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Henry VIII
William Shakespeare

This is Shakespeare’s dutiful tribute to one of the most imposing and 
terrifying rulers in European history. The kingdom trembles as the giant 
monarch storms through his midlife crisis, disposing of the faithful 
Katharine of Aragon and starting a new life and, the king hopes, a line 
of succession with the captivating young Anne Bullen. Unlike his 
predecessors, Henry has no doubt about the security of his tenure on the 
throne, and dominates the royal court with absolute authority. The play 
has a surprising modern flavour: there is even a set of "Royal watchers" 
− the three gossipy gentlemen! 

0 − Dramatis Personae − 00:04:13
1 − Prologue & Act 1 − 00:37:48
2 − Act 2 − 00:38:30
3 − Act 3 − 00:39:05
4 − Act 4 − 00:19:52
5 − Act 5 − 00:36:50

Cover design by peegee from 
"The Trial of Queen Katherine" by George Henry Harlow (1817)
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