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IN A JAPANESE GARDEN

practical knowledge of the art requires years of
study and experience, besides a natural, instinctive
sense of beauty — something about the Japanese
manner of arranging flowers, one can thereafter
consider European ideas of floral decoration only as
vulgarities. This observation is not the result of
any hasty enthusiasm, but a conviction settled by
long residence in the interior. I have come to un-
derstand the unspeakable loveliness of a solitary
spray of blossoms arranged as only a Japanese ex-
pert knows how to arrange it — not by simply pok-
ing the spray into a vase, but by perhaps one whole
hour’s labor of trimming and posing and daintiest
manipulation — and therefore I cannot think now
of what we Occidentals call a “bouquet” as any-
thing but a vulgar murdering of flowers, an outrage
upon the color-sense, a brutality, an abomination.
Somewhat in the same way, and for similar reasons,
after having learned what an old Japanese garden is,
I can remember our costliest gardens at home only
as ignorant displays of what wealth can accomplish
in the creation of incongruities that violate nature.

Now a Japanese garden is not a flower garden;
neither is it made for the purpose of cultivating
plants. In nine cases out of ten there is nothing in
it resembling a flower-bed. Some gardens may con-
tain scarcely a sprig of green; some have noth-
ing green at all, and consist entirely of rocks and
pebbles and sand, although these are exceptional.!

1 Such as the garden attached to the abbot’s palace at Tokuwamonji,
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Hearn’s Yashiki in Matsue, from Garden


















IN A JAPANESE GARDEN

As might be expected in a country where the sug-
gestiveness of natural forms is thus recognized,
there are in Japan many curious beliefs and super-
stitions concerning stones. In almost every prov-
ince there are famous stones supposed to be sacred
or haunted, or to possess miraculous powers, such
as the Women’s Stone at the temple of Hachiman at
Kamakura, and the Sessho-seki, or Death Stone of
Nasu, and the Wealth-giving Stone at Enoshima,
to which pilgrims pay reverence. There are even
legends of stones having manifested sensibility,
like the tradition of the Nodding Stones which
bowed down before the monk Daita when he
preached unto them the word of Buddha; or the
ancient story from the Kojiki, that the Emperor
O-Jin, being augustly intoxicated, “smote with his
august staff a great stone in the middle of the Oho-
saka road, whereupon the stone ran away!” !

Now stones are valued for their beauty; and large
stones selected for their shape may have an sthetic
worth of hundreds of dollars. And large stones form
the skeleton, or framework, in the design of old
Japanese gardens. Not only is every stone chosen
with a view to its particular expressiveness of form,
but every stone in the garden or about the premises
has its separate and individual name, indicating its
purpose or its decorative duty. But I can tell you
only a little, a very little, of the folk-lore of a Jap-
anese garden; and if you want to know more about

! The Kojiski, translated by Professor B. H. Chamberlain, p. 254.
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GLIMPSES OF UNFAMILIAR JAPAN

in the ground and its tail in the air.! There are
miniature hills, with old trees upon them; and there
are long slopes of green, shadowed by flowering
shrubs, like river banks; and there are green knolls
like islets. All these verdant elevations rise from
spaces of pale yellow sand, smooth as a surface of
silk and miming the curves and meanderings of a
river course. These sanded spaces are not to be
trodden upon; they are much too beautiful for that.
The least speck of dirt would mar their effect; and
it requires the trained skill of an experienced native
gardener — a delightful old man he is — to keep
them in perfect form. But they are traversed in
various directions by lines of flat unhewn rock slabs,
placed at slightly irregular distances from one an-
other, exactly like stepping-stones across a brook.
The whole effect is that of the shores of a still
stream in some lovely, lonesome, drowsy place.
There is nothing to break the illusion, so secluded
the garden is. High walls and fences shut out
streets and contiguous things; and the shrubs and
the trees, heightening and thickening toward the
boundaries, conceal from view even the roofs of the
neighboring katchig-vashiki. Softly beautiful are the
tremulous shadows of leaveson the sunned sand; and
the scent of flowers comes thinly sweet with every
waft of tepid air; and there is a humming of bees.

