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Turdus mustelinus.

1892. Mass .

July 16. Concord.- Twilight was falling when I heard Wood Thrushes sing- Isod-

(N0.4) ing and. one of the V^ood Thrushes sang for fourteen minutes, afte Thrushqs^

the first Whippoorwill began. The last song of the Wood Thrush

was heard at precisely 8.01 when it was nearly dark.

July 30. Concord .- The concert of Wood Thrushes was simply the finest Concert

that I ever listened to. There were three of them close about AoQ^

me at one time and they fairly made the woods ring. With this Thrusnei

species as with the Hermit there is much individual variation in

quality of voice and variety and ease of execution a..d as it

happened all three of the birds in ClarK's woods this e--ening

were particularly good performers while one was preeminently

fine. On the other hand a bird singing inthe hemloclvs on the

opposite (eastern) side of the adjoining swamp had a voice so

effectually" veiled" that I was actually unaware of his presence

until I came nearly under the tree in which he was sitting. In-

deea the odd medley of low, wheezy gasps, catarrhal squeaks and

clucks, and thin, feeble whistles, not one note of which was

either musical or pleasing, was wholly inaudible at a distance

Of fifty yards. It was ^'sotto voce singing. On the contrary

the poor bird was evidently exerting himself to the utmost as if

striving to outdo his rivals in the -woods across the swamp. Was
certain

he conscious of the lai'ientable failure or, lilce^ human singers
A

equally devoid of musical ability^ did he delude himself with the



Turdus mustellnus.

1892. Mass .

July 20. Gpncprd.- belief that he was really producing melodious sounds? Concert

(NO. I- It occurred to me that possibly he night "be deaf and like deaf _of Wood

2-S»-'$4 mutes of our own species incapable alike of appreciating or cor- Thrushes.

recting the painful discords of his voice. Certainly the case

was one of the most extreme of its kind that has ever come under

my notice. Clark's woods evidently form about the centre of

distribution of a colony of V/ood Thrushes larger than I have

hitherto found in any part of Middlesex County. I heard in all
are

to-night no less than seven singers and there^to my certain

knowledge nearly as many more to the east of the Estabrook road.

Indeed I have little doubt that upwards of twenty could be heard

within this region in a single evening by a rapid walker who was

familiar with the ground.

July 20Conc
,

or
,

d .- The air was cool and there was no wind. I could hear .W-PoA

Wood Thrushes in every direction and now and then a Tanager or Thrushes.

Cat bird. All these species were singing at 7.45 when the first

Whippoorwill began and one of the Wood Thrushes continued just

twelve minutes later closing the concert of d,ay birds at 7.57.

July 21

.

Concord . -In Clarke's woods the concert of Wood Thrushes was even

finer than last night's for on this occasion there were four

birds singing at once. There was also a Tanager in full song

but nothin/;: else . The singing season is evidently fast drawing

to a close.



Turdus mustellnus. -

1892. Mass .

July 21. Concord.- In the hemlocks across the brook the Thrush with the Wood

"veiled" voice was again striving to make the most of his "one Thrusheis

talent".

In all we heard before reaching the road just nine 7/ood

Thrushes.

July 25. Concord .- I had begun to fear that the Wood Thrushes were going

to disappoint me when (at 7.30) the tv;o which, up to this time

had beeit apparently merely rehearsing^ burst suddenly into full

song. In a moment others took up the strain until five were

singing at once. My companion, inexperienced in such matters,

insisted that there were at least a dozen, a delusion natural

enough "under the circuaTistances for these birds, as is their

habit at such times, kept flitting- restlessly from place to

place so that in the course of a moment or two their notes :.did

actually come from at least a dozen different points. The

effect was impressive beyond my powers of description. I have

heard nothing to equal it before even in these woods for not

only were the singers more numerous this evening than on previous

occasions but at the height of the concert they literally had

the whole field to themselves not a single note of any other

species of bird being heard for the space of ten minutes or more.

July 20. Concord .- As we neared the crest of the ridge some of the higher



Turdus mustelinus,

1892. Mass.

July.SSQ

.

C onoord . - notes of the Wood Thrush became audible, but there
^ood

proved to be only one of these birds singing in the valley below

-

^^'^'^^- •̂^

when we reached it at 7.30 and sat down under the hemlocKs on

the edge of the swamp.

Later two othere joined in and before 7.30 a fourth
one

bytt^was afar off end none of them sang steadily or with spirit.
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Hylocichla mustelina Jefferson Highlands, N.H.
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Tiirdus miistel imxs .

Peterborough, Hew Hampshire.

1898. One in mixed spruce and heniXooX vroods on the shores of

July 5 Cmniiighara Pond, Aug. 2nd. It acted as if it had young fol-

to

Aug. IP). lowing us about and uttering the sharp challenge cry inces-

santly. . Nevertheless it may have been a migrant for I visited

the place many times afterward without finding the bird again:

^^^^cord, Mass. Singing morning axad evening

1399. The Wood Thrush heard this morning near the cabin had

ij£xy 12. worlced his way northward as far as Davis's Hill where lie was

singing steadily (in the evening). He had a wiry, ljroi:en

song of inferior quality.

Yesterday's birds were all gone this morning and a small

Llay 14, flight of newcomers had tahen their x»laces. Early in the

morning a Wood Thrush sang . for half-an-hour or iaore very near

the cabin. It was not the bird heard on the 12th uut a deep,

rich-voiced singer.



284. Hylocichla mustelina. Wood Thrush.— Regular migrant, May
|

4 to 20; I can find only one fall record, a female taken September 7, 1891;
rare summer resident, breeds (May 4, 1890; June 3, 1894; June 22, 1895). J



The Wood Thrush in Maine.—On September 6, 1SS4, I shot a young

male Wood Thrush {Tardus mtostelinus) at Saco, Maine. This is, I

believe, the first recorded instance of its capture along the coast north of

Mas
brid

sachusetts,

ge, Mass.

and the only one for Maine. —Joseph L. Goodale, Cam-

Auk, 2, April, 1886. p. S./S'.

The Wood Thrush in Maine.—On September 6, 1884, I shot a young

male Wood Thrush {Turdus musttUnus) at Saco, Maine. This is, I

\

telieve, the first recorded instance of its capture along the coast north of

Massachusetts, and the only one for Maine.—Joseph L. Goodale, Cam-
bridge, Mass.

(_ ^i^-^
^
O/^ - ^ "> J

loSs- Maine Birds. By Everett Smith. Ibid.
, p. 248.~Note on Turdus

usteiinus. For. & StrsaiB, XXIV



Birds of HillBboro Oo. N.H. Jane 27, '92

Arthur M.Farmer. Amoskeaar.N.H.
Breezy Point, Warren, NJ

Wood Thrush, very common. At times
the only sign of bird life we would have
would be the song of this species.

0.&0¥ol.l7. Sept.l8&2 p.139

Breezy Point, Warren, N.H.

1894.
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Thrash, April 14.

Ii*irefc Arrivals.C. O. Traoy. Taftsville, Vt,

O.&O. VlIl.S6jJt.l883.p 7/

Wood Thrusli.
[lIiMi'-lil" nn,Mii,n,] two birds l>laylOUi

1

0.& O. X. Jan. 1885. p. 10-

Summer Bds.Mt. Manafield, Vt.

Hylocichla" muste'lina. Wood Thrush.— In 1899, I heard" the
song and alarm note of this species several times, in the damp maple
woods at the base. Once I saw the bird near enough to recognize it, but
did not secure it. I think there were at least two pairs nesting there that
year, but in 1900 I could find no trace of them, nor have thej been
observed in Stowe Valley by Mrs. Straw, so they are probably irregular
in their occurrence there.

i

iThat their occurrence in northern Vermont is not unusual is evidenced by
a record from Willoughby Lake, by F. H. Allen (St. Johnsbury, ' Caledonian,'
Sept. II, 1896; quoted by Faxon and Hoffman in 'Birds of Berkshire Co.,
Mass.,' p. 10).

arthur H. Howell. Aufc. XVIII. Oct., 1901, p.845.

^ The Wood Thrush in Newbury, Vermont. — Newbury, Orange
County, Vermont, is on the west bank of the Connecticut River, Newbury
village being about 5 miles south of Wells River, which also is a part of the
town of Newbury. From the meadows along the river, the land rises to a
high bluff on which the village is situated, then still higher to the top of Mt.
Pulaski, which IS nearly a thousand feet above the sea. The house where
I am spending the summer is among a growth of tall pines, spruces, oaks
bu'ches, etc., at the foot of Pulaski slope. Before 7 a. m. July 4, 1910
many birds were singing about the house, among them the Hermit and
Wilson s Thrush and White-throated Sparrow, when to my surprise I
heard the Wood Thrush, which I had never heard in Vermont before.He sang four times; a day or so later, I saw a Wood Thrush.— Anna E
Cobb, Providence, R. I. ^ aT.Oof1«0 0. i/6A

Wood Thrush at Newbury , Vt.— I have spent my summers since
1906, from June to October, in the town of Newbury, Vt,, on the Con-
necticut River, five miles south of Wells River, and twenty summers
previous at Lake Willoughby, Vt. Before 1910 I had never identified a
Wood Thrush at Newbury, though the Wilson and Hermit Thrushes were
quite common. During the summer of 1910 two Wood Thrushes were
identified in the same part of the town where the other thrushes were found.

This year, 1911, there is a noticeable increase of Wood Thrushes. I
have seen them in both localities and should say they were from 6 to 8
birds singing where last year only two were identified.

In the late afternoon, of July 1 there was a fine concert by the Wood,
Wilson, and Hermit Thrushes in one locality, with a specially fine per-
formance by the Wood Thrush-— Anna E. Cobb, Newbury, Vl.
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MAbS. ( Middlesex Co.)

jtfo.w. (»egr Concord^.

1887



Mass. (near C imhrtd^e). 1887 1

mi
'

Birds of Bristol County , Mass.
F.W.Andres.

Turdiis mustelinus Grael., Wood Thrush.
Summer Resident, common. Breeds.

O.&O. XII. Sept. 1887 p,14.

mr %(nrc^ s. W. Denton,
]

Q>- ^/^/^m^- ^It/z^/^ 'O.ct^ ~^/t^ -^ce^x^

BdB. Ot)s. near Graylook Mt Berkshire
Co, MaSB. June 28- July 16. "W, Faxon

74- Turdus mustelinus. Wood Thrush.—Common at lower levels
and extending high up in the beech forest at the head of the Hopper.
Also found sparingly at other points on the mountains. Noted on the
Graylock carriage road near the three-mile board, altitude, 2400 feet (.?).

Auk, Vl. April, 1889. p. 106

Bd^ Oh«. near Shef+'iel'^. Berkshire

Or, Mft". Jun« 17-'26, '88. W."»xon

72. Turdus mustelinus. Wood Thrush.—Common.

Auk.VI.Ja«.. l»8».p.4a

Hylocichla mustelina. One pair found about the meadow in the

Hoosac Swamp in Williamstown among some alders, and others were

heard singing on the side of Mt. Greylock at 2800 feet elevation.

Auk, XIX, Oct., 1902. P-
^<^^~



W. Middlesex Co, Maes.

June 25-30, 1889.

tiunrv^^ >vij!»ylA. ''v^^~'%--tLit '=^-<A.-»tay

^^^^^^ aJ^^ ^u^^^ , ^'^^J^ ^

^/J 'H^^'^'^iZUt^^ - J'tJ< /< S. Masb. 1885.
•

FrI55etoaA Norland.Ma|s^u^w^ ^^^^

^ TUw,, dr^^ ^c^X.



Coanoctictit, June. 1893,
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May 5, Tnrdmmustelmus,i^tjt)). Wood Thrush.

o.&o. XI, Juiy.isae.p. los

Wood Thrush. Tolerably common.

E. A. Sterling, Brooklyn, Pa.

Auk, 21X, July, 1902, p. 299.



Descriptions of First Plumage of Cer-
tain North Am, Bba. Wm. Brewster.

1. Turdus mustelinua.

First plumage : female. Generally similar to adult, but -with the feathers

of crown streaked centrally with huff ;
" rusty-yellow triangular spots at

the ends of the wing-coverts and a decided brownish-yellow wash on

the breast." From a specimen in my collection, shot by Mr. W. D. Scott

at Coalburgh, West Virginia, July 25, 1872. This bird is perhaps a little

past the first stage of plumage, most of the feathers of the upper parts

being those of the autumnal dress.

BuU. N.O.O. 3, Jan.. 1878.P, /7.

Qeoaral Notea,
]

Melanism in a Caged Wood Thrush. — A melanistic specimen of
Ttirdus mastelinus (American Museuin, No. 57,507, New Yorli, June 20,
1892, pre.sented bj W. Warren Brown) dilRr.s' from normal specimens of
this species as roliows : Two primaries, one entire secondary and a part
of the outer web of three others of the right wing, and one primary of
the left wing, are dull grayish; the auriculars are black, lightly tipped
with fulvous; half the feathers of the chin are wholly black ; the throat
is normal, the sides of the neck are slightly blaclcer than is usual, the
exposed portion of the feathers of the breast, flanks, under wing-coverts,
and crissum are black with narrow tips or borders of lawny which on the
breast arc reduced to the minimum.
The bird-dealer from whom Mr. Brown purchased this specimen told

him it was one of a nesL of four he procured in June, 1S91, and the follow-

ing December or January they all changed to the same color as the example
just described. There are a number of recorded instances of black Robins,*
but so far as I am aware melanism has not before been noticed in the

Wood Thrush.— FR.iNK IVI. Chapman, American Museum of Natural
History, New Tork City.

*Deane, Bull. X. O. C, I, 1876, p. 24; Coues, ibid., Ill, 1878, p. 48; Barrows,

Auk, I, 1884, p. 90; II, 1885, p. 303; Faxon, ibid., Ill, i885, p. 284.

Auk .July, 1802. p,30S



The Sieging of Birds, S.P.BickneH.

Turdus mustelinus. Wood Thrush.

This most admirable song-bird is in voice from its arrival, in

late April or early May, until about the middle of August. But

towards the end of July singing becomes less universal with

membei s of the sjaecies, and soon after has come to be inconstant

and confined to the earlier and later hoiu's of the day. Songs

are usually to be heard througli the first week of August, and

sometimes for a week later (August 6-15), when singing some-

what abruptly ceases, seven or eight weeks before the final depart-

ure of the species.*

After the cessation of singing these Thrushes become shy and

inactive, affecting the most retired parts of the woods, and only

the careful observer will discover that they have not disappeared.

Even their call-notes almost liave been discontinued, and when
heard are so low in tone and so brief as almost to seem as if

accidentally uttered. Before their departure, however, though

they do not again sing, voice is partially regained ; and in October,

even so late as the middle, or rarely last of the month, their call-

notes may sometimes be heard uttered with the same vehemence

as in the spring.

The suspension of song by this bird during two months preced-

ing its departure can be accounted for, according to the probabili-

ties earlier adduced, by physiological activities antagonistic to

song operating during that time. In late August adults are

covered with growing feathers and without fat. In mid-Septem-

ber some, at least, show a nearly perfected plumage, with areas

of fat beginning to accumulate ; and individuals may be found

almost a month later with the renewal of plumage still incom-

plete
;
such, perhaps, are birds of the year. It would appear

from these facts that the impulse to song is first interrupted by

the moult, and further suppressed by the supervening adipose

condition.

Auk, I. April. 1884. p. /Xff-f-l'^

*An exceptionally late date for song is August 23, 18S3. On tliat day I for some
minutes listened to the singing of a Wood Tlirush wiiich was of a very unusual charac-
ter. Though all the notes of the normal song were given, they were so faintly uttered
and separated by such distinct pauses, as to make it seem probable that they resulted'
from the first trial of a young liird.



June 8th I foxmd a nest of the Wilson

Thrush containing one egg with a very

thin shell. I took it, and left in its place

the egg that still remained in the nest

found June 5th, that nest having been de-

serted after I took the two eggs. I visited

this new nest nearly every day for four

weeks and saw the female bird on the nest

evei7 time, but found no more eggs. I

saw but one bird in all this time, and at

last I found the nest emntv and (Jeserted.

fence at some distance in front of me. I

saw at once that it was a new species to

me, and my first impulse was " to shoot it

on the spot," but noticing it to be feeding

upon passing insects and not likely to fly

far away very soon, I decided to watch its

movements for a time before attempting to

secure it. It would sit upon a twig for

only a few moments, jerldng its tail in a

very nervous manner and uttering a sad,

querulous note which suggested the idea

that it must be a bird lost from its fellows,

stopping now and then in its lamentations

to dart out excitedly and seize some pass-

ing insect. After watching it some time I

secured it, and to my delight I foiuid I had

a specimen of the Black-crested Flycatcher

—that strange bird of which Dr. Coues

writes so interestingly in his "Birds of

the Colorado Valley," and in connection

with which he speaks so touchingly of one

of the common, yet sorrowful, occurrences

of border life. It is not strange that the

or three inches of the ground, sometimes

attached to a stub or brier, and occasion-

ally in high grass near a cart-path. They

were constructed of dead leaves (princi-

pally beech leaves) and grape-vine bark.

The eggs were " light-blue, green-tinted,"

and about the size of the Bluebird's

eggs. , .

'

o.& o. vii. Nov. isaa . p , />o - /^/

428. Thrushes. [By Chas. Edw. Prior.] Ibid., p. 170, 171

f Wilson's and Wood Thrushes. Q.St Q^ 7ai»ViI

The Brown Thrasher, the Wood Thru.sh , and

the Blue Jay all draw from the same unknown
source the lining for their nests, certainly not

for its softness, though such a bed might be

comfortable and airy in a hot day, yet i believe

they always use the same material regardless of

season or weather.^

Curious Set of Eggs of the Wood
Thrush.

A very singular set of eggs of the Wood
Thrush {Hylocklila mustelina) may he thus de-

scribed :

No. 1 measures 1.13x.84, and is of the normal

color.

No. 2 is 1.09X.83, and is also of the usual color.

No. 3 is .87X.62, and is of the same color as the

two preceding eggs.

No. 4 is .88X.62 and is of a pocuhar drahgreen-

isli color.

They were found at Milton, Mass., on June

2t), 1883, and the parent bird was seen. It will

be noticed tliat the first two eggs arc larger than

the usual size for this bird, (which is from l.OOx

.T5 to 1.08X.70,) while the other two are "runts."

The greenish-drab one is different in color from

any eggs of this species that the present writer

has seen. O.&O. XI.Mliy.l686.p. bf,
"*"

I

Wood Thrush. May 27, I found a nest

fe^ ^ of the Wood Thrush, {Jlylociehla muste-

^ Una,) containing six eggs, three of them

Cowbird's. The nest was perhaps four

F^^^feet from the ground in a little stub of a

^ I tree, and only a few rods from where I

r^=v^have found a nest of the same species for

S two years preceding. I approached to

^ X within a few feet of the bird before she

? flew, and eyed her for some minutes with

much satisfaction. After leaving the nest

"^^^^she flew at me fiercely, and her cry of

^ \ " whit-a whit" was so loud and animated as

^ ^her wings fanned my face, that it will long

V remain fresh in my memory. I have never

V found any bird so brave in the defense of

its nest as the Wood Thrush, and I know

of no bird that can more forcibly express

its indignation at an intrusion.

There is a sort of uniformity about most spe-

cies in tlie numbers of completed sets, and va-

riation is an exception, and in view of my last

five year's experience I should consider five or

even four in a Kingbird's nest an exception in-

stead of usual. A completed set of Wood
Thrush, {HijlorUMa mtiMdiiia) is sure to num-
ber four, yet 1 once found five, and probably
as often three would prevail. In the case of

the Catbird, (Galeoscoptes carolinensis) howuni-

,—Nesting does four complete her set. An excess

ly once been presented to me, when on

I

may the 17th last, I found a nest containing

I five ; and three eggs is as equally rare.

Birds of the Adiroudaok Region.

I. HylOciclila inustelina

Have found it along Ihc lio.-J

but only stragglers occur licri

. A. K. Fisher).

BuaN.o.c, e.oct.iBai.p.aae

^el.) Baird.

Brown's Tri

II. It breeds

Woon Till

out Lake



iioga Oc. N.T. Aldea Loring.

1. Wood Tllrusli. Common. Found in tlie

woods and underbrush. Perolied on some

tree or bush the male pours forth his beautiful

notes which make the woods ring. The nest

of this species is placed in a small bush or on

tlie ground, and is coraposvd of dried grass and

I

pine needles loosely put together, but quite

j

bulky. The eggs, four in number, are of a

' light blue color and usually measure 7-8

j
by 5-8 in.

BirdB Breeding in District of
Columbia. 0. W. Richmond.

98. Turdus mustelinus. Wood Thrush.—Common. Regarding the
material composing the nest, Dr. Cones says : "As is well known, the nest
of this species is saddled on the bough of a bush, shrub, or low tree, and
has mud in its composition" ('Birds of the Northwest,' p. 2). In 'Avifauna
Columbiana,' p. 34, he contradicts this statement, and speaks as follows:
'•The nest, placed in a bush or sapling, differs from that of the Robin in
having no mud in its composition." As far as the writer's experience
goes, and it accords with that of other collectors here, the nest of the
Wood Thrush does contain considerable mud. The number of eggs found
in a nest is usually four, and the nest is placed in a small sapling or tree,

! from four to twenty feet from the ground.

Wood Thkush.—Is not four an unusti-

ally large set of Wood Thrasli? During

the past season I have found in all thirty-

seven nests, and do not remember to have

observed more than three, either eggs or

young birds, in any nest. Also, what is the

farthest Southern limit that the Wilson's

Thrush breeds'? I have not been able to
^

find any nest in Chester County as yet.-^

W. S. McDermond, West Chester, Pa. O'

/I

The Number of Eggs in a Set. O

BY P. L. BURNS, BERWYN, PENN.

Having read from time to time in the O. and
O. the opinion of many collectors on this sub-

ject, 1 venture to give my limited experience in

this line. I commenced collecting in 1885, and

for a time was "cheated" out of many sets, es-

pecially of our most common birds, by waiting

for the female to lay the number of eggs "bird

doctors" stated they did lay. In the mean time

the eggs would hatch, or be so hard set as to

be worthless. Many young collectors com-
plain of this, and now some take the eggs as

soon as found, complete set or not, claiming

that this is the only sure way.
For instance, the Wood Thn^, {Hijlocichla

mustelina) lays three more often than four eggs,

and I have yet to find a set of Ave ; and yet

most writers claim the usual set to be four or

five eggs.

Of forty eggs and young of this species

found by me the past season, I And to be divid-

ed in sots as follows

:

Sets of 2 2

" "3 8
" "4 3

In all eggs incubation had commenced, in

many cases advanced.

The first set was taken May 30th, the last set

July 4th, but the majority were taken during

the first week in June.

AQk. Y. Jan, 1888. p. 25

Birds of Chester County, Penn.
Cyrus B.^es^ol, Brcildoun, Pa.

194. Tardus mustelinus (Gmel.). Wood
Thrush. Summer resident; common. Ar-

il rives last week in April. Nidificates by the

third week in May; eggs, three to five. l)o-

I parts the last of October.

!
O.&O. XlV.Sept. 1809 P.130

In the summer of last year I found a

nest which I have never been able to iden-

tify, as no bird was near. It was in New
Castle Co., Del., and was placed in the cen-

tre of a champ of hazel bushes, growing in

a swamp, so that I had to wade at least

fifty yards before reaching it. It resem-

bled a Wood Thrush's i'nest, being built of

mud, but was an inch deeper than any

nest of that kind I ever saw. The diame-

ter was about the same. It was placed

about two feet above the water and con-

tained four eggs, much like a runt Cat-

bird's egg, and of a dark blue color, with a

slight greenish cast. The latter is hardly

distinguishable when placed beside a Cat-

bird's egg. Now can any reader of O. and

O. tell me what bird it belongs to f It was

not a case of a Catbird laying in an old

nest, for I had been through that same

thicket several times before, and would

have seen it. If any one can cite an in-

stance of a Catbird bxiilding a mud nest,

that may solve the question, and the sUght

differences in size, shape and color might

be passed over as accidental.

O.&O. Vlll,Nov.l883.iJ.
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Number of Eggs in a Set.

BY C. S. BRIMLEY, RALEIGII, N. C.

Seeing this subject discussed in tile August
O. ANB O. by Mr. Hoxie, I give some experi-
ences of my own on tlie subject, as being pos-
sibly of some interest.

First, as to the number of eggs varying with
the habitat, 1 find that several species iu this
locality lay less than the usual number, as fol-
lows :

Wood Thrush (Hylocichla mustelina), usual

^

number four; at least one-third of the incu-
bated sets in this locality consist of three only,
land in 1886 I found a complete set of only two
I

(incubated)
, but in this case the eggs were mueli

(larger than usual. Abundant.

Oc^G. gjl. (9<u. l^isV. Jo. fCC .

NeatinKi>at.ud,lfiB8.Kalelgh.N.C.
,

O.S.Brimley.

J::r- ^^^-'^^--l-etof^feetindog-j'

O.&O. XIV. No-V. 1889 p. 165

jr, c
"

So, Bgffs In Set- CS.Brinaey
'

1

Wood Tin ush. Standard set, four. Varia-
tion, four to five. Per cent of variation about

1 .30.

^ No. Eas
ft

xe. ?

fa in Set. O.S.Brisaiey

\ Wood TIivu sli. standard set, four; variation,

1 three to four not four to Bve, as I said in my
! previous artic le.

0,&0 XVI. JaBiiSW, p.

9

flag's at Raleig-h, N.G. 1890

May Wo.o<l Tlirnsli: set of four; n

feet in hickory.

18. Turdufi mustelinus. I found a nest of
this Thrush in Missouri containing one egg of :

tlie Cowbird and three of the Thrush within
a few feet of a Vireo's nest which also con-

1

tained a Cowbird' s egg. Otho C. Polim/.
Quincy, Illinois.

O.&O. XlV.Sept. 1889 p 134

The Wood Thrush.

From the time that our great statesman

and ex-president, Thomas Jefferson, who
" followed this bird for miles without ever

but once getting a good view of it," and wlio,

"for twenty years, interested the young

sportsmen of his neighborhood to shoot him

one," down to the present date of advanced

ornithology and oology, much has been said

and written in regard to this favorite bird.

His beautiful song and habits and their

nests and eggs have been so often described,

that it seems almost impossible to say any-

thing further in regard to this bird which

would be interesting, especially to the older

students of ornithology and oology; and

yet I feel it my duty to make one correction

in regard to the material of which its nest:

is composed, for the benefit of the younger

students and more especially for some of the

older ones, who study more from books than

from Nature.

Davie, in his second edition of " Nests

and Eggs of North American Birds," says

that its nest is "composed of leaves and

grasses, with a layer of mud ;
" and in his third

edition, the same author says :
" On the out-

side, it is composed of leaves, grasses, and

ORNITHi

stems of weeds, which are gathered when wet

and become solid and firm, and between

these are tracings of mud."

Now, in all the years of my careful obser-

vations, I have never been able to find a sin-

gle nest of the Wood Thrush which contained

any mud except where small patches of it

had adhered to the decayed vegetation used

in its construction, seemingly more by acci-

dent than intention. My correcdon there-

fore is this, that the solid part of the Wood
Thrush's nest, usually called mud, is com-

posed of very old decayed vegetation and old

rotten wood pulp. I do not make these

statements to in any way injure Mr. Davie's

valuable -works, for I prize them highly, and I

think it would be proper here to state that

various other publications have made the

same mistalie ; and if any ornithologist who

seems to differ with me on this subject will

carefully examine the nest of the Wood
Thrush, I feel sure that he will agree with me
that no mud is intentionally used in its con-

struction. James B. Purdy.

Plymouth, Michigan.

0.& O.V«3Ll8,_.ABg.l393 p. 119

Detroit, MicJi. IBQlNotee.
u fi.S. Swales.

May 31. Wood Thrush; set of four fresh

' eggs. This Thrush is a most exquisite song-

ster, particularly in rainy weather, when his

clear, ringing notes seem to be far sweeter.

O.A O. Vol. 18. July. 1893 p. 100

A little furtlier along another nest greeted

our eyes. This time it was that of the Wood
)

Thrush {Turdu» m.ustelinun) and contained four i

fresli eggs. It was built in the crotch of a

'

small sapling about twelve feet from the

ground. The spectacle of myself, a firm

grasp on the sapling with one hand, tlie nest

in the other, and all tlie while trying to

place it in my wife's outstretched hands,

would, no doubt, have proved quite laugliable

to an onlooker; however, there was no one to

look, and to us it was^alTvery sober earnest.

On again reacliiug the groiuid I followed tlie

old bird, who kept constantly flitting from one
j

tree or busli to another, to make sure of my
if

identification, i

'

O.&O. XIV. Nov. 1889 p.\e(^



Wood Thkushes, {Hylocichla mustelina.)

The creek timbers all about here are full Qs,

of them, and the Cow-bird, {Molothrm D-

ater,) seems to find this nest particularly
^ ^

convenient, for almost every other nest has 9 ®
this parasitic egg among the rightful ovpn- t«

er's, and in some instances two and more. 3

My friend, Dr. Matthews, a great lover of .t

Oology, now in Kansas, and myself found ^
a nest in the Vermillion river timber, near n X
Pontiao, containing three of the Blue "g

Thrushes and three (each differently i5 Q
marked) Cow-bird's eggs. The color, con-

trast and the nicety with which they had

been placed in the nest, half to half, was

strikingly wonderful. •~4) ^.'^'C'l^''^-

Notes- Eggs of Thrushes & Thrashers, i

H.Q.Parker.

Wood Thrush {HijUjcidila mustelina). Deep
greenish bkio eggs, easily distinguished from
tlie Robin's, which are larger. Four eggs gen-

erally constitute a set, though the writer has

taken one set of Ave in wliich one was a runt.

Very often also, only thi'fo arc laid. This bird

is sometimes made the I'o^U'r p.uciii of the Cow-
bird's young, and two iustnuccs aic remembered
whei'e the foreign egg was taken with the

Thrushes eggs in a nest. In one case one egg
of the Cowbird and ouo of the Thrush was
found, and in the other three eggs of the Cow-
bird and two of the Thrush.

Eggs of this species show comparatively lit-

tle variation, but some examples are rounded
and some of the elongated form ; and the dif-

fering degrees of intensity of blue, are percepti-

ble to a close observer. An exti-a large sized

specnnen measures !.llx.83; but this is quite

phenomenal however, as the usual size is about

l.OOx.75.

0,&0. XII. May. 1887 p. 69



ObB. on ummer Bird* of Mountain
PorB. Eick»n»Oo. B.C. li.M.LoomiB.

75. Turdus mustelinus. Wood Thrush.—As the mountain region

is approaclied, the Wood Thrush becomes more and more prominent, thf

cool hollows shaded by large oaks and other deciduous trees affording

congenial residence. In the mountains, I found them most numerouf

from the mid-elevations upwards, but I think the local environment, mor<

than the altitude, occasioned their abundance. So common were thei

that several performers were often heard at a time in a narrow area —

even in the heat of midday. First young shot June 13.

Auk. VII. AprU. ISOO.p. 130.

Western North Carolina Birds, Jack-
eon Co, May '88, VV.&J. Jafmes,

May 24 we drove to Franklin ; the day was hot but beautifully

clear. Turdus mustelinus, nowhere rare, became abundant as

we ascended ; several nests were taken on the very edge of the

road in plain sight of every passer by.

At*, 6, April. 1889. p.121

Sniumer Birds of Buncombe County,
N.CarBlin*. JohnS.Oairns.

Tardus mmtelmua. Wood Thrush. Sum-
1

mer visitor; common. Arrives early ir1 April. 1

Nests usually the 1st or 2cl week in May. Range
|

about .5,000 feet up.

0„&0. XIV .Feb-- 1889 p. 23

BirdB of Wee1«rn NortkCarolira.
WilUfcE" BMTTfcter.

99 Turdus mustelinus. Wood Thrush.—Abundant, and generally

i

distributed, ranging from the lowest valleys to at least 4S00 feet, on the

1
mountain sides, and breeding everywhere, but most numerously m thick-

1
ets of rhododendrons near streams. Two nests, each contaming four fresh

eggs, were found at Highlands ;
one, May 27, in a cornel {Cornusfloinda) ;

the other. May 28, in a rhododendron (^Rhododendron maximum).

' Aok, 8. April, 1886. p. 176

r- /m. —
\

/^«-«»-'«-*^ ^.tM-i^y-a^ z^tyf^cX.^ <A.wv^^^.-«^

. r ^l^<-^-^ /c.«/^a^
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Loomis, ou South GaroUaa Birdss,

''

CI Turdus mustelinus. Wood Thrush. 'Nightingale.'—Common,

but sino-ularly shuns some portions of the locality. In the neighborhood

of the hotel it was the leading voice in the daily concert. Rather shy.

