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CULTIVATED AND UNCULTIVATED LAND. 

1 
Estimated 

Estimated 
Acreage of 

Uncultivated 
Land. 

Estimated 
. Settlement. 

i 

Acreage of 
Cultivated Land, j 

Acreage of the 
Colony. 

■ 

i. 

Singapore and Islands 61,030 83,970 145,000 

Penang Islands • # * 

• 

; 1 
70,491 

Province Wellesley 652,741 8,005 660,746 A 

Penang (North East District) 19,152 * 10,242 29,394 Including P. Jerejak 
and P. Tikus. 

Do, (South West District) 31,270 11,500 41,100 

Krian District 14,600 30,100 44,700 • 

Trans-Krian ... 9,800 1,000 10,800 

Dindings, Mainland 9,000 94,000 103,000 
i 

Do., Islands # • • 5,500 5,500 

Pulau Pangkor 520 5,298 5,818 

„ Jerejak ••• • • * ( 886) Included in N. E. 
District. 

, Kindi 116 116 \ Included in 8. "*■ 

„ Kimau 20 63 83 ^ District. 

■ 
„ Kra. North 

f 116 224 340 
„ Kra, South ) 

„ Betong • ■ » 8 8 Included in S. W. 

. 

District. 

Malacca 240,661 220,459 

j 

461,120 

* I 
* Including1 about 65 Acres of Taban, Para and Ram bong planted on Crown Land at Batu Feringgi by Government. 
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AVERAGE RATES OF WAGES FOR LABOUR. 

1 

SINGAPORE, PENANG. DINDINGS. MALACCA. 

Per annum. Per day. Per annum. Per day. Per annum. Per day. Per 
annum. • Per day. 

$ Cents. $ Cents. 
* 

$ Cents. $ Cents. 

PREDIAL. ' 

All field labourers and gar- 60 to 108 20 to 30 72 to 144 ; 25 to 40 40 to 60 ... 30 to 45 
deners are generally hired | 72 to 180 30 to 75 
by the month, and some on 
longer agreements. 

(P. W.) (P. W.) 

If paid by day they get higher 
wages. 

# . 

DOMESTIC. 

Domestic servants are all en- 72 to 180 96 to 216 144 to 192 IgO to 144 25 to 35 
gaged monthly. and food. « and food. ana rood. ,and food. 

60 to 216 
(P. W.) 

- 

% 

* 

ESTATE COOLIES. 1 \ -■ 

Tamils—Free. (m) 40 
(f) 30 • * * .. , • «* 

(1) Tamil on 2 years’ agree- 
(m) 25 ment. , , , ... ... (m) 45 ... 23 to 25 
(f) 18 (f) 25 

(2) Chines^ on 1 year’s 34 to 42 • * * JNew hands, *» • 30 to 40 * * * 24 to 30 * • • 

agreement. and food. $24 to $30 and food. and food. 

% & food; old 
hands, $108 
to $180 and 
food. 
(P. W.) 

New hands, 
$30 & food; 

. 
* 

m 

old hands, 
$108 to 

I 
j 

$180 and 
TRADES. food. 

4Jarpenters and Joiners, Ml 45 to 75 Only day 50 to 80 ; Only day $1 to $1.30 ... 60 cents 
Blacksmiths, Bricklayers. labour. 30 to 1.50 labour. to $1.30 

• 

* 

I 

(P. W.) 
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RETURN OF THE 

Settlement. 

Singapore 

i'enang, 

North-East 

Penang, 
South-West. 

Province 
Wellesley 

Bindings 

\ 
'1 - h > ! 

Malacca 

CBOPS. 

Nature of Crop, and Numbei of Acres 

of Land to each Crop. 
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PRODUCE. 

Nature and Quantity. 
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Rubber Planting in Penang and Province Wellesley:—In common with the Federated Malay States great interest 
is being shown in ph nting Rubber, chiefly the Para variety, although Rambong is planted to seme slight extent. 

As rei aids Cetah Taban a tree notoriously slow to mature, and therefore unsuit« d fer private enterprise, the interest shown by 
Government to rtstcclk aitilirally the Forest Reserves some few years ago is not so great now, owing partly to the fact that vast numbers 
of young stedl'rgs have been found in the Forests Reserves of the Peninsula, thus showing that there is no fear of its extermination, 
which some f< w y * ats ago was feared. Nctwithstanding this, however, some 5,oco young tries have been planted in the Forest Reserves, 
which togethtr with about 4,cco trees known to exist in a wild state, makes a total of 9,000 trees for Penang alone. 
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AVERAGE PRICES OF VARIOUS ARTICLES OF USE OR CONSUMPTION. 

Articles, 

Fish, per Kati 

Wheaten Flour, per barrel of 
196 lbs. 

Rice Flour, per oliupak 

Wheat, per Imperial bushel 
(80 lbs.) 

Wheaten Breath per loaf 

Homed Cattle 

Horses 

Ponies 

Sheep 

Goats 

Swine, per 133^ Lbs. 

Milk, per quart 

Butter, Fresh, per lb. 

Do., Salt, do. 

Cheese, do. 

Beef, per lb. 

Mutton, do. 

Pork, per Kati 

Rice, white, per 1331 Lbs. 

Coffee, do. 

Tea, per lb. 

Sugar, white, per Kati 

Salt, per Kati 

Wine, per dozen 

Brandy, do. 

Beer. do. 

SINGAPORE. Penang. Dindi;ngs. * 
Province 

Wellesley. 
Malacca. 

$ C, $ c. $ 1 «. nil c* 

12 to 30 cts. 8 to 35 cts. 12 to 20 cts. 5 to 45 cts. 18 to 30 cts. 

7 00 2.10 to 2.40 $8 to ©9 2.20 to 2.60 
per hag. (per bag of 

196 lbs.) 
(per bag.) 

0 11 • * * ... 15 to 22 cts. 18 to 20 cts. 
(per Kati.f) 

4 00 40 to 45 cts 
0 08 ) 

per Kati. j 
Nil. 

0 60 
per gantang. ? per gautang. 

0 06 0 05 0 05° 5 cents. 3 and 4 cts. 

50 to 100 00 30 to 120 00 50 to 100 00 30 to 100 00 60 to 100 00 

200 to 400 00 200to 500 00 No market. 100to300 00 150 to500 00 

60 to 200 00 50 to 250 00 No market. 50 to 200 00 80 to 250 00 

8 to 15 00 6 to 12 00 ... 4 to 18 00 8 to 15 00 

12 to 25 00 4 to 10 00 10 to 18 00 4 to 15 00 5, to 12 00 

20 per picul. 20 to 25 00 21 to 24 00 19 to 44 00 18 to 20 00 

0 32 30 to 86 cts- « .. 10 to 22 ets. 20 to 25 cts. 

0 85 60 to 80 cts. 85 to 90 cts. 80 e to HP .25 

75 to 80 50 to 60 cts. 1 20 40 to 90 cts. 60 to 80 cts. 

45 to 65 cts. 45 to 60 cts. No market. No market. 65 cts. 

15 to 24 cts. 16 to 20 cts. 50 to 65 cts. 16 to 25 cts. 25 to 30 cts. 

25 to 36 cts. 28 to 32 cts. 75 to 1 00 30 to 50 cts. 50 to 60 cts. 

25 to 32 cts. 24 to 32 cts. 32 cts. 25 to 40 cts. 38 to 40 cts. 

f 6 50 
-< to 
( 9 00 

^ 26 to 32 cts. $ 
C (per gantang.t) 

35 to 56 cts. 
(per gantang.t) 

31 to 50 cts. 
(per gantang.f) 

) 6.00 to 7.00 
) per pikul 

25 to 35 00 28 to 35 cts 30 cts. 32 to 40 cts. 
| 40 to 45 cts. 

(per Kati.f) (per Kati.f) (per Kati. f) 

45 to 90 cts. 50 to 65 cts. 60 to 75 cts. 
(per Kati.f) 

25 to $1.70 cts 75 to 1.25 cts. 

0 09 7 to 10 cts. 10 to 15 cts. 8 to 12 cts. 7 to 10 cts. 

0 02 0 02 0 04 0 2 cts 0 02 

Remarks. 

Tobacco, per lb. (Native) 

Potatoes, per Kati 

(per Kati.f) 
8 00 
to 

16 00 
(plus duty.) 

12 00 
v to 
26 00 

(plus duty.) 
( 2 10 
\ to 
') 3 25 
v, (plus duty.) 
20 to 60 cts. 
(per Kati.f) 
3 to 6 cts. 

(per Kati.f) 
8 00 

to 
20 00 

(plus duty.) 
8 40 
to 

28 00 
(plus duty.) 

2 50 
to 

4 40 

45 to 80 ets. 
(per Kati.f) 

5 to 7 cts. 

('per Kati.f) 

Hennessey. 

Beehive. 
(including duty) 

3 00 
(including' 
duty.) 

96 cts. 
(per Kati. f) 

10 to 12 cts. 

(per Kati.f) 
9 00 
to 

21 60 
(plus duty.) 

9 60 
to 

36 00 

2 00 
to 

3 60 
(plus duty.) 

(per Kati.f) 
8 00 

to 
24 00 

(plus duty.) 
\ 12 75 
‘ to 

15 75 
(plus duty.) 

") 2 25 
( to 
t 4 60 
) (plus duty.) 

30 to 90 cts. j 30 to 50 cts. 

5 to 10 cts. 0 to 8 cts. 

s 

* Prices vary locally according to supply. f Kati=l£lb. av. J Gantang—Gallon; Chupak=Quart. § 32 to 43 per Gantang 
since October. 
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AVERAGE PRICES OF VARIOUS ARTICLES OF USE OR CONSUMPTION.—Continued. 

Articles. Singapore. Penang. Dinuings. 
Province 

Wellesley. 
j Malacca. Remarks 

1 c. $ c. $ c. $ c. $ C. 

Yams, per pikul 2 to 4 cts. 
(per Kati.#) 

2 to 3 00 1 50 2.00 to 6.00 2 to 6 cts. 
(per Kati.*) 

Onions (large) per Kati 7 to 10 cts. 5 to 7 cts. 12 cts. 5 to 10 cts. 7 to 10 cts. 

Geese, each 1 75 to 2 00 1 25 to 1 60 2 to 3 00 1 00 to 2 50 1 50 to 2 50 

Turkeys, ,, 3 00 to 5 00 5 to 10 00 None. 2 to 6 00 None. 

Ducks, ,, 50 to 65 ets. 40 to 70 cts. 75 to 1 00 30 to 80 cts. 50 to 80 cts. 

Fowls, „ 35 to 70 cts. 35 to 70 cts. 

•( 1 00 ) 

60 to 1 00 25 to 80 cts. 80 to $1 00 

Capons. ,, ... ...^ 1 50 to 2 00 
( 1^50 ) 

2.00 to 2.50 
each. 

1 00 to 3 00 1 50 to 2 00 

Pigeons, „ 
* / 

25 to 30 cts. 20 to 30 cts. 25 to 30 cts. 
each. 

15 to 30 cts. 8 to 12 cts. 

Hen’s Eggs, doz. ... ; 30 to 36 cts. 24 to 30 cts. 36 to 42 cts. 24 to 36 cts. j 30 to 36 cts. 

Sago, per kati ... ... J 4 cts. 6 to 8 cts. 5 fo 14 cts. 

■ 
8 cts. 

SCHEDULE OF RATES PAID FOR LABOUR IN THE STRAITS SETTLEMENTS DURING 1911. 

Description. Singapore. 

Per day. 

Penang 
and Province 

Wellesley. 

Per day. 

Malacca. 

