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Dendroica maculosa, 

Peterborough, New Hampshire. 

Abundant, frequenting spruce grown pastures (Ben Mere 

farm) and spruce and hemlock woods (Cunningham Pond and base 

of Pack Monadnock ). % the bog near our house I frequently 

heard three and occasionally four males singing at once. The 

\ 

usual forms of song are witty-witty witchy, witty-witty-witty- 

witchy or witty-witt —wrechy. Young in full autumnal plumage 

2era. The old males continued in full song up to 

and I heard one on August 2na (July 7, 1lk, 12%, 

202, Bly) 242, BER; SO), shgust 2): /). 

and Yellow Warbler was in the black oak in the 

large opening behind Ball's Hill flitting about 

in the full sunlight among the unfolding leaves, jetting and 

flirting up ite tall az lalf pening its wings, It seemed 

fairly delireous with excitement or pleasure. IE have rarely 

seen so.handsome a male. The black stripes on the 

very broad and clear, 
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Birds of Magdalen islands. 

Dr. L..B.Bishop. 

51. Dendroica maculosa. MAGNOLIA WARBLER.—Rare. A male taken 

on Grindstone, July 16. 

Auk, Wi. April, 1889. p.148 

Summer Bds. Restigouche Valley, N.B. 

Jus7, 8S. J. Brittain and P.Cox, Jr. 

Dendroica maculosa. MAGNOLIA WARBLER.—Quite common. 

Auk, V1. April, 1889. p.118 

f Upper St, John. fey 
Batchelder, 

Birds 

10- Dendreeca maculosa (Gm.) Bd. BLACK-AND-YELLOW W
ARBLER. 

—Commnion. 

/ April, 1832, p,109 

n Miles Poi 

, Comear Merriam 
a 

BLACK-AND- YELLOW WARBLER. — The 

Dendrcoeca maculosa. 
Earliest seen May 29, 1882. 

preeding abundantly. 
17. 

commonest Warbler, 

Bull, N,O.G, '7,Cct. 1882, p.234 

Dwight, Sammer Rirds of 

Prince Edward I@land. 

Dendroica maculosa. MAGNOLI A WARBLER.— T 

Warbler of the region and is abundantly represented. 

dant in low growths of spruces, where the variety of its song Is often c 

fusing. 

his is the characteristic 

It is most abun- 

on- 

Auk &, Jan, 1893. p.iS 

Suramer Birds of Bras D’Or Region 

Cape Breton Id,,N.S. J.Dwight,Jr. 

Uindwiea 

50. D. maculosa. 

Auk, 4, Jan., 1887. p.16 

Summer Birds of Sudb 
Naan ths aes cl ury, + 

A, H, Alberger, ary, Ont, 

“6577, Macnolia War] - 

Beret gnolia Warbler. Co —— 

| With large young on July 7th mmon. Breeds, | 

©, &0, ZY, Jape, 1890, p88 
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249. Dendroica maculosa. Maanorta Warsier.— Regular migrant, abundant May 8 to 24, and September 8 to 26; earliest spring record April 15, 1890 (Geo. E. Atkinson); latest, June 1, 1900 (J. Hughes Samuel); earliest fall record August 27, 1900 (J. Hughes Samuel); latest, October 14, 1906. 

Onlarin ’ an, 
CQ, hh Lich KH, Yan 1907 foe 

59. Dendroica maculosa. Macnouia Warsier.— Only met with 
once, July 24. 



NOTES ON A FEW BIRDS OCCURRING IN THE VICINITY 
OF PORTLAND, ME. 

BY NATHAN CLIFFORD BROWN. 

Ons of the commonest Sylvicoline summer residents in the town- 
ships adjacent to Portland is Dendraca maculosa, a bird whose 
southernmost regular breeding-ground has been supposed to be the 
latitude of Umbagog Lake. It breeds in especial abundance about. 
the spruce woods of Cape Elizabeth, in that locality outnumbering 
every other Warbler except Dendraca virens. Young first make 
their appearance about August 3, and soon abound. 

Bull, N.O.0, 4, April,1879,p. /O6. 

Birds of Dead River Region, Me. F, H, 0. 

23. Dendreca maculosa, (Black-and-Yellow 

Warbler). Fairly common in certain localities, 

being rather erratic in its movements. It is quite 

common around Jim Pond, just back of Eustis, 

and a few were seen near Black Mountain. For | 
several days none of this species would be seen, | 
and again at certain places they were to be found 

in considerable numbers, seeming to be restricted 

in their movements to the forests which contained 

a certain admixture of hard wood growth. No 

nests were found, but satisfactory proof of their 

breeding was not wanting. A nest found at Um- 
bagog, June 6, ’82, was placed in a hemlock shrub 

and was composed of grass and fine bits of hem- 

lock strips lined with a few bits of hair anda | 

single fluff of cotton and an inner lining of horse- 

hair, though how they procured the two last 

named materials is beyond my comprehension. It | 

contained only three eggs, of a creamy white 

spotted with a few blotches of brown in form of a 

wreath at the larger end. 

0.&0, XI. Sep. 1886. p. 180 

657. Magnolia Warbler, 

Lat Boothbay. 
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Profile House, N. H, Aug. 1-12-1886" 
as nae. rca caf ee ee 

: a ; 

q i = 
Aree ote .— Sut 47 Profile House N, H. July 2'7-Aug. 7.1886 

Bds. Obs. in a aera N.H. June 11-21 
’86, and June4-Aug. 1,’87, W.Faxon 

Dendroica maculosa. BLACK-AND-YELLOW WarBLER.—Common. 

Auk, V. April, 1888, p.168 
4 
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Profile House, N.H, Aug. 1-12-1867. i a A ee 
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J J ~- * iy SE u4,£7 Profile House N,H. July 2'7-Aug.'7.1886 

Bds. Obs. in Franconia, N.H. June il-21 
’86, and June4-Aug. 1,’87, W. Faxon 

Dendroica maculosa. BLACK-AND-YELLOW WarBLER.—Common. 

Auk, V. April, 1888. p.168 
a 







62. Dendroica maculosa. MaGNoLia WARBLER. — Heard sparingly 

at the base of the mountain. They inhabit, among other places, the 

small firs and spruces on the edges of the pastures. 
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Notes on Birds of Winchendon, Mass, William Brewster, 

Dendroica maculosa.—This Warbler breeds in about the same numbers 
as the Yellow-rump. Both species were nearly sure to be seen daily, but 
it was unusual to find more than one pair of either in any single tract of 
woods, however large. The favorite haunts of the Black-and-yellow, 
here, as in northern New England, are Swamp edges, woodpaths, or bor- 
ders of openings where the undergrowth is more or less intermixed with 
young spruces and balsams. In such a place—within about ten yards of 
a woodpath—we found a nest June 15, 1888, containing four nearly fresh 
eggs. This nest was typical in position, being placed near the top of a 
small spruce at a height of about five feet. In construction it differed 
from Maine nests of this species only in respect to the lining, which was 
largely of horse hair with, however, an admixture of black rootlets. 

Auk, V, Oct,, 1888, p.39] 

Ky . 
PT gt cohen e hte. tet aae AGA W. Middlesex Co. Mass, Oa — intl a Pircsecacersermseanmemes 

June 25-30, 1889. 

Ashby, Ashburnham, “'t “atatic--- On Mt Watatie these 
Warblers wereconfined to a tract of pasture comprising perhaps 

thrrty aeres gr@wn up with young spruces of from six to twenty feet 

high which grew in thickets with open spaces between. This tract 
extendeed appromimately from an elevation of I000 -to 1,600 feet. 
In the dense forest of larger spruces Which covers the west side 
of the mountain the Black Yellow.Warbler was not onee observed. 
One of the species Was heard singing, however, in;spruces at the 
foot of the mountain in Ashburnham, and another was noticed by 
My. Faxon in a similar swamp perhaps an eighth of a mile from the 
mountain on the other side in Ashby. The elevation of both of thes 
swamps, however, must hw e been several hundred feet above that 
of the town of Askby. The bird was in full song during our stay. 

Birds of Bristol County, Mas
s. 

F.W.Andros. 

é lia War- 
Dendroica maculosa (Gmel.), Magno 

bler. Migrant, rare. 

O.&0, XIi, Sept. 1887 p.i4i 

Bds. Obs. near Graylock Mi, Berkshire 
Co. Mass. June 28~-Julyl6. W,Faxon 

55. Dendroicamaculosa. BLACK-AND-YELLOW VEAGELER IK Comnton: 

Noted from about 1000 to 2200 feet. Prefers somewhat open country wilh 

a second growth of spruce. Hence, although belonging to the Canadian 

fauna more strictly than the Canadian Warbler, it is not so common at 

high levels as the latter. 

Auk, V1. April, 1889. p.103 



_ Mass. (near Concord ).1887 - 

1887 : Se ° a 

We, jo) Je 3y Ree 
Aud. (7a 

; Uae SORE ia tulyin, 
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Deca nett get* 

y : ; Winchéndon, Mass. June, 1888. 
tthe. (26413 % . Dee Ce Ae ae ee 

Birds Known to Pass Breecin sant ; g Season nr. \/inchendon, Mass. Wm. . 5rewster 

Be, Exdrortca 

64. oe maculosa. 

Auk, V, Oct,, 1888, P.389 

General Notes, 

Summer Birds of Oontr i 
Country, Mass. Sicabll trang ‘Ralph Hofimann 

22. Dendroica maculosa. MAGNOLIA WARBLER.—Not rare among 

|spruces from Becket northward. 

Auk XII. Jan. 1895 p. 89 

Vutiie Niu hall 

Cove) Get. 91904 

an ee Cas 
1, D. YO. 



Acrivals of Mig’y Birds, Spri1g-1886, 
Central Park,N. Y.City.A.G. Paine, Jr. 

May.9, Dendroica maculosa, (675). Magnolia 

Warbler. 

0.&0. AL, July.1886, p.i0g 

Birds of the Adirondack 
©. B, Mer: 

24. Dendrasca maculo 

BLER.—Common summer resident, breeding thro 

ra =f dary 

Some Birds of Lewis Co, N.Y, 
Oo. Hart Merriam 

Ihe Exel. (Aclnonduch) reg ar 
D.| maculosa, ‘y poet brrcchery : 

Bull. N,O.O, 3, April, 1878. p.53 

megion. 

ga (Gmelin) Baird. BLACK-AND-YELLOW War- 

ughout the wilderness. 

Ball, N,O.0, 6,Oct, 881,p,227 
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At a distance these towering cliffs present a 

most beautiful appearance, at one point strati- 

fied with geometric lines of perfect masonry 

and at others displaying the richest hues. On 

the eastern side of the inlet the land from the 

top of the cliffs rises gradually for perhaps two 

._ ~hundred. yards, terminating in an abrupt ridge, 

Turning homeward, I noticed in a big ‘‘dead-ad to Swal- 

ing’’a pine tree with the top broken off, leaving) all. The 

a wide, ragged hollow on the south side. Intothat of the 

this were thrust four stout sticks. It was fullyr which at 

thirty feet from the ground, and while I wusisplaced by 

wondering how they came there, a Fish Hawkip of birch, 

passed overhead and added a fifth stick to theittered and 

collection, thus solving my problem for me. lock. 
The planting of this stick was a work of con-bd our first 

siderable time and patience. ‘The mate camédune, which 
and assisted, and some very animated converS first com- 

sation ensued which I was too ignorant to trans4t noticed a 
late, or at least could only do so in a mannershe flew to- 
which could not be called anything but verythe birches 
“freely.” I got quite interested in this piecete embryo 

of architecture, and spent a good deal of timeruce, which 
during the next week ‘ overseeing” the job.f hemlock. 
When the nest was completed it looked as if ittale carried 
was stuck against the south side of the stub,'d for orna- 

and the hollow was plainly close to this edge.itiably con- 

With a glass I could see the feathers of the sit- being made 

ting bird through the side of the nest, After few hairs. 

incubation was well advanced there came alith success 
very windy spell of weather. After it was over’» especially 

the male was exceedingly active, adding mate-Ut or burnt 

rial to the north side of the structure. Plainly’es peculiar 

the winds had shown them that their domicileg from one 

was top heavy, and he was balasting it for fear deemed of 

a stronger gale might come and topple it over.‘hoppers to 

Last year this same nest was repaired and the the top and 

old hollow completely filled up, and a new one?ts- 

made on top and in the middle. lid of these 
be thickly 

hrubs seem 

gh the ma- 

o and one- 

ys coupled 

and made a) 

rch, but the | 

io not seem 

: in seems to 

be the proper place and here we met with best 

success. From a series of eight sets, taken on 

the island, before me, there is considerable vari- 

ation as to markings, the ground being inyari- 

ably white. 

No. 1. Contains four eggs, which are spotted 

No. 2. Contains four eggs, resembling num- 

ber one, having a few blotches of obscure lilac 

on the crown and minutely dotted with van- 

dyke. 

No.3. Contains four eggs, beautifully wreath- 
ed about the crown with reddish-brown dots 

and deeper blotches. 

No. 4. Contains three eggs, similar to number 

two, blotched more heavily with vandyke and 

umber. 

No 5. Contains three eggs, and is the coun- 

terpart of number one, the ring of vandyke 

being slightly more prominent. 

No. 6. Contains two eggs, blotched with ob- 

scure lilac about the crown, while the whole 

surface is flecked with reddish-brown. 

Nos. 7 and 8. Are handsome sets, containing 

four eggs each, being clouded on the crown 

with obseure lilac, and blotched, spotted and 

flecked with beautiful shades of brown. The 

wreath in these sets is not so clearly defined as 

in others. 

My veteran friend, Mr. Cheney, in a recent 

letter tells me that he found between twenty 

and thirty complete sets during his leisure 

hours this season. 

0.&0. XIl, Nov. 1887 Bb. /52-/63 

Some | 

| On the same day*he found two nests of 
Black and yellow Warblers, (Vendreca 

| Maculosa) both built in small firs three and 
| four feet from the ground and containing 

| four eggs partially incubated, 

( * pty o- 1851) 
317 Parle , Me 13. 

O+4 @. VAL. Woy. 182. p- Wg. 

chiefly about the crown with vandyke brown. [ 

Me Chasherlarn . 

Breeding of Dendroica maculosa in Western Pennsylvania.— While 

on a collecting trip in Butler and Armstrong Counties, Pennsylvania, in 

May, 1889, I had the good fortune to find the Magnolia Warbler nesting. 

DEVELOPMENT OF A BRoop OF BLACK-AND-YELLOW WARBLERS (Den- made inthe narrow valley—they are rarely a hundred 

dreca maculosa).—My co-laborer in this field, Mr. James W. Banks, desires )f the brooks emptying into Buffalo Creek, shontets 

me to record the result of some observations made by him last season, of 2 town of Freeport. On May 30 while STE 

the rapid growth of young Magnolia Warblers. On June 26, just at growth of young hemlock saplings, I found a nest 

dusk, a nest was discovered containing four eggs, which exhibited signs feet from the ground in the Gate Ge one of them, It 

of adyanced incubation, and early on the following morning one of the der, blackish, dead twigs ea fine weed-stems and 
chicks had freed itself from the shell, while the others were on their way 3- On June 1 the nest contained three eggs, and on 

out. When the nest was visited on July 1, the four chicks were partially nale on the nest in which how a fourth egg bad been 

fledged and on the fourth day of the month, or eight days from the time / place, and though I waited for her to return to it, in 

they were hatched, two of the brood had left the nest and the remaining complete the identification by shooting her as she flew 

pair were so large they almost filled it and were nearly in full feather. © refused to do so, and in company with her mate 

While Mr. Banks stood watching them one of the chicks jumped up on tbout until nightfall. On my return early the next 

the edge of the nest and fluttered off to a bush near by, and, a couple of & left the nest atmy approach, and a moment later lay 

hours later on, the nest was empty and the parent and brood were seen in samining her at my leisure, I saw pers 

an adjoining hedge.—MOoNTAGUE CHAMBERLAIN, SZ. Fohn, WV. B. 1, and when later I took the precaution to comipare the 

iption in Coues’s Key, it agreed in every particular.— 

|, Beaver, Beaver County, Penn. 16 
e iBPL, RB. 

A wreath of brown blotches encircles the base 

of each specimen. 

was no mistake 

Boll, N,O.9, 8,Anil, 1883.7. /7/. ThE, v 
AUS, Vial, Jams 



The Black and Yellow Warbler at 

Grand Manan. 

BY OHAS. H. ANDROS. 

This exquisite species (Dendroica maculosa) 

being one of the few for which we had made 

the island an objective point, it was my original 

intention to have devoted a separate article to 

its nidification, but being aware that the birds 

are comparatively well known, and the eggs 

represented in nearly every collection of size, 

I coneluded to give our experience in the sim- 

ple monographie form in which the others have 
been dealt with, reserving the privilege, how- 

ever, to speak briefly on the colorations and 

markings of a few of the sets taken. Hardly 
had our feet touched Dominion soil on our walk 

to Northern Head when the sweet song of the 
Black and Yellow was recognized, and was 

soon a familiar one to us, proceeding usually 

from some copse or brush clearing. Often this 

pleasing variation would spur us to efforts ex- 

traordinary when stumbling along over tangled 

brush and interlaced creepers in some execrable 

swamp, where the only other sound to break 

the monotony would be the occasional haw- 

haws of the Gull, or the far off whistle of the 

White-throat on the hills above. The precipi- 

tous walls which rise out of the waters of the 

Cove de Whale are probably nearly as high as 

any spot on the northern half of the island. 

Noy. 1887.] AND OOLOGIST. 183 

At a distance these towering cliffs present a 

most beautiful appearance, at one point strati- 

fied with geometric lines of perfect masonry 
and at others displaying the richest hues. On 

the eastern side of the inlet the land from the 

top of the cliffs rises gradually for perhaps two 

hundred yards, terminating in an abrupt ridge, 

which is kept up around North Head to Swal- 

low-tail Point, nearly two miles in all. he 

growth of this ridge differs from that of the 
plateaus above, the furze and juniper which at 

first predominate being gradually displaced by 

hemlock, with now and then a clump of birch, 

ash or alder, while spruces are scattered and 

intermixed with the prevailing hemlock. 

On the side of this ridge we found our first 

nest of the Magnolia on the 5th of June, which 

at that comparatively early date was first com- 

menced. ‘Che female had when first noticed a 

bit of catkin in her bill with which she flew to- 

ward us and disappeared among the birches 

beyond, A short search revealed the embryo 

domicile some three feet up in a spruce, which 

stood in the centre of a clump of hemlock. 

The soft material which the female carried 

when first noted was evidently used for orna- 

mentation only, the nest being invariably con- 

No. 2. Contains four eggs, resembling num- 

ber oue, having a few blotches of obscure lilac 

on the erown and minutely dotted with van- 

dyke. 

No.3. Contains four egg's, beautifully wreath- 

ed about the crown with reddish-brown dots 

and deeper blotches. 

No. 4. Contains three eggs, similar to number 

two, blotched more heavily with vandyke and 

umber, 

No 5. Contains three eggs, and is the coun- 

terpart of number one, the ring of vandyke 

being slightly more prominent, 

No. 6, Contains two eggs, blotched with ob- 
seure lilac about the crown, while the whole 

surface is Necked with reddish-brown. 

Nos. 7 and 8. Are handsome sets, containing 

four eggs each, being clouded on the crown 

with obscure lilac, and blotched, spotted and 

flecked with beautiful shades of brown. The 

wreath in these sets is not so clearly defined as 

in others. 

My veteran friend, Mr. Cheney, in a recent 

letter tells me that he found between twenty 

and thirty complete sets during his leisure 

hours this season. 

structed without regard to warmth, being made 

up of rootlets, dry grasses and a tew hairs. 

Not confined to high land we met with success 

where the ground was slightly fenny, especially 

where the heavy timber had been cut or burnt 

off, leaving the small stunted spruces peculiar 

to Northern New England, varying from one 

to seven or eight feet in height, and deemed of 

too little consequence by the wood choppers to 

cut. ‘They are thick and bunchy at the top and | 

afford ample protection for their nests. Some } 

of the burnt districts would be deyoid of these 

dwarf shrubs while others would be thickly 

dotted with the growth, The low shrubs seen) 

adapted to the liking of some, though the ma- 

jority prefer the height of from two and one- 

half to six feet, from our observations coupled | 

with those of Mr. Cheney. Ross’ Island made a_ 

good showing after a morning’s search, but the | 

other islets which fringe the coast do not seem 

favorable to its nidification; the main seems to 

be the proper place and here we met with best 

success. From a series of cight sets, taken on 

the island, before me, there is considerable vari- 

ation as to markings, the ground being invari- 

ably white. 

No. 1. Contains four eggs, which are spotted 

0,.&O. X11, Nov. 1887 p. /52-/£3 

On the same day*he found two nests of 
Black and yellow Warblers, (endrwca 

Maeulosa) both built in small firs three and 
four feet from the ground and containing 

| four eges partially incubated. 

(peal &- (5¥1) 
31: Pobms N13, 

O40. Vil. 

chiefly about the crown with vandyke brown. ° 

A wreath of brown blotches encircles the base 

of each specimen. 
z 

Breeding of Dendroica maculosa in Western Pennsylvania.—While 

on a collecting trip in Butler and Armstrong Counties, Pennsylvania, in 

May, 1880, I had the good fortune to find the Magnolia Warbler nesting. 

DEVELOPMENT OF A BrRoop OF BLACK-AND-YELLOW WARBLERS (Dez- made inthe narrow valley—they are rarely a hundred 

dreca maculosa).—My co-laborer in this field, Mr. James W. Banks, desires )f the brooks emptying into Buffalo Creek, AOU Sx 

me to record the result of some observations made by him last season, of 2 town of Freeport. On May 30, while rummaging 

the rapid growth of young Magnolia Warblers. On June 26, just at growth of young hemlock saplings, I found a nest 

dusk, a nest was discovered containing four eggs, which exhibited signs feet from the ground in the midst of one of them. It 

of advanced incubation, and early on the following morning one of the der, blackish, dead twigs with fine weed-stems and 

chicks had freed itself from the shell, while the others were on their way 

out, 

an adjoining hedge.—MonTaGur CHAMBERLAIN, S/. Fohn, NV. B. 

Al 

x. OnJune1 the nest contained three eggs, and on 

When the nest was visited on July 1, the four chicks were partially nale on the nest in which now a fourth egg had een 

fledged and on the fourth day of the month, or eight days from the time 7 place, and though [ waited for her to return to it, in 

they were hatched, two of the brood had left the nest and the remaining complete the identification by shooting her as she flew 

pair were so large they almost filled it and were nearly in full feather. © refused to do so, and in company with her mate 

While Mr. Banks stood watching them one of the chicks jumped up on tbout until nightfall. On my return eatly the next 

the edge of the nest and fluttered off to a bush near by, and, a couple of © left the nest atmy approach, and a moment leah lay 

hours later on, the nest was empty and the parent and brood were seen in samining her at my leisure, I saw there was no mistake 

8,Apil. 1888, p. 

;, and when later I took the precaution to compare the 

iption in Coues’s Key, it agreed in every particular.— 

), Beaver, Beaver County, Penn. 

i : Li. ay, 132] 9 (16. 
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A Series of Eggs of Dendrceca 

Maculosa. 

BY J. P. N. 

The eggs of the beautiful Black and Yellow 

or Magnolia Warbler, (Dendraca maculosa) pre- 

sent afar greater variation when seen in a large 

series than would be supposed. In size, ground 

color and markings they show great differences. 
The number, however, would appear to be al- 

ways four. Many of the eggs are very beauti- 

ful, and the markings are often much heavier 

than those of most species of warblers. 

In the following paper an attempt is made to 

describe a series of twenty-four sets, all of 

which are of undoubted authenticity. The 

whole series were collected at Grand Manan, 

N. B., by a veteran collector, who has prob- 

ably taken more sets of warbler’s eggs than 

any man living. 

The measurements are all in hundreths of 

inches. 

Set I. June 16, 1885. Foureggs. Very faint 

grayish white ground color. One of the eggs 

almost unmarked save for a very few lilac dots 

and streaks. A second has only a few reddish 

brown specks. The third has the spottings 

more distinct; while the fourth has a few lar- 

ger spots, but the effect of the whole set is of a 

more unmarked appearance than any others of 

the series: .63 x .52; .62x.515 .63x.51; .63 x.53. 

Set II. June 15, 1886. Four eggs. White, 

marked with lilac and light reddish brown 

spots and streaks: .64x 47; .65x48; .66x.49; 

64 x 49, 

Set II. June 8, 1885. Four eggs. Light 

creamy white, delicately marked with strag- 

gling lines and spots of reddish brown, some- 

what after the manner of eggs of the genus 

Icterus. his style of markings seems to be 

rather unusual for Dendreca maculosa: .66x 

49; .67x .50; .67x.49; .77x.50. ‘The last des- 

cribed egg of this set is very curious, as apart 

from the fact of its measuring a tenth of an 

inch longer than usual, it is very pointed and is 
shaped like some specimens of Hirundo erythro- 

gastra. ‘To add to its peculiarity nearly all the 

markings are clustered around the smaller end. 

Set IV. June 24, 1885. Four eggs. Creamy 

white, and much more glossy than usual for 

this species. Marked with small reddish brown 

and lilac specks and spots, mostly at the larger 

ends: .60 x .49; .60x .49; .58 x.49; .60x.49. 

Set V. June 13, 1885. Four eggs. Creamy 

white speckled with lilac and brownish red, 

chiefly at the greater ends: .56x48; .59x .48; 

59x 453; .56x.47. 

Set VI. June 18, 1887. Four eggs. Faint 

grayish white, marked with lilac and reddish 

brown spots more heavily at the greater ends. 

In one of the eggs the lilac is entirely wanting, 

the spots are much heavier, and they are all of 

a reddish brown: .60x.50; .63x .49; .65x.48; 

62x .49. 

Set VII. June 9, 1885. Four eggs. Dull 

white, speckled with lilac and reddish brown, 

more closely near the larger ends: .67 x .47; .66 

x47; .67x.45; .67x.47. This set very closely 

resembles an undoubted set of Dendreca dis- 

color collected near Savannah, Georgia, by Mr. 

Tt. D. Perry. 

Set VILL. June 18,1887. Four eggs. White, 
speckled and spotted (mainly near the larger 

ends) with reddish brown and lilac. The mark- 

ings form wreaths: .67x.49; .65x.50; .66x 

A9; .65 x 49. 

Set IX. June 15, 1885. Four eggs. Pure 

white, spotted at the greater ends with reddish 

brown and lilac: .63x.52; .62x.51; .61x.48; 

62x .51. 

Set X. June 17, 1885. Four eggs. Light 

creamy white, spotted with two shades of red- 

dish brown, (one of them darker than the 

other) and also with a few lilac dots. The 

markings form an indistinct circle near the 

greater ends: .70x.49; .68x.47; .70x.49; .68 

x 49. 

Copyright, 1887, by F. H. CARPENTER and F. B. WEBSTER. 



Wilipge dime Lig a Mana apn hay the Cele Wave og 
; Weng 21-22, /892. 

2 Ey SERIO matuilera ! Ores wa: 

fenmegrcne 
Bal. N,O.d 

4, July, LOB 8e ys. W/o 





Darna WV. Fh wn 9, 

fa 11, Ponncl (Brrcks, 
SME IY Den Tas y- 

250. Dendroica cerulea. CrrunEan Warpier.— Rare spring migrant. 

I have the records of three males, May 24, 1890, May 20, 1893, and May 11, 

1897; besides these there are four or five other local specimens, including 
a pair in the museum of Toronto University, taken in 1856. 
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Dendroica rara. 

Ad.male, taken at Worcester, Mass., May 21, 1882, by 

Mr.H.L.Rand, taxidermist in same city, and by him skinned 

and mounted. The§ was at the time of the famous Warbler flight. 

Mr.Reed of Worcester sold the bird tren Mr.Rand's collection 

to a party in New York City. The address is lost ai he bird 

cannot be traced. Mr.dohn A Farley of Malden has seen the 

bird. The above information is partly from a letter on file 

it¢tan be anda 4 + written by H.L.Rand to J.A.Farley who gave it to Mr.Brewster, 

ag Lon es ee ae LA MER 
and partly from what Mr.Farley told when he called at the 

Museum, Mareh 14, 1902. 