Auk, 8, Oct. 1891. p. 333

Summary Oks. on Birds Gulf Coast
Florida. W.B.D.Scoit.

nd fall (Turdus mustelinus. Wood Thrush.—A rather rare sp

migrant on the Gulf coast of Florida. I have found them in the vicinity

of Tarpon Springs in early April on two occasions. Mr. Atkins found

them rather common at Key West on April 29, 1887

ones on May 3, 1888.

all. VII. April. 18»0. p. 110.

the

Wood Tiiiiusii, (Hi^eichla mnstelina ,) St.

Louis, Mo. The first seen was on April 19,

when two were found at old stands singing a few
strains, when it began to rain. April 22, two
were in full song. April 29, they were still quiet

and scarce. May 1, Uiey are exercising evoy
morning now, and by the 16th had become con-

spicuous and diligent songsters. Manhattan,^
Kans,, First, May 1; Liter, 111. First April 5

Grand View, la.. First, April 28, three seen;

Jetlerson, Wis., First one was seen on May 10,

and by the 12th there had been a decided increas(^^

and many were heard and six or eight seen; the -

bulk of the birds has not yet arrived. May 17,.^^
marked the height of the migration, and by lhes|
21st, tbey had settled down to Summer numbers.^
Mitchell, la.. First, May 9: Hastings, Minn

,

Fir,st, May 6, three singing. O.&O, X. Sept. 183.5

Birds Observed at Coosada, Alabama
N.C.Bro-wn

2. Turdus mustelinus, Gm. Wood Thrush.— Arrived April 13
in full song. They were never very common, inhabited only swampy
thickets and hard-wood groves, and were extremely shy.

BUII.N.O.C. 3,Oct., 1878, p.ieQ

lifda of Bayou Sara, La. , Qtiserved
Apra 1-23. by C. W, Beckham

However, the Wood Thrush, which is

very common, makes an agreeable substitute, coming about the

dwellings with the fearless confidence of the Chipping Sparrow,

and by his unexpected sociability atoning for the Catbird's short-

comings in this respect. They were first seen on April 4.

Auk, 4, Oct. 1887, p. 301

Birds of Houaton, Texas, and Vicin-

ity - H.N»briinir

2. Turdus mustelinus, Gmel. Wood Thrush.—Arrives from the

North early in October when the aromatic berries of the Magnolia grandi-

flora are ripe, on which they eagerly feed. On account of this food the

flesh is very delicate and large numbers are killed by pot hunters, who

call them " Grassets." In the winter months they appear not to be com-

mon and inhabit swampy thickets and bottom woods.

Bull.N.O.'O* 7, Jan, 1882, p. ^

Birdf ^ C»rr»ll County, Ind.
B.W.£T«nbanK.

198. Turdus mustelinus. Wood Thrush'.—An abundant and delight-

ful suinmer resident. May 3, 1883; April 28, 1S84; April 23, 1885. Full

sets of eggs June 17, 1883; May 24, 1883.



Auko-XY, Got., 1393. p;'-3/^-vi-.
^ ^

A Note on the \A7ood Thrush.— It seems worthy of mention, that^on

examining a large series of Wood Thrushes {Turdus 7nustelinus) taken

throughout their range, the majority of specimens from west ofj the

Appalachian Highlands and the St. Lawrence Valley average much

smaller in measurements (hill, culmen .56 in. and depth .18, tarsus 1.08,

and wing 4.22), than those from east of the Highlands (bill, culmen,

.63+ and depth .21+, tarsus 1.15, and wing 4.31). Typical western

birds having been secured not uncommonly in the East, and vice versa,

does not allow, however, the establishment of a western subspecies.—

Reginald Heber Howe, Jr., Lougzvood, Mass.

THE COMMON NAMES OF AMERICAN BIRDS.

BY ERNEST INGERSOLL.

The Thrush family— here regarded in its broadest sense, for

the sake of convenience— does not present a wide range of ver-

nacular synonyms except in respect to two or three species, nor

are these difficult of explanation.

The word Thrush is very old, appearing in substantially the

same shape— the u sound having superseded an older y or 6—
in the Icelandic and Anglo-Saxon languages. I believe that the

origin of the word was a reference to the throat, or in other

words to the singing powers of this family, whose voice is prob-

ably their most notable trait ; and this view is strengthened when

it is remembered that the old German word drozzd coming from

the same root as our English throat gives drossel in modern

German as the word for "throat," "throttle," and also for

"thrush." Under Thrasher I shall adduce a further argument.

From the earliest times, then, the Thrushes have been consid-

ered preeminently the song-birds of the world.

Taking up the list in regular order, the first to present itself is

Turdus musteliniis. Its common names are : Wood Thrush.

Wood Robin, Swamp Robin, Swamp Angel (Adirondacks)

,

Bogtrot {South CaroVma), A londra del Afonte (Mexico). All

of these evidently refer to its habitual forest-resort and its Thrush-

or Robin-like (for frequently these words are confused) character.

The terms Song Thrush and Grive des Bois Flilte (Canada)

point to the striking music of this bird, the French literally

meaning "the flute-voiced Thrush of the woods." Referring to

the color of the plumage are the book-names Tawny Thrush

(Pennant, Latham) and Merle tanni (D'Orbigny). As for

Grasset (Texas) , I cannot explain it.

Bnll,N,o,o, i38C,B|| T'.^ - 7>? •

j

T^So A Hard Time of It. By A." 11^6. Ibid., Aug. 8, p. 43-—A.n

item abo.;^ Turd.s m.sJnus. W &Stre^«, V(l. 33

608. Dcr Walddi'ossel. { Turdus mustelinus Gmelin.— Wood Tknts/t.)

Von H. Nehrling, Sonntagsblatt der N. Y. Staats Zeitung, 20 Jan. 1884.

—Biography of the species.

38. Facts and Fancies in Organic Life. By B. Horsford. Ibid., Vol.
VI, pp. 7, 40.— Chiefly noteworthy as containing (p. 40) an attempt
to represent the songs of " our Wood Thrushes " by means of the musical
scale. FajjQ, Soi, fe Paao, Joar,

132. Tke Food-habits of Thrushes. By S. A. Forbes. American En-

tomologist, New Ser., I, pp. 12, 13.— Abstract of observations made upon

this family, published in detail in Trans, Illinois State Hort. Soc, Vol.

XIII, 1879. PP- 130-172.



m 'Bird Ways,' Boston, 1SS5, PP- 13-29.
Repnnted

91. The food of our Thrushes. Editorial [G. B. Grinnell]. Ibid XIV
p. 244.-Review and abstract of Prof. S. A. Forbes's very important paper
on this subject in "Trans. 111. State Hort. Soc," Vol. XIII. i^gr. Si StrQaOl

525. The Wood-thrushes (^Hylocichla) of iVezv Brnnsivick. By i

Chamberlain, St. John, N. B. Ibid., Ill, pp. 201-203.—(Previously "pub.
'

lished in the 'Ornithologist and Oologist,' VII, pp. iS-J-iSy )

Oaa- Sport. &WatumIiat

^/v 'vvfTT^r''
"J'^'""'-'- f-^"'"^ Thrushes. By B. Horsford.

Ib,d, XVIII, No, 17, p. 326, May 25, 1882. - Description of the birds and
their songs, with an attempt to indicate their notes by use of the musical
^'^^i'^- Pop, Ss IStreaza.
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The Wood-thrushes {IFylodchla) of

New Brunswick.

ThiB Province can lay claim to but three

members of this 6ub-genus of the Ttirdl-

dm, the Tawny, also called "Wilson's

Thrush," and " Veery," the Olive-backed

and the Hermit, for the Wood Thrush does

not come so far north on the Atlantic sea-

board, rarely occurring beyond Massachu-

setts and never reaching the northern limit

of the Alleghanian faunal area, while its

gray-cheeked congener, thoiigh probably

passing through the country en-route to

its breeding ground in the far North, has

not as yet been taken within our bounda-

ries. The Hermit and the Olive-backed

are abundant throughout the Province and

the Tawny is much too common to be called

rare. They usually reach \h6 vicinity of

St. John d^xring the first half of May, the

Hermit arriving first, followed within a few

days by the Tawny and in some two weeks

by the Olive-backed. They leave here

about the middle of September. These

species have a general appearance when in

the field so similar that none but experts

can distinguish them, though, upon a close

examination, the characteristics of each are

found to be marked with sufficient dis-

tinctness to leave no doubt of their iden-

tification. In the field all three have the

same outline from beak to tail, the same

russet coloring above the same dull white

breasts, more or less spotted ; but lay ex-

amples of each side by side and it will

prove that the Tawny was correctly named,

for his russet plumes have a reddish tint in

marked contrast with the greenish shade

of the Olive-backed, while the Hermit is

distinguished by his tawny tail which

changes to olive above the rump. But the

actions of these birds are more nearly iden-

tical than either form or color, for whether

seen hopping along the ground or perched

upon a tree, feeding or flj-ing, it is impos-

sible to detect any difference in them.

Much has been written about these same

manners that is not warranted by what is

observed of them during their visit to this

coimtry. While here they appear neither

timid nor shy, and I doubt if they ever

yield to such plebian weaknesses. These

birds are patricians, the premier genus of

the arian aristocracy on Mr. Eidgway's

roll, and true to the instincts and tradi-

tions of " the first families" are modest and

retiring, and prefer the calm repose of the

forest to the glare and bustle of the field

and roadside. They are courageous and

composed under excitement, but never

quarrelsome, and are happy without being

noisy. In short, they display the good

breeding and i-efined manners of the thor-

oughbreds that they are. They cannot be

called gregarious but they are not solitary

—Hermit Thrush is a positive misnomer.

They do not commingle as socially as do

the species of some other families ;
indeed,

they never appear as companions, yet it is

not unusual to find a number of the same

species frequenting one grove. I have

seen as many as thirty Hermits within an

area of a hundred yards square. In nidifi-

cation our three species exhibit a marked

difference ; the nests are differently con-

structed and placed in different situations.

Their eggs also differ in shape, size and
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color, and their songs differ—differ in tone,

compass, volume, theme and diu-ation.

The Tawny and the Hermit always bnild

on the ground in this country, and though

their nests and its location are quite simi-

lar yet they are not identical ;
both nests

are loosely and roughly put together, but

Veery's is the most compact and the neat-

est. They are usually placed in an inden-

ture, either natural or formed by the birds,

and screened by an overhanging branch, but

while the Veery prefers a dry knoll in a

damp spot, within a wood, the Hemiit usu-

ally selects the margin of a grove or a

patch of trees in a dry and partiaUy over-

grown open; neither build in a dense

thicket of trees or shrubbery. Under the

nests is jDlaced a cushion or platform com-

posed of dried grass or moss. The nest

proper is bfiilt of dried grass and small

twigs, unmixed with mud, and is lined with

fine grass ; sometimes fine fibrous roots

and vines are added to the lining.

The Olive-backed builds in a tree, and,

like all tree-builders, makes a substantial

structure. It is usually placed in the

crotch of a limb some six or eight feet

from the gi-ound, generally in a moist place,

and occasionally in a really wet swamp.

In a specimen of this nest before me coarse

grass -is the predominating material in the

external parts, but in the walls twigs of

spruce, bits of lichens and dried leaves are

mixed with the grass and aU are woven

into a sohd mass, very firm and strong.

The lining is formed by a layer of fine

grass interwoven with pieces of a black,

vine-like root, all. neatly laid ;
over these,

at the bottom, is a layer of skeleton leaves.

The measurements are : Depth, inside, 1|

inches ; width at mouth, 2f inches ;
out-

side the diameter is iiTegular, varying from

^ to 5 inches. Mr. J. W. Banks tells me

that of some fifty nests of the Olive-backed

Thrush that he has examined all were lined

with skeleton leaves ; but Mr. Harold Gil-

bert found one in 1878 that was lined with

moose hair. This nest was built in a gar-

den, in the suburbs of St. John, within

twenty feet of the house and but an arms-

length from one of the main walks. The

moose hair was furnished by a tame animal

kept on the grounds. The three species

usually lay four eggs, but it is Mr. Banks-

opinion that in extremely wet or cold sea-

sons three more frequently complete the

clutch. So eminent and excellent an au-

thority as Dr. Coues gives four and five as

the munber of eggs, but we have never

seen more than four in any nest obtamed

in tliis country.

The Tawny and the Hermit lay immacu-

late eggs of "a greenish-blue color, but the

eggs of the Hermit are much the paler and

ar^also the longer and more pear-shaped.

The eggs of the Ohve-backed are of a

bright greenish-blue ground color, not so

dark as the Veery's. and irregularly marked

with purplish-brown spots. In some ex-

amples these spots are so large and numer-

ous they almost entirely hide the ground

color. The average measurements of the

eggs are: Tawny, .8(5 X- 67 ;
Olive-backed,

.92X.69; Hermit, MxM. Few of our

coimtry-people are acquainted with the ap-

pearance of these birds but are familiar

with their songs which they attribute to

one species called by them the " Swamp

Eobin ;" for as in their appearance so in

their song, there is to some degree a super-

ficial resemblance ; all have peciihar metal-

hc voices and sing somewhat similar melo-

dies. Their songs resemble each other

much more than they resemble that of any

other species. The Tawny ranks first in

classification but the Hermit takes prece-

dence as a vocalist. His song is the grand-

est ; it is the finest musical composition and

displays the most artistic execution, as well

as the greatest compass and power of voice.

One is surprised to find so little about

the songs of these Thiiishes in the writ-

ings of the older ornithologists. Wilson

says the Tawny has "no song" and calls

the Hermit " a silent bird." Audubon never

heard the song of the Hermit, and Nuttall

Dec. 15, 1882.]

does it but scanty justice. To my ear it is

by far the finest song we hear in these

Northern woods, and fully deserves the

seemmgly exaggerated title of " glorious,"

given it by some modern writers. The

Winter Wren is his nearest rival and he

startles the listener into admiration by the

perfect torrent of sweet harmonies, of

brilliant passages and marvellously execu-

ted trills, he hurls upon the stillness of the

forest solitude in which he delights to

roam : but, beautiful and joyous as his

song is, in comparison with the song of

the Hennit Thnish it sounds mechanical,

and more hke an air from a music box.

The music of the Hermit never startles

you : it is in such perfect harmony with the

surroundings it is often passed by unno-

ticed, but it steals upon the sense of an ap-

preciative listener like the quiet beauty of

the sunset. Very few persons have heard

him at his best. To accomplish this you

must steal up close to his forest s.inctuary

when the day is done, and listen to the

vesper hymn that flows so gently out upon

the hushed siir of the gathering twilight.

You must be very close to the singer or

yon will lose the sweetest and most tender

aiad pathetic passages, so low are they ren-

dered—in the merest whiSjjers. I cannot,

however, agree with Mr. Burroughs that

he is more of an evening than a morning

songster, for I have often observed that

the birds in any given locality will sing

more frequently and for a longer period in

the morning than in the evening. I prefer

to hear him in the evening, for there is a

difference ; the song in the morning is

more sprightly—a musician would say

"has greater brilliancy of expression"

—

and lacks the extreme tenderness of the

evening song, yet both have much the same

notes and the same "hymn-like serenity."

Thi; bii-ds frequently render their matinal

hynms in concert and the dwellers in a

grove will burst out together in one full

chorus, forming a grander 1'e .Deum—more

thrilling—than is voiced by surphced choir

187

within cathedral walls. On one occasion

an Indian Iranter after listening to one of

these choruses for a time said to me,

" That makes me feel queer." It was no

slight influence moved this red-skinned

stoic of the forest to such a speech. The

song of the Olive-backed ranks second in

composition but he has the sweetest and

most meUow voice of the three. The

Veery displays the least musical ability yet

his simple strain is exceedingly pleasant to

the ear and his beautiful voice exhibits

most strongly that peculiar resonant metal-

lictone which is characteristic of thegenus.

I have not attempted to represent these

songs by words or notes, for all such ex-

periments as I have seen, appear to me to

be failures. Neither the words of Dr.

Brewer or Mr. Samuels, nor the syllables

used by Mr. Eidgway or Mr. Gentry con-

vey to my mind the idea of the songs of

the birds that is impressed on mymemory

;

and after a patient rehearsal of the notes

of Mr. Horsford's score on piano, violin

and flute I fail to recognize the melodies

he has attempted to write. Perhaps Mr.

Horsford will say that, as I do not live in

" a white pine country," I can know nothing

about these Thrushes, and I certainly do

not if his article in Forest and Stream* is

to be taken as evidence of what is cori-ect.

Besides their songs the three species have

call notes and two or three minor notes,

used chiefly when a mated pair are together.

The alarm note of the Ohve-backed, which

Mr. Minot thinks sounds like " whit," and

which he calls "the ordinary note" of the

bird, is seldom used except the bird lias a

nest near the intruder. I think the soimd

woidd be better represented by "kwut"

very abiTiptly and quickly uttered, with a

peculiar ejnphatic intonation. But the

songs and notes of all birds miist be heard

to be understood and appreciated.

—

M.

Chnniherla.in, St. John, JSf. B.

"Pror. Horsford's writings on onr Tliruslics first appeared

in " Familiar Srience" piiljlishod liy us. We also engraved

the music. Otlier of our articles appeared in Ftirest and

Stream as original.

O.& O. Vr. . Dec. 15 .
183V
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The Family Turdidae in Orleans
County, N.Y.

Tlie family TiirdiiM or Tlinish family is,

comparatively, very well represented in Or-

leans County.

Tlie thrush family in Xorth America com-

prises twenty-six well-defined species and sub-

species.

Of this number, fifteen are confined to the

west and south-west, and one is confined to

Greenland; leaving but ten of possible occur-

rence in Eastern United States.

Out of this possible ten seven are known to

occur in Orleans County.

Mentioning tliese in the order of their class-

ification (A.O.U. nomenclature) we have, first,

the Catbird (OnlenwopteH cwnUnemU). This

well-known bird is one of our most common
summer residents fi-om the first week in May,

the time of its arrival from the south, until

the last of September. The Catbird breeds

abundantly, building its nest of sticks, twigs,

rootlets .and leaves in a bush, low tree, or a

cluster of vines, generally in a thicket or

wooded place. The eggs are generally four or

five in number, and the young birds are hatched

about Jiuie 8-1-5. Tlic Catbird is seldom seen

outside of its forest home, but there it is

abundant.

Xext in order we have the Brown Thrasher

{Harporhynchnx rufnn) which, however, is of

very rare occurrence here. Why this is so is

not known. It seems to be quite common
el.sewliere tlirongliout the eastern United States

but in this particular section of Western New
York it certainly is quite rare. However, a

specimen is occasionally seen, and a friend of

the writer, who resides just over the line into

Genesee County, secured a ne.st with eggs from

the thickets of Tonawanda Swamp. The song

of this bird has been the remark of many writers

for its variety and beauty, and I fear Orleans

ornithologists will have to rely wholly upon
their words.

The Wood Thrush (Turdiis mustelimis) is a

very common bird of our woodland in summer.

Its beautiful flute-like notes are heard in this

locality, f(n- the first time, about May 10th,

although I have recorded the arrival of muste-

ihwK as early as April 21st (1888). It leaves

for the south early in September. It breeds

commonly, building its nest about the 20th of

ilay and usually laying four eggs, though quite

often only three. In this locality the Wood
Thrush is quite often imposed upon by the

Owbird. The nest is as a rule in the top of a

sapling and is composed to a goodly extent of

leaves, although twigs, roots and grasses as

well are in its make-up. The name "Flute-

bird," derived from the striking resemblance
of its notes to that instrument, is also given to

this bird.

Wilson's Thrush {Turdus fmeescens) arrives

and departs at about the same time as the

Wood Thrush, and like that bird is a resident

of the forest and thicket. It is not, however,
as plentiful as the Wood Thrush. Its nest is

usually on the ground at the base of a sapling,

although frequently it is placed a few feet

from the ground, and may contain three or

four eggs.

Tlie Olive-backed Thrush (Turdus nstulatns

.noainsoni), next in order, differs from the

thrushes aheady spoken of in that it is not a

summer resident in Orleans County, but a

migrant.

Wintering south of us and spending the

summer and breeding north of the United
States, it passes us on its way to and from its

breeding grounds respectively, during the

spring and fall. Its occurrence is rather rare,

and as it keeps for the most part to the tree

tops and does not tarry long during its migra-
tions, it is seldom seen. An uncommon inci-

dent in connection with this bird in this county

is the fact that it has been known to breed

here. Contrary to the rule of its breeding far

to the north, Frank H. Lattin, of Gaines, on
each of the dates, June 2, 1880, and June 1,

1881, found a nest of this bird. Both of tliese

nests were in small saplings, one four feet

from the ground, the other ten. The first

nest contained four eggs while the second con-

tained three eggs with one of the Cowbird.

The breeding of this bird in Orleans County
certainly proves a remarkably southern exten-

sion of its breeding habitat. The Olive-backed

Thrush is a sub-species of the Russet-backed

Thrush of the Pacific coast region.

T'he Hermit Thrush {Turduj< aonalwchl-K

paUasii), far-famed and noted for its wonderful

and soul-stirring powers of song when in its

summer home, is considered a variety of the

Pacific coast species known as the Dwarf Her-

mit Thru.sh. Like the preceding species it

occurs in this coimty only as a migrant, and is

the most boreal of all the thrushes. Dvu'ing

the first or second week in April it may be

seen on the grouiul ill our forests on its way
nortli, and does not seem at all shy, and will

allow one to approach within a very few feet.

Again in October it passes us on its return

trip. It is quite rare.
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Turdus fiisoescens .

Concord, Fiass. A fjine singer.

189S. Even the Wilson's Thrushes were nearly silent this evening,

June 4. Last night they sang very freely and finely in the rain.

(The rain stopped at siinset to-day and the sicy cleared in the

N.W. but the strong K.E. wind still holds). Like the Hermit

Thrushes they vary greatly in individual proficiency. One

that I listened to last evening had an exceptionally clear,

pure voice and his execution was without a flaw. I have never

heard a better singer,

June 21. Without question the ?/ilson's Thrushes furnish the finest

as well as the most copious nusic of any of the birds which

breed in this inimediate region. As twilight was falling this

evening they made the woods fairly ring with their clear,

flute-like voices. They are almost as numerous in the pine

-woods on the tops and sides of the hills as in the swaraps.

There is less inequality and variability in the songs of

different individuals than is the case with the Hermit arid

?/ood Thrushes iiut yet there are some birds whose voices are

finer and clearer and whose notes are more varied and intri-

cate than those of the coimaon run.

I do not remember to have- noted before that the Wilson's

Thrush, like so many other birds, has favorite singing perches

to which it resorts day after day. This, at least, is true

of a bird which is breeding somewhere near the east end of



Tiird^s fusoescens .

Concord, Ivlass.

1898. Ball's Hill and which sings every evening in the large red

June 21. oak on the edge of Holden's meadow sittixig invariably not on-

(!To.2). ly on the same "oranoh but actually on the same twig and alv^ays

facing towards the north-west.

1899. Singing 17 days after first
arrival.

May 19. Wilson's Thrushes began singing to-day. I heard the

first at 9 A.M. on the side of Ball's Hill. Gilbert heard

another near the cabin about the middle of the afternoon. At

evening there was protracted and general singing all around

the hill and in the blueberry swaiap behind it, at least five

or six birds taking part. All of then seemed to be in excel-

lent form, llhy is it that this species remains silent so

long after its arrival? I saw the first tliis season on luay

2nd and by the 10th they were abundant. Living, as I do here,

in the very midst of their favorite haunts I should have

known it had there been any singing before to-day. They have

called a little at morning and evening and uttered the bleat-

ing note but not once have I hoard the song before this moen-

ing. Seventeen days is a longer period of silence than usual,

however

.



Hylocicbla fuscescens fuscescens. Wilson's Thrush.— Though it

is not my desire to question the ruling of the American Ornithologists'

Union, yet the long sought opportunity to hear the bird inhabiting New-

foundland has at last been gratified, and I am more strongly convinced

than ever that my fuUginosa is distinct. Its darker coloring leads one at

sight to confuse it with the Ohve-back, and I had to shoot the bird in one

case to be positive of my identification. Its call note pheu has what seems

to me quite a different quality, and its song, if my birds were not peculiar,

instead of being an uninterrupted performance is divided into three dis-

tinct parts, and unlike any Veery song I have ever heard in New England.

I listened to several birds singing near the mouth of Harry's Brook, and I

believe the difference would be noted by any one familiar with the stereo-

typed song.— R. Heber Howe, Jr., Thoreau Museum, Concord, Mass,



Bia'As of Upper St, John,

2. Turdus fuscescens Sie^/i. Wilson's Thrush. — Rare at Grand
Falls. On June i6 a nest -with four fresh eggs was found on top of a

stump. Not met with at Fort Fairfield. Mr. McLeod says that it appears

at Houlton by,May 15, and by the loth ofJune becomes common. Breeds.,

Newfoundland Notes. A Trip up the
Humber BiTer, Aug. 10 - Sept. 24, 1809.

49. Turdus fuscescens. Wilson's Thrush.—One seen September 14.

Louie H, Porter, New Xork City.

Auk, XVII, Jan., 1900, p.7<?-

7J.

73. Turdus fuscescens. Wilson's Thrush.— Several single indi- '/^•^'t
viduals observed.

285. Hylocichla fuscescens. Wilson's Thrush.— Abundant migrant,

April 13 to May 16, and September 13 to 26; common resident, May 16

to August 31; breeds (May 29 to June 26).

I



ftjC Penobscot Bay, Maine.



Bds. Obs. atFranoonia aad Bethlehem
N.H. July- August, 1874. J.A.AlSen

47- Turdus fuscescens. Seen a few times near Franconia villa;

Auk, V. April, 1888. p. 156

Julyia-S^t. 4. 18 J3. F.H illan

Turdus fuscescens.-Quite common.

Bds. Obs. in Franconia, N.H. Jung 11-21

'86, and Jun«4-Aug. 1, '87. W.Faxon

Turdus fuscescens. Veery.—Very common.

Auk, Y. April, 1888. p. 153

^'''^K^^®*^?" °^ Presidential Rang..

I. The intervale woods and thickets along the Androscoggin Rivi
where T. fuscescens is abundant, T. u. pallasii less so.

Aukt4, April 1887. p. 108

«ne 4 12. 85, and 4-11, '86, W.Faxon

62. Turdus fuscescens. Veery.—Common.

Auk, V. April, 1888. p. 151



Breezy Point, Warren, N.H.

/t^A ,di I V v'^ t-f -'^ " i^-^

1804.

7
7

Breezy

1895. c^-MVv is^!^

J/J

4i



•ammer Bds.Mt. Mansfield, Vt
8i. Hylocichla fuscescens. Wilson's Thrush.— Common in the

valley ; I heard them most often in the alders along the streams, but they

also occupy the maple woods at the base of the mountain, in company
with the Olive-baeks and the Wood Thrushes.

by Arthur H. Howell. Auk, XVIII, Oct., X901, p,345.
'



Mass, {near Concord).

J88?

xfctyx, eLt^ /^^^ CC^Cm^,

\ ^ WiQchendon,.l4aa8. June, 1888.

E. Ma^s. 1885. ^^s

rinceton i-S^N J. Butland, Maes. June, j«S-JB66

S. W. Denton.



Birds of Bristol County , liiass.

F.W.Aodros.

Turdus fuscescens Steph., Wilson's Thrush.
Summer resident, common. Breeds.

O.&O. XII. Sept. 1887 p. 141

Bd-^. Ohs. near Sheffield. Berkshire

Oy, Masa. June 17-36, '88, V/.i?'»xon

73. Turdus fuscescens. Wilson's Thrush.— Corr
lei-ved well up towards the summit of the Dome.

Auk,VI. Jan., 1880. p. 46

Birds Known t« Pass Breeding Season
nr. Wmchendon, Mass. Wm 3rew«t^r

I 79. Turdus fus(

Auk, V, Oct., 1888. p. 389

ad». Obe. near Qraylock Mt. Berksiiire
Oo. Maes. June 28 -July 16. W, Faxon

75- Turdus fuscescens. Wilson-'s Thrush —Common in the 1

iiom the sea-level on the cleared portions of the mountain sides.

Auk, VI. April, 1889. p. 106

Middlesex Co. Mass.

June 25-30, 1889.



Turdus fuscesoens .

Conoord, Ivlass.

1899. About the usual nuiaber breeding at Ball s Hill, Found

June. two nests, both in dry situations; one among oak leaves at

the base of a bunch of oaks on the side of the hill near its

foot and only a fev/ yards froin the river path, the other in

the side of a sandy enbanl-anent near the path to Davis's Hill.

The former nest contained three eggs on May 2Sth and three

young apparently only a few hours old on the 12th of June.



Oct., 1882.] AND 0«

-I should be verymuchpleased

to see an article in your journal on some

of the Turdidae, viz : Turdus mustelina

(Wood Thrush,) T. Fallasi (Hermit

Thrush,) T. Sioainsoni (Olive-backed

Thrush,) and T. Ftisceseens (Wilson's

Thrush. All of these breed on the island

of Montreal, but their eggs resemble one

another so much that I have not been able

to identify the species. Therefore, I

should be glad to see a description of their

nests and eggs, as found by yourself or

^ correspondents.

—

Ernest D. Wintle, Mon-

Q treat, Canada.
[Oar experience with the Wilson Thrush-is limited to one

<i nest, and that was found by Capt. Thos. J. Eigney, a very

S reliable assistant, who reported flushing a Thrush, new to

U him, in a swamp near Kockville, Conn., from a tuft or bog.

5 On examination the nest was found in the centre of the

* tuft and set well down into it, and the tuft was almost hld-

p den by a sltunk cabbage. The nest was a fine piece of

§ bird architecture, the foundation being composed of leares

" carefully laid in layers, evidently to keep out the moisture.
|

,
Above that the nest was hke a well built Wood Thrush's

nest, only it was rather deeper and not quite so large. It
[

[. contained four fresh eggs, which are still in our possession,
j

L They are quite round and not much larger than Blue Birds' I

eggs. We should be glad to hear from others in answer to
i

; the above. Probably our St. John contributors can help

» us out.—Bd.

Wilson's Thrush is by no means the com-

V mon bird in Summer in Southern Connect-

^ icut it is in Massachusetts and northward.

3 ^ June 9, I foimd my first nest in the swamp

P - on Groton Long Point. The pure emer-
\

* ^ aids of the Thrush were dwarfed by the

I
S presence of two large Cow-bird's eggs.

The nest was peculiar in being well raised

^' from the ground by dry leaves stuffed into

" the uprights of a spoonwood clump which

^snugly supported the structure itself, thus

' corresponding in date and position with a

V'estern type found by Dr. Coues near

:^^mbina, Dacotah, on the Red River of

the-Norfch. j

Cojiaecticuti, June, 1893.

<^««^ ''^ Mp^, ^iM*,.*C

> Let my inquii-er as to tliese sumnier breeding-

ranges take liis .stand anywhere in the grove of

moss-covered hornheams, about June 10th,

and hear an unrivalled medley. Above and

through the song of countless Parulaj, which

is like the droning of giant bees, is heard

the mocking cadence of Chats, the fiery out-

burst of the Orchard Oriole, and sweeter,

because rarer, the cry of tlie Veery. To no

other place in my territory can I take a friend

and jjroiTiise him the song of \yJ2soii's TJji^ysli.

In all of my collecting near Norwich liave 1

found but one nest of tliis species. But in

this restricted swamp every season 1 find one

or two pairs breeding witliout searoli. Indeed

I have really looked for no eggs on Groton

Long Point except Parula Warbler's, but in

observing the habits of tliis dominating

species, I got the random notes of its assooi-

|_^es and neighbors.

"1 .M.. fr^- JfarzA^tM C^^^,

SI



Birds observed in Naval Hospital
Jrouads. BrooJdyc . a-. H, Oouea

15. Turdus fuscescens. Tawny Thrush.— Very common.

Bull. N.O.O. 4, Jan., 1879, p. 31

Arrivals ofMig'y Birds, Spring-1886,
Central Park, N. Y. City.A. G. Paine, Jr

,

May 11, Tardus fascescens, (756). Wilson's
Thrash.

O.&O. XI.Aag-.18S<3,p,126

Birda of tbe Adirondack Ba^io^,
O.B.Memaia.

2. Hylocichla fuscescens {StefJi.') Baird. Wilson's Thrush.—Con

Tion in certain localities, where it breeds.

Bail. N, Q, O, «»Oct. 1881, P, 226

Wilson Thrush. Tolerably common.

B. A. Sterling, Brooklyn , Pa.
Auk, XIX, July. 1902, P.29B.



Descriptions of First Plumage of 0»r-
tain North Am. Bbs. Wm. Brewster,

4. Turdus fuscescens.

First plumage: female. Above bright reddish-buff, deepest on back

and rump : feathers of pileum, nape, back, and wing-coverts margined

with dark brown, confining the lighter color to somewhat indefinitely

defined central drop-shaped spots. Lores and line from lower mandible

along sides of throat, dark sooty-brown : throat, sides, and abdomen

pale brownish-yellow with indistinct transverse bands of brown ; breast

deep buff, each feather edged broadly with dull sooty-brown ; anal region

dirty white. In my collection, taken in Cambridge, Mass., July 23,

1874.

