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Dendrplca maculosa .

Peterboroug,!!, New Hampshire.

1S98. Alaundant, frequenting spruoe grown pastures (Ben }vlere

July 5 farm) and spruce and henlocX woods (Cunningham Poi)d ai^a. base
to

Aiig.15. of Pacli Ivlonadnock ). At the bog near our house I frequently

heard thrae and occasionally four males singing at once. The

usual forms of song are witty-witty witchy., w i 1 1y-w i 1

1

y-7J i 1 1
y-

witchy or w i t ty-w
,

itty-wrechy . Young in full autuioiial plumage

seen July 23rd. Tiie old males continued in full song up to

July SOth and I heard one on August 2nd (July 7x ,
llx, 12*:-,

184, 19.^, 20|., 21*,^., 24., 25|, 504, August 24 ).

Concord, Mass.

1B99. The Blacl.; and Yellow Warbler was in the black oal: in the

May 13. middle of the large opening behind Ball's Hill flitting about

in the full sunlight among the unfolding leaves, jetting and

flirting up its tail and half opening its wings. It seemed

fairly delireous with excitement or pleasure. I have rarely

seen so. handsome a male. The blaclc stripes on the sides were

very broad and clear.



Birds of Magd»le0 islands.

Dr. L.B. Bishop.

51. Dendroica maculosa. Magnolia Warbler.—Rare. A male taken

on Grindstone, July i6.

Auk. VI- April, 1889. p. 148

Summer Bds. Bestigouche VaUey, N^B,

J.;i./,'83. J.Brittain and P.Cox, Jr.

Dendroica maculosa. Magnolia WARBLER.-Quite common.

Ank, Tl. April, 1889. p. lie

Birds of Upper St. John.
Batohieider.

19. Dendrceca „.aCUl0Ba(G«.) Bd. BlACK-AND-YI^LLOW ^^^ARBLKR.

—Common.

BuU. N. O. O, 7.AprU, 1882, P. 100

Bull, N. 0.0, 7,Oot,1882,P.234

WMUUFR.-This is the characteristic

V°^::tf"!^:'a^i ;r::;::u,ana;represen It is mostabun-

I^Un lot i^w^I^s of spruces, where the variety of its song .s often con-

naculi

d

fusing.

Summer Birds of Bras D'Or Reeion
0»p» Breton Id. , N.S. J. Dwight, Jr.

50. £> maculosa.

Auk, 4. Jan.. 1887. p. 16

Summer Birds of Bndbnry, Ont,

657 Magnolia Warbler. Common. Breeds.
JYith^large young on .July 7tli.



249. Dendroica maculosa. Magnolia Wabblbh.- Regular migrantabundant May 8 to 24 and September 8 to 26; earliest spring record AprH
15 1890 Geo. E Atkmson); latest, June 1, 1900 (J. Hughes Samuel);
earliest fall record August 27, 1900 (J. Hughes Samuel); latest, Octobe^

"r^^
59. Dendroica maculosa. Magnolia Warbler.— Only met with

once, July 24.



NOTES ON A FEW BIRDS OCCURKING IN THE VICINITY
OF PORTLAND, ME.

BY NATHAN OLIFFORD BROWN.

One of the commonest Sylvicoline summer residents in the town-
ships adjacent to Portland is Dendrmca maculosa, a bird whose
southernmost regular breeding-ground has been supposed to be the
latitude of Umbagog Lake. It breeds in especial abundance about
the spruce woods of Cape Elizabeth, in that locality outnumbering
every other Warbler except Dendroeca vh-ens. Young first make
their appearance about August 3, and soon abound.

Bna N.0.0. 4, April, 1879. p. .

i'

Birds of Dead Eiver Region, Me. F. H. O.

23. Denclrceca maculosa, (Black-and-Yellow

Warbler). Fairly common in certain localities,

being rather erratic in its movements. It is quite

common around Jim Pond, just back of Eustis,

and a few were seen near Black Mountain. For

several days none of this species would be seen,
;

and again at certain places they were to be found

in considerable numbers, seeming to be restricted

in their movements to the forests which contained

a certain admixture of hard wood growth. No
nests were found, but satisfactory proof of their .

breeding was not wanting. A nest found at Um-
bagog, June 6, '82, was placed in a hemlock shrub

and was composed of grass and tine bits of hem-
lock strips lined with a few bits of hair and a

single fluff of cotton and an inner lining of horse-

hair, though how they procured the two last

named materials is beyond my comprehension. It
i

contained only three eggs, ot a creamy white
j:

spotted with a few blotches of brown in form of a
!]

wreath at the larger end.

O.&O, XI. Sep, 1886. p. ISO

SummerBeaidenta on Sotith-«^eat
Ooaai oi Maiae. I". H, MOatgomery. Jr.

6.57. Magnolia Warbler. Rather common
at Boothbay.
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. _ Jt^Zy ProfileHouseN.H. July 27-Aug. 7J886

Bds. Obs. inPranconia, N.H. June 11-21

'86, and June4-Aug. 1, '87. W. Faxon

62. Dendroica maculosa. Black-and-yellow Warbler.—Comn

Auk, Y. April, 1888. p.158

Breezy Point, Warren, N.H.

1895. 1^ UjKjjj^it4^ >vc OJt^AjUUi.
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Profile House, N. H. Aug. 1-12,-1867.

1 /.^ ^ ,
crU^ y^-^ y^^-^-r ^^"-^ ^ .

^ , _ J,^ Zy ProfileHouseN.BT. July 2'7-Aug. 7.1886

Bds. Obs. in Pranconia, N.H. June 11-21

'86, and June4-Aug. 1,'87. W.Paxon
\

62. Dendroica maculosa. Black-and-yellow Warbler.—Common.

Auk, V. April, 1888. p.l63

1805,

Breezy Point, Warren, N.H.

/Ui Jtf>"



Breezy Point, Warren, N.H.
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62. Dendroica maculosa. Ma(;:solia Warbler.— Heard sparingly

at the base ot the mountain. Thcv inliabit, among other places, the

small firs and spruces on the edoes ot the pastures.

by Arthur ak, XVIII. Oct., 1901, p.344.
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Notes on Birdeof Winchendon, MaseWilliam Brewster.

Dendroica maculosa.-This Warbler breeds in about the same numbers
as the Yellow-rump. Both species were nearly sure to be seen daily, but
It was unusual to find more than one pair of either in any single tract of
woods, however large. The favorite haunts of the Black-and-yellow,
here, as in northern New England, are swamp edges, woodpaths, or bor-
ders of openings where the undergrowth is more or less intermixed with
young spruces and balsams. In such a place-within about ten yards of
a woodpath—we found a nest June 15,

eggs. This nest was typical in positio
small spruce at a height of about fiv

from Maine nests of this species only :

largely of horse hair with, however, £

containing four nearly fresh
•n, being placed near the top of a
e feet. In construction it differed

in respect to the lining, which was
e of black rootlets.

Auk, V, Oct., 1888. p. 391

W. Middlesex Oo. Mas^,

Jun« 25-30, 1S89.

Ashby, As^'bumhaia, "t "^atat ic On Mt '^fatatic these
warblers v/erecQpfiDed to a t ract of pasture comprisme perhaps
thirty acres ;?r?gv/n up with young spruces of from six to twenty feet
high Which grew m thickets with open spaces between. This tract
extendeed appromimat ely from an elevation of 1000 to 1,600 feet.
In the dense forest of larger spruces v/hich coders the v/est side
of the mountain the Black Yellow,.Warbl er was not once obser-^ed.
One of the species was heard singing, however, m ', sp ruces'>*'"ai^ the
foot of the mountain m Ashburnham, and another v/as noticed by
?'r. B'axon m a similar swamp perh^ s an eighth of a mile from the
mountain on the other side m Ashby. The elevation of both of thee
swamps, howe^e r, must har e been several hundred feet above thatof the town of Ashby. The bird was m full song during our stay.

Birds of Bristol County, Mass.
F.W.Androa,

Dendroica maculosa (Gmel.), Magnoli

bier. Migi-ant, rare.

O.&O. XII. Sept. 1887 p.l 4i

Bdfl. Obs. near Graylook Mt. Berkshire
Co. M&sa. June 28" July 16. W, Faxon

55. Dendroica maculosa. Black-and-yellow Warbler.—Common.
Noted from about looo to 2200 feet. Prefers somewhat open country with

a second growth of spruce. Hence, although belonging to the Canadian

fauna more strictly than the Canadian Warbler, it is not so common at

high levels as the latter.

Auk, VI. April, 1880. p.lo3



-y-—
If

w'tnchandon^MAss. June, 1888.

^^i'-ls Kaown to Pass Breeeing Season
nr. vvmcliendon, Mass. Wm Brewster

Ank. V. Oct.. 1888. p. 388

General Notes.

Summer Birds of Oentral Berksliire
Country, Mass. Fi^uula H. Altegy. ftaJipa. lioi't

22. Dendroica maculosa. M
;pi-uces from Becket northward.

Aok XII. Jan. 1895 p. 89



ivajs ofMig'y EirdB, Sprii.g-1886,
Central Park.N, T. City.A. Q. Paine. Jr.

May. 9, Denclroiea maculosa, (075). Magnolia

Warbler.

O.& O. XL July. 1886. p. 109

Some Birds of Lewis Oo, N,T,

D. maculosa, <^ J-ti^—ejf

Bull. N.O.C. 3, April, 1878. p. 53

Birds of the Adirofidaok Region.

Deiidrceca maculosa Baird. Black-and-yellow Wa

UER.-Comraon summer resident, breeding throughout the wilderness.

BaU. N.O.O, «tOct, 1881. p. 227
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At a, distance these towering cliff's present a

most beautiful appearance, at one point strati-

lied with geometric lines of perfect masonry

and at others displaying the richest hues. On
the eascern side of the inlet the land from the

top of the ciifl's rises gradually for perliiips two

-iiOT-^o- _ l;iii)di;ed.jards, terminating in an abrupt ridge,

Turning homeward, I noticed in a big -'dead-ad to Swal-

in£"'apiue tree with the top broken oft', leaving'-' all. 'I'he

a wide, ragged hollow on the south side. Intot'iat of tiie

this were thrust four stout sticks. It was fully'r which at

thirty feet from the ground, and while 1 wasi^placed l.ij

wondering how they came thei'e, a Fish Hawkip of birch,

passed overhead and added a fifth stick to th(*ittered and

collection, thus solving my problem for me. lock.

Tire planting ol: this stick was a work of conJ'J <inr Arst

siderable tinve and paticuce. The mate camcJime, whicli

and assisted, and some very animated conver-S first coiii-

sation ensued which i was too ignorant to trans-'t noticed a

late, or at least could only do so in a mannershe Hew to-

which could not be called anything but veryt'"' '

"freely." I got quite interested in this piecpH"' "

of architecture, and spent a good deal of timei'" '', "hu h

during the next week "overseeing" the job. ^ iieiiiliu l^.

When till- nest was completed it loolo'd as it itah' can leil

was stuck against the south sfde of the stub,''' loi om.i-

and the hollow was plainly close to this edge.»'i'i''l.y

With a glass I could see the feathers of the sit-'jfi".i; >»'^*^''

ting bird through the side of the nest. Aftei' bail s,

incubation was well advanced there came a'ifh hucces,^

very windy spell of weather. A fter il- was over'> espet-ially

burnt

culiar

No. 2. Contains four eggs, resembling num-
ber one, having a few blotches of obscure lilac

on the crown and minutely dotted with van-

dyke.

No. 3. Contains four eggs, beautifully wreath-

ed about the crown with reddish-brown dots

and deeper blotches.

No. 4. Contains three eggs, similar to number
two, blotched more heavily with Vandyke and
umber.

No b. Contains three eggs, and is the coun-

terpart of number one, the ring of Vandyke
being slightly more prominent.

No. 0. Contains two eggs, blotched with ob-

scure lilac about tlie crown, while the whole

surface is fleitl-ted witli reddish-brown.

Nos. 7 and 8. Are handsome sets, containing

four eggs each, being clouded on the crown
with otiscuro lilac, and blotched, spotted and

llecked vvitli bcautiiul sliades of brown. The
w'j'catli in these sets is not so clearly defined as

ill ollicrs.

-M v veteran friend, Mr. Clieney, in a recent

leller icils me that he found between twenty
'and Ihiiiv c(aii|)l(ae sets during his leisure

I

'""" ^

o'.&'o.''xil.Nov.lB81 P. /W -/ir3

addiiii; inate-^i'l- '

ed •

the male was exceedingly activ

rial to the north side ot the stniclurc. I 'la ml \
L i

the winds had shown tltein that their doinic.ile^;

was top heavy, and he was balasting it for fear '

a stronger gale might come and topple it over. ''"Id" ' - t"

Last year this same nest was repaired and the'-''*' ^"1' 'H'l'

old hollow completely filled up, and a new one?'^'''^-
•''o"""

made on top and in the middle. i'^' f''"^e

be thickly

hrubs seem

'gh the ma-

o and one-

ms collided

id I ide

Ov) the same dayte found two nests of

Black and yellow Warblers, {Bendrmca

Maciilond) both bnilt in small firs three and

four fe(*t frf)m the ground and containing

four (fg'f'S partially incubated.

/ » b'. itrri)

ell, but the

in seems to

be the proper place and here we met with best

success. From a series of eight sets, taken on

the island, before me, there is considerable vari- i

ation as to markings, the ground being invari-
j

ably white.
'

No. ]. Contains four eggs, which are spotted

chiefiy about the crown with vandyke brown.
. ,„ „ i wi.;ip

A wreath of brown blotches encircles the base Breeding of Dendroica maculosa m Western Pennsylvania.-While

of each soecimen o" '-^ collecting trip in Butler and Armstrong Counties, I ennsylvania, in

of each specimen.
^^^^^ ^^^^^ ^ ^^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^^^^^ ^^.^^ Magnolia Warbler nesting^

Development of a Brood of Black-and-yellow Warblers (Da/- made in the narrow valley—they aie laiely a bundle

drawee, maculom).-My co-laborer in this field, Mr. James W. Ranks, desires .f the brooks emptying into Buffalo Creek, about six

me to record the result of some observations made by him last season, of i town of Freeport. On May 30, while rnmmaging

the rapid growth of young Magnolia Warblers. On June 26, just at growth of young hemlock saplings, I lound a nest

dusk, a nest was discovered containing four eggs, which exhibited signs feet from the ground in the midst of one of them, ft

of advanced incubation, and early on the following morning one of the ider, blackish, dead twigs with hue weed-stems and

chicks had freed itself from the shell, while the others were on their way S- On June i the nest contained three eggs, and on

out. When the nest was visited on July i, the four eldcks were partially nale on the nest in which now a fourth e:

fledged and on the fourth day of the month, or eight days from the time " place, and though 1 waited for her to ret

complete the identiHcation by shooting he

refused to do so, and in company with her mate

ibout until nighlfoll. On my return early the next

-
e Icl t the nest at my approach, and a moment later lay

they were hatched, two of the brood had left the nest and the remaining

pair were so large they almost filled it and were nearly in full feather.

While Mr. Banks stood watching them one of the chicks jumped up

the edge of the nest and fluttered olT to a bush near by, and, a couple

had been

to it, in

she Hew

hours later on, the nest was empty and the parent and brood were set

an adjoining hedge.

—

Montague CiiAMBiiRLAiN, St. John, N. B.

Bali N, 0=0. ii^A.yii. i^-^o

amining her at my leisure, I saw there was no mistake

I, and when later I took the precaution to compare the

iption in Coues's Key, il agreed in every particular.—

1, Beaver, Beaver County, Pcnn.

.i'-'J- 1- V'Ai^.. J'--'»i3 1"J'-'J.



The Black and Yellow Warbler at

Grand Manan.

BY OIIAS. H. ANDROS.

This exquisite species (Dendroiea maculosa)

beiiicj one of the few for which wo had made
the island an olijective point, it was my original

intention to liave devoted a separate article to

its niditication, but being aware that the birds

are comparatively well known, and the eggs

represented in nearly every collection of size,

I concluded to give our experience in the sim-

ple monographic form in which the others have

been dealt with, reserving the privilege, how-
ever, to speak briefly on the colorations and
markings of a few of the sets taken. Ilai'dly

had our feet touched Dominion soil on our walk

to Northern Head when the sweet song of the

Black and Yellow was recognized, and was
soou a familiar one to us, proceeding usually

from some copse or brush clearing. Often this

pleasing variation would spur us to eflbrts ex-

traordina.r3' when stumbling along over tangled

brusli and interlaced creepers in some execrable

swamp, where the only other sound to break

the monotony would he the occasional haw-

haws of the Gull, or the far ofT whistle of the

White-throat on the hills above. The precipi-

tous walls which rise out of the waters of the

Cove de Whale are probably nearly as high as

any spot on the northern half of the island.

Kov. 1887.] AND OOLOGIST. 183

No. 2. Contains four eggs, resembling num-
ber one, having a few blotches of obscure lilac

the crown and minutely dotted with van-

dyke.

No. 3. Contains four eggs, beautifully wreath-

ed about the crown with reddish-brown dots

and deeper blotches.

No. 4. Contains lliree eggs, similar to nimiber

two, blotched more heavily with Vandyke and

umber.

No 5. Contains three eggs, and is the coun-

tei'part of number one, the ring of vandyke
iK'ing slightly more prominent.

No. 6. Contains two eggs, blotched with ob-

scure lilac about the crown, while the whole

sui-tiicc is fiei'ked with reddish-brown.

Nos. 7 and 8. Are handsome sets, containing

four eggs eacli, being clouded on the crown
Willi nhscurc lilac, and blotched, spotted and

llrcki'il W illi bi'autiful shades of brown. The
wreath iu Ihcsc sets is not so clearly defined as

in otbers.

^ly veteran friend, Mr. Cheney, in a recent

letler tells iiie that he found between twenty

aiiil lliiiiy ciiniplete sets during his leisure

On the same daytie found two nests of

Black and yellow Warblers, (JJendrceea

Mactdosa) both built in small firs three and

four feet from the ground and containing

foiu- eggs partially incubated.

/ * b\ ifrrt

)

(P^ (s>. \DJ_. >i/t»^. in-z. j3. iiH .

At a distance these towering clifts present a

most beautiful appearance, at one point strati-

fied with geometric lines of perfect masonry

and at others displaying the richest hues. On
the eastern side of the inlet the land from the

top of the clifl's rises gradually for perhaps two

hundred yards, terminating in an abrupt ridge,

which is kept up around North Head to Swal-

low-tail Point, nearly two miles in all. 'J'he

growth of this ridge ditters from that of the

plateaus above, the furze .-ind juniiMT which ali

first predoiuiuate being gradually (iisplaced by

\ hemlock, with now and then a clump of birch,

i ash or alder, while spruces are scattered and
i intermixed with the prevailing hemlock.

On the side of this ridge we found our first

nest of the Magnolia on the 5th of .lune, which

at that comparatively early date was first com-

menced. The female had when first noticcil a

bit of catkin in her bill with which stn> Wcw fo-

ward us and disappeared among th(> birches

beyond, A short search revealed the embryo

domicile some three feet up in a spruce, whici

stood in the centre of a clump of hemlock

The soft material which the female carried

when first noted was evidently used for <

mentation only, the nest being invariably

structed without regard to warmth, being made

up of rootlets, dry grasses and a few hairs.

Not confined to high land we met with success

where the ground was slightly teimy, especially

where the heavy timber had been cut or burnt

off, leaving the small stunted spruces peculiar

to Northern New England, varying from one

to seven or eight feet in height, and deenieil of

too little consequence by the wooil cliDpiii iv |o

cut. They are thick and bunchy at the tup and

afford ample protection for their nests. ,Some

of the burnt districts would lie devoid of these

dw^arf shrubs while others would be tliickl\

dotted with the growt;h. The low shrubs seem

adapted to the liking of some, though the ma-

jority prefer the height of from two and one-

lialf to six feet, from our observations coupled

with those of Mr. Cheney. Ross" Island made a
^

good showing after a, morning's scnrcli, but the

other islets which fringe the coast do not seem

favorable to its niililicalion ; the main seems to

be the jiroper (ilace and liei'c we met with best

success. From a sci-ics of (.-igiit sets, taken on

the island, before me, there is considerable vari-

ation as to markings, the ground being invari-

ably white.

No. 1. Contains four eggs, which are spott.cd

chiefly about the crown with vandyke brown. -

, =.»r,, P^nn^vlvania —While
A wreath of brow.i blotches encircles the base Breeding of Dendroica maculosa m Western Pennsylvania. Wb le

-1 rollectinff trio in Butler and Armstrong Counties, 1 ennsylvanui, in

of each specnnen. a

^^^^ Warbler nesting.

Development op a Brood of Black-and-yellow Warblers {Den- n>ade in the narrow valley—they are rarely a liunclred

drceca maculo,a).-ny co-laborer in this field, Mr, James W. Banks, desires >f the brooks emptying into Buffalo Creek, about six

me to record the result of some observations made by him last season, of J town of Freeport. On May 30, wbde rnramag.ng

the rapid growth of young Magnolia Warblers. On June 26, just at growth of young hemlock sap'
'

dusk, a nest was discovered containing four eggs, which exhibited signs feet from the ground in the

of advanced incubation, and early on die following morning one of the 'der, blackish, dead twigs

chicks had freed itself from the shell, while the otbers were on their way ? On June

out. When the nest was visited on July i, the foui- chicks were partiall v

fledged and on the fourth day of the month, or eight days from (he li

they were hatched, two of the brood had left the nest and the remain-

pair were so large tbey almost filled it and were nearly in full teath

While Mr. Banks .stood watching them one of the chicks jumped up

the edge of the nest and fluttered off to a bush near by, and, a couple

hours later on, the nest was empty and the parent and brood were seen

an adjoining hedge.

—

Montague Chamberlain, St. ~yohn, N. B.

; and

I Hew

Bull IST.O.O. 8,Apil. IS8S. i /^/.

, I found a nest

Jst of one of I hem. ft

th fine wccd-stcn

the nest contained three eggs, and o

mile on the nest in which now a fourth egg had bee

,„e place, and though t waited for her to return to it. i

„,.- coiuplctc the Identification by shooting her as s

,,r 0 refused lo do so, and in company with her mate

an iboul until nigbltall. On my return early the next

of e left the nest at my approach, and a moment laler lay

in saminingber at my leisure, I saw there was no mistake

1, and when laler 1 took the precaution to conipaic I he

iplion in Coucs's ICcv, it agreed in every particular.—

I, Beaver, Beaver County, Pc-i
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A Series of Eggs of Dendrceca
Maculosa.

BY J. p. N.

The eggs of the beautiful Black and Yellow
or Magnolia Warbler, {Dendraca maculosa) pre-

sent a far greater variation when seen in a large

series than would be supposed. In size, ground
color and markings they show great differences.

The number, however, would appear to be al-

ways four. Many of the eggs are very beauti-

ful, and the markings are often much heavier

than those of most species of warblers.

In tlie following paper an attempt is made to

describe a series of twenty-four sets, all of

which are of undoubted authenticity. The
whole series were collected at Grand Manan,

N. B., by a veteran collector, who has prob-

ably taken more sets of warbler's eggs than

any man living.

The measurements are all in hundreths of

inches.

Set I. June 16, 1885. Four eggs. Very faint

grayish white ground color. One of the eggs

almost unmarked save for a very few lilac dots

and streaks. A second has only a few reddish

brown specks. The third has the spottings

more distinct; while the fourth has a few lar-

ger spots, but the effect of the whole set is of a

more unmarked appearance than any othei-s of

the series: .63x.52; .62x.5I; .a3x.51; .63x.53.

Set II. June 15, 1886. Four eggs. White,

marked with lilac and light reddish brown
spots and streaks: .64x.47; .65x48; .66x.49;

.64X.49.

Set III. June 8, 1885. Four eggs. Light

creamy white, delicately marked with strag-

gling lines and spots of reddish brown, some-

what after the manner of eggs of the genus

Icterus. This style of markings seems to be

rather unusual for Dendroeca maculosa : .66 x
.49; .67X.50; .67x.49; .77x.50. The last des-

cribed egg of this set is very curious, as apart

from the fact of its measuring a tenth of an
inch longer than usual, it is very pointed and is

shaped like some specimens of Hinmdo erythro-

gastra. To add to its peculiarity nearly all the

markings are clustered around the smaller end.

Set IV. June 24, 1885. Four eggs. Creamy
white, and much more glossy than usual for

this species. Marked with small reddish brown
and lilac specks and spots, mostly at the larger

ends: .60x.49; .60x.49; .o8x.49; .60x.49.

Set V. June 13, 1885. Four eggs. Creamy
white speckled with lilac and brownish red,

chiefly at the greater ends : .56x48; .59x.48;

.59X.45; .56x.47.

Set VI. June 18, 1887. Four eggs. Faint

grayish white, marked with lilac and reddish

brown spots more heavily at the greater ends.

In one of the eggs the lilac is entirely wanting,

the spots ai-e much heavier, and they are all of

a reddish brown: .60x.50; .63x.49; .65x.48;

.62X.49.

Set VII. June 9, 1885. Four eggs. Dull

white, speckled with lilac and reddish brown,
more closely near the larger ends: .67x.47; .66

X .47 ; .67 x .45 ; .67 x .47. This set very closely

resembles an undoubted set of Dendroaca dis-

color collected near Savannah, Georgia, by Mr.
T. D. Perry.

Set VIII. June 18, 1887. Four eggs. White,

speckled and spotted (mainly near the larger

ends) with reddish brown and lilac. The mark-

ings form wreaths: .67x.49; .65x.50; .66

x

.49; .65X.49.

Set IX. June 15, 1885. Four eggs. Pure
white, spotted at the greater ends with reddish

brown and lilac: .63x.52; .62x.51; .61x.48;

.62X.51.

Set X. June 17, 1885. Four eggs. Light

creamy white, spotted with two shades of red-

dish brown, (one of them darker than the

other) and also with a few lilac dots. The
markings form an indistinct circle near the

greater ends: .70x.49; .68x.47; .70x.49; .68

X.49.

Copyright, 1887, t)y F. H. Cakpbnteb and F. B. Websteb.
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250. Dendroica cerulea. Cerulean Warbler.— Rare spring migrant.
I have the records of three males, May 24, 1890, May 20, 1893, and May 11,

1897; besides these there are four or five other local specimens, including
a pair in the museum of Toronto University, taken in 1856.
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Dendroica rara .

Ad.male, taken at Worcester, Mass., May 21, 1882, by-

Mr. H.L. Rand, taxidermist in same city, and by him skinned

and mounted. Th«^ was at the time of the famous Warbler flight.

Mr. Reed of Worcester sold the bird from Mr. Rand's collection

to a party in New York City. The address is lost and the bird

cannot be traced. Mr. John A Farley of Maiden has seen the

bird. The above information is partly from a letter on file

writt02i by H.L. Rand to J.A.Farley who gave it to Mr. Brewster,

and partly from what Mr. Parley told when he called at the

Museum, March 14, 1902.

