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POOK MAN'S

EVENING PORTION.

JANUARY. .1.
*

AND he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I

make all things new. Rev. xxi. 5.

My soul ! thou hast been engaged, in the morning of the new

year, with contemplating the eternal and unchanging glory ofthy
Jesus, in his person, work, character, and relations, as in cove-

nant engagements for thy welfare : and thou hast found him tp

be an everlasting and secure foundation to rest upon, and dwell

in, for time and for eternity. Come now, in the evening of the

day, and look up to thy Redeemer in another precious point of

view, and behold him as creatingall things new, while he himself,
in the eternity of his nature, remains for ever and unchangeably
the same. Behold him on his throne; and remember that one
and the same throne belongs to God and the Lamb, to intimate

the unity of the Father and the Son in nature and dignity; in

will, worship, and power. When thou hast duly pondered this

view of Jesus, next listen to the important words he proclaims :

** Behold I make all things new." Pause- Hath he made thee a
new creature "? Yes ! if, as the Holy Ghost saith,

" old things
are passed away, and all things are become new." The new crea-

ture is a thoroughly changed creature. It is a new nature, not a

new name. A new heart will I give you, is the blessed promise :

arid a new spirit will I put within you. So that, if any man be
in Christ, he is a new creature. When this grand point is fully
and clearly ascertained, then, my soul, let the next consideration

from this scripture be, the blessed assurance here given, that

Jesus himself hath wrought it. This indeed cannot but follow ;

for surely the same power that created the world out of nothing,
must be necessary to create a new spirit in the sinner's heart,
which is worse than nothing. In the old creation of nature,

though there was nothing to form it from, yet there was no-

thing to oppose it: but in the unrenewed heart of a sinner there

is every thing to rise up against it ; for " the carnal mind is enmity
against God." Mark it down, then, my soul, that no power less

than God's could have done this, and thy Jesus from his throne
declares it. - Is there any thing more to be gathered from this

proclamation from the throne 1 Yes ! He that first creates the

3



4 JANUARY 2. .

heart anew* ever lives to send, forth the renewings of the Holy
Ghost: for creating grace^ and renewing grace, are both alike

his. Hence,. therefore, let thy morning and evening visits be to

him that sitteth upon, the throne, and maketh all things new.
The same that hath made new heavens, and the new earth,
wherein righteousness dwelleth ; that hath made his tabernacle

with men, and dwelleth in them ; that sitteth upon the throne,

making all things new ; the same is he, yesterday, to-day, and for

ever, that giveth power to the weak, and to them that have no

might he increaselh strength. Hither, my soul, come, under all

thy weakness, fears, doubts, tremblings, and the like : Jesus can,
and will renew thy strength. When I want a heart to pray; to

praise ; to love ; to believe ; yea, when my heart and my flesh

fairit, and hope fails : oh ! let me hear thy voice, thou, that

sitteth upon the throne, and makest all things new : for then
wilt thou be the strength of my heart, and my portion for ever.

Now when the even was come, he sat down with

the twelve. Matt. xxvi. 20.
/

And now the even is again come, will Jesus graciously sit down
with me? Wherefore, my soul, shouldst thou doubt the kind-?

ness of thy condescending Lord! It may be allowed, that in

many of the tender incidents which passed between Jesus and
his disciples while upon earth, there were some peculiarly suited

and designed to have a personal respect to them alone. But in

many things they were the representatives of Jesus's whole

fatally; and hence every child of God may invite Jesus to sit

down with him, and enjoy communion with him: that while
Jesus speaks by his word to his people, and they to him, as hia

whole heart and soul is theirs, so their whole hearts and souls

may go forth in all the sweet exercises of love and faith to him,
and a holy familiarity may take place between them . Come, then,

th'ou, gracious Lord, and sit down with me, after all the toils of

the day, and close the night with some blessed token of thy
favour. I remember somewhat of thy past kindnesses; and
therefore I feel encouraged to seek a renewal of thy love. Do I

not know thee, O thou dear Lord, as a tried, a sure, an un-

changing friend ; a brother born for adversity? And shall not

this knowledge make me confident for all that I have now to ask ?

Shall I go to the Lamb of God, who hath died for me, as one
under doubts and fears that he will not own me, nor regard the

purchase of his blood1 No ! precious Jesus, never will I so dis-

honour thee, while thou hast given me, not the spirit of bondage,
but the spirit of adoption. Never will I lose sight of thee in this

endearing part of thy character ; for thine own love, and not .our

desert, is the rule of thy grace to thy people. Gome, then, Lord

Jejsus, in tfre stillness of this evening, and manifest thyself to iny
heart otherwise than thou dost to the world. If Jesus will but
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JANUARYS, 5

speak, yea, w.hisper in the words of his Holy Scripture, I shall

Ceel all; ttie power, sweetness^ and/eriergy
of its

: saving trathsi

One view of Jesus's heart, and the love in it to poor sinners, will

bear down all the cries of unbelief, all the charms, of the world,
and. all the temptations of the enemy. Yea, Lord, I shall for%
while forget every sorrow, every pain, every difficulty and trial.

And will not the tempter flee, when he beholds my poor feeble

soul upheld in Jesus's arms, and lying in Jesus's bosom ? Blessed
be my God and Saviour, I feel a sense of thy strengthening and

refreshing presence. My faith lays hold of thee, neither will I

let thee go, O thou, the hope of Israel, arid the Savipur thereof!

And why shouldst thou be as a stranger in the land, and as a

wayfaring man that turneth aside to tarry but for a night?

He showed unto them his hands and his side.

John xx. 20.

My Lord and my God ! I would say, while'thou openest to me
such a view, and while I would look into and read thine heart in

it. And what was such a display designed for, dearest Lord? 1
think thou hast taught me to discover. Was it not as if Jesus
had said, "See here the marks of your sure redemption. From
hence issued the blood that hath cleansed you from all sin. And
this blood hath a voice. It is speaking blood, which speaketh.
better things than that of Abel. For his blood cried for ven-

geance, mine for pardon. It speaketh for thee to my Father of
his covenant promises. And it speaketh to theejfrowz my Father
of thy sure acceptance in my salvation." Neither was this alj.

For surely, dearest Jesus, when thou showedst thine hands and

thy side, it was also as if thou hadst said,
" See here an opening

to my heart. Here put in all you wish to tell my Father, and
I will bear it to him with all my warmest affections. And let all

my disciples, in every age of my Church, do this. I will be the
bearer of all their suits. And sure they may be, both ofmy love
and of my success for them; for I will carry all that concerns
them in this opening to my heart." Precious Lord ! -cause me
often to view with the eye of faith this gracious interview of thine
with thy disciples. And as in the evening ofthe day, the disciples
were thus .favoured with thy presence, and so rich a manifestation
of thy love, so, Lord, make me to realize the scene afresh, and

very often in the silence of the night maymy soul be going forth

in the full enjoyment of this spiritual blessing ! Yea, Jesus ! let

me behold thine hands and thy side, and learn day by. day to put
therein all I woul<3 tell my God and Father of thy great salvation,
and my firm reliance upon it ; until from a life of faith I come to

enter upon a life of absolute enjoyment, and behold thee still ?is

the Lamb that hath been slain for the redemption of thy.people,
in the midst of the throne, leading the church to living fountains

of waters, where all tears are wiped away from all eyes.
,
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JANUARY 4 5.

And David said, Seemeth it to you a light ';thing tp

be a king
?s son-in-law, seeing that I am a poor inaii,

and lightly esteemed ? : 1 Sam. xviii. 23. ;
-/- '/ ,. O -. ,/.

'
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. j .; -

Did Dayid indeed set by so hign an honour in being allied to

the family of an earthly prince ; what then must be the dignity
to which believers are called, in being heirs of God and joiht-

heirs with Christ ? The apostle was so lost in the contemplation
of this unspeakable rmercy, that he cried but with holy rapture.
Behold ! what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us,
that we should be called the sons of God ! My soul, art thou be-

gotten to this immense privilege *? Ponder well thy vast inherit-

ance. Not a barren title; not an empty name; this relation-

ship brings with it a rich revenue of all temporal, spiritual, and
eternal blessings. . Sons-in-law and in grace to God in Christ,
believers are born to an inheritance incorruptible and undefined,
and that fadeth not away. They have the spirit of adoption, and
of grace : and because they are sons, God hath sent forth the

spirit of his Son into their hearts, whereby they cry, Abba, Father.

Are they poor in outward circumstances'? bread shall be given,
and water shall be sure ; and their defence shallbe the munitions
of rocks. Are they afflicted in body or in mind ? their back shall

be proportioned to their burden; and as their day is, so shall

their strength be. Every child shall have His own portion, and
the Father's blessing sanctifying all. Yea, death itself is in the

inventory ofthe inheritance of a child of God : for so far is death

from separating from God, that it brings to God. What sayest
thou, my soul! to these things'? Art thou, like David, a

poor man, and lightly esteemed"? Look up and enjoy thy rela-

tionship in Jesus, and from this time do thou cry out, in the

words of the Prophet, and say unto God,
'< My Father! thou

art the guide of my youth."

And Melchisedek king of Salem brought forth bread

and wine: and he was the priest of the most high
God. Genesis xiv. 18. .

it not in the evening of the day, when Abraham, re-

turning from the slaughter of the kings, met this illustrious

person
1

? And will Jesus, my Melchisedek, meet and bless me in

the evening of this day, after my return from conflicts, trials, and
exercises'? I would fain indulge the sweet thought. Surely
this Melchisedek could be no other than Jesus. And did he
love his people then and doth he not love them now ? Did
Jesus witness their battles, and come forth and refresh them?
And is he not Jesus still] Sit down, my soul, and attend to

what the Holy Ghost saith of this Melchisedek; and see

whether, .through his teaching, thou canst make no discoveries



JANUARY 6. 7

of Jesus. Was this Melchisedek priest, of the most high God I

Ancl who but the Son of God was ever sworn into this office.with

an oath 1'j Was; Melchisedek a priest for everV Who hut

Jesus was. this] Had Melchisedefc neither beginning. of dayf
nor end of life

1

? And who but Jesus is the first and- the last?

Was. Melchisedek without father, without mother? And who
of Jesus shall declare his generation ? Did Melchisedek bless

the great father of the faithful 1 And hath .not God the Father

sent his Son to bless us, in turning away every one of us from
our iniquities'? Did the king of Salem bring forth bread and

wine, to refresh the Patriarch and his people? And doth not

our King of righteousness bring forth at his supper the same, as

memorials of his love? yea, his own precious body, which is

meat indeed, and his blood drink indeed. Precious Jesus, thou

great Melchisedek! bring forth anew, this night, these tokens

of thy love. Make thyself known to me in breaking of bread

and prayer, And whilst thou art imparting to me most blessed

views of thyself, give me to apprehend and know thee, and

richly enjoy thy soul-strengthening, soul-comforting presence.
And oh ! for grace from thee, Lord, and the sweet influences of
thine Holy Spirit ; that, like the Patriarch Abraham, I may give
thee tithes of all I possess ! It is true, 1 have nothing, and am
nothing ; yea, in myself, am worse than nothing. But of thine

own would I give thee. Like the poor widow in the gospel, I

would cast all my living into thy treasury. The two mites,
which make a farthing, my soul and body, do I give unto thee.

And those are both thine, by creation, by gift, by purchase,
and by the conquest of thy grace. Take, therefore, all; arid

enable me to present my soul and body a living sacrifice, holy,
acceptable unto the Lord, which is my reasonable service.

When my heart is overwhelmed, lead me to the

Rock that is higher than I. Psalm Ixi. 2. '

Yes, Lord ! I. would make this my morning, noon, and even-

ing petition, that the great glorifier of Jesus would gently lead
me to him who is a rock; and whose work is perfect. I know,
dearest Lord, in theory, and can even reason upon it in seasons
of coolness, that thy strength and thy security never fail; the
failure is in me and my unbelief. And it is only when I lose

sight of thee and thy promise, that I am tossed about with doubts
and misgivings. If Jesus be out of sight, and thwarting dispen-
sations arise, oh ! how soon is my poor forgetful heart ready to

exclaim with the church of old, "I said, My strength, and my
hopeis perished from the Lord." Then come on the reasonings
of flesh and blood. And then the question, whether my interest
in Jesus and his salvation be sure"? And then my poor heart

goes forth,! ilve the dove of Noah from the ark, having- lost sight
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of Jesus, and can find no restingrplace for the sple of my foot.

O^Lord the Spirit, in all such seasons do thou lead meitoiihe
Rock that is higher than I. If thou, blessed leader 6f the Lord's

f distressed ones, would st be my pilot when7

-those storms are

beating upon me, I should soon be blown upon the firm landing-
place of Jesus's security. Oh ! how should I ride out the storm,
even when"the tempest was highest, as long as God the Holy
Ghost enabled me to cast the anchor of faith upon this eternal

Rock of Jesus. lead me, then, thou sovereign Lord,

continually to all-precious Jesus. Open the port of communica-
tion, and keep it constantly open, between Christ and my soul.

Faith will find a soft and quiet bed to sleep on, in the arms of

Jesus, and no noise of wars shall break the soul's rest while re-

posing on him ; for so the promise runs: "Thou wilt keep him
in; perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee, because" he
trusteth in thee." Oh! then, once again I send up the earnest

cry ofmy soul ; let it be continually answered in mercy ! When
my heart is overwhelmed, le%d me to the Rock that is higher
than I.

Is it nothing to you, all ye that pass by? Behold,
and see if there be any sorrow like unto my sorrow,
which is done unto me, wherewith the Lord hath

afflicted me in the day of his fierce anger.
Lament, i. 12.

Dearest Jesus ! I would sit down this evening, and looking
1

up to thee, ask the instructions of thy blessed Spirit, to unfold

some of the many tender inquiries wrapped up in this question
ofmy Lord's. Whatever the mournful Prophet's views were of

the- church's sorrow, when he wrote his book of Lamentations,

surely sorrow never had its full potion poured out, but in the

cup of trembling which thou di'dst drink. And as in all the

afflictions of thy people thou wert afflicted, added to all thine

own personal sufferings, theirs also thou didst sustain. And
where shall I begin, dear Lord, to mark down the vast volume
of thy sorrow 1 From the manger to the cross, every .path was

suffering. Indeed thou art, byway of emphasis; called "the
Man of sorrows and acquainted with grief." Thorns and thistles

the earth is made to bring forth, to human nature at large: but
as in taking away this curse thou becamest a curse for thy peo-
ple, none but thyself, dearest Jesus, was ever crowned with
thorns ; as if to testify the supremacy of thy sufferings. And
did all our curses indeed fall upon thee ? Was all the Father's

wrath, in the full vials of his anger against sin, made to light

upon thee "? Didst thou wade through all, and sustain all, and
boat all, on purpose that thy redeemed might be delivered?
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DiS great drops of blood in a cold night (when a fire of coals

becamd needful to 'warm thy disciples) fall from thy sacred bo'dy,

from the agony of thy soul's suffering! Did the Son of God,
who from all eternity lay in his bosom, the' only begotten and

dearly beloved of his affection, indeed die under amazement and

exceeding sorrow, and the cry of his soul issue forth of his

Father's desertion 1 .Were these among the sorrows of Jesus ?

And is it nothing to you, all ye that pass by ? Is it.nothing to

you, ye that by disregard and indifference would crucify the

Son, of God afresh, and put him to an open shame? Come
hither, ye careless and unconcerned ; come hither, ye fools that

make a mock^of sin ; come hither, ye drunkards and defiled of

every description and character, whose cups oflicentiousness and
mirth havemingled for him the wormwood and the gall : behold

Jesus, and say, is it nothing to you, all ye that pass by ? My
soul, bring the question home to thine own heart, and never give
over the solemn meditation. It is, indeed, to thee every thing
that is momentous and eternally. interesting. Yes! precious
Jesus ! every wound ofthine speaks ; every feature, every groari,

every cry, pleads/or me, and with me. If I forget thee, O thou

bleeding Lamb ! let my right hand forget her cunning. If

I do not remember thee, let my tongue cleave to the roof of my
mouth; yea, if I prefer not the solemn meditation of Gethsemane
and Calvary above my chiefjoy !

A pool, which is called in the Hebrew tongue,
Bethesda. John v. 2.

Go down, my soul, this evening to the pool and cloisters of

Bethesda, as the Prophet was commanded to go dpwn to the

potter's house. Peradventure thy Lord may do by thee as^ he

graciously did by him ; cause thee to hear his words. The pool
of Bethesda was the place or house of mercy. It was so to the

bodies of those whom the Lord healed there. It becomes so

now to the souk of those Who behold Jesus in the representation.
In the cloisters around the pool, lay a great multitude of sick,

waiting for a cure. Ponder over the miseries of our fallen na-
ture. It is always profitable to note distinguishing blessings.
Are hospitals numerous ; frequently filled ; numbers sick ; num-
bers dying; numbers dead1 Am I in health 1 And will not
the voice of praise go forth to the bountiful Author in a con-

sciousness of the distinguishing mercy ? This pool was blessed
with a miraculous quality. One poor creature, and but one, at
that season when the waters were moved by the descent of an

angel into the pool, (most probably discovered by the agitation of
the pool,) was cured ofwhatsoever disease he had. Sweet testi-

mony, before the coming of Christ, that the Lord had not left

his people, although the Church was then in a very languishing-
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sjate; : But, my soul, attend to the spiritual beauty of this lute- ;.

resting jecqrd. "The pool of Bethesda, no doubt, was intended
as a typical representation of the fountain opened to the hous'e

of David, and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, for sin and for

uncleanness. And the Son of God, by visiting the pool, and

healing a poor paralytic by the sovereign word of his own power,
without the means, seemed very plainly to intimate the ine^kpe-

diency of the type, when the person signified was present. Be-
hold in this pool, then, the house of mercy always open. In a.

world like the present, full of misery, because full of sin, multi-

tudes of folk, impotent in soul, should be found in the cloisters

of ordinances and under the means of grace. Jesus loves those

places. These are his favourite haunts. Here he comes to

heal, and to impart blessings. And that not to one only at a
season. In his blood a sovereign efficacy is found for all who
are washed in it. He cures the guilt of sin, the dominion of

sin, the sting of sin. And he doth all in so gracious, so con-

descending, so sovereign a manner, as cannot but endear him to

every heart. Blessed be the Lord that hath led me to his pool
at Bethesda, and hath healed my soul in his blood. The Lord
is my strength and my song, and he is become my salvation.

And think not to say within yourselvesj
We have

Abraham to our Father
; for I say unto you, that God is

able of these stones to raise up children unto Abraham.
Matt. iii. 9.

Precious are the doctrines contained in the bosom of thismost
blessed scripture ! May the Almighty Author of his own holy
word open to me this evening some of the many divine things
contained in it ! And first, my soul, remark that the blessing to

Abraham, and to his seed, wasnot through the law. He is not
a Jew that is one outwardly. The blood of nature which ran

through Abraham's veins had no respect to the grace which Was
planted in Abraham's heart. If ye be Christ's is the relatibn-

ship,-for then the Holy Ghost beareth witness ye are Abraham's

seed, and heirs according to the promise. No Ishmaels, no
sons of Ketufah, not of the bond-women, but of the free. And
what a sWeet thought it is also to consider, that as God called

Abraham when an idolater, so now the gifts and callings of God
are the same. And in every call doth he not say, Look unto -the

rock whence ye are hewn, and to the hole of the pit whence ye
are digged ? Look unto Abraham your Father, and unto Sarah
that bare you, for I called ^him alone and blessed him, and in-

creased him. Do not overlook this, my soul ; it will always
tend to exalt and endear thy Jesus. But let us not stop here.

Supposing, as some have thought, that the Baptist was standing
on the banks of Jordan, and referring to the memorial (Joshua
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iy. 9) of the twelve
tribes

of Israel, the allusion to the crea.ting

soiilsi from, such unpromising and unheardrof means becomes;a
most delightful thought to a child of -God, to comfort him con*

cerning the sovereignty of God's grace. Pause, myvspul, and

let the thought fill up thine evening's meditation, lie down withT

thee, and form thy songs of the night. Had it pleased thy cove-

nant God in Christ so to 'have wrought his salvation, no doubt,

nothing could have been more easy to his Omnipotency than to,

have raised heirs of glory from the stones. When the hurrian

soul, which came out of the Almighty Maker's hand at first pure

and'holy, had by apostasy lost all its beauty and loveliness, how
quickly might Jehovah have reduced it to its original nothing-
ness, and from the stones of the earth raised up a seed to praise
him ! But here, as in a thousand instances, God's ways arenot
our ways, nor his thoughts our thoughts. To glorify his dear

Son, the soul which is polluted and defiled shall be made infi-

nitely more precious by redemption than it was by creation
when unpolluted. Beautiful as it was before it fell, yet is it

vastly more beautiful now, when washed in the Redeemer's
blood. Had it continued in its uprightness,' it would have been
but the uprightness of the creature, still liable to fall at any time
from its integrity, as Adam did. But now, united to Jesus, the

righteousness and purity of the redeemed is the, righteousness
and holiness of the Redeemer,^ind can never possibly be lost or

forfeited any more.
" Thy Maker is thine Husband, the Lord of

Hosts is his name: and thy Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel,

the God of the whole earth shall he be called ." Pause, my soul !

Hast thou a part, an interest in this blessedness? Art thou a

p'oor,Gentile by nature^and by practice, an alien to the common-
wealth ofIsrael, a stranger to the covenants ofpromise ; and, once
without ,ho{e, without God, and without Christ in the world^
art thou now brought nigh by the blood of Christ? Surely, had
God raised a seed from the stones of the Dearth to Abraham to

bless, him, the act would not have been more sovereign, neither

the mercy more gracious! Hath Jehovah raised thee from
death, sin, and hell ; washed thee in the blood of the Lamb;
regenerated thee by his blessed Spirit: made thee a temple for

himself, and formed thee for his glory 1 Oh, then, join the Pro-

phet's song, and cry out in his words, "
Sing, O ye heavens ! for

the Lord hath done it : shout ye lower parts of the earth : break
forth into singing, ye mountains, O forest, and every tree

therein: for the Lord hath redeemed Jacob, and glorified him-
self in Israel."

Whose I am, and whom 1 serve.'-^Jlcts xxvii. '23.

Here is a delightful subject for an evening meditation, if, Jike
the Apostle, who thus expressed himself, a child of GpjL can take

up the same words, and from the same well-grounded authority.
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]|aul;
was in the midst of a storm, with

butitixe certainly of shipwreck before him, when he
hiimself in his covenant relations. Ani angel n^d in

of what would happen ; and had bidden him to be of good
courage. But Paul's chief confidence arose from; the consider-

ation of whose property he was;, and whose service he was- en-

gaged in. '-.See to it, my soul, that -thy assurance be the same ;

and thy security in every dark
night^will

be the same also. For
if thou art.Jesus's property, ^depend upon it thou wilt be
Jesus's , care. Hath Jesus bought thee with his. blood;
made thee his by grace; and hast thou voluntarily given
up thyself to him in a covenant not to be broken ? Hath the
Lord spoken to thee by the sweet voice of his word, brought
hci.me to the heart in the gracious application, of his Spirit 1

Doth lie say to thee, as to Jacob of old : f'Fear not, for I have
redeemed thee ; I have called thee by thy name, thou art mine 1"
Oh! then, how sure will be the promise that follows :

* Wherj
thou passest through the waters I will be with thee, and through
the rivers, they shall not overflow '.

thee : when thou walkest

through the fire thou shalt not be burned, neither shall the flame

kindle upon thee: for I am the^ Lord thy God, the Holy One of

Israel, thy Saviour.". If in a view ofcovenant relationship, thou
canst say with Paul concerning Jesus, whose, I am; do thou
next search after the love-tokens of thine own heart, in cove-

nant engagements also,
;and see whether thou canst adopt Paul's

language in the other particular, and say, as he did, whom I
serve.''- Is Jesus the only object of thy love 1 "Did he give him-
self for thee; and hath 'he by his Holy Spirit enabled -thee to

give thyself unto him
1

? Hast thou given thyself to him, and

given thyself for him, and art thou willing to part with every
thing for the promotion of his glory 1 Depend upon it, the real

confidence of the soiilcan only be found in faith's enjoyment of

these things. My soul ! drop not into the arms of sleep before

thou hast brought this point to a decision. No storm of the

night, no tempest without, will alarm, while Jesus, by his Holy
Spirit, speaks peace within. If Jesus be thine, then all is thine ;

and as thou art his, every promise is made over to thee with

him, whose thou art, and whom thou dost serve. Sweet promise
to lie down with on the bed of night, or the bed of death,: " My
people shall dwell in a peaceable habitation, and in sure dwell^

ings, and in quiet resting-places." -Isaiah xxxii. 18.

Thou that dwellest in the gardens, the companions
hearken to thy voice ;

cause me to hear it.

Song yiii. 13.

> Hark, ray soul ! Is not this Jesus speaking to thee? Listen

to thy Lord, for sweet is his voice, and his countenance is comely.
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Itnovir I\thatJesus is speaking to me in theseword* of

t j$^chy.3iid seeji^t be so. What are'thesej^rdens
thei Lord speaks of? Surely the special congregations pf his

churches. Is not Jesus's Church_one universal Church, ofJew
and Gentile, made up of the several assemblies of the faithful

throughout the earth? And art thou, ray soul, brought into the

Church of Jesus by resignation, by adoption, by the'spepial call

-of God the Father, the purchase of Christ's blood, the conquest
ofthe Spirit, and the voluntary surrender of thine heart to God ?

And dost thou dwell in those gardens ? Are Jesus's ordinances

thy delight ; his holy days thy beloved days ; his presence thy

joy; his tabernacles amiable to thee? And is it the uniform

desire of thine heart, to dwell in the house of the Lord all the

days of thy life ; to behold the beauty of the Lord^ and to inquird
in his temple? Oh ! the blessedness of such a dwelling! the

felicity of the souls who dwell in it! Is it not to all such who
keep his Sabbaths, and join themselves to the Lord to serve him?
"Even unto them will I give in mine house and withinmywalla
a place and a name, better than of sons and of daughters: 'twill

. give them an everlasting name, that shall not be cut off."-^-Isaiah

lvi.5. My soul! when thou hast answered this inquiry, go on,
and make a farther search concerning the companions. B ut what
a.large door of examination will open on this ground ! The
holy Lord himself, in his trinity of persons, has condescended to

reveal himself according to the Church's faith in Christ. And
every individual believer, even thou, my soul, poor, and worth-

less, and insignificant, as thou art in thyself, yet considered in

relation to Jesus, even thou, in common with all true followers
of Jesus, earnest about .with thee evident tokens of the grace of
the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God the Father, and the fel-

lowship of the Holy,Ghost. Pause, and determine here again:
Are these sacred persons companions of thine? Do they.walk
with thee, and thou with them ? Do they hear thy voice speak-
ing of the love of each, the grace, the mercy, the goodness of
covenant compassion to poor sinners, in and through the rich

salvation of the blood and righteousness of Jesus? But are
there not other companions^ even fell ow.-saints and fellow-citizens
of the household of God, which may be implied in these words?
And do they hear thy testimony concerning Jesus ? Can they
witness for thee, that thy lips drop as the honeycomb concerning
thy Lord, and that his name, his love, his full, free, finished sal-

vation, are the one constant, unceasing subject of thy whole con-
versation? Dost thou so speak, so live, and dwell upon the

precious name of thy Lord; and not only talk of Jesus,. but
walk with Jesus ? And doth Jesus hear thee, and take pleasure
in thy edifying conversation, ministering grace to the hearers?
Is a book of remembrance written before him, concerning those
that fear the Lord and speak often one to another, and think

upon his name? And doth Jesus, while he graciously looks oii

2
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aid hearkeris,1>id thee come to hihi and say,
"

Itfy voice 1" What1 are thy praises of Jesus, arid thy praiseif &>

Jesus;, pleasant to my Lord 1 Doth he, indeed, love to hear thy
poor, lisping, stammering tongue 1 If, while I speak to others of

my companions of his blood arid righteousness, and of my soul's

joy in him, my adherence tn him, my dependence wjoon him, and

my expectationfrom him, Jesus not only favours the sweet em-

ployment, but bids me'come to him, and tell himself of all that

passeth in my heart concerning him, surely henceforth I will

hasten to my Lord, pour out my whole soul before him, and tell

him that he is a thousand times more precious to me than thou-

sands of gold and silver. Yea, blessed Lord ! night and morn-

ing, and seven times a day will I praise thee, and thou shalt hear

my voice. Witnes's for me, ye my companions, angels of light,

yea, my .Lord himself, if aught but his love and his praise occupy
my soul. Thy name, thy love, thy grace, all, all that belongs to

Jesus, shall dwell in my heart, and wholly fill it; shall hang
upon my tongue in endless commendation of his beauty, and my
soul's delight in him. And even in death may the last trem-

bling sound the companions gather from my lips be of Jesus,
the altogether lovely and the chiefest among ten thousand !

Then went Boaz up to the gate, and sat him down
there: and behold, the kinsman of whom Boaz spake
came by; unto whom he said, Ho, such a one! turn

aside, sit down here. And he turned aside, and sat

down. Ruth iy. 1.

It is blessed to see when, from general calls in the gospel, the

call becomes personal. The genera/ invitation is, "Ho! every
one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters." The personal call is,
" Ho! such a one." Jesus calleth his own sheep by name,* how
is this donel When at any time the Lord speaketh by the

ministry ofhis word to their particular state and circumstances ;

as for example, Jesus saith, I came not to call the righteous but

sinners to repentance ; faith saith in answer, Then it is for me
,-

for I am a sinner. So again when it is said, God commendeth
his love to us, in that while we were yet sinners Christ died for

us
; faith replieth, Then is that love suited to my case and cir-

cumstances, for I am both by nature and by practice a sinner

before God. So again, when Jesus ascended up on high, he is

said to have received gifts for men, yea, for the rebellious, that

the Lord God might dwell among them. Faith again finds

similar encouragement to go upon, in order to make the thing

personal ; for the believer saith,! have been rebellious from the

womb. In short, faith always discovers ground to rest for
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.assurance, when, from general rules, there is found sufficient

^(5bpe for special application ; and in the suitableness of Christ

to the sinner's necessity, and the suitableness of the sinner for

the Redeemer's glory, .the word comes with power to the heart,

.and with an energy not unlike the application of the Apostle's
sermon: Tpyowis the word of this salvation sent; for then like

the kinsman of Boaz, the call becomes personal, altering the

appellation from every one to such a one , and the believing soul

comes at the call, turns aside, and sits down, as the very one with
whom the business is to be transacted. My soul ! hast thou.heard

the gospel invitation, and found it personal ? The answer will

not be far to obtain, if such evidences be discoverable in thyself.
Faith is a precious grace, which never rests until it hath acquired
all it stands in need of. As the invitation comesfrom Christ, so,

where it is personally received and accepted, it leads to Christ.

Faith is never satisfied with general views, its whole aim is at

personal enjoyments. There is a selfishness to appropriate and

bring home all that is offered. Salvation is proclaimed from
heaven for sinners. God the Father gives it; God the Son pur-
.chaseth it ; God the Spirit sends it to the heart with a Ho !

such a one, turn aside, sit down. See to it, my soul, that thou
hast this personal interest in it, and that Christ is formed in thy
heart the hope of glory.

-

And Enoch walked with God.
:

Gen. v. 22,

I have often considered, and as often found pleasure, in the
.consideration of the very honourable testimony which the Holy
Ghost hath given to the faith of the patriarchs, both in the Old
and New Testaments. What wonders were wrought by faith'!
" They walked with God ! They endured (saith the sacred writer)
as seeing him'who is invisible." They communed with God, and
were as conscious of his spiritual presence, and spiritual society,
.as we are of sensible objects. Hence, by these acts of frequent
communion, the souls found a growing likeness. The more they
loved God, the more their minds were led by grace into an in-

creasing conformity to what they loved. This assimilation is a
natural consequence, even among natural things. He that

walketh with wise men will be wise. We naturally imbibe the

manners, the sentiments,, yea, the very habits, of those with
whom we like to associate. How much more must a frequent
intercourse and communion with the Lord, and under his spi-
ritual teaching, induce a conformity to the most fair, most lovely,
and most beloved object of the soul !

"
Beholding, (saith the

.Apostle,) as in a glass, the glory of the Lord, we are changed
into the same image, from glory to glory, even as by thejSpirit
of the- Lord." Are these things so 1 Then it is explained to thee,

my soul, wherefore it is- that thou goest so lean, and art yet so
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poo* in the
;
divine life. Thou dost not, as Enoch did,ketp up a

continual communion with Jesus. Pause, this evening, over the

8uxbject,;and see if this be not the case. All the days of thine

uriregeneracy, before thou,wert first brought acquainted With
God in Christ, were spent in a total ignorance of God. There
was then no communion with him ; yea, not even the desire of

communion. But when God, who commanded the light to

shine out of darkness, shined into thine heart^ then was first

given to thee the light of the knowledge of the glory of God, in

the face of Jesus Christ. Recollect, then, what were thy feelings
when the day-spring from on high first visited thee. Didst thou
not flee to Jesus, as the man-slayer hastening for his life to. the

city of refuge ? Oh ! how feelingly wert thou made to value the

very name of a Saviour! How earnestly didst thou seek him
above thy necessary food ! And if thou hast ;

since intermitted

those visits to Jesus, and lost a sense of thy daily want of him,
can it be a subject of wonder that this leanness of soul is in-

duced in thee 7 Will not a distance from, and a shyness of,

Jesus, produce a poverty in spiritual things, as much as the

wantibf food to the body will bring on a leanness and a decline

in bodily things 1 Learn, then, this evening, an unanswerable

reply to all thy complaints, and the complaints of the Church at

large. "Wherefore is it that believers live so much below their

privileges, but because they live so much below the enjoyment
of sweet communion with Jesus'? If worldly concerns swallow

up our time, as the earth did Korah and his company ; if we are

satisfied with a mere form of prayer in our morning and evening
retirement, and in our family worship before God, while destitute

of the power of godliness ; if we are still but little acquainted
with the Lord, and seldom go to court to behold the king in his

beauty, and to be favoured with his smiles
;'

it is no longer a
matter of surprise, that, from keeping so poor a house, we are

so poor in enjoyment. Oh ! for grace to walk with God, as Enoch
walked I Make me, thou dear Lord, jealous above all things of

my own heart Let every morning, with the first dawn of day,
call me up to holy communion with thee. And let every night
toll the bell of reflection, to examine what visits I have hadfrom
thee, and what visits I have made to thee; and let nothing
satisfy my soul but the continual walk of faith with thee; that

from an increasing knowledge of thee, increasing communion
with thee, and increasing confidence in thee, my soul may be

growing up into such lively actings of grace upon thy person,
Blood, and righteousness, that a daily walk of communion with

my Lord may be gradually preparing my soul for the everlasting

enjoyment of him; and when death comes, though it make a

change of place, yet will it make no change of company; but
"
awaking up after thy likeness, I shall be fully satisfied with it"
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A certain, beggar, named Lazarus* Luke vi. 20. ' ;

What an affecting representation hath the Holy Ghost here
made of a poor, but gracious man ! , He was not only poor in the

mere wants of life, hut exposed in person to great misery ; full of

bruises, sores; and griefs. His lot was not to be taken into the

house of the rich man, but to lie at his gate. He had the sorrow

to behold every day some pampered at the tables of the great,
caressed and entertained ; but for himself, the crumbs which fell

from their over-abundance appear to have been denied him. At

length his sorrows are ended, and death removes him to the upper
world. The~rich man also died, and was buried ; in hell he lifteth

up his eyes, being in torments* and beholdeth Abraham afar off,

and Lazarus in his bosom. My soul ! this is no parable, but a

reality ; and, in the general view of it, may serve to teach how
very widely we err in our estimate of men and things. Who that

looked on, but would have concluded that Lazarus was the most
miserable of creatures I And who but would have thought the

rich man to have been the most happy ] Yet it was the aggrava-
tion of even hell itself, in the torments of the damned, to behold
the felicity of the righteous. Jesus himself hath so marked it :

"There shall be weeping, and gnashing of teeth, (saith Christ,)
when ye shall see Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, and all the

prophets, in the kingdom of God, and ye yourselves thrust out."

Luke xiii. 28. But were these the principal points our Lord had
in view in this representation 1 I think not. My soul! turn the

whole over again in solemn consideration, this evening, and see

whether, in this certain beggar, there are not to be discovered
features of thy Lord? Though he was rich, yet we know for our
sakes he became poor, that we through his poverty might*be
made rich. Though he was in the form of God, and with him it

was no robbery to be equal with God, yet he made himself of no

reputation, and not merely humbled himself to the condition of
a poor man, and one that had not where to lay his head, but he
humbled himself to the cursed death of the cross. Was Lazarus

poor, full of sores and maladies 1 And was not Jesus " the man
of sorrows and acquainted with grief

1

?" Who, like the Son of

God, was ever so wounded ? Of whom but Jesus could it ever
be said, the Father of mercies, and God of all grace, was pleased
to bruise him and put him to grief1 Did the beggar lay unre-

garded at the gate 1 And who can overlook the neglect and scorn,
the cruelty and ill-usage exercised upon the person ofJesus, when
he lay at the door of the rich scribes and pharisees, when ar-

raigned at the bar of Pilate, and when nailed to the cross?
Precious Lord Jesus ! thy death closed thy sufferings, and angels '\
attended thy triumph unto thy kingdom in freaveri! Oh! the

'""'"

blessedness ofbeholding thee at the right hand of the majesty on

high ! Oh ! the hell upon earth in refusing to hear Moses and
the prophets in their predictions concerning thee ! And what a

2*
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tremendous close will it be the everlasting torments in the hell

to come, when thou shalt come, with ten thousand of thy saints,
to execute judgment upon all, and to convince all that are ungodly
among them, ofall theirungodly deeds, which they have ungodly
committed, and of all their hard speeches,- which ungodly sinners

have spoken against him. Then, blessed Lord ! every eye shall

see thee, and they also which pierced thee; and all kindreds

of the earth shall wail because of thee. Even so ! Amen !

At evening-time it shall be light. Zech. xiv. 7.

Then must it be miraculous; for nothing short of a super-
natural work could produce such an effect. Sunrise at eventide

is contrary to nature ; and the rising of the Sun of Righteousness
is a work of grace. Pause then, my soul, over the promise, and
see whether such an event hath taken place in thy circumstances.
As every thing in Jesus, and his salvation, in respect to his Church
and people, is the sole result of grace, not nature ; so all the

Lord's dispensations carry with them the same evidences. It is

even-time in the soul, yea, midnight darkness, ere first the Lord
shines in upon it

;
it is so in all the after dispensations, when

some more than ordinary manifestation is made ; it is among the

blessed methods of grace, when the Lord surpriseth his people
with some rich visits of his love and mercy.

" I said, (cried the

Church, at a time when the waters of the sanctuary ran low,) my
way is hidden from the Lord, and my judgment is passed over

from my God." But it is in creature weakness that Creator

strength is manifested ; and whenwe are most weak in ourselves,
thgn is the time to be most strong in the Lord. We have a

lovely example of this in the case of the patriarch Jacob. His
beloved Joseph was torn in pieces, as the poor patriarch thought,

by wild beasts ; a famine compelled him to send his sons into

Egypt to buy corn, and there Simeon, another son, was detained ;

and the governor of Egypt declared, that until Benjamin, Jacob's

youngest son, was sent, Simeon should not return. Under these

discouraging circumstances, the poor father cried out, "Joseph
is not, and Simeon is not, and will you take Benjamin also *? All

these things are against me." But the sequel proved that all

these things were/or Az/n, and all working out a deliverance for

him and his household, in which the Church of Jesus (which was
to be formed from the house of Jacob) should triumph for ever.

"At evening-time it shall be light." The Lord sometimes, and

perhaps not unfrequently, induces darkness, that his light may
be more striking. He hedges up his people's way with thorns,
that the almighty hand, which removes them, may be more

plainly seen. Oh ! it is blessed to be brought low, to tye sur-

rounded sometimes with difficulties, to see no way of escape, and
all human resources fail, purposely that our extremity may be the
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Lord ?s opportunity, and when we are most low, Jesus maybe
most exalted. My soul ! is it now eventide in the soul, as it is

eventide in the day 1 Art thou stripped, humbled, convinced

of thy nothingness! Oh! look* to all-precious, all-suitable

Jesus. Hear what the Lord saith: When the poor and the

needy seek for water, and there is none, and their tongue faileth

for thirst, I, the Lord, will hear them ; I, the God of Israel, will

not forsake them. I will open rivers in dry places, and fountains

in the midst of valleys.
" At evening-time it shall be light."

A certain man made a great supper, and bade many.
Luke xiv. 16.

Is not this certain man designed to represent the Father of

mercies, and God of all grace 1 And is not the great supper in-

tended to set forth the full, generous, free, and plentiful feast

made for poor sinners by Jesus Christ in his gospel 1 My soul,
thou art invited, for the message of grace is to the poor, and the

maimed, and the halt, and the blind. Jesus keeps a noble house,
and it is an open house. The evening is come the hour of

supper is arrived : arise, then, and accept the invitation. Behold,
Lord, I am come ! And now what are the spiritual delicacies of

thy table! First, methinks I hear the generous Lord proclaim a

hearty welcome. And it is a sweet thought for my poor soul to

cherislvthat in whatever heart Jesus is welcome, that heart is

welcome to Jesus; for as a poor hungry sinner needs a full

Saviour, so a full Saviour needs a poor empty sinner, to give out
of his fulness upon, and grace for grace. Neither is a poor sinner

more happy in receiving Jesus, than Jesus is glorified in receiving
a poor sinner. " The Lord waits to be gracious." And what are

the viands at his table 1 The kingdom of God is not meat and
drink ; but righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.

Here, then, I find the whole of the blessed feast. Here is Jesus
himself, the bread of life, and the water of life, whose flesh is

meat indeed, and his blood drink indeed. Here are pardon, and

mercy, and peace ; here is strength to help in every time of need ;

all grace treasured up for his people in himself, and now to be

imparted as their several circumstances require. Moreover, the

King himself is come to his table. I could not be mistaken
in his voice. He saith, "I am come into my garden, my sister,

my spouse. I have gathered my myrrh with my spice. I have,
eaten my honeycomb with my honey. I have drunk my wine
with my milk. Eat, friends ! drink, yea drink abundantly, O
beloved !" What doth our Jesus mean by "his myrrh with his

spices 1" Doth he mean the preparing the souls of his guests for

this banquet, by enduing them with the spirit of repentance, and
faith"? or is it to set before them his own sufferings and death,

"by whpse stripes they are healed 1" In either sense, blessed
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be my'bountiful Lord ! he is himself the provider; it is fo's table,

and he furnisheth the whole of it. He is the substance, the life,

the: way,ihe means, the end, the first and the last of all ; it is' all

his own, and of his fulness dowe all receive. And, dearest Lord !

art thou pleased with thy guests when they come at thine invi-

tation, under a deep sense of want, earnestly desiring to partake
of thy bounty, approaching under the sweet leadings of thy Holy
Spirit, and clothed in the wedding-garment of thine own right-
eousness 1 thou bountiful Lord ! how blessed are they that

sit in thine house, they will be continualljr praising thee ! Now,
my soul, thou hast eaten, and art full ; arise from the holy table

as one fed and filled with the Spirit, bless the kind Master of

the feast, and give thanks, crying out with holy Simeon,
" Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according
to thy word, for mine eyes have seen thy salvation."

Behold, I stand at the door, and knock : if any man
hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to

him, and will sup with him, and he with me.
Revelation iii. 20.

See,my soul, what condescension there is in Jesus ! It was but
on the last evening that thou wert feasted, by his own gracious
invitation, at his table ; and now the Lord invites himself at

thine. So earnest is Jesus to keep up the closest acquaintance
and holy familiarity with his redeemed, that if they are at any
time backward in inviting him, he will invite himself. Jesus is

come, then, this evening, before thou art prepared tor him ; yea,
not only before thou hast invited him, but even before thy poor,

timid, and unbelieving heart could have had the idea or expecta-
tion of such a guest. And hear what the gracious, kind, affec-

tionate Lord saith-Behold ! In which he not only desires to

have it heard and known by thee, but all the Church shall know
his love in this particular, and be witness of his great grace and
condescension. And where is the Lord ] Behold ! Island^ he

saith, at the. door, and knock! And wilt thou not, my soul,

instantly cry out, as Laban of old did to the messenger of Abra-

ham, "Come in, thou blessed of the Lord; wherefore standest

thou without
1

?" Oh! the grace that is in the heart of Jesus ;

that he, who is the sovereign Lord of all, who hath made us,

redeemed us, bought us with such a price as his blood, should
nevertheless stand without, and beg admittance into the hearts

of his people, which he hath made, and new made, and over

whom he hath all power to kill and to make alive, to heal and to

^destroy ! Precious, precious Jesus ! I bless thy name that I hear

thy voice. Thy loud and powerful knocks, by thy word and by
thy Spirit, have made me earnest for thy admission. Put in

thine hand, Lord, by the hole of the door, and open my heart,
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as thou didst Lydia's, and give me all-suited grace ;
to receive

thee, to embrace thee, to love thee, to delight in thee, and give
thee a most hearty welcome. I would say in the warmth and
desire ofmy soul, and in the language of thine own most sacred

words " Lift up your heads, O ye gates, and be ye lift up ye
everlasting doors, and the King of glory shall come in !" And
what hath my Lord promised, when the door of my poor heart

is opened ? Yea, thou hast said, I will come in to him, and sup
with him, and he with me. Bountiful Lord ! wilt thou, indeed,

give me the precious privilege of an union with thee and com-
munion with thyself and thy graces ? Wilt thou feed and feast

me at my poor house, as on the last night thou didst at thine

own? I have nothing to set before thee; I can bring forth

nothing worthy thy acceptance. But methinks I hear my Lord

say, I am the bread of life, and the bread of God, which cometh
down from heaven. I am all, and provide all, and will give the

true relish and enjoyment for all ! Lord, I fall down under a

deep sense of my vileness and thy glory ; my emptiness, and
thine all -sufficiency. Yea, blessed Master ! be thou all in all,

and let my poor soul feast upon thy fulness; and do thou "stay
me with flagons, comfort me with apples, for I am sick of love."

And thou shalt say unto them, This is the offering
made by fire which ye shall offer unto the Lord

; two
lambs of the first year without spot day by day, for a

continual burnt offering. The one lamb shalt thou

offer in the morning, and the other lamb shalt thou

offer at even. JYumbers xxviii. 3, 4.

Pause, my soul, over the scriptural account of this solemn
transaction ! Think how infinitely important in the sight of
Jehovah was, and is, that vast sacrifice of the Lamb of God,
" slain from the foundation of the world," which every day, morn-

ing and evening, the Lord commanded to be set forth in an offer-

ing made by fire. With what exactness the Church observes this

daily rite of oblation ! How scrupulous were all true Israelites

in this service ! and how fully did it proclaim to them the doc-

trine, that
" without shedding of blood there was no remission!"

Who that reads the solemn precept, and remarks the strictness

of Israel in their obedience to it, but must be struck with this

conviction? And who can for a moment doubt but that the

whole was performed by faith in the Lamb of God, which, in

after ages, did away all the penal effects of sin by the sacrifice

of himself? Pause again, m^ soul ! Hath this daily sacrifice

ceased, as the prophet Daniel declared it should ? Dan. ix. 27.

Is the lamb of the morning and the lamb of the evening now no
more ? And wherefore ? Because the thing signified being ac-
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x

cpmplished, the sign is needed to minister no longer; the sub-
stance being come, the shadow is for. ever done away. And
shall not thy morning.and thine evening act of faith be expressly
exercised upon this one Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin

of the w.orld ? Did the faithful Israelite, at nine in the morning,
and three in the evening, (the hours of those daily sacrifices,)
offer the lamb by faith in the promised Redeemer

1

? And shall

not the believing followers of the blessed Jesus have their hours
of commemoration in spiritual acts of praise and faith, upon the

bleeding body of Him who, by the one offering of himself, once

offered, hath for ever perfected them that are sanctified ? Yes,
thou precious Lamb of God ! I would pray for grace to see thee

in every act of faith, in every offering of prayer, every ordinance,

every means of grace, and all the rites of religious worship. I

would behold thee through the whole of the Bible as the one

thing, the only thing signified. I would trace the sweet, the

blessed, the soul-comforting, soul-strengthening, soul-transform-

ing subject, until, from the Lamb slain from the foundation of

the world, I followed the Lamb whithersoever he went ; until I

beheld thee, as the beloved Apostle saw thee, the Lamb, as it had
been slain, in the midst of the throne, still wearing on thy glori-
fied body the marks of our redemption. And there, precious
Jesus, should my eyes fix, and my heart centre all her joys,
because also in this exalted state thou art still the Lamb. Thy
glory and thy power have made no change of nature, though of

place. Thou art the Lamb of God, and the Brother of thy peo-

ple still. The eternal efficacy of thy blood and righteousness,
and the everlasting love in thine heart towards thy redeemed,
is the same. As in person, so in office, thou art Jesus Christ,
the same yesterday, and to-day, and for ever. Amen.

And grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, whereby ye
are sealed unto the day of redemption.

Ephesians iv. 30. ,

Methinks I would make this scripture the motto of my daily
walk, to keep in remembrance more than the dearest friend that

wears the ring of love upon his finger, and bears it about with
him whithersoever he goeth. And is the Holy Spirit grieved
whenever a child of God forgetteth Jesus, and by indulgence in

any sin, loses sight of those sufferings which he endured for sin?

Yes, God the Holy Ghost is grieved, cdmmunion with God the

Father is interrupted, and all the agonies and bloody sweats of
Jesus forgotten, if there be a loose and careless life. And shall

I ever grieve the Holy Ghost by* any one allowed transgression?
Would not my soul feel shame on the consciousness of it, even
.if no eye but his had seen the foul act? Wouldst thou grieve
for me, O Lord, at such a sight? Can it be possiblethat a poor
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worm of the earth, such as I am, should excite such regard and
attention? And shall not the consideration have its constant,

unceasing influence upon my soul? Shall I grieve the holy
Lord hy an unholy conduct? Shall I quench those sweet in-

fluences which first quickened me, and recompense the kindness

which, had it not been called forth to my spiritual life, would
have left me to this hour as it first found me, dead in trespasses
and sins ? Oh ! thou holy, blessed, gracious Lord God ! with-

draw not, I beseech thee, thy restraining influences ; leave me
not for a moment to myself ! Thou knowest that I shall grieve
thee, if unassisted by thy grace. Self-will and confidence, sloth

and forgetfulness, pride and presumption, will afford an oppor-

tunity to the great enemy of souls to betray me into sin, if thou
do not keep me ; but if thou, Lord, wilt keep me, I shall be well

kept. Thou wilt lead me to the all-precious Jesus, thou wilt

take of his, and so effectually show it to me, that I shall be

prepared for, guided in, and carried through, all acts of holy
obedience; and by thy sweet "influences, and the sprinkling of
the blood of Jesus, I shall be enabled to mortify the deeds of
the body so as to live. My soul ! be thou constantly viewing
Jesus, seeking communion with the Holy Ghost, and crying
out to God the Father, with David, "Take not thine Holy Spi-
rit from me ;" that I may not grieve that holy Lord, by whom
I am sealed unto the day of redemption.

And not only they, but ourselves also, which have
the first fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan
within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wU^ the

redemption of our body. Romans viii. 23.

It is blessed to receive from the Holy Ghost such gracious in-

terpretations of his own most holy word as bear a correspondence
with what we feel in a life of grace. We know that our adorable
Jesus is the Saviour of the body as well as the soul; but we
know also that these vile bodies of ours are not regenerated, as
the souls of his redeemed are. In this tabernacle, therefore, we
groan, being burdened. I know, saith Paul, that in me, that is,

in my flesh, dwelleth no good thing. And I too often know, to

my sorrow, the same. Pause, my soul, this evening, over this

solemn scripture, and look up to the great Author of it, to un-
fold its sacred truth to thy comfort. I hope I can humbly adopt
the language, and say, that I have " the first fruits of the Spirit."
I know what it is to enjoy the first dawnings and leadings of

grace. I know what it is to have been once afar off, living with-
out God and without Christ in the world, an enemy to God by
wicked works. And I know what it is to have been brought
nigh by the blood of Christ: Jesus, by his Holy, Spirit, hath
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come nigh to me, and brought my soul nigh to God. I know
also what it is at times to have sweet seasons of communion. I

am as sensible of the reviving, comforting, strengthening, re-

freshing graces of the Spirit, as the earth is of the falling

showers, or the sweet return of light. I know no less what it is

to have an enlargement of soul, in the going forth of the exer-

cises of faith and grace upon the person and work of the Lord
Jesus. When the Redeemer is pleased to call forth into lively

actings upon himself the graces he hath planted, I can then find

a blessed season in contemplating his glories, his beauties, his

fulness, suitableness, and all-sufficiency. I then sit down as the

Church of old did, under his shadow with great delight, and his

fruit is sweet to my taste. The Lord hath then brought me
into his banqueting house, and my whole soul, under the banner
of love, is delighted with fatness. But amidst these first fruits

of the Spirit, these blessed earnests and pledges of the glory
that shall be revealed, I know no less also what it is to groan
within myself, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption
of my poor, polluted, sinful body. I find the partner of my
heart,- this earthly half of myself, at times the greatest opposer
of my better dispositions. The flesh lusteth against the Spirit;
the soul is straitened, shut up, so as to say nothing, and dp

nothing, when appearing before the Lord. I dare not neglect

prayer ;
I dare not absent myself from going to court. The^

King will know and mark my neglect. But if I go I am cold,
dead and lifeless; I hear as though I heard not; I pray as

though I prayed not. Can I do otherwise than groan? Can I

help at times being deeply affected, although 1 have the first

fruits of the Spirit
1

? Lord Jesus, undertake for me, and let all

the sanctified blessings, intended by thy love and wisdom from
these painful exercises of the soul, be accomplished. Let this

thorn in the flesh make me humble ; root out the very existence

of spiritual pride; reconcile my whole heart to the humiliation

of the grave; and above all, endear thee, thou precious Em-
manuel, the Lord our righteousness, more and more to my affec-

tions, since it is thou, and thou alone, that canst be our peace
here, and our salvation for ever.

In deaths oft. 2 Cor. xi. 23.

What did the apostle mean by this expression, but that from

living in Christ, he was always on the look-out for dying in

Christ ; so that death could make no change of state, whatever

change it made of worlds ; for that, living or dying, he was still

in Christ ? Paul seems to be speaking out his whole soul in the

thought. It seems as if the conscious sense of his union and
interest with Jesus was so inwrought in his very nature, that he

was in deaths oft, hoping that this providence, or that appoint-
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? Can I

help at times being deeply affected, although 1 have the first
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? Lord Jesus, undertake for me, and let all

the sanctified blessings, intended by thy love and wisdom from
these painful exercises of the soul, be accomplished. Let this

thorn in the flesh make me humble ; root out the very existence

of spiritual pride; reconcile my whole heart to the humiliation

of the grave; and above all, endear thee, thou precious Em-
manuel, the Lord our righteousness, more and more to my affec-

tions, since it is thou, and thou alone, that canst be our peace
here, and our salvation for ever.

In deaths oft. 2 Cor. xi. 23.

What did the apostle mean by this expression, but that from

living in Christ, he was always on the look-out for dying in

Christ; so that death could make no change of state, whatever

change it made of worlds ;
for that, living or dying, he was still

in Christ 1 Paul seems to be speaking out his whole soul in the

thought. It seems as if the conscious sense of his union and
interest with Jesus was so inwrought in his very nature, that he

wns in deaths oft. hoping that this providence, or that appoint-



JANUARY 21. 25

. ment, would be found the messenger to call him home to his

Redeemer, to be with him for ever. My soul ! as every night
the bed of sleep to thy wearied body becomes a representation
of the night

v

of death, and the chamber of the grave, sit down
this evening, and look over the memorandums of thine heart,
whether there are some of the same sweet testimonies, and arising
out of the same blessed source as the Apostle's, thou art in

deaths o/V, and canst protest, as he did, by the rejoicing which
thou hast in Christ Jesus, that thou diest daily ? If the Apostle's
state is thine, the habitual frame of thine heart, from a well-

grounded interest in Jesus, must be such as to leave a constant

impression on thy mind, that the change of death, come when it

I may, and coming, as it must, from thy Lord's own appointment,

j
must be to thy happy account. It is to die, and be with Christ,

I which is far better. Here we live, we walk, we enjoy Jesus but

I by faith ; there we shall ever be with the Lord ; we shall see him
as he is ; we shall be like him. As here Jesus imparts all the

grace the souls of his redeemed need in life to carry them on,
and bring them home, so there he imparts glory : as he shines

in one glorious fulness as the sun, so they as the stars of heaven
for multitude and brightness. He that is the source and foun-

tain of all grace in this life, is the source also of glory and hap-
piness in the world to come. If, then, my soul, thou art in

deaths oft, as one on the look-out for the coming of thy Friend
to call thee home to himself, is not the prospect delight-
ful ? Wouldst thou shrink back if his chariot-wheels were now
at the door T Pause. Are you daily pleading his blood and

righteousness with God 1 Are you most firmly, and most satis-

factorily convinced of his conquest over sin, death, hell, and the

grave
1

? Do you heartily, cordially, fully approve of God's rich

covenant-mercy in Christ
1

? Can you, do you, will you take God
at his word, and give him the credit due to him, in believing the

record which he hath given of his dear Son 1 And are you living

daily upon these precious, blessed things, and under his grace,
determined to die in the faith of them] What sayest thou to

these solemn, but precious soul-transactions 1 Can a throne of

grace witness for thee, that thou art constantly pleading them
there, as the only means, the only security thou art looking to

for thy acceptance ? If so, and should the messenger of Jesus

come, and find you upon your knees, would you say, Not yet,
Lord 1 Would any thing make you linger here, when Jesus stood

above, calling thee,
" Come up hither

1

?" O dearest Jesus, for

more of that grace, for more of that faith, to overcome all fears,

doubts, and misgivings. Oh ! for some sweet increasing mani-
festations from thyself, dear Lord, day by day, that the nearer I

am drawing to the period of my departure, the closer I may
cling to thy embraces, and the more sensibly 1 may hang my soul

upon thee; that when death comes thou mayest impart such
;

strength to my poor dying frame, that, like the patriarch, I may
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cry out,
" Into thine arms, Lord Jesus, do 1 commit my spirit ;

;for iliou hast redeemed me, Lord, thou God of truth !
1

',

.And their nobles shall be of themselves, and their

governor shall proceed from the midst of them
;
and

I will cause him to draw near, and he shall approach
unto me : for who is this that engaged his heart to ap-

proach unto me? saith the Lord. Jeremiah xxx. 21.

"When the patriarch Jacob was dying
1

, he pronounced, under
the spirit of prophecy, that "the sceptre should not depart from
Judan,nor a lawgiver from between his feet, until Shiloh come."
Gen. xlix. 10. And here, hrthe prospect of the Babylonish cap-
tivity^ now oil the eve of its arrival, the prophet is commissioned

by the Lord to tell the Church, that notwithstanding all present

appearances, no foreigners should judge or rule over them; but
one should proceed from the midst of them, to be their governor,
even David their king, whom I (saith Jehovah, v. 9) will raise

up unto- them'. One Jike unto themselves, such as our Jesus
was like unto his brethren. Sweet confirmation of our faith !

And that no doubt might arise concerning the justness of the"
4

application, the Lord, by another prophet, (Micah v. 2,) men-
tioned the place of his birth, and marked, at the same time, the

features of his eternal power and godhead.
" But thou, Bethlehem-

Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands of Ju'dah,

yet out of thee shall he come forth unto me that is to be
Ruler in Israel, whose goings forth have been from old, from

everlasting." But we must not stop here in our views of this

precious scripture. He that is to come forth from among his

brethren as their governor, Jehovah engageth for him, that he
will cause him to approach unto him. Blessed thought! No son
or daughter of Adam could ever have drawn nigh to God, but
for this gracious interposition. The holiness of the divine ature,
the holiness of the divine law, and the enmity of the heart of
man by sin, totally precluded it. None but he who is holy,
harmless, undefined, separate from sinners, and made higher than

the heavens, could have engaged his heart to this service. A,nd
indeed he graciously undertook it, and as completely accom-

plished it. Jesus was peculiarly suited for this vast undertaking.
For as God he was one with the Father, to whom he approached ;

and as man he was the Person, for whom, and by whom, the re-

conciliation was to be accomplished ; and as both God and man
in one Person, he could (as Job calls it) be a proper Day's-mah,
to act between both parties, and restore to God his glory, and
to man his happiness. And what a blessed addition to these

delightful things respecting Jesus is it to see, that 'GpcLth'e;

Father's hand was with Jesus in all !
u I will cause him to draw

near, and he shall approach unto me." Pause, my soul, over this
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blessed scripture, and behold, in all the vast work of thy Re-
deemer's salvation, the name and authority of God thy Father

confirming it. And wilt thou not then, in all thy approaches to

God in Christ, have respect to this sovereign act of Jehovah 1 Is

it indeed God the Father who hath given his dear Son, called

him, appointed him, solemnly introduced him into his High-
Priest's office, by an oath, and in all his offices as Mediator,
caused him to draw near in the accomplishment of redemption :

and wilt thou not, in all thy approaches, look unto Jesus as the

Father hath respect unto him ? Oh ! for grace, in all the lively
exercises of it, to draw nigh to the footstool of the mercy-seat,
and unceasingly to remind God our Father of his own gracious

appointment and acceptance of the Church in the person of his

dear Son. Yea! holy Father, I would say, in every act of

worship, love, and praise,
"
Behold, O God, our shield, and look

upon the face of thine anointed !"

Now when Jesus was risen early, the first day of the

week, he appeared first to Mary Magdalene, out .of whom
he had cast seven devils. Mark xvi. 9.

My Lord ! I have often found occasion to stand amazed at the

wonders of thy grace, as set forth in thy blessed word. Every
thing manifests that it is altogether free and undeserved; nothing,
in the objects of it, having the least tendency to call it forth into

exercise: no, not even our misery; for though our misery af-

forded an opportunity for the gre'ater display of it, yet thy grace
was long before our misery, originating as it did in thine own
everlasting love. Every circumstance connected with the mani-

festation of thy grace calls forth astonishm'ent. The greatness,
the continuance, the unceasing nature of it, notwithstanding all

the undeservings of the objects of thy rich bounty, all tend to

excite astonishment in my soul. But, Lord ! when at any time
I be'hold abounding grace shown, where there have been abound-

ing transgressions, and as the apostle expresseth it, where sin

hath reigned unto death, that there more eminently grace should

reign unto eternal life, my soul is overwhelmed in the contem-

plation ; for here I discover, as upon numberless other occasions,
that thy thoughts are not my thoughts, nor my ways thy ways.
Will Jesus, this evening, graciously tell me, why the poor
Mary Magdalene was first blessed, before any of the disciples,
with the sight of her risen Saviour? Was it to teach her, and all

poor sinners like her, that where sin hath abounded, grace shall

much more abound
1

? Was it indeed to encourage every poor
broken-hearted sinner, long exercised with the power and temp-
tations of Satan, that it is to such Jesus more especially hath
art eye, that he knows their sorrows, and will assuredly relieve

them? Did my honoured Lord mean, by this wonderful act of
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grace, to show that he will take yet more delight to inhabit that

precious soul out of which he hath cast seven devils, than where

legions of evil spirits have not been suffered so long and so

powerfully to triumph! Am I, blessed Lord, authorized by this

gracious act of thine, so to construe thy wonderful love 1 Shall
a poor Magdalene, who only ventured, while thou wast upon
earth, to fall at thy feet behind thee, weeping, be first blessed
with a sight of thy person after redemption-work was finished,
before the beloved apostle who lay in thy bosom at thy table ?

Oh ! thou dear., thou gracious, thou condescending Lord ; what
am I to interpret of this kind act of thine, but that the heart of

Jesus yearns over poor sinners, and can and will administer con-

solation to them in their most desperate circumstances'? Yes !

thou dear Lord ! such hath been thy mercy, love, and grace, in

every act. Rebellious angels are passed by, and fallen man calls

forth thy pity. And among men, thy grace is shown, not to the

wise, and noble, and self-sufficient, but to the poor, the needy,
the maimed, the halt, the blind. Yea, Lord ! thy grace is fre-

quently manifested to tempers the most unpromising, to stubborn
and rebellious persons; whilst those who are wise in their own
eyes, and prudent in their own conceit, starched in the ceremo-
nies and forms of religion, live, and it is to be feared die, without
the knowledge of salvation by Jesus. Hence the young.man in

the gospel, who thought himself from his own goodness just

ripe for heaven, shall go from thee sorrowful, while Jesus will

take up his abode in the heart of a Magdalene, which had before

been occupied by seven devils ! Oh ! for grace to comprehend
with all saints,

" what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and

height ; and to know the love of Christ which passeth knowledge,
that 1 may be filled with all the fulness of God."

Who now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill

up that which is behind of the afflictions of Christ in

my flesh, for his body's sake, which is the church.

Col. i. 24.

What can the Apostle mean from these expressions 1 Not,

surely, that the sufferings of Jesus were incomplete, or that the

sufferings of his people were to make up a deficiency : for in

treading the wine-press of the wrath of God against sin, Jesus

trod it alone, and of the people there was none with him. And
so perfectly finished and complete was the whole work of

redemption by Jesus, that by the one offering of himself, once

offered, he hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified. But
what a sWeet scripture is this of the Apostle's, when it is inter-

preted with reference to Jesus, that in all the sufferings of his

people^ Jes.us takes a part ! Jesus suffered in his own person

fully and completely, when, as an expiatory sacrifice for sin, he
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died, the just for the unjust, to bring his people to God. These

sufferings as a sacrifice were full, and have fully satisfied ; they
cease for ever, and can be known no more. But the sympathy
of Jesus; with his people gives him to bear a part in all their con-

cerns. And the consciousness of this made the Apostle tell the

Church that he rejoiced in all his exercises, because Jesus took

part, and thereby endeared the affliction. My soul, cherish the

thought alsoi Thy Jesus knows all, measures out all, bears part
with thee inallj-and will carry thee through all, and finally crown
all with his love and blessing. The same. interest that Jesus felt

in the persecution of Saul over his afflicted ones, when he called

i from heaven
t
to restrain Saul's rage, and said, Saul, Saul, why

I persecutest thou me
1

? the same interest he feels in every minute

$ event with which his redeemed are exercised now. Whosoever
f| toucheth you toucheth the apple of his eye. Blessed Lord ! may
If my soul keep in remembrance those endearing views of thy love.

I Give me to keep alive the recollection of the oneness between
the glorious Head and all his exercised members. I see that a
child of thine cannot mourn, but Jesus marks it down, and puts
the tears in his bottle. He notes his sorrows in his book. So
that by this fellow-feeling, Lord ! our interest in thee is most

fully proved. And while thy people partake in thy righteous-

ness, thou takest part in their sorrows. As it was in the days
of thy flesh, so is it now in the fulness of thy glory: "in all

their affliction he was afflicted, and the angel of his presence
saved them : in his love, and in his pity, he redeemed them,

;
and he bare them, and carried them all the days of old."

As the apple-tree among the trees of the -wood, so

is my beloved among the sons. Song ii. 3.

My soul ! if the Church found so much blessedness in making
comparisons between her Lord and any of the beautiful objects
of nature around her, see if thou canst raise a subject for thy
meditation, this evening, from the statement she hath made in

this lovely verse. Why should not Jesus be in thy view as in

hers 1 Doth he not infinitely transcend all sons, of whatever de-

scriptions or character, that can be found I Angels, no doubt, by
creation may be called "the sons of God ;" and when God had
finished the works of his hands, we are told that "the morning-
stars sang together, and all the sons of God shouted forjoy." But
Jesus as far excels all angels of light as the apple-tree the trees

of the wood : for " he hath by inheritance obtained a more ex-
cellent name than they." Neither did God at any time say unto
the angels,

" Sit thou on my right hand until I make thine
enemies thy footstool." But to our Jesus he said,

" Thy throne,
God ! is for" ever and ever, a sceptre of righteousness is the

sceptre of thy kingdom." And to show at once the infinite supe-
* 3*



3 JANIZARY 26.

riority of the Lord Jesus, when he bringeth in the first-begotten
info^e^oria;he saith, *'And let all ^e,ah|els:ofdpd Worship
hirriv*V Therefore if by sons it could be supposed that angels-are
meant, Veil might the Church; declare Jesus her beloved to be
above them. And if by sons the sons of men be meant, what is

the whole Church of saints compared to Jesus 1 Though the

Church, by the comeliness her Lord hath put upon her, shines
like a beautiful constellation among the heavenly bodies/yet all

her glory and lustre is derived from Jesus, the Sim of righteous-
ness. Pause, my soul, over this view of thy Lord. And when
thou hast feasted thyself with the sweet subject, go on, and mark
some of the many beauties contained in this comparison between
the apple-tree and the trees of the wood. In our cold country,
the apple-tree, in its best appearance, affords but a poor resem-
blance to what naturalists relate of the pome-citron, as it is

called, of the warm Eastern climates. It is said of the apple-tree
of those countries, that it is a lofty, majestic, stately tree, abun-

dantly fruitful, and yielding both shade and fruit to the traveller.

Some assert that it continues bearing fruit the whole year, and is

never without blossom. If so, without going farther, we may
discover enough to understand the beautiful allusion the Church
hath made of it, in this verse, to her Lord. Jesus is all this, and

infinitely more. He is indeed the Tree of Life, in the midst of
the Paradise of God. And he bears fruit every month, and the

leaves of this tree are for the healing of the nations. Precious
Jesus ! thou art the fairest and the chiefest among ten thousand !

Be thou to me, Lord, as the fruitful bough which the dying patri-
arch blessed by the well, whose branches ran over the wall. And,
oh ! do thou give strength to my poor, feeble faith, to gather all

the rich fruits of thy righteousness for the healing ofmy soul, that

I may daily sit down under thy shadow with great delight, and

thy fruit be sweet to my taste !

And they took knowledge of them, that they ha^l been

with Jesus. Acts iv. 13.

Oh ! for the same grace to rest upon me, as upon those faith-

fill servants of my Lord ; that, like them, I may manifest the

sweet savotir of Jesus's name, in every place ; wherever I amv
with whomsoever I converse, in every state and npon every occa-

sion, that all may witness/or me, and every thing bear, witness

26 me, that I have been with Jesus ! I would entreat thee, my
honoured Lord, that I may honour thee so before men, that after

rn^ morning visits to thy throne of grace, my mid-day communion,

niy evening and
nightly fellowship, my return to the society of

men might so be distinguished as one that had juSt been with

J'dSusV And as it might be supposed, if an angel was to come
from heaven that had seen thy face, and heard thy voice, and

*
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beenian eye-witness of thy glory ; so, Lord, having: by faith-en-

joyed'such views* I might delight to tell, as he tvould relate ;.ta

the inhabitants of the
:

earth, the grace, and beauty,, and love of

Jesus, And surely, Lord, if I have been with thee, and thou
with me ; if I know any thing of thy grace and salvation ; will

.not, out of the abundance of the heart, the mouth speak 1 Shall

I not delight to tell every one.I meet what my Lord is in him-

self, and what he is to his people"? Shall 1 not speak with

rapture of the glories of thy person, and the infinite value -and

worth of thy Blood and righteousness 1 Surely in the circle ;of

my acquaintance, I shall be daily speaking of thy grace and sal-

vation, for I know no end thereof. And especially in a day like

the present, where the name of my Lord and his cross are

banished from all conversation. Oh ! that it may be shown trjat

I have been with Jesus, in speaking/or Jesus. Yes ! thou dear
Lord ! thy truths I would espouse, thy doctrines profess; salva-

tion alone by thy righteousness and cross would I bear before a
whole world, with earnestness and with zeal ;

and if this brought
upon me the laugh and derision, yea, the persecution of the

proud, like thy servants of old,
" I would rejoicein being counted

worthy to suffer shame for thy name." And chiefly, and above

all, let it not only be noticeid that I have been with Jesus, in

speaking of Christ and for Christ, but let the sweet unction of

thy Holy Spirit be so abiding upon me, from continual inter-

course and communion with thee, that my whole life and conver-
sation may be such as becometh the gospel of Christ; Oh I for

the same blessed effect as Moses, whose face shone when he came
down from the holy mount, that every one with whom I have to

do may see the light of thy grace, in all my transactions with the

world, so shine before men, that they may glorify my Father
which is in heaven. Precious Lord ! grant me these unanswer-
able testimonies of vital godliness ; then will it be proved in deed
and in truth, that, like thy servants of old, I have been with
Jesus.

And on his head were many crowns. Rev. xix. 12.

Every view of Jesus is blessed. But there are some views
which the heart of a believer finds a peculiar gratification in con-v

templating. The Holy Ghost hath in this scripture given a very
interesting" representation of Jesus. Heaven is opened Jesus

appears in his well-known characters,
" faithful and true." A-

"white horse" he rides on, to manifest his equity and justice.
His vesture is " dipped in blood," to intimate thatby blood he hath

purchased his kingdom. And his glorious name, " the Word of

God,;" is also mentioned to testify the greatness and almightiness
of his person. B ut amidst? these distinguishing characteristics,,

the/coronation of the Lord Jesus is particularly striking.
" On
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his head. w.eremany crowns." The crown of Godhead, is Ms by
right, in common with the Father. And the crown of God^man
mediator is his also, being his b;f gift^ by purchase, and by con?

quest. Having conquered death, hell, and the grave, God the

Father hath, set " a crown of pure gold upon his, head. For his

honour, is great in his salvation : glory and majesty hath he laid

upon him." But there is ^another crown put upon the head of

our Jesus, and which every poorbelieving soul delightethto see,
amidst themany crowns on the head of Jesus ; namely, the very
crown which that poor precious believer, puts by faith upon the

glorious head of Jesus, when,ascribing his own personal salvation

to the merits of his blood and righteousness ajbne. This is a
coronation day indeed of the Lord Jesus : and ever after, most
blessed to the review of every believer. And as the Son,of God
was crowned " Lord of all," in the day when he ascended to the

right hand of his Father in Heaven, having finished redemption
work, when the whole assembly of heaven cast their crowns at

his feet: so is the adorable Redeemer again crowned, wlien, (de-

scending in the power of his Spirit, he takes the throne of a poor
sinner's heart, and rules and reigns there, the Lord of life and

glory. My soul ! pause and ask thine heart, what knowest thou
of this coronation 1 Amidst the many crowns discoverable upon,
the head of the blessed Jesus, canst thou with rapture discern the

one, the very one, he wears as thy Redeemer and Lord
1

? It is

very easy to discover iir,
if thine hand of faith hath placed it there.

Art Jthou his subject 1 " Know ye not, (saith the Apostle,) to

whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey ; his servants ye are to

whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto
r

righteousness ?" Hast thou been translated out of darkness into

the kingdom of God's dear Son ! Is Jesus thy King, as the ac-

knowledged and adored head of the Church which is his body?
And art thou living upon him, and from him, as this glorious

head, from whence is conveyed to thee, in common with all his

members, life, light, grace, strength, and every thing, in a way
of communion, by which thou provest that thou art among the

members of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones : and he the

glorious source and fulness that filleth all in all 1 These are

precious views and soul-comforting evidences to this grand
truth. And if these be found in thy experience, then art thou

so beholding him, on whose head are many crowns, as to ven-,
ture all thy salvation wholly upon him ;

and .every renewed act

of faith is but a renewal of thy coronation of the Lord Jesus ;

for in every one thou bowest the kriee of thine heart before him,
and confessest that " Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God
the Father." .
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I krfew that thou wbuldst deal very treacherously,

and wast called a transgressor frpm. the womb* ; ; ;

Isaiah xlviii. 8.

- -

;
.

"

; .
: ( _
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Humbling as the view is, it is profitable to look back, and
trace all the way the Lord our God hath brought us, through
many a year in the wilderness, to humble us, and to prove us,

and to show us what is in our heart; and this perhaps is the

sweetest of all subjects, when the Holy Ghost takes us by the

hand, and leads the heart back. Even from the first moment of

conversion, to the very moment when taking the review, every

step serves to prove what this scripture sets forth, that the Lord
knew that his people would deal very treacherously, and be trans-

gressors from the womb. My soul ! let thy meditation, this even-

iiigi as it concerns thyself, be to this amount : Where werfthou*
when in a state of unawakened nature, and as all other carnal

persons, intent only upon the best means of fulfilling the desires

of the flesh ; living without God , and without C hrist in theworld ;

a child of wrath, deserving wrath even as others'? The Lord,
who knew this, and also what undeservings would follow, still

w'as pleased to visit thee with his great salvation. He mani-
fested the riches of his grace in calling thee, justifying thee,

adopting thee into his family, and putting thee among his sons ;

and he gave thee the spirit of his Son into thine heart, whereby
thou wert entitled to cry, "Abba, Father." And what hath it

been since, but the same rich display of free and unmerited

rnercy ?- Doth he not know, that thou art still a transgressor ?

Doth he not continually wait to be gracious,when thy unthinking,
wandering heart is forgetful of him

1

? Doth Jesus withhold or

suspend his grace, and the manifestations of his favour, because
thou art forgetful of him? Oh ! not so. He deals by thee, as
he did by Israel of old : when Israel remembered not the multi-

tude of his mercies, but Were disobedient at the sea, yea, even at

the Red Sea, nevertheless, it is said, he saved them for his Name's
sake, that he might make his mighty power to be known. So
doth thy Jesus deal by thee. Though thou art a transgressor
from the womb, yet Jesus is Jesus still. The covenant-promises
6fGod the Father are the same ; and the efficacy of Jesus's blood
and righteousness the same : therefore Jesus deals by thee, not

according to thy deserts, but according to his own free and sove-

reign grace. His love, and not thy merit, becomes the standard
of his dealings with his people. Oh! how blessed is it to trace

mercies to their fountain-head, and to behold God in Christ dis-

pensing pardon, love, and favour, from his own free sovereign
will and pleasure ; and every renewed mercy carrying

with it

this divine signature :
" Not for your sakes do I this, saith the

Lord God, be it known unto you : be ashamed and confounded
for your own ways, O house of Israel." '

"
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1 have found, in times past, a very great bltessedrieiss in this

short but sweet account which Jesus gives of the gracious office

of the Holy Ghost; and therefore I would rriake it the subject

ofsmy present evening meditation. I find what the Lord Jesus

said concerning the blessed Spirit, in this most delightful part of

his divine ministry, to be true. Eor, look wherever I may through

the Bible, it is, of Jesus only the Holy Ghost is continually

speaking, and not of himself. And hence, by the way, I learn

how to form a most decided testimony of the faithful preachers
of;;the w.ord. For if God the Holy Ghost, in his glorifying the

Lord Jesus, is never found to be speaking but of Jesus, surely
all his faithful servants, who act byMs authority, and are com-?

missioned arid ordained by him to the work, will never preach
themselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord. And how blessed is it

to be taught of Jesus, by the Holy Ghost ! It is astonishing,
when we take into one mass of particulars the agency of the

Holy Ghost in his glorifying the Lord Jesus, to observe, the

patience, the compassion, the tenderness and love, which that

blessed spirit, manifests in the Church of Jesus, in holding up to

their view, and in bringing home to their heart, the person,
work, character, and relations of Jesus ! How sweetly and

effectually doth he speak of him, plead for him, and win ever
the affections to him, by his saving light, his illuminating grace,
and persuasive' arguments in the heart! It is the Holy Ghost
that takes of Christ, and the things, of Christ, and makes both

appear lovely and desirable in our eyes. It is his blessed work
to bring about the gracious union, when, as the Bridegroom of
his Church, God the Spirit represents him in his beauty, and

persuades the soul of the sinner to receive him and accept him
as her maker and her husband, to whom she is betrothed for

ever ! And from whom, but the Holy Ghost, do those sweet in-

fluences arise from day to day, and from one degree of grace to

another, by which the life of the believer in Christ is kept up,
maintained, and carried on in the soul, from the first beginning
of the spiritual life until grace is consummated in eternal glory.
Oh ! Lord the Spirit ! I beseech thee, glorify my adorable .Re-

deemer in my poor, cold, and lifeless heart, and sweetly lead

over the whole of my affections to all-precious Jesus, that I may
live upon his glorious person, and feel my interest in his great
salvation increasingly precious. And oh,thou holy Lord I keep
alive, I beseech thee, thine own saving and powerful influences

in my heart, that I may never never by sin quench thy divine

flame, nor grieve the Holy Spirit, whereby I am sealed unto the

day of redemption.
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.Thou .art,fairer, than the children of men: grace is

po^edjnto thy Jips: therefore God hath blessed thee

for ever, Psalm xlv. 2. ^ ." , ^

I admire this blessed portion, as well as the method -in which
the sacred writer hath introduced -it; He opens the Psalmy prc^

fessing his design of speaking o/ the King; but.in a moment,
as,if beholding him, he breaks off, and speaks to the King.: The
verse n6w quoted contains but three short sentences ; &ut, in?

deed, within its bosom, -there are folded up as many volumes.

For who so fair, so lovely, so engaging, as Jesus I He is ^trje

Brightness of his Father's glory, and the express iriiage of his

person : and, if all the accomplishments and perfections which

car* constitute excellency be among the recommendations of

beauty and loveliness, then it will be found that in the person of

Jesus they all centre, and shine in one full constellation. Well

might the prophet therefore speak of him in this 6haracter,"for
he is a perfection of loveliness* Every thing in him is lovely^
nor can any thing but loveliness be derived from him*; ?^ 4 Thou
art comely," saith Jesus to the Church, '" from the; comeliness
that I have put upon thee." My soul ! never lose sight of this

view of thy Jesus. And let it be everlastingly impressed upon thy
mind; that whatever is fair, or amiable, or lovely in the Church
of Jesus, or in any individual member of it, ordinances, or means
of grace, all are so only as beheld in him. Nothing can endear
or recommend them to God, but as they are accepted in Him*
-the beloved. This is ihojirst volume of beauty contained in the

bosom of this verse of scri pture. And the second is like unto it ;

for, next to the glory of Christ's person, we are called uponi to
admire the glories of his work. " Grace is poured into his lips;.)'

Not a fulness of grace in his heart only, or in -the-purity:and

holiness. of his nature; but it is poured into his lips, to give out

to his people. And no wonder, therefore, that the Church,
under this view of her Lord, cried out with an earnestness>of

holy longings and desires, "Let him kiss me with the>kisses of
his mouth," as if conscious that by those means graee.would be

communicated in fulness and abundance. Let those who know
the blessedness ofthese communications, explain the justness of
the Church's breathings for those tokens of the love of Christ;
for such only can fully explain their meaning. But, my soul, do
thou judge for thyself, whether thou hast sotasted of the Lord's

graciousness, from the fulness poured into his lips, as to have
received those frequent manifestations of his love. There-is one
word more in this delightful verse to be noticed, and which hi-

deed-gives a finishing beauty to the whole, namely, ^ God hath
blessed him for ever." Yes; Jesus, as the glorious.Head and

Mediator, is blessed for ever, and is Jehovah's salvation to the

ends of the earth. " Men shall be blessed in him," is the sove-

reign decree, and " all nations shall call him blessed." My soul !
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Variety of ways, by which indwelling corruptions would manifest

themselve, and break forth in their several disorders, but for

restraining grace. What a beautiful instance was that of David,
in the case of Nabal, and what a gracious sentiment to this

amount the Psalmist expressed upon it ! When Abigail came,
in the seasonable moment to check his anger, David discerned

the Divine hand in the appointment, and brake out into a devout

.acknowledgment :
" Blessed be the Lord, and blessed be thy

advice, and blessed be thou, that hath kept me this day from

shedding blood." (1 Sam. xxv. 32.) And who shall say, amidst
the ten thousand occurrences of life, what multitudes of instances

to the same purport are going on, to restrain the children of

God from the commission of evil. Oh ! how blessed it is to see

Jesus as well in providence as grace, and, like the Prophet, to

keep an eye to that throne, and to see one like the Son of man
sitting upon it, regulating and ordering all things for his own
glory, and the salvation ofhis people. Precious Jesus ! keep me
in the hour, and from the power of temptation. Do thou order

my steps by thy word, so shall no iniquity have dominion
over me.

FEBRUARY.
In that day shall the Lord defend the inhabitants

of Jerusalem, and he that is feeble among them at-

that day shall be as David
;
and the house of David

shall be as God, as the angel of the Lord before

them. Zech. xii. 8.

My soul ! in the calculation of times and seasons, thou art

entering this day upon a new month ; stand still and consider
what progress thou art

making in the spiritual path. Here is a
sweet promise for the gospel dispensation. It is an Old Testa-
ment promise, to be fulfilled in a New Testament day. The
weak and feeble, in our spiritual David, being really and truly in

David, shall be as David, that is, strong in the grace and strength
that is in Christ Jesus. And the whole house of David, every
true believer in Jesus, shall be as Jesus ; that is, so accounted
before God, as one in Christ, and accepted in him the beloved ;

for in the eye of God, and of his holy law, they are one and the
same. But what a sad consideration is it, that the

progress in
the divine life, here set forth, is so seldom sought after by the

people of God ! We are, for the most part, satisfied to have
made our calling and election sure, and do not seem to feel it

much at heart, how frequently the soul goes lean, and is feeble
in spiritual attainments. My soul ! let me impress it .upon thy
most serious consideration this evening, how needful it is

v
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behold what a blessed subject for endless delight the Holy
Ghost hath opened to thee, in this one short verse of scripture.
Take"it with thee to thy bed : let it lie down with thee; and arise
with thee, for it will give thee songs in the night ; and under the

Holy Spirit's teaching, it will so open to thy view the .glories of

thy Jesus, as to make thy constant "meditation of him sweet."

And above the firmament that was over their heads
was the likeness of a throne, as the appearance of a sap-

phire stone : and upon the likeness of the throne was the

likeness as the appearance of a man above upon it.

Ezek. i. 26.

It forms the most satisfying consideration to the breast of the

faithfulj that every event and every providence concerning the

people of God is as much directed, arranged, and determined,
as the purposes of redemption themselves. The covenant is
" a covenant ordered in all things, and sure." He who hath
undertaken and completed salvation for them, hath no less

secured the means that shall infallibly accomplish the end : and
all things, how unpromising soever on the first view, shall work

together for good to them that love God. When the Holy
Ghost would graciously lead the Church into the proper appre-
hension of this great truth, the Prophet is directed to the con-

templation of a vision by the river Chebar^ which opened before

him. There were living creatures moving in a straight direction

upon wheels, wheel within wheel, attended with a noise and a
voice ; hereby intimating, as it should seem, that the government
of every thing, in the kingdom of providence and grace, was
regulated by an unerring standard ; and that the prophet's mind

might farther understand the vision, he was led to see, above the

whole, the likeness of a throne, and the appearance of the like-

ness of a man upon it. Nothing could be more gracious, by way
of teaching the Church that the government of all things is in

the hand of Jesus, and the most minute circumstances of his

people subject to his control. Amidst numberless improvements
to be made of this doctrine, there is one, my soul, which, in the

exercises of thy warfare, thou wilt find perpetual occasion to

apply: for what can be more blessed than to contemplate this

government of thy Jesus, as continually exercised in his sin-

preventing providences, whereby the Lord keeps back his people
from presumptuous transgressions 1 How often, how very
often, might a child of God discover those sweet restraints of the

Lord, when hedging- up his way with thorns, that he may not

find his paths 1 How often hath some outward affliction, or in-

ward sorrow, sickness in ourselves, or death in our houses,
acted in a way of prevention to this end 1 There is a great
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variety of ways, by which indwelling corruptions would manifest

themselves, and break forth in their several disorders, but for

restraining grace. What a beautiful instance was that of David,
in the case of Nabal, and what a gracious sentiment to this

amount the Psalmist expressed upon it ! When Abigail came,
in the seasonable moment to check his anger, David discerned

the Divine hand in the appointment, and brake out into a devout

.acknowledgment :
" Blessed be the Lord, and blessed be thy

advice, and blessed be thou, that hath kept me this day from

shedding blood." (1 Sam. xxv. 32.) And who shall say, amidst

the ten thousand occurrences of life, what multitudes of instances

to the same purport are going on, to restrain the children of

God from the commission of evil. Oh ! how blessed it is to see

Jesus as well in providence as grace, and, like the Prophet, to

keep an eye to that throne, and to see one like the Son of man
sitting upon it, regulating and ordering all things for his own
glory, and the salvation ofhis people. Precious Jesus ! keep me
in the hour, and from the power of temptation. Do thou order

my steps by thy word, so shall no iniquity have dominion
over me.

FEBRUARY.
In that day shall the Lord defend the inhabitants

of Jerusalem, and he that is feeble among them at

that day shall be as David
;
and the house of David

shall be as God, as the angel of the Lord before

them. Zech. xii. 8.

My soul ! in the calculation of times and seasons, thou art

entering this day upon a new month ; stand still and consider
what progress thou art

making in the spiritual path. Here is a
sweet promise for the gospel dispensation. It is an Old Testa-
ment promise, to be fulfilled in a New Testament day. The
weak and feeble, in our spiritual David, being really and truly in

David, shall be as David, that is, strong in the grace and strength
that is in Christ Jesus. And the whole house of David, every
true believer in Jesus, shall be as Jesus ; that is, so accounted
before God, as one in Christ, and accepted in him the beloved ;

for in the eye of God, and of his holy law, they are one and the

same. But what a sad consideration is it, that the progress in
the divine life, here set forth, is so seldom sought after by the

people of God ! We are, for the most part, satisfied to have
made our calling and election sure, and do not seem to feel it

much at heart, how frequently the soul goes lean, and is feeble
in spiritual attainments. My soul ! let me impress it upon thy
most serious consideration this evening, how needful it is to

4
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have this sweet promise brought home, and proved in thyr (da,iiy

eiperiisnce. Is not Jesus, in his person, work, and righteousr
ness; to be continually improved in soul-acquaintance arid com*
munioii? Should I not seek to preserve a constant communion
with myJLord? When I consider his fulness, all which is for

his people, surely I ought to send forth a desire for a renewed
token of his love. And yet when I come to sit down in the

evening, and look back upon what hath passed between my Lord ,

and me, through the day, alas ! how little hath my soul been

going forth in desires after him, and in enjoying communion
with him ! Come, blessed Jesus ! come, I pray thee, and let my
awakened faculties be exercised upon thy person, blood, and

righteousness, until this sweet promise be mine, and I find my
feebleness becoming strength in my Lord. Let the growing ac-

quaintance with thee, of one day, be made the step for desiring
greater ^knowledge, and greater enjoyment of thee, for the next

day ; "and let my~ earnest soul be pressing after fresh discoveries

of thee, and for the sweet manifestations from thee every day in

greater frequency, and in more enlarged views of thy glory.
Oh ! for grace from my Lord, for the liveliest actings of faith,

and love, and praise, and every longing desire upon Him whose
name is " the Lord our righteousness ;

" that the grace and good
will, the mercy and kindness of God, my Saviour, may be my
daily song, and evening delight, in this house ofmy pilgrimage.

If I have told- you earthly things, and ye believe

not, how shall ye believe, if I tell you of heavenly

things ? John iii. 12.

Was there ever condescension like that of Jesus, to accom-
modate himselfto the dull and senseless capacities of his people ?

Kind, compassionate, indulgent Teacher, I would say, how shall

I sufficiently admire or adore thy love"? Oh ! that a conscious-

ness of my ignorance would endear to me thy wisdom ! And
oh ! that a sense of the deep things of God would induce in me
a temper and frame of mind suited to the docility and humble-
ness of a weaned child ! Now, my soul ! mark from these words
of thy Jesus to that master in Israel, Nicodemus, that so sub-

lime are the wonders of redemption, even in that part of itwhich
is connected with earthly things, that our capacities, until opened
and"fitted for the apprehension of divine truths by grace, cannot
enter into the enjoyment or belief of them. And how then shall

the glories of eternity, which are reserved for unfolding on the

other side of Jordan, be brought within the grasp of our intel-

lect? And yet are there some, yea many, who, with the incre-

dulity; of Thomas, refuse conviction, unless they receive what, in

the present state of things, cannot be granted. Blessed Master !

I desire to praise thee for that proportion of faith thou hast given
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to bellev^ the things which are freely given to me of
il beseech thee, Lord, to grant me increasing proportions ot

faith and grace, that I may both believe the earthly things of

salvation, and the heavenly things to be revealed. I \vould r>ray

for grace and faith in lively exercise, to connect and bring into

the same view both worlds, as they concern thee and thy, great
salvation. Yea, Lord, I would pray for increasingknowledge of,

and delight in all the great things of salvation, among the transr

actions of earth here below; such as the momentous truths of

regeneration, justification by thy blood and righteousness, and
the eternal acceptance of thy people in thee, and in thee only, the

beloved. And 1 would pray also for the most enlarged and en-

larging views of faith, concerning the glories which shall be

revealed, which eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither hath

entered into the heart of man to conceive. .Lord, increase my
faith, and prepare me for the everlasting enjoyment of thyself in

glory, when faith shall be swallowed up in sight; when I shall

see thee as thou art, and know even as I am known.

None of them can by any means redeem his

brother, nor give to God a ransom for him. (For
the redemption of their soul is precious, and it

ceaseth for ever.)Psalm xlix. 7, 8.
'

/ .
. -

How very striking is theformer of these verses ! And oh, how
justly true ! If it were possible for the rich worldling to keep back
from the*grave, by purchase, his worldly friend, would he do it.l

Yes, indeed, it is possible he might, under the presumption that,
when it came to his turn, he should be himself redeemed. It is,

however-, of little consequence to estimate human friendships,
when they are altogether helpless, in the most important of all

concerns. But, my soul, doth not this scripture point to Him,
and tend to endear him to thy warmest affection, that was indeed
" a brother born for adversity ;" and who, though rich, y0t for
our sakes became poor, that through his poverty we might be
made rich ? Jesus was, and is, the brother (mentioned in that

scripture, Levit. xxv. 25) who, when our whole nature was
waxen poor, and we had sold our possession, and had no power
to redeem it, came and proved his relationship by ransoming our
lost inheritance. But mark, my soul, what is said -in-the latter

of these verses: "the redemption of their. soul is precious."
Precious, indeed ! since none but Christ could redeem, it; and he

only by his blood ; yea,not^his blood only, but his soul. For
it was expressly agreed upon, and so the tenor of the everlasting
covenant ran : "when thou shalt make his soul an offeringJor
sin," (Isaiah liii. 10,) then "he should see his seed." But remark
yet further, that this latter verse is enclosed in parentheses. I
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often thought, wherefore the Holy- Ghost was pleased so to

(enclose it? Not surely that, like other parentheses,it might be
Tead or left out; not so, I venture to believe. ;But rather, I

sjibuld conceive, that here, by its^total unconnection with whatwas
said before of the rich worldling having no power to redeem his

brother, the preciousness of Christ's redemption might be more

strikingly conspicuous. And so it doth indeed . And how pre-
cious^ blessed Jesus, was, and is, thy redemption ! Not pur-
chased with corruptible things, as of silver and gold, and there-

fore not liable to perish and become corruptible like them.
And being so richly purchased, and so fully and completely
bought with a full value, and infinitely more than value, even
with the soul of Christ, it ceaseth .for ever. It is impossible
ever to need again redemption, for it is impossible ever more
to be lost. O precious salvation! O precious, precious
Redeemer!

Arid Jesus himself began to be about thirty years
of age. Luke iii. 23.

How marvellous in all things are the ways of God to us!

Was Jesus indeed in the world, and the world made by him, and
the world knew him notl And did he remain hid away, and un-

known, for the first thirty years of his life ? Did the Son of
God come on earth to do away sin by the sacrifice of himself,
and yet enter not upon the full purpose of his mission until so

"

large a portion of his life upon earth had passed away ?

wonder-working God ! how true is it, that thy ways are not our

ways, nor thy thoughts our thoughts ! Yet, my soul, though
thy Jesus did not engage in his public ministry in the more

open display of it by his miracles and preaching, yet surely
those thirty years were, of vast importance on the score of re-

demption. No doubt Jesus spent them in obedience to his

Father's law, manifesting a life of holiness and purity, suited

and corresponding to the immaculate perfection of his nature,
who did no sin, neither was "

guile found in his mouth." Con-
vinced as I am, my honoured Lord, that the body thy Father

gave thee, and thy human nature which thou didst assume for the

purpose of salvation, was not produced in the ordinary method
of generation, but by the miraculous influence of the Holy Ghost;
so am I equally convinced that during the whole of thy life, from
the manger to the cross, every act, and word, and thought of

thine, manifested that thou wast holy, harmless, undefiled, sepa-
rate from sinners, and made higher than the heavens. And
shall I not then believe, that these thirty years were :of some-

sweet, though to us secret importance, in thy covenant engage-
ments as our surety T Can I suppose that the thirty years of

my Redeemer's life, before his being publicly 'made manifest to
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t-\veire spent" in notjiing
in relation to the great wort which

S purposely to do 1 Did riot those seasons minister also

to the cancelling the sin of his people,* taking away the curseby
bearing: it, and by dying for it : and may we not suppose that

God the Father had an eye to every minute act in the life of his

dear Son, whom he had called to the work of salvation, and

given as a covenant to his people, to be their head and mediator,
their law-fulfiHer and sin-offering 1 Precious -Lord I silent as

the Scriptures are oh this great portion of thy life, yet is not
their silence a call upon thy people to meditate on the subject?
Give me grace, then, my honoured Lord, to be often contenV

plating the infinite condescension ofJesus in this part, as well as

in others, in which thou must have " endured such a contradic-

tion of sinners against thyself." And let not this be the smallest

improvement of this sweet and interesting view of my Lord^
that when I call to mind how thy holy soul must have felt,

during the thirty years, from the. open displays of sin, in the

blasphemies and daring defiances of God, the reproaches,of the

ungodly, and the torrent of evil all around, yet nothing stopped
the gracious purposes of thine heart, in executing the errand on
which thy whole mind was bent: "in dying, thejust for the un-

just, to bring sinners unto God."

For the Father judgeth no man, but hath com-
mitted all judgment unto the Son. And hath given
him authority to execute judgment also, because He
is the Son of man. John v. 22, 27. \

Here, my soul ! here is a sweet and blessed portion to take
with thee, night by night, as a sleeping draughtj to lie down
with, in holy composure ; or, if thou lie watchful, to give thee

songs in the night. Every night is a new watch-word of the

night of death ; and none can tell thee, when thou droppest
asleep, whether, in the next opening of thine eyes, thou mayest
not open them in eternity, and find thyself standingbefore the

judgment-seat of Christ ! Dost thou not wish to be prepared for
such ah event, and not to leave so infinitely momentous a thing
to a peradventure? Read over, again and again, this sweet

scripture. I take for granted, that thou knowest Jesus; and
art acquainted, yea, savingly acquainted, with his glorious per-
son, as thy surety, and the merits of his blood and righteous-
ness as thy salvation! See, then, what this blessed scripture
saith, that all judgment is committed unto thy Jesus, because fie

is the Son of man. *Ma,rk that, my soul ! Notbecause he is the
Son of God ; for, in that case, judgment could not have been
conimitied to him, for it was his before, in common with* th0
Father and the Holy Ghost ; the whole Three Persons coristi-

4*
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tilted vthe One eternal Jehovah. But judgment-is committed to

Christ, and is peculiarly his*
" because he is the Son of man."

Cherish the sweet, the soul-transporting
1

, the soul-comforting
truth. Thy Jesus, who is now thy surety, is then to be thy judge,
H6 that hath died for thy sins is then to be thy advocate* And
he that hath paid the ransom with his blood in this life, is then
to see the reward of it in another.- Now then behold where alone

thy confidence is to be found. Bring forward to thy view the

solemn, the awful day. Realize it, as if the archangel's trumpet
was now sounding, and thou beheld Jesus coming to be glorified
in his saints, and admired in all that believe. Let others, who
now boast of their good works, and hope allowance will be made
for human frailty, and the like ; or all that troop of half-disciples

who, partly to Christ, and partly to themselves, look for salva-

tion ; let those do as they will ; there ,is but this one thing left

for thee to do, and this one thing, well done, will do for all.

Remember, Jesus is thy judge; and all judgment is committed
unto him, "because he is the Son of man." Humbly, my soul,

but with the boldness of faith through his blood, draw near to

his gracious seat; and against all law charges, and the divine

demands of justice, hold up the blessed testament of Jesus's

blood. Here, Lord, I would say, are the Father's promises of

redemption, in thy name and righteousness ; and this is the record

God hath given of his dear Son. And here, Lord, is the new
testament in thy blood, which thou hast given for sinners. Thou,
blessed Lord, wilt know thine hand, and own thy word. Thou
therefore shalt answer for me, O Lord my God !

And he bearing his cross. John xix. 17.

How would every incident in the life of Jesus lead but the

souls ofhis redeemed in endless contemplation, were grace always
in lively exercise ! Alas ! my honoured Lord, how little do I think
of thee, and of thy sufferings ! Will Jesus, this evening, awaken
me to the solemn subject 1 -Thebell of the neighbouring church
is now tolling the curfew of the day. I hear it from my window.
Ah! why should I want such a call to think on my Lord!
Awake, awake, my soul, and let thy meditation take wing, and
flee to Gethsemane, and from the garden and the hall,, behold the

Lamb of God bearing his cross towards the place of execution*

Pilate, thou unjust judge! is this thy pretended innocency,
to suffer .him whom thou didst declare to be innocent, in the

moment thou didst pass sentence for his death- to bear his cross

also 1 See what long furrows the ploughers have ploughed upon
his sacred back ! and wilt thou compel him to bear the heavy
weight upon a part so tender? See! Jesus faints under it !

Will none of those, whose souls he hath redeemed, and whose
bodies he hath healed, help the Lord of life and glory 1 Where
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sire his disciples I Are there none to aidT Not one tp be found

thatHaresassist him ? Pause, my soul , over the sad contempla-
tion !

v <25hrist is here, as his type represents him, the gospel Isaac,

carrying the wood for his own burnt-offering. **Inall:things4t
behoved him to be made like unto his brethren." It was his office

io be led as a lamb to the slaughter ; and as a sheep before his

shearers is dumb, so he opened not his mouth. " It pleased the

Father to bruise him, and to put him to grief.
" The cross was

ponderous. The body fainted under its pressure. But the sins

of his redeemed made it heavier to his sou) : and the weight of

the Father's wrath,against sin aggravated the dreadful load.

Precious Redeemer, dying Lamb of God ! were my sins adding
to thy sorrow? Have I been reproaching Pilate, and all the

while forgetting that every transgression of mine became more

painful to thy soul than the cross, or the thorns, or this soldier's

spear that pierced thine heart "? Oh ! for grace to crucify those
sins which nailed thee to the cursed tree ! Oh ! for grace to take

up the cross and follow thee, day by day. Lord Jesus, I would

pray thee to give me grace, to go forth unto thee, "without the

camp, bearing thy reproach !"

And they sent the coat of many colours, and they

brought it to their father; and said, This have we
found : know now whether it be thy son's coat or no.

And he knew it, and said, It is my son's coat,

Genesis xxxvii. 32, 33.

The life of the patriarch Joseph is very beautiful and inte-

resting, as a history only ; and the several incidents arising out
of it are such as cannot but more or less affect every heart. .But
when we have gone through the whole relation, in the mere letter

of the word, we are constrained to believe, that in the spiritual
sense and meaning of it, almost every thing in the life of Joseph
was typical- of Jesus. I would not strain scripture upon any
account. Neither would I frame to myself any thing fanciful of

Jesus, and his blessed offices ; so as to see him where he is not.

But I cannot but think, that since in so many instances, as is

universally allowed, Joseph is a lively type of Christ^the Holy
Ghost, in his glorifying the Lord Jesus, was, in many cases,

pleased to shadow forth somewhat, of the Redeemer where he is

not at first so immediately discovered. Whether in the passage
;1 have just read, for the present evening's meditation, there be

any thing typical of Jesus, I know not; but to those who, like

Philip, have " found him of whom Moses in the law and the

.prophets did write, Jesus ofNazareth," the coat of
tjie.p.atriarch,

dippe'd in sthe blood of the kid, may minister in leading the Jieart -

to the contemplation of Jesus, who appeareth unceasingly in His
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priestly garments j in ; the presence of God our Father, for usv
And may not a believer v humbly take up the 'language of faith,
when drawing nigh to our God and Father in Christ Jesus; and
when we enter, as it were, into his retirings, with earnest prayer,
and earnest pleadings, seeking favourin and through Jesus, may
we not in the arms of our faith bring the vesture of Jesus dipped
in blood, and say, This have we found; know now, whether it

be Jesus -s, thy dear and ever blessed Son's vesture, or no T Oh !

for faith to behold Christ, as the Father beheld him, when he
set him forth to the Church ; arid to love him as God our Father
loved him. And how surely will God confirm his own gracious
testimony concerning him, and say, as the <

patriarch, or in

words to the same effect: This is my beloved Son, in whom I

am well pleased ! *

I am the rose of Sharon, and the lily of the valleys.

Song ii.-.l.

Yes ! dearest Lord Jesus, thou art all this, and infinitely more
to my soul; more fragrant than both, and more precious than all

the flowers of the field. Help me, this evening, to contemplate
my Lord under those sweet similitudes. Do I not, and shall I

not henceforth, in the red blushing beauty of the rose, behold thy
human nature, which thou hast assumed for the redemption of

thy people V Are not thy bloody sufferings, and thy red apparel,

strikingly set forth by the image of the rose; as thy spotless

purity is shown under the loveliness of the white lily 1 Can the

sweet-scented rose, even of Sharon, vie with the perfume of the

incense of thy righteousness to a poor sinner's soul 1 Or can the

beauty of the lily be as grateful to the eye as the purity of Jesus
to a mind conscious of its own pollution, and beholding itself

complete in his salvation, who is "holy, harmless, undefiled,

separate from sinners, and made higher than the heavens ]" But
wherefore Sharon's rose, and the valley's lily, unless it be to speak
thine infinite greatness in the excellency of Sharon, and thine in-

finite humbleness in the lowest part of the earth, as the valley.
And indeed, Lord, in thine own wonderful person, thou compre-
hendest all things, in the length, and breadth, and depth, and

height! Thou art both the Alpha and Omega: the first and the last.

And though Lord of all, thou didst condescend to become servant

.ofall. Be thou to me, my Lord, every thing that is precious and

lovely, as the rose of Sharon, and as the lily of the valley. And
oh! give me a sweet conformity to thyself, and thy loveliness.

And though my sins be red as scarlet, do thou make them
whiter than the snow: though they be as the crimson, do thou

make them as the wool I Cause me to be washed in that foun-

tain which thou hast opened for sin and for uncleanriess ; and
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br|ng me to join thatJhappy multitude before thythrone, "who
havo washed their .robes, and made them white in the blood of

the Lamb!" .
,

Thus saith the Lord, Set thine house in order: for

thou shalt die, and not lire.-Isaiah xxxviii. 1.

My soul ! whether or not the decree be as yet gone forth for an

early day for thy removal, as here to Hezekiah, it must shortly
arrive ; and as thou knowest not how soon, it is good to set both
thine house and thine heart in order ; for he that is best fitted to

live, is best prepared to die. How stands thy great account ?_ This

body of thine must go down to the chambers of the grave. And
surely if the soul be safe in union with Jesus, such an. event as

the dissolution of the body is more to be desired than dreaded.

If the pearl be safe, no matter though the casket be broken.

Pause over the view; for though it be solemn, it is profitable.
If a voice from heaven declared the dead to be blessed, who die

in the Lord ; then will thy death be blessed, if thou art living in

union with Christ. See to it this night, this very night, whether
this be thy case ; all is well, if this be well. Hath not the Holy
Ghost, in times long since passed, led thee to all-precious Jesus]
And from his sweet teachings, and constraining influences, hast

thou not ventured thyself upon him"? Convinced that there is

salvation in no other, neither any other name under heaven

given among men, whereby thou mightest be saved, didst thou
not cast thyself upon his blood and righteousness, and at a time
when under the deepest sense of thy sin and his all-sufficiency
to save ? And hast thou not many a time since, when the false

reasoning of men, the temptations of hell, and a host of foe's,

from within and without, would have turned thee aside from thy
Lord ; hast thou not, by his sweet, constraining, and supporting
grace, been kept leaning upon Jesus 1 Yea, moreover, hath not
that dear Redeemer, the Lord God of the Hebrews, who first met
thee by the way, brought thee acquainted with himself, and
caused thee to believe in him ; hath he not since, in a thousand,
and ten thousand renewed manifestations of his love, comforted

thee, strengthened thee, and made Ihee sensible of his gracious
presence

1

*
Surely, then, if he saith to thee,

" Set thine house in

order, for thou shalt die, and not live ;" it is but the call of Jesus
to the exercise of the last act of faith, and indeed to die to this

world only, that thou mayest live with him in glory in a better.

And wpuldst thou now draw back ? Didst thou first venture upon
Christ, when thou hadst known but little of his faithfulness-?

And shall it be said now, that the shadow of a doubt remains*"
when multitudes of evidences upon evidences have been given
thee, that he is, he must, he will ever be Jesus I Precious,

preciousi^
Redeemer ! Oh ! for a full tide of thy grace to be

poured in upon my soul, when thou-shalt be. pleased .to send
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forth a messenger with "Set thine house in order^for thou.shalt

clie, -and not live ;" that I may then gather all ;intp ,pne of-the

many tokens of thy redeeming love to a poor worthless worm,
such as I am; and all the many goings forth of my soul after

thee, through a life of grace; since thou wast pleased to quiclcen
me to the knowledge and desire after thee : that finally, fully,
and completely, I may, once for all, cast my soul into thy
blessed arms, with a " Lord Jesus, receive my spirit !"

.And David spake unto the Lord when he saw the

angel that smote the people, and said, Lo, I have

sinned, and I have done wickedly: but these slieep,
what have they done ? 2 Samuel xxiv. 17.

My soul ! here is a subject of a heart-searching nature open-
ed to thee this evening, in those expostulating words of the

man after God's own heart. Summon up all thy faculties to the

meditation ; and yet, infinitely more than this, seek the teachings
of the Holy Ghost, that thou mayest profit by them. The

apostle was commissioned by the Holy Ghost to tell the Church,

_that for man's sin the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in

"pain together, until now. The slaughter of every beast, the

sacrifice of every lamb, proclaimeth, with a louder voice than
words can declare, the baleful malignity ofhuman transgression.
And if David, when he saw the destroying angel brandishing his

dreadful sword over Jerusalem, felt remorse in the recollection of

his own sin, and the punishment falling on the harmless sheep,
whatviews ought the contemplation of the unequalled sorrows and

sufferings of the Lamb of God to occasion, when it be recollected

that " he died, the just for the unjust, to bring us to God ?" To
see sin as exceeding sinful, we may get some idea from beholding
apostate spirits cast out of heaven ; or from the curse of Jehovah

upon the earth, and all the children of Adam involved in it;

the destruction of the whole world by water; or the burning of

Sodom and Gomorrah by fire; and the everlasting torments of
the damned in hell: these form awful views of the dreadful

nature of sin, as it appears in the sight of God. But all these

are nothing, in comparison to one remaining to be mentioned.
Wouldst thou see sin in all its tremendous consequences, thou
must go to Golgotha. There behold the Lamb of God, taking
away sin by the sacrifice of himself. Here take up the words of

David, and ask thine own heart, while confessing that thou hast

sinned, and done wickedly, what had this Lamb of God done?
But do not stop here*' Go on in the contemplation. If He who
knew no sin became sin if he who in his sacred person was
holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and made higher
than the heavens, yet became both sin and a curse for his re-

deemed, that they might be made the righteousness of God in
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himi wilt thou not think -it the first, the last^the highest, the

best; the most m&mentous of all points, to know whether. ,th,ou,

even thou thyself, art made the righteousness of God in him!
O thou holy, blessed, and eternal Spirit! give me to see in the

Lord Jesus, my almighty Surety, that in all he did, in all he

sustained, and all he suffered, he bore my sins in his own body
on the tree, and that not a single sin of omission or commission

was left out. Oh ! for grace to believe, and to .plead, now and

for ever, before the throne, that then all my iniquities and all

my transgressions, in all my sins, the Lord Jehovah laid (as
Aaron typified on the great day of atonement, Lev. xvi. 21) upon
the person of his dear Son ! Help me, Lord, with increasing
confidence of faith, and holy hope, and ardent joy, thus to view-

Jesus as my Surety, and thus to answer the account given of it

in that blessed scripture :
"
Siirely shall one say, In the Lord

have I righteousness and strength : even to Him shall men come,
and all that are incensed against him shall be ashamed. In the

Lord shall all the seed of Israel be justified, and shall glory," .