BuU. N.O.O. 3t Jan., 1878. p.

/



Singing of Birds. JB. P. BickneU.

Turdus fuscescens. Wilson's Thrush.

Contrary to what we find to be true of most of our summer

birds, tlie Wilson's Thrush seems often to remain silent for some

days after its arrival in the spring; although this is not invariably

the case.

Though it comes to us but little later than the Wood Thrush,

its song in some years may not be heard until two weeks after

that of the latter bird ; and yet we lose it fully a month earlier.

With the Wilson's Thrush singing continues regularly through the

month of June and into the early part of July, but after this time is

not commonly heard, and soon has entirely ceased. For several

years dates of final songs have been entered in my books between

July lo and 15 ;
though a single song may sometimes be heard

later in the month. July 21, 23, and 26 are the latest dates that

I have recorded. Often in the first, or even second week of

July, though singing is so soon to cease, the vocal impulse seems

to be at its height, and our thick swamps and low woods sound

with the continually reitei'ated songs of numbers of these fine-

voiced Thrushes. These birds are so much oftener heard

than seen that after they have become silent they are not often

observed : but not until the end of September have they all left

us.

By the end of August the plumage has been renewed and the

birds are very fat. But specimens may be taken at this time, and,

indeed, through September, showing a slight activity of feather-

growth. I. April, 1884. p. /Hf .
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Was^:. (near Concord). /tlJl'f '!^f<^

WAY 281827 _ ' ^
, Ci. PL-Oi^ lATvH^ HinxA. "-i^ -f-f-^*^

JUN 2 188

7^ ^/V^ ^- '^-^^ ^
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proceeded far when I saw a small bird fly \

from a small stump C^^^ direct- 1

ly in my path. I Mjpi hast- I

ened forward and t^^^^ found

taining three small blue eggs, about the ^

size of the common Bluebird, excepting

the color was a deep blue green. I knew
I had a prize, and sat down to watch for

the Thrush to return—for such it was—to

observe her, but she did not appear. I

took the nest and eggs and found the lat

ter very much incubated, and had to use

my large drill to blow them, and then with

much difficulty, making a larger hole than
I wished. The nest was sunk into the

hollow stump more than the sketch shows. '•

After that I found a Wilson Thrush ij

Q with three eggs upon the ground beneath
(

^ the shadow of a blackberry bush—such a ,

nest and bird as I found at Rockville, Ct.

These were also badly gone and I could

not blow them. Both nests are in my
possession,.^'

O



Spotted Eggs of Wilson's Thrush.

I have recently received a remarkable set of

eggs of the Wilson's Thrush {Sylocichlafusces-

cens). They were taken June 2, 1888, in Franklin

County, Maine. The parent bird was shot,

and fully identified. The eggs, which are four

in number, are of the usvial color, but they are

all distinctly speckled with russet. One of the

eggs is marked much more heavily than the

others, but on all of them the specks are

easily seen. The largest of the markings

measure .0.3 x .03. The eggs themselves meas-

ure .82 x. 65; .82x66; .83x.66; .82 x.67.

O &0. XIV. Apr. 1889 p. 60 -T- P- N.
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Wilson's Theush {Turdus fuseescens,)

except the Eobiri, the most abundant thrash

of this locality. Although found plenti-

fully in nearly all situations, its favorite

haunts are low, swampy woods. The past

Summer a pair of these Thrushes built

their nest and reared their young within

fifty yards of my home. The site which

they selected for their nest was by the

roadside under an elm tree, among the

rank, growing male ferns. They seemed

to be an unusually social pair, and came

about the house searching for food, show-

ing no signs of fear. Teams were con-

stantly passing within eight feet of their

nest. Of twelve sets which I collected

this Summer, seven contained four, four

three, and one two eggs each. The set

containing but two eggs was taken July

26th and would undoubtedly have con-

tained one or two more had I left the nest

undisturbed. The earliest set was taken

May 30th. Six sets measure as follows :

Set of four collected May 30th, 92x66,

90x65,88x65,88x65; set of four col-

lected June 5th, 88x65, 87x65, 86X65,
85X65; set of four collected June 5th,

89x68, 88x67, 88x66, 92x65; set of

three collected June 13th, 85x68, 84x67,

85x68 ; set of three collected June 20th,

84x70, 87X69, 84x69; set of three col-

lected June 28th, 80x60, 76x62, 80x60.
The set taken June 28th was, I think, the

third litter laid by that pair of birds,

which will account for the small size of

the eggs. The eggs are oval but vary

somewhat in shape ; their color is bluish-

green, a little darker than those of the

Bluebird, and lighter than those of the

Catbird. The nest is placed on or near

the ground, but usually in a low bush

within a few inches of the ground, and is

composed of leaves, dried grass and weeds,

lined with iine roots, strips of bark, and

often hair. There is but little variation in

the nests which I have examined in this

locality.— C. O. Tracy, Taftaville, Vt.

'dinh umiild u fui Yul LimL VHI. OidjtJU.

Wilson's Thrush, with Spotted Eogb and nesting on a Tbbb.—

In a collection of nests and eggs received from Vermont this season was

the nest of this species built upon a horizontal limb of a tree, fifteen feet

from the ground, and containing four spotted eggs. This is the only in-

stance I have ever known either of the nest being much above the ground

or of the eggs being other than immaculate. But I find it is not without

precedent. Mr. George 0. Welch several years since found a nest of this

Thrush in Lvnn at a height of twenty-five feet above the ground, and Mr.

Allen has recorded (Proc. Bost. Soc. Nat. Hist., XVII, 48) an instance of

its having spotted eggs. This case combines both. The nest is large and

bulky, was saddled over quite a large limb, the impress of which is shown

in the base. The ground-color of one egg is unusually deep, as deep as

that of a Catbird, but of a different shade. The spots are of a bright

golden-brown, in one egg very strongly marked, in the other three not so

much so. The parent was sent with the nest, and before I received it its

identity had been carefully verified by that veteran ornithologist, Charles

S. Paine, Esq., of Randolph, Vt.— T. M. Brewer, Boston, Mass.

B»1L N.O.O. 3, Oct.. 1878, p.

o.&o. vn.Mov.ise^.p. /;v.



OLOGIST [Vol. 16-No. 4

Nesting of Wilson's Thrush in

Western Pennsylvania.

Wilson's Thrush {Hylocichla fuscescens) has

heretofore been considered to he a transient

visitor in Pennsylvania, breeding but very

rarely, and then chiefly in mountainous

districts. Within the last two years, however,

I have had the good fortune to discover that

in this section of the state there are localities

where, strange as it may seem, the species is a

common breeder, so that tlie records of its

nesting as given in the May and June (1890)

numbers of tlie O. & O. by Messrs. Koch,

Norris, and Sui'ber, however exceptional tliey

may be for the localities mentioned, cannot he

held to indicate the uniform rarity of the bird

as a summer resident throughout tlie entire

state, for cjuite the contrary is true.

On May 1.5, 1889, I boarded the train bound
for Lcasuresville, Butler County. When, late

the same afternoon, I stepped off at the lonely

way-station of Monroe, a single glance at my
sun'oundings convinced me tliat I was in a

locality especially j'ich in bird-life, and, as

subsequent events proved, my Judgment
formed then was coij'cct. And as I trudged

up the hill, tired and diiinerless, and cairying

a heavy valise and shotgun, with the prospect

of a three-miles' walk in the hot sun over a

hilly, dusty road before arriving at my des-

tination, I was cheered by the song of a, liii'il I

had never heard before, but in the llule-like

quality of whose notes 1 recognized its aflinily

with the Wood Thrush. I did not see the bird

at the time, and pursuit was obviously out of

the question, but I instantly decided that it

must be Wilson's Thrush. Thereafter, during

my stay, while wandering amid the eternal

gloom of the trackless, hemlock forest and the

swampy thicket. I constantly heard the same
song, which may he expressed by the syllables

hee-a%of'('-(ni)<''(i'-iiineer-moeer-cme(;r-avnf
,
begin-

ning loud and clear, but gradually dying aw.ay

toward the end,— a fai-away, weird song, with

a wild ring to it savoring of untouched nature

and the piimeval forest. The acoustic quality

of the notes was such that they always seemed

to come from a distance, but though I rightly

suspected that this was not really the case the

birds always eluded my observation while

singing, and it was not until .June 11th that

my perseverance was at last rewarded by

seeing the bird in the act, and thus proving

finally that my suspicions, as to the author of

the songs being Wilson's Thrush, were correct.

EMot ofO. & 0.:

Allow me to add an instance of the breeding

of Wilson's Thrush in Pennsylvania, to the

report of Messrs. Norris and Koch in May

O. & O. t have a set of three eggs of this

bird taken June 10, 1885, in Delaware County,

Pa. Thad. Barber.

White Sulphur Springs, W. Va.

, Penn.
Dun, Pa.

Istm's

ation

Nid-

four.

Aprh. 1891.] AND p. 130

Previously, however, on May 27th, I had
taken the nest of the species. On the day in

question, which by the way was rainy and dis-
\

agreeable, I was accompanied by Mr. James Thrush
Myers, one of the local hunters and woodsmen, d seven
who proposed that we should go to a nest ul, pi o-

which he had found a few days before. After of the
a walk of about a mile, interrupted, however,

'

by an exciting adventure with a Blue Yellow- V
backed Warbler, we came to a high woods ,

•

with a thick undergrowth of laurel and ;

huckleberry, where the bird was presently

flushed from her nest on the ground. I gave L

one srlance at the nest, another at the bird. \"
• glance at the nest, another at the bird,

exclaimed " Wilson's Thrush!" and in a twink-
ling fired and killed her. Returning to the

nest, 1 found it to contain three eggs, of

exactly the same shade of bluish-green as

those of the Wood Thrush. They were, of

course, smaller, and, upon blowing, proved to
be slightly incubated. The nest was not
sunken in the ground, but placed on a mound
of leaves, thus escaping the damp; it was
surrounded and canopied over with huckle-

berry bushes. Leaves, strips of bark and
weed stalks entered into its composition, with
lirokcn leaves as lining. Measurements showed
it to be five inches in external diameter by
four .and a lialf inches in external depth, with
a cavity two and three-quarter inches by two
and three-quarter inches.

I may add as a significant fact that I have
never as yet found this species in Beaver
County, either as a summer I'esident or as a

migrant, although the other species of the

genus native to the Eastern United States are

abundant in their season.

W. E. Clydp Todd.
Beaver, Beaver Co., Pa.

IS futfcex-

, I found
I

I

nest of a
\ \

)ubt as to
'

only egg

know of,

ire in the '

iby,Mioh.
)bs,

ns (Steph.) Baird.

tne of the last of the

iice. Arrives from

to breed. Occasion-

5.B.

loh. leoiNotea.
B. Swales.

took a set of four eggs

bird. The Viery does not

j
ureeu iiere as commonly as the Wood Thrush.

O.A O. Vol. 18, July. 1893 p. 100

Deteoit^Mich. 1891Notss.
fi.S. Swales,

I

May 27. Wilson's Thrush, three eggs,

O.A O. Vol. 18, July. 1893 p. 100

SetroitJtficJi. 1891 Notes.
i. B.H. Swales,

j

June 8. Wood and I went out to High-

I

land Park. Took a set of four spotted eggs

Jof the Wilson's Thrush,

0.6 O. Vol. 18, July.1893 p;iOO



Birds of Cheater County, Penn.
Cyrus B. Ressel, Ercildoun, Pa.

and t!ie piimeval forest. Tlie acoustic quality

of the notes was such that they always seemed
to come from a distance, but though I rightly

suspected that this was not really the case the

birds always eluded ray observation while

singing, and it was not until June 11th that

my perseverance was at last rewarded by

seeing the bird in tlie act, and thus proving

finally that my suspicions, as to the author of

the songs being Wilson's Tlirush, were correct.

Editor of O. & O.:
|

Allow me to add an instance of the breeding
j

of Wilson's Thrush in Pennsylvania, to the
'

report of Messrs. Norris and Koch in May

O. & O. I have a set of three eggs of this

bird taken June 10, 1885, in Delaware County,

Pa. Thad. Sarber.

White Sulphur Springs, W. Va.

195. Tiirdus fuscescens (Steph.). Wilson's

Thrush. Summer resident; rare; in migration

common. Ai'rives second week in May. Nid-

ificates by the last of the month
;
eggs, four.

I Departs by October.

o <teO. XIV. Sept. 1809 p. 130

_
Last June I found a set of WUson's Tlirush

containing three eggs of the thrush and seven
Cowbird's eggs. The nest was on a limb pro-
jecting over the sidewalk in a part of the

[toyn most frequented.
j

J, Birds Breedinsr in MaPsiuUl Oo* III*

No 756 Wilson's Thrush {Turduf! fmcen-
\

Very »arc. On May SO, 1889, I found I

of this species in the nest of a

bird. There is no doubt as to

if the egg. It is the only egg

n the county that 1 know of,

although I have seen the birds here in the
|

breeding season. -sw^rr" ^nPl

cens).

a single

Summer Yello

the identity f

ever found i

Birds of KslamazooOounty, Mich.
Dr. Morris Gtibbs.

2. [3.] Eylodchla fiiscescens (Steph.) Baird.

Wilson's Thrush
;
Veery.—One of the last of the

fiimily to make its appearance. Arrives from

May 1 to 10. A few remain to breed. Occasion-

ally lay five eggs
;
usually four.

j

Q.&iQ. X, JaQ.1885.B, fe.

Detroit^idx. 1891 Notes.
B.H. Swales,

Wilson's Thrush ; took a set of four esss

/
I

and one of the Cowbird. The Viery does not

j
breed here as commonly as the Wood Thrush.

0.&0.Vol. 18, July. 1893 p. 100

DetroitjMioli. 1891 Notes.
S.H. Swales.

I

May 27. Wilson's Thrush, three eggs,

0.& O. Vol. 18, July. 1893 p. 100

DetroitJUlch. 1891 Notes,
L B.B. Swales,

I
June 8. Wood and I went out to High-

j

land Park. Took a set of four spotted eggs

I

of the Wilson's Thrush,

0.&O.ToLia.Jiily.l893 p.lOQ



Nesting of Wilson's Thrush in

Pennsylvania.

To most of the readers of the O. & O., sup-

posing that they are New Englanders, the

Wilson's Thrush {Tiirdas fuficeficenfi) is in all

probability one of the most common birds

breeding in their locality.

But this is not so in Pennsylvania, for

although the bird is a transient visitor iu this

State it seldom remains to breed.

On the 26th of .July, 1889, while on a picnic

at Lloydsville, Cambria Co., Pa., and not

having anytliing to do, I wandered up the

mountain to pick whortleberries. .Just as I

reached the summit, a bird of the thrush
family started up in front of me, and quiclcly

disappeared in the brush-wood. On going to

the spot slie had left 1 found a nest and three

eggs. Not deeming identitication c(nnplete I

marked the spot, and on returning about half

an hour later I again flushed tlie bird, getting

a better view of her; lier tawny coloi-, togetlier

with the position and composition of the nest,

furnishing identilicatiou. As I did not expect
to be in tlie locality again J took tlie set,

though probably incomplete, together witii

the nest.

The latter was placed a few inches above the
level of tlio ground, presumably on the remains
of an old decayed stump; but whatcvci' it was,

it wa,s so covered witli decayed leaves tliat it

was diflicult to tell what tlie original fcuinda-

tion had been.

Tbe nest was composed of di-ied grass, root-

lets, dead leaves and a shi-ed-like bark,

probably that of tlie grape-vine. Tliere was
no lining wliatever, except tliat in the inside

the rootlets predominated sliglitly.

The eggs, as mentioned before, were three

in number, of the usual light greenish-blue

color. They measure: .93x.69; .88x.67;

.89X.69, and were perfectly fresh, probably

being the second set of the season.

Lloyd's station is situated on the side of a

spur of the Alleghany mountains, and, accord-

ing to the Pennsylvania State Geological Sur-

vey report, of Blair Co., is 2,180 feet above

tide, the nest being at least 150 feet higher,

on the summit of the hill, making the altitude

of the nest at least 2,300 feet above tide. This

altitude was in all probability chosen by the

bird to make up for the difference in latitude

between this and its regular breeding local-

ities.

On another trip, several miles east of this, I

noticed a pair of Juncos (Junco hyemaiis) ap-

parently making "much ado about nothing,"

but on closer investigation 1 discovered a

young bird lying on the ground, dead. This

has no connection with the Wilson's Thrush,

but it may be interesting to know that the

Junco, although on the high mountains, breeds

as far south as latitude 41° 20'.

Fred 0. Koch.
Philadelphia, Pa.

[To the above instance of Wilson's Thrush

breeding in Pennsylvania, may be added that

of a set of four eggs taken May 28, 1887, in

Montgomery County, Pa., and now in my
cabinet.— J^. P. JV.]

0.*.0. XV.May.lSOO P^^^;-/'

iJotes- Egga of Thrushes & Thrashers,
H.G. Packer.

Wilson's Thrush {Hylomhlaf»s<-,es(-i:us) . Eggs
universally four, blue, unspotted. In shade

they seem to be darker than eggs of the Hermit

Thrush, and this darkei' blue is constant in

comparing a series of each. The size is ap-

!

pareutly the same, and a faded set of small

Catbird's eggs look somewhat like those of

Wilson's Thrush.

The nest of this bird is essentially difFerent

from that of the Wood Thrush, inasmuch as

it is loscly constructed, and contains no mud,

and is phiccd ou tiie ground or near it. It

breeds in rcnnsylvania and Ohio sparingly,

and tinds its most congenial haunts in New
England and to tlic Northward.

O.&O.'XII. May.1887 p. 69
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Bird* cf -WeeteTB North Carolina.
Wiiiiam Brewster.

lOo. Turdus fuscescens. Wilson's Thrush. — Abundant over the

elevated plateau about Highlands, and scarcely less numerous on the Black

Mountains, ranging in both localities from about 3500 to 5000 feet. Like

the Wood Thrush this species haunted, by preference, rhododendron thick-

ets along streams, and in many of these tangled retreats it was far more

numerous than I have ever seen it at the North. Its call-notes were

louder, sharper, and more penetrating than those of our New England

bird. The song, also, was clearer, more varied, and altogether finer.

On the Black Mountains Wilson's Thrushes abounded in the dense

evergreen forest of spruces and balsams at, and for a little distance above,

5000 feet. Two specimens which I shot here are somewhat larger than

New England examples, and decidedly browner. Mr. Boynton has re-

peatedly found the nest of this species at Highlands, usually in the top

of a fallen tree, sometimes on a mound surrounded by water or springy

ground.

011^8. AprU. 1880. p. 178

^«»»-»>v»>i yi^a^f^-ut-^ Cj/vit/nM^x^ /^/v<5^.. ^-It^-e^ ^-^^ .

For Turdusfuscescens^ size and color are indicated in Tawny

Thrush, Little Thrush (Latham), and Merle grivette (Canada

— literally "Little-Thrush-Blackbird"); Wilson's Thrush dis-

closes its first adequate biographer
;
Veery (New England) and

Yorrick (Thoreau's Writings) refer to its pleasing note, which

they copy. Bu^ N.O.O. S.Apil. 1888, p. 7 3 .
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^eaeTol Motes.

Notes on Cape Breton Sximmer Birds.
Francis H, Allen.

Gray-cheeked Thrush {Turdus alicia: or T. a. bicknelli ?) (Migrant?)]

Ank XII. Jan. 1806 p. 90

I/. -fie^cA 'flc^.

286. Hylocichla aliciae. Gray-cheeked Thrush.— Regular migrant,

rare in spring, May 21 to 27 (May 15 to 29, 1906); not uncommon in fall,

September 10 to October 18.



Remarks on Five Maine Birds.—It appears that no formal announce- !

ment of the occurrence of the Grav-cheeked Thrush {Hylocichla alicice)

in the State of Maine has ever been made, though the course the bird is

known to pursue in its migrations renders such an announcement of slight

!
importance. It may be stated, however, for the benefit of compilers, that

I

this Thrush is a regular, not very common, spring and fall migrant in

'; southern Maine, reaching Portland in spring about the middle of May,

and in autumn about September 20.

liuii. N.O.O, 7, July. 1882, p. /89

.

Birds of DeadEiver Begion, Mo. F. u. 0.

1. IlyloeicMa alicue, (Grey-cheeked Thrush).

Two spechnens of this species were secured in

June, 1883. They may have been common, but

could not be distinguished from the Olive-backed

Thrush unless taken in hand. Some ornitholo-

gists decline to recognize this species as distinct

from //. mtvlata mainsom, the writer considering

it a debatable question. Both specimens alluded

to above were taken along the alder fringed banks

of the Carribossett river, and were evidently mi-

grating in company with others of same species

or the Olive-backed variety.

O.&O. XI. Aug. 1886. p. U4



TUrdus allolae .

SantucKet, Llass.

1878. Near Eel Point I killed one on the edge of the salt

Sept. 28. marsh . It rose from the grass lil;e a Sparrow and I shot it

flying. On our retxirn shot another within a few hundred yards

^ of where I discovered the first. This one I saw rise and a-

light again and going to the spot I actually stepped over it

as it lay hidden in the short grass.



i-f, 'X^oUc^ .-.^^iiX-.^ 3o^S. Mass. 1885.

Mass. {near Co?icord').

Mass^jnear Cambridge).

1887

Concord, J,Iass. In full song.

A very lan^e bird in nearly i^ill song at S A.M. near the

May 20. cabin. Song Indistinguishable frora that of Bicl:nell's Thrush,

so far as I can perceive.

May 21
. The Gray-cheeiced Thrush ali^-ht^d on our door step and

then hopped off along the foot path that leads to the cook

room.



Birds of the Adirondack Begion.
O.H.MernaxQ.

:

' 3. Hylocichla alicise, Baird. Gray-cheeked Thrush. — Occurs
during the migrations. I have taken it as late as June i, but am not
sure that it breeds.

Buy. N.0.0, .0,Oct, 1881, P. 226

36. Hylocichla alicas. Gray-cheeked Thrush.—Given only in the
hypothetic list. Mr. Miller states that it is not an uncommon migrant at
Peterboro.

Auk, XX, Jnly, 190S. x> -^ClC-



Tile Singring of Birds. B.P.BiokneU.

Turdus aliciae. Gray-cheeked Thrush.

To this species almost tlie same remarks apply as to the last-

mentioned, except that it appears disposed to tarry a little longer

in the spring
;
consequently its song may sometimes be heard a

few days later. It is occasionally in song with us through the

first week of June,—that is, I have heard it up to June 4.

I am well satisfied that the songs of the Gray-cheeked and

Olive-backed Thrushes are not alike ; in fact that they are as dis-

tinct from one another as from the songs of the other small

Thrushes.

During recent seasons particular attention was paid to the

songs of these birds, and a clear difference between the songs of

individuals of each proved to be constant, so far as limited

observation went. As a result of my experience with these

birds, I have little hesitation in characterizing the song of

the Gray-cheeked Thrush as weaker than that of the Olive-

backed, entirely dissimilar in tone, and with a somewhat dif-

ferent disposition of the notes. Instead of inusically outbnrsting,

it is singularly subdued, and has a far-away and rather ven-

triloquial sound. It seems more the expression of some dis-

tant emotion revived in memory than of a suddenly felt present

emotion which the song of the Olive-backed Thrush suggests.

The song of the latter bird is louder, more spontaneous and

lyrical. Almost the first note is the loudest and most liquid, after

which the melody becomes rapidly fainter, seeming to dissolve

upon the air like the spent vibrations of a stringed instrument.

The song of the Gray-cheeked Thrush commences low and

reaches its loudest, and I think its highest, part a little beyond

half its continuance. It is throughout much fainter and of less

forcible delivery than the song of the Olive-backed species.

Auk, I. April, 1884. p. /50~/3L



Notes- Eggs of Thrushes & Thrashers.
H.Q.Parker.

Gray-cheeked Thrush {Hylocwhla almoe). A
bird breeding quite commonly in northern por-
tions of the country, but as authentic eggs are
seldom seen in pi-ivate collections, it is enough
to say in this connection that they are a deep
shade of green marked with russet-brown spots
and ai-e about the same size as eggs of Hyloci-

ehla ustiilata swainsoni.

O.&O. XII. May. 1887 p. 69

I

290. Turdus alicia. Gray-cliecked Thrush.

Common migrant. Found in company with

' the next and more common. A few remain

j

during the summer to breed. Know of two

I
nests being found near Minneapolis in 1886.

:
Nested near the ground like a Wilson's Thrush,

• but the eggs were finely sprinkled with black

I

or very dark brown.

O.&O. i5. sept.iseo. pas'?;

The first name of Turdus alicice, Alice's Thrush, is compli-
mentary to Miss Alice Kennicott ; the second, Gray-cheeked, is,
of course, a color-rnark. '

'

BoU. N.O.O, S^ApU. 188S. p. 73





Tvirdus a. ]3io}aielll .

I'lt.MoosilauKe, H.H. .

1894. As viTB stood on the ridge of the mountain (we drove up, .

June 15. reaching the sioitinit at about 9 A.M. ) listening to the Bicl:-

nell's Thrushes we heard iii the distance belov/ em Olive-oaclcec

Thrush singing and still more faintly the song of a Hermit

Thrush. Thus all three birds were within hearing at once but

neveriKeless the range of the BioKnell's is unquestionably

much higher than that of the other two. At its lov^er limits

^ it overlaps by several hiaidred feet probably the upper liraits

of the vertical distribution of T.swainsonli

.

n3



Tiirdiis a.blcluielli .

Bree zy Po int , Warren , N . II

.

1S94. A hot, sultry day.
.
We started up the mountain (Mt.

June 10. Moosilauke) at 7.30 A.M., Faxon (W. ) walliinfc,, Batohelder and

I in the wagon. At an elevation of about 3500 ft. we begai*

to hear BicKnell's Thrushes and I got out and joined Faxon' in

searching for their nests in a very favorable place 'ffhere

there were dense thickets of young firs forming an undergrowth

to a 7/ood of spruces and firs, 35 to 40 ft. in height.. Two

birds were singing here and we started two others which we

too 41 to be females b\it we could find nothing but two old nests

both evidently tl-iose of some kind of Thrushes and both built

in small firs. We finally became discouraged axid started vip

the road turning into the woods wherever we heard a BicXnell's

Thrush singing, and looking awhile for its nest, always vain-

ly. The birds were very nurfierous and usually verj/' tame. In-

deed we might have shot eight or ten of them had we wished.



Turdus a.bicKnelll.

Breezy Point, 7/arren, H.II. Nest and eggs.

1894. At about 11 A.M, we started doTni the ridge (v/e, P,v7.

Jvoae 22. Satchel der, W.Faxon and I ). Hear the point where the road

leaves it and descends to the cold spring (we vvere on the top

of Mt .Moosilauke ) I had foiind, on the loth, a newly finished

but empty nest which there seemed every reason for believing

to be that of Bicknell's Thrush as two birds of that subspe-

cies, a raale and female apparently, were seen near it. The

male was singing steadily; the female flitted about among tho^

squawhing and showing evident concern when we approached the

nest

.

When we reached the place to-day the birds were silent

and invisible but as soon as we came witiiin sight of the nest

(it was some 50 yards from the road near the middle of the

belt of trees) we at once, to our great delight, saw the head

and tail of the sitting female projecting above its rim.

Through our glasses we could malie out her head markings dis-

tinctly at a distance of about 20 yards. V/e then cautiously

advanced to within ten yards and looked again long and steadi-

ly. The bird sat almost perfectly motionless her tail pointy

ing slightly upward, her head raised rather high with the

right cheek turned towards us C'^^) regarding us steadily

with her large, liquid eye which she occasionally winked ab-

ruptly. 7/e could see that the space around the eye was



Turdus a. ^iclvnelli .

Breezy Point, Warren, N.II. West and eggs.

1894. wholly darX and free frora toiiffy but there appeared to be one

June 22. siaall buffy spot well behind the eye on the auriculars. Again

(No.2). we advanced to a small dead stub vYhich as we afterwards ascer-

tained by actual raeasurenent was just nine feet from the tree

in which the nest was plaeed. Although the nest v/as nine feet

above the
ground the slope of the moiintain side was so steep that our
A

faces wore now just level with the sitting bird. As no foli-

age or twigs intervened we could study her through our glasses

quite as critically as if v/e had held her in our hands axid we

satisfied ourselves beyond the remotest shadow of doubt that

she was a true Bicloiell's Thrush. After we had looked as long

as we cared to I stepped down beneath her and reaching up

tapped the twigs about the nest with the muzzle of my collect-

ing pistol. Even this failed to start her and it was not un-

til I shooh the tree gently that she finally left the nest.

She flew first to a dead tree some ten yards off, gave her

plumage a shake and then disappeared among the dense evergreens.

For several minutes we did not see her again but at length

she appeared above and behind us taking short flights from

branch to branch, approaching us closely when we remained mo-,

tionless, retreating when we stirred. Dviring most of this

time she kept perfectly silent but twice or thrice she uttered

a sviGcession of low, anxious calls. One of these was the



Turdiis a /olGl;nelll .

Breezv Point, Y/arren, N.H. West and e^^gs.

1894. characteristic squawli, another a soft rji
.

P or rteenX so very

Jirne 22. like that of T. swainsonii that we could not detect much dif-

(No.."?}. forence. Neither Faxon or I have ever heard this note before

to-day but Faxon heard it just Isefore we left the road and

told nie that he feared there was an Olive-back in the thicket.

Our bird was making it when I finally shot her but she proved

to be a Biclcnell's Thrush nevertheless. On dissecting her

afterwards I foiaid that she had laid all her eggs, although

the set comprised but throe. One was perfectly fresh, another

had the yelk slightly streaked with blood, in the third an

embryo had already beg\in to form. T}iis v/ould indicate that

the bird began sitting as soon as the first egg was laid - a

necessary precaution, doubtless, on this cold, exposed mo-un-

tain summit.

The nest was bviilt in a balsa:ii about four feet from

the top and nine feet above the ground on a short horizontal

branch five inches out from the main stem. It was in no way

concealed and could be seen from a distance of several rods on

every side. We neither saw nor heard ar^lything of the male

bird during this second visit. On the IGth he was singing a-

bout 20. yards from the nest, The 7;oods were composed wholly

of balsams with a mixture of yellow birches. Along the upper

edge of the belt where the wind has an unobstructed sweep over



Tiirdus a. blQtaielli .

Breezy Point, Y/arren, N.H. Nest and eggs.

1894. the crest of the ridge the trees were stunted and matted to-

June 22. gether but those about the nest were twelve to fifteen feet

(No.4). in heig^^ and of nearly normal habit although if, as is pos-

sible, they were of considerable age, they were of course much

dwarfed. We could find no spruces in these woods. They do

not appear, indeed, until several hvmdred feet lower do'wn.

Later in the day - after lunching at the cold spring where we

were assailed by swarns of hi:jigry black flies - Faxon aiid I

walhed down the raountain to Llerrill's, stopping for an hour

or more at the place where v/e saw foizr Bic3<riell's Thrushes on

the loth, and searching long and carefully for their nests

among the dense thickets of young balsams which form an under-

growth to a ratlier oy,en woods of comparatively large (30 to

40 ft. in heigid^) spruces and balsai^is. V/e heard one Bicknell'j

Thrush singing and another calling among the balsams but we

found only one old nest, the third which we have seen here.

All three were in balsam saplings, the lowest only two feet,

the highest about seven feet, above the groimd on the lateral

branches close to the main stems. In the woods where I took

the nest with eggs vie foimd an old nest, evidently a Thrush's

and doubtless a BicKnell's Thrush's, near the end of a hori-

zontal branch about three feet from the ground and five feet

from the trunk of the tree. The branch extended out into an



TurdTis a. bicluielll .

Broozy Point, V/arren, N.K. Nest and eggs.

1894. open space and no one could have passed it v/itliout seeing the

June 22. nest.

(No. 5). On the 13th Biclcnell's Thrushes were singing or calling

every//here during the entire time we were on the upper part of

the raountain. To-day they were stra^igely silent. We heard

only two or three singing and not raore than five or six call-

ing. The usual call reseml^les at a distance the pop
.
T> of Chor-

deiles; near the ivhew of the Vf^ery. One toird on the 13th

clucKed exactly lihe a Hermit Thrush.



Turdus a /blctaielli. .

Breezy Point, Warren, 11. II. Nest.

1894. W. Faxon and I started up the mountain ( Mt .ivioosilauke )

June 26. this morning, reaching the summit at about 10 A.M. Paxon went

down the slope while I kept along the ridge above the spring.

I found a Thrush's nest unquestionably belonging to X.kiSlL-

nelli in a low spreading balsam near the crest of the ridge.

It was scarce two feet above the ground on a short lateral

branch close against the main stem which ciirved out directly

over \\ j^k: shielding it very effectually from the weather.

Although evidently a new nest it vj'as dismantled the lining

having been lately pulled out by something. It was largely

composed of green moss and in every way closely resembled the

nest with eggs that I took on the 22nd.

July 1. (W. Paxon spent last night on the top of Lit .Lloosilauke ).

