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SAPPHO. '3

TaE name of Sappho is almost identical in the mind with the word
Poetess. Hundreds of women have written verse ; but of the very
few women who have attairfed the renown of living to posterity
a3 worthy to bear the honoured title of poetess, Sappho ranks pre-
| eminent. She stands at the head of that select sisterhood privi-
leged to take place among those upon whom Wordsworth invokes

[ divine favour:

‘ Blessings be with them—and eternal praise,
Who gave us nobler loves and nobler cares,——
The Poets, who on earth have made us heirs
Of truth and pure delight, by heavenly lays ”

Raphael, prince of painters, has given Sappho a conspicuous posi-
tion in his picture of “ Mount Parnassus :"—She is seated on the left-
hand front ; her beautiful plain face looking up in eager intelli-
gence towards a group of Earth’s greatest poets. It was a piece
of fine taste in Raphael, thus placing the woman-poet as it were
at the foot of those grand men, with her eyes turned in sympa-
thetic spirit up among them.

To Sappho was awarded the exalted distinction of being called
2 .






















LT SAPPHO.

accusd :,f secking to debase them. Either wounded by these,
injurious calumnics, or,—as some accounts say,—owing to political
canzes, (being. accused Ly her enemies of complicity with Alesus
in & conspiracy against Pittacus, the governor of Mitylene,) she
retircd for a time into Sicily. Ilere the friendship between
herclf and Anacreon, alluded to by Iermesianax, was sapposed to
have been formed; hut Athenweus maintains that the elegiast was
mi=taken in Lelieving that Sappho entertained any preference for
Anaercon, rince, u8 he asserts, Sappho lived during the time when
Alyattes, father to Craesus, reigned; and Anacreon during that
of Cyrus und Polyerates. The well'known rivalry in poetical
comparition which subsisted hetween Alezus and Sappho, each
being held by their respective partisans to excel the other in
terit, wcemm fo preclude the idea of her being engaged with him
in uny confederney or plot.  Indeed, so much malice mingles with
mot, that 35 recorded of Sappho, and so much confusion has arisen
from her bearing the same name with a woman of entirely
oppursite charncter, that it is difficult to arrive at a correct account
of her life,  Unfortunately, too, her poems, which obtained her so
wide arenown, are little hetter known to us.  Few of them have
reached our time; though the majority of her compositions were
extunt, in the age of Horace. They are said to have consisted of nine
hooks, contuining a varicty of odes, hymns, epithalamia, elegies,
epigrums, and other poems,  Ahymn to Venus, an ode to a friend,
and sundry hrief fragments, are all that now remain to prove how
truly Suppho deserved the admiration hestowed upon her by her
contemporaries, and by the writers of antiquity. But these few
productions afford sufficient proof of excellence to justify the
nwurd of judges who were acquainted with the rest of her works,
Feeling, warmth of expression, elegance of diction, felicity of
measure, are to be traced in such excellence as to warrant her

»
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18 SAPPHO.

Cloud my moist eyes; I hear but murmur'd sigh;

I melt, I languish ; hot thrillings in my veins

Fleet through; I pale, I throb, my breathing pains
And fails me;—I die.”]

Clotilde de Surville may justly be called the French Sappho,
for that intense glow and passionate earnestness which pervade
her beautiful verses. The poem to her husband, Bérenger,—a
young knight who fought under Charles VII. in the wars against
England and Burgundy,—breathes the very soul of conjugal
fervour; and the stanzas to her first-born, are instinct with the
rapturous delight of a young and proudly happy mother. A
little roundel; graced by the most playful and womanly spirit,—
half coy, half tender, and wholly charming,—may well be cited
here, in an account of Sappho, the love-poetess. The roundel is
Caddressed to Clotilde’s favourite friend, Rocca, and tells of a
certain stolen kiss, It is headed :—

RoxpvrL A MA povLcE MYE Rocca,

8ur cc que vinet ung soir le bel amy bayzer ine desrober & la fontaine.
1422,
Qu'au cler de lune ay déduict, se me voy
Sculette ¢z bords d’ung crystal de fontaine !
Ung roir y vint mon espoulx et mon roy;
Bayzer m'’y prist: ne le sentys qu’ & payne,
Kt sy pourtant fus-je toute en es moy.