And the angels which kept not their first estate,

but left their own habitation, he hath reserved in ever-

lasting chains, under darkness, unto the judgment
of the great day.

; Jude 6.

This will form a solemn meditation, my soul, for thy evening
thoughts to be exercised upon. And, perhaps, under grace, it

may lead thee to some sweet improvements in the contemplation
of the distinguishing grace manifested to our rebellious nature ;

while judgment the most awful and everlasting overtook the

higher nature of angels. If we humbly inquire what was the
nature of their sin, all we can gather of information concerning
it was, that it was rebellion against God. One part of the

Scripture, indeed, tells us, that " there was war in heaven.
Michael (by which we understand, Michael our Prince, the
Lord Jesus Christ, Dan. x. 21) and his angels fought against the

dragon; and the dragon fought, and his angels, and prevailed
not, neither was their place found any more in heaven." (Rev.
xii. 7, &c.) By which it should seem, that the cause of this con-
test of the devil with Christ was personal, and on account of
the kingdom which Jehovah gave him as God Mediator over

angels and men. And hence, when these apostate spirits left

their own habitation, and were cast out, they set'up a kingdom,
in opposition to the Lord's. And from their bitter hatred to

Christ and his kingdom, they wreaked all their malice in. cor-

rupting and seducing our nature to join in rebellion against God.
Hence "that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which de-
ceiveth the whole world,'

7

beguiled our first parents, and intro-

duced sin and death into this our world ; which hath passed,
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and>must pass upon all their posterity^ because all have sinrietl>

and come short of God's glory. Pause, my sbul, overthesolemn
account. Think, duly think, of the fallen state into which* by
nature and by practice, thon art brought by this apostasy. And
when thou hast had thy mind thoroughly impressed with the

awfulness of such a situation, turn thy thoughts to the due con-

templation also of the love, and grace, and mercy-of God, in thy
recovery. Sweetly dwell on the love of God thy Father, in the

gift of his dear Son, for the purposes of redemption. Mark
well the blessed features of the Son in his work of mercy, in this

great accomplishment. And do not overlook, but delight ever-

more to contemplate, the love of God the Holy Ghost in con-

descending both to bring thee acquainted with the grace of the

Father, and of the Son, and to incline thine heart to the thank-
ful belief of it, and love of both I And that the whole subject

may have its full influence upon thee, to induce in thee all the

suitable and becoming affections of love, thanksgiving, holy
obedience, and praise to the Author of such mercy, mark well
the distinguishing nature of that grace, which hath left fallen

angels in their , ruin and misery, reserved in everlasting chains
under darkness, unto the judgment of the great day, while be-

stowing pardon, reconciliation, and favour, upon fallen men,
amidst all our unworthiness, sin, and rebellion. And, Lamb
of God ! give me the continued grace to meditate for ever on
the unequalled love of thine heart, who passeth by the nature of

angels to take on thee the seed of Abraham ; that in all things
thou mightest.be made like unto the brethren, in being a me?-
ciful and faithful High Priest in things pertaining to God, to

make reconciliation for the sins of thy people !

And he was sore athirst, and called on the Lord, and

said, Thou hast given this great deliverance into the

hand of thy servant : and now shall I die for thirst, and
fall into the hand of the uncircumcised ?

Judges xy. 18.

Here is a sweet thought, my soul, suggested in these words of

Samson, and wilt thou not hope that the Holy Ghost may make
it blessed to thy evening meditation 1 The Lord had wrought a

great deliverance for Samson, in the discomfiture of his enemies;
and now, on a renewed pressing occasion, he makes this the plea
of looking up for being again delivered :

" Thou hast given,"
saith he,

" this great deliverance into the hand of thy servant,
and now shall I die for thirst, and fall into the hand of the un-

circumcised 1"- As if he had said,
" Shall my God cease to be

God ; or shall I now want his help, who hath always helped me
in what has passed! Hath he begun to deliver ; and will he

now cease to do so 1
"

Pause, my soul ! and when thou hast
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and must pass upon all their posterity, because all have sinned,
and come short of God's glory. Pause, my soul, over the solemn
account. Think, duly think, of the fallen state into which, by
nature and by practice, thou art brought by this apostasy. And
when thou hast had thy mind thoroughly impressed with the

awfulness of such a situation, turn thy thoughts to the due con-

templation also of the love, and grace, and mercy of God, in thy
recovery. Sweetly dwell on the love of God thy Father, in the

gift of his dear Son, for the purposes of redemption. Mark
well the blessed features of the Son in his work of mercy, in this

great accomplishment. And do not overlook, but delight ever-

more to contemplate, the love of God the Holy Ghost in con-

descending both to bring thee acquainted with the grace of the

Father, and of the Son, and to incline thine heart to the thank-
ful belief of it, and love of both ! Arid that the whole subject

may have its full influence upon thee, to induce in thee all the

suitable and becoming affections of love, thanksgiving, holy
obedience, and praise to the Author of such mercy, mark well
the distinguishing nature of that grace, which hath left fallen

angels in their ruin and misery, reserved in everlasting chains
under darkness, unto the judgment of the great day, while be-

stowing pardon, reconciliation, and favour, upon fallen men,
amidst all our unworthiness, sin, and rebellion. And, O Lamb
of God ! give me the continued grace to meditate for ever on
the unequalled love of thine heart, who passeth by the nature of

angels to take on thee the seed of Abraham ; that in all things
thou mightest be made like unto the brethren, in being a mer-
ciful and faithful High Priest in things pertaining to God, to

make reconciliation for the sins of thy people !

And he was sore athirst, and called on the Lord, and

said, Thou hast given this great deliverance into the

hand of thy servant : and now shall I die for thirst, and
fall into the hand of the uncircumcised ?

Judges xy. 18.

Here is a sweet thought, my soul, suggested in these words of

Samson, and wilt thou not hope that the Holy Ghost may make
it blessed to thy evening meditation 1 The Lord had wrought a

great deliverance for Samson, in the discomfiture of his enemies;
and now, on a renewed pressing occasion, he makes this the plea
of looking up for being again delivered :

" Thou hast given,"
saith he,

" this great deliverance into the hand of thy servant,
and now shall I die for thirst, and fall into the hand of the un-

circumcised ]" As if he had said,
" Shall my God cease to be

God ; or shall I now want his help, who hath always helped me
in what has passed 1 Hath he begun to deliver ; and will he

now cease to do so 1
"

Pause, my soul ! and when thou hast
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duly made thine observations upon the blessedness of faith,

whichywhen in lively exercise, always finds unansweraT)le!

arg&
menta/of future blessings, in the recollection of those thatiire

pastj take the same plea to thy Jesus for every event which
thou meetest with, in thine exercises. Hath one like the Son
of man redeemed thee, bought thee out of the hands of infinite

justice ; given thee this great deliverance, from both the guilt
and dominion of sin ; taken thee into covenant relations with

himself; opefied a new and living way for thee in his blood;
and doth he ever live to keep it open by his intercession. I

Hath Jesus indeed saved thee, loved thee, blessed thee, given
himself for thee, and treasured up for thee a fulness of all needed

supplies of grace for thy sojourning here ; and is he gone before,

to prepare an everlasting fulness of glory for thy enjoyment of

Himself to all eternity hereafter? And shall any circumstance

now befal thee in the way, to cast down thy hopes, and to lessen

thy faith in such a Saviour ? Shall any thing arise to, frustrate

his designs, or ruin thy cause 1 Is it possible that any new evil,

for which Jesus hath made no provision, can happen 1 or any
unthought of, unexpected calamity arise, which shall counteract

the covenant of redemption, ordered in all things and sure ?

Precious Lord Jesus ! help me ever to keep thee in view, and
then all the springs of dependence on thee will be sure to flow.

If I forget thee, O Jerusalem! let my right hand

forget her cunning. If I do not remember thee, let my
tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth ; if I prefer
not Jerusalem above my chief joy.

Psalm cxxxvii. 5, 6.

My soul ! sit down this evening and contemplate the languish-

ing state of Zion. Did ever the Church of Christ lie in more
desolate circumstances than now 1 Amidst a great profession of
zeal for religion, how little possession of the divine life is to be
met with among men ! And who is there that seriously lays it

to heart ? For whom doth a throne of grace witness, that they
are holy mourners for Zion, and are earnestly wrestling, night
and day^ with the Lord, that he would visit Zion, and make his

glory to appear 1 Where is the priest, the minister of the Lord,
that is weeping between the porch and the altar, and saying,"
Spare thy people, Lord ! and give not thine heritage to re-

proach!" (Joel ii. 17.) And where are the people that seri-

ously lay it to heart ? My soul ! what sayest thou of these things,

personally considered I Dost thou really love Jesus ? Surely,
then, thou canst not be indifferent to his interests ! Is not Zion
the purchase of his blood 1 Are not her walls, in all her ruined

state, constantly before him ? Yea, is riot her name engraven
5
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and^
and see, in; the tribulations of the present ctay, are^iw^Gqdte
judgments^abroad in the earth 1 And is not his jealousy fqr,his

Church the sole cause ? And if the nations of the eartli-a?e

glider the frowns of thy God, canst thou rejoice in aught Wt
the Church's prosperity 1 Are thousands dying in sin, and,shall
not the children of God mourn 1 Where are the trophies of fhe
Redeemer's precious death and salvation 1 When shall Jesus

see, agreeably to the promise, the travail of his soul, and be
satisfied 1

- Oh! for a portion of that holy zeal with which the

Lord inspired the prophet, when he cried out, "Oh! that my
head were waters, and mine eyes a fountain of tears, that I

might weep day and night for the slain of the daughter of my
people!" holy Lord! give my soul from henceforth a
more earnest concern for the prosperity of thy Zion ! Oh ! for

grace to enter through the blood of Jesus, into the retirings of

the Lord, and to plead with him, as the patriarch did, with an

importunity not to be resisted, that he would turn the captivity
of his people. Oh ! take away the rebuke of thy chosen, and let

it Ibe no longer said of thine, who know Jesus, and have been
made partakers of salvation by him : "There is none to

g[uide
her, among all the sons whom she hath brought forth ; neither

is there any that taketh her by the hand, of all the sons that she

hath brought up." (Isaiah li. 18.)

'Unto the pure, all things are pure; but unto them
that are defiled and unbelieving, is nothing pure.

v

Titus i. 15.

A union with Christ brings with it the sweet and sanctified

use and enjoyment of all things. My soul, ponder this evening
what the apostle here saith, with an eye to this, and behold thy
blessediness in Jesus. Every thing which comes into the account

of what may be called real good, can be so no farther than as it

is found and enjoyed in Christ. Creature comforts have nothing
in them of good, but what is derived from the blessedness of the

covenant in them. To the pure in Christ, all things are pure.
His gracious leaven in them, leaveneth the whole lump. And
Wherefore is it, that to them that are in a state of unrenewed

nature, being denied and unbelieving, there is nothing pure;
but because there is nothing of Christ in them "? -They, and all

they have, are under the curse! for every thing is so. out of

Christ. It is Jesus which must put a blessing and a relislumto

even the most common providences; or, instead of mercy, they
will bring forth evil. See to it, then, my soul, that Christ be
the foundation of all thine enjoyments. Be very jealous oy.er

thyself, and thine own heart, when thou art most happyvthat: it
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-on bhri^'s accbuiit; or -that, when exercised with difficulties,

till see^Jesus in' them* and receive them as coming- from

liis appointment. And learn never to put a value upon any
thing but on his account, and from their connection with him.

>This will confirm what the apostle saith, to thy experience :

"To the, pure; allxthings are pure." For Jesus, seen in

all, will be enjoyed in all; and will sweeten, sanctify, bless,

and render profitable all. For as there is infinitely more blessed-

ness in the most common of our mercies, from their relationship
to Jesus, arid their coming from him, than we are aware of, so

we ought to have the greater regard to him, in all that we enjoy.
And if we consider nothing as a blessing but what is received

in Jesus, we shall learn to set a value upon nothing but what is

brought home to the heart by Jesus.

A door opened in heaven ! Revelation iv. 1.

Lord ! give me, as thou didst to thy servant John, a call to
" come up hither," and by faith behold the glories which shall be

revealed; and immediately.! shall be in the spirit as'he was,
and ^so substantiate and realize, in present enjoyments, those

felicities in Jesus, that this evening my soul will be, by- happy
faiths in the very suburbs of that blessed city, which hath foun-

dations whose builder and maker is God ! Is it not true, Lord,
that all my possessions are thine 1 And shall I not take the

map of them from Scripture, and look over them with holy rap-
ture and delight

1

? Do men of the earth take pride in their lands
and manors ; the very holding ofwhich is precarious, even in the

moment of possession, and which slide from under their feet as
soon as they enter upon them; and shall not an heir of God, a

joint-heir with Christ, rejoice in having a kingdom which cannot
be moved ? Come, my soul, look within the veil, whither thy
Forerunner is for thee entered; and now that God the Holy
Ghost hath opened a door in heaven, behold what felicities are

presenting themselves to thy view! Behold, amidst all the

glories of the place, how eminently Jesus, even thy Je&us, ap-
pears as a Lamb in the midst of the throne : and still as a Lamb
that hath been slain, as if to testify the eternal, unceasing effi-

cacy of his blood and righteousness. But what an innum rable
host are these, which stand around the throne, and encircle the"

Redeemer! "These are they which came out of great tribula*

tion, and have washed their robes, and made them white in the
blood of the Lamb !" Mark that, my soul ! They were once in
the tribulated path that thou art now in; they were once sinners
here below, as thou art now ; and they owe all their advance-

tnerit, not to their merit, but to divine bounty ; not to works of

righteousness which they have done, but to the same source as
thou art now seeking acceptance from -the blood of the Lamb.
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QMi.preci.ous, soul-satisfying -testimony* on a ppint of such ijifr

nite in^prta^nce! Blessed, for ever blessed, be (*pd the:;lpj|^
(Bhpst, for first opening to the beloved apostle this dppr^irj

heaven,'and for all the after-revelations of Jesus, made by this

condescending discovery to. the Church in all ages. Often, m^
Soul,look upland behold the door still open ; and often by faith

iook in, and behold thy Redeemer, and his redeemed, in "the

spirits ofjust men made perfect." Realize these blessed things,
and seek from thy Jesus a strength of faith (for such a faith hath,

been given to some, and why not to thee?) as shall absolutely

bring down the present enjoyment of heaven into thy soul, be-

fore the Lord shall finally and fully call thee up to the everlast-

ing enjoyment of him in glory. Blessed be God, (my soul,
do thou cry out with the apostle,) who hath blessed us with
all spiritual blessings, and hath raised us up together, and made
us sit together, in heavenly places, in Christ Jesus !

And Peter said unto him, Lord, dost thou wash my
feet? John xiii. 6.

My soul! dost thou want some sweet, some tender, some
more than ordinarily interesting view of thy Jesus, this evening,
to draw out all the finer feelings in love and adoration of thy
Redeemer! Look at him, then, in the moment in which this

scripture represents him in his lowliness and meekness, washing
the disciples' feet. Had I the power of drawing the most en-

dearing portrait, Jesus should be my one and only object; anjl

for a subject of the most finished kind, the humbleness arid

tenderness of Jesus, the Lord of life and glory, washing poor
fishermen's feet, should be the picture. .

And what, my soul,

tends, if possible, infinitely mpre to endear and bring home .to

the heart this unparalleled condescension and grace of Jesus, is>

that it was, as the evangelist relates it, at a time when Jesus
knew that all things were given by his Father into his hands:
that is, all things relating to his mediatorial kingdom; .that he
should give eternal life to as many as the Father had given him :

and in due time take out of his kingdom all things that did

offend. Was there ever a more lovely, a more engaging instance

shown, than by the great Redeemer of the world, in this con-

descending act
1

? Well might the astonished apostle cry out, in

the contemplation of it,
"
Lord, dost thou wash my feet ?" My

soul ! pause over the subject, and consider it well ; and when
thou hast duly weighed the matter, let it be asked, what con-

descension, what grace, what love, what mercy, will Jesus think
too great for the salvation of poor sinners 1 Oh ! that I had the

power of persuasion with any poor broken-hearted transgressor,.
,tp convince him that ther.e is nothing to keep a soul from Jej

but unbelief. I would say to such a one, My brother^ _.
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make trial only of Jesus'a love. The greater your unwortWness,

the greater will be the grace of Jesus in his mercy towards you.
Andrthe lower ,the Son of God bends down to wash a sinner,

the higher -surely will he be in the sinner's love and esteem.

Let it be asked, through the whole Church of Christ upon earth,

who loves Jesus most, but the sinner to whom Jesus hath for-

given most! Let it be inquired, through the realms of heaven,

whose song of redemption is the loudest and the best, but those

who were most low upon earth when Jesus first stooped to wash
them. thou blessed Emmanuel ! thou, the Lord our right-

eousness ! never let me forget this instance of thy grace ,to poor

sinners, but do thou cause it to be my daily encouragement to

come to thee, and under the same' conviction as the apostle, to

cry out,
'

Lord wash not my feet only, but also my hands and

my head!"

Thus saith the Lord, the God of Israel, unto thee,

Baruch ;
Thou didst say, Woe is me now ! for the

Lord hath added grief to my sorrow
;

I fainted in my
sighing, and I find ncf rest. Thus shall thou say
unto him, The Lord saith thus; Behold, that which
1 have built will I break down, and that which I

have planted I will pluck up, even this whole land.

And seekest thou great things for thyself? Seek them
not. Jeremiah xlv. 2 5.

Here, my soul! take an instruction, and a blessed one it is,

when applied by the Holy Ghost, suited for God's people in all

ages of the Church, and in all generations. At all seasons, it is

unbecoming in a believer in Jesus to have a mind hankering
after things of the world, which the carnal seek ; but the evil is

increased in times of general calamity, Baruch, though the
Lord's servant, yet felt too much desire of the world's ease.

My soul, learn to avoid every thing which may lead to an attach-
ment to things below; that when called upon to leave them,
their hold may be too little to be felt. And in a day like the

present, doth not thy Lord speak to thee in the same language
as to the prophet: "Seekest thou great things for thyself?
Seek them not." If I have been with Jesus, and given in my
name to him, " what have I to do any more with idolsl" It'is

remarkable, that after the Lord Jesus had instituted his holy
supper, and put the cup into his disciples' hands, he observed,
"I will not drink henceforth of the fruit of the vine, until that

day when I drink it new with you, in my Father's kingdom ;"

hereby teaching us, that in the dedication of the soul to him, an;

exchange is then made of earth for heaven. And as from that

5*
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cup was the
;cup of .trembling, and bf

and this gall, so the disciple is not abovei-iiis master, rior i th&
servant above his lord. And they that are .Christ's are Baid4o.
have crucified the flesh , with its affections and lusts.

'

A citizen of no mean city. Jlcts xxi. 39.
.-.-_

- .... --. / .
. ...

:
. . -

j,

It certainly was very laudable in Paul, in a.moment.of danger,
to avail himself of the common privileges of his freedom, in the
common rights of men. But it would have been a sad thing for

the apostle, had he not, at the same time, been also ;

" a fellow-

citizen with the saints, and of the household of God." He, like

the patriarchs, knew his right in that city
" which hath founda-

tions, whose builder and maker is God." My soul, see to it this

evening, that thy name is enrolled among the citizens of those
who are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets,
Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner-stone. And if thou
canst find evidences of this high calling, thou wilt know also, as
well as PauL that thou art " a citizen of no mean city." Now, a

city that hath foundations, and whose builder and maker is God,
differs totally from all the cities foultded among men. All these
have their rise, their increase, and fall. Where are the vast

monarchies of past generations "? Alas ! time hath passed over
them as a flood, and swept them all away. And what the sacred
writer hath said of one, may be equally applied to all": "Babylon
the great is fallen, is fallen ; in one hour is thy judgment come !"

But the citizenship of a believer is firm, eternal, and secure.

God the Father is the founder of it: he hath laid the foundation-

stone in Zion. God the Son is the Rock on which it is built.

And God the Holy Ghost is the eternal source of life and

strength, and all the immutable privileges of it. This city is

everlastingly and eternally secure, for "salvation hath the Lord

appointedTor walls and bulwarks." And the peace and happiness
of its inhabitants must ever remain the same; for the citizens

are of one body, and one spirit, even as they are called, in one

hope of their calling. For the Son of God hath made them free

by his blood and righteousness, and they are free indeed. Such,
my soul, among numberless other distinguishing characters, are

the outlines of the history of that city which hath foundations,
and ofwhich we may say with the Psalmist,

" Glorious things are

spoken of thee, O City of God !" If thou art a citizen of it, the

enrolment of thy name among the freemen may be easily seen,
for Jesus, the King of Zion, must have signed it with his blood.

And then art thou come, as the apostle describes, not to the

mount that might be touched, and that hurried with fire; not

unto blackness, and darkness, and tempest ; but unto Mount Zion,
and unto the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem,
and to -an innumerable company of angels ;. to; thie general'
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assembly and church of tjie first-born, which are

heaven; and to God the Judge of all ; and to the, spirits ofjust
men made, perfect; and to Jesus, the Mediator of the new; co^

venaht, and to the blood of sprinkling. Then, hast thou found
also the blessedness of the place, and the immense privileges

of

its inhabitants 1 In the freedom of this city is founa peace with

God, through the blood of the cross; and access at all times,

through him, by one Spirit, unto the Father. And as among
other citizens there are certain macks and characters by which
the privileges of one city are distinguished from another, so, in

this, the language, the dress, the manners, and customs, are

wholly foreign to all the rest of the world. A citizen of God's
house talks the language of God; he is dressed in the garment
of salvation, and the robes ofJesus's righteousness. His manners
and-customs are altogether peculiar to a child of God and an heir

of heaven; for all is in conformity to the gospel of Christ. My
s.oul! whatsayest thou to these characters? Are they thine 1 If.

so, thou mayest assume Paul's account of himself; for, like

him, thou art " a citizen of no mean city !"

Surely he hath borrifc our griefs, and carried our

sorrows. Iscdah liiL 4.

My soul ! call up, this evening, all thy most earnest and most
solemn thoughts, to the meditation of a subject, which the Holy
Ghost opens to thy view in these words. And if the Lord the

Spirit, that proposeth to thy soul the solemn consideration, will

graciously instruct thee through it, perhaps it will lead to such
views of Jesus as may not before so fully have struck thine atten-.

tion. Lord! guide thy servant in it! Now here it is said,
" He hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows." By which,
it may be supposed, is meant, both the curse and the punishment.
And certain it is, that unless Christ bore both, the sinner is not
freed. From the sinner, or his surety, God's justice must exact
full payment. But if it be found that in the surety that exaction,

hath been made, and fully paid, then is the sinner free ; for from
both it would be unjust to exact. Now behold, my soul, in the

person of thy surety, how, in the most minute points, even as the

sinner himself, thy Jesus stood for thee. And then see, from

beholding thy Redeemer'in this most endearing point of view,
whether thou art not constrained to cry out, with the prophet,
4

'Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows !" A
few of the most prominent features in the griefs and sorrows of,

Jesus will be sufficient in point, by way of illustration. And
first, every sinner, by virtue of being a transgressor, is exposed
to the curse of God ; and that curse is upon every thing belonging
to hini, as Moses told Israel,

" Thou art curse4 in thy basket,
arid" ifl-thy store; in lyingdown and rising up ; in going out and
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comingTibme." (Beut. xxviii. 16, &C;) Now Jesus, as,

ner's surety, is, by way ofpeculiar emphasis, called " theMan of
sorrows' and acquainted with grief." He endured, in his person,'
the very curse denounced upon the sinner. All was poured upon
Jesus, through every part of his life : and as the curse, but for

Jesus's interposition, would follow the sinner in death, so Christ
was followed- by it to the cross. The sinner's dying chamber
would open to him the horrors of divine wrath on sin ; such as

Jesus, for the sinner, sustained in the garden of Gethsemane.
And as no by-standers, no earthly friends, could mitigate the
horrors of the sinner's soul in such a season, so we find Christ,
when going through these conflicts for the sinner, could gain no

help from any of his disciples
"
They all forsook him and fled."

And doth the sinner's conscience then betray and aggravate the

load of wo 1 And did not Judas, Christ's bosom friend, come
boldly forward to aggravate the Redeemer's sorrow 1 And as

every sinner, out of Christ, for whom he, as the surety, hath paid
no ransom, would in the moment of death be seized bound hand
and foot, and carried away by an armed band to utter darkness,
where there is weeping and gnashing of teeth ; so Christ was
taken as the sinner's surety, by an armed band, from the high-
priest to the judgment-hall, where he lay all night, suffering the

punishment of stripes and mocking. And as, in the morning of

the resurrection, sinners out of Christ must arise to all the

horrors of judgment, and the irreversible sentence be pro-
nounced in the presence of all beholders, which consigns them
to everlasting punishment, so Christ, the surety for his sinful

people, in the morning was brought from the hall of Pilate to

the hill of Calvary, and there received the sentence of death exe-
cuted upon his sacred person, in the view of all that passed by.
Pause,my soul, over the representation of truths so awful ! Surely
thou mayest say, IfJesus had not sustained the curse and punish-
ment, then must I have borne it for ever. But if, as the prophet
hath marked it in this most blessed scripture, *i Surely he hath
borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows," then is the principal
debtor free, when the surety hath paid the debt ! Oh ! the pre-
ciousiiess, the suitableness, the completeness of Jesus in the

Whole purpose of his redemption. Blessed, blessed, blessed, for

ever, be Jehovah, for Jesus Christ !
-

Now thou art commanded, this do ye : take you
wagons out of the land of Egypt, for your little ones,

.and for your wives, and bring your father, and come.

Also regard not your stuff; for the good of all the

land of Egypt is yours. Gen. xlv. 19, 20.

What effect must the first news of Joseph's being alive, and
his exaltation at the right hand of Pharaoh, have had updir the
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()f the pjitriarch Jacob I And what a flood of

ing jpyjmust have tjrpke in upon the poor old man, -when, eon-

yinced of the certainty of the account! But what are all these

i&ejingp
of nature^cprnpared to the triumphs of grace when the

popr, sinner \s first made acquainted with the.wonders of redemp-
tjpn, :wrought out and accomplished by one that is his brother,/

eyenpurspiritual Joseph, the:Lord Jesus Christ! Yes ! thou risen

and .exalted Saviour ! by faith I behold thee on the right hand of
the Majesty on high ; and all power thine in heaven and on earth.

I hear thee giving commandments to thy servants, to take the

ordinances, and the several .means of grace, in thy sacred word,
and; like the conveyances of the wagons of Egypt, to bring all

thy ikindred, thy redeemed ones, to thee. Yea, Lord ! I would
dpas,thpu hast said, regard not the stuff, for gladly would I leave
it all behind ; for it hath already too long and too powerfully
occupied my poor heart, and robbed my soul of thee. I would
hasten to thy presence ; for sure I am, the good of all the land

pf heaven itself is thy brethren's, and what is infinitely more
than even heaven, thou, even thou, thyself, blessed Jesus, art thy
people's. But, Lord ! how shall I look thee in the face 1 How
shall I dare to draw nigh, conscious ofmy having, like the sons of

Jacob, sold thee, parted with thee, denied thee, left thee, and as

the Jews of old, preferred every Barabbas, every robber before

thee ? And wilt thou, dearest Lord, still own me, still love me,
and still speak kindly to me^ .Oh! what praises will the

realms of heaven resound with, when Jesus shall have brought
home all his brethren into his Father's house, around himself,
in glory ! How will then every knee (and my poor soul among
the glorious number) bow before thee, and every tongue confess

that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

Amen and Amen !

r Being not without law to God, but under the law to'

Christ. I Cor. ix. 21.

-:-Sit down, my soul, this evening, and ponder over this blessed
distinction which the apostle makes between the lawless conduct
of those, who, from a mere conviction of the truth in the head,
but who never felt the influence of it in their heart, hold the truth

in unrighteousness ; and those who, while conscious of being
under the law to Christ, are not without law to God. To thee,

my soul, who hastbeen brought under the condemnation of God's

holy law, and hast been enabled, through sovereign grace, to take

refuge in the person, blood, and righteousness of the Lord Jesus
Christ; to thee, justification by faith, so far from relaxing thine
obedience to the law of God, has proved the best of all motives

to^the practice of it. Thou knowest thyself to be bought with a

price; and therefore, as the Lord's property, both hy hrs
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purchase, and thy voluntary surrender, it is thy desire above/all

things "to glorify God in thy body and in thy spirit, wriiph are

his>" It is thy glory, thy delight, thy joy, that thy God and
Father hath accepted a righteousness for 'thee, in Jesus, thy
surety ; and to him, and him only, the Lord hath respect for thy

acceptation. But while thou art taught, and thy heart delights
in the soul-reviving truth", that thou art never to seek justifica-
tion by the deeds of the law, thy heart delights also, that thou

art "not without law to God, but under the law to Christ."

For though the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath
made thee free from the law of sin and death, yet while through
the law thoni art dead to the law, the blessedness of it is, that

thou mightst live unto Christ. And it is by the Spirit of'him
that raised up Jesus from the dead dwelling in thee, that the

deeds of the body are mortified, and the soul lives. Sweet
consideration, my soul, to cherish, and ever to keep in view.

Thou art not working/or life, but/rowi life. Not seeking to be

justified by the deeds of the law, but from Christ's justification;

daily showing forth tliat thou art not " without law to God, but
under the.law to Christ."

And he said unto him, Say now unto her, Behold,
thou hast been careful for us wilh all this care

; what is

to be done for thee ? wouldst thou be spoken for to the

king, or to the captain of the host ? And she answered,
I dwell among mine own people.. 2 Kings iv. 13.

What an interesting account, though short, is here given of the
Shunammite. The sacred historian calls her agreat woman; and
she here manifests that she had a great mind. What she had
done for the prophet, she sought no recompense for. Neither
the favours of the king, nor the captain of his host, were of any
value to her and her husband. Dwelling with content in what
she had, and "among her own people," was in her view enough
of earthly enjoyment. But is there not a spiritual improvement
to be made of this passage? Do not the people of our God
dwell'alone? And have they not been from everlasting, so ap-

pointed, in the purposes of God their Father, and chosen in

Christ, and called ? They may, and indeed they ought, to desire

to be spoken for to the King, the captain of the Lord's host, as

a people near to himself. Yes ! I would say, let me'be spoken
for, that I may always live under an abiding sense of my Lord's

presence, and his love ; and that my constant views of him, and
his gracious tokens of kindness to me, may be my daily enjoy-
ment. Methinks I would always be spoken for to him, in this

point of view, and always myself be speaking to him; and tell

my Lord that one smile of his, one whisper to assure me ofmy
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interest in Mm, and rny love for him, and his love for me, Vidll he

niore gratefiil man all the revenues of the earth. Here, like the

Shunammite, would I centre "all my desires. And while living

upon Jesus, it will be my happiness also to "dwell among mine
own people," who, like myself, keep aloof from all unnecessary

acquaintance and connection with the world, to "
enjoy fellow-

ship with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ I"

The hidden manna. Rev. ii. 17.

We have an authority from Jesus himself, to say, that he, and
he alone, is the manna of the gospel : for in his discourse with
the Jews, he called himself, in allusion to the manna of the wil-

derness,
" the living bread," and " the bread of God, which came

from heaven ;" of which, he said, whosoever should eat, should
live for ever. But when Jesus imparts this blessed food to his

people, it is hidden. And, indeed", many of the properties of it

are made more blessed, from the very nature of its secrecy. My
soul, ponder over the subject a few moments this evening, and
behold in it, how truly gracious it is in the Lord, to hand to his

people in secret those enjoyments of.himself, of which the world
is altogether unconscious. Mark the outlines of it, and trace it

in its effects in thine own experience. As Jesus was preached
to the world, both by the law and the prophets, and when ap-
pearing in substance of our flesh manifested forth his glory, yet
was he known only to his disciples: the great mass of men
neither knew him, nor regarded him. If he was preached in

types and sacrifices, 'under the Old Testament dispensation, or in

open gospel under the New, few believed the report: the cry
still went forth, "Is not this the Carpenter's son!" Say, my
soul, is not Jesus still "the hidden manna?" Dost thou dis-

cover him in his holy word] still is his word hidden: for

though it is read openly by all, yet the mystery of it is known
hilt to few. Doth the Holy Ghost testify to thee of Jesus, in

thy desires offer him; in thy communions with him; in the

actings of thy faith upon him ; and in thy enjoymeritsfrom him 1.

Nevertheless in all these, however certain and refreshing to

thee, thy pleasures are hidden from the world. This is mercy,
personal and peculiar: strangers do not, cannot intermeddle
with this joy. Precious Lord Jesus ! give me larger and fuller

enjoyments of thee day by day; and night by night let my
secret and retired meditations of thee be sweet ! Oh ! for grace
tp live more and more upon those hidden privileges, and more
and more to prize them. Come to me, dear Lord ! and give me
such rich participations of thyself, in the fulness of thy person,
blood, and righteousness, that receiving from thee the hidden

manna, I may say in thine own precious words, "I have meat
to eat which the world knows not of."



60 FEBRUARY 24.

Behold, I will bring them from the north country,
and gather them from the coasts of the earth, arid \vith

them the blind and the lame, the woman with child and
her that travaileth with child together : a great company
shall return thither. They shall come with weeping,
and with supplications will I lead them : I will cause

them to walk by the rivers of waters in a straight way,
wherein they shall not stumble: for I am a father to

Israel, and Ephraim is my first-born.

Jeremiah xxxi. 8, 9.

It is blessed at all times to be refreshed with God's promises
concerning

1 the latter-day glory, but more especially at a time
when things are most unpromising. The present hour is emi-

nently so. Therefore, see what a cluster of mercies are folded

up on this one branch of them : and let thine evening medita-
tions be sweet of Jesus and his sure work, in whom " all the pro-
mises are Yea and Amen,- to the glory of God the Father, by
us." Observe, in this blessed scripture, the certainty of the divine

promises being all fulfilled, from the foundation on which they
rest. If God be the God of all the families of Israel, and if

Israel be his son, and Ephraim his first-born, how can the right
of inheritance fail 1 Surely God is engaged by this covenant and

relationship; and he will fulfil his promises. And what are they?
Why, that he will bring them not only from Babylon, but from
all their places of captivity. Jesus, the Son of his love, is com-

missioned, as the covenant of Jehovah, " to bring the prisoners
out of the prison, and them that sit in darkness out of the prison-
house." There shall be a daywhen a nation shall be born at once.

They shall be gathered to Shiloh, and shall come from the East,
and from the West, and from the North, and from the South.

Pause, my soul, over these blessed promises. Thou art frequently

put to it for thyself: and art frequently exercised with fears

and apprehensions for the welfare of Zion. But what saith the

blessed scripture
1

?
" Behold, I will bring them from the north

country, and gather them from the coasts of the earth." Do not

overlook that it is God who undertakes for them, and not them-
selves : and what God undertakes, he will surely perform. Well^
but they are much scattered. Yes! but God will gather them.
But they are diminished. No ! a great company shall return.

But they are blind, and do not know the way : they are lame,
and when they know, have no power to walk in it. Yes, but
saith he that made the eye, and he that giveth strength to the

lame, both the " blind and the lame," yea, even the woman in

pregnancy and her that is in travail, all shall come. I will bis"

eyes, saith God, to the blind, and feet to the lame : I will lead
them in a way they know not : I will undertake for them. And



FEBRUARY 25. 1

"sole reason is, God^s free grace and Covenant mercy hi Christ.

<jod is a father, in this relationship, to all the:families irrlsrafel:

and in him all the families of the earth are blessed. Pause, ,my
soul, again and again, over this sweet and precious.scripture ; and
:iee that these covenant marks and impressions be upon thee, as
a sure, unerring token of thy being in Christ, and gathered from
the coasts of the earth ; that thou art following Jesus, as Mary
Magdalene did

,
with .tears and supplications. Prayers ar.e quick-

ened by tears ; and tears flowing from the view of a crucified

Saviour, must give energy to prayers. The eye that is looking
unto Jesus, will affect the heart; and the heart that is wounded
with the view of Jesus dying for our sins, will cause tears to fall

from the eye : and both will follow Christ by the waters of ordi-

nances, under the Spirit's teaching and gracious influences.

"Lord! give to my soul these tokens for good ; and lead me in
the way of salvation for thy Name's sake.

And the rest, some on boards, und some on broken

pieces of the ship. And so it came to pass, that they

escaped all safe to land. Acts xxvii. 44.

This is a beautiful conclusion of a history, which, during the

providence wherein Paul the apostle and his companions were in

shipwreck, afforded a large opportunity for the exercise of faith.

The issue, it appears, was not doubtful from the first: for ah

angel of God had assured Paul, that God had given unto him the

lives of all that sailed with him. And so it proved ; yea, the

very wreck of the ship furnished out means for the people's

safety. Now, my soul, here is a very precious instruction for

thee. In the exercises of thy life, learn from hence to abide

firmly by the promise, when every thing leading to its accom-

plishment seems to fail . God hath said , that eternal life with all

its preliminaries, is in his Son ; and that he that hath the Son,
hath life, and shall not come into condemnation. Now let what
will arise, after this declaration of God, like the storm and ship-
wreck of the apostle, these are intervening circumstances with
which thou hast nothing to do. Do thou take hold of the

promise ; for the promise hath its claim upon God. This cannot

fail, whatever else may fail. And, though, like Paul in this

voyage, "neither sun nor stars in many days may appear," and
no small tempestbe upon thee, Jesus is still at the helm, and thou
shalt assuredly escape to land. Yea, the very wreck of all thing?
argund thee, shall but the better minister to this great end.

And thou shalt at length write down the same conclusion to thy
history, which Joshua, the man of God, made of the whole

history of Israel :, "Not one thing hath failed, of all the good
things which the Lord your good spake concerning you : all are

come to pass, unto this very day."
6
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Who is she that looketh forth as the morning ;
fair

as the moon, clear as the sun, and terrible as an army
with banners? -Song vi. 10.

By whomsoever this question is asked, there.can be no question
of whom it is said ; for the Church of Jesus, made comely by the

comeliness which her Lord hath put upon her, is all this, and
more in every eye that can admire true loveliness ; and will be
a perfection of beauty, in the upper and brighter world, for ever,

the first openings of grace upon the soul, after a dark night of
the fall, may be compared to the beauty of the morning. But

though fair as the moon, it is but a borrowed light, as the moon,
and subject to changes in its increasings, and its wanings also.

As long as the sun's influences are upon this planet, its shinings
will be fair. But when objects intervene from the earth, and the
sun shines not, there will be an eclipse of all its borrowed lustre.

Just so the Church ; and oh ! how often on my soul. While
Jesus, the sun of righteousness, shines upon me, all is fair and

lovely ; but if he withdraws, the night immediately follows. But
oh ! my soul, when grace is perfected in glory ; when as John
in a vision saw that wonder of wonders in heaven, " a woman
clothed with the sun, and the moon under her feet," (Rev.xii. 1.)
then shall the whole Church of God shine forth " as the sun, in

the kingdom of their Father." Precious Jesus ! give me to see

my clear interest in thee, from my union with thee ! And do thou,
dear Lord, so make me. strong in thy strength, that during the

whole period ofmy present warfare, I maybe " terrible as an army
with banners," to all that would oppose my way to thee, and in

thee. Yea, Lord ! let sin, and Satan, and the world, be ever so

united against me, yet do thou put on me the whole armour of

my God, that I may "
fight the good fight of faith, lay hold of

eternal life, and be made more than conqueror through Him that

loveth me."

But none saith, Where is God, my maker, who giveth

songs in the night ? Job xxxv. 10.

Ah, Lord ! is it so, that among men of the world, though
oppressed by the world, and the evils of it, and some are com-

pelled to cry out under the bitterness of their sorrows, yet are

there no hearts, no voices, directed to thee ? When death
entereth into their window, and taketh away the desire of their

eyes with a stroke ; or when pains, and chastenings of the body
chain them to their beds : do they lament the earthly bereave-

ments, and groan under the consequences of sin, by which death

and sickness came ; and yet in all these things, will nothinglead
their unthinking minds

" to hear the rod, and who hath appointed
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it?
7 * Will they turn from one creature-comfort to another, and

strive to fill; up the vacancies made by distressing providences
in their fancied happiness with any thing, or even nothing,
rather than look to thee for comfort and support under their

troublei-1 Oh ! how great are my privileges, if-this be the case,

compared to the carnal ! And oh ! how distinguishing thy grace
to my poor soul, that when sleepless on the bed, or when pains
keep me awake, I can, and do look to Jesus, and say,

" Thou art

God my maker, who giveth songs in the night !
v

Yea, Lord !

thou hast refreshed my soul with many a sweet song, when all

the world was to me asleep, and could not interrupt my hap-
piness. Oh ! how often have I been blessed with the harmony
of the songs of redemption, and run over in some of the blessed

verses of it, how Jesus hath loved me, and given himself for me.

Yea, Lord ! may I not say, as the prophet,
" Thou hast wakened

me morning by morning; thou hast wakened mine ear, to hear
as the learned." For methinks 1 have been often wakened in

the night by thee, and I have found my soul instantly led out by
thy grace to a sense of thy presence, and to a desdre after thee :

and was not this, my Lord, calling, as upon the Church of old,

"Let us get up early to the vineyards, for there will I give thee

my loves !" O precious Redeemer ! grant me such frequent
visits, and such sweet communications of thy grace ; and if in

thy wise and kind providences, sickness, or pain, or afflictions,

be at any time appointed me, do thou sit up by rne, Lord, and

keep my heart in sweet recollection of thee, that in the multitude
of the sorrows of my heart, thy comforts may refresh my soul,
and frequently may the earnest petition for thy presence and thy
love go forth in the inquiry,

** Where is God my maker, who
giveth songs in the night 1"

Having loved his own, which were in the world, he
loved them unto the end. John xiii. 1.

Sweet thought, my soul, for thee everlastingly to cherish ;

thy Jesus is the same, and his love the same, amidst all thy
changings : yet he abideth faithful. His love, and not thy
merit,"was the first cause of thy salvation ; and the same love,
and not thy deservings, is the final cause wherefore thou art

not lost. But mark in this blessed scripture, how many sweet
and lovely things are said. Jesus hath a people, and that people
are in the world, and that people are his own. What ! had he
riot a people in the other worl^ ? Yes ! by creation all are his,
in common with the Father. But by redemption he had none,
until he had redeemed them from this present evil world. And
observe how very graciously they are spoken of. Thiey are his

own, his peculiar people, his treasure, his Segullah, his jewels.



64 MARCH .1.

And liow dearly doth he prize them ! They wereJirst given, to

liimni-by his Father that made them dear. They "are the .pujf-

chase of his blood--this made them dear also. He hath "con-

quered them by his gracethis endears them to himself as, hisf

own. And though they are in this world too much engaged in

the affairs of the world, and too much in love with the world, yet
Jesus's love is not abated ; their persons are still dear to Jesus,

though their sins he hates. The same love which prompted his

infinite mind to stand up for their redemption, the same love is

going forth unceasingly, and without change or lessening, to ac-

complish and render effectual that redemption. Precious Lord
Jesus ! for grace to love thee, who hast so loved us ! Ao(J
while thou condescendest to call such poor sinful worms thine

own, and to love them as thine own, and to consider every thing
donefor them and done to them as to thyself, shall not a portion
of such love be communicated to my poor heart, that I may love

thee as my own and only Saviour, and learn to love thee to the

end, as thou hast loved me and given thyself for me, an offering
and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling savour 1

MARCH.
For by one offering, he hath perfected for ever them

that are sanctified. Hebrews x. 14. .

'

. * .

I hope, my soul, thou hast still upon thee the sweet savour of
His name, whom in the morning portion thou didst contemplate
as wonderful. And if so, here is another view of Jesus pre-
sented to thine evening meditation, to keep alive the blessed

fragrancy, and under the Spirit's influence, to preserve both, not

only through the night, but to the morning, and every night,
and every morning that follows, until the night of death be

passed, and that everlasting morning break in upon thee, in

which thy sun shall no more go down, but Jesus himself be thine

everlasting light, arid thy God thy glory. Look, my soul, this

evening, at thy Jesus, as this sweet scripture sets him forth, and
behold, him in his high priestly office, at once the sacrifice, the

sacrificer, and the altar, on which he hath offered up that one

offering, by which he hath perfected for ever them that are

sanctified. And mark both the preciousness of thy Jesus, and
the preciousness of his work. It is but one offering, and thaf;

one but once offered. For, from its eternal value and efficacy,
an everlasting perfection is given to all them that are sanctified,
and set apart for himself. " For Christ (as the apostle in his

delightful manner expresseth it) being raised from the dead,
dieth ao more : death hath no more dominion over him. Forjiii

that he died, he died unto sin once : but in that he liveth, he
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iiyeth unto God." (Rom. vi. 9, 10.) And what abundant pre-
cious things are contained in this view of, the one offering of the

Lord Jesus, which the Holy Ghost is continually holding forth

to the Church ! It is blessed to behold them, blessed to believe

them, and doubly blessed to be living in the constant enjoyment
of them. So vast and comprehensive is this one offering of

Jesus, that it hath not merely procured the hopes of pardon,
but the certainty of it; not only brought poor sinners into a

capability of being saved, but absolutely saved them; and not

only saved them, but qualified them for happiness ; yea, hath

perfected, and that for ever, them that are sanctified. And who
are they

1

? Surely all are sanctified who were set apart from

everlasting, in the counsel of peace, between the persons of the

Godhead, and given unto the Son, in an everlasting covenant,,

that cannot be broken ; for to this purport are those blessed

words of Jesus himself, in his prayer to his Father (John xvii. 2) ,

"That I should give eternal life to as many as thou hast given
me." And, my soul, take one observation more from this sweet

scripture : this perfection, given to his people, by his one offer-

ing, isfor ever .- he hath perfected for ever them that are sancti-

fied. So that the blessing runs through all eternity. The effi-

cacy of Jesus's blood and righteousness is eternally the same.
In point of merit, it flows as fresh, and pure, and sovereign, in

its pleadings now, as ever. Hallelujah ! Fold up, my soul, this

blessed verse in thy bosom, and carry it about with thee in thine

heart. iLet it be among the first and last of thy thoughts when
thou liest down and when thou risest up. Jesus will own it, and

prove it to the full, when thou bringest it before his throne.

The waters of Marah. Exodus xv. 23.

My soul ! let thine imagination take wing, and flee thou this

evening beside the waters of Marah; and while thou sittest

down by the stream, see whether thou wilt be able to gather some
of the many improving lessons the Holy Ghost brings before the

Church, concerning that memorable transaction wrought there

for Israel: We read in the history of that people, that they had

just before sung the song of salvation on the borders of the Red
Sea, when Israel saw that great sight, themselves redeemed, and
the enemy swallowed up : and they were now on their march
toward the promised land. Three days they had travelled into

the wilderness, and found no water ; and when they came to

Marafi, though water was there in abundance, yet they could
not drink of it, for it was bitter. In this situation they/cried
unto the Lord ; and the Lord showed the people a tree, which,
when cast into the waters, made them sweet. Such ar.e the oufc

lirjes of the history. Pause now, my soul, and see whatimproving
reflections thou canst gather from it. The Lord thy God hath

6*
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brought thee also out of spiritual Egypt, he hath led thee

through a new and living way, even the red sea of Christ's
blood ; and thou hast begun thy son'g of salvation also, to God
and the Lamb ^ But when, like Israel, he is bringing thee

through the wilderness, where dispensations, suited to a wilder-

ness, may be" supposed to abound, how art thou manifesting thy
faith and submission

1

? Reader, what is your answer to such a

question ? Methinks I would hope better things of you than I

dare say of myself.
- But I too often find, when the waters of

life are like the waters of Marah, when what I proposed for my
comfort; turns out to my sorrow, and I discover a worm in the

very bud of some sweet flower I have been rearing up for my-
self with great care, I feel rebellion rising within. I blush even
now in the recollection ofhow often I have been tempted to call

in question the divine faithfulness, and, like Israel, have taken
offence at some little difficulty I have met with, which afterwards,
I,have discovered, was purposely put there by the Lord him-

self, to manifest his watchfulness over me, and how sure my
dependence upon him might have been placed. Reader! doth

your heart find but too much correspondence to this state of mine 1

Let us both then do as Israel did, when at any time our waters
are like the waters of Marah, cry unto the Lord. Let us put
the cross of Jesus into the stream, be it what it may, (for that is

the%ee which the Lord showeth his people,) and never doubt
but Jesus's cross, though to Him more bitter than gall, yet to

us will prove the sweetener of all our crosses. Yes ! thou dear

Lord ! thou didst drink the cup of trembling even to ihe dregs,
that in the view of it thy redeemed might take the cup of salva-

tion, and call upon the name of the Lord. Thy cross, if cast

into a sea of trouble, will alter the very properties of affliction

to all thy tried ones. In every place, and in every state, while

my soul is enabled to keep thee in remembrance, and "
thy

wormwood and thy gall," the wilderness of all my dispensa-
tions will smile and blossom as the rose. I shall then learn to

bless a taking God, as well as a giving God, for both are alike

from the overflowings of thy mercy ; and, like the apostle, I

shall then have learnt the blessedness of that state, "to glory in

tribulation, that the power of Christ may rest upon me.

Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to

make your calling and election sure
;
for if ye do these

things, ye shall never fall: For so an entrance shall be
ministered unto you abundantly into the .everlasting

kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ

2 Peter I 1.6,1-1.
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- What a very affectionate advice is here given by tthe apostle ;

and surely as important as it is tender! Sit down, my soul,
this evening, and -ponder these words of Peter. The apostle

saith, and saith it with great clearness of reason as well as reve-

lation, that an assurance of being a partaker of grace in this life,

becomes as sure and certain an evidence of being made a par-
taker of glory in another. The question then is, how shall I

ascertain, and without the shadow of a doubt, the certainty of

my calling and election ? Shall I look into the book of life, to

see my name there 1 That is impossible.
" Secret things belong

unto the Lord our God ; but those that are revealed belong unto

us, and unto our children for ever." Is there nothing revealed

on this important point in the Scriptures of truth ? Yes. The
apostle to the Romans was directed to tell the Church, that

whom God the Father did 'predestinate to be conformed to the

image of his Son, "them he also called : and whom he,called,
them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also

glorified." (Rom. viii.29,30.) Hence, therefore, it must plainly
and undeniably follow, that where a soul can fully prove hip

having Been called, his election is included in the discovery; for

the one is the result and consequence of the other. If I see a
stream of water flowing, there must be a source whence it comes,

though the fountain itself be out of sight. The fruit of any tree

will of itself ascertain the nature and quality of the tree whence
it was gathered, whether the tree be seen or not. And if, my
soul, thou possessest clear and unquestionable tokens

N

of thy
being called by grace, in the true scriptural evidences which the

Holy Ghost hath there marked concerning it, thine election will

as plainly be implied. See, then, if this be the case. If thou
hast a-conviction of sin, of righteousness, and ofjudgment; if a
sense of thy transgressions hath been so marked in thine heart,
as to be followed with a sense of thy utterly lost and ruined state

by nature, and a total inability on thy part to accomplish any
thing towards thine own recovery ; and if thou hast been led by
the Holy Ghost to the view of Jesus, as the only One mighty to

save ; and thou art come to him with the awakened cry of the

soul,
"
Lord, save, or I perish !" these are among the first and

most striking testimonies of an effectual and saving call by grace.
And, therefore, the diligence the apostle so strongly and affec-

tionately recommends is to look into thy evidences daily, and
daily to live in the habit and enjoyment of them; so that, from
an increasing acquaintance with them, all the great and glorious
objects connected with our future and eternal state may be. made
familiar to the soul. Steadfastly looking to the Lord Jesus by
faith, and living by faith upon him, we may be daily grpw.inff

qp to .him in all things; so that when life comes to be closed,
and faith swallowed up in enjoyment, like a rich and deeply-
laden vessel in full sail, we may then have "an abundant en-
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trance ministered unto us, into the everlasting kingdom of our
Lord arid Saviour Jesus Christ."

And she called the name of the Lord that spake unto

her, Thou God seest me: for she said, Have I also

here looked after him that seeth me? Wherefore the

well was called Beer-lahai-roi. Genesis xvi. 13, 14.

Behold, my soul, what very blessed instructions arise out of

this scripture. Beg of God the Holy Ghost to make thy present

evening meditation of it sweet. The words themselves are the

reflection of Hagar, the handmaid of Sarah, when she fled from
her mistress into the wilderness. In a situation of great distress,

the Lord manifested himself" to her, and the conclusion she
drew from it was, as is expressed, "Thou God seest me." This,
indeed, was the name she gave unto the Lord, as if henceforth

she would know the Lord in all his mercies by this name.
Sweet thought ! Jesus is known by his name, and in his name
his grace is revealed. But Hagar added another delightful
reflection, "for she said, Have I also here looked after him that

seeth meV As if she had said,
" And hath the grace of God,

looking upon me, wrought grace in me ?" But the words may
be read differently, and some indeed read them so: "Have I

looked for the Lord, when the Lord looked after me!" " Alas !

I thought not of him until that he called me by his grace."
Here is another delightful thought of Hagar's, and in perfect

harmony with the gospel of Jesus. " For if we love God, it is

because he first loved us." And there is another reflection as

interesting as either :
" Wherefore the well was called Beer-lahai-

roi ;" that is,
" the well ofhim that Hveth and looketh on." This

became Hagar's memorial, as if she would for ever perpetuate
the name of Him that looked on and regarded her sorrow.

This well, this place, this sacred spot, shall be Hagar's Bethel !

It shall tell every one that passeth by, Here the Lord wrought,
and here he manifested grace to a poor handmaid. Precious

scripture of a precious God ! Who but must feel delight in be-

holding Hagar's faith
1

? And who but must find cause to bless

God, both for giving that faith, and affording so favourable an
occasion for the exercise of it *? And shall I not, and will not

you, reader, gather some of the many delightful instructions

from it, for our own use, which it is so highly calculated to

bring? Did the angel of the Lord look on Hagar, and doth he
not look on every child of his 1 Am I at any time looking after

Jesus, and is not Jesus looking after me ? Oh ! what a volume
of encouragement ariseth from this one view, to persevere in

looking after him and in waiting for him ! that before I thought
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of; Jiim, or was looking; after him, Jesus was both caring and

looking upon me! It is impossible to be beforehand with God.
Put

;down, then, my soul, this conclusion from this blessed scrip?

ture, that in every place, in every state, upon every occasion,

thy Jesus liveth, and looketh on. And do thou call thy Lord by
the. same name as Hagar did, that speaketh to thee in every
place, and by every providence, "Thou God seest me." And
never, never forget, when thou art hardest put to it, and art

seeking Jesus, sorrowing, though to thy blind eye he doth not
so immediately appear, yet he is still seeing and following the'e,

even when thou art not seeking and following after him. Let
this be in thy constant remembrance : and make every spot that

is memorable like the well Seer-ldhai-roi, to draw water of

salvation from ; for in every one it is the well of Him that liyeth,
and ; looketh on. Precious Lord Jesus ! henceforth grant me
grace, that while thou art looking after me with love and

favour, I may be looking unto thee with faith and praise.
And through every step of my wilderness state, while going
home to my Father's house, let this be my comfort and the

burden of my song in this house of my pilgrimage, "Thou God
seest me."

Having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made per-
fect by the flesh ? Galatians iii. 3.

While beholding the Church of Galatia., which set out upon
true gospel principles, and before whose eyes Jesus Christ had
been evidently set forth as crucified among them, yet after this,

turning aside to seek justification by works, let thine evening
meditation, my soul, be directed to this heart-searching inquiry :

Upon what art thou building thine hopes of salvation 1 Is it

simply on Christ
1

? or art thou mingling with the blood and

righteousness of Jesus, somewhat of thine own, by way ofjusti-
fication'? The question is exceedingly important; and the clear

answer to it, of the first consequence to thy present peace and

everlasting welfare. See to it, then, that there are no reserves,
no limitations, nothing to qualify the plain and direct answer to

the apostle's words; but having begun in the Spirit, thou canst

truly say, thou dost not seek to be made perfect by the flesh.

If this be thy case, thou hast learned to make a nice, but highly
proper distinction between the great object of faith, which is

Qhrist alone, and the fruits and effects of that faith, which are

the gracious influences Jesus, by his Holy Spirit, hath wrought
in thine heart. It is very blessed, very desirable, to let the

wo.rld, both of saints and of sinners, see our light so shine before

them, that it may not be the subject of doubt whose we are,

and whom we serve. But, if any attainments which, by grace,
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my soul is blessed with, be made a part saviour in my views of

justification, and I am not looking wholly to Jesus for this

great work, as wrought out
aiyl completed by himy certain it is,

that however I might begin in the Spirit, I am now turning aside

to the flesh. Moreover, besides the motley religion I am thus

taking up with, if what I feel, and what I enjoy in tinefruits arid

effects of faith, be made a part of my hopes and confidence;^
alas! when those feelings and those enjoyments at any time

abate, my hopes and confidence will abate also. And if justifi-
cation be made a fluctuating principle, is it not plain that I shall

be void of comfort, when I most want it? And is it not from
this very cause, that so many precious souls go in leanness all

their days, sometimes feeling hope, but for the most part exer-

cised with doubts and fears, according to what they feel, and
not what Jesus is in their view, and because, in themselves, they
are looking for somewhat that may give a greater confidence iii

Christ
1

? Pause, my soul, and inquire how the case stands with

thyself: Is Jesus the whole, in the way of a sinner's justification
before God ? Is he the Alpha and the Omega also 1 Dost thou

regard him as both the Author and the Finisher of salvation
5

? Is

he the first and the last 1 And dost thou venture thine everlast-

ing all upon Jesus? Pause once more, and then say, what are

thy views in this distinction between the works of the Spirit and
of the flesh? Hast thou so learned Christ?

She bare a son, and called his name Samuel, saying,
Because I have asked him of the Lord. 1 Sam. i. 20 .

It is really both blessed and profitable to observe, how holy
men of old made memorandums of the Lord's kind dealings with

them, as well in providence as grace, by way of preserving alive

a due sense of divine mercies upon their souls. A night or two
since, the Evening Portion remarked a beautiful instance of this

sort, in the case of Hagar : and in the scripture I have brought
forth for our present meditation^ is another, equally beautiful; in
the instance of Hannah.- In theformer, the memorial was set

up to perpetuate the place of the Lord's graciousness : in this

latter, the dedication is of the person concerning whom divine*

favour was shown. But in both, the design is one and the same;
to glorify God/ I pause by the way to remark, how much to be
lamented it is, that this truly scriptural and pious custom is so
little followed by Christians, and eyen believing Christians too-,

in the present hour. "What a number of unscriptural, and fre-

quently heathenish names, are now given to children df parents

professing the great truths of the gospel ! Whereas, with those

early followers of the Lord, they called their children by some-
what that should be always significantofdivine mercies. So that
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whenever their children were at any time called upon,,or looked

to, the very name might bring toremembrancers! blessings, and

refresh their souls in the recollection of the mercies which occa-

sioned them. This instance of Hannah is beautifully :in point,

by way of illustration ; she called him Samuel, which signifies,

asked, of the Lord. For we find in her history, with wljat ear-

nestness she sought a child from the Lord. Hence, therefore,

we may suppose, upon numberless occasions, in after-days, when-
ever she heard her Samuel mentioned, or she called him herself,
the soul of Hannah went forth in faith, and love, and praise, to

the Author and Giver of this blessing. And it is but reasonable
to suppose, that if the name reminded the mother of her mercy,
and she called her son by this name purposely that she might see

the Lord in his bounty, no doubt she was not forgetful to in-

struct her Samuel also in the same thing. We may, indeed, con-

clude that Hannah betimes made Samuel acquainted with the

cause of his name. And from the sequel of the prophet's his-

tory, we find that he who was a child of prayer, and asked o

the Lord, was a servant to his praise, and given to the Lord.

Reader ! methinks it is blessed, it is gracious, and sure I am it

is right, thus to keep up intercourse with heaven* You and I

have pur Samuels, I mean our asked blessings, whether in

children, or in other providences. Oh! for grace, while re-

ceiving mercies, to make those mercies the memorandums of the

great Giver ! If what we ask/rom God in prayer, we give back

again to God in praise, and in the stream of creature enjoyments,
find a tenfold relish in them from living upon the Creator's ful-

ness, then we shall find cause to call many a blessing, Samuel-

because "it hath been asked," and often given unasked, "of
the Lord."

Because she judged him faithful who had promised.
Heb. xi. 11.

I admire what the Holy Ghost hath here recorded of Sarah's

faith. After what we read of the weakness of her faith at first,

in ;the history to which this refers, I cannot but rejoice in this

recovery of the great mother in Israel, through grace, and read

with very much pleasure this honourable testimony which the

Holy .Ghost himself hath given of her. And I admire yet more
the grace and goodness of the Eternal

Spirit,
in causing it to be

handed down to the Church, among the list of such worthies, and

Desire to bless his holy name for this scripture. And while I

bless- Qoci for the memorial, I pray him to give me a spirit of

wisdom, to improve it to my own furtherance in faith. The faith

, like that of her husband, was the more illustrious from

t-8eeming impossibilities which lay in the way of the accom-

plishment of God's promise. For what the Lord engaged to do,
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was contrary to ihe whole course of nature. But whiit Was- tliat

to Sarah1 All she had to do,
A was to consider the prornisie, arid

keep an eye upon the almighty Promiser. " If there are difficuH
lies in the way, that is God's business, and not mine," might
Sarah say.

" How the Lord will bring- it to pass, is with him,
and not with me: I have no concern with that. My province is

to believe ; it is God's to work." Here was an act of illustrious

faith ! and the sequel of Sarah's history shows how well-founded
it was. But the Holy Ghost explains the subject, and shows how
it was accomplished ;

" because she judged him faithful who had

promised." Now, my soul, see to it, that thou make the same

grand cause the foundation of thy faith, namely-. Jehovah's faith-

fulness; and, depend upon it, every promise of the gospel, even.

Jesus, with all his fulness, thou mayest, as well as Sarah, rel

upon; and thou wilt be always able to do it, as long as thou:

makest the same perfection of Jehovah thy confidence :
" because

she judged him faithful that promised." While I rest upon his

faithfulness, I rest upon the Rock of ages, which can never give

way: and every difficulty, or seeming impossibility, which
comes between the promise of a faithful God, and the accom-

plishment of that promise, hath no more to do with the thing
itself, than the tide hath With unsettling the rock; but which,
like the tide, will soon ebb, and withdraw, and leave the ground
dry. Oh! the blessedness of judging him faithful, who hath

promised!
.' ^ -

.

A psalm of David to bring to remembrance.
Psalm xxxviii. in the title.,

This psalm, as well as the 70th, is particularly marked in the

title, and distinguished from every other ; and it will be worth
while to seek into the cause. A great light will be thrown upon
it, if we connect with this title the character of the great Author,
under whose inspiration David, as the penman, wrote it: I mean,
that sweet and blessed office ofthe Holy Ghost, the Remembrancer
of the Lord Jesus. " He shall teach you (saith the Lord Jesus,
when describing the blessed Spirit in his offices) all things, and

bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said

unto you." (John xiv. 26.) Now, if this psalm be found, on exa-

mination, to be speaking much of the person and character of

Christ, ought it not, when read under the divine teaching of its

almighty Author, to act as a psalm to bring to remembrance, how
Jesus thus suffered, thus groaned, bled, and died for his people 1
He it was, as this psalm represents, whose lovers arid friends

stood aloof from him in his sorrows ; for in the trying hour, iall

his disciples forsook-him and fled : and he was the only person
ofwhom it could be said, that as a deaf man who heard not, and
as a dumb man Who opened not his mouth, so Jesus stood; as a
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lamb before her shearers, when in the hall of Pilate he -was ac-

cused and condemned, without opening his mouth. If? then, the

Sceat
design of this psalm is to bring to remembrance the

edeemer, in those solemn seasons, shall we make application
ofthe contents of it to David, king of Israel, and overlook David's

Lord? thou great and divine Remembrancer of the Lord
Jesus !.xl beseech thee, thou matchless instructor ! to cause every

thing, and every incident, to call my poor forgetful heart to my
Lord ! Lord, I blush to think how men of the world feel inte-

rested in the most minute concerns of the histories of any cha-

racters of supposed eminence, which in former ages have lived

among them ; every memorandum of them that can be gathered,
is treasured up with more avidity than gold ; if a letter, or the

handwriting, can be found, how they expressed themselves, or

how their hours were engaged, with all, or any of the little events

wJiich marked their lives: oh! what, attention it gains in the

world ! But, as if to show their indifference to him, who,
strictly speaking, is the only one worthy regard, what heart is

alive to the ever blessed Jesus "? Do thou, I beseech thee, thou

eternal Spirit, in this gracious office of thine as the Remem-
brancer of my Lord, make this psalm, as oft as I read it, a psalm
to bring Jesus to remembrance in all his endearments ; and also

cause all thy sacred word to minister to this one great end!
Here let me learn a lesson from men of the world ; and while

they feel rapture in the memorandums and reliques of poor sin-

ners, whose places know them no more, let my soul delight in

the views his sacred word affords concerning Jesus. " Thus
Jesus spake," I would say ; and " Thus he/stood ;" and " Thus
he was encircled by the astonished multitude, who witnessed the

gracious words which proceeded out of his mouth." Every in-

cident then in his divine life will be as a psalm to bring to re-

membrance ; and I shall enjoy a thousand things when the Holy
Ghost, as his Remembrancer, brings them forth to view, which,
without his gracious office and word, would be lost to my poor
forgetful mind.

The pool of Siloain. John ix. 7

It was a very gracious account given by the Holy Ghost in the

writings of his servants the prophets, that in the last days, mean-
ing gospel days,

"
living waters should go forth of Jerusalem ;"

and, salth the Lord,
" it shall come to pass, that every thing that

liveth, which moveth, whithersoever the river shall come, shall
live." (Ezek. xlvii. 9.) And in the day of Christ's flesh we find
Jesus giving life wheresoever he came : and not unfrequently,
as if to testify the sovereignty of his power, he communicated his

blessings in this life-giving principle of himself, by means alto-

7
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gether, to outward view, unpromising. The clay applied to the

eyes of one born blind, and the pool of Siloam, are both directly
in point. It is just so, blessed Jesus, that I would have recourse
to ordinances and means of grace, and when I attend, I would
desire to pass over them to the enjoyment of thyself, and the

gracious influences of the Holy Spirit. And if the pool of Siloam
was thus attended, and the several maladies of thy people thus

brought before thee, that while using the means we had an eye
to the end, how should we find the deceased that were sent, re-

turning healed. The imagination can hardly conceive any thing
more interesting, than to behold souls under their different dis-

tresses, thus coming to the pool of Siloam, and thus receiving
Jesus in the use of it. Am I faint 1 " He giveth power to the

faint; and to them that have no might, he increaseth strength."
Is another walking in darkness and have no light? Jesus saith
" I am the light of the world : he that folioweth me shall not
walk in darkness." Are " our bones dried," like the bones in the

valley,
" and our hope lost ; are we cut off from our partsV (Ezek.

xxxvii. 11.) Behold, saith the Lord God, "I will open your
graves, O my people, and cause you to come up out of your
graves." And how doth the Lord accomplish it

1

? He saith,
" I

am the resurrection and the life ; he that believeth in me, though
he were dead, yet shall he live : and he thatliveth and believeth

in me, shall never die." Are they void of faith ? Jesus is " the

Author and Giver of faith." Are they backward to repentance?
Jesus is " exalted as a prince and a Saviour, to give repentance
to Israel, and remission of sins." Have they backslidden?
Jesus saith, "I will heal their backsliding, I will love them

freely." In short, at the pool of Siloam, neither the water nor
the clay are the objects of faith, but he that sends to the pool :

and while we lay our wants over against his fulness, and con-

sider, in our need, the very suitability there is in that need for

the display of Christ's grace in the supply, this is the very way
of following up the divine appointments. And as every poor sin-

ner is made blessed in receiving from Jesus, so Jesus is made
glorious in giving out of his fulness ; and the gracious purpose
of salvation is answered in the comfort of the sinner, the glory
of the Saviour, and the everlasting praise of Jehovah, in the won-
ders of redemption ! My soul ! let thine evening meditation be

thus sweet in viewing the pool of Siloam !

If one man sin against another, the judge shalljudge
him. But if a man sin against the Lord, who shall en-

treat for him ? 1 Samuel ii. 25.

It is a very solemn thing to behold a trembling convicted male-

factor, when standing before an earthly tribunal, although the
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judge is of the same nature with himself: for every thing is

solemn^ earnest, and impartial. But what is the awfulness ofa
court of human judicature, compared to that day, in which a
whole world, all found guilty before God, shall stand before the

judgment-seat of Christ ? In this life, there is, for the most part,
somewhat to mitigate, and to excite hope in the worst of cases ;

some tender-hearted friend, some kind neighbour, some feeling
relation, will be found to arise, to soften, if not able to relieve,

the guilty man's distress. But at that tribunal, where none can

plead, and where all hearts are open, what shall be found to stop
the overwhelming horrors of the condemned

1

? Pause, my soul,

over the view, for it is solemn. If one man sin against another

thus breaking the law, the judge shall judge him : and who is

the Judge but Jesus'? Here he that is the Judge is also the

Advocate of his people; yea, their surety, their law-fulfiller; so

that, as the apostle was commissioned to tell the Church. " If

any man sin, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ
the righteous; and he is the propitiation for our sins." (1 John

ii.1,2.) Precious thought! soul-supporting consolation! To all

the sins and offences, both against God and man, the believer

may plead the blood and righteousness of Jesus, as the law ful-

filler and ransom paid for sin. But if a man sin against the

Lord himself, by rejecting this counsel of God against his own
soul, who then shall entreat for him 1 For the only Advocate,
he slights; the only propitiation, he disclaims; and as there is

salvation in no other, and there remaineth no more Sacrifice for

sin, to whom, in that awful day of God, will he look : or who
but Jesus could take up his cause"? O ye that know not

Christ, or ye that slight him, think, before it be too late, what

paleness, dread, and horror, must arrest that soul, which, when
weighed in the balances, shall be found wanting! Cherish, my
soul, the b-lessedness of thy hope, which is founded wholly on the
Mediator's righteousness ; and resteth on what can never fail

of acceptance, because founded both on the merit of Christ and
God the Father's own appointment redemption in the blood
of the Lamb, and being made accepted in the Beloved.

Thou art beautiful, my love, as Tirzah, comely as

Jerusalem. Song vi. 4.

And what was Tirzah ? One of the cities in the lot of Manas-
seh, (Joshua xii. 6, 24,) and no doubt, as Judea was the glory of
all lands, Tirzah, which was a part of it, was lovely. And the
comeliness of that highly-favoured spot, Jerusalem, is celebrated
in the sacred song :

" In the mountain of his holiness," saith
the psalmist, "beautiful for situation, and the joy of the whole
earth, is Mount Zion." (Psalm xlviii. 1, 2.) And is Christ's
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Church, in her Lord's eye, thus beautiful! Yes ! He himself
salth she is : and, by consequence, every individual member of
her is so, which constitutes her one body. Pause, my soulj
over this account, and let thine evening meditation dwell upon
the pleasing subject, Thou art mourning continually over thine

infirmities; thou feelest what Paul felt, and thou groanest
under the same burden as he groaned under: and, indeed, the

consciousness of indwelling sin is enough to make the souls of

the redeemed go softly all their days. But while thus conscious
that in thyself thou hast nothing that is lovely, do not overlook
the loveliness which the righteousness of Christ, justifying his

people, imparts to all their persons. Zion is said to be the per-
fection of beauty; and so she is in the eyes of God our Father,

being the body of Christ, and made so in his beauty. What
Jesus is in God's sight, such must be his people. For Christ,
as head of his Church, is the fulness that filleth all in all. If,

my soul, thou wert looking for any thing in thyself that was
amiable or beautiful to recommend thee to Jesus, or to justify
thee before God, then, indeed, thou mightst exclaim with the

prophet: "Wo is me, for I am undone, because I am a man of

unclean lips." (Isaiah vi. 5.) But if Jesus hath touched thy
lips, and taken away thine iniquity, and thy sin is purged, then
art thou all fair in him, and accepted by God the Father in

him, the beloved ;
and Jesus saith to thee, and of thee,

" Thou
art beautiful, my love, as Tirzah, comely as Jerusalem."
See to it, henceforth, that thou art never losing sig-ht of thy one-

ness with Christ, and the loveliness that thou art deriving/row
Christ. And while thou ^trt daily lamenting that a soul united

to Jesus should still carry about such a body of sin and death as

thou dost, which harasseth and afflicteth thy soul, yet never,
never forget that thou art now looking up to the throne of grace
for acceptance as thou art in Jesus, and not as thou art in thy-
self; and comfort thyself with this pleasing consideration, that

ere long thou wilt be openly presented before a throne of glory,
" not having spot, or wrinkle, or'any such thing, but holy and
without blemish before him in love."

Surely the wrath of man shall praise thee : the re-

mainder of wrath shalt thou restrain. Psalm Ixxvi. 10.

My soul ! thou art returned from the exercises of the day, ex-

ercises which sometimes are sharp and trying; come now into

the pavilion arid retirings of thy God in Christ, and take with

thee this sweet scripture, and, under his gracious teachings, see

what beauties, by way of comfort, it affords. The Holy Ghost
saith :

"
Surely the wrath of man shall praise the Lord." Pause,

arid consider in how many ways this blessed scripture proves
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itself. How often is the wrath of man made to minister to the

happiness of God's people ! How often do they become the un-

conscious ministers of producing the very reverse of what they
intended: and where they designed evil to the saints of God,
there good is found to come ! When the Lord makes our friends,

in the sweet endearments of society, promote our welfare, and
we find blessings spring out of the thousand, and ten thousand

charities of life, in providences, in helps, assistances, and the

like, in which we minister by his appointment one to another,

we do not so often trace the divine hand ; and from the com-
monness of the blessing, lose sight of the -direction whence it

comes. But when the Lord, at any time, makes our enemies,
and the enemies of our God and of his Christ accomplish the

secret purposes of his holy will, and those acts of theirs, which
were evidently meant by them to distress, prove the very cause

of joy, then we discern how the Lord overrules every thing to
t

his glory, and his people's welfare. Here the Lord speaks in a
loud voice, as in that sweet scripture :

" In that day sing ye unto

her, A vineyard of red wine. I the Lord do keep it ; I will water
it every moment: lest any hurt it, I will keep it night and day."
(Isaiah xxvii. 2, 3.) My soul ! learn from henceforth to be on
the watch-tower, as the prophet was, for the evidences of these

things. They will be very blessed, when at any time they are

discovered ; and, depend upon it, they are more frequent than,
with thy poor, thoughtless and inattentive mind, thou art apt to

suppose. Had not the brethren of Joseph sold him for a slave,
how would he afterwards have arisen to be governor in Egypt ?

Had not Pharaoh oppressed Israel, how would their cries to

God have called him forth to their rescue 1 Had not that mon-
ster of iniquity pursued the people of God to the Red Sea, how
would Israel have seen their foes dead on the shore"? Nay, in

an infinitely higher and more momentous matter than these, or

every other in history put together, had not the wrath of man
nailed Jesus to the cross, how, my soul, vvouldst thou, and all

the ransomed Church of Christ, have found redemption in his
blood 7 Oh ! for grace ever to keep this in remembrance.

Never, surely, did the wrath of men praise Jehovah in any
equal degree, or was so made to minister to the divine glory !

Precious, precious Jesus ! I beseech thee, gracious Lord, pre-
serve alive in my soul this contemplation of man's malice min-

istering to God's praise; that in all my little exercises here

below, my soul may be stayed and comforted under them. And
when at any time the enemy frowns, bad men afflict, the proud
scorn, or the mighty of the earth would trample me under their

feet, until in the bitterness of my heart I cry out,
" Hath God

forgotten to be gracious ?" oh ! for grace to cast one look at

the cross of my Lord, and there read the whole explained:
**
Surely the wrath of man shall praise thee : the remainder of

wrath shalt thou restrain."

7*
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'Whose heart the Lord opened. Acts xvi. 14.

It as always blessed to trace mercies to their source! And
blessed when, through grace, we are enabled to give God his

glory,
and not put. down to man's merit what wholly originates

in God's
.grace.

The opening of the heart can only be.the pro-
vince of him that made it. Renewing work, as well as creating
work, is his. He that hath the key of David, is he alone "that

openeth, and none shutteth ; and shutteth, and none openetb."
What a beautiful illustration the Holy Ghost gives the Church of
this precious truth, in.the instance of this woman, whose heart

the Lord opened ! We are told in her history, that she was of
the city of Thyatira, a place remote from Philippic where this

sovereign act of mercy was shown her. How long she had re-

mained in a state of unrenewed nature, or what predisposing
providence it was that brought her to Philippi, with other cir-

cumstances which we might have thought interesting to inquire
after, we are not informed ; the grand feature in her character is

summed up in this short, but blessed account,
" whose heart the

Lord opened." The Holy Ghost hath indeed recorded her name
and occupation, by way of making this testimony concerning
her :

" A certain woman, named Lydia, a seller of purple." Be-

hold, my soul ! what blessed instruction ariseth out of it, for

thy evening's meditation. What honourable mention is made
of her, from this one blessed act, which the Lord wrought upon
her ! Poor and inconsiderable as she was in herself, small and
of no reputation, yet her name is in the book of life ! Pause,
and contemplate the rich mercy which the Lord hath also ac-

complished in thee. Hath not he that opened Lydia's heart

opened thine ? And is it not his province also that first opened
it by his grace, to keep it open by the daily influences of his

Holy Spirit
1

? Is it not his to renew, to refresh, to comfort, to

strengthen, and to confirm unto the end"? And wilt thou not,

my soul, with the close of day, and the opening of the morning,
look up for these precious manifestations? Lord! do thou

open mine eyes, mine heart, my whole soul, to the enjoyment
of these gracious renewed visits of thy love : and let no night or

morning pass, without receiving fresh and increasing evidences

from my Lord, that Christ hath both opened my heart, and is
44 formed in my heart the hope of glory !"

He shall come to be glorified in his saints, and to be

admired in all them that believe. 2 Thess. i. 10.

Among a thousand wonders that will be unfolded before the

astonished world, at the great day of God, to call up the un-

ceasing praises of the Church of Christ to all eternity, there are
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two very blessed events which will take place, and which this

scripture records : the one is, how Jesus will be glorified in his

own sacred person, in the view of his redeemed, when all his

beauties are then displayed ; and the other is, how Jesus will be

glorified in them, from the saving change which his grace hath

wrought in them. Let thine evening^meditation, my soul, be

upon both. And first think how Jesus, thy Jesus, will then

appear. He hath, indeed, been always known to thee, since he
was first revealed to thee by grace, as Wonderful : and every act

of his towards thee hath fully answered to this name. For in

all his perfections, offices, characters, and relations, in all things

concerning and relating to him, every view of him is wonderful.

But He that is now known by faith, will then become the object
of sight; and think, my soul, what an object of sight will it be !

Never, but in the person of Jesus, can there be any thing pre-
sented to the view of men, or of angels, of equal glory ! God
and man in one person, can only be found in Christ. And God

dwelling in flesh, is only rendered capable by that union, and

through that medium, of being seen. And think, if it be possi-

ble, how glorious, how unspeakably glorious, the human nature

of Christ must be, and is, from its union with the Godhead ;

such as no excellency of angels can at all, even in the most dis-

tant degree, resemble. Pause over this contemplation; for such
is thy Jesus, and such will he appear, when he shall come to be

glorified in his saints, and admired in all that believe. When
thou hast fully feasted thyself (as far as thy poor unripe faculties

can take in the blessedness of it) by dwelling upon the contem-

plation of Jesus, as he is, and as he will then appear, in his own
glorious person, go on and consider that glory that shall be
revealed of Jesus, in the saving change which he hath wrought
in his people, whereby he will be admired in all them that be-

lieve. Oh ! what a flood of glory will pour in upon the soul,
and what endless praises will go forth to the great Author of the

unspeakable mercy, when the vast volume comes to be opened
and explained, of what Jesus hath wrought in them; what he
hath communicated to them ; what everlasting blessings he hath

procured for them ; and what glory, as their great Mediator, he
will have by them, through all the incalculable periods of the

eternal world, in their living upon him and/o him ; andfrom him

deriving all the accessions of light and life, and glory and joy,
for ever and ever ! My soul ! never, never lose sight of these

blessed views : but add to that glorious account, that sweet testi-

mony of Jesus, concerning this great day of God, to his people:
" At that day, ye shall know that I am in my Father, and ye in

me, and I in you." (John xiv. 20.)



My soul! thy last evening's meditation was sweet (was it

not?) in contemplating thy Jesus, as glorious in his own person
and as glorified in his people. ..Wilt thou add to that subject, for

it is part of the same, for thy present thoughts, what is suggested
in this motto,

" A man in Christ I" Dost thou fully enter into

the pleasing apprehension of what the phrase implies
1

? .Now,
whoshall fully describe it ; or who is competent fully to conceive
the whole extent of it? "A man in Christ" must imply every
thing connected with a oneness, an union, a part

of himself; yea,
"a life hid with Christ in God." A man in Christ is as much
apart in Christ's mystical body, as the head, or hand, or foot,

is a part of that body to which those members belong. Hence
(which is indeed a sweet part of the subject) every one who is
" a man in Christ" is to all intents and purposes interested in

all tKat belongs to Christ, as the Christ of God. Hence also it

must as undeniably follow, that every member of Christ's body,
the least as well as the greatest, the humblest as well as the"

highest, becomes a part in him, equally united to him, an(J par-

ticipates in what belongs to him. The life of Christ here, as the
life of glory hereafter,.both* derived from Christ, and enjoyed
wholly from an union with Christ, are equally enjoyed ; just as.

the smallest leaf or branch, united to a tree, becomes a part of
that tree as much as the loftiest branches. Dost thou enter,

my soul, into an apprehension of these outlines of the subject?
Art thou " a man in Christ," by regeneration, adoption, justifica-

tion, and grace ? Oh ! then, turn over the transporting thought,
with holy and unceasing delight, in thy constant meditation.

Calculate, if thou art able, the blessed inheritance to which thou
art begotten by it, of grace here and glory to all eternity. ."'JV.

man in Christ," as accepted in Christ, justified in Christ, sancti-

fied in Christ, and most assuredly will be glorified in Christ. Oh!
who can think of these things, and, through the Holy Ghost con-

scious of an interest in these things, can suffer the exercises of

a dying world to bring affliction into the soul ? What a life of

dignity is "a man in Christ" brought intp ! He is brought nigh
unto God, through the blood of the cross. Wha't.a state of

security is " a man in Christ" placed in !
" Because I live (saith

Jesus) ye shall live also." And what an endless prospect of glory
hath "a man in Christ" opening before him when Christ hath

said,
"
Father, I will that they also whom thou hast given me

be with me where I am, that they may behold the glory which
thou hast given me !" O the unspeakable blessedness of " a man
in Christ!"

And it shall come to pass, that he that is left in Zion,
and he that remaineth in Jerusalem, shall be called holy ;
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even every one that is written among ;the living in Jeru-

salem : When the Ldrd shall have washed away the

filth of the daughters of 2Son, and shall have purged the

blood of Jerusalem from the midst thereof, by the spirit

6fjudgment, and by the spirit of burning. .

Isaiah iv. 3, 4.

What a precious scripture is here ! and what vast things are

contained in the bosom of it ! Mark them down, my soul, one

by one, this evening, and see what of thy personal interest thou
canst trace in the whole. And first,

" who they are" of whom
these things are said, namely,

" the living in Jerusalem ; even

every one that is written, and he that is left, and he that re-

maineth." By living and being written^ can only mean what
the beloved apostle saith of being

" written in the book of
life." (Rev. xiii. 8.) And of " him that remaineth" there is,

#s another apostle saith,
" a remnant according to the election

of grace." (Rom. xi. 5.) Hence the Lord Jesus bid his dis-

ciples rejoice, not that the spirits were subject unto them, but
that "their names were written in heaven." (Luke x. 20.) Se-

condly, "What they are :" and we find that they are called holy.
This is the great object of gospel grace. Hence the apostle saith,
"We are bound to give thanks always to God for you, brethren,
beloved of the Lord, because God hath from the beginning
chosen you to salvation, through sanctification of the spirit."

(2 Thess. ii. 13.) And when God saith,
" Be ye holy, for I am

holy," (Levit. xi. 44,) his word 'Works by his. divine power in

the new creation of the soul, as he did in the old creation of, the
earth the same efficacy is wrought by the one as by the other.
" Let there be

light,
and there was light." Thirdly,

" What
they shall be." They shall be changed from filth and unclean-
ness. There shall be cleansing work, and purging work. Zion
shall be washed, and Jerusalem shall be purged. Sweet and

precious scripture, in proof of that fountain of Jesus's blood

opened in after-days,
" to $ie house of David, and to the inhabit-

atits of Jerusalem, for sin and for uncleanness." (Zech. xiii. 1.)

Fourthly, "Who shall do all this ?" The Lord, this blessed

scripture saith ; for he, and he only, can be competent to the

great work. The Creator of the soul must also be the Redeemer.
None but the Lord can take away the filth of the daughters of

Zion, and purge the blood of Jerusalem from the midst thereof.

Precious Jesus ! it is thy blood only which cleanseth from all sin.

Fifthly,
" How will the Lord do it?" By the spirit ofjudgment,

and the spirit of burning ! Yea, the Holy Ghost, amidst his

manifold gifts and gracious offices, will thus act upon every one
that is written among the living in Jerusalem. " As a spirit of

'judgment" he will plead the cause of an injured God and Saviour,
with the sinner's guilty conscience ;

"
convincing ofsin, of right-
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epusne.ss, and
t
ofju4gnant.'' ., And he will be a>>spiritof bjirn-

ing;" for his word Will act (as the prophet describes it, Jerem.

xx. 9) "as a burning fire shut up in the bones,'' cbrisuming all

the. day. My soul ! what sayest thou to this solemn, but sweet

scripture
1

? Hath God the Spirit been to thee all these
1

? Hath
he convinced thee, enlightened thee, and been both a spirit of

judgment and* a spirit of burning] Hath he convinced thee of

thy sinful heart, enlightened thy dark heart, burnt up the lust-

ful desires of thy corrupt heart, melted thine hard heart, warmed
the frozen affections of thy cold heart, and formed a love

there towards the person, grace, and righteousness of a dear

Redeemer 1 Canst thou set thy seal to this blessed scripture,
that God is true?

The man which had the withered hand.

Mark in. 3.

Surely the man in the Jewish synagogue, which had a witheredi

hand, will, in the history of his disease and cure, furnish me,
this evening, with a very improving meditation. Do thou,
blessed Jesus, the great healer both of soul and body, render it

profitable, by thy gracious instruction, to my heart. This poor
man had a withered hand, not only sinew-shrunk, but wasting
away. He attended divine worship, for Jesus found him in the

synagogue ; but we do not read that he asked the mercy from
Christ. It was Jesus that first looked upon him; and not he
on the Lord Jesus. "Stretch forth thine hand," said the Son
of God. Instantly the poor man found the powers of nature

restored, the shrunk sinew became lengthened, and the hand
which had wasted away was restored. Pause, my soul ! Look
at the subject as it concerns thyself. How long didst thou. at-

tend the means of grace under a withered soul 1 And to this

hour, had not Jesus looked on thee, thou wouldstnot have look-

ed on him. Were Jesus to suspen^ his blessings till sinners

had prepared themselves for them, or deserved them, never
would blessings come at all. And did Jesus speak as to this

poor man, and bid thee live] Did Jesus command thee to

stretch forth thy dead and lifeless soul, and say unto thee, "I am
thy salvation?" Surely, then, thy God's commands conveyed
with them ability ; and the same voice which said,

"
Stre.tch

forth thine hand," gave vigour to the hand to lay hold of his

mercy. How sweet is this view of thy impotence, and Jesus's

sovereignty ! Here we see that scripture most completely ful-

filled :
" He sent his word, and healed them, and delivered them

from their destructions. Oh ! that men would praise the Lord
for his goodness, and for his wonderful works to the children of

men." (Psalm cvii. 20, 21.)
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' Who7are kept by the jpower of God
j through faith

unto salvation.- 1 Peter i. 5.

When I call to mind, that "in me, that is inmy flesh, dwelleth

no good thing;" when I stand convinced (as I do most fully,
blessed be God the Holy Ghost, for having exercised his gracious
office in my soul to this gracious effect), that though renewed
in the spirit of my mind, yet in that unre'riewed part of myself,
which is hastening to the grave, every member is virtually all sin ;

when I know, that never did sin break in acts of open wicked-
ness in any son or daughter of Adam, but that the seeds of the

same sin are in me and my nature; I long not only to know,
but always to keep in remembrance by what means, and from,

what cause, it is, that those seeds do not ripen in my heart as

well as in others ; that while corrupt nature is the same in all, it

is restrained in me, while so many of my fellow-creatures and
fellow-sinners fall a prey to temptation. Blessed Spirit! the

merciful scripture of the evening answers the important ques-
tion. They who are kept, "are kept by the power of God,
through faith unto salvation." Here is the solution of the

Whole subject. With what humbleness of soul, then, ought
every child of God to fall down before the throne of grace,
under the deepest sense of distinguishing love, in the conscious-

ness that it is divine restraint, and not creature merit, which
maketh all the difference. Help me, Lord, to go humble all

my days in this view, and let it be my morning thought and my
mid-day and evening, meditation, that I am kept by thy power
through faith unto salvation. Almighty Father! help me to

be living upon thy faithfulness in the covenant of grace, esta-

blished and sealed as it is in the blood of thy dear Son, that

thou wilt not turn away from me to do me good ; and that thou
wilt put thy fear in my heart, that IsKallrwt depart from thee.

(Jer. xxxii. 40.) Precious Lord Jesus! give me to rest also

upon a union with thee, a communion of grace/row thee, and a

participation in thee, in all the blessings of thy redemption.
Surely I am the purchase of thy blood, and thou hast said,

"Thy sheep shall never perish, neither shall any pluck them
out of thine hand." (John x. 28.) And, O thou blessed Spirit
of all truth, be thou to me an indwelling security from sin, to

keep me from falling, and to preserve me faultless in Jesus
until the day of his coming. Make my body thy temple, and
cause me, by thy sweet constraining love, "to glorify God
in my body, and in my spirit, which are his." (I Cor.
vi. 20.)



: :And-he gave them their request, but sentjleatiness
into their soul. Psalm cvi. 15. 1

Here is a very solemn subject to exercise the mind of a child

of OJod. , My soul, take it for thine own exercise this evening.
In the part of the Church's history it should seem that they were
just arrived on the borders of Canaan, they had been all along
fed and sustained by God's bounty, and the manna, as usual,
came fresh and pure from heaven every morning ; but, tired and
dissatisfied with the table of God's providing, they demanded
flesh to eat, and the Lord gave them their request, but sent

leanness into their soul. Happy would it have been for the

Church .of God, if such rebellions had been confined to that

period of its history. But, alas! in all ages, God's children
too often manifest the like temper. My soul ! bring the subject
hpme; thy God, thy Jesus, hath appointed thee the

1
-

very path
best vsuited for thee. . Had a synod of angels been convened to

choose what would be most conducive to thy present and ever-

lasting welfare, never could they have arranged either thy state

or circumstances better than Jesus hath done. Surely his in-

finite wisdom and love are manifested in all the appointments
by the way- which he hath made for thee, as well in providence
as in grace. And yet how often hast thou thought that such
an attainment, or such a possession, would have been for thy
gpod ! And how often hast thou felt displeased when matters

appeared to thee discouraging! And in the fulness of thy
thoughts, thou hast at times felt disposed to tell thine heavenly
Master, that such an exercise might have been spared, >or that

such a temporal portion might have been given thee! And
hast thou not more than once afterwards discovered, that had
Jesus granted what thy wayward heart perversely coveted, evil,

and not good, would have followed "? If thou wouldst gather

improvement from the Church's history, in the striking instance

before thee, see the sad consequences of having any earthly de-

sire gratified, which, for the most part, bringeth -leanness into

the soul. Ask the question from any of the chosen few whose
situations are among the great or affluent, whether their souls

do not go lean, from their bodies being better fed than others?

Prosperity in this world is too dangerous to God's dear children;

and this very fully explains why Jesus, for the
1 most part, keeps

his people humble. When the Lord made Israel to ride upon
the high places of the earth, and caused him to drink of the

pure blood of the grape, the next account is,
" Jeshurun waxed

fat and kicked." (Deut. xxxii. 15.) Precious Lord Jesus, do
thou choose for me, in every thing, and for every state : for then,
I am sure, I shall be well provided for, and well taken care of.

Never, dearest Lord, grant any request of mine, which, in the.

weakness and perversity of my heart, I might be tempted to put

up, lest a state, so truly awful as that of Israel should follow ;
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and while the flesh sought ease and fulness, there should be a

learmess of soul! ..
,

Arid they journeyed: and the terror of God was

upon the cities that were round about them, arid they
did not pursue after the sons of Jacob,.

Geiiesis xxxr. 5.

It was the evening before the last, that my soul was led to the

contemplation of what is the everlasting security of a child of

God, amidst all the corruption, within and without, which he

carries about him in a body of sin and death. It will form a very

pleasing subject to a similar effect, to trace also a believer's secu-

rity from the world at large, in the natural enmity there is in

every unawakened heart to a state of grace. And this precious

scripture traces every child of God's safety to the same source.

The family of Jacob, the praying seed of Jacob, are still journey-

ing; for here we have no continuing city, but we seek one to

come. The people of God. are but few in number; yea, very
few, the scripture saith, (Psalm cv. 12,) "and they are strangers
in the land." The very profession of the cross will always
make them strangers ; and as men whose manners and pursuits
differ from the world, like Joshua and his people,

"
they are

men wondered at." How are they kept from being run down,
oppressed, subdued, and overcome! This text answers: the
terror of God was upon the cities round about them. Pause,
and consider the blessed subject, my soul, and never lose sight
of it. He that toucheth thee, toucheth the apple of Jesus's

eye. The reins of all government, both of men and kings, are
in Christ's hand : nothing can take place, but by his appoint-
ment. Oh ! blessed to live in the full persuasion of this most

unquestionable truth. If a thorough sense of an interest in

Jesus, and a union, a oneness with Christ, were always upper-
most in the heart, this filial fear in Jesus would drive out all

creature fear, as the fire of the sun puts out the fire on the
hearth. The prophet beautifully expresses this, in one of his

precepts to the Church :
"
Say ye not, A confederacy, to all

them to whom this people shall say, A confederacy; neither
fear ye their. fear, nor be afraid. Sanctify the Lord of hosts

himself; and let him be your fear, and let him be your dread,
and he shall be for a sanctuary." (Isaiah viii. 12 14.)

A nail in a sure place. Isaiah xxii. 23.

My soul, through grace, thou hast long been enabled to hang-
all thy grand concerns for eternity upon the Lord Jesus ; and
will it riot be a very refreshing subject for thine evening medita-

8



how eternally firm and secure all rest, with an un-

shakeiv and unchangeable confidence! Behold him as he is in

himself, in His person, work, and righteousness: Jesus Christ,
the same yesterday, and to-day, and for ever. Next contemplate
him as the source, origin, fountain, and support of all the great

things of salvation. There is"not a purpose of God, but is found-
ed on Christ ; not a promise, but is made, confirmed, and fulfilled

in Christ; and not a dispensation in all the kingdoms of nature,

grace, and glory, but comesfrom Christ, and his own righteous

government. Go on, under a third branch of meditation, and
behold Jesus as a nail in a sure place, and that the persons, con-

cerns, and blessings of his people, all hang on him: from him

they derive all their spiritual strength, gifts, graces, authority,
order, and appointment; on him they all depend for life, ability,

power, and disposition to carry it on; and to him the whole

glory of their services return, in an endless revenue of
praise.

Lastly, and above all, to crown thine evening meditation on
this nail in a sure place, behold the hand of God thy Father*
both fixing him there, and proclaiming it to the souls of his

people :
" I will fasten him," saith Jehovah,

" as a nail in a sure

place ; and he shall be for a glorious throne to his Father's house,"

(Isaiah xxii. 23.) Hail! thou glorious almighty Mediator!
founded on such authority, and possessing in thyself such eter-

nal principles, evermore will I hang my soul, and body, and

spirit, with all I have, and all I am or hope to be, in time, and to

all eternity, on thee ; for never can too great a stress be laid

upon Jesus, nor too full a confidence be placed in him. How
can a soul perish that hangs on God's Christ?

This irian receiveth sinners, and eateth with them.

Luke xv. 2.

My soul ! wouldst thou by faith review some more than ordi-

nary representation of the Lord Jesus, to melt the finer feelings
of thy heart, in the contemplation of his unequalled condescen-
sion and love! Let this be the one, which the evangelist hath
here drawn of the Son of God. Behold him, encircled with poor

publicans and sinners, alluring them to the arms of his mercy ;

and behold the self-righteous pharisees and scribes drawing off

from the sacred spot, and with all that indignation and scorn

which marked their character, murmuring at the grace of Jesus,

saying,
"This man receiveth sinners, and eateth with them!"

Well is it for thee, my soul, that the Son of God hath received

sinners ; else how should I have been looked upon by him ? And
well is it that his table hath been spread for sinners; or how
should I have been fed by him ! Yea, Lord, is it not the very
feature of thy rich dispensation of mercy, that it is for sinners,
as sinners, that thou didst come from heaven, to seek and save
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them? And who but sinners, should Jesus, the great _SiaVibjir

of sinners, receive, and eat with ? Will the Lord allow me, tHis

evening, to dwell upon the sweet subject, and run over some of~

the blessed thoughts which arise out of this view ofmy compas-
sionate and all-loving Lord ? Why, then, I would say to my soul,

remember, when, thy Jesus first received thee as a sinner, thou

wert hastening on to ruin; and it was then, of all moments the

most alarming, when thou didst merit hell, that Jesus received

thee, and promised thee heaven. And do not forget how truly
seasonable was the mercy ; for thou wast then living without

hope, without God, and without Christ in the world, when Jesus

brought thee nigh by the blood of his cross. And never surely
was mercy more unexpected, less sought for or less esteemed,
than when Jesus surprised thee with the manifestations of his

grace, and made thee willing in the day of his power. Precious

Redeemer ! the Pharisees' reproach shall be my joy ; and what

they spoke of my Lord in contempt, shall henceforth be the

chief note in my evening song to his praise :
" This man, this

Go,d-man, receiveth sinners, and eateth with them : for he hath

received me, the chief of sinners, and eaten with me." Lord
Jesus ! ever receive me, the poorest, the most unworthy of all

the objects of thy grace. Come in, Lord, to my poor house, to

my heart, and bring me to thine house and to thy table ; and
there ]et it be noticed, and known to every beholder, while my
soul is feasting itselfin the rich enjoyment, that Jesus " receiveth

sinners, and eateth with them."

And manifested forth his glory : and his disciples be-

lieved on him. John ii. 11.

It forms a very sweet thought to the believer, that amidst the

general darkness and ignorance concerning the person of Jesus,
in the days of his flesh, the glory of his Godhead was frequently
manifested to his disciples, so that they knew him, arid believed
on him. And it is equally blessed, that now, amidst the dark-
ness and ignorance ofmany, who call themselves Christians, after

Christ, (but yet denying, or being
1 unconscious of his Godhead,

prove that they know him not,) the Lord hath not left himself
without a witness of who he is, to the minds of his faithful

followers; but hath manifested forth his glory; and all true

disciples believe on him. My soul ! if thou wert called upon
to give thy testimony to Jesus, concerning all the grand points
which prove the Godhead of his person, and the eternal merits
and efficacy of his blood and righteousness, how wouldstthou
show the evidences, that he hath manifested forth his glory to

thee, and that thou believest on him? I would answer, Jesus
hath fully manifested himself to me, as " One with the Father ;
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over >allj God blessed for ever ;" and as such, having seen the

Son, I believe on him, " in whom dwelleth all the fulness of the

Godhead bodily." Hence, therefore, as it is said,
"
they that

.know thy name will put their trust in thee ;" so " I know whom
I have believed ;" and, by his blessed Spirit, am persuaded, that
" he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him* --to

that day." Now, had not the Lord Jesus, by his Holy Spirit,

taught me who he was, and what he was able to perform had
he not,manifested forth his glory, never should I have known
him, so as to believe on him. But the revelation he hath made
of himself, hath induced all those saving- effects, which none but
the teachings of his Holy Spirit could impart. It hath wrought
in me faith and love, humbleness and self-loathing, a regard for

his cause^ a zeal for his honour, a love to his people, and indif-

ference to the world ; and all those gracious fruits of faith which
follow the knowledge of Jesus ! Blessed Lord ! my soul rejoiceth

anew, this evening, in the contemplation of thy glory. And
under a sense of the distinguishing mercy, I feel constrained to

cry out, with the astonishment of the apostle,
" Lord ! how is

it, that thou hast manifested thyself to me, and not unto the

world."

And it came to pass, when Joshua was by Jericho,
that he lifted up his eyes, and looked, and behold, there

stood a man over against him with his sword drawn
in his *hand. And Joshua went unto him, and said

unto him, Art thou for us, or for our adversaries?

And he said, Nay ;
but as captain of the host of the

Lord am I now come. And Joshua fell on his face

to the earth, and did worship. Joshua v. 13, 14.

My soul, what a most blessed portion here is for thee to

feast upon, in almost endless thought. Who could this be, that

appeared to Joshua, but the Lord Jesus Christ'? Who ever

called himself the captain of the Lord's host, but he whom the

Holy Ghost hath called " the captain of our salvation -?" (Heb.
ii. 10.) Is he not the same who appeared to Adam in the garden,
to Abraham in his tent, to Jacob at Bethel, to Moses at the

bush
1

? And though he diversified his form, upon these. and

several other occasions, yet all were only intended to familiarize

his people to the knowledge of him. And wherefore, dearest

Jesus, was it, that thou didst thus graciously condescend to visit

thy chosen, so long before the time appointed for the open
display of thyself, when tabernacling in flesh, but to tell thy
Church, that thy whole heart was toward them in love, and that

the thoughts thou hadst towards them, were thoughts of good,
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and not of evil 1 And although, in this thy appearance to>thy

servant Joshua, thou didst assume the human form,- yet as

captain of the Lord's host, he instantly knew thy glorious cha-

racter of mediator, and fell to the earth in adoration. Hail then,

thou almighty Lord, thou captain of the Lord's host, and ofray
Salvation! thou hast indeed entered the lists of the holy war,
and in thine own person led captivity captive, and fully con-

quered Satan and sin, and death and hell, for thy people ; and

thou wilt assuredly conquer all those tremendous foes of ours, in

thy people, and " bruise Satan under our feet shortly." Indeed,

indeed, dear Lord, thou hast already brought them under : for,

by,thy sovereign grace in the hearts of thy redeemed, thou hast

made thy people
"
willing in the day ofthy power/' By the sword

of thy Spirit, thou hast convinced my soul of sin ; and by the

arrows of thy quiver* thou hast wounded my heart with deep con-

trition for sin. Lord, I fall before thee, as thy servant Joshua

did, and worship thee ; and with all the Church of the redeemed
Both in heaven and earth, cheerfully confess,

" that Jesus Christ

is Lord, to the glory of God the Father." Amen.

Ye have heard of the patience of Job, and have seen

the end of the Lord; that the Lord is very pitiful, and

of tender mercy. James v. 11.

There is something uncommonly soothing and consolatory in

these words, concerning the Lord's grace,
" that the Lord is very

pitiful* and of tender mercy."
"
Very pitiful !" Sweet consider-

ation to a child of God, under affliction ! For it speaks in the

tenderest and most endearing manner, upon all such occasions,
that if afflictions abound, while the Lord is very pitiful and of

tender mercy, there must be " a needs be" for them. My soul,

keep this thought always uppermost in thy remembrance ; and

carry it about with thee in thy bosom for constant use, to have
recourse to, as occasion may require. And take another sweet
lesson with thee, to help on thy mind to suitable exercises on
this account. Hadst thou as much wisdom, and as much love
for thyself, and what concerns thy most material interest, as Jesus

hath, and is using for thee, the most painful exercises thou art

now called to, and which thou art apt to shrink from, would be

among the subjects of holy joy. And mark further what the

apostle saith :
" Ye have heard of the patience of Job, and have

seen the end of the Lord ;" that is, in the issue of Job's trials.

Who that reads the patriarch's history, can doubt but that thy
Lord all along intended the whole for his servant's happiness, as
well as his own glory "? In all thine exercises, my soul, look '.' to

the end of them." Some blessed purpose, depend upon it, thy
Jesus hath in view in all, and he will accomplish it. In the

8*
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mean time, never forget ;that " the Lord is very pitiful, and- rof

tender mercy ;" in all the afflictions of his people
" he is afflicted;"

And what a memorable scripture is that :
*" His soul was grieved

for the misery of Israel." (Judges, x; 16.) Precious Jesus ! all

is, well. In the sorrows of thy children, thou bearest a part : and
the largest part is. thine ; the heaviest end of every cross thou
earnest. The cup of our affliction is not bitter, like thy cup of

trembling ; for through thy love, in redemption,
" the gall and

wormwood" are taken out. There is no bitter wrath in the

chastisements of a kind father under sin ; for thou hast, borne
the wrath when made- sin, and a curse for us, that we might be
made the righteousness of God in thee. Often, my soul ! let

these sweet consoling thoughts refresh thee. Thy Lord, thy
Jesus, "is very pitiful, and of tender mercy !"

And Moses said unto God, Behold, when I come
unto the children of Israel, and shall say unto them,
-The God of your fathers hath sent me unto you ; and

'they shall say to me, What is his name ? what shall

I say unto them ? And God said unto Moses, I AM
THAT I AM : And he said, Thus shalt thou say unto

the children of Israel, I AM hath sent me unto you.
Exodus ni. 13, 14.

My soul ! hast thou fully considered, so as to rest in the full

assurance of faith upon it, on what the whole foundation of

covenant promises and engagements rests 1 It is not the greatness
of the promise, no, nor the greatness of the deliverance wrought
out for poor sinners, by the blood and righteousness of the Lord
Jesus Christ, on which faith founds its claim for, in fact, the

more astonishing, and great, and unexpected the mercy is, as in

the case of redemption by the Lord Jesus Christ, the more
difficult would it be for a poor self-condemned sinner to trust in

it, with full assurance of faith but the great foundation for thee,
and for every poor sinner to ground his hopes of redemption by
Jesus Christ upon, is the faithfulness of that God which cannot
lie, having promised. Hence it appears, as in the beautiful in-

stance this precious scripture records. The Lord was going to

.send Moses, as his minister, to bring out his people Israel from

Egyptian bondage ; Moses desires the Lord to give him the com-
mission with his name ; hence, by the way, we may learn, that

they who stand up in the Lord's name, ought themselves to know
who the Lord is, and from a proper acquaintance with the Lord,
to recommend him to those among whom they proclaim him, as
one they themselves know, and trust in. To the inquiry of

Moses, concerning as to what name he should hold him forth to
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his people, the Lord condescends to^giye this answer: I AM
'THAT I AM : intimating the self-existence, the eternity, and

faithfulness of JEHOVAH. As if God had said, I AM, and

therefore, by virtue of this underived being which I possess in

myself, I give heing to all my promises. My soul ! often call

to remembrance this grand and glorious truth. Thou hast -not

only the perfect and covenant redemption of thy Christ's blood

and righteousness to confide in; but thou hast this other pillar
and ground of the truth to confirm thy faith: I AM hath

engaged for it also. So that both the blessedness 'of the promise,
and the faithfulness of the almighty Promiser, are with thee.

Plead both before the throne ; for Jehovah will ever be mindful

of, glory tn, and prove faithful to, all his covenant promises in

Christ, to a thousand generations. Hallelujah ! Amen.

... To see thy power, and thy glory, so as I have seen

thee in* the sanctuary. Psalm Ixiii. 2.

My soul, knowest thou what it is, at times, to be sensible ofa
barrenness of spiritual enjoyments 1 If at a house of God, to be
cold and lifeless there T If at home, or unable to attend the place
where God's honour dwelleth, yet there also to be without the

Bethel-visits of thy Lord? Behold one of old, in a wilderness

state, feeling the same. But do not fail to remark also, in the

very breathings of the soul after Christ, how plainly his soul was
under the sweet influences of Christ: David did not so much
long for the temple service, as for the presence of the God of

the temple. Remark also the peculiarity of expression : he

longed to see the Lord's power and glory, so as he had seen him
in times past. God in Christ is Jehovah's power and glory ; and
the sanctuary without him would be no better than the wilderness.

What a beautiful devout frame of mind was the sacred writer in,

when thus going forth in earnest longing after the divine power
and glory, as manifested in the person of God in Christ ! Now,
my soul, canst thou make use of the same language, even when
thou art mourning in retirement over the absence of the Lord
Jesus 1 Is Jesus still the one object of desire ? And the power
and

glory
of Jehovah, as manifested in the person of Jesus, the

longing of thy heart to enjoy
1

? Be comforted, in still having
before thee the great object of faith, and the actings of faith, even
when the waters of the sanctuary run low. God is still honoured,
still loved, still trusted in, and depended upon, by this humble,
however sorrowful, frame ; and ere long, he that thou desirest
to see in his power and glory, will manifest himself in both; and
thou shalt yet give him praise, who is the health of thy coun-

tenance, and thy God." '

.
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Who is a God like unto thee, that pardoneth iniquity,
and passeth by the transgression of the remnant of his

heritage ? He retaineth not his anger for ever, because

he delighteth in mercy. He will turn again ;
he will

have compassion upon us
;
he will subdue our iniquities:

and thou-wilt cast all their sins into the depth of the sea.

Micah vii. 18, 19.

My soul ! hast thou ever duly and thoroughly pondered over

the several interesting volumes of grace recorded in this glorious

scripture 1 If not, make them the subject of this evening's song.
Let every chapter contained in them, pass and repass in review

before thee, and see whether, in the close of the whole, the as-

tonishment of the man of God is not thine also ; crying out,
" Who is a God like our God 1 a God in Christ, gracious and

merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness, forgiving iniquity^

transgression, and sin !" And, first,
" He pardoneta iniquity,

and passeth by the transgression of the remnant of his people."
Yes ; in Jesus, the Son of his love, he hath done all this, and
riiore than this, for he hath taken the objects of his clemency into

favour. Secondly, the cause of all these unspeakable felicities

is assigned :
" because he delighteth in mercy." It is from him-

self, and his own free sovereign grace, that these blessings flow.