He had a most interesting time but brought no birds nor eggs

of any kind. The Bictoiell's Thrushes sang finely all over the

upper parts of the mountain last evening. Their concert was

at its height at S P.M. and the last bird was heard at S.20.



Turdus _a. blclmelll .

1894. llew I-Iampsliire.

J-one 15. Mt, Ltoosilaulie.

As iTO stood on the ridge of the mountain listening to the

BiclmelUs Thrushes v^e heard in the distance belov; an Oliver^backed

Thrush singing and still more faintly the song of a Hermit Tbrush,

Thus all three birds v;ere in hearing at once but nevertheless the

range of the Biclmell-'-s is unquestionably much higher than that of

the other two. At its lower limits it overlaps by several himdred

feet probably the upper limits of the vertical distribution of T_-.

.Swainson i-.

Hev; Haioipshire

June 18, Bx-eezy Point, Warren,

At an el'.3vation of about' 3500 feet we began to hear Biclmell's

Thrushes and I got out and joined Faxon in searching for their

nests in a very favorable place where there were dense thickets of

young firs forming an undergrowth to a woods of spruces and firs

55 to 40 feet in height. Two birds were singing here and we starts

ed two others which we tools, to be females but we could find nothing

but two old nests both evidently those of some kind of Thrushes and

both built in small firs. We finally became discouraged and start*-'

ed up the road turning into the woods wherever we heard a Blcknell*^

Thrush singing and looking awhile for its nest, always vainly. The

birds were very numerous and usually very tame. Indeed we might

have shot eight or ten of them had we wished.



Turdus a. •bicltnell l^-

1894. IJovT Hampsliire

J^-me 22. BroGzy Point, Warren.

Hoar tlie point where the road leaves the ridge and descends to

the cold spring I had fomd on the I6th, a newly finished but empty-

nest which there seemed every reason for believing to be that of

Bictoiell^s Thrush as two birds of this subspecies, a male and

female apparently, wererseen near it. The male was singing steadi«

ly; the female flitted about among the trees squawking and showing

evident concern when we approached the nest-,-

When we reached the place to-day the birds were silent and

invisible but as soon as we came in sight of the nest (it was some

50 yards from the road near the middle pf the belt of trees) we at

once, to our great delight, saw the head and tail of the sitting

female projecting above its rim. Through our glasses we could make

out her head marlvings distinctly at a distance of about 20 yards

We then cautiously advanced to within ten yards and looked again

long and steadilyi^^ Tlie bird sat almost pes*feet-ly motionless her

tail pointing slightly upward, her head raised rather high with the

right cheek turned towards usy( } regarding us steadily with her

large, liquid eye which she occasionally winked abruptly. We could

see that the space around the eye was v;holly da^k and free from

buffy but there appeared to be one small buffy spot well behind the

eye on the auricularsv Again we advanced to a small dead stub

which as we afterwards ascertained by actual measurement was just

nine feet from the tree in which the ti0ai was placed, Althoiigh the



Turd\\s ^» blclcrielll .

1894, new Hampshire,

Jime^ 33. Breozy Point,Waren,

nc3st v/.is nine feet abo/e the ground the slope of the momitain side

was so steep that our faces were now jjisii level with the sitting

bird. As no foliage or tv^igs intervened we could study her through

our glasses quite as critically as if we had held her in our hands

and we satisfied ourselves beyond the remotest shadow of fioubt that

she was a Bicleiellis Thrush. After we had looked as long as we

cared to I stepped down beneath her and reaching up tapped the

twigs about the nest with the inuzzle of my collecting pistol v Even

this failed to start her and it was not until I shook the tree

gently that she finally left the nest. She flew first to a dead

tree some ten yards off, gave her 'plumage a shake and then dis-^

appeared among the dense evergreens. For several minutes we did

not see her again but at length she appeared above and behind us

talving short flights from branch to branch, approaching us closely

when we remained peaffe-G-tty-" motionless, retreating when we stirred.

During most of this time she kept perfectly silent but twice or

thrice she uttered a succession of low anxious callsv One of these

was the characteristic squawk, another a soft pip or peenk so very

like that of swainsonii that we could not detect much difference

Neither Paxonivor I have ever heard this note before to-day but

Faxon heard it just before we left the road and told me that he

feared that there was an Olive-back in the thicket. Our bird was

making it when I finally shot her but she proved to be a Bicknell^s
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Turdus, ,a . bictoielli .

1894. ilew Hampsliire.

June 22. Breezy Point, Warren.

Thrusli noyortheless. On disseoting her afterv/ards I found that she

had laid all her eggs although the set comprised iDut three. One

was perfectly fresh, another had the yolk slightly streaked with

blood. T in the third an embryo had already begmn to form. This

would indicate th4.t the bird began sitting as soon as the first egg

was laid— a necessary precaution, doubtless on this cold, exposed

moiintain summit.

The nest was built in a balsam about foixr feet from the top

and nine feet above the groimd on a short horizontal branch five

inches out from the main stem. It was in no way concealed and

could be seen from a distance of several rods on every side. We

neither saw nor heard anything of the male bird d'uring this second

visit. On the I6th he was singing about 20 yards from the nest-.

The woods were composed wholly of balsams with a mixture of yellow

birches.

Along the upper edge of the belt where the wind has an un»»

obstructed sweep over the crest of the ridge the trees were stunted

and matted togetherj but those about the nest were twelve to fifteen

feet in height and of nearly normal habit although if, as is possi^

ble, they were of considerable age, they were of course vory much

dwarfed. We could find no spruces in these woods they do not

appear, indeed^i until several JStuat^red feet lower down. Later in

the day—after it^nQhing at the cold spring where we were^ attacked



Turdus a. ^icknelllw

1894. Hew Haanpshire.

Jtme 22. Breezy Point, Warren.

by s';7arms of hungry "blaclv flies— Faxon and I wallied down the mouib-^

tain to Merrill's, stopping for an hoiir or more at the place 7/here

we saw fotir Biclmell's Thrushes on the I8th. and searching long and

carefully for their nes#s among the dense thickets of yoimg balsams

which form an undergrowtli to a rather open woods of comparatively

large (30 to 40 feet in height) spruces and balsams. We heard one

Biclmell's Thrush singing and another calling among the balsams.,

but vre found only one old nest, the third which we have seen here*

All three were in balsam saplimgs,/ the lowest only two feet, the

highest about seven feet, above the gpound^ion the lateral branches

close to the main sterns^ In the woods where I took the nest with

eggs we found an old nest, evidently a Thrush's, near the end of a

horizontal branch about three feet from the ground and five feet

from the trunk of the tree. The branch extended into an open

space and no one could have passed it without seeing the nest.

On the 18th BicknellJis Thrushes 'were singing or calling every**

where during the entire time we were on the upper part of the moun*=i

tain. To-day they were strangely silent. We heard only Wo or

three singing and not more than five or six calling. Tlie usual

call resembled at a distance the paap of Chordlelas :near the .pheu

of the Veery. One bird on the I8th clucked exactly like a Hermit

Thrush



Turdus allGiae blclsnelll-..

1895. new Hampshire.

Jime 5. Breezy Point-Warreny

Ar 8.20 P.M. evenins cloudy, the inoimtains enveloped in

clouds to their bases and invisible-Vne y>find light from the east«

the Faxons and I were walking slowly up the road leading from

Baker's River high bridge to the hotel when we heard the song of

a Bictaiell*s Thrush-. At first we supposed the bird to be in the

woods on OMT left (to the south.) and about 100 yds off but 15

seconds later the song came with startling distinctness from

nearly overhead. Another quarter minute passed and the bird sang

a third time in the distance towards the north. We became now

convinced that all three songs v;ere given on wing and that the

bird was flying (probably high up) directly towards Mt. IvfooseJanXe

It must have been migrating at the time and could not have come

more than 20 or 30 miles as it had had barely half-an^hour of

darioiess. Was it one of the llbosilanke colony on its way to the

breeding ground? There was something particularly v/eird and

thrilling in the incisive, wing song coming stiiddenly to our ears

from the gloomy mist enshrouded slcy that overhung the darli silent

^uWM!^ forest-. Although the song was normal in form there was

something in its quality which convinced us all that the bird

was flying-,-



r



32. Hylocichla alicise bicknelli. Bicknell's Thrush.— Mr. Ridgway
has recognized one bird from Toronto, and two from Hamilton as inter-

mediate in size between this form and aliciix, but near hicknelli in color.



Auk, XV, Jan., 1898, pp.&o-/.
Bicknell's Thrush on Mt. Ktaadn, Maine.— On June 22 and 23, 1897, I

made a short visit to Mt. Ktaadn, Maine, partly for the purpose of orni-

thological observation. On the 22d I heard three Bicknell's Thrushes
(Turdus alicicE bicknelli) singing, along the Southwest Slide, and on the

23d I heard the same three and two more besides, one pretty well up the

Slide and the other on the Table Land at an altitude of a few hundred feet

lower than the top of the highest peak (5,215 feet). Unfortunately I was
unable to obtain a specimen, but a familiarity with the song of this bird

acquired in the White Mountains and during the migrations, leaves no
doubt whatever in my own mind of the identification. This subspecies
has never been reported from Maine, I believe, though it is included in

the 'hypothetical' list in Mr. Ora W. Knight's recent list of Maine birds.

The only other birds noted on the mountain which I did not also find in

the lowlands about there were Dendroica striata, which were common
along the Slide, and Dendragaptcs canadensis, one female of which I

observed on the Slide. Ktaadn affords but little cover for birds, the upper
three thousand feet being for the most part very steep and rocky, giving
no chance for trees. The trees along the Slide are almost entirely decidu-

ous, and no coniferous woods were to be seen at any height except those in

the great South Basin on the northeast side of the mountain, about 2300 feet

below the highest summit or about 3000 feet above sea-level. It is quite

possible that these Basin woods may have contained some more northern
forms, but I was unable to visit them. Some one should go there in the

breeding season. The Basin is best visited from the east side. The scrub
fir on the Table Land harbored Turdus alicice bicknelli and Zonotrichia
albicoUis, and doubtless /zi«co hyemalis too, but it is too low to make very
good cover,— Francis H. Allen, West Roxbury, Mass.
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Bds. Obs. inFranoonia, N.H. June 11-21

'86, and Juii«4-Aug. 1,'87. W.Faxon

83. Turdus aliciae bicknelli. Bicknsll's Thrush.—Common on Mt.

Lafajette, about the Eagle Lakes ; also heard on Mt. Cannon.

• Auk, V. April, 1888. p. 153

Summer Birds of Presidential Range,
Wiiite Mta. A.P.Ohadbourne

4. From 3500 feet to the limk of stunted firs and spruces, T. a. bicknelli

is the most abundant^ //u

lakr 4, April 1887. p. 108

three to one. Bicknell s Thiush was ^ below it.

woods opposite the Half-way House and foi about naii

l yLg bird in full first plumage was taken on July X3, 1884.

Ax*. 4, April 1887. P.107
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83. Turdus aliciae bicknelli. Bicknell's Thrush.—Common on Mt.

Lafayette, about the Eagle Lakes ; also heard on Mt. Cannon. _

' Auk. V. April, 1888. p. 153

Summer Birds of Presidential Range,
White Mts. A. P. Ohadbourne
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A\ik, 4, April 1887. P.107
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Bicknell's Thrush' in Pranconia Notch N H T««t



Bicknell's Thrush Breeding in Vermont.— Now that Turdus alicice

bicttnelli has been reported as ,a summer resident on Mount Grajlock.

Massachusetts, as well as in the
,
Catskills and the White Mountains, it

mav not be amiss for me to enter a somewhat tardy record of its presence

in the Green Mountains. In July, 1885, I passed four days (14th to 17th)

on Mount Mansfield, and found Bicknell's Thrushes abundant in the ever-

greens about the hotel. From the piazza, one evening, I heard six sing-

ing at once, and during the day their calls were so persistent as to become

almost a nuisance. After my return to Boston the clerk of the hotel sent

me a young bird in the flesh, and the specimen is now in Mr. Brewster's

collection.— Bradford Torrey, Melrose Highlands, Massachusetts.

Auk. VI. April, 1889. p. y

.



Summer Bdsi/.^dt. Mauffield ^
V

82. Hylocichla alicise bicknelli. Bicknell's Thrush. — This is the

commonest and most characteristic species at the summit of the moun-
tain. It is reallj abundant in the extensive tracts of stunted firs and

spruces surrounding the northern peak (' The Nose ') and its range extends

down into the upper edge of the tall timber— to about 3000 feet altitude

— where it overlaps the range of the Olive-back.

During the seven trips that I made to the summit, I was constantly on

the alert for a sight of the birds, and although I frequently heard them
all about me, so shy were they that I saw them probably less than a

dozen times. The glimpses I had of them were either at long range, or

cut short by the sudden departure of the bird into the dense cover of the

evergreens, so that close study of their habits was impossible.

This was in marked contrast to the experience of Mr. Bradford Torrey,

who visited the mountain in 1S85. He says they were " never out of hear-

ing.and seldom long out of sight, even from the door step."i His visit,

however, was at the time the young were leaving the nest, while I was

there during the period of incubation, which may account for the differ-

ence in their familiarity. His surmise, based on the testimony of a

friend, that the birds had left the mountain the following year would

seem to be disproved by my experience. It is very improbable that a

species so well established would entirely desert a favorable locality for

no apparent cause ; it seems more likely that his friend for some reason

had overlooked them.

They sing at any time of day, though most frequently toward evening.

The song is quite unlike any of the other thrush songs, resembling the

Veery's somewhat in form, though not in quality of tone, which is like

that of a fine, high-pitched reed. It is not so loud, or so clear as either

the Olive-back's or the Veery's, and unlike the former, does not change

its pitch perceptibly. The syllables wee-d-we'e-ci-zvee-c/n-cM--wee, whistled

through the closed teeth, will give a faint conception of its character.

The opening notes, wee-a, repeated two or three times, are smooth and

iiowing, and are followed by two staccato notes ; the closing note

resembles the opening ones, and is without special emphasis. The
last three notes taken together form the characteristic portion of the

song, and are frequently given by themselves without the prelude.

I am aware that the above description of the song differs in some respects

from that given by Mr. Brewster, but it is not at all remarkable that the

birds of another colony should sing a somewhat' different song. The call

note, which is frequently uttered, sometimes from a lofty perch, though

usually in the thicket, is a rather harsh cheep. I did not hear the Veery

note, spoken of by Mr. Brewster.

iThe Foot-Path Way, p. 95, 1896.
^

by Arthur H.Howell. Auk, XVUI, Oct., 1901, p.3<i&^3'^6.



Bds. Obs. near Grftylook Mt. Berkshire
Co, Mass. June 28 -July 16. W.Faxon

76. Turdus aliciae bicknelli. Bicknell's Gray-cheeked Thrush.—
On the third of July 1 visited tlie summit of Graylock, foi- the first time

under favorable conditions of weather. I had barely reached the top

when the chant of Bicknell's Thrush was heard issuing from the

thick growth of spruces, firs, and mountain ashes that skirt the clearing.

The singer was perched upon one of the larger spruces, perhaps twenty

feet from the ground. As T approached nearer he darted into the dense

undergrowth of hobble-bushes and mountain maples. He proved to be

so shy that it was not until my second subsequent visit to the mountain
top (July 6) that I succeeded in shooting him. I therefore had ample
opportunity to hear the song at short distance, for the bird was not

chary of song when well concealed by intervening tree-trunks and
foliage. The song is very much like that of Wilson's Thrush in

quality of tone, but quite different in form. In neither regard does it

bear any close resemblance to the song of Swainson'sThrush. It is intro-

duced by two or three low clucks only to be heard at a short distance,

which seem to the listener to be involuntary, mechanical sounds, like

those that precede the song of the Whip-poor-will. The bird was shot

while singing. The alarm or call-note of this species resembles the

Veery's, although distinguishable. It is entirely different from the

abrupt whistle of the Olive-back. All of the HylocichhT; are as readily

distinguished by their call-notes as by their proper songs. What I take

to be the equivalent note of the Hermit Thrush is not the low chuck com-
monly heard while the bird is on its migration, but a peculiar sound which
always suggests to me a Finch rather than a Thrush. The Bicknell's Thrush
on Graylock remained in the same place to my knowledge for four days

in early July, in constant song. I do not doubt, therefore, that its nest

was near by. The condition of its testes, moreover, denoted a breeding bird.

I failed to find a nest, however, nor did I see or hear another specimen
although I visited the summit of Graylock on five subsequent days and
carefully explored the other high points of the range.

Auk, Vl. April, 1889. p.l06

^ ^ • ^. Aii> o°t. , ibyo, pp-cjyx-o
Tuijlus ahci^ bickneHi and Otocoris alpestris ptaticola as Summer

Residents of Berkshire County, Mass.— In 1889 (Auk, VI, 106) I recorded

the capture of Bicknell's Thrush on the summit of Mt. Graylock in early

July, 1888, under circumstances which led me to believe that the bird

bred there. This year I passed the night of June 29-30 on the top of

Graylock and was again greeted, both in the evening and in the morning,

by the beautiful song of this Thrush,— the song so admirably character-

ized by Mr. John Burroughs in ' Riverby,' pp. 47, 49. A hasty search for

the nest in the midst of a drenching rain on the morning of the 30th

proved unavailing; but the anxiety manifested by the bird when I invaded

his domain confirmed my belief that this Thrush breeds on Graylock.
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THIRD ADDENDUM TO THE PRELIMINARY LIST
OF BIRDS ASCERTAINED TO OCCUR IN THE
ADIRONDACK REGION, NORTHEASTERN NEW
YORK.*

BY C. HART MEKRIAM, M. D.

206. Turdus alici^ bicknelli. Bicknell's Thrush.—In my cabinet is a
specimen of this recently described Thrush which I shot in Lewis County,
near the western border of the Adirondacks, May 34, 1S78. It is a male
of the preceding year and its scapulars still show several (four on one
side and one on the other) of the light tear-shaped spots so characteristic
of immaturity in this group of Thrushes. Following are its measure-
ments :—

No. 1873 (Mus. C. H. M.) $ one year old, Lewis County, New York,
May 24, 1878. Length, 174 mm. (6.85 in.)

;
extent, 293 mm. (11.53 i"-)

!

wing, 92.25 mm. (3.63 in.)
; tail, 70. mm. (2.75 in.) ; culmen from feathers,

12.50 mm. (.50 in.); culmen from base, 17 mm. (.66 in.); depth of bill at

nostrils, 3.75 mm. (.15 in.); tarsus, 28.50 mm. (1.13 in.).

It will thus be seen that this individual is smaller than the average of
the males of Mr. Bicknell's type specimens taken in the Catskills,* and is

also smaller than those killed by Mr. Brewster on Mt. Washington.

f

AtLk, I, Jan,, 1884. p.

* For the original list and first and second addenda, see Bull. Nutt. Ornith. Club, Vol-

VI, No. 4, Oct. 18S1, pp. 225-235 ; Vol. VII, No. 2, April 1882, p. 128 ; Vol. VII, No. 4,

Oct. 1882, pp. 256-257.

* Ridgway, Proc. U. S. Nat. Mus., Vol. IV, 1882, pp. 377-379-

t Brewster, Bull. Nutt. Ornith. Club, Vol. VIII, Jan. 1883, pp. 12-17. '

LOQff iBland Bird N»ioa. Wm.Dutclxer

23. Turdus aliciae bicknelli. Bicknell's Thrush.—With

a number of birds which were sent to me, that had been killed by

striking the Great West ,
Bay Light (Shinnecock Bay), Long

Island, on the night of October i, 1 881, were four Thrnshes, which

I labelled alicic,. Q^uie recently I submitted ihem to Mr. Bick-

nell who pronounced two of them to be undoubted examples of

the new variety d/ckne/lu^ ^ I have therefore the pleasure of ad.

ding another bird to the known avi-fauna of. Long Lsland.
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Atik, a. Oct.. 168Q. p. yy^ - y^.

Turdus ahcias bicknelli.—I shot two Bicknell's Thrushes on Oct. 5,
1892, at Rockaway Beach. They were not together, but at widely sepa-
rated parts of the Beach. I found them exceedingly shv, and it was onlv
after much watching and pursuing of all the Thrushes'that were noticed
that I secured them. Many Thrushes were observed, but no others of
any species were identified, for the cedars which grow on the Beach, and
the tangled thickets of briers, afford excellent concealment to ground-
loving birds, and in these spots they remained despite our most persistent
efforts to dislodge them. Hence it seems probable that some of these
others also were r. n. ^/c/i-?/c/// and that there was a small migration of
them at that time.

I have already noted'' the capture of this bird at Rockaway Beach on
Oct. 5, 1889, and may mention the following cases of its occurrence in
this region. Mr. Wm. Dutcher writes.-"My Long Island records of
S/cfaeW are as follows : Oct. i, 1881, two, Shinnecock Light; Oct. 23,
i886, one, shot at Astoria; Sept. 23, 1887, one or more. Fire Island
Light; Sept. 18, 1889, one, Shinnecock Light. I believe them to be a
regular migrant but not nearly so abundant as alicim." Mr. L. S. Foster
writes me that he has three skins of this bird taken at the Statue of
Liberty, New York Harbor, one Sept. 18-19, 1889, the others Oct. 11-12,
1891. I believe with Mr. Dutcher that this subspecies is a regular, thouo-h
uncommon migrant.—Arthur M. Howell, Brooklyn, N. T.

m.*t. X, J»>, ItMilS. p. 91.
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3«. Hylocichla aliciee bicknelli /?.-4o-«,. Bicknells Thrush - f

S;^!:NewYS^)''"^-'''"'-'''''''^''^-^^^- ^^-''-g on the Catski.l '

'

BuJiN.O.Oi, TiOot, 1882, p, 25V

Bicknell's Thrush [Turdus alicits bichnelUi.)— Since my previous

records of tliis bird (Auk, Vol. X, p. 91), I have discovered four addi-

tional specimens. Three of them are in the Brooklyn Institute collection,

and were collected at Parkville, Kings Co., L. I., bj E. F. Carson and

Frank Suydam— two of them on Oct. 12, 1892, the other Sept. 30, 1893.

Dr. Wm. C. Braislin, of Brooklyn, also has a specimen which he has

permitted me to record, collected by himself at Parkville on Oct. 3, 1894.

— Arthur H. Howell, Washington, D. C.

Ank, XVI, Jan., 1899, p. ^S".



ed line between the two counties mentioned, are the Mud Islands

and Seal Islands. These are almost entirely covered with

a low growth of evergreens— black spruce and balsam fir.

Except the Robin, the Song Sparrow, the Snowbird, and a few

Redstarts' and Winter Wrens, almost the only small land-birds

breeding here are the Black-poH Warbler and
^^^^^^

Puget
^°J'^^;^^;;P:'';eep vhl'ceous, the back, scapulars, and ™mp,how-

^r^^ri:;:iitet:l^Cl
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to the jugu P-^^^^^^J fore part of crown shghtly

which IS white, blacRjuguid i

feathers Wing, 4-oo; tail,

broken by very narrow pale yellowish tips to feathe.
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u S NatMus. Ft. Steilacoom. March

Aduli ? , >n sfrtng (No. 8733. U- b. ^

cinnamon ; mid-

20 1856; Dr. Geo. Suckley) : Lesser wing-co^ erts b. ight c

was liicknell's Thrush, lately identified in the Catskill and in the

White Mountains, and named in honor of its discoverer. It was

so abundant, and not particularly shy for a Thrush, that I had

the most ample opportunity for the study of its habits
;
and sev-

eral specimens were secured and retained. Next to its lesser

size, in structural peculiarity, is its 'slender, depressed, and finely

curved bill, compared with which that of the typical Ol.ve-back

seems thick and clumsy. While singing, which occurred through-

out the day, but more especially in the evening twilight and early

morning, the bird delighted to perch in the top of the evergreens,

often on the very tip, where its bright, brown figure, with

elevated head, was quite conspicuous. On the ground and in

taking its food, its habits were precisely like those of other

Thrushes.

To find the nest of this species was my great desideratum
;
and

though the bird was so numerous, it was by no means an easy

task Many an hour did I thread ray way through almost im-

penetrable evergreen thickets before I could secure the much



BICKNELL'S THRUSH.

BY REV.
J. H. LANGILLE.

Off tl.e south-west end of Nova Scotia, opposite Yarmouth
and Shelburn Counties, is a large number of islands -one for
every day in the year, they say. On leaving the harbor of the
city of Yarmouth, off to the westward and well out at sea are
Green Island and Garneet Rock. Then comes the Tuske't Is-
lands, many m n.maber, and of varied size, form and appear-
ance

;
some being partly cultivated, some wholly wooded and the

outermost almost as smooth as a lawn
; these last are called the

Bald Tuskets. Farthest out at sea, and very nearly on an extend-

ed line between the two counties mentioned, are the Mud Islands

and Seal Islands. These are almost entirely covered with

a low growth of evergreens— black spruce and balsam fir.

Except the Robin, the Song Sparrow, the Snowbird, and a few

Redstarts' and Winter Wrens, almost the only small land-birds

breeding here are the Black-poll Warbler and Bicknell's Thrush

—the last two being very abundant.

This Thrush (the Black-poll I have described) was wholly

new to me. My attention was first arrested by its call or alarm

note, which sounded like cree-e-e-e-eefi, or guee-a, or cree-e-e-ee,

on a rather fine, high key. It had some resemblance to the call

of Wilson's Thrush, but was unmistakably different; and as Mr.

Brewster has noted (Bull. N. O. Club, Vol. VIII, p. 12), is

very particularly different from the sharp \iqu\d pip ox feenk of

the typical Olive-back. The song, Tsiderea, tsiderea, tsidirea,

sometimes tsidirea, rea, tsiderea, or some other modulation

of the same theme, is similar in tone to that of Wilson's Thrush,

but more slender and wirey, and therefore not nearly so musical

and grand. In the solitude of its evergreen islands, however, this

bird is by no means an inferior songster, the sibilant tones of its

voice being finely relieved by certain more prolonged and liquid

vibrations. A careful examination satisfied me that the bird

was Bicknell's Thrush, lately identified in the Catskill and in the

White Mountains, and named in honor of its discoverer. It was

so abundant, and not particularly shy for a Thrush, that I had

the most ample opportunity for the study of its habits
;
and sev-

eral specimens were secured and retained. Next to its lesser

size, in structural peculiarity, is its slender, depressed, and finely

curved bill, compared with which that of the typical Olive-back

seems thick and clumsy. While singing, which occurred through-

out the day, but more especially in the evening twilight and early

morning, the bird delighted to perch in the top of the evergreens,

often on the very tip, where its bright, brown figure, with

elevated head, was quite conspicuous. On the ground and in

taking its food, its habits were precisely like those of other

Thrushes.

To find the nest of this species was my great desideratum
;
and

though the bird was so numerous, it was by no means an easy

task Many an hour did I thread my way through almost im-

penetrable evergreen thickets before I could secure the mucli
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BICKNELL'S THRUSH {TURD US ALICn^ BICK-
NELLI) IN NEW ENGLAND.

BY WILLIAM BREWSTER.

Upon reading Mr. Bicknell's article in the July number of this

Bulletin (pp. 152-159) it occurred to me that his new Thrush

must breed on our New England mountains as well as among

the Catskills. This conviction was strengthened, shortly after-

wards, by a letter shown me by Mr. Purdie, in which the writer,

Mr. Bradford Torrey of Boston, asked if T?irdi.is alida- was

known to summer among the White Mountains, he having heard

a Thrush there which he felt sure was neither the Wilson's,

the Olive-backed, nor the Hermit. Acting upon the double hint

I took an early opportunity to look for the interesting bird, with

the following result.

On the afternoon of July 19, 1882, I started up the Mt. Wash-

ington carriage-road from the Glen House, in company with Mr.

Walter Deane and Mr. James J. Greenough of Cambridge. At

first our choice of a time proved unfortunate, for a succession of

heavy showers prevented us from exploring the dripping thickets

by the way, and forced us to push on as rapidly as possible, so

that we reached the summit, shortly after dark, without having

shot a bird of any kind. Thrushes were heard at various points,

however, and the peculiar notes of a few met with near the Half-

way House led us to hope that our quest would not prove in vain.

The following was one of those i-are mornings that moun-

tain climbers long for but seldom get. The sky was cloudless,

and as the sun rose above the horizon its rays gilded the snowy

banks of fog that marked the courses of distant rivers, and, touch-

ing the eastern sides of the surrounding mountains, bathed every

rugged slope and beetling precipice in a flood of light, the brighter

from its contrast with the gloom that still enveloped their western

sides and shrouded the mysterious depths of dark ravines far

below. The keen, almost frosty morning air rustled among the

scant vegetation, and an occasional stronger puff heralded the

coming blasts which, with other retainers of Winter's train, are

1SS3.] Brewster on BickuelVs Thrush in Netv England. 1
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never quite banished from these elevated regions, even during

mid-summer. But time was precious, and barely pausing to

admire the grandeur of the scenery that surrounded us we began

the descent, my companion^ botanizing, while I watched closely

for birds.

On the very summit—or at least less than a hundred feet below

it— Snowbirds {Junco hiemalis) were twittering among the

rocks, but no other species were obsei-ved until near the end of

the third mile, when the clear notes of a White-throated Sparrow

rose from a thicket of dwarf birches {Behtla glandulosa) and

blueberry bushes ( Vacchiium ccespitosum) by the roadside. A
few hundred yards further down we heard a Nashville Warbler

singing in a sheltered hollow among some black spruces {Abies

nigra) , the tallest of which were barely four feet high. His pres-

ence in such a spot was a forcible illustration of the law that

Nature fills all her waste places, for surely he might have found

a more congenial home among his kindred in the forests below.

Down to this point we had seen no trace of Thrushes of any

kind, and indeed the evergreens were nowhere numerous or high

enough to aflbrd them suitable shelter. But about a third of a

mile above the Half-way House, or nearly four miles, by the

carriage-road, from the summit, and at an elevation of (approx-

imately) 4000 feet, we came to a tract of firs {Abies balsamifera)

and spruces {A. tiigra') that seemed to promise better results.

This thicket covered three or four acres of a comparatively level

portion of the mountain, and extended down the face of an al-

most sheer precipice to the bed of West Branch in the "Gulf of

Mexico" below. Over the level area the trees attained a height

of about ten feet. They averaged perhaps four inches in diam-

eter at their bases and their tops were matted and spreading. The

ground beneath was moderately open, entirely free from under-

growth, and deeply carpeted with a yellowish-olive moss over

which were thickly sprinkled the clover-like leaves of the wood

sorrel {Oxalis acetosella) and, more sparingly, graceful star

flowers {Trientalis americana) and beautiful Clintonias ( C/z«-

tonia borealis), the latter still bearing their greenish-yellow

blossoms. In the immediate vicinity, but not actually under the

shade of the trees, we found Pyrus americana, Betula papyra-

cea (four or five feet high) , AmelancJiicr canadensis oligocarpa

(three or four feet in height), Ledtim latifolium, Cornus cana-
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densh Vaccinium vitis-idcea, Salix cutleri, Arenaria grcBn-

landica, Solidago virga-aurea alfina (with flowers on the

point of opening), and Smilacina bifolia.

Around the outskirts of this Alpine wood the trees were

shrubby and often so densely matted that it was miposs:ble to

penetrate them, but in the interior one could walk with compar-

atively little difficulty. As I picked my way between the stems,

carefully avoiding the many dangerous holes and crevices con-

cealed beneath the mossy floor, I was forcibly reminded of snudar

forests on the bleak shores of Labrador. The few sunbeams ha

penetrated among the branches had a pale, wintry cast, and at

intervals the rising wind sighed drearily in the trees. Alto-

gether there was about the place an air of rugged-almost savage

wildness, in fit keeping with the grandeur of the surronndurg

scenery.
. . , n- „

In this shaggy forest Thrushes were smgmg and callmg on

every side, and in the course of an hour or two 1 managed to

secure three specimens, one of which was a typical phve-back,

while the other two, to my great delight, proved to be he bu-ds

of which we were in search ;
viz., representatives of the small

southern race of T. alicic^ lately named by Mr. Ridgway in

honor of its discoverer, Mr. Bicknell, and until now known onlj'

from Riverdale on the Hudson and the Catskill Mountains ot

New York.

Although the specimens just mentioned were the only ones

actually taken, we saw and heard many others, both at the pomt

already described, and further down the mountain, m the vicinity

of the Half-way House. Nor were opportunities wanting for

comparing the voice and habits of the new bird with those of its

near relative T. swainsoni, both being frequently found together

in the same thicket, although the BickneU's Thrushes were the

more numerous throughout the region of stunted spruces, while

the Olive-backs predominated in the heavy timber below.

