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Running time: 1 hour 48 
minutes approx. 

Jeremy Bentham 

 

Offences Against 

One’s Self: 

Paederasty 

Jeremy Bentham (1748-1832) was an 
English jurist, philosopher, and legal and 
social reformer. He was a political radical 
and a leading theorist in Anglo-American 
philosophy of law. He is best known as 
an early advocate of utilitarianism and 
animal rights who influenced the          
development of liberalism. 
 

The essay Offences Against One’s Self            
(c. 1785), argued for the liberalisation of 
laws prohibiting homosexuality. The     
essay remained unpublished during   
Bentham’s lifetime for fear of offending 
public morality. It was finally published for 
the first time in 1931. 
 

This recording was catalogued on 28th 
July 2007, the 40th anniversary of the 
coming into force in the UK of the Sexual 
Offences Act 1967, which decriminalised 
male homosexuality for the first time. 


