This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of
to make the world’s books discoverable online.

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was nevel
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domair
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that’s often difficult to discover.

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book’s long journey fro
publisher to a library and finally to you.

Usage guidelines

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belon
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have take
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying.

We also ask that you:

+ Make non-commercial use of the fild&e designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these fil
personal, non-commercial purposes.

+ Refrain from automated queryirigo not send automated queries of any sort to Google’s system: If you are conducting research on m:
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encc
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help.

+ Maintain attributionThe Google “watermark” you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping ther
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it.

+ Keep it legalWhatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume |
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can’t offer guidance on whether any specific
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book’s appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in al
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe.

About Google Book Search

Google’s mission is to organize the world’s information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps
discover the world’s books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on
athttp://books.google.com/ |



http://books.google.com/books?id=3DcsAAAAIAAJ&ie=ISO-8859-1







¢

/75
V. 2













N

HISTORY
BOROUGHS or GREAT BRITAIN,

CINQUE PORTS.

[ Entered at Stationers Hall.}






YWY ) o~
/-(J/'t(/(/ /_71'0”)’(44 ﬁ//( 207 B”.I/-"G"L
AN ENTIRE AND COMPLETE

HISTORY,
POLITICAL AND PERSONAL,

OF THE

BOROUGHS or GREAT BRITAIN H

TOGETHER WITH

THE CINQUE PORTS.

TO WHICR 18 PRXFIXED,
AN ORIGINAL SKETCH

or

CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS,
.FROM THE EARLIEST PERIOD UNTIL THE PRESENT TIME,
. JLLYPSTRATED BY
A VARIETY OF NOTES AND REFERENCES.
——————————

IJIN THREE VOLUMES.

VOLUME 1I1.

T
L — ]

LONDON:

Printed for G. Rivrxv, Bookfeller, No. 33, Ludgate-Stseet §
And fold by J. DxzaxrT, Piccadilly; Meflts. EcxrTow, Whitehall ;
Meffrs. WrizLoow and BurTxrwonTx, Fleet-Street;

W. Riczazpsox, Comhill; and S. Hazaap, Bathe

[—————————]
M. DCCo XC130






e — il

CONTENTS ..

OF

THE SECOND VOLUME.

racx PAGE
URHAMCounty 1 Herefordthire — — 110

Durham City — - 6 Hereford ==  — 113

Effex —_ — 17 Leominfter — -~ 116
Colchefter — — 19 Weobly — — — 120
Malden —_ ~—~ 34 Hertfordthire — — 123
Harwich - = 40  Hertford Town - 12§
Gloucefterthire ~— 42 St. Albans -~ — 130
Gloucefter —  — 45 Huntingdonfhire — 138
Cirencefter — ~— 49 Huntingdon — — 142
Tewkefbury — — 53 Kent — = — 144
Hampfhite @~ — — 8 Rochefter — — 153
Portfmouth ~—~  — 60 Canterbury — — 155
Southampton — — 66 Maidftone @ — — 158
Stockbridge =~ — — 72 Queenborough — 173
Chriftchurch  — — 78  Lancafter County — 179
Lymington —  — 81 Lancafter —  — 181
- Yarmouth, Ifle of Wight 83 Prefton — — — 187

Newton, or Newtown 88  Liverpool, Leverpool,

Newport ~— — ¢o or Lirpool — 191
Winchefter — ~ 96  Clitheroe —_— — 19§
Andover — — 98 Wigan == = — 197
‘Whitchurch — — 102 Newtop — — 199
Petersfield — 103 Leicefterfhire - — 200

Leicefter



vi CONTENTS.

PAGE
Leicefter Town -— 201
Lincoln County — 206

Lincoln City =~ — 207
Grantham — e~ 3Ir
Stamford, or Stanford 212
Great Grimfby — 216
Bofton — — 218
Middlefex @ —  — 222
Londan —_ —_— 244
Weftminfter — — 254
Monmouththire — 281
Monmouth Town -— 283
Norfolk — = = 286
Norwich  — ~— 288
Yarmouth | — — 296
‘Thetford — = 300
Caftle Rifing — — 306
Iynp .= — — 308
Northumberland  — 312
Newcattleapon-Tyne 315
Morpeth — = 318
Berwick upon Tweed — 332
Northamptonfhire — 326
Northampton Town — 329
Peterborough City — 337
Brackley — o~ 341
. Higham-Ferrers — 343
Nottingham County — 34§
Nottingham —  — 348
Eaft Retford — — 357
Town of Newark  — 363
Oxfordfhire — — 369
Oxford City — — 375

PASR
Oxford Univerfity — 387
Woodftock — — 390
Banbury - — 303
Rutland County  — 39§
Salop County — — 399
Shrewfbury —  — 403
Bridgenorth «= == 418
Ludlow -— -— 430
Wenlock © =  — 426
Bifhop's Caftle — 428
Somerfetthire — — 430
Briftol City == — 434
Bath —_— — 439
Wells City — — 444
Taunton -— — 447
Bridgewater  w~ — 456
Minchead o= — g6o0
Tichefter — — 463
Milborne Port — 477
Staffordfhire — — 496
Stafford Town — 498
Litchfield - — sor
Newecaftle under Line 503
Tamworth - — 509
Suffolk — — 511
Ipfwich = — 514
Dunwich — — 330
Orford - — 534
Aldborough == — 36

Sudbury o~  — 538

“Eye - — 543

St. Edmundfbury — 544




ERRATA,

Page 148, Inftead of the numbers on the poll for the county
of Kent, read
For Sir Edward Knatchbull * 428¢

Filmer Honeywood, Efg. 3101
Hon. Charles Martham 2724

174, line 5, for expence, read wear and tear.

176, line laft, for and extra draft, read as extra crafe.

378, line 7, for mafters of floops, read mates of floopy
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HISTORY

or THR

BOROUGHS or GREAT BRITAIN.

DURHAM COUNTY.

ANCIENT STATE.

HIS maritime county takes its name from

the city of Durham. Itis commonly called
the bithopric, and fometimes the county palatine
of Durham, from its having been formerly a
kind of royalty, under the jurifdiction of its bi-
-fhop, and fubordinate to the crown.

Tuis  county was well known to the Romans,
who ‘had in it feveral ftations. It was anciently
a ftation of the Brigantes ; but upon the efta-

Vor. II. B " blifhment



] DURHAM COUNTY.

blithment of the heptarchy, it became a part of
the kingdom of Northumbrians. It was one of
the counties which, from their being feated on
the fouth fide of the Tyne, were named Deira, to
diftinguith them from Bernicia, the northern di-
vifion of the Northumbrian kingdom.

Soonw after the converfion of the Saxons, the
county of Durham was given by their kings to
St. Cuthbert, bifhop of Lindisfern, an ifland be-
longing to Northumberland, and which is now
known by the name of Holy Ifland : this county
was, therefore, called by the Monkith writers,
the patrimony of St. Cuthbert, in the fame man-
ner as thc Roman ecclefiaftical ftate is ftill
called, the patrimony of St. Peter. This grant
of the Saxon kings was confirmed by the Danes
and Normans, who added feveral other liberties
and privileges to the church of St. Cuthbert.
In the reign of William- the Conqueror, one
Walcher, a native of Lorrain, being bithop of
Durham, bought the earldom of Northumber-
land of the king, and then, affuming the office
of a fecular judge, fat in court, and, with un-
limited authority, determined. all caufes at his
Ppleafure. This is fuppofed to have been the

origin



DURHAM COUNTY, 8

origin of the temporal powers of the bifhops of
Duitham ; and upon this purchafe, it is thought
to have been made a county palatine. From
this temporal power, the bithops bore in their
feals a knight on horfeback, armed with a fword
" in one hand, and the arms of the bifhopric in
the other.

Tue common people, jealous of their privi-
leges, have even refufed to march into Scotland
in time of war, from the pretence of their being
Halwerkmen, i. ¢. men bound to perform none
but boly-work, as they held their lands to defend
the body of St. Cuthbert, and were not to ferve,
cither for the king or the bifhop, beyond the
confines of the bifhopric. The prerogative of
one of thefe prelates was feized by Edward I.
who deprived the fee of many privileges; fome
of which were, however, recovered by fucceed-
ing bifhops, whofe power was fo great, even
after its abridgment, that it became a maxim—
* Whatever prerogative the king has without
« the county of Durham, the bifhop has within
“ it, unlefs there be fome conceflion or prefcrip-
% tion to the contrary.”

B2 ALTHOVGH



4 DURHAM COUNTY. .

 ArtHouGH clergymen were forbid by the
canons to be ‘prefent when judgment of blood
was given, yet the bifhop of Durham fitsin court
on thefe occafions in his purple robe. He had
the power of calling parliaments, and creating
barons as their members. - He alfo raifed taxes,
and coined money. The courts were kept in
his name; he appointed all judges, and all
writs were made in his name : all recognizances
entered upon the bifhops rolls in his chancery,
and made to him, were as valid within the
county, as thofc made to the king were in
others. ~ Thofe who alienated frechold lands
without his leave, were obliged to fue to him
for pardon, which he might grant, not only
for trefpaffes and intrufions, but alfo for rapes,
felonies, and other crimes. He had, alfo, power
to grant charters for boroughs, corporations,
fairs, and markets; grant licences for building
chapels, founding chaunteries and hofpitals;
and create officers for life or during pleafure, by
patent. ‘But thefe grants were no longer valid
than the life of the bifhop who made them.
‘He was alfo lord admiral of the feas, and other
waters, belonging to the palatinate; had his vice-
admirals, his courts of admiralty, commiffioners
of

r



DURHAM COUNTY. 1

of water-paflages, and officers of beaconage.
He owned a great part of the lands in-the pala-
tinate which.were held of the fee in capite. He
had likewife feveral forefts, chaces, parks, and
woods, befides all moors and waftes in this
county ; the lands, goods and chattels of all con-
victed of treafon efcheated to him; and the

bithop ftill claims all forfeitures upon outlaw- -

ries and felonies. Such were the privileges of
the bifhop of Durham, when they were abridged
by 27 Henry VIIL. which ftatute ftripped them
of the palatinate power of granting pardons,
creating judges, and making out judicial writs
and indictments. . But the bifhops and their
temporal chancellors were ftill allowed to a& as
juftices of peace. In the reign of Edward VI.
this bithopric was diflolved, and all its revenues
and immunities were given by parliament to the
crown ; but queen Mary repealing this a&, re-
ftored the fee to the ftate in which it had been
left by her father Henry VIII. However, as the
county was a kind of principality diftin& from
the reft of the kingdom, it never fent members
to parliament until the reign of Charles II.

THE county of Durham is in the province of
York, and is a diocefe of itfelf. It is not divided
' intg

1



'3 DURHAM CITY, '

into hundreds ; but, like Cumberland into wands
or wakes, It has one city, only feven market’
towns, and 113 parifhes. It fends to parliament
but four members, two of whom are chofen by
the county, and two by the city of Durham.

Poriticar enaractTer. The ariftocratical
intereft that prevails in this county, is that of the
‘earl of Darlington and the Rifhap of Durham,
Anr-union of their interefts is confidered as decie
five againft the moft formidable oppofition.

DURHAM CITY.

t

PorrticaL cHaracTir. ‘This city is fo fore
tunate as to have preferved its independence, ex~
cept an eftablifhed attachment to the: refpect-
able families of Tempeft and- Lambton, who
have reprefented it for many years, can be in~
t_:lhdéd under the name of influence. The cor.
poration have, however, been inimical to the
interefts of thefe familics, and the weight of
ecclefiaftical controul, which, under a bifhop of
Durham, can never, from what we have obferved
rcfpc&ing the county, be inconfiderable, have
joined in vain to oppofe them; but the vox po-
#wi has ultimately prevailed.

ANCIENT
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ANCIENT STATE AND REPRESENTATION. ‘This
city, which was formerly called Duxbolme, from
Dan a hill, and bo/me an ifland in a river, was
afterwards called by the Normans Durefime, from
whence arofe its prefent appellation. Durhamy
owes its origin to the Monks of Lindisfern, or
Holy Ifland : thefe ecclefiaftics being, with their
bithop Earl Dolphus, driven from thence by the
Danes, retived firft 10 a fmall. town north of
Durham, called Chefter in the Strect, about the
year 883. Here they carried with them the re-
liques of St. Cuthbert, their bithop, and having
continued there 113 years, they removed to this
place about the year 995, where they depofited
their reliques under a fmall oratory built with hurs
. dles or fticks, and twigs wattled together. From
this low origin, Durham rofe fo rapidly, that.in
the next century a cathedral was built, and the
epifcopal fee transferred from Chefter in the
Btreet to this City, A. D. 1083 the cathedral
was pulled down, and a new church erected npon
a larger and more magnificent foundation. The
decorations of this ftructure are faid to be richer
than thofe of any other church in England s the
caufe affigned is, that it has fuffered lefs by alie-
nation of revenue, than any other cathedral in

: the
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§ DURHAM CITY.

the ‘kingdom. Its prefent endowment was efta-

‘blifhed by Henry VIII. Neither this city nor the

county fent members to the general parliament
before the time of Charles II. . The firft regular
return was in the'13th of his reign.

~ CorporaTION. This city is faid to have been
firft incorporated by Richard I. when it was go-
verned by bailiffs appointed by the bifhops, and

- afterwards by an alderman and twelve hurgefies.

-

: Queen Elizabeth gave .it a mayor, aldermen,
and common-gouncil ; but it has fince been go-
werned under a charter procured by bifhop Crew,
of Charles II. by 12 aldermen, a recorder, 13
common~council, a.town clerk, and other offi-
cers, who could 'hold:a: court-leet and court-ba-
yon within the .city, .in the name of the bithop
for the time being: They alfo keep a Pye-
powder. court; inflituted’ to regulate diforders at
fairs. I

~ ‘Tue bifhop being earl of Sadberg, a fmall

town near Stockton, is a temporal prince; he
holds the title by barony; he is fheriff par-
amount for the county, and appoints his deputy,

3 " wha




DURRAM CITY, 9

who makes up his audit to him, without accsunt-
ing to the Exchequer. He is alfo, as count pala-
tine, lord of the city, and appoints all civil offi- -
cers, and other inferior magiftrates.

. 'THE corporation of Durham had been guilty of
fo many illegal praitices, as at laft to be feveral
years without a mayor, and in that imperfe®
ftate of not having it in their power to elect one
according to the conftitution of the city. A new
charter was repeatedly applied for, but the bithop
and the old corporation differing about its princi-
ples, it was not obtained till within thefe few
years, when Da&or Egerton, the laft bithop but
one, granted them a new charter, under which
they at prefent a&.

Tue want of a mayor, did nat prevent the elec-
tion of members of parliament or the admiffion of
freemen, nor was the charter forfeited by that im-
perfetion in their body.

RicuT oF eLECTION, The choice of men-
bers to ferve in parliament is in the corparation
and freemen.

By'Stat. 25 Car. II. c. 9. * The county pa-
latine of Durham may have two knights for the
' ' county,
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county, and the city of Durham two. citizens to
be burgefles for the fame city to ferve in parlia-
ment, to be ele®ed by writ awarded to the lord
bithop of Durham, or his chancellor of the
county, and precept thereupon by the lord bi-
fhop, or his temporal "chancellor, to the fheriff;
the ele®ion of the knights to be made by the
greater number of frecholders, as in other coun-
ties, and the election of burgefles for: the city of
Durham to be made by the major part of the
mayor, aldermen, and freemen; which knights
and burgefles fhall be returned by the thenff into
the chancery, upon the like pains as the fheriffs
of any other county.” See Stat. 18 Goorge Il
c. 18. fe&. 12.

HonorARrY FREEMEN. A conteft happening
between the corporation who "adopted Mr.
Ralph Gowland, and the city who fupported
Mr. Lambton, in .the year 1762, when the lacter
prefented a petition againft an undue "ele&ion of
the former. The petition ftated that, when
Mr. Lambton and Mr. Gowland offered them-
felves as candidates to reprefent the faid city,
¢ that John Drake Bainbridge, Efq. was, toge-
ther with feveral other aldermen, very ftrenuous
and a&ive in foliciting votes for Mr. Gowland ;

and
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and that they and their agents corruptly profti.
tuted 3 public charity to the purpofes of influr
encing feveral indigent freemens and that find.
ing the inclinations of a large majority of the
legal voters were in favour of the petitioner,
they concerted a fcheme of overpowering thag
majority by factitious votes; and that, for this
purpofe, the faid John Drake Bainbridge, and
feveral other aldermen of the city, long after
Mr. Gowland and the petitioner had declared
themfelves candidates, gnd within a few weeks
of the late ele@ion, took upon themfelves iltes
gally to difplace out of the common council of
the faid city feveral of the moft fubftantial and
refpetable inhabitants, and to fubftitute other
perfons of inferior chara@er and ftation, whofe
only recommendation was their known attach-
ment to Mr. Gowland ; and. that on the 4th
O&ober laft, the faid John Drake Bainbridge
procured himfelf to be appointed mayor of the
faid city, and after his appointment to that
office, continued the fame . zeal and a&ivity
in foliciting votes for the faid Mr. Gowland;
and that the faid John Drake Bainbridge, and
feveral of the Aldermen of the faid city, having
wnduly garbled a2 common council for their

purpofe,
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purpofe, they proceeded, on the 13th Oober
Iaft, to make a pretended but illegal repeal of an
_ancient by-law, by which none could be ad-
mitted freeman until their claim had paffed
three quarterly guilds; a regulation that was
made for the better fccurity of the legal freemen
and trading companies of the city, and to pre-
vent a precipitate admiffion of improper and
unqualified perfons; and that having thus re-
fcinded and got rid of the aforefaid by-law,
which would have prevented the execution of
their {cheme, fome of the aldermen above men-
tiotied, on the fecand of November, which was
not a month befare the writ of ele@ion iflued,
illegally, and againft the confent of a large ma-
jority of trading companies, admitted upwards of
200 occafional freemen, for no other purpofe
but to encreafe the poll for Mr. Gowland ; and
that the perfons fo admitted were ftrangers to
the faid city, refiding at a diftance, and moft of
them unknown to the wardens of the companies,
but ftrenuous partizans of Mr. Gowland, and
under the influence of the faid mayor and his
confederate aldermen; and alledging that, even
after the tefte of the writ of eletion, and during
ghe very time of the poll, the aforefaid mayor un.

duly




DURHAM CITY. 13

duly admitted a great number of perfons to the

freedom of the faid city, in erder to procure, at '
any rate, a majority of votes for Mr. Gawland;
and that, notwithftanding repeated applications
were made to the mayor, by the petitioner and
his agents, for an infpection of the corporation
gild-book and for a lift of the pretended free~
men fo made and admitted as aforefaid, he, the
faid mayor, refufed both; and that, at the Jate
election, which began on the 7th of December
laft, the aforefaid mayor illegally, and contrary
to his duty, as returning officer, admitted the
votes not only of the occafional freemen above
mentioned, but alfo of many other perfons who
offered, and ought to have been admitted to vote
for the petitioner; and that, notwithftanding the
number of fuch occafional voters amounted to
upwards of 200, yet the pretended majority for
the fitting members upon the clofe of the poll,
was no more than 23 ; and that, to complete the
defign of thefe unwarrantable practices, the
aforefaid mayor hath unjuftly, and contrary to
the duty of his office, returned the faid Mr.
Gowland as duly ele@ted reprefentative for the
faid city, notwithftanding the petitioner had a
clear majority of 192 legal votes in his favour,
and

1
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and ought to have been returned accordingly s
and that his conduct as mayor, and his confede-
rates, is a manifeft injuftice to the petitioner, an
open violation of the rights and franchifes of the
legal freemen and voters of the faid-city, and
& daring infringement of the orders of this
houfe, &c. *"

Tae petition figned by the freemen was alfo
read, and alledged, * that by thofe proceedings
of the faid mayor and his confederates, the peti-
tioners, and the reft of the legal freemen of the
faid city, are grofsly injured, and their rights, lia
berties, and franchifes were grofsly violated and
invaded, &ct.”

Trise petitions being referred to a hearing at
the bar of the houfe, upon the 4th May follow
ing, a motion was made; and the queftion being
propofed, that 21§ perfons made, or pretended
to be made, free of the city of Durham, fince the
death of Henry Lambton, Efq. late member of
parliament for the faid city, had not a right to
vote in the late election of a citizen to ferve in
parliament for the faid city.

® Journals, Vol. XXIX. 105. 4 Ibid. ibid.
3 THE
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"'TrE-houfe, on the following dmﬁon, deter-
mmcd in_the afirmative.
L. Yeas 88
- C o Noes 72

Majority for the queftion 16

—

Mn Gowland was ncxt, on a motion, declared
not duly cletted.

. ANDp it'was refolved, that major gencral John
Lambton was duly ele&ed to ferve in that par-
liament for the city of Durham,

It was then ordered, that the deputy clerk of
the crown fhould attend the houfe as the next
morning to amend the return for the faid city
of Durham, by razing out the name of . Ralph
Gowland, Efq. and inferting the name of John
Lambton, Efq. inftead#:

THus were the rights of the people triumphant
over the illegal and arbitrary influence of corpo-
rative authority. And to prevent the poffibility
of fuch an abufe of municipal power in future,

* Journals, Vol. XXIX. 337. "
e
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the famous ftatute, known by the name of the
Burham A&, pafied in the 3d of his prefent
Majefty. By this a& no perfon has a right to
vote, who has not been poflefled of their fran-
chife twelve calendar months before the firft day
of the elettion. This ack does not extend to per-
fons who are entitled to their freedom of right
by the cuftom of the borough; for fuch may be
admitted at any time previous to an elefion, or
even dunng the poll.

In Durham, perfons acquire their freedom ei-
ther by fervitude or cle&ion into companies at
cerain guilds, holden by thofe companies. The
admiffion by the mayor is a mere ceremony ; for
when there was no mayor, they were entitled ta
vote for members of parliament.

NUMBER OF VOTERS, 1200,
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ESSEX.

Poriticar CHARACTER.

SINC E the expenfive conteft of the late
Mr. Luther, for the reprefentation .of this
county, the opulent gentlemen amongft the
. whigs and tories have contented themfelves, in
order to avoid the ruinous expence of a county
‘conteft with each fending one member. Effex,
like three fourths of the Englith counties, is
by this compulfory coalition deprived, de facs,
of any reprefentation. For upon every poli-
tical divifion, the members, by dividing agamﬁ
each other, prefervc fo nice a balance, as to give
the whole weight to the nominal reprefentatives
of the smmaculate boroughs. But when it is con-
fidered that all the counties in England fend but
cighty reprefentatives, and the decayed baroughs
upwards of four bundred, they could give no ef-
fectual fupport to the caufe of the people they
‘reprefent, were their elections ever fo pure, or
.their union ever fo complete. '

AncienT StaTi.  This county, called by the
Saxons Eaff Deaxa and Eaft Deyfcire, and by the
Normans Exffe/a, was, in the time of the Ro-

Yor. II. C ' mans,
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mans, inhabited by the Trinobantes, whom Czfar
reprefents as the moft warlike people in the
ifland. Cunobeline, their firft governor after
Cefar’s invafion, was the firft who ftamped the
Britifh coin in the Roman manner. '

.Ok all the counties in England there is none
where . antiquaries have taken more pains to
trace out the Roman ways, but have feldom
agreed among themfelves. Malden and Col-
chefter were certainly Roman towns; but au-
thors differ refpecting the military way that led
ta them from London. The Roman nmame of
Moalden was Camulodunum, which was a celebrated
colony of that people. (ulchefier had the name
of Colonia. Layton was the ancient. "Durolitum ;
and Dunmow, according to Horfley, was the villa
Fauftini of the Romans,

THIs county lies in the province of Canter-
bury and diocefe of London. It is divided into
20 hundreds, and contains 24 market towns, but
no city, 34,800 houfes, 208,800 inhabitants, and
415 parithes. It fends 8 members to parlia
ment ; two knights for the fhire; two burgefles
for Colchefter, two for Harwich, and two for
Malden.

COL-
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COLCHESTER.

Porrricar CharacTer.—This borough has
derived a diftinguithed character in the annals
of controverfy and corruption. The feveral
contefts between Mr. Rebow and Mr. For-
dyce, the once eminent banker; Mr. Chrifto-
pher Potter, the contrattor, with the late Sir
Edmund Affleck; and the more recent oppo-
fitions between Mr. Teirnay and Sir George
Jackfon, have produced fome very curious
anecdotes, which, if the compafs of our work
would admit us to relate, muft create a bluth
even on the face of political profligacy. Sir
‘Thomas Webfter having reprefented this town,
in what was called the penfioned parlizment of
Charles II. became fo difgufted with the parlia-
mentary depravity of that body, as to take a re-
folution to abandon them and the caufe of the
people in that houfe where he faw no poffibility
of cither oppofing the defpotic meafures of the
court, or fupporting'the liberties of his country.
He wrote accordingly a letter to his confti~
tuents on the cleftion of the firft parliament of
James I1. which met on the.2tft of March 1685,

Ca2 declining
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declining the reprefentation of a people, whofe
delegated lcgiflature was converted into an
engine of defpotifm, by the corrupt minifters of

‘an arbitrary king, and requefting them to choofe

another reprefentative; he then abfented him-
{elf from the town and its connections. On the
day of election, however, his former conftituents,
with a virtue and manline(s of conduct peculiar
to real independence, and which we are forry
they have not imitated upon more recent occa-
fions, refolved to re-ele& their old member,
whofe integrity they had tried, and whofe at-
tachment to the caufe of liberty was not to be
fhaken. Without folicitation, therefore, or ex-
pence, and even without his own acquiefcence,
Sir Thomas was again deputed the aflertor of their
rights in parliament. The court candidate, in
whofc favour every exertion of influence had
been made without fuccefs, had recourfe to the
ftratagem fo frequently practifed bcfore the efta-
blithment of the Grenville a&, of petitioning
parliament, and procuring himfelf to be voted
into his feat by the ftrength of the minifter in

-the houfe. This petition was accordingly

brought to hearing, and Sir Thomas Webfter,
who had been clected by a confiderable majority,
without
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. without expence or folicitation, and evén with-
out his knowledge or confent ; was voted guilly
of bribery and corruption, and his courtly opponent
voted into his feat. |

WeE are forry.not to be able to trace the con-
duct of thefe clettors by fimilar ats of patriotic
fortitude down to the prefent moment. One
inftance indeed occurs of a choice, that reflcéts
equal honour on the conftituents and reprefenta-
tive. Sir Robert Smyth, Bart. was ftopped in
his carriage, as he was paffing through this town,
at the general election in 1780, and elefted by a
very refpectable majority, out of the fame refpect
to his private and public virtues, they had be-
fore .fthewn in their affettion for Sir Thomas
Webfter. They however tarnifhied the applaufe
fo liberally obtained, by fuffering the fame
gentleman, at the fubfequent election in 1784,
after an independence and integrity of conduct,
which ought to have endeared him to his confti-
tuents as it has done to his country, not only to
be put to an immoderate expence, but to be ob-
liged to apply to a committee of the houfe of

commans, to recognife his claim to that feat ta
which
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which their undue return of his opponent, Mr.
Potter, compelled him.

It is remarkable, that of three violent contefts
which have happened in this borough, that of
Alexander Fordyce, Efq. againft Mr. Gray and
Mr. Rebow, in 1768 ; the fecond, of the fame
gentleman and Robert Mayne, Efgq. in 1780,
againft Sir Robert Smyth and Mr. Rebow ; and
the third in 1781, between Chriftopher Potter,
Efq. and Sir Edmund Affleck—Mr. Fordyce,
Mr. Mayne, and Mr. Potter, the unfuccefsful
candidates, all appeared in the lift of bankrupts
within a very fhort time of their refpcitive de-
feats, and the ruinous expences of a Colchefter
conteft was fuppofed to have contributed, in no
fmall degree, to their misfortunes.

. THe influence under which this town has the
‘mifery to labour, in common with moft others,
although in different degrees, is that of the cor-
poration, who poffefs the abfurd power of mak-
ing foreigners, by which it is underftood, non re-
Jidents, and others, who have no natural or legal
claim to fuch a right, ireemen of the faid bo-
sough. This will always enable them to manu-

Jaijure
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Jadture a majority in favour of any candidate
whofe intereft they may choofe to efpoufe.

No lefs than four petitions from this borough
have been tried fince the exiftence of the
Grenville a&, (viz.) Affleck verfus Potter,
Smyth verfus Potter. Teirnay verfus Jackfon,
and Teirnay verfus Thornton and Jackfon; and
from the complicated nature of their conftitus
tion there are like to be ten times as many
more. The only remedy for this expenfive evil
is the eftablifhment of the right of cleftion
where the conftitution originally vefted it—in
all the houfekeepers, without diftinction, through-
‘out Great Britain,

ANCIENT STATE AND REPRESENTATION, This
town, as before obferved, is the Colowia of
' the Romans ; that it was a Roman town is ap.
parent from their being more Roman bricks in
this town than in any town in England. The
prefent caftle is faid to have been built about

the year 910, by Edward, fon of Alfred, But
others, with more probability, relate that the
town and caftle being found in ruins by William
the Conqueror, it was given by him to the fa-
mous
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mous Eudo Dapifer, who built the caftle on the
fite of an ancient palace. Colchefter appears,
from the lifts of members in Morant’s hiftory of
this town, to have fent to parliament ever fince
23 Edward 1.

CorporaTioN. This town is governed by
a mayor, high-fteward, a recorder, or his deputy,
11 aldermen, a chamberlain, a town clerk, eigh-
teen affiftants, and eighteen common council.
The mayor and aldermen for the time being,
with 48 guardians, are alfo a corporation for the
benefit of the poor. "It was next incorporated
by William III. and afterwards in 1763. It is
a liberty of itfelf, containing 4 wards, and 16
parifhes, within and without the walls.

CorproraTION Case. IN 1935 one Willlam
Seaber executed a bond to the mayor and com- .
monalty. In 1740 judgments of oufter were
pronounced againft all the perfons afting de
Jaézo, as mayor and aldermen in Colchefter: all
thofe perfons were dcad before 1763. And on
the gth of September 1763, the prefent charter
was granted and accepted. In Eafter term 1766,

the
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the new corporation brought an ation of debt on
Seaber’s bond againtft his executor.

THE queftion was, therefore, whether the pre-
fent corporation could maintain the acion?
This was involved in another queftion—whether
the old corporation was diffolved in 17632

, ON this the opinion of lord Mansfield was,
¢ The corporation is not diffolved by the
Jjudgments of oufter, and fubfequent deaths of
the mayor and aldermen, though they are with-
out their magiftrates. Their conftitution is not
deftroyed and gone, their former rights re-
main. Would not a freeman of Colchefter ftill
continue to have a right to common, or to vole for
members of parliament 27

* I am clear upon principles of law, that the old
corporation was not abfolutely diffolved and an
nihilated, though they had loft their magiftrates.

4 Where then is a judgment againft the corpora-

) tion itfelf, the cafe would be of a different con-

~fderation.”

Tuz
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Tur other juftices, Wilmot, Yates, and Afton,
concurred with his lordthip.

RiguT or ELEcTION. 28 March 1696, 7be
Committee reporied, that the right of clection for
Colchefter, in Effex, was agreed to be in the
fworn burgefies, not receiving alms.

2y Fan. 1710,  Refolved, That the mayor of the
borough of Colchefter, in the county of Effex,
cannot make forcigners free of the faid borough,
without confent of the majority of aldermen and
common council. ,

6 May 1714. Agreed, that the right of elec-
tion is in the mayor, aldermen, common-council
and free burgefles, not receiving alms.

Refolved, That the right of making foreigners
{not having a right of freedom by birth or fer-
vice) freemen of the borough of Colchefter, in
the county of Effex, is in the mayor and free
burgefles of the faid borough, in common hall
aflembled.

NuMBER OF VOTERS—1400.

ReturNiNG orriceR—The Mayor.

PatroNn—None,
TREATING,
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TRrREATING.

- 21 Nov. 1702, Refolved, That the agents of Sir

Yaac Rebow have been guilty of treating, and
other corrupt practices, in order to procure the
faid Sir Ifaac Rebow to be elected a burgefs to
ferve in parliament for the borough of Celchef-
ter, in the county of Effex.

Ordered, That Fobn Weely, agent for Sir Ifaac
Rebow, for his corrupt praftices, in endeavouring
to procure the faid Sir Jfaac Relow to be elected
a buzgefs for the faid borough of Colchefter, be
taken into cuftody.

CoNTEMPT OF PRIVILEGE.

20 Mar. 1713., A complaint bcing made to
the houfe, that the town clerk of the borough of
Colchefter, having been ferved with an order of
the committee of privileges and clections for
permitting Nicholas Corfellis, Efq. and his
agents, to infpect the free-fchool book, and any
public books, charters, papers, or records, in
order to the preparing for the hearing of the
matter touching the eletion for -the faid “bo-

' g . rough,
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rough, befo
town clerk had refufed the fame. ,

re the faid committee, he the faid

WaEergupoN one Jobn Summers, fervant to the
faid Mr. Corfellis, was.called in, and examined
at the bar, inrelation to the matter of the faid

complaint.
AND then he withdrew.

Refolved, That Thomas Glafcock, town clerk
of the borough of Colchefter, in the county of
Effex, having refufed to obey the order of the
committee of privileges and elections, for per-
mitting Nicholas Corfellis, Efg. or his agents, to
infpect the public books and records of the faid
borough, be, for the faid contempt, taken into
the cuftody of the ferjeant at arms attending
this houfe.

Brisery anND DrsquaLriricaTtion.

4 April 1784. SirRobertSmyth, Bart. prefented

a petition, alleging, that at the laft election for
the borough of Colchefter, Sir Edm. Affieck, Bart,
Chrift. Potter, Efq. and the petitioner, were can-.
didates; that the petitioner had the majority of
legal votes, but that the mayor, from partiality
to Mr. Potter, illegally rejected rightful votes
for
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for the petitioner, and admitted illegal votes for
Mr. Potter; that Mr. Potter, by thefe means,
and alfo by bribery, had procured himfelf to be
unlawfully returned—® And that a commiffion -
of bankruptcy was iffued againft the faid Chrift.
Potter, on the 17th of April 1783, and he was
therefore found and ‘declared a bankrupt; and
on the fecond day of the month following, an
aflignment of all his eftate and effects whatfo-
ever was made for the benefit of his creditors ;
and that at fuch time the faid Chritt. Potter
had no frechold eftate whatfoever; and from the
eftate and effeéts of the faid Chrift. Potter, the
petitioner is informed no more than two fhil+
lings and fixpence in the pound has been paid
to his creditors ; and for thefe reafons, the peti-
tioner begs leave to reprefent to the houfe, that
the faid Chriftopher Potter had not at the time of
the faid clection, fuch an eftate in law or equity,
for his own ufe and benéfit of, and in lands, tene
ments, or hereditaments, as qualified him to be
clected and returned to ferve as a member for
the faid borough, according to the law in that
behalf made and provided; and that the faid
Chrift. Potter was not capable of being clected

and returned.”
' Uron
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Uron hearing the petition, both parties ad.
mitted that Sir Edmund Affleck, according to
the following poll, was duly elected.

For Affleck 665
Potter 42§
“Smyth 416 -

At the ele®tion, Mr, Potter being called
upon, delivered in an affidavit, fworn before the
mayor, of his having a fufficient eftate.

THe counfe] proceeded to invalidate the elecs
tion of Mr. Potter, on the fubjeét of difqualificas
tion—They alleged, that he had not complied
with 33 George II. c. 30, which requires that
all members of the houfe of commons (with
fome exceptions) before they prefume to vote,
or fit in the houfe, fhall publicly deliver in at the
table, while the houfe is fitting, a fchedule of
their qualifications, fpecifying the fituation, &c.
and fhall take and fubfcribe an oath of the
truth of the fchedule. The oath is to be en-
rolled, and the f{chedule filed by the clerk; and
the cleftion of a member not complying with
this a&, or not being duly qualified, fhall be de-
clared void, and a new writ iffue. . .

THs

*




COLCHESTER. 3t

Tue counfel then referred to the inftances of
Honiton, ch;nouth, Malden, and Boflinay, as
<afes in point, proving that the houfe had deemed
the eletion of members, fo refufing, void. .

THge counfel for the fitting member anfwered,
that Mr. Potter had complied with the ftatute of
9 Anne: which requires an ocath of qualifica-
tion at the time of election, or before the meet-
ing of parliament, by {wearing to his qualifica-
tion when requefted. And the ftatute of 33
George II. only requiring members, when they
take their feats, to give in and fwear to the fche-
dule of their qualifications, he was free from
the penalty of that a&t, from not having yet
taken his feat.

Wirw refpe@ to his being difqualified by his
bankruptcy, this was fufficiently anfwered, from
his having obtained a certificate, that might
fince have enabled him to acquire.fufficient
property for qualification. . The allegation, his
counfel faid, ought to have been fuch, as if true,
would have conviéted the fitting member of
perjury in his affidavit; for that alone would
.prove the incapacity.

Svp.
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SuprosinG the fitting member to have dif-
obeyed the ftanding order, the point contended
for would not be the confequence of this con-
ftru®tion; for the counfel obferved, that the
houfe of commons could not make a legal difqualifi-
cation ; this was only to be affeGted by the
whole legiflature. He contended, that the cafes
adduced were not in point, they were only juft
examples of pradtice refpecting the order they
depended on, and no more. It was impoffible,
he faid, to find a cafe fo applicable to the prefent,
as to enable the committee to follow, without
oppofition from Mr. Potter. '

AFTER a fhort rcply from the counfel for the
petitioner, the committee

Refolved, That the petition prefented by Sir
Robert Smyth, Bart. does contain an_ exprefs
charge of want of qualification againft thc fitting
member.

Refolved, That Chriftopher Potter, Efg. has
not complied with the ftanding order of the
houfe of the 21t November 1717, which requires
* that the qualification is exprefsly obje@ed t

in
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in any petition relating to his election, fhall;
within 15 days after the petition is read, give
w the clerk of the houfe of commons a paper,
figned by himfelf, containing a rental or par—
ticular of the lands, tenements,.and heredi~
taments, whereby he makes out his qualifi.
cation.” :

* ¢ Determined, That the l1aft eleGion of members
to ferve in parliament for the borough of . Col-
chefter, in the county of Effex, is, fo far as re-
lates to Chriftopher Potter, Efq. a void elecs

tion,”

Tuesk refolutions being communicated to the
bar, the counfel for the petitioners refumed that
part of their cafe by which they claimed the feat
for their client; and propofed to fhew that he
had a majority over Mr. Potter, by difqualify-
ing ten of his votes, which would leave the
numbers for Mr. Potter 415, and for Sir Robert
Smyth 416.

ArTEr a few more obfervations from the
counfel for the fitting member, the committee, -
Fuly §,  Refolved, That the ele@ion of Chrift.

Yor. II. D Potter,
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Potter, Efg. for the borough of Colchetter, hav-
ing boen declared void, the counfel be reftrained
from ¢mering into any.examination relative to
the difqualification of votes on the poll for the
faid borough of Colchefter.”

-

O~ the fame day the chairman reported to
the“houfc, « That the committee had deter-
mined, as before ftated, that the ele@ion for
miembers to fesve in parliament for the borough
of iColchefter, in the county of Effex, is, fo far
as relates. to . Chriftepher Potter, Efq. a void
eleétion.”

A NEw writ was in confequence ordered to be
ued:
‘ " MALDEN.

Porrticar Cuaracter. The influence in
this borough, if a pofitive one may be faid to
exift, is between Jofeph Holden Strut,; Efg. and
Charles Callis Weftern, Efq. the prefent mem-
bers. The houfe of commons having, with
great juftice, determined, that honorary freemen,
and freemen claiming their right by purchafe,
have not a right to vate for, members to ferve in

o : parliament

[
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parliament for this place, effeGtually prevents
the fabrication of votes for time-ferving pur~
pofes, which has been pra&ifed at Durham, Car-
lifle, Seaford, and other places. The number
not exceeding 200 is too fmall to place them be.
yond the grafp of venality and influence, as we
have feen experienced by the conviction of the
late Bamber Gafcoigne, Efq.

ANCIENT STATE AND REPRESENTATION. Mal+
den, as before noticed, was the ancient Roman
city of Camelodunum, which has appeared from
fome coins of king Cunobeline, dug up here.
This was the firft Roman colony in Britain;
the town was taken by the emperor Claudius, in
the year 48, who placing a ftout band of vete-
rans in it, called it Colonia Vigricentis; he like~

“wife coined money in memory of this exploit,
on which was infcribed Col. Cameloduni. The
Romans alfo erected here a temple to the honour
of Claudius, in which was an altar, called the altar

of Eternal Dominion, and certain priefts, termed

Sodales Augufiales, were appointed to attend it;
but the cruelty and oppreffion of the Roman fol-
diers, of this ftation, fo exafperated the Britons,and
in particular Boadicea, queen of the Iceni, who

D2 per-
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* gcrfonaﬂy receiving the groffeft and moft dif-

graceful - infults; ‘colle®ted a numecrous army,
and befieged, plimdercd and burnt this city.
She afterwards’ ftormed the temple, where the
foldiers' were ‘affembled to dcfcnd themfelves;
and in‘two days time fhe put them all to the
fword.” She likewife routed the ninth legion,
that came to their afliftance, in fuch a manner as
to have killed 70,000 Romans, and their allies.
The Romans rebuilt it, fome time after, as ap-
peirs from the Itirierary of Antoninus, who takes °
notice of it as being a Roman ftation. - After
this kin’g Alfred, fométimes called Edward the
clder, finding.it greatly ruined by the Danes, re-
paired and’ fortified it with a caftle. Malden
firft fent members 2 Edward II1.

CorroraTrox. It is at prefent a populous
borough, governed by 2 bailiffs, 8 aldcrmen a
fteward, recorder, and 18 capital burgeffes. It
is a liberty within itfelf, and has a convenient
barbour. It was incorporated 1 Philip and
Marx, 1554

BoroucH




MALDEN, 37

~

Borouca ENGLIsSH.

THERE is a cuftom in this place, that wh?cn ]
man dies inteftate, his lands and tenements de-
fcend to his youngeft fon; or, if he dies without
iflue, to his youngeft brother. This cuftom is
termed Borough Englifb, and is faid to have arifen
from the lewdnefs and tyranny of the ancient
feudal lords, who, when any of thofe who held
under them married, claimed the firft night wiﬂx
‘the bride: as fome doubt, therefore, naturally

arofe, whether the firft-born child was legitimate,
" this cuftom was eftablifhed to exclude fuch child
_from the inheritance, and the youngeft was pre-
ferred, as being the moft diftant from fufpicion.

Rigur or ELection.—May 20, 1715, Mr.
Hampden (according to order), reported, &c. as
follow : .

1. Refolved,—That it is the opinion of this com= -
mittee, that the right of election of members to
ferve in parliament for the borough of Mal-

~den, in the county of Effex, is in fuch free-
men as do not receive alms, and are entitled to
freedom by birth, marriage, or fervitude.

2. Re-
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2. Refolved,—That itis the opinion of this com-
mittee, that fuch perfons who derive their
right to freedom from honorary freemen of the
borough of Malden, in the county of Effex,
have nota right to vote in the election of mem-
. bers to ferve in parliament for the faid bo-

" rough.

3. Refolved~—That it is the opinion of this com«
mittee, that perfons claiming their freedom by
purchafe, and exercifing trades within the: bo-
rough of Malden, .in the county of Effex,
have not a right to vote in the cleion of
members to ferve in parliament for the faid
borough.

4. Refolved—That it is the opinion of this com-
mittee, that John Comyns, Serjeant at Law,

_ having, at the late elelion of members to
ferve in parliament for the borough of Malden,
in the county of Effex, wilfully refufed to
take the oath of qualification, as is dire¢ted
by an a& of parliament of the gth of Anne,
(entitled, ““ An A& for fecuring the freedom
“ of Parliaments, by the further qualifying the
“ Members to fit in the Houfe of Commons,”)

6 . though




MALDEN. 39

though duly required fo to do, and not having
at any time before the meeting of this parlia-
ment taken the faid oath, his election is there-
by void. '

Here followed two refolutions of the committee whe
were duly elefed.

Tue faid refolutions being feverally read a fe-
cond time, and the queftion being feverally put
upon the three firft of the faid refolutions, That
the houfe do agree with the committee in the
faid refolutions,

It pafled in the negative,

Tue reft of the refolutions being feverally
read a fecond time, were, upon the queftion
feverally put thereupon, agreed unto by the
houfe.

Number of Voters, 195.

Returning Officers,—The two Bailiffs.

Patrons,—Mr. Strut and Mr. Weftern.

~

PENSION.
In the penfion-lift of Charles II. Sir Richard
Wifeman, one of the members for Malden, had
1000l. a year penfion, and was keeper of one of

the treafurer’s parliamentary tables.
' HAR-
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HARWICH.

PoriticaL CraRAcTER.—This was formerly a
treafury borough, and numbered amongft the ap—
pendages to the influence of government. But
the celebrated John Robinfon, Efq. of parlia-
mentary notoriety, managed with fo much dex-
terity its political attachment, while he was in
the employment of a late adminiftration, as to
fecure to himfelf that patronage which he had be-
fore exercifed officially.

ThHe right of elettion being in thirty-two indi-
viduals, moft of whom are, by themfelves or their
relations, in pofieflion of thofe favours which the
ex-fecretary had fo amply the power of diftribut.
ing, nothing but an oppofition to a future admi-
niftration can poffibly fhake the omnipotency
of his influence. But as he poflefles the lucra-
tive office of furveyor-general of the crown
lands, anda penfion of 1000l. per annum, we pre-
fume upon his well known attachment to good
things, that fuch an act of tergiverfation is not
likely to happen.

Ax.
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ANCIENTSTATE AND REPRESENTATION.— Thi
town, which derives its name from the Saxon
word Harewic, a haven or bay, has no great claim
to antiquity. It, however, fent members as ear-
ly as 17 Edward III. when it difcontinued, until
it was reftored by James 1. anno regni 12.

CorroraTIOoN.—This town was firft made 2
borough, and incorporated, in the reign of Edw.
I1. by Thomas Brotherton, earl of Norfolk, and
-marfhal of England. It received a new charter
in the time of James 1. by the intereft of the
learned and celebrated Edward Coke, the attor-
ney-general, and afterwards recorder of this
town forli f This charter, and all other im-
munities belonging to the town, were, through
the mediation of Sir Harbottle Grimftone, their
recorder at that time, and mafter of the rolls,
confirmed by Charles II. The corporation at
prefent confifts of a mayor, chofen anrually on
St. Andrew’s day, out of eight aldermen. There
is alfo a recorder and twenty-four capital bur-
gefles. The mayor has the power of keeping
admiralty courts, which have a jurifdition over,
all naval affairs.

Ricuy
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RicuT or ELecTION.—April 6, 1714, Refolved,
That the right of election to ferve in parliament
for the borough of Harwich, in the county of
Effex, is in the mayor, aldermen, and capital bur-
gefles, or headboroughs of the faid borough, refi-
ding within the {aid borough.

NuMseR or voTERS. 32.
RerurninG orricer.  The Mayor.
‘Patron. John Robinfon, Efq.

. PENSION.
" In the penfion-lift of Charles II. it appeared
that Thomas King, Efq. a member for Harwich,
had a penfion of sol. a feffion, befides meat,
drink, and now and then a fuit of clothes.

GLOUCESTERSHIRE.

ANCIENT STATE.

THIS county, which obtained its name from
the city of Gloucefter, the Colonia Glevum of the
Romans, was inhabited by a people whom the
Romans called Doduni. The Saxons, who fuc-

ceeded the Romans, ‘called the inhabitants #ic-
cws,
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cwi, from the Saxon word Wi, which fignifies
a creek of a river.

‘During the heptarchy, this county was long
fubjet to the Weft Saxons. It was, however,
afterwards included in the kingdom of Mercia,
whofe king ufually refided at Tamworth, in Staf-
fordfhire. It was miferably harraffed by the
Danes, whofe general was Gurman. Thiscoun-
ty fuffered, likewife, greatly in the civil wars be-
tween Maud and Stephen.  In the reign of
Hen. IL. it was much defolated by the incurfions
of the Welth. And at laft, it was diRinguithed
by taking adecided part in favour of the barons
intheir wars.

Tuis county is in the province of Canterbury,
and is adiocefe of itfelf. It is. divided into 30
hundreds, and contains one city, and 25 market
towns, in which are 280 parifhes, 26,700 houfes,
and 162,568 inhabitants, who are reprefented in
parliament by eight members chofen as follow s
Two knights of the fhire for the county ; two ci-
tizens for the city of Gloucefter; two burgcfles
for the borough of Cirencefter; and two bur-
,gcfles for the borough of Tewkfbury.

GLOU-
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GLOUCESTER COUNTY.

Poriticar ChazacTer. The predominant
influence in this county is that of the duke of
Beaufort, and the earl of Berkeley. There was,
‘indeed, a powerful conteft in 17-;6,‘ upon Mr.
Southwell being called to the houfe of peers, in
which the numbers upon the poll were nearly
equal ; butit wasa conteft between the intereft
of thefe two noblemen for fuperiority: W. B.
Chefter, Efq. being fupported by the former,
and the Hon. George Cranfield Berkeley, by the
latter. Mr. Chefter obtained the majority upan
the poll; a petition was prefented and tried
againft his return, in which he eventually
fucceeded. This was the firft county petition tried
under the Grenville a&. The above noblemen
are now coalefced, and each has his friend m
the reprefentation.

A MEMBER CHOSEN WITHOUT HIs CONSENT.

It is fo far unneceffary to be a candidate in or-
tobea member, that a perfon may be chofen and
returned without either his knowledge or confent.
This is proved by a circumftance which happen-

ed at an clection for this county, as reported by
Ghﬂ-
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Glanville. The committee and the houfe deter-
mined, April 9, 1624, that Sir Thomas Eft-
court, having a majority of votes on the poll,
was duly ele@ed and returned, although be bad
declared at the clelion, that be defired not 1o be
chofen. . '

" GLOUCESTER.

PovriticaL CuaracTer. This city isat prefent
independent; a remarkable inftance of which
was given upon the death of Sir Charles Barrow,
in 1789, when the citizens oppofed the intereft of
the Duke of Notfolk, and after a poll of fifteen
days obtained a viGory by a majority of one vote.

Tae Duke of Norfolk is an alderman of this
corporation, and moft of the body corporate are
in his grace’sintereft. The earl of Guildford is
recorder, and lord vifcount Sydney hasan inte.
reft in the city, arifing from the property he in-
herits of the late George Selwyn, Efq.

ANCIENT STATE AND REPRESENTATION. This
city, called by the ancient Britons Cazer-
glow, the fair city, from its fine fituation and -
beautiful buildings; was called by the Romans

- Clevum
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Clevum or Glevum, to which the Saxons, accord-

ing to their cuftom, added ceffer, whieh fignifies

" a caftle or fortification, and thus called it Gleay-
eefier, from whence its prefent name is fuppofed -
to be derived. Leland fays, that in his time, it
was a large place, well built with timber, and de-
fended with ftrong walls, except on the fouth
fide where it is wathed by the Severn.

THis city is allowed by all writers on the fub-
Ject to have been a2 Roman ftation. After the
Saxon heptarchy, this place was of fome note;
and near it Edmund, furnamed Ironfides, fouglit
for the kingdom, in the Ifle of Alney, with Canute,
who obtained the victory. A little before the
conqueft, Breiktric, a Saxon, was lord of Glou-
cefter ; but, refufing to marry Maud, afterwards
wifc of William I. the caufed him to be impri- .
foned, and his eftate feifed by the crown. After-
wards it was given by Rufus to Robert Fitz-
Haimon, lord of Corbaille in Normandy.

SevERAL of our kings kept their Chriftrhas at
this city. King John, in the firft year of his
reign, made it a borough town, and Henty III,
made it a corporation. It was befieged and

taken




. GLOUCKSTER. 47

taken in four days by the barons, in the reign
of the laft mentioned king. It was, however,
foon retaken by her fon, who pardoned the bur-
gefles upon their paying 1000 marks. In 1272
Edward I. held here a parliament, in which
fome ufeful laws were made, now called the
Satutes of Gloucefler. Richard II. held alfo here
a parliament; and Richard III. in confequence
of bearing the title of duke of Gloucefter, be-
fore he obtained the crown, added the two ad-
jacent hundreds of Dudfton and Kings-Barton
to it, ga;/e it his {word and cap of maintenance,
and made it a county of itfelf, by the name of the
county of the city of Gloucefter ; but, after the
reftoration, the hundreds were taken away by a&
of parliament, and the walls of the city razed,
for the inhabitants fhutting the gates, in 1643,
againft Charles I. by whom it was then in vain
befieged. The city had then eleven parifth
churches. But fix being demolifhed in 1643,
there only remained five, and the cathedral,
This city now gives the title of duke to his
Royal Highnefs William Henry, only remaining
brother of his prefent majefty.

Turs city fent members to parliament as

- early as 23 Edward I.
. CoRrpo-
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CorporRATION. According to Sir Robert-
Atkins’ Hiftory of Gloucefterfhire, this city was
incorporated by Henry III." when he was
crowned there, It was then governed by a
mayor, aldermen, &c. But the inhabitants re-
figning their charter, in 1672, to Charles II. he
granted them another in the 24 of his reign, by
which the city and county is governed by a
fteward, mayor, 12 aldermen, a recorder, two
fheriffs, 26 common council, a town clerk, a
fword-bearer, and 4 ferjeants at mace. For
the better regulating the trade of the city, there
are 12 companies, whofe mafters attend in their
gowns, the mayor, on all public occafions:
‘Thefe are the mercers, in which are included
the apothecaries, grocers, and chandlers; the
weavers, the tanners, the butchers, the bakers,
the fmiths and hammer-men, among whom are
thegoldfmiths, ironmongers, coopers,and joiners ;
the thoenlakers, metal-men, taylors, barbers, and
glovers.

" Ricur or ELecTioN. Is in the inhabitants
and freemen. * '

NuMBER OF VOTERS, 3000.
RETURNING OFFICERS. The theriffs.
PaTrons. None.

CIREN-
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CIRENCESTER.

Porrricat CHaracTER.  Although there have
been many refolutions of the ¢ommittees of the
houfe on the right of eleGtion for this borough,
yet none of them have received the fan&tion of the
houfe of commons; the right is confequently at
prefent undefined. The only refolution upon
the journals is the general one of the 1ft of
May 1624, which neither excludes any part of
the borough, norany defeription of houfeholders ;
but the returning officer, at-the laft general ele¢.
tion in 1790, rejefted the votes of all the houfe-
holders, in the Abbey, the Emery, and the Spi-
ringate-lane, in confequence of a refolution of a
committee in 1709, which was negatived by the
houf¢ of commons.

MR. Prefton, the tandidate in whofe behalf
thefe elettors tendered their fuffrages, has pre.
fented a petition, which is to be determined this
prefent feffion. The influence has for many
years been .in the family of earl Bathurft, who
has a feat in the neighbourhood, and has the
appointment of the returning officer at his
court-leet. Mr. Crefwell made a fuccefsful op-

Vor. IL E pofition
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pofition to the intereft of earl Bathurft’s father,
in 1768.

ANcieNT StaTE AND REPRESENTATION. This
town, which took its name from having a cefter
or caftle upon the river Churn, which falls into
the Thames at' Cricklade, is thought to be the
oldeft, and to have been the largeft in the
county. It is-faid that the emperor Conftantine
was crowned-in this town king of the Britons.
It is however certain, that it was a ftrong for-
tified place in the time of the Romans, It had
once three parith-churches, which are now re-
duced to one,

ArTeR the Romans left this ifland, the Britons
defended themfelves in this town againft the
Saxons until the year 577, when, the reft of
Britain being conquered, Gloucefter, Bath, and
this place fubmitted to the Saxons. But in the
year 656, Penda, firft chriftian king of Mercia,
took it from them. In 879 it was taken by the
Danes, who built a tower here, now called Trif-
mon Tower, from the name of their general.
Since the Norman conqueft, Robert earl of
Gloucefter, in the reign of Stephen, put a gar-

' rifon




CIRENCESTER: 3t

‘f\‘i‘l’o\'z here, when he attempted to reftore Maud,
the emprefs, to the throne.

IN the baron’s wars againft Henry IIL. this
taftle had -a' garrifon put in it by them; but
the king foon recovered it, and caufed it to be
demolithed. 1In the reign of Henry IV. Thomas
"Holland, duke of Surrey, the earl of Salifbury, and
other noblemen, retreating to Cirencefter, and
lodging in an itm, the bailiff of the town and
townfmen affaulted the houfe, flew them, and
fent their heads to London. For this fervice
-Henry granted the inhabitants-all the gbods of
the faid noblemen and their adherents, except
money, plate, and jewels. He- alfo granted to
‘the men four does in the feafon, fix bucks to the
‘women, and one ‘hogfhead of wine from Brif-
tol. He likewife made the town a court of fta-
ple for merchandize, in confequence whereof
it became a corporation. It did not, how-
ever, return members to parliament before the
12th of Elizabeth. In the year 1668, the earl
Cholmondeley (a Roman Catholic peer), was
murdered in the ftreets, for his adherence to ab-

{olute monarchy.

E 2 . COR-.
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CorroraTion. This town being incorpoes
rated, as above, by Henry IV. it was governed
by a mayor, two conftables, and the common~
alty, who were deemed part of the corporate
body. But this charter was cancelled in the
- reign-of Elizabeth.

RiguT or EricrioN. May 21,1624, That
where no cuftom nor charter for eleflion, there
‘the inhabitants houfcholders ought to make the
_election.

Nov. 4, 1690. .Refolved, by the committee,
that the inhabitants of the borough of Cirem
‘cefter (in com.. Gloucefter.) receiving a chari-
-table donation, commonly called 4y-money, have.
not a right to votc'in electing burgefles to ferve
Ain parliament.

Refrtved, That the inhabitants of the bo-
rough of Cirencefter being inmates, hate no
right to vote in electing burgefles to ferve in
parliament. '

UpéN the queftion, the houfe did not agree
unto the firft refolution, but agreed unto the fe-
¢ond. )

Dec.
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Dec. 8, 1709. The queftion being put, that
the inhabitants of the Abbey, the Emery, and the
Spiringate-lane (not recciving alms) have a right
to vote in electing members to ferve in parlia-
ment for the borough of Cirencefter {com.
Gloucefter.)

It pafled in the negative,

Tue ftate of the poll at the laft ele@tion was,
For Lord Apfley - 293
Richard Mafter, Efq. 262
Robert Prefton,Efg. 254

NUMBER OF VOTEBRS—600.
RerurNiNG orricsrR—The Steward.
PaTron—Earl Bathurft.

‘ TEWKESBURY.

PorITicAL cHARACTER, This borough is not
under the immediate influence of any individual,
Its independence is evinced by the honour it de-
rives from fo exemplary a reprefentative as Mr.
James Martin, whofe integrity has manifefted
that rigid virtue, which fo defervedly ennobled
the Grecian and Roman chara&er. To the ho-
nour of the Britifh fenate it fhould be recorded;
that being offered a fhare in the very advanta.

geous
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geous loan of 1783, to a very great amount, he
difplayed the true dignity of parliamentary inde-
pendence, by communicating to the houfe the
infult that he conceived to be_offered to the le-
giflative affembly of the nation.

ANCIENT REPRESENTATION. This town re-
ceived its firft privileges from Edw. II. which
wege confirmed by feveral of his fucceffors; but:
it did not return to parllament before the 7th of
]amcs the Firft,

Tewkssury was farmerly famous for.its mo-
naftery built by two brothers, Odo and Dodo,
who were then dukes of great account in the
kingdom of Mercia. It was dedicated to the
Virgin Mary, and at firft oply endowed with the
manor of Stanway. Hugh, earl of Mercia, was
the patron of this priory in the year 800, and
Bricktric, king of the Weft Saxons, was buried
here, Robert Fitz-Haimon, in the year 110¢g,
new buile it, and gnade great endowments, ad-
vancing it to an abbey. His daughter Mabilla,
wife of Robert, earl of Gloucefter, built the pri~
oty of St. James's at riftol, and fuble&ed it ta

this
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this abbey. Gilbert de Clare,' earl of Glocefter
and Hereford, with feveral of the families of the
Defpencers and Beauchamps, were great bene-
fattors to it, fome of whom are buried here ; it
was valued at the fuppreflion at 1598l. a year.
The church is ftill flanding, and is now the
parifh church above deferibed.

THis place is alfo famous for a bloody battle
fought here between the two houfes of York and
Lancafter, when Edward the Fourth entirely de-
feated He'nry the Sixth, taking the queen, prince
Edward, ahd many of the nobility who fided
with Henry, prifoners. ‘The youngprince, who
was but eighteen years of age, being brought
into the king’s tent, appeared be’fore him with
an undaunted countenance; and Edward afking
him, how he came to be fo rath as thus to enter
his kingdom inarms? he bravely replied, “ That
he came to recover his own inheritance, which
had been unjuftly ufurped.® On which the king,
inftead of admiring his intrepidity, ftruck him
on the mouth with his gauntlet, and turning -
from him withdrew, when the dukes of Clarence

and Glocefter, the king’s brothers, the earl of
Dorfet,,
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Dorfet, and the lord Haftings, ftept up to the
young ptince, and barbaroufly ftabbed him with
their daggers ; after which, that party was never
able to make head again. It is a large, beauti-
ful, and populous town, confifting of three well
built ftreets, and many lanes. It has a bridge
over three of the four rivers that run by it, and
a church, which is a large, noble ftruure, with
two handfome turrets at each end, and a flately
tower, alfo adorned with turrets. The commu-
nion table confifts of one entire piece of marble,
thirteen feet eight inches long, and three feet
and a half broad, and ftands in the middle of the
choir.. This firu@ure is adorned with a num-
ber of funeral monuments, particularly feveral
of the earls of Glocefter and Warwick, prince
Edward, the fon of Henry the Sixth, and the
duke of Clarence, brother to Edward' the
Fourth. Here are alfo feveral meeting-houfes
of diffenters, and a free-fchool, ereéted by Wil
liam Ferrers, in 1675, who gave 20l. a year for
the maintenance of a matfter, to which feveral
other benefaflors have made confiderable addi-
tions. Here is alfe an hofpital, endowed with
40l. a year by the late queen Mary, to be paid
out
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out of the Exchequer, for the maintenance of
thirteen poor people, and a reader, who is ap-
pointed by the corporation ; and in the church~
yard is an almshoufe for ten poor widows, but
without any endowments.

CorroraTiON. Tewkefbury being re-incor-
porated by James 1. it was then governed by 24
burgefles, from whom are chofen annually two
bailiffs, who are the ruling magiftrates, and have
jurifdiction within the borough, exclufive of the
Jjuftices of the peace for the county.

)

RiGHT or ELecTioN—Is in the magifirates
and inhabitants paying fcat and lot.

Numser or voreas—Suppofed to be asout

§00.
ReTurNING OFFICERS—The Bailiffs.