Mo courrouciay : n’avoit encor ma foy,
(Si bien mon coour, car I'cust de prime aubaine;)
Oncques n’ozions nous dire Tu ny Toy,

Qu’au cler de lune.

‘Done me faschay ; puys, comme il se tint coy,

Luy pardonnay; sur cedict: “ O ma rayne!

“ N'en coustoit plus d’en prendre une vingtaine,

“ Se l'avoy sceu !"—Fayz donc, amy : pourquoy

M'as veu de nuict ; n’est tant la faute & moy,
Qu’au cler de lune.




SAPPHO. 19

[RouxDEL, TO MY s’m-:r FRIEND, Rocca;

On the handsome lover coming one evening and stealing a kiss from me at the
fountain. '

1422,
How gladly, by moonlight, I find me alone
By the brink of a fountain’s bright crystalline. glass !
One eve came my husband, my king, and my own ;—

A soft kiss he snatch’d; I felt it scarce pass,
Yet it flutter’d me, ere it was gone.

I pretended to pout :—he wasn’t then mine ;
(Yet my heart was fast his, from the very first dawn ;)
Nor then did we venture to say, “ Thou and Thine,”

But by light of the moon.

So, I pouted ! taen as he kept still

I forgave him —he said : “ O my queen!

“T might have ta’en twenty—and twenty I will,—

“ Had I known !"—Take them sweetheart ; thou’st seen
Me by night time ;—the fault’s not my ill,

But the light of the moon.]

A short poem, attributed to Sappho, has been rendered into

Engliéh verse by one who is worthy to be called a sister poetess.
She who (if it were only for those exquisite forty-three sonnets of
Shakesperian style ;—for the tender pathos of her “ Caterina and
Camoens;” and for the condensed passion of that grand little
poem, “ A year’s spinning,”—a world of emotion in seven stanzas—)
richly deserves the title of our modern Sappho,—Elizabeth Bar-
rett Browning, has given us the opportunity of reading this grace-
fil lyric, believed to have been written by the famed Lesbian.
There is a Grecian zest, and flush of beauty in the lines, which
akes us feel it properly ascribed to Sappho.






















































LUCRETIA. 33

scrupulons modesty in the very last act of her dying moments.
The old Saxon poet tells it in his own quaintly simple style :—

“ But privily she caughten forth a knife,
And therewithal she reft herself of lifo,
And as she fell adown, she cast her look,
And of her clothés yet good heed she took ;
For in her falling, yet she hadea care,
Lest that her fect or suché things lay bare ;—
So well she lovdd cleanness, and eke truth.”

Chaucer’s description of her manner when faltering out the
terrible revelation she has to make to her husband and friends,
forms also a graceful parallel with Ovid’s diction; but, as usual,
Shakespeare transcends them all, in his wording of the circum-
stance. The pathos, the delicacy, the bashful reluctance, the wifely
and impassioned regret for his sake, which Shakespeare has thrown
into Lucretia’s speech to Collatinus are completely his own.

¢ And now this pale swan in her watery nest
Begins the sad dirge of her certain ending :
(Few words), quoth she, shall fit the trespass best,
Where no excuse can give the fault amending:
In me more wocs than words are now depending,
And my laments would be drawn out too long,
To tell them all with one poor tired tongue.

Then, be tliis all the task it hath to say :

Dear husband, in the interest of thy bed

A stranger came, and on that pillow lay

Where thou wast wont to rest thy weary head ;
And what wrong clse may be imagined ’
By foul enforcement might be done to me,

From that, alas! thy Lucrcce is not free.”

. In this early poem of the great dramatist, he faintly antici-
pated some of those exquisite touches which afterwards shone forth

with such refulgence in his glorious play of Cymbeline. We are
5
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LUCRETIA. 35

The two stanzas pourtraying Lucretia as she lies asleep, so
beautifully prefigure the similar passage describing Imogen, that
the poet himself seems reminded of his own former-written picture ;
for he makes the Italian Iachimo commence the lovely speech
with these words :—

“ Our Tarquin thu
Did softly press the rushes, ere he waken'd
The chastity he wounded.—Cytl’erea,
How bravely thou becom’st thy bed ! fresh lily,
And whiter than the sheets! That I might touch!
But kiss; one kiss —Rubies unparagon’d
How dearly they do’t !—'Tis her breathing that
Perfumes the chamber thus: the flame o’ the taper
Bows toward her, and would under-peep her lids
To see the enclosed lights, now canopied
Under these windows; white and azure, lac’d
With blue of heaven’s own tinct.”