Massachusetts Bird Notes.— Florida cserulea. An immature male in

the white plumage was shot in Stoughton, Mass., by a Mr. Berry, Aug. 22,

1908. The bird was mounted by E. R. Adams of Canton, to whom I am

', indebted for the record, and is now in the collection of F. H. Kennard.

Aofe 26, Af»r-190e»p* 199-
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Museum, March 14, 1902.
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the white plumage was shot in Stoughton, Mass., by a Mr. Berry, Aug. 22,

\ 1908. The bird was mounted by E. R. Adams of Canton, to whom I am

I indebted for the record, and is now in the collection of F. H. Kennard.
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Doubts still existing in some quarters
,

(see New England Bird Life, Part I, pp.

129-130,) as to the Blue Warbler having
|

been taken in New England, I am induced

to present my own testimony on the sub-

ject. May 22, 1879, was one of those soft,

mild mornings which are so favorable for

fresh arrivals. Throwing aside the quill, I

made a dash for the nearest woods with

those feelings so common to a counting-

room naturalist—"anywhere for anything."

I soon found myself in what is known as

the Albion Grove—on the outskirts of the

village of the same name—some five miles

from Pawtucket. My attention was soon

attracted to the unusual numbers of the

Blue Yellow-backs, {Parula Americana.)

Every tree seemed aHve with them. Step-

ping into an opening, a flock of perhaps

twenty came darting past. The tempta-

tion was too much. In the mechanical act

of firing the peculiar appearance of one

was the magnet that attracted its fate.

As I picked it up, the first impression was

that I had the female of the Black-and-

white Warbler, {Mniotilta varia,) but close

examination convinced me that I had

something new. Though badly shattered,

I carefully preserved and mounted it. It

is now in my collection marked " Cerulean

Warbler—male." Comparing it with some

fine skins that I have received from Messrs.

Eathbun & Wright, I find the markings

are exceptionally well defined, but the

plumage much darker—rather inclined to

slate than blue. Few of our amateur col-

lectors would have saved a bird in the same

condition. In this connection, I would

suggest to the readers of the O. and 0.

—

save any specimen that attracts attention

as unusual, no matter in what condition.

If only the head, wings and feet are pre-

served—they may lead to an identification

\

that wi^b^^^
it^A-sl-p^-^f^^^r

'

i] Additional Capture op the Cerulean AVarbler in New
I

' England.— Through the kindness of Mr. Charles M. Carpenter of

' Providence, R. I., I am enabled to record a second specimen of Dendrmca

cwruka, taken near Cumberhxnd Hill, R. I .. May 22, 1878. The Warbler

was a male, and was in company with a flock of Blue Yellow-backed War-

b'ers when shot. The first specimen recorded for New England was taken

at Suffield, Conn , June 12, 1875, by Mr. E. I. Sliores, and is now in liis

il
collection. Dr. Brewer, in his " Additions to his. Catalogue of the Birds

of New England," * includes this record, and says :
" This Western species

is said to have been taken at Suffield, Conn. I therefore venture to add this

bird to my list, though not without much hesitation." The doubt thus ex-

pressed by Dr. Brewer is entirely unnecessary, as the specimen was

thoroughly identified. — Rutiiven Deane, Cambridge, Mass.

* Proc. Boston Soc. Sat. Hist., Vol. XIX, 1878, p. 303.

lull N.0.0. 4. July, l»7e, ? /f^'» 2 1



Distribution of New England Birds.

-

A Eeply to Dr. Brewer. H.A.Purdie.

BuU. N.O.O. 2, Jan.. 1877. p. IH

•

SoTne Birds of Rare or Accidental Oc-
ourrenoe in New England. H.A.Purdi«

4. Dendroeca caerulea. Blue Warbler. — A male was obtained by
Mr. Shores at Suffield, June 12,'1875. This species and PoUoptila ccerulea,

though previously recorded as occurring in New England, have not been

recently taken here.

BuU. N.O.O. 2, Jan.. 1877, p. 21

Dendroica cserulea at Seymour, Connecticut.—On May lo, i888, I shot

a fine adult female Cerulean Warbler from a flock of Parula Warblers

with which it seemed to be associating. The locality was dry and

somewhat elevated, with a growth of high hard-wood trees and but little

underbrush. With its companions, the bird kept chiefly among the top-

most branches where I watched it for twenty minutes until, leaving the

Parulas, it gradually descended into the lower branches to some fourteen

feet from the ground, Avhen I shot it.

It measured : length 4.60, spread of wings 7.55 inches. Its stomach

contained insects only. The largest ova in the ovary were about the size

of No. 12 shot.

—

Edwin H. Eamks, Seymour, Cnnn.

Auk, V, Oct.. 1888. p. ifSJ'SX
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My first acquaintance with this neat and

pretty little Warbler was made one day
in August, at the beginning of the Fall

migration, a number of years ago. In
cbmpany with any friend, Mr. P. S. Wright,
I was collecting a few birds in a small

piece of oak and chestnut woods near
Auburn. He, wliUe looking at the tops of

some of the larger trees, espied a Warbler,

which, on shooting, proved to be a good
male of this species. It was the first that

either of us had ever seen, but we knew
what it was ; and very pretty it looked as

he held it ia his hand. After duly admir-

ing it, the bird was carefully put away in

my friend's collectmg basket. During the

next half hour we shot four more, all of

which were of the same sex as the first;

and when the time arrived for us to go
home, we were more than pleased with our
day's success. Since then both of us have
vei-y often met with the Blue Warbler : for

it has proved to be a regular Summer resi-

dent in our locality. Arriving from the

South dtiring the second or third week in

May, according to the mildness of the

season, one is quickly aware of its pres-

ence somewhere near by, from hearing its

peculiar song. In order to see the bird,

you need to look near the tops of the largest

trees ; for this species is eminently a tree

Warbler in every sense of the word. Dur-
ing rainy weather it will be found pearer

the ground, following its insect food wher-
ever it goes. But on a bright, pleasant

morning high in the treetopswill you hear
it singing. I have found these birds most
abundant in wet woods, where the swamp
ash and elms grow to a good height. Al-

though this seems to be its favorite place,

it may also be found sparingly in the dry
woods with other Warblers. This is more
rarely the case however. There is no

doubt that the Blue Warbler breeds with
us, but I have never heard of its nest

being found near here. This is not sur-

prising, for from what we read of its nest-

ing habits—the nest being built well up in

large trees, and generally saddled on a

limb—they must be very hard to find.

On Rowland's Island, in the Seneca
Eiver and about eleven mUes distant from
Aubiu-n, you can find this species quite

abundant throughout the breeding season.

Here, as elsewhere, their favorite haunts

seem to be in the tall trees in the swampy
parts of the island, or in the equally as

heavy timber along the river's sides. And
in the larger trees do they imdoubtedly

rear their young. Let one go to this local-

ity on a warm day in May, and almost

everywhere can a male bird be heard sing-

ing. This song once heard can be easily

remembered, for the ending is long drawn
out, and of a buzzing sound. The female

bird is hard to see, and is seldom shot ; at

least such seems to be my experience. No
doubt, because it lacks the song of the

male and utters only the common chip of

most of our Warblers. I have met with

this bird, wherever I have been in our

County, and at any time from the middle

of May into the Summer. It seems to be

quite evenly distributed in this section,

but will be found more common in such

places as I have named. It remains with

us until about the last of August, and by
the 10th of September all the residents

and migrants seem to have dejjarted, for I

have never seen it after that date. Then
must we patiently await the coming of

another Spring ere it again puts in an ap-

pearance among us.

—

& F. Rathhun, Au-
burn, JV. Y. O.&O. IX. Mar. 1854. p. -^f^

Dntcher, Rare Long Island Birds.
Dendroica caerulea. Cerulean Warbler.—There is a fine male

specimen of this species in full breeding plumage, which IVIr. Akhurst shot
in the vicinity of Crow Hill, where the Kings County Penitentiary now
stands. There is no date attached to the specimen, nor can Mr. Akhurst
recollect when it was secured; it is the only one he ever obtained on
Long Island.

Auk X. Jui.y. 1893 p 277.

Birds of Oneida County, New York.
Egbert Bagg.

Dendroica caerulea.—A fine male in full plumage was taken at Clinton,
May 9, 1890.

Ank XI. April. 18©4 p, 183

3. Dendrceca caerulea, (Wilson) Baird. I secured a fine male of tliia'

beautiful species, near niy residence, May 17, 1875.

BuU. N.0.0. 3. Jan., 1878. p. ,



Breeding of the Cerulean Warbler {Dendroica can-idea) in Niagara

County, New York.—On May 30. 1S88, while passing through a large wood,

f noticed a nest on a fork of a horizontal limb of a small basswood tree,

which I took to be the nest of the Least Flycatcher {Emfidonax minimus)

.

I also saw a pair of birds in a large tree, near the one containing the nest,

but I was unable to identify them. On June 8 I found the bird on the nest,

and on its leaving I shot it and was surprised to find that it was a female

Dendroica ccerulea. The nest contained three eggs when secured, but one

or two fell from the nest when the bird left it. Incubation was nearly com-

plete, and it was with diHiculty that I succeeded in saving two good speci-

mens' and the broken shell of the third. I did not succeed in securing the

male, but an hour before in another piece of woods half a mile distant I

liad shot by mistake another male of this species, which was also a surprise,

as I had found but two of this species during ten years' collecting in this

County, and they were both male birds, taken May to, 1S82, and May 11,

18S3, and not over ten rods apart. I had come to the conclusion that they

were to be found here only during migration, and rarely then. On

leaving the woods after securing this nest, we passed into an old pasture

lotorclearingin which were a few small trees left standing, and while

digging out a set of four eggs of the Yellow-bellied Sapsucker {Sphyra-

ficus varius) I noticed another pair of Z*. ccerulea, and on watching them

found they were building a nest in a small basswood, also on the fork of

a horizontal limb, about twenty feet from the ground and eight feet out

from the trunk. I am so particular in describing the position of these

nests, as in ' North American Birds,' Baird, Brewer and Ridgway, Vol. I.

p. 236, Audubon is quoted as finding one " placed in the forks of a low

tree or bush, partly pensile, projecting a little above the twigs to which it

is attached, and extending below them nearly two inches," while these are

placed on the top of the limb, which is from one half to three quarters of

an inch in diameter, and the nest does not extend below the centre. The

dimensions of the nest are outside two and a half inches across by two

inches deep, inside one and seven eighths by one and a quarter inches.

Audubon is also quoted as saying, " The eggs are five in number, of a

pure white with a few reddish spots about the larger end," while these

are bluish white with a wreath of reddish brown and lilac spots about the

larger end, and small brown dots over the whole egg. The dimensions

of the two saved are .70 X .52 and .71 X .52 inches. I sent the male and

female D. ccanilea to Dr. A. K. Fisher, of Washington. On June 23 I

secured the second nest and eggs, also the female, but did not succeed in

finding the male. The nest contained three eggs, also one egg of the

Cowbird. These eggs are not as large as the first, measuring only

.64 X .50, .63 X .49, .64 X .50 inches. The general color is the same, but

the wreath about the large end is not as distinct. The nests are made of

the fibre of the thistle and sparingly covered with lichens, and lined with a

brown hair-like substance that I do not know the name of. On June 30 I

found another nest in a piece of woods about one mile from where I took

the others, but it was too high to be secured, and from the action of the

female I concluded it contained young. On July 4 I secured three adult

birds, one male and two females, also three young; all but one female

were taken within twenty rods of where I secured the two nests and eggs.

One female and two young were sent to Dr. A. K. Fisher, and one male

and female and one young were sent to the Smithsonian Institution.

July 7 I visited the same place and saw another brood of three young

whicli seemed to be able to fly as well as the adults, although the old

birds were feeding them ; I did not try to secure any of these. July 14 I

could not find one of this species at the same place. July 21 I found a late

brood, but secured only the adult female and one young which I sent to

tlie American Museum of Natural History, New York City, at the request

of Mr. J. A. Allen. All the young of this species taken resemble the adult

female with the exception that they have yellowish downy feathers on the

breast and edge of wing.

On July 28 I again visited the same place, but did not see a Blue War

bier and came to the conclusion that they had moved southward.

In 'North American Birds ' Dr. Brewer says that he has been informed

that this species " abounds and breeds in the vicinity of Niagara Falls,"

although he does not say that any nests or eggs %yere secured, and as he

also says " little is known of its breeding habits," I have here been more

explicit in regard to my observations than I otherwise should have been.

—

J. L. Davison, Lockporf, Niagara County, N. T.

Auk, V, Oct.. 1888. p. *f30-3/^



Dendroica caerulea. Cerulean Warbler.—June 24, i8g8, Mr. Maxon
found these birds to the number of 25 or more inhabiting a piece of woods

about five miles south of Oneida. He secured tliree specimens. In June,

1899, he found them in the same place and took two more. We had one

previous record from Clinton.

Auk, XVII, April, 1900, p .

24. Dendroica rara. Cerulean Warbler.— "Rare summer resi-

dent," etc. There are earlier records than Mr. Embody's. See Auk, XVII,

178, 1900, where is recorded the discovery of a colony on the Stockbridge

West Hill. I have often visited this colony. As late as July 22 (1902)

many of the birds were still in song. Mr. Miller has taken a single

specimen at Peterboro.

^ H''cZ£c^ ^r>^n .
J^i^- 1^03.

Notes from Western New York.
Maurice C .Blake, Hanover ,11. H.

Dendroica cerulea.— Mr. F. T. Antes and I observed a male of this

species at Canandaigua, May 14, 1906. Though this warbler breeds
locally in neighboring counties, I believe this is the first Ontario County
record. I observed two at Victor, Ontario County, on May 22, 1906.

Anfe.24,Apr.,1907,p. 2^zy-



NESTING HABITS OF THE CERULEAN WARBLER.

BY W. E. SAUNDERS.

Some years ago, while on a short walking trip through the west-

ern peninsula of Ontario, I located a woods in which the Cerulean

Warbler (^Dendroica aerukd) was exceedingly common. Ever

since, I have wished for an opportunity to visit that locality in

early May that I might make their acquaintance in the house-

keeping season and perhaps get a few nests. Near London,

only 60 or 70 miles farther east, they average uncommon, and near

Toronto they are seldom seen.

On May 16, 1900, I got back near the place and in a day's hunt

succeeded in finding two pieces of woodland where they were

common, and though there appeared to be as yet no sign of nest

ing we noticed a female, leisurely feeding and hopping around in

a tree in front of us. By the time we were ready to move, she

had covered two or three trees so often that we felt sure her nest

was in one of them and we got on opposite sides of the clump of

trees to watch her. Then it began to dawn on us why we had
met with so little success in the morning, for it kept us both busy

to keep track of the little greenish bird traveling high up among
the green leaves. However, after a half hour or so she disap-

peared in a place where one watcher would not have been able to

guess at her whereabouts, but to the other, she was easy, and two

steps to one side revealed the nest. A climb of forty-five feet in

a leaning basswood reached the nest, which contained one egg

only, but as we were not very sanguine of finding more we took

it.

We then decided to hunt together, and the difficulty was solved.
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haps sttU^om for one of a bird which was taken at_^orcester,

MassachusetfM^y 23; 1891, by a young son oM^IrT Charles K.

Reed, the well-knmVs^xidermist. Mnjie€d mounted the bird

and afterwards sold it toT^f«.^olin,.£rThayer in whose collection,

at Lancaster, Massachusett§,4r'^a§been for some time. A few

months since, Mr. Thay^ learning tliak^w'as anxious to obtain

a New Englaijd-'^xample of the Barn Ow'lT^WQgt generously sent

me thig-JiVorcester bird with his compliments. Tl^&v^jDecimen, a

mttle^is well mounted and in fine condition in every way.

THE CERULEAN WARBLER {DENDROICA C^RU-
LEA) AS A SUMMER RESIDENT IN

BALTIMORE COUNTY, MARYLAND.

BY FRANK COAXES KIRKWOOD.

As A live bird the Cerulean Warbler was unknown to me until

June II, 1899. That year they were noted until August 15, and

a nest supposed to be of this species was found. In 1900 it was

carefully watched for and recorded from April 29 to August 19,

and a nest with four eggs was collected on June 10.

Ravenshurst farm, where I have spent nearly every Sunday

and occasionally other days for the last twelve years, is situated

at the head of Dulany's Valley in Baltimore County and is thirteen

miles N. N. E. from the centre of Baltimore City. The house

stands at an elevation of 480 feet above tide-water and a sharp

declivity in front of it gives an uninterrupted view of the entire

length of the valley (lowest point 170 feet above tide), with Tow-

son, seven miles from Baltimore City, on the horizon at the other

end, on an elevation of about 500 feet. Near Towson, at a similar

elevation, is the point, where Mr. J. Hall Pleasants on July 14,

1893, collected the adult and immature male birds recorded in

'The Auk' (Vol. X, 1893, p. 372). This remained as our only

Maryland Record until the present.

My experience during the last two summers leads me to sup-

pose that the species has a decided preference for high open
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woods clear of underbrush, and if this is so it would account for

the scarceness of the species. Between our orchard and the pike,

extending a considerable distance, is a strip of original growth

timber, about 150 feet wide, from which the underbrush has been

cleared, while across the pike is a large tract of woods. On the

other side of the orchard, about one eighth of a mile distant from

the strip mentioned, is another piece of woods from which the

hogs have cleared the underbrush. This also has considerable

woods in its original state, on one side. It is in these two pieces

of woods that the birds have summered. The trees are principally

chestnuts, with oaks, hickoiys, tulip trees, etc.

The following items are taken verbatim from my pocket note-

book and were made with the aid of a strong field-glass. Had the

birds been round previously I assuredly would have known it, but

my first note is as follows :

June 4, 1899. In gate woods, hear a strange warbler song but fail

to see bird.

June II. In company with Mr. F. A. Saunders, who is visiting

me, the strange song of the 4th is identified as that of the

Cerulean. We heard it in the woods west of the pike and in

response to our ' squeaking ' the bird came within twenty-five

feet of us, perching on a bare branch. We then kept quiet

and it leisurely hunted the lower branches of the tree for about

ten minutes, occasionally singing. Subsequently we heard

the song of this species in three or four different parts of

the woods, but whether the same individual or not we could

not say.

June 18. One singing in gate woods. It seemed to prefer the

bare or dead twigs of the lower branches of the trees some

twenty-five to forty feet up. During the forenoon it sang

incessantly with its feathers fluffed out. From 4.20 p. m.

to dusk heard it off and on. Once while it was singing some

short distance off I was watching another sitting silent on a

dead twig with its feathers fluffed out.

During the forenoon in the gate woods a female Redstart was

observed pulling material out of a nest saddled on a chestnut

branch. Investigation showed a warbler's nest of some kind

ready for eggs, but it was not a Redstart's, and no other bird was
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seen near it though it was watched for a long time. It was

placed on lowest branch but one, five feet out from tree and

thirty-five feet, eight inches up from ground. It was completely

gone on 2Sth.

June 25. See one singing in different trees in gate woods.

Once it dressed its feathers, sitting on a dead twig and smg

ing all the time, otherwise it was hunting slowly like a Worm-

eating Warbler. It would sing for about twenty minutes and

then fly off, and we could not locate it until it started to sing

again. On one occasion while watching it singing, heard

another about one hundred yards off.

July 2. Singing as I enter gate woods ; it stopped at 10.18 a. m.,

flew to another tree, sang a few times and stopped. Com-

menced again at 11.04 and sang eight minutes, when it came

down from branches to a nearly rotten stump not two

feet high and hunted round it for several minutes, then flying

off. Sings again from 11. 31 for ten minutes (12.15 to

12.45 in house for dinner) . Do not hear it again until 5.45

P. M., it then sings right along to 6.15, when I go to supper.

July 3. At 9.15 A. M. sings several times
; 9.25, sings four or five

times, 9.31 started and sings nineteen minutes. It then flies

from top of one high chestnut to another and chased a Gold-

finch out of sight. A few minutes later it was singing again

and kept on incessantly, first in one tree then in another

until I get a stiff neck and leave at 11 a. m.

July 4. Sang from 9.21 a. m. for eighteen minutes, and from 9-59

for seven minutes. Do not hear it again until 7.27 p. m.,

when it sang for twelve minutes; later it sang off and on

until 7.32, when I heard last song for the day.

July 9. See one, with only slight indications of a collar on either

side. Singing off and on all day in gate woods.

July 16. 9.46 A. M., sang for about twenty minutes
;
rather more

sluggish than usual.

July 27. Singing in pig woods.

July 30. One sings eight to ten times in woods west of pike near

point where it was first seen on June 11.

Aug. 10. One singing in pig woods.

Aug. 13. One singing in pig woods.
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Aug. 15. One singing in gate woods.

Apr. 29, 1900. One singing on bare branch of apple tree;

finally flies into pig woods.

May 6. Watch one singing in pig woods and hear another at

same time ; later hear one in gate woods where it is also sing-

ing in afternoon.

May 7. One singing at house this morning.

May 13. Two singing at once in pig woods. See pair, male and
female, in gate woods.

May 20. Forenoon singing in pig woods; afternoon singing in

gate woods.

May 27. While watching male singing as it flies after female in

pig woods, hear another singing in the distance.

June 3. Forenoon singing in pig woods; about noon singing in

gate woods; afternoon don't hear it at all.

June 4. One singing in pig woods.

June 10. Hear one singing in gate woods and in a minute
or two see it chasing a female Redstart round top of a low
oak, jerking out its song all the time. Happening to look

directly overhead, see nest on lowest branch of a tulip tree,

and going to one side see female on nest; 3 p. m., one singing

in gate woods ; a little later one singing in pig woods.

June 17. One singing in pig woods.

June 18. One singing in pig woods.

June 20. Two singing at once, nearly all day, in pig woods.

July 15. Watch one singing in pig woods and hear another at

same time.

Aug. 19. See two or three and hear two or three others singing

immature or imperfect (?) songs in pig woods.

I have given the above memoranda verbatim as made at the

time and it will be noted that only twice was the species found in

the dense woods. This does not prove that they may not have
been there often enough, only that I did not observe them there,

while I was almost certain to find them in either one or other of

the two open pieces.

In habits this bird considerably resembles the Worm-eating
Warbler, being rather slow and sedate in its movements. It will

also sit for long periods motionless and silent, on a dead twig
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under the branches proper of the high trees. Here it also to a

considerable extent does its hunting. Its song is so distinctive

that after being once recognized it can never be confused with

that of any other bird. Although recognizing the impossibility of

portraying bird songs, I venture on the following which, however, is

_AAA AAA
wechchch ch we je je je

not very satisfactory. It also gives its song in a low tone as if it

whispered it, and unless the bird is carefully watched the observer

might be led to believe that he heard a second bird singing in the

distance. I have watched a bird sing thus between each regular

song, at other times it would not give it at all, or only occasionally,

while on two or three occasions I heard it given for quite a while

to the exclusion of the regular song, and quite often have heard

it given two or three or even more times in succession between

regular songs.

The nest found on June 18, 1899, could not at that time be

definitely stated to be a Cerulean's, as only the Redstart that

demolished it was seen at it. It was, however, an exact counter-

part of the nest collected on June 10, 1900. This latter nest

contained four eggs, very slightly incubated. Their ground color

is a pale grayish with a slight bluish cast, marked with pale red-

dish specks and spots, nearly all being on the larger end. One
egg, however, has also some fairly large blotches of a much lighter

reddish round the girth. Underlying this on the larger ends of

all are lilac spots of different shades.

The nest is made of brown bark fibre, with some fine grass

stems among it, and is finished inside with a few black horse-

hairs. Outside it is finished with gray shreds of bark, spider

web, and a few small fragments of newspaper that had been water-

soaked. It measured, inside if inches across by i inch deep;

outside 2 J inches across. As the branch sloped, one part of the

rim is within f of an inch of it, while the opposite part is i| inches

above it, the material comes down on one side of branch to

inches below the rim. On this side a tiny twig arches out from

branch and extending to the rim is imbedded in the nest, and the

leaves which grew from its top shaded the nest. On the other

side the material merely came down to the branch, which meas-
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ured one inch in diameter at tliis point. Just clear of the nest

on the lower side a twig one half an inch in diameter slopes away

from the nest but does not support it in any way. The end of

the branch was brol<en off, as often occurs with the tulip tree,

and the nest was placed near this end, 15 feet out from the tree

and 48 feet 6 inches up from ground. There was but one branch

growing lower on this tree and it was on the other side, so that

there was a clear space between the nest and the ground. The

nest would answer in every particular for the original of the one

described on page 360 of the October, 1900, number of 'The

Auk,' collected in western Ontario by Mr. W. E. Saunders, whose

brother was with me when I first identified this species.

Auk, XVIII, April.. 1901, - )>' iSJ-l'i^

TWO RACES OF THE VARIED THRUSH.

BY JOSEPH GRINNELL.

Hesperocichla naevia naevia {Gmelin) Ridgway.

Turduhtmvius Gmelin, Svstema Naturae, Tom. I, 1788, p^7-
Hesferochn^nrnvia Ridgway, Proc. U. S. Nat. MusyTol. Ill, 1880,

^'^Tyfe, ? ad., N^Na22, coll. J. G., Sitka, Alaska, h^ly 2, 1896; collected

by J.
Grinnell. \, /

Z>.scr.^^^-«»-Back, Vapulars and rump^stre ;
upper tail-coverts

brightening into vandyke>;own,; upper/^u-face of tail dark Prout's

brown ;
top of head and cer>fc dark mifmmy brown abruptly outlined

posteriorly against the color otNackf Dark parts of outer surface of

closed wing seal brown
;

tips of/l^ater and middle wmg-coverts, and

spot composed of outer webs o|4Hma>i^s near their base, tawny ochrace-

ous
;
edging of outer webs oT terminal thh^l of primaries and secondaries

hazel. Foreneck tawnyy^ightest laterally malar region; lores and

auriculars same as toa/<« head, perhaps slightly>;ay ish
;
feathers of aunc-

ulars with narrow o«^hi-aceous shaft-streaks
;
longituHmal stripe from above

eye along uppe.^Zigin of auriculars,.and spot on \o^&^y<^\KA ochraceous ;

complete pe^foral band raw umber; remainder of u,>d^ parts poste-

rior fronypectoral band tawny ochraceous; feathers ol sides with

cresce.ji<haped tips of light sepia; flanks nearly uniform lighNepia with

a por&iifible raw umber tinge ; middle of belly white with a tahit butty



Nesting of the Cerulean Warbler {Detidrotca cariilea) in Beaver

County, Pennsylvania.—This species, reported to be exceedingly rare in

most sections, is here coinnion as a migrant and tolerably common as a

summer resident. (But compare, in this connection Wheaton,/e?' Coues,

Birds of the Northwest, p. 233.) It has not as yetlbeen found in Butler

and Armstrong Counties. In the breeding se^Wn it is partial to higli,

open, oak woods, as well as to low, da^inp; beech woodland, in which

places I often see Hve or six pairs in the course of as many hours' walk.

Inhabiting as it does the terminal foliage of the highest forest trees, it

would easily be overlooked even by the most careful of observers,

were it not for the peculiar notes of the male, which are readily

distinguished from those of any other Warbler, and which suffice to dis-

close its presence. I can scarcely describe this song, beyond saying that

it is a genuine Warbler song, and that its last notes somewhat resemble

the 'drumming' of our locust {Cicada') ; but once heard it is not apt to be

forgotten.