HAMP.
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HAMPSHIRE
ANCIENT STATE.
'HIS county, called by the Saxons Hamiun-
Jeyre, from Hampton, or Southampton, the
county town, was afterwards called Hamtefs

chyre, and hence its prefent names of Hamp-
thire and Hants are derived.

At the Roman invafion, the Regni and Belga
poflefled great part of this county. The former
was a tribe of the ancient Britons and the Bel-
g®, a people of Germany, who, paffing the
Rhine, poffefled themfelves of part of Gaul, and
then failed over to the fouth-weft coaft of Britain,
in order to plunder the inhabitants, and return
with the fpoil.  But liking the country, they
drove the Britons out of‘thofe places, long after
~ talled Somerfetthire, Wiltfhire, and the inland
parts of Hampfhire, of which they toek pof-
feflion, where they were found by Cafar, on his
vifiting thofe parts of Britain. This coun-
ty is thought to have been the firft that fub-
mitted to the Romans. Although lefs than
many other counties in England, fome authors
affert, that it had fix Roman ftations called Calle-
va, Vindoma, Venta, Belgarum, Claucentum,

Brige, and Cunitis.
Waen
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. 'WHEN the Saxons invaded this ifland, the in-
habitants kept this county 6o years after the firft
landing of Hengift ; but Cerdic, the founder of
the kingdom of the Weft Saxons, landing at
Chardford in the beginning of the 6th century,
reduced all the fouthern fhore, as far as the country
of the Damnonii, to his authority. The pofterity
of Cerdic ruled the whole country of the Belge
for feveral generations, but at length this county
was taken from it, and rendered a petty king-

dom.

In the reign of Ethelbert, and in the year 860,
the Danes invading the Ifle of Wight, ravaged
all before them as far as Winchefter ; but as they
were returning, Ofric, eatl of Hampton, affifted
by the men of Berkfhire, defeated them, and re-
covered the fpoils,  The Saxons being fettled
fome time in thefe parts, divided the country of
the Belgs into three counties, Samerfetfhire,
Wiltthire, and Hampfhire.

Tnis county, exclufive of the Ifle of Wight, is
divided into 39 hundreds, containing one city, 20
market towns, arid 253 parifhes. It lies in the
province of Canterbury, and the diocefe of Win-

chefter. It fends 26 membersto parliament, re~
turned
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turned as follows: Twoknights by the county,
and two burgefles by cach of the following
towns; Southampton, Portfmouth, Newport,
Yarmouth, and Newton, in the Ifle of Wight,
Lymington or Liminton, Chriftchurch, Ando-
ver, Whitchurch, Petersfield, and Stockbridge.

. PourticaL CramacTir. This county has,
from its maritime fituation, many ports in it,
where a great number of cuftom-houfe officers,
. and others, under the immediate controul of go-
vernment, refide. The intereft arifing from this
connelion, as well as from the dock-yard at Portf-
mouth, is fo great, as to fuperfede ariftocracy
itfelf ; and the adminiftration for the time being
have generally the nomination of its members,
which may be cafily evinced by the laft return,
when. the numbers were, for

Sir W. Heathcote, Bart. 32013
William Chute, Efq. 1803

Lord J. Ruffel, 1200
J- C. Jervais, Efq. 1232
PORTSMOUTH.

PorrticaL CHARACTER, The right of eleQion
in this town being exclufively in the corporation,
confifting
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wonfiting of a mayor, recorder, 12 aldermen,
and an indefinite number of burgefles, like that
of Plymouth, the fame influence prevailed here
for a great number of years, and the admiralty
was always admitted to have the nomination of
its members. ‘The corporation, however, being
chiefly compofed of men of independent for-
tunes, and inimical to the American war, and un-
conftitutional meafures of Lord North’s admi-
niftration, refufed to accept the minifterial nomi-
nation of the late Peter Taylor, Efq. the army
commiffary, upon the death of the late SirMatthew
Featherftonhaugh, in 1774, and invited ]o{hua
Iremonger, of Wherewell, in this county, a gen-
tleman of great opulence and independence, to
oppofe the government intereft. The patriotic
party had not yet acquired a fufficient firength
to overcome that influence which had ufually
’prevalled here, fo that Mr. Taylor carried his
¢ele&ion by a majority of three votes.

Tu1s oppofition to government irritated them
to fuch a pitch, as to caufe them, the enfuing
term, to move the court of King’s Bench for in-

formations in the nature of Quo Warranto, againft
' the
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the mayor, feveral of the aldermen, and 63 of
the burgefles. - Thefe informations having been
feverally obtained, and trials had thereon, judg~
ment of oufter was iffued againft the whole
number.  Similar informationswere ther moved
on behalf of the patriotic againft the minifterial
party,and g9 of the latter, were likewife oufted.

Tuzse judgments left the corporation without

@ mayor or recorder, only 4 aldermen remained
in their offices, and a few of the burgefles. Ad-
miniftration had now fo far fucceeded, as to have
a clear majority in this garbled corporation ; but
of the four remaining aldermen, Wm. Carter,
fen. E(ﬁ. Mr. White, Mr. Linzee, and Mr. Var-
loe, the two former being in the independent in-
tereft, and the two latter in that of government,
and as the power of making aldermen, and nomi-
nating candidates for the office of mayor, is veft=
ed by the bye-laws of the corporation in the
court of aldermen, no els&ion could legally be
made for either. The majority of burgeffes who
_~were in the intereft of government, however, af-
fembled, and affumed to themfelves a power of
chufing a mayor, and eleted Mr. Munday, an
- officer




PORTSMOUTH» 63

officer of the cuftoms in this port, and one of the
burgefles, into that office. This elettion being
illegal, judgment of oufter was foon obtained
againfthim ; but the burgefles fill perfevered in
the fame mode of eleftion, and as often as judg-
ment of oufter was obtained againft one, they fet
about ele®ing another of their own party, and
continued this pra&tice for nearly nine years, at
the expiration of which time, Linzee and Var-
loe, the two minifterial aldermen, died, and lefs
the corporate power in the hands of their oppo-
nents. The earl of Sandwich, who had been con-
fidered the patron and fupparter of the minifterial
party in this borough, being about this time res
moved from the office of firft lord of the admi-
zralty, they loft that fupport by which they were
enabled for fo many years to carry on their op-
pofition.

Tmr. two remaining aldermen, Carter and
Whue, baving now the fole command of
the corporation, and the ele&ion of mayor of
neceffity falling upon one of them, Mr. Carter
was accordingly chofen on the Michaelmas day
following. .

Tue
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TuE corporation having once more obtained
a legal form, a court of aldermen was held, the
vacancies were filled up, and a number of new
burgefles clefled, of fuch a chara@ler and
independence, as placed them beyond the reach
of improper influence. Sir John Carter, eldeft
fon of the above named alderman, has ever fince
been confidered the leader and patron of this cor-
poration. The conftitutional objettions which
we have to make againft them are, that the ma-
jority of them arenonrefidents ; and that by their
conftitution they ele&t each other, without the
fuffrages of the inhabitants, who are thereby
not only fecluded from their natural right to
their choice of magiftrates, but alfo from the
more important one, of delegating their repre-
fentatives to the legiflature, in whom is the dif
pofal of their liberty, life and property.

Ricur or ELECTION, is in the mayor, alder-
. men, and burgeffes of the faid borough only,

1695, 24th January.

ANCIENT STATE AND REPRESENTATION.— Thit
town, which may, from having the only regular

fortification in the kingdom, be termed the Key
6 of
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of England, was burnt by the French in the
reign of Richard II. * At firft, the town was for-
tified by a timber wall lined with earth ; but Ed-
ward IV. built two forts of free-ftone at the en-
trance of the harbour, and Hen. VII. made it
a garrifon. This town fent members as early as
Winchefter did, which was 23 Edw. L.

CorporaTion.—Portfmouth was laft incorpo-
rated by CharlesI. It is governed by a mayor,
recorder, twelve aldermen, and an indefinite
number of burgefies.

RiGHT or ELECTION.—Fan. 24, 1695, Refolved,
That the right of election of burgefles toferve im
parliament for the borough of Port{mouth (in
Com. Southimpton) is in the mayor, aldermen,
and burgeffes of the faid borough only.

Feb. 3, 1710, Refolved, That Fofeph Whiteborn,
Efq. who was clected mayor of the borough of
Portfmouth on the 10th day of December, 1709,
" and had not duly qualified himfelf for that office
according to law, by taking the Sacrament of the
Lord’s Supper”- according to the rites of the

Vor. II. F church
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church of England, within one year next before
his election, was not legal mayor of the faid bo-
rough.

Refolved, That the aldermen, eleéted during the
faid pretended mayoralty of the faid Mr. White-
born, are not legal aldermen, and the burgeffes
clefed during his pretended mayoralty, have not
arighttovotein eleQions of members to ferve in
parliament for the faid borough of Portfmouth.

NUMBER OF VOTERS—I10.
ReTurNING aFFiceR—The Mayor.
PaTron—Sir John Carter.

SOUTHAMPTON.

PorrticaL CHaracTER.—~This town, which is
a county of itfelf, is remarkable for the refpec«
tability of its corporation, which, like that of
Poole, to which it is nearly fimilar in its confti-
tution, is denominated the mayor, bailiffs, and
burgefles, though it is cuftomary,‘as at Poole, to
compliment fuch of its members, as have ferved
the office of mayor, with the title of alderman.

3 ' / ‘ The
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The prefent mayor, fheriff, and bailiffs, arc all
gentlemen of title.

Tue late Hans Stanley, of famous memory, e«
Yprefented this town near thirty years, and was fo
profufe in the diftribution of court favours, which
itis well known were at his difpofal, as to bring
it into the vortex of government boroughs. So
unftable, however, is gratitude thus procured,
that they turned his nephew, the prefent Hans
Sloane, Efg. out of its reprefentation, a very few
years after his death.

Tue influence in this town is principally in
the corporation, although the right of election
is in the inhabitant houfeholders paying fcot and
lot, and their number is near fix hundred. The
corporation have the power of making non-refi-
dent, or honorary burgefles; but they havc not
yet abufed it to any extent.

ANCIENT STATE AND REPRESENTATION.=
This town, anciently called Hautun, from being
feated on a bay, formerly named Trifauton,
or the Bay of Auton, now Southampton-
water, is diftinguithed from Hampton and

Fa North-
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Northampton, by the name of Southamptont.
Itis generally agreed, that this town was a colony
of the Romans called Claucentum. It was
greatly haraffed by the Danes in the year 98o,
and plundered and burnt to the ground by the
French in the reign of Edward I. It was, how-
ever, foon rebuilt, fortified with towers and bat-
tlements, and in a little time became fo populous,
as to induce Richard II. to defend its harbour by
ercéting a ftrong caftle. It was faid, that this
town, among other privileges, having that of all
the Canary wine brought to England firft landed
here, became exceedingly wealthy. But the Lon-
-don merchants fuffering greatly' from the law,
purchafed the exclufive privilege from the corpo-
ration, and, thus, had their Canary, as well as the
reft of their imported wines, brought directly to
London. This town fent to parliament as early
as 23 Edward L.

CorporaTION. This is the county town, and
was incorporated by Hen. I1. and John. It was
next made a county of itfelf, by Hen. V1. who
thus rendered it independent of the Lord Lieu-
tenant of the county. By its laft charter, granted
by Charles I. the corporation confifts of a may-

or,
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or, recorder, fheriff, and two bailiffs : all thofe
who have ferved any of the foregoing offices,
conftitute the common-council, which, con-
fequently, are unlimited ; but the corporation
have a power of choofing burgefles, who, altho’
not members of the common council, are yet of
the corporation,' and have, therefore, votes.
There are eleven juftices of the peace; namely,
the mayor for the time being, the bifthop of Win-
chefter, the recorder, the laft mayor, five alder-
men, and two burgefles. All who have paffed
the chair are aldermen. The corporation have
feveral officers, as a town clerk, four ferjeants at
mace, a town-crier, &c. The mayor and bai-
liffs have a court for the recovery of {mall debts.
All caufes are tried in the Guildhall, where the
quarter feffions are alfo held. The mayor is ad-
miral of the liberties, from South Sea Caftle near
Portfmouth, to Hurft Caftle, which is feated ona
neck of land that runs fo far into the fea as to
form the fhorteft paflage to the Ifle of Wight.

IT was here that Canute ridiculed his flatter-
ing courtiers, by fitting crowned, and in his
royal robes, on the bank of the river, forbid-

ding the tide to approach his foot-ftool ; but
the °
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the fea, deaf to his commands, and regardlefs ot
his threats, continued its wonted courfe, and wet~
ting hjs majefty’s feet and robes, he ftarted up,
and upbraided thofe fycophants with the groflnefs
of their flagtery, in pretending that all nature
abeyed him. * Let (this copvince you, and all
¢ the world,” added he, ¢ that the powe; of the
s greateft moparch is poor and weak, and that
* none is truly worthy of the title of king, but he,
“ whofe will being an eternal Iaw, the heavens,
¢ the earth, and the fea abey.”

RIGHT oF ELECTION.—Dec. 31, 1689, Refolved,
That the right of cle&ion of burgefles to ferve
in parliament for the town and county of South.
ampton, is in the burgcﬂ’e_s and jnhabjtants of the
faid town.

March 17, 1695, Refolved, That the outliving
burgefles, as well as the buygefles, inhabitants,
and other inhabitants paying fcot and lot, have a
right to vote for electing members to ferve in par-
liament for the town, and coynty of the town of
Southampton.

RETURNING OFFICERS. April 3,1735, Refalved,
That the mayor and bailifls of the town, and

county
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county of the town of Southampton, are the re-
turning officers for the faid town and county.

A SHERIFF RETURNED TO PARLIAMENT.

The inhabitants of Southampton having pre-
fented a petition againft the return of Mr. Fle-
ming to ferve them in parliament, in confe.
quence of his being fheriff of the county at the
time of his ele@ion, a committee was appointed
to take the faid petition into their confideration. |
The committee met on the 10th of Feb. 1977,
and, after hearing counfel and evidence, detera
mined on the 12th Feb. that the fitting mem«
ber (Mr. Fleming) was duly ele®ed. The chief
ground of their decifion was, that this town,
being a county of itfelf, and that the mayor and
bailiffs proceeded to the eleition by virtue of
a writ from the crown, and not under the autho-
rity of a precept from the fheriff of Hampfhire,
‘it did not incapacitate the fitting member.

NuMBER OF vonn’s-—About 600.
ReturNiNG orricERs—The Mayor and bai-

Jiffs,

STOCK.
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Poriticar Cuaracter. Theright of elec
tion in this borough is in the inhabitants houfe
keepers, paying fcot and lot. They have no
particular patron; ‘but Mr. Bucket, the landlord
of the principal inn in the town, is a leading
man amongft ‘them, The frequent petitions
which have been prefentcd to parliament on
the fcore of bribery, fhew, either that this
borough is more than ordinarily open to cor-
ruption, or that it is more fhamelefs in the ex-
ercife of it. The petition of Mr. Barham and
. Mr. Porter, againft major Scot and Mr. Cater,
the fitting members, is now dcpending on the
fame charge.

AnciENT RepreseNTaTION. This town never
fent to parliament till 1 Elizabeth.

CorroratiON. None: It being a borough
by prefcription, governed by a titylar bailiff, con-
ftable, and ferjeant at mace.

RiGHT
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Ri1éHT of ELecTioN—Is in all the inhabitants
paying to church and poor.

NuMBER OF VOTERS—57.
ReTurNING oFFicER. The Bailiff.

MobE or BRIBING THE VOTERS. The bailiff,
who is generally an innkeeper, or one depend-
ant upon an innkeeper, is the returning officer
at eleftions ; for it is faid that the innkeeper, in
order to have an opportunity of receiving bribes
upon thefe occafions, without being liable to the
penalty, has frequently procured one of his own
hoftlers to be ele&ed bailiff, and has himfelf car~
ried the mace before him,

THe ingenious Sir Richard Steele, who repre-
fented this borough in the reign of queen Anne,
carried his eleftion againft a powerful oppofi-
tion, by the merry expedient of fticking a large
apple full of guineas, and declaring it thould be
the prize of that 'man whofe wife fhould firft be
brought to-bed after that day nine months.
This, we are told, procured him the intereft of
the women, who are faid to commemorate Sir

Richard’s
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Richard’s bounty to this day, and once made
a ftrenuous effort to procure a ftanding order
of the corporation, that no man thould ever be
received as a candidate who did not offer him-
fclf on the fame terms.

Brigery,

November 15th, 1689. 1. Upon fpecial report
from the committee of privileges and elections,
of grofs and notorious bribery at an ele@ion
for the borough of Stockbridge, in com.
Southampson,

Refolyed, That W. Montague, Efg. is not duly
ele€ted a burgefs to ferve in this prefent parlia-
ment for the faid borough af Stockbridge,

2. Refolved, That W.‘ Strode, Efg. is not duly
cleéted a burgefs, &c.

3. Refolved, That the faid cleflion is a void
clection.

4. Ordered, That Richard Hewes, the bailiff,
P. Robinfon Gatchoufe, and S. Hall, be fent for
inta
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into cuftody of the ferjeant at arms, for giving
and taking bribes at the faid election.

5. Refolved, That W, Montague, Efg. be
difabled from being eleéled a burgefs to ferve in
this prefent parliament for the faid borough of
Stockbridge, '

6. That a debate arifing touching the dif~
franchifing the faid borough for ever hereafter
from fending burgefles to parliament, apd that
inftead thereof two more knights of the fhire be
chofen for the county of Southampton,

Refolved, That the debate be adjourned till
Monday morning next, at ten o’clock.

November 27th, 1789, 7. A petition of R.
Hewes, &c. inhabitants of Stockbridge, that they
were very forry they had incurred the difplea.
fure of the houfe by encouraging the giving
money, and by other irregularities at the late
ele@ion there, which they had not done, but that
they were fo near ruin by the late king’s army
continually quartering upon them, and praying
the confideration of the houfe, and to be dif~

charged
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charged from their confinements. The peti~
tioners being called in, and feverely reproved
by Mr. Speaker for their offences, were dif-
charged on paying their fees.

8. Refolved, That the faid ele@ion for the
faid borough of Stockbridge is a corrupt and a
void election.

9. Refolued, That a bill be brought in for dif-
abling the faid borough of Stockbridge to fend
burgefles to ferve in parliament for the future.

Anp the faid bill was brought in the fame
feflion, and read a firft and fecond time, and com-
mitted.

gth February, 1693. 10. A petition of the
bailiff and inhabitants of the faid borough of
Stockbridge was prefented to the houfe and
read, praying that the bill may be withdrawn,
and that the ancient frame and contftitution of
the faid borough, in fending members to parlia-
ment, may not be altered.

Refolved, That the faid petition be rejected.

Eodem
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Eodem Die, 11. ANOTHER petition of the
bailiff and inhabitants of the town of Stock-
~ bridge, praying to be heard by their counfel
againft the faid bill, was alfo rejected.

12. Anp the bill was afterwards engrofled,
and read a third time; but on the third reading
the queftion being put that the bill do pafs,

It paffed in the negative, and afterwards,

April ¢gth, 1694. A motion being made, and
the queftion being put, that a warrant be now
dire@ted to the clerk of the crown to make out
a new writ for the ele@ing a burgefs to ferve in
this prefent parliament for the borough of
Stockbridge, in the county of Southampton, in
the room of Richard Whitchead, Efq.

It éaﬂ'ed in the negative.

PoriTicaL ANECDOTE.
In a penfion lift publithed in the reign of
Charles 11. there appears the following extraor-

_ dinary paragraph :
Sir



78 CHRISTCHURCH,

Sir Robert Howard (member for Stocks
bridge), auditor of the receipts of the exchequer,
3000 pounds per amnum. Many great places'and
boons he has had; but his wh— uphil, fpends all,
and now refufes to marry him.

CHRISTCHURCH.

PoriticaL CHaracTER. There does not
appear upon the journals of the houfe of com-
mons any refolution refpefling the right of
eletion in this borough; but Brown Willis, and
cvery other parliamentary writer, ftates it to be
in the inhabitants houfeholders, paying fcot
and lot. The corporation have however af-
fumed to themfelves the exclufive right for a
number of years, without any oppofition from
the inhabitants, and exercife it at prefent with
wonderful addrefs and management.

Epwarp Hoorrr, Efq. of Horne Court, near
this borough, fenior commiffioner of the cuftoms,
has for near fifty years had the controling in-
tereft of this corporation, the dire&ion of which
he has lately furrendered to lord Malmefbury.

' But
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But Mr. Rofe of the treafury, in imitation of his
predeceflor John Robinfon, at Harwich, has,
fince his purchafe of the eftate at Cufnells, in
the New Foreft, conceived it convenient to re-
alife a fimilar influence, ahd has accordingly
direfled the treafury artillery againft the elec-
tors of Chriftchurch. A furrender was foon ob-
tained, and a capitulation agreed on, by which
Mr. Rofe is allowed the nomination of one of
its members. Should any two gentlemen, how-
ever, think proper to offer themfelves at a fu-
ture vacancy on the right of the inhabitarits, and
take the fenfe of a committee of the houfe of
commons by petition, on the validity of their
claim of fuffrage, there is the beft founded pre-
fumption of fuccefs, as they have not contrary
refolutions of former committees to combat, as in
the cafes of Pomfret and Poole, but a clear and
diftin& right eftablilhed by prefcription, and
oppofed only by an arbitrary monopoly, fanc-
tioned by a corrupt ufage of a fhort period.

RicaT or EiecTioN. In the inhabitants
houfeholders, paying fcot and lot; but at prefent
affumed and exercifed by the corporation exe

clufively.
Ax-
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ANCIENT STATE AND REPRESENTATION. This
town was anciently called Twenambourne, from
its being fituated at the conflux of the rivers .
Avon and Stour, near the place where they fall
into Chriftchurch-bay, and has received its pre-
fent name from the dedication of its church to
Chrift. It firft fent to parliament 13 Elizabeth,
for although it was fummoned 35 Edward I. and
2 Edward I1. the bailiff made no return to either
Pprecept.

CorroraTioN—confifts of a mayor, a recorder,
aldermen, bailiffs, and a common council.

NumBER oF VOTERS-—24.

RerurNING Orricer—The mayor.

Patrons—Lord Malmefbury and George
Rofe, Efg. '

MAYOR OoF CARISTCHURCH.

. It was determined, in the cafe of the mayor

of Chriftchurch, in the King’s Bench (Stra.

1090) that a bare fwearing in, and afling, does

not make a man an officer, de fabo, and that une

lefs there is fome form of ele®ion he is a mere
ufurper.

: LYMING.
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LYMINGTON.

Poriticar Cuaracter. The corporation
in this borough, confifting of the mayor and
burgefles, have the exclufive right of the elec-
tion of members of parliament, and are all
under the influence of Sir Harry Burrard, Bart.
-by whofe means the majority of them have ob-
tained a number of thofe benevolences, which
render them indeed obnoxius to Mr. Crewe’s
bill ; but are, notwithﬁanding that, liberally dif-
tributed by the treafury amongﬁ the immacu-
“late boroughs.

AncienT RepresentaTION. The firft return
of members from this place was 27 Elizabeth.

CorporaTioN, This ancient borough isa cor-
poration by prefcription, confifting of a titular
mayor, aldermen, and burgefles, without limita-
tion; the mayor is annually chofen by the bur-
geéfles, within and without the borough, and
fworn at the court-leet of the lord of the
manor.

' Vor. IL G Ricut
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Ricur or ELicTION.

O&ober 29, 1691.  Refolved, That the mayor
and burgeffes of Lymington have only a right
to clect a burgefs to ferve in parliament for that

Fan. 18, 1695. Refolved, That the right of
eleing burgefles to ferve in parliament for the
borough of Lymington is not in the mayor, bur-
gefles, and commonalty of the faid borough, pay~
ing fcot and lot.

Refolved, That the right of eletting members
to ferve in parlisment for the faid borough of
Lymington, is only in the mayor and burgeffes of
Lymington, exclufive of the commonalty, pay-
ing fcot and lot, '

Fan. 11, 1710. Refolved, That the right of
cleGtion of burgefles to ferve in parliament for
" the borough of Lymington, in the county of
Southampton, is not in the mayor, burgefles,
and inhabitants of the faid borough not receiv-
ing alms.

Refolved,
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Refolved, That the right of cletion of burgefies

to ferve in parliament for the borough of Ly-
mingtoh, in the county of Southampton, is in
the mayor and burgefles of the faid borough

only.

NuMBER oF VOTERS—80.
ReTUuRNING oFFICER—The mayor.

YARMOUTH, ISLE OF WIGHT.

PoriticaL CuaracTEr. Contains about 50
houfes, cottages included. The right of elec-
tion is in the capital and free burgeflds. The
free burgefles are chofen from the capital bur-

gefles, and are unlimited by the conftitution of
' the borough; but at prefent there are only
nine.

Mr. Holmes and Mr. Jervois Clarke Jer-
vois, have each their friends and dependants as
burgefles; and by mutual compa& have agreed
that each fhall nominate one of the two mem-
bers.  The capital burgeffes are equally divided
hetween the two parties, as follows:

* Gz No. 1.



84 'YARMOUTH.

No. 1. Mr. Holmes. )
2. His brother in law.

g. ————— His own brother.

4. ~———————— His brother in law,

§. ————— His fon in law.

6. ————— The recorder of Newport.
7. Mr. Jervois.

8. A clergyman who has good
preferment by means of
) Mr. Jervois’ intereft.
9, 10. —————— Mr. Jervois’ friends live
in London,
11, 12, ‘Do live in or near Ha-

vant.

FREE BURGESSES.

Nao, 1. A near relation of Mr. Holmes.
2. A gentleman of Wiltfhire.
3, 4. Doubtful if living— connefted with
No. 3.

Formerly a tenant to lord Holmes.

Ditto, and now to Mr. Holmes.

Do. '

A barber and flopfeller, the only refident.

Colle&tor of the falt duties in Chefhire,

formerly in the Ifle of Wight.

v PN O

THESE
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Thesk free burgefles are of old ftanding, and,
will got be made capital.—Formerly they were,
many (the number being unlimited), but in the
year 1756, after a difpute between Mr. Holmes
and Mr. Jervois, and the Leigh family of North
Court in the ifland (of which Mr. Jervois’s,
lady was a part), a compromife took place, by
which it was ftipulated that a_great number of
free burgefles, then newly made, thould be dis-
franchifed, which was accordingly done; that
each party fhould thenceforth name one mem-
ber ; and, to keep the interefts even, whenever
a capital burgefs fhould die, the fide to' which
he belonged fhould immediately nominate -
another perfon to be a free burgefs, and
then make him capital, as the charter’ pre-
{cribes.

Frowm this ftate of faflsit is plain, that the
four members of Newport and Yarmouth are
returned by only two perfons; three by Mr.
Holmes, with the minifter’s affiftance, and one
by Mr. Jervois. The members for Newtown
are chofen at prefent by four perfons; in ‘all
fix members by fix eleftors only ; and this fmall
body may be further diminifhed by an union

of
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of interefts in the borough of Newtown, between
the Worfley family and Mr. Holmes; in which
cafe four men would return fix perfons to repre.
fent them in parliament. If this upadorned re-
cital does not imprefs on the mind the fulleft
convi&ion of the abfolute neceffity of fome re-
form in the reprefentation, it is furely fair to
conclude, that the utmoft power of reafon and
eloquence would be exerted in vain.

AnciaNT RapriseNTaTION. This borough,
in conjunction with Newport, both of which are
in the Ifle of Wight, fent firft to parliament 23
Edward 1. and although it was again fummoned,
in this reign no return was made for it, or any
place in this ifland, until 27 Elizabeth,

CorporaTION confifts of a mayor and twelve
burgefles, according to a charter granted in the
nth of James I.

Ricur or erxcrion, April 11th, 1717, Res
Jolved, ‘Thag the bye-law made the 21ft of Sept.
1670, by the mayor and five chief burgefies of
Yarmouth in the Ifle of Wight, being the major
part of the chigf burgeffes then exifting for
ele@ing free burgefles by the magor and five

chief burgeffes, was a good bye-law.
‘ , 19 Jan,
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19 Fan. 1769, Refolved, That Thomas Grimes,
Efg. being cleCted a chief burgefs during the
pretended mayoralty of John Leigh, Efq.
whom the houfe refolved was not legally elected
a chicf burgels of the faid borough, and was
therefore incapable of being ele@ted mayor of the
faid borough, on the 21t of September 1764.

Refolved, That the Rev, Dr. Walker, and the
Rev. Mr. John Ogtlander, being elected chief bur-
geffes’ during the pretended "mayoralty of the
faid Thomas Grimes, were not legal chief bur.
geffes of the faid borough.

Refolved, That the clection of the twenty-five
free burgefles, objected to by the counfel for the
petitioners, eleCed during the prefent mayoralty
of the faid Thomas Grimes, Efq. at an affembly,
in which the faid Dr. Walker and Mr. Oglander
attended, and voted as two of the five chief
burgeffes in the election of the faid twenty bur.
gefles, was illegal and void,

NUMBER OF VOTERS—(O,
RervrNINGg orricerR—The Mayor.

NEWTON,
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NEWTON, ox NEWTOWN.,
. PorrticaL CrarAcTER.—Isa decayed place,
containing only about ten cottages, and of
* courfe very few inhabitants. The rightofeletion
is attached to 39 borough lands, or burgage
tenures. One eleflor only refides in the place ;
the- burgage tepures are in the following hands,
the real owners convey them to their relation‘s,
friends, or dependants for life; but in confi-
dence to vote as dire€led by them. The num«
ber has been increafed to 39 by fpliting g;
which are:therefore conceived not to be good

yotes,

Sir, Richard Wmﬂey (of thefe g are fpht) *12
Sir Fitz-W illiam Barrington . 8
Mr. Holmes (of thefe 1 are {plit) 7

Sir William Oglander, as truftee. for William
the fon, of Edward Meyx Worﬂey, Efq.

(3 fplit) . 3
Sir William Oglander 9

® Two of thefe were fold by lord Edgecumbe to Sir
Richard Worfley in 1782 for 1000 guineas, though only twa
decayed cottages.
e John
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John Urry, Efq.

’The Coheirs of John Leigh, Efq.
Maurice Biffett, Efq.

The heir of Robert Pope Blachford, Efg,
‘William Hill, Efq.

‘William Harvey, a hulbandman

e
O | ™ o m om W

’

From whence we may fee that the number of
atual voters is about 33. The revenue of-
ficers bill has taken off one vote only.

Sir Richard Worfley and Sir Fitz William
Barrington are at prefent united; and it is
evident, that with the affitance of Mr. Blach-
ford, who is fon in law to the latter, and any
one other perfon, they have a decifive ma-
jority.

ANcieNyT RzpresentaTioN. This fmall bo-

rough never fent to parliament until the 27th of
Elizaberh.

CorporaTION. None. It has however a
titular mayor, and 12 burgeffes, chofen by the

Jord of the manor,
RiIGHT
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RIGHT oOF ELECTION, April 22, 1729. Res
folved, That the right of eletion of burgeffes to
ferve in parliament for the borough of New-
town in the Ifle of Wight, in the county of
Southampton, is in the mayor and burgeffes of
the faid borough, having borough lands within
the faid borough,

NuMBER OF VOTERS—93.
ReTUurRNING orricER—The Mayor,

POLITICAL ANECDOTE,

In the penfion lift of Charles II. this para<
graph appeared—Sir John Holmes, Sir Ro-
bert’s brother, and member for Newtown, a
cowardly, baffled fea-captain, twice boxed, and
onice whippetl with a dog-whip; was chofen in
the night without the head officer of the town;
and but one burgefs prefent ; yet voted this laft
feflion, and will be re-cle¢ted.

NEWPORT.

PorrticaL Cuaracter. This borough was
formerly under the influence of the father of the
prefent duke of Bolton, at whofe deceafe the late

3 lord

i ]
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lord Holmes, of the kitgdom of Ireland, took the
lead of the corporation, ard held it during his
life. Upon the demife of that nobleman, the in-
tereft defcended with his eftate to his nephew, the
Rev. Leonard Troughear, who has fince taken
the furname of Holmes, and is the prefent patron
of the borough. This borough contains about
500 houfes, and between 2 and goco inhabi-
tants ; out of the moft difcreet and fubfiantial
of whom the charter dire@s, that the corpora-
tion, confifting of 12 aldermen and 12 burgefes,
fhall be chofen, in the following manner, viz.
That when a vacancy happens in the court of al-
dermen, one of the 12 burgefles be elefted to
fucceed him; and that his place be filled by tak-
ing a new burgefs from among the inhabitants,
In this corporation, confilting of 24 members, the
right of ele@ing the members of parliament for
the town is vefted. One who was an officer in
the cuftoms was disfranchifed by a late a&t, and
17 only, at moft, of the ele&ors are refident,

Tut following is a lift of the members of the
gorporation.
ALDERM}:N,' 1.
1.- The Mayor.

. The Recorder. A mafter in chancery,and
com-
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commiffioner of taxes; a place worth 5o0l. per
annum.

3. An Apothecary in the town ; not on the beft
terms with the mayor.

4. An Attorney ; brother-in-law to the may-
or, but not at prefent on his fide.

5. Brother to the mayor; a commiffioner of
the lottery.

6. Has a Gunner’s pay in one of the caftles
on the ifland.

7. A Clergyman ; chaplain to the governor;
a finecure.

8. A Mercer in Newport.

9. Hasa Gunner’s pay.

10. The fame.

11. Nephew to the mayor.

12. A Brewer in the town.

BuRrcGEssEs, 12.

1. A Land-furveyor in the Cuftoms at Cowes.

2. A Captain in the Navy ; married a niece of
the recorder’s,

3. A relation of the mayor’s ; captain in the
South Hants militia.

4. A Carpenter.

6 An
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5- An Innkeeper in the town.

6. A Taylor in ditto ; deputy-keeper under
the mayor of the foreft of Parkhurft, in the ifland.

7. Latea Schoolmatfter in the town.

8. Has a Gunner’s pay.

g- Captain of the Ifle of Wight mlhua.

10. An Apothecary.

11. Son to the Alderman, No. 8. o

12. Son-in-law to the Mayor, and Steward to
the Governor of the Ifle.

~ Tur Aldermen, No. 1, 2, 5, & 11, and [the
burgefles, No. 1, 2, 3, 4, & 12, do not at prefent
live in Newport, nor did they, but for a few
months previous to their feveral eleftions ; when
by taking houfes, and paying to the rates, they
made themfelves inhabitants, fuch as the charter
defcribes, viz. the moft difcreet and fubftantial,

AN ANECDOTE

Occurs in the hiftory of this borough, which
deferves to be recorded in charaéters of gold.—.
On the death of the late lord Holmes; a very
powerful attempt was made by Sir Wm. Oglan-
der, and fome other neighbouring gentlemen, to
deprive his lordfhip’s nephew and fucceffor, the

prefent
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prefent Rev. Mr. Troughear Holmes, of hisin-
fluence over this corporation. - The number of
that body was at that time fwenty-three, thete be-
ing one vacancy amongft the aldermen, occafion-
ed by the recent death of lord Holmes. Eleven
of them continued firm to the intereft of the ne-
phew, and the fame number was equally eager
to transfer that intereft to Sir Wm. Oglander and
the Worfley family. A Mr. Taylor of this
town, one of the burgefles, withheld his declarg~
tion, and as his vote would decide the balance of
future influence, it was imagined that he only fuf~
pended it for the purpofe of private advantage.
Agrecable to that idea, he was edgerly fought by
the agents of each party. The firft who applied
is faid to have made him an offer of g000l. Mr.
Taylor had aBually made up his mind to have
voted with this party ; but the moment his inte-
grity and independence were attacked, he re-
verfed hisdetermination, and refolved to give
his fuffrage on the oppofite fide. That party,
.hawever, like their opponents, being ignorant
of the favour defigned them, and of the accident
to which they owed it, affailed him with a2 more
advaniag:eous offer. He informed them that he
bad but juft formed the refolution, in confe-
quence
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quence of a fimilar iafult from their adverfaries,
of giving them his fupport ; but fince he bad dif-
covered that they were both aiming at power
by the fame means, he was determined to vote
for neither of them : and to put himfelf out of
the power of further temptation, he refolved to
~ refign his gown as a burgefs of the corporation;
which he accordingly did the next day.

ANCIENT STATE AND REPRESENTATION. It
is an ancient borough by prefcription, and, as
before fpoken of in Yarmouth, fent 23d of
Edward I. and did ceafe fending until 27 Eliz.

CorroraTION. Bye-charter of the 13th of
Charles II. Newport is governed by a mayor,
cleven aldermen, and twelve burgefles.

RiGHT oF ELEcTION—I]s in the mayor, eleven
aldermen, and twelve burgeffes.

" NUMBER.OF VOTERS—24.

REeTURNING oFFICER—The Mayor.
PA'rl_ton—Rev. Leonard Troughear Holmes.

WIN-
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WINCHESTER.

PoriticaL CuaracTer. Although this city
has above a thoufand houfes, its reprefentation
does not extend beyond the corporation, whofe
number is indefinite; but they feldom exceed
 fourfcore, the majority of whom are hon-refident.
This ancient and opulent city may therefore be
faid to be reprefented by two members, chofen
by ﬁ.ﬁy individuals colle&ted from various parts
of the country, whofe only conne&ion with the
place is that of having obtained the name of
Jreemen, from the fiat of the mayor and alder-
men.

THe influence was formerly with the duke of
Bolton; but for the laft twenty ycars it has been
affumed by the late duke of Chandos, and Henry
Penton, Efq. letter-carrier to his majefty. Since
the death of the duke of Chandos, his fhare of
the influence has been directed by Mr. Leigh, of
Stoneleigh, in Oxfordfhire, who is the prefent
high fteward, arid Mr. Penton the prefent ‘re-
corder.

AN-
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Ancient STATE AND ReprEsENTATION.  This
tity is faid to have been the metropolis of the
Britifh Belg®, and is generally allowed to be the
Vente Belgarum of the Romans; it was called by
the Saxons Wintoncafter, from the Britith name
Gwent-caer, compounded of Gwen or Gwin,
white, and Caer a city; a name it probably ac-
quired from its fituation among hills of chalk
or whitith clay. This city had formerly thirty-
two parith churches, ‘of which only fix are now
remaining. It is fuppofed by fome to have
been built 960 years before the Chtiftian zra,
and the place where the Romans had afterwards
looms to weave cloth for the emperors and their
army; and king Athelftone granted it the pri-
+ vileges of fix mints for the coinage of money.
This city fent to parliament &b origine.

CorproraTiON. Here are, by queen Elizabeth’s
charter, a mayor, recorder, fix aldermen, two bai-
* liffs, and twenty-four common councilmen.

Ricut or Eiection. The members are
clected by the corporation.
NUMBER or VOTERS—60,

RETORNING OoPFICERS—The Bailiffs.
Patrons—Duchefs of Chandos and Henry

Penton, Efq.
Vor. 11, H POLI-
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POLITICAL ANECDOTE.
In a penfion lift of Charles IL the following
. ancedote appears: Sir Robert Holmes, member
for Winchefter, firft an Irith livery boy, then a
highwayman, now bathaw of the Ifle of Wight,
got in boons, and by rapine, 100,000/.—The
curfed beginner of the two Dutch wars.

ANDOVER

~ PoriTicaL CuaracTer. The corporation
of this town, like that of Chriftchurch, have af-
fumed the exclufive privilege of eleftion, but
with much better pretenfions than the latter, as
they have the fan&ion of a refolution of the
houfe of commons, of the 1ft of April, 1689,
and again confirmed the 28th of January, 1702. .
The corporation conlifts of twelve capital bur-
gefles, from amongft whom, a bailiff and two
other magiftrates are annually chofen, and
twelve affiftant burgefles. They have alfo a high
fleward, recorder, and town clerk. '

Tue inhabitants of this town, who are nu-
meérous, there being upwards of fix hundred
houles,

8




boufes, have never fubmitted but with regret,
and the firongeft oppofition, to the deprivation
of their rights, which they had exercifed till
1689, and were than disfranchifed by one of
thofe arbitrary refolutions of the houfe of com-
mons, which brought their decifions into fuch
general difrepute, as to give life to the -Gren-
ville a®, which is a fecurity to the’ country
againft future encroachments of the people’s
rights; but, alas! it does not remove from the
journals thofe numerous refolutions of disfran-
chifement, which affe& not only this town, but
the towns of Banbury, Beaumaris, Bewdley,
and above a hundred more, together with the
popular cities of Bath, Salifbury, Winchefter,

&c. &c. &c. Had the afls of the tenth, . .

eleventh, and twenty-cighth of George III.
better known by the name of the Grenville afts,
repealed, or-caufed to be expunged, all the re~
folutions of the houfe of commons, refpetting
the right of elefion in cities, towns corporate,
boroughs, cinque-ports, &c. and then left the
queftion of right open to a committee of the
houfe of commons, conftituted as that a&t di-
refts, and fubjet to an appeal, as is enalted in
the laft mentioned ftatute, thisintolerable griev-

H 2 ~ ance
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ance might in time have been corre@ed, and tlie
large and popular towns and cities, at leaft, have

been reftored to their natural and conftitutional
privileges.

THe political annihilation of cities and towns,
fuch as Ely, Manchefter, Leeds, &c. which for-
merly fent members to parliament, and the li-
mitation of the right of franchife to the corpo-
rations of others, has reduced the conftitution
to a wreck, the reprefentation to a form, the
fubftance to a thadow; and it is now impoffible
to reftore it to its eflence, vigour, and purity,
but by a radical, effe€tual and univerfal re-
form.

THEe patrons of this corporation, who have
the nomination of their members, are the earl
of Portfmouth, their high fteward, and Jofhua
Iremonger, of Wharewel, Efq,

ANcIENT STATE AND REPRESENTATION. This
borough derives its name from being fituated on
a fmall river called the Ande; it having fent
burgefles to all the parliaments of Edward I. and

. and alfo 1 Edward II. and ceafed fending until

27 Elizabeth. ‘
, Cor-
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CorroraTioN. This town, it is faid, had its
firft charter from king John, but was laft incor-
porated by queen Elizabeth, and is governed by
a bailiff, a fteward, a recorder, two juftices, nine
capital burgeffes, and twelve affiftants, who an-
nually cheofe the bailiff, and the bailiff appoints
two ferjeants at mace to atrend him.

- Ricat or ELkction. In the bailiff and fe-
lect number of burgefles only, 1ft April, 1689.

Fan. 28, 1702, Refolved, That the right of
eleGtion of burgefles to ferve in parliament for
the borough of Andover, in the county of
Southampton, is in the bailiff, and fele&t num-
ber of burgefies only,

March 7, 1727, Refolved, That the approved
men and burgeffcs of the borough of Andover
(in com. Southampton), who have petitioned
this houfe, complaining of an undue election and
return-for the faid borough, and that their votes
were refufed by the bailiff, be at liberty to
withdraw the faid petition,

‘ NUMBER OF VOTERS—24,
ReTUurRNING ornvcxx—The Bailiff.
~ Patrons—Earl of Portfmouth and Jofhua

Iremonger, Efq.
) BriBERY,
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. BRIBERY.

March 17, Refolved, That the eleGors of the
‘borough of Andover (in com. Southampton),
have endeavoured corruptly to fet to fale the
election of a burgefs to ferve in this parliament
for the faid borough,

Refolved, That the lending of money, upon any
 fecurity, to a corporation which fend members
to parliament, and remitting the intereft of the
fame with intent to influence the election of fuch
corporation, is an unlawful and dangerous prac-
tice.

WHITCHURCH.

Poriticar Cuaracter. Thisborough is the
joint property of lord vifcount Sydney and lord
vilcount Middleton, of the kingdom of Ireland;
the freeholds which give the right of voting,
being conveyed by thofe noblemen to their re-
fpe@tive friends, for the purpofe of performing
the ceremonies of an eleftion. The number of
freeholds are about feventy, but the aétual nym-
ber of eleftors cannot be faid to be more than
two,

ANCIENT'
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ANCIENT STATE AND RePRESENTATION. This -
is a borough by prefcription, and firft fent
members to parliament the 27th of Elizabeth.

CorporaTioN—None. Here is, however, a ti-
tular mayor, annually chofen at a court-leet of the
dean and chapter of Winchefter, who are lords
of the manor.

RiGgHT or Evection. Dec. 21, 1708. Re-
Jolved, That the right of eletting burgefles to
ferve in parliament for the borough of Whit-
church, in the county of Southampton, is in the
frecholders only of lands and tenements, in right
of themfelves or their wives, not fplit fince the
alt of the feventh and eighth years of the reign
of king Willjam.

NuwMmBER oF VoTERS—70.

RerurNING Orricer—The Mayor.

PaTrons—Lord Sidney and Lord Vifcount
Middleton,

PETERSFIELD.

Porrticar Cuaracter.  The right of elec-
tion in this borough being in the freeholders of
lands, or ancient dwelling-houfes or fhambles,

buile



104 " PRTERSFIELD,

built upon ancient foundations within the faid
borough, being all the property of W. Jolliffe,
Efq. the nomination of the members is folely in
himfelf.—This gentleman’s political charafler is
too well known to need any animadverfion from
us.

Ancient RepresentaTION. This borough
firft fent members to parliament 35 of Edw. L.
but made no other return until the time of
Edward V]. '

CorroraTiON., This town was incorporated
by queen Elizabeth, and governed by a mayor
and commonalty. Yet it has given up all its
‘privileges to the family of the H'émbogrowg now
defcended to Mr. Jolliffe, who is lord of the
manor, and at whofe court the mayor is now
annually chofen. '

Rigur or ErectioNn. May 9, 1727. Mr.
Gibban (according to order) reported from the
committee,

Refolved, That it is the opinion of this com-
mittee, that the right of election of burgefes
to ferve in parliament for the borough of Petersy

- | ficld,
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ficld, in the.county of Southampton, is in the
frecholders of lands, or ancient dwelling-houfes
or fthambles, or dwelling-houfes or fhambles,
built upon ancient foundations within the faid
borough.—Agreed to by the houfe. -

NuMBER OF voréké—l 54.
RiTURNING oFrIcER—The titular Mayor,
Patron—William Jolliffe, Efg.

Cask or BriBery.

O~ Thyrfday the 16th of November, the
epmmittee being met, the petition of Mr.
Luttrel was read, the entry of which in the
joumals is verbatim, as follows; -

04. 31,1775. A petition of the Hon. John
Luttrel was read, fetting forth, that at the laft
glection of members to ferve in parliament, for
the borough of Petersfield, Sir Abraham Hume,
Baronet, high theriff for the county of Hereford, |
William Jolliffe, Efq. and the petitioner, were
candidates, and that the faid Sir Abraham Hume
and William Jolliffe, by themfelves and their
agents, after the diffolution of the laft pa‘\rlia,-
ment, and the iffuing of the writ for the election,
and previous to and during the poll, by them~

' ' felves
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felves and their agents, and by other ways and
means, on the behalf, and at the charge of the
faid Sir Abraham Hume and William Jolliffe,
did give, prefent, and allow to the electors of
the faid borough, and to feveral perfons who
had or claimed a right to vote in the eleftion
for the faid borough, money, meat, drink, re-
ward, entertainments, and provifion, in order
to procure themfelves to be elected for the faid
borough, in open defiance of the law; and that
the faid Sir Abraham Hume and William
Jolliffe, previous to, and during the poll, were
guilty of bribery and corruption, and attempt-
ing to bribe and corrupt thofe who had a right
to vote in the faid clection, in order to procure
themfelves to be returned as perfons duly ele&t-
ed; and that James Showell, pretending to be
the mayor of the faid borough, acted partially
and unfairly in the execution of his office, asa
returning officer, during the {aid poll, in reject-
ing good votes for the petitioner, and admitting
bad ones for the faid Sir Abraham Hume and
William Jolliffe, and in many other refpects;
and that, by the faid and other undue means, the
faid Sir Abraham Hume and William Jolliffe
obtained a majority of votes on the poll, and

were
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were returned accordingly to ferve in parlia-
ment for the faid borough, in prejudice of the
petitioner (who was duly eleted, and ought to
have been returned), and the legal ele¢tors of
the faid borough, and in open defiance of the
law and freedom of clettions; and therefore
praying the houfe to take the premifes into con-
fideration, and to grant him fuch relief thcre-
in as fhall, upon examination, appear to be
Jutt.

The counfel for the petitioner opened the cafe,
by objeéting to Sir Abraham Hume, that being
high fheriff for the county of Hertford at the
time of the election, he was ineligible ; and that
notice thereof having been given to the retum-
ing officer and to the clectors, the votes given
to him were thrown away :

To both the fitting members, That they had
been. guilty of corrupting the voters by gifts
and promifes, after the vacancy and iffuing out
of the writ, by which means the election of them
was void by virtue of the ftatute of king Wil-
liam*.

* , William III. ¢. 4.
AFTER
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! [}
ArTER fome converfation, between the coun.
fel of both parties on the above fuhjeft, the
committee :

Refolved, That the counfel be not permitted
to argue the point of the ineligibility of Sir
Abraham Hume as high fheriff of the county of
Hertford, the fame incligibility not being an
allegation in the petition.

Tue counfel for the petitioner then called
three or four witnefles, to prove that gifts and
promifes had been made by Mr. Jolliffe, in the
“prefence, and with the concurrence of the other
fitting member. In their opening, they did not
allege that they could on this ground bring the
majbrity of votes againft either of the fitting
members to be in favour of Mr. Luttrel; the
objed, therefore, of the evidence, was to make
the election void as to one or both. In the
courfe of this evidence one John Newman was
called, to prove a declaration made to him by
one John Blackftone, a voter, about having the
promife of a houfe from Mr, Jolliffe for his
vote.

Ox
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Ox the part of the fitting members this evi-
«dence was objected to.

It was faid, that although the declaration (not
upon oath) of a perfon who cannot be obliged to
be a witnefs on the fubjeét himfelf, is admifftble
in evidence to affe@ fuch perfon, yet it is not
admiffible as againft a third party; and that as
the counfel for the petitioner had not faid that
they meant to difqualify voters, but only to affet
the fitting members perfonally by promifes, gifts,
&ec. which they had made, the evidence would
not be admitted for that purpofe.

It was anfwered by the counfel for the peti-
tioner, that they were not obliged to anticipate
the intent and purpofe of the evidence they
produced; that what they now offered, was cer-
tainly competent in an eleCtion caufe ; and that
the committee, after they fhould hear it, would
Judge to what ufe it ought to be applied.

THE committee, after deliberation,

Refolved, That the evidence offered could not
be admitted in fupport of any charge againft Sir
Abraham Hume or Mr. Jolliffe.

Tus
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Tue counfel for the petitioner then faid, they
would afk the fame queftions with a view to dif
qualify Brackftone;

Which they were allowed to do.

Ox Thurfday the 16th of November, being
the fame day on which the caufe was heard, the
committee, by the chairman, informed the houfe
that they had determined,

THAT the two fitting members were duly
clected. '

HEREFORDSHIRE.

Porrticar. CHARAcCTER.

THE ariftocratic influence which prevails in
this county, is that of the earl of Oxford, who
fends one of the members to parliament. James
Walwyn, Efq. one of the members for the city
of Hereford, in conjun&tion with Sir George
Cornwall, Bart. nobly attempted, in the year
1775, to get the better of that intereft ; but they

- were
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were fuccefsful only in part: Sir George Corn-
wall was ele@ed by the independent intereft,
‘and Mr. Harley by the influence of the earl of
Oxford. :

AncieNt Stati. This county received its
name from the city of Hereford ; in the time of
the Romans, this county, Radnorfhire, Breck-
nockfhire, Monmouththire, and Glamorganthire,
were inhabited by the Salures, a ftout, bold, and
warlike people, who long oppofed the Roman
power under Caractacus their king, being made
defperate by Claudius, declaring they fhould be
. totally exterminated. They were, however, at
length defeated by Aulus Plautius, and had their
king Caratacus taken and fent to Rome, where
he was led in triumph. But they were not en-
tirely fubdued until the reign of Vefpafian, when
a Roman legion being placed among them pre-
vented a revolt.,

THis county continued under the jurifdiction
of the Britoas for feveral centuries, after the
Saxons eftablithed themfelves in this ifland ; but
at laft, after they had fettled their feven king-
doms, it was fubdued by a king of Mercia, who

‘ annexed
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annexed it to his own dominions. It was afteix
wards haraffed by the Welfh, on whofe country
it borders; on which account Offa, king of
Mercia, thought it neceflary to make a broad
ditch, 1oe miles long, called Offa’s dyke, in
order to divide it from Wales; fome traces of
‘which are ftill vifible. The county was alfo
fortified with no lefs than twenty-eight caftles;
the greateft part of which are now entirelv de~
molithed. However, all thefe precautions did
not hinder the Welfh from making inroads, par-
ticularly in 1056, ten years before the reign of
William I.  Griffin, king of South-Wales, in-
vaded this county, and dcfeated the Englifh two
miles from Hereford. The Normans however
foon conquered it, for they obtained poffeflion
of it almoft immediately after the conqueft.

Witn refpe to the divifion of Hereford-
fhire, it contains eleven hundreds, in which are
one city, and feven market towns, viz. the city
of Hereford, Bromyard, Leominfter, Ledbury,
Kington, Pembridge, Weobley, and Rofs. Itis
in the province of Canterbury and diocefe of

Hereford, and includes 176 parifhes, 15,060
houfes,
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houfes, and 95,600 inhabitants. It fends eight
members to parliament, .two for the county, two
for the city of Hereford, two for the borough of
Leominfter, and two for that of Weobley.

HEREFORD.

PoriticaL CuaracTer. This city, like the
county, is divided between ariftocracy and in-
dependence.---The duke of Norfolk’s intereft
returns one member, and the independent part
the other. The influence which the duke has
in this borough, arifes from his muﬁagc with
the heirefs of the Scudamore family, (by whom
his Grace is put into the poffefion of an eftate
of ten thoufand pounds per annum, and Holme’
Lacey, the ancient family feat near this city)
dnd from that popularity to which his eminent
talents and affable manners fo juftly entitle
him.

ANCIENT STATE AND REPRESENTATION. The
name of this city is purely Saxon, fignifying the
ford of an army, which perfefly agrees with its
fituation ; it ftanding on the Wye, which falls

Vou. II. 1 into
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into’ the Severn, and farms part, of the barrier
between England and Wales. As the two na-
tions were' almoft conftantly at war with each
other, this town was generally the head-quarters
of fuch Saxon or Englifh forces as were ftationed
in the country ; and here both armjes probably
forded the river when they pafled out of Eng-
land into Wales, or out of Wales into England.
Some, however, have fuppofed the name of
Hereford to h;ve been derived from Ercinna,
the ancient Britith name of the county, and
others have imagined that both the Britith and
Saxon names were derived from Ariconium, an
ancient town near this place, mentioned by An~
toninus, which is faid to have been deftroyed by
an earthquake, and Hereford to have been built
in its room.

It is likewife thaught to have been founded
by king Edward the elder, though others fuppofe
that it arofe about the time when the Saxon
heptarchy was at its height, and firft became
confiderable, about the year 825, on account of
a church built here by Milfred, king of the
Mercians, to the memory of Ethelbert, king of
the Eaft Angles, who was murdered by the queen

of"
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of king Offa, while courting her daughter. This
church foon after became a cathedral, and Here-
ford was made the fee of a bifhop; but in
the reign of Edward the Confeffor, Griffin,
Prince of Wales, facked the city, deftroyed
the cathedral, and carried the bifhop away pri-
foner. Hence thijs city was, at the Norman in«
vafion, in ruins, and there were ngt above ong
hundred and three men within the city and
fuburbs ; the conqueror, however, rebuilt both -
the city and cathedral, and alfo erected a caftle,
which, though now in ryins, Leland fays, was
in his time the faireft, largeft, and ftrongeft in
England. This city has fent members to par-
liament, b origine.

CorporaTION. Confifts of a mayor and
twelve aldermen, a high fteward, a deputy
fteward, a recorder, and town clerk, with 31
common councilmen, among whom are reckon-
ed the mayor and § of the aldermen, by charter
of 17 James 1.

RicuT oF ELEcTiON—]n the Freemen.
NuMmBer or voTERs—Above 1200.
ReTurNING oFFIcER—The Mayor.
Patron—Duke of Norfolk, partially.

I2 LEOMIN-
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LEOMINSTER.

- PoritrcarCraracter. This borough, dur-
ing the lifetime of Chafe Price, Efq. of convivial
memory, was entirely under his influence and
mianagément.-.-He always contrived to get him-
felf, and a colleague in the intereft of govern-
ment, returned, from whom he procurcd not
only a large doaceur for himfelf, but alfo a
few trifling gratuities from adminiftration, for
thofe who wére the moft zealous in his caufe.
After his deceafe, Lord Bateman, who has been
the adherent of every adminiftration, became the
patron and manager of this borough, in which
charater he continued until the eve of the laft
general eleition, when the duke of Norfolk
firft attempted the eftablithment of an intereft.
Under his aufpices Richard Beckford, Efq. was
introduced.

THE corporation magiftrates having the ap-
pointment in themfelves of the overfeers, took
care that that office fhould be filled with their
own creatures, and thofe men thus appointed,
rcfufed, -as i the borough of Secaford, to rate

any
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any inhabitant who was adverfe to their own
‘ party. The perfons who had been thus treated,
appealed to that tribunal which had been the
primary caufe of an attempt to deprive them of
of their votes, and they of courfe- could meet
with no redrefs. They however derived, from
this appeal, the privilege of proving their rate-
ability to a committee of the houfe of commons,
who have, upon the petition of Mr. Beckford,
admitted every perfon, fo omitted by the over-
feers, to the full enjoyment of their political
franchife. But unlefs there be a law, prohibit-
ing the magiftrates and overfeers from atting in
this fcandalous and partial manner, or com-
mittees of the houfe of commons will infli&t ex-
emplary punifhments, the evil will not be done
away, and thofe unfortunate men, whofe interefts
or inclinations may induce them to clafh with thofe
of the magiftrates, will ftill be left without any
mode of redrefs, except that of petitioning the
the houfe of commons.

Tue numbers upon the poll at the laft elec-
tion were, for
John Hunter, Efq. 303
John Sawyer, Efq. 247

Richard Beckford, Efq. 235
An-
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ANCIENTSTATE AND REPRESENTATION. This
town is faid to have been originally called Mo-
nafterium Leonius, from a monaftery built by
king Mulvald, after he had fcen a lion in a vi-
fion ; others, however, fuppofe its prefent name to
be a corruption of Llan Lieni, which they fay is
received from the ancient Britons, in whofe lan-
guage it fignifies a church of Nuns. Others
again derive Lemfter from Linum, the Latin
name of flax, the country about it producing the
beft kind of that valuable plant. This borough
fent members to parliament 23 Edward I.

CorporaTioN. This town was incorporated
by queen Mary, and is governed by a high
fteward, a bailiff, a recorder, and twelve capital
burgefles, who choofe a bailiff and a town clerk.

RIGHT OF ELECTION.

Muareh 4, 1716. A petition of divers of the
inhabitants of the borough of Leominfter, in the
county of Hereford, was prefented to the houfe
and read, complaining of an undue election for
the faid borough. And a motion being made,
and the queftion being put, that the faid petition
be referred to the committee of privileges and
clections, and that they do examine the masger

N thereof,
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thereof, and report the fame with their opinion
thereupon to the houfe,

Iﬁ: pafled in the negative.
. Refolved, That the faid petition be rejected.

April 6, 1717. A petition of the inhabitants
and burgeffes of the borough of Leominfter, in
the county of Hereford, who have a right of vot-
~ ing for ele@ing members to ferve in parliament
Yor the faid borough, was prefented to the houfe
and read, complaining of an undue eleGtion and
return for the faid borough. -

Ordered, That the faid petition be referred to
the confideratiof® of the committee of privileges
and elettions, and that they do examine the mat-
ter thereof, and report the fame, with their op1~
nion thereupon, to the houfe.

April 16, 1725. Refolved, That the right of
¢lefion is in the bailiffs, capital burgefles, and
inhabitants, paying fcot and lot.

. NumMsEr or VoTirs—About 500.
~ ReTurNING Orrrcers—The Bailiffs.

PaTroN—Duke of Norfolk,
WEO.
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WEOBLEY.

PorrricaL cuaracTER. The right of elec-
tion in this borough being very fingular “in
the inhabitants of the ancient vote-houfes of
20s. per annum value and upwards, refiding
in the .faid houfes forty days before the days
of ele@ion, and paying fcot and lot; and
alfo in the owners of fuch ancient vote-houfes, -
paying fcot and lot, who fhall be refident
in fuch houfes at the time of eleétion,” hath
given'rife to very expenfive contefts. The
marquis of Bath, then lord Weymouth, and
the parifh officers in his intereft, refufed
to rate any perfons who prefumed to op-
pofe his lordfhip’s nomination; upon which the
aggrieved perfons applied to the court of king’s
bench, for a mandamus to oblige the parith of-
ficers to put them in the poor rates; when the
court came to the following very extraordinary
decifion, 19 George II. “ The court refufed to -
grant a mandamus direling to infert particular
perfons in the poor rate, upon affidavits of their
fufficiency, and being left out, to prevent their
having votes for parliamentary men; for that

the
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the remedy was by appeal; and this court never
went further, than to oblige the making the
rate without meddling with the queftion, wha -
is to be put in or left out, of which the parifh
officers are the proper judges, fubje& to an ap-
peal. The above nobleman has, however, to
avoid all future expences fince that time, bought
up all the ancient vote-houfes, fo that this bo-
rough is now entirely at his own difpofal.

ANcIENT STATE AND REPRESENTATION. This
is an ancient borough by prefcription; after it
had returned toall Edward I’s. feven parliaments,
it difcontinued fending until it was reftored, 15
Charles I. 1640, by the order from the houfe of
commons, «

RIGHT OF ELECTION.

March 3, 1736, Refolved, That the right of
cle&ion of burgefles for the borough of Weobley,
in the county of Hereford, is in the inhabitants
of the ancient vote-houfes of twenty thillings per
annum value, and upwards, refiding in the faid
houfes forty days before the day of elecion, and
paying fcot and lot; and alfo in the owners of
fuch ancient vote-houfes paying fcot and lot,

who
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who fhall be refident in fuch Houfes at the time
of the election. ’

. June 18, 1715. 'The queftion being put, that
Simon Gough and John Moor, having figned the
indenture of return, by which Charles Cornwall,
Efq. is returned a burgefs to ferve'in this prefent

parliament for the barough of Weobley, in the

county of Hereford, the houfe will proceed on
the petition of the faid Simon Gough and John
Moor, complaining of an undue eleion of the
faid Charles Cornwall, Efg.

It pafitd in the negative.

Nuwmser or Vorers—About 4.
Rerurning Orricers—The Conftables.
Parron—Marquis of Bath.

IN a.penfion lift publifhed in the reign of
Charles the Second, there appears the following
inftance of court corruption;

Sir Thomas Williams, king's chemift (and
member for Weobley), has got 40,000l by
making provecatives, &c. &c.!!!

HERT.
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HERTFORDSHIRE.

