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PREFACE.

THE following work affords a striking instance, to prove,

that we may often have to adventure upon those things
to which we have the greatest aversion, and even the least
apparent qualification ; sceing that 1 cannot fully set forth
the reluctance I feel to controversy, or any thing like con-
tending about religious tenets, or even to interfere with
the ceremonics of any people whatsoever, and that for
divers reasons; but especially, because it looks somewhat
like trifling with precious time, which should rather be
employed with reference to everlasting concerns, even to
be exercised in vital experimental religion or godliness,
which deeply concerns all people (of what profession so-
ever) to be exercised to have always a conscience void of
offence toward God, and toward nien; which should
bring the mind into stayedness and stability, as in Isaiah
26, which saith, ¢ Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace,
whose mind is stayed on thee; because he trusteth in
thee, &c.”

But alas! Low different is that mind which only dotes
after the signs and ceremonies, of a ' forced arti-
ficial profession, and may be influenced therein by exte-
rior objects or motives; nay, even by the threats or pro-
mises of self-seeking men, with their curious metaphysical
subtilties; such a state is deplorable indeed, and it
matters little what their profession may be, while they
are only exercised in external observations, or bodily
exercise, which profiteth little—see 1 Tim. 4—8.

Some who may cast even a passing glance on the fol-
lowing pages, would be likely to query, first, why should
such a poor, silly Rustic as me, attempt to publish a
sentiment on the works of Doctor Milner, who is so
highly exalted and extolled; seeing the generality of
people are disposed to run with the multitude, or fall
prostrate to whatsoever is most highly esteecmed of men;
nay even to clude or deride any inquiry that calls them to
look beyond the appearance to the reality of things ?

And, secondly, they may query, seeing I have noticed
the work at all, why did I not do it sooner 2—To which
I would answer, that I had not even heard of the book
for a considerable time after it had been published, since
w!uc'h, I have often observed it to be referred to by his
admirers, even as an unerring standard to determine
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points of controversy ; and when I went to look for the
work, 1 got the 2d edition, (which the reader may take
notice is that to which 1 refer throughout ;) yet 1 may
acknowledge, that 1did defer this publication somewhat
longer than 1 need, looking for a more likely time for
solid reflection than that wherein it had been written,
lest any should think 1 was influenced by motives of
policy, seeing the public mind appeared then in conside-
rable fermentation ; yet 1 did not withhold it quarter of
the time J. M. mentions having deferred his, which he
saith was 15 years after it had been written.

And as to the other question, why should I meddle
with it in any wise? 1 need only answer, is there not a
cause? Yea, seeing that great man, who hath many ad-
mirers, lifting up himself against the glory, efficacy, and
purity of the gospel day; even to subvert the souls of
the simple-hearted, (as I may prove in its place,) is it any
marvel then, if even the meanest part of the creation of
God should cry out against such arrogance and deceit,
(seeing many wise and prudent ones of this world so much
of a piece therewith) howbeit 1 know not but he may
think himself a true man, but whercin would that make
the case the less desperate? that I maysay, when Iread the
work, my spirit was stirred within me ; not so much for an
answer (seeing the very glaring contradictions and bare-
faced fallacy contained therein, should be a sufficient re-
futation of the whole, unless men wilfully close their
eyes) nay, but for the subtilty wherein it is lapped up,
calculated to beguile and spoil the simple, wherein he
labours to cause them to stumble and fall, to rise no more.

Wherefore thought 1, what a gloomy omen would it
cast into the signs of the times, if none should be found
to answer such a work (even though it might be butin one
honest page) lest it should hang as a judgment over the
nation, seecing the currency his consequence attaches
thereto and being on sale in the principal towns of Great
Britain and lreland; yet 1 know not but it may have
been fully answered, although 1 have only met with that
written by Richard Grier, who is esteemed as a Protest-
ant divine (as noticed by J. M. in this edition) ; which
answer, when 1 read it, scemed enough to make the heart
sick; to observe such a mighty able disputant, that might
be called a man of renown in the field of controversy ; yet
shamefully turning aside, or passing over the weightiest
part of the matter, and leaving that which seemed the
sum and substance thereof unanswered (as 1 may further
notice in its place) even while he shewed forth great art
and skill, in reasoning and disputation on guestions of
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their, own general disagreemtent ; on which' he could meef
J. M. on his own ground, which so far might do in its

lace. Yet while J. M. holds forth a challengé, to prove

is own priesthood and their adherents, to be exclusively,
the only true church in the whole world, and forges out
marks of his own devising, which he sets forth as a con-
clusive demonstration to prove his assertion; on which
marks, though most foreign from scripture proofs, Grier
seems to travel with him, as if both would agrée together
to entangle their readers in the mazes of their metaphy-
sical subtilties, with the endless jarrings and contradic-
tions of what they call the fathers, &c.; without ever
coming home to the marks by which our Saviour and his
Apostles chargeth us to know true men by, even that they
should be new creatures, walking in the spirit and bring-
ing forth the fruits thereof, according to John 3d, Rom.
8. Gal. 5. and Gal. 6—15—16, &c. and shewing also,
that the false ones should be inwardly ravenous with
})ride and covetousness, coming in sheep’s clothing, who
ove the chief seats in the synagogues, and greetings in
public places, and to be called of men Rabbi, or master,
and so love to have the preeminence, as we may read in
Mat. 7—15. and Chap. 23—6. Mark 12—38—39—10.
Luke 11-—43. 3 John 9th.

All which marks of the false ones, Grier seems to
pass over, like J. Milner, while they argue upon the
marks of their own devising, even of their own favourite
superstitions, as if they should agree together to cloak up
that part which their souls lusteth after, even their gain
and love of preeminence, while they display a great ap-
pearance of zeal in contending for rules, orders, and
institutions (which God never appointed for the heirs of
the gospel) as.if they desired to befool and beguile the
silgple, even to keep the world wondering after their own
order.

And seeing that such is the rage of the present day,
that all must down before the approved rabbies of the
times, inasmuch that they would not allow, that such
plain working unlearned men as the ancient Prophets
and Apostles, should have any testimony to bear to the
power and efficacy of the Gospel God our Saviour, accor-
ding to their own living experience, unless they had been
brought up at the feet of their great learned Doctors,
and acknowledge them as the very%reath of their nostrils ;
I eay, sccing that it is even so, that now, in that sense,
all the world wonders after the beast, as sure as in Rev.
13th, even saying in effect, who is like unto the beast,
or able to make war with him? to whom is ascribed the
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key of knowledge, even the knowledge of the great pow-
er of God, to whom all give heed from the least to the
greatest, though his name and number is that of a man,
who taketh away the key of knowledge, whose life is
abroad in outside things, and neither entereth in him-
self, nor suffereth them that would to enter in. Is not
that the creature that exalteth itself above the creator,
even to the opening of the mouth in blasphemy against
God and his tabernacle, and against them tkat sit in hea-
venly places in Christ Jesus? who saith of his people, “ 1
will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their
God, and they shall be my people” 2 Cor. 6—16. but now
the effect of such great and precious promises have been
set at naught, by all of every profession whatsoever, that
set up man’s succession, dominion, seat or authority, as
God, to rule in his temple, by what name or authority
soever, whither by usurping a pretended line of succes-
sion from the Apostles, or by setting up university or
other orders and degrees of man-made faith and ministry,
of the man of sin ; but Christ is the author and finisher of
the true faith, which stands in the power of God,
and gives the victory over to sin, self, and the works
of the Devil ; but that faith which stands in the traditions
doctrines and commandments of men, gives no victory over
sin or corruption, but rather ¢ corrupteth from the sim-
plicity which is in Christ” according to Col. 2—8 and 2
Cor. 11—3. so the faith which men prescribe, is so far
from giving victory over the corruptions which are in the
world through lust, that it rather corrupteth from the sim-
plicity which is in Christ; yet is not this what all the
world wonders after? and have not all Nations drank of
the cup of the deceit thereof? even as J. M. doth assert,
that no better fate should await the heirs of the gospel,
than to be brought into bondage to such rabbies as him-
self, nay, nor even allow the Lord to speak to his creatures
through any medium beside themselves, even to the world’s
end.

I say then; that such reasons as the above, causeth me
to cry out of violence; yea even of violence done to the
power and simplicity of the ever blessed truth; and see-
ing that such violence is held forth publicly, and eagerly
promulgated, and the people love to have it so, why then
should I altogether withhold my mite of bemoaning,
because of these things, but even to assert (as I believe).
that the Lord hath ordained plentiful means of salvation
and redemption, even for us, who are called laicks and
rustics, though we should not know a Pope, Prelate, or
Doctor on earth ; and seeing that such have made a mighty
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bluster in the world, in order to scare all under their do«
minion from thinking for themselves, and trusting the
Lord alone; who should hinder me therefore, to call
on my fellow rustics, to assert our privileges, freely offer-
ed to us in the gospel, and therein so to mind our calling,
as to beware of slighting or despising the mercies of God,
by ascribing unto man (or his learning, rudiments,
or traditions) any part of that redemption which comes
by Jesus Christ alone ; yet in what I here set forth, I am no
man’s copy, nor have I taken any man’s line made ready
to my hand, but commend it to the conscience of the sim-

ple-hearted, though not to excite curious speculation in
any wise.

And although I have nothing to boast of, but one self-
evident sense of my meanness, nothingness, and manifold
infirmities, (perhaps the meanest that ever undertook so
formidable a task,) which makes me conscious that I shall
not do justice to the undertaking ; howbeit I may ac-
knowledge, that if I had kept my place and habitation in
the power and simplicity of the truth, I might say even
in my small measure, that God is still choosing the weak
and foolish things of this world, to confound the wise,
and to bring to naught things that are mighty, even for
the magnifying of His own power, and that no flesh should
glory; but I feel that the following lines fall sadly short
1n that behalf; yea, even for want of that thorough purity,
which alone is suflicient for such things; and moreover,
I regret, that it cannot comport with the weight and so-
lemnity which should clothe a religious subject, for this
reason also, even because of the gross carnality of that
spirit with which I have to contend, which cries up
carnal ceremonies, and therefore, must sometimes be
reasoned with in that circle wherein they are compre-
hended, yea, and must often be met in language very
revolting to human nature to have to express, in order to
do justice to the subject, that so they may be left without
excuse.

And thus, for diversreasons which Ishall not now enume-
rate, this undertaking appears to me so formidable, that I
enter on it with feelings of dismay; yet not in any wise
because 1 scem as ignorant of the rules and method of
controversy, as I am of languages, or even the rudiments
of grammar; nay, but that 1s rather the very reason why
I should make this attempt; even because, (while I am
far from undervaluing learning in its place,) I know right
well, that if I was what I should be to God word, Ile
would enable me to write as I ought to do, even as a
testimony against such as despise the unspeakable gift of
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His good spirit, and revile all that make profession there-
of, in order to exalt themselves. \

Yet, I am thereby utterly proscribed by J. M. and alf
his priesthood, as may he scen throughout his volume ;
and I have likewise been witness to their discusstons,
wherein the priests did protest against joining in any dis-
cussion in which a layman (as they call them) was allowed
to meddle, or even express a sentiment; which anti-
christian conclusion was agreed to by men of other pro-
fessions also, even while they had the assurance to con-
tend for liberty of conscience in the face of the world, as
if they concluded that a layman should have no consci-
ence, and of course, should have no such liberty or privi-
lege; and therefore, the following pages are mainly de-
signed to assert and contend for that gospel privilege,
against which priestcraft hath waged war these many ages;
I say even to assert, that true religion is a matter of
conscience, between God and the soul rather than of
learning, sophistry, signs, or ceremonies, or the com-
mandments of men ; this I assert under manifold discou-
ragements, being only sustained by a consciousness of
unfeigned good will to men.

And moreover, it behoves me to endeavour to stand
clear of their blood, even though many should be sorely
offended, and it cannot be otherwise with those in whom
the cause of offences is not removed, and we will be
to that mind; howbeit, I disclaim contending for religious
tenets in any wise, nay, 1 have no narrowness, neither
would I interfere with the ceremonies of any people, bui
rather avoid remarks thereon, while yet I deplore and
expose the subtilty whereby they are defended; and
therefore, if I contend with J. M. about forms and ceremo-
nies, I only do it in order to shew the emptiness and un-
profitableness thereof, against the challenge he holds
forth to prove them gospel ordinances; even while I have
eéndeavoured as much as may be, to keep within the com-

ass of his own controversy, respecting those things
whereof he glories, without making such remarks upon
his people as I might have done, had I followed his ex-
ample; yet to deal honestly even so far as I go, I must
write things that will seem sorely offensive, even to Pro-
testants, ‘as well as to some of my fellow-countrymen,
who desire to be in hondage to such teachers as J. M.,
yet I should be grieved to hurt their feelings unprofitably,
and should be guilty if I were otherwise minded, for I
have spent much of my lifetime amongst them, to whom
also 1 am indebted for many a kind turn, and their poor
are often-brought very near to my heart; nay, I respect
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and esteem many of them, and I cangive them no stronger
proof of my good will and hearty desire to serve them,
than thus te appear as a fool or laughing-stock for their
sake; it has been no small cause of heaviness and trouble,
to have observed how much frothy declamation has been
substituted for sober reasoning, by that foaming frothy
spirit, which rules in such as are more zealous for a par-
ty than for piety, even in divers professions.

But all party or politic motives I utterly disclaim ; and
although his book appears such a compound of religious
and political controversy, asno believerin the solemn rea-
lities of eternity should mix up together; yet the reader
may take notice that I have nothing to do with politics or
state affairs; nay nor have I a temptation that way, and
may add, that were I influenced by the most distant politic
motive, I dare not then put pen to paper on matters of
such weight.

And moreover I know not even one individual that
would approve of my writing in this way, and of course
none beside myself are accountable for even one line
of it, nay but such as would fully concur in the sen-
timents 1 express, might be most of all opposed to it,
even to say, answer him not a word; others again
would say, that all that'can be said has been said al-
ready, even of old, and such as will not take heed thereto
are deservedly left to themselves ; still T should answer
such, that I abhor sullen silence, and believe there are
yet many, worthy to be reasoned with, even though the
far greater number would deride it altogether; inso-
much that I' must not seek to please anyhbody nor even
myself neither.

And they that know my manner of life, can bear
me witness that I have been no busy body in other
mens’ matters ; nay but what if I should say, that were
I to slink away from making this feeble attempt, death
might then appear as a king of terrors, seeing we
could not speak our mind in the grave; I only de-
sire to be found faithful, and in truth and simplicity
to be manifest to the conscience of such as are sincere
to what they know, who should rather be reasoned with
than passed by in sullen silence, even while 1 fully
believe, that none would be bettered by being persua-
ded through dint of argument (or the clearest of
reasoning) unless accompanied hy a corresponding
heartfelt conviction, seceing that my sole aim Lerein,
is to endeavour to prove, that the rule of a true
believer must be according to heartfelt conviction,

B






(xi)

Explanatory Advertisement.

TO any that might take offence at the boldness of the
following pages, I wouldsay, thatitis only the earnest
interest I feel for the cause, that gives me that degree of
innocent boldness, which may appear contemptible to such
as care for none of these things ; while yet I take nothing
from the worldly consequence of any people, or their
profession ; nay I only assert, that the antiquity, greatness,
or splendor thereof, 1s so far from being a proof of safety
and infallibility, that such as were highly esteemed and
admired by the world, have been full as subject to error
and delusion as any people whatsoever, and leave the reader
to judge whether I make good that assertion; and while
the forepart of the work is mainly designed to exalt and
distinguish the blessings of the gospel state, from the glar-
ing absurdity of J. Milner’s claim to exclusive infallibility
and dominion over the church of Christ; I mean also hereby
to refute that common cavil of the infidel, who is ever and
anon exclaiming, that the Christian religion is only a mere
fabrication of priesicraft, which yet might well be asserted
of that which J. M. holds forth as such.

Yet let us remember by the way, that the high road to
error and delusion is, to be forward to magnify our neigh-
bhours’ faults above our own ; and if we see this to be the
rock whereon others have split, let us then take warning
and admonition thereby, and not be satisfied with merely
gazing on their harms; and therefore, let no one suppose,
that 1 mean in any wise to make light of the faults or fail-
ings of such as profess the reformation, or that I endea-
vour to keep their sins in the back ground, far be such a
design from my heart; nay I rather mean hereby to bring
our faults and failings before our face, if haply we may
yet sce them and amend our ways, seeing that even our
very supineness, and luke-warmness, in regard to the
concerns of our everlasting condition, may prove as dan-
gerous as any state we could fall into.

But whereas J. M. holds forth a challenge, to prove
that all true christians the world over, hath been, and
ever shall be subject to the dominion of his priesthood
(and cannot bhe otherwise according to the will of God);
and that their seat and authority was established by the
Popes and their councils (who were under the dominion
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of the Roman Empire) even referring to that of Peter be-
ing put to death at Rome, &c. and so he asserts that their
order and such as they approve, hath been the only and
alone true church that existed since the Apostles’ days;
and that all that ever separated from them are cut off as
withered branches, heretics, &c. see his Apostolical tree,
or rather the whole volume ; therefore, the first part of
this wark is opposed to that barefaced calumny against the
Redeemer’s Kingdom, wherein J. M. holds it forth
by consequence, to he so far of this world, as to be subject
to the very nod of the whimsies and eaprice of kings,
priests, princes, states, nations, or empires of the sons of
earth ; I say then, I mean herein to oppose the like asser-
tion, seeing the Lord never left himself without witnesses
in any age; nay but even from the very days of Constan-
tine, there hath been raised up, such as always bore a
clear and steadfast testimony against the pomp and abuses
of state religions, and especially against that in the impe-
rial hierarchy of the court of Rome; though such wit-
nesses were variously denominated throughout many ages ;.
even among those called Novatians (Puritans) Pauli-
tians, Albigenses, Waldenses, &c.

And therefore, if the term catholic or heretic, &c. be
found herein, I may inform the reader that 1 usc no such
terms, except by way of quotation. I call no man either
catholic, or heretic, or antichrist, nor angel, nor devil, as
Ijudge no man; and if it be objected that I have not
given the title of saint to the Apostles, &c. I may answer,
that I deem it more consistent to call them by the names
they are called in scripturc ; seeing that to say Peter,
James, John, Stephen, &c. should be deemed rather more
dignified than even that of saint itself, when applied to
the Apostlés :—Neither would 1 apply the title of anti-
christ, or Babylon, &c. to any church exclusively, seeing
that rather implies a spirit of falsehood, error, and confu-
sion, which is only applicable to any people as they shew
forth the fruits thereof.—And although 1 have used the
term Babylon very frequently, yet not in any wise because
1 prefer that term; nay but merely took it as it occurred,
deeming it as elear and simple as any other, to shew
forth the way, working, dominion, fruits, and end of
man’s fallen wisdom and carnal mind, even as set forth
throughout the Scriptures from Genesis to Revelations,
to demonstrate the same both in the mystery and history
thereof.

Yet far be it from me to undervalue one system in order
to draw people over to others ; nay I equally disclaim all
that is of man’s device in religion, as mere man, of what
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profession soever he may be, inasmuch as I believe that
there can be but one true religion in all the world, namely,
the work of the spirit of God in the soul of man, which
alone can enable him to believe in God, and love Him
above all, and his neighbour as himself, and bring forth
fruits conformable thereunto, which comprehends all the
religion I desire to see promoted; go too then, O man,
wouldst thou be preserved from strong delusion? Beware
then of gazing upon the failings of others, for any other
end but to help them, or to admonish thyself of the dan-
ger of thy own standing, seeing there are many bye-ways,
and but one straight and narrow way, even the way of the
Cross ; look then to your foundation, O ye Protestants and
Dissenters, and beware of taking up a false rest in your
own favourite modes or systems, lest a pretended re-
formed or Protestant state religion, should prove as great
a snare to the daughters as ever it was to the mother.

To place dependence upon any profession or any man
whatever, may prove the high road to error and delusion,
seeing that even the highest profession will be of no avail
to the workers of iniquity in the great day, as we may read
in the 13th chap. of Lauke: neither can a mere profession
redeem the soul nor cleanse the conscience ; nay but the
profession of him that takes on to do that work for another,
which none but God alone can do, may tend to defile the
conscience, and accumulate iniquity; and therefore, shall
1 say, that the many sects whereof J. M. so loudly com-
plains, is rather pleasing to me than a matter of lamenta-
tion, inasmuch as divers modes of religion (while each
aims at the same end) may rather tend to purge the whole;
and if as pure an aggregate, surely that is a much more
desirable state of things, than one monstrous compact,
whose over weening filthiness might accumulate perpetually
without a check or rival; nay but in the present state of
things, I could prove to a demonstration, that even many
gects have had their use, but shall leave that for an abler
hand, and proceed to a more solemn theme, even to prove,
that it is not an empty profession, but righteausness
{(which must exceed that of the Scribes and Pharisees)
that will avail in the great day, which will inevitably
avertake us all.






SECTION I.
OR INTRODUCTION,

Shewing J. Milner’s Rules of Faith to be mere
subtle fictions.

T is no marvel that I should be backward to determine what

manner of answer would be fitting for Ji « « Miélner’s book,
entitled ¢ The End of Religious Controversy ;” shall I say, well
would it be for the human race, if all such subtle windings, and
specious deceptions, were come to an end, by means of the
truth piercing the heart of mankind, to the rending of that veil
which the serpent (thropgh the instrumentality of self-seeking
men) is labouring to spread over the Nations.

That book he states to be a course of letters, which passed be-
tween himself and some Protestants and Dissenters of New Cot-
tage near DBristol, but not published until above 15 years after
some of them are said to be written; but whether his letters
are real, or fictitious, I shall not contend about, seeing he
has set his name to the book ; neither need I have noticed their
authenticity, but that I would not be understood to take them
(all as they are) to be genuire, especially, as he acknowledges
that they were altered, see address, puge 1, but how letters
could be altered, and yet be the same still, is out of the
reach of my comprehension ; if he means that he simply decli-
ned to publish some of the letters, that is not altering but
abridging, which he knew full well how to express; and if any
man, through design, would either add, or take away, even
five words of my letter; and then set my name to it, and pub-
lish it as geounime, I should account it base usage indeed,
even so vile, that whoever could be guilty of such an act, might
commit any crime in the same mind ; but to play the like trick
on a religious subject, should aggravate the crime beyond mea-
sure; how a man could face the world, with his own and other
mens’ names aflixed to letters, and yet say they were altered, -
and not to blush for very shame, is what I cannot account for,
unless to sag, it is quite of a piece with him who asserts, that
their Bishops are the same now as the Apostles were, though
we kunow they are sadly altered ; I feel pity from my very heart
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REMARKS ON THE €RAFTY FICTIONS OF HMIS RULES OF FAITH.

for such a man, but more pity that a brave people should be
leavened with such old filthy leaven.

I say again, how should I frame any answer suited to the pur-
pose ? nature itself recoils at language that would do it justice,
so as to deal with just weights and righteous measure, to mees
such an unaccountable heap of assertion and contradiction.—
Behold a great learned divine of high account in the world,
setting out in the language of extolling religious investigation
and search after truth, nay he even affects to bewail that ¢ the
“ multitude in this age of infidelity and dissipation, nauteate-
¢ religious inquiry and investigation ; and when they must hear
¢ them ; like the Jews of old; they say to the seers, see not;
¢ and to the prophets, prophecy not to us right things; speak
¢¢ unto us smooth things; prophecy deceits— Isaiah xxx.—10. the
¢ critics and reviewers are, for the most part, as smooth in
¢ this respect,as the prophets ; if they lead the public opinion
¢in matters of less consequence, they follow it in those of
« greater.” See his address, page 28, and in leffer ii. he speaks
in the like strain, quoting ¢“ as Peter inculcates, each christian
“ ought to be ready always to give an answer to every man that
¢ asketh him a reason of the hope that is in him.”

