fuppofing
that the fliip was returning ; but foon after a fecond
fail being obferved, dellroyed their hopes, and
made it difficult to guefs what they were. Mr.
Anfon eagerly turned his glafs town.rds them, and
feeing they were two boats, it immediately oc-
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curred to him that the Centurion was funk, and
that thefe were the two boats coming back with the

remains of her people ; an idea which fo deeply

aiFedled him, that he was obliged immediately tp

retire without fpeaking to his tent, in order to con-

ceal his emotion ; where he pafTed fome bitter mo-
ments under the firm belief that the Ihip was loft,

and that all his views of ftill fignalizing his expedi-

tion by fome important exploit were at an end.

He was, however, foon relieved from thefe diftref-

fmg thoughts by difcovering that the two boats
j

were Indian proas ; when obferving that they made
towards the jhore, he ordered that every thing that

could give them any fufpicion lliould be removed

;

and concealed his people in the adjacent thickets,

to fecure the Indians upon their landing ; but the

proas, after coming within a quarter of a mile of

the beach, flopped fhort, and having remained
motionlefs two hours, fteered to the fouthward.

About the fame time another incident happened
of a very extraordinary nature. The commodore,
attended by fome of his officers, endeavoured to

make the tour of the illand, and being on a rifing

ground obferved a fmall thicket in the valley be-

neath that had a progreffive motion. They were
at firft furprized, but foon perceived it was only

fome large cocoa bulhes dragged along by perfons

concealed beneath them. They immediately con-

cluded that thefe were fome of the party they had
found there at their arrival ; and therefore Mr.
Anfon, and thofe who were with him, haftencd

after them in hopes of difcovering their retreat

;

"when the Indians, perceiving that they were dif-

covered, ran away with precipitation : but the

commodore was fo near them as not to lofe light of

them till they reached their cell ; which he and his

officers entering, found that there was a pafTage

through it, which led down a precipice^ at which
they made their efcape.
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They here found an old firelock or two, but no

other arms. However, there was a large quantity

of provifions, and in particular falted pork, which

was excellent; and, from what thefe gentlemen

faw, they concluded, that their own extiaordinary

appetite was not confined to the Englilh ; for it

being about noon, the Indians, conlidering tlieir

number, had laid out a very plentiful repait, and
had their cocoa nuts and bread fruit ready prepared

for eating ; and in fuch a manner as fliewed, that

a good meal was neither an uncommon nor a dif-

regarded article. Mr. Anfon having fearched to

no purpofe after the path by which the Indians

had efcaped, he and his olficcrs fat down to the

dinner fo luckily provided for them, After which

they returned back fomewhat difpleafed at miiling

the Indians, as they hoped that if they could have

had any conference with them, they Ihould have
engaged them in their fervice.

The lengthening the bark was attended with

great difficulty ; fome of the tools were to be made,
and many of the materials were wanting : when
the whole iliould be completed, they were to rigg,

viftual, and navigate her, for the fpace of fix

or feven hundred leagues, though unknown feas,

which had not been paifed by any one of the com-
pany. However their hopes were kept up by the

intervention of feveral extraordinary and unex-
pecfed accidents. The carpenters both of the

Gloucefterand Tryal were on Ihore with their chefts

of tools; the fmith too was on fhore with his forge

and feveral of his tools; but his bellows were on
board the fhip ; fo that he was incapable of work-
ing, and they could have no hopes of proceeding
without his affiftance. They refolved, therefore,

firft of all to make him a pair of bellows, but were
for fome time puzzled for want of leather ; but
having plenty of hides, and finding a hogOiead
of lime, which belonged to the Spaniards or lii-
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dians, they tanned a few of the hides with it; To

that the leather anfweredthe intention, and they
completed the bellows by making a gun- barrel

ferve for a pipe.

While the fmith was preparing the iron-work,

others were employed in felling trees, and fawing
them into planks; which being the moil laborious

talk, the commodore, for the encouragement of

the people, worked at it himfelf. A new difficulty

was occafioned by there being neither blccks nor
cordage for hauling the bark on fliore; but this

was removed by making rollers of the body of

the cocoa-nut-tree, which from its fmoothnefs and
circular-turn, was adapted to the purpofe with

very little labour. A dry dock was dug to receive

the barkj and a way found from thence into the

fea ; a party was ordered conilantly to kill and
provide provifions for the reft: and good order

being eltablithed, and all hands employed, the

preparations advanced apace; the men being per-

haps the more tra61:able and induftrious from there

being neither wine nor brandy on fliore; for the

juice of the cocoa-nut, which though pleafant,

was not intoxicating, was their conftant drink.

As the work advanced apace, the officers began

to confider of the rigging neceliary to fit the bark

for fea ; when it was found that the tents on ffiore,

with the fails and rigging already belonging to the

bark, and the fpare cordage, which had been
accidentally landed from the Centurion, would
anfvver this purpofe. They propofed to pay her

bottom with a mixture of tallow and lime ; but

there was one inconvenience which could not be

removed: which was, that, as flie was not quite

forty tons burden, flie would be incapable of con-

taining half the crew below the deck, and would
be fo top heavy, that, if all were upon deck at the

fame time, Ihe would be in danger of over-letting.

The article of procuring a ftock of provifions for



ROUND THE WORLD. 199

the voyage gave them great perplexity, as they

had neither grain nor bread of any kind on fhore,

and the bread-fruit would not keep at fea ; and,

though they had live cattle they had fcarcely any
ftilt. However, they preierved a fmail quantity of

jerked beef, which they had found in the iiland at

their landing ; but this was greatly infufficient.

However, it was at iaft refolved to carry as many
cocoa-nuts as they could, to prolong the jerked

beef, by uling it very fparingly, and to llipply

the want of bread by rice ; to obtain which, they

fhould land in the ifland of Rota, where the Spa-

niards had large plantations of that grain, and
carry of a fufHcient quantity by force i but this

fcheme making it neceiJary for them to examine
the ammunition they had on (bore, they had the

mortification to find that all the powder did

riot amount to one charge a-piece to each of the

company.
One of the moil alarming circumfiances was,

the difcouraging difcovery, that there was neither

eompafs nor quadrant on the ifland : but, at Iaft,

on rummaging the cheft belonging to the Spanidi

bark, they difcovered a fmall eompafs, v.hich,

though little better than fuch as were made for

the amufement of fchool-boys, was to them an
invaluable treafure, and afterwards a quadrant
was found on the fea-fhore, which had been thrown
overboard among other lumber belonging to the

dead. This was eagerly feized, but, on examina-
tion, it unluckily wanted vanes, and was therefore

entirely ufelefs. However a perfon fometime after

pulling out the drawer of an old table, which
had been driven on ihore, found fome vanes in it,

which fitted the quadrant very well ; when it

being examined by the known latitude of the
place, it was found to be l\rfficiently exafr.

All things now being in great forwardncfs, and
fome of the principal obftacles removed, they
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were able to determine when the whole would be
finifhed, and had accordingly fixed the 5th of
November for the day of their putting to fea ; but
on the nth of Oftober, in the afternoon, one of
the Gloucefter's men being upon a hill in the
middle of the ifland^ faw the Centurion at a diftance,

and running with the utmoft fpeed towards the

landing place, faw in his way fome of his comrades,
to whom he called with great ecftafy, '^ The fliip

!

thelhip!" which being heard by Mr. Gordon,
a lieutenant of the marines, he ran to the place

where the commodore and his people \Vere at work,
and being frefli and in breath, eafily outftripped

the Gioucefter's man. and told the commodore,
who, on hearing thisjoyful and unexpected news,
threw down his axe with which he was then at

work, while the others ran down to the fea-iide,

to feail themfelves with the fight, for which they
bad fo eagerly longed. By five in the evening the

Centurion was vifible to them all, when a boat

was fent oiFwith eighteen men to reinforce her,

with frefh meat and fruits for the refreihment of

the crew, and the next afternoon fhe happily call

anchor in the road, where the commodore immedi-
ately went on board her, and was received with

joyful acclamations.

To proceed to what happened on board the

Centurion while at fea. It has already been
obferved that flie was driven from the ifland in a

very dark night, by a prodigious ftorm. The
condition of thofe on board was very dreadful,

they were in a leaky fliip, with three cables in their

hawfes, to one of which hung their only remain-
ing anchor, not a gun on board was lalhed, nor
a port barred in, and they were able to fet no fail

except the mizen. They could muiler no more
ftrength to navigate the Ihip than 108 hands, which
were fcarcely the fourth part of her complement,
and moil of thefe were either boys, or fuch as
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were ftill feeble from their being but lately reco-

vered of the fcLirvy. By the violence of the ftorni

.and the working of the fhip, they made a great

quantity of water through the ports, hawfe-holes,

and fcuppers, which added to the leak, rendered

their pumps a fufficient employment for all on
board. But they had other ,dangers which ap-

peared ftill more immediate. They all imagined

they were driving on the ifland of Aguigan, which
was abput two leagues diftant, and as they had no
fail but the mizen, that was infufficient to clear

jthem of this imminent danger. They, therefore,

left the pumps to ufe their utmoft eifbrts to heave

up the main and fore yards, in order to fave them-
felves, if poffible, from being wrecked. But after

three hours ineffectual labour, the jears broke,

and the men were obliged, from mere debility, to

defift, and quietly expert their fate, which ap-

peared inevitable ; for they efteemed themfelves
driving juft upon the fhore, and the darknefs of
the night made them expert to difcover it no other-

wife than by ftriking upon it, fo that they were
feveral hours under the ferious apprehenfions that
each fucceeding moment would fend them to the

bottom
i nor did thefe continued terrors of inftant-

ly ftriking and finking ceafe till day-break, when
in a tranfport ofjoy they perceived that the dread-

ful ifland was at a confiderable diftance, and that

they had been preferved by a ftrong northern
current.

The boifterous wind which had forced them from
Tinian did not abate till three days after, and
while they continued out at fea, both the chaplain

j

and every other officer were obliged to fubmit to

I

the fame bodily labour as the common Tailors,

J The heaving up of the fiieet anchor, which they
had hitherto dragged at their bows with two

\ cables, coft them the fevereft application for twelve
VOL. III. C C
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hours, before they brought it in light, when it

growing dark, their i'atigue obliged them to delift

till the i»ext day, and then that arduous talk was
completed. They afterwards conquered Ibme of

the other dithcuities they laboured under, and
bemg enabled to make uie of their canvafs, flood

to the eaftward in hopes of regaining the ifland

of Tinian, they being, according to their own
reckonings, but forty leven leagues diftant from
it. But on the firft of 0(5fober, when they had
run the diftance necelTary tor making the ifland,

according to their own reckoning, and were in full

expectation of feeing it, they were unhappily dif-

appointed, and convinced that a current had
driven them confiderably to the weftward. They
were now in great perplexity from the apprehen-

fions of wanting water, but the next day had a

light of the ifland of Guam, and thence computed
that the current had driven them forty leagues to

the weftward of their accounts. The light of land

let them know their fituation, and, therefore,

plying to the eaftward, they continued that courfe

with exceilive labour, and with a contrary wind
till the nth of 06tober, which was the 19th day
from their departure, when arriving in the offing

of Tinian, they were reinforced from the Ihore,

and, to their inexpreflible joy, on the evening of

the fame day, came to an anchor in the road.

The commodore, on his going on board the

Centurion, after her return to Tinian, refolved to

flay no longer at the ifland than was abfolutely

neceffary to complete his flock of water, and the

long boat being flaved, as has been already men-
tioned, they were obliged to make ufe of rafts,

which, as the tide ran extremely ftrong, occafioned

frequent delays, and more than once the lofs of

the whole raft ; but this was not their only misfor-

tune, for on the third day after the Centuron's
retunij a fudden guft of wind brought home her
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anchor, and drove her a fecond time to fea. How-
ever, the commodore and the prmcipal officers

were now on board , but there were near feventy

of the men on fiiore, who had .been employed in

filling water and procurmg provifions. The}/ had
the two cutters with tlieni but they benig too

many for the cutters to bring off at once, the

commodore fent the eighteen oared barge to their

alfiltance. The two cutters foon returned filled

TWith men, but forty of the company remained
behind who were employed in killing cattle in the

jvoods, and in bringing them to the landing-

place. Yet as the ihip foon drove to a confidcr-

abie di fiance, it was not in their power to join

her, though the eighteen oared barge was left

to convey them on board. The weather, how-
ever, being favourable, the Centurion within
about five days returned again to a;i anchor at

Tinian.

On the Centurion's arrival it appeared that the
Spanilh bark had undergone a new change, for the

people on fliore defpairing^-of her return, had
refolved to reftore the bark to her firft fiate, and
had made fuch progrefs, that they would foon have
completed her.

The people at their fecond return to the ifland

laboured with indefatigable induftry in getting in

their water; and having by the 20th of 0(5lober

completed it to fifty ton, which was thought fulii-

cient for their paffage to Macao, the commodore
fent the next day one of each mefs on Ihore, to

gather as large a quantity of orani,es, lemons,
cocoa-nuts, and other fruits, as they pleafcd, for

the ufe of themfelves and their mels-mates at fea,

and they returning in the evening, fire was let to

the bark and proa, the Centurion hoifted iii her
boats, got under fail, and ileered towards the fouth

end of the illand of Formofa.
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It cannot here be improper to interrupt the nar-

ration, with a defcription of that range of iflands,

generally called the Ladrones or Marian iflands,

which were difcovered by Magellan in the year

1521, and from the account given of the two firft

he fell in with, it feems as if they were thofe of

Sapan and Tinian, for they are reprefented as

extremely beautiful, and as lying in between fif-

teen and fixteen degrees of north latitude. From
the pleafing appearance of Tinian, the Spaniards

have given it the nameof Buenavifta, and Saypan,
which is in the latitude of 15°. 22'. north latitude,

affords an agreeable profpe6l when feen at fea,

Thefe iflands are generally reckoned twelve in

number; but if the fmall iflets and rocks are

counted, they will in all amount to above twenty.

Formerly mofl: of them were inhabited ; but of the

three principal iflands, Guam, Rota, and Tinian,
which feventy years ago are faid to have been ex-

tremely populous, Tinian hath been entirely de-

populated, and not above two or three hundred
Indians left at Rota to cultivate rice for the ifland

of Guam, fo that at prefent the laft mentioned
ifland is the only one that can properly be faid to

be inhabited by the Spaniards, for there they keep

a governor and a garrifon, and there the Manilla

fliip generally touches for refrefhment in her paf-

fage from Acapulco to the Philippines. That
ifiand is computed to be about thirty leagues in

circumference, and contains near 4000 inhabitants,

1000 of whom are fuppofed to live in the city of

San Ignatio de Agana, which is the governor's

ufual refidence. The houfes are built with flone

and timber, and covered with tiles, which is a very

unufual method of building in thefe warm climates.

This ifland has alfo thirteen or fourteen villages.

As Guam is eflecmed a place of confequence, on

account of its affording refreflimentto the Manilla

ihip, there are two caflles on the lea Ihore, which
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mount only five guns each, and a battery of five

pieces of cannon on an eminence near the lea. The
Spaniards have here three companies of foot, of

between forty and fifty men each ; this is the prin-

cipal ftrength on which the governor depends, for

he is generally upon ill terms with the inhabitants,

who are debarred the ufe of lances and fire-arms.

Though the reft of thefe iflands are uninhabited,

they afford plenty of all kinds of refrefliment, but

there is not a good harbour or road among them
all ; and though the Manilla fhip is to ftay only
twenty-four hours at Guam, it is not uncommon
for her to be forced out to fea, and to leave her

boat behind her.

The Indians of thefe iflands are a ftrong, well-

limbed, and bold people, and from fome of their

pra6lices, feem to be no ways defe6i:ive in under-
ftanding ; for their flying proas, which for ages
paft have been the only vefTels they have em-
ployed, are a very lingular and extraordinary

invention, and are faid to be capable of running
with a brilk trade wind near twenty miles an hour.

The head and ftern of the proa are exadlly alike,

but her two fides are very different. That intend-

ed to be always the lee-fide being flat, whilii the

windward fide is built rounding in the manner of

other veffels ; but as her fmall breadth, and the

ftraight run of her leeward fide, would infallibly

make her overfet, a frame is laid out to the wind-
ward, to the end of which is failened an hollow
log, formed like a fmall boat. The weight of the
frame is defigned to balance the proa, and the
fmall boat, which is always in the water, to pre-

vent her overfetting to windward. In fhort, the

body of the proa is formed of two pieces joined
endways, and lowed together with bark ; for no
iron is ufed in her conftru6lion. She is about
two inches at the bottom, which at the gunwale
is reduced to lefs than one. The proa general-
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ly carries fix or feven Indians, two of whom are

placed in the head and Hern, who fteer the veifel

siternately with a paddle, according to the tack

ihe goes on, he in the ftem bemg the Iteerlhian,

The other Indiaus are employed either in bailing

out the water, which Ihe accidently Ihips, or in

letting and trimming the fail. Thefe veifels fail

moft excellently on a wind, and with either end
ioremoft, run from one of thefe illands to the

ether, and back again only by (hifting the fail,

without ever putting about, and by their fmall

breadth and the flatnefs of their lee-fide, are capa-

ble of lying much nearer the wind than any other

veifel hitherto known.
The Centurion departed from Tinran on the

2ift of Oflober, in the evening, when the eailern

monfoon being fettled, Ihe generally ran from
forty -three to fifty leagues a day. On the 3d of

November they faw an itlet or rock, and about
an hour after, the ifland called Botel Tobago
Xima. Having doubled the fouthern extremity

of Formofa, which is in the latitude of 21*'. 15'.

north, they palled by the rock Vele Rete, but at

this inftant the people in the Centurion were
alarmed by an outcry of fire in the forecaftle,

upon which the whole crew immediately flocked

together in the utmoft confuiion, fo that for fonie

time the officers found it difficult to appeafe the

uproar, but the people being at length reduced to

order, it was perceived that the fire proceeded

from the bricks in the furnace being over-heated^,

x^hich had occafioned their communicating the

fire to the adjacent wood-work, but by pulling

down the brick-work it was eafily extinguilhed.

In the evening they were furprifed with the light

of what they at firit took to be breakers, but on
a ftridt examination they were found to be only a

great number of fires on the iiland of Formofa,

which they imagined were intended by the inhabi-
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tants as fignals to invite them to touch there. But
they were too impatient to reach the port of

Macao to confent to this delay. At about mid-

night they got fight of the main-land of China at

four leagues diftance, upon which they brought
the Ihip to, propofing to wait for the morning ;

but before fun-rife they were furprifed to find

themfelves in the midft of an incredible number of

filhing boats, which feemed to cover the furiace of
the fea as far as the eye could reach, moft of them
were manned with five hands, and none with lefs

than three ; and as they ran to the weftward they
found them as numerous on every part ofthecoaiL
The commodore was at firft in hopes of procuring
a pilot from them, to condu6t the ihip to Macao

;

but the people on board could not make them
underftand their meaning. What appeared moll
furprifing, was the inattention and want of curiofi-

ty obferved in this herd of iifliermen, who had
doutlefs never feen any Ihip like the Centurion,
and perhaps there was not one in all that fifliery

who had ever beheld an European veifel : but
though many of the boats came ciofe to the Ihip,

they did not in the lead deviate from their courfe

to regard it.

On the 5th of November at midnight they firft

made the coaft of China, and about two the next
day, while they were fleering to the weftward
within two leagues of the coaft, and ftill fur-

rounded by ti/hing velfels in as great numbers as

at firft, they perceived that a boat a- head of them
waved a red flag and blew a horn, which was
confidered by the people of the Centurion as a

lignal made to them either to warn them of fon^e

Ihoal, or to inform them tiiat they would fupj)iy

them with a pilot. Mr. Anfon tiierefore imme-
diately fent out the cutter to the boat to know
their intentions, when it was found that this boat
was the commodore of the whole lilhery, and that
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the fignal was to order them all to leave ofFfilh-

ing, and to return in Ihore, which they inftantly

obeyed.
Being thus difappointed, they kept on their

courfe, and the next day were a-breaft of a chain

of iflands that ftretch from eaft to weft, called

the iflandsof Lema : they are rocky and barren,

and are fifteen or fixteen in number, befides many
more between them and the main land of China.

Being ftill furrounded by fifliing boats, the com-
modore once more fent the cutter on board fome
of them to endeavour to procure a pilot, but with-

out effect. However, one of the Chinefe directed

them by figns to fail round the weftermoft of the

iflands or rocks of Lema, and then to hale up,

which dire61ion they followed, and in the evening

they came to an anchor.

The next morning a Chinefe pilot came on
board the Centurion, and offered, in broken Por-

tuguefe, to carry the fhip to Macao for thirty dol-

lars. Thefe were immediately paid him, and
then they weighed and made fail, but foon after

feveral other pilots came on board, who endea-

voured to recommend themfelves by producing
certificates from many Europeans Ihips they had
piloted in, but they ftill continued under the

management of the Chinefe whom they at firft

engaged. They now palTed by a number of other

iilands; but the tides frequently fetting ftrongly

againft them, they were often obliged to come
to an anchor, and on the 12th of November an-

chored in Macao road, and once more arrived

at an amicable port, where they expe61ed the

fatisfa6fion of receiving letters from their relations

'And friends, and where their countrymen, who
were lately arrived from England, would be able

to aniwer the numerous inquiries they were pre-

pared to make.
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The city of Macao is fitiiated 'in an i;fland £ct

*he entrance of the river of Canton, and was

formerly rich, -populous;, and able to defend itfei'f

againll the power of the adjacent Chinefe governor;

hut is at prefent fo reduced, that the governor,

M^ho is nominated by the king of Portugal, fubfilts

merely by the courtefy of the Chineie, who can

ftarve the place and dilpolFels the Fortuguefe when-

ever they pleafe, which obliges the governor

carefully to avoid giving them oiFence. T^he river

of Canton, at the mouth of which this city lies,

is the only Chinefe port 'to which European (liips

Teffort, and iis a far more commodious harbour

.than Macao. But the commodore's apprehenfK.ns,

that if he fliould infift on being treated upon a
"diiFerent footing than the merchantmen, he would

•embroil the Eaft-India company with the regency

of Canton, made him chufe rather to go to Macao,
<'than to enter the port of Canton.

Mr. Anfon no fooner came to an anchor in

iMacao road, than he difpatched an officer with

-his compliments to the Portuguefe governor, to

<defire his excellency's advice in what manner it

I

would be proper for him to a6f, to avoid giving

I

offence 'to the Chinefe, which was a matter worthy

I

of attention, as there were then four of our Eali:-

i
India ihips in their power at Canton : particular

with refpe(5t to the duty ufually paid by fhips in

that river, according to their tonnage; for as

men of war are exempted in every foreign har-

«bour from paying all manner of port charges,

^iv. Anfon thought it would derogate from the

•honour of his country to fubmit to this duty. In

the evening the boat returned with two officers

fent by the governor, who told Mr. Anfon, it

was the governor's opinion, that if the Centurion
entered the river of Canton, the duty would cer-

tainly be expeded, and therefore if he approved
of it, he would fend him a pilot, wlio ihould

\0L. HI. D d
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Gondu(5l her into another fafe harbour on tlis'

Typa, where the fhip might be careened, and
where the above-mentioned duty would probably

never be demanded. To this propofal the com-
modore agreed, and the next morning fleered

under the dire6lion of the Portuguefe pilot, and
after fome difficulties, on account of the lliallow-

nefs of the water, entered the harbour, which
is formed by a number of ifiands, and is about

fix miles diltant from Macao. He here faluted

the caftle of Macao with eleven guns, which were
returned by an equal number.
As Mr. Anfon v/anted both a fupply of provi-

fions, and of naval ftores for refitting the Ihip^

he the next day paid a vifit, in perfon, to the

governor, and at his landing was faluted by eleven

guns, which were returned by the Centurion. But
though the governor feemed inclined to do him all

the fervice in his power, and told him that he would
do this privately, yet he frankly owned that he
could not furnilh him with what he demanded',

without an order from the viceroy of Canton, fmce
all the provilions and other neceffaries he received

for himfelf and his garrifon were by permiffion

of the Chinefe government, who took care to vic-

tual him only from day to day, and Vv'ere always

able to oblige him to fubmit to their terms, by
laying an embargo on his provifions.

Upon this declaration Mr. Anfon refolved to go'

to Canton to feek redrefs from the viceroy, and
for that purpofe hired a Chinefe boat for himfelf

and his attendants ; but juft when he was ready ta

embark, the hoppo, or Chinefe cuftom-houfe of-

ficer of Macao refufed to grant a permit, and or-

dered the watermen not to proceed at their peril

;

and though the governor of Macao joined his in-

tereft to perfuade him, the hoppo continued inflex-

ible. The next day Mr. Anfon told him, that if

the permit was any longer refufed, he would raaK
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;irnd arm the Centurion's boats, and afked the

hoppo, who he imagined would dare to oppofe

their palTage ? Upon this threat the permit was
granted, and Mr. Anfon arriving at Canton, con-

I

iulted the lu percargoes and officers of the Engiifli

!

fhips, how to procure an order from the viceroy

for the necelTaries he v/anted, upon which they

referred him to fome Ciiinefe merchants, who hav-

ing cajoled him from day to day, by promifing to

lay the ftate of his affairs before the viceroy, and
obtaining for him whatever he defired ; after reite-

rated excufes, and a month's delay, threw off the

maik, and, being clofely prelTed, declared that

they neither had, or could make application to the

viceroy, as he was too great a man for them to

approach on any occafion. The commodore now
perceived, when too late, that he had been wrong
in confulting fo much the intereft of the Eaft-India

company, and therefore after his return to the

Centurion, wrote a letter to the viceroy, to in-

form him, that he was commander in chief of a
fquadron of Britilh fliips of war, which had been
cruifing for two years paft againfi: the Spaniards,

who were at enmity with the king his malier, and
that he was obliged to enter the port of Macao to

flop a confiderabie leak in his Ihip, and to fupply

himfelf with provifions and neceffaries in order to

purfue his voyage.

This lettei^ being tranllated into the Chinefe
language, the commodore delivered it himfelf to

the hoppo, or chief officer of the cuftoms at

Macao, and defired him to forward it to the vice-

roy of Canton, with as much expedition as he
could, but that officer feeming unwilling to take
charge of it, the commodore took it again, and
told him, that he would immediately fend it to

Canton in his own boat, and would give his officer

pofitive orders not to return without an anfwer
iffom the viceroy. The hoppo now perceiving
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that the commodore was in earneft, and fearing'

to be called to an account for his refuFal', begged
to be intruded with it, and promifed to procure

an anfwer as foon as pollible. Two days after in

the morning, a mandarine of the firfl: rank, who
tvas governor of the city of Janfon, together with

two mandarines of an inferior clafs, and a Gonfi-

derabie retinue of oiiicers and fervants, came m
eighteen half gallies, decorated with a great nam-
t)er of ftreamers, and attended with a band of

tiuific. The Centurion's boat was immediately

difpatched to bring the principal mandarine oa
board ; and a hundred of the moft likely people

6f the crew were uniformly dreiled iti the regi-

mentals of the marines, and drawn up under arms
on the main deck againft his arrival. On his enter-

ing the fhip he was fainted by the drums and
trumpets, and palling by the new formed guard,

was met by the commodore on the quarter deck,

who conducted him to the great cabbin. The
mandarine there explained his commillion, and
told the commodore that he had brought with him
two Chinefe carpenters, to examine the ftate of

the fhip; and the neceifary infpecrion being made,
they declared, that it was impoffible for the Cen-
turion to proceed to fea without being refitted.

"Upon which the mandarine exprelled himfelf iatif-

fied with the account given him in the commodore's
letter. This mandarine appeared to be a perfon

of confiderable parts, and endowed with more
franknefs and honefty than is generally to be

found among the Chinefe. He was alfo very curious

and inquifitive, viewed every part of the fliip with

extraordinary attention, and appeared greatly

furprized at the largenefs of the lower deck guns,

and at the weight and fize of the fliot. The
commodore obferving his aftonifliment, feized this

opportunity to convince the Chinefe of the pru-

dence of granting all his demands in the mofi
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ample and fpeedy maiiLier. He therefore CQira-

plained oti the proceedings cf the o&eers 0;f tjhe

cuiloni-houfe of Macao, who had prevented his

being fupplied with freQi provifions, and. then

tellin-g the mandarines, that as they had informed

themlelves of bis wants, and were eye-witneiJes of

his force, they muft be fatisfied tliat hisdelircof

having the government's permiiTion to purchafe

what provifions he wanted, was not becaufe he

had no power to fupply himfelf, fince he prefum-

ed they were convinced that the Centurion aione

vi'as capable of defiroying the whole navigation of

the port of Canton, or any other port in China.

That this,, it was true, was not the manner of

proceeding between nations, in friendlhip with

each other ; but it v/as alfo true, that it was not

curtomary for any nation to fuffer the fhips of

their friends to ilarve and fink in their ports,

when thofe friends only delired liberty to lay out

thfiir money. That they muft confefs, he and his

people had hitherto behaved with great modeliy
and referve, but as his diftreOes were every day
increafing, famine would at laft prove too ftrong

for any reftraint, and neceiiity in all countries

Vs'as acknowledged to be fuperior to every other

law. That therefore, if by the delay of fupply-

ing him with provifions, his men ihould, from the

impulfesof hunger, be obliged to turn cannibals,

and to prey upon their own fpecies, it was eafy to

be forefeen, that, independent of their friendlhip

to their comrades, they would in point of luxury

prefer the plump well-fed Chinefb to their own
emaciated iliip niiites. The firft mandarine ac-

quiefced in thejullnefs of this reafoning, and pro-

mifed on his arrival at Canton to call a council of

mandarines, and faid, that he did not doubt, but
on the reprefentation he fnould make of what he

had feen, they would all be of the lame opinion

as himfelf, and that every thing he had demanded
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would be fpeedily granted. That with regard to

the complaint of the cuftom-houfe of Macao, he
would reftify it immediately by his own authority,

and then deiiring a lift to be given of the pro-

vifions necellary for the Ihip for one day, wrote a

permit under it, and delivered it to one of his at-

tendants, with orders to fee that quantity fent on
board every morning early, and this order was
punctually complied with.

This aifair being regulated, the commodore
invited him and the two other niandarines to din-

ner, but they were much embarrafiTed with their

i'nives and forks. After fome fruitlefs attempts to

•make ufe of them, in which they appeared ex-

tremely aukward, one of their attendants cut their

meat for them, in fmall pieces; however, not-

withftanding the difficulty they found in com-
plying with the European manner of eating, they

feemed to be no novices at drinking. The com-
rjodore excufed liimfelf under the pretence of ill-

iiefs, but there being another gentleman prefent of

a florid complexion, the chief mandarine clapped
liim on the flioulder, and told him by the inter-

preter, that he was fure he could not plead lick-

nefs, and therefore infifted on his bearing him
company, and that gentleman perceiving, that

after they had difpatched four or five bottles of

Frontiniac, the mandarine was ftill unruflled, or-

dered a bottle of citron-water to be brought, which
the Chinefe feemed much to relilh, and this being
riear finiflied, they arofe from table, in appearance
cool and undifordered, and Mr. Anfon having ac-

cording to cuftom made the mandarine a prefent,

they all departed in the fame veflels in which they

came.
Mr. Anfon waited with great impatience for the

refolution of the council, and the proper licences

to enable him to refit the fhip; but notwithftand-

ing the favourable difpofition of the mandarine.
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governor, feveral days elapfed before they had any
advice from him, and Mr. Anfon was privately

informed that there were great debates in council

upon this affair. However, on the 6th of January,

the mandarine who was the commodore's advocate,

fent the viceroy of Canton's warrant for refitting

the Centurion, and for fupplying her people with

all they wanted, and having now the necejTary

licences, a number of Chinefe carpenters and fmiths

went on board the next day, to treat about the

work they were to perform. They at firft afked

the value of loool. fterling for repairing the lliip,

the mails, and the boats, which the commodore
thinking unreafonable, ftrove to perfuade them to

work by the day ; but this they would not hearken
to, but it was at laft agreed, that the carpenters

fhould receive the value of about 600I. for their

work, and that the fmiths fhould be paid for their

iron work by weight, at the rate of near 3I. per

hundred for the fmall work, and 2L 6s. for the

large.

The commodore now exerted himfelfin order to

get this important work completed, and difpatched

his firft lieutenant to Canton to hire two junks,
one of which was intended to heave down by, and
the other to lerve as a magazine for the ammuni-
tion : at the fame time the ground was levelled on
one of the neighbouring iflands, a large tent

pitched for lodging the lumber and provifions, and
near 100 Chinefe caulkers were foon fet to work on
the decks and fides of the fliip; but though they

worked very well, they were far from being expe-

ditious. However, on the 3d of March, the pay-

ing and fheathing the bottom was completed, to

their great joy, fince not only the fatigue of ca-

reening had been conliderable, but the crew had
been apprehenfive of being attacked by the Spa-
niards while the Ihip was thus incapable ofdefence.

Jndeed their fears were not groundlefy, for they
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^ere afterwards informed by a Portuguefe vefTelj

that the Spaniards at Manilla had learned, that

the Centurion was in the Typa, and intended to

careen there, upon which the governor had fum-
moned his council, and -made a propofal to burn
her wb.ile fhe was careen in-g, which, if properly

condu6ted, might have been acconipiilhed. It

was ailib reported that the fcheme v.as approved,

and that the ca[>tain of a veHet had adhially under-

taken it for 40,000 dollars, which he was 'not to

receive unlefs he fucceeded ; but the governor pre-

tending that there was no treafure in the royal

cheft, inflated that the money Ihould be ad^vanced

•by the merchants, and they refufing to comply
with the demand, the affair was dropped.

The Centurion was no fooner righted, than the

crew took on board her powder and ammunition,
and fet about repairing the fore-mail ; but while

they were thus employed, they were alarmed'on
the loth of March by a Chinefe iiflierman, who
pretended that he had been on board a large

Spanilh lliip off'the Grand Ladrone, and that there

were two more in company, and added, that he

had brought one of their oincers to Macao, and
that boats went off early in' the morning 'from

Macao to him. The better to gain credit to this

llory, he defired no money if his information ihould

not prove true. It was prefently believed that this

perfon was come with a view of burning the Ihip.

Upon which the commodore immediately prepared

his cannon and fmall arms for her defence, and his

pinnace and cutter being then in the ofHng, he let

them know the advice he had received, and or-

dered them to keep a ftrict look out; but :no

Spanifh (liips ever appeared, and the commodoiie
was foon convinced that the whole ilory was a

fitlion.

In the beginning of April the ihip was new
rigged, her proviiions and water were flowed on.
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board, and flie fitted for fea, before which time

the Chinefe had been very uneafy at her ftay. At
length two mandarine boats came on board to

prefs the commodore to leave their port, and this

having been often urged before, though there had

been no reafon to fufpe6t Mr. Anfon of delay, he at

this laft mefTage delired them to give him no

farther trouble, for he would go when he thought

proper, and not fooner. Upon this they prohi-

bited all provifions being carried on board, and.

took fuch care to enforce this order, that nothing

could be purchafed at any price whatfoever. The
Centurion however weighed from the Typa on the

6th of April, and having got into Macao road^,

completed her water as flie paifed along, and her

whole bulinefs being finiflied by the 19th, fhe

weighed and flood to fea.

It ought to be obferved that foon after their firfi:

arrival at Macao, Captain Saunders being charged
with difpatches from the commodore, took his

pafifage to England on board a Swediili lliip, and
that feveral other officers had obtained the commo-
dore's leave to return home, and had embarked
on board fome of the Eaft-India company's (hip's.

The commodore before his departure, had en-

tered twenty-three men, moft of whom were Laf-

carsor Indian failors, and the reft Dutch. While
he was at Macao he gave out that he was bound to

Batavia, and thence to England, and though the

wefterly monfoon was fet in, and rendered that

paifage in a manner impra6licable, yet he ex-

prelFed fuch confidence in the ftrength of his fliip

and the Ikill of his men, that he raifed a belief,

not only among his own crew, but among the

people at Macao, that he intended to try that un-
ufual experiment. But his real defign was to return

to the Pacific Ocean, and to cruize of Cape Efpiri-

tu Santo, on the iiland of Samal, for the Manilla
VOL. ni. E e
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fliips ; for be fuppofed that there would that year

be twoj oil account of his having prevented one of

them from putting to fea the preceding year.

Therefore being clear ot the coal];,, he fummoned
all his people on the quarter deck and informed

them of his refolution ; told them that he would
chufe a fiation where he could not fail of meeting

with the two Manilla fliips, and notwithlianding

their being ftout velFels and full manned, yet if

his own people behaved with their ufual Ipirit,

he w as fure that he lliould prove too hard for them
both, and that one of them at leaft would not fail

of becoming his prize. The men received the

commodore sfpeech with great joy, exprelfed their

approbation with three hearty cheers, and declar-

ed their refolution to fucceed or perifli whenever
the opportunity offered. Their hopes, which on
their departure from the coaft of Mexico had en-

tirely fublided, were again revived, and they were
all firmly perfuaded that they Ihould take the

galeons, and return home enriched with the fpoils

of the enemy.
On the firft of May they faw part of the ifland

of Formofa, and on the fourth difcovered the Ba-

fhee ifiands which have hitherto been laid down
twenty -five leagues too far to the weftward ; for

by their obfervations, they found the middle of

thefe iflands to be in 21*^. 4'. north latitude.

On the 20th of May, at noon, they firft difco-

vered Cape Efpiritu Santo, which appeared of a

moderate heighth, with feveral round hummocks
upon it. But as they knew that there were fenti-

nels placed upon this cape to make fignals to the

Acapulco ihip, when flie firft falls in with the land,

the commodore when at eleven leagues diftance,

tacked, and ordered the top-gallant fails to be

taken in, to prevent being diicovered, refolving

to cruize for the galeons, between the latitude of

12^. 50'. and 13^. 5'. fouth, the cape itfeJf, ac-
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*l6rding to their obfervations, lying in 12°. 40'.

north latitude. As there was now but fmall em-
ployment tor the crew, they were ordered by the

commodore to be exercifed almolt every day, u\

i "working the great guns, and in the ufe of their

finall arms; which had, more or lefs, been his

practice at every convenient opportunity during

the whole voyage. They were, indeed, taught no
more of the manual exercife, than the fhorteft way
of loading with cartridges, but were conftantly

trained to fire at a mark, which was generally hung
at the yard arm, and as fome little reward WcHS

given to the moft expert, the whole crew were be-

come extremely ikiiful ; for befidesan uncommon
readinefs in loading, they were all of them good
markfmen.
The Centurion having arrived olF Cape Efp'ritii

Santo, and the galeons being expedled, the com-
modore made all the neceilkry preparations for

receiving them, and was at the fame timefolicitous

to keep at fuch a diftance from the cape as not to

be difcovered. But it has fince appeared, that in

fpite of all his care, he was feen from the land ;

and advice of this was fent tc Manilla, where it

was at firft difbeiieved ; but, upon repeated intelli-

gence of his being again feen, the merchants were
alarmed ; ar;d application being made to the go-

vernor, he undertook to fit out a force, conlifting

of two fhips of thirty-two guns, one of twenty,

and two (loops of ten guns each, to attack the Cen-
turion in her ftation, the merchants being to fup-

ply the necelfary fums. Some of thefe veiTels ac-

tually weighed ; but the principal ihip not being

ready, and the monfoon being againft them, the

governor and merchants difagreed, which occalion-

ed the enterprize to be laid afide.

The impatience of the commodore's people
daily increafed, in proportion as the month ofjune
advanced : but at length the laft of June, new
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ftile, arrived ; when the certainty of feeing thefe

veflels dwindled down to a mere impoffibility ;

but the next day they were relieved from their

imcertainty ; for at fun-rife, they difcovered a fail

from the maft-head. A general joy inftantly fpread

through the whole fhip, for they did not at all

doubt but this was one of the galeons, and they

expe6ted foon to defcry the other. The commo-
dore immediately ftood towards her ; and, at half

an hour after feven, fhe was vilible from the Cen-
turion's deck ; at which time the galeon fired a

gun, and took in her top- gallant fails, which was
fuppofed to be a fignal to her confort to haflen

up ; and therefore, the Centurion to amufe her,

iired a gun to the leeward. During all this time,

the galeon did not change her courfe, but, to

the conmiodore's furprize, bore down upon him;
for he could hardly believe what afterwards

appeared to be the cafe, that Ihe knew his Ihip

to be the Centurion, and refolvcd to fight him.

About noon the galeon hauled up her fore-fail,

and brought to on her top-fiils, hoifting Spanilh

colours, and having the ftandard of Spain flying

at the top-gaiiant-mafthead. Mean while Mr.
Anfon picked out about thirty of his beil markf-

men, whom he diftributed into the tops ; and, as

he had not hands enough left to quarter a fuffi-

cient number in the cuilomary manner to each

gun, he on his lower tire fixed only two men to

each gun, who were to be folely employed in load-

ing it, while the reft of his people were divided

into different gangs of ten or twelve men each,

who were to be continually moving about the

decks, to run out and fire fuch guns as were load-

ed; by which management he was enabled to make
life of all his guns; and, inftead of whole broad-

fides, with intervals between them, to keep up a

conftant fire without intermiffion ; from which he

hoped to procure great advantages : for it is ufual
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with the Spaniards, when they fee a broad-fide

preparing, to fall down upon the decks, and to

continue in that polture until it is given; after

which they rife again, and thinking the danger to

be for fome time over, tire with great brilkiiels till

another broad fide is ready ; and therefore firing

gun by gun rendered this impoiTibie. The Cen-

turion now approached the galeon a-pace, but

feveral fqualls of wind and rain often oblcured

her from their fight. However, when it cleared

up they perceived her refolutely lying-to. About
one o'clock the Centurion being within gun-ihot

of the enemy, hoifted her broad- pendant and co-

lours; and the commodore perceiving that the

Spaniards had till then neglected clearing their

ftiip, and were throwing the cattle and lumber
overboard, he gave orders to fire upon them with

their chafe-guns, to difturb them in their work,

and prevent their completing it, though he had
before given general du^eftions not to engage be-

fore they were within piftol-fliot. The galeon

,

inflantly returned the tire with two of her ftern-

chace ; and the Centurion getting her fprit-faii-

yard fore and aft, that if necefTary, flie might be

ready for boarding, the Spaniards in a bravado

alfo rigged their fprit-failfore and aft. The Cen-
turion fbon after came a-breaft of the enemy, with-

in piftol-fliot, when the engagement began in

earneft ; and, for the firft half- hour, Mr, Anfon
over-reached the galeon and lay on her bow, where,

from the widenefs of his ports, he could traverfe

almoft all his guns upon the enemy, while the

galeon could only bring a part of her's to bear. At
the beginning of the a6^ion, the mats with which
the galeon had fluffed their netting took fire, and
burning violently, blazed up near half as high as

the mizentop. This accident which was fuppofed

to be caufed by the Centurion's wads, filled the

enemy with the utmofl terror^ and alfo alarmed
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the commodore, who was in pain, from the appre-

henfion of the galeon's being burned, and from
the poifibility of his fuifering by her driving on
board him. The Spaniards, however at laft freed

themfelves from the fire, by cutting away the net-

ting, and tumbling the whole heap which was in

flames into the fea. Mean while the Centurion

kept her firit advantageous pofition, firing her

guns with great brilknefs and regularity, while

the galeon's decks lay open to her topmen, who,
having at their hrft volley driven the Spaniards

from their tops, made prodigious havock with

their fmall arms, killing or wounding every officer,

but one, that appeared on the quarter deck, and
in particular wounding the general of the galeon

himfelf : but, when the Centurion had continued

in this advantageous fituation about half an hour,

flie loit the fuperiority fne had gained by it, and
was clofe along fide the galeon, who continued

firing brilkly for near an hour longer : yet, in this

pofture, the commodore's grape-lliot fo effe6f ually

fwept their decks, and the number of their flain

and wounded became fo confiderable, that they

began to fall into great diforder ; and thefhips

were fo near, that fome of the Spanifli officers

were feen running about with much affiduity to

prevent the men from deferting their quarters.

But their endeavours were vain ; for after they had,

as a laft effort, fired five or fix guns, with more
judgment than ufual, they fubmitted ; and as the

galeon's colours were in the beginning of the

a6tion, finged off the enfign ftaff, fhe Itruck the

flandard at her main-top gallant-maft head.

This valuable prize, v;hich amounted to near

a million and a half of dollars, was called the

l^oftra Signora de Cabadonga, and was commanded
by Don Jeronimo de Mentero, a Portuguefe, who
was an officer diftinguifned by his fkill and courage.

The galeon was confiderably larger than the Cen-
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turion, and had 5:50 men, and tbirty-lix guns

mounted for action, befides twenty-eight pedreroes

in her gunwale, quarters, and tops, each of which

carried a four-pounder ball. She had fixty-feven

men killed in the action, andeighty four wounded ;

while the Centurion had only two killed, and a

lieutenant and fixteen wounded; all of whom re-

covered except one. It is inipollible to difcribe

the tranfport on board, when after their numerous
difappointments, they at laft faw their willies ac-

compliilied. But this fudden joy was on the point

of being as fuddenly damped by a molt dreadful

accident, for the gal eon had no fooner ftruck

than one of the lieutenants, coming to congratu-

late the commodore on his prize, whifpered him,

that the Centurion was dangeroufly on fire near

the powder room. Mr. Anfon received this dread-

ful news without any apparent emotion ; and^

taking care not to alarm his people, gave the

necelTary orders for extinguifhing the fire ; which
was happily done in a Ihort time, though its

appearance at firft was extremely terrible. Some
cartridges had been blown up by accident between
decks, and the blalt had communicated its flame

to a quantity of oakum in the after-hatch -way,

near the powder-room, where the fmoak of the

oakum occalioned the apprehenlion of a more
extended and dreadful conflagration, and even the

hopes of avoiding its fury, by efcaping on board
the prize had vaniflied ; for, at the fame inftant,

the galeon fell on the ftar-board quarter of the

Centurion, though fhe was happily cleared with-

out doing or receiving any confiderable damage.
Before night, Mr. Saumarez, the commodore's

firit lieutenant, fent all the SpaniOi prifoners on
board the Centurion, except fuch as were thought
moft proper to be retained to aflift in navigating
the galeon, when Mr. Anfon learned from fome
of the prifoners, that the other Manilla Ihip v^-hich
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he had the year before kept in the harbour of Aca-

J

piilco, had fet fail much earlier than ufual, and"!

had probably reached the port of Manilla fome*^

time before the Centurion arrived off Cape Efpiritu

Santo; fo that, notwithftanding Mr. Anfon's pre?

fent fuccefs, he had reafon to regret his lofs of

time at Macao which had prevented his taking

both thefe rich prizes.

The commodore ordered the treafure to be im-

mediately removed into the Centurion, and was
under much concern about fecuring the prifoners,

their numbers cmiounting to double the number
of his own men: which being done the commo-
dore refolved to turn to the river of Canton ; and,

on the nth of July, came to an anchor off the

city of Macao.
The particulars of the cargo of the galeon were

by this time afcertained ; and (he was found to

have on board 1,31^,843 pieces of eight, and

35^682 oz. of virgin filver, belides fome cochineal,

and a few other commodities; whence it appears

that the whole treafure taken from the Spaniards

by the Centurion, was not much fhort of 400,000!.

independant of the ihips and merchandize which flie

had either burned or deftroyed ; which amounted
to above 6oo,oool. more : fo that the whole damage
done the enemy by Mr. Anfon's fquadron exceeded

a million fterling, befides the great expence of

the court of Spain in fitting out Pizarro, and the

lols of the men of war employed in that expedii

tion.

On the 14th of July, the Centurion caft anchor!

fliort off" Bocca Tigris, which is a narrow pafTagej

that forms the mouth of that river, and propofec

to run through it the next day as far as Tiger"

ifland, where there is a very fafe road: but while

the Centurion and her prize were thus at anchor,

a boat was fent by the mandarine, who commands
the forts at Bocca Tigris, to enquire what the
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fhips were, and whence they came. Mr. Anfon
, told the officers, that his own fhip was a man of

I war belonging to the king of Great-Britain, and
the other a prize he had taken. That he was
going into Canton river to (helter himfelf againft

;
the approaching hurricanes, and that he fliould

I

fail for England as foon as the monfoon fhifted.

j
The officer then defired an account of his force,

;
which he was to fend to the governor of Canton;
but being told that there were in the Centurion
between there and four hundred barrels of powder,

land four hundred firelocks, he (hrugged up his

j
Ihoulders, and appeared terrified at the bare re-

I

cital, faying. That no fhips ever came into Can-

!

ton river armed in that manner, and feemed
amazed at Mr. Anfon 's expe6ting to be .exempted
from all the duties paid to the Emperor by the
fhips that enter his ports; and it is fuppofed that

he gave private direftions to the Chinefe pilot

not to carry the commodore through the Bocca
Tigris.

The narrow pafTage, called the Bocca Tigris, is

little more than mulket-lhot over, and formed by
two points of land, on each of which there is a fort

:

that on the ftarboard fide being a battery on the
water's edge, with eighteen embrafures, but no
more than twelve iron cannon mounted, which
feemed to be four or fix pounders. The fort on
the larboard fide is a large caftle, fituated on a high
rock, and did not appear to be furnifiied with more
than eight or ten cannon, which did not feem to

exceed fix pounders, Thefe defences the Chinefe

had imagined fufficient to prevent an enemy from
forcing his way through, but would have been in-

capable of giving any obftrudlion to Mr. Anfon 's

paflTage. However, the pilot, after the Chinefe
officer had been on board, refufed at firft to take

charge of the fliip, without leave from the forts;

l?ut, it being neceiTary to get through without
VOL. III. F f
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delay, for fear of the bad weather, which was
hourly expe6!ed, the commodore weighed on the

15th, ordered the pilot to carry him by the forts,

and threatened him, that if the fhip ran a-ground,

he would inftantly hang him up at the yard-arm.

Upon which the pilot, terrified by thefe threats,

carried the fhip fafely through the forts, not at-

tempting to difpute the paflage. The poor pilot,

however, did not efcape the refentment of his

countrymen ; for, on his going on fliore, he was
fent to prilon, and rigoroufly difciplined with a

bamboo. He, however, afterwards went to Mr.
Anfon, to defire fome reward for the chaftifement

he had fuifered, of which he bore very evident

marks; when Mr. Anfon pitying h;s fufferings,

gave him a handfome recompence. The manda-
rine who commanded the forts was alfo initantly

turned out of his place, and carried to Canton,

where it was expe6led that he would be feverely

punilhed, for fulFering the Ihips to pafs by.

On the 1 6th of July Mr. Anfon fent his fecond

lieutenant to Canton with a letter to the viceroy,

to inform him of the reafon of the Centurion's

putting into that port, and that the commodore
propofed to pay his excellency a vifit. The lieu-

tenant had a very civil reception, and was promifed

that the next day an anfwer Ihould be fent to the

commodore. Mean while Mr. Anfon gave leave

to feveral of the officers of the galeon to go ta

Canton, on a promife of their returning in two
days. When thefe prifoners got thither, they

were fent for and examined by the regency ; upon
which they had the honefty to declare, that, as the

kings of Great Britain and Spain were at war,

they had propofed to take the Centurion, and,

with that view, had bore down upon her ; but that

the event had been contrary to their hopes. And
being afterwards queftioned as to their ufage on
board, they frankly acknowledged, that the com-
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modore had treated them much better than they

believed they Ihould have treated him had he fallen

into their hands This conteHion trom an enemy
had great weight with the Chineie, wno had hi-

therto conlidered Mr. Anfon rather as a lawlefs

free-boocer, than as onecommiilioned by the ftate

for tlie revenge of public injuries. But now chang-

ing their opinion, they conlidered hnn as a very

important perfon. In the examination there were
two circumftances, which, in the opinion of the

Chinefe, appeared extremely lingular; the man-
darines therefore afked the Spaniards, how they

came to be overpowered by fo inferior a force, and
how it happened, lince the two nations were
at war, they were not put to death when they fell

into the hands of the Englifli .? To the firft of thefe

queibons the Spaniards anfwered. That though
they had more men than the Centurion, yet Ihe

being fo'iely intended for war, was greatly fuperior

in the lize of her guns, and in many other articles,

to the galeon, which was a veiTel fitted out prin-

cipally for trade: and as to the fecond inquiry,

they obferved, that amongfi: the nations of Europe,
it was not cuftomary to put thofe to death who fub-

mitted, though they readily acknowledged that

the commodore, from the natural bias of his tem-

per, had treated both them, and thofe of their

countrymen, who had been formerly in his power,

with very unufual courtefy, much beyond what
was expected, or than was required by the cuftoms

eftablilhed between nations at war. With thefe

replies the Chinefe were fully fatisfied, and from
them entertained very favourable fentiments of

the commodore.
In the morning of the 20th of July three man-

darines, with a vaft retinue, in a great number of

boats, came on board the Centurion, and delivered

to the commodore an order from the viceroy of

Canton, for a daily fupply of provilions, and for
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pilots to convey the Ihips up the river as far as the

fecond bar. They alfo delivered him a melTage

from the viceroy, in anfwer to his letter ; in which
he defired to be excufed from receiving the com-
modore's vifit during the excellive heat of the wea-
ther, but that he fliould be glad to fee him in Sep-

tember.

The mandarines having delivered their meflage,

began to talk to the commodore on the duties to

be paid by his (hips ; but he immediately let them
know, he would never fubmit to any demand of

that kind, and that as he did not come to trade

with them, he could not be deemed within the

meaning of the emperor's orders : and added, that

no duties were ever demanded of men of war by
nations accuftomed to receive them, and that he
was exprefsly forbid, in the orders he had received

from his mafter, to pay any acknowledgment for

his fhip's anchoring in any port whatever.

The mandarines then obferved, that they had
another affair to mention, and foiicited him to

releafe the prifoners he had on board the galeon,

obferving, that the viceroy of Canton apprehended
that the emperor his mafter would be difpleafed, if

he fhould be informed that perfons who were his

allies, and carried on a great commerce with his

fubje6ls, were under confinement in his domi-
nions. But though Mr. Anfon was extremely
defirous of getting rid of the Spaniards, he at firft,

to enhance the favour raifed fome difficulties, but
at laft fuffering himfelf to be prevailed on, he told

the mandarines, that to (liew his readinefs to

oblige the viceroy he would releafe the prifoners,

whenever they would order boats to fetch them off.

This affair being thus adjufted, the mandarines
departed. A few days after two Chinefe junks
were fent for them, when the commodore difmifled

them all, and as they were carried to Macao,
allowed them eight days provilions for their fub-

fiftence while they ff^-^
"'" " ' -
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Though the commodore found no difficulty in

purchafing provifions for the daily confumption of

his men, yet he was under much perplexity about

laying in fuch a large quantity, both of provifions

and naval ftores, as would be necefTary to carry

him to England. There were indeed people at

Canton who had engaged to fiariifli him with bif-

cuit, and whatever elfe he wanted ; but after being

affured from day to day that all was ready, and
would be immediately lent on board, he had the

vexation to be informed, that no order had been

procured from the viceroy to furnifh him with

naval ftores, that there was no bifcuit baked, nor

any of the articles which had been promifed him
in readinefs.

It is, perhaps, impoffible to account for the in

-

fmcerity of the Chinefe in this particular. How-
ever, Mr. Anion found by experience, that in ar-

tifice, falfhood, and avarice, many of the Chinefe

are fcarcely to be paralleled by any other people

!; upon earth, which will be fufficiently evident, from
the following fliameful inftances of the fraudulent

and felfilh turn of temper peculiar to that nation.

While the commodore firft lay at Macao, one of

the officers who had juft recovered from a fit of

illnefs, defired leave to take a walk every day upon
a neighbouring ifland, which he imagined would
greatly contribute to the recovery of his ftrength.

Though the commodore would have perfuaded

him from it, yet the importunity of the officer pre-

vailed, and the boat was ordered to carry him
thither ; but the fecond day of his taking this ex-

ercife he was aflaulted by a number of Chinefe,

who had been hoeing rice in the neighbourhood,
who ftruck him with the handles of their hoes, till

they had laid him on the ground incapable of re-

liftance, and then robbed him of his fword, his

money, watch, gold-headed cane, hat, fnuff-box,

ileeve- buttons, and feveral other trinkets. Mean
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while the boat's crew being without arms, at a

fmail diftance/one ot them flew on the fellow who
had the fword, and wrefting it out of his hands,

drew it, and was preparing to run fome of the

Chinefe through the body ; the officer mimediately

ordered him to defift, rhinking it more prudent to

fiibralt, than to involve his commander in a quarrel

with the Chinefe government, which was the njore

admired, as this gentleman was known to have an
uncomm.on fpirit, and to be of an liafty temper.

By this means the Chinefe recovered the fword,

and carried oiF their whole booty unmoleited. No
fooner were they gone than a Chinefe, who had

the air and appearance of a gentleman, rode on
liorfeback to the fea-iide, and by his ligns feemed

to commiferate the officer; but though he was

wonderfully officious in getting him into the boat,

he was fnrewdly fufpe6led of being an accomplice

in the robbery.

The officer, at his return, reported what had

pafied to Mr. Anfon, and he immediately com-
plained of it to a mandarine who attended to lee

the Ihipfupplied with provifions. The mandarins

found fault with the boat's going on lliore ; but

he promifed that if the robbers could be found

they fnould be punilhed ; it however plainly ap-

peared, that he would give himfeif no trouble

about them. A confiderable time afterwards, one

of the principal thieves was feen in a provilion-

boat along fide the Ihip, and orders being imme-
diately given to feize him, he was taken on board.

The robber on his firil being apprehended, ex-

prelled fuch fright in his countenance, that it

was feared he would have died on the fpot, and
the commodore declaring to the mandarine who
attended the ihip, that he would not deliver up
the robber, but would himfeif order him to be

ihot, the mandarine inflantly put olf the magifte>

rial air with vvhich he had at iirll demanded him,
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and begged his releafe in the moil abjedl terms ;

when the commodore appearing inflexible, in lefs

than two hours there came on board five or fix of

the neighbouring mandarines, who joined in the

fame intreaties, and otf'ered a large fum of money
for the fellow's liberty. While they were thus

foliciting, it was difcovered, that the moft afli-

duous mandarine, was the very gentleman who
rode up to the officer, after the robbery, and who
pretended to be fo highly difpleafed with the vil-

lainy of his countrymen. It was alfo found on
further enqun*y, that he was the mandarine of the

ifland, and had by the authority of his office, or-

dered the peafants to commit that a6i of violence.

Hence arofe his extraordinar}'^ vigilance, and from
fome cafual hints it appeared, that he and his bre-

thren, every one of whom had been privy to the

action, were terrified with the appreheniion of

being called before the tribunal of Canton, where
they would be immediately ftripped of all they
were worth. Mr. Anfon entertained himfelf for

fome time with their perplexity, rejected their

money with fcorn, appeared inexorable to their

prayers, and gave out that the robber fhould cer-

tainly be Ihot ; but at laft fulFered hirafelf to be

perfuaded, and as a favour releafed his prifoner,

though not till the mandarine had colle6ted and
returned all that had been taken from the officer,

even to the minuteft trifle.

But the avarice of the Chinefe, notwithftanding
the good intelligence which fublills between the

magillrates and the criminals, frequently prompts
them to defraud the perfons by whom they are

protected of the fhare of the pillage. A fhort time
after the above tranfaction, the mandarine atten-

dant on the fliip being relieved by another,
the commodore had loft his top-maft from his

ftern, which he had borrow^ed at Macao, and being
extremely defirous to recover it, offered a confider-
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able reward to any who would bring it again.

