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SC AUTONUM   INT. DAY. RORY'S KITCHEN

RORY, a red haired freckley 8 year old, is kneeling in front of an open fridge freezer. He is holding a plastic cup full of water in one hand and HUGH, a plastic toy man with a blue body and black legs, dangling from a piece of string in the other. With his face close up, we watch him lower HUGH half way down the cup and then put him in the freezer. Behind him, the garden door is open and we can see the bright summer of childhood. RORY'S MOTHER appears and he closes the freezer door quickly.

MOTHER

RORY! Lunch. You can play in the garden later. 

RORY

OK.

SC AUTONUM   EXT. DAY. RORY'S BACK GARDEN

RORY kneels down at the base of his shed. He is in shadow in comparison to the rest of the sunny garden. The shed is wooden, with a dark gap underneath, where it is raised to protect against damp. It is fringed by long grass, which the lawn mower has been unable to cut. RORY has carried two plastic toy people into the garden, along with his plastic cup. He breaks the cup, although we can't see what's inside yet.

RORY

Brilliant!

He quickly puts the cup's contents under the shed. He moves back and lies on his belly. He puts the two toy people and their large-tired vehicle onto the grassy ground. They are almost buried in the undergrowth. He puts his head down and squints through the grass at their level. 

RORY

The explorers had gone further than anyone had ever gone before. The jungle was all around them. Eventually, they abandoned the truck and forced their way through the undergrowth.

He moves the characters forward until they reach the long grass in front of the shed's under cavity.

RORY

Everything they saw now had been hidden for thousands of years.

RORY begins to part the grass with his fingers.

SC AUTONUM   EXT. DAY. IN FRONT OF JUNGLE CAVE.
The long grass in front of the cave is pushed aside and PROFESSOR CARTER and DR. STORM step through. At the sight of the cave mouth they hesitate. They are both plastic toys.

DR. STORM

It'd be a shame to turn back now.

They move further into the darkness.

SC AUTONUM   INT. DAY. CAVE.
The ground is dusty, with occasional stones and twig-like logs.

PROFESSOR CARTER

Ancient people used to shelter here. Hopefully, they left something behind when the ice age arrived.

As he speaks, they have been climbing over rocks in their path. As this sentence ends, they come to a huge block of ice, shaped like a plastic cup.  One of HUGH'S hands is sticking out of the ice. The rest is embedded. Dr Storm moves close enough to the ice to be face to face with the frozen figure inside. She is struck by the wonder of the sight.

DR. STORM

Perfect.

PROFESSOR CARTER

DR. STORM, this is going to make me famous.

DR. STORM turns her head at this. PROFESSOR CARTER misunderstands her annoyance for stupidity.

PROF. CARTER

We can tour all his body parts separately. This hand alone would draw thousands to museums.

PROF. CARTER attempts to twist HUGH'S hand off. DR. STORM quickly darts forward to stop him. 

DR. STORM

Let's get him all back to base camp first, PROFESSOR.

SC AUTONUM   EXT. DAY. SUNNY GARDEN.

We see and hear RORY'S running legs, wearing blue shorts, as he travels to the patio. He suddenly stops.

RORY

Wow. 

He crouches down and puts the toy car on the ground beside something he's examining closely. He then lifts up a largish rock. 

RORY

Eugh!

SC AUTONUM   EXT. DAY. JUNGLE.
The toy car is driving briskly, if bumpily, through the grass. DR. STORM is Driving while PROF. CARTER leans back to the trailer they tow and tries to examine their icy find.

PROF. CARTER

I'll write up my diary as soon as I get back to the camp. This is it. From now on its chat shows and interviews all the way. Every paper’s going to want to know whose shirts I wear. 

DR. STORM replies without looking away from her driving. 

DR. STORM

You don't wear shirts.

Before he can reply, she suddenly brings the car to a halt. A storm of ants are heading for the car.

DR. STORM

The stun rods!

The PROFESSOR passes her an electric-blue lego rod. He is holding a similar one for himself. As soon as she has one she leaps from the car and roars at the insects, trying to scare them away from their find. After a moment's hesitation, the PROFESSOR follows suit. They are only partially successful, as the ants quickly overcome the PROFESSOR. Dr CARTER rescues him and they both retreat to the car, keeping a semi-circle clear until the creepy crawlies have run on.

PROFESSOR CARTER

I couldn't have done it on my own, doctor. Thanks for your help.

DR. STORM throws both rods into the back of the car. They both climb into their seats and the car moves off. Meanwhile, behind them, HUGH'S exposed hand turns, trying to reach the weapons.

SC AUTONUM   EXT. DAY. DESERT CAMP.
The explorers arrive. The camp is a Fisher Price Garage, complete with grumpy yellow man. The ice around HUGH has melted a great deal. His head and upper body are now free, except for the right hand. The grumpy yellow man comes forward as they pull up. 

