'\ll_f_/'

PLATO

PHAEDRUS

LibriVox

PLATO

PHAEDRUS

"FOR THERE IS NO LIGHT OF JUSTICE OR TEMPERANCE, OR ANY OF THE HIGHER IDEAS WHICH ARE
PRECIOUS TO SOULS, IN THE EARTHLY COPIES OF THEM: THEY ARE SEEN THROUGH A GLASS,
DIMLY...” SOCRATES AND HIS EARNEST FRIEND PHAEDRUS, ENJOYING THE ATHENIAN EQUIVALENT
OF A LUNCHTIME STROLL IN THE PARK, EXCHANGE VIEWS ON LOVE AND ON THE POWER OF
WORDS, SPOKEN AND WRITTEN. PHAEDRUS IS THE MOST ENCHANTING OF PLATO'S EROTIC
DIALOGUES (CAPITALISED IN HONOUR OF THE GOD). THE BAREFOOT PHILOSOPHER URGES AN
EAGER YOUNG ACQUAINTANCE — WHO HAS ALLOWED HIS LOVER'S ORATORICAL SKILLS TO IMPRESS
HIM OVERMUCH — TO RE-EXAMINE THE TEXT OF LYSIAS'S SPEECH IN THE LIGHT OF HIS OWN
EXALTED (AND PLATONIC) VISION OF LOVE. NOT LONG AGO THIS EARLY EXAMPLE OF LITERARY
DISMANTLING WAS ITSELF DECONSTRUCTED BY A CONTEMPORARY SAGE - JACQUES DERRIDA. THE
PRESENT READER TRIES TO PRESENT SOCRATES AS HE CONCEIVABLY WAS: THE CHORTLING,
POT-BELLIED EX-SOLDIER, A FLIRTATIOUS YET CHARISMATIC TALKER WITH A SERIOUS PASSION FOR
TRUTH. (INTRODUCTION BY MARTIN GEESON)

O1 -"MY DEAR PHAEDRUS, WHENCE COME YOU..." - 00:13:29

02 - "WHAT AN INCOMPREHENSIBLE BEING YOU ARE..." — 00:14:55
03 -"NOW, SOCRATES, WHAT DO YOU THINK?"—=00:16:15

04 - "AND NOW, DEAR PHAEDRUS, | SHALL PAUSE..."—00:15:36

O5 -"YOUR LOVE OF DISCOURSE, PHAEDRUS, IS SUPERHUMAN..." —00:13:34
06 - "l MIGHT TELL OF MANY OTHER NOBLE DEEDS..." —00:19:18

O7 -"THUS FAR | HAVE BEEN SPEAKING..." = 00:23:06

08 - "AND SO THE BELOVED, WHO, LIKE A GOD..." - 00:19:14

09 - "SHALL WE DISCUSS THE RULES OF WRITING...?" = 00:12:09

10 - "SUPPOSE THAT YOU READ ME THE FIRST WORDS..." — 00:18:36
11 - "LEAVE THE UNIMPORTANT..." = 00:13:38

12 - "ORATORY IS THE ART OF ENCHANTING THE SOUL..." = 00:10:5 5
13 -"ENOUGH APPEARS TO HAVE BEEN SAID..." —00:11:49

14 - "AND NOW, PHAEDRUS, HAVING AGREED..." — 00:10:5 7
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