And here is Lucretia :—

Her lily hand her rosy cheek lies under,
Cozening the pillow of a lawful kiss,

‘Who, therefore angry, seems to partin sunder
Swelling on either side to want his bliss,
Between whose hills her head intombed is;
Where, like a virtuous monument, she lies,

To be admir’d of lewd unhallowed eyes.

Without the bed her other fair hand was,

On the green coverlet; whose perfect white
Show’d like an April daisy on the grass,

With pearly sweat, resembling dew of night.

Her eyes, like marigolds, had sheath’d their light,
And canopied in darkness sweetly lay,

Till they might open to adorn the day.

The subject has inspired Ovid with a delicacy of description
unusual to him. Those passages in which he describes Lucretia’s
personal demeanour, are signalized by refined beauty and grace of
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40 LUCRETIA.

own ; and posterity has no right to judge this noble-spirited woman
less candidly than those manly hearts who knew, loved, trusted,
and lost her.

To sully the glory of Lucretia with scurril insinuations, 1s to act
the Tarquin by her memory. Lucretia ought not to be despoiled
of the radiant crown of chastity which encircles her white brow
in the thoughts of succeeding generations.















ASPASTIA.

THE great characteristic of Aspasia was intellect. Her powers of
mind permitted her to take rank among men; and she used her
qualities of womanhood but as a means to bring her into men’s
companionship. She lived among men, she thought with men;
she was a man herself, in every particular but those attractions of
her sex which gave her additional influence in winning men to
share their intellect, their confidence, and their liking with her.
At a time when much social license prevailed in the ties ap-
pointed to sanctify the intercourse between men and women, and
when, also, much social injustice prevailed in the legal disabilities
to which foreign-horn women were subject in Athens, it is hardly
to be wondered at, if considerable latitude in morals obtained
among the women of that period. A native of Ionia, Aspasia par-
took of the soft Asiatic temperament; which, blended with her
virile mind, made her view with masculine indifference those re-
straints of inclination which generally form an integral part of
womanhood. Iler youth was as devoid of strictness as that of
the many young men, whose early conduct is leniently spoken of
e+ folly, indiscreet fondness for pleasure, and “sowing wild oats.”
Aspasia was born in the city of Miletus; and was the daugh-

ter of Axiochus. The year of her birth is not recorded, hut it
6
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"CLEOPATRA.

LEOPATRA Was the grandest coquette that ever lived. Camsars
ere her fit slaves, for she had imperial powers of captivation.
he was a gorgeous personification of feminine fascination,—of be-
itching womanhood in regal magnificence. She used her female
'aces as enhancements to her queenly state; and made her power
[ pleasing, a crown to her royal power. Shewas born a princess,
figned a queen, won an emperor, swayed a hero, and defeated a
onqueror ; while her personal blandishments live, in the imagina-
lon of posterity, as far outweighing the facts of her fortune. We
bink of her as the queen of enslavers, more than as queen of
Zypt. She stands conspicuous to fancy in might of allurement.
The story of her life tells the tale of her supremacy in the art
f subduing. She was born about the year 69 B. C., and was the
aughter of Ptolemy Auletes, king of Egypt, by whose will she
0d her elder brother were appointed joint successors to the
Town. This partnership in reigning led to endless dissensions,
vhich at leI;gth resulted in such fraternal tyranny that Cleopatra
helQ herself aloof until she could effectually make good her claim
to an equal share of regal power, and establish herself firmly on
the throne. Hearing that Julius Ceesar had come to Alexandria,
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%0 CLEOPATRA.