Per day. 

Labuan. 

Per day. 

$ c. * $ c. $ c. $ a. $ e. $ c S C. $ * 

Sub-overseers 1 00 to 3 00 1 00 to 3 00 1 00 to 3 00 1 70 to 2 00 

Artificer# 60 „ 2 75 60 „ 1 30 60 „ 1 80 60 „ 1 30 

Mandors 40 ,, 2 00 40 „ 75 40 „ 75 40 „ 50 

Coolies 25 „ 50 25 „ 50f 25 „ 50 85 „ *0 

Watchmen ... 30 „ 45 30 ,, 35 30 „ 35 30 „ 40 

Surveying Coolies ao „ 60 30 „ 50f 30 ,, 50 40 » 50 

Surveying Mandors 40 „ 75 40 „ 75f 40 „ 75 50 „ V6 

Gardeners ... 30 „ 45 30 „ 45 30 „ 45 30 45 

Time-keepers 45 „ 1 00 45 „ 1 00§ 45 ., 1 00 ... 

* Kati—1£ lb. av. f From 30 cents to 60 cents in Pulau Jerejak and Bindings. f From 40 cents to 85 cents in Pulau 
Jerejak and Bindings. § From 45 cents to $]>25 in Pulau Jerejak and Bindings. 

m 
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Bt Jtrict Off ic*,TUbons Tobnl, 

!5l3t X*hranry 1915* 

Sir, 

I tav* tbs Vflwur to nckno*l9ddo your t^ttor 

of 14 tk U*ts*t» 

£# With ro^ird to tie **rlculture of tkiu Dial • 

riot tk* only out ut aid in" f^aturo Is tk® iucronco of rubber 

cultivation In 1911 tbo across was 16,655 no isiUut 

9 , -150 u mi. 
* 

3*, Otbor cropg knv* rwni^ei practically 
• * 

stationary a# r#£*rd tcrsngs though tbo poll knrvout bida 

Triv to bo n record yi3 sortni^ly a t<*o»i$ndaua. advance on 

Taut y®nr»~ 

Director, 

BotMt* QirflriJ, 

Si*>£ipar?. 

t V«ve tH> honour to bo, 

Sic, 

Sour oV’'lia»t a«rv%*t, 

District Officer, 

SL9QS0 •C334W 

■T 
4 

S* Sfr - 



A note on the Agriculture of the &*3i* 

Any set-back wiicli rubber-cultivation nay experience from 

the present reduced price of the product, is not yet apparent-* 

Hw land is still being planted in all the Settlements; and 

where estates have had divided interests,— whether in rubber 

and coconuts, or in rubber and gambler, or in rubber and 
' 

tapioca, there has been a wide-spread tendency to remove the 
V 

second crop'* Sugar too, in the Province Wellesley has had 

interest withdrawn from It in favour of rubber}* 
. ■■ 

The cutting out of coconuts, though generally of young 

trees, has in Penang and in Singapore, extended to mature 

trees in bearing* Nevertheless, at least in Singapore, the 

i . 
coconut crop has been very good 

' 

Finsa^vias, <vide!- ulanted in Singapore as a catch—orep under 
4' /. ■ 

young rubber, and also planted by themselves, have fruited in 
, 4 

; /•( 

abundance, so that t;he price of the fruit at the tinning ce, so that the 

es fell Xo' 
/ 

5C o 

BJrififtt trees in Singapore island have not yielded freely^ and 
7 

, / ' 

there is a growing tendency towards the importation cf the 

4 id - 
necessary -simply from a considerable distance1. She consequent 

/ 
rise in prices seems to promise an increased interest in the 

-pianti ng of . P1 ant ai ns * 
A . \ i v ■ 

p' 1 
The narkot-prico of vegetables in Singapore grows higher 

because Suitable land for their cultivation near the town is 
v 

insufficient, and supplies in pargo • art are drawn from remote 

parts of the island. 
V v V 

/Gambler and indigo cultivation have become insignificant in 

Singapore ■ Island. 

d K©turning to the subject of* rubber, it nay b© said that 

4 j 
the ,estimated fields of the estates closing their year between 

l ; 

Junef and December are being or promise to be fulfilled or ‘StcWc*) 

I ft \ i > 
tuL OUU^KK^rA cUX C co^</v 
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Only in Singapore inland does none uncertainty exist* 

<<* 

-.. 



(G 33) 

Minute paper No. Sheet No. 

AGRICULTURE AND PLANTING. 
Turning to agriculture the principal feature 

of the year has of course been the very 
severe and unexpected fall in the price of 
rubber. The cultivation of rubber does not 
as yet appear to have suffered any serious 
set back. While it is true that few applica¬ 
tions for Crown land are now being received, 
new land already granted is still being plant 
ed in all the Settlements, and where estates 
have had some other form of cultivation to¬ 
gether with rubber, whether it is coconuts, 
gambier or tapioca, the tendency to remove 
the second crop shows few signs of diminu- f 
tion. Sugar also in Province Wellesley has I 
suffered a loss of interest in favour of rubber. 

The estimated yield of rubber estates | 
closing their year between June and Decern- ; 
ber is in almost all cases being fulfilled or j 
exceeded. In Malacca the export which for ! 
1912 totalled 5,648,266 lbs. valued at! 
#10,353,914 amounted in the first six months | 
of 1913 to 4,226,933 lbs. valued at #6,308,827.; 
The first half of the year being the lean half j 
the next six months should show even 
larger figures, the quantity being further 
swelled by more trees arriving at the tapping 
stage. The total export for this year is 
likely to be over 9,000,000 lbs. 

With regard to other products, about 82,000 
piculs of tapioca were exported from Malacca 
in 1912 at an average price of #8 to #8.25. 
For the first six months of the current year 
production and export have been on a smaller 
scale, about 35,000 piculs at a reduced average 
price of #6.70. Ten thousand four hundred 
and forty piculs of gambier valued at #115,740 
left that Settlement between January 1 and 
June 30, 1913. 

The cultivation of coconuts in the Bindings 
continues to attract attention. The large 
estate opened at Bruas is being rapidly 
planted up and another estate of 3,000 acres 
is being opened chiefly in coconuts by a 
Chinese owner. 

The coconut crop has been good at Singa¬ 
pore in spite of the fact that even mature 
trees have in many cases been cut down to 
make way for rubber. 

There are, however, no signs of coconut j 
cultivation being taken up on a large scale in 
Malacca. 

The reports of padi cultivation are, I re 
gret, generally discouraging. In Province 
Wellesley it is reported that even with a fair 
harvest the Malay planters are compelled to 
sell or hand over the greater part of their 
crop to meet the demands of the lessors of 
the padi fields or the claim of the money 
lenders. F J<> / a j 

Government appreciates the advantage of 
persuading the raiat to use their own hand- j 
milled padi instead of buying the polished' 
rice in the market. Efforts are also being 
made to prevent or keep down the scourge 
of rats and other vermin by measures directed 
against the owners of land left uncultivated. 

In Malacca persuasion was last year 
brought to bear upon the raiat to try 
to induce them to cultivate, and 
this year the district officers have again 
received instructions to exert influence in 
the same direction. Last year for the first 
time the dates for clearing and planting were 
fixed by mukim councils and a number of; 
recalcitrants have now been summoned • 
Progress, however, is but slow as the Peng- 
hulus intensely dislike taking summons 
against the men of their kampongs, and it 
seems likely that the remedy must lit hi for¬ 
feiture of land not regularly cultivated. "With 
this end in view an amendment to the Malac¬ 
ca Lands Ordinance is now under consi¬ 
deration. 

Pineapples widely planted in Singapore, 
often asa catch-crop under young rubber, have 
fruited in abundance so that the price of the 
fruit at the tinning factories fell to 50 cents j 
per hundred. 

Fruit trees in Singapore island have not 
yielded freely and there is a growing tenden¬ 
cy towards the importation of the necssary 
supply from a considerable distance. The 
market price of vegetables in Singapore 
grows higher owing to the insufficient area 
of land near the town suitable or available 
for their cultivation. Supplies are in large 
portion drawn from remote parts of the island. [ 

The Lstate Labourers Protection of 
Health Ordinance referred to in my address 
last year has been the subject of protracted 
consideration and it is only recently that an 
amendment which it is hoped will meet the 
views of many has been drafted and placed 
before the Legislative Council. In the mean¬ 
time the medical department has continued 
to press improvements in water supply and 
sanitation for the coolies’ benefit, The ap¬ 
pointment of an officer to visit estates in the 
Negri Sembilan and Malacea was made 
some months ago and has been of much use 
in increasing the supervision of estates em- j 
ploying Tamil labour. * :: > > 
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(fdonial Simtarp (Sfjirt. 

5% n,g,apo be, 

Reeel '/*p ; 

Annual Report on the Straits Settlements. 
. r 

Sir, 

I AM directed to request that you will be good enough to make the 

necessary corrections for the year 19 in the enclosed printed Return 

q£ £ ( f €. ; '/ f t J ' t S i e 

.w.. 

2. The information is required for the Annual Blue Book Report of 

the Colony and it is of great importance that it should be as accurate as 

possible. 

3. I shall be obliged by your sending in the Return before the 

instant, as the Government is anxious to have the Report published at as 

early a date as possible. 

I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

for Colonial Secretary, 

S. S. 

£/ 
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’-' .■ - .■The decli^irar^-^cftail:' th€y:ocGW*' in values of gambier, 

jelutohg, and Borneo rubber. s' 

*S< "*• 
Of exports to the Continent values rose- m tin, illipi nuts, 

phosphates of lime, gambier, sago, rattuhs, pepper, tapioca, 
preserved pines, and India rubber, but fell off chiefly in copra, 

gutta percha, gum copal, and Borneo rubber. 

Exports to the United States advanced in values of tin, Para 

rubber, peppers, and gum ce^al, but fell in values of jelutong, 

gutta percha, rattans, copra, and "gambier. 

Values rose in the case of imports" from Netherlands India, 

India and Burma, Federated Malay States, Indo-China, Japan, 
Non-Federate^ Malay States, Siam, British North Borneo and 
Sarawak, Hongkong and China, and Australia and New Zealand. 

Exports values also rose in the case of the Federated and 
Non-Federated Malay States, Netherlands India, Japan, Siam, 
Borneo and Sarawak, French Indo-China, India and Burma, but 

fell off in the case of Hongkong and China and Australia. 

AGRICULTURAL INDUSTRIES. 

The area under Para rubber increased very considerably in 

Malacca and also to some extent in the island of Singapore: in 
■Malacca it was 80,424 acres in : 1911, and it is now 115,000 
acres. By the side of this increase, there has in Malacca been 

also an increase in land under tapioca amounting to no less than 
52‘3%; for the 10,926 acres of 1911 have become 16,643 acres. 
Formerly the cultivation .of tapioca in Malacca was on the 
decrease, and old tapioca land in 1909 was being put under 
rubber; but the need of a catch crop to young rubber began in 

1911 to cause a recovery of the lost area. 

In spite of the fall in price rubber continued highly remune¬ 
rative both to proprietors and labourers. The wages of the latter 
were high enough in some cases to cause Malays to desert well 
established Kampongs and long cultivated padi fields to take up 

permanent work on Estates. 

In the Northern Settlement tapioca has not materially 

changed and rubber has increased only slightly. Nutmeg and 
clove cultivation has in many allotments been abandoned on 

account of the higher rates for labour and of the fall in the 

prices of these products. 