GRAMPS

What in the name of all that's shiny is that thing?

PROFESSOR CARTER

That's my fortune, GRAMPS, so look after it. Keep it safe for the night. We're leaving tomorrow. I don't want to see the jungle again as long as I live.

The PROFESSOR goes past the petrol pumps and under the shade of the garage roof. Dr. CARTER joins GRAMPS in getting HUGH off the car and into the garage lift. The ice is slid in first, followed by Dr. CARTER and GRAMPS.

GRAMPS

Second floor. 

SC AUTONUM   INT. GARAGE. EARLY EVENING.
As the lift rises up, its bell ringing, HUGH'S head turns behind both the other's backs. He seems interested in DR. STORM particularly. As he reaches towards her, the lift reaches the top floor. The floor of the lift tilts up and the ice slides toward the backs of the others. They look around to see HUGH in his prison heading towards them, his free arm outstretched. 

HUGH

Uroo! 

Both the Doctor and GRAMPS cry out as they are carried out of the lift by the ice's momentum. The ice cracks open and HUGH is released. He runs into the furthest corner of the platform.

DR. STORM

He's alive. Wait, we won't hurt you.

SC AUTONUM   EXT. EARLY EVENING. OPEN TOP OF CAR PARK.
She runs after him. GRAMPS hesitates a moment and then gets back into the lift.

GRAMPS

Better tell the PROFESSOR.

SC AUTONUM   EXT. EARLY EVENING. OPEN TOP OF CAR PARK.
HUGH is hiding behind a pile of loose lego bricks. Dr Storm is trying to coax him out.  

HUGH

Ouggh!

DR. STORM

I’ll call you HUGH. Come over here HUGH, and I'll get you warm again. We'll take you back to the city..

HUGH starts to emerge but at the sound of PROF. CARTER’S voice he darts back 

PROFESSOR CARTER

I think we'd rather you didn't come along DR. STORM.

Dr Storm spins around. PROFESSOR CARTER is coming up behind her, having come up the ramp. GRAMPS is following behind. The PROFESSOR holds a ray gun in his hand. 

PROF. CARTER

Not that your friend HUGH will be in much of a state to enjoy the city either. He's worth more as spare parts than all together, I'm afraid.

DR. STORM

You'd kill him for money?

PROF. CARTER

I can't think of a better reason, can you? GRAMPS, take DR. STORM downstairs. I'll deal with HUGH.

As GRAMPS menaces DR. STORM, HUGH becomes concerned. When PROF. CARTER moves towards him, he leaps over him and rushes towards the lift shaft.

HUGH

Huogh!

PROFESSOR CARTER shoots at HUGH and misses. He dives after HUGH and pursues him through the lego rubble.

SC AUTONUM   INT. EARLY EVENING. GARAGE CAR PARK.
We can hear the battle above us. GRAMPS is herding DR. STORM past all the lego vehicles parked in the garage. It's quite dim.

DR. STORM

GRAMPS, you know this is wrong. 

GRAMPS

Just keep walking, Doctor. 

There is a crashing noise from above. Both pause. There is a moment of silence, before the battle restarts. 

DR. STORM 

Its murder.

The two look at each other.

SC AUTONUM   EXT. EARLY EVENING, CAR PARK ROOF.
HUGH has built a wall of wooden bricks around the lift entrance. He is hiding behind it and throwing other debris at the PROFESSOR, whose advance is being hindered by this.

PROFESSOR CARTER

You'll run out of blocks eventually. And I'll still be here waiting. 

As if HUGH understood this, the rain of blocks stops. The PROFESSOR waits, thinking a trick. He suddenly rushes the makeshift fort. When he looks over the wall, there's nothing there. He is momentarily nonplussed. This ends when HUGH drops a section of wall on top of him with a roar. He has climbed onto the top of the lift shaft, and is yelling in triumph at the sky.

The PROFESSOR is pinned under the blocks. Only his arm and his head are free.

PROFESSOR CARTER

I’ve got you now, you savage! You've nowhere to go now except down.

HUGH looks around. On three sides there is a steep drop. On the fourth, the trapped, but still armed PROFESSOR is waiting.

HUGH

Oktor! Arorogh!

Dr Storm

HUGH! Here!

He looks down again, and sees the Doctor driving a tall drilling machine. Its still a steep drop, but he can jump it, which he does.

PROFESSOR CARTER

No! 

SC AUTONUM   EXT. EVENING. DRILLTRUCK.
Dr Storm is sitting at the controls. HUGH lands on the top of the drill and then jumps down into the seat next to her.

DR. STORM 

I like a fit older man. 

HUGH

Ugh?

The lump of wood which had been on the PROFESSOR falls just to their right. They look up and see him standing on the roof taking aim. They zoom off bumpily as dust is raised by his gun on either side of them.