patra with them to meet him. To welcome her, he heaped gifts
of royal deminion ; adding to the territories she already possessed,
the provinees of Phanieia, and of lower Syria, the Isle of Cypru,
a great portion of Cilicia, and part of Arabia. These gifts much
«ispleased the Romans; but even his profuse donations to her, did
1ot 50 greatly offend them, as the immeasurable honours he paid
Ler.  Cleopatra having hrought him twins, a son and a daughter,
Mare Antony surnamed them the Sun, and the Moon. At asubse
quent period, he cansed a silver tribunal to be erected in the public
square, with two chairs of gold for their own children, and for
Ciesarion, lier son by Julius Cresar; while he proclaimed their
several appointed monarchies.  Cleopatra not only wore upon that
oceasion, bt on all oceasions when she appeared in public, the

attires of the goddess Isis, and gave audience to her suljects asIsis
in person.  When Cleopatra was in Athens, being jealous of the
Lonours which Octavia had received in that city, she sought to
ingratiate herself with the Athenians, by showering gifts npon
them.  They, in return, awarded her high distinctions; and ap-
]ointing certain embassadors to carry the decree to her, Antonios,
as a citizen of Athens, headed the deputation, and made an oration
to her on behalf of the city.  Antony was ever foremost in offerin
her extravagance of homage. The open court he paid her,—pro-
dizal as it was—lormed only the sincere expression of the feeling=
he cherished for her.  She was the idol of his existence: with her™
he was wrapt in joyful fruition; away from her, he flagged un—
satisfied, restless, and but half himself.  In Armenia, heis described
awaiting at a place on the coast Cleopatra’s arrival ;—* And be-
cause she tarried longer than he would have had her, he pined
away for¢love and sorrow; so that he was at such a strait that
Le wist not what to do, and thercfore to wear it out, he gave him-
gelf to quaffing and feasting. But- he was so drowned with the
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cowest into the presence of the sainted old man, repeat to him
the words I have suil unto thee: he will purify thee, and robe

































SAINT CECILIA. ' 111

Our joys below it can improve,
And antedate the bliss above.
This the divine Cecilia found,
And to her Maker's preise confin'd the sound.
When the fall organ joins the tunefal quire,
Th’ immortal pow'rs incline their ear:
Borne on the swelling notes, our souls aspire
While solemn airs improve the sacred fire;
And angels lean from Heav'n to hear
Of Orpheus now no more let poets tell,
To bright Cecilia greater pow'r is giv'n
His numbers rais'd a shade from hell,
Her’s lift the soul to Heav'n.”

And lastly, Congreve's; courtly, polished,—almost as bowingly
.t as one of his own comedy fine gentlemen. We seem to see
Pheebus, in embroidered coat and ruffles—like Mirabell or Bell-
r, at the feet of Millamant or Belinda—laying his harp and
laurels at the feet of Saint Cecilia, in the hoop-petticoat and
dered head-dress of Mrs. Bracegirdle:—

4 Cecilia comes, with holy rapture fill'd,
To ease the world of care.
Cecilia, more than all the Muses skill'd,
Phebus himself to her must yield, .
And at her feet lay down
His golden harp and laurel crown ;
The soft enervate lyre is drown'd
In the deep organ’s more majestic sound.
In peals the swelling notes ascend the skies ;
Perpetual breath the swelling notes supplies,
And lasting as her name
Who form'd the tuneful frame,
Th’ immortal music never dies.”

saint Cecilia forms a blended impersonation of Christian faith,
ne music and feminine purity.
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HELOISE.

1arpLY could a finer exemplar of the principle of self-abnegation
»e pointed out than Heloise. She formed an embodiment of that
renerous passion of love which prefers the honour of the beloved
bject to its own. That noble affection which lives and has its
weath in the welfire of another—the chosen one. That affection
vhose ambition is exalted,—for it seeks the glory of another self,
nstead of self-aggrandizement; whose aspirations are all disinter-
sted, having for aim the advantage of the beloved one, forgetful of
personal distinction. Peculiarly a womanly affection, —content to
merge all considerations of individual fame (even womanhood’s
fame itself) in that of the man preferred, proud of his renown,
aad humbly willing te remain obscure, and even defamed for his
sake,

Her tragical history may be gathered from the celebrated
* Letters” written by Abelard, and herself, which fortunately time
1as preserved ; thus enabling us to trace, almost in autobiograph-
cal form (the incidents of the story in his, the inner cssence, its
ruth of respective character in hers), the private particulars of
'wo Leings who played so couspicuous a part in the World’s great
Drama, seven centuries since. In Abelard's letter, which was
Mdressed to a friend, who had suffered severe misfortune, and
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LAURA.