The extension of pine-apple cultivation in .Singapore island 

continues, the crop being a . catch crop to rubber, and the fruits 
finding a ready sale at the canning factories in Singapore. These 
canning factories also draw pines to some extent from outside 

the Colony. The cultivation of pine-apples has no place in * 

Province Wellesley. . . y ' ; X;- 

♦ 



Coconut plantations have increased slightly in Singapore 
island and in Province Wellesley. Interest in them and in other 
Oil plants, e.g., Elaeis guineensis (the African Oil Palm) and 
ground-nuts, has a tendency to grow. 

In Penang coconuts were a little cheaper than in 1911, 
probably on account of a fall in the demand for copra. In 
Province Wellesley on the other hand the}^ remained at a high 
price, the average price being nearly $41 per 1,000. 

The Manchurian Soya bean, tried in Singapore, proved 
useless for the country, as was to be expected. 

The area under rice in Malacca and in Province Wellesley 
is almost the same as it was in 1911. 

In Penang and Province Wellesley the padi crop was 
generally poor. 

Gambier, combined with pepper, occupied in 1912 a slightly 
larger area in Malacca than in 1911, and holds its own in 
Singapore island. Fruit and vegetable cultivation is not 
extending concomitantly with the extension of European owned 
and managed plantations, and, labour being much in demand, 
seems unlikely to extend. 

LAND GRANTS. 
* 

The area of Crown Land alienated, and the number of 
Statutory Grants issued and the premia paid for the same during 
the last five vears are as follows :— 

J 

Singapore. 

1908. 1909. 1910. 1911. 1912. 

A. R. P. A. R. P. A. R. P. A. R. P. A. R. 

Area granted ... 419 3 12 338 2 14 ‘ 1,542 1 30 4,944 3 02 1, 275 0 

sq. ft. sq. ft. sq. ft. sq. ft. sq. ft. 

183,543 45,514 22,956 206,010 59,242 
Number of Statutory Grants 

issued 144 33 100 127 68 
Premia paid ... ... $6,715.00 $13,202.90 $154,506.77 $148,222.79 $69,821.25 

Penang. 

1908. 1909. 1910. 1911. 1912. 

A. R. P. A. R. P. A. R. P. A. R. P. A. R. P. 

Area granted ... 663 1 08 723 1 05 4.004 1 06 2,764 0 04 2,962 3 38 

sq. ft. sq. ft. sq. ft. sq. ft. sq. ft. 

Number of Statutory Grants 
232,191 7,535 76,423 409,787 9,249 

issued 63 102 129 169 79 

$3,113.85 $4,890.75 $16,275.97 $14,310.19 $18,567.75 Premia paid ... 
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Jbing.aro:r& • The Planting of fresh land in rubber an4 

go co nut 3 continues or. a an all scale. Pineapple planting 

is being dene . se&evrbat extensively n parts of tha inland. 

There in a slight inereas^ of interest in r$?r- @r. an4, 
A ti J» W 

an in Grease (l planning of vegetables • 

She last indigo cultivation in the island is disag- 

poarinp; anl pan’ior cultivation already banished to parts 

difficult of access is markedly decreasing: the cultivation 
f V 

\ 

of 13n®n-HHPlK oil grass is losing interest. 

»i 

An area in the centre of the i s$ and has been planted 

g xp o r i j i 3 nt al 1 g * / i t h © a c ac # an d o ne flu al 1 s ul 11 v a to r h a s 

cor.: .oncod tc grow th« lessor yar— Bioscorea aculeata.* \ \ 
She rubber es tat an in the island- . my ' # cons i i&r0das 

i n a s a t i r> f a c to ry C'-ndi tion: the chief y%t thepi are £M 

/ 4« 

m ra«t«r rf#wly in :<jj* ars 

finally dispensing dth their catch—crops .of 

As a conr,3on«no3 of this there is ;-r<?'aa'»l.r in Xf.U’ a 
t 

v-srj large iir.intiticn in the &u;yly cf pinos, for the 

nevr^y planted lands are not nearly as extensive as the 
. / 

areas frost which’ the pi neap 1 e s are being out. Pinos 
/ I ' n 

were" sc a undant at the height of the season in 1913 that 

tWy fetch d but BC cents per hundred at the tinnin^ 
/ ■ . ^ 

factories for a short tine. At.vi other tines they reached 
-• >.. 

per hundred. 

Ooc0nnt : air.s '>ave yj. 3!de4. be11er in 1S13- than ■! in 
. d 'V 

* I 

and Singapore1 s export of copra and coconut. oil 
;' ’■ after 

has increased after the long decline which eennenced 
■ . h •■'• ' { ■ *. g 

tjii- splendid coconut year 1*IC • Similarly areca pains have 
\ /A \ rN 

yielded better M /’ ' /w 

I'1t ; t ’,1 
1 
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Sago is still produced in so no quantity; • ut the ar.oun 
•w 

of raw Material obtained Id deareasing* 2api<ca Id ' rarely 

j. 
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grown now except for use 

She december c rep of 

that of Hajslmtans but the 

good. 

Goconut ; as ha have b e< 

an increase of the Pain weevil in the centre of the 

island, and a serious outbreak of the noth orachartona 

c ate- xantha Un th e 
y \ 

east of the island.! which SHKKKiSK 

MBM& wi 11 af feet the crop of nuts in 1914 • 

• ;$x 

Penang« Hhc agriculture of Penang shcr/s little change 

Kutmeg#- and Olov^-eultivatic n is apparently Veer •• asi ng: 

and the output of* v the year of the former has been very 

« 

snail* .‘-he coconut and are c a-nut crors have Veen fairlv 
V, 

gccd. Mangesteens vfore produce l freelyt and their lowest 

pr ce ^-as $3.50 per hundred* Durians fruited normally- 
i 

An impression gained in Penang is that there will We 
si.se the 

an increase shortly in the KiQdri&M of Mango st^en crop 

on account of the number of young trees non- coming into 

bearing* there is no \ sign of an .increase in the 

output of plantains, though the demand would seen to be 

considerable: «> A similarly thi^sfe the local supply of 
, - •- i 

\ V r 
vegetables is hardly adequate, there arrears tc he no 

•; / ;w * ■ * x 
h 

increase an. their cultivation* p 
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the rice crop of i*n rwt.p, 

1515“14 is very premising* 
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v n + "£ or 3 ■•a w *£&&% At the end. an, expert BM>Bt was &&4® 

on the Central Factory Oyster., -nail areas ■ e:*.n;: a" lotted 

to cultivators who were to cut the cane an retire*: 

but it failed, by re a sen of th 3 ? 

cultivatero . When ten of t jo rU:‘J13 

i a by no na ar i;; u 11 c onr-o n for their 

wort’ll 3 FMtf but where they Xi'O 

V3£etahlen anonp very young: rubber or coconuts, 
/, * 

result seenn better. £h®re in at present vfj.t.uin th© 
: • 7. ■ , 

Province a not inconsiderable jbteimt of such cultivation, 

the vegetables being beans, the snailer fruits of the 

cucui .'.-■ ,-r order, brinjals, and y ineayples. --'ey ax-i-ear 

to tr* nothing new. hut there is at Bukit Hertajan. 

I. • ; ...... 

an arc; a under the 

prow n by a chinanan 

two 
ip 

year# ol 4 and 

1 rr 
r** »_> 

/■ 
- :ct3V.uii,p at the 

vory prof itahle * the area 

'f *ric©;e 
V 

iti/C3 in XGI5 pa ve a f ear hur^er/t* She ceri.np oro, 

of ,/i 315-14. rGuiner; very woll* 
// / 

. "nsarioca. has been grown , rather extensively in the 

-rcvinoes but the fall in .rice is uost ..prejudicial. 
x / ' _ ' 

GfteH.f it in totter to fee*. the roots whole to * i -i> ‘“'l* 
- ■■ 

to Extract th 3 starch.* 

Vhe fruit trees which exist in the province, are 
A' ' - T— I 
4\ % 

A 

nootly.Vpld trees which ft-merly n^de pochards nourul 
'•I V'A ' '" i 

©.-r.trw ft houses. $N? require replacing'. '•■-he ■ t:‘® 

" '* ' . ,: 7 .... - ,-VvV 

nutnego *\n Bnfcit Ks'rtajan are dying. 

Coconut estates ^ave largely filled to attain the 

estimates. In son© cases this has been due t©; wanV of 

Knowledge < >f the nature and yielding power of the vAs* 

an the ont ;&t@, in otherers to want of attention to th 
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trees < ear>e®ially 'ms thift V>«en the oar.e where there have 

. D38n feint interests in rubber and coconuts, the former 
\ 

a-b-cor$i'K the chief attention ), and. m acne -ases to 

. 
itijlatefl' ere,'SCtations. Share 

•v 

i 
••* 

v 

as a swall outbreak of 

v&r&c!iar-tcna c&toxantha in the latter part of th i year 
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Vj\q >ij ndinrs* The rubber estates in the bandings MMbi 

■ 0f h "'•••o»’taiice six: the oldest has <levelopfei 1 its 
/ ij / ■ " ‘ - t> 

land within 'the boundary * ant has a stead?,1 y increasing 

vield although the first planted trees to not - ow Give 
v j 

> 

the quantity cf late:-: which they used, to do. 
¥. 

The ueu'er estates are just in hearing or nlnos ^ >.n. i-ear i?t£ 

one ioi fshex is interp Ion tel -■ith tapioca, and feeling 

considerably the low price at whi.ch :• t se! is. js nas 

a large area ruipl anted: but . all the ctners are wol.*. f 

forward towards • .aturing thear lands. 

The ? ar^e now coconut estate on the Pruas r wer 

promises ■■■ell 

Again a little rice Jiao «.een r lante^ on th» northarn 

boundary( ICC acres ). 

A feature of the burnt district is the ousting by 

- \ i 
Tamils of other classes of labour; and connected with 

■vv 
•*» 

it is a tendency for experiments to be done with 
) > k 

Tamil crops. Thus it cones ct out that near bwnut Hay 
t* 

be seen snail ; atchos of ground-nuts, of the millet * . I 

called ragi~ Eleusine coracana- and cf Pesanun 

<. ’• 
V I 

Malacca. The area under rubber in Malacca has 
\ 

increased to 117,-TO acres: and it is to be /noted thaw 

10-LG w cent of ' the total is 
* 

newl -■■t 1 anted fan-.. In 

19 IT 10.0 percent of the -'resent total * ass planted and 
f. 
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in 1311 6• 7 • ercent. L'&cush tdie ■price ci ru bar has 
%*■ 

fallen no greatly ( fine plantation Para in London fron 

• te Zt>m > • ) the situation is only unnatisfactery 

in thin that the market nest oriphati $ &1 1 y declares that 

the rubber produced in inferior to fine hard Para. She 

cent of p reduction diminishes as the trees nature* and 

nnny economies hare aen found ronnible* On the notion 

of the !5alacea Planters association wases hare 

een reduced without friction: and thin could not have 

'■eeu -•one unless the supply of labour were adequate* 

Kany estates are unins disc-harrows drawn by draught anl&alo 

aG cheaper than manual labour, and r*ne estate in usin£ 

ctean louphs. 
A 

S;ie -stater, know their i ossibilities; and t:nVv errors 

m estimates of output are merely that the nana^epaant 
\\ 

nil r* n + " ^r 
M*" J-‘ w and intent 

on . the : ;af 9 si da. 

F roa the point 

that 0.1 the 1 and 

/ • 

r v 

rsnungrati^©. A year ago the larger companies held ®‘‘ 
'h 

1C r *( 76 a«N«fS *K>I^ than 53 -er cent of thin in new 
(j w 

in rubber and cranted the viliinsnens there is financial' '■ 
! x *• 
/ \ 

r>uffieien t with rubber at its present price for 
V 

the Maturing of a further AC recent. 