Poriticar CHARACTER, -

Tuis county has the fingular advantage of
maintaining its independence, which it has ne-
gletted no opportunity of exerting, when its own
dignity, or theinterefts of the country demanded
a difplay of it. A noble inftance of attachment
to the caufe of liberty, and to thofe who had the
zeal and integrity to {upport it, occurs in their
condu& to Mr. Cefar. Thisgentleman had uni-
formly oppofed the defpotic meafures of Sir Re-
bert Walpole, and having deranged his private
fortune, was arrefted and imprifoned for debt in
the King’s Bench, immediately upon the diffolu-
tion of parliamém. The day of eleétion, howe-

" ver, no fooner arrived, than the independent

frecholders repaired to Hertford in bodies, and at
their own expence, propofed Mr. Cefar, and
elefied him by a great majority. An exprefs
was inftantly difpatched to releafe him from his
confinement ; and he was the next day reftored to

his liberty, and to the fervice and affe€ions of
his
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his patriotic conftituents. An attempt was made,
at the laft eleftion, to introduce Mr. Hale to
the reprefentation of the coumty, under the pa-
tronage of the marquis of Salifbury and lord
vifcount Grimftone, but with very little fuccefs.
The numbers upen the poll being, for

William Plumer, Efg. 1831

William Baker, Efq. 1302

William Hale, Efq. 1031

Ancient sTaTe. Thisis an inland county,
extending thirty-three miles in length from eaft
to weft ; about thirty miles in breadth from north
to fouth; and one hundred and thirty miles in
circumference.

IN the time of the Romans, this county was
partly inhabited by the Trinobantes, partly by
the Cattieuchlani, and partly by the Cafii, a peo-
ple from whom the diftri@t, at prefent called
Caitho Hundred, in the fouth-weft divifion of the
county, derives its name, and through it paffed
three military ways, During the Saxon heptar-
chy, the Mercians, Eaft Saxons, and kings of
Kent, divided it amongft them, and did all in
their power to deftroy every veftige of antiquity,

that
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that future ages might be unable to difcover that
this county had been poffefled by any other na-
tion; yet, notwithftanding this, there are fill
here feveral remains of antiquity. When hep-
tarchy was reduced to one kingdom by king Eg-
bert, who was the firR Englith monarch, he divi-
ded the whole nation into thirty-five counties,
and called this Hertfordfhire, from Hertford, its
principal town. After the Danes had ravaged
England, king Alfred found it neceffary to di-
vide the counties into hundreds, and ordered that
they thould keep continual watch and ward to
prevent robberies ; and if any robbery was com-
mitted by day;light, the. hundred was appointed
to pay it; which cuftom is continued to this day.

HERTFORD TOWN.

PorrticaL cuaracTer.  The right of elec-
tion in this borough differing with all others, it
being in the inhabitants houfeholders, the free-
men refident, and in the freemen non-refident, but
the laft defcription muft not exceed the number
three, it becomes neceflary to remark thefe fin-
gularities, becaufe they point out an incurable
defe& in the prefent {yftem of parliamentary re-

prefcntation.
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prefontation. What conftitutes a good vote in’
one borough, makes a bad one in another. In
one place the freemen muft be refident, in ano-
ther, non-refidence gives the fame qualification.
Inone borough, 2 man obtains his freedom by
marriage ; in afecond, by birth; in a third, by
fervitude; in a fourth, by purchafe ; in a fifth,
by gift of the mayor or aldermen. Burgage-
haolds differ. as widely in‘the nature of their te-
nure; and even inhabitants are defined as vari-
oufly. In-one borough, paying fcot and lot,
and being a refident houfekeeper, is an indifpen~
{fable qualification ; in another, paying fcot and
fot without refidence, or-being a ‘houfekeeper,
conftitutes elegibility for voting ; in a third, re-
fidence, without paying fcot and lot, or keeping
ahoufe. In fhort, the whole reprefentative fyf~
tem is fo intricate, inexplicable, contradiftory,
and ridiculous, that we believe it would puzzle
the whole tribe of quibblers in Weftmin{ter-hall
to render it more confufed and unintelligible.

Baron Dimfdale pofleffes the principal inte-
reft in this borough, and can fecure the ele&ion of
one member ; the other is generally contefted
between Mr, Raker, the member for the county,

6 , and
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and Mr. John Calvert, the prefent member for.
this town, who have been alternately fuccefsful,

- Ancrent StaTe.  Hertford was called by the
ancjent Britons Durocobrive, or Red Ford, from the
fuppofition, that the gravel at the ford over the
Lea was red ; whence fome have thought the pre-
fent name derived from the Saxon Herudford, or
Herotford, which has the fame fignification ; but
Pr. Gib{'on derives Hartford from a hart, this
county formerly abounding with deer ; and the
arms of the town being a hart couchant in the
wvater, feems to confirm the opinion ; befides, the
foil in this part of the county is not red for
thefe reafons, fome choofe to write the name
Hartford, Itis pleafantly feated in a{weet air
and dry vale, twenty-three miles from London,
and was of fome note in the time of the ancient
Britons, The Saxon kings often kept their
court here; and upon the firft divifion of the
kingdom into counties, it was made the county-
town, King Alfred built a caftle to defend the
town and neighbourhood againft the Danes, who-
in their light pinnaces came up from the Thames,
by the river Lea, as far as Ware, and thereereéted

afort, whence they made frequent fallies to plun-
) der
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der and deftroy the country. The manor of
Hertford being' vefted in king Edward the El-
der, he built a borough, and fortified it with a
wall of turf, for the defence of his tenants.” The
manor continued vefted in the king- but the bai-
liff, under-bailiff, and other officers, were annu-
ally chofen by the burgefles of the town; the
bailiff was allowed' by the king twenty fhillings
ayear fora llvery gown, and the porter of the
ca{tlc was nominated by the king, who 'paid him
two-pence ' day : the burgefles chofe.a fteward
to keep, courts for the borough, where rents were
pai\d, controverfies determined, wills proved,
byc—!a\vs made, offénders punithed, and fines af-
fefled ; and the‘governors of the caftle were ufu-
ally the fheriffs of Hertfordthire and Effex.
This town fent members to parliament in the
reign of king Edw. I. but after the th of Hen.
V. the bailiff and burgefles, defiring to be excu-
fed on account of their poverty, this was difcon-
tinued till the 22d of JamesI. In the reign of
Hen. VII. the ftandard of weights and meafures
was fixed here; and queen Mary rendered this a
corporation, by the name of bailiffs and fixteen
burgefles. In the g5th and 35th years of queen
Elizabeth, when the plague raged in London,

' . Mi-
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Michaelmas term was kept here, and a new char--
ter was granted by that queen, by the ftyle of a,
bailiff, eleven. capital burgefles, and fixteen af-
fitants. King James I. granted the town another.
charter, with the ftyle of the mayor, burgefles, and
commonmalty, to have ten capital burgeffes, and
fixteen affiftants ; the mayor to be chofen out of
the burgeffes, by. both the burgefles and affif- .
tants ; but the town is now governed by a mayor,
a high fteward, who is generally a nobleman, a re-
corder, nine aldermen, a town-clerk, a chamber-
lain, ten capital burgefles, fixteen affiftants, and
two ferjeants at mace.

RIGHT OF ELECTION.

1701, Jan. 23. Is notinfuch perfons only
as are inhabitants houfeholders, not receiving
alms, and in fuch freemen who, at the time of their
freedom granted to them, were inhabitants of the
faid borough, or of the parifhes thereof.

Is in all the freemen, and alfo in all the inha-:
bitants, being houfeholders, and not receiving
alms.

1705, Dec. 5.° Is in the inbabitants not re-
ceiving alms, and in fuch freemen only as, at the
Ve 1. K time
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time of their being made free, weré inhabitants

of the faid borough; or the parifhes thereof'; the'
number-of freemen living out of the borough not'-

exccedmg three perfons.

Tnx number of voters may be afccrmned
ftom the laft poll, 1790, viz.

Jobn Calvert, Efq. 319 |
Baron Dim(dale, .290
William Baker, i_fq. 223

NuMBER OF VOTERS, 570.
ReturNinG orricer. The Mayor.
PatroN—Baron Dimfdale.

. St. ALBANS.

" Poriticar CuaracTir. The influence in

this borough is divided between the marquis of
Salifbury and earl Spencer, each of whom returns
one member to parliament. Thefe two noble-
men have long contended for the fuperiarity, but
neither of them has as yet an intereft fufficient to
obtain a majority over the other.

ANcIeNT consTituTION. This town re-
ceived its name from an abbey built there in

the
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the year 703, to the memory of Albanus, the
firlt martyr of Britain, who fuffered in the perfe-
cution under the emperor Dioclefian, and was
- canonized as a faint. It is generally confi-
dered as having rifen out of the ruins of the an-
cient Verulam, which was feated on the other
fide of the river Ver. When Julius Cefar in-
vaded this ifland, Verulam was a large and po-
pulous city ; but there are no other remains of
_it but the ruins of walls, fome teflelated pave-
ments, and Roman coins, which, from time to
time, have been difcovered by digging. It was
{eated on a gentle defcent on the: Weftern fide
of the hill, fortified with a mud wall and ditch,
and encompafled with woods and marfhes. The
inhabitants enjoyed the fame rights and privi-
leges as the Roman citizens, and this fo firmly
united them to the Romans, that Boadicea, con-
fidering them as enemies, razed the city, and
made a moft dreadful flaughter of the Romans
and their allies ; but Suetonius Paulinus, lieute-:
nant of Britain, returning from the conqueft of
the Ifle of Man, with the fourteen legions and
10,000 auxiliaries, immediately attacked the
Britons, gained a complete vifory, and put
80,000 to the fword, After this, the city was

K 2 rebuilt,

-
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rebuilt, and the Britons lived very qui_edyf

under the Roman government till the year g3o4..

when. Dioclefian began to perfecute the Chrif-
tians. At length, when the Saxons had gamed

a footmg here, they conquered this Roman city |

and callcd it Werlamcaﬁer and Wadmgaccﬁer,
frqm the. famous Roman highway called Was-
ling-ftreet, on which it ftands.

One pqri of the ditch at Verulam is flill vifi-

ble, it is double, but irregularly formed. The

fircets likewife may ftill be traced, efpccially.
when_the corn is nearly ripe. The compofi-.

tion of the Roman wall was three feet of layers
of flints, and one foot made up of three courfes
of Roman brick ; and there were round holes
quite through the wall, about eight yards diftant
from each other. That part of the wall by the
Weft gate, called Gorham Block is twelve feet
thick. It would be endlefs to recount all the
antiquities that have becn dug up at Verulam;
feveral molaic pavements have been feen, and
one in particular was found in 1719.

TuoucH this town is far from being remark-
able for the beauty and clegance of its buildings,

the
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the country round it, being éxtremely pleafant,
abounds with fine feats. The town is both
large and populous, and has four parifh
churches, St. Alban's, St. Pcter’s, St. Stephen's;
and St. Michaels, befides feveral meeting-
houfes. St. Alban’s was the abbey church
founded by Offa, king of the Mercians, in the
year 593, on the fpot where St. Alban was mar-
tyred. King Offa afterwards caufed feveral
houfes to be built near this abbey for the re-
ception of ftrangers and travellers, as well as
for the ufe of the fervants and officers belonging
to it; fo that, in the procefs of time it increafed
to a town, “In the year 1154, Nicholas, bifhop
of Abba, who was born near this monaftery,
being chofen pope, aflumed the name of
Adrian 1V. and granted many privileges to this
abbey, caufing the abbot to be the firft in Eng-
land, both in order and dignity. At the time
of the diffolution, this abbey was valued at -
2102l a year by Dugdale, but at 2510l by
Speed. The inhabitants then purchaled that
part of it which is ftill fanding, and converted
it into a parith church. It is at prefent a large

pile of building, that may juftly claim a particular
re-
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regard both for its antiquity and beauty. In this
ancient edifice is a2 funeral monument and effigies
of king Offa, its founder, {eated on his throne.
On the eaft fide flood the fhrine of St. Alban,
and in the fouth aifle, near the above fthrine, is
the monument of Humphrey, brother to king
Henry V. commonly diftinguifhed by the title
of the Good Duke of Gloucefter. It is adorned
with aducal coronet and the arms of France
and England quartered. In niches on one fide
are feventeen kings, but in the niches on the
other there are no ftatues remaining.

Asovr fifty years ago, was difcovered, in dig-
ging a grave, a pair of ftairs that led down into
a vault, in which was found a leaden coffin,
wherein the duke of Gloucefter’s corpfe was pre-
ferved almoft entire, by a kind of pickle in
which it lay; only the fleth was wafted from
the legs, the pickle at that end of the coffin be-
ing dried up. In this church.was a very noble
font of folid brafs, given by Sir Richard Lea,
mafter of the pioneers, who took it, among other
plunder, out of Scotland, in the year 1343,
where it ferved as a font for baptizing the

children
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children of the royal family, but was placed
here as a common baptiftry. It was, however,
carried away inthe civil wars in the reign of
king Charles I. and converted into money.

St. Peter’s church is fituated on the north
fide of the town, and St. Michael’s on the north-
weft; and both of them are handfome ftructures.
In the latter, among other monuments, is one in
memory of the famous Francis Bacan, lord Ve-
rulam, with his effigy in alabafter, feated in an
elbow chair.

IN the middle of the town of St. Alban’s,
king Edward L. erected a very ftately crofs in
memory of Queen Eleanor, who, dying in Lin-
colnfhire, was carried through this town to
Weftminfter, in order to be interred there. Here
are two charity fchools, one for twenty-cight
boys, who are clothed, the other for twenty-
one girls, of whom fourteen only are clothed.
This town gives the title -of Duke to the noble
family of Beauclerk. The great duke of Marl-
borough erected a feat hcre, called Holloway
houfe'; and feveral alms-houfes were built here by
him and his duchefs Dowager, who caufed a fine

ftatue
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ftatue of the late queen Anne, carved by Mr.
Ryfbrack, to be erected, on the pedeftal of

which fhe .infcribed a chara&ter of her ma-
Jefty.

~ CorporaTron.—This town fent members to
parliament as early as any barough in the king-
dom. It is incorporated 'by charter, and go-
verned by a mayor, high fteward, recorder,
twelve aldermen, a town clerk, and twenty-four
affiftants. This borough has a .diftri&, called
a liberty, which has a jurifdi&tion both in civil
and ecclefiaftical matters peculiar to itfelf, in-
cluding the parifhes of Barnet, Sandridge, Red-
burne, Cudicot, Shepehele, Buthy, Elftree, Lang-
ley Abbot, Sarret, Walden Abbots, Hoxton,
Ridge, Norton, Rickmanfworth, and Watford.
This liberty has a gaol, and a gaol delivery, at
St. Alban’s four times a year, on the Thur{day
after the quarter feffion at Hertford. St. Albans
is divided into four wards, in each of which is a
conftable and two churchwardens.

fRicut or ErLecTioNn—1700, 1oth March,
Is in the mayor, aldermen, and freemen, and
fuch houfeholders only as pay fcot and lot.

1705,
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1708, 24th, Nov. In the mayor, aldermen,
fuch freemen only as have right, by birth or fer-
vice, or by redemption, to trade or inhabit in
the faid borough, and houfeholders paying fcot
and lot. -

1714, 27th April. In the mayor, aldermen,
and freemen, and fuch houfeholders only as pay
fcot and lot.

Number of voters may be afcertained from
the laft poll, 1790.

For the Hon. Richard Bingham 263
John Calvert, Jun. Efq. 209
"Thomas Clutterbuck, Efq. 117

ReTurNING orFicEr—The Mayor.
_ Patrons—Marquis of Salifbury and earl
Spencer.

HUNTING-
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HUNTINGDONSHIRE.

PoritTicaL CHARACTER.

THIS fmall county is as much under the in-
fluence of two individuals as any borough in the
kingdom ; the duke of Manchefter and the earl
of Sandwich united, always return the two mem-
bers, and {o powerful was this ariftocratic junc-
tion, that even the oppofition of the late Sir
Robert Bernard, who was the particular friend
of Mr. Wilkes, in his days of well-earned popu-
larity and the caufe of liberty, was not crowned
with that fuccefs which it fo highly merited.

ANcIENT StaTe.  In the time of the Romans,
this county was part of the diftrict inhabited by
the Iceni, who alfo extended their dominion over
the counties of Suffex, Norfolk, and Cambridge-
fhire. However, under the Saxons, Hunting-
donfhire was feparated from that tract of the
country formerly poffefled by the Iceni, and be-
came part of the kingdom of Mercia. Mr.
Camden informs us, that he found in an ancient
) furvey,
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“furvey, that this county was a foreft until the
reign of Henry 11. but be that as it may, it is
certain that it was greatly ravaged by the Danes,
who caufed it to be deferted by many of its
diftinguifhed families. = It, therefore, became
confiderably diminifhed in its inhabitants.

IT is remarkable, that this county and Cam-
bridgefhire are united under one civil admini-
ftration ; there being but one high fheriff for
both, who is chofen one year out of Cambridge-
thire, in general, the fecond out of the Ifle of
Ely, and the third out of this county.

HuxtInGDONSHIRE lies in the province of
Canterbury, and diocefe of Lincoln. It is di-
vided into four hundreds, in which are fix mar-
ket towns, but no city, and feventy-nine parifhes,
in which are faid to be contained only about
8200 houfes, and 49,320 inhabitants. It fends
but four members to parliament; two knights
of the fhire for the county, and two for the town
of Huntingdon.

QUALIFICATION,

Jan. 14, 1739. On a hearing for the county

of Huntingdon, the counfel for the petitioner,
: | 6 infifted
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infifted that the fitting member {Mr. Clarke)
was not qualified to be elected, according to the
aét made in the ninth year of the reign of queen
Anne, entitled, 4n a&? for fecuring the freedom of
parliaments by the Surtber qualifying the members to
JSit in the boufe of commons.

. THeN the counfel for the petitioner, in fupport
of one of their obje&ions, offered to prove (which
the counfel for the fitting member admitted),
that the copyhold lands and tenements at Ham-
mer{mith, in the parith of Fulham, in the coun-
ty of Middlefex, which the fitting member, in
the rental, or particular, by him delivered in to
the clerk of the houfe (purfuant to the ftanding
order of this houfe made for that purpofe), claims
in fee, according to the cuftom of the manor of
Fulham, under a mortgage furrender, and an
admiffion thereto, and a releafe of the equity of
redemption from this mortgage, wee fubject to
a fubfequent mortgage made by the faid mortga-
ger, previous tothe debt of the faid releafe of the

equity of rcdemption.
THEN the counfel for the petitioncr, having ob-
je@ed to the confidcration given for the eftate,
which
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which the fitting member in the faid rental or
particular,. claims for his natural life by deed of
feoffment, and livery and feizin thereon, given by
John Clarke, of Huntingdon, Gent. they offered
to prove (which the counfel for the fitting mem-
~ ber admitted), that the faid eftate was all the
real eftate, except about three pounds per antum,
which the faid John Clarke, the grantor, was fei-
fed of atthe time of the date of the faid deed.

Tuen the counfel for the petitioner having ob-
je@ed to the annuity of 200l. which the fitting
member in the faid rental or particular, claims for
life, by grant from Charles Bernard, Efq. they
offered to prove ( which the counfel for the fitti ng
member admitted), that the eftate charged with

the faid annuity, does dot exceed the yearly va-_
lue of 132l.

THeN the counfel for the petitioner having ob—
je&ed, that the ﬁtting member, in the oath by
him taken at the time of his election, purfuant to
the direction of the faid act of the gth of Anne,
did not particularly enumerate all the feveral
parifhes out of which the fec-farm rents, men-
tioned in the faid particular, are iffuing.

THE
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Tz inftrument of the faid oath, fubfcribed by.
the fitting member, was produced by the fheriff,
who took the fame, and read.

Anp the firft, fecond, third, fourth, and fifth
feftions of the faid a&t, madein the gth of Anne,
were read,

Anxnp the counfel for the fitting member were
heard; and one of the counfel for the petitioner
was heard in reply.

~ And the counfel on both fides were dire@ed to
withdraw.

'M&. Clarke was heard in his place, and then
he withdrew. ‘

Refolved, That Charles Clarke, Efq. is duly

. elected a knight of the fhire, to ferve in this
prefent parliament for the county of Hun-
tingdon.

HUNTINGDON.

PoviricaL Cmaracter. There is no refo-
lution of the houfe of commons refpeting the
right
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right of voting in this borough, but it is gene-
rally underftood to be in the freemen and inha-
bitants houfehoulders paying fcot, and lot. The
intereft of the earl of Sandwich is fo powerful,
as always to return two members; and this he
effects, not by weight of property, for his lordfhip
hasbut one houfe in the whole town, but by his
popularity, and the obligations which he was
enabled to confer upon fome of his principal
friends during his conne&ion with lord North’s
adminiftration.

ANCIENT STATE AND REPRESENTATION. This
town derived its name from the Saxon Huntandune,
or Hunters-down, from the conveniency of itsdif-
trict for hunting. It was built ona {pot that was
an entire foreft, until it was disforefted by Hen.
1I. Hen. III. and Edw. I. who left no more of
the foreft than his own land. It had once fif-
teen churches, which in Camden’s time were re-
duced to four. It has now only two, befides feve-
ral meeting-houfes. This town fent to parlia-
ment, ab origine, and was made a borough by king
John, 1206.

Cor-
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_ CorPorATION. John granted to this town by
charter, a coroner, arecorder, a town-clerk,and
two bailiffs;: but Charles I. made it a mayor-
town, anno regni 6, 1630. .It has had, therefore,
ever fince, a mayor, recorder, and twelve alder-
men and burgefles. The affizes are always held
here, and in this town is the county gaol. '

RicHT or ELkcTiON. Is In the inhabitants
and freemen.

NUMBER OF VOTERS—200.
ReTurNinG orricerR—The Mayor.
Parron—The earl of Sandwich.

KENT.

Poriticar CHARACTER.

THIS opulent and flourithing county has
the happinefs of maintaining its independence.
The duke of Dorfet poffefles the firft indivi-
dual intereft, but the nobility and gentry are

too numerous to fuffer it to gain an afcendency.
The
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‘The dock yards of Deptford, Woolwich, Chas
tham, and Sheernefs, aided by the ecclefiaftical
influence of the clergy of the two cathedrals of
Rothefter and Canterbury, give the govern-
ment a moft powerful controul in the eleftion;
and united to that of the duke of Dorfet, and
the other conne&ions of the minifter in. this
county, were fuccefsful in 1790 in bringingin
Sir Edward Knatchbull; but this was owing
more to the want of a junétion of interefts be-
tween Mr. Honeywood and the Hon. Mr.
Marfham, the independent candidates, than to
the weight of all this influence united:

Tuis county is chiefly indebted for the inde.
pendence which it poffefles, to that noble relique
of Saxon inftitution, the gavel-law, by which all
the fons in equal fhares are partakers of the fa-
ther’s fortune.

A siM1LAR law prevails in Fran;e, under the
new conftitution, but with this ditin&ion, that
the daughters as well as the fons are inhcritors
in an equal degree. The French have certainly,
in this inftance, with great juftice and liberality,

Vou. II L peculiar
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peculiar to themfelves, much improved upon thig
equitable {yftem of our Saxon progenitors.

Tae fpecial cuftoms incident to Gavel-kind in
Kentare :

TuarT the hufband, after his wife’s death, en-
joys a moiety of her inheritance in gavel-kind by
courtefly, whether he has children by her or not,
until he marries again.

. Tae wife, after the death of her hufband has,
for her dower, a moiety of his lands in gavel-
kind, for fo long time as fhe fhall continue un-
married, and in chaftity.

Tue tenant of gavel-kind lands is kept in
ward one year longer than is permitted by the
common law, that is, till he is fifteen years of
age, at which time he is of fufficient age to alien
his eftate by feoffment...
~ Lanos in gavel-kind, if the tenant commits
felony, and fubmits to the judgment of the law,
are not - forfeited; nor do they efcheat to the
king, or other lord of whom they are holden ;

nor
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nor has the king year, day, and wafte of lands in
gavel-kind; holden of a common ptrfon, wher
the tenant is executed for felony. '

Tus tenant had a power of devifing lands by
will, before the ftatute for that purpofe. was
made, in the 3ad year of king- Hen. VIIL. '

Lanps in gavel-kind de{cend to all the fons
alike in equal portions ; and if there are no.fons,
then equally among the daughters; and. as to the
chattels, it was formerly part of the cuftom of
this county to divide them after the funeral; and
the debts of the deceafed were difcharged, into
three parts if he left any lawful iffue behind him ;
of which three, one portion was to the dead for
the performance of. legacies; another to his chil-
dren for education ; and a third to the wife for
her fupport and maintenance.

FurTHERMORE, if the tenant of gavel-kind
lands withdraws from his lord his due rents and
fervices, the cuftom of this gives the lord a fpe-
cial and folemn kind of ceffavit, called gavelet,
by which, unlefs the tenant redcems his lands by

payment of the arrearages, and makes reafonable
Lz amends
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amends for withholding the fame, thej bedome
forfeited to the lord, and he enters into them and
occupies them as his own demefnes.

THE tenants in gavel-kirtd in this county
claim the privilege, that where a writ of right is
brought concerning gavel-kind lands, that the
&rand affize fhall not be chofen in the ufual man-
ner by four knights, but by four tenants in gavel-
kind, who fhall not affociate to themfelves twelve
knights, but that number of tenants in gavel-
kind ; and further, that trial by battle fhall not
be allowed in fuch a writ for thefe lands.

The numbers upon the poll were, for

Sir Edward Knatchbull ¢ ) - 5

Filmer Honeywood Efq. aggp < i 7/
Hon. Charles Marfham 2663 2 4
ANcIENT StaTE. This maritime county has
little changed in its name ; it being called Cen~
tium, or Kavoy, by Cafar, Strabo, Diodorus Si-
culus, Prolemy, and other Roman and Greek au-
thors. The Saxons called it Gaut-Guarlant, or
the county of the inhabitan's of Kent; but
whence the namec was originally derived, has
been a fubjedt of much fpeculation: Mr., Lam-
bard
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bard is of opinion, that the name of Kent is de.
rived frem the Britith word Caine, which fignifics
a green leaf, and was applied to this county from
its being fhaded with woods; but Camden fup-
pofes that it derived its name fiom its form be-
ing an angle, fretching into the fea. ‘This '
opinion feems to be well founded from fuch a
point being called in Scetland, Cantir; Prolemy
calls the inhabitants of another point in North
Britain, Cant®, and the Cangani were poffefled
of fuch an angle in Wales,

THis county, according to Ceefar, was, in the
time of the Britons, governed by four petty kings,
or rather by four of the principal inhabitants, ap-
pointed to defend them* againft their enemies.
Cafar being in Gaul, obtained fuch a knowledge
of this ifland as to enable him to invade it twice
with fome fuccefs ; and, by repeated attempts,
the Romans became not only mafters of Kent,
but of all England, when this county was put
under the government Britannia Prima. But
the Romans being afterwards obliged to leave
the ifland, the Britons ele@ed feveral princes ;
and at laft chofe Vortigern their chief, in order
$o ftop the ravages of the Picts and Scots. And,
. by
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by confent of his people, he invited the Saxons
to his affiftance, who landed with the Anglesand
Jutes, under their two leaders, Hengift and Hor-
{a, in the Ifle of Thanet, in this county. Hav.
ing joined with Yortigern, and affifted hin in the
conqueft of his enemies, Hengift obtained the
government of Kent. Soon after South Britain
was ‘divided into feven petty kingdoms, called
the Heptarchy : the firft of them was that of
Kent, which had fucceffively fcventeen Kings ;
the laft vas Baldred, when Egbert conquered
. Kent, then, after being a feparate kingdom 372
years, it became fubjett to the Saxon and Danifh
kings of England, until the Norman conqueft. -

. WiLLiam the Conqueror having fought the
battle at Haftings, in Suffex, was marching to-
wards London, when he was met by a large
body of the men of Kent, each carrying a bough
or limb of a tree in his hand. This army, which
had the appearance of a moving wood, boldly
marched up to him, and demanded the preferva-
tion of their libertics, and informed William
they were determined to die before they would
be deprived of them, and fubmit to bondage;
but if he would grant them their equitable
. requeft,
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requeft, they would fubmit to his govern
ment. William, being fo much ftruck with
the fpirit and juftice of their requeft, wifely
granted what they afked, and thus. were they
fuffered to . retain thofe ancient cuftoms for
which this county has ever fince been fo juftly
dittinguifhed. :

" Tae Conqueror, thus poffeffed of Kent, fecured
it by appointing a conftable of Dover Caftle,
and conftituting him governor of five ports,
with the ftyle and title of warden of the cinque
ports, which are Haftings, Dover, Hithe, Rum-
ney, and Sandwich, to which Winchelfea and
Rye are annexed as principals, and with fome
other towns as members; all of which enjox
many confiderable immunities.

As the county of Kent is divided into the two
great diftri@ts of Eaft and Weft Kent, {o is the.
diftribution of juftice in it; for, though every
juftice of peace is, by the commiffion appointed
for the whole county at large, yet he ufually con-
fines his ating in that office, (except upon ex-
traordinary occafions), to that diftriét of the two
in which he refides, and in common matters, to
that particular divifion of juftices of the lath
and hundred to which he belongs.

Co Eacn
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Eacu diftri@ holds its own court of feffions
four times in the year; viz. twice originally, and
twice by adjournment ; the Eaftern Diftri&t ori-
ginally at the Old Caftle of Canterbury, from
whence it is adjourned for the Weftern Diftri&
to the county-town of Maidftone; and the Wel-
tern Diftri€t originally at Maidftone, from
whence it is adjourned for the Eaflern Diftri&
to Canterbury. '

Tuis county is divided into fjve lathes,
which are fubdivided into 14 bailiwicks, and
thefe again into 68 hundreds. A latheis a
divifion peculiar to this county ; and confifts
of two or mgre bailiwicks, as a bailiwick does
of two or more hundreds. Kent contains 2
cities, 29 market towns, and 408 parithes. It
ligs in the province of Canterbury, and partly in
that diocefe, and partly in the diocefe of Rochef
ter. It fends 18 members to parliament: two
knights of the fhire for the county, two mem-
bers each for the cities of Canterbury and Ro-
chefter, two for the borough of Maidftone, two
for thar of Queenborough, and two for each of
the four cinque-ports in this county, Daver,
$andwich, Hithe, and Rumney. .

Mayy
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Maxy lands in thiscounty are ftill held by
the ancient tenure of caftle-guard; that is, upon
condition that the tenant, in his turn, fhould
mount guard at-the caftle; but a compofition
is taken for this fervice, which the tenants are
obliged to pay ; for upon the day appainted, a flag
is hung out from that part of the caftle which is

fill kept in repair, and fuch of the tenants as do
not then appear and pay their quit-rents, are

liable, at Rochefter, to have them doubled at
sver return of the Medway,

ROCHESTER,

Poriticar CraracTer. This city, owing
toits being in the vicinity of Chatbam, feels the
influence of the admiralty, dock-yard, cuftom-
houfe, and revenue-officers, too powerful to af-
fert a claim to a@ual independence. The num-
ber of its eleftors not being, like Plymouth, li-
mited to a felf-eletted corporation, prevents theiy
reprefentation from being entirely at the difpo-
fal of the admirélty ; but it has always been cuf-
tomary to compliment that board with the ree
con,mendation of one of them.

THE
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Tte numbers on the poll at the laft gcneral
ele@ion were, for ‘

George Beft, Efa. <  .36g -
Sir R. Bickerton, - ge2
Marquis“of Titchfield, 343

¢ A~cIenTStaTEAND REprEsenTATION. This
‘wery ancient city was the Duro “Brives of Anto-
ninus, and has {uffered many misfortunes.
In 676, it was deftroyed by Ethcldred, king of
Mercia ; and in 83¢, it was pillaged by the
Danes; they alfo befieged it again in 885, when
they caft up works round-it; bat it was relicved
by Alfred. ‘In the reign of Rufus, Rochefter
‘wis feized by the Wormans- and Englith, who
kept it for Robert, the king’s brother, whom
.they intended to place.on the throne. Rufus was
fix weeks before it without making any progrefs;
for the befieged defended themfelves with fuch
-bravery, that he began to lofe all hopes of fuc-
.cefs; but at length, a contagious diftemper fo
weakened thofe. who held the city for Robert,
that they. were compelled to defire a capitulation,
and his adherents were permitted to march out
with their horfes. This city has fent members to

3 par-
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parliament ever fince the firft fummons for fuch
an affembly, by Edw. I,

CorporaTiON, Rochefter was made a xila,.yor;
town 1 Edw. IV, Hereare, by its incorporation
1619, a mayor, recorder, 11 aldermen, and 12
common-council, a town-clerk, 3 ferjeants at
mace, and a water-bailiff. Once a year, or of-
tener, the mayor and citizens of Rochefter hold
what is called an admiralty-court, to appoint
times when oyfters fhall be taken out of their
fithery, and fettle the quantity each drudger fhall
take in a day.

~ Rigur or Erecrion. Is in the freemen.

NumBszer orF voTers, 630.
ReTurNING orricer. The Mayor.
Partrons. Ordnance and Admiralty.

CANTERBURY.

PoriticaL Cuaracter. This city is en-
tirely independent in its ele€tion of members of
parliament, and .is neither under the influence

_ar controul of any patron or leading man.
AN-
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ANCIENT STATE AND REPRESENTATION. Cane
terbury was called by the Saxons Cant-#ara-By.
rig, or the city of the people of Kent, and from .
thence its prefent name is derived, This ancient
city, the chief of this county, and the metropoli-
tan fee of all England, is a county of itfelf. It
is of fuch antiquity, as to have the credit of being
built upwards of goo years before Chrift. But
this appears improbable ; for the inhabitants of
Britain had in thofe days fcarcely any buildings.
They tived in huts, much in the fame manner as
the Aboerigine natives of North America da new.
Nor had they more clothes to cover them than
the American Indians have at prefent, It wasa
place of fome importance in the time of the Ro-
mans, who called it Durovernum, and Davernum :
this appears by the intinerary of Antoninus. Vor-
tigern, king of the Britens, refided here after
the Romans, and yielded this city to the Saxans, in
whofe time the chief magiftrate was called a Pree-
fect, afterwards a portreeve, and ip 1011 the King’s
provoft of Canterbury. During the heptarchy,
it was the capital city of the kingdem of Kent,
and the feat of their kings, although jt was not
built by them ; for Hengift long before kept his
court here, asdid alfo his fucceffors, until Ethel-

' bert,
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bert, becoming- a chriftian by the preaching of
Auguftine the monk, gave him not only his pa-
lace, but the royalty, with the city and its territo-
ries. And when that menk was created arch-
bithop, he made it the place of his refidence, as
his {ucceflors, the archbifhops, did long after-
wards.

Tuus city fuffered greatly during the Sawon
and Danifh wars, and yet rofe again with greater
beauty. It appearsat the time of the conquett,
that the jurifdifions of the kings and archbithep
were intermixed ; and that although the latter
had a mint and fome other confiderable privile-
ges, yet the king had the fupreme royalty, until
Rufus gave the city, without any refervation, to
bifthop Anfelm. ‘This city fent members a5 ori-
gne. .

CorporaTioN.—It is governed by a mayor, a
recorder, 12 aldermen, a fheriff, 24 common-
council men, a fword-bearer, and four ferjeants
at mace. A court is held every Monday in the
Guildhall, for civil and criminal caufes ; and every
other Thur{day, for the government of the city.
It is divided into fix wards. At the beginning

of
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of Hen. III. it was governed by bailiffs ; but i
the 26th of Hen. VL. it was changed into the
above mayoralty anno 1449, which may be feen
in Sommer’s hiftory of this city.

RiguT or Ergction. Is vefted in the free-
men.

NUMBER OF VOTERS—1000.
ReTurNING orFiceR—The Sheriff.

MAIDSTONE.

Porrricar Cuaracter. This borough was
formerly at the dilpofal of the earlof Ailes«
ford, but ithas emancipated itfelf from that in-
fluence, and has fince been divided in two par-
ties, theone attempting to compliment the minif-
ter with the nomination of its members, the other
equally zealous in maintainingthe independence
of its conftitutional rights.

MR. Brenchly, a brewer of this to;wn, and one
of the partners in the Southwark bank, who is
lately deceafed, was at the head of the former
party, and Mr. Taylor, an eminent paper-ma;-

' nufaturer,
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pufa€urer, and one of its prefent reprefentatives,
takes the lead of the latter.

Tue death of Mr. Brenchly has confiderably
wcakencd the minifterial intereft, and it is not im-
probablc, but at another election, it may fhake off
the trammels of government di&tation entirely.

Tue 'manor, which extends over the whole
Hundred of MaidRone, belongsto lord Romney,
who has a feat near this borough.

~ ANCIENT STATE AND REPRESENTATION.——
Maidftone was' a Roman ftation, and was
anciently reckoned among the third of the
principal cities im Britain. It was then called
Caer-Medwag, which is thought to fignify
the meadows upon the river Vaga, which are here
very beautiful. Its Roman name was Madavi-.
acis, or Vagniacis, which was probably derived
from the Britifh.

Tue town of Maidftone was anciently go:-
verned by a portreeve and 12 brethren, and con-
tinued fo' till king Edward VI, by his let. pat.
]uly 4, in his 3d year, newly incorporated the

tOWh
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town, by the ftyle and title of the mayor, jurits,
and commonalty, of the town of Maidftone, in
the county of Kent. :

THese privilegés were not fong afterwards
Aorfeited by the rebellion, firft began in this
town by Sir Thomas Wyatt, knight, and other
principal gentleman of it, in the 1ft year of
queen Mary.

In this fate of disfranchifement the towii res
mained till queen Elizabeth, by her let. pat. Dec.
4» in her 2d year, again incorporated it with the
like ftyle as before, and ‘fome other additional
privileges, among which was a confirmation of
their ancient prefcriptive right of fending two
burgefles to parliament, the granting to the
mayor the authority of a juftice of the peace, and
the exempting of the townfmen from foreign
fefTions. .

SoMg years after which feveral doubts arifing,
concerning the validity and meaning of the dif-
ferent. parts of the laft-mentioned letters patent,
a third charter of incorporation was granted to
this town by king James I, by let. pat. dated
Dec. 31, in his 2d year, anno 1684, by the name

and
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and ftyle of ** the mayor, jurats, and comnion’alty
of the king’s town and parith of Maidftone,”
wherein all the privileges of the former were
confirmed, and new ones granted by it. After
which a fourth charter was likewife granted by
the fame king, in his 17th year, anno 1619.
King Charles II, by let. pat. in his 34th year,
anno 1682, incorporated this town anew, by the .
like ftyle and title as the former; which charter
was made ufe of in the government of this place
till the revolution in 1688, after which it was
entirely laid afide

Ix the teign of king George If; this corpotaa
tion being diffolved by judgement of auffer againft
its principal members, upon informations of
quo warranfo, a niew charter was granted by that
king, b}' let. pat. dated at Weftminfter, June 17,
in his 21ft year, anno 1948 ; in which it is re-
' cited, that divers difputes having arifen of late
within this town and corporation, and informa-
tions in nature of gao warrante having been pros
fecuted in the King’s Bench, and judgment of
oufler obtained againft all the alting jurats, fo
that the corporation was then diffolved, and the
town incapable of enjoying their liberties and

Vor. IL. M ~ fran-
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franchifes, therefore the king, for divers caufes
therein mentioned, upon the petition of the free-
men, freeholders, and other inhabitants of the
king’s town and parith of Maidftone, granted
that the town and parifth fhould be a fice town
and parith of itfelf ; and that the inhabitants of
the fame thould be one body politic: and corpo-
rate, by the name of ** the mayor, jurats, and com-
monalty of the king’s town and parifh of Maid-
ftone, in the county of Kent,”” and by that name
to have perpetual fucceffion, and to acquire and
hold lands &c. and to alien the fame, and by the
aforemcntioned name to plead and be impleaded ;
_ and that they and their fucceffors might have a
common feal, and might break, change, and new
make the fame at their liking ; and that the faid
town and parifh, and the liberties and precincts
thereof, fhould extend according to the formier
ancient boundaries thereof ; and that there thould
be thirtcen inhabitants of the faid town and pa-
rith, who fhould be chofen jurats of the fame,
one of whom fhould be chofen mayor of the
King’s Town and parifh of Maidftone, which ju-
rats, not being in the office of mayor, fhould be
affiftants to him in every thing; and that there
fhould be forty of the remaining principal inha-

bitants
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bitants chofen common councilmen of the fame,
all of whom, viz. mayor, jurats, and common
councilmen, fhould have power, upon public
* fummons, to make bye laws ; and that the jurats
fhould be ele¢ted by the mayor, jurats, and com-
mon councilmen duly affembled, and the com-
man councilmen in like manner, with a fine at
the difcretion of the faid mayor, &c. for their
refufal of thofe offices, any of whom fhould be
removed by the mayor, &c. duly affembled, for
any f{ufficient crime or notorious offence; and .
that the jurats thould aflemble on the 2d day of
i Nov. yearly, within the faid town, and then no-
minate two men, then being jurats, for the reft
of the jurats and tommonalty then prefent to
clect-one out of the two to be mayor ; and that
the perfon fo chofen fhould take an oath before
the then laft mayor, orin his abfence the two
fenior jurats then prefent, for the due execution
of his office; and in cafe of his death, that a
fucceflor thould be chofen in like manner; and
that the mayor, in cafe of ficknefs or abfence,
thould appoint one of the jurats a deputy mayor
for the time aforefaid ; and that the mayor and
jurats fhould ele€ a recorder, to hold his office
during their pleafure; and that he fhould have

M 2 : . power
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power to make a deputy recorder during his pleas
fure; and that the mayor, jurats, and common
council fhould appoint one or two ferjeants at
mace, .who fhould bear one or two gilt or filver
maces, engraved with the king’s arms, every
where within the faid town and parifh before the
mayor. And whereas queen Elizabeth, by her
let. pat. December 4, in her fecond year, granted
to the faid mayor, &c. one market within the
faid town on a Thur(day, weekly, with all tolls,
cuftoms, and other profits; and alfo four fairs
in the faid town, viz. one from noon on April
3oth to noon on May 2d, another at noon on the
eve of the feaft of St. Edmund the king and
" martyr to noon on the morrow after the faid
feaft, another at noon on the eve of the feaft of
St. Faith until the noon on the morrow of the
faid féaﬁ, and the other-on the noon of the feaft
of the Purification until the noon of the morrow
of the faid feaft, with all tolls, tributes, profits,
&c. and a Pye-powder court to be held in the
fame fairs and markets. And whereas king

' James, by his let. pat. December g1, in his fe-
cond year, regranted and confirmed the markets
and fairs, and other liberties and privileges
granted as aforefaid ; and by other let. pat. July
28,
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28, in his feventeenth-year, did ratify and con.
firm the faid markets, fairs, courts of pye-pow-
der, tributes, cuftoms, tolls, &c. and further
granted, that it fhould be lawful for the faid
mayor to extend the market beyond the place
called the market-place, or to hold it in any
other place within the fame town,

Tuererore the king, being willing to fhew
further grace and favour to the mayor, &c. rati-
fied and confirmed the faid markets, fairs, courts,
&c. and granted them to the mayor, &c. and
their fucceflors de novo; and that the mayor, ju-
rats, and commonalty, thould nominate, elect, and
admit any perfon or perfons, being inhabitants of
the town and parifh, freemen of the fame; and
that the recorder, depyty recorder, jurats, com-

“mon councilmen, and freemen, fhould feverally
make oath before the mayor and jurats for the
due executjon of their office, as had been accuf~
tomed.

Anp whereas queen Elizai)cth, by her let.
pat. did grant to the mayor and jurats and com-
_monalty, full power to hold a court before the

_mayor in the faid town, from fourteep days to
fourteen
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fourteen days, on a Tuefday, for pleas, as well
of aflife of novel diffeifin, as other pleas, attions,
fuits, &c. concerning lands, &c. in the faid
town and parifh, although they fhould or fhould
not exceed the fum of 40s. and did grant that
the faid town and parifh, and the liberties of the
fame fhould extend themfelves by the water of
Medway from Eaft Farleigh Bridge unto Hawk-
wood, as in the faid let. pat. more fully ap-
peared ; and whereas the water of Medway, be-
tween the faid bridge and Hawkwood flowed
by and through the faid town and parifh of
Maidftone, and by and through the feveral
towns of Eaft Farleigh, Barming, Loze, Boxley,
Allington, and by certain ftreets called Milhale,
and Newhythe, in the parifh of Eaft Malling, in
the county of Kent: and the town and parith of
Maidftone, extending itfelf promifcuoufly in,
by, and through the town of Loze and Linton,
and beyond, and alfo by the faid towns of Eaft
Farleigh, Barming, and Boxley, and by the
town of Otham, according to certain informa-
tion given.

Tue king, intending to put into certainty,
and to limit into what parifh, towns, hamlets, &c.

and .
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and how far the liberties and jurifdi@ions of the
mayor, &c. of the faid town and parifh fhould
reach and extend, as to the hearing and deter-
mining pleas in the faid court, granted and de-
clared, that the liberties of the fame, and the
jurifdi&ion of the mayor, &c. fhould extend,
only as to the cognizance and determination of
aftions and replevins, and to no other intent and
purpofe, into, by, and through the faid towns
and parifhes of Eaft Barming, Loze, Boxley,
Allington, Milhale, Newhythe, Linton, and
Otham; and that for the better executing the
faid a&ions, they might make and execute all
attachments and legal procefles into and through
all the faid parifhes, ftreets, &c. And whereas
queen Elizabeth granted that the inhabitants of
the faid town and parifh fhould be exempted
from ferving on juries and inquifitions, except
in the town of Maidftone; the king therefore
granted and confirmed, that the faid inhabitants
thould not be impanneled on any juries or in.
quifitions whatfoever, without the faid town and
parifh; and that the mayor and recorder, and
three fenior jurats, during their offices, thould
be juftices of the peace within the faid town and
parifh ; and that no juftice of the county fhould

5 ' n
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in anywife intermeddle within the faid town and
parith ; which mayor, recorder, and three jurats
aforefaid fhould take an oath before the reft of
the jurats for the due execution of their office ;
and the mayor, recorder, and three jurats, as
aforefaid, or any three of them, of whom the
mayor and recorder to be two, fhould hear and
determine all trefpaflfes and mifdemeanors with-
in the town and parifh, as the juftices of the
county were ufed to do, or any two or more of
them can or may do, as well in and out of their
feflions, by the king’s commiffion, fo that they
neverthelefs in no wife pretended to the deter-
mining of any treafon or felony, ar any other
offence touching the lofs of life or member,
without the King’s fpecial mandate in that be-
Lalf, ‘

Anb that the mayor, jurats, and commonalty
fhould receive all fines, forfeitures, and iffue of
jurors for non-appearance, and the like for tref-
pafles, &c. before the faid juftices within the
faid town and parifh; and that the mayor for
the time being fhould be coroner within the faid
towh and parifh, and fhould make oath before
the laft mayor, ar on his death, &c. before twp

or
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or more of the jurats, of the due execution of
his office, and that no coroner for the county
enter within the faid town and parifh, &c.

AND he granted to the faid mayor, &c. all
waifs, eftreats, fines, forfeitures, goods and cha-
tels of felons and fugitives, &c. before granted
by the faid let. pat. of queen Elizabeth, and to
the faid mayor all return of writs, &c. within
the faid town and parifh; fo that the fheriff, co-
roner, or efcheator, or other the king’s minifters,
in no wife intermeddle within the faid town and
parith. And’that the mayor, jurats, and com-
monalty fhould have and enjoy to their own pro-
per ufe all wharfage, anchorage, and groundage
of thips and veflels coming to the faid town and
parifh, and reafonable fees and wages for lading
and unlading of merchandizes, goods, and chat-
tels in the faid thips and veflels there to be lad-
ed and uniaded into or out of the fame; and that
they fhould have through the water as aforefaid,
from Eaft Farleigh Bridge to Hawkwood, the
privilege of keeping and preferving fwans and
fignets, and a fwan-mark, and the fame to alter
at their pleafure, and alfo all fwans and fignets
ghrough the faid waters, within the bounds and

" limits
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limits aforefaid and the banks and ground of
the fame, building nefts, breeding or frequent-
ing, and not legally marked with the fwan-mark
aforefaid, and full power to purfue, retake, and
bri'ng back the {wansand fignets aforefaid, {wim-
ming or wandering by water and land out of the
limits aforefaid, without hindrance of the king,
his officers or minifters, or other perfons what-
foever.

Axp that the faid mayor, &c. for the better
fupport of the charges of the town and parith
aforefaid, or for other reafonable caufes, or for
the public good and benefit of the faid town and
parith, and_of the inhabitants thereof, fhould
from time to time make and affefs reafonable
taxes and afleflments upon themfelves and every -
inhabitant there, and levy the fame by diftrefs,
or any other legal manner, as they have hitherto-
fore been ufed and accuftomed; and he likewife
confirmed to them all lands, goods, libertics and”
franchifes, as they had ever heretofore held, ufed
and enjoyed the fame, with a non obflante to all
omiffions, or other matter whatfoever; and that
they fhould have the fame fealed with the great
feal, without fee or reward, &c,

By
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By the above charter the corporation a& at
this time, their exclufive jurifdicion as fuch ex-
tending over the town and parith of Maidftone,
and on the river Medway, from Eaft Farle'igh
Bridge to a piece of land called Hawkwood in
Burham, in all matters whatfoever as within the
fame; and for the cognizance and determination
of actions and replevins to the further extent of
the towns and parifhes of Eaft Farleigh, Barm-
ing, Loze Boxley, Allington, Linton, and
Otham, and the hamlets of Mithale in Ayles- -
ford, and Newhythe in the parith of Eaft Mal-

ling.

RiGgHT oF Erzction.—Is in the freemen not
receiving alms or charity, 7 Feb. 1701. 8 Dec.
1702, '

NuMBER OF VvOoTERS. 602.
" .RETURNING ofFicer. ‘The Mayor,

CaSste oF BRIBERY.

Dec. 8, 1702.  Refolved, That the late election
of burgefles for the faid borough of Maidftone,
js a void election.

Refolved,
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Refolved, That no warrant do iffue during this
feflion of parliament, for the making out a new
writ for the eletting burgeffes for the faid bo-
rough of Maidftone.

Refolved, That Gervas Hely is guilty of in~
direct and corrupt practices, in order to the pro-
curing members to be elected to ferve in parlia-
mient for the faid borough of Maidftone.

Ordered, That the faid Gervas Hely be, for his
faid offence, taken into cuftody.

VExaTtious PeTITION.

Feb. q, 1701, Refolved, That Tho. Colepep-
per, Efq. who was one of the inftruments in pro-
moting and prefenting a {candalous, infolent, and
fcditious petition, comymonly called the Kentifb
petition, to the houfe of compuons, hath been
guilty of corrupt, fcandalous, and indirect prac-
tices, in endeavouring to procure himfelf to be
elected a burgefs to ferve in this prefent parlia-
ment for the borough of Maiditone.

There is anotber refolution, That he is guilty of

~, afperfing the laft houfe of commons,

Or-
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Ordered, That the faid Tho. Colepepper, Efq.
be, for his faid offence, committed to Newgate.

QUEENBOROUGH.

PorrticaL Cuaracter. This borough has
been very juftly confidered for many years as a
government borough ; for there has been no in-
ftance, fince 17727, although there has been many
. contcfted eleétions, of any member being return-
ed in oppofition to adminiftration. From 1727
to 1754, the eleCtions were carried on by the
united interefts of government and Capt. Evans,
who refided in this place, and had the lead for
many yearsin the corporation. From 1754, un-
til the prefent time, the intereft has been divided
between the boards of ordnance and admiralty ;
each has conftantly carried amember; and for the
laft fixteen years, by the mere power of office, in
oppofition to the corporation, and to the influ~
ence of the Evans’s family.

Tux fyftematic application of the patronage
of the board of ordnance to the purpofes of ac-
quiring an influence in this borough, has bcen
attended with a progreflive increafe of their efta-

blifhment on the Thamesand Medway, and a very
large
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large addition to the expence of carrying on the
fervice by veflelsemployed on thofe rivers. Itap-
pearsfrom official documents laid before the houfe
of commons, that it amounted in 1754 to 742!

But itnow amounts(exclufive of themof vel
felsthe property of government), to 21901. 8s. 3d.
How far the real exigencies of the public fervice
may require and juftify fo confiderable an aug-
mentation, we cannot pretend to decide ; asthofe
who are moft cofnpetent have fo widely differed
in their opinions on the fubje&t. On the conclu-
fion of the laft war, Lord Townfhend, the mafter
general of the ordnance, ordered the eftablith-
ment (the expence of which was then 250l. per
annum lefs than at prefent), to be reduced. But
it has fince, by his fucceflor the duke of Rich-
mond, been thought neceffary to be encreafed.

ANcIENT STATE AND REPRESENTATION. This
town, which isthe moft principal in -the Ifle of
Shepey, has the greateft claim to antiquity. Its
caftle was ereted fo early as Edw. I1I. whois
faid, likewife, to have built the town in honour
of hisqueen. The caftle appears to have been
erected nor only for defence, but as a place of
refuge whenever the inhabitants were invaded.

The

noa b
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‘The caftle becoming ruinous, was repaired by
Hen. VIII. who, at the fame time, caufed block-
houfes to be ereted along the fea coaft. This
town feems to have been one of thofe that were
not fuffered to exercife the firft right of citizens,
that of fending reprefentativesto parliament, un-
til royalty chofe to extend to them the privilege. .
And this effential franchife to the liberty of the
fubje& was notallowed to the inhabitants until
the 12th Eliz.

CorproraTiON. The burgeffes were firft in-
corporated by Edw. 11I. who granted to them
the privilege of choofing, annually, a mayor and
two bailiffs. The prefent corporation was efta~
blithed by a charter of Charles 1. and confifts of’
a mayor, four jurats, and two bailiffs, a confta-~
ble, town-ferjeant, and a water-bailiff. It has
likewife the cognizance of pleas.

Ricur or Erxcrion. The right of eletion
has never been difputed in parliament. But in
172g, it was agreed to be in the mayor, jurats,
bailiffs, and burgeffes.

RerurNING OFF1cER—The Mayor.

PatroNs—Ordnance and Admiralty.
NuMBER
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NuMsEer oF voTERs. Before Mr. Crewe’s bil,
there were 152 ; but 21 being difqualified by
that bill, there are only 131. At prefent; out of
131 perfons entitled to vote for this borough, 23
hold places under the ordnance, and 11 under the
admiralty, of whofe fituations and emoluments
we have here annexed a correft account.
There are alfo 7 officers in the navy, 1 in the
artillery, and 14 or 15 ordnance labourers on the
gun-wharfs at Sheernefs and Purfleet. Intimeof
war the ordnance intereft is confiderably encreaf-
ed by the employment of Queenborough boats,
and extea draft for carrying ftores.

LIST
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LisST or PLACES

Ynder thé Ordnance and Navy Boards, held by
Freemen of QueensoroucH, with their An.
fual Salaries, and the Number of Freemen
holding them refpectively under the Ordnance.

No of
Tee-
men.

——eamag

- Names of Places. Anx, Salan'elro
o ‘ L s g
Purveyor of Shipping — —| 170 o o

StorekeepetatSheernefs1co © ¢
And Barrack Mafter, at
3s.perday - - - 54120

Clérk of the Survey at Woolwich
Clerk of the Checque at Sheernefs
Clerk of the Survey at Chatham
Clerk inthe Clerk of the Checque’s
office, at Sheernefs
Overfeer of Labourers at Sheer-
nefs, at 3s. 6d.per day <
Sluice Mafters, at. 25, per day
. each
Wharf-man at the Tower, at 2.
perday — - » - - - .
Gunner at Sheernefs
Mafter ofa Gun-Hoy at 160/, pe
amn, for himfelf, and to find
three men when on fervice - -

- -

- Vor. II,

t34 12 O
100 00O
80 oo
130 QO
50 oo
63 14 o
72 16 ©
36 8o

21 0O

160 oo

Carried over = « -

N

938 10 0
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man military ways that enter it, one from Wefts
moreland, and the other from Yorkfhire. Under
the Saxon heptirchy it became fubje& to the
kings of Northumberland. King Edward IIL
made it a county palatiné, in favour of his fon
John of Gaunt, and it has ftill 4 court, which fits
in the duchy chamber at Weftminfter, and takes
cognizance of all caufes thatany way concern the
revenue belonging to that duchy ; the chief judge
of which is the chancellor of the duchy, who is
affifted and attended by the attorney-general, the
receiver-general, the. auditor of the north and
fouth parts of the duchy, the king’s ferjeanit and
" council, the fecretary, deputy-cletk and regifter,
‘an ufher, deputy ufher; and meffenger; as alfoa
court of chancery, appointed to hear and deter-
mine all caufes, according to fome peculiar cuf«
toms ufed among themfelves, which is held at
Prefton, The chancellor is chief judge of this
court alfo, and has proper officers under hint,
fuch as a vice-chancellor, an attorn¢y-general,
chief clerk, regifter and examiner; five attornies

and clerks, a prothonotary and his deputy, and
clerks of the crown and peace.

. From the time that Lancafhire was miade a
county palatine, the town of Lancafter gave the
tizle
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title of duke to a branch of the royal fimily, till
the union of the houfes of York and Lancafter;
by the marriage of king Hen. VII. of the Lancaf-
ter line, with Elizaheth, heirefs of the houfe of
York.

Tuts county is divided into fix hundreds,
has no city, and only twenty-feven market towns.
It lies in the province of York and diocefe of
Chefter, and contains fixty-three parifhes, which
are, in general, much larger than thofe of any
other county in England, and very populous ; for
which reafon there are many chapels in the coune
ty, feveral of whichare as large as parifhchurches,
It fends fourteen members to ﬁarliamcnt, two
knights of the fhire, and two reprefentatives for
each of the following boreughs. Lancafter, Li.

verpool, Preftorl, Newton, Wigane and Clithero,

LANCASTER,

- PoriricaL Cuaractir, The earl of Lonfs
dale has attempted, for thefe three laft parlia-
ments, to bring this tawn within the vortex of his
parliamentary intereft, but he has been always foily
@¢d by a great majority, It containgat this time,

dhoyg.
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about 1160 houfes, and fomewhere about 160q
families. At the laft election 1800 voted, 700 of
of whom only live in Lancafter. By the charter,
freemen only havea vote; but the moft glar.
ing corruption lies in making thofe freemen.
A freeman’s fon, ar a freeman’s apprentice, with<
in the borough, is entitled to take up his free-
dom whenever he plca[q:s, on paying into the
hands of the mayor or bailiff 1l. 7s. 6d. ‘Thig
fum is moft generally paid by the oppafing can-
-didates, and the grgafcﬁ number of freemen, thug
made, turns the fcale of the eleftion, Hence,ag
thip-building and the cabinet bufinefs are the
only manufatories there, he who has moft thipsg
to build or repair, or he who will lay out a few
hundreds in mahogany furniture, is moft like-
ly ta carry his election. The journeymen are ag
the.command of their mafters; they gct intoxi
¢cated during the canvas, and having §s. to eat
and drink on the day of ¢leGtion, they givea fhout,
“and go quietly to work again. The revenue of-
ficers are about twenty-five, but many of them
are not freemen, and therefore had na votes, The
numbers at the laft eleGtion on the poll were, fog
Sir G. Warren, Bart, 1015 '
Jobr Dent, Efg. - 1012

Richard Penn, Efg,
-1q 453 A%
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- ANCIENT STATE. Lancafter town derived its
name from the river Lon, or Lun, on which it is.
feated, it being called by the inhabitants Loncaf-
ter. Itis fituated near eight miles to the north of
Garftang, eighty-nine miles weft of York, fixty-
cight fouth of Carlifle, and two hundred and thir-
ty-two north-north-weft of London. It was a
Roman ftation, and is the ancient Longovicum
mentioned ia the Itinerary of Antoninus, where
the Roman lieutenant of Britain kept in garrifon
a company called the Longovici. Several uten-
fils ufed in facrifice, and a variety of Roman
coins, have been dug up here; and on the fteep-
eft fide of the hill, near the church, hangs a piece
of an old Roman wall, now called Werywall.
The ancient town indeed was not exaétly upon
the fame fpat on which Lancafter now ftands;
for the old Longovicum being deftroyed by the
Scots in the ycar 1322, the new town was built
nearer the river, and is in a fine fituation, hav-
ing a profpect over the harboup and country.
The caftle is thought to be one of the fineft mo-
numents of antiquity that this kingdem can boait
of ; for the ditch was made by the command of
the emperor Adrian, in the year 124, and a gar-

#ifon was placed here by him ; who, for their bet-
ter
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ter fecuirity, ereGted a tower towards the weft. In
the year 305, Conftantine Chlorus, father of Con-
ftantine the Great, built another handfome tower.
facing the town, both of which are now ftanding.
After the Norman conquett, this caftle was confi-
derably enlarged ; and John, earl of Moreton and
~ Lancafter, contributed the moft to its grandeur,
by ere@ing the beautiful tower, now called the
Gatchoufe. Afterwards, when he was king, he
gave audience in it to the French ambaffadors,
and alfo here received homage from Alexandcr,
king of the Scots, whom he had vanquifhed, It

jeat prefent the county jail, and the'affizes have:

been held in it near five hundred years. On the
top of this caftle there is a fquare tower, called
John of Gaunt’s chair, where there is a beautiful
and extenfive profpect of the adjacent gzo_uhtry.;
and of the fea, Here is but one chug-c,h; \yhicﬁ
is a handfome ftruéture with a fquare tbwgr, and
ftands on the very top of the cattle hill. Here
arealfo a cuftom-houfe, and a ftane bridge of five
arches over the river Lon; ; but the port is fo
choaked with fand, that 1t will not admxt of
fhips of any confiderable burden It has, hOWw
ever, fome trade to America, in whxch veflels of
{cventy tons burden are cmploycd and the inha~*

: bitantg
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hitants export thither hardware and woollen ma.
pufacture; but they would probably have more
trade, if the country about it was not fo thinly

-peopled, on account of its barrennefs, which oc

cafions the demand for fugars and other commo-
dities brought back from America to be but
fmall. Camden informs us, that, in his time,
the town was not populous, and that the inhabi-
fants were all hufbandmen ; but at prefent the
gafe is much altered, it being well inhabited, and
a thiriving place, | )

It is worthy of remark, that earl Rogers, of
Poicticrs, in the year 1094, gave the churchof §t,
Mary at Lancaf’ter with fome lands here, to the
abbey of St Martm de Sagio, or Sees,.in Nor-
mandy ; upon whxch a prlor and five bcnedléhnc
monks from thcncc were placed at Lancafter,
who with thrce prxcﬁs, two clerks and fcrvants,
;nade up a fmall monaftery, fubordinate to the
foreign houfe, which was endowed with the year-
Jy revenue of abaut 801, After the diffolution of
a:lien priories, this, with the lands bcionging to
ié, was annexed by chry V. to Sion abbey in
Middlcfex. There was a Francifcan convent

hear
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near the bridge, but we are not informed of any
particulars concerning it,

. Here was ‘likewife a houfe of Dominican, or

Black friars, founded by Sir Hugh Harrington,
knight, about the fourth year of king Henry 111,
and alfo an hofpital dedicated to St. Leonard, for
a mafter, chaplain, and ning poor perfons, three of
whom were to be lepers, This was founded by
king John while he was earl of Morton; but
Henry duke of Lancafter, in about the thirtieth
year of the rcign of Edw. I1I. annexed it tq the
aunnery of Seton in Cumberland.