Ix the world’s thought, Laura sits enshrined as a Poet’s Idol.
Hers was the happiness of swaying a poet’s thoughts to highest
beauty of expression ; of influencing his feelings to loftiest senti-
ment. She elevated his intellectual faculty; and ennobled his
desires—one of the choicest felicities that can befal a woman. She
had the rare privilege of exciting a passion warm as it was regard-
ful, constant as it was strong, exalted as it was profound. She had
the honour of inspiring an affection in one of the most admirable
of men, and of enjoying the renown which his genius and his at-
tachment conferred upon her, without a shadow of suspicion fall-
ing upon her own fair repute; while she possessed the power of
tempering the ardour that glowed in her lover’s veins with a feel-
ing of honouring esteem which held them both to virtue, and ob-,
tained for them virtue's rewards—self-respect and the homage of
mankind.

Laura embodies our idea of a perfect lady. She was essen-
tially a lady in character, being gentle, refined, discreet, modest, and
virtuous; a lady in manner—benignant, courteous, and blandly
dignified ; a lady in habit—accustomed to move in distinguished

society with ease and grace; and a lady by alliance, as well as by
- 19




















































































VALENTINE DE MILAN.

VALENTINA Viscontr, otherwise known as Valentine de Milan, was
a beautiful instance of womanly purity and virtue, preserved amid
the most vicious environments. Her girlhood in Italy, and her
wifehood in France, were passed among scenes of grossness and
ferocity incredible to us, who live in more civilized times. Her
father, Giovanni Galeazzo Visconti, was the first of his house who
held the title of Duke of Milan. In his earlier years, he bore some
resemblance to Shakespeare's “ Duke of Milan,"—Prospero—for
Giovanni Galeazzo was addicted to study, and

“ Neglected worldly ends, all dedicate
To closeness, and the bettering of his mind.”

But subsequently he gave himself up to far other pursuits;
exchanging the tranquil delights of learning for the turmoils and
cruelties of ambition.

From infancy, he showed so much perspicacity, so much di¢-
position for silence, and so precocious a judgment, that it was long
believed so clever a child would not live to reach manhood. The
taste for knowledge, which he at such tender age had evinced, did
not forsake him to the end of life; but it remained a taste, and
was no longer an avocation, when the thirst for rule seized him.
In youth, the pleasures of study rendered him insensible to the







































184 VALENTINE DE MILAN.
“Rien ne m’est plus;
Plus ne m'est rien.”
[ Fo;.- me naught inmooforth;
Henoeforth naught to me.”]

The hereditary rights of Valentina, in the Milanese territory,
subsequently became an occasion for those wars in Italy which two
of the kings of France—both grandsons of hers, Louis XIL and
Francis L—carried on there. She, who was one of the most for
bearing of women, to be made the source of an aggressive warfire*
upon her native country, seems like & posthumous injury to her
gentle nature. The character of Valentina stands forth in the
centre of the discord and licence that surrounded her, like a pure

statue of white marble in a city given up to the bloodshed and
rapine of conquering soldiery.
















JOAN D’ARC.

Froot the surging populace of great cities, even from the glittering
swarm of palaces, may come military heroes and managers of the
state—mere fighters and schemers; but from the thoughtful quiet
and sweet shadow of humble rural life come oftenest the leaders
and deliverers of the people, and they for whom wait the divine
agonies and sombre triumphs of martyrdom. It is by communing
with God, more than with man, that they learn the true grandeur
of humanity and the sacredness of human liberty. Itis by “nour-
ishing a youth sublime” on the simple elements of nature, on the
healthful calm of solitude, far away from the belittling follies and
degrading passions of the world, that the soul elect to redeem, or
to expiate, takes to itself the fiery forces of the hero and the
grand sustaining faith of the martyr.

The unobstructed sight of earth and sky—the dewy sweetness
and reverent stillness of early dawn—the unveiled glories of mid-
day, the pomp of sunset, the majesty of night—sun and storm, the
freedom of winds, the strength of torrents, all minister to them con-
tinually, in silent, subtle ways. Even the flowers of the ficld,
brightening lonely places with their prodigal yet beneficent lives,

and the trees of the forest, blessing earth with liberal shade,
T 24








































































MARGARET OF ANJOT.

o wandering princess of poetic fiction ever sustained more strangely
wied chances during the course of her career than Margaret of
njou. Her fitful periods of happiness and prosperity were bright

they were brief ; while the magnitude of reverse she experienced,

“ Downright violence and storm of fortunes
May trumpet to the world.”