It was with these facts in mind that on May 24, 1890, I determined to

put my previous experience to a test in finding the nest of the species.

Proceeding to a patch of woodland in which I had previously located two

pairs, I quickly discovered one of the males, and in the course of half an

hour liis mate appeared, whereupon I transferred my attention to her.

After an hour's patient watching she at last was seen to go to her nest,

which was thus discovered to be saddled on the fork of a horizontal

branch of a certain kind of tree, far out from the trunk, and fully 50 feet

from the ground. The only way it could possibly be reached was by

climbing a tall, slim butternut tree adjacent, thus enabling one to scoop

out the eggs by means of a net attached to the end of a pole. However,

on May 26'the plan was successfully carried out, though not without con-

siderable risk; in addition the nest was secured and the female bird shot,

thus putting the identification beyond question. The mal came about

at the time, but apparently manifested little concern.

The nest was a small, neat structure, tightly fastened to its branch, and

composed mainly of weed stalks and strips of bark, though the outside,

whose texture was rendered firmer by means of a plentiful supply of

saliva and cobwebs, presented a decidedly white appearance, owing to

the color of the stems composing it as well as to the bits of paper and

hornets' nest added. The lining was simply finer weed stalks. It con-

tained three eggs of the Warbler and one of the Cowbird, all fresh, so

that the set was probably incomplete. In color they almost exactly re-

semble a set of American Redstarts in ray collection, dilTering only in

being slightly shorter. The ground-color is white, ^rith a rather decided

suggestion of bluish-green, spotted over, in the style of most Warblers,

with reddish-brown, the spots tending to aggregate at and around the

larger end.

The eggs, the nest, and the female bird are now in the collection

of Dr. C. Hart Merriam of Washington, D. C—W. E. Clyde Todd,

Beaver, Beaver Comity, Pa. Aak, 8, AprU.lBQl. p.j2 3V~i3;'

,ral.Vi.i445. The C<.rulean Warhlcr. By J. H. Langille.

O' _^Lription of habits, nest and eggs, as observed near Buffalo, N. Y.
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^ This appears to cover all cases, and, unless something different is

sho"wnp~4± seems to me to be fair to consider that, in regard to tjie

spotting pigments, a single bird has but one color, which m^y be

varied acoordiSg to the way in which it is deposited on the^ell,

—

either with respeist to the thickness or position in deptn from sur-

face of the deposit,\r and. even may itself vary tempOTarily among

birds of the same spebies, owing to a temporary^ondition of the

system. \
In regard to the groundHMit of the egg^^hich in many cases is

colored, it can hardly be acooih^ted for^ the same principle. Of

course those eggs which have a »hrfce or even a soiled ground-color

offer no objection ; neither do tlK5sfeswhich have a colored ground

but are unspotted, as we might justly^y that the remarks in re-

gard to there being but one^oloring matW still apply. But there

are certain eggs which are spotted on a oolos^ ground, and which

make it necessary ta^count for the ground-colsr in some different

way, or else to widen the theory, and to allow tRe^few cases to

enter as exceptions. As to which of these two hypothfes^ is more

apt to hejifie correct one, I am not as yet prepared to Msqrd an

opiniprl^but am at present pursuing a course of chemical exp&ri-

mems by which I hope to settle the question.

NEST AND EGGS OF THE CERULEAN WARBLES.

BY J. A. ALLEN.,

The Museum of Comparative Zoology has recently received a

nest and four eggs of the Cerulean Warbler {Dendroeca carulea),

collected at East Penfield, Munroe County, N. Y., June 7, 1878, by

Mr. P. S. Fuller. The female was shot as she left the eggs, which

were nearly fresh. The nest was placed in the fork of a small ash-

tree, about twenty-five feet from the ground. It is neatly and com-

pactly built, consisting externally of fine dry grasses of an ashen

tint, bound firmly together with spider's silk, to which are affixed a

few bits of whitish lichen ; it is lined with strips of bark and fine

grasses, of a reddish-brown color. The nest is thus gray externally

and brown within. It measures as follows: inside diameter, 2
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inches; outside diameter, 2.50 inches; depth inside, 1.40; external

depth, 1.75. The eggs vary little in size or color, and mainly in

respect to the size of the blotches. The ground-color is dull creamy-

white, thickly covered with rather heavy blotches of reddish-brown.

In one egg the blotches are coarse and cover the greater part of the

surface ; in another the markings are finer, quite evenly diffused,

and of a lighter tint ; in the other two about two thirds of the sur-

face is covered by the markings. The eggs measure .60 X .47 of an

inch.

The Museum has also two other nests of this species. One was

taken, with one egg, at Drummondsville, Ontario, in June, 1873,

and, with the egg, was soon after described by Dr. Brewer (Hist.

N. Amer. Birds, Vol. Ill, p. 505). The other nest was taken

at Mount Carmel, 111., May 16, 1878, by Mr. William Bryant of

Boston. It contained four eggs, which are now in his collec-

tion. The nest described by Dr. Brewer differs from the Penfield

nest in no essential point, except that it is rather slighter, and

has a more nearly continuous covering of lichens, with which are

mixed small pieces of hornet's nest. The bottom of the nest shows

that it was built in the fork of a small branch. The Mount Carmel

nest differs from the others in having somewhat thicker walls, thus

giving to the structure greater bulk and firmness. Like the others,

it is partly covered externally with lichens, which enclose some of

the smaller twigs amidst which it is fixed to the upper surface of a

small branch. These nests agree as closely in their general struc-

ture, as well as in the material of their composition, as three nests

of the same species are often found to do, and differ quite widely

from the nests of any other species of the genus known to me. The
Penfield and Mount Carmel nests were placed respectively twenty

and twenty-five feet from the ground, and the Drummondsville nest

at a height of fifty feet.

Audubon describes the nest of the Cerulean Warbler as placed in

the forks of a low tree or bush, and as being partly pensile, and the

eggs as being pure white, with a few reddish spots about the larger

end. In the light of present information, Audubon's description is

evidently erroneous in nearly every particular. The only other de-

scription of the nest and eggs of this species is that given by Dr.

Brewer, as already stated.

Dr. Brewer describes the egg as somewhat similar in its general

appearance to the eggs of the Yellow Warbler [D. aestiva), but as be-

Deane on Albinism and Melanism in Birds, 27

ing smaller, with the ground-color of a different shade of greenish-

white. On calling Dr. Brewer's attention to the discrepancy between

his description and the set of eggs above described, he was led

to re-examine the subject, and also to compare his egg with the set

obtained by Mr. Bryant. As a result, he writes me that his egg

corresponds exactly with those obtained at Mount Carmel. He fur-

ther states that while they seem to resemble the eggs of D. cestiva,

a comparison shows that while the spots on the eggs of the last-

named species are " olivaceous-brown," those on the eggs of Z>.

ccerulea are " decidedly red-brown." He also still further observes,

" In my egg and in Mr. Bryant's the ground-color is very conspicu-

ous, the spots sparse. In yours the spots are large and confluent,

obscuring all the ground-color." In the eggs collected at Penfield

the blotches are probably exceptionally large and heavy, but the

differences between these eggs and the others are not greater than

occur not uncommonly between different sets of eggs in most spe-

cies of birds that lay spotted eggs. There consequently appears to

be no reason for doubting the authenticity of either of the sets of

eggs here attributed to D. ccerulea, which in two of the instances at

least were identified by the capture of the parent bird.

Bull. N.O.O. 4,Jan.. 1879, p. ^ ^ ' ^
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coast, like certain other species of its local-

ity, finds its way around the Alleghany

Mountains for a short distance, and is very

common throughout the Summer in west-

lor that species to be breeding, the 24th

\july. Mentioning this circumstanfce to

J. Stannis, he remarked that Jle was

glad found it, for he once farand one

similarlV situated but had neve/been able

to conviiW anybody of the Met. It was

not in suck situations as l/have usually

found the "SeUow-bUls, bwt the bird was

very tame atod demonstrative and I

could not be milstaken ifi the species.

Great White\ Egbet {Ilerodias alba

egretta.—One of rWv neighbors "procured

specimen August/lMi, nearly two mUes
from the seashoBfe. was following up a

mill stream attd he shW it from his door

as it flew pafet. It wasv pure white, in

young plwmage, a longUegged, long-

necked, s;filty looking birdi The same

person swiot one of these biMs in 1878,

the of Axigust. These aA the only

birds' of the species that I ever\saw.

—

J.

N. piark, Old Saybrook, Ct.

Red-shouldebed Hawk.—I captV-ed

beautiful specimen of a Eed-shoiiMered

vine, thus giving the inside a rich brown
appearance in contrast with the gray exte-

rior.

The eggs, 4 or 5, some .60x47, are

grayish or greenish white, pretty well spot-

ted, or specked, or even blotched, espe-

cially about the large end, with brown and
deep lilac. They do not possess that deh-

cate appearance common to the oological

gems of most of the Warblers.

—

J. H.
Langille, Buffalo^

1. Dec. 15. 188 L . p , / /

nest, and has the sharp chipping alarm

note common to the family. The nest is

saddled on a horizontal limb of considera-

ble size, some distance from the tree, and

some forty or fifty feet from the ground.

Small, and very neatly and compactly biiilt,

somewhat after the style of the Eedstart,

it consists outwardly of fine dried grasses,

bits of wasp's nests and gray lichen, and

more especially of old and weathered

woody fibres, making it look quite gray

and waspy ; while the lining is fine dried

grasses, or shreds of the wild grape-
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rhe Caerulean Warbler.

I discharge both loads from my dotible-

barrel and bring down a pair of Warblers,

male and female, from the top of a tall ma-

ple. They are fine specimens of the T)en-

droeca cmrulea. Have they just dropped

down from the skies, and brought the pure

azure with them ? Except the diisky wings

and tail, dark wing-crests and centers of

many of the feathers, and white under-

fts, the epithet Ceernlean, sky-blue, is

certainly applicable to the male, particu-

larly to his head, back, and collar just

above the breast. Excepting her lighter

markings, less dusky wings and tail, mis-

sing collar, and greenish tint over the head

and back, thp female is the same as tlie

male. This species has the streaks along

the sides, and the white marks in the outer

tail-feathers, in common with the rest of

the Dendriieoa.

The Cserulean Warbler, apparently be-

longing to the Mississippi valley, and

scarcely a casual visitor on the Atlantic

coast, hke certain other species of its local-

ity, finds its way around the Alleghany

Motintains for a short distance, and is very

common throughout the Summer in west-

ern New York. Indeed it is not uncom-

mon as a Summer resident in the central

parts of the State. I have had every op-

portunity of observing its habits
;
and, as

no writer has given it a full record, I bear

it a special accountability.

It is a bird of the woods, everywhere as-

sociated with the beautiful tall foi-ests of

the more northern counties of AVestern

New York, sometimes found in the open

woods of pasture-lands, and quite partial

to hardwood trees. In its flitting motions

in search of insect-prey, and in the jerking

curves of its more prolonged flight, as also

in structure, it is a genuine Wood War-

bler, and keeps, for the most part, to what

Thoreau calls " the upper story" of its sjd-

van domain. Its song, which is frequent,

and may be heard for some distance, may
be imitated by the syllables rheet, rheet,

rheet, rheet, ridi, idi, e-e-e-e-e-e-e
;
begin-

ning with several soft, warbling notes, and

ending in a rather prolonged but quite mu-

sical squeak. The latter and more rapid

part of the strain, which is given in the up-

ward slide, approaches an insect quahty of

tone which is more or less peculiar to all

blue Warblers. This song is so common
here as to be a universal characteristic of

our tall forests.

The bird is shy when started from the

nest, and has the sharp chipping alarm

note common to the family. The nest is

saddled on a horizontal Hmb of considera-

ble size, some distance from the tree, and
some forty or fifty feet from the ground.

Small, and very neatly and compactly built,

somewhat after the style of the Redstart,

it consists outwardly of fine dried grasses,

bits of wasp's nests and gray lichen, and

more especially of old and weathered

woody fibres, making it look quite gray

and waspy ; while the hning is fine dried

or shreds of the wild

vine, thus giving the inside a rich brown
appearance in contrast with the gray exte-

rior.

The eggs, 4 or 5, some .60x47, are

grayish or greenish white, pretty well spot-

ted, or specked, or even blotched, espe-

cially about the large end, with brown and
deep lilac. They do not possess that deli-

cate appearance common to the oological

gems of most of the Warblers.

—

J. H.
Langille, J^^ff^o^J^^ 15.1881. p.;f.-/?/.
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Nesting of the Cerulean Warbler.

On May IS), 1889, while going througli the

woods in search of nests, I happened to see a

I small nest situated in a tree about forty-flve

i
feet high. Thinking from its appearance it

must be the nest of some warbler I strapped

• on my climbing irons and went up the tree,

and upon reaching the nest I found it to be all

completed but contained no eggs, so I left it

i with the determination of visiting it again.

On the morning of the 25th niy fatlicr and I

went over there, and upon climbing the tree I

found a Cerulean Warbler (Bendroica cmrulea)

sitting on the nest. When she left the nest I

found it contained five fresh eggs, which I

safely packed and sent down on a string which

I had for the purpose. I then sawed off the

limb and sent down the nest.

While getting the eggs and nest both the

$ and 9 of the birds were close around, some-

times coming within five or six feet of me.

The nest was situated in a beech tree forty-

six feet high and twelve feet from the body of

the tree. It is saddled on the limb and is

composed of fine strips of the inner bark of

trees with a few strips of grape-vine bark, and

having a few pieces of a kind of fungus fastened

to the outside and is lined with a fine veget-

able substance very much resembling red hair.

The eggs are of a greenisli-white profusely

spotted witli small blotches and dots of light

reddish-brown and lilac, forming a ring around

the larger end, and with blotches of liglit red-

dish brown distributed over the entire surface.

They measure .67x.5], .05x.50, .66v.49,

I

.65 X .51, and .65 x .50. E. W. Durfee.

Wayne County, Mich.

[Since writing the above Mr. Durfee took

another nest of this species, containing four

fresh eggs. He found them on June 16, 1889,

in Wayne County, Michigan, and shot the $

parent bird, so there can be no question as to

the identification. The nest, eggs, and 9

skin are now before me and may be tluis de-

scribed:

Nest in maple tree, fifty feet from the

ground, and ten feet from the trimk of the

i tree. Saddled on limb of fork. Cup-shaped,

and composed of plant fibres and strips of fine

bark; lined with grape-vine bark. Outside

deiJth, 1.30; outside diameter, 2.45; inside

i depth, 1.20; inside diameter, 1.70. ? shot

and skin with nest and eggs. Four eggs, fresli.

Greenish-white, spotted with russet and burnt

umber, chiefly near the larger ends: .65x51;
'

.66X..52; .64x.51; .66 x.51.-,7. P. N.]

On the 19th of Ju le I took a set ol ibur

eggs and nest of this rare Warbler. The
nest was built in an oak tree forty-five feet

I from the ground and six feet out on a

small limb, and is made of very fine twigs
and grasses and lined with grass and horse

J

hair, the outside stuccoed with lichens

held in place by spider webs. Dimen-
sions of nest, external depth il/i inches,

I

width 2^ ; internal depth 1 inch, width

1
2, 1-16. The eggs are a light cream,
spotted and blotched with various shades
ot brown and lilac over the entire egg,

:

forming a wreath at the large end ; three

'eggs measure .65X.50, and one .6ox.^o.

,1 ^^'™'^C»Xokn.'_Bept.l802"p;i37

O &0. XIV. Aug. 1889 P.U7



The Caerulean Warbler.

{Dendrmca coerulea.)

I.

The CfBi-ulean or Blue Warbler, as it is

sometimes called, is perhaps as abundant

in the White Water Valley of Southeastern

Indiana as anywhere within its range. Its

distribution is peculiar, being recorded

from the Atlantic coast westward into

Eastern Kansas, and from the Gulf of

Mexico northward into the Province of

Ontario (Hamilton) and Minnesota. It

appears in greatest numbers, and its range

extends farthest north, in the Mississippi

Yalley, and its breeding range may, prac-

tically, be said to be from the Ohio Valley

northward. The Cferulean Warblers reach

this latitude about April 20. They are

found more frequently along the river val-

leys and upon the hillsides than upon the

upland ;
they prefer the more open wood-

land, especially that in which the prevaihng

timber is sugar-maple, elm and linden.

They are not gregarious and where found

appear to be evenly distributed. They are

seldom found nearer the ground than

twenty feet, ranging from this height to

the tops of the tallest trees. They are

among the most common of our woodland

birds, equalling in numbers the Eedstart

and Golden-crowned Thrush. Their food

includes almost all the insects which fre-

quent the trunks, branches and foliage of

trees, as well as many species of day flying

insects which flit about among the tree-

tops. When high in the trees they may be

easily mistaken for Flycatchers, and when

lower down, among the larger branches,

their habits remind one of the Titmouse

and Creeper.

Upon the arrival of the Casrulean War-

blers they are in full song, the song re-

minding me somewhat of that of the

Golden-winged Warbler, {Helminthophaga

ehrysoptera.) The melody is interrupted,

or broken, and may perhaps best be repre-

sented by zee-zee-zee-zeet, with a gradual

rise in tone from the beginning to the end.

While foraging among the smaller branches

they may frequently be observed to stop

and give utterance to this strange song,

which is also nearly always uttered just

before flying from one tree to another. I

do not remember to have heard this song

while the bird was creeping among the

larger branches or upon the trunk of a

tree ; in such instances the note is similar

to that of the female and may be expressed

by tchep: the sound recalls to my mind

that made by some persons by a peculiar

smacking of the lips. The males arrive

two or tlu-ee days before the females, and

for the succeeding two weeks outnumbers

the latter by about twenty to one. Occa-

sionally birds of the previous year are

taken, in which the beautiful blue of the

male is subdued or replaced by green,

sometimes quite dark, and the white parts

are tinged with dirty yellow. In from two

to three weeks after their arrival, they begin

love making and soon after they commence

the construction of their nests. The nest

is placed in the fork of a limb at some dis

tance from the body and at from 25 to 50

feet from the ground. I have seen several

nests being built, but have never taken one.

The female does the greater part, if not all,

the work of construction, while her mOre

gifted mate sings his rattling song frtim

some neighboring maple tree. All through

the Summer, early in the morning and late

in the evening, the song of the " Blue
"

Warbler is a prominent feature in the syl-

van choir.

When the young are able to fly, the whole

family forage together and for some time

at least maintain the family group unbro-

ken. I am not prepared to say whether

more than one brood is reared in a year,

but I shall not be surprised to find that to

be, at least occasionally, the case. Early in

August these pleasant little sojourners



•LOGIST. 5

Nesting of the Cerulean Warbler.

How well do I remember finding my
first Cerulean Warblers' nest.

It came about in this manner : One
pleasant day in May, 1890, while out col-

lecting skins at Greenwood, a suburb of

St. Louis, on the Missouri Pacific Railroad,

and about one Iialf mile "from my home,

and while prying around in a small but

beautiful piece of forest through which

winds a small creek which goes by the

name of the river Des Perces, pronounced

De Pere, I spied a small bird flitting

about in a tall but slender sycamore. On
first appearance I took the tiny bird to be

a Vireo of some species, and sat down to

watch its movements for awhile before

shooting. P'inally it disappeared, and I

had just begun to be vexed at such stupid-

ity in allowing the bird to escape, when
it made its appearance again, and with, I

thought, something in its mouth ; but at

such a great height I was not sure, so I

decided to wait awhile, and was rewarded

with unmistakable signs of nest building.

As I could see nothing of the nest, I con-

cluded that the nest must be just begun,

and so I left, intending to visit the tree

again in about a week ; but it was ten

days before I again visited the locality,

and with a good glass I scanned each and

every branch but no hanging nest ; but on

a horizontal limb about sixty-five feet up
and about twelve feet from the trunk, and

where the limb forked out, I thought I

noticed an undue bulging of the limb and

j

decided to investigate ; so after consider-

able hard work in the way of shinning I

reached the suspicious limb, and way out

on the end I spied a tiny nest containing

two eggs, but no bird in sight, nor did it

show up. Not being prepared to secure

the nest, and wishing a full set, I left.

Four days later I returned with a long

clothes-line, a chalk line, large jack-knife

and some cotton, also a younger brother

to help. After another hard shin, I reached

the branch and begun operations by first

wrapping and tying one end of the clothes-

line around the limb containing the nest

and about twenty inches from the trunk;

I next passed the line over a limb just

above the one holding the nest, bringing

the line down and securing to the lower

limb
;
my next move was to fasten a line

to the fork containing the nest ; much
easier said than done, but I finally landed

a chalk line with a weight attached in the

right place, and lowering the same to the

ground my brother attached a short line,

which I was about to draw up in position

when I thought to myself. How will I tie

it away out there.' But, no sooner said

than done, I had my brother tie a good

stout stick about a foot long to the end,

and climbing higher up I hauled the rope

up and secured it to the limb above ; thus

I had the limb so it could not fall or turn

over after it was cut. I almost forgot to

say that all this rumpus proved too much
for the bird, who up to the time I threw

the chalk line over the limb a couple of

inches from her had remained on the nest.

She now left the nest, hopping all round

it and continually pecking at the chalk

line and scolding like a Wren or Vireo.
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Dendroioa pensylvaiilca .

Concord, Mass. Nest and four eggs.

1S98. This forerxoon Irx a walk from the cabin \</e fotaid two nests

Jtme 5. of the Chestnut-sided Warbler. One of the nests - the

one with the four egss- was prettily Tiiaced in a green briar

vine - a very unusual situation. It was wholly unconcealed

by the foliage for it was supported by two stems of the vine

which were bare of leaves for some distance, above and below

the nest.

June 7. Spent ^-j^^ foranoon photographing birds' nests exposing

plates on the Chestnut -sided Warbler's in the greenbriar vine

iittKiiJiii fpi^e bird was very nervous keeping her head in almost

constant motion and leaving the nest repeatedly while I was

at work.

Peterborough, New Hampshire.

1893. Common in thickets bordering woods, stone walls, road-

July 5 sides and brooks. Silent after July 20th (J\xly G*, 7x ,
si,

to

Aug. 15. 9x, 104, llx, IVx, 20.^. Two young birds, seen July 2Srd in a

mixed flock of Titmice, Kinglets and Warblers, were in full

autumnal plumage.



Birds Of Upper St. John,
Batohelder.

20. Dendrceca pennsylvanica {Linn.) Bd. Chestnut-sided War-

bler.—Common.

Bali. N.O.Os '/LAprU* 1882. P.-109

Birds of Sonthern New Bruns-wiok.

2. Dendroeca pennsylvanica. Chestnut-sided Warbler.

BuU. N. O. O, 7, Aprtl. 1882, p. 104

Ornithological Trip to St. Bruno P. Q.

May 25, 1885. B. D. Wmtle, Montreal.

Ohestnut-sidecl Warbler, scarce.

O.&O. XI. May. 1688. p. 76'

,Snmm©r Birds of Sndbnry, Out.

659.^Cliestnnt-sided Warbler. Common. _
Oi&O, XT. JB»©iia&0, p. 88

Birds of Toronto, Canada,

by James H.Fleming,
Part II, Land Birds,

Auk, XXIV, Jan., 1907, p. ^y,

251 Dendroica pensylvanica. Chestnut-sided Warbler.- Abun-

dant migrant, May 3 to 29, and August 19 to September 28; rare summer

resident; probably breeds.



Birds or Upper St, John.
Batclaelder.

3o. Dendroeca pennsylvanica {Linn.~) Bd. Chkstnut-sided War-

bler.—Common.

Bull. W. O.Os 'ZiAprU, l8Sa. P.1O0

Birds Of Southern Ne-w Bruns-wiok.

2. Dendrceca pennsylvanica. Chestnut-sided Warblkr.

BuU. N.O.O, 7,Apr|l. 1882, P.104

Ornithological Trip to St Bruno P. Q.

May 25, 1885. B. D. Wintie, Montreal.

Chestnut-sided Warbler, scarce.

O.&O. XI. May. 1688. p. 7.?'

Snniiner Birde of Sndbtiry, Ont.

~659; 'Chestnut-sided Warbler. Common. ^
Oi&Oi XY. Jtt8©.lS&0, p. 88

Birds of Toronto, Canada,

by James K.Fleming,

Part II, Land Birds,

Auk, XXIV, Jan., 1907, p.

Dendroica pensylvanica. Chestnut-sided Warbler.- Abun-

resident; probably breeds.

/^fV ^Jce^^^^T^^i-^y^ytto^c^ fl/at^^^, B. W. Denton.^

(n<.^tf^ -Tytea^ /^ie- j^^rce^eG', ,yl^<u^ -?i Mctyi^ /^^^c<Jt' yS-i/^'>^

9>>eUtjey rixytytey ern. £-ccH.c^ <^ /^u.veA^
^ ylu/^ MyU^ nyircc^ a^i-f^ oCai^j-'

y^) I.'jTIc-. Svt^ At.<Z£ty ci.'l^f/»y U^iat- ^ur^ T^i. ^^ly^-tn^c^^y'' "l^- ^
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^i^irds of D^adBiver Region, Me. F. H. O.

24. Dendmca pennsylmnica, (Cliestnut-sidcd

\ W Warbler). A gentleman in Farmington showed

me a nest and four eggs wliich were undoubtedly

of this species. They were taken at Wilton on

June 12th. 1 am positive 1 heard the song of this

species, while riding from Farmington to Strong.

O.&O. XI. Sep. 1886. p. 130

SumiiaepResidents on Sotith*esT,
Uoast of Maias. T.H, Montgomery, Jr.,

659. Chestnut-sided Warbler. The most

uncommon species of the family I met witJi.
i

Shot a fine $ at Camden, August 4tli, and saw

another at the same time which I was unable

to get.

MmdQ, I& Not. 1890. p,m2



Bds. Obs. atPranconia and Bethlehem
N.H. July- Auguab, 1374. J,A. Alien

39. Dendroica pensylvanica. Common.

Auk, V. April, 1888. p. 154

Birdn 0*«. »t Brid«e-water,N.H.
Julyl2-Sept. 4, IS83. F.H.Allen

Dendroica pennsylvanica.—Not common.

uk, YI. Jan. , UBBQ. p. 77

Blr*« Oils, at M^ultor boro.N.H.
Juljai-Autf. 11, I8«3. P.H.Allen

Dendroica pennsylvanica.—One seen.

A.uk.TI. J[«a. . 188g.p.78

A ,^ / N.H. Jn^ 23-24 1885.

Birds Obavd. near Holderness, N.H
June 4-12, '85, and4-ll, '86, W. Faxon

dam
pensylvanica. Chestnut-sidkd WARBLER.-Verj

Auk, V. April. 1888. p. 150

Bds. Obs. inPranconia, N.H-. June 11-21
'80, and June4-Aug. ],'87, W. Faxon

63. Dendroica pensylvanica. C.iestnut-sided Warbler.-Co:

Auk, V. April, 1888. p. 153

Bferds of HiHsboToOo. N.H. Jane 27 '92
Artliur M. Fanner, Amoekeaff, N. H.