The song of BickneU's Thrush is exceedingly like that of

Swainson's; indeed, to my ear, the usual strain, though rather

feebler, was nearly indistinguishable; but occasionally -per-

haps on the average once ur the course of five or six repeti-

tions-a peculiar, and apparently perfectly characteristic bar

was interpolated. This was a flute-like per-psekeo-fsekeo given

quickly and in a tone which, at a little distance, closely resem-

iS8.i.l Brewster on BichjielVs Thrush in New England.

bled that of the Solitary Vireo's well-known voice. The respec-

tive call-notes of the two birds, however, were radically

different. That of T. swainsoni is a musical fif or feenk as

liquid in tone as the sound of dropping water. The call of

bicknelli, on the contrary, was harsh and far from pleasing.

Usually it was a single loud, penetrating ^ueep, often abbreviated

to ^uee, and occasionally varied to ,^ue<>ak with a falling inflec-

tion. At a distance this note sounded not unlike the cry of a

Nighthawk. Near at hand it had a peculiarly startling efl^ect in

the silence of these solitary woods, and I noticed that it left a

disagreeable, jarring sensation on the ear. Once or twice it re-

called the pkeu of the Tawny Thrush, but ordinarily it was

sharper and higher pitched.

In a general way the habits and actions of these Thrushes may

be said to be identical, but dicknem is a much shyer, noisier and

more restless bird than its cousin the Olive-back. Indeed I found

it next to impossible to creep within shot of one, for long before

I was near enough the wary bird would take flight, to resume

its sin-ing or calling at some distant and perhaps inaccessible

point on the steep mountain side below. The only successful

method of proceeding proved to be that of lying in wait near

the spot whence one had been driven, for in a short time it

was almost sure to return, prompted, apparently, by curiosity,

which I found I could stimulate by making a shrill chirping

or squeaking. On such occasions the bird would approach

by short, cautious flights, keeping itself so well concealed

that it would often come within a few yards and retire again

without once exposing itself to view. Indeed the two speci-

mens taken were only secured by snap shots directed almost

at random towards some opening in the branches where the

flash of a wing betrayed its owner's movements.

Judging from the necessarily imperfect observations made dur-

ing my hurried reconnoisance, the BickneU's Thrushes are most

abundant, on Mt. Washington, in the belt of stunted firs and

spruces which border the upper edge of the heavy timber, at an

elevation of about 3800 feet. From this point their numbers

rapidly diminished as we descended, and the last one positively

identified was met with at an elevation of (approximately) 3000

feet. Their range upwards is probably co-extensive with that

of their favorite spruce thickets, for, as already stated, they were
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found at the highest pomt where shelter of this kind occurred.

There is, of course, no reason for supposing that they are con-

fined to the eastern side of Mt. Washington. On tlie contrary it

is highly probable that they are generally distributed over the

upper portions of that mountain as well as on many of the higher

ones of the surrounding group. Indeed they may be confidently

looked for almost anywhere in New England at an elevation of

over 3500 feet.

Through Mr. Bicknell's kindness I am now able to make a

direct comparison between the specimens obtained on Mt. Wash-

ington and two of the Catskills examples, one of which (No. 653)

figures prominently in Mr. Ridgway's original description of the

new race.

My measurements of these four specimens are as follows :

653 (E. P. Bicknell) $ ad., Slide Mt., New York, June 15, 1881. Wing,

3.6s; tail, 3.96; culraen from feathers, .50; from base, .68; depth of bill

at nostrils, .16.

717 (E. P. B.) $ ad.. Slide Mt., June 27, 1882. Wing, 3.60; tail, 2.73;

culmen from feathers, .54; from base, .67; depth of bill at nostrils, .18.

7389 (W. B.) S ad., Mt. Washington, July 20, 1882. Wing, 3.74; tail,

2.93; culmen from feathers, .49; from base, .64; depth of bill at nos-

tril, .15.

7390 (W. B.) S ad., same locality and date. Wing, 3.60; tail, 2.79;

culmen from feathers, .52; from base, .67; depth of bill at base, .16.

The Mt. Washington birds are in worn breeding plumage.

They are plain grayish-olive above and along the flanks, with a

slight tinge of reddish on the tail, and more or less fulvous over

the jugulum and throat. Their general coloring is identical with

that of average spring specimens of T. alicia and very much

grayer than in Mr. Bicknell's No. 653, which, however, is prob-

ably an exceptional specimen, for his No. 717, obtained in the

same locality June 27, 1882, is but a trifle browner than the New

Hampshire skins. The latter come well within the limits of size

given for bicknelli, and their bills are fully as slender and de-

pressed as in Mr. Bicknell's most extreme specimen (No. 653).

This peculiar shape of the bill, already remarked upon by Mr.

Ridgway, is a striking point of difl^erence between them and all

of a large series of Gray-cheeked Thrushes which I have collected

in New England during the migrations. But although seemingly

confined to the smaller race, it is an inconstant character, for Mr.

Bicknell's No. 717 has a bill as stout as in many of my largest

alicice. Taking size as the sole test (and it is the only one posi-
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tively claimed by Mr. Ridgway) I find that of Massachusetts

specimens captured during the migrations, my series includes five

that fall within the extremes assigned to bicknelli, to which,

necessarily, they, with the Mt. Washington examples, must now

be referred.

While it is perhaps unsafe to base any very positive conclusions

on the material at present available, there seems every reason to

believe that this small race will prove a reasonably constant

one, at least as represented along the southern borders of its

breeding range. However this may be, the long-disputed ques-

tion of the character of the relationship borne by T. alicice to

T. swainsoni, is, as Mr. Bicknell has pointed out, at length

definitely settled. Those who from the first have maintained

their specific distinctness have surely good reason to exult in this

final victory.

Our satisfaction at the acquisition of this Thrush, new specifi-

cally to the summer fauna of New England, and, as a variety,

previously unrecognized from within its limits, can scarcely fail

to be tempered with chagrin that so interesting a stranger has

all this time existed among us undetected. Yet when we pause

to reflect, there is the consolation—barren though it be— that our

higher mountains have never been adequately explored by ornith-

ologists ; and who can say that they do not hold further surprises.?

With their Alpine flora and cold climate they offer conditions

favorable to the requirements of many northern-breeding birds,

and it is by no means improbable that several such, at present

known only as migrants through New England territory, may

eventually be found to pass the summer in their remote fiist-

nesses. At all events the field is well worth further investi-

gation. BuU. N. 0. 0. 8, Jan. 1888. P, 1^- 1I
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while a sharp wind from the northwest piercing tiie wet woods

and sighing among the balsams, blasted and weather beaten,

heightened an impression of remoteness and desolation. The

evergreens, constituting the principal arboreal growth, extended

of!" on all sides, clothing the rocky and moss-grown slopes, and

presenting the striking contrast of a young and fragrant second

growth clustering about the branchless and spiny trunks of their

sires tottering in decay ; or. with tangled and matted branches

Haliseetus leucocephalus -^awj-- Bald Eaglk.—"Not

n" at Houlton.

^
Bctopistes migratorms {Linn.) Svj. Wild Pigeon.—Breeding

1 Falls, but not common.

Cknace canadensis {Linn.) Bp. Spruce Partridge.—At Houl-

>stly found in the deep Hr thickets, or in the swamps of firs and

Not rnet with at Fort Fairfield and Grand Falls, though of c

i there.

gi. Bonasa umbellus {Linn.) Siep/i. Ruffed Grouse.—^

common at Fort Fairfield. ,
At Grand Falls only a few were :

hard woods.

92. Ardea herodias Linn. Great Blue Heron. —^
Houlton.

93. Nyctiardea grisea neevia (iJorfrf.) -^//<;«. Nit

common" at Houlton. \
94. Botaurus lentiginosus {M>3.ntag.) Stepli/-

mon" at Houlton. One seen at Grand\Falls. /
95. Philohela minor ( Gm.) Gray. \Wop©cocK.—One

River Flats near Grand Falls. ,At Fort FMrfield

the collection of Mr. Frank P. Orcutt/ whf^^considered

neighborhood. '-A few breed in the/\4cinity"&f Houlton.

96. Rhyacophilus solitarius
^

(' I-F//*-.) C«.w\Solita

—At Grand Falls some were seeji'along the river Ji>He9 (J. A. J.).

97. Tringoides maoulari;iis {Linn.) Gray. SpcvIfted Sandpiper.-

At Fort Fairfield it was vei/numerous along the Arod«rtook River, and

was also noticed in one o/two other places. It was abuViant along the

rivers at Grand Falls. /<At Houlton too it was very commonN.

98. Poraana car/lina (Z2ffl;«.) Bd. Carolina Rail. — 0^6 seen at

Fort Fairfield, JiKie 20, in a wet meadow partly grown up vj^ alder

bushes (J. D.y V ,

99. Anas/ibscura G»i. Black Duck. — ^'Very common, breedbqg"

at Houlloi/ \
ICO. /ix sponsa {/,/««.) Boie. Wood Duck.—"Ctuite common" at ^

Houltp^C
i(y{\ Clausula glaucium araericana {Bp.) Ridgw. Golden-eye.—

/V^w seen at Grand Falls.



A SKETCH OF THE HOME OF HTLOCICHLA
ALICIyiL BICKNELLI, RIDGWAY, WTPH SOME
CRITICAL REMARKS ON THE ALLIES OF THIS
NEW RACE.

BY EUGENE P. BICKNELL.

That there remained unrecognized at this late day a bird reg-

ularly inhabiting one of the most populous portions of our coun-

try
;
or, indeed, that a species of eminently boreal habitat during

its breeding season, and not known to occur at all at such time

within the limits of the United States, should have a representa-

tive race regularly breeding in our midst, are facts for which we

were little prepared. Mr. Ridgway's recent paper* announcing

these facts being necessarily of a technical nature, and confined to

a formal description of the new Thrush, it has been thought well

on the present occasion to allude more particularly to the char-

acter of the locality inhabited by the bird, and to some of its asso-

ciates there, in connection with other sequential considerations.

As the general physical character of the Catskill Mountains and

the faunal features of the region will be treated by the writer else-

where, it will be unnecessary to extend the range of the present

relation from the summit of Slide Mountain in Ulster Co.,t

where the new race was discovered.

On June 15, i88i, nearing the summit of this mountain, the

forests of a more northern latitude were forcibly suggested. A
shower hadfallen during the ascent, and the sun was still obscured,

* " Descriptions of two new Tlirushes from the United States." Proceedings U. S.

National Museum, Vol. 374, pp. 374-9.

fThe highest peak of the Catskills,—4,205 feet altitude.
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while a sharp wind from the northwest piercing the wet woods

and sighing among the balsams, blasted and weather beaten,

heightened an impression of remoteness and desolation. The

evergreens, constituting the principal arboreal growth, extended

ofl"on all sides, clothing the rocky and moss-grown slopes, and

presenting the striking contrast of a young and fragrant second

growth clustering about the branchless and spiny trunks of their

sires tottering in decay; or. with tangled and matted branches

outlined here and there, as we approached the summit, against a

grav and cheerless sky. Owing to the comparatively short life

of these trees, that high portion of the mountain where their tribe

had pitched was brought into grim contrast with its surroundings.

Old age and death, continually present invading their ranks,

had everywhere left their traces ;
flourishing clusters had been

stricken in their fellowship, groups and gatherings had been

divided and scattered, and like a contagion the destroyer had

spread among their hosts. But the younger generations are con-

tinually forming their associations, and with green and fragrant

grouping filling in deserted chambers and screening the devasta-

tion that has gone before, although onl}^ to furnish material for

its continuance in the tuture. All this, with an occasional under-

growth of greater or less luxuriance, gave a diversified and some-

what open character to the surroundings, entirely dissimilar to

that of the en\'ironing forest ;
conditions, which, in conjunction

with humiditv and elevation, have brought this mountain top

into some relation with the swampland of a more northern region.

Reaching a more elevated portion of the ridge where the ground

was more level and the surface less rocky, that north-woods tree,

the Paper Birch {Betiila papyracea) occasionally appeared, and

more abundantly the Mountain Ash. Almost the only remnant

of the dense mountain forests below was the Yellow Birch {£e-

tula lutea) which, joining the undergrowth, pjsrsisted with small

and stunted stature to the sinnmit. On all sides were to be seen

the white blossoms of Viburnum lantanoides which, though also

found in the valley woodlands, had there long since flowered and

was now bearing green fruit. Another characteristic shrub was

Amelanchicr canadensis oligocarpa; lower down had been

found the var. hotryapium. but here, the northern form was well

marked, seeming almost specifically distinct. In the deep, damp

moss, covering and filling in the rocks beneath the balsam growth.
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and relieving the ruggedness of the slo^Des, noi thern phmts were

growing in greater or less' profusion. The Dwarf Cornel ( Cor-

nus canadensis) grew in such close luxuriance in congenial spots,

that its snowy bracts imparted an almost uniform whiteness to

whole beds. With, or near it, blossomed the Wood Sorrel {Ox-

alis acetosella) with delicately violet-veined petiils, and the ap-

propriately-named Gold-thread ( Coftis trifolia) of evanescent

bloom but shining evergreen leaves, and the little ,Star Flower

( Trientalis americana) were often also associates. Excepting

the pale vellow bells of Clintonia barealis., and the purplish

tinge, or veining, of the blossoms of several other species, all the

plants noticed in bloom at this time upon the mountain bore

flowers of some shade of white. The more open ground about

our course along the ridge supported a luxuriant and graceful

growth of that lovely fern Aspidhim spinulosu7H, and with it, in

openings about the summit, grew abundantly the Mountain Gol-

den-rod {Solidago thyrsoidea) which, although yet many weeks

from bloom, heralded a ro^-al emblem to light the mountain's

brow ere the white locks of winter should again possess it.

At the elevation where these plants first appeared the trees

nowhere attained more than a medium stature, those which

seemed best to have surmounted the difficulties of their situation,

the Balsam and the Paper Birch, never rising to a height of more

than, perhaps, twenty-five feet. This growth completely encom-

passed the range of vision, but an occasional scantiness in the

foHage permitted glimpses of surrounding mountains rolling off"

like huge green billows into the blue distance.

From these evergreens came the leisurely call of the Canada

Nuthatch {Sitta canadensis), and on closer approach the low,

plaintive notes of the little Yellow-bellied Flycatcher {Empido-

nax flaviventris). The brief warble of the Black-and-Yellow

Warbler (Dendrceca maculosa) told of the presence of its unseen

author in the surrounding trees, v^•hile among the undergrowth

the less frequent, but louder and more sustained song of the

Mourning Ground-warbler {Geothlyfis Philadelphia) showed

that this species, which had been left at the foot of the mountain,

had here reappeared. At intervals, fahitly mingling with these

songs, from some hidden fastness below, came the fantasia of

the Winter Wren, a melody that seemed to pass from the spirit

of unclaimed nature, voicing some mystery of the mountains.
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The clamor of a party of Blue Ja3-s occasionally arose and died

away in the forest, but here, in this mountain solitude, their

screams seemed more subdued than in less primitive regions, and

lacked that suggestion of consciousness v^hich individuals con-

stantly within human hearing, seem to acquire. Busily roaming-

Chickadees {Parns atricapillus) at times came about our path,

and the Snowbird {Jnnco hyemalis) was present with its simple

song. Olive-backed Thrushes {Hylocichla nstnlata swain-

soni) to(j. were constantly to be heard, and finally, guided by its

near song, one was followed up and secured. A moment later

another Thrush darted across the path, and disappearing through

a young balsam growth, immediately began to sing a few rods

oft". The song was different from that of the biixl which had just

been shot, so much so. in fact, as to be remarked even by my
guide. It seemed to be more uniform in character, with less

variation and definition of the notes : as I wrote in my note-book

at the time— more saggc>ti\ e of the song of H. fuscescens. A
conspicuous point of difi'erence was that it was more subdued in

tone, in fact of a somewhat ventriloquous nature. On examining

the bird, in hand, although 1 had thought myself familiar with

all our eastern Hylocichlm. 1 must confess to having been puz-

zled. It was obviously neither the Olive-backed nor the Hermit

Thrush, the onl}- species of our own smaller Thrushes which from

the distribution of their group (as then understood) could possibly

be expected to occur. I at once noted its general resemblance to

the Grav-cheeked Thrush, but it seemed impossible that this Hud-

sonian bird could be found so far south at this season : and though

a second specimen pointed more strongly toward it, it was not

until I had reached home and made actual comparisons, that I

could feel satisfied that its ti'ue relationship was with that species.

I had long noticed certain somewhat constant differences between

examples of alicice occurring at New York on their migrations,

and incited by these specimens went carefully over my series of

seventeen examples and found them separable into two forms,

characterized by slight difi'erences in coloration and a notable dif-

ference in size. The examples from the Catskills were more

closely allied to the smaller of the two forms, and these, with,

subsequently, my entire series, were submitted to Mr. Ridgway,

the i-esult being the recognition of a new bird, belonging to our

eastern fauna.
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But to return to the mountain. It would hardly be justifiable

to make a positive statement about a difficult song that had been

but once identified, but I feel positive that the Thrushes which

were last heard that evening about our camp on the extreme

summit of the mountain were of the new form. Night was

rapidly falling, and the valleys were in darkness, when one sang

several times near the camp, and for some time afterwards a sin-

gle call-note was occasionally heard, and the varying distance of

the sound showed that the birds were still active. Excepting

these sounds, the last bird notes heard were those of the Yellow-

bellied Flvcatcher.

The sharp northwest wind continued late, and the night be-

came clear and cold. Shortly after midnight the bright moon

showed the temperature, by a thermometer which I had hung

beside the camp, to be 35°, and at sunrise it stood at 32°. Before

daylight I was standing on a boulder of conglomerate on the dmi

mountain's brow Ustening for the awakening,of the birds. The

first songs heard were those of the Hermit Thrush, Snowbird,

and Yellow-bellied Flycatcher, which began almost simultane-

ously, followed a little later by those of the Olive-backed Thrush

and
"

the Mourning Warbler, but H. bicknelli was not heard,

or afleast not near enough to be distinguished among the other

species.

The increasing light upon the mountain seemed to attract the

birds from below, whither, perhaps, they had retired for the

night, and soon many different notes were to be heard about

the camp ;
not, however, in that boisterous chorus with which

the day is often announced about our homes, in which the notes of

many individuals of many species are blended in such confused

medley that separate voices are almost indistinguishable, but

simply the association of a few vocalists, the very isolation ot

whose position endowed their voices with an additional interest

and charm.

After those already mentioned the Black-poll Warbler {
Den-

drceca striata) began its unpretending notes, which always to

me suggest a short dotted line, and this song, with that of the

Black-lmd-Yellow Warbler, occasionally alternated about us m

agreeable contrast. Now and then a Canada Nuthatch, on its

mornin- tour, tarried to inspect some dead trunk or thinly clothed

tree up^on the projecting apex of which, or that of some com-
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panion. a solitary Purple Finch occasionally alighted, and with a

few wild fugitive notes was gone, to other mountain tops or the

forests of the descending slopes.

But to revert to the Thrushes. The two specimens of the new
'

form which were obtained were both males, and were unques-

tionably breeding,* though no nest known to belong to their

species was found.

It remains to briefly consider some facts furnished by the birds'

occurrcuce as narrated. These facts bear directly on the long

contested question of the relationship which H. alicice and H.

swainsoni bear to one another, and it can scarcely be denied

that the present evidence on this point is conclusive. Not only

ha\ e we representatives of both birds preserving their respective

identities at the same locality, under identical conditions of en-

vironment, but examples of each taken under these circumstan-

ces, display, except in size, even a greater dissimilitude than

those which occur together on their migrations. There is but

one tena1)le interpretation of these facts: the birds

—

Hylocichla

alicice and H. ustulata szvainsoni— are wholly and entirely dis-

tinct. Any theory of dichromatism which might be advanced,

'aside from its extreme unlikelihood, would be shown inadequate

by the relative ditferences in proportions of parts which the two

birds exhibit. These differences, as well as those of color are

illustrated by the Catskill birds. A specimen of H. swainsoni

taken at the top of Slide Mountain was in every way typical of

its species, and conspicuously unlike the examples of bicknelli

taken at the same time. Aside from differences in the propor-

tions of parts, the two birds were strikingly different in color, the

decided grayish olive tinge of the superior surface of sxvainsoni

contrasting strongly with the much darker brownish cast of its

cono-ener. One example of the latter instead of showing indica-

tions of a buffy tinge about the sides of the head and on the breast,

which under the circumstances we should expect to be the case,

were it in any way specifically related to swainsoni, has ab-

solutely no indications whatever of this shade about the sides

of the head, and actually less on the breast than any speci-

* Both birds were carefully examined and the evidence on this point was positive and

unequivocal. A Thrush's nest containing spotted eggs discovered near the top of Slide

Mountain may have iDeen either that of this form or of swainsoni, but as positive iden-

tification was prevented, further allusion to it is, for the present, withheld.





A NEW SUBSPECIES OF THE GENUS HYLOCICHLA.

BY REGINALD HEBER HOWE, JR.

Since I published my paper on 'The Ranges of Hylocichla fusces-

cens and Hylocichla fuscescens salicicola ' in ' The Auk ' for January,

1900 (Vol. XVII, No. I, pp. 18-25), I have had quite a number of

additional specimens sent me for examination and identification.

These have forced me to recognize that a subspecific difference ex-

ists between the Hylocichla fuscescens salicicola of the West and the

bird inhabiting Newfoundland, which in my former paper I referred

to this same race. I noticed at that time that a slight difference did

exist, but did not deem it worthy of separation ; not being in favor

of describing slight variations. I am now, however, of the opinion

that the Newfoundland bird is subspecifically distinct from the

western though nearer this race than to Hylocichla fus-

cescens. This difference, now apparent, proves the necessity of

having, in describing species and subspecies, very large series

with which to work. My former paper was based on the examina-

tion of far more specimens than a great many of our recognized

subspecies have been described from, and yet the addition to that

series has proved that if the western race salicicola is recognized

the race inhabiting Newfoundland also must be, or in other words

that the former series of thirty-six specimens only barely suggest-

ed what the addition of eleven more specimens proves.

The Newfoundland Veery {Hylocichla fuscescens fiiliginosa) in Massa-
chusetts. — On the 27th of last September I shot a specimen of this lately

described bird in Lanesboro, Berkshire Co., Mass.,— the first example
taken in this State. The four autumnal records for New England fall

within the narrow limits of five days (Sept. 23-27), and indicate a migra-

tion through this region considerably later than the departure of the native

Veeries for the South. In 1889 I killed a Veery in Waltham, Mass., on
the extraordinarily late date, Oct. 5. This bird was unfortunately not pre-

served, but without much doubt it belonged to the race ftiliginosa.— Wal-
ter Faxon, Museum of Comparative Zoology, Cambridge, Mass.

Auk, XVIII, April,. 1901,

Hylocichla fuscescens fuliginosa.— In this same hou"se 1 discovered a
specimen of the Newfoundland Thrush, taken, also near Lowell, a num-
ber of autumns ago. This is the second record for the State.— Reginald
Heber Howe, Jr., Lotigwood, Mass.

Auk, XIX. Jan., 1902. p • f^'-



Hylocichla fuscescens fuliginosa, subsp. nov.

Tyfe, from Codroj, Newfoundland, No. 46260, adult. Coll. of Wil-

liam Brewster. Collected May 31, 1895, by Ernest Doane.

Geografhical — Newfoundland (also possibly Anticosti and

Labrador).

Subspecific Characters.—Size slightly larger. Upper parts, especially

on the head, distinctly bro-wnish, much darker and not of the tawny shade

of typical fuscescens, and lacking the greenish tinge of salicicola. Throat,

lores, and upper breast suffused with buff, though perhaps less so than in

fuscescens (in salicicola buff is practically absent), the upper breast and

usually also the throat spotted heavily with broad arrow-shaped brown

markings suggesting very strongly the throat and breast of H. u. svjain-

sonii. The breast markings of both fuscescens and salicicola are narrow

and more penciled and lighter in shade. Bill darker and heavier.'

Remarks.—The two specimens already recorded from Rhode

Island, and the ones from Ottawa, Ontario, are referable to this

race, as is also a male kindly loaned me by Dr. Louis B. Bishop,

taken at New Haven, Conn., on September 23, 1895. The spec-

imen recorded from Chester, South Carolina, is probably referable

to this new race, rather than to salicicola. Another specimen sent

me by Dr. Bishop from the Magdelen Islands, taken June 13, 1887,

is intermediate between fuscescens and fuliginosa, although diffi-

cult to determine on account of being in worn, breeding plumage.

Dr. Bishop has also kindly sent me an adult male (No 41 16)

taken May 6, 1899, in New Haven County, Conn., and an adult

female (No. 4950) taken May 16, 1900, in the same locality, both

referable to fuliginosa, and the first spring specimens from New

England I have seen.

' For measurements see Tables with former paper. Auk, Vol. XVII, No.

I. PP- 22, 33. ^^jj.^ July, 1900. p;-. XJ'>-V/I

The Newfoundland Veery (Hylocichla fuscescens fuliginosa) in Massa-
chusetts. — On the 27th of last September I shot a specimen of this lately

described bird in Lanesboro, Berkshire Co., Mass.,— the first example

taken in this State. The four autumnal records for New England fall

within the narrow limits of five days (Sept. 23-27), and indicate a migra-

tion through this region considerably later than the departure of the native

Veeries for the South. In 1889 I killed a Veery in Waltham, Mass., on
the extraordinarily late date, Oct. 5. This bird was unfortunately not pre-

served, but without much doubt it belonged to the race fuliginosa.— Wal-
ter Faxon, Museum of Comparative Zo'ology, Cambridge, Mass.

Auk , XVIII, April., 1901, P'
.
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Hylocichla fuscescens fuliginosa.— In this same hotise T discovered a

specimen of the Newfoundland Thrush, taken also near Lowell, a num-
ber of autumns ago. This is the second record for the State. — Reginald
Heber Howe, Jr., Long-Mood, Mass.

Auk^ XIX, Jan., 1902, p • f^ >
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31. Hylocichla fuscescens salicicola. Willow Thkush,— I have
one,^ from the Mcllwraith collection, taken at Hamilton, May 16, 1895
but it has not yet been detected here. '

'
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Hylocichla fuscescens salicicola. Four adult males — New Haven,
Sept. 23, 1895; Woodbridge, May 5, 1894; and East Haven, May le'
1900, and May 14, 1904.— Louis B. Bishop, New Haven, Conn.

Aak. XXUl, July, 1800, P, 3VV-3y5--



RANGES OF HYLOCICHLA FUSCESCENS, AND HY-
LOCICHLA FUSCESCENS SALICICOLA IN

NORTH AMERICA.

BVr REGINALD HEBER HOWE, JR.

While looking over the Ornithological Collection o£ the Mu-
seum of Comparative Zoology, I came across a peculiar specimen
of Wilson's Thrush {Hylockhla fuscescens) taken at Newport,
Rhode Island, by R. L. Agassiz on the very late date for this

locality of Seplember 25, 1885. A few days later I happened to

son's records for typical Hylockhla fuscescens are probably at

fault, the bird inhabiting this region (Manitoba) being un-

doubtedly HylocufUa fuscescens salicuola, for the specimen (Coll.

U. S. Nat. Mus. No. 1 12606) from Shoal Lake, Manitoba, I have

examined, and it is typical of this last named race, as are many
other specimens examined from the same region. Two speci-

mens (Coll. U. S. Nat. Mas., Nos. 63847, Pembina, Dak., and

13698, Rainy Lake River), identified by Mr. Ridgway as H.
fuscescens are without douljt salicuola, though slightly intermediate,

as might be expected, being taken on the border line between

the two races.

The range of Hylockhla fuscescens salicicola Ridgw., Willow

Thrush, is from Missouri (Charleston) and Dakota westward to

the Rocky Mountains (Washington, Spokane), south to New
Mexico and Arizona, and northward to Manitoba, Rainy Lake
River and Britisii Columbia 1 Kamloops). A series of specimens

from Codroy, Newfoundland, in Mr. William Brewster's collec-

tion I find to be typical salicicola., but I am unable to obtain any
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speak to Dr. Walter Faxon in regard to this specimen, and lie

spoke of always having noticed a peculiarity in late fall migrants

of this species in New England. This led me to look into the

matter more carefully with the following results.

I find that the range of typical Hylocichla fiiscescens extends

northward to Nova Scotia (Streuracke)
;

Toronto, Ontario;

northern Ohio; and westward to Missouri. Audubon recorded

it from Newfoundland (Orn. Biog., II, p. 362) and Labrador, the

species, however, was probably Hylocichla alicice. Mr. William

Brewster recorded it from Ellis Bay, Anticosti (Proc. Boston Soc.

Nat. His , Vol. XXII, p. 368) where he writes "rather to my
surprise I came upon a pair of these Thrushes, .... they were

seen so distinctly that there can be no doubt as to the correctness

of the identification." The birds, however, were not taken.

Thompson in ' Birds of Manitoba ' (Proc. U. S. Nat. Museum,

Vol. Xm, p. 633) records this species as an " abundant summer

resident," and gives the following localities where the species

has been recorded: I^emljina; Red, River Valley; Selkirk, and

Red River; Shoal Lake; Oak Point; Portage la Prairie ; Lake

Manitoba, and westward; Carberry
;
Qu' Appelle; but Thomp-

son's records for typical Hylocichla fuscescens are probably at

fault, the bird inhabiting this region (Manitoba) being un-

doubtedly Hylocichla fuscescens salicicola, for the specimen (Coll.

U. S. Nat. Mus. No. 1 12606) from Shoal Lake, Manitoba, I have

examined, and it is typical of this last named race, as are many

other specimens examined from the same region. Two speci-

mens (Coll. U. S. Nat. Mus., Nos. 63847, Pembina, Dak., and

13698, Rainy Lake River), identified by Mr. Ridgway as H.

fuscescens are without doubt salicicola, though slightly intermediate,

as might be expected, being taken on the border line between

the two races.

The range of Hylocichla fuscescens salicicola Ridgw., Willow

Thrush, is from Missouri (Charleston) and Dakota westward to

the Rocky Mountains (Washington, Spokane), south to New
Mexico and Arizona, and northward to Manitoba, Rainy Lake

I-liver and British Columbia ( Kamloops) . A series of specimens

from Codroy, Newfoundland, in Mr. William Brewster's collec-

tion I find to be typical salicicola, but I am unable to obtain any
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specimen along the line of the 50th parallel of latitude between
Newfoundland and Rainy Lake River. Although this appar-

ent hiatus exists, careful comparison and measurements show
no difference between specimens from these two localities. The
specimen from Chicago, 111., which Mr. Ridgway cited in the

collection of H. K. Coale of that city (No. 15681), taken Sep-

tember 16, was undoubtedly a fall straggler, but probably not so

far out of its range as at that time supposed. The bird recorded

from Cook Co., Texas (Cook's Migration in the Miss. Valley,

Bull. No. 2, U. S. Dept. of Agr., p. 284) was probably also a

straggler. The pair of Thrushes observed by Mr. Brewster on

Anticosti may have been of this race, for without the bird in the

hand it is difficult, though not impossible, to tell it from tlylocichla

fuscescens, and it seems unlikely that Mr. Brewster should identify

fuscescens or its subspecies for alicke. The specimen taken at

Newport, before referred to (also typical salicicola), and the

Willow Thrush recorded from near the town of Chester, South

Carolina, October 5, 1888, by Leverett M. Loomis (Auk, Vol.

VI, No. 2, p. 194), and a male taken by me at Bristol, Rhode
Island, on September 24, 1899 (typical salicicola), are probably

not stragglers, as one might heretofore have supposed, from the

far West, but from Newfoundland. The question at once arises

as suggested above, whether salicicola, as it inhabits Newfound-
land, does not also inhabit Labrador, Anticosti, and surrounding

regions, and whether it does not also inhabit the intervening

country between its known western and eastern habitats.

It will be interesting to see whether many of the eastern United

States collections do not contain specimens of salicicola taken

late in the fall or perhaps early in the spring, formerly identified

as Hylocichla fuscescens}

It is thought that it may be of value to add here, beside the

' Since the above was put in type I liave received from Mr. W. E. Saunders

a specimen of H. f. salicicola from Ottawa, Ont., taken Sept. 19, 1899. Being

a fall specimen, it onlj shows the southward migration of this race extends as

far west as Ottawa, or that in case the bird had followed a direct southern

route, that the region directly north of Ottawa is inhabited by H.f. salicicola,

which would be interesting as filling the gap between its western and eastern
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table of measurements of specimens examined, a supplementary
description of Hylocichla f. salidcola as Mr. Ridgway's descrip-
tion is in some ways decidedly unsatisfactory.

Upper parts olivaceous-tawny, "russet olive" particularly on crown,
nape, bacli, scapulars and tail, most tawny on the rump. Under parts :

throat almost immaculate and unmarked, breast suggesting szvainsonii,
dark olivaceous-bulf, not light tawny buff like fuscescens, quite heavily
marked with blunt arrow shaped spots of fuscous, especially in the fall,

unlike the brownish more penciled markings of ^.•JceiceKs ; lower breast
and belly white, tinged strongly with olivaceous on the sides and flanks;
wings olivaceous-lawny "russet olive" with the greater, middle and
primary coverts tawny

; cheeks tawny, but not lores, as in sTuainsonii

;

upper mandible very dark brown, under horn color, tipfed -Mith bro-ivn as
m swainsonii, unlike/«.?ce,?c(;«5, whose under mandible is untipped in the
spring and lightly if at all in the fall.