Not what the highly-favoured objects merit, but what grace can
do for them. Not what claims they have to his bounty, buthow
his grace can best be magnified in their salvation. Sweet and

precious consideration to the breast of every poor sinner ! My
soul ! I hope that thou canst truly participate in the delightful

thought. Thirdly, he that delighteth in mercy, will delight to
'* turn again" to his people. He will turn their hearts to himself,
and then his returns to them will sweetly follow, to their appre^
hension, and to their joy. Fourthly, he will not only pardon
their iniquity, but " he will subdue their iniquities ;" not only
take away the guilt of sin, but take away also the dominion of
sin ; not only cast their sins behind his back, but " cast them
into the depths of the sea ;" and so effectually shall they be lost^

that if the sin of Judah be sought for, it shall not be found. The
depths of the sea, that fountain which God hath opened in the

Redeemer's blood, shall more completely bury them, than the

congregated waters of the ocean any mountain or hill cast into

them. Say now, my soul ! dost thou not look up to a God in

Christ, and cry out, with the prophet, in the same holy rapture
and astonishment, " Who is a God like unto thee ?"

Agree with thine adversary quickly, whilst thou art

in the way with him; lest at anytime the adversary
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deliver thee to the judge^ and the judge deliver thee to

the officer, and thou be cast into prison. Verily I say
unto thee, thou shalt by no means ~come out. thence, till

thou hast paid the uttermost farthing. .

Matthew v. 25, 26.

My soul ! hast thou agreed with thine adversary, and made
full payment of all the law charges ? If so, it is blessed to re-

view the account, and look over the several particulars, wherein
thou wert a debtor, now struck out of God's book, and marked

Paid, Paid, in red letters, with Jesus's blood. To thee, as"a

sinner, born in sin, and an insolvent debtor, both by nature and

by practice, the law of God stood forth as thine adversary. To
agree with him as quickly as possible, whilst in the way with him,
and while life remains, which is every moment subject to be

ended, is the first and most momentous of all concerns. Hadst
thou not done this, and death had come, both law and justice
must have consigned thee over to the Judge of quick and dead ;

and, having rejected him as thy Saviour, and knowing him only
as thy judge, he must have consigned thee to the angels, which
are the officers in his kingdom, to execute his wrath; and into

hell, as the eternal prison, thou must have been cast ; and as the
debt then could never have been paid, so deliverance could
never have been obtained : but unsatisfied justice would have
demanded, without the possibility still of paying, to all eternity.

Now, see how thy account stands. It is a solemn thing to

deal with God. If thy debt, of original and actual sin be not

paid by thy surety, it is not cancelled ; but if Jesus, thy surety,
hath paid it for thee, thy God hath accepted it of him : yea, he
himself constituted and appointed him to pay it; and Jesus
never gave over, nor did he compound with God, until he had
paid the uttermost farthing, then art thou free. Oh ! then, be
often, reviewing the blessed account, in which all thy plea for

grace and acceptance here, and glory hereafter, most complete-
ly stands. Jesus hath paid the whole, and God the Father

graciously saith,
" Deliver him from going down into the pit;

I have found a ransom." (Job xxxiii. 24.)

I would lead thee, and bring thee into my mother's

house, who would instruct me. Song viii. 2.

My soul ! hast thou ever noticed the peculiar beauties of this

scripture ? If not, make it the subject of thy evening's medita-
tion ; it will amply recompense thine attention. The Church is

here in great liveliness and actings of faith upon the person of
her Lord ; indeed, so much so, that we do not find any thing
like this holy familiarity, used by the Church towards her Lord,
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in any other part of the Bible. It is the. well-known office of

Jesus, to lead his people and to draw them to himself. God
the Father hath given him for this blessed purpose, as "a
leader and commander to his people." (Isaiah Iv. 4.) And
Jesus himself declared, that "if he was lifted up, he would
draw all to himself." (John xii. 32.) But here, it is the Church

leading Christ. Pause, my soul. Dost thou know any thing
of this, or like it, in thine own experience

1

? Shall I not hope
thou dost

1

? Look diligently ; for if so, it will form a blessed

subject, not only for thy present meditation, but for every even-

ing and morning of thy life. And it will have a blessed effect,

also, in proving the reality of thy faith, and of endearing to

thyself the Redeemer's love. Say, then, is not Jesus led by his

people when he is constrained at any time, as the disciples con-

strained him at Emmaus, to remain with them until he maketh
himself known to them in breaking of bread? Hast thou not

thyself been compelled at times to say as they did, that "thine
heart hath burned within thee" when Jesus hath made himself
known in the word of his grace, or when he hath manifested
himself in the tokens of his love, in softening thine heart when
hardened, in warming it when frozen, comforting it when cast

down ; and thou hast held him in the galleries of his grace, by
faith and prayer^ and the exercises of the graces of his Holy
Spirit, which his own hand first gave thee, and which his own
power, in all the after-enjoyments of them, called forth into

actings upon his person, work, and righteousness 1 (Luke xxiv.

28 32.) What wilt thou call these things, but leading Christ,
and bringing Christ into thy mother's house, the Church,
where Jesus manifests himself to his beloved otherwise than he
doth to the world"? Was it not thus that7aco& led the Lord,
and constrained him not to depart from him until he had blessed
him? (Gen. xxxii. 26.) Was it not of the same kind, in the

instance of Lot, when, by faith and prayer, the patriarch so led

the Lord concerning Zoar^ that the Lord said, "I cannot do any
thing till thou be come thither

1

?" (Gen. xix. 22.) Precious,

precious Jesus ! is it thus thy people have power with thee, and

prevail with thee to stay with them ; and thou sufferest thyself
to be led by them, in all those instances where their furtherance

in grace, and the promotion of thy glory, will be accomplished
by it? Oh! then, thou dear Lord! I beseech thee, -give me
such a double portion of thy blessed Spirit, that, taking hold of

thy strength, I may lead my Lord, by faith and prayer, and all

the goings forth of grace upon thy person and righteousness, into

such rich enjoyments as the Church here had in view, until " I

cause thee to drink," also as she did,
" of spiced wine of the

juice of my pomegranate !"
,



MARCH 31. 95

And the desire of all nations shall come. Haggai ii. 7.
. . ,.
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And who could this be but Jesus ? Who but he alone could

be the object of desire, or able to gratify the desire of all

nations ? Sit down, my soul, this evening, and consider the

subject to the full ; and if the result be, as it surely must be,
under divine teaching

1

, that none but Jesus can answer to this

character, and he most fully and completely comes up to it in

every possible point of view, thou wilt find another sweet testi-

mony to the truth as it is in Jesus, that he who alone is thy
desire hath ever been, and still is, to all that need and seek

salvation, the desire of all nations. And, first, 'consider how
universal the want of Jesus must be. " All the world is become

guilty (the scripture saith) before God." (Romans iii. 19.)

Hence, in every nation, kindred, tongue, or clime, every poor,
awakened and convinced sinner stands in need of a Saviour;
and, however diversified by language, customs, or manners, sin

is felt exceeding sinful, and the desire of deliverance from its

guilt and its consequences, however Variously expressed, is the
burden and cry of every prayer. Now, suppose that to souls
of this description Jesus and his glorious salvationwas revealed,
would not the desire of every heart be toward^ him 1 Surely
every eye would be directed to Jesus, and every tongue call

aloud upon his name. Hence it is that Jesus, and he alone, is

the desire of all nations. And "as all poor sinners, whether con-
scious of it or not, stand in need of salvation, so, secondly , it

must be observed, that it is Jesus, and he alone, who can give
salvation; for, as the apostle speaks, "there is salvation in no
other, neither is there any other name under heaven, given
among men, whereby we must be saved." (Acts iv. 12.) And
how extensive and all-sufficient is Jesus, to answer the desire
of all nations! As one sun in the heavens becomes a fulness
of light, and warmth, and healing to a whole earth ; one ocean
to supply all the rivers and lakes, and the inhabitants of the
world ; so one Lord Jesus Christ is both the sun of righteous-
ness, and the everlasting river of life, which maketh glad the

city of Qod. Every want, and every desire that can be neces-

sary for time and eternity, all temporal, spiritual, and eternal

blessings, are in Jesus. He that is the desire of all nations, is

in himself sufficient to satisfy the desires of every living soul.
Pause one moment, my soul, over this view of thy Jesus, and

say, is He, that is the desire of all nations, thy one, thine only
one desire, to which every other is subordinate, and in which
every other is swallowed up and lost

1

? See what answer thou
canst give to the heart-searching question. And when, through
grace, thou hast derived renewed conviction from this view of
the subject, that none but Jesus can fully answer the desires of
an awakened soul, close the month, as thou hopest to close life,
with the blessed hope, that he who is thy one desire now will be
thine everlasting portion to all eternity. Amen and Amen.
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And this is the name wherewith she shall be called,

the Lord our righteousness.- Jer. xxxiii. 16.

v- My soul ! the subject of thy morning meditation would not be

complete, if thy personal interest in it were not taken into the

account; and, therefore, let thy mind be led forth, this evening",
in sweet contemplation upon what the Holy Ghost hath said in

this scripture, by his same servant the prophet, concerning the

Church of Jesus. If Jesus be called " the Lord our righteous-,

ness," and be, as he is well known to be, the husband of his

people, surely his wife shall be called by her husband's name.
She shall be called so, because it is her husband's name: "the
Lord our righteousness." And as he became sin for her when he
knew no sin, so she, when she knew no righteousness, shall, by
virtue of her union and relationship with him, be righteousness,
even the righteousness of God in him. (2 Cor. v. 21.) Now,
my soul, seeing that these things are certain, sure, and unques-
tionable, do thou follow up the transporting meditation in every
way, and by every way, and by every consideration, in which the

blessedness of it is confirmed and assured. Married to Jesus,
thou hast an interest in all he hath as Mediator, as the glorious
Head of his body, the Church, "the fulness of him that filleth

all in all." And, indeed, it is such a union and oneness as

nothing in nature can fully represent,
" For he that is joined to

the Lord is one spirit." (1 Cor. vi. 17.) It infinitely tran-

scends the marriage union, which is only in nature, and at death
is dissolved ; for this union is spiritual, and continues for ever.

Hence, Jesus saith, "I will betroth thee to me for ever."

(Hos. ii. 19.) Never lose sight of this high union, and the infinite- ;

ly precious blessings to which, by virtue of it, thou art entitled ;

and while thou art called by his name, see that thou hast a con-

formity to his image. A union of grace should be manifested

by a union of heart. What thy Jesus loves thou shouldst love,
and what he hates do thou hate; let his people be thy people,
and his God and Father thine also. And from being one with
him in heart, in mind, in sympathy and affection, receiving
life/row him, living on him, and being in him, then will he be

every thing to thee, of grace in this life, and of glory in that

which is to come. Precious Lord and husband of thy people,,
thou art made of God to me, and all thy redeemed, "wisdom,
righteousness, sanctification, and redemption ; that, according
as it is written, He that glorieth, may glory in the Lord !"
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I pray thee let me go over, and see the good land that

is beyond Jordan, that goodly mountain, and Lebanon.'.-- T\ J.
"* '

f\r
Deut. in. 2o.

What a very lovely and interesting view doth this sweet

scripture afford of Moses, the man of God ! Look at him, my
soul, as the Holy Ghost hath here represented him, and pray for

grace to gather some of those blessed instructions which this

part of his history particularly affords. And what was it made
Moses so anxious to go over and see the good land 1 It was but

a type of heaven, even in its highest glory ; and surely the type
or representation of any thing cannot be equal to the thing itself;

and Moses knew, that if he had not the type, he should have the

substance: if debarred Canaan, he should be in heaven. There
must have been some other cause, which made Moses long for

the sight of it. I venture to think, (we may at least conjecture,)
ahd r

this scripture, I confess, leads me to the idea: "Let me
see" (said Moses) "that goodly mountain, and Lebanon."
This was the one hallowed spot Moses longed to see,'and to feast

his eyes upon. He that had conversed with Jesus at the bush,
wanted to behold, and with sacred meditation, by faith, converse
with him, on the very spot on which, in after ages, he knew
that Jesus would be crucified. He that by faith walked with

Jesus^ while in Egypt, so as " to esteem the reproach of Christ

greater riches than all its treasures," would there, by faith, have
realized the presence of his Lord in sweet communion : and if,

through faith, he kept the passover, and the sprinkling of blood,
in the ordinance of the paschal lamb, what may we not suppose
the man of God would have felt, as he traversed over the sacred

goodly mountain and Lebanon? " Here," he would have said,
as he beheld, by faith, the day of Christ afar off, like the patriarch
Abraham, "here is the memorable ground, the holy mountain,
on which Jesus, my dweller in the bush, will one day make his
soul an offering tor sin! Here will go up before God the
Father that one sacrifice to which all under the law shadowed
and ministered, and by which the Lord Jesus will for ever per-
fect them that are sanctified! Here the Son of God will for
ever do away sin by the sacrifice of himself." O Lebanon!
that goodly mountain ! forever sacred to the soul's meditation
of all 'the redeemed of the Lord Jesus ! though, like Moses, 1
have not trodden thine hallowed ground, yet, by faith, I have
seen Jesus in his agonies and passion there; and bless and
praise God and. the Lamb, for the wonders of redemption.
Lord, bring me to the everlasting enjoyment of thy person,
work, and righteousness, in glory, for this will be indeed the

EDod
land .that is beyond Jordan; the goodly mountain, and

ebanon; that "when I awake after thy likeness, I may be
satisfied with it."

^

9
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: For him hath God the Father sealed.- John vi.
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'

.
> :

. '.

'

'- ' ' .-'' "

.' .-..'.':':'' '":

My soul ! hast thou ever remarked the peculiar glory of those

scriptures which take within a small compass the whole persons
of the Godhead, as concurring and co-operating in the grand
business"of salvation ? No doubt, all scripture is blessed, being
given by inspiration of God ; but there is a peculiar blessedness
in these sweet portions, which, at one view, represent the Holy
Three in One unitedly engaged in the sinner's redemption. My
soul ! ponder over this divine passage in thy Saviour's discourse,
as thus: Who is the him, here spoken of, but the Lord Jesus?
And whom but God the Father could seal Christ 1 And with
whom was Christ sealed and anointed, but by God the Holy
Ghost ? Would any one have thought, at first view, that in seven

words, such a blessed testimony should bo given ,to the glorious
foundation-truth of the whole Bible ? " For him hath God tlie

Father sealed." Precious Jesus ! enable me to behold thy divine

authority as the warrant for faith, in this gracious act of thy
Father. And while I view thee as infinitely suited for my poor
soul, in every state, and under every circumstance, let my soul

find confidence in the conviction that the validity of all thy gra-
cious acts of salvation is founded in the seal of the Spirit. Yes,!

thou dear Lord, it was indeed Jehovah the Spirit that was upon
thee, when thou wast anointed " to preach the gospel to the poor,
to heal the broken in heart, to give deliverance to the Saptiye,
and the restoring of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them
that are bruised, and to proclaim the acceptable year of the

Lord." And art thou, dearest Lord, thus held forth, and thus

recommended, by the grand seal of heaven, to every poor sinner

who feels a conscious want of salvation 1 Oh, then, help, Lord,

by thy blessed Spirit, all and every one of this description, s!o

to receive a sealed Saviour, as to rest in nothing short of being
sealed by him ; and Awhile every act of love, and every tendency
of grace, proclaims thee, blessed Jesus, as " him whom God the

Father hath sealed," so let every act of faith, and every ten-

dency of the soul, in the goings forth after thee, be expressive
of the same earnest longings as the Church, of being sealed arid

owned by thee, when she cried out: "Set me as a seal upon
thy heart, as a seal upon thine arm : for love is strong as death :

jealousy is cruel as the grave : the coals thereof are coals of fire,

which hath a most vehement flame."

Thy rebuke hath broken my heart. Psalm bdx. 21.

Hast thou, my soul, still upon thee the solemn savour of thy
morning meditation? Surely Gethsemane is not forgotten by
thee! Pause over the subject; and from the whole mass pf
the soul sufferings of thy Lord, behold what crowned the v^hole :
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"Thy rebuke*" (saith Jesus to the Father,)
'

thy rebuke hath

tepken my heart." To search into the depths of this meditation

is impossible; for who shall describe it? What human, or

everi angelic intellect can fathom the profound subject? That

this was the greatest and heaviest weight in the whole curse,

we may venture to suppose : because we read of nothing which

bore so hard upon the holy Jesus, amMst all his agonies, as

the Father's rebuke. It was this which "broke his heart."

My soul I repeat the solemn scripture, as if Jesus was in the

niptnent uttering the words: "Thy rebuke hath broken my
Heart." Precious Lord! could not this have been spared thee?

Pause, my soul ! Lamb of God ! must the rebuke of thy
Father be also irimhe curse 1 Pause again, my soul ! When
Jesus made his soul an offering for sin, would not the Father of

mercies, and God of all consolation, show the least portion of

favour to his dear, his beloved, his only begotten Son? Pause,

my soul! yet once again, and ponder over the solemn subject!
'"It pleased the Father to bruise him, to put him to grief."

But, my soul ! though neither thou, nor perhaps angels of light,
can explain the extremity of the Redeemer's sufferings, in the

rebuke of th'e Father for sin, which broke his heart, yet in the

contemplation of the lesser sorrows of the curse which Jesus en-

dured, thou wilt be led to form some faint idea, however small in

comparison of the real state of it, to induce a train of the most
solemn meditations. When the Son of God assumed our nature,

though in a holy portion of that nature, untainted by the fall,

being not derived by ordinary generation, yet coming as the

sinner's surety, he took upon him the curse for sin, he was first

made sin (2 Cor. v. 21) and then a curse for us, (Gal. iii. 13;)
as such, he was invested with every thing belonging to the frail-

ties of our nature, which might expose that nature to sorrow, and

suffering, and death. The sentence of the fall was, " Dust thou

art, and unto dust shaltthou return," (Gen. iii. 19 :) so that the

curse, then seizing the human nature of Christ, at once tended
to waste all the animal spirits, and to induce a state of mind

peculiarly low and dejected. Agreeably to this, we find that the

holy Jesus, though it is once said of him, that in that hour "he
rejoiced in spirit," when the devils were subject to his name,
(Luke x. 1821,) yet is it never said of him, that he was once
seen to laugh. As the sinner's surety, he sustained every thing
of sorrow which belonged to God's curse against sin, and be-
came eminently marked with affliction ; and in a way which
none but himself ever waded through. Yea, to make the hor-
rors of death more tremendous and bitter, the very sun became
'darkened at mid-day; not so much, I humbly conceive, as some
have thought, to intimate, by the miracle, God's displeasure at
the act of the Jews in the crucifixion of Christmas to manifest
the Father's rebuke of sin, which Jesus then stood as the
sinner's surety to answer for, and which Christ, as if summing
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up the whole of his misery, declared to be the finishing; strpfe-
whieh had "broken his heart." My soul! look up, and thus r

behold the Lamb of God ! thou precious, precious Redeemer !

the sons of thy Zion, but for this blessed undertaking of thine,
"would have fainted for ever !" They would have lain,-

" at

the head of all the streets as a wild bull in a net : they would
have been full of the fury of the Lord, the rebuke of thy God."
But now, Lord, thou hast swallowed up death in victory:

*
:'the

Lord God hath wiped away tears from off all faces : and the

rebuke of thy people thou hast taken away from off all the earth ;

for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it."

Then came Jesus fortb, wearing the crown of thorns, ,

and the purple robe. And Pilate saith unto them, Be*
hold the man. John xix. 5.

My soul! thou art engaged in solemn subjects at this season,
both night and morning ; and here is one as solemn as any : thy
Jesus coming forth in his coronation robes ! Yes ! For he, and
he alone, is the prince of sufferers, as the prince of his people.

Many &f his dear children have been beset with thorns ; and to

many, indeed to all more or less, the Lord hedgeth up their way ;

with thorns. But none but the ever-blessed Jesus was crowned
with thorns. Now, my soul, ponder well the solemn subject.
And oh ! that God the Holy Ghost may open all the glories of it

to thy view. And, first, look at thy Jesus, crowned with thorns.

None but the Lord Jesus could properly wear this crown ; because
the curse pronounced by God at the fall, of thorns being brought
forth to the man, could belong to none bat him, the God-man
Christ Jesus. This curse contained an abridgment of all the
curses in the Bible; and which never fell upon any but tjie

person of Christ, so as to crown him as having suffered all. He
was first made sin, and then a curse for his redeemed. Now the

three grand branches of this curse were never fulfilled in any but

in Christ: as, first, a separation from God; secondly, a state of

unequalled sorrow, subject to all the frailties of nature, in pain
and misery ; and thirdly, death : in dying he died ; intimating

thereby the very death, as comprehensive of all in one. All men
in death are exposed to a cold and clammy sweat; but it was
reserved to the Lord Jesus, in his death, to sweat a bloody sweat.;

My soul ! do thou thus look at him, in his purple robe, and.

crown of thorns, who is here represented to thy view, and never,
never forget, that in all this, he was, and is thy surety ; the Lori
thy righteousness ! But there is another point to be regarded in

r

this solemn scripture, which demands thy close attention; and.

let this form a second delightful consideration for thy evenjrjg'^
comfortsi When Jesus thus came forth, wearing the crow^n^
thorns, and the purple robe, as the translation represents tEe
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passage, it fa Pilate who saith, "Behold the man !" , But this is

a itiistake, and a sad mistake, indeed ; for it is not Pilate that

speaks, but; Christ. The word Pilate, if yoa well observe, is

printed in Italics, as not found in the original ; and much to be

lamented it IB, that it should ever have been there. The Lord
Jesus Christ had been all along pointed out in the Old Testa-

ment scripture as "the man," the very man, that should be a
" man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief;" who should give*

his back to the smiters, and his cheeks to them that plucked
off his hair, and that would not hide his face from shame and

spitting. When, therefore, Pilate brought the Lord Jesus to the

view of his people, in direct and full testimony as answerable

to those characters, Jesus saith unto them, " Behold the man !"

He had before, under the spirit of prophecy, cried out,
" Behold

me! behold me!" (Isaiah Ixv. 1 ;) and now, as If to show the

wonderful and complete agreement of scripture prophecy with
his sacred person, he saith,

" Behold the man !" Oh ! how
blessed is it to receive this testimony from Jesus's own mouth t

Oh ! how refreshing to the soul, to perceive Christ's gracious
attention, in such a moment of trial, to the security and comfort
of his people! And what a blessed strengthening to the faith

of his redeemed, to behold all the persons of the Godhead calling

upon the Church to the same contemplation!
"

"Behold" (saith,
God the Father) "my servant whom I uphold; mine elect, in

whom my soul delighteth !" (Isaiah xlii. 1.)
" Behold" (saith

God the Holy Ghost)
" the Larnb of God, which taketh away

the sin of the world !" (John i. 39.)
" Behold the man !" saith

Christ himself, as in this most blessed scripture. Lord Jesus !

give me to behold thee, with an eye of faith, and so. to gaze,
with holy joy and wonder, love and praise, upon thy glories,
until my ravished soul shall go forth in longing desires after

thee, and thus daily behold thee, until faith be swallowed up
in sight, and hope be lost in absolute fruition !

A place called Golgotha. Matthew xxvii. 33.

And wherefore called Golgotha 7 It was a "
place of skulls ;**

not a charnel house ; not a sepulchre for the great ; but probably
where a number of unburied skulls ofpoor criminals lay together,
or scattered here and there, as the feet of those who visited this

place of sorrow might kick them. Luke calls it Canary, (Luke
xxiii. 33 ;) but both mean one and the same place. And was
this a place suited for thee, O thou Lord of life and glory?
Yes, blessed Jesus ! if thou wilt become sin and a curse for thy
redeemed, then surely this of all places becomes thee,-where thy
people must have lain for ever, hadst thou not interposed, and
undertaken all that behoved them to suffer, that they might be
made " the righteousness of God in 'thee !" My soul ! did Jesus

'- - - '

'

9*
'

'
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suffer at- Golgotha? Go thou^ forth to him, " without-the camp*
baring Ms reproach." And is this Golgotha

1

? And wasit here
tfiat Jesus "then restored that which he took not away?"

;

Qh;
how blessed the review ! how memorable, how sacred the spot I

Who would have thought that a place so wretched should have
produced so much good ! Confusion had been introduced into
all the works of God by reason of sin; here Jesus restored

perfect order to all. God's glory had been tarnished ; God's
law had been broken ; .God's justice despised. At Golgotha,
Jesas restored all. And as man had lost the image of God, the
iavour of God, the acquaintance with God, at this memorable
spot Jesus restored to God his glory, and to man God's favour.

My soul ! do thou often visit the place called Golgotha ; and to

endear the sacred haunt still more, look at thy Lord as thou goest
thither, and figure to thyself thy Jesus going with thee. Here it

was that his person and all his sacred offices were blasphemed. Is
Jesus the Lord God of the prophets ? Then will the rabble vilify
his prophetical office: "Prophecy," say they, "thou Christ,
who is he that smote thee 1" Is Jesus the great

"
High-Priest"

of Jehovah, after the order of Melchisedek ? This also shall be

despised. "Save thyself and us!" said the scoffing multitude.

And is Jesus &Iing ? " Come down, then," say they,
" from the

cross, and we will believe." Yea, and as the most aggravating
circumstance of cruelty, and which, as far as I have ever heard,
or read, was never practised upon the most abject criminal, his

very prayers were turned into ridicule. "My God, my God,"
said the holy Sufferer, "why hast thou forsaken me?" "This
man ealleth for Elias," said they ; "let be, let us see whether
Elias will come to take him down !" Pause, my soul, over the

solemn view! And as thou takest thy evening stand at Gol-

gotha, ask thine heart, is this Jesus, who is "the brightness of
his Fathers glory, and the express image of his person?" Is

this he whom angels ivdrship, and at whose name "every knee
shall bow, of things in heaven and things in earth, and things
under the earth ?" O thou bleeding Lamb, that art now in the

midst of the throne ! often let my soul ruminate over the affect-

ing- scenes of Golgotha. Solemn is the place, but blessed also.

Here would I sit down, and as I contemplate Jesus, in this en-

dearing part of his character, I -would hear his voice speaking
in the teriderest manner :

" Is it nothing to you, all ye that pass
by ?' Behold, and see, if there be any sorrow like unto my sor-

row which is done unto me, wherewith the Lord hath afflicted

me in the daj
r of his fierce anger." -

And the scripture was fulfilled, which saith, And he
was numbered with the transgressors. Mark xv. 28.

'Look up, my soul, to the cross, and behold thy Lord hanging
with two thieves; yea, in the middle of them, as if the greatest
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malefactor of the three ; and* what is the most awful part of the;

subject, not only was he thus considered by the Jewishrabble,
but, as 'the sinner's representative, Jesus was thus beheld in

Jehovah's view, "numbered with the transgressors," and virtu*

allyftthe great surety and sponsor of them all. Pause, my soul,

as thou readest this scripture, and as thou beholdest it fulfilled

on the cross. Will it not undeniably follow, that if Christ was
so reckoned and so numbered, then it must have been, not for-

himself, for he had no sin, but for his people; and if made sin,
and a curse, surely he hath taken away both sin and the curse,

by the sacrifice of himself, that they might be made the right-
eousness of God in him 1 There is one circumstance in this

representation of Jesus being reckoned with the transgressors
as a sin and a curse, yea, sustaining the whole of sin and the

curse in his own sacred person, that is particularly striking ; I

mean, that amidst all the shadowy representations ejinder the

law, the only type on this subject, and a most decisive one it

Was, is that of the "brazen serpe'ht." Of all the creatures of
God's creation, it was the serpent only that was pronounced
cursed at the fall; and, therefore, though the blood of many
beasts may be, and indeed was, made typical of redemption by
the sacrifice of Christ, yet none but the serpent could represent
Christ as a curse for his people. There is somewhat very

striking in this. Christ, in redeeming us from the curse of the

law, must be represented as a curse for us ; the serpent, there-

fore, the cursed beast, shall be lifted up in the wilderness, and
Jesus himself will graciously explain it :

" As Moses lifted up the

serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up,
that whosoever believeth in him shall not perish, but have
eternal life." (John iii. 14, 15.) What a wonderful event!

Who, but for the scripture, and the teaching of the Holy Ghost,
would have been able to trace the affinity 1 "My righteous
servant," saith Jehovah, " shall justify many, for he shall bear

their iniquities." He is, therefore, numbered with the trans-

gressors. (Isaiah liii. 11, 12.) And agreeably to this, all the

circumstances attending this sustaining of the curse shall corre-

spond ; a drop of water is denied to none but the cursed in hell ;

Jesus, therefore, in his thirst, shall be denied it also. If male-

factors, under the curse, have no one to mitigate their sorrows,
here again Jesus shall be the same ; for in his sufferings

" all

his disciples forsook him and fled." Is the darkness in hell

an aggravation of the miseries of the cursed there? Thus also

shall it be in the extreme agonies of Jesus ; for darkness cover-
ed the earth during his crucifixion, from the sixth to the ninth
hour. Yea, and above all, the 'sense of divine manifestation
shall be withdrawn, as from those in the regions of everlasting

riiisery, who have no sense of the divine presence, but in his

wrath. So that Jesus needed not to go down into hell to suffer

the torments of the damned ; for, being numbered with the trans-
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gressors, and standing forth to the view of Jehovah as sin and a
curse for his people, the waters of the great deep were broken

up to overwhelm his precious soul ; and in those tremendous

hours, all the cataracts of divine wrath were poured out upon
him, until the holy patient sufferer was constrained to crjgput,
in that dolorous cry, "All thy waves and thy billows are gone
over me!" (Psalm xlii. 7.) Lamb of God ! is it thus at Gol-

gotha thou wert numbered with the transgressors 1 And was it

thus that scripture was fulfilled 1 Oh, for grace so to view thee,
so to fix and feast my soul Upon thee, that, while conscious that

thy holy soul knew no sin, yet was made sin for me, I that

know no righteousness, and truly have none$ may be made the

righteousness of God in thee!

And Pilate marvelled if he were already dead.

Mark xv. 44.

Precious Jesus! had the unjust judge but known thy soul-

travail and agonies, instead of wondering at the speediness of

thy death, all his astonishment would have been, that nature,
so oppressed, and so suffering, could have held out so long; for

what would have crushed in a moment all creation, as well

angels as men, in sustaining the wrath of God, due to sin,

Jesus endured on the cross for so many hours ! In point of

suffering, he wrought out a whole eternity due to sin on the

cross ; and in point of efficacy, he
" for ever perfected them that

are sanctified." Jesus, therefore, accomplished more in that

memorable day, than all the creatures of God could have done
for ever. Wonderful were the works which God despatched in

creation ; but the wonders of redemption far exceed them. The
six hours which Jesus hung upon the cross wrought out a more

stupendous display of almighty power and grace than the six

days God was pleased to appoint to himself in making the

world. But, indeed, Pilate need not, on another account, have
marvelled at the quickness of Christ's death, had this unjust

judge but reflected on the previous sufferings of the Redeemer.

They who have spent sweet hours in tracing Jesus's footsteps

through the painful preludes to his death, and especially in the

concluding scenes, have been able to mark many a sorrowful

part which (besides the soul-agonies of Jesus in
accomplishing

redemption-work) bore hard upon his body also. My soul, if

thou wert to trace back the solemn subject, thou wouldst find

enough to excite thy astonishment that Jesus lived so long on
the cross, rather than that he died not before. His agony evi-

dently began four days before the passover. The evangelist

Luke tells us, that he spent the whole night in prayer, arid the,

whole day jn preaching, to the people in the temple. (Luke xxi.

37, 38.) Read also Matthew's account four days before his
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n the pfd^pecj of what was coming
1

dn. , (Matt,

l'8'i 19.) , And again, before a single assault was made upon liim

in tjie garden. (Matt. xxvi. 38.) "My soul is exceeding sor-

rblwful," said the dying Lamb, "even unto death." And the.

beloved. apostle's relation is to the same amount, four days be-

fore his crucifixion :
" Now is my soul troubled (said the holy

S.ufferer) ; and what shall I say ? Father, save me from this

hour ! But for this cause came I unto this hour !" (John xii.

27,.) And if to these agonies of soul, before the tremendous
season of Gethsemane and Golgotha arrived, must be added the

exercises of the Redeemer in body, all must have contributed to

wear out and exhaust his strength, and hasten on the pains of

death. Whenwe call to mind how the Lamb of God was driven
to and fro, hurried from one place to another, from Annas to

Caiaphas, and from the judgment-hall to Calvary, we cannot be

surprised at his fainting under the burden of his cross. Many a
mile of weariness did he walk before nine of the clock in the

morning of the day of his crucifixion : and many a bodily faint-

ing .must he have felt from the thorny crown, the soldier's

scourging, and their buffetings and smitings with the palms of
their hands. Unfeeling Pilate ! thy marvellings will be now,
and .to. all eternity, of another kind. As for thee, my soul, take

thy stand at the foot of the cross, and do thou marvel whilst

thou art looking up and beholding Jesus dying, that he who
might have commanded twelve legions of angels to his rescue,

should, in love to his Church and people, thus give "his soul an

offering for sin," and die,
" the just for the unjust, to bring us

unto God !"

He shall see of the travail of his soul, and shall be

satisfied. Isaiah liii. 11,

Is not this covenant promise of thy faithful God and Father

peculiarly suited, my soul, for thine evening meditation, after

the subject of the morning, in contemplating the first cry of
Jesus upon the cross :

"
Father, forgive them, for they know not

what they do?" And was not the cry answered in the case of
the Jerusalem sinners at the day of Pentecost soon after, when,
under the apostle Peter's sermon, they were pricked teethe heart,
and cried out,

" Men and brethren, what shall we do*?" (Acts
ii. S3, 37.) Ponder over the solemn expression,'^ travail of
the Redeemer's soul. Did Jesus really sustain in soul somewhat
like those throes of nature with which a woman is exercised in

her hour of extremity? Did he travail in birth for his re-

deemed 1 Pause,my soul, and very solemnly consider the sub-

ject. If the 13th psalm be supposed to- contain prophetical
allusions to Christ, We may on this subject discover somewhat
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which will be helpM : "The sorrows of hell co^mssed me
about: the snares of death prevented.;me.'VJ,(P8alna^^ii.'|i^i(
We have similar expressions, Psalm cxvi. 3. As, therefore,
these strong; terms are very highly descriptive of suffering, and
of a peculiar kind, it may be well to inquire farther, whether
there is any ground to make application of them in reference to

this subject 1 Now it is worthy remark, that the curses 'pro-
nounced by God at the fall, upon Adam and his wife, became
distinct acts of suffering ; and it should seem that he, who in

after ages, was to take away sin and the curse from both, must
do it by suffering for both, in order to deliver them from it. My
soul, review them : Unto the woman he said, I will greatly mul-

tiply thy sorrow, and thy conception ; in sorrow thou shalt bring
forth children ; and thy desire shall be to thy husband, and he
shall rule over thee. And unto Adam he said, Because thou
hast hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the

tree of which I commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it,

cursed is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it

all the days of thy life. Thorns also and thistles shall it bring
forth to thee; and thou shalt eat the herb of the field. In the

sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread till thou return to the

ground ; for out of it wast thou tak'en
; for dust thou art, and

unto dust shalt thou return." (Gen. iii. 16 to 19.) Now that

Jesus, in his own sacred person, literally and truly bore every
tittle of this sentence as it referred to Adam, none who have read

the history of the blessed Jesus in the gospel can for a moment

question. So much in sorrow did Jesus eat his bread, that he,
and he alone, by way of emphasis, must be peculiarly called

"The man of sorrow, and acquainted with grief." And he it

was that was crowned with thorns, by way of eminency in afflic-

tion, and sweat and bloody sweat ; and he said himself, "Thou
hast brought me into the dust of death." (Psalm xxii. 15.)
But unless we can trace a similarity of Jesus bearing in his own
sacred person somewhat in reference to ike, woman also, how shall

we see the curse removed, and the sentence done away 1 Hence,
if the travail of soul spoken of by the Lord, through the prophet,
be intended to allude to the Lord Jesus bringing forth his sons

to glory, (and wherefore it should not cannot be shown,) then

have we a most gracious and beautiful representation folded up
in this scripture ; and the promise connected with it is equally

delightful^ And may we not interpret that scripture of another

prophet by this illustration :
" Ask ye now, and see whether a

man doth travail with child? Wherefore do I see every man
with his hands on his loins, as a woman in travail, and all faces

are turned into paleness? Alas ! for that day is great, so that

none is like it ; it is even the time of Jacob's trouble; but lie

shall be saved out of it." (Jer. xxx. 6, 7.) precious Jesus !

thou art indeed the Man, the God-man; thou didst travail for

thy children ; and while all faces are turned into paleness Sy
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reaspn of sin, thou, our glorious Jacob, our Israel, Jehovah's

servatitj'in: the day, the great day of ^thy soul-travail,jihart tie-

saved out of"it, and shall" see of the travail of thy soul and be

satisfied. Yea, Lord, ihou wilt remember no more thine anguish,
for joy that the dew of thy birth is as incalculable as the drop's
of the morning. .Hail, almighty Lord ! the trophies of thy re-

demption shall correspond to the greatness of thy name :
" men

shall be blessed in thee, and all nations shall call thee blessed."

Amen.

Awake, sword, against my shepherd, and against
the man that is my fellow, saith the Lord of hosts ;

smite the shepherd, and the sheep shall be scattered.

- Zech. xiii. 7,

; That this blessed scripture points to Christ, and to him only,
the Lord Jesus himself fully confirms in his discourse with his

disciples at the mount of Olives. (Matt. xxvi. 31.) And, in-

deed, ofwhom could Jehovah thus speak, as " fellow to the Lord
of hosts," but -of him who, "though in the form of God, arid

thought it not robbery to be equal with God, yet took upon him
the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of meni"
-But what call is this to the sword ? Was it tfce flaming sword
at the gate of Paradise, which was placed there to guard the

way to the tree of life T And had the sword been for so many
ages sleeping ? Could none presume to enter but Jesus 1 And
if he enters, the sword of God's justice must first awake, and be
sheathed in his heart 1 And is it God the Father himself that

thus commands the sword to awake, and smite his only begotten
Son1 Did God indeed so love the world, that he thus gave his

only begotten Son, " to the end thatall who believe in him should

not perish, but have everlasting life
1

?" Pause, my soul, over
these solemn but blessed thoughts. And is he God, on whom
these things are to be transacted 1 Yes ; for he is " fellow to the

Lord of hosts." And is he man also] Yes ; for " the Word was
made flesh, and dwelt among us !" Such is the mystery of god-
liness ;

" God manifest in the flesh !" And, what ! is he both

God and man in one person! Yes; for so only could he be
Christ. Well might the prophet exclaim, " Wonder, O heavens,
and be astonished, earth !" My soul ! take thy stand this

'evening at the foot of the cross, and contemplate among the pro-

digies of that memorable day, that great wonder concerning Him
'crucified, who was fellow to the Lord of hosts. View both his

natures ;
he was truly and properly man ; for it was one express

article in the covenant of redemption, that ." as by man came
death, by man should come also the resurrection of the dead.

And'as by the disobedience of one, many were made sinners, so
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,by the obedience of one should many be ,made rightepius." ;?]M[pre-

byer the frrst promise of
:
the Bible, which cama in witli t^e, fell,

^was express to this purpose :<< the seed of the iwoman should
bruise the serpent's head." The devil had triumphed over^the

nature of man in the fall ; and the same nature of man -Was pro-
.mised to conquer death, hell, and the grave: and as both the

Jaw and the justice of God were solemnly concerned that the

same nature which had sinned should obey, and the same nature

which had sinned should atone, all the divine perfection^? were

concerned, that he who undertook the purposes of redemption
should be the man that was fellow to the Lord of hosts, even
Christ Jesus. Secondly, as none but man could be suitedibra

Redeemer, so none but God could be competent to accomplish
redemption. Hence he must be fellow to the Lord of hosts. In
point of dignity, in point of merit, the glory due to a Redeemer
when redemption should be accomplished, the adoration, love,
and praise to be ascribed to him, could never be suitable to any
less than God. Hence, by the union of both natures, Jesus, and
Jesus only, who thus formed one Christ, became the very person
here described, and was, and is, and ever must be,

" the man that

is my fellow, saith the Lord of hosts." Now, my soul, when-
ever thou lookest up to the cross, (let it be daily hourly, contin-

ually, yea, unceasingly,) never lose sight of this glorious union
of God and man in thy Jesus. Fix thine eyes, thine heart, thy
whole affection upon him ; and while thou art resting all thine

assurance of pardon, mercy, and peace, the joy of this life, and
the glory of that ,which is to come, wholly upon thy Jesus, oh !

let thine ear of faith receive, in transports of delight, the pro-
clamation of God thy Father concerning him, " the man that is

my fellow, saith the Lord of hosts."

And one of the malefactors, which were hanged,
railed on him, saying, If thou be Christ, save thyself
and us. But the other answering, rebuked him.

Luke xxiii. 39, 40.

My soul ! thy morning meditation was directed to that soul-

reviving, penitent, encouraging prospect, which the cross of
Christ affords, in the recovery of the thief upon the cross, asfur-

nishing the most illustrious example of the sovereignty of grace I

Oh! what a trophy was there of the Redeemer's conquest!
Now take thy stand again at the foot of the cross, and look on
the other side, and behold the dreadful reverse, in the obduracy
of the human heart. Here view the sinner dying in all the

possibilities of a hardened conscience, railing and blaspheming;;
while the other departs in the most finished act of faith and re-

pentance,, glorifying the Lord. Pause over the contemplation,
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arid then ask, what was it made the mighty difference ? Who
modi thee^my soul, to differfrom another ? JLn& what hast thou,

Ivhich thou didst not receive ? Blessed Lord Jesus ! I do indeed

rejoice with trembling, when I consider what I am, yea, what

every man is by nature ; and how resolutely shut and bolted the

hearts of all men are, in our universally fallen state, and cannot
but remain so for ever, unless thou, who hast the key of Daoid^
dost open, and by thy sweet influences dost enter in! Pause
once more, my soul ! Perhaps, among the wonders which at-

tended the crucifixion and death of Jesus, this, of a determined

obduracy, is not the least. Nothing can be more plain. than

that a general suspicion took place, both among the Jews and
the Roman soldiers, which attended the crucifixion of Jesus, that

he was more than man. Jesus had wrought many miracles, in

confirmation that he was the Christ : and now, on the cross, the

stupendous events which took place most loudly proclaimed it.

The sun became dark at mid-day; the veil of the temple was
rent in twain by an invisible hand ; the earth did quake, the rocks

were rent, and graves were opened ! And to such a degree were
these portentous sights carried, that the centurion, who presided
at the execution, for the moment, felt himself so overcome with
a conviction of Christ's real character, that, unable to resist the

impulse on his mind, he cried out, and feared greatly, saying,
"
Surely this was the Son of God." (Matt, xxvii. 51 54.) But,

as if to show the desperately wicked state of the human heart,
even these prodigies, and the continuation of them on the morn-

ing of our Lord's resurrection, soon lost their effect, and were
considered no more. Though an earthquake ushered in the

morning of Christ's triumph over the grave; though, for a while,
at this, and the presence of an angel, the Roman soldiers became
as dead men; though Christ had foretold his resurrection, and
the pharisees obtained a guard to watch the sepulchre on this

account, and had it sealed with a seal, and a stone; stiirboth

soldiers and pharisees, when recovered from their fright, rather

than own Jesus for the Christ, will resolutely persist to their

own damnation ! My soul ! pause over this solemn subject, and
learn to have a proper view of the desperately wicked state of

every man's heart by nature. Learn also where to ascribe the

whole of that difference between one man and another, in the

blessed effects of distinguishing .grace. But for this, neither

wouldst thou have believed in the resurrection of Jesus. That
" Jesus is believed on in the world," is one of the wonders in the

apostle's account "of the great mystery of godliness." (1 Tim.
iii. 16.) And however astonishingly it strikes the mind, yet
the word of God confirms the undeniable truth, that were the
devils in hell liberated from their chains, still devils would they
remain. This we learn from the solemn account in the book of
Revelation. Under the vials of God's wrath, they who have
hardened their hearts against God and his Christ, are there given

10
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ocbe hardened for ever : ''In the kingdom of darkness,
?Ut

is- s?tict,
*'

tfiey gnawed their tongues for pain ; and blasphemed
the' God of heaven, because of their pains and their spres,-and

repented not of their deeds." (Rev. xvi. 811.) Lord Jesus !

give grace to all thy redeemed, in the view of distinguishing love,
to know our mercies, and to bless thee as the author of them.

And Pilate wrote a title, and put it on the cross.

And 'the writing was, JESUS OF NAZARETH, THE KING
OF THE JEWS. John xix. 19. -

My soul ! thou hast not yet read the inscription over the cross

of Christ in thine evening meditations. Do not withdraw from
the sacred spot, until thou hast read it, and also, through divine

teaching, understood its blessed design. Pilate meant it in re-

proach: but Jehovah overruled the design, to give his dear Son
due honour. It was written in the three learned languages ; in

Greek, and Latin, and Hebrew. And it is the best of all learning
to be able to read it in the light in which the Lord the Spirit
caused it to be written. Do thou, almighty Teacher ! cause me
so to read it ! Pilate meant it as Christ's shame ; as if to tell

the world wherefore he suffered ; but, so far is the inscription it-

self from notifying a crime, that it positively asserts what it was
meant to deny. Pilate wished it to be understood that Christ,

was punished as an usurper: but then he should not have said

that he was the King of the Jews, but that he assumed the title;

whereas he marks it as a thing perfectly understood.: "Jesus of

Nazareth, the King of the Jews." Some of Christ's enemies per-
ceived this ; and accordingly desired Pilate to alter the words :

" Write not," say they,
" the King of the Jews : but that he said,

I am King of the Jews." But he who overruled the mind of

Pilate to write, overruled his mind that he should not ,alter.
" What I have written," said he,

" I have written." Yes, Pilate !

Jesus was indeed King of the Jews ! And now that memorable

scripture was fulfilled :
" Yet have I set my King upon my holy

hill of Sion." (Psalm ii. 6.) Precious Lord Jesus ! Thy title

hath been this from everlasting ; and will be to everlasting. It

is- like thyself,
" the same yesterday, and to-day, and for ever!"

And now, my soul, do not lose sight ofthe testimony ofan enemy
to the kingship of thy Lord Jesus. Look at the cross now, where

thy Redeemer was publicly proclaimed King upon it; and behold
how the offence of the cross is ceased. And oh! for grace to

own Jesus now in glory for my king, as Pilate notified to all the

world that he was king, when in the lowest humiliation upon
earth. And oh ! what rapture will break in upon the soul, when
heywhom Pilate proclaimed King upon his cross, shall come as

a king upon his throne. Lift up thine head, my soul, and

contemplate thy King, who once was crowned with thorns, now
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crowned:with glory. Hear what the apjostle saith, andJetLthy
whole mind"be occupied in contemplating the glory that sliall^be

revealed :" Behold the Lord cometh with ten thousands of.his

saints, to execute judgment upon all, and ta convince all that are

ungodly among them, of all their ungodly deeds, which they
have ungodly committed, and ofall their hard speeches, which un-

godly sinners have spoken against him !" And what is the answer
of the Church, but " Even so ; come, Lord Jesus ! Amen."

His soul was not left in hell, neither his flesh did

see corruption. Acts ii. 31.

Two sweet, but distinct thoughts, arise out of this scripture :

one, cbncerns the soul of Christ, the other, respects his body ; and
both are mostjblessed to the believer in the review. .My soul !

thou hast attended to the parched state of thy Redeemer, as re-

presented on the cross, and made it the subject of thy morning
meditation; do thou now behold what this scripture states,

under all his humiliating circumstances, that neither hell nor the

grave can have dominion over him. His soul shall not be long
in a way of separation from the body, in the invisible state ; for

very shortly it shall arise from hades^ the hell here mentioned.
And his body is too holy, harmless, and undefiled, to admit of

putrefaction; yea, it must be presented before the Lord for a

sweet-smelling savour. Precious thought to the believer ! Jesus
needed not to lie long under the dominion of death : he had

fully paid the debt of sin, by death ; and therefore there needed no
detention to make farther restitution for the sins of his, people,
when thus fully cancelled. And as the infinite holiness and purity
of his nature could not become subject to the power of corruption,
he needed not to lie longer in the grave than might clearly and

fully ascertain to his people in all ages the reality of his death,
for the better confirmation of the resurrection that followed.

Hence Jesus could not be left, as the great representative of his

people, in a situation so comfortless, when the work was com-

pleted which the Father gave him to do. And as his holy nature
could not, admit the possibility of corruption, so the covenant
of redemption exempted him from it. Add to these, it was
needful that, both in soul and body, he who had died for our. sins,
should rise again for our justification, and not only triumph in

our nature over death, hell, and the grave, but return to the right
hand of power, "there to appear in the presence of God for

us." Hail ! thou .holy and' triumphant Lord ! I bow the knee
before thee ! In thy holiness thy people are considered holy.:
and as thy spotless soul could not be detained in hell, neither

thy ftesh see corruption, so all thy redeemed shall be accounted

holy before thee, and through thy righteousness be considered

righteous before God and thy. Father for ever. Amen. ..,._.
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f^^d the people Stood beholdingj ancl the rulers also

With -ttiem derided him, saying, He save'd others ; let

Kim save himself,Jf he be Christ the chosen^ of .God.
And the soldiers also mocked him, coming to"him, and

offering him vinegar, and saying, If thou be the King
of the Jews, save thyself. Luke xxiii. 35 37.

My soul ! thou art not tired, I hope, of taking thy stand, night
by night, and morning by morning, at the foot of the cross.

Surely it is blessed to sit down by the fountain, which was open-
ed by the soldier's spear, in the heart of Jesus, and contemplate,
one by one, the mercies which flow in it to the souls of his redeem-
ed. There are more to be seen, more to be discovered at every
renewed view; for in the death of Christ, is the life of the soul.

It is not the smallest part of the excellences which Jesus disco-

vered in his death, that it was the " death of the cross ;" for the

apostle joins this with his sufferings: he not only endured the

cross, but he despised the shame ; and yet that shame, in all the

parts of it, forms a wonderful branch in the subject. My soul !

took at the cross in this point of view, and see whether thou wilt

not find sweet consolation from it, under the grand consideration,
that as thy sins have caused shame before God, so the shame thy
blessed Surety endured, has more than made satisfaction to the

divine glory. Behold the people, with, the rulers, deriding Christ
with taunts and reproaches ; and even the Roman soldiers mock-

ing Jesus, though they knew him not. Indeed, every thing in

Christ became the subject of their resentment. Through his

whole life this had been the case ; and now, in the close of it, the

whole is summed up into the most finished contempt. Hisperson
most daringly despised :

" If he be the Son of God, let God save

him, if he will have him," say they ! His offices blasphemed:
" Art thou a^Twig-jthen

1

?" said Pilate, in the most sovereign con-

tempt. "If thou be the King of Israel," said the rabble, 'f save

thyself, and come down from the cross." "Prophesy, thou

Christ," said one of them in the hall, "who is he that smote
thee "?" And as a Priest, when Jesus was stretched forth on the

cross, as in the act of blessing, and truly in the act of dying for

them, the taunt was, " He saved others, himself he cannot save."

Thus the Lord of life and glory, as the prophet had foretold, hid

not his face from shame and spitting ! And, as if to crown all

with the highest possible instance of shame and disgrace, while
the multitude counted him for a deceiver, and all his disciples
forsook him and fled, as from a person with whom it was dan-

gerous to be found, he is hung-up as a malefactor, and that

between two thieves: yea, God himself allowed him, nay, ap-
pointed him to be reckoned among the transgressors.^ Pause/my

; soul, over this blissful ^ubject;
and most blessed it is, when

Christ is thus beheld in relation to his people. For surely what-
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ever shame and confusion of face is the sinner's due^^; reaispii

of jsiny t]h'Liord Jesus hath ftlly^aid it, yea* more tHan'ga^rfe.
as the sinner's representative. And 'herein is that spripfdre

completely eiplained and applied :
" Gomfort ye, comfort 3fe7'niy

people, saith your God< Speak ye comfortably
to Jerusalem;,

arid'"cry unto her, that her warfare is accomplished, that her

iniquity is pa'rdoned; for she hath received of the Lord '^Biancl

double for all her-sins." Surely this was literally and' tnily-'tne

case in the person of her almighty surety and representative, when
Jesus endured the cross, and bore the shame for all his people !

And every priest standeth daily ministering, and

offering oftentimes the same sacrifices, which can never

take away sins; but this man, after he hath offered one

sacrifice for sins, for ever sat down on the right hand

of God. Hebrews x. 11, 12.

The morning portion was the finishing cry of Jesus on the

cross. This, my soul, I hope thou didst, as it were, hear with

the ear of faith ; beholding with the eye of faith the Lord of life

and glory, as retreating from the field of battle, having gotten
himself the victory, and by that " one offering of himself, once

offered, for ever perfected them that are sanctified." Fold up,
then, the blessed object for thy nightly pillow, as for thy morning
meditation; and let it be continually brought forth by thee, for

thine unceasing joy and peace in believing, that (as the Holy
Ghost hath in this scripture, for thy present enjoyment, sweetly
set it forth) when all the priests in their daily ministry could ac-

complish nothing, this man, this God-man, this thy Jesus, whose
name is Wonderful, hath-" by his one offering," for ever put away
sin, and is " sat down on the right hand of God," to see the pur-
chase of his redemption, by price and by power, fully compen-
sated to all his oeople. But here lies the blessed effects of thy
Jesus's redemption ; and do Jhou mark it, and bring it forward

constantly in thy pleadings for acceptance with the Father in ttie

Beloved, that so rich, so precious, so inestimable and irrvalu-

able is the redemption of God's dear Son, that it never can be

fully compensated to his people. A whole eternity will not be
sufficient to pay, nor can all the glories of heaven constitute a

sufficient recompense ; for after millions of ages are past, arid

millions of redemption-blessings have been given in them, such
is the infinite merit, and such is the infinite glory of the Son of
God's righteousness, and blood, and sacrifice, that there must
still remain a surplus unpaid, a redundancy still unaccounted for.

Jesas will have brought in such everlasting revenues of glory to

Jehovah, by the redemption of sinners, and in the honour done
to his justice, love, and wisdom, by accomplishing the work the

Father gave him to do, as will never be*fully recompensed ;* yea,
10*
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the merit of his cross alone will, to^all eternity, shine with such

splendour as to fill heaven With songs ofc endless praise. The
sons "of God, we are told, shouted for joy, when beholding the
six days' work of creation. But the.six hours which Jesus hung
oh the cross wrought a more glorious work of redemption to

Jehovah's praise, and will call up the unceasing adoration of

angels and men to all eternity. What sayest thou, my soul, to

this view of the wonderful subject ? Let such be thy meditation

day by day, and may thine eyes prevent the night-watches to be

fully occupied in it. Take thy stand at the foot of the cross ;

there, by faith behold Him on whom the eye of Jehovah is un-

ceasingly fixed : and when thou hast followed the Lamb from
the cross to the throne, where Jesus is now for ever sat down on
the right hand of God, catch the notes of the hymn which the

redeemed are' now singing' in glory before him, and in which,
Erelong, thou wilt assuredly join: "To him that sitteth upon
the throne, and to the Lamb that was slain, be glory and honour
for-ever and ever. 'Amen."

Having loosed the pains of death
; because it was not

possible that he should be holden of it. Jlcts ii. 24.

My soul ! thou hast been in contemplation to the tornb of

Jesus this morning, and seen the place where the Lord lay ; now
sit down, and ponder over what this blessed scripture saith,
that " the pains of death were loosened, because it was not pos-
sible for Jesus to be detained a prisoner by it." And if there

were no other scripture but this one in proof of Christ's God-

head},, this in itself would be unanswerable; for it could be

nothing but the Godhead of his person which made it impossi-
ble. It was this which, from the union of the manhood with
the Godhead, preserved his soul from sin, and his body from

corruption ! for though the human nature that Christ took was

subject to all the sinless infirmities of nature, and to feel hunger,
weariness, and the like, to the full, being part of the curse on
the fall, which he came to bear and do away, yet was he not left

to the infirmities of what we, in our fallen state, are exposed to,

and often sink under. Sweet thought to look to 'the tomb of

Jesus with ! Here, as oft as we contemplate the spot, We may
say; Here Christ hath lain down, to teach his followers to lie

down. But here Christ could not be detained : his body was not

subject to corruption. "Thou wilt not leave his soul in hell,

neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption." But

may it not be added also, on another account, that the pains of

death could not hold Christ; forasmuch as God's justice being
fully satisfied by the offering of the body of Jesus Christ, once
for all, there could be no detention of the prisoner when the

debt was paid. The Lord Jesus did not, for he needed not, go
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down to hell; for the
purpose of receiving

there the, purushment
oui* sins deserve, and which, by suffering- in our stead and, room,
he did away, his sufferings were fully commensurate upon eartH ;

arid "it /is not the place,? but the degree and nature of punishrnent,
that makes an equivalent on the score of paying. His capability
of suffering^ and the extremity of what he endured during his

agony in the garden, and on the cross, (not to mention a wJhple
life of sorrows, in being all along acquainted with grief,) these

were the full cup of trembling which Jesus d'rank, and conv

pletely adequate it was,- or he would not have said upon the

cross, "It is finished." * Neither was it necessary that the Re-
deemer should "

long endure" the sufferings due to sin, as the

sinner's Surety. Here also his capability of sustaining much in
a little space plainly proves, that when all the vials of divine

wrath were poured out upon his sacred head, when the whole
was emptied, they could not again be filled. Though had not

Jesus died "the just for the unjust, to bring us to God," -the

second death (which, out of Christ, is the sinner's due) must be
an eternal death, because the vessels of wrath fitted for destruc-

tion are only fitted for, arid capable of receiving misery by
portions, which, never being fully poured out, are consequently
never finished. But not so with him who stood the sinner's

surety. He could, and did receive at once, in life and death,
the whole of the punishment due to sin ; and therefore, he it is of
whom the Holy Ghost speaks, "All thy waves and thy billows
are gone over me." (Psalm xlii. 7.) Precious Lord! while I
think of these things, and my whole soul is going forth in sor-

row af the contemplation of those sufferings of thine for my
salvation, grant me to feel at the same time the blessedness of

thy redemption, and my interest in it, since "by thy stripes I
am healed."

/

The sam.e day at evening, being the first day of the

-week, when the doors were shut where the disciples
were assembled for fear of the Jews, came Jesus' and
stood in the midst, and saith unto them. Peace be unto

you. John xx. 19.

There is a peculiar blessedness in this first visit of the Lord
Jesus to the whole college of disciples (at least, as many as were

present of them) after he arose from the dead; and the manner
of relating it is peculiarly striking also. It was the same day at

evening, and it was the "first day" also, as if the Lord Jesus
would again and again honour the day, as well in the evening
as the morning of his resurrection, and make that day for ever
memorable to his Church and among his people. My soul!

thou hast celebrated thy Lord's triumph over death in the

morning, both at home and abroad, in his Church, at his ordi-
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t:his table, and among his disciples ; -but learn hence

als6^hat *tt evening time Jesus will make it light by the sweiat

reinwe<i;visits of his grace ;;and when the doors are shut, arid in

thy retirement the world is shut out, and thou art communing
within, Jesus will come and say,," Peace be unto thee." And doth
Jesus do this ? Hast thou this precious legacy of speech, which
he left to his people, administered to thee by his own blessed

hand 1 Is he .thy peace, and hath he made thy peace through
the blood of his cross 1 Having purchased it by his death, doth
he confirm it to thee by his resurrection, and in the earnest of

his Spirit seal it on thy soul to the day of eternal redemption?'
On! then, look up to him, my soul, again this evening, as thy
peace, thy surety, thy sponsor, and say with the prophet, "This
man shall be our peace, when the Assyrian shall come into our
land." (Micah v. 5.) Yes, thou dear Redeemer ! thou art indeed
the peace, the very means and end of all joy and peace in be-

lieving, and wilt be the everlasting security of thy people in

peace^with God through all, eternity ! Methinks I hear thee say,
in the nightly visits of thy love and grace, as to the disciples
of old, "Peace I leave with you; my peace I give unto you;
not as the world giveth, give I unto you: let not your heart be

troubled, neither let it be afraid !"

Of one Jesus, which was dead, whom Paul affirmed

to be alivQ.-^-Jlcts xxv. 19. -

And well might Paul affirm it; for Jesus, after his resurrec-

tion, had spoken to Paul from heaven ! Well might John, the

beloved apostle, give the Church his repeated evidence to it; for

Jesus not only made His appearance to John, in common with
the other apostles, but in the island of Patmos appeared to him
alone, and proclaimed himself under those glorious distinctions

of character :
" Fear not ; I am he that liveth, and was dead ;

and, behold,! am alive for evermore !" (Rev. i. 17, 18.) And
well might Peter testify to the same, as he did in the family of

Cornelius, when he had such indisputable proofs for himself and
the rest of his brethren, the apostles, who were " the chosen wit-

nesses of his resurrection : we did eat and drink with him (saith

Peter) after he arose from the dead." (Acts x. 41 .) But, my soul !

mark, in the contempt with which this blessed truth is spoken
of, by the Roman governor, how little esteemed, and less re-

garded, that doctrine, which is thy life, is held .by the world;
And are there not thousands in the present hour, like Pestus,
who even if they do profess the belief of Jesus's resurrection,

are, like him, unconscious of its vital effects on their hearts ; and
as to any of the saving influences resulting from it in the descent
of the Spirit upon them, have" never so much as heard whether
there be any Holy Ghost !" My soul ! how wilt thou prove the
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tiion: of Jestis in : thine own experience,- that, like

y^sj;
"ivith equal confidence speak of this" Qiae^J

this only One, thi^blessed Ofie, who was truly and itto'eed'deadj
but whom thou affirmest to be alive ? Pause over the question^
and then look into the'real testimonies of it in thine heart. Re-
member what thy Jesus said, as a promise which should take

place soon after his resurrection and return to his Father, when
redemption-work was finished :

" I will send the Holy Ghost
the Comforter. He shall teach you all things, and bring all

things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you."
(John xiv. 26.) Hence, therefore, if the Holy Ghost is come,
then is Jesus risen and ascended ; and then hath the Father also

most fully confirmed his perfect approbation of the righteousness
and death of Jesus, as the surety of his people, in raising him
from the dead, setting him on his own right hand, and sending
down the Holy Ghost, agreeably to Christ's promise. And dost

thou know all these things in thine own experience I Is Jesus

thy resurrection and life 1 Hath he recovered thee, by the quick-

ening influences of his Holy Spirit, from death to life, and from
the power of sin and Satan to the living God 1 Is he now.the

daily life-giving, life-imparting, life-strengthening source of all

thy faith, and life, and hope, and joy 1 Is it Jesus that becomes
to thee as the dew unto Israel, reviving, like the dew of herbs,

thy dry and unpromising wintry state, where there is no vegeta-
tion, and causing thee to put forth the tender bud afresh, when,
without his influence, every thing in thee was parched and
withered ? Oh ! then, do thou proclaim it far and. near, and
let every one witness for thee, in every circle in which thou
art called to move, that that one glorious Jesus, which was once

dead, thou affirmest to be alive, and liveth for evermore. Pre-
cious Lord Jesus ! how blessed are those sweet words of thine

to my soul :
" And because I live, ye shall live also." N

Thy dead men shall live,; together with my dead body
shall they arise. Awake and sing, ye that dwell in

dust: for thy dew is as the dew of herbs, and the earth

shall cast out the dead. Isa. xxvi. 19.

Thy morning meditation was a blessed portion to show thee,

my soul, how the justification of the believer is affected by the

person of his glorious Head. When Jesus died on the cross, not
as a private person, but as the public head of his Church, then
He paid the full debt of sin ;

and when he arose from the dead,
then full release was given to our whole nature in him. Jesus
received the discharge, the bond he had entered into for hisjJeople
\yas cancelled, and his resurrection became the proof of thetirs

also.
v
But as the justification of all the persons, of his redeemed

is in him and by him, so another sweet confidence is in him also ;
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Jesus is not only the cause of their being justified^ but of their

being- glorified also. In these precious words we have, first, God
the Father's promise to his dear Son: "Thy dead men shall

live;" first in grace arid .then in gloryv- How shall this be
effected ? Christ then takes up the subject in answer:: "To>
gether with my dead body (saith he) shall they arise !" or is it

possible the words may be still the words of the Father; for the

body of Christ is said to be given of the Father :
" A body hast

thou prepared me." (Heb. x. 15.) But in either sense, the doc-

trine is the same ; the resurrection of the believer is assured from
its union with Christ. Jesus is the head of his body, the Church.
"Your life (saith the apostle) is hid with Christin God." (Col.

. iii. 3.) And so again, "If the Spirit of him that raised up
Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from
the dead, shall also quicken your mortal bodies, by his Spirit
that dwelleth in you. (Rom. viii. 11.) Lastly, to crown all, as

**

Jesus is the whole cause both in justifying and in glorifying, so is

he the pattern in his resurrection how they shall arise. As the

dew of herbs casteth out the same from the earth every year, so

. shall the earth cast, out her dead. Christ's body was in substance

the same, and so must be his people. "This corruptible,"

(saith the apostle,) this very identical body, "must put on in-

corruption, and this mortal must put on immortality." Not
"another body," for then it would be "another person;" and

this, instead of a resurrection, would be a creation. But the

identical person that was buried, shall arise with the same iden-

tity. Well might the prophet, when giving this blessed promise
at the command of Jehovah, close it with that delightful injunc-
tion ;

" Awake and sing, ye that dwell in dust." And what a

song to God and the Lamb will burst forth at once from millions

of the redeemed,when rising to all the wonders of futurity, z,and
through, and/rom a personal union with the Lord Jesus Christ!

So man lieth down, and riseth not: till the heavens
be no more, they shall not awake, nor be raised out of

their sleep. O that thou wouldst hide me in the grave,
that thou wouldst keep me secret, until thy wrath be

past; that thou wouldst appoint me a set time, and re-

member me. Job xiv. 12, 13.

My soul! thou hast been viewing and reviewing some of the
blessed things connected with the glorious doctrine of thy Re-
deemer's resurrection, for several nights and mornings past; but
there is one more, in which that heavenly truth demands atten-

tion,'and which thou hast not even glanced at. Sit down and
ponder what will be the joy, the gratulations, the unspeakable
rapture which will result from the meeting of thyself! I mean
thou and thy body meeting together, after the long separation
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made by .the graye.; and alL the

flesh of. thine having seen corruption.' Figure:; to thyself what
an interview that will be, of soul and body! In this life, my
soul may truly.say to the body, Oh ! how exceedingly burdened

am I, day by day, from a union too dear to be parted from but

with pain; and yet too opposed, in all my pursuits and desires,

to what I am longing after in spiritual attainments, to wish

always to continue ! I know, that whilst I am now at home in

the body, I am absent from the Lord ; and still, so much am I

allied to thee, so dear art thou, that when the prospect of Sepa-
ration appears, though I know it is but for a season, nature

shrinks back and recoils ! There must be the clammy sweat of

death, and whatever it be, or in whatever it consist, there must
be a separation of soul and body. Therefore, like the apostle,
"
though in this tabernacle I groan, being burdened," yet it is

"not to be unclothed, but clothed upon, that mortality might be

swallowed up of life." Pause, my soul, and receive comfort
from the divine portion of the evening. Job comforteot himself
with it, and why should not you 1 Though death separate soul

and body, yet it is only to devour that corrupt part of the body
which is now so afflictive to the soul. The Lord will appoint

" a
set time," and remember. "_He will call, and thou shalt answer
him. He will have a desire to the work of his hands." More-

over, thy body, corrupt as it now is, and virtually all sin, yet
hath Jesus as much made it his purchase, as the soul. And
when the set time arrives, by virtue of his resurrection, thy body
shall arise, and thou shalt be among the first, when Jesus gives
the word, to descend, and meet thyself in the body, then no

longer disposed to interrupt thy purer joys, but as much alive

as thou art to the everlasting service, love, and praise of God
and the Lamb. Hail, thou glorious Restorer of all things! In

thy light shall I see light; and "when thou, who art my life,

shall appear, then shall I appear with thee in glory."

Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a corn of wheat
fall into the ground,, and die, it abideth alone : but if it

die, it bringeth forth much fruit. John xii. 24. .

How sweet and lovely is this similitude of the Lord's, in allu-

sion to himself ! See to it, my soul, this evening, that thou art

able to receive it. Thou hast been attending thy Lord to the
tomb: here behold the blessed fruits of his precious death.
When Jesus became incarnate, like a pure corn of the finest

wheat, he fell to the ground ; and when at his death,
" he made

Ms grave with the wicked, and with the rich inhis death," he fell

into the ground : and now what an abundant harvest of glory to

God, and salvation to souls* hath that death and grave of Jesus

produced ! Had Jesus never died, how would he have seen his
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i and therpleasure of the Lord prosper in his hand 1

,'JiestiS'not descended to the grave, how would he have be^en the

; life-giving, and soul-quickening root of all his Church and

'.people'-? But now, by this one precious corn of wheat falling
into the ground, and dying, how hath the garner of God been

filled, and is now continually filling with his seedl Precious
Jesus ! give me to see that I am thy seed, in the ever green and

flourishing verdure of my soul from thy quickening influence!

And let that promise of my covenant Father and God in Christ
be my daily portion: "As for me, this is my covenant with
them, saith the Lord : my spirit that is upon thee, and my. words
which I have put into thy mouth, shall not depart out of thy
mouth, nor out of the mouth of thy seed, nor out of the mouth of

thy seed's seed, saith the Lord, from henceforth and for ever."

He shall enter into peace ; they shall rest in their

beds, each walking in his uprightness. Isaiah Ivii. 2.
"

Here, my soul, is a sweet portion for thee to lie down with
this night, and every nigh$, until the night of death arrives, and

vthou droppest asleep in the arms of Jesus, to awake no. more,
till the everlasting morn arise that shall have no night. This is

the privilege of the faithful, who enter into the peace of Jesus,
and these are the beds they repose in ; yea, each of them, for it

is the personal enjoyment of each, and of all, to make Jesus
their rest. " This is the rest (saith the Holy Ghost, by this same

prophet, chap, xxvii. 12) wherewith ye may cause the weary to

rest, and this is the refreshing." And dost thou know it, my
soul, that Jesus is all this for thee to rest upon, for peace here,
and glory to all eternity1 Behold him in his person, behold him
in the fulness of his grace, his righteousness, his blood, and the

unceasing efficacy of his atonement and salvation ! Surely thou
hast both known him and rested upon him, under all these en-

< dearing views, and therefore cannot now need to inquire, what is

the rest of the weary, and the sure dwelling-place of the believer 1

Look at each sweet character and grace of Jesus, and mark how
suited they all are for his people, when buffeted bySatan, or

fatigued in the world, or tired with the many burdens and inter-

ruptions to their peace, which arise from bodily infirmities ;

look at each, and see what a bosom Jesus opens to receive, and
lull to sleep in his arms every lamb of his fold. If the tempter
should hiss from the " lion's den, and from the mountain of the

'leopards," how quie.ting is that voice which speaketh pardon and

peace, in the blood of the cross ! And what strength does faith

afford in Jesus's righteousness,
" to quench all the fiery darts of

the wicked !" If the world frown, if family cares and sorrows .

arise, or if any of those various afflictions which necessarily
arise out of a fallen state, abound to make this state wearisome,
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!^meirj; be3.s/:'^i)Bsifts ^wilt fier^ again4i}ll;;^ VI -^ -,

is^swjset refresnmiBnts^ *f In trieVbrld ya^shall have
butin^me-ye shall have peace." And if,'my spul?

lanifpm frailties, which daily and hourly harass thee,
from that body of sin and death .thou carriest about with thee, if

iHese>induce sorrow, ;as well they may, oh ! how blessed is it'.to

look up to Jesus under all, and view that blood which speaketh
jfor thee, more than all thy errors plead against thee !,. Here,
thou dearest Lord, wilt thou cause me to find constant support
ancl consolation in thee; and amidst all, I shall hear thy lovely

voice, saying,
" Come unto me all ye that are weary and heavy

laden, and I will give you rest." Lie down, then, my soul, this

night,
and every night, until thou takest thy last night in the

quiet bosom of the grave, upon the covenant promises of thy
God, in the sure and safe resting-place of thy Jesus, and his

jfinisned salvation. And as the waters of. the flood allowed no

resting-place for the dove, neither could she find place for the

pole of her foot, until she returned to Noah in the ark, so neither-

will the tribulated waters of sin, and sorrow, and temptation,
suffer thee to enjoy rest in any thing short of Jesus* which\the
ark of Noah signified.

"
Return, then, to thy rest, my soul,"

return to thy Jesus, thy Noah, thine ark, "for the Lord hath
dealt bountifully with! thee!" -

A feast is made for laughter, and wine maketh merry :

but money answereth all things. Eccles. x. 19. 1
, ? What feast is this which the wise man meant, and the wine
which, for true mirth, he would here recommend ? He could not
mean the laughter of the fool, for^that, he tells us elsewhere,

(chap., vii. 6,)
** is as the crackling of thorns under a pot." The

drunkard's song is but the mirth of the moment, which, like the

burning thorn, may blaze and flash amidst the midnight crew,
but suddenly goeth out, and leaves a total darkness. But if

Solomon had an eye to the feast which Jesus hath made, in the

inpuntain of the Lord's house, " a feast of fat things," where his

body broken, and his blood shed, are the food of the table, this

indeed is a feast made for real joy of heart, and "wine which
Cheereth God and man." (Judges ix. 13.) When the justice of
God drank of this blood of the Lamb, it was satisfied ; and
when the poor sinner hath tasted of it, his soul is satisfied also.

A;hd as "money answereth all things," because all things -are

procurable by it, so the redemption of Jesus answereth all the
wants of a sinner. He is meat to the hungry soul, and drink r;tp

the thirsty. He is a garment to the naked, and the medicine 6i^

life to the diseased. " I will cause them'? (saith Jesus) thai

love me to inherit substance, and I will fill their treasures."

Sit down, my soul, this eveningvan<l mark the striking.contrast.

11
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of the ^arnal} ar sKpri

^ h^re"nothing moire in'the eiy6ymeii|x>f jfien
cptntiipn to the brute that perishe.th, and the afiter^effect^ arejfcj

on the side of sorrow. The word of God hath described it,'ih\a

finished form of misery: "though wickedness be sweet in his

mouth ; though he hide it under his tongue; though he spare it,

and forsake it not, but keep it still within his mouth; yet the

meat in his bowels is turned, it is the gall of asps within him."

(Job xx. 12 14.) What an awful termination to a life of sen-

suality and carnal pursuits ! Sin and folly lead in the front, and

misery, and sorrow bring up the rear! But in the sweet feast

of Jesus, all is joy and peace in the Holy Ghost ; and the be-

liever sits down, as under the everlasting smiles of God, hearing
and Embracing the blessed invitation: "I have gathered my
myrrh with my spice, I have eaten my honeycomb with my honey,
I have drunk my wine with my milk : eat, O friends ! drink, yea,
drink abundantly, O beloved !" Blessed Lord ! be it my por-

tion, thus, night by night, and day by day, to hear thy voice, to

behold thy^countenance; and do thou, Lord, come in and sup
with me, and cause me to sup with thee, until thou take poe home
to thine eternal feast above, whence I shall rise no more; where
one everlasting banquet will remain, and the redeemed of the

Lord will live for ever " in the presence of God and the Lamb I"

Because thou sayest, lam rich, and increased with

gobds, and have need of nothing ;
and knowest not that

thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind,
arid naked

;
I counsel thee to buy ofme gold tried in the

fire, that thou mayest be rich
;
and white raiment, that

thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy
nakedness do not appear ;

and anoint thine eyes with

eye-salve, that thou mayest see. Rev. iii. 17, 18.
'

My soul ! take a leisurely view of what the Redeemer hath
here stated of the Church of Laodicea, and gather from it thine

evening improvement. What a melancholy representation hath
Jesus given ! It would have been bad enough to have been in

this state, even had the Church been seeking deliverance from
it ; but to fancy herself well when very ill, to have the spots of
death upon her, when she supposed herself recovered, \yhat can
"be more awful 1 See to it, my soul, that this be not thy case

?

ponder over the several characters here drawn, and mark well,
whether, through grace, thou hast happily been better taught ?

Ipost thou fancy thyself
"
rich, and increased in goods,' arid

having need of nothing T' Alas ! thou knowest that thou art

as poor as ever the circumstances of original sin and factual
transgression could make a sinner ; from thy first fathevAdflrn,
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thou hast derived a nature which is virtually all Mn,jand that

fralpri|^^
tibns and

5

"^ and are altogether

eafthiy.^ !^ th^ thou art insolvent

before God, and in"want of every thing. Hence thou knpwest

thy wretchedness and poverty by nature and by practice : for

v^ithout a view of Christ, and void of an interest in him, thou

art soiwretc&ed as to be lost for ever; so blind that thou wouTdst

not Have had even a knowledge of thy miserable state; ahd.so

naked that thou wouldst not have sought the
covering of Jesus's

robe of salvation, to conceal thy shame, either in this world, or

in that which is to come. And hath the Lord taught thee these

precious truths ? Art thou more and more sensible of the utterly

lost state of every man by nature] And after all that thou hast

attained in thy pursuit of the divine truths, hast thou arrived at

the same conclusion as the apostle, "that thou know;est nothing

yet as thou oughtest to know ?" - Oh! then, listen to the. gra-
cious advice of Jesus, and accept the counsel of that Wonderful
Counsellor ; buy of him all he recommends, for in him, and with

him, are deposited all graces. "In him dwelleth all the fulness

of the Godhead bodily." He hath gold, yea,
"
gold tried in the

fire ;" all grace, mercy, pardon, strength, faith, hope, love, holi-

ness; yea, every thing that can make 'a poor sinner rich. .Xruj
he hath white raiment to cover thee, even the spotless robe of his

own righteousness, which will not only conceal the shame of thy
nakedness, but when he hath washed thee from all thy pollutions
in his blood, will make thee appear comely in his comeliness,
that thou mayest appear before God and the Father justified and

complete in his salvation. And he hath the eye-salve, for-opeh-
,ing, the... eyes pf the spiritually blind, which will effectually,
uixder the anointing of the Holy Ghost, give thee to see ihy
nothingness, and the glory, fulness, and suitableness of Jesus !

What sayest thou, my soul, to these things'? Wilt thou not

accept the counsel of thy Jesus ? Yea, Lord, I do accept it on

my bended knees, with thanksgiving, love, and praise. And
more .especially, dear Lord, do I bless thee for thy 'bounty, .that

tbe purchase of these mercies from thee comes from thy free

grace, not from my ability. Jesus never proposed to the poor,
to merit what he freely gives ,

nor to the insolvent, who have

nothing to offer, to suspend his riches upon their merits. Thou,
Lord, art too rich to need anything from thy creatures ; and
the things proposed are too costly to be purchased ; yea, Lord.,

thpu hast thyself already bought them with a price no less d0ar
than thine own most precious blood. Hence, therefore, thou
wise, gracious, kind, and compassionate Lord, I pray for grace
to accept thy counsel, and to buy of thee gold tried in the fire,

dhd the white raiment pf thy righteousness, and the anointings
of, thy blessed Spirit, for I need them all, "without money, and
without price." ; ...'.'. . ,

"
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^ But.when the morning was, now^ome,
on the shore; but--hev'.(^sciples'kne^49t'
Jesus. .

r

rhen Jesus said unto them, Ghildren^ have ye
any meat? Johrixxi. 4j 5. ;

'.." i '."..'"'. '"
.

' .-''. r

. Every incident in relation to Jesus, and his love to his people'.
Becomes interesting; and here is a very sweet one. Jesus was
how :risen from the dead ; but his disciples had only faint and
indistinct notions of the immense importance of this glorious
event. They therefore were returned to their employment of

fishing, as unconscious of what .the resurrection from the dead
should mean. All night they had been employed in a fruitless

pursuit, arid when the morning began to dawn, Jesus stood on
the shore ; but their eyes were holden that they did not know
him. My soul ! learn from hence, that Jesus is often with thee,
often looking on thee, and often providing and preparing for

thee, while thou art ignorant of his presence and his love. He
speaks to them, before they speak to him. Yes; " if we love him,
it is because he first loved us." And what doth Jesus say

1

?

"^Children, have ye any meat ?" Precious account ofJesus ! My
soul, turn over the several blessed particulars shown in it. He
calls them children. Yes ; his people are his children, for he is

the everlasting Father, as well as their Husband and Brother}

indeed, he stands in the place of all relations, and fills all. .My
-

soul ! if thou .didst but consider this, and keep the remembrance
of it always uppermost in thine heart, how wouldstthou delight to

go to Jesus, as to "a Brother born for adversity; a Friend that

loveth at all times, and one that sticketh closer than a brother !"

Observe how earnest the Lord is concerning their present state

and safety. Oh ! that every child of God in Christ would learn

from hence how Jesus takes part in all that concerns them.

Surely this solicitude of Jesus takes in the whole of a believer's

warfare. Are they poor in this world
1

? Do they seek their

bread out of desolate places "? Like the disciples, do they toil-

all night, and gain nothing
1

? And shall not he, who providen-
tially caters for the sparrow, know

r

it and provide for therny
amidst all their manifold -necessities "? Look up, my poor afflict-

ed brother, (if perchance such a one should read these lines of

my Evening Portion ;) look up, I say, and behold Jesus in this

endearing instance of tenderness to the wants of his few faithful

disciples. He that caused a miraculous draught of fishes to

supply the pressing necessities of his disciples, can and will

equally now regard the state of all his redeemed-, under their

various temporal straits and difficulties. The promise is abso-

lute, and hath never failed : "Thy bread shall be given, and thy
Waters shall be sure, and thy defence shall be the munitions of
rocks." (Isaiah xxxiii. 16.) And as for spiritual famine,'<when
at any time the waters of the sanctuary run low, Jesus is the
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almighty Governor, our spiritual Joseph,through all the Egyptian
Btat&pfhjs people here below ; ani he speaks to ever^one^ y#i,
to tliee, my soul, in the number. Children, have,ye any meat1?
Lambi of God !

though thou art now in thine exalted states yet
not all the Church in glory above, nor all the hallelujahs of

heaven, can detain thee one moment from knowing, and visiting,
and supplying all the manifold wants of thy Church in grace here

belowI Doth Jesus say to me, " Hast thou any meat
1

?" Lordj 1

would answer, Thou art " the bread of life, and the bread ofGod ;

yea, the living bread, which cometh down from heaven, and

giveth life to the world !" Precious Jesus ! be thou my bread,

my life, my hope, my fulness, my joy, and my portion for ever 1

_Was not Esau Jacob's brother ? saith the Lord : yet
I loved Jacob, and I hated Esau. Malachi L 2, 3.

My soul! sit down this evening, and ponder over some few

particulars of the characteristics of grace, and behold its freeness,

fulness, unexpectedness, greatness, sovereignty, and undeserved-

ness; and yet, if possible, more astonishing than either in its

distinguishing operations. The Lord himself invites his redeem-
ed people to this blessed study ; and when a poor sinner can
receive it, and mark his own interest in it, nothing more tends
to humble the soul to the dust before God, and compels it. to cry
out, under a deep sense of it, "Lord, how is it that' thou hast
manifested thyself to me, and not unto the world ?" In this

demand of God, the question is decided and answered : "I haye
loved you, saith the Lord. But ye say, wherein hast thou loved
us?" or, as some read it, Wherefore hast thou done so, when we
were utterly undeserving of it 1 How is it, Lord, that thy grace
was so personally distinguished ? To which the Lord .replies,
" Was not Esau Jacob's brother 1 yet I loved Jacob, and hated
Esau." As if Jehovah had said, I have been pointing out my
distinguishing love from the beginning. Was not Esau Jacob's

brother; yea, his elder brother? And had any right of inheri-

tance arisen by birth, or from my covenant with Abraham, was
not Esau before Jacob! Yet to show the freeness and sove-

reignty ofmy decrees, before "the children were born, and^ad
done either good or evil," it was said by me, "The elder shall

serve the younger." Lord ! help me to bow down under a deep
sense of thy sovereignty, and to cry out with the patriarch," Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?" or in the pre-
cious words of the patriarch's Lord,

" Even so, Father, for s6 it

seemed good in thy sight;" My soul ! sit down, and trace the
wonderful subject all the Bible through; and when thou hast
done that, ponder over thine own experience, and fall low to tjie

dust of the earth, in token that it is, and.ever must be, from the:

same distinguishing grace alone, that one man differs from

11*



APRHT27,

fbr all that we ;have is what we first received^

is the distinguishing nature of grace,'*.
Wli

.but others^apparently the 'most worthless and un<Jeservihg. The
young mawin 'the gospel, full of good deeds, and, as he thought,
within a step of heaven, shall go away from Christ very sorrow-
ful ; while Pault in the midst of his hatred of Jesus, and making
havoc of his people, shall be called. Nay, my soul I look not at

these only, but look at thyself. Where wert thou, when Jesus

passed by and bid thee live? . How wast thou engaged, when
grace first taught thine eyes to overflow, and He that persuaded
"Japhelh to 'dwell in the tents of Shem, persuaded thee, and con-

strained thee by his lovel . And what is it now but the same

distinguishing love, and grace,
and favour, that keeps thee, under

all thy wanderings, and coldness, and backslidings, from falling

away! "Who but Jesus could keep the immortal spark of grace
from going out amidst those floods of corruption which arise

within
1

? Who but Jesus could prevent the incorruptible seed

from being choked for ever, which at times seems to be wholly
encompassed with weeds, or buried in the rubbish of thy sinful

nature ? Precious Lord Jesus ! let others say what they may,
or think what they will, be it my portion to lie low in the

deepest self-abasement, under the fullest conviction that it is thy
free grace, and not creature desert, which makes all the differ-

ence between man and man ! Oh ! for the teachings of the Holy
Ghost, the Comforter, to accompany all my views of this most
wonderful subject ! And when at any time pride would arise in

my heart, on any supposed excellency in me, compared to others,
or when beholding the state of the vain or the carnal, oh! for

grace to hear that voice speaking and explaining all :
" Was not

Esau Jacob's brother 1 saith the Lord ; yet I loved Jacob, and
Esau have I hated."

But Mary stood without at the sepulchre, weeping ;

and as she wept, she stooped down and looked into the

sepulchre. Johnxx. 11.

Behold,my soul ! in this woman, a delightful instance of what

thy love should he to thy Lord. If at any time thou dost miss

thy Jesus, and longest for his return, where wouldst thou expect
him i Surely at his ordinances, his word, at his throne of grace,
where Jesus-." feedeth his kids by the footsteps of the flock, and
beside the shepherds' tents." How do men of the world pursue
the object of their wishes, but where it is to be found ? Are they

thirsty 1 they haste to drink. Are they cold 1 they seek the fire.

Follow this plan. If Jesus be away, seek him where he hath di-

feeteii thee to come. So Mary waited at the sepulchre ; and as
dfie waited, she looked in, while she wept to see the place where



Street view of a sincere seekfer ?

e^are both engaged, and all the affections are/going, forth? in

ftesire. The angels addressed Mary. ; but thesight
:ofangelsVouid

iibt satisfy her, till Jesus himself came. It is worthy of remark,
that the first appearance the Lord Jesus made of himselfj after

he arose from the dead, was to this woman, put of whom he'had

cast seven devils. And it.is yet farther remarkable, that the 'first

words which Jesus spake after the glorious event of his resurrec-

tion, was to Mary Magdalene ! He passecj by the whole, of the

apostles to give Mary this distinguished honour. Mary stood at

the door of the sepulchre, weeping, but the apostles had returned

to their own home ; and the Lord Jesus rewarded that waiting.
" Woman," saith Jesus,

" why weepest thou 1" As if the Son
of God had said,

" What cause can there be now to weep, since

all the ruins of the fall are done away, and sin, death, hell, and
the grave, with all their tremendous consequences, are destroyed
for ever !" I hope I do not mistake, but I think this feature in the

character of the Lord Jesus is calculated, to dry up every tear

from every eye of his redeemed. It seems to speak in the Ian- .

guage of that precious scripture :
" For the people shall dwell in

Zion at Jerusalem. Thou shalt weep no more. He will be very

gracious
unto thee, at the voice of thy cry : when he shall hear

it, he will answer thee." (Isaiah xxx. 19.) My soul ! do not fail

to take with thee the many blessed improvements which the

waiting of Mary, and the grace of Jesus in thus rewarding that

waiting, brings with it. There is no interruption, no pause in
Jesus's love. In reading that sweet volume, there are no stops,
ho, not a comma, but what we ourselves make. And if'at any
time we find ourselves come to the bottom ofa page, full of the
relations of Jesus and his love, it is only to turn over the -leaf,

and there we find the continuation of the same blessed subject.
Now, my soul ! learn, from Mary, to take thy stand where she
stood ; not at, the sepulchre of Jesus, for he is risen, as he said,
and we are commanded not to seek the living among the dead ;

but we are to follow the Lamb whithersoever he goeth, and to

look at Christ upon his throne of glory. Nevertheless, as the

angels said to those who sought Christ at the tomb, " ComejSee
the place where the Lord lay," so we may by faith often view
that memorable sepulchre ; and precious will be the meditation,
as Mary's was. And, my soul, do not forget who it was thatled

Maryjhither, and gave her those sympathies, and at length con-
verted her sorrow into the most heartfelt joy. Oh ! it is blessed,
it is precious, to be kept in the way, "the good old way," of wait-

ing upon the Lord. He is always near, and though he may for
a while seem to conceal himself, yet he will be found of them
that seek him. He saith himself, "It shall come to pass before

iriy people call, I will answer; and while they are .yet speaking,
I- will hear. Then shalt thou cally and the Lord shall answer;
thou shalt dry, and he shall say, Here I am !" Blesisfed Jestis !
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dp ; thou "by me; do thou by all thy children who seek thee Bor-

rowing, as thou didst by Mary, and as thou ,dost by. all thy peor

pie : "Woman, why weepest thou T whom seekest thou ?" And
when our souls reply, '* It is Jesus alone we seek," oh ! then to

hear our own names called upon, as her's was, Mary! and in

such a way as to draw forth every affection of the heart in our

answer,
" Rabboni ! my Lord and my God !"

Jesus himself drew near, and -went with them; but

their eyes were holden, that they should not know him.

Luke xxiv. 15, 16.

My soul ! here is a most interesting subject proposed to thine

evening meditation, in this account ofan interview between Jesus
and two of his disciples, in the interval between his resurrection

and ascension. Sit down, and under the divine teaching, ponder
it well. Were the eyes of those disciples so holden, that they
should not know him, from some supernatural effect wrought on
their powers of vision, or was it induced from any alteration

wrought upon the person of their Lord ^ Probably there might
be a concurrence of both these causes. The effect accomplished
by this interview seems indeed to show it ; but it is profitable,

highly profitable, to exercise our meditation upon it, though the

point cannot be determined. I think it more than probable, that

death had given an aspect to Jesus, which in itself must have in-

duced a change. That face which once, in the days of his flesh,

brake forth as the sun when shining in his strength, at the mount
of transfiguration, might now have appeared with paleness, from
the sweat, and dust, and blood spread over the countenance.

But, however this might have been, so it was, their eyes were

holden, that they should not know him. Precious Lord Jesus !

cause me to learn from hence, that all the gracious manifestations

which thou art pleased to make of thyself to thy people, are of

thyself, and depend upon thy sovereign will and pleasure; and
causeme to learn, also, how very gracious thou art, to condescend,
at any time, by the sweet influences of thy Spirit, to reveal thy-
self to thy people, and to manifest thyself to them, otherwise

than thou dost to the world. And hence, Lord, I beseech thee,

very frequently to draw nigh, and go with me, as thou didst with
them ; and though mine eyes be holden, so as that I do not dis-

cern thee, yet, like them, thy gracious discourse will make mine
heart burn within me, while thou art talking with me by the way,
and while thou art opening to me thy scriptures. And, espe-

cially, do by me as thou didst by them, when at thy table, or in

thine house of worship ; give me an open communication of thy

glory "in breaking of bread, and in prayer." My soul ! do not

dismiss this interesting account of the appearance of Jesus be-

fore thou hast taken another view of thy Redeemer. It was a
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.solemn moment in which it took plaice.
The Son of God had

finished redemption-work; buthe was not as yet ascended to his

Father. Behold him for a moment, and contemplate his person
in that interval ! Jesus, in his human nature, though

" his visage
was.marred more than any man's, and his form more than the

sons of men," is yet said to have been " fairer than the children

of men, because grace was poured into his lips, and Jehovah
had -blessed him for ever." Arid as lie was altogether free from

sin, so was fhe " the altogether lovely.V And as he was now
raised from the dead, though not yet exalted to the right hand
of power, yet surely that human nature of Jesus, in union with
the Godhead, and worshipped by angels, must have possessed a

glory unspeakably blessed and divine. The way to judge of the

appearance of thy Jesus, at this time, is from the conduct of the

angels toward him. From their ministration to, him in the

garden and at the sepulchre, and especially their attendance on
him at his return to glory, it is easy to gather in what light they

gazed on Christ. Such an assemblage of glory as the human
nature ofthe Lord Jesus possessed, and derived from its personal
.union with the Godhead, called forth at once the love, and ado-

ration, and delight of all the angels of heaven. They saw holi-

ness in the person of Jesus, in all its perfection ; and every grace,
in .wisdom, truth, and knowledge, in their highest properties.
Hence their views of Christ may very safely be made the stand-
ard of ours. H[ail, then, thou blessed Emmanuel ! Let this in-

terval between thy resurrection and ascension be ever sacred to

my soul ! And while I behold thee as lovely, fair, and glorious, in

every eye, both of angels and thy redeemed, be thou increasingly
lovely and precious in mine also. And let it be my delight to

talk of thee by the way, and when lying down or rising, up.
And, oh ! do thou always draw near to me, thou blessed Lord !

though my dim-sighted apprehension of thee doth so often

prevent me from enjoying thy presence. Yet a little w'hile,
and thou wilt call me home, to behold thy glory unveiled with
a cloud, or any intervening object, where I shall behold thee as
thou art, and dwell with thee for ever. Amen.

The ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in

the sight of God of great price. 1 Peter iii. 4.

My soul ! where is this to be had 1 Hast thou considered il

in its importance, or in its attainment ; -whence it cometh, and
on whose account it is given ? Sit down, this evening, and pon-
der over it. What is a meek and quiet spirit, but grace, in all

its blessed properties and saving effects, keeping the heart and
mind through Christ Jesus ? Now mark some of the many pre-
cious things belonging to it. The fountain of it is God ; for " every
good .gift, and every perfect gift, is from above, and cometh
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idown frbiii the Father of lights ; with whom is no variableness,
neither shadow ofturning." (James i. 17.) It is also the purchase
of Christ's blood, and the fruit of the Holy Ghost ; and, so infi-

nitely important in its operation, that believers are said thereby
"to be made partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the

corruption that is in the world through last." (2 Peter i. 4.) And
what a lustre doth the possession of it impart to the whole man !

Being a portion of the same spirit which was given to the man-
hood of Jesus without measure, it produces a resemblance and
similitude in the character of every renewed soul to him. As a
fair and beautiful countenance gives a loveliness to the natural

form, so grace is that which gives the whole that can be called

blessed or engaging to the spiritual. Hence a poor man, with

grace in his heart, is infinitely more lovely in the sight of God
than the. persons of the great, void of it, though the .blood of

kings were to flow through their veins. It is this which is the

source, and it is this which gives the finishing gracefulness to the

whole man. And as it flows from God, so all its tendencies are

to God. Next to the person of Jesus, the grace of Jesus is, or

ought to be, the one earnest object and desire of every soul.

Until we have this ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, every
man by nature, in the sight of God, is of no esteem. There can
be nothing lovely or desirable in the unregenerate.

" He that

liveth in pleasure, is dead while he liveth," saith the scripture.

(1 Tim. v. 6.) And however, to our view, the actions of such may
carry with them much moral sweetness, yet as those actions are

not quickened from the Spirit of grace, they are no other than as

flowers strewed over the bodies of the dead. They are of no
esteem in the sight of God. The person must be first sanctified

by grace, and then the action follows. The Lord had respect

first to Abel, and then to his offering; but as to Cain, as he had
no respect, so neither could his offering be acceptable. (Gen.
iv. 4, 5.) My soul ! what saith thy experience to these things t

Hast thou this precious grace, this saving grace, this sanctifying

frace,

which flows at once from God the Father's gift, the

lood and righteousness of Jesus Christ, and the regenerating
influences of God the Holy Ghost

1

? Are those blessed effects

wrought in thee, which saving grace is sure to work 1 Is God's

glory your delight; his Christ your Christ; his salvation your
salvation 1 Hast thou felt the renewing, transforming, confirm-

ing, establishing principles of grace, flowing in from the spirit
of Jesus upon thy spirit, so that the new man is " renewed in

knowledge, after the image of him that created him
1

?" In a

word^ hast thou so beheld, as in a glass,
" the glory of the Lord,

that thou art changed into the same image, from glory to glory,
even as by the Spirit of the Lord I" If, my soul, thou hast thes_e

blessed tokens, these ornaments^ of a meek and quiet spirit,

which are in the sight of God of great price, then dost thou

possess that which all the world can neither give nor take away.
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Kit'cannot be gotten for gold , neither shall si]ver be weighed
ice thereof." Precious Jesus ! it is the purchase ofthe price

thy blood, it comes from the sovereign gift of God the Father,

and is the earnest of the Holy Spirit! Lord* seal my soul with

it "to the day of eternal redemption !"

Only fear the Lord, and serve him in truth, with all

your heart
;
for consider how great things he hath done

far you. 1 Samuel xii. 24.

How truly affectionate was this pastoral advice of the prophet
to Israel, in the close of recapitulating Israel's history, ana .God's

love over them ! My soul ! take this portion from Israel's history,
and apply it to thine own ; for the argument, and the reason upon
which the argument is founded, are one and the same, and thou
wilt find the same causes, both from interest and from received

mercies from Christ, to form the same conclusion. But at what

part of thine history wilt thou begin, or where wilt thou end, in

considering
" what great things" thy God, thy Jesus, hath done

for thee ? Wilt thou open with the consideration of .God's mer-
cies toward thee in nature, or providence, or grace 1 What arith-

metic will be competent to score the vast account, even in a
thousandth degree, of either of those departments, much more if

thouwertto study the subject in all! ' Who indeed can be suffi-

cient to note them down, or to state in order, as they passed
before him, the numberless events which testified divine favour,

during the long season of thine unregeneracy ? What a long
volume might be formed, in nature only, of the Lord's watch-

fulness, providings, preservings, and ordinations, in making all

minister and become subservient to our welfare! Oh! it is

blessed to consider, even if it were here only, what great things
the Lord hath done for us. And while we mark the footsteps of
his love, and note our wanderings from hirn; when we trace

back the wonderful subject of distinguishing mercy, and call to*

mind the graves of some, yea, many, with whom were spent our

youthful days, while we remain not only the spared, but, we
hope, the saved monuments of free sovereign grace and mercy ;

well may we exclaim, with one of old,
" Bless the Lord, O my

soul, and forget not all his benefits; who redeemeth thy life

'from destruction, and crowneth thee with loving-kindness and
tender mercies !" And if from the outer court of nature and
providence, our souls enter into the inner court of grace, and
there mark down, since the day of our regeneracy and the Lord's
effectual

calling, what great things he hath done for us, surely
it-would tire the arm of an angel to write the 'whole account.
Precious Lord Jesus! in thee, and by thee, and from thee, all
our mercies flow. Thou art the first, the last, the best, the com-
prehensive gift of God ; the channel of all blessings, temporal,
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spiritual, and eternal, through wllom all the streams

Father, Son, and HoJy Ghost, and through whom all lovaand

praise return ;
not only the channel through whom they come,

but the substance in whom they centre. . Thou hast purchased
them, and they are enjoyed wholly from our union with thee ;

and their continuation in grace here, and glory to all eternity,
must, result, from thee: all the covenant mercies of God in

Christ are " the sure mercies of David" on thy account ! Think,
then, my soul ! what causes thou art surrounded with, in the

great things God hath done for thee, to fear the Lord, and-serve
him in truth, with all thine heart! Close then the month 'as

thou hopest to close thy life on earth, with this sweet scripture ;

and as thou didst open the month in contemplating "the LORD
thy righteousness," as the same whereby thou art enjoined to

ball him, so now let thy last meditation, before thou droppest
to sleep in ending the month, be with the same. " He is" (as
Moses told Israel)

"
thy praise and he is thy God, that hath

done for thee these great and terrible things, which thine eyes
have seen." Be this, therefore, thy daily meditation, and thine

evening hymn : "to fear the Lord, and serve him ; for consider
how great things he hath done for thee." Amen.

MAY.

That thou mayest fear this glorious and fearful name,
THE LORD THY GOD. Deut. xxviii. 58.

My soul! thy morning meditation, in the opening of a new
month, was directed to that soul-reviving subject, the contem-

1

plation of the name of JESUS. Oh ! what rich stores of unknown,
unexplored treasures of mercies are folded in that one name of

thy Lord ! It will serve to heighten thy study yet more, and
tend to endear Jesus as increasingly precious, by pondering over

what the man of God taught Israel in the solemn words here

proposed to thine evening meditation. Every thing in Jehovah
is solemn. His sweetest mercies come to us with great sacred-

ness. It is impossible to receive them but with the lowliest re-

verence, even when the soul is made blessed in divine favours.

"We rejoice, indeed, but " we rejoice with trembling." And the

greater the mercies are, the more will the conscious sense of our

undeservings humble the soul to the dust before God. The Is-

raelites were taught by this scripture that the great design of

Jehovah, in all his dispensations, was to induce a suitable and

becoming reverence for this glorious and fearful name of THE
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LORD THEIR GOD. And his sacred name is here pt in

la^ge lifters,.by way of intimating its immense dignity and im-

portance. His name is glorious, because it sets forth how that

glory of Jehovah is manifested in his covenant-engagements by
CHRIST ; and his name is no less fearful, because it is by virtue

of those covenant-engagements that the LORD is pledged to bring
all the foes of Christ and his redemption under his footstool.

There seems to be a reference to the oath of Jehovah, when
Christ was introduced into his high-priestly office, that the Lord,
at Messiah's right hand, "would strike through kings in the

day of his wrath." (Psalm ex. 4, 5.) Andlt should seem nc

less evident that this very name, glorious and fearful' as it is,

was thus expressly proclaimed to intimate, that, by virtue of this

oath, Jehovah is engaged as much, on the one part, to fulfil this

threatenings, as, on the other, to make good the promises ; both

of which were rendered firm and irrevocable by the solemnity of

an oath. My soul ! ponder over these most sacred things with
a reverence suited to them. And in these awful days, in which
the Church of Jesus is now surrounded with the dreadful delusion
of heresy, in those who deny the Lord that bought them, see to

it, that thou art strong in the grace which is in Christ Jesus.

Oh ! the blessedness of "
knowing whom thou hast believed,"

that " thou mayest fear this glorious and fearful name THE
LORD THY GOD." The LORD thy GOD, in covenant : in his rela-

tion to thee in Christ, thy perfect redemption by Christ, and thy
acceptance in Christ, in his .finished salvation. Oh ! did the

sinner of every description and character but for a moment con-
sider what he is doing, who is looking to this glorious and fear-

ful name of the LORD GOD, without knowing him as HIS GOD,
that is Goi> IN CHRIST, the Mediator, and being accepted in him,
what dreadful trembling and apprehension of soul would it in-

duce ! Bless thy GOD, thy Jesus, my soul, who hath thus made
a sweet revelation of himself to thee, and not only taught thee,
but inclined thee by the teachings and influences of his Holy
Spirit, to fear " this glorious and fearful name THE LORD THY
GOD!" \

Thou sawest till that a stone was cut out without

hands, which smote the image upon his feet, that were
of iron and clay, and^brake them to pieces. And the
stone that smote the image became a great mountain,
and filled the whole earth. Daniel ii. 34, 35.

v Ponder well, my soul, this wonderful vision of the heathen
king, and mark its several features. If the Lord be abojit to
bless and comfort his people, how often is it d.one by ways the
most opposite and unlikely, according to our apprehension of

things ! It shall be accomplished even by their enemies, and
12
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tfrey/whq wish most to afflict 4ljem shall no! unirequently{be
made the unconscious instruments of doing the very reverse^ of

,

wfiat they intend ; as' in the instance before iis^ to which these

words in the writings of the prophet Daniel refer.- . The Church
was now hi captivity ; oppressed and brought very low : the

king, in whose dominions they were in their vassalage, a despotic

tyrant, whose word became the chief law. The Lord visits this

monarch's mind with a vision of the night; he is troubled with
what he had seen in his vision ; but when he awakes, the re-

membrance of what he had seen vanished. Daniel is blessed of

the Lord, both. to bring to his recollection his thoughts in the

night, and to give the interpretation of them. The king's heart

is, for the time subdued, and Daniel honoured with favour. But
the most eminent point of this vision was for the Church's com-
fort, and the Lord causedhis people to rejoice in the discovery of

it. The image to be destroyed represented the several monarchies
of the world, before the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ, and in

the order in which they should succeed each other. The Chal-

dean took the lead, and the Persian followed, to which suc-

ceeded the Grecian ; and during the fourth, which was the Roman
power, the Lord Jesus Christ,

" the stone cut out without hands,"
was to arise, which should destroy the image, become "a
mountain, and fill the earth." What a wonderful coincidence
of "circumstances must it have been, that made every minute

point in this representation to answer so exactly to Jesus, and
to him only ! The birth of Christ, produced without the inter-

vention of a human father, nothing could* more strikingly set

forth than the figure of " a stone cut out without hands." And .

the conquest of his spiritual kingdom was equally beautiful, in

the similitude of breaking ia.pieces "the image which stood on
his feet." And when what is said of Christ is considered,
which must finally be fulfilled in him, that " the kingdoms of
the world shall become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his

Christ, and he shall reign for ever;" who doth not, or will not
see the striking representation of " a mountain" springing up
from slender beginnings, "and filling the whole earth?" My
soul ! wilt thou not learn, this evening, from this very precious

scripture, to appreciate thy Jesus, and to behold how sweetly
scripture testimony confirms every thing concerning him 1 Teach
me, thou dear Lord, to view thee under those delightful charac-

ters; and while T trace back the history of thine incarnation,

low, humble, and despised, as " a stone cut out without hands ;"
oh! give me to contemplate thy glory in what most assuredly
shall be accomplished, when "like a mountain established on
the tops of the mountains, all nations shall flow to thee, and
thou shalt fill the earth." Divine Master! fill my soul with

thyself, and let this our land, and our people, be filled with tlie

knowledge of Jesus and his great salvation,
" as the waters

cover the sea !" , ,
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tnan, as of all the tribes of

|0ward tlte Lord. Zeckariah IK. 1.
' ?

V "<>r

Precious Jesus ! when shall this blessed scripture be accom-*

plished ? "The* eyes of man !" What man] Surely, as the

Church's glorious head, and as her glorious representative* the

eyes of our Lord Jesus himself were always from everlasting
directed to Jehovah his Father. But secondarily, and sttbordi-

nately, the eyes of thy redeemed, blessed Jesus, the eyes of man,
the eyes of every man, must ultimately, as the tribes of Israel,
be all toward thee for salvation. Thou indeed hast said,

*' Look
unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth ; for I am
God, and there is none else." (Isaiah xlv. 22.) Pause, my soul I

this evening, over this view of thy Jesus, for it is a very blessed

one, and see what improvements, under divine teaching, thou
canst draw from it. It is said, that as one of the tribes, yea, all

the tribes of Israel, every eye shall be upon Jesus. And how
suitable is it that it should be so! Is not God the Father un-

ceasingly beholding his dear Son in his engagements, as the
Mediator and Surety of his Church and people 1 Oh ! who shall

be competent to describe with what complacency and delight he
beholds him, in his glorious person, as the God and man, the

Glory-man; and in all his offices, characters, and relations]

Somewhat of this we may gather from what Jesus hath himself
said concerning the Father's love for his undertaking, and ac-

complishing redemption by his blood. " Therefore" (saith our

Jesus) "doth my Father love me, because I lay down my life^

that I might take it again." (John x. 17.) But the full appre-
hension of the love of the Father on -Ihis one account, cannot

perhaps be brought within the capacity of the human mind;
But if. God the Father loves Jesus as Mediator, and for his

undertaking, and is unceasingly beholding him with rapture oh
this account, it may serve at least to teach thee, my soul, how
exceedingly it becomes thee to look to Jesus for the same; and
that thine eyes, as the eyes of all the tribes of Israel, should be
towards the Lord. Dearest Lord Jesus! let mine eyes, mine
heart, my whole soul be fixed on thee, until every affection be

going out in desires after thee. I would trace thee, as the Old
Testament saints, who saw thy day "afar off, rejoiced, and were
glad." I would see thee as New Testament believers, who are

looking to thee, and " are enlightened, and. their faces are not
ashamed." I would see thee with the first dawn of the morn-
ing ;-yea, before the morning light, and "until the day break)
and the shadows flee away;" and until my beloved come to me
"as a roe, or a young hart, upon the mountains of Bether !"

Yes* precious Lord Jesus ! I would be sending the earnest long^
ings of my soul through the windows of the eye after thee, and
never give rest to my eyes, nor slumber to my eyB-lids, until
that blessed hour arrive, when no medium shall intervene to
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ptfvent' the full enjoyment of my goul in thee; and when a body
JF sin and death shall no longer weary my soul, in her enjpyr
ment of thee; but I shall then see Jesus as he is, and never
more lose sight of his lovely person, but live; in his presence,
arid Jesus in mine, for evermore.

'

,

~

And continued all night inj)rayer to God, Luke vi.

My soul ! contemplate thy Lord in the view here represented
of him. " Jesus continued all night in prayer to God." But did

Christ need to use prayer? Yes, as Christ* the sent, the

anointed, the servant of Jehovah, when he voluntarily stood up
as the surety of his people, at the call of God the Father. But
as God, " one with the Father, over all, God blessed for ever," he

prayed not; for all divine perfections were his in common with
the Father and the Holy Spirit, eternally, essentially, and unde-
rived. But, my soul, as thy representative, Jesus needed the use

of prayer, and hath both endeared it, and recommended it, by
his bright example. And observe the fervency and earnestness

of his prayers, by the length of time. For whereas one short

hour is found long by thee, (yea, sometimes in-that hour, what
coldness and deadness creep in !) thy Redeemer "continued all

night in prayer." And what were the subjects of his prayer,
but the salvation of his people'? He needed no prayer for him-

self, had not his love to us, and zeal for his Father's glory,

prompted his infinite mind to undertake our redemption. : But
when the Son of God became man for us, to make us sons of

God,, then our safety, peace, and welfare, both for this life and
that which is to come, occupied his divine mind, and led him
out " all night in prayer to God !" What an illustrious proof
hath Jesus given of this in his farewell prayer, the night pre-

ceding his suffering's and death ! As a dying father in the midst
of his family, behold how he commended his whole household
to God. "Keep, holy Father," (said he,) "through thine own
name, those whom thou hast given me, that they may be one, as

we are." My soul ! often let thy thoughts revolve on this ; and
in thy cold and languid moments in prayer, contemplate how
Jesus was engaged for thee and thy salvation. The sun wit-

nessed to the diligence of his labours by day, and the stars in

their courses testified of his earnestness in prayer by night. And
what is it now in his glorious office as Intercessor, but the all-

prevailing and unwearied exercises of the same? only with this

difference : in his exalted state his addresses are not by way of

prayer, or petition, as when upon earth, for all the high offices

of his everlasting priesthood and sacrifice are carried on by his
44
appearing in the presence of God for us." He appears in a

vesture dipped in blood, and as a>Lamb which hath beeii slain.