Chestnut-sided Warbler, a few noted.

0.6 O Vol.17, Sept.1802 p. ISO



Braezy Point, Warren, N.H.
Breeay Point, Warren, N.H.

1894.
1895.

/c.., i^-x.r
^^-^

^ /«^<^r ^ '^^'^



-AFew NestB Collected at Cornwal] Vt 1Spnng-1889. O. H. Parkhill.

Chestnut-sided Warbler {Bendroica pemisvl

rr" -
C°»-ted June 0th. The nest^ S,jvas ,„ a low swampy place, was three feetfrom the ,rou„d, and contained tour f^h

O.&O. XIV,Oct,lS80 pl50

Sttrnmer Bds.Mt. Mansfield; Vt.
63. Dendroica pennsylvanica. Chestnut-sided Warbler. — Com-

mon in the open spots about the edges of the woods at the base of the
mountain, and for a short distance up the slo pes.

r H. Ho-welJ a, Oct., iOai, p.344.
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pWncetoiv&Xo.R.iubland.'Maas.June.lS -1886.

Birds of Bnstol County. Mass.f
. w.Andres.

Dendroica pensylvaniaa (Linn.), Chestnut-

1

sided Warbler. Summer resident, tolerably
common. Breeds.

|

O.&O. XII. Sept. 1887 p.l4i

r il/(T5s. {near Concord^.

1 pOT

(0^- n-^ n'^-l p%ji'-s.x./^-:i3K

/!/fi.ts. Cambridge)

Wlnchen^on, MaefS, Jutxe, 1888.



Birds Known to Pass Breeding Season
Br. Winchendon, Mass. Wm. Brewster

65. " pensj-lvanica.

Auk, V, Oct., 1888. p. 389

Bds. Ob«. n»ar Sheffi«<lc!, Berkshire
-Oy, Mass. June 17- 20, '88. W. Faxon

59. Dendroica pensylvanica. Chestnut-sided Warbler.—Comrr
extending up to the highest summits of the Taconic Mts.

Auk.VI. Jan.. 1889. P. 46

BdB. Obs. near Graylock Ml . Berkshire
Co. Mass. June 28* Ju:yl«. W - oe

56. Dendroica pensylvanica. Chestkut-sided WARBLKR.-Commonm the mountain valleys, and extending well up on the sidesTf th"mountains. ^ °'

Auk, VI. April, 1889. p. 103

W. Middlesex Co. Mass.

June 25-30, 1889.

~'^.!2ljL-,Jl't. j'^at^ja^c— Common and generally di .st ri but ea, but

nowhere as numerous as m the eastern part of Middlesex county. A

single male v/as observed on nt Watatic at an elevation of about

1000 feet, where it was always to be found singing m ^ thieket

of mountain maple near some easpberry bushes m which i/ta!^ its
nest.



Near Boston, Mass. Apr. 3.9.

-^ ^'/*"
^^^^

' ^^^ue' <£'.e^

^^^^ ,

Dendroica pensylvanica. Chestnut-sided Wakblek. Saw a male
at very close range on April 28, 1908, in Stoughton.

Aok 26. *£pr-lWOO,p. /j?^



ConufcOtiout, June. 1803,

' ^ -

I

y ^.w-A-^^ ^J""2ii;M9a ^^(fl.;g^u,,w2Z^

J (j>..^.„ajt
^

^wrs^*.*^
^
i^W^^ iw-v-/

f ^ /-^".^^Jz^:^



77, {j, J cry* /^^«/> ~1*kAx^ i*

/f, ... A /». T^/c*-^*^.

5. Dendroeca peansylvanica, (Linne) Baird. Chestnut-sided War-

BLBK. — A spring female of this species (No. 1437 $, May 19, 1877,

E. A. M.) seems to have passed by its spring moult, since it is still in the

autumnal plumage, except for the appearance of a few black streaks on

the back. The plumage is worn and dingy, and exhibits no trace of the

chestnut side-stripe.

3uU. N.O.O. S.April, 18'i8, p. 7^'

Birds observed in Naval Hospital
Qroaads, Brooklyn, G.H.Oouea

Qu'tr^rT^''^^^
Pennsylvanica. Chestnut-sided Wakblek. -

BuU. N.O.O. 4.Jan..i870.p.32

Birds of tb© Adirondack Region,

28. Deudroeca pennsylvanica (Linn.) Baird. Chestnut-sided War
BLER.—Common. Breeds in the deciduous undergrowth about the lake
and streams, depositing its eggs early in June.

Bull. N.O.O. g.Oot,1881.p,227

ArrivaisofMig'y Birds, Spriiig-1886,
j

Central Park.N. Y. City.A. G. Paine, Jr.
|

I
May 9, Bendroiaa pemylmnica, (6.59). Cliestnut-

I
sided Warbler.

0.& O. XL July . 1886. p. 109

Borne Of my BestFinds to Jvme 8, 1892,
A.B.Kibbe.

I
a

'

set of three Chestnut-sided Warbler.

/J
C I had to do some hard climbing and a

/P'^ ereat deal of walking to accomplish this.

^ A. E. Kibbe.

I

Mayville, N.Y. _ . .

0.& O Vol.17, Sept. 189a p.lS-t

liv^.^ IT Ls

Chestnut-sided Warbler. Tolerabl,, common.

B. A. Sterling, Brooklyn, Pa.
, ^ ,

iLuii, iiiX, July. 1902, p.290.



Bird* of WeeteTn Horth Carolina.
Wiiiiaaa Bre-Wfeier.

72. Dendroica pensylvanica. Chestnut-sided Warbler. — Gener
allj distributed between 2000 and 4000 feet, but nowhere really numerous"
Indeed, I rarelj saw more than one or two in any single day. As in
New England, they frequented wood edges and openings, especially such
as were bordered by thickets of blackberry bushes or hazels. They were
also found in rhododendrons. The song was perfectly normal.

Auk, 3, April, 1880. p. 174



Deaoriptions of Fir«t Plumage of Cer-
ta,.ii North Am, Bbe. Wm. Bre\»'st«r.

31. Dendrceca pennsylvanica.

First plumage : male. Eemiges, rectrices, etc., as in spring specimens.

Wing-bands white, scarcely edged with yellow, and the general aspect of

wing" much duller than in fall specimens. Rest of upper parts, sides of

head, jugulum, breast and sides, pale cinnamon, brightest on pileum,

lighter on throat and sides of head. Feathers of back with central spots

of dull black. Abdomen, anal region, and crissrim creamy-white. From

a specimen in my collection shot at Cambridge, Mass., July 18, 1874. It

is not a little remarkable that the wing-markings of this bird are much

more nearly like those of adults in spring than of the young in autumn.

Bull. N.0,0, 8, AprU. 1878,p. ^^V-

Cherrie, Birds, San Jose, Costa Risa.

15. Dendroica pennsylvanica.— In a series of 40 Chestnut-sided War.

biers now before me, 11 show the chestnut stripe on the sides; in 6 Of

these, however, it is only faintly indicated. One of the 40 has the yellow
crown of the adult; all have the wing-bands strongly tinged with sulphur
yellow, and almost all are bright olive green above.

The first arrival for the fall of 1890 was September 21.

A-'XK 8. July .1891, p,



Birds of Kalamazoo Oounfcy, Mich,
roQ 1 W- ^'^o^^is Oibba,

s/. IJJ.j nendrmapenmyltanm (Linn.) Baird
Chestnut-sided Warble.-.-A common species gen-
erally, tliat is during a series of years, but often
quite rare for a year or so, and again exceedingly
common. In 1875 a great many nests were found
he first eggs being fallen here in 1874. Since
1878 very few nests have been taken. The species
arrives from April 25 to May 6. I cannot sayhow late it remains with us but have found it to
bea^rare bird in the Fall. Q,|feO. X.Mar.l885.p.^f

DendroBca pennsylvanica (Z.) Bd. A small flock arrived
May 3, but none were noticed again until May 8, when several
others were seen. The number graduallv increased, and May 12
it was only exceeded by 6^./o//^a^« rui/c/l/a. May 14 it out-
numbered them all

;
from this date, however, the flocks gradually

decreased, although many remained to breed. The first ep-o- w,«
taken June 3. Bnli N.OX3.^,Apll. X883, p. 7C

// ^>

X
Dendroica pensylvanica. Chestnut-sided Warbler —An abundant

migrant in Beaver County, spring and fall. I have taken and seen imma-

ture birds in August (August iS, 1888, and August 24, 1889), which -would

seem to indicate that it breeds a little farther north. In Butler and Arm-

strong Counties, however, the case is very different ;
there, every patch

of hazel thicket has its pair of Chestnut-sided Warblers, or, if extensive,

its several pairs, the gay and sprightly male ever prominent on its out-

skirts or on some shrub in its midst, constantly uttering his short but sweetly

modulated song. Notwithstanding this clue, their nests are difficult to

find ; after many vain searches I at last succeeded in finding one (June 3,

18S9; containing four highly incubated eggs. Auk, 8, Oct. 1891. p. J/K

Jf^ ^. j&£^^ ^fi^. r^£a4^ r3e^-i^ /O^
.



u-ejieral Notes ^

"The Chestnut-sided Warbler Nesting in Missouri. — Central Illinois is

generally considered to be the southernmost limit in the Mississippi

Valley of the summer home of this Warbler, and thus far there appears to

be no record for southern Iowa. I desire to say, however, that while in

Missouri the past June (1892) I observed D. pensylvanica on two occasions

and under circumstances that point most conclusively to the probability

of its nesting in that State. On June 3, while visiting the woods skirting

the River Des Peres near St. Louis, in company with Mr. O. Widmann

of Old Orchard, Mo., a male was discovered singing in the top of a tree

on the edge of a blackberry thicket and to all appearances settled for the

season, Mr. Widmann's attention being first directed to it by the peculi-

arity of its song as a summer resident for that locality.

Later, on the 19th of the month, while riding by wagon in Reynolds

County, Mo., from Edge Hill to Middlebrook, and about halfway between

those points a male and a female were detected by me in the act of copula-

tion, the locality being a tract of country formerly cleared of its timber by

charcoal burners, but now growing up with brush. This was in a region

about ninety miles south by southwest from St. Louis. Mr. Widmann again

saw a male (probably the original bird) in the first locality herein men-

tioned on June 21, and we were informed by Mr. Philo W. Smith, Jr., of

St. Louis, that he had taken as many as six nests of the Chestnut-sided

Warbler in one day at Greenwood, a small suburb a few miles west of the

city.

In the light of our previous knowledge, the foregoing notes will serve

to extend considerably the known breeding range of this bird.— B. F.

Gault, Glen miyn, Du Page Co., Illi»oh^^
^ ^^^^ ^^ggg

ibr the Blue Warbler a few rods a«ay, and we seated ourselves about
fifteen feet from the tree, determined to see everything that happened.The nest was in a small beech, about thirty feet from the ground in acrotch made by a short, dead branch with, the trunk. It seemed'to be
a compact, typ.cal Redstart nest, though placed higher than usual -it
certainly had nothing to suggest a Chestnut-sided Warbler's nest. It was
in such plain view from where we sat that, through our glasses, we could
see the fuz. on the heads of the little ones, and see the larger of the two
scratch his bill, stroke his feathers, stand up in the nest, and stretch hiswing over the edge. When the sun lit up the leaves and the nest in their
midst we could see into the throats of the hungry babies. When the old
birds fed them, I saw the yellow patches on the tail of the Redstart asshe darted around the nest, and the while breast and yellow crown of Ihe
Chest.nit-sided Warbler. And in hunting, the Chestnut came within Ik
eet of us, so that we could see the deep chestnut of his sides and theheavy black markings of his cheeks. We watched the birds closely for anhour or more in the morning, two hours in the afternoon, and for ashort time just before dark; and each time saw the same singular
performance.

iio"''"

The birds fed the young at dangerously short intervals-we feared theywould leave the nest dyspeptics for life! And they would have beenClammed still more, if it had not been for the time it took the Redstart todiive oft the Chestnut, and the delay her attacks caused him ; for she hadno wish for his kind offices and, as Mrs. Miller remarked, like some other
philanthropists that made no diff-erenee to him! When she saw himcoming with food, before he was anywhere near the tree, she dashed athim with .spread tail and resentment in every feather. His long-sufferino-
meekness was philosophical. He flew before her, waited till she hadspent her anger and gone off or down in the bushes for an insect, whenhe s hpped up to the nest and fed his charges. It seemed as if she couldnot bear the sight of him. Again and again she drove him out of the

Was He a Philanthropist?—On the fourth of July, when in the woods
looking for the nest of a Black-lhroated Blue Warbler, my attention was
diverted by a Che.stiuit-siJcii Waibler. He came hunting over the bushes

near me, once Hying so low that 1 caught his image among the waving
reflections of the sunlit saplings in the pool at my (eet. I traced him to a

nest, and was rejoicing over the discovery when, on walking nearer, 1

was thrown into perplexity by seeing a female Redstart come to feed the

young. What could it mean .? 1 dared not believe my eyes. Perhaps,

in moving to a better position, I had lost my Chestnut's nest and come
upon a Redstart's. Or— could such strange things be.? Before I had
time to get over my bewilderment, back flew the Chestnut again, feeding

the babies as calmly as if to assure me that such things were, whether
from precedent or the premises of ornithologists they could be or could

not be.

I signalled excitedly lo Mrs. Olive Thorne Miller, who was watching



Runt Eggs.

BY KGBICRT BAGG, UTICA. NKW YOKK.

Reading the Oologioal Editor's notes on
" Runt Eggs" in the December, 1887, number
of The 0R^fITHOL0GIST and Oologist, with
much interest, I am induced, in the hope ol" in-

teresting some one I'lse, to record two runt sets

which are in my collection.

The first is a set of two eggs of the Cliesnut-

sided Warbler (Denclmcq pp^nxplm.n^fQ^^ col-

lected July 20, 1882, at Holland Patent, N.^Y.
These eggs measure .,54 x .38 and .52 x .37, while
the normal size is about .68 x ..50. '

The second set is, or rather was, a set of
three of the Canada Flycatching Warbler {My-
iodioctes canadensis), collected in Wihnurt,
N. Y., on June 80, 1886. One of these eggs was
broken, hence the " was" above. The remain-
ing two measure .54 x .45 and .50x43; the

usual size being about .68 x .51 Both these sets

are perfect miniatures of normal ones.

In reading these figures, unless very well

used to I'oraparina: such objects, the difference

in size is not appreciated, and as they are rather

too small and delicate eggs to try Mr. Hoxie's
dust-shot experiments with, I suggest that the
reader draw the outline of one of these runts
of the correct size, and then draw the normal
size beside it; or remembering from his school
days, that the volumes of two spheres are to

each other as the cubes of their diameters (as- i

suming eggs to be spheres), he will see that the 1

normal egg contains about two and a half
|

times the contents of the " runt."
|

The article on the albino eggs of the Florida i

Towhee, also reminds me that I have a beauti-

ful set of four albino eggs of the Bobolink
(DoHchonyz oryzivorus), collected near Utica,

N. Y., in June, 1872, They are a pale bluisli-

gray, with a few blackish marks and scratches

about the larger end, and look about as little

like a normal set of Bobolinks, as one can pos-
sibly Imagine.

0,&0. XIII.Apr. 1888 p. 5f.



BuU, N.O.O, 7, July, 1882, p.
/^^~

1065. Der Heckensdnger, Dendroica fensylvanica Baird, Chestnut-

sided Warbler. By H. Nehrling. Ibid., No. 6, pp. 185, 186.

aolOflSaebe Garten. XXV2





Dendroica castariea .

Breezy Point, Warren, N.H.

1894. in the afternoon I spent an hour or raore sitting on the

June 25. roclcs at the water's edge (by the river) writing. Presently

I heard a Bay-breasted V/arbler, new to o\ir list. He sang at

first like a Golden-crested Kinglet (the tze,e-te-tzee ), after-

wards exactly like a Redstart. I followed him about through

the spruces for nearly an hour getting repeatedly .within fif-

teen or twenty feet of him for he showed no fear of me what-

ever. He was very deliberate in his movements but kept hop-

ping and flitting from branch to braiioh and from tree to tree

keeTiing always in spruces and iisually near the ends of their

lower branches searching busily for food but singing steadily

the while at short intervals.

June 28. I spent the fdirenoon alone in the beautiful woods be-

tween the Moosilauke House and the river. It is a great

haunt of the smaller birds, among them two male Bay-breasts.

They were close together - at times in the. same cluster of

spruces. One sang exactly like a Redstart, the other the

typical song. I ara not sure that there was not a third male

at a little distance but one of the two jiist mentioned may

have moved his X'OSvttion and misled, me.



Dendroioa oastaiiea .

Nantucket, Llass.

1878. Shot one on Smltli's Point, flushing it from the beach

Sept. 28, grass.



Birds Of SoTithern New Brunswick.
M.ahamborlain.

3. Deudrceca castanea. Bay-breasted Warbler.

BuU. N.O.O, 7, April, 1882, p. 104

Fourth Addendum to List of Birds Ascertained to Occur within ten

miles from Point de Monts, Province of Quebec, Canada ; based chiefly

upon the notes of Napoleon A. Comeau.—(For original List and previous

Addenda see Bull. Nutt. Ornith. Club, Vol. VII, No. 4, Oct. 1882, pp. 233-

242; Vol. VIII, No. 4, Oct. 1883, p. 244; and The Auk, Vol. I, No. 3, July

18S4, p. 295; Vol. 11, No. I, Jan. 1885, p. 113-)

Mr. Comeau has recently sent me skins of the five following species :

174. Dendrceca castanea.—,? shot at Godbout the last week in May,

Axik, 2. July, 1885. p.

AUen, Summer Birds Bras d'Or Eagion;

Dendroica castanea.—One seen June 4. \

hey KZZ"

>uo /O

Auk, 8,April,189L. p. 165

Notes from Dartmouth, N.S.

The last time I had this pleasure was on
j

June 19, and now I beg to submit notes
j

for balance of the season, and trust they

may prove of interest to your readers.

June 21. To-day being a holiday, I

started for the woods about 9 a.m. It

was raining pretty hard, but I kept on and

borrowing a long ladder carried it out to

the Bay-breasted Warbler' s nest that I

had found building on the 13th. This

was up about twenty-five feet and placed

way out on the end of a very long branch

of a very big black spruce, and was im-

possible to secure without the ladder. The

? was scared off the nest on my going up,

and I was delighted to see that it held six

eggs ; so the bird has completed the nest

and laid the six eggs since the I3th, which

left nine days for her to do it in. The

eggs were fresh.

I then went and took the Bay-breasted

Warbler's nest that I found built on the

1 6th and looked at on evening of the 17th,

when it held one egg, and also looked at

on evening of the 19th, when it held three

eggs, and to-day it held five eggs. This

nest was out on end of a black spruce

limb, about fifteen feet up from the ground.

I shot the ? ;
eggs fresh. *r-«tiH-f^TTTtiig

Birds of Toronto, Canada,
by James H. Fleming,
Part II, Land Birds,

Auk, XXIV, o^an., 1907, D. ^y.

252 Dendroica castanea. Bay-breasted Warbler.— Regular spring

migrant, not very common, May 10 to 24; latest spring record May 30,

1906; one fall record, a young female, August 24, 1906.



Birds of Dead Bi-ver Region, Me. F.H.

33. DendrcBoa castanea, (Bay-breasted Warbler).
This species was observed commonly about Flag-
staff Lake, but I failed to observe it in any other
section of the counties. It was one of the species
whose nidification was observed to an advantage,
two nests being found near the shores of the lake
and not far from our camp at the inlet. One nest
was placed on the branch of a hemlock about ten
feet from the ground and was composed outwardly
of the tine twigs of the larch, a few lichens and
grass stalks, compactly lined entirely with fine

hair and a few feathers, which I find to be the
usual lining of the nests of the Warblers of this

region. It contained four eggs, bluish green in
color, two of them profusely spotted with brown,
while in the others the spots tended to form a
wreath about the larger end. Dimensions as fol-

lows: .68X.53, .68X.52, .C6x.50, .66x.51.

O.&O. XI. Sep. 1886. p. 130
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Summ»r Bird* of Pr«eid«ntial Range,
Wliite Mts. A. P. Chadbournfa

33. Dendroica castanea. Bay-breasted Warbler.—One was killed
at our camp in the Great Gulf early in July, 1886. and two broods of young
just out of the nest were found about two miles by carriage road from the

Auk, 4, April 1887. p. 106

Bds. Obs, inFranoonia, N.H. June 11-21
'86, and June 4- Aug. i ,'87. W.Fason

64. Dendroica castanea. Bay-breasted Warbler. — Common
ieep primitive woods, especially at high levels.

Auk, V. April, 1888. p. 163

Breezy Point, Warren, N.H. \

. A^. K^'^' - I

1895.



1894,

Breezy Point, Warren, N.H.
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Bua N.O.O- 7, Oct, 1882, p. -^3"^ .

1887

Birds of Bristol County, Mass.
F.W.Andros.

Dendroica castanea (Wils.), Bay-breasted I

Warbler. Migrant, rare. Two occurrences
noted. I

O.& O* XlLSept. 1887 P. 141
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Birds of the Adirondack Region.
G.B.Memam.

29. Dendroeca castanea (
Wilson) Baird. Bay-breasted Warbler.

— Rather rare. Occurs during the spring migration. Not known to

breed.

BuU. N.O.O. O^Oct. 1881. p. 227

Long Island Bird Notes N. T. Lawrence

2. Dendroeca castanea. Bay-breasted Warbler.—Secured an adult

male in a small grove of oaks at Far Rockaway, June 23, 1S70. Mr.

Eugene P. Bicknell has a record from Riverdaie, N. Y., dating July 26,

1S75. He also informs me that, from records kept of this bird for a

number of years at Riverdaie, N. Y. , in its regular migration, the latest

spring record is the end of May, and the earliest fall record the middle

of August.

ATik, 2, July, 1885. p. 272

Bird Not«8 from Long Island ,
N.T.

WilUam I^utcher.

15. Dendroica castanea. Bay-breasted Warbler. — Mr. Giraud

said of it: "The Bay-breasted Warbler is among the last of the Genus

that arrives among us in spring. During some seasons it occurs in con-

siderable numbers, but in general it is by no means plentiful. "J The

Lawrence collection contains two examples, a male and a female, from

Long Island. Mr. A. H. Helrae, who is an indefatigable and very care-

ful collector, kindly permits me to record the specimens of this species

that he has taken at Miller's Place, Suffolk Co., since he has been collect-

ing. May 29, 1882, a male; May i6, 1884, a male
;
September 12, 1888,

one, sex not given. September 14, 1888, he was sure he saw another, but

it was not secured, and on the 29th of the same month he secured one

making his second specimen for this fall. I have never met with it in

any of ray collecting trips, nor has my son, nor have I ever found a light,

house speciiTven, although I have received and examined carefully hun-

dreds of Warblers from the lights during the past few years.

AcyC, TL. -Pri'-. 1889. p. l3?^l^<^,
,

+Birdsof Long Island, p. 62.

Ank 9, July, 1892. P.307.

Other notable captures are the Bay-breasted Warbler, of which I have

isecured one and Mr. Helme four (2'VCff^^4^^. r€Z£y/2u^^

Arrivals ofMlg'y Birds, Spring-1886,
Central Park, N. Y. City. A. Q. Paine, Jr.

May 7, Dendroica oastanea, (660). Bay-breasted
Warbler.

O.&O. Xi, July. 1886. p. /OS



Auk. Xin, Jan.
, 1896, p.*^-

Dendroica castanea.— In the outskirts of the village of Flatbush, now
a part of Brooklyn, on the morning of Sept. 24, 1895, a number of

Warblers, chiefly Black-polls, was seen in a row of shade trees, not far

from the Boulevard. Among them was a BEiy-breasted Warbler, which
was secured. It is an immature male with the Inifty markings on the

sides well developed.—William C. Brai.slix, Brooklyn, N. Y.

-70



Albinism aadl Melanism in North
American Birds* Ruthven Deane.

ID. castanea, a small portion of the

forehead laeisg white, and extending over half of the upper man-
dible.

BuLLN.O.O. l,Apra.l876,p.2l
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Nesting of the Bay-breasted Warbler.

BY WILLIAM L. KELLS, ONTARIO, CANADA.

Some nine years ago I dolermined to put into

execution a design tliat I liad long conceived

—

tliat of maliing a collection of the eggs of all the

birds found to nest in this vicinity, for with other

collectors I had then no acquaintance, and but an

imperfect knowledge of how to prepare my
specimens. So after making a collection of all

the specimens found nesting around home, and

prepared them as best I could—some by a hole in

each end, and some by a hole in the small end—

I

set off one day in the early part of June for the

wild, swampy woods to the northwest of the

town. After penetrating some distance into the

first piece of wood that I entered, the first nest

that I discovered was placed about eight feet

from the ground, between some leafy twigs and
the trunk of a small birch tree. This was com-
posed outwardly of fibrous bark, especially birch

rootlets, and was neatly lined with pine hair, and
the interior was a little over two inches.in

diameter by one in depth. It contained three

fresh eggs, of a clear white, with a bluish tinge,

thickly spotted with brownish spots, especially
,

towards the large end. These, in size, were a lit-

tle larger than are those of the more common
Chestnut-sided Warbler {Dendraxa Pemwjl-

vanicd). I did not see the bird to which this nest

belonged, nor. would I then have been able to

identity it if I had. The ue.\t season, however,

I saw a little bird forming its nest on the horizon-

tal branch of a small water elm that stood on the

edge of a drain, in a piece of low woods south of

the town. Of the size and markings of this

species I took particular notice, for she exhibited

little fear, and the nest site was only about twelve

feet from the ground, and the nest when finished,

and the eggs therein deposited, were exactly like

those above described. This bird I afterwards

identified as the Bay -breasted Warbler (Bmdroica

oasianea). Some days after I first discovered this

nest I visited it and found that it contained one

egg, and in three days more I plucked the bird

oH and found that the nest contained but three

eggs, which I concluded was the full set, and so

took them. Later on in the season, in another

swampy wood, I found (in the top of a small

hemlock, about fourteen feet off the ground),

another nest of the same species, containing four

fresh eggs. Since then I have seen no nests of

this bird, save one, which, however, contained

no eggs. This, like the others, was formed on

the outside with fine pieces of birch bark, but

was placed between a small limb and the trunk

oi a small cedar, about five feet from the ground.

The general habitat of this species, according to

my observations, is low, swampy woods, where

there is an intermingling of evergreens with

black ash, birch, water-elm, and other soft woods,

and as it docs not appear to make its advent here

until the season is pretty well advanced, and the

trees are putting on their summer garb, and as

their food-seeking avocations are usually pursued

high among the tops of the underwood, where

they are well concealed from observation among

the green foliage, so that even should man enter

such places in the spring or early summer days,

their existence would scarcely be known were it

not for their pleasing song notes, which are

warbled at this period with considerable clearness

and animation. The majority of this species,

however, appear to move on further north, where

in deep, wild woods, little haunted by the human

race, they find more secure and favorable breed-

ing places, though from the causes above men-

tioned, more of them may nest in this province

than is now supposed to be the case, and, from

tlieir haunts and habits, it may be also inferred

that the smaller species of insects constitutes their

chief food. O.&O. XI. Atlg.1886. p.lZ3
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Dendroloa striata.