Tuis borough, which was fo made in the 4th.
of Richard I. having fent members the 334, 26th,
33d, and'35th of Edw. L. ; 8th and 19th of Edw.
IL.; and 1ft, 3d, 3d, and 4th of Edw. IIL;
ceafed fending till Edw. VIth’s. time, when it
was reftored, with Prefton, Wigan, and Liver-

pool.

CorroraTioN. Confifts of a mayor, a recor-
der, twelve aldermen, two bailiffs, 12 capital
burgefles, 12 common burgefles, a town clerk,

and two ferjeants at mace,
KING
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Kinc John confirmed to the burgeffes all the
liberties he had granted ta thofe of the city of
Briftal ; and kiné Edw. III. granted to the mayer
and bailiffs, the privilege of having the pleas
and feflions held here, and na where elfe in the
country. This town has given the title of duke
to many branches of the royal family.

Ricur or ErecTyoN—by the charter,is in the
freemen,

"NUMBER oF VoTERS. 3800,
Returying orricer.  The Mayor and twq

bailiffs.

PRESTON,

PorrricaL Cuaracrer. A queftion has been
at iffue for pear a century and a half, Whetheg
the right of ele&ion for this borough was in the
in-burgefles of the laft guild, and thofe admitted
fince by copy of court-roll, or in the inhabitants
pot-walleys ? |

THis queftion has come twice before the houfe
of commons, previous to the pafling of the Grens
ville
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wille a&, firft on the 18th of December, 1681 ¢
. fecondly, on the 2gth of November, 1768 ; and
twice more fince the pafling of thatad. Firfy,
upon the petition of John Fenton Cawthorne,
Efq. againft lieutenant general Burgoyne, and
Sir H. Hoghton, in 1780; and again upon the
petition of Michael Angelo Taylor, Efq. againft
the fame fitting members, in 3784; in all of
which cafes jt was determined, that the :ight_ of
gleflion was in the inhabjtants at large,

THis is 3 large and populous town. TFhe
e€ari of Derby has a very handfome houfe here,
and has fufficient influence to return pne of ¢
members ; the other feat is generally cayried by.
the diffenting iptereft, ' )

Ancient SraTe, Prefton, whichis an abbre.
vigtibh of Prieft-town, was {q called from its be-
ing inhabited by a great number of religious, and
is a large handfome borough, feated on a de-
lightful eminence on the north fide of the river
Ribble, -over which is a fine flone bridge, and
was incorporated by king Henry II.- It rofe out
of the ruins of Ribchefter, now a village, but an-
ciently avery confiderable city in the ncighboﬁ‘r-
Hood, and is a place of refidence for the officers

belonging
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belonging to the chancery of the county palatine.
“The duke of Hamilton was routed hére, when he
brought an army from Scotland to affift king Cha.
1. as were likewife the Englith rebels in the year
1415, who had taken arms againft king George I.

. when the forces belonging to the king were obli-
gedto fet fire to the houfes in order to diflodge
the rebels, who fired onthem from the roofs and
windows ; but the town was afterwards amply re-
compenfed by the government for the damage
the inhabitants had fuftained : after which the
town rofe more beautiful than before. This
happened on the 12th of November, 1715, on
the very day that the Scotch rebels were routed
in Scotland.

Tris borough, which was T made by Hen. IL.
having fent members to parliament in the 23d,
26th, g3d, and 35th of Edw. L. and in the 1t of
Edw. II intermitted fending till Fdward VL
when it was reftored.

CorroraTION. ' It is governed by a mayor,
tecorder, aldermen, four under aldermen, fevert~
"teen common council-men, and a town-clerk.

RICHT
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RIGHT OF ELECTION.

1661, 18th December. All the' inhabitaiitd
have voices in the ele&ion. :

1768, 2gth November. Not toadmit counfel
. ' to produce evidence, in order to fhew that thé
right of ele@ion for the faid borough was in all
the inhabitants, accordingto the laft determina-
tion of the houfe, or that the words, * all the in=
* habitants,”” mentioned in the faid determina-
tion of the houfe, mean only, ¢ fuch in-burgeffes
% of the laft guild, or thofe admitted fince by
¢ copy of court-roll, as are inhabitants of the

* place,” but all the inhabitants at large: .

NuMBER OF YOTERS—600.

ReTURNING OFrICERS—The mayor and twd
bailiffs. ~ -

Patron—The earl of Derby.

LIVERPOOL, LEVERPOOL, or LIRPOOL.:

Poriticar Cuaracter. This great coms
mercial town fs entirely free, both from arifto-
cratical and minifterial influence. Previous to
the reign of Charles II. the freemen at large

3 exercifed
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exercifed the right of chufing their own mayor,
aldermen, and common council, as in the city of
London, but fince that time the body corporate
have affumed the power of filling up all va
cancies, without their will and approbation,
They have now, however, refumed their right,
which had been fo arbitrarily and illegally with~
held from them, and have, on St. Luke’s day
laft, chofen their own mayor. At the laft gene-
ral eleGtion, adminiftration and oppofition uni-
ted their forces in the perfons of lord Penrhyn
and Mr. Bamber Gafcoigne,, but the indepen
dent freemen beheld this unnatural union with
that deteftation which it- deferved, and refolved
inftantly to cruth this monftrous production at
its birth. The gallant colonel Tarleton was, in
his abfence, propofed by them as a proper perfon
to fupport their own dignity and real confe-
qucnce,‘ and to withftand the formidable junc-
tion; and the fuccefs which he met with at the
poll, thewed him not unworthy of the diftin.
guifthed honor they intended him:

The numbers on the poll were, for
Banaftre Tarleton, Efq. 1257
Bamber Gafcoigne 887

» Lord Penrhyn 716
: Hinay
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Hexry BLinpei, Efg. the prefent imayofy
who was elected to that office by the freemen af
large; has taken poffeflion of the town treafury;
and thereby prevented the cerporation from
fupporting their afflumed elaims at the expence
of the public chamber. The legal decifion of
this queftion is of the firft importance to every
corporate city and town in the kingdom, as it
will determine whether a large community is to
be governed by a felf-elected junto, or by a ma-
giftracy, who are to derive their authority from
the voice of the people:

ANCIENT StaTé, ‘Thistown, which is feated
on the eaft bank of the river Merfey, and
feems to have been very inconfiderable in fore
mer times, is fcarce mentioned in hiftory, ex<
cept when prince Rupert took it by ftorm in the
great rebellion, as he was marching to the relief
of that illuftrious heroine the countefs of Derby;
then befieged in Lathamshoufe by the parlias
ment forces. But within thefe fifty years, it
hath increafed fo prodigioufly in trade, that it is
now f{aid to be the greateft fea-port in England,
except London, it being thought to exceed
even Btiftol. The merchants here trade o all

parts,
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parts, except Turkey and' the Eaft-Indies; but
their moft beneficial trade is to Guinea and the
Woeft-Indies, by which many have raifed great
fortunes. The increafe of its trade for a century
paft cannot be better afcertained, than by a view
of the great number of fhips belonging to the
town, or which have been cleared out at the
port, for any two years at fome confiderable dif«
tance of time. In13565, the trade of the place
feems to have been carried on folely by their
own fhips and boats, of which they had twelve,
that in the whole amounted to no more than
two hundred and twenty-three tons, and em
. ployed but feventy-five feamen.

Tae Exchange, which coft 30,0001, is erected
on the fpot where the town-houfe ftood, at
the top of Water-ftreet, and is a grand edifice
of white ftone, built in the form of a fquare,
round which are piazzas for the merchants to
walk in. Above ftairs are the mayor’s offices,
the feflions-hall, the council-chamber, and two
elegant ball-rooms,

Txe cuftom-houfe is a neat building of brick
and ftone, fituated at the head of one of the
docks. There are three large and commodious

Vou. II. O docks,
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docks, fecured by iron gates, through whichk
thips fail, on their coming to the town. In
thefe docks they lie clofe to the thore, and land
their goods with the greateft facility; and the
gates being -fhut, they are fecured from winter
florms. There is alfo a new playhoufe in
Drury-lane, where players perform in the fum-
mcer {cafon.

THi1s town, which contains four livings, was
once in the parith of Walton, but is now fe-
parated from it by a&t of parliament, not-
withftanding which it pays to the re@or forty
thillings per anmnum; two of thefe livings are
in the gift of the corporation, and the chaplains
have each 1201. a year; the other two are a joint
reGory, alfo in. the gift of the corporation, with
two reftors, who have each 1501, per annum, and
officiate at them alternately ; they have likewife
furplice fees of the whole town; fees are alfo
paid to the minifters who do the duty of the
other churches. Anactwas pafled a few years ago,
to enable the inhabitants to build two churches
more, onc of which was foon after begun near
the Ladies Walks, a very pleafant place, which
commands a fine view of the river and the Che-

thire thore.
Tuis
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- ‘Tr1s town fent members 23 and 3¢ Edward I,
but made no other return till the reign of
Edward VI

CorporaTION. It is governed by a mayor,
annually chofen on St. Luke’s day, a recorder,
and common council of forty-one, including the
mayor, recorder, and town clerk,

WHosVER has borne the office of mayor is afe
terwards ftyled an alderman. -~

- Rieut or Errction—1729, 5th March. Whas
agreed by thc»éounfel on both fides to be in the
mayor, balhﬂ"s; and freemen of the faid borough,
and not reccim'g alms.

Nuussx oF. rzns-hzjoo
REeTURNING” OFFIcERS=eThe mayor and two
baxlxﬂ's.

CLITHEROE‘

PoLrrican CHARAcTsR. A refolution of the
houfe of commons having velfted the right of
election for this borough in a peculiar kind of
burgage tenure, the real number of which. is

Oa not
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not more than forty.two, a conteft has fubfifted
for many years between Thomas Lifter, Elg.
who is in the intereft of oppofition, and Afheton
Curzon, Efq. who efpoufes that of adminiftra-
tion; the former was fuccefsful at the ele®tions of
1780 and 1784, but the parties have fince found
it convenient to compromife their interefts, and
cach to fend one member,

Ancient Stats.—This borough, which is an-
cient by prefcription, is fituated on the river
Ribble, not far from its fource, at the foot of
Pendle-hill, which rifes to a great height. It
had formerly a caftle at the bottom of Pendle-
hill, built about the year 1178, by Robert de
Lacy, lord of the honour of Pontefra&, and the
fourth defcendant from Ilbert, who came in
with William the Conqueror.

Taue firft return for this place was 1 Eliza-
beth.

Tue clectors of this borough hav;: the name
of burgefies, though it has no corporation,

Ricur
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RicKT or tLEoTION—I1661, 4th February, is
in fuch frechaolders only, as have efiates for life,
ot in fee, ‘ ’

NUMBER OF VOTERS—42.

RETURNING OFFICERS - T'wq bailiffs.
. Parrons—Thomas Lifter, Efg. and Atheton
Curzon, Efg.

WIGAN.

PoryricaL CuaraeTER. The reftor of this
parith is always lord of the manor. There
is no determination -of the houfe refpeding the
right of ele@ion, but it is underftood to be
prefcriptively in the free burgefles. It has two
charters, one given it by queen Elizabeth, and
the other by Charles II. which empowers it to
choofe a mayor, recorder, twelve aldermen, and
two bailiffs, and to appoint a fword and mace
bearer. The influence at prefent is in Sir
Henry Bridgeman, Bart. and ‘the Rev. Mr.
Cotes, rector of the parifh.  Infignificant as this -
borough may appear, (the number of voters Rot
exceeding 200) it coft the late George Byng,
Efq. 20,000 L. in oppofing the intereft of the earl

of
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of Lonfdale, whofe candidate at that time was
Sir Fletcher Norton, afterwards lord Grantley,

Ancient State. Wican, which is plea-
fantly feated near the fource of the. river Dow-
glaﬁ, was erected into a corporation by charters
granted by queen Elizabeth and king Charles 1].

THis place having fent to parliament 23 and
35 Edw. 1. made ne other return till 1 Edw. VL

CorroraTioN. It is governed by a mayor,
recorder, twelve aldermen, two bailiffs, and a
fword and mace-bearcr. By charter of 27 Eliz,
and 18 Charles II.

RicHT or eLecTioN. ‘There is nq refolution
of the houfe refpefling the right of election, but
it is fuppofed to be in the frec burgeffes.

NuMsER oF voTERS—About 200,

ReTURNING OrFiezrR—The Mayor.

PaTrons—Sir Henry Bridgeman, Bart. and
the Rev, Mr. Cotes.

NEWTON,
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NEWTON.

PorrtrcaL CHaracTER. The right of elece
tion in this borough is in the fteward of the lord
of the manor, the bailiff and burgeffes, who de-
rive their privileges from prefcription. The
lord of the manor is Thomas Peter Legh, Efg.
of Lyme, in this county, who has the abfolute
. control of thefe electors, as well as the appoint-
ment of the returning officer.

Ancient StaTe. NEWTON is an ancient bo-
rough by prefcription; the firft return of mem-
bers being in 1 Elizabeth. /

CorroraTION. It is governed by a fteward,
bailiffs and burgeffes. |

RiguT or ELecTioN.—There is no refolu-
tion of the houfe refpecting the right of eleion,
but it is fuppofed to be in the free burgeffes.

Nomser or Vorers—About 36.
RerurNING Orricers—Steward of the lord of
the manor, and the bailiff. '
Patron—Thomas Peter Legh, Efg.
LEICESTER-
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LEICESTERSHIRE,

Poriticar CHARACTER.

THE duke of Rutland, from his landed pro.
perty, and perfonal conneions in this county,
returns one of its members,-—His grace at-
tempted to bring in both, but in this he wag
dcfeated by the independent party, who at that
ele&tion fucceeded in the choice of their own
reprefentative. The duke’s intereft returned one
of the members, and that of the independent
party the other, at the laft geneml cletion.

Ancient StaTe. This county, which.was
called by the Saxons Ledcefierfcyre, reoeived
its name from Leicefter, the county town, and
was anciently inhabited by the Coritani, who
were likewife poflefled of Northamptonthire and
Rutlandfhire, and {eparated.from Warwickihire
by the old military way, called Watling-ftreet. -
In the time of the Saxons it formed a pai't of
the kingdom of Mercia, but after the diffolution
of the heptarchy, it became a county of itfelf.

LEICESTER
]
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LEICESTER TOWN.

Poriticar CHaractsr. This town having
derived great advantages from the fuccefs of its
manufatures, and the right of clection being in
the freemen at large, and inhabitants paying {cot
and lot, is therefore neither under the immediaze
influence of ariftocracy nor adminiftration. A
violent conteft happened at the laft general clec-
tion in 1790, in which Samuel Smith, Efq. of
Nottingham, and Nathaniel Brafley Halhead, Efq.
the prefent member for Lymington, were candi.
dates on the court intereft, and Thomas Booth
Parkins, Efq, cldeft fon of Sir Thomas Parkins,
Bart. and Lewis Montilicu, Efg. on that of op-
pofition.  After a poll of feveral days a coalition
took place between all the parties; Mr. Halhead
and Mr. Montilieu agreed to decline, that ope
of cach party might be chofen without farther
conteft, Such an attempt to intrude upon themy
two reprefentatives, in open violation of the free~
dom af eleftion, had nearly proved fatal o the
town. The populace began to commit depre~
dations, and had it not been for the timely inter
ference of the military, their proceedings would

have
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have terminated only in the deftrution of the
place.

Ancrent StaTe. ‘This town received its
mame from its being feated upon the Leir, the
ancient name of the river, now called Soar, the
word Cefter fignifying a town or caftle. Itis
generally allowed to have been the Ratz of
Antoninus, and the Rage of Prolemy. It

ftands upon a branch of Watling-ftreet, called -

the Fofs Way, and the traces of a Roman wall
quite round, may in fome places be ftill difcovered.
The Roman town was two thoufand five hun-
dred feet in length, and two thoufand feet in
breadth. It appears, in the time of the Romans,
to have been a place of confiderable note, from
the multitude of bones of various beafts, which
are fuppofed to have been offered in facrifice,
and dug ip in a part of the town ftill called
Holy Bones, where there are fome ruins of a
Roman building, commonly called the Temple
of Janus. '

UNDER the Saxon heptarchy, it was the chief
city of the kingdom of Mercia, and was then
the fee of a bifhop; but the fee being removed,

after



LEICESTER TOWN. ' 203

-after the fucceflion of eight prelates, it fell to

decay ; however, in the year 914, it was re-
paired and fortified with new walls, after which
it became a populous and wealthy town; but re-
belling againft king Henry II. it was befieged
and taken, when the caftle was difmantled, and
the walls thrown down. It is faid that king
Richard I11. who was flain in the battle of Bof-
worth, in this county, was interred in it, and that
his ftone coffin was afterwards converted into a
horfe trough, belonging to the White Horfe inn

in this town, where it remained till a few years

ago, but is now deftroyed by time, Before the
conqueft, there was a collegiate church within the
caftle ; but, during the wars of William I, it was
demolithed, togcther with the city and caftle,
and rebuilt in the year 1107, by Robert earl of
Mellent and Leicefter, for a dean and twelve
prebendarics, and dedicated, as the old church
was, to St. Mary. Moft of the lands and tithes
of this church were alienated by Robert Boflu,
carl of Leicefter, and annexed to his new abbey,
in a meadow at the ather end of the town, and
called St. Mary de Pratis, or Prez, i. ¢. St. Mary
of the Meadow. However, here continyed a

¢heah and feven prebendaries, whofe houfe was
called
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called the College of St. Mary the Lefs; but
their revenues at the general diffolution were
only valued at 24 1. 13s. 11d. a year.

‘THe above abbey, named St. Mary de Prez,
and ftill called Leicefter abbey, was founded in
1143, for black canons, in honour of the af-
fumption of the Virgin Mary; and at the fup-
preflion of religious houfes was endowed, ac-
cording to Dugdale, with gsrl. 14s. 5d. a year,
and, according to Speed, with 10621,

In the doomfday book this town is ftyled a
city, and had the title of mayor given to its chief
magiftrate 1348, 32 Henry III. Edward IV.' in
the 4th year of his reign 1464, appointed it a
recorder. ' :

It had its charter from king John, and its
freemen are toll-free at all fairs and markets in
England.

CorroraTION.—It is governed by a mayor,
recorder, fteward, bailiff, 24 aldermen, 48 com«
mon councilmen, a town clerk, and other ofs
ficers, '

Rigur
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Riour or ELecTION, 1708, 8th Feb. Such
Freemen as were made free at the charge of any
of the candidates, had not a right to vote at the
laft cletion of burgeffes to ferve in parliament
for the borough of Leicefter.

Aareep to be in the freemen, not receiving
alms, and in the inhabitants, paying fcot and lot;
but perfons living in the borough of Leicefter,
by certificate, not having gained a fettlement by
renting ten pounds per anmum, or ferving in an
annual ‘oﬂice, are not entitled, by paying fcot and
lot, to vote.

Numser oF VoTirs on the poll at the laft
eleflion :

For Thomas B. Parkins, Efq, 936
Samuel Smith, Efg. 803
N. B. Halhead, Efg. 551

RerurNiNG orricsrR—The Mayor.

‘ LlNc
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LINCOLN COUNTY.

PoriTicar CHARACTER.

THIS county, ranking with Devonfhire, in
point of extent, opulence, and territory, is not .
to be influenced by any individual. The obfer-
'vations which we have made with refpe& to that,
will, in all its points, be applicable to this. We
fhall therefore refer the reader to the political
charafter which we have given of that county. -

Ancrent State. This is a large maritime
county, which received its name from the city
of Lincoln, its capital. It was called by the
Saxons, Lincollfcyre, and by the Normans, on
their firft arrival, Nicolthire.

In the time of the ancient Britons and Ro-
mans, this was part of the country inhabited by
the Coritani, and from the remains of antiquity
found here, it appears to have been no inconfi-
derable place in the time of the Romans; there
being ftill evident traces of a Roman highway
extending through the county from fouth to
north. Under the Saxons, Lincolnfhire belong-

ed to the kingdom of Mercia,
4 LINCOLN
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LINCOLN CITY.

PorrticAL CHARACTER. THEe only influence
which prevails in this city, and that not abfo-
lute, is that of lord Delaval,: who has a feat in
the neighbourhood, and his lordthip’s fon-in-
law, John Fenton Cawthorne, Efq. the prefent
recorder, and one of the reprefentatives.

CORRUPTION. .

THE anxiety of candidates to obtain the
writs for eleition, is fometimes fo great, that
large fums of money have been given for them,
and the beft bidder has been generally the firft
pofleflor. A gentleman in office, of great cha.
ra&ter and integrity, and on whofe credit we have
the firmeft reliance, informed us, that he was
prefent when 1000 guineas were given.at the
diffolution of the laft parliament, for the writ
for this eity. This infamous traffic is become
fo notorious, that the interference of the legifla-
ture has lately been demanded by fome inde-
pendent gentlemen in the houfe of commons.
We therefore hope that an effeftual ftop will
be put to it, and that this fpecies of commodity,
Jold by au&tion, will no more be heard of.

. ANciEnT
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Ancrent Stare. This city was called by
the ancient Britons, Lindcoit; by Ptolemy and
Antoninus, Lindum; by the Saxons, Lyndo-
Collyne, and Lyndo-Cyllanceafter, and by the
Normans, Nichol: from thefe names, which
are fuppofed to have originally fignified a co-
lony or town, feated on a hill, the prefent name
is certainly derived.

It was originally built in the form of a large
fquare; the fouthern wall ftood upon the preci-
pice or ridge of the heath, where it wanted no
other fortification. Round the other three
fides was a deep trench, which #fill remains, ex-

cept on the fouth-caft angle. This city was

then divided into four equal parts by two crofs
ftreets, that ran quite through upon the cardinal
points. The two fouthern quarters were taken
up, one by the caftle, and the other by the
church, afterwards built by Remigius. But
when Alexander the bifhop projefied a firuure
of much larger dimenfions, the facred inclo-
fure was carried beyond the eaftern bounds of
the city, and a new wall built farther that way,
as it now is, with towers and battlements. One
of the Roman gates, now called Newport-gate,

is
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is Rill entire, and is the nobleft piece of anti-
» quity of the kind in Britain.

Traere was a caftle, with many forts, built
here by the Romans, and repaired by the Saxons
and Normans, in fucceeding ages, as they ftood
in need, from the various fieges they fuftained.
The caftle was, in particular, repaired by king
William I. after his conqueft over king Ha-
rold.

Jorn of Gaunt’s palace, below the hill, was
built by John of Gaunt, duke of Lancafter, and
earl of Lincoln, Leicefter, and Derby, in the
reign of Richard III. The above caftle was
his; but-being much expofed to cold winds, and
being appropriated to the public ‘fervice, and
frequently garrifoned, that prince, probably, built
this place below the hill for warmth, and for the
ufe of his family and domeftics, while he refided
in this ancient city, where, and at Bullingbroke,
a caftle of his highnefs’s-in this county, he fpent
great part of his latter days; he having married
the lady Catharine Swinford, the widow of a
Lincolnfhire knight.

Vou. 11 : P In
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IN the reign of Edward the Confeffor, the ¢ity
is faid to have had one thoufand and feventy
houfes, and in the time of the Normans, was one
of the moft populous cities in England, and a
mar for goods of every kind, which gave occa-
fion to the following prophecy, as they-call it,

Lincoln was, London is, and York fhall be
The faireft city of the three.

This they fuppofe to have been fulfilled after the
fire of Loondon, in 1666.

Kinc Edward III. made it a ftaple for wool,
Jeather, lead, and other commodities. But af-
terwards it fuffered many calamities. It was
once burnt; once befieged by king Stephen,
who was here defeated and taken prifoner, and

once taken by Henry III. from his rebellious
barons.

Tuis city had fummons, with London and
York, to fend members to parliament 49 H, 111I.

CorroraTion.—It is governed by a mayor,
twelve aldermen, two fheriffs, a recorder, four
chamberlains, a fword-bearer, a coroner, and
forty-eight common councilmen,

THis
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Ths city is a county of itfelf; and has a vif-
countial jurifdition twenty miles round, a pri-
Vilege enjoyed by no other city in England;
and gives the title of earl to the family of Clinton.

RicHT oF ELkcTION. There is no refolu-
tion of the houfe refpeéting the right of ele&ion,
but it is conceived to be in the freemen.

NuMBER or voTERS—About 1100.
RerurNING oFrFicER$,—The mmayor and fhe-
tiffs.

GRANTHAM.

Poriricar Cuaracter. This place is of the
middling fize, neither coming under the defcrip~
tion of a populous town, nor degenerating into a
rotten borough. The influetice over it is how=
ever complete. The duke of Rutland and lord
Brownlow; from their property in the town, the
contiguity of their feats, and their perfonal in-
tereft, have the entire command of its reprefen-
tation.

Ancrent State. ‘Fhis town, whick is fituated
on the river Withwm, is fich, neat and populots,
‘ Pa and
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and had, in the year 1290, a houfe of Francifcan
or Grey Friars. It is of a very ancient date.
The alderman and burgefles have all power to
act as juftices of the peace for the corporation,
_and foake of Grantham.

Tuis borough never returned to parliament
till Edward I'V’s time, who granted it all its pri~
vileges in the year 1463.

CorporaTION—It is governed by an ancient
corporation, confifting of an alderman, recorder,
twelve common burgefles, a coroner, an cfchea-
tor, and twelve conftables to attend on the court,

RiGHT oF ELEcTION—1730, 1T Fan. Is inthe
freemen of the faid borough, not receiving alms
or charity.

NUMBER OF VOTERS—400.

ReturNING orriciR—The Alderman.

Patrons—Duke of Rutland and lord Brown-
low.

STAMFORD, or STANFORD.

Porrricar CuaracTer. This town, although
poflefling chartered privileges, fuperior to any
other
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other place in the kingdom, the city of London
only excepted, is not free from control in the
exercife of its political franchife. The earl of
Exeter, who poffefles the .\venerablc and magni-
ficent feat of his anceftors, at Burleigh, near this
town, is looked up to by the corporation and in-
habitants as their patron. We muft however
caution our readers not to confound the in-
fluence which prevails in counties, and popular
cities and towns, with that which di¢tates in li-
mited corporations and burgage tenures, which
are all private property, and what are termed
rotten boroughs, with only ten or twelve houfes ’
-in each. The influence of the firft defcription is
only derived from extenfive property, eminent
perfonal qualities, or from good neighbourhood
and hofpitality. The latter is of the authorita-
tive kind, and is maintained by corruption, per~
fecution, and tyranny, and is carried to market
as a faleable commodity, with as little fecrecy and
caution as an eftate is carried to the hammer at
a public auction.

ANcIENT STaTE.—This town is thus called,
from its ancient Saxon name Steanford. It is
feated on the river Welland, near the foot of the

North
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North Heath, on the borders of L'incolnﬂxi;c‘
Northamptonthire and Rutlandfhire, and gives
the title of carl to the noble family of Grey. Itg
firft charter was before the reign of Edward IV,
and it had others from Charles II. and Jameg
II. but thefe laft being only temporary, are ex-
pired.

‘THE inhabitants of this town have very extra-
ordinary privileges, particularly a freedom from
the jurifdiétion of the fheriff of the county, and
from being impannclled on juries out of the
town: they are éxemptcd from the government
of all lord lieutenants; are entitled to have the
returns of all writs, and claim the Privil_cge of
having the militia of the town commianded by
their own officers; in thort, ;h; mayor being
the king’s lord lieutenant, and immediately
under his majefty’s command, he is cﬁccmed;
within the liberties and jurifdiction of the town,
the fecond man in the kingdom,

Here was fought the firft battle between the
Britons and Saxons, in which the former were
entirely routed, and left their enemies in the
pofleflion of the field. In the reign of king
Stephicnt there flood a caftle in the middle of the

town,
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town, the foundation plot of which is faid to
be ftill vifible : and here the cuftom of borough
Englith fill fubfifts, by which the youhgcft fon
is his father’s heir. )

IN the reign of king Richard I. the inhabi-
tants of this town, influenced by fuperftition, fell
upon the many Jews who then lived there, and
barbaroufly murdered them.

Tnis town having fent members 23, 26, 28,
30, 33, and g4 Edw. 1. and 15 Edw. Il and
to a council 11 Edw. III, made no other re-
turn till Edward IV’s reign, who incorporated
it anno regni, 1, 1461, under the government
of an alderman, which was by king Charles II.
anno 1664, changed into a mayor.

CorporaTion. It is governed by a mayor
a recorder, twelve aldermen, a town clerk,
twenty-four capital burgefles, and two ferjeants
at mace.

RIGHT oF ELECTION—I735,( 8 March, is in
the inhabitants paying fcot and lot, and not re-
ceiving alms.

Nuwmser or voTers—About 5c0.
ReTurNING oFricER.—The Mayor.

PatroN—The earl of Exeter. .
GREAT
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GREAT GRIMSBY.

Porrticat CuaracTrr.  This borough is en-
tirely under the control of Charles Anderfon
Pelham, Efq. member for the county. A ftrong
oppofition was made at the laft general eleition;
in 1790, by the Hon. William Wefley Pole, bro-
ther to the earl of Mornington, one of the lords
of the Treafury, and Robert Wood, Efq. aided
by the weight of government influence, which
proved ineffeual. The candidates in Mr. Pel-
ham’s intcreft were returned, a petition was pre-
fented by Mr. Pole and Mr. Wood, which is now
before the houfe of commons for trial. The iflue
is of little confequence to the public, as the fuc-
cefs of it would only be a transfer of influence
fram an individual to the treafury.

Ancrent StaTe. This place is fituate with-
in half a mile of the fea, and, in point of anti-
quity, is faid to be the firft, or at leaft the fecond
c‘or;;oration town ir3 England.

In this town was a Benedi&ine nunnery,
founded about the year 1185, and dedicated to

6

St.’
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St. Leonard, in which, about the time of the
fuppreflion, were a priorefs, and feven or eight
nuns; yet its revenue, according to Dugdale,
amounted only to 10l. a year; and, according
to Speed, to 121.  In this town was alfo a houfe
of Auftin friars, about the year 1304 ; and like-
wife a convent of Francifcan, or grey friars, -
founded in the beginning of the reign of king
Edward IL. if not before. The mayor holds a
court here every Tuefday, and the bailiffs every
Friday. Here are feveral ftreets of good houfes.
It was formerly a very large town, and had two
parith churches, only one of which remains;
but for largenefs, it is equal to moft of the ca-
thedrals in England. It had likewife a caftle,
and a confiderable trade, the harbour being
then very commodious ; but it has been long
choaked up, notwithftanding the road before it
is a good ftation for fhips, that wait for a wind
to get to fea. '

Tris town firft fent members to parliament

23 -Edward I. and was a mayor town in
Edward II]’s time.

CorroraTION. It is governed by a mayar,
3 high-fteward, a recorder, eleven aldermen,
twelve
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twelve common councilmen, two coroners, two
bailiffs, a town-clerk, and three ferjeants at
mace.

‘

Ricur or ELiction. There is no refolution
of the houfe refpecting the right of election, but
it is underftood to be in the freemen, being in-
babitants,

NUMBER OF VOTERS—73.
RxTurNING OFFIcER—The Mayor.
PaTron—Charles Anderfon Pelham, Efq.

BOSTON.
s

Poriticar CHaracTer. This place is re-
markable for the many contradictory refolu-
tions of the houfe of commons, refpe€ling the
right of election. It was firft refolved to be in
the commonalty, then in the mayor, aldermen,
comman council, and freemen, and then in the
freemen paying fcot and lot. It is partially
under the influence of the duke of Ancafter, .
whofe intereft always brings in one of its mem-
bers. The other feat is ufually contefted. Mr.
Dalhoufie
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Palhoufie Watherftone, a Scotch gentleman, fuc.
ceeded in 1984. A conteft equally violent hapw
pened at the laft general elc&ion,‘ between gene-
ral Smith and Thomas Fydell, Efq. in which
the latter was fuccefsful, and the former peti-
tioned. This petition was afterwards compro.
mifed, and Mr. Fydell admitted to keep his feat.
Haw far the facred right of election was violated
in this compromife, we do net take upon us to
determine,

. Ancrent State. This town, which accoerd- -
ing to Bede, was anciently called Botolph’s
town, fram St. Botolph, a Saxon, who founded
a monaftery here, from which the town took its
yife, is fituated on the river Witham, which is
navigable from hence to Lincoln, and is built
on both fides of the above river, over which
there is a wooden bridge, and has long beena
flourifhing town. Itis faid to have becn firft
incorporated by king Henry VIII. and queen
Elizabeth gave the corporation a court of Ad.
miralty, whofe jurifdi€tion extended over all the
neighbouring coaft. It appears to have been
formerly inhabited by the Romans; for about

the year 1716, a Roman foundation was dug up
| a lirtle
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a little beyond the fchool, and near it fome
hewn ftones formed a cavity, in which was an
urn with afhes ; a little pot with an ear, and an
iron key of an odd figure. Some time before
was dug up in a garden, an umn lined with
lead, full of red earth and bones.

AsouTt the end of the reign of Henry I. a fel-
low named Robert Chamberlain, at the head of
fome dcfperate villains, difguifed like monks
and priefts, while a tournament was proclaiming
at Bofton fair, fet the town on fire in feveral
places, in order to plunder the inhabitants while
they were removing their effects, many of them
being' rich merchants. Chamberlain was how-
ever taken, and confefling the fa&, was executed
for it, but would not difcover his accomplices.

THis town fent reprefentatives to three na-
tional councils 11, 26, 27 Edward III. and firft
returncd members to parliament in Edward VI’s
time. It was incorporated in the laft year of
Henry VIID’s reign.

CorproraTioN. This town is go'vcrned by a
mayor, who is chief clerk of the market, and
admiral
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admiral of the coaft, a recorder, twelve alder-
men, a town clerk, eighteen common-council-
men, a judge, and marfhal of the admiralty, a
coroner, two ferjeants at mace, and other of-
ficers.

Ricur or ELEcTION—1628, 8th March. In
the commonalty, and not in the mayor, alder-
men, and common council.

1711, 20th March. Only in the mayor, al-
dermen and common council, and freemen of
the faid borough, refident in it, and paying fcot
and lot.

1719, 2d March. Only in the mayor, alder-
men, common council, and freemen refident
in the faid borough, paying fcot and lot; fuch
freemen claiming their freedom by birth or fer~
vitude.

NumBER oF voTerRs—About 200.

ReTURNING oFFicER—The Mayor.
Patron—Duke of Ancafter.

MIDDLE-
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MIDDLESEX.

Porrrical. CHARACTER.

THIS county is remarkable for that tiue fpia

rit of independence which the frecholders dif-

played in their conteft with the houfe of com«
. mons, from the year 1768 to the year 178a.

Tue important fubjet which engaged their
attention, is the greateft that mankind can be
employed in; and the firmnefs and refolution
with which they fupported their own rights, and
thofe of their fellow citizens, will be handed
down to pofterity with that enthufiaftic apa
plaule their patriotic labours of fourteen years;
forichly merit, and which, being, finally crowned
with fuccefs, holds up a leffon to future adminis
ftrations that, however venal and corrupt their
adherents may be, the fpirit of honeft perfever-
ance will always prevdil over minifterial influ«
ence.

AT the general election in 1768, John Wilkes,
Efq. who was juft returned from his exile, was
1 unanimoufly
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unanimoufly nominated, at a humerous meeting
of the frecholders of this county, held at the af-
fembly-room, at Mile End, on the 20th March,
to reprefent this county in parliament. On the
28th of the fame month the election came on at
Brentford, when Sir William Beauchamp Proc-
tor, Bart. and George Cooke, Efq. the late mem-
bers, were candidates ; Mr. Wilkes was alfo put
in nomination, and at the.clofe of the poll, the
numbers were, for

John Wilkes, Efq. 1292
George Cooke, Efg. 827
Sir W. B. Proctor, 807

Whereupon the fheriffs, Meffieurs Hallifax and
Shakefpeare, declared Mr. Wilkes and Mr. Cooke
to be duly clected. On the 1oth of May fol-
lowing, the parliament met, when no bufine(s
of confequence was done, except choofing their
fpeaker, &c. until their prorogation.

O~ the 8th of November, 1768, the parlia-
ment met again, and on the 14th of November
following, a petition was prefented to the houfe
jrom Mr. Wilkes, then a prifoner in the King’s
Bench. This petition, which furnifhed an occa~
fion for the memorable proceedings that fol-

lowed,
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lowed, contained a recapitulation of all the prow
ceedings againft Mr. Wilkes, from the time of
his firft apprehenfion, by a general warrant in
April 1763, to the time of his commitment to
the King’s Bench prifon, in 1768.

Thue petition produced an order, for the proper
officers to lay before the houfe a copy of the re-
cords of the proceedings upon the feveral informa-
tions in the court of King’s Bench againft Mr.
Wilkes. After which, the journals and refolu-
tions of the houfe, upon that fubjec, in the year
1763, being examined, a day was appointed for
the hearing of the matter of the petition, and
alfo of the procecdings in the court of King’s
Bench, of which notice was ordered to be given
to Mr. Wilkes; a great number of perfons alfo,
who werc concerned as actors or witneffes in
thefe tranfations, among whom was Mr. Webb,
late fecretary to the Treafury, and againft whom
a heavy charge was laid in the perition, were
ordered to attend the houfe at the fame time.
Some perfons of great weight in oppofition, from
the Beginning, recommended to the miniftry, that
this petition fhould be paffed by without notice,
and very ftrongly pointed out the miflchievous

confe-




MIDDLESEX. 225

ronfequences, which muft attend an enquiry'in-
to that fort of matter to the houfe at Jarge, and
particularly to the minifters themfelves. Dur-
ing this interval, fome motions were made upon
the fubje&, the want of fuccels in which, feemed
indu&ive of the difpofition that prevailed within
doors, in regard to the popular prifoner, whofe
prefent fituation excited the greateft attention
without. Among thefe, it was moved to addrefs
his majefty, that the auditor of the imprefs
fhould lay before the houfe copies of all fuch
accounts as had been pafled, declared, or receiv-
£d, from Philip Carteret Webb, Efq. fince Mid-
fummer, 1762, which was pz;ﬁ'ed in the negative.
In the mean time Mr. Webb petitioned for
an opportunity to vindicate himfelf, at the bar of
the houfe, from the charges that were made
againft him ; which he was allowed to do, either
by himfelf or his counfel, at the time of hearing
the matter of the petition. Application having
been made alfo by Mr. Wilkes for liberty to
attend the houfe, in order to fupport the allega-
tions of hispetition, it was complied with, and
liberty of counfel allowed him for that purpofe.
After thele previous fteps had been taken, the

Vor. II. Q ~ time
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time for hearing the matter of the petition, which
had been originally fixed for the 2d of Decem-
ber, was however put off to the 12th of the fame
month; afte? which it was finally adjourned to
the 27th of the following January; at which
time the miniftty feemed undetermined how to
a&; but a proceeding of Mr. Wilkes afforded
a new opportunity or pretence to renew the pro-
fecution againft him. On one hand, many in
-adminiftration and office were exccedingly averfe
to taking any ftep relative to this gentleman, as
many inconveniences had formerly been expe-
rienced from fuch a condu&, and more were ap-
prehended from a revival of it.  Neither did the
oppofition fcem willing to prefs the minifter
on that bufinefs. The very motion by which
Mr. Wilkes’s petition had been introduced
into that houfe, having prayed no more than
that it fhould lay on the table; a method, ac-
cording to the cuftom of that affembly, of cie
villy paffing into oblivion fuch matters as they
do not choole to attend to, or formally to re-
je&. It feems however that the party mol}
animated towards the profecution prevailed at
length.

Mg,
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Mz. WiLkss, having by fome meansprocured
u copy of a letter from the fecretary of flate, to
certain magiftrates of Surry, refpeing their
employing the military to aid the civil power,
in quelling a riot in St. George’s Fields, by which
Mr. Allen, a young man of exemplary charaler,
and refpectable conne&ions, loft his life *.

Tue fecretary of ftate acknowledged him-
{elf the writer of the letter, and made a complaint
in the houfe of lords, as a peer, of a breach of
pri\;ilege ; and the publifhers of the newfpapers
having acknowledged that they received a copy
of the letter from Mr. Wilkes, a complaint was
made to the commons, of the condut of their
member, and a conference held upon thie {ubje&
by the two houfes; and the matter being agi-
tated, during the enquiry into the merits of Mr.
Wilkes’s petition, he with great boldnefs, before
the houfc, confefled himfelf the author of the
prefatory remarks, as well as of having fent the
whole to the news-printer.

Tue matter of the petition having undergone
a long examination, during which Mr. Wilkes,

Q=2 in

* A monument to commemorate this fatal cataﬂrophe is
ereted in the charch-yard of St. Mary, Newington,
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in the cuftody of the marfhal of the King's Bench,
attended the houfe, it was finally refolved, “ That
« the two ordersmade by lord Mansfield, lord chief
« jultice 8f the king’sbench, fortheamendment of
« the information, exhibited in the faid court
 againft Mr. Wilkes, were according to law and
« juftice, and the praftice of the faid court:
¢ that the complaint of Mr. Wilkes, in refpe&t
¢ thereof, is frivolous; and that the afperfions
“upon the faid chief juftice, for making the
* faid two orders, truly conveyed, are utterly
« groundlefs, and tend to prejudice the minds of
“ the people againft the adminiftration of pub-
“ lic juftice.” It was at the fame time refolved,
that the charge againft Philip Carteret Webb,
Efq. was not made good.

Tuk fecretary of ftate’s letter, and the prefa~
tory remarks, were next day taken under confi-
deration; when it was refolved, ¢ That the intro~
“ duftion of a letter, addreffed to Daniel Ponton,
“¢ Efq. chairman of the quarter feffions at Lam-
“beth, of which John Wilkes, Efg. a member
“ of the houfe, had confeffed himfelf the author
“ and publifher, was an infolent, fcandalous, and
*“ malicious libel, tending to inflame the minds

“of

/
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* of his majefty’s fubjeis to fedition, and to a
“ total fubverfion of all good order and legal
« government.”’

Tuzse refolutions were immediately, after
-long an.a violent debatcs; followed by expulfion ;
in the vote of which, his former crimes, for which
he was now fuffering punifhment, were compli-
cated with the prefent charge; and a new writ
was accordingly iffaed for the elettion of a
member in his room,

Tre next day, at a very numerous meeting of
the freeholders of Middlefex, held at the Mile-
end affembly-room, George Bellas, Efg. was cal-
led to the chair, when James Townfhend, Efq.

Jnember of parliament for Weftlooe, in Corn-
wall, and afterwards aldermanof London, recom-
mended the refolution of re-ele@ing Mr. Wilkes
ina very elegant and animated fpeech, in which he
obferved, that he had never feen nor {poken to
Mr. Wilkes before his late expulfion; that he
regarded his caufe folely as the caufe of the
people, divefted of every perfonal confideration
or conneftion ; that the oppreflion and injuries
Mr. Wilkes had fuffered, were fufficient to roufe

the
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the indignation of every man, who had one gene-
rous {entiment in his breaft, or the leaft fenfe of
freedom and regard for the conftitution; and
that he would affert the right of the freeholders
to- the choice of their reprefentatives, by going
to give his vote for Mr. Wilkes, in cafe of fu-
ture expulfion, as long as he fhould have a

thilling left, or one leg to hop down to Brent~
ford. = - .

Joun Sawsripce, Efg. member for Hithe,
in Kent, feconded this motion with great fpirit,
concluding with the words of Mr. Wilkes’s ad-
drefs, “ That if once the miniftry fhall be per-
“ mitted to fay whom the freeholders fhall »oz
“ chufe, the next ftep will be to tcil them whom
« they /hali chufe.”

- MRr. Hoax~e, Samuel Vaughan, Efg. Sir Fran-~
tis Blake Delaval, Eyre, Elq. Jones,
E{g. and many other gentlemen of praperty and
charaller, fpoke to the fame effeét.

MRr. WiLkEs was re-elected at Brentford on
the L6th, member for the county, by the unani- -
wous voice of above two thoufund of the moft

refpettablg
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refpeQable freeholders, who, notwithftanding it
proved a very wet day, attended at their own ex-
pence, early in the morniug, to fupport this re-
cletion, left any candidate in the oppofite inte-
reft, thould have been, by a party, attempted to
be furprifed upon the county at the huftings.
Every thing was condufted with the moft firi&
and fingular good order. He was put up by
James Townfhend, Efq. member for Weftlooe,
and when the re-eleflion was declared, they all
around teflified their joy by the moft loud and
unanimous fhouts of applaufe. It may be truly
faid, that this re-eletion did not coft Mr.
Wilkes a fingle fhilling, fo unanimous and fo
hiearty were the people in his favour,

THE next day, the 17th of February, 1769,
the return of the previous day having been made
to the houfe, it was refolved, that Mr, Wilkes
having been expelled this feflion, was, and is,
incapable of being elefted a member of the
prefent parliament. This fecond ele@ion was
declared void, and a new writ ordered to be
iffued accordingly. |

On the 16th of March, a third ele@tion was

keld at Brentford, for an eletion of a knight of
' the
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the- fhire, when Charles Dingley made an offer
to-oppofe this popular candidate; but being very
roughly handled by the populace, he thought it
moft prudent to decline, upon which Mr. Wilkes
was again re-elefted without oppofition.

- It appears, that at the above ele&ion, Mr,
Dingley had not properly confidered how far his
natural fortitude was equal to the arduous tafk of
oppofing the’predominant fpirit of a free people;
if he had ftood the poll only for one hour, it
was the determination of miniftry, as they had
declared in the circle of their private friends, to
get him feated by a fpecial vote of the houfe, as
they afterwards did in the cafe of colonel Lut-
trel. The reception, however, that he met
with, and the countenance of the freeholders,
had fuch an effeét upon him, that he was glad to
retire with his life, not having been able to find
a man in the county that was hardy enough to
put him in nominafion, This eleélion, as well
as the former, was declared void, and near ano-
ther month was fuffered to elapfe before the time
was fixed for a new one. It was now thought that
this made of eleting and declaring void, wauld
Yhave been carried on to the end of the feffion;

and
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and that it would then have lain over to the next
meeting, in which time the minds of men might
have cooled, or fome impediment might have
‘been found to change the nature of the difcufl-
fion ; and many thought, that in the prefent cir-
cumftances, it would have been the moft prudent
condu&t that could have been purfued; for
though great debates arofe concerning the refo-
lution of incapacitation, and the fubfequent ones
of voiding the eleflion, yet the public did not
think themfelves fo much interefted in them, nor
their rights in any degree fo materially affected,
as by the fucceeding meafure,

A nirrerent conduc was however adopted 3
a gentleman in a military charatter, and of
confiderable connexions, though of no fortune
or intereft immediately in the county, was hardy
enough to vacate his feat in parliament, by the
acceptance of a nominal place, and to encounter
the whole weight of popular odium, by declar-
ing himfelfa candidate for the county of Middle~
fex; a meafure at that time fuppofed to be at-
tended with fo much danger, that policies were
faid to have been opened upon his life at fome
of the infurance offices in the city.
Turs
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THxis danger however proved to be only ima-
ginary ; for though fome riots happened upon
the road, the ele@ion was condufted with great
order; the fear of giving any handle to difpute
its validity, having proved fuperior to every
other confideration with the frecholders. Though
the whole weight of court intereft was thrown
into the fcale in-this gentleman’s favour, yet a
majority of near four ta one appeared againft
him upon the eleftion ; the numbers being, on
the poll,

For John Wilkes, Efg. 1143
For Colone| Luttrel, only 296

‘Majority in favour of the
caule of liberty, } 847

Two days after this eleétion, a refolution was
carried in the houfe, by a majority of 221 to
139, that Colonel Luttrcl 6ught to have been
returned a knight of the fhire for the county of
Middlefex ; and the deputy clerk of the crown
was ordered to amcend the return, by rafing out
~ the name of Mr. Wilkes, and inferting that of
* Colonel Luttrel in its place.  Fourtcen days

having been allowed for a petition againft this
decifion,
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decifion, one was accordingly prefented, figned
by feveral freeholders, which was again brought
into very warm and ferious debate ; when, how-
ever, upon a divifion, the former refolution was
confirmed by a majority.

As no public meafure, fince the acceffion of
the prefent royal family, had incited {o general
an alarm, or caufed fo univerfal a difcontent as
the prefent, fo was no other ever oppofed with
more firmnels, or debated with greater ability;
nor has any other political fubje& been fo ably
difcuffed without doors, or produétive of fo many
malterly writings. '

M-gr. CookEk, the other member for Middle-
fex, died in October, 1768. On the 8th of No-
vember following, the eleion came on at Brent-
ford, for a knight of the fhire in his room, when
'Sir William Beauchamp Proctor, the latemember,
who had been oufted by Mr. Wilkes, became a
candidate in the minifterial intereft, and John
Glynn, Efq. ferjeant at law, was propofed by
the'friends of liberty. About two of the clock,
Mzt. Serjeant Glynn having polled a great majo-
nity over his opponent, a defperate riot broke

aut
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out on a fudden, the mob mounted the huftings,
attempted to feize the poll-books, and entirely
put a flop to the eletion. Great numbers of
freeholders were hurt in trying to get away, and
the remainder of the day was a fcene of riot and
confufion. The eleftion was continued by va-
rious adjournments, until the 14th of the fame
‘month, when the poll was finally clofed; the

" - ‘numbers being,

For Mr. Serjeant Glynn, 1542
For Sir W. B. Pro&or, 1278

Majority for Mr. Serjeant Glynn, 264

Whereupon that gentleman was declared duly
ele@ted, The numbers polled at this eleétion
exceeded by forty-two the greateft number pol-
3ed upon any preceding occafion.

Tue riot on the 8th inftant, by the friends of
Sir W. B. Proftor having the label * Proftor
*“ and liberty” in their hats, was produétive of
moft {erious confequences. Mr. George Clarke,
a young gentleman, was murdered by one of
thofe mifcreants, as he ftood at the huftings, dur-
ing the time of polling. The body was taken

to
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to the White-Hart, Welbeck-ftreet, where the
coroner’s inqueft was taken, before Edward Um-
freville, Efq. one of the coroners of the county
_ of Middlefex, and a very refpe@able jury, when
it appeared, from very clear and pofitive evi-
dence, that his death was occafioned by a blow
given him by a ftick or bludgeon, by fome of the
mob concerned in the riot, during the ele&ion
on the 8th inftant. The jury, very prudently,
. defired to have’the affiftance and opinion of a
furgeon ; when a very eminent one was fent for,
who after opening the head of the deceafed, and
examining him in a very particular manner,
gave his opinion, that the faid blow was the caufe
of his death. The jury, without the leaft befi-
tation, gave in their verdi&, ¢ Wilful murder
“ againft fome perfon or perfons unknown.”

Laurence Barr, and Edward Macquirk,
were afterwards apprehended for the  above
murder, and took their trial at the Old Bailey,
on the 14th of January, 1769, when it appeared
that the prifoners were hired, with others, pre-
vious to the day of eleftion, for the purpole of
keeping thc peace, and affifting the friends of
Sir W. B. Pro&tor ; that for fome time the poll

went
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went on with the greateft regularity, and without
the leaft interruption ; that'all at once the pri-
foners, with others, began in a moft outrageous
manner to ftrike and knock down, indifcrimi-
nately, all who came in their way; and that the
deceafed was one of the unhappy perfons who
was thus violently attacked. They were both,
upon the cleareft evidence, found guilty. The

zecorder then paffed fentence of death, and in
his fpeech obferved, that the procurers, how-

ever dignified, as well as the procured, were not
excmpt, by our laws, from equal punifhment.

Tue trial lalted fourteen hours, and was at-
tended by the fulleft court ever known,

THuEsE men, as well as thofe concerned in the
murder of Mr. Allen, afterwards received his

majefty’s frce pardon.

Arrnovcn Colonel Luttrel continued to
keep his feat, in confequence of the unconftitu-
tional decifion of the houfe of commons, until
the clofe of that parliament in 1774, he was
never acknowledged by the elettors of Middle-

fex, or by the people at large, as one of their re-
prefentatives ;



MIDDLESEX. 39

prefentatives ; and whenever an order was made
for a call of the houfe, the fheriffs of Middlefex
always fammoned John Wilkes, Efq. and John
Glynn, Efg. to attend their duty in parliament,
as the legal reprefentatives of the county.

Ar the enfuing general eleftion in 1774, Mr.
Wilkes, and Mr. Serjeant Glynn, were unani~
moufly re-cleftéd, and the houfe of commonsg
feeling them{elves fo unequal to the oppofing the
fenfe of a whole nation, fuffered Mr. Wilkes to
take his feat without any further oppofition.

Tuiscounty unfortunately lofing Mr. Serjeant
Glynn in the year 1779, who died in the month
of September, the minifter, aided by the late
duke of Northumberland, again attempted to
obtrude a reprefcntative upon the county, and
Colonel Tuffnell accordingly vacated his feat for
Beverley, to become a candidate upon that in-
tereft. The late George Byng, Efq. who was a
that time member for Wigan, in the county of
Lancafter, was put in nomination by the pa~
triotic party, but the minifter refufing to give
the Chiltern Hundreds to this gentleman, as he
had done to colonel Tuffnell, prevented his

3 : being
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being in a capacity, at that time, to accept of the
honour intended him. . The independent gentle-
men of the county then prevailed upon Mr.,
Wood, of Littleton,.to become their reprefen.
tative for the remainder of that parliament, when
Mr. Byng’s incapacity would be removed by its
diflolution.

Uron Mr. Wood’s coinciding with the wifhes
of the frecholders, colonel Tuffnell, being con-
vinced that he had no chance of fucceeding,
declined the conteft, and Mr. Wood was unani«
moufly elected.

AT the general eleftion in 1780, Mr. Byng
was unanimoufly eletted, together with Mr.,
Wilkes, who received that honour from his cona
ftituents the fixth time.

On the third of May, 178¢, the motion which
had been annually made for twelve years, for
expunging from the journals of the houfe of
commons the famous refolution of the 17th of
February, 1769, for the expulfion of Mr. Wilkes,
after fo long a fucceffion of defeats, now termi-

pated, by a majority of 68; the numbers, on
the

4
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the divifion being, ayes 115, noes 47. It was
afterwards refolved unanimoufly, that the faid
‘éxpulfion was illegal and unconftitutional.

" Tae coalition taking placé the following year,
was produétive of exaétly the fame confequerices
between the reprcfgmatives of this coynty,
as with the members for Weftminfter. ;| Mr.
Mainwaring was propofed as a candidate, {n op-.
pofition to Mr. Byng, and was eletted by/a con-
fiderible majority, in conjun&ion with Mr.
Wilkes, at the diffolution of the parliament which
took place in 1784. >

At the laft general cle@tion, in 1790, Mr.
Wilkes declined the honour of fitting in parlia-
ment, and was fucceeded by George Byng, Efg.
fon of the lat¢ member, and Mr, Mainwating
was re-chofen.

Ancient StaTte.  This county, which is
bounded on the eaft by Effex, on the fouth by
Surry and Kent, on the weft by Buckingham-
fhire, and on the north by Hertfordfhire, de-
rives its name from having been the abode of
the middle Saxons, who were fo called from

Vou. IL. R their
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their being fituated in the centre of the three
kingdoms of the caft, weft, and fouth Saxens,
It is nearly in the ¢entre of the principal part
of the kingdom,"in the province of Canterbury,
and diocefe of London; and gives the title of
earl to the family of Sackville. .

Tais county, and that of Effex, were farmerly
inhabited by the Trinobantes; and, according
ta the Saxon divifion, Middlefex, Effex, and the
eaftern part of Hertfordfhire, conftituted the
kingdom of the Eaft Saxons.

Mipbpresex is divided into fix hundreds, and
two liberties; has nearly two hundred parifhes,
exclufive of thofe in London and Weftminfter ;
it is twenty-three miles long, about fourteen
broad, and about a hundred and fifteen miles in
circuit; it has feven market towns, and cone
tains two hundred and forty fquare miles, or

two hundred and feventcen thoufand fix hun-
dred acres.

THoucH this is reckoned one of the fmalleft
.counties, in point of extent, in the kingdom, yet
on account of London and Weftminfter, it pays,

eighty
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eighty parts out of five hundred and thirteen of
the land-tax. It {fends 1600 men to the national
militia, exclufive of L.ondon, and the Tower Ham~
lets. Its principal river is the Thames, which

. is navigable 138 miles inland, from London-

bridge to Lechlade, at which place it is continued
by a canal to the Stroud-water canal, and
through it to the Severn, which was opened No-
vember 18, 1789, at the expence of £.200,000.
By means of this inland navigation, the internal
trade of the country may be carried on in time
of war without the interruption of our enemies.

THis county has been long famous for being
the refidence of the king and his court, as alfo
of the nobility, courts of juftice, &c. Here
likewife are fituate the houfes of lords and
commons, and feveral royal palaces, together
with a great number of fuperb buildings, a de-
fcription of which does not come within the lis
mits of our plan.

Tue two fheriffs of the dty of London are
alfo the fheriff of this county, annually chofen
at Guildhall by the livery, and are afterwards
prefented before the barons of Exchequer for
approbation.

R1 Lonpon,
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PorrricaL CuaracTer. This city, which is
the firt in magnitude, population, cemmerce,
and opulence, in Europe, has no more weight in
the legiflative reprefentation of the country,
than the united boroughs of Weymouth and
Melcombe Regis, which are the property of an
individual. Its members are not the reprefen-
tatives of the inhabitant houfekeepers, refident
and paying taxes within the city, but of a cor-
pératc franchife, derived under ancient charters,
limited and confirmed by an a& of parlia-
ment 11 George I. chap. 18, fe&. 1. to the
liverymen of the faid city. In order to be pof-
fefled of this eleftive right, a man muft have
obtained his freedom of one of the. trading
companies, and likewife of the city of Lon-
" don, ecither by birth, as the fon of a freeman
born after his father became free, by fervitude, -
as having ferved feven years apprenticefhip to a
freeman, by gift of the corporation, or by pur-
chafe, and afterwards, by being admitted to the
livery of one of the companies. This laft qua-

lification
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lification was not always neceffary, the right of
cleflion anciently having been in the freemen
at large, which was the fubje& of many con-
tefts, until 11 Gearge I. gave a peremptory right
to the livery only. The prefent number is under
8000; but if the right were in the freemen at
large, the ele@®ors would be nearly ten times
that number; or, if it were in the inhabitant
houfekeepers, agreeable to our ancient free
. conftition, the number would be 22,000.

Tue civil government of this city is the firlt
and beft in this country, both with regard to the
refpe&tability of its officers, and their integrity in
the adminifiration of juftice. The magiftrates,
chofen by the freemen of each refpeflive ward,
are popular in their organization, unfhackled
by couft influence, independent in their affices,
and accountable to their fellow-citizens far the
impartial difcharge of the duties of their func.
‘tion. ‘Their future elevation to the offices of
theriff, mayor, and member of parliament, de-
pending on the exemplary difcharge of their
municipal power.

Wiuaz
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Whar a beautiful contraft do thefe judicial
officers form, wha derive their power from the
ele&ion of the people, with the magiftrates of
an adjoining city and county, who are branded
with the epithet of trading juftices, hold their
commiffions undeér a courtly lord lifeu,tcnant,' )
their dedimus potéftatem under the chancel-
Yor, and are removable at the pleafure of the
crown. To re&ify thefe abufes, an a& is
this moment depending in parliament to regene-
rate their power, and, if poffible, to corrett the
evil in future. We are at alofsto dlfcover the
neceffity or policy of eftablithing a penfioned
fhagiftracy, when the city of London has given
them an example in pralice, of the pure and
and difinterefted adminiftration of juftice, arifing
from the people’s difcrimination in the choice of
their magiftrates. We cannot but conclude, that
a fimilar inflitution would be produ&we of
fimilar effects.

THis city is governed by a lord mayor, re-
corder, 36 aldermen, 2 ihcrxﬂ's, and 236 com-
mon council. The lord mayor is chofen out
of the 26 aldermen by the livery, on Michael-
mas day, who return two to the court of alder-

e o8 men,
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men, out of whom the court makes choice of
one to ferve that important office. The fheriffs
are likewife chofen by the livery in common
hall, and may cither be fele@ed from the court
of aldermen, or from among the freemen at
large. The aldermen and common council are
chofen by the inhabitant houfekeepers, being
freemen of the refpeltive wards, of Alderfgate,
Aldgate, Baflithaw, Billingfgate, Bifhopfgate,
Bread Street, Bridge Without, or Southwark,
Bridge Within, Broad Street, Candlewick, Caf-
tle Baynard, Cheap, Coleman Street, Cordwai~
ner, Cornhill, Cﬁpplcgate, Dowgate, Farring-
don Without, Farringdon Within, Langborn,
Lime Street, Portfoken, Queenhithe, Tower,
Vintry, and Walbrook. The aldermen hold
their offices for life, but the common council
are elefled annually, on St. Thomas’s day. The
recorder is chofen by the coyrt of aldermen, and
holds his office for life. The other city officers
of importance are, the chamberlain, common
ferjeant, town clerk, comptroller, calle&tor of
the city dues, two judges of the fheriff’s court,
four city counfel, two fecondaries of the Comp-
ter, a remembrancer, and folicitor,

¢ Tay
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Tue lord mayor bas four efquires of his

houfehold, a fword-bearer, a mace-bearer or

crier, the water-bailiff, and the common hunt;
fix gentlemen of ditto, two city marfhals, and fix
marfhal’s men,

Ty1s city has had the honour of f{ending ta

parliament fome of the moft diftinguifhed pa-
" triots that have adorned the page of Britifh hif-
tory; among whom may be named Sir John Ber-
nard, Sir Stephen Theodore Janflen, and the late
William Beckford, Efq. but how does the poli«
tical virtue of a great people degenerate, when
a penfioner and a contrador can obtain a fuc-
ceflion to the reprefentative truft of fuch cha-
ratters. '

In this metropolis minifterial and ariftocra-
tical influence have no operation; artificial dig-
nity is unknown ; equality exifts in its native pu}
rity; and no fu_pex"iority is acknowledged, but
that which arifes from ability and merit. " In the
exercife of the firft privilege of a freeman, the
delegation of legiflative power to the reprefen~
tatives, they are neither awed by the tyranny of
control, nor inflienced by the incitement of

corruption,
ANCIENT,
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AncieNT StaTE. Camden fuppofes Lon.
don derived its name from the Britith words
Llhun, a wood, and Dinas, a city or town, fig-
nifying a city in a wood; both Cafar and Stra4
bo affert, that the ancient Britons lived in
fenced woods and groves. It has likewife been
fuppofed, that the name London was derived
from the -Britifh words Lohng Dinas, a har-
hour for fhips. On account of its being the
metropolis of the Britifh dominions, this city
is the meridian, from which all Britifh geogra-
phers compute the meafyres of longitude,

Tue antiquity of London is undoubtedly
very great; it probably exifted in the time
of the ancient Britans, before the art of writ-
ing was brought into England; but it was nei-
ther built by Brute, nor king Lud, as fome fa-
bulous authors pretend, It had no buildings,
either of brick or ftone, till they were erected by
the Romans; the dwellihgs of the Britons being
only huts, formed of twigs wattled together; yet
Tacitus obferyes, that it wag a place of confide~
rable trade in the reign of Nero, about the
year 26, when it was famous for the multitude
of its merchants; but foon after, Suesonius

abandoncd
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abandoned the city to the fury of Boadicea, op
account of its being too large to be defended by
his army of ten thoufand Romans; whence it
appears, that it was then of confiderable extent.
That exafperated princefs, however, burns the
city, and put all its inhabitans to the fword.
From this great cataftrophe London foon reco-
vered; {o that Herodian, in the life of the em-
peror Severus, calls it a great and wealthy city s
and, about that time, it changed its name of
Londinum, for that of Augufta; but fome time
afterwards recovered ity ancient name. It muf
be obferved, that Ptolemy, and fome other
writers of great antiquity, as alfo fome moderns,
among whom is the Rev, Dr. Gale, dean of
York, have endcavoured to prove, that it was
originally a Roman ftation in St, George’s-
ficlds, to fecure their conquefts on that fide of
the river ; many Roman coins, bricks and chec-
quered pavements, haying been found there. Be-
fides, three Roman ways, from Kent, Surry and
Middlefex, interfcéted each other in that place;;
and, about a century ago, an urn filled witﬁ
bonés was dug up there. Hence it was fup-
pofed to be the original Londinum; but that a¥- .
ter the Romans had fubdued the Trinobantes,

they
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they fettled on the north fide of the Thames.
Mr. Maitland, however, has oppofed this opi-
nion with great ftrength of argument, and ob-
ferves, that the Romans were too wife to make
ufe of fo unhealthy a fituation as St. George’s-
fields then was, they being conftantly overflow-
ed by every fpring tide, till the river was con-
fined by artificial banks; and, thatif the an-
tiquities difcovered are any progf, above twenty
times the quantity of Roman antiquities have
been found on the north than on the fouth fide
of the river.

