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Boston, Mass. to Bethel, Me. 

1902. 

| danuary 2. Forenoon sunny; afternoon cloudy. 

Left Boston at 9 A.M. and reached Bethel about 5 P.M. 

All the way from Boston to Yarmouth small flocks of Crows 

were seen feeding in the fields which were everywhere aearly 

or quite free from snow or ice. At Oxford we began to see 

sleighs and at Bryant's Pond and Bethel the entire surface of 

the country was buried under a spotless robe of snow which, how- 

ever, nowhere exceeded a foot in depth. 

As our train was slowly climbing the steep grade beyond 

West Paris I saw, from the car window, three birds which must 

have been Pine Grosbeaks. They were flying over an opening 

in some birch woods, rising and falling in long, graceful 

undulations. 



Bethel, Maine. 

1902. 

| 
® January 3. Clear and cold with moderate N.W. wind. 

Immediately after breakfast the Doctor and I, with 

several of the ladies of the household, took a walk on snow 

shoes in the woods below the house. As we were passing under 

some tall gray birehes the call of a Chickadee attracted our 

attention to five of these birds whieh, in company with a 

goodly number of Lesser Redpolls, were clustered in the tops 

of two of the trees directly over our heads. They were all 

feeding on the bireh seeds which were seattered in showers 

over the surface of the snow about us. I eounted twenty-two 

Redpolls of whieh only two were fully adult (i.e. rosy-breast- 

ed) males. 



1902. 

January 4. 

Bethel, Maine. 

Clear and cold with strong N.W. wind. Ther. -6 at day- 

break, +6 at 2 P.M. 

In the forenoon the Doctor and I took a long tramp on 

snow shoes in the Glen Woods revisiting all the old familiar 

haunts. It was reassuring to find these beautiful woods 

wholly unchanged or at least unmarred. The numerous sheltered 

openings were as sunny and attractive as ever, the little 

brooks murmured and gurgled beneath their coverings of snow 

and ice, the tall white and red pines, the sturdy rough-barked 

hemlocks, the needle-pointed balsams, and the olive-green 

arbor vitaes had simply added the growth of another year to 

their already generous proportions. 

There seemed to be more birds than there were at any 

time last winter. We saw no less than four flocks of Chicka- 

dees containing respectively 2, 3, 5 and 6 birds. Some of 

them were in evergreen woods, others among gray birches. I 

saw them eating both bireh and henlock seeds. In each flock 

there was a bird (why is there never more than one?) which 

quickly responded when I gave the phoebee whistle and after a 

little while became excited and eager, flitting close about 

me, alighting within a few feet of my head and answering all 

lay calls with spirit and promptness. I see no difference in 

habits, behavior or general appearance between these 



1902. 

Bethel, Maine. 

January 4.Chickadees and ours at home. 

(2). The flock of 3 birds contained also a Hudsonian Chicka- 

dee, two Ring lets and a Canada Nuthateh and there was another 

Nuthatch in the flock of six Chickadees. 

The Hudsonian Titmouse kept his black-capped cousins 

close company during their rambles through some rather open 

woods of gray birehes intermingled with balsams. Like them 

he was chiefly feeding on bifeh seeds which he obtained by 

pecking the cones to pieces, sometimes perehing just above 

them and bending forward to strike down at them, at others 

hanging back downward beneath them and striking upward. ‘Two 

or three strokes were usually sufficient to demolish the cone 

and most of the seeds appeared to be seattered over the sur-— 

face of the snow beneath and lost. The little bird worked 

busily and cheerily after the manner of all Titmice. I dia 

not notice that his attitudes or motions differed in any way 

from those of the Black-capped Chickadee but he was perhaps 

more restless than they. 

I was surprised at the number of Partridge tracks which 

we saw in the Glen Woods this morning. They were literally 

everywhere and most of them appeared quite fresh. The birds 

must be much more numerous than they were last year. 



