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s The Portrait of a Lady, Volume 2 
By Henry James (1843-1916) 

The Portrait of a Lady is a novel by Henry James, first 
published as a serial in The Atlantic Monthly and 
Macmillan’s Magazine in 1880-1881 and then as a book 
in 1881. It is the story of a spirited young American 
woman, Isabel Archer, who “affronts her destiny” and 
finds it overwhelming. She inherits a large amount of 
money and subsequently becomes the victim of 
Machiavellian scheming by two American expatriates. Like many of James’s 
novels, it is set mostly in Europe, notably England and Italy. 

Generally regarded as the masterpiece of his early phase of writing, this novel 
reflects James’s absorbing interest in the differences between the New World 
and the Old. It also treats in a profound way the themes of personal freedom, 
responsibility, betrayal, and sexuality. (Summary from Wikipedia)  

Read by many wonderful Librivox readers. Total running time: 12:09:34. 

 

This recording is in the public domain and may be reproduced, distributed, or modified without permission. 
For more information or to volunteer, visit librivox.org. Cover picture by John Singer Sargent (1893). Author 
picture from Bain News Service (1910). Copyright expired in US, Canada, EU and all countries with author’s life 
+70 yrs laws. Cover design by Janette Brown. This design is in the public domain.  

T
h

e
 P

o
rtrait o

f a Lad
y, V

o
lu

m
e

 2 
H

e
n

ry Jam
e

s 

 