From her very birth, she entered upon this extraordinary
lending of the most brilliant circumstances with the most calami-
»us events, which attended her through life, chequering her exist-
1ce with alternate bursts of sunshine, and long dreary watches of
eepest midnight, until death and the grave put their final shadows
*ound her tempest-tost body, opening a prospect of endless light
» her soaring spirit. '

Her father, René of Anjou, had claims to a long train of titles ;
eing the second son of Louis I, King of Sicily and Jerusalem,
'uke of Calabria and Anjou, and Count of Provence. But his
tular dignities brought him more harass than honour, and more
Iversity than advantage. Her mother was Isabella, heiress of Lor-
ine; a direct descendant of the renowned Charlemagne, and a
incess endowed with virtue, eloquence, and beauty. But with














































































































































































ISABELLA OF CASTILE. 261

atures; yet her fine understanding allowed full weight to national
2eling, popular preference, and public opinion. She was so much
2 advance of her age,-that the manner in which she made
wublic opinion a main guide of her actions, while preserving the
ategrity of her own faith and principle, anticipated the wisdom
rith which sovereign power is now controuled by this mighty
lement. Isabella possessed foresight, tolerance, prudence, and
renevolence ; and wherever those virtuesfailed to operate actively,
b was because they were restrained by an influence to which shé
delded her own will. Meek as she was gifted, her modest self-
aistrust and pious humility rendered her docile to remonstrance
rom her spiritual directors; and advantage was taken of her
everence for religion to obtain her acquiescence in deeds of higotry
1d persecution performed in its sacred name, which were the only
vlots on her otherwise unblemished career.

Her reign exists a period of glory and advancement to Spain ;
er life was a beneficent influence and lasting blessing to her sub-
scts ; and her memory will be cherished, in immortal honour, by
er native country. Isabella of Castile was the model of a virtuous
roman, and arch-admirable queen.












LADY JANE GREY.

Lapy JaxE Grey affords an illustrious instance of youthful erudi-
tion in a lady, hif'h-bo-rh beautiful, and modest. She was of royal
deseent, yet meek and unassuming ; learned, yet simple. She had
neither vanity, prule nor ambition ; although her charms of per-
son, her .acquirements, and' her exalted rank, might, in a young
lady. of weaker mind, have generated all three.

Unfortunately her family connections were not equally free
from these defects: for they were vain of Lady Jane’s beauty,
and.- took advantage of her gentleneii to treat her with severity,
and nltlmately with cruelty: they were proud of her endowments,
yet behaved ‘as if she had neither sense, feeling, nor volition ; and
they made her birth and position a source of their sclfish ambi-
tion, sacrificing her to it without remorse, or even the common
natural affection of kindred.

Lady Jure Grey was horn in 1337, at Droadgate, her father's
~eat in Leicestershire.  She was of the blood-roval of England,
being great grand-danghter to Henry VIL: whose danshter,
Mary, married, first, Louis XIL of France, and sceondly, Charles
Drandon, Duke of Saftolk, by whom she had a danghter, the lady
Francees Brandon, married to Henry Grey, Marquis of Dorset—

Lady Jane Grey's father.

























































282 LADY JANE GREY.

knew sufficiently of the titular degrees in royal succession to be
aware that she had not so valid a birth-right as either Mary or
Elizabeth. It is true that there were not wanting sophistical ob-
jections against their claims, and various attempted impeachments
of their legitimate title to reign: and moreover, her cousin
Edward’s testamentary decree in her favour had doubtless much
weight. DBut still, her own instinct told her that the attempt to
raise her to the throne was wrong; and she should have main
tained the refusal to participate in it, which her pure heart and
judgment prompted her to make.

After all—it is but one kind of admiring tribute to this gifted
young creature, when we thus point out the single approach to
bLlemish in the otherwise speckless character of Lady Jane Grey.
ITer name will always be dear to English hearts;—for although
her fate is a stain in English annals, her womanly gentleness and
modesty, her rare excellence in learning, her holy meekness and
firm piety, are all so many sources of legitimate pride to her
countrymen and countrywomen.