V 

• . 

.V 
Catoh \cropn under rubber -re being abandoned general p. ' 

~ i.", 
z '3 -'.result 13 an anomous diminution in the c-ut^ut ©fc 

&.■ 
■ ;■' ■ 

j 'V’-tc.'On. f--he axe a under this crop has dropped fron * ' 
- / 

io,G4 % acres in VUS to 7,353 acres in A*1.3 

K- - - 

■A1o:-.g -ath the decrease of Papiocn, there han been 
f V 

an *riomousl diminution in rig raising. J.t was andstm ' 
\ * > 

z"n2 cimton lor squatters to roar pips under the Chinese 
1 « ** u y 



own a d coconut palms fattening then on the amp as or refuse 

of tapioca manufacture. ?he pips no raised met the -fade 

demand of Malacca and ^era sent to the Federared Malay 

Staten in larye ruirfoorn * hew hrA/ever the export had almost 

ceased and nto fatten the supply for local, demand an 

import of the amp as is required* 

pork tfitft the decrease of pig-re&rinp ut'e --rice cf 1 

ha; 
nearly 

risen KMKMMM 4C -or cent;. 

filer cultivation is sliyhtly on the decrease. It 

has- been cut out of a few rubber estates where it wa; 

a catch crop , but it remains in many more by reason 

cf the s$ron p penchant vrhi ch the Chinese who own these 

estates h a v 3 for catch ■;rc-ps. 

She reduction of sugar f roFi the Katony • aln - Arenpa 

s ccharifera- true gal a Mai aka** decreases: ■ ■houph the . air 
'{ 

is" as extensive!v crown as fornerlv* 
. 

Coconut and Areca palms yrcwn with it on no,!ay 

V homestead lands appear to have yielded rather less than 

an average crop in l s 13. !he coconut proves are \i rty 
* 

•vnd ill kept: hut the snail crop -as probably doe to 

climatic causes* 

iho production f pin;p,r has been, below the 

average. The pepper !ocaliy\ '-reduce1: only rivets local demand 
•i 

Fruit was yielded in abundance in i?U3. 
f ' / ' i 

fns Malays of K-O.accpi have tried no now crops* 

l?he rice harvest of was a bad one: the 
o 

; 
weather in ms had •■keen n>Vf avcuable to the growing -rop; 

•* it i / 

k ■ . - In 
was«a '.Tore M*h -r.fi ».!is ogitiratorci <».rawn off ?.n tarrsrs 

cn the rubber estates, and ' there 'ras none vrant of plough 

. ■ / \ 

animals as a result of tl ie binder-est visitation of 

and clear ins; of hillsides / a about # the sources of th« 



streans had caused then tc cUsoharye their rain w&ter 

in freshets < 'hi eh floe ', the ■ ordering fields. 1 e coring 

crcP of 1*13-14 i,i full of r> roni se on the we!3 drained 

lands, hut very ’men/on an a vdiele, for the 'Ian aye done 

b.; the i re me in * a tents, ifho : '.re a of the cron in 
•* 

rather reduce* in. spite of the **o«sh min&l 4i.mcu3.ty 

hav.lns • een renevod by UheraX uclva nces j’ro.i Oorarnr-int, 

an<’ in "rite of the more hc-ma?. XaVonr cowtttion.% and 

/ in spit® of effieihh preosnre ha.wj.ry; " ear sx ircioed to 
• J 

A;' 
y r 

s 4 

■ 

! 
eh3ure the . 7. an ting of the '.an.’. It in the intention 

»1 ■ „> 

of ^vernnsnt next to do so'oth?ny towards remedying the 

£hunye * ''ouyht out in the nature of the stroans by 

reason of .extending cultivation. Locusts lid a little 

.\m to growing ritce to coconuts "a!: ^■ * 

kut otherwise the s’varns of •vbiich there are several 

o'o.ni.er’inn about the h.i‘1 si-las near' Hanpin and crossing 

an.d re cross my the bunyie Linyyi between Port Dickson and 
/ * 

Karaeva nave hardly -s yet affected the ■ ros*1 oritr of 

the country. 
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The number of Imnkruptcies was not great, nor the amount 
involved large, but at the close of the year the Chinese market 
generally was in a more than uneasy Condition. 

AGRICULTURE. 

One of the most notable events of the year was the collapse 
of the price of rubber, which fell from 4s. 3d. loi tine plantation 
para in London to 2 s. 3d. With the enormous increase in the 
production of this commodity throughout the world it was impos¬ 
sible for a high price to be maintained, but the suddenness of the 
fall and its arrival so much earlier than had been anticipated, 
may be attributed to certain causes subsidiary to that of over¬ 
production. Of these the first in time was the stagnation of certain 
trades in Germany, Austria and neighbouring countries consequent 
on the Italy-Turkish War and the wars in the Balkans, but the 
most important was the uncertainty with regard to the American 
tariffs, on account of which American importers, hitherto by far 
the largest buyers, have been unable to purchase largely in 
advance. The combined effect was the oversupply of the 
British and Continental markets. With the reduction of the 
American tariffs a largely increased consumption by America 
may again be expected but the continual increase of production 
precludes the hope of any large recovery in price ; in fact it is 
probable that the price is now practically established. A revival 
must in any case be preceded by an improvement in the general 
financial situation throughout the world. With the fall in price 
came the necessity fora reduction in estate expendituie. 1 he 
cost of production naturally diminishes as the trees mature, but 
many economies have in addition been found possible. In 
Malacca on the motion of the Malacca Planters Association 
wages were reduced without friction, thus satisfactorily proving 
that the supply of labour is adequate. Many estates aie using 
disc-harrows drawn by draught animals as cheaper than manual 
labour, and one estate is using steam ploughs. 

Though the inflated dividends of previous years are gone for 
ever, reasonable profits can be expected, and the only really 
unsatisfactory feature of the situation is that the market still 
considers average plantation rubber to be inferior to fine hard 
Para. Certain known marks, however, have been sold at the 
same price as Para, and if standardization can be effected it is to 
be hoped that producers of other marks, at present less known, 
will share in the enhanced price that recognized quality can 

command. 

The planting of fresh land in rubber continues in every 
Settlement of the Colony, and shows that the planters still retain 
their confidence. The area under rubber cultivation in Malacca 

is 117,200 acres. 
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Catch crops under rubber are being abandoned generally. 
The result is an enormous diminution in the output of tapioca. 

The area under this crop has dropped from 16,643 acres in 1912 
to 7,353 acres in 1913. 

Along with the decrease of tapioca, there has been a corre¬ 
spondingly large diminution in pig raising. It was, and still is, 

the custom for squatters to rear pigs under the Chinese-owned 
coconut palms fattening them on the ampas or refuse of 
tapioca manufacture. In past years the pigs so raised met the 
whole demand of Malacca and were sent to the Federated Malay 
States in large numbers. Now, however, the export has almost 
ceased; and to fatten the supply for local demand an import of 
the refuse is required. 

The rice harvest was fair in Province Wellesley, and bad in 
Penang and Malacca. In Malacca, not only was the season 
unfavourable to the growing crops, but there was a smaller area 
than usual under cultivation owing to the attractions offered by 
fairly high pay and moderately easy work upon the rubber 
estates. 

Coconut estates in Singapore have largely failed to attain 
their estimates. In some cases this has been due to inflated 

expectations and a want of knowledge of the nature and yielding 
power of the trees on the estate, and in others to want of 
attention to the trees. This has especially been the case where 
there have been joint interests in rubber and coconuts. 

* 

Some large estates in the Bindings are, however, said to be 
doing well. 

Coconut pests were troublesome in Singapore. There was an 
increase of the Palm weevil in the centre of the island, and a serious 

outbreak of the moth Brachartona catoxantha in the east of the 
island, which will affect the crop of nuts in 1914. 

The cultivation of gambler is rapidly decreasing, and indigo 
cultivation has practically disappeared. 

The plague of locusts which has been afflicting the 
Federated Malay States appeared in Malacca during the year. 
Its presence is as yet confined to the vicinity of the Negri 
Sembilan boundary. 

* 
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STRAITS SETTLEMENTS, 1917. 

AGRICULTURE. 

13 

The agriculture of the Straits Settlements continues to 

expand, but the conditions are very artificial in consequence of 

high freights and unusual demands. 

Labour has been in deficit: and higher wages resulted from 
this and from the increased cost of all imports, burtnei as it 
has been necessary that the management of the British-owned 
estates should spare a part of their supervising staffs for tue 

war, it has been difficult to attain estimates in some cases. 

The premier crop, rubber, has paid very well; and the 

market has been without the large speculative element which was 
present in 1916. Local selling has greatly increased, and with 
profit to the Colony, because freight to Europe for re-export to 
America can thereby be avoided, and for the reason that the 
manipulation of the market becomes harder for dealers when 

selling can be done in many places. 

But the profits from rubber production have decreased, 

because while prices fell throughout the year, expenses rose, 
both in increased wages and from the high cost of tools, 
machinery and chemicals. However, many estates are achieving 
production at what may be regarded as the minimum current 
rate: and the-market price has been about twice this or higher. 

On the other hand coconut produce paid meagrely at the 

beginning of the year, prices declining further as the year passed; 
in consequence of which the already established tendency to remove 
the palms for rubber took further hold, and while leading to but 
little destruction of trees in bearing in Malacca, led to moie m 
Singapore and to much in Penang or Province Wellesley, until 
an Enactment was called for to restrain it. ■ The crop of nuts 

was good in the early part of the year, and fair genonalh. I be 
difficulty of selling the copra to Europe appears to have favoured 
crushing for oil in Penang; for exports thence continue to 
increase. That this should occur is good, for it is of advantage 

to retain the cake in the country. 

The tapioca market was speculative; but prices were 
generally good. A slight increase of the crop in Province Wel¬ 
lesley has taken place, but nevertheless the total production is 

small, as the cultivation has moved northwards. 

Pig and poultry raising, which arc partly subsidiary occupa¬ 

tions of the tapioca industry, and partly of vegetable-growing, 
tend more and more to desert the Colony. So much has this 
been so in Malacca that there is now an import of twelve 

thousand pigs in the year, whereas there wras an export of as 
many in 1910: and Malacca has now but a very small export 

of poultry. Penang, whigh had a very large export of poultry, 

t * 
w _ 
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has now a larger import than export: and its export of pigs is 
not half of what it was three years ago. Singapore has long had 
a larger import than export of both ; though the by-products of its 
industries would seem to promise plentiful pig or poultry food. 

Freights having driven up the cost of imported foodstuffs, 
those which can be produced in the Colony have fetched better 
prices in the markets, and the growing of them has received 
a stimulus. Rice has been more extensively sown than in any 
recent year, and the crop promises well. Vegetables have been 
grown in increased quantity in most places: ginger particularly 

in Malacca. 

The fruit crop of 1917 was a very poor one, partly as a result 
of the bountiful crop of 1916, in consequence of the trees 
demanding a rest, but mostly because of the unseasonable weather 
when the trees flowered. For the same reason cloves bore badly in 
Penang, and the rice crop of 1916-17 was spoiled. 

There is no tendency in Penang to neglect the pure clove 

plantations; but the mixed clove-nutmeg-areca palm gardens are 
suffering much from want of attention. It appears that this has 
been caused, like the decrease in the local fisheries and in some 

other occupations of men of small means, by the attractiveness 
of rubber-planting. It is certainly responsible for the fact that 

Mij luugci cApuijnore nutmegs than it imports, and 

from being a producing centre has become rather an entrepot 
for the Sumatra trade. It seems also to be responsible for the 

reduction in the exports of areca-nuts from Penang. 

