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Miss Billy 
By Eleanor H. Porter 

 

Mr. Neilson was determined to name his first child after his boyhood chum, William 
Henshaw. When the baby disappointed him by being a girl, he was consoled by 

naming her Billy. Miss Billy, now 18, orphaned and all alone in the world, takes her 
lawyer’s suggestion to ask her namesake to take her in. Only one little problem – 

Mr. Henshaw did not know of her existence, and then mistakenly thinks that Billy is 
a boy! 

Eleanor H. Porter was an early 20th century author of children’s literature and 
novels. Her most well known book was “Pollyanna” and it’s sequel, “Pollyanna 

Grows Up”. 
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Cover picture from the original book. Cover design by Maria Therese 
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