Soon after he was informed by the mandarine, that

fome of his attendants had found it, and delired the

cbmmodore to fend his boats for it, which being
done the mandarine's people received the reward.

But befides this, the commodore had told the

mandarine, that he would make him a prefent for

his care in directing it to be fearched for, and
accordingly gave his linguift fome money, with
orders to deliver it to the mandarine, but the

linguift being ignorant that a farther prefent had
been promifed, kept the money himfelf. How-
ever, the mandarine confiding in Mr. Anfon's
promife, took occafion one morning to admire the

lize of the Centurion's mafts, and from thence
made a digreffion to the top-maft, which had been,
loft, and afked Mr. Anfon if he had not got it

again ? Mr. Anfon foon perceived what he aimed
at, and enquired if he had not received the money
from the linguift; who finding himfelf dete<5ted,

offered to pay him immediately i but this the
mandarine refufed, having fome more important
affair m view. For the next day the linguift being

feized, was fined all he had got in the commodore's
fervice, which was fuppofed to be little lefs than
2000 dollars, and was befides fo feverely baftinado-

ed, that it was a wonder he efcaped with his life.

But when the commodore, to whom he afterwards,

came a begging, upbraided him with his folly in

rilking the fevere chaftifement, and the lofs of all

be was worth for the fake of fifty dollars, of which
he had defrauded the mandarine, he had no other

excufe to make, but crying in his broken jargon,
**^ Chinefe man very great rogue truly ; but have
fafhion no can help."

There would be no end of recounting all the

frauds, extortions, and artifices pra61:ifed by thefe

felfiih people on the commodore. As the method
of buying provifions in China is by weight, they
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iifed themoft incredible methods, to augment the

weight of what they fold to Mr. Anfon. Thus a

large quantity of fowls and ducks being bought
for the fliip's Wove, the greatelt part of them pre-

fently died, which alarmed all on board from the

apprehenfion of their being poifoned : but on ck-

amination it was found to be owing to their being

crammed with ftones and gravel to increafe their

weight ; the quantity thus forced into moft of

the ducks amounting to ten ounces in each. The
hogs bought ready killed, had water inje6led into

them for the fame purpofe, fo that a carcafe hung
up all night for the water to drain out of it, loft

above a ftone of its weight. To avoid this cheat,

the commodore bought the hogs alive, when it

•was difcovered, that the Chinefe gave them fait to

increafe their thirft, and having made them drink
great quantities of water, took meafures to prevent
their difcharging it. As the Chinefe never fcruple

eating any food that dies of itfelf, they pra6tifed

another artifice ; when the commodore firft put to

fea from Macao, they by fome fecret practices con-

trived that great part of his live ftore flioulddie in

a ihort time after it was put on board, and two
thirds of the hogs dying before the Centurion was
out of light of land, (he was followed by manyo^
the Chinefe boats, with no other view but to pick
up the carcafTes.

Towards the end of September the commodore
finding that he was deceived by thofe who had
contra6led to fupply him with fea-provifions, and
that the viceroy liad not according to his promife
invited him to an interview, found it impoflible

to furmount the difficulty he was under, without
going to Canton and viliting the viceroy, he there-

fore prepared for this expedition: the boat's crew
were clothed in an uniform drefs, refembling
that of the watermen on the Thames. They were

VOL. III. G g
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in number eighteen^ and a coxfwain ; they hsd
fcarlet jackets, and blue filk waiftcoats, the whole
trimmed with filver buttons, and had alfo lilver

badges on their jackets and caps. As it was ap-

prehended that the cuftomary duties would be

demanded by the regency of Canton for the Cen-

turion and her prize, and would, be infilled on,

previous to their granting a permiffion to vi6lual

the fhip, the commodore, who had refolved never

to eftablifh fo diflionourable a precedent, appointed

Mr. Brett to be captain of the Centurion under

him, directing him, in cafe he Ihould be detained

at Canton on account of the duties in difpute,

to deftroy the Centurion's prize, and then to

proceed down the river through the Bocca Tigris,

and to remain without that entrance tilliie received

farther orders. On the 13th of October the com-
modore continuing firm to his refolution, all the

fupercargoes of the Englifh, Danifh, and Swedifh

fiiips came on board the Centurion to accompany
him to Canton, for which city he the fame day

fet out in his barge, attended by his own boats,

and by thofe of the trading fliips, which were

lent to augment his retinue. As he pafTed by

Wampo, where the European velTels lay, he was

faluted by all of them, except the French, and
the fame evening arrived fafe at Canton.

The commodore on his arrival at that city was

vifited by the principal Chinefe merchants, who
promifed to inform the viceroy of his being at

Canton; but the next day pretended that his

excellency was fo bufy, that there was no getting

admittance to him. They then prepofrelied the

fupercargoes of the Englifli Ihips, with a fear of

being embroiled with the government, and of dif-

fering in their interefts; when, to quiet the unea-

fmefs of the fupercargoes, Mr. Anfon agreed not

to take any immediate ftep for getting admittance

to the viceroy, provided the Chinefe> who con-
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tra(5ted to furniih his provifions would let him fee

that his bread was baked, his meat falted, and his

ftores prepared with the utmoft difpatch ; but not-

withftanding the equity of thefe conditions, many
difficulties and obje6tions were urged, nor would
the ChinVfe agree to the propofal, until the com-
modore had confented to pay for every article be-

fore it was put in hand. While the {lores and
provilions were getting ready, the merchants en-
tertained Mr. Anion with accounts of their various

endeavours to procure a licence from the viceroy,

and their frequent difappointments. But at length
every thing being completed and ready to be (hip-

ped, he refolved to demand an audience of the

viceroy, as he found that without this ceremony,
it would be difficult to obtain permiffion to take

his ftores on board. Mr. Anfon therefore fent

one of his officers to the mandarine who com-
manded the guard of the principal gate of Canton,
with a letter dire6ted to the viceroy. This man-
darine received the officer very civilly, took down
the contents of the letter in Chinefe, promiling
that the viceroy ihould be immediately acquainted
with it, and that a melFage (liould be fent to the

commodore. Mr. Anfon had been under great

difficulties about a proper interpreter, but he
happily prevailed with Mr. Flint, an Englifh

gentleman belonging to the fa6tory, who fpoke
Chinefe perfe(5tly well, to accompany his officer.

He had been left at Canton when a youth, and
was upon that, and many other occalions, of fignal

fervice to the commodore.
Two days after the above letter was fent, a fire

broke out in the fuburbs of Canton. Mr. Anfon
on the firft alarm went thither to affift the Chinefe,

attended by his officers and boats crew. When
he found that it begun in a failors fiied, and that

by the flightnefs of the buildings, and the timo-

rous aukwardncfs of the Chinefe, it was getting-a?
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head ; but obferving that it was running along a

wooden cornice, which blazed iiercely, and would
foon have fpread the flame to a great diftance, he

ordered his people to begin with pulling the cor-

nice down which would foon have been executed,

but being told, that as there was no mandarine

there, who alone has a power to dire(5t: on thefe

occafions^ the Chinefe would make him pay for

whatever was pulled down by his orders, he dire6t.

ed his attendants to defift, and fent them to the

Englilh faftory, to aiiift in fecuring the company's
treafure and effects, it being eafy to forefee, that

no diftance could be a protc61:ion againft the rage

of fuch a fire, where fo little was done to put a

ilop to it. All this while the Chinefe were con-

tented with viewing it, and now and then holding

one of their idols near it, which they feemed to

expe6t would check its progrefs. At laft, however,

a mandarine came from the city, attended by four

or five hundered firemen, who made fome feeble

efforts to pull down the neighbouring houfes ; but

by this time the fire had fpread prodigioufly, and
was got amongft the merchants warehoufes. and
the Chinefe firemen wanting both ikill and fpirit,

were unable to check its fury, fo that it increafed

fo faft, that it was feared the whole city would be

deftroyed.

In this general coi>fufion, the viceroy himfelf

went thither, and a meffage was fent. to the com-
modore to entreat him to afford his affiftance, and
to let him know that he might take fuch meafures

as he thought prudent for extinguifhing the con-

flagration. Upon this, the commodore went thi-

ther a fecond time, with about forty of his people,

who in the fight of the whole city exerted them-
felves in fo extraordinary a manner, as in that

country was altogether without example. They
behaved with a boldnefs and agility peculiar to

failors, and feemed rather animated than deterred
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by the flames and buildincrs, among which they

exerted themPeives : whence by their rcfbhition and

aftivity, the tire, to the amazement of the Chinefe,

was foon extinguilhed, and the buildings being all

on one floor, and the materials ilight, the i'eamen,

notvvithftanding their daring behaviour, efcapcd

with a few inconfiderable burns and bruifes.

This fire confumed loo (hops and eleven ftreets

full of warehoufes, lb that the damage amounted to

an immenfe fum, and one of the Chinefe merciiants-,

well known to the Englilh, was fuppofed to lofe

for his own Ihare near 20o,oooi. fterling. The
principal reafon of its raging with fuch violence

was, there being hirge quantities of cam ph ire ia

many oi the warehoules, which produced a column
of white flame, and blazed up into the air to fuch

a prodigious height, that it was plainly feen on
board the Centurion, notwithftanding lier being at

leaft thirty miles diliant.

While Mr. Anfon and his people were endea-

vouring to extinguilh the fire, and the whole city

were pollefled with the terror of its becoming ge-

neral, feveral of the moft confiderable Chinefe

merchants applied to Mr. Anfon, to befeech him
to let each of them have one of his foldiers, for

fuch they ftiled his boat's crew, from the uni-

formity of their drefs, to guard their warehoufes

and dwellings, which from the dilhoneily of the

populace, they apprehended would be plundered
in the tumult. This requeft Mr. Anfon granted,

and all the men thus employed behaved much to

the fatisfaition of the merchants, who afterwards

highly applauded their fidelity and diligence.

The intrepidity of the Englilh, in putting a flop

to the fire, and their prudence and honeily where
they were employed as guards, was the general
fubjedl: of converfation among the Chinefe, and the

n-ext morning many of the principal inhabitants

v/aited on the commodore to thank him lor his af-
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city from being entirely confumed, lince they

eould never have extinguiihed the fire of them-
feives. Soon after the commodore received a mef-

Ikge from the viceroy, appointing the 30th of No-
vember for his audience, which fudden refolution

was owing to the lignal fervices performed by Mr.
Anfon and his people on this occafion.

The commodore v^as much pleafed at having his

audience fixed, fmce he was convinced that the

Chinefe government would not have come to this

determination, had they not refolved to give up
their pretenlions to the duties they claimed, and to

grant him every thing he could reafonably defire.

The commodore therefore prepared for this event,

and engaged Mr. Flint to a(?t as an interpreter in

the conference.

On the day appointed, a mandarine came to the

commodore at ten o'clock in the morning, to let

him know that the viceroy was prepared, and ex-

pe6fed him ; on which the commodore and his re-

tinue immediately fet out. At his entering the

outward gate of the city, he found a guard of 200

ibidiers, who attended him to the great parade

before the emperor's palace, where the viceroy

then refided, and where a body of troops, to the

number of 10,000, were drawn up under arms,

and being all new clothed for this new ceremony,

made a very fine appearance. The commodore,
v/ith his retinue, having paffed through the middle

of them, was condu6ted to the great hall of audi-

ence, where the viceroy was feated under, a rich

canopy in the emperor's chair of ftate, with all his

council of mandarines attending him. There was
a vacant feat, in which the commodore was placed

on his arrival, which was the third from the vice-

roy, there being only above him the chiefs of the

law and the treafury, who in the Chinefe govern-

ment precede all military officers. When the
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'commodore had taken his feat, headdrefled himfelf

to the viceroy by his interpreter, and began with

mentioning the various methods he had taken to

obtain an audience, the delays he had met with,

and the infincerity of thofe he had employed, which
had obliged him to fend his own officer with a
letter to the gate. The viceroy here interrupted

the interpreter, and bid him alTure the commo-
dore, that the firft knowledge he had of his being

at Canton, was from that letter. The commodore
then complained to him of feveral grievances fuf-

fered by the Eaft- India company from the vexa-

tious impofitions of the merchants, and inferior

cuftom-houfe officers, and at length entered upon
his own aifairs, and informed the viceroy, that this

was the proper feafon for returning to Europe.
That he wanted only a licence to Ihipoffhis pro-

vifions and ftores, which were all ready, and that

as foon as he had gotten his necellaries on board,

he intended to leave the river of Canton and fail for

England. To this the viceroy replied, that the
licence fliould be immediately ifTued, and that the

following day every thing fhould be ordered on
board ; then finding Mr. Anfon had nothing fur-

ther to inlift on, he for fome time continued the

converfation, acknowledged, in very civil terms,

how much the Chinefe were obliged to him, for

his fignal fervices at the fire, and owned that he
had faved the city from being deftroyed ; then ob-
ferving, that the Centurion had been a good while
on their coaft, he wifhed the commodore a prof-

perous voyage to Europe, after which the commo-
dore thanking him for his civility and affiftance,

took his leave.

The commodore's provifions were begun to be
fent on board, according to the viceroy's promife,
the day fucceeding the audience, and four days
after the commodore embarked for the Centurion,
and all preparations for putting to fea were purfued
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with fuch vigour, that on the 7th of December,
the Centurion and her prize unmoored, and on the

1 2th anchored before Macao, where the merchants
of that town purchafed the galeon for 6000 dollars,

which was much below her value ; but thefe mer'
chants infilled on thefe unequal terms, from their

knowing the commodore's impatience to put to

fea, and Ihe being delivered up on the 15th of

December 1743, the Centurion the fame day got

under fail, and the 3d of January (lie came to an
anchor at Prince's ifland in the Streights of Sunda,
where (he continued taking in wood and water till

the 8th, and then {landing for the Cape of Good
Hope, anchored in Table Bay on the nth of

March. This Dutch fettlement is the beft provid-

ed of any in the known world, for the refrefh-

ment of failors after long voyages. The commo-
dore continued there till the beginning of April,

highly delighted with the pi6lurefqMe appearance
of the country, the healthinefs of its air, as well

as with its extraordinary accommodations. While
he ttaid there he entered about forty new men,
and the 3d of April, 1744, having completed tak-

ing in water and provilions, put to fea. On the

19th of April, the Centurion was within fight of

the ifland of St. Helena, but did not touch at it.

In fliort, on the 15th of the fame month, to the in-

expreffible joy of the whole crew, the Centurion
came to an anchor at Spithead. Thus after a feries

of the moil" extraordinary adventures andthemoft
dreadful fcenes of dillrefs, did they encompafs the

globe in three years and nine months.



THE

VOYAGE
OF

VASCO DE GAM A,

TO INDIA.

Admiral Vafco de Gama, with three fliips under his command,

failed from Belem July the 8th, 1497, on a voyage of difcovery.

He difcovers the Eaft-Indies, and endeavours to eftablifli a

trade with the natives. After a voyage of two years and two

months he arrives fafe at Lilbon.

W E have already obferved, in the intro-

diK^tion to thefe volumes, that before the reign of
Emanuel, king of Portugal, feveral fucceflive

princes had made different difcoveries on the coaft

of Africa, as far as the Cape of Good Hope. This
laft prince intending to profecute thefe difcoveries

ftill farther, caufed three Ihips to be equipped for

that purpofe, and gave the command of them to

Vafco de Gama, a nobleman of great abilities,

whom he raifed to the rank of admiral. Theie
fhips were the St. Gabriel, the admiral's fliip ; the
St. Raphael, under the command of Paul de
Gama, the admiral's brother ; and the Berrio,

commanded by Nicholas Coella, in all which were
110 more than 160 men. Thefe fliips, attended by
a bark laden with provifions, failed from Belem 011

the 8th of July, 1497, and after being expofed to

continual ftorms, in which they frequently gave
themfelves over for loft, entered a large bay, which
the men called Angra de Santa Elena, or the Bay

VOL. III. H h
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of St. Helena, from their firft feeing it on that

Saint's day.

The inhabitants of this ifland were blacks, fmall

of ftature, and ill favoured. When they fpoke

it feemed as if they fighed. They were clothed

with the Ikins of beafts. Their arms were oaken

ftaves hardened with fire, and pointed at the end

with the horns of beafts. They lived on roots,

fea-wolves, mews, pigeons and fea-crows, with

other beafts and birds. The admiral immediately

ordered fearch to be made for fome river; but

without fuccefs. However, they met with water

the next day, when the admiral landed, in order

to try whethei he could get any intelligence of the

diftance between that place and the Cape of Good
Hope. The admiral in his walks took a man
gathering honey, and carried him on board ; but

none of the (hip's crew underftanding him, he

was the next day well drelfed, and fet on Ihore,

which fo pleafed his countrymen, that the day fol-

lowing about fifteen of them came down towards

the ftiips, upon which the admiral went again on
fliore, carrying with him gold, pearl, and fpices,

but finding by the little notice thefe people took of

them, that they were unacquainted with them, he

gave them bells, little tin rings, and counters,

with which they feemed highly pleafed, and in

return fupplied their benefadors with plenty of

fuch provifions as the country afforded ; but this

friendly intercourfe was of iliort duration, for

Fernando Velofo, a young man, being defirous of

vifiting their towns, went to the houfes of the

natives, where he was welcomed with great hofpi-

tality, and for his entertainment they had dreffed a

feal, which difcompoling his ftomach, he rofe, and
retired with ligns of loathing and difguft, while-

the natives, inftead of oppofing his departure, at-

tended him to the (bore ; but he fufpefting their

intentions, no fooner came within hearing of his
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Companions, than he called aloud for help, when
feme of the Portuguefe landing, behaved in fuch a

manner, as to terrify the natives, who ran af-

frighted to the woods. This behaviour made thenl

confider the Portuguefe as their enemies, and there-

fore, foon after returning with their lances in their

hands, they fuddenly rulhed upon de Gama and his

officers, who were ftanding unarmed, and obliged

them to retreat on board, after having wounded
four of them, among whom was the admiral, who
received a wound in his foot, but the Portuguefe

were no fooner on board, than they revenged them-
felves with their crofs bows.

On the i6\.h of November they weighed, and
failed from St. Helena with afouth-weft wind, and
on the 1 8th in the evening came in fight of the

Cape of Good Hope, which they doubled on the

20th, founding their trumpets, and engaging in.

feveral diverfions, as expreffions of their joy. As
they coafted along the fliore, they had the profpe(5t

of a very fine country, interfperfed with woods and
lawns, abounding with numerous herds of large

and fmall cattle, and peopled with blacks, who
refembled thofe of St. Helena. De Gama, having

at length run feventy leagues beyond the cape, ar-

rived at another bay, to which he gave the name
of Angra de San Bias, near which is a fmall iiiand,

where the fliips lay to take in a fupply of water.

The land about this bay is very fertile, and abounds
with elephants and fine oxen, ufed by the natives

jnftead of horfes. There were alio a multitude of

penguins, and a prodigious number of feals.

A few days after their arrival, there appeared
about ninety of the inhabitants, fome on the fands,

and others on the mountains, upon which the ad-

miral landed with all his men well armed, and
drawing near the fliore, threw upon the land little

bells, which the negroes took up, and foms came
ft) nigh as to ixceive them out of his own hand

;
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when venturing on fhore with his men, he ex-

changed fome red night-caps for ivory bracelets.

A few days after above 200 blacks caroedown with
twelve oxen and four Iheep, and on the Portuguefe
going on Ihore, they began to play upon four

flutes, accompanied with feveral voices, which
made no difagreeable mufic. The admiral flriking

in with this humour, ordered the trumpets to found,

while his men danced along with the natives, and
thus the day pafTed in mirth and feafting. Not
long after, many more blacks, men and women,
came again with cattle, of whom the Portuguefe

bought an ox ; but perceiving fome young negroes
behind the bullies, with weapons in their hands,

the admiral fufpe6ted fome treachery, and there-

fore ordered his people to retire to a place of greater

fecurity. The blacks then went along the fhore,

keeping pace with the boats till they came to the

place where the Portuguefe had landed, and then

joined themfelves in a body, as if they intended to

flght ; but the admiral being unwilling to hurt-

them, withdrew in his boats, only ordering two
brafs pieces of ordnance to be fhot off to frighten

them, at which they were fo terrified, that they

ran away in confufion, leaving their v.'eapons be-

liind; but afterwards fending fome of his men on
iliore to ere6l a pillar, on which was the king of

Portugal's arms and a crofs, the negroes pulled it

down before their faces.

De Gama left this place on the eighth of No-
vember, and foon after met with a dreadful ftorrri.

On Chriftmas day they faw land, which for that

reafon they called it Tierra de Natal. After this

they came to a river called De los Reyes, or. Of
the Kings, from its being firft feen on the day of

Epiphany. Here de Gama left two men to inform
themfelves of whatever was worthy of notice in

the country, and to give him an account of what
|hey learned at his return. For this purpofe he
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he had fome malefa6tors with him, whofe punifti-

meiits were changed for thefe dangers. Here he

dealt for fome ivory and provilions, fo much to

the fatisfa6tion of the blacks, that their king came
on board.

On the nth of January again drawing near

land, the men went in their boats along the coaft;

to take a view of it, when they faw a great num-
ber of men and women, who appeared to be quiet

and civil people. The admiral then fent one of

his men who was well verfed in the languages of

Africa, attended by another perfon, to pay his

refpe6ls to the king, who received them with great

civility, and difmilfed them with prefents. In

return the admiral fent his majefty a red jacket, a

pair of ftockings, and a cap of the fame colour,

with a copper bracelet, which he received with
pleafure, and in return promifed to give the pcr-

ibn who brought this preientany thing his country
afforded, and invited the gentleman and his com-
panion to his town. De Gama having given him
leave, this gentleman whofe name was Alonzo,
went forward with the king, whole fubjedts be-

holding him on the road in his new habit, clapped
their hands with figns of joy and admiration, On
their entering the town, the king went round it,

to give the inhabitants an opportunity of behold-

ing his finery, and then taking Alonzo, to his

houfe, fupped with him upon a hen and boiled

millet. Here many of the negroes came to fee

Alonzo and his attendant, and the next day they
were fent back with fome blacks loaded with hens
for the admiral, who returned them thanks, and
called the place. The Land-of Good-Peopie.
The houfes of the town were all of ilraw, and

pretty well furniihed ; the females were more
numerous than the males, for among twenty men
there were forty women. On their arms and legs

they wore copper bracelets, and pieces of copper
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in their hair. Their weapons were long bows,
with arrows and darts pointed with iron, daggers
with hilts of pewter and Iheaths of ivory. They
were fofond of linen, that they gave a large quan-
tity of copper for a Ihirt, and fo tra6lable, that

they brought water to the boats from a river called

Cobio, a quarter of a mile diftant from the place

where the Portuguefe took in water.

Departing from thence on the 15th of Januaryj,

they proceeded along a low coaft, full of very large'

and lofty trees, as far as Cape Corientes, or the

Cape of Currents, proceeding fifty leagues beyond
Sofala, without feeing that city. On the 24th
they entered the mouth of a very large river, up
which de Gama, with feveral of the men, proceed-

ed in their boats ;* the land was low like the

former, and abounded in tall trees, loaded with
a variety of fruits, and proceeding farther they
found feveral boats with fails made of palm. The
Portuguefe were encouraged at feeing thefe people,

who underftood fomething of failing, a circum-
ilance which they had not met with before on
all thefe coafts ; the natives came in their boats

to the fhips without fear orhefitation, and behaved
to the Portuguefe with as much familiarity, as if

they had been old acquaintance. They were of a
good fize, but went naked, with only a piece of

linen cloth hanging down before. The admiral

treated them kindly, gave them fmall bells and
other toys, and talked with them by iigns ; for

none on board underftood their language. They
afterwards returned in their boats with others,

bringing provifions, and more of the natives came
along the water-fide, among whom were fome
pretty women drelTed like the men, each of whorn
had three holes in her lips, in which were three

bits of tin ; and thefe took fome of the Portuguefe

* This country is now called Cuama.
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with them to make merry at a neighbouring tov/n,

where they got their water.

On the third day two perfons of rank came in

their boats to vifit the admiral. Thefe had their

aprons larger than the reft, and one of them wore
on his head an handkerchief wrought with filk,

and the other a green fattin cap. De Gama gave
them a courteous reception, invited them to eat,

and gave them apparel with other things ; but
they feemed by their looks to fet no value on them.

However, it appeared from certain ligns made by
a young man, that they were of a diftant country,

and had feen as large iliips as thofe they were in ;

and when they were landed, they offered fome
pieces of calico to fale. De Gama rejoiced at thefe

happy tokens, and all on board were elevated with

hopes of foon reaching the treafures of India,

wherefore, the admiral called this. The River-of-

Good-Signs, and ereded a pillar on which was
carved a crucifix, and under it th-e arms of Portu-
gal. Here they alfo refitted their (hips, and en-

deavoured to cure their men, who were fick of the
fcurvy.

They failed from hence on the 24th of January,
and on the firft of March defcried four iflands

;

from one of which came feven or eight fmall boats
that followed the fliips, the men calling out and
making figns to induce them to ftay for them. As
foon as they were at anchor, the boats came up
with feveral people of a good ftature, and dark
complexion, clothed with ftriped calico of feve-

ral colours, which fome wore ciofe to their knees,

and others on their iboulders like cloaks; their

heads being covered with linen turbans wrought
with filk and gold. They had fwords and daggers
like the Moors, and brought with them mulical
inftruments called fack-buts. On their coming
on board they difcourfed in Arabic, and the Ad-
miral having ordered an entertainment to be pro-



248 DE GAMA's DISCOVERY OF

vided for them, they eat and. drank heartily,

during which he dcfired to know the name of the

ifland, together with the manners and cuftoms
of the inliabitants, and the exacl diftance from
thence to India; to which they replied, that the

ifland was called Mofambique, and was fubje^t

to the King of Quiloa, that there was a town in

it full of merchants who traded to India for fpices,

precious Hones, and other commodities ; they let

him know that he had already palFed by the coun-

try of Sofala, which abounded with gold, informed
him of the diftance from thence to Calicut, and
offered to fteer the fliips into the harbour, which
was immediately complied with.

The town of Mofambique Hands in 15^ fouth

latitude, and the country, which is rendered un-

healthy by its numerous marlhes, was inhabited

by blacks, who lived in huts made of clay, and
thatched with ftraw; but a great number of fhips

reforted thither for the convenience of trade,

though at this time the power and wealth of the

ifland were chiefly engrofled by the Arabian mer-

chants, who ufed veirels faftened together with

wooden pegs, inftead of nails, and the fails were

of mats made of palm-tree leaves. Thefe Ara-

bians made ufe of the compafs ; had fea charts

that were tolerably accurate, and were furniflied

with feveral aftronomical inftruments.

The Sheik, and the reft of the people taking

the Portugriefe for Turks or Moors, vifited the

£rft fliip that entered the harbour, but {"oon re-

turned, becaufe there were none on board who
underftood their language; but the reft of the

fhips having entered the harbour, the Sheik fent

them prefents and provifions, defiring leave to

come on board, and in return De Garaa fent him
red hats, fliort gowns, coral, brafs bafons, hawks
bells, and other things, which he made flight

of, afking what they were good for, and why the
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admiral did not fend him fcarlet? De Gama to

prepare againft his coming, ordered all the fick

men to be kept out of light, and thofe that were

perfe6tly well in the reft of the (hips to be fent

to his, where they were put under arms. The
jflieik appeared richly drelFed ; he was tall, lean,

and dreried in a kind of (hirt, which hung down
to his heels, and over it had ^a kind of loofe veft

of Mecca velvet. On his head he wore a filk

cap of various colours, trimmed with gold, and
at his girdle, a fword and dagger, the hilt of

the former fet with diamonds, and his feet were

covered with filk llioes. He was attended by armed
men, with drums and ivory trumpets. The ad-

miral received him at the entrance of the fhip,

and condu6led him with fome of his people into

the cabbin, while the reft remained in the boats.

De Gama apologized for his not fending him fcarlet,

aduring him he had brought none with him. The
fheik and his company eat and drank very heartily ;

alked, whether they were Turks, which he fup-

pofed they were, from the whitenefs of their com-
plexion, and defired a fight of their bows, and
of the books of their law. The admiral anfwered,

that he came from the Weft, and belonged to a

great kingdom bordering upon Turkey; but had
no books of their law with them. He ftiewed them
fome crofs bows, which were fiiot off before him,

and fome armour that greatly raifed his admiration.

At this meeting De Gama had intelligence that

the diftance from thence to Calicut was 900 leagues,

and that it was neceffary for him to take a pilot

from that country, to condu(5l him thither. Upon
this he defired the ftieik to fupply him with two
pilots, which he readily granted, and returned
with them the next day ; v^^hen the pilots confenled
to undertake the voyage, upon his giving each
of them thirty crowns and a coat, and one of

VOL. m, I i
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them was to remain conftantly on board, white

they ftaid in the harbour.

This harmony was, however, but of Ihort con-

tinuance ; for the ftieik or governor, no fooner

difcovered the Portuguefe to be chriftians, than

his friendfhip was converted into averfion, and he
began to lay fchemes for deftroying De Gama and

leizing the fliips. The Portuguefe were infulted

by the populace, and a plot was laid for the admi-

ral's life, which he had the happinefs to difcover •

one of the pilots made his efcape, and fome of the

people who went on fhore, in order to wood and
water, were attacked by feven veflTels, and would
have been deftroyed had not their companions in

the other boats, come in time to their affiftance,

and by pouring in a volley of fliotmade the aggref-

fors fly with the utmoft precipitation. However
the fhips being in want of water, the admiral en-

tered the harbour of Mofambique a fecond time,

and fending the boats, took it away by force,

while the moors kept at a diftance for fear of the

ordnance.

On the 24th of March one of the natives brav-

ing the fleet from the fhore, the admiral to revenge

this infult, and the other injuries he had fulFered,-

manned out the boats, in which he caufed fome
ordnance to be placed, and after driving a body
of men from the fliore who came to oppofe his land-

ing, and taking a few of them prifoners, among
whom one of them happened to be a pilot, he de-

ftroyed the town with his great guns, and obliged

the inhabitants to fiy into the country.

De Gama finding that his ftaying longer here

would be attended with great danger, now fleered

to another ifland at four miles diilance, and from
thence failed to Quiloa ; but being forced by con-

trary winds and tempeftuous weather to return, an
Arabian, with his fon defired to be carried to

Melinda, in his way to Mecca, from whence he
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came as a pilot, to which the admiral readily con-

fented, his brother having feized another pilot at

Mofambique ; the weather no fooner became fa-

vourable, than they again put out to Tea, and
proceeded to Mombalfa, a city which the pilots

obferved was chiefly inhabited by chriftians.

They arrived at that city on the 27th of April ;

but as the fliips lay without the bar, a bark ap-

proached them in the night, with about 100 men
m Turkilh habits, armed with fcimitars and buck-

lers, and would have boarded them, had they not

been prevented by the admiral's giving orders

that no more than four (hould be admitted. Thefe
four feemed by their drefs to be above the common
rank, and thefe he obliged to lay afide their arms
before they came, excufing his precaution by
obferving, that he was a ftranger to the coaft.

He, however, entertained them in a very hand-

fome manner, on which they told him that the

king being informed of his arrival, had fent them
with compliments of congratulation, and promif-

€d to load his fhips with fpices ; obferving that

there were many chriftians on the ifland, which
agreeing with the report of the pilots, he readily

believed what they told him. The next day the

king fent to compliment the admiral, and made
him a prefent of fruit. Thefe deputies told him
there were many chriftians in the place, and that

thev themfelves were of that number. Thev advif-

ed him to approach the city, and come to an
anchor in the harbour, where the king could more
conveniently give the Portuguefe frefli proofs of

his inclination to ferve them. The admiral be-

lieving them to be fincere, exprelTed his acknow-
ledgments, and treating them very kindly, pro-

niifed to comply with his majefty's requeft. He
feton (hore two of his exiles with prefents to the

king, who treated them with the utmoft hofpitali-

ty. and ordered fome of tiie natives to fliew thena
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the city. In their way they faw many prifoners

in irons, and were carried to the houfe of two
merchants of India, who were chriftians, after

which the king fent them back with famples of

corn and fpices, bidding them tell the admiral,

that he might have what quantity he pleafed for

gold, lilver, amber, and other commodities, at

a lefs price than any where elfe.

It was immediately refolved to accept of this

offer of fpices, and the next morning at flood they

prepared to enter the harbour ; but the admiral's

ihip linking on a fnoal, he again call anchor,

upon which, the natives who were on board went

into their boat, and at the fame inftant the two

pilots jumped into the fea, and were taken up by

the natives, who could not be prevailed upon to

return and deliver them. This naturally gave the

admiral adiftruft of the king at MombafTa, whofe

affe6ted civility was only dilTimulation ; for having

heard of what had paffed at Mofambique, he had

refolved to deftroy the Portuguefe, while the fhips

were in the harbour, and two of the perfons whom
the admiral had feized and brought from Mofam-
bique, being put to the torture, by dropping hot

bacon upon their fleih, confeffed that they had

plotted the deftru6iion of the Ihips, and that the

pilots had efcaped from the fear of its being dif-

covered.

The execution of the proje6l for deftroyingthe

Portuguefe, being thus prevented, the king im-

mediately concerted another fcheme for their de-

liru6tion, which was alfo difcovered. In the night

the watch perceiving that the cables (hook, at firll

imagined it was caufed by fome tunny fifn, of which

there are great numbers in thofe feas, till feveral

men were found fwimming about, and cutting it

with their fwords, in order that the Ihip might

run a-ground. Others had alfo got among the

tackle of the fore-maft of another fnip ; but oii
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their being difcovered, they plunged into th€ Tea,

and fwam to Ibme boats, that lay at a diltance to

receive them. The admiral being therefore con-

vinced of the treachery of thefe people, refolved to

fail immediately to Melinda.

Mombaifa is an ifland iituated near the conti-

nent, from which it is divided by a river that tails

into the fea by two mouths. The city was very

j
large, and feated upon an high rock. At the en-

trance of the port was a fmali low fort, near the

I
water. The houfes were built with Rone ; the

ceilings wrought in iigures, with a compolition

like plaifter ot Paris, and the ftreets made a good

appearance. The inhabitants were of diflbrent

j
complexions, fome being much lets fwarthy than

others. I'hey were richly drelled, efpecially the

women, who wore filk gowns, adorned with gold

and jewels. A great trade was carried on for vari-

ous forts of merchandize, and the harbour was con-

tinually full of fiiips. Here they found plenty of

provifions, as millet, rice, cattle, and fowls, which
were all very fat, and their flieep, which were very

fine, had no tails ; from the main-land were alfo

brought ivory-vv-arc and honey. The ifland was
very pleafant, and afforded excellent water. It

j
was full of orchards, and planted with oranges,

lemons, cii;rons, India figs and pomegranates.
. The admiral having got clear of the bay, left

MombaiTa on the 13th, and foon after chafed two
fambucos, or fmall pinnaces, one of which he took,

with feventeeri men on board, and a confiderable

quantity of gold and filver, and the fame day
reached Melinda, which is eighteen leagues from
Mombada, and fituated in ^°. fouth latitude. The
city is feated on the plaineft part of a rocky coaft,

and encompafled with palms, and woods of fruit-

trees, amongft which the oranges excel, on account
ipf their fize and gcodnefs. The inhabitants had

j

plenty of provifions, as millet, rice, Iheep and
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poultry^ which were very good, and remarkably
cheap. The city was large, with handfome ftreets

and houfes, built with ftone, feveral ftories high,

"with terraces on the top. The natives ot the coun-

try were very fwarthy ; they had curled hair, and
were ftrong and well proportioned. They wore
turbans v^rought with filk and gold, and from the

waift downwards were clothed with filk and cotton

Huffs, while others wore Ihort cloaks of calico;

their fwords and daggers were handfomeiy orna-

mented, they were left-handed, and being good
archers, never went without their bows and arrows.

The women were very beautiful, and were richly

dreffed in the fame manner as the men, only they
wore veils, which were laced with gold. The
ftrangers who had fettled in this city were Ara-
bians, and moft of the merchants who traded to it,

were of Cambaya or Guzerat ; thefe brought fpices,

copper, calico, and quick-filver, which they ex*

changed for gold, amber, ivory, pitch, and wax.

The king was a Mahometan, and ferved with much
greater itate than the fovereigns of the places thefe

ihips had before vifited.

De Gama rejoiced at feeing a city that had fome
refemblance to thofe of Portugal, and anchored
within a league of it. But nobody came on board

for fear of being made prifoners ; for the pinnace

the admiral had juft before taken, probably raifed

the belief of their being pirates. De Gama there-

fore ordered an Arabian prifoner who was one of

thofe he had taken in the pinnace, and had pro-

mifed to get him pilots in this place, to be fet on

a llielf over againft the city, from whence a boat

came immediately to fetch him. This man being

condu6ted to the king, he informed him, that the

admiral defired to enter into an alliance with him.

The king returned an anfwer to the admiral's fatif-

fa<5tion, with a prefent of three fheep, and a con-

fiderable quantity of oranges and fugar-canes^
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which was returned with a prefent of a hat, three

brafs bafonS;, fome fmall bells, and two icarves.

The next day De Gama proceeded with his fhips

rearer the city, and anchored by four vellels be-

longing to the Chriftians of India, where the king

fent fome perfons to vifit him, and to let him know,
that he himfelf would vifit him the next day.

In the mean time the Chriflians from the India

fhips, with the king's leave, viiited De Gama.
Thev were well proportioned, and of a brown com-
plexion. They wore long gowns of white calico ;

their beards were large, and their hair, which was
long like that of women, was plaited under their

turbans. They had fome little knowledge of the

Arabic, from their trading with the Arabs, of

whom they advifed the admiral to be upon his

guard. On feeing a pi(?ture reprefenting the virgin

Mary and fome of the Apoftles, they fell down and
worlhipped it, for which purpofe they afterwards

repaired thither every day, ridiculoufly offering to

the picture, pepper and other things.

The next day, in the afternoon, the king of

Melinda came in a large boat, drefTed in a gown
of crimfon damafk, lined with green fatin, with a

rich fcarf rolled round his head. He fat in a very
• handlbme chair, neatly inlaid with wire, on a filk

cuihion, with another by him, on which was placed

a hat of crimfon fatin. Near him flood an old

man, who held a very rich fword with a lilver

fcabbard. He was alfo attended by about twenty
of his fubjefts richly drefTed, with muficians who
played on fack-buts, and two ivory flutes, eight

fpans in length, neatly made, with a little hole in

the middle, on which they played. De Gama
went to meet the king in his boat, adorned with
flags, and attended by tvvelve of the principal per-
fons in his three fliips. After many falutations, he,

at the king's defire, went into his boat. His ma-
jelly viewed him and his men very attentively.
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afked him feveral quertioiis in relation to the couft-

try he came froQi, the name of his king, and the i

motives which had brought him into thofe feas.

Thefe queftions the admiral anlwered ; after which i

the king promifed him a pilot for Calicut, and in-

vited him to take the pleafure his palace afforded.

De Gama however excufed himfelf : but promifed

to call there at his return, and at the fame time

made his majefi:y a prefent of the prifoners he had

lately taken, at which he was highly pleafed.

The king was afterwards rowed up to the Ihips,

which he beheld with furprife, and was highly de-

lighted with the firing of the ordnance, telling the

admiral, that he never fiw any men who pleafed

him fo well as the Portuguefe, and he wifhed he

had fome of them to ailift him in his wars. At
parting the admiral allowed two men to accompany
him, and had his fon, and an ecclefiaftic, as hof-

tages for their return. The next day De Gama
and one of the captains of his fhips went with

armed boats to the ihore, to have a nearer view of

the city.

On the 2ift of April, De Gama was vilited by
a perfon of rank, and as he had not ieen any body
from the city ibr two days before, he began to be

r.neafy, and to apprehend the king's being of-

fended at his refuliDg to land, and his fufpicions

increafed, when he found that this perfon, who
came from the king, brought no pilot with him,

of which the king being informed, he immediately

fent him a Gentoo, of Guzerat. This plot, De
Faria obferves, was fo expert in navigation, that

being (hewn an aftrolabe, he took little notice of

it, as being ufed to more confiderable inftruments,

and it is faid that De Gama found a compafs, charts,

and quadrants, in ufe upon thefe coafts.

De Gama fet fail from Melinda on the 2 2d of

April, and refolved now to quit the fhores, which

he had hitherto coafted. and trull himfelf in the
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main ocean, under the condu6l of this fkilful pilot.

In this run he had remarkably good weather, and
crolied the great fea of 700 leagues, which lies be-

tween Africa and the hither peninfula of India, in

twenty-three days. On tht? 17th of May they faw

land, and on the 20th the'pilot perceived the moun-
tains of Calicut, and imnlediately informing the

admiral, the latter was fo tranfported with joy,

that he made an entertainment for the whole crew,

and foon after came to an anchor in an open road

, two leagues below Calicut.

On the 20th of May, 1498, the admiral came to

anchor on the coaft of Malabar, about two leagues

fiom Calicut, and foon after ieveral fifhermen in

their boats rowed up to the fleet, greatly admir-

ing the Ihips. They were of a brown complexion
and naked, except a fmall piece of linen which
hxmg before. De Gama gave thefe people a

courteous reception, and bought fome of their iifti,

after which they condu6ted him nearer to Calicut,

where he cad anchor without the bar, and imme-
diately f^ht one of his banilhed men on iliore in

one of the fiiliermen's boats, to get intelligence of
the place, and to form fome knov/ledge of the

manner in which he fliould be received. The
people immediately thronged about this ftranger

;

afked the filhermen many queftions, and were
greatly furprized at his drefs, which was fo unlike

that of the Arabs who came from the freights of
Mecca. They, hovvever, carried him to the houfe

of two Moors, one of whom called Bontaibo, could
fpeak Spa nidi, and knowing him to be a Portu-

.

guefe, allied. What brought him thither.?^ and
many other queftions of the like kind, which being
anfwered, Bontaiba faid that he was acquainted
with the Portuguefe at Tunis, whence he came ;

but could not conceive how any Portuguefe ihips

could come thither. He then gave the man fome
VOL. in. K k
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refreffement, and went with liim to fee the admi-
ral, whom he no fooner faw, than he cried aloud
in Spanilh, "^"^ Good luck! good luck! Many
'^ rubies, many emeralds ! Thou art bound to
'' give God thanks for bringing thee where there
''' are all forts of fpices and precious ftones, with
^' all the riches in the world."

The admiral and thofe who were with him were:

fo furprifed at meeting with one who could fpeak

their language, fo far from home, that tears of

joy ftarted into their eyes. De Gama embraced:
Bontaiba, and making him fit dojA^n, feated him-

felf by him, and afked if he was a chriftian ; and-

how he came to Calicut? Bontaiba anfwered, that

He was indeed a chriftian, and had been chief con-

tra^ior for the warlike ftores which king Ferdinand
had purchafed at Tunis ; and that he had arrived

at India by the way of Cairo. He concluded with
obferving, that as he had on all occafions been a

friend to the Portuguefe, be would now continue

to promote their defigns to the utmoft of his power.

De Gama thanked him heartily, and promifed to

reward him nobly for whatever fervice he lliould

do him, declaring, that he was overjoyed at meet-

ing with fuch a friend, and believed God had fent

him thither before him to give fuccefs to his voy-
age. He then aiked Bontaibo feveral queftions

I'elating to the fovereign of Calicut, to .which he
replied, that he was a prince of a very good dif-

pofition, and he did not doubt but he would gladly

receive the admiral as ambafTador from a foreign

king, efpecially, if he came to fettle a trade, and
had brought any merchandize with him, fince the

king's revenues chiefly arofe- from the duties on
goods : that his majefty was then at Panane, a?

village fituated near the fea, five leagues from
Calicut, and that he ought immediately to fend

his majefty notice of his arrival, which the admi-

ral did, and difmiffed Bontaibo with prefentSo
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The zamorin, or emperor, being informed by

thefe meirengers, that the admiral had letters to

him from the king of Portugal, a chriftian prince,

he fent to bid him welcome, and at the fame time

ordered him a pilot to conduce him to Padarane,

where there was a good harbour for the Ihips,

with orders for the admiral to go from thence by

land to Calicut, where he would be ready to

receive him. De Gama accordingly fleered with

the (hips to Padarane, but would not enter too

';ir into the port for fear of treachery. Here an

order was fent him from the cutwal, or officer for

foreign affairs, with permiilion to land whenever

he pleafed. Upon which De Gama calling a coun-

cil, let them know that he intended to go and

fettle a treaty of commerce, and perpetual amity

with the zamorin : to this his brother alleged,

that though the zamorin and the natives, as they

then imagined, were chriftians, yet there were

many Arabs among them, who v/ere their mortal

enemies, and would be 11:111 more fo from the con-

sideration of their coming to interfere in their

trade, and therefore, as the fuccefs of the voyage

depended on his life, he thought it more advife-

able to fend fome other perfon in his Head ; and
in this opinion he was feconded by all the reft ;

but De Gama declared, that whatever happened he

was refolved to go himfelf, alleging that it was
his majefty's intereft to encourage traders, and
that he had nothing to fear, as the inhabitants

were chriftians ; but that in cafe any accident hap-

pened to him, they fhould give themfelves no con-

cern about his fafety, but lail dire6lly homewards,
to carry to the king of Portugal the news of their

having difcovered the Indies.

The next day De Gama fet out in his boat,

which was furnilhed with ordnance, attended by
twelve of his officers, with flags waving, and
irurapets founding. The cutwal waited for hina
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on fliore, attended by 200 naires, or geritlcpieii

of the country, and a multitude of people. He
"W/as received very- politely at his landing, uhere
there were two Jitters, one for him and the otiier

for the cutwal, into which having entered, they

were carried very fwittly on men's flioulders, all

the rell going on foot. At a place called Capocats,

they reited, and having dined on rice and fruit,

they entered fome boats, and failed down the riverl

De Garaa and his attendants were afterwards coa-

du6led to a large Indian temple biiiU of free-fcone,

and covered with tiles. Over the door hung feven

bells, and before itftood a pillar made of wire, as

high as the mail: of a ihip, with a weathercock of
the fame at the top. At the entrance of this

temple, they were met by four men, naked from
the girdle upwards, and from thence to the knees
covered with calico, and over the llioulder of each
uere three firings tied under the left arm. They
fprinkled the company with a fpunge dipped in a

fountain, and prefented to each, fanders-wood
powdered, to ftrew upon their heads, and with this

the Portugucfe made the fign of the crofs on their

foreheads. On the walls of this temple were many-
painted images, fome with great teeth flicking

above an inch out of their mouths, and others
with four arms, and fuch frightful faces, that the

Portuguefe began to doubt, whether it was a

chriftian church or not. In the middle was a little

round chapel, over which was a tower, built with

freefrone, with a fmaJl wire door, and Hone fiairs,

to which they afcended on the outfide by fte{>s.

In the wall oppolite to this entrance ftood an
image, Vv-hich from the darknefsof the place, could
not be diftinftly viewed, and admittance was deni-

ed to all, except the prieft, who approaching and
pointing to the figure, called aloud Maria! Maria !

when the cutwal and his attendants coming be-

fore the chapel^ fell fiat on the ground with their
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hands before them three times, and then praying

itanding, while De Gama and the rell wlio took it

for an image of the Virgm, fell on their knees and
prayed ; only one Jaaji de S^ila who liad fouie

doubt, faid as he was kneeling, '' If this be the
*^' devil, I worlhip God," vvhicn made De Gama,
and the reft of the Fortugiiefe hniie.

They now walked in proceliion towards the pa-

lace, followed by a prodigious nrultitude of peo])ie;

but at their entering the city, the prefs was ^o

great, that they were alnioil ftifled, and could

fcarce move forward, which obliged the cutwai to

fake them into a houfe, where his brother, who
was a perfon of great diftinclion, met him with

fevcral naires, who were fent by the zamorin to

conduct DeGama to court. Thefe were preceded

by trumpetF. and fack buts, and one of the naires

had a fmall piece of ordnance which he difchargcd

from time to time. After the coming of the cut-

wal's brother, the people fell behind with as much
^

rcfpe6l', as if the zamorin had been there in perfon.

\ They were now attended by at lead 3000 men in

5 arms, and De Gama was highly plealed with the

manner of his reception ; for turning to thole wlio

I
were with him, he faid, '^ They little think in

^
*' Portugal what honour is done us here."

An hour before fun-fet they arrived at the za-

i

morin's palace, which was very large, and made
an handfome appearance, it being furrounded with
a variety of trees, and accominodated with de~

lightful gardens, adorned with fountains. At
,the palace gate they were received by feveral of the

j

grandees, who conduced them through five large

I

courts, with gates to each, attended by ten porters,

\ who were obliged to lay about them with their

flicks to clear the way, and on their approaching
the audience chamber, were met by the king's chief

:

bramin, a little old man, who embraced De Gama,

I

^nd condu6lcd them ail in, but the people preiled(
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fo violently to get in with them, in order to fee

the zamorio, that feveral were fqueezed to death,

and this had like to have been the fate of two of
the Portuguefej had not the porters laid on un-
mercifuiiy to make room for them.
The hail into which the Portuguefe were con-

ducted, was fet round with feats, riling one above
another in the manner of an amphitheatre; the

floor was covered with a rich carpet, and the walls

hung with filk tapeftry interwoven with gold.

The zamorin, who v»as of a brown complexion,
lufty, and advanced in years, lay reclined upon a

fopha covered with white filk wrought with gold,

with a rich canopy over his head. He wore a Ihort

coat of fine calico, adorned with branches and
rofes of beaten gold- It was buttoned with large

pearls, and the button-holes were of gold thread;

about his v;aift was a piece of white calico, which
reached to his knees. On his head was a mitre

adorned with jewels ; in his ears werejewels of the

fame kind, and both his toes and lingers fparkled

with diamond rings. His arms and legs were
Fiaked, and adorned v/ith gold bracelets ; and, in

fnort, his perfon was graceful, and his air noble
and majeitic. Near him (tood a gold bafon on an
high itand, out of which one of his attendants

ferved him with betel, which he chewed with fait

and arece, an apple no bigger than an hazel-rkit.

There was another gold vellel for the king to fpit

in, and a gold fountain with water to wafli his

mouth. All prefent held their left hand before

their mouths that their breath might not reach the

zamorin, before whom it is reckoned offenfive to

fpit or fneeze.

On De Gama's approaching the zamorin, he

according to the cullom of the country, bowed his

body three times, with his hands above his head ;

his majefty looked upon him with complacency ;

but returned his falute in fo flight a manner^ that
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the motion of his head could fcarcely be perceived,

then making ligns to him to advance, he caiifed

him to be ieated near him, and the relt entering

and bowing in the fame manner, he gave orders

for their being feated oppolite to him, and water

to be brought for them to cool their hands, it

being very hot though in v^inter. He then or-

dered a collation of iigs and jakas to be brought
in, and on their calling for water to drink, a gold
cup with a fpout was brought them, when being

informed that the Malabars reckoned it indecent

to touch the velFel with their lips when drinking^

they in compliance with the cuftom, held it at

fome diftance above their mouths ; but not being

ufed to that manner of receiving liquor, it either

overcharged their throats, and made them cough,
or falling on one fide, wet their clothes, which
made diverfion for the whole court.

At length the zamorin ordered De Gama, by
his interpreter, to lay his bufinefs before his of-

ficers,' who were prefent, that he might be in-

formed of it from them, upon which the admiral
let him know, that he could not v^ith honour
recede from the cuftom obferved by the chriftian

princes of Europe, which was to hear ambaffadors
themfelves, in the prefence of only a few of their

Gounfellors. The zamorin, faid, that he approved
that cuftom, and ordering De Gama to be con-
dudled into another apartment, which was like

the firft, followed by only his interpreter, his

chief bramin, his betel ferver, and the comptroller
of the houfliold. Being feated on a fopha, he
afked the admiral what country he came from,
and the occafion of his coming, to which he an-

fwered, that he was ambalFador from the king
of Portugal, the greateft monarch for power and
riches in all the weft, who having heard that there
were chriftian kings in the Indies, of whom the
king of Calicut was reported to be the chief, he
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had thought fit to fend an ambalTador to fettle

a trade and frienafhip with him, and that the

predeceiTors of the king his mafter, had for the

fpace of thrce-fcore years attea3])ted to difcover

India by fea ; but that none of his captains had
till now, been able to accotnplilh that delign. In

confirmation of the truth of what he advanced,

he promifed to produce the letters of his king

at the next audience, and obferved, that he had

orders to tell his majefty, that the king his mailer

was his friend and biother, and hoped, that if

his majefty accepted of his friendlliip, he would
fend his ambailador to Portugal to con'^rm it.

The Zamorin replied, that nothing could be

more agreeable to him than fuch an alliance, and
then aiked feveral queftions, in relation to the

king's power; the diftance between Calicut and
Portugal, and how long he had been on liis voy-

age. Thefe quehions the admiral anfwered. But
it being now late, and he chufing to lodge in a

houfe by IrinifelF, and not with either the Indians

or the Chriftians, ordered his fa61:or, who was
an Indian, to go with him, and provi'de whatever

-

he fliould have occafion for: he was alfo accom-

panied by the cutwal and his attendants, but there^

filling a heavy rain, tfiey were forced to Ihelter'

thernlelves at the factor's who would have lent'

hi'm a horfe ; but as he had no laddie, he chofe'

rather to go on foot to his lodging, whicher his

'

men had already carried his baggage.

Thus every thing feemed to offer De Gama'
the faireft profpe6f for promoting the glory and

'

advantage of his nation, but he was even now '

on the brink of feeing them ravilhed f]oni him.

Formidable rivals rofe up againft him. Mahome-
tanifm had followed the Tartars to the Indies,

when they took poiTeffion of thefe vaft countries,

and was as predominant there as Paganifm. The
declared hatred that the Muilelmans then bore
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to the Chrillians, animated them againft the Chrif-

tiansj and belides, the Arabs carrying on a very

confiderable commerce in the countries of Mogul
and Mahibar, to which they came from the coafts

of Africa, Arabia, and Perfia ; and being the

fole depofitaries of the riches of the Indies, they
brought them to Europe, whence they drew im-

menfe profits; and the fear of being fupplanted,

made them confpire the deftru6tion of the Por-

tuguefe.

The next morning the admiral refolving to

make the zamorin a prefent, fent for the cutwal

and the fa61:or to fee it. It conlifted of four

pieces of fcarlet, fix hats, four branches of coral,

a parcel of brafs, a cheft of fugar, two barrels

of oil, and two of honey. At the fight of thefe

things the fa6tor and cutwal laughed, faying,

that it was not a prefent lit for the zamorin, and
that the pooreft merchant who came to that port

gave a better. In Ihort that if he would make
a prefent it mufl: be in gold. De Gama replied,

with fome refentment, that if he had come there

to trade he would have brought gold ; but he was
no merchant, but an amballador, and that the

prefent was from himfelf, and not from the king

his mafter, who on hearing of the zamorin's

greatnefs would fend him a prefent worthy his

acceptance. They replied, that it might be fo,

but that it was cuftomary for every ftranger who
came to fpeak with the zamorin, to make him
a prefent fuitable to his dignity, and abfolutely

refuted to give their confent to its being carried

to him.

De Gama being much incenfed, told them,
that fince he could not have their conients, he
would go himfelf and fpeak to the zamorin. This
they pretended to approve ; but faid they had a

little bufinefs in the city, and defired him to ftay

till they returned, fince the zamorin would not
VOL. III. L 1
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be pleafed at his going to the palace without theml
De Gama promifed to wait for them^ but they did
not return tliat day.

Thefe officers had indeed been gained over by
the Arabs, who had received intelligence from
the coaft of Africa of what the Portuguefe had
done there, and that they came only as fpies to

difcover the ftate of the city of Calicut. Upon
which they confulted how to deftroy the admiral's

credit with the zamorin, fo as to induce him to

feize his ihips, and deftroy all the men. The
principal perfons among the Arabs repaired to

the zamorin, and cautioning him not to be de-

ceived by his new guefts, alTured him, that he
was no ambalTador, but a pirate, who had com-
mitted the greateft outrages at Mofambique, Mom-
balTa, Melinda, and other places on the coaft of

Africa, of which they had obtained intelligence

from their factors. They alfo got the cutwal,

who was in great credit with the zamorin, to

fecond their attempt, by alleging the poornefs of

the prefent, as a proof of De Gama's being no
ambafTador. Mean while they went to the ad-

miral's lodging, under the pretence of giving
him their friendly advice, and particularly recom-
mended his making a prefent,^ in order to induce
him to Ihew them what he had prepared, that

they might have an opportunity of undervaluing
it. He accordingly let them fee it, when they
told him, that the fadior and cutwal had reafon'

to be difpleafed with it, and advifed him not to

lend it, left the zamorin lliould think he did it

to affront him. Bontaibo was of the fame mind,
and wondered how he could be fo poorly provided.

When De Gama being mortified at thefe fpeeches,

which he thought proceeded from friend (hip, al-

leged the fame excuie he had made the cutwal.

This officer and the fador did not come near the

admiral till the next day in the afternoon; and on .I
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his refenting their treatment, turned tbedifcourfe

upon other fubje6ls, and took him with them to

court. As the zamorin's mind had been much
changed by the reprefentation that had been made
to him, he kept De Gama waiting three hours, and
when he was admitted, told him with a look of

anger, that he had waited for him all the day be-

fore. De Gama being unwilling to mention the

true caufe, left it fhould introduce the fubjeft of

the prefent, alleged in his excufe, that he had
been fatigued with his journey. But the zamorin,

immediately afl^Lcd how it could happen, that if he
came am baffador from fo great and rich a prince,

as he faid his mafter was, he brought no prefent

from him, and that he could not tell what to make
•of an embalTy of friendfliip, without fuch a necef-

fary credential. De Gama made the old apology,

adding, that his majefty might be fare that his

fovereign would fend him a noble prefent, in cafe

he lived to carry back the news of his difcovery.

The zamorin then demanded whether his mafter
fent him to difcovcr ftones or men j if the latter,

added he, why did he fend me no prefent by you.
But fince, fays he, you have brought me none, I

hear you have a St Mary in gold, and defire I may-
have that. De Gama, a little confounded at his

demand, replied, that the image he was told of
was not of gold, but wood gilt ; but as it had pre-

ferved them at fea, he defired to be excufed from
parting with it. To this the zamorin made no an-
iwer, but afked for the letters, ©ne of which was
written in Portuguefe, and the other in Arabic.

De Gama fufpe6ling the integrity of the kings
interpreter, defired he might have thofe who were
-Chriltians ; but none being to be found, he pro-

pofed Bontaibo for one, who read the letter aloud,

and as it was the zamorin's intcreft to encourage
the refort of merchants to his dominions, he
ieeraed very well pleafed with the letter, and af-
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fuming a more friendly countenance, began to

enquire about the commodities of Portugal, of

which De Gama immediately gave him an account,

adding, that he brought famples of them all to

fhew his majefty. He then delired that he would
permit him to go on board to fend them on (liore,

and offered to leave four or five of his men behind

till his return. The zamorin replied, there was
no neceility for his men's Itay, and that he might
bring his merchandize on fliore, and fell them to

the bell advantage.

The next day the cutwal fent De Gama a horfe,

but being without furniture, he defired that inftead

of it he might have an open chair, which was lent.

