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 The Federalist Papers 
By Alexander Hamilton (1755/1757-1804), John Jay (1745-1829),  

and James Madison (1751-1836) 

The Federalist Papers (correctly known as The Federalist) are a series of 85 articles advocating 
the ratification of the United States Constitution. Seventy-seven of the essays were published 
serially in The Independent Journal and The New York Packet between October 1787 and August 
1788. A compilation of these and eight others, called The Federalist, was published in 1788 by J. 
and A. M’Lean. 

The Federalist Papers serve as a primary source for interpretation of the Constitution, as they 
outline the philosophy and motivation of the proposed system of government. The authors of 
the Federalist Papers wanted to both influence the vote in favor of ratification and shape future 
interpretations of the Constitution. According to historian Richard Morris, they are an 
“incomparable exposition of the Constitution, a classic in political science unsurpassed in both 
breadth and depth by the product of any later American writer.” (Summary by Wikipedia)  

Read by Kim Braun, DaveF, Anadaxis_Canejia, Robert Scott, Scott Mather, Bookworm, 
Kelly Bescherer, Leon Mire, Robin Cotter, Maria Morabe, tonypettit, brenthumphries, 
Susan Denney, Dr.ElwinRansom, Jason X., rachelellen, Zachary Brewster-Geisz, esnoble, 
Sibella Denton, koijmonop, Greg Bryant, darkwolfb87, Kirsten Ferreri, & ML Cohen.  
Total Running Time: 21:11:50. 

 

This recording is in the public domain and may be reproduced, distributed, or modified without permission. 
For more information or to volunteer, visit librivox.org.  Cover picture by William Morris & John Henry 
Dearle (1889). Copyright expired in US, Canada, EU and all countries with author’s life +70 yrs laws. Cover 
design by Janette Brown. This design is in the public domain.  
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