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Linguistic Remarks on Arabic Language
during Pre- Islamic Period

During reading Pre - Islamic poetry, I noticed that the word
«Arab» in its national meaning has no single evidence in this poetry.

This abscrvation was so surprising that it encouraged me to
read and examine the Arabic Language in it ancient ages.

My study deals with four points which are:

1 — The meaning of the word «arab» from historic and linguistic
points of view. Despite the refusal of some scolars, I reached a
conclusion that the word «arab» in Pre - Islamic period meant:
«race» or«nation»,

2 — The variations of Arabic dialects in Pre - Islamic period and
the factors which caused them I also gave different examples of
some linguistic phenomens found inthese dialects such as mean-
ing, form, silence and total assimilation.

3 — Some grammatical and structural phenomena in which Arabic
dialects are different. I gave evidences that these sorts of differ-
ences are not great and did not cause dialectical independence.

4 — My study also gave attention to grammatical and linguistic phe-
nomena of barrowing. It proved that it was very movement, and
that it has so great influence on dialects that it paved the may to
Arabic dialects to be united in the form of common literary lan-
guage which became quslified to carry out the needs of the
Koran.

A.S. MAKRAM.
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