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ON THE SOUL (GREEK TTEPi WYXz (PERI PSUCHES), LATIN DE ANIMA) IS A MAJOR TREATISE BY
ARISTOTLE ON THE NATURE OF LIVING THINGS. HIs DISCUSSION CENTRES ON THE KINDS OF
SOULS POSSESSED BY DIFFERENT KINDS OF LIVING THINGS, DISTINGUISHED BY THEIR DIFFERENT
OPERATIONS. THUS PLANTS HAVE THE CAPACITY FOR NOURISHMENT AND REPRODUCTION, THE
MINIMUM THAT MUST BE POSSESSED BY ANY KIND OF LIVING ORGANISM. LOWER ANIMALS HAVE,
IN ADDITION, THE POWERS OF SENSE-PERCEPTION AND SELF-MOTION (ACTION). HUMANS HAVE
ALL THESE AS WELL AS INTELLECT. THE NOTION OF SOUL USED BY ARISTOTLE IS ONLY DISTANTLY
RELATED TO THE USUAL MODERN CONCEPTION. HE HOLDS THAT THE SOUL IS THE FORM, OR
ESSENCE OF ANY LIVING THING; THAT IT IS NOT A DISTINCT SUBSTANCE FROM THE BODY THAT IT
IS IN; THAT IT IS THE POSSESSION OF SOUL (OF A SPECIFIC KIND) THAT MAKES AN ORGANISM AN
ORGANISM AT ALL, AND THUS THAT THE NOTION OF A BODY WITHOUT A SOUL, OR OF A SOUL IN
THE WRONG KIND OF BODY, IS SIMPLY UNINTELLIGIBLE. (HE ARGUES THAT SOME PARTS OF THE
SOUL—THE INTELLECT—CAN EXIST WITHOUT THE BODY, BUT MOST CANNOT.) IT IS DIFFICULT TO
RECONCILE THESE POINTS WITH THE POPULAR PICTURE OF A SOUL AS A SORT OF SPIRITUAL
SUBSTANCE “INHABITING” A BODY. ADAPTED FROM WIKIPEDIA.
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