Similarly village fruit-growing would seem be be declining 

in Malacca and also the export of areca-nuts. 

Gambier just persists in the Colony. As a catch crop for 
rubber it has virtually ceased to exist. Pineapple cultivation in 

Singapore is also less in use as a catch crop than formerly: but 
the industry of canning the fruit is suffering eclipse on account of 

the impossibility of obtaining tin-plate. 

Owing to the good returns rubber has been cultivated on a 
more scientific basis. Thinning has- been very extensively done, 
and tapping placed on to a more conservative basis: but there are 
an enormous number of small holdings, the owners of which cannot 

or will not wait for their profits, and some anxiety is caused by 
these plots of weakened trees. Fortunately rubber in the 
Settlements is very free from disease : one small outbreak occurred 
in Malacca, and the advice of the Department of Agriculture of 
the Federated Malay States was sought. It is noticeable that 
more attention is being given to the advantages of manuring. 

Coconuts are not receiving much attention, but are generally 

healthy, save for insect pests, of which a new one, unrecorded, 
but perhaps not altogether unknown, a beetle,—has done some 

damage near Malacca town. The moth Brachartona has been 

prevalent in Singapore island, 
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AGRICULTURE. 2 
Its is just a year since the great fall in the 

price of rubber ended. From that time until 
the outbreak of war in August the rubber- 

! planting industry has had a period of market 
that can only be described as satisfactory to 
the fully financed estates : but for those in¬ 
completely developed estates which during 
the fall by choice or force of circumstances 
used income as capital, the year has been a 
difficult one, resulting in a general arrest of 
further planting and, in Malacca, in the 
surrender to Government of lands lying un¬ 
planted. The surrender has not, however, 
been wider than was expected: and the ces¬ 
sation of planting rubber seems generally 
desirable at the present in view of the inevit¬ 
able over-production. 

The amount of rubber exported from 
Malacca in 1918 totalled 9,881,200 lbs.; the 
value was $10,$25,988, little moro than that 
of the 5,648,266 lbs. exported in 1912. 

Consequent on the fall in price great and 
successful efforts have been made by tbe 
planting community of Malaya to bring down 
their costs, and in this they have been prepar¬ 
ing for the increasing struggle against other 
rubbers on the world’s markets. In respect 
of this struggle the position of the Malayan 
industry appeared satisfactory when the 
outbreak of war in Europe suddenly stopped 
sales: the calamity now gives some advan¬ 
tage to the countries competing by means of 
wild rubbers, for they have no cost of culti¬ 
vation and their assets are conserved while 
the markets are stagnant. It is extremely 
difficult to estimate in advance the effect of 
the war: for though access remains to the 
American and English markets which buy 70 
per cent, of the world’s produce, the selling 
power of the manufacturers in the present 
crisis is not ascertainable. 

There has been very little increase in the 
cultivated area of Singapore, but most of the 
land under cultivation has been kept in ex¬ 
cellent order. Large areas under rubber are 
no w beginning to approach the tapping stage 
and the low price has served as a check on 
the tapping of immature trees. 

The coconut industry has had a prosperous 
year : prices have been high and the crop of 
nuts good, so that the quantity of copra and 
coconut oil exported has been relatively large 
and the return in money still larger. But the 
outbreak of war severely affects the north¬ 
ern Settlement, whence 80 per cent, of the 
exports used to go to ports now closed to 
trade, and much of the rest to ports, 
such as Marseilles, whose mills are idle. 
As coconut forms an ingredient in foodstuffs 
an early recovery at least in part is probable: 
but it appears that England has been ^°Jiy 
largely dependent on tbe Hamburg refineries 
for pure oil, thereafter made into butter 
substitutes at home, so that she is not fully 
equipped to take up the whole trade.' . , . 

* — '1 mm C- WF 

Large areas of land continue to be taueu 
up in the Dindings for the cultivation of 
coconuts, and some additions to existing 
plantations were made in Singapore. In Ma¬ 
lacca also more attention was paid to this form 
of cultivation and copra to tbe amount of over 
57,000 piculs, of a value of about $610,000 
was exported in 1918. 

The market for tapioca throughout the year 
has been bad and its cultivation has been 
much reduced, particularly in Malacca. As 
a catchcrop under young rubber it is no 
longer needed in many estates. Province 
Wellesley was more adversely affected by the 
low prices than Malacca. 

The rice harvest of 1913-14 was every¬ 
where good except in a very small area of 
Malacca which suffered from the past neglect 
of the sawahs, dating from the rubber boom, 
and tbe change in the nature of streams 
owing to the clearing of hills. The prospects 
of the crop of 19L4-15 are not yet assured. 
Rain did not fall when the land should have1 
been ploughed, and the coincidence of the 
Mohammedan fast much delayed ploughing. 
In Malacca the extent of rice fields cultivated 
will be greater this year partly owing to the 
influence of the District Officers and 
Penghulus and partly owing to the fact that 
the reduction in the wages for tapping rubber 
trees has caused a number of Malays to 
return to the cultivation of their padi fields 
and kampongs. 

The fruit crop has everywhere been 
excellent. The growing of vegetables in 
catch-crops on the southern estates of 
Province Wellesley appears to be a success. 
There seems to be a slight extension of fruit 
and vegetable growing about Singapore, 

The pine apple industry in Singapore is in 
a satisfactory condition, and much new land 
has been planted to make up for the removal 
of the crop from the large rubber estates: 
there is however little suitable land now 
available. The crop) b'as been satisfactory. 

There was one serious outbreak of plant- 
disease, namely, that of the coconut moth, 
bruckartona catoxantha, at Serangoon in the 
last two months of 1913 and the first of 1914. 
The pest was arrested and destroyed by a 
parasitic fungus. 

Coconut beetles were rather numerous at 
one time in Singapore island, but have been 
got under. Migratory locusts have caused 
uneasiness in Malacca, but as a matter of 
fact have done extremely little injury; they 
are however on the increase in the Negri- 
Sembilan-Malacca region.- and as their 
capacity for destruction is known from ex¬ 
perience elsewhere, it would not be right to 
ignore the possibility of danger from them. 
A special officer is now in charge of locust- 
destruction in Malacca. 
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Agriculture. 

During 1914 the prices of the chief 
Malayan agricultural exports which are 
shipped west, fell in the world's markets, 
Hubber, for instance, after repeating the 
seasonal rise cf three out of the last four 
years, fell again before war broke out to 
the point from which it had risen ; near 
to which it has since been main¬ 
tained by the decrease of its import into 
London, and elsewhere. The actual im¬ 
parts into London during 1914 amounted 
to less than those of 1913, and 
the total world’s production appears 
also to have been slightly less; for 
though the production of plantation 
rubber has increased enormously, the de¬ 
crease in output from wild sources has 
been even greater. Coconut products fell 
gradually towards the outbreak of war, 
lost their market when the crisis came, 
and then after a month began to find it 
again, the prices varying closely with the 
freedom of the sea. After the destruction 
of the German cruiser “ Emden ” they 
began to rise in a promising way. Sago 
and tapioca, low when the year began, 
went lower like the coconut products, but 
are now obtaining somewhat better prices. 
Putch leaves lost their market entirely 
when war was declared. On the other 
hand gambier, which chiefly goes east, is 
a little more profitable than it was. 

The amount of rubber produced in the 
Malay Peninsula shows a great increase, 
in which the Settlements have taken a 
more or less even part. An area of 

, moderate extent has been newly planted 
in Singapore island, and a small one in the 
territory of Malacca. In the first named 
the rubber growing on the new lands 
seems to be entirely a subsidiary product 

; by the terms under which the land 
| has been let for the growing of pineapples, 
; a permanent crop has to be planted and 
! rubber seams to the occupiers to be best 
for such a purpose. In the territory 
of Malacca, the surrender to Government 
of laud* taken up speculatively or un¬ 
wisely by rubber companies in the boom, 
has been rather more than was antici¬ 
pated, and many estates are finding it 
necessary to use revenue for completing 
development; but the revenue promises 
generally to suffice. Great economies have 
been found possible; the cost of produc¬ 
tion has been reduced wonderfully; and 
there are companies producing and mar- 

j keting at below one shilling per lb. 
In the older and Chinese-planted 

estates of Malacca tdinning is being car¬ 
ried out extensively. Ploughing is also 
being resorted to more and more. Not a 
few factories are acting as centrals 
for small neighbouring estates—a proced¬ 
ure which goes some way towards reduc- 1 
ing the variability of the quality of the 
product. The rubber plantations are very 
free from disease. 

There is now extremely little tapioca 
associated anywhere with rubber, and the 
European estates Province Wellesley 
which formerly made tapioca have ceased 
to do so. A little Chinese tapioca-manu¬ 
facture continues in Malacca. 

Coconuts in most places have had a 
productive year. New land is being 
planted with them to a small extent 
in province Wellesley and in Singa-1 
pore. The older estates in Province 1 
Wellesley, in some cases planted un-) 
satisfactorily, have received a consider- ! 
able amount of attention, and the trees 
are said to have responded to manure and 
cultivation given in 1913. 

Pineapples occupy a slightly reduced 
area in Singapore island in consequence of 
their removal from under rubber on the 

r l; h 

larger rubber estates. But this has 
caused new lands to be planted with 
them, The price of pineapples in Singa¬ 
pore town fell at the commmencement 
of the war to fifty cents per hundred 
(which was also its minimum during the 
excessively large crop of 1913) in conse¬ 
quence of the cessation of work at the 
canneries. However, the work was soon 
resumed. It seems that fifty cents per 
hundred is the minimum price at which 
picking and carting can be done, the cost 
of cultivation then being lost. 

The success of pineapple-planting in 
Singapore seems to have stimulated a 
small increase in the crop on Chinese 
owned land in Malacca and Province 
Wellesley, but without canneries the mar¬ 
ket there is very limited. 

Gambier is being removed from under 
rubber in Malacca only very slowly. In 
Singapore island its cultivation persists in 
three mukims ; and so long as the market 
maintains its present prices and labour is 
abundant, the crop i3 unlikely to dis¬ 
appear. 

Vegetable growing is extending, especial¬ 
ly in Singapore island, in consequence 
ol the freeing of labour from estates. 
The last season has been favourable to 
vegetables ; and prices on the Singapore 
markets have been much lower than they 
were. Chillies are among the special 
products cf 1914, The Chinese who plant 
vegetables are in Singapore also planting 
a little indigo. 

There is a slight further increase in 
Singapore of plantain cultivation. Small 
crops of tuba are by no meaus uncommon 
in the east of the island. 

Throughout the Settlements the crop of 
mangosteens and other fruits has been 
very good, 

The rich crop of 1913-14 was in places 
excellent: that of 1914-15 unfortunately 
started badly, for rain did not fall when 
required. 

The locust pest in Malacca has done 
very little damage. The locust is destruc¬ 
tive elsewhere under certain conditions; 
but is not so as yet in the Penin¬ 
sula. Its favourite foods are certain pas¬ 
ture grasses, maize, etc., which do not play 
a large part in local agriculture; but it has 
attacked rice, sugar cane, coconuts and 
some other economic plants in a small 
degree. Measures are being taken against 
it in the hope of preventing it becoming 
really destructive. These measures are 
being carried out on the same lines as those 
undertaken in the Federated Malay States, 
and are taken in consultation with the 
Agricultural Department of the States. 
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ASKCUP't’UMt IN SHB SKTTIJJMKHC.'V. 
« .. 

tf.ttMns!i tnto Mh4ttiicM t&n>*et b* •tt*r*li* 

then unstable, Agriculture Jits not recoire* any 
* 

&n; s^rlotis Mew frwi t?i# Vir|i XnsttiA th«r# is i 
* * 

3.an* Won in Malaoea, nan who are getting rewenAe 

from laci—plantc* nkbor an snail hoi *1 tigs putting 
t * * 

it into nose lan*; while at the sana tine tha 
/ieux nA** 

Batatas MS asking for nora labour than tham is 

available* Pasts have aawhere been serious! an* itn*ar 
‘ • i * - * ,i 

a special Cffiear tha increase af locusts in 
> ^ 

Malacca appears to haws been chock©*. 