U This artitwde of the shachihoko is somewhat & rigaae, whence the
qm‘M&‘W‘wmum{s
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GLIMPSES OF UNFAMILIAR JAPAN

of water; wherefore children sing to them this little
song:

Hotaru kde midzu nomasha;

Achi no midzu wa nigaizo;

Kochi no midzu wa amaizo.!

A pretty gray lizard, quite different from some
which usually haunt the garden, also makes its ap-
pearance at night, and pursues its prey along the
ceiling. Sometimes an extraordinarily large centi-
pede attempts the same thing, but with less success,
and has to be seized with a pair of fire-tongs and
thrown into the exterior darkness. Very rarely, an
enormous spider appears. This creature seems in-
offensive. If captured, it will feign death until
certain that it is not watched, when it will run
away with surprising swiftness if it gets a chance.
It is hairless, and very different from the taran-
tula, or fukurogumo. It is called miyamagumo,
or mountain spider. There are four other kinds of
spiders common in this neighborhood: tenagakumo,
or “long-armed spider”; hiratakumo, or “flat
spider”; jikumo, or “earth spider”; and totate-
kumo, or ‘“door-shutting spider.” Most spiders
are considered evil beings. A spider seen anywhere
at night, the people say, should be killed; for all
spiders that show themselves after dark are goblins.
While people are awake and watchful, such crea-
tures make themselves small; but when everybody

1“Come, firefly, I will give you water to drink. The water of that
place is bitter; the water here is sweet.”
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Matsue, from Castle Hill



































































IN A JAPANESE GARDEN

for them — and regret is vanity. The dead art that
made the beauty of this place was the art, also, of
that faith to which belongs the all-consoling text,
““Verily, even plants and trees, rocks and stones,
all shall enter into Nirvana.”



























Shrine in the Hearn Cottage at Tokyo
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GLIMPSES OF UNFAMILIAR JAPAN

person for whom it is intended. These hitogata
are then taken home and distributed; and each
person slightly rubs his body or her body with the
paper, and says a little Shinté prayer. Next day
the hitogata are returned to the kannushi, who,
after having recited certain formule over them,
burns them with holy fire.! By this ceremony it is
hoped that all physical misfortunes will be averted
from the family during a year.

11 may make mention here of another matter, in no way relating to
the Setsubun.

There lingers in Jzumo a wholesome — and I doubt not formerly a
most valuable — superstition about the sacredness of writing. Paper
upon which anything has been written, or even printed, must not be
crumpled up, or trodden upon, or dirtied, or put to any base use. If
it be necessary to destroy a document, the paper should be burned.
I have been gently reproached in a little hotel at which I stopped for
tearing up and crumpling some paper covered with my own writing.



























































































































































































































































































































The Inn at Saigo
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GLIDPSES OF UNFAMILIAR JAPAN

Sp et breL T ow i awer fom e & Kvisha,
mzﬂummsamm-ﬂ
a-:mmn.lvmm-mmhhsﬂ
bnn:nn_l—'mmxn:—mn\mm
ar the momomer: = The mex of kzomo who &L m the
g figi~ fr or2T and bomor It owr coperar's holy
canee- 2o v | e s rame chee, v heart Innghs,
n:lm:.,m.m.m::ms:h-ut
walimg heside me apaT, Imder the grest pmes ..
Bar 27 The 5 a00cher mxcter.

I srrowel 5or ry wi=. Al the vears we had dwelt
mm..m.vm‘h_mmmm
ws Anc wher she Sec. | thooght never 1o marry agam.
Ber 2fer two ryre veas bac ;ewsed, my father and
mother Gesr=C a2 Szaghter n the hoose, and they told me
of their wish, anc of 2 giri who was beautifol and of good
fami'y, thoogh poar. The fanslv were of car kindred,
and the gl vas ther o’y sopport: she wore garments
of sk a0 garmerts of cottor, and for this she received
htE:::mr. Anc hecaose she was fikal and comely,
ndowhncecno:rammmdaed&nl
ﬂnnhmhamhﬁphs;mﬁc,h-&medau
we kac 2 srall income of rice. Then, bang accastomed
to obey y parents, I scifered them o do what they
thooght best So the rakddo was summoned, and the
arrangemesss for the weddling began,