And his blood is said to be a speaking bloody for it speaketh to
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God for ;\is,<bn the ground of his merits and it speaketh front
God

to'iis, on the account ofGod's covenant grace rindmercy in Christ.

Ponder wellj my soul, these things; and, in the contemplation
of thy Jesus, never lose sight of the everlasting and eternal ^effi-

cacy of his blood and righteousness, nor of thy interest in both.

And when, at any time, thy poor, polluted, cold, and lifeless

prayersjfind no ascension, no strength nor energy, direct one

look, with faith, to the Lamb that is in the midst of the throne.

Behold him, whom the Father heareth always; and call to re-

rnernbrance, that it is the efficacy of his merits and intercession

which is the sole cause of thine acceptance before God and the

Father, and not thy earnestness, or the length of thy prayers.
Precious Jesus ! help me thus steadfastly and steadily to behold

'tribe in thy holy vestments of the everlasting priesthood of Mel-

chisedek; and then shall I be assured that neither my poor

petson, nor poor prayers, will ever be forgotten before God !

And when Jesus saw her, he called her to him, and
said unto her, Woman, thou art loosed from thine in-

firmity. Luke\xiii. 12.

My soul ! sit down this evening, and let the case of this poor
woman open to thy view some sweet subjects of instruction and

encouragement. Who knows, but that God the Holy Ghost may
graciously make thy meditation on it blessed in Jesus? The
Evangelist gives a short but interesting history of her. She was
a daughter of Abraham, and yet Satan had bound her : and that

not for a little space, but for a very long time, even to eighteen

years. Hence learn, that they who are within the covenant, are

not without affliction; nay, they become the very grudge and
hatred of Satan, on that account, and shall assuredly be made
sensible of his enmity. Do not overlook this part of the poor
Woman's memoir. It forms a distinguishing feature in the chil-

dren of the kingdom. Jesus himself hath said,
" Because ye are

hot of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, there-

fore the world hateth you." (John xy. 19.) And as to the length
of time in which Satan had harassed her, no doubt, there was
much mercy mingled with the exercise. Jesus knew all; yea,
permitted all, and sanctified all. It were devoutly to be wished,
that all the Lord's afflicted ones would ever keep this conviction

uppermost in their minds. I have often thought that we should
lose some of our highest enjoyments, if the Lord did not afford

occasion for the enemy to make use of some of his deepest cruel-

ties. A child of God can never be a loser by the -greatest exer-

cises, while Jesus stands by, regulates, restrains, and ultimately
blegseth all. The devil, as in the case of this poor woman,
meant nothing but evil ; but see, my soul, how Jesus at length
oveVruied it "fat good. And if the sdrrcw b& lengthened td

12*
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s-io the man -at?the pool:

j yet if the issue be glorious, it is the end that crosvaaen

the; &6tibn ;

?and in the mean time, the Lord can, ana" will minister

eighteen thousand consolations, to bear his children up under

them, and to make them "more than conquerors," through his;

grace supporting them. He can, like another Samson, makV
"meat come forth from the eater; and out of the strong bring
forth sweetness." How often have I seen a child of God
triumphing in weakness, when the power of Jesus hath been

resting upori him ! Yea, the very tear, which hath been stand-

ing in the eye from the pain of body, hath looked like a pearl
for beauty, from the spiritual enjoyments of the soul. But let

me take another view ofthis poor exercised-daughter ofAbraham !

Though bowed together by reason of this spirit of infirmity, so

as in nowise to be able to lift up herself, yet do not fail to re-

mark, my soul, that she did not absent herself from the house
of prayer. What multitudes are there, who plead sickness, yea,

trifling sickness, to justify their absence from the house of God !

AnoVwho shall say, what blessings may be lost upon those oc-

casions 1 Had Thomas not withdrawn himself from the meet-

ing of the disciples, at that memorable season when Jesus came
to bless them, he would have been spared the dreadful morti-

fication that followed. I^ad this poor woman not been in the

synagogue when Jesus visited it, who shall say how long might
the blessings she then found have been withheld, or when might
another opportunity have offered

1

? And it doth not appear that

this poor woman's attendance on worship was with the most
distant view of getting relief to her body, but for the cure of her

soul. She was indeed a daughter of Abraham, and, as such,

regarded "the one thing needful." She had at least learned th$

spiritual truth of that blessed saying of Jesus, whether, or not,

she had learned the Lord's sermon on the mount, and was

brought into the practice of it: ""Seek ye first the kingdom pf
God and his righteousness, and all these things shall be added
unto you." When Jesus saw her, he called her to him, -and
said unto her, ** Woman, thou art loosed from thine infirmity !'*

-r-It doth not appear that she made any application to Jesus tq
be healed. Sweet thought! "If we love him, it is because
he first loved us." Gracious as the Lord is to the cries of his

afflicted, he doth not always wait for their petitions. It is his

love, not our prayers; his free grace, not our constrained neces-

sities, that becomes the, rule for Jesus bestowing mercy. Q
thou dear Lord ! art thou now in the assemblies of thy people)
And dost thou not seek, and search out the poor of thy fold,
wheresoever they have been scattered " in the cloudy and dark

day ?" (Ezek. xxxiv. 11, 12.)-Pause, my soul, over this delight*
ful view of thy Jesus, in his grace, to this daughter of Abrja-

ham; and gather from it sweet instruction in all the,rernaifb

ing-infirmities under which thou art frequently bowed together,
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; whiph, mJihyself, or thine own sti^ngthvjthou act^o-
more able to: lift up :thyself^fthan this wpmanv ofth^;8ltot|^p^
Aitaham.; Learn from this relation, where, and in whom alpnej

thy strength is found. Oh ! for grace to live under the constant

enjoyment of strength in Jesus, and to say with that exerci$e~<i

servant of old :
** I can do nothing of myself: but I can do all

things through Christ who strengtheneth me." And shoulcl.tlie

Lora, in his providence, cause these lines to meet the eye ofany
son or daughter of Abraham, who is still under the same spirit
of infirmity, of a natural state in which they were born, I woiilH

say, Do as this poor woman did, diligently attend,the means oi

grace, and let nothing of soul or body hinder a constant waiting
upon the Lord: and depend upon it, Jesus will be there, and
will speak personally to your case and circumstances, and say,
'* Thou art loosed from thine infirmity !"

The top of Pisgah. Deut. xxxiv. 1.

There is somewhat truly interesting in this account of Ptsgah,
to which Moses ascended before his death. The relation, tio

doubt, was intended to convey seasonable instruction of a spiri-
tual nature, to all true believers in Christ, in their Pisgah-con-
templations of the promised land. My soul! sit down, this even-

ing^
and see what, under divine teaching, thou canst make of it.

Probably, thy Lord, thy Jesus, may grant to thy faith sights yet
more glorious than even Moses beheld in open vision, when he
went up to mount Nebo. "The top of Pisgah'' afforded to the
man of God a beautiful prospect of Canaan ; and as we are told,
that " his natural force was not abated, neither his eye become
dim,*' he might doubtless view the boundaries of IsraelVdomi-

nipns; which, in point of extent, reached but little more than .

fifty
miks in one direction, and about three times that length in

another. Indeed, we are informed, that " the Lord showed him
all the land ;" and the same power which gave him the prospect,
xyould doubtlessly give him a suited strength of vision for the

purpose. But what, my soul, are thy views on Pisgah's heights?
The utmost extent of the imagination cannot be sufficient to take
iiv what is opened before thee, of that "length, and depth, and
breadth, and height, of the love of Christ, which passeth know

;-

ledge !" And if he, who led Moses to the top of Pisgah, go with

thee; if the same Lord that showed him all the land, show thee
also "the glories to be revealed ;" think what blessings will pour
in upon thee,

" ofjoy unspeakable and full of glory." It is true,

th^r Pisgah views are in distant means of grace,-and the ordi-

rispces of worship, where, very frequently, clouds arise, and
dark'en thy prospects, nevertheless the word of Qod opens^ a

tru{3 rnap of that Juden, which is above, and which fVis the glory
of Jiir lands;" and God the Holy Ghost can, arid Will give/the
"seeing eye" to see, and the awafcened heart "to believe the'glo-
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fpiisjthings which are spoken -of the city of God. ??j And if Modes,
frftiri

-the first moment that the Lord spake to:him ";frora4,h

feush;" when the visions of God began, had been accustomecktO

febntehlplate in every thing the view of Jesus, and, like the otbtjr

patriarchs, had seen "his day afar off," so as "to rejoice and ibe

glad;" surely* since the Lord first called thee by his grace, and
was ?

pleased to reveal his Son in thee, thou hast had increasing
desires after Jesus, and increasing knowledge of, and communion
with Jesus ; arid therefore, on Pisgah's top, in thy evening medi-

tation, thou mayest find sweet anticipation of the glories of that

kingdom, which, ere long, thou hopest to enter into the full en-

joyment of, amidst the heirs of God, and the joint-heirs with
Christ. One sweet thought more the top of Pisgah opens to

the mind, in beholding the man of God going up to it: lonean
in that he went alonei the divine presence only being with him.
Here indeed is the very life of communion. The blessings Jesus

imparts, in Pisgah views, to his redeemed, are all personal and
alone. They are joys with which a stranger cannot intermeddle.
The "white stone," and the "new name," and the "hidden

manna," which Jesus gives, are all in secret :
" no man knoweth,

saving he that receiveth." (Rev. ii. 17.) My soul ! art thou ac-

quainted with these things 1 Are these among the privileges of

the true believer; and dost thou hope, after a few more revolving
suns have finished their daily course, and the shades of night are

.done aWay, to realize these glories, and enter upon the, everlast-

ing;possession of them 1 Get up then, by faith, in thy evening
meditations ; yea, hear Jesus calling thee by name, as he did

moses, an$- saying, Get thee up into .this mountain, Abarim, anid

behold theland which I have taken possession of for Israel ! Oh !

for grace and faith in lively exercise, to look often " within the

/veil, whither/our glorious forerunner is for us entered," and there

;behold Jesu's on his throne, and speaking in the same precious
words .as to .the. .Church of old :

" To him that overcometh, will

I grant to sit with me in,my throne, even as I also overcame, and
am set down with my Father in his throne." (Rev. Hi. 31.) And
while these spulirayishing triumphs of faith are upon the mind,
with all the warmth of holy joy j from Pisgafi's heights, surely,
like Simeon, the soul will then cry out in the same language as

he did, when he caught Jesus. in his arms; " Lord, let thy ser-

vant now depart in peace, according to thy word ; for mine eyes
-have seen thy salvation."

Fear none of tho^e things which thou shalt suffer. Be-

hold, the devil shall cast some ofyou into prison, that

ye may be tried
;
.and ye shall have tribulation ten days.

/Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown
. ii. 10. '

;
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;soul ! ^thy last evening mfpUtatipn, by i

gaji's. top. This evening, idp tliou ; attend to \y%t itjjy'.. Sa^ibu*jr

speaks-in this scripture of the prospect of a prispn^ THis
the state and condition of the believer. The transition lie is

times* and suddenly, called to make is, from the house o

ing to the house of mourning. He is here but by a wildernes$
at 'the best; and whatever accommodations he meets witluby
the way, the apartments of joy and sorrow are both unpTer^he
sariae roof, and very often it is but a step from one to the other

j

yea, sometimes, and not unfrequently, when Jesus .hath been

feasting with his people, and they with him, before the cloth hat&.

been taken away, and the blessings offered up, a reverse of eirr

cumstanceshath followed. But what saith thy Lord in this sweet

scripture (for it is a sweet one, if well considered) ? " Fear none
of those things which thou shalt suffer." There is a fear which

belongs .to our very nature, and impossible wholly to be. free

from; it is indeed part of ourselves. No creature of GopVbut
one, .and that is the Leviathan, that we read of, is wholly v

free

from it. (Job xli. 33.) The blessed Jesus himself, when as-

suming our nature, condescended to take all the sinless infirmi-

ties of our nature, and therefore was subject in some degree to

it; for we are told that " he was made in the likeness of sinful

flesh," (Rom. viii. 3.) Hence, we read, that his holy soul,
when in the garden, was "sore troubled, sore amazed, and very
heavy." Listen, my soul, to these complaints of thy Redeemer!
And when at any time fear ariseth within at the conflicts of Sa-

tan, recollect how Jesus felt during his unequalled agony. One
look, by faith, directed to him, as in the garden, will quiet all.

** Having himself suffered, being tempted, he knows how to

succour them that are tempted." But, besides this nctfura/fear,
to which our nature is subject, there is a sn/Wfear, which unbe-

lief, doubt, and distrust, too often bring into the soul. And it is

this, if I mistake not, to which Jesus hath respect in his precept
before us. All hell is up in arms to harass and distress a child

of God ; and if the devil cannot deprive the believer of his hea-
venlv crown, he will rob him as much as possible of his earthly
comiwt. Mark, then, my soul, what thy Jesus here proposeth for

relief, The devil would cast thee into hell, if he could; but his

rage can 'reach no farther than to a prison. He would cast the

whole Church, if he could, into it; but it shall be only some pf
the Church. He would cause the confinement, if he could, to be

for ever i but Jesus saith, it shall only be for ten days. And the

Holy Ghost hath caused it to be left on record, as 'a thing much
to be observed, that when the Church was in Egypt, and Pha-
raoh would have kept the people in vassalage for ever, yet when
the Lord's time before appointed, was arrived,

" the selfsame

night,
the Lord brought them forth with their armies." (Exod.

xii. 41, 42.) Oh ! it is a subject worthy to be kept in everlast-

ing remembrance, that "The Lord knoweth how to deliver the
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'godly out of temptation." Now, my soul, ponder well titese

things; and connect with them what Jesus hath connected with
the subject in that sweet promise :" Be thou faithful unto death;
and I will give thee a crown of life." Precious Jesus ! puUAy
fear in me; and the fear of man, which bringeth a snare* will

'depart. Be thou^with me in trouble, and my trouble will be
turned into joy. Should a prison shut me in, no prison can shut
tkee out. Every distressing thought will be hushed asleep, while

by faith I hear my Lord speaking to me, in those soul-comforting
words: "Fear thou not, for I am with thee; be not dismayed,
for I am thy God. I will strengthen thee ; yea, I will help thee ;

yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of my righteousness."

(Isaiah xli. 10.)

And he called his name Noah, saying, This same
shall comfort us concerning our work, and toil of olir

hands, because of the ground which the Lord hath

cursed. Genesis v. 29. .

I still think, and believe that I always shall think, that holy
men of old possess great superiority of faith to New Testament

believers, in the attention they paid to the choice of names given
to their children. Our choice, for the most part, is from caprice,
or respect to our relations or earthly connections: they had ah

eye to heaven. Thus, in the instance before us, Lamech evi-

dently called his son Noah, which signifies rest, in reference to
" the rest which remaineth for the people of God !" and, as such,
had an eye to Christ, the promised seed, in whom alone that rest

was to be found. I do not presume to suppose that Lantech

thought this child to be himself the promised seed, as our first

mother Eve did at the birth of Cain, when she said,
" I have got-

ten a man," or, as it might be read, "the man, from the Lord."

(Gen. iv. 1.) No doubt, she considered this her first-born son
to be the very man, the Ishi, promised : and hence, when her

second son was born she called him Mel, which means vanity ,

thereby intimating, what is indeed true, that every other man
but the God-man is but vanity. Poor woman ! how sadly mis^

taken she found herself! But though Lamech had not such high
views of his son, as to suppose him the very Christ, yet in call-

ing him Noah, it should seem probable, that he desired, in the

remembrance of this child, to keep up an eye to Christ in him
as a rest, and his son as a type of Christ, which Noah eminently
was. And indeed the latter part of Lamectts observation seems
to confirm it :

" This same shall comfort us concerning our work
and toil, because of the ground which the Lord hath cursed;"

.It would be a strange, not to say an unnatural thought, in a ten-

,der parent, to take comfort in the prospect of a son's arriving to

manhood, to take off all toil and labour from his parents, that
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they might enjoy ; ease ; which would toe the case had Lantech

meant nothing more than the rest of this mortal life. In this

.sense, indeed , what is the curse here spoken of, and how could

the labour of Noah take it away ? But on the suppositionUhat
Lantech was so well taught of God, as to be looking forward to

the day of Christ afar off^
and under the believing expectation of

Christ's coming in the fulness of time, who would take away
the cwse, by being made both sin and a curse for his redeemed j

he called his son Noah, that he might, as often as he should look

upon the child, remember Christ. There is somewhat very
sweet and striking in this circumstance, which may serve to ex-

plain why the Holy Ghost hath thus caused it to be so particu-.

larly recorded. My soul ! gather a sweet improvement from
this scripture, and do not fail to observe how graciously God the

Holy Ghost dealt with the patriarchs, in causing, by so many
ways, the one glorious event ofJesus and his salvation to be kept
alive, in ages so remote from the accomplishment of redemption.
And what hast thou to comfort thyself with, concerning thy work,
and the toil of thine hands 1 "What is thy rest, because of the

ground which the Lord hath cursed 1 Hast thou thy Noah, thy-

Jesus, who is thy hope, thy rest, thy righteousness 1 Precious,

precious Noah ! I would look up to thee, my Lord Jesus, and

say, Thou hast comforted me, thou dost comfort me, under all

the toil and sweat of brow in which I eatmy daily bread ! Thou
hast taken away,the curse of the ground, and art indeed thyself
the whole blessing of it. Thou, blessed Jesus! art the rest

"\vherewith the Lord causeth the weary to rest; and thou art;

the refreshing !" (Isaiah xxviii. 12.)
" Return then to thy rest,'";

thy Noah, " my soul, for the Lord hath dealt bountifully with,

thee." . (Psalm cxvi. 7.)

Ye know the heart of a stranger. Exod. xxiii. 9.

/True, Lord II do indeed ! for I was once a stranger in a strange
land, even in the land of spiritual Egypt. My soul ! wilt thou
not find it profitable to look back, and call to remembrance thy
original nothingness ; yea worse than nothing, when Jesus passed
by and bade thee live"? It is among the gracious precepts of

the Lord, "to look to the rock whence thou wert hewn, and to

the hole of the pitwhence thon wert digged." (Isaiah li.-I.) And
never surely was mercy more seasonable, more abundant, more

unexpected, unlocked for, and unmerited, than when bestowed

upon me! And doth my Lord say,
" Ye know the heart of a

stranger?" Oh ! for grace rightly to apprehend that state out of-

which the Lord brought me, when living as a stranger to the-

commonwealth of Israel,
" without hope, and without God in the

world1" Thou knowest the heart of a stranger, my soul; say
then what it was. A stranger to any knowledge of God the

Father; ignorant, blind, senseless, unconscious of sin, and n
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conscious of danger. And what a stranger to thee, thou blessed

^$rd^esu;s4 I knew thee not,! loved thee not* I desired thee not.

-Thy love; thy grace, thy pity, thy mercy ; these were thoughts
%-hich never entered my breast. Neither thy person, nor thy sal-

vation, the merits of thy blood, nor of thy righteousness, were
ever in my view or regard ; yea, contempt of thee, and of thy
people, thy sab

(

baths, thy word and ordinances, would have been
more the pursuit of my heart than of thy love.

' And so total a

stranger was I to the idea of any saving change to be wrought
upon the heart by regeneration, that, concerning the Eternal

Spirit, and his divine agency upon the soul, never had I so much
as heard " whether there was any Holy Ghost !" My soul ! was
this ^indeed thy case, as thou once didst stand before God?
"Dead in trespasses and sins-;" and every moment exposed to

the tremendous horrors of the "second death," where thou
wouldst have been a stranger to any lovely view of God in Christ
to all eternity !-" Dost thou know the heart of a stranger ?"~
Pause and describe, if it be possible, what must be such a state!

Arid then look round, and behold the multitude of souls that are

so how, and say, dost thou not feel for the stranger, since thou
wert once a stranger in the land of Egypt

1

? Oh! ye that are

yet in nature's darkness fast bound in misery and iron, strangers
and aliens, afar off and enemies .to God by wicked works, "oh!
consider this, all ye that forget God, lest he pluck you away,
arid there be none to deliver you !" Lord ! I desire to be hum-
bled to the dust before thee, to ascribe all to distinguishing grace,
arid everlastingly to be crying out with the astonishment of the

apostle :
"
Lord, how is it that thou dost manifest thyself to me,

and not unto the world ?"
'

The transgression of the wicked saith within my
heart, that there is no fear of God before his eyesi

Psalm xxxvi. 1.

How striking is this scripture, and how true! Yes, my.soul;
thou needest not to look abroad into another's heart to see ini-

quity, for at Home, in thine own, a voice may be heard conti-

nually proclaiming it. Renewed as thou art by grace, still thou

feelest the workings of corrupt nature; and "though," as/the

apostle said,
" with thy mind thou thyselfserves! the law of God,

yet with thy flesh the law ofsin." (Romans vii. 25.) Pause over

the solemn subject, and observe the workings of/a body of sin

and death, which is virtually all sin : "The carnal mind," the

apostle saith,
" is enmity against God" (Romans viii. 7)> not

only an enemy, but in enmity, so that the very nature is so;; it

is averse, naturally averse to God, and is everlastingly rising in

opposition to his holy law. And this not only (as some have

supposed / but all men, if they would confess the truth, find to
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tlie cQnttar^ e&fifo)?e;a iwork ofrgrace hath passed upon the soul,

ljut fr//0 ^^Else^Uerefpre doth ^the apostle sljy the fiesjirlust-

eth against the spirit, and the spirit against the flesh ; and these

are contrary the one to the other, so that ye cannot do the things
that ye-would ?" (Gal. v. 17.) He saith this to the regenerate,
to the Church at large* And consequently this conflict is after

grace hath been manifested to the soul, and not before, A sinner

unawakenedmay indeed feel at times compunction of conscience,
and be alarmed at what will be the consequence of his sins ; but
these are only the alarms of conscience, not the workings of

grace.- and for the most part these alarms are but momentary.
His affections are all on the side of sin. His soul still remains

"dead in trespasses and sins ;" and he himself, like a dedd fish,

swims down the stream of sin uninterrupted, without resistance,

and; without concern. But when a child of God is renewed, and
the soul that was before dead in trespasses and sins, becomes

quickened and
regenerated,

then it is that the conflict between
the renewed part in grace, and the unrenewed part in nature,

begins, and never ends'but with life. My soul ! hath the Lord

taught thee this, made thee sensible of it, and caused thee to

groan under it I Dost thou find this heart of thine rebelling

against God ; cold to divine things, but warm to natural enjoy-
ments ; framing excuses to keep thee from sweet communion
with the Lord; and even in the moment of communion, running

1

off with a swarm of vain thoughts, that " like the flies in the oint-

ment of the apothecary causeth it to send forth an ill savour 1"
Are these in thy daily, hourly experience ? Why then the trans-

gression of the wicked saith within thine heart, and not another's7

for thee, this solemn truth, there is no fear of God at such sea-

sons before the eyes of thy sinful body ; for "
by the fear of the

Lord, men depart from evil." (Prov. xvi. 6.) Oh ! precious,

precious Jesus ! how increasingly dear, under this view of a na-
ture so totally corrupt, art thou to my poor soul ! What but the

elternal and unceasing efficacy of thy blood and righteousness
could give my soul the smallest confidence, when I find that I

still carry about with me such a body of sin and death 1 Let those
who know not the plague of their own heart, talk of natural good-
ness ; sure I am, there is nothing of the kind in me. "I know
that in me, that is in my flesh, dwelleth no good thing." And .

were it not, dearest Lord, for the holiness of thy person, blood,
and righteousness, the very sins which mingle up with all I say
or; do, yea, even in prayer, would seal my condemnation. Lamb
oft God ! it is the everlasting merit of thy atonement and inter-

cession, thy blood sprinkled upon my person and offering, by
Which alone the justice of God is restrained and satisfied, ^nd
that it breaks not forth in devouring fire, as upon the sacrificeof

old, to consume me upon my very knees 1 Blessed, blessed for

eve* be God for Jesus Christ!
W;M -

. --.-- .- is-- .- ... . ". ;.-.. ~.
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s What can be more blessed to a poor conscious sinrter, such,

my soul, as. thou art from day to day, than the glad tidings the

Holy Crhost hath here proclaimed, by the ministry of his servant

the,apostle, in these gracious words. Sit down, this evening,
and, under his divine teaching, ponder them duly over. A poor
guilty sinner needs a rich and holy Saviour. That he cannot

justify himself in the sight of God, is most evident, for the least

.guilt .left upon the conscience would condemn him for ever. He
cannot be justified by the deeds of the law ; for by the lawis
the knowledge of sin, and in the law we learn that we have all

sinned, and come short of God's glory. He cannot be justified

;by the offerings and sacrifices made under the law of Moses ;

for how can the blood of bulls and of goats take away sin? By
what then, or by whom, my soul, canst thou be justified 1 Hear
.what this sweet scripture saith: " By him," that is, by,the Lord
Jesus Christ, "all that believe are justified from all things.." Oh;!

how blessed is the view ! how completely satisfying to the..con-
science is the redemption by Christ Jesus,

" whom God hath set

forth as a propitiation, through faith in his blood!" Andidio

,npt fail to observe the extenstveness of the blessing ;
it is; oil

that believe, yea, every individual believer ; for the blood of

^Christ cleanseth from all sin; and the righteousness of Christ,
in,a way ofjustification, is to a//, and upon all that " believe, for

there is no difference." And do not fail also to observe the
I1 equality" of the mercy in justification ; it is " to all the same.".
So that, though believers differ in the strength of their faith, and
ini the different degrees of that faith, yet respecting their interest

in Christ, and their union with Christ, the weakest, as well: as

the strongest, is. equally justified, and equally secure. And for

this plain reason; because the object of faith, which is Jesus,
is one and the same, and "justification is in and by Christ,.and
doth not arise from the degree of apprehension the believer hath
of it. Sweet thought to a poor timid believer! Hence the

everlasting safety, both for acceptance in grace here, and the en-

joyment of glory hereafter, is to all the same. And however the

Lord, in his infinite wisdom, may think fit to appoint different

paths for believers' departures out of lifethough some, like

the apostles, shall be called to seal the testimony of their faith in

Christ, in blood, and wade through this Red Sea (if it .may; si)

be called) to join the multitude on the opposite shore, who? are

shouting. the song of Moses and of the Lamb, whilst others

sweetly fall asleep in Jesus on their beds, quiet and composed,
amidst surrounding friends .ye.t, in the act of justification, all

are alike. :
Jesus taketh the lambs of his fold in his arms, and

they.shall lie in his bosom, while he leads the strong. In short,
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fall thftt larejinmnign with Christy do :ttte in Christ, and shall ffre

v|ft Gferist*whether ythev be
^^

little chUdrenryouiig men, or fathers;

pretty him'all that believe are justified from: all thins^'from
which they could not be justified by the law of Moses.T'' ISee,

nSy;8pul, that ;thou hast this faith, which is of the operation of

j|he- Spirit of God, and then lie down, thia night, and every night,
witli the composure of one that is in a state ofjustification with

God, Shaving peace with God, through Jesus Christ bur Lord.'*

, i' ... i .''.'-

For I know the thoughts that I think towards you,
saith the Lord ; thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to

you an expected end. Jeremiah xxix. 11.

soul ! thou art "looking for the mercy of thy Lord Jesus

;hrist unto eternal life." This is thy one object, and that one

object- is centered in Jesus. But in the view of this thou art
s

.sadly put to it at times by thwarting providences that seem to

'come between. It would be a blessed help to thee, hadst thou

grace always to keep in remembrance what the-Lord saith -in ibis

blessed scripture : "I. know the thoughts that Inthink towards

you4s-thoughts of peace, and not of evil." And how triily^l*
8

filled are these things in the redemption by Jesus ! In him the

foundation is laid for the accomplishment; and "he is of one

mind, and who can turn him?" Be the outward appearances of

things what they may, yet the Lord is everlastingly pursuingone
and the same invariable plan of mercy. His providences may
~vary^ but his grace never can. It is the deficiency of our faith,

and not a defect in the covenant, which makes a beUevingisbul
to stagger, and call in question divine faithfulness. " I said,"
saith the Church, (at a time when the stream of that river which
;makes glad the city of God ran low), "Lsaid*, my strength and

any hope is perished from the Lord." But how did the Church
correct herselfsoon after !

" The Lord is my portion," saith she,
^therefore will I hope in him." (Lam. iii. 18,24.) It is blessed

to rest upon the Lord's own^words, and to give credit to what
hie hatlupromised, when, according to all appearances of things,
-there seemeth an impossibility to the performance of them.
This indeed is faith, and faith in her best dress and character.

rltis no longer faith, when the thing promised is come to pass :

Ihis is not trusting God, but receiving payment from God. But
when God's thoughts towards us find, through his grace in our

hearts, corresponding thoughts towards him, of his truth and
"

faithfulness, then what ever happens by the way, the soul of the
^believer is kept in peace, because he knows that he shall have an
expected end of peace, and not of evil. Oh ! then, for grace to
be everlastingly hearing the Lord's voice in all his dispensations I

iSeevtoiti my soul, that under all trials, all exercises, all dimcul-

ties^be they what they may^as there can be no trial of whwh
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fti% entertaining and cherishing
1 the same good thoughts- ofhim

fer fever ! for he it is that s^ith " I :know the thoughts that^T
think tpwards you ; thoughts of peace and not of evil, to' give
jrou an expected end."

V

I sat down under his shadow with great delight,
and

his fruit was sweet to my taste. Song ii. 3. ~
.

My soul! hear what the Church saith concerning
1 her Lord.,

in those early and distant ages, before thy Redeemer became ife

carnate, and mark the strength of her faith and love. Did Old
Testament saints thus sit down with a recumbency on the peR
son, work, and finished salvation of Jesus, as those determijieid

to rise no more, when they beheld Christ only through
" the sha-

dow of good things to come ;" and shall not thy rest in Christy
and thy enjoyment of Christ, be equal, and even greater thair

theirs 1 For shame, my soul ! let it never be said, that their

views of Jesus, who was then yet to come, and had all the vast
work of redemption to perform, were as lively as thine, or :their

delight in those fruits of his salvation, which they partook of by
anticipation, sweeter to the taste, than they are now enjoyed'by
thee. Thou hast lived to see the whole completed, and canst,
and dost look up, and behold thy Jesus returned to glory, having
"finished transgression, made an end of sin," and now for 'ever

seated at the
1

right hand of God. Oh, thou dear Redeemer ! give
me to sit down under the sweet revelations of thy word, and in

the;gospet ordinances of thy Church, and here by faith realize .

and substantiate all the blessings contained in the glories of
HhyL:

person, the infinite and eternal merit and worth ofthy righteous*
ness, blood, and salvation ; and have my whole soul, and bod

jf;

and spirit, continually feasted with the rich fellowship andcom'^
munion which there is to be enjoyed with the Father, arid with;

his Son Jesus Christ. And surely, Lord, thou art all, arid;

infinitely more than is here said of thee by the Church. Trrolf

art a shade for protection from every thing which can assault a

poor weather-beaten soul harassed by sin, by sorrow, and temp-
tation. Well might the prophet describe thee as " the MAtt tha"t

is as an hiding-place from the wind, and a covert from the;tenrr .

pest; as rivers of water in a dry place, and as the shadow' of a;

great rock in a weary land." (Isaiah xxxii. 2.) I find thee

uecessary as an hiding-place to shelter me from the wrath to

come. I have sinned, and am justly exposed to the wrath of
0o.d. I find the accusations of conscience, the arrestsiof God'ir

law, the temptations:of Sataji, the alarms ofjustice j and, undlf
5

these, what but thy blood and righteousness can



an hour of jrisitation| ^Bufe

jy thy great salvation,fif^<|:
^ neecls'to protect and secure me .from ; the storm,

".when the blast of the terrible ones is as aTstorm against the-

v^iyV JBut, my ,spulj this sweet scripture doth not only :set^

bejfp^^hee thy God and Saviour as a shadow to_ sit, under fpr

protection, but as affording fruit also, to refresh thee in thy want
of sustenance. Like some rich, luxuriant, and generous tree,

r

which not only shelters the traveller from the scorching heat,
but holds forth on its branches delicious fruit to .regale and

satisfy for food, so Jesus, by his person, work, and righteous-

ness, protects his people from all evil ; and, by the fruits of his"

bipod and redemption, supplies them with all good. Yes!
blessed, bountiful Lord, thou art here again all these, and

infi^

nitely more; for the fruits of thy life, death, resurrection, as^

cension, and glory, give to thy redeemed, mercy, pardon, and

peace, with all the fulness of covenant-blessings in this life, and

everlasting happiness in the life to come. O Lord ! grant me,
then, day by day, and from night to morn, to sit down under

thy shadow, that I may " revive as the corn, and grow as the
vine." Yea, Lord, I would so sit down, as one that had deter-

mined to rise no more ; and having found thee, and, in thee, all-

I need, to bid adieu to all the world holds dear ; and, like Paul,,
"count all things else but dung and dross, that! might win.

Christ, and be found in thee, the Lord my righteousness." *

He turned their heart to hate his people
Psalm GV. 25.

Oh ! precious scripture ! what a blessed discovery ishere made I

Nejyer should I have known, never thought, that the hand ofmy
God was in a dispensation like this. Henceforth, my soul, re-

member, when at any time the world is oppressing thee arid;

opposing thee, yea, when even "
thy mother's children are,

angry with thee," look deeper than the surface, and behold bojh
ttie Lord's wisdom and the, Lord's appointment in the exercise.

And dost thou ask wherefore 'the 'Lord should dispose the heart

of tl)e believer's foes to hate his people 1 the answer is at

hand,: it is to keep his people from "mingling with the hea-

then, and learning their works." Nature cleaves to nature;
and the dispositions in flesh and blood are in all the same. If

God, therefore, turn the hearts of those we are too fond of to

treaty us with unkindness, and reward our love with hatred,

t^is process will; do more to separate the precious, from the

vile, than all the Lord5? precepts : yea, more than a sense of
oui own danger. How much disposed art thou, my 'soul, to

8eeJ^;ithe
favour of ,,the wor]d ! how frequently dost thou. study"

^ctoiHate the affections of those that differ frdtti thee in the,.'
'

" '

"-" 13*"
' " ' '
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of God. Jesus* who-knows this^ Beholds it, aria

r itito hev He gpaciously causetb; sbioe^ecrei^o^^
to

spring;out
of this root."

;The heart we wisjrtb-be -pWSr''
rf^; friendly,

is led to manifest unprovoked unMadness ; and
wtterawe are looking for most pleasure, there we fini most palii.
Arid in all this: Jesus's love and wisdom are at-the found atiori.

No dispensation would answer tire purpose to correct bur way-
ward choice but this : and it is blessed to see how the Lord- ac-

Qomplisheth the secret purposes of his will, by means so oppo-
site to our calculation. Mark down this sweet scripture for the

special purpose of improvement, under exercises like these. Arid
when at any time the false reproached of one, or the unprovoked
anger of another, in a carnal world, make thee sad, recognise the

hand of Jesus in the dispensation, and read this blessed passage
in proof :

" He turned their heart to hate his people."

An Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile. Johni. 47.

And what are we to understand by our Lord's account^ in

this short but sweet history of Nathanael^ of an "
Israelite, iii-

deed, in whom is no guile 1" If, my soul, thou wilt do as thou
art directed, (1 Cor. ii. 13,) attend "to the things which the

Holy Ghost teacheth, comparing spiritual things with spiritual';"
thou wilt soon arrive at a proper apprehension of the Lord's ac-

count, of "an Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile." It is our

mercy, that, on a point of so much consequence, we are not left

to mere conjecture: for the Holy Ghost hath himself pointed
out what it is to be without guile, in one of the psalms of Da-
vid; (See Psalm xxxiL) And in his comment upon it, by the

apostle, (Romans iv. 612,) he hath followed up the same doc-
trine more fully.

" Blessed (saith he) is he whose transgres-
sion is forgiven, whose sin is covered. Blessed is the man
unto whom the Lord imputeth iniquity, and in whose spiritWere
is ho guile." Now here observe, that the blessedness here spoken
of is riot said to be a man that " hath no sin," neither " had" sin,

but to whom the Lord "imputeth it not." And wherefore is

this blessedness "? It is explained, because "his transgression is

forgiven, and his sin covered." And the Holy Ghost is pleased,

by his servant the apostle, to give a farther explanation, by tracing
it to its source, in the forgiveness of sins "

by Jesus Christ."

And in the case of Abraham, the. great father of the faithful, he
most clearly and fully proves the truth of this momentous doc-

trine :
" Cometh this blessedness then (saith he) upon circumci-

sion only, or upon the uncircumcision also 1 Forwe say that faith

was reckoned to Abraham. How was it then reckoned *? When lie

was in circumcision, or in uncircumcision ? Not in circumcisittn,

butdn uncircumcision. And he received the sign of circuhicislph,
a seal of the righteousness of the faith which he had, yet; 'beiiig
uricircuiricised." Now hence,' my soul, thou mayest learn w^Hal.



discover that; he .was justifie4.'..by. faith: "he
Lord., and it was counted to him for rightepjisnes.^;??44

f^is was many a year before he was circumcised. (ee"C?en.

^y. 6.X Spme have reckoned it full twenty years ; very certaiii

it is that it could not bejess than ten years. (See Gen. xviiy)

And from the moment of his justification by faith, Abraham,

imght truly be; said to, be. one "in whom was no guile." Apply
what is here said by the Holy Ghost of Abraham, to the instance

of Nathanael, and of all the spiritual seed of Christ, and the

conclusion will be the same; this it is to be " an Israelite in^

deed, in whom is no guile." My soul ! what sayest thp.u of

thyself
1

? Art thou " an Israelite indeed IV Is thy .guilt taken

away in the blood of Christ
1

? Pause, and recollect what, the

scripture saith : "For he is not a Jew which is one outwardly;
neither is that circumcision, which is outward in the flesh. But
he is a Jew which is one inwardly ; and circumcision is that of

the heart, in the spirit, and not in the letter, whose praise is not

Ofmen but ofGod." (Romans ii. 28, 29.)
" And ifye be Christ's,

tljen are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according tp the pro-
mise." (.Galatians iii. 29.)

1 So will I go in unto the king, which is not according
to the law; and if I perish, I perish. Esth. TV. 16.

'

. ..\yiiat a noble act of the soul is faith ! Who, indeed, but the

jiprd Jesus, can be the author or giver of it? Ponder it well,

my soul, and see if thou canst discover the smallest possible

degree of it in thee. To have the least portion of it, is an evi-

dence of an interest in Christ: for it is said, that "as many as

Were ordained to eternal life believed !" (Acts xiii. 48.) And oh !

what an honour is it to give credit to God the Father's testimony
.pf.his, dear Son ! Sit down, my soul, this evening, and pause
over the subject. There are more difficulties to the exercise of

it, than are generally considered. The .case of Esther^ in the
court of the Persian king, will serve, in some measure, to explain
it..,. By the law of Persia^ every individual, whether man v

,or

\y;pman, who ventured into the inner court of the king's presence,

unpalled, was condemned to death ; neither was there any remis-

sion of the punishment, unless the king held out to the offender

t|ie, golden sceptre. The case, however, for which Esther was
constrained to go in, was of that nature, that there remained no al-

ternativa but to go or die. Contrary to the known law of the

r^aim. she therefore ventured, crying out as she went, "If I

Perish, I perish." Now this is quite the state ofthe poor sinner.

Jhf|flaw^>of :
God for ever separates between a holy God and

;
an

yin^oly.sinner.
" Thou, canst not see my, faceand live.' ? Nothing

lhajt ^ V-^inKoly, can,stan(l in God's sjght.'? These are the .' so-
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leitm dedaifations of the law of'heaveii. God Kath, indeed,

serve^the grace of pardon, to whdin lie will hold out tHegdl

sceptre. But even this grace doth nbt reign but thrdugh tigfit-

eousness. The ,law admits of nothing in a way of pardon^ but

ujpon the ground of satisfaction. -A righteousness every sinnei

must have in himself, or in a Redeemer, or he will perish ever-

lastingly. Hast thou, then, my soul, that faith, that trust, that

sure dependence, upon the Lord Jesus Christ, as to go in unto
the King, which is not according to law, but wholly on the

blessed authority of the gospel, determined, like Esther, to'be

saved by this grace of thy King and Saviour, or not at all * Yes,
Lord! I come. Precious Emmanuel! wilt thou not hold forth

the g-olden sceptre of thy grace, and say to my soul, as thou?

didst to the poor woman of the gospel :
" Great is thy faith, be

it unto thee even as thou wilt
1

?"

Matthew the Publican. Matthew x. 3.

It ought not to be overlooked, in the account of this apostle
of Jesus, that in the list given by the other Evangelists, of our
Lord's disciples, he is placed before Thomas ; but in this, of his

own, he places Thomas first. And whereas, after his call to the

apostleship, the brethren, in making mention of him, dropped
his former occupation of a publican^ yet Matthew himself still

preserves it. Grace always humbles. The call of this man,
the distinguishing nature of that grace, the effects and blessed-

ness of it, open some sweet thoughts for meditation, which,
under divine teaching, cannot fail of beingr profitable to the

saint, and encouraging to the sinner : and it will be .well, my
soul, for thee to exercise thine evening devotion upon it. He
was a .publican; that is, a tax-gatherer for the Romans. Of
such characters we cannot have a more lively idea, than from
what our Lord himself said of them. For when Jesus, in hjs

description of a sinner more than ordinarily to be avoided, sets

him forth as such, he said,
" Let him be to thee as an heathen

man and a publican." Such was Matthew when called. And
where was he when called 1 Not in the synagogue, attending
the means of grace, or desiring to seek the 'Lord; but when
seeking him not, yea, sitting at the seat of custom, and fully eii^

gaged in his pursuit of worldly gain. Pause, my soul, and mark
the property of grace! Surely in this man's instance, as weiras
in thousands of others, the Lord might say,

" I am found of theny
that sought me not !" And oh ! what a surprising, unexpected^
unlooked-for call, was that of the Lord Jesus to Matthew! What
a powerful, gracious, saving, and effectual call Was it ! Precious;-

Redeemer ! are we not authorized to consider all.these, and other,
similar points of view, as purposely intended to tell poor sinners^
like' Matthew, that thy grace is, not the effect of our merity rioV

the result ofany man's worth I- Surely, Lord, every poor sinner1
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njy fron^xithig^l^arn*'
that, whatever .best-tends to

\--.
ma

ji^esppfihy gr^iceif must be in the purposes of foyfhbly

pTeasure. Hence it is, that thou makest thy grace to shine,pa

sgph lost, ruined, and undone sinners as we are. But, my soulj

tajce another, short view of this man, and thy Saviour's; grace
towards him. When the Lord,had called him hy his grace, he
invited the Lord to his home: no sooner did Jesus^ open Mat?
thew's heart, than Matthew opened his house to receive Jesus.

See to it, my soul, that thou art daily manifesting the same

proofs of thy calling. Oh ! for grace to take Jesus home to our

hearts, to our houses, to our neighbours, to our families, child-
'

ren, and servants, if we have any, and spread forth the sweet
savour of his name, and the efficacy of his blood and right-

eousness, in every direction. Like the psalmist, let our language
be,

" O come hither, and hearken, all ye that fear God : and I

wilt tell you what he hath done for my soul !"

r.
B

(
ut I fear lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled

Eye through hi&subtilty, so your minds should be cof-

nirjted from the simplicity that is in Christ.

7^ ,2 Corinthians xi. 3.

And what is " the simplicity that is in Christ?" The apostle
answers this question in another part of his writings, whence
ssnth, "Christ is all, and in all." Now nothing can be more sim-

ple than this :
" Christ is all ;" then it would be folly to seek any

thing but Christ. And " Christ is in all :" then it would be equally
folly to seek for happiness in any thing but in Christ. So that if

oflr< minds are led away to seek a supply from any thing short of

Christ, this is the same temptation that the devil played off

upon our first parent, and succeeded. This indeed is the grand
device of Satan : it is the masterpiece of his subtilty. This is

^hat all carnal, unawakened men fall into : to fancy somewhat
that is.-left for us to do, to qualify ourselves to be made partakers
of.grace, and to improve the talent which is given to us. And
as these things are very flattering to the pride of our nature, and

exactly correspond to the state the devil left our first parents in,

when he had ruined them, so it becomes the very method which
he yStill pursues with all their poor children to lull them on to

ruin, "Ye shall be as gods," (said the devil to our first mother,),

^knowing good and evil :" and, in like manner, thus flattering

t)ie;pTide of our nature, and shutting out Christ, with his blood

ajnd righteousness, does he now deceive men. Now Paul was
.alarmed and distressed on this account. The serpent beguiled% through his subtilty, saith Paul, and I fear .lest he .should

beguile you.---.How; blessed, then, is the teaching ofjjie.; B(o}y
6hpstj,which strips, the sinner, makes .him-.all hare, Jeayes him

nothing, but shows ,him his own insolvency* ,emptiness,- arid



154 MAY ^19.

poverty, that he may make room for JesusI MM when he hath
thus made the sinner sensible of his nothingness^ he

1

makesf
Ki^a

equally sensiblei to Christ's fulness and all-sufficiency ; arid that

in bringing nothing to Christ, but living
1

wholly upon Christ,
and drawing all/row Christ, in this simplicity that is in Christ,
he teacheth the poor sinner how to live, and how to keep house

by faith, wholly upon the fulness'that is in Christ Jesus. This is

the sweet instruction taught in the school of Jesus. " I fear,"
saith Paul, " lest the serpent that beguiled Eve, should have cor-

rupted you by his subtilty, from the simplicity that is in Christ."

And the Lord said, I have pardoned according to

thy word. But as truly as I live, all the earth shajl
;l|e

filled with the glory of the Lord. Num. xiv. 20,

My soul ! ponder over this solemn scripture, and observe how
truly awful Jehovah is, even in his mercies. Well may it be
said to the people of God, "

Rejoice with trembling." This ;was

a memorable moment in the history of Israel, when the spies
returned from searching the promised land. The ev.il

r repojft
which the greater number brought back, 'in denying God's faith-

fulness, is most solemnly recorded ; and the carcasses falling
in the wilderness, most awfully set forth the divine judgment.
And what is unbelief but the same, aggravated, if possible^tb a
ten thousand times greater degree of guilt, in denying and' dis-

believing the record .which God hath 'given of his Son? The
apostle saith, "it is making God a liar," (1 John v. 10); and
John the Baptist confirms the same ; and adds a dreadful event,
Which must inevitably follow :

" He that believeth not, shall

not see life; but the wrath of God abideth upon him." (John
iii. 36.) And, do observe, my soul, how Jehovah engageth 'to

manifest and fulfil his glory. He confirms it with the most
solemn asseveration : "As truly as I live, saith the Lord, all this

earth shall be filled with the glory of the Lord." And '"what'lS

the glory of the Lord, but God manifested in the person of
r

tfie

Lord Jesus Christ ? Here all the glory of Jehovah centres. In
Jesus all is proclaimed ; and in the dispensation of the fulness

of times, the one great object of all things in the kingdoms of

nature, providence, grace, and 'glory, is " to gather together in

one all things in Christ." What sayest thou, my soul, to these

things'? Art thou now gathered to Christ, to whomi as to the

glorious Shiloh) the gathering of the people shall be? Is he that

is the Father's glory, thy glory ; is the Father's beloved; thy b'6f

loved; the Father's chosen, thy chosen? Surely, if so, it rnu'sjt

undeniably follow, that God is already glorified in thy viewj
and in thine heart; if the glory of the Lord Jehovah, which' is

tb-fill the earth, hath, in the person of his dear Son, filled thy
soul arid affection^, arid is formed in thine heart"" the hope-df
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glory." <^h;!/fpr:inciefiBing;.eyidepce8 J .pf this love of God, and

lpiry of the Lord, to, be shed abroad in>my heart, t* to giv^ me
light and knowledge of God in the face of Jfesus Christ!"

But he who was of the bond-woman, was born aftef

the flesh ;
but he of the free-woman, was by promise :

which things are an allegory. Galatians iv. 23, 24.

My- soul ! as thou readest this scripture, do not forget to bless

the great Author of it, even God the Holy Ghost, for having
condescended to teach the Church the sacred truths contained

in it. Never would it have entered into the heart of man, un-

taught of God, to have conceived that the births of Ishmael and
Isaac had such divine purposes connected with their history.
We might have read for ever the account given of it in the book
of- Genesis, without once forming a thought of the spiritual ten-

(jlency of the subject, had not the Holy Ghost, by his servant the

apostle, told the Church that it was an allegory. But, blessed

:w.itli such gracious teaching, see to it, my soul, this evening,
what a delightful subject it leads to. These (saith the apostle)

afe the two covenants ! meaning the mother of Ishmael, and the

mother of Isaac. The bond-woman represents the covenant of

works ; and the free-woman the covenant of grace. So that all

who seek justification by their own good deeds of the law,, are

of the children of the bond-woman. All who are looking for sal-

.vation by the Lord Jesus Christ, without the works of the law,
are of the children of the free. As the son of the bond-woman
was born before the son of the free, so our state of nature, in this

Sense, is before grace. And hence believers, when renewed, are

$aid to be born again. Yet, as the promise concerning the son
of the free-woman was before the birth of the son of the bond-

woman, so the promise of the gospel was before the law; and

the covenant of grace came in before the covenant ofworks. And
^Sjthe son of the bond-woman mocked the son of the free, so is

it now : they that are born after the flesh, do for ever persecute

;$em that are born after the Spirit, Nevertheless, what saith

the scripture 1 Cast out the bond-woman and her son; for the

son, of the bond-woman shall not be heir with the son of the free-

Woman. The law can make. nothing perfect; justification can
never be obtained by the deeds of the law, and therefore it is

Dejected. Pause now, my soul, over this sweet allegory, explain.-
e>d asjt is by the Holy Ghost himself, and asfc, to which family
thou belongest 1 To both thou canst not, for that is impossible.
^Vhpsoever seeketh justification by the deeds of the law, denies
the,,merit and efficacy of Christ's blood and righteousness.

* 4 For
if righteousness come by the law, then is Christ dead in vain."

Oh;' for grace to discover, and faith to enjoy, the same blessed

assurance, as the ;

apostle did, when summing up the whole con*
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elusion of* this scriptural allegory I
" so then, brethren, we

ilbt Children of the bond-Womtin, but of the free."
'

,

The golden censer.- Hebrews ix. 4.

It is blessed, my soul ! to behold the numberless types and
shadows " of good things to come," which the Church of old

contained ; and it is blessed to see them all fulfilled in Christ,
the substance. Jesus,J% Jesus, in his glorious Jhigh-priestly

office, is at once the censer, the incense, the high-priest, and

offering, and is now unceasingly engaged in carrying on the

glorious purposes of his redemption, "by appearing in the pre-
sence of God for us." He is the "

mighty Angel" spoken of,

(Rev. viii. 3.) For upon the "
golden censer" of his own merit

and righteousness, and by the efficacy of his own glorious person,
are all presentations made. "No man cometh to the Father,
but by him." But coming by him, and in him, and through him*
all thy poor offerings come up

" for a memorial before God."
And what is the much incense here spoken of, but the merits of

that finished salvation of the Lord Jesus Christ, which hath
indeed a fulness, yea, a redundancy of fulness, infinitely more

precious and costly than ever can be compensated in blessings
bestowed thereby upon his people, in time, and to all eternityi
This was beautifully represented in the Jewish Church. The
incense was"composed of sweet spices, which made a fragrant
smell through the whole temple. And what was the offering
of Christ, but "an offering and sacrifice to God, for a sweet*

smelling savour ?" And if the incense in the Jewish temple
was always burning, what was this but a representation of the

everlasting priesthood of Christ, "who ever liveth to make in-

tercession for his people ?". And as the incense was burning
within in the temple, while all the people were at prayers with-

out, what a lively representation was this of our High-Priest in

heaven, in this great office of a priest upon his throne, to offer

upon the golden altar of his divine nature the prayers of his

redeemed upon earth, to give acceptance to their persons 'and
their offerings, by the much incense of his own merits and blood I

My soul ! look up this evening, look up both night and morning,
and with the eye of aith behold this almighty Angel of the new
covenant thus appearing in the presence of God for thee : into

his almighty hands do thou commit and commend thine all ;

neither thy person nor thy poor offerings can find acceptance
but in him, the beloved. He is thine Altar, thy Priest, thy
Sacrifice, thine Incense, thine all ; by virtue of whom, God the
Father hath respect to his everlasting covenant, and dispenseth'
grace in this life, and glory in that which is to come. Hail!
thou glorious, ^gracious, great High-Priest of a better covenant,
founded upon better promises than that by Aaron! Oh! for
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itto
-a

piptfelfendHhtse, 46, expfciis

^ ri^Kteousne^^arid, every day^and all ?the day
and morning, to come to God by thee, perfectly assured ":that

all ihat do come, thou wilt in nowise cast out."

I will bring the blind by a way that they knew
not; I will lead them in paths that they hayer'jiojt

^nown : I will make darkness light before them, aM
crooked things straight. These things will I do unto

them, and not forsake them.- -Isaiah xlii. 16.

- Never, surely, was there a promise of a covenant God in Christ

more strikingly fulfilled as to what is said in ihe former part of

,this verse, than in thine instance, my soul. By nature and by
practice, thou wert so" totally blind to any apprehension of di-

yine things, that not a right thought hadst thou ever conceived
of God and Christ, when the Lord first manifested his grace .to

thy heart ! No being in the universe was so near to me as God,
but none so little known or understood. No heart was nearer

to me than my own, but to all its errors and deceitfulness :I re-

mained the most perfect stranger ! In the works of providence,
as well as of, grace, I had no consciousness whatever of any
guide, nor even of needing a guide. Self-willed, wayward, and
full of confidence, I was hastening on with the multitude, intent
but upon one thing, "in making provision for the flesh, to fulfil

the lusts thereof." Pause, my soul, and look back! When ; I

take a review of what is past, and trace the hand of the Lord,
all the way leading me as I have come on, I am lost in astonish-

ment in the contemplation of ?ds mercies and my undeserving^.
"V^hat a huge volume might be written of both, and in the margin
to note down how they have kept pace together. My soul ! if

thou wert to read them by chapters only, what endless on,es

would they form under the several sections of the Lord's love,
his care, his wisdom, his methods, and his grace, in the freeness
and distinguishing nature of that grace ; and as I read the Lord's

mercies, to note, at the same time, my rebellions ! Oh ! what a
subject would the whole form, in proof of this gracious promise,
in viewing the wisdom, power, and love of God, in awakening,
regenerating, converting, and confirming grace ! Surely, Lord,
thou hast indeed brought a poor blind creature, such as I am,
in a way that I knew not, and led me in paths that I never
should have known ; and still, Lord, thou art graciously perform-
ing, the same, in making darkness light, and crookejd things
stfajght,. And shall I not, from the latter part of this swee]t pro-
mise, derive a strength of faith, from all that is past, to. trust

4hee for alMhat is to xjome 1 Hath the Lord been gracious,iwhjen
in estate of total blindness, to bring trie by a way I ihe.

vw not,;

14



and now, .when he hath Tnermiull^opened mine eyes t

gltry, and to love his rianie^ill he not lea& rate still I
he mercy upon me, when I asked it xnot,:neither

:kriewthatW
needed it; and will he refuse me that mercy now, when I- io

earnestly seek,it, and know that without his grace and mercy in

Jesus, I shall perish for ever
1

? Precious Lord ! give me faith

to believe, to trust, and to depend ! Thou who hast done such

great things for me already, whereof I rejoice, wilt never leave

me, nor forsake me, Lord God of my salvation !

There was silence in heaven about the space of half

an hour. Rev. viii. 1.

This is a very striking- scripture, and records as striking an

event^ which took place on the opening of the seventh seal.
*' Silence in heaven;" not a suspension or interruption to the

happiness of the place, but the silent adoration of God and the

Lamb. This must be the sense of the passage, if by heaven we
are to understand the place where dwell " the spirits ofjust men
made perfect." But as it is more than probable that it refers

to the events of the kingdom of Christ upon earth, which are

here spoken of under prophetical representations, the silence,

then, may be supposed to mean, that the Church of God, both
in heaven and on earth, are waiting in solemn expectation what
events this seventh trumpet will bring forth. But there are some
sweet instructions to be taken from what is here said, of silence

in heaven by the space of half an hour, which in the silence of

an evening meditation, it may be highly profitable to attend to.

If in heaven such solemn pauses are made7<loth it not strike the

mind, how very becoming such must be upon earth 1 Surely it

is a sweet frame of the spirit, to ponder in silence over the many
solemn things which connect themselves with the very existence

of man, in a dying state, and in dying circumstances like the

present; more especially, in the solemn seasons of devotion,
When we draw nigh to a throne of grace, in and through the

ever-blessed Jesus, a holy silence in the first approaches seems

highly suitable to await divine visitations. What a lovely view
doth the Holy Ghost give of David. (2 Sam. vii. 18.) "Then
vvent king David in, and sat before the Lord !" And elsewhere

he saith, "Truly, my soul waiteth upon God :" in the margin
of the Bible it is,

"
Truly, my soul is siknt before God." (Psalm

Ixii. 1.) The prophets were commissioned to enforce this; by
way of command: "The Lord" (saith one of them) "is irVhis

holy temple; let all the earth keep silence before him." And
another saith,' "Be silent, all flesh, before the Lord, for h%:

is

raised up out of his holy habitation." (Habak. ii. 20;
:

Zebh.

ii^lS.) And the Lord himself having pointed out the blesded-

riess of waiting upon him, accompanied witti a promise that His
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let ,the people -rerfew iheir strength : let the'rnt pdiing^ra^^

n;le|rtbem sp^ak." (Isaiah xli.l.) My soul ! learn benejli1|
uty of hdliness, and the blessedness of waiting jn silen^.

before the Lord; For then, when the Holy Ghost come'si hx Ih^e,

refreshing influences of his grace, and commands /Vthe.nprth,

vftind ;and the south wind to blow," sweet will be the manifeSta-j;
tions of the Lord Jesus by the Spirit, until, "while the, hear,t

is musing," the holy fire from off the altar will be kindled, and
tfce soul will go forth in all the exercises of faith, love, joy, hu-

mility, and desire, upon the person, work, and offices ofJesus!

s^A Nazarite unto God from the womb. Judges xiii. 5.

what, in the language of scripture, was a Nazarite, unto
G<od1 Certainly what the very term implies ; one dedicated vto,.

God, set apart, and sanctified. Both the person and character,

are largely described. (Numb. vi. 1 21.) Anc[ was Samson
such I It cannot be doubted, notwithstanding the many strange

particularities in his life, which were departures from sanctity of

character. But in that part of Samson's life wherein the Naza-
rite was strongly marked, he was eminently proved to be one;,
and it is in this feature of the illustrious Danite, that we.behold
hirn as a striking type of the Lord Jesus Christ. My soul I as it

h^ath pleased the Holy Ghost to give the Church so circumstan-
tial an account of Samson, do thou ponder the subject well, and
remark (what was evidently the only design for which it was

given) how gracious the Lord the Spirit was, thus to set forto"*

in type, Jesus of Nazareth, so many ages before his incarnation.

Was Samson a Nazarite unto God from the womb? Such^wais

Jesus, who was so named by the angel before he was conceived
inrthe i

wornb.
!
And what was the object for which Samson was

separated from his birth as a Nazarite to God 1 We are told that

ttwas to deliver his brethren out of the hands of their enemies;

(.Judges.' xiii. 5.) The same was declared of Jesus : he shall be
called Jesus, for "he shall save his people from their sins."

0fatt.
i. 21.) Was holiness unto the Lord the distinguishing

feature of the Nazarite 1 How suitably did it set forth the Lord
Je^us,

" whp sanctified himself for his people." (Johnxvii. 19J)
Th* very devil himself saluted Christ with this name, when he*

said,, ^ Let us alone ; what have we to. do with thee, thou Jesus

pfjNazareth 1 Art thou come to destroy us '? \ know thee who
tftoji art, the Holy One of God." (Mark i. 24.) And so vety
rApprtantwas it considered by the Holy Ghost, that.thelChujch's

L and^Saviour should be, known by this name of." the I^aza*
.0od irpm the wornb," thatjt is.remarkable^^bw: pan
aye. giv^n their testimopj:, and some oCth<2>m i
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without design, to this one character of our Lord. /Fhe aiigel ajt

the annunciation ; the devil, as before remarked ; the Jew's id

contempt, (John xviii. 5
;)

the Roman Governor- in his inscrip-
tion on the cross, (John xix. 19;) the angels at the sfepulchrei

(Marie xvi. 6 ;) the apostles glorying in this name after his as-

c'ension, (Acts ii. 23;) and Jesus himself, from heaven, at the
conversion of Paul, (Acts xxii. 8.) Precious Nazarite to God'!

holy Lord Jesus! thou art indeed the true, the only one; for of

thee, and by thee, can it be said, "Her Nazarites were purer
than snow, they were whiter than milk, they were more ruddy
in body than rubies, their polishing was of sapphire." (Lain,
iv. 7.) Help me, Lord, by thy grace, to keep thee ever in re-

membrance. And while the cry of the infidel is still heard,
"Can any good thing come out of Nazareth

1

?" oh! may my
souli hear thy sweet voice by faith : "The Lord hath called me
from the womb ; from the bowels of my mother hath he made
mention of my name !" (Isaiah xlix. 1.) Lord, thus it is ful-

filled, which was spoken by the prophets :
" He shall be called

a Nazarene." (Matt. ii. 23.)

And he is the head of the body, the Church.

Coloss. i. 18.

: /Sweet view of Jesus ! Ponder well the subject, my soul, and
behold thy Lord in this endearing character, and thine own per-
sonal uniori with him. Jesus is indeed, in every point of view,
" the head of his body,, the Church." He is so by the Father's

own appointment, as our glorious surety : as which he stood up
at the call of God, the Father, from everlasting; for when, at

that call, he put himself in our stead, in our law-room and place^
he undertook, as the Church's representative, to' do all, and to

suffer all, for her ; and what he did and suffered, they, as his body,

might truly be said to do and suffer in him. Sweet thought!
When Jesus obeyed the whole law, then was Jesus their law-
fulfiller. When he suffered the death of the cross, they in him
were crucified. When he arose from the dead, in that resurrec-

tion they partook of the triumph, and as members of his body,
arose with him. And when he ascended up on high, and sat

down on the seat of the Conqueror, they ascended virtually by
their union with him, and may be said,

" to sit together in heaven-

ly places in Christ Jesus." But, my soul ! glorious as are these

views of Jesus, thine husband, and thine head, yet are they hot

all. He is the head of his body,,the Church, by his assumption:
of our nature. There is a union also of soul, a oneness, a con*

nection as close and intimate as the natural head of the body tifith

its several members ; for as the head of the body is the source
of life, which gives energy and action to all the parts of thei body,
-so Christ isi toi his Church and people

" tlie fulness of Hirn i
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MalL''fHere4s ariojfier
swfeet thbuihtl.

Wfaeri JfcSus

n&turev
!my soul, in his sinless portion ofit, he partook

-ail-that could be said to constitute human nature. " Foras-

ch" (saith the apostle)
" as the children are partakers offlesh

and blood,- he also himself likewise took part of the same,"
(Heb. iiri4;) hence he must have a tenderness, an affectionVa

"fellow-feeling (if I may be allowed so to say) for his own na-

ture, in the several members of his body, the Church. This is

the very argument the Holy Ghost, by the apostle, urgeth with

poor exercised believers, to convince them of their safety and
assured comfort in him: "We have not an high-priest which
cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities, but was in

all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin." (Heb. iv. 15.)
And as this becomes a source of never-failing comfort to sup-

port the several members of Christ's body with consolation

under all their exercises, (for what can any part feel which the
head shall be unconscious of, and not participate in 7) so doth it

equally afford delight in the recollection, that all the wants of the

body must be known and felt by the glorious Head, and be by
him supplied. Sweet thought again to the believer! Jesus
hath a fulness corresponding to all our necessities. " It pleased
the Father that in him should all fulness dwell. And of this

fulness do we all receive, and grace for grace." Look up, my
soul, and contemplate the infinite, inexhaustible, unsearchable
riches of thy Christ! All awakening, justifying, sanctifying
grace; all life, strength, nourishment, support, are poured upon
the members of the Church, from this glorious Head : and what
sums up the account, and endears it to the heart, is, that these

blessings are everlasting, unchangeable, and eternal. He hath

said,
'-**Because I live, ye shall live also!" Pause, my soul!

Arid is this Jesus thine ? Is he indeed thine head \ Art thou
ai member of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones 1 Witness
for' me, ye angels of light! I renounce all other lords, all other

alliances, all other husbands ! It is to Jesus alone that I benH
the knee of love, adoration, and obedience; for he is my Lord
God, and I am his for ever.

Now that he ascended, what is it but that he also

descended first,into the lowter parts of the earth? He
that descended is the same also that ascended up far

above all heavens, that he might fill all things.

Eplm. iv. 9, 10.

; My^oul! thy morning portion led thee to the contemplation
of a risen and 'ascended Saviour; and by faith and love, I hope
triou didst find thyself ascending with him, and artnow still look-

iii^
to him on the throne of the majesty on high. And while thy

thoughts are thus occupied in the most blessed of all subjects,
14*
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listert-to this"V/'orid; pit God's grace, as of

remind thee,: that lie wh o, is thus 'gone up , first
'

cam e"dowtf !

'

that vis now in heaven first came down from heaven^; he is

returned, as, a rightful Lord, to his own kingdom. He hath,

indeed, both by his Father's gift and his own ^purchjise,job;-,

t,ained a mediatorial crown, to add to his crown of the Grbdheadj'
which he had before in common with' the Father and tne Holy
Qhost; but in his ascension thou art not to lose sight of his de-

scent, which preceded it, when he left the bosom of the Father,'

to tabernacle in our nature, for our redemption, in these lower

parts of the earth. And let this sweet view of Jesus give thee"

an holy boldness and comfort, in -looking to thy risen and exf
alted Saviour for those ascension-gifts which he is gone up pur-

posely to send down ! I want, my soul, (oh ! that the Holy Ghost
would for ever be giving it to me,) to keep in constant remem-
brance who it is that thus " ascended up far above all heavens^
that he might fill all things." , I charge it upon thee, this even-

ing, that thou never cease to ask this blessing from God the Spi-

rit* that in his glorifying the Lord Jesus, he would keep it con-

tinually uppermost in thine heart, that it is Jesus who is thus

exalted; Jesus, thy brother, thy redeemer, thine husband, thih&

headv Surely, while thou bearest in remembrance, that he is

aseencled up far above all heavens, that he mightJill all things,
he would neverlet thee go empty, didst thou tell him that thqij
art part of himself! Could Jesus, as the head of his body, the

Church, suffer that body, or any of its poorest or least members^
to go lean, and poor, and wretched, while he is gone up piir

posely to send down, and to fill all things 1 To use his owri

words, "No man ever yet,hated his own flesh, but nourisheth

and eherisheth it, even as the Lord the church." (Ephes. v. 29.)
Were these things left upon record as a testimony how Jesus

nourisheth and eherisheth the Church, and shall any poor mem-
ber be without it? Precious Lord Jesus ! henceforth, I beseech

thee, look on me, and give me, by thy sweet Spirit, to be al-

ways looking unto thee ! I see, Lord, that thou, who art ascended,
art the same that descended: this is enough for me; "for, siire I

am, thine heart is not changed, but thy love is the same. And
if thy love brought thee down to save, thy love hath led thee up
to bless t and what mercy can my soul want which thy fulness

cannot supply 1 IIow can a poor member of thine, below, long
need, while Jesus is ascended up far above all heavens, that He

might fill all things 1 Oh! for grace to come to thee, to look
to thee* to depend upon thee, and to rest, with full assurance
of faith, in that dependence, that Jesus, our risen, our ascended,
pur exalted, and full Saviour, will give to every one of his mem-
bers, "grace, according to the measure of the fulness of Christ."
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^was a tajbernacle made, the fir^t,

tliejctoJlestick, and tlie taible, and tEe she

is -called the sanctuary. Heb. ix. 2.
;

,,

Jt is blessed to see how Christ was set forth in every thifigj

and by every way, in the ordinances of God, in the first ages of

the .Church. Surely they had the gospel preached to them in

type and shadow j
as we have now in sum and , substance. My

sQul,_take thine evening meditation among the furniture of thia

outer sanctuary, and see what emblems they afford of Christi

The tabernacle, which Moses made in the wilderness, contained,
in the first apartment, the things here spoken of. The candlestick*

it without a light, strikingly set forth the darkness of that dis-

pensation; and if with a light, (which seems the most probable*
for, the lampswere to be always burning

1

,) it showed that the Lo'rd

himself, who walketh in the midst of the golden candlesticks, is

tlie light of his people, and the glory of the temple. The next

art.icle noticed is the table, which was probably placed in such .a

direction, that the light of the candlestick might shine upon it ;

and here w
s
e may learn, that in going to the table of the Lord,

we'must be directed by his light ; for none cometh to the Father
but by him, who is " the way, and the truth, and the life." The
table .itself, which was of pure gold, became a most lively type
of the ever-blessed Jesus. "The infinite worth and glory of hia

person, and the eternal merit and efficacy of his blood and right-
eousness, may be supposed to be set forth, by golden represent-
ations, as the richest and most valuable treasure we are acquaint-
ed with. And when we add to these, that Jesus feeds, entertains;

supports, nourisheth, and preserves his Church and people, what
could so well set forth the royal bounties of his grace, and the

fulness and richness of his house, as that ofa golden table, around
which the poor, and the needy, the hungry, and the faint, might
t>e received and feasted? But the first sanctuary had not only
ike Candlestick to guide to the Lord, and the golden table to receive

the followers of the Lord, but the skew-bread, also, to supply
them. This shew-bread was a beautiful representation of hitn

who is the bread of life. Twelve loaves, in allusion te the

twelve tribes of Israel, were to be always standing upon it, to

intimate the perpetual appearing of Jesus in the presence of God
for his people. They were of the finest flour and frankincense,

thereby shadowing the purity of his nature, and the fragraney
of his sacrifice before God. They were to be renewed every
Sabbath, to show that Christ is not only exhibited in the gospel
every day, and all the day, but to be renewed every Sabbath,
.when his ministers bring forth to the people, out of his treasury,

'^things new and old." Those taken away when the new loaves
Were brought, were to be eaten by the priests alone, under- this

Jewish dispensation ; and the same is observed under the new,
for the Lord Jesus hath made all his people

"
kings and priests
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to odrsn&ih$ Ifother ;'(rwid if ,any that are.Qot

rit .giveii tcrtheift,;eat at his table, they rnake,it

Lord contemptible. Are these some of the deligh
the furnitare of the tabernacle in the first court! Dost

bbld, my oul, these things, and through the veil and covering,
discover Jesus 1 Oh! then, consider the vast infinite importance
of redemption by his blood, whom God the Spirit thus set forth

to the Church by types and shadows ; and see the, privilege
and the happiness to which thou art called, when in reading the

Old Testament^ " the veil is done away in Christ."

And after the second veil, the tabernacle, which is

called tne holiest of all. -Heb. ix. 3.

The veil of separation between the two tabernacles, no doubt,

typified Christ's body, which, in the moment of his death, by an
invisible hand, was torn in twain from the top to the bottom,

thereby intimating that now all separation was removed, and
true believers were permitted to enter, by the blood of Jesus,
into the presence of God, he having obtained eternal redemption
for them. The second, or inner sanctuary, had several Very
interesting particulars, by way of distinction, belonging to it;

The veil of separation, under the Jewish dispensation, intimated,
that it was impossible for any to 'draw nigh to God, but by a
mediator. When Jesus threw down the separation, and opened
a new and living way by his blood, access was obtained to God
in Christ ; and Jesus, first for himself, and then for his people,
led the way into the holy of holies. The veil of separation set

forth how man was separated by sin; by the injury done to

God's holiness, and by the natural emnity of his own heart. But
when Jesus came, and put away sin, by the sacrifice of himself^
restored that which he took not away, gave to God his glory^

restored to man God's image, and took away the carnal mind,
by making the heart of stone a heart of flesh, then it was that

the veil of separation was for ever taken away, and the kingdom
of heaven opened to all believers. My soul ! what saith sthine

experience to these things ? If the veil be removed, and thou
art entered in, through Jesus, thy forerunner, then hast thou

seen, and known, and felt, and enjoyed, the glory of Him, whom
those -things shadowed; and art rejoicing in Him, as the Lord

thy righteousness. And art thou entered within the veil! Art
thou resting upon Jesus, having cast anchor within the vei}?

Surely, then, Jesus is precious, his love is precious, his grace is

precious ; yea, every thing in him is precious. And then, by
and by, all remaining clouds will be removed, and him whom
thou seest now by faith, thou shalt see face to face, and know,
even as thou art known. Precious Lord Jesus! take away all

remaining darkness, ignorance, unbelief, and whatever comes ih

the way of clear views of thee, and the enjoyment of thee;



tuuuu, vr jddfie away-iia^ tHe' .... ~-j-.

&, aiii$ "iii glory to all eternity ! Amen.

disciple. JlctsiLxi. 16. .-.-? ,--->

:

My soul ! of what standing art thoii in the Church of Cnri$i4
If there be any thing of real rank and dignity in human life* to

dause one man to differ from another, certainly that
age, whiefli

consisteth not in multitude of years, but in fellowship and long
acquaintance with Jesus, must be most honourable. But iri thisi

as is in all other distinctions, the believer's dignity is the reverse

of the world's. He that is highest in grace is the lowest in

humility. How beautiful"and engaging to this point are; the

words of Christ : "Whosoever will be chief among you> (saith
that divine teacher,) let him be your servant : even as the Son of

man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and
:

to
1

jrive his life a ransom for many." HenceHhe simplicity and low-j

liness of the weaned child, Jesus makes the character and feature

of those that are "greatest in the kingdom of heaven." And
wherefore is this 1 Is it because of our spiritual attainments, or

of our improvement in the divine life? Will our title to salva^
tiori be at length made out, from our having been such & tim'eV

b
:

r so long a season, with Jesus 1 Is he " an old disciple" Whb
hath been so many yearsjan attendant on ordinances, sacraments*,

:

hearing sermons, and the like ? Is this the plan of counting'

years in the school of Christ; and by so much, as we cart num-
ber our attendance on the means of grace and improvemerife'
under them, as we fancy in ourselves the progress of otfr dWfi

holiness, do we estimate an old disciple
1

? Not so, my"soiil,- i^

the scripture calculation of age in the divine life. There we1

read that "the children shall die a hundred years old, but' the?

sinner being a hundred years old shall be accursed." (Isaiah IxvV

20.) 'What is it then to be an "old disciple
1

?" Surely he is* oiie'
'

that is eldest, in having learned, from the continued teachings
of God the Holy Ghost, to think less of himself, and mbrectnA
more of Jesus. He advanceth the farthest in this scriptural ag
who is growing in grace, by growing in the knowledge of otrf

Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. His every day's experience

brings him more acquainted with his own unworthiness, so as to*

enclear the infinite merit of the Redeemer. He is truly an bid

disciple who is old in this science, of being more oufrof lovewitH

hiniself, and more in love with Jesus. For it is impossibley in

this'progress of the divine life, but to make advances in this

exact proportion; and as the blessed Spirit exalts Christ to the

vlw, and brings him home to the heart, by so much our Self-

cSritidence lessens ; and the more glorious he appears^ the iribfe

f we become in our own eyes. This is ori^ rule to asfc

real a^e of a disciple^ Arid there is; andtlh'er lik^ iK
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^lose^wlioi have long liyed an a family- best knpwits gpvn^men|j

ptdlfind themselves .<more at vhprrie in it, so/the oldestj djs^ipjejs
in Jesus's household will; best know howtto improve a long ajid

growing acquaintance with him, by coming to him for all they
want, and making his glory the one great object of all their

desire. And it will prove, indeed, that they are faithful to their

Lord's interest, when they not only lay out every thing for> his

praise, but receive every thing that he lays out that it may be
for his

glory. My soul ! what sayest thou to this statement of

things* in respect of the real age of the believer in Jesus 1 Art
thou an " old disciple" of thy Lord 1 -...-.

\Therefore his sisters sent unto him, saying, JLord!
behold, hewhom thou lovest is sick. When Jesus heard.,-..-'- ;

'

"

1 -' V T Vp

that, he said, This sickness is not unto death, but for mf
glory of God, that the Son .of God might be glorified

thereby. John xi. 3, 4.

My soul! ponder these words. It may be said now, as it was
then, LordJ behold he whom thou lovest, yea, many our Lord
Jesus loveth, are at this present hour sick ! Who shall calculate

the number"? Who shall mark down the tears of the sorrowful

of the Lord's people 1 But Jesus knows them all ; yea, appoints
all ; and he it is of whom it is said,

" He putteth their tears into

his bottle: Are not these things noted in thy book 1" Thesjs

words suggest another sweet thought. The sorrowful sistejs,

in their message to the Lord Jesus, did not tell him that ;pn$

whom 'they loved was sick, but one whom Jesus loved. Theife
could be no doubt of their love to their brother ; but their apglir
cation to Jesus was on account of his love. My soul ! do not

overlook this. It is the most blessed and the most powerful of

all arguments in prayer, when we come to a throne of grace for

those that are near and dear to us, when we can and do tell the

Lord, that they for whom we seek his mercy are the objects of
his love. The observation of our Lord, on receiving the messajga,
is most delightful. Sit down, this evening, and ponder it well,
It is what may with safety be applied to every case, and every
exercise of the Lord's people, in all their eventful pilgrimage
through life, whether in one trial or another. "This sickness,"
this sorrow, this temptation, be it what it may,

" is not, uig^p

death, but for the glory of God, that the Son of God might tje

glorified thereby." Now, my soul, bring it to the proof, jjvejrjr
rod of Jesus hath a voice, and speaks as well as corrects; $pd
when at any time he exerciseth it, this is the invariable languag^':
* As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten." A.ncl wheri me
voice is heard, and the soul is thereby brought to listen to |h)

Redeemer^ then the close of the dispensation proves that i|f|
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f

uj^tcf
death1

, frut foir th& divine gloryv>
'

be i5^haf it-m^^we then see Jesus in ife

t; his love is in it, ami 'his strength will cairy^the'believer
h it: yea so much of the Lord's presence will accompariy.

step we take during- the dark hour, that, dark as things are

around^ there will be constant, daylight in the soul. And .so

truly
xblessed are those dispensations, which, in their first view*

carry a frowning
1

aspect with them, that, when the sable covering
is :thiis taken 6fF by the hand of faith, on hearing Jesus's voice

under all, they have been tenfold more productive of the-Re-
deemer's glory and the soul's happiness, than in the smoother.

providences where such exercises have not been given. My
soul! what saith thine own experience to this statement? Doth
the Redeemer lay crosses in thy way 1 Are they marked with

his, inscription,
"
Bring them unto me ?" Art thou visited with

sickness, and doth Jesus perform the part of the tenderest nursej
jind sit up by theel Dost thou hear his well-known voice,

saying
1

,
u As one whom his mother comforteth, so will I comfort

you 1" Surely, then, thou wilt fully subscribe to the sweet
words of Jesus, in his answer to the sorrowful sisters; Every
exercise and every trial of the Lord's people, which he sweetens
and sanctifies,

" is not unto death, but for the glory of God, that

thji Son of God might be glorified thereby." For if it teach.

creature-weakness, and Creator-strength if the believer is made
sensible of his helplessness, and of Jesus's all-sufficiericyi if

renewed feelings add one testimony more, that there is nothing
butsicknessj sin, and sorrow, in us, and therefore in Jesus alone
all our resources of health, and righteousness, and joy, are found*
these improvements will always give glory to God, and magnify
the riches of his grace, that "the Son of God may be glorified

thereby."
^

So Moses the servant of the Lord died.- Deut. xxxiv. 5.

My soul ! close the month in contemplating the death of this

highly-favoured servant of the Lord; and mark in him the sure
event of all flesh -"Dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou
return." What a blessed account hath the Holy Ghost given of
this man !

" There arose not a prophet (we are told) like unto

Moses, whom Jehovah knew face to face." But, as if to draw
an everlasting line of distinction between him and his Master,
between the highest prophet and the Lord God of the prophets,
the Holy Ghost was pleased, by the ministry of his servant the

apostle,
to state the vast distinction :

" Moses verily was faithful

(saithhe) in all his house, as a servant, for a testimony of those

things.which were to be spoken after; but Christ as a Son-over
his own house, whose house are we." (Heb. iii. 5, 6.) Indeed,
all thV'great and distinguishing events in the life of Moses be-
came more or less brilliant, as they set forth in theirtypical
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the persp% work, or offices, of the,

~W;as Moses the Lord's minister to bring me
tj ;and what was this but a representation of theJUor

Je,sus, Jmnging his people out oiT the Egypt of sin, death, ani

iiejll If Moses led the people through the Red Sea, and opeiied
a path through the mighty waters ; what was this but a type pf
the ever-blessed Jesus, bringing his redeemed through the yecl

sea of his blood, and opening a new and living way into the

presence of God ? If Moses kept the passover, and the spri%
kling of blood through faith, what was the great object;his &itJi

Ippked at, but Christ our passover, and the blood of his sacrifice
"?

Did he bring the people through the wilderness ; and is notJesus

bringing all his people through ? Did he feed them with manna,
and give them water from the rock; and what did the manna
prefigure but Jesus, the bread of life; and what was the rpqilc

but Christ, the water of life, in all ages of the Church, tohii

people ? In short, every thing momentous in the Church's nf.^4

tory, wherein Moses ministered to the people, pointed, both li\

law and in sacrifice, to Jesus the Lamb of God, and his one alU
sufficient sacrifice for the salvation of his redeemed. And even,
the death of Moses, the servant of the Lord, over and above the

event of death, common to all, had this peculiar signification
annexed to it, that, as the great lawgiver to the people, -it set

forth the inefficacy of the law to bring into Canaan; this could

only be accomplished by Christ, who "is the end
,
of the law for

righteousness to every one that oelieveth, to^the Jew first, antl!

also to the Gentile." Farewell, Moses! thou servant of th<|
Lord 1

! Thou, when thou hadst served thy generation, was!
gathered to thy fathers, and like all the patriarchs, didst see^

corruption; but Jesus saw no corruption he ever liveth, and
is " the same yesterday, and to-day, and for ever." Hail, thpti[

glorious Mediator of "a better covenant established upon better

promises !" Be thou the Alpha and Omega of thy word, thine

ordinances, thy sanctuary, thy servants ! To thee all minister-

ed ; from thee all come ; in thee all centered ; and to thine ever-

lasting praise all terminate, in bringing glory to Jehovah, Father^
Son, and Spirit, through Jesus Christ. Amen.

'-.".' JUNE. ;

.;.;

Thy people shall be willing in the day of thy power,:
in .the beauties of holiness from the womb of the moM-
ing : thou hast the dew of thy youth. Psalm ex. 3.

There is so much of the Lord Jesus in this sweet Psalrn^ iri-

dge;<| it i altogether so truly a .gospel psalm, ttiat the jn
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g6rt|6n,'wWch W9.8^ selection from it, cannot be betW foflowed

than by taking another verse of it for the evening portion, that

both together may furnish out blessed meditations to my soul, in

the contemplation of our precious Jesus.
'

Here are views.pf
Jesus, in all his blessed offices, as the Prophet, Priest, and King
qf his .people; and every verse is more or less descriptive of his-

glorious person, offices, .and character. This precious portion
for my evening thoughts, contains the promise of Jehovah, the

Father, in his covenant engagements, that
:
the Redeemer should

see the blessed fruits and effects of his undertaking in the hearts

and minds of his elect people.
" Thy people" (saith the Lord)

"shall' be willing." So then Jesus had a. people before his in-

carnation, and that -people Jehovah engaged to make willing}

willing to be saved, willing to receive Christ, and own him for

their Redeemer ! Sweet thought of encouragement to the poor
sinner! The Lord undertakes to give the willing mind ; so that

this is enough to stir the humblest to attend the means of grace,

^where Jehovah will make Christ's people willing in the day of
Christ's power. And while it furnisheth out encouragement to

the sinner, it holds forth instruction to the saint? theformer can

plead no inability, and the latter can make no boasting : the

willingness is of the Lord, and it is in the day of Christ's power.
My soul ! thou canst subscribe to this truth. The fine awaken-

ings of grace in thine heart, thou knowest, were not the effect

of thy strength, but the willingness there wrought by divine

power. But there are in this verse, also,
" the beauties of the

Lord's holiness" spoken of: "from the womb of the morning."
It is indeed to see " the King in his beauty," and to worship in

the "beauty of holiness," when the Lord's people are made
willing in Christ's power, and worship only in the beauties of

Christ's holiness. And such, the promise saith, shall be the fruit-

fulness of the womb of conversion in Christ's strength, when
he seeth the travail of his soul, that, as the dew-drops of the

morning are incalculable, so shall be the multitude of redeemed
souls that shall " flee as a cloud, and as doves to their windows !"

Precious Lord Jesus! rule thou as a King, the rightful Sove-

reign of Zion
; subdue thine enemies to the sceptre of thy grace,

and bring every knee of thy people to bend to the rod of thy
power. And oh ! almighty Father ! ever let my poor soul praise
thee, love thee, obey thee, adore thee, that thou hast fulfilled this

covenant-promise to thy dear Son, in the instance-of my soul.

Thou hast indeed subdued the natural stubbornness of my na-
ture, and made me willing to be saved in the Lord's own way,
And now, blessed Lord, I desire to bend the knee of my heart
to Jesus, and daily, hourly ascribe the whole of my salvation
"to -him that sitteth upon the throne, and to the Lamb that was
slain, for everI"

15
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But God commendeth his love towards us, in that

while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.
.;

Romans v. 8.

It is a very blessed heightening of divine mercies, when we
behold them as not only bestowed upon those that deserved them
not, but upon those that deserved the reverse of them. It is not

enough, in our account of God's love, to say that God was gra-
cious wjien we had done nothing to merit his favour, but that

God was gracious when we had done every thing to merit his

displeasure. This is among the sweet features of the gospel.
And the reason is very plain. God himself is an infinite being,
and therefore his love must be an infinite love. All the proper-
ties pf it are infinite ; it must be exercised to suit an infinite

power; it must be such as corresponds to infinite wisdom; and!

its effects must be such as shall be suited to infinite goodness.
Hence, therefore, in the display of it, such manifestations must
be given as shall set forth that the love of God, as an infinite f

-being, totally differs from the love of man, who is but a finite

creature. Our love is bounded, like ourselves, by circumstances
of a finite, limited perishing, dying nature, such as ourselves,
and all the creatures around us, partake of. But in the love of

God, there are "breadths, and lengths, and depths, and heights,

passing knowledge !" Now God commendeth his love towards
us by those properties; that is, he bids us to take notice of it by
those special marks and characters. And when the Lord sur-

priseth the souls of his people by the same astonishing instance

of his grace, in those acts of goodness, he speaks as in these

solemn words : "If it be marvellous in the eyes of the remnant
of this people in these days, should it also be marvellous in mine

eyes, saith the Lord of hosts?" (Zech. viii. 6.) How sweetly
is this shown to us in the gift of his dear Son Jesus Christ ! "When
was Christ given ? When we were enemies. On what account
was he given 1 Purely on account of God's love. And to whom,
was he given

1

? Not to his friends ; not to those who had never
offended him ; not to those who, by their affection, or by their

services, could make some return of acknowledgment for such

blessings; but to poor, helpless, barren, unprofitable sinners.

.So that the love of God in Christ is particularly recommended,
sent home, pressed upon our hearts, by this rich display of it.

To have blessed us, or to have loved us, if we had never offend-

ed God, would have been a stream too shallow; too trifling, to

show forth divine love. No !
" God commendeth his love toward

us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us." Pause,

my soul ! mark these properties, admire divine goodness, and
learn how to put a proper value upon the unparalleled love of

God in Jesus Christ.
"
So God commended his love towards us
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Jehovah-nissi.~--JBa;c)e?ws xvii. 15.

< Jehovafcnissi" is the suitable inscription for every under-

taking. The meaning is,
" The Lord is my banner." And how

blessed is it to set this over us in all the conflicts of our war-

fare, because it appeals to Qod, and calls on God to our help in

all emergencies. Hence the Church cries out, "We will rer

jpice in thy salvation, and in the name of our God we will set

up our banners." (Psalrn. xx. 5.) And how lovely is the Church
described, when strengthened in the Lord her God, "looking
forth as th,e morning, fair as the moon, clear as the sun, and ter-

rible as an army with banners !" (Song vi. 10.) But this inscrip-
tion hath a yet more special reference to Jesus. The history to

\yhich it belongs, gives us an account of Jlmalek^ with whom
the Lord declared " he would have war from generation to gene-
ration." Now as Joshua was a type of Christ, so Amalek be-

came a, type of the devil. There is nothing neutral in this war ;

.^rie that is not for us, is against us ;" but what a blessed relief

|
is it to the soul, that the issue is not doubtful ! While Christ is

oiir banner, and "Jehovah-nissi" the glorious name under whom
we fight, we shall be more than conquerors through him who

helpeth us. The cause is his, the glory of God in salvation his,

the everlasting issue of it his, and the whole termination his.

Hence we go not forth as to a thing doubtful, but already sure.

Sit down, my soul, this evening, ana write " Jehovah-nissi" upon
all that concerns thee. The Lord is engaged for thee in this

holy warfare. The Lord hath sworn that he will have war with
all the enemies of his Christ, from generation to generation.

pence he will have a suited grace, and a suited strength, pro-

portioned to the wants of all his people. The name, the person,
the work, the righteousness, the finished salvation of the Lord
Jesus is, and must be, a banner for triumph, because of the truth.

Therefore, as David, who, long before, he had possession of the

kingdom, enjoyed it by faith, so in Jesus our " Jehovah-nissi"
we may with confidence cry out, as he did,

" Gilead is mine,
and Manasseh is mine;" Christ is mine, and heaven is miue:

yea, all things are mine : for " Christ is the strength of my life,

and my portion for ever.
"

Yea, he loved the people : all his saints are in thine

hand. Deuteronomy xxxiii. 3.

My soul ! here is a very blessed portion to meditate upon in

the night-watches, and to lie down with, reposing in the bosom
of- Jesus. The word yea is a sweet scripture word, and very
strong to the purpose. God's yeas and amens are firmer than
all the oaths of creatures : and when Jehovah puts his yea to

the love that he hath to his people, it ought to give great comfort
and confidence to our faith. And oh ! what testimonies hath
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Jehovah, in his Trinity of Persons, manifested, in the Father's

i'oye, the Redeemer's grace, and the Holy Ghost's fellowship, in

proof of this affection ! Blessed Lord! help me fd keep it in ref

meinbrance. But, my soul, do not stop here." Mark what the

Holy Ghost hath said, as a farther testimony 'of it: "Airhis

saints are in thine hand." In whatever point of view we reaci

these words, they become blessed. Whether the Saints of the

Lord Jesus, here spoken of, be old testament saints, or new tes-

tament believers, the sense is the same. Jesus committed all his

people into his Father's hands. "Keep them," cried the Sa-

viour, (in that divine prayer, the specimen of his holy interces-

sion,) "keep holy, Father, through thine own name, those whom
thou hast given me !" (John xvii. 11.) And hence the Redeem-
er elsewhere saith,

" My sheep shall never perish ; neither shai}

any pluck them out of my hand. My Father who gave thefti

me, is greater than all, and none is able to pluck them out of my
Father's hand: land my Father are one." (John x. 28 30.)

Think, my soul, how eternally safe and secure must the Church
of Jesus be, thus kept by the mighty power of God, through
faith unto salvation ! What shall unclasp the hands ofJehovah 1

Who shall wrest the weakest and humblest, the poorest of

Christ's little ones, from the holding of his omnipotency "? Why
then art thou, my soul, so frequently exercised with fears, and
doubts, and misgivings! It is the Lord's love that is the foun-

dation of thy assurance, and not the strength of thy graces !

His own free mercy, and not thy merit, were the first causes of

thy calling : and what is it now, in thy present preservation, but

the same which holds thee up, and carries thee through every

difficulty !
" Yea, he loved the people :" that is the source, the

reason* the sole motive. And their safety he secures : "All his

saints are in thy hands!". Precious Lord Jesus! it is enough.
How shall a child of thine perish, when secured by such al-

mighty support ? Oh ! to hear thy voice, in the soft whispers
of thy love, comforting my soul, as thou didst the Church of old ;

" Can a woman forget her sucking-child, that she should not
have compassion on the son of her womb? Yea, they may for-

get : yet will I not forget thee. Behold, I have graven thee upon
the palms of my hands; thy walls are continually before me."

Thou weniest forth for the salvation o thy people,
even for salvation with thine anointed. Hob. iii. 13.

Every view ofredemption is blessed : but there are some views

transcendently so. .And when the soul is led out in the conten>

plation of Jehovah, in his Trinity of persons, Father, Son, and

Holy Ghost, all engaged, in their goings forth from everlasting,
for the accomplishment of it, there is somewhat which overpowers
the mind with the greatness, and the surpassing glory of the
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subject. As the salvation of the Lord s people isfrom Jehovah,
and from all eternity, so is it to Jehovah, and to all eternity.

All the springs of it are from this one source, and tend to this one

end. The song of heaven, which John heard, so proclaimed it:

for while the address was to the Lamb, in ascribing to him all

the glory of the work, the great purpose for which it was

wrought was ascribed to the Father: "Thou wert slain, and
hast redeemed us to God by thy blood." (Rev. v. 9,) My soul!

Mark the similar expression in this song or prayer of the pro-

phet. Jehovah "went forth for the salvation of his people;
even for salvation with his anointed." And was not Christ the

anointed of the Father
1

? And did not Jehovah go forthwith

Christ, upholding, supporting, carrying on, and completing re-

demption-work in, and by, and with Jesus 1 Yea, did not Jesus

go forth from everlasting, when his delights were with the Child-

ren of men before the world 1 Is it not of Jesus that it is said,;
"Then I was by him, as one brought up with- him: and I was
daily his delight, rejoicing always before him; rejoicing in the
habitable part of his earth, and my delights were with the sons
of men"?" (Prov. viii. 30, 31.) Oh! the soul-comforting sub-

ject!* How truly blessed to see the whole Godhead thus en-

gaged in the salvation of poor sinners ! Yes ! blessed Lord Je-

sus ! it is plain, that in all the goings forth of Jehovah, the

redemption of thy Church was the one great objectjmd design.

Before time began to be numbered, thou wentest forth. In time,
when thou earnest in substance of our flesh, still the salvation

of thy people was the object. And now in eternity, thou art

still going forth, in thy priestly office on thy throne, which thou
art carrying on in heaven to the same purpose, to make the sal-

vation of thy people secure. Oh ! for grace to keep these views

always in remembrance, that, while Jehovah is thus, in one
eternal act, going forth for the salvation of his redeemed, all his

redeemed may go forth in love, and adoration, and praise, in the

acknowledgment of the mystery of God, and of the Father and
of Christ : and here on earth begin the song which is never to

end in heaven: "To him that loved us, .and washed us from
our sins in his own blood, and hath made us kings and priests
Unto God and his Father : to him be glory and dominion, for ever
and ever." Amen.

So Christ was once offered, to bear the sins of many;
and unto them that look for him, shall he appear the se-

cond time without sin unto salvation. Heb. ix. 28.

My soul ! pause over this blessed, portion, for it is most bless-
ed, and seek from God the Holy Ghost, grace to gather all its

sweets for thine evening enjoyment. Every word is big with
importance. And, first, who is it that is here said to have been

* 15*
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once offered ? Even Christ, the^ent, the sealed, the anointed of JF.et

hpvah. So that when thou goest to a throne of grace, to pleadfqr
mercy in the blood and righteousness.of Jesus Christ, thou goest
in his name, whom thy God and Father hath appointed. / Thou
then-tellest thy God, what thy God first told thee. He, in whose
name, blood, and righteousness, thou askest

redemption, is he,
whom Jehovah himself " hath set forth as a propitiation through-
faith in his blood." Hence it is impossible not to succeed. "1
have given him." (saith the Lord)

" for a covenant to the.peo-

ple." Next, consider the fulness, the greatness, the all-suf-

ficiency, of this sacrifice, which thy Jesus hath offered. He
was once offered. Yes ! it is enough :

" For by that one offering
he hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified." There was,
and is, more merit in that one offering of the Lord Jesus Christ,
to take away sins, than there is demerit in all the sins of his

people for ever. Mark this down also, when thou goest to the

throne. Thou art seeking redemption upon the plea and footing
of a full and rich equivalent made by thy surety, under Jehovah's
own appointment and authority. Then go on to that other most

interesting part of this precious verse :
" And unto thern that look

for him, shall he appear the second time without sin unto sal-

vation." Pause, my soul, over these words. When thy Jesus

appeared the first time, he came as the burden-bearer of all the^

sins of his redeemed. And though in himself" he was holy, harm-

less, undefiled, separate from sinners, and made higher than the

heavens," yet he was made both " sin and a curse for us, thatwe
might be made the righteousness of God in him." Hence all

the sins of his redeemed were charged upon him, and " the Lord
Jehovah laid upon him the iniquity of us all." But when he
had by himself purged our sins, the whole weight and pressure
of sin, with all its tremendous effects, were for ever done away.
And therefore unto them that look for him, when he shall appear
the second time, it will be without sin unto salvation. He. put
away sin by hisjirst corning: and by his second, he will put all

his redeemed into the complete possession of that salvation which,
by his one offering of himself for sin, he hath eternally secured.

What sayestthou, my soul, concerning thyself, and thy personal

hope in these glorious things 1 Art thou one of that blessed,

happy number who are thus looking for Jesus? Dost thou be-

lieve that Jesus died and rose again ? Art thou so well pleased
with the merits and efficacy of this one ofTering of the body of

Jesus Christ, oncefor all, as to seek no other, to desire no other ;

yea, to renounce and despise every other'? Pause, and duly
consider. These are solemn soul transactions. A mistake here~

is a mistake indeed. Oh ! it is blessed to be well pleased with
what Jehovah hath declared himself well pleased with : and to

be satisfied, yea, well satisfied, with what Jehovah is well satis-

fied. For then thou wilt be daily on the look-out for thy Lord's

return, as one that is on the look-cut for a dearly beloved friend,
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Ahd.thus, if thou-art in love, with his appearing
1

; loving all that

appears to promote thy Redeemer's glory on earth, in the con-

version of sinners, and comforting of saints, loving his Churchy
his Zion* his ordinances, his, people; shortly the hour will ar-.

rivej in which the Master will come, and call for thee; thou shalt

hear his chariot-wheels at the door, and his voice will be dis-

tinctly heard by thy waiting spirit :
"
Arise, my fair one, and

come away !"
.

: .

He brought me to the banqueting-house, and his ban-

ner over me was love. Song ii. 4.

In whatever sense thou art led, my soul, to look at the ban-r

queting-house of Jesus, thy joy will be great in the contempla-
tion. And if he who hath prepared the banqueting-house, and
well stored it with every thing to aiford a spiritual repast, will

lead thee thither, and regale thee there with the rich enjoyment
of himself, and the fulness of blessings in him, thou wilt have a
feast of fat things indeed! 'Come then, this evening, and take a
view of Jesus' banqueting-house, and wait on thy kind and con-

descending Lord. He hath been known to take home many a

poor, waiting, hungry sinner, that hath been on the look-out for

him, to his banqueting-house, and given him a gracious, full, and

satisfying entertainment. Come then, my soul, and see this ban-

queting-house of Jesus. Some have looked at it as the covenant

itself of redemption ; for this is indeed a house of banquet, where

every thing that can enrich the soul in the love of God the Father,
God the Son, and God the holy Ghost, is found. Oh ! the bless-

edness of this covenant! Well might David, when he was
brought into it, exult and say, "This is all my salvation, and all

my desire !" And some have looked at the banqueting-house, and

thought
it meant the Church^ the house of God ; for here all the

blessings
of the covenant are given to the guests which Jesus

brings into it. And here again we find, that they who are bless-

ed, with a place in God's house are so delighted as to resolve to

go out no more. " Here would I dwell" (is the language that

expresseth the sentiment of all) :
" this is my rest for ever; here

will I dwell, for I have a delight therein." (Psalm cxxxii. 14.)
And some have lookeTj at the banqueting-house of the Lord

Jesus, and considered, that it is the blessed " word of God, the

scriptures of truth." And certain it is, that "
they contain the

words of eternal life;" and open every day, and all the day, an

everlasting supply to banquet the hungry soul, and to satiate the
sorrowful soul. 0?ie, who could not be mistaken, said, when he
hadbeen feeding upon the rich things contained in it, "Thy words
were found, and I did eat them, and thy word was unto me the

joy and rejoicing of my heart." (Jerem. xv. 16.) And another,

not less taught, cried out in a transport,
" O how I love thy law!
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it is my meditation all the day." (Psalm cxix. 97.) But I see np
reason why the whole may not be considered as the banqueting-
hpuse of Jesus. For when, by the sweet influences of his spirit,

he hath brought his redeemed into, a heartfelt enjoyment of an
interest in his covenant, his Church, and Scriptures, every word,
ordinance, and means of grace, with all the promises, are the in-

heritance of his people. Pause, my soul, and inquire, whether
the Lord Jesus hath thus brought thee in ? Art thou acquainted
with his banqueting-house, and convinced that none but Jesus

could'bring thee in? It is a solemn thought ! A man may attend

the Church, may read the scriptures, follow ordinances ; yea, go
to the Lord's table; but unless Jesus, by his Holy Spirit, leads

the sinner there, meets him there, and blesseth him there, to

what purpose will be the going? Look to it, my soul, that thy
visits are by the Lord's invitation, and thy welcome from him ;'

yea, that he leads thee by the hand, meets thee, and blesseth

thee ; sets his banner over thee of love, and bids thee partake
largely in the riches of his grace and salvation, in those well
known words of thy Lord :

"
Eat, friends ; drink, yea, drink

abundantly, O beloved !"

Whom having not seen, ye love
; in whom, though

now ye see him not. yet believing, ye rejoice with joy
1 Ul J f 11\ C 1 *.!_ J f

unspeakable and full or glory ; receiving the end 01

your faith, even the salvation of your souls.

1 Peter i. 8, 9.

} My soul ! mark what a blessed testimony believers of the pre-
sent hour are here said to give to an unseen, but dearly beloved

Redeemer; and behold what blessed effects are induced in the

soul by such lively acts of faith upon his person and righteous-
ness ! And indeed, when it is considered who Christ is, what he
is to us, what he hath done for us, and what he is for ever doing
for us, and will do to all eternity, who but must love him 1 In
his person all divine perfections centre ; whatever tends to make
any creature lovely, in heaven or on earth, is found in Jesus in

the most eminent degree. For there is nothing lovely in crea-

tures of any character, whether angels or men, but it is derived,

from him : it is Jesus that gives all that excellency and grace
which they possess ; the whole is found in him and received/rowi
him. And when to these views of what Christ is in himself, the
believer considers what he is to him, what he hath wrought, and
what he hath accomplished in redemption for him, such thoughts
of Jesus, under the teachings of the Holy Ghost, in his glorifying
him to the soul, give

" a joy unspeakable and full of glory." My
soul ! what saith thine own experience to these truths 1 Surely
Christ is a portion full enough, and rich enough for every poor
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sinner to liye upon to all eternity. And if thou hastbe,en

taught (as I trust thou hast long since been taught, and long

piroved) that all the fulness in Jesus is for his people ; .that his

grace is magnified in giving out of his fulness to supply their

need ; yea, that Jesus waits to be gracious, and is as truly glori-
fied, when a poor creature lives by faith and joy upon his bounty,
as he is when that poor creaturg lays himself out in praises_fbr
that bounty ; surely, though thou hast never seen Christ in the

flesh, yet by faith thou hast seen him, and lived upon him, and
hast such believing views of him, as giveth thee present peace,
and immediate enjoyment of salvation. Oh! the felicity of thus

realizing future things by present possession ! Oh ! the blessed-

ness of substantiating things unseen by the strength of that faith

which worketh by love ! See to it, my soul, that thy God and
Saviour is increasingly precious, and increasingly lovely, day by
day. See to it that he who is lovely to the Father, and to the

Holy Ghost ; the praise of all his saints in glory ; the joy and
adoration of angels, and the spirits ofjustmen made perfect ; and

lovely to .all creation, but to devils and poor, blind, unawakened
sinners : see to it, my soul, that this lovely and all-loving Jesus
is the first, and best, and completely satisfying object of thy de-

light; that this blessed testimony, which the Holy Ghost hath

here given of the faithful, may be thine ; and that though not

having seen Jesus, you love him, and though unseen you believe

in him. This will be to rejoice with a joy unspeakable, and full

of glory ; receiving the end of your faith, even in the salvation

of your soul.

Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel

of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor
sitteth in the seat of the scornful. But his delight is in

the law of the Lord, and in his law doth he meditate

day and night. Psalm i. 1, 2.

It is blessed to read every portion of scripture which speaketh
of perfection in our nature, as referring to the person of the God-
man Christ Jesus ; and then, from pur union with him, and inte-

rest in him, to mark our connection as his people, and our con-
cern in all that is said or written of him. In the book of Psalms,
particularly, there are numberless passages, which say that of ho-

liness, which can be said of none among the fallen sons of men
with the smallest shadow of truth. Who is the -man, and where
to be found, that hath never walked in the counsel of the un-

godly ; nor yet, which is more than walking, hath stood, as one
not distressed at it, in the way of sinners; nor yet sat down,
which is worse than all, in the scorner's chair ? None of the
children of men could ever lay claim to the blessedness of such a



178 JUNE 10.

conduct from his own personal holiness in it. But if we read
words with reference to the ever-blessed and ever-holy Jesus, all

this, and infinitely more, 5,8 true ; for such was the spotless purity
of thev Redeemer, that his whole nature .was altogether clean;;

yea, the law of Jehovah was in his very bowels. (See the mar-

gin of the^Bible, Psalm xl. 8.) My soul ! behold, in this ac-

count, the true character of thy Lord; and in it behold the

holiness and purity of that nature, in whose holiness and purity
atone thou canst ever see the face of God, in grace here by
faith, and in glory hereafter by sight in open fruitions Thus read,
and thus accepted, the passage in this Psalm becomes blessed in-

deed. In his righteousness, his people are made righteous ; and

by virtue of an union with him, and interest in him, and in all

that concerns him, being joined to the Lord by one spirit, the

souls of the. redeemed walk as he walked, avoid the society of

the profane, and sit not in the counsel of the ungodly. Precious

Spirit of all truth ! do thou thus glorify the Lord Jesus to my
view ; take of the things of Christ, and show them to me ; and

grant me daily fellowship and communion with the Father, and
with his Son Jesus Christ !

And Jesus said, Who touched me ? When all de-

nied, Peter, and they that were with him, said, Master,
the multitude throng thee, and press thee, and sayest

thou, Who touched me? And Jesus said, Somebody
hath touched me

;
for I perceive that virtue is gone out

of me.--.Lw/ce viii. 45, 46.

What a most interesting passage is here ! What an evidence

does it afford of the clear knowledge of the Lord Jesus; and, by
an undeniable conclusion from such a proof of his omniscience,
what a testimony it brings with it of the Godhead of Christ!

Pause, my soul, over the portion, and mark it well. Next pass
on to another sweet improvement of it, and duly consider what a

beautiful distinction is, here drawn between the violent pressure
of the throng, and the gentle touch of faith. Multitudes crowd
to churches, and they hear of Jesus ;. but the personal knowledge
and enjoyment of the Lord Jesus, is this touching him. Oh ! for

grace to have this right discrimination ! It-is very easy to attend

the means of grace, to hear or read the holy scriptures ; nay, to

have a clear head-knowledge of divine things, and even to press
after information concerning Christ ; but all these may be, and

perhaps often are, void of that life-giving, life-imparting know-

ledge and enjoyment of Christ in the soul, which is really touch-

ing Christ by faith, and believing in him to the salvation of the

soul. Once more, remark yet farther, the knowledge Jesus hath
of all the individual cases of his afflicted people. He saw this
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poor woman amidst the Whole crowd. He knew her case, knew
all that had passed. In the greatest throng, Jesus's eye is upon
each and upon all. He knoweth what the needy require, and

what the secret sighs of his poor people express ; and it is Jesus

that communicates virtue, grace, strength, comfort, and help, in

all their vast varieties. What a sweet thought is it then,my soul,

for thee to go in the greatest throng, as well as in the most secret

retirement ! Jesus encourageth thy faith, bids thee come and
touch the hem of his garment, and, depend upon it, as in the

instance of this poor woman, however unobserved or unknown

by others, his eye is upon thee for good. The language of Jesus

to every one of this description is son, daughter,
" be of good

cheer, thy faith hath made thee whole ; go in peace !"

And the Lord went before them by day in a pillar of

a cloud, to lead them the way ;
and by night in a pillar

of fire, to give them light ;
to go by day and night. He

took not away the pillar of the cloud by day, nor the

pillar of fire by night, from before the people.
Exodus xiii. 21, 22.

My soul ! look back, this evening, to the Church's history in

the wilderness, and behold how Jesus watched over his people
then, as he doth now. Surely it is sweet, it is blessed, to mark
the same evidences of the Redeemer's love, and to observe, that

in affection to his people (as in person, so in love) he is "the
same yesterday, to-day, and for ever." Amongmany precious tes-

timonies to this effect, that of the pillar of the cloud by day, and
of fire by night, in the camp of Israel, is not the least. We are

told in this scripture, that the Lord was in this cloud ; and an-

other scripture confirms it, saying, that Jehovah "spake unto
them out of the cloudy pillar." It is wonderful to conceive what
effect must have been wrought on the minds of the people by this

constant display of the Lord's goodness. Contrary to all other

clouds, it was always stationary, always near the tabernacle, and
acted as the reverse of all other clouds, in that it shone bright

by night, and was dark as a cloud to obscure the sun's brightness
and scorching rays by day. Besides these and other wonder-
ful properties, its movements became the token for the camp ,of

Israel to move, and when it rested, it implied that Israel was to.

rest also. And thus, not for a short transient march or two, not
on any particular emergency, but it became the guide and pro-
tection of Israel for forty years together, until all the people of
God arrived in the promised land. Pause, my soul, and ponder
over the grace of -thy covenant God in Christ, in this standing
miracle ; and when thou hast duly considered the wonderful sub-

ject, say, was not Jesus then as much, in type and figure, preached
to the Church of old, as he is now in sum and substance ? Was
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the Lord veiled in a cloud then, and hath he not since veiled him-

self in our flesh 1 Did he go before the people then, and doth

he not, the same now? \?Vas he stationary then, that is, ever

with them, and is he not with his people "always, even unto'

the end of the world]" Was the cloud in the wilderness the

reverse of all other clouds, shining by night, but becoming a

grateful screen by day?
" And is not Jesus all this, and more;

shining most bright upon his people when they are in darkness,
and sheltering them when the heat of persecution or distress is

at the height 1 Did the cloud never depart from the people

during their forty years' journey through the wilderness, until

they arrived at Canaan ? And doth not our Lord go before, and
follow his redeemed, all the way of their pilgrimage, until he
hath brought them home safe to heaven 1 O thou glorious, gra-

cious, great I AM ! Be thou, dearest Lord, still the light, the

way, the truth, and the life, to all thy redeemed. And as now,
since thou hast finished redemption-work by thine open presence
upon earth, in substance of our flesh, and " washed away the

filth of the daughters of Zion, and purged the blood of Jerusalem
from the midst thereof, by the spirit of judgment, and by the

spirit of burning," do thou, Lord, fulfil that sweet promise, and
" create upon every dwelling-place of mount Zion, and upon her

assemblies, a cloud and a smoke by day, and the shining of a

flaming fire by night ; for upon all the glory shall be a defence !"

