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 South! The Story of Shackleton’s Last Expedition 

1914-1917 
By Ernest Shackleton (1874-1922) 

Shackleton’s most famous expedition was planned to be an 
attempt to cross Antarctica from the Weddell Sea south of the 
Atlantic, to the Ross Sea south of the Pacific, by way of the 
Pole. It set out from London on 1 August 1914, and reached 
the Weddell Sea on January 10, 1915, where the pack ice 
closed in on the Endurance. The ship was broken by the ice on 
27 October 1915. The 28 crew members managed to flee to 
Elephant Island, bringing three small boats with them. 
Shackleton and five other men managed to reach the southern coast of South Georgia in 
one of the small boats (in a real epic journey). Shackleton managed to rescue all of the 
stranded crew from Elephant Island without loss in the Chilean’s navy seagoing steam tug 
Yelcho, on August 30, 1916, in the middle of the Antarctic winter. (Summary from 
Wikipedia) 

As the last section of this project we include a short original recording by Ernest 
Shackleton about the expedition.  

Read by many wonderful Librivox volunteers. Total running time: 15:32:34. 
 

This recording is in the public domain and may be reproduced, distributed, or modified without permission. For more 
information or to volunteer, visit librivox.org. Cover picture by Royal Geographic Society (1915). Author photo from “The Heart 
of the Antarctic,” Volume 1, by E. H. Shackleton (1909). Copyright expired in US, Canada, EU and all countries with author’s life 
+70 yrs laws. Cover design by Janette Brown. This design is in the public domain.  
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