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By E. M. Forster (1879-1970) 

The Machine Stops is a short science fiction story. It describes a world in 
which almost all humans have lost the ability to live on the surface of the 
Earth. Each individual lives in isolation in a ‘cell’, with all bodily and spiritual 
needs met by the omnipotent, global Machine. Most humans welcome this 
development, as they are skeptical and fearful of first-hand experience. 
People forget that humans created the Machine, and treat it as a mystical 
entity whose needs supersede their own. Those who do not accept the 
deity of the Machine are viewed as ‘unmechanical’ and are threatened 
with “Homelessness.” Eventually, the Machine apocalyptically collapses, 
and the civilization of the Machine comes to an end. (Wikipedia)  Total 
Running Time: 01:12:21. 

 01 – The Air-Ship, read by Jenilee – 00:27:22 

 02 – The Mending Apparatus, read by E. Tavano – 00:23:24 

 03 – The Homeless, read by E. Tavano – 00:21:35 

This recording is in the public domain and may be reproduced, distributed, or modified without permission. For 
more information or to volunteer, visit librivox.org. 

Cover picture by Deutsche Fotothek (1952). (http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Fotothek_df_roe-
neg_0006363_014_Blick_auf_eine_Produktionsmaschine.jpg) Cover design by Janette Brown. This design is in 
the public domain.  
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