And yet, with many such like high-sounding professions of
freedom and liberality, he proceeds to write or publish a book
of 550 pages, in order to prove that people should not dare at-
tempt religious investigation ; and that such plain houest herds-
men, laymen, fishers, and mechanics, as the ancient Prophets,
and Peter and his fellow disciples were, should have no gualifi-
cation or right, to investigate by religious inquiry and search
after truth ; nay, he even takes on to deny them the very means
of attaining the knowledge of the truth, or way of salvation
(only as men of his own order should dispense it) wherein he
denies them the inspiration of the Almighty, and the Scriptures:
Alas, how shall we account for such contradictory assertions
being set forth before the face of the people, unless the author
did really believe, that such rabbies and doctors as himself,
had made a monopoly of all the common sense in the world,
¢éven as he says they should do of the Scriptures and the spirit
of truth, seeing that to all others he will only allow a supposed
inspiration at best (which lie calls fallacious) and no Scripture
but as they should dispense or interpret, quoting, that they
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are their-own goods or property, &c.? See ltler x., page 90,
and letter xii., page 118.

Hence it appears he would not allow, that peopleshould even
dare to use their reason, or yield to conviction (if he so much
as admits they have any such gift or faculty) but that what-
soever such doctors may say, should never be ouce called in
question, whether right or wrong, true or false ; nay, though it
be never so wild or contradictory, even as the very Moloch of
the times.—And moreover, while they exclude all such men, at
this day, as the ancient Prophets and Apostles, they compliment
them with the title of saint and holy father, saying, they them-
selves are their successors.

J. Milner has avowed himself as a spokesman of such lead-
ers of the people, ashave received a peculiar patent or charter
from Heaven, to conduct all natious thither, while they utterly
reject and condemn all that hold it possible to he saved without
them ; and sorts out all that are not led and guided by them-
selves, under the titles of Infidels, Jews, Schismatics, or Here-
tics, &c.; and so holds forth their own particular institution of
creeds, traditions, and commandments of men, to be the high
way to Heaven, instead of the plain way of Loliness ; and is not
that the curse gone forth throughout multitndes, nations, and
langnages ? Insomuch that T might have taken less notice of it,
if none besides his own people were concerned in this matter 3
but where is the gathered society of professed christians at this
day, that have not put some favourite piece of priestcraft into
their buildings? Nay, even while they appear loud agaiust i,
are they not still setting up some favourite rite, ceremony, or
human invention, to bewitch the poor soul (after having begun
in the spirit) to take up a false rest in carnal ease and self-secu-
rity even in the works of the flesh ? Like the Galalians; see chap.
iii.—3. and what state could be more deplorable ?

But Christ remains to be the true and living way, as saith the
Scripture, John xiv.—6.and e alone is the way of holiness, in whom
the fool shall not err, Isaiuh xxxv.—8. while a bare profession,
likeness, or imitation, is none of the way of holiness, nay, but
rather a source of delusion for the poor soul, to take up a
Test in any imitation of man’s devising ; oh theu, how important
is that solemn memento, ¢ None is good, save oue, that is,

C
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God !” and let us further take notice, that it was spoken to one
who was asking the way to eternal life, even to a high orthodox
professor, willing to justify himself in the works of the law, yet
he was warned not to follow the example of even the priest or
levite ; nay, but rather to do like him they called Heretic or
Samaritan, - wherein his deeds were more excellent; compare
Luke x.—25. to the end with chap. xviii.—18., &c.

J. Milner (after arranging his rules of faith, or methods of
finding out the true religion) sorts out ali the Clvistian profes-
sors of these times and nations, dividing them into three different
classes, which he says, have adopted three different methods, or
rules for the discovery and practice of their religion; two of
which rules he calls fallacious, and the other, a true unerring
rule ; which of course is his own, which he says, ¢ Is the word
¢ of God, at large, whether written in the Bible, or handed
¢ down from the Apostles in continued succession by the Catholic
¢¢ Church ; to speak more accurately, besides their rule of faith,
€ whieh is scriptnre and tradition, Catholics acknowledge an
€ unciring judge of controversy, or sure guide in all matters re-
¢ lating to salvation, namely, the Church.”— Lelfer vi., page 29.

Of the other two rules he says, ¢ The first consists of a supposed
¢ private inspiration, or an immediate light or motion of God’s
¢ Spirit communicated to the individual ;” this he says, ¢ Is
¢ guite fallacions, and was the rule of faith and conduct formerly
¢ professed by the DManteuists, the Anahaptists, the Family of
¢ Love ; and is now professed by the Quakers, the Moravians,
¢ and different classes of Methodists.”—The other fallacious
“rule, he says, is, < The written word of God, or the Bible,
¢ according as it is understood by each partieular reader or hiear-
“ er of it, this is the professed rule of the more regular sects of
¢ Protestants, such as the Lutherans, Calvinists, the Socinians,
¢ the Church of England men.”— Page 29

Now after all his plausible professions on candour, and affected
desire to ¢ Iuvestigate truth with impartiality, to acknowledge
¢ it, when discovered, with candour, &c’—See his ii. iv. and
v. letfers; and yet after all such extraordivary professions,
what if it should be found that he has given false statements of -
the whole (even in the very outset) or glossed them over in such
colours, that neither of the three rules can be said to stand
as he labours to set them forth?
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Nay, even respecting his own, which he calls the unerring
rule, he says, it is understood and explained by the Church,
even the Catholic Church ; now, could any thing be more falsely
glossed over ? seeing, that cven according to his own statement,
not one of the millions which profess to be of that Church, should
proceed to determine any matter of faith, ouly as their priests
should decide for them ; neither would he allow that any of them
beside such priests, should dare attempt to examine or explain
the rule, whichhe calls, ¢ The written and the unwritten word,”
as may be seen in divers parts of his book : Nay, he expressly
asserts, that the multitude should not determine any point of
faith, but, the pastors should not fail to pronounce an authori-
tative sentence upon them.—See letter xi., puge 114.

Was ever the like heard, that the clergy alone should consti-
tute the Universal Church? ‘as he says the term (Catholic) means
universal, how then can the multitude which are not allowed a
casting voice, (nay, nor even to think for themselves) be in-
cluded in the universal Chureh, by which he saith, ¢ The rule
¢ i nnderstood and explained ?” I say, how can the multitude
which are excladed, be included in such a Church, if uone be-
sides Cardinals, Bishops, or Priésts alone, must determine, and
be caled the uuiversal Church, while yet they are so small a
portion of it? Alas is not that confusion even like Babel itself?
And yet might I not behold even a still darker shade in his
statement of what he calls his unerring rule ? Nay, were we only
to reflect, how the Scriptures can possibly be called the rule of
faith ; which is understood and explained by the multitude,
that are not allowed even a free reading of them, without what
may be compared to a gag in the mouth? but this is not the
place to enlarge, further than merely to notice how very ambigu-
ously he has lapped up the very subject which he pretended to
explain.

And if he has exaggerated and embellished the description of
his own rule, soas to give it an air or feigned appearance of con-
sistency, certainty, and universality, which it would in no wise
bear, even though proved by the tenor of his own book ? see
on the other hand, how he labours to defame or distort those
he calls fallacious rules, so as not to make them applicable, to
thég}e to whom he applies them; he saith, ¢ the fallacious
‘:‘nde prefessed by the more regular sects of Protestants, is
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¢ the Bible, according as it is understood by each particular
¢ reader or hearer of it,” now I shall say littie to this, but
leave it to whom it may concern ; yet even his own book shews,
that such as he calls the more regular sects of Protestants, &c.
hold an especial reference to the judgment of others, especially
that of their teachers; howbeit, while he meant to cast upon
them, the foul blot of presumption and selfwill, I could heartily
desire that they did better deserve the reproach he designed
to cast upon them.

But that which he calls the fallacious rule of the Dissenters,
he aims at distorting still more, saying, their rule or method,
consists in a supposed private inspiration, or an immediate light
and motion of God’s spirit commuuicated to the individual ; lef-
ter vi., page 29.—There we may see, that, in defining the rules
they profess, he doesnot even mention that they have any reference
to Scripture as a rule, which I wonder that very shame would not
have made him admit, or how could he get over it, seeing that
he is well aware, that the whole of them profess a most special
and unequivocal reference to Scripture authority ; and holds,
that all doctrine contrary thereto should he rejected ; nay, J. M.
knowing full well that they profess them, endeavours in many
parts of his book, to apply them by way of ridicule, as the
source of their delusion, though here he affects to set them forth
as not looking to Scripture as a rule ; which at the same time,
he calls the rule of his own people, whom he would not allow,
even a free unfettered perusal of them ; and how far all this can
be a fair and candid statement of the case, I leave the reader to
determine ?

But that which is beyond all the most revolting, is, his saying,
that ¢ They profess a supposed private inspiration, or immediate
light and motion of God’s Spirit,” which he calls quite fallaci-
ous ; behold there, the subtlety of his subterfuge, seeing he dare
not (in plain simple'language) deny the gift of inspiration, as he
knew that would go to deny the whole testimony of the Bible,
from Genesis to Revélatious ; yet, doth he not hold forth what
amounts to a flat denial thereof (in a way calculated to beguile
the unwary reader) wherein he saith of them, that believe in the
gift of the Holy Spirit, that they profess ¢‘ a supposed private in-
spiration!” even while he knew, that the people he speaks of,
professed no supposed or private thing : Nay, but they profess
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the Spirit, a manifestation whereof is given to every man to pro-
fit withal, according to Cor. xii.—7. so that is a most sure,
and not a supposed gift, and though he might think to get off
with it, as subtlely as he slipt it in, even by saying the men in
question are deceived, (which still is but his say so); yet, even
suppose they were deceived, how could that mend the matter?
Seeing men may deceive themselves in any thing, yea, even in
faith or repentance, &c. which is no less the gift of God than
inspiration ; yet, who could call faith or repentauce supposed, or
private, or fallacious ?

Alas what can he mean by calling inspiration or the light a
supposed private and fallacious thing, seeing he calls the Bible
his rule? And yet the Bible throughout, testifies of the true
light and inspiration of the Almighty ; yea, even before the law,
and under the law ; and moreover, the Prophets foretold of the
gospel, that it should be a ministration of the Spirit; and the
Apostles bore testimony to the fullness thereof ; insomuch, that
whosoever believeth not in the certainty and universality of the
light and inspiration of God, believes not in Christ nor the gos-
pel; nay, but such would make the gospel times, worse than
ever times were since the fall of Adam, and so, make the glad
tidings thereof woful tidings indeed, if so be that it cut off all
intercourse betteen the creature and the Creator? what could
be more deplorable ? Nay, even before the flood, the very signal
of destroying the world by the deluge, was, when the Spirit of
the Lord ceased to strive with man—see Glenesis iii., whereby it
is evident, that even up to that state of total corruption, the
Lord had strove with, and followed the disobedient by the re-
proofs of the Spirit of Christ, yea, even while the Ark was pre-
paring—see 1 Pefer—iii. chap.

And Moses saith, ¢ Wonld to God that all the Lord’s people
were Prophets, and that the Lord would put his Spirit upon
them.”— Numbs. xi.—29. And in the days of Job, the Scripture
saith, ¢ There is a Spirit in man, and the inspiration of the Al-
“ mighty giveth them understanding;” aud that inspiration was
esteemed above the wisdom of great men, and before the under-
standing or the judgment of the ancients; and he that was in-
spired in Job’s days, could say, ¢ I am full of matter, the Spirit
within me constraineth me ;> and he that was constrained by the
_ Spirity did all in reference to the Lord alone, saying, ¢ Let.me
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“ not, I pray you, accept any man’s person, neither let me give
¢ flattering titles to men ; for I know not to give flattering titles,
% in so doing my Maker would soon take me away,”—read Jo&
xxiii.—7. to the end of the chapter; there we may see, that even
such as J. M. would be likely to call infidels, did not blasphe-
mously call inspiration a supposed private and fallacious rule;
nay, but a most sure and certain gift, beyond which we do not
find them making any appeal to great couucils for the confirma-
tion thereof, nor yet accepting the persons of their rabbie:, with
flattering titles of holiness, grace, lordship, or reverend, as we
hear now a days.

And what should I say of the Jews or people of Israel, even
while under the dispeusation of the Law, and the ordinances
thereof? yet who would say, that (even then) they were any
ways acceptable to the Lord further thau while they acted' cou-
formable to the dictates of his good spirit which he gave to in-
struct them ? nay, but being disobedient thereunto wasthe cause
of all their calamities, see Nehem. ix.—20.—30. and even that
dispeusation of types, shadows, and figures, was glorious in its
season, because it pointed to that unspeakable gift of the full-
ness of the spirit, even of the grace and truth which comes by
Jesus Christ, whereof Moses in the Law and the Prophets did
write, yea, and of the fullness thereof the Apostles gave abun-
dant testimony, even of pouring forth of the spirit in the last
days, upon old and young, servants and handmaids, as in Joel
11.—28.—-29. Aets ii.—17. so would our Ileavenly Father give
the holy spirit to them that ask him.— Luke xiii.—11. whereof
I may speak more largely in its place, but thus much have I
hinted by the way, in order to notice how he that aimed at
slandering societies, by calling inspiration or the light a suppo-
sed fallacious rule, hath not merely spoken evil of men, but of
the unspeakable gift of God.

I say, then, hath he uot spekeu evil of all mankind, even by
asserting a doubt of the very existence of the main gift which
doth distinguish them from the beasts of the field? and so to
place the human race upon a level with the brute creation ; and
yet even all that might have been passed over by me, if it only
respected poor man; but seeing how fearfully it tends to blas-
pheme the promises of Christ and the holy spirit, “he could
altogether hold his peace ?
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SECTION II.

Proving the Righteousness which J. M. extols, to be rather
more wicked than the iniquily he condemns, demonstrated
by a comparison of the Crusades, with those he calls
Gcerman and British Fanatics.

AND thus he commences his proof of error, heresy, or blas-
phemy, &c. against all out of the pale of his own society,
saying, ¢ I shall now proceed to shew that the first mentioned
¢ rule, namely, a supposed private inspiration, is quite fallaci-
¢ ous, inasmuch as it is liable to conduct, and has conducted
¢ many into acknowledged errors and impiety ;” letler vi.—page
29.—30. and so he proceeds to instance divers sects (asa proof
of his own assertion) which he saith run into errors and heres-
ies by adopting that rule and points out some, who in the mid-
dle of the second age of christianity, ¢ by adopting this en-
¢ thusiastical rule, rushed into the excess of folly and blasphe-
“ my ;” yet he says, that ¢ the strictness of their precepts, and
¢ the apparent sanctity of their lives deceived many, till
¢ at last two of them hanged themselves: several other here-
¢ tics became dupes of the same principles in the primitive and
“ middle ages; but it was reserved for the time of religious
¢ licentiousness improperly called the reformation, to display
“ the full extent of its absurdity and impiety”’—page 30. Now
let us remember as we pass on, that (even at this day) it is
easier to call men heretics than to prove them such; how then
should we pass sentence on them who lived a thousand years ago,
upon a few loose and disjointed quotations of their avowed ad-
versaries, insomuch that it is rather probable, that many of those
so foully slandered, never held the doctrines imputed to them,
in the sense their adversaries set them forth ? And it is still more
certain, that such as did hold strange notions, were not infiu-
enced by the light or inspiration ; nay, but rather by rebelling
against the conviction of the Light, or Spirit of Truth, and be-
ing disobedient thereunto, yea, and though such might even
profess inspiration, still their lie is no slander upon the truth:
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Howbeit, many of those he paints out, even as hideous
monsters, may have been enabled to say, by the way which he
calls heresy, so worship we the God of our fathers, believing
all things written in the law and the Prophets, and have hope
toward God through the spirit and mediation of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ.

But he proceeds, that ¢ in less than five years after Luther had
¢ sounded the trumpet of evangelical liberty, the sect of Ana-
¢ baptists arose in Germany and the Low Couuntries. 'They pro-
¢ fessed to hold immediate communion with God, and to be
¢ ordered by him to despoil and kill all the wicked, and to es-
¢ tablish a kiugdom of the just, who, to become such, were all
¢ to e re-baptized.”—Ibid.—and so he mentions many horrible
acts committed by such furies, who ¢ sung and danced on the
¢ scaffold, exulting in the imagivnary light of their spirit;” poin-
ting out ¢ John Bockhold, David George, and his disciple
¢ Nicholas, founder of the .Society called Familists, or the
¢ Family of Love, who were numerous at the end of the 16th
¢ century, about which time he saith, Hacket a Calvinist, gave
“ way to the same spirit of delusion; and so he mentions Ar-
¢ thington, and Coppinger, and Venner, and his fifth monarchy
“ men, who, guided by the same private spirit of inspiration,
¢ rushed from their meeting-house, proclaiming that they would
“ acknowledge no sovereign but King Jesus.”—page 31, 32.

It would swell these remarks far beyond my design, to quote
him particularly, neither would it prove to edification ; and as
he saith, that he ““does not notice these impieties and other crimes
¢ for their singularity, or their atrociousness, but because they
 were committed upon the principle, aud under the full con-
“ viction of anr individual and uncontroulable inspiratiou, on the
¢ part of their dupes and perpetrators ;”” yet we may sce, (with
all his affected moderation) how careful he has been, to scrape
up all the foulest of dirt, that he might heap it upon such as be-
lieve in the inspiration of the Almighty ; but let me tell him in
return, that Ishould not have followed him to quote ¢ these sin-
¢ gularities or atrocities,” only in order to remind him, that they
bear his own image, insomuch that had he even a grain of sin-
i eerity or impartiality, he might soon perceive how very similar
f such ways and doings appear, to the deeds of some of his own re-

£ ;
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nowned popes, saints, and councils ; yet I shall motin this case
make comparisons with the blackest of their acts, wherein, as
J. M. states, exterminating cauons of councils and inquisitions
have been in full work ; Nay, but let it suffice, merely to com-
pare them to their crusading schemes, seeing that he esteems the
crusades worthy to be connected with the miracles of his saint
Bernard, &c.—lefter xxiii. page 80.—Note letter xxiv. page
94, 95. :

And whereas he attributes all the madness of the Apabaptists,
to their professing “to hold immediate communication with God;”
might Lie not rather have said, that their madness proceeded from
an excessive attachment to outward ceremonies, and carnal ordi-
nances, like some of his own ways? witness how deeply they
stuck therein, when according to his own account, they “re-bap-
¢ tized all svho should compose the kingdom of the just ” was
not that quite of a piece with the crucaders, who thought that a
visit to Palestine could do such wonders for the souls of men ?

And could any thing be more of a piece with the language of
Pope Urban the IL., in the Council of Clermont, orthat of Peter
the Hermit at the head of the crusaders? for, if John Bockold
said, ¢ that God had made him a present of Amsterdam, and
¢ other cities, and sent parties of his disciples to take posses-
¢ sion of them ;” did not the Pope say to the pewers of Europe
(stirring them up to desolate mnations and dethrone lawful
Princes by the crusades?) Did he not say to them, ¢ go pros-
¢ perously, go with confidence to attack the enemies of God ;
¢ Jet such as are going to fight for Christianity put the form of
¢ the Crossupon their garments, &c., rid God’s sanctuary of
¢ the wicked, bring in the pious ’—Clarke’s History, vol. 1.
page 326. And did not such as went forth in that war, obtain
Papal indulgences and remission of sins ; as if by murder and
rapine they should secure a place in Heaven? And so, if they
did believe that the Holy Land belonged to them by a divine
grant ; and that it was ¢ impiously base and cowardly to allew
¢ it to be polluted by Mahommedans ;”” might not the Anabap-
¢ tists aud fifth monarchy-mmen imagine by the same whimsies,
that they had a divine right to Amsterdam or London? I say
then, wherein lay the difference ? Was it not even in {his, that
they differed in the magnitude and extent of numbers and ini-
quity beyond any shade of comparisou ?
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For the actions of Bockhold, and Venner, and their follow-
ers, were soon suppressed and put down by their own folly; in=
somuch, that if he could look at the event with an honest face,
when he went to'slander inspiration with their deeds, even sup-
pose that was the cause, which cannot be admitted, yet suppose
he did think so, still he might rather have said, we see how
little credit or support such delusion or frantic Jdeeds can ob=
tain from those who profess the light or inspiration of God,
seeing that such furies could not obtain the sanction of as mauy
hundreds, as the crusades did millions ; nor their duration as
many days, as the other stood years; and moreover, when we
reflect, that the crusading project was not the flash of a mo-
ment, set on and promoted, merely by one Pope or one Council ;
Nay, but was followed up for ages, with a determined pace,
and prometed by their Popes, and such as they call saints, with
legates or bishops a head of their armies.

Aud did not many enlist in their armies, for the promise of
absolution from old sins; while others again, might seek op-
portunity tocommit new ones with greediness, eveu to sin with
all their might ; to commit more herrible crimes than was com-
mon to mankind, even newly invented crimes; rarely devised
except by such as popes, prelates or tyrants { for not to men-
tjon their massacre and plunder of the unoffending Jews (and the
like) as they passed along ; only look at their entry into Jeru-
salem ; that, after their horrible butchery, not enly of men, but
of women and infant inhabitants, even while wading through
their blood, did they not praceed forthwith, to the solemnities
of their pretended devotion, at the sepulchre of Christ? Did
they not approach it with bare feet, uncovered heads, and lift-
ing up of murderous hands ; as if to mock Iim, who came not
to destroy men’s lives, but to save them ? Alas, how could they
offer him a greater indignity, than while they destroy his crea-
tures, to fall down at the same time in pretended adoration!
insomuch that if the image of the Cross which they carried, had
any meaning, it went to signify their crucifying him afresh, and
puotting him to open shame even to a witness.

Now it may appear marvellous, that a season of cool reflec-
tion, should not have produced a deep sense of repentance in
these pretended saints and vicars, who promoted such hideons
crimes? but alas! they do not appear to have been of a repen-
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ting stamp, but rather like such as would say, we thank God
that we are not like other men; which language seems verifi-
ed by their measures, wherein the enormity of the crusade did
in no wise induce the promoters thereof to retract from their
purpose ; nay, but if they pursued it as wickedly as they could,
so they held on as long as they were able; even until the land
of Palestine seemed to spew them out, after they had made
the Christian name appear odious to the Turks and Mahome-
dans, insomuch that even herein was verified the predictions of
the Apostles, who foretel the degencrate state of the Church,
wherein even the mystery of iniquity shoutd be made mauifest,
which had began to work, even in their days. Nay, doth not
Peter, Paul, John, and Jude, clearly describe the sad state they
should be brought to by means of false teachers, swhich should
arise even of their own selves, by whose pernicious ways the
way of truth should be evil spoken of? and surely their crusa-
ding projects were not the last of the many scandals, which
false teachers through covetousness (or love of pre-eminence)
hath brought into the churches, just as the apostles foretold
should come to pass, even within; not by such - as should leave
the Church, nay but mark, all within, saying, ¢ théy ahall
enter in” ¢ bring in” ¢ crept in, &c.”—read Acts xx.—29.
2 Thes. ii. 2 Peter ii.—1.—2.—3. Jude iv. and see if they have
not been literally verified even in this thing.

Alas what worse could enter in among them, than those rab-
bies, which sent the people on to Jerusalem for to fight and wor-
ship, even while they pretend to explain our Lord’s words,
which saith, ¢ my kingdom is not of this world : if my kingdom
were of this world, then would my servants fight; but now is
my kingdom not froim hence {”’—see John xviii.—36. And He
saith, ¢ ye shall neither in this mountain nor at Jerusalem wor-
ship the Fatlier, but in spirit and in truth ;” yet have not the
false teachers (through covetousness or thirst of power) made a
sad havoc of the poor flocks, of whom they made legions of ini-
quity, by reason of whom the way of truth was evil spoken of ?—
How could they give greater cause for the christian nanie to be
evil spoken of, than was done in this thing wherein they raged
and foamed out their own shame (as saith the Scripture) even as
in that wherein the crusades behaved so arrogantly ? Alas was
there ever more infamous heresy, than to professs Christ im
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words, while thus by their works they deny the Lord that
Bought them ?—see ii. Pefer 2.—1.