Lady June Grey forms an ideal of youth, beauty, worth and ac-
complishment, that gives to the old, when they think of her, the
sense of possessing an cverliving daughter in immortal Lloom of
promise; and to the young, a feeling of affectionate esteem, as
towards an honoured and beloved sister, of whom Death itselt can-
not deprive them.

T'uller, in his “IIoly State,” epitomizes Lady Jane Grey's de
scription in these words:—*“She had the innocency of childhoal,
the beauty of youth, the solidity of middle, the gravity of old age,
and all at cighteen : the birth of a princess, the learning of a clerk,
the life of a saint, yet the death of a malefactor, for her parents
offtnces.” Ile, in his own original manner adds :—“ Let all great
ladies who bear her name, imitate her virtues, to whom I wish her
inward holiness, but far more outward happiness.”
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808 POCAHONTAS.

he alighted from his horse, he stood not long ere he lost his head,
as the rest had done. This good successe gave ‘such great ex
couragement to the whole armie, that with a guard of six thousand,
three spare horses, before each a Turke's head upon a lance, he
was conducted to the Generall's Pavillion with his presenta
Moyses received both him and them ‘with as much respect as the
occasion deserved, embracing him in his armes, gave him a faire
horse, richly furnished, a semitere and belt, worth three hundred
ducats ; and Meldritch made him Serjeant Major of his regiment.
Sigismundus coming to view his armie, and being made acquainted
with the service Smith had done at Olumpagh, Stowle, Wesenburg,
“and Regall; with great honour gave him three Turke’s heads in -

" . ashield for his armes, by Patent under his hand and seale, with

an oath ever to wear them in his colours, his picture in gould, and
three hundred ducats yearly for a pension.”
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MARIA THERESA. 343

egal woman’s manner set off her high rank, and gave effect to her
istinguished mental qualities,

Maria Theresa was one of those energetic, active-thoughted
romen, whose peculiar characteristics co-exist with the veryere-
erse of a voluptmous temperament. She had none of the weak-
esses incident to impassioned or sensuous natures; but at the
ume time she had few of the generous impulses or warm emotions
‘hich belong to more ardent spirits. She was exempted by her
wn inherent disposition from falling into error; and the model of
irtue that she presented both in- her public and her private con-
act, was a constitutional merit.

Maria Theresa forms a striking picture of an Imperial Woman
f Business.
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858 CATHERINE II.-OF RUSSIA.

awaited her at the altar. The primate placed the imperial er
upon her head, and, with a loud voice, proclaimed her sover
of all the Russias, under the name of Catherine IL; at thes
time declaring the young Grand-duke, Paul, as her successor.
Deum was then chanted, accompanied by the applauses of the
titude. After this ceremony, the empress repaired to the p:
formerly occupied by Elizabeth; when the doors being th
open to all who chose to enter, during many hours the pop
poured in, falling on their knees, and tendering their vo
loyalty and obedience to their sovereign' and empress, Cath
Meanwhile, the conspirators were not inert;—they visited «
quarter of the metropolis, establishing guard, and keeping c:
ready appointed, encountefiug but little opposition. I
George of Holstein, the czar’s uncle, on offering some show «
sistance, was instantly arrested, and conveyed to prison. Or
gle man, named Bressan, who owed his fortune to the em
dared to prove Lis gratitude and fidelity. IIe dressed up’o
his servants as a peasant, and despatched him with a note -
emperor, who had left Oranienbaum for Peterhof.

On arriving at the palace, Catherine had immediately
detachment of soldiers for her son, Paul.  The young prine
seized with a panic at the sight of so many armed men ; for 1
often been told of the designs which the czar, his fathe
formed against bim ; hut Count Panino, his tutor, took the cl
his arms, and conveyed him to his mother. . She carried hin
Ler into the balcony, raising him up in view of the people, w
doubled their acclamations at the sight. The nobles, finding
the current of public feeling ran, were not slow in follow
direction :—they also came, in the course of the day; to tendes
homage to the empress.  Towards noon, ghe put forth a mar
which was distributed throughout the metropolis ; and placed




































370 CATHERINE II. OF RUSSIA.

for both these occupations. The number of her favourites chrop-

icled by name in the memoirs of her time, amount to no fewer tha
twelve; while the numberless officers and courtiers who* were
reported to have been regarded by her with an eye of partiality,
may be summed up in one word,—Legion. N