Breozy Point, Warren, N.H. Mt .Moosilaulce . Nest.

1894. Vifhile searching for Thrushes' nests araong the young ^oal-

June 22. sams at an elevation of atoout 3500 feet I stumbled on a nest

of the Black-poll Warbler. It was built just 37 inches above

the ground on a stout branch of a fallen and dying black

spruce. The foliage of the spruce branch although still green

afforded the nest little shelter but it v/as beautifully con-

cealed by the spreading, luxuriant shoots of a little balsain

which extended out close above it. A score or more of these

yoiing balsams, four or flvo feet tall, had shot up aromid and

through the spruce forming a dense thicket. Happening to step

on the trunk of the spruce I sav; some bird flit off among the

balsams.. Following I c^ae upon -a female Black-poll, a re-

markably fine old bird so heavily and conspicuously streaked

on the throat and sides that I took her at first for a male.

She was absurdly tame allowing me to got within three or four

feet of her and flitting about close to the ground pretending

to feed just as does the female Swamp Sparrow when started

from her nest. The pretence was so obvious that I felt sure

at once that this Warbl^jr had just left her nest but I had to

look for it very carefully before I found it. I afterwards

returned to it with Faxon and fouiid the bird sitting. Unlike

most sitting birds she kept moving her head about uneasily as

we stood within a yard or so of the nest looking at her. I



Dendroioa striata .

Breezy Point, Warren, K.H. Nest.

1894 nearly touohed her "before she would leave her'ei^gs. She then

June 22. began acting precisely as she had a^cted d\zrin{i hep ray first

(No. 2). visit, flitting about amoxig the balsams i^retending to oatch

insects. She did not once chirp nor show in ai)y v/ay that she

noticed our presence. I finally, with great reluctaiice, de-

cided to shoot her but ny cartridges were bad and the t'wo

shots that I fired only wounded her slightly.



Birds -within Ten Miles of Point
de Mcnts, Can, Comeau & Merriam

i6. Dendroeca striata. Black-poll Warbler. Rare. Mr. Comeau
shot a male, June 7, 1882.

Bua N. O. O, 7, Got, IQQ2. p, 2S4

Newfoundland Notes. A Trip up the
Humber :iver, Aug. 10 - Sept. 24,1899.

42. Dendroica striata. Black-poll Warbler. — Seen in lar;

bers on August 27.

Louis H, Porter, New York City.

Auk, XVII, Jan. , 1900, p. JZ-

Birds of N.E. coast of Labrador
byHenry B. Bigelow.

75. Dendroica striata. Black-poll Warbler.— A very abundant

and cliaracteristic bird, as far north as the limit of timber near Cape
Aillik.

Auk, XIX, Jan., 1902, p.30.

Birds of Toronto, Canada,

by James H.Pleminf;,

Part II, Land Birds,
AuK, XXIV, Jan., 1907., p.?y,

253 Dendroica striata. Black-poll Warbler.— Regula,r migrant,

not very common, May 17 to June 3, and August 27 to September 28.

Breeding of Dendroica striata at Great Slave Lake.— June 24, 1908, while

crossing the burned over area on the high roclsy center of Moose Island,

near Fort Resolution, I stepped across a small dead spruce lying on the

ground, and a small plainly colored bird darted from the mass of tall dead
grass which surrounded the trunk of the fallen tree. The bird disappeared

in the underbrush at once without uttering a sound. Concealing myself,

I waited about twenty minutes and the bird stealthily approached the

nest hopping from bush to bush, occasionally uttering a sharp, nervous
tsi'p lilie the alarm note of the Junco. The bird proved to be a female
Black-poll Warbler. The nest was placed directly on the ground in the

middle of a clump of tall grasses, immediately underneath a small, fallen

spruce, the trunk of which was lying about ten inches above the ground.

The nest was composed of dead grasses, mixed with cottony substances

and a little moss, lined with finer grasses, and a few feathers including

one tail feather of a Fox Sparrow. The four eggs were advanced in incu-

bation; whitish colored, spotted with light brown tending to form a wreath
around the larger end, the wreath more distinct in some specimens than
others.— R. M. Anderson, Amer. Mus. Nat. Hist., New York City.

Aok 36. Jau-I90«,i^ f0 .



Birds of Dead River Bagion, J£e. F. H. O.

26. Dendrcmi striata, (Black-poll Warbler).

Observed commonly during the migration the

second week in June.

O.&O. XI. Sep. 1886. p, 130
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Bds. Obs. iuFranconia, N.H. June 11-21
'86. and June4-Aug. I, '87. "W.Faxoa

65. Dendroica striata.

conia Notch up to tree li

of the town.

K-POLL Warbler. — Co
1 Mt. Lafajette. Rare in the lower pa:

Auk, V. April, 1888. p. 168

Bununer Birds of Prssidential Range,
White Mta. A.P.01iadbourn«>

33. Dendroica striata. Black-poll Warbler.—Common about our

camp in the Great Gulf (altitude, 3140 feet), but did not occur far below it.

From the altitude of our camp as far as the shrubs extended it outnumbered

the common Junco. It was very abundant through tlie shrubs and low

matted spruces above the timber limit, but owing to lack of proper shelter

did not extend higher. I saw a single specimen, at an altitude of 4S00

feet, in some stunted birches {Betula papyracea minor) and dwarf willows

{Salix cutleri).

Young birds were heard on July 10 apparently just out of the nest, but

some young killed on July 26 had already begun to change into fall plu-

mage. The males were in full song on July 26, but on August 11 both old

and young birds had disappeared.

Aak, 4. April 1887, p.iOG

Btrds of HillBboToOo. N.H. Joae 27, '92

Arthur M« Fanner, Amoskeaflr,N.H»

j

Black-poll Warbler, I thotight I caught a

glimpse of a male through the brush but i

;

could not get a shot.

0.*0 Vol.17, Sept. 1802 p.iae
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Bds. Obs. inFranconia, N.H. June 11-21
'86, aad JuBe4-Aug. 1/87, "W.Pai^ou

65. Dendroica striata. Black-poll Warbler. — Common in Fran-

conia Notcli up to tree limit on Mt. Latajette. Rare in tlie lower par t

of the town.

Auk. V. April, 1888. p. 153

Bammer Birds of PresidentialRange,
Whit© MtB. A. P. Ohadbourne

53. Dendroica striata. Black-poll Warbler.—Common about our

np in the Great Gulf (altitude, 3140 feet), but did not occur far below it.

om the altitude of our camp as far as the shrubs extended it outnumbered

common Junco. It was very abundant through the shrubs and low

latted spruces above the timber limit, but owing to lack of proper shelter

did not extend higher. I gle specii , at .Ititude of 480

•) and dwarf willow
feet, in some stunted birches {Belula pa-pyraa.

{Salix cutleri).

Young birds were heard on July 10 apparently just out of the nest, but

some young killed on July 26 had already begun to change into fall plu-

mage. The males were in full song on July 26, but on August 1 1 both old

and young birds had disappeared.

Aak. 4. April 1887. p. 106

BtrdB of HillBboioOo. N.H. June 27, '93

Arthur M.F&nner, Amoskeag.N.H,

Black-poll Warbler, I thought I caught a

glimpse of a male through the brush but

;

could not get a shot.

0»*0 Vol.17, Sept. 1892 p. 13a



1894.

Breezy Point, Warren, N.H. Broeay Point, Warren, N.H.

1895.

5" xJ^-X 3<rs^ 0,

, _ JL^ ;t 7 .
^ r P^-ofile House N. H. July 27-Aug. 7.

Profile HousejNJI. Aug. 1-12-1867.



Snnuner Bds.Mt. Mansfield, Vt.,

64. Dendroica striata. Black-poll Warbler. — Numerous in the

region of stunted, trees on tlie upper slopes, thougli none were seen on

the extreme summit. They sang usually on the tops of the spruces, and

from these breezy heights, the song sounded even weaker than when we

hear it from passing migrants in the low country.

by Arthur H. Howell. Auk, XVIII, Oct., 1901, p.344.
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Mass. {near Camhridge)

.

1887

i

j

/ryr

Ma_ss,_(»ear Ccicord).] fifj^

1887 ^

Birds of Bristol County, Mass.
P. W.Androe.

Dendroioa striata (Forst.), Black-poll War-

1

bier. Migrant, tolorably common.

O.&O. XII. Sept. 1887 pa41

Auk, XliU, Ocv., iQoii, p . 4^ 2-^? •

ir
*

Blackpoll Warbler Lingering in Mass.- 1 ha-d thought that the

[thTr h
^"""^ ^ known had come

\ when I heard smgmg, and subsequently saw at close ranse . Rln I !
Warbler m Cambridge Common on June 25 of ^^.^J^f,

! later than any record in Brewster's ' Birds n( th. r I f
^^^'^

However on July 7 I observed on^si^ 1 S^^.
]

Mass., ar.d subsequently recorded him regularly.lhoujh witl\l™ ngfrequency durmg August, as he sang less and less -ind , .T ,i

undiscoverable when not singing, i« spite of the faci-fhal he'a, peamUokeep to an area of not over twenty acres in the.center k the pomt ThouA
I watched his movements closely for considera^Wiods I could never
discover that he approached any nest, had V mMe or young, nor did asearch of the small cedars, pitch pines, and bushes of the area reveal them
I must conclude therefore that he was a stray, probably straggling north
very late indeed and possibly stopped by the ocean lymg immediately
north for some twenty miles. I heard apd saw him for the last time on iAugust 27, though he may well have remained there until the fall migra- Ition.— Arthur C. Comey, Camhridge, Mass.

' '
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Bird Notes from Loog Island, N.Y.
William Dutoher.

23. Dendroica striata. Black-poll Warbler.—Of the five hundred
and ninetj-five birds which were killed by striking Fire Island Light,

September 23, 1887, no less than three hundred and fifty-six of them were
of this species. Among them I found a very beautiful partial albino.

AXLk, V, April, 1888. p,182

Birds from Port Ohnrohill. Hudson's ^^•VU.Ooi,
Bay, W.Eagla Oiark. 18©0,p. 322

Dendroica striata. — a, an adult raale
; 6, a youn^bird in first plumage. -

|

The season has been very late, the majority of the May migrants notappearing until the i6th, when there was a large flight. They continued
,to come to the very last of the n.onth ; a large flight occurred on the 26th,

Auk 9, Juiy, 1892. p.307.

Birds of the Adirondack Region.
C.H.Merriam

178. Dendrceca striata (Forst.) Baird. Black-poll Warbler -

In the collection of the late A. Jenings Dayan (of Lyons Fa Is, J.. Y.) :s

a female of this species that he killed in the town of Lyonsdale in Lewis

Co., May 23, 1877-

BuU.N. 0.0, /, April, 1882. 0. Z^?*^

Arrivals ofMig'yBirds, Spring-1886,
Central Park, N. Y. City.A. G. Paine, Jr.

May 16, Dendroica striata, (OGl). Black-poll

Warbler.

O.& O. XI. Aug.ie36.p. l25

Black-poU Warbler. Not common.

B. A. Sterling, Brooklyn, P..^^^^
.



a Black-poll Warbler {Dend.ceca striata) in which the entirepluma^
IS suffused with white. ^ ^

Ban N, 0.0, 8,Apil 1883, p. ^ .

An Albino Blackpoll Warbler.-A male specimen of Bendro/ca striata
taken by the writer at Upper Chichester, Delaware Co., Penn., May 12,
iSSS, during migration, displays such a remarkable variation of plumage'
as to merit special mention.
The entire crown, with the exception of three or four small black feath-

ers over the eyes, is pure white, the edges of the feathers tipped with cream
color which is more decided fringing the neck. The upper tail-coverts
and rmnp are pure white, extending high up on the back and passing
irregularly through the interscapulars and joining the white on back of
neck and crown

;
rather silky across the rump. The interscapulars form

an irregular bar across the shoulders. The scapulars and tertiaries are
sparsely spotted with white, most prominent on the right side. The sides
of breast are streaked as usual, although of a rustv color, rather obsolete
as they approach the chin which is pure white. The throat and breast are
ochroleucous. Otherwise the plumage is natural. The upper and lower
mandibles, legs and feet, are deep yellow. The white feathers are im-
maculate from the quills out, none being edged or spotted with the natu-
ral colors.—J. Harris Reed, /ftdley Park, Penn.

Auk, V. Oct.. 1888. P. ^JJl



Dendroica striata. Black-poll Warbler. — A common migrant in

both spring and fall on the Gulf coast in the vicinity of Tarpon Springs

and at other points where investigations have been carried on. At Tar-

pon Springs they arrive in spring about the last week in April and remain

till about May 12-15.

Ctulf Coast In this connection it is of interest to record a great mortality among the

representatives of this species, during the spring migration of 1888. It is

of Florida, so rare that one finds any birds dying or dead from other than accidental

causes, generally connected in some way with innovations caused by

the settlement of a country, as telegraph wires, light-houses, and the like,

that it seems worth while to give the following details of the epidemic.

It was apparently confined, so far as I am aware, to representatives of this

species alone, and only to those individuals which visited the Anclote

Keys and Hog Island. These Keys are four in number, and are four

miles from the main land, in the Gulf, and extend in a north and south

line for about twenty-five miles. I found in late April and early May
many Z>. striata dead, and others apparently ill unto death on these

islands, and though there was an infinite variety of other bird-life repre-

sented at the same points, yet no other species seemed to be suffering or

was found dead. Of Dendroica striata I picked up dead on April 29,

1888, in a short walk on South Anclote Key, upwards of twenty-five.

In the fall the birds pass late in September and during October in

numbers.

;
Mr. Atkins considers the birds iis rare spring migrants at Punta Rassa,

but common in the fall, and at Key West they are very common on both

migrations. Florida. Scott. Auk, Vll. Jan. 1890.p. - *<»

* 9. Dendrceca striata (Forst.).

Ball, N, 0.0. 5,July,1880, P.iea



Notes on some Birds and Eggs from the Magdalen Islands,

Gulf of St. Lawrence. — The following notes, made by Mr. M. A.

Frazar during a collecting trip to the Magdalen Islands in June and July,

1882, seem of sufficient importance to merit publication, although many of

them are not absolutely new. Some of the points which they cover, how-

ever, have been previously involved in more or less obscurity, while the

others will be none the worse for fresh data. The specimens described,

and most of those mentioned, are now in the writer's collection, and the

descriptions are on his authority.

I. Dendroeca striata. Black-poll Warbler.—A set of three fresh

eggs, identified by the capture of the female parent, wasj^en^june 33.

The nest was built in a low, thick spruce which stood on the edge of a

swamp, near a brook. It was pljiced on a horizontal branch at a height

of about three feet, and was well concealed by the clusters of densely-

imbricated needles above. Externally it measures 5 inches wide by 2.50

inches deep; internally 1.80 by 1.50 inches. The walls in places are 1.50

inches in thickness. The main body of the structure is composed of

Usnea moss, weed-stalks, and dry grasses, closely matted and protected

outwardly by coarser stalks and a few dead spruce twigs. The lining is

of slender, black moss-stems (which curiously resemble horse-hair),

cows'-hair, and a few feathers. The whole affair is remarkably solid and

bulky for a Warbler's nest.

Tlie eggs are white, with brown specks scattered over the general surface

of the shell and numerous spots and blotches of reddish-brown and laven-

der about the larger end. They measure respectively .75 X .56, .76 X .56,

and .75 X .57-
•

BuaN.O.O. 7iOot, 1882. p. ^^'^ Xi)'^ •

Birds of Magdalen lalandB-

Dr. L.B. Bishop.

52. Dendroica striata.—Blackpoll Warbler.—One of the most

abundant birds, breeding everywhere. This bird and D. coronata choose

the same localities for their nests—dense spruce thickets, but while D.

striata generally nests close to the trunk, D. coronata places its more

spacious home out on a horizontal branch. Fresh eggs were taken as

late as July 12.

Auk, VI. Aprii. IfiSf. p. 149

Notes on Some Birds of Grand

Manan.

BY C. H. ANDROS.

Black Poll Warbler (Dendraica striata).

Both Hay and Sheep Islands seem to be favoi-ed

breeding grounds of this species ; no less than

five nests being brought to light in an hour's

search over the former. We did not confine

our attention exclusively to the smaller breed-

ers or undoubtedly many more sets would have

rewarded a more thorough investigation. Sev-

eral cats that had an apparently unrestrained

life during the warm season have diminished

the bird life to no little extent. On Nantucket,

Long, and the Duck islands, these felines are no

longer tolerated, having been expelled a few
years ago, at the suggestion of Mr. Cheney
who could not fail to see that their depredations,

especially among the Warblers, would if allow-

ed, impair the increase of their numbers in a

few seasons. Those species whose home most
frequently comes in "Tabby's" path are the

Yellow-rump, Black-poll, Black and Yellow
Warblers and Swalnson's Thrush.

The nidifioation of D. striata differs from that

of D. maculosa, the nest being more bulky and

the greater variety of material entering into its

composition makes it easily distinguishable

from the simple mould of hair and grass fibre

of the Black and Yellow. The eggs too are a

. trifle larger, resembling those of the Black and

White Warbler, to my mind. The song is

" weak and unmusical," in addition to which is

frequently heard the squeaky note more often

noticed, perhaps, during migration, which a

particular friend of mine likens to a mouse in a

trap in distress.

The typical nests are generally built in the

intersection of limb and trunk of a low hem-
lock, and we found the complement to be Ave

eggs. The Gulls nest very abundantly in the

neighborhood of their haunts often encroach-

ing on them, and one nest was placed but a few

yards from where an Olive-back Thrush was
seated upon her full set.



42 ORNITHOLOGIST [Vol. 15-No. 3

A Series of Eggs of the Black-poll

Warbler.

ho eo'fts of the Black-poll Warbler (Den-

di'oiiM utriata) present as much variation in

,
shape and coloration as those of any of

the Warblers. They vary in shape from ovate

to elongate ovate, while the ground color runs

from white to creamy and pinkish-white, with

rare phase which shows a light greenish-

liite. The series now before me, consisting

of seventeen sots, and described below, shows

in detail tbe curious typos of their markings

and coloration.

The nest is a beautiful structure. Those

that I have (over fifteen in number) show but

little variation in their construction, except

that some are muoli more copiously lined with

feathei-s tlian others. Perhaps the similarity

of these nests is due to the fact that they all

came from one locality, and that the birds

naturally used the same materials.

A typical nest (so far as can be selected

from those before me) may be described as

follows: Outside depth, 1.75; inside depth,

1.10; outside diameter, H.75; inside diameter,

2.00. Composed of grasses, roots, a little

lichen, and a few small twigs of spruce fir.

Lined with fine grass, and over this is placed

a thick lining of soft white feathers, apparently

belonging to the domestic goose. The roots

and grasses are mostly dark, and the contrast

of the pure white feathers with the remainder

of the nest presents a beautiful effect. When
seen with the eggs in the nests nothing prettier

can be imagined.

They were all found in spruce trees. One of

them was only a foot from the ground ; another

was eighteen inches; a third was two feet up;

a fourth three and a half feet; two more were

eacli four feet high; five were five feet up;

two others were seven feet from the ground;

another was eight feet; and still another was

ten feet high.

Set I. June 12, 1877. Grand Manan, N.B.

Five eggs. Grayish-white, speckled and

spotted, almost exclusively at the larger ends,

with olive-gray and bistre. The markings

form indistinct wreaths: .7:-ix.55; .70x..5.5;

.7:3x.5.5; .71 x..).5; .68x..54.

Set 11. June 12, 1885. Grand Manan, N.B.

Five eggs, fresh. White, specified and spotted

with burnt umber and olive-gray. The mark-

ings are much heavier near the larger ends:

.68X.50; .OOx.52; .()i)x.-")l; .08x.51; .()Sx.49.

Set 111. .Tune 1'.), 1888. Grand Manan, N.B.

Five eggs, incubation commeuced. Bluish-

white, heavily spotted, almost entirely at the

larger ends, witli olive-gray and burnt umber:

.74x.5:i; .74x..5:3; .72 x..5:3; .7;!x.52; .74 x..54.

Set IV. June 19, 1888. Grand Manan, N.B.

Three eggs, incubation commenced. Bluish-

white, spotted and speckled, chiefly at the

larger ends, in the form of indistinct wreaths,

with olive-gray, bistre and burnt umber:

.73X.54; .74x.54; .73x.53.

Set V. June 13, 1885. Grand Manan, N.B.

Five eggs, fresh. Light creamy white, heavily

speckled and spotted with russet, burnt umber,

and olive-gray. The markings are over all the

surface, but are heavier at the larger ends:

.71X.53; .70X..53; .71x.54; .69x.52; .68x.52.

Set Vl. June 18, 1887. Grand Manan, N.B.

Four eggs, fresh. White, heavily spotted

chiefly near the lai-ger ends, with olive-gray

and burnt umber: .73x..53; .73x.51; .79x.52;

.71 X.51.

Set Vll. June 18, 1887. Grand Manan,

N.B. Four eggs, incubation commenced.

Three of them have a pinkish-white ground

color, but the fourth is white. All of them

are spotted and speckled with russet, more

heavily near the lai-ger ends. Tliere are also

a few spots of lilac-gray: .76x.53; .75x.53;

.77X..53; .70x.54.

Set Vlll. June 20, 1888. Grand Manan, N.B.

Four eggs, fresh. White, heavily blotched

and spotted with drab. There are also a few

spots of bistre and olive-gray. The markings

are heavier near the larger ends, but the surface

of the eggs is more evenly covered with mark-

ings than in any other set in the series : .09 x .47

;

.70X.4S; .09X.49; .69x.48.

Set IX. June 18, 1889. Grand Manan, N.B.

Five eggs, incubation begun. Pinkish-white,

heavily spotted, chiefly at the larger ends, witli

bay, hazel and drab-gray: .75x.54; .74x.54;

.71X.54; .73X.54; .73 x..54.

SetX. June 19, 1888. Grand Manan, N.B.

Five eggs, incubation advanced. Grayish-

white, sj)otted and blotched with russet and

olive-gray. There are also a few spots of

bistre on one of the eggs, and the markings

are heavier near the larger ends: .75x.53;

.77X.54; .75x..55; .75x..55: .75x..54.

Set XI. June 18, 1887. Grand Manan, N.B.

Five eggs, incubation commenced. White,

spotted and blotched with russet and burnt

umber, and a few specks of olive-gray. Al-

thougli the raxrkiugs are well scattered over

all the surface of the eggs, they are heaviest

at the larger ends: .79x..50; .78x.53; .7t)X..53;

.78X..53; .79x.54.

Sot XII. June 20, 1887. Grand Manan,

N.B. Five eggs, incubation comraence<l.

Grayish-white, speckled, spotted and blotched

with raw umber, russet, and a few specks of

olivo-gray. The blotches are nearly all at the

larger ends, but the other markings are scat-

tered all over the surface: .09x.51; .70x.51;

.71 X.53; .71 x..5;3; .fi8x.51.

Set XIII. June 21, 1889. Grand Manan,

N.B. Four eggs, incubation commenced.

White, speckled and spotted with russet and

burnt umber, nearly all at the larger ends,

and with a few markings of olivo-gray:

.69X.53; .70x.54; .09x..54; .71x..54.

Set XIV. June 13, 1887. Grand Manan,

N.B. Five eggs, incubation commoneed.

Grayish-white, heavily blotched, chiefly at the

larger ends, with drab and burnt umber.

There are also a few specks of olive-gray:

.73X..54; .74x..54; .75x..54; .75x..54; .75X..54.

Set XV. June 21, 1888. Gi'and Manan,

N.B. Four eggs, fresh. Greenish-white;

three of the eggs are profusely speckled with

mouse-gray. At the larger ends the specks

(there are no spots) become confluent. The

fourth egg is speckled all over (more thickly

at the larger end) with tawny-olive: .74x.54;

.70X.54; .70X.52; .7lx.54.

Set XVI. June 11, 1885. Grand Manan,

Mar. 1890.] AND OC

N.B. Five eggs, fresh. Greenish-white,

spotted and speckled, more heavily at the

larger ends, with burnt umber and drab

.71X.52; .68X.49; .70x.51; .71x.51; ,65x.48.

Set XVII. June 17, 1885. Grand Manai

N.B. Four eggs, fresh. Greenish-white,

speckled with mouse-gray. Near the lai

ends the markings, are much heavier, where

tliey form indistinct wreaths: .68 x .54; .08 x.o4:

.(i9x.54; .70X.54. ./. P- N.

1969. My Hunt for the Blackfoll Warbler. By F. H. Carpenter.

/i^vf., pp. 38-40. Ora. zoologist's Bexal-anntial, Vol.1, y*-^-
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Ooncord, lua;-

l!ray,/0. lag

* ^^^^ ^dy^JuCv-,'7 *

Blackburnian Warbler.

Lexington, Mass.

In the saine woods a Blackburnian Walfbler has spent the summer

in full sons. I fancy his nest to be in one of the tall and in>^

aoceslble white pines in which he comnonly sings.

Walter Faxon (letter JiUy I, I89I ).



Sendrolca blaokburniae

.

Peterborough, Kew Harapsliiro.

1898. It would be indeed strange if this species is not at

July 5 least oomnion here but the only individual noted was an adult
to

Aug. 15. male seen by W.Deane, July 19, in pasture spruces on Ben Ivlere

farm.

Concord, Llass.

1899. A male heard singing on Davis's Hill June 3rd and another

June. at Fnite Pond on the Sth, both in white pine woods. These

Warblers appear to be slov^ly out steadily increasing and

spreading over the region about Concord duriiig the breeding

season.

Dendroica blacKburniae .

Breezy Point, Warren N.H. Peculiar song.

1894. W.Faxon and I spent the entire forenoon in the beautiful

J^me 27. woods between the Lloosilauke House and the river. A Blaclc-

burnian Warbler puzzled us at first by his peculiar song:

w itGhee-w i tchee-witchee-w i tchee all the notes on the saine key

without the usual high ending, tlie tone squeaKy aiid emphatic.



Qezxeral Notes.

Noted on Cape Breton Summer Birds.
Francis H.Allen.

Dendroica blackburniae. One near Indian Brook.

Auk XII. Jan. 1896 p. 00

Birds -within Ten Miles of Point
de Ivlonts, Can, Comean & Merriain

15. Dendroeca blackburuae. Blackburn's Warbler.—Rather rare.

Shot June 9, 1S83.

Bull. N. 0.0, '7. Oct, 1882. p, 234r

Birds of Sonthern Ne-w Bruns-wic -

H. Ohamb M-Ulu.

4. DendrcBca blackburnae. Blackburn's Warbler.—These three

species are but rarely found here. In my note-book is a record of one of

each taken during the summer of 1881. and I can learn of none others

having been seen or heard.

BuU. N.O.O, 7, April, 1882, p. 104

Birds Of Upper St. John.
Batobeld&r.

21. Dendrcecablackburnae ^a-. Blackburnian Warbler
-This bird was seldom seen while we were at Fort Fairfield, and was not
met with at Grand Falls.