(Isaiah iv. 4, 5.)
'

The Lord thy God in the midst of thee is mighty.
He will save. He will rejoice over thee with joy. He
will rest in his love. He will joy over thee with sing-

ing. Zeph. iii. 17.

My soul ! look at this Old Testament promise, through the

medium of the New Testament dispensation, and behold what a
cluster of rich blessings it contains; and which, like all the

other promises of the Bible, is " yea and amen in Christ JesuS !"

And observe how it opens. The Lord thy God, that is, Jehovah,
in his threefold character, in rich covenant engagements, is " in

the midst of thee ;" hath set up his throne in Zion, and lives,
and reigns, and governs in the hearts of his redeemed. So said

Jesus, and so that dear Lord explained it in after ages :
" If a

man love me, he will keep my words; and my Father will love

him, and we will come unto him; and make our abode with him."

(John xiv. 23.) "I will pray the Father, and he shall give you
another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever, even
the Spirit of truth." (John xiv. 16, 17.) Mark, these blesse^,

precious truths, my soul,Jn the most lively characters, on thine

heart; and hence learn, that the Lord thy God, in covenant-

engagements, dwelleth in the midst of his people, and in the
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hearts ofjiis people ; that, Hke. the sun at mid-day, in the centre

of tile heavens, he may enlighten, warm, refresh, and give forth

all his blessings to bless thee. Next mark what ,the prophet
saith of this covenant Lord God, who is in the midst of his

.Church and people :
* He is mighty !" Shout aloud at this, my

soul; for if he be mighty, then he will support thy weakness,
arid subdue thy foes. What can bear down or destroy the soul,

whom this mighty God upholds 1 What shall, arise to distress a
child of God, as long as God is almighty? And if he hath en-

gaged to be for thee, who can dare to be against theeV Sweet
consideration! What signifies my weakness, while Christ is

strong] Yea, his strength will be made perfect in my weak-
ness. Go on farther, my soul, in looking over the many blessed

things spoken of in this verse. " He will save." Yea, he hath

saved, and doth save, and will save. And this is the very cause,
the

angel said, for which his name should be.called JESUS ; "for
he shall save his people from their sins." (Matt. i. 21.) Think
of this, when, at any time, sin or sorrow, trial or temptation,
would cast thee down. Jesus is still Jesus ; still on his throne :

yea thy Saviour. Amidst all thy changeableness, there is no

change in him. And observe yet farther, how the prophet
chimes on those sweet words :

" He will rejoice over thee with

joy: he will rest in his love: he will joy over thee with sing-

ing." Pause, my soul, over this most gracious account. Jesus
not only saves, not only pardons, but he doth it as God, as
Jesus. It is his joy, his

delight,
his pleasure, to do so. As he

saith in another scripture,
" Yea, I will rejoice over them, to do

them good, and I will plant them in this land assuredly, with

my whole heart, and with my whole soul." (Jerem. xxxii. 41.)
And as the poor timid believer, from feeling such coldness and
deadness, as at times he doth in himself 'feel, is but too easily

prevailed upon by the enemy, and by his own unbelieving heart,
to suppose the same of Jesus, that he might not give way to

this temptation, the Lord adds,
" he will rest in his love ;" will

abide in it unmoved, and without change; for, as he saith in

another scripture,
" the Lord God of Israel hateth putting away."

(Mai. ii. 16.) Oh ! what a multitude of sweet things are folded

up in this verse! Jesus rejoiceth over his people; yea Jesus

joys over them with singing. How often have I seen, in some
lovely evening like the present, that sweet bird of the air, called
the sky-lark^ mount aloft from her nest, still looking at her young
as. she ascends ; and when advanced to her height, warbling in
the most delightful notes over her brood ; until at length, with
all the rapidity of love, she darts down to cover, to feed, and to

protect them! Thus, but in an infinitely higher degree, doth
Jesiis joy over his children with singing, resting in his love;
and is ever near, ever mighty to defend, to bless, to keep, and
to,make happy, those who rest in his strength; while he rests
in his love, being their God, and they his people.

16
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The golden pot that had manna. Hebrews 'is.. 4.

There is somewhat very blessed in the account given cottcern-

irig the, furniture of the second tabernacle. Some few evenings
since, my soul, a glance was taken of the candlestick, the table,

and shew-bread, in the first tabernacle. Perhaps the Lord the

Holy Ghost will open to thy meditation some edifying consider-

ations in the view of the contents- of the second. The golden pot,
which preserved the manna pure, that in itself was soon subject
to corruption, was unquestionably a beautiful emblem of the

divine nature of Jesus, imparting durableness and dignity to his

human nature. We are told concerning
1

the manna, that if the

Israelites kept it, though but for a day, (except when miracu-

lously preserved pure on the Sabbath-day, to remind them of that

ordinance,) it bred worms, and stank. (Exod. xvi. 20.) But in

.this golden pot, an omer-full of manna put therein was laid up
before the Lord as a memorial, and preserved pure. Precious
Lord Jesus ! do I not learn from hence, that it is thou, and thou

alone, who givest life, and purity, and sweetness, to our poor
persons and offerings'? Every thing in us, and from us, must,
like ourselves, be corrupt, and is indeed part of ourselves, and

subject to putrefaction ; but in thee, and by thee, as the manna
was preserved in the golden pot, we are preserved, made clean

and holy, in thy holiness and purity. And surely, Lord, I learn,

moreover, from this part of the furniture, in the second tabernacle,
that as thou art entered into the holy place, there to appear in

the presence of God for us, so, by this emblem of the golden
pot, is set forth the sweet communion and fellowship which thy
people now are privileged to enjoy, in thee, and from thee, and
withAhee ! Yea, Lord, thou art still the bread of God, the

living bread, which that manna represented : and still dost thou
feed thy Church above, and lead them to fountains of living
waters. ; And surely, Lord, thou wilt no less feed thy Church

below, which yet remains in this dry and barren wilderness,
" where no water is." I hear what the Spirit saith unto the

Churches, and I feel delight: "To him that overcdmeth will I

'"give to eat of 'the hidden manna." (Rev. ii. 17.)

Aaron's rod that budded.- Hebrews^. 4.

One viQw more of the inner tabernacle, arid the articles 'of

furniture .therein contained, maybe rendered profitable under
'the Spirit's teaching ; and therefore, my soul, look at that 'stand-

ing miracle, .which was preserved there, of the rod of Aaron.

;TUe 'history of it is related in the book of Numbers, chap. xyii.
jt was thejmethpd which the Lord was graciously pleased to ap-

^jpplrit, for the determining n whom his choice lested/fdr thje

.priesthood. *o this end a rod was taken from every tribe, and
laid up before tnVIibrd In ifie tabefriacle ; 'the Lord n'avih'g de-
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elare.d that whichsovey of, the tribes hadj
the

(rp^ tp; blossom,

should; be. the. man. ,The rod of Aaroq, on'"tlie inojfrbW, tiad

feudSj and blossoms, and fruits. Rut in' all theseV Chjist, in iiis

everlasting priesthood, was
typified. To behold a dry stick;

bring forthrbuds, and become green and flourishing, was miracu-

lous, and only to be referred into the sovereign power and will

of God. But, my soul, when we see Jesus as the branch out ofl

the root of Jesse, we behold him, as the prophet, ages before

his "incarnation, described him, growing up before Jehovah in

his tabernacle," as the rod laid up before him, "a tender plant,
and as a root out of a dry ground." (Isaiah liii. 2.) And as thq

rod of Aaron had in one and the same moment the whole pro-
duct of the season in buds, and blossoms, and fruits, so in the

everlasting priesthood of Christ are suited graces for the several

ages of his Church, and the several wants of all his people.

Precious Jesus ! may my soul unceasingly look unto thee, as

my faithful, everlasting and unchangeable High-Priest ! And
do thou, Lord, "send the rod of thy strength out of ^lion: rule
thou in the midst of thine enemies !" Full sure I am, O Lord,
that every thing in rne, and from me, like the rods of the dif-

ferent tribes of Israel, will remain dry, and neither give forth

bud nor blossom. To thee, and the rod of thy strength, there-

fore, will I look, that thou mayest give life and grace to my poor
soul, to bring forth fruit unto God, by grace here, and glory for

ever.

Yet have I set my king upon my holy hill of Zion. I

will declare the decree. Psalm ii. 6, 7.

Here is a subject, my soul, opened for thy meditation, which
neither the evening nor day of thy whole life, no, nor eternity
itself, will ever be long enough to exhaust. Some, of the outlines

may be gathered here below, when God the Holy Ghost conde-
scends to teach; but the subject itself will, no doubt, be among
the glorious employments of heaven. It should seem, that the
divine speakers here are God the Father and God the Son, We
find similar instances in the word of God. (See Isaiah Vi. and

xlix; John xii. 27, 28.) And the beloved apostle was led into

an apprehension of the same subject, for the Church's instruc-

tion in that vision he saw. (Rev. v. 1, 9.) In this vision, Jesus
is represented as taking the book, and opening it, and declaring
the contents of it.' Hence, therefore, when God the Father saith,
as in this psalm, "I have set my King upon my holy hill of
Zion." Jesus, as King, declares "the decree" of the counsel of

peace, which was between them both, for the salvation of his
.Church and people. ,

And what was the decree but the decree
from all eternity ; namely, that Jehovah would give a Churcji
to his dear Son, and his dear Son to the Church : that Jesqs
shoul.d take the name of his people, and their nature ;
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glorious head and representative; redeem them from the

ruins of the fall, and make them altogether glorious and lovely,
from his comeliness, thatJhe would put upon them? Upon
Christ's thus undertaking the salvation of his people,

" the de-

cree went forth," that all power should be his, as Mediator, in

heaven and in earth. It began from everlasting; for from ever-

lasting, by this decree, Jesus was set up as the glorious head and
mediator before all worlds. The same power became his in time ;

and the same power is his to all eternity. Hence, therefore,
Jesus is no sooner seated on his throne on his holy hill- of Zion,
but he sends forth the decree; and God the Father confirms the

whole, in giving him "the heathen for his inheritance, and the

uttermost parts of the earth for his possession." Hail, then,
thou sovereign Lord ! thou.almighty king, upon thy holy hill of

Zion! Gladly do I acknowledge thee to be my king and my
God : for, by Jehovah's appointment, by thy conquesKof my
heart, and by the voluntary surrender of myself since thou hast

brought me under the power of thy grace, am I thine, and no

longer my own. Oh ! for grace so to acknowledge thee, so to

obey thee, so to" love thee, that while the Lord Jehovah hath set

thee upon thy throne, his grace also may give thee the throne oif

my heart! And while all thine enemies must bow before thee,

may all thy friends and followers rejoice in thy service! Even
so, Amen.

Yea, the stork in the heaven knoweth her appointed

times; and the turtle, and the crane, and the swallow,
observe the time of their coming ;

but my people know
not the judgment of the Lord. Jeremiah viii. 7.

When the Lord would expostulate with his people, what
methods he graciously adopts ! There are no creatures in nature

so dull, so senseless, and stupid, as God's people are, by reason
of the fall. Every animal hath an instinct, prompting to self-

preservation. Are they exposed to danger, how speedily do they
endeavour to remove ! Are they apprehensive of a storm, they
flee to some covering to hide them ! The birds of passage, when
the first symptoms of winter appear, gather together, to depart
to a warmer climate! But man, poor, blind improvident man!
no winter of death can admonish him

;
no approach of the de-

parting day of life can prevail upon him to flee from the wrath
to come. My soul! look round human life, and mark this, by
way of admiring, more and more, distinguishing grace, which
enabled thee to estimate thy privileges, and discern that sove-

reign, bountiful mercy, which maketh thee to differ from another.
" What hast thou, which thou didst not receive ?" But, dearest

Lord, is it not to copy after that oracious feeling of thine, which
thou hadst in the days of thy flesh, when thou hadst compassion
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on the multitude,: in beholding them famishing, and was moye.d

iu! pity towards them, when we behold the great mass of thought-

less sinners, whose concern for self-preservation doth not come

PP to that of the brute which perisheth 1 In.common life all ar

interested and earnest in the pursuit of the different objects of

the -world; the traveller is full of thought, in his way home, to

see- that hi.s path be right ; the mariner would not run contrary
to the direction of the compass; the man of trade never acts in

opposition to the gain of that trade; neither does the man of

pleasure lose sight of what will most likely promote that plea-
Sure. But thy people, blessed Jesus, are everlastingly pursuing
what they have proved a thousand times to be vain and unsatis-

fying; yet they pursue it again, and do not learn to "know the

judgment of the Lord." Blessed Lord ! undertake for me pity,

compassionate, direct, guide, keep me ! Oh ! for grace to learn,

and rightly to value, the things of salvation ! And, convinced that

Christ is all and in all, may I never seek from the creature what
only can be found in the Creator! And having discovered, the

vanity of every thing out of Christ, may I, \yhere Christ is not,
from' henceforth learn, with the Church, to say,

" Whom have I

in heaven but theel and there is none upon earth that 1 desire in

comparison of thee; my flesh and my heart faileth : but thou art

the strength ofmy heart and my portion for ever !"

I shall behold man no more, with the inhabitants of

the world. Isaiah xxxviii. 11.

My soul! though thou art, I trust, prepared for thy great

change, and in an habitual state for death, whenever the Lord
shall come to take thee home, yet there is also an actual state

of being on the look-out for it, so that it is proper at times to go
down to the grave, in imagination, before thou art carried thither

in reality ; that by earthing thyself, thou mayest consider what
will be the immediate consequence of death in those things which
are now most about thee, and with which thou art necessarily
much occupied. "Thou wilt behold man no more, with the in-

habitants of the wor!4 :" would it hot be proper, then, to wean
thyself from too great an acquaintance with them now, that the

separation may be the less felt 1 Thou wilt be called upon to

enter upon a state altogether new, and a path thou hast never
before trodden; and would it not be wise to send forth inquiries

concerning them, such as scripture gives the clearest answer to,
and study the best way to make preparation, in Jesus, for thy
change? What 'a blessed example hath the apostle Paul left

upon record of his conduct in this particular :
" I protest (said he

to the Corinthian Church, speaking on this subjectVby your re-

joicing which I have in Christ Jesus our Lord, I die daily."
(1 Cor, xv. 31.) Sucji were both the habitual and actual frames

16*
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of Paul's mind, that he was every day, and alkthe day, waiting;
and looking for his master's call. The fact was, he knew the

certainty of the ground on which he stood; he had no farther

question to ask concerning his safety in Christ; and, therefore;
he rather wished to bring the hour on than to put it off, His
whole -heart, his whole affections, centered in Christ: and as

such, though to live was Christ, yet to die was gain. My soul !

what sayest thou to this blessed frame 1 Oh! for the same
earnestness and fronvthe same cause ; that whether this night,
or at cock-crowing, or in the morning, when the Lord comes;

though thou wilt behold man no more, with the inhabitants of

the world, yet thou wilt behold the face* of God in glory; and
when thou awakest after his likeness, thou wilt be satisfied

with it.

Elect, according to the fore-knowledge of God the

Father, through sanctification of the Spirit, unto obe-

dience, and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ.

1 Peter i.2.

Of all blessings, surely this is the highest, and the best, which
holds forth to a poor sinner the assurance of redemption, as th5

united result of the love, grace, and mercy of all the persons in

the Godhead. My soul ! pause over the glorious truth, and

sweetly mark the testimony of each co-operating and acting to-

gether in the great work of salvation. Behold thy God and
Father setting apart, from all eternity, the chosen vessels of

mercy, foreknowing, and fore-appointing every event,in his own
counsel, purpose, and will. What a blessed thought in the mind
of the redeemed, is this to live upon, to cherish, and keep alive

in the soul, from day to day, to call up the unceasing fruits of

adoration, love, duty, and praise, in grace here, .and in glory to

all eternity. Go on, my soul, to the contemplation of the second

chapter in his holy volume of grace and mercy : and mark what
the apostle hath here said of " the sanctification of the Spirit."
So that the blessed hand of the Holy Ghost is as much engaged
in this beneficent act of redemption, in J;he existence of every
individual, as the fore-knowledge and appointment of God the

Father, or of the obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus

Christ. Yea, all the glory of redemption in the grace provided

by the Father, and the merits of the Son's blood and righteous-
ness, depend, for the personal enjoyment of it, in the case of each

believer, upon the Holy Ghost's revelation of it in the soul. Oh !

it is blessed to see, to feel, to know, and to enjoy those gracious
communications of God's Christ in the soul, which God the Holy
Ghost awakens, and excites, and brings home to the mind. And
no less, as the meritorious cause of all (the third chapter in this

jyonderful volume) do thou contemplate, my soul, the two united
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branches of thy redemption; the obedience and atonement in the

sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ. How comprehensive;

yet how full and, satisfactory1 It is Jesus, as God's righteous
servant, that by his perfect obedience hath justified his people*
And it is the death of the cross which fully atoned for their trans-

gression: "The blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth from all sin."

Behold then, my soul! in these three glorious chapters of re-

demption, how all the great charter of grace is summed up and
contained. Take it with thee as thine evening portion : let it lie

down with thee", and arise with thee; and carry it about with

thee, for thine unceasing meditation during the whole of thy day
of grace, until grace be swallowed up in eternal glory!

My heart is fixed, O God, my heart is fixed
;
I will

sing and give praise. Psalm Ivii. 7.

iMy soul ! here is a delightful subject proposed for thine even-

ing meditation, in the fixedness of the heart : the only possible

way of really
"
singing and giving praise to the Lord" with the

heart, is when the Lord hath fixed thine heart to the service.

Many rush to ordinances, as the unthinking horse rusheth to the

battle. Not so, my soul, be thy practice. See to it, that he, who
alone can give a fixedness to the heart, hath fixed thine ; for theii^

when the view of a God in Christ is brought home by the Holy
Ghost to thy warmest and most devout affections, then, and not

before, will there be a going forth of those affections, awakened
and led by the same almighty Spirit, upon the glorious person of

thy Lord, and faith will be in lively exercise, in a way of praise,
and love, and obedience, and joy. Then thou wilt sing and give

praise "with the spirit, and with the understanding also." Sit

down now, in the coolness of this sweet summer evening, and
wait upon thy Jesus in silence and in meditation before him,
until the Lord hath given thee this fixedness of affection on his

person and righteousness ; and then thou wilt find a fitness for
devotion, and a fitness in devotion, from the sweet influences of
God the Holy Ghost. Oh ! how blessed is it to retire from

every eye but his, who seeth in secret ; and to remember, that

while thine eye is looking upon him, he is ever looking updn
thee ! Such a thought as this begins to give a fixedness to the

heart : for the whole current and stream of the affections are di-

rected, and therefore pour in, to this one channel ; so that, like a
river not divided, nothing of it runs another way. Think when
the full tide of thine affections is thus tending to the person of

Jesus, shall not such a fixedness of thought make thee cry out,
as David :

" My heart is fixed, O God, my heart is fixed ; I will

sing and give praise 1" It is this state of the heart, which makes
all the difference between the gracious and the carnal. Both

may use closet duties, both may read, yea, study the word, yea,
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Ijeconie proficients in the outer understanding of the word; the

meditation may furnish the head, but not feed tlie heart, but it is

the gracious soul that enjoys. It is a solemn consideration, how
many are employed, from year to year, in spiritual things, whose
hearts all the while remain carnal. But where there is a fixed-

ness of the heart, by the Spirit of the living God, upon the per-

son, office^, and character of the Lord Jesus Christ, the medita-

tion doth not settle for the mere discharge of a duty, but for the

joy of the soul. " Oh ! how I love thy law !" is then the lan-

guage of the fixed heart ;
" it is my meditation all the day !" My

soul ! ost thou know these things by heartfelt testimony ? Doth
God the Holy Ghost shine in upon thee with his light, to give
thee sweet views, engaging views, soul-arresting views of Jesus 1

Are thine eyes, I mean the whole affections of thy soul, fixing
themselves on Jesus, as a longing woman fixeth upon the one

object of her desire, which nothing beside can satisfy ? Oh ! it

is blesse4 to have this fixedness of mind at all times upon the

person of Jesus. For this is to enter into the closet, and to shut

to the door, (as Christ expresseth it,) by shutting out all thoughts
besides, and then looking in every direction for Jesus, and find-

ing him in all, and upon all. His word, his grace, his secret

whispers, his communications, are like so many rich cabinets

of jewels, which the soul turns over, and finds Jesus in every
pnei O thou dear Lord Jesus ! grant me this happy frame of

mind, thatljnay say, with David, " My heart is fixed, God,

my heart is fixed ; I will sing and give praise !"

Unto tne, who am less than the least of all saints, is

tliis grace given. Ephesians iii. 8.

My soul ! hear what the great apostle to the Gentiles speaks
of himself. He calls himself u less than the least ;" a thing al-

most impossible in itself: but he doth it with a view to magnify
th,e riches, the exceeding great riches of grace. And in the

same moment that he views himself so low and abject, he is lost

in amazement at beholding the exalted office to which he was
called. So that Paul cries out,

" Unto me," a poor, sinful, un-

worthy creature of the earth,
" to me was this grace given." My

soul ! leave for a moment the view of the apostle, and make the

subject personal, by looking to a renewed instance of that grace,
most freely given, in a case so far surpassing

Paul in the great-
ness and undeservedness of it, as the imagination can conceive.

Perhaps every sinner feels the same : this at least is certain, all

may well feel the same. But the subject is not properly im-

proved, either in the apostle's instance, or any other, unles.s

there be connected with it the one great object of the whole,-r
the Redeemer's glory. This was, and is, the first and ultimate

for which grace was given.
" This people," saitfy J.ehq-
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vah, speaking of the redeemed in Christ, "have I formed for my-
self, they shall show forth my praise." (Isaiah xliii. 21.) And
how do they show forth the Lord's praise, but by the gifts ofthe

Lord's grace 1 When Jesus calleth a poor sinner, and manifests

himself to him, this is the display of his grace : for it is on such,
more especially, that he maketh his grace to shine. It would
have been no grace had we merited his favour. But because we
merit nothing, yea, are justly entitled to punishment, and yet
God gives mercy, grace, and favour, this is what illustrates the

exceeding riches of his grace, and demonstrates God's love to

be indeed the love of God which passeth knowledge, beca'use it

differs altogether from creature love. And what tends yet more
to display the riches of grace, that the glory of God in Christ,
in following up the blessed plan of redemption, may be great
indeed, the crown of Jesus, as Mediator, depends upon bringing
to glory the objects of his love, on whom he hath made that

grace to shine. And who shall calculate the rich revenue of

love, adoration, and praise, in glory, which Jesus will have, and
be for ever receiving, from the millions of redeemed souls gather-
ed from sin and Satan, by the alone sovereignty of his grace 1

My soul ! it is truly blessed thus to contemplate the person and
work of Jesus, and the sweet effects of his grace. And what
an addition to the subject is it, to say, with the apostle, each

poor sinner for himself,
" Unto me, who am less than the least

of all saints, is this grace given !"

Come, see a man, which told me all things that ever

I did : Is not this the Christ ? John iv. 29.

Those are sweet and blessed views of the Lord Jesus, which he

himself gives, when, by letting the poor sinner see himself, how
wretched he is, and

t
at the same time how glorious the Lord is,

and how exactly suited to his wants and necessities, he makes
the soul cry out, as this woman of Samaria did,

" Is not this the

Christ
1

?" For who but Christ can read the heart, and tell all

that passeth there ? And as she found it, so all taught of Jesus
find the same, that every true discovery of Christ must end in

condemning ourselves, and exalting the Redeemer. My soul!

there are numberless instructions to be gathered from this scrip-

ture, and the history connected with it. Sit down, this evening,
in the coolness of the shade, and look at a few of them. The
Lord the Holy Ghost will open them to thy meditation. Jesus,
we are told, "must needs go through Samaria." Yes; there
was this poor sinner to be convinced of sin, and to be brought ac-

quainted with her Saviour. Hence the opportunity soon offered ;

and Jesus as soon accomplished the purpose of his going thither.

The Lord opened her heart to her own view, and gave her to see

the vileness within. He opened, at the same time, her heart to
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lf, gaye. her to see his^alyatioii;;

;a& might have, been expected : she h^tene c
t(?

to tell other poor sinners, whp also stood in need; of a

yioyri, that she, had found <f him of whom Moses; and the pr<?-

phe.t 4id write," *? Come," s.ajd she,
" see a man, which*told me

$11 things that e,ver I did : Is not this, the Christ?" My spul '.-(-.

hast thou s.o learned Christ
1

? Hast thou " met with the Lpr4
God of the Hebrews," and learned from him self-humbling
thoughts, and a true conviction of s.in ? Hath he taught thee
Wjho he is, arid what need thou hast of him? Hast thou seen
him to be indeed the Christ of God ; the man, whose name is

Wonderful ; who, in his divine nature, is " one with the Fath;er,

pyer all, God blessed for ever;" and in his human nature, **the

man, whose name is the Branch ;" and by the union of both na-

tures^ the one glorious and true Messiah, " the Lord our right?
eousness I" And hath such a conviction of the infinite import*
ance. of knowing Christ been wrought thereby upon thy mind,
that thou hast taken every method of recommending him to,

others ? Surely, my soul, no truly regenerated sinner, who hatlx

known, and seen, and felt that the Lord is gracious, but must be
anxious that others should know, and see, and feel it also. And,
therefore, like this poor woman, thou wilt be taking every proper
opportunity of calling upon all, as far as thy sphere of usefulness
can extend, to come and enjoy the same blessings which the Lord
hath imparted to thee. Precious Lord ! I would not only invite

every poor sinner to come to thee, but I would desire to accom-

pany them. I would not say, Go to Jesus, as if I needed thee no

more, thyself, but I would say, Come to him, and let us go to-

gether, for "he will show us of his ways, and we will walk in

his paths." And oh ! that multitudes may come, and find to their

soars joy, as the Samaritans did, on the invitation of this poor
woman, and be enabled to say, as they said,

" Now we believe,
not because of thy saying : for we have heard him ourselves, and
know that this is indeed the Christ, the Saviour of the world !"

Look when the messenger cometh, shut" the door,
and hold him fast at the door : is not the sound of his

Master's feet behind him ? 2 Kings vi. 32.

It is blessed to watch every dispensation of the Lord's provi-
dence, as well as his grace; for Jesus is in all. So that when
messengers of heaviness come, and with sad tidings, as in this in-

stance of the prophet, if we shut to the door as they enter, and
suffer them to open their commission, we shall hear the sound of
their Master's feet behind them, confirming every one. There
are no events which can happen to a child of God, but they ought
to be thus dealt with. They are like letters personally directed,
and speak, in their whole contents, the causes for which the
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|Cj|jg's post hath brought th'eni ; an<l they.oannot'jbe niis'taUen,

"ifiihpy ?ire $r$l *eg$., arid pondered over; for they point %'tUe
%<livMua][,.as the prophet's servant to Jehu. " To \\rliich; of all

'tis^"
"said Jehu, is this errand ? The answer was,.'** To thee-Q

cajptiaih |"; (2 Kings ix. 5.) Now, ray soul, learn hence how to

radeive ;all the messengers of thy Lord. Shut the door. upon,
them, arid detain them, until thou hast well studied, and per-

'fectly understood their commission. O. my Lord Jesus! in

all thine afflicting providences, cause me to hear my Master's
feet following every one. " I know, Lord, that thy judgments
larejiight, and that thou in very faithfulness causeth me to be

troubled.'' I know, Lord, also, that they are graciously commis-

feiibned, and the issue must be blessed. And I know, Lord, that

even, during their exercise, however sharp, they will be sweetly
sanctified, if, through thy blessing upon them, they cause my
poor heart to cleave the closer to thee. So long, then, dear Lord,
as thou causest me to entertain right conceptions of these soul-

exercises, let me never shrink from shutting the door, that I may
ihe more earnestly meditate upon thy messages; and if I see
Christ in every one, and blessings in every one, sure I am the
issue of ho one will ever be doubtful. "I shall then learn the
same precious lesson that Job did, and through thy grace, like

him, make it practical; and bless a taking God, as well as a
giv-

ing God: for, let the Lord take what else he may "froin me,
never, never will he take Christ from me ; and while I have him,
in him I shall' possess all things. Oh ! for grace so \o receive all

the sable messengers of my Lord j as to hear my Master's feet

behind them. Sure I am, that when their back covering is rer

.moved, I shall behold a fulness of blessings which they have

brought with them under their garments. Like the angel to

Peter in the prison, they may smite roughly on the side, but the

very stroke will cause the chains to fall from my hands, and open
the prison doors, to give liberty and joy. (Acts xii. 7.)

All that the Father giveth me shall come to me ;
;and

him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out. .For
I came down from heaven, not to do mine ownSvill, but

the will of him that sent me. Arid this is the Fathers
will which hath sent me, that of all which he hath given
trie, I should lose nothing, but should

!

raise it ;up 'again
at the last day. And this is the will of him that sent

me, that every one which seeth the Son, and believeth

oh him, may have everlasting life
; and Twill r*aise

ihim

lip 'at the last day. John vi. 37 40.
*

- 1 '-'.';. - .
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-

;,Mv soul! Qprnmit this blessed portion to thy memory ; yea,
D
4

eg of Qod the Holy Ghost to commit, and write all the'gracious
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things contained in it, on the inner-tablets of thine heart! ^ It is

in itself a gospel, yea, a full gospel; Methihks, I would;have it

^proclaimed on the house-tops, and published, day by day, in

everyplace of public concourse throughout the earth, until the

saving truths were every one of them known, and felt, and en-

joyed, b~y every poor, awakened, and needy sinner. Mark, my
soul, the several contents of what thy god and Saviour hath here
said : take the whole with thee to thy bed this night, and drop

asleep, in faith of the whole, in the arms of Jesus : and if the

Lord bring thee to the light of the succeeding morning, let those

sweet and gracious words, which proceeded out of Jesus' mouth,
salute, thee with the first dawn of the morning, arise with thee,
and go about with thee, in thy remembrance, until the whole be
fulfilled in the kingdom of heaven. Now mark the immense

blessings, according to the order in which they stand :
" All that

the Father giveth me, shall come to me." Ml ; not one, or two,
or ten, or a million only, but all. And observe wherefore. They
are the Father's gift to Jesus, and therefore they must come.
He saith elsewhere,

" that I should give eternal life to as many
as thou hast given me." (John xvii. 2.) Hence, therefore, there

is a blessed provision, a blessed security, that they shall cpme;
for they are the Father's gift to Christ, as well as the purchase
of Christ's blood ; and the promise is absolute in the charter of

grace : "Thy people shall be willing in the day of thy power."
(Psalm ex. 3.) And, to give every possible encouragement to the

poor coming sinner, whom God the Holy Ghost is leading by the

hand to all-precious Jesus, however unconscious that poor soul
is under whose gracious influence he is coming, Jesus adds,
" And him that cometh to me, I will in no wise cast out." Ob-
serve the tenderness of.our Lord's words. He had said, all shall

come ; but Jesus well knew the most humble are the most timid

and the most apt to he discouraged ;
and therefore he makes each

one's case to be expressed by the word him . him that cometh.
As if Jesus had said,

" Let that poor creature, who is most afraid,

by reason of a conscious sense of his transgressions, take com-
fort : if he cometh,, let him know, that " I will in no wise cast

him out." And to confirm it still more, Jesus adds.,
" For this is

the very purpose for which I came down from heaven ; not only
because it was my full purpose to seek and save that which was
lost, but it is * the will of my Father also, who sent me.' " And,
as if to impress this grand truth upon every poor sinner's heart,
he repeats the gracious words :

" And this is the will of Him that

sent me." He saith it twice, that there might be no mistake.
And yet farther : if a poor sinner should say,

" But how am I to

come, and in what am I to come ; what are the qualifications for

coming ?" " This" saith the all-gracious Redeemer,
" this is the

will of my Father," the will of him that sent me; that "every
one that seeth the Son, and believeth on him, shall have ever-

lasting life." And what is it to see the Son, but so to behold
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ilie ey&pf faith, as to believe in him to :
the salvation of

;spul f to, see Mm as the Christ, the sent, the seale%the
ianointed of God ; the one, and only^one ordinance of heaven, for

the redemption of.poor sinners; whose blood cleanseth from all

sin, and: whose righteousness freely and fully justifieth every be--

lieving,sinner 1 Pause, my soul, and well ponder these pre-

cious, saying truths ; and then take comfort in the blessed

'assurance, that thou hast all these testimonies in thine own ex-

perience, from having long since come to Christ, and found the

certainty of these promises. Lie down, my soul, this night, yea
lie down, my body, this, and every night, until the last night,
even,the night of death, shall come; for thou sleepest in Jesus

by faith, and his words are thy security: "Of all my Father

hath. given me, I should lose nothing; I will raise him up at the

last day.
7 ' *

.

And they rest not day and night, saying, Holy, holy>

holy, Lord God Almighty, which was, and is, and is to

come. Rev. iv. 8.

Make a solemn pause, my soul, over these words; and when
thou hast found a fixedness of thought, that every faculty may
be engaged in the contemplation, ponder well this divine perfec-
tion of Jehovah, the holiness of his nature, by which an eternal

distinction is drawn between him and all his creatures. None
but Jehovah can be essentially holy. Angels, who have never

sinned, have indeed a holiness : but it is derived from him, and
not in themselves, and, in point of comparison, is but as the

shadow to the substance ; moreover, being in their nature muta-
ble creatures, their holiness may be changed also : the fallen an-

gels are proofs in point. But with Jehovah, holiness is in him-
self the peculiar glory of his nature, and inseparable from his

very existence. Pause over this view, for it is scriptural, and

truly blessed. Go on to another observation. Thrice is the as-?

cription of holiness given, in this sublime song of the blessed
in heaven, as if to point out the personality of the Father, Son,
and Holy Ghost, the holy undivided three,

" which bear record in

heaven, for these three are one." (1 John v. 7.) When these

glorious truths are suitably impressed upon thee, pause once
more and consider with what distinguishing characters the holi-

ness of Jehovah is set forth in the word of God. The heavenly
host are said to rest not day and night in proclaiming their deep
sense^and adoration of Jehovah in this glorious attribute. Now
here is somewhat for the mind to lean upon, in contemplating
Jehovah's holiness. Jehovah is eternal also, and hath comrrianded
the Church to know him as the faithful God. (Deut. vii. 9.)

But^we never react that the host ofworshippers thrice repeat his

eternity, or his faithfulness, in their hymns of adoration and
17
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praise. Moreover, Jehovah himself seems to have pointed put
this jdliyine attribute as amtimg the distinguish^
;will be known by ; for he singlesit but to sw^ar by : '^riliLfe
once sworn by my holiness, that I will not ;

lie unto DaVictir"

(Psalm Ixxxix. 35.) Precious thought for the poor timid fre-

liever to keep always in view! For it is as if Jehovah had said,
"T have pledged my holiness, as an attribute essential to my
very nature, that what I have promised to David's Lord, everi,

my dear Son, of the redemption of his seed, as sure as I am holy,
I will most certainly perform !" Moreover, my soul, holiness

is the glory of Jehovah. Hence the song of the Church.: " Who
is like unto thee, O Lord, among the gods, who is like unto thee,

glorious in holinessV (Exod. xv. 11.) And hence, Jehovah is

said to be worshipped
" in the beauties of holiness." (Psalm ex.

3.) My soul ! keep this also in remembrance. If the represen-
tation of an angel, or a man, were to be made, we should figure
to ourselves the most beautiful countenance; and if Jehovah
be represented to us, how is it done? Surely in the beauty of

holiness; for God the Holy Ghost gives us "the light of the

knowledge of the glory of God, in the face of Jesus Christ!"

(2 Cor. iv. 6.) Pause over these infinitely solemn meditations,
and while thou art overawed (as, indeed, it is impossible but to be

so) in the contemplation of so distinguishing a perfection of the

divine nature, and, moreover, as this view of God's holiness" is

so directly opposed to the unholiness of a poor, fallen, sinful

creature, as thou art, look up for grace from the Holy GhoSt
the comforter, and take relief in the sweet and consoling consi-

deration that to this glorious God thou art permitted, yea, com-
manded and encouraged, to draw near, in and through the holi-

ness of thy Redeemer. Hail, blessed Jesus! upheld by the

right arm of thy righteousness, and washed from all our sins in

thy blood, all thy Church may here draw nigh by faith, and send
forth their feeble breathings in the same strain as the Church
in thy presence doth above, while in their hymns, day and night,

they shout aloud,
"
Holy ! holy ! holy ! Lord God Almighty,

which was, and is, and is to come."

Then said I, Woe is me, for I am undone, because t;I

am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a

people of unclean lips. Isaiah vi. 5.

My soul ! thy last evening was deeply exercised on that glo-
rious subject, the holiness of Jehovah. Let this evening's medi-
tation call thee to what ought immediately to follow, thy unlid-

liness and corruption. What a transition ! And yet what more .

suited for meditation] The prophet Isaiah, who had been ad-

mitted to the view of a vision, like that which John the apostle
saw in after-ages, beheld the glory of Christ, and heard^tliose
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^ Holy, Kply, :hply,-is the Lord of Hosts
'

and

;was as is here related. His consternation was so gi;eat,

bonpiiadingthathe should be struck dead (agreeably to what holy
^pien bjf old had conceivedf that the sight of God would produce
(leath), that he cried out, "Wo is me, I am undone." Pause,

my soul ! thou art also " a man ofunclean lips !" How dost thou

Jiope to see the face of God in glory1 How art thou prepared
for sux;h an overwhelming sight ? Convinced of thy uncleanness,
anid. convinced also that God is of purer eyes than to behold" ini-

quity, neither can any evil dwell with him, how art thou look-

ing tor acceptance here by grace, and the everlasting acceptance
and -admittance of thy person hereafter in glory before God?
Ponder the -subject well, and consider, under this particular, as

in, every other, the blessedness of an "union with Christ, and an

interest in Christ. Here lie all thy hopes, all thy confidence, all

-tliy security ! Undone as thou art in thyself, and unclean as thy
lips and thy* whole nature are, by reason of sin, both from the

.original state in which thou wast conceived and born, and the ac-

tual transgressions which thou hast committed, yet looking up
to tlie throne in and through Jesus thy husband, thy surety, thy
sponsor, here it is, my soul, and here alone, that thy confidence
is;Well founded, and all thy hopes secure. Dost thou not feel a

holy joy, a sweet indescribable delight, in contemplating the

divine holiness; while contemplating, at the same time, thine

;.p,wn interest and right in the holiness of the Lord Jesus 1 Art
thou not full of rapture in beholding the glory of God's holiness,
for which, rather than an atom of it should be tarnished by the

sinner, the Son of God assumed the nature of his people, and
4ied on the cross, to make atonement 1 And art thou not com-
forted in the blessed view, that God's holiness hath received

more glory, more honour, by the obedience and sacrifice of the

glory-man, Christ Jesus, than could have been given by the ever-

lasting obedience of men and angels to all eternity ? And say,
moreover, dost thou not at times take delight in drawing nigh to
the throne of grace, and offering thy poor feeble praises of" Holy,
holy, holy is the Lord God of Hosts," when thou art approach-
ing, and holding communion with God, and through the holy
Jesus, thy Redeemer] Oh! thou dear Emmanuel, in whom
alone, and by whom alone, all my hopes and confidences are found-

ed, I fall down at thy feet, and as the prophet cried out, so do I
desire unceasingly to exclaim, "I am a man of unclean lips!"
But 'do thou cause the iniquity to be taken away, and my sin to
be purged, by the livecoal^ from thee, who art our Testament Altar,
and I shall be clean ; for thou art the Lord my righteousness.

^1 The Urim and the Thummim. Exodus xxviii. 30.

., K Tchere is somewhat very interesting in this account of the Urim
and the Thummim ; though, in the present distance of time, we
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'
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'

'
-

'

cati at the best form nothing mdre than- conjectures as to

But, through gracb, and the'teaching ofHhte HdI)T
have clear views of what it meant. The geriera

df the Hebrew words are, lights arid perfectitins.

j^bnias/high-priest, became a lively type'bf Uhrist^ s^o, by;
:

beaf-

irijf
bn his breast-plate the Urim and the Thummirn, there can be"

no difficulty inbeholding Jesus represented as the light and per-"
fection of his people. And as Aaron bore all the narries of the;

people uppn his breast, where the Urim and Thummirh were'

worn, how delightful is it to see Jesus thus represented, as bear-

ing all the persons of his redeemed, iii his own light arid perfec-;

tibri, when he goes in before the presence of God for us 1 Sweet
arid precious thought to the believer ! And now the Church cries'

out: "Set me as a seal upon thine heart, as a seal upon thine
5

aim." (Song viii. 6.) And so important did this appear-to;

Moses, when dying, that he expressly prayed that " the Thiim>
mim and the Urim might be with Jehovah's Holy One." (D'eut.-

1 -

xxxiii. 8.) Now here we have at once the application of the

whole. For who is Jehovah's Holy One, but the Lord JesusV
Christ I With him it eminently remained, and with him only;

1

For during the captivity, it was lost with the temple, and was
never again restored. But with Jesus, the continuance of it was 1

everlasting, for he hath " an unchangeable priesthood, andas the

same yesterday, and to-day and for ever." Precious Lord Jesus !

beTthou the Urim and the Thummim to my soul ; for thbu art r

both the light and perfection of thy people, in grace here, and"

glory for ever. ':

Not as though I had already attained, either were

already perfect : but I follow after, if that I may appre-
hend that for which also I am apprehended of Christ

Jesus. Philipp. iii. 12.

, My soul ! take the apostle for an example in thine evening's
meditation. He here freely and fully confesseth himself, after

all his attainments in the life of grace, to be far short of what he-

longed to attain. And observe the aim of the apostle : all his

pursuit, and all his desire was, like an arrow shot at a mark, to

apprehend Christ, as Christ had first apprehended him : to grasp
'

Jesus, as the Lord Jesus had held, and did hold him. Happy
1

desire ! happy pursuit ! and blessed mark of grace ! For let the:

Lord have given out to the soul ever so largely, there is more to1

S've
out, more to be received, more to be enjoyed. And the Holy

A

host, who is leading a child of God out of himself, more;and\
:

more, to lead him more and more to the enjoyment of Jesus, is

sweetly training that precious soul, and advancing
1 him to the;

highest lessons in the school of grace. Paul felt this, when he'
1 :

cried out, "Not that I have already attained, either were already"
r
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fT!oJ$ surejidt; for if we thought we had enougr^ of
'"" *'*"*''

sjinore ,thariliaif cpnyictipn thatwe hajdiw0ir|wx
soul, learn from, Pau^Jrrw^hat theji^

in!f||e spul cpnsists : jo -be always pursuing the person of Jesus, .

for^Jhiejrarther enjoyment, of him ; never, sitting down satisfied!^
'

^itii^hat is already attained ; but pressing (as the apostle did)
"^tpwards th.e mark for the prize of the high calling of God in.

Christ Jesus;" in short, to make Christ the sum, the substance,

tl|e7all, pf every desire ; and ever to keep in remembrance, that,

the more we receive, the more Jesus hath to impart; the more
he gives out, the more he is glorified; and, like somejich spring,,,

thepftener we receive from him the more rich and full he flows. ,

Oh the blessedness of such a state ! What a heaven upon earth
"

\uould it be, if closely followed : to be always living upon Jesus,

coming to Jesus, thirsting after Jesus; and the more we receive

out of him, and of him, to have the soul's desires after him th.e

more increased by all we enjoy. Precious Lord ! grant me this

felicity, that, like Paul, I may say,
" Not as though I had already

attained:" but all my longings are, so to apprehend and hold
fast .Christ Jesus, as Christ Jesus hath atrorehended and doth
hold me. fast.

, And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let

him that heareth say, Come. And let him that is alhirst

come. And whosoever will, let him take the water of
life freely. Rev. xxii. 17.

My soul! doth not the evening bell which calleth to the ordi-

nance, in all its melodious sounds, seem to express these gra-
cious invitations 1 Wilt thou not attend 1 Private meditation is

indeed sweet; but public ordinances are of more avail. "The
Lord loveth the gates of Zion, more than all the dwellings of
Jacob !" What a blessed sight is it to see the house of God
well filled ! What a refreshment to my poor, weary, sin-sick

soul, to hear Jesus in his word saying,
*' Come unto me, all ye

that are weary and heavy laden, and I will give you rest." And
every part and portion of the service proclaims the gospel cry :

"Ho ! every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters ; and he
that hath no money ; come ye, buy and eat ! yea, come, buy wine
and, milk, without money, and without price." (Isaiah Iv. 1.)

A"^.^ observe, my soul, how, in the close of scripture, the in<

yitation is repeated, as if to leave the impression fresh and last-

mgsupon every soul. Yea, the Spirit confirms it: Come, is the
cdl.pf the Holy Ghost

; Come, is the call of the whole Church,
thft bride, .the Lamb's wife ; yea, every one that-heard of the free,
and full, and glorious salvation, the angels, the ministering spi-
rits to the heirs of salvation, they join the pressing invitation,^
and cry, Come. And surely every thirsty soul will not cease to

17*
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sp the same ; for whoever the'Lord the'Spirit^ ^th njad^*^ill-
ir^fn'tKe"^y of his jpower^'^ iiiay'^mear/^d^bfhis.^p^
Anijrif .Te^us, with his great salvation^bt weltjpmfe tO^liiK 1l^l

th|i^^art
j

is
rw'elcome to :comielio Jesus.' My souV! with ti'I

Wilt thjbu n&t^then, in return etihor
;

to the c
deemer's "coming, in the s4me earnest language?'. 'CbmfevLotd
Jesus'! to thy bride, the Ghurch, and

:

Ue thou to'ail thjfeideemeii';

the/water of life and the fountain of life, until^ttidu ialife^ho'ine-t^y ;

Church which is here below to'joiri.thy Church al)pv&?
to be

unitedly dwelling together in the light of thy countenance for'

evermore!
"

-

Let us keep the feast, not with jold leaven, neither -

with the leaven of malice and wickedness; but with

the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. :

1 Corinthians v. 8. ;

.My soul! hast thou duly considered the unsuitableness of all

leaven^to mix up with the unleavened bread of the gospel of
Jesus ? Whatever sours, and gives a principle of taint to the

mind, is indeed a leaven carefully to be avoided. And "a little

leaven leaveneth the whole lump !" So that it was expressly en-

joined in the divine precepts of the law, on the passover, that
" there should be no leaven found in their houses; the soul that
did eat of it was to be cut off from the congregation." (Exod,.,
xii. 19.) Sweet instruction, couched under the prohibition ! With

"

Jesus there is to be no mixture ; nothing of creature leaven, of

self-will, or self-righteousness, to mingle. My soul ! thou hast
been at the gospel feast, and sat with Jesus at his table. Surely T

thou hast kept the feast, then, as here enjoined, and allowed,

nothing of leaven, in the old nature or in the new, to be with."
thee. Oh ! the blessedness of thus receiving Christ, with "the

'

unleavened bread of sincerity and truth !" Oh ! the felicity of

receiving a broken Christ into a broken heart : preciously feeding ,

upon his body broken, and his blood shed, as the sole, the only,.
the all-sufficient means of salvation by faith! Oh! Larrifo of

God ! keep thy table sacred from all leaven, both in the persons

approaching it, and the offerings made upon it. Let not the chil-

dren's bread be received, or given to the leaven of hypocrisy and
wickedness ; but let all who meet around thy board, be of the

unleavened bread of sincerity and truth ! And do thou, Lord,
come into thy house, to thy table, to thy people ; and let each
for himself hear, and joyfully accept the invitation of the kind\'
Master : Eat, O friend s, drink, yea ,

drink abundantly, Q be-
loved!" ; ":/-; :**'**
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the.

;E>eibre I drop --into the arms of sleep, I would call upon my
iiiilo ponder these words. I know not, each nightf when .ref

tilririg-tprrest,
whetner my next awakening may not be " with the

ybice of the archangel, and with the trump of God." As what?

rfiay be my: state ini this particular, and hath been the state of

niariy, (for the hour of a man's death is to all intents and pur-

poses the day of judgment,) becomes an infinitely momentous
concern ; how can I better close the day and the month together^

:

than by a few moments' consideration of the solemn event!
What is meant by

" the voice of the archangel ?" I do not re-

collect the name of the archangel being mentioned anywhere be-

side in scripture, except Jude 9 ; and here, as well as there, the

person spoken of is but one. We have* no authority to say arck-

abgels; yea, it 'should seem, from what the apostle Jude hath
said concerning the archangel, in calling him Michael, '(if com-

pared with the vision of Daniel, chap. x. 21
; and also with what

is jsaid in the book of the Revelations, chap. xii. 7), that it means
the' person of Christ, Jesus himself hath said, that "the dead
shall"hear the voice of the Son of God ; and all that are in their,

graves shall come forth." (John v. 2528.) But, if the Holy
Ghost speak but of one, and there be but the shadow of a pro-

bability, that " that one is Christ," it becomes very faulty to join
others in the name, by making the word plural. With respect to
" the trump of God" we may understand, that as the law was
given with solemn splendour and glory on Mount Sinai, so the

consummation of all things will testify the Divine presence. My
soul !- meditate on these things : give thyself wholly to the fre-

quent consideration of them. And by the lively actings of faith

ujion the person of thy Lord, contemplate thy personal interest

in' all the blessedness of this great day of God. If this "voice
of the archangel" be indeed the voice of Jesus, and thou know-
esjt now by grace thy oneness and union with him, shall not the

very ^thought give thee holy joy"? It is true, indeed, the day
will be solemn yea, profoundly solemn. But it is equally true,
it will be glorious to all the redeemed. And if the Lord Jesus
commanded his disciples to look up, and lift up their heads with
ft ly joy, when their redemption drew nigh, shall we not sup-
pose that it"must be pleasing to the mind of our God and Sa-
viour to welcpme and hail the fulfilment of it 1 Yea, must it not
be

^leasing to our God and Father, that we believe in his Son
Je'sjiS Christ to this day of eternal salvation? We find the

appstles thus encouraging the faithful. Paul tells Titus, to be
"
iobking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the

great 0pd,
and' our Saviour Jesus Christ." (Titus it. 131) Surelyi

if the hope be blessed, and the appearing of Jesus, as the ^Re-

deemer oJtM8 people, glorious, our sbiils shquldrtriumph in
;
the
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expectation. Peter goes one step farther^ arid bWs the Church;

not ^only to be looMng,b\iV hasting utit&ihe coming of;ifcvas^
so;uls?well assured of their safety in Jesus : and therefore to,

out, witli holy faith, "Come, Lord Jesus, come i quickly
(2 Peter iii. 12.) What sayest thou, my soul, to these things ?;.

Are they blessed? Are thy hopes thus going forth in desires-

after Christ's coming 1 Oh ! the blessedness of falling asleep-
each night, in the sleep of nature, in the perfect assurance of,a-

oneness in Christ ! And oh ! the blessedness of falling asleep in

Jesus, when the Lord gives the signal for the sleep of death?
All the intervening lapse of time, from death to this hour,of the

"voice of the archangel," is totally lost to the body like the un-

conscious lapse of time to the labouring man of health, whose

sleep each night is sweet. When the patriarchs of their different

ages arise, at " the trump of God," their bodies will be equally,

unconscious, whether the sleep hath been for one night or several

thousand years. Think, my soul, of these solemn but precious

things. Frequently meditate, with holy joy and faith, upon this

great day of God. Recollect, that it is Jesus who comes to.

take thee home. And having long redeemed thee by his blood,
,he then will publicly acknowledge thee for his own, and present
thee to the Father, and himself, as a part of his glorious Church,
" not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but to be for

ever without blame before him in love." >

JULY.

I saw in the night visions, and behold, one like the

Son of man, came with the clouds of heaven, and came
to the Ancient of days, and they brought him near be-

fore him. And there was given him dominion, and

glory, and a kingdom, that all people, nations, and

languages, should serve him : his dominion is an ever-

lasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his

kingdom that which shall not be destroyed.
Daniel vii. 13, 14.

Bless the Lord, my soul, who giveththee
"
songs in the night,''

from the night visions of the prophet. Read this sweet scripture,

explained as it is, most fully and completely, by the Evangelists,,
in their account of Jesus, as "the Son of man;" and what a.

wonderful coincidence and agreement is there between them!-.
It is in the human nature of the Lord Christ, that the glories of
this kingdom shine so full and resplendent. "The Ancient of

days" can be no other than God the Father, who is truly the
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Ancient of days, being self-existent, and from everlasting .ta

everlasting.
- And the Sttn fofGbdyas God, one witK the^Fatti6r^

i^ytne "saine frpin all eternity. But here he is/ spoken of;aa|the

Ohrisf of
; God, and particularly revealed to Daniel^ in the visions

of the? night, as " the Son of man." Ponder this well, my sbuh

06htempTate the dominion, glory, and kingdom, given tcr Jesus
iii thy nature. Recollect also, in the moment of thy meditation,,
that it is by virtue of this nature, united to the Godhead, that

the exercise of all sovereignty, wisdom, and power, is carried on,
arid Christ's kingdom established for ever. It saithf inHhis"

scripture, that these things were given to him. They could not

have been given to him as God, for all things were his before,

but as Christ, the Son of man ; the Son of God, having taken

into union with the Godhead our nature, became one Christ,
and as such, received them. And what endears the subject, ijr

the greatness and
everlasting

nature of it, is, that Jesus is all

this in our nature. For here it is that that sweet scripture un-
folds all its beauty : "As the Father hath life in himself, so hath
h& given to the Son to have life in himself; because he is the

S6n of man !" (John v. 26, 27.) Mark the peculiar blessedness

of the expression, for the meditation is most sweet. Jesus, as

Jesus Mediator, hath life in himself. He doth not hold it as at

pleasure, or like creatures, which, because once given, may be
taken away. It is in himself in the human nature, and therefore

not liable to be recalled. Pause over this subject, this glorious, .

blessed, joyful subject ! Thy Jesus, my soul, hath life in him-

self, in his human nature, because he is the Son of man. Think,
then, of thine everlasting safety in him, and thine unceasing
glory from him, for he saith himself,

" Because I live, ye shall

live .also." Hallelujah. Amen, Amen.

*,-- .
-

.

-^

But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age,
even those who, by reason of use, have their senses ex-

ercised to discern both good and evil. Hebrews v. 14.

My soul ! of what age art thou in the divine life 1 It is high
time to inquire high time to know. And the information is.

not far to attain, if thou dost wish it A state of full age. not

onjy can receive,, and relish the strong meat of the gospel, but

really desires it, longs for it, and can be satisfied with nothing'
else. And what is the strong meat of the gospel ? Surely the

person, the work, the glory, the grace, the love, the every thing
that is in Jesus, which belongs to Jesus, and flows from Jesus.

Arid depend upon it, that if thy spiritual senses are so frequently
exefcised upon Jesus, as to relish. this food, to delight init,yba,
tcr loathe all else, there will be a sweet savour of Jesus in thy
VJrhole; life and conversation. And in the exact proportion^ that

ttfou takest a fulness of this sp'iritual
r

food, sij may thine -age.be
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estimateoV. All we hear; all we see, #11 we read ,o or me,et,with
of;Jesus, ;will be food to the soul. Jesus : is as the sweet flower,

of/the field ; and faith, like the bee, -gathers from it, and brings
home, both the golden honey and the wax to the hive* arid livel

upon it; so that then Christ is in the heart, dwells in the .heart

(as the apostle terms it) by faith, and is ''formed in the heart the

hope of glory." Now, where there is no fulness of age, yea, ;no

age at all, not a babe in Christ, nor even born again, the strong
meat of the gospel can neither be received, taken in, nor en-

joyed. An unawakened heart is not only incapable of strong
meat, but is disgusted at it. Persons of this kind may hear of

Jesus, and apparently, for the time, seem pleased. For as all

men, when they die, would desire to go to heaven, so a discourse

about it- may amuse as a subject at a distance. But there is

nothing within them with which the subject can incorporate ;

no digestive powers to receive such strong meat, and conse-

quently no relish. , A shower of rain in a dry season may wet
the surface, but if it soak not to the root, the plants find no

good. My soul! what saith thine experience to these things?
Hath the Lord so manifested himself to thee in all his glory,
that nothing short of Jesus can satisfy thee ! Hast thou found
a transforming power accompanying this view of Jesus, that

by faith, his glory hath excited thy desires to partake of him!
And do the daily hopes which arise from such thoughts and views
of thy Lord, so give rest, comfort, and joy to thee, that these

refreshments are like " the spiced wine of the pomegranate !"
Blessed Redeemer ! may I be able to ascertain the real ripeness
of my age by testimonies like these ; and sure I am in this view
and enjoyment of Jesus, I shall find cause to give thanks, yea,

unceasing thanks, to * God and the Father, who thus maketh us
meet to be partakers of the inheritance with the saints in light."

The waters of Jordan. Joshua iv. 23.

The sacred streams of Jordan, so often and so highly celebrated

in the word of God, open a very blessed subject for meditation.

Sit down, my soul, by the side of that ancient river, and call to

mind the faith exercised on that memorable spot by the multitude

of the faithful gone before, that were heirs with thyself of the

promises; and see whether the Holy Ghost will not graciously,
this evening, make thy meditation sweet? Recollect, as thou
viewest the hallowed ground, that here it was, in this river,

Jesus received the first public testimony from God the Father*
and the first open display of the descent of God the Holy Ghost.
Here Jehovah began to magnify the Lord Christ. And here, in

ages before, had the Lord begun to magnify that memorable.type
orJesus, his servant Joshua. And as, from the baptisnvof ,Jesus
at this sacred river, the Lamb of God opened his divine commis-
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sion, so here Joshua, his type, commenced his ministry. From
hlfade^e led f

thetpeople to the promised Jand.f AndV:from

heiice, Jesus, in the baptism of his holy'. spirit, leadsz-hisLiier

deemed to the possession of the everlasting Canaan, in heaven.

(There is, indeed, a doable Tiew of our Lord's ministry, in these

waters of Jordan: not only of baptism, as introductory: to -the

wilderness-state of temptation that follows to all his people, but

also, as the close of the wilderness-dispensation, in -the Jordan
of death, when finally and fully, Jesus leads them through to

their immortal possessions. And as the children of Israel .had

been exercised for forty years together, through a waste and

howling wilderness, until they came to Jordan, which opened a

passage: to them of life and liberty to a land flowing with milk
and honey, so the followers of the Lord Jesus, having passed
through the pilgrimage of this world, amidst the various assaults

of sin and Satan, pass through the Jordan of death, conducted
and secured by their almighty Leader, unto the possession of
that kingdom of glory and happiness which is above. Pansej
my soul, over the review ! behold, by faith, the wonderful events
which passed here. In this sacred river, once rested the ark of
the covenant of the Lord of the whole earth. Here Jesus, whom
that ark represented, was baptized. Here Israel passed over.

And here, my soul, must thou pass over in the hour of death.
Oh ! how sweet and blessed, in the swellings of Jordan, to be-
hold Jesus, and hear his well-known voice, "Fear not; for I

have redeemed thee
; I have called thee by thy name : thou art

mine. When thou passest through the waters, I will be with

thee; and through the rivers, they shall not overflow thep.'V

A wedding garment. Matthew xxii. 11.

My soul ! let thine evening's meditations be directed to this sub^

ject proposed in these few words :
" a wedding-garment." Very

many are the instructions which the passage contains. The Lord
Jesus is representing, under the similitude of a wedding-feast, the

rich provision God the Father hath made in the gospel, on account
of the*marriage of his dear Son with our nature. And most beau-
tiful indeed is the representation. For what feast, in point of

fulness, riches, and satisfaction, can come up to that which is

furnished for the poor, .needy, and perishing circumstances of

famished and dying sinners 1 This feast of fat things (as ;the

Scripture calls it) is indeed a rich feast, a royal feast, and a true

wedding-feast: for as Jesus, on whose account it is made, hath
united our nature in general to himself, so hath he united each
individual of that nature in particular to himself, who is trulyj
and. in reality, made a partaker of it. But the parable supposes
(wliich, though not said, is implied) that the rich and bountiful

Donor'not only provides a feast for the hungry, but a covering
for the naked; and that the very entrance-to his table is inad-



304 JULY 4.

missibleiwithout this weddingTgarmenfc being aecepted^piit

an&w6rn%y every individual who partakes of the supper,
case, is; here stated of'one unworthy creature (arid that qneds;a
representative of all in like circumstances) who, when the King
came in to see the guests, was found deficient of this covering.

My soul ! pause over this part. This man, it should seem, was
not observed by any around him. He had come in with the

crowd, arid gained admittance with the rest. It was only when
the King came in that he was discovered, and that by the King
himself. What a volume of instruction is here in this short re-

presentation ! So Jesus comes in the midst of his Churches. - He
presides at his table. Every individual is seen, is known by him,
with every secret motive for which each cometh. It should seem,
that at this supper there were great multitudes present, and tut

one without a wedding-garment. And yet that one could not

be hidden from the King's eye. My soul ! while this furnisheth

a subject for awful consideration, so doth it no less for joyful

thought. Hast thou been at this gospel feast 1 Wert 'thou

clothed in this wedding-garment 1 Surely, if so, thou art not,at

a loss to know. If the feast and the garment were both, of the

King's providing, thou must know whether thpu earnest to be
clothed as well as fed ; and whether the Lord, that provided the

food, gave thee also raiment ? Say then, when Jesus invited thee

to his supper, didst thou go to it, as those in the highway, poor,
and maimed, and halt, and blind 1 And while he bade thee come,
didst thou regard his counsel; and "buy of him," as he had
said, without money, and without price,

" white raiment, that

thou mightst be clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness
should not appearV (Rev. in. 18.) -Oh! it is blessed, very
blessed, to go hungry to such a feast, and clothed in the wedding-
garment of Jesus's righteousness, and to have the robe put on

By God the Holy Ghost. Sure will be the acceptance, and gra-
cious the reception, to every poor, famishing, naked sinner, that

thus comes to the gospel feast. Do remark, my soul, one .cir-

cumstance more in this man's case: it doth. not appear that he
was naked

; for then it would have been said so ; and, if con-
scious of it, the bountiful Lord that made the feast would have

plothed him. He had a garment, but not a wedding-garment,,
One of his own providing : like those who have a righteousness
of their own, of whom the Lord elsewhere speaks :

" Wo to the

rebellious children, saith the Lord, that take counsel, but not of

me
;
and that cover with a covering, but not of my Spirit, that

they may add sin to sin." (Isa. xxx. 1.) Precious Lord Jesus!
clothe me with the wedding-garment of "

thy righteousness,"
and feed me with the rich food of "thy body and blood ;". yea,
Lord! be thou my covering, my joy, my all ; that when at thy
Church, at thy table, at thine house of prayer below, and at thy
kingdom of glory above, the King cometh in to see his guests^
my soul may cry out in thine own blessed words, and with a joy
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unspeakable arid lull of glory,::'Xwill greatly^rejoiceiiff the

Jubrdyony soul ;shall be joyful in my God;; forhe Bhath-clothed

iineiWith ;the; garments of salvation, he hath covered-me rwithpa
<robe of righteousnesses a bridegroom, decketh Minself; with

/ornaments, and as a bride* adorneth herself with her jewels;"

-(Isaiah Ixi. 10.) ,
'

'

-

--.. :- '

1

.,'v". Though he were a Son, yet learned lie obedience.,
the things which he suffered. Hebrews v. 8. I

My soul! behold what a precious verse of scripture is here!

Hpw blessedly doth it set forth thy Redeemer! See here what

^an example Jesus shows to all his people, and how sweetly.ac-

,commodatirig is that example to every case and circumstance,
into which any of them can be brought ! Surely, ifanyone migljit

s

tiav:e done without going into such a school of suffering, for the

purpose of learning, it must have been Jesus ; but yet even Jesus
would not. And wouldst thou, my soul, after such an illustrious

pattern, desire to be excused? Hath not Jesus dignified it,

and made it blessed 1 Oh! the honour of following. his steps.
There is another beauty in this scripture. The apostle, in .

v
a

verse or two preceding, took notice of Jesus in his human nature,
that he sought not, as such, the High-Priest's office uncalled.
" Christ" (saith he)

"
glorified not himself, to be made an

high-
priest, but was called of God, as was Aaron." And by reading
this verse in connection with that, it is as if the apostle had

said, ." Yea, such was the wonderful condescension of the Son
-pf God, in his divine nature, that, though of the same nature
and essence with the Father, yet would he have his human na-
ture trained. up in all the exercises of suffering; that, by a fellow-

feeling, 'his people might know how he understood their exer-
cises by his own." O thou gracious, condescending Lord!

surely nothing can soften sorrow like the consciousness triat

thou hast known it in our nature, for thy people : and nothing
can more effectually reconcile all thine afflicted members, hum-

bly and patiently to learn obedience in the school of suffering,
since Jesus, though a son, and the son of God, in the eternity
of his nature, was pleased, in his human nature, "to learn obe-

dience by the things which he suffered."

A sheaf of the first-fruits. Levit. xxiii. 10. ;
'

.' '-
.

/ -
'

- ..:. -i -

This was a most interesting service in the Jewish Church, and
full of gospel mercies ; when the Lord appointed

" a sheaf of the
first-fruits" of their harvest to be brought before him* and waved
towards heaven, as a token thafall fruits were of the Lord, and
that he was both the giver and proprietor of all. And it refers

to. the person of Christ, both in his death and resurrection. For
18
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blemish^ was to be offered asj
afIstirntsoffering with It,' to testify that the- dejath of Jesus sanc^
tifi&s andSweetens all

;' and Christ himself in his-resuTreotion:is>

^tliiei-" first-fruits of them that slept." My soul I dost thou observe;

tins Jewish
5

service in a gospel dress? Surely; the service isa.

reasonable service, and, if possible, more heightened now than
then. When this law was given, the Israelite had no power to

perform it ; neither indeed was it intended to be observed, until

the people arrived in Canaan. There was neither tilling of land,
nor sowing of seed, in the wilderness; for the people were
victualled by the immediate bounty of heaven ; and we are told*;

that they ate the manna until that they came to Canaan. But
when they were settled in the land which theLord had promised
them; and God gave them " fruitful seasons, filling their he'arts

with food and gladness," surely it was meet thus to acknowledge
God in his providences, as the providence of God had owned and
bifcssed them. What sayest thou to it, my soul! Here was Jesus
iri the sheaf of the first-fruits. Here was the Father's blessing,

acknowledged in the gift of Jesus. Here was Jesus represented
ih the Lamb, which accompanied the service. Here was the

waving it towards heaven, and a prohibition not to eat bread nor

parched corn, nor green ears, until God's portion had been first

differed ! O my soul, wilt thou not learn hence to view Jesus
in- every one of thy blessings, and to bless thy God andvFather
for a sanctified use of every thing in Jesus ? Help me, Lord, I

pray thee, in my heart, in my house, in the field, in the city, in

the Church, in the closet, in the world, in the family, to be for

ever waving before my God "the sheaf of the first-fruits", in

all his bounties. In Jesus I have all ; in Jesus would I enjoy
all; and then shall I most assuredly have that sweet promise
jfor ever fulfilling in my heart: "Honour the Lord with thy
substance, and with the first-fruits of all thine increase : so shall

thy barns be filled with plenty, and thy presses shall burst out

with new wine." (Proverbs iii. 9, 10.)

Jesus wept. John xi. 35.

My soul ! look at thy Redeemer in this account of him. Was
there ever a more interesting portrait than what the evangelist
hath here drawn of the Son of God 1 If the imagination were to

be employed for ever in forming an interesting scene of the

miseries ofhuman nature, what could furnish so complete a pic-
ture, as these two words give of Christ, at the sight of them?
"Jesus wept." Here we have at once the evidence how much
the miseries of our nature affected the heart of Jesus; and here

: we have the most convincing testimony, that he partook of all the -

-sinless infirmities of our nature, and was truly, and mall points,
rnaii as well as God. We are told by one of the ancient writets

-(as well as I recollect, it was St. Chrysostom) that some weak-
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but injiidicibus Ghristians, in his days, were so rash as to strike

thiswBrsejout of their Bibles, from an idea, that it was unsuitable

aridvcunbecorningin the Son of God; to weep. But wehaye^ausie
td -bless ; the. overruling providence of God, that thpughUKey
struck'it .out from their Bibles, they did it not from ours. It is

blessed to us to have it preserved,, for it affords one of the most

delightful views we can possibly havepf the affectionate heart o

Jesus, in feeling for the sorrows of his people. And methinks,
had they judged aright, they would have thought, that if it were
unsuitable or unbecoming in Jesus to weep, it would ha>e been
more so to put on the appearance of it. And why those groans
at the grave of Lazarus, if tears were improper'? Precious Lord I

How refreshing is to my soul, the consideration that "forasmuch
as the children were partakers of flesh and blood, thou likewise
didst take part of the same ; that in all things it behoved thee to

be made like to thy brethren !" Hence, when my poor heart is

afflicted; when Satan storms, or the world frowns ; when sick-

ness in myself, or when under bereaving providences for my
friends, "all thy waves and storms seem to go over me.;" oh!
what relief is it, to know that Jesus looks on, and sympathises!
Then:do I say to myself, Will not Jesus, who wept at the grave
of Lazarus, feel for me ? Shall I look up to him, and look up in

vain ? Did Jesus, when upon earth, know what those exercises
were ; and was his precious soul made sensible ofdistresses, eve'h

to tears ; and will he be regardless of what I feel, and the sor-

rows: under which I groan? Oh, no! the sigh that bursts in
secret from my heart, is not secret to him; the tear, that

ori.ni^

night couch drops, unperceived and unknown to the world, is

known and numbered by him. Though now exalted at the right
hand of power, where he hath wiped away all tears from off all

faces, yet he himself still retains the feelings and the. character
of " the man of sorrows, and of one well acquainted with griei*."

Help me, Lord, thus to look up to thee, and thujs to. remember
thee ! Oh ! that blessed scripture :

" In all their arflictidh, he wa
afflicted ; and the angel of his presence saved them ; in his love,
and in his pity, he redeemed them, and he bare them, and car-

ried them all the days of old." (Isaiah Ixiii. 9.)

By faith the walls of Jericho fell down, after they
were compassed about seven days. Heb. xi. 30.

Never in the annals of mankind, in the history of all wars, is
there a parallel instance to be found, of exploits like what tfe
Holy Ghost hath recorded here of faith. The wall s of a city ac-

tually fell down at the blasting of ram's horns ; and yet not from
the blasting of horns, but from faith in the almighty po^er of
God.v My soul ! let thy -meditation this evening be directed to
the subject, to see whether it will or not, under divine-teaching,
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to the exercises of thy faith 1 We finiin

tipia given of this memorable siege j that no ramparts-were thrown

up* no mounds raised, nothing of any human attempt ^rnade,

eiltjief tp sap the foundations, or to harass the enemy. The siinpje

process adopted to intimate to the besieged the appearance of

war> was an army marching round the walls, once every day,
for seven days together. I have often thought how the despisers
of (Gfod and his army, in the city of Jericho, ridiculed the Israel-

ites in their
daily

exercise. And what an apt resemblance were

they of the despisers, in the present daj
T
, of God and his Christ I

But what an effect must have been induced, when on the seventh

day, and after seven times, marching round, (perhaps in honour
of the sabbath), at the shout of Joshua and his army, the whole
of'the walls fell flat to the ground ! My soul ! such, but in an

infinitely higher degree, will be the consternation of all the ene-

mies of Jesus, when "he shall come to be glorified in his saints,
and admired in all that believe I" Do not overlook the testimony
the Holy Ghost hath given to this memorable event, that it was
wrought by

" faith !" And what cannot faith in Jesus accomplish 1

Had you been present at this siege, and beheld the stupendous
event, when, at the command of Joshua, the Israelites shouted,
and the walls fell, you would have seen a sight not more won-
derful and supernatural, than when at the command of our New
Testament Joshua, the Lord Jesus Christ, the weapons of sin, fall

out of the hands of the sinner, and the strongholds of Satan give
way in the heart, to the victorious grace of the Spirit. Lord,! I
Would say, in the review of this subject, increase my faith, and
make my soul strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus !

By faith the harlot Rahab perished not with them
that believed not, when she had received the spies with

peace. Heb. xi. 31.
* '.

It were a pity to disconnect what the Holy Ghost hath joined
'

and as the relation of the destruction accomplished
"
by faith" on

the walls of Jericho, is followed in the scripture history, with an
account ofa deliverance, from the same -principle, in this wonder-
ful woman, who was an harlot, do thou, my soul, let thy last

evening's meditation on the one be followed up in this, hy^the
exercise of thy devout thoughts on the other; for both are ex-

pressly intended to one and the same purpose, which is to en-

courage the Lord's people to be "followers of them, who now,
through faith and patience, inherit the promises." What extra-

ordinary events are there in the scripture account of Rahab the
harlot ; that such a woman, and an harlot, should be distinguished,,
with such grace ! That in such a city, even an accursed city, the.

Lord should have so illustrious an instance of faith.!.. Thatfaitji
so illustrious should be found in the heart of an harlot! And that

the eminency and greatness of it should be such, that God the
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Holy Ghost hath thought proper to have it recorded, b^h m, its.

principle
%nil eftects, by the ipbsile Paul, in 6ne

f

e^istf^a$^
th| apostle Jctmes, in. another. <Yea, and what is more raaWelT

lous still,
r

;

that our Lord, after the flesh, should arise
.put

of a^ich

a";
sto'ck !'

?

0h ! . what a world ofwonders is folded up inrthe great

plan'
of salvation ! But while thou art beholding the wonders of:

grace in the instance of this woman, and admiring the triuniplit

df ftfaith wrought in her, do not fail to connect with it the still

m^e blessed view
1

of him who is the author and finisher ,pf faiiK,

^iid frbm whom, and in whom, and by whom, the whole is ac-

cortiplished. Precious Jesus, it is all by thee, and thy glorious*

undertaking, that Rahab the Gentile found faith to believe, while

the spies of Israel doubted. It was thee, and thy grace, Lord,
that wrought so effectually, and therefore be thou eternally loved'

and adored in this rich dispensation of thy mercy, that Rahab
the :

harlot perished not with them that believed not. Oh! thou

bountiful Lord! "publicans and harlots" (thou hast said) "go
into the kingdom of God, before the self-righteous Pharisees !"

: How fair and how pleasant art thou, love, for de-

lights ! Song vii. 6.

"-

]\fy soul, thou hast been refreshed many an evening, through

j|raee
in beholding thy Lord, both in his person, and in his com-

p'rehensive fulness for his redeemed ; nor wilt thou be without
refreshment this evening, if thy Lord, in his sweet influences, be
with thee, to make what is said in this lovely scripture life and

spirit in thine heart. They are the words of Jesus ; and they
express the love and complacency of delight which Jesus takes

in his church. Surely nothing can be more blessed, than to see

the high value the Son of God puts upon the Church, which the

Father gave him, endeared as it is yet more in being the pur-
chase of his blood ! But what astonishment is it to the soul of a

poor sinner, to be told, and by the lip of truth, that sinners are

fair in Jesus's eyes !
" Thou art fair, O love, yea, pleasant." Now

remember, my soul, and in that remembrance let Jesus have, all

the glory, that this loveliness and beauty in the sinner, of every
degree that is regenerated, and made anew in Christ, is from
Jesus. It is wholly from his righteousness, in which he beholds
her clothed :

" I washed thee with water," saith the Lord ; "and
I 'decked thee also with ornaments ; and thy renown went forth

among the heathen for thy-beauty: for it was perfect through
my comeliness which I had put upon thee, saith the Lord God."
(Ezek. xvi. 5 14.) My soul, bow down under the conviction of
all that indwelling, inbred sin ; and, in language like that of the
astonished apostle, cry out,

" Lord ! how is it that thou hast set

thy love upon creatures so polluted and unworthy; and dost
manifest thyself

1

to them otherwise than thou dost to the worldl"
18*
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Thou,'O God, didst send, a .plentiful rain, whereby
thovidkl&t confirm thine inheritance when it was weary;'

How truly grateful are the falling showers upon the thirsty
earth, after a hot summer's day, such as this season of the year
abounds with ! Such, my soul, (and thou knowestit, I hope, in

the many refreshments thou hast had,) is Jesus, in the yisits ;ofhis

grace !
" He shall come like rain," was the sweet promise giyen

to Old Testament saints,
"
upon the mown grass, as showers that

water the earth." (Psalm Ixxii. 6.) And every New Testament
believer hath, more or less, a real personal enjoyment of it.

Sometimes the Lord comes as the tender dew, for he salth him-

Self,," I will,be as
v
the dew unto Israel." (Hosea xiy. 5.) (

And
hast thou not found thy Lord, not ^infrequently, so to come?
silent and unperceived for a while ; yea, at times, when wholly
unlooked-for, unasked, unsought! Yes! thou dearest, Jesus,
thou tarriest not for man's desert, neither waitest thou for their

prepared state to receive thee ! (Micah v. 7.) And sometimes, as
this blessed, portion for the evening expresseth it, the Lord comes
in a "plentiful rain :" even showers of his love, washing away
" the filth of the daughter of Zion," and cleansing every thing
that is polluted ; as the natural clouds pour their fulness, which
wasri off the insect from the vegetable creation, and purify the

air from noxious vapours. And when my God and Saviour thus
comes to his people, how doth he make the wilderness-frames of
their dry and languishing minds to blossom as the rose! So

come, Lord Jesus, I beseech thee, on my soul, and not on mine

only, but on thy churches, thy ministers, thy people ! But, my
soul, do not dismiss this charming scripture, until thou hast first

gathered another blessed instruction from it, for it is mostblessed.
The words say, that Jehovah sends this plentiful rain, whereby
he "confirmed his inheritance when it was weary." And doth
not this most abundantly prove that Christ, with all his fulness*

and all his graces, is the sent of God the Father? " We have
seen and do testify" (said John, the beloved apostle) .'* that the

Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of the world." (1 John
iv. 14.) Oh! precious, precious scripture ! Do I not read in it

the grace, and love, and mercy of all the persons of the Godhead 1

Surely, almighty Father ! thou dost confirm all thy covenant faith-

fulness, when thou thus dost send thy dear Son to the souls of

thy people ! Thou dost, indeed, both confirm thy truth, and re-

fresh their weary, dry, and thirsty souls, when Jesus comes to"

bless them in the dew of his grace, and in the showers of his love

and mercy.
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they called,the, name;of that place Bochini.

it was enough to induce such an effect, when the preach-

ing of an angel informed the people, that the Lord, for their sins,

would not drive out their enemies before them. The pla;ee might
well be called Boehim^ and they themselves might bear the name
Boehim, weepers. But,my soul, thou hast lately been to a place
which is yet more calculated to make it memorable, by weeping,
when thou didst attend Jesus at the ordinance of his supper.
For there Jesus himself was, and is, the everlasting preacher,
who showeth thee his hands, and his side, pierced and streaming
with blood, for thy sins. Didst thou not hear him speak t6 thee

himself, in his own wdrds, " They shall look upon me whom they
have pierced ; and they shall mourn for him, as one mourneth
for his only son; and shall be in bitterness for him, as one that

is in bitterness for his first born 1" (Zech. xii. 10.) Didst thou

not Weep in beholding such a sight, in hearing such words, and
in meditating on such things T Alas ! Lord, my heart is harder
than the adamant. But if the eye wept not, say, was not my
heart broken 1 Did I not desire to feel, to mourn, and, with the

prophet, to cry out : Oh ! that mine head were waters, and
mine eyes a fountain of tears, that I might weep day and night,"
in the recollection ofmy Redeemer's sufferings, and my sins, the

dreadful cause of them ? Did Jesus die for me ? Did the Son
of God offer up his precidus soul an offering for me? Was his

body broken, and his blood shed for me? For me! a poor,
wretched, polluted, hell-deserving sinner? Oh! for grace to

make every place a Boehim in the recollection; and especially'
at the table of Jesus, may my soul always find these ordinance-

seasons heart-melting seasons. Here would I frequently attend,
to 'have my soul thoroughly awakened, and my stony heart
made flesh. Here would I go, to gather a holy hatred to my
sins, which brought Jesus to the cross. Here would I be found

waiting, that when any new temptation may arise, I may cry
out, with a vehement indignation, "How can I do this great
Wickedness, and sin against God 1" How can I "crucify the

Son. of God afresh, and put him to an open shame 1" Precious
Lord Jesus ! do thou help me to keep the eye ofmy soul stead-

fastly fixed on thee, and all the affections of my soul to be going
out in desires after thee; to be "always bearing about in my
body the dying of the,Lord Jesus, that the life also of the Lord
Jesus may be made manifest in my body!"

-

*

I will both lay me down in peace, and sleep :. for thou,
Lord, only makest me dwell in safety. Psalm iv. 8.

My soul ! it is blessed, indeed, to lie down or arise, when Jesus
is thy rest and refreshment ! But, void of security and safety in
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their horrors.,

is every thing vvhefe Jesus is not ! |Thii^
} exemplified, day by day, among all carnal charact^s^
be many," saith the psalmist, '(in

this divine psalhi,|
"There be many that say, who will show us any good ]" Yea^
thel whole world, who know not the blessedness oFJesiis, wjlf;

thus say! What a busy life some men make of it! Aii|
wliat is it for \ Be their pursuits what they may; let them DO*

ever so much diversified, one object is the aim of all. Thef

apostle hath said what it is; "to make provision for the fleshy
to fulfil the lusts thereof." (Rom. xiii. 14.) My soul! what is

the first and last, the greatest and most momentous desire of

thine affections 1 Canst thou, and dost thou adopt the words
of the psalmist, in this sweet psalm: "Lord! lift thou up the

light of thy countenance upon me: and it shall put more glad-
ness in my heart than in the time that corn and wine increase I"

Oh ! the blessedness of such a state ! May it be mine ! Dear-
est Lord Jesus! grant it me day by day; .and in the evening
and night-watches, let thy sweet visits be unceasingly renew-

ing: and then will I take this precious portion for my song,
both when undressing for the bed of sleep, and the bed of death :

"I will lay me down in peace, and sleep : for thou, Lord, only
makest me dwell in safety !"

For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup,

ye do show the Lord's death till he come.

.1 Cor. xi. 26.

An evening or two since, my mind was led out to the contend

plation of the supper of the Lord, as a heart-affecting ordinance*
to make the Lord's table a Bochim. I hope, my soul, that in this

view thou didst find it profitable. Here is another proposed to

thy meditation, which, under grace, will prove equally so, iti

which it comes home to thy affections as a subject of holy joy:
Look at it in this light, and remark what the apostle saith upon
it: Trie Lord's death, which is thy life, is set forth by every re-

newed celebration. And what a delightful thought is that. As
the body needs its constant regular meals, so doth the soul.

And as Jesus is the whole of life, and strength, and happiness
to his .people, as oft as we receive the holy supper, we testify td.

the world of men and angels, that he is all this ; and we glory in

setting him forth as such at his table. And what a blessed ad-

dition is that little phrase at the end of this* verse, till he comet

yea, that when he comes he may find his people at his table, and
in their death celebrating his. Oh ! the blessedness of being so
found ! . Surely every lover, of. Jesus would desire to be found

tHereV when the Master cornes, and calleth personally for each,
to take him home: to be, in one and the same moment, in tne
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ion, and the valleypfjttie shadow ofdeath !
jily i?pul !

henceforth,, amqhfr the iotlier glories of the, ordinattce, ;do

r^et ;thisr Theoftener it is attended , the more delig&tfal,
it

;

.\?iii be. ;
For the service keeps the remembrance of Jesus aijye

inKthe soul, until he comes to take the soul home to the eyer-

listing enjoyment of himself in glory. And as there all hia re-

deemed; who feast their souls with the view of his person, un-

cjlasingiy behold some new glories in him, and, after millions of

ages, will find him still increasingly lovely, and increasingly pre-
cious, so here below, the more we see him, and know him, and

enjoy him by faith, the more we shall long to see him, and
know him, and enjoy him by sight; and the glories of his per-
sbn",and the wonders of his blood and righteousness, will be un-

folding more and more to our ravished souls. And while every
other object lessens in its value by time and use, and all created

excellencies, like the planet under which they are found, have
their growing and their waning seasons, Jesus is the same,
*<
yesterday, and to-day, and for ever." Yea, though in reality

always the same, yet from the increasing manifestations of love
x

and glory which he makes of himself to us, as our capacities are

capable of bearing, he will be in our view more and more blessed,
from day to day, from one ordinance to another, and through
all the unknown periods of eternity ! Oh ! the blessedness of

setting forth Jesus,
" in breaking of bread, and in prayer !"

And Abraham called the name of that place Jehovah-

jireh; as it is said to this day, In the mount of the Lord
it shall be seen.- Genesis xxii. 14.

'

My soul! how many Jehovah-jirehs hast thbu erected 1 At
least, how many occasions hath thy bountiful Lord afforded thee

for erecting them 1 Oh ! what cause have I to blush in the re-

collection ! Had I done by my God as Abraham did by his,

what blessed helps would they have afforded me, in the' same
moment that they became monuments to the Lord's praise !

Surely I know all this, in theory, very plainly and fully; but

how do I fall short in the practice of it ! To set up the Jehovah-

jireh fo? &]\ that is past, is the best help to a soul in exercises

for all that is to come. "When I can, and do put down, after any'

sfaarp trial, iny Jekovah-jireh, and say, here it was " the Lord
did provide," will it not, in any future exercise, enable me to

say, "If the Lord-helped me then, may I not hope that he will

help me now* ?" Jt would be a very sad requital for past mer-

cies, in the moment of receiving them, to say, "Alas ! the Lord
did 6nce help : but he will riot, I fear, do it again." This would
be.to read the inscription of the Jehovah-jireh backward. .Where-
as the very sight of our

Jehovdh-'jirefis would be to say, ''Here



helped fttehere 'lie manifested his free "unrneiritid

e'; and will he-not again? Is he less Jehovah thaii

Ke?was 1 Is he not God all-sufficient, all-gracious still 1" >

Qlr!
it? is blessed to have such stones set up as Abraham's JeK&iitiK*

jireh. There was nothing in the patriarch's of his own'^JrO^

vkling. His was simply an act of faith ;- and neither the result

of his asking by prayer, or providing by his wisdom. And, my
soul, do not overlook a most interesting mark which the -Holy
Ghost hath put upon Abraham's Jehovah-jireh^ in adding,

" As
it is said to this day, In the mount of the Lord it shall be seen.'*

As if he had said, "All the ages and generations yet to come
shall profit by the great father of the faithful's testimony to this

place; and they shall see it to the latest day of Jesus's Chutrch

upon earth ! Oh! how blessed, when our personal experience
bears an exact correspondence to that of the faithful gone before;
when we can and do set up the same. All blessings, all pro-
visions are in Jesus. He is tbe Lamb which, from everlasting,
Jehovah hath provided, and whom his people shall see in all

their wants, temporal, spiritual, and eternal. And let their ex-

tremities be what they may, yea, though the exercises of, their

faith abound, yet let them wait but the Lord's time, which is

always the best time, and they shall most assuredly, like Abra-

ham, find cause to call the name of every place of trial Jehovah"

jire/i; concerning which, in proof and in reality, it shall be
said every day, and to the last day,

" In the mount of the Lord
it shall be seen !"

He shall drink of the brook in the way; therefore

shall he lift up the head. Psalm ex. 7. '':'

The brook of Kedronwas a black brook, (for so the word
Kedron signifies,) into which all the filth from the sacrifices was
thrown. It was the brook over which the Son of God passed
in the night that he entered the garden of Gethsemane. Now, as
the whole psalm from which this portion is taken, refers to the

person of Jesus, nothing can be more plain than that Davidy by
the spirit of prophecy, is here describing the deep sufferings of

Christ, and the glory that should follow. By drinking of this

black brook, it is intended to convey "the cup of trembling" put
into the Lord Jesus's hands, when he sustained all the sins 'and

filth of his people, and in consequence, as their Surety, all the

Father's wrath against sin. Hence the Lord said,
" The cup

that my Father giveth me, shall I not .drink it ?" My soul I

pause and ask thyself, doth not this sweet but solemn verse give
thee pirecibus instruction, when thou considerest that all thy
filth, and all thy defilements, were imputed, by the Father him*'

self, unto the person of thy glorious Surety 1 Is it not blessed
thus to see, that by Christ's drinking "of the brook in the way*"
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4hy 4;ransgressiloriSi and was, madeifeqChf' sin and a

$oriJth>eg that ^thoy mightst be made the>righMousnfi8s><6f

though in himself he Was "
holy, harmless;

d^ separate from ; sinners, and made higher than 4he
heavens," yet, as the Su,rety of ; his people, he was made black

wj'thisin.and suffering; "his visage wjas marred, more than,any
man,>and his form more than the sons of men." Precious Jesus !

may 1 never lose sight of Gethsemane^ the mount of Olives, and
the brook Kedron! Here, by faith, let my soul frequently take
her evening station, and behold thee "pouring out thy soul

unto death, numbered with the transgressors," drinking "of the

bjcqok in the way," that thy sacred head might be lifted up, first

on ttve cross in suffering, and then with thy crown in glory !

And as he reasoned of righteousness, temperance, and

judgment"to come, Felix trembled.- Acts xxiv. 25.
'

, And wherefore did Felix tremble 1 Did Paul, who was then

preaching to him, charge him with any particular
sins 1 It doth

not appear that he did. Neither is it probable that a poor
prisoner would have been permitted so to have done. But the
tmtn is, God's holy word, by Paul's

preaching, and the man's
own guilty conscience, which Felix himself applied, sonnet to-

gether, that the conscious sinner could not refrain. The very
thought of a future judgment, and a day of account, crossing the

mind of a guilty conscience, will be enough to damp the mirth
of the sinner in the midst of his jollity. Every man, more or

less, must have thoughts now and then of an hereafter, Man,
by nature, is a creature compelled to, look forward. He is for

ever proposing to himself prospects that are to arise. Hence,
men of the world are sending out into the highways and lanes of '

thpdcity to invite men like themselves to kill time, and to gild
thq passing hour : and while they can do this, fill up the moment,*
and drown thought, it is all very well. But when the idea of a

judgment to come riseth within, and the very apprehension that

things will not always be as they now are, starts up, the alarm,
like the handwriting upon the wall of the impious monarch,

instantly takes effect, and' a trembling follows. (Dan. v. 5.)

IVy soul! learn hence (and if well learned, it will be a blessed

improvement of thine evening's meditation) that outward cir-

qunistances, be they what they may, go but a little way to,give
inward comfort. It matters not what men possess, if those,posr
sessions have not the sanctifying blessing 01 the Lord upon them.:

"Vyhere Jesus is np,t, tHere can be no real enjoyment. All the

wprld. of creature comforts are not sufficient to afford, real happi-
ness* Hence Felix, a governor, trembled, while Paul, a prisoner,'

rejoiced. Hence many an aching heart in a .noble house.
,-
Shall

not guch:views endear Jesus to thee, ray soul, still more.? Shall



JULY; 18.

make thee very >cheery* over^lhy corrtfarts ;

thee-truly jealous, that thou wilt not allow thyself on
where Jesus is not first seen in thatlenjoyment, and;wher5?he
dpth;not sweeten, and form the whole of! it? Make him? the
sum and substance of all blessedness, and then thou wilt ifiiid

that godliness, indeed, is profitable to all things: /'it hath thfe

promise of the life that now is, and of that which is> to come!'?

And he said unto them, With desire I have desired
to eat this passover with you before I suffer.

Luke xxii. 15.

My soul ! thy Jesus holds a feast of the ordinance of his sup-

per; that most interesting service, which he hath appointed in
his Church as a standing memorial of his death, until his second

coming. Surely thou canst need nothing^ more endearing,, to

prompt thee to attend it, than what the Lord himself expressed
of his own^pleasure in it, in these words. There is somewhat

uncommonly affectionate in them : they seem to open and un-
fold the whole heart of the Redeemer upon the occasion. And
do not forget, that what Jesus then said to his disciples, he saith

now to thee, and to all his redeemed : they were the representa-
tives of his whole body, the Church. Listen to what Jesus here,

saith, and regard every word in this most tender and affectioiiate

request, as if Jesus in person were now speaking to thee, in

prospect of the coming supper :
" With desire I have desired to

eat this passover with you, now I HAVE suffered, and have ac-

.complished redemption by my blood !" Pause over the blessed

view, and trace the wonderful desires of Jesus from everlasting,
which he ail-along manifested towards his people. His goings
forth for the salvation of his people have been from everlasting.
He saith himself, that " while as yet Jehovah had not made the

earth, nor the fields, nor the highest part of the dust of, the

world; that then his delights were with the sons of men!'?

(Prov. viii. 22 31.) And how did the Lord Jesus manifest his
desires towards his people, as soon as creation-work took place,
in all those appearances he made of himself to them, from the

garden of Eden, to nis openly tabernacling among
1 them in the

substance of our flesh ? What were all those manifestations we
read of, sometimes in the form of man, and sometimes of an

angel, but to tell his Church, his redeemed, that with desire he
desired for the fulness of time to arrive, when he would become
their Passover, and suffer for them! And is not the desire of
Jesus after the conversion of every poor sinner, whom the Father
hath given to him, now as earnest, and as affectionate as ever?
Doth he not wait to be gracious? Doth he not long for their

recovery from sin and Satan, and to bring his prisoners out of
the prison-house? And. when they are brought by his Holy
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fesfha

nf to brdinanceb, call upon them by
es# by aTM&s (dispensations, to manifest himself

i' Otherwise than h6 doth to the world ? Dost thou Ti6t

of those precious things, my soul ? And if so,
-Jesus *sa^, a's he doth ifi those blessed words to his- disci-

in the evening of his agonies in the garden, "With desire

e desired to eat this passover with you, before I suffer?"

arid Wilt thou hot be among the first to attend
thy Jesus at his

table 1 O bountiful Lord ! I beseech thee, let this view of tiiy

desires quicken mine: and let my whole soul, with all her affec-

tions^ be earnestly going forth after thee, that I may say with one
of (ildv"0 send out thy light and thy truth: let them lead me,
fet them bring me unto thy holy hill, and to thy tabernacles

;j

then-will I go unto the New Testament altar of my God, etiiin

\into Jesus, my God, my exceeding joy; yea, upon the harp of

m^'tdahnest^ affections will I praise thee, O God, rriy <Gbd.'"

($saim xliii, 3, 4.)
.-..-.- .-.--

it shall come to pass, when your children shall

unto you, What mean ye by this service? that ye
l Say, It is the sacrifice of the Lord's passover. ,' f

Exodus xii. 26, ^.
My soul ! thou hast lately been at the table of the Lord, to

celebrate Christ as thy passover. If thy children ask of thole, as

the; Jewish children were here supposed to ask of their fathers,

**What mean ye by the Lord's supperV wouldst thou not c'atch

aft'the favoured opportunity to inform them? yea, wouldst tttbu.

wait to be asked? Can there be a duty or a pleasure ujidn
dlfthy like thai; of a tender father instructing his household in
the things which accompany salvation ? Can the imagination

figure to itself any sight equally lovely to that-of a parent, 6fa
rh'astef of a'family, encircled by his little ones, and answering to

thiir inteTesting questions ; yea, anticipating
their inquiries^'by

speaking of 'Jesus, his person, his grace, his love, and all the

wonders of his work, in the accomplishment of bur salvation^?

ASi^VindiBed, these were among the precepts under the Old Tes-
timent

dispehsaftionv
"Ye shall lay up" (said Moses)

" th^sfe-

My words in your heart, arid in your soul, and bind them for a

sijp/ upon your hand, that they may be as frontlets between

ybilr eyesi Arid ye shztll teach them your children^ s^iakiEf^
!

-

-

of
tHern- when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walk^st
Wthe way ; when thou liest down, and when thou risest up'.*'

g^eut.
xi; 18, 19.) And if the subject of federiiptibn-wa|

i(o

i|t|festmg'tlierj, though- but in type
^ arid figure, what' bu^Ht

f

il tb

^i wrifen^^sus] the whole sum arid stibbfiamMof i

19
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c^n\^ and finished, it by his.hlpgdj . My, soul! whasays$ihotj
to these things ? Hast thou children,, a -family, a hPus^tfpld^a

charge of souls about thee ] And wilt thoii not, at thyjeturn
from the Lord's- table, or from the Lord's house to thinkowrjf,"

season thy conversation with speaking of Jesus 1 Wilt thou not

begin the sweet subject of redemption, by way of calling iip

their inquiries, and exciting their attention ? Wilt thou -not tell

them where,thou hast been, and what thou hast been to the table

of Jesus for; what thou
f
hast seen there, and what thou hast felt,

and known, and enjoyed ,of the Lord's presence, in holy cpmrntj-

nipnl Surely their minds, how young soever, will long to know:

more and more of a service so truly interesting; and they will be

Ippiking forward to the time of life when a ripeness ofunaerstand-

ing, under the .awakening influence of the Holy Ghost,may pre-

pare them to join the Lord at his table also, that they, witlvall

the ransomed of the Lord, may celebrate the Lord's passoveri
Methinks I hear the earnest question of such, like the Jewisji

children, ''What mean you by this service!" and .that, when.

opened and explained, followed up by a thousand more. . Hath
Christ been your passoveri Hath he been with you at the feast?

Hath he manifested himself to " your soul otherwise than he doth
to -the worlp"?" Have you seen "the goings of your 'God and

Kinginjiis sanctuary I" And hath Jesus made your heart "burn
within you, while talking with you by the way, and in making
himself known to you, in breaking of bread, and iri prayer

1

?""
u

Christ, our passover, is sacrificed for us. 1 Cor. v. 7.

Thou art not wearied, my soul, I hope, with the subject of thy
last evening's meditation; and if not, the subject itself of ttte

passover is so abundantly interesting, that itfurnisheth endless

matter for the sweetest thought. Everything in the Jewish

passover was typical and figurative of Jesus ; and, therefore*.that

we might not err on so important a point, the Holy Ghost, by his

servant the apostle, calls him by this very name: "Christ, our

passover," and adds, "was sacrificed for us." A lamb of -the

first year, without blemish, and without spot, was set apart, ,

in the Jewish Church, for the observance of this service*; -and

Christ,; the Lamb of God, who was "
holy, harmless, undefiled 1

,

and separate from sinners," was set apart, in the Christian

Church, for the redemption of his people, from all eternity. ,The
lamb was slain, in the Jewish Church, and roasted with fire, *;

and when Christ was slain on the cross, in the Christian Church;,
the agonies of his soul were such as one sustaining the fire of

wrath against sin: he was made both sin and a cwrse, that 'his

people might ,be made "the righteousness of God in him." The
lamb in the Jewish

passover
was to be roasted whole, and,npt|a

of him was to be broken ;-and one of the principal features
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that we are
v''C- -

when* on

r? ^ vj .byadi-
providence, were* not broken. ^The bfood of the 'lamb,,' in

Jewish passover, was to be sprinkled on the lintels and

Costs'
of the houses of the Israelites, to preserve them from de-

8j.r,uction; and in the Christian passover, it is not the blood shed

orily, but the blood applied, by ;

sprinkling on the sinner's cpn-

scfiencey that delivers him from the wrath to come. Neither the

l)b]ts,nor bars of the Israelites' houses, no, nor all the prayers
Coffered up within, became the least cause of their safety ; but the

blpoid on the door. So, in like manner, it is neither the prayers
nor repentance, no, nor faith, as an act of our own, that can pre-
serve from destruction : it is "the blood of Christ" alone, that

*Xcleanseth from all sin." Oh! how blessed is it to see the

great work of redemption thus shadowed forth in the scriptures

.frorri the beginning, and that the whole, and every part of the

Jewish service, referred to the Christian sacrifice of Jesus on the

cross. ''Christ, our passover, is sacrificed for us." Oh! for

^race to keep the feast at the Lord's fable, a feast upon that

sacrifice, and to remember what the Holy Ghost saith : ." Christ

being come an High-Priest of good things to come, by a greater

and; more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say,
not of this building: neither by the blood of goats and calves, but

t)y his own blood, he entered in once into the hoty place, having
obtained eternal redemption for us." (Heb. ix. 11, 12;)

I know that my Redeemer liveth. and that he shall
-..- ..- * >,--... ij . . j - .........

Stand at the latter day upon the earth. And though
after my skin> worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh

shall I see God : whom I shall see for myself, and mine

'eyes shall behold, and not another. Job xix. 25 27.

What sublimity is in these words ! and what blessed, glorious
truths do they contain ! Here is Job's creed. My soul j see if it

be thine. Job did not say, that he had heard of a Redeemer,
and that he hoped it was true, and he gave credit to it; but he

saithi^
he knoweth it. And observe who this Redeemer is. Job

calls him his Groe/, his kinsman-Redeemer. For the right of re-

demption belonged to the nearest of kin, and he might "redeem^

(Levit. xxv. 35.) We have, lost our inheritance, forfeited our

possessions, and are poor indeed, both inperson, and in substance.
Now as Christ, by. virtue of his being our nearest of kin, is the

Diie, the blessed one, the. only one to whom the right 'of redemp-,
tidn belongs, and may .redeem both our persons and our imort-

:gaged inheritance, so we find Christ hath done both. oJob there-

fore:exults* I know, saith he, that my Kinsman, * my Redeemerj



"

Jipwf
IJuJ W* mu$$ P9Jt &>$ l^re.. Thl^ H

wjll stead at the .tetter day ppn the par,tV-'

, Jehovah hath given .assurance to all men of -

lljjis ali. Job's eree^ goes PR. *Though,'V,saitii
pf rnine. be destroyed by worms, y(it in tfei^ ft

pd; wfepm I shallme for niy^ejf, aiid mie eyes eMU,

/or ^yse^, and ppl; another /?r 4f." Wt
hath ?$4?u^ the resrrpctiQn of his people*

, hath cpjafirmejl theirs. As s^je as he arose,
for he is the firstrfrjjits, a4,.by their wniQi

they a;
re th after-har.vefJli. AS J^sus arps.e p^fgc

stantialiy the very same body that died .pij the crpgs, .sp.

their redeerned bodies arise the very same. The hand that ipi

\yrites, and the eye that now reads, if a part of Christ's,

body by regeneratiori, must be interested in his resurrecorit

also, and must arise not only precisely the same identical Jbp,dy
but every member of that body the same; for this is essentjiaJL

to identity. Were (Jod to raise another body, it would Hi3HQ
another person.' This might indeed be done by God's power;-
hut then it would be a new creation, and not a lesurreetiqjv
of the old body. I must be the who lam now, and the mme as,

I am now, as to identity, in order to constitute a resurrection,.;
*' This corruptible" (saithPaul) "must put on incorruption an!
this mortal must put on immortality.". -Pause, my soul, pyej
these sweet, but solemn truths, and say, are they blessed to thy
meditation ? Dost thou feel a joy, an interest in them 7 Oh !

the unspeakable felicity of knowing that we have a kinsman-

liedeemer, and that he liveth, and that we live in him! Pre-

cious, precious Jesus ! though all nations die, Jesus liveth ;.farid

because he liveth, I shall live also! Lie down, my spill, this.

night, with this blessed assurance, saying, Hajlelujah! Amen*

The wilderness of Zin. Exodus xvi. 1.
. . V

'

.

' '

'* -

My soul! thou art still in a wilderness state, not yet arrived
'

home to thy Father's house ; and thou art frequently exercised

with wilderness dispensations. Perhaps, under the Spirit?s

teaching, an evening's meditation on the wilderness of Zin, wheie
Jsrajel sojourned, will be profitable to thee. Let faith lead ;thee

thither, and see what subjects are there opened before thee* ;\Va$

there ever an instance like Israel, brought out with a high handy
and stretched out arm, from the tyranny of Egypt 1 Did the sea

open for them to march through ; and that memorable spot*
which to them became the way of salvation, become to their

enemies that pursued them, the pit of destruction 1 Did the Lorii

gpvhefore them in a pillar of cloud by day, and cover thenifrom-

danger by the pillar .of fire/by night 1 After such miiacles,:yeai

f :<#''



fthrough ?tlie> wil4e,rness7of
their rnjhdsf or made them call in ^

and; his love ?-?-Thou knowest, my isoul,fwhat the

sjiripture; hath recbrded of the events of the wilderness to Israel,

though their history furnisheth a continued series of the'Lord's

ni'ercies ;over them, yei, on their part, little else can be found but

rebjellion, unthankfulness, and sin. Pause, and let the apostle's

question have its full weight upon thee. "What then?" saith

he,;;" are we better than they ? No, in no wise ; for we have
be;*

fore provid, both Jews and Gentiles, that they are all under
sin." Was there ever an instance of grace like this, my soul, so

great,
so distinguishing, so abounding, when the Lord found thee

in the Egypt of thy fallen nature, and when he brought thee out

with a sovereign hand ? Did Jesus open to thee a new and living

way through his blood? And dost thou not know, that his cross,
whicH is thy glory, and thy salvation, will be the condemnation
of all the enemies who despise it? Is thy Lord leading thee,,

going before theej and following thee, in grace, and goodness, ani

mercy, all the days of thy 'life, like the pillar of cloud, and the

pillar of fire to Israel, and bringing thee by aright way to a 'f cityl

of habitation ?" Are these among the daily manifestations of thy
Lord? And shall thy,passage (for thou knowest that it is but a

passage) through the wilderness of Zin, make thee for a moment
16e sight ofJesus? True, thou art exercised

;
and thine^exercises

appear to thee so peculiarly distressing, as if no one of God's

people before had ever been so circumstanced. But in theni thou
shouldst mark the wisdom, as well as the love, of him that ap->.

ppints them. Didst thou trace Jesus in all, thou wouldst find a.

sanctified blessing in all; and the issue of the heaviest trials

would then bring in an exact proportion of the sweetest comforts.

It* is because they are peculiar, that they are suited to thee.

There 'are numberless things which occur in the exercises of thy
brethren, which, to thee, would be no exercises at all. They feel

them, and know their pressure, and the love of Jesus in sending
them, and the tenderness of Jesus in helping them under them,
and '.bringing them out of them: all these things thou seest and
knowest in others, and findest cause both to admire and to adore
the;divine faithfulness in the dispensations. But in the study

anddniprovement of the exercises in thine own heart, which,' of

alb others, is the most important,
1

here thou failest. And yet thou
art- convinced v in a cool hour, when grace is alive, that if a synod
of*angels were to arrange the, circumstances of thy statej they
could not order them with the wisdom and love that they are now
ordered with. . Go then,' my soul; go by faith, frequently to the
wilderness of Zin. Look at Israel's history, ana look up"for
w-isdpnr to gather suitable instruction. Behold Jesus in every
dispensation. Whatever tends to lead thee to him, musVbe



blesseld*
- :
-'f It is impdtfsjbie tft&t a^lfrMf^ieiiii^

k&$herwisei^
ftridlendearei and mafees Jesu6 precious the'r^by.

;A^'M^ ^ttt|
Millie I wish tjhee frequently to |^bv:^lemn meditatidtt to-th|i
Wilderness of Zin, let each renewed visit? 4-emind^thee, tha^thixii

art
gstting'through

it. Like childreni at^B&bddlveTery da;y fering^
en the festival which will take us home to ouj? Father's house. A
few steps more, a few exercises more, and Jesus will send his
chariot for us ; yea, he will eomehimself tofetch us }

;andwe "shall

takejan everlasting farewell both of the wilderness oZin and this

world ofsorrow together.
** Haste, haste, my beloved, arid be thott

like to a roe, or to a young
1

hart, upon the mountain of spices!**

Perfect in. Christ Jesus. Colossians i. 28.

v Sweet thought ! And where should perfection be found, but in

Christ Jesus! My soul ! turn the subject over and over again;
look at it in every point of view : consider it as it relates to the

life; that now is, and that which is to come ; and where wilt thou
find any perfection for grace here or glory hereafter, but 4n
Christ Jesus 1 Oh ! what heart-aches would it have saved me,
had I but learned this sweet lesson when the Lord first took me
into his school. Had I but thought aright when the Lord passed
by, and saw me in my blood, and bid me live, that a creature so

polluted and so poor, could never recompense such riches of

grace, it would have tended to hide pride from my eyes. But I

was delighted with myself, and the supposed improvement I :

should make; all my views were directed how to requite ,the
Lord's goodness, and how to shine above others in the attain-

ments I should make in the divine life ; and according to my
views then, it would have been no difficult matter to have per-
suaded me (had the adulation been offered to the pride of rny
vanity in a guarded manner) that,what from labours, and services,
in attending ordinances, and prayers, and the like, I .was hastening
on to perfection, and possessed a good stock of inherent holiness.

^Precious Jesus I I bless thee, in the moment of recollection,

for thine unspeakable mercy in breaking this snare of/the enemy,
and bringing me humbly to thy feet! And now, Lord j I again
ajad again, and for ever, desire to praise thee for keeping me still

a.t thy feet, in the same humble frame, convinced "that in me,
that is, in my flesh, dwelleth no good thing !" Oh Lord ! how
should a creature such as man, who could not for a moment, did

his salvation depend upon it, form one good thought, or prevjent
a train of evil thoughts from rushing^

in upon his mind, how-
should such an one ever be led to the presumptuous hope of >

finding perfection in himself] Precious Jesus ! be ,thou ln?>

oreasingly precious from the increasing wants of myisoul for thee.

Qive me, Lord, yet more and more to see that every thing in roe,

from xae, must be, like myself, but " dung and dross," Ac-



%^^
of thy blood and righteousness;! Be thou, Lord, my
sole perfection for righteousness here below, and may I befouind

f}tperfec.tj in Christ Je^asr" in a life o grace, that I mayf eyier-

enj.oy thee in a life of glpry i hereafter. Amen. -
,

< /There they made him a supper. John xii. 2.

We are very apt to suppose the blessedness of those hallowed

seasons in which the Lord Jesus ate and drank familiarly witji

his disciples, as peculiarly given to the followers of our Lord in

the days of his flesh. And, no doubt, there was a precious sa-

vour which Jesus manifested upon those occasions. He' that

laid asi,de his garments, and condescended to wash his disciples*

feetj may well Jbe supposed to have said and shown a thousand

gracious things in those seasons, which are not recorded. i; But,

my soul, depend upon it, if we make Jesus a supper, or if Jesuf
liivite us to' his own, which is the same thinnr, there will be^

always a blessed savour of his person, Work, ana righteousness^
wKen his person is the subject of discourse, and his work and

rightepusnes's the rich food of the soul. Our ordinary meals.

