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Chiapas and Yucatán, Volume 1

by John Lloyd Stephens (1805-1852)

The year is 1838. The scene is the dense Honduran forest along the Copán River. 
Two men, John Lloyd Stephens and Frederick Catherwood, are about to rediscover 
Mayan civilization. Their guide, slashing through the rampant growth with his 
machete, leads them to a  stone column, fourteen feet high, sculptured on the 
front with a portrait of a man, “solemn, stern and well fitted to excite terror,” 
covered on the sides with hieroglyphics, and with workmanship “equal to the 
finest monuments of the Egyptians.”
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This recording is in the public domain and may be reproduced, or modified without permission.  For 
more information, or to volunteer, visit librivox.org.  Cover: " Idol, Copán," from Frederick 
Catherwood's Views of Ancient Monuments in Central America, Chiapas and Yucatán (1844) 
http://www.smith.edu/libraries/libs/rarebook/exhibitions/images/catherwood/sm_plate1.jpg.
Cover by Sue Anderson.
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