Shag h Min, 7725. 
Massachusetts Bird Notes.— Florida ceerulea. An immature male in 

the white plumage was shot in Stoughton, Mass., by a Mr. Berry, Aug. 22, 

1908. The bird was mounted by E. R. Adams of Canton, to whom Tam 

indebted for the record, and is now in the collection of F. H. Kennard. 

Auk 26, Aprl902 Be /F7¢Y 
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and mounted. 
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from what Mr.Farley told when he called at the 

Museum, Mareh 14, 1902. 

Sliagh Win, 77255. 

Massachusetts Bird Notes.— Florida ceerulea. 

the white plumage was shot in Stoughton, Mass., by a Mr. Berry, Aug. 22, 

1908. The bird was mounted by H. R. Adams of Canton, to whom I am 

indebted for the record, and is now in the collection of F. H. Kennard. 

Auk 26, Apr-1900.De /97¢ 

An immature male in 



Cawlthre Veratler 

[Albion grate RA] 

Doubts still existing in some quarters 

(see New England Bird Life, Part I, pp. 

129-130,) as to the Blue Warbler having 

been taken in New England, I am induced 

to present my own testimony on the sub- 

ject. May 22, 1879, was one of those soft, 

mild mornings which are so favorable for 

fresh arrivals. Throwing aside the quill, I 

made a dash for the nearest woods with 

those feelings so common to a counting- 

room naturalist—“anywhere for anything.” 

T soon found myself in what is known as 

the Albion Grove—on the outskirts of the 

village of the same name—some five miles 

from Pawtucket. My attention was soon 

attracted to the unusual numbers of the 

Blue Yellow-backs, (Parula Americana.) 

Every tree seemed alive with them. Step- 

ping into an opening, a flock of perhaps 

twenty came darting past. The tempta- 

tion was too much. In the mechanical act 

of firing the peculiar appearance of one 

was the magnet that attracted its fate. 

As I picked it up, the first impression was 

that I had the female of the Black-and- 

white Warbler, (Iniotilta varia,) but close 

examination convinced me that I had 

something new. Though badly shattered, 

T carefully preserved and mounted it. It 

is now in my collection marked “ Cerulean 

Warbler—male.” Comparing it with some 

fine skins that I have received from Messrs. 

Rathbun & Wright, I find the markings 

are exceptionally well defined, but the 

plumage much darker—rather inclined to 

slate than blue. Few of our amateur col- 

lectors would have saved a bird in the same 

condition. In this connection, I would 

suggest to the readers of the O. and O.— 

gave any specimen that attracts attention | 

ag unusual, no matter in what condition. 

Tf only the head, wings and feet are pre- 

served—they may lead to an identification 
ae + id 2 ve 

that will be of al qte tga poslag 
AppiTionAL CAPTURE OF THE Ca#RULEAN WARBLER IN NEw 

Eneianp.— Through the kindness of Mr. Charles M. Carpenter of 

Providence, R. I., I am enabled to record a second specimen of Dendreca 

cerulea, taken near Cumberland Hill, R.I., May 22, 1878. The Warbler 

was a male, and was in company with a flock of Blue Yellow-backed War- 

b'ers when shot. The first specimen recorded for New England was taken 

at, Suffield, Conn , June 12, 1875, by Mr. E. I. Shores, and is now in his 

collection. Dr. Brewer, in his “ Additions to his. Catalogue of the Birds 

of New England,” * includes this record, and says: “This Western species 

is said to have been taken at Suffield, Conn. I therefore venture to add this 

bird to my list, though not without much hesitation.” The doubt thus ex- 

pressed by Dr. Brewer is entirely unnecessary, as the specimen was 

thoroughly identified. — Ruruvun Drang, Cambridge, Mass. 

* Proc, Boston Soc. Nat. Hist., Vol. XIX, 1878, p. 303. 

Bull. N.O.0. 4, July, 1879, p. /£4'e 



Distribution of New England Birds.- 
A Keply to Dr,Brewer. .A. Purdie. 
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Bull, N.O.C. 2, Jan,,1877.p, /Y- 

’ Some Birds of Rare or Accidental Oc- 

currence in New England. H.-A» Purdie 

4. Dendreeca cerulea. Biur Warsier. — A male was obtained by 

Mr. Shores at Suffield, June 12,1875. This species and Polioptila cerulea 

though previously recorded as occurring in New England, have not ieee 

recently taken here. 

Bull. N.O,O. 2, Jan.,1877. p. 21 

Dendroica czrulea at Seymour, Connecticut.—On May 10, 1888, I shot 

a fine adult female Cerulean Warbler from a flock of Parula Warblers 

with which it seemed to be associating. The locality was dry and 

somewhat elevated, with a growth of high hard-wood trees and but little 

underbrush. With its companions, the bird kept chiefly among the top- 

most branches where I watched it for twenty minutes until, leaving the 

Parulas, it gradually descended into the lower branches to some fourteen 

feet from the ground, when I shot it. 

It measured: length 4.60, spread of wings 7.55 inches. Its stomach 

contained insects only. The largest ova in the ovary were about the size 

of No. 12 shot.—EpwIn H. Eames, Seymour, Conn. 

Auk, V, Oct,, 1888, p. Y3/-32L 



I. 

My first acquaintance with this neat and 

pretty little Warbler was made one day 

in August, at the beginning of the Fall 

migration, a number of years ago. In 

company with my friend, Mr. F. 8. Wright, 

I was collecting a few birds in a small 

piece of oak and chestnut woods near 

Auburn. He, while looking at the tops of 

some of the larger trees, espied a Warbler, 

which, on shooting, proved to be a good 

male of this species. It was the first that 

either of us had ever seen, but we knew 

what it was; and very pretty it looked as 

he held it in his hand. After duly admir- 

ing it, the bird was carefully put away in 

my friend’s collecting basket. During the 

next half hour we shot four more, all of 

which were of the same sex as the first; 

and when the time arrived for us to go 

home, we were more than pleased with our 

day’s success. Since then both of us have 

very often met with the Blue Warbler; for 

it has proved to be a regular Summer resi- 

dent in our locality. Arriving from the 

South during the second or third week in 

May, according to the mildness of the 

season, one is quickly aware of its pres- 

ence somewhere near by, from hearing’ its 

peculiar song. In order to see the bird, 

you need to look near the tops of the largest 

trees ; for this species is eminently a tree 

Warbler in every sense of the word. Dur- 

ing rainy weather it will be found nearer 

the ground, following its insect food wher- 

ever it goes. But on a bright, pleasant 

morning high in the treetops will you hear 

it singing. I have found these birds most 

i] | 
\| doubt that the Blue Warbler breeds with 

us, but I have neyer heard of its nest 

being found near here. This is not sur- 

prising, for from what we read of its nest- 

ing habits—the nest being built well up in 

large trees, and generally saddled on a 

limb—they must be very hard to find. 

On Howland’s Island, in the Seneca 

River and about eleven miles distant from 

Auburn, you can find this species quite 

abundant throughout the breeding season. 

Here, as elsewhere, their favorite haunts 

seem to be in the tall trees in the swampy 

parts of the island, or in the equally as 

heavy timber along the river's sides. And 

in the larger trees do they undoubtedly 

rear their young. Let one go to this local- 

ity on a warm day in May, and almost 

everywhere can a male bird be heard sing- 

ing. This song once heard can be easily 

remembered, for the ending is long drawn 

out, and of a buzzing sound. The female 

bird is hard to see, and is seldom shot; at 

least such seems to be my experience. No 

doubt, because it lacks the song of the 

male and utters only the common chip of 

most of our Warblers. I have met with 

this bird, wherever I have been in our 

County, and at any time from the middle 

of May into the Summer. It seems to be 

quite eyenly distributed in this section, 

but will be found more common in such 

places as I haye named. It remains with 

us until about the last of August, and by 

the 10th of September all the residents 

and migrants seem to have departed, for I 

have never seen it after that date. Then 

must we patiently await the coming of 

another Spring ere it again puts in an ap- 

pearance among us.—sS. #. Rathbun, Au- 
burn, NV. ¥. 0.&0, 1X, Mar.1g84., 26 

Dutcher, Rare Long Island Birds, 
Dendroica czrulea. CrERULEAN WARBLER.—There is a fine 

I} specimen of this species in full breeding plumage, which Mr. Akhurst 
in the vicinity of Crow Hill, 

abundant in wet woods, where the swamp 

ash and elms grow to a good height. Al- 

though this seems to be its favorite place, 

it may also be found sparingly in the dry 

woods with other Warblers. 
rarely the case however. 

male 

shot | 
where the Kings County Penitentiary now 

stands. There is no date attached to the specimen, nor can Mr. Akhurst | 
| recollect when it was secured; it is the only one he ever obt 

X 
ained on! 

| Long Island. This is more 

There is no 
Auk 

Birds of Oneida County, New York, 
Hgbert Bagg. 

Dendroica cerulea.—A fine male in full plumage was taken at Clinton, 
May 9g, 18go. 

Auk XI, April. 1894 p, 163 

se too BF Wig Rho Puls, 70s oft 
3. Dendroeca ceerulea, (Wilson) Baird. I secured a fine male of this’ 

beautiful species, near my residence, May 17, 1875. 

Elgar QA. PPlewrnes. 

Bull, N.O,C, 3, Jan,,1878.p, WE. 



Breeding of the Cerulean Warbler (Dendroica cerulea) in Niagara 

County, New York.—On May 30. 1888, while passing through a large wood, 

T noticed a nest ona fork of a horizontal limb of a small basswood tree, 

which I took to be the nest of the Least Flycatcher (2mpzdonax MLNTIUS ) « 

I also saw a pair of birds in a large tree, near the one containing the nest, 

but I was unable to identify them. On June SI found the bird on the nest, 

and on its leaving I shot it and was surprised to find that it was a female 

Dendroica cerulea. The nest contained three eggs when secured, but one 

or two fell from the nest when the bird left it. Incubation was nearly com- 

plete, and it was with difficulty that I succeeded in saving two good speci- 

mens and the broken shell of the third. I did not succeed in securing the 

male, butan hour before in another piece of woods half a mile distant I 

had shot by mistake another male of this species, which was also a surprise, 

as I had found but two of this species during ten years’ collecting in this 

County, and they were both male birds, taken May to, 1882, and May 11, 

1883, and not over ten rods apart. I had come to the conclusion that they 

were to be found here only during migration, and rarely then. On 

leaving the woods after securing this nest, we passed into an old pasture 

lot or clearing in which were a few small trees left standing, and while 

digging out a set of four eggs of the Yellow-bellied Sapsucker (Sphyra- 

picus varius) I noticed another pair of D. cerulea, and on watching them 

found they were building a nest ina small basswood, also on the fork of 

a horizontal limb, about twenty feet from the ground and eight feet out 

from the trunk. I am so particular in describing the position of these 

nests, as in ‘North American Birds,’ Baird, Brewer and Ridgway, Vol. I, 

p- 236, Audubon is quoted as finding one “ placed in the forks of a low 

tree or bush, partly pensile, projecting a little above the twigs to which it 

is attached, and extending below them nearly two inches,” while these are 

placed on the top of the limb, which is from one half to three quarters of 

an inch in diameter, and the nest does not extend below the centre. ive 

dimensions of the nest are outside two and a half inches across by two 

inches deep, inside one and seven eighths by one and a quarter inches. 

Audubon is also quoted as saying, ‘‘ The eggs are five in number, of a 

pure white with a few reddish spots about the larger end,” while these 

are bluish white with a wreath of reddish brown and lilac spots about the 

larger end, and small brown dots over the whole egg. The dimensions 

of the two saved are .7o X .52 and .71 X .52 inches. I sent the male and 

female D. cerulea to Dr. A. K. Fisher, of Washington. On June 23 I 

secured the second nest and eggs, also the female, but did not succeed in 

finding the male. The nest contained three eggs, also one egg of the 

Cowbird. These eggs are not as large as the first, measuring only 

.64 X .50, 63 X .49, -64 X .soinches. The general color is the same, but 

the wreath about the large end is not as distinct. The nests are made of 

the fibre of the thistle and sparingly covered with lichens, and lined with a 

brown hair-like substance that I do not know the name of. On June 301 

found another nest in a piece of woods about one mile from where I took 

the others, but it was too high to be secured, and from the action of the 

female I concluded it contained young. On July 41 secured three adult 

birds, one male and two females, also three young; all but one female 

were taken within twenty rods of where I secured the two nests and eggs. 

One female and two young were sent to Dr. A. K. Fisher, and one male 

and female and one young were sent to the Smithsonian Institution. 

July 7 I visited the same place and saw another brood of three young 

which seemed to be able to fly as well as the adults, although the old 

birds were feeding them; I did not try to secure any of these. July 14 1 

could not find one of this species at the same place. July 21 I founda late 

brood, but secured only the adult female and one young which I sent to 

the American Museum of Natural History, New York City, at the request 

of Mr. J. A. Allen. All the young of this species taken resemble the adult 

female with the exception that they have yellowish downy feathers on the 

breast and edge of wing. 
On July 28 Lagain visited the same place, but did not see a Blue War 

bler and came to the conclusion that they had moved southward. 

In ‘North American Birds’ Dr. Brewer says that he has been informed 

that this species ‘t abounds and breeds in the vicinity of Niagara Falls,” 

although he does not say that any nests or eggs were secured, and as he 

also says ‘little is known of its breeding habits,” I have here been more 

explicit in regard to my observations than I otherwise should have been.— 

J. L. Davison, Lockport, Niagara County, N. te 

Auk, V, Oct,, 1888, p. YIO-3f, 



Bed NAA fr. Geek Ves Zak, 
Dendroica cerulea. CrERULEAN WARBLER. —June 24, 1898, Mr. Maxon 

found these birds to the number of 25 or more inhabiting a piece of woods 

about five miles south of Oneida. He secured three specimens. In June, 

1899, he found them in the same place and took two more. We had one 
previous record from Clinton. | 

be Bia KY, 

Auk, XVII, April, ee ,P. nee 
a 
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24. Dendroica rara. CERULEAN WARBLER.—‘“‘Rare summer resi- 

dent,” etc. There are earlier records than Mr. Embody’s. See Auk, XVII, 

178, 1900, where is recorded the discovery of a colony on the Stockbridge 

West Hill. I have often visited this colony. As late as July 22 (1902) 

many of the birds were still in song. Mr. Miller has taken a single 

specimen at Peterboro. 

Notes Fee Western New York. 

Maurice C.Blake,Hanover,N.H. 

Dendroica cerulea.— Mr. F. T. Antes and I observed a male of this 

species at Canandaigua, May 14, 1906. Though this warbler breeds 

locally in neighboring counties, I believe this is the first Ontario County 
record. I observed two at Victor, Ontario County, on May 22, 1906. 

Auk, 24,Apr.,1907,D. 225° 



NESTING HABITS OF THE CERULEAN WARBLER. 

BY W. E. SAUNDERS. 

SoME years ago, while on a short walking trip through the west- 

ern peninsula of Ontario, I located a woods in which the Cerulean 

Warbler (Dendroica cerulea) was exceedingly common. Ever 

since, I have wished for an opportunity to visit that locality in 

early May that I might make their acquaintance in the house- 

keeping season and perhaps get a few nests. Near London, 

only 60 or 70 miles farther east, they average uncommon, and near 

Toronto they are seldom seen. 

On May 16, 1900, I got back near the place and in a day’s hunt 

succeeded in finding two pieces of woodland where they were 

common, and though there appeared to be as yet no sign of nest 

ing we noticed a female, leisurely feeding and hopping around in 

a tree in front of us. By the time we were ready to move, she 

had covered two or three trees so often that we felt sure her nest 

was in one of them and we got on opposite sides of the clump of 

trees to watch her. Then it began to dawn on us why we had 

met with so little success in the morning, for it kept us both busy 

to keep track of the little greenish bird traveling high up among 

the green leaves. However, after a half hour or so she disap- 

peared in a place where one watcher would not have been able to 

guess at her whereabouts, but to the other, she was easy, and two 

steps to one side revealed the nest. A climb of forty-five feet in 

a leaning basswood reached the nest, which contained one egg 

only, but as we were not very sanguine of finding more we took 
it. 

We then decided to hunt together, and the difficulty was solved. 
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] Kir«woop, Cerulean Warbler in Maryland. 

es cates for one of a bird which was taken at 

Massachusett: ay 23, 1891, by a young son 9 r. Charles K. 

Reed, the well-known taxidermist. Mr, R d mounted the bird 

and afterwards sold it to ohn EB; Thayer in whose collection, 

at Lancaster, Massachusetts,i ; been for some time. A few 

months since, Mr. Thayér, learning tha was anxious to obtain 

a New England-€xample of the Barn Owl, trast generously sent 

orcester bird with his compliments. ‘TWexspecimen, a 

THE CERULEAN WARBLER (DENDROICA CH4RU- 

LEA) AS A 'SUMMER RESIDENT IN 

BALTIMORE COUNTY, MARYLAND. 

BY FRANK COATES KIRKWOOD, 

Asa live bird the Cerulean Warbler was unknown to me until 

June rr, 1899. That year they were noted until August 15, and 

a nest supposed to be of this species was found. In 1900 it was 

carefully watched for and recorded from April 29 to August 19, 

and a nest with four eggs was collected on June ro. 

Ravenshurst farm, where I have spent nearly every Sunday 

and occasionally other days for the last twelve years, is situated 

at the head of Dulany’s Valley in Baltimore County and is thirteen 

miles N. N. E. from the centre of Baltimore City. The house 

stands at an elevation of 480 feet above tide-water and a sharp 

declivity in front of it gives an uninterrupted view of the entire 

length of the valley (lowest point 170 feet above tide), with Tow- 

son, seven miles from Baltimore City, on the horizon at the other 

end, on an elevation of about 500 feet. Near Towson, ata similar 

elevation, is the point, where Mr. J. Hall Pleasants on July 14, 

1893, collected the adult and immature male birds recorded in 

“The Auk’ (Vol. X, 1893, p. 372). This remained as our only 

Maryland Record until the present. 

My experience during the last two summers leads me to sup- 

pose that the species has a decided preference for high open 



138. Kirxwoop, Cerulean Warbler in Maryland. foal 

woods clear of underbrush, and if this is so it would account for 

the scarceness of the species. Between our orchard and the pike, 

extending a considerable distance, is a strip of original growth 

timber, about 150 feet wide, from which the underbrush has been 

cleared, while across the pike is a large tract of woods. On the 

other side of the orchard, about one eighth of a mile distant from 

the strip mentioned, is another piece of woods from which the 

hogs have cleared the underbrush. ‘his also has considerable 

woods in its original state, on one side. It is in these two pieces 

of woods that the birds have summered. The trees are principally 

chestnuts, with oaks, hickorys, tulip trees, etc. 

The following items are taken verbatim from my pocket note- 

book and were made with the aid of a strong field-glass. Had the 

birds been round previously I assuredly would have known it, but 

my first note is as follows: 

June 4, 1899. In gate woods, hear a strange warbler song but fail 

to see bird. 

June r1. In company with Mr. F. A. Saunders, who is visiting 

me, the strange song of the 4th is identified as that of the 

Cerulean. We heard it in the woods west of the pike and in 

response to our ‘squeaking’ the bird came within twenty-five 

feet of us, perching on a bare branch. We then kept quiet 

and it leisurely hunted the lower branches of the tree for about 

ten minutes, occasionally singing. Subsequently we heard 

the song of this species in three or four different parts of 

the woods, but whether the same individual or not we could 

not say. 

June 18, One singing in gate woods. It seemed to prefer the 

bare or dead twigs of the lower branches of the trees some 

twenty-five to forty feet up. During the forenoon it sang 

incessantly with its feathers fluffed out. From 4.20 P. M. 

to dusk heard it off and on. Once while it was singing some 

short distance off I was watching another sitting silent ona _ 

dead twig with its feathers fluffed out. 

During the forenoon in the gate woods a female Redstart was 

observed pulling material out of a nest saddled on a chestnut 

branch. Investigation showed a warbler’s nest of some kind | 

ready for eggs, but it was not a Redstart’s, and no other bird was 
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seen near it though it was watched for a long time. It was 

placed on lowest branch but one, five feet out from tree and 

thirty-five feet, eight inches up from ground. It was completely 

gone on 25th. 

June 25. See one singing in different trees in gate woods. 

Once it dressed its feathers, sitting on a dead twig and sing 

ing all the time, otherwise it was hunting slowly like a Worm- 

eating Warbler. It would sing for about twenty minutes = 

then fly off, and we could not locate it until it started to sing 

again. On one occasion while watching it singing, heard 

another about one hundred yards off. 

2. Singing as I enter gate woods ; it stopped at 10.18 A. M., 

flew to another tree, sang a few times and stopped. Com- 

menced again at r1.04 and sang eight minutes, when it came 

down from branches to a nearly rotten stump not vind 

feet high and hunted round it for several minutes, then flying 

off. Sings again from rz.3x for ten minutes (42.15 to 

12.45 in house for dinner). Do not hear it again until 5.45 

p, M., it then sings right along to 6.15, when I go to supper. 

July 3. At 9.15 A. M. sings several times ; 9-25, sings four or hive 

times, 9.31 started and sings nineteen minutes. It then flies 

from top of one high chestnut to another and chased a Geld- 

finch out of sight. A few minutes later it was singing again 

and kept on incessantly, first in one tree then in another 

until I get a stiff neck and leave at 11 A. M. 

July 4. Sang from 9.21 A. M. for eighteen minutes; and from 9-59 

for seven minutes. Do not hear it again until 7.27 P. M, 

when it sang for twelve minutes; later it sang off and on 

until 7.32, when I heard last song for the day. ; 

July 9. See one, with only slight indications of a collar on either 

side. Singing off and on all day in gate woods. 

July 16. 9.46 A. M., Sang for about twenty minutes ; rather more 

sluggish than usual. 

July 27. Singing in pig woods. 

July 30. One sings eight to ten times in woods west of pike near 

point where it was first seen on June 11. 

Aug. ro. One singing in pig woods. 

Aug. 13. One singing in pig woods. 
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Aug. 15. One singing in gate woods, 

Apr. 29, 1900. One singing on bare branch of apple tree; 

finally flies into pig woods. 

May 6. Watch one singing in pig woods and hear another at 

same time; later hear one in gate woods where it is also sing- 
ing in afternoon, 

May 7. One singing at house this morning. 

May 13. Two singing at once in pig woods. See pair, male and 

female, in gate woods. 

May 20. Forenoon singing in pig woods; afternoon singing in 

gate woods. 

May 27. While watching male singing as it flies after female in 

pig woods, hear another singing in the distance. 

June 3. Forenoon singing in pig woods; about noon singing in 

gate woods; afternoon don’t Hear it at all. 

June 4. One singing in pig woods. 

June ro. Hear one singing in gate woods and in a minute 

or two see it chasing a female Redstart round top of a low 

oak, jerking out its song all the time. Happening to look 

directly overhead, see nest on lowest branch of a tulip tree, 

and going to one side seefemale on nest; 3 P. M., one singing 

in gate woods; a little later one singing in pig woods, 

June 17. One singing in pig woods. 

June 18. One singing in pig woods. 

June 20. Two singing at once, nearly all day, in pig woods. 

July 15. Watch one singing in pig woods and hear another at 
same time. 

Aug. rg. See two or three and hear two or three others singing 

immature or imperfect (?) songs in pig woods. 

I have given the above memoranda verbatim as made at the 

time and it will be noted that only twice was the species found in 

the dense woods. This does not prove that they may not have 

been there often enough, only that I did not observe them there, 

while I was almost certain to find them in either one or other of 
the two open pieces. 

In habits this bird considerably resembles the Worm-eating 

Warbler, being rather slow and sedate in its movements. It will 

also sit for long periods motionless and silent, on a dead twig 
( 
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under the branches proper of the high trees. Here it also to a 

considerable extent does its hunting. Its song is so distinctive 

that after being once recognized it can never be confused with 

that of any other bird. Although recognizing the impossibility of 

portraying bird songs, I venture on the following which, however, is 

AKA—aas~ = 
wechchch ch we je je je 

not very satisfactory. It also gives its song in a low tone as if it 

whispered it, and unless the bird is carefully watched the observer 

might be led to believe that he heard a second bird singing in the 

distance. I have watched a bird sing thus between each regular 

song, at other times it would not give it at all, or only occasionally, 

while on two or three occasions I heard it given for quite a while 

to the exclusion of the regular song, and quite often have heard 

it given two or three or even more times in succession between 

regular songs. 

The nest found on June 18, 1899, could not at that time be 

definitely stated to be a Cerulean’s, as only the Redstart that 

demolished it was seen at it. It was, however, an exact counter- 

part of the nest collected on June 10, 1900. This latter nest 

contained four eggs, very slightly incubated. Their ground color 

is a pale grayish with a slight bluish cast, marked with pale red- 

dish specks and spots, nearly all being on the larger end. One 

egg, however, has also some fairly large blotches of a much lighter 

reddish round the girth. Underlying this on the larger ends of 

all are lilac spots of different shades. 

The nest is made of brown bark fibre, with some fine grass 

stems among it, and is finished inside with a few black horse- 

hairs. Outside it is finished with gray shreds of bark, spider 

web, and a few small fragments of newspaper that had been water- 

soaked. It measured, inside 13 inches across by 1 inch deep; 

outside 24 inches across. As the branch sloped, one part of the 

rim is within # of an inch of it, while the opposite part is 13 inches 

above it, the material comes down on one side of branch to 24 

inches below the rim. On this side a tiny twig arches out from 

branch and extending to the rim is imbedded in the nest, and the 

leaves which grew from its top shaded the nest. On the other 

side the material merely came down to the branch, which meas- 
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ured one inch in diameter at this point. Just clear of the nest 

on the lower side a twig one half an inch in diameter slopes away 

from the nest but does not support it in any way. The end of 

the branch was broken off, as often occurs with the tulip tree, 

and the nest was placed near this end, 15 feet out from the tree 

and 48 feet 6 inches up from ground. There was but one branch 

growing lower on this tree and it was on the other side, so that 

there was a clear space between the nest and the ground. The 

nest would answer in every particular for the original of the one 

described on page 360 of the October, 1900, number of ‘The 

Auk,’ collected in western Ontario by Mr. W. E. Saunders, whose 

brother was with me when I first identified this species. 

oril., 1 , Dips IZT-14A 

TWO RACES OF THE VARIED THRUSH. 

BY JOSEPH GRINNELL. 

Hesperocichla nevia neevia (Gmelin) Ridgway. 

Turdus »evius GMELIN, Systema Nature, Tom. I, 1788), p: fe 

Fesperocicina nevia RIDGWAY, Proc. U. S. Nat. Mus., fol. III, 1880, 

p» 166. 

Type, 2 ad., No. y 2, 1896; collected 

by J. Grinnell. 

Description — Back, Scapulars and rump X#istre; upper tail-coverts 

Surface of tail dark Prout’s 

fmmy brown abruptly outlined 

posteriorly against the color of Dark parts of outer surface of 

closed wing seal brown; tips of Axeater and middle wing-coverts, and 

spot composed of outer webs ofprimaries near their base, tawny ochrace- 

ous; edging of outer webs terminal third of primaries and secondaries 

hazel. Foreneck tawny,/rightest laterally 0 malar region; lores and 

auriculars same as top%t head, perhaps slightly g cayish; feathers of auric- 

ulars with narrow g¢hraceous shaft-streaks ; longitudinal stripe from above 

eye along uppersfargin of auriculars,.and spot on lowexeyelid ochraceous ; 

complete pegforal band raw umber; remainder of under parts poste- 

rior from/ pectoral band tawny ochraceous; feathers Of sides with 

crescensShaped tips of light sepia; flanks nearly uniform light\epia with 

a perceptible raw umber tinge; middle of belly white with a famt buffy 



Nesting of the Cerulean Warbler (Dendroica cwrulea) in Beaver 

County, Pennsylvania.—This species, reported to be exceedingly rare in 

raost sections, is here common as a migrant and tolerably common as a 

summer resident. (But compare, in this connection, Wheaton, fer Coues, 

Birds of the Northwest, p. 233.) It has not as yet/been found in Butler 

and Armstrong Counties. In the breeding season it is partial to high, 

open, oak woods, as well as to low, d mp; beech woodland, in which 

places I often see five or six pairs in the course of as many hours’ walk. 