I have dwelt upon this comparison far beyond my bounds of
brevity, because it seemed of necessity that I should glance at
that which might fill a volume ; seeing how frequently the wild
actions of Bockhold and Venner, and the like, have been over
and over again repeated, hoth in large assemblies, and in print,
and now by J. Miélner ; all with dezign to slander suach as pro-
fess to believe in the inspiration of the Almighty, or to slander
all that believe in the sufliciency of the grace and truth which
comes by Jesus Christ; and seeing that has been a work of
priestcraft; I think right to remind such to look at their own
ways, rather than to learn to blaspheme, seeing how near a kin
to blaspliemy, is that of labouring to slander those that believe
in the light, by charging upon them the very crimes which they
always disowned and abhorred, while yet the Priests might be-
held a world of crimes, still more atrocious, which they them-
selves approve, yea, aud call the promoters thereof, saints and
holy fathers, bat that is a wondecful belief, to think that the
mnltitude of sins, and the antiquity, pomp, and greatness of
such as promoted them, should cousecrate and sanctify the
blackest of crimes.

I can no otherwise account for his setting forth the pitiful
madness of Bockhold and Venner, &c., and their few crazy
companions, as an example and test to prove the fallacy of in-
spiration, even while they were disowned by such as professed
to believe therein, while yet at the same time, his own Church,
which he saith is iufallible and could never err, holds forth
greater enormities, even in the crusades and other such like
deeds, and that not barely in one or two cities or kingdoms, for
a few days or weeks only, nay, but as far as they could reach
throughout Christendom, even for ceaturies, while they could
hold it up ; far beyond any shade of comparison with those he
calls German and British fanatics ; nay, but how far did they
outstrip them, even in the most arrogant and abominable part
of their iniquity, wherein they took on to grant their crusaders
indulgences or what J. M. calls passports to Ileaven, even to
them who should fight most wickedly ? yet we do uot find that
~poor Bockhold or Venner ever promised the like indulgences to
their crazy adherents; and as I said, if such be the deeds of
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those which J. M. saith cannot err, while he mentions the crusades
in a high tone of approbation; why then should he labour to heap
up the like as a slander against such as believe in the light and
inspiration of the Almighty, even while they utterly disclaim
and abhor such deeds ?

Thus have I over-passed due bounds on this sickly subject, in
order to provoke some men to a consideration of these things,
that they may learn not to blaspheme, lest they even haug as
a judgment over the nations, believing as I do, that there is no
blasphemy more dangerous, than to aim at slandering the light
and inspiration of God, for the exallation of their Priesthood,
yet is not the hypocrite who can wink at these things, for the
sake of a deceivable confederacy, still more guilty than even the
Priests which utter them, while they know not what they do ?
but I can onlysay, oh! that they could lay these things to heart
before their day be over. 1

J. Milner continues ; “ 1 pass over the unexampled follies,
¢ and the horrors of the grand rebellion, haviug detailed many
¢ of them elsewhere ; it is enough to remark, that while many
¢ of these were committed from the licentiousness of private in-
€ terpretation of Scripture, many others originated in the enthu-
¢ siastic opinicn which I am now combating, that of an im-
* mediate individual inspiration, equal, if not superior, to that
% of the Scriptures themselves”—page 33.

To all which I may only say, that if ke had known the Scrip-
tures or the spirit of God, he should not have set forth the fol-
lies and horrors he alludes to, as the effect of either; seeing
that follies and horrots are rather the consequeuce of man’s re-
belling against the reproofs of inspiration, and Scripture
admonition ; insomuch that ifhe had any fear of God before his
face, he might have reflected on very different causes for the
horrors of rebellion, than the profession of Scripture and revela-
tion, nay, might he not rather say, that the iniquities of both
priests and people had been so filled up, that divine justice
brought on them a day of visitation ; howbeit, even suppose
wicked men did profess Scripture and the influence of the spirit
(and had even felt the eflicacy thereof) while yet they did des-
pite thereto, and acted quite opposed to their profession ; pray
should their crimes be charged upon the very thiug they rebelled
against, and did despite unto ?



17

REMARKS OX THE DAYS OF CROMWELL.,

Is not that as much as to say, that religion is a dangerous
thing to profess, seeing how many of the professors thereof have
dorie wickedly ? and would not a man be very wicked indeed,
who shoald slander religion with the deeds of such as do despite
thereto, and charge their actions upon men that abhor and dis-
own them ? surely that would be base usage indeed ; but is not
his own image stamped upon all such slanders ? are they not the
discordant notes peculiar to his own cage, who are so hardened
as to say infallible, and that we can never err’; even while they
might read the multiplication of errors, could they but count the
number or the name thereof, nay, even causing the people to
err ? hath he not charged men with errors which they deny and
abhor, while himself and his fellow Bishops and Doctors retain
the like errors themselves, if not far worse, (as I shall prove
in its place) and so they plead for, and approve of all the wo-
ful crimes that ever their forefathers committed, saying, that
they can never change, but ever was and is the same still ; even
as if their song, thatthe Church is infallible and can never err,
should transubstantiate or consecrate all crimes? is that proving
men by their fruits (as our Saviour commands his followers)
while they enjoin the people to believe whatever they believe
and teach? see letler xvi.—page 21.

But lest I should be misunderstood, lel me say, that I had
not the most distant view of giving any opiuion upon what he
calls the grand rebellion; believing, that such overturnings,
were according to the permission of an overruling power, which
may suffer the potsherds of the earth to dash against each other,
even for the accomplishment of his own purpase ; butit isremarkable
that J. M. should appear as hostile to moral, as he is to religious
reformation *, which yet is no wonder, seeing that either might

* Taras I should be from advoeating the measurves of what J, M. calls the
grand rehellion; yet nevertheless, on the other hand, I might challenge him
to point out a King, pope, nation, or government, that ever fully understood
» poor man’s right (standing in the presence of great men of the earth) from
the age of Uonsiantine until the days of Cromwell; I say, even throughout
the administrations of all his renowned popes, councils, emperors, or Kings,
with all their boast of justice and impartiality, let him shew, if he be able,
that ever thev sustained a system that secured the poor man's just right, ov
even nnderstood the meaning or extent thereof (on go/spe] prineiples, consist-
ent with ihe tenor of the New Testament) compared with those laws which were
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SECTION I1i.

Charges against George Fox and his fricnds, vepelled
and refuled.

MILNER continues, “ it was in the midst of those religi-
® < ous and civil commotions, that the most extraordinary
“ people, of all those who have adopted the fallacious rule of
¢ private inspiration started up at the call of George Fox, a
¢ shoemaker of Leicestershire.—His fundamental propositions,
¢ as laid down by the most able of his followers are, that the
¢ Scriptures are not the adequate primary rule of faith and man-
¢ ners,—but a secondary rule, subordinate to the spirit, from
¢ which they have their excellency and certainty : that the tesy
¢ timony of the spirit is that alone by which the true know-
¢ ledge of God, hath been, is, and can be reve:led * ; that all
¢ {rue and acceptable worship of God is offered in the imme-
¢« diate moving and drawing of his own spirit, which is neither
¢ limited to places, times, nor persons; such are the avowed
¢ principles of the people called Quakers ; let us now see some

# Pray, wherein licth the fallacy of believing, that the certainty and ex-
cellence of Scripture, can only be known by the Spirit? will he allow the
Scriptures to be things of God ? if co, they can only be known by His Spirit,
according to 1 Cor. ii.—11 Alas! how lightly do thcy esteem the Scriptures,
who would net allaw that they need a corrcsponding principle to make them
effectual ? and what principle can that be, but a measure of the same Spirit
by which they were given forth?

I may ask (for example) could even the concerns of life be understood
without the rational faculty ? nay, would it not be debasing the very learning
of the learned, for to say, that it should only be known by birds or beasts,
&e. ? so the Scripture saith, ¢ as the things of a man, are only known by
man,” (thatis by a corresponding faculty) *“ even so the things of God kuoweth
wo man, but the Spirit of God’—1 Cor. it.—11. and he that believeth not in
the excellence and certainty of the Spirit, believes not the Scriptures, nor
the promises of the gospel; ‘neither can such be a christian, but is an infidel
at heart let him profess what he may 5 as may be proved by the following
Parts of Scripture, aud many others of like import— Luke xi.—13. John iv.
23.—24. and xiv.—16.—17.—26. and xvi.—13. Acts ii.—17. Roms. viii.
Heb. viii.—10 —11, and x,—16. 2 Peter i,—19.—20.—21, 1 John ii.—%7.
and iii,—24,, &c,

E
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“ e fruits of those principles, as recorded by themselves in
“ (leir founder and first Apostles.”

And so he proceeds to quote, as a proof of the fallacy of in-
spiration, that ¢ George Fox tells of himself, that at the be-
“ ginning of his mission, he was moved to go to several courts
¢ and steeplc hoases, &c. to warn them to leave off oppression
¢ and oaths, and to turn from deceit, and to turn to the Lord s
¢ on these occasions the language and behaviour of his spirit,
¢ was ve-y far from the meekness and respect for constituted
¢ authorities of the gospel spirit, as appears from different pas-
¢ sages in his journal. He tells of one of his disciples W. S.
¢ who was moved of the Lord, to go at several times, for three
¢ years, naked and barefoot before them, as a sign uuto them,
¢ ia markets, courts, towns, cities, to the priests’ houses, and to
¢ great mens’ houses, telling them; so should they all be
¢ stripped naked. Auother friend R. II. was moved to go into
¢ Carlisle steeple honse with a white sheet about him. We are
¢ told of a female friend who went stark naked, in the midst
€€ 5{ puablic worship, into Whitehall chapel, when Cromwell
¢ was tliere ; and another woman wlho came into the Parliament
¢ house with a trencher in her hands, which she broke in pieces,
¢ saying, thus shall he be broken in pieces. One came to the
¢ door of the Parliament house with a drawn sword, and wound-
¢ ed several, saying, he was inspired by the holy spirit to kill
¢ every man that sat in that house.”

Such are the instances which J. M, cites, as the fruits of those
he calls the dupes of a supposed private inspiration ; most of
which are fair quotations, others false or distorted, as applied to
the people called Quakers; but why should we woider at any
thing he might advance, sceing that he is not ashamed to hold
forth the ountgoings of James Naylor, as a proof of the fallacy
of inspiration, even while he knew full well, that J. Naylor
himself had condemned that part of his conduct alluded to by
J. M. and his friends never owned it.

Now it remains to be seen, whether by such quotations he
can a2ny ways prove the fallacy of iuspiration ; and seeing that
he first mentions G. Fox ; let us look then, how far his design
is promoted by the accusations which he brings against him ? he
accuses «im of being moved to warn people in divers places,
¢ to l.ave o oppiession, oaths, and deceit, and to turn to the

-

-~

~
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¢ Lord.” Now what great crime in all that ? although Milner
may thiak it very vile to cry against oppression, oaths, and de-
seit, and to call people to turn to the Lord ? It seems that op-
pression, oaths, aud deceit, are no crimes in his creed; for he
says, it is hard to reconcile the Scripture which saith, ¢ swear
¢ pot at ali.” But then he charges George Fox with langnage
and behaviour (on such occa-ious) far from the respect due to
eonstituted authorities, and quotes (as a specimen) part of a let=
ter he wrote to King Charles, adding, thai the citation thereof
should satisfy him; as if he did really think, that even one spe«
cimen (with such a doctor’s condemuation at tke tail of it) should
be quite sufficient to set forth the vileness of the spirit which in-
fluenced G. Fox ; poor man, is it the hypocrite’s mote in his
eye, which causeth him to behold G.F.and his friends as such
hideous monsters ? and yet it is hard to tell, what part of that
letter he deems such a wicked production, except it be, that he
deems it very vile to call him ** King Charles,” or to say, that,
¢ if he suffered such abominations and vanities to be encouraged,
¢ as drunkeunness, oaths, plays, and may-games, &c.the nation
¢ would soon turn as bad as the old world, that grieved the Lord
¢ till he overthrew them, and so he will you if these things be
“ not suppressed, &c.”

Such is the substance of his extract; and although he omitted
the choicest part of that letter; still I cannot see how even his
own citation of it, goes to establish guilt against the writer;
nay but doth it not go far to establish this truth, even this?
that when men who are strangers to the moving of the spirit of
the Lord (to warn rulers or people) take on to pass sentence up=
oi such 2% are so moved, they speak evil of things they know
not, but as natural brute beasts ? ¢ the natural man receiveth
not the things of the spirit of God ; for they are foolishness unto
hiw, ueither can lie know them, because they are spiritually dis-
cerned”—1 Cors.—ii—14. and if the mysteries of Christ’s King=
dom were hid (most of all) from the wise scribesand doctorsof old,
hiow much more then should they be hid from the wise presump-
tuous doctors and rabbies of these days, who deride and scorn the
only means whereby the things of God can be discerned ? see-
ing they revile and scoff at inspiration ; or what is rather worse,
if worse could be, they say in effect, that now there is no true
light nor inspiration in all the earth, nor under heaven, but
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what they have gotten amongst themselves, to dispense as they
please ; nay, have they not even made merchandize of that pro-
fession? is it any marvel then, if God Almighty should so bind
them up in a chain of darkness, that they should put evil for
good, and good for evil, darkness for light, and light for dark-
ness ? and even prove to be the scorners, ° that make a man an
offender for a word, and lay a snare for him that reproveth in
the gate,” as we read in Is#iuh xxix.—20.—21. and so they
cry out against the word of honest reproof or exhortation, even
while they besaint their own rabbies, for their furious zeal in pro-
moting such laws in their great councils, as caused people to be
burned alive for religion, even as J. Hf. himself admits—see
letter xlix., puge 167—169—even while they spoke high swell-
ing words of love and meekness, and hold men’s persons in ad-
miration because of advantage, which the Scripture sets forth as
a mark of desperate depravity.—Jude x.—11.—16.

Such may account George Fox and his friends to be guiity of
unpardonable crimes, because they faithfully forewarned people
of the wrath for which their iniquities were fitting them,
though they may read how Paul warned the high priest, when
he said, ‘“God shall smite thee, thou whited wall;” and though
he shewed how far he would be from speaking evil of such ru-
lers ; yet we do not find that he retracted even a titile of the
word which had gone forth through the spirit, neither did he re-
tract that reasoning which made Felix the governor to tremble.

I may further ask this man-pleasiug doctor, was it a crime in
John the Baptist to reprove Herod, though he was imprisoned
and beheaded for his honesty; or for Peter and John to have
spoken so boldly to the rulers and people of Israel, that their
language cut them to the heart?— Acts ii.—37.—but I need not
instance examples ; seeing how both the Old and New Testa-
ment abounds with ensamples of the honest, plain, and powerful
warnings, which the servants of the Lord held forth, who spoke
in the authority of his spirit ; and if the doctor and the sophist
cannot believe such a report, let them look at the treatment
they endured, . who were stoned and sawn asunder, and wan-
dered about, being destitute, tormented, aud afilicfed, of whom
the world was not worthy, such were of good report in the sight
of God —See Heb. xi.

Now who would say, that all they suffered came upon them
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for dealing out deceitful or palatable doctrine to the constituted
authorities 7 Nay surely, for if it be the truth of Christ, de-
livered in the simplicity and authority of His Spirit, the world
will hate it ; as He saith, ¢ me it hateth”, and again, * ye
¢ shall be hated of all men for my name sake, but the world
will love his own ;” now I might ask this great doctor (who is
devising new sins, and new-found inventious to prove the fallacy
of inspiration,) whether all that the ancient prophets suffered,
goes'to prove the fallacy of their spirit, seeing they were ac-
counted heretics, and never esteemed orthodox ; for had they run
with the current opinion of the times, they should not have been -
persecuted ; nay verily, but the covetous priests, who covet the
pre-eminence, and love greetings in public places, and to be
called of men Rabbi; they can please the world, and the world
wonders after them, while they go after the world, and despise
the appearance of the like sincerity as was in the' ancient pro-
phets and saints, whom yet they extol, and make a trade of
thewr woras, saying, that they themselves are their successors ;
i not that like the scribes and priests whom our Saviour up-
braided with praising the dead propbets while they stoned the
living ones ? and such like doctors now a days, wonder at, and .
despise any true mark of honesty or plainness, setting it down as
a notorious proof of the fallacy of inspiration ; but may it not
be said unto such, behold ye despisers, and wonder, and perish,
except ye repent ?

But J. M. points at such as he calls disciples of George Fox;
I suppose he calls them so by way of scorn, seeing he cannot
prove that ever G. F. sought for a disciple, or that ever any
one owned him as a master ; so that he may keep all that to him-
self, who breaks the Lord’s commaudments, who saith, ¢ call
no mau your father upon the earth; for one is your father,
which is in Ieaven: Neither be ye called masters, for one is
your master, even Christ”—AMaf. xxiii.—9.—10. Yet his book
is as full of such heathenish fopperies, as if it had been written
by a stage player; hardly a leaf without such stuff as, lordship,
or reverence, &c. as if he gloried in breaking our Lord’s com-
mands, even‘while he writes a great volume, to prove that all
people should observe and do all that such rabbies as himself
command : Nay, that they should break the Lord’s commands,
if they so order, which his very language attests ; for where can
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he find precept or example in the New Testament, to deny in-
spiration, and to set up all those flattering titles, and honours,
which they give and receive to please proud flesh, that love to
be called of men rabbi, which our Lord saith ¢ woe unto

So that he Lad no cause to glory, or sport out his empty slur
against G. Fox, calling people his disciples, seeing that G. F.
only sought to bring people to be disciples of Christ, he sought
not their honour, nor their money, but that they might turn to
the Lord, and give Him all the glory, to whom it belonged, and
not unto man whose breath is in his nostrils ; and as J. M. read
G Fox’s Journal, he should know, that his leading principle
was, that” God would teach his people Iimself, as saith the
Scripture—John vi.—15. and that his main testimony run against
that of men turning people to be their own disciples, in order to
make merchandize of them, to cheat them of their souls and of
their money, instead of turning them to the Lord, who alone
can make them his own disciples indeed ; which they never can
be while they bow down unto man.

But what shall I say of the two instances he recites, as being
of George Fox’s party, one a female, who (as he saith) ¢ went
“ stark naked, in the midst of public worship, into Whiiehall
¢ Chapel,” and a man, that ¢ came to the dcor of the parlia-
¢ ment house with a drawn swoerd, and wounded several, saying,
« hLe was inspired by the Holy Spirit, to kill every mau thai sat
¢ in that house;” I know not from whence he scraped up such
stuff, neither does it matter whether it be a correct account, or
a false quotation, seeing that even whether the thing did, or did
not occur, it is equally a false slauder as applied to any gather-
ed society of people whatever ; but how much more horrible,
when dealt out with a design to prove the fallacy of inspiration,
and withal to be so ravenous after evidence for such a purpose,
as to bring forward a couple of desperate lunatics? but how well
would it be for him and many of his brother doctors, if they
had no greater crime than that of madness to answer for; and
seeing that he was aware that his readers must know right well,
that no friend of George Fox’s, would take a sword to kill all
in the parliament house, I say, seeing that it is s0, even cha-
rity itself might suggest a hope, that such raviug might be in
part owing to a disorder of the brain; but, alas! such a hope
vanisheth, when we reflect that itis quite of a piece with the
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whole tenor of his book, wherein he labours to prove that all
people should receive whatever comes from those of his own
order, say what they please, nay even to believe that the very
errors of such rabbies is real infallibility, and must be so for ever.

And as he makes no distinction, but strangely takes on to
make proof all alike which is ont of his own cage ; let us see
then, whether a very differeut class of evidence which he brings
forth from the same quarter, will answer his design any better
than his two mad ones? as he equally condemns the friends of G.
F., who appeared as signs to warn people of the evil of their
ways, and gives samples of such as iu the days of Cromwell, &c.
did the like, in cities, courts, at great mens’ houses, and places
of worship ; and instances a woman that ¢ went unto the parlia-
¢ ment house with a trencher in her hand, which she broke in
¢ pieces, saying, thus shall he be broken in pieces ;” and now
while he turns this into ridicule, he knew full well, that th
power of Cromwell, and his parliament, was, shortly after, bro-
ken in pieces; and so the thing signified came to pass, as did
also other signs and warnings to which he alludes, and which
were fulfilled in a remarkable manner ; but was ever the like
fiction devised, as to set forth such accounts for proofs of the
fallacy of inspiration? Alas! is it because they warned the peo-
ple, that they are so vile in his sight ? or is it because that their
predictions came to pass, and were fulfilled, that makes them
appear to him so false ? .

But seeing he appears so hostile to prophetic warnings, why
should he have set forth the fulfillment of a nun’s prophecy, as a
miracle, to prove the exclusive infallibility of his own church?
I might further ask him, whence had this nun her proplecy, if
she (like himself) denied inspiration? but peradventure he con-
demns those signs and warnings, because they were not done in
form, only to prove the exclusive infallibility of a sect, as
though such things should answer no other end ? but those he
eondemns, had no such private or selfish end in view ; nay, but
were variously manifested, even in the face of large assemblies;
and moreover divers of those warnings were published and recor-
ded, while many living beholders might bear witness, both to
the sign or warning, and to the fullfilling of the thing signified ;
and yet we do not find, that even their adversaries denied the
truth of such statements, though they had many enemies that
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could not endure reproof ; but such accounts were not then pub-
lished, merely as a new thing, peculiar to any society exclusive-
1y, by no means, nay but as a fruit of the manisfestation of the
spirit which s given to every man to profit withal, cven to shew
forth the goodness and forbearance of God, in warning the re-
bellious, not only by words and writings, but even by signifi-
cant signs, which were remarkably fulfilled.

As George Fox (as well as others) noticed some of these oc-
currénces in his journal, J. M. refers thereto, as if that should
be sufficient to prove the folly and vileness of all people or things
vonnected therewith; and so he may, for that journal is fool-
dshness indeed, to all who are strangers to the influence of the
¢pirit wherein it is set forth, inasmuch as it exhibits a specimen
pf genunine frankaess, simplicity, and houesty, calculated to of-
tind and stumble 211 that is of that maddish self-sceking miad,
cehich must be offeaded, stumbled, snared, and broken, if ever
ithe captive soul be made free indeed ; for that is the mind that
draws down to the chambers of the great whore, and that holds
captive, deceives, stambles, and easnares all, the children of
old Adam, since the day wherein the Serpent beguniled Eve
through his subtlety, saying, ye shall he as Gods, knowing
good and evil; which mind would feed upon knowledge in-
stead of life, even to this day, and therein many are saying one
to another, take and eat thereof; yea, come and sit down at
table uuder my erdinances, even my beautiful structure of divi-
nity, and fear not to swallow down implicitty the whole fruit of
all my glittering knowledge, and creeds, &c., so shall ye be ab-
solved from $in, (wilhout passing through the bitter ministration
of condemnation, and repentance unto life, which God brings
home to the conscience ;) and thus cometh death, and they that
are in such death, are strangers to, and ashamed of the simpli-
city of the gospel of life, and not living in that mind which can
love God abeve all, and his neighbour as himself, he cannot see
how that should fulfil the law or the gospel, but sees nakedness,
and not being clothed upon with that life which is hid with
Christ in God, is ashamed of such as seek no other covering ;
mind reader, this is a hiut by the way.

Great indeed is the mystery of iniquity, and various the ways
whereby the father of lies works to beguile poor souls, and be=
tray the cause of truth, aud if J. Milner had ouly said, that



7

GHARGES AGAINST G. FOX & HIS FRIENDS REPELLED & REFUTEE.

many who professed the same principles as G. Fox and his
friends, had notoriously fallen into the earth, even to this day,
I should not dare to contradict him, nay, he might have said,
that many of them have fallen by means of the same enchant-
ment that blinded and bewitched his own old mother, (though
somewhat different) even by the greatness, love, and friendship
of the world ; but if they have been allured by the world, to
err from the spirit whereof they made profession, their apostacy
(or worldly mindedness) is therefore, no fruit of inspiration, nay,
but the very fruit of slighting the dictates thereof : and though
such may have gained more of the friendship of the world, than
they could have done by fervently adhering to the light or in-
spiration of God, (against which he makes such an outery,) yet
their case may be full as dangerous as his, so far asrespects them-
selves, though they may not have the same power to bewitch
and entangle others, as he has arrived at, by accumulated oc-
casions of iniquity, grown crafty through age, and revered for
the iniquity thereof ; howbeit even the modern apostate, who
covers himself with a profession of the spirit, (while he walks
after the world and the‘flesh,) may, by his example, cause many
likewise to stumble, and woe to him who causeth such offence.
And moreover, while we may see what great enemies such as
J. M. have proved to truc gospel freedom and simplicity, we
should remember by the way, that some of us have still more
dangerous enemiecs than the openly avowed ones (even those of
our own houshold) sceing that the hidden ones may prove worst
of all, whereby to deceive ourselves and others, if so be, that
while they concur (even by profession) with every tittle of the
truth itsell ; yet if their spirit be not clothed therewith, they
see it not, but while they think they see, they only sce naked-
ness, and so are ashamed of the simplicity of the truth, even
while they think they are truly concerned for the homour and
welfare thereof, and desire to hide it from shame, with a skirt
of their goodly Babylonish garment ; nay, often saying of those
that bore a notable testimony to the power and simplicity of the
gospel, that the plainness or coarseness of their manner, was all
owing to the temper of the times wherein they lived, and thus,
while they fully concur in sentiment, they desire also to prove

their love to the cause, by throwing a skirt of the modish man-
r
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SECTION 1V.