Ridgway states that the breast in adult spring specimens " is

only faintly or not at all spotted with darker," which is hardly so,

I think even in the very specimens he examined, this marking of

the breast being one of the characteristics of salicicola ; and his

measurements, proving the race "averaging decidedly larger"
XX^'i.^ fuscescens, do not agree with mine taken from a much larger*

series than he tabulates, showing the males of salicicola to be only
slightly larger, and the females slightly smaller than fuscescens, or

no real material difference in size.

For the use of specimens for comparison thanks are due to

Dr. Chas. W. Richmond and Mr. F. W. True of the U. S.

National Museum
; Mr. Witmer Stone of the Academy of Nat-

ural Sciences, Phila. ; Dr. Walter Faxon, Museum Comparative
Zoology, Cambridge; Mr. William Brewster of Cambridge;
Mr. Paul Bartsch of Washington. D. C. ; Mr. G. F. Dippie of

Toronto, Canada, and Mr. H. B. Bigelow of Boston.
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Bryant,

Cambridge

U.'

S.

Nat.

Mus.

Acad.

Nat.

Sciences

R.

H.

Howe,

Jr.,

Brookline

Totals,

average

.

Itltllli illiifliP



^] Howe, Ranges of Wilson's and Willow Th,

ii

1
4

1

+

1
%

1

1

1

l--|fllPlf|l

f

Codi'oy,

Newfoundland

Newport,

R.

I.

(Near

Spokane)

Washington

Fort

Bridger,

Wyoming

Kamloops,

British

Columbia

Vernon,

British

Columbia

Allamakee

Co.,

Iowa

Burlington,

Iowa

Wm.

Brewster,

Cambridge

Comp.

Zool.,

Cambridge

U.

S.

Nat.

Mus.

Acad.

Nat.

Sciences

Paul

Bartsch,

Wash. i

1

0

4

3



1
*

%

1 t
+

1
S>2^ 2^2^=2 J^^S g t

1 t

1

1

|||f|||ttl~...4^

1

1
Totals,

average

!

Belmont,

Mass.

Brookline,

"

Cambridge,

"

Newtonville,

Mass.

Cambridge,

Plainfield,

N.

J.

Chestnut

Hill,

Mass.

Washington,

D.

C.

Lynn,

Mass.

Toronto,

Canada

Steuracke,

Nova

Scotia

Brookline,

Mass.

Chestnut

Hill,

Mass.

Newtonville,

Brookline,

"

Cambridge,

•'

M'ilton,

Maine

Lynn,

Mass.

Toronto,

Canada

1

R.

H.

Howe,

Jr.,

Brookline

G.

C.

Shattuck,

Comp.

Zool.,

Cambridge

H.

V.

Greenough,

Brookline

Bryant,

Cambridge

U.

S.

Nat.

Museum

R.

H.

Howe,

Jr.,

Brookline

R.

W.

Giav,

H.V,

Greenough,

Comp.

Zoo,

Cambridge

Bryant,

Cambridge

G.

F.

Dippie,

Toronto

j
sj^"P||| sip



Oberiiolser, a New Wren from Alaska. 25

Comparative Measurements.

?

Wing. Tarsus.
Bill,

Wing. Tarsus.
Bill.

Nostril. Culmen Nostril.

H. fuscescens
H. f. salicicola

3-92+
3-94+

49+
49+

37+
37+

3.80+
3^77—

I^IS+
I-I3+

.50+ .36+
49+

1

36+

Ank, XVII, Jan., 1900, ^y>.iS-xr.





Tlxrdus ustulatus swainsonii .

Win. Brewster ' s Garden, Cambridge, Llass.

IS97. An Olive-baolLed Thrush appeared in the garden on the

May 29. 24th, Monday, i have seen a &ood deal of him on the 24th,

25th, 27th, and 28th. He has kept mostly in the shrubbery and

trees in the west side of tlie garden and I have t)een very near

him on several occasions. He was singing every time and I had

a fine chance to study his song and his markings. I ofeserved

the strong character of the spots on the breast and the light

ring about the eye. Once I got within a few feet of him and

I stood behind a bush and listened to his song to ay heart's

content. On another occasion I got ny glass on him as he

stood on a branch a short way off, and for fully ten minutes

I watched him. Most of the time he sat on one leg and seven

times he gaped, opening his little mandibles to their full ex-

tent. I hoped he v^ould sing, bait he never would sing when I

was looking at him, I saw him only once in the east part of

the garden v/hen he was by the lilacs. I ?/as not in the garden

on the 26th. Dr.V/alter Faxon heard him on the 27th. I have

seen him and heard him singing both morning and afternoon.

This morning I have walked all over the place and listened

carefully, but have not found him. Has he at last left this

beautiful spot and started north? W. »<*'--'i.

May 30. I have been in the garden morning and afternoon, but no

Thrush. He must have gone.

June 7. The Thrush did not appear after the 2Sth of Llay.



In full soiig.

Concord, liass.

1899. In the dense pines near Pulpit Roclc an .Olive-backed

Liay 10. Thrush v/as in fUll. soxig at sunset making the woods ring. -

In f-all song.

To the Barrett farm by way of Davis's Kill in P.m. An

Ivlay 15. Olive-backed Thrush in full sonti near the spring,

.

Cambridge, Mass. Nearly full song in September.

1899. One sang in The Garden almost continuously and in nearly

Sept. 21. full tones for fifteen minutes or more during a light sh07/er

just before sunset.



4. Turdus ustulatus swainsoni {Caban.) Coues. Olive-backed

Thrush.—Common at Grand Falls, especially in the hard woods and

more open fir woods. At Fort Fairfield it appeared to be rather common,
though seldom seen. Common and breeding at Iloiilton.

BuU. N.O.O, 'j ,ii.;'r)as 1882, P.lOU
,

•StimiJier Birds of ecdbury, Oct.

I

^758a. Olive-backed Thrush. Tolera-bly 1^

I

aaramon. Breeds. Fresh eggs July 4th.
[

Turdus ustulatus swainsonii. Olive-backed Thrush. — Verj abun-

dant, almost equalling in numbers the Hermit Thrush. Thej are usuailj

excessively shy and difiicult to obtain, although several may be singing

within hearing at the same time. They frequent thick growths of spruces,

and from some commanding perch pour forth their rich song. If they

become aware of your approach even a gunshot or more away, they dive

down into the dense undergrowth, and a few soft alarm notes are the last

you hear of them. Squeaking to them will bring them to you for one brief

look, which satisfies them, but not you, for they generally see you first

and at close range. Sometimes they sing in the thickets of spruces, but

are more apt to have a particular perch, perhaps on some towering, dead

tree. I heard no songs that I had any reason to suppose were other than

true s-c«ainso,iiL for the possibility of finding bicknelU or alicia: had to

be kept constantly in mind. I found no young, even up to the last day of

my stay, but that proves nothing with a bird so retiring. They sang

more persistently and in greater numbers in the early morning and late

Auk X, J&n. 1893. p.l4'/i"

Birds of N.B. coast of Labrador
by Henry B. Bigelow.

82,83. Turdus ustulatus swainsoni. Olive-backed Thrush
;
Turdus

alicik. Gray-cheeked Thrush.— One or the other of these thrushes

was common as tar north as Aillik. I supposed they were all the Olive-

backed, but one which I took at Battle Harbor proved to be a Gray-cheeked

which leaves me somewhat in doubt as to the identity of the others.

Auk, XIX, Jan., 1902, p.SO,

fk^/f, efo^d Q^<f^cl:/>, I

I
287 Hylocichla ustulata swainsonii. Olive-backed Thrush.—Com-

! men migrant, April 27 to May 26, and September 12 to October 14;

earliest spring record, April 13, 1890; eariiest fall record, September 1,

1906.



1806. Penobscot Bay, Maine.

(Jv*^ C^-^ l^fo^, ^^usr» Y- ^»^v-*-<JL <^^x-LL^ tjj^-'^^ ijj-ir^rJi) •i/Uijt^



Birds of Dead River Region, Me. F.H.O.

2. Ilylocielda ustulata swaimoni, (Olive-backed

Thrush). Fairly common. More often observed

in the hard wood forests around the cultivated

tields of the southern portion of Franklin county,

than in the dense spruce tracts further north,

while in Somerset county they were more common

in the northern portion. A nest containing three

eggs was brought to me while at Flagstaff, "Taken

from among the roots of an overturned spruce

about as high as my head," was the ill-constructed

phrase of the youth who secured them for me.

O.&O. XI. Aug, 1886. p. 114



JVC. H^<:^a^^z^, J:

kj^^ i^wv^ /tHZJC ^ <;:i-<>^-c-^ <^i<jt,^^ <>v
1

Summer Bird* of Pre«W«ntialEange.
•White MtB. A.P.Oliadboiiriie

,m the tesfcpojitto 3000 feet altitude r. 5i:v«/»so«/V was the only

A«k. 4. April 1887. p.lOS

1/^





0UEam*r Birds of PreBidential Range,
Wliite Mte. - A. P. Ohadbournfe

4^. Turdus ustulatus swainsonii. Olive-backed Thrush. Occurs

throughout the country at the base of the mountain, but is there outnum-

bered by r. aonalaschkcB pallasii ; the latter soon becomes rare as a higher

altitude is reached, but its place is then taken by T. alicim hicknelli

;

there is, however, an intermediate tract where T. u. swainsonii is the most

abundant of the Thrushes. In short, Swainson's is the only Thrush that

extends uninterruptedly from base to shrub limit, though in the highest

part of its range it is less plenty than Bicknell's, and near the base not as

common as the Hermit. In the intervale land along the river, T. a. fal-

lasii takes the place held by T. u. swainsonii, and is there outnumbered by

T. fuscescens.

A.tlk, 4. A»rU 1887. p. 107

Bds. Obs. in Franoonia, N. H. June 11-21
'

'8Q, and June4-Aug. 1/87, W. Faxon

84. Tardus ustulatus swainsonii. Olive-backed THRUSH.-Common

at hi<^^'her levels, and in deep woods about the village.

ATik, V. April, 1888. P.153

Breezy Point, Warren, N,H.

1894.

K I ni /If

-wr

X^i. U% Ul!^7l ^^l''

O -r- ^ AmJ Kl^^ ^

1895.

Breezy Point, Warren, N.H«

.3

ifTti:.



Summer Bda.Mt. Mansfield, Vt^

83. Hylocichla ustulata swainsonii. Olive-backed Thrush. — This
is the commonest Thrusli on tlie lower slopes of the mountain, ranging
from the base to the upper limits o* th« Ijea^y timber, above which it is

replaced bj bicknelli. Although quite, shy, and therefore rarely' seeTi,'fit8

beautiful rich song— in my opinion second only to that of the Hermit
—

'

was heard at frequent intervals during my trips up the mountain, some-
times as many as three of the singers being within hearing at once.

by Arthur H.HoT/ell. ^-aij. XYIII, Oct., 1901, p.S46.



Bds. Obs. near Oraylock Mt. Berkshire
^

Co. Mass. June 28 - July 16. W, Faxon

j

77. Turdus ustulatus swainsonii. Swainson's Thrush.—Not uncom-
mon on the Saddle-Back range from about 2800 feet up to the summit of
Grajlock, 3505 feet. Met with sparingly as low as 2000 feet.

^
Auk, VI. April, 1889. p. 107

•1

"

Masa. {near Concord).

1887

Mass. (near Cambridge).

1887

Birds of Bristol County, Mass.
F.W.Andres.

1 Turdus ustulatus swainsonii (Cab.), Olive-

backed Thrush. Migrant, rare.

O.&O. XII. Sept. 1887 p. 14



Some Birds of L«wiB Co, N,Y.
O.Hart M-^rriam

T. swainsoni,
^

Bull. N.O.O. 3,April,1878.p,53

Bir<l8 of the Adirondack Region.

4. Hylocichla ustulata swainsoni (Cff Ridgw. Olive-backed

Thrush. — Tolerably common summer resident, breeding throughout the

wilderness. _

Boli. N.O.O, 0,Oot,l881.P.226

. ivaiS ofMig'y Birds,Spring-lSSa,

Central Park, N. Y. City.A. G. Paine, J r.

May 9, Turdus ustnlatus swainsoni, (738(8).

Olive-backed Thrush.

O.&O. XI.July.lS86.p,l09



Only one seen this Fall, on Oct. 7th and 21st.

0.&O.X.Dec.l885.p.//^



The Singing of Birds. B.P.Bicknell.

Turdus ustulatus swainsoni. Olive-backed Thrush.

This Thrush is in full song during its spring migration, which

occupies the latter fialf or two-thirds of May, hut is commonly

silent in the autumn. It is, however, probable that singing may

occasionally be indulged in that season, for I was assured by one

who was familiar with the song of the species, that several were

heard singing at Bay Ridge, Long Island, September 26, 1S80, at

the height of their migration.

On their arrival in September the new plumage has not always

completed its growth. In many specimens growing feathers are

scattered over the body, and often some of the remiges have their

bases still soft, or even sheathed by the matrix of the feather.

When the birds first appear they have begun to develop adipose

tissue, and it is not long before they become excessively fat.

Auk, I, April, 1884. p. /J19-/JO »

I

^ -of 1891 some very interestir/g observations were

Tiade as to thfeir song habits. The song of the Olive-backed Thrush

begins low and ascends by two regular steps of two notes each, and enils

with several sharp notes. The first note of each step is higher than the

second, and the second of the next is about the same as the first note of

tlie first step. Occasionally the whole is preceded by a sharp chuck. The
notes have the swelling beauty of all Thrush songs, while the metallic

ending rings like a little bell. The song always says to me,

—

gnrgle

gurgle ting., die che che. As far as my experience goes, this Thrush never

sings steadily except in his chosen tree; in fact for two years one Iins

selected for his perch a small evergreen near our cottage, and it was from

him that I procured the following data.

He sings on an average nine and a half times a minute with extreme

regularity. During the song periods of morning and evening his con-

stancy of purpose is remarkable; except to seize a passing insect, lie never S
breaks the regular recurrence of his song. From a series of records it is g
found that he begins on an average about 3.15 A. M., and sings steadily (of ^

course I mean by that ten times a minute, not constantly) until about '"w^
9.00 A. M. ; he is nearly silent until noon, after which he sings occasionally

' §
tor a minute or so. About 4.30 he begins again, and only ceases to retire O
for the night about 7.30 p. m. This is a wonderful record, and were it not

verified by long experience, I should myself be inclined to consider it

exceptional. Allowing but eight times a minute for his songs, we have,

for one day, the time consumed in song periods about eight hours and

forty-five minutes, and in occasional song, at least twenty minutes,

according to which there would be a total of 4,360 songs per day. His

song ceased entirely about July 25, although for five days before that but

half the time was employed. Certainly it would not be unfair to allow

him at the very least six weeks of song, 42 days at 4000 per day, in all

j68,ooo songs in a season. The above facts have been many times verified.



DefatoitM̂toli. 1891Notes.
' ;.a Swales,

May 24. H. AUis and I went collecting

in the swamps near Voight's woods.

Olive-backed Thrush ; I found two nests

containing four eggs each. The nests were

in low bushes, and were shrouded over with

green leaves, and were very pretty structures
;

each contained a Cowbird's egg. I never

found any nests of this Thrush before.

O.&O.Vol. 18. July. 1893 p;lOO

Borne Birds of LaPlattaCo.Col.With
Annotations. 0. F. Morrison.

1. Hylocidda UKl/alata siwiinsoni (Cabaii),

Kidgw. Olivf-backed Thrush. I took a nest

with thr<!<3 eg-gs, supposed to bo of this species,

bur, a.-< it was in the post and near where a sen-

try was Plationed, I. dared not fire my gun, as

by so doing- I was lial)le to alarm the garrison,

and perhaps spend the balance of the day in tiie

post guard-house. The nest was placed upon

'some dead bushes hauging over a small slug-

jgisli stream, two feet above the water, nest of

i grass and leaves which were moist, and so

'loosely constructed as to nearly fall to pieces

when I removed it. Eggs with ground color,

dark-blueish, and I should say spotted, not

speckled, as the spots were large and almost

entirely covered the ground color. I am sorry

I

to be obliged to begin this list with such a

doubtful species, but I enter it with the above

remarks, for what it is worth. Found up to

9000 feet. O.&O. XIII. May. 1888 p. 70

Notes- Eggs of Thrushes &Thra8he#^
H.G.Parker.

Olive-backed Thrush {HijlociMa ustulala

swaiusoni) . Possibly breeds in the mountain-

ous portions of Pennsylvania, but its liabitat

is Massachusetts and northward. Eggs of this

species riui through all the varieties exhibited

in a series of the Kusset-back, and no rule can

be laid down for ijroperly distinguishing the

eggs of these birds in the cabinet. Eggs com-

monly four, rarely five, and sometimes three.

A set collected at Grand Manan, N. B., June

18, 1884, was taken from a nest in a spruce tree

three feet from the ground. Eggs bright blu-

ish green, specked all over with r-eddish brown,

quite pointed, .00 x .63 ; .89 x .64 ; .90 x .63.

Another set collected .June 11th, 1877, also at

Grand Manan, N. B., the nest which was made

of roots etc., in a hollow stump about five feet

from the ground, has four eggs: .94x.70; .94

x

.71 ; .96x .71 and .96 x .69. Pale bluish, spotted

with reddish brown, chiefly at the larger end.

In three of the eggs the markings form an in-

distinct wreath at the larger end.

0,&O. XII.May.18S7 p. 69



The Olive-backed Thrush.

r.

-

"5

Never shall I forget my first experience

with the Olive-backed Thrush. It was

during that delightful period of my orni-

thological experience when any bird at all

out of the common in occurrence, habits,

or coloring, was exceedingly rare." s a wonderful record, and were it

What was my delight, then, when late in^ed by long experience I should

July this species literally forced itselfe inclined to consider it excep-

upon my notice. On opening the door Why, just take your pencil and

early one morning the first objectlthat't how many songs he must utter

presented itself to my gaze was a little

hall-grown bird placidly sunning himself

on the warm boards, while his wiser or

more experienced mother was vainly

striving to impress upon his youthful mind

a more fitting fear of man. The young-

ster, as all youngsters are apt, thought

he knew more about it than anyone else.

He not only refused to leave, but sub-

mitted to handling with the utmost equa-

nimity. Having examined him to my
heart's content, I threw him into the air;

at once the old bird was by his side, guid-

ing him into the less exciting but safer

confines of the wood. How anxiously

did I watch the brood, hoping that they

might remain until grown, that I might

procure a specimen. They vanished in

two days, but my disappointment was al-

leviated by the capture of a fine old male.

Since that long-ago experience this

species has become • perfectly familiar to

me from four summers' observation on

Mackinac Island.

The Olive-backed Thrush arrives in

Kent County from the fifth to the tenth of

May. Never common, a specimen or so

may alwavs be found during an afternoon

walk. Unlike his brother, the Hermit

Thrush, this bird prefers woods either

entirely dry or of a swampy character

surrounded by high-wooded hills. Dur-

ing migrations, however, this bird is not

essentially woodland. Flocks of two or

three may often be surprised in the city

orchards.

Wherever found he attends strictly to

his own affairs, neither obtruding hims If

upon your notice or exhibiting unneces-

sary shyness. A short chip"\% his only

note at this period ; his song, abundant

j

song, too, as you shall see, is reserved for

j

his summer home. His stay is short, ex-

i cejDt in some favored localities, where he

sometimes lingers a week beyond his time.

The twenty-first of May sees the last one

I off.

;le day !

Bsing the time in round numbers,

him but eight a minute (he may

liered while I was not looking,

w) and we have—
of singing, one day, 500 min.

!" occasional song, 20 "

Total, 520 "

in. at 8 pel- min., 4160 songs,

ihg ceases entirely about the 25th

although for five days before that

;al eflbrt is somewhat relaxed,

If the usual time being spent in

it. However, as he must arrive

first week in June, certainly it

3t be unfair to allow him at the

st six weeks of vocal effort, 42

looo per day, 168,000 songs in a

I record excelled probably by the

lone.

hrm note is now cJm-rce, with a

ibrating nasal sound on the last

Often, as with other thrushes,

IV whistle is uttered, pee-0-0.

f his characteristics is that, when

jit takes a great deal to frighten

ine can stand almost directly under

but he will continue to sing on,

y oblivious of your presence,

iie young hatch, little time is lost

|ginning the southward journey,

ry abundant on the island during

migrations, I have observed but

agglers in Kent County during

d. Stexvart Edtvard White.

of our readers will be pained to

: James M. Southwick, the Rhode

turalist, has been confined to his

ag the last ten weeks. We all

a speedy recovery.

0.& O Vol.17, An8r,1892 p,114-lT5



'eather much the same. At such times

often see flying fish. Their motion

losely resembles the flight of some of

le smaller Sandpipers, and indeed the

ORNITH
— 1

\ 00L<
«i.oo per PUBLISHED BY THE FRAlj

Vol. XVII. HYDE PARK, M

Bird Notes at Sea.

All summer I have "been cruising

shore on a pilot boat. I expected to
§

material for a long article (or the Om
THOLOGIST AND Ooi.OGIST, 1^ut find m
self much disappointed. Speb^es are fe

and well known and incident^ almc

entirely lacking. Our cruising grpund

off the coast of South Carolina, nev

extending much beyond Cape Romaia i

the north, or Tybee on the south.

greater part of the time we are out i

time squally, with a high sea. Une heai

storm we dragged both anchors and we

ashore in the night, but were helped c

again early next morning by a passii

steamer.

Our boat is a comfortable forty-tc

schooner, and one of the fastest on tl

coast. We have had some lively rac

with our competitors, and leave the

no victories to record so far. There ai

three boats working against us, so we a|

seldom hove to, but spend our time eithi

beating to windward in a heavy head s(

or rushing down with slack sheets ar

topsails all up as soon as a speck of ss

breaks the horizon line. With this vie

of my surroundings it will be readily se(

that it has not been easy to make fi

notes upon the habits and manners of tl

few birds that I have seen.

When once we strike out into the bh

August, 1S92.] AND OOLOGIST. 115

We again strike acquaintance on Mack-

inac Island about the first of July. Here

the Thrushes frequent the steep bluffs

covered with evergreens, in which the

nests are built. Here by far his most

striking characteristic, his singing power,

is developed.

The song of the Olive-backed Thrush

begins low, ascends by two steps of two

notes each, and ends with several sharp

notes. The first note of each step is

higher than the second, and the second of

the next is about the same as the Jirst

note of the first step. Occasionally the

whole is preceded by a sharp chuck.

The notes have the swelling beauty of all

thrush songs, while the metallic ending

"rings" like a little bell. The song al-

ways says to me, gurgle gurgle ting

die die die.

As far as my experience goes, the

Thrush never sings steadily, except in his

chosen tree. In fact, for two years one

has selected for his perch a small ever-

green near our cottage, and it was from

him that I procured the following data.

I am about to state what to most of you

will seem incredible. Please remember

that each of these statements has been

verified again and again through succes-

sive seasons, and that I have not attempt-

ed to over rather than understate the case.

He sings on an average nine and one-

half times a minute with extreme regular-

ity. During the song periods of morning

and evening his constancy of purpose is

remarkable
;
except to seize a passing in-

sect, he never breaks the recurrence of his

song. From a long series of records it

is found that he begins on an average at

about 3.15 A.M., ?,ing& steadily (of course

I mean ten times a minute with slight in-

termissions, not constantly) until about

9 A.M. ; is nearly silent till noon, after

which he sings occasionally for a minute

or so
;
begins again about 4.30, and only

ceases to retire for the night at 7.30 p.m.

This is a wonderful record, and were it

not verified by long experience I should

myself be inclined to consider it excep-

tional. Why, just take your pencil and

figure out how many songs he must utter

in a single day !

Expressing the time in round numbers,

allowing him but eight a minute (he may

have soldiered while I was not looking,

you know) and we have—
Time of singing, one day, 500 min.

" " occasional song, 20 "

Total, 520 "

520 min. at S per min., 4160 songs.

His song ceases entirely about the 25th

of July, although for five days before that

date vocal effort is somewhat relaxed,

about half the usual time being spent in

its pursuit. However, as he must arrive

by the first week in June, certainly it

would not be unfair to allow him at the

very least six weeks of vocal effort, 42

days at 4000 per day, 168,000 songs in a

season, a record excelled probably by the

Vireos alone.

His alarm note is now diii-ree, with a

strong vibrating nasal sound on the last

syllable. Often, as with other thrushes,

a soft low whistle is uttered, pee-0-0.

One of his characteristics is that, when

singing, it takes a great deal to frighten

him. One can stand almost directly under

his tree, but he will continue to sing on,

seemingly oblivious of your presence.

After the young hatch, little time is lost

before beginning the southward journey.

While very abundant on the island during

autumnal migrations, I have observed but

a few stragglers in Kent County during

that period. Stewart Edward White.

Many of our readers will be pained to

learn that James M. Southwick, the Rhode

Island naturalist, has been confined to his

bed during the last ten weeks. We all

wish him a speedy recovery.

O.&O Vol.17, Angr,1892 p. 114-115
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Ai -lliiglCn , 1-Iass.

Waverly, iviass.

Tills afternoon in the grove by the Waverly Hospital^besldes

three Robins »-there was a dear Hermit Thrush; -the first one I ever

fo-und in winter

Walter Faxon (letter January 12, I89I).

Hoffmann visited my Hermit Thrush ground later in the month

and found twa there, feeding on the privet berries. It is the same

spot Where I saw one last winter in Ja^mary. It I00I.B as if the

Hermit. s presence here in winter was hardly an accident. Did you

imow that Bolles saw one last month in Cambridge?

Walter Paxon (letter March 3, 1892).



cZ^l^ UjI^^^^— Ln-^a^V^^^^ ,

<a-.*^<_ C^vt^ p—V~r^ Cxrt:^ V^-A-^ (SX-OC , (S^^-^ C^KU. y^^'^



Turdus a. r^allasli .

PJiill ips Academv, Andover , Llass

.

189S. Herrait Thrushes are also rather conmon about this pond

June 17. (Poster's Pond in the southern part of the town) though I

have not raet with them elsewhere.

Extract fron letter of Howard I.Pord.
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Scarcity of Thrushes.

Concord, Mass.

1893. One of the most marked phenomena of this interesting

May 22, spring is the extreme scarcity of some of the snail Thrushes.

The Hermit Thrushes passed us in such very siaall iima'oers that

Hofftnan saw only four, Faxon tout two or three, while I met

with just one I The Wilson's Thrushes appeared at about the

usual time and in fair niimbers Qut not a single Olive-bacls. or

Gray-cheek has been as yet reported. Faxon thinks they are

yet to come but it seems to me more probable that ^hey have

follov/ed the example of the Hermits and passed north by some

other route.

Turdus a. pallasii .

Concord, Iviass. Scarcity.

1894. Hermits Thrushes have been exceptionally scarce. There

Oct. 11 was a solitary bird at Ball's Hill on the 12th, 15th & 17th of
to

Nov. 21. November. On the first of these dates when the ground was

covered with snow to the depth of five or six inches I saw

this bird, a 1 ittle ^sunset ,
eating black alder berries in a

swamp

.



Turdus a. 'oallasii .

Peterborough, New HampsMre.

1393.

July 5

to
ATOg.lB.

If the Hermit Thrushes of this region suffered serious

losses in the South during the terrible winter of a few

ieis ago (their maabGrs have been since materially diminished

in most parts of Kew England ) they must have recovered very

rapidly for I have never seen them more abuixdant than they

have been here this season. During July they were singing

almost everyv;here and in white pine -woods and old pastures

growing \xp to pines and spruces one might oiTten hear tv70 or

three - axid sometimes even foiir - males at once. They were

in full song up to and including August 2nd when they ceased

v^ry abruptly and generally although I heard a bird singing

continuously on the evening of August 6th and another at the

same hour on the following evening. During July they sang

more or less freely through the day -when the weather was

cloudy or cool, but when it was clear and warm they were or-

dinarily silent except 14 the early morning and at evening.

I noticed that aj evening, after finishing singing, they

regularly called to one another for several minutes before

going to sleep, using chiefly the low, whining, canary-like

^-e.-e.-e. but also giving, iiot infrequently, the clear, v/hist-

Itng note which they use when migrating at night.



Honcord, Liass.

1899. A Herralt Thrush 'ffas sinking gloriously but sotto voce, in

A.pril 24. a dense thiclCHt of white pines on the Barrett farm this af-

ternoon. Rarely have I heard a finer performance although at

a distance of thirty yards I could only just hear the lower

notes. I estimated the distance by the bird's cluolc for I did

not see him.

'eterborough, Nov/ Hampshire.

1899. numbers reduced about one half from those of last year.

July & Aug. The reduction was not uniform over the whole region for in

some localities - as in the swale near the Day's - the birds

were as cominon as usual but in many places y/here v/e found

them last season they were wholly absent this. They sang

regularly up to August 5th this year.

»
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June 10. —^ Flushed a Hermit Thrush,

Hijlofilchla unalascm pallasi. Between

you and I, Mr. Editor, do you think it is a

square deal to give this innocent bird such

a name ? Don't you think if that bird had

to sign his name often, say as president of

a silver mining company with well watered

stock, don't you think he would — dash

Mr. Eidgway and tri-nominale ? O con-

fess to a strong desire to cling to the

" Turdus" of other days, but I suppose I

must display my acquaintance with the

" new nomenclature" or, like the fellow

who the grave digger in Hamlet condemns

for not having been at court, I shall be

" surely damned " in the eyes of your sci-

entiiic readers. Well, this long named

party got up olf three eggs laid in a nest

on the ground under the protecting shade

of a low bending limb of a spruce tree. A
visit to the nest two days after determined

the fact that it had been deserted, and Mr.

: Banks says "I have observed that this spe-

cies of bird frequently deserts a nest after I

it has been discovered."
j

Birds of Ifaerdalen Islands.
Dr. L.B. Bishop.

65. Turdus aonalaschkse pallasii. He
ing on most of the islands. I was quite s

this species apparently thoroughly at hoi

unsuitable place for a bird fond of thejJe

iMiT TiiRusM.—Common , breed
jrprised to find a single bird of

le on Great Bird Rock. A more

^p woods cannot be imagined.

Aok, fl. April, 1880. p. 149-/6*0

Lone Island Bird Notes. Wm.Dutoher

24. Turdus aonalaschkae pallasii. Hhriviit Thrush.—A
case of the probable breeding of this Thrush on Long Island lias

come to my notice through the khidness of Mr, Charles Earle, of

New York City. On the 23d of September, 1878, near, Lake

Ronkonkoma, he secured a Thrush of this species in the nest-

ing plumage, and on the next or the following day another in: the

same plumage. Both specimens show conclusively that they are

very young- birds, each being in the undeveloped feather-stage

peculiar to altrieial birds just leaving the nest. As both speci-

mens were taken in the same neighborhood, it is presumable that

they were nest companions, although one is some days More de-

veloped than the other. I have shown them to Mr. J. A. Allen,

'who informs me that he knows of no instance of such immature

birds migrating.
_

, Kvif., 9, Oct,, ime. -a.
J^i^3^ <i if

.

SninmerBds. Bestigouoh. VaUey, N.B.
J.Brittain and P. Cox. Jr.

Turdus aonalaschk. pallasii. H.kmix Tna.sH.-Observed every-

where.

Aok.
'^•^^'^

Birds Of Upper St. John,
Batoiielder.

3. Turdus pallasi Caban. Hermit Thrush.—Common. One nest

taken May 30 at Grand Falls was about three feet from the ground in a

_^ small fir tree.

BuU. N.O.O, 7,APrt2, 1883. P.lOii

Snmmer Birds of Brae D'Or Region
<]*»• Breton Id,. N.S. J. D-wight., Jr.

58. Turdus aonalaschk(e pallasii.

«kt^4« Jan., 1887. p. 16

Birds.Hautelsland Bayof Fimdy.Ju^^

26,1887. W".Ii.Bishop,KentviUe,JM.&.

Merinit ilirusn, I'urdus imM«(nmm'\ very
common.

j

I

0.& O. XII. Sept. 1887 p. 145



annunei' Birds of StidbTiry, Out.

759b. Hermit Thrush. Tolerably common.

Birds -within Ten ITiles of Point
de Monts, Can, Comeau & Merriam

2. Turdus tmalascas nanus. Hermit Thrush.—Tolerably comrr

breeds.

BuU. N.O.Oi '7,,Oot, 1882. p,234

OrnithologicalTrip to St. Bruno, P. Q.
Msy 1885. B. D. "Wintle, Mo'-t,r«^a!.

Hermit Thrush, scarce. Found a nest contain- •

ing four eggs incubated; bird on the nest was
identified. It was well concealed in a grassy

bank on the outskirt of a woody i-idgc. This bird

was remarkably shy when I approached the nest,

which I did several times. It would slip quickly

off the nest and then keep out of sight until I hid

my.self, when it would return to the nest.

O.&O. XI. May. 1686. p.