Inhabiting as it does the terminal foliage of the highest forest trees, it 

would easily be overlooked even by the most careful of observers, 

were it not for the peculiar notes of the male, which are readily 

distinguished from those of any other Warbler, and which suftice to dis- 

close its presence. I can scarcely describe this song, beyond saying that 

it is a genuine Warbler song, and that its last notes somewhat resemble 

the ‘drumming’ of our locust (Czcada) ; but once heard it is not apt to be 

forgotten. 

It was with these facts in mind that on May 24, 1890, I determined to 

put my previous experience toa test in finding the nest of the species, 

Proceeding to a patch of woodland in which I had previously located two 

pairs, I quickly discovered one of the males, and in the course of half an 

hour his mate appeared, whereupon I transferred my attention to her. 

After an hour's patient watching she at last was seen to go to her nest, 

which was thus discovered to be saddled on the fork of a horizontal 

branch of a certain kind of tree, far out from the trunk, and fully 50 feet 

from the ground. The only way it could possibly be reached was by 

climbing a tall, slim butternut tree adjacent, thus enabling one to scoop 

out the eggs by means of a net attached to the end of a pole. However, 

on May 26 the plan was successfully carried out, though not without con- 

siderable risk ; in addition the nest was secured and the female bird shot, 

thus putting the identification beyond question. The mal came about 

at the time, but apparently manifested little concern. 

The nest was a small, neat structure, tightly fastened to its branch, and 

composed mainly of weed stalks and strips of bark, though the outside, 

whose texture was rendered firmer by means of a plentiful supply of 

saliva and cobwebs, presented a decidedly white appearance, owing to 

the color of the stems composing it as well as to the bits of paper and 

hornets’ nest added. The lining was simply finer weed stalks. It con- 

tained three eggs of the Warbler and one of the Cowbird, all fresh, so 

that the set was probably incomplete. In color they almost exactly re- 

semble a set of American Redstarts in my collection, differing only in 

being slightly shorter. The ground-color is white, with a rather decided 

suggestion of bluish-green, spotted over, in the style of most Warblers, 

with reddish-brown, the spots tending to aggregate at and around the 

larger end. 

The eggs, the nest, and the female bird are now in the collection 

of Dr. C. Hart Merriam of Washington, D. CWE, (Cryvnm. Topp; 

Beaver, Beaver Connty, Pa. AU, 8,April, 1891. Dy 234-237 

Puc 445. The Cerulean Warbler. By J. H. Langille. Tbid., pp. 191, 192. 

—Description of habits, nest and eggs, as observed near Buffalo, N. Y. 
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, This appears to cover all =e and, by something different is 

either with respe 

face of the deposit, 

birds of the same spedies, owing to a temporarycondition of the 

system. 

In regard to the groundNjnt of the egg, which in many cases is 

colored, it can hardly be accowxted for the same principle. Of 

course those eggs which have a ee a soiled ground-color 

offer no objection ; neither do thos®which have a colored ground 

but are unspotted, as we might justlyay that the remarks in re- 

gard to there being but one“coloring matter still apply. But there 

are certain eggs which ¢ re spotted on a coloxed ground, and which 

make it necessary toAccount for the ground-coley in some different 

way, or else to eA the theory, and to allow t 

enter as ge ca As to which of these two hypotheses is more 

apt to be the correct one, I am not as yet prepared to has 

opinion, but am at present pursuing a course of chemical experi- 

ie by which I hope to settle the question. 

NEST AND EGGS OF THE CERULEAN WARBLER. 

BY J. A. ALLEN.. 

Tun Museum of Comparative Zodlogy has recently received a 

nest and four eggs of the Cerulean Warbler (Dendreca coerulea), 

collected at East Penfield, Munroe County, N. Y., June 7, 1878, by 

Mr. P. S. Fuller. The female was shot as she left the eggs, which 

were nearly fresh. The nest was placed in the fork of a small ash- 

tree, about twenty-five feet from the ground. It is neatly and com- 

pactly built, consisting externally of fine dry grasses of an ashen 

tint, bound firmly together with spider’s silk, to which are affixed a 

few bits of whitish lichen ; it is lined with strips of bark and fine 

grasses, of a reddish-brown color. The nest is thus gray externally 

and brown within. It measures as follows: inside diameter, 2 
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inches ; outside diameter, 2.50 inches ; depth inside, 1.40; external 

depth, 1.75. The eggs vary little in size or color, and mainly in 

respect to the size of the blotches. The ground-color is dull creamy- 

white, thickly covered with rather heavy blotches of reddish-brown. 

In one egg the blotches are coarse and cover the greater part of the 

surface ; in another the markings are finer, quite evenly diffused, 

and of a lighter tint; in the other two about two thirds of the sur- 

face is covered by the markings. The eges measure .60 X .47 of an 

inch. 

The Museum has also two other nests of this species. One was 

taken, with one egg, at Drummondsville, Ontario, in June, 1873, 

and, with the egg, was soon after described by Dr. Brewer (Hist. 

N. Amer. Birds, Vol. III, p. 505). The other nest was taken 

at Mount Carmel, Ill, May 16, 1878, by Mr. William Bryant of 

Boston. It contained four eggs, which are now in his colleo- 

tion. The nest described by Dr. Brewer differs from the Penfield 

nest in no essential point, except that it is rather slighter, and 

has a more nearly continuous covering of lichens, with which are 

mixed small pieces of hornet’s nest. The bottom of the nest shows 

that it was built in the fork of a small branch. The Mount Carmel 

nest differs from the others in having somewhat thicker walls, thus 

giving to the structure greater bulk and firmness, Like the others, 

it is partly covered externally with lichens, which enclose some of 

the smaller twigs amidst which it is fixed to the upper surface of a 

small branch. These nests agree as closely in their general struc- 

ture, as well as in the material of their composition, as three nests 

of the same species are often found to do, and differ quite widely 

from the nests of any other species of the genusknown to me. The 

Penfield and Mount Carmel nests were placed respectively twenty 

and twenty-five feet from the ground, and the Drummondsyille nest 

at a height of fifty feet. 

Audubon describes the nest of the Cerulean Warbler as placed in 

the forks of a low tree or bush, and as being partly pensile, and the 

eggs as being pure white, with a few reddish spots about the larger 

end, In the light of present information, Audubon’s description is 

evidently erroneous in nearly every particular. The only other de- 

scription of the nest and eggs of this species is that given by Dr. 

Brewer, as already stated. 

Dr. Brewer describes the egg as somewhat similar in its general 

appearance to the eggs of the Yellow Warbler (D. wstiva), but as be- 
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ing smaller, with the ground-color of a different shade of greenish- 

white. On calling Dr. Brewer’s attention to the discrepancy between 

his description and the set of eggs above described, he was led 

to re-examine the subject, and also to compare his egg with the set 

obtained by Mr. Bryant. As a result, he writes me that his egg 

corresponds exactly with those obtained at Mount Carmel. He for 

ther states that while they seem to resemble the eggs of D. wstwa, 

a comparison shows that while the spots on the eggs of the last- 

named species are “ olivaceous-brown,” those on the eggs of D. 

ccerulea ave “ decidedly red-brown.” He also still further observes, 

“Tn my egg and in Mr. Bryant's the ground-color is very conspicu- 

ous, the spots sparse. In yours the spots are large and confluent, 

obscuring all the ground-color.” In the eggs collected at Penfield 

the blotches are probably exceptionally large and heavy, but the 

differences between these eggs and the others are not greater than 

occur not uncommonly between different sets of eggs in most spe- 

cies of birds that lay spotted eggs. There consequently appears to 

be no reason for doubting the authenticity of either of the sets of 

eggs here attributed to D. cwrulea, which in two of the instances at 

least were identified by the capture of the parent bird. 

Bull. N.O.0, 4,Jan.,1879,p, 29° 4 7. 
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coast, like certain other species of its local- 

ity, finds its way around the Alleghany 

Mountains for a short distance, and is very 

common throughout the Summer in west- 
Pou iris Fa ws Sle ee de ewe 

fer that species to be breeding, the 24th 

of\July. Mentioning this circumstayce to 

situations as 

found the Yellow-bills, byt the bird was 

very tame ayd demofstrative and I 

could not be miktaken j 

Great Watre\ Koker (ferodias alba 

egretta.—One of thf neighbors procured 

specimen August/1Nh, nearly two miles 

from the seasho 

not in suc have usually 

the species. 

was following up a 

aX pure white, in 

egged, long- 

The same 

young plyfnage, ¢ 2 

necked, sfilty looking birc 

person itis in 1878, 

the 2¥ of August. These ark the only 

birds/ of the species that I ever\saw.—/. 

Mark, Old Saybrook, Ct. 

‘ED-SHOULDERED Hawk.—I capttired a 

béautiful specimen of a Red-shouklered 

nest, and has the sharp chipping alarm 

note common to the family. The nest is 

saddled on a horizontal limb of considera- 

ble size, some distance from the tree, and 

some forty or fifty feet from the ground. 

Small, and very neatly and compactly built, 

somewhat after the style of the Redstart, 

it consists outwardly of fine dried grasses, 

bits of wasp’s nests and gray lichen, and 

more especially of old and weathered 

woody fibres, making it look quite gray 

and waspy; while the lining is fine dried 

grasses, or shreds of the wild grape- | 

tor 

vine, thus giving the inside a rich brown 
appearance in contrast with the gray exte- 
rior. 

The eggs, 4 or 5, some .60X47, are 

grayish or greenish white, pretty well spot- 

ted, or specked, or even blotched, espe- 

cially about the large end, with brown and 

deep lilac. They do not possess that deli- 

cate appearance common to the oological 

gems of most of the Warblers.—J. H. 

Eahoslle: Bastales Wee 
angille, Bugalo §- $11 pec. 15.1885. p.190-/9/, 



he Czrulean Warbler. 

I discharge both loads from my double- 

barrel and bring down a pair of Warblers, 

male and female, from the top of a tall ma- 

ple. They are fine specimens of the Den- 

dreeca coerulea. Have they just dropped 

down from the skies, and brought the pure 

azure with them? Except the dusky wings 

land tail, dark wing-crests and centers of 

| many of the feathers, and white under- 

parts, the epithet Ccerulean, sky-blue, is 

| certainly applicable to the male, particu- 

| larly to his head, back, and collar just 

| above the breast. Hxcepting her lighter 

| markings, less dusky wings and tail, mis- 

sing collar, and greenish tint over the head 

1and back, the female is the same as the 

male. This species has the streaks along 

the sides, and the white marks in the outer 

tailfeathers, in common with the rest of 

the Dendroeca. 

The Cerulean Warbler, apparently be- 

longing to the Mississippi valley, and 

scarcely a casual visitor on the Atlantic 
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coast, like certain other species of its local- 

ity, finds its way around the Alleghany 

Mountains for a short distance, and is very 

common throughout the Summer in west- 

ern New York. Indeed it is not uncom- 

mon as a Summer resident in the central 

parts of the State. I have had every op- 

portunity of observing its habits; and, as 

no writer has given it a full record, I bear 

it a special accountability. 

It is a bird of the woods, everywhere as- 

sociated with the beautiful tall forests of 

the more northern counties of Western 

New York, sometimes found in the open 

woods of pasture-lands, and quite partial 

to hardwood trees. In its flitting motions 

in search of insect-prey, and in the jerking 

curves of its more prolonged flight, as also 

in structure, it is a genuine Wood War- 

bler, and keeps, for the most part, to what 

Thoreau calls “ the upper story” of its syl 

van domain. Its song, which is frequent, 

and may be heard for some distance, may 

be imitated by the syllables rheet, rheet, 

rheet, rheet, ridi, idi, e-e-e-e-e-e-e ; begin- 

ning with several soft, warbling notes, and 

ending in a rather prolonged but quite mu- 

sical squeak. The latter and more rapid 

part of the strain, which is given in the up- 

ward slide, approaches an insect quality of 

tone which is more or less peculiar to all 
blue Warblers. This song is so common 

here as to be a universal characteristic of 
our tall forests. 

The bird is shy when started from the | 
nest, and has the sharp chipping alarm 

note common to the family. The nest is 

saddled on a horizontal limb of considera- 

ble size, some distance from the tree, and 

some forty or fifty feet from the ground. 

Small, and very neatly and compactly built, 

somewhat after the style of the Redstart, 

it consists outwardly of fine dried grasses, 

bits of wasp’s nests and gray lichen, and 

more especially of old and weathered 

woody fibres, making it look quite gray 

and waspy; while the lining is fine dried 

grasses, or shreds of the wild grape-! 

vine, thus giving the inside a rich brown 

appearance in contrast with the gray exte- 
rior. 

The eggs, 4 or 5, some .60X47, are 

grayish or greenish white, pretty well spot- 

ted, or specked, or even blotched, espe- 

cially about the large end, with brown and 

deep lilac. They do not possess that deli- 

cate appearance common to the oological 

gems of most of the Warblers.—/. 4. 

Langille, Buffalo, N. ¥. 
UE "DEAL, $11. Dec. 15.1885, ».190-197. 
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Nesting of the Cerulean Warbler. 

On May 19, 1889, while going through the 

| woods in search of nests, I happened. to see a 

small nest situated in a tree about forty-five 

feet high. Thinking from its appearance it 

must be the nest of some warbler I strapped 

on my climbing irons and went up the tree, 

and upon reaching the nest I found it to be all 

completed but contained no eggs, so I left it 

-with the determination of visiting it again. 

On the morning of the 25th my father and I 

went over there, and upon climbing the tree I 

found a Cerulean Warbler (Dendroica cwerulea) 

sitting on the nest. When she left the nest I 

found it contained five fresh eggs, which I 

safely packed and sent down on a string which 

Lhad for the purpose. I then sawed off the 

limb and sent down the nest. 

While getting the eggs and nest both the 

g and @ of the birds were close around, some- 

times coming within five or six feet of me. 

The nest was situated in a beech tree forty- 
| six feet high and twelve feet from the body of 

the tree. It is saddled on the limb and is 

composed of fine strips of the inner bark of 

| trees with a few strips of grape-vine bark, and 

having a few pieces of a kind of fungus fastened 

to the outside and is lined with a fine veget- 

able substance very much resembling red hair. 

The eggs are of a greenish-white profusely 

spotted with small blotches and dots of light 

| reddish-brown and lilac, forming a ring around 

‘the larger end, and with blotches of light red- 

| dish brown distributed over the entire surface, 

They measure .67x.51, .65x.50, .66v.49, 

.65 x .51, and .65 x .50. EH. W. Durfee. 
Wayne County, Mich. 

[Since writing the above Mr. Durfee took 

another nest of this species, containing four 

fresh eggs. He found them on June 16, 1889, 

in Wayne County, Michigan, and shot the ? 

parent bird, so there can be no question as to 

the identification. The nest, eges, and 9° 

skin are now before me and may be thus de- 

scribed: 

Nest in maple tree, fifty feet from the 

ground, and ten feet from the trunk of the 

tree, Saddled on limb of fork. Cup-shaped, 

and composed of plant fibres and strips of fine 

|} bark; lined with grape-vine bark. Outside 

depth, 1.30; outside diameter, 2.45; inside 

| depth, 1.20; inside diameter, 1.70. Q shot 

|and skin with nest and eggs. Four eggs, fresh, 

Greenish-white, spotted with russet and burnt 

“umber, chiefly near the larger ends: .65x51; 

166 x.52; 64x .51; .66x.51.— J. P. WN.) 

O &O. XIV, Aug. 1889 p.117 

Cerulean Warbler. 

On the roth of June I took a set of four 

|eggs and nest of this rare Warbler. The 

| nest was built in an oak tree forty-five feet 

from the ground and six feet out on a 

small limb, and is made of very fine twigs 

and grasses and lined with grass and horse 

hair, the outside stuccoed with lichens 

held in place by spider webs. Dimen- 

sions of nest, external depth 17 inches, 

width 27 ; internal depth 1 inch, width 

2, 1-16. The eggs are a light cream, 

spotted and blotched with various shades 

of brown and lilac over the entire ege, 

forming a wreath at the large end; three 

eggs measure .65 x .50, and one .60x.50. 
=e ; W. A. Davidson. 

| etroit ic} ! oN S Vol17, Sept.1892 7,187 



The Czrulean Warbler. 

(Dendrceca coerulea.) 

if 

The Cxrulean or Blue Warbler, as it is 

sometimes called, is perhaps as abundant 

in the White Water Valley of Southeastern 

Indiana as anywhere within its range. Its 

distribution is peculiar, being recorded 

from the Atlantic coast westward into 

Eastern Kansas, and from the Gulf of 

Mexico northward into the Province of 

Ontario (Hamilton) and Minnesota. It 

appears in greatest numbers, and its range 

extends farthest north, in the Mississippi 

Valley, and its breeding range may, prac- 

tically, be said to be from the Ohio Valley 

northward. The Cerulean Warblers reach 

this latitude about April 20. They are 

found more frequently along the river val- 

leys and upon the hillsides than upon the 

upland; they prefer the more open wood- 

land, especially that in which the prevailing 

timber is sugar-maple, elm and linden. 

They are not gregarious and where found 

appear to be evenly distributed. They are 

seldom found nearer the ground than 

twenty feet, ranging from this height to 

the tops of the tallest trees. They are 

among the most common of our woodland 

birds, equalling in numbers the Redstart 

and Golden-crowned Thrush. Their food 

includes almost all the insects which fre- 

quent the trunks, branches and foliage of 

trees, as well as many species of day flying 

insects which flit about among the tree- 

tops. When high in the trees they may be 

easily mistaken for Flycatchers, and when 

lower down, among the larger branches, 

their habits remind one of the Titmouse 

and Creeper. 
Upon the arrival of the Cerulean War- 

blers they are in full song, the song re- 

minding me somewhat of that of the 

Golden-winged Warbler, (Helminthophaga 

| chrysoptera.) The melody is interrupted, 

or broken, and may perhaps best be repre- 

| sented by zee-zee—zee—zeet, with a gradual 

rise in tone from the beginning to the end. 

While foraging among the smaller branches 

they may frequently be observed to stop 

and give utterance to this strange song, 

which is also nearly always uttered just 

before flying from one tree to another. I 

do not remember to have heard this song 

while the bird was creeping among the 

larger branches or upon the trunk of a 

tree; in such instances the note is similar 

to that of the female and may be expressed 

by tchep: the sound recalls to my mind 

that made by some persons by a peculiar 

smacking of the lips. The males arrive 

two or three days before the females, and 

for the succeeding two weeks outnumbers 

the latter by about twenty to one. Occa- 

sionally birds of the previous year are 

taken, in which the beautiful blue of the 

male is subdued or replaced by green, 

sometimes quite dark, and the white parts 

are tinged with dirty yellow. In from two 

to three weeks after their arrival, they begin 

love making and soon after they commence 

the construction of their nests. The nest 

is placed in the fork of a limb at some dis 

tance from the body and at from 25 to 50 

feet from the ground. 

nests being built, but have never taken one. 

The female does the greater part, if not all, 

the work of construction, while her more 

gifted mate sings his rattling song from 

some neighboring maple tree. All through 

T have seen several 

the Summer, early in the morning and late 

in the evening, the song of the “ Blue’ 
Warbler is a prominent feature in the syl- 
yan choir. 
When the young are able to fly, the whole 

family forage together and for some time 

at least maintain the family group unbro- 

ken. I am not prepared to say whether 

more than one brood is reared im a year, 

but I shall not be surprised to find that to 

be, at least occasionally, the case. Early in 
August these pleasant little sojourners 

, 



Nesting of the Cerulean Warbler. 

How well do I remember finding my 

first Cerulean Warblers’ nest. 

It came about One 

pleasant day in May, 1890, while out col- 

in this manner: 

lecting skins at Greenwood, a suburb of 

St. Louis, on the Missouri Pacific Railroad, 

and about one half mile ‘from my home, 

and while prying around in a small but 

beautiful piece of forest through which 

winds a small creek which goes by the 

name of the river Des Perces, pronounced 

De Pere, I spied a small bird flitting 

On 
first appearance I took the tiny bird to be 

about in a tall but slender sycamore. 

a Vireo of some species, and sat down to 

watch its movements for awhile before 

shooting. 

had just begun to be vexed at such stupid- 

Finally it disappeared, and I 

ity in allowing the bird to escape, when 

it made its appearance again, and with, I 

thought, something in its mouth; but at 

such a great height I was not sure, so I 

decided to wait awhile, and was rewarded 

with unmistakable signs of nest building. 

As I could see nothing of the nest, I con- 

cluded that the nest must be just begun, 

and so I left, intending to visit the tree 

\LOGIST. 

| show up. 

again in about a week; but it was ten! 

days before I again visited the locality, 
and with a good glass I scanned each and 

every branch but no hanging nest; but on 

a horizontal limb about sixty-five feet up 

and about twelve feet from the trunk, and 

where the limb forked out, I thought I 

| noticed an undue bulging of the limb and 

| decided to investigate; so after consider- 

able hard work in the way of shinning I 

reached the suspicious limb, and way out 

on the end I spied a tiny nest containing 

two eggs, but no bird in sight, nor did it 

Not being prepared to secure 

| the nest, and wishing a full set, I left. 

Four days later I returned with a long 
| : 4 : : 
_clothes-line, a chalk line, large jack-knife 

}and some cotton, also a younger brother 

to help. After another hard shin, [ reached 

the branch and begun operations by first 

wrapping and tying one end of the clothes- 

line around the limb containing the nest 

and about twenty inches from the trunk; 

I next passed the line over a limb just 

above the one holding the nest, bringing 

the line down and securing to the lower 

limb; my next move was to fasten a line 

to the fork containing the nest; much 

easier said than done, but I finally landed 

a chalk line with a weight attached in the 

right place, and lowering the same to the 

ground my brother attached a short line, 

which I was about to draw up in position 

when I thought to myself, How will I tie 

it away out there? 

than done, I had my brother tie a good 

stout stick about a foot long to the end, 

and climbing higher up I hauled the rope 

But, no sooner said 

up and secured it to the limb above; thus 

T had the limb so it could not fall or turn 

over after it was cut. I almost forgot to 

say that all this rumpus proved too much 

for the bird, who up to the time I threw 

the chalk line over the limb a couple of 

inches from ber had remained on the nest. 

She now left the nest, hopping all round 

it and continually pecking at the chalk 

line and scolding like a Wren or Vireo. 
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Dendroica pensylvanica. 

Concord, Mass. Nest and four eggs. 

& 1898. This forenoon in a walk from the cabin we found two nests 

of the Chestnut-sided Warbler. """"" One of the nests —- the 

one with the four eggs- was prettily placed in a green briar 

vine - a very unusual situation. It was wholly uneoncealed 

by the foliage for it was supported by two stems of the vine 

which were bare of leaves for some distance. above and below 

the nest, 

ws 
Spent the forenoon photographing birds' nests exposing 

plates on the Chestnut-sided Warbler's in the greenbriar vine 

wninun The bird was very nervous keeping her head in almost 

constant motion and leaving the nest repeatedly while I was 

at work, 

Peterborough, New Hampshire. 

Common in thickets bordering woods, stone walls, road- 

sides and brooks, Silent after July 20th (July 6%, 7x, 8%, 

9x, 10k, lx, 17%, 20%. . young birds, seen July 

mixed flock of Titmice, Kinglets and Warblers, were in full 

autumnal plumage. 



Birds Of Upper St, John 
Bate he id ar, 

® 

20. Dendroeca pennsylvanica (Linn.) Bd. CHESTNUT-SIDED WAR- 

BLER.—Common. 

B 5 ry ov . 

Bull, N.O.0, 7,April, 1882, p,109 

Southern New Brunswick. 
M., Chamberlain, 

2. Dendroeca pennsylvanica. CHESTNUT-SIDED WARBLER. 

Bull. N.O.QO, 

Ornithological Trip to St. Bruno, PQ: 

May 25,1885.H.D. Wintle, Montreal. 

* Chestnut-sided Warbler, scarce. 

| 

0.&0. XI, May.1686.p. 75" 

sr Birds of Sudbury, Ont. Birds of Toronto, Canaca, 

Sees As Ei. ADEEMSTs py James H.Fleming, 

_ 859. Chestnut-sided Warbler. Common. _ Part ii, Lana Birds, 

O,&%O, ZY, Jame, 1890, p-ss Auk, XXIV, Jan., 1907, pe 7y, 
951. Dendroica pensylvanica. CHESTNUT-SIDED WarBLer.— Abun- 

dant migrant, May 3 to 29, and August 19 to September 28; rare summer 

| resident; probably breeds. 

f Gpotiaig # BB sme nip ro, 
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20. Dendroeca pennsylvanica (Linn.) Bd. 

BLER.—Common. 

Pr! T >} . 
Ball, N,G.Y 

Dendroeca pennsylvanica. 

bul 

Ornithological Trip to St. Bru
no, P.Q. 

May 25,1885. H. D. Wintle, Montreal. 

Chestnut-sided Warbler, scarce. 

O.&0. XI. May.1686.p. 79" 

Bie Fes Bod, 

659. Chestnut-sided Warbler. Common. 

CHESTNUT-SIDED WAR- 

CHESTNUT-SIDED WARBLER. 

\A 

Birds of Toronto, Canada, 

py James H.Fleming, 

Part II, Land Birds, 

Auk, XXIV, Jan., I907, 

251. Dendroica pensylvanica. CHESTNUT-SIDED Warsier.— Abun- 

dant migrant, May 3 to 29, and August 19 to September 28; rare summer 

resident; probably breeds. 
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Birds of Dead River Region, Me. F. H.C. 

As 24. Dendreca pennsylwanica, (Chestnut-sided 

Warbler). A gentleman in Farmington showed 

me a nest and four eggs which were undoubtedly 

of this species. They were taken at Wilton on 

June 12th. Iam positive I heard thesong of this 

species, while riding from Farmington to Strong. 

0.&0. XI, Sep. 1886. p. 180 

Coast 
safaris V, Jr 

659. Chestnut-sided Warbler. The most 

Bpecommen species of the family I met with. 

| Shot a fine ¢ at Camden, August 4th, and saw 

| another at the same time which I was unable 

to get. 



Bds. Obs. at Franconia and Bethlehem 
N.H. July-August, 1874. J,A.Alisn 

39. Dendroica pensylvanica. Common. 

Auk, V. April, 1888. p.154 

Birds Obs. at Bridgewater, N.H. 
July12-Sept. 4, 1983. F.H. Allen 

Dendroica pennsylvanica.—Not common. 

Auk, VI, Jan., 1889.p.'7'7 

Birds Obs. at Meulto’ boro,N.H. 
July 2i-Aug. 11, I883. F.H. Allen 

Dendroica pennsylvanica.—One seen. 

Auk, VI. Jam,., 1889.p.78 

ix “ye Beach, N.H. July 23-9418858. 

Bircs Obsvd. near Holderness, N.H 
June 4-12, ’85, and 4-11, "86, W. Faxon 

Ble Dendroica pensylvanica. CHESTNUT-SIDED WARBLER.—Very abun- dant. 

Auk, V. April, 1888, p.160 

Bds, Obs. in Franconia, N.H; June 11-21 
’86, and June4- Aug. 1,’3'77, W. Faxon 

63. vani 3 Dendroica pensylvanica, CuHESTNUT-sIDED WARBLER.—Common. 

Auk, V. April, 1888, p.163 

Birds of Hillsboro Co. N.H. June 2'7,’9 Arthur M. Farmer, Amoskeag, N, Ee 

Chestnut-sided Warbler, a few noted. 

©.& O Vol.17, Sept.1892 p,136 





A Pew Nests Collected at Cornwall, Vt. 
Spring-1889. O.H. Parkhill, 
Chestnut-sided Warbler (Dendy. 

vanica). Collected June 6th. 
was ina low Swampy place 
from the ground, 
eges. 

oica pennsyl- 

The nest, which 
, was three feet 

and contained four fresh 

0,20, XIV, Oct, 1889 p150 

63. Dendroica pennsylvanica. CHESTNUT-SIDED WARBLER. — Com- 

mon in the open spots about the edges of the woods at the base of the 

mountain, and for a short distance up the slopes. _ 
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(2 Yarrothoria, ee 7 6A Mass. 1885, 

ee the No. SSE Mase, June, 18 | 1 518 -1886. 