Tn:lraa:\:mse‘thcg:r the house of her
pa==s AnZ | thoughs myself fortunare the first time 1
JookeZ oz her: rorsh'mrcvmmdvandvmng
Bntm:m“mcl'trwmsbchmbeawng
and that her eves avoided mine. Then my heart sank;
for 1 though:: She distkes me; anutbtvarcfotunghu-
to this thinp. 'Ihc*l'cso}redtoqnsumthcgods and
Icmxddxcmz:rzz-tobcochvcd and I went to the

temple onanzgi-no—Inaxi—Sa.mz, which is in the Street
Zammokucho.
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GLIMPSES OF UNFAMILIAR JAPAN

franoc spasms of disgust and despaw. “Kap!™
shouted the gardener.

The boy dropped kis rod with a augh, axd ran to
tobacco, plopped back o the locos poad. Evi-
dendy Kan was noc afraid cf soolcmes.

G@onm mdzdtheddm,hhng
his ivory head. =0 Kaf:, much | fear that your mexr
birth will be bad’ Dolbuvmh:mir&ca’
Mascer, said 1 noc righziy this boy has but cme
Soal ™












GLIMPSES OF UNFAMILIAR JAPAN

“Bat do not some of the pigrims die of cold,
Kinjars?™

“No: our Izumo peasants are hardy. Besides,
they run swifdly, so that they reach the temple all
warm robes. Bat sometimes, upon the way, they see
the YukiOnna.”

Eacu side of the street leading to the miya was
fluminated with a ne of paper lanterns bearing
holy symbols; and the immense court of the temple
hdbe:nmmformcdinmamdlxnth,and
shops, and temporary theatres. In spite of the cold,
the crowd was prodigious. There seemed to be all
the usual attractions of a matsuri, and a number of
unusaal ones. Among the famihar lures, I missed at
hving snakes; probably it had become too cold for
the snakes. There were several fortune-tellers and
Jugglers; there were acrobats and dancers; there was
a mran making pictures oat of sand; and there was
a menagerie containing an ernu from Australia, and
a couple of enormocs bats from the Loo Choo Is-
lands — bats trained to do several thmgs. I d&id
reverence to the gods, and bought some extra-
ordinary toys; and then we went to look for the gob-
hns. They were domiciled in a large permanent
mctm,rcntedmshovmenonspeazloctasmns.

Gigantc characters signifying “IKi-XI™GYO,”
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GLIMPSES OF UNFAMILIAR JAPAN

unpleasantness altogether atoned for by her mirac-
ulous resuscitation in the adjommng compartment,
where she reappeared returning thanks in a Nachiren
temple, and converting her slanghterer, who kap-
pened, by some extraordiary accadent, to go there
at the same time.

At the termination of the corridor there hung 2
black curtam, behind which screams could be heard.
And above the black curtain was a placard inscribed
with the promise of a gift to anybody able t trav-
erse the mysteries beyond withoat being fnghtened.

“Master,” said Kinjurd, “ the goblins are msxde.™

We Lifted the veil, and found ocurselves in a sort of
lane between hedges, and behind the hedges we saw
tombs; we were in a gravevard. There were real
weeds and trees, and sotoba and haka, and the effect
was quite natural. Moreover, as the roof was very
lofty, and kept invistble by a dever arrangement of
bghts, all seemed darkness only; and this gave one
a sense of being out under the night, a fechng accer-
tuated by the chill of the air. And here and there
we could discern sinister shapes, mostly of super-
human stature, some seeming to wait in dim places,
others floating above the graves. Quite near us,
towering above the hedge on our nght, was a Bud-
dhist priest, with his back turned to us.

“A vamabushi, an exorciser?” I queried of Kin-
jurd.
*“Na,” said Kinjurd: “see how tall he is. I think
that —ust be 2 Tanuki-Bozu.”
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