The way in which Catherine disposed of her discarded favour
ites, is characteristic. They received an order to travel; and on -
arriving at the first stage of their journey, they found munificent
presents awaiting them,—diamonds, plate, money, and an estat
valued at so many serfy’ worth: estates in Russia being estimated
by the amount of peasants—human livestock; so many heads of
(not cattle, but) men and women—upon them. Some of the
anecdotes related of the empress’s favourites, serve to show thesort
of men she approved, as well as to exhibit traits of her own char
acter. One of them, named Zoritz, complained of his sudden
dismissal, and besought a friend in power to elnquire the cause of
Lis imperial mistress.  She answered lightly :— Yesterday I liked
Lim ;—to-day I don’t like him. Perhapsif he were better educated,
I shoul like him still; but his ignorance makes me blush”
[Catherine’s Oluskes /]« Ile can speak nothing but Russian. He
must travel in I'rance and England to learn other languages’
And Zoritz, accordingly, was sent on his travels. Another young
officer, Rimsky ‘Korzakoff; who succeeded Zoritz in imperial liking,
wishing, probably, to profit by the example of his predecessors
defect, was so anxious to supply the deficiency in his mental en-
dowments, of which he was conscious, that he sought to give hin-
self the reputation of a reading man ; and accordingly ordered one
of the first booksellers in Petersburg to fit him up a library; but
when asked what description of hooks he would have, the court-
wilitary-dunce replied :—* You ought to know that better thanl;















s

CATHERINE II. OF RUSSIA. 3%5

light breakfast, eating moderately at dinner, and never indulging
in suppers. So temperate a diet was the more remarkable, in one

" who lived where the richest viands and rarest wines were partaken

of to excess:—but possibly, the very examples she had before her
eyes, served as a warning to a woman of Catherine’s shrewd good

gense.
In order truly to depict her character, particulars have been

~ parrated in the course of this account which otherwise would not
. have been discussed. But it was impossible to give a faithful pic-

ture of Catherine I, and not allude to her moral, or rather.her

" immoral principles. It would have been unjust to a pure and
. noble woman, illustrious, and, morally, a perfect woman, like
: Isabella of Castile—seeing that, as a queen, she combined all

that was finest in virtuous conduct with all that was greatest in
regal accomplishment—not to have represented the Empress
Catherine in her true colours. She was a female sovereign of

even masculine energy of cleverness; but she was masculine in her

views of morality. Catherine IL. of Russia had male favourites as
kings have mistresses; and she would doubtless have asserted her

;, equal claims—having equal power with the kings—to act as they

did: it would therefore be drawing but an imperfect pourtrayal
of her character, were not thls coarse particular adduced, while
recording the talent for state admlmstratlou and for extension of
territorial dominion, which distinguished her; and which rendered
this empress, perhaps, the most eminent monarch that ever occu-

pied the Russian throne.
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MISS NIGHTINGALE. .

vSTEAD of commencing the present subject, like the rest, with a
efinition of the peculiar characteristic embodied by her, as one of
ar World-Noted Women, it might perchance be better to begin
ith an apology for venturing to introduce a living personage at
1 in a book discussing character. It has been justly said by a
slebrated French writer :—“ On doit des égards aux vivants; on
e doit aux morts que la vérité.” [We owe consideration to the
ving; while to the dead, we owe but truth.] Happily, mere .
-uth is the most honouring consideration that can be paid to the
aaracter of Miss Nightingale. The only injustice that could be
one to her merit, would consist in forbearing to state simply and
andidly the facts of her career, or to pass them over in silence;
r no written praise can add honour to the merit of her, who, as
hakespeare says, is— .
% One that excels the quirks of blazoning-pens,

And in the essential vesture of creation
Does bear all excellency.”

‘herefore encomium may be spared, not only out of regard to her
10desty,—for hers are just the kind of virtues which of all others
108t shrink from laudation ;—namely, Philanthropy, Charity, Be-

evolence,—but because their very existence and exercise bespeak
48 :























































































39 29046



4

MISS NIGHTINGALE. 407

In Florence Nightingale all the world glorifies & woman ﬁrho
embodies the principle of devotion, in the widest sense of the
word ; true devoutness to God,—worshipping him by best service,
in benefiting her fellow-mortals; and fervent consecration of her-
self to a high and immortal cause.


