Birds of Brigtoic ount 

| He rue BWoandken 
| pL 24y~ fester L6- \} Dendroica pensylvanica (Linn.), Chestnut- 

sided Warbler. Summer resident, tolerably 
common. Breeds. 

0.80, XII, Sept. 1887 p.141 

|. Ona: prrenigloawen, 

Mass. (near Concord ). 

ee ee Mase, June, 1888. 

Ver 



Birds Known to Pass Breeding Season 
mr. Winchendon, Mass. Wm. Brewster 

Dendroica 

65. et pensylvanica. 

Auk, V, Oct,, 1888, p.389 

Bds. Obs. near Sheffield, Berkshire 
Oy, Maes. June 17-25, 88. W. axon 

59. Dendroica pensylvanica. CHESTNUT-SIDED WARBLER.—Common, 

extending up to the highest summits of the Taconic Mts. 

Auk,VI. Jan., 1889. p. 46 

Bds. Obs. near Graylock Mt. Berkshire 
Co. Mass. June 28+ Juty1®&, W Fa<on 

56. Dendroica pensylvanica. 
in the mountain valleys, and e 
mountains. 

CHESTNUT-SIDED WARBLER.—Common 
xtending well up on the sides of the 

Auk, V1. April, 1889, p.103 

s , 
Lf x y, 

Aix dhrarrwg tunis 4 Lihpre ae 
a 

W. Middlesex Co. Mass. () y 
June 25-30, 1889. 

Ashby, Mt Watatie=--Gommon and generally distributed, but 

nowhere as numerous as in the eastern part of Middlesex county. A 

single male was observed on yt Watatic at an elevation of about 

' nb aie a I000 feet, where it was always to be found Singing in tee thicket 

of mountain maple near some saspberry bushes in which gg: its 
K 

nest. 



Dendroica pensylvanica Near Boston, Mass. Apr.1g9. 
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Sling Felai2 17 2a 55. 
Dendroica pensylvanica. CuEsTNUT-sIDED WARBLER. Saw a male 

at very close range on April 28, 1908, in Stoughton. 

Auk 26, Apr-l009,p. /92 





5. Dendreeca pennsylvanica, (Linné) Baird. CumsrnutT-s1pEpD WaR- 
BLER. — A spring female of this species (No. 1437 g, May 19, 1877, 

E. A. M.) seems to have passed by its spring moult, since it is still in the 

autumnal plumage, except for the appearance of a few black streaks on 
the back. The plumage is worn and dingy, and exhibits no trace of the 

chestnut side-stripe. 

Bull. N,O.0, 3, April, 1878, p, J/> 

Birds observed in Naval Hospital 
G nds, Brocklyn, G.H,Coues 

29. Dendreeca pennsylvanica. p CHE 5 Gide ESTNUT-SIDED WARBLER. — 

Bull, N,0O.0, 4,Jan., 1879, p,.32 

_ Birds of the Adirondack Region 
©.H,Merriam, ~~ 

28. Dendroeca pennsylvanica (Linn.) Baird. CHESTNUT-SIDED WaAR- 

BLER.—Common. Breeds in the deciduous undergrowth about the lakes 
and streams, depositing its eggs early in June. 

Bull, N.O.0, 6,O0ct, 1881, p, 227 

Arrivals of Mig’y Birds, Spring-1886, 

Gentral Park,N. Y.City.A.G. Paine, aa. 

May 9, Dendroica pensylvaniea, (659). Chestnut- 

sided Warbler. 

0.&0, XI, July.1886.p.109 

Some of my Best Finds to June 8, 1892, 
A. H. Kibbe. i 

set of three Chestnut-sided Warbler. 

S I had to do some hard climbing and a 

Nee "great deal of walking to accomplish this. 

A. &. Kibbe. 

Mayville, N.Y. _ A Te 

0.& O Vol17, Sept.1882 p. 184 

Give en eo Yr se a: ys EES ots = fhe. 

Wor din Osean da A [Cx Con] ro nm ) Go ‘| 

all; Va Sosy eo. Gs ee Oy 

Chestnut-sided Warbler. Tolerably common 



Birds of Western North Oarolina. 
William Brewsier. 

72. Dendroica pensylvanica. CurstNur-siIpEp WARBLER. — Gener. 
ally distributed between 2000 and 4oo0 feet, but nowhere reall y numerous, 
Indeed, I rarely saw more than one or two in any single day. As in 
New England, they frequented wood edges and openings, especially such 
as were bordered by thickets of blackberry bushes or hazels. They were 
also found in rhododendrons. The song was perfectly normal. 

Auk, 8, April, 1886, p.174 



Descriptions of First Plmage of Cer- 
ta.n North Am, Bbs. Wm.Brewster. 

31. Dendreeca pennsylvanica. 

First plumage: male. Remiges, rectrices, etv., as in spring specimens. 

Wing-bands white, scarcely edged with yellow, and the general aspect of 

wing much duller than in fall specimens. | Rest of upper parts, sides of 

head, jugulum, breast and sides, pale cinnamon, brightest on pileum, 

lighter on throat and sides of head. Feathers of back with central spots 

of dull black. Abdomen, anal region, and crissum creamy-white. From 

a specimen in my collection shot at Cambridge, Mass., July 18, 1874. It 

is not a little remarkable that the wing-markings of this bird are much 

more nearly like those of adults in spring than of the young in autumn. 

Bull. N,0,.0, 3, April, 1878.p. 3F. 

1, aps Rin y 
Cherrie, Birds, San Jose 

a 

15. Dendroica pennsylvanica.— In a series of 40 Chotiautdded War: 

blers now before me, 11 show the chestnut stripe on the sides; in 6 0 

these, however, it is only faintly indicated. One of the 40 has ihe wanna 

crown of the adult; all have the wing-bands strongly tinged with sul hur 

yellow, and almost all are bright olive green above. i 

The first arrival for the fall of 1890 was September 2r. 

éuk, 8, July L891. Da 275-277 
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Birds of KalamazooCounty, Mich. 
BT Day Dataar eeee red pennsyleaniea (Linn) Baird, | Chestnut-sided Warbler.—A common species ger | erally, that is during a series of years, but ee ‘ quite rare for a year or so, and again eS FM | common, In 1875 a great many nests were found 

the first egos being taken here in 1874, Since 1878 very few nests have been taken, The specie | arrives from April 25 to May 6. I Cea é : how late it remains with us but have found ete | be a rare bird in the Fall. 0.820. X.Mar.1985.p.97 | 

gf 

: Dendroeca pennsylvanica (£.) Bd. A small flock arrived 
: ca 3 shee none he noticed again until May 8, when several 
others were seen. The number gradually increased, and May 
it was only exceeded by Setophaga ruticilla. aie es #8 
numbered them all; from this date, however, the fies coe ie 
decreased, although many remained to breed. The Fae ashes ; Px 55 ee 2 vat taken June 2. bull, N,O, 8, Api 309 4 

Dendroica pensylvanica. CuEsTNUT-SIDED WARBLER.—An abundant 

migrant in Beaver County, spring and fall. I have taken and seen imma- 

ture birds in August (August 18, 1888, and August 24, 1889), which would 

seem to indicate that it breeds a little farther north. In Butler and Arm- 

strong Counties, however, the case is very different; there, every patch 

of hazel thicket has its pair of Chestnut-sided Warblers, or, if extensive, 

its several pairs, the gay and sprightly male ever prominent on its out- 

skirts or on some shrub in its midst, constantly uttering his short but sweetly 

Notwithstanding this clue, their nests are difficult to modulated song. 
find; after many vain searches I at last succeeded in finding one (June 3, 

1889) containing four highly incubated eggs. Auk, 8, Oct, 1891, p. 37 

WE bpde Tolel. Ubuawes Weare Ge Dow 



General Notes _— 

“The Chestnut-sided Warbler Nesting in Missouri. — Central Illinois is 

generally considered to be the southernmost limit in the Mississippi 

Valley of the summer home of this Warbler, and thus far there SEueate ee 

be no record for southern Iowa. I desire to say, however, that while in 

Missouri the past June (1892) I observed D. fensylvanzca on two occasions 

and under circumstances that point most conclusively to the probability 

of its nesting in that State. On June 3, while visiting the woods skirting 

the River Des Peres near St. Louis, in company with Mr. O, Widmann 

of Old Orchard, Mo., a male was discovered singing in the top of a tree 

on the edge of a blackberry thicket and to all appearances settled for the 

season, Mr. Widmann’s attention being first directed to it by the peculi- 

arity of its song as a summer resident for that locality. , 

Later, on the rgth of the month, while riding by wagon in Reynolds 

County, Mo., from Edge Hill to Middlebrook, and about half way between 

those points a male and a female were detected by me in the ae ot copula- 

tion, the locality being a tract of country formerly cleared of its Peabien Dy 

charcoal burners, but now growing up with brush. This was in a region 

about ninety miles south by southwest from St. Louis. Mr. Piao again 

saw a male (probably the original bird) in the first locality is men- 

tioned on June 21, and we were informed by Mr. Philo W. Smith, Jes of 

St. Louis, that he had taken as many as six nests of the Chestnut-sided 

Warbler in one day at Greenwood, a small suburb a few miles west of the 

city. . ; ' 

In the light of our previous knowledge, the foregoing notes will serve 

to extend considerably the known breeding range of this bird. —B. Ti 

Gautt, Glen Ellyn, Du Page Co., sua A IK, Oct, 1892. 0.396 

1890.] General Notes. 405 

for the Blue Warbler a few rods away, and we seated ourselves ubout fifteen feet from the tree, determined to see everything that happened. The nest was in a small beech, about thirty feet from the ground, ina crotch made by a short, dead branch with, the trunk. It seemed to be a compact, typical Redstart nest, though placed higher than usual —it certainly had nothing to suggest a Chestnut-sided Warbler’s nest. It was In such plain view from where we sat that, through our glasses, we could see the fuzz on the heads of the little ones, and see the larger of the two scratch his bill, stroke his feathers, stand up in the nest, aad stretch his wing over the edge. When the sun lit up the leaves and the nest in their midst, we could see into the throats of the hungry babies. When the old birds fed them, T saw the yellow patches on the tail of the Redstart as she darted around the nest, and the white breast and yellow crown of the Chestnut-sided Warbler. And in hunting, the Chestnut came within six feet of us, so that we could see the deep chestnut of his sides and the heavy black markings of his cheeks. We watched the birds closely for an hour oF more in the morning, two hours in the afternoon, and for a short time just before dark; and each time saw the same singular performance. 
ri The birds fed the young at dangerously short intervals—we feared the would leaye the nest dyspeptics for life! And they would have beet crammed still more, if it had not been for the time it took the Redstart to drive off the Chestnut, and the delay her attacks caused him; for she had no wish for his kind offices and, as Mrs. Miller remarked, like some other philanthropists that made no difference to him! When she saw him Coming with food, before he was anywhere near the tree, she dashed at him with spread tail and resentment in every feather. His long-suffering meekness was philosophical. He flew before her, waited till she had spent her anger and gone off or down in the bushes for an insect, when he slipped up to the nest and fed his charges. It seemed as if shia could not bear the sight of him. Again and again she drove him out of the 

Was He a Philanthropist?—On the fourth of July, when in the woods 

looking for the nest of a Black-throated Blue Warbler, my attention was 

diverted by a Chestnut-sided Warbler. He came hunting over the bushes 

near me, once flying so low that I caught his image among the waving 

reflections of the sunlit saplings in the pool at my feet. I traced him toa 

nest, and was rejoicing over the discovery when, on walking nearer, I 

was thrown into perplexity by seeing a female Redstart come to feed the 

young. What could it mean? I dared not believe my eyes. Perhaps, 

in moving to a better position, I had lost my Chestnut’s nest and come 

upon a Redstart’s. Or—could such strange things be? Before 1 had 

time to get over my bewilderment, back flew the Chestnut again, feeding 

the babies as calmly as if to assure me that such things were, whether 

from precedent or the premises of ornithologists they could be or could 

not be. 

I signalled excitedly to Mrs. Olive Thorne Miller, who was watching 



aetna 

Runt Eggs. 

BY EGBERT BAGG, UTICA, NEW YORK. 

Reading the QOédlogical Euitor’s notes on 

‘““ Runt Eggs” in the December, 1887, number 

of THE ORNITHOLOGIST AND OSLOGIST, with 

much interest, I am induced, in the hope of in- 

teresting some one else, to record two runt sets 
which are in my collection. 

The first isa set of two eges of the Chesnut- 

sided Warbler (Dendreca pennsyluanica), col- 

lected July 20, 1882, at Holland Patent, N.Y. 

These eggs measure .54 x .388 and .52 x .87, while 

the normal size is about .68 x .50. 

The second set is, or rather was, a set of 

three of the Canada Flycatching Warbler (My- 

todioctes canadensis), collected in Wilmurt, 

N.Y., on June 80, 1886. One of these eggs was 

broken, hence the *‘ was” above. The remain- 

ing two measure .54x.45 and 50x43; the 

usual size being about .68x.51 Both these sets 

are perfect miniatures of normal ones. 

In reading these figures, unless very well 

used to comparing such objects, the difference 

in size is not appreciated, and as they are rather 

too small and delicate eggs to try Mr. Hoxie’s 

dust-shot experiments with, I suggest that the 

reader draw the outline of one of these runts 

of the correct size, and then draw the normal 

size beside it; or remembering from his school 

days, that the volumes of two spheres are to 

each other as the cubes of their diameters (as- 

suming eggs to be spheres), he will see that the | 
normal egg contains about two and a half 

times the contents of the * runt.” 

The article on the albino eggs of the Florida 

Towhee, also reminds me that I have a beauti- 

ful set of four albino eggs of the Bobolink 

(Dolichonyx oryzivorus), collected near Utica, 

N. Y., in June, 1872, ‘They are a pale bluish- 

gray, with a few blackish marks and scratches | 

about the larger end, and look about as little 

like a normal set of Bobolinks, as one can pos- 
sibly imagine. 

0,&0. XII. Apr. 1888 p:59. 
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1065. Der Heckensdnger, Dendroica pensylvanica Baird, Chestnut- 

sided Warbler. By H. Nehrling. JZddd., No. 6, pp. 185, 186. 
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Dendroica castanea,. 

Breezy Point, Warren, N.H, 

1894, 

June 25. 

In the afternoon I spent an hour or more sitting on the 

rocks at the water's edge (by the river) writing. Presently 

I heard a Bay-breasted Warbler, new to our list. He sang at 

first like a Golden-crested Kinglet (the tzee-te-tzee), after- 

wards exactly like a Redstart. I followed him about through 

the svruces for nearly an hour getting repeatedly.within fif- 

teen or twenty feet of him for he showed no fear of me what- 

ever. He was very deliberate in his movements but kept hop- 

ping and flitting from branch to branch and from tree to tree 

keeping always in spruces and usually near the ends of their 

lower branches searching busily for food but singing steadily 

the while at short intervals. 

I spent the forenoon alone in the beautiful woods be- 

tween the Moosilauke House and the river. It is a great 

haunt of the smaller birds, among them two male Bay-breasts. 

They were close together - at times in the,same cluster of 

spruces. One sang exactly like a Redstart, the other the 

typical song. I am not sure that there was not a third male 

at a little distance but one of the two just mentioned may 

‘have moved his posdtion and misled, me. 



Dendroica castanea. 

Nantucket, Mass. 

1878, Shot one on Smith's Point, flushing it from the beach 

Sept.28. sYrass. 



4 
it t Southern New Brunswick. 
bhamberlain 

3. Dendreeca castanea. BaAy-BREASTED WARBLER. 

N.O,.® '7,April, 1882, p,104 

Fourth Addendum to List of Birds Ascertained to Occur within ten 

miles from Point de Monts, Province of Quebec, Canada; based chiefly 

upon the notes of Napoleon A. Comeau.——(For original List and previous 

Addenda see Bull. Nutt. Ornith. Club, Vol. VII, No. 4, Oct. 1882, pp. 233- 

242; Vol. VIII, No. 4, Oct. 1883, p. 244; and The Auk, Vol. I, No. 3, July 

1884, p. 295; Wol. II, No. 1, Jan. 1885, p. 113-) 

Mr. Comeau has recently sent me skins of the five following species : 

174. Dendroeca castanea.—J shot at Godbout the last week in May, 

1885. . 

€. Hard Wterre Can, > GO LES Drow c, 
Po {3 

Auk, 2, July, 1886, p, %/5. 

—— of Toronto, Canada, 

Dendroica castanea.—One seen june 4. I v James H.Flemi NE» 

Land Birds, 

Auk, XXIV, Jan., I907, nb. gy. 
252. Dendroica castanea. Bay-BREASTED WARBLER.— Regular spring 

migrant, not very common, May 10 to 24; latest spring record May 30, 

) 1906; one fall record, a young female, August 24, 1906. 

Auk, 8,April,189L. p, 16% 

Notes from Dartmouth, N.S. 

H, Gorwbow 

Ox 0. The last time I had this pleasure was on 

te. X VIZ June 19, and now I beg to submit notes 

po 10 for balance of the season, and trust they 

(Ju: (692 may prove of interest to your readers. 

h- /46 June 21. To-day being a holiday, I 

started for the woods about 9 a.m. It 

was raining pretty hard, but I kept on and 

borrowing a long ladder carried it out to 

the Bay-breasted Warbler’s nest that I 

had found building on the 12th. This 

was up about twenty-five feet and placed 

way out on the end of a very long branch 

of a very big black spruce, and was im- 

possible to secure without the ladder, athe 

2 was scared off the nest on my going up, 

and I was delighted to see that it held six 

eggs; so the bird has completed the nest 

and laid the six eggs since the 12th, which 

left nine days for her to do it in, The 

eggs were fresh. 

I then went and took the Bay-breasted 

Warbler’s nest that I found built on the 

16th and looked at on evening of the 17th, 

when it held one egg, and also looked at 

on evening of the roth, when it held three 

eggs, and to-day it held five eggs. This 

nest was out on end of a black spruce 

limb, about fifteen feet up from the ground. { 
1 

I shot the 2; eggs fresh. Tt-sttd-raming | 



Birds of Dead River Region, MMe, F.C. 

25. Dendraca castanea, (Bay-breasted Warbler). 

This species was observed commonly about Flag- 

staff Lake, but I failed to observe it in any other 
section of the counties. It was oneof the species 

whose nidification was observed to an advantage, 

two nests being found near the shores of the lake 

and not far from our camp at theinlet. One nest 

was placed on the branch of a hemlock about ten 

feet from the ground and was composed outwardly 
of the fine twigs of the larch, a few lichens and 
grass stalks, compactly lined entirely with fine 

hair and a few feathers, which I find to be the 

usual lining of the nests of the Warblers of this 

region. It contained four eggs, bluish green in 

color, two of them profusely spotted with brown, 

while in the others the spots tended to form a 

wreath about the larger end. Dimensions as fol- 

lows: .68x.52, .68x.52, .66x.50, .66x.51. 

0.&Q. XI. Sep. 1886. p. 180 
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Summer Birds of Presidential Range, 
White Mts, A, P, Chadbourne 

32. Dendroica castanea. Bay-BrEASTED WARBLER.—One was killed 
at our camp in the Great Gulf early in July, 1886. and two broods of young 
just out of the nest were found about two miles by carriage road from the 
base. 

Auk, 4, April 1887, p.lo6 

Bas, Obs. in Franconia, N.H. June 1)-21 
786, and June4-Aug. '!.’8'7, W.Fazon 

64. Dendroica castanea. BAy-BREASTED WARBLER. — Common in 

deep primitive woods, especially at high levels. 

Auk, V. April, 1888. p.163 





bath. , Thad 

May 21,42, 1066s 

Dendhrecen caslance? | 

See nel by Peete. Thank el Bet Serato 

pesca ia aay ‘ Bull, N.O.0, 7, Oct, 1882, p. 23-2. 
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| Mass. (near Concord). 1887 Giger aan hs oe ae 
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Birds of Bristol County, Mass. 
F.W.Andros. 

Dendroica castanea (Wils.), Bay-breasted 

Warbler. Migrant, rare. ‘Two occurrences 
noted. 

0,&0. XII. Sept. 1887 p. 141 
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At the same time in the spr ing there was also an ag ce, (ch 
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Auk X, Jan, 1893. 5 00, 



Birds of the oe nd ack ao Region. 
©.H, Merriam, 

29. Dendreeca castanea (Wilson) Baird. BAY-BREASTED WARBLER. 

— Rather rare. Occurs during the spring migration. 

breed. 

Not known to 

Bull, N,O.9, 6, Oct, 1881, p, 227 * 

Long Island Bird Notes N.T. Lawrence 

2. Dendrceeca castanea. BAyY-BREASTED WARBLER.—Secured an adult 

male in a,small grove of oaks at Far Rockaway, June 23, 1870. Mr. 

Eugene P. Bicknell has a record from Riverdale, N. Y., dating July 26, 

1875. He also informs me that, from records kept of this bird for a 

number of years at Riverdale, N. Y., in its regular migration, the latest 

spring record is the end of May, and the earliest fall record the middle 

of August. 

Auk, 2, July, 1886. 

Bird Notes from Long Island, N.Y. 

William Dutcher. 

15. Dendroica castanea. BAy-BREASTED WARBLER.— Mr. Giraud 

said of it: ‘‘The Bay-breasted Warbler is among the last of the Genus 

that arrives among usin spring. During some seasons it occurs in con- 

siderable numbers, but in general it is by no means plentiful.”{ The 

Lawrence collection contains two examples, a male and a female, from 

Long Island. Mr. A. H. Helme, who is an indefatigable and very care- 

ful collector, kindly permits me to record the specimens of this species 

that he has taken at Miller’s Place, Suffolk Co., since he has been collect- 

ing. May 29, 1882,a male; May 16, 1884, a male; September 12, 1888, 

one, sex not given. September 14, 1888, he was sure he saw another, but 

it was not secured, and on the 29th of the same month he secured one 

making his second specimen for this fall. I have never met with it in 

any of my collecting trips, nor has my son, nor have I ever found a light, 

house specimen, although I have received and examined carefully hun- 

dreds of Warblers from the lights during the past few years. 

Auk, Wi. -.pri:, 1889, p. 13 f- I3 a i {Birds of Long Island, p. 62. 

Wy) CF 

Cy, Cpyrtee Sir cee ele. 
Other notable captures are the Bay-breasted Warbler, of which I have 

secured one and Mr. Helme four, ene Cb. Bs Pelle Dee Kbgals 

Auk 9, July, 1892. p.307. 

Arrivals of Mig’y Birds, Spring-1886, 
Central Park,N. Y.City. A.G. Paine, Jr. 

May 7, Dendroica castanea, (660). Bay- Series (660). Bay-breasted 

0,&0, XI, July.1886.p. Jov 



Auk, XIII, Jan. , 1896, p.¢8: page 
; Wes on Alors Tslondk 13 irds. } 

Dendroica castanea.— In the outskirts of the village of Flatbush, now 

a part of Brooklyn, on the morning of Sept. 24, 1895, a number of 

Warblers, chiefly Black-polls, was seen in a row of shade trees, not far 

from the Boulevard. 

was secured. 

Among them was a Bay-breasted Warbler, which 

Tt is an immature male with the buffy markings on the 

sides well developed.—WILLIAM C. BRAISLIN, Brooklyn, N. V. 



Albinism and Melanism in North 
American Birds, Ruthven Deane, 

D. castanea, a small portion of the 

forehead being white, and extending over half of the upper man- 
dible. 

Bull N,O.O, 1,April, 1876, p. 21 
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Nesting of the Bay-breasted Warbler. 

BY WILLIAM L. KELLS, ONTARIO, CANADA, 

Some nine years ago I determined to put into 

execution a design that I had long conceived— 

that of making a collection of the eggs of all the 

birds found to nest in this vicinity, for with other 

collectors I had then no acquaintance, and but an 

imperfect knowledge of how to prepare’ my 

specimens. So after making a collection of all 

the specimens found nesting around home, and 

prepared them as best I could—some by a hole in 

each end, and some by a hole in the small end—I 

set off one day in the early part of June for the 

wild, swampy woods to the northwest of the 

town. After penetrating some distance into the 

first piece of wood that I entered, the first nest 

that I discovered was placed about eight feet 

from the ground, between some leafy twigs and 

the trunk of a small birch tree. This was com- 

posed outwardly of fibrous bark, especially birch 

rootlets, and was neatly lined with pine hair, and 

the interior was a little over two inches in 

diameter by one in depth. It contained three 

fresh eggs, of a clear white, with a bluish tinge, 

thickly spotted with brownish spots, especially 

towards the large end. These, in size, were a lit- 

tle larger than are those of the more common 

Chestnut-sided Warbler (Dendreca  Pennsyl- 

vanica). I did not see the bird to which this nest 

belonged, nor. would I then have been able to 

identify it if I[had. The next season, however, 

I saw a little bird forming its nest on the horizon- 

tal branch of a small water elm that stood on the 

edge of a drain, in a piece of low woods south of 

the town. Of the size and markings of this 

species I took particular notice, for she exhibited 

little fear, and the nest site was only about twelve 

feet from the ground, and the nest when finished, 

and the eggs therein deposited, were exactly like 

those above described. This bird I afterwards 

identified as the Bay-breasted Warbler (Dendraca 

castanea). Some days after I first discovered this 
nest I visited it and found that it contained one 

egg, and in three days more I plucked the bird 

off and found that the nest contained but three 

egos, which I concluded was the full set, and so 
took them. Later on in the season, in another 

swampy wood, I found (in the top of a small 

hemlock, about fourteen feet off the ground), 
another nest of the same species, containing four 

fresh eggs. Since then I have seen no nests of 

this bird, save one, which, however, contained 

no eggs, This, like the others, was formed on 

the outside with fine pieces of birch bark, but 

was placed between a small limb and the trunk 

of a small cedar, about five feet from the ground. 

The general habitat of this species, according to 

my observations, is low, swampy woods, where 

there is an intermingling of evergreens with 

black ash, birch, water-elm, and other soft woods, 

aud as it does not appear to make its advent here 

until the season is pretty well advanced, and the 
trees are putting on their summer garb, and as 

their food-seeking avocations are usually pursued 

high among the tops of the underwood, where 

they are well concealed from observation among 

the green foliage, so that even should man enter 

such places in the spring or early summer days, 

their existence would scarcely be known were it 

not for their pleasing song notes, which are 

warbled at this period with considerable clearness 

and animation. The majority of this species, 

however, appear to move on further north, where 

in deep, wild woods, little haunted by the human 

race, they find more secure and favorable breed- 

ing places, though from the causes above men- 
tioned, more of them may nest in this province 
than is now supposed to be the case, and, from 

their haunts and habits, it may be also inferred_ 
that the smaller species of insects constitutes their 

chief food. 0.&0, XI, Aug.1886. p. 123 
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Dendroica striata. 

Breezy Point, Warren, N.H. Mt .Moosilauke, Nest. 

1894, 

June Sore 
Wwe 

While searching for Thrushes' nests among the young bal- 

sams at an elevation of about 3500 feet I stumbled on a nest 

of the Black-poll Warbler. I+ was built just 37 inches above 

the ground on a stout branch of a fallen and dying black 

spruce, The foliage of the spruce braneh although still green 

afforded the nest little shelter but it was beautifully con- 

cealed by the spreading, luxuriant shoots of a little balsam 

which extended out close above it. A score or more of these 

young balsams, four or five feet tall, had shot up around and 

through the spruce forming a dense thicket. Happening to step 

on the trunk of the spruce L saw some bird flit off among the 

balsams. Following I came unon-a female BlackK-poll, a re- 

markably fine old bird so heavily and conspicuously streaked 

on the throat and sides that I took her at first for a male. 

She was absurdly tame allowing me to get within three or four 

feet of her and flitting about close to the ground pretendin 

to feed just as does the female Swamp Sparrow when started 

from her nest. The pretence was so opvious that I felt sure 

at once tnat thig Warbler had just left her nest but I had to 

look for it very carefully before I found it. I afterwards 

returned to it with Faxon and found the bird sitting. Unlike 

most sitting birds she kept moving her head about uneasily as 

we stood within a yard or so of the nest looking at her. I 



Dendroica striata, 

Breezy Point, Warren, N.H. Nest. 