By whom this city was firft walled is uncer-
tain; fome afcribing it to Conftantine the Great,
and others to his mother Helena; but it is
moft probable, the wall was ereted by the em-
peror Valentinian the Firft, about the year 368,
and quite furrounded the city, to fecure it from
being invaded by water, as well as by land.
The extent of the \yall,' was three miles in
compafs, fortified on the land fide by fificen
lofty towers, In the reign of king Henry II.
it was confiderably raifed,' but in that of Rich. I.
part of it was demolithed, to make room for the
ditch round the Tower ; being much decayed in

the




the reign of king Henry III. he obliged he
citizens to repair it at a great expence. In
the reign of king John, the city was fortified
by drawing a deep moat round the wall; and
afterwards the crown ufually granted the' ma-
giftrates of London 2 duty on certain goods, to
defray the expence of cleaning the ditch, and
repairing the wall.  In the reign of Edward V.
great part of the city wall was rebuilt at the ex-
pence of the city companies.

THxz original gates of the city, ereéted at the
fame time with the wall, are fuppofed to have
been four : Newgate, Cripplegate, Aldgate, and
Dowgate. Thefe gates were erefied over the
three great Roman military ways in this part of
Britain: the Roman road, called Watling-ftreet,
interfe@ing the Thames, entered London through
Dowgate, and, croffing the city, paffed through
Newgate. The military way, called Ermine-
fireet, is fuppofed to have pointed to Cripple-
gate, and the vicinal way to have run through

Aldgate. In king Henry II’s reign, the wall
* had the feven following gates: Aldgate, Bithop{-
gate, Cripplegate, Alderfgate, Newgate, Lud-
gate, and a poftern near the Tower; but that

part
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~ part of the wall next the Tower being demolifh
ed in the reign of Richard I. the poftern fell
down, All the fix remaining gates, with Moor-
gate, which was afterwards built, have been
fince demolifhed to make way for new buildings,
whereby the city is much improved, both in ap-
pearance and healthinefs.

THis city had fummons fent to return mem-
bers to parliament fo early as in the reign of 49
Henry I1I. and were, 6 Edward II. increafed
to four, which it fent very often in this reign,
and has ever fince 43 Edward III. conftantly
returned four members to parliament.

CorroraTION. Conlfifts of a lord mayor, re-
corder, two fheriffs, 26 aldermen, and 236 com-
mon councilmen.

"~ RiGHT orF ELEcTION—By adl of parliament
11 Geo. IL in the livery only.

NUMBER OF VOTERS—7000.
RxturNING orricErs—The Sheriffs,

WESTMIN-
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WESTMINSTER.

PoLrticar Cuaracter. This city could
never boaft of that virtue or independence which
has dignified her eldeft fifter the city of London.
Her reprefentatives have generally been felected
from the eldeft fons of the nobility, who were
higheft in court favour, or from placemen in the
fuperior departments of office; and, though the
right of eletion is popular and free, it is not at
all furprifing, when we recollect that this is the
feat of royalty, the refidence of adminiftration,
and that all the offices of government are held
‘within its limits;

As an evidence, however, that the people,
wherever they have the exercife of that power,
‘which nature and a free conftitution gives, will
exercife it in defiance of controul, the cletors
of Weftminfter, upon a vacancy which happened
in ‘1769, by the prefent lord Sandys fucceeding
to the peerage, feeling a juft refentment at the
unconftitutional meafures, adopted in refpect to
the Middlefex eleftion, and which were repro-

' bated
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bated by the whole kingdom, they returned the
late Sir Robert Bernard to parliament, who had
diftinguithed himfelf in fupport of the rights of
the frecholders of Middlefex, againft all the in-
fluence and intrigue of the adminiftration of that
day.

AT the following election, in 1774, lord vif~
count Mahon, now earl Stanhope, and lord
vifcount Mountmorres, were candidates on the -
independent intereft of this city, and earl Percy,
now duke of Northumberland, in conjunétion
with the earl of Lincoln, fon of the duke of New-
caftle, were fupported by the united intereft of
the ariftocracy and adminiftration; the two latter
fucceeded againft the former by a majority of
nearly two to one.

~ Frowm this period, to the general ele&tion of
1780, the city of Weftminfter was ranked, in the
public opinion, with the moft obfequious bo-
roughs, The duke of Newcaftle and the duke
of Northumberland being confidered as its politi-
cal rulers, and fo completely did their afcendency
appear to be eftablithed, that upon the acceflion
of earl Percy to the peerage, on the death of

his
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his mother; their nominatiot of lord Maide,
fon of the earl of Effex; was fubmitted to with
fcarcely the thew of an oppofition, although Sir
Watkin Lewes was. propdfed by feveral inde-
pendent electors, who virtuoufly offered to defray
the legal and neceflary expences of a poll.

AT the general ele@ion, in 1780, the city of
Weftminfter effectually burft the chains of arif<
tocratical influence. The inhabitants having
formed an affociation for the purpofe of cffeCting
a parliamentary reform, correcting the expendi-
. ture of the public revenue, and putting an end
to the ruincus American war; and that aflo-
ciation having appointed a2 committee, compofed
of gentlemen of the firft ability, patriotifm
and integrity, the emancipation of this popu-
lous city was foon effefted by their united exer-
tions. '

THe miniftry, fecling the vigorous arm of af-
fociated independénce too powerful for the
fecble refiftance of ariftocracy, contented them-
felves with attempting to carry one member, in the
perfon of lord Lincoln, uniting with him the

popularity of Sir George (now lord) Rodney,
who
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who was propofed by the affociation, in tonjunc
tion with their illuftrious’ chairman, the Righe
Honourable Charles James Fox:

THE eévent, however, demonftrated that this
partial effort was only the expiring ftruggle of
undue influence, for, after a poll of one-and-
twenty days, Mr. Fox was elefled by a majority
of fix hundred and twenty-fix votes, in conjunc-
tion with Sir George Rodney, agamll whom there
was no oppofition,

" 1In 1782, Sir George Rodney vacated his feat
by accepting a peerage, when Sit Cecil Wray,
Bart. was invited by the committce of the affoci-
ation to become a candidate, and was unani.
moufly approved and ele¢@ted by the conRituent
body. '

THue unpopular coalition which took place the
enluing year, and which divided the people fr
the parliament, the fupportersof liberty from :;I
taufe itfelf, and the advocates of public men
from one another, created a divifion between
the gieat affertor of this city’sindependence, and

his virtuous ¢olleague Sir Cecil Wray ; men
Vor. II. S whofe
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wholt integrity was inviolable, whofe patriotifud
was unfhaken, and in whom the genuine prine
ciples of freedom were congenial.

. THE ariftocracy did not fail to improve this
mifchievous opportunity, but in alliance with the
new-fangled adminiftration of the moment, who
compofe themotley group of the prefent day, and
whofe heterogeneous combination exceeds by far
the political deformity of the coalition, took the
advantage of popular refentment and difunion,
to introduce Lord Hood to the reprefentation at
the enfuing general ele®ionin 1784. His lord-
fhip, }'zo.'\:v’cérer, vacating his feat in 1788, on being
appointed one of the lords of the admiralty, the
mdependence of the city again manifefted itfelf in
the rc}c&mn of a placeman, and in the choice of
lord John Townfhend, by a majority equal ta
that which was obtained by Mr. Fox on his firf}
election.

" This vx&ory was, however, faid to be oba
tained at the expence of fifty thoufand pounds, a
tax o enormous and fevere upon the freedom of
eleftion, as to obliterate even the name, unlefs
the virtue and good fenfe of the nation fhall
' A teach
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teach them to defpife the grofs artsthat are prac-
tifed upon the moft difgraceful of the human
paffions, to intoxicate them into a furrender of
their birth-right for a mefs of pottage, or tn
make their own imbecility the m(trumemof
their degradation.

WE trult, however, the period is not very dil~
tant, when a perfe€t fyftem of reprefentation
thall be eftablithed, when the whole nation fhall
be exhibited at the fame hour employed in
exercifing the important right of elefling their
reprefentatives, without the poflibility of incur-
ring expence. When each individual fhall de-
pofit his fuffrage in the parith where he refides,
inftead of travelling at the expence of a candidate,
from London to Berwick, or from Yorkfhire to
Cornwall, as is at prefent the praltice ; and when
fuch regulations thall preventthe worft abufes of
the beft inftitutions that can impart happinefs to
a people.

A DpiscrActruL compromife has been the
confcquence of thefe unlimited expences, in
which the dignity of the city, its independence,
and right to a perfeét reprefentation, are facrifi-

.Se ced H
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ced ; for whatever public meafure has the fanés
tion of one member, in the prefent divifion of
party, muft be oppofed by the other; and the
the moft populous city in the empire is, of courfe,
deprived of its voice in all‘the natiomal con-

cerns. ’

Mr. Horne Tooke, made a formidable op-
pofition to this unconftitutional coalition; and
we lament, with every friend to liberty, it was
mot a fuccefsful one. The decided and deter-
mined deteflation of coalitions to deftroy the
freedom of ele&tion, which was fhewn by the free-
men of Liverpool, upon the late union of lord
Penryhn,. and Mr. Bamber Gafcoigne, if once
generally adopted, would effefually check this
confpiracy of parties, and reftore the eleftors to
the legal and conftitutional exercife of their
franchife.

PETITIONS.

_ A PETITION was prefented to the houfe of
- «commons in the year 1774, by lord Mahon, now

earl Stanhope, and lord Mountmorres, againft
' the
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the rcturn of earl Percy, now duke of Northum<
berland, and the earl of Lincoln; in which it was
ftated, That divers peers and lords of parlia-
ment publicly canvafled, and otherwife unduly
interfered in the eletion, contrary to feveral ex-
prefs refolutions of the houfe; and that they al-
lowed to the ele®ors, and feveral perfons who'
had, or claimed a right to vote, money, meat,
. drink, entertainment, aor provifion; and that by
thofe and other unduc means a majority was
procurcd.

A LETTER was proved to have been fent from
the earl of Exeter’s feward in the country, to
his lordfhip’s porter in town, dire&ing him to afk
certain votes for the fitting members.

It was alfo proved, that the duke of
Northumberland &ad called an feveral of the loww
er clafs of voters,

~ Tue committee determined that the fitting
members were duly elected,

ANOTHER petition was prefented to the houfe
by Sir Cecil Wray, and -certain eleflors in his
" interef,
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intereft, againft the return of Mr. Fox in 1784,
but the merits of it were not finally entered
into.

A THIRD petition was prefented by lord Hood,
againft the return of lard John Townfhend in
1788, when, after an inveftigation of the righs of
eleFion within the faid city, the petitioner gave
up his claim, and left his opponent in pofleflion
of his feat.

In determining the abave queftion, the com-

mittee reflalved, that the inhabitants of the liber-

~ ty of St. Martin’s-le~-Grand, which is in the cen-

tre of the city of London, 4ad a right to wote, and

that the inhabitants of the liberty of the Savoy,

alias St, John the Baptift, which is in the centre

- of the city of Weftminfter, ad not a right to vote

in the eleftion of members ta ferve in parlia-’
ment for the faid city.

By this refolution, near three hundred ele&ors
were disfranchifed. An appeal againft this deci-
fioan ‘was, however, made by certain eleflorg
‘within the year, as the a& of the 28th of Geo,

: I, .
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I1I. chap. g9, direfls, which is Rill undeter-
mined.

CORRUPTION AND TREASURY INTERFERENCE.

A coMpLAINT having been made to the houfe
of commons by Mr. Thompfon, member for
Heydon, and feconded by Mr. Lambton, mem-
ber for Durham, againft George Rofe, Efg. a
member of that houfe, and fecretary to the trea-
fury, forimproper interference in the ele&ion of
1788, when there was a conteft between lord John
‘Townfhend and lord Hood, and a motion being
made, that a committee be appointed to take the
fame into confideration, it paffed in the nega-
tive, by a majority of nearly three toone; the
numbers far the queftion being 84, againft it .

231

A MmeeTING of the elefors of Weftminfter
was convened, in confequence of the above de-
eifion, when the following refolutions were a-

dopted :

Maych,
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March 20, 1792,
WESTMINSTER MEETING.

At'2 numerous and refpectable Mecting of the
Independent Electors of the City and Liberty
of 'WesTMINSTER, held at the Crown and 4n-
chor Tavern, this day, '

Haxry House, Efg. in the Chair,

THE following refolutions were unanimoufly

agreed to;

L That it appears to this meeting that a mo-
tion was made on Tuefday the 13th of March,
1798, in the houfe of commans, for “ An enquiry
“ into all abufes committed by perfons in office
“ at the election of a member to ferve in parlia~
¢ ment for the city of Weftminfter, in the month
* of July 1788, as far as the fame related to pe-
* nalties incurred under the excife law and lot<
% tery act;"* which mation was rejected,

II. That it appears to this meeting, that
George Smith, a publican in Weftminfter, was in
the year 1788 convicted, on the profecutian of

' the
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the attorney general, in the fum of fifty pounds,
for brewing beer for fale without a licence, and
that the profecution was officially conducted by
John Vivian, Efq, folicitor to the board of ex-
cife.

III. That in the month of O&ober, 1788, the
faid George Smith was employed by George
Rofe, Efq. fecretary to the treafury, as an emif-
fary and agent in favour of lord Hood, one of'the.
lords of the admiralty, at that time profecutinga
petition in parliament againft lord John Townf~
hend, the fuccefsful candidate at the election for
Weftminfter in 1788 ; and that the faid petition
was tried before a commictee of the houfe of com-
'mons, in the months of April May, and June,

1789.

IV. That in the month of Janyary 1789, éco.
Smith applied to the faid George Rofe, Efg.
ftating the particular circumftances of his cafein
a petition, and praying to have the penalty he
had incurred, remitted; That the faid George
Rofe, Efq. did forward the faid petition to the
chdirman of the -board of excife, and did after-

wards fend a letter to the fecretary, defiring as a
’ favour,
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favour, that all proceedings on Smith’s penalty
might be ftopped, till the chairman, who was at
that time abfent, returned to town.

V. That on the 8th of April 1789, the faid
George Role, Efq. did write to the faid George
Smith, in thefe words ; ¢ Mr. Rofe defires Mr.
% Smith will call on him in Old Palace-yard, to-
¢ morrow morning at eight o’clack, as Mr, Vi~
¢ vian will thenbe there.'’

VI, That it appears to this meeting, that
the fecretary of the treafury, in thus procuringa
fecret interview early in the morning, at his own
houfe, between the folicitor to the board of ex~
cife, and the convicted defendant, acted in 3 man-
ner highly fufpicious. '

V1I. That from the nature of the tranfaction,
it is difficult to know what paffed at fuch a clan-
deftine meeting ; but it appears by a receipt from
the excife office, figned * John Vivian,” that no
part of the penalty incurred by the faid George
Smith was levied before the 14th of May, 1790,
being a refpite of above thirteen months, from the

time of the private interview at Mr. Rofe’s houfe,
VIII. That
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VIII. That during the firft part 6f thefe thir-
teen months, the faid George Smith was extremely
ufeful to the treafury in forwarding the interefts:
of lord Hood, the unfuécefsful candidate, and
during the latter part of the period extremely
troublefome to the treafury, in demanding to be
paid for his fervices—That the excife penalty ap-
pears to have flept, while he was an eleftion
agent, and only became a&ive, when he thewed
himfelf in the thape of an unfatisfied creditor.

IX. That the faid George Smith, being unable
to procure from the fecretary of the treafury pay-.
ment of his bill for his faid ele@ion fervices, as
his agent, brought an action againft him to reco.
ver the amount.

X. That this ation was tried in the month of
July, 1791, beforc the lord chief juftice of the '
court of king’s bench, by a fpecial jury, who, by

" giving a verdict for the whole demand of the
plaintiff, did thereby declare themfelves fatisfied
that Smith had performed eleion fervices
againft lord John Townfhend, at the requeft of
the fecretary of the treafury, That the faid aétion
was defended by the folicitors to the treafury.

XI. That
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XI. That in the courfe of the trial of thisacs
tion, the following material evidence was given
upon oath by the folicitor for lord Hood, viz.
« That Mr. Rofe had, while the petition againft
~ & lord John Townfhend was depending, affured
* him he might truft Smith, becaufe there was
« a profecution going on againft him in the ex-
¢ cife; and as a mark of the truft and copfidence
¢ they had in him, they had interfer¢d and ftep
% ped in to ferve him,” .

XII. That this evidence was uncontroverted
upon the trial, and has fince becn circulated in a
printed ftatement for above ¢ight panths, withy
out refutation, '

XIIL. That the abovementioned proceedings
doappear to this meeting to warrant an opinion,
that Mr. Rofe, by ufing that influence with the
board of excife and its folicitor, which his fitua-
ation as fecretary to the treafury afforded him,
has endeavaured, as far as in him lay, to apply
the penalties pravided by a& of parliament for
the punithment of frauds upon the revenue, to

“the corrupt purpofe of eftablithing an undue in-
fluence in the election of a member of parliament,
XIV. Thag
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X1V. That this meeting, confidering the great
and increafing extenfiion of the excife laws, and
the number of individuals fubjett to their
operation, cannot but entertain the moft alarm-
ing apprehenfions of danger to the freedom of
cleQion, fhould the influence, which admini-
ftration muft neceffarily have in the execution of '
thofe laws, be made ufeof forthe purpofe of cor-
rupting or intimidating the minds of the elec. -
tors of this kingdom.

XV. That John Hofkins having been arrefted
on the affidavit of the folicitor of the lottery,
and then being a prifoner in the king’s bench
prifon, for penalties to the amount of 709l. in.
curred under the lottery a&, did offer to the faid
folicitor, who at the time did alfo a&t as agent to
lord Hood, to procure fixty votes for the faid
lord Hood, in confideration of his releafe from
prifon. ,

XVI. That the folicitor of the lottery declined
complying with the faid propofition until he had
confulted higher authority, and that, aftera fhort
interval of time, the propofal was accepted ; and
on Hofkins having procured fixty perfons to vote

for



270 WERSTMINSTER,

for lord Hood, he was actually difcharged from
prifon, on bail notorioufly infufficient.

XVII. Thatthe expence atténding the putting
in and juftifying fuch bail, fo notorioufly infuffi-
cient, wasin part defrayed by lord Hood, a can-
didate at the faid ele@ion, and one of the lords of
the admiralty.

XVIII. That there is reafon to believe that
this tranfa@tion would have becn traced to perfons
of higher authority,®and that other inftances of
equal enormity on the part of the fervants of the
crown in the faid ele@ion, would have been
proved, had an enquiry been granted.

XIX. That the eleGtors of Weftminftet, taka
ing into their -confideration the above circum-
ftances, anxious to maintain the freedom of eleca
tion thus daringly invaded, to prevent a mifap«
plication of the public money, and to preferve
from abufe powers which, even in the pureft ex-
ercife of them, muft be confidered as dangerous,
but which, if mifapplied, would become abfo-
lutely deftrudtive to the liberties of the people,
do confider a parliamentary enquiry as neceflary

3 - to
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to fecure the conftiuent body of this kingdom in
the frce enjoyment of their conftitutional privie
leges, and to preferve the mdcpendencc of the
houfe of commons.

XX. Refolved, That a petition be prefented ta
the houfe of commons, praying them to take the
above matter into their moft ferious confideration,
and to inftitute a fincere and folemn enquiry, as
- the beft means of correcting the abufes that have
been complained of.

XXI. That 2 committee be appointed todraw
up a petition according to the tenor of the above
refolutions ; and that copies of the fame be left
for fignature at the Crown and Anchor, the Shak-
{peare, St. Alban's, and King’s Arms Taverns, -
and fuch other places as the committee may ap-
point.

Rzsorvep, That the thanks of this meeting be
given to the chairman, for his able and indepena
dent conduét this day.

Id

Harry Houst, Chairman.
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AT the above meeting Mr, Francié; meniber
for Bletchingly, after lamenting the audacity
-with which corruption was now pra&ifed, and
the indifference with which it was fuffered to go
unpunifhed, faid, he had an opportunity as a
tnember of parliament fince the yeat 1784, to
have beeil 4 conftant obferver of the conduét of

" the prefent minifters of thé crown, almoft fromi
their outfet; and he could take iipon himfelf
to fay, that not oné feffion had paffed without
one or more afts having paffed, openly or in-
fidioufly attacking the rights of the people of this
country—and he was forry to be obliged to fay,
that what had been impudently and violently
attempted by the minifter, had been ftupidly and
blindly acquiefced in by the country. He was
no flatterer. He took upon him to fpeak from
perfonal obfervation, and he repeated—the mi-
nifters had from year to year, gone forward in
their attacks on the liberties of the people with
daring impudence—the people had fubmitted to
thefe progreffive abridgments with blind ftupi-
dity. A&s have been tacitly fubmitted to, that,
thirty years ago, would have expofed any minif-
ter to contemptuous ridicule, even for fuggeft-
ing.—He would have been laughed at as a fool,

for
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for thinking it poffible that fuch things could be
borne. Revenue was made the pretext for all
thefé harfh, grinding oppreffions; and thefe hor-
rible fummary laws were defended by faying,
that our neceflities demanded their utmoit and

moft rigorous ftretch—an argumens that would -

gain ftrength as it went on, and as the miferable
fyftem of cabinets involved us as herctofore in
wars and armaments, and expences. In every
way'they were grievous.—Firft, as checkson the
induftry—the fkill—the improvements in our ma-
nufaltures—as burthens from their own enor-
mous amount—as vexatious from the uncontrol-
able power which they gave to the officers who
colleét, and to the boards who fummarily conviét.
But, as if all thefe were not fufficient—as if it
were not enough, by the endlefs augmentation of

" thefe fevere laws and penalties, to have brought’

every defcription of men in the kingdom, one
way or other, under their rigour, fo that even
(what on the comparifon was a very fmall,
though it was an irkfome thing) no man could
remove a fingle dozen of wine from his houfe
in town to his houfe in the country without li-
‘cences.  Not content with all this, and with de-
priving the fubjef of his trial by jury, it was

Vou. II. T now
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now proved, that government bad otherpurpofes
to which thele oppreflive laws were applied, than
what they dared to avow. They were not mere-
ly for revenue—they were made the inftruments
-of the worft corruption, and of the bafeft de-
bauchery,—they were made to intimidate fome—
to favour others—and to affit a plan for cor-
_ rupting the whole mafs of the conftituent and
reprefentative bodies. When they came to
look at thefe things—when they faw that fuch
things were praftifed, not only with impunity,
but with boaft—when minifters, trufting to the
majority which thefe very praQices gave them,
difdained even to give a reafon—and to anfwer
enquiries that were demanded; there was no
remedy but in themfelves. It were in vain that
a few independent places remained firm to their
true interelts, and elefted perfons who had no
private interefts ; in vain evea was the incom-
parable talents and the incorruptible virtue of
Mr. Fox himfelf againft the weight of that
fteady, determined hoft, whom the minifter had
bound to his fervice by perfonal gratifications.
Argument, reafon, truth—all were vain againft
this overbearing majority ; and therefore, if the
people did not roufe from the fatal lethargy that

fcemed
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feemed to poflels them, he faw no end to the
encroachments that were daily making on our
deareft rights.—The few men in the houfe of
commons, whojhad no perfonal interefts to ftand
in the way of their public.duty, would be tired
out, or would be melted away by the courfe of
time; and it was not to be imagined that men
would enter into a confli& in whick the people
themfelves took no part, and about which they
were f{o carelefs. He thought,\ however, -that
this torpor was to be accounted for, .only by the
people’s not being generally acquainted with the
_corruptions that had been.praftifed. He thought
{o, becaufe he would fairly fay, that if, in his'
mind, the country at large knew the late praétices
as well as the peqple of Weftminfter, where they
‘had been chiefly tranfafted, he fhould defpair of
remedy, and fhould indeed think them not.
worth preferving.—A people that could tamely
_{ge ufe made of thefe abominable laws, muft he
,loft to every feeling of freemen : but he thought it
likely that they were ignorant, and therefore he
was.of opinion that the eleftors of Weftminfter
-call gn their fellow eleors, in every corner
. of the kingdom, fhould explain to them the cir-
cumilances of the Jate application to the houle
T 2 of

~
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of commons—and the manner in which the ma-
jority of the minifter had ftepped in to prevent
all enquiry from being made. They fhould
ftate thefe particulars of what for the moment
was their cafe, but what to-morrow might be
their own.—And as a moft dire¢t attack was
made through their fides on the privilege of
ele&tion, they fhould determine on fome broad,
legal, conftitutional remedy for the evil—A re-
form in the reprefentation was the only effe@ual
one ; and to accomplifh this objeét they thould
form affociations througout the whole kingdom
—they fhould elighten one another by means of
thefe aflociations, and by united petitions—by
inftru&ions to their reprefentatives, force them
to redrefs thefe evils—he faid force them, be-
. caufe, againft the juft reprefentations of an unit-
ed country, no man would dare to ftand out.
He recommended this courfe, for there was no
other—He was fure that a reform of the repre-
fentation would never come from within, The
only one inftance in which, on a public queftion,
he had voted againft the great and fhining man
whom the electors of Weftminfter had, fo much
to their honour, elefted fo often as their repre~
fentative, was on this very queftion of a reform.

He
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He was proud, and ready to acknowledge his
esror and his fault; when this queftion came
on, he owned that he was induced, from the
reafoning and perfuafion of fome particular
friends, to vote againft the propofition of Mr.
Fox. Every day’s experience had fince con-
vinced him of his error. He had feen fuch
grofs infringements on conflitutional principles
made every year with more and more audacity,
that he was convinced nothing but a funda-
mental reform would relieve the people; and
he therefore pledged himfelf that he fhould fup-
port whatever motion for a reform might be
made by Mr. Fox in future, convinced, as he
was, that none could be fo bad as the prefcnt fyf+
tem.

A ricture of the prefent ftate of corruption
in this country, {o ably drawn, by a gentleman fo
defervedly refpetable, and whofe fituation en-
ables him to be in the fulleft poflefion of the
falts to which he fpeaks, fuperfedes the necefli-
ty of animadverfion from us, who have neither
the ability nor opportunity that comes within his
compafs, of making fuch accurate and difcrimi-

pating obfervations,
ANCIENT



278 WESTMTINSTER.

~ AncienT StaTe. Weftminfter had its name
from the abbey or minfter, fituated to' the weft-
ward of the city of London, to diftinguith it from
St. Paul’s church in the city, which was anciently
called Eaftiinfter. In early times this noble
part of the metropolis, was a little, mean, ..
healthy place, with nothing worthy of nutice, but
'jts minfter or abbey ; though it is called a diffinct
city, it is"not even incorporated, nor is it the fee
of a bifhop. -'

TiLL the general diffolution of réligious houfes,
Weftminfter, and all the buildings it coritained,
were {ubject to the arbitrary rule of its abbot and
monks ; but in 1541, king Henry the Eighth,
upon the furrender of William Benfon, its laft
abbot, made it the fee of a bifhop, with a dean
and twelve prebendaries, and, appointed all the
county of Middlefex, except Fu'lham,’ which be-
longed to the bifhop of London, for its diocefe.
Upon this occafion, Weftminfter became a city;
but as it had never more than one bithop, the bi-
fhopric being, foon after its inftitution, diffolved
by Edivard the Sixth, it ceuld no longer be
ftri@tly termed a city, though, by the public cour-

acty

~
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ads of parliament, and other public deeds, where
it is ftyled the city or borough of Weftminfter.

It is governed by the dean and chapter of
Weftminfter, both in civil and ecclefiaftical af-
fairs, and their authority likewife extends, not
only to the precin&t of St. Martin’s-le-Grand,
and to fome towns in Effex, but to fome towns
that are exempted -from the jurifdiction of the
bithop of London, and the archbifhop of Canter-
bury. The civil adminiftration is in the hands
of laymen elected by the dean and chapter. The
principal magiftrate is the high-fteward, who is
commonly one of the greateft peers of the king-
dom, and is chofen for lifc; a deputy-fteward,
who is nominated by the high-fteward, and con-
firmed by the dean; an high-bailiff, nominated
by the dean and chapter, and confirmed by the
high-fteward. Thefe enjoy their places for life.
Befides thefe officers there are alfo fixteen bur-
gefles, and as many affiftants, a high-conftable
_chofen by the burgeffes at the court-leet, which
is held by the deputy of the high-fteward. The
high-bailiff is always fuppofed to be converfant
in the law. He has the power of a theriff, fum-
mons juries, -prefides over the conftables of the

-city
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city and liberties, fuperinténds elections for mem-
bers of parliament, and in the court-leet fits next
to the deputy-fteward, where he receives all the
fines and fotfeitures to his own u‘fe: but the
bufinefs of this office is commonly executed by a
deputy well verfed in the laws. Qut of the fix-
teen burgefles, two chief burgefles are chofen,
onc for the city, and the other for the liberties ;
and each of the others has his proper ward under
his jurifd:&tion. There is alfo a high conftable,
who is likewife chofen by the court-lcet,-and has
all the other conftables under his command.

Tae firft return of members of parliament for
this city was in 1 Edw. VL

RicuTt or ELecTioN. 1680, 15th November.
The king’s menial fervants, not having proper
houfes of their own within the city of Weftmin-
fter, have not a right to give voices in the clec-
tion of citizens to ferve in parliament for the
faid city.

1789, 11th May. The right of eleion for
the city and liberty of Weftminfter, is in the in-
habitant houfcholders, paying fcot and lot, with-

in
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in the united parithes of St. Margaret and St.
John, and the feveral parifhes of St. Paul, Co-
vent Garden, St. Anne’s, St. James, St. George,
Hanover Square, in the liberty of St. Martin-le-
Gnand, in the county of Middlefex, and in fo
much of the parifhes of St. Martin in the Fields,
St. Clement Danes, and St. Mary le Strand, as .
are not within any of the four wards of the liberty
of the Duchy of Lancafter.

Numser or VoTers—About 17,000, but not
more than 13,000 have ever polled.

RerurnING Orrrcer—The High Bailiff,

MONMOUTHSHIRE.

PoriTicaL CHARACTER.

T HE chief influence that prevails here is
that of the duke of Beaufort and John Morgan,
Efq. of Tredegar, in this count'y ; the former of
whom returns one of the members, and the latter

hag
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has fufficient intereff to- procure a return for,
himfelf.

Tuz duke, however, when Mr. Morgan was
fixft propofed, made an attempt to bring in both.
the members, and fet up Valentine Morris, Efq.
of Persfield, a candidate to- oppofe his intereft;

but the fpirited exertions of Mr. Morgan’s
~ friends, united with thofe of the independent
gentlemen, finally prevailed, and their own mem-
ber was-accordingly feated.

AncrsNT STATE.  This was formerly a Welch
county, and was called by the Britons Gwent,
from an ancient city of that name, and is at pre-
fent called Monmouththire from the county
town. In the time of the Romans, it was a
part of the country inhabited by .the Silures;
and long after the inhabitants were cruelly ha-
raffed by the lords of the marches, to whom the
kings of England granted all the lands they
could conquer from them. Indeed, this county
was originally confidered as a part of Wales, and
thus costinued till near the end of the reign of
king Charles IL. when it began to be reckoned
an Englifh county, becaufe the judges then be-

gan
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gan to keep the affizes here, in the Oxford
circuit,

Tiats county is feared in the province of Can-
terbury, and -diocéfe of Landaff, and contains
one hundred and twenty-feven parithes. It is
divided into fix hundreds, and has feven market
towns, Monmouth, Abergavenniy, Caerleon,
Chepftow, Utk, Pontipole, and Newport,

'MONMOUTH TOWN. '

~ Porrricar €raracrer. This borough, in
conjunction with thofe of Ufke and Newport,
both in this county, fends but one member to-
parliament. The duke of Beaufort is confidered
the patron and leader of this town, and his in-
tereft always procures the return of the mems«
ber.

Axcient Stare. This town, which took its
mame from its fituation on the river Mynow, is
called by the Welch My~nwy, and is fituated
between the rivers Wye and Mynow, which en-
¢ompafs great part of the town, It hasa bridge

3 . over
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over each river; and alfo a third bridge over the
little river Trophy, which falls into the Wye,
almoft clofe to the mouth of the Mynow. Itis
a very large handfome town, feated on the road
to Gloucefter, a hundred and twenty-feven miles
to the weftward of London, thirty-two north
. by weft of Briftol, nineteen fouth of Hereford,
and twenty-two fouth by weft of Gloucefter.
It had a caftle, which was a ftately edifice, but
is now in ruins, faid to be erected by John Baron

of Monmouth, from whom it came to the houfe.

of Lancafter, and was the birth-place of king
Henry V. The town was formerly encompaffed
by a wall and ditch, and has been confiderable
ever fince the conqueft. Wihenoc de Mon-
mouth, in the reign of Henry 1. founded here a
convent for fome Black monks, which he
brought from St. Florence in France. This
alien priory was made denizen, and continued
till the general fuppreflion, when it was valu-
ed at §61. 1s. 11d. per annum; and about the

year 1240, John of Monmouth, knight, found- -

ed here the hofpital of the Holy Tnmty, and
that of St. John '

{
This
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Tuis borough was firft imprivileged to fend
members to parliament by Hen. VIII.—Edw. VI,
is faid to have incorporated it, anno regni 3,
15505 but the prefent charter was granted
anno 19 Charles 1.

CorroraTiON. It is governed by a mayor,
recorder, 2 bailiffs, and 15 common council-
men. '

Ricur or ELecTioN—1680, 26th Nov. Doth
not belong to the burgeffes inhabitants of the
borough of Monmouth only.

THE burgefles inhabitants of the boroughs of
Newport and Ufke in the county of Monmouth,
have a right to vote in the election of a burgefs
to ferve in parliament for the faid borough of
Monmouth.

NumBER OF VOTERS— About 8o0.

Rerurning Orricers—The Mayor and bai-
- liffs. '

Patron—The duke of Beaufort.

NORFOLK.
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NORFOLK.

Poriticar CHARACTER.

THIS county, in point of opulence, may be
claffed with fome of the firft in the kingdom.
The nobility refide here in great numbers, but
they have not, when united, fufficient power to
influence effeétually the frecholders in the choice
of their own reprefentatives. Thomas William
Coke, Efq. one of the richeft commoners in
England, and their reprefentative in the parlia-
.ment before laft, became fo unpopular, on
"account of the fupport which he gave the coali-
tion, that the independent gentlemen made fuch
an oppofition againft the weight of intereft which
fupported him, that they at length finally trium-
phed. Mr. Coke was oufted, and Sir John

Woodhonufe, Bart. was ele€ted in his room.
Ancient StaTE.  Norfolk, which fignifies
Northfolk, received its name from its fituation
with refpeét to Suffolk, and was intended to ex-
prefs
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prels the northern people of the eaft Angles.
It is bounded on the north and eaft by the fea
and part of Suffolk; on-the fouth by Suffolk;
and on the weft by Cambridgethire, and an arm
of the German fea, called the Wath, which fepa-
rates it from a part of Lincolnfhire. This county
is in fome fenfe an ifland, the river Oufe fepa-
rating it from Cambridgefhire, and the rivers
‘Waveny and Little Oufe from Suffotk; while the
other parts are wathed by the fea. It extends
fifty-feven miles in length, from eaft to weft, and
thirty-five in breadth, from Thetford in the
fouth, to Wells in the north; and is one hundred
and forty miles in circumference. Eaft Derham,
which is a confiderable market town near the
centre of the county, is at the diftance of ninety-
feven miles north-eaft of London.

Tz inhabitants of this county, in the time of
the Romans, were named the Iceni, and during,
the heptarchy it formed the north part of the
kingdom of the Eaft Angles.

N O R~
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NORWICH.,

PovrrricaL CuaracTer. This city, in point
of opulence, commerce, manufaétures, and num-
ber of inhabitants, is the fecond in the kingdom.
It is entirely free and independent in its repre-
fentation, and is only influenced in the ele@ion -
of its members, by integrity, virtue, and eminent
abilities. It forms a ftiking contraft* with fome
rotten boroughs, and burgage tenures, the pro-
perty of individuals, where the few elettors
which they contain, can confider only the will
and command of their lordly mafter. Here the
right of delegating this important truft, is placed
as it ought to be, and where our conftitution,
pure and frce from alloy, vefted it in fo large a.
body of the people, that the di&atorial authority
of thofe who call themfelves the great, bas no

effe.

Ancient State.  This city, whichis the ca-
pital of the county, is feated upon the fide of a
hill, encompafled by a wall and deep ditch, By

the Saxons it was called Norwic, nor fignifying
north,
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torth,- and wic a bay, ftation, or caftle; for it
may be confidered is feated on a bay of the
rivet Yate; and it received the appellation of
north, from its fituation with refpe to a very
ancient fortified town, about three miles diftant,
called Cafter, from the ruins of which Norwich
is generally fuppofed to have rifen. It is feat~
ed near the .confluence of the rivers Venfder, or
Wmdfer, and the Yare.

It was plundered and burnt by Sweno, king
of Denmark ; but foon recovering itfelf, it had,
in the reign of Edward the Confeéflor, one thou-
fand three hundred and twenty burgeffes. It
fuffered greatly by the infurreéion of Ralph, earl
of the Eaft Angles, againft William the Conque-
ror, in whofe reign it was befieged, and reduced
by famine.

ArTER this it remained in a ftate of quiet for
fome time, and the bifhop’s fee was removed
from Thetford hither; when Herbert Lofinga,
being accufed of fimony in obtaining the epifco-
pal fee ‘of Thetford, endeavoured to atone for
this fin by building a very handfome cathedral at
Norwich, to which he removed the fee, and ac-

* Vou. IL U cordingly ¢
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cordingly the firft ftone was laid in fag6 -On
the fouth fide of it he founded a.monaftery,.
which-he very. liberally endowed. -He alfo buils
two parith churches, apd ereCted a palace fox:
" himfelf and his fucceflors. . -

ArTEr this Norwich became remarkable for
merchandize, and the great number of its inhabi+
tants, who were increafed by the many Jews that
flocked thereto. In the 17th year of king Ste-
phen, this city was in a manner built anew, and
made a corporation, which that monarch grant-
ed to William, his third fon; but Henry IL
took it from him. However, his fon Hernry, to
engage Hugh Bigod, earl of Norfolk, to affift
him in his endeavours to wreft the crown from
his father, promifed him this city, and put him
in pofleflion of the caftle, where he fortified
himfelf, and received many French and Flem-
ings. But the king foon vanquithed him, and
not only took this, but all other caftles from him,
and forced him to pay a fine of a thoufand
marks; by this means, however, the city re-
ceived agreat deal of damage. After this Lewis of
France, affifting the barons againft king John,
and ‘his fon Henry III. foon toek it by fiege

-plundeted
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‘bhmdered the citizens, and agam reduced it to
4 poor’ coddmon. - ;
Ay the next age it flourifhed again, and the in-
‘habitants petitioned the king in parliament, that

they might have liberty t0 wall ‘the city-round;

‘which they accordmgly did \1pon leave: gramcd

Iy the reign of Henry IV, inftead of bailiffs
and coroners, they began to be governed by a
fiidyor and two fheriffs; ‘and in the heart of-the
city, near the market-crofs, they built a beauti-
ful town-houfe. In the year 1348, they were
vifited by the peftilence, which about that time
was fpread, not only over England, but almoft
over all Europe. It fwept away in this city, in
about fix or feven months, fifty-feven thoufand
three hundred and feventy-four people, befides
“Mendicants and Dominitans; which may f{erve to
thew how well it was inhabited. Norwich under=
went other miisfortunes at différent tifes; but it
would be too tedious toinfift upon them particu-
larly ; only we fhall take notice, that in 1 507., it
ivés.almo&'cﬁtirely confumed by fire ; and that
it was plurtdered in the time of Ket's rebellion.
Since that time it has enjoyed almoft' continual

Us peace,
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peace, and is now. one of the moft confiderable
towns in this ifland, if we confider the number
and wealth of the citizens, its extent, its manu-
fablures,- and its commerce. Kisg Henry IV.
made this city a county of itfelf, and impowered
the inhabitants to'choofe amayor and two fheriffs,
inftead of bailiffs, by whom they had till: then
been governed, according the charter they had
obtained from king Stephen.

Tuis.city had 2 mayor and two fheriffs ap-
pointed to it anno 1403, by Hen. 1V.

Norwicn appears to have been, in ancient
times, much more populous than it is at prefent,
fince it formerly contained fifty-eight parochial
churches and chapels, which are now reduced to
thirty-fixes churches, befides the  cathedral,
and a church in the fuburbs; and fome ofthefe are
very mean buildings. The cathedral is a large
Ttruture, whofe roof and cloifters are admired
for their workmanthip. It is not that which was
built by. Herbert Lofinga, for that was burnt
down by an accidental fire. After which John
of Oxford, bifhop of this fee, reftored it to its

former fpendor.
HEere
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* R is the ancient palace of the duke of Nor-’
folk, which was formerly a noble and magnificent’
ftrufture, reputed the largeft houfe in England.
The caftle is feated on a high hill, and furround-
ed by a very deep ditch, over which is a ftrong
bridge; with an arch of an extraordinary fize.
The Saxons are fuppofed to have been the
founders of this caftle, which was afterwards re-
paired by Hugh Bigod, earl of Norfolk ; but it is
now the common jail of the county. There is a
beautiful town-houfe in the market-place, and
a Guildhall in.St. Andrew’s parifh, which was
formerly the monaftery church of the Black
Friars. The houfe of corre@ion, called Bride-
- well, is clofe by St. Andrew’s church, and built
with {quare flint flones, fo curioufly joined toge-
‘ther, that no mortar can be feen. The market-
crofs is bu'ilg with free-ftone, and is very lofty ;
it' is ere@ted in the manner of a piazza, and is
very beautiful and commodious. The king’s
-fchoal was ancienfly a chapel, fubje&t to the prior
and convent of the cathedral church; but after
the diffqlution, it was turned into a gramin,arq
{chool, by Edward V1. and was endowed with
the lands, tenements, and pofleflions of the faid
chaPel, for the mair_xt‘enancc of a {chool-mafter

and
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and uther, -fince-which time the {alary bas begn
enlarged. The fcholars are nominated by tha
mayor for the time beingy with the majority of
the aldermen. As for the houfes, they are gene.
. mally very handfome apd lofty, efpecially about the
markeb—place in the lanes and leffer fireets,
indeed, therearefome thatched houfes,but not very
contemptible, but thefe in time will difappear,
as all new haufes are to be tiled. ~ Some authors-
call Norwichan orchard in a city, or a city in an
orchard, on account of the variety of gardens, and
trees in a parficular part, near the walls.

In the city are _twelvo"charity f;hools, where.
two hundred and ten boys, and one hundred and
forty-four glrls, are taught, clothed and fupphed
with books. Here are alfo four hofpitals, one
of which, callcd St. Helen’s, was. ongmally
founded for the emertammcnt of ftrangers, by
king Henry VIIL. but is now appropnated to_
the ufe of the poor of the city; in it are main-
tamed ama{ler, a chaplain, and exghty poor men
and women, clothed in grey ; thefe muft be fixty
years' of age before they can be admltted
Another of the hofpxtals, called Doughty’ s, con.
fifts of 'a mafter, fixteen poor men, and exgh;
\gomen, all clothed in purple 'I_‘he other two,

hofpitals
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hofpitals are, one for boys, and the other for
girls ; the former contains thirty poor boys,
who are taught tq read-and write, and, at a proper
age, put out apprentices; and the latter is for
the like number of girls, who are provided for in
the fame manner. Each of thefe hofpitals was
founded by a mayor of this city,

CorPORATION. A mayor, a recorder, two
theriffs, twenty-three aldermen, and fixty com-
mon-councilmen. The mayor is nominated by
the freemen, who return two aldermen to their -
court, one of whom is ele@ted. 'The mayor, re-
corder, and the fteward for the time being, are
Jjuftices of the peace, and of the quorum, in the
city and its liberties ; the mayor, after his may-
oralty expires, is juftice of the peace for life.
One of the fheriffs is annually elefted by the
aldcrmen, and the other by the frecmen,

Ricur or ELectioN. 1701, March 12. Is
in the frecholders, and fuch freemen only of the
faid city as are entered in the books, and do not
rccelvc alms or chanty

NUMBER OF YoTERs—about 3000
RETURNING OFFICERS—the fheriffs.

YAR.
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YARMOUTH.

* Portricar Cuaracter. This large town is
independent in its political fituation ; for, altho’
the families of Townfhend of Honingham, and
Walpole, have fome intereft here, yet it is not in
fuch a degree as to be termed an influence.  Sir
John Jarvis and Mr. Beaufoy carried their elec-
tion in 1774, againft the united efforts of the
above gentlemen.

AncienT StaTe.  This place is called Great
Yarmouth, to diftinguith it from a fmall village
in its neighbourhood, called Little Yarmouth.
Tt took its name from its fituation at the mouth
of the river Yare, and is a hundred and twenty-; ‘
two miles northeaft of London. This town
was generally thought to have been built out of
the ruins of an ancient Roman city, named Ga,
rinaonum, where the Stableﬁan horfe lay in gar-
rifon againft the ancient Britons ; but the fcite of
the ancient Garinaonum was, accordmg to Cam-
flen, at Burgh caﬁ]e, on the other fide of the

Yare,
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Yare, ‘about two miles from Yarmouth. ‘This
town was anciently one of the Cinque-ports. It
had a provoft granted it by king Hen. I. and
was made a borough by king John. In the reign
of Edw. L. it began to fend members to parlia-
ment, and was encompaffed by a wall and ditchin
the reign of Henry III. in the {ame reign a
peftilence raged here, which carried off feven
thoufand of the inhabitants. In the time of Edw.
IIL the inhabitants fent forty-three fhips, and
1074 feamen to the fiege of Calais. Rich. IL
granted the inhabitants permiffion to build a
quay, after which they had great quarrels with
the Cinque-ports, for being excluded out of their
number, and confequently deprived of their pri-
vileges. King Hen. III. granted the city a char-
ter, by which it was governed by two bailiffs
and arecorder, who were juftices of the peace.
At the acceflion of James I. the inhabitants, who
amounted to about 5000, were incorporated by
the name of a bailiff, aldermen and common-
council ; but Charles II. granted them a new
charter,

Tue feamen employed here, by the merchants,
are efteemed the beft in England ; and though
Yag,
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Yarmouth is not fa large as Norwich, if is ge~
perally reckoned, in proportion to its extent, fu.:
perior in trade and wealth ; for upwards of half
acentury ago, above 1100 veflels belanged to
this port, befides the thips which the merchants: .
of this town were owners of, or concerned in, at
other ports. Itsfituation, indeed, is exceedingly
commodioys for trade, being feated on the
German ocean, at the mouth of the Yare, which
is -navigable from hencs tg Norwich; befides
which, there is a navigation from this town by
the Waveny, to the fouth parts of Norfolk, and
the north of Suffolk, while the inhabitants trade
to the north part of the county, by means of an-
other river called the Thyrne. This port is the
chief rendezvous of the colliers berween New-
caftle and London ; for, though there are fome
dangerous banks of fand in the neighbourhood,
the roads on the caft fide of the town are fo
fafe, that they are much frequented by veflels
which pafs and repafs, and the inhabitangs are at
the expence of between 2 and 3000}, a year, ta
keep the harbour clean. Yarmouth carries on a
g_reét: trade, both to France, Holland, the North
and Eaft feps, and exports fuch immen{e quanti-
ifxcs of corn and malt, that many years ago, thefe
S articles
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articles are faid fo-have amaunted to 220,000
quarters a-year:-. Thiy town has the whole her
ring fithery of the coaft, ia which the inhabitants
employ 150 veflels, and between 40 and 50 fail
in tl'fe exportation: §0,000 barrels of hcrrings¥
which fome magnify to:40,000 lafts, containing
40,000,000 of herrings, are generally taken and
cured here in a year. Thefe hex"rings are chiefly
exported by. the merchants of Yarmouth, and
the reft, by thofe of London, to Spain, Portugal,
and Italy, which; with the crapes, camlets,
and other Norwich ftuffs, occafion much-bufinefs,
and employ a great nuiniber of -hands and fhip-
ping. - . D P VO B .

By a charter granted by Hen. IIL. the town is
pound to fend every year to the fheriffs of Nor-
wich a hundred herrings, baked in twenty-four
pafties, which the fheriffs are to'deliver to the

lord of the-manor of Eaft Carleton, a wvillage
near New Buc’kenham; he gives the theriffs his
receipt for them, and by his tenure, is obliged to

prefent them to the king, wherever he is.

« ‘THIS town was governed by two bailiffs in the'
reign of Hen. {11 . King James L. anno regni 6,
| § - incor-
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incorporated it by the name of bailiff and alder-
men. It fent members to parliament inthe reign
of Edw. 1.’ as early as Lynn and Norwich did.

CorroraTION. It is governed by a mayor,
feventeen aldermen, a recorder, and thirty-fix
sommon-councilmen,

THE corporation has particular and extenfiye
privileges, it having both a court of record, and
an admiralty : in the court of record, civil caufes
are tried for unlimited fums; and in the court of
admiralty, they can, in fome cafes, try, condemn,
and execute, without waiting fora warrant,

hmm* of Erzerion, In the burgefles at
Jarge,

NumBER OF VOTERS—787.
- RETURNING oFFIcER—The Mayor,

THETFORD.

PoriTicaL CuaracTer. The right of elec-
tion in this borough being.in the corporation,
confifting of a mayor, recorder, ten aldermen,
and twenty common-council, exclufive of the

inha-s
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inhabirants, this fele® junto, like all others,
whom “accident or. intrigue” have invefted
with the delegating powers of a nation, are un-
.der the. contsol of a "patron. They have, in-
deed,--for fome time manifefted a ftrong difpofi-
tiop to become refractory ; but in fo doing, they
only add to their political delinquency the crime of
-ingxatitude, as moft of .thefe felet member-ma-
kers have, at,a former period, experienced unli-
mited favours fram- the munificence of their

Anctent State. This borough took its
name from its being feated on a fmall river
called the Thet. It is divided by the Little~
Oufe, which here feparates it from the county of
Suffolk, and ftands in a pleafant open country, at
the diftance of cighty miles from London. It
is generally fuppofed to have arifen from
the ruing of the ancient Sitomagus, a Roman
city; which was deftroyed by the Danes: but
Dr. Gale, and others, place that city at Woolpit.
However, here are flill many marks of anti-
quity ; particularly a large mount, called Caftle.
hill, thrown up to a great height, and fortified by
a double rampart. According to tradition, it had

” walls,
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walls, thétigh ndw theré is no appeatance of thei 3
§t it likéwife fuppofed to hive been'a Danith
tamp:- This town' was dnce ‘the metropolis of
the kirigdom-of the Eaft-Angles ; and i 642, the
archbifhop of Canterbury held a fynod here. In
the year 870, it Vas rivaged by thie Dahed] Gitr
ing the i reign of king Edmurid, Some years aftet
they feturiied again; took -Thetford, andfét- ¥ bh
fire; but fot want of provifions, were fdreed to
'!":tum back to their fhips.- Ihthe year-10yg; they
came again, when they burnt Thetford and Cam-
bridge; and rifled all the abbeys and churches in
their way, gaining a great déal of . pluridér, with
which they returned to their thips. * After Cd
tiute the Dane became king, Thetford begintore:
tover; and was fo profperous in the reign of Ed-
ward the Confeflor, that thete were nine hundred
and -forty-feveri burgefles; and in'the time of
William the-Conquerot, it had {even hundredand
* twenty manfions, arid the chief magiftrate was
ftyled conful. It was a' bithop’s fee fot fome
time ; when Herbert Lofingd, being -made bi:
fhop of Thetford by ‘William Rafus, remeved
the fec to Nerwich, where it hds contifued évet
fince. ' TIn the reign of Heérry VIIL Thetford
was a place of fuch confequence, as tobe made a
‘ fuffra<’
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faffragan -fee. to'Norwich; but it continued {d
only during that reign. .-

. Trrrrorp, inits flourithing ftate, had eighe
monafteries. In the church of St. Mary’s, ax
Thetfor:, was a fociety of religious fo early &s the
teign of King Edward the Confeflor, if not before 3
and hither.. Arfaftus, bithop of the Eaft-Angles;
removed kis epifcopal feat from North. Elmham’
in 1075 ; but it continued here only. nineteen or
twenty years before it was tranflated .10 Nor«
wich : after which, about -the year 1104, 2 moa
naftery ‘for Cluniac monks was built here by Ros
ger Bigod, or Bigot, and made {ubordinate to
the abbey of Cluny in France; but the- place
being found inconvenient, they began a more
ftately monaftery without the town, on the other
fide the river. This was finifhed in 1114, dedi
cated to the Virgin Mary, and was made denizen
in the fiftieth year of the reign of Edward I11.
Upon the diffolution of religious houfes, its reve~
nues, according to Dugdale, amourited to 3121,
14s. 4d. a year ; butaccording to Speed to 4181.
6s. 3d. A prioty of regular canons, of the or-
der of the Holy Scpulchre, or the Crofs, was -
founded here by William, earl of Warren, in the
reignof king Stephen, which, at the time of the

fup-~
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fuppreflion, had fix religious, whofe annual ted
venue amounted to 39 1. 6.s; 8 d. On the Suffolk
fide of the town was an ancient houfe of regular
canons, dedicated to St. George ; but. becoming
ruinous and forfaken, abbot Hugh de Narwold,
and the convent of St. Edmundfbury in Suffolk,
.placed nuns here ; at the diffolution of which there
was a priorefs and tennuns, whofe revenue amount-
ed to 40l. .11s. 2d. perann. Towards the be-
ginning of. the reign of Edw. I1I. a houfe of fri-
ars is faid to have been founded in the town by
Henry, earl, afterwards duke of Lancafter. With
out the town was an hofpital, dedicated to St.
Mary, endowed at the fuppreffion with only 11.
13s. 6d. per ann. Here was an hofpital called
God’s-houfe, before the 24th of Edw. I. In the
reign of Richard II. here was a houfe of Auguf~
tine friars, founded by John of Gaunt, duke of
Lancafter ; and here was likewife a college, de-
dicated to St. Mary, confifting of a mafter and
fellows, which, at the {uppreffion, was valued at
109 L. per annum.

TuetrorD had likewife formerly a mint ; it
has been honoured with the prefence of many of
our fovereigns, particularly Hen. 1. and Hen. II.

Queen
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Queen Elizabeth and James I. made it one of

their hunting feats, and the laiter had a palace
here, which is ftill called the King’s Houfe.

It is ftill of confiderable extent, though far
from being fo populous as it was in the reign of
Edw. III. whea it had twenty churches, and the
above-mentioned religious houfes.

It fent to parliament thie 1ft of Edw. IV.

CorrorATION. Itwas incofporated the 16th
of Elizabeth, and confifts of a mayor, recorder;
ten aldermen; and twenty common councilmen,

RESOLUTIONS ON THE RICHT OF ELECTION.

3d of May, 1685. THs.charter of the i6th of
Elizabeth, granted to the borough of Thetford,
was not duly nor legally furrendered.

7 June, 1685. Is in the mayor, ten alder-
men, and twenhty common council.

NUMBER OF VOTERS—3I.
RerurNinG orricerR—The Mayor.
Patron—The Duke of Grafton,

Vor. 11 X CASTLE-
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- CASTLE RISING.
Pavriricar Caaracter. This borough forms
the moft ftriking contraft with the city of Nor-
wich. ;The burgefles here formerly were about
fifty in number, but fince this town was become
the joint property of the earl of Orford, and
countefs dowager of Suffolk, they have thought
it convenient to reduce this number to rwo only.
Theeleion of a mayor, who is alfo the returning
officer, muft be made annually, out of this nu-
merous body, confifting of the clergyman and
the farroer, who elect each other alternately inta
this great and refpeCtable fituation, and who have
the honour to return to the houfe of reprefenta-
tives as many members as their conftituent body
confifts of. Nothing can hold out the farcical
reprefentation of this country in more glaring
colours thanthis as alfo the immediate neceffity
of fome kind of reformation.

AncieNT StaTE.  This borough obtained its

- name from an old caftle, which, together with
the town, is fituated on a lofty eminence. This
caftle was built by William d’Albini, earl of

Arundel and Suffex, in the time of_king Hen. L
' These
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*Phere were in the walls of it three towers, which
the lords Hunftinton; Wotton, and Ridon, wex¢
bound to defend and maintain ; and to fuppost
their men, they had a power giventhemby a fta-
tute of the gd of Edward L. to take provifion of
the circumjacent villages, paying for it within
forty days. From king Hen. 1. to she 277th of
Hen. 111. the Albines, earls of Arundcl and Suf-
fex, held this cdftle, by which tenure they enjoy-
ed a third part of the cuftoms of the port of Lynn,
till the pedple of Lynin befieged one of the earls
in the caftle, and fo ftreightened him, that he
was forced to releafe. his right to them, and fwear
never to attempt the recovery.

CastLe-RisInG is minety-feven miles diftant
from London, 4nd is an ancient borough by pre=
fcription. It was formerly a confiderable place;
but the harbour being choaked up with fand, it
is in a manner deferted, and has loft its trade and
moft of its inhabitants. Here is, however, an
hofpital for twelve poor men, and an almshoufe
fortwenty-four poor widows, both founded by the
family of the Howards. In the neighbourhood
of the town is a large chafe, with the privileges
of a foreft, This town, and fome of the neigh-

X2 bouring
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Bouring parifhes, retain thé old Norman- cuffoity;,
by which all wills muft be proved before the pars
fon of the parifh.

Tuxs borough never {ent members to parlia~
ment till the laft year of kmg Phxllp and queen:
Mary, 1558.

CorroraTION. It is govemed by a mayor,
who is returning officer.

‘RicuT or ELection. In'the free burgefles

NUMBER OF VOTERS—TWO.
PatTrons—Countefsof Suffelk, and earlof O

ford.

LYNN.

Poritrcar Cuaracter. This borough was:
always attached to the Walpole family, under
whofe influence it continues at this time. Sir
Robert Walpole was member for this place at the
time of his famous expulfior, in 1711, for alien-
ating five hundred pounds of the public money ;
the words of his expulfion being * for breach of
“ truft, and notorious corruption when fecretary

« at war.”” And it was refolved *that he was,
“ and
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"eand is, incapable .of being elected 2 member to
s¢ ferve in parliament.» The electors of Lynn,
however, chofe him again, although oppofed by a
Mr. Taylor. The unfuccefsful candidate petition-
ed the houfe againft the re-cle@ion of Sir Robert
Walpale ; but the houfe had the modefly to refufe
Mr. Taylor, -on account of his having only a mi-
nority of votes, and declared the ele@ion void.
In this cafe the commens afled. eenttitutionally s
but in feating Mr. Luttrell for the county of
Middlefex, inftead of Mr. Wilkes, their condu&
was certainly the reverfe. “Their convi&tion of
the proceedings upon that head being improper,
is manifefted intheir expunging thofe refolutions
which had paffed formerly, relative to that bufinefs,
declaring them illegal and unconfitutional,

AncrenT State.  Lymn-Regis, or King’s-
Lynn, is thus named, by way of diftinétion from
three villages in the county, called Weft-Lynn,
North-Lynn, and Old-Lynn. The learned au~
thor of the additions to Camden obferves, that its
original name was Len, which, in the Saxon
ntongue, fignifies a farm or tenurein fee. It was
.formerly .called Bithop’s-Lynn, from its belong-
ing to the biflhop of Norwich ; but coming by

T exchange
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exchange into the hands of Henry VIII. it ob: '
rained its prefent name. The greateft part of it it
furtounded with 2 wall and a deep trench, and
theough it runs four {mall rivers,over which there
are'about fifteen bridges. From the ruins of the
‘works demolifhed in the civil wafs, it appeais to
have been a place of great ftrength. - It extends
along the eaft {ide of the Qufe, which, upon a
high fpring tide, is faid to rife twenty feet pers
pendicular, and is about the breadth of the

Thames abave London bridge,

- At the porth end of the town is a fortrefs,
.«commonly called St. Anne’yfort, witha platform

_of twelve large guns, which command all fhips

that go in and out of the harbaur, Befides the
wall, it is defended by regular baftions ; and the
ditch lies almoft in the form of a femicircle.
The principal church is dedicated St, Margaret,
.and is built in the Gothic tafte. It is accounted

.by fome, one of the largeft parith-churche in

. England,

King’s-Lyxn was a boraugh by prefcriptipn
-before the reign of king John, who, on account
of itsadhering to him againét the barons,” made
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#t a free borough, with large privileges, appoiit-
ing the town a provoft, and giving it a filver cup
of about eighty ounces, double gilt and enamel-
led, with four large filver maces, that are carried
before the mayor : king Hensy VIIIth’s fword,
which he gave to the tewn, on its coming into
his pofleflion, by exchange, with the bithop of
Norwich, is likewife carried before rthe mayor.
King Hen. 11]. made it a mayor town, on ac-
count of the inhabitants ferving him againft the
barons ; and in the late cjvil wars it held out for
Charles I, and fuftained a fiege againft upwards
of 18,000 men, for abeve three weeks; but, for
want of relicf, was at length obliged to {urrender,
and to pay ten fhillings a head for every inhabi-
-tant, with a month’s pay to the foldiers, to pre-
vent its being plundered, This town has had fif-
teen royal charters. It was made a borough in
the 5th year of the reign of king John, 1204,
Hcre was a mayor in the time of Edw. IV,

CorroraTion. It is governed by a mayor,
an high-fteward, an under-fteward, a recorder,
twelve aldermen, eighteen common-councilmen,
‘with other inferior offigers.