In this he let out for Pandarane, accompanied by
feveral naires. The Arabs now finding the ad-

miral was going to his fhips, and apprehending
that he Vv'ould not come any more on lliore, haf-

tened to the cutwal, who ftaid behind in Calicut,

and by a large bribe prevailed on him to purfue De
Gama, and detain him prifoner, that they might
have an opportunity of killing him, promifing to

obtain his pardon of the zamorin for a6fing con-

trary to his orders. The cutwal therefore let out,

and having overtaken De Gama, aiked him why
he was in fuch hafte, and if he was running away;
to which he anfwered, that he was running away
from the heat. On their arrival at Pandarane,

the admiral demanded a boat to go on board ; but

the cutwal earneftly diffuaded him, on account of

the diftance of the Ihips, and its being dark, and
at the fame time gave private orders to the boat-

men to keep out of the way, by which means he

was obliged to ftay all night ; but in the morning
the cutwal, inftead of bringing a boat, defired hiai

to order his fliips nearer to Qiore. De Gama, how-
ever, infifted that he would give no fuch order,

lince that would make his brother conclude that

he was detained a prifoner, upon which he would
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return to Portugal without him. The cutwal then

replied in an imperious tone, that if he would not

do what he demanded, he ihouid not go on board.

De Gama threatened to complain to the zamorin,

when the cutwal told him that he might go and

make his complaint, but at the fame time or-

dered the doors of his lodging to be kept fliut, and

feveral naires to Hand guard with their drawn

fvvords, while others were placed without to op-

pofe the Portuguefe, in cale they fhould attempt

to break them open. Fear, however, reftrained

the cutwal from laying violent hands on the admi-

ral, and feeing that De Gama would not give him
an opportunity of boarding the (liips, by having

them brought clofe to the (bore, he deli red that

their fails and rudders might be landed, which De
Gama alfo abfolutely refufed.

At that inftant one of the admiral's attendants

informed him, that he had met with one of his

captains, who Vv/aited for him with his boats, upon
which he fent him back with orders privately to

inform him of his condition, and to order him to

return fpeedily to his fnip, to prevent their being

furprifed. But he had fcarce put otF from fhere,

when the cutwal being informed of it, fent feveral

armed boats in purfuit of him, though without

eJBfea.

The cutwal continued to prefs De Gama to write

to his brother to bring the fhips near the fliore,

and the day being fpent in thefe difputes, he and
his men were put into a great yard encompaOed
with walls, under a ilronger guard than before,

which made him apprehend his being feparated

from his attendants the next day. The cutwal,

however, afterwards fupped with the admiral, and
wondered as much at feeing how patiently he bore

his confinement, as at his rcfoiution in refufmg to

comply with his demand. The next day he told

De Gama, that it was the cuRoni for ail fiiips on
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their arrival at Calicut, to land both their goods
and men, vvho were not to return on board till all

were fold. However, as foon as the merchandize.:

was brought on fliore from his fhips, he would
fuiFer him to return on board. Though DeGama
placed no confidence in the cutwal's words, he told

him, that he would fend for the merchandize, pro-

yided he would furnifli boats, for that he knew his

brother would not fend the fliip's boat while he

JTimfelf was not on board. The cutwal confente^

to this propofal, in hopes of getting all the goods j

into his own pofTeffion, upon which De Gama dif-

patched two of his men with a letter, to let hini

know the terms the}^ had agreed upon, and that,

though he was confined, he was otherwife well

xifed, directing him to fend part of the cargo on
ihore, and in cafe he was afterwards detained, he

fhould think he was kept prifoner by the zamorin's

orders, with a view of gaining time forarming his

jhips to feize theirs, in which cafe he advifed him
to return immediately to Portugal, to advife the

king and council to fend a ilrong fleet torefcue his

iubje6ls out of flavery, and fecure the trade of a rich

country fo happily difcovered.

Paul de Gama immediately fent the goods ;

but let the admiral know that he would not return

without him, and that if they did not inftantly re-

leafe him, he would force them to it with his ord-

nance. However, the goods being landed, the

admiral v/as fulfered to go to his Ihips, but was no

fooner on board, than he refoived neither to go on

fhore, nor to fend more goods till thofe already

landed were fold. This vexed the Arabs, who
now f^iw him out of their reach, and endeavoured

to do him all the mifchief in his power, by under-

valuing his merchandize.

In the mean time the admiral fent Diego Diaz,

his fa6lor, to inform the zamorin of his reafon for

afting in this manner, and of the injuries he had
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faftered both from the cutwal and the Arabs.

The zamorin feemed much incenfed ; and pro-

mifed to punifli the offenders, and to fend fome
merchants to purchafe the goods. Accordingly,

^l feven or eight Guzurat merchants, and a naire.^

were fent with the fa6tor, with orders to remain

in the factory, and not to fulfer any Arab to come
near it. But the Guzurats being privately brought

over by the Arabs, bought nothing, upon which

- the admiral fuppofing there were no merchants

j
in the place, fent to defire the zamorin to give him
leave to remove them to Calicut, which was grant-

ed, and the cutwal was ordered to have them con-

veyed thither, and a houfe provided for them at

his majefty's expence. DeGama, though he would
not land himfelf, now gave his men liberty by
turns, to fee the city, where they were kindly re-

ceived by the Indians, and fold their goods with

the utmoft freedom. The natives, on the other

hand, daily reforted to the fliips in boats, either

to fell provifions, or out of mere curiofity, and
were kindly entertained by the admiral's order.

Thus matters went on quietly till the loth of

Auguft, when the feafon for returning from the

Indies being come, De Gama fent Diaz his fa6toF

to the zamorin with a prefent of fcarves, filk, coral

and other things, ordering him to let his majefty

know that he intended to depart, and to deiire in

cafe he was difpofed to fend an amhailador to

Portugal, that he might be difpatched. He alia

informed the zamorin, that he deligned to leave

his faftor and fecretary at Calicut, with the goods
that were there, till the arrival of the next fleet

from Europe, and as a confirmation of his having
been in India, defired his majefty would fend his

mailer, a bahar of cinnamon, another of cloves,

and a third of other fpices, which Ihould be paid

for out of the firit goods that were fold.
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Diaz after waiting four days was admitted to

the prefence of the zamorin, who with a frowning
countenance alked him what he wanted. Diaz
with great tremor delivered his meiiiige, and was
going to offer the prefent, when the zamorin re-

fiifed to lee it, and ordered it to be delivered to his

i\i6ior, and then bid him tell the admiral that if

he would go, he might, but that he fliould firft, ac-

cording to the cuftom of the port^ pay him 600
fiiaraiins. Diaz, however, had no fooner returned

to the factory, than he was confined there, and
proclamation was made through the city, to forbid

any perfons going on board the fleet upon pain of

death. However, Bontaiba had the courage to

difobey this command, in order to adviie the

admiral to be on his guard, and to let him know
that the Arabs had perfuaded the zamorin that

the Portuguefe were pirates, and came with no
other delign, but to carry off by force the mer-

chandize brought to the city, and to pry into the

Hrength oi the country, in order to return with a

fleet luffcient to invade it. This information was
confirmed by two Malabars, and in the night a

negro fervant belonging to Diaz, came in a fifti-

ing boat to inform De Gama of what had happened.

But though he was highly incenfed, he refolved

to wait a little to fee the iffue. Two days after

four boys came on board, bringing precious ficnes

to fell, but though the admiral took them forfpies,

he feemed to be ignorant of what had pafled, and
lirliered them to depart, in hopes of alluring on
board others of more confequence. This had the

defii'ed effe^f, for the zamorin imagining from

hence that De Gama was ignorant of the imprifon-

inent of his fa<5lor and lecretary, fent people on
board, to amufe him till he could fit out a fleet,

or the Ihips of Mecca fliould arrive to take him.

At length there coming fix of the principal Mala-

bars with fifteen attendantSj he ordered them to be
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feized, and fent back two of the boatmen, with a

letter in the Malabars tongue, to the zamorin's

fa6lor, demanding his fa6lor and fecretaty in ex-

change.

This letter being fhewn to the zamorin, he or-

dered the fa6tor to take the prifoners home with

;
him, that he might not feem to know of their

: feizure, and from thence to fend them to the admi-
ral ; but De Gama not feeing them arrive as foon
as he expe6ted, fet fail, and came to an anchor in

an open road four leagues below Calicut, where
having waited three days, he put to fea almoft out
of light of land, when a boat with Malabars came
on board, and told the admiral, that his people
Avere in the zamorin's palace, and would be with

I

him the next day. De Gama let them know, that
! they ihould initantly bring his men, or letters

from them, that if they returned without either,

he would fmk them ; and if they did not return at

all, he would cut off the heads of thofe he had
fjized. As foon as the boat was departed, he
Iteered towards the fhore, and came to an anchor
over againft Calicut.

The next day feven boats made up to the admi-
ral's fhip, in one of which was Diaz and Braga,

I

whom the Malabars put into the fhip's boat, and.

I

then withdrew to fome diftance, waiting for the

i

admiral's anfwer. They brought a letter to the
I king of Portugal, which was written by Diaz on
a palm tree leaf, and ligned by the zamorin. It

was exprefled in theie laconic terms :
'^ Vafco de

I
*' Gama, a gentleman of thy houfe, came to my
*' country, of whofe coming I was glad. In my
*' country there is plenty of cinnamon, cloves,
*' pepper, and precious ftones. The things which
*' lam defirousof having out of thy country, are
'^ gold, filver, coral, andfcarlet.

De Gama returned no other anfwer, but that

I

he had fent back the naires, and would keep the
I VOL. in. M m
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reft, till all his merchandize were reftored. Th€
next day, Bontaiba came on board, and told the

admiral, that the cutwal, by the zamorin's order,

had feized all his elFeiHs, fayirig he was a chriftian,

and had been fent over land by the king o[ Portu-

gal, as a fpy. He added, that he knew it was
all done at the inftigation of the Arabs, and not

doubting, as they had taken his goods, they would
injure his perfon, he had fled away to avoid their

malice. De Gama immediately ordered a cabin

for him, and told him that on his arrival at Portu-

gal, he Ihould meet with ample amends for the

Jofs of iiis goods. There afterwards came three

Almadias with fcarves laid over the benches, and

thofe who came in thefe velTels pretended that they

had brought all the merchandize, and defired that

the Malabars might be delivered up in return ;

but the admiral perceiving that this was only an
artifice, told them that he would carry the Mala-

bars to Portugal to confirm his difcovery, and
would foon return to Calicut, when the zamorin
fhould know whether the chrillians were pirates,

as had been pretended by the Arabs, at whofe

inftigation he had ufed them very ill.

Calicut is feated in the middle of the coaft of

Malabar, upon an open fliore, where there is no
flicker for European fhips, which are forced to-

ride at anchor in the road ; but thofe of the coun-

try being made of planks, bound together with

ropes, and flat bottomed, are eafily brought on
land. Though the city was at that time large,,

the houles were made of hurdles, except the pa-

laces of the zamorin and the temples, which were
the only buildings of lime and ftone ; for none
elfe, by their laws, were allowed to be eredied with

thofe materials. This city was at that time, the

greateft mart in India, for all (brts of fpices, drugs,

precious ftones, filks, calicoes, gold, filver, and

other rich commodities. The people are Pagans,.
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cind pay an implicit obedience to their branains or

prieils, in fecular, as well as in religious affairs.

The nobility are prohibited marriage, left the

cares ot a family ihould deftroy their martial fpirit,

yet they are allowed to keep miftrefTes, provided

they are of the fame rank with themfeivcs; but if

a nobleman is convi6^ed of having any commerce
with a woman of inferior rank, he is cut to pieces

by his peers. The women of diftin<5tion may have
any number of gallants, under the fame reftric-

tions, and jealoufy is a paffion utterly unknown to

them. The fon of a nobleman does not inherit his

father's eftate ; for as this promifcuous commerce
renders it uncertain who is the father, he adopts

his lifter's fon, who is educated at the king's

expence, and furniftied with proper mafters, who
inftruCt him in the ufeof arms, which confift of the

javelin, fcimitar, bow and arrows. They are

inured betimes to danger and fatigue ; but are not
allov\ed to ufe their arms in the field of battle, till

the zamorin has diftinguilhed them by fome mili-

tary honour. They think their blood tainted even
by the accidental touch of a commoner, and no-
thing but the blood of the offender can wafn out
the ftain, whence the common people intheftreets

are obliged to call aloud, and proclaim their con-

dition, in order to avoid fuch dangerous accidents.

A man of mean birth cannot acquire nobility by
the moft iiluftrious actions, and a nobleman cannot
forfeit it by the bafeft crimes. The lower clafs of
people can only marry thofe of their own profellion,

and ev^ery man is obliged to follow the fame buft-

nefs as his father. Inlfead of paper, they uie the

leaves of the palm-tree, upon which they record
all memorable events, with a fliarp pointed pen,

and the leaves being reduced into a regular form,
are tied up between two pieces of polKhed wood.

De Gama immediately departed ; but two days
Sifter being becalmed a league from Cali.cut, the
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zamorin fent fixty tonies filled with foldiers to take

the fhips; however, a frefh gale fuddenly fpring-

ing up, the fleet efcaped, but was followed by the

Malabars for about an hour and a half. It was
very ha[)py for the Portuguefe that they arrived at

Calicut in the beginning of winter, when the

king's fleet, which was very numerous, was hauled

up ; for had it been fummer, when his vefTels are

at fea, their fliips might have been eafiiy deftroyed.

Notwithftanding this attempt the admiral dif-

milTed one of the captives at the flrft port at which

he touched, with a letter to the zamorin, in which
he mentioned the fnares that had been laid for him
by the Arabians, apologized for his carrying away
the Malabars, and profeffing the utmoft regard for

his majefty ; promifed to labour to eftablifh fuch a

league between him and the king of Portugal, as

would redound to their mutual advantage, alTuring

him that the prifoners he had taken away, fliould

be well treated, and fent back with the next Por-

tuguefe fleet to their native country.

De Gama ftill fleering along the coaft, entered

among certain fmall iflands, from one of which
there came feveral pinnaces with fifli and other

provifions. The Portuguefe treated the people

kindly, and having given them ftiirts and other

things, with their leave fet up a crofs, and named
the place Santa Maria.

On the 19th of September, a week after he left

the lall-mentioned place, the admiral anchored at

fix fmall iflands near the fliore, where he took in

water, and the people brought him hens, gourds,

and miik ; at the fame time they informed him
that the country abounded with cinnamon. Some
Portuguefe were fent on ihore to learn the truth of

this report, who returned with the news that they

had feen entire woods of cinnamon trees. Soon
after feven ih'ips appeared in fight, belonging to a

pirate, named Timoya, who infelled thofe feaa;
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but De Gama foon obliged him to fheer off, after

having taken one of the veflels, which was laden

with provifions.

From hence he proceeded to one of the Anche-
diva iflands, which are five in number, where the

admiral refolved to careen his fliips ; but while the

fir ft was a-ground, there appeared two brigantines

with their drums beating and trumpets founding,

befides five others that were near the Ihore. Thefe
the Malabars faid were pirates, who under the

colour of friendfliip, plundered all the veiiels that

came in their way. Upon receiving this intelli-

gence, he gave orders for firing upon them, as

foon as they were in reach of his guns, and at this

imexpe(Sed reception, they retreated as faft as pof-

fible.

Among the multitudes that crowded to the fliore

to view the fliips, came a perfon in a fmall vefiel^

who feemed to be about forty years of age, and.

of a different country; for he had on a fabaco

of fine calico which reached to his heels: on his

head he wore a turban that covered part of his

face, and at his girdle hung a fcimitar. He no
fooner landed than he ran up to the admiral, and
then to the other captains, embracing them as>

familiarly, as if they had been his intimate ac-

quaintance, and having paid his compliments in

the Italian tongue, told them he was a Chriftian

born in Italy, but that having been taken by
pirates in his youth, while on a voyage to Greece
with his parents, he had fufPered a variety of mif-

fortunes, and been hitherto excluded from the

. hopes of revifiting his native country. He obferved,

that he had been forced to enter into the fervice

of a Mahometan prince named Sabay, the fove-

reign of an illand at about twelve leagues diftance,

called Goa; but that, though he was obliged to

comply with the worfliip of the Mahometans,
he was ftill in heart a Chriftian. He told the
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admiral that he was the prime minifter and CGri»

fident of his fovereign, and that hearing there

were certain ftrange Ihips at Calicut vvhofe men
were cloathed from head to foot, and fpoke a

language unknown in the Indies, he judged them
to be Chriftians, and befought Sabay to give him
leave to go and fee them; which he had not only

granted, but ordered him to tell them, that what-

ever his country afforded vvas at their fervice; he

concluded with defiring that he might have a

cheefe to fend to a companion of his on fliore, as

a token of his being well received. Though
this gave the admiral fome fufpicion, he ordered

Irim the cheefe with two loaves, which the ftranger

accordingly fent on fliore, and continued talking

to De Gama, afking him a number of queftions,

that feemed to denote an uncommon curiolity
;

liis being fo full of words increafed the admiral's

jealoufy, and his brother alked fome of the natives

who he was, when they told him that he was a

jiirate, and had been on board other fhips that

had been there before. Upon this the admiral

ordered him to be carried on board and whipped,

to make him conl^efs who he, was, and the deiign

of his coming; and this having no elie6i, he had

the inhumanity to order him to be hung up by the

genitals, and hoifted up and let down by a

pulley. After the fourth torture, he confelTed

that he was a Polifli Jew, and that Sabay having

a deiign to attack the Portuguefe fhips, had fent

him to difcover their ftrength and manner of

lighting. The admiral then ordered him to be

confined under the hatches, and cured of the hurt

he had fuffered, telling him that he did not deiign

to make a Have of him, but would carry him to

Portugal, to give fome account of the country to

,the king, and being ufed kindly, he was after-

wards baptized by the name oF Jafper De Gama,
and became very ferviceable to the Portuguefe oi)

inany occafions.
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De Gama left this coafi: on the 5th of O^lober,

having firft ordered the veliel he had taken to he

burned. He now fleered for Melinda ; but was ex-

pofed to great danger by the length of the pafiage,

occafioned by flornjs, calms, and contrary winds,

by which means the men became fo dreadfully

afflicted with thefcurvy^ that there were not above

fix teen men fit for labour in each fhip. This ren-

dered all on board fo difpirited, that in fpite of De
Gama's perfualions, the other two captains refolv-

ed to return to India; but a fair gale fpringing

up, brought them in lixteen days within light of

land, and the next morning they found them-
felves before the city of Magadoxo, which appear-

ed very large and handfome. This city, which
is 113 leagues from Melinda, is walied round,

and being at that time inhabited by Arabians, the

admral as he fteered along by the coaft, ordered

the ordnance to be fired by way of defiance To
prevent their overfhooting Melinda, the fliips came
to an anchor every night ; but on their arriving

at a village of Moors, within ten leagues of that

city, there appeared eight large boats, filled witji

foldiers, fteering dire6tly towards the fliips ; but

the admiral firing upon them, they foon tacked

about, and fled. At length he arrived at Melinda,
where he again met with a moft friendly reception,

and was fupplied with refrelhments. He ftaid there

five days, and then failed, taking with him the

ambaii'ador the king of Melinda had before pro-

mifed to fend to Portugal, and as the admiral had
not a fuificient number of men to navigate the
three drips, he burned the St. Raphael, com-
manded by his brother.

On the 27th of February, De Gama reached
Zanjibar, a pretty large ifland in 6^. ibuth lati-

tude, near which are two others, Pembaand Mon-
lia, all of them very fertile, and the natives at

that time carried on a good trade with Moniboila
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for Gnzarat calico; with Sofala for gold; and with

the ifland of Madagafcar for lilver. The prince

oF Zanjibar, though a Mahometan, entertained,

the Portugiiefe with great hofpitality, and furnifh-

ed them with a fupply of fruit and freih provifions.

De Gafiia fteered from thence along the coaft,

and paiRng Moiambique, took in wood and water

at the illand of San Bias. On the 26th of April,

he doubled the Cape of Good Hope, and then fteer-

ed for the ifland of St Jago, but the two fhips

being feparated by a violent ftorm, Nicholas

Cuello, who commanded the Berrio, being in haile

to carry the news of the (Jifcovery to the king,

fleered dire61:ly for Lifbon, and on the loth of

July put into Cufcais. The admiral, on his arri-

val at St. Jago, left his fhip to be fitted up, and
hiring a caraval, arrived in the port of Lifbon in

September, 1499, ^^^^^ ^ voyage of two years and
two months, in which through licknefs and fatigue

he had loft above half his men.
The king, overjoyed at his return, fent a noble-

n:ian and feveral gentlemen to condu6t him to

court, in the way to which, he paffed through
crowds of fpe6lators and was received with ex-

traordinary honours. For this fervice, he was
honoured with the title of Don, a part of the

king's arms vvas added to his, and an annual pen-

fion of 3000 ducats, was granted to him. Nicholas

Coello was made a fidalgo, and had an appoint-

ment of 100 ducats, and, in lliort, the king him-

felf augmented his own title, on account of this

new difcovery, vainly ftiJing himfelf lord of the

conqueft and navigation of Ethiopia, Arabia, Per-

iia, and the Indies. Upon this occalion, public

thankfgivings were made throughout the kingdom
for the fuccefs of the voyage, to which fucceeded

feafts and entertainments, and thofe who had long

reprefented thefe deiigns as impracticable, now
grew afiiamed of their oppofition, and became the

moft zealous in recommending them.
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VOYAGE
OF

PEDRO ALVAREZ DE CABRAL,

TO THE EAST-INDIES.

Pedro Alvarez de Cabral, with thirteen veffels under his com-

mand, fets fail from Belem, March 9th, 1 500. They difcover

the coaft of Brazil. Four of their fliips are daflied to pieces

in a violent ftorm, and all on board perifli. The fleet are

feparated by another ftorm, and one of the fhips returns to

Portugal. They arrive at Calicut, and fettle a factory there.

The Arabian merchants and natives deftroy the factory ; De
Cabral in return, cannonades the town. After many other

adventures, they arrive at Lilbon, on the 31ft of July, 1501.

JL H E expe6lations of the Portuguefe being

highly raifed, with refpe6l to the hopes of the

great profit to be obtained by the difcovery of

the Indies ; it was refolved to profecute thefe dif-

coveries fti 11 farther, and therefore, thirteen velTeIs

of different fizes were fitted out, under the com-
mand of Pedro Alvarez de Cabral, on board of

which were 1200 men, eight Francifcan friars,

eight chaplains, and a chaplain -major, who were

to begin with preaching to a people who did not

imderftand their language, and in cafe that failed,

were like the difciples of Mahomet, to proceed to

the decifion of the fword. Cabral received from
the king the flag of the crofs, with the following

inftru6tions, that in cafe the king of Calicut readi-

ly confented to the fettling of a fa6tory, he was

VOL. III. N n
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fecretly to importune him t© prohibit the Arabians?

from trading thither, and to promiie on that con-

dition, to import from Portugal, not only the

fame commodities, but much better of the kind,

and, at a lower price. He was alfo to touch at

Melinda, on the coaft of Africa, in order to land

the ambaffador brought from thence by De Gama.
The fleet fet fail on the 9th of March, 1500, but

having palled the ifland of St. Jago, the whole
fleet was fcattered by a itorm, when one of the

Ihips having loll molt of her rigging, put back to

Lifbon. Cabrai having waited two days for her,

proceeded on his voyage, and to avoid the coaft of

Guinea, fleered to the fouth-weft ; but on the 24th

of April, to the inexpreffible joy a«d furprife of

the admiral, one of the failorsdelcried land ; The
pilots could not perfuade themfelves that it was a

continent, but fome great iHand like Hifpaniola,

which had been a little before difcovered by Co-

lumbus. They, however, cruized for a whole day
along the coaft, and then hoifting out a boat, went
on Ihore, where they faw an infinite number of

naked people ; but they were neither black, nor
had curled hair like thofe of Guinea, which was
thought very extraordinary. Thofe who .had

landed, foon returned in the boat to give an ac-

count of what they had feen, and that there was a

good harbour, where the Ihips might come to an

anchor. Upon this the fleet drew near to the land,

and the commanders fent out the boat again, with

orders to endeavour to take fome of the men.
Mean while the Indians^retired to a hill, in order

to watch the motions of thefe Itrangers, who made
fo different an appearance from themfelves. But
when the Portuguefe were endeavouring to fend

other boats, a ftidden ftorm drove the ihips from
their anchors, and obliged them to proceed along

the coaft, till they at length found another good

harbour, which they called Puerto Seguro, or
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Safe Harbour, and a boat going to fliore, took two
Indians, whom De Cabrai ordered to be clothed,

gave them fmall iooking-glaifes, brafs-rings, and
little bells, and then let them on fhore. Upon
this, a great number of people came forward, ring-

ing and dancing, founding horns of feverai forts,

and leapmg witn all the exprelfions oF joy. This
encouraged De Cabrai to go on Ihore with molt of

his men, and it being Ealtcr-Day, they ere6led

an altar under a tree, where they fang mafs. The
Indians drew near in a peaceable manner, and
kneelmg down, after the example .of the Portu-

guefe, beat their breaits, and imitated all the

actions of the ftrangers, after which they were as

^attentive at a fermon that was preached, as if they

had underftood it.

The admiral immediately difpatched a fhip to

Portugal^ y/ith advice of the land he had difco-

vered, v.'hich news was highly acceptable at that

court, and when the Ihip was gone, the men
v/alked about all day diverting themfelves, and for

pieces of paper and bits of cloth, the Indians gave
them fruit, parrots, and other birds, remarkable
for the finenefs of their colours. The Portuguefe
went to the towns, and thought the country fruit-

ful and agreeable, weil planted with -maize, and
producing great quantities of cotton ; and, before

their departure, a ftone crofs was erected, in token
of poffeilion, whence the Portuguefe called that

country Santa Cruz, ,or Holy Crofs ; but it after-

wards changed its name to that of Brafil, from the
Dame of the wo/od brought from thence. The ad-

miral left two men there out of twenty, he had
brought from Portugal, who were baniihed, and
were to be left in what places he thought fit. Thefe
the Indians ufed very well, and one or them learn-

ing the language, f^rved a long time for an inter-

pretej% .
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Brafil is a very extenfive country in South-Ame-
rica, and is not only fertile and pleafant, but fo

healthful that the natives generally live to a great
age. It is watered by many large rivers, and a
multitude of delightful ftreams. The plains are

fpacious and afford excellent pafturage, and the
whole country is beautifully diverfified with hills

and dales, woods and plains. The natives were at

this time ftranger?. to letters, and bound by no;

laws but thofe of nature ; but when engaged in

war, they chofe him for their general, who was
moft dirtinguifhed for his bravery. None of the

people had any beard, and many of them wore np
clothes, while others covered themfelves from the

waift to the knees with feathers of various colours,

and alfo adorned their heads in the fame manner.
The women combed and dreffed their hair, while

the men were lliaved from the forehead to the

crown. Thofe who affected finery, had holes in

their ears, noftrils, and lips, to which they hung
ilones of various colours, and the women adorned
themfelves with fmall (hells, on which they fet a

very great value. They were fo dexterous in the

life of bows and arrows, that they feldom mifTed

their aim, and thefe arrows being pointed with

fifh-bone, were capable of doing great execution.

They lived principally upon hunting. Their boats

were made of the bark of trees, and were fo large

that mofl of them would contain thirty men, and
while fome paddled thefe vefTels along, others beat

the water in order to frighten the fmall fifh, which
fwimmirg up to the furface, were caught in large

calibafhes.

They were very fuperftitious obfervers of omens,
and fond of forcery, which was pra6tifed by a par-

ticular fet of men, whom they held in high vene-

ration, and confultcd on all emergencies. Thefe

perfons generally carried an arrow, at the end of

which was fixed a calibafh in the fliape of a man's
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head, within which they kindled the leaves of a

certain plant which was probably tobacco, and
IhiifFed the fmoke up their noftrils till they became
intoxicated, and then rolled their eyes, and threw

their bodies into various contorfions, which the

deluded fpedlators conlidered as the eiTeds of divine

infpiration, and during this farce they uttered an
unconnected jargon, which was reckoned oracu-

lous. Thefe kinds of wizards were conllantly at-

tended by crowds, who fhewed their refped: by
mufic, dancing, and loud acclamations ; and the

moil beautiful women, married and unmarried,

were given up to their poffeffion.

The people lived in wooden huts thatched with

reeds, and furrounded with a double or treble row
of pailifades, and feveral faniilies, conne6lbd by
friendfhip, dwelt under one roof; each family

having fuch regatd for the other, that they would
facrifice their lives in their defence. However,
the hufbands turned away their wives for very
trifling offences ; and if they found them guilty of

adultery killed them, or fold them for ilaves.

They were in general flothful, and fpent great

part of their time in feafling, iinging, and dan-

cing. In thefe dances they formed a ring ; but

mltead of moving about, continued upon the fime

fpot, beating the ground with their feet, and
keeping time with their fongs, which were corn-

pofed in honour of their own exploits ; and while
one fet was thus engaged, another fupplied them
with liquor, which they drank till they could
Hand no longer.

They never engaged in war with a view of
enlarging their territories, but to defend their

podellions, or to revenge an injury or affront ; in

which cafes they chofe a council of old men and
elected a general, who vifited every houfe, and in

fet fpeeches encouraged the men to behave with
bravery : befides their bows and arrows, they ufed
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fwords made of very hard wood ; and carried on
war by itratagem, rather than by open force. It

isfaid, that they immediately eat part of the pri-

foners, and that the reft, who were referved for

particular feftivals, were in the mean time indulg-

ed with plenty of proviiions, and even gratified

with the ufe of women; but when the day of re-

joicing came, the plumpeft of thefe unhappy
creatures were brought forth, and his miftrefstied

about his neclc the rope by which he was to be

led to the Daughter Being then iaftened to a

pillar, he was painted with a variety of colours,

and adorned with feathers, and betvveen whiles

regaled with plenty of meat and drink, while the

people feafted in public, danced, di'ank, and fung
tbr three days fucceillvely. On the fourth, his

arms and legs were untied, and ropes being

feftened round his waift, the women and boys

pulled him along towards a cave, while others

pelted him with oranges ; v/hich he in his turn

picked up and threw at them with an air of gaiety

and unconcern ; and when infulted by the l"pe61a-

tors, with his going to fuffer the punilhment due
to his crimes, and that he would foon be flain,

cut in pieces, and eaten ; it was his ufual reply,

that he had lived, and would die with bravery,

and defpilif (heir tortures : if they flew him, he
had (lain their companions : if they feafted on his

fiefh, he had frequently regaled himfelf, by eating

the bodies of the relations of his murderers, and
that he had parents, brothers, or friends, who
would revenge his death. On his arrival at a cave,

the peribn who liad kept him in cuftody, painted

his body, and adorned his neck with feathers, and
then brandifiied a wooden fword over his head,

dancing, fmging, or whiftiingall the time, while

the captive attempted to fnatch the weapon, but

was prevented by the women and boys, who pull-

ing different ways^ prevented his moving from
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the fpot on which he flood, till cit length the exe-

cutioner ftunned him vvithfeveral blows, and clove

his IkulL The women then threw the body on a

wood fire, and having finged off the hair, the belly

was opened, the entrails taken out, and the body
divided into fmall pieces, on which thefe barba-

rians feafted with marks of the higheft latisfaciion.

This was the character given of thefe people, by
the writers of that time. A chara6ler which is,

perhaps, extremely fabulous and unjuft, with re-

fpe6l to their being cannibals.

The conftant enemies of thefe people were a
neighbouring nation, who inhabited the woods
and mountains, and were of the fame favage dif-

pofiton. Among thefe laft, murder was the only
crime that was punilhed, and when this was per-

petrated, the murderer's relations were obliged to

deliver him up to thofe of the deceafed, who put
him to death. Thus juftice and refentment being
both fatisfied, the relations of both parties joined
in performing the funeral rites, over the two
bodies, which they interred with mutual lamenta-
tions ; but if the alfaffin efcaped, his daughters,

lifters, or neareft kinfwomen, were delivered up
as (laves to the relations of the deceafed, after

which, all refentment was buried in oblivion.

At length leaving the coaft of Bralil, the fleet

fteered for the Cape of Good Hope, and on the
23d of May, met with a violent ftorm, which was
fucceeded at night by a calm. On the 28th, they
had another ftorm ; but a water fpout appearing to

the north-eaft, and a calm enfuing, they not being
acquainted with this phgenomenon, confidered it

as a fign of fair weather ; but there fuddenly rofe

fo dreadful a hurricane, that not having time to

furl their fails, four of their fliips ran foul of each
other, and were daflied to pieces, and every per-

fon on board perilhed, in fight of their friends and
companions. Among thefe was Bartholomew Diaz
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who had difcovered the paiTage to the Indies, by
doubling the Cape of Good Hope. The other
eight ftiips remained half full of water, and would.

probably have funk, had not their fails been rent
in pieces by the tempeft, which continued two
days, during which, all on board expe6led every

moment to follow the fate of their companions.
But on the third day the wind abating, they be-

gan to hope that all w^as over, when the wind
veerins: from the fouth-weft to the eaft and north-

eaft, began to blow with greater fury than ever,-

and the waves to fweil as high as mountains. The
horrors of this dreadful tempeft lafted twenty days
together : but at length the winds abating, they
found they had palled the Cape of Good Hope.
During the ftorm, four of the fliips feparated from
the reft : but fome days after, they all joined com-
pany, except one, which put back to Portugal

;

however, before her arrival, the crew were reduced

by hunger, thirft, and fatigue, to fix men.
The admiral fell in with the coaft of Africa in

27^. fouth latitude, when he defcried a pleafant

country that abounded with cattle, it was lliaded

with trees, and watered with very very fine rivers.

But the natives being unwilling to furnifli him
with provifions, or to have any correfpondence

with him, he cruized along the coaft, till coming
in fight of two ifiands near the continent, he ob-

ferved two (hips at anchor ; but the men on board

no fooner perceived the Portuguefe fleet, than

flipping their cables, they crowded all their fails,

to make their efcape. However, in fpite of their

iitmoft efforts they were overtaken ; but the admi-

ral being informed that they belonged to a prince

related to the king of Melinda, and were come
from the gold mines of Sofala, he difmifled them
without touching the gold and merchandize they

had on board.
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Being arrived at Mofambique, he took m a Cup-

ply of water, and frefli proviiions, and having
engaged a pilot to fteer the fleet to Quiloa, con-

tinued his voyage in fight of feveral well cultivated

iflands, and at length arrived at that city. Being
come to an anchor in the port, he fenta nielTage

to the king, whofc name was Ibrahim, to inform
him, that he had letters for him from his Portu-

guefe majefty, containing proffers of alliance and
friendfliip, and that as he himfelf was forbid to go
on fliore by the the exprefs orders of his royal

mafter, he hoped his majefty would allow him an
interview upon the water. Ibrahim received his

meifengers in a very courteous manner, and in-

ftantly fent a promife of meeting him the next day.

He accordingly appeared upon the water in a
veflei richly adorned, attended by a number of
perfons clothed in iilli and fine cotton, and arm-
ed with fwords and daggers, the hilts of which
were fet with diamonds, while the harbour re-

founded with the mufic of flutes and trumpets.'

On the other hand, Cabral fainted his majefty with
cannon, and ordering all his officers, who were
drefled in the richeft manner, to attend him in

their boats, proceeded in his own barge to the

veflel, in which the king was feated. He then
iftluted his majefty with the utmoft refpe6t, deli-

vered Emanuel's letters, written in Arabic, and
communicated the particulars of his embafly,
which the king received with apparent pleafure,

and faid, that he fiiould from thence forward con-

sider Emanuel as his brother, and ftudy to pro-

mote his intereft. It was alfo agreed, that the
admiral ftiould the next day fend a perfon on (hore

to confirm this treaty, and every thing feemed to

promife an advantageous and lafting alliance, when
thefe agreeable profpe^s were deftroyed by the
artful infinuations of the Arabian merchants, whp

VOL. III. O g . .
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reprefented the Portuguefe as a parcel of blood

thirfty pirates, who under the cloak of friendfliip

would deprive the king of all his polFeHions, and
with the utmoft cruelty ravage his whole country.

Upon thefe infinuatious, Ibrahim naturally laid

afide all thoughts of entering into an alliance

with the Portuguefe, and immediately began to

put the city in a pofture of defence -, which being

communicated to De Cabral by the king of Me-
linda's brother, who was at that time at Quiloa,

he refolved to profecute his voyage immediately.

The dominions of Ibrahim extended near 40a
leagues along the coaft, and reached from Cape
Corientes aimoft as far as Mombafla. This extent

of country is very populous and full of towns, and
it had a great number of tributary iflands on its

coafts. The king and all his people were Maho-
metans ; though fome were entirely black, and the

others of a tawney complexion, and their drefs

refembled that of the Turks and Arabs. The city

of Quiloa was a place of great trade for Sofala gold,

for which there was a great refort of merchants
from Arabia Felix, and other parts. The fhips

here as in all the other places on thefe coafts, were
built without nails, and payed with wild frankin-

cenfe inftead of pitch.

The admiral, on his leaving Quiloa, fteered to

Melinda. On his coming to an anchor, he faluted

the city with all his ordnance, and immediately

fet on Ihore the ambalTador whom De Gama had

carried to Portugal, and who was attended by
fome of the Portuguefe, with rich prefents and a

letter from King Emanuel, with which his majefty

was fo highly pleafed, that the next day he made
his public appearance on a fine horfe richly capa-

rifoned, the furniture of which was fent by his

Portuguefe majefty, and in this manner the king

proceeded to the fea-fide, where the admiral, at-,

tended by all his officers, waited for him in their
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feoats, and were received by him in the moft friendly

manner ; but notwithftanding his majefty's prefling

iblicitations, De Cabral would make only a very

fliort ftay ; he, however, left two exiles, who were

ordered, if poffible, to travel to that part of

Ethiopia fituated above Egypt, where his Portii-

guefe majefty had heard there was a chriftian

prince, and to learn the manners and cuftoms of

his people.

On the 7th of Auguft, De Cabral left Melinda,

and croffing the Indian Tea with a fair wind, ar-

rived at the iflands of Anchediva, where after

waiting a few days for the Ihips of Mecca to no pur-

pofe, he proceeded on his voyage, and on the 13th

of September, caft anchor within a league of

Calicut. There foon came many boats to fell him
provilions, and afterwards feveral of the principal

naires, with a compliment from the zamorin, 'ex-

prelling his high fatisfa6tion at his arrival, and
making extraordinary offers of friendfliip. Upon
this De Cabral proceeded nearer to the city with

his fliips, and the next day fent to demand a fafe

condu(5t for a melTenger, and with him the four

Malabars whom De Gama had carried away. The
citizens feeing them return in good health, and
drelTed in the Portuguefe falhion, were highly

pleafed, as was alfo the zamorin ; who Ihewed great

figns of fatisfa6tion, though he would not imme-
diately admit them to his prefence ; but he gave
free leave for every body on board to come on
ihore. Upon this, the admiral fent Alonzo Hertido,

with an interpreter to inform the king that he

came from Portugal, with the fole view of fettling

a trade and friendfliip with him, and therefore

requefted hofiages, that he might wait on his ma-
jefty in perfon, for which purpofe he defircd the

x:utwal, and one of the principal naires, might be

fent on board.
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The zamorin objecting to thefe, on account of

their age and infirmities, propofed to fend others,

while the Arabs ejideavoiired to prevent his iend-

• ing any at all ; but after three days debate, th^

2amarin being dazzled with the profpe6l of the ad-

vantages arifmg from trade, lent the hoftages.

Upon this the admiral refolved to wait on his ma-

jefty on (hore, but firft ordered Sancho de Toar, to

whom he left the command during his abfence, to

vfe the hoftages well ; but not to deliver them to

any who came to demand them, though it Ihould

be even done in his name.
On the 28th ot December, the zamorin fent

feveral of the principal naires, with many fervants,

and mufical inftruments, to attend the admiral,

who being informed that his majefly waited for

him in a gallery ere61;ed near the water-fide, on
purpofe to receive him, fet out with all poffible

Itate, accompanied with the boats belonging to the

fleet, and thirty of the principal officers. The
hoftages were very unwilling to enter the lliip till

they Taw the admiral landed, apprehending, that

as foon as they were on board, he would return

and detain them. During this difpute, De Cabral

ftept on fhore, where many principal naires waited

for him, and was immediately taken up in a chair,

and with all his attendants, was carried to the

Serama, a lodge, or hall hung with tapeftry, at

the farther end of which fat the zamorin crofs-

legged on a filk culhion, in a kind of alcove, which
refembled a little oratory, and over his head hung
a cloth of ftate of crimfon velvet.

On his head was a cap of cloth of gold, ar.d

at his ears hung jewels compofed of diamondsj

fapphires, and pearls, two of which were larger

than walnuts. He had a piece of white calico

embroidered with gold about his middle, faftened

on with a girdle, and all the reft of his body

was naked. His arms from the elbow to the wrift^^
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and his legs from the knees downwards, were

loaded with bracelets, fet with a prodigious nuni'

her of precious ftones of great value; his fingers

and toes were covered with rings, and particularly

on his great toe was one, that had a large ruby
of furprizing luftre: but all this was nothing,

when compared to the richnefs of his girdle, which
was covered with precious Hones fet in gold, and
caft a luftre that dazzled every eye. Near the

zamorin flood a chair of ftate, and his litter all

of gold and filver, curioufly wrought and adorned
with precious ftones. There were three golden
trumpets, and feventeen of filver, whofe mouths
were alfo fet with ft.ones; befides filver lamps,

and cenfers fmoaking with perfumes. At about
fix paces from the zamorin ftood his two brothers,

who were the next heirs to the crown, and a little

farther feveral of the nobles, who all ftood before

him.
The admiral, at his entrance, would have gone

up to kifs the zamorin 's band, but being informed
that it was not the cuftom, he defifted, and took
his feat in a chair placed near his majefty, which
was the greateft honour that could be done him.
He then delivered his letter of credit written in

Arabic, which the zamorin having read, the ad-
miral delivered his meifage, importing, that the
king of Portugal was delirous of cultivating a
ifriendlhip with the zamorin, and of fettling a
fadtory at Calicut, which fliould be fupplied with
all forts of European goods, and defired, that
either by way of exchange, or for ready money,
his fliips might be allowed to lade with fpices. The
zamorin feemed pleafed with the embalfy, and told

the admiral, that his mafter ftiould be welcome to
whatever his city aiforded.

While they were talking, the prefent was brought
in, which confifted of a wrought filver bafon gilt,

a fountain of the fame, a filver cup with a gilt
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cover, two wedges of filver, four cufhions, two
of cloth of gold, and two of crimfon velvet, a cloth

of Hate of the fame velvet ftriped, and bound with

gold lace, a very fine carpet, and two rich pieces

of arras.

The audience being ended, the zamorin told

De Cabral, that he might retire either to his lodg-

ings or his fliips ; for he was obliged to fend for

the hoftages who were not ufed to the fea, and
he was fure would neither eat nor drink while

on board ; adding, that if he came the next day
to conclude what was begun, they fliould be fent

on board again. This hopeful beginning was

in danger of being deftroyed by an unreafonable

-diftruft which prevailed on both fides; for the

admiral being come to the water-fide, a fervant

"belonging to one of the hoftages went before in

a pinnace, by order of the clierk and comptroller

of the zamorin's houfliold, to let them know that

the admiral was coming on board, which they

no fooner heard, than they leaped into the water,

in order to get off in the pinnace; but Ayres
Correa, leaping into his boat, took fome of them.

The reit however got off, and among them was
the cutwal. The admiral coming on board, ordered

the hoftages that were taken, to be put under

the hatches, to prevent their running away, and
fent to the zamorin to complain of the reft, laying

the blame on the clerk and comptroller, and
proinifing to deliver thofe he detained, as foon

as his baggage, and the men he had left to take

care of it, were brought on board.

The next day, the zamorin attended by 1200

men came to the water- fide, and fent on board

the admiral's men and baggage, with whom went
thirty pinnaces to fetch back the hoftages ; but for

fear of being detained, none of them durft venture

near enough to receive them. The Portugueie

aifo feemcd as unwilling to venture in order to
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deliver them, fo that they remained ftill in cuftody.

However, the next morning Cabral refolved to

fend them on Ihore in his own boats, and ordered

the men to land them at a diftance, from the

pinnaces. But While they were preparing to put

olf with them, Araxamenoca, the eldeft of thefe

pledges, and another perfon fuddently leaped

into the water. The former was however taken

again ; but the other, with five more, made their

efcape. Upon this, Cabral ordered Araxamenoca
to be clofely watched ; but no melTenger coming
to demand him for three days, and the admiral
obferving, that he eat nothing all the while, fent

him with feveral weapons belonging to the Mala-
bars to the zamorin, who immediately ordered
two of the Portuguefe, who were ftill on JliorCj,

to be returned.

Three days now elapfed without hearing from
the zamorin ; upon which the admiral refolved

to fend a melTenger, to learn if he was inclined

to finilh the agreement already begun, in which
cafe, he propofed to fend his chief fa6tor on fhore,

provided hoftages were delivered as before ; but
every one was fo poirefTed with fear, that Francifco

Correa was the only perfon on board the fleet,

who would undertake to deliver the meflage. The
zamorin gave Correa a very kind reception, faid

that he Ihould be glad to have the trade fettled,

and made no difficulty offending hoftages, naming,
for that purpofe, the two nephews of a rich Gu-
zurat merchant, who were immediately fent on
board, and a handfome houfe prepared for Ayres
Correa, the fa6tor, iii which he was to lodge his

merchandize, and as this faftor was unacquainted
with the rules obferved in trade, and the prices

of commodities, the zamorin orderd the grand-
father of the hoftages, to whom the houfe belonged,
to inftru6t him in thefe particulars. However,
the Guzurat merchant favouring the Arabians,
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let them have the goods at their own price, and
perfuaded Correa to give more for the merchan-
dize of India, than they were worth. Whent?ver
he went to fpeak to the zamorin, fome of the

Arabian merchants were always prefent to contra-

dict his meafures, and they even prevailed on the

admiral of CaHcut, to hinder thofe belonging

to the fa<5tory from going on board, and to detain

any of the Ihips that fhould remove nearer thfe

fhore.

De Cabral being informed of thefe proceedings,

and being apprehenfive that he ihould be attacked

by the king's fleet in cafe he remained in the har-

bour, weighed anchor and flood out to fea, re-

folving to confult what was to be done. Upon
this, the zamorin fent for Correa, and learning

from him the caufe of the admiral's leaving the

harbour, defired that he would fend to him to

return, and immediately gave orders for fruftrating

the deiigns of the Arabians ; he alfo removed the

Guzurat from about Correa, and put in his place

another perfon, whole name was Cofebequin, who,
though a Turk himfelf, was a friend to the Por-

tuguefe ; for the Turks, who are natives of India,

are always at variance with thofe who come from
Cairo and the (freights of Mecca. Farther, to

prevent the faftor from being difturbed by the

Arabian merchants, and to give him an oppor-

tunity of buying and felling to advantage, the

zamorin gave him a houfe by the water fide for

ever, which was done by a writing, to which that

prince put his hand and feal, and it was afterwards

inclofed in a piece of cloth of gold for the admiral

to carry to Portugal. The zamorin alfo dire6ted,

that a flag with the arms of Portugal, ihould be

fixed on the top of the building, as a teftimony of

its being appropriated to the ufe of his Portuguefe

majefty, after which, they had a pretty good vent

for their merchandize, for the natives frequented



THE EAST-INDIES. 297

the fa^lory, and the Portuguefe walked about in

Calicut, with as little moleftation as they could

have done in Lifbon.

During thefe tranfa6tions, De Cabral was in-

formed, that a large fhip of Ceylon, with feveral

elephants on board, was bound from Cochin to

Cambaya, and that the commander having refufed

the zamorin one of thofe animals, if he would take

the veflel, he would not only oblige his majefty,

but forward his own bufinefs. The admiral fent

word, that to oblige the zamorin, he would wil-

Jingly attack the (hip, though he was fenfible it

was a dangerous attempt. He however allotted

only onefmall fliip commanded by Pedro Attaida,

for thisenterprife, at which the zamorin was fcruck

with aftonilhment, and waited the event with
great impatience. Scarce were the Portuguefe
prepared for the engagement, when the lliip ap-

peared, upon which Attaida inftantly bore down
upon her, without approaching fo near as to give
the men on board an opportunity of taking ad-

vantage of their darts and their fuperior numbers,
when many being killed by the great guns, they
endeavoured to fave themfelves by flight, and by
the favour of the night entered the harbour of Ca-
nanor ; but finding they had not efcaped the pur-
fuit of the Portuguefe, they put again to fea, and
the engagement being renewed, they were at

length driven into the harbour of Calicut. The
next day the zamorin came to the water- fide, and
was greatly furprifed at feeing a vefFel taken by one
that was not above a fixth part of her bulk, and to
lliew his approbation, Vv'as very lavifli in his enco-
miums on the bravery of the Portuguefe.

The Arabians at Calicut now joined in a body,
and waiting on the zamorin, reprefented their con-
cern at finding that he fo highly prized thefe new
comers, while he (hewed but little efteem for thofe
who had fo long given proofs of their fidelity, and

VOL. ni. P p
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fo long fupported the trade of Calicut. They inli-

nuated, that the Portuguefe couid not poffibly be
any other than pirates, fince it evidently appeared
to them, that they could not come to India for the

fake of trade, the profits of which could not be

fuppofed to defray the expences of fo many Ihips

and men, in a voyage of 5000 leagues. They then

affirmed, that their defign was to take the city and

plunder the country, if they could once get the

leaft footing there, and that they would turn the

fadlory he had given them into a fort, and con-

cluded with threatening to remove to fome other

city of Malabar, in cafe he continued to give the

Portuguefe fuch encouragement, and them fo little.

The zamorin afTured them of his friendfhip, and
that he would not forfake them in favour of any
Itrangers : he let them know, that his reafon for

fending the admiral to take the Cochin lliip, was

only to try the valour of his men, and that he only

allowed them to trade, like other merchants, in

order to bring their money into his country. The
Arabian merchants, far from being fatisfied with

thefe reafons, from thenceforward publicly inter-

meddled in the affairs of the Portuguefe, and fo far

oppofed them in the buying of fpices, that in three

months time there were but two fliips, that had

taken in their full complement, though the zamorin

himfelf had promifed that the whole fleet fliould be

laden with fpices in twenty days, and that they

lliould be fupplied before the veffels of any other

ftrangers.

The admiral readily concluded that this could

not be done without the knowledge and confent of

the zamorin, and therefore, fent an officer to com-

plain of thefe injuries, and that notwithftanding

his promife, the Arabian fliips were fupplied with

great facility and expedition. Upon this remon-

lirance, the zamorin feemed to be greatl}- furprifed

at the Ihips being Hill unladen, and faid, that he
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could not believe that the Arabians would dare to

difobey his commands, by buying of fpices in a

clandeftine manner ; he therefore gave the Portu-

guefe leave to fearch the (hips of the Arabians, and

to take all the fpices they found in them, only

paying the juft value to the merchants.

As the Arabians waited for an opportunity to

quarrel with the Portuguefe, they thought this

afforded a very good pretence for it. Immediately

one of the principal perfons among them began to

lade his iliip openly, and the better to fucceed in

his fcheme, got fome of the Arabians and natives

whom the fa6lor took for his friends, to perfuade

him, that if he did not feize thefe fpices, he would
never be able to freight the fleet. Correa giving

credit to this advice, fent to defire the admiral to

take the fhip ; but he being apprehenlive that it

would caufe the Arabians to rife againft the fa^lory,

was very much againft it. Correa prefTed him
again, and De Cabral declined it a fecond time

;

but the fa6lor perfifting in his application, and
engaging to anfwer for all damages that fiiould

happen on that account, the admiral at length fent

a perfon to acquaint the captain, that he muft not
depart without his permiffion ; but the Arabian
difregarding his orders, he commanded his officers

to man and arm the boats, and tow the velTei back
into the harbour. The owner, who was a perfon

of great wealth and influence, being enraged at

this proceeding, aflfembled his friends and ad-

herents, and repairing with them to the palace,

informed the zamorin, that though the Portuguefe
had gotten a much greater quantity of fpices and
drugs than they, yet they were fo far from being
contented, that like robbers and pirates, they
would needs run away with all. They therefore

demanded, that they might be allowed to redrefs

themfelves, and to take fatisfaClion for the injury.

The zamorin, who was continually wavering, now
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intimated, that he ihould not be difpleafed at any
plan of revenge they fhould execute. Upon which
they haftened back to alTault the faftory

The houfe belonging to the Portuguefe was
encompaiTed with a wall ten feet high, and in it

were feventy men, including the friars ; but among
them all there were only eight crofs bows, befides

their fwords. The firft party of Arabs, who ad-

vanced was fo few, that the Portuguefe refolved

to defend the gates of the fa6tory with their cloaks

and rapiers, but their numbers increaling very

fall, and galling the defendants with their arrows

and fpears, the Portuguefe, after having loft five

men, with no fmall difficulty ihut the gates, and
betook themfelves to the walls with their crofs

bov/s. Correa foon perceived that the enemy
amounted to four hundred men, among whom
were feveral naires, and that it was impoffible to

hold out long, without obtaining affiftance from
the fleet, upon which, he fetup a flag, on the top

of the fa6lory, as a lignal of diftrefs. The admiral

being ill, fent to his relief Sancho de Toar with all

the boats, and a ftrong detachment of men ; but

finding the enemy fo numerous, he would not

venture to land, nor even to go too near the ihore,

for fear the enemy fliould fend out their almadias

and tonies to take him. Mean while, many of

the befieged being wounded with a conftant fhower

of fpears and arrows, and feeing the Arabs pre-

paring engines to batter down the wall, they re-

folved to quit the factory by a door that opened to

the water- fide, in hopes of faving themfelves in

the boats ; but the enemy prefling them clofe,

and the boats not immediately advancing, only

twenty efcaped, the greateft part of whom after-

wards died of their wounds, the other fifty being

either killed upon the fpot or taken prifoners.

Among the former was Ayres Correa ; but his

fon Antonio, a boy of about eleven years of age^
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was conveyed to the fhore by one of the Portu-

guefe, who defended him with great valour; but

in fpite of all his efforts, the boy muft have perifli-

ed, had not a failor taken him on his (houlders

and iwam with him on board, and this boy after-

wards gained great reputation by his bravery.

The merchandife feized upon this occaiion amount-

ed to 4000 ducats, and of the men who were taken

prifoners, four died of their wounds.

De Cabral was much concerned at the lofs of

his men, and finding that the zamorin fent no
apology, he refolved to be immediately revenged,

in order to prevent that prince having time to arm
his fleet. He, therefore, gave orders for attacking

ten large Arabian veffels that were then in the

harbour. The engagement was maintained for

fome time with great obftinacy on both fides ; the

Portuguefe however, at lait boarded them, killed

600 of the Arabs, and obliged thofe who remained
alive to ferve as failors. Finding three elephants

in the prizes, he had them killed and falted, to

fupply the want of other proviiions which began
to growfcarce: The fpices and other goods were
then taken out, and the Ihips burned in fight of

crouds of Arabians on the fliore, and in the al-

madias, who came to fuccour their friends, but
were foon repulfed with lofs. Mean while the in-

habitants of Calicut were fo terrified at the fight

of the flames, that they ran up and down in the

greateft diftradion.

This was afevere revenge, and certainly as much
as juftice could authorife ; but the admiral was
not yet fatisfied : he ordered his fliips to fpread

along the fhore, and advance as near it as poffible

with their boats before them. At break of day,

the ordnance began to play upon the town, and
did great execution, both among the houfes and
the inhabitants, who crowding to avoid, or tore-

pel danger, fell thick at every (liot. Several of
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the temples were demolifhed, with part of his

majefty's palace, and the terror was fo univerfal,

that the zamorin himfelf fled, and narrowly efcap-

ed a bullet from one of the boats, a naire being
killed jiift behind him.

Towards evening, the Portnguefe put a flop

to their cannonading to follow two large fhips,

which were making into the port ; but perceiving

the flaughter and devaftation made by the Portn-

guefe, fled to Pandarane, where there were five

other veficls at anchor ; but De Cabral not being

able to come up with them, purfued his voyage
to Cochin, in order to fettle a fadory there, and
took two Arabian ftiips in his pafl^age.

De Cabral arrived before the city of Cochin on
the 2oth of December. This city, which ftands

upon a river, is nineteen leagues fouth of Calicut,

and has a fafe and capacious port ; the land about
it is low, and divided into many iflands. The city

was built after the fame manner as Calicut, and
inhabited by Pagans and Arabs, who came thither

for the fake of trade. Though there was no great

plenty of provifions, the country about it being

of fmall extent, and at the fame time barren, yet

there was plenty of pepper. The king, whofe

name was Trimumpara, was tributary to the

zamorin, and not being entitled to coin money,
was but poor ; but the manner in which he heard

the Portuguefe had treated the zamorin, luckily

prejudiced him in their favour.

The admiral, having call: anchor, fent an Indian

convert, called Michael Joghi, to the king, to in-

form him of his coming; to let him know what he

had done at Calicut, andtodeiire, that he might

be allowed to trade for fpices and other commodi-
ties, either in exchange for merchandize, or for

ready money. This meflenger had beeVi one of

the fe6t of the Bramins, called by the Indians

Joques, who aife6t the greateft contempt of eafe.
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pleafure, and enjoyment ; and attempt to pleafe

the Deity, and excite compallion from the people,

by wandering about naked, girt with chains, and
fuffering voluntary penances. They fupport them-

felves by begging, and frequent the markets and
other public places, where they preach up their

religions tenets with great zeal and vehemence.

This perfon was become a convert to the Chriltian

fiiith, and behaved with great integrity. He re-

turned with a very civil and polite anfwer from his

majefty, who exprelfed his joy at the arrival ofthe

Portuguefe, and immediately difpatched two of

his principal naires as hoftages, on condition that

he fliould change them every day, becaufe if they

once eat on fhipboard, they could never more ap-

pear in his prefence. The admiral, pleafed with

this hopeful beginning, appointed Gonzalo Gil

Barbifa fa61:or, and fent with him a clerk, an in-

terpreter, and four banifhed men as fervants.

His majefty immediately fent the rcgifter of

the city, and feveral nobles to receive the fa6tor,

and bring him to court ; but they here found none
of that ftate and grandeur which they had met
with at Calicut. The prince was but meanly
clad, and his palace had nothing but bare walls,

with feats round them, railed in, and in one of

thefe the prince himfelf fat. The factor being

introduced offered the admiral's prefent, which
confided of a filver wafliing bafon full of fafFron,

a large filver ev>^er, filled with rofe-water, and
fome branches of coral. The king received this

prefent with apparent pleafure, returned the ad-

miral thanks, and after having talked fome time
with the fa6tor, ordered him and his men to be
well lodged. The admiral would not venture more
perfons on (liore, for fear of being expofed to the
fame misfortune as at Calicut; but the event
fliewcd there was no reafon for diftruft. By the
kind ufuage the Portuguefe met with, by thedif-
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patch that was made in loading their fhips, and
the willingnefs with which the natives allifted them
on all occafions, it plainly appeared, that this

prince was very fincere in his proieffions of ferving

them.
The Ihip being laden and the admiral on Ihore,

he was vifited by two Indian Chriftians who were
brothers, and were defirous of going to Portugal,

in order to vifit Rome and Jerufalem. They were

called the Chriftians of St. Thomas, and Cabral

ajfking them, if the place they came from was
inhabited only by Chriftians, and whether they

belonged to the Greek or Latin church .? one of

them informed him, that the inhabitants were a

mixture of Chriftians, Jews, Pagans, and Maho-
metan ftrangers, who were merchants of Syria,

Egypt, Peifia, and Arabia; that the Chriftians

paid the king tribute, and dwelt in a part of the

city by themfelves ; where they had a church, in

which they had erodes, but no other images, nor
any bells. That they had their pope, under whom
were twelve cardinals, and two patriarchs, with

many bilhops and archbifhops, who all refided in

Armenia, to which place the bifliops of Cranganor

went to receive their dignity, and that he himfelf

had been there to be ordained prieft by the pope,

whofe jurifdi6lion extended over India and Cathay.

