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1 Maccabees is an apocryphal/deuterocanonical book written by a Jewish author 
after the restoration of an independent Jewish kingdom, probably about 100 
BC. It is included in the Catholic and Eastern Orthodox canons. Protestants, 
Jews, and some others regard it as generally reliable historically, but not a part 
of Scripture. The setting of the book is about a century after the conquest of 
Judea by the Greeks under Alexander the Great, after Alexander’s empire has 
been divided so that Judea was part of the Greek Seleucid Empire. It tells how 
the Greek ruler Antiochus IV Epiphanes attempted to suppress the practice of 
basic Jewish religious law, resulting in a Jewish revolt against Seleucid rule. The 
book covers the whole of the revolt, from 175 to 134 BC, highlighting how the 
salvation of the Jewish people in this crisis came from God through 
Mattathias’ family, particularly his sons, Judas Maccabeus, Jonathan 
Maccabaeus, and Simon Maccabaeus, and his grandson, John Hyrcanus. The 
doctrine expressed in the book reflects traditional Jewish teaching, without 
later doctrines found, for example, in 2 Maccabees. (Summary by Wikipedia, 
modified by Sam Stinson) 

Read by Sam Stinson; total running time: 02:15:30. 
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