BnU. N.O.O, Y.Aprll, 1882, p.loe

H. Austen took a Blj£kjmrnia„ WaN.S., in May. •^'Igr at Halifax,

0,&0. XIV. JuQ«. 1880 p. 95

gL.^—^ G*^ct^ A- (^AtM Jyuu^ /^^c^^

58. Dendroica blackburnise. Blackburnian Warbler.— Several '

j

met with. Observed feeding young, July 7.

Birds of Toronto, Canada,
by Jaines H.Fleming,
Part II, Land Birds,

Auk, XXIV, Jan., 1907, p.?/^.
254. Dendroica blackburniae. Blackburnian Warbler.— Regular

migrant, common May 3 to 28, and August 4 to 24; latest fall record

September 23, 1906. This was a rare warbler twenty years ago.



Dendrceca UacJcburnice is another Warbler, supposed to have a
more northern regtdar distribution during the breeding-season,
which nests every year in this vicinity. It is far from common'
however; and I regret to ad^I that the rapid destruction of the
forests about the city is tending rapidly to the local extermination
of the bird. In fact, in Deering, where I first made its acquaint-
ance, It IS now hardly to be found except during the migrations
young leave the nest about July 10.

BmaW.O.O. 4, April. 1870, p. /Ot>'/ff7



/I

^t,c..^fl^.j:iJLM». ^iL*--<i<..<^vwc**-^oCL <i^^v^*^coow;ri'rofile House, N.H.Aug. 1865,

f (\
" Profileliouse.N.H. Aug. 1-12-1867. '

^

^-C:-^^-^^a^<Cl
^ ^Zc^.^ Profile House N.H. July 27-AU&. 7. 1886

BunuBi^r Birds of Frasidential Range.
White Mte. A.P.01iadboviriife I

34. Dendroica blackburnias. Blackburnian Warbler.—Occurs at
the base of the mountain; one was heard on July 11, above the second
mile post of the carriage road, and another seen at ^Soo feet altitude on
July S, iS86.

ATlk. 4, April 1887. p.loe

Birds Obsvd. - ear Holderness, N.H
June 4-12, '85, and 4-11, '86,W.Fason

52. Dendroica blackburnis. Blackburnian Warbler.—Rar,

Auk, V. April, 1888. p. 150

Bds. Obs. inFranconia, N.H. .Tune 11-21
'86, and June4-Aug. 1,'87, W. Faxon

Dendroica blackburniae. Blackburnian Warbler.-Co:

Aok, V. April, 1888. p. 163
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? 'mmer Bds^t, Mansfield, Vt,
65. Dendroica blackburnise. Blackburnian Warbler. — Fairly

common, ranging apparently with the hemlocks (for which they show a

decided preference) from the base to about 2500 feet.

by Arthur H.HoweU. Auk., XVIII, Oct,, 1001, 0.8*4.
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By some oversight, which I can neither explain nor excuse, Dendrceca black-

hirnice is omitted in my catalogue. It should have been given as breeding at
least as far south as Massachusetts. The latest instance was noticed by Mr.
Geo. 0. "Welch of Lynn last summer.

mi

Birds of Bristol County
, Mass.

P. W.Androe.

Dendroica blackburnim (Gniel.), Blackburnian I

Wtirbler. Migrant, rare.
[

O.&O. XII. Sept. 1887 p. 141

M:ass. (near Cambridi

1887



nd^ Oba. near »h»ffiel<?. Berkshire

Oy. Ma«s. June 17-2«, '88. W.Faxon

60. Dendroica tilackburni^. Blackburnian WARBLER.-But one

specimen observed, a male in full song, in a grove of wlrite pmes in Shef-

field, June 20.

Auk,VI. JjUi.. 1889. p. 40

Wmcnonacno, iVig.S8. jun«, ioo«'

J'r' Win^i?^^^°^?,^^ Breeding Season
nr. vV^inohendon, MasB, Wm. Brewster

;

66T " blackburniae.

Auk, V, Oct., 1888. p. 389

Bds. ObB. near Graylock Mt. Berkshire
Co. Mass. June 28- July 16. W, Faxon

j

i

57-
Dendroica blackburniae. Blackburnian Warbler —Comraor on

the Saddle-Back range from the Notch nearly, to the summit of Graylock.
\ jOn the Grajlock carnage road D. blackburnicE and D viren', are the 1

commonest of the Warblers. " 1

Ank, VI. April, 1880. p.l03

General Notes.

Summer Birds of Central Berfcahir*oountry. Mass. °~fm"ia n.Alloii.

Stockbridge; not rare in spruce woods from Becket northward.

Auk XII. Jan. 18G6 p. 89

/



740. Notesfrom Greenfield, Mass. Bj S. W. Comstock.- Nesting of
Dendrxca blackburtiim and Sitta carolinensh, etc. O, & O. Vol, VIIJ "70

Dendroica blackburniae. — The peculiar beliai

ground-nesting species, of a female Blackbur
with three young and an infertile egg I found
Lynnfield, a small town near Boston, may be a

iour, akin to that of many
lian Warbler whose nest

in June 2i of this year in

-thy of note. The nest
was at the end of a long branch of a hemlock, being i8 feet out from the
trunk and 30 feet from the ground. Before any attempt was made to
crawl out on the branch, the female, alarmed doubtless by a slight move-
ment of the limb, suddenly tumbled out of the nest and fell, in fluttering,
fledgling style, straight down through the foliage to the ground, recov-
ering herself at the last moment before touching the earth and flying up
into the underbrush. The helpless way in which she fell led me to
believe for a moment that a full-grown young bird had dropped out of the
nest. Even when there were young in a nest, I never before noticed
such behaviour on the part of a tree warbler nesting at such a height.
Dendroica blackburnim is a rare but regular breeder in the town of Lynn-

iield. It also probably breeds in the adjoining well-wooded towns of Mid-
dleton and North Reading, as I have observed the species in summer
in both places.

. .3^?,

The Lynnfield JJlackburnian's nesi al)0vc refen-ed to agrees with a nest
of the same species taken in Winchendon, Mass., bv Mr. Brewster in re-

sembling "rather closely the nest of the Chipping Sparrow" (Auk, Oct.,

1888, p. 392). It is composed of fine hemlock twigs and lined with a few
pine needles. It was set firmly in among twigs and was beautifully con-
cealed from view above by a long, full-leaved, horizontal spray, which,
arching over within two inches of the structure, made a miniature A-tent
for the sitting bird.
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Dendroica blackburnia^ .

rnale in Sharon on Ma/si, ^907~! J^^^- _
an elegant

•
oiDNEY

. Blake, Stoughton, Mass.

Auk, 26, A.pr-J»«e,p, /^^



The Blackburnian and Bay-breasted Warblers at Martha's Vine-

yard, Mass.— These warblers are quite rare in eastern Massachusetts,

therefore it may be weU to record the following observations
: ^

Chapman notes in his ' Handbook of Birds of Eastern North America

Blackburnian Warbler, " Cambridge, T. V., uncommon." Bay-breasted:

Cambridge, rather rare T. V." -
-

Howe and Allen in their 'Birds of Massachusetts' say: Blackburnian

Warbler: "Martha's Vineyard: 'Transient. Rare.'" Bay-breasted:

" Martha's Vineyard: ' Transient.'
"

When at my summer place at Oak Bluffs, M. V., which is located in an

oak grove, I am usually alert for birds, it being a favorable place for ob-

servation. About 10 A. M., May 21, 1905, a most dehghtful morning, I

heard a warbler's song with which I was unfamihar. Upon investigating

I discovered a pair of Blackburnian Warblers ( Dendroica Jusca) in the

lower branches of an oak, 15 feet from cottage. They were beautiful,

graceful birds; flitting from branch to branch, catching insects, singing now

and then; spreading their tails, showing their white webs and their black

and white and orange parts showing to perfection. I had a near view of

the handsome male and his shghtly plainer mate, both being in then-

faultless nuptial dress. I had waited years for this sight and enjoyed it

thoroughly.

September 12, 1914, while exploring the pine barrens near East Chop,

Martha's Vineyard, where the Grasshopper Sparrow and the Heath Hen

sometimes occur, I encountered a flock of probably 126 migrating sparrows

and warblers. I examined several of the latter which proved to be Black-

polls, and then a warbler attracted my attention which had an unusually

deep yellow breast. I at first thought it one of the comparatively highly

colored, fall Pine Warblers. I quickly lost sight of this bird and searched

for another, which I soon found, and by its chestnut flanks and white tail

patches I recognized the Bay-breasted Warbler {Dendroica caslanea).

There were surely two in the mixed flock and doubtless more.— Charles

L. Phillips, Taunlmi, Mass.

Warbler Notes from Rhinebeck, N. Y.— One of the most remarkable

features of the past spring migration has been the abundance of the rarer

warblers. My notes are based on daily observations made over an area

of about two hundred and fifty acres of mixed woodland, lawns and marshy

ground. The species of warblers to which I wish to make especial refer-

ence are the Blackburnian, Cape May, Tennessee, Bay-breasted and Wil-

son's Warblers.

Contrary to the u-sual dates, the Blackburnian Warbler has arrived in

the past three years on April 29, May 5 and May 1, respectively. This

year the height of its migration was reached on May 19, when eight were

observed. It was last seen on the 29th. The Cape May Warbler also has

been coming ahead of schedule time, on May 4, 8 and 2. In 1916 it was

pretty steadily present until the 27th and five were observed on three occa-

sions.

But the most remarkable increase has been shown by the Tennessee

Warbler. Up to 1915 I had only one spring and one autumn record of the

species. In 1915 it was observed several times from May 6 to 20, three

being recorded on the 19th. In 1916 it did not arrive until the 10th, but

immediately became the most conspicuous and constant songster of the

entire family, as many as half a dozen answering each other from adjacent

tree-tops. The climax of its migration was reached on May 22, when

sixteen were recorded and it remained common until the 29th. One

straggler was observed on June 2.

I usually see not more than five or six Bay-breasted Warblers in a season,

but this year they were constantly present from May 11 until the 29th,

twelve being recorded on the 19th. Wilson's Warbler also arrived on the

11th and stayed till the 29th, singing freely and as many as four being seen

on two different days.

One other unusual occurrence was a visit from a Blue-winged Warbler

in full song on May 19, as Dutchess County is beyond the normal range of

this species. The 19th of May marked the turning point of the warbler

migration and twenty-three species were noted on that day.— Maunsell

S. Crosby, Rhinebeck, N. Y.

XXX III, O^X7, / f/'d. /^,^3P- 4^3 ?r



Birds of tliQ Adirondack Resion.
C.H,Merria«Q.

30. Dendroeca blackbu

BLER.—Common surame^r n

ii£E {Gmelin) Baird. Blackburnian Wa
ident. Breeds in tall pines.

Bull. N.O.O. O.Oct. 1881. p. 227

Arrivals ofMig'y Birds, Bprirg-1BB6,

Central Park, N. T. City.A. Q. Fame. Jr.

1

May 11, Dendroica blachhiirnm, (663). Black-

[ burn's Warbler.

Q.&O. XI.Aug.l838.p.l2.5

TTh. R. % ^««47has found two

1- of the Blackburnian Warbler

ClS,-artbereVeln 1866 and one .n

i
l8S7 both unfortunately with youns.

Oneida Ocnnty, New York
William L.Ralpii Ss Bgbert BaW

Dendroica blackburniae.—Breeds. Mr. Hughes found a nest containing
young in Julj, 1887, near Remsen. Julj 16, iSSS, we took a nest about
four miles north of Holland Patent, which contained four eggs on the
point of hatching. The nest was well concealed in a bunch of small
branches, about fifteen feet above the ground, in a spruce tree. It was
composed of hemlock and spruce twigs outside, then pine needles and
dry grass, and lined with horsehair. The eggs (which we were unable to

save, they were so near hatching), were large for the size of the bird, and
darker colored than is usual with Warblers' eggs.

Auk, VII. July, 1890. p, -^^Z'

Some Birds of Le-wie Co, N,T,
O.Hart Mnrriam

D. Uadchurnue, ,

Bxill. N.O.O. S.April, 1878. p. 53

Dendroica blackb'

common transient

n is "tolerabl

r but rather ra

on the Stockbridge East Hills.

liae. Blackburnian Warbler.— Given only

isitant." Mr. Miller states that the Black-
" at Peterboro ; and I have found it to be a

r resident among hemlocks in mixed woods

iiuli, XX, July, .



Loomis, Birds, Chester Co. S.O.

31. Dendroica blackburniae. BLACKuaRNiAN Warblfr —Rare clii
ing the northward movement; very common in the sonthward. Th
tormer progress apparentlj takes place at the end of April and durin.. th-

eariy part of May, and the latter, from about the beginning, of the secondweek of August to about the middle of October - Aug. 8, Oct 22 theextremes noticed^ The greatest rush usually occurs during the fortnight

ern tT H T^T " "^'"^ '^""""^ ^"PP-'^'^ '° ^e North-
erners. Individuals often grow exceedingly fat in autumn Thev sino-
while northbound. ./ °

Oba. or =!u7niiJ«r Bir^ds of Mountain >J
Pors. Pickens Oo, S.C. L. M.Loomis.

54; Dendroica blackburni^. Blackburnian Warbler. But threespecimens were obtained-two adult males, in full dress Tune iS
at about 2500 feet

;
a female, moulting, June 24, above 3000 feet. AH were

Lead Ordinal" s"e
°' ^

ok.711 . AprU, 1%Q0. p. 12 7.



_ _ Cherrie, Birds, San Jose, Costa'- Sioa*

14. Dendroica blackburniae.— First arrivals were noted August 17,
1890, and the second August 20, from which time they were common
until the first of October, when they were very abundant and remained
so until the 7th, when all disappeared. The first arrivals were nearly a
month earlier than in the fall of 1S89.

In a series of 50 Blackburnian Warblers taken chiefly in the vicinity of
San Jose there is not one in adult plumage. Perhaps the brightest bird
in the collection is a female, taken by the author October 3, 1890, with
throat and breast rich cadmium orange, but the white wing-patch is re-
placed by the two wing-bars of the young bird, and there is considerable
grayish brown in the upper plumage. While there are a few males and
females like the one described above, the bulk are very much paler, rang-
ingfrom the bright cadmium orange to a pale yellowish bufi-on the'throat
and the breast, with the crown patch almost obsolete, the back and streaks
on the sides dusky brownish.

Auk, 8, July .1391. p. ^



Dendroica blackburniae.— On both high and low ground, wherever there

were spruces in any numbers, whether by themselves or mixed with other
trees, and also to some extent where the grovjrth was entirely of hemlocks,
the Blackburnian Warbler was'one of the most abundant and character-

istic summer birds, in places even outnumbering the Black-throated Green
Warbler, although it shunned strictly the extensive tracts of white pines
which D. virens seemed to find quite as congenial as any of the other
evergreens. A set of four fresh eggs was taken June 26, 18S7. The nest,

which was found by watching the female, was built at a height of about
thirty feet above the ground, on the horizontal branch of a black spruce,

some six feet out from the main stem. Its bottom rested securely near
the base of a short, stout twig. Above and on every side masses of dark
spruce foliage, rendered still denser by a draping of Usnea (which covered
the entire tree profusely), hid the nest so perfectly that not a vestige of it

could be seen from any direction. This nest is composed outwardly of
fine twigs, among which some of the surrounding Usnea is entangled and
interwoven. The lining is of horse hair, fine, dry grasses, and a few of
the black rootlets used by D. maculosa. The whole structure is light and
airy in appearance, and resembles rather closely the nest of the Chipping
Sparrow. The eggs measure respectively : .68X.49; -fieX-So; .69X.49;
.68 X .51 inch. They are marked with pale lavender, Vandyke brown,'
mars brown, and black. Over most of the shell the markings are fine and
sparsely distributed, but about the larger end they become broad and
more or less confluent, tending to form a wreath pattern. Some of the
black markings are linear, resembling pen scratches. The ground color
of these eggs before blowing would have passed for dull white, but with
the removal of their contents a delicate, yet faint, greenish tinge appeared
and has since persisted. This greenish tinge was also a characteristic
feature of eight eggs (representing two sets) taken by Mr. Bailey at Win-
chendon before my arrival in 1887. Lest the identification of the above-
described set be questioned, I will add that the female was seen to enter
the nest, and that both she and her mate were shot and preserved.

Auk, V, Oct., 1888. p.Sei-fjj .



BirdB of WPBtBTB North Carolina.
Wiiliain brevbter.

73. Dendroica blackburniae. Blackburnian Warbler.—In Jackson
and Macon Counties this Warbler was abundant everywhere above 3000
feet, but I heard only one in Yancy County,—on the side of the Black
Mountains at 3300 feet. On the crest of the Covpee Range, and about
Highlands, they were among the commonest and most conspicuous
woodland birds, frequenting old oak timber interspersed with hemlocks
or bordering hemlock swamps. In these evergreens they were evidently
breeding, or about to breed, for the males were in full song and paired,
and I noticed that each had its particular hemlock which it guarded with
jealous care, driving away all other small birds that came into or near it.

The song here was peculiar, but still not sufficiently so as to be unrecogniz-
able. Several males which I shot near Highlands differ from northern
specimens in having the orange of the throat duller and paler.

A«k« 3, April. 1680. p. 174

y ^^^--^ i>~e<y^ /tf-^if^ y^-t-^-^

^4.^^ ^^2— l^l,V^ ^^^ty^^.i^ <*-<^iv-,, /^--<-0^_^

W. Midilesex Co. Mass, * /j! ,

'

June 26-30, 188&. • Z^Z^^Z^''

One in 'Vest Townsend, a male feeding young just from

;

the nest. Gnerally distributed in the country about Ashby, but

found chierly in spruce and hemlock v/oods on lo^/ ground. Very a-

bundant on the sides of 'It. •'^atatic in heavy spruce forest. The
males xn full sorag during our stay. The song of this species has

I
at least three regular variations. It approaches at times the
song 'of the Black and '^-fhite creeper and at others of the Blue Yel-
low Baci Warbler.
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Notes from Greenfield, Mass,

)LOGIST

While collecting on the 18th of June I
found a nest of Dendrfieca hlackhurniee,

Blackburnian Warbler , which contained
three eggs ; and to identify them I shot
the female. The nest was situated about
thirty feet high in a maple tree. It is a

very jalain stracture resembling that of the

Purijle Finch. The eggs are white with a
bluish tint and spotted with reddish-brown
and lilac, chiefly abont the InraeT- enrl

Nest and Eggs of the Blackburnian Warbler. — On the 23d of Mav.

1S79, mj lamented friend, the late A. Jenings Davan, pointed out to me,

high in a loftj pine, the yet unfinished nest of the Blackburnian Warbler

(^Dendrceca blackbtirnicE). The exact locaiitj was a grove of large white

pines {Piniis atrobiis) on a dry hill just east of Black River, at Lyon's

Falls, Lewis County, New York. Some davs previously Mr. Dayan had

observed the female bh-d carrying in her bill a downy substance which

[Vol. 11-No. 9
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Birds of KalamazooCounty, Mic"h.
Dr. Morris Glbbg.

40. [102.] Dendvmm blaekbnriim (Gm.) Bainl.

Blackburnian Warbler.—Arrives from April 34 to

May 11. The large majority pass north, but a few

remain to breed in the county. Mr. Benjanin F,

Syke has had the good fortune to secure two

nests with eggs of this species. Bolli nests were

placed on limbs well up in Tamarack trees. One

was all of forty teet from the ground. The

Blackburnian is again common in September and

all do liot leave us until early October.

O.&'O. X.MaT.lBSo.p..'^

Summer Birds of Buncombe Conuty,

N.Carolina. JohnS.OairnB.

Df'tidrmca hlankhwmn. Blackburnian War-k

bier. Bummer visitor; rare. Have taken the I

young, but could never find their eggs. Havel

never observed them higher than 3,500 feet.

the richness of his breeding plumage and in the

busy occupation of domestic cares.

ng of JttnelOth, as the first streak

;blc in the east we left the little

Hratton, on our toilsome journey

f Mt. Bigelow. Along the river

rily the morning mist, through

iry hemlocks, scattered here and

irings, loomed up like the pyra-

i^^ile, as we tramped through the

to the forest edge. The trail w-as

I with a scarcely perceptable rise

nder the oaks and hirches until we
!t look-out," where a glance at the

mtry told plainly that our steps

d as well as onward. While we
jreakfast the aspect changed, over

the rising sun appeared, covering

)s with a halo of glory, while their

3 presented a yet stronger contrast

alley seemed like some beautiful

with a moulding of black and
,n concert was not lacking. From
e Hermit Thrush gave vent to his

spirits in an exquisite song. The
f the Junco, and the whistle of the

Sparrow blended without discord

bed togetlier on a decayed log in

s. The Chickadees apologized for

leflciencies by a display of famil-

Jing theirmore southern congeners,

led on our way, now growing

re diflicult, a Canada Jay, brimful

llowed us lor a considerable dis-

for an occasional flirt of its tail,

pproval of our actions, but soon a

hoodlum band of his blue brothers came trooping

noisily along, and pouncing upon him drove him
away. Evidently the question of fannal areas

had been discussed in Jaydom and Mt. Bigelow

was unquestionably within the domains of C.

christaia. Ere long we entered the evergreen

growth and leaving the path we picked our way
the best we could over the fallen trunks on a short

cut to the summit. The bare rocks and blueberry

patch of the '"knob" was reached in due time (uot

being a professional mountain climber I decline to

state the time occupied in the ascent) and the

magnificent panorama of the country from Moose-

head to Umbagog lav before me. with its mnnn,--

vi.u'r ana v. U. Wkrsteh.

Sept. 1886.] AND 0

and small boulders to enjoy the fine view to be
there obtained. How rapid is the change from
the sublime to the ridiculous. On stepping for-

ward a pace, the stone on which I was standing

gave away and in the endeavor to regain my foot-

ing, a small landslide precipitated me in a very

undignified manner down the declivity until 1

"fetched up" under a large hemlock. Fortunately

my body was covered with gravel instead of

bruises, and in a comfortable position I remained
for a brief period, resting from the effect of my
rapid transit. A slight movement among the

lower branches of the tree caused me to look up
and soon I saw eyeing me closely a male Black-

burnian Warbler. Any motion on my part

would cause him to bestir himself in an agitated

manner, and when I arose to my feet he disap-

peared. Patient watching was rewarded by see-

ing the bird fly into the top of the hemlock, when
the small commotion which ensued caused me to

believe that a nest was therein placed. Casting off

all superfluous clothing I began the ascent, a la-

borious task, but the end proved my conjecttu'c

aright, for a nest of this Warbler was placed on a

limb at about sixty feet from the ground. It

was composed outwardly of hanging moss {usnea)

woven compactly with a few bits of fine bark and

twigs, lined with the usual material, hair and

feathers. The eggs were four in number, nearly

fresh. They were spotted sparingly with reddish-

brown over the entire surface, with the addition

of a wreath of same color about the larger end.

Dimensions of the set are as follows: .66x,51,

.66X.50, .65X.51 and .64x.50. Ji^^
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Notes from Greenfield, Mass,

A'

While collecting on the 18th of June I
found a nest of Bendrmca blackbuniim,
BlackburDian Warbler, which contained

P three eggs; and to identify them I shot
r the female. The nest was situated about

thirty feet high in a maple tree. It is a
veiy plain structure resembling that of the )LOGrIST
Purple Finch. The eggs are white with a
bluish tint and spotted with reddish-brown
and lilac, chiefly about the la^o-or pnH

Nest and Eggs of the Blackburnian Warbler. — On the j-^d ol

1879, my lamented friend, the late A. yenins;s Davan, ponited ont

hig-h in a lofty pine, the yet unfinished nest ol the B!arkbiirni;i

{Dciidra'cu bUickbuyiiiic). The exact locality was a tfrovc of I

pines {PiiiHs .ifrubifi) on a dry hill lust east of Black River,

Falls, Lewis Counlv. New York. Some davs previou.-ly Mr. I

observed the lemale Inrd rarrvmsjin her hill a dow
afterwards proved to be the tulted seeds ol the cat-ta

held-ijiass, alter many hours ol patient watcli

nest. On Hie 2,\ of )iine he asceniled the trc
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Birds of Kalamazoo County, Micli.
Dr. Morris Qibbg,

40. [103.] Dendnmi Unckbn.rniw (ftm.) Baird.

Blackburnian Warbler.—Arrives from April 24 to

May 11. The large majority pass north, but a few

remain to breed in the county. Mr. Benjanin F.

Sykc has had the good fortune to secure two

nests with eggs of this species. Both nests were

placed on limbs well up in Tamarack trees. One

was all of forty leet from the ground. The

Blackburnian is again common in September and

all do not leave us until early October.
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White-throi

Notes on Some Birds of the United
States which Occur in the Mexi-
can Fauna.

BY JUAN KENARDO.

[TraMlated from tlio Author's MSS., by F. H. Carpenter.]

{Contimied /row. Page 117.)

Vireo flamnridis, (Yellow-green Vireo). Not
commonly observed. Specimens were collected
at Tampico and Merida in the autumn. Have
seen them in summer very near the Rio Grande,
where they probably breed,

as they hobl
(Warbling Vireo). Often observed

plain view
°""'^<'''s about Tampico, and in winter as far

south as Merida they are common.
Vireo soUiarms, (Blue-headed Vireo). I did not

observe this bird as frequently as one would sup-
pose. A few were taken along the Rio Grande in
late autumn. In mid-winter I have seen them
between Merida and Gautemala.

Vireo solitarius casmiii, (Cassin's Vireo). Two
were taken near Guaymas in summer which bore
marks of breeding. They are fairly common in
autumn when passing south.

Vireo atricapiUus, (Black-capped Vireo). Cofu-
mon in the breeding season. Have found nests in
the Rio Grande valley. Seen in winter about
Uampcche.

Phainope-pla nitem, (Phainopepla). Nothwith-
standing the reports of this species being common
in this country, my only specimen noted is the
one sent, which was taken about ten miles from
Tampico.

Tachyeineta thalcmina, (Violet-green Swallow).
\
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Summer Birds of Buacooabe Couuty,

N. Carolina. JohnS.Oairns.

Ihrndrinm hlackhwnim. Blackburnian War-

bler. Summer visitor; rare. Have taken the

young, but could never find their eggs. Have

never observed them higher than 3,.500 feet.

d-u'ip and ff. B. WEBiSTEK.

O *0. XIV. Feb. 1889 p. 21
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DENDROICA BLCKBURNL/E.

Bliickburnian Warbler.