That the two patriarchs refided in thofe two pro-

vinces, and the bilhops were difperfed in the cities

belonging to them. That their pope was called

Catholicos, and their tonfure made in the form of

a crofs The admiral on hearing this readily grant-

ed their requeft, and confented to take them with

him to Portugal,

There foon after came two mefiengers from the

kings of Cananor and Coulan, inviting the admi-

ral to come and trade in their ports, and promifing

him fplces cheaper than he could have them at

Cochin. Be Cabral returned them thanks, and
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eXcufed himfelf from accepting thofe invitations^

by afTuring tiiem, that he had already completed

his cargo ; but promifed to vifit them on his re'-

turn to India,

Soon after, twenty-five: large (hips, befides a gfea^t

number of fniall velTels, appeared on the coaft,

and the king of Cochin bemg informed of the def-

Jign of this armament, immediately fent to inforrti

De Cabral, that this large fleet was fitted out by
the zamorin of Calicut, and had on board 15,000

foldiers to revenge the lofs of his capital, and to

make him an offer of fupplying him with all the

vefTels he wanted. De Cabral returned thanks ta
the king, and affured him, that he Ihould be able

with his fmall force, to make them repent their

errand ; and having prepared his fhips for an en-

gagement, failed dire(5tly to meet the enemy ; but

a ftorm arifing, and the wind Ihifting, he was
obliged to return.

The next day, which was the loth of January^
1501, the admiral prepared to feek the enemy;
but miffing a (hip commanded by Sancho de Toar,
which was the largeft next to his own, and the bell

provided with men, he thought proper to change
his refolution, and fl:eer homewards ; but was all

that day followed by the Calicut fleet, which left

him at night. This prevented his return to Cochin,

as he had propofed, in order to fet on fhore the

naires, who were the king's hoftages ; and, con-
trary to the laws of all nations, he carried them
away with him ; but after fading five days, they
were at length, by the admiral's perfuafions, re-

conciled to eating on board.

The fleet was foon after joined by the fliip that

was miffing, and arriving on the coafl: of Cananor,
the admiral received another invitation from the

king, in confequence of which, he entered the

port of that city on the 1 5th. The city of Cananor
VOL. III. Q q
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is fituated thirty-one leagues to the north of
Cochin, and is very large. The bay forms a com-
modious harbour, and the houfes are of earth co-

vered with flates ; the adjacent country produces all

the neceflaries of life, befides plenty of ginger,

cardamum, caffia, myrabolans, and tamarinds

;

but no more pepper than is confumed in the coun-

try, and the Arabians here carry on a confider-

able trade. The lakes near the city produce alli-

gators ; and here are adders, which are faid to be

fo poifonous as to kill men with their breath.

There are bats as large as kites, with a head like

that of a fox, and efteemed good eating. The
king, who was one of the three independent
princes of Malabar, was a bramin ; but not fo rich

as either the zamorin of Calicut, or the king of

Coulan. Here the admiral took in 400 quintals

of cinnamon, and fome ginger ; but the kingfup-

poling that the fmall quantity of fpices he pur-

chafed there proceeded from his want of money,
and the lofs he had fuffered, by having his fa(5tory

at Calicut deftroyed, fent in a very friendly man-
ner to let him know, that he might have whatever

he pleafed upon credit. The admiral thanked his

majefty for his generous offer, which he declined

accepting ; and to convince the meflenger that he

Hood in no need of his affiftance, fhewed him a

large fum of money, and let him know, that the

fhips being already completely laden, was the rea-

fon of his forbearing to make a larger purchafe.

De Cabral having, by the king's defire, taken

on board an ambaffador to his Portuguefe majefty,

he weighed from Cananor, in order to crofs the fea

between India and Africa, in which palTage he took

a very large and rich merchant fliip ; but finding

ihe belonged to Cambaya, he difmilTed her, after

having taken out of her a pilot to conduct him
through the Indian fea, telling the commander,
that Emanuel, king of Portugal, was at war with
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none in India, but the zamorin of Calicut and the

Arabians of Mecca, from whom he had fuffered the

greateft indignities.

Soon after, the fleet was overtaken by a terrible

ftorm when they were near the African coaft, in

which the fliip commanded by Sancho de Toar,
was driven in the night upon a bank^ where, after

the crew and cargo were taken out, and divided

among the other Ihips, fhe was burnt by the ad-

miral's order to prevent her falling into the hands
of the enemy ; but notwithftanding this precau-

tion, the king ofMombalia afterwards found means
to recover the great guns. Following their courfe

in this tempeft, they paflTed by Melinda, not being

able to put in there, nor at any other place upon
the coaft, till they came to Mofambique, where
they caft anchor, in order to refit their Ihips.

De Cabral now fent De Toar to examine the

coaft of Sofala, while he himfelf proceeded on hii^

voyage. On the 22d of May, he doubled the Cape
of Good Hope, and continuing his voyage, arrived

at Lifbon on the 3ifi: of July, 1501.



THE

VOYAGE
OF

CAPTAIN JAMES LANCASTER,

TO THE EAST-INDIES,

The firjl made on Account of the Englifh Eajl-India

Compa?iy.

Containing an account of the particulars that took place after

he failed from Dartmouth, in the year 1600, till his arriva

in the Downs, in 1603.

JLN the year 1600, the merchants of London
having raifed a joint ftock of 72,000!. to be em-
ployed in fhips ;md merchandize, in order to carry

pn a trade to tiie Eaft Indies, for which they had
obtained a patent from Queen Elizabeth, they
bought and fitted out four large (hips, viz the

Dragon of 600 tons and 202 men, commanded
by Capt. James Lancafter, general* ; the He6tor
of 300 tons and 108 men, under the command of

Capt. John Middleton, vice admiral ; the Afcen-
fion of 260 tons and 32 men, in which was William
Brand, chief governor ; and the Sufan, carrying

I84 men, commanded by Capt. John Hayward ; to

which was added, the Gueft, a ihip of 130 tons, as

a vi<^ualler. There were in each of the four fhips

* This gentleman was one of the company to whom the patent

Yvas granted.
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three merchants, who were to fucceed each other

in cafe of death; and the fleet was furniflied with

provifions for twenty months. There were on

board in merchandize and Spanilh money to the

value of 27,0001. and all the reft of the company's

ftock was laid out in the purchaf: and equipment of

the fliips ; in providing them with necelFaries, and
advancing money to the mariners. Queen > Eli-

zabeth gave them letters of recommendation to

feveral princes of India ; and as no great action can

be well carried on, without an abfolute authority,

fhe granted the general a com million of martial

law.

This fleet failed from Dartmouth on the i8th

of April, 160 1, and put into Torbay, where the

general had fent inftru6lions on board all the fhips,

for keeping company at fea, and appointed the

places of rendezvous, in cafe of feparation.

On the 22d of April they departed for the

Canaries, and in the morning of the 5th of May,
had fight of Alegranza, the moft northerly of

thefe illands, but being frequently becalmed, and
often meeting with contrary winds, it was the 21ft

of June, before they got into two degrees north,

where fpying a Portuguefe (hip, they chafed and
took her*. She came from Lifbon with tv;o caracks,

and three galeons bound for the Eaft- Indies,

from which (hips he had been feparated at fea. The
Englifli took out of her 146 butts of wine, 176'

jars of oil, twelve barrels of oil, and fifty-five

hogftieadsof meal, which were equitably diftributed

among the fliips, and was a great help to them
during the whole voyage.
On the laft of June they pafTed the line, and

the 25th of July, got into 10^.40'. fouth latitude,

where they unloaded the Gueft vidiuallar, and after

* Portugal was then fubjeft to the Spaniards, with whom
Queen Eli?:abeth was at war.
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taking her mafts, fails, and yards, broke down
her higher buildings for fire wood, and left her
floating in the fea. Nine days after, they croffed

the tropic of Capricorn, when many of the men
falling fick from their continuing fo long under
the line, by the firft of Augull, all the fhips,

except the general's, were fo thin of men, that

they had fcarce a fufficient number to handle their

fails, and the want of hands became at laft fo

great, that in fome of the fhips the merchants
took their turns at the helm, and like common
failors, went aloft to take in the fails; but at

length, a fair wind fpringing up, they, on the
9th of September, reached Saldanna, and the

He6tor came to an anchor. The general fent his

boats to affift the other fhips in entering the har-

bour, and even went on board himfelf, with a
fufficient number of men, to hoift out their boats

for them.
The reafon why his crew were in better health

than thole of the other fhips, was owing to the
general's having brought fome bottles of the juice

of lemons to fea with him, of which he gave to

every perfon on board, as long as it lafted, three

fpoonfuls every morning failing, not fuffering

them to eat any thing after it till noon.

Mr. Lancafter, having revived the fpirits of

the feeble crews in the other fhips, by the ailiit-

ance he had afforded them, went on fhore, and
meeting with fome of the natives, gave them fe-

veral trifles, as knives, and pieces of iron, making
iigns for them to bring him cows and flieep, which
he eafily made them underftand by fpeaking in

the language of the cattle themfelves. He made
a noife like the lowing of horned cattle, to fliew

that they wanted them, and ufed the found baa

for flieep, which the natives eafily underftood,

without an interpreter. Having difmi fled the peo-

ple, well fatisfied with their prefents and kind
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ufage, he gave orders that every fliip's company
ftiOLild bring their fails on land, ere(5l tents for their

fick, and alio raife works for their defence^ in cafe

the natives fhould take, any difguft, and make
an attempt againft them. Mr. Lancafter alfo gave
orders, that when the natives came down with
cattle, only five or fix men, appointed for that

purpofe, fhould go to deal with them, and that

a body of men with mufltets and pikes, which
were never to be lefs than thirty, fliould come
no nearer the place of fale than 140, or 200 yards

;

but Ihould always ftand drawn up in a rank with
their mulkets on their refts to be re;^dy againft all

accidents. This prudent order beihg ftridtly ob-
ferved, none could go to fpeak to any of the natives

without leave, which had fo happy an efFe6l, that

the harmony, which now fubfifted between them,
was not broken during their ftay.

The third day after their arrival, the people
brought down beef and mutton, which the fliips

companies bought for pieces of old iron hoops;
giving two pieces of eight inches each for an ox,
and one piece of eight inches for a Iheep ; which
fo well pleafed the natives, that in ten or twelve
days, they fold them 1000 flieep, and forty-two
oxen, and would have fupplied them with more if

they had wanted. Thefe oxen were full as big as

the Englifli, and very fat ; many of the fheep were
much larger than thofe of the Englifh breed, and
the flefh exceeding good, fat and fweet. However^
after this trade was over, though the natives often

came to vifit them, they fliewed no inclination

to renew it, but when the Englifh made fign?*

for more flieep, they pointed to thofe that had been
brought, which were kept grazing upon the hill*

about the tents ; it was therefore imagined, that

the natives were under fome apprehcnfions of their

intending to fettle there.
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• During their ftay here, they met with fuch re--

frefhment, that all the men recovered their health

and ftrength, except four or five, but thefe added
to thofe who died before their arrival, amounted
to 105, and yet the remainder were thought
ftronger when they left this bay, than at their

departure from England.
The general having caufed all the tents to be

taken down, and received on board a frefh fupply

of wood and water, put to fea on the 29th of 06\o-
ber, and on the 26th of November fell in with the

liead land of the lUand of Madagafcar, fomewhat
totheeailof Cape Sebaftian, and continued ply-

ing to the eaftward till the 15th of December,
about which tmie, the men began again to fall

fick of the fcurvy.

On the 17th day, they had fight of the fouther-

moft part of St. Mary's Ifland, and the next day,

having anchored between it and Madagafcar, they

fent their boats alhore to the former ifland, where
they got plenty of lemons and oranges ; but while

they were riding there, there arofe fo violent a

Horm, that three of the Ihips were driven from
their anchors, but at length the tempeft abating,

after it had continued fixteen hours, the fliips

returned.

St. Mary's Ifland is high land, and full of

woods, the people are black, and the men tall and
handfome, with curled hair, only they Itroke up
that on their foreheads, by which means it Hands
about three inches upright. They go quite naked,
except a fmall covering hanging from the waifl:,

and feem to be extremely brave, yet are eafy to

converfe with. Though their principal food is

rice and fifli, the Englifli could get but a fmall

quantity of the former, for as the harveft was at

hand, they had nearly confumed their whole fl:ock.

They could therefore obtain nothing more than a

little goat's milk ; for they faw only one cow, and

2
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tbat was driven away as foon as the people per-

ceived the Englifli were landing. There are two
or three watering places on the north part of the

ifland, none of which are very commodious, yet

with fome trouble water enough may be had.

However, as there was fo little refrelliments to

be obtained, and as the place they rode in was
very dangerous, they failed on the 23d for An-
tongilj on the 25th, they entered that bay, and
came to an anchor between a fmall illand lying in

the bottom of the bay and the main, which was a

very fafe road ; but on landing in this little ifland,

they found a writing laid in the rocks, that five

Dutch fliips had been there about two months be-

fore, and that while they rode in that place, they

had loft 150 or 200 men by ficknefs.

Landing the day after in the main ifland, the

people foon repaired to them, and by figns in-

formed them of the five Dutch fiiips, and that

they had bought the moft part of their provifions.

However, they entered into barter with the Eng-
lifli, to whom they fold hens, rice, oranges,
lemons, and plantains, but held them up at a
high rate. Their market was near a great river,

upon which the Englifli went in their boats ; thofe

appointed to be buyers landing, while the reft ftaid

in their boats at fifteen or twenty yards diftance,

where the natives could not come at them ; though
they were always ready with their weapons in

their hands to take in thofe who were on fliore,

whenever it ihould be necefifary. The natives

trifled away fome days before they would deal with
them ; for they were very fubtle in buying and
felling, continually inlifting upon having a little

more, and if that wns once complied with, none
would afterwards fell under that price.

The general, perceiving this ^roublefome dif-

pofition, ordered meafures to be made, which held
VOL. III. R r
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near a quart, and appointed how many glafs beads
fhould be given for every meafure. The like
order was made with refpeft to oranges, lemons,
and plantains. The number to be given for every
bead was fixed, nor were they to deal on other
terms. The natives, after holding off a little, at
length confented, and from this prudent regula-
tion, their dealings became frank, and without
any farther cavilling or difpute. The Englilh
bought here, fifteen tons and a quarter of rice,

forty or titty bufliels of peas and beans, great ftore

of oranges, lemons, and plantains, eight cows,
and fome fowl. While they rode in this bay, they
joined togethera pinnace ofeighteen tons, brought
out of England in pieces, and cutting down fome
of the trees which grew there in great abundance,
fawed them into boards and fheathed her. This
ve/Tel was of uie in going before their Ihips, in

order to make the proper foundings, to prevent
the large vefTeis running on the rocks and Ihoals.

In this bay there died out of the Dragon, the

mafter's mate, the chaplain, and the furgeon, with
ten common men ; and out of the He6tor the

mailer and two others, all of whom were car-

ried off by the flux, fuppofed to be oecalioned

by the water they drank on fhore. Unfortunately
as the mafter's mate of the Dragon was carrying
to land, in order to be interred, the captain of the

Afcenfion took his boat to attend the ceremony,
and as it is the cuflom at fea, to difcharge fome
pieces of ordnance at the interment of any officer

;

the gunner fired three guns, and the bullets being
in them, one ftruck the Afcenfion 's boat, and
killed both the captain and boatfwain's mate, who
thus by going to fee the burial of another, were
both buried here themfelves.

On the i6th of March, the fliips left this bay,

and on the i6th, fell in with an ifland, called

Roque-Pizj in I o^, 30'. fouth latitude. Here the
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general Cent his boat in fearch of a proper road,

but (he mortly found deep water where (hips could

not ride in fafety. In coafting this ifland, they

found that it had a beautiful appearance ; it was
exceeding full of cocoa-nut treeSj and the breezes

that blew from the (hore were as fragrant, as if

they had proceeded from a garden of flowers. As
the boats approached the land, they faw abundance
of fifh, and the fowls came flying about them in

fuch multitudes, that the failors killed many of

them with their oars, and thefe were found to

be the fatteft and beft they had tailed in all their

voyage.

After being feveral times In danger of running
upon the rocks, they on the 9th of May, had fight

of the iflands of Nicobar, and bearing in, anchor-

ed on the fouth fide under a fmall ifland that lies

near the fhore. Here they met with few refrefli-

ments, except frefli water, and fome cocoa-nuts.

The people came on board in long canoes, each
of which would hold at leafl: twenty men, bring-
ing gums to fell infl:ead of amber, by which feveral

on board were deceived. They alfo brought hens
and cocoa-nuts, but fet £0 high a price upon them,
that few were bought.
Having ftaid here ten days, they fet fail on the

20th in the morning for Sumatra, but were hin-

dered by the currents and the wind, which blew
hard at fouth-fouth-wefl:. By thus beating up and
down, the (hips became leaky, which obliged them
to fteer to the ifland of Sombrero, ten or twelve
leagues to the northward of Nicobar. The people
of thefe iflands have only a covering round their

waift. They have a tawny complexion, and paint
their faces of feveral colours. They are well
limbed; but fo fearful, that none of them would
venture on board the fliips, or even the boats.

Leaving Sombrero on the 29th of May, they,

oil the 6th of June, anchored in the road of Acljen,
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in the ifland of Sumatra, about two miles from
the city, where they found fixteen or eighteen

fail of feveral nations, fome of Bengola, and others

of Calicut, Guzarat, Pegu, and Cathay. There
foon came on board two Holland merchants, who
had been left to learn the manners and language

of the country, by whom they were informed,

that they Ihould be very welcome to the king, who
was defirous of entertaining ftrangers, and that

the queen of England was renowned in thofe parts,

for the great vi(?tory Ihe had obtained over the king
of Spain.

The fame day in which the flaips came to an an-

chor in the road of Achen, Mr. James Lancafter

fent Capt. Middleton with four or five gentlemeri

to attend him, to wait on the king, and inform

him, that he was fent from the general of thofe

Ihips, who had a melfage and letter from the moft

iliuftrious queen of England, to the moft worthy
king of Achen and Sumatra. He was alfo to defire

to know, if it was his majefty's royal pleafure, to

give the general audience, with a fafe condu6t for

himfelf and his people, in order to deliver his lettet*

and mellage.

Capt. Middleton was very kindly entertained by
the king, who readily granted his requeft, and
aflxed him many queftions ; after which he caufed

a banquet to be prepared for him, and at his de-

parture, gave him a robe and a calico turban

wrought with gold, as a fpecial mark of his favour.

He fent word that the general Ihould ftay one day

on board his (hips, to reft himfelf after the fiitigues

of his voyage, and the next land, to receive an

audience, and that he might venture on fliore with

as much fecurity, as if they Vv'ere in the kingdom
of the queen his miftrefs.

On the day fixed, the general landed with about

thirty attendants, and on his going on Ihore, was

met by the Dutch merchants, who, as it had been
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Agreed, condu6led him to their houfe ; for he would

take no houfe of his own, till he had fpoken vvitli

the king. Soon after, a nobleman coming, fainted

the general, and having declared that he came
from his majefty, demanded the queen's letter:

but the general refufed to give it him, faying, it

was the privilege of amballadors in thofe parts of

the world from whence he came, to deliver their

letters to the princes themfelves, and not to any
who reprefented their perlbn. The nobleman theu

defired to fee the fuperfcription, which he copied,

and having looked earneftly at the f:al, he with

great courtefy took his leave, to make a report of

"what had palfed.

Soon after, the king fent fix large elephants,

with many trumpets, drums, and dreamers, and
a confiderable number of people, to accompany the

general to court. The largelt of the elephants was

about thirteen or fourteen feet high, and had a

fmall caftle like a coach upon his back, covered

with crimfon velvet, in the middle was a great gold

bafon, covered with a piece of filk richly em-
broidered, and into this cup was put the queen's

letter. The getieral was mounted upon another of
the elephants ; fome of his attendants rode, and
others went on foot; but on his coming to the gate

of the palace, he was llopt by a nobleman, till he

went in to know the king's farther pleafure, but
foon returning, he defired the general to enter.

On his being admitted into the king's prefence,

he paid him his refpe6ts after the manner of the

country ; declaring, that he was fent from the molt
mighty queen of England, to congratulate his

highnefs, and enter into a treaty of peace and
amity with him. As he was going on with his dif-

courfe, the king interrupted him, faying, " I am
*' fure you are weary with the long voyage you
" have taken, and would have you fit down to

J<
^'efrelh yourfelf, you are very welcome^ and fiiall
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*' have whatever you ean in reafon demand fet
" your miftiefs's fake ; for Ihe is worthy of all kind-
" nefs, fince fame fpeaks her to be a princefs of
'*^ noble difpolitions."

Upon this, the general delivered the queen's
letter, which his majefty readily received, and
then delivered it to a nobleman who flood by.
The general next oflfered the prefent, v^rhich was
a filver bafon with a fountain in the middle, the
whole weighing 205 ounces, a large filver cup, a
rich looking-glafs, a head -piece, on which was 3
plume of feathers, a cafe of very handfome dag-
gers, a rich embroidered belt, and a fan of feathers.
Thefe were all received by a nobleman, only the
king took the fan into his own hand, and fceming
moft pleafed with that, caufal one of his women
to fan him with it.

The general then feating himfelf crofs-legged on
the ground, according to the cuftom of the coun-
try, a very great banquet was ferved up ; all the
difhes of which were either of pure gold, or of
another metal much efteem,ed at Acben, called
tambaic, which is a mixture of gold and brafs.
During this entertainment, the king as he fat in a
gallery about a fathom from the ground, drank
feveral times to the general in arrack ; but Mr.
Lancafter perceiying its ftrength, after the firft

draught, drank either water alone, or mixed with
the arrack. The feaft being over, his majefty fent
for fome girls to conie and dance, and his women
to play to them on mufic. Thefe women were
richly drefTed, and adorned \yith bracelets and
jewels. This v/as efteemed an extraordinary fa-

vour, as they were not ufually feen by any, but
fuch as the king would greatly honour. The king
then gave the general a fine white robe of calico,
richly embroidered with gold, a very handfome
turky leather belt, and two crofTes, which are a
^ind of daggers, all which a nobleman pnt on for
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him in the king's prefence. In this manner he
Was difmiflTed, and a perfon fent with him to make
choice of a houfe in the city, where the general

ihould think moft convenient. But he declined

this favour, and rather chofe to return on board
the Ihip.

The next time the general went to court, he
had a long conference with the king about the

queen's letter, with which his majefty Teemed
much pleafed. He profefTed that he was very
delirous of entering into a league with the queen
of England; obferved, that as to the demandp;
relating to trade, he had giving two of his nobles

orders to confer with him on that fubjedt, and
promifed, that whatever her majefty had requefted,

Ihould be granted.

With this fatisfa6tory anfwer, the general after

another banquet departed, and the next day fent

to the noblemen the king had mentioned, to know
the time they ihould chufe for the conference : one
of them was the chief-prieft of Achen, a man who
well delerved the high elteem, which both the
king and the people had for him ; for he was a
perfon of great wifdom and temperance : the other
was one of the ancient nobility, a perfon of much
gravity, but not fo fit for tranfafting bufinefs as

the prieft. The parties having met at the time
appointed, the conference was held in Arabic,
which, both the prieft and nobleman underftood

;

and on this occafion, a Jew whom the general
brought from England, and who fpoke that lan-

guage perfe61:ly, ferved as interpreter. Several

demands being made relating to the privileges of
the merchants, the prieft aflted him what reafons
he had to offer, to induce the king to grant them.
Upon which the general alleged the queen's aff^ec-

tion and friendfhip ; her worthinefs in protecting

others again ft the king of Spain ; the common
enemy in thofe parts. Her not fufFering any
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prince to exceed her in kindnefs ; that her forced

had fZained many vi6tories over the Spaniards,

and hindered the attempts of the Portuguefe in

that part of the world, and that the grand fignior

had already entered into a league with her majefty.

The general next laid down reafons drawn from
the advantages ariiing from commerce. He al-

leged, tiiat the king could not avoid being fenli-

ble of the benefits which trade procured for all

countries, and the increafe it produced in the

revenues of the feveral princes, by the cuftoms

laid on commodities: that fovereigns grew re-

nowned and formidable, in proportion to the

wealth of their fubjecls, which was augmented by
commerce: that the more kindly ftrangers were

entertained, the more trade flouriihed, and con-

fequently the prince became more rich. That
with regard to Achen in parti,cular, the port lay

well for the trade of Bengala, Java, the Mollucos,

and China, which countries having a vent for their

merchandize, would not fail to refort thither with

them. That as by this means the king's power
would increafe, the trade of the Portuguefe, and
their great ftrength in the Indies, would gradually

diminfn. That in cafe his majefty fhould want
any artificers, he might have them from England,
only fatisfying them for their voyage, and allow-

ing them free liberty to return when they thought
lit. That any other necelTary which his country
afforded, Ihould be at the king's fervice, prefum-

ing that his majefty would not demand any thing,

to which the queen could not with pleafure con-

fent, or that fliould be contrary either to her ho-

nour, the laws, or leagues with Chriftian princes.

The general farther demanded, that his majefty

would caufe immediate proclamation, that none of

his people fhould abufe any of the Englifli; but

. that they fliould be allowed to carry on their bufi-

nefs peaceably, and this laft requeft was fo eifec-
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tually complied with, that though the king's fub-

je6ls were ftri6lly forbid wali^ing by night, yet the

Englilh might go about, both by night and in the

day, without interruption, only, if any of them
were found abroad at unlawful hours, they were

brought home to the general's houfe, and there

delivered up.

The conference being ended, the high-prieft de-

fired the general to let him have a memorandum
in writing of his reafons, and the privileges he de-

manded in the queen's name, telling him, that

within a few days, he fliould have his majefty's an-
fwer. After this, fome difcourfe palTed relating to

the affairs of Chriftendom, and then they broke up
for that time.

The general having taken care to fend a copy
of his demands to thefe commiflaries, the next time

he went to court, finding the king engaged at a

cock fighting, which was one of his majefty's chief

diverfions, he fent his interpreter, to defire of his

raajefty to be mindful of the bufinefs, about which
he had conferred with his nobles. Upon this, the

king calling the general, told him, that he would
willingly enter into a peace with her majefty, and
that, as for the articles he had fet down in writing,

they fliould all be drawn up fair by one of his fecre-

taries, and authorized by himfelf ; and accordingly
within five or fix days, they were delivered to the

general, by the king's own hand, with many ex-

preilions of kindnefs.

The fubftance of the articles were, firft, That
the Englifh lliould have free liberty to trade. Se-

condly, That their goods fliould be cuftom free,

whether imported orexported, and that they fliould

be aOifted by the veflels of Achen to fave their fhips,

commodities, and men, from being wrecked, in

cafe of danger. Thirdly, That they fliould have
liberty to n^ake wills, and bequeath their effe6ts to

whom they pleafed. Fourthly, That all their bar-

VOL. JII. S f
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gains fliould be coniirmcd, and orders granted for

payment, by the fubjeds of Achen. Fifthly, That
they Ihould have authority to execute juftice on
their own men. Sixthly, That they fhould have
juftice againlt the natives for injuries done them.
Seventhly, That their goods Ihould not be flop-

ped, nor prices fet on them j and eighthly. That
they Ihould be allowed liberty of confcience.

This league of peace and amity being fettled,

the merchants attempted to provide pepper for

lading the (hips; but found there was little to be
had, on account of the laft year's fterility. How-
ever, being informed by fome of the natives, that

at a port called Priaman, about 150 leagues from
thence, they might lade one of their fmall (hips,

Mr. Lan caller fent the Sufan thither, and ap-

pointed Mr. Henry Middleton captain and chief

merchant of that veliM.

The general v/as not a litt'.e concerned, that

Capt. John Davis, the principal pilot, had told

the merchants before their leaving London, that

pepper was to be had hert for four rials of eight,

the lumdred weight: whereas it eoft them almoft

twenty; and on this account, he was perplexed
how to lade the (hips fo as to fave his own credit,

preferve the efteem of the company by which he was'

employed, and keep up the reputation of his coun-

try, confidering how difgraceful it would appear in

the eyes of tl.e neighbouring nations, if they fliould

return empty from the Indies. Befides, the For-

tuguefe ambaffador watched every Hep they took,

though he was no ways acceptable to the kiPig: for

having:, the laft time of his being at court, r.iked

leave to fettle a fciftory, and build a fort at the en-

trance of the harbour, under the pretence of fe-

curing the merchants goods from fire, the king
iilked him, if his maftcr had a daughter to give his

fon, that he was fo careful of the prefervation of

his country, and added, that he need not be at the
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charge of building a fort, fince he had a proper

hoLife within land, about two leagues from the city,

which he would fpare him, for the ufe of his

factory, where they might dwell without fear,

either of enemies or fire, for he would prote<5l

them. The king was much difpleafed at the info^

lence of the demand, and the ambalTador went
from court much difTatisfied.

Soon after, an Indian came to the general's

houfe to fell poultry, and as this Indian belonged
to the Portuguefe captain, who came with a cargo
of rice from the port of Bengala, ^nd lay in the

ambaiTador's houfe, the general fufpe^^ed that the
Indian was only fent as a fpy. However, he gave
orders that he.iliould be well ufed, and that they
fliould always buy his fowls, and give him a hand-
fome price for them. At laft, the general taking
occafion to talk with him, alked whence he came,
and to what country he belonged, adding, '' That
" fuch an agreeable young man deferved a better
*' employment than buying and felling of fowls."
*' Sir," anfwercd the Indian, '^ I ferve this Portu-
'^ guefe captain, but though I was free born, I am
*' neither bound nor free: for I have been v^ith
*' him fo long, that now he partly reckons me his
" own: and thole of his nation are fo powerful,
** that we cannot contend with them." ** Then,"
*' faid the general, '' if you have any value for
^' your liberty, which you well deferve, wiiat
'' would you do for him who Ihould give it \ou,
*' and fave you the trouble of pleading with your
** mafter for it? '' Sir," replied the Indian, ** free-
*' dom is as precious as life, and that I would frQcW
" venture for him who Hiould do me the favour:
*' put me therefore upon any fervice, and I will
'' make good my words." '' Well," faid the ge-
neral, " you urge me to prove whetiicr you mean
" fincerely or not, I afii you then what the ambai-
" fador fays of me, and my fliips, and what are
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*« his defigns?" *' Sir/' fays the Indian, " he has

'' a fpy on board all your fhips, a Chinefe, who
*' continually keeps company with your people^ fo

<' that he has a draught not only of your Ihips,

*' and their bulk, but of every piece of ordnance
^' belonging to each ; how they are placed, and
** what number of hands there are on board. He
*' finds your fliips ftrong, but your men fick and
"^ weak, and that with a fmall force they might be
" taken by furprife, he therefore defigns, in a few
*' days, to fend his draughts to Malacca, in order
** to obtain a force fufficient to attempt them."
The general laughed heartily at this news, fay-

ing, " The ambaflador is not fuch a fool as you
** reprefent him, for he knows very well, that
^' I care but little for all the forces he can mufler
*' in thefe parts. But go, be here once or twice
*' a day, and tell me whether the ambaffador
" proceeds in his defign, and when the melfengers
*' are to depart with thefe draughts, and though
*f it will be but of little fervice to me to know it,

*' 1 will give you your liberty."

The Indian Vv^ent away highly fatisfied, as was

vilible by his countenance, and the quicknefs of

his pace, and by his means, the general learned

whatever the ambaflador did in the day, either

the fame night or the next morning, and he be-

haved with fuch caution, that neither any of the

ambalTador's family, nor the Englilh themfelves

knew what he came about.

The next day the general was fent for to court,

where his majefty difcourfed with him about an

embaify fent to him by the king of Siam, relating

to the conqueft of Malacca, and the forces he

would affift him with by fea, if he undertook that

fervice. This propofal the general fecondcd with

many reafons, and took occafion to mention how
infolently the Portuguefe ambaffador behaved, and

that he only came as a fpy to difc^ver tiie llrength
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of the kingdom. The king replied, that he knew
them to be his enemy ; but wondered iiow he came
to know it. The general anTwered, that the am-
bafTador had planted fpies about hhn to obferve

all his a6lions, and to pry into his deiigns, and
had gotten a draught of his fliips, in order to fend

it to Malacca, and procure a force from thence to

attack them by furprife. At this the king fmiled,

obferving, that he need not fear any danger from
that quarter, fince all the ftrength they were able

to mufter at Malacca, could not do him any harm
;

to which the general replied, that he did i^ot fear

any attempt they could make again ft him ; but

thatfuch intelligence would make them keep with-

in their ports, and prevent his being able to come
at them, and therefore intreated his majelty to

detain two of theambaffkdor's fervants, wlio with-

in three days, were to fet out for another port in

order to avoid being intercepted, and were there to

hire a bark to fail with thisintelligence to Malacca.

This the king promifed, and the general took his

leave.

The ambalTador's fervants accordingly depart-

ed with the draughts, and their mafter's letters,

to a port about twenty-five leagues from Achen,
where, having agreed for their paffage, they em-
barked; but as they were going over the bar,

they were followed by a frigate, which caufed

them to lower their fails, that the officer might fee

their lading. As foon as he was on board, he per-

ceived the two Portuguefe, alked them whence they
came and whither they were going; to which they
anfwered, that they came from Achen, ap.d be-

longed to the Portuguefe ambaflador ; but the

officer told them, that they had robbed their maf-
ter, and therefore, he would fend them back to

him to anfwer for themfelves. In the coaiufion

which arofe upon this occalion, they lolt their

draughts and letters, their trunks alfo were broken
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open, and they fent bound to Achen, to be deli-

vered to the ambaffador in cafe they belonged to

him.
The general had intelligence of all that pafiTed,

and the Indian came daily to fell his fowls, with

his mafter's confent. By this time, the fu mraer

was pretty well over, and it being now September,

it was time for the general to put to fea. But at

this very time, he heard, that the ambaflador had

obtained his difpatch from the king to be gone.

Upon which, going to court, he fent the interpre-

ter to delire the honour of an audience, which

being granted, the king demanded his errand,

when the general replied, that it had pleafed his

highnefs to do him many favours, which had em-
boldened him to requeft one kindnefs more. The
king afked him what it was, and whether there

were more Porluguefe going to Malacca, to hinder

his meafures ? The general replied that there were,

and that the ambaiiador having obtained his ma-
jefty's difi^atch, was determined to depart withiii

five days, and that he begged of his majefty to

detain him ten. To which the king replied, that

he would, provided he would bring him a Portii-

guefe maiden when he returned.

With this anfwer the general took his leave,

and three fiiips being ready, the captain of a

Dutch vefTel who was in the road, defired he might

bear the general company, and take a part in this

adventure. His fhip was about two hundred tons,

and it was agreed, that he fhpuld have an eighth

ofwhatlhould betaken. Mean while the Afcen-

fion was to ftay behind to complete her lading, of

which fhe had above three parts on board.

After '^Ir. Lancafter's departure, the Portu-

guefe ambaffador appeared very eager to be gone ;

but the king deferred figning his paifport for twen-

ty-four days after the general's putting to fea,

and then exurellcd htS' wonder that he (hould be in
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(I
fuch hafle, fince the Englilli commander was at

si fea, obferving, that as he was ftronger than the
' ambaflador, he might do him a mifchief, if he

1
fliOLiId meet with him. But he replying, that he

|t depended upon the fwiftnefs of his frigate, and
'/ that he defied all the force of the Englifh, the
r king feemed reconciled to his departure, and gave
him his difpatch.

^
On the 3d of O6tober, crnifing near the fireights

j ofMalacca the Hedor obferved a fail, upon which,

I
directions were given to fpread themfelves out a

't mile and a half, that flie might not pals them in

a the dark. The fliip at length fell in with the

I
He6tor, and after a ihort engagement (he was

I
taken. This (hip came from St. Thomas's in the

I
bay of Bengal, and was bound for Malacca ; ihe

I
Was of 900 tons burden, and had above 600 per-
sons, men, women, and children on board. In
iive or fix days they had entirely unladen her
cargo, confilting of 950 packs of calicoes and pin-
tadoes, a great quantity of rice and other goods.
After which, a ftorm arifing they returned the iliip

to her commander, fent all her men on board,
» and then left her riding at anchor.

On the 24th of 06Lober, they again cafi: anchor

i

in the port of Achen, when the general went on
jj
Ihore, and found all the merchnnts highly f^itis-

^'iied with the entertainment they had received
xfi-om the king during his abf:?nce. The general
therefore, to exprefs his gratitude, chofe fuch of
the prize goods as he thought would be moil:

.agreeable to his majelly, and prefented them at
''his firft going to court. The king received the
prefent, welcomed the general, and feemed to re-
joice at his good fuccefs againll the Portugucfe;
hut jeftingly told him, he had forgot the mod:
important bufinefs he had requeued from hiin,
which was the fair Porti-.guele maiden ; but the
general replied. That he met vviih none who
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deferved that honour. The general afterwards
commanded the merchants to put on board the
Afcenfion, all the fpices they had bought in his

abfence, which were fcarcely fufficientto complete
her lading, and there was no more to be expefted
till the next year ; he refolved therefore to fail to

Bantam, where he was told, that he would meet
with a good fail for his commodities, and plenty

of pepper much cheaper than at Achin. But be-

fore his departure, he went to court and had a

long conference with the king, who delivered

him a letter for the queen, written in Arabic,

with a prefent to her majefty of three rich pieces

of cloth of gold, and a ring fet with a very fine ru-

by. He alfo made the general a prefent of another

ruby ring. On his taking leave, the king aflted

him, if the Englilli had the Pfalms of David
amongft them, to which he anfwered that they

had, and fung them daily. Then, faid the king,

I, and thefe nobles about me, will fing a pialm to

God for your profperity, which being ended, the

king aiked him to ling another pfalm, though it

were in his own language, and there being twelve

in company, they immediately complied with his

requeft. This done, the general took his leave,

when the king faid, he hoped God would blefs

them all in their voyage, and condu6l them fafe

to their own country, adding, if hereafter your

Ihips return to this port, you (liall find the fame

good lifuageyou have hitherto experienced.

On the ninth of November, they left Achen*,
and after keeping company ten days, the admiral

difpatched his letters for England by the Afcen-

fion, file fleering her courfe towards the Cape of

Good Hope, and they for Bantam in fcarch of the

* See a very particular defcription of the whole ifland of Su-

matra in general, and of Acheii in particular, in Commodore
Beauiieu's Vovaee,
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Sufan, which had orders to lade at Priaman. Con-
tinuing their courfe, they palTed the line, the
third time, and reached Priaman on the 26th of

November, where the Sufan had purchafed about
600 bahors of pepper, and 66 of cloves. Their
pepper coft them lefs than at Achen, though none
grows near the port ; it being brought from a place

called Manangacabo, at eight or ten leagues dif-

tance in the country.

Priaman produces no other commodity but
gold duft wafhed out of the fands of the rivers

that fall from the mountains. It is a good place

of refrediments, and is very healthful, for though
it lies within iifteen minutes of the line, the air

is extremely good.

The general having taken in provifions, and
ordered the captain of the Sufan to complete her
lading with pepper as foon as poffible, and then
to depart for England, failed on the 4th of De-
cember towards Bantam. On the 15th, he entered
the ftreights of Sunda, and coming to an anchor
under an ifland, called Pulo Panfa ; the next
morning he made the road of Bantam. On the

17th, the general fent Capt. Middleton to inform
the king, that he was come by order of the queen
of England, and held both a raeffage and a letter

from her, requiring his majefty's fate condudf^ that

he might land and deliver it.

The king anfwered, that he was very glad of

his coming, and fent a nobleman back with the

captain to welcome the general, and accompany
him on his landing. Being arrived at court he
found the king, who was a child of ten or eleven

years of age, fitting with iixteen or eighteen no-

blemen about him. When Mr. Lancaller paying
his refpe6ls, the king welcomed him, and after

fome difcourfe, he delivered the queen's letter

into his majefty's hand, with a prcfent of plate

and other things^ which the king received with
VOL. III. T t
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apparent pleafure, and referred the general to one
of his nobles, who was then protestor. After
talking an hour an half on different fubje6ts, that

nobleman invited him to land his men, afTuring

him, that they might buy and fell without molef-

tation, and with as much fafety, as if they were

in their own country. He was then allowed liberty

to chufe a houfe, and within two days, the mer-
chants brought goods on Ihore, and began to

fell ; but one of the king's nobles coming to inform
the general, that the king muft be allowed to

furnilh himfelf before his fubjefts, he immediately
agreed that he fliould, and the king being ferved,

the merchants again went forwards with their fales

with fuch difpateh, that in five weeks time they

fold more goods than would pay for the lading

of both the Ihips, and brought from thence 27^
bags of pepper, each of which contained lixty-two

pounds, and coll five rials and a half of eight,

belldes anchorage and the king's cuftom. The
anchorage for both lliips amounting to 1500 rials

of eight, and the cuftom was one rial of eight upon
every bag.

As faft as they bought their pepper, they fent

it on board, fo that by the loth of February 1603,

their fliips were compleatly laden, and ready to

depart. In the mean time, Capt. Middleton
of the He61:or, fell fick on board, upon which

the general went to vifit him, but though he

found him walking about, he died early the next

morning.
The general now ordered the pinnace, which

held about 40 tons, to be laden with commodities,

and putting in her twelve men with feme mer-

chants, fent her to trade and fettle a fadtory at

the Moluccas againft the retin^n of the next fliips

from England. He alio left eight men and three

faftors at Bantam, appointing Mr. Storkey, the

principal perfon among them, to fell fuch goods
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as he left behind^ and to provide lading for the

fliips againft the next return. Then going to

court to take leave of the king, he received a letter

and prefent for Queen Elizabeth, which confifted

of fome bezoar ftones^ with one for himfelf, to-

gether with a Java dagger.

On the 2oth of February^ they fet fail for Eng-
land, and after fuffering by feveral violent llormsj

tlie fea, on the 3d of May, beat with fuch violence

on the Dragon's quarter, that it ihook the iron-

work of the rudder with fuch force, that the next
morning, it broke quite offfrom the ftern and funk.

The terror and apprehenfions of the men were now
at the greateft height, the moft experienced ma-
riners being at a lofs how to proceed: for in this

tempeftuous fea, the fhip drove up and down like a
wreck, which way foever the wind carried her, fo

that llie was fometiraes within three or four leagues

of the Cape of Good Hope, and was then driven by
a contrary wind to almoft 40*^. fouthward into the
hail and fnow, where they fuffered greatly by the

cold, which rendered their cafe ftill more de-

plorable, yet all this while the He6tor induftri-

oufly kept her company; but after trying feveral

expedients, they found, that unlefs they could
make a new rudder and hang it, they muft perifli

in thefe feas. This they were at a lofs how to per-

form in fo dangerous a part of the ocean, the ihip

being of 7 or 800 tons burden ; but neceffity oblig-

ing them to try all poffible means, the general or-

dered the carpenter to make one out of the mizen-
maft, and though they had loft moft of the irons

which faftened it, they proceeded with the work,
and one of the men dived down the fide of the fhip

to fearch what irons were left behind, when he
found only two whole and one broken.
The rudder being finiftied, and having a fair

day, they faftened it on, and proceeded home-
wards, but within three or four hours, the fea
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took it off again, and they had much ado to fave

it, with the lofs of another of their irons, fo that

now having only two to hang it by, the men de-

fpaired of fucceeding, and defired to quit the fliip

and go into the Hedor ; but this the general op-

pofed, and going into his cabbin, wrotje a letter

to England to be carried by the Hedtor, which he

ordered to depart, and leav€ him there, without

letting one of the company know of it. This
letter being delivered, the general expected the

He6tor would have left him in the night; but he

found her within fight in the morning, and Ihe

ft ill kept two or three leagues from him, for the

mafter, who was an honeft worthy man loved the

general, and was loth to leave him in fuch diftrefs.

However, the people on board now found it necef-

fary to exert themfelves ; the carpenter mended
the rudder again, and within two or three days,

the weather beginning to be fomewhat fair, and
the fea fmooth, they made a fignal to the He^lor,

who came up, and the mafter bringing with him
the beft fwimmers he had in his fhip, helped them
to hang the rudder again fo firmly, that they were
in hopes of at length getting into a port.

Being fenfible that they had doubled the Cape
of Good Hope by the height they were in to the

northward, they failed directly for the ifland of St.

Helena, which to their great joy, they reached on
the i6th of June, and caftanchor in twelve fathoms
water, oppofite a fmall chapel which the Portu-
guefe had built there long before. On their land-

ing, they found many writings, by which they

were informed that the Carracks had departed but

eight days before. Here they found wild goats ;

but they were very hard to be caught : the gene-
ral therefore, appointed four of the beft markfmen
he had, to go into the middle of the ifland with

four men to attend on each, to carry the goats

that were killed to the rendezvous, and every
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day there went twenty men to fetch them to the

Ihips, who took care not to make any noife that

might frighten the animals, and by this means
the fliips were plentifully fupplied. While they
ftaid there, they repaired their Ihips, and all their

iick recovered by the refrelhments they received

on (hore, of which they had great need, fince they

had been continually beating the fea for three

months without feeing land.

On the 5th of July, they fet fail from this ifland,

fleering northweft, and on the nth of September
i5o3, completed their voyage, by arriving fafe

in the Downs.
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EXPEDITION
OF

COMMODORE BEAULIEU,

TO THE EAST-INDIES.

Commodore Beaulieu, with three fliips under his command,
fails from Honfleur Road, on the fecond of Oftober, 1619.

After a voyage of three years and two months, he arrives fafe

at Havre de Grace.

JL H E author, M. Beaulieu, bore the moft

diftinguifhed chara6ter, both for his integrity and
abilities. When the French, in the year 1616',

firll formed a delign of trading to the Eaft-Indies,

this gentleman, who had before failed to the river

Gambia, on the coaft of Africa, was promoted to

that command, though he had no other recom-
mendation than his merit. Of this expedition, he

has written the following account, which was
firft publifhed in Thevenot's colle6tion. As this

performance has been univerfally efteemed, and
gives a very juft idea of trade, we Ihall give an
abftra6l of it in the author's own manner.
On the 2d of Odober, 16 19, I failed from Hon-

fieur road with three Ihips; the Montmorancy of

450 tons, 162 men, 22 guns, and 20 padereroes

;

the Hope of 400 tons, 117 men, 26 guns, and 20

padereroes: and an advice boat, called the Her-
mitage, of 75 tons, 30 men, 8 guns, and 8 pade-

reroes : all vi<5tualled for two years and a half.
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On the 17th, we came in light of Madeira, which,

though it lies very high, the weather was fo foggy,

that we could fcarce difcern it. As the Montmo-
rancy was deep laden, and embarralTed with an
unwieldy rudder, which two or three men were

fcarcely able to manage, we refolved to make the

beft of our way to Cape Sierra Leona, in order to

have a new one made, or to alter the old one.

On the I ft of November, we made the coaft of

Africa, between the river Senegal, and Cape Verd,

and the next day, about eight in the morning,

doubled that cape, which lies very low, and coaft-

ed along the Ihore, in order to get into Rufifco

road, but the wind being contrary, prevented us.

On the 15th, having refolved to fend the advice

boat to the Idol iflands to purchafe provifions, I

furnifhed the boat with calTave, and knives, which
were proper commodities for thofe iflands, and re-

inforced its complement with Capt. Soyer and fix

foldiers, ordering Capt. Ridel, who commanded
the pinnace, not to treat with the natives without
hoftages, nor to ftay there above three days at

moft ; but with all poffible expedition to rejoin us
at Tagrin.

On the 19th, we defcried the Idol iflands, in 9^.

30'. north latitude. They are covered with wood,
and except Tagrin, are the higheft land between
Cape Verd and Cape Sierra Leona. The largefl:,

and moft fouthern of thefe iflands, is called Great
Idol, which affords water and feveral forts of fowls ;

but its inhabitants, who are very numerous, are

not to be dealt with without hoftages. The LelTer

Idol alfo affords water. Befides thefe two, there
are other fmaller iflands ; but they are fo incon fidcr-

able as not to be diftinguiflied by any name : thofe

given to thefe two, are taken from a river of the
fame name on the continent, the mouth of which
lies oppofite to them, at the diftance of about three
or four leagues. The natives, who are negroes.
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are idolaters, great hunters, and feed upon the
flefh of elephants.

On the 23d of November, we arrived at Cape
Sierra Leona, which lies in eight degrees north la-

titude, and call anchor at Tagrin. On the 28th,

I caufed the rudder to be taken on fhore, where,
having polled a ftrong guard, and fortified the
place with felled trees, I fet the carpenters to work
upon it, and then walking a little farther up into

the country, found at the bottom of the creek a

fmall brook of fweet and clear water, the banks of

which, towards the fea, were adorned with a great

number of citron-trees, willows, and pretty thick

woods. I alfo found fome plains fit for pailure,

though the foil is mixed with Hones and iron-co-

loured rocks. The natives live in houfes that are

much better built than thofe at Cape Verd: they
are negroes, and worlhip little frightful images,
and fmall lumps of black earth, which I underftood
to be the nefts of ants, To thefe they offer fruits,

and alfo the heads of monkeys, baboons, and other

beafts. The place where we lay was the third

creek from Cape Sierra Leona, and is conveni-

ently lituated for taking in water, wood, citrons,

oranges, and hoops for water-calks, which are all

to be had for little or nothing. We had very good
rice, in exchange for equal quantities of fait. The
country, however, affords no flefli, but fowls,

"which are very fcarce ; but all the creeks are well

ilored with feveral kinds of fiHi.

On the 3d of December, two negroes came on
board, one of whom was armed with a bow, ar-

rows, a fword and a knife: the other, who was the

interpreter, told me, that he who was thus armed,
was fent by the king to acquaint me, that the Por-

tuguefe up the river had murdered the captain and
whole crew ofa St. Malo's bark : that the king was
forry fuch a thing fnould happen near his territo-

ries, and that if I chofe to relent it he would fur-



THE EAST-INDIESf. 337

nifh me with negroes to condu6l me to the place

where the Portuguefe had lodged the bark. On
my firft hearing this news, 1 fufpe6led that the

Portuguefe had contrived the melFage to induce

me to fend a detachment of the land guard, to

give them an opportunity of carrying off the rud-

der and water-calks that were landed ; but upon
fecond thoughts, calling to mind the humour of

the Portuguefe in that country, and the weaknefe

of the St. Malo's Ihip, I concluded the account not
improbable, and thought my flighting fuch intel-

ligence might lelTen the reputation of the French
in that country. I therefore refolved to fend a

detachment ; but to carry on this affair with more
fecurity, I caufed the rudder to be brought aboard ;

for the carpenter's work being finilhed, there

wanted only iron-work, which might be done on
board, by letting up a forge in the fliip. Having
fecured the principal avenues to the place where we
lay, I fent our Hoop up the river, with an addition

of ten men to her complement, together with Capt.

Pile's bark, manned with his own men, and the

Hope's long-boat, with twenty men and four pa-

dereroes, all under the command of M. Monteu-
rier ; but on the 8th of December, in the after-

noon, they returned, and M. Monteurier reported,

that he had been ten or twelve leagues up the

river, where finding it grow narrow and rocky,

and having no commiflion to venture the lofs of
the bark, he returned without meeting any Por-

tuguefe, or feeing of their v^flels.

After we left this coaft the weather was various,

as ufual in thefe feas. On the 6th of January, we
crolTed the equino6tial line, and performed the

ufual cuftom of the French, of throwing fea-water
upon thofe who had never palfed it.

On the 3d of February, being becalmed, we faw

two great fifli, with long beaks, or horns, which,

feemed to be of that fort that are known to pierce
^

VOL. rii. U u
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fliips. I could fcarce have credited the flory of
their penetrating through fhips, if the governor of
Dieppe had not fliewri me a piece of the beak of
fuch a fifh, found in the fide of a velfel belonging
to Dieppe, laid up to be caulked after an Eaft-

India voyage. The captain of which had found
fomething Itrike againft his Ihip^ as Ihe failed from
the coaft of Brafil to the Cape, but did not know
what it was till that difcoveiy. This piece of the

beak refembled the tooth of a fea-horfe, only it was
firaight all along^, and of the colour of ivory. It

was an inch and an half in diameter, it had run
five inches into the wood, and was broke offwhere
the lining joined the timber, probably by the

flruggling ot the fifh to recover its liberty. Thofe
I faw on this occafion feemed of the fmalleft fort,

one of them that came juft under us, appeared to

be ten feet long, befides its beak. It was a flelhy

filli, though not fo big in proportion to its length

as a porpoife. Its colour was a dark blue, and its

fins and tail, which were very large, appeared iri

the fea of a bright azure. It had a pretty high

lump upon its back, refembling that of an Indian

fea-calf, which fometimes rifes above the water.

Its head was not unlike that of a porpoife, only it

was longer, and inftead of a fnout, had this horn
or beak, which was very (harp at the point, almoft

two feet long, and as thick as a boy's wrift. It is

a very ftiff and fwift fifli ; for I have feen it fly at

bonitos, with which it wages continual war, and

have often obferved bonitos and albacores wounded
hy it, and the fea tin6fured with their blood. I

am certain there are fome of this fort much larger

than thofe I faw at this time, which attack the

whales, and it is not improbable, but their mif-

taking a fliip for a whale may occafion their en-

countering with it.

On the nth of March, we faw fea-wceds three

or four fathoms long, cormorants, fea bears, and
the fowls called by the Portuguefe aicatrasj whicb
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are white, with only the tips of their wings black ;

and all thefe were certain figns oi approaching the

land. We likewife faw innumerable Ihoais of por-

poife«, and a great many whales. Towards night
we difcovered land, being then in 33°. fouth lati-

tude. We refolved to Iteer our courfe to Table
Bay, at the Cape of Good Hope, but did not ar-

rive there till the i^th at night, at which time we
caft anchor, having loft only one boy in this run.

The next day, 1 fent fifty men on (bore, with

fails, in order to make tents. On the return of the
boat, they told me they had found the bodies of

feveral men, and clothes fcattered up and down,
and a fmall fortification of earth, which we gueifed

to be built by the Danes ; for one of the natives,

who fpoke broken Englilh, let us know more by
his figns than his language, that about three

months before, five fliips had failed from thence to

the eaftward.

On the 19th of March, fome mufketeers, who
had been fent in queft of a foldier, who had ftrag-

gled from us, reported, that they had pafiTed along
the fouth fide of an inland mountain, and feen a

prodigious number of very large baboons and mon-
keys ; from thence they proceeded along the de-

clining part of the mountains that bound the

weftern Ihore, till they perceived the fea, at about
1 half a league diftance.

[ This report infpired me with a curiofity to fee

{the country: accordingly, the next day 1 walked
[out by the back of the Table mountain, and being
advanced three leagues, obferved the ground co-

vered with grafs, interfperfed with many beautiful

iflowers, with a fmall rivulet of frefh water gliding

along the plain, and loling itfelf in the fea, at the

foot of the bay. At the foot of the Table moun-
tain, to the fouthward, I obferved a great nun^ber
of trees, fome of which are capable of alTording

;planksa foot broad, and eighteen or twenty feet
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long ; their trunks are ftraight, like that of a pear-

tree, their leaves whitilh and fmall, their bark red-

dilh, and about two inches thick, the heart of the

wood white and hard, and the whole tree full of

fap. I alio obferved herbs ot the fame nature with

thofe common in France, as forrel, fern, and
broom; and upon all thefe mountains there are

great quantities of fallow-deer as big as harts j mon-
keys, baboons, lions, white wolves, foxes, porcu-

pines, oftriches, partridges, and all forts of fowl

;

with other animals that were unknown to me.
The Table Bay lies in 34^. fouth latitude. It

enjoys a very wholefome air ; and fometimes you
may treat here with the natives for beef and mut-
ton. There are more rain and wind in the bay

than on the Ihore, for the high mountains ftop the

clouds and vapours, which being driven by the

wind, fall in the bay. The height of the Table
mountain, from the fea-fide to the top, is 1350 feet

perpendicular. Table Bay is however a very fecure

road to anchor in.

Some of our men going afhore, happened to light

upon a great ftpne, under which were two fmall

packs of pitched canvas, within which we after-

wards found fome Dutch letters. We difcovered

firft a piece of pitched canvas, then a plate of lead

wrapped round the packet, under that two pieces

of frefti clothj, then a piece of red frize all wrapped
round a piece of coarfe linen, in which were the

letters fafe and dry. They contained an account

of feveral Ihips that had palFed that way, and par-

ticularly of an Englilh advice-boat, that was gone

to Great Britain to acquaint the Eaft- India com-
pany with thp injurious treatment they had received

from the Dutch. They alfo gave notice to all

Ihips that paffed that way, to take care of the na-

tives who had murdered feveral of the crew, and
likewife advice that the Dutch had belieged Bantan)

•with thirty five Ihips, and that the Englifh were

forced to abandon it for want of provifions.
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On the 3d of April, we weighed anchor, and
being becalmed about two leagues from the bay,

were driven by the current from the fouth upon a
little ifland, within a league of which we caft an-

chor in twenty fathoms water; but the waves made
us roll fo prodigioufly, that every thing in the (hip

cracked. This ifland is almoft round, and about
a league in circumference. It confifts of nothing
but fand and fome bulhes, under which the pen-

guins hatch their eggs, A great many adders

alfo live in it, as well as camelions and lizards.

Upon its rocks, by the fea-lide, we faw a great

number of fea-bears, which bleat like iheep ; fome
jof them are very large, and have a Ikin as thick as

a wolf's, with very fhort hair ; both thele and the

penguins tafte very rank of oil. Thefe bears have
two paws before, and two fins behind ; they live

upon tifh, but cannot flay long under water with-

out taking air, and in the night time they retire

to the rocks.

While I wasa-fhore, there wasfuchaftorm from
the fouth eaft, that I could not reach the fliips till

the next day, and was forced to ftay all night upon
the ifland. On the 7th, it thundered and lighten-

ed violently; the next day the wefl:erly winds
began to blow, and there was fo thick a fog, that

we could not fee from one end of the fliip to the

other, when having given a fignal for the other

ihips to follow me by the found of trumpets and
drums, I returned to Table Bay.

On the 12th of April we weighed anchor again;

but having little wind, it was the 14th before we
doubled the Cape of Good Hope. On the i6th,

we had a violent fl:orm from the north-eafl: at the

full-moon, which we forefaw the night before

;

for under the wind there appeared a great blackilh

cloud, in the midfi: of which we faw what the Portu-

guefe call the Ox's Eye, which is generally efteeni'

cd the fore-runner of a great ftorm. The fea fwell*
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€(i prodigioLifly, and the ftorm was indeed very
violent, though the air was fo clear, that in the

night time we faw the rifing and ietting of the

ftars. By this ftorm the Ihips were feparated ;

baton the lyth, wiien the wind abated and be-

came foutherly, I perceived our two ihips about a

league before, an,d found, to my great furprife,

tiiat none of us had fullered the leaft damage.
On the firft of May, I parted with the Hope, com-
manded by Capt. Grave, whom 1 fent to Bantam,
and on the i8th, caft anchor in St. Auguftine's

Say in the ifland of Madagafcar.

On the day after our caiting anchor in St. Au-
guftine's Bay, I went with two long boats and
fifteen muiketeers, to take a view of the river.