Would' be truly satisfied, if the love, and grace, and favour of the
bountiful Giver of them> became the chief conversation at our

table.'
;

But is it to be wondered 'at, if carnal company mingle at

our entertainments, that carnal discourse, and not that which
tendeth to edification, should follow? And if Jesus be thus:for-

fiidden, how shall it otherwise be, but that every thing connect--

eid'With Jesus is banished 1 How often,my soul, hast thou been
ai such tables, and in such society, where thy Master is hot hon-

oured ; but where, at thy departure, thou mightest with truthhave

tjaken up the observation, and said,
" Alas ! I have neither said

aught which might benefit another, nor heard aught to be bene-
fitied by myselfT* Blessed Lord ! while I sit down at fhe re-

fireshtnents of thy bounties, give me always to recollect from

^vhpm they come ; and while I eat of the fat, and drink of the

sweet, do thou, Lord, send portions to them for whom nothing
fe

prepared. And cause me and mine, at every supper, to make
thee at supper in a true spiritual enjoyment of thee. Oh! "for

thy presence to be always in view^ and the savour of thy name
fo be as " ointment poured forth !" And, do thou, Lord, by the

fwdet influences of thy Spirit, direct our conversation to the use

oj^fe'difyingy that we may talk of Jesus while Jesus draweth nigli
TO us j and at every supper think of the supper of the Lord ; and

&y 'faith enjoy that marriage-suppet of the Lamb in heaven, at

which we hope, ere long, to sit down for ever !
"

-



when the thrte ?ofT

^&*^fa4fgwfaei& he
5se&t

to the iwsb^itn^^, tto;tliey might re^iyf
tei fruits ofti^Matikew xxi.

The very lovely season of the year, and the fulness of
fruits^"

which appear on all the productions of God's providence around^
opeti to the mind some of the most delightful meditations. My
soul! sit down this evening, and give scope to the subject; and

see, while contemplating thy Lord's bounties in nature, whether '.'

thy Lord himself will not lead thee by the hand into the inner

department of contemplating his yet greater bounties ,in grace.
Met;hinks every thing seems to have a voice, and speaks ofJesus,

IJy^ tlie fall, pur poor ruined nature is entitled to nothing froni/

the earth but thorns and briers ; therefore the numberless sweets
1

of4he divine mercy preach Jesus, and his cross. It is as if ttjeyV
all said, "Are we lovely to the eye, pleasant to the, taste, arid,!..

healthful in the enjoyment 1 then are we so by Jesus's
appohi'J-!'.

ment, and by Jesus's blessing." , My soul ! there is more of tijijii;

than thy unthinking heart is conscious of, in every blessing andl
favour

;
around thee. Oh ! for grace to keep this always in reV

memferance, that from henceforth thou mayest find a double en-

joyment in all ; first, in beholding him, and then his gift, be it

what it may, as his, and which he giveth thee liberally to enjoy/
And there is still,another blessedness in thus sitting down to th$

contemplation and enjoyment of divine bounties : I mean, that;

the soul not only beholds Jesus in all, and enjoys Jesus in all,

but/it beholds Jesus as looking on, and rejoicing over his'peoplej
in their sanctified use of his bounties. How truly blessed' iff

that scripture in point: "Yea, I will rejoice over them, saith th'e

liprd, to do them good, and I will plant them in this land, as-;

surety with my whole heart, and with my whole soul !" (Jererri.'

xxxii. 41.) My soul! sweetly meditate on these things; and
when thou beh oldest, as in the present time of the year, every,

thing around furnishing the witness of God's love and faithful-?

nessj ,^*in giving rain from heaven, and fruitful seasons, filling
our hearts with food and gladness," let all lead to him., 'Jesus,'

himself is in all. It is he who gives all, crowns all, sanctifies

and sweetens all. And never did any husbandman among men
wait for the precious fruits of the earth with equal diligence and

delight, as Jesus, in beholding the fruits of his own grace, which

by his Holy Spirit he first plants, and then calls forth; into exer-

cise upon his own person and righteousness. Say, my soul, as

the Church did, and let this be thine evening song to the same'

lovely and all-loving Saviour: "My beloved is come down int<

his garden," the Church, **tp the beds of spices ; to feed in

gardens, and to gather lilies." (Song vi. 2.)
A



altar ofearthf
,* Exodus xx.,24, t
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'Ityery thing and every service, in the old testament dispense
* __ _ __ WYT * ** ^V j^ ^w^TMv^*tl *Ww ttixvl* -wv *v^.i^ ^ ^K. C* Itw^4> U rv ^ 1 *J ?

service^be of earth,Tor if it be of :

stone, there was not to?

fce the least mixture. Nothing hewn, nothing polished by man's
roan's device ;

" for if," saith Jehovah,
" thou lift up thy

tpol uporj it, thou hast polluted it." Behold, how fully Jesus

preached here ! There can be nothing offered to the Lord for his

acceptance, but what is the Lord's. Jesus is the Father's gift to

poor .sinners ; and when a poor sinner presents
before the Father

tjie Lord Jesus, as his whole altar, sacrifice, and ofFerinff,hepre-

tp the Father what the ather first presented to him. If

W$' signer were to join any thing of his own with this offering^

J;J|is',
were to pollute it. Sweet thought ! my soul, cherish it in

tjie\warmest of thine affections ; carry it about with thee for thy

diijy exercise of faith, upon the person of Jesus, that nothing Of

t^jheinay mingle with the pure, and perfect salvation, which is

alo.ne; in him. And, depend upon it, thy God and Father is more
honoured, more glorified, and will be more beloved, by such a;

perfect reliance upon him, in whom his soul delighteth, than he
would be by the greatest and most costly sacrifice of thine own
plfpviding. The~ infinite and eternal worth and efficacy of Jesus's
blood and righteousness is upon everlasting record. GooVis welt

pleas.ed with him , and his people in him ; and a voice from heaven

h^h proclaimed it to the earth. To offer any thing of our own,

by way ,of making it pjeadable, is to pollute it ; yea, it is to make

it,questi6nablet as if we thought it not complete. And by thus

doing; we declare that our hearts are not thoroughly pleasedwith

vftiittJehovah hath declared himself well pleased, but are seeking
to Test our souls, not upon the altar, which is wholly the Lord's,
but adding to it of our own. Oh ! for grace to make Jesus what

t^e Father hath made him> the all in all of man's salvation ; and
be ever ready to let him have all the glory, who alone hath ac-

GprapUshed it, "in believing the record that God hath given of

his dear Son."

is me, for I am as when they have gathered
the summer fi'viits, as the grape gleanings of the

vintage ;

there is no cluster to eat
; my soul desired the first ripe

fruit. The good man is perished out of the earth
j
and

thipre is none upright among men. Micah vii. l-,-2i

Is not this lamentation as suited to the present times, as

when the prophet delivered itT Were the interests of Zion ever

at a lower ebb than now 1 Did the waters of the sanctuary run



les| in a strea^vin ajay, Eenpd^f ;

ffcie\p:

Siiirei^

ie|sqn; of the year : t^e choicest are gon$j the trees ^are l
ttia-

laien^ It is only here and there, as' " the "shaking of an olive-

tree;; two or three berries in .the top of ,the uppermost bought
(Isaiah xvii. 6. ) The Lord hath been calling home his choseii^
death hath been housing the servants of the Lord. And even
those that remain, alas ! are they not more like the gleanings
than like the first ripe fruits? Who is there interested or

ZiphT' Who layeth it to heart, that she languisheth in all her

borders'? My soul! can a throne of grace witness for thee, that

many a petition thou art lodging there, that " the Lord would do

f"

odd in his pleasure unto Zion
1

?" Is it known to t|ie ffrejtt;

earcher of 'hearts, that .thou preferrest
" her prosperity above

thy chjef joy?" Dost thou tell the King, that thou lovest hipil

in loving his people; and, knowing the preciousness of thitie

(5wn salvation, art thou seeking, by prayer and by every means'in

thy power, to form and promote the salvation of others ? Qb^
Lord! give me grace, "for Zion's sake never to hold my peacgj
nor ; for Jerusalem's sake to rest, till the righteousness thereof go
forth as brightness, and the salvation thereof as a lamp that

burnetti!" !

r And Peter said unto him^ Eneas, Jesus Christ maketh
thee whole. Acts ix.

x 34. ;

;

:i My soul ! look at this man, Eneas: consider his circumstances
of bodily sickness, and the long period of eight years in which
|ie had been bedridden. And when thou^hast duly pondered tile

subject, behold the sovereignty of that all-powerful, all-prevailing
name of Jesus Christ, though pronounced only by a servant,.and

s^e the blessed effects of it. And wilt thou, after such an i-
stance, go lean under any spiritual sickness ? Shall it be said,
that Jesus Christ cannot make thee whole T Surely thou wouldst
tremble at harbouring such a thought, even for a moment ! And
if thou darest not think such hard things of! Christ's ability, wjtiy
shouldst thou not equally shudder at supposing thy Lord'jS \fant
of inclination ? Hast thou not found him gracious in times past 1

And was that grace the result of thy desert 1 Was it not the

jure effect of his own free love ? And ought not past experience
to beget/bfore hope? Is not every believer's life a life of trust

arid dependence 1 Go to him, my soul, under every new ailment,
as thou wert led to him at first. "Jesus Christ is the same yes-

terday, and to-day, and for ever," Let faith have her full.exer?
cise. " Jesus Christ maketh thee whole." Here rest thy wh.ole
confidence. Never go to him in any attempts of thine own; but.

by a~ direct act of faith upon his glorious person, power, grape,
and compassion ; in his strength^ and not thy; feeling, -rest

wholly upon him, and plead thy necessities and his glory : and,
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Ilem&htfer ;

his jowii iiiostr gracous
"VeHlyJvelrily}I say unto youi whatsoever ye shall ask the

Bather, in my name, he will, give it to, you. Hithertoi h,avwye
allied nothing in miy name ; ask and ye shall receive, that^yojir

^rnay be full." (John xvi. 23, 24.) ^

But I am like a green olive-tree in the house of God ;

.

Psalm lii. 8!
;-,-:--"' -

" '

i
'

"

,

"

'

'

,
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.;My. soul! canst thou humbly take up this language I See,
and mark the particulars, one by one, and then determine the

Important point. Here the Church at large is represented as a

green olive-tree : and,by ajust conclusion, every member is a part j

for "we, being many, are one body in Christ." Now the apostle
Saith, that -by nature .this was not the case, for we were of the

Wild olive-tree, and were grafted contrary to nature into the good
oliye-tree. (Rom. xi. 24.) Hence, if thou art taken -from nature
to grace, it must have been by conversion. The work is not 'of

frian, but of God. And, so far is any man from contributing to

it, that i'tf is altogether contrary to nature. Hast thou felt the cut-

ting work of conviction when taken from the old stock of nature,
and , the healing worlr of .conversion when brought into the new
stock of grace by a union with Christ 1 When, there is a unioii

formed on the new stock, there will be a communication from
the ro'ot to the branch. "He that isjpined to the Lord, ;

is one

spirit." There will be a most blessed union
5
a oneness, an in-*

terest, a life-giving, a life-strengthening principle, communicated

continually from Christ to his members; for he saith himself^
"Because I live, ye shall live also." Hast thou, my soul, these

blessed testimonies'? Moreover, where there is this union with

Christ, and soul-communications from Christ, there will be not

only life butfruitfulness ; a perpetual verdure, a state of constant

flourishing. Say, is it so; with thee 1 Canst thou take up >the

language of this sweet scripture, and say,
" But I am like a green

olive-tree in the house of God 1" It is blessed so to be enabled
to say; and blessed to ascribe all the glory to the one: only
source even Jesus ; and blessed to mark the distinguishing

grace of the Lord in the appointment. For when the Lord Je-
. sus took thee from among the olive-trees, which were all wild

by nature, there were many there in the wilderness apparently
more promising, and surely none more undeserving ! And yet,
while others were left, thou wast taken. " Lord !" (may I \\rell

and constantly cry out)
" how is it that thou hast manifested thy-

self unto me, and not unto the world V* Precious, bountiful Lord !

fulfil in my soul that sweet promise ; and cause *';my feiranche.%
10 spreadiand my beauty in thee to be as the oHye-tr^ee,
srn^ll as Lebanon." (Hoseaxiv. 6.)



'''

/Whyrhav 1 found grace in thine' -fygs, thaf$i!|fi
snoiildst take, knowledge of me, seeing I am a stranger?
- -

.Ruth ii. 10.
'

My soul ! dost thou not find continual causes for sending for'th

the same inquiry as this poor Modbite did, when thou 'art re-

ceiving some renewed instance of Jesus's favour? Hertjeirt
was overwhelmed with the kindness of Boaz, in permitting her

to glean only in his fields, and to eat a morsel of food with Ms
servants; but thy Boaz, thy Kinsman-Redeemer, hath opened
to thee all his stores of grace and mercy; he bids thee come and
take 6f the water of life freely; yea, he is to thee, Kimself^tiie
bread of life j and the water of life; and is now, and will be for

ever thy portion, on which thou mayest feed to all eternity.
When thou lookest back, and tracest the subject of his love from
the beginning, in the springs and autumns of his grace ; wlteln

thou takest a review of the distinguishing nature of these acts of

grace; when thou takest into the account thine ingratitude,
under all the sunshine of his love and favour; will not the

(Question again and again arise, _at every review, "Why have 1
found grace, ia thine eyes, that thou shouldst take knowledge of

Hie, seeing I am a stranger !" Stranger, indeed, by nature and

by practice ; living without God, and without Christ in the

world. And, my soul, it might have been long since supposed
that, after such repeated unceasing acts of grac'e, as Jesus hath

shown, and even when thou hast caused him "to serve with
1

thy
sins, and wearied him with thy transgressions :" yet his conS-

passions have failed not, but have been " new every morning ;"
il might have been supposed, thatlong and unceasing grace would

aVleng'th have produced the blessed effect of living wholly^to

him, who hath so loved thee, as to give himself for thee. fiut,

alas! the day that marks again his mercy, marks again thy ire-

belliqri; so that the heart is constrained every day to cry outj
*.'"Why have I found grace in thine eyes ?" Precious Je'stUi ! the

only answer isy Because thou art^ thou wilt be Jesus. Lord ! I
b-ow down to the dust of the earth, in token of my vileness,arid

thy unspeakable glory ! It is, indeed, the glorious attribute of

thjr grace to poor fallen men ; "the Lord delighteth in mercy.
He will perform the truth to Jacob, and the mercy to Abraham,
which thou hast sworn unto our fathers, from the days of old."

Light is sown for the righteous, and gladness for the

upright in heart. Psalm xcvii. 11.

My soul ! mark how blessedly the Holy Ghost speaks of the

stores in Jesus, laid up for his people. Light, in which is^^in-

cjudeid all blessings in Christ Jesus, is sown, not reajped. Tjii^i

is not the harvest, but the seed-time of a believer; It is a life^of
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fai|h, a life
of trusty >life of dependence. Hence ^thej

^|ith\^]|e^^u;3 hotMWeai-jr in^ell doing ; forin"due sefosdhwe
isMll^eapf if'we^fairit not*'* (Gal, vk &)

; Now Ihis light? is

"sown for iKe fighteous" for the true believer in the righteous*
ness of Jesus ; and there shall be gladness in the end

;;
for?the

truly regenerated in heart. My soul ! it were exceedingly to be

^desired, that thou wouldst seek grace from the Holy Ghost to

have a right apprehension of the promises. It is to the want of

this, very frequently, that thy comforts are broken, and that thou

walkest in darkness. Thy Lord Jesus doth indeed give thee

many sweet love-tokens by the way, and handed to thee many
a blessed morsel of his bread in secret, to comfort thee on thy
/pilgrimage; but it never was his design, neither would it suit

thy present state, nor his glory, to make the wilderness any
!

0tner than a wilderness. The Lord forbid, that aught should

/arise jo prompt thee to set up thy rest, like the Reubenites, pn
'this side the land of promise. No. "

Light is sown ;" mark that :

anoV" the harvest is sure;" here rest in full assurance of nope.
Thy Jesus is thine : thy interest in him is not now to be call-

ed in question : let him then guide the way. And though clouds
and darkness may rest upon it, yet he is

bringing thee by -M-'a

fight way" to a city of habitation. This is the minority ofthine

'existence; and by and by thou wilt come of age. Thou and thy
'companions are all going home to thy Father's house, to thy
Jesus and his kingdom : and what will it signify, when thou

gettest there, what accommodation thou hast had by the way?
Slayythe poorer it hath been, the sweeter will, be the refresh-

ments that follow. And if thou art but little acquainted with
the luxuries on which the carnal rejoice, the good things,

of the
"earth brought forth by the sun, and the precious things put
forth by the moon, yet having "the good will of Him that dwelt
in the bush," thou hast a Benjamin's portion, and art most bless-

ed indeed. Say then, as the psalmist: "Prom men which are

thy hand, O Lord, from men of the world which have their por-
tion in this life, and whose bellies are filled with thy hid treasure !

;But light is sown for the righteous, and gladness for the upright
in heart. As for me, I will behold thy face in righteousness, I
shall be satisfied when I awake with thy likeness."

AUGUST.

An anchor of the soul. Hebrews vi. 19.
'

In the opening of a new month, look, my soul, at thine anchor

Surely it is good and profitable for,thee to see thy safety, that

thou mayest ride out all the storms which arise, and never make
'

20
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and a gopd conscience." And what is

>Nay, who or .what can it be, but JeisuS^ahd hi

righteousness I He hath accomplished redemptioni by histoit!^::
and hath entered within the veil to prove its all-sufliciency . On
him* then, thou hast cast anchor ; indeed, he is himself the anf
chor of all thine hopes, and the "rock of age's," on which thouic

resteth thine eternal security, "both sure and steadfast." True,
it, is unseen; and like the sailor's anchor, thrown out into the

deep. Biit, though unseen, it is not unenjoyed; for
concerning;

hint, who is the anchor of the soul, it is the blessed privilege of

faith,
l
f whom. having not seen, we love; and in whom, though

now we see him not, yet believing, we rejoice with joy unspeak-
able and full of glory, receiving the end of our faith, even the sali-

vation of our souls." But the anchor of this world's mariner,
aiid that ofthe spiritual navigator, differmost widely. His anchor
is thrown forth at an uncertainty : it may break ; it may find no

anchorage, the cable may give way, the ship may drive, and one
anchor after.another be lost, and the vessel, after all, "founder.

Not so with him, whose hope and anchor of the soul is the Lord
Jesus :" He is a rock ; his work is perfect." His salvation is

founded in the everlasting counsel, purpose, will, and good
pleasure of God our Father; it is secured in the perfect obedi-

ence, righteousness, blood-shedding, and death ofour Lord Jesus
Christ: and the soul who rests on this anchor of hope alone for

redemption, hath been brought savingly acquainted with the

Father's love and the Son's grace, through the blessed
teaching,

power, and application of God the Holy Ghost. My soul ! Is

this thine anchor? Hast thou this glorious security entered

within the veil for thee ; unseen, indeed, but not unknown; un-

deserved, but not unenjoyed 1 Oh ! what unspeakable mercies
are unceasingly arising out of this divine, this rapturous hope, to

support my weather-beaten soul \ Surely, precious Jesus ! I may
well look up to thee, in the opening and close of every day, and

every month, as the anchor of my soul, both sure and steadfast;
for thou hast been to me, and thou wilt still be, until I get into

the haven of everlasting rest, what thou hast been to all thy re-

deemed :
" a strength to the poor, a strength to the needy in

his distress, a refuge from the storm, a shadow from the >heat,

when the blast of the terrible ones is as a storm against the

wall." (Isaiah xxv. 4.)
*

'

And he dreamed, and behold, a ladder set upoh the

earth, and the top of it reached to heaven
; and behold,

the angels of God ascending and descending on it.

Genesis xxviii. 12.

Visions of the night, such as the patriarchs were blessed withi
serve to teach us how the Lord, in those early ages, watched over
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pe|>J)l|i ^nd? my souiy I Would have'thee altfayp take the
J

Bt''c9iip)fusiiMi; fro'm ihe review of them, that if Jesus was
u$ mindful of his chosen then, 'depend upon ft, he is not rlesa

attentive noto. There can.be no difficulty? it should seemyhiin-

_ter,preting' this vision of the patriarch Jacob's ladder, after what
"Jesus told Nathaniel o*f the ascent and descent of the angels
upon the Son ,

of man. (John i. 51.) Under such an authority*
wer need not hesitate to consider Christ as the only communiea-

tiofi, the only medium of intercourse between heaven and earthv

(John xiv, 6.) And if the patriarch saw, in a vision, a ladderj

wUh its foot on the earth, and its top reaching to heaven; thus

uniting both, were not these representations of Jesus, as Em-
manuel, His human nature arid his divine : thus uniting such vast

exjtremes, and forming, in both, one glorious mediator, to bring
sinners to God, and bring down grace upon the earth ? And as

Jehovah stood above it, in the patriarch's view, what was this-

but to show the authority of Christ, as the Christ of God ? Pre-

cipus addition to the vision indeed, for this is the warrant of

fafth, in believing
" the record that God hath given of his Sonf

God .was in Christ reconciling the world unto himself." Blessed

Emmanuel ! I hail thy glorious person ! I bow down to the

earth in humble adoration, love, and praise! I view thee, O
Lord, as the only mediation for my precious soul; and desire to

renounce every other ! Witness for me, ye angels of light, who
minister to the heirs of salvation, that on my bended "knees, in

transports of rejoicing, I bless God for having opened such anew
and living way for poor sinners ; and very humbly and earnestly
do I beg of him, that my God.will unceasingly make sweet com-
munications of grace by Jesus, and call forth the suitable re-

turns, in love, and praise, and obedience, through Jesus, in my
soul, until faith is swallowed up in absolute enjoyment, and
that blessed hour, which Jesus promised, be fulfilled, when I

shall see heaven open, and "the angels of God ascending and

descending upon the Son of man !"

A ringleader ofthe sect ofthe Nazarenes, Acts xxiy. 5.'

My soul ! hast thou arrived at that station of dignity to be jre-

proached for Christ's sake 1 If so, thou wilt enter into a proper
sense and enjoyment of the title Paul was branded with : a ring-
leader, or a standard-nearer of the cross. One who, not content
with receiving Christ into his own heart, determines, let the
cost be what it may, the loss of reputation or of life, to pro>
claim Jesus upon the house-top. This is to be a ringleader !

An honourable station ! and one that Jesus loves ! Jesus him-

self.was Jehovah's ringleader, for he saith,
" In that day there

sfiajl fee axrpot pf Jesse, which shall stand for an ensign of the

people ; to it shall the Gentiles seek, and liis^rest shafi be glo-
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^
(Isaiah xi. 10*) And elsewhere Jehovah

hold|l have given him for a witness to the people, ja

cpmniander to4he people." (Isaiah ly. 4.) My soul!

taken partJn the reproaches of God's choicest servants "?

iimpossible to be a true follower of the despised Nazarenej,
unless thou hast followed him "without the camp, bearing Jug

reproach." The world, from the days of Cain, in his perseci^
tiori of Mel* hath in all ages branded the ringleaders of tne*

Lord's cause. The servants were treated as the master. H^s
prophets,

" troublers of the land." (Amos vii. 10.) His city,

always "a rebellious city." (Ezra iv. 15.) Yea, Jesus him--

self, as " one.perverting the nation, and forbidding to give tribute

to Caesar." (Luke xxiii. 2.) Precious Lord! could not
tljy

meek, harmless, and inoffensive conduct pass on without this

censure! then who can hope to escape? I know, Lord, that
to hold thee up, and proclaim thee as Jehovah's ensign to the

nations, is to be indeed a ringleader of the cross, against which
all hell must wage war, and all the powers of this world's cu$?
toms will declare enmity. But be thou my standard, and I shall

be more than conqueror through thy grace helping me. Oh !

let me unceasingly speak thy praise, and let the fathers to the
children make known thy truth.

But there is forgiveness with thee
;
that thou mayest

be feared. Psalm cxxx. 4.

My soul ! this is a golden psalm, and every portion of it more

ponderous in value than the choicest gold of Ophir; and this

verse is as the tried gold, to ascertain the purity and value of all

the rest. The cries of a truly broken heart, from the depth of
sin to the depth of divine mercy, with which the psalm opens,

prove the work of the Holy Ghost, imparting the words with
which the humbled soul comes before the Lord. And the blessed

consolations which this verse contains, in the view of the mercy-
seat, and the mercy there (which is all-precious Jesus, the first-

born in the womb of mercy ; yea, mercy itself) as plainly.prove
the leadings of the Holy Ghost to him, who alone can say,

"P Israel, thou hast destroyed thyself, but in me is thy help!"
Ponder, my soul, these precious words. " But there is forgive-
ness with thee." Is it not as if thou wert to say to thy God arid

Father, when under deep searchings of heart by reason of con-
scious sin, "There is Jesus with thee; he is my propitiation^;

he is my propitiatory; the mercy-seat, between the cherubirn

of glory in whom, andfrom whom, thou hast promised to speajjc
$> thy people ! And shall I doubt thy pardoning love and favour,
as long as I behold Jesus with thee ? Shall I for a moment

.question my acceptance in the beloved, while I behold '" the

man at thy right hand, even the Son of man, whom! thou madist
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e,

||^Gptf the ^aitHef's covenant engagements in KimV lor |he ols-

jgfoy p!*the glory of his grace? On ! how unahsweraM;^strong
dHncJusive,. and satisfactory to a poor burdened conscience Is

triis^yiew of Jesus, the propitiatory; Jesus the pfopitiatipii;J
Sut what is the meaning of the expression in the latter part pjf

the* verse; 'there is forgiveness with thee; that " thou mayst fee

"
\Y6uld not the verse' read better, if it were sai<3U

hou mayst be loved ?"' Oh, no !
" the fear of the "LoM

beginning of wisdom." And although "perfect love

olisteih out fear," that is, the "fear of hell, the bondage fear o,f

ijii^pardpned sin ; yet the child-like fear, which a sense of
j>ar^

ipve begets in the soul, is among the swe^est exercises

renewed nature. , Devils fear and tremble, and feel
,
ide-

rrand horror: but the affectionate fear of a dutiful
ct|ild

is

reyej'se of this, and only manifests itself in
the.mpst eafne^,

ire never to offend. And the sense of God's forgiving love,-

ap'd of Jesus always on the propitiatory, becomes the great" pje-
servative from sin. Hence the Lord himself saifh, "I will put
my fear in their hearts, that they shall not depart from me."

(Jer. xxxii. 43.) My soul ! fold up this sweet portion, and take

it with thee to thy pillow, that it may lie down with thee, and
rest in thine heart; that Jesus, thy Jesus, thy propitiation, is

with Jehovah, that thou mayst fear him ; and he may be thy
exceeding joy and confidence, both now and for ever. Amen.

TO him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me
in my throne, even as I also overcame, and am sat

down \yith my Father in his throne. Rev. iii.

B/ly soul ! let this evening's meditation be sacred, in contem-

plating Jesus, even thy Jesus, sitting down on the throne of his

Father, having overcome all opposition, and triumphed by his

cross, over death, sin, and hell ! And in this contemplation, be
sure that, thpu behold Jesus in thy nature; for it is in that na-

ture the victorywas obtained. The Son of God, as God, had no
thrphe to obtain by overcoming ; neither could a throne be givey
tp him; for all things were his in common with the Father and
ffiie .Holy Gfhost, in the one

glorious
essence of the Godhead,

from all eternity. So that it is in the human nature of Christy
tnese triumphs are set forth; and as the ^lory-man Mediator,

tjioft
art called upon to behold him, for his victories, and 1rtl|

meritsi pi*his redernption-work, as sat down in the throne. Swee|t

thpught '..cjierijSh ;it, my soul, as the first, and best, and/mpstjfq-
Qu|ofyttjlqughts ! , Thy Jesus, in Ay nature, is pn'hre trjirone.

Arid now, when with an eye of faith thouWt viewing him there,
20*
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next*hear4he blessed ;and gracipus^wprds-which come from

i)n^iis?throiie : ^ To him.that overconaeth^ill 1 grant to

;me."o Blessed Lord! Is it possible that my poor nature cai

: arrive to ;sueh. unspeakable felicity? Can J ventilre to

suichaliope? What! shall this poor, feeole, trembling naturenof

mine, encompassed as it is with sin and temptation, anil nvthe
midst ofa waste and howling wilderness, shall I one day sit down
with my Lord, see him as he is, and dwell with him for ever/?
Oh !. for faith to believe, and for grace in lively exercise, to run
with patience the race that is set before me, looking unto Jesus.,

the author and finisher both of faith and salvation] And shall

I hot, dearest Lord, be continually gathering new strength, from
thee? Will not Jesus, who hath taken my naiure, undertaken

my cause, and engaged as my surety, both for grace and for

glory, be everything Ineed,"my light and my life, my hope, and

strength, and salvation 1 Yes ! thou gracious Lord ! thou wilt

make me more than conqueror through thy grace upholding meT

;

and* like the redeemed now in glory, I shall overcome "
by the

blood of
,
the Lamb, and by the word of thy testimony ;" and sit

down with thee in thy throne, even as thpu hast overcome, and
art satdown in thy Father's throne. Hallelujah. Amen.

;

'(For many walk, of whom I have told you oftetf,

and now tell you even weeping, that they are the

enemies of the cross of Christ: whose end is destruc-

tion, whose god is their belly, and whose glory is in their

shame, who mind earthly things.) Philip, iii. 18, 19.

My soul ! hast thou not felt somewhat of the affliction of the

apostle, in beholding how the great mass of carnal men live, and,
for the most part, die ? Nay ,who can look on, and view it with-

out tears 1 the apostle hath enclosed the view within parentheses',
and it were to be wished that it was nowhere to be found bu.t

in parentheses. But, alas '.the truth is too striking, too palpa-

ble, and meets the contemplative mind at too many entrances

and passages through the world, not to show that it is far mofe

general than is imagined. By our apostasy from God, man,
that was originally exalted above the whole creation, is sunk
below the whole : for no creature of God, among the brutes that

perish, ever arrived to such a proficiency in sensuality as to

glory in that which constitutes our disgrace and shame ! Brutes

may riot in gorging their corrupt passions: but it is the^humak

Ijjute alone that glories in the reflection ! Hence, of all the crea-

tures of God, none, by nature, can be more remote from .God,

jdevils excepted, than fallen man ! None in whose mind Satan
could find a seat to rule and reign, but man ! And virhileijby^a-

tufe, thus exposed to perish, for any act of our own bywhidv"we
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,jp,OJftJ44o-ai](gh1;
to .prevent; it ; yea, without eveiLa,4esire t

taV-or acknowledge of the awful depths of sin into which we
> fallen,m order to send forth a cry for recovery : while thus

gi and thus dying, at an everlasting distance from jGod^at
the scorn of angels, and the willing slaves of the devil.

;

As
the c|elirium of a fever, so in the madness of the. mind, the

creature that is under the dominion of it, is unconscious of

ithe whole, and glories in that which is his shame, and which
;
melts every heart into pity, but the heart of fiends and- the

powers of darkness ! My soul ! hast thou duly considered these

{things ! Dost thou behold, as Paul did, many around thee that

Jhuswalk] Dost thou remember when thou didst so walk;
,-Dost thou call to mind " the wormwood and the gall--?" And
tfanst thou ever overlook, or forget, who it was thaj; brought
thee out

1

? Canst thou cease to remember when and where

the Lord Jesus passed by, and took thee up in his arms, when
thou wast loathsome in thy person to every eye but his ; and
.when he, like the divine Samaritan to the wounded traveller,

^brought thee to the inn ofhis Church, when thou wast left more

, jthan half dead by the enemy of souls 1 Oh ! precious, precious
Lord Jesus ! the more I contemplate thy glorious person, and*

thy gracious mercy to our poor fallen nature, the more un-

ceasingly lovely dost thou appear. Thine was indeed, and is,
** a

love that passeth knowledge !" Oh ! for grace toreverence^these
bodies of ours, which thou hast redeemed ; that while the carnal

glory

in their shame, all thy redeemed may cry out, with the

oly indignation of the apostle, and say, as he did, "God forbid

that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ,

by whom the world is crucified unto me and I unto the world."

(Galatians vi. 14.)

But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than

the angels, for the suffering of .death^ crowned with

glory and honour. Hebrews ii. 9.

Mark, my soul, the very sweet and peculiar manner in which
God the Holy Ghost here speaks of Jesus. He was " made a
little lower than the angels for the suffering of death." Yes ! A
body, such as our's, was given him, for the express purpose of

suffering. Our nature, by reason of sin, required a sacrifice for

.sin.. It behoved him, therefore, to be in all things like unt6;his

.brethren. But when he had made his soul an offering for sin,
lie for ever sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high.
To none of the angels was it ever said, "Sit thou on my rig|jt
liiand, .until I make thine enemies thy footstool." , ;Npw ponder
Jhese blessed things, and then say, whether thou liast so;;seeh

s"?^ If soj tjiou hast seen thy nature in the pefoil olf 3he
d' Jesus ?

Chfist, not only exalted above all principality and



AuStrif%

^b^rer, and might, and'dbmimpri, and every name that is
h|tj

n'dl only in this world, Viit also 'iirthat' which" is to comejbu
ih'pu hast seen him " crowned "with glory an4 hWour," as; the[

nead of his body the Church. I charge it upon thee, myiptll
4

,

tiiat in all thy views of the Lord Jesus, as a risen; and exaltM

^aViour, ihbii for ever connect with it, and never lose
:

sightof i|[

that it
i^f Jesus, as Jesus inhis human nature, that is so exalted,|q

Jipiibured and glorified . It would be no honour, but rather a de;

gradation of the Son of God, as G'od,to say such things of him^
as being wade or receiving a throne, or having glorygiven to 'Hitai

J^ll power^ sovereignty, and might, are his before. But when we
Behold Jisus as "made a little lower than the angels,

" and'b
r

e^

Corning Mediator, he stands forth the servant of Jehovah, Te
:

f

deettiing his Church and people, and, as such,
" for the sufFering

1

of (death, is crowned with glory and honour." And oh KnoW
blessed the view! For if he was thus crowned in our nature,'

theij surely he will have respect to our nature in all the wants of
his people. If he be exalted in our nature, surely he is exaitecjt
in that nature " as a Prince and a Saviour, to give repentance to

Israel, and remission of sins." And if it be the same Lord Jesus,
whose head' is now crowned with glory, that was once crowned
with thorns, oh ! with what humble confidence may a poor sin-

ner, such as I am, look up and tell him of the glories of his cross,
now shining with tenfold lustre in the glories of his crown!
Shall I not hope, dear Lord ! by the sweet influences of thy
blessed Spirit, to make every day a coronation day, when by faith

I crown thee my true and lawful Sovereign, desiring to bring
every thought and affection of my poor heart into obedience to/

thee, to bow the knee ofmy heart before thee, and with holyjoy
** confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Fa-.

therT' Amen.

And the Lord said unto Moses, Is the Lord's hand
waxed short? Thou shall see now whether my word
shall come to pass unto thee, or not. -JVwm. xi. 23;

Is it not an extraordinary thing in the history of Moses, .thai

he, who had seen the miracles in .Egypt, should stagger at God's

promises to feed his people with a new supply in the wildernessJ>
Had Moses forgotten the rock which gave water, or the daily

supply of manna 1 But pause, my soul ! look not at Moses ; loofe

at home. What wonders hath thy God wrought for thee ! and
yet what doubts^ and fears, and questionings, are continually

arising in thy mind. Is there a child of God on earth more ap'jt

to reaspn with, tTLesh and blood than thou artl> .And is Jher^

ichjid of God, that hath.less reason so to do 1 Dearest Lord -

JWush. ipr-think how slender, at times, my. faith is! -When Ir^
of the acts of those heroes in the gospel, who,

"
through faith,
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suljdiied kingdoms, wrought righteousness, stopped the mouths

pi^,lionsi!' aiidj th6 like, I ttfkd sKame arid confusiipn
of my unbelieving

1

heart. Did Joshua bid jthe sun.

moon to sitand still; did Peter smite Ananias arid Sapphira
de.ad;.yea

:

, did he even call Tabitha from the dead, hy 'Virtue,of;

faith in Jesus ; and am I so much at a loss, at times, as to fear

that I shall one day perish by the hand of the enemy"? O Lord-!

Ij>eseech thee, strengthen my soul in this grace, that I may never

more question the divine faithfulness. And do thou, blessed

Jesus, pour in thy resources upon my poor forgetful and unbe?

lieving heart, when doubts, and fears, and misgivings arise. Give
me to see, that in all my journey past, thou hast brought me
through difficulties and dangers, and that "

thy strength is made

perfect in-my weakness." What are all intervening difficulties

yrtien\ Jesius undertakes for his peopleT Nay, the very obstruc-

tion, be what it may, is but the more for the display of thy glory,
and the exercise of my faith. Help me, then, Lord! to look
to thee, and not to the difficulty, with which I have nothing to

do. It is enough for me, that my God hath promised, and my
God can and will perform. How Jesus will accomplish it, is his

concern and not mine. He is faithful; he hath promised; and
that is sufficient ; the issue is not doubtful. Yea, Lord ! I know
thine hand is not shortened, and all that thou hast said must come
to pass. "Faithful is he that hath promised, who also will do it !"

And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all

men unto me. John xii. 32.

My soul! it is blessed and refreshing to the faith of God's

children, to behold in their almighty Redeemer, the same pro-

perties as are ascribed to the Father and the Spirit ; and more

especially in the points which concern their personal salvation !

Jesus told the Jews, that none could come to him, "
except the

Father, who had senthim, should draw them ;" (John vi. 44.) And
in the same chapter, he ascribes " the quickening power,"which
draws to Christ, unto" the Holy Spirit,"(verse 63.) Butthathis
own sovereign power and Godhead is also included in this act of v

grace, he here teacheth us, from whose love and grace it is that

sinners are drawn ! Precious Lord Jesus ! let mine eyes be ever

unto thee for the quickening, reviving, restoring, comforting, and
all-heal ing^graces j which thou now art exalted, as a Prince and
a Saviour, to give unto thy people. And, dearest Lord I Irjbe-
seech thee, let my views of thee, and my meditation of thee, in

this .most endearing character, be sweet in the consideration also,
that thou, as the head of thy Church and people, must ,be -the

head of all spiritual, life-giving influence. Surely, blessed Jesus,
the ^head cannot be happy, if the members be not made blessed ;

Ithe source and fountain of all goodness must needs 'send forth



^
, that as^God-OD^ft Mediator^* the Father h^tfe
over all flesh, that thou? shouldst; give eternal

to as many as the Father hath given thee ?'? (John xvi

And will not Jesus delight to dispense alVblessings to his p
to his chosen^ that are the purchase of his blood, and the gift
his Father, and the conquests of his grace ? 1 feel my soul warmejd
with the very thought ! I say to myself,

" Did my Lord and Sa-

viour say, when upon earth, that he was << anointed to preach the

gospel to the poor, to heal the broken in heart, and to give 6fit

of his fulness grace for grace 1" And did my Lord say^ mdre-

oyerj that ' when he was lifted up, he would draw all men unto
him ?" And shall I' not feel the drawing, the

constraining
graces of his Spirit, bringing my whole heart, and soul, aria

spirit, into an unceasing desire after him* an unceasing longing
for him, and an everlasting enjoyment of him'? Precious^
blessed Lord Jesus ! let the morning, noon-day, and evening cry
of my heart be in the language of the Church of old, and let the

ery be awakened by thy grace, and answered in thy mercy':
V Draw me, we will run after thee ;" the King hath brought me
into his chambers :

" we will be glad and rejoice in thee; we
will remember thy love more than wine." (Song i. 4.) .

Are they not all ministering spirits sent forth to min-

ister for them who shall be heirs of salvation ?

Hebrews i. 14.
; . .

-
- -.: . ,.-!,

My soul! art thou an heir of salvation? Think then of thy
high privilege* "If," saith an apostle, "we are children, trien

heirs, yea, heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ." (Rom'.'
via. 17.) Though in this life in a state of childhood, and under

age* yet by adoption and grace we are made "heirs of God.'?

Not like men of the world, in their earthly portions, where only
one in a family can be the heir, and that the first-born; but all

the Church are included, for the Church itself is called "the
first-born which are written in heaven." (Heb. xii. 23.) And in

this heaven-born inheritance, thou hast, my soul, if thou be a
child of God, a portion in God thy Father; for all his people are

a; nation of spiritual priests, who, like Aaron of old, "have the

Lord for their portion." (Numb, xviii. 30.) Yea, by virtueiof

thy union to Christ, who as God-man Mediator, is '*heir of all

things," thou art interested in all things which are his, by virtue

of his mediation. Oh, the rapturous thought ! But do not stop
here. By reason of this heirship, behold thy high -dignity!

Angels, who are high in intellect, disembodied spirits, and wtip
excel in wisdom and in power, are servants in thine Emmanuel's
Kingdom, to minister unto thee, and to all thy brethren in Jesus',
wh6 are heirs of salvation. Oh ! couldst thou see how they
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thou- ^ttt^kttowiho'w .eternally safe: thott

.which come ;

against .thee ; then, like the

thou wouldst frequently see, by the eye of^faithV

mountain -around thee full of horses and chariotsrdf

(3, Kings vi. 17.) And who shall say to what extent their rhinisr?

tt^4sJexercised?. If a single angel destroyed seventy thousandi

irjjlJM jipst of Israel, at the command of God, and a hundred diid;

fourscore and five thousand of the Assyrians, which,came forth

against Israel, what may not a child of God hope for, who is
; ari>

heir of salvation from the perpetual ministry of,.these ministeririg*

spirits 1, (2 Sam. xxiv. 15 ; 2 Kings xix. 35.) O thou dear Lord,'

cause thine holy angels thus, -by night and day, to take their

sjand, and watch over my defenceless hours! And, yet more,
than this, my adored Redeemer-! come thou, and bless me with,

the unceasing visits of thy love, and say to me, as to thy Church'

oqld : "Fear thou not, for I am with thee : be not dismayed,'
fgjf -I- am J;hy God : I will strengthen thee, yea, I will uphpld;,
tjiee with the right hand of my righteousness." (Isaiah_xll* 10.);

Who being in the form of God, thought it not robbery
to be equal with God

; but made himself of no reputa-
tidii. -Philippians ii. 6, 7.

'"

fMysoul! after all thy meditations upon the person of thy
Lord, how very far short hast thou come in thy thoughts of the

unequalled humility of the Son of God ! Let thy present even-

ing's contemplation be on this subject. But where, and atwhat'

pajt, shall 1 enter upon it. Who shall speak, or what heart con-;

ceive the wonders contained in it ! Blessed Spirit of all truth,!

d6 thou glorify the Lord Jesus to my evening meditation^ in this,

interesting view of his person. -He that, before all worlds, lay-

in/the bosom of the Father, and was attended by the services of

legions of angels, condescended to be made not only flesh, but in
the likeness of sinful flesh ; to be born in a stable, and to sleep

N

in a manger; to advance in human intellect, and grow in wis^
dom and in stature; to labour for bread, and to gain that bread?

byvihe sweat of the brow ; and, having spent an. eternity in glory:
with the Father, to spend thirty years in poverty and, want
among men ! Go on, my soul* in the meditation. Follow Jesus
till thou hast beheld him, not only having nowhere to lay. his,

he,ad, but becoming the scorn and sport of the multitude ;,ancL
Mewho had been, and still was, and ever will be, the delight and?

glory; of the Father, branded by men, even by many of them he,

came to save, as a blasphemer, and one that had a devil ! -'Sit

down, and Bonder over these wonderful things; and ; then askj
what can raise affections in the soul, if such views of Jesus do
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Scm'slove in.coming ? Then askthyselfwhat ihdig4ities'b^
ttiou*not to submit to amoijg men, if. called upon-to su'cl

ercise, while contemplating the unequalled humility of

,0eemer? Dearest Lord Jesus! I blush in the moment of recoj-

lection, while beholding thy real glory thus veiled .under^the
cloud of humiliation, to think how often for trifles, yea, lessj&an

trifles, the false pride of my poor fallen nature hath felt hurVat
some fancied inattention from men. Oh! for the same mind
to be in me " which was in Christ Jesus !" He made.himself
of no reputation !

"
''*,.'

x ,

-

_ -.

'

t \-

But were mingled among the Heathen, 'and learned

their works. Psalm cvi. 35. , . '/'

1

Pause, my soul, over this view of God's people of old. There
is a^natural, disposition in the heart to do and to live as'otHers,
in order to pass through life with as little reproach as possible';'

and, in the first face of things, what is called an nnocfiC(^on-,

formity to the world, seems to be commendable and praiseworthy.
But, alas ! it is impossible to mingle with the carnal, and not

learn their works; and it is always dangerous to get on the con-

fines of the enemy. In that blessed prayer taught us by ,bur

Lord, we_pray "not-to baled into temptation ;" and surely^thjs

implies, that we do not desire to lead ourselves into temptation.
But this every child of God doth, that mingles, unnecessarily
with the world, or with the men of the world. Thep*ecep^i
ppsitive to this purpose: "Come out from among them, an&be
ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing.!'
And the blessing is as positive of the gracious eifects that

v
^

shall

follow :
"And I will receive you, and be a father unto you; kjid

ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord
Almig]it|,"

(2 Cor. vi. 17, 18.)/ My soul! do thou make a memorandum
of this, for thou art too apt to forget it. How often hast tljaij

been found hi places, and with persons, where the voice might
have been heard speaking to thee, as unto the prophet',

"Wnat
dost thou here, Elijah ]-"- And often hast thou returned wouhcfc
ed from such society, where, to speak ofhim "whom thou lovest;"
forms no part in the conversation ; but where the frivolous and

unprofitable discourse too plainly testifies that " neither is God
m/all their thoughts." Precious Jesus! keep me, 1 beseech

thee, from the heathen of every description and character, arid

suffer me not "to mingle with them, nor learn their worksi ;"
but let my whole heart be fixed on thee, considering how "

tfiqu
didst endure such a contradiction of sinners against thyself,
that I may be never weary nor faint in mind."
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&
^tfod they snail sty unto the elders of His city,

0Wr^8n is stubborn and iebellious, he will not 6beyoui:

foice; he is a glutton, and a drunkard i. And all the

tofeh of his city shall stone him with stones, that he die;

Deuteronomy xxi. 20, 21;

My soul ! pause over this Jewish precept. What a thundering
command -must it have been to flesh and hlood! Think how
agonizing to the feelings of tender parents, to have come forth as
the accusers of rebellious children, and gluttons,

and drunkards !

"What comfort could such have concerning them in their welfare
of the life that now is, and what hope for that which is to come?

But, as if these distressing feelings were not enough, it is they,
the very parents, which are here commanded to bring

1 forward
the charge to the elders against their own bowels, and they are

to be the means of bringing them to death. But, painful as it

must'.have been to flesh, and blood, such were the triumphs of

grace, that, by virtue of it,
" all Israel was to hear and to fear;"

and if God was honoured, and the evil of rebellion put away, the
close was glorious. Better to follow a child to the grave, than
to follow that child to hell. Better to root out a noxious weed
from Christ's garden, the Church, than that it should live, and

bring forth and spread its deadly fruit. And is there not a
sweet spiritual lesson in all this 1 Look at it, my soul, and see.

Hast thou a stubborn and rebellious lust warring against the law
of thy mind, and bringing thee into captivity to the law of sin,
whicn is in thy members ? and dost thou groan, as Paul groaned,
under it

1

? Is it like a child in thine affection, that to destroy it

is like plucking out an eye, or cutting off an arm t Do by it as
the1 Lord commanded the poor oppressed father with his son.

Bring it, be it what it may, not before the elders of thy people
indeed, but before the Lord of heaven and earth; bring it to

Jesus, and tell him of thy burden, and show to him thy sorrow.
I venture to believe, that he will give grace to crush it, and

strength, like so many stones of the people, to beat it down in
thine heart, and it will be to his glory, and to thy joy. Oh ! the

blessedness of bringing all to Jesus ! He can, he will subdue the

Stubborn heart, break the power of the rebellious heart, restrain

the propensity of the gluttonous or sottish heart, and give suited

help to the several necessities of his people, so as to make the

soul cry out, under the blessed strength imparted to our weak-
fiess, "I can do all things through Christ, who strengthened
me." Help me, then, dear Lord! and help all thy children j

under their several infirmities, by thy Spirit,
" to mortify the

deeds of the body, that we may live."

The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in

thy heart : that is the wofd of faith which we preach,
21
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nptl Think what must have been the "Father's love in giving
liis dear Son to such a purpose? and what must have befen the

Son's love in coming] Then ask thyselfwhat indignities oughtest
thou not to submit to among men, if called upon to such an ex-

ercise, while contemplating the unequalled humility of thy Re-
deemer

1

? Dearest Lord Jesus! I blush in the moment of recol-

lection, while beholding thy real glory thus veiled under the

cloud of humiliation, to think how often for trifles, yea, less than

trifles, the false pride of my poor fallen nature hath felt hurt at

some fancied inattention from men. Oh ! for the same mind
to be in me " which was in Christ Jesus !" He made himself
of no reputation !

"
.

>

But were mingled among the heathen, 'and learned

their works. Psalm cvi. 35.

Pause, my soul, over this view of God's people of old. There
is a natural disposition in the heart to do and to live as others,

in order to pass through life with as little reproach as possible;
and, in the first face of things, what is called an innocent con-,

formity to the world, seems to be commendable and praiseworthy.
But, alas! it is impossible to mingle with the carnal, and not

learn their works ; and it is always dangerous to get on the con-

fines of the enemy. In that blessed prayer taught us by our

Lord, we pray "not to be led into temptation;" and surely. this

implies, that we do not desire to lead ourselves into temptation.
But this every child of God doth, that mingles unnecessarily
with the world, or with the men of the world. The precept is

positive to this purpose :
" Come out from among them, and be

ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing."
And the blessing is as positive of the gracious effects that shall

follow :
" And I will receive you, and be a father unto you, and

ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty."
(2 Cor. vi. 17, 18.) My soul ! do thou make a memorandum
of this, for thou art too apt to forget it. How often hast thou
been found in places, and with persons, where the voice might
have been heard speaking to thee, as unto the prophet,

" What
dost thou here, Elijah ?" And often hast thou returned wound-
ed from such society, where, to speak ofhim " whorn thou lovest,"
forms no part in the conversation; but where the frivolous and

unprofitable discourse too plainly testifies that " neither is God
in all their thoughts." Precious Jesus ! keep me, 1 beseech

thee, from the heathen of every description and character, and
suffer me not "to mingle with them, nor learn their works;"
but let my whole heart be fixed on thee, considering how "thou
didst endure such a contradiction of sinners against thyself,
that I may be never weary nor faint in mind."
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And they shall say unto the elders of his city, This

our son is stubborn and rebellious, he will not 6bey our

Voice; he is a glutton, and a drunkard. And all the

then of his city shall stone him with stones, that he die.

Deuteronomy xxi. 20, 21.

My soul ! pause over this Jewish precept. What a thundering
command must it have been to flesh and blood ! Think how
agonizing to the feelings of tender parents, to have come forth as
the accusers of rebellious children, and gluttons, and drunkards !

What comfort could such have concerning them in their welfare

of the life that now is, and what hope for that which is to come]

But, as if these distressing feelings were not enough, it is they,
the very parents, which are here commanded to bring forward
the charge to the elders against their own bowels, and they are

to be the means of bringing them to death. But, painful as it

must have been to flesh and blood, such were the triumphs of

grace, that, by virtue of it, "all Israel was to hear and to fear;"
and if God was honoured, and the evil of rebellion put away, the
close was glorious. Better to follow a child to the grave, than
to follow that child to hell. Better to root out a noxious weed
from Christ's garden, the Church, than that it should live, and

bring forth and spread its deadly fruit. And is there not a
sweet spiritual lesson in all this "? Look at it, my soul, and see.

Hast thou a stubborn and rebellious lust warring against the law
of thy mind, and bringing thee into captivity to the law of sin,

which is in thy members 1 and dost thou groan, as Paul groaned,
under it ? Is it like a child in thine affection, that to destroy it

is like plucking out an eye, or cutting off an arm 1 Do by it as
the Lord commanded the poor oppressed father with his son.

Bring it, be it what it may, not before the elders of thy people
indeed, but before the Lord of heaven and earth ; bring it to

Jesus, and tell him of thy burden, and show to him thy sorrow.
I venture to believe, that he will give grace to crush it, and

strength, like so many stones of the people, to beat it down in

thine heart, and it will be to his glory, and to thy joy. Oh ! the

blessedness of bringing all to Jesus ! He can, he will subdue the

stubborn heart, break the power of the rebellious heart, restrain

the propensity of the gluttonous or sottish heart, and give suited

help to the several necessities of his people, so as to make the

soul cry out, under the blessed strength imparted to our weak-

ness, "I can do all things through Christ, who strengthened
me." Help me, then, dear Lord ! and help all thy children,
under their several infirmities, by thy Spirit,

" to mortify the

deeds of the body, that we may live."

The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in

thy heart : that is the word of faith which we preach,
21
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4hat ifthou shalt confess with thy,mouth the LottKIesus,
, . . ,

- - v ' '
"

' ^"^ r;
' '

Slid shalt believe in thine heart ihat God hath Tailed

Jiiin from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For witfrtlfe

heart, man believeth unto righteousness ;
and with $ie

mouth, confession is made unto salvatipn. ;

Romans x. 8 -10.

My soul ! behold the tenderness of God the Holy Ghost to his

people, in order to prevent the possibility of error, in their know-

ledge and enjoyment of Christ. It is not difficult to attain a
clear appprehension, whether a son! be in grace or not; for here
the point is most plainly set forth : "The word is nigh thee."

What word ? The word of faith. Christ in the word, Christ
in the promise, Christ himself the salvation of the sinner. And
when a poor sinner hath been led to see who Christ is, and what
he hath wrought, what he hath done for sinners, and what he is

to them, the infinite glories of his person, the infinite, coinplet6-
liess of his work, and the infinite suitableness of Jesus, in every
possible way that a poor sinner can need, by way ofjustification
before God, and acceptance with God, then these blessed truths

are so sweetly brought home to the heart and conscience of the

enlightened sinner, by God the Holy Ghost, that he rests upon
Christ as one perfectly satisfied with Christ, and neither seeks
nor desires any other. So that by the lively actings

of faith, the
soul beholds Christ in the word, and in the promise, arid takes

him with both into his very soul, until " Christ is" fully
" formed

there the hope of glory." Hence both the outward confession
of the mouth, and the mward enjoyment of the heart have a
''beautiful correspondence : the one speaks what the other feels ;

"for out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh."
My soul ! is hot this thy faith ? And if so, what can dispossess
thee of it? What shall stop thy joy or confidence in Jesus a

single hour 1 If Jesus, the uncreated word, the promised word,
the sum and substance of all the written word, be nigh thee, yea,
in thy mouth and in thine heart, not only thine understanding
knows Jesus, but thine heart lives upon Jesus ; surely salvation
is secure; yea, heaven itself is begun in the soul : for " this is

life eternal, to know the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom
he hath sent !"

Iniquities prevail against me: as for our transgres-

sions, 'thou shalt purge them away. Psalm Ixv. 3.

My soul! ponder over this important verse ; it is but short,

but it is full of precious things. Blessed the soul that can f

from his heart, make use of what is here said as his own experi-
ence ! He hath learned much of Christ that can dd so. In a

time when a sense of sin abounds, when comforts run low, and
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rebellion of indwelling corruption riseth high ; when the

Qpmeth in like a flood, and no answers return from the
'

ry ; yea, when the very spirit of prayer fails, arid the

heaven that is over the head is as brass, and the earth that is

tinder the feet is as ironrthen to rest simply upon Christ, arid

to say,
**
Iniquities prevail against me;" I feel the dreadful con-

sequences of a fallen state : but all those transgressions Jesus

will '"
purge them away ;" though the Canaanites are yet in the

Izirid, my almighty Joshua will, by little and little, drive them out

jbe'fpr'e me, until they are utterly destroyed : to say these things,
^and to know them, and, by a firm reliance on Jesus, to depend
upon the accomplishment of them, is faith in lively exercise in-

deed ! This is to rest on God the Father's covenant engagement,
arid Jesus's person and righteousness only; and at a time when,
of all others, perhaps faith is hard put to it to call Christ our
own. Oh ! the blessedness of this state of the soul, when a
sense of prevailing iniquities, instead of damping

the actings of

faith, becorhes a stimulus to lead to Jesus, ana to call in. his

-powerful hand to restrairj, when a man is driven out of himself,
to lay hold on the blessed Jesus ! My soul ! hastthou thus far

advanced in the school of grace
1

? Happy, happy indeed, if a

'.'daily sense of thy nothingness tends more and more to endear
the Lord's all-sufficiency ! And blessed will be the final issue

of that divine teaching which brings thee at last most low and
.humble at the feet of Jesus, content to be nothing, yea, worse
than nothing, that Jesus may have all the glory, who is alone

worthy of it, in the salvation of his people.

Sing, ye heavens, for the Lord hath done it
; shout,

ye lower parts of the earth
;
break forth into singing, ye

mountains, forest, and every tree therein : for the Lord-..-.,.., - J * i/
-

hath redeemed Jacob, and glorified himself in Israel.

Isaiah xliv. 23.
; Come, my soul, and join this universal hymn of praise, this

lovely evening. Surely, if the Lord, by his servant the prophet,
calls upon all nature, both the animate and inanimate parts of

creation, to join in the rnelody, well may " the redeemed of the

Lord say so !" The heavens shall sing the song of redemption ;

for angels rejoice over converted sinners. The earth shall join
the song ; for the curse pronounced on the ground is taken away
by redemption. Yea, the very trees of the desert, the most re-

mote from the peopled city, in beholding the felicity of God's
chosen* shall clap their hands also. And mark, my soul, what is

the running verse and chorus of this blessed song ! It is Jeho-
vah's glory; for " the Lord hath redeemed Jacob, arid glorified
himself in Israel." Precious and principal feature in redemption!
for what is God's work is God's glory. Think of this when thou
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art contemplating
the wonders and glories of redemptipri !

;
A4>

merelyw,^
en|, In creation, providence, and grace, become the

hd security, and comfort of thy mind, under all the

ppints tQ be accomplished in thy personal circumstances ap5
interest in it. The Lord hath glorified himself, and will glorify
liimself in his people. Israel is tjie people of hiis purpose, the

Children of promise, the children of adoption, the objects of Jus

choice of his everlasting love ; the seed of Christ, the purchase/
of his blood. " This people," saith Jehovah, *' have I forrnedfor

myself, they shall show forth my praise." Pause, my soul, and
ask thy heart, what can show forth God's praise in any wa/y

equal to all our conceptions of Jehovah's glory, more thaij fry $

way so gracious, so wonderful, and so passing all understanding,
as that oftaking them from nothing, yea, from worse than nothing,
and constituting them a church, a people in Christ, his dear Son,
to be the everlasting monument of his glory and praise, in th

realms of eternity for ever 1 Well might the prophet exc}a,im,
and well mayest thou join the song;

"
Sing, O ye heavens; for

the Lord hath done it : shout ye lower parts of the earth : {)yak
forth into singing, ye mountains, 6 forest, and every tree therein :

for the Lord hath redeemed Jacob, and glorified himself iri Is-

rael."

Never man spake like this man. John vii. 46.

What a decided testimony were even the enemies of Christ

compelled, from their own consciences, to give to the Godhead
and power of the Lord Jesus Christ! Think then, my soul,
what an evidence thou wouldst bring, if called upon to tell what
Jesus hath said to thee ! From the first moment that Jesus re-

vealed himself in his word, and by his word, to thy heart, thou

cpuiflst truly say, as the Jewish 'officers did,
" Never man spake

like this, man." Never any spake like this God-man this Glory-
man, thy Redeemer. All his words were, and are, divine words ;

powerful, persuasive, tender, gracious words, and full of salva-

tion. Say how very blessed all that Jesus spake of salvation

was to thy heart, when he made it personal and spake it all

to thee. When he said, I am thy salvation. I have pardon, I

have peace, I have righteousness, I have grace here, and glory
hereafter; and all I have is for thee. So that when reading the

word, or hearing the word, and the question arose in thy heart,
To whom speaketh my Lord thus ? oh, how unspeakably pre-
cious did the word become, when Jesus said by his servant,
"To you is the word of this salvation sent." Precious Lord
Jesus ! how shall I express my soul's sense of thy love and

grace, thy mercy and favour! Since thou first manifested thyv
fielf to my heart, I am no longer my own. Thou hast taken
all my affections with thee to heaven, and caused them to centre
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evsry thing in ihyselfV Arid -now. Lord j I still daily -, yea some**

times hourly, when I hear thy voice, am constrained ty> cry out

"Never man spake like this man !" How sweet and suitable are

tliy words to my weary soul ; thou hast indeed "the tongue of-

the learned, and knowest how to speak in season to souls," like

mine, " that are weary." (Isaiah i. 4.)
'

How truly blessed and
seasonable is thy well-known voice to my soul, when a sense of

my .nothingness makes thy fulness yet more precious. Oh!
when I hear thee say,

" My grace is sufficient for thee, for my
strength is made perfect in weakness," surely, Lord, I feel a

power that makes all my enemies seem as nothing. Like thy
servant, I then truly "glory in my infirmities, that thy power
mayrest upon thee." Be thou, then, dearest Lord Jesus, all I

need, and let me hear thy voice, and see thy countenance ; for,

both in life and in death, in time and to all eternity, the voice of

my Lord Jesus will be my everlasting comfort, for none speak-
eth like thee !

While he yet spake, behold a bright cloud ovef-sha-

dowed them. Matthew xvii. 5.

My soul I see here, how it fared with the disciples in the

mount ! In the moment of those blessed manifestations which
Jesus was making to them, and when, to heighten their felicity,
several of the inhabitants of glory came, and spake to Jesus in

the view of his disciples, yet so sudden was the change, that

even while Jesus spake, a cloud intervened and obscured all.

Somewhat of the same change thou hast thyself known. How
often hast thou been made' like the chariots of Amminadibi by
the overpowering grace that Jesus hath shown thee! And how
often have those blessed moments been followed by a dark and'

long night ! And what ought to be thy improvement of these

dispensations 1 Look still to Jesus under all. Whatever changes
are induced, never forget that his person is the same, and his

love the same. Mark this down. Next look up to Jesus, and
tell him, that as his visits are so sweet, so gracious and blessed,
entreat the dear Lord, to be often coming, often blessing thee-

with his love, and 'making his abode with thee. And see that

thou art improving every occasion, and making the most of

those hallowed seasons ; for they are most blessed and precious ;

while thy Lord is with thee, and feasting thee with his love, and

showing thee his secret: mark the J5eMe/-places, made sacred by
his presence, and the JBe<Ae/-communications, made pleasant in-

coming from him. And do not forget to interest Jesus for Ziori.

Tell him that Zign is his own, and thou knowest that he loves
her. Then, on the ground of this love, tell him how she Ian*

gruisheth, in the present awful day of much profession, with but

little vital godliness. And while "the King is held" by thee'
** in the galleries" of his grace, bring in the arms of thy faith all

21*
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.
a, blessing fpr ; thy ehUdTen, $ th

y family, th? Ghurcji at large, the natioii >, ajgc} 4% aft

j$4^Mf wrestle, plead, hold faa& and ta.k<3 no refusal,

'ifoj:dl
?
thou comest tp bles^, and a felessing J must

will I let
L
thee go,: except thoij bless IRQ."

Moses returned unto the Lord, and said,

wherefore
hast thpu so evil intreated this people ,

? w
is it th^t thou hast sent me ? For since I came to I?ha-<

raoh to speak in thy name, he hath done evil to this

people ; neither hast thou delivered thy people at all.

Exodus v. 33, 23.

My soul, ponder ever this scripture, and the history connected
with it, and behold what a blessed volume of instruction it af-

fords. The Lord sent Moses to deliver his people out of Egypt.
He had heard their groanings, and graciously promised to redress

them. The people believed the Lord, and bowed their heads, in

token of their view of his love, and their own happiness, which
was now to follow. But behold, the oppression.under which

they had groaned, instead of lessening, began
to increase. In

this state they grow desperate, and charge God foolishly. Yea,
Moses himself, who had talked with God at the bush, and seen
the miracles in confirmation of his commission there shown^ be-

comes tainted with the same spirit of unbelief, and returned to

expostulate with Jehovah on the occasion. Pause over this view
of the human heart, even in God's own people. The sequel of

Israel's history showeth that the Lord was pursuing one inva-

riable plan for the deliverance of his people, as he had promised ;

and that there was no alteration in him. He was only laying his

glorious scheme the deeper by seeming opposition, to make his

people's emancipation more blessed, and his love of them more

striking. But yet, while things appear thus dark and unpromis-
ing, Israel forgot all that the Lord had promised. And how is it,

my soul, with thyself? When the promises" of God seem to

clash with his providences, and according to thy narrow views,
seem impossible' to be brought into agreement with eaclTotlier,
how dost thou act? Art thou not like Israel much disposed to

reasdn with flesh and blood 1 When the enemies of thy soul tri-

umph, and carry things, as Pharaoh did, in this instance with

Israel, with a high hand, saying, "Aha I so would we have it;"

when unbelief creeps in; a lust, which thou hadst hoped, was
subdued, breaks out afresh like some peccant humour of the

b.ody ; when no answers are heard to thy prayers ; and though
tHou. art falling under some renewed temptation, yet there apr

peaV^ no hand of Jesus stretched forth to bring thee
; off, and raise

tljee lisp,; say^ my soul ! under such darfc providences how dost

tbou conduct thyself towards the Lord ? Oh ! for grace to trace
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Jesti.s^Aore especially in trying seasons than even in prosperous
mjonierits ;

and to hear his voice in the whirlwind and the storm !

It'ls blessed to wait; blessed to depend upon Jesus ; blessed ^to

believe in his promise, when all the ways to the fulfilment of
that promise seem to be wholly shut. This is the crowning
grace of faith, "against hope to believe in hope:" and, amidst

thte most desperate circumstances, to cleave to Jesus as a sure

friend, when, in his providences, he appears coming forth as a de-

termined enemy, and to say, with the same well-grounded con-

fidence as Job, "Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him."

A good man shall be satisfied from himself.

Proverbs xiv. 14.

My soul ! what is the scripture, and what is the design of the

Holy Ghost in it! Art thou satisfied in thyself? Alas ! every
day makes me more and more dissatisfied with myself.

-How
can I, indeed, be satisfied, who carry about with me such a body
of sin and death, which is everlastingly fighting with, and oppos-
ing, my better part? What satisfaction, then, is it that is here
meant ? Scripture is best explainedby scripture ; hence the satis-

faction that a believing soul finds from himself, is not from his

own attainments, nor nis own righteousness, but from the wit-

ness of the Holy Ghost, that he is born of God, and brought out
of nature's darkness into God's marvellous light. The apostle
John fiath given, in a single verse, a full illustration of what the

wise man here saith, of a good man (that is achild of God) being
satisfied with himself: " He that believeth on the Son of God,"
saith the apostle John,

" hath the witness in himself." (1 John v.

10.) Here is the grand source of all his satisfaction. The holy
Ghost witnesseth to the soul of the believer, that he is new born ;

that he is passed from death to life ; that Jesus is precious, and
his salvation very dear to them. The heart of such an one is

brought to know' and feel his own wants by reason of sin, a,nd

the infinite suitableness of Jesus to answer all those wants, and
to.be to him all he stands in need of. The poor creature, thus

taught of God, is satisfied with the blessed discovery
he hath

made of Jesus, and his salvation ; and rests wholly in it, as one

perfectly satisfied, and desires no other ; yea, renounceth every
other. Hence he is satisfied from himself, and his own feelings,
-and not from what others have taught him, that Jesus is all he-

needs. My soul ! hast thou arrived to this blessedness ? If so,

praise, that distinguishing grace, by which, in the midst of self-

loathing on account of 4hy sin, thou hast a self-satisfaction on

acpqunt of having found Jesus and his righteousness. Let Jesus
have all the praise, and do thou live as one eternal,!^ satisfied

with his person-and righteousness. '_';,."
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'- Arid it came to pass as they were 3

eating of the.

tage, that they cried out and said^ 6 thou ma
God, there is4eath in the pot. 2 Kings iv. 40.

It was at a time of great famine, that the prophet Elisha mi-
nistered among the sons of the prophet at Gilgalf no wonder/
therefore, that their diet was reduced to a dinner of herbs. Dur-;

ing the season of persecution in pur kingdom, somewhat more
than a century and, a half since, thereXvas a spiritualfamine,, not

of bread or ofwater, but of hearing the word of the^ord ; and so"

precious was the word of the Lord in those days, that our good
old fathers used to remark,

" bread and water, with the gospelV
was choice fare." We find, in the household ofElisha, that wild

gourds, by the ignorance of him that gathered the herbs, Were
served up in the pottage of the people, which, as soon as they
were discovered, occasioned the cry to the prophet, "0 thou man
of God, there is death in the pot." And is there not death in the

pot when any matters of a poisonous quality are mingled and
served up to God's people with the word of his grace ? Surely,
the springs of all spiritual food and life are in Jesus, his blood,
his righteousness, his finished salvation, the graces of his Holy
Spirit* and the rest and dependence upon God the Father's cove-

nant, love, and mercy in him ; these are the only food of the

soul, by which it can be nourished. To drop these rich and sa-

voury truths, whereby the soul is kept alive to God, and brought,

nigh to God in Christ; or, what is the same thing, to mingle,
like the wild gourds of the field, the righteousness of the creature,
as made partly the means of salvation, with this only wholesome
food ofthe soul; may surely cause the believing soul to cry out,
" Q thou man of God, there is death in the pot!

"
I charge it

upon thee, my soul, this evening, in the view of this scripture^

concerning the sons of the prophets, that thou take heed to re-

ceive not mingled things for the good old fare of the gospel.
The smallest introduction to error is as one thatletteth out water.

Where the person of Jesus, his work and glory, are neglected to

be set forth, there will be death in the pot, whatever else be sub-

stituted in the place. A real believer cannot live in his soul's

health a day, no more than a labouring man in his body, where
the food suited to each is not given. And it surely were a pity,

whe,Ji there is such an infinite fulness in Christ, to substitute any.

thing for him. See to it then, my soul, that all thy food be

Jesus, and let " all thy fresh springs be in him." Remember the

promise, for in the saddest times of dearth, if Jesus be looked to^

it never can faiL "They shall ]?e abundantly satisfied with the 1

fatness of thy house, and thou shalt make them drink ofthe riyier

of thy pleasures : for with thee is the fountain of life;"

xxxvi.8, 9.) .
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And there appeared a great wonder in neayen, a

clpthei with the sun, arid the moon ^nder her

upon her head a crown of twelve stars^
--

Revelation xii. 1.

My soul ! as the beloved apostle was invited to see those pre-r

cipus visions, which the Lord favoured him with, for the Church's

good, so do thou, this evening, attend his ministry, and gather,
under diyine teaching, instruction from this great wonder which
John saw. Surely the woman, here spoken of, means the Church,
the Lamb's wife, clothed in her husband's righteousness; .and

the moon, like that planet which ministers to our world, under her

feet.;'-' and the crown, with which her head was adorned, sets

forth how the Church is made glorious by the ministry of the
twelve apostles in the gospel of salvation : for what can be more
suitable for the Church to be crowned with, than the blessed
truths contained in their writings I Now, my soul, as every re-

presentation of the Church not only sets forth the whole body at

large, but every individual member of that body, ask thyself,
hath this wonder been wrought on thee, which John saw 1 Art
thou clothed with the sun, even with Jesus the sun of righteous-
ness, in his garment of salvation "? Hast thou mounted up, not

in airy speculations, not in any fancied attainments of thine own,
but in heavenly-mindedness after Jesus, and devout communion
with him ; so that the earth, and all its perishing beauties, are

got under thy feet? Hast thou such views of the blessedness
and preciousness of the word of God, the gospel ofthy salvation,
that it is dearer to thee than gold, yea, than all the crowns of the

earth ? Pause while these inquiries pass over thy mind ; and

surely, if the Lord, by the sovereignty of his grace, hath wrought
such blessed effects upon thee, a great wonder is indeed wrought
irr earth, like that which John saw in heaven, and well mayest
thou stand amazed at the greatness and the distinguishing na-

ture of salvation. " Lord, what am I ; and what is my Father's

house]"

For which of you intending to build a tower, sitteth

not down first, and counteth the cost? Luke xiv. 28.

Ponder, my soul, over this very striking similitude of thy
Lord's, respecting the divine life. The figure of a builder is most

aptly chosen; for the Christian builder is building for eternity.
And the figure of a warrior, which our Lord also joins to it, is

no less so, for the battle is for life, and that life is eternal. Hast
thou counted the cost 1 Hast thou entered upon the work 1 Is

the foundation stone, which God laid in Zion, the rock on which
thou art building % Pause and examine. Be the cosjt what it

may ; the loss otearthly friends ; the parting with every worldly
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pursuit ; vthe scorn, contempt^ and'derision of all mankind ;^
the^oss of life itself ; if these come in the way of competition*
art thou ready to give them all up

1

* When thou hast answered
these inquiries, go on, and see that thy foundation be really fixed

dn^Ghrist. If so, it must have been previously sought for, by dig-

ging deep irito the natural state in which tnou wast born. Jesus

must have been first discovered, as most essentially necessary^
and most essentially precious, before the spiritual building ofthe
soul was made to rest upon him. And, when found, unless the

whole of the building rest entirely upon him, it will, as a column
out of its centre, still totter. Oh! it is blessed to make

phrist
the all in all of the spiritual temple; blessed to make him the

first in point of order ; blessed to make him the first in point of,

strength, to support and bear the weight of the whole building;
blessed to make him the grand cement, to unite and keep .to-

gether, in one harmonious proportion and regularity, every part
of the building ; and blessed to bring forth the top stone of the

building, by his strength and glory, crying "Grace, grace unto
it." Precious Jesus ! may it be found that I have so sat down^
counted the cost, and formed my whole plan, in thy strength,
and to thy praise; that whatever oppositions, like the Tobiaks

and Sanballats of old, I may meet with in the work, I may feel

the sweetness and encouragement of that blessed scripture, and
exult with the prophet :

" Who art thou, O great mountain ?

Before Zerubbabel thou shalt become a plain !" (Zech. iv. 7.)

And God said, Ask what I shall give thee.

1 Kings 111. 5.

My honoured Lord ! may I not, with all humbleness of soul,

apply what was here said to Solomon, in the Old Testament dis-

pensation, as said to all thy redeemed under the New Testament

grace ? Didst thou not say, Lord !
" Whatsoever ye shall ask

the Father in my name, he will give it you. Hitherto ye have
asked nothing in my name ; ask and ye shall receive, that your
joy may be fullV (John xvi. 23, 24.) I feel encouraged bythis

'saying of my Lord ; and I am come up, this evening, to rny Lord,
to get large supplies of grace, mercy, pardon, peace ; yea, Christ

himself, with all his gifts, with all his fulness, and all his bless-

ings. And sure I am, ifmy Lord wiil give me as large a hand to

receive, as my Lord's hand is to give, I shall have a blessed time
of it this evening. My soul, look to it, that thou take with thee
all thy wants ; yea, come as empty as the poorest beggar that

ever appeared in the poverty and wretchedness of a fallen nature ;

for, he that gives,
"
gives liberally, and upbraideth not*" Anid

knowest thou what thy wants are, and what the wants of Christ's
Church upon earth are, and thine household* thy family, thy
children, thy friends ? Let them tell thee, if thou dost notknow ;
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for say, unto them, Jesus is upon the throne, .and delighting to

give:out of his inexhaustible fulness ; and there is an assurance

of'blessings, if asked in faith. Tell them that tnou wilt faithfully

lay -their cases before him : yea, bring them with thee, and let.

a,ll unite in prayer and supplication together, that every want

may be supplied, and every poor sinner's heart made glad ! Oh!
what encouragement it is to consider, that every thing in Christ

is for his people^, and that he waits to be gracious, and delights
in imparting blessings. The Father's gift of Christ is to this ex-

press purpose ; for he so loved the world as to give his only her

gotten Son ; and therefore, with him,
" he will freely give all

things." And Jesus, who gave himself/or his people, will surely

give every thing that can be needed to his people. And it is the

glory, grace, and love of the Holy Ghost, to give to the people
views and enjoyments of both the Father's love and the Son's

grace., Hear, then, my soul, the voice from the mercy seat, this

evening,
" Ask what I shall give thee I" And see that tfiy peti-

tion, and the blessings thou prayest for, be great and large,
suited to the glory of the great giver, and the largeness and ten-

derjness of the Lord's heart. And do mark this down, as an en-

couragement to take with thee, of the assurance of thy success.

If he that bids thee ask, gives thee faith at the same time to be-

lieve ; and if, while the Lord is stretching forth the sceptre of

hi grace, he enables thee to stretch forth thy withered hand to

touch it; sure I am, that thou wilt not come empty away ; for

he hath said,
" All things that ye ask believing, ye shall receive."

And on the sabbath we went out of the city by a

river-side, where prayer was wont to be made.

Jlds xvi. 13.

What, had they no church, no synagogue, no prayer-house, in

the city 7 Was it like another JMhens, wholly given to idolatry ?

My soul, think of thy privileges, and learn rightly to prize them,
and use them to the glory of the great giver. It was on the Sab'

bath. What a mercy to poor fallen man is the Sabbath! And
yet what multitudes slight, despise, and never profit by it ! My
soul ! think again, in this view also, of thy mercies ; and bow-

down to the dust in the deepest humiliation of soul and body,
that the Sabbath is precious to thee. " Who made thee to differ

from another
1

?" By-and-by thou wilt enter into the everlasting
Sabbath of heaven. There is somewhat very interesting in what
the apostle here saith of going out "by a river side." Probably
it was in the recollection of the Church, that in Babylon, where
the people were captives, the Lord made the river Cfte&flrfamous
for visions to one prophet, and Hiddelsdto another. But, blessed
be :Qod! though our land is so sinful, we are not given up to

captivity; and while many of the nations around have had their
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Cjhtiwihes turned into stablesyamid'st the din arid hprrbts of%ar,
pxtr Candlestick is not yet removed out; of its plaice. Precipits

Jesus ! wherever prayer is wont to be made by thy people, leti

my Soul delight to be found. Lefme hear thy voice invitirig'to

communipn :
" Gome with me from Lebanon, my spouse, with

fcie from Lebanon." Yea, Lord, I would follow the Lamb
whithersoever he goeth. .1 would follow thee to the assemblies
of thy people. I would Wait to see the goings ?of my God and

King in his sanctuary. 1 would have my whole soul athirst for

thee, as the hart for the cooling streams. And while I join -thy

people in the great congregation, where prayer is wont to be

made, I pray thy grace, and the influences of thy blessed Spirit,
to fire my soul with foretastes of that glorious assembly which
are keeping an eternal Sabbath above, where the everlasting

praises of God and the Lamb will engage and fill my raptured
soul with joy unspeakable and full of glory, to all eternity.

-And all king Solomon's drinking vessels were of gold,
and all the vessels of the house of the forest of Lebanon
were of pure gold, none were of silver; it was nothing
accounted of in the days of Solomon. 1 Kings x.

^

Behold, my soul! the splendour of Solomon, and figure to

thyself what a court and people his must have been, with whom
silver was as nothing; and then turn thy thoughts to Jesus, and
ask thyself, whether it be possible to suppose that he, withwhom
are hid "all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge," can be
otherwise than rich himself, and abundantly gracious to enrich

his people. Thy Solomon, thy Jesus, hath all things, and all-

things richly to dispense. He is the universal Lord and pro-

prietor of all. In him dwelleth all fulness ;
"
yea, durable riches

arid righteousness." And what endears Jesus, and marks the

superiority of his kingdom, is, that every thing in it is ev^r-

lasting. Solomon's splendour was^great; but it was.limited to

the period of his life; yea, less than life. But Jesus is ever-

lasting the riches and the blessings he hath, and which he gives,
are everlasting. Jesus maketh both gold and silver, yea, the

riches of grace and wisdom, as the stones of the street for abun-

dance ; arid their blessedness is, like him, eternal. So that here

we find an eternity of blessings. All beside is hollow, transi-

tory, fading. But with Jesus it is solid and substantial. "J
will cause them," he saith,

" that love me to inherit substance,
and I will fill their treasure." Precious Lord! may I never

contemplate earthly pageantry, without taking into the view thy

glory ; and while I behold human grandeur, however splendid,
or however shining, which is but for the day, may my soul
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iiasteri to t^e considieratidn cxf thy glory, which is~a portion for

redeemed to live upon to all eternity !
^ ;

b llien will I sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye
shall be clean: from all your filthiness, and from all

your idols, will I cleanse you. Ezek. xxxyi. 25.

Was 1 there ever a more precious scripture 1 And was there

.ever a poor sinner needed it more than thou, my soul I And
iiyhat a thousand beauties are contained in it! Who is the

.great promisor but the Lord Jehovah, the Father of mercies,
and the God of all consolation? And what is the clean water

'Jiere spoken of, but the blood of Christ) Christ, with all his

-redemption, all his fulness, all his suitableness, and his: all-

sufficiency. And what doth this sweet promise imply? Every
thing in one is folded up in it. It is all of God, all in himself,
and all to be wrought by himself. He provides the clean water;
he cleanseth the sinners; he sprinkles, he applies, he promiseth
the sure efficacy, for they

" shall be clean;" and he makes the

blessings most comprehensive, and full, and complete; for it

shall be a cleansing from all their filthiness, and from all their

idols. See, then, my soul, what a portion thou hast here found,
"in the word of God's grace, for thine evening's meditation!

Evening, did I say ; yea, for the meditation of thy whole life,

and to form the foundation of a song of praise to all eternity !

Here is every thing in it thou canst possibly need, to'encourage
thee to come for cleansing, under all thy pollutions, in thy daily
/walk through life. Here is God the Father fully engaged, and
as fully promising. Here is Jesus, in his blood of sprinkling,
as the Father's gift for cleansing in all his divine offices and

.suited mercy. And here is the purity wrought by the Holy

.Ghost, in his gracious application of the whole; and which he
doth most graciously and most fully testify, when he shows
thee thy need, and the suitableness of Jesus, and inclines thee

to believe the efficacy of this blood of Christ "to cleanse from
all sin." Now, my soul, muse over the blessedness and fulness
of this sweet scripture, and see how suited it is, in every point,
to thy wants, and to thy Lord's glory. And when thou hast

gathered from it, like the bee from the flower, all the; honey it

contains, take it home to thy inmost affections, as the bee doth

what he gathers to the hive, and live upon it for thy daily food.

The promise is absolute; for God saith, "I will do it." And
the certainty of its effect is as fixed: for God saith, "Ye shall

be clean." A.nd the extent of it is as sure: for God saith,

,
* From all your filthiness, and from all your idols, will I cleanse

you.?-' My soul ! ask the most daring heart of unbelief, what
shall arise to unsay what God hath said, or to counteract what
God hath promised ?

22
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'The word which ye hear is not mine, but the Ma-
tte's which sent me,--John xiv. 24; ^ is^M
My soul! hast thou ever fully and thoroughly considered thiatf

sweet and precious teaching of thy Lord, which, as mediator,
when upon earth, in all his discourses and conversations with
his disciples, he was perpetually showing them 1 I mean that
all he was, and all he, had, and all he dispensed, were the^

blessings and gifts of his Father, in him, to his people. If',
thou hast been meditating upon this most blessed point of t]ie

gospel ever so fully and closely, it will still afford new glories for

every renewed attention to it; and, therefore, sit down this de-

lightful summer's evening, and take another view of it. Jesus
comes to his people in his Father's name; and he saith, in thi's

charming scripture, that his very words are not his, but the Fa-
ther's : so much of the heart of the Father is in Christ, and jn
all of Christ, in all he saith, and all he hath done. So that wnat
is Jesus doing, in all his ministry upon earth, yea, in all his

sovereignty now in heaven, but showing to his redeemed the <

Father ; and the Father's love, and grace, and mercy towards his

people in him '? Did he not then come forth from the bosom of
the Father, full of grace and truth, as if to unfold to us what

passed in the heart of the Father, of love and mercy towards his

people, in the wonders of redemption ? And is not Jesus now,
in every renewed manifestation, teaching his redeemed the same?
If all that the Father hath are our Jesus's, and all the fulness

of the Godhead bodily dwelleth in him, surely we ought never
to receive any of his good and blessed gifts, without seeing the

Father's love in them. And would not this make every blessing

doubly sweet and increasingly precious ? If Jesus himself.Be
the gift of the Father, shall I not enjoy the Father in all that

Jesus bestows 1 And as I can have no immediate communion
with the Father but by him, will not the mercies gather a blessed-

ness, and a value, in coming to my poor soul, through Jesus?s

hands, as the bountiful dispenser of them! Yea, shall I not
find a savour, which otherwise could never have been known,
in receiving them in and from Jesus ; convinced, as I am, that

none cometn to the Father but by him ; and, Jjut for his opening
'

a new and living way by his blood, never should I have known
the Father's love, or the Redeemer's grace ? Dear Lord Jesus !

do thou give me, by thy blessed Spirit, ever to keep in re-

membrance these most precious things. So shall I truly enjoy
both thy person and thy gifts. And then I shall not, like the

apostle, pray for sight of the Father distinct from thee; for I

shall then be perfectly satisfied and convinced, that in seeing
thee I see the Father also; and, from henceforth, that I know
him and have seen him. "Thanks be unto God for his un-

speakable gift."
"'
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r tThus saith the Lord, the Holy One of Israel, and his

Maker, Ask me of things to come concerning my sons,

and concerning the work of my hands command ye mev
Isaiah xlv. 11.

Nothing
1 can give a higher proof of the love of God, than what

the scriptures reveal concerning him. He opened a way of ac-

cess to himself, when man by sin had lost the way; and in his
* dear Son he has made every provision for bringing us nigh by
his blood. The throne ofgrace he hath opened for their approach,
tHei assurance he hath given of accepting them in the beloved,
the very tender and kind expressions which issue from the throne,
and the answers which have been given to thousands, and are

continually given to thousands who come there yea, -the pro-
mises with which they are surrounded, that " before they call he
will answer, and while they are speaking he will hear ;" all these

are full "of endearments, to show forth the love of God in Jesus'

Purist to all his people. But still, if possible, beyond all these,

this,portion from the writings of the prophet is most wonderful,
and is confirmed by Jehovah's own saying,

" Ask me of things to
come concerning my sons, and concerning the work ofmy hands
command ye me." What! doth the Lord indeed allow himself
to be commanded 1 Hath he thrown, as it were, the reinsrof

government into the hands of his people; and, if the object of
their petition be for his glory and their welfare; may they com-
mand him ? My soul ! what an astonishing, what an unparal-
leled instance of condescension is this! But are there any in-

stances upon record of the kind? Yes! When Jacob wrestled
with God in prayer, he boldly told the Lord that he would not
let him go without a blessing and the blessing hie had. And
God himself, a thousand years after, noted it down by the pro-

f>het, that "by his strength, he had power with God." (Hos. xii.

3,]4.) When Joshua was pursuing the enemies of God, and of
his Qhrist, he bade the sun stand still and it did. (Joshua x.

1214.) When the Lord Jesus went with the disciples to Em-
fliaus, and they constrained him to abide, he was entreated of

them, and went in with them. (Luke xxiv. 29.) -And who shall

say, what instances of wonder, grace, and love, in a thousand
and ten thousand cases, both public and private, in the history
of the Church and the Lord's people, have been accomplished,
of the same kind, and are every day going on, in their experi-
ences ? My soul! look at Moses, stopping the Lord's hand,
-when coming forth to destroy Israel. (Exod. xxxii. 9 14.) Look
how EKas shut up, and again opened, the windows of heaven,
.^jy the prevalency of prayer; and read the apostle's comment
upon it. (1 Kings xvii. 1

; James v. 16 18.) And when thdu
hast duly pondered the wonderful subject, say, what is there thy
God and Father can or will deny thee, when thou comest to him
in the name, and blood, and intercession of his dear and ever bless-
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ed Son
1

? Read the inscription on his cross, in connection with
this;lblessed scripture of the prophet, and then say with' Jh6

apostle : ." He that spared not his own Son, but delivered Kim
up for us all, how shall he not with him freely give us all things.

1 *

(Rom. viii. 32.)

Return, return, Shulamite, return, return, that we
may look upon thee. What will ye see in the Shulamite ?

As it Were the company of two armies? Song vi. 13.

It is the Church that is here called upon to return, and most

likely by the daughters of Jerusalem. Some have thought the
Church is so called, as being of Salem or Shukm^ the shortened
word for Jeru-salem. And some have thought that Salem is the
same with Solomon, as the feminine of Solomon, the wife.
And others have supposed, that as Jerusalem means peace, the
Church is called so on account of her loveliness. And no doubt
in each sense, the Church may well be called so, being married
to Christ^ being of the ** Jerusalem that is above, which is the

mother of us all; and being beautiful, peaceful, and lovely ift

Jesus, as Jerusalem is the praise of the whole earth." (Psalm
xlviii. 2.) But Wherefore is the Shulamite called upon to return,
to be looked upon, and with such earnestness as to cause the re-

quest to be so often repeated ? The answer is very plain. Ifit

be the inquiry immediately on a soul's conversion, the change
from death to life, from sin to salvation, is so great, that every
one may be supposed anxious to behold. If it be the return of

the poor believer, after a state of backsliding, the blushing face

of a poor soul might also be well considered as a grateful sight
to all that love to behold the blessed fruits of the Holy Ghost.
And if it be in the after-stages of a life of grace, when a believer^
from long knowing Jesus, and long living upon him, is become
most beautiful and comely in his profession, no object upon earth

can be an equal object of delight, or more worthy universal at-

tention. So that in either sense, the earnest and repeated call

for her return, to be looked upon, may be well accounted fof.

And the Church's answer is equally engaging. What would

you see in me! As if she had said, In my best and highest at-

tainment, I am but a poor creature in myself. All my beauty is

derived from Jesus. I am indeed comely in him ; and he is my
glory, and the lifter-up of my head. But in myself I am no other

but as one contending with two armies. I feel corruption rising

continually against grace; and "when I would do good, evil is

present with me." My soul! is not this thy very state T Aft
thou not perpetually exercised in this struggle ! Precious Lord
Jesusl let this view of thy Church comfort me in "a conscious-

ness of a family likeness. And oh, Lord ! while I thus groan
under indwelling corruption give me to see that they ate but
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jemaihs. Jesus will at lengthy by little and little* drive these

Qanaanites out 6f the land. --.

Lord, what shall I say, when Israel turneth their

Ijacks before their enemies ? For the Canaanites, .and

all the inhabitants of the land shall hear of it, and shall

environ us round, and cut off our name from the earth ;

and what wilt thou do unto thy great name ?

Joshua vii. 8, 9.

:r My soul ! learn a most blessed lesson here, such as will be an
unanswerable argument for thee at all times, and upon all occa-

sions, to make use of at a mercy-seat, and among the strongest

pleas in prayer. Israel had sinned, and had fallen before the

enemy in consequence of it. Joshua confesseth that all that was
come upon Israel was just, and had that been all the event in-

cluded in Israel's destruction, it would have been no more than

.what was right. But God had promised to bring Israel into

Canaan; and therefore the honour of God was concerned that

this should be accomplished. Now, saith Joshua, if for our sins

thou sufferest us to fall before our enemies, what will thanations

of the earth say of it? How will the promise be fulfilled, and

thy .faithfulness and honour be secured 1 " O Lord, what shall I

say? What wilt thou do unto thy great name?" Pause, my
soul, and apply the sweet truth. God will magnify his name
above all his word. He saith himself,

" I wrought for my name's

sake, that the land should not be polluted before the heathen,
in whose sight they dwelt." And the Lord repeats it three times

to the same purpose, in one chapter. (Ezek. xx. 9, 14, 22.) Now,
my soul, under all thy straits and difficulties, do thou adopt
the plan of Joskuft, and be assured that this is the great argument
to ensure success. His name is engaged in and to Jesus, to give
him to see the travail of his soul, now he hath made his sou!an

offering for sin, and to be satisfied. Hence, therefore, the name of

Jehovah is pledged to this. " Once have I sworn," he saith,
"
by

my holiness, that I will not lie unto David." (Psalm Ixxxix. 35.)

Every believer in Christ should be for ever pleading this in the

blood and righteousness of Jesus. Dost thou want pardon ? Ask
it for his name's sake. Dost thou want grace ? Here again let

the Lord's name's sake be the plea. To interest the name of

the Lord in every petition, is the sure way to obtain it. To
plead duties, or ordinances, or, in short, any thing but Jesus,
and God the Father's covenant engagements to Jesus, is.to go
pff the ground. No reason, or shadow of a reason, can be found,
but God's own name, and this engaged in a way of redemption
by Jesus, wherefore the Lord should be merciful to pardon and
bless a poor sinner. Do not forget this, but for ever plead with

,
22*



the. Lord for his name's sake j aiid for

the event will surely be that Jehovan jmtist wprk> and^as^lid,
hath said himself, have pity for -his holy name, "that it be rVot

profaned among the heathen ;""and answer thy petition for grace.
And oh ! how blessed that scripture in which theXord sums up
and confirms the whole, on this one account/: ''Not for your
sakes do I this, saith the Lord God, be it known ^unto you I be;

ashamed and confounded for your own ways, O house of Israel.*'

(Ezek. xxxvi. 22, 23.) v

'V SEPTEMBER.
Say not ye, There are yet four months, and then

cometh harvest ? Behold, I say unto you. Lift up your

eyes, and look on the fields
;
for they are white already

to harvest. John iv. 35.

My soul! the month hath opened most graciously the season
of the year is very interesting all the reapers of the fruits of
the earth are now busy in the fields, to gather in the foocl ; that

perisheth : Oh ! let it never be said of thee, "The harvest is past,
the summer is ended, and thqu art not saved!" (Jerem. yiii.

20.) Pause, my soul, over the sweet words of Jesus, in the

evening and cool of the day, and consider their import. As in

nature there is a seed-time and harvest, so in grace. And we,are

told, that the Lord hath given
" the appointed weeks of harvest.''

At what season doth thou now stand 1 Surely, thou art advanced
to the time of ripening. How wilt thou discover this 1 Is there,

not a similarity here also between nature and grace? As the

ripened corn becomes more full and ponderous, and golden and

weighty, and, in proportion to ripeness, bends nearer to thjj

earth, so the child of God, the better he is prepared for the

garner of heaven, the more lie is filled with spiritual attainments ;

becoming lower in his own eyes, and Jesus increasingly precious
and exalted. And when the Lord gives the signal for his harr

vest-time, he cometh to the grave "like a shock of corn in full

season." Precious Lord of the harvest ! I beseech thee, carry
on thy work in my heart, and let thy kingdom there be as thou
hast described it, where the good seed is cast into the ground,
and,it springeth up and groweth, men know not how. Oh!

prepare me for the harvest, that when, at thy command, the

angel of death shall put in the sickle, I may be gathered to thy

garner in heaven ! Amen.

Come, my beloved, let us go forth into the field : let

us lodge iii the villages. Let us get up* early to iHe

viiieyardsj let us see if the vine flourish, SvHether the
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llr> and the porjaegranates

give thee my loves. -Song vii. : 11,
-

My soul 1 Wilt thou do as the Church here hath done, and in.

vite,Jesus to come with thee into retirement, to enjoy sweet fel-

lowship and communion, and to tell him how exceedingly thoij

Ibvest him, or desirest so to do? Jesus invites thee repeatedily
to this, and why shouldst not thou invite him ? .It is blessed to

catch the gracious words of thy Lord from his mouth, and to

say to him what he first saith to thee. (See Isaiah xxvi. 20 ;

Song ii. 10; Matt. xi. 28; Rev. xxii. 17.) And where wouldst
thou have thy Lord to go with thee! Surely thou wilt say to

the field of his own scriptures, and to the villages of his own
people, and to the vineyards of his own Church, that Jesus may
open to thee his own blessed word, and that thou mayest not

barely visit, with Jesus, his people, but lie down with him, and
he with thee, and arise early to visit the vineyards of his Church,
as the blessed place where his honour dwelleth. And What is

thy motive for this divine society with the Lord? Is it not to

take delight in Jesus, and in all that concerns him 1 His vine
is his- Church. (Isaiah v. 7.) And oh ! how refreshing is it to

theiB, to behold the Church of Jesus flourishing in the earth !

How truly blessed to behold the first dawnings of grace in young
believers, which are not unlike the appearance of the tender

frape;
and the more confirmed faith of old saints, which the

uddings of the strong fruit of the pomegranate shadow forth.

Is this thy motive, and dost thou really, truly, and heartily invite.

thy honoured Lord to this communion? And wilt thou there,

show him thy loves, and tell him how truly lovely and truly lov-

ing he is ;
" that his love is better than wine ;" and that thou de*

fcirest to love him, who hath first loved thee; and that thou long-
est to see more, and to know more of that love of Jesus, "which
passeth knowledge, that thou mayest be filled, with all the -fair

ness of God,?" If these be thy longings, and thou commum-
catest them to Jesus, he will be found ofthem that seekhim ; yea,
"before thou callest, he will answer, and while thou art speak-

ing, he will hear." And, precious, blessed husband of thy
Church and people! may I not consider this invitation as given
also by thee to thy Church and to thy people, yea, to my poor
soul ? Methinks I hear thee saying to me, personally to we,

"Come, my beloved ; come, let us go forth into the field of my
word alone ; let us go together also to the

villages
of my people,

and dwell in my house and vineyard : both jn private and in

public will I manifest myself unto thee, and show thee jony loves.*'

Oh, thou bountiful Lord ! thy whole heart is love. All is grace,
and mercy, and kindness in Jesus ; and all thou art, and all thou

hast, & &* thy people, thy redeemed, thy SegwllaKi thy
chosen:!

Lordi give:ine "but grace in the lively actings o?raif&? od my
soul shall follow thee whithersorevfer thou goest !"

'
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; jHold thy peace at the^presence of the Lord tJSfocl i, for

the'day of the Lord is at hand : for the Lord hath Jirer:

pitted a, sacrifiee, he hath bid his guests. Zeph. i. 7^

'My soul! here is a portion of God's word, which, like the pil-
lar of

!
the cloud in the camp of Israel, hath a double aspect: it

Becomes a cloud of trembling indeed, of darkness, dread, and

fear,,to all spiritual Egyptians, but a glorious refreshing light to

the people of God. The presence of the Lord God is a solemn

presence to all, and will command silence, yea, a trembling." The Lord is in his holy temple ; let all the earth keep silence

before him." And is the day of the Lord at hand? Yea, verily,

every day brings it nearer ; every breath, every pulse that beats,
shortens the distance. There is, there mut be, a day, in which
'the Lord will judge the world in righteousness, and minister
true judgment unto the people." And observe, my soul, what
this blessed scripture adds :," The Lord hath prepared a sacrifice,
he hath bid his guests." God hath set forth his dear Son, as a

propitiation, for "without shedding of blood, there is no remis-

sion." He hath bid his guests. Yes ! the Lord that hath made
this rich ; feast of salvation, hath also invited the people he

wiljl
have to partake of it. He hath sent out his word, his servants, into

the highways, and lanes, and hedges of the city, to call them in.

A.nd their characters are marked : they are " the poor,, and the

needy, and the halt, and the blind." Thousands, answering, .to

this character, are come ; have partaken of the rich feast, and
6alled it blessed ;

" and yet there is room." My soul ! art thou
come ? Hast thou accepted the invitation, and come under, this

character ] Hast thou found it blessed 1 Pause over the inquiry.
The reverse of this will be a cup of trembling, and astonishment,
and madness, to all that reject the counsel of God against their

own souls, who are too proud to accept the bidding to the feast

bfJesus's blood, to cleanse them, and too rich, in their .own

eyes, to look for salvation in his righteousness to justify them.

Wherefore the king hearkened not unto the people :

for the cause was from the Lord. 1 Kings xii. 15.

. What a light doth this one verse throw upon the whole of this

history, and upon ten thousand of a similar kind, which are per-
'

petually going on through life ! The event recorded in this chap-
ter, that the king should listen to the counsel of fools, and dis-

regard the* advice of wise men, would have appeared incredible,
the thing itself being so very obvious. But when we perceive
.the latent cause, and are told that itwas "from the Lord," how ^

strikingly doth it set forth the wonderful government of GodT in

bringing about the sacred purposes of his holy will ! My soul !



sit .down^this evening, and ponder Well the subject. Think how
trvtly blessed, it is, and how truly sanctified, to see his almighty
halad in every dispensation. Andbring homethe doetritfe;itself,

for it is a-very blessed one, if well studied and well followed;up,
to thine own concerns and circumstances. When, in any of the

providential
or gracious appointments of thy Jesus, thou art ex*

ercised arid afflicted, what can be thy relief, but seeing the cause
as from the Lord ? The sin and transgression that induceth it

indeed, are all thine own. But the overruling of it to thy future

welfare and the divine g;lory is the Lord's. Thus "the man of

Uz" was grievously afflicted in every direction; but we are told

that the Lord's permission was in tjie whole: and the sequel

fully proved the Lord's design. Thus " the man after God's own
heart" was cursed by Shimet, in the moment when his life was

sought after .by his own unnatural son ; but what said David*
urider the heavy trial 7

* Let him alone, for the Lord hath bid?

den him." And what a gracious and sanctified improvement di4
he inake of it, in proof that the Lord, who was smiting, was also

upholding:
" It may be," said he,

" that the Lord will look on
mine -affliction, and that the Lord will requite me good for hfo

cursing this day."%(2 Sam. xvi. 5 12.) My soul ! see every cause,

every event, and every dispensation, as from the Lord; "He
ruleth in .the armies of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the

earth." Ifhe afflict his children, still they are his children ; the re-

lationship never lessens, neither is his love abated :
" Whom the

Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he re-

ceiveth." Doth he raise up bad men to persecute them 1 Still

they are. but the sword : the government of it is the Lord's. Doth
Jesus speak in frowning providences, or hide himselffrom giving
oiit his accustomed gracious visits of love

1

? Still he is and must
be Jesus. There is no change in him, whatever outward dispen-
sations seem to say. He saith himself,

" I know the thoughts I .

think towards you, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you
an expected end." (Jerem. xxix. 11.) Precious Lord Jesus ! give
me the seeing eye, and the understanding heart, to* behold thy
hand in all, to rest upon thy love and faithfulness in all, and to

be for ever looking unto thee under all j so shall I bless thee for

all ; and, sure I am, the issue will be to thy glory, and ray ever-

lasting happiness.

"While the earth femaineth, seed-time and harvest,
and cold and heat, and summer and winter, and day
and night, shall not cease.^ Genesis viii. 22*

'

My soul ! look at this gracious covenant-promise of God, which
wajs mad& more than four thousand years since, and is as faith-

fully confirmed to thy experience this night as in th first hour
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i-the Lord, delivered it. How hatK the seed-time and

harvest, the. cold and heaty the summer and winter^ and^day^attti

night, through every generation, proclaimed the unfailing truth>!

And although we are taught to expect, and by faith both to3opk
arid to long for " the new heavens and the new earth, wherein
dwelleth righteousness," yet is this blessed promise not less^surei
or less to be depended on, "while the" present "earth remain-
eth." And do not overlook that special feature of divine faithful-

ness, in the fulfilment of this gracious promise; I mean that

amidst all the imworthiness ofman, God's bounty continues the

same. Were the sun to cease its beneficial influence, or the clouds

to withhold their fatness, until man deserved those blessings^ the

sun would rise no more, neither would the bottles of heaven pour
down their fruitfulness. Sweet thought to the heart of a poor
sinner! The Lord's goodness is all in himself, and from him-

self, and to himself, for his own glory. Indeed, so abundantly
gracious and compassionate is the Lord, that he very frequently
takes occasion from our misery, to magnify the riches of his

mercy; and, " where sin hath abounded, grace doth much more
abound ; that as sin hath reigned unto death, even so might grace

reign through righteousness unto eternal
lifg, by Jesus Christ

our Lord." There is one delightful thought more, arising out of

this blessed scripture, in the confirmation which the
regular

return of day and night gives to the faithfulness of the almighty
Promiser, namely, that the Lord himself appealeth to this fulfil-

ment of his covenant in nature, as the confirmation that he will

fulfil his covenant in grace. "Thus saith the Lord, If ye can
break my covenant of the day, and my covenant of the night;
that there should not be day and night in their season ; then also

may my covenant be broken with David my servant." (Jerem.
xxxiii. 20, 21.) Oh ! precious words of a gracious covenant

. God in Christ! Lord, I bow down before thee, under a deep
sense of thy grace and love ! Thou hast indeed " sworn once in

thy holiness, that thou wilt notlie unto David ;" even the David
of thy people, thy dear and ever blessed Son ! Oh ! grant that,
each night and morning, as well as through all the changing, but
sure seasons of nature, all may be sweetly sanctified in their re-

gular visits to my soul, while remaining on earth; that lr

may
have a double relish and enjoyment in a sanctified use of'them ;

and accept thy daily faithfulness in nature as a sure pledge of

thy everlasting faithfulness in grace, that " in Jesus all the seed
of Israel shall be justified, and shall glory."

Ready to be revealed in the last time. - 1 Peter ii 5.

; My soul! hast thou ever considered the very great and blessed

-things contained in these few words 1 Sit down, this evening,
arid look them over. Dost thou ask, what ia ready to he revealed
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inith&last time I The answer is direct. All the fulness* glojry,

giacej provision,"peace, and everlasting happinessi that are* in the

covenant ofredemption, and all centered in the person and fin-

ished work of the Lord Jesus Christ. Thou hast now but ob-

scure views of Jesus, and his fulness, suitableness, and all-suffi-

ciency. Thou hast believed indeed unto salvation, and art rest--

ing upon Christ for thy justification, and sanctification,and com-

fort; but of the fulness in which believers stand complete in

Christ, no saint upon earth hath ever had a conception equal to

what it really is.
"
Beloved," saith John,

" now arewe the sons
of God ! and it doth not yet appear what we shall be : but we
know that when he shall appear we shall be like him, for we shall

see him as he is." (1 John iii. 2.) Now the blessedness of these

things, in all their fulness, and in all their glory, is reserved to

be " revealed in the last time :" and they are now already. Angels"
are always upon the wing, and are waiting to bring the heirs of
the kingdom into the immediate possession, and immediate en-

joyment of them. And although clouds here arise between, to*

obscure those bright and glorious objects, yet the heirs of pro-

mise:ought to enjoy them now by faith ; for they are eternally
secure, and, through the Lord of them, eternally their own.

Now, my soul, what sayest thou to these things 1 Are they ready
to be revealed in the last time

1

? Are they thine nowl Hast
thou Jesus, and with him all things ? Is the last time approach-

ing! Are angels waiting! Is Jesus waiting to unfold all to

thy ravished view ! and every thing ready ! What sayest thou,

my. soul ! Art thou ready also ! Lord Jesus !
, give me grace

to be always on the look-out for thy coming, and to be as de-

lighted with thy approach as they that wait for the morning!

For the people will not eat until he come, because

he doth bless the sacrifice
;
and afterwards they eat that

be bidden. 1 Samuel ix. 13.

I know not how scrupulous the Israelites were ofnot partaking
of the sacrifice, until their prophet, Samuel, had blessed it in the

name of the Lord ; but well I know, no offering, under the gospel

dispensation, can be profitable or blessed, until Jesus be first

seen in it, .and first enjoyed in it too. Surely thou, dear Lord !

thou art the all in all of every thing that is sacred, blessed, and

interesting. Thou art the altar, the sacrificer, and the sacrifice !

And it can only be from thy blessing upon our poor ordinances*
when we hold a feast upon thy one all-sufficient sacrifice, that

any real enjoyment of a spiritual nature can be found in them.

Neither, Lord, till I hear thy bidding, can I venture- to.eat. If

Jesus indeed say, ("Eat, O friends, drink, yea, drink -abundant-

ly,- beloved/' then I feel a confidence in thywelcome to every
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8
feast, and "sit down under thy shadow with great$&>

ights and thy fruit is sweet to my taste." Come then, them

dear Lord!, come to thine own banquet; to thy Church,' thy
table, thine house of prayer, thine ordinances ! Come and bless

thy people, and command a blessing upon all thine own appoint-
ments, and all will be blessed indeed ! i ;

He is near that justifieth me. Isaiah 1. 8.

My soul ! hast thou ever considered one of the sweet proper-
ties of justification? not only in the fulness and completeness of

it> and in all the several blessings connected with it, as it ariseth

quit of Jehovah in his own threefold character of persons ; all and
each taking part in it; but also in that which this portion points
out, the nearness in which Jesus, the glorious justifier, always
stands to thee, and surrounds thee ? Sit down this evening, and

contemplate the subject of justification in this point of view, for

it is indeed most blessed. All the persons of the Godhead have,
and are engaged in making it effectual to every poor sinner, so as
to give the mind always somewhat to rest upon, in the assurance
of it. God the Father is the source and fountain of it, not only
in having provided it in his dear Son, but also as having by the

justification of all the Redeemer's work, to all intents and pur-

poses, justified the poor believer in Jesus. Hence the apostle,
with rapture, exclaims : "It is God that justifieth; who is he
that condemneth 1" (Rom. viii. 33, 34.) And it is Jesus that

justifieth all his redeemed, by his blood and
righteousness: "for

he Was delivered for our offences, and was raised again for pur

justification." (Rom. iv. 25.) And that the hand of God the

Holy Ghost was in all this, is equally evident ; for it is as ex-

pressly said, that Christ was "justified in the Spirit;" which
would never have been the case, had not both God's law and
God's justice been satisfied, and thus justified Jesus, as the sin-

ner's surety. (1 Tim. iii. 16; Rom. i. 4.) But, over and above
these glorious truths, as the foundation of every poor believer's

hope, I charge thee to mark it down, my soul, in the memoran-
dums of thine inmost thoughts, that as God the Father who
justified Jesus, thy surety, was always near to him, so he that

justifieth thee is always near to thee. The charter of grace, and

thy pardon written down in it in letters of blood, even the blood
of Christ, is always near and at hand. . Here it stands on eternal

record, that " God is just and the justifier of him that believeth
in Jesus." And he is near that justifieth, both as thine advocate
to plead, that if any doubts should arise in thy poor timid mind
concerning it, Jesus might open the volume of record, and there,

By his Holy Spirit, show it unto thee; and also^ byihe same
almighty power, incline thy heart to the perfect belief of it, to

thy joy land peace in believing. Now, I again charge thee, this



$atvthou ftpm Jie^fbi^hineyier.los^si,

^d^fttars ; aTise,(and doubts iwould creep...in{,'and;..b.o|;]h

lawancl justice seem to be revivingtheir claims^ lootM^l^y-
self,,but look to all-precious Jesus. Behold him in all-Jus fulr

ness, suitableness, and all-sufficiency, as thy law-i^filleY ainid

sin-atoning surety, and cry out in those divine words whicli the

Holy ;
Ghost hath given thee,

" He is near that justifieth me !"'
' "

Then is the offence of the cross ceased. Gal. v. 11.
-'

i
.

'

'- -,"'" .
- - *

:

- Tfte cross of Jesus was, of old, the great offence both to Jews

sin4 Greeks ; and, in the present day, we may add, it is so to

^yery 6ne, who, by a perversion of language, calls himself Chris-

|i?inf but yet denies the Godhead of him whom he presumes to

call Master. And if the believer would but relinquish this dte-

titoguishing feature in,his Lord's person and atonement for his

sinsjby the blood of his cross, then indeed would the offence' 6T

t)je cross cease. But, my soul, ask thyself, whether the offence

vpjTtfie cross be'ceased in thy view 1 Yea, rather, whether, like

Paul, not only the reproach of the cross is taken away for eyet;
but thou art crying out with a holy indignation against all Te-

joicing.s but. in Jesus and his cross? Say, is it not thy daily,

hourly song: "God forbid that I should glory save in thVcrbss

of 'our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is criicifi^d uiito

.me, and I unto the world
1

?" (GaL.vi. 14.) Is all thy glory in

, him, whom, in reproach, the world called "'the 'man '.hanged

upon the tree
1

?'* Art thou for ever looking on him there, and for

ever rejoicing in the view! There, sayest thou, there hangs
;aji my confidence, all my joy, my security, my victories, my
triumphs! Offence, do they say! Witness for me, I would

say, all ye angels of light, that "this is all my salvation, and
all my desire!" My soul utterly renounceth, utterly despiseth

every idea of any other Saviour but my Lord Jesus, and him
crucified. Lead me, thou blessed Holy Spirit,

lead me to the

continued celebration of my Lord's cross, in my Lord's supper.
There let Jesus Christ be evidently set forth crucified for me;
and there may 1 receive the bread and wine, the representatibjns
jpf his body and blood, that I seek redemption in no other, but

> am heartily, fully, completely satisfied and convinced, that

"there is no other name under heaven given among men, where-

by we must be saved."

v .