This beautiful little Warbler arrived in Monroe

county on April 22d, that being the date of first

observation ; on the follovcing day they vpere seen

quite commonly. These birds were noticed only

along the edges of the open fields, some distance

back from the mountains, and in company
with Ohestnut-sided and Yellow Warblers. Up
to May 3d, I saw them only in such places, when
on that date I observed a single one in the mixed

growth of oak and chestnut on the mountain

sides. During the first week in May they were

very common, but about May 10th they dimin-

ished in numbers, and by the 15th not one could

be found in an entire day's tramp. On the 18th

a severe rain storm accompanied l)y a cold north-

east wind occurred, and on the following morn-

ing a few were seen gleaning insects in the devel-

oping foliage of the water oaks {Quereus aquatiea)

and a number were seen in the oak forests on the

mountains, but by night they had disappeared

and none were seen the next day. An ascent of

Smoky Mountain, in Blount county, on May 25th,

discovered to mc this handsome Warbler in full

numbers. They were principally met with at

a,bout 3,000 feet altitude on the dividing line be-

t\Yeen the spruce {Abies nigra) and the deciduous

trees, and which gave an equality of the two va-

rieties. Proceeding still further up, I found a

few birds of this species, but the majority seemed
to prefer an admixture of the hard wood growth.

At Roane county, in the Walden ridge, this

Warbler was found to select the spruce growth

at a higher altitude than on Great Smoky Moun-
tain

;
perhaps the southern slope of Waldon ne-

cessitated a higher rise to equal the same temper-

ature of the northern exposure of the Great

Smoky chain. The movements of the Black-

burnian Warbler define quite plainly the faunal

lines of this country. The three fauna; so well

known to New England or Eastern Korth Amer-

ica, the Canadian, Alleghanian and Carolinian,

give to this region all of their distinctive features;

the extreme mountain heights representing the

Canadian, the Alleghanian from about 4,000 feet

altitude down to the Carolinian, which meets it

at about 2,000 feet. Mr. Brewster gives altitudes

at about 500 feet higher in each instance, in his

observations in North Carolina, but the localities

must vary as the figures given above arc correct

for this region, as great care was taken in de-

termining the faunal lines.

Several readings of the thermometer were

taken at various heights. On May 21st, in the

valley, the mean temperature was 48°. May 22d,

at about 2,500 feet, the mean was recorded at 42°,

and at 4,000 feet the mean was 38°. Less varia-

tion was noted at the latter height, the mercury

not rising higher than 44°, while in the valley

60° and 36° were the extremes on May 21st. The

especial value of the above thermosatic notes in

determining the relative temperature comes from

the fact that in the valley the thermometer was

the same on all three days, viz., 60° as a mean

record. I found the Blackburnian Warbler a

true type of the Canadian fauna, hence the above

notes in connection with it. The Blackburnian

Warbler despite the fact of keeping in nearly

similar surroundings, breeds earlier than those of

same species which penetrate farther north. A
nest was found by my cousin, who accompanied

me, on May 31st. It was placed on the horizon-

tal limb of a fir {Abies fraseri) and not so compact

as one found by Mr. F. H. Carpenter at Mount

Bigolow, Maine. It was almost as flimsy as that

of the Chestnut-sided Warbler, and contained

only one egg. The female sat upon the edge of

the nest and would not leave it until the out-

stretched hand was within a few inches. Upon

leaving it undisturbed she immediately resumed

her former position and in a few moments the

male brought a larger specimen of Ephemericlx,

which they both were obliged to industriously

visect in order to swallow.
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Nesting of the Florida Burrowing
Owl.

La^e in the fall of 18.S8 it was my good for-

tune \o find the owl towns in the great jirairie

which\stretches away northward from Lake
Okeechobee. Good fortune I say, tout it was
not an Ai'dinary every day bit of good luck.

Ten daysU had been tramping over the seem-
ingly eudlitss pi-airie before I found my first

owl burrow\ and it was over two weeks before
I secured thd first specimen of the bird, wliich

was about tlte only reward for my long and
fatiguing tnp\

Before goin^out I made diligent inquiries

among the " C(\w boys" regarding the habits
and locations oi^,, tliese interesting birds. All
had seen them, aiid could describe vividly their
looks, note, and akions, but all failed to locate
any of their towns\ This seemed to be due to
two causes: First,Wcause no one really cared
where the owls livAd, and second, wlien hunt-
ing or cattle-driving,\t]iere was too much else

to look after, to makb any accurate examina-
tion of the spot wheroWie birds were seen. So
it went out of mind at buce. But, after I met
with some of the SeminVles, tlie case was en-
tirely different. Nothing escapes their obser-
vation. They have namefe for even the small-
est and mo.st insignificant looking birds and
plants, and tlieir confldencis once gained, they
will tell you anything you Aant to know, pro-
vided, of course, you can undiirstand their vei-y

peculiar language. \

Tliey told me that "the owls had all goniV'

from the prairie." This I found almost litef
ally true. Town after town was visited, aijd

every burrow that showed any signs of having
^

been recently inhabited was grubl)ed out hpm '^^

end to end, until at last, after two week4 of
patient work, the coveted siiecimen was sien.

Now the fun began in earnest. That iVird I
^'

was bound to have, but he seemed to knc/w the
exact range of a gun. Not only that, but he ^*

Cnpyriglit, 1889, by ihe

BOSTON, mass'- return again, the female carrying a long grass
blade. The male stayed close by her. They
went direct to the nest, thirty feet up in the
far out tip of a branch of black spruce. I saw
them go back and forth many times, the male
simply keeping his mate company.
The first nest was placed against the trunk,

and upon a small branch which sprang from
the tree at a height of twenty feet.

Tlie nest before me has a light platform of
fine, dead twigs of the spruce. Into this is

neatly woven a considerable quantity of Usnea,
then a sufficient lining of finely shredded, inner
bark of the bass wood, with a few long horse
hairs, and a number of deer's hairs. The rim
of the structure is Usnea, neatly matted and
twined, holding all together. Then the exterior

is flecked all over with fluffs of cottony
spider's webbing. Altogether it is an elegant
work of art. It measures three inches across
by one and a half inches in depth, thus being
quite shallow. The depression in this is very
shallow and small. It contained two fresh eggs
of the owner and one of the Cow Bird, and at

the foot of the tree were fragments of two
more eggs ^hich had been crowded from the
nest by this parasite.

In the second nest the materials were simi-

lar to those in the first with the addition of

some soft grasses. It had been placed in the
fork of a horizontal branch near the tip and
five feet from tlie trunk, thirty feet from the
ground. Over this branch grew another, which
lay close upon it, concealing the nest from
every way. This set consisted of three eggs,

with one of the inevitable Cow Bird. The
fourth egg lay broken on the ground. The
eggs when fresh are rich, much resembling
tliose of the Chestnut-sided Warbler.

With all the tugging and slipping I did in

drawing myself up by means of those drooping,

rope-like branches, and with all the jolting the

tree had in consequence, the bird remained
close, never uttering a protest. So gentle and
patient was she, I came well-nigh leaving her

1 possession of her treasures.

J. W. Preston.
Baxter, Iowa. O <^ O Y T tt ti ,r^ ctu. XIV. Mar. 1889 p. 34-3,
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The Blackburnian Warbler at Home.

Having ever admired tlie lovely little crea-

ture—the subject of my skctoh— and never
having become acquainted with him, save as a
transient visitor, when he rested for a time on
Ills long journeys, it was with keen delight that
I followed him on his liome-goiug in the spring
of 1887.

Often have I watched these cliarming birds,

as they moved about <iuietly among the foliage

in search of food; but very little of tlieir real

nature did they disclose to me; never a note
a chirp; silent and satisfied they soon

hurried on.

Occasionally they arc overtaken by a sudden
;old snap, and tlien their plight is pitiable.

Once while traveling in northern Iowa, during
the month of April, a bitter cold spell of

weather came quickly upon the track of a
warm bright time, and I remember that in the
town of Clarion many small birds had di'ifted

ito the more sheltered localities to escape the
biting blast that had met them while crossing
those treeless prairies. A ni ( mg them was a little

Blackburnian Warbler, so chilled that it did
not object to being held in my wai-m hand.
Perhaps it blessed me for the kindness; at any
ate, I know that nothing in that eventful col-

lecting tour gave me greater ])leasure.

The Jirst time I saw this species was upon a
fine S])ring morning at the old home near New-
ton, Iowa, when a small flock of male Black-
burnians, with some Black - tliroated Green
Warblers, spent a forenoon among the ever-

greens and shrubbery in ray father's yard.

They were very tame, permitting my sister

and myself to approach within a few feet of

them, where we watched their movements for

long time, charmed by their brilliant garb
and dainty actions as tliey llittcd here and
there among the new leaves or the bloom-laden
plum trees. Little did I tlien ho])e to see tliem
in glad abandon, where tangled spruce and
hemlock marches — which abound in tlie

wooded lake region of nortliorn Minnesota—
offer them a perfect homo. Diu ing May and
jarly .June the males were in const;int song.
Perched upon a dry and broken branch of some
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tall, old hemlock, one of these dauntless fel-

lows will sit for hours in the warm sunshine,

poui'ing forth his matchless meloily. But let

another male intrude upon his domain, a.nd in

a twinkling the song ceases and the songster is

transformed into as much figlit as lus little

feathers will contain. As soon as his jaunty
foe is driven away, the perch is resumed, and
his vietoiy is herakled forth in ecstatic strains.

These thrilling notes of love-making are diiiH-

cult to represent, S(

song of the Black-tlu

to my notion, richer :

not at all afraid to co

In fact he is a little v:

and evident prowess

conspicuous object in

niewhat resembling the

-ated Green Warbler, but
nd more lively, ajid he is

ue out and show himself,

in of his flaming tliroat,

in song. Wl.ih' thus a

(l)ese s.M-ludcd wilds, h
modest mal-c is gliding in and dut among tl

thick r,,li;ii!y of the lihn-k spruce. One will

start near the gn.nnd, and by hopping from
braueh to bi'ancli, soon gain the close, cone-
clad top, fi-om which it lightly falls to another
tree, and so continues its search. In the lo-

cality where I observed thcni, the black spruce

{AMcx nii/n-) sc<nned to be their favorite; aud £i

right good protection it is for the home-
making, for when thickly draped with the long
wands of pendant Umea—"Old Man's Beard,"
—it is well nigli inipos.sible to detect cither the
bird or nest. And it is only by watching the
female, while carrying material, that one is

likely to find the nest, and even then it is not
an easy task. I spent many days before finding

the first nest, and, at the time, there were two
pairs building within a small radius, in a close

set marsh.

On the morning of May 20th, while waiting
near the corduroy road, which crosses this

marsh at a certain point, a fennile Blackbur-
nian Warbler Hew to the middle of the road
aud bega-n tugging away at some hairs, which
were secured, aud carried into the thick, young
hemlocks. This it repeated often, and my most
earnest efforts failed to detect where she went.
Three consecutive days she continued at her
task, leaving me as much in mystery as at

first.

Several <1ays later, by cha.nce, I espied the
bird contentedly sitting upon lier eggs, up in a
hendiK'k tree. Shortly after I detected another
pair l)nildiug, and was more f<n-tunate, for

while standing silent at the edge of a small!
opening dui ing a shower, a male Blackburnian
came out on top of a black .spruce, and after'

pluming himself. Hew away, to return in the;
coui-se of half an houi-, when they both made

'

their ai^pearance. Soon botli left slun-tly to
|

return again, the female carrying a long grass
blade. The male stayed close by her. They
went direct to the nest, thirty feet up in the
far out tip of a branch of black spruce. I saw
tliem go back and forth many times, the male
simply keeping his mate company.
The first nest was placed against the trunk,

and upon a small branch which sprang from
tlie tree at a height of twenty feet.

The nest before me has a light platform of
fine, dead twigs of the spruce. Into this is

neatly woven a considerable quantity of Usnea,
then a suiiicieut lining of finely shredded, inner
bark of the bass wood, with a few long horse
hairs, ajid a number of deer's hairs. The rim
of the structure is Umea, neatly matted and
twined, holding all together. Then the exterior
is flecked all over with flufls of cottony
spidei's webbing. Altogether it is an elegant
work of art. It measures three inches across
by one and a half inches in depth, thus being
quite shallow. The depression hi this is very
shallow and small. It contained two fresh eggs
of the owner and one of the Cow Bird, and at

tlie foot of the tree were fragments of two
more eggs which had been crowded from the
nest by this parasite.

In tlie second nest the materials were simi-

lar to those in the first with the addition of

some soft grasses. It had been jilaced in the
fork of a liorizontal branch near the tip and
five feet from the trunk, thirty feet from the

ground. Over tins branch grew another, which
lay close upon it, concealing the nest from
every way. This set consisted of three eggs,

with one of the inevitable Cow Bird. The
fourth egg lay broken on the ground. The
eggs when fresh are rich, much resembling
those of the Chestnut-sided Warbler.

With all the tugging and slipping I did in

drawing myself up by means of those drooping,

•ope-like bi-anches, and with all the jolting the

tree had in consequence, the bird remained
close, never uttering a protest. So gentle and
patient was she, I came well-nigh leaving her

1 possession of her treasures.

W. Preaton.
Baxter, Iowa. O Jb Ch vrvr ^..r<BU. XIV. Mar. 1889 p. 34-3.



Nesting of the Blackburnian Warbler.

Last June, my brotlier and I left Boston to
visit a friend who had a place near the foot of
Mount Monadnock, N. II. The morning after
our arrival we started for a stroll down the
road which ran by the house— he with a fish-
ing rod, I with a gnu— and after a while came
to a grove of thirty or forty large hemloclfs,
from sixty to seventy-five feet high.
As there did not seem to be anything there

we were about to continue our walk, when I
heard a note something like the song of a
Black and White Creeper but much stronger,
and almost immediately discovered a Black-
burnian Warbler (Dendroica hlackburnim)
perched on a maple near the grove. But we
were seen at tlie same instant and the bird
with its mate, which was near by, flew off over
the tree-tops, leaving us without any hope of
seeing them again. All the same, we con-
cluded to look around the grove, but could
find nothing but two Chipping Sparrows' nests

:

and a suspicious looking bunch near the end
of a brancli of one of the hemlocks, about

;

sixty feet from the ground. But as such
bunches are common enough anywhere, and
we could see the sky through this one, I
thought it would be of no use to examine it

more closely. Therefore we went on down
the road but did not find anything else, except-
ing one trout and three "suckers" that my
brother caught.

The next day we passed the grove again and
again we heard tlie Blackburnian Warbler
singing. Thinking it strange that it should
have come back, we crept into the grove as
quietly as possible and had just come to the
point from which the "bunch," found the day
before, could be seen through tlie brandies,
when the Warbler, with its bright orange
throat contrasting strongly with the dark back-
ground of tlie grove, darted out of the trees a
little way off, straight up to the bunch, and,
liovering over it an instant, settled down upon
it. I have never found a nest so suddenly and

I

unexpectedly as this one, and I was not long

I

in getting up to it. Then I could see three
eggs, but could not reach tliem as they were
too far out on the branch. Wishing to get the
full set, we left the nest until next day,
when I succeeded in getting the nest by tying
the branch to the one above it and then cutting
it off, after which I drew it in and thoroughly
enjoyed looking at the eggs, five in number,
before touching the nest.

'
'

As soon as I commenced cutting off tlie

'

branch, both birds who, until then, had only
watched from a distance, became very much
excited and began flying around, sometimes
within two or three feet of me, and uttering
sliarp chirps. One of them lit on the branch,
although it was shaking considerably, so that
there can be no doubt that it belonged to tliem.
But in order that there should be no doubt at
all I shot the male, who, when he saw that he
could do nothing, had perched himself on a
neighboring branch where lie was pluming
himself as if nothing had hajspened.
The nest was about sixty feet from the

ground, seven feet from the trunk of the tree
and four inches from the main stem of the
branch. It was set into a thick cluster of
rather small twigs which held it firmly so that
it could not blow away; for, with the excep-
tion of the last morning it was blowing a gale,
day and night, during our entire stay. It is

composed of hemlock twigs, rootlets and a few
pine needles, with here and there a bit of
.Spanish moss, all woven rather loosely together
and lined with horse-Iiair. The diameter ex-
ternally, three and a quarter inches; internally,
two inclies, and it is two inches deep. The
bottom is so tliin that it can easily be seen
through,— it was this that almost caused our
overlooking it.

The eggs vary very little in size and shape,
being .68X.53, .67x..54, .67x.54, .6'7x.53,

'

.67x.53. They are greenish-white in ground
color, spotted and blotched all over, but most
thickly at tlie larger end, with different shades
of purple and brown which in some is nearly
black. They were collected June 7th, and incu-
bation had just begun, so that they must have
been all laid when the nest was first found,

!

although I could see only tliree. C. W. B.

^'^0, jRootjaao, pr y ^'7-





Capture of the Yellow-throated Warbler in Massachusetts,

-In the collec-

tion of Mr. George E. Browne of Dedham l saw, a few days since, a

Yellow-throated Warbler (Dendraca dominica) that was shot by Mm on

the banks of Charles River in that town nine or ten years ago. This is a

new bird to the State and the second New England record.

3uU. N.0.0. S.July, 1878. p.

Dendrolca dominica .

"Birds of Coirnecticuti; Ivlerriam.

Shelf V, P.17.

Dendrolca dealnlea a 1 b 11 or

a

.^ g/^g.;^ , , .. ,7r-^

Extracts from letters from George E. Browne of Dedhain, Mass.
May 26, 1903. "The V/arbler, male, was taken in Dedham on the

banks of Charles River on a willow tree on the 4th of Nov., 18G5 or
1866. It was a cold disagreeable day and was the only bird seen."

To Wm. Brewster

.

July 22, 1903. "The Warbler was shot by myself on a willow tree
that stands on what is called the town landing & is still there.
It was a very cold day on the fourth of Nov. and was the only bird
seen. It was late in the afternoon and the tree was bare of leaves-
He was very lively gleaning ainong the lower branches. He was also
mounted by myself the next day. V/hen I shot the Flycatcher I did
not keep any notes, but later I did keep a few and had the data of
the War{bler] but was lost with some others on a trip to the cape a
year or so after. So that I have never been quite sure of the ex-
act date, but am confident that it was in '66 as near as I can be
without swearing to the same." To W.Deane. Letters on file.



Yellow-throated Warbler in Brooklyn, N. Y.— On the morning of
April 29, 1917, while walking through Prospect Park, Brooklyn, I was
attracted by a loud ringing song quite strange to me, though somewhat
suggestive of that of the Indigo Bunting. I easily located the singer in

some low maple trees on the bank between the Rose Garden and Flatbush
Ave. In its actions the bird was very deliberate, strikingly different from
most members of its family in this respect. I was able to approach within
a few feet as it was so tame or perhaps exhausted from its unusual journey,
and I was thus able to identify it at my leisure.

I could see no trace of yellow in the line in front of the eye which would
indicate that the individual belonged to the western race known as the

Sycamore Warbler, but as the amount of yellow is variable and the geo-
graphical probability is in favor of the Yellow-throated Warbler I leave the
subspecific identification open. This is in all probabihty the same bird
seen by Mr. Fleisher (Bird-Lore, 1917, p. 150) on the day previous and
identified as the eastern subspecies. Later in the day I again saw the
bird, in company with Mr. Preston R. Bassett. It was not singing on
this occasion but was still so tame and deliberate in its movements that it

was easily studied. Since then on subsequent visits to the same locality

I have been unable to find any trace of the bird.—Ralph M. Harrington,
Brooklyn, N. Y. r-
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Igponad coloi- white, the bhiigk'' or purplish

Wn%v entirely wanting. Notwithstanding the

vai'iiition to wliicli the is subject, I have

se<^ii 11" other which a/^houest collector could

palm off for it. ^ \
If the bird is SJiccesslul inVearing one brood,

I do not thinlf it attempts a Second, but when
disturbed in any way will build "^hree times or

pevhap;> oftener, in a season. ^, have never

fou^ii'it breeding, and seldom feeding, outside

of/pine timber.

Nesting of the Yellow-throated War-
bler.

BY R. B. MCLAUGHLIN, STATESVILLE, N. C.

The Yellow-throated Warbler, {Dendrma
dominica) first came under my observation on

April 9th, 1887. I was out in search of nests

of the Pileated Woodpecker and had entered a

small tract of primitive woods consisting most-

ly of oaks interspersed with a very large species

of pine, usually called "lumber" pine here, to

contra-distinguish it from a smaller variety

I

which is found on the barrens. These pines

' with their lofty trunks rugged and bare, and

; their limbs all clustering around in a circle near

their tops, which waved majestically twenty or

thirty feet above the surrounding timber, were

strikingly picturesque and formed the most

conspicuous feature of the landscape. From
I
the tops of these pines came the peculiar song

fof a bird entirely new to me, and though I

i thought it a migrant, which were then plenti-

ful, some unknown to me. yet I became so

much interested in the song that I decided to

i shoot one of the birds for identitication.

;
I IMiilc the pines were from a hundred and

iten to a hundred and twenty-tive feet high, and

the birds had a preference for the top which

was very decided, and on leaving one pine flew

to another, never seeming to feed in the other

jtrees, though I saw a savage flght between two
imales in the top of an oak. Judging from their

songs, there were about eight males in all which
[were well scattered over the piece of woodland,

»nfl T guess I gave about all of them a call, but

found them so high that it was useless to do

anything but hold my powder. I suppose the

temalcs were arriving since a fight ensued

whRnever the males met; at any rate, I saw
tour. 1 returned a week or more later with

murderous intentions and found them still in

the tops of the pines, but after some ineffective

shooting, killed one, which Dr. A. K. Fisher

very kindly identified for me.

all, but built closely to the main body of the

tree, the bottom part resting on a short dead

stick. It does not contain a sprig of moss nor

j
a lichen as described by Audubon, but reseni-

.bles closely that o£ the Pine Warbler, which I

hope will be described later, being about half

as large and is composed outwardly of about

the same materials, yet somewhat finer in qual-

ity, and is lined with a quantity of horse-hair

instead of feathers. It has one prominent fea-

ture, however, and there is some attempt at

weaving. I was surprised to see a nest so

warm and compact at that time, so far south.

I .did not see the mother bird but shot her mate
which went with the nest and egg to the U. S.

National Museum. The egg is white rather

heavily spotted with brown. .
, ..^^

• o &Q. XII.Qot.18S7 p. /yi'lj'^

j

Notes on the Nesting of the Yellow-

Throated Warbler.

BY WAI.TEU IIOXIE, FROGMOHK, S.

I the Ycllo

a). TlH

,--tbr

In a recent issue of the O. & O. (October,

I

1887), two articles appeared on tlie Nesting of
a ted Warbler {Dimdi-a'ca domin-
eiicnee of the two observers
ciy ilillcicut, that it would ap-

liiHinh one or the other of them
Hilt we taiie into con-

"Ib well practised
' t iml thn-e is a wide differ-

musl bi! wrong,

slderatlon that tbf

oolle(:tors, and aisc

once ill 1,1

tions ai'c n

natural cxi

localitii

ulc.

wliich their observa-
miist jiauso and seek for a
1 of the apparently conQict-

y record.

Leavin- out ot account the difference of lo-

x\V\iy, it secuij^ jis Ibougli the haliits of the bird
itselt will almost explain away all these con-

.vlii<-li Ih,

llictii g poi

IHl. Ill

Pi

Ul I

Tits,

pair of

e-emiiii-iitly a searcher for

CSS an adept at fly-catching

.111 iilsi) if occasion requires
111- work at picking into the
fter tbe manner of the Nut-
In fact, 1 remember once
Vellow-throated Warblers

shower down so much bark and rotten chips

from the partially decayed limb of an oak, that

I was quite suspicious that they were excavat-

ing, or at least enlarging a hollow in which to

build; and I do not think it would be a sur-

prising fact to find a nest in such a location.

A general rule for all birds seems to be that

the greater their range of adaptability to ob-
tain subsistence, the greater is their range in

nest architecture. This observation does not

necessarily imply a wide geographical distri-

bution, which would of itself explain much of

the local variation in nesting habits. But a

bird that inhabits the moss-shrouded swamps
of the sea coast, the open sunny pine barrens
of the back country, and even extends his

range into the hard wood forests of the foot

hills, must of necessity be well able to rear his

young in such widely difl'ereut places as a

bunch of hanging moss or an open nest placed
against the trunk of a pine tree.

O.&O. 3JII.Jaly> . 1888 9*1^0 -/fif
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The birds lingered so long that it was evident

they were preparing to breed and I was becom-

ing more interested, and th-ough seemingly use-

less, could not resist n desire to search for their

nests. I visited the colony with that intention,

about the last of April, and finding the warblers

in the highest pines only, naturally concluded

their nests could not be elsewhere. It was

most impossible that so small a nest could be

seen from below, and iu case it (iould, there

was a trunk between it and the ground that I

did not care to scale ; indeed my enthusiasm

was so diminished that I was not sure I wanted

to see a nest, so I left without any intention of

returning, though I knew little or nothing was

known of the nesting habits of the bird.

About the middle of May, while passing a

body of pines of the lesser variety, I heard the

peculiar song of D. dominica and thinking a

pair had wandered from the others, I hastened

to the spot whence it came, but when there

heard the voice near a creek a short distance

away; so supposing the bird was straying

about feeding, I passed on. I heard the song

on several occasions afterward, however, and

was convinced that the pair was breeding, but

did not have time to investigate.

On June 4th I decided to follow the birds un-

til one should go to its nest, though I expected

to find them feeding young. On nearing the

pines I heard the song of the male exactly

where I heard it first, some weeks befgre.

Guided by this, I found him high in a pine, his

mouth then- well filled, though this seemed no

obstacle to his song which was uttered at regu-

lar intervals. I was expecting every moment

to see him leave for the nest, but he continued

to fly from tree to tree gathering more food,

scanning the limbs to the end, climbing out on

the tips of the needle-shaped leaves and look-

ing over, head downward. When the game

flew, he took it in very quickly, after the fash-

ion of the Fly-catchers. Even in the smaller

pines he evinced his disposition to feed near

the top. I was astonished to see this bird de-

scend from a height of sixty feet and alight by

his nest in a small pine near me. After the

height at which I had always seen him, there

was his nest only nineteen feet from the

ground ! Not a note passed and my hopes ran

high, thinking I had caught him feeding his

mate on her nest. It is useless to say I clam-

bered up; I could not stay away. The nest

contained three birds, quite young and one egg

containing no embryo, which made a very nice

specimen.

The nest was not pensile, as claimed by Nutt-

all, but built closely to the main body of the

tree, the bottom part resting on a short dead

stick. It does not contain a sprig of moss nor

a lichen as described by Audubon, but resem-

.bles closely that ot the Pine Warbler, which I

hope will be described later, being about half

as large and is composed outwardly of about

the same materials, yet somewhat finer in qual-

ity, and is lined with a quantity of horse-hair

instead of feathers. It has one prominent fea-

ture, however, and there is some attempt at

weaving. I was surprised to see a nest so

warm and compact at that time, so far south.

I.did not see the mother bird but shot her mate
which went with the nest and egg to the U. S.

National Museum. The egg is white rather

heavily spotted with brown. , . ,

n &Q,.
XII.Oct.l8S7 p. /y'T'^

j
Notes on the Nesting of the Yellow-

Throated Warbler.

BV WALTER UOXIE, FltOGMORE, S. C.

I

In a recent issue of the O. & O. (October,
1887), two articles appeared on the Nesting of
the Yellow-throaled Warbler (Dcndmnxt domin-
ica). The experience of the two observers
seems to be so very difFereiit, that it would ap-
|)ear at first as though one or the other of them
nmst be wrong. But when we take into con-
sideration that they are both well practised
collectors, and also that there is a wide difier-

ciice ill the localities in which their observa-
tions are iiiadc, we must pause and seek for a
natural exphiiiation of the apparently conOict-
iiig l;icts which they record.