Bethel, Maine. 

1902. 

S January 5. Sunny and mild with fleeecy clouds drifting slowly before 

a light west wind. Ther. 16° at sunrise, 28° at 2 P.M. 

At 10 A.M. Dr.Gehring, Miss Anna Almy and I started for 

awalk. On snow shoes we crossed the clearing south of the 

house and entered the woods beyond where we found what was 

probably the same flock of birds that we saw there yesterday, 

It consisted , this morning, of three Chickadees, two Kinglets 

and a pair of Canada Nuthatches, the Hudsonian Chickadee being 

missing. 

At this point we left the path and turning to the east- 

ward picked our slowly through the dense growth of gray bireh- 

es and young balsams until we came out on the logging road 

which we used to traverse so often last winter. Here we took 

off our snow shoes for the roadway worn hard and smooth by 

frequent travel afforded excellent walking save in a few 

places where it was iey and dangerously slippery. 

For a half mile or so beyond where we struck it the road 

passes through swampy thickets of birehes and alders, in which 

we heard nothing but a Kingjet or two but at the point where 

it leaves the low ground and begins to ascend a ridge covered 

with mixed evergreen: woods of balsam, spruce, hemlock and 

arbor vitae an interesting experience awaited us. We had 

stopped for a moment to look about us and listen when the 



1902. 

Bethel, Maine. 

January 5.all-pervading silence was suddenly broken by a prolonged, 

(2). varied, and exquisitely sweet and tender song. In form it 

resembled that of a Goldfinch but it was does ded), longer and 

much less loud and obtrusive as well as infinitely wilder and 

more aetherial in quality. Some of the notes suggested the 

tinkling sound of ice. Although the song was practically 

continuous from beginning to end it did not flow quite smooth- 

ly but tripped or halted in places after the manner of the 

song of the Winter Wren, to which, indeed, it bore some slight 

general resemblance. From the first I felt sure that the 

bird was a Crossbill, probably a White-wing since the notes 

were unlike any that I have ever heard from Loxia minor; but 

just after the song ceased I thought I heard the pip call of 

the latter species uttered faintly but distinetly in the clus- 

ter of tall balsams whence the song had seemed to issue. We 

scanned these trees long and closely but without discovering 

the bird nor did we again hear his voice. Thus the question 

of his identity is left practically undecided. 

Proceeding on our way we heard, at frequent intervals, 

in the dense balsams and hemlocks whieh bordered the roadway 

on both sides, the slight tzee-tzee-tzee of Golden-crested 

Kinglets and the nasal, whining calls of Canada Nuthatches, 

Blue Jays occasionally screamed in the distance and we saw 



Bethel, Maine. 

1902. 

BS January 5. one flitting about a pile of logs in an opening. 

(3). As we rounded a bend in the road we caught a glimpse of a 

Pileated Woodpecker just disappearing around the next bend 

beyond. Stealing silently on we soon heard him tapping among 

some dense young evergreen trees. I imitated the sound by 

striking the palms of my hollowed hands lightly together and 

presently the big fellow came flying directly towards us just 

above the surface of the snow giving us a clear view of his 

‘plack and white plumage and flashing searlet crest before he 

caught sight of us and turned back into the woods. 

At the lumber camps half a mile further on we heard 

another Log Cock hammering and shouting along some large yel- 

low birehes on a hillside. were also a number of Cana- 

da Nuthatches immediately about the camps. 

on our way back we came upon a pair of Pine Grosbeaks 

anong some low, dense alders. The male was a superb fellow, 

as deep rose red as any that I have ever seen. Both birds 

kept close together, flitting from place to place among the 

alders, frequently alighting on some soft, yellowish-colored 

ice at which they pecked industriously evidently in the hone 

of getting at the water beneath. The finding of this solitary 

pair of Grosbeaks interested me greatly for I suspect that 

they were local birds whose summer home is on some of the 
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(4). 
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Bethel, Maine. 

higher mountains of this immediate region. 