Sundry observations upon J. Milner’s accusations of James
Naylor, &ec. also respecting Swedinborg, the Moravian,
and Johannah Southcoate.

For a true and impartial account of James Naylor, I may refer
the reader to Sewel’s History, Gough’s History, and to Joseph
Gurney Benin’s Life of J. Naylor.

I HAVE heretofore noticed, that we need not wondcrat any
thing J. M. should write, after his producing the case of
James Naylor as a proof of the fallacy of inspiration, though
even J. Naylor himself had fully condemued his conduct, in the
case alluded to by J. M., wherein he had suffered some wild
people to idolize his person; (which is the only and singular
crime that I can find proved against him,) and no gathered so-
ciety ever approved thereof; but the malice of Milner’s design
is still more baréfaced, wherein he brings a charge against J.
Naylor which he always disowned, and which even his adver-
saries could never prove against him, and yet he calls it a fact,
saying, ‘ the fact is, that J. Naylor, like so many other dupes
“of a supposed private inspiration, fancied himself to be the
Messiah, &c.” and though he so asserts, yet he might have read,
that Robert Rich, a merchant of London, offered to prove from
Scripture before the House of Commons, that nothing Naylor had
said or done was blasphemy; and when he was not so heard,
that he persisted (even to the period of Naylor’s suffering,) to
stand at the door of the house, accosting the members as they en-
tered, with texts of Scripture, and likewise crying, ¢ the land
mourus because of oppression;” which he could not have at-
tempted to do, if Naylor had fancied, as J. M. saith was the
fact ; which shews how much ecsier itis to slander a man with
a false accusation, an hundred years after his death, than to prove
it against him while living.
But this is only one of the many instances, wherein we find
J. Milner feasting his imagination, by heaping slander upon suf-
fering; no doubt, with a design to haud a delicious mersel to tLe
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stomach of readers of his own taste ; and I mean to remind him
of many other such like tricks, even of sporting himself with a
detail of pitiable sufferings, inflicted upon injured innocence,
against whom he would devise some hideous crime, inorder that
they should not fail to appear horrible ; and seeing that poor
Naylor is on his list, I shall make some remarks thereupon,
which are due to those among whom his slanders were industri-
ously circulated ; and whereas J. M. sets him forth as a conclu-
sive mark of the fallacy of inspiration ; I shall, en the other
hand, insist, that his case goes very far to demonstrate the efil
cacy and stability thereof ; insomuch, that were I called upon to
shew forth an instance, to prove iuspiration as a sure and tried
word, to be relied upon in all weathers ; I should refer to the
case of J. Naylor, before any that occursto my remembrance of
latter times ; and all for these every reasons, even that we may
hehold therein clearly exemplified, the weakness, frailty, and
instability of man, and also the power, mercy, and goodness
of God.

Behold there a man, eminently gifted ; and look at him again,
fallen from that happy state (through unwatchfulness,) even
fallen into grievous darkuess and temptation ; and suffering at
the same time all manner of reproach and revilings, with bodily
sufferings, too hard for human nature to endure; even by
stripes, imprisonments, and privations, &c., while forsaken by
his friends, (who were grieved for his temptation;) and yet
through all, his integrity scems not to have been shaken fora
woment ; nay not even so far as to utter a murmur, or to seek re-
lief by withholding reproof from some men of high account, who
could have spoken for the severity or mitigation of his sufferings,
only look at him thus kept above all flattery, even in the hour
of the greatest extremity, when his life was at stake, insomuch,
that even his adversaries owned him to be a man of unshaken
fortitude, and inflexible integrity.

And after haying suffered both in body and spirit, beyond
what the course of humanity would seem able to endure, we
may behold him again restored, established, strengthened, and
settled upon the immutable rock of ages, even upon the revela-
tion of that inspiration, which first shewed him his sins, and
drew lim unto his Saviour, which sustained him in afflictions,
sven in the dungeon ; and finally, gave him a glorious victory
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over the beast, the whore, and the false prophet, and over sin,
dell, and the grave ; that he might say, this is the victory that
overcometh the world, even our faith ; and now let J. M. and
bis enemies, wonder and be amazed at the strangeness of his sal-
vation, even while a review of his case, might prove a lesson of
peculiar instruction, to him that standeth (not to rely upon
gifts, or knowledge, but) to take heed less le fall ; and for him
that is tempted aud tried, to trust in the Lord for ever, whose
grace is all sufficient.

And seeing that J. M. aflixes it as a fact upon James Naylor,
that ¢ he fancied himself to be the Messiah;” and again he
saith, “G. Fox was not more strongly moved to believe that he
‘ was the messenger of Christ, thauJ Naylor was, to believe
% that he himself was Christ”—/etter vii.—page 45.—1I say then,
seeing that he thus asserts such a false and wicked slander, I
shall therefore proceed a little farther, to state the case as I find
it really to stand, even that J. Naylor never believed nor fan.
cied any such thing, although he suffered some wild people to
bestow upen him divers extravagant expressions and gestures of
flattery, which he foolishly allowed them to offer him, as in ho-
nour to that gift or measure of the spirit, which he had witnessed
to be given to him according to Scripture, which bears abundant
testimony of the spirit which should be poured forth upou be-
lievers in the gospel times— Luke xi.~—13.—John vii. 39.— Roms.
vili.—1 Cors. iii.—16.—and vi.—19.—~2 Cors. vi.—16.—17.—
Hebs. viii.—10.—11.—Gals. iv. 6.—John iii. 24.—Revs. xxi.
3. &c.

And though J. Naylor had witnessed the truth and verity of
such great and precious promises, even to an extraordinary effu-
sion thereof ; yet he was permitted ; (perhaps for our admoni-
tion, or his chastisement, to fall into such a state of gross dark-
ness, confusion, and error, as to allow some wild people, who
admired his gifts, to do a sort of homage to him, for a few days;
aud when he was questioned why he did not reprove them, ho
only answered, ¢ what am I that I should judge it, if they did
% it in honour of the Lord 2 but said he, *if it be attributed to
 the creature, then it is reprovable; I do abhor that any of
¢ that honour which is due to God, should be given to me, as I
% am a creature, but it pleased the Lord to set me up as a sign,
&c.” thus spoke Naylor, in those moments which he calls ¢ the
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¢ night of his temptation, when the powers of darkness were
¢ above ;7 all of which rather bespeak a state of silly mopish con«
fusion. ]

But to say that he ever believed himself to be Messiah, or
Christ, is such a foul slander, that even his greatest enemies
could never prove he said any thing like it, (though he had many
enemies, whom he had sharply rebuked) neither could they
prove, that he ever attempted a single practice, that should cor~
respond with such a wicked calumny. nor yet with the marks
which our Saviour gives of false Christs, &c. saying, they should
shew forth signs and wonders, &c. see Muark xiii.—22. but in
that also his enemies are proved liars, seeing he had none of the
marks with which our Saviour saith false Christs should come,
nay but therein he was the very reverse, being remarkable only
for purity of life, and for the simplicity and energy of his doc-
trine—but it seems to have been a letter which one of those
wild people wrote him (together with their crazy behaviour)
that gave colour to such a false slander, which makes the crime
still blacker in those that would resort to such like shifts, to belie
the dead, seeing he utterly disclaimed it, and condemned the
part wherein he was in fault; which he had abundant cause to
do, inasmuch as he had thought, that to honour the Lord’s ser-
vant was giving honour to the Lord, whereas the servant should
be the more humble, in consideration of his gifts; so that to re-
ceive any part of that honour was a great abomination indeed, of
which he deeply repented.

And if J. M. had even a spark of shame, he should rather
have blushed, to see how very like that was to some of his own
doings ; but peradventure he thought it a great crime in a poor
plowman, to dare to appear so very like himself and his bre-
thren ; even though it was but a few days, that Naylor had
practised, or permitted, something like what he and his fore-
fathers had been playing off for ages ; and although that which
Naylor suffered to be done toward him, was a great abomination,
yet the crime appears of a still fouler aud deeper dye, in that
wherein it so nearly resembles J. Milner’s ways, seeing they
have been so horribly stained by the blood which hath been
shed, and persecution practised to uphold them ; but mercy was
extended so poor Naylor, in that he was not hardened like J. M.
and his brother Rabbies, for he soon repented, but they practise
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the like or worse, and call it their sanctification and justificatios,
insomuch that it would fill pages, to recite all that I have heard
and seen of such like ways, (though my knowledge of them is
very limited) yet I might ask, what meaneth all this bowiang,
flattering, cringing, and cap in band, which I see played off
with them in public places ? and do not J. M.and his brother
bishops take to themselves, and give to each other, those titles
which should not be given to any creature, even such as his
holiness, reverence, or reverend, which should only be applied
to the Almighty, whose name is called holy and reverend.—
Psalm iii.—19.

And I have heard, but do not say it is fact, as he falsely
accuses Naylor, with so many others in a lump (which he basely
insinuates, fancied themselves to be the Messiah ;) Isay, T have
heard, that the Pope has allowed people even to kiss his toe or
his feet, as Naylor suffered some to kiss his feet, or his wounds,
which slur J. M. tauntingly quotes, as if he had forgot that it
was papal honour ; but although I have often heard and read of
the Pope’s dispensations and indulgences, which are highly ex-
tolled by J. M.—see letter 43—yet it doth not appear that
Naylor ever attempted to practise the like in any wise.

But that which above all, appears the great abomination
charged against him, is far outdone by J. M. and his brother
priests ; even that, whereas Naylor allowed people to adore
him, on acconnt of the measure of the spirit of Christ, which he
believed had been given him according to the gospel promise ;
yet J. M. so far outstrips him in arrogant pretcnsions, as to as-
sert, that the bread which himself and his brethren doth bless,
is transubstantiated and changed into Christ, even as he saith
that they make trne God as well es man present in it—('see letter
xxxvi.—page 40) which also in some countries is carried about
eveu through the streets in great state and parade, where people
fall down before it, even though it should be in the mire of the
streets; nay I have heard, there was a time, when (in Spain,
Italy, &c.) if the procession thereof was to pass, and meet with
a man that could not bow to it, he might be hewn down by
some of the crowd, or sent to the inquisition ; and they even
deem it rank heresy, to utter a doubt of their }eing able to
change their bread into the Living God ari Saviour, nay,
haye they not even tortured and killed many for daring to call it
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in question. And now let us suppose that Naylor fancied hime
self to be the Messiah, as J. M. asserts, which I utterly deny,
yet, let us for a moment suppose he did so ; whether is it worse
to fancy a man to be Christ, or to say he can make Christ 2 or
again, which is worse to say Christ is made of a man, or of a
piece of bread ? Alas, alas! if it be so presumptuous as I feel it
to be, even to utter language to state the subject, how much
more to practise the like throughout ages ?

And seeing that when Satan was permitted to get an advan-
tage over poor Naylor’s unwatchfulness, he betrayed him at un-
awares into divers pomps and vanities, somewhat like J. M. and
his brother bishops had wallowed in for ages, and of course
polluted by a lust after the praise of men; was it any marvel
then, that he should have to repent bitterly, when his compas-
sionate Saviour cast an eye of pity upon him, to shew him where
he was, auvd who he had got for company ? even as we read of
Peter, when he warmed himself in the palace of the high priest,
with which warmth it appears, the hour and power of darkness
eame so far over him, that he knew not what he said, but even
cursed and swore, as if to shew those about him, that he was ne
fanatic or enthusiast ; for being then at the beck of Satan (whe
desired to sift him as wheat in a sieve,) he could soon shew him
a short way, to appear as orthodox, and as good a fellow as any
in company ; but seeing he did it ignorantly, under that hour of
darkness, his gracious Lord gave him a look of mercy and com-
passion, and that was enough; the powers of darkness fled
before his eye, whichisas a flame of fire, that Peter saw as in
the twinkling of an eye, how vain it was to rely on his own
strength ; and saw where the high priests and all their multi-
tude wherein they trustcd were ; and finally, saw his Lord’s
power over all, who, though lie appeared alone, forsaken, and
rejected of all, yet was stronger than all; and by his power,
Peter was enabled to repent and weep bitterly, and to get quit of
the palace of the high priest ;: now I might ask all such mockers
as J. M. whetherit is a dishonour to Peter’s Lord and Master,
that one of his favoured disciples should behave as Peter did ;
and that they all forsook him at that hour, and fled ? but alas!
they know it not? nor ever can, so long as they make a trade
thereof, though they claim the whole as their own right.

As to the case of J. Naylor, I have no doubt of his being
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made a partaker of that unspeakable gift, even the gift of un-
feigned repentance ; but seeing J. M. and divers others of
his order, &c., hold him forth asa ¢ launghing stock” for the
very design of slandering inspiration ; I shall therefore subjoin
a small specimen, out of the many testimonies which he pub-
lished after the weight of his sufferings had abated ; as I do
vot find much that he wrote while under extreme suffering, nay,
not even to vindicate himself, or acknowledge his offence ; as
he did not then seem to think he had been in error, because
many things were charged agaiust him, of which he knew his
own innocence, did probably make him the more backward in
discerning his fault ; and oreover he appears (even in his dark-
est moments) to be more afraid of betraying the truth, than
even of death or suffering ; yet far be it from me to advocate
Naylor’scause, as respects the man (““in the night of temptation” ;)
but seeing him so pointed 2t as an instance of the fallacy ofinspi-
ration, I would only insist, that his error came (even as himself
saith) by not keeping waichful to the dictates of the spirit of
truth ; therefore his fall was so far from being a fanlt of inspira-
tion, that it was because of the want or absence thereof, that the
encmy got the advantage ; yet so far as he was under the influ-
ence of the spirit of Christ, he was such a man, both before and
after, as is rare to be found ; and so farashe was any thing,
must be wholly attributed to inspiration ; and so far as he was
nothing, or worse than nothing, came by the want or with-
drawiug thereof; and after all, what if he should be found in
the great day, to be amongst those of whom the world was not
worthy ; and as it would be the basest of usage, to condemn a
man without allowing him to speak for himself, I shall therefore
give a few of his own expressions as follow.

J. Naylor saith ¢ concerning Jesus Christ, who is the eternal
¢ word of God, by whom all things were made and upholden,
“ who was before all time, but manifest in time for the recovery
¢ of lost man, which word became flesh, aud dwelt among the
“ saints, who is the same yesterday, and to-day, and for ever;
¢ who did and doth dwell in the saints ; who suffered and rose
 again, and ascended into Heaven, and is set at the right hand of
“God; to whom all power is given in heaven, and in earth ;

¢ who filleth all places; he is the light of the world, but known
' G
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¢ {o none but those who receive and follow Him ; and those he
« leads up to God, out of all the ways, works, and worships of
¢ the world ; by his pure light in them, whereby he reveals the
“ man of sin, and by his power casts him out, and so prepares
¢ the bodies of the saints a fit temple for the pure God to dwell
¢ jn, with whom dwells no unclean thing, and thus he recon-
¢ ¢iles God and man ; and the image of God which is purity
< and holiness, is renewed ; and the image of Satan, which is
¢ all sin and uncleanness is defaced. And noune can witness re-
¢ demption, further than Christ is thus revealed in them, to set
¢ them free from sin; which Christ I witness to be revealed in
“ me in measure.”—Gal. i.—16.—2 Cor. xiil.—5.—Col. i.—27.

¢« Christ Jesus, the Emanuel, of whose sufferings the Scrip-

¢ tures declare ; him alone I confess before men, for whose sake I
¢

-~

-~

N

have denied whatever was dear to me in this world, that I
¢

-

might win him and be found in him, and not in myself; whose
life and virtue I find daily manifest in my mortal hody (which
“is my eternal joy and hope of glory,) whom alone I
¢ seck to serve in spirit, soul, and body, night and day, ac-
cording to the measure of grace working in me, that in me he
may be glorified, whether by life or death, and for his sake
I suffer all things, that he alone may have the glory of my
change, whose work alone isin me; even to that eternal spi-
rit be glory, and to the Lamb for ever.”

¢ But to ascribe this name, power, or virtue, to James Naylor,
¢ or that which had a beginning, and must return to dust; or
¢ for that to be exalted or worshipped; to me is a great idolatry,
“and with the spirit of Jesus in me is condemned, let his name
be exalted for ever, and let all flesh fear before him, whose
breath is life to his own, but a consuming fire to the adversary.
And to the Lord Jesus Christ be everlasting dominion upon
“ earth ; and his kingdom above all the powers of darkness;
¢ even that Christ of whom the Scriptures declare ; which was,
¢ and is, and is to come, the light of the world to all genera-
“ tions; who hath heen the rock of my salvation ; and his spirit
¢ hath given patience and quietness to my soul in deep afiliction ;

4

-~

~
~

4

-
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-~

¢

-~

(4

-
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<

-
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-

~

¢ eyen for his name sake, praises for ever.”

 But condemued for ever be all those false worships, with
¢ which any have idolized my person in the night of my tempta- ',
% tion, when the power of darkness was above ; all their casting "

£
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¢ their clothes in the way, their bowings and singings, and all
¢ the rest of those wild actions, which did any ways dishonour
¢ the Lord, or draw the miuds of any from the measure of
¢ Christ Jesus in themselves, to look at flesh, which is as
¢ grass, or ascribe that to the visible, which belongs to Christ
¢ Jesus ; all that [ condemn, by which the pure name of the-
¢ Lord hath been any ways blasphemed through me, in the time
¢ of temptation ; or the spirits of any people grieved, that truly
¢ Joved the Lord Jesus throughout the whole world, of what

N

““ sort soever.”

¢ This offence I confess, which hath been sorrow of heart,
¢ that the enemy of man’s peace in Christ, should ‘get this ad-
‘ yantage in the night of my trial, to stir up wrath and offences
¢ in the creation of God ; a thing the simplicity of my heart
¢ did not intend, the Lord knows, who, in his endless love,
¢ hath given me power over it, to condemu it. So this [ deny
¢ also, that the name of Jesus was received instead of James
¢ Naylor, for that name is to the seed to all generations, and

<
£

he that hath the Son hath the name, which is life and power,
<

-

the salvation and uuction, into which name all the children
¢ of the light are baptized.”
¢ And all those ranting wild spirits, which gathered about me

““in that time of darkuness; and all their wild actions and

-~
-

¢ wicked words against the honour of God, and his pure spirit
and people ; I deny that bad spirit, and the power and the
work thereof ; and as far as [ gave advantage, through want
of judgment, for that evil spirit in any to arise, [ take shame
to myself justly ; having formerly had power over that spirit
in judgment and discerning, wherever it was ; which darkness
came over me through want of watchfuliess and obedience to
the pure eye of God, and diligently minding the reproof of
¢ life, which condemns the adulterous spirit, and it is in my
¢ heart to confess to God, and before man, my folly and offence
“ in that day, yet there were many things formed against me in
¢ that day to take away my life, and briug scandal upon the
¢ truth, of which I am not guilty at all.”

And so with an exhortation to the reader, to remind us how
to behave under temptation, and a warning against relying on
gifts, wisdom, or knowledge ; lie concludes thus; ¢ This I
“ have learned in the deeps, and in secret, when I was alonc

~
P

3

-

(41

4

-
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[
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¢ and now openly declare in the day of thy mercy, oh, Ford'!
¢ glory to the highest for ever more, who hath thus far set me
« free to praise Ilis righteousness and his mercy, and to the
¢ erernal, invisible, pure God, over all, be fear, obedience, and
« glory, evermore.” And now as the reader may desire to
know how J. Naylor ended his days, 1 shall add a few words
which he uttered about two hours before his death ; which ap-
pears to have been among strangers, who could not be suspected
of adding thereto. g
Hear his Jast words, ¢ There is a spirit which I feel that
« delights to do no evil, nor to avenge any wrong, but delights
¢ o endure all things, in hope to enjoy its own in the end; its

% Jiope is to ontlive all wrath and contention, and fo weary out
[4

~

all exaliation and cruelty, or whateveris of a nature contrary
<

-~

to itself ; it sees to the end of all temptations—as it bears no

~

¢ evil in itself, so it conceives noue in thoughts to any other ; if

(4

-~

it be betrayed, it bears it; for its ground and spring is the

~
-

¢ mercies and forgiveness of God ; its crown is meckness ; its

~
-

life is everlasting love unfeigned, and takes its kingdom with

¢ entreaty, and not with contention, and keeps it by lowliness
(4

N

of miud : in God alone it can rejoice, though none else re-

¢ gard it, or can own its life; it is couceived in sorrow, and
<

-

brought forth without any to pity it ; nor doth it murmur at
(4

~

grief aud oppression ; it never rejoiceth but through suffer-
¢ings; for with the world’s joy it is murdered. T found it
¢ alone being forsaken, I have fellowship therein with them who
¢ Jived in dens and desolate places of the carth ; who through
¢ death, obtained this resurrection, and eternal boly life.”

It may appear singular that I should have dwelt so long upon
the case of J. Naylor; but the necessity will appear obvious !
ouly to consider how he has heen singled out by J. Milner as a
leading index, who (as he saith,) ¢ like so many other dupes of
¢« a supposed private spirit, fancied himself to be the Mes-
“ giah"— letler vi.—page 35—thus treacheronsly insinuating, that
o many as did profess to be guided by the spirit, faucied them-
sclves to be the Messiah, and gives Naylor as a specimen of
them all in a lump 3* therefore it secmed necedful somewhat to

* Milner is still the more inexcusable in this vile ‘perversion, because
‘it isa base violation of a preliminary which be himself proposed, stipulated,

d |
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describe the case of J. Naylor, iu order to shew that his ¢ so
* many other dupes”, were so far from fancying such a thing,
that the accusation is false, even against Naylor himself, whom
he gives as a sample 3 and I heve also shewn, that the very thing
that drew Naylor inte the mire, was even wherein he fell into so
gross a temptation, as tu allow some of Milner’s. honors to be
offered to him, though with less revolting presumption ; seeing
that whereas Naylor’s crime consisted in suffering some wild
people to idolize him (on acconnt of his gifts ;) yet Milner’s in-
fallible brethren have so far outsiumed the crime, as even to
have devised tortures and death, to force people to fall down to
the Gods which they make every day (evem as Miner himself
asserts—see lefter xxxvi.) yea, and as if they should believe that
the multitude and enormity of such crimes, should consecrate the
whole cheat, so they repented not of such deeds; and I
have likewise shewn, that none of those (he calls) ¢ so many other
¢ dupes of a supposed private spirit,” ever joined Naylor in that
thing, so far as respects any gathered society whatever, nay,
but condemued it altogether, as did Naylor himself likewise ;
and should not the cnormity of any offence vanish in the eye of
an accuser ; when true repentance takes place ? therefore, doth
not all those causes which he hath produced (with design to
prove the fallacy of inspiration or the light) fall to the ground ?
or rather, are they not turned to lis own condemnation, or con-
fusion, except he repent ? ‘

and insisted upon, as may be seen argued in many parts of his book, even as
speeified in letter xxxil.—page —5,-—wherein he claims a right to *¢ distin-
*« guish hetween their articles of faith, in which they must all agree, and the
« unauthorised devotions and practises of particular pevsons: I insist upon
*¢ this preliminary,” &c. and alihough he thus stipulates, and insists as above,
on behalf of his own cause, yet see how'he violates it as respeets others; not
only charging a whole society with the unauthorised practice of a particular
persan, but even slandering that persoun, with that which never could be
proved against him ; and what crime is worse than to belie the dead, who
cannot answer for themselves

1t seemed indispensably needful to explain these things, even for the sake
of many of J. Milner's own profession, who have heen so far imposed upon
by such false assertions, that I have heard those slanders dealt out inlarge au-
ditories, who were referred to * the incomparable works of thelearned and
“¢pious Dr, Milner,” as may also he seen printed in divers papers and
Pamphlets.
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But was ever greater subtlety or fouler dealing, than to as-
sert that those people profess a private or supposed inspiration or
light ? while he knew that the people he mentions, profess no
private or supposed thing, but they openly profess the universal
light and inspiration of the Almighty, according to Scripture 3
even that light which lighteth every man that cometh into the
world—John i.—9.—and the spirit, a manifestation of which is
given to every man to profit withal—1 Cor. xii.—7.—and as
Christ saith that our Heavenly Father would give the holy
spirit to them that ask Him— Luke xi.—13.—and lhe is no re-
specter of persons—Adcfs x.—34.—1 Peter i.—17.