In Singapore islan* tha production af narkat- 

garden crops has NNMH nora nearly 

snfMciaai for tha *anan* than at any *ats sinaa 
/* / * 

tha sudden growth of planting took tha snail nan 

off their plots; so that tha priaa af all 

vegetables an* sons fruits has dropped considerably^ 

Whan tha war breko cut tha anxiety oB tha 
2t 

rubbe.—producing eenpanles was considerable!, pretapt 

sailing for nest of than waa necessary far supplying 

working capital;- an* it was far fren clear 
■S , 

that they uculd ha able to sellw tnder tha clrewastancee 

nany) aapaaially these with he!*inss is Malacca, hetge* 
ctAAjb 

hy resorting to half—tino tapping. Sens haws sins# 

F 3^ / c ii 

in several instansas a*nltta* to a shortage af output 

as a consequence*. But happily it took only a 
- , .4 

fortnight far aieertaining that to out *awn work was 

not necessarys skilful hsn*ling of the financial 

situation in London, local assurance of aonatary help, 

an* the probability af fraa*on of tha aaaa ast 

tapping going again** Meanwhile dow clearances at tha 



4ockn, an4 a greater interruption of the Shipping 

Between BraaAX m*1 the conntu-dng countries than to 

the Bant, kept stockh fron aeosHHletinf witU the 

enornon* w*r-4enon4 for ruBBor was neveele4fc the 
*■ 

fcot«4on weekly . auctions were stopre4} Brokers suBnittei 
f 

i 

tc a re-ihweicing of their fon»ar4 contracts; an4 

the narket kept a mo? hea4fc 

Experts know that war won?.4 Bring * 4anan4 

for rwBBeri But thej*l ssBsnt taw aa a surfriao» 

Xroieiletely it was reoogni»e4 tho tra4o Itself 
't 

point#* out, tha n**#&nlty of rroroutlttt 
Hjl /frv«4. 

fro» rootlilhc tho #n#ry* an* •©▼•mnant lafmo* tho 

nooofmary f rohifcitiona* fho 4ooI aration of rttVHor aa 

«ontrt1>tn4| tho llnltatlon of porta to which it 

niff Bo sent, tho concentration of tho tra4o of 

Antwerp. on Lon4cn fcllewe4 / without greatly influencing 

tho (MR market prieoa - n^/las^nuch aa tho Bn4en*e 

4opro4ationn^ v the lowest prioo at which "Blantcticn" 

has stoo4 since tho war Broke out was just after 

the 'tows of tho sinking of tho 'troilue* has roachoi 
Quwflit IVctA.- Oi yfL. tf> 

\ 
CUd 

of' tho tho JbtrepoS with tho 

market Bogan to rise an4 has newer falien to 
StiACJt. 

last year's prices sfrneew 

Shore can Bo no 4cnBt now that the 4enan4 for 

mBber is assuro4 until peace is in sight, an4 

again after peace has Boon 4eolare4 antil the 

warring nations hawe aa4e goo4 tho greater part of 

tic OTtcmous wantage 

are assur#4 for sene 

Synthetic rsBBor 

in progress), An4 than prices 
♦ 

tine to oonefe 

is no nere in sight than it 



was; an* raoJ.aiwJ.nt though increasing, loan not 

ciwe back the actual riwal of first aJ.ans raw rubber. 

•no craat chant* has con* about though th* war 

in th* nethol of selling, nanely th* ahanlenuent 

•f th* lamisa weakly aaetlensa It la prebablfc that 

will start a^aln# U«i5. motUtii Howwv#r 

ire on th* increanCJ not only is th* amunt of 

rubber changing hauls at the** of Singapore 

Creator year by )5year, bat th* Penang an*tlon* ar* 

increasing anl fatawla auctions haw* Just 

oemtencelw these chant** ar* in fawour of th* seller. 

f £> I >8 

In last year an anexpeetel thin* hsppenel*- 
fl j. Just 

th* worll*s of raw rubber fell/ below that 

•f Mis. Shi* was brought about by a <*«r*as* in 
♦ 

* 

sun^l** of will rubber fron Brasil or Afri*a 
* 

vktftf* alnont natch*! th* increase in Plantatlent 
* 

Prophets haw* sail that th* son* nay ra*ar la 
* 

1*1*0 but rresent indentions ar* *f an increase . 
* «- ' 

for not only is the output of Malaya anomoHsly 

larger than in 1*11, but Brasil put larger quantities 
« * 

onto th* n*rk*t ow*r th* first part of Mils year 

than ia 1*11, chiefly sending then to th* initel 

"States, anl pnmlnes th* MMMRi crop of th* coni ns 
; * • - 

* - ► i . ■* 
season early so that auch will com* in b«for* th* 

’ • *• 

Hear Year. 

Sh* crop of Ooeoutits, so excellent in 1*14, 
c 

was wery toor ow*r th* first quarter of 1*1* 
' 

in th* northern part of the Peninsula, but he* 

been eatisfaetery sineew In the south of the 

Peninsula it has been satisfactory throughout* 
* 

the trade waa wery rale shaken on the outbreak 

I 



•f «ir% far »*>ifortmhttiely about of the $ xport* 
* 

•f Benane ' :3r<* taken by Ranburs a»4 HRM 'j4*tft4 ItyUiMM 

ether entity pettc; se that the business abruptly 

atorp*4: nanufactur* af s©rra aaaaa4; an4 tin* iraa 
v 

necessary for the nerehante to nake now a4justnentsi» 

Meanwhile tha narket price which ha4 been loo, 

recover#4 a llttiet than it fall until tha "Msder." 
If 

wan destroyed, to rise again steadily until lr. 
a 

Marsh of thin year tha excellent level of |anuary 

m*, was ■wtortrtik . iron that position it hea fa?.Ian 

again appnmtly an a raauit of oonpetiiion with 

African oil nuts, ateh,h*A k (a*t Uec^> , 

Hfa !*e tha war tamany ttsa4 to export to 

x** »u«h a* M,IM tons of expressed account- 
•» 

ollW teusOBUOntly Britain In prepared to taka aorta thins 

approaching thin larsa aneunt without building nllla 

for which th«ra In at present lnnufflalaut labour), 
_ . a. . irtl.ii 
the ** condition ^ nakos It profitable to oxtract ell 

hero* and It 1* o^ tnportanao that Bennng hat 
1 

slraady by tuna BVth. last oxporto4 not land than 
r‘ 

?*»,#•• plkula asalunt an annual awarasa af SR.MBw 
• " ? ' ■ - * m 

hc*$X tx+araotiftc ia ilatjlnstty idfant^d«u« to tJt# 
* 

^anlu-Tila an it fraan tha aaka for une on tha spot* 

fh* prleen af tapioca fluctuated awar tha flrat 

nonth.i of the war In the him way as theca of 

•eaonnt products, but within nerra- linltna thay 

reached a satisfactory naxiivin In April but hare fallen 
■ « 

asaln, althoush not to tha low loaaln of lilt* 
^ ,L ^ $ 

K f ra.ili vita of Cipi«9i etiH^ntlon stini likely 

to spread orar Malacca* 

the last r&ca crap was good in moot place*; 



• * 

®h» now orup has been f a vou rod by s*e*l weather at 
start 

MSI5WW*, and nore of It has been translanted 

in good tin* than in l§i4k 

♦falaeaa noderal* to jooi, in Singapore poor tc 

fairly good, «oapt Plantains which have yielded 

Sho worst local croi' mm. the gangosteen 

3**op; but that was because tho Tory big yi -elds 

of 1*14 eoapellod tho tree* tc rout* 

fh» pin* arpl* industry of Singapore obtains 
r 

•11 tho naterlal it noedn in apite of tho cutting 

out cf tho crop fron tho largo rubber onto ton: but 

tho price to tho grower* has boon little renuj-erativeb 

•he cultivation of tuba root is lneroaoingb 

* 

•anbior growers have enjited particularly good 

priooa inconsequence of a war denand. and tho 
I 

Interruption of supplies of rival Rato rials such as 

valoni* and quebracho, tho first of '♦hioh oones 

chiefly fron tnrklsh possessions, and tho seoond fron 

South daerlea to which , as said above tho stoa nor 

trade has suffered considerably, So long as such 
d 

prison aro aaintainod tho renoval *f it fm tho 

rocictod parts of Singapc-0 island and tho territory 

of rfc>.lacoa in inprobable* 

f $3j36 



i 

.-■r 
AGRJ GUI.TUaAJ. I KDnOOT.RSi. 

}! A 

$ho of ?rar in August, 10' 4, carva 

*rh#n the prices of a?,?. Malayan agricultural experts 
f » 

J»a4 buow fr.3J.ftnc f»r a J.onc tin®; r.n4 its SftPMF 
*n 

effect *ras to send ther% lo^eri but rith skillful 

handling of the financial situation in bonbon* local 
(i frymL ulsiso ( 

assurance of no notary help, and the renewal of 

ene^y vessels from Kastern traters, an upward nerenent 

started (Ho?mbora 10.14) which wan still an 
^u-/* * 

progress the year 1015 connenced^ ,^£h? s upward 

ncttoneut ceased to be general In Marchlong 
-HI 

before that no nth the pi anting interests cf the 

Hal ay peninsula had found their f oars cf a want of 

nnrket rer \c- ,jre d , although the conditions of trade * re re 

very couplex* When the fear was on then, there had 

been a very brief interruption of tapping on sone 

rubber estates! and copra asking had been stepped 
« » 

UJSf* csnsrallyfc 

In KareJi, Iflin, f.^j. rat®s w»r® cr®at? y 

a4y»h<?®*, osrooiftW.y acninst t’i® bn?.fci«r art#.®?.®*: by 

tw stops these for the carriage to JSwrppe of 

th at for coconuts ^ 

!• we re 

b v 7o< 

/■ J j?hoso 
(j *^K*n <•-. 

blocked certain outlets' t«2swn$* ttar^reutriefions had 

left open; their nest serious effect being ^erhar* 

in the natter of copra, the price of which fron 
■ g-la£ Am ■• t- x^t 

this cause sor\hJrned ■ rsit.h conpetition other sources 
* 

c? rfj. in c. np.rKst "horo t1!® orurfblnc ft©nanft rrna 

f»/3l 
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rjaeh restricted. Ehe yrico of tar io c a followed suiti* 
) 

But in the last quarter cf the year a second 

Conor a?, rim '*&&.. Jkto* carry!nc rubber far beyond 

expectation, and r.akinc the y refit on coy'•a and 
i*, 

•/ \ 

tayioca acain coed. 

