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By Théodule Ribot (1839-1916) 
Translated from the original French into English by Albert H. N. Baron. 

“It is quite generally recognized that psychology has remained in the semi-
mythological, semi-scholastic period longer than most attempts at scientific 
formulization. For a long time it has been the “spook science” per se, and the 
imagination, now analyzed by M. Ribot in such a masterly manner, has been one 
of the most persistent, apparently real, though very indefinite, of psychological 
spooks. Whereas people have been accustomed to speak of the imagination as an 
entity sui generis, as a lofty something found only in long-haired, wild-eyed 
“geniuses,” constituting indeed the center of a cult, our author, Prometheus-like, 
has brought it down from the heavens, and has clearly shown that imagination is 
a function of mind common to all men in some degree, and that it is shown in as 
highly developed form in commercial leaders and practical inventors as in the 
most bizarre of romantic idealists. The only difference is that the manifestation is 
not the same.” – Albert H. N. Baron, in translator’s preface to Essai sur 
l’imagination créatrice 

Read by J. M. Smallheer; total running time: 08:33:20. 

This recording is in the public domain and may be reproduced, distributed, or modified without permission. For 
more information or to volunteer, visit librivox.org.  

Cover image by Severin Nilsson (d. 1918). Copyright expired in US, Canada, EU, and all countries with author’s life 
+70 yrs laws. Cover design by Janette Brown. This design is in the public domain.  

Essay o
n

 th
e

 C
re

ative
 Im

agin
atio

n
 

Th
é

o
d

u
le

 R
ib

o
t 

 