Thus they profess, as the Scriptures abundantly declaie and
promise, and many are living experimental witnesses of the cer-
tainty and eflicacy thereof, who can set to their seal that God is
true, and is not .slack concerning his promise, but has been
more to them than they could think or ask, and sach are deeply
sensible of the devices of the enemy, and his manifold tempta-
tions ; and though some who profess the spirit, yet err therefrom,
or even vex, or quench, or do despite thereunto, and so fall into
such strange delusion as that the light in them should become
darkness, I might ask J. M. how doth that prove inspiration or
the light to be fallacions 2 or does it prove that men did not
profess the certainty and universality of the light and spirit of
Christ, because some men do not live as they profess? should
their unbelief make void the promises of God ?

I know of none that profess a private inspiration but his
own priesthood ; for according to his book, they have got the
spirit all among themselves, and none else can receive it, only
as it is marked upon the rotten branches of his Apostolic tree——
see lelter xx.—xxviil.—xxix.—surely there he asserts his own to
be private indeed to a wituess, if it be only conferred upon a few
rabbies of one particular sect, for to deal it out as they please,
or to make merchandize thereof, and of the people too, that so
they might be estecmed (exclusively) as Gods, and called of men
Iord, holy, gracious, and reverend ? yet is not this the order
that J. M. would have called Catholic or universal, while he
saith thatothers only profess a supposed private spirit 2 which is
as gross a slander, as if he had said, that they profess a private
or supposed Christ or God, or a private or supposed Scripture ;
thus he not ouly claims all as his own right, lut also a liberty te
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say what he chose of all others, even pushing his horns against
them like Ahab’s false prophet, who saith, ¢ which way went
€ (he Spirit of the Lord from me, to speak unto thee ?’—2
Chron. xviii.—23. but is it against men or sects that he hath spo-
ken? hath he not rather lifted up his horn against the glory of
God, who will not be mocked, nor give his glory to another,
whose promises are yea and amen forevermore ; even that he that
soweth to the spirit, shall of the spirit reap life everlasting 2——
Gal. vi.—8.

And that spirit is the little spark which Robert Barclay al-
ludes to, ¢¢ that should grow to the consuming of whatsoever shall
stand up to oppose it ;” whereupon J. M. would note him as a
false Prophet, because of the small appearance of increase to
his society ; but Barclay could mean no such iacrease exclu-
sively, seeing that would be to contemplate 2 new system of
Popery, by referring to one sect exclusively, nay, but mark, he
doth not say a sect, or profession, but that little spark, which
had arisen in a comparative small remnant, though acknowledged
by some of divers denominations, as Barclay himself hath largely
demonstrated; yea, and what he asserts that the Lord hath
spoken (of the power and iucrease of that little spark) is no
more than what the Scriptures abundantly declare should
come to pass iu the last days, nay, doth not even J. M. himself
complain that it is now professed by various gathered societies.

e o

But with respect to what he saith of the Moravian and Swe-
denborg ; I must pass that slightly over, as I have not read
their history, and desire not to swell these remarks; yet let
me remind him by the way, that he might have spared some of
his railing against the Count, whom le styles the Moravian
Apostle; charging him with ¢ disgusting obscene blasphemy ;”
I say he might have been more sparing of such language to
others, if he could but seriously reflect upon the lordly arrogance
aud presumption of himself and his mitred brethren; nay, even
to reflect how they lave passed all hounds, in claiming to them- °
selves an exclusive right to give laws to Ieaven and Earth, to
God aud the world, even assuming a right to lead and guide
the holy Spirit, as may be scen by the tenor of his book,
while they teach for hire, and divine for money, though they
see it condemned by Scripture, and what is there in the Mora-
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vian so ¢ disgustingly” opposed to the precepts and examples of
the New Testament ?

And seeing he compares Swedenhurg to Mahomet ; he might
likewise be asked, where is the Mahowetan that would assume
such arrogant claims as he asserts for his Pope aud brother
bishops ? but he saith, that ¢ his God is a2 mere man, and his
angels male and female ; and his New Jerusalem little different
from this sublunary world ; yet I know of none that pictures out
angels and the Almighty like unto a mere man except his own
people ; nay, I question if a Mahometan would be so profane ag
to do the like? and whereas he saith, that Swedeaborg’s New
Jerusalem is little different from this sublunary world, I could
desire with all my heart, that he aud his brethrea had an eye
to see the state of their own old Mother, which is in bondage,
even to this day ; ‘alas! hath not Satan and his agents'done much
to settle the people down in so carnal a state, that much of
their rites and ceremoniesare even of this sublunary world itself ?
nay, are they not as really so, as ever a [Teathen God was com-
posed of gold, silver, brass, wood, or potters’ clay ? oh! that
they could lay these things to heart, seeing that however God
may have winked at the times of ignorance, these are mot such
times with some of them ; therefore, that men may (every where)
repent, lest the great and terrible day come upon tliem, which
cometh as a thief in the night.

e e

And whereas J. M. notes the extreme singular conduct of
Johannah Southcote, and her seals or passports to Ileaven (as Le
calls them:) one of which passports, Le seith, was in his own
possession ; and therefore seeing that he lias it in keeping, how
well would it be for him to make a good use thereof ? even by
comparing it with some of his own indulgences or absolutions
{which be so highly extols, as in letter xli.) that he may look
wherein lieth the difference, yet there he may see a great dif-
ference indeed ; even in the magnitude and enormity of the
erime, when deeply stained with sclfish motives. But what
could he mean by saying she issues them at a very moderate price !
does hie mean that she has undersold him and his priests, like ©
spoil-trade ? or does he mean to affix upon her the mark of such
abominations as that of sclling indulgences at any price, though
never so moderate ? X
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Yet let me say that I cannot believe she ever tock money
for them, because that is such a presumptuous species of iniquity,
as hath rarely been devised since the days of Simon the sorcerer,
(who got such a lesson from Peter, asshould have douc out that
sort of traffic for ever) except with men of his cast, who claim
aright to do as they please with Scripture, and with Peter too ;
and so through covetousness make merchandize of the people,
eveu as Peter foretold that false teachers with feigned words
should do, yea, such as he saith sport themselves with their own
divinings ; and it looks quite likely, that it is by way of sport,
that he saith, Johanua ¢ issnes her passports at a very moder
price,”

ate
which he could not say in trath, if she took one penny

for them, the paper not being worth a farthing ; could a thing
be called very moderate, at double value, even to say nothing of
what such tricks may cost the poor soul ? but it is likely that he
would account it infamous presumption ina poor idle girl, to take
on to imitate his great princely poutiffs, in writing or issuing in-
dulgences, or (as he calls them) ¢ passports to Heaven ;” but is
not the magnitude and enormity of such a ¢rime, rather aggrava-
ted, in proportion as the houor, dignity, or wisdom of man is
concerned therein ? and as the Lord will not give his glory to
great men of the earth, what shall we say to such as provoke
Him to jealousy by the bruit of their arrogance ?

But feeling as I do, my utter jucapacity to set forth the glar-
ing abomination of highly esteemed rabbies ; claiming to them-
selves, a supremacy over the gifts and callings of the Most High,
I may only refer to a text, even as may be read in the x!. xli.
xlii. and xlvi. chapters of Isaiah, which speaketh on this wise ;
¢ Ilearken unto me, ye stout-hearted, that are far from righte-
¢ ousness : who hath directed the spirit of the Lord, or being his
¢ counseilor hath taught him ? with whom took he counsel, and
¢ who instructed him, and taught him in the path of judgment,
¢ and taught him knowledge, aud shewed him the way of un-
‘ derstanding ? hehold, the nations before him are as a drop of
¢ a bucket, and are counted as the small dust of the balance ; all
¢ nations before him are as nothing; and they are counted to
““him less than nothing and vanity, to whom then will ye liken
““God? or what likeness will ye compare unto him ? have ye not
“known ? have ye not heard ? hath it not been told you from
¢ the beginning ? have ye notunnderstood from the foundations
“ of the earth ? it is he that sitteth upon the circle of the earth,

H
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¢ and the inhabitants thereof are as grass-hoppers ; that stretch~
« oth out the heavens as a curtain, and spreadeth them out as a
« tent to dwell in; that bringeth the princes to nothing ; he
¢ maketh the judges of the earth as vanity ; yea, they shall not
¢ be planted ; yea, they shall not be sown; yea, their stock
¢ shall not take root in the earth; and he shall also blow upon
¢ them, and they shall wither, and the whirlwind shall take
¢ them away as stubble: to whom then will ye liken me, or
¢ shall I be equal ? saith the Holy One.”
Trvem——

Although I have followed J. M. at some length, even far
beyond my design or inclination, I might have made short work
of it, and have given the subject quite a different turn, so as to
answer all his slanders in one page; but seeing him so wise in his
own eyes, and pradent in his own sight ; (even as a debt due to
his own people, and for the sake of the simple-hearted,) I
thought right to set forth a specimen of the subtlety of his rea-
soning, by thus reminding him that the very worst crime he has
produced against others (as fruits of the fallacy of inspiration)
hath been outsinned by his own popes, saints, and bishops, even
beyond comparison ; for if those he calls fanatics, did imitate
them in some of their wild and morc harmless sallies of folly,
yet they did uot participate in the more foul and deep-stained
thirst for gain and pre-eminence, which was acquired and up-
held by that cruelty and oppression, against which the Scriptures
denounce fearful vengeance, yet what I have said, is so far from
glancing at the whole of such like fruits as might fill volumes,
that I only mean hereby to remind them to look whether these
things are so, even to a hundred fold.

And yet as I said, I might have made short work, and have
given it quite another turn, seeing that if even all those he men-
tioned, and ten thousand beside, should profess the spirit, while
they lived coutrary thereunto, that would be no proof that in-
spiration or the light was fallacious, no more than it was, when
the Lord’s spirit strove with the old world, though they rebelled
against it, until he brought the flood upon the world of the un-
godly ; would it not be blasphemy, to charge the Lord with
their unrighteous deeds, while they rebelled and grieved his
spirit 2 as in Genesés vi.

And after he brought Israel out of Egypt with an outstretched
arm; seeing that by their gainsaying and disobedience their car-
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eases fell in the wilderness ; yet who would dare to say, that
the fault lay with the Lord, or with the leader he provided for
them ? did not Caleb and Joshua prove, that nothing could
harm them that followed the Lord fully ?>—And again, after
their children were settled in their inheritance in the promised
land, (and were fed to the full) they forsook the Lord’s statutes
and judgments, and rejected the warnings and admonitions of
his spirit, even through his prophets (whom they used despite-
fully) until he gave them over to spoil, devastation and capti-
vity ; now although that dispeusation of types and figures, was
weak in comparison of the gospel substance, yet even then, who
would dare to say, that the cause of their sins, and consequent
calamity, was owing to the fallacy of the law, the statutes, and
judgments, which the Lord had given, yea, and which they pro-
fessed, even while they did violence thereunte, and thus I
might have refuted all his vaunting slurs against inspiration and
the light, by enly referring to the Apostles’ assertion, who saith,
¢ what if some did not believe; shall their unbelief make the
¢ faith of God without effect? God forbid; yea, let God be
¢ true, but every man a liar.”—See Roms. iii.—3.—4.

. But is not this very J. M. a more determined son of confusion,
than even the men of old Babylon in the days of Nebuchadne-
zar ! for according to his creed, they should have condemned
the profession of Daniel and his fellows, because they were so
few in number, and because their God had suffered them to fall
into the sins that brought them into that sore captivity ; and be-
cause Daniel could not bow down to their universally ac-
knowledged God ; yet we find, that although those Chaldean
nations, professed ene universal tone of unity with the sound of
Nebuchadnezars’ golden image ; nevertheless, they appear to
have attributed all Daniel’s excellence to the inspiration of the
Almighty ; even to the excellent spirit which was in him: yea,
and (bad as they were) we do not find them to be such super-
stitious unbelieving sorcerers,as to attribute any part of his gifts,
to the efficacy of traditions, creeds, rites, or ceremonies, but
unto the Lord alone, nay, and I doubt not, but they shall rise
in the judgment against our modern sons of Babel, and condemn
them ; for if their eye was not blinded by the God of this world,
they might perceive many, even in these latter ages, which have
borne a powerful testimony to the glorious light of the gospel
day, yea, and have borne the genuine marks of an excellent spirit,
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though such as reccive the mark of the beast can never discern it.

And now to sum up the whole couclusion of the matter, I may
remind J. M. aud his brother mockers {who have so foully ex-
ulted over the slippings of J. Nayloraud others,) that had they
even a grain of sincerity, or the fear of the Lord, they might
have turned such like failings to 2 very different account, even
for their own instruction, instead of blaspheming the light or
spirit of truth, Dby attribating their errors to the profession there-
of ; T say, they might have turned it all to a very good account
for their own waruing ; even by reflecting, that if one so gifted
and favoured might fall, what need then they had to fear, es-
pecially if they could but look at home, aud behold in them-
sclves, crimes, of a tenfold deeperdye, red as crimson, even stain-
ed with selfish objects and devices ; all of which must needs be
hid from their eyes, while they sport with the single temptation
of a mai, and forget that no man could reconnt their own errors,
or causing the people to err, and if their leading error be of
such magnitude, as to assert, that their Church can never err nor
fall ; is not that as great a masterstroke of error as ever the devil
brought into the world, whereby the poor unwary soul is em-
boldened to slight or set at naught the most solemn forewarn-
ings which our Saviour hath left for our preservation? which is
even set forth in divers lively parables and admonitions, to
watch, &c., lest our house should be broken up, nay, but hath
he not even forewarned us of the danger that should await se
pure a statc as that compared toa house cleansed and garnished ?
yet even there, the old unclean spirit might enter inagain, with
seyen other spirits more wicked than himself, insomuch that the
fast state should be worse than before—see Mat. xii.—44.— Luke
xi.—25—Mat. xxiv.—A43.—Luke xii.—39.—Who is he then
that would dare assert, that his honse or church state could never
fall or be broken up ? nay, doth mnot these warnings as nearly
concern churches as individuals 2 surely yes, seeing that which
concerns one soul, no less concerns one hundred, orone million ;
wherefore, seeing that J. M. fearlessly, or rather fearfully as-
serts that his church could not err or fall, I mean therefore
in the following pages, to endeavour somewhat to point out the
fallacy and danger of such presumptuous self-security, as being
clean contrary to the wlole tenor of Scripture testimony through=
out, even from Genesis to Revelations.



SECTION V.

Some reflections on J. Milner’s assertions of the Pope’s in-
controvertible title to a true linc of Apostolical succession,
derived from Peter, &c., proving. that any such claim to
a carnal human succession of flesh and bleod. is clean con-
trary to the order, nature, and spirituality of the gospel
dispensation.

HAVING in the foregoing pages, followed J. Milner at some
length, combating the reflections and slanders which he
kolds forth, iu order (as he says) to prove iuspiration fallacious;
but mark, I have not followed him in calling it private or sup-
posed, because that could have no meaning, except to belie men
who do not so profess it, or to make void the promise of God,
but alas, alas! are not all his proofs and devices so futile as to
prove nothing, except fully to demonstrate that he is a stranger
to the light and inspiration of God, and knows not what
it is ? =y
And inasmuch as I have gone thus far, in my poor feeble en-
deavours, to advocate the cause of such as believe in the inspi-
ration of the Almighty, and of course the cause of Scripture,
which testifies thereof ; (though that needs no man’s testimony,
being manifest to every conscience that loves the light ;) and see-
ing that he takes on to prove, that it was ordained of the Lord,
that a gospel priesthood should be transmitted by men, from one
to auother, who still should retain power to trausmit the same
down to others, even ina regular unbroken chain or order of
succession, like as men transmit and obtain a title to an earthly
inheritance, which title (as he asserts) hath been transmitted
down to his own priestood, and vested in them to the exclusion
of all others, even as he sets forth in letter x. &c., a short ex-
tract whereof is as follows, viz—*¢¢ that heretics are not to be
¢ allowed to appeal to Scripture, siuce they have no claim to it ;
“ hence it is proper to address them as follows :—who are you ?
 whence do you come ? what business have you strangers with
“my property ? by what right are you Marcian, felling my
% trees ? by what authority are you Valentine, turning the course
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¢ of my streams ? under what pretence are you, Appelles, re-
¢ moving my land-marks? the estate is mine; I have the an-
¢ cient, the prior possession of it; I have the title deeds de-
¢ livered to me by the original proprietors ; I am the heir of the
¢ Apostles ; they have made their will in my favour, while they
¢ disinherited, and cut you off as strangers and enemies.”

Such are the sentiments which J. M. quotes, in order to set
forth the exclusive right and authority which his Church claims,
by a line of succession transmitted to her from the Apostles ;
quoting likewise, that ¢ whoever therefore refuses to follow the
¢ practice of the Church, resists Christ himself, who by his tes-
¢ timony, recommends this Church ;”—but seeing that such like
quotations should swell these remarks far beyond my limits ; I
may only refer the reader to his book throughout, especially to
letter x.—xi—xil.—xiv.—xxvi.—xxvit.—xxviii,—xl.—xlIvi. &ec.
And seeing that he claims all for his own order, to the exclusion
of all others, it scems time to examine the veracity or validity
of his ¢ title deeds,” if happily he could perceive in time, that
the very position alone, whereby he essays to prove his exclusive
title to the gospel of the kingdom of Heaven, should prove him
a usorper, without further demonstration.

Wherefore, in order to contrast the tenor of the gospel cove=-
nant with his subtil fictions, I would (in the first place) draw the
attention of the reader to that which the Scriptures doth testify
of the gospel state, even of the heaveuly order thereof, and then
proceed to bring his title more fully to the test.—And this
appears the more suitable, as being the sum and substance of the
canse which I am advocating, even to assert, that the gospel or
new covenant, came not of man, nor after the law of any carnal
commandment, succession, or tradition ; neither doth it consist
of carnal ordinances or a worldly sanctuary, seeing that the very
ritnals of the old law, which was ordained’by divine command
under the dispensation thereof; are in the new testament, cal-
led carnal ordinances, to distinguish the order thereof from that
of the new, or gospel covenant, which is powerfully heldforth
as being purely a ministration of the spirit see Jer. xxxi. and Hed.
vil.—viii.—ix.—x. chapters, there we may read the order of the
new covenant, which the Lord would make with his people through
Christ, the adorable mediator thereof, which is also shadowed
forth, and pointed out, even in the types and figures of the
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law, and foretold by the prophets, and all fulfilled by Christ,
even as abundantly declared by his Apostles and faithful wit-
nesses, who were made partakers of the power, life, and sub-
stance thereof ; insomuch, that I fear that any quotation I may
instance, might rather tend to contract the view which we should
take of the spirituality of the gospel covenant ; seeing that the
whole points thereunto, even from the promise of the seed that
should bruise the Serpent’s head, to the day that Abraham was
called out from his country, and from his father’s house, to the
departure of Israel out of Egypt; with all the offerings, purifi-
cations, and punctualities of the law ; the promised land, the
judges, kings, and temple, and especially the prophets; all
pointing to the one promised seed, that now calls people out of
spiritual Egypt, even out of the spirit, life, and ways of this
evil world, unto a heaveuly spiritul nature and country ; wherein
by the one offering, he would enable them to be co-workers to-
gether with his grace ; whereby they are sanctified and saved ;
even by Christ, the anointed, the heavenly leader, who should
lead them out, and so become their priest to sanctify them, and
their judge, law-giver, and king, to rule them in righteousness,
even in the heavenly spiritnal land flowing with milk and honey,
wherein is the temple made without hands ; even the house from
heaven to dwell and worship in, yea, even in the spirit and in
the truth ; and such the Father is seeking to worship him in spi-
rit ; even such as have no confidence in the flesh; being ga-
thered from all mountains of profession in the world ; (whereon
people stray, wander, and famish) iuto his own name, even to
Christ the heavenly spiritual man, the good shepherd, who giveth
his life for the sheep, whom he gathers in his heavenly spiritual
sheep-fold, where he oversees them, and feeds them with his
spiritual bread from Ileaven, even his owu spirit and life.

And thus, in the volume of the book it is written of him, of
whom Moses in the law, David in the psalms, and the prophets
did write ; that his children should be all taught of God in the
new covenaut ;—see John vi.—even as we read, ¢ Behold the
¢ days come, saith the Lord, when I will make a new cove-
“ nant with the house of Isracl and Judah ; not according to
¢ the covenant which I made with their fathers, when I took
 them hy the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt ? be-
“ because they continued not in my covenant, and I regarded



50
Reflection on the presumption of claiming

¢ them not, saith the Lord : for this is the covenant that I wil!
¢ make with them after those days, saith the Lord ; I will put
¢ my laws into their mind, and write them in their hearts, and
¢ will be to them a God, and they shall be to me a people : and
¢ they shall not teach every man his neighbour and brother,
¢ saying, know the Lord : for all shall know me from the least
¢ to the greatest® for I will be merciful to their unrighteousness,
¢ and their sins and iniquities will I remember no more—in
¢ that he saith, a new covenant, he hath made the first old.
¢ Now that which decayeth and waxeth old is ready to vanish
“ away.”’—See Jer. xxxi.—and Hebrews viii. and x. chapters.

¢ And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will
¢ pour out of my spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and your
¢ daughters shall prophecy, and your young men shall see visions,
“ and your old men shall dream dreams; and on my servants
¢ and on my hand-maidens, I will pour out in those days of my
¢ spirit, and they shall prophecy.”—See Joel ii.— Acts ii.—thus
the Old and New Testament concur, in proclaiming the glad
tidings of the gospel ; even as Jesus saith, ¢ And it is written in
¢ the Prophets, and they shall be all taught of God.”—Johau vi.
45. Isaiah liv.—13.

But as I said before, that any quotation I should make, might
rather tend to contract than expand the view thereof, seeing the
whole Bible points to the fulness of that grace and truth which
comes by Jesus Christ, who came to redeem lost man, and to
teach his people by his spirit; who himself announced the ap-
proach of that heavenly day, as never man spoke, saying, ¢ the
Kingdom of Heaven is at hand;” whose Disciples also pro-
elaimed the same.—And blessed are the people who know that
joyful sound, even the sound of that Heavenly Spiritual Kingdom,
which all that is of God tendeth unto; and Jesus saith, my King-
dom is not of this world, so mark then, the gospel refers to ano-
ther life, another nature and influence, as all the heirs thereof
must be born from above, or they cannot even see the Kingdom

* Now mark, is not the promise of that day, wherein one should nat teach
another saying know the Lord (but all should know Him from the least to
the greatest) a elear annulling of all legal priesthoods that ever was appointed
at any time, when the office thereof should revert unto Him who is without
beginning of time or end of days.
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of God.—John iii.—3.—and who would dare to say, thatany
mortal man could effect such a change as could only be wrought
by the Lord alone, the Creator of all things ? and what has that
to do with a mere human succession, or change of notion or sen-
timent, or a conformity to the doctrines or tradition of men,
though esteemed never so correct ; seeing that the most zealous
votaries thereof, might still be carnal and walk as men ?

