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Lockport, taught school there for a short time, and at

nineteen started for New York City, determined to earn

a living by writing.

It was uphill work. He rented a room in an attic and
took his meals where he could get them. When his money
was almost gone he lived on two meals a day, and finally
on one meal. The money which he got for his stories was
not enough to support him, even in this way, so he learned
to engrave figures on gold pencil cases and earned some-
thing at that work. After a little more than a year in
New York he went to Boston and there met with better
success. He wrote stories for boys — " Cudjo’s Cave,” the
“Jack Hazard” books, “ The Start in Life,” the Tide Mill
Series, and many others. He also wrote many poems.

“ Evening at the Farm ” is a picture in the life of a farm
boy. Perhaps when Mr. Trowbridge wrote it he was think-
ing of the evenings on the old farm in Genesee county,
when he used to go over the hill to the pasture to drive
home the cows, and used to hear the katydid in the poplar

10

15

tree and see the mink darting into the stone heap and 2

the swallows and the crows wheeling through the air, as
he called to the cows, " Co’, boss! co’, boss!”]

Over the hill the farm-boy goes,
His shadow lengthens along the land,
A giant staff in a giant hand ;
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250 STORIES FROM AMERICAN HISTORY

AMERICA

SamueL Franxcis Smire

[The hymn “ America” has been sung by millions of
people. We always sing it when we meet together and

-wish to show how much we love our country. The tune

is a very old one. Some say it came from France, some
say from England, but we know that a tune very much
like it was sung in England more than two hundred years
ago, with Latin words which also told how much the singer
loved his country. Some one in England translated this
Latin hymn into English, changing it a little and making
of it the English national hymn, “ God save the King.”
Then some one in Germany wrote a hymn very much like
it in the German language and the German people sing
that in the same way. Russian words were also set to it
and it was used for many years as a national hymn in
Russia, until the music of the present Russian hymn was
written. Then in 1832 Samuel F. Smith, an American,
found the tune in a German music book, and he wrote an
American hymn to fit the music. It happened in this way :

Mr. Smith had been out of college only about three
years. He had graduated from Harvard in the same class
with Oliver Wendell Holmes, the poet, and was at that
time reading and translating German. One day Lowell
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Mason, a music teacher in Boston, who afterward became
famous, went to Mr. Smith and said: *“ Mr. Smith, I have
been traveling in Germany and have picked up several
German music books which have good music in them. I
wish you would look them over and choose a few of the
best songs that can be sung by American school children.
Then translate the words, or write new words that are some-
what like them, and I will publish them.” Mr. Smith
looked over the books a few days later and found in one
of them this old tune, which he greatly liked. He said
years afterwards:

I looked down at the words at the bottom of the page
and found them to be a patriotic hymn. ‘Ah,’ I thought,
" patriotic, that is just the tune for a patriotic hymn.
Anmerica shall have one of her own.” I reached for a scrap
of waste paper, and in less than an hour ' America’ was
written, very nearly as you see it to-day.”

The hymn was first sung by the Sunday-school children
in Park Street Church, Boston, on the Fourth of July of
that same year.

Afterwards Mr. Smith became a minister and editor
of several religious papers, and was known as Dr. Smith.
Besides * America,” he wrote " The Morning Light is
Breaking ” and other well-known hymns. He died in 1895.
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As you sing the hymn * America ” try always to think 25

what the words mean. You are singing of our country,
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