-
-

,

Thou hast avouched the Lord this day to be thy
God. And the Lord hath avouched thee this day to

be his pepuliar people.- Deut. xxvi.. 17, 18.

What a most lovely view doth this scripture hold, forth of the
solemn transactions between God and his people '.What an

23
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amajing thought, that the; Hi^ahd flbly^ne,
li^hl^'sltould condescend to propiose^and fewnifitin 'sraeliias;C*

ftarit! and, my soul, dost thou think that, in the charter of^ ^

sealed as it is in the blood of God's dear Son, this.covenanf^ is

liss blessed or less sure ? Doth not God Confirm it iii

promise 1 ,
Is it not read and ratified in every. ordinance?

doth not that Holy Spirit of prorrtise set his seal to the

"whereby -we are sealed unto the day of redemption?" Pausfc

over the blissful sub'j ect ! Ponder it well, this solemn evening !

Surely, every service, every ordinance in the Church of Jesus,
becomes a confirmation of the blessed truth. What, indeed, is

the gospel itself, but God's covenant in Christ, avouching him-
self to be our God," and addressed to the ear? And what is the

institution of the "Supper, but the same thing addressed to the

eye? And when received by faith, both become seals of the

covenant, to certify that the Lord this day, by this service,
avouches himself that he is, and ever will be our God; and we
avouch, by the same, that we are, and ever will be his people.
Oh ! it is sweet and refreshing at an ordinance, yea, without

ordinances, to be looking over, and reviewing continually, those

bonds of the covenant. Dost thou not feel an inexpressible joy,
and rapture, and delight, to look back on those gracious trans-

actions, which have passed between thee and thy God in Christ?

From the first Belfal-visiis of the divine love, through the num-
berless renewals of it, in which thou hast heard his lovely voice

speaking to thee again, and saying to thee, as to Jacob of old,
:

"I am the God of Bethel, where thou anointedst the pillar, arici

where thou vowedst a vow unto me." (Gen. xxxi. 13.) Yea,
Lord ! I have done, and still do, and desire everlastingly to 'be

found doing it. It is my daily prayer to avouch thee to be my
gracious Lord God in covenant, in the blood and righteousness
of Christ! And do thou, my glorious Lord God, avouch me to

be among the redeemed of thy people. Surely, Lord, in this

charter of grace, thou hast made over thyself, in all thy divine

perfections, to be thy people's. In this royal grant, as the God
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, "of whom the whole

family in heaven and earth is named," all thine attributes are

pledged for the fulfilment of thy covenant-promises to thy dear

Son, and his Church in him. Thy very name, Lord, gives a

being to thy engagements, and an assurance of their being .ful-

filled. Yea, Lord, thou hast given thyself to thy people in Christ,
and commanded them to call thee theirs* Begin thy song, my
soul, and say, "The Lord is the portion of mine inheritance1

and ofmy cup; he will maintain my lot." (Psalm xvi. 5.)

And they said among themselves, Who shall roll us

away the -stone from the door of the sepulchre? (and
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when 3h&p lojpk^ ttjey ^sawithiat th stone"

very gi*e^. Jifofc xyi. 3, 4.
'

:
'

'''' ' '
~ '~ '--

-
- . .

.y SQttllvhow very often,, like these poor women.at the, door

0pur Lord's sepulchre, hast thou been at a loss to think Whence

Help .should arise to succour thee. in the needed moment! And
JJQWV often,, like them, hast thou found, when looking again, 'all

the difficulties which thou hadst figured to thyselfremoved"! And
with thee thy .mercy hath been, if possible, yet more striking.

Fqr/thou not only needest the stone to be rolled away from the

dp.pjr of the sepulchre that thou mightst see Jesus, but to have,

the stone taken away out of thine heart, that thou mightst -love

arid believe in Jesus to the salvation of thy soul. Is it so' then,

th,at whilst, at any time, thou art putting forth the question and

inquiry, fall of doubt and fear, and misgiving who shall help in

this or that difficulty ; and when thou lookest again, behold the

i/ori hath been better to thee than all thy fears, and *

every-
mountain before thy great Zerubbabel is become a plain?" Wilt
thou not learn hence, that thy Lord Jesus, with all his benefits,

isvnot only set before thee, and revealed to thee, but made over

to. thee, to be received, and to be enjoyed, and to be made rise of,

% .thee, for all and every purpose in which his glory and thy sal-

faUoivare concerned! The stone is indeed very great in every
heart, by nature, and unmovable by natural strength. But look

again. He that arose from the dead, and broke open the sepul-

chre, can and will take it away, according to that sweet promise,

(EJzek. xxxvi. 26.) And if the stone be removed, and the foun-

tain of life broken up, in the,person, and glory, a*nd triumphs of

JTesuSj-come, then,my soul, and " draw water out ofthose wells.

of salvation." Oh ! how truly blessed is it to see Jesus in all,'

and to enjoy Jesus in all; for then, whatever great obstructions'

seem to lie in the way, the Lord himself doth and will remove
them. "He brings the blind by a way they knew not. H&
causeth them to walk in places that they have not known.
Crooked things are made straight, and rough places plain : and
all his redeemed then see the salvation of our God!"

And have been all made to drink into one Spirit.

1 Corinthians xii. 13.

What a most lovely and endearing representation is here given:
of the several members of Christ's mystical body, as all united to

their one glorious and common head, and, like so many branches
of the vine, deriving every thing of life, and grace, and fruitfuf-

ness from him ! "They have been all made to drink into one

Spirit." Yes ; the Lord the Spirit, the Holy Ghost the comforter,
whose gracious influence first unites them to Jesus, unites tbem
qls0,;in him, to one another. Hence, though distant and remote
from each other; divided and separated by distant climesi arid
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,
and languages ; though unknown by fa

, in language, and mariners, and customs wholly dissimilar
;;

land of different degrees of knowledge, and apprehensibn/fiha
attainment in the divine life; yet from being one with CKriti

they are also one with each other, and "are members of his body{
of his flesh, and of his bones ;". part of the universal Church, aiia

constituting one complete whole, of which Christ is the head :

"whether one member suffer, all the members suffer with it j^pr

one member be honoured, all the members rejoice with it." 'My
soul! couldst thou ask the native of any country or climate, wno
is a real member of Christ's body, what are his feelings of sini

and what his' views ofJesus, thou wouldstfind a complete corre-

spondence with thine own. He hath groaned for sin, as ttioir

hast groaned ; and he hath found Jesus precious, as thou hast

found him. And whence all this, but because one and the same

almighty Teacher hath been the instructor of both ? "We have
been all made to drink into one Spirit!" He is the source, and
fountain of spiritual life, and sustenance, and strength in all!

And as the first quickenings of grace arise from his divine influ-

ences, so is it from his blessed impressions that believers are

sealed and secured unto the day of eternal redemption. Hail !

thou holy and almighty Lord ! Cause the whole church of Jesus

to be for ever living at the fountain-head of mercies, "who have
been all made to drink into one Spirit !"

But which of you having a servant ploughing, pr

feeding cattle, will say unto him by and by, when he

is come from the field, Go and, sit down to meat?
And will not rather say unto him, Make ready where-

with I may sup, and gird .thyself, and serve me, till I

have eaten and drunken; and afterward thou shalt eat

and drink ? Luke xvii. 7,8.
I have often thought that the Lord Jesus, the bountiful Lord

of all his servants, and who giveth largely to the supply of all his

household, hath a more special and suited food for his servants

in the ministry, who are employed by him to set forth his table

for others. They are, as the servant here described, In the field

ploughing, and engaged in every branch of the spiritual husband-

ry. But when they return, their peculiar privilege is to wait upon
their Master. And well is it for them; for in the faithful dis-

charge of their labours, so great and constant are their engage-
ments, in following up the several departments of it, that, while

keeping the vineyard, the church, their own interests would be

sadly neglected and forgotten. Yet it is a most certain truth',

that no servant in a family can be faithful to his Lord's interest,

who is not faithful to himself. No minister of the Lord Jesus
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can.be concerned f(?t ot^e?m^n'^ souls, who hath no concern for

ais^n. !>Ho\sr verj blessed is it then, that the j^ord Jesus hath

made suitable provision in this particular, that when the public

swylce of the day is over, he opens to the private enjoyment;of

his people in hirasielf alone. My soul! hath not Jesus, in this

delightful scripture, taught thee this sweet lesson? Public ordi*

nances will, be doubly blessed, when, in the after-retirement, ,we

wait upon Jesus in private. And in the most busy life, there will

&,ejalways some moment found to do this. Jesus himself, "when
he had sent the multitudes away, went up into the mountain,

apart,, to pray." The night opened to him the pleasures of com-

munion, when the public services had engaged him all the day.
And wilt not thou, dear Lord, while thy servant is waiting upon
thee atthy table, bless him with some glimpse of thy glory 1 Shall

, he not find himselfrefreshed, inhearing the gracious words which

drop from thy sacred lips ? Will he not indeed esteem "
thy

words more than his necessary food 1" Yea, Lord ! thou wilt

thyself be both his meat and his drink ; and to wait on thee at

thy table will be found more blessed than all the unsanctified

tables of those who fare sumptuously every day !

*

"Which things the angels desire to look into.

1 Peter i, 12.

My soul ! what an argument ariseth out of this view, of the

angels of light being inquisitive about man's redemption, to stir

thee up to the same most blessed contemplation ! If in the apprer
hension of those intelligent and exalted beings of light, the

subject is so glorious, what ought it to be to thee 1 If, as the

words represent, they fix their closest attention, and are lost in

admiration, wonder, love, and praise, how is it, that thou, who
art so deeply interested in the blissful theme, shouldst forget it,

as thou dost for hours together, and even when thou thinkest of

it, contemplate it so very coolly ? Oh ! for grace more and more
to study Jesus and his love, Jesus and his grace, Jesus and his

great salvation ! But among the wonders of redemption, is there

not one point (and, as it concerns thee, my soul, a marvellous
one indeed it is) whicji may well be supposed to call forth the

greater astonishment of the holy angels as they behold it: I mean
as they behold the glory of thy Jesus advanced, not only when
poor sinners praise him for what he is in himself, and what he is

to them, but when their emptiness, poverty, wants, and wretch-

edness, afford the rich opportunity for the Lord Jesus to get to

himself glory, in
giving

out of his fulness 1 Here, surely, angels
may well desire to pry into the cause, and be lost in the contem-

plation. And, as it cpncerns thee, my soul, how must the an-

gels..M that are ministering spirits, sent forth to minister unto
them that are heirs of salvation ;" how must they stand amazed

23*
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'when, they see thy Lord waiting to
s
be gracious

thetyery time when thou wuuldst tire every patience hut his^hi
-wearying with thine iniquities ?" And how must their angelic
minds feel amazed that Jesus should get glory from such a poor ,

worthless worm as thou art in making the riches of his grace -to

shine upon thee, while thousands, not more undeserving, know
him not, and are unacquainted with his grace and mercy ! Oh !

gracious Lord ! how is it that thou dost thus manifest thyself to

me, otherwise than thou dost unto the world ! Ye angels of

light ! ye ministering spirits of my God ! join with me in praise
for my Lord's graciousness to such a sinner; for surely, your
high intelligent minds cannot but be lost in admiration* when be-

holding theaboundings of grace exceeding even the aboundings
of sin, and, in my instance, as far surpassing,

" as the heavens
are higher than the earth !"

A door-keeper in the house of my God.
' Psalm Ixxxiv. 10.

My soul ! hast thou ever considered the blessedness of such
an appointment, of such an office,' when truly followed up I If

Jesus indeed appoint, and both teach the nature of it, and give

grace to the faithful discharge of it, then is it most honourable,
and truly blessed. A door-keeper is supposed to know the seve-

ral apartments of tbe house, and to be well acquainted with his

Lord and Master, in whose service he ministers. He is sup-
posed also to know who goeth out, and who cometh in ; whether
his Lord be at home, and how his fellow-servants are employed
in their ministry. And if he be a faithful door-keeper, he will

willingly open to none but such as his Lord approves, but most

gladly show all that come in his Lord's name, and are welcome
to his Lord, the way to his Lord's presence and his Lord's table.

What sayest thou, my soul, to such an office 1 Surely, to be *' an
hewer of wood, and a drawer of water, in the service of the sanc-

tuary," is an honourable employment; .and how much more to

be " a door-keeper in the house of GodP The man after God's
own heart was so much delighted with the thought of God's

house, that he seemed to grudge the constant abode of the birds

that made their nests at the altar. Poor David, though a king
in Israel, could only now and then go up to the house of God*
but these birds rested there. And under the full impression of

the happiness resulting from a constant residence, he broke
out in a hymn of praise: "Blessed are they that dwell in thy
house," whose home, whose abode, whose constant employment
is there ; for " they will be still praising thee." Pause, my soul I,

hast thou the same views as David ? Consider wherein this

blessedness consists: the servants/of the Lord, who dwell in

their Lord's house, are blessed, not because they are in the re-
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eelpt of wages; not 'because their bountiful Lord provides a
tablerfoT them ; but because they live in the constant enjoyment
pfchis divine presence! and because the Lord gives them em-

pioyment, and his praises are their meat and drink; "they
Will be still praising thee," saith David; Yes! the house of
God is then a heaven below, where the servants of the Lord
find their joy and happiness from the everlasting praises of
Grod and the Lamb ! But alas! if the servants of the 'Lord's

house, in any or all of the departments, from the highest to

the lowest, dwell there, not to glorify the Lord and promote
his honour, but to serve their own bellies, and, like the finger-

post to the traveller, stand to direct him in his way, but move
not a step themselves, so far from a blessedness, they will find

in the end of their labours, that the heaviest of all condemnations
will follow ! Blessed Lord Jesns ! thou wert a door-keeper indeed
to thine own house, that in all things thou mightst have the pre-
eminence ! Thou, for the love thou hadst to thy Master, to thy
church, thy wife, and thy children, didst, like the Jewish ser-

vant, submit to have thine ear bored at the door-post, to go out
no more free, but to remain for ever. Oh ! for grace to cry out,
in the review of such love as passeth knowledge,

" I had rather

be a door-keeper in the house of my God, than to dwell in the

tents of wickedness." (See Exod. xxi. 5, 6.)

"And Isaac went out to meditate in the field at the

even-tide. Genesis xxiv. 63.

.My soul ! every season is suited for meditation, if the JLord
the Holy Ghost suit the mind for the employment. But unless

he prepare the heart, no preparation will be found in any season.

What multitudes are there, to whose unthinking-minds neither

the morning breath nor the evening call, in the Lord's mercies

in providence and in grace, have any hearing! They arise, as

they lay down, unconscious and unconcerned as to whom they
are indebted for keeping their persons and their dwelling-places
in safety. They put on the garment to cover and adorn the body,
but are ignorant that their souls are without clothing ! Theywash
and refresh the body, but the pollution of the soul they see not !

They are anxious to preserve the casket, but the jewel it con-

tains falls under their feet, as an object of no value ! My soul !

do thou look at the patriarch Isaac, and take him for thy pattern.
He went out "to meditate in the field at the even-tide!" He
turned his back upon the house and family, and sought, in the

solitude of the field, to have his mind disengaged from men, that

^ie might be wholly engaged in devout communion with God.

And is not the present evening suited to thee for this purpose?
It is a calm and serene season, and every thing .invites thee to

the employment. Thy wants -and necessities; the solemn in-
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quiry hoty thou art advancing in grace, and in the

bf^hy Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ; the consciousness :

Another day of thy pijgrimage is ended, and thou art by so mn0h
the nearer thine eternal home; every momentous interest belong*

ing to a dying creature in a dying world, presses the matter uptffl

thee, to ponder the path of thy feet, which, in every step, i.4

leading thee to eternity. Go then, if not to the field of nature,,

yet to the field of grace, and if thou hast no closet to retire to,

yetretire to thine own heart, and there meditate on all those in-

teresting subjects which belong to an immortal soul. Jesus
waits to meet thee, to be gracious to thee, and he will show thee

his secret. O thou dear Lord of thy people! cause me to de-

light in those sweet and sacred interviews ! Let every evening
toll the bell of recollection to call home my poor wandering
heart; and when the tumult of a busy, unsatisfying, and trouble^-

some day is over, oh! for grace to do as my Lord did; "send
the multitude away, and get up apart into the holy mountain"
of faith and love in the Lord Jesus,

" to meditate and pray !"

A seed shall serve him
;

it shall be accounted to the

Lord for a generation. They shall come, and shall de-

clare his righteousness unto a people that shall be born,
that he hath done this. Psalm xxii. 30, 31.

, It is precious, yea, truly blessed also, to discover the happy
correspondence there is between the several parts of scripture,
in their testimony concerning the features of God's people.
Jehovah, in his Trinity of Person, is always found as engaged
in it; and each one in the holy and undivided three gives assu-

rance to it.
" I will pour my Spirit," saith the Lord the Father,

(speaking to the person of his dear Son, as the Israel of his peo-

ple,)
"
upon thy seed, and my blessing upon thine offspring."

(Isaiah xliv. 3.) "A seed," saith Christ, (or, as it might be

rendered, and indeed is rendered in the version of the psalms
read in the Churches, my seed,)

" shall serve him." This is the

very seed which the Lord hath blessed, and which all that see

shall acknowledge, (Isaiah Ixi. 9;) "the people" which Jeho-

vah "formed for himself," which he gave unto his Son, and
"which shall show forth his praise." (Isaiah xliii. 31.) And
as both the Father and the Son have thus marked them with
these striking particularities, so the Holy Ghost as plainly sets

his seal to the great truth, and confirms who they are, by making
them "

willing in the day of his power." Now, my soul ! be-

hold, in this most blessed scripture, how decidedly the characters
of the seed of Christ are marked, and behold thine own features

in them. The seed of Christ, his offspring, his people, his re-

deemed, more or less delight in the Lord ; they serve the Lord :

and they are numbered, accounted to the Lord as his people,' liis
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generation. And they are as truly his by the new generation

inVgface,;as they are by the old generation in nature, the seecl

of Adam after the flesh. So they are accounted, accepted, and

received, in <*od's sight. Mark another blessed property by
which they are known: ."They shall come, and shall declare

hisj righteousness." Yes ! for the language of every one of them

is^
" I will make mention of thy righteousness, even of thine

only." (Psalm Ixxi. 16.) Yea, the name by which they call

their Holy One, their Redeemer, is, The LORD OUR RIGHTEOUS-
NESS ! Neither is this all : for they shall not only renounce every

thing in themselves, as in any way a procuring cause to this

blessedness, but, both in original design, and in actual posses-

sion, they shall refer all unto the unsearchable goodness, and

mercy, and grace of God. The work, and glory, and praise, are

all the Lord's, and all .the declarations of it shall be to this

amount: that the Lord "hath done it!" What sayest thou, my
soul, to this precious and blessed testimony of Jehovah 1 Sure-

ly thou canst, and wilt set to thy seal,
" that God is true !"

^
He that saith he abideth in him, ought himself also

so to walk, even as he walked. 1 John ii. 6.

Sweet testimony to the truth as it is in Jesus, when from being
in Christ, we are walking with Christ; and one and the same

spirit runs through all. As a man never walks as Christ walk-

ed, before he is first united to Christ, so when truly united to

Christ, the evidence is made to appear by loving what Jesus

loves, and hating what Jesus hates. As Ruth said to JVaomi,
so the believer saith to the Lord Jesus : "Where thou goest 1

would go, and where thou lodgest I would lodge; thy people
shall be my people, and thy God my God !" And, my soul,
think what a blessed, unanswerable proof doth it afford, both to

thyself and to the world around, when, from abiding in Christ,
we live as Christ! that is, his Holy Spirit moves in us, speaks
in us, walks in us, yea, doth all in us : and as the soul of man
gives life and action to the body, so Christ, who is the soul of

,
the believer, gives life and action to the soul. Hence Paul con-

sidered himself so wholly actuated,' in every part of the spiritual

life, by the indwelling residence of the Spirit of Christ, that he

said, it was not he that lived, but Christ that lived in him :

" The life," saith he,
" which I now live in the flesh, I live by

the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for

me." (Gal. ii. 20.) My soul ! canst thou subscribe to the same ?

"Jf Christ be in thee, the body is dead because of sin, but the

; Spirit is life because of righteousness." (Rom. viii. 10.) Oh I

for grace so to abide in Jesus, that every act of my life may
testify

" whose I am, and whom I serve;" and like,that martyr,
. who; to every question put to him, only answered, "I am a
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Christian," so, my soul, may every acVevery, word r

tlipiight- of tjime, so proclaim Jesusr and thy union and
- with him, that all with whom thou hast to do may plainly~disi

cover thou art no longer thine own, but,
"
being bought with a

price, thou dost glorify God in thy body, and in thy smrit, which
are both his."'

An hireling his day. Job xiv. 6. ;

,, The sufferings of Job are proverbial ; but the sermons of this

Exercised believer, though delivered from a durighill, were sweet

sermons. The figure of "an hireling" accomplishing his day,

(and that a day, both on account of original sin arid actual trans-

gression, fleeting and full of labour and sorrow,) forms a just,

though sad representation of human life. But this, like all the
other circumstances of our fallen state, when read through the

medium ofthe gospel, and softened and sweetened with the blood
of Christ, puts on a different aspect. It is then found in its

shortness to be the better, and in its crosses to be the more sanc-

tified ; and, like Samson's riddle,
" out of the eater to come forth

meat,, and out of the strong to bring forth sweetness." (Judges
xiv. 14.) It is the blessed property of grace, to work by contra-

ries 5 so that the cross of Jesus, like the tree cast into the waters
of Marakj put into our hireling life, sweetens all. My soul ! if

thou art taken from the rubbish of nature, into the house and
service of Jesus as an hireling, it is not until the day of the

hireling be accomplished, that the Lord of the vineyard bids the

steward to call the labourers, and give them their hire. It was
only "in the end of the world," that Jesus himself appeared,
*'

to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself." Is the hireling's
life to be regretted, because it is short, when every portion,of it

is marked with sin, and consequently is unsatisfying? Yea, is

not rather its shortness rendered blessed 1 And if all the com-
forts and blessedness of God's house are treasured up for the la-

bourers of his house, when the evening is come, and the steward
- is commanded to call them home to be paid ; doth it not com-?

fort thee, my soul, in the thought that thy life here is but as
that of an hireling! Hath Jesus passed by, and employed thee^
and sent thee into his vineyard, when thou wert standing idle

at the, market-place T Hast thou been doing the work of the day
in the day, according to the Lord's appointment

1

? Hath thy
Lord's eye been upon thee, and, like another J5oaz, come from

JBethlehem, hath Jesus often visited thee, blessed thee, held up
thine hands, refreshed thy soul, and made thee glad with the

light of his countenance 1 (Ruth ii. 4.) Oh ! then bless him,
that thy continuance here is but as " an hireling in his day."
The evening will come; the hour is at hand, when Jesus will
ca.il, thee home to his "

house, not made with hands, eternal in

the heavensV when all the blessings of the everlasting; cove*



wil! tbe^giyen to
JesusVJabpjiferS, and tha supper of

will be spread, and'all life redeemed
'

shall sit down wi
hirti,'to go out no more for ever ! A:men.

The true vine. John xv. 1.

Dearest Jesus ! how shall I ever be able sufficiently to admire,
much less adore thee, for thy wonderful and unequalled conde-
scension 1 What image, what similitude in nature, hast thou
made use of here, in that of the vine, to mark the lowliness arid

meekness of thy person; and in the same moment, thy fruitful-

ness, and love, and usefulness to thy people! It was truly pro-

phesied of thee, my Lord, that thou shouldst be " as a root out of
a .dryAground." And what so apparently dry and unpromising,
before the budding season, as the vine? It was said that thou

wouldst have "no form nor comeliness, nor any beauty, thatwe
shoulcl desire thee." And here, when thou callest thyself

" the

true vine," surely, Lord, thou couldsthave chosen no image more

unsightly. It was said, that thou shouldst be "
lowly and meek,

when coming with salvation." And what so low as the vine,
that sends forth her branches upon the ground T What so weak
and feeble as the vine, that needs always some prop or stay to

cast her feeble arms upon 1 Thy extent, O Lord, in the spread-

ing of thy gospel, was prophesied to be "from sea to sea, and
from the river unto the ends of the earth." And truly, Lord, in

the .wide-spreading branches of the vine, thou art the fruitful

bough of Joseph, "even a fruitful bough by a well, whose
branches run over the wall." And when we see the multitude

of thy people, all hanging on thee, all united to thee, and all

drawing sap, and moisture, and life, and strength, and fruitful-

ness from thee, what can more beautifully represent Jesus and
his people than the rich vine and her branches, on which grow
the fullest clusters of the pure blood of the grape] Precious
Lord Jesus ! thou art indeed " the true vine," and " the plant
of renown," which, for wholesomeness, verdure, nourishment,
and r delight, surpasseth the whole creation of God. Lord, let

me sit under thy shadow, let me taste of thy fruit, "for they
that dwell under thy shadow shall return, they shall revive as
the corn, and grow as the vine, the scent thereof shall be as the

wine of Lebanon."

IJe made a feast unto all his princes, and his ser-

vants ;
the power of Persia arid Media, the nobles and

princes of the provinces being before him . ^heh he

showed the riches of his glorious kingdom, and the ho-
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and fourscore days.- Esther i. 3, 4. "I i^
Who can read the account here given of the royalty and libe-

rality of the Persian monarch, without having the mind imme-

diately directed to look at the Lord Jesus, in his royalty and

grace, and to consider both the extent of his bounty, and the

honour of his excellent majesty, compared to which this earthly

potentate sinks to nothing? What though his kingdom reached
over a hundred and seven-and-twenty provinces, from India to

^thiopia; what is this to him, whose dominion is "from sea
to sea, and from the river even unto the ends of the earth;'

1
yea,

who hath " all power in heaven and in earth*" and hath "the

Ikeys of hell and the grave?" And what a day, in point of du-

ration, was that feast, which, though extended to a hundred arid

fburscore, yet, when ended, left nothing to follow, but perhaps
induced sickness and sorrow, when we contemplate that eternal

and everlasting day, to which Jesus invites, and in which he
entertains all his people, whom he hath made "

kings and priests
uritd God and the Father," and where they shall not only feast

with him, arid he with them, but shall sit down with him on
his throne, as he hath overcome, and is sat down with his Fa-
ther on his throne 1 And in this one eternal and never-ending feast

of the Lord Jesus, from which the guests shall go but no more,
there is nothing to nauseate, nothing unpleasant to mingle; but
all is light, and joy, and peace, and unspeakable felicity. Here
Jesus openly showeth the riches of his glorious kingdom, arid

the honour of his excellent majesty! Here he brings his re-

deemed into a perfect acquaintance with himself, and opens to

their astonished, unceasing contemplation and delight the won-
ders of his person, and the wonders of his love ; and fills their

ravished souls "with joy unspeakable and full of glory," in the

knowledge of "the mystery of God, and of the Father, arid of
Christ." Hail ! thou glorious King of kings, and Lord of lords !

'Here thou art making a feast of grace in thine holy mountain,
for all thy poor and needy, and halt and blind, whom thou hast
made the princes ofihy kingdom, and whom thou wilt bringj in

thine own good time, to the everlasting feast of glory in thy
kingdom above! Grant me, blessed Jesus, to be one of the

harjpy number who partake of thy bounties of grace here, arid,
sure I am, that I shall then one day sit down to the everlasting

enjoyment of thyself in the glories of heaven for ever!

Who maketh thee to differ from another?

I'
''......,..

1 Cor. iv. 7.

My soul ! sit down, in the cool of this lovely evening, and, in

the recollection of distinguishing mercies, look up and behold
the gracious hand that "maketh thee to differ from another ;"
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f
.until;jhine heart overflow, in a view of the wonderuu subject,
'with thanksgivirig, love and praise; If thou wilt open the vo-
lume of thine own life, (and surely, of all volumes^ when ex-

plained by the word of God, it is the most interesting to read,)
thou wilt behold such a multitude of instances, in all the de-

partments of nature,providence,, and grace, as, under divine teach-

ing, will bring home the question with the most awakened ear-
nestness to the heart, and cause thee frequently to exclaim, as
thou passest on,

" Who maketh thee to differ from another 1"

Every defect of nature in others, every poor cripple, or the blind,
or deaf, which thou meetest with ; the want of intellect, or the
want of understand ing,, yea, that thou wert not born among the

reptiles of the earth, but among them who are created in the

image of God, may, and ought to direct thy heart to the con-

templation of him and his distinguishing favour, <?in whose
book all thy members were written!" And when, from the

kingdom of nature, in the appointments of the Lord, thou fol-

lowest the tract of thine own history into the kingdoms of pro-
vidence, and grace, and beholdest through all, and in all, the

distinguishing mercies with which thy life hath been marked,
the question will arise all around, and in every direction,

" Who
maketh thee to differ from another?" What a mercy to be born
in this land of thy nativity, and not among the .dark places of
the earth, where the name of Jesus was never heard, nor the
sound of the church-going bell invites sinners to salvation !

What a mercy to have had praying parents, who sought bless-

ings for us before we had power to ask for ourselves ! Or, on
the other hand, if sprung from ungodly parents, who never, by
advice or example, led us to the throne of grace, what a mercy,
that, under all such unpromising circumstances, without advice
and without example, ^he word of God, and the ordinances of

Jesus, are dear to us ! Surely the apostle's words enter with a

strength of inquiry under these views, "Who maketh thee to

differ from another
1

?" And, my soul, if now, as from a rising

ground thou lookest back, and tracest " all the way which the

Lord thy God hath brought thee these many years, to humble
thee, and to prove thee* and to show thee what was in thine

heart," thou beholdest thy Lord's gracious dealings with thee,

compared to others ; how many with whom, in thy boyish days,
thou enteredst the field of life together, that are now no mor;
how many that still survive^ but know not the Lord ; how many,
in circumstances far more promising than thine, and yet have
come short of the grace of God ! Views like these, and all the

thousand, and ten thousand incidents connected with them, in-

stead of lifting the mind with pride, are enough to humble the

soul to the dust before God, and melt all the finer affections into

the most heartfelt sense of the apostle's question,
"Who maketh

thee to differ from another?" Jesus! my Lord, behold me at

thy feet ! How shall I dare lift mine eyes to thee, while in the

24
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moment of, recollection pf thy distinguishing mercy towards nae,

I Qall to remembrance my baseness towards thee 1 ', Lord ! is it

possible, that in a life where so much grace hath abounded, pin

should so much abound ? That in every spot where my Gbtl

hath erected a monument of his love, my sinful and ungrateful
heart should have left an inscription o my unworthiness ? What
others feel, I know not: but blessed, for ever blessed, be the

unwearied patience and goodness of my God, that through his

distinguishing grace alone, I am what I am ; and while my soul

desires to refer all and eyery part of divine mercy, in all the de-

partments of nature, providence, and grace, into the Lord's own
free, and rich, and sovereign pleasure, I praise him for having
given me that precious testimony in my soul, which the Lord
himselfsaid should be the consequence, inwrought by his divine

teaching
1 in the heart: " I will establish my covenant with thee,

and thou shalt know that I am the Lord : that thou mayest rer

member and be confounded, and never open thy mouth any more,
because of thy shame, When I am pacified toward thee for all

that thou hast done, saith the Lord God." (Ezekiel xvi. G2, 63.)

And the earth helped the woman. Rev. xii. 16.

How blessed is it to see the hand of the Lord, when no hand
beside can be near to help ! and that when our situation is as

lonely and forlorn as that of the pelican in the wilderness, Jesus

is still near ; and we are never less alone than when alone ! When
the Church brought forth her offspring, and hell stood ready to

devour it, God sheltered it from his jaws. And when he cast

forth a flood to sweep the Church away, the earth helped the

woman, by opening its mouth, and swallowing it up. My soul !

look into thine own circumstances, and trace the Lord's deal-

ings, and thou wilt find a great multitude of corresponding in-

stances. It is from the inattentive minds of the Lord's people,
that mercies so often pass and repass, and they see them not.

There are thousands of them in every believer's life, that he is

as unconscious of as the world are of the sweet-blowing flower
of the desert, which sheds her rich perfumes to the air, and her
beauties to the heath, and hath no beholder. The Lord's deal-

ings with his people, as well in the,kingdom of providence' as
of grace, will form a huge volume to read over in eternity, in

which, like the earth helping the woman, we shall find wonders
to call forth love and praise to God and the Lamb. The timing
of mercies ; the unexpected coming of them ; the instruments by
which they have been brought ; the means by which they have
been accomplished ; and what above all must endear them, the
cause whence they come, the medium through which they flow
in the person of Jesus, and the covenant of redemption in his
blood ; all these bring them home to the heart, with a joy un-

speakable and full of glory, and richly fulfil that precious pro-



ofa coyeiiiaiat God in Christ,
"
Yea, I will-rejoice over them

to do them good; and I will plant them in this ^larid assuredly,
with rhy whole heart, and with my whole soul." (Jereih.-xxxii.' '' '

Should not a people seek unto their God?
, Isaiah viii. 19.

To be -sure
they^

should. My soul! what would become of

thee, in thine exercises, hadst thou not had a God in Christ to fly

to, and a God in Christ to depend upon"? Where wouldstthou
find a bosom to pour all thy griefs into", did not Jesus say to thee,
as to the sorrowful father, concerning his child,

"
Bringhim hither

to meV Thou knowest, dearest Lord, that there are circum-

stances into which I am cast, where none but thyself can help :

and even if help could be derived from man, yet who is there to

whom I could seek with a certaintj' of success ? * My friends,"
saith Job, "have dealt deceitfully, like a brook:" like a brook

which, dried up by the summer heat, disappoints the traveller,

when he most needs supply to slake his thirst. Oh, for grace to

centre'all my desires in thee, and to seek unto thee with all my
- concerns ! Blessed Lord ! let that devout frame of David, in the

wilderness, be the frame of my soul in every wilderness-dispen-
sation, until I shall have passed through the whole of the valley
of Baca, and have attained to the everlasting enjoyment of thee

in heaven !
" O God, thou art my God, early will I seek thee ;

my soul thirsteth for thee, my flesh longeth for thee in a dry and

thirsty land, where no water is.V (Psalm Ixiii. 1.)

For I, saith the Lord, will be unto her a wall of fire

found about, and will be the glory in the midst of her.

Zechariah ii. 5.

Precious promises these, my soul ! and, like all the other pror
mises of our God, are "

yea and amen in Christ Jesus !" Is the

Church, in this wilderness-state, exposed to the ravages of Satan,
who goeth about as a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour?
Then will God be unto her " a wall," and that " of fire," which

(like travellers in the desert, who encircle themselves with' fire

against the attacks of wild beasts by night) will keep her secure

from all approaches. Doth the Church, in her poor circumstances,
need comfort within ? Then will God in Christ be " the glory in

the midst of her." And hence, all around, within and without,
in every direction, and in every way, Jesus will be " the hiding-

place from the storm, and a covert from the tempest; and upon
all the glory shall be a defence." Look up, then, my soul !

What hast thou to fear ? What though the rains beat without,
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. poverty be left 'within; he ^at'it* '/the \viall of fire" caii

iivever be extinguished, and he Ifiat is " the glory in the midst"

will still shine upon thee, and fully satisfy all thy need. Pre-

cious Lord Jesus! while thou art my defence, what host of foes

can" I fear? And while thou art my glory, surely I shall never

consider my own humble circumstances. I will therefore sa'y,

with an
7

exercised believer of old,
" At what time I am afraid, I

will trust in thee!" (Psalm Ivi. 3.) To whom shall a child

run, but to his father, in a season of..distress ? And to whom
shall a poor ransomed soul of Jesus look, but to his Redeemer ?

And he will be both a shield and sun, "when the blast of the

terrible ones is as a storm against a wall." Sweet thought to

'.'Irtish -the soul asleep! And thou, my soul, take it with thee to

thy bed, this night: Jesus is unto thee as "a wall of fire

found about ;" and he that is in the midst of thee is "
thy God,

thy glory!"
'

.

Jesus wearied with his journey. John iv. 6.

My soul! art thou wearied with the labours of the day, and

glad that the evening of rest is come "? Look unto thy Lord !

Behold Jesus wearied with his journey ! As part of the curse,

this, among other consequences, seized upon the Lord of life and'

glory from the moment he became flesh : "In all things, it be-

hoved him to be made like unto his brethren." All the sinful

frailties and infirmities of our poor nature ; all the calamities to

which human life is exposed, in the thorns and thistles which
the earth is made to bring forth to man, and the dust of death,
into which, as Jesus spake by the spirit of prophecy, he knew
Jehovah would bring him. (Psalm xxii. 15.) These were the

very conditions to which the Redeemer subjected himself, in

the days of his'flesh, when " he was made sin for us who knew
no sin, that we might be made the righteousness of God in

him :" and hence his whole life was a life of weariness, sor-

rows, and affliction. And he not only felt in himself the com-
mon wants, and was exposed to the common miseries of nature,

but, living as in an hospital of wo, amidst the sick and wound-
ed, he participated in every groan he heard, and, as the pro-
phet spake of him, " himself bare our sickness and carried our

sorrows." And what can bring relief to the prilgrimage-tears
of the redeemed, or so sweetly soothe the wearied frames of his

people, both in body and soul, as looking unto Jesus 1 Pre-
cious Lord ! Do I see thee wearied with thy journey ; and shall
I repine at mine 1 Hadst thou not where to lay thine head ; and
shall I feel hurt if the wor\d refuse me a! lodging1 Was the

Son of God, though rich, yet condescending to be poor; and,

though the Lord of life and glory, yet "a man of sorrows, and

acquainted with grief;" subjecting himself to hunger, and thirst,

and weariness, and affliction; tempted, and buffeted and de-
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jjpised ; yea, .** a worm, and no man, a reproach pf men^ and the

putcast of the.people1" Oh, Lord! how sweetly accommodating
is jthy blessed example to all, the tried and tiying circumstances

<ollfe! A Grant hie, dear Lordvas oft as sorrow, weariness, dis-

t, and any of the afflicting dispensations incident to

human life come upon me, grant me to be looking unto thee ;

and I would say,
" Jesus was wearied with his journey !" .

For D.emas hath forsaken me, having loved .this pre-
sent world.- 2 Tim. iv. 10.

Was this the same D&nas ofwhom the apostle spake ? (Colos.
iv. 14.) I should hope not. But if it was, it becomes no prppf
pf adman's falling from grace. The apostle nowhere speaks of

this man as being a partaker of grace. And a man cannot fall

from grace, who never possessed grace. Professors there may be,
who follow the means of grace, as Demas followed Paul ; but the

world, as in his instance, is still in their heart. But, my soul,

what the apostle hath said of him, may well serve for an instruc-

tion to thee. If Jesus, and the love of Jesus, with all his sweet-

ness, beauty, suitableness, and delight, be come into thine heart,
then will the love of this present world be gone out. Both can-

not dwell nor jive together in the same heart. A believer in

Christ Jesus will carry with him his affection to Jesus even into

the world, wherever the business or duties of life, in the honest

maintenance of himself and family, necessarily call him. Is he
constrained to go to the market-place, or engaged in the labours

of his hands at home, still the savour of Jesus's name is upon
his soul ; and fellowship with heaven is carried, on, while inter-

course with the earth and earthly things engage his hands.
" Holiness unto the Lord shall be upon the bells of the horses."

(Zech. xiv. 20.) That is, every thing shall carry with it a.memo-
randum for the sanctified use of all providences. When a soul

hath once made Jesus his portion, his desires are to see Jesus in

every thing, and to enjoy Jesus in every thing: and to say^ with
one of old,

" Nevertheless I am continually with thee; thou hast
hblden me by my right hand." (Psalm Ixxiii. 23.) .My soul!
what saith thine experience to this statement! If, Demas-like,
thpu loyest this present world, thine enjoyments, even in religion,
wjll rise or fall, an^ be as the world countenanceth or frowneth

upon it, like those springs of water which have a subterraneous

communication with the sea : if the tide flow, they rise high ; if

the tide be at ebb, they will ebb also. But if Jesus, the living
water, be the source and fountain of all thy love and enjoyments,
the tides of this world will have no effect upon the streams of

thy delight; "the water" which Jesus hath given thee, "will
. be in thee a well of water springing up to everlasting life !"

24*
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Thau art more glorious and excellent than the moun-
tains of prey. Psalm Ixxvi. 4.

"

-

My soul ! the more thou turnest over the word of God in in-

quiriesrafter thy beloved, the more wilt thou be a^tomsl)edat.t|i^
relation given of him in his excellency and glory. By every
thing that can represent tfie adorable Redeemer, in his beauty;
loveliness, grace, fulness, and all-sufficiency, whether considered
in his absolute, his comparative, his relative, or his official glory,
or in his glory as the head of his body, the Church, the ful-

ness of him that filleth all in all, thou art constrained, with the

Church, to cry out at every view :
" Yea, he is altogether love-

ly; the chiefest among ten thousand." There is somewhat

particularly striking to this amount in this verse for thine even?

ing portion: "Thou art more glorious and excellent than the

mountains of prey." Yes ! it must be so ; for when the soul

hath found Jesus, like the merchant-man seeking goodly pearls,

having found this One of immense and incalculable value, the

soul gladly parts with every thing beside, to attain it. Hence,
one of old, having got possession of Jesus, cries out, with holy
joy and rapture, "I rejoice at thy word as one that findeth great

spoil." (Psalm cxix. 162.) In life men become mountains of

prey to one another; and too frequently find, to their sorrow,
that /the pursuit and cfyase is folly, and the end of the game,
vanity and vexation of spirit. But in following thee, thou

blessed Jesus, every renewed discovery of thee is glorious, and

every new attainment most excellent indeed. In thy person,
offices, character, relations, thou art most glorious and excellent.

Thou art a glorious Redeemer ; a glorious^ head of thy Church
and people; a glorious husband, brother, friend; a glorious

prophet, priest, and king, in thy Zion. And when I behold thee

in all these relative excellencies, and can and do know thee, and

enjoy thee, and call thee mine, under every one of them, surely
I may well take up the language of this sweet scripture, and say,
"Thou art more glorious and excellent than the mountains of

prey !"

Yet they seek me daily, and delight to know my
ways, as a nation that did righteousness, and forsook

not the ordinance of their God : they ask of me the or-

dinances of justice : they take delight in approaching
to God.- Isaiah }vi\i. 2.

My soul ! when $hou readest a scripture like this, which, as far

as the outward observance of religion goes, seems to carry a fair

face, and concerning those who came upto this standard, the world
calls them very good sort of people; but concerning them the

Lord speaks most awfully. Persons of this complexion clo not
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venture to say -that :they hope to ; be found before Gpd. without

sin; for they will tell you, that they know "we have all sinnedl

and come short of God's glory :" but their faith is, that for their

s|ps they have endeavoured' to repent, and .made amends ; and

t|(ey: hope Christ will make up the deficiency. They have not

been as many others ; and in point of doing, they have done a

great deal more : so that if they do not go to heaven, they know
riotwho will. As to ordinances, as this scripture represents, they
profess. to seek the Lord daily, as a nation that does righteous-
ness, and that takes delight in approaching to God. " Wherefore
have we fasted, say they, and thou seest not

1

? Wherefore have
we afflicted our soul, and thou takest no knowledge 1" Mark, my
.'soul, the awful feature of such characters, and behold what is the

lead ing principle in the religion* of those who are not openly pro-
fane. Here are no cries for sin, no concern for the sufferings of

Jesus; no inquiries for redemption in his blood; neither any
heartfelt acquaintance with the teachings and humblings of the

soul by the Holy Ghost. Doth God bid his sent servants to cry
aloud, and spare not, in showing "his people" their transgres-
sions, and " the house of Jacob" their sins 1 And can such as
these be found righteous in his sight 1 Oh ! for the warning
voice, to bid them flee from the wrath to come! Had I the

power of persuasion, I should say, "My poor, deluded, self-right-
eous brother ! rouse from this carnal security and vain confidence.

If salvation be of works, then is it no more of faith. And if any
thing but the blood of Christ can cleanse from sin, or any thing
but the righteousness of Christ justify the sinner, then must all

the threatenings of the gospel be void, and all the promises be
altered." Blessed be the Lord that teacheth thee^ my soul, to

profit, and hath fully, finally, and completely established thee in

,th is decisive truth, that "there is salvation in no other but in

Jesus only : neither is there any other name under heaven given
among men, whereby we must be saved."

I must work the works of him that sent me, while

it is day: the night cometh, when no man can work.
John ix. 4.

Pause, my soul, over this sweet scripture, and these sweet
words of thy Lord ! Look at Jesus, even thy Jesus, who, in the

services'of mediator, as God's servant, had work to do in his day,
as thou hast in thine. And oh ! what a day was his ! Every por-
tion of it filled with good ! Now, my soul, the night of this pre-
sent day is come; and the night ofthe whole day ofthy lifeupon
earth will shortly follow ;

it may be this very night : for nearly
as the month is ended, thy life may end before it : and if not this

Very night, it cannot be far off, and may be near indeed. How
:then stands thy great account? Take down thy memorandums,
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as merchants do their ledger at certain seasons to ascertain their

stocks Hath Jesus filled uj) every page ? Hast thou the severkl

items of his grace, arid Idve, arid bounty? Canst thou tell of Hun

fhatserit <Aee into the wbr^ld, as he saitn his Father sent hijrii
1

{John xvii. 18.) Canst thou call to mind, from the first Beth$l-
visit of his love to the present hour, how he hath borne thee, and
carried thee as on eagles' wings? Arid though it would tire the

arm of an angel to writedown the vast account ofhis mercy arid

grace, and in thy poor forgetful heart, thousands, and ten

thousands of instances have passed away, like traces on the wa-
ter, and thou canst remember them no more, yet in looking back

upon the whole, canst thou say, "Jesus is mine, and I am his?"

Oh ! the unspeakable felicity of thy summing up months, and

days, and years, when the night" cometh that no man can work.
Precious Lord Jesus! thou hast indeed done all/or me, and

wrought all in me ; thou hast made, and thou dost bear. It is

thou that formed me from the womb, and now hast made me in

thyself : thou Jiast redeemed me, and washed me from my sins

in thy blood ; borne with me in all my unworthiness, and carr

ried me in all my sorrows ! Into thy gracious hands, Lord, I

desire to fall this night, and every night, and in the night of

death ; under the blessed assurance, that " when my heart shall

faint, and my strength shall fail, thou wilt be the strength of

my heart and my portion for ever." Amen.

OCTOBER.

Although the fig-tree shall not blossom, neither

shall fruit be in the vines, the labour of the olive shall

fail, and the field shall yield no meat, the flocks shall

be cut off from the fold, and there shall be no herd in

the stalls; yet will I rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in

the God of my salvation lHabakkuk iii. 17, 18.

See, my soul, in the prophet's example, the blessedness of

living above creature enjoyments, by living upon Creator fulness.

Here is a sun, which never goes down! Here is a fountain,
whose streams can never dry up ! He that lives upon creature ex-

cellency, will want both food and comfort when that excellency
dies, for they must die with it, when the period of its flourishing
is over. But the soul that draws all from Jesus, the God of his

salvation, will have Jesus and his salvation to live upon, and to

be an everlasting source, when nature, in alUts varieties, ceases
to supply. My soul ! what are thy resources for a day of famine ?

Canst thou join issue with the prophet? If blasting, or mildew,
or frost, shall nip the fig"tree of its blossom ; if both the vine and
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j
if the staffxif life, as wett as the ^wefcts tf

Ijfij, should all be gone ; hast thbu Jesus to live upon ;

'

caiist

ittipu rejoice in liim, when thereas nothing else left to rejoiceiip ;

an^ call him thine, and the God 'of .thy salvation^ when none will

own thee, and thpii hast none beside him to own I They say that

niusic upon the waters always sounds best. Be this so or not,

jyei the melody of the soul is certainly sweetest when nature is

put of tune, and the believer can take his harp from the willow
and sing aloud on the tribulated' waters of sorrow, to the God of
his salvation. Arid this is a song never out of season, but ofpe-
culiar joy in the note, when from a new strung heart, the believer

sings it of the God of his salvation, and addresses it to the God
of his salvation. Blessed Lord Jesus! give me grace, like the

.prophet, so to sing and so to triumph, that since, lose what I

may, I cannot lose thee, while thy creature comforts remain, I

may enjoy them, from enjoying thee in them : and when all are

taken away, still having thee for my portion, may I sing aloud
with the prophet, though all earthly enjoyments cease,."! will

still rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God ofmy salvation."

And when they had nothing to pay, he frankly for-

gave them both. Luke vii. 42.

My soul! nothing can be more grateful and commendatory
to the state of thine insolvency, than the recollection of what thy
God and Saviour hath taught in this beautiful parable ; that the

debtor of five hundred pence, and the debtor of fifty, being both

equally incapable of discharging the respective claims upon them,
are equally considered as objects of mercy, and are therefore

both alike forgiven. And this, indeed, is the distinguishing pro-

perty of grace. It is totally distinct from merit; yea, in direct

opposition to it. Hadst thou the least pretensions to divine'fa-

vour, or couldstthou have put forth the least helping hand to-

wards thine own salvation ; grace then would have been no more

grace. The frank forgiveness of all debt, carries ~with it the

plainest testimony of man's total helplessness, and the sovereign
freedom of divine love. And hence, when the sinner, of every de-

scription and character, is brought into this glorious privilege of

redemption, the whole result is " to the praise of the glory of

his grace, who hath made us accepted in the beloved." What a

beautiful and interesting view is this of the gospel of Jesus! It

is full, and free, and suited to every case, and answering to the

state arid circumstances of every poor sinner. For as all have
sinned and come short of God's glory, so all, being -unable to

make the smallest restitution, are equally objects suited to di-.

vine mercy ; and whatever other causes operate, certain it is,

that the greatness or smallness of the debt, in a state of total

insolvency, becomes no bar to pardon. So runs the charter of
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grace, and the proclamation from the court of heaven. ;-!Lei;jaU
tfrat are poor, and insolvent, and helpless, andiconscious of their

jgst; state, come alike to the footstool of the rnercy-seat. The
Son of God will have his court Surrounded with such ; and

every one to whom his free salvation is welcome, that poor
creature, be his circumstances what they may, shall be welcome
to take it; whether him that oweth ten thousand talents, or

whether him that oweth fifty; having nothing, either of them,
to pay, the Lord frankly forgives both ! Oh! the unsearchable
riches of grace ! Thinks be unto God for his, unspeakable gift!

For a testament is of force after men are dead
;
other-

wise it is of no strength at all whilst the testator liveth,

Heb. ix. 17.

Precious Lord Jesus ! and was it needful that thou shouldst

die, that the rich legacies of thy will might be paid thy children,
and thy spouse, the Church? Was the testament in thy blood
of no force until thou hadst finished redemption by expiring on
the cross 1 And hast thou now confirmed the whole, by this gra-
cious act of thine, when dying *' the just for the unjust, to bring
us to God!" Sit down, my soul, this evening, and ponder over
the unequalled love of thy dear Redeemer. Jesus died, and

thereby gave validity and efficacy to his will. Now, therefore,
it is of force. Now the large estate of an inheritance, incorrupt-
ible and undefiled, and which fadeth not away, which Jesus
hath purchased by his blood, is eternally and everlastingly
secured. Yea, the will hath, since his death, been proved in

the court of heaven, and Jesus is gone thither to see every lega-

cy paid; yea, Jesus becomes the executor and administrator of
the whole, and ever liveth for this express purpose. So that it is

impossible for any of his poor relations, and their claims by him,
ever to be forgotten or overlooked. Pause overt his view of this

most interesting subject. Shall the great ones of the earth, the

rich and the mighty, be so anxious over their legacies from one an-

other, as never to lose an estate for want of inquiry, when their

3ich relations die ; and wilt not thou, my soul, now thy rich Re-
cation is dead, and liveth again, and hath left thee the most
blessed of all inheritances, wilt not thou seek after it, and be
anxious for the full possession of it ? Dost thou know thyself to

be indeed a part of Christ's body,'the Church, the Lamb's wife,
and by adoption and grace, a child of God, and a joint-heir with
Christ ; and wilt thou not see that thy legacy be fully paid ?

Surely thou hast already taken out a probate of thy Lord's will

from the chancery of heaven, the book of life, and therefore

mayest well look for all the testamentary effects. Precious Lord
Jesus ! I hear thee speak, and well do I remember the words :

< Peace I leave with you ; my peace I give unto you ; not as the



OCTJOBJER4. 2,87

world giveth, give I unto you !" Oh ! the unspeakable mercy
ofjeing thus related to the Lord Jesus Christ! by which, rriy

soul, thou hast every legacy needful for thy present peace paid
in'part; and the whole reversionary interest of that immense
estate in heaven shall be fully paid when thon comest of. age,"
and thou shalt enter upon tha possession of it, in the presence
of thy Lord, and sit down with him in the everlasting enjoy-
ment of it, for ever !

Man did eat angels' food. Psalm Ixxviii. 25.

Yes, so he did, when the Lord rained down manna upon the

people in the wilderness. But, my soul, what hast thou eaten,

npw thou hast been at the table of thy Lord ? What did Jesus
there entertain thee with 1 " Wonder, O heavens, and be asto-

nished, O earth !" Thou hast feasted upon the body and blood
of Christ ! and this is food which angels never ate, neither was
suc'h a feast ever prepared for them. Pause over this blessed

subject, for it is enough to call up the wonder, praise, and love,
of all thine intellectual faculties for ever ! When man fell, the

earth was made to bring forth thorns and thistles; this was all

the inheritance then left us ; man was to eat bread in the sweat
of the brow. But Jesus interposeth, and removes the curse, in

being made
" a curse for us." The curse being removed by him

and his cross, the earth is made to bring forth its blessings, and
" wine that maketh glad the heart of man, and oil to make his

face to shine, and bread which strengthened man's heart." But
after this, who should have thought, yea, what imagination could

have conceived an idea so wonderful and surpassingly rich

in,mercy, that Jesus should become the bread of life, and the

water of life to his people ; and feed them, as an heavenly peli-

can, with his own blood ! Think, my soul, of thy privileges ;

thou art unworthy of the most common blessings of thine own
table, which thy Lord hath provided ; and yet Jesus feasts thee

witluthe choicest blessings of his. Thou hast merited nothing
but "the cup of trembling ;" but Jesus giveth thee "the cup of

salvation." Thou art unworthy to gather up the crumbs that

fall from thy Lord's table ; but Jesus seats thee at his table with

himself, and bids thee eat and drink, yea, drink abundantly, O
beloved. Lord, I fall down under the deepest self-abasement at

the recollection of thy grace and my undeservings. Oh ! thou

precious, precious Jesus ! this is not angels' food indeed, but
above angels' food; yea, divine food; thy body and blood !

"Lord, evermore give me this-bread!"
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They made me keeper of the vineyards, but mine own

vineyard have I not kept.-^^ i. 6.
" "

My soul ! now the day is over, sit down, and look back on the

employments of it. What a day hath- it been 1 What portion of *

it hath been engaged in the service of thy Lord, and in the im-

provement of thy soul V How wholly occupied in the busy and'

imperious demands of the world, the care of the body, and in

procuring the bread that perisheth ! Surely the complaint of the

Church is thine also. Keeper of the vineyards of others, thine

own goeth to waste! And of what avail, in the path of grace,

if, though occupied by a thousand things in the aid of others, thou
art making no progress in the heavenly road by thine own soul?

Are not the peace of thy life, and the glorious expectation of a

better, to be advanced in the knowledge and enjoyment of Jesus ?

If I lose sight of thee, thou dear Emmanuel ; if the lively actings
of faith upon thee be remitted, will the recollection of attention

to others give assurance or comfort! If I lose all that sweet

personal communion and fellowship with thee, which is the yery
life of the soul, and receive none of thy private visits, what sig-
nifies the best and most successful public usefulness in thy
Church, and among thy people"? I do indeed rejoice to say or

do any thing which may minister to others in the knowledge of

my Lord ; but, God forbid, that, like the post to the traveller, I

be found merely to direct, but never move a step myself. Rather,
blessed Jesus, be it my portion to be like the star to the wise

men, which not only lighted to Christ, but went with them, and
before them, until it came and stood over where the young child

was. 'Oh! then, with the Church, under the same complaint,
-

let me cry out, as she did: "Tell me, O thou whom my soul

loveth, where thou feedest ; where thou rnakest thy flock to rest

at noon : for why should I be as one that turneth aside by the

flocks of thy companions !"

By faith, Joseph, when he died, made mention of the

departing of the children of Israel
;
and gave command-

ment concerning his bones. Heb. xi. 22.

See, my soul, the triumphs of faith in this lively instance of
the patriarch Joseph ! How many have I known, who, though
they have given up their souls, with full assurance of faith, into

the hands of Jesus, conscious of an interest in him, and of re-

demption in his blood, have nevertheless, felt fears and alarms
for the moment in which the soul separates from the body, and
have wanted faith "

concerning their bones ?" Look at the pa-
triarch when dying, and learn from him whence to derive strength
and comfort for every emergency, and for every concern. " By
faith :" is the one universal charm. Jesus is in every thing, and
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^|>7f every thing the Believer can possiblyneed, or require^ajl the

'w
tay home ; in death, as in life ; concerning- the bonesfoi con-

^thitfgHhe soul.1* In'-him the soul goes forth -boldly
frbm the

bKdy^at'the hbu'r of- death ; and' in hinfthe body hs' safely* andT

s&cufely fepogeth in the grave. The" believer hears, or may Heaj,
the^volee^of Jesus/in terms like those he spake" to Jacolr: '"Fear
ritft to go down into Egypt ; I will go down with thee :" so' Je-

siili speaks to his people : "Fear not to go down intbthe graves;:

^wlll ^p down With thee !" Hence , by faith, like;the j^tria&lk
the-lieliever feels a holy confidence in Jesus concerninghihpnesv,;
And:-who eari^feel concerri> when; by ifaith, all is

cojrtimitt||'joni^
Jesufe ? Who would fear concerning their bones, if Jesus-make
the grayeV arid- appoint the sepulchre where and when;

tlie^
ar&

to be deposited ; yea^ inters the remains j visits -iSnd watches over
the^dust of his saints with more carie than the goldsmith dpthtthe

golden
1

particles, which he suffereth not the least air to blp^;
away ? \Precious Jesus ! be it my portion, like Joseph, when

dyifi^'to have the sanie^lively actings of faith as he had i-0e^^
(and sure I^am, h^s had not greater cause for the full exercise^of

thWprinciple than believers now,) and may I then. enjoy \yithi

e|ualf'-y:eai
:

-'witK-iricreising strength, ,

this bless'ed assurance int

thee|and by the same faith that hath carried me thrOug^'man^
snaro -trials in the past; be carried through this last and trying
cbftflrct;; Lord ! let me die as I have lived, believing; 'yeaHri-';:

untphitig in believing. And when the earth gives way under

myfeetyand every object of sense is sinking 1so, then may niy

sMP^o forth as the jewel from the casket, in all the joy:v^hic|i
a iBbulirt' Christ must find ; and in the last act of the holy' tiri-

urttph of faith, leave all with thee "
concerning my

For the vision is yet for an appointed time, but at the

end it shall speak, and not lie : though it tarry, >yait for;

it, .because it will surely come, it will not tarry.

i a :
-

...... Habakkuk ii. 3.

My soul ! there is always a set time to favour Zibri. It may
not be so early as we could wish; it may not come at the time
we lobk

v

:for it ; yea, it may be deferred until our impatience hatK

giVen byer the .very expectation of it ; nevertheless,
" it will surely

'

coiiae'f 'it' will not tarry." We are like children, whoi wish* to^

gaWe^'the fruit before it is ripe ; but there is no haste with ObaT
He stbpsv until the mercy, intended to be given us, is fully p

r

re-

parled, aind. our souls as ready to receive it. And what endears;

thfe^er^y;(be it what it may) yet more, is, thatfrom everlasting
it %tK Keen Appointed.

" The visionns for an appointed 'tiin0.^':

Sb^h^tfhow^y^r tedious it may seem in coming, it wilinieitHeir

gb^a lifbment beyond the appointment, nor come a moment be-
fore : and when it arrives, it will explain wherefore it came riot

25
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tfby<- showing how smtefl and' seasonable it ia

g.- My;soul ! let this sweet scripturejbe

thy viedollection, tb htelp thee on in seasons of

^appointments are sure : never shalji his people be disappotnt^diin

^emynor of them ; come they will, and at; the very hour., .(Israel

was to be a certain time in Egypt ; when that time was. accom-

.pliehed we are told, "the self-same night the Lord brought them
put, with their armies." Exactly the same in Babylon, and ex-

actly the same deliverance. So, my soul ! in all thine exercises,
the hour is marked : "the vision is for an appointed time."

Though it tarry much beyond thy expectations, it cannot tarry

beyond the Lord's appointment. On ! for grace, upon every
occasion, to follow the advice of David: " Wait on the Lord,
be of good courage, and he shall strengthen thine heart: wait,
I say, on the Lord." (Psalm xxvii. 14.)

The house of the Rechabites. Jeremiah xxxvv ;'2/
s

J

My soul ! as the prophet had his commission from the Lord,
to go unto the house of the Rechabites, and the Holy Ghost hath
been pleased to have the event of the visit recorded, do thouigo
down to it also, and see what instructions thou canst gather there,
-under his gracious teachings, for thine evening meditation^- The
house of the Rechabites drank no wine. And was not this tojn-
timate the law of the Nazarites ? Surely there was an allusion,
in this prohibition, to the one glorious Nazarite, even Jesus !

.The Rechabiles had no fixed dwelling-piace, but lived in movable
;tents ! and believers in Jesus, like their Lord himself, have ** here

no abiding city, but are seeking one to come." Hence, when the

king of Babylon came into the land where the Rechabites had ;no
fixed abode, they had no attachment to the place, and therefore

the more readily took their departure. Such, my soul, will,be
the case with thee, in the land where thou art but a stranger,if,
as a stranger and a pilgrim,

" thou abstain from fleshly lusts,

which war against the soul ; and set thine affections upon things
above, and not on things of the earth !" Oh! Jiow truly blessed
to have no ties, no clogs, no impediments, to fasten down the

soul ; but " when the Assyrian cometh up into the land, this man,
this" God-man, Christ Jesus, ^ is our peace." (Micah v. 5.) My
soul ! ponder well this sweet view of the

;houseof the Rechabites^

and mark the Lord's observation concerning them : Theyobeyed
Jonadab their father, in all'their abstinence and movements. -The

precept for this obedience, it should seem, was but once, giVen,
arid the motive to it had no reward, either in dwelling-placeahere
ror hereafter. But with thee, my soul, all that thy God rand
Father hath enjoined thee concerning his deacon, he hath^agajn
and again held forth ; as he saith himself, ^

rising eatly?;ancl

speaking, he hath sent all his servants, the prophets," as if en?
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treating aWatterjjtion;

f^oiyprlastih^happiness*
i Oh ! how .truly

;hbuse of the -Rfic^aitVes, to sit loose and detached from earth arid

fea'fcthlythingsi and, to be viewing Jesus in all, and enjoying Jesus

Wall. (Jo my soul, go down frequently to the house of t|ie

Mechabites, that there the Lord may cause thee to hear his word !

./But we are bound to give thanks alway to- God for

^ brethren, beloved of the Lord, because God hath

from the beginning chosen you to salvation, through
sandtification of the Spirit, and belief of the truth.

^';;, 2 Thes.ii. 13.

Some of the sweetest enjoyments in grace, are thefreeness and
undeserved nature of that grace towards the happy objects of its

distinguishing favour : and as the first and ultimate design ofall,

for ^yhich grace is given, is the glory of Jehovah ; so the promo-
tion of that glory, in the redemption and sanctification of the

Church of Jesus, is the means and end. Now, my soul, sit down
this evening, and mark well, in the blessed effects wrought in
thine own heart, what the apostle hath here said, that iHAow,art

"

chosen, it must have been from the beginning thou art chosen to

salvation, through sanctification of the Spirit, and belief of the

truth. Pause, and ask thyself: Art thou chosen "? Hath this

sovereign act of grace passed upon thee ? How shall I know ?

Book at the effects. Art thou humbled to the very dust before

'Xarodv under the impression of the distinguishing nature of it ?>

Btost thou know, dost thou feel, dost thou stand as one most fully.

c6nviricedj that the eternal choice of thee was not for aught
wherein thou differedst from others, but wholly ofthe Lord's own
free and sovereign grace ? And in the review that such love was.
shown to thee,when meriting it no more than others ; ,yea, when
meriting wrath, instead of receiving grace, as much as others,
dost thou lie yet lower in thedust on this account 1 And in pro-

portion to the astonishing goodness of the Lord, do thine own-
conscious undeservirigs make thee continually yet more ac-

quainted with thine own vileness? And as the views of grace:
rise? higher, does the sense of sin make thee fall lower ; that

where " sin hath abounded, grace should much more abound !'.'

Look at the subject under another point of view, to the same con-

clusion : As the consciousness of being chosen, from the begin-,

nirig, to salvation, through the sanctification ofthe Spirit, becomes
the 5

highest-and strongest of all possible motives, to hide pride
fromithe eyes, and to lay the sou) down in the deepest self-abase-

ment before God, so in the same'breast, and from the same .source,

thr^ughjthe sanctification of the Spirit, there will be a most ar-

dent affection towards the gracious author of such distinguishing

mercy !- Say then, my soul! should Jesus put the question to



as tie did to; Peter] 'byest thdu 'me
dBuldstth oil appeal to him;wlio reads hearts;

l^e iii tfii lie neart^ because he ;himselfhad put'it^ther^f
over- this great volume of inquiry, and follow up the

r

.queiBtior5^iiif

ti(eriiimberless methods by which it might be sbiight^and;dii
f

covered. And, to add no more, if to those two great branehlsV
under which God from the beginning makes choice of all the
-beloved of the Lord, through sanctification of the Spirit, thou
canst add a satisfactory conclusion, in a third instance also of

sovereign power ; and discover that since God called thee by;
his grace, and revealed his Son in thee, thou hast been confer^

ring less and less " with flesh and blood," and by the Spirit
hast been'" mortifying the deeds of the body, and crucifying trie'

flesh, with its affections and lusts ;" oh ! what cause wilt thou
find also for holy joy in the distinguishing grace of God, and to

cry out with the apostle,
** I am crucified with Christ :" and,

"I am bound to give thanks alway to God, because from; the

beginning he hath chosen me to salvation, through the sanctifi-'

cation of the Spirit, and belief of the truth !"

As obedient children, not fashioning yourselves, ac-

cording to the former lusts, in your ignorance.
1 Peter L

There is somewhat very striking in these words of the apostle;
and they certainly mean more than not being found in actual

transgression. The veryfashion of a new-born child of God Ts

supposed to distinguish his obedience ; and his whole appearance^
As well as his whole conduct, marks that the former lusts of -his

ignorant state, when unregenerated, are done away. And though
the believer is not called upon to a singularity of dress or apparel*

yet a singularity against customs leading to the confines of sirr*

and unsuited to the manners of a soul walking with Jesus, should

certainly distinguish the Redeemer's people. It was said, as one

among the characters by which they should be known, that ":

they
should dwell alone, and should not be reckoned among the

nations." (Numb, xxiii. 9.) And surely a total diversity, of cha-

racter, pursuit, and conduct, ought to distinguish them from the

world. For, even among men, different nations have their diver-

sity of character and occupation; and if there be a subject 4f
contention between them, the ports and garrisons of one kingdom
are shut against the admission of the people of another ; there

will be a total disconformity in tluis case, and nothing of harmony
between them. My soul! see to it, that thy path and walk; of

Hie bear not the fashion of the world . Thou hast given thyjiarne
tintoJesus: his thou art, and the subject of his kingdom"; $>rp-

to be guided by another Spirit, directed by ariotHer rule,
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^ljp$ b^anotjiej faith, and Iqojking forward to another jworld,
,.SejB* t^n, that eygry thing irtanj about thee marjc this charaictier

'^Jesiis'8.pilgriiri., Let tfoyjdressJbe the robe ofJGBUS^S righiW

e^ousness, } thine armour, the sword of the Spirit} thy cbrivers^
turn always

" such as becometh the gospel of Christ." And as

.the .Redeemer, long before he came, by the. spirit of prophecy,
pointed out the singularity of himselfand followers,

" as for signs
and wonders in Israel" (Isaiah viii. 18) ; so let the character be

thine, as ." Joshua and his fellows, men wondered at." (Zech.
iii. 8.) :

Precious Jesus ! keep me always near thyself, and let

my soul be always exercising a holy jealousy over all the parts
of my conduct. Lord, I would pray, that wherever I .am, or

however engaged, all who behold me may know that "I have

been with Jesus !"

And the king said unto Esther at the banquet of wine,
What is thy petition ? and it shall be granted thee : And
what is thy request ? even to the half of the kingdom it

shall be performed. Esther v. 6.

My soul ! thou hast lately been.at the banquet of wine indeed,
even of the Redeemer's blood, which Jesus holds at his table ;

and didst thpu not behold the numberless petitioners who attend-

ed there with thyself? Surely, if the Persian king made so ge-
nerous an offer to Esther, to perform her petition, be it what it

might, to the half of his kingdom, thy Jesus, thy heavenly King,
with whom are all the treasures, and the unsearchable riches of

grace and glory, did not suffer a poor humble petitioner to go
empty away. Tell me, ye that attended there, did ye not find

the King most gracious ] How went the matter with you 1 I

pray you tell me. Did the poor man find Jesus indeed rich;
and did the trembling sinner, under the apprehension of wrath,

4nd himself delivered by him "from the wrath to cornel"

Surely, Jesus had a suited mercy for every case. And, sure I

am, that the heart that was prompted by his grace to look to him,
the eye and. heart of Jesus, were looking with mercy upon that

poor sinner. Oh .! what gifts, what graces, what pardons, doth

every renewed" banquet of Jesus scatter among the people ! At
his table the doors are thrown open, and nothing is needed to

ensure welcome, but a sense of need and a hungering to partake.
How often, my soul, hast thou seen the people made joyful in

the Lord's house of prayer, and returning, as they did after the

feast of the dedication of Solomon's temple, to their tents, "joy-
ful and glad in heart 1" Yea, how often hast thou returned thy-
self, and left all thy sorrows, sins, and wants behind thee, when
the IKing, hath held forth his sceptre of grace, and given thee

faith'.to touch it !''. Come, ye polluted, poor, exercised, distressed
'" ' '

25*
" '

'

'

'
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V backsliding ^eopl^
hbld$ a ;

feast, and every case and every need* he canV;an*l

willsupply. Let but a sense of need be inwrought by the' bless-

ed Spirit in the heart, aridf the language of our Jesus is to $iis

amount: "What is thy petition, and what is thy request? anxl

it shall be granted thee."

The day-dawn and the day-star. % Peter i. 19.
i

And what is " the day-dawn, and day-star," arising in the
hearts of God's people, but Jesus,

" the day-spring from on high,
visiting us ?" Is not Jesus " the bright and morning star, the

light and the life of men ?" Yea, is he not " the sun of right-
eousness arising with healing in his wings?" And when he
ariseth on our benighted minds, may he not be called "the day-
dawn, and the day-star!" Pause, my soul, over the sweet

thought! It was all darkness in the creation of God, untiUesus
arose. And his coming was as the breaking'fortrf of the morn-

ing, the sure harbinger of day. Indeed, Jesus was " the day-
dawn, and the day-star," in the light of redemption, before the

world was formed : for in the council of peace, as man's light
and salvation, he came up, at the call of God, from all eternity.
And in time, during all his eventful ministry upon earth,.was
not Jesus " a light to lighten the Gentiles, and to be the glory
of his people Israel ?" And what is Jesus now, but the "

day-
dawn, and day-star" of all the promises ? Until we see Christ
in them, they are nothing. It is he that makes them all "yea
and amen ;" and is " the day-dawn and day-star" of all dispen-
sations. His word, his providences, his grace, his ordinances;
all are dark, until Jesus ariseth, as " the day-dawn, and day-
star," to enlighten them. When he shines in upon them,
then are they blessed and clear. When he withdraws his light,
not one of them can be read. And what is the "

day-dawn, and

day-star," in the hearts of his people, converting
1 them from

darkness to light, and from the power of sin and Satan to the

living God, but Jesus shining by his Holy Spirit within, and

bringing them to the knowledge, love, and enjoyment of him-
self? Say, my soul, what was the day, the ever-blessed, ever-

v

to-be-remembered day, when God, who commanded the light to

shine out of darkness, shined in upon thine heart ; and Jesus,
" the day-dawn, and the day-star," arose, to give thee " the light
of the knowledge of the glory of the Lord, in the face of Jesus

Christ?" Hail, thou glorious light and life of my soul ! Oh !

continue thy sweet influences, morning by morning, and in the

day-dawn, and evening-star of thy grace ; until, after many dark

dispensations, and wintry days of my blindness, ignorance, and
senseless state, in which thou wilt renew me, in the precious
discoveries of thy love, I am carried through all the twilight of
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this'poofr dying state of things* below : for then shall lawakftip

t0?lheffull enjoyment of thyself in glory, tp>ee thee in one full

opeh'day, and to be made like unto thee in thy kingdom of lignt,
arid life, and happiness, for ever and ever. . .~

I am doing a great work, so that I cannot corae down :

why should the work cease, whilst I leave it and come
down to you ? JVehem. yi. 3.

k

My soul! a very blessed instruction is held forth to thee, in

these words, . Nehemiah met with sad interruptions in his ser-

vice, while building the Lord's house. Various were the attempts
made by the enemies of God and his cause, .to call him off from
his labours. But this was his answer to all. Now, my soul, thou

hast many enemies also, both from within and without; the

world, and the powers of darkness, and thine own corruptions,
are all in league to interrupt thy pursuit of divine things. When,
therefore, the Sanballats and the Geshems of the day invite thee to

the villages, in the plain of Ono, here is thine answer: "Why
should the work of the Lord cease, when the King's business re-

quires despatch 1" Wherefore should the body, with all its corrupt
affections, drag down the soul? Is it reasonable, is it proper. to

be concerned for the things? of a day, while regardless of eternity 1

Wilt thou for ever be as little children amused with toys, and
taken up with playthings, when Jesus is calling thee, and propos-

ing himself to thee, for thy constant, unceasing, present, and

everlasting delight 1 Oh !*for grace and strength from the Lord,
to be able, like Abraham, to fray away those .fowls which .come
down upon the sacrifice! do thou, Lord, drive both the

buyers and the sellers from thy temple ! Take my whole heart

and soul, and all my affections, and fix and centre them all on

thyself! Every vanity, every robber, like Barabbas of old, will

be preferred to thee, thou dear Emmanuel, unless thy grace re-

strain and keep under what thy grace hath taught me to know
and feel, that I carry about with me a body of sin and death,
Which is for ever calling me aside from thee. Oh ! let thy

grace make its way through all the swarms of vain thoughts and

interruptions which surround me, and make my soul * as the

chariots of Amminadib !" Let no longer these " dead flies spoil
the excellent ointment," made fragrant by the rich spices of thy
blessed Spirit: but when even by the most innocent calls, like

that made to Jesus himself, of his mother and his brethren

being
1

without, desiring to speak to him, oh ! for grace, that, like

my Lord, even then, I may not suffer the higher claims of my
God,and Saviour to pass by, nor the work.of the Lord and .the

concern of ray soul to cease, to come down to them.
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.".^Neither be of doubtful mind. -Iwke xii; 29; t
v

My soul ! it is a blessed thing to arrive at a fixed point,
momentous concern of " the one thing,needful.'? As

'

lip.,B ,^
there remains any doubt or uncertainty whether .Christ be Ilie

soul's portion or not, there is always a proportioned degree of
doubt and uncertainty in the soul's comfort. "What the dying
patriarch said to his son, may with equal truth be said of every
one of this description: "Unstable as water, thou shalt not ex-

cel." (Gen. xlix. 4.) For as long as the soul forms conclusions
of safety, not from what Jesus is, but from what the soul's views
of Jesus are, there will be always an unstable, unsettled state.

And how many have I known, who are of doubtful mind whether

they leally do believe to the salvation of the soul, and yet have
no doubt whether they be sinners, and both need and earnestly
desire that salvation. They will tell you that Jesus is more pre-
cious than the golden wedge of Ophir,- but they tell you, at the

same time, they dare not say that they have an interest in, his

blood and righteousness. They see a loveliness in his person,
and a suitableness to their necessities, in every point of view ;

but they cannot presume to hope that they .do enjoy either.

They can and do cry out, under the thirst of the soul, for Jesus,
as David did for the waters of Bethlehem ; but still, like David,

they do not make use of the blessing, though it be procured them.

My soul ! it is blessed to live above doubts and fears, by living

upon Jesus. The astsurance of faith is founded in what Jesus

isj and not what his people feel ; in what view God the Father
beholds Christ as the sinner's surety, and not what our appre-
hensions are concerning our present feelings. Faith is most

strong where sense is most weak! and the glory given to Jesus

is greater, when, like Abraham, "against hope, we believe in

hope." Blessed Lord Jesus ! let the faith of my soul be the

one fixed unalterable faith, that admits of no doubt nor change.
Let me, with full purpose of heart, cleave unto the Lord. And
while I can and do behold, through thy Spirit's teaching me,
the Father's appointment and approbation, in all thy work and
finished salvation: here let me fix, and never be of doubtful

mind, but live and die in the full assurance of faith, well pleased
with what my God and Father is well pleased with, and always
"
rejoicing in the hope of the glory of God !"

And I will deliver thee but of the hand of the wicked,
and I will redeem thee out of the hand of the terrible.

Jeremiah xv. 21 .

My soul
!^
hast thou ever considered some of the many ways

of softening trouble] Sit down, and learn it from this sweet

scripture. Here is a general promise, which may be suited to
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particular circumstances, and such as will hold good, in -all*

B,ut first Temember, that he who promiseth to deliver fi-din
vthe

lojrro^ris
the same that appointeth ther sorrow : "Hear ye the

ftfd^and who hath appointed it." The Lord's rod hathra'voice

Ijvhich.speaks as well as corrects; and it is a mark of wisdontto

listen as well as/ee/. Hence, if we mark the hand that appoints,
we shall observe also all the^other interesting particulars/both of

the(instruments by which the Lord works, the time and place, the

means and end, and then discern love and grace, yea, Jesus hiiti*

selfj'in all. Suppose it be the world that crosses, or Satan that

tetnpts, or false friends that oppose, or our mother's children that

beangry with us; yet all are but the Lord's ministers: they are

the sword, but the hand is the Lord's: and though they mean

ill, he will bring good : if they even cast into prison, Jesus will

be there. All things, and all means, and all times, shall, at his

command, minister to his own purpose. If there be a storm

^uithout, Jesus hath chambers to take them into ; if the affliction

be within, Jesus can help them out. Yea, the very "earth shall

help the woman," when the enemy casts forth a flood after her,
to ;swallow her up. Be the storm what it may, Jesus is at the

helm. Like Joseph's afflictions, they shall minister to good,
and the end bring the proof, that the whole had the appointment
in love. Hence, my soul, though the direction is short, it is

very sweet. Never look at the trial, without looking also at

the appointer. Never allow thyself to view the affliction, with-

out looking through it to one that stands behind, regulating arid

moving all. It matters not in this case, what the storm" threat-

ens, but what the Lord Jesus means ; not what the instrument

intends, but what Jesus hath appointed. ,
And by thus looking

to Christ, the greatest troubles will give thee but little concern.

He saith, (blessed be his name !)
" I will deliver thee out of the

hand of the wicked, and I will redeem thee out of the hand of

the terrible." How it is to be accomplished, is his concern, and
not mine. All I have to do is to rest in the certainty of the pro-

mise, 'by giving credit to the great prom iser; and the end will

show, that with him it is to make "darkness light, and crooked

things straight."

Wherefore Jesus also, that he might sanctify the peo-

ple with his own blood. Hebrews xiii. 12.

,. My soul ! I would have thee, this evening, take a view of thy
. Jesus in his own blood, under the special and particular act in

which this scripture holds him forth ; sanctifying the people by
the application of it, as the great object and design for which he

.suffered. There is somewhat uncommonly interesting in this

3siew, though not so commonly considered. That this is the only
layer for sin, is unquestionable; and that it is infinitely men-
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toiipus, and of eternal efficacy, is also equally true.

weicpnsider, farther, the; infinite purity ofat, flowing,
1 as ;

from a:holy heart, in a nature that was; altogether holy,'

lessv undented, separate from sinners, arid made higher than -trie

heavens ; there is somewhat which, though too deeply founded'

in mystery to be perfectly apprehended by us, may yet serve'

to intimate the .immense preciousness of it, and its immense inl-

portance and value. But we must not stop here. The union
of the Godhead with the human nature, giving both dignity and

validity to the sacrifice which Jesus once offered, that he mi^ht
sanctify the people, here angels, as well as men, find their facul-

ties unable to ascertain the extent of the wonderful subject; -and,

perhaps, through all eternity, none among the creation of God
will fully be competent to explain it. But, my soul ! though
unable to explain, or unable to conceive the infinitely precious
nature of thy Jesus's blood, yet do thou gather this sweet; and

soul-reviving thought from the contemplation: it must be in

itself so incalculable in value, and so infinitely powerful in its

pardoning and cleansing properties, that no sin, no, not all the

sin of finite creatures taken in the aggregate, can stand before

it. O precious, precious Jesus! precious, precious blood of

Jesus, which cleanseth from all sin ! Oh ! let me hear, and feel,

and know my personal interest in that sweet promise of my God
in Christ, and my happiness is mado for ever : "1 will sprinkle
clean water upon you, and ye shall be clean: from all your
filthiness, and from all your idols, will I cleanse you." Amen !

Amen! So be it.

As the girdle cleaveth to the loins of. a man, so have
I caused to cleave unto me the whole house of Israel,

and the whole house of Judah, saith the Lord
;
that

they might be unto me for a people, and for a name,
and for a praise, and for a glory. Jeremiah xiii. 11.

See, my soul ! the blessedness of witnessing to God, and wit-

nessing/or God. His people, the Lord saith, are called, and

are, in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, as lights
in the world. Both Israel and Judah are included in what is

here said ; and by the figure of a girdle cleaving to the loins of

a man, so close, so strongly bound, and extending all around, is

shown the nearness, and firmness, and the security in every way,
and by every direction, in which the Lord's people are brought
into relation with him. Such, then, were the Lord's people of

old, a people near to himself; and as they were the Lord's own
choice, so were they dear to the Lord; and as he had made the

whole of the nation a kingdom of priests to the Lord, so were

they wholly designed for the divine glory : "This people have I
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ibyiattedforimyself; they shall show forth my p

nt^Qwl^oyet this Messed scripture, and conteroplatewitfcwhat
hpl^iipture'and:delightachilil of God, under theiNewTestament

dispensation, may lobkiup and behold his nearness and dearness

tbrGod in-Qhrist, by virtue of his union with Jesus; Here the

figure, beautiful as it is, of a girdle encircling the loins, doth not

come up to the full idea of that oneness and union which the

believer stands in with Jesus. For the soul not only is made by
the Lord himself to cleave unto Christ, as the ivy clings tojthe-

oak, but being part of Christ's mystical body, is, like the branch
in the vine, one with Christ, and Christ with him. The believer

in Jesus is interested in all that is in Jesus ; and not only cleaves

to, him, but is part of himself, and is blessed in his blessedness*
and beheld, and accepted, and loved by God the Father, as the

Father loveth Jesus. And think, my soul, what unspeakable
felicity ariseth out of this one consideration, that, amidst all thy
coldness, and wanderings, and departures, still the Lord causeth
his Judah and Israel to cleave to him. However the poor,sense-

less child in arms lets go his holdfast, when hanging round the

neck of its nurse and protector, yet the little creature falls not,
because he is upheld by his support from her. So the one only
cause that thou art supported and preserved from falling, is, be-

cause " the eternal God is thy refuge, and underneath are the

everlasting arms." It' is the Lord that saith, "I have caused to

cleave unto me the whole house of Israel, and the whole house
of rJudah." And, oh ! what a name, and a praise, and a glory,
will be the whole redeemed Church of God in Christ, when
^Jesus brings them all home, and presents them to himself and

Father, as "a glorious Church, not having spot or wrinkle, or

any such thing, but that it should be holy and without blemish
before him in love!"

Be sober, be vigilant ;.
because your adversary the

devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom
he may devour, whom resist steadfast in the faith, know-

ing that the same afflictions are accomplished in your
brethren that are in the world. 1 Peter v. 8, 9.

'.-,My soul ! thou knowest, and hast long known, from the many
wounds given thee by Satan, what a cruel, insidious, and pow-
erful enemy thou hast to contend with ; and thou too truly know-
est, also, how sadly unequal thou art in thyself to resist his wiles.

He iaaiprineeof the power .of the air: he is by nature a spirit,

and -therefore invisible; thou seest not his approaches: he is a
tremendous foe, full of envy, malignity, subtilty, craft, and de-

sign : and what renders him yet mo.re formidable, is, that in the

Corruptions and unbelief of thy fallen nature, he hath but too
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many -.confederates.!^ thine own heart, tojaidJiirn in hi% ;

l&fl^desigiis. Where: then is i^^strength to resist him IJlt an?
floti)e iir thyselfv nbf in thy best-exerti6n'si.,.

>
rhe. !devil wqjilcl

iaugh at these, and all would be but as feathers to the breatlbo?
his temptations. Hear what the apostle saith :

" Whom resist

steadfast in the faith." See here, where thy strength is. Faith
in Jesus is the only, and it is an infallible defence against all

the fiery darts of the wicked. There is nothing that Satan
dreads j bat the blood of the cross. There is nothing that con-

quers him, but faith in Jesus's blood. Tell him of the blood
which cleanseth from all sin, and he, will flee from thee.-This
was the sole cause by which the holy .armies in heaven cast

down the accuser which accused them before our God, day and

night-: 'fthey overcame by the blood of the Lamb ;" (Rev. xii:

9 -11
;) and the same will give thee the victory now. Faith In

the blood of the cross is the grace by which we have access- to

God. It is by faith the soul looks to Jesus ; by faith the- soul

is kept steadfastly resting on Jesus ; by faith the devil is stead-

fastly resisted, in taking confidence in the full and complete re-

demiption that Jesus accomplished on the cross. Look then, my
soul, for ever to the cross, and while thy faith honours Jesus,
Jesus will honour thee ; and this will be the standard which the

Spirit of Jehovah will lift up, when at any time the enemy
cbmeth in like a flood. (Isaiah lix. 19.) Oh ! the triumphs of the

cross! "
They overcame by the blood of the Lamb."

He shall choose our inheritance for us, the excellency
of Jacob, whom he loved. Selah. Ps. xlvii. 4. ,

My soul ! has this little word Sdah been placed at the end of

this blessed verse, by way of marking the emphasis of the Holy
Ghost ? Who couldst thou have considered suitable to have cho-

sen the inheritance of his people, but he who is the Lord of his

people, and himself their inheritance and their portion for ever?
It was God thy Father that chose him to be the excellency of

Jacob, when he gave him for a covenant to the people ; and when,
to"the infinite mind of Jehovah, this one glorious Person, in the

holiness and purity of his nature, came up before him here, on
him the Lord placed his choice. And had all his people been

present; had it been possible for the whole of the chosen of Zion
to have been consulted in the choice, would not every soul have
fixed her longing eyes upon him, and from the millions; of

tongues resounding his blessed and blissful name from every
heart, the universal voice would have been heard in the delight-
ful words of this scripture: "He shall choose our inheritance

for us ; the excellency of Jacob, whom he loved !" Hail ! thou
dear and blessed Lord ! thou art indeed our inheritance, and our

portion for ever. And hail ! thou glorious, gracious, and almighty
Father! thy choice and thy gift, and thine appointment, gives
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soul to live by grace here, and jn, jrlojy tc^ajl

eiefmty, up*>n this excellency of Jacob, wnom Jeh'ovaH Idjvef !

:

:

.His glory is great in thy salvation; ^honour .and

majesty^ hast thou laid upon him; for thou hast made
him most blessed for ever. Psalm xxi* 5, 6. - - -

My soul ! it is the most delightful of all thoughts, ^lieri*atttie
time thou art solacing thyself in the glories of thy JReiiieerAer^lo

call to mind that God the Father is glorified, while thou art made

happy in the salvation thy Jesus hath accomplished byjiis'blo&l
and righteousness. It is indeed God the Father which odlid
Jesus to the office and character of the Redeemer, and furriisli^
hittr with all suitable requisites for the vast work he called Hitii

to do; But the glory and honour of Jehovah were the first ari|f

great bbject of the Redeemer's Work ; and hence Jebus, in th!e

days of his flesh, never speaks of his own glory^but as iri/ebft-*

nection with, and leading to$ the glory of Jehovah. "Now is

the Son of man glorified, arid God is glorified in him ! Fathef !

glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify thee." Hetifce

therefore,' when Jehovah laid honour and majesty on the blesse|i

Jesus, and made him most blessed for ever, all these thingsWere
t;o the Father's honour and glory : and never was God the Fa-
ther's glory more great than in and by the salvation of his dear
Son Christ Jesus. See, my soul! I charge it upon thee, thsit

thou never lose sight of this precious view of God thy Father's

glory, in thy redemption by thy adorable Redeemer. Sajr, con-

thiuaily, and dwell with rapture on the blessed subject: "My
God, my Father in Christ Jesus, is glorified, yea, greatly glori-
fied in his dear Son, in that he hath wrought out such a salvation

as brings more glory to God the Father than all the works of his

creation ; arid it is^to the honour and glory of Jehovah, that poor
sinners should be saved in this blessed way of his own appomt-
injfr.' Arid shall I not then come to him in and through Jesus t

Shall I riot delight to tell'my God and Father how; greatllis

glory is in the salvation by Jesus ? Shall I not bless and glo-

rify my God and Father in being the Author and Giver of such

great salvation] Yea, most blessed God and Father! I do
bless thee, I do praise thee, I desire to love thee, in and through
Jesus. And while my whole Soul is going out in enjoyments,
on the person, and work, and offices, and relations of Jesus, al-

ways would I keep in view, and connect with it, in the enjby-
m.ent,

1 that it is thou, most gracious and almighty Father, that

hast made liim most blessed for ever. Surely then, thy glory
is

g^eat
in foV salvation! And the glory of the Son of God is

great"in thy salvation !
-



Tfey plants are art- orchard of pomegranates/ -

pleasant fruits ; campKire with spikenard /spikenard;; and*

saffron
;
calamus and cinnamon, with alHrees pt fr;a|i|^-

incense; myrrh and aloes, with all the chief, spices, '"v

Song iv. I3y 14?.t?-,

Hear, my soul, what Christ thy husband and thy 'Saviour,
saith to the Church ! and as thou art a part of it in him, take it

to thyself. Surely the Church of Jesus is his garden, ancL every
plantin it^ which the heavenly Father hath planted, must flourish,
with all the increase of God, as trees of the Lord's right hand

planting. Even the tenderest plants, the youngest of his people,
form a part in this orchard of pomegranates ; for every one hath
been taken out of nature's wild wilderness, arid' brought, ,by
sovereign and distinguishing grace, into the Lord's garden, his

Church; and, like pomegranates, a large and full-bearing fruit,

sweet and delicious, they are in Jesus's eye most pleasant, froni

the beauty and comeliness he hath put upon them. Arid dp
observe how very gracious thy Lord is, in enumerating

1 not only
"the pleasant fruits," but

" the chief spices ;" meaning, no doubt,
that as in him they partake of all that is his, and derive beauty,
and fragrancy, and fruitfulness, from their Lord, as the branch

frpm the vine, so do the various graces of his blessed Spirit;

appear in them, as the sweet fruits under his creating and ripen-

ing influence. See to it, my soul, that these things do appear,
in thee; and that faith, and love, and hope, and joy, and peace
in believing, abound in thee, through the Holy Ghost. Qh ! the

blessedness of knowing these things, and enjoying them. And
oh! the blessedness of being thus distinguished, as the rare

spices "of the Bast, with such love-tokens of Jesus. Thou know-
est that if thou art as an orchard of pomegranates with pleasant
fruits, thou art wholly so from Jesus. Nature never produceth
them, neither can bring them forth, nor cause them to flourish.

Oh ! then, thou dear Lord ! if I am, by sovereign grace, precious
and pleasant in thy view, be thou eternally praised, and eternally

glorified for the distinguishing mercy : for of thee, andfrom thee,

and by thee, I am what I am ; and oh 1 let thy grace live in me,
to thy praise, and to the glory of his grace,

" who hath made me
accepted in the beloved."

Thy holy child Jesus. <flcts iv. 30.

There is somewhat so very sweet and precious in this expres-
sion, that, my soul, I would have thee to meditate upon it. Surely
the apostles had a special meaning in calling the Lord Jesus ^the

holy child Jesus ;" and no doubt the Holy Ghost did not cause

his servants thus to express themselves for nought. It will be



p inquir|e.; I do^not find a similar phrase
oCG:

Qd.
, ,The. Redeemer is spokenp;

f, in |hp days
of his .infancy, as " the child Jesus' ;" and' when twelve years
of agfej

he is still called * the child ;" (see Luke ii. 27, 34, 43 ;)

but nowhere, that I recollect, does he receive the,blessed appel-
lation that he, is here distinguished by, of " the holy child Jesus."
It would-be presumption in thee, to determine the cause of this

distinction ; but it can be none to inquire. Sit down then, this

evening, favourable as it is to solemn meditation, and ponder
well the subject. Child and servant, in scripture language,,we
are told, have the same meaning : hence the apostle observes, in

his epistle to the Church of the Galatians, that "the heir, as long
he is a child, differeth nothing from a servant, though he belo'rd

of all." (Gal. iv. 1.) The phrase, therefore, may be accepted
under this view, and it will be agreeable to the whole tenor of

the Bible. (See Isaiah xlii. 1, compared with Matt. xii. 1,8.)

Nevertheless, I am inclined to think, that somewhat more is in-

tended by it, in this place of the apostle's prayer, when they
called Christ "

thy holy child Jesus." Perhaps, in allusion to

his'ftoly nature, contrasted to the unholy hands by whom he was
crucified and slain ; and in this view the subject is truly lovely
and interesting. Christ was to be crucified by the determinate

counsel and foreknowledge of God ; but none but unholy hands
were to be imbrued in the blood of God's "

holy child Jesus."

And doth not the expression, "holy child Jesus," serve, in a

very striking manner, and with peculiar emphasis, to bring home
to thy thoughts,the holiness of that nature, which, in the child-

hood of Jesus, and from the womb, was altogether,
"
holy, harm-

less, undefiled, separate from sinners, and made higher than; the
heavens ?" Hence, before his incarnation, the angel called: him

by a peculiar name, " that holy thing ;" not that holy man, but
that "

holy thing." (Luke i. 35.) And doth not the expres-
sion bring home, in a yet more endearing manner, if possible,
the blessedness of all this is in the cause V For "

theholy child

Jesus," that "
holy thing," became the one holy representative

of all his Church and people ; he was, and is, and ever will be,
"the head of his body, the Church ;" and hence, in the sight
of Jehovah, Christ and his members are one. Now, my soul,

considering the phrase in this point of view, what a fulness of

light, and life, and glory, and joy, doth it hold forth, and poilr

in, upon the believer's mind ! Lamb of God ! I would say,

"holy child Jesus !" in thy holiness, cause me to behold myself
always appearing before God, and my Father ; for, sure I am,
if the Lord Jehovah made thee to be sin for thy people, when
thou knewest no sin, it was with the express design, in his holy
purpose, counsel, and will, that " they should be made the right-
eousness of God in thee."
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Afterwards shall the children of"Israel retiirrif

the Lord their God, and David tMir king. ^;jj
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; What a sweet scripture is this, and what abundant go&pelcdn-
tained in the.bosom of it. Afterward shall the children of Is'rael

return. After having been long scattered on every high moun-
tain, wandering over the face of the whole earth, the Lord will

bring them back ;
" he that hath scattered Israel will gather him."

There shall be abounding grace, for abounding transgression ; and
what sin hath ruined, grace shall restore. But to whom shall

they return? To seek the Lord their God ! Yes! this way be

done* and this will be done, if the Lord incline their hearts;
the same that gives the grace to seek, will give the mercy to find.

.*'* He hath never said to the praying seed of Jacob, Seek ye my
face in vain !" But it is said also, that they shall return to
" David their king." Alas ! David, king of Israel, had been dead

many a year, when this promise was made, and his sepulchre,
as Peter afterwards remarked, was with the people unto his day;
how then could they return to David their king? Oh! the

blessedness to see David's Lord thus preached in days before

the gospel. Though David, king of Israel, be dead, Christ, the

seed of David after the flesh,*ever liveth,and to him shall Israel

seek ; after all their rebellion, and 'after all the pursuit of their

idols. Oh ! precious Lord Jesus! be it my portion also
s
to seek

unto thee in all thy covenant relations and characters; "for
where should a people seek, but unto their God ?" Let my soul

feel the same longings as David himself felt, when he cried out,

"O God, thou art my God, early will I seek thee; my soul

thirsteth for thee, my flesh longeth for thee, in this dry arid

thirsty land where no water is !"
(

I am a woman of a sorrowful spirit. 1 Sam. i. 15.

My soul ! look at Hannah at the mercy-seat, and mark the

sorrowful spirit with which she there appeared. Blushing and

sorrow, at the feet of Jesus, are among the highest -tokens of

real heartfelt communion. Perhaps there never was a moment
in the life of Hannah, in which faith was in more lively exercise

than in that memorable season. And, perhaps, never did she

speed with more success than then ; for it is said, that when she
arose from before the throne,

" she went her way, and her coun^

tenance was no more sad." Now, my soul, take a precious/in-
struction from her example.- Do thou go to the throne, and

present thyself at the feet of thy Jesus. Let grace have a: full

and lively exercise in thine heart. See that thy prayers be really
arid truly heart-prayers, and not lip-service. Tell thy Lord how
greatly thou needest his grace and mercy; and tell him, also,
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miich*thy^L6r;d Jesus will get glory in being gracious.- Let

him see that thou art indeed in earnest,
j
AndJet the offering of

a broken and contrite heart decidedly show that thou art also

of '&" sorrowful spirit. And when thou hast done this, do as

Hannah did ; leave thy sorrow with Jesus. She went her way,
and;was no more sad. To be sure not ; for if she really -left her

dpncerns with Jesus, she could not take them home to her own
heart again. Here, my soul, is thy mistake; thou dost as

Hannah did in part; a throne of grace can witness for thee,

that thou hast,, times without number, brought thy burdens,
both of sin and sorrow, and laid them down at the feet of thy
Lord; but alas ! the same throne can witness against thee, that,

shortly after, through distrust, and fear, and unbelief, thou hast

fetched them away again, and taken the whole upon thyself.

Dearest Jesus, undertake for me! Oh! for grace, not only to

bring all my, burdens to thee, but to leave them all with thee :

for this is the only way to make a sorrowful spirit glad, when I -

make thee, as God the Father hath made thee, the almighty
burden-bearer of all the sins and sorrows of thy people!

For whosoever shall give you a cup of water to drink,

in 'my name, because ye belong to Christ, verily I say
unto you, he shall not lose his reward. Mark ix. -41.

. How little is this attended to, in the charities of life ! I fear,

that even the soul which loveth Jesus most, doth not regulate
his alms, whether of this world's goods, or of prayer, or of good
wishes, when he giveth them, by this blessed standard. Dost
thou not, my soul, plead guilty to the charge 1 Heavenly Lord !

enlighten mine eyes to see thee in all thy representatives. And
when I have only the cup of cold water to bestow upon any poor
needy creature, let me give'that, in thy name !

" Do you belong
to Christ!" should be the only question. This is a claim which
carries every thing before it. Is it Jesus, who, in the person of
his poor members, asketh the alms'? Doth the Lord of life and

lory condescend to be beholden to the poor creatures of his

ounty ; and of his own absolutely receives as a loan or debt?

Surely the most selfish heart might here covet to be liberal. But,
alas! love to Jesus is at too low an ebb to swell the tides for

pouring into the parched ground of our neighbour's vineyard,
from such principles. My soul, let this charming scripture be
henceforth much upon thy mind. Take it about thee whither-
soever thou goest. Look out for the Lord 's poor, and so far

read- their characters, as to see that they belong to Christ; And
if?thy Lord hath made thee his almoner, if it be no farther than
to minister the cup of cold water; yet let that cup be given in

his -name, and because they belong to Christ. Methihks,'had it

26*
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^

heavenly'Father to- have intrusted me with* ample;
circiinistandee, I should rejoice to follow the plaxl^ofhis bouiitiesj

%yjiq}maketh his sun to rise upon thes evil and upon the good^
arid send6th the blessings of his rain both upon the just arid:<the

unjust." 'But even theny amidst the indiscriminate scattering of

teniptiral blessings all around, the given cup of cold water to'one

of thinej thou blessed Jesus, because he belonged to thee, would
be a cordial to my own heart, that needed no higher joy than the

inexpressible felicity of testifying that myself, as well as the

receiver, were both the Lord's poor, and the Lord's property*

And his feet shall stand in that day upon the mount
of .OliVes,

1 which is before Jerusalem. Zeck. xiv; 4.:;

My soul ! pause over this blessed promise. To whom could it

refer, but to Jesus ] That day, through all the. Old Testament
dispensation, meant the gospel Church of the New Testarnent

dispensation. And when the Son of God came, the day was
come also. And did not Jesus stand often, during this day of
his grace, in his own ministry, teaching the people on the mount
of Olives ? Yea, was it not the very last sacred spot ,on which
his

,Holy feet stood, when from thence he ascended to heaven,
having finished redemption-work upon earth? My soul! do
thou often, by faith, visit the hallowed ground, and from thence
let thy meditation take wing, after thine ascended and exalted

Saviour. And while, like the wondering disciples, looking after

Jesus as he went up, thou art contemplating the glory of thy
Lord, who is now above, carrying on all the blessed designs of
his love, for which he came below ; recollect the assurance that

the angels who attended their Lord to grace his triumph, gave
of his return: his feet shall again stand at the last day upon the

earth. -" He shall come to be glorified in his saints and to be
admired in all them that believe." Oh ! for grace to be always
on the look-out for my Lord's return ! Give me, blessed Jesus,
to know thee as my Kinsman-Redeemer; to know thee asYtJije

Lord my righteousness ; to be living upon thee now by feith,

that then I may enjoy thee by living upon thy fulness, as, hi

grace here, so in glory to all eternity. Amen..

And when they had prayed, the place was. shaken

where they were assembled. Acts iv. 31. ; . ;

Think, my soul, what a blessed testimony this must have been
in confirmation to the disciples, that their God was a prayer-

hearing and a prayer-answering God ! And what a full reply to

all they had been praying for! The enemies of God, and of his

Christ, had threatened the poor disciples what they would d6 to

them, if they persisted in preaching Jesus to the people* The
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^erefpre,<pf the ^.apostle's , prayer WEJ.S,

would-stop their malicey and silence; all tfieir,pppQMtiphi

eyj sought
;not to avoid. .But the, single prayer was, that

theirVsQuls might be animated to go on, let the malice. of their

fo,esfi;manifest itself as it might. In answer, "the place.was
shaken< ?<V .As if the Lord had said, "He that shakes ,the place,
dan-make your enemies' hearts tremble." And so Jt proved*
$,bw, my soul, take thine improvement from it. Jesus sees all,

knows all, hears all, as well of thine exercises as of thine eneA
mies? attempts upon thee. Carryall complaints, therefore, to
him. Depend upon it, that it is blessed to be exercised ; blessed
for thee, that the enemies of God, and of his Christ, threaten

thee; blessed to be opposed, that thou mayest not recline upon
thine arms, or, like stagnant .waters, become corrupt for want of

running. The hatred of the foes of Jesus affords occasion yet
more for Jesus to manifest bis love; and though the place be
riot shaken whence thy cries go up, the word of his grace gives
the same sure answer. Jesus looks on, Jesus upholds, Jesus

supports. Do thou call every Bethel place as Abraham's Hand-
maid did : "Thou, Lord, seest me." No weapon formed

against God's people can prosper; and every tongue that riseth

against them in judgment, the Lord will condemn. "This is

the heritage of the servants of the Lord, and their righteousness
is of me, saith the Lord."

the hope of Israel, the Saviour thereof in time of

trouble, why shouldst thou be as a stranger in the land,
and as a jvayfaring man that turneth aside to tarry for a

night ?- Jeremiah xiv. 8.

My soul! follow up these holy pleadings with thy Lord.

Jesus loves boldness, and not bondage frames. Remember,
when thou goest to him, thpu goest to a tried friend, a long-

prpvedj a faithful friend, and one that loveth at all times; and
lie that was and is the hope of Israel, hath ever been, and will

be thy hope, thy Saviour, the Rock of Ages; yea, Jesus Christ,

the same yesterday, and to-day, and for ever. Is 'then thy
Jesus as a stranger to thee 1 Are his visits short, and but as the

wayfaring man that is hastening on his journey, who, though
he stpps at the inn for the night, stops only to refresh himself,

arid takes no account of what passeth in the house! Pause,

my soul! it is time to inquire. I hope no shyness has crept in

between thy Lord and thee ! When did he last visit -thee'?

When did he last manifest himself unto thee, otherwise than he
doth to the world 1 What precious JBethei-visits hast thou lately

had;
1

?
v When did he show thee all his secrets, and thpu didst

tell'him all that is in thine heart? When was his wall-known
voice last heard-by thee, saying, "Come with me from Lebanon,
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^with me,from Lebanon : l^qk.from tjh0;top;0fAgiang,
of Shenirj.jEmid -; Hermon, from^the ]ionjs ;den,J*pjn
of the leopards ]' ;And, when-dicist thou/ans^r

the.igracipus invitation, .crying out, with jpy, ;unspeakaBile,?^|t
is the: voice, of my belovedI Behold, he Cometh leaping ;;

:upjQn

for them, and going forth in holy longings and vehement desires

after them. Depend upon it, Jesus is no stranger in his visits,

but it is thou who art a stranger to the consciousness of f
his

coming. Never is thy Lord as a wayfaring man, that tarrieth

but; for a night with his people; but it is through thy sleepy,
slothful, forgetful frame, that, while Jesus is standing .and

knocking at the door, saying,
" Open to me," thou art regardless

of his coming, and having put off* thy coat, feelest not inclined

to put it on. Jesus! master! suffer not a coldness to arise,' no,
not for a moment, in my poor heart, towards thee. OlUgiye
me a holy jealousy to be always on the look-out for thy sweet
visits. Do thou, my beloved, put in thy hand by the hole.of

the door of my heart, that my bowels may be moved in earnest

desires- for thy coming. For then, thou sweet Lord, thou
:
,that

art the hope of Israel, and the Saviour thereof, then when thou

comest, and I shall find thee without, I will lead thee, and bring
thee into my mother's house, who would instruct me ; and I
would cause thee to drink of spiced wine of the juice of my
pomegranate ; yea, I would constrain thee, and hold thee fast,

that thou shouldst not be as a wayfaring man of the night, but
I would keep thee until the break of day, and thou shouldst

make thyself known to me in breaking of bread and in prayer !

'

I have said to corruption, Thou art my father: to the

worm, Thou art my mother, and my sister. Jb&xvii,' 14.

': My soul ! take a turn, now and then, to the grave. It'will be

profitable to look at the bed where thou art shortly to take up
thy residence, before thou art sent there to remain. Nothing

1

so profitable to allay all that heat and folly, which keep men .in

a continual -ferment, as a solemn view of "the house appointed
for all living." To be sure, nothing can be more humbling than
what'Job here speaks of his relations : great men and nobles
will not be very fond of the alliance ; but in reality, all the other

affinities of life are imaginary. Corruption is the common father
of all. In this we all are formed: for corruption, when driei,
becomes the original dust it was before it was .animated. .And
#s corruption is the father, so the worm is bothrmpther-an.d
sister ; 'for here they burrow, and this is their proper element,

t; my soul, while, thou knowest these things, art, tho.ii-living
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^ 'the mfluettce of :them1i -Everymawmay say^as?
Jbb ?sald^and'c^ll -corruption hisrfather, and the worm his;m^?mer

a;^
s $8ter::

: but thousands^ while they say it,
> do not livens

th^ugh
:

they believed it. To say to corruption, "Thou art nay
fathqr^in a scriptural sense, implies a heartfelt knowledge.oa
man's -own corrupt, fallen, and sinful state ; and under a sense
ofsiii; and a consciousness ofsalvation by the Lord!Jesus Christ,
that soul hath attained a self-loathing and abhorrence, so as to
look to corruption and the worms of the earth with complacency,
as the blessed asylum where will be deposited a vile body that

shall harass the soul no more. Art thou, my soul, so looking.ai
the grave? Dost thou so view it, as to love it for the blessed

property contained in it ? Precious Jesus ! thou didst take plea-
sure in thy relationship with our nature, though thy holy body,
untainted by sin, was liable to no corruption ; yet in the affinities

of humanity thou called thyself a
" worm, and no man, a reproach

of men, and despised of the people !" Oh ! the transporting
thought, to know, like Job, that thou my kinsman-Redeemer
liveth! And to know also, from a well-founded hope and
assurance in thee, that- "though after my skin, worms destroy
this body, yet in my flesh shall I see God : whom I shall see for

myself, and mine eyes shall behold for myself, and not another
for me!"

For I know that this shall turn to my salvation,

through your prayer, and the supply of the Spirit of
Jesus Christ. Philippians i. 19.

Blessed frame ofmind ! when, like Paul, however unpromising
circumstances are, to be able to say,

" I know that this exercise,
be it what it may, is among the all things which work together
for good to them that love God, and are the called according to

his purpose !" My soul ! do thou once for all mark down this

One certain and never-to-be-questioned truth ; that thy God, thy
Jesus, hath but one end in view from all the providences he

appoints to his people, and is invariably and everlastingly pro-

moting it, however to thy apprehension, at times, things seem to

run counter. And when thou hast settled this in thy mind, as a
certain fixed principle, next take into the account all, or (at least

las thou canst not know all) some of the many foundations on
which the certainty, for the accomplishment of a final issue of

good to the people of God, rests. Think of the ability, power,
Wisdom, and purpose of thy Lord. Call to mind the grace, the

lovev the fixed affection, Jesus bears, and from everlasting, hath

alw-ays borne to his people. Then recollect the plentiful means
in "his; own almighty hand, which he hath, to make -all;purposes
minister to his ' will, and all .creatures to become instruments of

hisr

pleasure. And when thou hast studied, and well studied these



s in Christ's schoQl^ under the supply of the Spirit's
miake application of the doctrine to 6tery'eVent'iri

:

thJf

dlspfiasatibris
lof thy Lord's providences and graced Which tfidii

mleetestwith through life. 'Art thou afflicted in soul ;;in sickness;

Of'body ; in want or weakness ; with inward trials, or outwaird;

eyils ; tempted by sin, or tempted by Satan ; Jesus knows allf

appoints all, is carrying thee through all, and will finally'bless

thee in all. The enjoyment of ordinances, Or interruption of or-

dinances ; heart-stfaitenings in prayer, or enlargement in prayer ;

in short j all things past, present, and future; all circumstances,

times, arid /occasions ; the blessings of heaven, yea, the very
malice of hell, Jesus Will overrule, arrange, direct, and order;

that, like the hidden springs of a machine, a beautiful design is

in the whole, and not a pin could be left out without injury to

the work. Learn these things, my soul, and get, through grace,
into the practical use of those lessons, and then thou wilt be
able to say, and with the same degree of assurance as Paul did,

let thy trials be what they may, under every one of them : "1
know that this shall turn to my salvation, through the prayer
of the faithful, and the supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ.'!