@ 1894 nearly touched her before she would leave her eggs. She then 

June 22. began acting precisely as she had acted during ker my first 

(Ne 2). visit, flitting about among the balsams pretending to catch 

insects. She did not once chirp nor show in any way that she 

noticed our presence. I finally, with great reluctance, de- 

cided to shoot her but my cartridges were bad and the tw 

shots that I fired only wounded her slightly. 



Birds within Ten Mil of Point 
de Monts, Can, Comeau & Merriam 

16. Dendreeca striata. BLAcK-POLL WARBLER.’ Rare. Mr. Comeau 
shot a male, June 7, 1882. 

Ball, N,O,0, 7,0ct, 1882, p, 25 

i foundland 
Humber <:iver 

42. Dendroica striata. BLAck-poLL WARBLER. — Seen in large num- 
bers on August 27. 

Birds of N.H. coast of Labrador 
by Henry B. Bigelow. 

75. Dendroica striata. BLACK-POLL WARBLER.— A very abundant 

and characteristic bird, as far north as the limit of timber near Cape 

Aillik. 

Auk, XIX, Jan., 1909, p.go. 

Birds of 

by James 

Par’. Eh, 

Auk, XXIV, dan., I907., Dp. 9% 

BLAcK-POLL WARBLER.— Regular migrant, . Dendroica striata. 

+) d August 27 to September 28. not very common, May 17 to June 3, an 

Carzada 

Breeding of Dendroica striata at Great Slave Lake.— June 24, 1908, while 

crossing the burned over area on the high rocky center of Moose Island, 

near Fort Resolution, I stepped across a small dead spruce lying on the 

ground, and a small plainly colored bird darted from the mass of tall dead 

grass which surrounded the trunk of the fallen tree. The bird disappeared 

in the underbrush at once without uttering a sound. Concealing myself, 

I waited about twenty minutes and the bird stealthily approached the 
nest hopping from bush to bush, occasionally uttering a sharp, nervous 

isip like the alarm note of the Junco. The bird proved’ to be a female 

Black-poll Warbler. The nest was placed directly on the ground in the 

middle of a clump of tall grasses, immediately underneath a small, fallen 

spruce, the trunk of which was lying about ten inches above the ground. 

The nest was composed of dead grasses, mixed with cottony substances 

and a little moss, lined with finer grasses, and a few feathers including 
one tail feather of a Fox Sparrow. The four eggs were advanced in incu- 

bation; whitish colored, spotted with light brown tending to forma wreath 

around the larger end, the wreath more distinct in some specimens than 
others.— R. M. Anprerson, Amer. Mus. Nat. Hist., New York City. 

Auk 265, Jan-1909,p, fo, 



Birds of Dead River Region, Mo. F. H.C. 

26. Dendreca striata, (Black-poll Warbler). 

Observed commonly during the migration the 
second week in June. 

O.&0. XI. Sep. 1886. p. 130 
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Bas, Obs. in Franconia, N.H. June 11-21 
86, and June4-Aug. 1,’87, W. Faxon 

65. Dendroica striata. BLAcK-poLt WARBLER. — Common in Fran- 

conia Notch up to tree limit on Mt. Lafayette. Rare in the lower part 

of the town. 

Auk, V. April, 1888. p.168 

Summer Birds of Presidential Range, 
White Mts. A.P,Chadbourns 

33. Dendroica striata. BLacK-poLtL WARBLER.—Common about our 

camp in the Great Gulf (altitude, 3140 feet), but did not occur far below it. 

From the altitude of our camp as far as the shrubs extended it outnumbered 

the common Junco. It was very abundant through the shrubs and low 

matted spruces above the timber limit, but owing to lack of proper shelter 

did not extend higher. I sawa single specimen, at an altitude of 4800 

feet, in some stunted birches (Betula papyracea minor) and dwarf willows 

(Salix cutlerr). 
Young birds were heard on July 10 apparently just out of the nest, but 

some young killed on July 26 had already begun to change into fall plu- 

mage. The males were in full song on July 26, but on August 11 both old 

and young birds had disappeared. 

Auk, 4, April 1887, p.106 

Birds of Hillsboro Go. N.H. June 27,’92 
Arthur M. Farmer, Amoskeag, N. He 

|Black-poll Warbler, I thought I caught a 
glimpse of a wale through the brush but | | 
could not get a shot. 

O.& O Vol.17, Sept.1802 p.136 
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Bas, Obs. in Franconia, N.H. June 11-21 
86, and June4- Aug. 1,’87, W. Faxon 

65. Dendroica striata. BLAck-poLL WARBLER. — Common in Fran- 

conia Notch up to tree limit on Mt. Lafayette. Rare in the lower part 

of the town. 

Auk, V. April, 1888. p.158 

Summer Birds of Presidential Range, 
White Mta. A.P,OChadbourns 

33. Dendroica striata. BLACK-POLL WARBLER.—Common about our 

camp in the Great Gulf (altitude, 3140 feet), but did not occur far below it. 

From the altitude of our camp as far as the shrubs extended it outnumbered 

the common Junco. It was very abundant through the shrubs and low 

matted spruces above the timber limit, but owing to lack of proper shelter 

did not extend higher. I sawa single specimen, at an altitude of 4500 

feet, in some stunted birches (Betula papyracea minor) and dwarf willows 

(Salix cutlerz). 

Young birds were heard on July 10 apparently just out of the nest, but 

some young killed on July 26 had already begun to change into fall plu- 

mage. The males were in full song on July 26, but on August rr both old 

and young birds had disappeared. 

Auk, 4, April 1987, p.106 

Birds of Hillsboro Oo. N.H. June 2'7,’92 
Arthur M. Farmer, Amoskeag, N. He 

Black-poll Warbler, I thought I caught a 
glimpse of a male through the brush but 
could not get a shot. 

O.& O Vol,17, Sept.1892 p. 1386 
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64. Dendroica striata. BLACK-POLL WarRBLER. — Numerous in the 

region of stunted trees on the upper slopes, though none were seen on 

the extreme summit. They sang usually on the tops of the spruces, and 

from these breezy heights, the song sounded even weaker than when we 

hear it from passing migrants in the low country. 
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“ Mass. (near Cambridge). 

1887 

1 1 \omamneess De eer 
(Ue Ne ase le 

Mass. (near Concord) |§87 

18 12? 7? 16 gate? gy 22° 757% foe “a 

ar at a 
Birds of Bristol County, Mass, 

F, W.Andros, 

Dendroica striata (Forst.), Black-poll War- 
bler. Migrant, tolerably common. 

0.&0, XII, Sept. 1887 p.i4i 

eeadaaere tite 
( oue) 

Blackpoll Warbler Lingering in Mass.—I had thought that the "climax of the most backward spring migration I have ever known had come “when I heard singing, and subsequently saw-at close range, a Blackpoll Warbler in Cambridge Common on June 25 of this year, eighteen days later than any record in Brewster’s ‘Birds of the Cambridge Region.’ However, on July 7 I observed one singing on Quarry Point, Cohasset, } Mass., and subsequently recorded: him regularly, though with decreasing ' frequency during August, as he sang less and less, and was practically undiscoverable when not singing, in spite of the fact*that he appeared to keep to an area of not over twenty acres in the center of the point. Though I watched his movements closely for consideralalg' ‘periods I could never discover that he approached any nest, had’a mate or young, nor did a search of the small cedars, pitch pines, and bushes of the area reveal them. I must conclude therefore that he was a stray, probably straggling north very late indeed and possibly stopped by the ocean lying immediately north for some twenty miles. I heard and saw him for the last time on August 27, though he may well have remained there until the fall migra- tion.— ArrHur C. Comny, Camibridge, Mass. ; 

Ate, XXX V, gun. 9/8, J: 6-3. 
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Bird Notes from Long Island, N.Y. 
William Dutcher. 

23. Dendroica striata. BLAcK-poLt WARBLER.—Of the five hundred 

and ninety-five birds which were killed by striking Fire Island Light, 

September 23, 1887, no less than three hundred and fifty-six of them were 

of this species. Among them I found a very beautiful partial albino. 

Auk, V, April, 1888. p,182 

AUK, Vit : O ot, 

1890, p. PAY ah ‘ = od 

Dendroica striata. — a,an adult male ; bia young bird in first plumage. 

eecel tee Yorrme "Cnveg “Ple rat 
/f y, 

The seasdn has beén very late, the majority of the May migrants not appearing until the 16th, when there was a large flight Tew continued to come to the very last of the month; a large flight occurred on the 26th a smaller one on the 247th, and a considerable number of migrants, misty Blackpoll Warblers, were observed on the 30th.—Arrnur H, Hower Brooklyn, N.Y. bigs ane 

Auk 9, July, 1899, p.3807. 

Birds ofthe Adirondack Region. 
C,H. Merriam 

178. Dendroeca striata (Forst.) Baird. BLACK-POLL Wise ens 

In the collection of the late A. Jenings Dayan (of Lyons Falls, N.Y-) is 

a female of this species that he killed in the town of Lyonsdale in Lewis 

Co., May 23, 1877. 
Bull. N.0.0, 7,April, 1882, p. /<f. 

Arrivals of Mig’y Birds, Spring-1886, 
Oentral Park, N.Y. City.A.G. Paine, Jr. 

May 16, Dendroica striata, (661). Black-poll 

Warbler. 

0,&0, XI, Aug.ies6, p.i28 
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Black-poll Warbler. Not common. 
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a Black-poll Warbler (Dendreca striata) in which the entire plumage 
is suffused with white. 

Ball. N,O.0, 8, Apil. 188s, p, /26. 
An Albino Blackpoll Warbler.—A male specimen of Dendroica striata 

taken by the writer at Upper Chichester, Delaware Co., Penn., May 12, 
1888, during migration, displays such a remarkable variation of plumage 
as to merit special mention. 
The entire crown, with the exception of three or four small black feath- 

ers over the eyes, is pure white, the edges of the feathers tipped with cream 
color which is more decided fringing the neck. The upper tail-coverts 
and rump are pure white, extending high up on the back and passing 
irregularly through the interscapulars and joining the white on back of 
neck and crown; rather silky across the rump. The interscapulars form 
an irregular bar across the shoulders. The scapulars and tertiaries are 
sparsely spotted with white, most prominent on the right side. The sides 
of breast are streaked as usual, although of a rusty color, rather obsolete 
as they approach the chin which is pure white. The throat and breast are 
ochroleucous. Otherwise the plumage is natural. The upper and lower 
mandibles, legs and feet, are deep yellow. The white feathers are im- 
maculate from the quills out, none being edged or spotted with the natu- 
ral colors.—J. Harris ReEp, Ridley Park, Penn. 

Auk, V, Oct,, 1888, p, AIS2., 



Dendroica striata. BLACK-POLL WARBLER.— A common migrant in 

both spring and fall on the Gulf coast in the vicinity of Tarpon Springs 

and at other points where investigations have been carried on. At Tar- 

pon Springs they arrive in spring about the last week in April and remain 

| till about May 12-15. 

\Gulf Coast In this connection it is of interest to record a great mortality among the 
| representatives of this species, during the spring migration of 1888. It is 
'Of Florida, so rare that one finds any birds dying or dead from other than accidental 
| causes, generally connected in some way with innovations caused by 

the settlement of a country, as telegraph wires, light-houses, and the like, 

that it seems worth while to give the following details of the epidemic. 

It was apparently confined, so far as I am aware, to representatives of this 

species alone, and only to those individuals which visited the Anclote 

Keys and Hog Island. These Keys are four in number, and are four 

miles from the main land, in the Gulf, and extend in a north and south 

line for about twenty-five miles. I found in late April and early May 

many D. striata dead, and others apparently ill unto death on these 

islands, and though there was an infinite variety of other bird-life repre- 

sented at the same points, yet no other species seemed to be suffering or 

was found dead. Of Dendroica striata | picked up dead on April 29, 

1888, in a short walk on South Anclote Key, upwards of twenty-five. 

In the fall the birds pass late in September and during October in 

numbers. 

Mr. Atkins considers the birds as rare spring migrants at Punta Rassa, 

but common in the fall, and at Key West they are very common on both 
migrations. Florida. Scott. Auk, V11, Jan.1890.p. 19 - 20 

* 9. Dendreeca striata (Forst.). 

Bull, N,O,0, 5,July, 1880, p,1686 



Notes ON soME BirpDS AND EGGS FROM THE MaGpDALEN ISLANDS, 

Gutr or St. Lawrence. —The following notes, made by Mr. Me AS 

Frazar during a collecting trip to the Magdalén Islands in June and July, 

1882, seem of sufficient importance to merit publication, although many of 

them are not absolutely new. Some of the points which they cover, how- 

ever, have been previously involved in more or less obscurity, while the 

others will be none the worse for fresh data. The specimens described, 

and most of those mentioned, are now in the writer’s collection, and the 

descriptions are on his authority. ‘ 

1. Dendreeea striata. BrAck-poLt WARBLER.—A sét of three fresh 

eggs, identified by the capture of the female parent, was taken June 23. 

The nest was built in a low, thick spruce which stood on the edge of a 

swamp, near a brook. It was placed on a horizontal branch at a height 

of about three feet, and was well concealed by the clusters of densely- 

imbricated needles above. Externally it measures 5 inches wide by 2.50 

inches deep; internally 1.80 by 1.50 inches. The walls in places are 1.50 

inches in thickness. The main body of the structure is composed of 

Usnea moss, weed-stalks, and dry grasses, closely matted and protected 

outwardly by coarser stalks and a few dead spruce twigs. The lining is 

of slender, black moss-stems (which curiously resemble horse-hair), 

cows’-hair, and a few feathers. The whole affair is remarkably solid and 

bulky for a Warbler’s nest. 

The eggs are white, with brown specks scattered over the general surface 

of the shell and numerous spots and blotches of reddish-brown and laven- 

der about the larger end. They measure respectively .75 X whOs. TOON 50; 

and .75 X +57- wen ’ 

Bull, N,0,0, 7, Oct, 1882, p, 2I3- 257. 

Birds of Magdalen Islands, Notes on Some Birds of Grand 
Dr. L.B. Bishop. | 

52. Dendroica striata.—BLACKPOLL WARBLER.—One of the most 

abundant birds, breeding everywhere. This bird and D. corozata choose BY C. H. ANDROS. 

the same localities for their nests—dense spruce thickets, but while D. 

striata generally nests close to the trunk, D. coronata places its more Black Poll Warbler (Dendreca striata) . 

spacious home out ona horizontal branch. Fresh eggs were taken as Both Hay and Sheep islands seem to be fayored 
: pis ae breeding grounds of this species; no less than 

Auk, V1. April, 165». Pp. 149 five nests being brought to light in an hour’s 
search over the former. We did not confine 

our attention exclusively to the smaller breed- 

ers or undoubtedly many more sets would have 

rewarded a more thorough investigation. Sev- 

eral cats that had an apparently unrestrained 

life during the warm season have diminished 

the bird life to no little extent. On Nantucket, 

Long, and the Duck islands, these felines are no 

longer tolerated, having been expelled a few 

years ago, at the suggestion of Mr. Cheney 

who could not fail to see that their depredations, 

especially among the Warblers, would if allow- 

ed, impair the increase of their numbers in a 

few seasons. Those species whose home most 

frequently comes in ‘‘ Tabby’s” path are the 

Yellow-rump, Black-poll, Black and Yellow 

Warblers and Swainson’s ‘Thrush. 

The nidification of D. striata differs from that 

of D. maculosa, the nest being more bulky and | 

the greater variety of material entering into its | 

composition makes it easily distinguishable 

from the simple mould of hair and grass fibre 

of the Black and Yellow. The eggs too are a 

. trifle larger, resembling those of the Black and 

White Warbler, to my mind. The song is 

‘* weak and unmusical,” in addition to which is 

frequently heard the squeaky note more often 

noticed, perhaps, during migration, which a! 

particular friend of mine likens to a mouse in a 

trap in distress. 

The typical nests are generally built in the 

intersection of limb and trunk of a low hem-| 

lock, and we found the complement to be five’ 

eggs. The Gulls nest very abundantly in the 

neighborhood of their haunts often eneroach- 

ing on them, and one nest was placed but a few 

yards from where an Olive-back Thrush was 

seated upon her full set. 

Manan. 

late as July 12. 

SL/ ‘d JOST "AON ‘TIX ‘© Be 

GO 



A Series of Eggs of the Black-poll 

Warbler. 

The eges of the Black-poll Warbler (Den- 

droica striata) present as much variation in 

size, shape and coloration as those of any of 

the Warblers. They vary in shape from ovate 

to elongate ovate, while the ground color runs 

from white to creamy and pinkish-white, with 

a rare phase which shows a light greenish- 

white. The series now before me, consisting 

of seventeen sets, and described below, shows 

in detail the curious types of their markings 

and coloration. 

The nest is a beautiful structure. Those 

that I have (over fifteen in number) show but 

little variation in their construction, except 

that some are much more copiously lined with 

feathers than others. Perhaps the similarity 

of these nests is due to the fact that they all 

came from one locality, and that the birds 

naturally used the same materials. 

A typical nest (so far as can be selected 

from those before me) may be described as 

follows: Outside depth, 1.75; inside depth, 

1.10; outside diameter, 3.75; inside diameter, 

2.00. Composed of grasses, roots, a little 

lichen, and a few small twigs of spruce fir. 

42 ORNITHOLOGIST [Vol. 15-No. 3 

Lined with fine grass, and over this is placed 

a thick lining of soft white feathers, apparently 

belonging to the domestic goose. The roots 

and grasses are mostly dark, and the contrast 

of the pure white feathers with the remainder 

of the nest presents a beautiful effect. When 

seen with the eggs in the nests nothing prettier 

can be imagined. 
They were all found in spruce trees. One of 

them was only a foot from the ground; another 

was eighteen inches; a third was two feet up; 

a fourth three and a half feet; two more were 

sach four feet high; five were five feet up; 

two others were seyen feet from the ground; 

another was eight feet; and still another was 

ten feet high. 
Set I. June 12, 1877. Grand Manan, N.B. 

Five eggs. Grayish-white, speckled and 

spotted, almost exclusively at the larger ends, 

with olive-gray and bistre. The markings 

form indistinct wreaths: .73x%.55; .70x.5 

.13x.55; .71x.55; .68 x .54. 

Set II. June 12, 1é Grand Manan, N.B. 

Five eggs, fresh. White, speckled and spotted 

with burnt umber and olive-gray. The mark- 

ings are much heavier near the larger ends: 

.68x.50; .69x.52; .69x.51; .68x.51; .68x 49. 

Set III. June 19, 1888, Grand Manan, N.B. 

Five eggs, incubation commenced. bluish- 

white, heavily spotted, almost entirely at the | 

larger ends, with olive-gray and burnt umber: 

$74.58; .74x 58; .72%.53; .78x.525 .71 x04. 

Set IV. June 19,1888. Grand Manan, N.b. 

Three eggs, incubation commenced. Bluish- 

white, spotted and speckled, chiefly at the 

larger ends, in the form of indistinct wreaths, 

with olive-gray, bistre and burnt umber: 

13% .54: .74x 545 .73 x 538. 

Set V. June 13, 1 Grand Manan, N.B. 

Five eggs, fresh, Light creamy white, heavily 

speckled and spotted with russet, burnt umber, 

and olive-gray. The markings are over all the 

surface, but are heayier at the larger ends: 

.71x.53; .70 x.58; .71x.54; .69x.52; .68x.52. 

Set VI. June 18, 1887. Grand Manan, N.B. 

Four eggs, fresh. White, heavily spotted 

chiefly near the larger ends, with olive-gray 

and burnt umber: .73x.533 .18x.51; .79 x .62; 

Alec ouile 

Set VII. June 18, 1887. Grand Manan, 

N.B. Four eggs, incubation commenced. 

Three of them have a pinkish-white ground 

color, but the fourth is white. All of them 

are spotted and speckled with russet, more 

heavily near the larger ends, There are also 

a few spots of lilac-gray: .76x.53; .75x.53; 

TTX 58% .76%,04. 

Set VIII. June 20, 1888. Grand Manan, N.B. 

Four eggs, fresh. White, leayily blotched 

and spotted with drab. There are also a few 

spots of bistre and olive-gray. The markings 

are heavier near the larger ends, but the surface 

of the eggs is more evenly covered with mark- 

ings than in any other set in the series: .69 x .47; 

“70x .48; .69 x .49; .69 x 48. 

Set IX. June 18, 1889. Grand Manan, N.B. 

Five eggs, incubation begun. Pinkish-white, 

heavily spotted, chiefly at the larger ends, with 

bay, hazel and drab-gray: .75x.54; .74x .54; 

U1%.54; .738x.543 .73 x 54. 

Set X. June 19, 1888. Grand Manan, N.B. 

Five eggs, incubation advanced.  Grayish- 

white, spotted and blotched with russet and 

olive-gray. There are also a few spots of 

bistre on one of the eggs, and the markings 

are heavier near the larger ends: .75 xX .53; 

17x .545 .75x.555 .75 & 55; 275 x54. 

Set Xf. June 18,1887. Grand Manan, N.B. 

Five eggs, incubation commenced. White, 

spotted and blotched with russet and burnt 

umber. and a few specks of olive-gray. Al- 

though the markings are well scattered over 

all the surface of the eggs, they are heaviest 

at the larger ends: .79 x .50; .78x.53; .76 x .535 

18 X.p82 .79% pas 

Set XII. June 20, 1887. Grand Manan, 

Ib: Five eggs, incubation commenced, 

Grayish-white, speckled, spotted and blotched 

with raw umber, russet, and a few specks of 

olive-gray. The blotches are nearly all at the 

larger ends, but the other markings are scat- 

tered all over the surface: .69x.51; .70x.515 

“jl .b8* Tiles 682.5 1- 

Set XIII. June 21, 1889. Grand Manan, 

N.B. Four eggs, incubation commenced. 

White, speckled and spotted with russet and 

burnt umber, nearly all at the larger ends, 

and with a few markings of olive-gray: 

69x .538;5 .70x.54; .69x.54; .71x 54. 

Set XIV. June 13, 1887. Grand Manan, 

N.B. Five eggs, incubation commenced. 

Grayish-white, heavily blotched, chiefly at the 

larger ends, with drab and burnt umber, 

There are also a few specks of olive-gray: 

13x .54; .74x.545 .75 x54; .75 x .545 275 x 54, 

Set XV. June 21, 1888. Grand Manan, 

N.B. Four eges, fresh. Greenish-white; 

three of the eves are profusely speckled with 

mouse-eray. At the larger ends the specks 

(there are no spots) become confluent. The 

fourth egg is speckled all over (more thickly 

at the larger end) with tawny-olive: .74x .54; 

10x .54; 270% .525 .71 x 54. 

Set XVI. June 11, 1855. Grand Manan, 

1969. My Hunt for the Blackpoll Warbler. By F. H. Carpenter. 

Ibid., pp. 38-40. TD, & OSlogist'sS j-annual, V ye. 2. 

Mar. 1890.] AND OG 

N.B. Five eggs, fresh. 
nd speckled, more heavily at the spotted a 

larger ends, with burnt 
68x.49; .70x.51; .71x.51; .65 x48, 

Il, June 17, 1885: 

N.B. Four eggs, fresh. 

speckled with mouse-gray. 

ends the markings. are much heavier, where | 

they form indistinct wreaths: .68 x .54; 68 x.543 | 

.69 x.54;5 .70x.54. 

Pay (se OB 9s 

Set XV 
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Greenish-white, 

mber and drab: 

Grand Manan, 

Greenish-white, 

Near the larger 
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QGoncord, Masa, 

May, /0 1393, 
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Blackburnian Warbler, h 
BeuGrgne ree 2 OP aQ., 

Lexington, Mass, 

In the same woods a Blackburnian WaYbler has spent the summer 

in full song. I fancy his nest to be in one of the tall and in= 

accesible white pines in which he commonly sings, 

Walter Paxon (letter July I, I89I ), 



Dendroica blackburniae. 

Peterborough, New Hampshire, 

1898, It would be indeed strange if this species is not at 

say & least common here but the only individual noted was an adult 

to 

Aug.15, male seen by W.Deane, July 19, in pasture spruces on Ben Mere 

farm. 

A male heard singing on Davig's Hill June 3rd and another 

June, at White Pond on the Sth, both in white pine woods. These 

Warblers appear to be slowly but steadily increasing and 

spreading over the region about Concord during the breeding 

season, 

Dendroica blackburniae. 

Breezy Point, Warren N.F. Peculiar song. 

1894, W.Faxon ana I spent the entire forenoon in the beautiful 

June 27. woods between the Moosilauke House and the river. A Black- 

purnian Warbler puzzled us at first by his peculiar song: 

XN ae N N 

witchee-witchee-witchee-witchee all the notes on the same key 

without the usual high ending, the tone squeaky and emphatic. 



General Notes, 

Notes on Cape Breton Summer Birds, 
Francis H. Allen. 

Dendroica blackburniz. One near Indian Brook. 

Auk XII, Jan. 1896 p, 90 

Ten Miles of Point 
Can, Comeau & Merriam 

15. Dendreeca blackburne. BLAckBurn’s WARBLER.—Rather rare. 
Shot June g, 1882. 

ct, 1882, p, 234 

rn New Brunswic 
7rlain. 

4. Dendreeca blackburne. BLACKBURN’S WARBLER.—These three 

species are but rarely found here. In my note-book is a record of one of 

each taken during the summer of 1881, and I can learn of none others 

| having been seen or heard. 

Ball, N.O.0, 7, April, 1882, p,104 

Birds Of Upper St, John. 
Batchelder. 

21. Dendreeca blackburnze (Gm.) Bd. BLACKBURNIAN WARBLER. 
—This bird was seldom seen while we were at Fort Fairfield : » and was not 
met with at Grand Falls. 

Bul N,O,O, 7,April, 1882, pv, 109 

oy James H.Fleming, 

Part II, Land Birds, 
PH, Aust 4 arr r * & wee ee Pook a Blackburnian Warbler at Halifax, Auk, XXIV, Jan., 1907, p. TY. 

254. Dendroica blackburnie. BrackBurnian WarsLER.— Regular 
O,&%O. XIV, June. 1889 p.9& ' migrant, common May 3 to 28, and August 4 to 24; latest fall record 

September 23, 1906. This was a rare warbler twenty years ago. 

Quss fhe ObelL nine Mp an : / 

bo Trctiurcl Ke HAF MAL Xx 1, Jomntey Si 
58. Dendroica blackburnie. BLACKBURNIAN WARBLER.— Several 

met with. Observed feeding young, July 7. 

ees, , Birds of Toronto, Canada, 

SF 



??) lea Zenda ie MSarels G [Ol mnel, PPP ge 

PR EC, AB renee. ite 
Dendreca blackburnie is another Warbler, supposed to have a 

more northern regular distribution during the breeding-season, 
which nests every year in this vicinity. It is far from common, 
however ; and I regret to add that the rapid destruction of the 
forests about the city is tending rapidly to the loc 
of the bird. Tn fact, in Deering, where I first made its acquaint- ance, ft is now hardly to be found except. during the m 
Young leave the nest about July 10. 

al extermination 

igrations. 

Bull, N.O.0, 4, April, 1879, p. /O06-/07 



Cruretas . Cburuuiclasdt Profile House, N. H. Aug. 1865, 
“ = 

: e a > Pica. back brad , Hay, & Profile House N. H. July 2'7-Aug.'7.1886 

Summer Birds of Presidential Range, 
White Mts. A.P, Chadbourne 

34. Dendroica blackburnize. BLackBuRNIAN WARBLER.—Occurs at 
the base of the mountain; one was heard on July 11, above the second 
mile post of the carriage road, and another seen at 3800 feet altitude on 
July 8, 1886. 

Auk, 4, April igs, p.loe 

Bircs Obsvd. ~ear Holderness, N.H 
June 4-12, ’85, and4-11, 86, W.Fazon 

52. Dendroica blackburniz. BLACKBURNIAN WARBLER.—Rare. 

Auk, V. April, 1888, p.166 e Pe 

Bds, Obs. in Franconia, N.H. June 11-21 
°86, and June4- Aug. !,’8'7, W. Faxon 

Dendroica blackburniz. BLACKBURNIAN WARBLER.—Common. 

