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By Gene Stratton-Porter (1863-1924) 

Freckles is a young man who has been raised since infancy in a Chicago 
orphanage. His one dream is to find a job, a place to belong and people who 
accept him despite his youth and the disability of having only one hand. He finds 
this place in the Limberlost Swamp, as Mr. McLean’s Limberlost guard of precious 
timber. 

In the process, he discovers a love for the wilderness and animals he encounters 
every day on his rounds and a burning desire to learn about all the new birds and 
plants he sees on his rounds every day. He also finds and falls in love with a girl he 
calls the “Swamp Angel.” This is the story of his plucky courage in sticking to his 
job in the swamp, and his adventures in learning about the natural world he finds 
himself in every day. He is befriended by the “Bird Woman” and with her help 
learns to love the Limberlost he has been hired to guard. (Summary by Mary 
Anderson)  

Read by Mary Anderson, Laura Caldwell, RK Wilcox, Betsie Bush, Yazpistachio, 
Melissa, & Qhali. Total running time: 08:43:11. 

This recording is in the public domain and may be reproduced, distributed, or modified without 
permission. For more information or to volunteer, visit librivox.org. 

Cover picture by Thomas Fogarty (1914). Copyright expired in US, Canada, EU and all countries with 
author’s life +70 yrs laws. Cover design by Janette Brown. This design is in the public domain. 
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