At my first answer no man stood with me, but all men
forsook me. Notwithstanding, the Lord stood with me,
and strengthened me. 2 Timothy iv. 16, 17.

,

My soul ! think of the apostle's situation, when brought as ;a

prisoner, for Jesus's sake, before the council, and deserted by all.

Nay, look to an infinitely greater than Paul, when hurried away to

Pilate, and when all his disciples forsook him 'and fled. Make
improvement of the view of both, as it may be profitable to thy-
selfand thine own circumstances. There is a period coming, and,
for aught thou knowest, may be near indeed, in which no man
can stand with thee; in which the kindest earthly friend, if thou
hast any, or the tenderest-hearted neighbour, cannot minister to

thy safety. When thou art going down to the valley of the

shadow of death, and the Lord is undressing thee for Jordan's

river, think of that season, and how blessed must it then be to

say, with Paul, "Though no man hath stood with me, or can

stand, yet Jesus will be-with me to strengthen me." Oh! what
blessedness is in this sweet word, notwithstanding! Though all

friends fail, though creatures of every description, and every de-

gree, stand aloof, unable to help; though in thyself thou hast

riothing, thou art nothing, yea, by reason of sin and unwbrthi-

ness, art worse than nothing, and can merit nothing; notwith-

tiftriding all these, the Lord will be there, and he will stand by
thee, arid strengthen thee. Precious Jesus ! I need no more, I

desire no other; nay, I pray every other to depart, and leave a

dying man alone ; for humbly shall I say, as my Lord hath said
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f,^ I ?am npt^alpne, because tlie Father is with

^

l Jesciibe wliatpasseth bi?twe^ii Jesjisand m^s^l|B|||l
not be mariy.sweet love-iofeeiis then given by;Jeps|'o

, which before to have shown would have iessene^'tn'e
exercise of faith t Will not then some more enlarged vieWa.QJf

divine love and faithfulness break out to lighten up the passjajfre

qf;dea.thl Oh.! for grace, until the hour arrives, to walk By
faiith in this soul-supporting and soul-refreshing hope! .And
when the moment comes, who shall speak, or even conceive the
blessedness of realizing the sweet promise of1

Jesus, which all

the redeemed rejoice in, but none below have ever fully appre^

fended, equal to its vast extent: "At that day ye shall Know
tiiat.i am in my Father, ye in me, and I in you-!" (John xiv.'- '

NOVEMBER. ^

The curse causeless shall not come. Prov. xxvi. 2.

It is a sweet thought, that the prayer of the wicked is an
abomination in the sight of the Lord. And surely the curse of
the wicked cannot injure the righteous. But it is doubly blessed
when a child of God finds a promising God, a performing. God,
in making their curses fall to the ground ; yea, converting their

very curses into blessings. Had not Joseph's brethren sold their

brother, humanly speaking, how would he have arrived to the

government of Egypt 7 Had not Haman planned the destruction

of Mordecai, and for this purpose erected the gallows, .though
means would not have been wanting for his own destruction, yet
the idea of hanging might not have entered the breast of the

king. Yea, had not the Jews crucified the Lord Jesus^ where
would have been the triumph of the cross to his redeemed?

Learn, my soul, to be looking at these things; not. by mere
putward appearances, not by the event of the moment, but by
the final issue and termination of things. "The curse Causeless

Sihall not come." This is quite enough for every believer. Jesus

wilt prevent, or overrule, or make it minister the very reverse of

what the enemy designed. It shall be frustrated, or it shall be

sanctified, or it shall be productive of salutary effects, like medi-
cated waters, that by running over certain properties of the earth,

have their .nature changed, and become wholesome and .healing^
Lord ! cause me to repose in thee, and if the enemy curse, do
thou but bless, and all his causeless anger will then be as nothing.



NOVEMBER 23.

I,said in ray haste, All men are liars^jPs. exvi; 1-1.

Hasty words, for the most' part, are not wi5e;w6rds.
?
^iu^as

the apostle remarks, "Let God be true, ami every inaan a^lMl"
It should seem that, this hasty expression of I)ayid Y^as at a time
when he was greatly afflicted. Alas ! what exercisjesifor want
of the proper use of them, in their sanctifying properties, are

"hi|"n

brought into ! But if, from long experience, the heart beled'tb
a just conclusion, that man, in his best freindship, and best in-

tention, is too fickle and helpless a creature to trust in, or depend
upon : and from a full conviction of the hollow and deceitful na-

ture of the human heart, the soul is led unto God in Christ, as

the only stable and permanent security ; thus changing the reeds

of Egypt for the Rock of Israel : here it becomes riot the subject
of haste, but the deliberate conclusion formed by grace to con-

sider every being fallacious but the faithful Jehovah. My soul!

take thy stand, this evening, under Jesus's banner; and though
thou hast been deceived by man, yea, by every man ; though
thine own heart be deceitful and desperately wicked, so much so,

that though, since grace brought thee first acquainted Vith it^

thou hast been making discoveries more and more that have
astonished thee, and thou hast not yet, nor ever will in this life,

get to the bottom in exploring the depths of deception; though
the World and the great enemy of souls be all in league to de-

ceive thee ; yet shall not the whole of these deceivers prevail,
nor separate thee from the love of Christ. Jesus will make thee

more than conqueror through his grace supporting thee.' As the

armies in heaven, so his faithful upon earth,
" overcome by the

blood of the Lamb, arid by the word of their testimony, and
have not loved their lives unto death."

For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are

your ways my ways, saith the Lord. Isaiah Iv. 8.

My soul ! hast thou ever considered the blessedness in this

yerse, as it concerns the great work of salvation 1 Ponder over

it, this evening. There is nothing, perhaps, in which there is a

greater and more
striking difference, than there is between our

crude and contracted notions of redemption and the perfect and

unerring thoughts of Jehovah on this point. Our conduct with
each other is so limited on the score of pardon, that though we
forgive a first or second offence, yet if it be repeated to many,
nature revolts at the offender, and seems to take a kind of justi?
fication in withholding any farther acts of clemency. Hence we
frame the same standard to judge by, concerning God. But with

Qod, abounding sin calls forth abounding grace, andy like the

tide, riseth above high-water mark, yea, overflows all the banks
and surrounding ground ; so much so indeed, that it covers the

mountains, and "if the sin of Judah be looked for, it shall not
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he-found/' Hence the prophet, in a transport of holy joy and

triumph in the contemplation, cries out,
" Who is a God like unto

thee, that pardoneth iniquity, and passeth by the transgression
of the remnant of his

heritage? He retaineth not his anger for

ever, because he delighteth in mercy. He will turn
again ;

he will have compassion upon us : he will subdue our iniquities !

and thou wilt cast all our sins into the depths of the sea." (Mi-
cah vii. 18, 19.) How truly blessed, then, must it be, to carry
the same kind of reasoning concerning God into all the depart-
ments of thinking, in relation to himself and his dealings with
us. Think as highly as I may be able concerning him, I must
fall infinitely short of what he really is, both in the nature of his

existence, and in all his dealings with his creatures. In those

points where he hath been pleased to reveal himself, I cannot

err. But if I attempt to go farther, the bar to inquiry stops my
\yay, and this sweet verse stands for a memorandum to inform
me :

" For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are youj
ways my ways, saith the Lord." Now grace rejoiceth in this

discovery, while proud unhumbled nature revolts at it. Say, my
soul! dost thou feel delight in such views of Jehovah] Is it

blessed to thee, that in all thy Jesus has taught thee, he hath

brought thee to see more and more of thy nothingness, thy lit-

tleness, and the Lord's all-sufficiency ? Surely it must be divine

teaching alone that can create joy in the heart, when such dis-

coveries are made which tend to humble the creature and exalt

the Creator. Blessed be the Lord who teacheth me to profit !

I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that

thou mayest be rich ;
and white raiment, that thou may-

est be clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness do
not appear; and anoint thine eyes with eye-salve, that

thou mayest see. Rev. iii. 18.

My soul ! take advice of thy Lord, for he is a Wonderful Counr
sellor, and all these blessings will be thine. He will cause thee
to inherit substance, and fill all thy treasures : yea, he will give
thee durable riches and righteousness. If Jesus clothe thee with
4he robe of his salvation, thy nakedness will be indeed covered;
but no fig-leaves of thine own gathering and sewing together
will do this for thee. If Jesus but anoint thine eyes with the

precious anointing of his Holy Spirit, thou wilt both see and
know the wa)^ to buy this tried gold. Now, pause over this

sweet verse, and ask thyself, how thou shalt buy this golden
treasure ? What is the treasure, but faith 1 For the Holy Ghost
calls it precious faith :

"
yea, more precious than gold that perish-

eth, tlumgh it be tried with fire." (1 Peter i. 7.) And if thy
Lord,who gives thee counsel to buy, will sell this article to thee,

27
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as he sells it to all his people, "without money and without

price," it will get for thee every thing thou needest, to cover .and

tq clothe, to give sight and to gain substance. It will become
both meat and drink, and house aiid home ; it will keep thee

from every danger; yea, and preserve thee to his heavenly king-
dom. It will form a complete livelihood, for the "just live by
faith;" and as to riches, there are none, properly speaking, that

deserve to be called so, but " the rich in faith, and heirs of the

kingdom." So that if thou make this purchase, here is a title

to all that God in Christ is to his people. God himself, thy Fa-

ther, is thine : Christ, with all his fulness, is thine; the Holy
Ghost, with all his blessed influences, is thine. The promises
are all thine : all the blessings of grace are thine ; and all the

inheritance of glory is thine. And let Satan vent whatever rage
he may, as thou art going home to thy Father's house, yet, by
following the counsel of Jesus, and buying of him gold tried in

the fire, by thus taking the " shield of faith, this will quench all

the fiery darts of the wicked." Precious Jesus ! give me, Lord,
I pray thee, grace to follow thy counsel, and to buy of thee this

gold tried in the fire, and bless both the counsel and the Won-
derful Counsellor, who both counsels and inclines my sour to

follow what my Lord hath said, and to enjoy in him all things
which make for my present peace and everlasting happiness.

And Jo, the heavens were opened unto him, and he
saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and light-r

,
. * J 1

' f I.

ing upon him. And lo, a voice from heaven, saying,
This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.

Matt. iii. 16, 17.

Take thy stand, my soul, this evening by the river Jordan, and

by faith behold the wonders displayed in the hour thy Jesus en-

tered upon his public ministry. Behold a decisive proof of the

distinct personality in the threefold character, which all the sa-

cred volume of the scriptures gives to the revelation of the

Godhead. Behold Jesus, the uncreated Word, on the bank of

Jordan ! Behold the Holy Spirit, hovering as a dove on his sa-

cred person ! And hear the voice of God coming from heaven,

proclaiming who Jesus was, his relationship to him, and his ap-

probation of him. And when thou hast duly pondered the pre-
cious testimony, bend thy knee in adoration, love, and praise to

the sacred Three in One, for so condescending an act of grace,
in confirmation of the faith once delivered to the saints. Nor
quit the hallowed spot until thou hast well and duly considered
the blessedness of the proclamation given from heaven by, the

Father, to the person and character of the Lord Jesus. John
the Baptist was taught to form his conclusion of Christ by this
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very evidence. He that sent John to baptize, had said unto him,

jliJtfpon whonxthou shalt see the Spirit descending, and remain-

ing on him, the same is he which baptizeth with the Holy Ghost;
And I saw," said John,

" and bare record, that this is the Son of

God." And do thou, my soul, take thy confidence from the same

precious testimony ; and then ask thyself another question : Is

he whom the father declared to be his beloved Son, thy beloved

Saviour ? And while God declares himself well pleased with him
as thy Saviour, art. thou well pleased with him also in this pre-
cious character] If to these questions thou canst truly say,

Yes, yes, thou wilt find a blessed testimony indeed, and a soul-

refreshing consolation in this view of Jesus. Go then, in all thy

holy exercise of faith and prayer, go to thy God and Father in

Christ Jesus, and plead for all thou standest in need of, for the

life that now is, and that which is to come, upon this footing :

that in him, in whom God hath declared himself well pleased,
thou art well pleased ; and for his blood and righteousness' sake,
thou seekest every supply of grace here, and glory hereafter.

This will be a sure plea, and such as can never fail. And he
that proclaimed, by a voice from heaven, his perfect approbation
of Jesus, as a Saviour for poor sinners, will give, for-his sake,

every thing that poor sinners can need during a life of grace,
until consummated in glory.

In that day, sing ye unto her, A vineyard of red wine.

I the Lord do keep it, I will water it every moment;
lest any hurt it, I will keep it day and night.

Isaiah xxvii. 2, 3.

And in what day, but the gospel day, could this song be sung
with greater justness? Christ's Church is indeed a vineyard,

hedged in, and fenced round, from the world's wilderness ; so
that all within may well sing this song in Judah, when God hath
made it like a strong city, and appointed

" salvation for walls and
bulwarks." Yea, God himself hath sung to his well-beloved Son,
this song of his Beloved, touching his vineyard. But what is the

red wine of the vineyard? Red wine, in Judea, was of the

choicest grapes ; and surely the blood of Christ is the choicest

of all blessings to the sinner's view. Now, my soul, mark the

sweetness of Jesus's promise ; it is he who engageth to keep it;

yea, to have his eye upon it night and day, lest any hurt it; yea,
not only to keep it, but water it, and that every moment : so that

he is both a fence and a refreshing, a covert from the storm, and
as rivers of water in a dry place : and, like some rich luxuriant
tree in a sultry land, not only forms a shade to shelter the poor
sunburnt traveller from the heat, but also affords fruit to slake

His thirst, and to feed him; so that while he is strengthened in
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his journey,, investing under its branches from his fatigue, lie

may find occasion also, to bless God, both for protection and sup-

port. And art thou, blessed Jesus, all this, and infinitely more, |p

thy people? Art thou the tree of life in the paradise of God3
Cost thou keep thy Church, thy vineyard, night and day, tliat

none shall hurt it ; yea, and water it every moment, and every
individual soul of thine, of the plants of thy Father's planting 1

Help me, then, thou blessed, gracious Lord ! help me to feel all

that confidence which is suited to an entire dependence upon
thee ! Sit down, my soul, under " the shadow of thy Lord,
with great delight, and his fruit will be sweet to thy taste."

And they feared as they entered into the cloud.

Luke ix. 34.

My soul ! here is much instruction for thine evening thoughts
to be employed upon. Sit down, and take a leisurely view of the

situation of the disciples of Jesus at this hallowed season, on the

mount. The Lord Jesus was about to manifest to them some-
what of his glory. But the prelude to it was infinitely solemn.

"They feared as they entered into the cloud;" though, when
there, Jesus was going to open to their souls the richest enjoy-
ment of himself. And is it not so with all the sweetest mani-
festations which the Lord makes to his people 1 Seasons of sick-

ness, bereaving providences, afflictions from the world, disap-

pointments, crosses, and the like; these are like the cloud to the

disciples, as we enter them ; but what gracious events have we
found folded up in them, and when opened to our view, how
much of Jesus's love, and grace, and glory, have come out of

them, which, but for the dispensation, we must have lost. And
recollect, my soul, as thou lookest back, and tracest the divine
hand leading thee through dark and trying providences, in how
many cases, and in how many instances, though the cloud was

frowning as thou didst enter, the most blessed sunshine soon
after broke in upon thee. Precious Jesus ! choose for me in

every circumstance yet remaining to be accomplished. I know
not what is in thy sovereign appointments concerning me ; but
sure I am, that both love and wisdom are at the bottom of all.

Give me grace to enter the cloud, be it what it may, without

fear, because I know Jesus is with me : and though, in this my
day, it be neither clear nor dark, yet well I know all shall be well
in thee, and from thee ;

" and at evening time it shall be light."

Verily, verily I say unto you, whatsoever ye shall ask

the Father in myname,he will give it you . John xvi. 23.

My soul ! do not fail to remark, in this blessed promise of
thy^

Lord, how he hath secured the accomplishment of it. Here is
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a double vm/y, if one will not do. And this is said by.the faith-

ful witness, and the Amen of heaven. Had Jesus said xbut the

words themselves, without a single verity , his bare word was

enough to give confirmation to faith ; but when he says, Verily ,

verily, repeating it twice over, how gracious and condescending,
as well as comforting and confirming, ought it to be to our de-

pendence upon what he hath said. But the promise itself comes
in with a blessed shall and >//, and that not to any limited

request or petition, but extended to a whatsoever* as if Jesus

threw the reins of government into his people's hand. In some

parts of scripture, we find a may be, for our encouragement. "It

may be (said the prophet) that the Lord God of Hosts will be

gracious ;" (Amos v. 15 ;) and this ought to encourage a child of

God in the exercise of faith, under every trial. But when God
saith, It shall be, and confirms it with a double asseveration of

"Verily, verily I say unto you;" this sums up all in one, every
assurance that can be desired. Pause, my soul, over the subject,
and then say, what shall be thy requests to thy God and Father,
in the name of his dear Son"? Nay, do not ask for small things,
while the King of heaven hath given thee two verities, that

whatsoever thou shalt ask shall be granted. Jesus himself doth,
as it were, put into thine hand a blank paper for thee to fill in,

having signed and set his own blessed and holy name at the

bottom. Now what wilt thou write down 1 Thou hast nothing
more to do, than to follow the Lord's example, and as he hath

written his name in the promise, do thou also write Jesus, and
Jesus only, on the whole paper. Ask of God thy Father to give
thee Jesus : for in giving him, in him and with him, he giveth
all things. Lord, I would say, give me thine own dear Son,
and I need nothing more: Christ is all, and in all.

And such were some of you; but ye are washed,
but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name
of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God.

1 Cor. vi. 11.

It is profitable at times to see our mercies, and to trace them
to their source, by considering what we once were, the better to

apprehend what we now are. Such, the apostle saith, when
speaking of the vilest of the vile,

" were some of you :" dead
in trespasses and sins, hateful, and hating one another. But
now, being washed from all your filthiness, and from all your
idols, there is a justification by Christ, and a sanctification in
Christ; and by the effectual work of God the Spirit in the heart,
the believer stands complete before God, in the name of the
Lord Jesus. This is a blessed testimony to the soul of the

poor sinner, whom the Holy Ghost hath convinced of sin, of

righteousness, and of judgment. For God the Father gave the

27*
'
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premise, in the Old Testament scripture, that "he would' sprinkle
clean water upon the people, and they, should be clean; -And

here, in the New Testament dispensation, the fountain is opened
by which it is to be accomplished, and they are said to be clean;

yea, "both washed and justified, and sanctified in the name of
the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God." So that all the

persons of the Godhead are engaged in this glorious act, to

render it secure and certain to the believing soul. See to it,

then, my soul, that this be thy privilege, and that from long tried

and approved experience, thou canst take home this sweet scripr
ture to thyself, as "both washed, justified, and sanctified," and
set to thy seal that God is true. Oh ! for grace to live in the

daily exercise of faith upon it, until faith be swallowed up and
lost in sight; and amidst the throng of the redeemed in glory,
thou shalt live at the fountain-head of enjoyment, with those

that have "washed their robes, and made them white in the

blood of the Lamb !"

Thou dumb and deaf spirit, I charge thee come out

of him, and enter no more into him. Mark ix. 25.

Oh ! that the Lord Jesus, in a spiritual healing, would frame

my powers anew in himself, that neither dumbness nor deafness

might ever more stop my voice of praise for the cure of my soul,
as the Lord healed the poor man's son in his body ! One should

suppose that after the song of salvation had been once chanted
in the renewed heart, that heart would never more be out of

tune, nor feel a dumbness or deafness in the Lord's praise. But,
alas ! so much of unbelief lies lurking within, and so much of

exercises come from without, that the harp is often hanging on
the willow, and we seldom sing to the Lord's praise, or proclaim
abroad his glory. Whereas the promise of Jehovah, in allusion

to gospel-days, was, that his Israel should, even from the valley
of Jlchor, find a door of hope ; and the Lord added, that he
would cause his Church to sing there,

" as in the days of her

youth, and as in the day when she came up out of the land of

Egypt." (Hosea ii. 15.) Surely, God is glorified, when, from
the depth of exercises, songs of redemption still go on, and even
in the fire the believer sings his morning and evening hymn to

the praise- of Jesus. Say, my soul, hath Jesus cured thee of this

dumb and deaf spirit 1 Art thou daily showing forth his praises,
who hath called thee out of darkness into his marvellous light?
Dost thou delight thyself in the Lord, and delight to sing in the

ways of the Lord, that "great is the glory of the Lord "?" See
to it that this be among thine evidences of a spiritual healing;
for the Lord promised, in allusion to Israel's recovery, that the

ears of the deaf should be unstopped, and the tongue of the dumb
should sing. Hence all the way through the pilgrimage-state,
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the song of salvation should be heard from the mouth of Zion's

travellers, until they arrive in glory, where "
songs of everlastr

ing joy shall be upon their heads, and sorrow and sighing be
done away for ever."

And hiscommandments are not grievous. 1 John v. 3.

Is it so, my soul, that the commandments of thy Lord are

not grievous unto thee
1

? Surely it is; for though thou earnest

about with thee a body of sin and death, which is everlastingly

harassing thee, yet thou canst, and dost say, "I delight in the

law of God after the inward man ;" yea, in the very moment
that thine old unrenewed nature, when evil is present with thee,
is tempting thee to break through the hedge of divine precepts,
in thy regenerated part thou truly lovest and delightest^ in the

holiness of thy Lord's commandments. And are there not

seasons in thine experience, when, in spite of sin, and Satan,
and the world, thou canst adopt the language of one of old, and

say,-"Oh, how I love thy law; it is my meditation all the

day !" And is it not joy to thy heart, and a blessed part of thy
faith, that the law of thy God was so sure and so strict, that

rather than that a jot of it should pass unfulfilled, or the smallest
breach of it go unatoned for, Jesus must and did diel And is

it not one of the sweetest and most satisfying principles to thee

in the gospel, that Jehovah did not, and would not clear the

guilty, but by an equivalent; so that, both in obedience and by
sacrifice, the law is magnified by thy great Surety, and made
honourable

1

? Precious Jesus! It is wholly by thee, and in

thee, as my soul finds the commandments of my God to be not

grievous. By faith I behold them all fulfilled in thee, as my
glorious head ; and by virtue of my union with thee, I feel the

gracious principle of thy quickening Spirit inclining my soul

both to love thy commandments, and most earnestly desiring to

fulfil them. " Lord, enable me to run the way of thy command-
ments, now thou hast set my soul at liberty !"

Then shalt thou call, and the Lord shall answer
;
thou

shalt cry, and he shall say, Here I am ! Isaiah Iviii. 9.

Mark the graciousness of thy God, my soul, in the readiness
of his answers to thy cries. He hath said, indeed, in another
sweet promise,

" It shall come to pass, that before my people
call, I will answer ; and while they are yet speaking, I will hear."

(Isaiah Ixv. 24.") But in addition to this, Jesus here throws in

another precious assurance ;
for when we call, he will not only

answer, but to our cry he will say, Here I am! As if, and
which is indeed really the case, the Lord would have his children

know, that he is always present with them; nearer to support,
than any of their foes can be to hurt. Now, my soul ! I charge
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it upon thee, this evening, that this view, and the recollection

ofthe everlasting presence of thy Lord, be never more from thy

thoughts. How full to the same purport is that blessed scrip-
ture: "As the mountains are round about Jerusalem, so the

Lord is round about his people from henceforth even for ever."

(Psalm cxxv. 2.) And if Jesus encircle them in his'arms, what

power shall break through to wound 1 If Jesus himself be their

shield, what weapon shall penetrate through him to come at

them? Lie down, my soul, this night, and for ever, under these

blessed impressions. Jesus doth by thee as one whom his mother
comforteth. When the timid child is put to bed, the tender

parent will sit by her darling until he is gone to sleep. But
if the child be fearful that the mother hath left the room, fre-

quently the child sends forth a cry, until by her voice she quiets
him again. Jesus doth this, and more: for when new fears

arise, and darkness adds to the distress,
" then shall thou call,"

saith he, "and the Lord shalt answer; thou shalt cry, and he
shall say, Here I am!" Oh ! how blessed is the thought! I

AM is always I AM ; and always here !

O taste and see that the Lord is good ! Ps. xxxiv. 8.

Those views of Jesus are blessed, which not only take in his

loveliness, but his usefulness ; which tend both to commend
him to our regard, as fair and beautiful, and at the same time

full and bountiful ; that, like some rich and wide-spreading tree,

yea, like the tree of life in the paradise of God, is at once both
for shelter and fruit. My soul ! look at thy Jesus thus, and thou

wilt then enter into the sense of this delightful verse of scrip-
ture :

" taste and see that the Lord is good !" In this expe-
rience of Christ consists the proper knowledge and apprehension
of him. An hearsay account of Jesus is but a poor account. By
hearing sermons, reading the scriptures, attending ordinances,
and the like, men may acquire some knowledge of him; but

until the Holy Ghost form him in the heart,
" the hope of glory,"

we never taste and see that the Lord is good. It was this which

distinguished the Church's enjoyment of her Lord, and which
enabled her to make a suitable answer to that question of the

daughters of Jerusalem :" What is thy beloved more than
another beloved "?" For when we can say,

" Of his fulness have
all we received, and grace for grace," then, and not before, can
we say also, as he did from whom this testimony was given,
" I saw and bare record, that this is the Son of God." My soul !

see to it, that in your commendation of Jesus, you can add to the

account your own personal enjoyment of him. And think what
a blessedness must accompany that recommendation of the Lord,
when, like the beloved apostle, you can hold forth Christ upon
the same principles, and for the same cause as he did : "That"
(said he)

* which was from the beginning, which we have heard,
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which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon,
and

;
6ur hands have handled of the word of life declare we

unto you ; that ye also may have fellowship with us : and truly
our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus
Christ." (1 Johni. 1,3.)

This is he that came by water and blood, even Jesus
Christ : not by water only, but by water and blood.

1 John v. 6.

My soul ! ponder this weighty scripture well. There is much
in it. When the soldier pierced the sacred side of Jesus, John
recorded the act and its effects as most significant and important.
That it penetrated the heart, is most evident, because from no
other part of the body could blood and water, in a full stream,
flow together: and as both, in the purposes of redemption,

strikingly set forth the great object of Christ's mission, so John
is here impressing the great truth on the minds of the Church,
as a matter most essentially necessary to be regarded. He
repeats it, that it might not be overlooked or forgotten. It was
not by water only, that Christ came, but by water and blood.

Both represented the necessity of that redemption our nature

universally required, for the purpose of salvation, and therefore

Christ came by both. The water administered by the various

washings under the law, and the blood shed in the innumerable
sacrifices ; as Jesus came to sum up and fulfil all in one, it was
needful that he should come with both. And hence, as by the

washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost, shed
on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour, the Lord

accomplisheth that which the typical representations of the law
set forth ; so by his blood he completes that also in the full price
ofredemption which the numberless sacrifices on the Jewish altar

were uniformly intended to shadow. Behold, my soul, the vast

and infinite importance of the thing itself, and look, this evening,
with an eye of faith unto Jesus, who thus came, until by faith

thou also not only enter into a full apprehension of the great de-

sign of his coming, but art perfectly assured that thou hast a per-
sonal interest in the same, and that Jesus hath presented thee,

among his redeemed, to himself, a glorious Church, " not having
spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing, but that thou shouldst be
without blame before him in love."

To remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he

said, It is more blessed to give than to receive.

Acts xx. 35.

My soul, do,not forget these words of thy Lord, after the Holy-
Ghost hath been pleased thus sweetly to give them to the Church.
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It is probable, that Jesus had more than once expressed himself
in those gracious words to his disciples, though none of the Evan-

gelists have recorded them. B*ut God the Holy Ghost would
have them communicated to the Church, and therefore the apos-
tle Paul folds up his parting sermon to the Church at Ephesus?
with them. And blessed be that eternal Spirit for this, among
a thousand other instances 'of glorifying the Lord Jesus ! And
now, my soul, do not forget the words of thy Lord, but bind
them as frontlets between thine eyes, and beg of the Holy Ghost
to engrave them on thine heart. Is it, my Lord, more blessed

to give than to receive 1 With Jesus, indeed, it hath been for

ever thus : for thou canst receive nothing but broken hearts : and
we have nothing else to give thee. Hast thou found it so, my
Lord, that it is more blessed to give than to receive"? And doth

thy blessedness consist in giving instead ofreceiving 1 Yea,Lord,
it is indeed thy blessedness, thy glory, thy joy, to give pardon
to guilty sinners, and grace to needy sinners. Thou art most
blessed in this barter, in giving out of thy fulness to supply the

emptiness of thy poor pensioners, and to shed thy blood on pur-

pose that there might be an open and everlasting fountain for

sin and for nncleanness. Lord ! may I always remember this,

and so remember it as to see, that while it is thy blessedness to

give and not to receive, it is my blessedness to have to do with one
who cannot receive, but hath all to give. Yea, thou ever blessed,
ever lovely, ever gracious Jesus ! let me so remember those sweet
words of thine, that I may see that it is part of the blessedness
of my Lord to give to his poor creature, and that Jesus is made
blessed and glorious by laying out his grace upon such a poor
worm as I am. Let me say, and let my faith be strengthened
while I say it, through thy grace teaching me, " My God, my
Saviour, my Lord Jesus will get glory in the everlasting praises
of heaven from my poor soul, and from every poor sinner whom
he hath saved, like me, in having laid out the riches of his grace,
and in saving, by his blood and righteousness, souls that were
dead in trespasses and sins." Henceforth may I always re-

member the words of my Lord. It is Jesus that hath found it

"more blessed to give than to receive."

Shall I bring to the birth, and not cause to bring
forth? saith the Lord. Shall I cause to bring forth,
and shut the womb ? saith thy God. Isaiah Ixvi. 9.

Observe, my soul, not only how readily the Lord undertakes
to bless his people, and makes good his promises, but the gracious
manner in which he confirms his word unto his servants,

" where-
in h& causeth them to hope." All the promises of God in Christ
Jesus are sweet, and sure, and amen; but, methinks there is a^

double blessedness in those, which, from their seeming to come
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to us with difficulty, the Lord recommends yet mpie by bringing
in the sovereignty of his power to their accomplishment. . It is

as if the Lord said by every one,
" Because it be marvellous in

your eyes, should it be also marvellous in mine eyes ? saith the

Lord of host's." (Zech. viii. 6.) My soul ! if thou wilt read once

more, this blessed evening, the gracious verse of the prophet in
this view, the beauty and glory of it will more abundantly appear.
Did God ever, in nature or in grace, fill the womb with expecta-
tion, and in the end cause a disappointment'! Look through the
whole compass of creation, and observe the appointed weeks

through all his works. And will he restrain in thenew creation"?

Is he not pledged in covenant-engagements to people Zion with
men as a flock 1 Is not the travail of the Redeemer's soul to be
as incalculable as the dew-drops of the morning 1 And shall

Jehovah cease to be Jehovah here
1

? Shall he bring to the birth,

and not cause to bring forth) Shall he restrain or shut the womb?
saith thy God. My soul ! while thou art looking at the divine

faithfulness, and the divine power, as the everlasting security for

the fulfilment of all the promises of God r in Christ to Zion at

large, take home the same strength of argument (for it is the

same) to thine own security in particular. Hath the Lord thy
God brought forth to thy new birth in Jesus, all the blessed hopes
of salvation in his blood and righteousness ; and will he not go-

on to. the accomplishment of every thing needful in grace here,
and glory hereafter to all eternity 1 Is any thing too hard for

God ? Shall thy cold and unbelieving heart make the word of

God, and the oath of his promise of none effect
1

? Dost thou not

see that all thy security is in God's faithfulness, and not dependent
upon man's improvement 1 Oh ! the blessedness of ceasing from

man, and resting upon God. Give me, blessed Jesus ! give mo
grace to look of? from myself, and to be wholly looking to thee !

to live off from myself, and to live wholly upon thy fulness !

The night-watches. Psalm Ixiii. 6.

The night-watches afford blessed seasons to the soul, when
those who know Jesus, and can and do enjoy Jesus, wait more
for his coming than they that wait for the dawn of the morning.

My soul ! what saith thine experience to the visits of Jesus in

the night-watches ? Hast thou ever known any thing like the

Bethel-vishs of Jacob, in those silent hours of the night? When
no eye hath seen thee but his, that seeth in secret, and no ear

heard but his, that wakeneth thee morning by morning, canst

thou sgy what hath passed between thy Lord and thee, giving
refreshments of soul, infinitely more satisfying than all the sleep
of the body ? Hast thou known somewhat of these inexpressibly
sweet visits of thy Lord ? Hath Jesus at times manifested him-
self in those hallowed hours, otherwise than he doth to the world ?
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Yea, hath he not sometimes awakened thee to the call of, his

visit, and graciously prepared thee to the enjoyment ; and hath
he not come in the communication by his word and grace in such
a way and manner, that, like the patriarch, thou hast been con-
strained to consider it as the very gate of heaven 1 These visits

of Jesus are blessed visits. Many a child of God is so straitened

in the necessary and unavoidable labours of the day, that the
cares and concerns of himself, and perhaps of a family, or of

service, too much interrupt the life of communion with God in

the soul : but the night-watches afford many an hour, when no

interruption can arise, for the enjoyment of fellowship with the

Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ. My soul ! be always on
the look-but for a visit from thy Lord in the night-watches. If

thou art listening, thou wilt hear his voice, as the Church of old

did, saying,
"
Open to me ! for my head is filled with dew, and

my locks with the drops of the night." (Song v. 2.) And oh !

with what refreshing dews of grace, and love, and favour doth
he come ! All the drops of the night, and the dew of the morn-

ing, are not so grateful to the thirsty earth, as the visits of Jesus,
when coming as rain upon the mown grass, to the languishing
souls of his people. Come, Lord ! and visitmy soul in the night-
watches ; and do thou tarry with me until the break of day, and
make thyself known unto me, as thou didst to thy disciples,
while talking of thyself, and opening to me thy scriptures.

Then a lord, on whose hand the king leaned, answered
the man of God, and said, Behold, if the Lord would
make windows in heaven, might this thing be ? And
he said, Behold, thou shalt see it with thine eyes, but

shalt not eat thereof. 2 Kings vii. 2.

My soul ! do not fail to remark, from the numberless instances

given upon record in scripture, how the sin of unbelief is bound

up in our very nature. Every man is of himself disposed to it.

The subtilty of Satan induced this among the masterpieces of

his devilish art. Hence nothing but an act of sovereign grace
can bring a cure. What the prophet promised, in the midst of

dearth, of so sudden and so great a supply of bread, appeared so

incredible to human reason, that this unbelieving lord, on whose
hand the king of Israel leaned, and perhaps in whose judgment
he had great confidence, brake out into the indecent expression,
that nothing less than the Lord's making windows in ; heaven
could accomplish it. But the event, to Israel's joy, and his

punishment, literally took place : and such was the pressure of

the people for bread, at the gate of the city, that the unbelieving
lord was trodden to death. And what is thine instructioivmy
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of n'fe;forthelamine ofUhy spul. Jes^s: himself^ tte
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of GodVis :cPme down
?
that "

whospeyer Delieyeth on him.ni|y
eat and? live fo,r ever." Oh! for faith to give credit to Gfpcjjs

testimony of his. dear Son : -and both to see, and to eat
vpit,^im,

and to live for ever. Lord ! I would say,
" Evermore give me

this bread!" J ;!,

The eyes of all wait upon thee, and thou giyest-iMm.
their meat in due season. Thou bpertest thine" Hawj,
and satisfieth the desire of every living, thing. ^ - i

; Psalm cxly. 15, 16.

What a full and comprehensive scripture is here ! and-wha^a
view doth it open to the mind in the contemplation of God, in
all hisi works of nature, providence, and grace ! Pause pyer^t,
my soul, and as thou meditatest, apply it to the several circum-
stances of thine own wants, and the wants of Jesus's Church,in
Zion. Remember, that as all eyes .of the redeemed wait: upon
thy God, as well as thine ; so it is Jesus, and Jesus only,: that
can satisfy the desire of all. Figure to thyself, at this moment,
the court of Jesus thronged with waiting petitioners ! and behold
Jesus coming forth to supply, andanswer all, and every one.

, Think how many, how great, how diversified their cases. And
then behold Jesus as not only having the suited blessing for all ;

but that when the desire of every,living thing is satisfied, Jesus
is no less full than before ; neither is an atom of the riches of

his grace abated. Oh! could this great truth but be once

thoroughly impressed upon the minds of sinners, yea, not only
needy, but wretched, worthless sinners, how would the heavenly
court be crowded day and night to watch for, and to partake of

his bounty. My soul, hasten with thy petition, for the king is

on his throne, and waiting to be gracious. And as thou goest,
"invite every poor creature whom thou seest, to go with=.thee.

Tell him there is enough for thee, enough for him, enough :
for

all.
* And tell him to accompany thee with full confidence :. for

however ready and earnest his soul is -to seek, Jesus is infinitely
more ready to bestow. Tell him, moreover, that while Jesus
will be making him blessed in receiving, Jesus himself will be

abundantly more glorious
in giving ; for it is on such poor sinners

that he makes his grace to shine. Say, dear Lord ! art thou
not more blessed to the view and love of thy Church in propor-
tion as they receive of thy grace? and the happier thy people
are made in thee, the more glorious art thou in them*

;
And

whence ;all tthis, thoa dearest Lord, but because tEpu art, hast

beeny and will be^ for, everlasting to everlasting
1

, JesusJ / -

28



. And -when Jesus-came to the place, he looked up and
saw him,

4 and said unto himyZaedheus, toake^liasfeii|\G

c,qme down ;
for to-day I must abide at thme^h^use^

Precious Jesus ! what an instance is here of the freenessj'fuj-
~

ness, and sovereignty of thy grace ! And was there a needs Ve

Lord, that thou shouldst go to the place where this publican
was T a needs be to look up and see him! a needs be to call himT
and a needs be to abide at his house! Is this thy manner, O
Lordj in calling sinners 1 So then it was not Zaccheus seeking
Jesus, out Jesus seeking Zaccheus. His cuirosity, as he thought,
led iiim thither ; but it was the prevenient grace of Jesus inches

poor,man's heart that first awakened that curiosity in him. Arijj

di$ Jesus seek Zaccheus, call Zaccheus, incline Zaccheus to re-

ceive him, and bring salvation to his heart and house that blessed

day ? Oh ! then for grace to see, and enjoy Jesus in all. Yea,
1 see, LortU now plain enough, that all is thine; and of thine

own, all we give is from thee. When first my heart felt inclined

to seek Jesus, it was Jesus who inclined my heart to this 'Christ-

seeking. Never should I have looked on thee, nor felt ari in-

clination to see thee, hadst thou not first looked on me, and given
me that desire. And what it was first, so is it now, in all the

after enjoyments of thy sight and of thy presence. If I am at any
time looking after thee, I may cry out with Abraham's hand-maid,
" Thou, Lord, seest me," and art looking after me. For never,
even after all my knowledge of thee, should I look to thee, with
an eye of desire, except the eye of Jesus glance on me as it did

pn Peter, in quickening and awakening grace. Oh ! then, thou
dear Lord ! let me daily, hourly hear thy voice calling me down
from all creature-concerns, and creature-confidences, to receive

my Lord; and be thou constrained by thy love to come, not as

the wayfaring man, to tarry but for the night, but to abide, and

dwell, and never more depart from me. Be thou my God, and
make me thy servant for ever.

- .
- ** * ,

Let him kiss me with the kisses of his mouth; for

thy love, is better than wine. Song i. 2.

And-what are the kisses of Jesus, but the manifestation of

himself to his people 1 Old Testament saints longed for this

blessing;, and New Testament believers live by the same faith

in the enjoyment of it. The cause is most evident indeed ; for

the .love, of Jesus passeth knowledge* Nothing of the nether"

springs, in ; comforts can even describe the blessedness of it : for

cpjirt, andr w.ine, and oi], when they increase, cannot; satisfy those

desires, which; Jesus in himself and his w^per-spring mercies
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,_., may ,act a

toje ;

;

pdy?S wfeakfi^s,>hd it may, for

wolrtdly;^orrow; but in both dases,
J the maladies

sometimjes with double violence, and baffle all its powers: nay*
if kwlne,he used too freely, so far from affording relief, itycill
add |runkehiiesS to thirst. 'But thy love, blessed Jesus, never

foils; of its gracious end and design. The power and efficacy is

not confined to the relief of bodily distresses, but extends to

those of the soul: yea, it raiseth the sinner, who is dead in

trespasses and sins, and infallibly saves him from the second
death. And such is its cordial and refreshing nature, that it

not only gives the body ease, but cheers and gladdens the soul ;

and unlike the juice of the grape, where large draughts injure

both, he that drinks deepest into thy love, thou blessed Jesus,
can never find an excess of injury, but delight. Every one that

hath only tasted of thy love, is constrained to cry out, with the ,

Church : u Stay me with
flagons,

comfort me with apples : for

I zim sick of love." (Song ii. 5.) Shall I not then join in this

sweet scripture, and say, as she did : "Let Jesus kiss me with
the kisses of his mouth ; for thy love is better than wine I"

The Lord's free-man. 1 Corinthians vii. 22. "".'..','

And who is the Lord's free-man 1 Jesus himself hath given
a decio'ed answer to this inquiry.

" Whosoever committelh sin

(saith Jesus) is the servant of sin." Now as by nature we are

all bprn in this state of bondage to sin, arid by practice have

fully manifested the stock of servitude to which by nature we
belong; we are vassals and slaves to sin, and in bondage to all

the dreadful consequences.
" But," saith Jesus, "if the Son

shall make you free, you shall be free indeed !" (John- viii.

3436.) Hence, then, my soul, learn what it is to be the Lord's

free-man, and the blessed effects .resulting from this freedom.
If this be thy portion, thou art no longer in bondage to "the
curse of God's broken law." Jesus hath freed them from this;

having "redeemed thee from the curse of the law, in being
made himself a curse." Thou art no longer under " the penalty
of sin ;" "Jesus delivered thee from the wrath to conie, when
"he, who knew no sin, became sin for his people, that they
might be made the righteousness of God in him." Thou art

'nolonger under "the dominion of sin :" Jesus hath taken away
this 'power also ; for " the law of the Spirit of life which is in

Christ Jesus, hath made his people free from the law of sin and
death :" thou art loosed from "the yoke of Satan;" for by the

conquest of jDhrist on the cross, thou art " delivered from the

po^er of darkness, and translated into the kingdom of God's

dear Son," Thou art freed from "the slavish feare of death:"
for through death Jesus hath destroyed him that had the power
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of death, that is th*e devil, and hath delivered them 'who,
ithfpughjfear ofdeath, were all their lifetime subject to bondage."
5Are:tjjesep among the privilege^ of the Lord's iree-manl^K :it

im$,to be a citizen of the Jerusalem above, which is fr?e'r

the/mother of us all? Hail then, thou almighty Lord of
'

eople! It is thou who hast redeemed them to God by,

loojdl
And therefore to thee we wave the palm of victory, as-

cribing all our salvation to God and the Lamb! .

-p
b

While we look not at the things which are .seen.

But at the things which are not seen. 2 Cor. iv. 18.

This was the blessed plan of Old Testament believers, under

present exercises : to look off from the objects of sight, and to

substantiate and realize the objects of faith. They saw
** the day

oChrist afar off;" and in that view, "rejoiced and were glad."

By this means they brought into present enjoyment things which
were distant; their faith acting like those glasses which magnify
and bring home whatever is remote, as though it were nigh.
Npw, my soul, take instruction from those eminent worthies of

the Old Testament school, that "
through patience and comfort

of the scriptures, thou also mayest have hope." By virtue of

thine interest in Jesus, thou hast a large property in the world
to come. If Christ be thine, all is thine. And certainly it is

an extensive domain which thou hast in Christ's bond-promises,
,and God's covenant-securities : yea, thy right is confirmed be-

yond all earthly charters whatever. God thy Father hath pro-
mised and confirmed the whole with an oath ; Jesus hath written,
as well as bought it with his blood ; and God the Holy Ghost
hath sealed it with the great seal of heaven. Now whenever
thou art at any .time put to it, by reason of difficulties and exer-

cises below, look off from all those things which are but ,tem-

ippral, and take a view of those which are eternal. And while
thou lookest upon them as thine own, with a sure right of a re-

versionary interest after the death of an old life, which is con-

suming daily, enter by faith -upon the enjoyment of them now.
Do as men of the world do by their estates and their property :

the husbandman values his crops, and counts up what the har-

vest, when it comes, will bring in; whereas he may be disap-

pointed,with a blasting, or mildew, or storms, or canker-worms :

but no such events can happen to thee. The merchantman will

borrow money upon the credit of his ships returning from a

foreign market; notwithstanding many peradventures are
;
be-

tween him and his vessels' return: but this is not thy case.

Thine is certain, perfect, sure. Hence, therefore, live by pre-
sent faith upon the enjoyment of it, and thou wilt find that [this

is the grand secret of all the happiness of life. This is what the

apostle declared to be the profitableness, of being godly j for it
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^^iHne promise of the life that now is, and of that whidh is

jto^ome?' ': So that if men oppress thee, devtts teriipt^hee^ibe

|l|gfle of thiiie own heart be daily making thy pilgrimage troiible-

|^hie?
'tutn from the things which are seen, and feast,up6ri those

to^ which thou art hastening, which are not seen : arid, likejthose
valiant heroes gone before, "take joyfully the spoiling of thy
goods, knowing that in heaven thou hast a better and an enduring
substance." For if the Lord break up thine housekeeping, ana
remove thy furniture from thee, he..will shortly take thee home
to his own house: and if he cause thy bed to be taken from
under thee, it will be no loss to exchange it for Jesus's bosom.
'This is the cause why the old saints fainted not. Lord Jesus t

give me the same spirit !

But I have a baptism to be baptized with, and

am I straitened till it be accomplished!
Luke xii. 50.

My soul ! look at Jesus under his straitenings, and thou wilt
find it the best support and encouragement under thine. He
had in view, when he thus expressed himself, the waterspouts
arid the billows ofdivine wrath against sin, which, as the sinner's

surety, were to be poured upon him. Jesus calls it a baptism.
I cannot'sufficiently admire the word, because it is my Lord's,
and because it is so applicable. Afflictions, then, are baptisms
to his people, when commissioned by his grace, arid when blessed

by 'his Holy Spirit. Never lose sight of them, my soul, in this

view; they will be always sacred : and from the straitenings of

Jestis, until his were accomplished, do thou at all times fetch

relief arid encouragement Under thine. He that felt
straitening;

fdrhiniself,' well knew how to enlarge thine heart: arid he that

kiiew the baptism he had to go through, knows, arid hath laid

iff ?ftl Pr Per enlargements and support for thine. One look at

Jesus iri the priestly vestment which he still wears, will give
niore comfort to thine heart under all straitenings, be they what

they may, than all thine own laboured attempts that, without an

ejfa to Je'sus, thou canst set up : and surely, he who in the days
ofhis flesh felt straitenings, will not forget thine. Lord ! . bring

my
'

jJo'br
soul under the continual baptisms of thy Spirit.

For every creature of God is good, and nothing to

&e refused, if it be received with thanksgiving : for it

13 sanctified by the word of God and prayer.
; -;T I Timothy iv. 4j 5.

Ihave 6ffen thought that there is somewhat in diir ordinary

ineals, arid especially the evening rrieal, which hath a tendency
28*
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to cailliup the exercise of grace. Surely bur family,

shpiilji remind ua of the Lord's' family; arid our

of the Lord's supper. The thing itself might' well be supposed
to call up our attention, and to create holy cohversatibn cqii-

perning him and his table, and of that supper of the Lamb; in

heaven, at
.
which believers hope very shortly to meet as orie

family, to rise up no more for ever. And, as at the Lord's

table, so at our own, every thing is sanctified by the wbr(i of

(Sfod.and prayer. My soul, mark what this scripture saith con-

cerning our food : "Every creature of God is good, and nothing
to be refused, if received with thanksgiving, and sanctified."

God's word over it, and the prayer of the faithful offered up
with it, gives a sanctified use to all our comforts, and brings up
with them a double sweetness. And if, while receiving them,
we look to him ; so that while the body feeds on his bounties,
the soul is fed on his grace; surely the heart feeds "with

thanksgiving," and "
every creature is good." Many a poor

man, by these means, hath found more of Jesus at his own
table, than thousands, who know not Jesus, do at the Lord's.

And to be thus feasted night and morning, every service be-

comes sacramental: for Christ is still the Passover. Lord,
make my whole use of the creatures of thy bounty thus sanc-

tified to me, that I may behold and enjoy Jesus in every
one!

/The king's daughter is all glorious within.

,/>-'' Psalm xlv. 13.

As the Redeemer is known to his Church under ajgreat
variety of names and characters, and is blessed to the Church
in every one, whether of " brother," or "husband," or "friend,"
so Jesus condescends to call his Church by a variety of nariies

also, all descriptive of the unbounded love he bears towards
her. She is his "fair one," his "spouse," his "chosen," his

"sister," and in this "song of loves," she is called "the

king's daughter." But it is most blessed to observe that by
whatever name she is known, it is all in allusion to Jesus, for

from him, and in him, she derives the whole of her beauty
and excellency. Her glory is in her Lord, and she is wholly
spiritual ; all derived, like the shining of the moon, from the
sun. If the Church be comely, it is from the comeliness the
LordvJesus hath put upon her. For as the whole perfection
of beauty

1

is in Christ, as a rich and complete constellation, so

every perfection in his people is from their union with him.
;

It

is Jesus who gives a loveliness to every object that is lovely.

My soul! what saith thy experience to this statement! Thou
art indeed "all glorious within," if Christ be formed there "the

hope of glory." And if "
thy God be thy glory," then wilt
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.
tt]bi^i;..fee.l

what the Church
vfelt, and,, taking ,up her lapgu^ge,

j$^;$iij; sayV" I am black as the tents of Kedar^ Ku| comely
^as^tivB^curtains of Solomon." (Song i. 5.) Oh ! the felipity of

Jj^ov^ing the totalVunworthiness of the human heart, which,
like

c the, spots and swarthiness of the Ethiopian, makes the

^Ohurph truly black and deformed : and oh ! the felicity ^aiso of

.knowing our comeliness, from the beauty Christ hath. put upon
vus^and the sanctifying and regenerating influences of the Hply
.Spirit. Precious Lord Jesus ! be it my portion always to ap-

pear in the spotless robe of thy righteousness -,
and then shall I

oe indeed "
all-glorious within !"

For he loveth our nation, and he hath built us a

synagogue. Luke vii. 5.

.", W.hat a very interesting character is given, though but in few
words, of this honest centurion. Though unconnected with
Israel, and a Gentile, yet he loved the Jews. Was he, like

another Rahab, partaker of the faith, and though unconscious of

it, Jiad a part in Jesus ] It is most blessed to behold such rich

provisions in grace, making way for the calling of the people,
both Jew and Gentile, in that plan of redemption,

"
given in

, Christ Jesus before the world began !" But we must not stop
here, in our view of the centurion. He not only loved the.Jewish

nation, but gave proofs of that love, in building them a syna-

gogue. Surely nothing short of grace in the heart could have

wrought such acts of love and affection to Israel, and to Israel's

<Gpd, in a Gentile mind! But, while admiring this gracious
Tcpfiduct in the centurion, and admiring still more the blessed

Author4pd Giver pf that grace, which wrought it in his mind ;

is it possible not to have the affections instantly and irresistibly

"directed to thee, thou blessed Lord Jesus, who, as far as light
transcends darkness, or the heaven is higher than the earth, sur-

;passest every other pattern of excelling charity "? Of thee, thou

.dear Redeemer, it must be truly said, "thou loyest our nation,"
and hast built us indeed, not a synagogue only, but art thyself

pur dwelling-place for ever! For thy love brought thee from

.Heaven, prompted thee to live for us, to die for us, to rise again
for us, and to take possession for us of the glorious tabernacle,

not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. Yea, Lord Jesus !

thou so Ipyedst us, as to accomplish this vast, this wonderful,
this

, never-befdre-heard-of undertaking, and nevermore to be

.undertaken, of laying the foundation in thy blood ! M(y soul !

what wilt thou render to the Lord for all his benefits? Oh!
'take the cup of salvation, and call upon his name.. Tell the

"(Whole wbrld. how he hath,loved, and how he hath founded Zion,
"and is.and will be her King forever!
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Thy words were found, anil I did ea| them,
word was unto me the joy and rejoicing of my
'_

Jeremiah xv>

Yea, Lord I I have indeed found thy words most preeioMsy
and, through thy grace,

I have eaten them, and' they are as TCLO-

li^yahd the honeycomb to my soul. In them I find my God arid

leather in his covenant-engagements, all pledged in faithfulness

to his dear Son, to be the everlasting and unchanging portion of

his redeemed. Oh! whlat unknown, jwhat unspeakable blessed-

ness do I find in that one promise : "I will be their God,' and

they shall be my people !" Here also I find Christ and his ful-

ness ; the Holy Ghost and his graces ; the whole covenant arid

its rich promises : all secured, made over, and co-operating to

the assurance of salvation ! And how then can thy word, Lord,
wherein thou hast caused me to .hope, be otherwise than "the

joy and rejoicing of my heart
1*" I have Jesus in all, and his

promises in all, and therefore can never fail of all that is here

engaged, since all the promises of God in Christ " are yea and
amen !" Oh ! then, let thy word continue " as a lamp unto my
feet, and a light unto my path," which will shine all the way
through, even to lighten up the dark valley of the shadow of

dfeajh, until I come " to dwell in the house of my God for ever"!'*

And he looked up, and said, I see men as trees,

walking. Mark viii. 24.

I have often considered the case of this man as holding forth

a sweet and comfortable lesson of instruction to the small attain-

ments of the followers of Jesus. Perhaps our gracious Lord, in

the method he was pleased to adopt, in the opening of this

man's eyes by gradual means, intended so to instruct his people.

Mysoul ! look at it in this point of view ; it may he profitable
to thee. When the Son of God, who came to give light to the

spiritually blind, as well as to restore vision to the eye of the

body, first touched this poor man's eyes, the effect was, that

when he looked up, the men he saw were only like trees^ walk-

ing; the sight was imperfect, and the objects obscure. Arid such
is it very frequently in our apprehension of spiritual things ; but
then it should be remembered, and remembered with great
thankfulness, that this imperfection of our sight differs alto-

gether from total darkness. Objects we certainly see* though
we do toot clearly see them as we desire. If I see men as trees,

walking, it is past a doubt that wen I see; arid by a parity of

reasoning, if, in a spiritual sense,! see Jesus in his suitableness,

fulness, and all-sufficiency, for a poor sinner, though I long to
see mote of him, and to see him more plainly, yet the sight I

now have is blessed ; and being wrought by his owri gracious
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hands, it begets a lively hope that he who hath begun the cure

OT4U--^.Bjfe.ot : .it.; The way to ascertain- the ,reality^of sp^ifua/
fife, iCnpt uiisimiiar to what is .done in doubtful caseininspect
tq /ahftnal life. It is a sure sign of lifelif the body/ec/, however
tiy other symptoms of health maybe suspended. There is a
vast difference between deadness and death. If a man cannot

$peaki:yet is he conscious of, what others say.
2 If he carinpt

make sigm^ yet can he take food? If he cannot take food, doth

hje. move ? If he doth not move, doth he breathe?. Still then
there is life. And, in like manner, the soul that is breathing
after Jesus, though he doth not move* hath life. He is looking
up, like this poor creature, and all he seeth is imperfect. But
Jesus will do by him as by this blind man : he will put his hand

upon him again, and at length he will make him to behold every
object clearly. Lord, give me grace to bless the'e for all attain-

ments, and never " to despise the day of small things !"

Clouds and darkness are round about him; righteous-
ness and judgment are the habitation of his throne.

"

Psalm xcvji, .

What a blessed scripture is here ! And-what a satisfying an-
swer is given in it to the endless questions which are for ever

arising in the human mind, for explaining the ways and works
of God towards his creatures ! The words are as if the sacred
writer had been answering such inquiries, and had therefore

made this conclusion; there must be much darkness, which the

dim view of short-sighted creatures cannot see through, in car-

rying on the purposes of Jehovah : but here is an everlasting
rule to go by : righteousness and judgment are the habitation of

his throne, who is " wonderful in counsel, and excellent in work-

ing." Oh! my soul! couldst thou call to remembrance this

blessed scripture every day, and all the day, in the several exer-

cises of thy warfare, how many anxieties would it save thee? I

know as well as can be, in the perfect and clear conviction of my
heart, the blessed truth : but when it comes to be put into prac-
tice, I am for ever calling it in question. I know that Jesus is

pleased very frequently to work by contrary means ; it is his pro-
vince and his prerogative to quicken the dead, and to call "things
that.are not, as though they were ;" his strength is perfected in

weakness : and he sometimes kills to make alive, and wounds in

order to heal. But in a killing time, I am so apt to reason with
flesh and blood, that I forget the quickening tirne; and when
the wounds are bleeding, so that life seems running out of them,
I. judge it impossible that they ever can again be healed; and

hastily conclude, with the Church,
" My strength and my hope is

'

perished from the Lord." (Lament, iii. 18.) Oh! for grace to

righteousness and judgment of my God and Saviour as
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ifijjj w^at shall be'fpr iaiy welfarej neither can he :

ap]poirtk

thing but what carries the mark of his love upon it; /^L&
trie, thoii dear Lord ! let me hea fty^sweet voice through/&11

m$ clouds and darkness which $te round about thy clispensa-
tit>nsj arid whisper to me, as thou didslt to thine astonished

apostle, and then in every one, how mysterious soever 'it may
bfe, it Will silence my fears : "What I do thou knowest not now,
but thbitshaH know hereafter."

: ;r

DECEMBER.
;

And they, continuing daily with one accord in the

temple, and breaking bread from house to house, dM
eat their meat with gladness, and singleness of heart,

prafeing God, and having favour with all the people.
: Ads ii. 46,

What a beautiful picture is here given of the primitive
Church ! My soul ! think of the happiness of the saints of God
in those days, when, instead of that idle and unprofitable con-

yersatipni; which, for the most part, fills up the employment of

Christiahs professing godliness in the present day , believers ne-
ver met without celebrating the Lord's supper, (for so the ex-

pression of eating bread from house to house means ;) and their

ordinary meals were conducted with a single eye to God's glory !

What a sad change hath taken place in the circumstances of
Christians !

"
They were daily with one accord in the temple :"

and thousands who would be very highly offended were their re-

ligious profession to be called in question, think one part of the

L6rd*s day sufficient to be found there. They conversed "from
house to house" of the great things of salvation : but what par-
lour, what place of meeting, what house or family must we go
into, to hear ofJesus and his gospel! They were daily setting
forth the broken body of Christ, in the action of "breaking of

bread and of prayer:" but how many are there who think the

observance of monthly communions of Christ's body and blood

too frequent, and only attend now and then, lest the frequency
of the service should lessen the reverence due to it ? My soul !'

lopk to it, that thy life be upon the plan of those venerable fol-

lowers of the Lord ! Oh ! for grape to make every day a sabbatii-

d^j?,; and every table the Lord's table I Precious Jesus\V I
tv^tilti

!>jay to,keep up a constant remembrance of thee, that " wMt^
I eat or drink, or whatever I do, I may do all to the glory oFjGroli !

"
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thine heart waketh to the knowledgiB of thy
; Lord. 1

suitable and unbecoming is it, for one who hath tasted i

Lord is gracious, to be indifferent to- the farther enjpyrnenj:
of

him ! Time was, when if thou didst niis^ Jesusi in theprdirianc.e,^
oi:liadst hot a visit from thy Lord for a short space, thpii wiBjrtf

oii'the> wing of love going fpith;iri every'^way, and in every direcr

tibnvin the inquiry, "Saw ye him whom my soul loveth?" And
carisfr thou, my soulvbe contented to live:iii^this sjeepy JTrame,

ar^Cwitiiout
the visits of thy Lord

.

t Look up to Jesusy lie 'is,

neaf at^nand, and waitmg tp be gracious ! ListeX to
^

liis*ypit^m
*

hil^wqrd^in his^ordinances, in all the means of his graljei ;^liai8iten^

to the^'ajvakening ministry of someone of ^his-JEaithful servantSiT^
THese, methods the Lord will bless. Jesus will come again : he,
will do by thee as he did by the Church, "He will put .in hi^
handjby the hole of the door, until that thy bowels areyrn'aye^
fbrcliim^'^Precious Lord/Jesus''! keep fromme allsleepy, lifeless

frames !
!

Give me day by day to be pressing after some renewed
tpkens of thy love ; and let each mercy quicken ^my popr soripto}
desire farther manifestations : that in greater

^

degrees, anp^Tnor^
frecjuent enjoyments of thee, I may, like thy serra^t, the apqstley; j

"forget those things which are behind, and reaching^ forth untbl
those %hich are before, press toward the mark for 5ie prize-of^

the high calling of God in Christ Jesus !" Amen. a-^

the angel of the Lord came again the s

tiir^e, and touched him, and said, Arise and eat, .because

thg journey is too great for thee. And he arose, arid

e|fe|M diriiik, and went in the strength of that meat

inoVlprty nights, unto Hbreb the mount lof Geld.
-
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from' the consciousness that the Lord's hand is in it, and the

LpttPs<blessing will be upon it. " I was dumb," said one of old,
"-arid opened not my mouth, for it was thy doing." And another

ancient sufferer cried out,
" Why should a living man complain,

a man for the punishment of his sins'?" Oh ! it is most blessed

to see a child of God, thus engaged for God, when matters are

most dark and discouraging ! It is easy, comparatively speaking,
for a man to praise and give glory to the Lord, when all things
around him are gay and smiling ; but when songs are heard from
the fires, and when the soul feels its own wretchedness, and
cries out under it,

" My leanness, my leanness !" and is looking
to a God in Christ, here is a frame of mind suited to the divine

glory; My soul ! see that all thy glory be centered in Jesus, and
on God in Jesus, as the name of the Lord God of Israel. Arid
oh ! for grace to give him both the praises and the glory inwhom
"all the seed of Israel shall be justified, and shall glory*"

Weeping may endure for a night, but joy cometh in

the morning. Psalm xxx. 5.

It is most profitable, yea, blessed, to have right conceptions of
the Lord's dealings with his people. Jesus is everlastingly pur-

suing one plan of love ; and never, in a single instance, departs
from it. But as we see only part of his ways, until the result

come, exercises by the way much perplex our poor short-sighted
view of things. Jesus, for the most part, brings his people into

the wilderness, in order to speak comfortably to them there. But
while in the wilderness, we are at a loss to trace the footsteps of

his love. And when, after some sweet love-tokens of his favour,
new trials arise, though Jesus, it should seem, designed by the

mercy to prepare for trouble, yet, by our false interpretation of

it^ we aggravate the trouble, and make it greater. My soul ! do
learn from the precious thoughts suggested by the scripture of

the evening, to form aright estimate of thy Lord's dealings with
thee. "

Weeping may endure for a night." It may appear a long
night, a wearisome night; but, remember, it is but a night.

Every hour, yea every moment is shortening it, and when the

morning comes, joy will come with it. And in proportion to the

darkness or the sorrow of the night, the day-light will be more

delightful. The most blessed discoveries Jesus makes of himself,
are generally those after a sorrowful night. Precious Lord ! be
thou thyself the "

day-dawn, and the day-star" to my soul after

a night of painful exercise ; yea, be thou " the Sun of righteous-
ness" with

healing in thy wings ! And then neither the
night

oiTsleep, nor the night of death, will be more than the passing
hour. And, Lord '.when I "awake up" from both,

" I shall be
still With thee!"

39
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another, how to go forty days and forty nights without food,

when sustained by grace in going to Horeb. My soul! canst not

thou find, in thy experience, similar exercises of faith ; if not so

splendid, yet at least no less profitable 1 Hath not Jesus many
a time fed thee at his banqueting house, and .made thy cup run

over, when telling thee, in some sweet communion visit^ either

at his table or thine own, either in the Church or in the closet,

how suited his grace is for thee, and that his strength is perfect-
ed in thy weakness "? And hath not Jesus, as in the instance of

Elijah, touched thee a second time, yea, and a third, and many
a time, and laid in refreshments for thee, against the coming
hour of trial, when the journey of spiritual exercises, that were
to follow, would otherwise have been too great for thee 1 Know-
est thou nothing of these things 1 Surely, in such trainings as

these, the Lord is as much leading on his people now, as he did

of old. Doth he come in a full tide of glory, and show himself
to be Jesus, and open to our spiritual sight his pierced hands,
and his side ? Doth he come into the soul as the King of glory,

openly manifesting his refreshing, his comforting, his strength-

ening, his loving presence ; and, at the same time, opening our

eyes and hearts to receive him ; so that the soul is made joyful,
and brought as into the very suburbs of heaven ? Mark what
follows : perhaps, as in the case of the prophet, a long abstinence

is to follow. Jesus hath therefore laid in a store of comforts.

He hath victualled the ship. He hath fortified the garrison.
" The just shall live by faith." Precious Jesus ! give me to live

on thee, when all outward comforts fail. In fulness or in famine,
in life or death, if I have thee, I have enough to live upon, and
in thy strength to go forty days and forty nights ; yea, for ever,
to the mount of God in glory !

Wherefore glorify ye the Lord in the fires, even the

name of the Lord God of Israel in the isles of the sea.

Isaiah xxiv.

My soul ! hast thou ever considered, in how many ways, and

by what a variety of means, every poor sinner called by grace is

furnished with ability to glorify God in Christ 1 It is blessed to

see this, and doubly blessed to be employed in such a service.

The poor sinner not only glorifies Jesus, actively, when he is

praising him, but passively also, when his wants and necessities

afford occasion for Jesus to be glorified in giving out of his ful-

ness to his relief! And how is the Lord glorified in the fires 1

Evidently, when in the furnace of affliction, or in the fire of

temptation, the poor exercised soul glorifies in his infirmities,

that the power of Christ may rest upon him ! when he can, and
when he doth receive all, and take all, and feel happy under all,
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from the consciousness that the Lord's hand is in it, and the

Lord's blessing will be upon it.
" I was dumb," said one of old,

" and opened not my mouth, for it was thy doing." And another

ancient sufferer cried out,
" Why should a living man complain,

a man for the punishment of his sins ?" Oh ! it is most blessed

to see a child of God, thus engaged for God, when matters are

most dark and discouraging ! It is easy, comparatively speaking,
for a man to praise and give glory to the Lord, when all things
around him are gay and smiling ;

but when songs are heard from
the fires, and when the soul feels its own wretchedness, and
cries out under it,

" My leanness, my leanness !" and is looking
to a God in Christ, here is a frame of mind suited to the divine

glory. My soul ! see that all thy glory be centered in Jesus, and
on God in Jesus, as the name of the Lord God of Israel. And
oh ! for grace to give him both the praises and the glory in whom
"all the seed of Israel shall be justified, and shall glory."

Weeping may endure for a night, but joy cometh in

the morning. Psalm xxx. 5.

It is most profitable, yea, blessed, to have right conceptions of

the Lord's dealings with his people. Jesus is everlastingly pur-

suing one plan of love ; and never, in a single instance, departs
from it. But as we see only part of his ways, until the result

come, exercises by the way much perplex our poor short-sighted
view of things. Jesus, for the most part, brings his people into

the wilderness, in order to speak comfortably to them there. But
while in the wilderness, we are at a loss to trace the footsteps of

his love. And when, after some sweet love-tokens of his favour,
new trials arise, though Jesus, it should seem, designed by the

mercy to prepare for trouble, yet, by our false interpretation of

it, we aggravate the trouble, and make it greater. My soul ! do
learn from the precious thoughts suggested by the scripture of

the evening, to form a right estimate of thy Lord's dealings with

thee. "
Weeping may endure for a night." It may appear a long

night, a wearisome night; but, remember, it is but a night.

Every hour, yea every moment is shortening it, and when the

morning comes, joy will come with it. And in proportion to the

darkness or the sorrow of the night, the day-light will be more

delightful. The most blessed discoveries Jesus makes of himself,
are generally those after a sorrowful night. Precious Lord ! be
thou thyself the "

day-dawn, and the day-star" to my soul after

a night of painful exercise ; yea, be thou " the Sun of righteous-
ness" with healing in thy wings ! And then neither the night
of sleep, nor the night of death, will be more than the passing
hour. And, Lord ! when I " awake up" from both,

" I shall be

still with thee !"

29



DECEMBER 6W7.

I saw in the visions of my head upon my bed, and

behold, a Watcher, and an Holy One came down froin

heaven. Daniel iv. 13. ".'':

My soul ! that which terrified the impious monarch in his

visions of the night, ought to be to thee a subject of holy joy!
When Jesus proclaims

" the day of vengeance which is in his

heart," he adds also, "the year of my redeemed is come." A
day is enough for destruction; a year, yea, an everlasting year,
will not be too long to make his people happy. But what a

striking character is this of "a Watcher, and an Holy One!"
To whom but to Jesus can it possibly refer ? Jesus, at the call

of God his Father, stood up from everlasting, to watch over his

Church, to water it every moment; yea, to keep it night and

day, lest any hurt it. And who shall describe in how many
ways the Lord Jesus is for ever performing this blessed office,

and hath been, and will be to all eternity ] Is he not for ever

in the midst of them, to do all that is needful for them : to pro-
tect, to comfort, to lead out, to bring home, until he brings in

and houseth them in his temple for ever1 Yea, he saith him-

self, "I.will rejoice over them to do them good, and I will plant
them in this land, assuredly with my whole heart, and with

my whole soul." (Jerem. xxxii. 41.) But oh! ye despisers
of my God ! tremble at the approach of this almighty Watcher,
this Holy One coming down from heaven! For he comes,
armed with zeal and with wrath,

" to take vengeance on them
that know not God, and obey not the gospel of Christ." " Oh !

kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and ye perish from the way,
when his wrath is kindled but a little. Blessed are they that

put their trust in him."

For he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor for-

sake thee. So that we may boldly say, The Lord is

my helper, and I will not fear what man shall do unto

me. Hebrews xiii. 5, 6.

Sweet thought! Blessed promise of a covenant promisor,
whose name is I AM ! Indeed, the whole covenant of grace is

made up of God's wills, and his engaging for our shafts . and
the whole is founded in the purposes of God's love, and faith-

fulness, and immutability ; secured in the blood and righteous-
ness of Christ; and stamped with the broad seal of heaven, by
God the Holy Ghost. Hence, therefore, the covenant runs, "I
willbe their God, and they shall be my people." Hence, also,
Jesus with all his fulness is in the covenant. And hence, also,
the Holy Ghost is engaged to abide with them for ever, to lead

them into all truth, and to glorify the Lord Christ in their hearts.

How is it possible for them to do otherwise than rejoice, and
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JboldlyAo say, "The Lord is my helper!" for the fear ofman is

driven^ out by the fear of Godl My soul! w|iat saith thine

experience' to this? Surely, thou wilt take up the same con-
fident language, and from the same cause, as the Church. If

the Lord hath said it, he will confirm it: He will never leave,
neither forsake the redeemed of Jesus. So that I never shall be
left hopeless, helpless, comfortless ! Precious Jesus ! in thee I
set up the Ebenezer afresh this evening : Thou, Lord, art my
helper: "I will not fear what man shall do unto me !"

Thus shalt thou say unto him, The Lord saith thus,

Behold, that which I have built, will I break down,
and that which I have planted, I will pluck up.

Jeremiah xlv. 4.

My soul! ponder well these words; and when thou hast 'duly

meditated, behold and see, in the instance of the Church at

large, and in thine own circumstance in particular, whether the

powerful operations of the Lord's grace be not thus frequently
carried on, by seemingly opposite means 1 Doth not the Lord

appear to be often breaking down what his own right hand hath

built, and withering what he hath planted, when providences

appear to run counter to his promises, and the way to their ac-

complishment seems impossible ! Thus the gourd of Jonah was
blasted when the prophet needed most a covering ; thus the

poor man's child, in the gospel, when in the view of Christ, was
thrown down by the devil, and torn more than ever he had been
before ; (Mark ix. 26 :)

thus the children of Israel felt Pharaoh's

oppression the more called forth, because the Lord had promised
them deliverance. (Exodus v. 22, 23.) Look at home, ray soul,
and see how matters are there. Since the Lord called thee by
his grace, to revaal his Son in thee, hadst thou conferred with
flesh and blood, how often to thy view would it have appeared,
that things were worse with thee than before? Surely thy cor-

ruptions never strove for the mastery with equal strength as

since grace put a restraint upon them : like the swelling wa-

ters, which become more violent in proportion as the bank is

thrown up to keep them back. Never did Satan so rage irt his

temptations, as since Jesus blessed thee with the visits of, his

love. And how often, when the enemies of thy salvation have
for a season seemed to prevail, hath it appeared to thy view, as
if the Lord had broken down that which he had built, and
plucked up that which he had planted? And how often in the

distress of soul occasioned by it, hast thou cried out,
" Hath the

Lord forgotten to be gracious : and will he shut up his loving-
kindness in displeasure V* Precious Jesus ! how infinitely pre-

cious, in these instances, as in every other, is the view of .thee,
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and of the ways of thy grace ! I se,e, Lord* by this process ot

thine, that both building and planting,both beginning and ending,
are of the Lord. That sweet scripture is confirmed :

" The
hands of ZerubBabel have laid the foundation of this house:
his hands shall also finish it." (Zechariah ivf

;

9.) In thee, and

upon thee, O Lord, is all founded. It is Jehovah hath said it,

and Jehovah will confirm it: "1 have said," saith the Lord,

"inercy shall be built up for ever !" (Psalm Ixxxix. 2.)

For whatsoever is not of faith, is sin. Rom. xiv. 23.

My soul ! thou hast long known, and I hope in a great mea-
sure felt, the vast importance of that blessed principle, faith, with-
out t;he possession ofwhich

" it isimpossible to please God," But
hast thou also considered what the Holy Ghost here saith, by the

apostle, that >' whatsoever is not of faith, is sin ?" Pause over the

expression :
'* Whatsoever is not of faith, is sin !" Why, then, it

will follow, that whatever is undertaken without an eye to God
in Christ, and for God's glory in Christ, is sin. All the acts of

creatures, as sinful creatures, must partake of sin. It is by faith

in.Christ, that the iniquity of our most holy things is taken away.
Hence, love' to our neighbour, is no love, unless it be a stream
from the love of God : for what doth not begin in God, will never
end in God. Such views of faith are striking; and this portion
of God's word certainly opens to them, and the reason is obvious:
it is by faith only that we hear what God saith, or regard what
God appoints. We never can glorify God, till we hearand believe

in God. All God's promises are in Christ; but without faith in

Christ there can be no belief in the promises of God in ChristL

My soul ! this is a striking view of faith, and serves to show its

vast and infinite importance. If all I undertake, all I say, all I

do, the whole, without an eye to God in Christ, partake of sin,

it is high time to see that I make Jesus the bottom, the cement-

ing principle, and the top-stone of the whole building. And as

"whatsoever is not of faith, is sin," so the humble offerings in

faith, humble and poor as they are in themselves, if offered in

and through Jesus, come up with acceptance upon that altar

which sanctifieth both gift and giver. Hence saving faith gives

glory to God, because it brings nothing, it offers nothing, but

seeks all from God in Christ, and desires that God in all things

may be glorified in Christ. Oh ! for the continual outpourings
of the blessed Spirit, to be strong in this grace which is in Christ

Jesus. " Lord ! increase our faith !"

Behold his reward is with him, and his work before

him. Isaiah xl. 10.

The whole scope of prophecy, as referring to the person and
offices of Christ, was comprised in the two great branches of
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* the sufferings of phrist," and " the glory that should follow."

From everlasting, the work of Jesus was before him. .To his.

infinite and comprehensive mind, all that he had to do and to

suffer for his Church, was always in his view. He saw his

Church in all the, glory and beauty that, in his comeliness,
he would one day put upon her ; he saw this before creation

took place, when ** his delights were with the sons of men ;"
and he saw. his Church also, in all the depths of guilt and

pollution, into which, by apostasy, she would fall, and from
whence he undertook to redeem her with his blood. Hence
* 4 for the joy that was set before him," it is said "he endured
the cross, and despised the shame;" and having, as well by
his active as his passive obedience, both by doing and\dying,
finished the work in the fulness of time, which the Father

gave him to do, Jesus entered upon his reward. But who shall

describe it, or what heart fully conceive it? Who shall say,
what is the reward of Jesus in our nature, united to the God-
head, in beholding his Father's holy law thus magnified and

honoured; the robbery done to God's honour, completely re-

stored;' the loss man had sustained, more than repaired; and
salvation bestowed upon millions of souls, by virtue of his blood
and righteousness? Who shall describe it, in beholding the

human nature of Jesus advanced above all created intelligence,
either of angels or of powers ? Who shall speak of the reward
of Jesus, in giving out, day by day, grace to the infinite cases

and wants of his Church here below, and of glory in all its

varieties, to the Church above ? Precious Jesus ! let such views
ever encourage my poor soul to come to thee for all I need;
since it is thy glory, and a part of thy reward, thou dearest Lord,
to give out of thy fulness, as the blessed head of thy Church, to

the wants of thy people ; and thou wilt be more glorious to my
view, the more thou givest, and the more I receive from thee.

Jesus, I will say, loveth to give; may my soul delight to,re~

ceive ; that while-I am receiving everlasting life from thee, the

Lord Jesus may be everlastingly glorified by me, and both Fa-
ther and Son glorified in my salvation.

If there be among you a poor man of one of thy

brethren, within any of thy gates, in thy land which
the Lord thy God giveth thee, thou shalt not harden,

thy heart, nor shut thine hand from thy poor brother :

but thou shalt open thine hand wide unto him, and
shalt surely lend him sufficient for his need, in that

which he wanteth. Deuteronomy xv. 7, 8.

How is it possible, dearest Lord Jesus, that I can read this

scripture, and call to mind thy obedience for me, in fulfilling the

29*
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whole law, without connecting with it all the blessedness :

pf
looking up to thee under every circumstanpej iand in very
case, for thy favour and thy love? When Jesus became circunv*

cised for his people, he made himself a debtor to the whole law.-

And is not this delightful precept of my evening meditation a

part of it? Surely, Lord! this precept speaks to thee. Not
that my glorious surety needed a command to the love of any
o'f his poor brethren; for, blessed Jesus ! thy love brought thee
down from heaven, and it was thine own free, voluntary love

that, at the call of God thy Father, prompted thine infinite mind
to stand up as thy brethren's law-fulfiller from all eternity.'
But though thou needest not to be put in mind of mercy to any
poor brother of thine, yet is it precious to my soul to see that

this command of God my Father forms a part in the obedience
of Jesus to the whole law; and doubly blessed is it to my
soul, to see, that in all the blessings wherewith Jesus, the head
of his body the Church, blesseth his people, the hand of God
my Father is in it. How hath God the Father manifested his

love to his Church in the gift of his dear- Son, and in all those

blessed commands given to Jesus for the Church's welfare?

And how hath Jesus manifested his love in giving himself, yea,
and becoming sin and a curse, for his Church, that all his re-

deemed might be made the righteousness of God in him ? Look

up then, my soul,,to thy Jesus, thy brother, thy law-fulfiller!

He will not overlook, nor forget this sweet precept. Thou art

waxed poor indeed, but Jesus knoweth all thy poverty and all

thy need ; and though thou hast been a transgressor from the

womb, and hast forgotten, times without number, thy relation-

ship, Jesus will never forget his. He hath so loved thee as to

die for thee; so loved thee as to shed his blood for thee ; so
loved thee as to plead for thee, and is for ever appearing in the

presence of God for thee. And, therefore, he will never harden
nis heart against thee, nor shut up his hand, nor his heart, nor
his loving-kindness, in displeasure. Precious Lord ! thou art

indeed a brother born for adversity, and one that lovethatall

times ; yea,
" thou stickest closer than a brother !"

For thus saith the Lord, Ye have sold yourselves for

nought: and ye shall be redeemed without money.
Isaiah Hi. 3.

Sweet thought, arising from this gracious promise of a most

gracious covenant God in Christ ! It is indeed for nought that

every poor sinner hath sold himself, and mortgaged his inheri-

tance; for sin produceth no wages but death, and Satan gives
nothing but misery to his captives. The world holds out great

promises indeeid, but never fulfils them. Vanity and vexation of

spirit are all that we receive in the close of the account. So that
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ourselves for nought; But, blessed Lord! when at any time,;f6r

our sin and rebellion, thou sufferest our enemies to lead us cap-
tive, what profit doth our Lord gain by it] May we not say,
in the language of the Church, "Thou sellest thy people for

nought, and dost not increase thy wealth by thy price "?" (Psalm
xliv. 12.) -If, Lord, it would be to thy glory, that our. shame,
and the triumph of our enemies ministered to thy praise, it

Would be enough to make thy Church say,
" Let us suffer, so

Jesus be but glorified." But, Lord, this is so far from being
the case, that when Jesus's members suffer, the glorious heal
is injured, and the triumph of the foe becomes an insult tot

our God. How very blessed is it then to know, that though
we are soul-destroyers by. ministering to our own ruin, Jesus

is our soul-restorer by redeeming us without money. Oh! for

grace to keep in view the vast, the immense price Jesus hath

given for our redemption ! Oh ! for grace to give him all

the glory of our recovery, who alone hath accomplished it!

And, Lord! I would pray, that as "the redemption of the

soul is precious, and it ceaseth for ever," my soul may ever-

lastingly rejoice in the assurance, that being bought with suph
a price, not of silver and gold, but by thy blood, I may hence-
forth glorify God in my body and in my spirit, which are his!

Remember, my soul, it is the Lord that saith this :
"
Ye, hate

sold yourselves for nought ; and ye shall be redeemed without

money !"

And at midnight there was a cry made, Beholdr the

bridegroom cometh, go ye out to meet him,

Matthew xxv. ,

When Jesus, the bridegroom of his Church, first came, it w,as
in a moment sudden and unexpected, like the surprise at a mid-

night hour. And when Jesus cometh to any of his people, it is

unlocked for. Indeed, it is always midnight in the soul of a

sinner, when the cry is made! But how blessed is the cry,
when a poor, lost, perishing sinner is advanced to the midnight
of death, on the verge of an approaching eternity, and in that

season hears the voice of the Son of God and lives ! How
many, like the thief on the cross, or like the jailer at Philippi^
have been surprised into grace at such seasons, by the sove-

reignty of him, "who calleth things that are not as though
they were !" Precious Jesus ! in all the circumstances of life,

in the midnight of nature, the midnight of carnal security, the

midnight of. sleep, in which even thy dear children are so liable

to be found, oh ! that we may hear thy voice, and go forth to

meetthee! And, Lord! let the going forth of thy redeemed be,
not with the lamp of a profession, but with the enlightened oil
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of grace, that we may meet thee with all ourraffections alive, to

-hail and welcotne thy coming ; so that "at midnight, or cock-

crowing
1

, or in the morning^" when Jesus saith," Behold I come

quickly," our souls may cry out, in joyful reply, "Even so}

come, Lord Jesus !"

In that day, saith the Lord, will I assemble her.tfiat

halteth. -Micah iv. 6.

Mark, "my soul, the graciousness of thy God ! Jesus is not

only Messing his people when they follow him, but he will bless

them by recovering them when they halt. And of all the tokens
of grace, that is the most endearing which is manifested over

.the aboundings of transgression. We have a passage similar

to thjs in the writings of Isaiah, in which the Lord complains of

the baseness of his people :
" But thou hast not called upon me,

P. Jacob; but thou hast been weary of me, O Israel. Thou
hast made me to serve with thy sins, and thou hast wearied me
with thine iniquities." One might suppose, after such a charge,
and such instances of ingratitude, that the next account would

hei that the Lord had given up Jacob to the curse, and Israel to

reproaches : but no! what saith the Lord
1

? "I, even I, am he
that blotteth out thy transgressions, for mine own sake, and will

not remember thy sins." (Isaiah xliii. 22, &c.) How doubly
refreshing is grace, when it comes over all our unworthiness,
rebellions, and sins ! See, my soul! how the Lord graciously
overrules thine haltings, and makes a falling-time to become a

rising-time, to his praise, and to thy comfort ! Lord ! confirm

thy word unto thy servant, wherein thou hast caused me to hope !

Do thou, Lord, in this day, thine own day, the gospel day, ful-

fil thy promise, and let all our haltings be healed, and "give
MB to run the way of thy commandments, when thou hast set

our souls at liberty,"

They did eat manna until they came unto the borders

of the land of Canaan. Exodus xvi. 35.

How
graciously

God the Holy Ghost taught Israel, by type and

shadow, concerning good things to come ! It must be our duty,
and it will prove our happiness, to read in every event, as far as

the Holy Ghost teacheth, our New Testament blessings dressed

up in the Old Testament figures. The feeding of the Church in

the wilderness with manna, forty years, was a standing miracle,

and* as such, became a most suitable type of Jesus. My soul !

look at it, this evening, in this point of view, and behold what
the Spirit holds forth in it, concerning the Lord Jesus. The Con-
tinuance of this supply from heaven became a beautiful resem-
blance of the state of believers in all ages. The rebellion of
Israel occasioned not any suspension of the mercy ; for though
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Israel murmured and rebelled, the manna was sent the same,
'(hew and pure feyery morning-." >. Sweet thought to xthe, poor
timid believer ! Though we fail in our duty, Jesus will not di-

minish in his love : and though we neglect him, yet will he hot

forget us. Moreover, morning by morning, the blessing came ;

not a day, not an hour omitted. Jesus is all this, and more:
"For it shall come to pass, that before my people call-" (saith

Jehovah) "I will answer; and while they are yet speaking, ;I

will hear." (Isafah Ixv. 24.) There is another precious thought
suggested in the view of the type, and the thing signified : all

tne peop'le partook of the rich mercy. There was enough manna
for every one; for each, and for all. Such is Jesus to his peo-
ple. Every state and every circumstance he. is able to supply,
and he doth and will supply ; and, therefore, between the old

Church of the Old Testament believers, and the new Church of

New Testament saints, there is a great analogy and agreement.
Christ is the sum and substance of all and every one of,the

people. One thing more: As Israel had no other sustenance
until they came to the borders of Canaan, so the people of God
now have no other, yea, they desire no other, until they come
to the Canaan above. In Jesus there is a fulness of grace, and
life, and glory. Hail, thou heavenly bread ! thou word of God !

Be thou my portion, the bread of life, until I am brought down
to the waters of Jordan. Help me, Lord, by faith, to feed on
thee and on thy great salvation; and ".may my meditation of
thee be sweet!"

God shall enlarge Japheth, and he shall dwell in the

tents of Shem.^ Genesis ix. 27.

None but God himself could do either. Who but God could

enlarge the one, or persuade and overrule the other -1
' Of Ja-

pheth came the Gentiles, (Gen. x. 5 ;) and Shem is the father

of Israel. But Jesus, and Jesus only, can bring both Jew and
Gentile into one fold, under one shepherd. And when the ful-

ness .of the Gentiles shall be completed, then shall all Israel

be saved. Then will the deliverer arise out of Zion, to turn

away ungodliness from Jacob. My soul ! art thou, night by
night, and morning by morning, besieging a throne of grace
that the Lord would hasten the latter-day of glory 1 Surely,
if thou feelest due concern for the Redeemer's glory, this

must form a part in thy daily petition. Who, indeed, can be

indifferent to the interests of Christ's kingdom
1

? "In the

multitude of the people," saith Solomon,
" is the king's honour;"

(Prov. xiv. .28 ;) and in the .multitude of redeemed souls, is the

glory of Christ Jesus. Lord ! I would pray, fulfil this blessed

promise. Enlarge Japheth, and cause him to dwell in the tents

of Shem, Let tnV heathen be given to our God and Savioirr
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for; his inheritance, and, trie utmost parts of the earth for his

possession. *^0h ! that the salvation were given unto Israel

out of Zion! Oh! that the Lord would deliver his people out

of captivity ! then shall Jacob rejoice, and Israel shall be glad !"

All my springs are in thee. -Psalm Ixxxvii. 7.

Sweet thought ! And this, as Solomon saith upon another oc-

casion, forms the conclusion of the whole matter. Jesus is the

source, the fountain, the author, the finisher of all our mercies;

v
for every thing of life and salvation, of grace and glory, flow

from him, centre in him; and therefore in him and from him, as

the source of blessedness, all our springs must flow. In him
dWelleth ail the fulness of the Godhead bodily ! All glories are

in him : the glory of the Church above ; the glory of the Church
below; yea, the glory of angels and of God himself: for the

Father hath given all his glory into his almighty hands. Hence,
my soul, from whom should thy springs flow, but from Jesus 1 If

all divine attributes, all divine perfections are in him ; if grace
be nowhere but in Jesus ; no blessing, no redemption, but in his

blood ; if. all gifts and graces flow from him, and can nowhere
else be found, to whom shall the gathering of the people be, or

from whom shall all blessings come ] And what a refreshing con-

sideration is this, under all the barren, dry, and withering frames
of the believer's heart. See to it, my soul, that thou art coming
to Jesus, day by day, for suitable supplies; and let not thine

emptiness discourage thee, or keep thee away, but rather let a
sense of thy poverty endear to thee Jesus's riches. Thou art

as exactly suited for him as he is suited to thee ; and much as

thou needest his fulness, Jesus no less needs vessels to fill into,
and to pour out upon, of his blessings. Precious Lord Jesus !

behold,, then, I am come to thee; I find, in every thing beside

thee, sin, death, and misery. Oh, the rapturous thought ! "All

my springs are in thee !"

The daughters saw her, and blessed her. -Song vi. 9.

These are the words of Jesus, in commendation of his

Church. He holds her forth as lovely, not only in his view,
but in the eyes of others. The "

daughters" probably mean true

believers, in whose esteem Christ arid his Church art most en-

gaging; and it is more than probable that by "daughters,"
young believers are particularly meant, whose first love, like

the blossom of the apple-tree, is most beautiful in its first open-
ing. _. Pause, my soul, and behold, from what Jesus himself
saith of his Church, how truly lovely she must be to the Re-
deemer's view

; ; and, indeed, without a proper appreherision of

the infinite value of the human soul, it is not possible ^& con-
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ceive in what an exalted light the Church must appear to Jesus.
We may'form someJaint idea of its value, from the vast price
it cost Jesus in the redemption. None but the Son of God
could make the purchase ; and even Jesus only by blood. Who
shall say how infinitely precious, then, must the Church at

large, compose'd of an innumerable host of redeemed souls as it

is, appear in Jesus's eyes 1 The soul, washed in his blood, and
clothed in his spotless robe of righteousness, must be lovely in-

deed ! And in that day, when Jesus brings the Church home
finally, and fully, to present her to himself, and Father, a

glorious Church, not having spot or wrinkle, or any such thing;
and when the Church shall appear amidst a congregated world
of men and angels, the purchase of Jesus's blood, the gift of his

Father's grace, and the conquest of the Holy Ghost; how will

the daughters who see her then bless her and bless him, who is

the author of all her unspeakable glory and felicity ! Precious
Lord Jesus! if such be the beauty of thy Church, what must

thy glory ber in whose comeliness alone she is made lovely '?

Oh ! for grace to view Jesus in all, and to love Jesus in all !

Thou, Lord, art the source and fountain of blessedness to thy
Church and people, for grace here, and glory to all eternity.

And (hey shall see his face
;
and his name shall be in

their foreheads. Revelation xxii. 4.

My soul! thy morning thoughts were directed to "the sweet

subject of being called to fellowship with thy Lord Jesus Christ

in grace. Do thou, this evening, beg of God the Holy Ghost to

enable thee to connect with it the transporting subject of the

everlasting enjoyment of Jesus in glory. This \s the great-end,
and final consummation of all. This blessed scripture leads im-

mediately to the contemplation: "They shall see his face;"
and on "their foreheads shall be his name:" that is, the token

of their oneness, union, and relationship in and with Jesus; so

that he will be their glory, their supreme happiness and joy;
and thus he will never cease to be the immediate head of all hi

body, the Church, "the fulness that filleth all in all;" yea, the

only and everlasting medium of communication in glory, as he
is of grace in this life. Pause, my soul, over this vast thought !

When soul and body, after the long separation by death, shall

be again united, and both, as the redeemed of the Lord, be

formed one in him in glory ; both then equally made capable of

enjoying Christ, and both equally. disposed for that enjoyment;
then will the blessedness of seeing his face be complete. No
doubt but that at death the sight and enjoyment of Jesus will be

a joy unspeakable and full of glory; but the full, complete,
and eterrml enjoyment of God in Christ must be reserved to the

consummation irf all things, when the Lord hath brought home
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sill his redeemed, and -the mediatorial kingdom of Jesus in graces
here is swallowed up in glory, and God, in his threefold charac-

ter of persons, Father, Son, and Holy Ghos.t, shall be " all in

all !" Pause again, my soul,' over the vast thought ! The glo-
rious Head of his Church will then have brought home every
individual of his body! He will fill all his members with

glory. All their body shall be in God in Christ! And God in
Christ will be the life, the light, the everlasting happiness, and

glory in them all. Ponder well the glorious thought! Take
it with thee to thy chamber ! Drop asleep with it ! And oh !

may it be the sweet thought in death, when thou shalt drop
asleep in Jesus; then may Jesus be the last of thy dying
thoughts, and the first of thy everlasting enjoyment, when,
waking from the sleep of death, thou shalt open thine eyes to

the glories of eternity, "to see his face, and his name in thy
forehead!"

Them also which sleep in Jesus, will God bring with

him. -1 Thess. iv. 14.

My soul! thy last night's thoughts with which thou fell

asleep, were upon a subject so truly connected with Jesus, that

I hope thou couldst, and didst say, "My meditation of him was
sweet!" There is another blessed thought, connected both
with Jesus and with it, that may be proper to take along with
it. Seek of God the Spirit to unfold its beauties in Jesus to

thy view, this evening, and lead thee with it to fall asleep, this

evening, as on the former, in the Lord. The apostle opens it to

thy meditation in these words: "They which sleep in Jesus,
God will bring with him." The bodies, as well as the souls

of the redeemed are alike the purchase of Christ's blood, and
Jesus will have them all with him. They are his jewels, his

treasure, \\ls.Segullah. He suffers them to lie among the dust,
it is true; but he saith himself, though they have so lain, yet
shall they be "as the wings of a dove covered with silver, and
her feathers with yellow gold." (Psalm Ixviii. 13.) How will

Jesus accomplish it at the last day? He explains it himself:

"And I, if I be lifted up, will draw all unto me." (John xii.

32.) And if the magnetic powers of the loadstone be such that

it will separate the smallest particles of steel from every thing
of earth or dust around, so that they shall fly to the touch of the

loadstone in every direction, can his powers be doubted, who
hath constituted such principles in nature so to act and so to be

governed 1 O my soul, how sure is it, that Jesus will at the

last day open the graves, of his people, and cause them to come

up out of them! Heaven would not be complete without this;

neither the Lord Jesus fully rewarded, to see "the travail of his

soul." This final consummation of all things is the blessed-
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ness Paul specs' of, when, "in the dispensation of the fulness
of time, Jehovah might gather together in one all things in

Christ, both which are in heaven and which are on earth, even
in him." (Ephes. i. 10.) Sweet thought, my soul! 'take it

with thee to thy bed. This glory, this triumph of thy Jesus, as

Mediator, the head of his body the Church, remains to be accom-

plished ; ^neither will it be accomplished until " the last trumpet
shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we
shall be changed !" The patriarchs, the prophets, and holy
saints of God, who died in Christ, before his incarnation, felt,

no doubt, an accession to their glory and happiness, and joy in

their souls, when the Son of God, after he had finished redemp-
tion-work, returned to heaven. The sight they had of Christ in

his human nature, opened a new source ofjoy unspeakable. Oh !

the unknown rapture of feasting their eyes upon him. And " the

spirits ofjust men made perfect, (some of whom, my soul, thou
hast seen, and known, and enjoyed sweet communion with, in

the Church below,) who are now before the throne, and serve

him in his temple night and day, they are at the fountain-head

of bliss, in "
seeing Jesus as he is, and knowing, even as they

are known." Nevertheless, their present enjoyments are the en-

joyments of the soul only : their felicity is not complete, until,

at the restitution of all things, their bodies shall be raised to the

triumphs of eternity. Take, my soul, these thoughts with thee

to bed ; and be as ready to give thy body to thy Jesus for the

grave, that he, in his own time, which is the best time, may
undress thee for it, as thou takest off thy garments for nightly
rest : for most certain it is, that as " Jesus died and rose again,
even them also which sleep in Jesus, will God bring with him."

Who planteth a vineyard, and eateth not of the fruit

thereof? Or who feedeth a flock, and eateth not of the

milk of the flock ? 1 Cor. ix. 7.

Surely, Jesus will not ! Is not Jesus's Church his vineyard ?

Did he not purchase it with his blood ; and does he not water it

every moment with his blood 1 And will he not eat of the fruit

of his own vine, his own planting, and what cost him so dear 1

Or doth Jesus buy a flock ; daily, hourly, feed his flock ; carry
the lambs in his arms, and cause them to lie down in his bosom ;

and will he not eat of the milk of his flock ? Lord Jesus ! when
I contemplate thy love to our poor nature ; when I behold all

things, by thine ordination, ministering to our nature; whenl
see such a profusion of grace, and love, and mercy bestowed for

our accommodation ; all things prepared for man; both worlds

engaged for him ; yea, man himself as if a world in himself, and
another prepared for him ; the sacred word designed wholly for

him ; angels, ministering spirits, sent forth to minister to the

30



350 DECEMBER 22 23.

heirs of salvation; God his father, Jesus his brother, surety,, re-

deemer; the Holy Ghost his comforter ! When Llook round,
above, below, in every way, and in every direction, and behold
man like some palace, built by thee, O Lord, the great architect !

surely I cry out, Jesus would never have prepared such a temple
but for his own glory ? Oh ! come then, Lord ; come and inhabit
what is thine own ! Having created it, and by a new creation
made it again thine; bought it, washed it with thy blood, and

prepared it by thy Spirit; oh ! come and dwell in it, and take
the full, the entire, the everlasting possession of it. Lord, who
ever planted a vineyard, and did not eat of the fruit thereof?
Who ever fed a flock, and did not eat of the milk of ; the flock ?

Surely not Jesus ! v

The promise of life which is in Christ Jesus.

2 Timothy i. 1.

Here is a short portion, but it is a full one. Life, and the pro-
mise of life, are great things, and both in Christ Jesus. Ob-
serve it, my soul :

" life in Christ Jesus," and " the promise of

life in Christ Jesus." What wouldst thou have morel Nay,
what canst thou have morel Life, with all its eventful conse-

quences; grace here, and glory to all eternity, in Christ, as

thine head, everlastingly secured by God the Father's promise
in Christ. So that as God the Father is the almighty promiser,
and Christ comprehensively so in himself, and all his fulness the

promise ; so the Holy Ghost, the Spirit of promise, in all his

manifold influences, confirms and seals the same to the heart
of all true believers, in a life of grace, leading to a life of glory.

Say, my soul ! what a portion hast thou then to live upon and
to rejoice in for ever !

The day-spring from on high. Luke i. 78.

Truly it was so when Jesus came : for a long night of Jewish
darkness and ignorance had covered the earth, and gross dark-

ness the people. Look, my soul ! at Jesus under this blessed

similitude. Though it be evening with thee, this day-spring will

give* light, and the promise will be fulfilled, "at even-time it

shall be light." Jesus was the day-spring in the everlasting
counsel and purposes of Jehovah, when he stood up the light of

his people from all eternity. And when, in the fulness of time,
He came, it was to fulfil all the shadows of ordinances concerning
him. And what is it now, in every individual instance of his visit-

ing his people, but as " the day-spring" on their souls ? When
first from a state of nature, he calls them to a state of grace, is

it not " the day-spring from on high?" And in all the after-

stages, during a life of grace leading to glory, is not evsry re-
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newed manifestation of his love as "the day-spring from on

hjghT' And what will it be after the night of death, when Jesus
snail come to be glorified in his saints, and admired in all that

believe, but the same? Jesus will then be "the day-spring,"
and " the morning-star" of that everlasting day, whose sun shall

go down no more. Precious day-spring ofmy God ! arise daily
on my poor soul, and fill my heart with light and glory.

Shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over

their flock by night. Luke ii. 8.

My soul! think what a memorable night was that which
ushered in the wondrous day, the most momentous ever marked
in the annals of time, since reckoning of days or years was made.
The unconscious shepherds in the fields had no other thought
but of their flock. But what a morning did the angels call them
to celebrate ! Now,my soul, sit down and take a leisurely survey
of the wonderful story of Jesus's birth. Mark the several vo-

lumes in it ; for a night, yea, for a whole eternity must end be-

fore the subject of God incarnate can be exhausted in the medi-
tation. Let thy evening thoughts on this, be followed by the

night contemplation : and let "thy midnight only be broken in

upon, by the same call that the heavenly host gave to the shep-
herds. Arise but to sing as they sang, and to go in quest of

Jesus, as they went. God and man in one person, one Christ,
and God in Christ coming for the purposes of salvation, will

furnish out a hymn, which, though begun in life, will never end
in eternity :

"
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace,

good-will towards men !"

And without controversy, great is the mystery of

godliness : God was manifest in the flesh, justified in

the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles,

believed on in the world, received up into glory.
1 Timothy iii. 16.

My soul ! sit down this memorable evening, and in comme-

morating the great event of Christ's nativity, listen to what the

Holy Ghost here speaks, by his servant the apostle, concerning
the mystery of godliness ! Here are so many wonders branched
out into so many chapters ; they hang like a rich and full cluster

upon the vine. Gather them one by one, mark their beauties,

and taste their sweetness. The first is,
" God manifest in the

flesh :" here is a meditation for thee to live upon, and to feast

upon for ever. Thy God, thy Jesus, thy Holy One, the Son of

God, was made flesh ! Go on to the seconds he was "justified
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in tine Spirit:" a matter that would never have taken place, had
he not fully, by his righteousness and death, satisfied his Father's

law, and brought in an everlasting righteousness for his people.
Take down the third blessed character : H e was "seen of angels."
Yes ! they worshipped him also : for angels, principalities, and

powers, were made subject unto him. Look, my soul, at thy
Lord, under the fourth description which the Holy Ghost hath
here giveri of him : He was "

preached unto the Gentiles :" and
this was as great a mystery to the Jewish Church as any : that

God should "grant to the Gentiles also, through Christ, repent-
ance unto life." And how dear this part of Jesus's character

should be to thee, my soul, who wast by nature a poor Gentile,
an alien to the commonwealth of Israel, having no hope, and
without God in the world, thou needest not to be told. Mark an-

other, and the fifth, particularity of thy Jesus ; he is said to be
" believed on inthe world ;" and how should this have been done,
even in a single instance, but for the sovereignty of God's grace 1

Surely this is no less a mystery also. Remark, my soul, how
great, how very great in thy case. Lastly, the account closeth:
" Jesus was received up into glory ;" and there, my soul, do thou

follow him, by faith, until the Lord come to take thee home with
him in absolute enjoyment, that " where he is, there thou mayest
be also." Amen.

A stone of stumbling, and a rock of offence.

1 Peter ii. 8.

O my Lord ! how wonderful it is, that thy coming should have

given such offence to thy people? The prophet, indeed, said it

should be so, and thereby gave one among the many testimonies

to thy character. " He," saith the prophet, (Isaiah viii. 14,) "that
shall be for a sanctuary, shall be but a stone of stumbling, and
for a rock of offence to both the houses of Israel." But what
was there, my Lord, in thee, and the gracious purpose for which
thou came, that could have furnished occasion for stumbling 1

Thy birth, indeed, was humble, thy life marked with sorrow, thy
death ignominious, and everything about thee debased. But
under all these things, did not the Godhead burst forth in acts

which none but God could perform 1 And is the offence of the

cross ceased in the present hour
1

? Alas! what multitudes of

sinners now, as much as then, still live to despise salvation by
thy blood and righteousness % Precious Jesus ! who made me to

differ from another 1 Why was I constrained to look unto thee
as the Rock of Ages, the precious stone that Jehovah hath laid

in Zion for salvation, while thousands refuse that thou shouldst

reign over them? Oh! for grace to praise thee, and to love
thee ! Now, Lord, do I discover a preciousness in that divine
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scripture, and thank thee for it. as ray own ;
" Blessed is he (thou

hast said) whosoever is not offended in me !"

t

For he that is entered in his rest, he also hath

ceased from his own works, as God did from his.

Hebrews iv. 10.

My soul ! see to it, that among other blessed eyidences of

thine union and rest in Christ thou hast this also :
" We which

have believed," the apostle saith,
" do enter inUrrest." Our de-

pendence on, and knowledge of Jesus, are such, that we really
and truly enjoy the blessings of redemption. And as God the

Father, when he had finished creation, rested from all his works
which he had made ; and as Jesus, when he had finished redemp-
tion, entered into his glory ; so true believers, when they have
once found Christ, and redemption in his blood, no longer weary
themselves in the works of sin, or the works of self-righteous-

ness, by way of justification before God ; but cease from every
thing in self, and rest with complacency and delight in the rich,

free, and full salvation that is by Christ. My soul ! what sayest
thou to this blessed testimony of thine interest in Jesus ? Is

Jesus to thee the resting place from sin, from sorrow, from guilt,
and the wrath to come 1 As God the Father rests in him, well

pleased for his righteousness' sake, dost thou rest in him 1 Oh !

the felicity of such a rest ! Jesus is indeed the rest, wherewith
the Lord causeth the weary to rest, and this is tlie refreshing!
u Return to thy rest, my soul, for the Lord hath dealt bounti-

fully with thee !"

The end of all things is at hand: be ye therefore

sober and watch unto prayer. 1 Peter iv. 7.

My soul ! how hath the year been hastening from thee, and
thou hastening in it from the world ! Where are the days fled ?

They are gone to be numbered with the years beyond the flood :

and thou art now standing as on the isthmus of time. " The end

of all things is at hand." Friends are dying around thee, thou

art dying thyself: yea, the world is dying: and the end of all

things is at hand. In this state, my Lord, well may I look up to

thee ! Circumstances so very solemn may well induce soberness,
and watchfulness unto prayer. Yes ! blessed Jesus ! I would

pray thee to induce in me every suited state, that every faculty

may be on the watch-tower, waiting my Lord's coming. Thou
hast said :

" Yet a little while, and he that shall come, will come,
and will not tarry." Oh ! then for grace to live by faith on thee ;

and so to.live, that when I change worlds, I may not change my
company. For if in time I live with Christ, and enjoy Christ, I

30*
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shall not live less with Christ, nor enjoy Christ less, when

change time for eternity! .Lord Jesus! be thou my watchful--

ness unto prayer, and thou wilt be both now and then, in life

and death, my portion for ever !

Few and evil have the days of the years of my life

been. Genesis xlvii. 9.

My soul ! in looking back upon thy life, mayest thou not well

take up the same language as the patriarch, and confess that

"few and evil have thy days been!" Surely the review appears
like the heath ofa desert,

" that knoweth not when good cometh !"

Out of Jesus, and considered without an eye to him, there is not
a single circumstance of real merit or of real happiness to be
seen. The whole .of life, from the days of childhood, through
,all its intermediate stages, presents but one view " of vanity and
vexation of spirit !" Precious Jesus ! what would the arithmetic

of life have been in the now departing year, or in the departure
of myself from the world, but for thee 1 Hadst not thou gra-

ciously sought me, when I sought not thee: hadst thou not

opened to me " the good old way," trodden by the patriarchs, and

guided and held up my feet in following them; had not Jesus
been my way, and truth, and life ;

what a sad conclusion should
I now have had to make of the " few and evil days of my pil-

grimage |" Blessed Lord ! go before me all the remainder of the

untrodden paths, and be thou to me " the pillar of cloud by
day," and " the pillar of fire by night." Bring me, Lord, to the

inns of thine ordinances, and to thine house of prayer, and cause
me to drink out of " the wells of salvation." Oh ! for increasing

knowledge of thee, my Lord, and for the increasing enjoyment
of thee, that I may "

go from strength to strength, until my
pilgrimage be over, and I come to appear before my God in

Zion!"

A building of God, an house not made with hands,
eternal in the heavens. 2 Cor. v. 1.

My soul ! after thy last evening's meditation on the shortness

and unsatisfying nature of life, let thy present thoughts be occu-

pied in beholding, with steady faith, the great contrast to it :

and see whether thy confidence be as strong, and well-founded,
as the apostle's. His was not a mere hope only, but an assur-

ance in Jesus. " We know (saith he) that if this tabernacle were
dissolved, we have a building of God, an house not made with

hands, eternal in the heavens." Dost thou know this 1 Is Jesus

thy foundation? Hath God thy Father built for thee? And
doth the Holy Ghost set his almighty hand to the work, in
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sweetly witnessing to the writings, and sealing the deed, that it

is thine? Oh! the blessedness to know -this, to live alreadym
the enjoyment of it; and while the pins of thy earthly t^berna-
cle are, daily loosening, and taking out, to be looking

with full

assurance of an entrance into this house " not made with hands,
eternal in the heavens !"

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of

God, and the communion of the Holy Ghost, be with

you all. Amen. -2 Cor. xiii. 14.

Here, my soul, set up thy pillar. Baptized as thou hast been
into the joint name, love, praise, and adoration, of the holy
Three in One ; and blessed as thou hast been, and art, in their

joint mercies, grace, and favour; here every day, and all the

day, seek thy portion and blessing, as the united source of all

thy salvation. End the year, and begin the year, under those

precious tokens of God in Christ ; and daily keep up a lively
communion and friendship with each, as the blessed cause of

all thine happiness. Jehovah, in his Trinity of Persons, is en-

gaged to perfect what he hath begun ; and it is, and should be

thy happiness to be for ever viewing the testimonies of it, in the

holy scriptures of truth. God thy Father hath so loved the

Church in Jesus, as to give him to the Church, and the Church
to him: and God the Son hath so loved the Church, as to give
himself for it; zeal for his Father's honour, and longing for the

salvation of his people, led him through all the work of redemp-
tion, and now engag.eth his heart until he hath brought home all

his redeemed to glory ; and God the Holy Ghost is unceasingly

engaged to render the whole effectual, by taking of the things
of Christ, and showing them to his people. See to it, then, ray
soul, that every day, and all the day, thou hast the love-tokens

of each person of the Godhead ; for this will make thee blessed

upon earth, and blessed to all eternity. Hail ! holy, holy, holy,
Lord God Almighty. Bless both him that writes, and him that

reads, with thy grace, and open and close the year with grace,
until grace be consummated in everlasting glory. Amen and
Amen.
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THE END.

PHILADELPHIA:
STEREOTYPED BY L. JOHNSON.
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