Dr.Gehring tells me that they are the first that he has 

seen in Bethel for several years. 

I was surprised at the number of Partridge trails seen 

today. They were simply everywhere along the logging roac as 

far as we traversed it. Evidently the birds had come out in- 

to the openito bask in the sun for their trails followed the 

sides of the road for considerable distances before Wayming 

pack into the woods. There were also innumeravle tracks of 

Rabbits, many of Red Squirrels and Mice, a few of Foxes. 

During most of the time that we spent at the lumber camp 

the hard-wood trees on the neighboring hill side were snapping 

like pistol shots. The reports averaged at least one per 

minute and sometimes two or three came in quick succession 

from different directions. They were fully as loud as the 

reports of a 32 ¢al. revolver loaded with black powder. The 

gun was shining rather feebly at the time, the temperature was 

not far from 28°, and there was practically no wind. Dr. Geh- 

ring found a small, dark colored spider crawling feebly on 

the surface of the snow. 



Bethel, Maine. 

1902. 

January 5S. Cloudy with light S.wind. 

The Doctor and I spent about an hour this forenoon in 

left them and followed up the course of the brook for upwards 

of a quarter of a mile. The walking was rather open ana very 

| 

the woods below the house. After traversing the paths we 

level and smooth for the way led over a narrow intervale 

covered with large black ashes and yellow birehes which stood 

well apart with almost no undergrowth. It was difficult to 

understand what could attract Partridges to such woods but we 

found the trails of at least two different birds which had ap 

parently been rambling about over a very large extent of 

ground. 

In the woods nearer the house we saw four Chickadees and 

a flock of about twenty Redpolls. The latter were in larch 

trees apparently eating the seeds. We also heard a Pine Gros- 

beak whistling high in air overhead. 



1902. 

January 7. 

Bethel, Maine. 

Snowing most of the day but at no time heavily, only 

about 2 inches falling. Calm with now ana then a breath of 

6° 
alr from S.E. Thermometer 24° 

Spent most of the forenoon cutting down sapplings along 

the path in the woods below the house. While thus engaged I 

hearc a Woodpecker tapping near at hand. From the rapidity 

and végor of his strokes I suspected that he was a Hairy but 

to my delight he proved to be an Aretic Three-toed, the first 

I have ever seen in Bethel. He was in a piece of balsam woods 

on the trunk of a balsam that had broken off about 25 feet 

above the ground and was far gone in decay. For fully an 

hour he did not change his position by more than a few inches 

almost 
although he worked unceasingly, making the chips fly and drill- 

ing several irregularly shaped holes deep into the stem of 

the tree. I stood almost directly beneath him for ten or 

fifteen minutes without apparently causing him any alarm al- 

though he stopped his work once or twice to peer down at me 

giving me,as he did so, a good view of his rich yellow crown 

pateh. He looked very large - almost as big as a Flicker - 

and I was strongly impressed with his exceeding grace of 

movement and superabundant vigor. Without question this is 

the most energetic and spirited of all our Woodpeckers with 

the possible exception of the Pileated. 
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January 7. 

Bethel, Maine. 

Among these same balsams I heard every now and then the 

tzee-tzee-tzee of Golden-crested Kinglets and twice what I 

was sure was the distant creep of a Brown Creeper. 

The flight calls of Lesser Redpolls passing high overhead 

also came faintly to owrears at intervals and a solitary Pine 

Grosbeak attracted by my gusweing whistle descended from a 

great height and alighted in a pine near us, balancing himself 

on its topmost spray anda uttering his clear, penetrating note 

incessantly. I could not make out his coloring against the 

white light of the cloudy sky but I do not think he was a red 

bird. 