Auk, V. April, 1888, p.163 
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65. Dendroica blackburnie. BLACKBURNIAN WARBLER. — Fairly 

common, ranging apparently with the hemlocks (for which they show a 

decided preference) from the base to about 2500 feet. 
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* By some oversight, which I can neither explain nor excuse, Dendraca black- 
burnie is omitted in my catalogue. It should have been given as breeding at 
least as far south as Massachusetts. The latest instance was noticed by Mr. 
Geo, O. Welch of Lynn last summer. 

| Wtass( Merehrancdle. J 

/S 7 

Wow os £6 (cK ¥ funk “sy fr £6/ 

Birds of Bristol County, Mass, 
F. W.Andros. 

Dendroica blackburnie (Gmel.), Blackburnian 

Warbler. Migrant, rare. 

0,&0, XII. Sent. 1887 p. 14] 



, i erkshire Rds. Obs. near Sheffielc. Ber 

ey ieee, June 17-26, ‘88, W. axon 

BLACKBURNIAN WARBLER.—But one 

ey ROE eo ate in a grove of white pines in Shef- 
specimen observed, a male in full song, 

field, June 20. 

Auk, VI. Jan., 1889.p.46 

THACHSngon, NpPSS. JUNG, Loom 
id 

af 752 162 7-704 

Birds Known to Pass Breecing Season or, Winchendon, Mass. Wu. Brewster 

Dindtotea 
“66. blackburniz. 

Auk, V, Oct,, 1888. p.389 

Bds,. Obs, near Graylock Mt. Berkshire 
Co. Mass. June 28-Julyl6. W,Faxon 

57. Dendroica blackburnie. BrackBURNIAN WARBLER.—Common on the Saddle-Back range from the Notch nearly to the summit of Graylock. On the Graylock carriage road D. blackburnie and D. virens are the 
commonest of the Warblers. 

Auk, V1. April, 1889. p.103 

General Notes. 

Summer Birds o 
Country, Mass, 

23. Dendroica blackburnisé, BLACKBURNIAN WARBLER. — A few Stockbridge; not rare in Spruce woods from Becket northward. 

f Central Berkshir. : 
Brencis Hien. @alph Hof fui... 

in 

Auk XII, Jan, 1895 p, 89 



MASS. ( Middlesex Co) 
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740. Notes from Greenfield, Mass. By 8. W. Comstock, - se Tesliae of 
Dendreca blackburnte and Sitta carolinensis, etc. OQ, & OQ, Vol, VIIE Pp. 70 (2) 

"Dendroica bl blackburnie. — The peculiar behaviour, akin to that of many 
ground-nesting species, of a female Blackburnian Warbler whose nest 
with three young and an infertile egg I found on June 21 of this year in 
Lynnfield, a small town near Boston, may be worthy of note. The nest 
was at the end of a long branch of a hemlock, being 18 feet out from the 
trunk and 30 feet from the ground. Before any attempt was made to 
crawl out on the branch, the female, alarmed doubtless by a slight move- 
ment of the limb, suddenly tumbled out of the nest and fell, in fluttering, 
fledgling style, straight down through the foliage to the ground, recoy- 
ering herself at the last moment before touching the earth and flying up 
into the underbrush. The helpless way in which she fell led me to 
believe for amoment that a full-grown young bird had dropped out of the 
nest. Even when there were young in a nest, I never before noticed 
such behaviour on the part of a tree warbler nesting at such a height. 

Dendroica blackburnie is a rare but regular breeder in the town of Lynn- 
field. It also probably breeds in the adjoining well-wooded towns of Mid- 
dleton and North Reading, as I have observed the species in summer 
in both places. CV Oct., 1901, p. 394, 

The Lynnfield PE ckbacnian’ s nest Be referred to agrees with a nest 

of the same species taken in Winchendon, Mass., by Mr. Brewster in re- 

sembling “rather closely the nest of the Chipping Sparrow” (Auk, Oct., 

1888, p. 392). It is composed of fine hemlock twigs and lined with a few 

pine needles. It was set firmly in among twigs and was beautifully con- 

cealed from view above by a long, full-leaved, horizontal spray, which, 

arching over within two inches of the structure, made a miniature A-tent 

_for the sitting bird. mA : . ee ee 
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The Blackburnian and Bay-breasted Warblers at Martha’s Vine- 

yard, Mass.— These warblers are quite rare in eastern Massachusetts, 

therefore it may be well to record the following observations: 

Chapman notes in his Handbook of Birds of Eastern North America’: 

Blackburnian Warbler, ‘ Cambridge, T. V., uncommon.” Bay-breasted: 

“¢ Gambridge, rather rare T. V.” 

Howe and Allen in their ‘ Birds of Massachusetts’ say: Blackburnian 

Warbler: “Martha’s Vineyard: ‘Transient. MRare.’”’ Bay-breasted: 

‘‘ Martha’s Vineyard: ‘ Transient.’ ” 
When at my summer place at Oak Bluffs, M. V., which is located in an 

oak grove, I am usually alert for birds, it being a favorable place for ob- 

servation. About 10 A. M., May 21, 1905, a most delightful morning, I 

heard a warbler’s song with which I was unfamiliar. Upon investigating 

I discovered a pair of Blackburnian Warblers (Dendroica fusca) in the 

lower branches of an oak, 15 feet from cottage. They were beautiful, 

graceful birds; flitting from branch to branch, catching insects, singing now 

and then; spreading their tails, showing their white webs and their black 

and white and orange parts showing to perfection. I had a near view of 

the handsome male and his slightly plainer mate, both being in their 

faultless nuptial dress. I had waited years for this sight and enjoyed it 

thoroughly. 
September 12, 1914, while exploring the pine barrens near Hast Chop, 

Martha’s Vineyard, where the Grasshopper Sparrow and the Heath Hen 

sometimes occur, I encountered a flock of probably 125 migrating sparrows 

and warblers. I examined several of the latter which proved to be Black- 

polls, and then a warbler attracted my attention which had an unusually 

deep yellow breast. I at first thought it one of the comparatively highly 

colored, fall Pine Warblers. I quickly lost sight of this bird and searched 

for another, which I soon found, and by its chestnut flanks and white tail 

patches I recognized the Bay-breasted Warbler (Dendroica castanea). 

There were surely two in the mixed flock and doubtless more.— CHARLES 

L. Puiuurrs, Taunton, Mass. 

Werth RAK I Afr. 19/87 J. 110-23). 

Warbler Notes from Rhinebeck, N. Y.— One of the most remarkable 

features of the past spring migration has been the abundance of the rarer 

warblers. My notes are based on daily observations made over an area 

of about two hundred and fifty acres of mixed woodland, lawns and marshy 

ground. The species of warblers to which I wish to make especial refer- 

ence are the Blackburnian, Cape May, Tennessee, Bay-breasted and Wil- 

son’s Warblers. 
Contrary to the usual dates, the Blackburnian Warbler has arrived in 

the past ‘three years on April 29, May 5 and May 1, respectively. This 
year the height of its migration was reached on May 19, when eight were 

observed. It was last seen on the 29th. The Cape May Warbler also has 
been coming ahead of schedule time, on May 4, 8 and 2. In 1916 it was 

pretty steadily present until the 27th and five were observed on three occa- 

sions. 
But the most remarkable increase has been shown by the Tennessee 

Warbler. Up to 1915 I had only one spring and one autumn record of the 

species. In 1915 it was observed several times from May 6 to 20, three 
being recorded on the 19th. In 1916 it did not arrive until the 10th, but 

immediately became the most conspicuous and constant songster of the 
entire family, as many as half a dozen answering each other from adjacent 

tree-tops. The climax of its migration was reached on May 22, when 
sixteen were recorded and it remained common until the 29th. One 

straggler was observed on June 2. 
I usually see not more than five or six Bay-breasted Warblers in a season, 

but this year they were constantly present from May 11 until the 29th, 

twelve being recorded on the 19th. Wilson’s Warbler also arrived on the 

11th and stayed till the 29th, singing freely and as many as four being seen 

on two different days. 
One other unusual occurrence was a visit from a Blue-winged Warbler 

in full song on May 19, as Dutchess County is beyond the normal range of 

this species. The 19th of May marked the turning point of the warbler 

migration and twenty-three species were noted on that day.- MaunsELtL 

S. Crospy, Rhinebeck, N. Y. 

AM Be XXX Mh OK (9b: Je U3. 7- 432, 



Birds of the Adirondack Region. 
©. H, Merriam, 

30. Dendreeca blackburnize (Gmelin) Baird. BLACKBURNIAN WAR- 

BLER.—Common summer resident. Breeds in fall pines. 

Bull, Ns O.0,; 6,Oct, 1881, p. 227 

Arrivais of Mig’y Birds, Spring-1886, 

Central Park, N. Y.City.A. G. Paine, Jr. Mr. A. 9, Mv. c pepeeaT bas Seat awe 

nests of the Blackburnian Warbler (Dendraca 

May 11, Dendroica blackburnia, (662). Black- lack burnt), near ther -e*one in 1866 and one in 

burn’s Warbler. 1s both untort tunately with a 

0.&0, XI, Aug.1886.p 

Onsida Sonaty, New York, 
William L,Ralph & Hgbert Bagye 

Dendroica blackburniz.—Breeds. Mr. Hughes found a nest containing 

young in July, 1887, near Remsen. July 16, 1888, we took a nest about 

four miles north of Holland Patent, which contained four eggs on the 

point of hatching. The nest was well concealed in a bunch of small 

branches, about fifteen feet above the ground, in a spruce tree. It was 

composed of hemlock and spruce twigs outside, then pine needles and 

dry grass, and lined with horsehair. The eggs (which we were unable to 

save, they were so near hatching), were large for the size of the bird, and 
darker colored than is usual with Warblers’ eggs. 

Auk, VII. July, 1890, p, @3/- 

Some Birds of Lewis Co, N.Y, 
C. Hart Merriam 

ely Pues (Adliron hack) Any com 

D. blackburnie, | e> p— e
an: 

Bull. N.O.0, 3, April, 1878. p.53 

Ue ty ow The Jose aS Marden Ce aces SNe 
AG re (> a te Nese ta farecal 4fe eras 

25. Dendroica blackburnize. BLACKBURNIAN Sa Given only 

as a “common transient visitant.”” Mr. Miller states that the Black- 

burnian is “tolerably common” at Peterboro; and I have found it to be a 

regular but rather rare summer resident among hemlocks in mixed woods 

on the Stockbridge East Hills. 

"S5 Vi Hen, hee Voaon. uk, XX, July, 1908,p.A65- 



Chester Go, S.C Joomis, Birds, Chester Co. 8.0. 

3t. Dendroica blackburniz. BLACKBURNIAN WARBLER. — Rare (lites 
ing the northward movement; very common in the southward. The 
former progress apparently takes place at theend of April and du ring the 

early part of May, and the latter, from about the beginning of the second 
week of August to about the middle of October - Aug. 8, Oct. 22, the 
extremes noticed. The greatest rush usually occurs during the fortnight centring around October 1. These late comers are Supposed to be North- erners. Individuals often grow exceedingly fat in autumn. They sing 
while northbound. 

Auk, 8, April, 1391, 2 /70-/77 

Obs. or Summer Birds of Mountain ‘ 
Pors. Pickens Oo, S.C. L. Mi. Leomis, 

54. Dendroica blackburnie. BLAckBURNIAN WARBLER. But three specimens were obtained—two adult males, in full dress, June 18 and 2:, at about 2500 feet; a female, moulting, June 24, above 3000 feet. All were in hardwood timber. The testes of the males were not larger tha 
head of ordinary size. 

Auk, VII. April, 1890. p.127. 

na pin’s 



Cherries, Birds, San Jose, 
14. Dendroica blackburniz.— First arrivals were noted August 17, 

1890, and the second August 20, from which time they were common 
until the first of October, when they were very abundant and remained 
so until the 7th, when alldisappeared. The first arrivals were nearly a 
month earlier than in the fall of 1889. 

In a series of 50 Blackburnian Warblers taken chiefly in the vicinity of 
San José there is not one in adult plumage. Perhaps the brightest bird 
in the collection is a female, taken by the author October 3, 1890, with 
throat and breast rich cadmium orange, but the white wing-patch is re- 
placed by the two wing-bars of the young bird, and there is considerable 
grayish brown in the upper plumage. While there area few males and 
females like the one described above, the bulk are very much paler, rang- 
ing from the bright cadmium orange to a pale yellowish buffon the throat 
and the breast, with the crown patch almost obsolete, the back and streaks 
on the sides dusky brownish. 

eat > 4i2 * 
Auk, 8, ,1891, 4 27 
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Notes on Birds of Winchend ird jon, M . William Brewster, Ne 

Dendroica blackburniz.— On both high and low ground, wherever there 

were spruces in any numbers, whether by themselves or mixed with other 

trees, and also to some extent where the growth was entirely of hemlocks, 

the Blackburnian Warbler was one of the most abundant and character- 

istic summer birds, in places even outnumbering the Black-throated Green 

Warbler, although it shunned strictly the extensive tracts of white pines 

which D. wivens seemed to find quite as congenial as any of the other 

evergreens. A set of four fresh eggs was taken June 26, 1887. The nest, 

which was found by watching the female, was built at a height of about 

thirty feet above the ground, on the horizontal branch of a black spruce, 

some six feet out from the main stem. Its bottom rested securely near 

the base of a short, stout twig. Above and on every side masses of dark 

spruce foliage, rendered still denser by a draping of Uszea (which covered 

the entire tree profusely), hid the nest so perfectly that not a vestige of it 

could be seen from any direction. This nest is composed outwardly of 

fine twigs, among which some of the surrounding Uswea is entangled and 
interwoven. The lining is of horse hair, fine, dry grasses, and a few of 
the black rootlets used by D. maculosa. The whole structure is light and 
airy in appearance, and resembles rather closely the nest of the Chipping 
Sparrow. The eggs measure respectively: .68 X -49; .66 X.50; .69 X .49; 
68 X .51 inch. They are marked with pale lavender, vandyke brown, 
mars brown, and black. Over most of the shell the markings are fine and 
sparsely distributed, but about the larger end they become broad and 
more or less confluent, tending to form a wreath pattern. Some of the 
black markings are linear, resembling pen scratches. The ground color 
of these eggs before blowing would have passed for dull white, but with 
the removal of their contents a delicate, yet faint, greenish tinge appeared 
and has since persisted. This greenish tinge was also a characteristic 
feature of eight eggs (representing two sets) taken by Mr. Bailey at Win- 
chendon before my arrival in 1887. Lest the identification of the above- 
described set be questioned, I will add that the female was seen to enter 
the nest, and that both she and her mate were shot and preserved. 

Auk, V, Oct,, 1888, p.391°92 . 



Birde of Weeterm North Oarolina. 
William brewster, 

73: Dendroica blackburnie. BLAcKBURNIAN WarBLER.—In Jackson 

and Macon Counties this Warbler was abundant everywhere above 3000 

feet, but I heard only one in Yancy County,—on the side of the Black 

Mountains at 3300 feet. On the crest of the Cowee Range, and about 

Highlands, they were among the commonest and most conspicuous 

woodland birds, frequenting old oak timber interspersed with hemlocks 

or bordering hemlock swamps. In these evergreens they were evidently 

breeding, or about to breed, for the males were in full song and paired, 

and I noticed that each had its particular hemlock which it guarded with 

jealous care, driving away all other small birds that came into or near it. 

The song here was peculiar, but still not sufficiently so as to be unrecogniz- 

able. Several males which I shot near Highlands differ from northern 

specimens in having the orange of the throat duller and paler. 

Auk, 8, April, 1886, p.174 
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‘One in West Townsend, a male feeding young just from 

the nest. Gnerally distributed in the country about Ashby, but 

found chiefly in spruce and hemlock woods on low ground. Very a- 

bundant on the sides of Nt. Watatiec in heavy spruce forest. The 

males in full some during our stay. The song of this species has 

at least three regular variations. It approaches at times the 

song of the Black and White creeper and at others of the Blue Yel- 

low Back Warbler. i 
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Notes from Greenfield, Mass, 
A ee — FIL, 
While collecting on the 18th of June I 

found a nest of Dendrceca blackburnice, 

Blackburnian Warbler, which contained 

three eggs; and to identify them I shot 

the female. The nest was situated about 

thirty feet high ina maple tree. It is a 
very plain structure resembling that of the PLOGIeT [ Vol. 11-No. 9 
Purple Finch. The eggs are white with a SS SS = 
bluish tint and spotted with reddish-brown 
and lilac, chiefly abont the laroer end 

the rs of his breeding plumage and in the 

busy occupation of domestic cares. 

Nest and Eggs of the Blackburnian Warbler.— On the 23d of May, 

1879, my lamented friend, the late A. Jenings Dayan, pointed out to me, 

high in a lofty pine, the yet unfinished nest of the Blackburnian Warbler 

(Dendreca blackburnie). The exact locality was a grove of large white 

pines (Pinus sfrobus) on a dry hill just east of Black River, at Lyon's 

Falls, Lewis County, New York. Some days previously Mr. Dayan had 

observed the female bird carrying in her bill a downy substance which 

afterwards proved to be the tufted seeds of the cat-tail. By the aid of a 

field-glass, after many hours of patient watching, he finally discovered the 

nest. On the 2d of June he ascended the tree and secured the prize. It 

was saddled on a horizontal limb twenty-five and a half metres (about 

eighty-four feet) from the ground. and three metres (about ten feet) from 

the trunk. The limb measured 15 mm, in diameter where the nest was 

attached. The nest contained four fresh eggs of the Blackburnian War- 

bler and one of the Cowbird (Afolothrus ater), 

Authentic published descriptions of the nest and eggs of this Warbler 

are so few in number, and so meagre in exact details, that I make no 

apology for presenting the following: the eggs measure, respectively (all 

measurements being in millimetres), 12.80 X 17.60, 12.60 X 17.80, 12.60 

18, and 12.80 X 17.60. The ground-color is pale bluish-green, spotted 

all over with umber-brown of varying intensity, the spots tending as usual 

to form a ring at the large end. One differs from the rest in being well 

sprinkled with blotches of rich dark-umber, which coalesce into a broad 

zone around the large end. ‘The nest is large, substantial, and very com- 

pact. It consists almost entirely of a thick and densely woyen mat of the 

soft down of the cat-tail (Zypha /atifolva), with seeds attached, and is 

lined with fine lichens, horse hair, and a piece of white thread. On the 

outside is an irregular covering of small twigs and rootlets, with here and 

there a stem of moss or a bit of lichen, The outside diameter of this 

rough envelope is 125 mm.; outside diameter of cup or nest proper, 74 

mm.; outside height, 53 mm. on one side and 42 mm. on the other. ‘Vhe 

inside of the cup measures 50 mm. in diameter and 29 mm. in depth.— 

C. Hart Merriam, Locust Grove, N. Y. AME, 2, Jan,, 18386, p. 103 
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Stratton, on our toilsome journey 

f Mt. Bigelow. Along the river 

ily the morning mist, through 

wry hemlocks, scattered here and 

irings, loomed up like the pyra- 

Nile, as we tramped through the 

to the forest edge. The trail was 

| with a scarcely perceptable rise 

ander the oaks and birches until we 
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Birds of Kalamazoo County, Mich. 

Dr. Morris Gibbs, 
40. [102.] Dendreca blackburnie (Gm.) Baird. 

Blackburnian Warbler,—Arrives from April 24 to 

May 11. The large majority pass north, but a few 

remain to breed in the county, Mr. Benjanin F. 

Syke has had the good fortune to secure two 

nests with eggs of this species. Both nests were 

placed on limbs well up in Tamarack trees. One 

was all of forty teet from the ground. The 

Blackburnian is again common in September and 
all do not leave us untiLearly October, 

0.& 0. %. Mar.1885.p.07 

Summer Birds of Buncombe County, 

N. Carolina. John S.Oairns. 

Dendroica blackburnice. Blackburnian Wavr- 

bler. Summer visitor; rare. 

young, but could never find their eggs 
Have taken the 

Have 

never observed them higher than 3,500 ‘feet. 
A 

O &O. XIV. Feb, 1889 p.21 

hoodlum band of his blue brothers came trooping 

noisily along, and pouncing upon him drove him 

away. Evidently the question of faunal areas 

had been discussed in Jaydom and Mt. Bigelow 

was unquestionably within the domains of @. 

christata. Ere long we entered the evergreen 

growth and leaving the path we picked our way 

the best we could over the fallen trunks ona short, 

cut to the summit. The bare rocks and blueberry 

patch of the ‘‘knob” was reached in due time (not 

being a professional mountain climber I decline to 

state the time occupied in the ascent) and the 

magnificent panorama of the country from Movse- 
head to Umbagog lay before me. with its numer- 

unre and i, B. WEBSTER. 

Sept. 1886.] AND O 

and small boulders to enjoy the fine view to be 

there obtained. How rapid is the change from 

the sublime to the ridiculous. On stepping for- 

ward a pace, the stone on which I was standing 

gave away and in the endeavor to regain my foot- 

ing, a small landslide precipitated me in a very 

undignified manner down the declivity until I 

“fetched up” under alarge hemlock. Fortunately 

my body was covered with gravel instead of 

bruises, and in a comfortable position I remained 

for a brief period, resting from the effect of my 

rapid transit. A slight movement among the 

lower branches of the tree caused me to look up 

and soon I saw eyeing me closely a male Black- 

burnian Warbler, Any motion on my part 

would cause him to bestir himself in an agitated 
manner, and when I arose to my feet he disap- 

peared. Patient watching was rewarded by see- 

ing the bird fly into the top of the hemlock, when 

the small commotion which ensued caused me to 

believe that a nest was therein placed. Casting off 

all superfluous clothing I began the ascent, a la- 

borious task, but the end proved my conjecture 

aright, for a nest of this Warbler was placed on a 
limb at about sixty feet from the ground. It 

was composed outwardly of hanging moss (wsnea) 

woven compactly with a few bits of fine bark and 

twigs, lined with the usual material, hair and 

feathers. The eggs were four in number, nearly 

fresh. They were spotted sparingly with reddish- 

brown over the entire surface, with the addition 

of a wreath of same color about the larger end. 

Dimensions of the set are as sah .66x.51, 

.66x.50, .65x.51 and .64x.50. 
0.0. 1. Banh. dgatoeds NBA /3/ 
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« Notes from Greenfield, Mass, 
Cy ' LN, 

While collecting on the 18th of June I 
found a nest of Dendraca blackburnic, 
Blackburnian Warbler, which contained | 
three eggs; and to identify them I shot 
the female. The nest was situated about 
thirty feet high ina maple tree. Itis a 
very plain structure resembling that of the DLOGIS 
Purple Finch. The eggs are white with a 

[Vol. 11-No. 9 

bluish tint and spotted with reddish-brown 
and lilac. chiefly about the larcer end 

Nest and Eggs of the Blackburnian Warbler.— On the 23d o| 

1879, my lamented friend, the late A. Jenings Dayan, pointed out 

high in a lofty pine, the yet unfinished nest of the Blackburnian V 

(Dendreca blackburnia). The exact locality was a grove of larg 

pines (Péxus strobus) on a dry hill just east of Black River, at | 

Falls, Lewis County, New York. Some days previously Mr. Day, 

observed the female bird carrying in her bill a downy substance 

afterwards proved to be the tufted seeds of the cat-tail. By the a 

field-glass, after many hours of patient watching, he finally discov 

nest. On the 2d of June he ascended the tree and secured the pt 

was saddled on a horizontal limb twenty-five and a half metres 

eighty-four feet) from the ground, and three metres (about ten fee 

the trunk. The limb measured 15 mm. in diameter where the n 

attached. ‘Vhe nest contained fouy fresh eggs of the Blackburnia} 

bler and one of the Cowbird (Molothrus ater). 

Authentic published descriptions of the nest and eggs of this 

are so few in number, and so meagre in exact details, that I n 

apology for presenting the following: the eggs measure, respectiv 

measurements being in millimetres), 12.80 X 17.60, 12.60 X 17.8 

x< 18, and 12.80 X 17.60. The ground-color is pale bluish-green, 

all over with umber-brown of varying intensity, the spots tending ¢ 

to form a ring at the large end. One differs from the rest in bei 

sprinkled with blotches of rich dark-umber, which coalesce into 

zone around the large end. he nest is large, substantial, and vei 

It consists almost entirely of a thick and densely woven ma pact. : 

soft down of the cat-tail (Zypha latifolia), with seeds attached, 

lined with fine lichens, horse hair, and a piece of white thread. 

outside is an irregular covering of small twigs and rootlets, with hi 

there astem of moss or a bit of lichen, The outside diameter} 

rough envelope is 125 mm.; outside diameter of cup or nest pr¢ 

mm.; outside height, 53 mm. on one side and 42 mm. on the othe 

inside of the cup measures 501mm. in diameter and 2g mm. in di 

C. Harr Merriam, Locust Grove, N. YAM, 2, Jan,, 188 

| rested here 

Birds of Kalamazoo County, Mich. 
Dr. Morris Gibbs, ’ 

40. [102.] Dendreeca blackburnie (Gm.) Baird. 
| Blackburnian Warbler.—Arrives from April 24 to 

May 11. The large majority pass north, butia few 

remain to breed in the county. Mr. Benjanin F. 

Syke has had the good fortune to secure two 

nests with eges of this species. Both nests were 

placed on limbs well up in Tamarack trees. One 

was all of forty feet from the ground. The 

| Blackburnian is again common in September and 
all do not leave us untiLearly October. 

0.&0. ¥.Mar.1885.p.97 

Summer Birds of Buncombe County, 

N. Carolina. John, Oairns. 

Dendroica blackburnic. Blackburnian War- 

bler. Summer visitor; rare. Have taken the 

young, but could never find their eggs. Have 

never observed them higher than 3,500 feet. 

O #0. XIV. Feb. 1889 p.21 
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Notes on Some Birds of the United 
States which Occur in the Mexi- 
can Fauna. 
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[Translated from the Author’s MSS., by F. H. Carpenter. ] 

(Continued from Page 117.) 
Vireo flavoviridis, (Yellow-green Vireo). Not 

commonly observed. Specimens were collected 
at Tampico and Merida in the autumn. Have 
seen them in summer very near the Rio Grande 
where they probably breed. 

Vireo gilwus, (Warbling Vireo). Often observed 
in numbers about Tampico, and in winter’as far 
south as Merida they are common. 

Vireo solitarius, (Blue-headed Vireo). I did not 
observe this bird as frequently as one would sup- 
pose. A few were taken along the Rio Grande in 
late autumn. In mid-winter I have scen them 
betwen Merida and Gautemala. 

Vireo solitarius cassinit, (Cassin’s Vireo). Two 
were taken near Guaymas in summer which bore 
marks of breeding. They are fairly common in 
autumn when passing south. 

Vireo atricapillus, (Black-eapped Vireo). Com- 
mon in the breeding season. Have found nests in 
the Rio Grande valley. Seen in winter about 
Campeche. 

Phainopepla nitens, (Phainopepla). Nothwith- 
standing the reports of this species being common 
in this country, my only specimen noted is the 

heap one sent, which was taken about ten miles from 
Tampico, state the ‘ 

magnifice Tachycineta thalassina, (Violet-green Swallow), 
PAN An aw > = 1, 1h Hes BEE a eee m 

head to Umbagoe Tay feiore Me. wiih tts nnmor. 
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DENDROICA BLOKBURNLE, 
ackburnian Warbler. 