288. Hylocichla guttata pallasii. Hermit Thrush.— Abundant mi-

grant, April 13 to May 10, and September 23 to October 23; earliest

spring record, April 8, 1898; earliest fall record, September 19, 1906;

there are several late records (November 20, 1901), and Dr. K. C. Mcllwraith

observed one from November 21, 1903, to the following January.

Last Dates Migratory Birds observedby
B. D. Wintle, FalI1885, Montreal, Can,

I ^. Her- niit Thrush

O.&O. XI.Mar.l886.p.//4,.

D-Aishv, : -uuiKio* £irds of

Prince Bdward leUmd.

Turdus aonalaschkae pallasii. Hermit ' Thrush. — Slightly more
abundant than the preceding species, and perhaps more generally dis-

tributed. The songs and notes of this species have been so frequently

confused with those of other Thrushes, particularly with those of the

Olive-backed Tln-ush, that an eflfort on my part to call attention to the

differences that exist between them may not be without interest. The
deliberate character of its song is in marked contrast to that q{ s-wainsouii

audits musical ability is more varied. The usual song dies out without

the rising inflection of sivamsonii, and there is a pause after the first syl-

lable, while ill swaiiisonii there is no pause and the second syllable is

strongly accented, the whole song being quickly delivered. The Hermit
Thrush has also a nasal note of complaint in two ellided syllables, a cluck

like a Blackbird, and a lisp not unlike a Cedarbird. The nasal note has

its counterpart in swainsonii which utters a similar, but more liquid

note, and the cluck of fallasii ma.y be compared with a 'puk' or 'pink' (as

near as it can be represented) of s-wainsonii. Tiie lisp is peculiar to

pallasii, while there is a queer multiple note of soliloquy peculiar to

Auk X, Jan, 1893.



Auk, XIV, July, 1897. p. 3 ^S^.

Absence of Tardus aonalaschkas pallasii at Tadousac, Quebec, in

1896.— The almost complete absence of the Hermit Thrush from the

vicinity of Tadousac during the summer of 1896 was very noticeable.

During six weeks spent there in June and July, the only evidence I found

of the presence of the birds was a single family seen one day late in July.

In other years this species has been nearly as abundant as the Olive-

backed Thrush {T. u. s-waisonii), and many of each could be heard

every day, but last summer the Olive-backs alone were heard, and I

wondered where the Hermits had gone. The freeze of a couple of

winters ago which was so destructive to the Bluebirds in the Southern

States, doubtless is responsible, in part at least, for the sudden diminution

in the number of Hermits, and I have already seen some allusion made to

this species as one of the sufferers. —Jonathan Dwight, Jr., M. D.,

Nexv York City.



Penobscot Bay, Maine,
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Hylocichla unalascae pallasi (Cuban.) Ridgvj. Hermit Thrush.—
These birds breed commonly with us every year (Bangor). Their eggs

are usually taken early in June, but I find among my notes the record of

a set talien August 5, 1873, at Dedham, Maine, the eggs being but slightly

incubated. This would seem to be presumptive evidence for the belief

that these birds raise two broods in a season.

Bail. N. O. O, 7, JuJy» 1882, p. / ^ / •

I found a nest of the Hemit Thrush August I3th v/ith

three eggs. The bird wa.s setting on them, but I thmk she oiia

not finish laying.

iJanley yiardy, T, tter of Septei.iber

1 5th, 1889.

SummerEesidents on South-west
Ooast of Maiae. T. H. Montgomery, Jr.

j
Vm>. Hermit Thrush. Shot ai

a young Z i^t Boothbay.

\ adult and

j

<'- 0. p. lea



Birds of Dead. River Region, Me. F. H. O.

3. IlylocicMa unalasm pallasi, (Hermit Thrush).

One of the typical birds of the dense forests of

Maine, the Hermit Thrush was commonly found

in this region. In the spring this species is more
conspicuous, as at that period of the year it bursts

forth into song, but during the latter part of

summer when passing through the woods I have
seen many of these birds sitting on the limb of

some spruce tree, motionless and alone, scarcely

flying out of reach when approached. Owing to

such demeanor they were easily overlooked, even

by the few who penetrate the vast silent forest

they inhabit. A nest was found containing

young, in the alder swamp near Tim Pond. It

was placed on a dry mound, in a heap of rubbish

left by the spring flood. The nest was a frail af-

fair, but could not be examined, owing to its con-

tents. The song of the Hermit Thrush is exquisite,

and during the first part of June it was heard at

morning and evening. The song of birds is about

the only part of their life habits which can not be

given on paper, and I have noticed that scarcely

do two persons interpret a song the same, both

will have a different rendering of the same song,

this may be in part due to the state of the feelings

of the hearer ; in my own case it has been very ap-

parent with the song of the species under con-

sideration. When after a hard day's tramp, I

have lain wrapped in my blanket under the

friendly protection of a wide branching hemlock,

listening to my guide as he related some tradition

handed down from the days when his ancestors'

wigwams stood on the banks of the fair Penobscot

until drowsy nature nearly asserted herself, then

the vesper song of the Hermit Thrush distinctly

uttered far up on the mountain side, would fill the

air with its sweet strains, and at its cadence both

of us, stoical half-breed and tired civilian, would

under the influence repose into a dreamless

slumber; yet on the morrow morn, when standing

in the bow of the frail birch-bark canoe, held

tremblingly among the rushing rapids of Spencer

stream by the brawny arm of my companion,

with nerves strung to high tension, as I endeav-

ored to bring to net a vigorous two pound trout

with an eight ounce split-bamboo tor my rod, and

when successful and the toothsome fish lay in the

canoe, then the matin hymn of the Hermit Thrush

as it sounded clear on the morning breeze seemed

to my ear like the triumphant poean of victory,

but perhaps the critic, unmoved by surrounding

circumstances, could have perceived no variation

from the notes uttered at eventide.

O.&O. XI. Aug. 1886, p. 114



/ ""'
Profile House, N.H. Aug. M2;1867. _

J^^^J,^.^^'.- /^-t? Beach, N.H.1871.

iicUjL<^ , ^ JvM^^" Î
Huj.i,- Rye Beaoh, N.H. 1872.

f Rye B«ach. N.H. July 23-24 18|t5. / 7 " "

X^<54c^ - ^:^<y, ^ Profile House N.H. July S7-Aug. 7. j88g:

Bunimor Birds of Presidential Rang'®,
Whit© MtB. A.P.Chadbourne

46. Turdus aonalaschkae pallasii. Hermit Thrush.—Saw nothing of

the bird except on the way up the mountain by the carnage load. It

was common as far as the second mile post, but nonqwere seen beyond

with the exception of a single specimen seen at an elevation of 3300 feet.

Auk, 4, April 1887. p. 108

Pumaer Birds of Presidential Range,
Wliite Mts. A. P, Ohadbourne

2. From the low intervale lands nearly to the second mih
oad T. (T. outnumbers T. u. s-mainsonii.

Auk, 4, April 1887. p. 108



9 Beach, N.H. i871.

Profile House, N. H. Aug. 1-12-1867. _

ju^cU^ fycUjL<i^ .^ J^^i-^ J^^'^.i- Rye Beach, N.H. 1872.

"K^^^achi, N.H. July 23-24 18$5. r y. — ^

fy^oM^. - ^ Profile House N. H. July 2'7-Aug-. 7. 1£

Bummer Bird* of Presidential Range,
White Mts. A. P. Chadboumfe

46. Turdus aonalaschte pallasii. Hermit TimusH.-Saw nothing of

the way up the mountain by the carriage road. It

id mile post, but none; were seen beyond

an elevation of 3300 feet.

:ept (the bird

was common as far as th.

with the exception of a s specimen seen

UJC. 4. April 1887. p. 108

Bumnter Birds of PrBsidential Range,
Wiiite Mt8. A.P.Chadbournfc

2. From the low intervale lands nearly to the second mile of the c

oad T. a. pallasii outnumbers T. n. s%vainsoiiii.

Auk, 4, April 1887. p.lOB



Auk, V. April. 1888. p. 151

Bds. Obs. atFranoonia and Bethlehem
N.H. July- AuguBt, 1874. J.A.AlLen

Turdus aonalaschkae pallasii. Common.

Auk. V. April, 1888. p. 166

Bds. Obs. inFranoonia N-H^une 11-21

86. and June4-Aug. 1, 87. W.Fasou

Turdus aonalaschkae pallasii. Hermit Thrush.—Common.

Auk, V. April, 1888. p. 163

Bird* Obe. at Monltonboro, N. H.
July2i-Augr.il, I«83. F.H.AUen

Turdus aonalaschkae pallasii.—Quite common.

jAk,TI.J«aK. 1A89.P.79

Birds Obs. «t Brldge-sTftter, N.H
Julyia-Bapt. 4. 1888. F.H.AUen

Turdus aonalaschk^a pallasii-Comraon.

Attk.VI.J«., 1880. p. 77

Bird Notes, OentralN.H. Winter '91-92^

J. H. Johnson

I

Hcrinif/I'lirusli, November 9tli.
\

0.&O.Vol.l7,Mayl892 pv 72



1894.

Breezy Point, Warren, N.H.

^ /^t ^1

ZZ. X3- l^i .U.t'^7r^^|;,

^ — /

^ ^ ^ ^

/or ^ ^ "

1395.

.'-^ x^ wiAiTI
*^



Summer Bds.Mt. Mansfield,
84. Hylocichla aonalaschkse pallasii. Hermit Thk ,'311. — During

my first visit to the mountain in 1899^1 listened in vain for the Hermits,
and in 1900, I heard but one. They are certainly not numerous at the

base of the mountain where I stayed, and I am quite sure there were none '

on the mountain or along the Notch road. Mr. Torrey writes me, how-
ever, that at the time of his visit in 1885, he heard the Hermit near the

summit, " singing freely."

Mrs. Straw reports them as rather common at certain points lower

down the valley.

by Arthur H. Howell, Auk, XVIII, Oct., 1901, J^/-



Jo^,M^4 /<-^V Mass.- near Cambridge.

Mass. (ji,
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Mass. {near Cambridge).
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Mass, {near Concord).

1887

^A.Jt.A^^ P^XAAy^^t^-^i*^ ^^t'f^.^/^-K.'..^ UtU^Uc^

W. Middlesex Co. Maes.

June 25-30, 1889.
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Notes on Birds of Winchendon, Mass.
William Bre-weter.

Turdus aonalaschkse pallasii.—An abundant bird throughout the entire

region, haunting by preference dry, rather open, white pine woods.

Ank, V, Oct., 1888. p. 393

aonalaschkEe pallasii.

Atlk, V, Oct., 1888. p. 389

a

I

" Another good capture was a

Hermit Thrush, which I took on Christmas day in a pine grove,

in company with a flock of Robins.

Bua N.O.O, 8. July. p, IH9 .



^cheudon, Ma^a. Jape, IgBS. ,

Notes on Birds of Winchendon, Mass.
William Brewster.

Turdus aonalaschkae pallasii.—An abundant bird throughout the entir

region, haunting by preference dry, rather open, white pine woods.

Ank, V, Oct., 1888. p. 393

I
8o. " aonalaschkic pallasii.

'

Ank, V. Oct., 1888. p. 389

6 /^'t-t^,-Z,-t-C^ ^yt^^iSt^XZj ^^,^C-<.^f^ C^U-^-a—t^^ y^y^

' Another good capture was a

Hermit Thrush, which I took on Christmas day in a pine grove,

in company with a flock of Robins.

Bua N,0.0, S. Jwly. IB8S. p, / 'V 9 .



Birds of Bristol County, Mass,
P. "W.Andres.

Turdus aonalaschkce pallaaii (Cab.), Hermit
:, Thrucli. Migrant, rare.

0.& O. XII. Sept. 1887 P .
141

Rds, Oha. ue«r Sheffield. B^rlrshire
vy, Mass. Jane 17-26, '88. W.Faxon

74- Turdus aonalaschkae pallasii. Eastern Hermit Thrush —Com-mon on the Taconic Mountains where it replaces to a great extent the Wood
Thrush which IS found only sparingly on the mountain sides. Also
found to be abundant on BearMt., Salisburj, Conn.

Aak.VI. Jaa. . 1889. p. 46

ri^'^^"- °T*''
<^^'»yl«ck Mi. BerkshireCo. M»88. June 28- July 16. V7 TA-.cQ

;hkae pallasii. Eastern Hermit Ti
looo or I200 feet to 2900 feet.

Ank, VI. Ai«-il, I88G. P.107

78. Turdus aonalaschkae pallasii. Eastern Hermit Thrush.—Com-mon at elevations from 1000 or 1200 feet to 2900 feet.

Tardus The Hermit Thrush is another bird whose breeding
range draws a line between the two principal Fauna: of New Eno-land
being restricted in the breeding season to the Canadian Fauna as theWood Thrush is to the Alleghanian." In point of fact, the Hermit Thrush
breeds regularly in Massachusetts at many places in Essex and Mid
dlesex Counties, and on Cape Cod in abundance. Authenticated nests
have been taken at Gloucester, Beverly, and Concord, while in June and Tuly
we have heard many males singing near Hyannis, Marston's Mills, and
Osterville. Its distribution in the breeding season, so far from being
as IS elsewhere stated, closely coincident with that of Swainson's Thrush
IS rather to be compared with that of the Olive-sided Flycatcher which
breeds generally and most abundantly throughout the Canadian Fauna-
locally and sparingly, but still regulariy, in the Alleghaniau, and perhaps
occasionally just within the northern boundary of the Carolinian.

BuU. N.O.O. 9,Oot.l881.p. ^ J 7.
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The Breeding of the Hermit Thursh on Martha's Vineyard Island.

—

Mr. H. V. Greenough took on July 27, 1900, a female Hermit Thrush

{Hylocickla guttata pallasii] near Tashmoo Lake, West Chop, Martha's

Vineyard, Mass. The bird was heard singing, and a number of others of

its kind were seen, evidently of one family. Tlie bird taken is in very

worn breeding plumage. This is the first breeding record I believe for

this island.— Reginald Heber Howe, Jr., Long-wood, Mass.

Auk, XVIII, Jan., 1901, v-'if-

The Hermit Thrush on Martha's Vineyard, Mass.— Apropos of Mr.

Reginald Heber Howe's record of the Hermit Thrush on Martha's Vine-

yard Jthe following maybe of interest. In a list of birds read before the

Delaware Valley Ornithological Club, Feb. 2, 1899, the writer gave the

Hermit Thrush as a summer resident on Martha's Vineyard. My first

experience with this bird was in August, 1897, while camping on the

western shore of Lake Tashmoo, a small brackish pond in the northern

part of the island. Our camp was- situated upon a small promontory

which projects into the lake for about one hundred yards. Extending

between this point and the shore is a cove-shaped marsh covered with

sphagnum and freshened by numerous springs. On the side of the

marsh near the shore the bank ascends abruptly for eight or ten feet and

then slopes gradually back, at no place reaching a height of fifty feet.

Covering the point and extending half a mile back from the shore is a

grove of yellow pines. Here and there they have been cleared away,

giving place to an undergrowth of bay, high bush huckleberry, and vari-

ous species of oak. Further back fi om the shore the pines have so inter-

grown as to make it almost impere'-'able. Bordering on these is an oak

growth which where it encroaches upon the pines makes a dense and

well-shaded woods.

Early in the morning we would invariably find several Hermit Thrushes

near the springs. Soon, however, they would retire to the deep woods

whence we could hear their songs until late in the afternoon.

During each of the following summers I have made many ti-ips to this

locality, the earliest and latest dates being June 24 and September 27. Of

all the days spent there I can only recall one instance, a dark cloudy day

late in August, upon which I neither heard nor saw a Hermit Thrush.

Ahhough the writer has never found a nest he has seen the young birds

repeatedly and feels quite confident that at least three pairs nested there

during the past summer.

So far my experience leads me to believe that this " boreal island," occu-

pying less than one square mile, Is the only spot where the Hermit Thrush

nests on Martha's Vineyard.

—

Herbert L. Coggins, Germantown, Pa.
Auk, XVIII, Jan., 1901, p/j. i/t-112.

Hermit Thrush. One seen on the

vard Botanical Gardens in this city.

i 16 of Decei

w--^^uk, XIX, July, 1902, p.ilJ'J.

Hylocichia guttata pallasii. One heard singing on the Greylock range.

Aaii, Kix:, Oct., 1902. o, ^05""-



A Winter Record for the Hermit Thrush
( Hylocickla guttata fallasii)

in Eastern Massachusetts. — This species is sufficiently rare in winter in

Massachusetts to'make it of interest to record one seen by the writers in

Longwood, Brookline, Mass., January i, 1904., The bird was not at all

shy, and was observed for several minutes within a distance of a few feet,

so that its identification was easily determined. It was hopping about in

a clump of trees and bushes at the edge of a small pond, now and then
uttering its characteristic chuck.

Another Hermit Thrush, or possibly the same one, was observed at

Chesnut Hill, Mass., on January 8, 1904. It was watched for several min-
utes while it was picking at a small crust of bread which lay on the snow.
As the two localities mentioned are at least three miles apart, it is impos-
sible to tell whether this was the same bird as the one seen on January
I or not. Messrs. Howe and Allen in their 'Birds of Massachusetts,' p.

95, give only three winter records for the Hermit Thrush for this State.—
Francis G. and Maurice C. Blake, Brookline, Mass.

Auk, XXI, Apr. , 1904, p . ;? ^ 3

_

Hylocichla guttata pallasii. Observed on January i, 1904, in Brook-
Ime, Mass., and January 8, 1904, at Chestnut Hill, Mass. (Auk, Vol. XXI,
p. 283).— Francis G. and Maurice C. Blake, Brookline, Mass.

Auk, XXI, July. 1904. p . 39 / - 3?^,



WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 27, 1904

Dear Listener—It is of such unusual oc-
currence to see the Herrnit thrush in
Massachusetts at tills season, that I

thought other readers of the Transcript
might be interested to hear of It. On Sun-
day morning:, Jan. 24, at about eight-thirty
a beautiful Hermit thrush alighted on the
vine over our porch, and stayed nearly ten
minutes. Was very tame, as there were

jr of us close by the window watching,
d even when we carefully opened the

door and wlilstled a poor imitation of a
few of its notes, it only mo\ed its tail

slowly up and down, and looked at us with
;erest. Its plumage was in fine condi-

tion, and It looked plump and contented.
If I were not so well acquainted with Her-
mit thrushes, I should have hardly be-

lieved my own bird-eye, but Mr. Brewster,
a footnote in Mlnot'.s book, says: "It

has be«n found several times In midwinter
ir Boston." So I am perfectly sure
;re is no mistalce in Its identity. L. C.

West Medford.

Dear Listener—Your West Medford and
Boston correspondents, L. C. and H. W.
W., who have recorded the presence of
the hermit thrush about Boston in winter,
-will doubtless be Interested to hear of two
further records. A hermit thrush was seen

Jan, 1 in the morning at Hall's Pond,
Longwood. It was plump and active, hop-
ping about In a thicket of brambles, tilting

its tail and uttering- Its characteristic
"chuck." Another hermit thrush was seen
on Jan. 8 at Chestnut Hill. This hlrd wae
likewise plump and active, and seemed In

a perfectly healthy condition. From so
many records, It is evident that the hermit
thrush l3 wintering not at all uncommonly
with u-j this severe season

I

F. G. B. and M. C. B.
^.Erookllne. Feb. 2. - m . , ^a-,^

Dear Listener—Your West Medford corre-

spondent, "L. C," who saw a liermlt

thrush on the vine over the porch of the

house in the early forenoon of Jan. 24, will

bo Interested to learn that another bird

observer saw a hermit thrush on Jan. 21, in

Olmsted Park. He was seen as he came
on the wing to one of the little ponds, the

water of which keeps open during the

severest cold—sleek, quick of motion, pick-

ing at the water's edge, running on the

snow, lifting the tall v/hen stopping or

perching on a nearby bough, silent but as

animated as a hermit of the summer time

in the Northern forests; the bird, pre-

sumably the same I had seen also on Dec.
19 and 2» In the sam.e vicinity. We cer-

tainly have hermit thrushes wintering with
us this severe season of 1903-1901. It Is the

more remarkable since careful observation

of bird life in and about Boston during the

last four v/inters has not before placed In

my record the hermit thrush. This ice-

bound season has been chosen by the

species, therefore, to l:urther establish Mr.
1 William Brewster's statement, "Found sev-

eral times In midwinter, near Boston."
Other records of 'mine In December were:

1
Stonehamv Bear Hill, Dec. 5; Maiden, Pine

1 Banks Park, Dec. 12; Longwood, Riverway

t

Park, Dec. SO.

I

Your readers may also be interested to

1. know that there is one other species whose

presence with us may be even more sur-
prising, the mockingbird. I have seen one
in the same corner of Jamaica Pa.rk, Jan.
G, 7, 12, 13 and 23. It has, therefore, safely
passed through nights of 13° to 15° below
zero. Abundance of food Is present in the
berries remaining upon the shrubs. It is
a;^ked, is not this an escaped cage bird? It
may be answered, would such a one sur-
vive the extreme cold of this month? Other
mockingbird records, 1902 and 1903. have
been: Melrose, Oct. 16, 1902; Duxbury, Dec.
20, 1902, and June 18. 1903, and, upon reli-
able authority, continuou.sly resident from
Oct. 5 to June IS (later knowledge of It is
not mine) on a rather bleak point of land
jutting out into the ma.rshes; the Arbor-
etum, 1903, Feb. 26 and 27, March 2 and %
Api-il 21, singing, and seen by others re-
peatedly upon intervening and later dates;
Nahant, Dec. 2S, 1903. It seems hardly
possible that these five mockingbirds were
all escap'ed birds. On the other hand. It
seems quite probable that most of them
were never caged. Except in the case of
the Duxbury bird, to which a friend con-
ducted me, I .came upon the birds unex-
pecledly In my walks. It would seem a
rare experience if, under these circum-
stances, a single observer has fallen in
with escaped birds only. The pleasant in-
ference, which fairly may be drawn is
that the mockingbird is bedoming more
present with us than ten years ago. When
Mr. Brewster appended this one of hismany valuable footnotes to Minofs "Land
Birds," one or two specimens have been
taken in Massachusetts in winter
The South and the North are met to-

gether In Jamaica Park this winter, for in
close proximJly to the mockingbird mav be
seen a flock of pine grosbeaks feeding con-
tentedly on the berries and expressing the
pleasure of companionship in soft, sweet
tones, as they move through the shrubbery.
Not far distant on Jan. 23 was seen another
bird of the North, a snow bunting, upon the
snowy roadv/ay of the park, where he was
Intently occupied In picking up his noonday
meal, merely avoiding the sleighs as they
passed, and heeding them scarcely more
than a house sparrow would. The dense
fog of the morning no doubt gave him
greater courage, and the complete envelop-
ment of the landscape in snow and Ice as
well as fog, must have been as congenial to
him as would be Nahant or Ipswich. It
was my first record of a snowflake in the
park, and it is to be credited to Brookiine.
It may be mentioned that a flock of robins
numbering fifteen or more is frequenting
the Arboretum, and that on Jan. 11 and 12
a Wilson's snipe made a brief visit there,
finding the shallow run of water over un-
frozen ground at the north gate adapted to
the use of his long bill In probing for neces-
sary food. H. -w. W.
Boston, Jan. 28. /ff /v^-lySf?)
Last Sunday morning, it will be remei^

bered, was quite warm and pleasant—one of
the few days of the month of which as
much can be said—and Mr. G. A. Spooner
and a friend saw In Franklin Park a flock
of as many as twenty-flve robins, a dozen
pine grosbeaks, all females, some downy
woodpeckers, male and female, chickadees, .

.iuncos and bluejays. The woods Seem to
be full of them, and a bright day will bring
some of them out from their refuges.

i
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1 I shot a Heraiit Thrush

the middle of January,

V O.&O. VllL Octfl883. p. i-6

A Partial Albino Hermit Thrush {Turdus aoualasMa; fallasit).-!

have a male of this species taken in this vicinity October 27, 1SS5, which

has the top of the head and the back light gray. Below white, the spots

on the breast being fairly distinct. Tail and the primaries and second-

aries fawn color.—JNO. H. Sage, Portland, Conn.

Auk, 8, AprU, 1886. p. .

General Notes. Notes from OonMoMoTlt.
Jno. 1 S ige, PoTtlAnd..

Turdus aonalaschkae pallasii.— Two nests of the Hermit Thrush, each

containini^ lliree fresli eg^s, were taken at Norfolk, June 20 and 23, 1S93,
^

bv Mr. Tival. He found this Thrusli common there. I tliink the actual 1

ncslin" dale in Connecticut has not previously been recortled.— Jno. H. I

^^^K, Portland, Conn. Auk X . Oot , 1893 p 871.

The Hermit Thrush Breeding in Litchfield County, Connecticut.

—

On July 23, 1910, I found a nest of a Hermit Thrush near the top of Bear
Mountain, Litchfield County, Connecticut. The nest was about a half

mile south of the Massachusetts line, and two or three miles east of the

New York line, and at an altitude of about 2300 feet. The bird was
flushed from the nest by a companion who was walking with me, and I

had only a momentary glimpse of it as it flew away. Although I re-

mained in the vicinity of the nest for quite a long time, the bird did not

return, but the glimpse that I had was sufficient to show that it was neither

a Wood Thrush nor a Wilson's Thrush. The locality and construction

of the nest, and the size and color of the eggs, seem to conclusively estab-

lish that of the remaining possible thrushes, the bird must have been a

Hermit Thrush. Dr. Louis B. Bishop, of New Haven, Conn., agrees with
this identification, and tells me that it is the second record for Connecticut.

The nest was placed on a broad flat rock, under the shelter of a blueberry

bush, and was embedded in gray moss. The nest was deeply cupped, and
very neat. It was built externally of small sticks, most of them rotten and
pulverized; the next layer was of grasses and fine twigs, with a good deal of

green moss, and a few leaves, which, however, were not at all conspicuous,

the moss being worked up around the edge of the nest, so that the general

outer appearance of the nest was chiefly green. The nest was lined en-

tirely, and very neatly, with long pine needles.

There were two fresh eggs in the nest, which measured .63 X .83 inches.

They were a pale blue. Upon comparison with my series of eggs, I find

that the blue is somewhat darker than that of a Bluebird, but fully as

light as either a Robin's or a Wood Thrush's. Compared with the eggs

of the WOson's Tlirush, the eggs are strildngly blue, and without any
pronounced greenish tinge.— Louis H. Pobteb, Stanford, Conn.

AOk 97.O«l*10i0 m /



Late Breeding op the Hermit Thrtjsh in

Northern New York.—On the 24th of

August, 1879, Dr. Frederick H. Hoadley

and myself found a nest of the Hermit

Thrush, containing three fresh eggs, at

Locust Grove, in Lewis County, New York.

It was on the ground, near an old log, in

an open place in the woods ; and I almost

stepped on it before the parent bird flew

off. Two weeks later there were three

young in the nest. They were very small

and helpless, and evidently not more than

a day or two old.

—

C. Hart Merriam, M.
D.. Tionint Grove, JV. Y.

O.&O. VH.Nov.l882,p, /7/

S«n»e Birds of Le-wis Go, N.T.
C. Hart Marriam

Mrdus^llasi,
, ^ ^

! Bull. N.O.O. 3, April, 1878. p. 53

Arrivals ofMig'y Birds, Spring-1886
Central Park, N. T. City.A. G. Paine?Jr.

April 10, TurduH aonalaschkce pallasii, (759*). I

Htrmit Thrush.

O.& O. X1.3Qly.ia86.p, .09

Birds of the Adirondack Region,
O.H.MerriMtt.

5. Hylocichla unalascae pallasi {Cuban.) Ridgw. Hermit Thrush.
—Abundant summer resident.

Bali, N.O.O, «,Oct, 1881. p,22e

430. Late Breeding of the Hermit Thrush in Northern Nevj Tork.

By C. Hart Merriam, M. D. Ibid., p. 171.—Fresh eggs found August 24,

1870, at Locust Grove, Lewis Co. Q..SsQ. VWi, YIX

Notes from V/estorn New York.

Maurice G. Blake, Hanover, N.H.

HylooiMa guttata pallasii.^ Two Hermit Thrushes in song J^pe 2

two others June 3, 1906, in the vicinity of West River were recorded by

Mr Antes and me. It would seem that this bird is probably a not rare

summer resident in Yates County. "Nest found in Yates Co., May 29,



NotAB on Some Winter R«eidenfc8 of
Hudson Valley. B.A.Mearns.

2. Turdus pallasi. Hermit Thrush.-— A few sometimes winter

along the Hudson. In the Highlands, during the severe winter of 1874 - 75,

when birds of the Canadian Fauna, such as Pinicola enucleator, Loxia leu-

coptera, L. cwvirostra var. americana, yEgiothtis tinaria, Chrysomiiris pinus,

and Plectrophanes nivalis, were very numerous, the Hermit Thrushes were

frequently observed or shot. They were found only in the cedar groves by

the river, and were very shy and silent
;
only occasionally uttering, in a low

tone, their customary chuck. These wintering birds remained until the

middle of March, and the regular migrants began to arrive April 2. No
Hermits were seen here during the past extremely mild winter (187 7 -78)

;

but " Mr. A. J. Huyler, a competent observer, told Mr. Ernest Inger-

soll, on several occasions, that he had seen Turdus pallasi at Tenafly,

N. J. [opposite Kiverdale, N. Y.], during each month of the past winter,

— of course not in any great numbers." * Mr. Huyler since writes me that

he " took a specimen of T. pallasi during the past winter, about the mid-

dle of February." Mr. Eugene P. Bicknell, of Riverdale, N. Y. (to

whom I am indebted for many valuable notes on our winter birds), writes

me :
" The extremes of early arrival and late departure of this species

are April 11 and November 20, both dates being in 1875; though on

February 28 (same year) I saw one in a grove of pine-trees, feeding on

the dried berries of sumach (Rhus), and appearing quite at home. I

again observed it (doubtless the same bird) at the .same place, on March
28." * I have observed a great irregularity in the migrations of this species,

both as to abundance and time of arrival.

BoU. N.O.O. 4, Jan. . 1679, p.SS

* There is a notice in "Forest and Stream" newspaper of the occurrence

of a Hermit Thrush, at St. John, N. B., on January 11, 1878 ; and there are

numerous records of its capture, in winter, in Southern New England.

Hermit Tuwiw (Hylocichla guttata fallasii).— N&xy scarce during

their usual migration dates. For some unaccountable reason their move-

ments to the south seem to have been postponed so long that, by the advent

of severe weather, many of them came to grief. A single specimen was

noted on Nov. 13, 19031 next seen on Dec. 26, and again on Dec. 31.

The weather was then very cold, the ground covered with snow, and the

specimens were in an emaciated condition. The last chapter in the

tragedy was revealed by a specimen found under the edge of a sheltering

embankment, frozen to death, on January 5, 1904. The ground was then

covered with snow, about a foot deep on the level, and traveling was very

hard, so that I covered only a small section of country during my obser-

vations, but, judging by the several instances in which I noted the birds,

many hundreds must have perished, in the aggregate.— Willis W.
WoRTHi.NtGTON, Shelter Island Heights. N. V. „c- T

Auk, Ixi, Apr. , 1904. ^.^^7

35. Hylocichla guttata pallasii. Hermit Thrush.— Given only as a
common transient visitant, which would be my verdict. Mr. Miller,"how-
ever, found it breeding commonly at Peterboro.

/?y Wlil^^^ . V^iT^ycm, Auk, XX. .laly, 190S, p



The Hermit Thrush as a Summer Resident of Long Island, N. Y.—
Late in the afternoon of July 13, 1908, while walking along the road be-
tween Holbrook and Patchogue, L. I., about two miles from the latter
place, I heard a Hermit Thrush {Hylocichla guttata pallaaii) singing at a
distance of about a hundred yards from the road. After stalking it for
more than half an hour I was able to secure a good view of the bird with an
opera-glass and complete the identification, although the song, with which
I was familiar, had been unmistakable from the first. Meantime the bird
had been singing continually, except when I would disturb it by approach-
mg too closely. I am quite certain that I heard one other Hermit Thrush
singing in the vicinity at the same time.

The locality is densely grown with young white oaks {Qmrcus alba)
eachmg a height of perhaps twenty or twenty-five feet, together with a
few scattered pitch pines (Pinus rigida). The underbrush is composed
largely of short blueberry bushes. The place is only forty feet above sea
level, and three miles distant from Great South Bay.

This seems to be the first adult Hermit Thrush observed on Long Island
durmg the breeding seasoii, though there are two previous records for
mmiature bu-ds (Butcher, Auk, 111, 188(3, pp. 44B, 444, and uraisim, auk,
XXIV, 1907, pp. 186-189). Dr. Braislin, in the reference just cited, says,

"Further investigation will probably show that the Hermit Thrush is,

though rare, a regular smnmer resident on Long Island."

—

Fkancis
Haepee, College Point, N. Y.

Ank 2«s,oct.i908,p.