SC AUTONUM   INT. EVENING. GARAGE.
The PROFESSOR arrives by lift into the garage. GRAMPS is standing nervously by the empty space where the driller stood. The PROFESSOR sweeps threateningly towards him. When he reaches him he pauses and GRAMPS flinches. PROFESSOR CARTER just gets into the fast looking toy car beside him and drives at the ramp, forcing GRAMPS to jump out of the way, if he's to avoid being driven over.

SC AUTONUM   EXT. EVENING. DRILLTRUCK.
HUGH and DR. STORM are driving fast. The grass is all around them as they go.

DR. STORM

I don't really know where I can take you. Even if they don't want to kill you, the scientists in the city will make sure you spend the rest of your life as a specimen in a lab.

HUGH

Ocktor?

DR. STORM

I just blew my job. I can't stay in and look after you. 

HUGH looks downcast.

DR. STORM

Poor HUGH. You were better off in the ice. 

A blast throws dust up to the left of the car. 

DR. STORM

CARTER! HUGH take the controls.

She jumps onto the rear drill section, and after a second of panic, HUGH takes her place at the controls. The drillcar is now noticeably more erratic in driving.

SC AUTONUM   EXT. EVENING. DRILLCAR REAR

DR. STORM is looking back at the fast approaching figure of PROFESSOR CARTER. 

Dr. CARTER

He's gaining on us.

She drops back into her seat and HUGH nips back into his.

DR. STORM

What now, HUGH? Any plan? 

HUGH grabs a rod from the drilling mechanism and brandishes it. A series of blasts force him to duck.

HUGH

Orugh! Arhg.

DR. STORM

Nice try, HUGH, but I think we'd need a bit more help before...

She pauses as an idea occurs to her.

DR. STORM

HUGH, hold onto that stick, because we're going to need it.

HUGH looks confused, before yelping with worry as Dr Storm drastically changes direction.

SC AUTONUM   EXT. EVENING. CARTER’S CAR.
CARTER sees the change in direction and swerves to follow. He loses a little bit of time.

SC AUTONUM   EXT. EVENING DRILLTRUCK.
Still driving at high speed, this time towards a large rock looming out of he grass. It is the same one RORY picked up earlier. DR. STORM is concentrating on her driving in the rough territory.

DR. STORM

I think you should get one of those rods, HUGH. We’re nearly there.

HUGH scrambles up the drill tower, a blue rod in one hand, and hanging from the tower from the other.. He sways slightly as they travel.

We come to a clearing in the grass, at the foot of the rock, which towers above like Ayers rock. DR. STORM skids to a sudden halt.

HUGH looks back worriedly at the approaching dust cloud of the PROFESSOR. 

HUGH

Um..

DR. STORM

Not yet.

SC AUTONUM   EXT. EVENING. CARTER’S CAR.
CARTER sees his prey stationary. 

CARTER

I think I’ll wear my hat on the cover of Time.

He reaches for the gun.

SC AUTONUM   Ext. Evening. Clearing
Both HUGH and DR. STORM can see PROFESSOR CARTER in his car now. His first shots hit the ground beside them. 

DR. STORM

A little help now, I think.

She drives the drill over the ground by the base of the rock. She pulls a lever to release the drill arm section, making it beat the ground. She reverses over the ground, but that isn’t necessary. The ants are already beginning to emerge from their nest. HUGH has to knock the first scouts off the remains of the drill truck as they make their escape, straight through the swarm of insects, maddening them further.

SC AUTONUM   EXT. EVENING. CLEARING
PROFESSOR CARTER arrives into the clearing, to be met by a swarm of furious ants. They sweep over him and his vehicle, and both vanish from sight. 

SC AUTONUM   EXT. EVENING. THE STEP AT THE BACK DOOR.
Looking through binoculars, DR. STORM sees the PROFESSOR pulled into pieces,  lifted on the backs of the insects kicking and struggling as they carry him under the rock. His fist shakes at her, carried past his head as it does so.

Dr Storm 

Could be worse. 

She lowers the binoculars and looks at HUGH. He is wearing the blue rod on his head.

But what are we going to do with you?

SC AUTONUM   EXT. DAY. THE FREEZER.
HUGH is standing at the edge of the fridge. At his feet is a pool of water, in a white plastic cup. He has a piece of string tied around him. DR. STORM is standing beside him. 

DR. STORM

Are you sure you want to do this?

HUGH

Ug.

He looks backward at the water behind him. He takes a tiny step foward.

DR. STORM

My friend runs this place. Its the safest cryogenics shop in the city. You’ll be perfectly fine until you feel you want to join our world. I’ll be doing talks, getting everybody ready for you. I promise I won’t thaw you out again until its safe. When the light goes out, just step back into the water.

HUGH looks at her and then nods. He stands with his arm raised in salutation. The freezer door begins to shut, and we see the light go out just before we lose sight of him completely. 

SC AUTONUM   INT. DAY. THE KITCHEN
RORY’S hand closes the freezer door. 

RORY

Cool!

End
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