™ith Money thus coninc ?.n, t hi ere has boon a 
■i' .- 

on a?.?, land-beer, in KnlnccaK* and in rsincaycre 
t ■ t 

inland an anxiety to -yet ro*r?e*?iion of and to 

^x 

f i v\ 

cultivate 'rhato^er in still available*’. Further the 

sain has cone into nakins ylantations cleaher 
f \ 

than they vrere: it in ' ict intended to at ate by 
• * « i v '-N 

« • t • I 
* { 

this that they were cenorally fonl^ Hi it that they 
Guu-jJ V^xa/»^«JL 

are cleaner a till than they were*. £ I Malacca estates'' 
«Suc£ M. A. < * Z.«At ruA i 5 

which used Machinery —eO*aa_ui-t*; ha^o found that 
* it 

• ;/U 

they rnn afford the no re costly r.annal di;;cinc> -he 

Croat eat z&iti ha n cono fron the yr5.se of rubber; 
«• 

for vrhioh the ^ettlenouts are endebted to two 
I t 'i 

circunstansou ** the war-demand and the yresyarity cf 
• > ’■ i 

the h ni tod states of Anerioa, r< 

f,\ 

always lw a crest buyer of the scraio dityv And 

' \ 
I •! 

/ C 

./ 

7 7 t 
increased enormous 

at risinc yrises, 

wvt i t i r?' ♦ * 9 X 1 * * 

\ 
rubb > r 

cf those 
*>v 1 

r-dio ha^o 

7 ) ! 

1 \ X 
f ' ■A „ \ 

i 

acini rinc land desire to flat it-. ^rhile >TUf 

' : S ' ' I i 1 ' ? % ' * Vvv . ; ; p 
fields have been cleared for the ynryosa s on the 

ueichbourinc yrodueA# imwm# the snail holder has 

resorted to 

the faster. 

twice a day inorder A to cot rich , 
' f ' ' 

{ * 

■: ' t ' f- A >. ‘ 
/ t\ . * ■ 

tayy in:; 
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At th$ \ of >oxp Ptno Har4 Fara 
V 

. - ; . ;( i' ‘ 

Rt,op* at a aonui-lorabla rron5.ua abofco Plantation Rubbor 
.; : f _ *'•, f\ -" » 

an it Rad dona j-arsisteat?.? for tbo yr»y ions 

eighteen neuthai but the first rise in vi* **1*© 
^^ • 

of Waiayan rwA»8* nade the* Sg2iS?« almost ^<aa?»* 

and the nooend ria© caw# the preniun, though snail, 

to Plantation. It nay i>o vt-.nned that nar eonditicnn 

•lave boon responsible for the advantage saineA. Rut 

sen aids raW. 9 ehnngen have sc.no about in tbs rvn 
• 1 

of Marketing whioh are hoped to bo of permanent 
A 

bonofit to ?*alayai. *he foremost ehan-je ban boon 

tbo woor#.it« away of the bondou anotio.no, private 

treaty, spot and particularly forward, n^ni.HZ in; 

ecneenatantly local hairo i’sroanod both in 
I . I 

:»inr.aroro and In Ponnugs. J.arge forward contracts 

between the producing estate,* and the nannfaotnror 

aro ochiU. to a contain anonut of that standardisation 

of onr yroAnoo which ban boon so nneh talked about 
( . Ajlk^U 

bao if? —'*tants it ?m *s b^*t *3v:. 

that standard! Ratio r would do nacitf wr ^ 

' ‘V. 

Irs 

: 

i :/ 

i 

?.t in evident that the change in -call in:; not bod 

wiiab >.i oowal to a part of It will do -lonethinfcs, 

— to In i.’..o,anos oft t?!c* war demand arrears to 

It f\ * 
i •*a'r° scnpelleA nany nnnufaetufrers to lay ^nido their 

t^,. 0r??..oti to f ?. anf* .further to hava 

non trail nod the T“oTro >* ro /•. . , _ ° *■' £-• or t..e row atreng and largely ■ • • 1K# <>■ * - - 4 
, ' \ ':. 

4ernan houses An She An a non to con'fcro'5 son through 
i_. . // ' tn. 

4 
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By rveans of the fresh planting in the territory 

of jjal&eca the increase^/ of the area *m*X« 

*-ill he not inconsiderable. fc&nbiar, coconuts 

and tapioca are at th© nan© tin© 4>oin^ restricted. 

r> In spit© of tj* hich prtw at vhsch ranhier stand 
% 

o 

there in no >si£n of an ^xt-vision for it: and 

T,Tith the clearing array of unreserved format for rubber 
* 

the local nupply of fi rawed for boiling it will 

still less ruff i ca* Oeeenntn are bene ant out of 

nixe4 planting*'* tapioca occupies less land; but 
*“* 

there exists a "coat inters-it in it in the Southern 
in leading 

Bistriai which ^ MlQa^mHK to local pi anting, Eh a 

ri ee 1 and ap-vetts© - to-- -ba^ »ioither nc re extansivaly no r 

batter cultivated than in the last few yearn, 

al though none pre*vmra ha* been brough to bear on 

the arnaraS. Ehey complain of the wi\y in ^hich 
>C*y 

&{© Sand now that no r.ueh 

>&: and that nuoh 

*x 

the rainfall rune <»fw- *> 

of utbb uplands have been do a 

soil has been washed into the 

It also appeals that they nake 

the?, r til 1 aye to the condi tiom. 

Malacca's export of cinder has been doubles, 

apparently art a result of extended market garden 
’ 

cultivations Eh© xrort of areoa nuts has been above 
/ ,. » i * 

>§, !■ j y t«-*. 

averagei a result of the excellent crop ***£ 

1914, Ehes© twa products f? nd their market with*iu 
; '-v. ./ 

A«i|v, • Piue-appl s* hav© been ineroaeingly plaited 
jf 

in ; Malacca; but there is not evidence of an increase 
'\ * f 

** 

Df the cultivation of frnit trees. Eh© yield cf 
/ »> 

f^i\t jif&s. fair to good, 
J ! A 

u tingaper© island rmch of the land narrl r 



broken nr for nnrket gardens; and at the 

Height cf the season ^esetahXes **ere cheaper in Si reaper 

tourn than they Have bee*. nt any tine sinee Via 
CXaA-^^-L u, 

«M*®r Vph took the , in’t?. irate.-"! off *h»#.r *a*,»k©« 
/v A 

of X and to no rk for tjsa hizh r'VC^ a of tHo on 

*Tons band Han ab' >0 b een. pXa^e d under pin.ea pXofS 

nake "cod t.Ho rone r a?. of t-ie:te f ren t’ie natu rer 

X' 

rubber «ri tat©*. 53»® snal" cultivate.-* in abj.© t. 

na k# profit iron tuba root #*■»—«w-r*rt. 

V, 

of coconut r«?, .Ha?? considerably. 

n 

of the year 

^ : 
** aX nc ■a n 

tv t> 

net no notch f ren the crop ?rhi ch ”ra't :;ccAf as 
;f . i 

an i acre arte of crushing locally*. 

^.ven vr ar or ike cnt| I'duo/Uj* s <?rprti tr:*de or.n 
«" 
i 

nat 't&rorsly dlslceatM in consequence of the #nomouis 

proportion ^hieh nneu to y,e to eneny ports* but an 
XjW- u*«ki ^ <2. Ca*_^*_>PcXvcl^£( ouA 

adiuotnent Ha'? taken place/ sc that considerin': the 

•3na?.?. ness of the crop in the early r art of the v$ar 

tb« result i:? not unsntisf aatory> Xn Pan: 

"-nsarc re* '.-Hors r*oonB tc *;are been a.n ? c v'*e#' 'ie 

<- f oil n.»>.i>n^^s^ujd P*ucH would be tHo natural result 

cf f re ?. y .‘\ c a obstructing the export of cobras* 

Accounts Hare bceureneva4 in Pro^inefe v/^x t .3 '0 

rather e'xte* isi tr sly f o r rubber?. 
I ' 

Witness are so in.:: cut steadily; elopes no re slowly 

^ ** 

I'Hteb 5mu f «un4 a mrk»t nr awl down th©1 .Visas* tc 
^ ^ (^~ ■. ^VOlXA^ /"V/ fyms\ t^AytC Cv^< c* /t*\ e»~vy 

abcui! tj»—-\w©)nage mount/ TOj© rt®» cr©r cf s^ I ©nans 

\ 

and Frewj.n(j0 W*j,j.©^.9w •*«« fair, "artcia i» 
/i 

rrenent in none ouatitity, but >tot s«ff iei«nt?.v | to 
■ ■• • -- , i *% : 

nain^&in tie I'OvtXtry v/ra*le> ^apioea ^ro^iu:: a^rb poultry 
1 i' . ~ . f\ 

rai.^inc are together no^in- into g«4a.H: but *A$\ 

. • bl . 



r\7. tiZ Cf ‘ r ? Z to ha^# b**3H nal htat ho4. 

Pc r t hi g f u rrc ■ th* area cooler gajitt arl a *• #ar 

Bnk! t i so rt a i a& 1 M> Hot only n atnt ainod but iH'rreaainJj 

-h$ fruit 0 rof of 10" 5 war* :;ood. 



AGRICULTURE, 

The war-demand for rubber, and the value and compactness 
of a cargo of rubber, as well as the certainty of a crop, have 
brought rubber-growing into still increasing favour. Established 
estates have prospered greatly; and estates which in 1914 were 
driven to various undesirable economies, have had funds for the 
highest cultivation. Much new land has been planted up with 
rubber trees in Malacca; throughout the three Settlements 
the coconut palms which have hitherto been intermixed with the 
rubber trees have been removed on considerable areas for the sake 
of the better growing of the latter.- 

Rubber prices on the London market varied as much as 100 
per cent, but were always good. That form of rubber which was 
offered in lesser amount obtained the greatest premium,— 

Para over Plantation, and Crepe over Sheet. Accordingly, no 
doubt. Crepe would have been made in greater amount, but machi¬ 
nery was difficult to get: on the other hand, many small 
holdings, too small for elaborate machinery, which must perforce 
make sheet, have now come into bearing. 

Coconut palms produced well, especially in Malacca and 
Penang; and the market offered better prices for copra than in 

i<ns : but freights have been greatly against coconut produce. 
Areca palms which are generally productive when coconut palms 
iUC piudm.tivt;, ill 1010 yielded well. 

The nutmeg crop of Penang was small. The clove crop fair. 

The rice crop of 1915-16 was good. That of 1916-17 was 

sown late, but on the whole over an undiminished area; and the 
promise is good. 

Tapioca planting is stationary. Gambier is going out, by its 
removal from rubber estates. 

The fruit crop in 1916 was heavier than in any recent year, 
and fruit was correspondingly cheap. But vegetable production 
has diminished, and Singapore has drawn supplies from un¬ 
expected quarters. 

Knowledge, of pests and plant diseases has been increased. 
Within the Settlements no serious outbreaks have occurred. The 
locusts, which are a cause of some apprehension, enjoyed a good 
breeding year on the Malacca-Negri Sembilan-Johore borders, 
and for a time gained on the staff employed in their destruction. 

Their destruction is being organised by the Department of 
Agriculture of the Federated Malay States. 

Rubber-standardisation appears to have been brought 
materially nearer by the work of this Department. 

F iL j $ l 
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AGRICULTURE. 

Rubber.—At the beginning of the year the price of plantation 

rubber was 2/3 per pound. It reached its highest point, 3/11, at 

the end of the year. Shipowners took advantage of these prices 
to raise the freight to Europe from 78/- per 50 cubic feet to 

137/6. The profit that still, however, remains to the planter has 

been such as to create a demand for land that is straining the 

resources of the land officers. It is very noticeable too how 
much better the estates are maintained and clean-weeded than in 

the past, and how the importance of thinning out of trees is 
becoming realized. 

