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Utopia 
 
by Sir Thomas More (1478-1535) 
Edited by Henry Morley (1822-1894) 
 
This fictional depiction of an “ideal” 
society was published by Thomas More 
in 1516. Despite modern connotations 
of the word "utopia," it is widely 
accepted that the society More 
describes in this work was not actually 
his own vision of a "perfect society." 
Rather he wished to use the contrast 

between the imaginary land's unusual political ideas and the chaotic 
politics of his own day as a platform from which to discuss social 
issues in Europe.  Utopia was first published in England (translated 
into English from the original Latin) in 1551 – sixteen years after 
More’s execution by Henry VIII.  (Wikipedia) 
 
Total running time: 3:53:48 
 
Read by Jenilee  
 
Cover design by Kathryn Delaney 
Illustration from an early edition of Utopia 
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