EvERY
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Every firft Monday in the month, the mayor,
aldermen, magiftrates, and preachers meet, tq
determine a]l controverfies in an amicable man,
ner between the inhabitants, in order to preveng
Jaw-fuits.  This excellent cuftom was eftablifhed
in 1558, and is called the feaft of reconciliation,

Nuwmser or vorers—About 300.
ReturnING oFFicer-—The Mayar,
Parron—Lord Walpole.

NORTHUMBERLAND,

Porrticar CHARACTER.

THE balance between ariftocracy and inde-
pendence is nearly even in this county. The in-
tereft of the duke of Northumberland is fo power,
ful, as to returnone of the members, but in 1774,
heattempted to brmg in both ; in this he was op-
pofed by Sir Wllham Mlddlcton, one of the

prefent reprefentatives, who, aﬂif’tcd by the in-

dependent yeomen and géntlémen, finally obtain-
ed a yictory, and was accordingly feated.
! S Ax
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" ANCIENT StaTE. This is the old Saxon name
of the county, which was written Northan-Hum.
ber-lond, fignifying the land or country north of
the Humber. It being formerly not only a dif-
trict of larger extent than it is at prefent, com=
prehending Yorkfhire, Durham, Lancafter, Weft-
moreland and Cumberland, as well as Northum-
berland, but was a diftiné kingdom of the Saxon
heptarchy. It is a maritime county, extending
farther north than any of theothers, bordering
on Berwick-upen-Tweed and Scotland,

Turs, with fome of the adjacent counties, was,
in the time of the Romans, inhabited by the Ot-
tadini, Ottadeni, or Ottatini, a people fuppofed
to haye been thuscalled from their fituation upon
the river Tyne. Thefe peqple, being uneafy un-
* der the Roman government, confpired with the

Caledonians, in the reign of the emperor Severus,
andthrew off the yoke ; at which that prince was
-fo provoked, that having aflembled his army, in
.grder to reduce them, he had the cruelty to or-
der his foldiers to give them no quarter; but his
-death prevented the execution of this inhuman
-gommand, and the Britons were left mafters of
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this province, till Theodofius, landing in England,
recovered it out of their hands. .

- Arrter the Romans had withdrawn their fors
ces, the Britons, who had been exhaufted by the
braveft of their youth having been fent abroad tg
fight the battles of the Romans, were obliged to
call.in the Saxons to affift them againft the Scots
and. Pi&ts; but when the Saxons had varquifhed
their enemies, they fettled here themfelves, and
divided the fouth part of the ifland into feven
kingdoms, of which Northumberland was one of
the chief. It was firft brought under the Saxon
yoke by Offa, the brother of Hengift, and his
fon Jcbufa,

Turs county lying on the borders of Scotland,
whofe inhabitants often made inroads into it, part-
ly for conqueft, and partly for pillage, it was at
length found neceffary ta conftitute particulargo-
vernors to guard and defend the borders ; and

thefe were called lords of the Eaft, Weft, and
‘Middle Marches. At the fame time, every man

who poffefled great wealth, found himfelf obli-
ged o provide a caftle for his own fafety and de-

fence,

NorTH»

..o
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. Noitruummu_mp is fituated in the pr'ovix;cc
of York, and diocefe of Durham, has four hun
dred and fixty parifhes, and is divided into fix
wards, in which are twelve market—towns, Aln-
wick, Beleford, Berwick, Ellefdon, Haltwefel,
Hexham, Laermouth, Morpeth, Newcaftiq
Rothbury, Warkwerth, and Woller. It fends
eight members to parliament, that is, two
knights of the fhire for the county, and two re.
prefentatives for each of the three following
wwns, Newcafte-upon-Tyne, Morpeth, and
Bcrwxck-upon-Twecd

NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE.

" PoriticaL Cuampactia. The freedom of
this tawn, to which the right of election is annex.
¢ed, is not partial, Jike Retford and other places, in
its defcent to the eldeft fon, or, like Durham, ta
the youngeft fons of freemen, but extends to all
the fons born after the father became free.
THe number is too extenfive to fubmit to con-
troul. The contefts ‘for the reprefentation of
;hm town have been numerous ; but none of
them
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them have been attended with any circumftances
of novelty which would arreft the attention of
- of the public.

THE anceftors of Mr. Brandling, one of the
prefent members, have reprefented the place fo
long fince as the reign of Edw. VI. and in fe-
weral parliaments from that period to the prefent
time.

AncientStaTe. This town, which, from igs
fituation, is called Newcaftle~upon-Tyne, to dif-
tinguith it from Newcaftle-under-Line, in Staf-
fordthire, had its name from a caftle built here
by Robert, the eldeft fon of William the Con-
queror, to defend the country againft the Scots.
In the time of the Saxons it was called Moncaf-
ter, from the monks that were here, who all fled
when it was depopulated by the Danes. ‘This is
‘the principal town of the county. It is feated
on the narth bank of the river Tyne, at the dif-
tance of 276 miles north by weft of London, 14
miles north of Durham, and 84 north by weft of
York. It has been a borough, at leaft ever fince
the reign of Richard II. who granted the mayer
she honeur of having a {word carried before him;

and
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and Hen, VI.'made it a town and county of it
felf, independent of Northumberland.

NewcasTLE had feveral religious houfes ere@ed
fince the time of the conqueft ; particularly an
hofpital dedicated to the Virgin Mary, fuppofed
to have been founded in the reign of Edward I.
but enlarged and endowed by one Affelack, about
the end of the reign of Hen. II. and annexed to
St. Mary of Weftgate. Near Weftgate was an-
other hofpital dedicated to the Virgin Mary, as
old as the time of Hen. III. confifting of a mafter
and fix brethren, whofe revenues, at the time of
the {uppreflion, annually amounted to 26 1. 13s.
4d. Inthe time of Hen. J11. here was a priory
of brethren de Paenitentia Jefu Chrifti, feated in
a part of the town called Conftable-Garth. Be-
tween Weftgate and Newgate was a houfe of
Black-friars, founded about the year 1260, by Sir
Peter Scot, and his fon Nicholas : and near Pan-
don—gate, ftood a houfe of Grey friars, founded
before the year 1300. Near the town was a {mall
Benedictine nunnery, dedicated to St. Bartholo-
mew, as old as the time of William the Conquer-
or, which, at the diffolution, had ten nuns, 'énd

a revenue amounting to 361. ayear. Without
the
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the walls of the town was likewife a prioty, of
hofpital, dedicated to St. Mary Magdalen, of a -
mafter and brethren, founded by king Henry I.
This hofpital i fill in being, and confifts of a
mafter, and three poor brethren, each of whom
has gl. 6s. a year.

Tuis town 'was made a county of itfelf by
Henry VIII. ’

CorroraTioN. It is governed by a mayor, re-
corder, aldermen, and a theriff.

RiGHT oF ELECTION. There is no refolution
of the houfe of commons refpeing the right of
elettion, but it is admitted to be in the corpo-
ration and free burgefles, refident and non-
refident,

NUMBER 0F VOTERS==2500.
REeTurNiNG OrFricer—The fheriff.

MORPETH.

Poriticar Crasacter, This borough is
upder the immediate and abfolute controul of -
the earl of Carlifle. Several attempts have been

made
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made by the elefora to furmount this influence;
but they have never been attended with fuccefs.

Ar the general eletion in 1774, Francis Eyre,
Efq. and Thomas Charles Bigge, Efq. were
candidates in oppofition to the Hon. William
Byron, who was coufin, and Peter Delme, Efq,
who was brother-in-law, to the earl of Carlifle,
On the day of eletion, and after the clofe of the
poll, thefe gentlemen having the majority of
votes, agreeable to the poll taken by the bailiffs,
the populace, by threats and violence, compelled
the returning officers to fign a return of Mr.
Eyre, inftead of the Hon. William Byron, under
a pretence that they had rejected many legal
votes for Mr. Eyre, which would have given
him a majority upon the poll. On the 6th of
December following, Mr. Byron, and certain
eleftors in his intereft, prefented two petitions
to the houfe of commons, complaining of the
undue return of Mr. Eyre. A committee was
chofen to try the fame on the 24th of January
following, and on the 27th of the fame month,
reported to the houfe,

« Tuar the honourable William Byron, the
« petitioner, ought to have been returned a bur-
) ¢« gefs
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« gefs to ferve in this prefent parliament for the
“ borough of Morpeth.”

[
AT the fame time an order was made,

~ “Tnar Francis Eyre, and the freemen and

« elettors of the borough of Morpeth, in the
“ county of Northumberland, be at liberty to
« petition this houfe, to queftion the ele@ion of
« the honourable William Byron, within four-
“teen days next, if they think fit.”

Axp, on Wednefday the 8th of February, a
petition of Mr. Eyre was prefented to the houfe,
charging Mr. Byron and Mr. Delme direétly
with bribery, by themfelves and agents; and thas,
by the partiality of the returning officers, in re-
je€ting the petitioner’s votes, and by other corrupt
and illegal prattices, an apparent majority was
procured for the fitting members.

A SIMILAR petition had previoufly been pre-
pared by Mr. Bigge, and another by feveral
aldermen and free burgeffes of Morpeth, con-
taining the fame allegations.

THEsE petitions were all ordered to be taken
into confideration on the 12th of July.
Tuz
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"Tuz houfe being prorogued before that day,
and the petitions not being renewed at the enfu-
ing meeting of parliament, no examihation of
their merits took place.

Ancient State.  This borough, " which is
feated upon a fmall river, called the Wentfbeck,
is an ancient bo'rough by prefcription. It has
a bridge over the Wentfbeck, which runs almoft
through the centre of the town. Beinga poft
town, and having a great tl;orougbfare to the
north, it has feveral good ims,and an elegant
town-houfe, built by a late earl of Carlifle.

It never fent to parliament till the firft of
Queen Mary, 1558.

CorroraTioN. It is governed by two ball-
1iffs and feven aldermen.

Ricat or ErzcTion-——1694, March gth—Is
only in the bailiffs and free burgefles of the

faid borough. -

NUMBER OF VOTERS—-200. .
RETORNING OFF1cERs~TLhe two bailiffs.
Parron~—Earl of.Carliﬂc.

Vou. II. Y BERWICK
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BERWICK UPON TWEED.

Tae influence prevailing in this town, is that
of the earl of Lifburne and lord Delaval ; eachof
thefe noblemen having a fufficient weight of in-
tereft, at prefent, to return one mgmbch '

- ANECDOTE. -

: Ix the year 1768, Sir John Huffey Delayal,
and Robert Paris Taylor, Efg. were candidates
to reprefent this town in pérliament, and had
been fortunate enough to fecure the m2jor part
of the refident freemen in their intereft, fome
time prevxous to the eleftion. The candidates,
however, who were in oppoﬁtlon, canvafled, and
obtained the promife of the votes of a great
number of the non-refident freemen, who then
lived in. London, and agreed with a mafter of a
fhip, that he fhould hire another veﬂ'cl, befides his
own, and convey thefe men down to Berwick by
water.  Upon covenanting to do this, the com-
modore of the convoy received two hundred
pounds. :
. - Mg
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Mgr. TavLor, by whom we were favoured
with this account, was then in town, and, by ac-
cident, heard of the tranfaion ; upon which he
immediately went in fearch of the admiral of this
tle@ion cargo, whom he found. He foon
perceived that this fon of Neptune might, for a
valuable confideration, be induced, not only to
thange his fide, but alfo his courfe; and, for
twice the fum which had been given him to land
his troops at Berwick, he arrived fafe, and depo-
fited them on Norwegian territories. By this
manceuvre, lord Delaval and Mr. Taylor took
pefleflion of their feats without farther expence.

Anciint State. This town was originally
called Abtewick, fignifying, in the ancient Bri-
tith language, a fort at the mouth of a river: but
according to others, it was called by the Saxons
Beornicawic, which fignifies the town of the
Bernicians, this part of the country being an-
ciently called Bernicia; others again derive the
name from Berwica, which fignifies a corn-farm,
there being great plenty of grain in the adjacent
‘country. It is pleafantly fituated on the fouth
fide of an eafy declivity, on the north coaft of
the river Tweed; itisnot properly in this county,

' Ye or
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or even in England; for in alls of parliament,
and in briefs, it is always diftinguithed from
England, as a town feparate, both from this king-
dom and from Scotland. It formerly belonged
to Scotland, and was the chief town of a county
in that kingdom, ftill called Berwickfhire, and
was one of the four towns in which the con
veéntion of the royal boroughs of Scotland were
held. It was firft taken from the Scots by king
Edward I. and has been ever fince in the pol-
feflion of the Englith. The language and laws
of its inhabitants are, however, a mixture of
Scotch and Englifh.” It has bad feveral char-
ters, fome of which are as ancient as the reign of
Henry V.

Berwick, which is a town and county of it-
felf, had a caftle, which is now in ruins; but has
ftill a wall round it built by order of queen Eli-
zabeth ; and is farther firengthened by its fitua~
tion, it being almoft encompaffed by the river
and the fea. |

~ Sir John Grey founded a convent of White
friarsat Berwick in 1270; and there was a houfe
of preaching friars before the year 1291. An

T hofpital,
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hofpital, dedicated to St. Mary Magdalen in this
town, is mentioned in the reign of king Edward 1.
and the mafter and brethren of God’s-houfe are
mentioned as being fettled in this town about
the fecond year of Edward III. Here was like-
wife a houfe of the order of the Trinity, which
being deftroyed by Anthony Beck, bifhop of
Durham, another houfe of the fame order was
built by William and Laurence A&on; but the
religious were afterwards removed to Newcatftle.
At South Berwick, near Berwick upon Tweed,
David, king of Scotland, founded, in the twelfth
century, a Benedittine nunnery. And at Tweed-
mouth, which is confidered as a fuburb to Ber-
wick, was an hofpital, the mafterfhip of which
was in the bifhop of Durham,

THis town was {ummoned to return members
ta parliament in the reign of Henry VIIL

CorroraTION.—By a charter granted by king
James L, in the year 1602, it is governed by a
mayor, recorder, ane alderman, and four bailiffs,
all of thenr chofen annually out of the burgefles
af the town.

Ricuz
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. Ricur or ELecTiON.—1695, March gth—In
the freemen refident and nqn-reﬁdem.

NuMBER or VOTERS—600.

RETURNING OFFICERs— Mayor and four Bai-
liffs. ‘

Patrons—Earl of Lifburne and lord Delaval,

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE.

PoriticalL. CHARACTER.

THi1s county prefents us with the meft vio
lent conteft, for ariftocratic pre-eminence, that
has happened for many years in this country.
It arofe between the late earl of Halifax and the
prefent carl of Northampton, in eppefition to the
late earl Spencer.

. The effeés of this ftruggle were of fuch a ten.
dency to the parties embarked in it, as to caufe the
eftates of the earl of Halifax to be fold foon after
his death for the benefit of his creditors; the earl of
Northampton to live out of his native counfry;

and
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and the fortune of earl Spencer to be fo much

hurt, as not yet to be entirely recovered.” The'
final iffuc of this bufinefs however, was, that each

party at that time, brought in one member; and

the enormous expences with which this paroxifm

for power was accompanied, have fince permitted
the independent party to exercife their rights in

the elettion of their reprefentatives.

AncieNT StaTE. Northamptonfhire took
its name from Northampton, the county town.
It is feated in about the middle of England, and
extending in a long narrow tract to the northe
caft, borders on more counties than any other in
this part of Britain. On the eaft it is bounded
by Cambridgefhire, Huntingdonthire, Bedford-
fhire and Buckinghamfhire; on: the fouth, by
part of Buckinghamfthire and Oxfordfhire; on
the weft, by Oxfordfhire and Warwickfhire, and
on the north, by Leicefterfhire, Rutlandthire and
Lincolnthire,

In the time of the Romans this county made

a part of the territory inhabited by the Coritani ;
and under the Saxons it belonged to the king,-
dom of Mercia. There are Roman remains in
. - fevena]
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feveral parts of the county, fuch as camps,
foundations of buildinigs, Roman urns, coins, and
many other aatiquities. There are likewife two
Roman roads which crofs it, the one where it is
broadeft, and the other where it is marrowet,
The firft is generally allowed to be Watling-
ftreet, and the other only a vicinal way. How-
ever, it muft have been a road of fome confe
quence, becaufe it branches out into two, before
it leaves the county, the one road running north
caft, and the other narth, The traces of many
boufes and villas are to be found upon the mili4
tary way, that were ufed by the¢ Romans for:
Ppleafure or retirement,

* Turs county is divided into twenty hun..
dreds, containing the city of Peterborough,
and cleven market towns, viz. Brackley, Da-
ventry, Higham-Ferrers, Kettering, Northamp-
ton, Oundle, Rockingham, Thrapfton, Tow-
cefter, and Wellingborough. It lies in the pro4
vince of Canterbury, and diocefe of Peterbo-
rough, and has three hundred and thirty parifhes.
It fends nine members to parliament; viz,
two knights of the fhire for the coynty, twa
- ' citizeng
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citizens for Peterborough, two burgefles fof
Northampton, two for Brackley, and onc for
Higham-Ferrers.

NORTHAMPTON TOWN.

* PorrricaL Craracter. The right of elec.
tion in this town being in the jnhabitant houfe.
holders, fuch of them as receive an annual dona-
tion diftributed at Chriftmas, are, by a fpecial
refolution of the houfe, difqualified from voting,
This refolution is not only repugnant to the
fpirit of what may be called the prefent com- °
mon law of the committees, but exprefsly con-
trary to the decifion on the Bedford petitions
in 1775, and 1792 ; when it was determined, that
perfons receiving charity were not thereby dif-
abled from voting, but that receiving alms was a
difjualification, By this we are to underftand,
that the word a/ms and charity are not fynony-
mous,

CONTRARY DETERMINATIONS.

In the cafe of Aylefbury, 28 January 1698-9,
it was refolved, that all perfons receiving a/ms
within the borough of Aylefbury, purfuant to

the
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the will of Mr. Bedford, or any other perfons re<
ceiving any otber charity annually difiributed with-
in the faid town, are, in refpect thereof, difabled
to vote in the election of burgefles to ferve in
parliamcnt.

Dec, 4, 1708.  In the cafe of the boraugh of
Reading, it was refolved, That fuch perfons as
have, within two years laft, received Kendrick’s
cbarity, or any other annual charity, have no right
to vote in the cle@ion of burgcﬂ'cs tq ferve in
parlia_mcnt,

In the Coventry cafe, February 24, 1701-2,
It was refolved, that the freemen of Coventry, re~
ceiving alms or charity, have no right to vote in
the cle&ion of citizens to ferve in parliament.

IN 1690, the haufe of commons refolved,
That alms meant only parifh relief; and in the
cafe of Sandwich, the 31ft of O&ober the fame-
year, it was efpecially agreed by the committee,
that the freemen of the Port of Sandwich inha.
biting within the faid Port, although they re-
ceive alms, have a right to vote. ‘To reconcile
thefe contradi@ery refolutions, na other.remedy

can
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can be adopted but that of a plain and fimple
parliamentary reform ] Every queftion of elec~
tion right, being, under the prefent form of
reprefentation, equally inexplicable, the removal
of which will employ the committees of the
houfe of commons to the end of time, without
any other confequence than that of involving it
in greater complication and intricacy. The ne-
ceflity of recurring to the plain and fimple con.
ftitution of our Saxon anceftors becomes every
day more evident, when every mafter of a famiily,
or, in the modern acceptation of the form, every
inhabitant houfekeeper, throughout Great Bri-
tain, fhall be admitted to the free exercife of his
franchife, The queftions then refpecting refidence
and non-refidence, freemen obtaining their ex-
clufive rights by private favor or purchafe, and
the endlefs train of abufes and impofitions to
which the houfe of commans and the public arg
at prefent liable, would be removed.

Tue corporation of this town is in the in.
tereft of the ear] of Northampton, who is their
recorder, and has the influence of nominating
one of their members.

-ANCIENT
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Ancrent StaTE. This town, according to -
Camden, was fo called from its northern fituation
on the river Nen, upon whofe banks it is feated,
and where another river, named North Fandon,
falls into it on the Weftern fide of the town:
others maintain, that it was anciently called
Hamtun in the Saxon annals, and that north
was prefixed to it foon after the conqueft, to dif
tinguifh it from Southampton, which was alfa
before that time only known by the name of
Hamtun, It is feated fixty-fix miles north-weft
of London, and appears to have been an obfcure
place till after the conqueft ; yet it is thought ta
have been very ancient, though ne mention is
made of it during the Saxon heptarchy; but
Henry of Huntingdon obferves, that it was
burnt down to the ground by the Danes, yet
was foon after rebuilt by the affitance of king
Canute; and we find in doomfday-book, that
in the reign of Edward the Confeffor, there
were in this town fixty burgefles, who had as
many manfions here. It has fent members to,
parliament ever fince the reign of Edward I,
and as it lies in the heart of the kingdom, feveral
parliaments have been held there. The barons
began their rebellion againft king Henry IIL in

this
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this town, and that prince took it by affault.
About the end of that reign fome difcontented
fcholars retired thither from Oxford and Cam-
bridge, and, with the king’s leave, profecuted
their ftudies during three years, and formed a
vollege here ; fo that there appeared to be an uni-
verfity in Northampton, till this fociety was fup-
prefled by a fpecial prohibition, as being injuri-
ous to both univerfities.

IN the time of Leland it was encompailed
with a wall, and had four gates, named Eaft,
Weft, North and South Gate; it had alfo a great
caftle, which ftood near the Weft Gate, and had
a large keep. There were likewife feven parifh
churches within the walls, of which Allhallows.
was the principal, and ftood in the heart of
the town. In the fuburbs were two parith
churches; thus this town had nine churches,
befides St. Catharine’s chapel, which ftood in a
church-yard within the walls, and the ruins of a
large chapel without the North Gate. Befides
thefe churches, there were here many religious
foundations: the priory of St. Andrew for Black
friars ftood in the north part of the town near
the North Gate: it was founded in the reign of

William
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William the Conqueror, by Simon Seinliz, thé
firft earl-of Huntingdon, and Maud his wife.
Hugh, bi{hop.of Lincoln, confirmed the churches.
and tythes given to this priory, and Henry I.
added his royal affent to that confirmation,
and granted the monks many liberties and fran-
chifes. - This ptiory, which was for Cluriac
monks, had been fubordinate to the foreign ab-
bey of St. Mary de Caritite, but had been made
_dcnizen in the fixth of ‘Henry IV. and after-
wards, 4t its diffolution, its revénue was valu-
ed by Speed at 3341. a year ; but by Dugdale at
263L. In the weft part of the town was an ab-
bey of Black canons, dedicated to St. James,
built by William Peverell, natural fon to Wil-
liam the Conqueror, before the year 1112, which
was valued at the diffolution at 1751, 8s. 2d. a
year. Within the walls of the town, a little
above the South Gate, was an hofpital dedicated
to St. John Baptift, for poor infirm perfons,
founded by Walter, archdeacon of Northampton,
about the year 1137,and rated, at the fuppreffion,
at 251. 6s. 2d. per annum. The friars minors
had hired an habitation in the parifh of St.
Giles in 1224, but afterwards fixed northward
of the market place, upon ground given them by
the
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the town. This houfe was valued at the fup-
preflion at 61. 17s. 4d. ayear. In the horfe.
market was a priory of friar preachers, before
the year 1240, to which John Dabington was
cither a founder, or a confiderable benefattor,
which at the diffolution was valued at sl. 7s.
10d. a year. St. Mary’s was a priory of Car-
melite friars, founded and endowed by Simon
Montfort, earl of Lcic_cﬁcr, in the year 1271; it
was feated within the walls, and was valued at
the diffolution at 101, 10s. a year. A houfe of
Black friars was in the ftreet where a horfe-mar-
ket was kept once a week, and was endowed
with great privileges ; it had but few benefattors,
and at the time of the diffolution was valued only
at 1. a year. In Brigg-ftreet, near the South
Gate, John Longyville, in 1322, gave a mefluage,
* with the appurtenances, for a chapel and priory
of Auguftine friars. On the fouth fide of the
town was an hofpital dedicated to St. Leonard,
for a mafter and leprous brethren, before the
year 1240. There was alfo a college belonging
to the church of All-Saints, which was valued
at the diffolution at 21. 13s. 4d. a year. An
hofpital, near the Weft-gate, was founded by the
citizens about the year 1450; and without the

© walls
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walls of the town was the abbey de la Pré, fop
Cluniac nuns, founded in the reign of king Ste
phen by Simon Seinliz, the fecond earl of
Northampton, and dedicated to St. Mary. At the
time of the fuppreflion here were ten nuns, when
the revenue of the houfe amounted to 119l. g s;
7d. a year.

" In the year 1695, this town was burnt down,
but was foon afterwards rebuilt, and how makes
2 handfome appearange.

It gives the title of earl to the family of
Compton.

Tuis town fent ab origine. .

CorporaTioN. It was incorporated by chars
ter of king James I. anno 16—, and confifts of a
mayor, 2 bailiffs, a recorder, and 48 common
councilmen, out of whom the mayor is chofen,
who is ever after reputed an alderman.

Ricuror:LecTioN. 1665, April 26—In the
inhabitant houfeholders, not receiving alms.

- NUMBER oF VOTERS—gO0.
RzrurNinG orFiceR—The Mayor.,

Patron—Earl of Northampton, partially.
PETER-
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PETERBOROUGH CITY.

Pox.rrxc.u. CHARACTER This city is entirely
mdependcnt in 'tbc exercife of its clective fran-
chife. The mhabltants who pay fcot and lo,
and who are m number between four and five
.hundred have all votes at clections for their
members of the Icg:ﬂanve aﬂ'cmbly Thxs‘ be-
ing a bxfhop s fee, the dean and chapter havc
very great and ﬁngular prxvllcgcs They are
lords of the place, and ele¢t all the officers, and
their fteward has the honour of bemg returning
officer at the time of elettion, therc being here
neither mayor, nor rccordcr.

) Aucxm;' Srate. ’fhis city, which is feated
on the river Ncn, feventy-fix mlles north by
weft of London 1s reckoned the leaft city, and
pooreﬁ blfhopnc, in England It received its
name from its. ancient monaﬁery dedicated to
St. Peter.  We are told by anciént writers, that
in the river Nen, formerly called Avon, was a
gulph of prodlglous dcpth, named Mcdcfwell
near which was a town, named Medefuell-
" Vor. I yA Hamp-
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Hampftead, or Medes-Hampftead. This was
faid to have been feated in a very fine fpot,
having on onc fide a meer of excellent water,
and on the other, many woods, meadows and
paftures. Peada, the fon of Penda, the firft
king of the Mercians, was fo pleafed with the
place, that he determined to found a monaftery
here, and accordingly began it in the year 655;
but he dymg, or, as fome fay, his wife caufing
him to be murdered, his two brothers, Wolfere
and Ethelred, and his fifters, Kinneburga and
‘Kinnefwitha, finithed and endowed it. After
this the mohaftey flourifhed about 200 years, and
was encompafled with a wall, which was carried
round the town by one of the abbots. However,
“when the Pagan Danes invaded this’ ifland, and
pillaged all the places wherever they came, Peter-
borough was deftroyed among the reft in 870.
‘In that year the abbot of Crowland in Lincoln-
thire, and his monks, flying to this monaftery
for proteition, wére overtaken by thofe invaders,
and murdered in‘a court of the abbey, called the
‘monks cliurch-yard, from their being all buried
in it; and their effigies are ftill to be feen upon
a tomb-ftone erected over their common grave.
Thc abbcy aftcr this lay neglected about a hun-

drcd

.
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‘dted yéars, till Ethelwold, bithop of Winchefter,
affifted by king Edgat, and Adulf his ¢hancetlot,
rebuilt it in a rnore’ magnificent’ Mianner; and
* ‘having fpent his whole fortune updn It, was
‘made the firlt abbot. He thén cit down the
"woods, built manor-houfes and granges, and let
the lands out at certiin r(eiits, by which meéans
it foon became filled with irthabitants, while the
monaftery obtained large revenues and gréat pri-
vileges. 'The abbots weie called to parhamcrit
‘in the ‘reign of Henry 1I1. ahd had the ho-
nour of the mitre in the year 1400. At the
time of the diffolution, it had about forty monks
‘of the Bemedicting order, when the ravenues of
the abbey were valued by Dugdale, at i7211. a
year; and by Speed, at 1972 1. King Hen. VIII.
¢onverted it into a bifhopri¢, and the monaftery
church into a cathedidl, which, befides the
bifhop, dean, and fix prebcndancs, has eight
‘petty  canons, four “ftadents in divinity, one
eplfﬂcr, one gofpc!lcr, a fubzdean, fub-rreafurct'
and chanter; eight chorifters, eight finging-men,
two chancellors, 4 fchoolmaf’(cr, uther, and twen-
ty fcholars';* a fleward, organift, and othcr infe-
rior fficers, s

Zz TuHoven
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‘Troucn Peterborough is an ancient city, it is
not very large, having only one church, bcﬁdes
,the ca,thcdral The houfes, howcver, are well
:b“lltr fm‘d _t,l‘lc ftreets are regular, with a band-
femg market-place, in which is a good market-
boufe, whcre the affizes and feffions for the hun-
.dred arc cht Its jurifdition extends over
,tlurty-two towns and hamlcts, in which the cwxl
mag,lﬁratqs, appomtcd by the royal commiffion,
arc vefted with the fame power as the judges of
:afﬁze. and hold their quarterly feffions in the
cty.

Pzrsk‘s’onopcu gwes the title of earl to the
family of Mordaunt
' 'qus cxty ﬁrﬂ; fcn; membcrs to pathamcnt
-anno 1547y 1 Edward VL S .

Rxgur 6? E{-S,CTION—K 701 »I6 junc. Agrccd,

.3991..19..

. 1728, April. The execytion of the precept

for cleting citizens to ferve in parliament, and
the

3

HES .
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the making the return thereof, are in the bailiff
of the faid city, appointed by the dean and
chapter of the cathedral church of Peterbo-
rough. . ' )

. 1728, 13 May. The right of eleéting-citizeas
to ferve in parliament for the city of Pererbo-
rough, is in the inhabitants within the precin@s
of the minfter, being houfeholders not receiving
alms, and other the inhabitants of the faid city,
paying {cot and lot.

NUMBER OF VOTERS—§00.
ReTurNING oFricer—The Bailiff of the. faid
city, appointed by the dean and chapter.

- BRACKLEY.

- Pariticat CuaracTer. This borough is
under the fole influence and patronage of the
duke of Bridgewater, The number of vaters
being only thirty-three, and they of the body
corporate, makes thefe men totally fubfervient ta
aniftocratic greatnefs,

ANCIENT
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ANcIeNT STaTE. Brackley, which is feated -
on a place full of brake or fern, whence it is fup-
pofed to have taken its name, is fituated fifty-
feven miles north-weft of London, and fuppofed
to be the third borough crected in England; it
was once famous for its tilts and tournaments,
and a great ftaple for wool ; but that trade is al- -
moft loft. It is pleafantly watered by the {prings
of the river Oufe, which rife pear the town.
Here arec two parifh churches, and a free gram-
mar-fchool. The family of the Zouches built a
college here, which, though much decayed, is
kept from falling to ruins by Magdalen college
in Oxford. . In this town Robert earl of Leicef~
ter, in the beginning of the twelfth century, gave
a piece of ground for building an hofpital upon,
which was endowed by his fon Roberr, and
dedicated to St. Mary Magdalen.

BrackLEY never fent to parliament | till
Edward VI’s reign,

'Conppm}n'ou.—-lt‘ is governed by a mayor,
6 aldcrmen, and 26 burgeffes,
K 2

RigHT or VoTING—17%14, 20 April. Isinthe.
perfons _iyhabiting ancient houfes, or in houfes
builg
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built on ancient foundations, paying'fcot and
lot.’ ' )

NuMBER OF VOTERS—33.
RzTUurNING OFFIcER—The Madyor.
. Patron—Duke of Bridgewater.

HIGHAM-FERRERS.

" PortricarState, This borough, which fends”
but one member to parliament, is under the fole’
influence, and at the entire difpofal of earl Fitz-
william ; on which account a conteft for the re.
prefentation never happens.

Ancrent StaTE.  Higham-Ferrers, or Ferris,
which fignifies the high houfe of Ferrers, derives
its name from a caftle on a rifing ground,
anciently in the pofleflion of the family of Fer-
rers. It is a fmall town, ftanding on the eaft
fide of the Nen, in a clean and dry fituation.
The church is a handfome ftructure, with a lofty
fpire. It has a free-fchool,’ and alms-houfe, for
twelve men and one woman. In the tenth year
of Henry V. that prince granted a licence to

Henry
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Henry, Chicheley, archbifhop of Canterbury, ta
found a college here, (this being the place of his
birth) for eight fecular chaplains, four clerks,
and fix chorifters. It was incorporated by.the
name of the college of the Blefled Virgin, St.
Thomas of Canterbury, and St. Edward the
Confeflor. The bifhop endowed it with lands
in his life-time, and thefe were increafed after
his death by his brothers Robert and William,
aldermen of 'I-..ondon, his executors. Its annual
value, at the fuppreflion, according ta Dugdale,
was 1551, 25,

TH1s Boxough was incorporated anno 2 and 3
Philip and Mary, and then imprivileged to re-
turn one burgefs to parliament,

. CbRPORATION.;ConﬁﬂS of a mayor, 7 alder-
men, and 13 capital burgeffes.

" R1GHT oF ELECTION.—1702, 2§ January. Is
in the mayor, aldermen, burgeffes, and freemen,
being houfeholders, and not receiving alms.

NuwmssR oF YOTERS—84.
Rerurning oxrrcer—The Mayor.
. Patroyt-Epct Fitzwilliam.
" NOT,
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NOTTINGHAM COUNTY,

PoriticaL CHARACTER..

I HIS. county is entirely under the influence
of ariftocracy. The duke of Portland, the duke

of Newcaftle, lord Middleton, and Mr, Pierre-.
pont, have large eftates in this part of the coun-.

try. Thele four, or a majority of them, can al-
ways ditate to the county who fhall be its mem-
bers. If an attempt, therefore, of the few inde-
pendent party, fhould be made to exert their
own rights in the choice of their reprefeatatives,
it would, we fear, be unfuccefsful.

Major Cartwright, who- is the father of the

Contftitutional Saciety, and author of a plan of:
Parliamentary Reform, made an effort to reftore.

thiscounty to its naturalindependence ; forwhich

purpefe he offered himfelf a candidate; but.

neither the eminent talents of this gentleman,
nor the fervice he rendered his country, by the
great number of perfons which he employed

//.j':

‘-
4

in its manufa@lures, could avail any thing when -~
weighed
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weighed in the balance againft ariftocratic del-
potifm,

Ancient State.  This county takes its name
from Nottingham, its capital. It is bounded on
the north by Yorkfhire and the Ifle of Axholm,
in Lincolnfhire; on the eaft alfo by Lincaln-
fhire ; on the fouth by Leicefterthire ; and on the
weft by Derbyfhire, and a fmall part of York-
fhire. It extends in length from north to fouth
about forty-five miles, from eaft to weft about
twenty-four, and is on¢ hundred and ten milesg
in circumference,

The Britith inhabitants of this county, at the
invafion of the Romans, were the Coritani. A
military way, termed the Foffe-way, enters this
county from Willoughby-on-the-Would, near the
borders of Leicefterfhire, and paffing in a north-
eaft dire&tion by Bingham and Newark, leaves
Nottinghamfthire at a village called Skarle, a few
miles north-caft of Newark, pafling from thence
into Lincolnthire,

WE do no find any thing memorable has been
fak’l of the county in general, in the Saxon times,
befides
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befides what is mentioned in Domefday-book ;
namely, that in Snottingahamfhire, if any perfon
fhould plow, or make a ditch in the king’s high-
way, in the road to York, or within two perches
of it, he thould pay eight pounds, that is, eight
pounds weight of filver, two thirds of which
fhould go to the king, This county was divided
by William the Conqueror, among his captains
and followers, the Saxon lords being forced to
refign their pofleffion.

NorriNngHAMSHIRE is not one of the largeft
counties, but, upon other accounts, yields to fow
in England,

It is divided into eight hundreds, or rather
fix wapcr;takes and two liberties. It lies in the
provincc and diocefe of York, and has one hun-
dred and fixty-eight parithes, and nine market
towns, which are Nottingham, Newark, Mans-
field, Blith, Bingham, Warkfop, Tuxford, South-
well and Eaft Redford, It fends cight members
to parliament, that is, two knights of the fhire
for the county, and two reprefentatives for each
of the boroughs of Nottingham, Newark, and

Eaft Redford,
NOT.
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Poritrcal CuaracTer. This town is nog
under immediate influence of any kind; arifing -
principally from the great number of inhabitants
whoarevoters,and theincreafe ofits commerce and
manufactures, It is fubje¢t to the fame incon-
veniences that Weftminfter, Briftal and Leicef- -
ter are, owing to a coalition of the lcading
men of each party, who, to avoid the expences
which would neceffarily attend an oppofition,
agree that each fhould return one member.
Thefe unnatural unions, which owe their ‘origin
to avarice, and the ambition of a few, who call
themfelves the great men of the place, virtually
deprive the people of any reprefentation at all,
becaufe, upon every fubject of importance which
3s debated in the fenate, the membcr;, thus con-
ftituted, always vote on oppofite fides of the
queftion, The only effe¢tual prevention of ‘this
grievance that can be devifed, is, that each dif-
tri& thould choofe either one or three reprefen-
tatives, by which their influence muft be necel-
farily felt in every decifion that takes place in
the legiflature of their country,

Tax
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Tux right of ele@ion in this town was an-
tiently, according te Dr. Browne Willis, in
the inbabitant houfekegpers paying fcot and lot;
_but, by a refolution of the houfe of commens of
10 June, 3701, this right is made fo comphi
‘cated, and open to fraud and litigation, that
every freeman of this town, by a furreptitious in-
denture of apprenticethip, executed in any part

- of the kiagdom, may qualify eay number of
cleQors that may fuit his convenience or his in- -

tereft.

< Axcient State. This place, which is the
Jprincipal town in the county, was called by the
Saxons Snottingaham, from the caves they found
in the rocks, which are fuppofed to have been
inhabited by the Britons before the time of their
arrival, apnd is pleafantly feated on a rocky hill
facing the fouth, on the north fide of the Leen,

and near a mile north of the Trent.

IT is undoubtedly one of the moft ancient
towns in Great Britain. John Roufe, a monk
of Warwick, who wrote in the reign of king
Henry VII. places its foundation nine hundred
and. cighty years before the birth of Chrift;

3 and
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-and fays, that king Ebranc built this town poii

the Trent, on dn eminence called Doloreus-hill,
from the great flaughter of the Britohs made
there by king Humber, in the reign 6f Abba-

-na@. Indeed, it is 4 genéral obfervation, thit

the writers of hiftory, fond of tlie marvellous,

-have endeavouréd to extend the origin of na-
" tions.and cities to theé moft diftant ages, and of

involving their origin in fables. However, Dr.

-Stukeley obferves, that Nottingham feems to be

as ancient as the time of the Britons; for as foon,
fays he, as they had proper tools, they fell to
work upon the rocks, which every where offered
themfelves {6 comimodioufly for affording therh
places of retirement and fhelter; @nd Dr. Deet—
ing obferves, that thefe works were prébably
performed long before the arrival of the Romans,
Indeed, the whole town is, in a thanner, under-

:mined with caverns of an amazing depth and

extent ; fo that it is even queftioried, whether all
the buildings on the furface of the rock would
fill up the vacancies underneath. Hence the
cellars cut in the rocks, are frequently as deep
as the higheft houfes; and in digging for foun-
dations of new houfes there have been difco-
vered fpacious caverns, before unknown ; fome

of




NOTTINGHAM. 71 |

of thefe are faid to have been arched, in a regu-
lar, manner, to have been fupported by columans,
and to-have. had 2 communication with each
'othcr, by paflages leading to very diftant parts.

It is univerfally allowed, that the Cornith Bri-
tons were fkilled in mining, before the arrival of
the Romans; but whether thefe fubterraneous
works are of fo ancient a date, it is impoffible to
determine. Dr. Deering fuppofes, from the
Gothic order obfervable in thefe ftru@tures, that
they were formed during the heptarchy, when
the Danes, who were pagans, made frequent in-
roads into this part of the kingdom, and in-
tended as places of refuge, to which they might
betake themfelves in time of danger, and exercifc
their religious functions, without being expofed
to the fury of thofe perfecuting idolaters.

IT does not appear that Nottingham was a
Roman ftation, it being fituated at a diftance
from any of their roads, and no Roman antiqui-
ties are known to have been found there; but
there is no doubt of its being inhabited by the
Saxons foon after their arrival, and that they very
early ereted fortifications there. For the Dancs,

' when
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when they raviged this ifland, came to Sndttirt«
- gaham, as it was then called, in the year 852, where
they were befieged by Bethred, king of the Mera
cians, but without fuccefs, they having taken
pofleflion of a ftrong fortrefs placed on the rock,
on which the caftle was afterwards buile; but
in 864, Ethelred, king of the Welt-Saxons, and
his brother Alfred, joining the above prince,
marched with all their forces, invefted thls for-
tref, and obhgcd the Danes to enter into a
capitulation, in which they promifed to retire,
and leave the kingdom; yer two years after
they returned, and again took poﬂ'cﬂion of Not~
tinghain, where they took up their winter quar-
ters; but they were foon obliged to lcave it, and
retire into the north.
KiNc Edward the Elder, the fon of Alfred,
encompafled the town with a wall, which is now
entirely demolifhed, though one of the gates
was ftanding in the memory of man, and the
names of the reft are prcfcrvéd in thofe of the
ftreets, which led to them. Camden and Hol.
linfhead affism, that the caftle was built by Wila
liam the Conqueror, which is certainly true;
though Dr. Thoroton, who wrote the hiftory of
the
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the county, aintains that it was built by Wil
liam de Peverel, his natural fon, whom that
prince not only made earl of Nottingham, but
gave him the cuftody of the caftle, and of Sher-
wood-foreft. In the reign of Henry II. his
fon William lofing the caftle, was fo exafperated,
that he demolifhed the town, which continued
" in a ruinous condition till his father, being
peaceably fettled on the throne, affifted the in-
habitants in rebuilding it, and granted them a
new charter. | '

IN the year 1194, king Richard I. called 2
great council, or parliament here; and king
John caufed twenty-eight Welch gentle-~
men, who had been delivered to him as hof~
tages for the peaceable behaviour of their
countrymen, to be hanged, on account of the
Welch having again taken up arms againft him.

In the reign of Edward III. a great council
met at ‘this town, when the king being made
fenfible of the mifchiefs that enfued from the
vile altions of Roger Mortimer, earl of March,
who was too familiar with the queen-mother,
and under the fhelter of her authority, was: in=-

Your. II. Aa flamed
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flamed with fach pride and arrogance, as to he
guilty of the moft arbitrary proceedings, thought
it neceffary to bring him to condign punifhment.
Upon this the king privately ordered Sir Wil~
liam Montague, conftable of the caftle, to take
to his affiftance feveral trufty perfons, to put the
advice of the council into execution. Thefe
got into the caftle by a fecret winding afcent,
unknown to the queen and Mortimer, cut from
the bottom of the rock to the top, and entered
the room next the queen’s lodgings, where they
found the earl with Henry, bithop of Lincoln,
and fome others, who’for fome time ftood on
their defence; but two of their company being
flain, the reft were taken prifoners. ' The earl
of March was taken down through the above
paflage, and fent to London, where, at the
mecting of parliament, articles of impeach-
ment were preferred againft him, and he was
fentenced to be hanged, drawn and quartered,
which was executed at the common gallows,
called the Elms, near Smithfield. This private
paflage, which is without the town and caftle
walls, was probably made long before, and in-
tended to relieve the caftle with men and proyi-
fions, in cafe the town fhould be in the poffef-

fion
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fion of an eneniy; biit from the above ¢ircum-

ftance it obtained the name of Mortimer’s hole,
by which it is fill called.

Epwarb IV, fo much enlarged and adorned
the caftle, that it feemed in a manner new built ;
and his brother Richard III, made farther im- -
provements, and rendered it one of the com-
pletet fortrefles in the kingdom. David,
king of Scotland, was kept prifoner here, before
he was fent to London, and during his confine-
mént, is faid to have carved the hiftory of Chrift’s
paflion, and other curious fubjefs in relief, on
the walls of his prifon ; but as he was ill of his
wounds while he continued there, thefe works
were probably performed, if they were not done
.bcfore, by one of his atténdants.

Tue fituation of the caftle on a fteep rock,
4nd the ftrength of its fortifications, rendered it
impregnable by ftorm; though in the barons
wars it was taken by furprize. In the civil wars
king Charles 1. fet up his ftandard here, but
it becamé afterwards a garrifon for the parlia~
ment, From the Rutland family (to which it

Aazg ; was
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was given before the civil wars) it came by the
mother’s fide to the duke of Buckingham, and
he fold it to William Cavendifh, marquis and.
afterwards duke of Newcaftle, who laid the
foundation of the prefent noble ftructure, which
was finifhed in the year 1679.

Tuis town was incorporated long before
king Henry II. gave it a charter; for in Ed-
ward the Confeflor’s time it had a hundred and
feventy-three burgefles. Many of our kings
have in this town kept their court, and affem-
bled here feveral parliaments. It was anciently
governed by two bailiffs, coroners, and a com- |

mon council. King Edward I. impowered them
'~ to choofe a mayor annually. Henry VL in the
twenty-feventh year of his reign, made it a
county of itfelf, changed the bailiffs into fheriffs,
and appointed it to be governed by a mayor,
and burgefles. The town is divided into feven
wards, anfwering the number of aldermen, each
-of thefe having one of them committed to his
care, though he is not confined to live in it;
and, as a juftice of peace, his power extends
throughout all. the liberties of the town.

CORPOR A~
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CorroraTION, It is governed by a mayor,
6 aldermen, a recorder, 2 fheriffs, and 24 com-

mon councilmen,

Riguror ELecTION—]June 10, 1701. Agreed,
that the right was in the mayor, freemen, and
freeholders of forty fhillings a year; and that
the eldeft fons of freemen by birth, and the
youngeft fons of freemen, who have ferved feven
years apprenticefhip, whether at Nottingham or
- elfewhere, and alfo fuch perfons as ferved ap-
prenticefhips to any freemen of Nottingham,

were well entitled to demand their freedom.

Numser or voTERs—About 1700.
REeTURNING oFF1cERS—The Sheriffs.

EAST RETFORD,

PorLiTicaL CuaracTER. The right of elec.
tion in this borough is in the bailiffs, aldermen,
and an indefinite number of freemen, in whom
the qualification of refidence within the town is not
neceffary. The freedom is obtained either by
patrimony, a3 being the cldeft fon of a freeman

3 born
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born within the borough; by fervitude, in confe«
quence of having ferved feven years apprentice-
ﬂ)ip to a freeman within the fame limits; or by
redemption, which is by gift of the bailiffs and
aldermen, Thofe who obtain their franchife by
this {pecial favour of the junto of aldermen, muft
be inhabitant houfeholders ar the time they are
made free, but may leave their habitations the
next day ; and by this method of qualification, a -
fingle houfe may, by the court of aldermen, be
made the inftrument of doubling the whole num-
ber of ele€tors between one clc&ion and another,
or of myltiplying their own party, fo as to fecure
the return of any candidate whofe intereft they
may think proper to efpoufe. In every charter
granted by the crown we find the fame power has
been invefted in the few, to control the indes
pendence of the many, where a monopoly of the
election right in'the éorporation does not exclude
the people altogether from a fhare in the choice
of their reprefentatives,

Tue aldermen of Retford have not, however,
been under the neceflity of having recourfe ta
the exercife of this power, like their brethren ag
Carlifle, Durham, Seaford, and many other places,

whq
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who have incurred the correction of parliament,
and the cenfure of the public, a mutual agree-
ment between the aldermen and freemen, each
to nominate a member, and a concurrence in the
election of them, rendering this meafure unnecef~
fary, '

Tue aldermen, being in theintereft of the duke
of Newcatftle, receive with implicit condefcenfion
his grace’s inftructions for regulating their poli-
tical conducty and the freemen, with a fcrupulous
attention to effablifbed cufloms, felect fome neigh.
bouring gentleman for their reprefentative,

1IN juftice to thefreemen, and in conformity to
that lihe. of impartiality which it is our anxious
endeavour to keep, we cannot conclude our ac-
count of this borough without relating that,
under the impreffion of gratitude to major Cart-
wright, who employs upwards of fix hundred of
the inhabitants of .this place in the manufaflure
of woollens, and out of refpeét to that eftimation
in which his public charaer and private virtues
are univerfally held, they made him an offer of
thejr 'unbiafled fuffrages at the laft election; but
\\‘{:thcr that gentleman conceived it inexpedient

)
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te.wafte his time in mock-harangues, and divid«
ing againft decifive majorities, or whether he
confidered the poft of honour in the prefent. ftate
of things to be a private ftation, we cannot take
upon us to dtitcrfﬁine s he declined the honour
they intended him, but has not abated that pa-
triotic zeal which he has fo eminently difplayed
in the caufe of liberty.

AncienT StaTE. This town, which is called
Redford or Retford, is feated on the river Idle,
about three miles to the weft of the great road
from London to York, and five miles fouth-weft
of Bligh. It had the name of Redford, from a

- ford over the river ldle, and is fometimes called

Eaft-Redford, from its fituation on the eaft bank
of that river, and to diftinguifh it from a village
fituated on the oppofite bank, which is called
Weft-Redford. It is a royal demefne ; and king
Edward I, granted the town in fee-farm to the
burgefles, with power to choofe two bailiffs for
its government; this town is joined to Wefi-
Redford by a ftone bridge over the Idle ; how-
ever there are two diftin& parithes, and Weft
Redford is only remarkable for its fine hofpital, -
founded by Sir John Darrel, doflor of phyfic,

n
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“in the year 1666, and is governed by a mafter
and ten brethren. The mafter’s falary is 151,
a year, and the ten brethren have each 10l.
befides 10s. for a load of coals every year, and
fix yards of cloth every other year. Twenty
nobles are allowed to a fteward, and fifteen fhil-
lings to a nurfe. There is a garden and or-
chard adjoining, divided into ten fhares, for-the
ten brethren, and alfo an allowance of about
10 l. a year, for the maintenance of a fcholar in
Exeter college, Oxford,

Tuis berough never fent members to parlia-
ment till 13 queen Elizabeth, except one return
which it made g Edward II.

CorroraTIoN, By a charter of g James I.
it is governed by a bailiffs and 12 aldermen.
The bailiffs are diftinguifhed by the titles of
fenior and junior; the former of whom is cho-
fen out of the aldermen, and the junior out of
fuch freemen as have been chamberlains, The
bailiffs and fteward for the time being are jul~
tices of the peace, and of the quorum within the

borough.
Riguzy
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RiGHT of ELEcTION—1701, 15th April. 1Is
as well in the burgeffes non-refidents, as in the
burgeffes refident within the faid borough,
Agreed to by the houfe.

1701, 17th March. The younger fons of free-
men of the borough of Eaft-Retford, have not a
right 10 demand their freedom of the faid
barough,

1702, 28th November. Perfons not inhahit-
ing the faid;borough, are incapable of being made
free of the fame by redemption. All the fons of
freemen have a right to the freedom of the faid
horough,

1705, 17th January. Isin fuch freemen only
‘as have a right to their freedom by birth, as
eldeft fons of freemen, or by ferving feven years
apprenticefhip, or have it by redemption, whe-
ther inhabiting or not inhabiting in the faid
borough, at the time of their being made free.

1710, 11th January. Isin fuch freemen only
as have a right to their freedom by birth, as eld-
¢ft fops of frcemen, or by ferving feven years

apprena
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apprenticefhip, or have it by redemption, inha-
biting in the faid borough at the time of their
being made free.

NUMBER OF VOTERS.—112.
REeTURNING OFFIcERS.—The two bailiffs,
PatroNn.—Duke of Newcaftle,

TOWN OF NEWARK,

PoriTicAL CHARACTER. A conteft has ex.
ifted here above a century, between thofe who
were taxed, and thofe who were not taxed, but
were of fufficient ability, and of courfe had a
right to be fo, as in the cafes of Leominfter and
Seaford, :

THE houfe of commons, in 1699, came to 3
refolution, that all who paid, or ought to pay
fcot and lot, had a right to vote at ele&ions of
members of parliament; but a contrary. one has
fince been pafled in 1791, which ftates the righe
to be in the mayor, aldermen, and inhabitants

paying {cot and lot, In this refolution, the words

¥ gught to pay,” are omitted. The inhabitants
wha

\
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. who were not rated, have appealed to this laft
decifion, and .their appeal is now before the
houfe.

Ir this Taft refolution fhould not be amended,
the choice of the members of parliament will, in-
a great meafure, depend upon the overfeers, who
will always be the creatures of the corporation,
and who will put no perfons in the paor rates,
but thofe who are friendly to their own party,
By thefe means a majority of the town, if inimi-
cal to their. parliamentary connettions, may be
deprived of their legal franchife.

Tue influence here is chiefly that of the duke
of Newcaftle and the duke of Rutland. The in-
tereft of the former arifes from the great number
of houfes which he has in this town; and that of
the latter from the eftates and principal manfion
which he has in its neighbourkoed. The leader
of the oppofition to thefe interefts is William
Dickenfon Raftal, Efq. who fupported William
‘Paxton, Efg. the petitioner to the houfe, the laft
year, againft the return of John Sutton Manners,
Efg. and William Crofbie, Efq. and was unfuc-
cefsful on account of thelaft refolution which we

ftated
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fated above. Several allions for bribery were
brought, the laft Lent affizes at Nottingham,
againft Mr. Raftal, but being unfupported by
fals, a verdi€t was given in his favour upon
each of them.

Tuis borough is the laft in England that re-
ceived the privilege of fending members to
parliament, by charter, granted April the a4th,
29 Charles 1I. '

Tue borough of Wenlock, in Shropthire, was
the firft that ever obtained the fame privilege by
fimilar authority, 2gth November, 1478, in the
feign' of Edward IV.

AncienT State. This town, which is feated
on the river Trent, a hundred and shirsy-eight .
miles north-weft of London, and fourteen miles
north-caft of Nottingham, derives its name from
a caftle, built in the reign of king Stephen, by
Alexander, bifhop of Lincoln, and called the
New Work, from which it is faid to have taken
its name.

Tuis caftle was befieged by the barons; but
the garrifon, by their fallies, ravaged and fpoiled
thofe .
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thofe of their pofleffions and lands which lay nea¢
it. Onthe acceffion of Henry III. to the throne,
the barons had obtained this caftle ; but Henry
caufed it to be reftored to the bifhop of Lincoln.
During the civil wars, it kept a ftrong garrifon
for king Charles I. till the laft, nor was it ever
taken till that unfortunate prince put himfelf in-
to the hands of the Scots army, which lay before
it, and ordered the governor to deliver it up,
after which it was demolithed ; a great part of the
walls are however ftill ftanding.

THE river Trent, about two miles fouth of the
town, divides into two branches, which form a
fmall ifland, by uniting about two miles north of
it. Newark is feated on the eaftern branch, and
has a bridge over each of them. The parifh
church is efteemed one of the fineft in England,
of the Gothic kind, all the windows of which
being finely painted. Here are alfo fcv.cxjal meet-
ing-houfes. The town was originally incorpo-
rated by king Edward VI. and was governed by
an alderman, and twelve affiftants. It is a hand-
fome, flourithing, well built town, with a market-
place fo fpacious, that lord Bellafyfe drew up ten
thoufand men in it, when he defended the town

for
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for king Charles 1. againft the Scots army,
Here is a free-fchool founded by Thomas Mag-
nus, and a charity—fchool for thirty-fix boys, fup-
ported by voluntary contribution.

Newark was formerly walled round; and
fome have thought that it was the Roman ftation
called Ad Pontem, in the itinerary of Antoninus;
but Horlley is of opinion, that that ftation muft
be fought for two or three miles fouth-weft of
this town, though he makes no doubt of its hav-
ing rifen out of the ruins of Ad Pontem on one
fide, and thofe of Crocolana onthe other. Some
Roman coins have been found in the town, and
Dr. Stukeley obferves, that North Gate is fome-
what like a Roman work.

By a charter of king Charles II. it was incor-
porated, and imprivileged to return members
to parliament, April 84th, anno regni 29, on ac-
count of its loyalty to his father, king Charles I.

Corrorarion. It is governed by a mayor,
twelve aldermen, and as many affiftants.

RiGuT
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Ricar or Evrcrion. ' 1676, 21ft March., By
virtue of a charter granted to the town of New-
ark upon Trent, in the county of Nottingham,
the town of Newark hath a right to fend burgefles
to parliament.

1699-1700, 11th January. The mayor, al-
dermen, and all the inhabitants within the bo-
rough of Newark upon Trent, who pay, or ought
to pay, fcot and lot within the faid borough,
have a right to vote at the elettion of members
to ferve in parliament for the faid borough.

1791, March 22d. The right of voting for

members to ferve in parliament for the borough
of Newark, is in the mayor, aldermen, and all
the inhabitants, paying fcot and lot within the
faid borough.
NUMBER OF VOTERS==700.
Rerurnmng orriceR—The mayer.
PaTrons—The duke of Rutland and duke of
Newcattle,
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OXFORDSHIRE.

Poriticar CHARACTER.

TH IS county is entirely under the influence.
of ariftocracy. The dukeof Marlborough always
returns one of the members, and the earl of
Abingdon, the earl of Macclesfield, lord vifcount
Wenman, Sir Henry Watkin Dathwood, and Sir
Grcgdry Page Turner, the other. The great
conteft, in the adminiftration of the duke of
Newcaftle, in 1754, between lord vifcount Par-
ker, now earl of Macclesfield, and Sir Edward
Turner, on the minifterial, and lord vifcount
Wenham, and Sir James Dafhwood, on the fide
of oppofition, firlt . brought the famous Mr.
Charles Jenkinfon, now lord Hawkefbury, into
political notice. Since that period the above no-
blemen: have fettled the members among them-
{elves,without appealing to the freeholders. The
above four candidates being returned members .
by the fheriff, inffead of two of. them, there
was no fitting member for the county. Any
member might have moved the houfe upon this,
Vor. I1. Bb the
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the very firft day of the feffion; and the fheriff
might have been ordered to attend, and give an
account of his proceeding ; however no notice

~was taken of it till Nov. 18, fo that the houfe
was not legally fuch, till the county of Oxferd
was reprefented, though it met on the 14th, and
did bufinefs. All the four candidates petitioned,

“viz. lord Parker, Sir Edward Turner, lord'
Wenham, and Sir James Dafhwood.

Tue friends of the two former moved, that
the matter of the petitions fhould be heard im-
mediately ; but thofe on the other fide infifled,

that the merits of the return ought to be firft .

heard and determined, which was certainly rea-
fonable. They therefore moved for the pre-
vious queftion, whether the queftion upon this
~ motion fhould now be put? Becaule, if the
previous queftion had been carried in the nega-
tive, they would have had an opportunity to
move for appointing a fhort day to confider of
the return, and ordering the high fheriff to attend.
But this the court party were againft, and car-
ried their point, that the matter of the petition
fhould be heard on the third of December fol-

Jowing. It was afterwards moved, by the op
I pofitipn,
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pofition, that-the high theriff, fhould attend on
the day of hearing; but this was carried in the
negative. It appeared that the fheriff had
given a very unfair advantage to the court
gentlemen, by allowing them to make their ob-
je@ions to all the voters through the whole
poll, before the oppofition gentlemen fhould
objeét to one individual ; of which it was impof-
fible to go through half before the end of the
month, when the writ was returnable. The lat-
ter therefore infifted, that they were fairly elec-
~ ted, becaufe they had an acknowleged majority,
which could not be fet afide, by fuch an unfi-
nithed fcrutiny, in which fcrutiny befides they
had not an equal chance. It was therefore in-
cumbent on the court gentlemen’s counfel to
endeavour to overthrow the majority claimed
by their antagonifts, It was carried, that the
oppolfition counfel fhould proceed to fhew the
general merits of their caufe. They did. fo,
and propofed to difqualify no lefs than 540
voters for the court gentlemen. Then witnefles
were examined for proving the partiality of the
fheriff, and for * proving lord Parker, and Sir
Edward Turner, and their agents, guilty of bri-
bery; for which purpofe they likewife produced

' Bba letters,
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letters, which they proveéd to be the hand-writing
of the' faid two gentlemen. Nine days were
fpent in proving voters on the court fide dif-
qualjfied. Lord Parker, and Sir Edward Tur-
ner anfwered . obje&ions againft the fheriff, and
endeavoured to clear themfelves of the accifa-
tion of bribery, which they retorted.upon their
antagonifts. They then {pent ten days morein en-
deavouringto clear their voters. After this they
propofed to fet afide 522 of the oppofite voters, in
which they fpent eleven days. Finally the
oppofition counfel fpent nine days in the reply.
Many feparate queftions were debated, * moft,
if not all of which, were determined, by a great
.majority, in favour of lord Parker and Sir Ed-
ward Turner, the court gentlemen."”