Leiiving out of account the diff'erence of lo-

cality, it seems as though the habits of the bird
itself will almost explain away all these con-
llicling points. Pre-eminently a searcher for
his food, he is no less an adept at fly-catching
on the wing, and can also if occasion requires
it, do some pretty fair work at picking into the
bark and crevices after the manner of the Nut-
hatches and Tits. In fact, 1 remember once
seeing a pair of Vellow-throated Warblers
shower down so much hark and rotten chips

from tiie partially decayed limb of an oak, that

I was quite suspicious that they were excavat-
ing, or at least enlarging a hollow in which to

build; and I do not think it would be a sur-

prising fact to find a nest in such a location.

A general rule for all birds seems to be that

the greater their range of adaptability to ob-

\
tain subsistence, the greater is their range in

[ nest architecture. This observation does not

\
necessarily imply a wide geographical distri-

bution, which would of itself explain much of

the local variation in nesting habits. But a

bird that inhabits the moss-shrouded swamps
of the sea coast, the open sunny pine barrens
of the back country, and even extends his

range into the hard wood forests of the foot

hills, must of necessity be well able to rear his

young in such widely difl'erent places as a

I

bunch of hanging moss or an open nest placed
against the trunk of a pine tree.

;
Q.&Q. XIII. Jnly. .l8S8 9»lQ,()-/fi/
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Nesting of the Yellow-throated War-

bler, at Raleigh, N. C.

The 25tli of April, 1889, was not at all a

promising day, and seemed much inclined to

rain, but as the weather didn't come to any

conclusion I took my gun and went out to do

a little collecting. As the weather seemed un-

settled I went into a tract of medium sized

pines quite near town to see what I could

come up with. Yellow-throated, Pine and

Prairie Warblers all stayed there, as well as

hosts of Chipping Sparrows, so I was sure of

something to look for anyhow. On entering

the pines I started in to look for Yellow-throats

but couldn't at first find any, but hearing a J

Prairie singing, the other side of an empty

mill pond on the edge of the pines, I crossed

said pond and bagged him.

On coming back I heard the well-known song

of my old friend, the Yellow-throat (when

writing or speaking of "Yellow-throat" I al-

ways refer to D. dominica, G. trichas I always

think and speak of as merely "Maryland"),

and on investigating found a pair together.

Well, I watched that pair and weakened my

eyes staring at them as they loafed about from

pine to pine, but they never gave any signs of

building, or of interest in anything except

catching bugs and pruning their feathers, and

I began to think it was tio r/o as on previous

occasions. At last, however, they loafed back
|

into a pine near by where they came from, and

while watching the $ 1 caught sight of a nest

on a limb looking much like a Pine Warbler's,

but as no bird was on the nest and no Pine

Warbler was near by I didn't think it likely,
j

On climbing the tree to look at the nest 1

1

found it was smaller and looked much grayer '

outside than a Pine Warbler's, and also that

the sides were attaclied to small twigs. The

birds, however, showed no interest in the mat- :

ter, and the nest had no eggs in it, so I left in

doubt as to whether I had found a prize or

not.

Three days after, on the 28th, I took my
brother to look at the nest to see what he

could make of it. He reported no eggs, but

while looking at the nest the ? Yellow-throat

came into the pine and moved uneasily about,

plainly showing she owned the nest, and so

we went away satisfied.

On May 4th, we again visited the nest and

took therefrom a set of four fresh eggs; the

5 kindly staying on the nest long enough for

absolute identification. This was our only set

taken this year, although three more pairs

nested in those same pines, and at least a dozen

pairs in our whole collecting grounds.

As this nest differed so much from one

found last, I give some particulars of both.

Nest taken May 4, 1889, 20 feet high in a

pine tree, placed on a horizontal limb, 7 feet

from trunk; the nest small, frail and neat,

the sides being firmly attached to small twigs.

My brother who took the nest said it could

not have been taken except by hand on ac-

count of its frailty.

Nest taken May 11, 1888, 65 feet high, 12

feet from trunk; built among the twigs at the

end of a pine limb. The nest had to be torn

from the twigs with grappling hooks, and it

took a great deal of tearing too, yet it came to

hand very little injured. This nest was larger

and deeper than a Pine Warbler's, and was

composed of grape-vine bark, horse hair and

white chicken feathers. This only contained

one egg.

The nests of this bird seem to be quite hard

to find. One point is that the male bird does

not appear to sing in the neighborhood of the

nest much, another is, I am afraid I was not

quite early enough in looking them up this

year; the only nest found was huiit, and I was

then looking for birds building.

a 8. Brimley.
Raleigh.N.C. Q & O. XIV. Oct. 1889 p. 151
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Nesting of the Yellow-Throated
Warbler.

BY ARTHUR T. WAYNE, CHARLESTON, S. C.

This beautiful Warbler (Dendroiua dominica)

is one of my earliest bird acquaintances, being

found near Charleston the whole year. It is a

permanent resident, and I have seen them when
the thermometer only marked 10*^ above zero.

They inhabit mixed woods, where there is an

abundance of moss {Tillandsia usncoides). In

fact, where the moss is wanting you will rarely

see them. I should not call them Swamp

Warblers, but have time and again shot them

in very dense swamps.

I have long known that this Warbler was a

very early breeder, as I have taken the young

flying about as early as April 22nd, but was

unable to find their eggs until last Spring

(! 887) . I knew that they nested in the hanging

moss, but one may as well hunt for a " needle

ih a haystack," as to hunt for the nest of this

bird in moss hanging down from live oak trees

six to ten feet, and from two to three feet

through. I determined to spend a month,

however, if necessary, to find the nest of this

i bird, and concluded that the best way would

be to wat(jh the birds. After many days of

following the birds, I was so fortunate as to

find the first nest.

On April 10th I was watching a pair of the

birds in question. About mid-day the male

was singing with great fervor, and his mate

was very busy feeding, flying from one piece of

moss to another. I knew she had come directly

from the nest, as she was very restless. I

therefore watched her very attentively. She

kept on feeding for about five minutes, and 1

then saw her fly to a large mass of moss {usnea)

and I hastened to the spot to see if she was still

feeding, or if it was her nest. Upon reaching

the spot, I could not see her, so I resolved

immediately to climb the tree, and such a

climb ! When I reached the spot where I saw her

fly to, I looked carefully for the nest, and shook

the limb, but she did not come from her charge.

I was about to come down the tree, when I

thought I would take a last look. Upon ex-

amining the moss, she flew out—quite to my
surprise—and began to chirp. The nest was

built in the moss, and was completely hidden

under a large limb, about thirty feet from the

ground, and in a live oak tree. The nest was

made of the flowery part of the moss, with line

pieces of grass, and lined profnsely with

feathers. The nest is very symmetrical—with

well defined sides, and was built in the moss,

resting on a bed of the same. The eggs were

Ave in number, three were on the point of

hatching, and the other two were addled. The

ground color is a dirty, or bluish white, spotted

and blotched with lilac, pale brown, and neutral

tints, gathering at the larger end in a wreath,

with confluent blotches, leaving the smaller

end spotted with minute specks. Unfortunately

one of the eggs was broken in blowing, as the

young were very large. I shot the female,

thus rendering identification absolute. These
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eggs were laid about March 31st, as the young

were on the point of hatching.

My second nest was taken April 26th. I saw

the birds when they commenced to huild it. It

was built in a bunch of moss, and made of

essentially the same materials as the last, and

was about thirty feet from the ground, in a

live oak tree.

The eggs in this set are four in number, and

were perfectly fresh. They are an exquisite

set, being beautifully spotted with lilac, bright

red, and different shades of brown, around the

larger end, in a large wreath, upon a white, or

creamy white ground. They are very much

pointed, and in shape resemble the eggs of

certain Waders.

Published accounts are so rare as regards the

breeding of this Warbler, that I thought the

foregoing would be of interest to oologists. I

only know of six sets of eggs of this Warbler

in collecti^gi^.^
XII. Oct, 1887 ^J^f-IJo

The Number of Eggs in a Set.

\ BY P. L. BURNS, BERWYN, TENN.

Having read from time to time in the O. and

O. the opinion of many collectors on this sub-

ject, 1 venture to give my limited experience in

this line. I commenced collecting in 1885, and

for a time was "cheated" out of many sets, es-

pecially of our most common birds, by waiting

for the female to lay the number of eggs "bird

doctors" stated they did lay. In the mean time

the eggs would hatch, or be so hard set as to

be worthless. Many young collectors com-

plain of this, and now some take the eggs as

soon as found, complete set or not, claiming

that this is the only sure way.

For instance, the Wood Thrush, {TlylodcMa

mustelina) lays three more often than four eggs,

and I have yet to find a set of Ave ; and yet

most writers claim the usual set to be four or

Ave eggs.

Of forty eggs and young 6^ this species

found by me the past season, I And to be divid-

ed in sets as follows :
;

Sets of 2 2

" "3 -8

/ " "4 ?

In all eggs incubation had comm^ced, in

,
many cases advanced. i

The first set was taken May 30th, the %st set

July 4th, but the majority were taken dpring

the first week in June. \
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Nesting of the Yellow-throated War-

bler near Charleston, S. C.

BY ARTHUR T. WAYNE.

The month of April I spent at Hobcaw Point,

Berkeley Co. S. C, with the intention of de-

voting the whole of the time in searching for the

nests of the Yellow-throated Warbler {Dendmca

dominica).

This place (Hobcaw Point) is one of the most

beautiful country places near Charleston, and

it is opposite the town. On entering the

"Point" by water, the approach to the dwelling

house Is marked by a most exquisite avenue of

Live Oak trees, which are over one hundred and

fifty years old, and which are draped in Spanish

moss which grows very luxuriantly. It is in

this avenue that the beautiful Yellow-throated

Warblers are to be found. They very rarely

leave this location, and are resident the whole

year.

At the time of my arrival April 2d, I knew

that some of the nests were already built, and

I doubted if I would be successful in finding

even one. The season was very backward,

however, as it was very cold in March and I

consoled myself with the hope that the War-

blers were delayed in their nest building.

The next day April 3d, I marked three pairs

of birds that were mated and undoubtedly

breeding, and from two pairs of these Warblers

I took five nests with eggs.

The female builds her nest wholly by herself

;

the male takes no part whatever; he simply

has a good time flying around and singing as if

to encourage her with her work. The nest is

only to be foimd by watching the female close-

ly, "and I do not hesitate to say that it is the

most difficult nest I know of to find. The

female alone incubates the eggs, and is not even

fed by her mate. She has a pretty hard time

!

My first nest was taken on April 11th, and

contained three fresh eggs. It was built in a

bunch of moss, completely hidden, and under a

large oak limb, and about thirty feet from the

ground, and at the terminal branch of a large

nmb which grew from the main body of a Live

Oak tree. In five days only three eggs were

laid, which shows that the set was complete, as

the female was sitting.

My second nest was found April 14th, and

contained four eggs with large embryos. It

was built like the first nast, but much higher-

being fifty feet from the ground. I had much

trouble in securing this nest, as it was on such

a high tree, and the limb in which it was built

was very rotten.

Nest number three was taken April 19th, and

was built in a bunch of moss, in a Black Gum

tree, forty feet from the ground, and contained

four eggs with large embryos. The eggs in

set are very handsome.

My fourth nest was taken April 25th, and

was built in a bunch of moss, in an oak tree,

about forty feet from the ground, and contain-

ed four eggs slightly incubated. This nest was

hardest of the series to secure, as the limb was

rotten and hung down about five or six feet,

and the limb from which it grew was very

small. I had to bind myself to the tree with a

rope, and cut the limb as far as I could reach

with a sharp knife. As it was, I gashed ray

thigh with the knife before I was at work very

long. This set was the second laying of the

birds to nest number two, and are very similar

in coloration.

My fifth and last set was taken on May 1st,

and the eggs are exquisitely marked. The nest

was built in a bunch of moss, in a Live Oak

tree, about fifteen feet from the ground; the

nest contained three eggs and were fresh. This

set is the second laying of the birds to set num-

ber three, and the eggs are also very similar,

but much handsomer-in fact the handsomest

set I have yet taken of this Warbler.

The nests all agree in materials, and work-

manship,-being built of fine grass, weeds.
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snake skins, feathers, and lined with the flower
of the moss ; in one of the nests there is a
quantity of cotton. The nest is built in a

bunch of moss, and rests on a bed of the same.
All of these eggs were taken from three pairs

of birds, which were the only ones found in a

radius of several miles.

[Two of the sets of eggs of i>. dominica re-

ferred to by Mr. Wayne are now before me and
may be described as follows

:

April 14, 1888. Four eggs. Ground color

grayish-white, in some running to a pinkish

white, spotted with lavender-gray, and burnt
umber. The markings are almost all near the

larger ends, and form wreaths around the

broadest diameters. One of the eggs has a large

blotch of burnt umber which produces an odd
effect. They measure .71 x .53 ; .71 x .53 ; .69 x
.53; .69X.53.

April 11, 1888. Three eggs. Grayish-white
ground color, spotted with lavender-gray and
burnt umber. The markings form indistinct

wreaths around the centres of the eggs. They
measure: .65x.51; .66x.49; .60 x .49.—J. P.'
N.]' 0,& O. XIII. Nov. 1888 p. 161-2

Copyriglit, 1888, by F, S. CAKPBKTEK and F. B. WEBSTER,
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quaintance of very long standing with this beautiful little species,

still for five or six weeks during the past spring scarcely a day

passed that I did not see one or more individuals. I first met with

them at Mellonville, Florida, where, on March 14, I shot two speci-

mens, both females, in the pine woods near the town. They were

associated with Pine Warblers, Nuthatches, and Woodpeckers.

During a trip up the Wekiva Eiver, March 19 to 23 inclusive, I

heard at frequent intervals a Warbler that I did not recognize sing-

ing in the cypresses, but from the impenetrable nature of the

swamps, and the great height of the trees, I was unable to get even

a glimpse of the bird. A week later, while descending the St.

John's River by steamer, I again constantly heard, both from the

cypress swamps and the open piny woods, the notes of this, to me,

unknown species, and although I felt almost certain of its identity,

it was not until I reached St. Mary's, Georgia, that I proved to my
satisfaction that my suspicions were correct. There, from the 6th

of April to the 4th of May, I enjoyed abundant opportunities of

studying its habits, for it was everywhere, in suitable localities,

if not one of the most abundant, at least a generally distributed

species. At the time of my arrival the males were in full song and

mating. A few individuals haunted the moss-hung live-oaks that

shaded the village streets, but the open piny woods were their fa-

vorite abode. There, with the Summer Redbird {Pyranga cestiva),

the Pine Warbler {Dendrceca pinus), the Brown-headed Nuthatch

(Sitta pnsilla), and a variety of Woodpeckers, they frequented the

beautiful Southern pines. Indeed, so great was their attachment

Pacific coast of America from

California to Nootka Sound.

In winter — 1

Male. Top of head and

back bronzy-green, dullest

on the forehead. Sides of

the head, rump, flank, abdo-

men, and under tail-coverts

rufous. A gorget of metal-

lic feathers, covering all the throat and extending on to the sides of the

neck, brilliant coppery-red, with brassy reflections m certain lights. Up-

per part of breast white. Wings purplish-brown. Tail short, cuneate.

* Figures repruited from Mr. Hensliaw's article (this vohnnc, p. 53), with

change of names.



THE YELLOW-THROATED WARBLER {DENDRCEGA
DOMINICA).

BY WILLIAM BBEWSTEE. -

It is indeed surprising that a bird so generally distributed through-

out the Southern States as the above-named species should be so lit-

tle known. In " History of North American Birds" (Vol. I, p. 241),

Dr. Brewer prefaces his account of its habits by the remark that

its history " is very imperfectly known," and then proceeds to draw

upon the meagre and conflicting descriptions given by Wilson,

Audubon, and Nuttall. Although I cannot myself claim an ac-
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quaintanoe of very long standing with this beautiful little species,

still for five or six weeks during the past spring scarcely a day

passed that I did not see one or more individuals. I first met with

them at Mellonville, Florida, where, on March 14, I shot two speci-

mens, both females, in the pine woods near the town. They were

associated with Pine Warblers, Nuthatches, and Woodpeckers.

During a trip up the Wekiva River, March 19 to 23 inclusive, I

heard at frequent intervals a Warbler that I did not recognize sing-

ing in the cypresses, but from the impenetrable nature of the

swamps, and the great height of the trees, I was unable to get even

a glimpse of the bird. A week later, while descending the St.

John's River by steamer, T again constantly heard, both from the

cypress swamps and the open piny woods, the notes of this, to me,

unknown species, and although I felt almost certain of its identity,

it was not until I reached St. Mary's, Georgia, that I proved to my
satisfaction that my suspicions were correct. There, from the 6th

of April to the 4th of May, I enjoyed abundant opportunities of

studying its habits, for it was everywhere, in suitable localities,

if not one of the most abundant, at least a generally distributed

species. At the time of my arrival the males were in full song and

mating. A few individuals haunted the moss-hung live-oaks that

shaded the village streets, but the open piny woods were their fa-

vorite abode. There, with the Summer Redbird {Pyranga cesiiva),

the Pine Warbler [Dendroeca pinus), the Brown-headed Nuthatch

(Sitta pusilla), and a variety of Woodpeckers, they frequented the

beautiful Southern pines. Indeed, so great was their attachment

to this tree that, with the exception of those heard in the cypress

swamps of the Upper St. John's, and the few that inhabited the

oaks in the town, I do not remember to have seen one in any other

tree. So marked and unvarying was this preference, that on more

than one occasion I made use of the notes of this bird to guide me
out of some bewildering thicket, feeling sure that beyond where it

was singing I should find the more open pine-clad country.

Nearly all the authors who have written on the Yellow-throated

Warbler from personal observation compare his movements along

the branches to those of the Black-and-white Creeper (Mniotilta varia).

At first I was inclined to the same opinion, but after my eagerness

to secure specimens had somewhat abated, through success in col-

lecting them, I felt more at leisure to watch the pretty little birds

before taking their innocent lives, and, having spent many hours in
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carefully studying their habits, I became convinced of the error ofmy
earlier impressions. Their movements are much slower than those
of the Mniotilta, and there is less of that crouching, creeping motion.
They do, indeed, spend much of their time searching the larger
branches for food, but it is much more in the manner of the Pine
Warbler, and their motion is rather a hopping than a creeping one.
I have never seen them ascend the trees from the roots to the top-
most branches, as Audubon relates, but I occasionally observed one
clinging against the main trunk for a moment, to seize an insect,
as will the Bluebird (Sialia sialis) and many of the Warblers. Their
hunting-ground is for the most part, however, among the higher
branches, and a considerable part of their time is spent at th^ ex-
tremities of the limbs, searching for food among the pine needles.
Their bright yellow throats, brought out by contrast with the dark
evergreen foliage, give them a certain resemblance to the Black-
burnian Warbler {Dendroeca blackhumice). The males are not very
persistent singers. I rarely heard them during the warm hours
of the day, even when pairing was almost their sole occupation.
Their song is very pretty; it may be nearly imitated by the syl-
lables Tivsee-twsee-twsee, twsee-see, the last two rising and terminat-
ing abruptly. It most nearly resembles that of the Nashville
Warbler {HelmintTiophaga ruficapilla), beginning in almost the
same way, but ending differently, and, indeed, throughout the notes
are much sweeter. Both sexes utter a chirp similar to that of other
Warblers, but sharper.

By the middle of April there was a marked decrease in the
number of Yellow-throated Warblers about St. Mary's. This was
partly owing to my having shot many for specimens, but not en-
tirely to this, for extended researches over new ground convinced
me that the greater number had passed on, probably to the north-
ward. A few, however, still remained

; perhaps on an average one
pan- to every hundred acres of pine forest. While collecting near
St. Mary's, April 18, I was in the act of shooting a female when I
noticed that she was gathering material for building, and, tracing
her flight, I was fortunate enough to discover her half-completed
nest. Visiting the spot at frequent intervals, I invariably found
both birds feeding among the pines in the vicinity, although the
nest, as far as I could judge, seemed finished. At length. May 2,
a friend, ascending the tree, found the female sitting. She remained
on the nest until he nearly touched it, although the limb shook
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violently under his weight. When she did finally leave it she sailed

down into a smaller tree a few rods off, where she remained a silent

and seemingly unconcerned spectator of what followed. The nest

and its contents being safely lowered to the ground, I shot both the

female and her mate. The latter was singing, as usual, a short

distance off, and apparently took no more interest than the female

in the destruction of their mutual hopes. Embryos of small size

had already formed in the eggs, so that incubation must have

begun three or four days previously. This nest was placed at the

height of about thirty-five feet from the ground, on the stout hori-

zontal branch of a Southern pine, one of a thinly scattered grove

or belt that stretched along the edge of a densely wooded hummock.

It was set flatly on the limb,— not saddled to it,— nearly midway

between the juncture with the main trunk and the extremity of the

twigs, and was attached to the rough bark by silky fibres. It is

composed externally of a few short twigs and strips of bark bound

together by Spanish moss {Tillandsia usneoides) and a silky down

from plants. The lining consists of a few hair-like filaments of

moss and soft cottony vegetable down. The whole structure is

neatly and firmly compacted, though essentially simple in appeai--

ance, and, from the nature of the component materials, of a grayish

inconspicuous color. In size, shape, and general formation it very

nearly resembles nests of the Black-throated Green Warbler (Ben-

drceca virens) in my collection. It measures externally 2.80 inches

in diameter by 1.70 in depth; internally, 1.77 inches in diameter by

L30 in depth. The eggs, four in number, measure .69 by .53 of an

inch. They are quite regularly ovate, with fine dottings of pale

lilac scattered thinly and evenly over a grayish-white ground-color.

A few spots or blotches of burnt sienna occur about the large ends,

while occasional irregular penlike lines of dark brown diversify the

remaining surface.

Upon referring to published accounts of the nesting of this

Warbler, I find the statements by the different authors most con-

flicting, and the authenticity of many of the specimens open to

gravest doubt. Both Mr. Maynard (in " Birds of Florida," Part II,

page 61) and Dr. Coues ("Birds of the Northwest," page 67) base

their descriptions upon alleged specimens sent to the Smithsonian

Institution by Mr. Norwood C. Giles, of Wilmington, N. C. Dr.

Brewer refers to these specimens as " eggs supposed to be of this

species," and Dr. Coues describes the nest as " built in a large mass
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of Spanish moss," and as " composed chiefly of that material. A part

of the moss which hung from an oak bough, two feet downward
and a foot across, was caught up and closely woven together with a

little fibrous substance and much plant-down, to form a swing-

ing bed for the nest, with a lateral entrance which will admit the

hand. Inside is the nest proper, of the usual dimensions, very

neatly wrought of the moss, with a smooth even border, and lined

with plant-down and a few fine grasses." From the great difference

in the position and structure of the nest, there seems little reason

to doubt that Mr. Giles was mistaken in his identification. Nut-
tail's account of " its curious 1 fabric, suspended to a kind of rope

which hangs from tree to tree," is manifestly fabulous, while

Audubon's description, is, to say the least, very vague and unsatis-

factory, though, as far as it goes, it certainly most nearly approxi-

mates to the specimen before me.

From the number of individuals I saw near Savannah, Ga., May 5

(I heard in Bonaventure Cemetery four different males singing at one

time), I am led to believe that the Yellow-throated Warbler breeds

more abundantly in Northern Georgia (and perhaps in South and
North Carolina) than farther south.

Buli. N.O.O, a. Cot.. .1877. p, /OX '/0(s.

%utxii 3lttn*atttrr,

D'Hamonville's Enumbbation of the Birds op Europe.*— The
writej;^ indebted to his friend and correspondent, Baron D'Hamonville,
for a copJS(jf his recent Catalogue of the Birds of Europe, which deserves

more than a mention on account of the admirably comprehensive
manner in whichll^las been prepared. AVhile it enumerates every form
that has been claimedHoJiave been taken within the limits of Europe, it

is careful to designate inV,significant manner the writer's mode of dis-

sent. Thus, names believed tfr have no specific significance, or to rep-

resent a race rather than a species, are marked with a Greek minuscule
;

those whose presence is questioned are given with an interrogation sign,

and those whose occurrence is exceptional are also designated. Thus
divided, the Baron makes the whole number 658, as follows :

—

* Catalogue des Oiseaux d'Europe, on enumeration des cspeces et races d'oi-

seaux dont la presence, soit habituelle soit fortuite, a ete dument constatee dans
les Hmites geographiques de I'Europe, par J. C. L. T. D'Hamonville. 8vo.

pp. 1i. Paris : 1876.
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THE NESTING OF THE YELLOW-THROATED WAR-
BLER AT RALEIGH, N. C.

BY C. S. BRIMLEY.

The Yellow-throated Warbler {Dendroica dominica)

is a regular summer visitor at Raleigh, arriving in the spring

from the middle to the end of March and leaving in September.

While it is more or less numerous in all large tracts of pines

and in all mixed woods containing large pines, it cannot be called

plentiful anywhere ; a fifty-acre tract of pines about half a mile

from my house contains just five pairs this year, and they are more

numerous there than in any other place I know of.

This Warbler commences nesting early in April, selecting as a

site for its nest a horizontal limb usually, but not always, of a tall

thin pine. Sometimes it builds its nest where the limb forks,

but more often right on the limb, attached only to the limb itself

or else laced to small twigs as well ; one nest was built among

and attached to small twigs only, but this nest was also essen-

tially different in construction from any other we have ever taken

and resembled the others only in the rough and unfinished char-

acter of the rim. The nest is usually much like a Pine Warbler's

in general character, but lacks the black grape-vine bark which

gives the latter such a dark appearance, and is also usually less

compact, especially about the rim. The materials of which it is

composed are weed stems, strips of trumpet-vine bark, fine grass,

and caterpillar silk ; the lining is of horsehair or feathers or both.

The nest varies a good deal in size. The height of the nest

varies from twenty to ninety feet or more, and the distance from

the trunk from about three to twelve feet. While the female is

building, she usually keeps silent, but sometimes chirps ;
the male

is apt to be singing somewhere near by, but apparently does not

care to o-o near the nest as he does not accompany the female

when she goes to the nest to build. At such times the female

often takes a roundabout route to get there, and her flight is

usually more desultory and less suggestive than the straight busi-

ness-like flight of the female Pine Warbler when approaching her

nest.

The female apparently does all the incubating, as we have never
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five or six from the trunk. We took a set of three on May 30. This nest
viras small, but better made than the previous one. The eggs contained
small embrjos.

All of the foregoing were found in a fiftj-acre tract of pine woods. The
following nests were found in mixed woods.

12. April 14, .[ found a nest just started in a tall, verj thin pine some
50 feet high; a heavy rain came next day and the nest was deserted.

13. April 24, I found this pair re-building in a huge pine not far from
the first, the nest some 90 feet high and 15 from the trunk. I did not
trouble that pair any more.

ia©0,p, 323-