But doth not J. M. say, that Scripture is nothing to us, nor
yet to all the world, besides his own priesthood, may, even say-
ing, they are their goods and property ? as if the Lord had given
both the Scriptures, and all seuls in the universe into their hand,
by an unalterable grant, renewable for ever, or to the end of
time, to be transmitted to whom they will; as if the Lord
Almighty had abdicated his own right and prerogative, and
made all over to them, in his last will and testamecut; alas,
alas ! it seems horrible, even like blasphemy, to set forth a few
of the inferences inseparable from such doctrine, when we behold
many parts of his book, speaking as if they had gotten the title-
deeds of this world and that abeve ; even to make saints in hea-
ven, and heretics on earth, of whom they wil: ; asserting that
none can discern the true meaning of Scripture beside themselves,
to whom the precious repository was bequeathed ? as if the Al-
mighty could not speak to be understood without them, or that
none should understand his speech beside themselves —sece letter
x.—page 90.~~letler xii.—page 118.—letter " xxxii.—page 4.

Was ever the like heard, to say that a will was made in their
favour, and a legacy bequeathed to them from the Apostles, even
while none should ever understand that will but the legitees
themselves ; and to say that they have such a grant transmitted
to them from Peter, prince of the Apostles, even while they
cannot prove, that Peter himself ever understood that he should
be prince of all the Apostles ; neither did the other Apostles ever
understand such a thing, nor can the like be discovered in ail
their writings or demeanour ; nay, but they were taught that
none should exercise lordship dominion or authority among
them—see Matt. xx.—25.—26.—Mark ix.—35.—36.—37.—
Luke ix.—46.—47.—48—which is a elear and decided refuta«
tion, and overthrowsall their claim to a succession from Peter,
insomuch that’no more need be said to prove the fallacy of such

1
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pretensions ; for if the Apostles could not exercise such domi-
nion or pre-eminence, neither claimed nor asserted the like, how
then can men claim such a thing as deriving under their autho-
rity ? nay, butsuppose even fora moment, thatthey had suchautho-
rity in consequence of their peculiar gifts; yet it would mnot
thence follow, that the Pope is Peter’s successor ; and there-
fore I deem this so full and decided an answer to all such pre-
tensions, that I need notadd one word more on the subject ; for if
the Apos(les themselvesnever knew orowned suchathing, butquite
the contrary, why then should we believe that the priests knew
what the Apostles neither knew nor admitted ; but always dis-
claimed ? for I challenge any man to prove that ever the Apos-
tles owned, admitted, or acknowledged Peter to be high priest,
or chief priest, or prince of all the Apostles, or universal Apos-
tle, or universal Bishop, or any Dignitary that could any ways
tally with that of Pope ; or let them prove if they be able, that
Peter himself ever believed that he held such a station, or acted
in such a capacity ; which position (as I said,) so clearly over-
throws all their claims to a succession from Peter, that nothing
further nced be said to refute it ; yet nevertheless, for the sake
of the simple-hearteil, and that the crafty may be left without
excuse, I shall offer some plain simple observations on that
subject.

And I may say first of all, that, that which makes their claim to
such singular favour and exclusive infallibility the more revolt-
ing, is, that wherein our Saviour laid the axe to the rootof
all such carnal human claims to succession, in his reasoning
with the Jews, whose speech was stout against him, because they
Iaid claim to succession, as being the children of Abraham, in
whose seed all nations should be Dblessed ; and they boasted of
sitting in Moses chair, saying ¢ we know that God speak unto
“ Moses ;” and Jesus told them be knew they were Abraham’s
seed, and yet they were of their father the devil, because they
did his works; ¢ Jesus saith, verily, verily, whosoever
¢ committeth sin is the servant of sin ; and the servant abideth
“ not in the house for ever, but the Son abideth for ever.”—John
viii.—34.—35.—there we see, that ¢ whosoever committeth sin is
¢ the servant of sin ; and the servant abideth not in the house
“for ever ;” and if they could not abide in the house, how
much less could they preside for ever, over the houschold of
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God, even suppose they did once exercise that function ? yet we
see that sin should set aside both them and their authority, or
church state, while yet ¢ the Son abideth ever;” who alone
rules in his own house or kingdom, and giveth to whomsoever he
will, and as he will ; so theu, it is clear as the sun, that if the
Popes commit sin, they cannot preside over the house of God, if
ever they did at any time, preside over it.

And thus having touched very slightly upon this ever memora-
ble passage, which deeply concerus us all, while it is pointed at
succession, so I leave the remainder for J. M. to expouud, seeing
he claims the exclusive right and qualification, which (if he
should be enabled to give it one honest glance,) he may seec,
will clearly overturn all his (or any man’s) presumptous claim to
a human succession under the gospel ;5 and let him also remem-
ber this first of all, that no Scripture is of any private inter-
pretation.

And now T may remind him by the way, that eveu the very
few detached pieces of texts upon which he grounds such a
claim, would be suflicient to disprove, or overthrow it altogether,
even suppose no more had heen written to the point 5 and first,
he quotes our Saviour's address to Peter; when he asked his
disciples, ¢ whom say ye that I am? Peter answered thon art
¢ Christ, the Son of the Living God ; Jesus saith unto him,
¢ blessed art thou Simon Barjonah, for flesh and blood hath not
¢ revealed this unto thee, but my Father which is in Heaven ;
“and I say unto thee, thou art Peter, and upou this rock I
¢ build my Church, and the gates of Hell shall not prevail
¢ against it ; and [ will give unto thee the keys of the Kingdowm of
¢ Iteaven; and whatsoever thou bind on Earth shall he bonud in
¢ Heaven ; aud what thou loose on Earth shall be loosed in
¢ Heaven.”

Of all this he saith, that his Pope is the sole heir and successor,
even by a regular uninterrupted line of succession from Peier
lLimself, even though Peter saith, ¢ that no prophecy of Secrip-
¢ ture is of any private iuterpretation,” yet bekold to what a
private contracted purpose they would wrest a text, to promote
their selfish schemes of pre-emineuce, seeing that this their in-
terpretation is private in a two-fold sense, as first, if it he only
subservient to the object of their supremacy, it caun then apply
in no other case besides that of the Pope’s individual priority ;
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and secondly, how private is that thing as respects the inter-
preters themselves, which (as they say,) is hid from all the
world, except as their own priests may explain ?

Alas! doth not all this prove the gross carnality, unhelief]
and darkness of their mind, who saith, that God, who is no re-
specter of persons, should so far be a respecter of Peter, and the
Popes? nay, even Peter himself was not respected merely
asa man, but asa believer, even onaccount of that faith in which the
nations are blessed ; and so he received the blessing, in common
with all that obtain like precious faith—see 2 Peter i.—i.—and
though he appears to be the first of the disciples on whom the
blessing is proncunced, because he was first to answer who Christ
was, which proved him to be strong in faith, therefore his Lord
and Master pronounced the blessing upon his state, which yet
sets forth or illustrates the unspeakable blessings of the gospel
day, then dawning upon the world of believers, rather than any
thing exclusive to Peter as a man; for what is there promised to
Peter, more than is applied to all true Christians according to
their measure of faith, though few there be that believe it even
to this day ? Paul saith, a crown of righteousness is laid up for
all them that love his appearing—2 Tim. iv. viii.—and
Revelations saith, to him that overcometh I will give the
morning star, and the same shall be cloathed in white, &c., and
Y will confess hisname before my Father, &c., and [ will write
upon him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my
God, which is New Jerusalem, which cometh down from Hea-
ven from my God; and I will write upon him my new name,
&c.—read Revs. iii. chapter. .

Mark then, the New Jerusalem cometh down from God out
of Heaven, unto such as overcome the world, the flesh, and the
devil, through faith, not through a carnal succession of high-
priests ; nay, what more was promised to Peter than to the faith-
ful in the afore-named churches ? Jesus saith to him, thou art
Peter, which signifies a rock or stone, so there, Peter having par-
taken of the divine nature through faithin therevelation of God,
is saluted with a reference to the name of that whereof ke had
partaken, for God is called a rock, even the stone which the
wise master -builders rejected.—Mait. xxi. 42.—dets iv. 11.—
and so Peter calls him the living and the chief corner-stone laid

*in Sion ; very far indeed from calling kimself a chief stoncabove
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that of his brethren, whom he calls new born babes, and lively
stones, who come to Christ the foundation stene—see 1 Peter
Q.—ii —iv.—v.—vi. &c.—~and Revelations 22.—iv.-——saith, ¢ his
é servants shall serve him, and his name shall be in their fore-
¢ heads,” mark, (hisname in their forehead) oh! ye that are so
dark and carnal as to set all this down to the account of a mere
compliment paid to Peter, in honour of the Popes? alas, alas?
can ye make nothing more than this of it ?

Did ever man conceive a more carnal or degrading notion of
the heavenly langunage addressed to Peter? or could any thing
be more opposed to the import thereof? (or more flatly countra-
dict all the promises made unto the gospel state,) than to apply
the whole to a carnal line of great lordly successors, 'of men after
the flesh, cven of flesh and blood ? and thereby make the gospel
covenant, more carnal, earthly, and legal, than that of the law
itself? while yet they would rob it of all the certainty peculiar
to the levitical priesthood.

Well hath Our Lord and Saviour said, ¢ the thief cometh not
but for to steal and to kill and to destroy ; I am come that they
might have life,—&c.” I am the door of the sheep, and he that
climbeth up any other way is a thief and a robber” which stands
a solemn caution to every state the world over; but have they not
robbed people of their souls, their money, their sense, and their
certainty, who bring them into bondage to themselves, wlo are
but flesh and blood ? for all that climb up by man, climbeth up
some other way than by Christ, even while they steal his words,
who saith, flesh and blood hath not revealediit, but my Father
which is in heaven.—Thou art Peter, and.upon this 'rock I will
build my Church and the gates of hell shall not prevail ageinst
it; and thus he shewed Peter, and skews all thatcome unto him,
that it is upon the immovable rock of the revelation of the
Father, he would build his church, and unto the offspring of that
revelation, he would give the keys of the Kingdom of Heaven, yea,
and the binding and loosing, which his own children aloue can
fecl, throngh the power of the FFather revealed in them; which
‘draws them to the son, who saith, ¢ noman kunoweth the son

but the Father, neither knoweth any man the Iather, save the
'gon, and he to whomsoever the son will reveal him.” Mat. xi.—27.

There we have a heavenly description of the way to the King-

dom of Heaven, which is Christ, even Christ ‘within the bope-
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of glory; for he is the way and the door, even as the revela-
tion of the Father is the key which opens that heavenly door,
brings into Christ, who is the door; and they that thus come
unto him (by the drawings of the Father) he will in no wise
cast out; even such as from a deep sense of the sinfuluess of
sin, and need of a Redeemer; are drawn to the Saviour; Oh
blessed state, wherein the heart is so drawn unto Him, who saith,
¢ no man can come unto me except the Father draw him, thus
saith He that is the door, who saith, I am the good shepherd
who giveth his life for the sheep, but he that is an hireling flee-
eth, because he is an hireling.”

Yet doth not the hireling say, that the Keys of the Kingdom
of Heaven are given unto him, (who is but flesh and blood ?) and
doth he not say, that no man can come to Christ but by his

‘.

means ? nay doth he not say, pay me my hire, and conform to
my tradition, and I will bring you to Christ, though Christ
saith, no man can come to me except the Father draw him ? now
which should we believe the hireling, or our Mediator and Re-
deemer, who saith, no man can come to me except the Father
draw him ? yet doth not the hireling say : only conform and I
shall bring you unto Him ? (and what is the hireling’s hire, but
a name and fame amongst men, with the gain thereby ari-ing
from their quarter?) now wust he not be a sad robber indeed,
to take the hire, and promise to do what no man van do, seeing
no man can come to Christ, or to His Kingdom, except the Fa-
ther draw him? and how much less can he admit or exclude
others ? yet doth not the hireling say, I have gotten the keys,
and can admit or exclude whomsoever I will, and thus would
turn even the Lord himself out of his own prerogative ?

But could any language strike move pointedly at their rotten
claim to a divine succession, than that which our Lord spoke to
Peter, who saith,  flesh aud blood hath not revealed it, but
my Father ?” is not flesh and blood equivalent to man? and if
no man could reveal it then, how should he reveal itnow ? so
there he excludes flesh and blood for ever, and builds all upon
the sure foundation of revelation, whereby his sheep know him,
even as he knows them ; and by a reciprocity of nature, calls
them by name ; and so the Lord bath not abdicated his own
right in favour of any order of men, (who are but flesh and
blood) as some arrogantly contend ; nay, but are they not on
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the side of the gates of hell, who pleaded for a man-made, self-
created, carnal succession, after flech and blood, seeing that we
find the world, the flesh, and the devil, all classed together ?
and yet we may see to our comfort aud admiration, that all these
have not heen able to prevail against that which is built upon
the rock of revelation unto this day ; even though the world, to-
gether with the high priests of these times, say all mauner of
evil against it, because they know it not.

And that is the glory of this heavenly spiritual dispensation,
even that it is hid from the wise amd prudent of this world,
(though revealed to bahes,) yea, even from the wise scribes, and
rencwned rabbies of these days, as sure as ever it was when he
walked amongst men ; for all the wisdom of their wise ones,
with all their renowned councils or synods, could never shew
a man even so much as the nature of ome sin, nor enable him
availingly to say, God be merciful to me a sinner; how then
should they reveal the Saviour, which redeems lost man out of
sin, and from the consequent guilt thereof 2 nay it is above them,
even as heaven is higher than the earth, so are his ways above
their ways, and his thoughts above their thoughts. *

* While posing over the folly and arrogance of carnal men pretending to
have gotten the very keys of the Kingdom of Heaven, I amtempted to relate
a little story, which is too trifling to mix with the present subject, howbeit
(as respects the man) I might draw a comparison therefrom, more innocent
than their pretensions, though it be no more than this—That some years ago,
I being in company with a poor man, who spoke of the globe, as if he de-
signed to expand my ideas as a brother simpleton; so he told me that the
world was always going round, and made motions 10 shew that it turned
npon an axletree, like a cart wheel; | only asked him, if he thought the
axletree was made of iron or bruss, &c. which so stopped him, that he tovk
the hint, and laughed at his own folly, to meddle with a thing so' far above
human comprehension ; now I have just thought of these rare beings, who
say, that they exclusively, have gotten the keys of lleaven; if they were
asked, whether their keys he made of iron, or brass, or of silver, or gold?
or whether they might be composed of crowns, thrones, or diguities, like
that of princes ? or of learning, wisdom, or knowledge, like philosophers?
or of mitres and robes, like those of cardinals? or of manv ceremonies, tra-
ditions, and long prayers, like the Pharisces or Gentiles, whom our Lord
upbraids with thioking to be heard for their much speaking? 1 say, if they
were asked, whether these, or any part of them, shuuld be their keys ara
component part thercof? I fear they would not prove so ingenuous as poor
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Could any language be more descriptive of the nature and
fulness of the gospel state, than Christ’s address to Peter? even
as he had announced, that the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand,
and seeing that he himself is the Ileavenly King, all his subjects
should know him by his own nature, even as Peter saith, of being
partakers of the divine nature hegotten of the Heavenly Father:
so we see the blessing pronounced to that state to which the
Father is revealed, which is born not of flesh and blood, but of
the immortal seced of the kingdom, which through faithfulness
inherit the blessings and unspeakable gifls of the Kingdom of
Heaven, which Christ saith is at hand, yea, he saith, the King-
dom of Heaven is within you ; and that is according to the pro-
mise of the new covenant, whercin all the children of the Lord
are taught of the Lord, and in righteousness established, and so
are established in the kingdom, even as he saith, behold I make
a new covenant ; not according to the covenant that T made with
them when I brought them out of Egypt, &c., but this is the co-
venant that I will make with them saith the Lord ; I will put
my law in their mind, and write it in their hearts ; and they
shall not (or need not) say one to another, know the Lord ; for
they shall all know me from the least to the greatest of them j
and so they should know their sins and their iniquities forgiven ;
as in Jer. xxxi.—and Hebs. viii. and x. chapters, &c. there we
read ¢ in that he saith a new covenant, he hath made the first
¢« old ; and that which waxeth old was ready to vanish away ”
and if Jesus first saluted Peter with the blessing of that cove-
nant, whereby an entrance should be abundantly ministered into
his Heavenly Kingdom ; was it not in consequence of that faith
which was accounted for righteousness ? even faith in the reve-
lation of that spiritual covenant, which the Father had promised
from the beginning ; as Peter himself bears witness.—2 Peler
i. 8.4, '

And seeing that Peter was so blessed through faith ; is not
that a lond call to us, to beware lest by uubelief any fail of the
free grace of God ? who as Peter saith, is no respecter of persons,

Byrne, to acknowledge candidly that it was above their comprehension (as
earnal men or popes, &e.) seeing that God had not only the Kkeeping of the
keys, but the disposing of them for whom they are prepared, through the
manifestation or revelation of his own eternal spirit, that no flesh may glory.
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and who himself saith, according to thy faith be it unto thee;
and yet if we believe not in his new covenant of light and grace,
but still say, there is yet nothing to be had but according to the
old covenant after a carnal human succession, is not our de-
struction of ourselves, even while such help is offered from_ the
Lord ? '
Now mark, the new covenant aforesaid, could not be according
to the old ; which was according to a succession of priests under
the law, of types, figures, and ceremonies ; which priests of-
fered daily for the sins of the people, &c., but now the Lord
saith, the gospel covenant should uot be according thereto, but
new and spiritual, even home to every heart and conscience,
piercing the very thoughts, intent, and nature thereof; to the
setting up of judgment and righteousness there, that so he might
shew mercy ; and that is the sum and substance of all that was
pointed to in the lively figures of the Old Testament; even to
Christ, who was a priest for ever, after the order of Lim who is
without beginning of days or end of life—not after the order of
priests that die and have infirmities, no such thing ; heis not
come as a shadow of the shadows of the old law, merely to traus-
fix Gentile priests into the place of the sons of Levi—nay, verily,
but he (the living substance of all the figures of the law) saith,
¢ I am come that ye might have life, and that ye might have it
¢ more abundantly ; so hc came to bring in a uew and liviug
way, yea, even by his coming to open a direct communication
with mankind ; wvot through the medium of carnal priests; sec-
ing that would be no better than the old covenant ; and to say
-that such covenant should be better, would seem blasphemously,
even to charge the Almighty with weakuess or shortness in the
covenant he gave through Moses, while yet there could be no
shortness on his part, nay, but all the shortness was of man, and
should so remain, until that order of priesthood which could never
take away sins was at an end, which was falfilled and ended in
C'hrist; who came in the fulness of time, even in the end of
the world, once for all, by the sacrilice of himself, to make an
end of sin, and of that worldly sanctuary and priesthood that
- could not take away sins ; mark then, hLis coming is emphatically
called the end of the world ;—read FHeb. vii. viii. andix. chap-
ters—and that will apply in divers ways, even as it doth to the
K
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end of all the priesthoods in the world, as well as to put an end
to sin, and redeem the believer out of the evils of the world,
(which those priests never could do,) and in the room thereof to
set up his Heavenly Kingdom, whereof himself should be the
king, priest, and lawgiver, even to redeem his people utito him-
self, and make them kings and priests unto God ; not only giving
them dominion over the world, the flesh, and the devil; but
presenting their pure offerings, as the one blessed mediator, who
alone is—worthy for evermore, read Rev. v., &c.

Yet doth not the hireling say, nay, but we are ordained as
mediators? and that salvation and redemption must be through us
exclusively, like unto the old covenant, even through a succes-
sion of high priests, &c? and that the people should not know
the Lord for themselves, neither would he so forgive their
iniquities according to his promises, unless they themselves wheo
come in succession like the old covenant, should undertake for
them ? nay further, have they not even said, that it is needful
to pay them money for the remission of sins, both for the living
and the dead? or if not, they are grossly belied, even by their
own people, whom J. M. saith are all of one mind ? now whether
is it safer to believe and obey Christ and his Apostles, who tes-
tify of the spirit which is the heavenly key, or to follow them,
and come inte bondage to their carnal ordinances and traditions,
who say they possess the keys by a regular line of succession
like that of the old covenant, which yet differs widely, in that
it is no ways so certain as the old, only that it is certain not to
be of the law nor of the gospel ?

But the new covenant or gospel dispensation, is confirmed to
the believer, by two most certain evidences, both of which agrec
in one, even us they are witnessed by the children of the light,
and of the day, yea, of Christ’s day, which Abraham rejoiced
to see ; the certainty of which day is confirmed by the concur-
ring testimony of patriarchs, prophets, Christ and his apost]es,
as recorded in Scripture ; and also by the sure and most certain
evidence of the revelation of that spirit whereof they testify,
even the manifestation of that spirit which revealed Christ unto
Peter, whereby they can adopt that Scripture which saith, who
is a rock save our God—Psalm xviii. xxxi.—and Christ is called
the rock that followed Israel in the wildernes, and he is called
a rock throughout Scripture,—~See Deut. xxxiv. 4. 15. 18. 30.
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& xxxiii. 3.—Psabn xix. 14. & xxviii. 1. & xxxi. 2. 3. & xlii.
9. & Ixii. 2. 6. 7. & Ixxviii. 37. & lxxxix. 26. & xcv. 1.—
Isaiah viii. 14. & xvii. 10. & xxvi. 4. & xliv. 8.—Matt. xvi.
18.—Roms. ix. 33.—1 Cor. x. 4.—1 Peterii. 8. &c.

There we may see without controversy, that Christ is proa
claimed to be the rock, and that is the rock and foundatiou upon
which alone the Church of the New Testament is built; and
other foundation can no maun lay than that is laid, whieh is Jesus
Christ—1 Cor. iii. 11.—there, he alone is the foundation, and
not Peter ; and all that come to him through the revelation of
the Father, know him .to be one and his name one ; and he writes
his name upon them giving them the white stone with the new
name, even the name of the City of God, which is New Jeru-
salem, which cometh down from Heaven, &c.—compare Rev. ii.
12. and ii. 17. xxi. 3.

So we may see that our Saviour’s address to Peter, is admira-
bly illustrative of his blessed day which had then dawned upon
the world, (even that day which Abraham rejoiced to see,)
wherein God should be eminently manifest, as the rock, refuge,
and foundation of his people, whom he should make as lively
stones in his heavenly spiritual house—see 1 Pefer ii. 5.—To 2
true believer therein he might say, thou art Peter, (a lively stone)
to be laid upon that rock of the revelation of the FFather, whereon
I build my Church, &c. Mark De saith, I build wy Church, so
he is the rock, the foundation, and the builder of his own house,
and not Peter ; though lie be a precious stone, laid upon Christ
the eternal rock and foundation, which he found by digging
deep, beyond all that is of flesh and blood, man or priest; even
to the revelation of the Father in himself.

And such only are the wise builders, who come to the rock
by digging deep, even fecling and knowing the foundation for
themselve\s,;and do as Christ saith ; but such as only hear what
flesh and blood saith, and only take other men’s word, are
the foolish builders, who build upon the saud ; their building is
without a foundation, who build upon that of man; whether of
themselves or others ; if it be of man it is no foundation ; com-
pare Mat. vii. with Luke vi. which agrees with 1 Cor, iii. 11,
saying “ other foundation can no man lay than is laid, which is
¢ Jesus Christ 3 (so he is the foundation and not Peter,) there-
fore, whoever builds upon succession or tradition, ar science,
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or thrones, or dignitartes, &?c., they build upon man, or upon
flesh and blood, and so huild without a foundation ; for no man
can lay another foundation than Jesus Christ; he alone is the
Prince and Saviour, that not only bringeth home conviction to
the sinner, but granteth repentance and remission of sins, who
saith, I am the good shepherd, and I am the way and the door
into the sheepfold ; and by me if any man enter he shall be
saved ; and he saith, many shall come in my name and shall de-
ceive many ; and pray what are they that take up his name by
a vote of the great ones of the earth, even of men great of flesh,
and set up as vicars of Christ, and say it would be blasphemy or
heresy to call in question or doubt their authority or infallibility?

Behold, there in Mat. vii and Luke vi. where the founda-
tion is described, we are warned to beware of false prophets
which come in sheep’s clothing, while they may be inwardly ra-
venous wolves ; but we are commanded to know them by their
fruits, not by any prescribed line of ordination or succession—
hence we are warned not to rely upon any profession or succes-
sion however high or orthodox, even though of the very sheep’s
clothing itself—nay, but we are warned not to rest satisfied even
with the best of teachiug or hearing, but to come home to the
sensible doing part, to do the work for ourselves, which God
should work in us, and for us, (which no man can do for his
brother,) and that is the wise builder indeed, who digs so deep
as to have the truth revealed in himself, as it was_revealed te
Peter, such build upon the rock—see Meat. vii. 24.