A mot1oN was made by the oppoﬁtion; that all
copyholders, holding by court roll, and not at
the will of the lord, have right of voting for
county members. This motion was made on
purpofe to have a negative put upon it; but
‘it was putafide by the previous queftion; when
Yord Parker and Sir Edward Turner were de-
clared duly ele@ed. ‘

AncieNT STATE. This is an inland county,
‘called by the Saxons, Oxenfordfcire, bounded

on
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on the north-eaft by Northamptonthire ; on the
north-weft by Warwickfhire; on the eaft by
Buckinghamthire; on the fouth by Berkfhire,
and on the weft by Gloucefterthire. ' '

Tuis county, in common with Gloucefter-
fhire, was, at the invafion of the Romans, inha-
bited by the Dobuhi; the Anealites alfo, a peo-
ple mentioned by Cefar, feem to have inhabited
thefe parts, and are generally thought to have
been feated at the fouth end of the county.
With regard to antiquities, few or none have
been found that are Britifh, except fome pieces
* of their money, particularly fome of Cunobelin,
faid to be king here at the time of the birth of
our Saviour. It is remarkable, that all thefe
Britifh pieces are concave on one fide, and con-
vex on the other, and that they areall of gold, or at.
leaft of a mixture of gold and filver. Ikenild-
ftreet, one of the four Roman principal ways in
England, enters Oxfordfhire out of Buckingham-
fhire, at a village called Chinnar, and running
fouth-weft, paffes the river Thames into Berk-
fhire at Goring, about half way between Reading
and Wallingford. The Akeman-ftreet, a Ro-

man confular way, thus called from Akemancef-
: ‘ter,
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ter, the ancient name of the city of Bath, to
" which itleads, enters this county from Bucking-
hamfhire, near Bicefter, and running fouth-weft
through Woodftock park, croffes the rivers
Charwell, Evenlode, and Windrufhv,‘and enters
. Gloucefterfhire to the fouth-weft of Burford.
There are alfo flill the remains of one of the
Roman vicinal ways, at prefent called Grimes-
Dyke, which enters this county from Berkfhire,
.near Wallingford, croffes the Thames, and run-
ning fouth-eaft croffes Ikenild-ftreet, and paffes
the Thames a fecond tim¢, near Henley in
Berkthire.- This road appears for the moft part
a high caufeway or bank, and in fome places di-
vides into two caufeways, with a deep trench be-
tween them. Roman coins and medals, feveral
pavements, urns, lachrymatories, and veflels for
pil, have been found in this county.

Tais county is divided into fourteen hun.
dreds: it lies in the province of Canterbury and
diocefe of Yorlg,l and contains two hundred and
eighty parifhes, one city, and twelve market
towns; namely, the city of Oxford, Bampton,
Burford, Banbury, Bicefter, Deddington, Chipping -
Norton, Iflgp, Thame, Henley upon Thames,
Woodftock, Whitney, and Watlington; and

' | fends
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fends nine members to parliament, viz. two .
knights of the fhire for the county, two citizens
for Oxford, two reprefentatives for that univer
fity, two burgefles for the baorough of Wood-
ftock, and one for Banbury.

OXFORD CITY.

Porrticar Cuaracter. The corporation
and freemen at large are almoft all under the
influence of the duke of Marlborough and the
earl of Abingdon, each of whom has a fuffi-
cient intereft to return one of the members.
This city is remarkable for an a& of bribery,
committed by almoft all the members of the
corporation. In 1767 Philip Ward, Efq. thea
mayor, in conjunction with Thomas Rebin-
fon and John Brown, the bailiffs of the faid city,
and feveral of the aldermen, wrote a Jetter to Sir
Thomas Stapleton, Bart. and the honourable Mr.
Lee, their members, ftating that they would elect
them again at the next general election for a
certain fum of money,, ftipulated in that letter,
and acquainting them, that unlefs they complied
with that condition, they certainly fhould .not
meet with their fupport, This letter was pro-

duced
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duced in the houfe of commons by the honour--
able members who received it, when, upon being
read, it was agreed, that the perfons concerned
in writing that letter thould be taken forthwith
into the cuftody of the ferjeant at arms. They
were accordingly taken and brought to the houfe
of commons, and were by them committed to
Newgate; but after a confinement of fome con-
fiderable time, upon their petitioning, and fetting
forth to the houfe their hearty forrow and fin-
cere contrition for their offence, they were dif-
charged, after being reprimanded on their knees,
by the fpcaker, in the following words ;

“ PurLrr Warp, John Treacher, Sir Thomas
Munday, Thomas Wife, John Nicholes, John
Philips, Ifaac Lawrence, Richard Ta'whcy, Tho-
mas Robinfon, and John Brown;

« THe offence, of which you have been guilty,
has juftly brought you under the fevere difplea-
fure of this houfe. A more enormous crime you
could not well commit, fince a dceper wound
could not have been given to the conttitution it-
felf, than by the open and dangerous attempt,
which you have made to fubvert the frecdom
and independence of this houfe. The freedom

. of



OXFORD CITY, 377

of this houfe is the freedom of this country,
which can continue no longer, than while the
voices: of the elettors are uninfluenced by any
bafe or venal motive. For if abilities and in-
tegrity are no recommendation to the elec-
tors, if thofe who bid higheft for their voices are
to obtain them ‘from “fuch deteftable confidera~
tions, this houfe will not be the reprcfcntativci
of the people of Great Britain. Inftead of be-
ing the guardians and protetors of their libere
ties, inftead of redrefling the grievances of the
fubjed, this houfe itfelf will be the author of the
worft of grievances; it will become tl_u: venal
inftrument of power to reduce this happy na-
tion, the envy and admiration of the world,
to the loweft ftate of mifery and fervitude,
This is the abject condition to which you have
attempted to bring your fellow citizens,

“ ManY circumftances concur to aggravate youg
offence. The place of your refidence was a fin-
gular advantage. You had at all times the exam-
i)le of one of the moft learned and refpectable
bodies in Europe before your eyes. Their cone
du& in every inftance, vbut efpecially in the
choice of their reprefentatives in parliament, was
well worthy your imitation.

“ Your




378 OXFORD CITY.

« You are magiftrates of a great city. In fucha
flation, it was a duty peculiarly incumbent on
you-to watch over the morals of your fellow-ci-
tizenss to keep yourfelves pure from venality ;
and to prevent, by your influence, thofe under
your government from being tainted by this
growing and peftilential vice. How have you
abufed this truft ? You yourfelves have fet the
infamous example of proftitution in the moft
public and daring manner: furely you mauft
have felt fome remorfe from the generous dif-
" dain with which your corrupt offer was rejefted
by your reprefentatives. They thought, and juftly
thought, that a feat in this houfe, obtained by a
free and independent choice of their conftituents,
was the higheft honour to which a fubjeét can af~
pire; and that difcharging their duty, as fuch
reprefentatives, was the nobleft of fervices.
Sorry I am to fay, that thefe confiderations da
not appear to have had theleaft weight with you.
However, you have at laft acknowledged your
guilt, and, by your petition yefterday, you feem
confcious of the enormity of your offence,
This houfe, in' the terror of its judgments, al-
ways thinks upon mercy ; nor do they ever infli€t
punifhment but for the fake of example, and ta

prevent
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prevent others from becoming the objels of
their refentment,

“ Tue cenfure paffed uponyou, will, they hope,
have that effe®. You are now the object of their
mercy, and are brought to the bar to be difs
charged, .\

“ MAY you be penetrated with a due fenfe of
their juftice and lenity '—May you atone for

.your .paft offence, by a conftant endeavour to

make a right ufe of the invaluable privileges
which you enjoy as elefors I—Confider thefe
privileges as a facred truft repofed in you. Dif-
charge it with integrity. But before you rife
from your prefent pofture, I do, in obedience of
the commands of this houfe, Reprimand you.

“ ] AM now to acquaint you, that you are difs
charged, paying your fees,”

Axcient State. This city, which is moft
delightfully fituated on the banks of the Thames,
atthe diftance of fifty-five miles from London,
vies with every other place in England for anti-
Quity ; the fabulous hiftory placing its origina

’ thoufand
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thoufand years before the time of our Saviour;
and afcribing its foundation to Memprick, king of
the Britons, from whom it is faid to have been
called Caer-Memprick, or the city of Mem—
prick, a name faid to have been afterwards chan-
ged to Caer-Boffa, the city of Boffa, and again
to Rhid-Ychen, a name of the fame meaning
with Oxen-ford, the Saxon appellation, from
which its prefent name is fuppofed to be derived.
‘This city is alfo faid to have been called at dif-
ferent times Bellofitum and Beaumont, in allufion
to the beauty of its fituation: we are alfo told,
that, being deftroyed by the Saxons, in their
firt attempt -upon this country, Vortigern, the
Britith king, reftored it to its former grandeur,
whence it was called Caer-Vortigern, '

IT however appears to have been a place of
no great confideration, till king Alfred re-
founded an univerfity here, in the year 886.
That wife prince is generally confidered as the
founder of the univerfity, though he was only
the reftorer of learning at this place. At hisac~
ceffion, all kinds of literature had fuffered fo
much by the wars with which England had been
laid wafte, that very few could read Englifh, and

1 fcarce
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{carce a fingle prieft in the kingdom underftood
Latin. To remedy which inconvenience, he or-
dered pope Gregory the Firft’s paftoral, contain-
ing the duty of paftors, to be tranflated into En-
glith, and having fent a copy of it to every bi-
fhop in his dominions, affembled feveral men of
literature,among whom were Grymbald,and John
the monk, who were diftinguifhed for their piety
and learning, whom he fettled at Oxford in the
year 886. That city having been before a femina-
ry of learning, Grymbald, and the learned men
. whoaccompanied himhither, were'oppofed by the
old fcholars, on their prefcribing new ftatutes,
inftitutes, and inftrutions to the ftudents, who
upon this pleaded, that letters had long flourifh,
ed there, and that there being then but few ftu-
dents, was owing to their having been expelled
in great numbers, by the tyranny of pagans and
infidels. They likewife maintained, that"they
‘were ready to prove, by the teftimony of their
annals, that good rules and orders had long fub-
fited for the government of the place; rules
prefcribed by Gildas, Melkin, Nennius, Kenti-
gern, and other perfons of great learning and
piety, who had profecuted their ftudies at that

fear
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feat of learning, and foriéd and improved the
conftitution of its univerfity.

- During Grymbald's ftay at Oxford, he and
St. Neot were regents and readers of divinity ;
Affer, a monk of extraordinary parts and know-
ledge, taught grammar and rhetoric. John, 2
monk and colleague of Grimbald, taught geome-
try and aftronomy; and John, a monk of St.
David’s, logic, mufic, and arithmetic. = The
above animofities had fubfifted during three years,
when they were carried on with fuch violence,
. that upon Grimbald's complaint to the king, he
¢ame in perfon to Oxford, where he wasat great
pains in hearing both parties, and endeavouring
10 accommodate their differences: at length,
baving exhorted them to live in friendfhip, he
left them, in hopes they would comply; but
the ftudents continuing their foppofition, Grim-
bald retired to the ‘monaftery at Winchefter,
which had been lately founded by Alfred.

Trat excelient prinice is faid to have built
three halls, all fubje€ to one head, called by the
names of Great Univerfity~hall, Little Univer~

4 fity-
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fity-hall, and Lefs Univerfity-hall, in which he
placed twenty-fix fludents in divinity, to whom
he gave annual ftipends. Others are, howevet,of
opinion, that Alfred founded only one hall, under
a threée-fold diftintion, from the fciences taught
init. Such is, however, the foundation of what
is now called Univerfity~college, which is allow-
ed to be the moft ancient in Oxford. Yet fome
have maintained, that this college had fcholars
long before the reign of Alfred, and that St..
John de Beverley, who died in the year 721, re-
ceived his education there ; theyalfo fuppofe, that
Alfred only built the houfe, to which he gave the
name of Great Univerfity-hall, and provided the
ftudents with exhibitions.

In the reign of king Ethelred, the city, toge-
ther with this college, were facked and burnt
by the Danes, in the year 1002, and were
fcarcely rebuilt, when king Harold, in 1036, bein g
highly incenfed againft this place, for the mur-
der of fome of his friends in a tumult, banithed
the fcholars; but, by an edi& of Edward the
Confeflor, the fcholars were reftored to their an-
cient habitations and penfions. ’

WiLLiam
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Wireiam the Conqueror, being defirous of
“abolifhing the Englith tongue, and unwilling to
have the doltrines of the church any longer
preached in it, was warmly oppofed by the cler-
gy and fcholars; on which he ftopped the fti-
pends granted them by king Alfred, and reduced
them to live on charitable contributions. The
inhabitants then joining in a rebellion, William
befieged the city, took it, and gave it up to be
plundered, in revenge for fome affront one of
the inhabitants offered him from the walls.
‘That prince is alfo fuppofed to have furrounded
the city with new walls, of which the North-
gate, and fome fcattered fragments, are ftill re-
maining.

In the reign of king John, the magiftrates of
Qxford having, without trial, hanged up three
priefts or fcholars belonging to the Univerfity, for
a murder, of which they were fuppofed to be in-
nocent, the ftudents retired from Oxford, to
Reading, Salifbury, Maidftone, Cambridge, and
d;hcr places ; by which means the town became
fo impoverifhed, that it fent deputies to the pope’s
legate at Weftminfter, who begged pardon upon
their knees, and fubmitted to do public penance ;

upon
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upon, which the fcholars, after four or five years
abfence, returned. o

AT what time Oxford was firft dignified with
the dtle of an Univerfity, is uncertain ; but in the
year 1256, in an addrefs from the - univerfity, to
the king, it is exprefsly called an Univerfity, and
the fecond fchool of the church, after the univer-
fity of Paris: and before this time, the popes, in
their decretals, allowed the title of an univerfity
tonone but thofe of Paris, Oxford, Bononia, and
Salamanca.

AsouT the year 1318, we find thé Hebrew
tongue began to be ftudied in this univerfity,
awhere it was taught by a Jewithconvert, towards
whofe falary every clerk in Oxford contributed
one penny out of every mark of his ecclefiaftical
revenue,

Tuis city fent ab origine members to parlia-
ment, and in the reign of Hen. IIL. was govern-
ed by a mayor.

THE cit}; of Oxford gives the title of earl to
the family of Harley.
Vor. Il Cc Tue
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- CORPORATION.—Confifts of a mayor, recorder
four aldermen, eight affiftants, two bailiffy, and
twenty-four common council-men. The mayor
for the tiri¢ being offi¢iates at the coronation of
éur Kings in the buttery, and has a largé gilt bowl
and cover for his fee. ‘The magiftracy of the
¢ity is fubje@ to- the chancellor and vice-chan-
cellor of the univerfity, in all affairs of moment,
&ven ih thofe relating to the city; and every year
the vi¢e-chancellor adminifters an cath to the ma«
giftrates and fheriffs, that they will maintain the
privileges of the univerfity : befides, on the 1oth
of February, the mayor, and fixty-two of the
chief titizens, in a folemn manner, pay eachone
penny at St. Mary’s church, ia lieu of a great
fine laid upon the city, in the reign of king Ed-
ward Ifl. when fixty-two -of the fludentd were
mutrdeéred by the citizens.

RiGHT oF ELECTION.—1621, 19 Feb. " Stated,
that the right was in the mayor, fifteen more,
‘called ‘theé magiltrates, and common-council,
‘making in all forty-eight, together with the free-
men of the faid city. .

NuMBER oF voTerRs—About 1000.

* - ReTORNING 6FFIcERS—The mayor and bailiffs.

PaTrons—Duke of Marlborough and earl of
"Abingdona

' OXFORD
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'OXFORD UNIVERSITY.

PoriticarCraracTer. The political' princie
ples of the members of this univerfity are, with a
few exceptions, thofe of toryifm. They have al-
ways affifted and given fhelter to royalty, when-
ever it wasdiftreflcd by the parliament or people.
Solittle are they, however, tobeinfluenced in the
choice of their reprefentatives, that they do not
fuffer any canvas to be made, nor either of the
candidates to be, at the time of ele&ion, within
ten miles of the jurifdi€tion of the univerfity.
Their reprefentatives are men poflefling the
fame fentiments _réfpc&ing civil and religious
government that they themfelves do, fo that in
all probability, their prefent members will be
continued in the fame honourable fituation, as
long as they are able to perform the duties an-

nexed to it.

ANcIENT State.  This univerfity is one of
the nobleft in the world, both with refpe& to
the opulence of its endowments, and the magni-
ficence of its buildings, as well as the convenience

Ccs of
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of its manfions for ftudy. It confifts of twenty
colleges and five halls, ‘and is a corporation go-
verned by a chancellor, a high-fteward, a vice-
chancellor, two pro&ors, a public orator, a
keeper of the archives, a regifter, three ef-
quire beadles carrying, filver maces wrought
and gilt, three yeomen beadles with.plain filver
maces, and a verger with a filver rod. The
chancellor is ufually one of the nobility, and is
the fupreme governor of the univerfity. He is
chofen by the ftudents in convocation, and con-
tinues in his office for life.. The high fteward
is nomjnated by the chancellor, but muft be
approved by the univerfity. His office, which
alfo continues for life, is to affift the chancellor
in the government of the univerfity, and to hear
and determine capital caufes, according to the
laws of the land, and the privileges of the uni-
verﬁty. The vice-chancellor, who is always in
orders, and the head of fome college, is likewife
appointed by the chancellor, and approved by
the univerfity. As he. is the chancellor’s de-
puty, he governs the univerfity according to its
ftatutes, and choofes four pro-vice-chancellors
out of the heads of colleges, to officiate in his
abfence. The two proftors are mafters of arts,
chofen annually in turn, out of the feveral col-

leges
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leges and halls; and their bufinefs is to keep the
peace, to punifh diforders, infpect weights and
meafures, appoint f{cholaftic exercifes, and the
taking of degrees. The public orator writes
letters in the name of the univerfity, and
harangues princes and other great perfonages
who vifitit. The keeper of the archives has
the cuftody of the charters and records; and
the regifter records all the public tranfaltions
of the univerfity in convocatioa.

Tax officers, fellows, and fcholars, maintained
by the revenues of the univerfity, amount to
~about a thoufand, and the number of fuch fcho-
lars as live at their own expence, is ufually about
two thoufand, the whole amounting to three
thoufand perfons ; befides a great number of in-
ferior officers and fervants belonging to the fe-
veral colleges and halls, which have each their
ftatutes and rules of government, under their
refpe@ive heads, fellows, and tutars,

I this univerfity are annually held four terms
for public exercifes, le@ures and difputations;
and fet days and hours when the profeflors of

every faculty read their leGtures; and in fome of
the
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“the colleges are public leGures, to which all pers.
foas are admiteed. - ' )

Ta1s place wasfirft imprivileged to {end mem-
bers to parliament, by king James I. by diploma,
dated March 12th, anno 1603.

’

RiGHT or EchrIou.—;-In the do®ors and
aBtual mafters of the univerfity.

NuMBER or voTERS=About 6c0.
ReTurNING oFrFicErRs——The vice-chancellor
and heads of colleges.

WOODSTOCK.

Porrricar Cuaracrer. This borough, which
is adjoining to the wall of Blenheim park, is
wholly under the patronage of the duke of
Marlborough. There having been no oppofi-
tion to fo potent an intereft, the right of voting
has never come under the adjudication of a
committee of the houfe of commons, but it is ad-
mitted to be in a mayor, four aldermen, fixteen
‘burgefles, and the freemen at large.

Axcipny StaTe. Woodltock is fo called from
the Saxon, Wudefloc, which fignifics a woody
~ ' place,
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place. It has bean a roysl feat, and kere king
Alfredtranflated Boetius de Confolatione Phi+
lofophiz.  In the Wime of king Kthelred it was
fo confiderable a place, that he callad a parlia-
ment here.  After the conqueft, Henry I, took
great delight in the palace af this town, made
fome additions to the buildings, and inclefed
the perk with a flone wall .In this palagg Hen. 11..
refided, when Rice, prince of Wales, came in
the year 1163, to do homage te that king apd:
his fan. But what renders this- place maft far
mous, is a labyrinth built by that prince, called
Rofamend's Bower, with 3 houle in it, to feerete
his concubine Rofamond Clifferd, from Elsanoy
his queen s but there are now ng traces, cithar
of the palace or hawer. In this palace the prin-
cefs Elizabeth, afterwards queen, was for foms.
time kept prifoncr,

Tuer hopour and manor of the town and hun."
dred of Woodftock were, in the reign of the late
queen Anne, fettled by parliament upon John
Churchill, duke of Marlbarough, vho command-
ed the army of the grand alliance, formed by:
Great Britain, Holland, Portugal, and other paw-
¢rs, againft France and Spain, and upon his de-

" fesndapts
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fcendants male and female, as a monument of
national gratitude for his bravery and condull.
A palace was alfo erefied for him at the public
expence, in a very delightful fituation, about
half a mile diftant from Woodftock, which, to
commemorate the important viftory he obtained
over the French and Bavarians at Blenheim, was
called Blenheim houfe. It was built by Sir
John Vanbrugh, and though a heavy.building, like
the reft of that aichite&’s performances, muft be
acknowledged to be a magnificent ftruéture, .

te

Tr1s barough having fent to parliament, anno
g%-and 33 Edward 1. ceafed fending till the firft
of queen Mary, when it having returned to her’
three firft parligments, again intermitted fending
tilt 13 Elizabeth, ' L

AN

Corroration—Confiftsof a lord high fteward,
recorder, town.clerk, five aldermen, one of whom
is always mayor, and feventeen comman-council-
n‘;gn. TN 3

-'Riont or Erscrion—In the corporation and
frecrhen..- '
" NdMsER or vorers—Lefs than goo.

ReTvanine OFriceR—The mayor, Co

" ParroN—Duke of Marlborough.
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BANBURY.,

Porrricar Cuaracrer.  This barough, in
common with Abingdon and Higham Ferrers,
which were alfo incorporated by queen Mary,
Bewdley, which was incorporated by James L.
and Monmouth which was imprivileged to fend
members in the reign of Henry VIII. have only
the ele&lion of ope member each. The right
of voting in this populous town is confined,by a

refolution of the houfe of commons, to a mayor,
fix aldermen, and twelve burgeffes, who, like all

other corporations, are under the influence and
direftion of an individual,

Tue number of inhabitant houfekeepers in
this town, who, like Bath, Winchefter, Salifbury,
Andover, Poole, &c. have only a nominal re-
prefentation, are at leaft fix hundred.

ANGIENT STATE, Banbury, which is feated
on the river Cherwell, is a very ancient town,
and was, foon after the conqueft, firengthened

with
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with a caftle, which was built by Alexander, then,
bifhop of Lincoln.

I the civil wars a garrifon was placed here, or
rather in the caftle, by the parliament. It was
géing to be befieged by the king, when hearing
that the earl of Effex was at Keynton, near Edge-
hill, he refolved to go and attack him. The
battle was fought the next day ; but though the
viory was doubtful, the king (oon after took
Banbury caftle, in which were eight hundred
foot, and a troop of horfe, half of whom took
arms. under his banner, and  from lhcnce he
marched to Oxford, o

Corroration. This borough was firft incor.
porated in the firft year of queen Mary, and then
imprivilegcd to return one member to parlia-
ment; by which charter it was governed bya
bailiff, twélve aldermen, and twelve Burgeﬂ'es,
In the reign ef king James I. it was made a
mayor town, with twelve aldermen and fix ca:tpi-,-
tal burgefles; and it had a new charter from
king George L. in the year 1718, by which it is
now governed by a mayor, high'ﬁc,ward, e

corder,
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corder, fix capital burgefles, twelve afiftants, a
town-clerk, and a ferjeant at maoce.

Rigur or Evrcrion—In the mayor, alders
wmen and capital burgeffes only.

NuMsER OF VOTERS—1g.
RerurNing Orricer—The mayor,
- PaTrON—Earl of Guildford.

RUTLAND COUNTY.
Poriticar CHARACTER.

THIS is the only county in England w‘ich
has no reprefentatives, except the two knights
of the fhire; and, confequently, the inhabi-
tant houfekeepers, like thofe of the city of
Ely, and the apulent and’ populous towns of
Manchcﬂér, Sheffield, Birmingham, Leeds,
Woolverhampten, Halifax, &c. are withont
any reprefentation. Ninety-nine parts out of
@ bundred of the empire of Great Britain are in

a fimilar
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a fimilar fituation ; but the obfervation ‘applies
with peculiar force, when thefe places prefent

themfelves to our view, and are compared with

Caftle Rifing, or Gatton, which have only two
houfes each, or with Old Sarum, which has not

a houfe remaining, or with the nominal repre--
fentation of thofe cities and towns, where the

right of cleftion is confined to a corporation of
nineteen, twenty-four, or thirty, as is the cafe at

Banbury, Andover, and Bath,

To complete the deformity of this fhadow of
reprefentation, the influence in this county is,
like moft 'oihers, in a few individuals, the earl of
Exeter, earl of Cardigan, earl of Winchelfea,
and carl of Gainfborough.

&vcnT StaTE, This county derives its name
from the ancient Saxon name Roteland, the ety~
mology of which is entirely unknown. Some
have derived it from Roet, or Rud, which figni-
fies red, becaufe, in many parts of the county, '
the land is of a red colour. But others objeét
to this reafon, and alledge, that there is only one
part of the county, which is about Glaifton, that
bas a ruddy'foil ; befides, moft of the counties

in
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in England ‘have foil of the fame tolour; and
therefore thefe would have it to be derived from
the word Rotundalandia, from its circular figure;
but its form was not round when this name, of
which Rutland is fuppofed to be a contratlion;
was given to it; befides, it is not probable that
the Saxons would give a Latin name to an Eng-
lith county. ' '

RuTtLanDsHIRE is the leaft of all the counties’
in England, it extending not quite fifteen miles
in length, and fcarcely thirteen in breadth, and
is but forty miles in circumference. .Okeham,
the county town, which is feated near the middle

of the county, is ninety-fix miles north north-
weft of London. A

In the time of the Romans this county was a
part of the diftriét inhabited by the Coritani 3
but under the Saxons it was a part of the king-
dom of Mercia. The moft ancient account we
have of this county isin the reign of Edward the
Confeflor, who, by his laft will, bequeathed it to
Egith, on condition, that after her death it fhould
“belong to the monaftery of St. Peter’s at Weft-
minfter, which it accordingly did ; but William

the
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the Conqueror feized it, and allowed the' monafs
tery little more than the tythes, dividing the
lands between his kinfmen and followers, except
what he kept to himfelf. This county has given
the title of earl ever fince the reign of Rich. II.
The firt earl of Rutland was Edward, the
eldeft fon of Edmund Langley, the fifth fon of
Edward the Third ; but the firft earl of the pre-
fent family of the Manners, was created earl of
Rutland by Henry VIII. In the reign of queen
Anne, John Manners, then earl of Rutland, re-
ceived from that princefs the title of marquis of
Granby and duke of Rutland, which his fuccef~

fors &ill enjoy.

This county is divided into five hundreds, but
has no city, and contains only two market towns,
namely, Okeham and Uppingham. It isin the
province of Canterbury, and diocefe of Peterbo-
rough, and containsforty-eight parifhes, but fends
only two members to parliament, who are the
kaights of the fhire.

SALOP
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' SALOP COUNTY.

' POLITICA-L CHARACTER.

THIS county is not under any influence, which
may be imputed, in fome degree, to the fmall
number of nébility who refide here. There are
many gentlemen of comfortable fortunes, who
refide here, and, like their anceftors of old, pof-
fefs independent {pirits, and bave not as j'et.
dearnt to bow their neck to a yoke fabricated by
dclbouc power.

.....

.tl']cnf ;nemxes with the odious epuhet of the
proud Salopians ; but if the definition of that pride
be independence, in its fullek and completelt
fenfe, out wifh is that all our fellow-citizens were
ia poffeffion of it; ariftocratic oppreflion would

then ceafe, and cheerfulnefs and plenty would
-fuceeed ia its room.

ANCIENT STATE. The county of Salop takes
ity name from Scrobbefbyrig, the Saxon name
3 of
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of Shrewfbury, the county town, which is genea
rally derived from the brufh-wood and fhrubs
with which the ground was covered before the
town was built. Itis alfo called Salop, or the
county of Salop, from the name by which the
town of Shrewfbury was afterwards called by the
Normans. This county is bsunded on the eaft
by Staffordthire; on the fouth by Worcefterfhire,
Herefordthire, and a fmall pim! of Radnorthire ;
on the weft by Montgomeryfhire and Denbigh-
thire; and on the north by part of Flintthire and
Chethire; it is reckoned one of the largeft in—
land counties in England, extending upwards
of forty miles in length from north to fouth, and
thirty-five in breadth from eaft to weft, and
upwards of a hundred and fixty miles in circum-
ference. Shrewfbury, which is neariy in- the
‘centre of the county, ‘is one hundred and fifey-
feven miles north-weft of London.

Tuar divifion of Shropfhire, which extends
north of the Severn, is allowed to be part of the
country, which, in the time of the Romans, was
inhabited by the Cornavii; but that part on the
fouth of the Severn belonged to the Ordovices, a
people who inhabited the greateft part of Wales;

© but
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but under the Saxons this couaty was a diftri&t
of the kingdom of Mercia. The famous Roman
military way, called Watling-ftreet, enters Shrop-
thire from Staffordfhire, at Boningale, a village
on the borders of the county, to the north-eaft of
Bridgenorth, and paffes from that village north-
weft to Wallington, and from thence fouth-weft
through Wroxeter; where crofling the Severn at
Wroxeter-ford, it runs fé@uthward through the
county into Herefordthire. This road is very
entire in the neighbourhood of Wroxeter, where
being ftraight, and raifed a confiderable height
above the level of the foil, it may be feen from

thence ten or fiftcen miles both to the fouth and
north. -

THERE is nothing very remarkable relating to
the tranfa&ions of the Romans in this county, ex-
cept the battle fought between Oftorius, the Ro-
man general, and the brave Britith king, named
Caractacus. Every thing was in confufion in
Britain, when Oftorius, being fent hitherin the
room of Plautius, endeavoured to render himfelf
-formidable by his vigilance and a&ivity; accord-
ingly, with fuch forces as were next at hand, he
routed fome fcattered parties that were placed as

You. II. Dd garrifons
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garrifons upon the Avon and Severn.  He aftet-
wards advanced againft the Cangians, laying wafte
the country with little or no oppofition, as far
as the Irith fea. The Iceni and Brigantes, endea
vouring to ftop his progrefs, were foon defeated ;
however the Silures, under their prince Carac.
tacus, made a greater ftand ; and, that he might
encounter the Romans with advantage, removed
the feat of war into the country of the Ordovices,
now North-Wales, where he was immediately
joined by thofe, who being infpired with the love
of liberty, could not bear the thought of fubmit-
ting to the Roman yoke. He encamped his
army on the top of an almoft inacceffible hill,
which Camden fuppofes to be that now called
Cacradoc ; and where there was a poffibility of
climbing up to it, he raifed heaps of ftones, in the
manner of a rampart ; and at the bottom was &
river, which the Romarns were obliged to pafs
before they could attack him; for which reafon,
he placed fome of his beft troops to oppefe their
paffage. Notwithftanding this, Oftorius ordered
his men to pafs the river, and begin the attack.
The Britons annoyed them with fhowers of ar—
rows, darts, and ftones, by which many of the
Romans were flain, and much greater numbers.

wounded;
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wounded ; but at length paffing the river, they
came to a clofe engagement, threw down the
weak fortifications that had been raifed againft
them, and defeated the Britons with great
flaughter.  The wife and daughter of CaraGacus
were taken prifoners; but he himfelf efcaped to
the queen of the Brigantes, who, contrary to her
promife, delivered him up to the Romans; when
he, with his wife and daughter, were carried in
triumph to Rome; where, being brought before
the emperor Claudius, he made fo bold and ani-
mated a fpeech, that the emperor, admiring his
courage, fet him, as well as his wife and daughter,
at liberty. '

UnDER the Saxons, when this county conftitu- .

ted a part of the kingdom of Mercia, we do not
find any thing remarkable relating to it, except
that Edwy, the laft earl of Mercia, had large pof-
feffions there; but the Norman conqueft made
prodigious alterations ; foy the Conqueror grati-
fied his followers with large eftates; and we find
that Roger de Montgomery, who was created earl
of Arundel and Shrewfbury, poflefled the greateft
part of the county.

Dds $HROP-

\]
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SHROPSHIRE, being a frontier between England
and Wales, was better fortified than any other
county in England, having no lefs than thirty-two
caftles, befides fortified towns. The extremity
of Shropfhire towards Wales, from its being the
limits of both countries, was called the Marches
of Wales, and governed by fome of the nobility

- of this county, who were ftyled Lords of the
Marches. Thefe lords, within their feveral jurif-
dictions, a&ed with & kind of palatinate autho-
rity, which nearly refembled fovereign power;
but it being generally exercifed with great info-
lence over the inhabitants, its was, after the re-
ducion of Wales, gradually abolithed.

Tuts county is feated in the province of Can-
terbury ; that part of it which lies fouth of the
Severn, is under the jurifdiction of the bifhop of
Hereford ; that which lies north, is under the
bithop of Coventry and Litchfield; except Of-
weftry, and a few other places, which are under
the bifthoprick of St. Afaph: the archdeacon of
Shrewfbury is archdeacon for the three diocefes.

It is divided into fifteen hundreds, containing
one hwndred and feventy parifhes, and fifteen,
market
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market towns: it fends twelve members to parlia.
ment, two knights of the fhire for the county,
and two burgefles for each of the following towns;
viz. Shrewfbury, Bridgenorth, Bithop's Catftle,
Wenlock, and Ludlow,

SHREWSBURY,

PoriticaL CuaracTER. The right of elec-
tion in thjs town was anciently popular and free;
{o late as the year 1709, we find by the jourals of
the houfe of commons, the franchife extended
not only to the burgeffes -inhabiting within the
town, paying fcot and lot, but alfo to thofe inha.
biting fix other parithes, and forty—fix vills in its

. fuburbs and neighbourhood. Thefe were how-
ever disfranchifed by a fubfequent refolution of
the houfe, on the gth of April 1723, and the
right was limited to the burgefles inhabiting the
precinét of the borough only,

THe corporation afterwards attempted to
confine this right ftill further, as will appear by
the following cafe, on the petition of certain elec-
tors in the intereft of William Pulteney, Efq.

tried
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tried by a committee of the houfe of commons,
on the 7th of March 1775.

Tue queftion was, whether a clafs of men
coming under the two following defcriptions,
who had been refufed their admiffion to their
freedom by the mayor, were entitled to vote at
that election?

1ft, All perfons of the age of one-and-twenty,
and who have ferved a feven years apprentice.
fhip to one of the trades, which form fourteen
ancient companies by prefcription or incorpora-
tion in this borough, have a right to demand,
and be admitted to, their freedom, on paying five
pounds and all the ufual fees,

ad, All perfons born within the borough, are,
at the age of onc-and-twenty, entitled in like
manner ta demand, and be admitted to, their

freedom, on payment of five pounds and the
wlual fees, ‘

Tuz fa€t, that the rejected voters came
under the defcription of one or other of thofe
two cuftoms, was not difputed,

I



SHREWSBURY. 407

It was proved, that more than a year before
the eleion, they had tendered the fees to the
perfons whofe province it is, by the law of the
place, to admit freemen; that they had claimed
to be admitted, and were refufed. It was like-
wife proved, that they had tendered their votesat
the election.  But the two cuftoms were called
in queftion,

In 1971, one Baxter, claiming his freedom
under thofe cuftoms, had brought a manda-
mus in. the court of King’s Bench, on the
trial of that caufe; the corporation contended,
that the two cuftoms, which the plaintiff alledged
to be immemorial, werc only introduced by a
bye-law of 1642, which bye-law was repealed
in 1733. The plaintiff maintained, that the bye-
law was only declaratory of the ancient cuftom,
which could not therefore be affeted by the re-
peal of fuch a bye-law, The jury found for the
plaintiff, .

BaxTzg, in confequence of the judgment in
his favour, fued out a peremptory mandamus,
and was admitted to his freedom. But the cor-
poration, after that decifion, ftil! refufed to ad-

mit
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foit the other perfons who claimed under the
fame cuftoms.

In the cafe of Baxter they had moved for a
new trial, which was refufed; bat a fecond man-
damus being obtained againit them, they moved
that this new caufe might be tried at the bar ; this
was granted by the court; and, on that occafion,
the judge who tried the firft, faid, he thought,

that on the trial it had not been properly under-
ftood. '

Tuis fecond mandamus was depending, in the
‘court of King’s Bench, at the time of elefion.
It was tried in Michaclmas term 19 November,
1774, and determined in like manner as the for-
mer ; and there was no application for a néw
trial.

O~ this ftate of fas, the counfel for the
fitting member infifted, that the right of the
controverted votes were ftill open to the dif<
cuffion of the committee; that the two manda-
mafes were only conclufive amongft she parties,
and that, on the trial of new mandamufes, the
two former verdicts, although they might have

great
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great weight as evidence, would not conchide
the jury. They fuggefted, that fince the iaft
trial, and after the four days had elapfed, which
the court allows for moving for a new trial, they.
had difcovered freth evidence,” which, if'laid be<
fore the committee, would overturn the cuf-
toms. 4

Tue counfel for the petitioners contended, on
the contrary, that under circumftances like thofe
of the prefent cafe, two verdils, free from al}
fufpicion of collufion, (the two mayors againft
whom both the verdi€ls had been found, having
continued to be ‘warm partizans of the fitting
members at the eleion, unimpeached and not
difapproved of by the judge,) would be conclu-
five evidence as #0 the cufloms, even in a court of
law, becaufe the parties to be bound by them on
a new mandamus would be ‘the fame; wiz.
the corperation of Shrewibury; that on two
fuch wverdicls, a court of equity would make a
decree to eftablifh a cuftomi, and would not
grant a third trial; but that if this were other-
wife, a cammittee of the. houfe .of commons
would never fuffer two folemn verdicts, and
confequent judgments of the only court com-

pegent
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petent to fuch caufes, to be called in queftion be-
fore them. They faid, that even in the Mid-
dlefex cafe, nobody had ever attempted to im-
peach the verdi&, finding Mr. Wilkes guilty of
the libel,

s

THe counfel for the fitting members cited fe-
veral cafes, where courts of law had granted new
trials after two concordant verdits, and others,
where courts of equity had done the fame. But
they were all fhewn to be cafes where the judge,
who tried the caufe, fignified his difapprobation
of the verdi¢t; and befides' it was faid, that a
verdi&t before judgment, once fet afide, is con~
fidered as ifiit never had exifted,

O~ the other fide, the cafes of the duke of
Beaufort, and of Manchefter Mills, were cited
among others. The latter came on in the duchy
court before lord Kinnoul, affifted by lord Mans-
field, who faid on that occafion, that a verdict
in the time of Charles I. (which was produced
in the caufe) was conclufive evidence of the cuf-
tom. After this point had been argued, and the
counfel direted to withdraw, the committee,
after a fhort deliberation,

Resorvep,
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_- ResoLvED, not to admit any evidence to im-
peach the two verdicts, but to confides them as
conclufive evidence of the cuftoms.

The. fitting members’ counfel then endea-
voured to prove,

THAT the rejected voters had not applied in
the proper manner, and according to the efta-
blifhed ufage, to be admitted to thejr freedom.

Bur it came out, from the evidence, that the
mode of their application was regular.

Tuzy then contended, That, as the title of
thofe men to their freedom was in fufpenfe, and
under litigation in Weftminfter-hall, when their
votes were rejected, they could not be of any
avail as to this clection; for that in inftances
where the votes of men, who had applied for
their freedom and were refufed, and have been
allowed, on proving their titles, the cafe had
been always fuch as to fatisfy the committee, or
the houfe, that there was no Jjuft ground for re-
fufing them, and that it was dope by concert
with 3 candidate, and in order to affet the elec-
‘tjon,

Tus
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~ Tue committec however, on the fame day,
{Wednefday the 8th of March) informed the
houfe, by their chairman, that- they had deter-
mined, that William Pulteney, Efq. was duly
cle@ed, and ought to have been returned.

ANcIENT STaTE.  Shrewfbury, or Shrowfbury,
receives its namc from the ancient Saxon
Scrobbes-Byrig, which fignifies the town en-
compaffed with fhrubs, and was "thus called,
from the hill upon which it ftands being covered
with fmall trees or fhrubs; and is fill called, in
the ancient Britith tongue, Penguerne, which
fignifies a brow of alders. This towa is
fuppofed by fome to have rifen from the ruins
of an ancient Roman city, at about four miles
diftance, called Uriconium, now reduced to a
fmall village, known by thc name of Wroxetcf.
‘Under the Saxons Shrewfbury was a town of
confiderable note, In the reign of king Ethel-
red II, we are told, that the Danes, being grow_h
intolerably infolent, oppreffed his Saxon fubjeffs,
when that k'ing contrived to deftroy them at
“once ; for which purpofc he fent a commiffion to
all towns and cities to fall upon the Danes on
the 13th of November 1002, which was exé-.

cuted
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cuted with great feverity. Upon this the Danes
were determined to take their revenge; and the
next year invaded the nation under king Swain,
killing the inhabitants, and burning or carrying
away their goods. King Ethelred happening to
be in Shrewfbury when the Danes landed in the
Ifle of Wight, and from thence proceeded to ra-
vage Hampthire and Berkfhire, he confulted with
his council about what was beft to be done,
when he was advifed to purchafe a peace, with
thirty thoufand pounds weight of filver. They
acccptcd the money, and departed for the pfc—-
fent ; but returned foon after, and never were at
reft till they had fet a Danifth king on the
throne; this was Canute, the fon of Swain, juft
mentioncd. o

AT the time of the Norman conquetft, Shrew(-
bury was a well built, populous place. There
were two hundred and fifty-two citizens, twelve
of whom were bound to keep guard when the
kmgs of England came thither, and as many
were obliged to attend him when he wenta hunt-
ing. Camden thinks this cuftom was firft occa-
fioned by one Edrick Suecona, a Mercian duke,
but a profligate villain, who, a little before, had
' 3 way-
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way-laid and flain prince Alfhelm, as he wa¢
hunting. At this time there was another cuftom,
according to the fame author, that whenever a
widow married, fhe thould pay the king twenty
fhillings; but thofe women who had never been
married before, were to pay him only ten fhil-

lings.

SurewsBURY was given by the conqueror to
Roger de Montgomery, his principal captain,
kinfman and friend, who about the year
308, built a caftle upon an eminence, for which
purpofe he pulled down about fifty houfes. It is
built on a rock, on the neck of land where the Se-
vern runs on cach fide; for that river almoft en-
compafles the town. It is very ftrong, confider-
ing the time in which it was built, and feems not
to have received any very confiderable damage.
William Fitz-Allan defended this caftle for the
emprefs Maud, againft king Stephen, who took
it by affault. Here was alfo a mitred abbey,
founded for the Benedictines, by the fame earl,
about the year 1083, to the honour of St. Peter
and St. Paul ; and the church wasdedicated to St.
Gregory, or, as others fay, to St. Giles. He en-
dowed this abbey with ample pofieffions, to

which
4
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which Hugh, his fon and heir, gave others, with a
heavy curfe on the violator. The kings Henry I,
and Stephen added to thefe, and confirmed their
former cftates and pofleffions. The walls are ftill
ftanding, and fhew that it was formerly a very
handfome ftructure.

Here are twelve incorporated trading com-
panies, who every year, on the Monday fortnight
after Whitfuntide, repair in their formalities toa
place called Kingland, on the fouth fide of the
town, and on the oppofite bank of the Severn,
where they entertain the mayor and corporation
in arbors or bowers crected for that purpofe,
cach of which is diftinguithed by fome motto or
device, alluding to their feveral arts. It is faid,

- that king Charles I1. offered to erect this town
into a city, but that the townfmen chofe that it
fhould remain a borough; for which they were
afterwards called the proud Salopians. This
town gives the title of earl to the family of Tal.
bot. -

[ 4
It was incorporated by king Charles I.and fent
to parliament ab origine.

Coarro-
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BRIDGENORTH.

Porrticar Cuaracter. The family of Whit-
more, of Apley, a feat in the neighbourhood of
this borough, have reprefented it in different par-
liaments ever fince the 18th of James I. and the
attachment of the people to the prefent repre-
{entative of his anceftors’ indcpendence, is not
diminifhed at this day.

His intereft with the cleCtors is permanent ;
but it is neither eftablithed by undue means, nor
exercifed by compulfory ones. The town gave
a proof of its independence, when they difplaced
their old favourite reprefentative, admiral Pigot,
in 1784, for voting in fupport of the coalition,
and eleting in his room a gentleman, whofe po-
litical fentiments were congenial with their
own,

" AnciEnT StaTe.  Bridgenorth, or Brugmorfe,
is twenty miles fouth-caft of Shrewfbury, and, ac-
cording to Camden, ought to be called Burgmorfe,
from Burg and Morfe, a foreft adjoining thereto;
but the annotator on Camden afferts, that he is-
miftaken,
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tniftaken, affirming; that Brugmorfe is a lame of
late ufe, it having been called Bridge, in ancient
records, and that north was given to it oh ac<
count of fome bridge over the Severn tb the
fouth. This town, which is fituated twenty-oné
miles fouth-eaft of Shrewfbury; is faid to have
been built in the year 581, by Ethelfleda, queen
of the Mercians, and widow of king Ethelred.
It was afterwards walled round by Robert de
Belefme, the foni of Robert de Montgomery, fo
often inentioned, who likewife added to the
ftrength of the place; by building a caftle. Dea
pending on thefe fortifications, he afterwards re-
belled againft Henry I. and made a ftand here;
but was foon obliged t6 make his efeape, and fly
the kingdom. There was dlf6 a chapel within
the caftle, which, in after times was converted
into a collegiate church, for a dean and fix pres
bendaries. The town and caftle being forfeited
by this rebellion, came into the pofleffion of the
crown, but how long it continued fo is uncertain.
‘The caftle is now demolithed, and the forcft of
Morfc is a common.

BripgeNorTH had feveral privileges granted

it, by charters, from Henry II. and king John.
Ee2 The
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The greateft part of it ftands upon a rock, on
the weftern bank of the Severn, which has here
a very great fall. Thefe two parts are called
the Upper and Lower towns, which are fepa-
rated by the river Severn, but united by a ftone
bridge of feven archcs,' upon which is a gate
and gate-houfe, with feveral other houfes.

THis borough fent members a5 origine.

CorproraTroN.—It is governed by two bailiffs,
annually elected out of twenty-four aldermen, by
a jury of fourteen men, together with a recorder,
forty-eight common-councilmen, a town-clerk,
and other officers.

Ricur or Erscrion—In the burgeffes and
freemen, within and without the borough.

Numsir or VoTers—About 700.

REeTurNING Orricers—The bailiffs.

LUDLOW.
PoriTicaL CuaracTer. This town is not
under the abfolute controul of a patron ; butlord

Clive has the corporation attached to him, and
poflefles
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poffefles an intereft {ufficiently powerful to fe-
cure the ele&tion of one of its members, ce-
mented to that of Mr. Knight, the other member,
who originally became a candidate on the inde-
pendent intereft of the town, that they might
affume the di&atorial influence of patrons; but, as
the burgefles are fufficiently numerous to affert
their own independence, this place cannot be
ranked amongft thofe boroughs which are at
the private difpofal of an individual,

AncienT StaTe. Ludlow, which is feated at
the confluence of the Temd and Corve, twenty-
nine miles fouth of Shrewfbury, ftands upon a
hill, commanding an extenfive profpect of the
adjacent country, except towards the weft, where
the view is intercepted by lofty eminences. It
is a very clean, well built place, and is the refi-
dence of many people of rank and fortune.
The principal ftreet is that which leads from
the bridge to the town-houfe, an elegant ftruc-
ture of hewn ftone; the next is, that which
leads to the horfe-courfe. It was incorporated
by king Edward IV. and has the power of try-
ing and executing criminals diftin& from the
county.

Tus
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. Tue town is divided into four wards, and
is encompaffed with walls, in which are feven
gates. It has an oM caltle, ere@ted by Roger de
Montgomery foon after the conqueft, great part
of which is in rpins ; fome apartments are, how-
ever, entire and furnifhed ; the battlements are
very high, thick, and adorned with towers. It
bas a neat chapel, in which are the coats of
arms of feveral of the Welth gentry, and over
the ftable doors are thofe of queen Elizabeth,
the earl of Pembroke, and others. The walls
of the caftle wege originaily a mile in compafs,
and before it was alawn extending near twq
miles, a confiderable part of which ig now in,
clofed. ' '

Tae church is an ancient venerable edifice, in
the upper part of the town. In the choir. is an
infcription relating to prince Arthur, brother ta
king Henry VIII. whofe bowels were de-
pofited there In the fame choir is a clofet,
cal'ed the Gadt-houfe, where the priefts ufed ta
keep tig'r confecrated utenfils; and to this
church the earl of Powis lately gave a new or-
gan which co 1000l “Ludlow gives the title

of
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of vifcoant to that nobleman, who has a feat at
QOakley park, near the town.

When Robert of Montgomery, the fon of
Roger, who built the caftle, and alfo inclofed
the town with a wall, was attainted, Henry L
kept it in his own hands. 'This caftle and town
were aficrwards held for the emprefls Maud, and
befieged by king Stephen. During the fiege,

. Henry, the fon of the king of Scots, being vio-
lently plucked from his faddle by an engine,
had like to have been carried over the wall into
the town, if Stephen in perfon had not refcued
him. ' Afterwards Henry II. gave the caftle and
Corvefdale to Sir Fylk Fitz-Warren, called alfo
de Dinan, from this town, it being one of the an-
cient Britifh names of Ludlow. It then be-
longed to the Laceys of Ireland, and came by a
female to Sir Geoffrey de Teneyile, from whofe
heirs it defcended by a daughter to the Morti-
mers, carls of March, and from them came to
the crown. Edward V. refided here when his
father died, and was rcmovéd from hence to
London, by his uncle the duke of Gloucefter,
Arthur, prince of Wales, the eldeft fon of
Henry VIL. kept his court at Ludlow caftle,

and
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and died there. Ludlow efpoufed the caufe of
Charles I. and was. one of the places that laft
furrendered to the parliament. Henry VIII.
‘contributed greatly to its emolument, by efta-
blifhing in it the cauncil of the Marches, which
confifted of the lord prefident, counfellors at the
king’s plealure, a fecretary, an attorney, a foli-
citor, and four juftices of fo many counties
in Wales. This continued till the reign of
William 1II. who,‘aftcr the death of the earl of
Macclesfield, the laft lord prefident, changed that
title into lord lieutenant of North and South
Wales, and diffolved the court entirely.

Tuistown was incorporated by king Edw. VI,
and firft fent to parliament in the twelfth yeay
of that king’s reign,

CorporaTION.—By charter anno g Charles I.
confifts of 2 bailiffs, 20 aldermen, and 48 com-
+mon councilmen ; but by charter of James 1I.
it confifts of 2 bailiffs, 12 aldermen, 25 common
.councilmen, a recorder, town clerk, fteward,
chamberlain, and other officers, under which it
now afls,

Riguz
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RicHuT oF ELECTION.—1661, 26 February, Is
in all the refident common burgefles, as well ag
the twelve and twenty-five,

1690, 22 December. The new ctarter, grant-
ed to the town of Ludlow by the late king
James, whereby the ancient method of eleting
burgefles for parliament is altered, is illegal and
void,

1698, 1 March. The fons of burgefles of
Ludlow, and thofe that marry the daughters of
burgefles, have a right to be made burgefes of
the faid borough.

Every perfon having a right to be made a
burgefs of the borough of Ludlow, ought to de-
mand fuch his right by petition, figned by the
petitioner, according to the bye-law made in the
year 1663, and not otherwife.

Numser or voTers—Nearly 500.

ReTURNING OFFICERS—The two bailiffs.
Parron—Lord Clive, partially.

WENLOCK.
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WENLOCK.

PoriticaL Cuaracter. This town is alfo
salled Much-Wenlock; but from its being an
ill-buile dirty little place, confifting only of twg
ordinary flreets, it is called Muck-Wenlock by

iay of derifion.

The villages of Little Wenlock and Brafely
" are within the limits of this borough, the whole
of which are the property of Sir Henry Bridge-
man, Bart. and Mr. Forrefter, the prefent mem-
bers. The advowfon of the living belongs ta
Sir Watkin Williams Wynne. ~

Tuis infignificant borough is the firft that
‘ever fent members to parliament, by virtue of a
charter from the crown, which was granted by
king Edward IV. 2g9th November, 1478, who,
by his authority, delegated to them the power
of fending one member to parliament,

Tnuis monarch was feated upon a throne, tot-
tering with the uncertainty of its poffeffor, who
had been obliged, in his paffage to it, to wade
throygh a fea of blood. An a& committed in

that
5
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that day of danger and perplexity, could not be
a precedent fufficiently refpeétable, to veft futurg
kings with an authority to grant the fame privi-
leges, when and where it fhould feem expedient
to them, and particularly when no fuch power
was committed to them by the conftitution of this
“country. The aét of union having limited the -
number of members of parliament for England
to five hundred and thirteen, and that of Scot-
land to forty-five, has now prevented the future
exercile of this extraordinary prerogative.

Ancient StaTE. Wenlock, which is fo cal-
led to diftinguifh it from a village in its neigh-
bourhood, known by the name of Little Wen-
lock, isa borough town, which, with Brafeley
and Little Wenlock, fends two members to par-
liament. In the reign of Richard II. it was as
famous for a copper mine as it is now for quar.
ries of limeftone. It has a church, of which Siy
Watkin Williams Wynne is patron.

Tuis town was imprivileged by Henry IV.
by charter, dated November g2gth, 1478, to
fend one burgefs to parligment, which is the irft

prceedcnt\




428 BISHOPS CASTLE,

precedent met with infertéd in the charter of any
borough. '

CorroraTiON. By charter, anno 7 Char. I.
confifts of a bailiff, recorder, two other juftices,
and twelve bailiff peers, or capital burgeffes.

Ricur or ELecTion—In the burgeffes.

NumBER ofF VOTERs—About 100.

ReturNING oFricER—The Bailiff.

Patrons—Sir Henry Bridgman, Bart. and
Cecil Forrefter, Efq.

BISHOP'S CASTLE.

Poritrcat Cuaracter. This borough is en-
tirely under the direction of lord Clive, who is
proprietor of the greateft partof it. The right
-of voting is in the burgeffes who are inhabiy
tants.

. WEeNLOCcK and this are the only two places
which come under the defcription of proprietory
boroughs in this county ; the number of vot-
ers not exceeding one hundred in either. The

rights
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rights are nearly the fame in each, only that re-
fidence is not a requifite qualification in a bur-
gefs of Wenlock.

Ancrent StaTe. Bifhop’s Caftle, which is
feated in the road from Ludlow to Montgomery,
is an ancient borough, and took its name from
having formerly belonged to the bifhops of Here-
ford, who had probably a feat here ; and, though
not a large place, enjoys feveral privileges.

It was taken from the fee of Hereford by
queen Elizabeth, and incorporated by her in the
fifteenth year of her reign, and called up to
return members to her next parliament, anno
regni 27.

CorroraTioN—Conlfifts of a bailiff, rccorder;
and fifteen aldermen, out of whom the bailiff is
annually chofen, and is juftice of the peace and
quorum for that and the enfuing year.-

RiGHT oF ELECTION—In the bailiff and all the
burgefles within the faid borough.

NuMBER OF VOTERs—About 0.
REeTURNING OFFIcER—The bailiff.
~ Patron—Lord Clive.
SOMER-




( 430 )

SOMERSETSHIRE,

PoriTicar CHARAGTER.

THE freeholders of this county have, in theit
political charaer of electing their reprefenta«
tives, held out to all the people of England an
example the moft worthy of their imitation. At a
county meeting, convened for the purpofe of no«
minating the members, ptevious to the day of
ele@ion, they refolved, and agreed unanimoufly,
not to give their votes either to the brother or
fon of a peer of the realm, nor to any ¢andidate
fupported by fuch an intereft. By this conduct
they have manifefted their knowledge of the con-
ftitution of their country, and their zeal for its
profperity, in keeping the democratic part inde-
pendent of, and unmixed, as it ceftainly cught
to be, with the ariftocratic. If this do&rine was
univerfally underftood, and gcncr;lly praftifed,
our reprefentatives would be elected by, and out
of, ourfelves, who are better acquainted with our
own interefts, and necefarily more anxieus to pro-

) mote
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mote it, than thoft who are conftitutionally fe-
parated from us, and who, from that and other
circumftances, confider the people as an order of
beings diftin® from themfelves, and value
them only in proportion as they are ferviceable
or inftrumental to their own confequence, pride,
and ambition.

Ancient StaTe. Somerfetfhire, is fo called.
from the town of Somerton, which was formerly
the chief town in the county ; whence it has been
called, by fome authors, the county of Somerton.
It may properly be confidered as a maritime
county, it being wathed on the north-weft by
Briftol channel. It is of confiderable extent,
being fixty miles in length, fifty in breadth, and
two hundred miles in circumference.

Campew, in his Britannia, places this.county
in the territory inhabited by the Belge. How-
ever Tacitus, when he relates the vitories of
Oftorius, mentions the Iceni and Cangi, as con-
‘quered by him ; and the latter, he fays, dwelt
hereabouts, at a fmall diftance from the Irith fea.
Hence Camden conjecures, that the Cangi, be-
ing a fmall people, might be comprehended under
- the Belgz; but Dr, Tanner, chanccllor of Nor-
wich,
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wich, who has with great induftry fearched into
the antiquities of thefe parts, is of opinion, that
all the northern part of Wiltfhire may be allowed
to have been the habitations of the Cangi, be=
caufe the whole courfe of Oftorius’s march feems
_ to be a proof, that the Cangi lived in this part of
the ifland; for when that general had vanquifhed
them, and fettled a colony at Camelodunum, that
is Camelet, in this county, he marched to fubdue
the Silures, or the inhabitants of South Wales,
and from thence went to the Ordovyices, or thofc
of North Wales. Now as this might be done
without haraffing his foldiers, it is not to be fup-
pofed that he marched any other way thither.
Befides, Lipfius conjectures, that inftcad of the
Ceni Magni of Cafar, we ought to read Iceni
Cangi; and if this be allowed, the Iceni and
Cangi muft be placed in the fouth parts of Bri-
tain, and the Cangi, in all probability will fall to
the lot of Somerfetfhire and the north of Wilt- -
_fhire. Befides, the Briftol channel may probably
be the fea which, Tacitus tells us, looks towards
Ireland, near which the Cangi lived. Likewife
the Avon, called Antona by Tacitus, on which
Oftorius had, before the rebellion of the Britons,
ere@ed feveral garrifons, will very well an{wer

the river Tacitus fpeaks of.
THERE

v
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TrerE is but one Roman ftation in this courity,
“taken notice of by Antoninus in his Itinerary,
and this he calls Equae Solis, which is the fame
as Bath; but there were other Roman fortreffes,
and one city mentioned by Ptolemy, named If-
chalis. As for the Roman roads in this county,
the Foffe is the chief, if not the only one. It
paffes from Salfleet to Lincolnfhire, through
Nottinghamthire, Leicefterthire, Warwickfhire,
and Gloucefterthire, to Bath, from whence it
pafles to Ilchefter, and preferves its name in the
neighbourhood. Dr. Stukeley is convinced, that
the pavement of black ftone laid edge-way, fouth
of this place, towards Dorfetfhire, is the work of
the Romans, and in its original form.

Unber the Weft-Saxon kings, this county wis
fubject to certain earls, who had the power of de-
termining all controverfies of right and wrong,
and the punifhing malefa@ors within their jurifs
diction s but we find nothing remarkable in hif.
tory concerning them, till William the Conque-
ror deprived the Saxon' nobility of their honours
and eftates, placing Normans in their room.

Vor. IL. Ff - SoMER<
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~ SoMERSETSHIRE is remarkable for having two
of the moft celebrated mineral waters in the
kingdom ; which are, thofe of Bath and Briftol,
befides others of different kinds.

THis county, which is fcated in the province
of Canterbury, and diocefe of Bath and Wells, is
divided into forty-two hundreds, containing three
cities, thirty-two market towns, and three hun-
dred and cighty-five parithes. It fends eighteen
members to parliament, viz. two knights of the

“fhire for the county, two citizens for each of

the cities of Briftol, Bath, and Wells, and two
burgeffes for each of the following boroughs, viz.
Taunton, Iichefter, Milbourne-port, and Mine-
head. '

BRISTOL CITY.

Y

PoriTicar CuaracTer. This city was for-
merly confidered a part of Gloucefterfhire. The
_ return of its members to ferve in parliament was
made by the fheriff of that county; but after-
wards, to dignify the county of Somerfet with
three cities, is was placed there before Bath and

Wells,
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Wells, as the firft of three.  In the 47th of Ed-
ward III. it was diffevered from Gloucefter and
Somerfet, and made a county of itfelf. This
city is certainly the fecond in England, with re.
Ipeét to the numberand riches of its ‘merchants.
It is entirely free from ariftocratic and minifte-
rial congroul ; but it is at prefent reprefented by
a caalition formed by the leaders of the two con-
tending parties. One of its reprefentatives votes
uniformly with adminiftration, and the other
with oppofition’; fo that the fix thoufand perfons,
to whom the right of cletion is fuppofed to be
confined, have virtually no reprelentation at all,

ANCIENT STaTR. Briftol, called by the Sax-
ons Brightflow, which fignifies a celebrated
place, is called in the catalogue of ancient cities
Caer-Brito, and by the Britons Caer-Oder-Nant-
Vadon, that is, the city of Odera in Badon valley.
Itis feated between the Avon, and the little river
Frome, a hundred and feven miles fouth of
Shrewfbury. The time in which this city was

‘built is uncertain, it not being mentioned by any

of our hiftorians that. treat of the Danifh wars.

~ Camden is of opinion, it was firft built about the

Ffa de-
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declenfion of the Saxon government, becaufe we
do not find it taken notice of before the year 1063,
at which time king Harold fet fail for Briftol, to
invade Wales. When Jeffrey, bifhop of Con-
ftance, raifed a rebellion againft William Rufus,
he chofe this city for the feat of war, and forti-
fied it with an inner wall, which is fuppofed in
part to continue to this day. Robert, the natural
" fon of Hen. I. and brother to the emprefs Ma-
tilda, poflefled himfelf of this city upon herac-
count, and having ftrengthened it with a caftle,
garrifoned it againft king Stephen. The emprefs,
on making her efcape from the fiege of Arundel
caftle, fled hither, and was followed by king Ste-
phen ; when hearing of his approach, fhe fled to
Gloucefter, and then to Lincoln. Stephen pur-
fued her; but their armies joining battle, he was
vanquithed, and taken prifoner; on which the
emprefs ordered him to be conveyed to the city
of Briftol, and there confined. His queen
didall in her power to procure his releafe, but
withouteffe@. Upon which fhe aflembled all the
forces fhe was able to procure, and having Ro-
bert, earl of Gloucefter, the queen’s brother, in
her power, refolved totreat him with as much fe-

- verity
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verity as the emprefs had done the king, which
had a good effect; for by this means fhe obtained
the king’s liberty.

ON the 26th of February 1574, there happen-
ed in this city an earthquake, which caufed the in-
_habitants to fly from their houfes. Many chim-

nies were thrown down, and the dithes and'
books fell from the fhelves. :

In the civil wars it {uffered greatly, and under-
went many changes, it being alternately pofleflfed
by both parties.

