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The Book of Micah 

from the American Standard Version 

The book may be divided into three sections:  Chapters 1–3 mainly consist of oracles of judgment.  

Chapters 4–5 of oracles of hope.  Chapters 6–7 begins with judgment and moves to hope. 

Chapters 1–3 mainly consist of oracles of judgment. The judgment motif is so strong in this book that 

Micah only preached about judgment. Judgment in Micah is seen in the destruction of Samaria, in the 

coming of an invader against Jerusalem, in the greedy land-grabbers’ loss of their land and in their 

being abandoned by Yahweh, in shame for the false prophets, in the siege of Jerusalem and the 

cleaning of the land from idolatry and militarism. 

Chapters 4–5 consist of oracles of hope. The prophet said that those conditions would not prevail 

forever. Judgment would come but a saved, chastened, and faithful remnant would survive. A new 

king from the line of David would be replace the present weak king on the throne. He would reign in 

the majesty of the name of Yahweh. His people would dwell securely and he would be great to the 

ends of earths. 

Chapters 6–7 begin with judgment and move to hope. Micah puts a protest on the people’s lips, 

offering any religious response God cared to ask for. God’s indictment becomes specific in 6:9–16. 

Violence, deception, and crooked business practices were rampant. They would bring desolation and 

destruction to the land. The reference to Omri and Ahab indicates that the same kinds of corruption 

that destroyed the northern kingdom had now spread to Judah. 

In conclusion, Micah’s later hearers take his messages to heart. His words of hope gave them new 

heart to live as God’s people in a darkened world. (Summary by Wikipedia) 

Read by Sam Stinson. Total Running Time: 00:22:51. 

This recording is in the public domain and may be reproduced, distributed, or modified without permission. For 
more information or to volunteer, visit librivox.org. Cover picture by Gustave Doré (1866). Copyright expired in 

US, Canada, EU, and all countries with author’s life +70 yrs laws. Cover design by Janette Brown. This design is 

in the public domain.  
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