But those who take the word of any man, without proving for
themselves, build upon the sand, and such have no foundation,
because they have not faith in the revelation of the Father,
whereby they should ¢ prove all things and hold fast that which
“is good.”—1 Thes. v. 21.—but how can they prove all things,
who saith, nay, we will prove nothing, but do as bur Church
saith, and so build upon the Pope ? but how can that be a chris-
tian or heavenly Church, which is built upon the Pope, who was
first set up and upheld by the powers of the earth, in order to
bolster up, or consolidate the old Roman Empire, even in the
days of Gregory and Phocas, as I shall shew in its place, and
prove to a demonstration, that the Church of Christ has no more
to do with a Pope than with Mahomed, even according to the
assertion of him they call Saint Gregory the Great.
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How could Peter be Prince of the Apostles, seeing that nei-
ther Peter himself northe other Apostles never knew it ? nay, I
challenge J. M. to shew if he be able, when, or where did they
ever act or speak as if he should be their Pope ? but did not the
Kings and Emperors set up the Pope some hundreds of years
after ?

And if our Saviour ordained a line of human succession from
Peter, to judge, prouounce, and decide all matters of doubt ;
how then should he warn us to beware of men, and to know
them by their fruits? should he not in that case -refer usto the
successors of Peter, and command all men to hear them, and bow
to their decision ? but no such thing, nay, let him shew if he
be able, where did ever Christ order any Church to abide by
Peter’s decision in all matters of doubt ? and if not, how should
we now rely upon his pretended successors? nay, did not even
Peter himself greatly err, and was to be blamed for subverting
the Church into Judaism, until he was withstood by Paul, who
had never walked with the Apostles all the time of Christ’s per~
sonal appearance upon earth ?—read Gals. i. and ii. chap. &c.

And if sach a man as Peter did err, through an excessive at-
tachment to the religion of his youth and education, how then
should we rely upon his pretended successors, who, by their
deeds, are proved to bhe strangers to the love, zeal, simplicity,
and sincerity of Peter ? nay, but are we not warranted to go
still further, and assert, that the gospel refers to a more sure
and living standard, than that of a rigid imitation of the very
practice of the Church itself, even in the Apostles’ times ? seeing
that the Church at Jerusalem, with the Apostles, &c. had so far
slidden into Jadewism, as to hold up circumcision with the sacri-
fices and customs of the law of Moses—see Acfs xxi. chapter,
there we read, that they were zealous of the ceremonies of the
eld law above twenty years after Christ had fullilled and blotted,
them out, even nailing them to his cross—see Cols. ii. 14. which
is a clear demonstration, that the gospel of our Lord and Saviour,
stands not in the mere outside conformity to the prescribed or-
ders or ceremonies, even of the best of men or churches, but in
spirit and in truth, and iu the heavenly fellowship thereof ;
seeing those blessed men were permitted to cling to the old
law, even while they earnestly pressed toward the heavenly sub-
stance, which with them was all in all, wherein the Lord re-
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garded them, and had respect to their sincerity; and these
things are written for our learning, even to admonish us to look
to the Lord alone, and trust him to the end, who is the builder
of his o:vn house, and warns us to look unto him for the founda-
tion of our hope, rather than to other men’s line made ready to
our hand.

I know I may be told that the Apostles had lived under the
dispensation of the law, when it was in full force, aad walkiug
blameless therein, they should of course retain a peculiar sense
of the salemnity thereof; yet I say, that no ways binds ns to
imitate their practice, of that which had run its course, though
on their part, it fully accounts for their partiality thereto, even
rather to their credit, while yet it holds forth this caution to-us,
even ¢ that we should learn in them, not to think of man above
¢ that which is written.””—See 1 Cor. iv. 6.

Objection.—Some may object, that all this tends to slight the
Lord’s messengers, who were marvellously gifted and sent forth
as a signal blessing to the world.

Answer.—Far be it from me to diminish ought from the dig-
pity of the Apostles or their labours, nay, but I rather mean to
exalt them, wherein I assert, that all their blessed work tended
to Godward, even to turn people from darkness to light, and
from the power of Satan unto God, and to the word of bis grace,
which as they asserted, is able to build them up, and to give an
inheritance among the sanctified ; and thus they turned (or ga-
thered) souls unto God, rather than to themselves, which was
a blessed work indeed—but who are they that speak lightly of
the Apostles and their labours ? are they not such as assert that
their labours tended only to manward, even to exalt Popes and
-Prelates and their councils, and to sanction all the fickle, foul,
and filthy trumpery that ever was the bone of their contention ?
doth not that cast a slander on the Apostles and their laboars,
even worse than ever was devised by the infidel ? and if/such
profess themselves to be the only true sheepfold of Christ, would
not that aggravate their crime heyond measure ?

Our Saviour warns us to ¢ beware of false prophets who come
“ in sheep’s cloathing, but inwardly are ravening wolves ; ye
¢¢ shall know them by their fruits,” he doth not say, ye shall know
them by the line of succession which [ ordain; no sanch thing,
nay, but is it not of such as profess the like that we are warmed
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{o beware, even of them that profess the true order ? yea, of the
very sheep’s cloathing itself ? and is it not remarkable in that
place, the Lord gives only one mark whereby deceivers should
be known, even that they are inwardly ravenous ? as if he had
gaid ; ye cannot be mine if ye take up with men who are rave-
nous after gain, lordship, or pre-eminence to the subverting of
the soul ? for how could men deal more treacherously, in se-
ducing and subverting of souls, than thus to apply our Lord’s
sayings to themselves exclusively, as if nope beside them were
concerned therein, even while they stand as a solemn admonition
and warning to all people, even wherein he saith, beware of
men, and dig deep for the foundation, even as unto the rock, or
if not, the building cannot endure the trials end temptations of
the day ? but alas ! have they not said that they themselves are
the rock, which (as J. M. saith,} the Lord would have all to
take for their foundation, even by succession from the Apostles,
while yet they may see many rotten links in what he calls his re-
gular unbroken chain of Popes, &c., to which he refers as an infal-
lible, unerring, and sure guide in all things appertaining to sal-
vation ? and so cheat poor souls which they turn away from faith
in Christ, and from taking heed unto his solemn admonitions, that
go they might bring them into bondage to themselves, nay, even
to great men of the earth, whom they set up over and above the
revelation of truth, whereupon Christ’s Church is built,

Hence they arrogantly assunie a right to make faith and pre-
gcribe rules for all nations, even to denounce sins, and extol
sanctities of their own devising, to prove or judge of mens’
fraits thereby, even of things not to be found in Scripture, while
they pass over the sure marks which our Lord prescribeth for
judgment ; and is not that a wonderful and bhorrible thing, to
condemn all that dare think for themselves, and prove honest
to the couviction of conscience, even to pronounce them obsti-
nate heretics ? as in letter xlix., page 190, and divers other parts
of his volume, while he not only passeth over the blackest crimes
of his own rabbies, but even exalts and extols such as our Saviour
saith woe unto; who love the uppermost rooms at feasts, the
chief seats in the synagogues, and greetings in public places,
aud to be called of men rabbi or master; who grow great and
lordly by devouring the labour of the poor, the fatherless, and
the widow, and for a pretence make long prayers ; such the Lord
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saith should receive the greater condemnation—see Maf. xxiifs
6. 7.—Mark xii. 38. 39. 40.— Luke xx. 46. 47., and yet doth
not J. M. say, that such should sway the sceptre of the Kingdom
of Heaven, as respects the fate of all nations in the eternal
world.

Alas! was there ever a more subtle wile devised by Satan,
than first to assert that they had a grant or patent from Ieaven
to make merchandize of the souls of men ; and that it should be
blasphemy or heresy to deny the validity of their title, written
in priests’ language, which none beside them should ever under-
stand ? is not that a marvellous thing, to claim a peculiar grant
or legacy, which should disinherit all others, the world over,and
that none should understand the language of such bequest but
the legatees themselves? and when they brought the people to
believe so much, then to persuade them, that they had got great
insight into the secret things which only belong to God, even
things not fit for mortals to pry into, yet they say all must be-
lieve them implicitly, whatever they say of things handed down
to them by tradition (though not to be found in Seripture,) the
profession whereof they call faith, even while they deny the
things that are revealed, which belong to all men, wherein they
deny the Scripture testimony of the light, grace, and inspiration
of God in the souls of men, to be suflicient to convince the sin-
ner of his sins, and to draw him unto Christ, who alone can
grant repentance and forgiveness of sins, and give that hunger
and thirst after righteousness which is blessed indeed ; but if the
leaders of the people have for ages taught their flocks unbelief
in the efficacy of those blessed promises, is it any marvel then,
that they draw such impenetrable darkness over themselves, as
not to believe even the report thereof ?

The Scripture saith, he taketh the wise in their own crafti-
ness, and is not that abundantly verified in those who light upon
the case of Peter, in order to establish their claim to a carnal
succession of exclusive right, to dispose of the mysteries of the
gospel, even while they should see that nothing could more de-
cidedly overthrow their pretensions altogether, than Peter’s ex-
ample and precept ? nay, did they ouly observe his tremendous
rebuke of Simon the sorcerer, because he offered him money,
and thought that the gift of God may be purchased with money ;
therefore Peter said unto him, ¢ thy money perish with thee,
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« because thou hast thought that the gift of God may be
¢ purchased with money ; thou hast neither part nor lot in this
¢ matter, for thy heart isnotright in the sight of God”’—see Acis
viii. 20. 21. there itis plain without controversy, that according
toPeter’s testimony, whoever gave or took money for divinity,could
neither have part nor lot with the Apostles, and if they had nei-
sher part nor lot with them, how could they be their successors ?
and even J. M. himself admits (as he cannot deny) that they took
pay for masses, which he holds forth to be their principal gift;
and if they should first need money to get qualified for their
ministry, and then took money for the exercise thereof, should
they not in that case be the successors of Simon the sorcerer, rather
than of Simon Peter ?

Alas! what have they discovered in Peter to establish the
pope as his successor ? was there ever a character more at vari-
ance therewith in any wise ? whether we view him as a disciple,
an apostle, or a tempted and tried believer? and first, behold
him leaving all to follow Christ; which when lie recounted, he
was told that the blessing only awaited such as followed him in
the regeneration—Mat. xix. 28. and so he was reminded, that
the business was a change of nature, and not of mere system
or profession, further than as the good fruit was brought forth
out of the honest and good heart; but not a word referring to
creeds and priestly succession ; nay, but (mark simply,) in the
re-generation, even as Peter himself wrltes, in reference to the
divine nature—2 Pefer i. 4.

And behold him again asserting that Christ is the Son of the
Living God, to which sense and mind, Jesus pronounced the
peculiar blessing of those that so knew him by the revelation of
the Father, as being the heavenly order of the true and living
faith and knowledge of God ; which revelation opens the way
into the Kingdom of Heaven, whereby alone men can truly
know and own God ; and so he owns them, and as they can
thus call him by his nanie, he in return calls them by name, for
such only are his indeed ; yea, they dwell in him, and he in
them, who binds and looses, and gives the entrauce into the
Heavenly Kingdom ; even as Peter writes of the same blessing,
as being applicable to true helievers without respect of persons ;

nay, so far is he from ascribing it to himself exclusively, or in«
’l



68
Reflection on the presumption of cluiming

dividually, that he rather applies it to states, conditions, os
growths in grace, even as to the state of the living soul, which
should know the Living God, (the Father Almighty,) and not
to persons, dignitaries, sects, nor creeds, &c., which likewise
agree with that of Paul, who saith, ¢ that no man can call
“ Jesus Lord but by the holy spirit—1 Cor. xii. 3.—compare
Mat. xvi. 22. 23. with Mark vii. 33. 34.

But what way soever we view Peter, (although he was a most
precious stone in the building,) we may see that he was to re-
tain nothing but what he obtained ghrough the like precious
faith in the revelation of God, as was and is common to all true
believers, according to their different states or measures ; so far
as respects the common salutation, even as he himself, and Jude
writes.—And is-not that a most striking and instructive lesson,
which we may learn from Peter’s conduct and example, even of
the heavenly order of the Lord’s dealing with his true disciples ;
that although he condescended to walk among, teach, and
converse with them, even for their and our instruction and ex-
ample ? yet behold the primary instruction which he established,
even this, that after all his converse and heavenly example before
their faces ; still they could only retain what they held through
revelation or inspiration ; (I might refer to many instances, but
shall not now digress from the case of Peter,) as we may see how
remarkable it is, that although being for years conversant with
his dear master, and had (with the other Apostles) received the
commission to go teach all nations; still let us take notice for
our instruction, that with all that, he was not even to know that
a Gentile could be saved, until it was revealed to him
in a vision, and when it was revealed to him, he saith,
¢ God hath shewed me that I should call no man common ; (there
we may see, that gospel knowledge, was, and is, only to be
attained through revelation,) and Peter then testified,” of a
truth I perceive that God is no respecter of persons; but in every
nation he that feareth him and worketh righteousness is accepted
with him Acfs x. how remarkable to find this thrice repeated.

Now let all that plead for a carnal succession to the chair of
Peter, take notice, even of that memorable visit to the house of
Cornelius, and see if it would not decidedly overturn such pre-
tensions altogether, insomuch that I amready to query, whether



69
« divine succession from Peter.

Peter did not gain as much instruction by that interview, as did
Cornelius? even when he saw the shortness of all finite compre-
hension, and the unsearchable knowledge of God (whose ways
are a great deep,) he exclaimed, of a truth I perceive that God
is no respecter of persons, but in every nation he that feareth
him and worketh righteousness is accepted ; (doth not every na-
tion there, fully imply every sort of people,) so Peler saith, of a
truth God is no respecter of persons; but now they say that he
is a respecter, not only of persons, but of the very orders of
men : Nay further, they even take on to tell the very individual
persons of whom he is a respecter, and say, he respects popes
and cardinals, &c., saying, they are built upon Peter as his
successors.

Was there ever the like presumption, or could any thing be
more grossly carnal? surely those the Apostle upbraids with
being carnal, were harmless in comparison of such carnal claims
to succession ; yet see how sharply they were reproved, saying
to such, are ye notcarnaland walk asmen, sceing that one saith,
I am of Paul, another 1 am of Apollos, and I of Cephas (or
Peter,) &c.: and then retorts the charge against them, saying,
% who then is Paul, or Apollos, but ministers i &c.—see 1 Cor.
i 12. and iii. 3. 4. &e.—Yet we do not find, carnal as they
were in that respect, that they ever thoughtof such a thing, as
that none should be accepted beside their favourite order ; nay
surely, that was reserved for the woful perilous times that Peter
and other Apostles foretold, was then near at hand, of which
¥ may treat moré largely in its place ; however, I must admit
one exception, even in the Apostles’ days, as we find, that some
of the offspring of the old sin-soothing Pharisees, laid claim to
a like divine exclusive acceptance, saying, that except they
were circumcised and kept the law, they could not be saved ;
and so they built their hope of salvation upon a conformity to
outside profession, while they talked of bnilding upon Moses,
even in like manner, as the same carnal generation now a days
speak of building upon Peter ; but they seem to forget, orhave
. not known, that if they come into Peter’s chair, they must come
in by the same door as he did, even by the revelation of the Fa-
ther through Christ, wbo is the way and the door, who saith, all
that climb up any other way are thieves and robbers, surely then,
all who climb up by suecession, as by the vote of multitudes, or
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by priucipalitics or powers, or by the strength of armies, as they
have done (without even blushing for shame,) in former ages,
when Emperors set them up as bulwarks of the state policy ? or
yet if they climb up by education, wisdom, knowledge, arts, or
parts ; or by all of them together; such climb up some other
way than by Christ alone, whose covenant is his law written in
the heart, and his spirit in the inward parts, even as revealed to
Peter.

But the worst never can be told to the full ; were we to take
into account the fearful consequences of usurping the Lord’s
prerogative over the conscience, to the subverting the soul ;
even to the holding people in spiritual bondage to the fear and
tradition of men, who beguile souls from digging deep for the
true and living foundation, while they set at naught the hea-
venly admonition of him, who saith, ¢ be not ye called Rabbi ;
¢ for one is your master, even Christ; and all ye are brethren ;
¢ and call no man your Father upon earth, for one is your Fa-
¢ ther which is in Heaven ; neither be ye called masters : for one
¢ is your master even Christ.”—See Mat. xxiii. Who then is the
Prince of the Apostles, seeing the Lord rebuked the like thought
in them, saying, ¢ ye know that the Princes of the Gentiles
¢¢ exercise dominion over them, and they that are great exercise
¢ authority upon them ; but it shall not be so among you 3’—
Mat. xx. 25. 26.—how will ye answer these things, oh!ye that
give and receive such heathenish lordly titles, as break and set
at waught the Saviour’s commandments ?

Alas, alas! willit serve as an excnse in the great day, for
to say, that there was a time wherein the policy of Princes
decmed it expedient to set up an imperial high priest, in order
to counteract the distractions of the Empire ; while at the same
time, the avarice and ambition of the bishops, called for all the
favour that could be obtained from the state? and seeing that
temporal and spiritual alliance, brought forth such a goodly
Prince as their Pope; and although he could not be seated
surelyon his throne, without feigning his pedigree to descend from
the Apostles ; yet if the setting up of such a great grand Vizier
to preside over Christendom, hath raised a greater scandal against

the purity and simplicity of the gospel ; and caused the way of
truth to be evil spoken of, more than everthe Heathen dxd how
then will they answer for it, who still contend for such measures ?
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SECTION VI.

Some further veflections on the presumption of flesh and blood
claiming a divine succession from Peter ; shewing the fal-
dacy thereof, especially, in that wherein flesh and blood. is
prone to change, stumble, and reap corruption ; even as

demonstrated by a slight glance at some of their ways and
workings.

WHAT claim can they have to Peter, who would climb up

to his chair by a succession of great lordly voters, and
candidates of like stamp ? surely though high and dignified as
they are estecmed, Peter’s cause is yet above them, even as
heaven is higher that the earth, yea, and though by great wordly
interest, state policy, or philosophy and vain divination, they
may have stolen or forged the poor fisherman’s name, and clothed
themselves with the saint’s words, which they would strain to fit
themselves, to cover a vile carcass, in order to get gain and
preeminence in the sight of men, far beyond any thing that ever
Simon the Soicerer looked for, even giving out that they them-
selves are some great ones, to whom all people should give heed ;
alas, alas! was that the kind of chair that Peter sat in ? nay,
verily ; for however they may make mountains of voluntary hu-
mility, they could no more getup to such a chair with the humi-
lity of Peter, than they could create a living man.

Is it not remarkable, that when a people choose to be de-
ceived, the justice of Heaven permits or suffers them to choose
their own delusions ? which, although it be a truth that may
stand as a general memento toall people ; of what profession so-
ever; yet here I may apply it to such as build upon a carnal
line of what they call the successors of Peter, &c. ; for even sup-
pose they could wrest the Scripture, to force such a meaning
therefrom (with their traditions,) as that the inheritance of the
gospel might descend by succession, or be transferred to heirs
and successors like one of the kingdoms of this world, yet I say,
even suppose they should form so gross and carnal a conception
of the Kingdom of Heaven, as that it should be assigned to the
government of frail man, whose brcathis in his nostrils; yet
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with all that, how could they fail to observe, that the Kingdome
of Heaven must stand in Heavenly order? yea, and that even
those very Churches which had been rightly established, were
warned in the Revelations, of the danger of their degeneracy and
fall, (even at the time of giving forth that portion of Scripture,)
yea, they are told, that if they did not repent and amend their
ways, the Lord would fight against them with the sword of his
mouth, and kill their children with death, and give unto every
one according to their works, that he would come quickly and
remove their caudlestick out of its place except they repent ; nay,
farther, we find some of them charged with saying they were true
believers, while they were the synagogue of Satau.

Now who would dare to say, that it was merely their profes-
sion or their creed, that appeared so vile ? nay, surely, but it
must have been their spirit and their deceitful ways that were
condemned ; for'we are told, that they were not what they pro-
fessed to be, and therefore their profession is called blasphemy,
and that is for our warning —read Rev. i. ii. iii. chapters.

And seeing they had, even then, such as said they were
Apostles, and were not, but were found liars; who wonld at-
tempt to say, that their fault was a want of that outward ordi-
nation that should proceed from Peter or Paul, &c.? nay, ve-
rily, for auy thing we know, they might have had a form of
Godliuess without the power thereof : and for ought we know,
they might be as truly called,, as either Judas or Demas, seeing
that such as turn from the truth or spirit in the inward parts,
shall be found liars, let them profess what they may.

And if the Seven Churches, or even those of Ephesus and
Pergamus, had so degenerated (while yet the Apostles and their
labours had béen fresh amongst them,) that they were then in
danger of being cast off from the favour of God ? what would it
avail them in such a case, to be able to recount their nnmbers,
or plead the accuracy and orthodoxy of their creeds and tradi-
tions, or that they should rely on the stability of their estab-
lishment and succession ? would not that rather aggravate the
case in the sight of him from whom there is no appeal, who only
loves righteousness, and hates iniquity, without respect to the
persons, the orders, or the devices of men ? :

And as to that very Church of Rome itself, which he saith
could never err; yet hear what the Apostle saith unto her ;
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% if God spared not the natural branches” (meaning the Jews}
¢ take heed lest he also spare not thee”~—Rom. xi. 21—and in
the viii. chapter he saith, ‘¢ if ye live after the flesh ye shall die,
¢ but if ye through the spirit do mortify the deeds of the body,
¢ ye shall live ;” there are the conditions, even life and death
set before all people without respect of persons, (no exception to
the successors of Peter,) which also applies to Churches, as
sure as to individuals ; and if they should die away, or loose the
life of the spirit of Christ in the inner man, what then would a
dead carcass avail, even though as great as nations and multi-
tudes ? or what would the glory of their high priests, high pro-
fession, and many inventions do for them in such a case, but
hide from their eyes the things that belong to their peace?

And we read in the same chapter, that ¢ there is no con-
® demnation to them that are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after
¢ the flesh, but after the spirit, and if any man have not the
¢ spirit of Clirist he is none of his;” there we see that the
election or choice is according to his purpose, who will have
mercy on whom he will, and the carnal mind with the works
thereof is in the enmity and reprobation, to be cast away,
while on the other hand, as many as are led by the spirit of
God are his children, heirs, and joint heirs with Christ ; mind
that (as many) all conditionally, read Roms. viii.—and more-
ever, I might challenge the most keen-eyed critic, to spy out
any thing in all that epistle to the Romans, poiuting to a pre-
gumptous claim to succession, or tending to build up any man
or order of men in self-confidence, or to exalt one man over
others ; nay, but what saith he in that epistle, ¢ who art thou
% that judgest another man’s servant ?—to his own master he
¢ standeth or falleth—Iet every man be fully persuaded in his
“ own mind, &c.;” and warns all, ¢ not to be highminded
& but fear.”

And seecing that however men might force a construction in
favour of such a carnal order of succession, still it must be subject
to the conditions, even of righteousness, peace, and joy in the
Holy Spirit, for therein alone doth the Kingdom of God cousist.
Rom. xiv. 17.—And sceing that sucl a requisite must be retained,
or the inheritance forfeited, so as to revert back again to the
disposal of the Lord, the original donor, to give it to whomsoever
ke will, and that is the order and condition of the disposal of all
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the gifts and callings appertaining to the Kingdom of God ; yesg
that they are all subject to be forfeited, even by slothfulness
and the slothful servant, or the sleepy foolish virgins, have no power
to transfer it to heirs or successors ; but the Lord taketh it from
them, read Mat. xxv. Oh! all of you that wilfully deceive
yourselves by relying upon a temporal or human succession ;
there ye may see, that the lamp, or strictest profession ; the
Virgin or the gift, was of no avail to them, further than as
they occupied therewith according to the Lord’s good pledsure,
who gives aud takes, and changes as he sees meet, and mark,
mark, mark, so is the Kingdom of Heaven, or all the gifts and
callings thercof likened unto, and let them see to it, who say
that they can be held, retained, or transferred at the will of
man, whose breath is in his nostrils.