"When upon our approaching the fhore, we ob-

ferved nine or ten negroes upon a fandy point, who
made a lignal for us to come to them : upon which
vje went on fnore, and notwithftanding our being

armed, they joined and talked with us above an
hour, letting us know by their language and figns,

that they were well pleafed with us, and would
vifit us the next day on board. They were very

curious in obferving what we had about us, and
one of them, who feemed to be a leading man,
fpying a lilver whiftle with a chain to it, which my
mate had about him, very earneftly begged for

it. Upon which, I ordered the mate to ihew it

him ; they all liked it extremely, and the chief

perfon amongft them, offered to give an ox for it,

but I made him underftand that we could not fell it,

and if any of them would come on board, I would
fhew them what they would like as well.

Immediately the principal perfon, and three

others embarked with us, making figns that the

fame number of our men might be left aihore, to

which I confented. In the mean time, at one caft

of the net, we drew up a prodigious number of
fmall fifli, refembling herrings, both in form and
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tafte ; but 1 Could make no material remarks upon
the river, except that it was very large and rapid.

The natives are the handfomeft negroes I ever

faw, they are tall and well (haped, feed well, and
have neither flat nofes nor thick lips. Their teeth

are white, even, and fmall, and they rub them
every minute with a fmall piece of wood. They are

very curious in their hair, which is long, frizzled^

and made up in wreaths at the top. They wear a

cotton cloth, woven of two or three colours round
their waift, the reft of their body being naked.
He, who appeared the principal perfon, had a
large plate of bone or ivory, perfectly white upon
his forehead, a large copper ring at his ears, and
about his neck a collar of rallade, belides glafs

beads of feveral colours, and a necklace of fine

yellow amber, which he highly efteemed. The
reft had ornaments which correfponded with his,

except the plate in his forehead. The men are

circumcifed ; and though this inftitution has been
long eftablifhed among them, I imagine they
received it from the Mahometans upon the coaft

of Ethiopia who have long traded with this coun-
try. Some of our men told me they left their

women about half a league off in the woods, who:
were very agreeable, and clothed from their breafts

to their knees, with a party coloured cloth of
cotton, having their ears pierced in many places,

with a number of ear-rings and bracelets hanging
to them. On the men's coming on board the lliip,

they were aftonilhed at its fize, and greatly pleafed

with the found of the trumpets and drums. I made
them a prefent offome enamelled rings, and others
of pearl and falfe amber, and difcouiled with them
till fupper was ready. Mean while, they were
feized with the fea fickneis, upon which they
would go upon deck, and lie dovvn upon a fail,

when one of them not being fo lick as the reft, did

nothing all night but banter his companions, and
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imitated every word the men upon the watch faid

to each other. In Ihort, thefeare the moft merry
negroes I ever faw ; they have a lively imagina-
tion, and readily apprehended the ligns we made
to them.

The next morning by break of day, I found
them upon their legs and much better. 1 then
ihewed them fuch little things as I thought they
would like, as coral, yellow amber, ralTades of

all colours, of which they liked the red, blue, and
green, but not the white; a copper bafon, tin

veflels, cloth of feveral colours, knives, razors,

and combs, all which they feemed to be well

pleafed with, and defired the gift of them ; but
when I fpoke of their horned cattle, they always
came back to the lilver whiftleand chain.

Finding I could make nothing of them, I or-

dered them to be fet on (hore, and feveral of our
men going with them, carried fome of the above
goods, to try what they could do with the other

natives, when one of them offered a large fat ox,

with bunches upon his (houlders, like thofe on
the back of a camel, in exchange for a copper
bafon : but he who bore the ivory plate on his

forehead fpeaking to him, he returned the bafoft

and wanted the iilver whiftle and chain. In fhort,

I found they refolved to deal for nothing but lilver

chains.

The next day, hearing that the natives were
come down to the ftiore with their cattle, I fent

our men to them with chains of fteel and copper,

and with toys of lattin, jet, and fome things in

imitation of pearl, with orders to conceal the iilver

chain, and not to exchange it, till they had tried if

any of the former would do ; for I had no mind
to make them acquainted with that metal. How-
ever, they let me know they would deal for no-

thing but lilver chains, and would give no more
than one cow, for as much as would go round the
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teeck of the talleft of them, and meet with the two
ends at his navel. When being unwilling to part

with the filver chain, and at the fame time, being

in want of their cattle, I refolved to have a chain

made of pewter by a goldfmith we had on board,

and for that end melted a plate ; for on my offer-

ing them filver and pewter fpoons in a heap to-

gether, they chofe the pewter ones, becaufe they

were brighteft, and alfo when I offered them a

large filver bafon, filver cups and even a gold chain,

they would give me nothing for them ; but Hill

wanted the chain that was along with the whiiUe.

The next day they came on board without
hoflages, bringing fome hens and capons, a pretty

deal of milk, fome peas, and horn fpoons made
after their fafliions. Thefe men were fond of our
red raifade, but we eat very little of it. How-
ever we exchanged what we had at a pretty good
rate, for they gave a large fowl for every firing of

it. Thefe perfons lodged all night on board, and
were not fick as the others were. They fed hearti-

ly, eat a great deal of broiled fleih, and three times

as much bread as one of our men. The peas they
fold us where white, and as large as a mufket
ball, and the beft I ever tafted. They eat them
raw, and next to their milk, 1 believe, they are

their beft food.

On the 26th, I fent the pewter chain and fome
red raffade on fliore ; but they foon perceived that

the chain was not the right. However, they ex-
changed fowls for half a ftring of ralTade, javelins

and darts for the fame quantity, and a wether
for a whole ftring. Thefe javelins and darts were
well made, for the natives work very prettily in

iron and copper, and in my opinion, their iron of
which they have great plenty, is as good as any in

Spain. They fold us a fmall quantity of rice at a
very high price; but though I fliewed them fome

VOL. Ill, Xx
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ted coral, cryftal, and other toys, they did not
like them.
On the 27th, they brought down as many cattle

as covered a quarter of a league, ftill demanding
the filver chain for an ox, the red raffade for

their flieep and pullets, and the blue for their

milk. Upon which, 1 demanded three oxen and
a fheep for the filver chain, when their king or

governor, as I marketed in my long boat, fent for

ine to come afliore, in order to ihew him the chain.

This, however I declined, and let him know, that

if he would condefcend to come on board, he

fhould be very fafe, and I would fend fome of my
men on fliorc as hoftages. After fome deliberation,

became on board, when I was forry that I had no
proper prefect to make him. However, having

four ftrings of red rallacie in my hand, and obferv-

ing that he looked at them with fome attention, I

made him a prefent of them, though I thought

them beneath his acceptance. He, however, ac-

cepted them with pleafure, and in return made me
a prefent of a flieep. I had a great mind to have

given him half of the filver chain, which was five

feet and a half long, and weighed three ounces

and a half; but confidering if I was a prodigal of

this admired curiofity, I lliould have nothing to

purchafe horned cattle, or elfe fhould be obliged

to rob the mates of their filver whifl:les, I deferred

doing it. But fome time after the king, refle6fing

upon the chain, fent me one of the ftatelieft oxen

1 ever faw, which we bought for half of it; we
had, howevei, a great deal of trouble in bringing

the beaft on board, for though it received in its

head two piftol {hot, one harquebufs, and one muf-

ket fliot, we were forced to give him feveral blows

on the head with an ax, and then to drown him^

before we could get him on board.

Thefe oxen are fliort and thick, they have fmall

headSj fhort necks, and each of them has alaj'ge
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lump of fat upon the joining of the neck to the

Ihoulder, which at a diltance appears like a bur-

then tied upon that part Their fheep, as to

their head and wool, refemble thofe of Barbary ;

but their ears hang down like a hound's, and
their tail contains ten or twelve pounds of pure

fat. Their fowls are alfo large, fat, and well

tailed.

On the 28th, I went to fee a little ifland in the

mouth of the river, whence I returned to the

place of bartar, where the natives waited for us,

with a great number of cattle. I this day bar-

gained to double the advantage I had done the

day before : but having allowed fonie of my men
to go on fliore to trade for themfelves ; the natives,

fome time after, fuddenly demanded four firings

of red raffade for a (beep, though they had juft

before fold me feveral for two apiece, upon which
1 called all my men into the boat where I always
traded. This was, however, no fooner done, than
the governor of the natives appeared in a paffion,

and ordered all the natives to retire, when fearing

left our mutual friendlhip fhould be thus broken,
I made a fignal to fpeak with him, upon which
he came down to the Ihore, and I landing, made
him a prefentof a cutlafs with a filver hilt, affuring

him, that I was his friend, and earneftly defired

that I and my men might live in perfeft friendlhip

with him and his people. The governor w^as highly
fatisfied, and the negroes fent forth loud acclama-
tions of joy, when caufing the trumpts to found,

and the drums to beat, I ordered a party of the

men to come on fhore, and fliake hands with the
natives. Mean while, the governor made me lit

down by him, and admiring the trumpets and
drums, oifered me an ox for each of them. But
I told him I could not part with them. After
this we fold the reft of our filver chains for two
heifers each, and a ftring of coral beads for an ox^
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and then returned on board, letting the natives

know that we fhould be gone in four or five days.

The next day, one of our officers went on Ihore,

and fold four ounces of a filver chain for fix fat

oxen, which I caufed to be faited.

On the firft of June, I went with twelve men
in our little fkiff, in order to reach the mountains,

rowing up a fmall creek, but finding it furrounded

with bufhes and fteep rocks, we rowed about half

a league up an arm of the river to the Ibuthward,

where I landed, and having walked up a third part

of the mountain, 1 perceived that the other arm
of the river to the northward was ftill larger.

On the fea fide, and for two leagues up the river,

there are thick woods, and beyond them very

pleafant fields. All the fifteen days I ftaid upon
this iiland, I obferved but one cloud, and yet the

heat is far from being exceffive, it being tempered

by the land breezes from the fun-fetting till lo or

II o'clock in the fore noon, and by the fea gales

which blew from that time till fun. fetting. I found

the air of the bay very healthy, we not having one

lick man on board. The mountains are a dry

rock, the furface of which looks as if it were burnt,

and the low country is covered with an infinite

number of bufhes and flirubs ; there are the greatelb

quantity of tamarind-trees I ever faw, and alfo

ebony and aloe-trees. We faw in the hands of the

favages fome fmall cucumbers, that feenied better

than ours, and which they eat like pears : they had

likewife a great number of gourds, fome beans and

peas, a little rice, and fome citrons.

Having refitted our ihips, and furniflied ourfelves

with frefh provifions, wood, and water, we fet fail

from Madagafcar, and on the 9th of June, came in

fight of Terra Firm a, between Sofala and Mo-
iambique, and having pafTed by two finall i (lands,

faw a high and fandy coaft, with a woody country

behind it ; and further to the weft, a low land co-
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vered with large trees, that appeared as if they

were planted in the fea.

On the 13th, we came in fight of one of the

illands of Comoro, which is very high, and as con-

fpicuous as Madeira. The next day we obferved

another illand, called Majotta, which is not lb high

as the former, and abounds with provifions and
fruit. This laft ifland is inhabited all along the

fhore, and is cool, moift, and covered with ver-

dure. The tide carried us weftward along the

coaft, to a point, where we came in fight of a (hip,

upon which I fent out our long- boat with ten muf-

keteers, who brought me word that it was a veifel

of forty tons, bound from Mecca, and that the

captain taking. us for Dutch fhips, had run all the

goods on fhore. The captain of this vefTel fhewed

me two letters, one from an Englilh commander
called Martin, and another from Capt. Banner, to

inform their countrymen, that they had taken in

feveral refrefhments at that place, efpecially fruit:

that they had found no water, and that linen,

cloth, and paper, were proper commodities for

that place ; adding, that care ought to be taken
not to difoblige the inhabitants, who, though they

appeared friendly, were able to do them a great

deal of mifchief. The road being fiirrounded with

rocks, the Arabian mailer advifed me not to at-

tempt landing without fetching a pilot from the

fhore, and accordingly I fent my boat along with

him, and in the afternoon he returned with two of
the inhabitants, who before fun-fet brought our
fhip fafe to an anchor. I then fent the Arabian
mafter back to his own Ihip, with full afTurances of
the innocence of our defigns, and the friendly dif-

pofition of the French, together with a letter to

the fame purpofe, addreffed in Spanilh to the king
of the ifland.

On the 17th, the king fent fome of his chief fa-

vourites to aflure us of his friendfliip, and readinefs
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to fupply us with whatever the country afforded.

Upon this, I fent him a prefent of a filver hilted

hanger, a couple of very handfome knives, a ream
of paper, and a looking-glafs, which he received

with pleafure, and in return fent me a young kid

and foiiie fruit. I at the fame time defired the

Arabian captain, who was then on Ihore, to buy
me fome provifions, promifing to fend Inch com-
modities as were proper to be given in exchange.

Upon this the captain fent me word, that the in-

habitants of the ifland were of fuch a particular hu-

mour, that they would not conclude a bargain of

the value of half a rial in a day's time, and would
not buy a yard of cloth, without calling all their

relations and neighbours to fix the price they

fliould give for it. I was alfo informed, that a

Portuguefe carrack, having been call away upon
that iliand, about three years before, the inhabit-

ants were fo overftocked with rials, that they fet

no value on them.

The next day, having obferved a couple of lliips

belonging to that country, I had the captains

brought on board, when they informed me, that

they came from the ifiand of Majotta ; that they

were laden with rice and dried fifh, and were bound
for Monbaze. The next day they fupplied me
Vv'ith as much rice, peas, and hung beef, as would
ferve us for four months; of which I was very
glad, as I could buy nothing of the inhabitants

without an infinite lofs of time. Belides, I began

to fufpe6t their honefty, for the day before, when
we were founding in order to come to an anchor,

fome of them made a fignal for us to come over a

phice where we obferved a long ridge of rocks ;

whence, I prefumed, that the advantage they had

made by the ihipwreck of the Portuguefe carrack,

had tempted them to wifli us the fame fate.

Finding that the water was brackilh, we weighed

anchor on the 21ft by break of day, when the
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Arabian captain underftanding that I defigned to

double Cape Comorin, advifed me to ftop for fix

weeks at the ifland of Socotora, to avoid the ufual

ilorms upon the coaft of Malabar.

The above ifland, which was called Nangafija,

Extends about fifteen or fixteen leagues from north
to fouth, and is about three or four leagues in

breadth. We could obferve no other anchorage
but that where our fliip rode, which was on the

north -north-wefi; point : that road is however dan-
gerous, and hard to be found by fi:rangers. This
ifland itfelf affords a pleafant profpe(5f, efj^ecially to

the northward. From that fide the mountains rife

gradually, and are covered with trees ; and below,

upon a clear fandy creek along the fliore, there are

a great number of houfes fheltered with groves of

cocoa, orange, and citron trees. Their oranges
are very fmall, butfweet and delicious, refembling
both in tafl:e and Ihape thofe of China, The in-

habitants are negroes, but are neither fo handfome
nor fo well Ihaped as thofe of Madagafcar. They
are all zealous Mahometans, and are marked with
a hot iron upon their temples, and the middle of

their foreheads.

The ifland is governed by fifteen petty kings,

among whom the king of the place where we an-

chored is the ftrongeft. Thefe kings make war
upon one another, and fell the prifoners they take

upon thefe occafions to the Portuguefe and other

nations. We fiw no arms among them, but a few
that belonged to the king, which wereibme fuzees

and piftols, that were pre fented him fome time
ago by the Englifli, and which he greatly valued.

They behave with great civility and refpe<5t to

Grangers, except when they fee them ftand upright

and make water, for then they ridicule them with
prodigious fliouting.

The Arabian fliips, which are called pengays,

are ftrangely built, for the planks are neither
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nailed nor caulked, but fewed together with a fori

of thread made of the rind of the cocoa-jtree, and
tarred or pitched above the feams, whence they are

fo leaky, that five or fix men are conftantly em-
ployed in heaving out the water. Befides, they

always fail right before the trade winds, for the

Arabians will not venture to fet their fide to the

windward. They have no decks, and carry about
fifty or fixty tons.

Eight days after our leaving the iflands of Co-

moro, we crofFed the equino6tial, and on the ift of

July, the wind being very high, we failed fifty-five

leagues in twenty four hours, though moft of our
fails were furled, which let me know, that, upon
that coafl:, the currents run with great rapidity

before the wind.

On the 24th of July, we cafl: anchor near Cape
Orpin ; but thefe high winds continued, without
intermifiion, till the 3d of Auguft, during which
time, I could neither fend our boats on fhore, nor
hoift up a fail. However, I now rcfolved to ftand

for Cape Guardafu, in order to examine our tack-

ling, to take in frelh water, and to receive direc-

tions from the natives, about our coafting on to

Socotora, where none of us had* ever been. With
this view, I ordered our long-boat to be fitted out,

and fupplied with provifions for three days, di-

rc6Ling the men to make land, and to learn of the

natives where we might take in frefh water.

They returned on the 12th, and reported, that

they had coafted along the Ihore to the eaftward of

the place where we rode, under fteep mountains, on
the to|K] of which, they faw perfons in mean Arabi-

an habits, who threw fo many ftones at them,

that they were obliged to keep at a greater diftance;

for notwithftanding all the figns of peace and
friendlhip they could make, the natives feemed to

intimate by their fwords and affagays, that if they

came on fiiore they would cut their throats. They
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then fteered to a part of the coaft oppofite to the

place where we lay at anchor, where fome of them
getting through an opening up the precipice,

found a wide champaign country, which extended

as far as the eye could reach, without any trees,

except feme withered bullies burned by the fun.

They alfo obferved two or three of the natives,

who, on their approach, fled farther into the

country. They lay that night under the precipice,

and the next day, fleering two or three leagues

to the weftward, obferved fome of the natives on
the fhore, who, on the boats oiFering to approach

them, ran up the hill. After they had doubled
the cape, they found a bay three leagues broad,

which extended a great way within land, but was
very fhallow. They there found two of the na-

tives employed in fifliing, who inftantiy fled. Our
men then landed, and faw many of the inhabitants,

who, notwithftanding their holding a Vv^hite ftan-

dard, fled from them, crying aloud. Ilia Alia ilia

la Mahommed refulala, which is the Mahometan
confeffion of faith. After they had reimbarked,
they obferved the natives peep out again ; but

could find no opportunity of treating with them,
either by friendiliip or force.

On the 17th, we weighed, and two days after,

came to an anchor within the Cape of Guardafu,
in nine fathoms water. On the 19th in the morn-
ing, I fent one boat's crew in quell of a fpring of

frefn water on the fouth, and another to coalt along
the ftiore to the north-weftward (which extends
to the mouth of the Red Sea) either to find water
or to fpeak to fome of the inhabitants ; and at the

fame time I fent my little fl^iff to try what conve-
niency we could have for fiOiing : but flie foon re-

turned without fuccefs. Thofe fent in queft of
water to the fouthward informed me, that they
had travelled four or five leagues into the country,
which was defcrt, dry, and infufferably hot. The

VOL. III. Y y
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other boat's crew reported, that having failed

about three leagues, they came to a place which
appeared pretty green, and going on fhore, met
with ten or twelve negroes, who they aiked for

water, when one of them demanded a piece of

cotton cloth belonging to one of the feamen, as a

reward for the difcovery, and having obtained it,

Ihewed him forae ditches and wells.

On the 22d about noon we came to an anchor,

about four leagues from Cape Guardafu, over

againft fome bufhes and greens, which are not
common upon that coaft, and having fent about
thirty men on lliore, they found great plenty of

water, after digging only a foot deep. This water

was at firft fweet, but after we had filled a barrel

or two it became fait, fo that we were obliged to

dig in above feventy places, in order to obtain

twenty-two tons of frefh water.

Cape Guardafu lies in 12°. north latitude, the

needle varying 17^.45'. It rifes to a jorecipice,

and is the higheft land upon all this coaft, which

is a barren defert tra6l of country, fo fcorched by
the fun, that I queftion whether there is a hotter

place on any part of the globe.

On the 27th we weighed anchor, and having
failed about twelve hours, fell in with great tides,

running out of the Red Sea, and a few hours

after obferved the fea very much troubled, and
ftained with red fpots, which fome took for fiats

;

but we could difcover nofuch thing by founding.

The next day, a confultation of the pilots being

called, it was refolved, that we fliould run feven

or eight days backwards and forwards in the

Red Sea, for fear the wind, we then had, Ihould

carry us too foon on the coaft of Malabar.

At the entrance of the Red Sea, and along the

coaft of the Caffines or Guardefines, there is a pro-

digious quantity of fifii, efpecially thorn-backs,

fome of which are as long as a beat, and pro-
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portionably thick ; but fome of our men ftriking

at them with a grapple, it pierced their fkin no
more than if it had been iron. This part of the

. coaft of Arabia is fandy, and in fome places low ;

i but in the inland parts there are very high moun-
i tains, that were covered with fogs all the time we
;' were there.

! The calm obliging me to ftay in the mouth of

the Red Sea till the loth of September, I began

to apprehend our being too late to double Cape

v Comorin, and for that reafon flood north-eaft, till

we fell in with the fouth-weft winds.

On the 26th we came in fight of the coaft of

Malabar, which is very high and mountainous.

Two days after, feeing a (liip two leagues to the

windward of us, I fent M. Monteurier with 23
men in the long boat, ordering them not to board

the fhip J but command the captain to fend his

pilots and purfer on board us, and to let him
know, that I defigned him no harm ; but only to

be informed, if it was not too late to double Cape
Comorin. Some time after, I perceived our long

boat board the fliip, and after that, a boat come
off and made towards us. As we were all this

time becalmed, and the boat advanced but flow-

ly, I fent our Ikiffto know what news they brought,

which I was in pain to hear ; and upon its return,

1 found that the people in the boat were five of

our men, three of whom were dangeroufly wound-
ed, and thefe coming on board gave the following

account ; that upon their approach to the lliip,

which was a large one, M. Monteurier ordered

them to lower their fails, which they not obeying,

he fired at them two brafs guns and a volley of

mufket fliot, upon which they ftruck, and told

him he might board them if he pleafed ; upon
this, they entered the quarter deck, and having

killed all the men abaft, thoug;ht themfelves en-

tirely mafters of the fliip, when fuddenly, fixty
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or eighty men ftarted up in the forecaftlcj and
with hangers and fliields in their hands, ruilied

upon our men, and obliged them to retire to the

boat, but that was fo belayed, that they were un-
able to difengage her, by which means, moft of

our men were killed with pick-axes, arrows, and
hand-granades, which were thrown into the boat,

and the reft being forced to leap into the fea, one
of them fwam to the Arabs boat, and having cut

the cable, faved himfelf and the other four men,
without ftaying for the reft, who were in all pro-

bability drowned.
The next morning, I made all the fail I could to

come up with the Ihip, and having boarded her,

found only -fifteen poor old wretches with white

beards, reaching down to their girdles, who throw-

ing themfeives at my feet, raifed my compaffion

rather than revenge, and befides, the five men
who were faved unanimoufly alFured me, that they

did not fee them in the engagement. Thefe poor
men told me, that the iliip, having carried a cargo

of pepper to Mecca, was upon her return to Pa-

nama near Calicut, to which place (he belonged.

They were poor people coming from Mecca to

beg upon that coaft. That the owners of the Ihip,

who were eighty in number, had goneoffthe night

before in our boat with all the gold and filver, and
as the boat was already overladen, had left them
behind.

Upon the whole, I confidered that thefe poor
wretches were entirely innocent, and that the

avarice and cruelty of our men occaiioned their

death, fince the Moors had ftruck, and had no de-

fign of injuring them till our people fell upon
them. For thefe reafons, I fpared the old men.
I found on beard theihipa great quantity of dates,

wine, fait, two puncheons of opium, fome hun-
dred weight of coral, cotton cloth of fmall value,

knives, and rofe-water.
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On the 2d of October we were off Cape Comorin,
whence we flood for Ticow, and on the nth of
November, came in fight of land in i^. 40'. north
latitude ; but the frequency of the culms, and the

ficknefs of the men retarded us greatly ; for the
pinnace had not above two or three hands fit for

bufinefs ; in my ihip there were not above eighteen
capable of doing duty, and befides two of our fur-

geons were dead. 1 now defcried feveral Ihips of

that country under fail, arid to engage them to

fleer towards us, put on a white antient ; but find-

ing that this had no effe6f, I fent my Ikiff to fpeak
with one that flood between us and the fliore,

where ftie endeavoured to run a-ground ; but the
fltiff coming up with her, removed the apprehen-
lions of the men, and I agreed to give thirty-five

pieces of eight for a pilot to condu<5t us to Ticow.
They belonged to Priaman^ a town about eight or
ten leagues to the fouthward of Ticow, which, they
told our people, lay beyond fome iflandsa-head of
us. Having palled thefe iflands we came in fight

of a high promontory of the main land, which had
two banks, on the laft of which we fhould certainly

have run foul, if one of our men had not iken h
from the main-top maft; for we could not fee it

upon deck, and our pilot had given us no notice
of it. Having weathered this dangerous place, we
faw another a-head of us, upon which we fleered

between thefe two, founding all the way, and the
night overtaking us, we dropped anchor between
them. This fliore liesoffa place called Pageman,
which produces a great deal of pepper. There is

here a large creek, at the bottom of which is a low
country covered with woods : but we could per-
ceive in the inland parts a high mountain, pointino-

like a pike. Having weathered the point of this
creek, we defcried the three iilands of Ticow, and
at laft, having fpent two months upon a voyage
that is commonly performed in eight days, landed
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at Ticow on thefirft of December, having loft fincc

the zd of October twenty-iive men, and if the
cahii had continued only fifteen days longer, I

believe I Ihouid have loil all the men in my Ihip.

Having call: anchor, ^ve lent our ikiff alhore,

vvhich brought us one Pedro, \\hohad been in-

terpreter to the Englifli factory in that place.

From this interpreter I learned, that though the

country produced a great deal of pe})per, we
Ihould not be allowed to buv it without a licence

from the king of Achen, who was Ibvereign of all

that coaft. He alio iniormed me, that the Hope
liad touched upon the coalt about twenty leagues

olf, in the latter end of July, and that her long-

boat was lent with lifteen men to this place to rake

in frelh provifions ; that a Dutch Ihip in the road

fired upon the boat ; but upon complaint being

made, tlu-y excufed themfelvcs, by laying, they

took them to be Er.glilh. Tliat the fifteen men
having nict with a kn.d reception, and taken in

what provifions they wanted, ihey departed in

fcarch of the Hope; but not being able to meet
with her, returned to this place, where feven of

them died in Oclober ; four \\t]]t in a Dutch fhip

for Achen ; three in another Dutch ihip for Ban-

tam, and one continued in the country, where he

earned his bread by gatiiering of ])epper.

I was much concerned at hearing that captain

Grave had been fo inconfiderate us to fend his

long-boat fo far from him, efpecially on my being

informed, that among the fifteen men he had loft,

there were two principal commiffaries and a pilot.

Upon farther enquiry, I was informed, that the

Hope had caft anchor at a large iiland about tv/enty

leagues to the weftward of that place. That Hie

had not fufiered fiiipwreck, fince the veflels of that

country, which go to and fro, had never difro-

vcrcd any wreck, and thiit the two comnnfiaries,

before their deatii, v.ere of opinion that the Ihip
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had l>oen driven from her anchors by fiorm, and
not being able to make her former ftation, had
mude the beft oi her way to Bantam, expe(Hing

thai 1, according to my jjromife, vvould touch at

tliis place, and take up her men.

On the fecond of December, being allowed to

go on fliore, 1 carried fome prefcnts along with

mc, without which one mult not eK\)c6t to be

/nade welcome m this country. Upon my landing,

'iC governor and principal officers gave me an

onoiirabie reception, and having told them my
country and bufinef'-i, they let me know, that

i was at liberty to buy up what provifions I wanted,

jjrovided 1 paid for them in rials and knives,

and no other commodity. As for pepper, and
other things produced in the country, they could

notdifpofe of them without a licence from the king ;

but if I would fail to Achen, and obtain his ma-
j'-fty's leave to ere(?t a factory there among them,
they fhould be glad to deal with us. I then defjrcd

permilfion to hire a houfe in the city for the ac-

commodation of my fick men, and to remain on
Ihore to buy up provifions; to v/hich they replied,

that they could not anfwer for the fafety of the

men on fhore, on account of there being many
rogues about the town ; but if I plcafed, I might
leave two men for a few days to buy up pro-

vifions.

However, the governor having Tent me a bu.Ta'o

and fome fruit, I went to return him thanks, und
by virtue of fome prefents, obtained his perminion
to hire a houfe, in which I lodged forty-three

lick men, with three furgeons, a prieft, and three

to attend them. In the mean while I had fevcral

prefents fent me of fruit and young kids, particu-

larly from the governor of Priaman, who carncftly

preffed me to make him a vifit. Upon v.hic'i,

1 returned him my thanks, with fome prefents.
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and promifed to wait upon him the firft oppor-
tunity.

On the loth there arrived three gallies belong-

ing to the king of Achen, with an elephant and
300 men in each, and the inhabitants of Ticow
informed me that they expe6led a farther rein-

forcement of men and elephants, in order to carry

on a war againft a prince who had revolted from
the king of Achen. When confidering that I had
fifty men at Ticow, and fifty at an ifland with the

water-caiks, befides eight or ten who were always

out with the fkiff, fo that I had but a few left on.

board, though I had frequently eighty or 100 of

the natives in the lliip, fome by way of vilit, and
others to fell provifions ; I ordered the hatches to

be nailed down, and a rail to be run between the

main-mall and fore-maft, fortified by two great

padereroes mounted on wheels, and five more upon
the bittacle. I alfo caufed a guard to be placed

upon the deck, and two muiketeers, with as many
haiberdeers, to fl:and at a door in the rail, which
I never fufFered to be opened, but when I received

a vifit in my cabbin.

On the 13th, I went afiiore, and finding my
men recovering (lowly, waited upon the governor,

to afk leave for them to fi:ay fifteen days longer,

which he readily granted; but he entreated me to

go to Achen to obtain a licence from that king,

for ere6ting a French fa6fory there. He alfo ad-

vifed me not to be jealous of the inhabitants, or to

fear any injury from them, which it feems I did,

lince I had made a fortification in my fhip, and
mounted more guns than before. To which I re-

plied, that my coming fo carelellly on fliore, and
leaving fifty fick perfons in their hands, was a fi.if-

ficient proof of the confidence I put in the natives.

That thedefign of the barrier in my fnip was only

to keep thofe I did not know from running into

my cabbin, that I might be able to put fome dif-

2
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tin6lion between an orankay ornobleman, and a
filherman, and that I had not mounted fo many
pieces ol" cannon, if I had not heard that two Diitcii

Ihips were expected, of whom 1 had reafon to be

jealous. Upon this, he told me, that 1 had much
more reafon to miftruft the Dutch than them;
however, that if I pleafed, he would forbid the na-

tives going on board ; but I afiTured him that they
iliould be always welcome, and that 1 did not at all

miftruft them.
Ticow lies in 20°. fouth latitude. The inland

country is very high ; but towards the fhore it is

low, covered with woods, and watered with feve-

ral fmall rivers, which render it marfhy. It is

chequered with feveral pleafant meadows, and well

ftored with buffaloes and oxen, that may be pur-

chafed for four or five rials a- piece. It affords

plenty of rice, poultry, ducks, and feveral forts of

fruit, as durions, ananas, oranges, citrons, pome-
granates, water-melons, mangoes, cucumbers, and
potatoes. The riches of the country confift in

pepper, which it produces in great plenty, and is

much more cfteemed than that of Bantam. The
city of Ticow lies about half a league from the fea-

fide, oppofite to a little ifland where the ihips ride :

it is but a mean place, for the city and fuburbs to-

gether do not contain 800 houfes, which are built

with reeds, and are neither ftrong nor convenient.

The country, however, is very populous, efpeci-

ally at the foot of the mountains, where the pep-

per grows.

The king of Ticow is fubjeft to the king of

Achen, who appoints a new governor every three

years, and without him the king of Ticow can do
nothing of importance ; whence foreigners have
more bufinefswith the governor than with the king,

and the very natives pay him more refpe6l. The
inhabitants of the city are Malayans, and theirs is

the only language fpoken all along that coaft.

VOL. III. Z z
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However, the inland parts are pofTelTed by the na-

tives, who difown the king or Achen's authority,

.and have a peculiar language and king of their

own. Thefe are idolaters; they have rich gold
niines, which they do not know how to manage >

for they only gather the gold out of fbme fmall

iliallow ditches, and out ot the trenches made by
the floods. This gold they exchange with the

Dutch, or the inhabitants near the coaft, for

pepper, fait, iron, cotton, red cloth, and Sura.t

pearls, on which they fet a high value ; but among
the Malayans, gold is as dear as in Europe, and
at Achen it is Hill dearer.

The Malayans are of an olive complexion, an4
being Mahometans, their women are all kept up,

and not fufFered to appear in the ftreets ; but the

people are fo diflioneft, that in the night time, a
man cannot lleep in fafety. From July to October,

the air is very unhealthy, and the people are fubr

je6l to fevers, which fcldom admit of a cure ; fo

•that if it were not for their pepper, nobody would
venture to come near them. They gather their

pepper chiefly in December, January, and Fe-

bruary. Ko trade can be carried on at this place

without a licence from the king of Achen ; but if

you have that, neither the king nor the governor
of Ticow can difturb you. For want of it, I could

neither fell any commodities, nor buy any peppery
except about 8000 pounds weight that was brought
me by night from Priam^an, at a reafonable price.

The commodities of Surat go off very well, as

do alfo thofe of Mafulipatan ; rials are current

enough ; but the money of Achen does not pafs:

It confifts of fmall pieces of gold from the mine,
which the people weigh with fcales ; they fell their

pepper by bahars, a weight containing 1 16 pounds
avoirdupois, and the king of Achen has 15 per

cent, of all that is fold, that is, feven and a half

for the export of the pepper, and feven and a half
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for the import of the rials, or commodities given

in exchange for it. Befides the above-mentioned

impoll, tor every hundred bahars, twenty five rials

are paid to the king of Ticow, and an inconfider-

able allowance to ten or twelve perfons more. It

is particularly necelfary to obtain the friendfhip of

the governor, and to have a watchful eye over the

Malayans, who are apt to wet the pepper, or to

mix. among it fand or little ilones.

On the ift of January, 1621, having brought
our fick on board, who were pretty well recovered,

I weighed anchor, and fteered for Achen. On the

14th, we were off Barros, one of the mod confi'.

derabie places on that coaft belonging to the king
of Achen, where no perfon can trade without the

king's permiffion. This place is half way between
Ticow and Achen, and affords plenty of Benja-

min, which ferves the natives inftead of money.
The country is pleafant, abounding in feveral

forts of wine and fruit, but bears no pepper. It

however affords plenty of cam ph ire. Rials will

icarccly pafs there ; but the Surat, or coaft commo-
dities, go off very well. Both the inhabitants of

the coaft, and the Dutch and Englilh, buy up
their camphire in order to carry it to Surat and the

ftreights of Sunda.

On the 1 3th of February, we came to an anchor
juft by an Englifh (liip of 6'co tons, and immedi-
ately a boat came offfrom fhore with leveral of the

king's officers, carrying a chappe, a dagger with

a gold handle and fcabbard, which, as it belongs

to the king, is to (hew that the perfon who bears

it has his commiffion. After a profound fiience,

he who carried the chappe welcomed me in the

king's name, and ordered me to come immediately

on (liore. I accordingly got ready ; but before I

could come off was obliged to pay the officer's dues;

thefe amounted to above eighty rials, befides a

great looking-glafs for the eunuch^ another fof
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one of his friends, and fome fmall ones for his

principal officers. This done, I went on fhore,

where the captain of the Engliih (hip invited me
very kindly to dinner, and to lodge at his houfe

;

and having accepted his invitation to dinner, 1 was
very handfomely entertained. The Engliih cap-

tain complained heavily of the king, that he

would not let him have his pepper under fifty-

four rials the bahar, though thirty rials was as

much as it was worth. Finding that I could not

fpeak with the king that day, and that he had fent

his chappe twice for an emerald I wore on my
finger, and would not be fatisfied with my pro-

mife of bringing it the next day, 1 returned on
board.

On the 7th of February, I prepared the prefent

I defigned for the king of Achen, and refolving

to oblige him as much as poflible, took a letter

which 1 had drawn up, and having addrefled it

to the moft illuftrious king of Achen, fealed it

with red wax, with the impreffion of the arms of

France. That my prefent might not be unworthy
of the prince in whofe name 1 defigned to prefent

it, I fet apart the following particulars. The
complete armour of an horfeman, engraved and
gilt ; a German hanger, with a carved and gilt

hilt, to which hung a piftol ; fix mulkets, the bar-

rels of which were partly engraved and partly gilt,

the butt ends enriched with mother of pearl

;

two heads of pikes enamelled and guilt ; a very

large looking-glafs which was broken ; but I pre-

tended to have received it entire, and that 1 durft

not negle6t delivering it, having received the
king's orders for that purpofe; two large flafks of

excellent rofe-water, and two pieces of crimfon

camblet- watered.

The captain of the Surat vefTel came to fee it,

and told me, that a prefent of fuch magnificence

was more lit for his mafl;er, the great mogul, than
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for the king of Achen. The king's officers alfd

came to my houfe to take an inventory of the pre-

fent I defigned to make ; but let me know, that

they thought it not confiderable enough for their

prince, who was a great fovereign, and had but

few equals in the Indies. I replied, that I was
acquainted with the grandeur of the king ofAchen,
and at the fame time knew the value of the prefent,

which did not come from a private man, but from
a powerful prince, and merited a reception from
any prince whatever.

On the 8th, I was condu<5l;ed to an audience of

the king by the fabandar and four of the principal

orankays, in the following manner. Upon a great

elephant, fat one of the principal orankays in a

covered pulpit, who fent me a large filver difh co-

vered with a cloth embroidered with gold and liik

of feveral colours, in which I put the letter, and
then returned it to him. By his command, one of

the orankays, the fabandar, another perfon and I,

rode upon another elephant. The proceffion be-

gan with fix trumpets, fix drums, and fix hautboys,

which founded till we arrived at the caftle. Then
followed fourteen or fifteen men, each carrying a

piece of my prefent covered with yellow cloth,

without which nothing could be prefented to the

king. Then followed two orankays riding upon
Arabian horfes, before the elephant that carried

the letter, and then came the elephant on which
I was placed, followed by three fabandars, and all

the officers of the Albandeque on foot. On our
arrival at the caflile, we alighted, and when we
had entered the outer gate all the men were oblig-

ed to retire. We then pafiTed two other gates, and
i was ordered to pull oflTmy flioes, without which
ceremony 1 could not have audience of the king.

Some time after, the royal chappe was brought,
and being put into my hands, I raifed it above
"my head, and re-delivered it to him who brought
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it. I was then ordered to follow it, beiflg only
accompanied by a fa bandar, and an orankay.

We waited fome time at the king's chamber
door, which was covered with plates of filver; and
at latt an eunuch came out, and told the fabandar,

that though tjie king was more indifpofed than
ufual, yet as I wasfo near, he would bring me in.

Upon which, I was led into the chamber by two
men, each of them taking me by the hand, and
fet upon a Turkey carpet with my legs acrofs,

according to the cultom of the country : when the

two men retiring, I faluted the king in the ufual

form, that is, by joining my hands, and lifting

them up to my forehead, at the fame time bowing
my head. The cuftom does not oblige one to take

off one's hat, but I, being unufed to appear before

perfons of his quality with my hat on, chofe to put

it off. The king fat upon a place about two feet

higher than me, and informed me by the fabandar,

that he was infinitely obliged to the king of France

for the prefent he had lent him, which \vas mor©
valuable to him than ten bahars of gold. He then

opened the letter, and gave it me to interpret to

the fabandar, who underftood a little Portuguefe.

But his knowledge of that language was fo very im-

perfect, and the ftile of the letter fo different froni

that ufed among them, that I could not make him
imderffand it, tor the very firft words, Moft llluft-

rious, put him to a (land. Upon which, 1 turn,

ed it to Deareft Brother, with which the king was

much pleafed, faying, that he knew that the Chrif*

tian princes ufed to ufher in tlieir letters by fuch

expreffions. At length, finding that I could not

make the fabandar underftand every word, I re*

peated the fubftance o^^ the letter in fliort, that

his moft Chriftian majefty defired his mightinefs to

grant me a free and undifturbed traffic in his terri-

tories, and in like manner promifed to prote6f his

high mightinefs 's fubje6fs, if any of them fhould
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happen to come into his kingdom. That he de-

iired nothing more than that a commerce between
his fubje6ts and thofe of Achen Ihould bring him
to the knowledge of fo great a prince^ and that he

ihad fent him a prefent of arms, in tlie making of

which his fubjefts excelled.

This done, the king informed me by the fa^

bandar, that I was both welcome and fafe in his

tierritories : that as to trade, the Englifh and Dutch
had ufed to have pepper in his kingdom at an eafy

rate; but as they had fhewed fuch ingratitude, as

t-o make war upon the king of Bantam, who had
$:ondefcended to give them a kind reception, he
had caufed all the pepper plants to be cut down,
for fear they fhould prove the occafion of trouble

to him, by which means the price of pepper was
raifed to fixty-four rials the bahar, and that even at

that price, he did not much care to let them have
it, as he knew they would do any thing in order to
cngrofs the trade of the Indies to themfelves.

r replied, that the infolence of the Dutch in of*

fering to dethrone kings who had fhewn them
civilities, would be a furpriling piece of news in

France ; that I was ftruck with amazement to find

a people, who preteTided to nothing but carrying
^n a fair trade, and whom the king of France had
long prote(51:ed againft the Spaniards, Ihould on this

fide of the world flight us, and ufe all means to do
us an injury, and that as I had no commiffion to"

life any manner of violence, or to fortify any place,

Jaut only to buy and fell in a fair way, I ought not
to be ranked with a nation whofe wery converfatioii

I avoided.

Upon this, the king ordered fome fallad to be
given me in a large gold velFel, and aifo a fuit of
his own clothes that were brought in a filver difh,

and which he ordered me to put on. Having re-

tired to the next chamber, and put on thefe clothes

above my own, 1 retiirxied to his majefty, who told
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me the arms my mafter had fent him, would be
very lerviceable to him in the fiege of Malacca,

which he had in his view, and afked me if I would
accompany him thither. To this I replied, that

I fliould place my fupreme happinefs in doing him
any fervice. He then put feveral queftions to me
about the age and the power of the king my mafter,

and on my telling him that he was in peace with

all the world, and in particular with the grand
leignior, he faid he would enter into a ftridt alli-

ance with the king of France. This done, I was
mounted upon an elephant, and conducted home.
On the nth, being called to fpeak with the

king, he lliewed me two pike heads I had prefented

him with, and which above the carved work were
at iirft covered with enamel ; but the king having
given them to one of his own goldfmiths to be

carved and gilt, the paint went off as foon as the

goldfmith put them in the fire. The king there-

fore wanted to know if 1 could think of any body
who was capable of reftoring them to the fame
condition they were in before. I told him I knew^

of none, upon which he cruelly ordered that the

poor iiellow who had put them into the fire, (hould

have his hands cut off.

The king then told me, that he heard I had a
goldfmith on board, and deli red me to order him
to enamel a large gold ring of his, that weighed
above an ounce, which he delivered to me.

This prince was very curious in all lapidary and
goldfmiths' works, for he had above 300 goldfmiths

that were daily employed in working for him ; and
he (hewed me a great number of ftones, both fet

and unfet, which were for the moft part bored at

the ends ; feveral necklaces and chains of large

emeralds ; garments embroidered with jewels

;

large veflels of gold covered with jewels, many
fwords, hangers and daggers, with both the hilts

and fcab bards fet with precious ftones ; and a vaft
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number of gold clafps to put upon his robes ; and
he let me know that fix days would not be Tufficient

for taking a view of all his jewels and precious

ilones. Whether he told me this out of oftentation

or not, I cannot determine ; but the greateit part

of what I faw were rather flones of (hew than value,

though he fliewed me fome that were very rich,

pirticulirly three diamonds, that might weigh

from fifteen to twenty carats each ; two very large

rubies, and an. emerald he got in the conqueft of

Pera, which was one of the mod beautiful ftones I

ever faw. On my leaving the king, I fet the gold-

fmlth to work, and was forry I had one on board,

being afraid, that if the king liked his perform-

ance, he would delay us on his account.

On the 19th, the king fent a labandar to invite

me to dinner. "When I came, I found his majefLy

in a fquare hall, the floor of vi-hich was covered

with a Turkey carpet, upon which he made me
fit down, and after fome fallad was given me in a

large gold dilli, the cover of v/hich was all over

let with emeralds, he aiked me fome qucftions

about the grandeur and power of the Chriftiau

princes. There thencame in about thirty women,
each carrying a large filverdilh, which they fet

on the carpet, each difii being covered with a cloth

of gold, and filk, with jewels trailing upon the

ground. Thefe women having ftood for fome
time, the king ordered dinner to be fet before me,
upon which they uncovered thediflies, each of them
as big as a large bafon, and together with the lid

about two feet and a half deep : out of each of thefe

dii'hes they drew fix gold plates filled with meat,
paltry, and dried fwe.'t-meats, ^o that in lefs than
a minute I was furrounded with gold difiies, fome
containing water, others fauces, and one, which
was very large, was full of rice ; among the retl

were two difnes of tcmbac, which they highly
eileem. It is made of rice, and the kjng ordering "

VOL* 111. 3 A
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me to eat of it, I found it very good, for its tafte

refembles our marchpane. Afterwards an eunuch^
by the king's order, brought me fome drink in a
gold cup let in a large gold bafon, upon which I

dr?.nk to his majefty's better health, and thought

to have toiTed ofi" the whole, but the liquor was fo

very ftrong and fiery, that I found it impoffible >

when the king told me, that as 1 had drank to his

healthy I lliould drink it all ; and that if he were

to drink to the king of France's health, he would
not leave a drop of it ; but at my delire, it was
changed to a weaker fort. 1 was very much prelTed

to eat and drink; but being at laft tired with fit-

ting crofs legged, I defired the fabandar to prefs

me to eat no more. Upon which, the king or-

dered all the difhes to be removed, and bid me
once more drink his health ; this being done, they

brought a very fine carpet, the ground of which
was gold, and this was fpread on the floor between
the king and me.

Then came fifteen or twenty women, who
ranged themfelves by the fide of the wall, and each

of them having a little drum, fung the king's con-

quefts, making their Voices anfwer their drums.
There afterwards came in at a fmall door two little

girls very oddly drelFed ; but very handfome, and
fairer than any I ever faw in fo hot a country.

Upon their heads they v.ore a kind of hat made of

gold fpangles which glittered extremely y together

with a fort of plume, about a foot and a half high,

made of the fame fpangles. This hat was placed

on the fide of the head. They had large pendants

hanging at their ears, formed of gold fpangles

that reached to their ihoulders. Their necks were

Covered with gold necklaces, and over their fhoul-

ders was a kind of jacket of cloth of gold curioufly

wrought, under which was a waiftcoat of cloth of

gold mixed with red filk. They had a broad girdle

Blade of gold fpangles, from which hung behind
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a piece of cloth of gold, and under it they had
breeches made of the fame Ihiff, that reached no
lower than their knees, where hung feveral gold

bells. Their arms and legs were naked, but from the

wrift to the elbow, and from the ancle to the calf

of the leg, they were adorned with golden bracelets

fet with jewels. Each of them had a fword at her

girdle, the hilts and fcabbards of which were co-

vered with jewels, and in her hand, a large gold fan,

with feveral bells about it.

Thefe young beauties, thus adorned, advanced
upon the carpet with great gravity, and falling

upon their knees before their king, paid him their

refpe6ls, by joining their hands and lifting them
up above their heads; they then began to dance
v/ith on€ knee upon the ground, making feveral

motions with their body and arms, after which
they danced upright with great agility, fometimes

putting their hands to their fwords, at others, mak-
ing as if they fliot with a bow, and at others, again

a61:ing as if they had a ihield and hanger in their

hands. They danced with a very good grace, and
I am perfuaded that had a French dancing- mailer

feen them, he would have owned that their per-

formance did not deferve the name of barbarous.

After they had danced about half an hour, they

again kneeled before his majefty and retired.

At length, it growing late, the king, at my
defire, fullered me to go, after his having firft made
me a prefent of two hundred pieces of gold of

his coin, called malFes, worth about ten-pence a-

piece. The fabandar then conduced me home
by water, and afTured me he never faw the king
fliew fuch refpe6l to any ftranger, efpecially in

fufFering his women to dance before me; for during
the entertainment, the whole company fhnt their

eyes, it being a capital crime for them to look upon
the king's women, though I indeed looked at them
^ery earneftly all the while, for I prefumed they
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were not brought thither to make me ihut my
eyes.

On the 19th of February, an orankay and two
fabandars came on board in the king's name to

demand two fwords, one of which I had promifed

him. I immediately gave them both my fwords,

deliring them to acquaint his majefty that I had
no more, and as it was unufual in France to go
abroad without a fword, I hoped he would let me
have one of them again, which he did the next
day, with a preient of a dagger made after the

faihion of the country. The perfon who brought
it, faid, the king liked one of them extremely, be-

caufe it did not bow when they ottered to bend it,

and if the other had not bovved^ 1 had never feen

it again.

As no body dared to fell me a grain of pepper
till the king had fold his; I at length waited upon
his majefty with fome piefents, in order to obtain

leave to buy pepper of his fubje6ts: for he al-

ways fold his for half as much more as others did.

i found him at a cock-fighting, and laying very

high wagers with his orankays. Upon my en-

trance, he made me a prefent of a dagger, which
had the value of about five or fix livres of go'd

about the handle ; but I found him fo intent upon
his bets, that it was not proper for m.e to mention
n]y alTair at that time. I could not help taking

notice of one inftance of his avarice and readinefs

to facrifice every thing to his cruel and fordid dif-

pofition. One of the company pitched upon a

middle fized cock, ofiering to bet upon his head

againft any other of what iize foever. Upon which,

an orankay, who had foiijc of the king's cocks in

keeping, prefented a very large one, and upon
this, the king betted very high, when the little

cock beating the great one, the king loft his money.
This raifing his refentment, he afKed the orankay,

how it came to pafs that the little cock had more
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ilrength than the great one, wlien the orankay

anfwering with all poffible humility, that he could

not conceive how it was ; the king replied, he

could conceive it very eaiily, that it proceeded

from the cock's being ill fed, and that he had
given the cock's rice to his whores, or elfe eat it

himielf. This faid, he ordered his right hand to

be cut off, which was immediately put in exe-

cution.

The next day, the fabandar came to my houfe,

and informed me, that tlie king, from his parti-

cular affe6f ion tome, would let me have his pep-

per at forty-eight rials the bahar ; though private

perfons would have fold it, if they dared, for thirty-

two rials ; and on my begging to be allowed to

take in my lading at Ticow, had the allurance to

propofe my giving him 4000 rials, and making
the king a prefent of 20^000, for a licence to fettle

a fa(5fory at Ticow for two years.

Some time after, the fabandar and an eunuch
came to let me knov^^, that the king wanted to

fpeak with me. In obedience to his commands,
I went, and found him much out of humour, and
giving orders for tormenting live or fix won^.cn

;

and to my great mortification, I was obliged to

ilay while thefe poor creatures were tortured with

the utmoft cruelty, for three hours in his prefence,

his wrath increaling in proportion to their tor-

ments ; but at laft, an end was put to their tortures,

he ordering their hands and legs to be cut off,

and their bodies to be thrown into the river. The
occaiion of this inhuman execution was as fol-

lows.

On the preceding night, when there were five

or fix of his women in a room adjoining to his,

one of them gave a violent (hriek, upon wiiich,

the king enquiring what was the matter, was at

firft told by them all, that there was nothing in

it, but after many threats, Ihe that had cried
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out confefTed, that fome body came in the night,
and pricked her in the thigh with a dagger, through
the reeds upon which ilie lay, and that her crying

out awaked the reft ; but the others did not agree

in their anfwers, fome faying that they heard a

noife, and others that they heard nothing. How-
ever, the dagger was found, but no body would
own it. After all, the king having alked them who
it was that came with the dagger, and why they

did not tell him the truth at firft, and being un-
able to obtain an anfwer, fufpedled there was a

defign againft his life, carried on by his own mo-
ther, who, he imagined, had alarmed thefe women,
that their outcry might induce him to come out of

his chamber, which would have afforded a favour-

able opportunity to the affaffins. He therefore,

thought of extorting a true confeffion of the affair,

by putting all the women to the torture ; but their

refolution, courage, and conftancy, were invin-

cible; for notwithftanding the king's frequent

offers of pardon, in cafe they fliould difcover

the plot, and the repeated intreaties, both of the

cady of Achen, and the whole court, who begged
of them to be kind to themfelves, they did not

iln'ink or relent. One of them, being very old,

and fwooning away from time to time, the king
took companion on her, and ordered her to be

put to death, upon v^'hich fhe afTumed a gay coun-

tenance, and thanked his majefty for his mercy,
w'ifliing that he might be rewarded for this favour,

with a long and happy life of looo years. In

a word, all of them continued undaunted to the

laft gafp, and even after their liands and legs

were cut off, one of them had the courage to fay,

that for the fpace of ten years, they had longed

for this happy hour, that delivered them from the

drudgery of the caftle. When the execution was
over, theking afked me what 1 thought of it ; but

though the fpeclacie was very mortifying to me,
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yet I difTembled, and anfwered, that without
the execution of juftice, no kingdom could iub-

fift.

The king then told me in a long difcourfe, that

if the laft night's affair had been pafTed over
with impunity, his very life had been in danger:
that his orankays were foolilh and unthinking men,
who charged him with cruelty, without confider-

ing that it was their wickednefs that drew upon
them the anger of God, who made ufe of him
as an inftrument to puniHi them. That they had
no occalion to complain of him who fuffered them
to poifefs their wives, their children. Haves, and
competent eftates; who maintained their religion,

and preferved them from the captivity of their

neighbouring kings and the robberies of Grangers ;

that in former times Achen was a neft of mur-,

derers and robbers, in which the weaker were
opprelTed by the ftronger, and no man was fafe,

all of them being obliged to keep off the robbers,

with arms by day, and to barricado thcmfelves
in their houfes by night ; whereas at prefent they
had no occafion either for arms in the day, or
doors to their houfes by night. That his nobles
hated him becaufe he fupprefled extortion, maf-
facres and robberies ; that they longed to fet up
kings at pleafure, and murder them when dif~

obliged '. that his mother was in the fame intereft,

and wanted to make away with him, in order
to prefer another who h'ad countenanced their

infolence.

This fpeech he uttered with fueh vehemence and
pafiion in his looks, that his courtiers threw them-
felves upon the ground imploring his mercy,
and even the cady, a man above 80 years of age,
for whom every body had the higheft veneration,
and who could boaft ot" the nobieft defcent in

Achen, followed their example. In fine, though
this cruel prince could obtain no difcovery by
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all bis tortures, yet he not only imprifoned lii^

own mother, but put her upon tlie rack. Five

of the principal lords whom he fufpecled of fa-

vouring her, he put to death ; barbaroufly mur-
dered his own nephew, the king of Johor's Ton,

under the pretence that his mother intended to

raife that young prince to the throne ; and caufed

the Ton of the king of Bantam, and the fon of

the king of Pam, both of whom were his coufins,

to be put to death. This monfter has not left

one of the royal family, but his own fon, who
has been thrice banilhed the court; but begins

now to be reftored to favour, and is only Ikfe,

from his being more cruel than even his father,

and his being univerfally hated. In fliort, this

inhuman fovereign has extirpated all the antient

nobility and raifed a new fet of them. A day did

not pafs while I was at Achen, without the execu-

tion of one, and fometimes feveral of his people.

The avarice of this prince v^as fo extraordinary,

that no reprefentations or prefents could get the

better of it ; for though he at laft gave me a licence

to buy pepper of his fubjecJIs, in return for my
making him a prefent of an enamelled ring, the

firft perfon who confented to fell me any was in-

Hantly laid in irons. Being at laft fenfible, that

imlcfs I took fome of the king, I iliould never be

able to purchafe a grain in the city, I bought 300
bahars at his own price ; and was afterwards, to

my great amazement, obliged to pay a duty of

ieven per cent, for the very pepper I had bought
of his majefty.

I afterwards bargained with a perfon who was a

great do<;;i:or in the law of Mahomet, and bore the

character of a prophet : but when he had weighed
about 1200 bahars, I began to perceive fome black

fand among the pepper. He pleaded in excufe,

that fome of his domeftics had mixed llind with it,

without his knowledge ; but though I might have
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tomplained to the king of Achen, Vv'ho cuts off the

hands and feet of thofe who are found guilty of this

fraud, yet confidering the high character he bore,

i was willing to overlook it, and continued having

more weighed, till I obferved the pepper wet.

Wearied out with continual impofitions of this

tyrannical prince, and by the low arts of hisfub-

je6ls, I refolved to depart, and on the 27th of June,

he lent me his letter to the king of France, which
was brought to my houfe with great pomp; it

being carried upon a large elephant by one of the

principal orankays, attended by a number of offi-

cers of rank. Before the elephant went four drums
and four trumpets, and four large umbrellas fur-

rounded it. But all this fplendor was at my coft,

for I was obliged to fatisfy not only, the principal

orankay who brought the letter, but all who ac-

companied him. 1 he letter was carried in a fiivcr

bafon in a red velvet bag with gold ftrings, and
was written in. the Achen language in letters of

gold, upon very fmooth paper, with feveral gild-

ings and colourings round it.

On the 24th of July we fet fail, but met with

fuch calms, that it was the 7th of Auguft before

we made Pulo Lanchachay, though it is but four

days fail by the trade winds.

The day after my arrival the governor of the

ifland came on board, and told me, that he would
not fuifer me to trade with the inhabitants without

a licence from the king of Oueda, which he did not

doubt but I might have, it I affiftedhim with fome
artillery. On the 12th, the governor having left

his own fon with one of the principal men of the

ifland for hoftages, went in perfon with two of my
men to inform his majefty of my arrival. The king

of Queda had then retired three days journey up
into that country, for fear of the king of Achen 's

army : however, fome days after I received a letter

from the Sieur D'Efpine, one of the perfons who
VOL. III. 3 B
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went along with the governor, to inform me
there was but little pepper in the ifland, and t®-

my great mortification, I found this intelligence

but too true ; for we were come too late for the laft

year's crop, and too early for this. However, on
the id of December, the Sieur D'Efpine fent me
"word, that the king had caufed all the pepper to

be gathered in, in order to buy fome cannon of me,
if I were difpofed to fell them.