This beautiful little Warbler arrived in Monroe 

county on April 22d, that being the date of first 

observation; on the following day they were seen 
quite commonly. These birds were noticed only 

along the edges of the open fields, some distance 

back from the mountains, and in company 

with Chestnut-sided and Yellow Warblers. Up 

to May 3d, I saw them only in such places, when 

on that date I observed a single one in the mixed 

growth of oak and chestnut on the mountain 

sides. During the first week in May they were 
very common, but about May 10th they dimin- 

ished in numbers, and by the 15th not one could 

be found in an entire day’s tramp. On the 18th 
a severe rain storm accompanied by a cold north- 

east wind occurréd, and on the following morn- 
ing a few were scen gleaning insects in the devel- 

oping foliage of the water oaks (Quercus aquatica) 
and a number were seen in the oak forests on the 
mountains, but by night they had disappeared 
and none were seen the next day. An ascent of 

Smoky Mountain, in Blount county, on May 25th, 

discovered to me this handsome Warbler in full 
numbers. They were principally met with at 

‘about 3,000 feet altitude on the dividing line be- 
tween the spruce (Addes nigra) and the deciduous 

\ 
\ 
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trees, and which gave an equality of the two va- 

rieties. Proceeding still further up, I found a 
few birds of this species, but the majority seemed 

to prefer an admixture of the hard wood growth. 

At Roane county, in the Walden ridge, this 

Warbler was found to select the spruce growth 

at a higher altitude than on Great Smoky Moun- 
tain; perhaps the southern slope of Walden ne- 

cessitated a higher rise to equal the same temper- 

ature of the northern exposure of the Great 
Smoky chain. The movements of the Black- 

burnian Warbler define quite plainly the faunal 

lines of this country. The three faune so well 

known to New England or Eastern North Amer- 
ica, the Canadian, Alleghanian and Carolinian, 

give to this region all of their distinctive features; 
the extreme mountain heights representing the 

Canadian, the Alleghanian from about. 4,000 feet 

altitude down to the Carolinian, which meets it. 

at about 2,000 feet. Mr. Brewster gives altitudes 

at about 500 feet higher in each instance, in his 

observations in North Carolina, but the localities 

must vary as the figures given above are correct 

for this region, as great care was taken in de- 

termining the faunal lines. 
Several readings of the thermometer were 

taken at various heights. On May 21st, in the 

valley, the mean temperature was 48°. May 22d, 

at about 2,500 feet, the mean was recorded at 42°, 

and at 4,000 feet the mean was 38°. Less varia- 

tion was noted at the latter height, the mercury 

not rising higher than 44°, while in the valley 
60° and 36° were the extremes on May 2ist. The 
especial value of the above thermosatic notes in 

determining the relative temperature comes from 

the fact that in the valley the thermometer was 
the same on all three days, viz., 60° as a mean 

record. I found the Blackburnian Warbler a 

true type of the Canadian fauna, hence the above, 

notes in connection with it. The Blackburnian 
Warbler despite the fact of keeping in nearly 

similar surroundings, breeds earlier than those of 
game species which penetrate farther north. A 
nest was found by my cousin, who accompanied 
me, on May 31st. It was placed on the horizon- 

tal limb of a fir (Ades fraserz) and not so compact 

as one found by Mr. F. H. Carpenter at Mount 
Bigelow, Maine. It was almost as flimsy as that 
of the Chestnut-sided Warbler, and contained 
only one egg. The female sat upon the edge of 
the nest and would not leave it until the out- 
stretched hand was within a few inches. Upon 
leaving it undisturbed she immediately resumed 

her former position and in a few moments, the 

male brought a larger specimen of Hphemeride, 

which they both were obliged to industriously 

visect in order to swallow. 

Gt@ XI. cee 160 Ju Mo. 
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Vol. XIV. BOSTON, MASS|-| return again, the female carrying a long grass 
',|blade. The male stayed close by her. They 

i ; h |t| went direct to the nest, thirty feet up in the 
Nesting of the Florida Burrowing h| far out tip of a branch of Hace spruce. I saw 

Owl. s| them go back and forth many times, the male 
simply keeping his mate company. 

The first nest was placed against the trunk, 

and upon a small branch which sprang from 

the tree at a height of twenty feet. 

The nest before me has a light platform of 

fine, dead twigs of the spruce. Into this is 

{| neatly woven a considerable quantity of Usnea, 

then a sufficient lining of finely shredded, inner 

bark of the bass wood, with a few long horse 

hairs, and a number of deer’s hairs. The rim 

of the structure is Usnea, neatly matted and 

twined, holding all together. Then the exterior 

is flecked all over with fluffs of cottony 

spider's webbing. Altogether it is an elegant 

work of art. It measures three inches across 

by one and a half inches in depth, thus being 

quite shallow. The depression in this is very 

shallow and small. It contained two fresh eggs 

of the owner and one of the Cow Bird, and at 

the foot of the tree were fragments of two 

more eggs which had been crowded from the 
nest by this parasite. 

In the second nest the materials were simi- 

lar to those in the first with the addition of 

some soft grasses. It had been placed in the 

fork of a horizontal branch near the tip and 

five feet from the trunk, thirty feet from the 

ground, Over this branch grew another, which 

lay close upon it, concealing the nest from 

every way. This set consisted of three eggs, 

with one of the inevitable Cow Bird. The 

|g |fourth egg lay broken on the ground. The 
f ana! bold eee tat *the owe ee . wee is|}eggs when fresh are rich, much resembling 
fan Mae ieee othe Ltuapn aluist lite le tod ane Caastaire sided Warten ally true. Town after town was\ \visited, aid With all the tugging and slipping I did in 

Brery Bary shat showed any signe Gf snl ga drawing myself up by means of those drooping, been recently inhabited was grubbed out fyom | alia lik binnel dewuieanttneadele tl 
1 to end, until at last, after tw: f ee eer ee wae ee a ee vente 5 able ae Ott tree had in consequence, the bird remained patient work, the coveted specimen was séen. 

close, never uttering a protest. So gentle and Now the fun began in earnest. That Vird I i Beek = | er | patient was she, I came well-nigh leaving her 
was bound to have, but he seemed to kn h d ff : 

“ © kndvw the in possession of her treasures. exact range of a gun. Not only that, but he r Pie naetors 
Baxter, Lowa. O &Q. XIV, Mar. i889 bp. 34-3 

Late in the fall of 1888 it was my good for- 

tune to find the owl towns in the great prairie 

which‘ earenehes away northward from Lake 

Okeech\pbee. Good fortune I say, but it was |,” 

not an ordinary every day bit of/ good luck. 

Ten days ¥ had been tramping over the seem- 

ingly endlgss prairie before I found my first |_ 

owl burrow) and it was over two weeks before |) 

I secured thé first specimen of the bird, which |" 

was about thie only reward for my long and | 

fatiguing trip.\ P 
Before going\ out I made diligent inquiries i 

among the “ edw boys”’ regarding the habits 

and locations of, these interesting birds. All 

had seen them, and could dhdenber vividly their || 

looks, note, and a¢tions, but all failed to locate ie 

any of their towns, This seemed to be due to / 

two causes: First, \because no one really cared if 

where the owls lived, and second, when hunt- 

ing or cattle-driving,\there was too much else |“ 

to look after, to make any aceurate examina- Fr 

tion of the spot where \the birds were seen, So 

it went out of mind at ‘once. But, after I met 

with some of the Semingles, the case was en-|° 

tirely different. Nothing escapes their obser- ie 

vation. They have name} for even the small-|* 

est and most insignificant looking birds and? 

plants, and their confidence once gained, they | 

will tell you anything you coe to aoe pro- 

vided, of course, you can und rstand their very 

peculiar Longue, \ 
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The Blackburnian Warbler at Home. 

Having ever admired the lovely little crea- 

ture—the subject of my sketch—and never 

| having become acquainted with him, save as a 

| transient visitor, when he rested for a time on 

his long journeys, it was with keen delight that 

I followed him on his home-going in the spring 
of 1887, 

Often have I watched these charming birds, 

as they moved about quietly among the foliage 

in search of food; but very little of their real 

nature did they disclose to me; never a note 

nor a chirp; silent and satisfied they soon 
hurried on. 

Oceasionally they are overtaken by a sudden 

cold snap, and then their plight is pitiable, 

Once while traveling in northern Lowa, during 

the month of April, a bitter cold spell of 

weather came quickly upon the track of a 

warm bright time, and I remember that in the 

town of Clarion many small birds had drifted 

into the more sheltered localities to escape the 

biting blast that had met them while crossing 

those treeless prairies. Among them wasa little 

Blackburnian Warbler, so chilled that it did 

not object to being held in my warm hand. 

Perhaps it blessed me for the kindness; at any 

rate, I know that nothing in that eventful col- 

lecting four gave me greater pleasure, 

The first time I saw this species was upon a 

fine spring morning at the old home near New- 

ton, lowa, when a small flock of male Black- 

burnians, with some Black-throated Green 

Warblers, spent a forenoon among the eyer- 

greens and shrubbery in my father's yard, 

They were very tame, permitting my sister 

and myself to approach within a few feet of 

them, where we watched their movements for 

}a2 long time, charmed by their brilliant garb 

and dainty actions as they flitted here and 

| there among the new leaves or the bloom-laden 

plum trees. Little did I then hope to see them 

in glad abandon, where tangled spruce and 

hemlock marches — which abound in the 

wooded lake region of northern Minnesota 

offer them a perfect home. During May and 

early June the males were in constant song. 

Perched upon a dry and broken branch of some 
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tall, old hemlock, one of these dauntless fel. 

lows will sit for hours in the warm sunshine, 

pouring forth his matchless melody. But let 

another male intrude upon his domain, and in 

a twinkling the song ceases and the songster is 

transformed into as much fight as his little 

feathers will contain. As soon as his jaunty 

foe is driven away, the perch is resumed, and 

his victory is heralded forth in ecstatic strains. 

These thrilling notes of love-making are diffi- 

cult to represent, somewhat resembling the 

song of the Black-throated Green Warbler, but 

to my notion, richer and more lively, and he is 

not at all afraid to come out and show himself, 

In fact he is a little vain of his flaming throat, 

and evident prowess in song, While thus a 

conspicuous object in these secluded wilds, his 

modest mate is gliding in and out among the 

thick foliage of the black spruce. One will 

start near the ground, and by hopping from 

-branch to branch, soon gain the close, cone- 

clad top, from which it lightly falls to another 

tree, and so continues its search. In the lo- 

cality where I observed them, the black spruce 

(Abies niger) seemed to be their favorite; aud a 

right good protection it is for the home- 

making, for when thickly draped with the long 

wands of pendant: Usnea—‘t Old Man’s Beard,’ 

—it is well nigh impossible to detect either the 

bird or nest. And it is only by watching the 

female, while carrying material, that one is 

likely to find the nest, and even then it is not 
an easy task, I spent many days before finding 

the first nest, and, at the time, there were two 

pairs building within a small radius, in a close 
set marsh. 

On the morning of May 20th, while waiting 

near the corduroy road, which crosses this 

marsh at a certain point, a female Blaeckbur- 

nian Warbler flew to the middle of the road 

and began tugging away at some hairs, which 

were secured, and carried into the thick, young 

hemlocks. This it repeated often, and my most 

earnest efforts failed to detect where she went. 

Three consecutive days she continued at her 

task, leaving me as much in mystery as at 
first. 

Several days later, by chance, I espied the 

bird contentedly sitting upon her eggs, up in a 

hemlock tree. Shortly after IT detected another 

pair building, and was more fortunate, for 

while standing silent at the edge of a small 

opening during a shower, a male Blackburnian 

came out on top of a black spruce, and after 

pluming himself, flew away, to return in the 

course of half an hour, when they both made 

their appearance. Soon both left shortly to 

return again, the female carrying a long grass 

blade. The male stayed close by her. They 

went direct to the nest, thirty feet up in the 

far out tip of a branch of black spruce. I saw 

them go back and forth many times, the male 

simply keeping his mate company. 

The first nest was placed against the trunk, 

and upon a small branch which sprang from 
the tree at a height of twenty feet. 

The nest before me has a light platform of 

fine, dead twigs of the spruce. Into this is 

neatly woven a considerable quantity of U, snea, 

then a sufficient lining of finely shredded, inner 

bark of the bass wood, with a few long horse 

hairs, and a number of deer’s hairs, The rim 

of the structure is Usnea, neatly matted and 

twined, holding all together. Then the exterior 

is flecked all over with flufis of cottony 

spider’s webbing. Altogether it is an elegant 

work of art. It measures three inches across 

by one anda half inches in depth, thus being 

quite shallow. The depression in this is very 

shallow and small. It contained two fresh eggs 

of the owner and one of the Cow Bird, and at 

the foot of the tree were fragments of two 

more eggs which had been crowded from the 
nest by this parasite. 

In the second nest the materials were simi- 

lar to those in the first with the addition of 

some soft grasses. It had been placed in the 

fork of a horizontal branch near the tip and 

five feet from the trunk, thirty feet from the 

ground, Over this branch grew another, which 

lay close upon it, concealing the nest from 

every way. This set consisted of three eggs, 

with one of the inevitable Cow Bird. The 

fourth egg lay broken on the ground. The 

eggs when fresh are rich, much resembling 

those of the Chestnut-sided Warbler. 

With all the tugging and slipping I did in 

drawing myself up by means of those drooping, 

rope-like branches, and with all the jolting the 

tree had in consequence, the bird remained 

close, never uttering a protest. So gentle and 

patient was she, I came well-nigh leaving her 
in possession of her treasures. 

J, W. Preston. 
Baxter, lowa. O &@Q, xiv, Mar, 1889 p.34-55 



Nesting of the Blackburnian Warbler. 

Last June, my brother and I left Boston to 
visit a friend who had a place near the foot of 
Mount Monadnock, N. H. The morning after 
our arrival we started for a stroll down the 
road which ran by the house —he with a fish- 
ing rod, I with a gun—and after a while came 
to a grove of thirty or forty large hemlocks, 
from sixty to seventy-five feet high, 

As there did not seem to be anything there 
we were about to continue our walk, when I 
heard a note sumething like the song of a 
Black and White Creeper but much stronger, 
and almost immediately discovered a Black- 
burnian Warbler (Dendroica blackburnice) 
perched on a maple near the grove. But we 
were seen at the same instant and the bird 
with its mate, which was near by, flew off over 
the tree-tops, leaving us without any hope of 
seeing them again. All the same, we con- 
cluded to look around the grove, but could 
find nothing but two Chipping Sparrows’ nests 
and a suspicious looking bunch near the end 
of a branch of one of the hemlocks, about 
sixty feet from the ground. But as such 
bunches are common enough anywhere, and 
we could see the sky through this one, I 
thought it would be of no use to examine it 
more closely. Therefore we went on down 
the road but did not find anything else, except- 
ing one trout and three “suckers” that my 

| brother caught. 

The next day we passed the grove again and 
again we heard the Blackburnian Warbler 
singing. Thinking it strange that it should 
have come back, we crept into the grove as 
quietly as possible and had just come to the 
point from which the ‘‘ bunch,” found the day 
before, could be seen through the branches, 
when the Warbler, with its bright orange 
throat contrasting strongly with the dark back- 
ground of the grove, darted out of the trees a 
little way off, straight up to the bunch, and, | 
hovering over it an instant, settled down upon 
it. I have never found a nest so suddenly and 

| unexpectedly as this one, and I was not long 
in getting up to it. Then I could see three 
eggs, but could not reach them as they were 
too far out on the branch. Wishing to get the 
full set, we left the nest until next day, 
when I succeeded in getting the nest by tying 
the branch to the one above it and then cutting 
it off, after which I drew it in and thoroughly 
enjoyed looking at the eggs, five in number, 
before touching the nest. 
As soon as I commenced cutting off the 

branch, both birds who, until then, had only 
watched from a distance, became very much 
excited and began flying around, sometimes 
within two or three feet of me, and uttering 
sharp chirps. One of them lit on the branch, 
although it was shaking considerably, so that 
there can be no doubt that it belonged to them. 
But in order that there should be no doubt at 
all I shot the male, who, when he saw that he 
could do nothing, had perched himself on a 
neighboring branch where he was pluming 
himself as if nothing had happened. 
The nest was about sixty feet from the 

ground, seven feet from the trunk of the tree 
and four inches from the main stem of the 
branch. It was set into a thick cluster of 
rather small twigs which held it firmly so that 
it could not blow away; for, with the excep- 
tion of the last morning it was blowing a gale, 
day and night, during our entire stay. It is 
composed of hemlock twigs, rootlets and a few 
pine needles, with here and there a bit of 
Spanish moss, all woven rather loosely together 
and lined with horse-hair. The diameter ex- 
ternally, three and a quarter inches; internally, 
two inches, and it is two inches deep. The 
bottom is so thin that it can easily be seen 
through,—it was this that almost caused our 
overlooking it. 

The eggs vary very little in size and shape, 
being .68x.58, .67x.54, .67x.54, .67x 75a, | 
67x .53. They are greenish-white in ground 
color, spotted and blotched all over, but most 
thickly at the larger end, with different shades 
of purple and brown which in some is nearly 
black. They were collected June 7th, and inen- 
bation had just begun, so that they must have 
been all laid when the nest was first found, 
although I could see only three. (©. W. B. 

~~ me 





CAPTURE OF THE YELLOW-THROATED WARBLER IN MASSACHUSETTS, 
-In the collec- 

tion of Mr. George E. Browne of Dedham I saw, a few days since, a 

Yellow-throated Warbler (Dendraca dominica) that was shot by him on 
the banks of Charles River in that town nine or ten years ago. ‘This is a 
new bird to the State and the second New England record. 

H. A. Purckee , Vhewtor sy i i 

Bull, N.0.G, 3,July, 1878, p. YE. 

Dendroica dominica. 

"Birds of Connecticut! Merriam. 

Shelf V, 

Dendroica dominica GLDILOPA- [49694]. Brew iter at: 

Extracts from letters from George E.Browne of Dedham, Mass. 

May 26, 1903. "The Warbler, male, was taken in Dedham on the 

banks of Charles River on a willow tree on the 4th of Nov., 1865 or 

1866. It was a cold disagreeable day and was the only bird seen." 

To Wm.Brewster. 

July 22, 1903. "fhe Warbler was shot by myself on a willow tree 

that stands on what is called the town landing & is still there. 

It was a very cold day on the fourth of Nov. and was the only bird 

seen. It was late in the afternoon and the tree was bare of leaves. 

He was very lively gleaning among the lower branches. He was also 

mounted by myself the next day. When I shot the Flyeateher I did 

not keep any notes, but later I did keep a few and had the data of 

the Warbler) but was lost with some others on a trip to the cane a 

year or so after. So that I have never been quite sure of the ex- 

act date, but am confident that it was in '66 as near as I ean be 

without swearing to the same." To W.Deane. Letters on file. 



Yellow-throated Warbler in Brooklyn, N. Y.— On the morning of 

April 29, 1917, while walking through Prospect Park, Brooklyn, I was 

attracted by a loud ringing song quite strange to me, though somewhat 

suggestive of that of the Indigo Bunting. I easily located the singer in 
some low maple trees on the bank between the Rose Garden and Flatbush 

Ave. In its actions the bird was very deliberate, strikingly different from 

most members of its family in this respect. I was able to approach within 

a few feet as it was so tame or perhaps exhausted from its unusual journey, 
and I was thus able to identify it at my leisure. 

I could see no trace of yellow in the line in front of the eye which would 
indicate that the individual belonged to the western race known as the 

Sycamore Warbler, but as the amount of yellow is variable and the geo- 

graphical probability is in favor of the Yellow-throated Warbler I leave the 

subspecific identification open. This is in all probability the same bird 

seen by Mr. Fleisher (Bird-Lore, 1917, p. 150) on the day previous and 

identified as the eastern subspecies. Later in the day I again saw the 

bird, in company with Mr. Preston R. Bassett. It was not singing on 

this occasion but was still so tame and deliberate in its movements that it 
-was easily studied. Since then on subsequent visits to the same locality 

Ihave been unable to find any trace of the bird —Ratpn M. HARRINGTON, 
Brooklyn, N. Y: =#- 

Auk Ul. oxox Lv, ey C917 70. 343-BY¥E., 
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color White, the blui or purplish 

ntirely wanting. Notwithstanding the 

ition to which the egg is subject, I have 
a0 other which aighonest collector could 
i for it. var ah 
ne bird is suecessful inearing one brood, 
pot think it attempts a Second, but when 

ad jai any way will build three times or 

rhapsoftener, in a season. J have never 

i, breeding, and seldom feedtyg, outside 

of pine timber. 
" 

+ o4 

'Nesting of the Yellow-throated War- 

bler. 

BY R. B. MCLAUGHLIN, STATESVILLE, N. C. 

The Yellow-throated Warbler, (Dendreca 

dominica) first came under my observation on 

April 9th, 1887. I was out in search of nests 

of the Pileated Woodpecker and had entered a 

‘small tract of primitive woods consisting most- 

ly of oaks interspersed with a very large species 

|of pine, usually called ‘‘lumber’ pine here, to 

contra-distinguish it from a smaller variety 

| which is found on the barrens. These pines 
with their lofty trunks rugged and bare, and 

their limbs all clustering around in a circle near 

their tops, which waved majestically twenty or 

thirty feet above the surrounding timber, were 

strikingly picturesque and formed the most 

conspicuous feature of the landscape. From 

the tops of these pines came the peculiar song 

‘of a bird entirely new to me, and though I 

thought it a migrant, which were then plenti- 

ful, some unknown to me. yet I became so 

‘much interested in the song that I decided to 
‘shoot one of the birds for identitication. 

I think the pines were from a hundred and 

ten to a hundred and twenty-tive feet high, and 

‘the birds had a preference for the top which 

was very decided, and on leaving one pine flew 

to another, never seeming to feed in the other 

trees, though I saw a savage fight between two 
males in the top of an oak. Judging from their 

songs, there were about eight males in all which 

lwere well scattered over the piece of woodland, 

guess I gave about all of them a call, but 

them so high that it was useless to do 

ing but hold my powder. I suppose the 
es were arriving since a fight ensued 

ever the males met; at any rate, I saw 
ur. 1 returned a week or more later with 

erous intentions and found them still in 

ps of the pines, but after some ineffective 

oting, killed one, which Dr. A. K. Fisher 
indly identified for me, 
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all, but built closely to the main body of the 
tree, the bottom part resting on a short dead 

| stick. It does not contain a sprig of moss nor 

| a lichen as described by Audubon, but resem- 

bles closely that of the Pine Warbier, which I 

| hope will be described later, being about half 

/as large and is composed outwardly of about 

| the same materials, yet somewhat finer in qual- 

ity, and is lined with a quantity of horse-hair 

instead of feathers. It has one prominent fea- 

|ture, however, and there is some attempt at 

| weaving. I was surprised to see a nest so 

/warm and compact at that time, so far south. 

| I did not see the mother bird but shot her mate 

/which went with the nest and egg to the U. S. 
National Museum. ‘The ege is white rather 
heavily spotted with brown. 

O &Q,, X11. Oot. 1887 BP. (71-1 f 2 

Notes on the Nesting of the Yellow- 
Throated Warbler. 

BY WALTER IOXIR, FROGMORR, 8. ©. 

| In a recent issue of the O. & O, (October, 
1887), two articles appeared on the Nesting of 
the Yellow-throated Warbler (Dendreca domin- 
ion), The experience of the two observers 
seems to be so very different, that it would ap- 
pear at firstas though one or the other of them 
taust be wrong. But when we take into von- 
sideration that they are both well practised 
collectors, and also that there is a wide differ- 
ence in the localities in which their observa- 
tions are made, we must pause and seck for a 
natural explavation of the apparently conflict- 
ing facts which they record. 

Leaving out of account the difference of lo- 
cality, it seems as though the habits of the bird 
itself will almost explain away all these con- 
flicting points. Pre-eminently a searcher for 
his food, he is no less an adept at fly-catching 
on the wing, and’ can also if occasion requires 
it, do some pretty fair work at picking into the 
bark and crevices after the manner of the Nut- 
hatches and ‘Tits. In fact t, I remember once 
Seeing a pair of Yellow-throated Warblers 
‘shower down so much bark and rotten chips 

from the partially decayed limb of an oak, that 

I was quite suspicious that they were excavat- 

ing, or at least enlarging a hollow in which to, 

build; and I do not think it would be a sur- 

prising fact to find a nest in such a location. 

A general rule for all birds seems to be that 

the greater their range of adaptability to ob- 

tain subsistence, the greater is their range in 

nest architecture. This observation does not 

necessarily imply a wide geographical distri- | 

bution, which would of itself explain much of 

the local variation in nesting habits. But a 

bird that inhabits the moss-shrouded swamps | 

of the sea coast, the open sunny pine barrens 

of the back country, and even extends his 

range into the hard wood forests of the foot | 

hills, must of necessity be well able to rear his 

young in such widely different places as a 

bunch of hanging moss or an open nest placed 

against the trunk of a pine tree. } 

O,&O, SHI Jae il 2S8 p10 0-/0/ 
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The birds lingered so long that it was evident | . 

they were preparing to breed and I was becom- 

ing more interested, and though seemingly use- 

less, could not resist a desire to search for their | 

nests. I visited the colony with that intention, 

about the last of April. and finding the warblers 

in the highest pines only, naturally concluded 

their nests could not be elsewhere. It was | 

most impossible that’ so small a nest could be 

seen from below, and in case it could, there 

was a trunk between it and the ground that I 

did not care to scale;: indeed my enthusiasm |) 

was so diminished that I was not sure I wanted |) 

to see a nest, so I left without any intention of 

returning, though J knew little or nothing was 

known of the nesting habits of the bird. 

About the middle of May, while passing a 

body of pines of the lesser variety, I heard the 

peculiar song of D. dominica and thinking a | 

pair had wandered from the others, I hastened 

to the spot whence it came, but when there || 

heard the voice near a ereek a short distance |) 

away; so supposing the bird was straying |) 

about feeding, I passed on. I heard the song 

on seyeral occasions afterward, however, and 

was convinced that the pair was breeding, but || 

did not have time to investigate. 

On June 4th I decided to follow the birds un- 

til one should go to its nest, though I expected 

to find them feeding young. On nearing the 

pines I heard the song of the male exactly |) 

where I heard it first, some weeks before. | 

Guided by this, I found him high in a pine, his 

mouth then- well filled, though this seemed no 

obstacle to his song which was uttered at regu- 

lar intervals. I was expecting every moment } 

to see him leave for the nest, but he continued || 
to fly from tree to tree gathering more food, 

scanning the limbs to the end, climbing out on || 
the tips of the needle-shaped leaves and look- | 

ing over, head downward. When the game || 

flew, he took it in very quickly, after the fash- | 

ion of the Fly-catehers. Even in the smaller | 

pines he evinced his disposition to feed near 

the top. I was astonished to see this bird de- 

scend from a height of sixty feet and alight by 

his nest in a small pine near me. After the 

height at which I had always seen him, there | 

was his nest only nineteen feet from the || 

ground! Nota note passed and my hopes ran \ 

high, thinking I had caught him feeding his |) 

mate on her nest. It is useless to say I clam- |) 

bered up; I could not stay away. ‘The nest | 

contained three birds, quite young and one eg¢ 

containing no embryo, which made a very nice ||) 

Specimen. 

‘The nest was not pensile, as claimed by Nutt- 
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all, but built closely to the main body of the 

tree, the bottom part resting on a short dead 

stick. It does not contain a sprig of moss nor 

}a lichen as described by Audubon, but resem- 

bles closely that of the Pine Warbler, which I 

hope will be described later, being about half 

as large and is composed outwardly of about 

| the same materials, yet somewhat finer in qual- 

‘ity, and is lined with a quantity of horse-hair 

instead of feathers. It has one prominent fea- 

|ture, however, and there is some attempt at 

| weaving. I was surprised to see a nest so 

| warm and compact at that time, so far south. 

I did not see the mother bird but shot her mate 

which went with the nest and egg to the U.S. 

National Museum. ‘The egg is white rather 

heavily spotted with brown. 
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Notes on the Nesting of the Yellow- 

Throated Warbler. 

BY WALTER HOXIRB, FROGMORR, 8 

In a recent issue of the O. & O. (Oe tober, 

1887), two articles appeared on the Nesting of 
the Yellow-throated Warbler (Dendreca domin- 
ica). Vhe experience of the two observers 

| Seems to be so very different, that it would ap- 
pear at firstias though one or the other of them 
must be wrong. But when we take into con- 
sideration that they are both well practised 
collectors, and also that there is a wide differ- 
ence in the lovalities in which their obserya- 
tions are made, we must pause and seek for a 
natural explanation of the apparently conflict- 
ing facts which they record. 

