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THE WORK CONSISTS OF TEN BOOKS, ORIGINALLY SEPARATE SCROLLS, AND 1S
UNDERSTOOD TO BE BASED ON NOTES SAID TO BE FROM HIS LECTURES AT THE LYCEUM
WHICH WERE EITHER EDITED BY OR DEDICATED TO ARISTOTLE'S SON, NICOMACHUS.
IN MANY WAYS THIS WORK PARALLELS THE SIMILAR EUDEMIAN ETHICS, WHICH HAS
ONLY EIGHT BOOKS, AND THE TWO WORKS CAN BE FRUITFULLY COMPARED. BOOKS V,
VI, AND VII OF THE NICOMACHEAN ETHICS ARE IDENTICAL TO BOOKS 1V, V, AND VI
OF THE EUDEMIAN ETHICS. OPINIONS ABOUT THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE TWO
WORKS, FOR EXAMPLE WHICH WAS WRITTEN FIRST, AND WHICH ORIGINALLY
CONTAINED THE THREE COMMON BOOKS, IS DIVIDED. ARISTOTLE DESCRIBES HIS
ETHICAL WORK AS BEING DIFFERENT FROM HIS OTHER KINDS OF STUDY, BECAUSE IT IS
NOT JUST FOR THE SAKE OF CONTEMPLATING WHAT THINGS ARE, BUT RATHER TO
ACTUALLY BECOME GOOD OURSELVES. IT IS THEREFORE PRACTICAL RATHER THAN
THEORETICAL IN THE ORIGINAL ARISTOTELIAN SENSES OF THESE TERMS.
(SUMMARY FROM WIKIPEDIA)
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