Upon this advice, I fent orders to Sieur D'Ef-
pine to^ inform himfelf particularly of what quan-
tity of pepper might be expe6led in that place, and
if it was under loo bahars, to return immediately,
without giving himfelf any farther trouble about
it ; but if it was above that number, to folicit the
king to fend a perfon with full powers to treat with
me. The Sieur D'Efpine returned on the gth,

and reported, that his majefty having a great mind
to fome of my cannon, would give me twice as

much pepper for them as I had afxed, if I would
itay for the feafon for gathering it, or if 1 had a

mind to eftablifh a factory there, he would furnifh

it every year with 2000 bahars, and exclude all

other nations from trading in his territories. The
king aifo fent me a letter, impow^ering me to trade

freely with the natives, and to defire two of my
cannon, for thirty bahars of pepper, which he faid

was all he had. In the mean time my purfer was
detained at Perleys, about leven or eight leagues

from this ifland, from the opinion that I would
come and fettle a faftory there, but underftanding

that the channel between this ifland and Perleys

was embarralTed with Ihelvesand flats, and finding

that my Ihip did not anfwer the helm as Ihe ufed to

do, I chofe to continue where I was, and threat-

ened to fet fail with the hofl:ages I had en board, if

they would not return me my man.
On the ifi: of Odtober my purfer returned, and

i delivered them my two hoftages. He reported^
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that the king had only twenty bahars of pepper,

and defired to pay the other ten in rials, at the

rate of twenty rials a bahar: that the country was
very poor, and rice extremely dear ; and upon the

arrival of every vellel, the people fled into the

country, thinking they belonged to the king of

Achen.
Though I had refolved not to let him have any

cannon, I thought fit to amufe him with fair words
till I had taken in frefli water, and with that view,

I fent back the purfer to acquaint him, that I was
very much difpofed to deal with him ; but could

not bring my Ihip to Perleys, becaufe my rudder
was out of order ; and that to fhew my willingnefs

to oblige him, I was ready to fend one of my can-

non on Ihore, provided he gave me two hoftages to

infure the delivery of twenty bahars of pepper
within eight days. With this offer he was fo

pleafed, that he fent me word, there was no oc-

cafion for giving hoftages, or landing the piece of

cannon, till the pepper was got ready, which would
be in fix or feven days. I here caufed to be cut

down a main-top-maft, a mizen-raaft, and a bow-
fprit, which I could not have elfewhere. If I could

have ftaid till January, I might have loaded my
lliip with pepper at a quarter of the price it coft me
at Achen, and befides at that time the trade winds
coming eaft would have flood fair for my returning

dire6tly to France ; but my men were fo few and
fo difcouraged, that I could not think of waiting.

Thisifland, which is called by the inhabitants

Pulo Lanchachay, and by the natives of Achen,
Pulo Lada, or the liland of Pepper, lies in 6*^. 15'.

north latitude. It is about fifteen or twenty leagues

in circumference, and is in fome places mountain-
Qus. In the middle of the country, there are

two high mountains feparated from each other by
a very narrow valley, and at the foot of thefe

ij30untains is a plain which extends three or four
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leagues in length. In this plain the pepper is pro-
duced ; but tlie ifland is only inhabited by about
I CO perfoDSj and is far from being cultivated fo

well as it might be. The foil of this plain is very
proper for all forts of drugs^ fruit, rice, and cattle,

is alfo enriched with excellent pafturage, and many
fprings and rivers. The reft of the ifland is cover-

ed with very thick woods, in which, efpecially upon
the mountains, there are fome trees perfe61iy ftraity

of an incredible heighth, and proportionable thick-

nefs. The fliore on the fouth fide is frequently in-

terfected with arms of the fea, leaving fmall iflands

and rocks covered with woods. On the north
there is a large ifland at about the diftance of a

league, and on the eaft, it has a bay covered with
a little ifland ; in this bay, ihips of 200 tons may
ride in lafety, and be liieltered from the winds.
In a word, there is a very fafe anchorage all round
the ifland ; and every part of it affords excellent

frefli water. From the beginning of July to the end
of October the winds are wefterly, when it rains

very much, and the climate, as in other places of
the fame latitude, is unhealthy. At prefent, this

ifland produces annually 500,000 pounds weight
of excellent large and dry pepper, which is pre-

ferable to that of any other place in the Indies. It

isfubje61: to the king of Queda, and the Portuguefe,

who refide at Malacca come there every year to

trade, and continue there from December to Fe-

bruary.

The pepper plants grow in a fat foil, and are

planted at the roots of trees, round which they

creep and twift like hops. They produce no fruit

till the third year, after which they bear for the

three following years, fix or feven pounds v^eight

of pepper. In the 'three next years they decreafe

one third, both in the quantity and fize of pepper,

'and thus continue decreafing for four or five years

longer. For the firft three years the ground about-
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them muft be kept very clean, which requires a

great deal of pains on account of the moifture of

the climate, V/lien the plant begins to bear,

the branches of the tree through wliich it creeps

muft be lopped off, left they intercept the rays of
the fun, which this plant ftands moll in need of.

When the cUifters of tl>e fruit are formed, care

muft aifo be taken to fupport them with poles, left

the branches ftiould be drawn down by the weight

of the fruit. They fhould alfo be planted at a

convenient diftance from each other, that a perfoa

may get round them with a ladder, in order to

prune them, after the fruit is gathered; for other-

wife they would grow too high, and by that means
bear the lefs fruit.

This plant has commonly a white flower in

April, which knots in June ; in Auguft the fruit

is large and green, when the natives ufe it for

fallad, or make it into rich pickle by fteeping it in

vinegar. In 06lober it is red; in November it

begins to grow black, and in December it is all

over black, and confequently ripe. This is gene-
rally the cafe, though in feme places it is ripe

fooner or later than in others. The fruit being
ripe, they cut off the clufters and dry them in the

fun, till the grain falls off the ftalk, which, not-

withftanding the excefiive heat, it does not in lefs

than fifteen days, during v/hich it muft be turned
from fide to fide, and covered up every night.

Some of the grains neither change red nor black,

but continue white, and thefe are made ufe of in^

medicine, and fold for double the price of the

other. Of late years, the inhabitants, obferving

that foreigners want thefe for the fame ufe, have
found out away of whitening the others, by taking

them while they are yet red, and wafliihg off

the red Ikin with water and fand, fo that nothing
remains but the heart of the pepper, which is

white.
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Thus the cultivation of pepper requires a great
number of hands ; but they are now much wanted
both in this ifland and the country of Queda,
which, three or four years before, were laid defo-

late by the king of Achen, fo that the king of
Queda is now obliged to put himfelf under the pro-

te6tion of the king of Siam. The inhabitants are

Malayans, but not fo crafty and difhoneft as thofe

of Achen : their habits are much the fame, but not
fo rich ; they are very zealous Mahometans, and
their cuftoms and ways of living, ditfer but little

from the inhabitants of Achen.
Queda has a marfliy foil and many brooks that

run into a coniiderable river, in which there are

a great number of large crocodiles. The country
was formerly well peopled, and abounded with

all forts of provilions, efpecialiy rice and cattle.

It was reforted to by merchants from Pegu, Ara-
can, Bengal, Jerfelin, the coaft of Coromandel,
and Suart, by the Portuguefe, who relided at

Malacca, and even by the merchants of Achen,
The cuftoms and impofts at this place were very
moderate, till the father of the prefent king, who
was a perfidious and cruel tyrant, afcended the

throne : but about three years ago he was carried

into captivity by the king of Achen. It is remark-
able, that about four years before it was fubdued,

two thirds of the inhabitants, amounting to 40,000,
were carried off by a plague : the following year

a murrain feized upon the cattle, and not only

carried ofFall the king's elephants, but even feven

eighths of their other cattle, and the third year

there was fuch a fcarcity of rice and all manner of

fruit, that the people fuffered a terrible famine.

The next year, the king of Achen who always

lies in wait to plunder his neighbours, took ad-

vantage of their diftrefs, and laid liege to the city

of Oueda, which held out three months, and then

the king, with his family and retinue, coniifting
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of 1 20 men, retired to his palace which he had
fortified, and where he was reduced to the lad

extremity ; but having continued there about two
months, the king of Achen's officers perfuaded

him to furrender, by alleging that their mafter

admired him for his valour, and if he trufted to

his clemency, would certainly reinftate him in his

throne. This liege was carried on with great

vigour by the Achen army, fo that they fought

even in winter when up to the middle in water ;

for the king fent them word, he would cut them
all to pieces, if they did not bring him the king
of Queda. At laft, having demolifhed the city,

and caftle, they carried that unhappy prince and
his family, with about 7000 of the inhabitants to

Achen.
The king of Achen gave the captive fovereign a

tolerable reception, till he had drained him and his

friends of all they had, after which, he had the

cruelty to put to death, not only him and his chil-

dren, but the principal men among the other cap-

tives, confining the reft to a remote part of the

city, where moft of them died for want, and the

poor remainder, amounting to about 500, work at

prefent in fniall huts, one half of the week, to ob-

tain a pitiful fubfiftence, and the other half in

building the king of Achen's houfes, and manuring
his grounds. The prefent king of Queda was lliut

up with his father in Queda caftle ; but finding his

unhappy parent was inclined to furrender, and to

carry all his children and treafures to Achen, in

order to procure a better reception, he privately

made his efcape.

On the 12th of 06lober, I weighed anchor and
Hood for the road of Achen, when the currents

carried me upon the iflands of Bofton, at about the

diftance of five leagues, where I was obliged to

drop anchor in order to keep clear of a rock. Thefe
iflands are three in number, befides many fmall
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ones. They are inhabited, and covered with woods^
in which there are ibine trees fit for the mafts oif

fill ps. They afford good anchorage all round them^
and the largeft has good frelh water in a fandy
creek.

The next day we came in fight of Sumatra, and
on the 27th were within two leagues of the ifland

of Pulovvay, which I defigned to double, in order

to caft anchor on the weft fide of the road of Achen,
whence I might eafily put to fea, in cafe I fliould

be ufed ill by the king ; but the currents were fo

ftrong, and the winds blew fo hard from the weft

and weft-north-weft, that I was obliged to put into

a fmall creek, and that very evening a vefTel came
up to me with acommiffion from the king to know
who 1 was, whence 1 came, and whither I was
going. For it feems the king had heard of a ftiip

cruifmg upon his coaft fifteen days before I came
to anchor in that place. This melTenger informed
me, that a fmall French fhip had arrived in the
road of Achen about eight days before: he hap-
pened to know me to be the perfon who had before

been at Achen ; and on his alking me whence I

Game, I ordered my interpreter to tell him, that

at my leaving Achen I was bound for Bantam

;

but having loft two of my mafts by a ftorm, was
forced to put into an ifland to refit, the name of

which I intended to conceal, as I knew the king
would be difpleafed at my going thither without

his leave ; but my interpreter immediately told him
1 had been at the ifland of Pulo Lanchachay.
The next day I was vifited by a velTel, in which

was an Achen man with whom 1 was acquainted,

who told me there was a fmall French vefiel in the

road, and fome Frenchmen who faid they belonged
to me, adding as a fccret, that they were detained

by the king of Achen againft their inclinations.

In the mean time I fent my long-boat on fliore

for frelh provifions.; but the people would fell
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none, alleging, that the king had prohibited their

vending them without his command. As I took
the French (hip in the road of Achen to be our ad-

vice-boat, I was apprehenlive that the king might
ftop it, to prevent their having an interview with
me, I therefore weighed anchor and flood for the
road of Achen ; but the wind being contrary and
very high, I was forced to come to an anchor at
the point ofa large bay, whence I fent by land one
of the men whom I had redeemed, in a Moor's
habit, to carry a letter to the PVench vefTel in the
road of Achen, promifing him his freedom, if he
brought me an anfwer in two days ; for we were
then but four leagues diftance from Achen, and he
being fet on Ihore in the night, was ordered to

reach that city before it was light.

The next day a large Ihip with Englifh colours

made up to us, put out her long-boat, and
brought on board M. Du Parr, one of the men
belonging to the Hope. This was a fhip of 600
tons and 32 guns, and had on board Mr. Grave
the captain of the Hope, who was very ill ; but
not finding me at Achen, was going to Bataviato
fee if he could get a pafiage to France. M. Du
Parr gave me the following account of Capt.
Grave's proceedings.

After the Hope parted from me, fhe came to
an anchor at a long ifland about twenty leagues
from Ticow, to which place the captain fent the
long-boat; but twelve hours after its departure
Mr. Grave himfelf flood for the fame port to fet

on fhore M. Talier, the firft commiflary, who
was then ill ; but the winds and currents being
contrary, they not only loft the men in the long-

boat, but all they had on board grew lick, except
the captain and five or fix more. While they
were in this unhappy condition, they met with
a Dutch fhip of 1200 tons, called the Leyden,
commanded by William Schovten, upon which

VOL. HI. 3 C
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Capt. Grave went to defire their afiiftance ; but
was no fooner on board the Leyden, than the

Dutch captain fent lixty men in two long boats

on board our ihip; this they did without oppofition,

and not only plundered the veiTel, but ufed our fick

men moft barbaroully, turning them out of their

hammocks and throwing them upon the deck.

In the mean while the Dutch captain told Mr.
Grave that his Ihip was a good prize, and if they

met with me they would ferve me in the fame

manner. A few days after they met with another

Dutch fhip that had many fick on board, and was
going to fet them on Ihore on the ifle of iNafTau,

when Capt. Grave defired that his men might

alfo be landed at the fame place, to which they

confentcd ; but behaved with fuch cruelty as (hewed

they had neither humanity, religion, nor con-

fcience ; for they threw the fick men, like fo many-

logs of wood, out of the Ihip into the boat, and
fome they dragged with a rope through the water,

particularly one who expired immediately upon
the rocks on the Ihore,

In the mean time the commiflary of the Leyden
became fenfible of his crime, and told Capt. Grave
he was miftaken, for upon a review of his commif-

lion, he found he had no authority to take any
French fhip, and that he was at liberty to return

to his own fhip. Captain Grave, however, con-

fidering that he flood in need of his afiiftance, an-

fwered with great complaifance, that the commif-

fary was not the firft who had been miftaken in

matters of as great confequence, and defired that

be might have fome of the Dutch feamen to man
hisfliip. To this the commifiTary confented, upon
condition that he fhould forget what was palled,

and give a writing to that purpofe under his hand,

which being done, Captain Grave received his re-

inforcement, and returned on board the Hope ;

but the Dutch feamen threatened every day to
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throw him and his crew overboard, which they

would certainly have done, it the other Dutph Ihip

called the Horn, had not been in company. They
fome time after fell in with three Dutch fhips,

upon the coalt of Sumatra, one of which havmg
a flag upon its mail lil^e an admiral's ihip, Capt.

Grave went on board her, which he had no fooner

done, than the admiral's fhip fired upon his, to

make her take down their French colours, and the

captain fent back his boat, with orders to take

them down.
They now all failed for Jacatra, where they

arrived in December, when Captain Grave went
to wait upon the Dutch admiral, and delired he

would affift him with fome feamen to conduft his

Ihip to Bantam, to which the admiral agreed,

provided he would there buy up all the pepper he

could get at two rials a fack, and diftribute two
thirds of it to the Dutch and Engliih in that road.

The captain confidering his miferable fituation,

was obliged to fubmit and lign an obligation to

buy fifteen thoufand facks of pepper, 5000 of

which were to be given to the Dutch, and 5000
to the Engliih. At this time the pinnace 1 had
fent in quefl; of him came to Jacatra ; but the bar-

gain being ftruck before her arrrival, Capt. Grave
was obliged to go to Bantam, and arrived thereat

the end of January, where the king gave him a

favourable reception, but would fell him no pep-
per under four rials a fack.

In the mean time the Dutch contrary to their

promife, fent armed barks up and down Bantam
road, in purfuit of the Javenefe, within cannon
(hot of their walls, and always returned on board
the Hope, in order to make the people of Bantam
believe that the French gave flielter to their mor-
tal enemies. But this the king of Bantam refented

no otherwife than by keeping the pepper at the
firit price, upon which Captam Grave refolved to
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take it, and when he had got his lading to return
to France, he offered part of what he had got to

the Dutch ; but they refufed to have it at that

price. The Englifh however took 150 bags with-

out paying him, which occafioning his wanting
money to pay the king of Bantam, he refufed to

let him have any more, unlefs he would take all

he had bargained for.

At length the commilTary of the St. Malo's
company fupplied him with as much as would
complete his lading, taking the Hermitage advice-

boat, which I had fent to him, as a pledge for

1500 rials in part of payment. This done, Mr.
Grave refolved to return dire6lly for France ;

but he was ordered by three fhips that lay juft by
him to go to Jacatra ; he accordingly went thither,

and was there commanded to unlade two thirds

of his cargo, and though he fhewed letters under
the Dutch prelident's hand, importing, that they
would not Hand to the firft bargain, yet they

arretted the captain on fliore, made feven or eight

of their fhips ride at anchor round the Hope, and
began to unlade the pepper themfelves, though
none of Captain Grave's crew put their hands to

it. In the mean time Captain Grave entered a

proteft againft the injuftice of the Dutch; declar-

ing, that all the damages ilTuing from that a6lion,

fliould be placed to their account. Soon after a

proa was feen in a very dark night to come from
the place where the Dutch fhips lay at anchor,

and to make up to the ftern of the Hope, near
which it continued fome time, and then putting

oil, one of the men cried in the Malayan tongue,
that the Hope was on fire. Immediately the

Dutch fhips were feen under fail, they having
weighed anchor before, which was a certain proof
that they knew of the defign. Mean while the

French feamen, finding the fire too far advanced
to be extingnifhed, came off in the long boat.
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The next morning Captain Grave fent fix proas

tofave fomething in the fhip, but the Dutch Icept

them off, extinguifhed the flames, got all the

pepper and artillery out of her, placed them in

their own magazines, and fold the hulk by beat

of drum.
After this Captain Grave hearing that I was at

Achen, fet out fi^r that city in the pinnace belong-

ing to the French commillary at Bantam, and the

reft of the men came in another bark ; but as

foon as he arrived there, the bark and all that

were in her were flopped by the king of Achen,
when Capt. Grave being taken ill, and not meet-
ing with me there, took the opportunity of em-
barking for Batavia in the Englifh fhip above-
mentioned.
Having heard this melancholy account of our

affairs, I fent a boat for Captain Grave, received

him on board, and fome days after weighed, and
making the road of Achen, came to an anchor
among five other fhips that were in that road, in

order to force the king of Achen, to deliver up
my men, if he would not do it voluntarily.

Immediately upon our arrival, the king fent an
eunuch on board to welcome me, and deli re me
to come on fhore. To which I anfwered. That I

could not truft myfelf on land, fince the king
had imprifoned my men like robbers, and feized

upon the forry remains of a burnt fliip, contrary
to what might have been expe6led, after the fer-

vices afforded him by the king of France, and by
me in particular. The eunuch replied, that the

king took them for Portuguefe who had ravaged
his coafts, and as foon as he was undeceived, had
fet them at liberty, and returned them their money.
That he had, it is true, hindered them from going
on board the Englifh and Dutch fliips for fear they
fhould come to any harm from their mortal ene-
mies, defigning to put them into the hands of the
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firft French captain that fhould arrive in that place.

To which I anfwered, that the French wereeafiiy

diftinguiihed from the Fortiigiiefe, and that though
I underitood he had returned them fome rials, yet

he had detained the value of 2500 rials he took
from them, in jewels, coral, bezoar, mulk, and
other things. The eunuch told me, the King
would certainly return them. However, I let

him know, that I was firmly refolved not to go on
lliore, till my men were on board, after which I

would come and receive his commands.
A demand was now made of the duties of the

king's chappe, befides 400 rials for anchorage to

be paid to the king, and 200 for the officers of the

alfandeque, a late impolition laid upon ail fhips

that fliould come into that road ; buc I told them
I did not come to traffic, and therefore would not
pay a tarthmg. Some time after the chappe re-

turned, and brought all the men on board ; when
purfuant to my promife, I went on Ihore, and
waited upon the king, who complained heavily of

my not coming to fee him fooner, and told me,
that the Dutch and Englifh had fpread falfe reports,

m order to exclude the French from the trade of

Achen : that the men he had imprilbned were
reprefented to him as robbers and pirates ; but
that he no fooner underftcod they beloriged to me,
than he let them at liberty. That he was afraid

the king of France might have taken it ill, if he
had put his fubje6fs into the hands of the Dutch,
who were their mortal enemies, and that he only
waited for the arrival of a French Ihip, in which
he mi^ht fend them home. But after all, on my
thanking him for fending my men on board, he

toid me, he had only fentthem to vifit me, for they

being fliipwrecked and loft men, belonged to him,
into whole port they came. This, I fuppofe, he

llrld to prevent any afking for Vv^hat he had taken

from them.
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I was refolved to ftrive once more to obtain a li-

cence ibr trading at Ticow, and for that purpofe,

oitered a diamond to the orankay to engage him to

procure it for me ; when he told me that I might
obtain the licence, provided I made a prefent of a

fine diamond to the king, who was then extremely

fond of jewels. Upon this, I Ihewed him a rough
diamond, weighing twelve grains, which I de-

figned for the king, and a cut diamond of five

grains for himfelf ; but the next day he informed

me, that he had Ihewn them to his majefty, and
that the Englifh having very lately prefented him
with large ones, he did not value mine. How-
ever, if 1 could find any that were extraordinarily

beautiful, 1 might certainly obtain my requeft.

Upon this, I bought of a Portuguefe, who was
lately returned from Mafalipatan, two diamonds,
one weighing eighteen grains, cut lozenge wife,

and very handfomely fet, which coft me 550 rials,

and another of nine grains, that coft me 120 rials ;

and then I delired Quylin, a goldfmith, who was
now my interpreter, and who ufed to fpeak very

boldly to the king, to let him know that I had
fome jewels, which I defired to fliew his majefty.

After fome time the king fent for me in order to

fee my diamonds, when I fhewed him the larger

one, which having looked at, healked me the price

of it, and I told him it was at his fervice, if he
would allow me to buy 300 bahars of pepper at

Ticow. To which he anfwered, that if the Dutch
would give him 30,000 rials for that privilege he
would not grant it them, but he would give me
a licence to ftay twenty days at Ticow, if I would
make him a prefent of another diamond like that

;

but I let him know that I had none fuch, nor could
poliibly find any. He then delired me to give hiin

a piece of cannon in the room of it. But I begged
his pardon, and defired to be excufed. However,
finding him bent upon having the gun, I at laft



S92 BEAULIEU's EXPEDITION TO

agreed to let him have it. When calling for the
orankay Laxamane, the king ordered him to give

me a commiffion for trading at Ticow.

I however frequently alked for my commiffion to

no purpofe, and at laft complained of him to the

king, who bid me give him a diamond ; when I

found that the orankay Laxamane could do no-

thing, the king difpatching all his commiffions

himfelf, and that the delign of turning me over to

him, was to extort from me another diamond for

the king's ufe. On this difcovery, I gave him one
that weighed about fix grains, and at laft, after

many delays, received from the king's own hand
a letter impowering me to trade at Ticow for

twenty days.

On the i6th of December we weighed anchor,

and arrived in the road of Ticow, on the laft day
of the year. On the ift of January, 1622, I ihewed
the inhabitants of that town the king of Achen's
letter, and in this place I bought above 400 bahare
of pepper, which coft me about twenty-five rials

the bahar, including the charges of the commif-
fion, and the prefents I made at Achen.
The ifland of Sumatra extends eleven degrees in

length, from the point of Achen, in 5'='. 30'. north

latitude, to the ftreight of Sunda, in 5*^. 30'. fouth

latitude, fo that it is about 620 miles long, and
generally about 2 10 in breadth. The coaft for the

moil part lies low, though there are very high

mountains within the country. Its vallies afford

excellent pafturage, produce great quantities of

rice, and many kinds of fruit. The ifland is wa-

tered by fine rivers, fome of which are very large,

and by an infinite number of brooks, by which

means the land is rendered very raoift, and in fome
places marlhy, and being under the equinoctial,

is fubjedl to frequent rains.

The air is unhealthy for ftrangers, efpecially

near the equinoctial^ and during the wet feafon,
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which lafts from June to October, when the

wefterly winds^ mixed with rain and fudden tem-

pefts, blow upon the coaft ; thefe are interrupted

by calms, which occafion peftilential fevers, that

carry oif ftrangers in two or three days, or at leaft

terminate in obllinate fwellings and dropfies ; but

the city of Achcn, which is fituated on the north

point, is more temperate: it ftands upon a large

river, about half a league from the fea, in the

mid ft of a valley that is fix leagues broad. The
foil is very proper for all forts of grain and fruit ;

the inhabitants, however, fow nothing but rice,

which, with cocoas, is their principal food.

The ifland bears very large trees, that retain

their verdure all the year round ; the fruit-trees

are very numerous ; thefe bear in their proper fea-

fons, and there is not a month in the year without

fome ripe fruit. The natives- have abundance of

bulFaloes, which are employed in manuring the

ground, and in drawing or carrying. Their horfes

are oF a fmali breed. They have great numbers of

goats ; but their iheep are of little value. The
peafants breed up great numbers of hens and ducks,

in order to fell their eggs ; they are fond of hunt-
ing, and have an infinite number of wild boars ;

but they are neither io large nor fo furious as thofe

in France. However, their deer are larger than
ours. They have few roe-bucks and hares ; but at

the foot of the mountains there are numbers of
wild elephants, and upon thofe that are unin-
habited, there are many rhinocerofes, wild buffa-

loes, tygers, wild cats, civet cats, monkeys, adders,

large lizards, and in fome rivers poifonous croco-

diles.

The beft half of this ifland is polTeded by the

king of Achen, and that part of the coaft that faces

the ftreights of Sunda is fubject to the king of Ban-
tam. The inhabitants of the coaft are Malayans,
but the inland parts of the ifland are inhabited by

VOL. ni. 3 ^^
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Aborigines, who fpeak a different language fronl

tiie Malayans, and have feveral petty kings. The
richeft and moft powerful of whom, is one who re-

fides between Ticovv and Manimcaho, he pofTeffing

all the places where gold is found.

As to the produce of the feveral kingdoms and
provinces, Andrigri produces aconliderable quan-

tity of pepper ; but it is very fmall. Gold is cheaper

there than in any other country poireflTed by the

Malayans ; Jamby produces a great deal of much
better pepper than that of Andrigri. The Englifh

and Dutch have a fa61ory there, as well as the

Portuguefe at Malacca. The kingdom of Po-

limban abounds in rice and cattle, and affords but

little pepper. This is a pleafaot country towards

the fliore, which is in the poiTeffion of the king of

Bantam.
As for the dominions of the king of Achen, the

territories belonging to his principal city are fo

badly cultivated as not to maintain the inhabit-

ants, whence a great part of the rice comes from
abroad. In former times it produced a great deal

of pepper ; but one of the kings obferving that

they minded nothing elfe, and neglected the ma-
nuring of the ground neceffary for producing rice,

caufed all the pepper plants to be cut down,
whence it does not annually produce above 500
bahars.

At the diftance of fix leagues from Achen,
there is an high mountain which furnilhes a great

quantity of fulphur. This mountain, with the

illand of Puloway, in the road of Achen, in a man-
ner fupplies all the Indies with fulphur for making
of gun-powder. The territory of Pedir is fo very

fertile in rice, that it is called the granary of

Achen. It alfo produces a large quantity of

filk, part of which is wove by the natives into

Huffs, that are efteemed all over Sumatra, and the

reil fold to the inhabitants of the coaft of Coro-
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mandel. At Dely there is a fountain of oih which

is faid to be inextinguifliable when once fet on
fire. With this oil, the Icing of Achen burnt two
Portuguefe galeons at Malacca. Daya abounds in

rice and cattle. Cinquele annually produces a

large quantity of camphire, which the inhabitants

of Surat, on the coaft of Coromandel, purchafe for

fifteen or fixteen rials the cotti, or twenty-eight

ounces. Paflaman ftands at the foot of a very high

mountain, and produces excellent large pepper,

and feven leagues from the place is Ticow, which

is ftill more fertile in this valuable drug. Priaman
is well peopled, and plentifully furniflied with all

forts of provifions ; it drives a large trade in gold

with the inhabitants of Manimcabo : the Dutch
had a fadory there for a long time ; but were at

laft expelled by the king of Achen. Padung has

little pepper ; but deals much in gold, and has a

fine river, where large Ihips may come up and ride

in fafety. All thefe places are well peopled and
cultivated, and from their diftance from the tyran-

nical court of Achen, fome of the inhabitants be-

came rich, and live happily.

The inhabitants of Achen are more vicious

than thofe of Ticow, and other places ;?long the

coaft. They are proud, envious, and treacherous
;

defpife their neigbours, and think all other nations

but themfelves barbarians. They are very ex-

penfive in their clothes, and would be fo in their

houfes and Haves, if they were not prevented by
the king. They fpeak well in their own language,

and have orators among them : thefe are very

fond of fmiilies, and are happy in the ufe of them.

They alfo compofe poems and fongs ; they apply

themfelves to writing, and the x\rabian arithmetic,

which differs but little from ours. Some of them
are good mechanics, efpecially in the building

of gallies. They are very dexterous in all forts

of iron work, though they do not work with the
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fame facility as the Europeans. They alfo work
well in wood and copper, and fome of them are

(killed in making artillery.

Since this king's acceffion to the throne, the

fubjedts of Achen have obtained the reputation

of being the beft foldiers in India; for they have

inured themfelves to fatigue, and are excellent

pioneers, as appears from the lieges of Queda
and Dely, for though the latter was a place of

great ftrength, fortified by the affiftance of the

Portuguefe, and defended by a perfon of great

valour and reputation, yet the king of Achen took

it in fix weeks time, by cutting trenches and
making gradual advances. They live very foberly,

and for the moft part upon rice, to which the

richer fort add a fmall quantity of fiili, and a few-

herbs, and he mud be a very great lord, who
eats in a day's time, one fowl boiled or broiled

upon the coals. It is a common faying among
them, that if there were 2000 Chriftians in that

country, all their beef and fowls would be foon

con fumed.

They pretend to be ftri6l Mahometans; but

are great hypocrites, efpecially in the refpe6l they

Ihew to the king, whom they would gladly fee

hanged. If they fufpe6t, though without reafon,

that any one has adiflike to them, they endeavour

to prevent his doing them an injury, by forming

an accufation againft him before his majeity, and
the frequency of thefe accufitions occafions his be-

ing fo cruel; as they make him believe that there

are more confpiracies again il him, than there

really are. In fhort, it is common for one bro-

ther to accufe another, or the fon the father, and
if, upon this account, they are charged with inhu-

manity or want of confcience, they reply that God
is far from them, but the king of Achen is near

at hand.
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Agreeably to the law of Mahomet, they many
as many women as they are able to maintain, one
of whom is entitled to the preference, and her'

children efteemed the lawful heirs ; but though
they fufFer their flaves and coi>cu bines to go abroad
their wives are confined at home. If a man niar-

ries a young woman, he commonly pays a fum of

money for her to her relations, and allows her a

jointure out of his eftate ; and if (he has a fortune

of her own, fhe lodges it in the hands of her huf-

band, and takes his notes for it, which entities

her to recover it in cafe of feparation ; or, if the

hufband dies firft, his note, together with the join-

ture ftipiilated in the contra6f of marriage, muft
be firft fatisfied out of the goods of the deceafed,

even to the prejudice of all other creditors ; but if

the woman dies firft, the huft)and is entitled to all

fhe brought him. The hufband and wife may fe-

parate whenever they pleafe, provided it be by
their mutual confent ; for the confent of one party
is not fufficient.

Though iifury is prohibited at Achen, they are

allowed to borrow at 12 percent, per ann. with-
out pledges. If the debtor refufes to pay, he is

cited before a court ofjuftice, where, if the debt
be proved, he is condemned to pay it in a Ihort

time, and if it is not paid at the time limited, he is

cited to appear a fecond time, v\^hen he muft either

pay it in court, or have his hands tied behind him
with a wythe, and as nobody dares untie him, he
continues in that pofture, and is obliged to appear
before the court whenever it fits, till the debt is

difcharged. But if the judge perceives that he
appears daily, and is unable to pay the debt, lie

delivers him up to the creditor, to lerve him a^ a

flave ; the creditor then takes him home, fells

him, or does with him what he pleafes, fo he does
not take away his life.
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This court fits every morning, except on Fri-

days, and one of the richeft orankays prefides in

it. There is alfo a criminal court, in which feve-

ral of the principal orankays prefide by turns,

where cognizance is taken of all quarrels, rob-

beries, murders, &c. committed in the city. Any
criminal may be flopped or taken up by a child of

four or five years of age ; for whenever hands are

laid upon him, he durft not make the leaft oppofi-

tion ; but ftands like a ftatue, and fufFers his hands
to be tied, in order to be tried before the court,

•where the fentence is immediately put in execu-

tion. I have feen tall, lazy fellows dragged in

this manner by little children, and fentenced to

be laflied with a wythe over their Ihoulders, for

Healing to the value of a farthing ; and after the

execution neither the criminal nor informer dare

complain- I heard a man tried for peeping through

a hedge to fee his neigbour's wife bathing herfelf,

for which he was fentenced to receive thirty lafhes

upon his fhoulders ; but after the fentence was
jpronounced, the criminal publicly capitulated

"with the executioner, and gave him twenty maes
in open court, in confideration of his being

whipped with his clothes on. It is indeed very

common, to bargain with the executioner for miti-

gating the puniihment ; for never a day palles,

without the king's ordering a nofe, eye, ear, hand,

foot, or tefticle to be cut off from fome one or

other ; upon which occafion, the executioner gets

money for doing his bufinefs handfomely, and with

little pain ; and if the criminal does not come up

to the price, and pay him upon the fpot, he will

mangle him in a moft inhuman manner. After

the criminal has thus fuffered, whether by the

king's command, or the fentence of the judge, all

the ignominy of his crime is wiped off, and if any

one upbraids him with it, he may kill him with

impunity.
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There is another court in which the cadi or

chief prieft prefidesj and takes cognizance of all

the infringements of religion. There is alfo a

court for determining difputes among merchants,

whether natives or foreigners. In this court an

exaft account is kept of all the cuftoms, gifts,

fines, and commodities belonging to tiie kinjp^,

with a lift of all the perfons who buy of his majelty,

pay the duty, or make him prefents. Befides

thefe, there are four officers, called Pangoulow
Cavalo, who take cognizance of things done in

the night-time, as not paying the duty, robberies,

&c. each of which has a quarter of the city under
his jurifdi6tion. Every orankay has a province or

country diftri6l, in which he gives orders and
adminifters juftice.

Before the reign of the prefent king's grand-
father, the orankays having never been opprelTed

by their fovereigns, nor pillaged by other nations,

were very rich in lands and houfes, as well as in

gold and filver. The city was fix times larger

than at prefent ; the ftreets were crowded with
people, and no city in India had fo flourilhing a
trade ; for no cuftoms were required, but that of
the chappe, and merchants might unload and take

in a frelh lading within fifteen days. The orankays
then lived in large ftately houfes with cannon at

their gates, and had a great number of flaves, both
toferveand guard them. They dreffed magnifi-
cently, had pompous retinues, and were much re-

fpe<?i;ed by the people. This grandeur and autho-
rity, not only leifened the power of the king, bat
was often fatal to his perfon, fo that the fovereigii

feldom enjoyed his crown above two years, and,
if he did, he had no more than the title.

In this fituation things continued till the ex-

tinction of theantient royal line, which happened
about forty years ago, when the orankays met in

ordej to chufe a king ; but every one endeavouring
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to obtain this dignity, it was refolved to deelde

ti"ie difpiite by the fword. While they were in this

ferment, the cadi by his authority and remonf-
trances, perfuaded them to liften to an expedient,

t'r.at would remove all theirjealoufies, which was to

fet the crown upon the head of a certain orankay,

v.'ho during theledivifions, had endeavoured to ob-

tain nothing for himfelfor family, which was one of

the nobleft in Achen ; but lived peaceably with

the reputation of being a wife experienced man, he
being then feventy years of age. The orankays

accepted the propofal, as it did not remove their

refpe(5live preten lions, fince he was intitled only to a

preference, on account of his age and prudence ;

but after all, the old nobleman defired to be ex-

cufed, alleging that he had for fome time retired

from the affairs of the world, and wifhed for no-

thing more than to pafs the remainder of his life

in peace. Upon this the orankays fell together by
the ears ; but at laft finding that every thing ran
into confuiion, they endeavoured to threaten the

old orankay into an acceptance of the crown ;

but both their threats and intreaties were equally

ineffe6lual.

At laft they all came in a body to his houfe.

The cadi carrying the crown, and one of the

orankays a naked fword, v^^hen they reprefented

to the old nobleman, that they could not poffibly

find any other remedy for their prefent calamity,

but that of making him king: That as they had
frequently importuned him to accept of the crown,

tliey now came once more to make him the laft

offer, and if he ftill refufed to accept it, they were
determined to cut him off immediately, to prevent

their infifting any longer on an ufelefs expedient.

The old orankay finding himfelf in this dilemma,
told them, that though he had firmly refolved to

•finifh his days without interfering in the difturb-

ances of public affairs, yet fince nothing but his
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mounting the throne could prevent a pernicious

war, he would accept their offer, upon condition

that they would refpe(5l him as a father, and he

fhould treat them as his children. They all thank-

ed him, and having promifed not only to honour
him as their parent, but to refpe6l him as their

fovereign, inftantly invcfted him with the royal

dignity.

After his coronation he took polTeffion of the

caftle, and inviting all the orankays to a feaft, upon
an appointed day, made fuch vaft preparations for

their entertainment, that the orankays were filled

with admiration. When the feftival arrived, the

orankays were drawn up in order in a court near

the king's apartment, and condu6ied by the chap-

pees into a hall ; but as they entered it, were im-
mediately feized and dragged into another court

behind the building, where the king had caufed a

deep ditch to be dug, upon the brink of which
their throats were cut, and then their bodies were
thrown into it. In the mean time the muiic
played, and nothing but fongs and mirth were
heard in the hall. Thefe murders were carried on
with fuch fuccefs, that iioo were cut off before

thofe in the rear could perceive any thing of the
matter, when the fmall remainder flipped foftly out
of the caftle, without diftin6'Lly knowing what foun-
dation they had for diftruft, till the next day, when
all the principal orankays were miffing.

The inhuman monfter having thus cut ofFall he
fufpecS:ed, and fecured himfelf in the caftle wath a

good body of guards, he publiflied a declaration,

that this great execution was necelliiry for the fafcty

of his own perfon and the ftate ; that as in former
times the orankays had made and dethroned kings
at pleafure, and extinguiftied the antient line, io

when they were on the point of cutting one ano-
ther's throats, they could find no other remedy
but tliat of forcing him to be king in order to ferve

VOL. III. 3 E
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hiin as they had done the reft ; but that fince he
was king, he did not chufe to be expofed to the

inconiiftent humoiirs of the orankays, who after

they had malTacred him, would have rehipfed into

their former aninioiities, and have made the people

iwifer by their quarrels. In Ihort, that his defign

'i\"d'o to preferve the general peace, to reign with

equity, and to execute fcvcre juftice upon all cf-*

feidei^.

Finding that after this declarationj no body
came to pay hisii the ufual refpecls at the caftle, he

deaioiifiied ali the houfes of the orankays he had
caufed to be ninrdeFed, and lodged their cannon,
arms, and eiieCts, in the caftle, prohibited build-

ing with fione, or the orankays having cannon or

intrenchments, and ordered that all the houfes

lliould be but one llory high, and their walls be

made of matts, as they are at this day. He con-

ferred the quality of orankays upo-n his favourites,

allowing them part of the lands which had be-

longed to thofe who had been executed, and put

to death all who llievved any diilike to his conduct _,

fo that in the firft year of his reign 20,000^ perfons

were executed, and in the fccond, feveral thou-

fands more.

This prince reduced the city almoft to the con-

dition it is now in. He ufcd the Arabian merchants
very ill ; but was extremely civil to the Englifli

and Dutch, who fettled there during his reign.-

He educated the prefent king, who was his daugh-
ter's fon, and died in the year 1603, aged ninety-

five, leaving two fons, who were advanced in years

;

to theeldeft of whotn he left the kingdom of Achen,
and all his territories along the coaft of Sumatra to

the weftward ; and to the other, the kingdom of
Pedir, with the territories upon the eall coaft.

Thefe princes being of a meek difpolition, an in-

finite number of diforders were committed at Acheii

for want of a fevere execution of juftice. The king
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of Achen happening to give fome flight rebuke to

his nephew the prelent icing, whom he entertained

at his court, that prince fled to his uncle the king

of Pedir, who gave him a very kind reception ;

when the king of Achen defiring his brother to

fend back his nephew to him, he made anfwer, that

he would not oiFer violence to a young prince,

whom their father had recommended to their care.

Upon this, the two brothers declared war againft

each other, when the forces of Pedir were con^-

manded by tlie nephew ; and in this war above

60,000 men were flain. ^ut though the nephew
had frequently the advantage, yet as the forces of

Achen were mofi; numerous, thofe of Pedir at la ft

refufed to march, upon which their king was
obliged to deliver up his nephew to the king of

Achen, who immediately laid him in irons.

In the mean while the Portuguefe made a defcent

iipon Achen, and carried a tiirf fort at the en-

trance of the riven At this jun6iure the young
prince defiring his uncle to Jet him fight againit

the Portuguefe he releafed him ; and the royal

youth behaved with fuch bravery in two or three

battles with the Portuguefe, that he acquired great

reputation. His mother, an active, ambitious

woman, now formed a delign of making him king
of Achen, and furnilhed him with large fums of

money, to be diftributed among the principal

orankays. With this view, he was very familiar

in his converfation : whatever he had he (hared

among his friends; refufed nothing that was afked

of him, and, in a word, Ihewed hin^felf liberal to

the orankays, affable to the rich, the companion
of thofe who profeiled arms, and extremely courte-

ous to the common people. At this time the king

of Achen died fuddenly, when the prince got into

the callle ; made great promifes to the oihcers ;

advanced a large fam to the governor of the caftle ;

bribed the guards; diftributed mone}' among tag
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principal orankays, and threatened the cadi, who
fcrupled to crown him. In Ihort, he managed his

intrigues with fuch fuccefs, that he was proclaimed

king that very night, to the great joy of the people,

"who had conceived extraordinary hopes from his

liberahty and courtefy, as well as his valour.

As Pedir is but twelve miles from Achen, the

king of that place was fcon informed of his bro-

ther's death, and came the next day to receive

the inveftiture of his patrimony ; but on his ap-

proaching the caltle, with a fraall retinue, he fell

into the hands of his nephew^ who forgetting his

former favours, kept him a month prifoner in the

caftle, and then pretending to fend him to a more
agreeable retreat at a dillance from the city, caufed

his throat to be cut by the Vvay. Thofe who had

let the crown upon his head, were not better ufed ;

for he began with the governor of the caftle, who
had taken moil of his money, and ended with thofe

who had received the leaft. The people foon found
that he was entirely changed ; forinftead of being

humane, he was extremely cruel ; inftead of his

former liberality, he difplayed an extreme avarice,

and that meeknefs and aiFability, for which he

was before difnnguiflied, was changed into an auf-

tere and inexorable temper. In fliort, he has flied

more blood than his grandfather did in his whole
reign. He has in a manner depopulated the whole

territory of Achen, and drained not only the

natives, but the foreigners who relide there, of

all their money. It is true, he has endeavoured to

repeople the city from his conquefts, or more
properly ravages ; for having ruined the kingdoms
ofjor, Dehly, Pahan, Qiieda and Pera, be trail f-

ported from thence to Achen, about 22,000 perfons;

but as he did not allow them a grain of rice for

their fupport, they died of hunger in the ftreets,

fo that at prefent there are fcarce i5coofthcni
left.
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He has 3000 women whom he keeps partly for

a guard and partly for other ufes. They feldom

leave the caftle ; they have a market of their own,

and traffick with each other for Iiich things as are

their own manufacture. They are ranged under
feverai captains ; have their civil judges and liight

officers as well as the city ; but none are allowed

to enter their apartments, except the king's eu-

nuch's, who are laid to be about live ii unci red in

number. The king has alfo many wives and
concubines, and twenty of his wives are the lawful

daughters of the kings he has pillaged ; the laft

wife he obtained by this means v/as the queen of

Pera, who is fa id to be very handfome ; but from
her he has contracted a difeafe, that is likely to

carry him off, unlefs the vigour of his conflitution,

for he is now in his prime, be able to overcome it.

By all thefe wives he has only one fon, who i",

eighteen years of age. Some time ago his father

gave him the kingdom of Pedir ; but he beliaved

with fuch cruelty and licentioufnefs that the king-

called him home, and had him tormented with

great feverity : Since which time he is always con-

fined in the caftle, except when he goes to the

mofque, and then he has a pompous retinue.

The king places his greateil ftrength in his

elephants, which amount to 900 ; they are bred

to tread fire under their feet, to be unmoved at the

firing of the artillery, and to falute his majefty

when they pafs by his apartments, by bending
their knees and railing their trunks three times.

There never was a prince in Achen who had inch

dexterity in managing thefe animals; for he will

ftand upright upon their backs while they run full

Ipeed. For my part, 1 had rather walk ten Itages

on foot, than ride four leagues upon an elephant.

The king has alio about 200 horfes, all of whicfi,

as well as the ele|)hanL3j have rich and magnitipent

trappings.
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The king of Achen is ftronger by fea than any of

his neighbours : Foi he has about loo large gal-

leys, a third part of which are much bigger than

thofe of Europe , I law the keel of an ordinary one
that was all of one piece, ana izo feet long. They
are handfomeiy built, but are broader and higher

than they ought to be. The rigging is too weak
for their buik, and their oars are too ihort, they

being only poles with a pie ;e of wood fixed at one

end of them: They commonly mount three large

pieces of cannon, fome oi" vvhcli will carry a ball of

forty pounds. They have befides feveral falconets

planted before and abaft. The largeft galleys

commonly carry fix or e'ght hundred men. Thefe
galleys are divided among the principal orankays,

who are obliged to fit them out for fea, to take care

of them when they return, and to repair them at

their own expence.

The king's wars are not very chargeable to him,
for at his command all his fLsbjfcfts march at their

own expence, and carry provilions with them for

three months. The king g'ves them arms, a re-

gifter of which is kept, and they are obliged to re-

ftore them at their return. Thcir wives, children,

and parents, if the}' have any, are anfwerable for

their behaviour, for if they give way before the

enemy, not only they themfelves, but their inno-

cent relations pay for it. By this means the king
has brought them to be good foldiers, and the ter-

ror of their neighbours. If they continue above
three months in the fiieid, he is at the expence of

rice for their fupport.

From the above account it is plain, that the

king cannot fail of being rich, for in war he is only

at the expence of arms, powder, lead, and rice,

"which is very inconficierable, and in peace he

fpends yet lefs ; for as to the maintenance of his

f^?mily, he has more fielh, fowl, filh, rice, oil,

iugarj and herbs, paid him by his fubjecls thar>
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fire confumed in the caftle, and the furplus is fold

in the market for his advantage. Befides, he allows

his fervants nothing but rice, and if they eat any-

thing elfe, they muil purchafe it by their own
labour and induftry. He parcels out large here-

ditary ertates among his fubje6ls, whom he obliges

to furnilli him with a certain quantity of rice every

year, whether the crop be good or bad, and cal-

culates the produce of his land with fuch exa6tnefs,

that the farmers muft not be idle if they maintain,

themfelves and pay him, who never bates them a

iingle grain. The rice he puts into his magazines,

and keeps it till the latter end of autumn, when it

fetches a double price ; but if it is a plentiful year

at Achen, he fends it to fome neighbouring coun-
try where it is fcarce.

He has great herds of cattle kept by his Haves ;

but his elephants coft him nothing, for he gives

them only the trunks of banana trees, which being
Cut down, a fprout fprings up the next year, that

bears fruit. His fighting cocks cofls him nothing,

for the orankays take more care of them than of
their own children. He is at no expence for his

own nor his women's clothes, for on one certain

day of the year, all that have any office or place

at Achen, are obliged to make him a prefent of

one or more garments, according to the income of
their places, or elfe of ftuifs for clothing the wo-
men, when every one ftrives to out do each other
in the magnificence of his prefent ; for if the king
does not like the garment or ftuffs, he returns them
back, and the officer that grave them is fure to be
turned out of his pofl, unlefs he quickly accomo-
dates the matter by means of a large fum of money,
or if he is a rich man, he will be charged with
fome mal-adminiftration in his office, and perhaps
put to death.

He caufes many houfes to be built of rough
ftonc, which in that country are thought inimitable.
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though they fall infinitely fhort of what we have
ill Europe, and thofe hoiifes being built by his

Haves coft him little. Thefe Haves work four days
in eight for their own fupport ; for the king pays

nothing for their maintenance. They are moftly

employed in cutting wood, making of mortar,

labouring in the quarries, and in building. There
are three or four overfeers of their work who are

maintained by thefiavcs, for thofe who underftand
any trade are excufed from working for the king ;

but they pay a duty of about five pence a day.

The king is heir to all his fubje61:s, who die

without male ilTue, and if they leave any daugh-
ters unmarried, he puts them intqthe caftie, which
occafions his women being fo numerous. He alfo

has the eftates of thofe whom he every day puts to

death ; and to prevent their alienating their eftates

or goods, he takes them by furprize, and has their

wives, children. Haves, cattle, money, and all

their moveables lodged in the caflle, before they
know their fentence. He is alfo heir to all foreigners

that die within his territories ; for as foon as a

foreigner fickens, the king's officers take pofiTef-

lion of his houfe, and upon his death remove his

efFe6ls to the caftle, and very often his fervants,

friends, and ilaves, are put upon the rack to dif-

cover where his gold, filver, and jewels are depofit-

ed. But the Englifii and Dutch having faflories

here, are exempted from this law, as we were while
we itaid here.

On the firft of February, we weighed anchor,
in order to return home, having now feventy-five

men on board, all in good health, and provilions

for nine months. On the 22d of June, we came
to an anchor at St. Flelena, where many of our
men being fick, we fent them on Ihore. This
is a very convenient place of refrefhment, on ac-

count of the temperature of the air; the facility

of coming at good water; the plenty of young
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kids and hogs; the conveniency of fifliing in the

road and upon the fliore ; the abundance of oranges

and citrons, and the feveral herbs that are ex-

cellent remedies againft the fcurvy.

On the i6th of July, we pwceived the ifland

of Afcenfion in 8". fouth latitude, at about twelve

leagues diftance. It is ver}' high, and being no-

thing but a hard rock, has neither wood, frefli

water, nor any herbs upon it, yet it affords Ibme
hogs, and many fowls, and in the road there

are turtles, and abundance of fifh. After we
had crofiTed the equino6lial, we had fuch calms
and drizzling rains, that moft of the men were
feized with dropfies and tumours that proved very
fatal.

On the 5th of Auguft, when thefe calms and
rains ftill continued, there fuddenly came a whirl-

wind that lafted for two minutes, tore all our
fails, and carried the main-top-fail quite off. The
next day we faw fome fwaliows and butterflies,

which let us know that we were near land. On
the 13th, we faw an ifland to the north in 16''.

latitude, which we knew to be St. Nicholas, one
of the Cape de Verd iflands. On the i6th, we
made the ifland of St. Vincent, caft anchor in

five fathom water, and the next day fent our lick

men, who were very numerous, on Ihore where
they recovered apace.

The ufual anchorage of this ifland lies in 17°.

20'. north latitude. It affords at this feafon of

the year great plenty of large turtle, and here
we met with an herb which in fome meafure re-

fembles fpinage, but is infinitely better: we ufed-

it both in fallad and foup; and this, as well as

the flefli of the turtle, cured our men of dropfies

in eight days. It is alfo well Itocked with young
kids, which are difficult to be caught without
dogs. To the eaftward, under a high m©yntain,
there are vafl: quantities of purflain ; but we fiiw

VOL. ill. 3 F
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no fruit except wild figs, which are fpoilt by the

worms. The iOand is alfo furniflied v/ith a con-
fiderabie quantity of wild pines, which is the

only wood it produces. The water of the ifland

is generally brackifii ; but upon the fouth-weft

part of the bay, near the place of anchorage,,

there is a fmali fpring, which if cleanfed and dug
deep, would aflord pretty good water. There
is very good hfliing along the rocks, and efpccially

at a imall rock at the entrance of the bay, where,

in two hours time, feven or eight men may catch

fiih enough to furniih a meal for 200. In fiiiort,

it is not inferior to St. Helena, as a place of

refrefliment, excepting only that its water is not

fo very good. Flowever, it is all over accefTable,

and furniflied with pleafant walks. The ifiand

is about nine leagues in circumference, and has

feveral fine bays ; but that towards the ifland of St.

Anthony, is the befl: road for ftiips that can be

imagined : for we rode in five fathoms water, and

an excellent fandy ground ; but though we tra-

velled over moft part of the ifland, we favv neither

men nor horfes.

We left St. Vincent on the 15th of September,

after which, we had feveral violent florms. On
the 12th of 0(5iobcr, we defcried the Azores ; but

it was the 17th before we could weather them. On
the 19th we had a violent florm from the north-

weft, that broke our mizen-maft, and obliged

lis to bring our main-top-mafl; upon the deck ; and

on the.thirdof November, we perceived the Lizard

point in England, and on the firft of December,

arrived fafe at Havre de Grace, after a voyage of

thirty-eight months.



THE

VOYAGE
OF

SIR HENRY MIDDLETON,

TO THE EAST-INDIES.

Giving an account of the various difficulties and hardfliips the

fquadron endured, which finally ended with the death of Sir

Henry in the Eaft-Indies, and the return of only one of the

fquadron to England.

JL HE following curious and entertaining

voyage was the fixth performed by order of the

Ea ft India company, in which were three iliips

employed, the Trade's Increafe of looo tons, com-
manded by Sir Henry Middleton, general ; the

Peppercorn of 250 tons, and the Darling of 90
tons, together with the Samuel, a bark of 180 tons,

which attended as a vi6lualler.

This fleet failed in April, 16 ro, and on the loth

of May anchored in the road of Cape Verd, where
they refitted their lliips, took in frelh water, and
diimiiFed the Samuel. On the 24th of July, they

entered the road of Saldanna, Sir Henry went on
ftiore, and two days after tents were ereded for the

lick.

Saldanna is a bay about fourteen leagues to the

north-north-eaft of the Cape of Good Hope, yield-

ing abundance of fiicep and horned cattle, which
formerly fold for trifles, as an ox for a piece of an
"iron hoop of fourteen inches long, and a llicep in
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proportion ; but they now found matters quite

otherwife, yet for want of underftanding the lan-

guage of the inhabitants, they could not tell what
to impute this alteration to. However, though
the natives came down every day to their tents in

fair weather, they could not, either by bribes or

other means, procure any more for the relief of
their lick men, than four cows and fevcn Iheep,

and thefe cows were fo old and lean, that the fleih

was good for little, nor would they take iron for

them ; but infilled on having for each a thin piece

of copper fix inches fquare, and for a llieep a piece

of three inches fquare cut out of a kettle. Of this

they made rings, fix or eight of which they wore
together on their wrifts, and being bright and
fmooth, were efteemed great ornaments.

The Ihips having taken in water, and relieved

their weak and fick men, with fuch refrelhments as

they could procure, fet fail on the 13th with the

wind at the fouth-fouth-eaft. On the 6th of Sep-,

tember they anchored in St. Auguftine's Bay, in

the illand of Madagafcar, where they continued

three days. In this place they met with trees full

of a fat yellow fap, to which fire being fet, it ran

blazing up, and catched the leaves and branches.

As the natives, for fome reafon or other, forebore

to come near them, they were unable to get any
live cattle. They therefore weighed anchor, and
on the 17th defcried two illands, which from their

likenefs are called the Duas Hermanas, or the Two
Sifters.

On the 25th they anchored at the illand of Soco-

tora, about a mile from fhore, oppofite to the town

of Tamarin, which is fituated at the foot of high

ragged hills, when the Trade's Increafe fired live

pieces of ordnance, the Peppercorn three, and the

Darling one. Sir Henry then fent Mr. Femel on

ihore, handfomely attended^ in the pinnace, co-

vered with a crimfon tilt. This gentleman was
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intrufted with a prefent for the king, con filling of

a filver ten ounce cup gilt, a fword blade, and a

cloth veil. The king received them by the water-

fide, in a tent of an orange tawny colour, where

he fat, attended by his principal fubje(^s, and by
a guard with fmall arms. He thankfully received

Sir Henry's prefent, faid that he was welcome, and
exprefled adefireto fee him on land, promifing him
water free, and what elfe could be fpared from the

ifland, confidering the drought, it not having

rained there for two years before ; and having

talked together for above an hour, his majefty fent

a prefent of twelve goats to Sir Henry.
The next day. Sir Henry landing with the chief

merchant, and a guard of armed men, was con-

duced to the king's palace, where his majefty met
him at hischamber door. Being entered and feated

in a chair, there palled many compliments, after

which Sir Henry made fome enquiries relating to

the trade of the Red Sea. The king commended
it highly, faying the people of Aden and Mocha
were good people, and would be glad to trade with

him. Sir Henry then defired to fet up his pinnace,

which the king refufed to allow him to do in that

road ; for he was apprehenfive, that if they ftaid to

fet her up in Tamarin, the merchants of other na-

tions would be afraid to come thither.

The chief merchandize of this illand, is foco-

trine aloes, which is made of an herb refembling

Temper vive, or houfeleak ; but they do not make
above a ton a year. It alfo produces a fmall quan-
tity of dragons blood, fome of which tiie factors

bought at twelve pence a pound. The people

make ufe of dates inftead of bread, and thefe the

king fold at five rials of eight the hundred weight.

Bulls and cows are fold at twelve rials of eight a
piece ; goats at one rial, flieep and fowls at half a

rial ; all of which are exceeding fmall, from the

barrennefs of the ifland.
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Having finiflied their bufinefs at Lhis ifland, they
fet fail on the 17th of O(^lobei% and in a few days
arrived at Aden, where they anchored in twenty
fathoms water before the town, which ftands in a
valley at the toot of a mountain, and makes a
handfome appearance ; it being encompaffed with
a ftone wall, and defended by forts and bulwarks.
Some time after a fmall boat came off from the

town with an Arab to view the fliips, but he could
not be perfuaded to come on board ; and the next
day, another boat came from the town with three

Arabs, who fasd they vv^ere fent by the lieutenant

governor, to know what nation they were off, and
their bufinefs there, adding that if they were
Englilhmen they were heartily welcome ; that the

year before Captain Sharpey had been there, and
from thence went to Mocha, where he fold all his

goods. Sir Henry then afted one of them the

name andchara6teroftheBaiia, when he anfwered-,

that his name was JafFer ; that his predecefTor was
very bad, this little better, and that all the Turks
in general were ftark naught, Thefe Arabs being
alked, if Mocha was a good place for trade ; they
anfwered, that there was one man in the town who
could buy all his merchandize. Upon this a pre-

fent was prepared, confifting of a mufket engraved
after the Turkifh falhion, and a fword blade,

which were carried by Mr. John Williams and Mr^
Walter, linguiils, with other fa6tors to accom-
pany them. The Turks, not permitting them to

enter the town, entertained them without the

gate near the water-fide, and with a fhew of kind-

nefs told them, they had much familiarity with
the Engliili at Stambol * and Aleppo ; but did

not mention a vvord of trade, though they dropped
fome hints, that they daily expeded the arrival of

30,000 foldiers. Thefe gentlemen eafily perceived

* Or Conllantinopie.
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that thofe fuggeftions proceeded from fear, and

therefore let them know that their commander
only defired that they would grant him, for his

money, a pilot to condu<5t his lliips to Mocha, to

which the principal perfon replied, that he was
only deputy to the emir, who was out of town,

but would return the next morning, and then
fent Sir Henry a prefent of two Barbary Iheep, and
fome plantains.