Wherefore, seeing that the Kingdom of Heaven (or the gospel
state) could only be retained by the nation or people which
bringeth forth the fruits thereof ; what shall we say then of such
as wilfully plead for a human succession ? are we not forced to
acknowledge, that no delusion could scare men who chose to be
so deceived, as to close their eyes at noon day ? I mean even
so far as respects common observation, for now I allude to the
learned, who have always been making the great blunders of
all ; and must needs be masters of arts in the science of confu-
sion; affecting to know that whereof neither themselves nor any
body else could tell the meaning, whereby they acquived great
fame in the world ; for the more they duped the people, so much
the more the world wondered after them ; so that finding the
bait to take so effectually to their purpose, they fell out among
themselves about the meaning of that whereof they knew ne
meaning, and so got mighty fierce against each other, whereby
their renown went forth throughout the nations, which revered
them so much the more™as they affected to be wise above that
which is written, and differed about things they could never
comprehend, even things not fit nor lawful for mortals to pry
into ; even as Hilary saith, ¢ it is a thing deplorable as danger-
“ ous, that there are as many creeds as opinions among men ; as
¢ many doctrines as inclinations, as many sources of blasphemy
¢ as there are faults among us; becausc we make creeds arbi-
¢ trarily, and explain them'as arbitrarily,” &c.—¢ Every year,
“nay, every moon, we make new creeds to describe invisible
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% mysteries,” &c. ¢ We anathematize those whom we defend ?
¢ we condemn cither the doctrine of others in ourselves, or our
¢ own in that of others,”” &c. There was the very root and
ground of heresy, even beguiling the people iato forbidden
knowledge ; and thus were the bishops and their lordly orders
exalted over the conscience of the people, whom they betrayed
into dangerous and presumptuous speculations, and over whom
they reigned in their various changes and fluctuations, like what
we read of the waters where the whore sitteth, which are
peoples and multitudes, and pations, and tongues.—Revs. xvi. 17.

And thus were the Apostles’ predictians and warnings mar«
velously verified (even literally,) nay, were we ouly to oba
serve, how the believers are forewarned of the Apostles’ fears,
¢ lest as the Serpent beguiled Eve through Lis subtlety, so their
¢ minds should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in
¢ Christ 3 and so they were warned, ¢ to beware lest any man
¢ gpoil them through philosophy and vain deceit; after the tra-
¢¢ dition of men, after the rudiments of the world and not after
¢ Christ.”—see 2 Cors. xi. iii. and Cols. ii. 8. which also we
may read still stronger to the same effect, in divers parts of the
New Testament, even in Peter, John, and Jude: and Paul
sa'it}i, the mystery of iniquity was even then at work ; and he
tells the Ephesians that after his departure shounld grievous
wolves enter in amongst them, even of their own selves, and so
he refers.them to his own example, how that in all things so la-
bouring as they knew that his own hands ministered to his ne-
cessities, &c., while he warned them with tears night and day,
aye and now warns every one of us, not to trust to ourselves,
nor yet to any man, or order of men, but to the Lord alone,
and to the word of his grace, which is able {o build up and to
give an inheritance amongst the sanctified—Acts xx. Thus we
see, the Apostles directed the people unto the Lord alone,
while they foresaw the woful desolation that awaited such as
became slaves to the fear and government of self-seeking men,
whose end was to bring them into boundage, that so they might
make a gain of them.

e —
Although I know bat little of history, yet I have read more

than enough to shew how remarkably the Apostles’ forebodings
M
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of a woful falling away was verified ; that even in the times of
eruel persecution, the bishops began to extend their views of
ambition, not only to an unrighteous pre-eminence over their
brethren, but even to grasp at empire and renown in the world 3
which I shall not attempt to set forth in full detail to such as
may read tenfold more about them than I have done ; but let it
here suffice as we pass along, just to remind them of the confue
sion which was raised in divers nations, by their ravening after
pre-eminence ; even so early as the days of Paul of Antioch, or
Samosata ; who appear to have united the office of Minister of
State, with that of Patriarch of the Church, (even while the
poor Christians lay exposed to grievous persecutions ;) and that
even then, he had his partisans and rivals, in that age of innovation
and overturning in the so called religious world. And if in
such times, the two parties of Bishops (while applying to each other
the epithets of schism and heresy,) should be so base as to plead
their quarrels before an Imperial Heathen tribunal ; what then
became of that spotless unbroken succession, which J. M.
boasts of ?

And if even then, in the third century, under an Heathen go-
vernment, as the historian relates, that, ¢ as Christians were
¢ caressed by one Emperor, and persecuted by another; in
¢ seasons of prosperity many raushed into the Church for base
¢ ends. In times of adversity, they denied the faith, and re-
¢ turned again to idolatry. When the squall was over, away
¢ they came again into the Church, with all their vices, to de-
¢ prave others by their examples; the bishops, fond of prose-
¢ lytes enconraged all this, transferring the attention of chris-
¢ tians from the aucient confederacy for virtue, to vain shows at
¢ Easter, and other Jewish ceremonies, adulterated too with
¢ Paganism.”—See Clarke’s History of Iulolerance, Vol. I. puge
215. Many who deplored such depravity, laboured for a time
to stem the torrent, until seeing a tide of immorality pouring
into the Church, they withdrew, and testified against it; and
so were called heretics, and many nicknames, such as puritans,
&e., and in process of time were persecuted and banished, by
such as called themselves the successors of Peter, who dealt
sorely with the successors of Novation and divers others.

But what shall we say to these things, if even Kusebins and
Cyprian, (who joined in condemning the Novations for their
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over zeal against the prevailing abuses, still bewailed the cor-
ruption of manners and principles, so as for the latter to confess,
& that the principal study of the bishops of his time, was to get
¢ money and estates—that they followed after pride, and were
4 at leisure for nothing but emulation and quarrelling, and, that
¢ they neglected the simplicity of the faith, and renounced the
¢ world in words only.”—Clarke’s History, Vol. 1. page 207.

If the foregoing hints respecting the early ages of the Church,
(even while under persecution) call aloud unto such as trust in
man, orin a human succession, to look to the ground of their
dependance, what shall I say then to that which followed shortly
after 2 if we but take a slight glance at their ways and work-
ings, from the days of Constantine,* when the flood-gates of
temporal power, wealth, and luxury, were opened upon the
Churches, and vast revenues and benefices flung out amongst
such as were called clergy ; insomuch that in process of times
the filthy intrigue, aud policy of the state became rapidly blend-
ed with the government of the Church? aye, even so far, that
the influence of kings and emperors, was of greatest weight in
the election of suchas they called vicars in Jesus Christ.

What else but such worldly pewer and wealtl, could make the
bishops so gross and ravenous, that they could not agree about
which of themselves should be entitled to their anti-Christian
pre-eminence, until they submitted their dispute to a king named
Theodorick, a professed Arian, whom they call an heretic?
but as I might have noticed divers other cases more revolting ; so
I do not set forth this, as the most abominable feature in the
catastrophe ; far be it from me to compare the like, to the
scenes of tumult, sedition, aud bloodshed, excited by such like
elections, wherein they made flesh their arm to a witness; but I
have simply noticed the above, in order to remind them how in-
consislent with themselves his infallible divines can turn to ob-
tain their own ends ; wherefore then does he tell the world that

* As it is recorded, that a voice from Heaven like that of an angel, was
beard to proclaim—** this day is poison (or venom) poured into the churches,”
elluding to that of pouring forth wealth among the bishops, &c., in the days
of Constantine: yet however such a voice was heard by the human ear; T
have no doubt but it was heard, and well understood, by that ear whick
(€ould hear what the spirit saith unto the churches.
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they cannot err? of ‘whom the historian saith, ¢ that they were
¢ too much taken up about the establishment of their Churches,
¢ to hear that voice which calls to glory by way of virtue; that
¢ thiey were too intent on obtaining dominion over others to gos
¢ vern themselves.”—1Ibid. *

* Tt is remarkable through all ages, that at what times soever signal fa-
vours were coufered upon believers; Sataun was then most busy with his
wiles, to turn snch favours to their destruction, which was never morchrge]y
demonstrated, than in the days whercin Constantine proclaimed Christianity
the veligion of the state, and of the empire; then was the time for the devil,
(the destroyer) to play his inasterstroke, in order to accomplisi by his bait of
worldly policy, affluence, and the smiles of princes, what he could not effect
by means of that persecution, which had rather sirengthened than abated the
irue Christian’s faith and perseverance, while sustained by an invisible arm:
But when the Christian profession was proclaimed the religion of the state and
of the world at large, then did the rulers hetake themselves to make the most
of the new order of things for their ewn advantage ; and therein we may
observe Constantine playing a pro’ound masterstroke of state policy, wherein
he flung out among the ambitious clergy, a profusion of wealth, donations,
and beunefices ; perhaps more than was lavished on the old Heathen priesthood,
wiich the wisdom of man would oonelude should pramote manifold eids of
state policy, in order to bring the people thoroughly under the sway of the
ruler, first, to secure the interest of the clergy, by satiating their avarice and
ambiiion, so as to raise them above any order of lleathen priesthood that
ever went before them, whereby they were thought s:ill the more honourable;;
and being thus made thorough Heathens in the wmain, must needs please the
THeathen world, ta see no trace of Christianity left in the state, but the bare
name, (without the power or virtue,) and that name pleased the mere nominal
Christian professor alsa,

Howbeit all the blame of such monstrous novelties, should not be charged
upon the empevor, secing the covetous priests were not so honest as to tell
him plainly that such order of things was rank Heathenisin 3 and that if they
partook of lis moiety or promotion in that wise, they would then have no
more part or lot of a true Chsistian, than Simon the sorcerer : uay but they
did not fully impre:s the emperor with that momentons trath, because their
avarice nnd ambition was rather gratified, by that which opeaed to themselves
and their relations, a new field for their aggrandizement in the world, evenin 2
waythey shonld never have thought of, before the ehurel became thus thoroughly
Heathenized, under the name of Christian ; nay even in many ways the very
name itself was assimilated to that of the old Heathen phraseology, even call-
ing their pastors pricsts, and their overscers hishops, and their meeting
houses they called chuiches, temples, or sanctvaries, which they soon began
10 decorate and adorn in magnificence like the Heatheus themselves, and in
‘process of time, set up even images and altars therein ; all of which with many
euch Jike things, that savoured of the vain customs of a gorgeous generation,
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And further more, was not. the influence of earthly potentates,
or emperors, of greatest weight likewise, in approving or reject-
ing their ordinances or traditions? yea, insomuch, that the idol
they would bless under one emperor, have they not cursed tbe
same in another reign? I may only remind them of their own
account of the counsels of Chalcedon, and the fifth general coun-
cil in the reign of Justinian; and if they would be instructed
by such examples, they may find more than enough of a still
deeper dye.—DBy their idols, I mean such as they idolized for
the sake of their subtle reasoning or invention of creeds, rules,
and institutions; or (to speak plainly} their endless wind-
ings, novelties, and intricacies, which the priests set up
through their philosophy and vain deceit, to please an heathen
world, and to beguile or corrupt the people from the simplicity
which is in Christ, that so tbey might bring them into bondage
to themselves ; even as the Apostle feared, and saw working in
hisday ; and if themystery of iniguity was thenat work, howmuch
more manifest, when the great Roman Empire (then mistress of Na-
tions,and wallowing in theirwealth and iniquity) took onalso to be
mistress of the kingdom of Heaven ; and even claimed exclu-
sively, the very keys thereof? how then could we expect, that
her way should be the way of holiness, so plain that the fool
could not err therein ? or in other words, how could all her laws,
erdinances, and traditions, be fulfilled in onc word, even in

this, ¢ thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself ?¥—as in Rom.
xiii. 9.—Gdl. v. 14.

gave the priesthood a pompous air of preeminence and dominion over the
people, whom they ruled as their rulers p\edsed, while they kept putting
into their mouths, and raising them to titles of preeminence, lordship, and
vanity ; insomuch that they beeame so leagued in state policy, asto have it
enacted, that whatsoever the priest ealled heresy, should he deemed sedition
or rebellion against the state ; whereby a woful door was opened for perse~
cution, or declamation, against every tender conscience that testified against
the sins and spiritual idolatry of this misiress of nations, and dare not sit
down ip the lap of her adultery or witchery.

* Seeing that J. M. has quoted so much from what he calls the fathers, in
erder to prove the uniutersupted unity and consisiency of his Church, itseems
passing strange, that he should no! have found sonething even among them, of
a very different stamp ; howkeir, that they were all on thke side of bother
Church, (rubning with the ewrent,) would be folly to deny, seeing it is
from thence they derive their fame; otherwise the Church would disowm
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Nay verily that became foolishness unto her; for how much
soever she glorified herself, she knew not the straight and nars
fow way, seeing the glory of her way consisted in this, that it
was broad, and the gate wide, yea, even so as that the nations

them, be they never so pure ; yet even among them, may be found many
striking marks, that God was not without a witness in their conscience, that
often beamed forth a ray of light, theugh like as it was with the rulers of
old ; if they had fully canfessed or obeyed the dictates thereof, they shouid
be turned out of the synagogue.

Yet hear what Augustine saith, although by his letters, the historian takes
o0 to demonstrate, that he had two opinions on persecution, viz—that hs
thought it right when he was in power, and wrong, when he was not in
powers Clarke’s History ¥Vot. 1., page 50)—jyet doth he not acknowledge,
¢ that the yoke imposed npon many Christians in his days, was more inole.
¢ rable than that under which the Jews formerly groaned.”

But Hillery speaks much plainer, for, after bewailing the opinions then
prevailing, that meu availed themselves of worldly aid to promote and sus-
tain the true Church: he proceeds thus; ¢ tell me, ye bishops; who are
¢ of this way of thinking? of what aid the Apostles availed themselves,
% when they preached the gospel? or to what great oues of the earth did
$¢ they recur, in order to convert, (as in fact they did,) almost all nations,
¢ from idolatry to the waorship of the true God ? wasit in palaces they sought
¢ favour P’ &c. continues Hillery ;  thesame church, that formerly through
¢ endurance of chains, persecutions, and banishments, extended its faith,
© now diffuses terror by means of proscriptions and prisons, seeking to he
¢ believed through the effects of force.—It now banishes the priests of those
¢ same sects which anciently drove its own ministers into exile, In short,
¢ that same church now seeks to be applauded by the world, which only by
¢ being hated of men can be pleasing to lier spouse.  When, withsuch scand-
¢¢ alous abuses before me, I compare the church of the present times, with
¢¢ that which Jesus Christ confided to our ancestors, 1 cannot but exelaim
¢S that it has undergone the most deplorable change.” ’

And respecting their doctrine, Hillery saith—*¢ it is a thing equally deplo-
¢¢ rable and dangerous, that there are as maany creeds as epinions among men
€ as many doctrines as inclinations, as many sources of blasphemy as there
€ are faults among us; becanse we make creeds arbitrarily, and explain
¢ them as arbitrarily.—The homoousion is rejected, and received, aud ex-
% plained away by successive synods.-—The partial or total resemblance
 of the Father and of the Son, is a subject of dispute for these unhap-
¢ py times. Every year, nay every moon, we make new creeds tu de-
% scribe invisible mysteries.—We repent of what we have dove, we de-
¢ fend those who repent, we anathematize those whom we delend.—We
“ condemn either the doctrine of others in ourselves, or our ewn in that
*® of others; and reciprocally tearing one another to pieces, we have been
¢‘ the cause of each others ruin,” so far Hillery see Clarke’s History, pags
821, 822,
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of the earth (with their pomp and deceit) might go in thereat §
and if kings or emperors took a turn at ruling the church, did
pot some of the popes on the other Laud (as opportunity offered)
aim at still more than imperial sway in the ruling and disposing
of empires, states and nations ; as if they had never read, that
Christ’s Kingdom is not of this world ? ;

And now what say those that choose to be deceived, like men
who have eyes and see not ? do they not count it a leading mark
of infallibility, and a confirmation of their being the true and
lawful succesors of Peter and Faul, thatsuch a lady as the great
Roman Empire (or the offspring thereof) should have been for so
many ages, the guardian of the keys of heaven committed unto
them ? and so he recouats their multitude, wisdom, learning,
greatuess and dignity, &c. as undeniable proofs of the infallibje
lity that is lodged with his people at this day ; even though de«
scending to them through such a gorgeous line of succession, yea
and even dates it from that of Peter and Paul being put to death
at Rome ; but is not this the upshot of all his hoasted claim to
succession and infallibility, that some how or other he has got to
reign where Peter and Paul suffered ? but let him beware lest he
be joined to that self same spirit whereby Peter and Paul suffered,
and by which their Lord and master was and is crucified.

Have they not read, that ¢ when Jesus therefore perceived
¢ that they would come and take him by force, to make him
% a king, he departed again into a mountain himself alone
Joln vi. 15. but he appeared unto those that saw their dan-
gerous tossed condition, even in peril of life, ready to sink,
and so hath he ever done, blessed be his name; and now men
would make a king of the profession of his name, while they
srucify him spiritually, as John saith, long after he had ascen-
ded, he saw him crucified in the great city, which (spiritually,)
is called Sodom and Egypt Rev. xi.--8.

As to them that arrogautly claim to themselves exclusively,
such great and infallible powers (in pretence of a divine com=
mission, as heirs and successors to Peter;) do they not join
with that spirit which crucified the Lord of glory; and have
they not ahove all others blasphemied that adorable name
and power of which they make profession, that is to say, if
they take on in his name to be mediators between God and
wman for all nations, and to perform works which none but God
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eould do, and to say, that without them none could be sayed ?
do they not thereby offer indignity to him that came to save
his people from their sins?

Is it notremarkable, when a people choose to be deceived, that
the justice of God permits them to choose their own delusions?
and if they willfully kick against conviction, and the reproofs
of instruction in the conscience, such cannot see the glorious
order of the gospel, even though so largely set forth as we
read in scripture of the new covenant, as being a peculiar dis-
pensation of the pouring forth of the spirit upon all that be=
lieve and obey ; even upon old and young, servants and hand-
maids, without respect of perons, according to Peter’s testimony
Acts ii.—and that should net be according to the old cove-
nant, nor after the law of a carnal commandment (through a
succession of Priests,) but after the power of an endless life,
revealed in the believer, as the immovable rock upon which
the church of the New Testament should be built ; and if men:-
wilfully neglect or despise such a glorious offer of grace, mercy,
and glad tidings; and for self-ease or reputation, run with a
multitude to set up a carnal priesthood and succession, like the
old covenant, (nay, worse every way,) and desire to be in
bondage thereunto, rather than to strive to enter in at the straight
gate, or labour to dig deep for the revelation of the true and
living foundation ; is it any marvel then, insuch a case, that the
justice of God should suffer them to choose their own delusions ?

For all the religions buildings in the world, of what name or
profession soever, that are not built upon God, or of Ged, must
veeds be built upon man, or of man ; and all that, is of the beast,
the whore, and the false prophet, which deceiveth the nations,
and stupifies them with the bewitching sorcery of that golden
cup, which mystery Babylon holds forth, glittering with the
magnificence and antiquity of her rules, orders, and ordinances,
(mark her antiquity) for she hath long sat as a Queen, and how
many are the different religious professions that have Deen de-
filed in the bed of her false divination, polluted rest, or carnal
wisdom, wherewith she had committed fornication with them,
even as with the kings of the earth ? by whom she shall yet be
stripped naked, and her filthiness discovered, as sure as ever set
forth in the xvi. chapter of Ezekicl and in Revelations. .

And although they are diverse from ‘each other, and have



83
@ divine succession from Peter,

g6t up many heads and horns, wherewith they have pushed one
at the other, yet are they not all under a measure of the domi=
nion of that love which proceedeth from the mother of harlots
and abominations of the earth ; even that love wherewith they
build up each other in deceit? loving only, all that love them,
and such our Lord calls hypocrites? but such can mnever love
their enemies in that mind, nay, nor yet their neighbour as
themselves, neither can they see that love which fulfils the law
and the gospel, it is foolishness unto all; of what profession so«
ever, that are drunk with the divers lusts, and mauny inventions,
sought out by the votaries mystery Babylon, to silence the
alarms and terrors of conscience, and lull tlie poor soul asleep
in carnal security.

Behold, the Lord saith, « I will write my laws in their heart
¢ and mind, and they shall all know me,” &c. But doth not
J. M. say in effect, that he should not so put his law in their
mind,; and that they should not all kuow him, but that still the
priests’ lips should preserve their knowledge, and their fear be
taught by the precepts of men, as in the old covenaut ? and so,
having taught the people unbelief in the unspeakable gift or in=
spiration of God, (which comes by Jesus Christ;) they do not
believe therein no more then a Deist, nay, I have heard a Deist
acknowledge more of the efficacy and universality of the spirit
or grace of God, than he will admit ; he even makes a boast of
his brother hirelings, being such famous work-masters, as to have
brought over their flocks to such unbelief, as not to give heed to
inspiration ; but rely on themselves implicitly, who have taught
them that the lips of the priests alone should preserve their
knowledge ; and what else did our Druid ancestors ? but at the
‘very best, it can only be like asunder the old law, so he would
have them still, though without that sanction or certainty, and
is not that as much as to deny Christ ? even to deny the effect of
‘his coming, of whom the Scripture saith, ¢ Ile was the true light
¢ that lighteth every man that cometh into the world,” aud he
saith, ¢“ I am the light of the world, he that followeth me shali
““not walk in darkuess, but shall have the light of life” —read
John i. and viii. chapters, and sce whether the chief priests of
these days deny such effect of his coming as thercin set forth ?

And are they not of Antichrist that so deny Christ, and deny
S N £ !
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the Scripture also, which saith, that all might know Him from
the least to the greatest, according to the promises of God ? but
would they not make his promise of none effect, who say, that
still their fear toward him could only be taught by the precepts of
men as it was of old 7 but such may read their portion in the
xxix. chap. of Isaiah, where ¢ the Lord saith, for as much as
¢¢ this people draw near me with their mouth, and with their lips
¢ do honour me, but have removed their heart far from me, and
¢ their fear toward me is tanght by the precept of men ; therefore,
¢ behold, I will proceed to doamarvellous work among this people,
¢¢ even a marvellous work and a wonder ; for the wisdom of their
¢ wise men shall perish, and the understanding of their prudent
¢ shall be hid.” i

And is it not marvellous indeed, to behold, how he hath pro-
ceeded to hide his counsel from the great, the wise, and the pru-
dent ones of this world, and to reveal it unto babes, to the
unspeakable glory of our blessed Redeemer, who came to save
his people and redeem them from sin, and from the serpent’s
wisdom, and the effeets thereof? and from all such sinsoothing
monsters, as would begnile and destroy people through their
subtilty, whereby they hunt souls, to make the heart of the
righteous sad, and daub the sinner as with untempered mortar ;
but here is the marvellous thing and the wonder, that such is the
wisdom (whether in the learned or unlearned,) and they are the
people that the Lord would confound ; even the great, the wise,
the strong, and the confident, who hath dishonoured him through
the bruit of their arrogance, but he hath shewn that his weak-
ness is too mighty for them, and his foolishness wiser than them
all, even as we may read in i. ii. iii. chapters of 1 Corinthiuns,
and may rest assured that he will not always endure their re-
proach, though he bear long with them for the manifestation of
his power and unsearchable wisdom, even as he that bruiseth
the serpent’s head, takes his enemies in the strongest part, tri-
umphing over them, and making a shew of them openly, (which
sometimes he may choose to effect as by little and little, or by
degrees, giving them space to repent) though they know it not;
which is also a marvellous thing and a wonder, even as it was
when he walked amongst men. '

Look now, oh ye crafty double-minded rabbies, (who yet
think yourselves full of sincerity;) who were they then that

»
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could not discern who he was, even when the multitude fol-
lowed him ? yea, and even the publicans and harlots, soldiers
and officers, heathens, strangers, and Samaritans, had a sense of
his power and virtue ; yea, while the very devils trembled before
him ; who were they then that could not perceive who he was?
" were they not the chief priests and rabbies of the day, who
claimed infallible order and succession, with their wise scribes,
self-righteous pharisees, crafty doctors, lawyers, and exalte