The insistence of the war demand has helped “ Plantation 
Rubber ” in its rivalry with “ Fine Hard Para.” Manufacturers 

have been compelled to lay aside their aversion to trying 

“ Plantation ” and appear to be satisfied with the result of their 
trial. At the beginning of 1915 “ Fine Hard Para” stood, as it 

had done persistently for the preceding eighteen months, at a 
considerable premium above “ Plantation.” Early in the year 

the two rivals drew level, and now plantation is leading—though 
the lead is small. 

1 he establishment of a rubber market in Singapore and 
enang has also helped plantation rubber. Large ? forward 

contracts between rubber estates and rubber manufacturers are 

.? ' L°mt“on, and ln these days when standardization is still far 

sellers stendwd °‘;y ‘° b°th **** the buyer knows the 

9 Slid!'6 dl-reCi QSfieS °f ,rubber t0 America have increased from 

7915. 3 m 1913’ l° 4,510 t0nS in 1914’ and 21’075 t01'3 in 

of which Tor//,°rtS fr°m thS u°lony amonnted to 38,283 tons, 
of which 12,824 tons went to the United Kingdom, 1 998 tons 

the UUnTtedastatUsnofA’ U3? tons to Japan, and 21,075 tons to 
the United States of America. Most of this, of course, is rubber 
impci ted from the Malay States and Netherlands Indies 
Unfortunately there is no record of the amount of rubber actu-dlv 
obtained from the estates in the Colony. actually 

his r-fce"'T/;he nalayi is. fiving up the hereditary cultivation of 
is race. It is sad, but with rubber and coconuts showing their 

present profits, it cannot be helped. From rice, a Malay mthl 
expect, if the season did not fail, to make with, he united 1 bou 

of ns wife and family, a bare livelihood : a small rubber^plantation 
.Yields lum enough to make him a comparatively rich man • and 

instead of the dried fish and the cloth garment that were all that 

ibrCOllfd Tv 7 a-fIC?"sr°wer’ he eats ilnP°rted rice and dresses 
Uisclf and his family in silks. Such of the rice-fields as lr» nnt 

ssr “ ji"E “•* “,,d ™ 

^uconuTS. 

r-s “,d n ?°: *? "* of S'pS. 
irrw- ' mV16 frelglt 1° t'ur°Pe rose from 39/- per 12 cwt to 

£JdDeeS.f°r tHe year W6re 77,381 t°“s’ mostly to 

The oilmiUs in Singapore and Penang only supply the 

to Europe ^ marketS> “d llttie’ if a”>’ °f thei^oil goes 

Genera/.—-Nutmegs are going out steadily: cloves more 
s owlv. The fruit crop of 1915 was good in the north but in 

Singapore not uniformly good. Areca-nuts have done well 
nicupples in Singapore have been abundant, the prices delivered 

at the Canneries falling as low as $8 per 1,000. 

P«sfs.—Parties of men were engaged throughout the year in 

“th$4 oTin ml';destruct,0n’ at a C0St of ^317-“B compared 
^ I 

It is believed that the measures taken have decreased their 
nu m be is considerably. The damage done by them to crops 
(rice and coconuts) has been very small. No other pest of 
cultivation has been unusually prevalent. 

Cl 
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TEclcgrapbic I*di>re0i)t— 
Secretary, Singapore.” 

It is requested that the following 

number be quoted in the reply to 
this letter. 

No. 10651/18. 

J&fretarg'a <Dfji«, 

March , /P/ 9 

Sir, 

I am directed, to invite attention to my letter of even 

number dated 10th December, 1918, forwarding printed slips from 

last years Annual Report for amendment as required for the Annual 

Report on the Straits Settlements for 1918 and to request that 

this matter may receive your personal attention and the slips as 

amended, be forwarded without delay. 

I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

^ fi V i A j 

Colonial Secretary, 
Straits Settlements. 

The Director of Hardens, 

Straits Settlements, 

SINGAPORE.. 

F 
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Tleleavapbic ii&M'cgs:— 

Secretary, Singapore.’1 

®aknial ^wftarjj’s 
It is requested that the following 

^number be quoted in the reply to 

this letter. 

No. 10651/13. 

SK: 
It. 

cn^a^?x>iej...December.^ /tP/B. 

Annual Report on the 3br Its Settlements. 

Sir, 

I am directed to request that you will make the necessary 

___corrections for the year 1518 in the attache! nrintei return relatin ' 

to Agriculture sani them to this office when ^corrected. 
* 

2. The inform tion is require! for the Annual Blue Book Report of 

the Colony an! must oe accurate. Care should oe t ken that any alteration 

of ri tires in one 'art of the Report is car riel out throughout thet Report 

3e The Annual Report has, uy iirection of the Secret ary of State, 

to reach him not later than the eni of May. The enclose! Return should 

therefore oe sent in as early as possible after the close of the current 

year, an! in any case oy the eni of February. If in any instance final 

figures cannot oe given an approximate estimate shoull oe male, reasons 

being given. 

4. I am to request you to give your personal attention to this 

matter an! to treat it as important. 

- 

I havie' the honour to oe, 

Sir, ' 

lour obedient servant, 

The Director of Gardens, 

St r ait s Set tl em ent s, 

f31Jqo' SINGAPORE. 

4 . 
V 

Co 1 o nisi Secret fry, 
Strait - Settlements 

FSzjjfo 



A^:iC0LfURAi» irmurmi 

•nrinz l.'IUi the ineui'£'5.»i*mey of siiiy^inj; resulted in 

th* gyaim^iotiea of Xur&* steak* ef sraduee in cur yorte; 

w»* * in t ooaeMtim eyrOMiia * in the «e*« #f 
* 

rubber t* s.4« eet^tee ' Thieh /*re *,piren tb* i?tu vritheut 

^rv<7 ^ v:Aa,',jg cireuiaet&neee v*ro ineritabl^ 

land ru^1»«r reali ^ in the arera*# 40 J» less than in 1917. 

At the ««** time , with the ^reat increase in the yrloe 

sf rise, the east ef yretiuetien was driven u».GaSSt*^5it» 

were "liyyed at 1 :J. 

The rubber industry, indeed paused through a crisis. and 
_ . . . ’ what it hud 
rubber was Ml* illmmmwmm below Bfitf Met ts produee. 

ennsequenee o.f Volanatar^ reduction »f »«t»>v^ lc anti- 

;.i5. r.ty^i , the 'J^wle ^i>n w*l\ • \1.U-,. 1 and/ Uia. 
«•< h ><. t.v>^ ) ~~; - ---y, / / 

. u»en less f*r. ly established e ~"*e 

4’tt« ,-i$r & -jrefit^ the tetal output af the Betti ssunt-s <nm.ia 

^ ^Vi bt'^n a&eut ‘25 ##f -ri^t waa penaibleo 
• * . — r* 

> l;a lately tne orieie lasted but a sliert tine; &n- 

t!h.€ Q&t. • > tiu/ y^t.-r ijxioec -/©re ^&in at a 1©y©10 

eiH^tee tos br^-n waintaiJLa^ in a tee* tan«Liti#n 

and dim mts>i !*»*#**$ tiftm tfmi they war* art*r the 

’ erlfcis |i u3# Tile tree* are • giiim&Xjr healtny. 

C^prr.i £ric*©e$ aaicuateti in stmtc* vurv Ofrntt:, Uttlft better 

;Har ti@et ireduatien be 

ware 
r 

not ««. 0 Ceyr^ i«< 

in • •i'.' * - .|93f# i -bi.T i ,■.2 nd {/ o 
4 

eeal^ in the e ther y-ettl »>;ent« 

The eru* *f tkt ■ ye sir ftufti larger stooke lie Id; and the 

Lsmlen Market at a figure whieh ou\ net ^dinlt ef nvXe 

kiere* Mfrtunnteljr loonl ^iSAiit*,; • *..jj .:arid ivlns-^rboa 

&n inor#t *munt vf e*>rr,t U^en the eil & 

lf'15c ©n t 1 w caX f;&&$ in«lu : try• 

liio yX'ntati#n» jhp© /in^rf^lXy 

#nly pTtr very bhx-?,! /ant *?r fuel 
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fty Vailing is killing it, 

pr*Aucti*n has increase* in tfalm««a, vitk 

tii.3 uo» ef the T&yieea ylant, as befere, f#r a orrer 
• 1 * 

a 

orop ^ xj.t • liis sxt&unt $a it in ^enan^*, an i 

in, Prsvinse Wile:‘ldy in also l&rser than it v*» i»ef®r* 

X«7, 
a 

K «■ 1 * 
p 

s*in® ,. rearing1 **n«; fatt.ini^i® is in Mai<17* an Indus- 

try larstf den.ma.rat uyen the WOOSH »f aueh industries 

** taj^ee** Vttt . it Has nat re-Ulri-j/i i% y-t. 

Instead ths <53tii*rt at peultry thense into the interir 
« 

increased® SwiM fattening, that ii to ^c.y 

tlia iajj5rtEtii®n erf ism pigs and the t tedln^ sf them 
1 

to ^ifer in Bin&apere profits of al&aut 30/*: 

^ut &;• large* ic the '/local &Sttfcua&*tior.. of pork that 

Vl* hf r' *• >xyert uscsssygCak, t i* 

surplus in Penang hue dwindled down fros* £0,000 herd 

in 1 14 to ‘hnrsly oYer lfQQ0, P*nm& hats now -no 

surplus? ®f poultry to sxpsrt. It aeons that •»• o^ae 

sf- tnia is that the nills in Aiftang de their work 

mors s£fisisiitXy than ft*r;ierly ss tfmt there is i eae 
I £iK or sultry 

*«»*• t<5 ts aM^LtlE feeding 

egetalUe yf*4uatien ay*ears to he increased in 
. ‘ ' , .1 

** Iw*y$ dsore&ssd slightly in ^alassa« In 

fe.l-j.caa alee ginger has * ;:isers?&ssd fclijhtly# 
. ' v ■ s rubber 

rn«^ «••*« -t* >9 due to the/ •state*, dssuanding 

# tappers, ay \e looked sn as ^ ^hnso 
riay * “ 

ftffiCi if the . estates are abl t» keep 

aa^quate forces of tanil tappers, 
■■> .. , ' ’ ' . .' 

^ae ywnr "fad a a* od sne fer fruit •▼ery'.thers, 
■ • 

There ‘Wsro ulsj iitssd , crt^s of nutusajs and ' olsvse in 

: ...„ the Psnang nutims^ industry has MaMMiry 

letirily, nnu uli# olaTe industry is suffarintf aOLst 

™h« elt.'.va + niitae^- &re<i» nut sarAuns rr,, nearly r..ll 

»l&nt.®4 t)u,au;;J-i dthi ranker -Thioh aan liarnly Ve es.eota 
fa 



tiie t of Are oa tc n&tsa fre:a #£jsr a-; has 

al^v. ?;.©<jire:i3e<i s the ynses vx at is lightly Matter than in 

X^X7| imt perhaps &et eaffieie&tly t& eais^dnamta f r 
i * 

■fcJia gr®a'Sey a»st #i hursltlif e.nd sipying* 

in the. 1917-18 «r=»p ••m» exoell*nt . tad the riot 

land* -srere vary fully islaataa* but the or is ®f the 
* 

■’•'* *' f- - ^ .v^lXV*»X«r i*S = 11 I ft S£H<s aB tAw 
« 

0>awu^X XSw.inSJ * r^o. vsi Xi^YiHue* • ftXXgisXo-y 

it ie exe«XXent* In ntS»r jrxte it -ray planted tee late 

*»«* in the interior ef tfaleee* there are r me hundrede 

/2uc «i f a or a s vr 1 the U t r ny o r up :\t ;XX a , 

C*jt*s/* &J&A^ dy ^ly / 

^cCmu £/ 

fcT&ujf **■ 