Early the next morning Sir Henry fent again

to defire a pilot from Mocha, when his meflengers

were carried to the emir's houfe, and entertained,

with fair words: Theemir infifted upon not grant-

ing them a pilot, unlefs three of the chief mer-
chants were left as hoftages ; but hearing that the

lliips were under fail, he fent to defire Sir Henry
to leave one fhip at leaft behind, and to demand
the price of feveral commodities; but before the

melfenger could reach Sir Henry with this requeft,

the Englifh fliips had turned the point, and not
being able to get back again, on account of the

current, call anchor at the mouth of a bay on the

fouth fide of. the town.
Sir Henry then perceiving feveral people filliing

in the bay, and many perfons of faihion on the

hill, went towards the (hore in his pinnace, to

enquire when the current would change. At this

the deputy-governor appeared angry, pretending
that this was defigned only todifcover his ftrength,

fo that Mr. Williams, one of the linguiftswho was
Hill on fliore, was apprehenfive they would have
detained him. However, the emir, who was lately

come to town, appeared lefs rigorous, fpoke mild-

ly, and granted a pilot for Mocha, defiring that

one of the fliips might Itay to purchafe the com-
modities of the country ,^ obferving, that the town
had loft its trade, by the ill i.fuage ftrangers

formerly met with from the governors, which he
endeavoured to reftore, and propofed to make a
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beginning with them ; adding, that in cafe all

the ihips fhould depart without trading at the
town, he fliould be blamed by the bafla, his

fiiperior, who would impute it to his ill ufuage of
them.

Sir Henry was willing to comply with this

requell, and the next morning fent Mr. "Williams

again to the governor for the pilot he had pro-
mifed the night before ; but he was anfwered, that

the pilot's wife would not let him go, unlefs four

of the principal men in the fhips were left as
hoftages for his return. Sir Henry, though highly
difpleafed with this inconfiftent conduft, refolved,

according to his promife, to leave the Peppercorn,
but though the captain had before been allowed to

land above one fourth part of the goods at a time,

he was now directed to carry none at all on Ihore,

for lince the natives would not truft them with fo

mean a perfon as a pilot, but on fuch difgraceful

terms, it was refolved not to truft them with their

goods, but in cafe any of them were really wanted,
they lliouJd buy and pay for them on board ; but
if their merchants were afraid of venturing, they
ihould exchange holiages of equal number and
quality, and if they did not like this, the Ihip

ihould immediately follow the reft to Mocha.
At noon the Trade's Increafe and the Darling

departed, and the next day the Peppercorn endea-

voured to get in, warping againft the wind and
current. The emir of Aden now fent the boat
and melTenger on board, lignifying his delire to

fpeak to the merchants, to know whether they

intended to trade with the town or not. Upon
which Mr. Fowler, Mr. Williams, and the purfer,

landed, and informed the emir in what manner
they were to trade, which he not liking, and
being afraid that the (hip would depart as foon aft

they returned on board, thought proper to detain

them, and fliutting them up inprifon, pretended
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that he Hopped them for anchorage and other

duties, amounting to 1500 ventianoes* of gold at

one rial and a half each.

Before this town the captain remained till the

i6th of December^ in continual fear of the ftorms

which are very common during this monfoon, and
while he lay there he commonly fent his pinnace

every two or three days on (hore, with one or two
men befides the cockfwain's gang, to know how
the faftors did. Thefe were always received very

courteoully; the foldiers particularly frequented

their company, treated them with drink, and if

any Jew or Banian, charged too much in the price

of any thing, they were very ready to do them
juftice. When any number of foldiers or others

came into the town, they were told that thefe were
merchants who came to lee if they had landed any
of their goods. The factors alfo were for the molt
part kindly ufed, and many of the inhabitants

went to fee them ; but thefe were only fuch as the

governor appointed to carry on his intrigue, and
he at the fame time took care not to permit even an
Arab fiflierman to go on board, left he Ihould give

the captain a true account of his defigns.

Captain Dounton was informed by thofe he fent

in the pinnace, that the city had been formerly
great and populous, but that all the houfes in every
part of the town were gone to ruin : that there were
no lliops with goods of any value, nor any who de-

ferved the name of merchants ; and that money
was lb fcarce among them, that whenever the Eng-
lifh offered a piece of eight to be exchanged for

afpers, they handed it about from one to the other,

and gazed at it, as if it were a ftrange and uncom-
mon fight. The governor, however, made ufe of
all his art to engage them to land their goods ; for

as the time of his government was almoft expired,

* That is about i dal.^50 cents, each venetiano.

VOL III. Z ^
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he longed to appropriate them to his own ufe ; but
Capt. Dounton law through his defigns, and be-

haved with great precaution.

On the ill cf December, the governor riding

out of town, the three Englilh gentlemen in prifoii

were ufed with greater feverity than before, and
were obliged to pay as much for having proviiions

brought then) as they coil. They were then told

that the emir was gone, and that a new one was

to come in his ftead ; but three days after he re-

turned, and about midnight went to the prifon,

ti'eated them kindly, and had a fupper provided ior

them at his own expence; when he promifed that

as foon as the trade begun, they fhould be fet at

liberty, without paying the 1500 venetianoes, for-

merly demanded. That the cuitom fliould be no
more than five in the hundred, and ready gold

paid down for the goods that were bought.

Some time after the boatfwain informed the cap-

tain, that he was in great want of fmall cordage,

and defired that he and others might go on fhore,

to make forne on the flrand by the town-wall.

Capt. Dounton upon this, immediately fent to de-

fire the governor's permiilion, which was readily

granted, and the men allowed the moft convenient

place they could find, with a houfe at night to lay

up their tools in. This was what the governor

wanted ; for the men were no fooner on fhore, than

he employed fmiths to make fnackles for them,

and though fome of them were informed of it by
figns, they took it only for a jeft. However, a few

days after they were all bound, fhackled, and pi-

nioned ; fome of them put in the flocks, and all of

them tortured and ft ripped. The pinnace was loft ;

its gang being among the rope-makers, they were

all taken, and twenty perfons in all deprived of

their liberty, among whom were feveral officers,

and two merchants, who had no bufinefson fliore.

Some days after Capt. Dounton finding they did
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not return, fet fail for Mocha through the ftreights

of Babehiiandel, the entrance of the Red-Sea.

To return to Sir Henry, who on his leaving

Aden proceeded to the weltward, and on the 14th

of November in the morning, law the headland
going into the Red-Sea rifmg like an illand thirty

leagues from Aden. Having palFed the ftreights

of Babelmandel, Sir Henry fent his pinnace for

a pilot to a village in a Ikndy bay, which returned

v^ith two Arabs, and about four o'clock they de-
Icned the town of Mocha ; but endeavouring to

get in, the wind being high, they fplit their

main-top. fail, and hoifting their raizen, it alfo

fplit ; but what was ftill worfe, the pretended
pilots brought the Trade's Increafe aground upon
a bank of fand, and as the wind blew hard, and
the fea ran pretty high, they were all in fear of

her being loft.

That night a boat came on board from the

town, with a very handfome Turk, fent by the

governor, to know what they were, and their

bufinefs. Sir Henry told him they were Englifh

merchants who came to trade; to which he re-

plied, that if they were EnglilTimen, they were
heartily welcome. He then hafted back to inform
the aga who they were, promifmg to return the

next morning with boats to lighten the ftiip,

which had run aground. He was called lord of

the fea, his office being to fearch ftiips, to prevent
frauds in the cuftoms, and to fee that lighters are

fent on board to unlade them. On the 14th, he
returned early in the morning, with three or four

other Turks, two of whom fpoke Italian, bring-

ing Sir Henry a fmall prefent from the aga, with

compliments of welcome, and offers of any thing

the country afforded ; faying, he (liould have as

free a trade as at Conftantinople, Aleppo, or any
part of the Turkilh dominions. There came witl>

him four or five lighters, in which the Englil?i
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put every thing that firft came to hand to lighten

the ihip, and Mr. Femel fpeedily carried every

thing he had on Ihore, before Sir Henry knew
any thing of itj leaving nothing of his own in

the fhip that he thought worth regarding. How-
ever, all the money, elephants teeth, and fliot,

<vere fent on board the Darling.

The next day Sir Henry had a letter from Mr.
Femel, to inform him that he was kindly received

by the aga, with whom he had agreed to pay 5I.

the hundred cuftom for all they Ihould fell, and
that what could not be fold, ihould be returned

on board cuftom free. He alfo the fame day re-

ceived a very obliging letter from the aga, to affure

him, that whatever the country afforded was at

his fervice, and the fame day they happily got the

ihip afloat again.

On the 19th, two boats came from Mr. Femel
for iron, which Sir Henry fent, but wrote word
that he would fend no more goods till thofe already

landed were fold. Mr. Femel in anfwer wrote,

that if he intended to trade, he mull come on

iliore according to the cuftom of the place, other-

wife the people would not be perfuaded but that

they were pirates. The aga alfo fent the inter-

preter to tell him, that if he was a friend to the

grand Turk, and a merchant who expefted to

trade, he intreated him to land, alleging that

Capt. Sharpey, who had been there before, and all

the Indian captains conftantly did fo. Sir Henry
was prevailed upon by thefe arguments, and landed

the next day, when he was received at the water-

fide by feveral perfons of diftin<5lion, and being at-

tended by a band of mufic, was condu6ted to the

aga's houfe, where all the principal men were af-

fembled. He was there feated clofe to the aga,

while all the reft were ftanding, and was loaded

with compliments and welcomes. Sir Henry then

delivered the king's letter with a prefent to the
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balla, which he defired might be fent as foon as

pofiible. He alfo made the aga a prefent, which
he kindly received, aflliring him, that he Ihould

not have the leaft moleftation in his trade, and
that if any of the inhabitants behaved ill to him or
his people, he would fee them feverely punilhed.

Then faying it was cuftomary for the captains of all

(hips who came thereto trade, to receive the grand
feignior's veft^ as a teftimony of his bfcing under
his prote6lion, one of the principal perfons helped
him on with a veil of crimfon filk and filver ; and
on his taking leave, a very fine horfe richly capa-
rifoned was brought him, which having mounted,
he was condu6^ed with mufic before him to a houfe
appointed for his reception, where he dined, and
prepared foon after to go on board. However, the
aga being very importunate with him to refide on
Ihore, he confented, in order to fee his pinnace re-

built.

There pafTed not a day in which the aga did
not fend Sir Henry fome fmall prefent or other,

and on the 28th he fent twice to defire him to ht
cheerful, and to acquaint him, that as foon as
their time of fafting was over, he would have him
ride with him to his gardens, and other places of
pleafure. The fame afternoon Mr. Pemberton
going on fhore for cocoa nuts. Sir Henry made him
ftay to fupper, after which, the Turks would not
permit him to go on board, faying, it was too late

;

but in the morning he might go as early as he
pleafed. Sir Henry, fufpefted no harm, and fup-

pofing the officer had prefumed to adt thus without
orders, he intended to complain of him the next
day.

At fun-fet Sir Henry ordered ftools to be placed
at the door^ where he fat with Mr. Femel and Mr.
Pemberton to enjoy the frelh air. At about eight
o'clock, a janizary came from the aga to let him
know that he fent his fervice, and delired him to
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be merry. Juft at this inftant, the interpreter was-

interrupted by Sir Henry's man running to him
in a fright, and telling him, they were all betrayed;

for the Turks and his people were fighting at the

back of the houfe. They all inftantly arofe ; the

Englifli in the houfe ran out, and Sir Henry him-

felf running after the reft^ called after them to

return back, and fecure themfelves in the houfe,

but while he was fpeaking, he was knocked down
by one who came behind him, and remained as if

dead, till the extreme pain he felt in having his

hands violently tied behind him, brought him to

his fenfes.

As foon as he was perceived to ftir, he was lifted

lip, and two Turks led him between them to the

aga's, where he found feveral of his company in

the fame condition. By the way, the foldiers rob-

bed him of his money, and three gold rings, one

of which was his feal, and another had feven

diamonds of value. Thofe who had efcaped with

life, were now put in irons, and Sir Henry with

feven more were yoked together by the necks, in

one chain : fome of them were handcuifed, and
others had fetters. Two foldiers who were left

to guard them, having more humanity than the

reft, took compaffion on them, and made their

bands more eafy ; for moft of them had their hands

tied fo tight behind them, as filled them with in-

expreffible pain, the blood being ready to burft

out at the ends of their fingers. Sir Henry amazed

at this treatment, now inquired into the affair

;

and was informed, that the houfe had been fur-

rounded with armed foldiers, who, juft before he

was knocked down, bafeiy fell upon the Englifli,

who were unarmed and defencelefs, killed eight

of them, and wounded fourteen others.

The Turks having thus fecured their perfons,

villalnoufly attempted to feize the Ihips and goods.

At about ten o'clock 150 foldiers were fent in



THE EAST-INDIES. 4^
three large boats to take the Darlingj which rode

near the Ihore, and in order that they might pafs

for Chriftians, took off their turbans, and boarding

her all together, entered moft of their men, and.

did this fo fuddenly, that three of the Darling's

crew wereinftantly flain ; but by a happy miftake,

the commander of theie Turks giving fome orders

to the foldiers, which they mifunderftood, many
of them leaped into the boats, and cutting the

ropes drove away.

&y this time the Darling's men had got their

weapons, and the Turks Handing very thick in the
wafte, fliouting and claihing their fwords, one of
the company threw a large barrel of powder
amongft them, and after it a firebrand, which fett-

ing fire to it, many of them were much burned,
and the reft driven to the half-deck and the poop,
where they thought they fhould be more fafe.

There they flood the difcharge of the muiket-lhot,

and another barrel of gunpowder, which fo terrifi-

ed them, that f)me leaped into the fea, and others

hung by the fide of the fhip, imploring mercy ;

but the failors killed all they could find, and the

reft were drowned, only one man efcaped, who
hiding himfelf till their rage was over, was par-

doned.
The boats returning to the fhore, brought news

that the Ihip was taken, for which there were
great rejoicings ; and the governor having fent

off boats again to bring her up to the town, dif-

patched the interpreter to let Sir Henry know,,
that the fmall fhip was taken. But when the boats

came to the place where the Darling ufed to ride,

they found her ftanding off under fail, and there-

fore immediately returned and told the aga, that

the fhip had efcaped, and they believed the lord

of the fea, and his foldiers were all taken prifoners.

The aga being vexed and difappointed at this

tiews, fent for Sir Henry before it was day ; who
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was brought to him with his feven yoke fellows.

The villain, with a frowning look, now aiked him,
how he durll come into a port fo near the holy-

city of Mecca ? Sir Henry anfwered, that he knew
the caufe of his coming, and that he did not land
till after many earneft entreaties, and promifes of
kind ufuage. The aga inlifted that it was not law-
ful for any Chriftian to come fo near their holy
city, ofwhich this port was the door, and that the
balfa had ftri6f orders from the grand Turk, to make
ilaves of all the Chriftians who fliould enter thofe

feas, even though they had his own pafs. Sir

Henry replied, that the fault was his, for not
telling him fo at firft, and deluding him with fair

promifes.
^

To add to Sir Henry's diftrefs, the aga gave him
a letter from Capt. Dounton, to let him know of
the treatment his men had met with at Aden.
When he had read it, this cruel Turk aiked the
contents, which being told him, he rejoined, that

lince the writing of it the Ihip had left Aden, and
in her way to Mocha ftruck on a rock, and funk
with all the men and goods. The aga afterwards

ordered him to write on board, to know how many
Turks were in the fmall fhip, and Sir Henry ob-
je6ting that this would be needlefs, fince Ihe was in

his own poiTeffion, he had the pleafure to hear the

aga fay, that though flie had been in the poiTeffion

of the Turks, fhe had been refcued by the great

fhip. The aga then prelTed him to write to the

people on board the great fliip, to perfuade them
to deliver her up into his hands, upon which con-

dition he would let him have the fmall velTel to

carry him and his men home. But this Sir Henry
abfolutely fefufed, and though he threatened him
if he continued obftinate to take off his head, he
bravely continued inflexible. This unhappy com-
mander was then taken out 6f bis chain and collar,

ia, order to be feparated from the reft ; a great pair
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df fetters were clapped upon his legs, and mana-^

cles fattened upon his wrifts, and in this condition

he was lodged in a dirty dog- kennel, under a pair

of ftairs. However, at the intreaty of the conful

of the Banians, he was taken out at night, and
placed in a room with one of his failors. But he

had no other bed than the ground, and his only
pillow was a ftone. The room was alfo fo peftered

with rats, that if he chanced to fall afleep, he was
foon awaked by their running over him.

About midnight came the aga's lieutenant, with

a druggerman, or interpreter, and now intreated

Sir Henry in very Toothing terms, to write on
board, to know how many Turks were prilbners,

and what were their names ; but by no means to

mention what had happened to him and his men,
but to fay, that they were detained in the aga's

houfe till farther orders came from the bafTa, and
that they wanted for nothing. He accordingly
wrote to that purpofe, and at the fame time advifed

them to look well to their fhips, and not to fulFer

any of their men to venture on fhore. This letter

was afterwards fhewn to two or three of the other
prifoners, to fee whether Sir Henry had written

according to his inftru6lions. The purport of the

anfwer was, that all the Turks were llain or
drowned, except one common foldier, named
Rufwan, and that they were glad to hear their

commander was alive, for Rufwan had told them,
that he thought all the Englifli were llain.

In this mifery Sir Henry and the reft continued
till the 15th of December, without hearing from
the fliips. The aga came frequently to him, and
fometimes by threats, and at others by ^^ir means,
urged him to write for thofe on board ta.come on
lliore, and furrender up their Ihips, but he ftill

continued inflexible. ;..

Thofe on board fared but ill themfelves: for

though they were at liberty, they rode in a wide
VOL. III. 3 H
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open road, the wind continually blowing hard from
the fouthward : their water alfo began to fail ; for

they had ftaved fifty tons to lighten the Ihip at her
running a-ground : befides, their hearing nothing
from landj gave them great uneaiinefs and per-

plexity. At length an honeft fellow, named John
Chambers, offered to go on fliore to fee what was
become of the reft, chufmg rather to hazard his

liberty, and even his life, than to live with his

companions in fuch perplexity. He was fent with
a flag of truce, and fet upon a fmall ifland a little to

windward of the town, having an Indian with him
for his interpreter. They were brought before the
aga, who afked Chambers how he durft be fo bold
as to come on fliore without leave, to which he an-
fwered, that he was a meiTenger and came with a
flag of truce, which was permitted among enemies.

The aga allied what meflage he had to deliver. He
replied, a letter to Sir Henry, and that he fhould

be glad if he would give him leave to fee how his

countrymen did. The aga then alking him feveral

queftions, ordered him and the Indian to be con-
ducted to SirFIenry's dark cell, when he delivered

the letter, v.'ith tears in his eyes, at finding his

commander in fuch a difraal place, and loaded with

irons. Though Sir Henry could not believe that

they would allow him to return, he next day de-

livered him a letter, and contrary to his expe6ia-

tions, the Turks fuffered this brave fellow and the

Indian to return to the boat, with leave to come
again the day following, if they had occafion.

Chambers however returned alone, for the Indian

was fo frightened, that he durft not venture a fe-

cond time: Sir Henry's fervant fent feveral things

by him to his mafter, which the aga received, and
kept for his own ufe : thus honeft Chambers hav-

ing done all in his power, returned on board, and
left to their fate, the general and the Englilli on
fliore.
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Sir Henry and the other prifoners expelled

every hour to receive fentetice of death, flavery, or

perpetual irnprifonnient. But when they leait ex-

pe6ted it» they met with fome relief, for on the

1 8th of December an aga came from Zenan or

Sanaa, with orders to bring up the Englifh, and
the reft of the prifoners ; who being brought into

the room, Rejib Aga the governor of Mocha, allied

Sir Henry how he durft be fo bold as to come intd

that country, fo near their holy city, without a,

pafs from the grand fignior, to which he anfwered,

that the king his mailer was in league and amity
with the grand fignior, and that in the articles of

peace between them, free trade was allowed the

Englilh throughout his dominions, of which Mocha
being a part, they needed no pafs. The aga re-

plied, that it was the door of the holy city; and
therefore it was unlawful for any Chriftian to enter

it. He then afked, whether he did not know that

the grand fignior's fword wa^n long ? To which Sir

Henry boldly anfwered, that they were not taken
by the fword, but by treachery, and, that if he
and his people were on board, he fhould not care

for the length of his, or all their fwords.

Ifmael Aga, the meiFenger from the balTa, now
broke oif this difcourfe, by telling Sir Henry,
that he was come from the baila with an exprefs

order to conduct him and all his people to Zenan,
advifing him to fend on board for warm clothes,

fince he would find it very cold on the mountains.

Sir Henry then intreated, that his poor men might
be fuffered to go on board, and that only himfelf

and a few others might be fent ; but Ifmael faid,

it was out of his power to grant this requeft, the

balTa having given order that all Ihould attend

him. However, Rejib Agajaid, he fhould in part

have hisdefire ; for the reft fliould remain where
they were, till farther orders.
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On the 2oth Captain Dounton in the Pepper-
corn came into the road from Aden, and the next
day fent a letter by honeft Chambers, to acquaint

Sir Henry with the misfortunes that had happened
at Aden j and in return the latter gave him a

briefaccount of his own ; advifed him by all means
to return to Aden, till he heard what was become
of him ; adding, that he had fent the Darling
towards Aden, to give him, notice of his being

Ibetrayed, and prevent his coming to Mocha, and
that he and fix more were the next day to fet out
towards Zen an.

On the 2 2d of December, the irons were knock-
ed off the legs of all the Engliih, except fome
who were fick, and the carpenters and fmithswho
Haid to rebuild the pinnace, and Sir Henry with

thirty-four perfons more fet out for Zenan, the

refidence of the bafTa : the whole company being

mounted upon afiTes, except Sir Henry and Mr.
Femel, who were allowed to ride on horfeback

;

but about ten at night, when they were near
twelve miles from Mocha, Mr. Pemberton flipped

away from them, and though the company mifled

him, they took no notice of it. About one in.

the morning they arrived at a town called Mocofli,

when they were counted over without his being
jiiilTed by their guard.

Mr. Pemberton was moved to this defperate

attempt, by feeing fuch a number of them carried

up together, manacled and condu6ted by a cap-

tain and a guard of foldiers, whence he concluded
that nothing elfe could enfue but death or cap-

tivity, and this, indeed, was the opinion of them
all. Sir Henry however met with feveral friends :

one Hamed Aga fent feveral prefents, advifed him
not to be dejected, becaufe his caufe was good ;

he aifo gave him and his people bread for their

journey, and letters to the kiahya. The conful

pf the Banians vilited Sir Henry every day, and
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never came empty handed : one Tookebar was

alfo their great friend all the time they were pri-

foners, and never failed to fend each man, though
they were fifty-one in number^ two cakes of white

bread, and a quantity of dates or plantains,

every day. This worthy perfon fet out from
Mocha for Zenan two days before them, promif-

ing at his departure to do them all the fervice

in his power, which he afterwards aftually per-

formed.

On Chriftmas-day they arrived at Tayez, which
is four days journey from Mocha, and marched
into that city two and two in rank, as captives

taken in war do into Conilantinople. The aga
rode in triumph, as a great conqueror, being

met a mile out of the town by the chief men of

the city on horfeback, and the road for that fpace

was lined with multitudes, of people, who ftood

gazing at them, and in this manner they entered

all the cities and towns through which they pafTed;

and though it was very cold all the way from
thence to Zenan, they were obliged to lie upon
the bare ground. Mod of the men being thinly

clothed. Sir Henry brought them fur gowns, to

prevent their perifliing with the feverity of the

weather • for every morning the ground was co-

vered with hoar froft.

They were fifteen days on the road, and on the

5th of January, 161 1, two hours before it was
light, came within two miles of Zenan, where
they lay upon the ground till after the fun arofe,

by which they were fo benumbed with coid, that

when they got up they were fcarcely able to Hand.
When they were within about a mile of the city,

they were met by the fubadia or fiieriflP, with at leaft

200 men with fire arms, drums, and trumpets.
.The foldiers led the way, and the Englifli were
obliged to follow one by one, at fome dillancefrom

each other, to make the better flievv ; and their
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gowns being taken from them, they were forced

to march on foot in their thin and ragged clothes.

The fliip trumpters were placed next^ and ordered

by the aga to found, but Sir Henry who followed

them, with Mr. Femelon horfeback^ forbad them.
The aga brought up the rear, riding in triumph
with a fpare horfe, richly caparifoned, led before

him.
In this order they marched through the midft

of the city to the caftle, the ftreets being all the

way fo crouded, that they could fcarcely pafs.

At the firft gate there was a large guard of foldiers *

the fecond gate had before it two great pieces of

ordnance, ready mounted, and having pafJed it,

they came into a fpacious court, twice the length
of the Royal-exchange in London. The foldiers at

the gate difcharged their pieces, and then placed

themielves on each lide the way, among many
others who were there when they came. As foon

as Sir Henry entered the court, he alighted, and
was placed on one fide with his men, where they

had net been long, before he and Mr, Femel were
brought before the bafla. This was the divan or

council day ; at the farther end of the area they

went up a pair of ftairs, and at the top, two per-

fons of diftinction came and took Sir Henry by the

wriils, and holding him very hard, led him to the

baiFa, who fat alone at the upper end of a long
fpacious gallery, covered over with Turky carpets;

many great men ftanding on each fide, while others

ftood in two ranks from the lower part of the

gallery, to the upper end.

Sir Henry being come within two yards of the

bafTa was ftopped, and the latter with a frowning
and angry countenance, immediately demanded to

what country he belonged, and what brought him
into thofe parts. Sir Henry anfwered, that he was

an Engliili merchant, and being a friend to the

grand iignior, came to trade there. The balla re-
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plied, that it was not lawful for any Chriftian to

fet his foot in that country, and that he had or-

dered Capt. Sharpey to caution thofe of his nation

againft coming thither. Sir Henry returned, that

Capt. Sharpey was call away upon the coaft of

India, and that had they known as much, they

lliould never have run themfelvcs into their prefent

trouble. That Rejib Aga was the man who had
abufed him, by telling him, thofe of his nation

were welcome in that country, and fliould have as

free a trade as in any part of Turky, and that

though he had made him many other fair promifes,

yet contrary to his word, he had affaulted them
with armed foldiers, murdered feveral of his men,
and taken himfelf and the reft prifoners. The
balfa anfwered, that as Rejib Aga was his Have, he

had no power to make full promifes without his

leave, that what he and his people had fuifered was
by his order, agreeable to one he had received

from the grand lignior, commanding him to chaftife

all the Chriftians who fliould come into thofe parts.

Sir Henry obferved, that they had been great fuf-

ferers, and that if he was pleafed to let them return

to their fliips, it would be a fufficient warning to

his nation againft venturing thither for the future.

The baiTa, however, refuled to let him depart;
but faid that he fliould ftay there and write to the
Englifli ambaiHidor at Conftantinople, and that he
himfelf would write to the grand lignior to know
his pleafure, and whether he would permit them
to trade there or not.

He then difmilTed Sir Henry, bidding him go
to the lodging prepared for him, and take four or
five of his people along with him, which being
done, they were conveyed to the keeper of the pri-

foner's houfe, and the reft to the common jail,

where they were loaded with heavy irons.

It is remarkable, that when they were firft

brought before the baffa, one of the boys thinking.
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Sir Henry was led in this manner to have his head
Uruck off, and that it would foon be his own turn,

fell into a Avoon with the fright, and immediately
failing lick, died ibon after.

On the 1 6th of January, the bafifa's kiahya or

lieutenant of the kingdom, to whom he had been
recommended by fhe Banian of Mocha, fent for

Sir Henry to break fail: with him, which being

over, the latter gave him a particular account
of the vile and treacherous manner in which he
had been ufed by Rejib Aga, when the kiahya

comforted him with faying, that he did not doubt
but all would be well in a little time, and that

his beft endeavours to ferve him Ihould not be

wanting.
On the 7th, the kiahya fent for him to his gar-

den, where he gave an entertainment to him and
Mr. Femel, and told him that he and his people

iliould foon be fet at liberty, and fent to Mocha,
where he Ihould have all his wrongs redrelled. He
alfo promifed to be his friend, and before many
great perfonages, both Turks and Arabs, declared

that his kindnefs was purely for God's fake. The
lame day there came to town a Moor of Cairo,

who was an old acquaintance of the baffa's, and

had lent him large fums of money at his coming
from Conftantinople, when he was but poor. This
man Vv'as the next neighbour to the Englifh at

Mocha, when they were betrayed, and had a lliip

in the road bound for India, which he much feared

they would have taken, in revenge for the wrongs
they had fiiffered ; but contrary to his expeciations

they let her quietly depart, and out of gratitude

he became their friend. He wrote a letter in their

behalf to the balfa, in which he blamed him greatly

for treating them with fuch feverity ; faying, that

by fuch meafures he went the way to deftroy the

trade of the country, and at his vifit to the baffa,

he enlarged upon what he hard wrlttenj and ad-
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vifed him to return the Englilh all their goods,

and to fend them away contented. None in the

country durft fpeak fo boldly to the bafTa as he,

and Sir Henry foon found that his letter and
condu(5l had a very great efFe6l. For it afterwards

appeared, that the bafTa had intended to put to

death all who came to Zenan, and to make Haves

of the reft.

On the 8th, Sir Henry fent a petition to the

bafTa to let him know, that at his leaving Mocha,
he had ordered the commanders of his Ihips to

forbear hoftilities for twenty-five days, and after-

wards to ufe Iheir own difcretion, if they did not

hear from him in that time; and as it was ajmoft

expired, he defired that the bafTa would either

condefcend to determine his caufe fpecdily, or

afford him fome comfortable news to write to

them, to prevent the mifchiefs that might follow.

On the nth. Sir Henry was fent for by the

kiahya, who told him, that all things were now
ended, and that he fhould only ftay till the jeft

of his company came up from Aden, and then
fliould be fent back to Mocha. Thus on the 17th,

nineteen more of the company arriving from Aden,
they were brought before the bafTa, who afked

them the fame quellions he had put to Sir Henry,
and afterwards three of the officers were fent to

keep him company, and the reft condu6ted to thofe

in the common prifon, where they were alfo put
in irons, with an allowance from the bafTa of brown
bread and water ; but they would all have died

of cold and hunger, had it not been for the relief

they received from Sir Henry.
On the 25th the kiahya fent for Sir Henry, and

had fome hours difcourfe with him. He let him
know, that he would go with him to the garden
of the bafTa, where he Ihould have an- opportunity
of talking with him, and advifed him to iboth that

great man with fair words ; but not to mention his

VOL. in. 3 1
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reftoring his goods and the pinnace, till his return

to Mocha, when he would iblicit the bafHi on his

behalf, and did not doubt of obtaining it. Sir

Henry, however, thought it more proper to mal<:e

this demand at that time, than afterwards, and the

kiahya bid him ufe his own difcretion.

The chief caufe of the kiahya's being fo much
Ills friend, was Sir Henry's having promifed him
a fum of money ; but, though he would not make
the demand himfelf, he had appointed the conful

of the Banians to treat with him about it, and as

his demands were high, and Sir Henry was willing

to part with little, they fpent three or four days in

debating on this fubje6l ; but at lail he was obliged

to promife him after his releafe, to pay him 1500
venetianoes.

This agreement being concluded, the kiahya
took horfe, and riding to the balTa's garden, or-

dered the druggerman to bring Sir Henry and
Mr. Femel thither, where they llaid at leaft an
hour at the garden door before they were admitted
to the balfa's prefence. They found him in a fum-
mer-houfe, feated in a chair with the kiahya ftand-

i,ng at his right hand, and half a dozen others at

the back of the chair. Sir Henry was led by two
men, who held him by the cloak till he came
within two paces of the bafTa, Mr. Feme! walking
behind him without his leaders. The balfa then
afked Sir Henry how he did, and bid him be of

good cheer, for he and all his people fliould have
their liberty, and be fent to Mocha, to remain
there, with twenty nine more, while the reft fliould

be fent on board till all the fliips from India were
come into the port, and the wind fettled wefterly.

After which they alfo fliould be allowed to return

on board, and proceed on their voyage to India.

Sir Henry intreated him not to detain fo many
of them. To which he anfwered, Ihave fpoken,

and thirty fliall.ftay. He then defired to know, if



THE EAST-INDIES. 435

their goods and pinnace fliould be reftored. The
baira replied, no: for they were all put to the

grand fignior's account. Sir Henry told him le-

veral materials belonging to the Ihips were at

Mocha, and defired they might be relloied, and he

promifed they fliould. The hiiiTu then began to

praife the mildnefs of his own temper, and took

pains to make him fenfible of his good fortune In

falling into his hands ; obferving, that had it been

in the time of any of his predecelFors, they would
all have been put to death for their prefamption in

coming fo near the holy city ; and added, that

what had happened, was by exprefs order from
the grand fignior.

On the lit of February the kiahya fent for Sir

Henry and Mr. Femel, advifmg them to v/ait on
the balTa, with the compliment of, God give him
joy of his late received dignity ; for the grand

fignior had made him a vizir, and fent him a fsN^ord

and rich robes, as the marks of his inveftiture.

Thefe prefents had been received two days before

with great folemnity. The party who brought

them being met by the baffa and the chief perlbns

of the city, with a body of horfe and foot, fix miles

without the town ; where a tent being fet up, the

balTa put off the robes he had on before, veftcd

himfelf in thofe fent him by his mailer, and now
returned in great pomp, riding through the city to

his own houfe. Sir Henry and his company had
a place appointed them, where they faw him make
his entry, from whence they were conduced by
their druggerman to the vizir's palace, and did not

wait long before they were admitted to his pre-

fence ; when Sir Henry told him that he only
came to congratulate him on his newly received

honour, and to pray God to give him joy of it.

The vizir thanked him, and bid him be merry, for

what he had promifed he would pun(5lually per-

form, and be even better than his word : and he
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took their vifit on this occafion fo kindly, that Sir

Henry and Mr. Femel were permitted to kils his

hand.
Mean while many of the Englifh falling lick

through grief, cold, bad air, diet, and lodging.

Sir Henry never ceafed foliciting the kiahya, till he

had procured their difcharge out of their loathfome

prifon ; fo that on the nth they were all fet free,

and were allowed a houfe in the town, with liberty

to walk abroad and take the air, and the next day
that officer fent him fix horned cattle for his men,
by which means they foon recovered their health

and ftrength.

Early on the 1 7th, the kiahya fent for Sir Henry,
Mr. Femel, and others, and told them, that the

next morning they Ihould depart for Mocha. After

they had breakfafted, he went with them to take

leave of the bafl'a, who again began to extol his

own clemency, and the power of the grand fig-

nior. At this Sir Henry intreated him to let Rejib

Aga know the conceffions he had made in his favour,

left he who was their mortal enemy, fhould con-

tinue to ufe them ill. But he anfwered with great

haughtinefs, " Is not my word alone fufficient to
*' turn a whole city upfide down ? If Rejib Aga
*' wrongs you, I will pull his fkin over his ears,
** and give you his head. Is he not my Have?"
This faid, he ordered the kiahya to write Sir

Henry's difpatches.

Sir Henry on his leaving the baffa, defired the

kiahya to permit him to buy a fword, that he
might not ride down as he came up, like a pri-

foner ; which being told to the balfa, he fent him
one of his own old fwords. That morning Sir

Henry gave the kiahya 100 pieces of gold of forty

madins each, though he had received fifty from
him not many days before.

Sir Henry having afterwards paid all the pri-

fon dues, went to the kiahay's garden, where he
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breakfafted, and received his difpatches, with a
letter to the governor of Aden, ordering him to

reftore the Peppercorn's boat; and a letter to

the governor of Tayez, commanding him to de-

liver a boy belonging to Mr. Pemberton, who had
been left there lick, and compelled to turn Ma-
hometan.
Zenan ig fomewhat bigger than Briflol. It is a

walled city, and has a fort and caftle on the eaft

fide, where the baffa refidcs. The houfes are of
fi:one. They have none but well-water, and as

they are obliged to fetch the wood from a con

-

derable diftance, it is very dear. The keeper of
the prifon's houfe where Sir Henry was confined,

was contiguous to the wall, at the foot of which
was a fpacious yard, wherein a great number of
people, for the moft part women and children,

were detained prifoners, or as hoftages to keep
their parents, hulbands, and relations from re-

bellion. The women and children live in fmall

cottages in the yard ; the latter moftly run about
naked, unlefs the weather is very cold, and then
they have (heep-fkin coats. They are rude and
wild, as if they were brought up in the mountains

;

but the boys no fooner grow tall, than they are
clapped in irons, and carried to a ftrong tower,
where they continue during the baiTa's pleafure.

Sir Henry, Mr. Femel, and Mr. Fowler^ fet

out from Zenan, mounted on horfes, and the reft

uponaffes Or camels, with two Chiaufes to condudl
them, one on horfeback, and the other on foot-

As they ftaid two days at Tayez, Sir Henry en-
deavoured, during that time, to recover' Mr.
Pemberton's youth ; and Walter Talbot, one of
the Engliih, being permitted to fee him in a cham-
ber, where he was with other lads, he cried, and
jQiid he was no Mahometan in his heart, and that
they had impofed upon him, by telling him that
Sir Henry and all the reft were pat to death at
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Zenan, and that if he would turn, they would
fave his lite ; but he refiifing to comply, fome of
the agaV fervants carried him to a hot bath, and
when they had him naked circumcifed him by
force. Sir Henry finding that his own application

to recover this injured youth was of no effeft,

delivered the kiahya's letter to the aga, who when
he had read it told him the purport, which was,

that in cafe he had not changed his religion, the

aga Ihould deliver him up: and added, that the

letter was a fufficient warrant for detaining him.
Sir Henry mipecl'ed the letter was to this effc(5l

when it was given him, which made him not
deliver it till he had tried what he could do with-

out it.

The governor of Eufras, who was a Turk, had
vifed Sir Henry and his people very kindly at their

going to Zenan, and now hearing that he was upon
his return, fent a perfon to a place fix miles from
the town, where two roads met, in order to bring
him thither, and there entertained him as gene-
roully as he had done before.

They were lixteen days on the road, which was
full of people, and when they were within a mile

of Mocha, were met by the carpenters, fmiths,

and the reft who had been detained there, whofe

irons had been taken oitthe day before, when they

were allowed the liberty of walking abroad, and
Sir Henry afking what was become of Mr. Pem-
berton, he had the pleafure of hearing that he

had met with a canoe and got on board. All the

way through the town to the aga's houfe tlie

people Hood very thick, and as the Englilh palfed,

welcomed them back ; for the Arabs were much
difpleafed at their being treated fo treacheroufly

by the Turks.
Sir Henry MiddJeton, Mr. Femel, and Mr.

Fowler, alighted at the aga's houfe, and, being

brought before him, they iirft delivered his letters
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from Zenan. Rejib received him with his ufual

dilfimiilation, welcomed him to Mocha, pretended

to be glad of his Hife return, and to be forry and
aQiamed of what was pafFed, defiring Sir Henry to

pardon him, and affuring him that henceforward

he would be his friend ; and reading the baHli's

orders, faid, that every thing fhould be performed

as he had directed. Then calling for breakfalt,

he bid Sir Henry eat and be merry, and afterwards

told him, that now he had eaten bread and fait

with him, he need not fear any harm. When
breakfalt was over, he went to look for a houfe for

them, and pitched on an handfome large one near

the fea-fide ; but afterwards confidering that it

Hood too near the water, and might favour their

efcape, they were two days after removed to a
large ftrong houfe which ftood alone in a fpacious

enclofure in the midft of the town, where a captain

and his company were fent to guard them.

Mocha is a very populous city, but un walled,

and feated by the fea-iide, in a fait, fandy, and
barren foil. The governor's houfe was by the

water-fide, and near it was the qtiay, which Ihocts

pretty far into the fea. Upon this quay all the

Ihips boats are obliged to land to prevent the run-
ning of goods, and clofe to it is a platform, upon
which are planted about a dozen brafs cannon.
At the weftern end of the town is another, that

has the like number of ordnance.

On the 6th of March, Nakhada Maiek Amber,
the commander of a large Ihipof Dabul, landed
with a great number of merchants, who were all

carried about the town in pomp, and afterwards
feaftcd by the aga. Sir Henry was alfo invited to

thisfeaft, and entertained in a very friendly man-
ner. When the aga in the prefence of the whole
company, called for the koran, kifled it, and
voluntarily fwore that he had no malice or ill will

to Sir Henry ; but wiihed him ail fuccefs, pro-
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tefting that he would do any thing in his power to

ferve him, and was much grieved for what had
pafFed. Sir Henry returned him thanlcs, and the

next day the aga making a great feaft at his plea-

fure houfe for the Dabul merchants. Sir Henry
and Mr. Femel were invited to it.

Two days after the aga fent thirty- fix of the

Englilh on board the Darling, keeping on Ihore

Sir Henry, with the merchants, carpenters, fmiths

and others, to the number of thirty, and the

next day the Darling failed with them towards the

other fhips on the coaft of Habafheh, where they
found an excellent ftation, called AlFab-road, fe-

cure againft all the winds that blow in thofe feas,

and affording plenty of wood and water, but the

latter is a little brackifh. The people of the

country are as black as the negroes of Guinea, and
go naked with only a cloth about their waifts,

which reaches to their knees. They were at firft

very fearful of the Englifti ; but after being ac-

quainted with them, and peace being ratified by
mutual oaths, they came daily to the fhips with

cows, flieep, and goats, which they fold at reafon-

able rates, firft for money, and afterwards for

coarfe calico, which Sir Henry had purchafed on
his firft arrival at Mocha. Thefe people were
extremely honeft and friendly in their dealings.

The king of the country, who refides at a town
on the coaft, called Rahayta, about forty miles to

the fouthward near the Bab, fent fome of the chief

men to the commanders of the fliips with prefents,

and a promife of any thing his country afforded ;

and in return they fent other prefents, and enter-

tained the meflengers in a very friendly manner.
The vulgar tongue of the country is not under-

ftood by the Arabs, but the better fort fpeak and
write Arabic.

Some time after the Darling returning. Sir

Henry fent a letter to Mr. Pcmberton ; an.d the
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aga, attended by the principal perfons of the town,
riding early in the morning to his pleafure garden^
Sir Henry refolved to put in practice, a long con-
certed fcheme he had formed for making his efcape

in a cafk. The above letter was to acquaint Mr-
Pemberton with that defign, and to defire him
immediately to fend the boat well manned, with
a bottle of aquavitas, and another of wine, to make
his keepers drunk, which was accordingly done^
Before he acquainted Mr. Feme! with his inten-

tions, he made him fwear to be fecret, and to ufe

no arguments to dillliade him from what he had
refolved upon, and then letting him know what
he had written to Mr. Pemberton, direcied him to

walk out with others to a particular place by the
water- fide, where he promifed, in cafe he got fafe

to the boat, to come and take them in. Sir Henry-

had alfo appointed the carpenters and others, to

repair to the fouthward of the town, where a boat

lay near the fhoi^, charging them not to em-
bark till they faw the Ihip's boat put off from
the quay.

Happily the captain, who was left in town only
to watch him, fat in to drinking at a houfe where
arrack was fold, and Sir Henry having made the
keepers drunk, and the captain returning to

his quarters at the end of the houfe, which was
parted from the Englifh only by a wall. Sir Henry
began to put his proje(5l in execution. He ordered
the carpenters to take others with them, and
to go by two and two, to avoid fufpicion ; while
Mr. Femel, and thofe who were to be taken in afe

the other part of the town, were to go two or three

in a company along the Ihore. Having given thefe

dire<5i:ions, he was inclofed in his tub, and fafely

conveyed into the boat, when forcing out the head
of the cafk, he got out of it, and bearing up to
leeward point, took itr eleven perfons; but Mr,
Femel, and thofe with him, being too dilatory in

VOL III. 3 K
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fetting out, were taken before they could reach

the boat: For by this time the town was raifed

;

partly by the indifcreet running of fome of the

Englifh, and partly by feeing the boat, contrary

to cuftom, bear up to leeward. Sir Henry came
to an anchor, and waiting for them, brought the

boat aground, which put them all in much danger

:

the beat was, however, foon got off; when Sir

Henry finding the whole town in purfuit of him,

and conlidering that he had a very narrow and
fhoal channel to pafs, between a fmallfandy ifland

and the main, found that it would be folly to

Itay any longer, and therefore, ordering the men
to put forward, they happily fell into the right

channel, which foon brought them into deep water

out of danger of their enemies.

Mean while the people in the Darling kept a

good watch on the tops, and as foon as they faw the

boat under fail they Hipped their anchor, and bore

up to relieve them in cafe of need. Sir Henry, and
thofewho were with him, wereno fooner on board,

than the boat in which were the carpenters came
in light, and happily joined their companions in

the Darling.

Sir Henry's efcape filled the town with confulion.

The captain who had been his keeper, was almoft

diftra6ied, and knew not whether he fnould ftay or
fly for his life. The lord of the fea was accufed of

confenting to his efcape, and the merchants were
in the greatefl: terror at the apprehenlions of lofing

their fiiips and goods, while the aga himfelf, being

at a iofs what anfwer to make to the balFa, feared

it would coft him his head.

About two hours after this happy efcape, two
poor Arabs appeared in a canoe ; but were ih fear-

ful, that they durft not come nigh the fliip, till

being perfuaded by fair words, one of them ven-

tured on board, and gave Sir Henry a letter from
Mr. Femel; by which he was informed, that thofe
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on fliore had been in great danger of being either

llain or ftripped by thofe who apprehended them

:

But that Ibmeof the Ibldiers who wiflied them
well, faved them, andconJufted them to the aga's,

where they waited his coming home. The aga on
feeing them at his return, looked as pale as afhes,

threatened them with death, and cauled them alfo

to be chained by the neci^s ; but they were foon re-

leafed, at the intreaty of the merchants and others,

and permitted to remain in their former houfe

;

but under a ftronger guard than before : A piece

of indulgence which proceeded from the aga's fear

of the ftiips under Sir Henry's command; for the

latter immediately fent the aga word, that if he
did not fend him all his people, and what belonged
to the Ihips, which he detained contrary to the

bafTa's order, he would fire the fhips in the road,

and do his beft to batter the town about his ears.

He alfo fent word to the merchants, that he would
not fuller any boats to go to their fliips, without

firft coming on board his, to let him know their

bulinefs ; nor allow any thing to be carried out of

them without his leave. At night Sir Henry fent

the boat, well manned, to carry the news to the

other lliips, with orders to join him as foon as pof-

fible.

On the 1 2th, Mohammed, a merchant of Ka-
nanor, came on board with letters, pretending
that the aga was forry for his going away in that

manner, fince he had determined within a few days
to fet him and all his people at liberty. That he
would deliver the furniture belonging to the fliips,

but could not fend his men without an order from
the bada: That he intreated only fifteen days re-

fpite, and if in that time they were not all fent on
board, he defired no favour. To this Sir Henry
confented; but infilled alfo on having his pin-

nace, and obferved, that he would not leave the

road without her.
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The aga was extremely exafperated at this laft

demand ; but thought fit to fend the Darling's ca-

bles and anchors, with the pitch, tar, and other

materials belonging to the fliips on board ; and few-

days pafiTed, without Sir Henry's having a prefect

either from the aga, or fome of the merchants.

Some days after, the Trade's Increafe and Pep-
percorn entered the road ; when Sir Henry going
on board the former, v/as received with great joy.

On the 25th, Mohammed came again on board,

and informed Sir Henry, that the bafla had given
orders for the releafe of his men and pinnace, pro-

niifing to bring them the next day ; but he then

returned without them, with the me/Tage, that the

aga would neither deliver the men nor the pinnace,

till Sir Henry had given a writing figned by him-
felf and four or five more of the principal perfons

on board, importing, that he would maintain peace

with the aga's fubje6ls and Indians, that he would
not revenge what had palTed^ on thefe or any
other of their ihips, nor demand reftitution, or

fatisfadlion for the goods taken from him, which
was to be confirmed by oath. Sir Henry let him
know that he was furprifed, at his coming every

day with frefh demands ; but that fince he had not
kept his word, in bringing him the pinnace and
all his men, he intended to detain him and thofe

"who were with him as hoftages, till the perform-

ance of what he had promifed ; but Mphammed
alleging, that if Sir Henry would give him fuch a
writing as he demanded, and fend him on Ihore, he
would bring all his people on board before night.

Sir Henry caufed a memorial to be drawn up in

Englifli, containing only a brief relation of the

treacherous ufuage he had met with in that coun-

try, which was figned by him and five more, as

witnelTes of the truth, and then fent advice to Mr.
Femel, how he fliould interpret it. Having deli-

vered it to Mohammed, he refufed to fwear to it.
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faying, that his word fhould be truer than a Turk's
oath at any time. Mohammed then went on fliore,

leaving fome of the better fort of his company as

hoftages for his return, bidding him hang them,

in cafe he did not bring all the Englifh on board
that night.

Mohammed, at his landing, exerted himfelf in

fuch a manner, that a little before night he re-

turned with Mr. Femel and nine others. Femel,
Williams, and Cunningham, were drefled in paltry-

veils, and another was fent to Sir Henry, as a pre-

fent from the baffa, and which Mohammed would
have put on his back, deliring him to wear it as a
favour from that commander ; but Sir Henry re-

fufed it with difdain, telling him^ that he fcorned

to wear any thing that came from fo unconfcion-

able a dog, by whofe order he had been fo injured :

upon which Mohammed left it with his fervant,

and departed, taking with him a Turk who had
been fecured by the Darling, and till then re-

mained on board the Trade's Increafe.

The next day he brought the pinnace, and
afked, if all he had promifed was performed ? Sir

Henry anfwered. No ; for he ftill wanted a boy
whom they detained at Tayez, and had forced to

change his religion, who (hould be delivered to

him before he would releafe the (hips. On which
Mohammed replied, that he would tell the aga,

and return with his anfwer. That morning Sir

Henry called a council, in which it was concluded,
that they fliould releafe all the (hips that came from
India, and belonged to their friends in the city,

and indemnify themfelves out of a ihip that was
to arrive from Suez. The next day a writing was
fent to Sir Henry from the aga, whereby he, Mo-
hammed, and the conful of the Banians, bound
themfelves under the forfeiture of the fhips and
goods, to deliver the boy within twelve days, pro-
vided he would releafe the iliips. Upon which he



446 MIDDLETON's VOYAGE TO

gave them leave to unlade the fhipsof Diu, which
belonged to the conful, and to vilit the other Ihips

at their pleafure. That night Mr. Femel died of a

calenture, or rather, as v/as the opinion of the

furgeons, of poifon given him by the Turks.

On the firft of June, the wind was fo hot, that

it could be fcarcely endured, and Sir Henry being

unable to ftay upon deck, he was obliged to

llielter himfelf in his cabbin. He then wrote a

letter to the balia in Italian, demanding reftitution

of his goods, and fatisfa6tion for damages ; but

though an anfwer was fent to this demand, the

letter was not underiiood , for want of an inter-

preter. Upon which he again laid an embargo
on the fliip of Diu, and would not fuller any
more goods to be taken out of her, till the baffa

had fatisfied him to the value of 70,000 rials of

eight, which he confidcred as a better method
of recovering his lofs, than folely relying upon
his taking the fliip of Suez, which might eafily

be prevented by the Turks fending advice by
land.

On the 2d of June, Ali Hafkins, Sir Henry's
interpreter at Zenan, came on board with compli-

ments from the balFa, pretending that his excellency

was forry that he went away in fuch a manner,

for he intended to have difmilFed him much to his

fatisili6^ion, and had prepared a rich veft, and a

horfe to be fent to him. Aii alfo brought com-
mendations from the kiahya, who hefaid, intreated

Sir Henry not to take any violent courfe there ;

but to feek for juftice at Conftantinople ; for if

he did any thing that difpicafed the bafTa, it would

coft the kiahya his head, who had been the chief

infirument in perfuading him to fend the Engliih

back to Mocha. He added, that by the baffa's

order he had brought the Engliih youth from
Tayez, who fiiould be fent on board the next day,

pn condition that the fhip of Diu and the rcftj
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were permitted to unload their goods. But Sir

Henry now anf-vvered, that he would nor releafe

the ihips till his goods were reftored, not till

he had fatisfaclion to the value above-mentioned.

On the 3d, the aga defired a truce for twelve

daySj in order to let the bafFa know Sir Henry's
demands. The next day Ali Hafldns and others

came on board to intreat him to draw up the

particulars of his loITes, that they might confider

of them on fliore, which he did, and made his

lofs and hindrance amount in the whole to 70,000
rials of eight. He alfo fent to tell the aga, that

fmce after his having invited him on land, with

a promife of kind entertainment and a free trade,

he like a treacherous dog, had, without caufe,

cruelly flain feveral of his people, villainou fly

imprifoned him and others, and robbed them of
all he could feize, to the value of 70,000 pefoes,

befides putting him to great expence and lofs of

time; if he did not prefently make him reflitution

or fatisfaftlon, he would batter the town about
his ears; take all the goods of the Diu fliip,

and burn all the'VelFels then in the road; for

he would not depart till he \was fufficientjy re-

venged: adding, that he could do all this with-

out breach of promife, iince the truce was ex-
pired, and they had not performed their agree-

ment.
On the i6th the aga fent Sir Henry a peremptory

anfwer, demanding who gave him leave to come
into thofe feas, and adding, that fince he came
without leave, he was juilly dealt with. That in

relation to goods, and the other matters of which
he complained, he had only performed the baiia's

orders: That if he was not pleafed with what was
pafiTed, the beft way was to refer it to a hearing of
their betters at Conftantinople : That if he fired

at the town, he would fire againft his (liips ; and
that as for the velTcls and goods in the road, they
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were none of his : But that if he damaged either

the town or lliips, it would not be pleafing to the

fultan, who would infallibly demand fatisfa6lioii

for any damage they fliould do them. To this

Sir Henry anfwered : That he needed no other

leave to come into that fea, than that of God and
his king ; and as to his landing there^the aga had

not only given him leave, but much intreated him;
with regard to his goods, he knew of nothing he
owed the bafiPa, nor had he ever done him the leaft

wrong, that might give him a pretence for feizing

his goods by way of reparation ; he therefore was
refolved to be paid for them, and righted there

where he had been wronged, and not at Conftanti-

nople. Yet he was convinced, that neither the

"baiFa nor the aga durft fhew their faces in that city,

to anfwer the ihameful injuftice, they falfely pre-

tended the fultan had commanded them to commit,
and that therefore, if they found themfelves ag-

grieved, they might go to feek redrefs at the court

of England.
On the r9th, the conful and many others of the

chief of the Banians, came on board to agree with

Sir Henry, bringing with them Mr. Pemberton's

youth, who was decently clothed by the conful,

after the Chriftian fafhion. Some kind falutations

having palled on both fides, the conful began with

telling Sir Henry that he had always loved and
favoured the Englilli, and was ready to do him all

the fervice in his power, and that he was as much
grieved at the injuries he had fufFered from the

Turks as if they had been done to his own people :

but he was like to pay very dear for his love and
compaflion, unlefs he would Ihew fome pity to

him, for the baflTa had enjoined him to make Sir

Henry fatisfadion, and had fent orders, that in

cafe he did not, his throat fliould be cut, and his

goods confifcated. And this he protelled was not

feigned, but ftridlly truth. Sir Henry anfweredj,
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that they were the Turks who had robbed him,

and done him fo many injuries, and from them
alone he would leek nitislaition. The fabandar de-

lircd him to wave thefe matters, They fpcnt moll

oFthe day in fixing the prices of the commodities

that were lod, and at length vj'ith much difficulty,

came to an agreement, that all the lead and iron

lliould be reftored, and 18,000 rials of eight paid

in money within fifteen days, as a full fatista6tioii

for all the lofPes they had fuftained. Upon which
a peace was concluded between the Englifli and
them for two years, from the port of Mocha to

Kananor, on condition that the baffa fliould con-
firm it by a writing under his own hand and feal.

At this time a ficknefs prevailed in the fliips,

few or none efcaping. It began with a violent

pain in the head and Ifomach, which deprived the

men of deep, the bell remedy for which, was
vomiting and bleeding; but though few died of it,

fome whole diforder w as attended with a fever were
long before they recovered.

On the 2d of July, Sir Henry received the laft

payment from the conful, and cleared all reckon-

ings with him, as well for money borrowed while

he was prifoner, as for money difburfed afterw^ards,

when this honeft Banian demanded the 15:00 vene-

tianos promifed the haiTa's kiahya ; but Sir Henry
would not pay it though he urged his promife, and
faid that he (liould otherwiie be forced to pay it

himfeif, for having palled his word for it. But
Sir Henry anfwered, that the kiahya had not per-

formed his ptomife of letting him and his people at

liberty. Sir Henry here certainly (liewed, that he
was void of all gratitude, honour and honefty.

However, towards night, the conful and the reft

having taken their final leave. Sir Henry caufed

tliree guns to be difcharged at their departure.

On the 3d, Ali and another merchant came
iigain and bought fonje vermillion, for which Sir

VOL. III. 3 L
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Henry gave them credit. They promiled to coroe

to him on the other fide of the fea, within fourteen

days, to pay the money, and to bring fome grain,

which Sir Henry had given them an order to buy
at Mocha, and alfo a ratification of the peace figned

by the bafTa.

In the afternoon the fhips warped out of the

road, and that night failed for Aflab, but could

not get thither till the 5th in the morning. On
the 6th Sir Henry landing, caufed all the wells to

be emptied and cleanfed : for he had been often

told that the Turks had prevailed on the people of

AflTab to poifon the wells.

They were employed till the 13th in watering

and buying provifions, and on the laft-mentioned

day, the king of the country hearing of Sir Henry's
efcape from Mocha, and arrival in his country,

fent three of his chief fervants^ attended by thirty

foldiers, with a letter and a prefent of refrellmients.

This letter was to congratulate Sir Henry on his

having efcaped from his enemies, to welcome him
into his dominions, and to make him an offer of
fupplyinghim with whatever the country afforded.

Thefe meifengers were feafted and rewarded, and
then fent back with a prefent for the king, which
confifted of a veil of broad cloth, and an handforae

looking-glafs.

On the 17th, there came a telba from Mocha,
in which were feveral perfons, who brought the

provifions Sir Henry had befpoke, and the money
due to him for the vermillion, but no writing

from the baffa, who pretended to be fo bufy in the

wars, that he had not time to write, whence it was
fuppofed that he intended to keep no meafures
with the Englifh.

On the 24th, the fleet failed out of Alfab-road,

to put in pra6}ice what Sir Henry had long before

determined, which way to })ly to windward, as

high as the ifland cf Kamaran, and to wait there
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for a large fhip richly laden, that fails every year

about this time from Suez to Mocha, by which

means he propofed to be fufficiently revenged on

the Turks for all his lodes and difgraces, and he

was the more defirous of meeting with her, from
his underftanding that Jatfer Balia and Rejib Agai

had confiderable ventures in her. They piyed to

the windward till the lad day -of the month, laiiing

by day and generally lying at anchor all night. In

this cruize they ran many dangers for want of a pi-

lot, and often narrowly efcaped running aground ;

yet, notwithftanding all their fatigues and hazards,

thelhip, as they found on their return, had efcaped

them in the night.

On the 9th of Auguft in the morning they fet

fail, and having palfed the ftreights on the 13th,

plyed into the road of Delifha, in the ifland of So-

cotra, where coming to an anchor, they found

riding there a great fliip belonging to Diu, and
two fmall velTels of India bound for the Red Sea,

and taken fhdrt by the monfoons.

The monfoon being far fpent. Sir Henry defired

the merchant of Diu to help him with his boats

and people to take in ballad and water, which he,

with the others, nioft readily granted, generoufly

proffering him all the water in their Ihips. This
offer Sir Henry accepted ; he took all theirs, and
employed his people in fetching fome from Ihore.