Leaving out of account the difference of lo- 

cality, it seems as though the habits of the bird 
itself will almost explain away all these con- 
flicting points. Pre-eminently a searcher for 
his food, he is no less an adept at fly-catching 
on the wing, and’ can also if oceasion requires 

it, do some pretty fair work at picking into the 
bark and crevices after the manner of the Nut- 
hatches and Tits. In fact, I remember once 

seeing a pair of Yellow-throated Warblers 

shower down 50 much bark and rotten chips 

from the partially decayed limb of an oak, that 

I was quite suspicious that they were excavat- 

ing, or at least enlarging a hollow in which to | 

build; and I do not think it would be a sur- 

prising fact to find a nest in such a location. 

A general rule for all birds seems to be that 

the greater their range of adaptability to ob- 

tain subsistence, the greater is their range in 

nest architecture. This observation does not 

necessarily imply a wide geographical distri- | 

bution, which would of itself explain much of 

the local variation in nesting habits. But a 

bird that inhabits the moss-shrouded sywamps 

of the sea coast, the open sunny pine barrens 

of the back country, and even extends his 

range into the hard wood forests of the foot | 

hills, must of necessity be well able to rear his 

young in such widely different places as a 

bunch of hanging moss or an open nest placed 

against the trunk of a pine tree. 

0,&0, X11, Jaln1888 p10 ¢~-/0/ 
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Nesting of the Yellow-throated War- 

bler, at Raleigh, N. C. 

The 25th of April, 1889, was not at all a 

promising day, and seemed much inclined to 

rain, but as the weather didn’t come to any 

conclusion I took my gun and went out to do 

a little collecting. As the weather seemed un- 

‘settled I went into a tract of medium sized 

pines quite near town to see what I could 

come up with. Yellow-throated, Pine and 

Prairie Warblers all stayed there, as well as 

hosts of Chipping Sparrows, so I was sure of 

something to look for anyhow. On entering 

the pines I started in to look for Yellow-throats 

but couldn’t at first find any, but hearing a ¢ 

Prairie singing, the other side of an empty 

mill pond on the edge of the pines, I crossed 

said pond and bagged him. 

On coming back I heard the well-known song 

of my old friend, the Yellow-throat (when 

writing or speaking of “¢ Yellow-throat”’ I al- 

ways refer to D. dominica, G. trichas I always 

think and speak of as merely ‘‘ Maryland”’), 

and on inyestigating found a pair together. 

Well, I watched that pair and weakened my 

eyes staring at them as they loafed about from 

pine to pine, but they never gave any signs of 

building, or of interest in anything except 

catching bugs and pruning their feathers, and 

I began to think it was no go as on previous 

oceasions. At last, however, they loafed back 

into a pine near by where they came from, and 

while watching the 9 I caught sight of a nest 

on a limb looking much like a Pine Warbler’s, 

but asno bird was on the nest and no Pine 

Warbler was near by I didn’t think it likely. 

On climbing the tree to look at the nest I 

found it was smaller and looked much grayer 

outside than a Pine Warbler’s, and also that 

the sides were attached to small twigs. The 

birds, however, showed no interest in the mat- 

ter, and the nest had no eggs in it, so I left in 

doubt as to whether I had found a prize or | 

not. 
Three days after, on the 28th, I took my 

brother to look at the nest to see what hej 

could make of it. He reported no eggs, but 

while looking at the nest the 2 Yellow-throat | 

came into the pine and moved uneasily about, 

plainly showing she owned the nest, and so | 

we went away satisfied. 

On May 4th, we again visited the nest and | 

took therefrom a set of four fresh eggs; the | 

9 kindly staying on the nest long enough for | 

absolute identification. This was our only set | 

taken this year, although three more pairs 

nested in those same pines, and at least a dozen 

pairs in our whole collecting grounds. 
As this nest differed so much from one 

found last, I give some particulars of both. 

Nest taken May 4, 1889, 20 feet high in a 

pine tree, placed ona horizontal limb, 7 feet 

from trank; the nest small, frail and neat, 

the sides being firmly attached to small twigs. 

My brother who took the nest said it could 

not have been taken except by hand on ac- 

count of its frailty. 

Nest taken May 11, 1888, 65 feet high, 12 

feet from trunk; built among the twigs at the 

end of apine limb. The nest had to be toin 

from the twigs with grappling hooks, and it 

took a great deal of tearing too, yet it came to 

hand very little injured. This nest was larger 

and deeper than a Pine Warbler’s, and was 

composed of grape-vine bark, horse hair and 

white chicken feathers. This only contained 

one egg. 
The nests of this bird seem to be quite hard 

to find. One point is that the male bird does 

not appear to sing in the neighborhood of the 

nest much, another is, I am-afraid I was not 

quite early enough in looking them up this 

year; the only nest found was buitt, and I was 

then looking for birds building. 

C. S. Brimley. 
Raleigh, N. C. O &O. XIV, Oct. 1889 p.151 



j be to watch the birds. 

’ 

from the nest, as she was very restless. 

Nesting of the Yellow-Throated 

Warbler. 

BY ARTHUR T. WAYNE, CHARLESTON, S. C. 

This beautiful Warbler (Dendroica dominica) 

is one of my earliest bird acquaintances, being 

found near Charleston the whole year. It is a 

permanent resident, and I have seen them when 

the thermometer only marked 10° above zero. 

They inhabit mixed woods, where there is an 

abundance of moss (Tillandsia usneoides). In 

pees: 169 

fact, where the moss is wanting you will rarely 

see them. I should not call them Swamp 

|Warblers, but have time and again shot them 

in very dense Swamps. 
Ihave long known that this Warbler was a 

| very early breeder, as I have taken the young 

flying about as early as April 22nd, but was 

‘\/\niile to find their eggs until last Spring 

| (1887). I knew that they nested in the hanging 

| moss, but one may as well hunt for a “needle 

‘|i a haystack,” as to hunt for the nest of this 

| bird in moss hanging down from live oak trees 

\six to ten feet, and from two to three feet 

‘through. I determined to spend a month, 

however, if necessary, to find the nest of this 

bird, and concluded that the best way would 
After many days of 

| follewing the birds, I was so fortunate as to 

‘ind the first nest. 
On April 10th I was watching a pair of the 

\birds in question. About mid-day the male 

was singing with great fervor, and his mate 

was very busy feeding, flying from one piece of 

moss to another. I aan she had come directly 
I 

_\therefore watched her very attentively. She 

5) aot on feeding for about five minutes, and I 

hen saw her fly to a large mass of moss (usned) 

} an 11 hastened to the spot to see if she was still 

|| feeding, or if it was her nest. Upon reaching 

|| the spot, I could not see her, so I resolved 

immediately to climb the tree, and such a 

climb! When I reached the spot where I saw her 

fly to, I looked carefully for the nest, and shook 

|| the limb, but she did not come from her charge. 

I was about to come down the tree, when I 

thought I would take a last look. Upon ex- 

amining the moss, she flew out—quite to my 

surprise—and began to chirp. The nest was 

| built in the moss, and was completely hidden 

| under a large limb, about thirty feet from the 

| ground, and in a live oak tree. The nest was 

made of the flowery part of the moss, with fine 

|pieces of grass, and lined profusely with 

feathers. The nest is very symmetrical—with 

well defined sides, and was built in the moss, 

resting on a bed of the same. The eggs were 

five in number, three were on the point of 

hatching, and the other two were addled. ‘The 

ground color is a dirty, or bluish white, spotted 

and blotched with lilac, pale brown, and neutral 

tints, gathering at the larger end in a wreath, 

with confluent blotches, leaving the smaller 

end spotted with minute specks. Unfortunately 

one of the eggs was broken in blowing, as the 

young were very large. I shot the female, 

thus rendering identification absolute. These 
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eggs were laid about March 31st, as the young 

were on the point of hatching. 

My second nest was taken April 26th. Isaw 

the birds when they commenced to build it. It 

was built in a bunch of moss, and made of 

essentially the same materials as the last, and 

was about thirty feet from the ground, in a 

live oak tree. 
The eggs in this set are four in number, and 

were perfectly fresh. They are an exquisite 

set, being beautifully spotted with lilac, bright 

red, and different shades of brown, around the 

larger end, in a large wreath, upon a white, or 

creamy white ground. ‘They are very much | 

pointed, and in shape resemble the eggs of | 

certain Waders. 
Published accounts are so rare as regards the 

breeding of this Warbler, that I thought the 

foregoing would be of interest to odlogists. I 

only know of six sets of eggs of this Warbler 

in collest Q'S, KIL Oot. 1887 p./67-/70 
> © + 

The Number of Eggs in a Set. 

% 
BY F, L. BURNS, BERWYN, PENN. 

Having read from time to time in the O. AND 
O. the opinion of many collectors on this sub- 

ject, I venture to give my limited experience in 
this line. I‘commenced eollecting in 1885, and 

for a time was ‘“‘cheated” out of many sets, es- 

pecially of our most common birds, by waiting 

for the female toilay the number of eggs ‘bird 

doctors” stated they did lay. In the mean time 

the eggs would hatch, or be so hard set as to 

be worthless. Many young collectors com- 

plain of this, and now some take the eggs as 
soon as founds complete set or not, claiming 

that this is the only sure way. 
For instance, the Wood Thrush, (Hylocichla 

mustelina) lays three more often than four eggs, 

and I have yet to find a seb, of five; and yet 

most writers claim the usual\set to be four or | 

five eggs. 
Of forty eggs and young of this species i 

found by me the past season, I find to be divid- , 

ed in sets as follows: 

Sets of 2 

In all eggs incubation had comménced, in 

many cases advanced. \ 

The first set was taken May 30th, the Jast set 
July 4th, but the majority were taken during | 

the first week in June. \ 
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Nesting of the Yellow-throated War- 

bler near Charleston, S. C. 

BY ARTHUR T. WAYNE. 

The month of April I spent at Hobcaw Point, 

Berkeley Co. S. C., with the intention of de- 

voting the whole of the time in searching for the 

nests of the Yellow-throated Warbler (Dendreca 

dominica). 

This place (Hobcaw Point) is one of the most 

beautiful country places near Charleston, and 

it is opposite the town. On entering the 

“Point” by water, the approach to the dwelling 

house is marked by a most exquisite avenue of 

Live Oak trees, which are over one hundred and 

fifty years old, and which are draped in Spanish 

moss which grows very luxuriantly. It is in 

this avenue that the beautiful Yellow-throated 

Warblers are to be found. They very rarely 

leave this location, and are resident the whole 

year. 

At the time of my arrival April 2d, I knew 

that some of the nests were already built, and 

I doubted if I would be successful in finding 

even one. The season was very backward, 

however, as it was very cold in March and I 

consoled myself with the hope that the War- 

pblers were delayed in their nest building. 

The next day April 3d, I marked three pairs 

of birds that were mated and undoubtedly 

breeding, and from two pairs of these Warblers 

I took five nests with eggs. 

he female builds her nest wholly by herself; 

the male takes no part whatever; he simply 

has a good time flying around and singing as if 

to encourage her with her work. The nest is 

only to be found by watching the female close- 

ly, and I do not hesitate to say that it is the 

most difficult nest I know of to tind. The 

female alone incubates the eggs, and is noteven 

fed by her mate. She has a pretty hard time! 

My first nest was taken on April 11th, and 

contained three fresh eggs. It was built in a 

bunch of moss, completely hidden, and under a 

large oak limb, and about thirty feet from the 

ground, and at the terminal braneh of a large 

limb which grew from the main body of a Live 

Oak tree. In five days only three eggs were 

laid, which shows that the set was complete, as 

the female was sitting. 

My second nest was found April 14th, and 

contained four eggs with large embryos. It 

was built like the first nest, but much higher— 

being fifty feet from the ground. I had much 

trouble in securing this nest, as it was on such 

a high tree, and the limb in which it was built 

was very rotten. 

was built in a bunch of moss, ina Black Gum 

four eggs with large embryos. The eggs in 

set are very handsome. 

My fourth nest was taken April 25th, and 

was built ina bunch of moss, in an oak tree, 

about forty feet from the ground, and contain- 

ed four eggs slightly incubated. This nest was 

hardest of the series to secure, as the limb was 

rotten and hung down about five or six feet, 

and the limb from which it grew was very 

small. I had to bind myself to the tree with a 

rope, and cut the limb as far as I could reach 

with a sharp knife. As it was, I gashed my 

thigh with the knife before I was at work very 

long, This set was the second laying of the 

birds to nest number two, and are very similar 

in coloration, 

My fifth and last set was taken on May Ist, 

and the eggs are exquisitely marked. The nest 

was built in a bunch of moss. in a Live Oak 

tree, about fifteen feet from the ground; the 

nest contained three eggs and were fresh. This 

set is the second laying of the birds to set num- 

ber three, and the eggs are also yery similar, 

but much handsomer—in fact the handsomest 

set I have yet taken of this Warbler. 

The nests all agree in materials, and work- 

manship,—being built of fine grass, weeds, 

Copyright, 1888, by F, H. CARPENTER and F. B, WEBSTER, 

Nest number three was taken April 19th, and | 

tree. forty feet from the ground, and contained | 
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snake skins, feathers, and lined with the flower 

of the moss; in one of the nests there is a 

quantity of cotton. The nest is built in a 

bunch of moss, and rests on a bed of the same. 

All of these eggs were taken from three pairs 

of birds, which were the only ones found in a 

radius of several miles. 

[Two of the sets of eggs of D. dominica re- 

ferred to by Mr. Wayne are now before me and 

may be described as follows: 

April 14, 1888. Four eggs. Ground color 

grayish-white, in some running to a pinkish 

white, spotted with lavender-gray, and burst 

umber. The markings are almost all near the 

larger ends, and form wreaths around the 
broadest diameters. One of the eggs has a large 
blotch of burnt umber which produces an odd 

ee ap measure .71 x .53; .71x.533 .69x 

April 11, 1888. Thrée eggs. Grayish-white 

ground color, spotted with lavender-gray and 

burnt umber. The markings form indistinet 

wreaths around the centres of the eggs. They | 

measure: .65x.51; .66x.49; .60x .49.—J. P. 

N.] 0,&0. XIII, Nov. 1888 p.161-2 & 
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quaintance of very long standing with this beautiful little species, 

still for five or six weeks during the past spring scarcely a day 

passed that I did not see one or more individuals. I first met with 

them at Mellonville, Florida, where, on March 14, I shot two speci- 

mens, both females, in the pine woods near the town. They were 

associated with Pine Warblers, Nuthatches, and Woodpeckers. 

During a trip up the Wekiva River, March 19 to 23 inclusive, I 

heard at frequent intervals a Warbler that I did not recognize sing- 

ing in the cypresses, but from the impenetrable nature of the 

swamps, and the great height of the trees, I was unable to get even 

a glimpse of the bird. A week later, while descending the St. 

John’s River by steamer, I again constantly heard, both from the 

cypress swamps and the open piny woods, the notes of this, to me, 

unknown species, and although I felt almost certain of its identity, 

it was not until I reached St. Mary’s, Georgia, that I proved to my 

satisfaction that my suspicions were correct. There, from the 6th 

of April to the 4th of May, I enjoyed abundant opportunities of 

studying its habits, for it was everywhere, in suitable localities, 

if not one of the most abundant, at least a generally distributed 

species. At the time of my arrival the males were in full song and 

mating. A few individuals haunted the moss-hung live-oaks that 

shaded the village streets, but the open piny woods were their fa- 

vorite abode. There, with the Summer Redbird (Pyranga estiva), 

the Pine Warbler (Dendraca pinus), the Brown-headed Nuthatch 

(Sttta pusilla), and a variety of Woodpeckers, they frequented the 

California to Nootka Sound. 

In winter — ? 
Male. Top of head and 

back bronzy-green, dullest 

on the forehead. Sides of 

the head, rump, flank, abdo- 

men, and under tail-coverts 

rufous. A gorget of metal- 
lic feathers, covering all the throat and extending on to the sides of the 

neck, brilliant coppery-red, with brassy reflections in certain lights. Up- 
per part of breast white. Wings purplish-brown. Tail short, cuneate, 

S. RUFUS, ¢. 8. HENSHAW, d.* 

* Figures reprinted from Mr. Henshaw‘s article (this volume, p. 53), with 

change of names. : 



THE YELLOW-THROATED WARBLER (DENDRGCA 
DOMINICA). 

BY WILLIAM BREWSTER. * 

Ir is indeed surprising that a bird so generally distributed through- 

out the Southern States as the above-named species should be so lit- 

tle known. In “ History of North American Birds” (Vol. I, p. 241), 

Dr. Brewer prefaces his account of its habits by the remark that 

its history “is very imperfectly known,” and then proceeds to draw 

upon the meagre and conflicting descriptions given by Wilson, 

Audubon, and Nuttall. Although I cannot myself claim an ac- 
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quaintance of very long standing with this beautiful little species, 

still for five or six weeks during the past spring scarcely a day 

passed that I did not see one or more individuals. I first met with 

them at Mellonville, Florida, where, on March 14, I shot two speci- 

mens, both females, in the pine woods near the town. They were 

associated with Pine Warblers, Nuthatches, and Woodpeckers. 

During a trip up the Wekiva River, March 19 to 23 inclusive, I 

heard at frequent intervals a Warbler that I did not recognize sing- 

ing in the cypresses, but from the impenetrable nature of the 

swamps, and the great height of the trees, I was unable to get even 

a glimpse of the bird. A week later, while descending the St. 

John’s River by steamer, I again constantly heard, both from the 

cypress swamps and the open piny woods, the notes of this, to me, 

unknown species, and although I felt almost certain of its identity, 

it was not until I reached St. Mary’s, Georgia, that I proved to my 

satisfaction that my suspicions were correct. There, from the 6th 

of April to the 4th of May, I enjoyed abundant opportunities of 

studying its habits, for it was everywhere, in suitable localities, 

if not one of the most abundant, at least a generally distributed 

species. At the time of my arrival the males were in full song and 

mating. A few individuals haunted the moss-hung live-oaks that 

shaded the village streets, but the open piny woods were their fa- 

vorite abode. ‘There, with the Summer Redbird (Pyranga cestiva), 

the Pine Warbler (Dendraca pinus), the Brown-headed Nuthatch 

(Sitta pusilla), and a variety of Woodpeckers, they frequented the 

beautiful Southern pines. Indeed, so great was their attachment 

to this tree that, with the exception of those heard in the cypress 

swamps of the Upper St. John’s, and the few that inhabited the 

oaks in the town, I do not remember to have seen one in any other 

tree. So marked and unyarying was this preference, that on more 

than one occasion I made use of the notes of this bird to guide me 

out of some bewildering thicket, feeling sure that beyond where it 

was singing I should find the more open pine-clad country. 

Nearly all the authors who have written on the Yellow-throated 

Warbler from personal observation compare his movements along 

the branches to those of the Black-and-white Creeper (Mniotilta varia). 

At first I was inclined to the same opinion, but after my eagerness 

to secure specimens had somewhat abated, through success in col- 

lecting them, I felt more at leisure to watch the pretty little birds 

before taking their innocent lives, and, having spent many hours in 
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carefully studying their habits, I became convinced of the error of my 
earlier impressions. Their movements are much slower than those 
of the Mniotilta, and there is less of that crouching, creeping motion. 
They do, indeed, spend much of their time searching the larger 
branches for food, but it is much more in the manner of the Pine 
Warbler, and their motion is rather a hopping than a creeping one. 
I have never seen them ascend the trees from the roots to the top- 
most branches, as Audubon relates, but I occasionally observed one 
clinging against the main trunk for a moment, to seize an insect, 
as will the Bluebird (Stalia sialis) and many of the Warblers. Their 
hunting-ground is for the most part, however, among the higher 
branches, and a considerable part of their time is spent at the ex- 
tremities of the limbs, searching for food among the pine needles, 
Their bright yellow throats, brought out by contrast with the dark 
evergreen foliage, give them a certain resemblance to the Black- 
burnian Warbler (Dendreca blackburnice). The males are not very 
persistent singers. I rarely heard them during the warm hours 
of the day, even when pairing was almost their sole occupation. 
Their song is very pretty ; it may be nearly imitated by the syl- 
lables T'wsee-twsee-twsee, twsee-see, the last two rising and terminat- 
ing abruptly. It most nearly resembles that of the Nashville 
Warbler (Helminthophaga rugicapilla), beginning in almost the 
same way, but ending differently, and, indeed, throughout the notes 
are much sweeter. Both sexes utter a chirp similar to that of other 
Warblers, but sharper. 

By the middle of April there was a marked decrease in the 
number of Yellow-throated Warblers about St. Mary’s. This was 
partly owing to my having shot many for specimens, but not en- 
tirely to this, for extended researches over new ground convinced 
me that the greater number had passed on, probably to the north- 
ward. A few, however, still remained } perhaps on an average one 
pair to every hundred acres of pine forest. While collecting near 
St. Mary’s, April 18, I was in the act of shooting a female when I 
noticed that she was gathering material for building, and, tracing 
her flight, I was fortunate enough to discover her half-completed 
nest. Visiting the spot at frequent intervals, I invariably found 
both birds feeding among the pines in the vicinity, although the 
nest, as far as I could judge, seemed finished. At length, May 2, 
a friend, ascending the tree, found the female sitting. She remained 
on the nest until he nearly touched it, although the limb shook 
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violently under his weight. When she did finally leave it she sealed 

down into a smaller tree a few rods off, where she remained a silent 

and seemingly unconcerned spectator of what followed. The nest 

and its contents being safely lowered to the ground, I shot both the 

female and her mate. The latter was singing, as usual, a short 

distance off, and apparently took no more interest than the Teale 

in the destruction of their mutual hopes. Embryos of small size 

had already formed in the eggs, so that incubation must have 

begun three or four days previously. This nest was placed at the 

height of about thirty-five feet from the ground, on the stout hori- 

zontal branch of a Southern pine, one of a thinly scattered grove 

or belt that stretched along the edge of a densely wooded hummock. 

Tt was set flatly on the limb, — not saddled to it, — nearly midway 

between the juncture with the main trunk and ae extremity of the 

twigs, and was attached to the rough bark by we fibres. It is 

composed externally of a few short twigs and strips of bark bound 

together by Spanish moss (Zilandsia usneowles) aod a silky down 

from plants. The lining consists of a few hairlike filaments of 

moss and soft cottony vegetable down. The whole epee is 

neatly and firmly compacted, though essentially simple in appear: 

ance, and, from the nature of the component materials, OF a grayish 

inconspicuous color. In size, shape, and general formation it very 

nearly resembles nests of the Black-throated Green ope (Den- 

dreca virens) in my collection. It measures externally 2,80 inches 

in diameter by 1.70 in depth; internally, 1.77 inches in dipneter by 

1,30 in depth. The eggs, four in number, measure .69 by 53 of an 

inch. They are quite regularly ovate, with fine dottings of pale 

lilac scattered thinly and evenly over a grayish-white ground-color. 

A few spots or blotches of burnt sienna occur about vhoslaxge ends, 

while occasional irregular penlike lines of dark brown diversify the 

remaining surface. 

Upon referring to published accounts of the nesting of this 

Warbler, I find the statements by the different sublions most con- 

flicting, and the authenticity of many of the ah galses open to 

gravest doubt. Both Mr. Maynard (in “ Birds of F ples Part II, 

page 61) and Dr. Coues (‘Birds of the Northwest, page 67) base 

their descriptions upon alleged specimens sent by the Smithsonian 

Institution by Mr. Norwood C. Giles, of Wilmington, N. C. Dr, 

Brewer refers to these specimens as “eggs supposed to be of this 

species,” and Dr. Coues describes the nest as ‘‘ built in a large mass 
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of Spanish moss,” and as “ composed chiefly of that material. A part 

of the moss which hung from an oak bough, two feet downward 

and a foot across, was caught up and closely woven together with a 

little fibrous substance and much plant-down, to form a swing- 

ing bed for the nest, with a lateral entrance which will admit the 

hand. Inside is the nest proper, of the usual dimensions, very 

neatly wrought of the moss, with a smooth even border, and lined 

with plant-down and a few fine grasses.” From the great difference 

in the position and structure of the nest, there seems little reason 

to doubt that Mr. Giles was mistaken in his identification. Nut- 

tall’s account of “its curious fabric, suspended to a kind of rope 

which hangs from tree to tree,” is manifestly fabulous, while 

Audubon’s description is, to say the least, very vague and unsatis- 

factory, though, as far as it goes, it certainly most nearly approxi- 
mates to the specimen before me. 

_ From the number of individuals I saw near Savannah, Ga., May 5 

(I heard in Bonaventure Cemetery four different males singing at one 

time), I am led to believe that the Yellow-throated Warbler breeds 

more abundantly in Northern Georgia (and perhaps in South and 

North Carolina) than farther south. 
Bull, N.O.O, 2, Cot.,1877: Dp. /O2-/06 

Recent Literature, 

DHamonvinir’s ENuMpration or THE Brrps or Evrors.* — The 
Titer is indebted to his friend and correspondent, Baron D’Hamonville, 

Heise see his recent Catalogue of the Birds of Europe, which deserves 

more than a there mention on account of the admirably comprehensive 

manner in which it.has been prepared. While it enumerates every form 

that has been claimed™o have been taken within the limits of Europe, it 

is careful to designate in “a.significant manner the writer’s mode of dis- 

sent. Thus, names believed to.have no specific significance, or to rep- 

resent a race rather than a species, are_ marked with a Greek minuscule ; 

those whose presence is questioned are given with an interrogation sign, 

and those whose occurrence is exceptional are also designated. Thus 
divided, the Baron makes the whole number 658, as follows : — 

* Catalogue des Oiseaux d’ Europe, ou énumération des espéces et races d’oi- 

seaux dont la présence, soit habituelle soit fortuite, a été dtiment constatée dans 

les limites’ géographiques de Europe, par J. C. L. T. D’Hamonville, ~8yvo. 
pp. 74. Paris : 1876, 
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THE NESTING OF THE YELLOW-THROATED WAR- 

BLER AT RALEIGH, N. C. 

BY C. S. BRIMLEY. 

Tur YELLOW-THROATED WARBLER (Dendroica dominica) 

is a regular summer visitor at Raleigh, arriving in the spring 

from the middle to the end of March and leaving in September. 

While it is more or less numerous in all large tracts of pines 

and in all mixed woods containing large pines, it cannot be called 

plentiful anywhere; a fifty-acre tract of pines about half a mile 

from my house contains just five pairs this year, and they are more 

numerous there than in any other place I know of. 

This Warbler commences nesting early in April, selecting as a 

site for its nest a horizontal limb usually, but not always, of a tall 

thin pine. Sometimes it builds its nest where the limb forks, 

but more often right on the limb, attached only to the limb itself 

or else laced to small twigs as well; one nest was built among 

and attached to small twigs only, but this nest was also essen- 

tially different in construction from any other we have ever taken 

and resembled the others only in the rough and unfinished char- 

acter of the rim. The nest is usually much like a Pine Warbler’s 

in general character, but lacks the black grape-vine bark which 

gives the latter such a dark appearance, and is also usually less 

compact, especially about the rim. The materials of which it 1s 

composed are weed stems, strips of trumpet-vine bark, fine grass, 

and caterpillar silk ; the lining is of horsehair or feathers or both. 

The nest varies a good deal in size. The height of the nest 

varies from twenty to ninety feet or more, and the distance from 

the trunk from about three to twelve feet. While the female is 

building, she usually keeps silent, but sometimes chirps ; the male 

is apt to be singing somewhere near by, but apparently does not 

care to go near the nest as he does not accompany the female 

when she goes to the nest to build. At such times the female 

often takes a roundabout route to get there, and her flight is 

usually more desultory and less suggestive than the straight busi- 

ness-like flight of the female Pine Warbler when approaching her 

nest. 

The female apparently does all the incubating, as we have never 
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five or six from the trunk. We took a set of three on May 30. This nest 
was small, but better made than the previous one. The eggs contained 
small embryos. 

All of the foregoing were found in a fifty-acre tract of pine woods. The 
following nests were found in mixed woods. 

12. April 14, [ found a nest just started in a tall, very thin pine some 
50 feet high; a heavy rain came next day and the nest was deserted. 

13. April 24, I found this pair re-building in a huge pine not far from 
the first, the nest some go feet high and 15 from the trunk. I did not 
trouble that pair any more. 

"B26. 