A Colony of Hermit Thrushes at Taphank, Long Island, N. Y.— On
the afternoon of the 25th of July, 1908, I heard an unfamiliar bird song
in the woods at the easterly end of the village of Yaphank, not far from
the middle of Long Island. Upon investigation I found several of the
birds, but as they sang from the tops of the pines or other trees, it was
difficult for me to secure a good view with my glass. Early the next morn-
ing I was more fortunate, and secured a much better view of a rather tame
bird, and was convinced that I had to do with Hermit Thrushes {Hylocichla

guttata pallasi) resident on Long Island in mid-summer. This idea, how-
ever, was not strengthened by an examination of the literature, and it

seemed from the records
. quite improbable that a colony of Hermit

Thrushes should reside so far south as Yaphank, Long Island, and only
40 feet above the level of the sea.

Later I read with interest the article by Mr. Francis Harper in 'The Auk'
for October, 1908, wherein he records a Hermit Thrush singing in the woods
between Holbrook and Patchogue, Long Island. He also mentions the
two previous Long Island records for immature birds and quotes from Dr.
Braislin that, "Further investigation will probably show that the Hermit
Thrush is, though rare, a regular summer resident on Long Island."

From observations made during July, 1909, 1 may state that the Hermit
Thrush is one of the most common birds at Yaphank, and that I have
heard as many as four singing at one time. On one occasion on the 31st of

the month, one sang for over an hour with only momentary intermissions

caused by its changing its position among the trees, or by my approaching
too near. It, however, was a tame bird, and vei-y accommodating. I

found that the thrushes were not only abundant in the pitch pine and oak
•woods at the easterly end of the village, but that they were to be met with
in the woods several miles to the north, in the vicinity of Longwood manor
house. This district appears then to be the chief summer home of the
Hermit Thrush on Long Island, and the ornithologist may with certainty

expect to hear this fine songster if he but repair to Yaphank at the proper
season.— Wm. T. Davis, New Brighton, Siaten Island, N. Y. ,
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Notes concerning certain birds of Long Isl

New Yorl^.. By William C.Braislin, M.D.

Hylocichla aonalaschkae pallasii. Hermit Thrush.— Mr. Wm.
Butcher has related in 'The Auk' (III, 1886, p. 443) the evi-

dence obtained favoring the probable occurrence of this thrush as

a summer resident on Long Island, but as no further data

appeared in relation to the matter the possibility of its being a

breeding species remained problematical. In reply to an inquiry,

Mr. Arthur H. Howell kindly wrote me that he has twice heard

the notes of what he regarded without doubt as the Hermit Thrush

in summer on Long Island, during the time of liis collecting here.

He had once heard it at Lake Ronkonkoma north of the lake, and

again near Coram on the old bicycle path which crosses the center

of the island, connecting Port Jefferson and Patchogue. On
both occasions the song was heard in the low range of hills running

the length of Long Island. To obtain if possible further informa-

tion regarding the species as a summer resident, Mr. George K.

Cherrie and I journeyed to Lake Ronkonkoma on June 9, 1906,

whence on foot we covered as much of the ground in the east and

north as we were able on that day. The list of species which we
made proved most interesting to us. The object of our search was

not met with until almost at the end of our stay, when a single

immature Hermit Thrush was shot. This was the only thrush of

any species and the only individual of this species seen on that date.

It was found in a wood of mostly deciduous timber. In the

tracts where the pines predominated Prairie Warblers, Mourning

Doves, Blue Jays, and Chewinks were abundant. Twenty-five

species of birds were observed. Neither the Wood Thrush nor

Wilson's Thrush was seen.

The young bird taken was probably not twenty-four hours out

of the nest, in fact it corresponded in every particular with young

Hermit Thrushes taken from the nest by Mr. Cherrie in Vermont

the preceding season.

Obtaining this young bird, practically a nestling, unable to fly

any considerable distance, was satisfactory evidence to us that the

Hermit Thrush is a nesting species on Long Island. Our not

meeting with adult birds would seem to indicate that on Long

Island the Hermit Thrush is equally as shy as elsewhere, and

perhaps to an even greater degree. We likewise decided, largely

from the same reason— that of our not meeting an adult speci-

men— that it is but a rare summer resident. In this we may
be in error. The nature of the ground they occupy here may
give the birds need for special caution in exposing themselves,

while it is possible that they may occur more commonly in other

parts of the island than in the region visited.

Ank, 24, Apr., 1007, p. /^^-Z S
^,



Birds Observed at Ooosada. Alabama
N.C.Brown

3. Turdus pallasi, Cab. Hermit Thrush.— Common and generally

distributed up to within a few daya of my departure. I was surprised, in

this southern latitude, to iind that the males became musical as spring

advanced. On March 16 I heard the first song, and during the following

three weeks it was one of the commonest wood sounds.

BullN.O.O. 3, Oct., 1878, p. 199

Winter Birds at Princeton, N.J. - Scott

//7f.

On January 17j^after a heavy fall of snow, there being from a

foot to eighteen inches on the ground, I took a male Hermit Thrush,

the only one seen during the month.

BuU. N.O.O. 4, April, 1879, p. 81

BirdB Obsd. at Gainesville, Pla. Nov.
27,'86-May27, 87. P.M.Chapman.

147. Turdus aonalaschkse pallasii. Hermit Thrush. — Abundant in

the hummocks and common in the pineries. Several were heard singing

January 8, and from March 10 to 26, they sang occasionally. Few were

noted after the last named date until the time of their final departure,

April IS.

Auk, V. July, 1888. p. 277

I

Winter Food of Birds in the South.
O. S. Brimley, Raleigh, N.O.

!
Hermit Thrush, {Hylocidila pallasi). Feeds

indisuriminately onallkuids of berries through-
out the winter—Dogwood, Frost Grapes, Cedar
and Holly being the favorites.

O.&o. XII. July lae? p./^r.

Abundance of the Hermit Thrush in winter near Washington,
D. C. —During the winter of 1879-80, the Hermit Thrush was commonly
distributed throughout the woods of the District of Columbia as well as

those of Alexandria County, Virginia. As the occurrence of this species

in winter is not recorded in the lists of District birds, I, at that time,

considered its appearance as exceptional and due to the unusual mildness

of the season.

The present winter, however, has been one of remarkable severity in

this part of the country, the rivers having frozen in November, while the

ground has been covered with snow, from nine to twelve inches deep, since

December 20, On the ist of January, while hunting for birds among the

wooded hills which border the Virginia shore of the Potomac, I again

met with this species. These hills are very wild and steep, densely cov-

erved with a growth of young trees, and intersected by numerous deep

ravines, through which streams of water work their way to the river. In

these secluded places numbers of birds had sought shelter from the cold,

which, during the night, had been intense, the thermometer registering

a temperature of fourteen degrees below zero. The first Thrush noticed

was shot about ten o'clock in a clump of saplings a few yards from the

river's bank. In the course of the day seven other individuals were ob-

served. They frequented the most sheltered and tangled portions of the

ravines, principally near the summits of the hills. They were silent and

solitary, and so tame that they frequently permitted an approach to within

five or six yards before leaving their perch.

My brother obtained another specimen in the same locality on the 4th

and reported them more numerous than on the ist. I observed three more
individuals in the woods bordering on Rock Creek on the 9th, a few hours

after a snow storm.—George Shoemaker, Georgetown, D. C.

Bull,N.O.C. 6,April. 1881, p, //^-//f.



Summer Birds of the Pennsylvania
Alleghiiiies. J. D-wight.Jr.

Turdus aonalaschkae pallasii. Hermit Thrush.—Among some scat-

tered pines at the top of Wopsononock Mountain I found a pair feeding

their joung. As the abundance of this species can best be determined

about sunset, when every male is pouring forth its evening song (and the

same remark applies to T. u. sivatnsonit) , I cannot say how abundant it

is at this point. It was not encountered at Cresson, but in the deep

woods of North Mountain it found a congenial home and was very numer-

ous. Often it was possible to distinguish a dozen singing at the same

time in the early morning or late evening hours. There was an overhang-

ing cliff commanding a deep, narrow valley, whence at sunset even a

greater number might be heard, their notes blending with those of the

Olive-baeked and Wood Thrushes. I have listened to the songs of all

these birds many times, but never before have I heard all these species

singing at the same time and had such opportunities for comparing their

notes. I am satisfied that the song of the Hermit Thrush is more beau-

tiful than that of the much-renowned Wood Thrush. There isa liquid,

ringing sweetness about it, that is only matched in part by the song of

the latter. The notes of the Olive-backed Thrush are inferior to both,

although delivered with more swing and emphasis than either. The

Hermit Thrush is one of the characteristic Canadian birds found in this

region. Baird did not meet with it in summer. Dr. Warren says : "This

species, it is stated, breeds sparingly irf-some of our higher mountainous

districts." Auk. 9, April. 1899. p. /V/. _
General Notes.

Mountaina.Penn. Witmer Stone.

Turdus aonalaschkK pallasii.—One specimen secured. The elevation
and location of the Pocono plateau is such as to warrant a fauna quite as
boreal as that found at Harveys Lake and North Mt.,' but the virgin forest
has been entirely cleared away in the vicinity of Mt. Pocono and with it

have disappeared the northern species of birds, a few only remaining in

the deep ravines where they still find a congenial home in the rhododen-
dron thickets, and the scant growth of hemlocks which escaped the lum-
berman's axe.

That the fauna of the Poconos was once quite as rich in boreal forms as
the northern Alleghanies is shown by the fact that a few miles beyond
Tolyhanna Mills (northwest of Mt. Pocono), where there still remains a
portion of the virgin hemlock forest, my friend, Mr. Stewardson Brown,
found (July 24, 1893) the Junco and Winter Wren in addition to the species
above mentioned. Mr. Brown also observed a large flock of Red Crossbills
at Tolyhanna, and in a clearing near the hemlock tract, he is positive he
heard several White-throated Sparrows singing. As Mr. Brown is

thoroughly acquainted with this bird he could hardly have been mistaken,
but it is unfortunate that he was unable to secure a specimen, as this is,

so far as I am aware, the first record of the occurrence of this species in
Pennsylvania in tlie breeding season.—Witmer Stone, Academy of
Natural Sciences, Philadelphia, Pa.

1 See Stone, Proc. Acad. Nat. Sci. Phila., 1891, p. 431, and Dwight, Auk, 1892, p. 129.

Auk XI. April. 18©4 Pi 182

i-i]j'.^iids, Wasi'sin.;: oil *ud
British Columbia Birds.

Turdus aonalaschkae pallasii. Hermit Thrush.—The presence of

this species breeding in the region around Lake La Uache, B. C, as

attested by four skins in the collection, further complicates the relation-

ships of this genus in the Northwest. Neither aiiduboni nor pallasii

was found in any other part of British Columbia. I found aonalaschkm

breeding in the Rocky Mountains at Field. It is doubtful if aiiduboni

reaches the forty-ninth pai allel. If, as seems probable, it be found that/a/-

and aoiialaschlfce breed indifferently across common ground in the

central and Rocky Mountain regions of British Columbia, withoutthe inter-

vention of intergrades, a more definite separation of the two is necessitated.

Owing to the limited series obtained in evidence of this, a satisfactory con-

clusion cannot now be reached. Two points at least are established; first

the breeding of aonalaschkce in the Rocky Mountains; second, the breed-

ing of pallasii west of the Rockies and south of the fifty-second parallel.

Auk X, Jan, 1893. p.2^f-



The Singing of Birds. H. P. BiokneU.

Turdus nanus. Hermit Thrush.

Though this little Thnish is always to be found with us during

its migrations, it was only after some years of observation that I

discovered that it ever sang near the sca-coast in this latitude.

Either it is very furtive-voiced while it is with us, or singing is

exceptional. Twice onh' have I heard its song away from its

summer home,—on April 36, 1878, and April 29, 1S79. In both

cases the songs were faint and of an unfinished character, and

positive identification only satisfied me that they were of this spe-

cies. It is probable that this Thrush sings occasionally in the

autumn ; for there is little doubt that I heard it on October iS,

1880. It was in the dusk of the early morning, and the song,

though several times repeated, was not clearly heard. It was,

however, from a Hylocickia, and sounded most like that of the

Hermit Thrush, the only one of the smaller Thrushes which

was present at the time in any munbers.

The call-note of the Hermit Thrush is very diflerent from that

of any other species of its group which occurs with us. It is a

low chtick, suggestive of the note of a distant Blackbird. The
Hermit Thrush possesses the singular habit of demurely raising

its tail and allowing it to fall back slowly to its natural position
;

this strange movement recurs at intervals and often follows the

act of perching. Does it bear any relation to the cliaracteristic

caudal activity of the Water-thrushes and some of the Warblers.?

Auk, I, April, 1884. p. .
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Notes- Eggs of Thrushes & Thrashers,
ij

H. Gt. Parker.
Hermit Thrush {llijlocichla unalasae pallasi)

.

Eg^s generally four in number, average size I

.90X.66. Though very similar to the eggs of

Wilson's Thrush, those of the present species

appear to be possessed of a much more delicate

and lighter shade of blue ; the similarity like-

wise extends to the nests of these two species.

In one set of these eggs minute pin point spots

of black are apparent to the eye, and upon ap-

plying a strong glass they appear even more

distinctly. In two eggs of the set these spots

are easily observed, and on the third egg en-

tirely lacking. A number of applications of an

acid wash have failed to remove them.

The nest is found in swampy or low places,

and the breeding range is from Massachusetts

northward. Two sets collected in Ontario, on

j

May 30th and June 23rd, ]886, respectively

measure .89x.66; .88x.68; .93x.6o; .89x.66,

I and .90 X. 65; .86 X.63; .84 X.62.

;

O.&O. XII. May. 1887 p. 69-^^

Nesting of the Hermit Thrush.

J This Thrush has not until the present
year been know^n to breed in this (Hills-
boro) county. Therefore it is with great
pleasure that I am able to announce,
through these columns, the taking of two
sets the past season. The credit of taking
the first set belongs to Mr. Dinsmore, of
this place, who is a most thorough collec-
tor and field naturalist.

The second set, which I collected my-
self on July 8, is now in my collection.

This set I found accidentally while walk-
ing through a blueberry patch a few rods
from a swampy stream.

The bird left the nest when I was but
three feet distant and flew about thirty feet

to a small tree, where she perched for

some time watching me examine the nest.

Finally she flew away to some thick

growth and disappeared.

The nest was built in a small depression
in the leaves, and composed of leaves,

grass, and weed stalks with a strip of thin

bark about the outer edge. It was lined

with pine needles and horse-hair. The
nest measures in depth outside 2.5 inches.

Inside 1.25 inches; the width outside is

4.5 inches ; inside 2.5 inches.

The nest contained threa bluish green
eggs, the average size of which is .67X.94
inches. Ar^ur M. Farmer.
Amoskeag, N.H.

0.&0 Vol.17, dot.1802 p. 155-56
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NOTES ON A CAPTIVE HERMIT THRUSH.

BY DANIEL E. OWEN.

June 26, 1896, while exploring a small patch of mixed growth

in search of birds, I fell in with a young Hermit Thrush, accom-

panied by its parents. The young bird was just from the nest

and had such ill control of its faculties and muscles that, ulti-

mately, after a laborious flight of seven or eight yards, it alighted

at my very feet. I captured the youngster, by dropping my
hat over it, and having tied the bird, loosely, in my handker-

chief, carried it home in my collecting basket. For the next five

weeks, the Thrush was my constant study companion, and during

this period discovered so many attractive traits that when I came

to restore my captive to its native wood, the parting was, to one

of us, the occasion of real regret.

I domiciled my little orphan in a large, old-fashioned canary

cage which was allowed to stand, most of the time, on the sill of

an open window. At first the Thrush objected to this durance

vile, expressing its distaste by ejaculatory ' peeps ' which, June

28, attracted to the roof, near the window, a sympathetic Chipping

Sparrow, and caused a Robin in a neighboring tree to sound

a loquacious and protracted alarm. But the imprisoned bird

inserting the pieces of meat between the young bird's gaping

mandibles, I dipped them in water by way of lubrication, in order

that they, readily, might slip down the bird's throat. This was

the more necessary because the bird, often, would refuse to swal-

low unless the food had been placed far back in the mouth, at the

very entrance to the gullet. Moreover, it seemed well to supply

Skipping the western types, our eastern Turdus '^fallasi"

comes next. Nearly all the names of this shy and solitary bird

refer to its habit of haunting for the most part the undergrowth

of secluded and damp woods. Its small size and distinguishingly

reddish tail supply the rest. Following is the list : Hermit or

Solitary Thrush; Grive or Merle solitaire (Canada) ;
Ground

Swamp Robin (Maine) ; Little Swamp Robin and Rufous-

tailed Thrush. Bull. N. 0.0, 8. ApU. 1883, p. 73-



Owen, A Captive Hermit Tlirush.

seemed soon to realize that remonstrance was of no avail, and by

June 29 its impatience had given way to a philosophic serenity

and composure that rarely were disturbed during the remainder

of our acquaintance.

It was astonishing to see how quickly and well the Thrush

adjusted itself to novel conditions. By the twenty-ninth of June,

that is, after three days of confinement, the bird was not only on

the best of terms with me, but we had learned to communicate.

I found that a very gentle kissing sound, made with the lips, at

once attracted its attention, causing it to ruffle its feathers, as

young birds do on the approach of the old ones, and giving rise to

an expectant attitude generally. Having secured its attention, I

had then only to open the cage door, when the bird would come

out, hop into my lap, and open wide its mouth. In a few days

more, the Thrush had learned my step and my whistle. Its recog-

nition of these sounds was voiced in a succession of chirps, which,

usually, had an imperative tone, or a coaxing one, and indicated

an empty stomach. If my absence had been rather long and the

bird's meal unduly delayed, its piping voice took on a mandatory

key which bordered on imprecation. When well fed and com-

fortably at rest on its perch, the little fellow had a habit of triUing

softly, as if talking to itself. This trill had a remarkable property

of ventriloquism that led me, at first, to ascribe the notes to a

bird out of doors ; but I soon learned their author and came to

take pleasure in their assurance of genuine contentment.

When captured, my Thrush was unable to feed itself, so I had

to make my bungling fingers do the work of a mother-bird's

dexterous bill. Knowing that it would be a good deal of a task

to furnish, altogether, food of the same nature as that provided

by the parent birds, I made the experiment of substituting, to some

extent, for grubs, earthworms, and insects, raw beef cut into bits

about one centimeter long by half a centimeter wide. Before

inserting the pieces of meat between the young bird's gaping

mandibles, I dipped them 'in water by way of lubrication, in order

that they, readily, might slip down the bird's throat. This was

the more necessary because the bird, often, would refuse to swal-

low unless the food had been placed far back in the mouth, at the

very entrance to the gullet. Moreover, it seemed well to supply

Skipping the western types, our eastern Turdus "-pallasi"

comes next. Nearly all the names of this shy and solitary bird

refer to its habit of haunting for the most part the undergrowth

of secluded and damp woods. Its small size and distinguishingly

reddish tail supply the rest. Following is the list : Hermit ox

Solitary Thrush; Grive or Merle solitaire (Canada) ;
Ground

Swamp Robin (Maine) ; Little Swamp Robin and Rufous-

tailed Thrush. BnU, N.O.O, S.ApU. 1883, p. 73 •



Owen, A Caftive Hermit Thrui.li. 3

water, in some way, to the digestive tract of the Thrush, which

for many days refused to drink. Although the bird bathed almost

daily, and once, at least, bathed twice in one day, up to July 31,

when observation was discontinued, it drank in my presence but

three times. These exceptions to its rule of abstinence occurred

during some hot weather toward the end of its confinement.

The young Thrush took kindly to its diet of meat. June 28,

between 8 a. m. and 7 p. m., it was fed eight times and swallowed

27 bits of meat. June 29, between 8 a. m. and 8 p. m., it was fed

ten times and ate 25 pieces of meat. In order to get a more

definite idea of the appetite that demanded this amount of solid

nourishment, I began, July 4, to weigh the bird's food, as well as

the bird itself. As this- little investigation proceeded, it became

apparent that the bird's weight fluctuated greatly within a space

of twenty-four hours. Thus July 4, at night, the Thrush weighed

30 grammes, while in the morning of July 5 it weighed but 25.5

grammes, a loss during the night of 4.5 grammes. To appre-

ciate the significance of this variation, let it be noted that the

loss in a single night was 15 per cent of the total weight, so

that if a 150 pound man were to suffer the same diminution in

avoirdupois, between going to bed and rising, he would lose no

less than 22.5 pounds.

In order to get comparable figures, I made it a practice, there-

fore, after July 5, to weigh the bird in the morning. For the five

days,' July 4 to July 8, inclusive, the bird's average weight was

27.7 grammes, and the average weight of meat eaten daily, 13.56

grammes. These figures do not convey a strictly accurate idea of

the bird's appetite, because I was absent from my study several

hours daily, and the Thrush, undoubtedly, would have eaten more

if assiduously tended. For example, July 7, between the hours of

11.30 A. M. and 8.45 P.M., being constantly looked after, the

bird ate 12 grammes of meat, nearly as much as its average for a

whole day ; and although my record indicates that it ate about 50

per cent of its weight in meat, yet I feel certain that under the

most favorable conditions it would have made way with at least its

own weight of raw beef, daily.

While meat formed the staple diet of my Thrush, during the first

weeks of its confinement, and was used, more or less, throughout,

Skipping the western types, our eastern Turdus pallasi"

comes next. Nearly all the names of this shy and solitary bird

refer to its habit of haunting for the most part the undergrowth

of secluded and damp woods. Its small size and distinguishingly

i-eddish tail supply the rest. Following is the list : Hermit or

Solitary Thrush; Grive or Merle solitaire (Canada)
;
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Swamp Robin (Maine) ; Little Swamp Robin and Rufous-
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I began, early, to experiment witlr such food as I thought likely

would have fallen to the lot of the Thrush had it been left to the

care of its parents. Thus, July i, I fed to the bird a number of

earthworms. For convenience' sake, I cut a few of the biggest

worms into two or three pieces, each of which was as large as an

ordinary worm. Counting these pieces as whole worms, and this

is legitimate, considering their size, the Thrush ate 19 worms
between the hours of 8.30 a. m. and i p. m., four hours and a half.

This is at the rate of 4 worms per hour, or one worm every fifteen

minutes. These figures, again, do not represent the capacity of

the bird truthfully because I had not become expert in feeding,

and after I had made several unsuccessful efforts to thrust the

wriggling object in my fingers down the bird's throat, it often

would shut its mouth in disgust and refuse the worm.

July 3 came the discovery that the Hermit Thrush is fastidious in

its diet. At 1.45 on that day, the bird weighed 25.2 grammes.
At the same hour, I weighed out 7.5 grammes of worms taken

from a manure heap. In 30 minutes, the bird had eaten four

grammes of the worms. If it had continued at the same rate, it

would have eaten its own weight in worms in 3.15 hours; but it

soon appeared that the bird did not relish the flavor of these

dunghill delicacies. It made a great splutter in eating the worms
and frequently rejected them with every symptom of nausea and
abhorrence, wiping its bill on the nearest object, which was,

generally, my hand. So I threw away the remainder of this lot of

worms and renewed the experiment with five grammes of worms
taken from cool, black, garden mould. These the bird dispatched,

with evident relish, in just 30 minutes more. At this rate, it

would have eaten its own weight of acceptable worms in about two

hours and a half ! My record of later experiments, however,

indicates that the Thrush would not prove quite so voracious a

songster. Just how long it would take the young bird to eat its

own weight in worms, I never accurately ascertained. To know
this would, indeed, be interesting, but it would be of small scien-

tific value since the conditions of captivity differ widely from those

surrounding a bird in the wild state.

The results of the raw meat and the worm experiments caused

me to infer a rapid digestion on the part of the young Thrush. It

T^^W^™/ /^.^^^^ ^^*-.^^x^^--./^^--^--%^'^•
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was not long before I had an opportunity of verifying this pre-

sumption. July 1 1, I was shown, in a blueberry patch, a nest which

I took to be that of a Hermit Thrush. Judging that the location of

this nest might imply a fondness for blueberries on the part of the

Thrush, I introduced a few berries, July 13, into my bird's cage.

The avidity with which they were seized and swallowed showed

that my conjecture had been well founded. The coloring matter

of the berries dyed the bird's excretions, and it occurred to me
that this fact furnished a ready method of finding the length of

time required by the Thrush to digest blueberries. The test was

made July 25. At 12.56 p.m. of that day, the bird voided white

excrement and was fed, at once, with blueberries. At 2.28 p. m.,

one hour and thirty-two minutes later, it dropped blue excrement

mingled with berry seeds. If this experiment is trustworthy, and

I see no reason to doubt the accuracy of its method, the time

required for a blueberry to traverse the digestive tract was, practi-

cally, one hour and a half.

I have said that, at first, my little captive was unable to feed

itself. Generally speaking, this is true ; but the bird soon acquired

a habit of picking up occasional morsels and at the time of its

release, July 31, it could get along very well without assistance,

although, even then, it preferred to be fed.

The bird began to peck at imaginary objects, in a desultory way,

June 29. In the morning of July i, while the Thrush was on a

window sill, a favorite perch when liberty had been granted it, I

put beside it a piece of earth-worm. It eyed the worm for a

moment and then attacked it in dead earnest. In its enthusiasm,

the bird lost its balance and fell off the sill ; but later, when it had

regained its equilibrium, mental and physical, it managed to get

away with several worms unassisted. July 3, the Thrush spent

some time on the floor of my study, running about, sometimes

making short flights, and displaying, withal, a great deal of curiosity.

My shoes, particularly the lace fastenings, the carpet tacks, and a

pair of ring staples on a box, were all critically examined and

pecked at ; but the favorite subject of investigation was a small

piece of waste paper that lay on the floor. The paper was red on

one side and white on the other and was picked up and tossed

about very frequently. July 8, the bird discovered a fondness for

Skipping the western types, our eastern Turdus ''fallasi"

comes next. Nearly all the names of this shy and solitary bird
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house flies, to which, when placed in its cage, dead or disabled, it

helped itself. Later it developed considerable skill as a flycatcher

and no insect was safe within the wires of its cage. The bird's

predilection for pulling over paper grew on it. It was very amus-

ing to see it alight on my study table and essay, forthwith, to look

beneath each separate sheet of paper lying thereon. This habit I

took to be a display of instinct, which, exercised in the woods,

would lead the bird to overhaul leaves and other similar rubbish

in search of food.

The behavior of the Thrush at various times gave me several

hints as to the habits of its species in the wild state. For example,

it ate most greedily in the morning and at night, thus corroborat-

ing the general testimony of observers that birds take a rest in

the middle of the day. Again, as dusk came on, the bird became

restless and fluttered about its cage so recklessly that, at times, I

was obliged to cover the cage with a cloth and set it in a dark

corner. After some study of the bird's movements, I was led to

attribute its unrest at evening to a desire for a high perch. To

test my inference, I one evening hberated the bird. It flew

about the study, close to the ceiling, and, finally, went to roost on

a high picture. This proved that I had, in fact, in these nightly

flutterings, an evidence of the instinct that leads birds to seek high

perching places, at night, as a safeguard against many dangers.

It struck me as especially interesting in the case of the Hermit

Thrush which builds its nest on the ground.

My captive Thrush slept with its head under its wing, in the

orthodox fashion, and took occasional naps during the day. It

proved a meditative bird and would sit for half an hour at a time

with an air of deep abstraction. As it dozed on my study table,

June 30, I counted its respirations and found them to be from 80

to 8s per minute. When it is reflected that the rate of human

respiration ranges from about 44 at birth to 15 at maturity, the fact

that the bird is a high pressure organism may be appreciated.

My Hermit Thrush belied its name by being very fond of

society. Occasionally, I allowed the bird the freedom of my

study. At such times it preferred to keep near my chair, often

alighting on my head, or on the table upon which I was writing.

It would allow itself to be held in the hand, but was rather ill at

Skipping the western types, our eastern Turdus ''pallasi"

comes next. Nearly all the names of this shy and solitary bird

refer to its habit of haunting for the most part the undergrowth

of secluded and damp woods. Its small size and distinguishingly

reddish tail supply the rest. Following is the list : Hermit or

Solitary Thrush; Grive or Merle solitaire (Canada)
;
Ground

Swamp Robin (Maine) ; Little Swamp Robin and Rufous-

tailed Thrush. BuU.N.0.0, a.ApU. 1883.P. 73-



Owen, A Captive Hermit Thrush. 7

ease, and pruned itself carefully on being released. It bathed

regularly, and though it kept its cage in a litter, was scrupulous

about its plumage. When taken, its tail feathers had just started.

They grew rapidly, and by July 31 had attained their full length.

As soon as the appendage had gained sufficient length to be used

in gesticulation, the bird accompanied its ' peeping
'
cry with

flicks of the tail, after the manner of a Robin. Some of its atti-

tudes, as it stood with uplifted tail, were very like those of the

Catbird.

In concluding this record it remains to speak of the bird's

method of eating earthworms, for it was method, indeed. The

bird began by worrying the worm, much as a cat does a mouse,

nipping, pecking, and slatting its victim violently. The attack

seemed to be directed, mainly, at the extremities of the worm.

Thus, in one case, the head of the worm was pecked ten times,

the tail seventeen times, and the middle twice. The worm, of

course, squirmed and wriggled vigorously, at first ;
but, after a

time, lost, in a measure, the power of motion. Now and then, the

bird's beak would miss the worm, or would shp off. At such times

the mandibles came together with an audible snap, conveying a

suggestion of the torturing pinches to which the unfortunate worm

was being subjected. The pummeUng and nipping having gone

on for from one and a half to three and a half minutes, the Thrush

would next essay to swallow the worm, beginning, almost invariably,

at the tail. This mode of attack may have been prompted by a

chivalrous desire to give the poor worm as much of a chance as

possible. If so, its object was, in a measure, gained, for, in the

case of a big worm, the process of swallowing was distressingly

prolonged by the efforts of the worm to escape, in which it often

succeeded so far as to crawl out of the bird's mouth almost as

fast as it was drawn in. The outcome of the struggle was always

in the bird's favor, although in one instance, that I timed, the head

•of the worm visibly protruded from the bird's throat for seven

minutes and a half after swallowing began.

The fact that the Thrush swallowed its worms tail first gains

something in interest when the structure of the earthworm is taken

into account. As is well-known, the earthworm's body consists

of from 100 to 200 rings, or segments. Every segment, except the

Skipping the western types, our eastern Turdus ^'pallasi"

comes next. Nearly all the names of this shy and solitary bird

refer to its habit of haunting for the most part the undergrowth

of secluded and damp woods. Its small size and distinguishingly

reddish tail supply the rest. Following is the list :
Hermit or

Solitary Thrush; Grive or Merle solitaire (Canada) ;
Ground

Swamp Robin (Maine) ; Little Swamp Robin and Rufous-

tailed Thrush. BnllN.O.O, 8.APU. 1883,p. 73-
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anterior two or three and the last, affords insertion to four groups

of sliort bristles, to which muscles are attached, and by means ot

which the worm progresses. The bristles may be made to pomt

in either direction, according as the worm wishes to advance or

retreat When pointed toward the tail, they hold the worm as it

crawls ahead; when directed ahead, they give foothold for

retrograde movement.

Now a person would suppose that the presence of several

hundred little bristles, all pointing the ' wrong way,' would inter-

fere with easy and pleasurable deglutition; and masmuch as a

worm, normally, crawls ahead, and not back, I expected to see my

Thrush swallow worms head first, when, it is to be presumed, the

bristles in question would not retard the process. As a matter of

fact the contrary method, as noted above, was followed. Once m

a while, a small worm was seized by the middle and doubled, or

taken by the head ;
but careful observation, extending over several

days, brought out so few instances of this kind that I am con-

vinced it was a rule with the bird to swallow earthworms tail first.

The fact that the worm often made some progress in its attempt

to escape from the bird's mouth would indicate that the bristles

were in working order, despite rough treatment, and that they were

pointed back, toward the tail of the worm. From this we must

infer, either that the bird was indifferent to the rasping of the

bristles on the walls of its throat, or that the sharp resistance they

exhibited added spice and flavor to the writhing morsel. But, for

all that, any explanation is merely conjecture, and why the Hermit

Thrush should choose to begin its meal with the tail of its victim

remains a curious, though not a profound, subject for speculation.

Skipping the western types, our eastern Turdus ''fallasi"

comes next. Nearly all the names of this shy and solitary bird

refer to its habit of haunting for the most part the undergrowth

of secluded and damp woods. Its small size and distinguishingly

reddish tail supply the rest. Following is the list : Hermit or

Solitary Thrush; Grive or Merle solitaire (Canada) ;
Ground

Swamp Robin (Maine) ; Little Swamp Robin and Rufous-

tailed Thrush. BnU. N.O.O. 8.APU. l88S,p. 73-





European Thrush and Lawrexice's

Warbler.

I have the honor to report the capture of

jthe European Thrush {TurduH pilarlt), which

;was shot near this place in March, 1888. I be-

lieve it is the first bird of this species recorded.