Sir Henry being afterwards introduced to the

king, purchafed all his aloes, and having delivered

letters to his majefty, which he promifed to deliver

to the iirft Englilh Ihip, he weighed on the 3d of

September, and on the 26th anchored in the road

of Surat, by three Indian (liips. About a mile

from them rode feven fail of Portuguefe frigates, or

men of war, and thirteen more were within the

river of Surat,

Long before Sir Henry's arrival, the Portuguefe

had intelligence of his being in the Red Sea, and
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bound for this place, and thefe frigates had been
ient to hinder him from tradincr at Surat, or anv
where elfe upon that coaft. The commander in

chief of this fleet was Don Fraiicifco de Soto,,

major, ft iled captain -major of the north. This
perfon reaped great beneht, by granting pallports

to all the Ihips and frigates that traded in thofe

parts, and by confifcating fuch as traded without
them. That night Sir Henry dilchared the pilots

he had at Surat, and fent them with letters to fuch

of the Englifh as they (hould find there.

On the 29th, there came a fmall frigate from the

admiral of the armada, as they termed him, in

which was one Fortuguefe and his boy, wha
brought an anfwer from the captain-major, to a

letter Sir Henry had lent' him the day berore ; the
purport of which, after ibsne compliments was,

that he was glad he belonged to a king who was a

friend, and that he and his would be ready to ferve

him to the beft of their power, provided lie brought
a letter or order, either from the king of Spain or
the viceroy, for trading in thofe parts: That
otherwife he was obliged to guard the port he had
in charge, where the king his mafter kept a factory.

Sir Henry returned anfwer by word of mouth.
That he had neither a letter from the king of

Spain nor the viceroy, nor had any need of it,

lince he was fent by the king of England with let-

ters and rich prefents to the great mogul, in order

to eftablilh a trade begun in thofe parts. That he

came not to difturb tiie Portuguefe fadiory there,

and faw no reafon why the Portuguefe fnould at-

tempt to obfiru6l the trade of the Englifn, lince

India was a country free to all nations, and neither

the great mogul, nor his people, under vaimlage

to them. He bid the mellenger therefore tell hi:-;

captain, that he defired the Engliih at Surat might
be fuifered in a friendly manner to come on board

his ihip^ and confer with him about their aliairs;,
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and that he would not urge him to ufe force, for

by one means or other he would fee them. He
then beftowed a veft of broad cloth upon the mef-

fenger, who promifed to return the next day.

Sir Henry finding it impoilible to crofs the bar

without a pilot, anchored in the road, where he

received letters from Nicholas Bangham at Surat,

who was formerly a joiner in the He61:or, by which
he was informed, that the Englilli had no fa61ory

there, and that he was fent thither from Agra, by
Capt. Hawkins, to recover fome debts ; but though
he had letters from the captain, he durfi: not fend

them on board, left they lliould be intercepted by
the Portuguefe. In anfvvcr to which. Sir Henry
wrote to defire him to fend thofe letters, with fur-

ther particulars relating to the trade.

On the 3d of Oiftober, Khojah Naffan, governor
of Surat, and brother to the governor of Cambaya,
fent an Indian to Sir Henry with a prefent of re-

frefhments, oiFering to do him all the kindnefs in

his power, adding, that for their part they defired

to trade with the Englifh, but could fee no poili-

bility of doing it while the Portuguefe armada
rode fo nigh their fleet : That this nation hindered
them from acting according to their inclinations,

and therefore they advifed him to go for Gago,
which was a better place, and nearer Cambaya,
where there w^ere more merchants, better goods,

and greater quantities o(' them than at Surat, and
that the Armada could not hinder his landing

there.

Sir Henry afterwards received another letter

from Nicholas Bangham, and Capt. Hawkins's
letter from Agra, relating the maniier of his being
taken into flivour, and his being difgraced by
the great mogul; expatiating on that monarch's
licklcnefs in granting them trade, and afterwards

denying it in favour of the Portuguefe. He alio

received two letters from William Finch, which
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gave an account of his proceedings, and returning

home over land, the iiiconitancy of the king and
people of the country, and the practices of the

Portuguefe, adviiing the commanders of fuch Eng-
li(h Ihips as arrived at Surat, not to land any goods,

nor to hope for trade in thofe parts.

Though Sir Henry on his peruling thefe letters

defpaired of carrying on any trade in that place,

he refolved to try to the uttermoft what could

be done before he left it. Being informed by the

above letter that Capt. Sharpey, John Jordain,

and others, were coming from Cam bay a to Surat,

in order to go along with him, he refolved at ieaft

to get them on board- As the Indian fliips which
rode by him had given over their voyage to the

fouthward, becaufe the proper monfoon was paft,

the bramin, or prieft'of the Banians, afked leave

to carry their ihips into the river ; but Sir Henry
delired him to tell the governor and the reft of

the owners, that their fhips ihouid not leave their

prefent ftation, till he had the Englifnmen at

Cambaya and Surat on board ; becaufe had he
fufFered them to fail away, he would have been

unable either to fend or hear from the Englilh

on fhore ; the Portuguefe endeavouring as much
as they were able to intercept both the letters

and men.
On the 22d of 06lober, the Portuguefe laid an

ambufcade to cut oif a party of the Englifli fent

on fliore ; and fuddenly rufhing out, ran towards

them in crowds without any order, to the number
of 300 men, difcharging their fire-arms at the Eng-
lilh, who immediately puttir;g themfelves in a

pofture of defence, returned the fire, and after-

wards retired on board a frigate that waited for

them, without lofs, while the enemy, feveral of

whom were wounded, retreated behind the hills

out of danger, and thence to their iliips.
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Sir Henry bad been on fliore in the frigate, to

wait the coming of Capt. Sharpey ; but finding

that he did not come, returned on board the

Peppercorn, and determined to remove with the

ebb near the Trade's Increafe. But as they were
letting fail, a company of men were delcribed

coming from the northward. Upon which they

again call anchor, and Sir Henry going on Ihore,.

there foon arrived three Engliflimen, and a day
or two after Capt. Sliarpey, guarded by one hun-
dred horfemen, armed with bows and fwords,

with one Jaddow a broker, a bramin or Banian
prieft, and another Indian, who vvas the captain's

iervant.

On the 25;th, Sir Henry Middleton, accom-
panied by the Captains Sharpey and Jordain, one
of the Englifli who had before arrived, went on
Ihore, where Khojah NafiTan was come to meet
them. Sir Henry was carried in a palankin borne
on four mens ihoulders, and was kindly entertain-

ed by Khojah Naifan, when a carpet being fpread,

they fat upon it, and applied to bufinefs. At
length it wasin a maner concluded, that the fliips

Ihould repair to Gago, a place on the weftern fide

of the gulph nearer to Cambaya, and that they
ihould have pi lots from fhore to carry them thither:

but a fudden fliower of rain which is there unufual
at this time of the ye ir, made them break up
their conference; however they promifed to meet
again the next day, in order to come to a final

refolution.

On the 26th, Khojah NalTan fent Sir Henry a
prefent of provilions, and two pilots for his fiife

condu6l to Gago, and Sir Henry going on fliore

with the pinnace, the conference was renewed;
but the pilots giving it as their opinion, that the
place propofed was rfot convenient, it was agreed,
that the Engiilh Ihould put to fea for fix days, in

which time it was prefumed that the Portuguefe,
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fuppoiing they had left that coaft, would alfo leave

it ; on which they were to return and difpatch

their bufmefs. Accordingly the fame evening they
failed to the fouthvvard, to the Trade's Increafe

;

but the wind fliortening upon thern they anchored
a mile weftward of the road. The next morning
Sir Henry fent a letter to Don Francifco de Soto,

captain-nicijor of the arrnada, and the next day
kit the coalt; but finding that a Portuguefe frigate

kept following them for feveral days, he refolved

to ftand no farther off.

Accordingly on the firft of November they re-

turned to the northward, and on the the 6th, came
to an ar.chor in the nev/ difcovered road, v^here

Sir Henry and Captain Dounton going on fliore

with a guard of forty men, found fome brackifh

water, with which they were obliged to be fatisfied

till better could be had. Here they bought a few
goats and llieep of the inhabitants, and the next
clay having filled fome water, and bought a fmall

quantity of provifions, they hauled the Increafe

aground. While this was doing they ere<5fed a

tent for Captain Dounton ; and guards were placed

to fecure them from any defigns of the Fortii-

gueie.

On the 9th in the morning Khojah NafTan came
from Surat, and foon after a market was kept on

fnore for bullocks, fheep, goats, fowls, milk, but-

ter, cheefe, meal and bread ; fugar-canes, fugar,

and fugar candy ; limes, palms, water-melons,

cucumbers, onions, gourds, radiflies, pallingenies,

ginduSj a fruit of the fize of a fmall crab, with a

little round ftone in the middle, dried fait fifi-i,

and palm wine ; all which were fold at reafonable

prices.

On the 2 1 ft a centinel who had been placed on
the mount, faw over the top of a neighbouring hill

the heads of feme of the Portuguefe who lay in

-ambull), to the number of 500^ and had no fooner
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givefi the alarm, than the enemy finding them-
felves difcovered, ran fwiftly down with theirco-

iours, to cut off the retreat of the Englifli to their

boat; but halving tailed a little of their great, as

well as their fmall Ihot, and feeing fome of their

company fall in the mud, they ran back with as

much hafle as they had advanced, after having
eight killed and wounded. Several of thofe who
ttii made a fhift to crawl away, only Antonio de
Soufa, a gentleman, having received a mortal
wound in the head, the Englifh more compaflio-

nate than his countrymen, went and carried him
ofi board ; but he died two hours after, and was
buried on fliore.

On the 24th in the afternoon, Mikrih Khan
came down with one hundred horfe, and a Hill

greater number of foot, with five elephants, and
feveral camels. He had alfo carts and oxen for

carrying his provifions, and feveral leopards in

carts for hisdiverfion in hunting. The Ihore foon
refembled a town of tents. He was met by Sir

Henry, at vvhofe landing was difcharged a volley

of 160 fmall (hot, and at the inftant of fainting

each dther, the fhips fired their great guns in orc^ei'i

The Darling three ; tlie Peppercorn five, and the
Trade's Increafe nine. After this. Sir Henry de-

livered him the king's letter and prefent, which he
received with great appearance of friendlhip, and
at his invitation, boldly went on board the Trade's
Increafe, accompanied by lixteen Indians and
Moors, leaving Khojah NalFan, Khojah Cirfan Ali,

and other merchants on fnore. Sir Henry was
miK h pleafed at feeing him put fuch confidenc;e in

him, and began to conceive better hopes than be-

fore, all this part of the country being under his
command ; lie therefore made the beft entertain-

ment for him that was poIFible, upon fo Ihort a
warning, and both he, and thofe who were with
liim, eat %'ery heartily. Ke promifed to do the

VUL. liJ. 3 jM
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Englifli all the fervice in his power, and to allc^W

them any place or harbour Sir Henry Ihould name^
where, if they pleafed, they might ere6l a fort.

He continued on board all night, and part of the
next day ; but Ihewed no inclination to enter upon
bufinefs, his whole thoughts feeming to be taken
up with looking out forfuch toys as were likely to
pleafe the great mogul his mafler.

On the 25th in the morning, after he had bufied

himfelf in purchallng knives, glafs and other trifles.

Sir Henry Ihewed him all the parts of the Ihip,

and returning to the eabbin, he would needs fee

all Sir Henry's ehefts and trunks opened, which
he did, the latter giving him whatever he took a

fancy to. After which he dined on board, and
and then went to vifit the other ftiips where he
behaved in the fame manner.
On the 30th, and 31ft, feveral of the merchants

on board went to view fome packs of Indian cloth,

which Khojah NalFan had brought down to barter

with them, and returned with famples, and the

prices of each. Sir Henry let down what he would
give for thofe he liked, and defired they would do
the fame by his com.modities ; but imagining that

the Englifli would be forced to fell their goods for

what they could get, they fet a very high value
on their own, offered but little for thofe in the

Ihips, and foon after fending for their famples of

cloth, carried all the packs they had brought back
to Surat. On the eighth of December, Mokrib
Khan came down again, with about forty packs of

goods, and Sir H^enry landing with a ftrong guard,

armed with muikets and halberts, went to him in

his tent, where after friendly falutationsand com-
pliments, they agreed upon a price to be given
for all the lead, quicklilver and vermillion, and for

the goods to be taken by the Englifli in exchange ;

but though thefe goods belonged to feveral mer-
chants, the bufinefs was folely managed by Kojah
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Kaffan, no man daring either to buy or fell with-

out his leave, by which means he raifed the

prices of their goods, and lowered thofe of the

Englifli.

On the 9th, in the morning, the Englilh began
to land their lead, and receive fome of the goods,

when a letter from the great mogul to Mokrib
Khan, put a ftop to their proceedings. He had
been extremely merry ; but the moment he pe-

rufed it, became deje6led, and after iitting for

fome time in a muling pofture, fuddenly role up,

and went away without once looking at or fpeak-

ing to Sir Henry, who was feated near him; but

fending for him before he mounted his horfe he em-
braced him, called him his brother, and defired

that he would excufe hisfudden departure, adding,

that he would leave Khojah Naffan to receive and
deliver the goods already bargained for, and to

agree for more. Soon after it appeared, that he
was turned out of his government of Cambaya,
and that Khojah Naflan had ioft that of Sprat a.

little before.

On the loth, the new governor of Surat and
Halfan Ali went to fee the Ihips. The factors

being on (hore to fee the lead weighed, were de-

lirous of making ufe of Englilh weights, but Kho-
jah NalTan infilled on ufing thofe of Surat; but

after fome drafts, the Englilh defired to examine
the beam before they proceeded any farther, and
weighing by their own fcaleswhat had been weigh-

ed by thofe of Surat, they found in five pigs, a

difference of ten or eleven maunds, each maund
being thirty-three pounds Englilh ; when Khojah
Naflan finding he could not have the lead at what
weight he pleafed, began to cavil, and at length

after behaving in a very abufive manner, caufed all

his merchandize to be taken away, declaring, he

would have none of their lead or other goods. Sir

Henry being on board the Trade's Increafe with
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the governor and Shah Bandar, the factors fent tp

let nim know, that unlets fome fpeedy coiirie was
taken, Khojah Naflan would go irom hi* bargain,

and return all their goods upon his hands. Upor)
which Sir Henry laid the affair betore the governor,
snd Shar Bandar ; and that he was under a peceflity

ci detaining them, till the other did him jufiice.

Upon ^hich the governor advifed Sir Henry to go
on (horej and fetch the nian himfelf, which he ac-

cordingly did, and having made the go\ ernor a

handfome prefent, let him depart, keepij-g Khojah
Naflan and the Shar Bandar tor pledges on board
the Peppercorn. But they were afterviards ex-

changed for other holiages, and on the 24th, their

bufinefs was completed, and the hoftages releafed.

TheEnglifh, after having fufiained many abufes

from the governors of Surat and their inltruments,

by delays, and by withholding the natives fron>

trading with them, were at laft prevented froni

demanding the debts that were owing to them, by
being ordered to quit the town, and the faips to

leave the road. Thus were their hopes difapj^ointed

of fettling a factory at Surat; which was wholly
pwing to the artifices of the Portuguefe ; for

^hile the principal perfons there were debating
whether they ihould permit the Englilh to leave

a factory, Mockrib Khan received -d letter from
Dangie, a Banian at Cambaya, which let him
know, that if he fuffered the Englilh to continue
at Surat, the Portuguefe would come and burn
all the towns upon the coaft, and feize ail the

Ihips they could meet. This immediately turned
the fcales againft the Englilh, and it was concluded
that it would be the moft prudent courfe to have
nothing farther to do with them.
On the 9th of Febuary in the morning, they

warped over the bar with the Trade's Incieafe,

9nd on the i6th anchored in the road of Dabul.

The next day Sir Henry fent a pilot pn fnpre, w ith «
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letter to the governor from Maleck Amber, cap-

tain of a great fhip at Mocha, to entreat him to

life the Engiifti kindly, and in the afternoon re-

ceived a fmall prefent of refrefhments, with many
compliments, offering him any thing the country
afforded, and promiled to deal with him, it he

pleafed to fend on fliore. Upon this Sir Henry
Jent a couple of merchants, with a prefent to the

governor, who gave them a kind reception, and
leveral days were fpent in difpofing of their gcods.

This trade was carried on till the 23d, when Sir

Jienry determined to depart without delay.

On the 24th Sir Henry called a council, in

which it was refolved to return to the Red-Sea,
in order to put oif the Englifh goods, and get

others in their room, and to take Tome revenge
for the injuries done them by the Turks at Mocha,
and laftly to fave the EngHlh fliips, which they
heard were bound that way, judging that other-

uife he could not poffibly efcape being betrayed.

From this day till the 27th, was fpent in taking
in frelh water. The Indians had bought all the

red lead, but though it was actually delivered on
fliore, yet afterwards difliking it, they returned it

back. In the evening the Englilh faw a fhip in the

ofhng, and two or three Malabars which rode near
them, obferving that Ihe was a Portuguefe veffel

of Cochin bound for Chaul, Sir Henry fent the

Peppercorn, Darling, and the frigate, to fetch

her in ; but thofe in the frigate pillaging the ma-
riners, he took their plunder from them, and re-

turned it to the owners. She was chicily laden
"Vtfith cocoa-nuts, and Sir Henry took fome fmall

matters out of her, on account of the injuries of-

fered hini by Don Francifco de Soto, major at the
bay of Surat.

On the 6th of March they left Dabul, and on
the 20thj Sir Henry lent Mr. Pemberton in the

Parling before him to Socotra, to inquire after the



vj62 MIDDLETON's VOYAGE TO

Englifli ftiip boimd for the Red Sea; but foon
failed after him, and arriving at that ifland bought
feme Iheep, fmall goats, olibanum, and gum-arabic

;

and after ftaying fome time for the Darling, flood

towards Aden.
On t[ie I ft of April, a council being called, it

was concluded that the Peppercorn Ihould ply be-

fore the port of Aden, to keep all Indian lliips

from entering or ftaying there, while Sir Henry
was to cruife with the Trade's Increafe in the Red
Sea. But the next morning before they had fepa-

rated, they found the Darling at anchor, who had
got before them, while they were waiting for her,

and Mr. Pemberton coming on board, told Sir

Henry, that the king of Socotra had fhewed him a

writing left there by Capt. John Saris, who had
three Ihips under his command, and that it con-

tained an account of the time he left England;
the places of refrefhment by the way ; his arrival

there, and his refolution to proceed to the Red
Sea. He had perufed a writing left by Sir Henry,
with reafons to difTuade him from going thither;

but having the grand fignior's pafs, he hoped to

meet with better entertainment than Sir Henry
had done.

At hearing this unexpefled news, a council was
called, in which it was refolved to proceed ac-

cording to their former refolution ; and indeed

they had no other way left. For they could not
get back till the wefterly wind came in, which
would not be in till the middle of May. Sir Henry
therefore fent Capt. Nicholas Dounton to cruife

about in order to obferve the port of Aden, where
he himfelf with the Trade's Increafe and Darling,

went to watch the two-fold entrance of Babel-

mandel.

On the 14th, Capt. Saris came into the road,

and anchored with his three Ihips by Sir Henry.
They fpent that day together in the Trade's- In-
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creafe, and at parting Capt. Saris invited Sir Henry
and others to dine with him the next day ; at which
time the captain Ihewed Sir Henry the grand fig-

nior's pafs.

About this time Mammi, captain of the galleys,

came with fome other perlbns from the governor of

Mocha, to capitulate with Sir Henry, and know
his demands, as a fatisfa(5lion for pad injuries.

And Sir Henry infifting on 100,000 rials of eight,

they delired time to knd to Zenan, to know the
pleafure of Jaffa BalFa, and then took leave. ,

On the 30th, a general confultation was held on
board the Trade's Increafe, and at noon there

came over from Mocha the Shar Bandar, Mammi,
captain of the galleys, and an aga, all appointed
by the balTa, to confer with Sir Henry about an
agreement ; but finding that he would make no
abatement of the fum he had demanded, they de-

fired leave to talk with the captains of the Indian
fliips and other principal merchants, to try if they
would fufFer any farther duties to be laid on the

Indian goods, towards raifmg the money : But fe-

veral of thefe captains oppofing thefe duties, the
commiffioners promifed Sir Henry, that as foon as

they had the bafiTa's anfwer, they would let him
know what was to be done. All this time the

Englifti were employed in opening, packings and
repacking of Indian cloths fit for their purpofe,.

giving their own goods in exchange.

On the nth. Sir Henry with the Trade's In-

creafe, and Capt, Saris, with the Clove and He6lor,
failed towards Mocha, with all the Indian fliips,

leaving the Peppercorn behind, with a fmall Ibip

called the Jungo, to which Capt. Dounton re-

ftored all the goods he had taken out of her, and
on the 12th, they both followed the admiral.

On the i9Lh, Sir Henry perceiving that the
Turks intended nothing but delays, and that they
^'ere bufy in unlading a Ihip of Katfoagonc, be.
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went on boatrd the PeppeFcorn, and ordered Capt.

Dounton to warp near him, which he did, dif-

charging feveral gun& at the Turks till they gave
over their work.

On the 26th, Sir Henry and Capt. Saris ap-

pointed a meeting on board the Mahmiudi df

I>abul, where all the captains of the Indian fhipai

being fent for, Sir Henry repeated his complaints'^

againft the Turks, and told them, that notwith-
ftanding he had niade himieff amends for the in-

juries he fuftained in India, yet till he had alfo re-

ceived full fatisi^a(5tion from the Turks, he would
not permit them to trade thither, and wasrefolved

to carry all the Indian (liips out of this fea with

him, in order that the Turks might receive no be-

neiits from them this year. The Indian merchants
being unwilling to make an unprofitable monfoon,
by carrying back their commodities, defired to

come to a compofition, and propofed that every
Hhip fhould pay a certain fum to the Englilh for

liberty to trade. When Sir Henry confidering

that he had not the power to force fatisfacSion from
the Turks, without farther prejudicing the In-

dians, determined to accept of their offer, and'

the fums being agreed upon with all the Indian

ihipsj and in part received, on the 6^th of Auguft
Capt. Saris fent aWay Capt. Towerfon in the-

Hector, and on the 13th, having received all his

ihare of the compofition money, he left the Red
Sea.

On the 1 6th of Auguft, the Peppercorn and
Trade's Increafe fet fail, and repailfed the ftreights'

of Babelmandel.
On their approaching the coafl of India, they

obferved many fnakes fwimming on the furface of

the water
J

on the 19th of October they anchored-

in the road of Tekoa, where they found the Dar-

ling had been ever fince July in great part of the

rains, which were not yet ended. In this tim®
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ihe had burled three merchants, and three Tailors,

and moft of their men were lick. She had got but
little pepper, nor was there much more to be had
till the next feafon. Sir Henry therefore finding

little encouragement at that place, on account of

the civil wars, which were a great hindrance to

trade, fet fail on the 23d in the Peppercorn for

Bantam, leaving Captain Dounton in the Trade's

Increafe, to remain till the i6th of the following

month ; but he did not fail till the 20th, when
he took the remainder of the pepper he had bought
on board. On examining it he had a convincing
proof of the dilhonelly of the natives ; for in fome
lacks there were fmall bags of poddy, in fome rice,

and in others great ftones ; befides rotten and wet
pepper were put into new facks. But the Trade's
Increafe fpringing a leak, Captain Dounton was
obliged fome days after to return to Tekoa, where
he ftaid till the eighth of December, when he
again fet fill, and arrived at Pulo Panian on the

20th, where Sir Henry called a council, in which
it was agreed, that the Trade's Increafe ought to

be careened before Ihe could return home, and as

this would take up time, it was concluded to

difpatch the Peppercorn immediately for Eng-
land.

She accordingly fet fail on the 4th of February,

and on the loth of May arrived in the road of

Saldana, where Captain Dounton having taken in

a fupp'.y of water, he again fet fail, and without
touching at any other place for refrefhment, reach-

ed Waterford in Ireland; but he had there the

misfortune, after a long and troublefome voyage,
to be taken up for piracy, and confined in the fort

of Dungannon, where he lay near three weeks ;

but being at length difcharged he ftecred for Eng-
land, and on the 20th of Oftober came up the

1 haujcs to Blackwall.

VOL, 1:1. 3 N
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But to return to Sir Henry. He ileered to Ma-
chian, where endeavours were ufed to fheath the

Trade's Increafe ; but a dreadful mortality break-

ing out among the men, above an hundred of them
died, and only thirty-three \\'ere left of the whole
crew, the greateft part of whom were lick ; thus

the veflel was left on ground without a maft, and
Iheathed only on one fide. Thefe misfortunes gave
Sir Henry fuch concern, that it is laid he died of

grief, on the 24th of May, 1613.



THE

VOYAGE
CAPTAIN GEORGE ROBERTS,

TO THE

CAPE DE VERB ISLANDS.

Giving an account of wliat tranfaftions took place after he failed

from London, in 1721, till his return in 1725, in, which is in-

cluded, a defcription of the iflands.

JL HIS voyage is inferted here purely for the

fake of giving a more diftin6l account of the Cape
de Verd Iflands, than is to be met with in the

voyages of thofe who have only touched at them,
or ftaid for a day or two to take in a frelh fupply of

wood and water. By giving this and the following

account of the Cape of Good Hope, we avoid nu-

merous repetitions that would have fwelled this

work, and many erroneous accounts that would
have rendered it inaccurate.

In the year 1721, Mr. Roberts agreed with fe-

veral merchants of London to fail to Virginia, and
there to take the command of a floop, which he
was to load with a cargo for the eoaft of Guinea;

and having fold it, he was to purchafe flaves, and
return with them either to Virginia or Barbadoes,

as he found it mod for the intereit of his employers

;

and when he had difpofed of them, he was to take

in a freight for London. He accordingly fet fail,
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and on his arrival at Virginia purchafed a (loop and
proper cargo, with which he fleered to the Cape de

Verd I Hands,

But foon this unhappy gentleman was involved

in the deepeft diftrefs. Near St, Nicholas, one of

thefe iilands, he was taken by pirates, who had

three (liips. One of the commanders treated him
with great civility, and extraordinary oifers were
made him to induce him to join them ; but he re-

liiled them v.'ith the utmoft fteadinefs. They, how-

ever, at laft confented to his going on board his

own fhip, when a propofid was even made to allow

him fome fpare goods and necellaries ; but refilling

to drink the Pretender's health, one ol the com-
manders, who had beibre oppofed every favourable

meafure, attempted to Ihoot him through the head,

and had afterwards the cruelty, havisig firft in-

fulted over him in the moft inhuman manner, to

put him on board his own vefibl at midnight, with-

out provifions, without water, without fails, or any
hands but his two boys, one of whom was not

more than eight years old. His condition was

rendered ftill more dreadful by the want of candle,

and hisfioop being leaky, and having much water.

Mr Roberts went on board with a mind com-

pofed and refigned. He firft with great labour

and fatigue, by the alliliance of his biggeft boy,

pumped his Hoop dry ; and day- light no fooner

appeared, than he rummaged to find if the bar-

barous wretches had left him any thing that

might fupport life; but found only a few crumbs
in the bread lockers, a little tobacco, ten gallons

of rum, a fniali quantity of rice, a renniant of

flour at the bottom of a caik, and about two quarts

of water, which he carefully drained out of ail

the cail-vs. He had alio the happincfs to find

fome old fail-cloth, with which in three days he

patched up a kind of fail, during which he i"ed

bn raw flour and rice, drinking nothing but rum /
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but the heat of the climate, and the fatigues to

which he and his boys were daily expod-d, ren-

dering other food necefTary, he made cakes of

dough. The water being now confumed, they
felt the extremes of parching thirlt, which the

rum would not alFuage, and had the profpecl of
dying for want of water, when they were happily-

relieved by a ihower of rain, of which they laved

about a gallon, belides what they drank v/hile the
precious drops were falling. They now made a
kind of pap of flour and water, which hunger
made them think a delicious food. They hufoanded
their provifions with the utmoft care, and about a
fortnight after caught a fliark, on which they alfo

fed, drying what was left in the fun.

About three weeks after their leaving the pi-

rates, they, to their great joy, came in fight of
the iiland of St. Anthony ; but having had, a day
or two before, a frefh fupply of water from the

clouds, Mr. Roberts chofe to iteer for St. Nicholas,

where he was known. It was late in the evening
when he reached the anchoring place of that iiland,

and almoft dark before the boat could be crot out :

he therefore deferred landing till the next morn-
ing. But his fcanty fupply of water being now
fpent, the biggeft boy earneftiy prelTed his mafter
to let him fcull the boat alhore and fill a keg. To
this he coniented, on his promifuig to return dl-

redlly on board.

The boy was no fooner gone, than Mr. Roberts,
overcome by his pall fatigues, was taken ill, and,
ordering the little boy to look out for the boat,

went into his cabbin, where he infenfibly dropped
alleep, and thus continued till midnight; when,
returning upon deck, he found the liiip almoft out
of light of the iiland. Aftoniflied and afflicted at

this misfortune, and finding that the veilel had
made a great deal of water, he began to delpair of
l^iis ever being able to make the land without the
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hoy, or to keep the Ihip from (inking by labouring

i\t the pump ; her anchor too was out^ and he ap-

prehended that he fhoiiid be unable to haul it up.

However, the danger of finking being the nioft

imminent, he applied to that, and in three or four

hours fucked the pump dry. Afterwards, with
much fatigue, he heaved the anchor on board.

Parched with thirft, and without a drop of water,

he remained forfome time near the iiland, without
being able to make it for want of hands ; but at

laR found a iandy bay, where he call: anchor. The
fame evening feven negroes carne in a boat to his

aiiiftance, bringing with them twenty galloi^s of
\vater ; a feafonable fupply, that raifed his droop-
ing fpirits. Thefe people came on board at the,

IblJcitations of the boy on fliore ; but Mr Roberts
could not prevail with them to ftay till the next
morning, before they attempted to fteer the fliip

into the harbour of Faragheli. They immediately

Aveighed the anchor, and fet fail j but in the night

tlie main-fiilfplit, which fo daunted thefe negroe
failors, who had got drunk with the rum they had
found on board, that they betook themfelves to

their boat, and Mr. Roberts was once more left

deftitute in his leaky veffel, which he the next day
endeavoured to fleer to Jand.

While he was thus employed he, to his great

furprize, heard the voices of three men in the

liold, and on enquiry lie found tliey had been left

tisere dead drank by their companions. One of

theie fellows Oifered to pilot the floop either into

^'•t. Jago's or St. John's ; but not being able to

make the land lb foon as they expected, they were

ail fo difcouraged, that they laid down in the hold,

giving themfelves up for lofl, and would neither

pump nor w ork tlie fhip, till they heard Mr. Roberts

inftru6ting the boy at the helm, when they called

cut to know if he faw land, and being anfwered

that he was failing direfily to St. John's, they came
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with the utmoft alacrity on deck, and of their own
accord pumped the vellel dry. One of them pre-

tended to know the harbour, but when he came
near the illand, was utterly at a lofs, and in this

diilrefs refolutely infilled on putting the floopupon
the rocks, till Mr. Roberts took up an old gun
which had been left by the pirates, and threatened

to fhoot the firlt who attempted it; upon which
the pretended pilot leaped overboard, and fwam to

land ; and foon after Mr. Roberts hauled in fo

clofe to Punto de Sal, that they could almoft leap

on fhore, on which he was le^t by the other ne-

groes.

It may here feem fomewhat extraordinary that

Mr. Roberts fliould be able to converfe with the

negroes ; but the wonder will ceafe when the

reader isinformed, that the language of the natives

of all thefe iflands is a dialecSt of that of the Man-
dingo negroes, mixed with a corrupt Portuguefe,

of both which he had a tolerable fujattering.

That night Mr. Roberts faw feveral of the na-

tives on the top of the rocks, and the next morn-
ing three of them came down, fwam to the fliip,

and welcomed him to their iiland ; they offered to

get him what he wanted, if he would go afnore

with them ; and on his telling them he could not:

fwim, they exprelTed their lurprize, that a maa
iliould venture to lea without fo necellary a quali-

fication. Thefe were foon followed by other ne-

groes, who brought him refrelhment, and he having
made a hearty meal of a pompion and boiled rice,

three of them went to catch him fome iifli, while

the others ftaid to work the fiiip dry. In fliort.

after the dreadful fatigues he had fufiered, and his

being emaciated by his abflinence and watching,
he was kindly regaled with a difli of filh for his

fupper, and perfuaded to take fome repofe, which
he gladly accepted.
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The next day the weather beginning to look xiti^

promifing, Mr. Roberts was in Ibine fear of being
driven out to fea ; and the negroes having in vain

endeavoured to fallen a rope to the rocks, they of-

fered to fwini with him and his boy to land ; how-
ever, he did not chufe to leave the veflTel while there

was the leaft probability of faving her. But the

following day proving very ftormy, in fpite of all

his efforts (he drove on the rock, and beat a

great hole in her bottom. The water now rifing

as high on the infide as without, the affrighted ne-

groes left him with the boy, but when the ftorni

abated, kindly returned and fwam alhore with the

lad ; and Mr. Roberts now confenting to leave the
vefTcl, two of them took him one by each arm ;

bidding him not be afraid, but truft in St. An-
thony ; for they did not doubt of carrying him
fafe. However, when they had got about mid-
way, the fea breaking over them, one of the blacks

dived down and let go his hold ; but a third, who
was behind, rofelikea fifli, and fupplied his place ;

which the other who had forfook him feeing, he
fwam back to the veffel to fave what he could ;

but he had hardly got afhore with a looking- glafs

and fome old fhoes, before the very form of the

Hoop was loft, her ftern and part of her deck be-

ing driven away.

Thus was our author happily delivered from the

danger of a boifterous fea. Some of the natives

who were on the tops of the rocks, but could not

fee whether he got on fliore, came down to his

relief; and finding him fafe, fwam to the wreck,

and bringing all the pieces of the velfel, and every

thing elfe they could fave, to the rocks, depofited

them in fafety out of the reach of the fea. They
made a fire to dry Mr. Roberts's clothes ; exprelfed

their admiration at the wifdom of the white men,
and their regard for the Englifli ; caught him fifh,

and dreiled it for him. The governor of the ifland
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lent feveral perfons to him, with the moft friendly

offers of giving him all the afliftance in his power.

He was now fupplied with milk and fruit ; and
the fon of a perfon who had been formerly gover-

nor, came in the moft obliging manner with feve-

ral kinds of fruit, and a cake of bread made of

bananas and maize. In (hort, every one ftrove

who (hould moft oblige him, without expecting or
defiring any thing in return.

Mr. Roberts's fituation was however ftill very
uncomfortable. He had fixed himfelf upon a
fhelf of the rocks, under the covert of others which
hung over his bead. The rocks arofe above to an
amazing height, and it was not without great:

difficulty and danger, that the friendly natives de-

fcended thefe dreadful precipices to his affiftance,

which it was impoflible for him to climb. They
were forced to fwim from thence not only to the

fiihing place, but to get frelh water, at a place

where a fpring ran from the rocks : they, how-
ever, fpared no pains to ferve him, and fome of
them made beds of leaves, and ftaid with him in

the night ; while he lay upon his own bed, which
they had found fwimming in the fea, and had
dried in the fun.

Mr. Roberts and the boy had been fome days
in this fituation, when difcourfing with the friend-

ly natives, he obferved a man who had light hair

that was not woolly, and a very taWny complex-
ion ; who inftantly, to his great joy and furprife,

fpoke to him in Englifli. This wa?. a Welfhman
named Charles Franklin, who having been taken
by fome pirates, had efcaped from them in the
port of Sierra Leona, and after ftaying a confider-

able time in Africa, came to this ifland. His-

converfation afforded our author the higheft fatis-

fa6tion ; and he had hopes of being foon delivered

from his difagreeable fituation among the rocks,

by having the only boat in the iHand fent to take

\0L. 111. 5 O
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him round into the bay : this boat, however, not
coming at the time expe6ted, Mr. Roberts Gontra-

ry to tlie advice of all the negroes, refolved to at-

tempt to climb the rocks, and they, finding him
refolute, lent him their affiftance. With great

difficulty he afcended half way up the firft rock,

when looking down his head grew dizzy, he trem-

bled, and narrowly efcaped falling at once to the

bottom ; but he was fupported by the friendly ne-

groes. He then got to the firft refting place, which
is at leaft as high as St. Paul's cupola from the bot-

tom. They had then a path about three feet

broad, which fecmed like a gallery, only wanting
rails. Along that path they walked about three

quarters of a mile, or more, fometimes defcend-

ing, but raoftly afcending ; and in fome places it

was fo narrow, that they were obliged to pafs

firft, and to reach the end of their poles to him.

At length, the afcent grew in a manner perpendi-

cular, and two of the negroes mounting before the

reft, ftruck a crag of the rock, as was their cuftom,

to try whether it would bear them, when a huge
piece tumbled over them, and raifed fuch a duft,

that the air, as far as the fight could reach, feem-

ed filled with fmoke ; and it made fuch a terrible

noife, that Mr Roberts thought all the rocks

about them were falling on their heads. After

all was quiet, and the duft laid, the two above,

whom it was imagined had been daflied to pieces,

came down to thofe who ftaid with Mr. Roberts,

and rejoiced to find them all fafe. The afcent for

the reft of the way was now found too fteep for fo

poor a climber as our author ; they therefore with

great difiiculty and danger defcended with him,

and at laft reached the bottom without any acci-

dent.

But the exceffive heat of the fun refle(5ted by the

rocks, and the fatigues our author had endured in

this excurfion> threw him hito a fever, that lafted



THE CAPE r>E VERD ISLANDS. 475

«i€ar a month, during which he was attended with

the utmoft care and afFeftion by thefe humane
people, and on his recovery was taken in the boat

to the harbour ; and being now fo weak as to be

fcarcely able to Hand, was faftened upon the

governor's horfe, and conduced to his houfe ; the

road to which was extremely rocky and uneven.

The governor welcomed him with all the figns

of joy imaginable, and would have perfuaded him
to lodge in his houfe ; but this honour, as it was
termed, had been earneftly folicited by Singore

•Gumms, the fon of a former governor, who fre-

quently attended him while he was confined among
the rocks, and had treated him with the utmoft

care and atFe<5tion.

As to their hunting, the governor having the

fole privilege of killing the wild goats, none dared

hunt without his confent. This was a law made
by the Portuguefe when they peopled thefe iflands

from the coaft of Africa, in order to prevent the

breed being entirely deftroyed.

This is one of the principal privileges enjoyed

by the governor ; who is alfo the only magiftrate,

and decides the little differences that fometimes
happen among the people. Upon their not fub-

mitting to his decifion, he confines them till they

(do, in an open place, walled round like a pound ;

hut inftead of a gate, they generally lay only a

ftick acrofs the entrance, and thofe innocent people

will ftay there without attempting to get out, ex-

cept when overcome with palfion, they rulh out in

a rage : but thefe are foon caught again, tied hand
and foot, and a fentinel fet to watch them, till

they agree with their antagonift, alk the governor's

pardon for breaking out of his prifon, and have
remained there as long as he thinks they have de-

ferved. Nay, if one kills another, which hardly

happens in an age, the governor can only confine

him till he has pacified the relations of the deceafed.
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by the mediation of his friends, who are bound for

the crimmal's appearance, in cafe a judge iliould

be ever fent from Portugal to execute jultice : but

imprifonment is here reckoned fuch a fcandal, that

it i& ah much dreaded as Tyburn is by the criminals

in England.
When the governor has a mind to make a

general hunt, all the inhabitants are alTembled,

who do not exceed 200 ; and the hunting dogs,

which are between a beagle and a greyhound, are

called. At night, or when the governor thinks

proper to put an end to the fport, they all meet
together, and he parts the goats flelh between them
as he pleafes, fending what he thinks proper to his

own houfe, with all the fkins ; and after he comes
home he fends pieces to thofe who are old, or were

not out a hunting ; and the fkins he diftributes

among them as he thinks their neceffities require,

referving the remainder of them for the lord of the

foil.

The natives, who are the moft ignorant and
fuperftitious, as well as the moft innocent, harm-
iefs, and friendly of all the Cape de Verd Iflands,

wear in common only a little flip of cotton faftened

to a ftring before, which palling between the thighs

is tied to the fame ftring behind ; but their full

drefs is alfo a piece of cotton cloth, which the men
liang over their flioulders and wrap round their

waills ; while the women put it over their heads,

and then wrap it about their bodies ; and on both

of them it extends to the calf of the leg or lower.

This cloth they fpin and weave themfelves.

The prieft, who was a negro and very ignorant,

fays mafs, baptizes, and buries the dead ; but the

natives have intermixed with thefe rites fome of

their heathenifli cuftoms, as.walhing before bap-

tifm ; adorning the bride with flowers and a gar-

land on the day of marriage ; ftripping her of all

at night, and putting earth pn her head in token
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of fubje6lion ; fprinkling the graves of the dead
with water, and fometimes with the juice of water-

melons.
Thisifland, which is named St. John's, is (itu-

ated in 15°. 25'. north latitude, and y''. 2'. weft

from Cape de Verd ; and though very high and
rocky, yet lying near St. Philip's, appears in com-
parifon of that to be low. It has more falt-petre

than any of the Cape de Verd Iflands ; and the

governor offered to procure Mr. Roberts a cargo

fufficient to load with it a larger floop than that he

had loft. It grows in feveral caves there, covering

all the fides like a hoar froft, and in fonie hollow

rocks likeificles, as thick as a man's thumb: our
author gives very ftrong reafonsto believe that this

ifland aifo abounds with copper and gold, and for-

merly great quantities of ambergrife were found

floating in the fea.

Mr. Roberts endeavoured to perfuade the go-

vernor to let him repair his old boat, and go over

with it to the ifland of St. Philip ; but he thinking

it too fmall and crazy, denied his requeft : yet pro-

pofed his building another, and promifed to affift

him in the work by the labour of all the men in

the ifland, if he would make it large enough to fail

in without danger. This propolal Mr. Roberts

gladly accepted, and having faved a great number
of nails and pieces of iron, while confined among
the rocks, out of the pieces of the wreck brought
afhore by the natives, the boat was begun. He
dreaded that he Ihould never be able to finifli it

;

but having feen feveral built from firft to laft, his

defire to return to England made him exert all

his abilities ; and the work was completed ; for

thefe friendly people hewed down the trees, and
chopped them into boards and timbers. He af-

terwards caulked his little velTel with oakum,
made of fome pieces of old ropes, and with cotton

m^d mofs ; he cafed the bottom with tallow mixed
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with afiTes dung burnt to a(hes ; the governor ge-
neroufiy ordering a general hunting match to pro-
cure him the fat of goats, and alfo killing a cow
for that purpofe: and in Ihort, he made a jib fail

of an old piece of canvas. It was launched by
the natives, and a fmall anchor and hawfer were
got up, which had been left with a buoy in the
road by a Portuguefe velTel.

Every thing being thus finifhed, he was plenti-

fully fuppiied with beef, goats fielh, maize, floury

and fruit ; and having pailed four or five days with
the governor and the inhabitants, he took his

leave ; and going on board with his boy, and two
FiCgroe manners who came to the ifland in his

Hoop, and belonged to St. Nicholas, with three
of the natives, he fet fail, leaving Mr, Franklin,
the Welfliman, who chofe to continue at St.

John's.

The fame evening Mr. Roberts reached St.

Philip's, and landing the next morning, was treat-

ed there too with great kindnefs. Captain Thome
Santee, who had the title of Procurador of St.

John's, wanted to go to that ifland, and informed
him, that if he would have any thing done to his

boat, there were two negroes at St. Philip's who
had been educated at the French factory at Sene-
gal, and taken from thence to Nants, to learn the

art of fliip building. Thefe were fent for, and on
Mr. Roberts promifing, that if he could find no
other method of returning to Europe, he would ibt

them on fhore near the place of their birth on the

coaft of Africa, they joyfully agreed to make fon>e

alterations, which it was thought would render

the boat more^ commodious ; and there being no
timber at St. Philip's large enough for that purpofe,

they confented to return with him to St. John's,

Captain Thome alfo prevailed on a fmith to go
with them, in order to lend his afliftance. Befides

thefe, Mr. Roberts took in fome palTengers, who
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paid him 10 cotton cloths for their paflage, fuch

as they wear to cover them trom head to foot, and
of this cloth he made a forefaii.

The Ifland of St. Philip, alfo called the Ifland

of Fogo, or Fire, is about feven leagues from St.

John's ; it is fituated in 15^. 20'. north latitude,

a^nd 6". 54'. weft from Cape de Verd, and received

its name from its being difcovered by the Portu-

guefe on the hrft of May, the feaft of St. Philip

and James. It is much higher than any other of

the Capede Verd lilands, and appears like a con-

tinued mountain up to the top. In failing by it

no valleys are to be feen, they feeming only gut-

ters made by the ftreams of rain running down the

mountain ; but when a man is on fhore, and in

one of thefe gutters, he finds that they are deep

valleys, and that their banks are high mountains.

The Peak is a terrible volcano, which cafts forth

rocks of an amazing fize to a vaft height : thefe

make fuch a noife by their fall, and their breaking

and rolling down, that our author has heard them
in calm weather at eight or nine leagues diftance ;

and when they are blown up, you may hear a re-

port like a great gun, or rather thunder. In the

night-time Mr. Roberts has feen the ftones rolling

down the peak all of a flame ; and he was told by

the inhabitants, that flaming brimftone fometimes

pours from the peak like a torrent of water down
a fteep mountain ; after which they can gather

What quantity they pleafe. Some pieces of it they

fliewed Mr, Roberts ; it is like common brimftone,

but of a much brighter colour, and on'being burnt

gives a much clearer flame. At other times, this

volcano cafts forth fuch a quantity of allies mixed
with cinders, that the adjacent parts are covered,

and fome of the goats fmothered by them.

This ifland has no running brooks, and in fome
places the inhabitants are obliged to go fix or feven

miles for frelh water; yet notwithllanding this.
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it produces great quantities of pompions, Wat^r-^

melons, fefhoons, and maize, but no bananas and
plantains, and hardly any fruit-trees, except wild
figs : however, in fome of their gardens they have
guava trees, oranges, lemons and limes. They
have alfo fome good vineyards, of which a fmall

quantity of wine is made ; but it is generally all

drank before it has done fermenting.

The ifland was originally inhabited by the
Portuguefe, to whom the king gave the land.

Thefe brought negroe flaves with them, and Hock-
ed the country with cows, affes, horfes, and hogs;
the king fending goats, which run wild on the
mountains. Hence the profit of their fkins is re-

ferved to the crown ; and he who has the manage-
ment of this revenue is called captain of the moun-
tains, none daring to kill any of them without
his licence. It is cuftomary here, and at all the
other iflands, for every perfon at his death to give
freedom to his blacks, Thefe are now the princi-

pal inhabitants, there being a hundred negroes
on the ifland to one of the whites. They make
cotton cloths for clothing, and breed mules which
they fell to other nations. All the inhabitants are

Roman Catholics, but mingle with that religion

fome Pagan fuperftitions. Moft of the whites live

with the governor in the town of St. Philip, and
have at the fame time country houfes on that part

oftheir eftates which they keep in their own hands,

and manage by their flaves. Thefe fupply them
with food, and the rents of the plantations let to

the blacks are paid to them in cotton cloth.

The day after Mr. Roberts left this ifland he
landed at St. John's, to the great faitsfadlion of all

the paliengers, as well as the natives of that ifland,

and efpecially thofe who accompanied him in the

voyage ; thefe did not fail to brag of it, more
perhaps than an Englifli raw failor would of his

firft voyage to the Eail- Indies. Mr, Roberts met
2
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With the fame kind of behaviour from the gover-

nor and people as before ; and the negroe carpen*

ters being fet to work, every one endeavoured to

aliift them.

In about two months the boat was completed
and rendered ftronger and more commodious than

before. Captain Thome had by that time finifhed

his bufmefs there, and therefore Mr. Roberts fet

fail with him, together with three inhabitants of

St. Philip's, and the two carpenters ; and having

fet them on Ihore on the laft mentioned ifland,

failed to St. Jago. He afterwards traded for fome
ti'nle with the different iflands, carrying provifions

to Mayo, where the people fufFered greatly by
famine, and loading there and at Bona Villa with

felt : till at length being at St. Nicholas's, his boat

AVhile he was on lliore, was ftaved to pieces on
the rocks. He, however, met with very kind
treatment from the inhabitants, and fold the

pieces of the boat that were faved for twelve

dollars.

While Mr. Roberts was there, an Englifh vefTel

arrivedj commanded by Mr. Harfoot, who pro-

pofed to trade among the iflands for cloths, and
theti to proceed to Barbadoes. At that gentleman's

defire, our author confented to affift him in his

trade ; and, in return, he Very readily agreed to

give him and his little bo3^ who attended him from
ifland to ifland, their palfage. Having weighed
from thence, they proceeded to Bona Villa, from
thence to Mayo, and then fleered to Porto Praya in

the ifland of St. Jago, where they found an Englifli

ihip freighted by the Portuguefe merchants, which
had come laden with flaves, wax, and elephants

teeth from the coalt of Guinea ; but had buried

the greateft part of her crew, and was bound to

Lifbon. This velT'el, befides being weakly manned^
was in a very crazy condition ; whence Mr. Dureil,

the captain, who had jufl: recovered from adange-
VOL. III. 3 P
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rous fit of ficknefs^ was very folicitous to perfuade
Mr. Ploberts to fail with him, and affift him in

taking care of the fliip ; and to this Mr. Roberts
confented.

The Cape de Verd Ifiands being firft difcovered
and peopled by the Portuguefe, were divided
among the nobility of that kingdom, except St.

Jago's and St. Philip'S;, which are governed by^
men appointed by the king, who are generally

Portuguefe born, efpecially the former, who has
the title of general governor of all the Cape de
Verd Iflands, and the coaft of Guinea, from
the river Senegal to Sierra Leona. The lords

put a Itock of cows and goats on their refpeclive

ifiands ; and he who is conftituted the lord's

fteward is called governor by the natives. Though
his Portuguefe majefty has made St. Jago the
clearing port for all that part of the coaft of

Guinea within the above limits, there are no
fortifications on any of the ifiands, except the

latter and St. Philip's, and none of them are

of any ftrength, except at the city of St. Jago,
and thefe are only defended by the natives.

The ifiand of St. Jago, or St. James, which
took its name from its being difcovered on the

I ft of May, the feftival of that faint, is fituated

in i^°. north latitude, and 6°. 5'. longitude

from Cape de Verd, and was not only the firft

of thefe ifiands inhabited by the Portuguefe, but
is the largeit and moft fruitful of them all. The
inhabitants, who are about three whites to forty

biacks, pay no tax to the crown. This ifiand has

plenty of water, and many valleys ; and as it

affords good pofiure, it abounds with cows, flieep,

hogs, goats, horfes, alles, and variety of fowl,

it aifo produces oranges, lemons, pine-apples,

bananas, tamarinds, cocoa-nuts, plantains, pom-
pious, water and mulk melons, mandyokes, fugar-

canes, and grapeSj though they are not allowed
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to make wine. The capital of the ifland is Ribeira

Grande, where the governor, oviodorc, and bilhop

refide. Here alfo is a monaltery, which is adoi'ned

with a large garden, and affords the fincll profpcc^

of any building about the city, except the cathe-

dral. Molt of the priefts among thele iOands, as

alfo thofe fent to Guinea, are negroes. There are

four other towns in the ifland, which are St. Jago,
St. Domingo, St- Domingo Abaccu, and Praya

;

thelaft of which is the moil noted port in the ifland.

Bona Vifl;a, or Good Sight, fo named from its

being the firft of the Cape de Verd Iflands dif-

covered by the Portuguefe, is fituated in i6*^. lo'.

north latitude, and in 5*^. 14'. wefl; longitude from
Cape de Verd. The ifland is mofliy lovv' land, with

fome rocky mountains and fandy hills. It produces
great quantities of indigo, and more cotton than all

the Cape de Verd Iflaads befides, yet there is not
one of them where there are fewer cotton cloths to

be fold : for the inhabitants will neither gather the

cotton till a fliip is arrived to buy it : nor will the

women fpin it till they want it. When our author
was there, mofl; of the cattle had died by a famine

;

the natives had, however, tame goats, and lived

on their milk ; they alfo fed on fifli and turtlc.

And the Englifh, who often came there to take in

a lading of fait, hired afTes and men to bring down
the fait to the fea ; for which they paid them in

bifcuit, ilour, or old cloches. They ufed alfo to

have a pretty good trade for horfes and ailes, which
are the beft of all that are upon the Cape de Verd
Iflands. Raw (ilk is much coveted hy them, for

working the bofonis of their ihirts, ihil'ts, caps,

and women's waificoats.

The men generally wear the European drefs, and
mofl: of them have iliits of clothes bought of the

Englifli, and have learnt to make cotton cloths to

imitate the Eui-o'pean fafliion. The women wear

p.ne, two, or three cotton cloths vvrapp.:d about
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them like petticoats, and tied on with a girdle

above the hips, and fometimes without a girdle.

Their ihifts are made like a man's fhirfe, but fa

Ihort as not to reach the girdle : the vvaiftbands,

collar, and neck of the young people offome rank,

are wrought in figures, with needle-work of filk in

ieveral colours: but the old and the poor have

theirs worked with blue cotton thread. Over their

ihifts they wear a waiftcoat, with fieeves to button

at the arms, not above four inches deep in the

back part, but long enough before to tie with

firings under their breafts. Over all they wear a

cotton cloth in the manner of a mantle: thofe of

the married women are generally blue, and the-

darker the colour, the richer it is reckoned ; but

the maidens, and gay young wives or widows, v^ear

blue and white, fome fpotted and fome figured.

They however rather chufe, if they can get them,

linen handkerchiefs wrought on the edges, and
fomctimes only on the corners, with red, green,

and blue lilk ; the iirft being the colour they mofi:

admire. They wear neither fnoes nor ftockings,

except on holydays ; and, indeed, at other times

the women generally wear only a fniall cotton

cloth wrapped round their waift, and the men a

ragged pair of breeches ; to which if there be but
a waiftband, and a piece hanging to it before to

hide what modefty teaches them to conceal, they

thipk it fufficient. The people of Bona Vifl:a are-

fond of the Englifh, and moft of them can fpeak

a little of the Englifh language.

The Ifle of Sal, which is the windermoft of all

the Cape de Verd Iflands, lies in 17**. north lati-

tude, and in 5*^. 18'. weft longitude, from the

Cape de Verd. It is moflly low land, having only

five hills. This if'and formerly abounded with

goats, cows, and affes, but was deferted for want
of rain. There are abundance of land crabs about
the iiiand, and the Tea abounds with many forts of

fiih.
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The ifle of Mayo, or May, took its name from
its being difcovered on the firft of that month.
There grows on this illand, as well as on moft of

the others, and particularly at Bona Vifta, a kind

of vegetable (lone, which ihoots in ftcms, and
forms fomething like the head of a coHiflower.

It is extremely porous, and of a greyifh colour.

The inhabitants, who amount to about 200, are

not fo well affe6led to the Englifh as thole oF Bo-

na Vifta ; but they have more cows, and thefe

are generally the beft and fatteft on the Cape de

Verd illands : they have alfo moft of them goats.

They have more cotton than they can ufe, but are

fo lazy, that half of it is loft for want of gather-

ing. Their habits are almoft the fame as thofe of

Bona Vifta ; but few of them wear their Ihirts

and waiftcoats ftitched in colours. The illand af-

fords fifti, turtle, and wild fowl.

The ifland of St. Nicholas is the longeft of all

the Cape de Verd iflands, except St. Jago, and is

fituated in 16'^, 45'. north lat. and 6°. 52'. weft

long from Cape de Verd. The ifland is moftly

high land. It is fruitful in maize, and produces

the beft feftioons in all thefe iflands, as likewife

plantains, bananas, pompions, water and mulk
melons, oranges, lemons, limes, and fome fugar

canes; The inhabitants have vineyards, of which

they make a tartifli fort of wine. There is here

likewife the dragon tree, from which flov*fs gum
dragon. The natives make the beft cloths and
cotton quilts of all the iflands : thefe are too good
for the Guinea trade, but fit for that of BraiiL

They make them up into clothes as neatly as our

common country taylors, and will make buttons

to imitate almoft any pattern you ihew them :

they knit cotton ftockings, tan cow-hides and
goat-lkins, and make tolerable good Ihoes. Thefe

women are by far the moft houfcwifely and inge,-

nious with their needles of any of the iflands ;
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and fhe who dees not appear with a worfted cap,

like thofe worn at Bona Villa, is thought very-

idle. The town of St. Nicholas is the moll com-
pact: and populous of any on all theiflands, though
it is' not fo large as the city oi' St. Jago ; but the

houies, and even the church, are only covered
wii'h grafs thatch. The inhabitants are the only
people of the iilands who build boats, with which
they filh, and catch turtle. They have a number
of horfes, and there are few famines that have not
a Hock of hogs and fowls. 1 he people ipeak the

beft Portuguefe, and are the exacfeit roman ca-

tholics of any in the iilands.

The ifie of Branca is only a high fteep rock^

where the St. Nicholas men come to catch iilli.

St. Lucia is about three or four leagues to the

weftward of St. Nicholas; it has fome goats and
alfes, but neither inhabitants nor water.

St. Vinceni: is alfo uninhabited, but on the
north-wefl fide is a good bay, called Porto Grande,
where fliipb may have both wood and water, and
alio wild goats for taking the pains to fhoot them.
Here alfo are many afTes, and as great a plenty of

nitj'e as in the iiland of St. John. There are more
turtle and ilih caught at this ifiand, than at all the

other Cape de Verd Iflands.

The Illandof St. Antonio is fituated in 17*^. 19'.

north latitude, and 8*^- 2'. weft longitude, from
Cape de Verd. It is little inferi£aMn height to St.

Philip's, and confidering the loftinefs of the moun-
tains, and the lownefs of the valleys, it contains

as much ground as St. Jago. it has many brooks
of frefh water, that render the valleys through
which they run as fertile as any of the Cape de
Verd Iflands in maize, bananas, plantains, pompi-
ons, mulk and v/ater-melons, oranges, lemons,

limes, and guavas ; and has the greateft plenty of

wine ; but it is the worft and cheapeft of all the

iilands. The inhabitants have a large ftock qf
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COWS, hogs, and afTcs. The mountahis abound
with goats, and on one of them is found a ftone,

called by the natives a topaz; but whether it be

the true topaz or not, Mr. Roberts acknowledges
that he was not a judge. In this ifland are likcwife

produced great- quantities of gum dragon, and
abundance of indigo, which is cultivated here with

great care, as are alio large plantations of co*:ton-

The natives are alnioft as innocent and humane as

thofe of St. John's. There are computed to be

2500 fouls on the ifland, four-fifths of which number
are made up by the (laves ; who, like the free ne-

groes, have plantations, houfes, and wives; and
they cultivate fome of the beil places for cotton^,

indigo, &c. which are all worked up by thefe

flaves, and managed by a lieward placed there hy
a Portuguefe marquis, who is proprietor of the

ifland.

It is now time to return to the voyage. Mr.
Roberts fet fail with Capt. Durell ; but they had
hardly left St. Jago, when the leaks they had at-

tempted to flop at that ifland broke out afrefii, and

were continually increaling; to add to this mif-

fortune, the crew were a fet of the moft profligate

fellows, that would fcarcely fubmit to the leall: dif-

cipline, or obey any orders. Being in danger of

finking, and the trade winds not permitting them
to return to the Cape de Verd Iflands, it was at lall

refolved to fteer to Barbadocs, and that ifland they

happily reached, entering Carlifle Bay on Chrift-

mas-day, 1724, where tlie veilel being hove down,
was (heathed. They llaid about three months in

that ifland, and then failed to Lifbon, when Mr.
Roberts took the iirll opportunity of a pailagc to

London, where he arrived in the latter end of

June, 1725.

END OF THE THIRD VOLUME.
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