In the afternoon we went to the Glen Woods. A Pine Gros- 

beak was heard calling soon after we left the house. As we 

were passing through the first long opening and descending the 

slope to the second brook a faint chirp attracted iy atten- 

tion. It proved to be the note of a Chickadee whom I present- 

ly ealled to me by alternately “screeping"” and whistling 

"phoebec". He was quickly followed by three others of his 

kind and by two Red-bellied Nuthatches. All six birds hopped 

and flitted close about us until they had satisfied their 

curiosity when they moved on. To my surprise they were almost 

immediately succeeded by what seemed to be a second flock 

consisting of eight Black-capped Chickadees and one 
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Bethel, Maine. 

P-hudsonieus. These birds collected in the middle of a 

dense, low cluster of arbor vitaes where they remained for a 

long time hopping about excitedly and uttering incessant 

scolding cries which at first led me to think they hac found 

a little Owl of some kind but which I finally decided were 

directed 

Standing within a few yards of the birds I had an excel- 

lent chance to wateh the Hudsonian Chickadee and to compare 

his attitudes and behavior with those of his black-capped 

cousins. I must confess that I could discover no differences 

of any importance although the Hudsonian seemed to be rather 

more active and excitable than any of the other members of 

the flock. Ne was unquestionably the most voluble making al- 

most as much noise as all the others put together. Although 

like all the Hudsonian Chiekadees which I have ever met he 

had only two or at most three really distinct calls he com- 

bined the notes of which they were composed in so many dif- 

ferent ways as to give one the impression that he possessed a 

somewhat varied repertoire. I noted the fdblowing variations 

on the spot:- 

1. 221 (a simple lisping chirp) 

Bs Teheé-tehee (emphatie yet husky, at times wheezy and 

proken ) 



Bethel, Maine. 

1902. 

January 7. Ti-ti-tehee (two chirps combined with one husky note) 

(4h, Pi-tzi-tehee-tenes (two chirps and two husky notes) 

(one chirp and two husky notes) 

'ship - a sharp, abrupt challenging call. 

Tsip-tsi-tchee - The sharp challenge combined with one 

chirp and one husky note. 

All these notes are perfectly distinct from anything that 

the common Chiekadee ever utters. 

The Hudsonian Chickadee seen on this oceasion remained 

in the thicket of arbor vitaes, flitting about and calling, 

long after all the other members of the flock had departed. 

Continuing on our way we found two Golden-crested King- 

lets among some dense young balsams and flushed a Partridge 

from a little glen through which flowed a brook encased in a 

thick covering of snow and ice. The Partridges of the region 

about Bethel are simply the wildest birds of their kind that 

I have ever met. They fly the moment they see or hear a man 

no matter how far off he may be. 

On our return we did not see or hear a bird of any kind. 



Bethel, Maine. 

1902. 

January &. Weather precisely like that of yesterday. 

The Doctor and I spent the greater part of the forenoon 

in the woods below the house. Strange to say we did not 

either see or hear a bird of any kind. Indeed the only ani- 

mate creature noted was a Red Squirrel that indulged in an 

outbreak of snickering among some balsams near where we were 

at work. 



| 1902. 

January 9. 

Bethel, Maine, 

to Boston, Mass. 

Clear and mild with searee a breath of wind. 

Started for home this morning by the 8.45 train. At the 

Grand Trunk Railroad Station in Bethel I saw a flock of fully 

twenty English Sparrows feeding on some grain that hac been 

scattered about and under one of the freight cars. 

In some young sprout woods near the railway station at 

Oxford I noticed this morning a number of white oaks from 15 

to 30 fect in height, some smaller black oaks, and a good 

many low clusters of bear oak, all these species being readi- 

ly identified by the leaves of last season's growth with 

which they were still more or less thickly covered. There 

were also some rather extensive tracts of piteh pines in the 

same neighborhood. The last-named tree,extends comsaonly as 

far to the westward as Norway. Wone of the oaks just men- 

tioned are Known to occur at Bethel. 
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