


Ah, yes. It is that time of year again. It’s the time of year where otherwise sane 
adults insist on tracking me down in my home and harassing me about my lack 
of political convictions. I had a woman come up today and try to hand me lit-
erature while I was giving someone a haircut. I was tempted to chase after her, 
screaming incoherently and waiving the whirring clippers over my head. Alas, 
I have an insufficiency of electrical cordage for such animated encounters. It’s 
just not long enough.

In order to process this voter guide, 
they locked me up in a small room with 
nothing but a yellow ruled notepad, a 
pair of scissors, and all the literature 
that has been mailed to my house since 
the beginning of October. As a result I 
actually had to read most of the shit they 
mailed to us. I usually make a point of 
avoiding these mailers, because I hate 
all the bright colors and demands made 
upon my person: “vote yes!” “vote no!” 
“a vote for prop 279 is a vote for democ-
racy” and so on. The problem is that the 
information included in those mailers was 
written by third graders. Somewhere in 
Sacramento is a room full of third graders 
madly typing out campaign slogans for 
the likes of Schwarzenegger, PG&E, the 
Nature Conservency, the Republicans, 
the Democrats... all of them. Then they 
must get fed into some kind of machine 
that rejects any real analysis or any sen-
tence with more than 7 words, because 
I’ve seen third graders make more con-
vincing arguments.

One mailer didn’t even bother do identify 
the issues. It just listed all the people and 
parties supportting it, and instructed me 
to vote yes on it. Support initiative 27! 
Your politicians do! Anyone who thinks 
I will or won’t vote for something solely 
because politicians in California support 
it, has their ass where their mouth should 
be. California has some of the most noto-
riously wacked out politics in the nation. 
We elected the governator, what more do 
I have to say? If California politicians are 

Introduction:



all supporting it, I break into a cold sweat and wonder what kind of shenigans 
they’re up to now.

Next on the list of complete BS were the mailers that pretended to be from 
some legitimate organization, when in fact they were just paid endorsements/
advertisements. One of these was the “Cops voter guide”, where on the back 
in fine print it explained that each of the candidates had paid the ‘organiza-
tion’ money to be included on the mailer. And then there was the ‘Independent 
Voter Guide’ that was anything but independent.

Then I got to the mailers from PG&E. I still haven’t decided how I’m going to 
vote on the SMUD issue, but PG&E has been so heavy handed in their cam-
paign that I want to side with SMUD. Not because I think SMUD is better, not 
because I really even know anything about energy policy in the Central Valley. 
No. Just because I think PG&E has been a jackass in this campaign. A bunch 
of their mailers went out under aliases like ‘Taxpayers for Affordable Energy’, 
where you had to read the fine print on the back to discover that it was a front 
for PG&E. They mailed us more crap than all the other campaigns combined. 
Moreover, printed on these large amounts of paper are accolades for PG&E’s 
environmental policies, and dire warnings for how terrible SMUD is. Anyone 
who has to mail hundreds of thousands of pamphlets to convince people of its 
environmental stewardship, clearly doesn’t know the definition of environmen-
tal stewardship.

Word on the street is that PG&E is spending millions to fight this proposition, 
and then they have the gall to send me a mailer, telling me how much SMUD 
is going to cost. Who do you think is footing the bill for PG&E’s campaign? 
Why do I feel like I already know the answer to that question, and the an-
swer is my checkbook. So, would I prefer to have my electrical rates go up 
because SMUD bought out PG&E? Or would I prefer to have my rates go up 
because PG&E spent a ridiculous amount of money mailing me misleading 
propaganda that I never wanted in the first place? Hmm... why do I feel like 
the little people are getting shafted in this deal, (and PG&E is hoarding the all 
the lube)?

In the end with all these mailers, I could forego all the pretty pictures of Arnie 
and W. I could forego the dire warnings and misleading statements. I just 
want some real discussion of the issues, using real statistics on how it will 
impact real people. This guide makes an attempt at that goal, insofar as none 
of us are politicians, none of us are paid for our opinions, and over 30 people 
contributed to this process. What is this process, by which we make sausage 
of the california political system? This guide is the executive summary re-
sulting from the congregation of the parties of the People’s Republic of East 
Davis on 10/28/06.

-Mistress Althaea 
(and the monkey zinester commission)
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