THe tradefmen of this city are incorporated
into feveral companies, each of which has a
hall, or a large room hired for their meeting ; and
by a charter of queen Elizabeth, every man that
marries the daughter of a citizen of Briftol be-
comes free of the city. Here is a Guildhall, in
which are held the affizes and feffions, with the
mayor’s and fheriffs courts; and adjoining to it
is a {pacious lofty room, called St. George’s Cha-
pel, in which the mayor and fheriffs are annually
chofen; Here is alfo a large council-room, in
which the mayor and fome of the aldermen

meet
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meet every day, except Sundays, for the admini-
firation of juftice. The Royal Exchange is a fine
ftructure, built in the manner of that at London,
and is about two-thirds aslarge. It is all of free~
ftone, and the ground upon which it ftands, coft
the chamber of the city 20,0001, It has foup
entrances to the fquare within, and above are
yooms for fhops. Behind the building is an ex-
tenfive piece of ground laid out for the markets.
In Wine-ftreet is a large ftructure, called the
Corn-market ; adjoining to which is a guard-
* room, with barracks for foldiers.

Tuis place, which was made a mayor town at
the beginning of the reign of Hen. III. was, an-
1o 49 Edw. I1. diffevered from the counties of
Gloucefter and Somerfet, and made a county of
itfelf. It wasalfo, anno 1452, 34 Hen. VIII,
made a bithop’s fee and city.

It fent to parliament aé origine.

CorporaTiON, Confifts of a mayor, recorder,

eleven aldermen, two theriffs, and forty-clght
common-coqncnlmcn

Rigur
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RiGHT oF ELEcTiON—In the frecholders, hav-
ing frecholds of forty fhillings a year, and the
free burgefles.

NuMBer or voTErRS—Near 6000.
ReturNING Orr1ceRs—The fheriffs.

B A T H.

PorrricaL Cuaracter, This city, which is
the moft elegant, and one of the firft with refpe@
to population in the kingdom, is under the fame
political exclufion, as the inhabitants of Shore-
ham and Cricklade, who have been convicted of
the grofleft venality, corruption, and bribery ;}a
érimc, which the late Sir John Cuft, when fpeaker
of the houfe of commons, in reprimanding the
mayor and aldermen of Oxford, calls the moft
enormous that men can well commit. The pu-
nifhment inflicted by the houfe of commons on
fuch as -they have deemed it expedient to make
éxamples of their juftice, has been difqualification
Jrom woting in the eleftion of members of parliament.
All the inhabitants of Bath, the corporation enly
excepted, are exallly in the fame fituation, with
only the mental confolation, of not having com-
mitted a fimilar offence againft the liberty of

their country to deferve it.
: THs
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Tue reprefentation of this city is as complete
a political farce as that of Old Sarum; for if
thirty-two individuals are to ele& two reprefen-~
tatives for the people of England, it is of verylittla
confequence whether they are chofen by that
number of burgage-holders, or by the fame num-
ber of aldermen and common-council. We,
however truft, that we may hail them with the
profpe of a fpeedy reform, which will reftare men
to their rights, and the nation to its true dignity
and independence,

THE corporation of this city are not of that
degraded defcription, who put their fuffrages tg
public fale, or fubmit to the domincering info-
lence of a powerful indiviqual. They bave
manifefied an honourable attachment to the ex-
alted virtues of their venerable recorder, ear]
Camden, and to the convivial hofpitalities of
their oppulent neighbour, the marquis of Bath,
whofe fons are their prefent reprelentatives.

AncieNT StaTE. Bath, which is a bifhop's
fee, united to thatof Wells, is one of the moft
celebrated cities in England, and of very great
antiquity, it being the Aqua Solis, or Waters of

the
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the Sun of Antoninus. Upon the fpot where
the cathedral now ftands, a temple is faid tohave
been formerly dedicated to Minerva, who was
the titular deity of thefe fprings, from thence
the ancient Britons gave this city the name of
Caer Pallader, or the city of the Waters of Pal-
las. It is featéd in a great valley among hills,
which encircle it in the form of an amphithea-
tre ; and there is no doubt but the Romans were
induced to fix a ftation here, on account of its
admirable hot fprings, which had even then
been long famous for curing a great number of
difeafes. ]t is not known by whom this city was
originally founded. Some legendary writers al-
eribe it to king Bladen, who lived long before
the birth of our Saviour, and conftqueﬁtly be-
fore the coming of the Romans; but who hewas
is as much unknown ; indeed it is queftioned if
ever there was any fuch king, though ftatues
bave been erefted to him in feveral parts of the
city. Bath was at length called by the Saxons
Acmannefceafter, which fignifies the city of Va-
letudinarians ; and upon Landfdown-hill, near
this city, are ftill to be feen the remains of a for-'
tification, thought to have been thrown up by
- the Saxons, ip the year 520, whcn‘ tbey defend-
ed
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ed themfelves againft the vi€torious king Arthur.
In the year 577, Ceawlin, king of the Weft-
Saxons, drove the Britons out of feveral cities,
and at length came to Bath, and forced that city
to fubmit to his power. In the year 676, Ofric,
apetty king, built a nunnery here, and foonaf-
ter, when this city fell into the hands oft he

Mercians, king Offa built a church, to which

king Edgar, on account of his being crowned in

i¢, granted feveral immunities. They were both,
however, deftroyed in the Danifh wars ; but when
peace was reftored, this city recovered itlelf by

degrees, and Elphege, archbifhop of Canterbu-
ry, in the year 1010, built the inhabitants a new
church. Inthe reign of William Rufus, a body
of rebels marched to this city, which they plun-
dered and burnt; yet, in a fhort time, the in-
habitants, by the affiftance of the bifhop of Wells,
bought this city for five hundred pounds weight of
filver ; and the bifhop tranflating his fee hither,
built a new cathedral. But at length it becom-
ing ruinous, Oliver King, bifhop of Bath, laid

the foundation of another; but did not live ta
fee it completed.

THe city is encompaffed by a wall, which,
though flight, and almoft entire, is fuppofed to
' have
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have been the work of the Romans, except
the upper part, which feems to have been repair-
ed with the ruins of Roman buildings ; for in
fome places the loop-holes are left, and there
are many Roman infcriptions, fome of which
are fawn acrofs to fit the place the ftone was to
fill ; likewife fome of the letters are towards the
city, and others on the outfide; moft of thofe
mentioned by Camden, and other authors, are
ftill left, though they are not eafy to be read,
The walls are fomewhat in the form of a penta-
gon, and inclofe but a fmall compafs of ground:
in thefe walls were four gates and a poftern,

which were all of them lately demolifhed and ta-
ken away.

Tuis city fent to parliament a2 origine.

Corroration.—Conlfifts of a mayor, nine al.
dermen, a récorder, two bailiffs, and twenty
common-cpuncilmen.

Ricur or ELrcTiON. 1706, 26th January.
In the mayar, aldermen, and common-council~
men only. -

N'UMBER OF VOTERS—'3I.
P aTRONs—Marquis of Bath, and earl Camden.
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WELLS CITY.

Porrrrcar Cuaracter.  The influence pre-
vailing in this city, is that of Clement Tudway,
Efq. onc of its prefent reprefentatives. This
gentleman has a fufficient intereft always to pro-
cure a return for himfelf without expence; and the
corporation, &c. compliment fome particular
friecnd, or neighbouring gentleman with the
other feat. There have been feveral refolutions
of the houfe of commons refpecting thc right of
eletion in this city,

IN one refolution, it is agreed to be in the
mayor, mafters, and burgefles, and in fuch per-
fons as are, by confent of the mayor, admitted ta
their freedom ; this would have left the clection
of members, ina great mcafure, in the corpora-
tion; as the mayor, with fuch a difcretionary
-power, would admit only thofe that were of his
own party ; the laft refolution has, however, de-
termined it to be in the mayor, mafters, burgef
fes, and freemen, without the word wrg/mt being

included in it, '

ANQ.
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Ancient State. Wells received its name
from the many {prings or wells in the town and
its neighbourhood. Itis fituated to the fouth of
Briftol, and is a fmall, but clean place, at the
bottom of Mendip-hills. This town was de-
ftroyed by the Danes, but afterwards recovered
itfelf. It was erected into an epifcopal fee in the
year 605 ; but John de Billula, the fixteenth bi-
fhop, transferred this fee to Bath, and renounced
the title of bithop of Wells ; after which, hot dif-
putes arofe between the churches of Bath and
Wells, concerning the election of a bifhop; but
they were compromifed about the year 1133, by
‘bithop Robert ; and it was fettled, that whenever
the fee became vacant, the bifhop thould be elec-
ted by the canons both of Bath and Wells;
but that the precedency in ftyle thould be given
to Bath, and that he fhould be inftalled in both
churches. It was afterwards determined, that
both churches thould make one full chapter for
the bifhop.

WeLLs was firft made a free borough in
the reign of Hen. II. by the intereft of Fitz-
Joceline, its bifhop. It afterwards received a
charter from king John, by which it was made a
. market-town, and was raifed into a city by queen
3 *  Eliza-
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Elizabeth. In 1738, a dreadful fire broke out,
which confumed above a hundred dwelling-
houfes, in fix hours time; fo that very-few had
time to fave their goods.

THis is a very neat city, confifting of broad
ftreets with handfome buildings. It has a cathe-
dral, and only one parifh church. The cathedral
is faid to have been firft built by king Ina, about
the year.704, but was afterwards fo effectually re-
paired by bifhop Fitz-Joceline, that it was confi-
dered asa new work. The front, which has been
built upwards of five hundred years, is admired
for its imagery and carved work in ftone, and
particularly fora window moft curioufly painted.
Adjoining to the church are fpacious cloyfters,
and a chapter-houfe of a circular form, fupport-
ed by one pillar in the middle.

THis city fent to parliament b origine.

CorroraTION. By charter, anno 16 Eliz. it
confifts of a mayor, recorder, feven mafters, and
fixteen common-councilmen.

Ricar or ELEcTION—16935, 18 Feb. Isonly
in the mayor, mafters, and burgeffes of the faid

4 city;
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city,.and in fuch perfons, as are (by confent of
the mayor and common-council of the faid city)
admitted to their freedom in any of the feven
trading companics of the faid city, on account
of birth, fervitude, or marriage.

1723, May 2. Is in the mayor, mafters,
1729, Apr. 18. } burgefles, and freemen of
the faid city, who are admitted to their freedom
in any of the feven companies within the faid
city, being thereunto entitled by birth, fervitude,

_er marriage.

Numser or Vorers—About 500.
RerurniNe oFFiceR—The Mayor.
PatroN—Clement Tudway, Efq. partially.

TAUNTON.

PoriticaL Craracrer. The borough of
Taunton does not comprehend the whole of the
town of that name, only part of the parith of St.
Mary Magdalen being within its limits. The
- rightof elecion, according to the laft refolution
of the houfe of commons, is in the inhabitants,

pot-wallers, not receiving alms or charity. This
) quali-
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gualification is defined to mean, all the refident
male inhabitants, who have obtained a parochial

fettlement, whether they are occupiers of a houfe,

or lodgers ; and gives occafion to fuch'innumerable
objections at an ele€tion;as to leave in the returns

ing officer, who is umpire between the parties,

the power of deciding in fav8ur of whichever he -
pleafes. '

A parocHIAL fettlement being acquired, and -
forfeited by fuch a variety of legal methods, wit-
nefles to qualify and difqualify every perfon voa
ting under that claim, are produced, and a deci-
fion is made in a court which has no authority,
and before a returning officer who has not a pow-
er to éxamine on oath. The minifterial duties
of his office, are thereby exercifed judicially, and
he admits or reje@s votes at his own difcretion,

Tue want of an univerfally eftablifhed right
of election, muft ever be productive of thefe im«
perfections in a popular inftitution ; exclufive
rights, and local qualifications, have ever been
the caufe of difpute and litigation, of which the
numerous petitions from the corporation and
burgage-tenure boroughs, bear a difgraceful tefs

timony :
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timony : even the peerage of Scotland, where
the clection is vefted in not more than eighty in-
dividuals, is expofed to the fame inconvenience.
Two ycars out of the feven for which they are
elected, are now nearly elapfed, and yet only thir-
teen out of fixteen, which is the number of their.
reprefentatives, can take their feats in the houfe
of lords, owing to the length of time occupied
in the inveftigation of partial rights; and a com-
mittce of the houfe of commons is fometimes
engaged ten times as long in afcertaining the
right of franchife in a rotten borough, as they
would be in digefting and eftablifhing a form for
a fair, equal, and univerfal reprefentation of the

people.

Tue influence of this borough is at prefent
difputed between Sir Benjamin Hamet, one of
its members, and Mr. Morland, the banker.
The corporation, which, according to its charter,
fhould confift of a mayor, recorder, two alder-
men, and twenty gommon-council, has at pre-
fent twelve vacancies ; but, as a majority of thofe
which remain are in the intereft of Mr. Mor-
land, it is probable they will foon be filled with
that gentleman’s friends.

. Vor. II. Gg SIr
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Sir Benjamin Hamet has founded a very
powerful intereft in this place, by building a new
fireet, and purchafing the caftle in which the
county affizes are held. The latter will enable
him, in cafe a {pirit of difobedience thould mani-
feft itfelf amongft the clectors, to refufe the ufe
of it to the public, and, of courfe, to remove the
affizes to fome other place in the county.

A pzriTION Of Alexander Popharr.n, Efg. and
John Halliday, Efq. was tried on the 24th of
February, 1775, againft the return of the Hon.
Edward Stafford, and Nathaniel Webb, Efg.
complaining of the partiality of the returning
officer, in protracting the poll, by unneceffary ad-
Journments, from the 1oth of O&ober, when it be-
gan, to the 18th of the fame month, and that he
had rejected many legal votes which were tender-
ed for the petitioners, Popham and Haﬁiday, and
admitted many illegal votes for the fitting mem-
bers.

TuaT the fitting members, previous to, and
during the poll, wereguilty of divers a&s of bri-
bery and corruption by themfelvesand agents.

7

p O~z
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- ©ONE hundred and fixteen voters were objected
to'as having received charity : the words “alms,”
and “charity,” in this borough are admitted not
to be fynonimous ; the refolution of the houfe of
commons having rendered all thofe receiving be-
nefit, in either way, incapablc of voting. There
are a great many charitable funds in this place,
fuch as the Town charity, Saunders’¢charity, Me-
ridith’s charity, &c.

Turee Chelfea penfioners were objected to on
the part of the petitioners;

NINETEEN, a5 not having parochial fettlements;

SixTeEN, as not anfwering the defcription of .
potwallers ;

Two, as certificate-men’; and

-

‘Two, as bribery agents.

THE counfel for the fitting members thought,
that gentlemen of fortune were not under the ne-
ceflity of gaining alegal parochial fettlement to
intitje them to vate, but this was over-ruled, there

Gg:2 not
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not appearing to be any principle upon which
fuch a diftinction could be fupported.

Tuey likewife contended, that the journals of
the houfe have recognized, that apprentices can-
not be potwallers qualified to vote; but of this
queftion Mr. Douglas makes a query.

IT wasdetermined, that Chelfea penfioners had
a right to vote.

Tuar, by the lex loci, certificate men cannot
vote for this borough.

Tuat thofe who had received charity had no
- right to vote,

THE counfel for the petitioners undertook to
prove the charge of bribery fo direétly and pal-
pably, asto difqualify the fitting members.

O~ Thurfday the 16th of March, the com-
mittee determined,

THar the pctitioners were duly elected.

State
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" Stare of the poll at the laft eleion:

Sir Benjamin Hamet, 291
Alexander Popham, Efq. 267
John Halliday, Efq. 239
John Morland, Efq. 183

ANcienT StaTE. Taunton, which is delight-
fully fituated on the river Thone, is a populous
borough, and thought to be one of the largeftin
the kingdom. Ina, king of the Weft-Saxons,
built a caftle here, which was demolithed by his
wife; butafterwards it was rebuilt by one of the
bifhops of Winchefter, to the prelates of which
fee this town and deanery belonged, even before
the conqueft. This caftle was a building of
great extent; its hall, with the outward gate and
porter’s lodge, are ftill ftanding; and in the hall,
which is very large, are generally held the afizes
for the county. At the entrance into the court,
is the exchequer, where the bifhop’s clerk keeps
his office ; and a court is held every Saturday,
for the bifthop’s tenants. This caftle was gar-
rifoned by the parliament in the civil war, when,
being befieged by Goring, lord Fairfax march-
ed to relieve it; on which Goring raifed the fiege,
and in a few days after was defeated by Fairfax, -

at
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at Langport, who killed many of his men, took
twelve hundred horfes, and fourteen hundred
prifoners. This vi€tary was followed by the
conqueft of Bridgewater, Bath, Sherburn, and
Briftol,  King Charles the Second in the
year 1662, caufed its walls to be demolifhed, and
took away the charter from the town, on account
of the inhabitants having adhered to the parlia~
ment in the reign of his father ; after which they
were {eventeen years without one, till the fame
prince granted them a new charter,

Tuis town fuffered greatly by the cruelty of
major general Kirk, immediately after the duke
of Monmouth’s defeat, in the year 1685, who
being fent hither, caufed nineteen perfons, by his
own authority, without any trial or proccrs, and
without fuffering their wives or children to fpeak
with them, to be hanged, with pipes playing,
drums beating, and trumpets founding. The
fame inhuman monfter, having invited his offi-
cers to dinner, ordered thirty perfons, condemn-
ed here by Jeffries, to be hanged while they
were at table; namely, tem, in a health ‘to the
king, ten, while the health went round to the
queen, and ten, with the health paffed to Jef-
fries, '

AT
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AT Taunton was anciently a priory of Black
canons, erefted by William Gifford, bifhop of
Winchefter, in the time of Henry I. and dedi-
cated to St. Peter and St. Paul. It had after-
wards many confiderable benefaétors, and at the
diflolation, its revenues, according to Dugdale,
amounted to 286l. a year; but, according to
Speed, to 438l. Here was alfo a houfe of White
Carmelite friars, founded by Walter de Meryet ;
and likewife an ancient leper houfe; the advow-
fon and patronage of which was granted by Tho-
mas Lambrizt, about the year 1280, to the abbot
and convent of Glaftonbury.

Ta1s borough fent to parliament 23 Edw. I.

CorPORATION. By charter of Cha. 1L it
confifts of a mayor, recorder, two aldermen, and
twenty capital burgeffes. The mayor and alder-
men are annually chofen out of the burgefles.

It is ‘remarkable, that the mayor’s officers
have no power to arreft, and that there is no
" prifon here, except a Bridewell for vagrants;
debtors and criminals being fent to the county

Jail at Iichefter. Though this is one of the moft
v flourifhing
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flourifhing towns in the county, it is the meaneft
corporation, having neither lands, houfes, nor
joint ftock of money.

RiGHT oF Ex,acrxoﬁ.l 1715, 28 July—Is in
the inhabitants within the faid borough, being
potwallers, and not recejving alms or charity.

NumBssr oF voTERS. At a poll taken in the
year 1722, was 727 ; but at a poll taken in 1774,
the number wasonly 456.

RETURNING OFFICER—The mayor.

PatroN—Sir Benjamin Hamet.

BRIDGEWATER.

Poriticar Craracter.  This borough for-
merly acknowledged the patronage of the famous
Bubb Doddington, of political memory, who was
oppofed by the late earl of Egmont, when they
were leaders of the tory fation of the late reign.
Earl Poulett had then the lead of the minifterial
party in this place, and, by coalefcing with lord
Egmont, contrived at laft to poffefs himfelf of the

controling
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controling influence. It has fince been con-
tefted with earl Poulett, by the late Mr. Allen,
member for this town, by Mr. Fox, and, at the
laft general ele@ion, by lord Percival, fon of the
prefent earl of Egmont.  Earl Poulett’s intereft,
however, had the {uperiority, the numbers on the
poll being,

For the Hon. Vere Poulett 186
John Langton, Efq. 161
Lord Percival 87

ANncrenT StaTe. Bridgewater, whichisalarge
.and populous town, feated on the river Parret,
is thought to be a corruption of Brugge Walter,
or Walter’s borough,a name by which it is {up-
pofed to have been called foon after the conquett,
when, with feveral other lordfhips in this county,
it was beftowed, by William the Conqueror, on
Walter de Douay, one of his commanders. It
had a caftle built in the reign of king John, by
William de Brivere, lord of Bridgewater, who
alfo founded an hofpital near the eaft gate, which
was a chantry to pray for the fouls of Henry IL.
Richard I. and king John. He alfo made the
quay,’ Here was likewife an hofpital, founded by
William
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William Bruer, in the reign of king John, cone
fifting of a prior or mafter, and brethren, who
were to maintain thirteen poor infirm perfons,
befides pilgrims; for which purpofe it was en-
dowed with revenues, to the amount of 120l. 1gs.
per annum. Here was likewife a houfe of
Grey friars, founded by William Bruer, his fon,
about the year 1230.

TH1s town was made a free borough by kihg
John, a mayor town by Henry IV. and fent to
parliament 23 Edw. I.; and is faid to have been
re-incorporated by queen Eliz. in the 2gth year
of her reign.

CorroraTiON—Confifts of a mayor, recorder,
two aldermen, who are juftices of the peace, and
twenty-four common-councilmen.

- Tazre are annually chofen out of the com-
mon-council, two bailiffs, who are invefted with
a power equal to that of a fheriff; for the the-
riffs of ‘the county cannot fend any procefs into
the borough. A receiver is alfo annually chofen
out of the common-council, to collect the town
rents, and make payments, _
Tue
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- Taur reverues of the corporation, cornfifting of
the manor of the borough, the great and fmall
tithes, and fome eftates in Dorfetthire, are valued
at 10,000l. 2 year; and the freemen are free of
all the ports in England and Ireland, except
London and Dublin. .

RicHT of ELEcTION. 1669, 7th Dec.—Isin
the majority of the corporation, confifting of a
mayor, aldermen, and twenty-four capital bur-
gefles, being inhabitants of that divifion of the
faid parith of Bridgewater, which is commonly
called the borough, paying fcot and lot within
the faid divifion ; and in them only. S

1692, 10th Dec. Agreed to be in thofe tha;
. pay fcot and lot, inhabiting in the faid boroygh. -

1769, 9th March. If the mayor, aldermcn;
and capital burgeffes, are not inhabitants, though
they pay fcot and lot, yet they have no right
to vote.

1769, 14th March. The inhabitants of the
caftern and weftern divifion of the parith of
Bridgewater have no n'ght to vote for rcprefen-;

tatives,
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tatives ; but the right of election is in theinhabi-
tants of that divifion of the faid parifh, which is
commonly called the borough, paying fcot and
lot within the faid divifion, and in them only.

NUMBER OF VOTERS—300.
- RETURNING oFF1cER—The mayor.
PatroNn—Earl Poulett.

MINEHEAD.

Poriricar Cuaracter. This borough was
originally a feudal tenure, annexed to the caftle
of Dunfter, which was given by William the Con-
queror to William de Mohun, in whole family
it continued till Sir John de Mohun, one of the
firft knights of the garter, having no male iffue,
conveyed it to truftees, for the ufe of his wife,
who, after his deceafe, fold it, in the reign of
king Edward 111, to the lady Elizabeth Luttrell,
daughter of Hugh Courtenay, earl of Devonthire,
and widow of Sir Andrew Luttrell, Knt. Her
fon, Sir Henry Luttrell, Knt. who was licutenant
of Harfleur, and fteward of the houfhold to
Henry V’s queen, added feveral buildings, now

) ftanding,
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ftanding, and left the caftle and honour to his
pofterity, by whom it is ftill poﬂéﬂ'ed; and who
is the prefent owner and patron of this borough,
and at whofe court-leet the returning officers are
chofen.

ThHe right of eletion is in the parifhioners of
Dunfter and Minehead, being boufekeepers in the
borough of Minebead.

THis /borough has been lately nearly deéftroyed
by fire, together with moft of the property of the
unhappy fufferers. A very liberal fubfcription
has been made for the relief of the late occupiers,
which does honour to the liberality and philan~
thropy of its promoters; and will, we hope, be
equivalent to the heavy lofles which they have
{uftained.

THE brother of the patron, Mr. Luttrell, is a
commiffioner of the tax office. .

ANcieNT StaTe. Minehead, or Minhead, isan
ancient borough, witha harbour in Briftol channel,
at the diftance of one hundred and fixty-feven
miles of London. It was formerly govern-

: ed
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¢d by a portreve, but at prefent is under two con<
ftables, annually chofen at the court-leet held by
the lord of the manor. It has a fine qumy, and
the largeft Thips may enter the harbour, and ride
there in fafety. The town is well buik, and
carries on a confiderable trade with Ireland in
wool, and with South Wales in coals, =

Tuis borough was imprivileged to return
members to parliament, anno 1 Eliz.

 Rreur ofF ELecTioN. 1717, 24th Feb.—Is
in the parifhioners of Minehead and Dunfter,
being houfekeepers in the. bdrough of Minchead,
and not receiving alms.

RETURNING OFFICERS. 1717, 13 June—The
precept to be directed to the two conftables, and
they to make the return.

NUMBER OF VOTERS«=]160..

PaTron—John Fownes Luttrel, Efg.

ILCHESTER.
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ILCHESTER.

Poriricat CuaracTer. This borough lately
came under the patronage of John Harcourt,
Efq. of this place, one of its prefent members,
by the purchafe of a majority of its houfes,
which we underfland he has fince difpofed of
to Mr. Troward, the attorney of Norfolk-fireet.
Previous to its becoming the property of Mr.
‘Harcourt, it was under the control of the late
Mr. Peregrine Cuft, who reprefented it many
years. It was then, however, fubjeét to continual
contefts and petitions.

Traex firft, under the Grenville all, came be-
fore a committee of the houfe of commons, on
Saturday the 25th of November 1775, when the
petitioners were Richard Brown, Efq. and Inigo
William Jones, Efq. and the fitting members
were Peregrine Cuft, Efq. and William Innes,
Efq. The petition ftated,

Tuar Mr. Chriftopher Lockyer, bailiff, and
returning officer of the borough of Ivelchefter,
being
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being a known friend to the fitting members,
had fhewn great partiality in their favour, and
had admitted many perfons to poll for them
- who had no right to vote, and rejefled feveral
perfons who had a right to vote, and had ten-
dered their votes for the petitioners; that the
fitting members, by themfelves, their friends;
and agents, were guilty of bribing and treating s
and that the petitioners had a majority of legal
votes, and ought to have been returned.

Tusre is no laft determination of the right of
cleion in Iichefter. The conftitution of the
place is as follows: it is a borough by prefcrip~
tion ; and, according to Willis, fent members to
parliament from the time of Edward I. till ;;4
Edward III. From which time it did not choofe
reprefentatives till 12 Edward IV. nor after that
year till 12 Jac. I. when it was reftored to its
ancient privileges. By a charter granted 3 and
4 Phil. and Mary, the inhabitants were incor
porated, by the name of the bailiff-and burgefles
of Ilchefter. There were to be a bailiff and
twelve capital burgefles, who were to choofe an-
_ pually, on the Monday before Michaelmas, one
of themfelves to be bailiff for the enfuing year;

on
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on the death of any of the capital burgefles, his
or their place to be fupplied out of the common
burgefles, by the election of the remaining ca-
pital burgefles. . The charter fays nothing of the
qualification neceffary to common burgeffes;
nor of the mode of eleting the members of par-
liament.

The numbers on the poll were,

For Mr. Innes 103
Mr. Cuft 102
Mr. Brown 53
Mr. Jones 53

Tue counfel for the petitioners undertook to
prove, that fuch a number of the votes for Cuft
and Innes had been bribed, as, when deduéted
from the poll, would leave the majority of legal
votes in favour of Brown and Jones, fo as to en-
title them to be declared duly ele@ted. And, if
they fhould not fucceed in affefting a fufficient
number of the votes for the fitting member to
anfwer that end, ftill, they faid, they would prove
afts of bribery, by them or their agents, fo as to
avoid the elettion, by rendering them incapable
of retaining their feats. '

Vour. II. Hh THE
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T re counfel for the fitting members, after at-
tempting, by evidence and argument, to over-
turn the cafe which had been made againft
them, endeavoured to prove, that Brown and
Jones, by bribery, or promifes, had difqualified
themfelves, even if the majority of legal votes
had been in their favour; and confequently, that

at all events they could not be declared duly
elctled.

ArL the afts of bribery, and the corrupt pro-
mifes charged on the two fitting members, were
by the intervention of agents, and long before
the tefle of the writ. It appeared, that when the
gifts and promiles were made, Mr. Cuft and
“ his partner” were mentioned to the voters, but
Mr. Innes’s name was not fpecified, and was
not at all known in the borough till a few days
before the eleftion, when he canvaffed along
with Mr. Cuft and his friends. All thofe who

had engaged their votes for Cuft and * Ais pari-
ner,” voted for Innes as the partner.

THE promifes, imputed by fome of the wit-
nefles called on the part of the fitting members,
to Brown and Jones, were faid to have been

" -- made
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made diretly by themfelves, during their ¢an«
vas on the elefion week.

ift. The counfel for the petitioners having
began to examine John Lloyd, concerning a
converfation with certain voters, in which the
voters had acknowledged that they had been
bribed in order to vote for the fitting members;
the counfel on the other fide objefted to their
purfuing their queftions, fo as to charge the
fitting members' themfelves with bribery, by
fuch evidence. After fome argument, the
counlel for the petitioners agreed, that evidence
of the declarations of the voters could only be
admitted to affe@ the voters themfelves, and
not third perfons.—The queftion firft put, ob-
je&ted to, and given up, was, “ Whofe money
* did you underftand it to be, which the voters
“ faid they had received?”” The queftion,
which it was agreed might be put, and which
was put, in lien of the other, was, * Did
 the voters, when they faid they had received
“ the election-money, {ay in whofe intereft they
“ were to vote, in conféqucnce of their taking
* this mofxey (4

Ha " 2. One
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2, One William Handover, a witnefs called
on the part of the petitioners, was going to re-
late a converfation which paflfed between him
and one James Pitman, alledged to be an agent
for the fitting members, and dead fince the elec-
tion.

L]

Txis was objetted to.

It was contended, that evidence of any aéls of
a fuppofed agent could not be admitted, until
proof of his being an agent had been previoufly
produced to the committee; that the propriety
of fuch a rule is obvious, becaufe, otherwife,
many days might be employed in hearing evi-
dence againft a perfon, who might appear after-
wards to have no conneftion with the caufe;
that, by the printed hiftory of the two cafes of
Hindon and Shaftefbury, it appeared that fuch
a rule had been laid down in both thofe cafes.

ON the other fide the counfel infifted,

Taart it would be found impra&icable to ad-
here to this rule; for that the circumftances
which were to prove that a perfon had bribed,

and
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and that, in fo doing, he had alted as the agent
of another, were very often the fame, or, at leaft,
fo complicated together, that they could not be fe-
parated; and that the committee, in the cafe of
Briftol, had, on that account, over-ruled an ob- ‘
jefion'like the prefent. '

Wiuen the counfel had argued the point, the
chairman faid, That he had enquired into what
had been done by'the committee in the cafe of
Shaftefbury ; and that hehadbeeninformedby the
gentlemen who had fat in that committee, as well
as by fome of the counfel in the caufe, that, al-
though on the firft day of the trial, a refolution
had been come to agreeable to what is ftated in
the printed report of the cafe, yet they had
afterwards found fuch inconvenience attend-
ing the rule, that it was agreed on all hands not
to abide by it; that, 'accordingly, in the courfe
of the trial, it was not adhered to after the firft
day.

Uron this obfervation from the ckairman, the -

counfel for the fitting members defilted from the
objeftion.

3. One John Tiptree, a witnefs called on the
part of the fitting members, {fwore, That fome
days
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days before the eleftion, Mr. Jones afked him
for his vote, and faid, that if he would vote for
bim, he would give him fifty guineas after the
cle@ion: That, until he came to town in con-
fequence of the fpeaker’s warrant, he had never
mentioned this circumftance but to one Target,
a perfon who had been a witnefs in the begin-
ning of the caufe, but who had died pending the
trial, and before this evidence was given by
Tiptree: That fince he had been in town, and
before Target died, he had mentioned it to fe~
veral perfons, of whom he named three,

4. James Corry being called, was reje@ed,
becaufe he was one of the two perfons who had
figned the petition on behalf of the cleflors,
His inadmiffibility was on all hands agreed on,
Similar inftances have occurred before feveral
other committees, during this and the laft fef-
fions.

5. One Charles Gillet was proved to have re-
ceived ten guineas, in order to vote for the fitting
members, and it was admitted on the part of the
fitting members, that by this a&, his vote was de~
firoyed.

" Taux
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THz committee, after hearing the evidence of
one James Rogers and him, with fome other
witnefles, having cleared the court, refolved,

« That the chairman do report to the houfc,
“ that James Rogers, being called as a witnefs
‘ before the committee, has grofsly prcviricatcd
¢ in giving his evidence.”

Anp accordingly, on the fame day, Monday
87 November, 1775, agreeably to the 26th fec-
tion of 10 George III. cap 16, the chairman did
report to that effeft; and the houfe being
moved, that the entry in the journal of the
houfe, of the 11th May 1773, of the pro-
ceedings of the houfe, in rclation to Mary
Hoffe, might be read ; and the fame being read,
the following orders were made :

Ordered, ¢ That the faid James Rogers,
¢ having grofsly prevaricated in giving his
 evidence before the fele®t committee, ap-
“ pointed to try and determine the merits of the
¢ petition of Richard Brown, and Inigo William
*“ Jones, Efgrs. and alfo the petition of James
¢ Corry and John Cox, on behalf of themfelves
¢ and others, being inhabitant houfeholders, pa-

“ rifhioners,
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« rithioners, and others, within the borough of
« Ivelchefter, in the county of Somerfet, feve-
o ral.ly complaining of an undue eletion and re-
¢ turn for the faid borough, be, for his faid of-
¢ fence, committed to his majefty’s gaol of New-
«“ gate, ‘

OrpErep, * That Mr. Speaker do iffue his
¢ warrant accordingly.”

O Friday the 1ft of December following, the
chairman prefented to houfe, in confequence of a
motion for that purpofe, a petition of Rogers, fet~
ting forth, « That he was extremely farry for
“ having incurred the difpleafure of the hoyfe, by
% prevaricating in his evidence ‘before the com-
“ mittee; that he was fenfible of his great offence,
“ and of the juftice of the houfe; and hoping,
“ as his farther confinement would be prejudi-
*¢ cial to his health, that the houfe would order
 him to be releafed.” '

ON this petition it was ordered,

TuaT he fhould be brought to the bar of
the houfe, on the Monday morning following, in
order that he fhould be difcharged, and that the

fpeaker fhould iffue his warrant accordingly.
' O~
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O~ Monday, December 4, he was, according
to order, brought to the bar; where he received
a reprimand from the fpeaker, and was ordered
to be difcharged out of cuftody, paying his fees.

During. the whole courfe of this caufe, the
committee made it a rule, to order the clerk to
read over to every witnefs the minutes of his
evidence, that he might fet right any miftakes
made in fetting it down,

" Taey alfo made it a rule, where one witnefs
direftly contradifted what another had fwonlx, to
call in fuch other witnefs, and confront them to,
gether,

ON Monday, December 4, the committee, by
their chairman, informed the houfe, that they
had determined,

Tuat none of the four candidates were duly
cle@ed;

AnND that the laft election for the borougﬁ of
Ivelchefter, was a void election.

On which a warrant for a new writ was ime

mediately ordered.
" ANCIENT
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- ANCIENT STATE., lichefter or Ivelchefter, is a
town of great antiquity, it being a ftation of the
Romans, feated on the fouth fide of the river
Ivel, and is generally allowed to be the Ifchalis of
Antoninus. It had a caftle, now in ruins, and
. was originally eacompafled with a double wall
and ditch, the traces of which are vifible quite
. yound. The ancient town was an oblong fquare,
three hundred fpaces in length, and two hundred
in breadth, ftanding conformable to the fofle-
way, which paffes through the town, exallly from
the north-eaft to the fouth-weft. The north-caft
fide of the town is néxt the river, where fome
foundations of the wall may be feen. The ditch
on the north-wett fide is filled up, and became a
road, called Yard-lane, from its paffing behind
the yards and gardens. A vaft number of coins
have been found here, which have been diftri-
buted among the curious ; there are alfo founda-
tions of walls and old houfes; fomeof which run
acrofs the prefent ftreets. The ditch, when per-
fe&, admitted the water of the river all round
the town. The foffe~way retains its name, and
runs through the principal ftreet; and the pave-
ment of the original ford acrofs the river, may be
feen on the weft fide the bridge, formed of great

flag~
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flag-fiones. Upon the bridge is an old chapel,
called Little St. Mary’s, and at the foot of the
bridge, within the town, is another, called White-
chapel; both which are now converted into
dwelling-houfes. Here was an hofpital for poor
travellers, founded before the year 1220, by Wil-
liam Dacus, and dedicated te the Trinity. It is
thought to have been changed into g houfe of re.
ligious women, under the government of a prio-
refs, in the reign of king Henry II. but fome
time before the general diffolution, it was only a

- free chapel. Here was alfo a houfe for friar
preachers, founded before the eleventh year of
king Edward 1.

Tye inhabitants fay, that there have been fix-
teen parith churches here; indeed, foundations
are difcovered all over the town, and on the weft
fide of it have been dug up feveral ftone coffins.
The affizes for the county were fixed here in the
reign of Edward III. but they have long fince
been alternately held at Wells, Taunton, and
Bridgewater; however, the knights of the fhire
are ftill chofen here; the county courts are alfo
held in this place, and here is a jail for debtors and
malefactors. It has now only one parifh church

and
4
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and fome meeting-houfes; alfo a place, called
King’s Moor, in the neighbourhood, which is
famous for horfe races.  This town gives the
title of carl to the family of Fox.’

THuis town having fent to parliament in the
reign of Edward I. Edward II. and to 34 Edward
I1I. ceafed fending till 12 Edward IV. when it
again intermitted fending till 18 James I. at which
time it was reftored to this privilege.

CorroraTtioN. Confifts of a bailiff and 12
burgefles. '

Ricur or ELecrioNn.—1689, 7 May. Al-
ledged to be in the inhabitants of the faid town,
paying fcot and lot, which the town called Pot-
wallers.

1702, 28 January. Agreed to be in the bailiff,
capital burgefles, and inhabitants not receiving
alms,

NumsER OF VOTERS—143.
RETURNING OFFicErR—The bailiff,

PaTroNn—Mr. Troward.

MILBORNE
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MILBORNE PORT.

"Porrricar Cuaracter. This borough, which
confifts of nine parcels of burgage lands, each
of which gives a right of voting at eleions for
members of parliament, is the fole property of
Mr. Medlycott and Mr.Walter. Intheyear1747,
Michael Harvey and Jeffry inch, Efgrs. and
Thomas Medlycott and Charles Churchill, Efgrs.
were returned.  This being a borough by pre-
{cription, there have always been in it nine ca-
pital bailiffs, who hold their refpetive offices by
virtue of deputations, granted by the proprietors
of nine ancient parcels of borough lands. Two of
them prefide yearly, by rotation, as head officers;
and thefe two prefiding capital bailiffs may, if
they pleafe (at a court-leet held in O&ober
yearly) appoint fubftitutes to execute the menial
offices of the borough, who are called fub-bailiffs.
This borough difcontinued fending members to
parliament for many years ; but was reftored to
its ancient privileges in the 4th of Charles I.
fince which time it has continued to fend two
members to every parliament; and the fheriffs

precept
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precept for chufing members is always dire&ted
to the bailiffs thereof.

For feveral years after the borough was re-
ftored to its privileges, the two prefiding capi-
tal bailiffs, when prefent, or one of them when
the other was abfent, enjoyed the fole right of
making the return to the fheriff's precept, that
is to fay, of returning the members they thought
legally chofen.

BuT fince the reftoration, thefe nine ancient
parcels of borough lands having been all engrofl-
ed, and become the property of two neighbour-
ing gentlemen, by agreement between themfelves,
they, or fome of their frieﬁds, were generally
chofen, and returned without oppofition ; and, as
it often happened, that neither of the capital pre-
fiding bailiffs were prefent, the retyrn was often
made by their fubftitutes or fub-bailiffs, but
fometimes by the capital bailiff or bailiffs, and
moft frequently by the bailiffs and burgefles of
the faid borough. This was the conftitution of
the borough at an eleétion, when Thomas Med-
lycott, Efg. and William Bifhop, were the prefi-
ding bailiffs, and one Arthur Anfty, faid to bea

common
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common day-labourer, and fervant to the faid
Thomas Medlycott, was the fub--bailiff, appointed
by the faid Medlycott. The candidate were,
Michael Harvey, and Jeffry French, Efgrs. on
one fide, and the faid Thomas Medlycott and
Charles Churchill, Efgrs. on the other fide ; and
when the eleftion was over, the return of the
two former was made to the fheriff by the faid
William Bifhop, which he accepted and annexed
to his precept; but fome days after, another
return, of the two latter, was made to the fheniff
by the faid Arthur Anfty, which he likewife ac-
cepted, and annexed to his precept; fo that his
writ was returned with a double return for the
faid borough ; which was the legal return, was
the queftion; and the only queftion that by order
came to be determined on Thurfday the 1ft of
December laft.

As to the return made by William Bifthop, it
was obje@ed, firft, that the fub-bailiffs, and
not the capital bailiffs, were, by the cuftom
of that borough, the returning officers; and
fecondly, that the faid William Bifhop was
not properly qualified to a&, becaufe he had
not previoufly taken an oath of office. To the
firft objection it was an{wered, that by the cuf-

tom
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tom of the borough, the fub-bailiffs never afted
but in the abfence, or by the order or permiffion
of, their principals; and when either of the ca-
pital bailiffs was prefent, neither of the fub-bai-
liffs could alt as a principal, the capital bailiffs
. being then the fole prefiding officers. To the fe-
. cond objection it was anfwered, that William
' Bifhop had taken all the oaths requifite by law ;
but that an oath of office was not requifite, either
by law, or the cuftom of that boraugh, as had been
admitted by the faid Thomas Medlycott himfelf.
‘Then, asto the return made by the faid Arthur
Antfty, it was objected, firft, That as he was on-
ly a fub-bailiff, and both the capital prefiding bai-
1iffs not only prefent, but acing as prefiding offi-
cers, he could not a asa prefiding officer in any
cafe whatfloever, much lefs in fuch a principal
one as that of returning members to parliament ;
and fecondly, That the return made by the faid
Arthur Anfty was void, by virtue of a refolution
of that houfe of the 2d of June 1685 ; by which
it wasrefolved, That no mayor, bailiff, or other
officer, to whom the precept ought to be direct-
ed, is capable of being clefted to ferve in parlia-
ment for the fame borough, of which he is mayor,
bailiff, or other officer, at the time of elec~

tion.
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tion. And as the the return made by the
faid Arthur Anfty, muft be fuppofed to bea re-
turn made by the faid Thomas Medlycott, whofe
fubftitute and fervant he was, according. to the
axiom in law, qui fecit per alium, fecit per fe;
therefore, by this refolution it ought to be void.
To the firft objetion it was anfwered, That by the
cuftom of the borough, the fub-bailiffs were the
only proper returning officers, confequently the
return made by Arthur Anfty was the only legal
return; and to'the fecond it was anfwcrcq, That
if the axiom of law were to be applied to
the eletion for this borough, neither of the two
proprictors of .the nine ancient parcels of bo-
rough lands, could ever be chofen or returned as
reprefentatives for this borough; becaufe, both
the capital and fub-bailiffs are but their depu-
ties ; and asthis would be inconfiftent with com-
mon law, as well as contrary to the cuftom of the
borough ever fincetheabove-mentioned refolution,
it could notbe fuppofed, that the houfe thereby in-
tended to render the fub-bailiffs of this borough
incapable of returning, either their immedia}te
principals, the capital bailiffs, or their remote prin- ~ |
cipals, the proprictors of thefe ancient parcels of
borough lands. Upon the whole the houfe, after

Vor. 1I. Ii having
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having fpent two days in hearing counffel, read-
ing former returns, &c. and examining witnefles,
tame to a refolution, That the execution of a
precept for eleting burgefies to ferve in parlia-
ment for the borough of Milborne Port, and the
making the return thereof, are only in the two
fub-bailiffs of the faid borough, or in one fub-~
bailiff, if there are not two,(one fué-2ailiff is un-
doubtedly more likely to be bribed than /o0 ca~
pital bailiffs,) in confequence of which, the clerk
of the crown, by order, took off'the file the re-
turn made by William Bifbop, and the faid Thomas
Medlycott, and Charles Churchill, Efqrs. became
thereby the only fitting members.

ANOTHER CASE.

O~ the 20th of January, 1775, the petition of
Edw. Walter, Efq. and Ifaac Hawkins Browne,

Efq.againft the return of the Hon. Temple Lut-

trell, and Charles Wolfeley, Efq. came on to be
tried by a committee of the houfe of commons.

THERE Wwere three petitions read ; when it ap-
peared, that there were, in this cafe, three returns
made by different perfons claimingto be return-
ing officers, ‘all of which had been ammexed to the
« " T “writ
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writ by the fheriff, and returned into the office
of the clerk of the crown; by one, Walter and
Browne, by the other two, Luttrel and Wolfeley,
were returned. '

- THe petitions likewife ¢ontained a claim made
by each party, of the majority of legal votes, and
mutual allegations of bribery. In the petition of
Walter and Browne, it was alfo alledged, that
Luttrel, at the time of his ele@®ion and return,
* had by himfelf, ar fome perfon in truft for him,
% an office, place, or employment, touching or
“ ‘concerning the farming, colle@ing, or manag-
¥ ing ‘his Majefty’s cuftoms,” whercby he was
incapable of being ele@ed. It was agreed firft,
to proceed upon the legality of the different re-
turns, feparately from the other queftions; and
the return of #alter-and Browne, being immediately
unnexed to the precept, their counfel began :

Mgr. MepLycorr’s property is fo intermixed
awith Mr. Walter’s, that in following the eftab
fifhed rotation, in fome years onc of the reigning
bailiffs is in the appointment of Medlycott, and
the other in the appoiatment of Walter ; infome
Jeaxs they are both appointed by Medlycott, and

. Iia in ’
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in others, both by Walter. In 1773, one of
them was appointed by Medlycott, ‘who no-
minated one Elias Oliver to be his fub-bailiff,
and the other by Walter, who nominated one Ro-
bert Baunton, to be his fub-bailiff. In 1774, it
was Mr." Medlycott’s turn to appoinf both the
reigning bailiffs. ‘The fub-bailiffs have always
been appointed at a court-leet after Michaelmas-
day, holden by a fteward, named by the former
fub-bailiff. Since the interefts have been divided,
there have been two ftewards, who have holden
feparate courts, but always on the fame day. It
appeared by the witmefles, that the court-leet for
appointing fub-bailiffs had always been holden,
before and fince the ftyle was altered, onthe firft
Tuefday after a fair at Sherborne, called Pack-
Monday fair ; and that there were entries to this
purpofe in the minute book of the fteward of the
. court; but in none of the court-books or rolls,
was there any entry referring the holding of the
court to the Tuefday after Sherborne fair; it
only appeared to have been always holden on the
firft Tuefday of October, before the change of
the ftyle took place.

" On the third of October 1774, the precept
for the eleftion was delivered to Robert Baunton,
who




MILBORNE PORT. 485

who gave his receipt for it ; and having commu-
nicated with the other fub-bailiff (Oliver), they
concurred in appointing the day of election to be
on the tenth, (the fourth being the firft Tuef-
day in O&ober, N. S.) Oliver, together with
Medlycott and others, broke open the Town-
hall, the perfon who had the key not being found ;
and Mr. Medlycott having nominated his bro-
ther, the Rev. George Hutching, and Robert Cur-
tis, to be the reigning capital bailiffs for the year
enfuing, they came into the court-leet (which
was opened according to form}, and appointed
John Newton, jun. and John Peckham, to be their
fub-bailiffs.  The regning bailiffs and the fub-
bailiffs, enter on their offices immediately after
their appointment. At the fame court, Oliver
was appointed a conftable by the jury, and fwern
into that office. On the 10th, the election came
on, and there were three polls taken; one by
Baunton, who declared the majority of legal votes
to be in favour of Walter and Browne, and ac-
cordingly annexed a return of them.tq the pre-.
cept ; one by Olivey, and a third, by Newton
and Peckham. By each of the two laft, Lut-
trel and Wolfeley had the majory of votes ; and

accordingly there were two returns made of them.
' ' Counter
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Counter parts of all the three were executed by
the under fheriff, and they were all dnneéxed to
the writ. If Newton and Peckham were the lea
gal bailiffs at the time of ¢leQtion, their return
only was valid ; if they were not, it was void ;
and in fuch cafe, the queftion wouid be, Whex
ther the return of Baunton, ar of Oliver, wasthe
legal return? or whether they were bath void ?
If the court-leet, holden on the 4th of O&ober;
was the legal court for the appointment of the
annual fub-bailiffs, Newton and Peckham were
the legal fub-bailiffs and returning officers on the
ioth. The queftion concernihg the legality of
the court-leet turned chiefly upon the ftatute for
altering the ftyle,

‘TuE counfel for Walter and Browne contended,
That the court in queftion, was “a conrt wfually
< bolden with a fair, and to be holden on the famo
« natural day as formerly, that is, according to
« the O1d Style.”” That this was evident from the
conftant practice fince the change of the ftyle,
and the general fenfe of the. place, and from the
freward’s book, .

Tuar if it were not fo, yet the holding it laft
year according to the New Style, for the firft
time,
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time, immediately on the eve of theclection, con-,
trary to the ufage cver fince the ftatute of 24
George II. without any notice being given of
fuch an intended innovation, till the prccépt for
the electioncame to the borough, thewed that the
intention of holding it then was occafional, and
evidently only taken up on account of the diffo~
lution of the parliament, which brought on the
ckeétion before Mr. Medlycott's two fub-bailiffs
could have come into office, if he had waited till
the ufual time ; confequently, that on this ground,
the appointment of Newton and Peckham was
fraudulent and vaid.

‘THAT if they were legally appointed, ftill the
former fub-bailiffs, being the returning officers at
the time when the precept was delivered, and one
of them having received, and given his receipt
for it, they were the only perfons compétent to
make the return, according to the 7th and 8th of
‘William 111, cap35.

Tuatifthe queftion came to beargued between
the returns made by Baunton and Oliver, it was
clear that Oliver, by accepting the officeof con-
+_ftable at the court-leet, holden onthe 4th of Oca
tober
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tober, had abdicated his former dﬁcc, and could
notafterwards pretend to exercifeit ; fothatBaun-
ton was the only fub-bailiff at the time of elec-
tion, and muft of courfe be the only legal re-

)

turning officer.

" Tue counfel for Luttrel and Wolfeley argued,
That though it did appear that the Michaelmas
court-leet had ufually been holden on the Tuef-
day after Sherborne, or Pack-Monday fair, yet
that was merely accidental ; becaufe it happens,
that the firft Tuefday in Oober muft of necef-
fity be the day immediately following the firft
Monday after Michaelmas.—That the entries in
the minute or memorandum book of the fleward,
prove only that he affifted his memory in recol-
le@ing the time of holding the court, by refer-
ring it 1@ Pack-Monday.—That it was natural,
from this accidental connetion between the two
days, for the people of Milborne-port to call the
court-day Packaucfday.-—'Tha:t if they had
any #¢ceffary conne&ion, it would have appeargd
by entries in the court books, in fome fuch terms
asthefe: « At a court holden on the firft Tuef-
day after Pack-Monday, or Sherborne fair;”

hut no fuch entry could be found,
- | ‘ Tuay
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’FHAT it did not appear, that the office of con-
ftable and that of fub-bailiff were incompatible,

- Tue counfel for Walter and Browne, in re~

ply, infifted, that there was nothing abfurd in
{uppofing an original conneétion between Sher-
borne fair and the court-leet at Milborne-port,
although the two places are in different counties.
~That in former times, the grants of the crown
nfed to extend very commonly into different
counties, and the fair and court, at firft, might
have made part of the fame grant.—That it is
not true, that if a fair were forfeited, a court
ufually holden with it, but belonging to another
perfon, would be fo likewife.—That the old
prefcriptive day for holding the fair would fill
continue to be the guide for fixing the prefcrip-
tive day for the court-lect.

THE committee having cleared the court, deli-
berated among themf{elves; and the counfel being
again called in, the chairman acquainted them,
that the committe had refolved,

“ Tuat the return made by John Newton,
jun. and jobn Peckham, of Mr. Luttrel and.
Mr. Wolfeley, was an illegal return.

“ ANp
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« AND that. the other twe retuss.appeared: to-

. the committee to be fo complicated together, that
they thought it their duty to go upon the merits
of the elediion, mthou punouﬂy deciding be-

.tween them.”

Tue counfel for Walter and Browne now went
into the whole that remained of their part, the
bribery by Luttrel and Wolfeley, or theiragents,
and Luurel’s ineligibility. When they had
finithed and fummed up their evidence, the
counfel on the other fide proceeded to rcmove
the imputation of bribery from Luttrel and Wol-
feley, and to fix bribery on the other two candi-
dates. Laftly, they anfwered the objetians to
Luttrel's eligibility ; and after they had fummed
up their cafe, the counfel on the other fide re~
plicd. |

Durine the trial of this petition, the com-
mittee thought fit to propofe, that the following
queftion fhould be urged by the counfel, viz.

“ WaeTHER perfons rateable, and having paid

to the rate, though that rate was made and col-
le@ed by officers illegal or doubtful, may vote
as inhabitan's paying fcot and lot.”

o Tar
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Tus edtnfel for Walter and Browne contend-
ed, that they might. They faid that fcot and lot
&xifted long before overfeers of the poor, or
poor tates; wete known in England, and for this
they appealed to the definitions in Spelman’s
Gloflary.—That the poor-rate indeed was, in
common cafes, very properly taken to be the
rule for difcavering who are to be confidered
as perfons paying fcot and lot, but that the right
of fuch perfons to vote is fo far from being
created by the poor rate, that it is neither necefs
farily connected with, nor altered by it.

THe commiittee, after hearing the counfel on
the other fide, cleared the court, and refolved,

« TuAT perfons rateable, and kaving paid to
the rate, though that rate be made by officers
illegal or doubtful, have a right to vote, as inhae
bitants paying fcot and lot.”

Ox the head of Mr. Luttrel’s ineligibility, it
appeared, from the evidence of Mr. Charles
Hartford, theperfon who executes the office he
was fuppoled to hold as deputy, that it is the
place of Cuflomer inwards in the port of Brifiol—~

That
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That it ftands in the name of one Mr. Smith,
who refides in Ireland, and the accounts are
always made out in his name. He faid, he paid
profits (amounting to between three and four
hundred pounds a year) to Luttrel, confidering
him as agent for Smith. That he had feen a
power of attorney from Smith to Luttrel, author-
rizing him to appoint a deputy for him; and
that he had received a deputation from Luttrel,
as attorney for Smith, but that afterwards, that
deputation being found to be improper, he had
deftroyed it, and had received his deputation
(which was produced and read) direéily from
Smith, That he thought, from this tranfa&ion,
that there was fuch a connetion between Smith
and Luttrel, as made it fafe for him to pay the
money to Luttrel; but that he never had con-
-fidered, whether the payments he had made to
Luttrel were ftri&tly legal, and he thought, that
if Smith were to die, he would be liable to pay
the arrears of the profits to his executors.—He

faid he was appointed by Mr. Luttrel’s in-
tereft. '

O the part of Walter and Browne it was'con-
tended, that Smith’s holding the office was mere~
ly
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ly colourable.—That Luttrel received the pro.
fits, and was in fubftance the perfon who poffeffed
the office; and that he was thereby incapable
of being ele&ed, fince the flatute of the 12th
and 13th of William III.

-

MR. LurTrEL’s counfel contended, it was
unneceflary to urge this point, as no evidence
had been given to fhew that he had any beneficial
intereft in the place. John Coxe Hippefley,
Efq. barrifter, being called on the fubje& of
Mr. Luttrel’s office, refufed to anfwer any quef-
tions which might affe® bim, as he had con-
ftantly a@ted as his confidential advifer and
counfel.

THe committee took feveral days to confider
of the merits of this eletion, after the counfel,
had clofed their evidence and their arguments.

On Friday, the 1coth of February, their chair-
man informed the boufe, that the committee had
determined,

v

“ Tuar Edward Walter, Efq. is not duly
eleted a burgels go ferve in this prefent parlia-
ment,
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ment, for the borsugh of Milborae-part, in the
county of Somerfet. ' :

« TuAT Ifaac Hawkins Browne, Efq. i3 not
duly ele&ted.

¢ Tuar the honourable Temple Luttrel, and
Charles Walfeley, Efg. areduly returned bur-
gefles to ferve in this prefent parliament, by the
return executed by Elias Qliver.”

Taere was alfo a petition, in 1772, of George
Prefcot, Efq. againft Richard Combe, Efg. the
fitting member, when the petitioner was decla~
red duly elefted; but as there is nothing in that
cafe but what is reported in the above, we fhall
not trouble our readers with a repetition of it.

A vErY ferious charge of corruption was
brought againft lord North, in the houfe of com-
mons, during his adminiftration, by the honour-
able Temple Luttrel, for inducing Thomas Hut-
chins Medlycot, Efq. one of the proprietors of
this borough, to oppofe the re-ele&ion of Mr.
Luttrel at the enfuing diffolution of parliament,
in 1780 ; when, after a full hearing, the houfe got

3 : rid
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tid-of the bufinefs in-a manner ncarly fimilar to
that of Mr. Rofe’s, in Weltminfter.

Axcient StaTE.  Milborne-port; which is a
borough town, where the houfes are fcattered in
a very irregular manner, is fituated at the dil-
tance of 116 miles fouth-weft of London. This
town has feven commonalty ftewards, who are
truftées of the profits of ’ihe lands which have
been given to the poor, out of which two are
annually chofen for the particular diftribution
of thefe profits, as well as for the cuftody of the
common feal of the borough. It has likewife
two conftables, who are invefted with very con-
fiderable powers. '

Thais borough having fent, anno 26, 28, 33,
35 Edward 1. ceafed fending till 15 Chacles L.
when it was fummoned to return members o
parliament.

CorroraTion. Ttis governed by two bailiffy
and two fub-bailiffs.

Ricur or Ertcrion. 1702, 8th Dec:—H
only in the capital bailiffs and their deputies, in
. . the ’
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the comonalty flewards, and inhabitants thereof,
paying fcot and lot.

~

NuMBER OF AcTuAL Vorxxs—g. Nomi-
NALLY—114.

RETURNING orFIcERS—The two {fub-bailiffs.

PatroNs—William Coles Medlycott, Efg. and
Edward Walter, Efq. -

STAFFORDSHIRE.

PoriTicar CHARACTER.

TH‘IS county is completely under the direc-
tion of ariftocratic influence. The marquis of
Stafford and lord Bagot, have the commanding
intereR. ‘The marquis of Bath, earl of Stamford,
earl of Uxbridge, earl Talbot, the earl of Dart-
mouth, and lord Vernon, have alfo a powerful

weight in this county ; but the arrangement of
I . parties,
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parties, always throwing the preponderance of it
into the feale of the two firft, they have gene-
rglly the digtation in the cheice of the repre-
{entatives, :

. AncieNT StATE. This county, which de-
rives its name from Stafford, is bounded on the
north-weft, by Chefhire, on the north-eaft, by
Dcrbyfhire,'on the fouth-eaft and fouth by Lei-
cefterfhire, Warwickfhire, and Worcefterthire,
and on the weft, by Shropfhire; extending forty
‘miles from north to fouth, twenty-fix from caft
1o weft, and one hundred and forty-onein circum-
ference. Stafford, which is nearly in the middle
of the county, is one hundred and thirty-five
miles north-weft of London.

Tais county contained about a third part of
" the country anciently inhabited by the Cornavii;
and the Watling-ftreet, and Ikenald-ftreet, two
of the four great Roman military ways, paflfed
_through this county. The Watling-ftreet, ex-
tending from Warwickfhire, entered Stafford-
Jhire at Falkefley-bridge, near Tamworth, and
running weftward paffed into Shropfhire, at a
{mall diftance from Brewood. lkenald-ftreet

Vour. I1. Kk entgrs
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enters the county at Stréeton, near Tufbury, and
running fouth-weft, croffes Watling-fireet, about
a mile fouth of Litchfield, then paffesinto War-

“wickthire, at the village of Hanfworth, near Bir-
mingham. Upon thefeancient roads, there have
been difcovered in this county confiderable re-
mains of Roman antiquities.

It is feated in the province of Canterbury,
and diocefe of Litchfield and Coventry, and has
one hundred and fifty parifhes. It is divided
into five hundreds, containing the city of Litch-
field and feventeen market-towns, and fends ten
‘members to parliament, viz. two knights of the
fhire for the county, two citizens for the city of
Litchfield, and two reprelentatives for each of
the following boroughs, Stafford, Tamworth, and
Newcaftle under Line. '

‘ STAFFORD TOWN.

Poriticar CuaracTer. This town acknow-
ledges no patron ; but how far it may ftand clear
of corruption, we do not take upon us to deter-
mine. As there has been no public accufation

. ‘ of
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of that crinre before the houfe of commons, or
any other tribunal, it is far from our purpofe to
ftep out of our way to explore its recefles. We
confine ourfelves to alts of notoriety, and fuch
as have provoked the interpofition of the legif-
lature, or incurred the chaftifement of national
juftice. The eleftors have at préfent the honour.
of giving a feat to one of the moft thining orna+
ments of the Britith fenate, who.poffeffes thofe
genuine prirciples of liberty which have ever
diftinguithed his great political leader, Mr. Fox,
and which were never difplayed to greater ad«
vantage, than when his eloquence difpelled the
cloud of prejudice, which was artfully and malig-
nantly intended to envelop the luftre of the
French revolution. The family of lord vifcount
Chetwynd, of Ingeftre, in this county, had for-
merly a confiderable intereft in this town; but
that has ceafed fince the eftates became the pro-
perty of earl Talbot, the prefent poffeffor.

AncienT StaTe. Stafford, which gives name
to the county, and was formerly its principal town,
ftands on the river Sow, over which it has a hand-
fome ftone-bridge ; and is, in Doomfday-book,
which was written in the reign'of William the

Kka - Con-
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Conqueror, called a city; but it does not ap
pear to have been incorporated before the reign
of king Johm

Uron a lofty hill, to the weftward of the town,
flood Stafford caftle; but thereare now only a few
ruins of the walls remaining.. This was the feat
of the earls of Stafford, who derive their title
from this town. Here is an ancient cuftom, cal«
led Borough Englifh, by which, if the father
dies inteftate, the youngeft fon inherits the lands
_ lying within the liberties of the town.

. Tuis borough fent anno 23 Edward I. and
was incorporated anno g Kdward V1.

. CorporaTion. It is governed by a mayor, a
tecorder, ten aldermen, and twenty common-
councilmen. Here the county affizes and quar-
ter-feflions are always kept. -

- Ricur or ELecrion. 1710, 25th Jan.—The
fons of buggefles, and thofe who have ferved
apprentices feven years in the borough, have &
right (upon demand thcreof) to be made bur-
gefles of the faid borough :
1738,
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1729, £7th Nov.—Is in the mayor, aldermen,
and burgefes, refiant within the faid borough.

1724, 4th Feb.—Per{ons made burgefles of
the faid borough, fince the death of John Dol-
phin, Efg. late member of parliament for the
faid borough, (not being fons of burgefles, or not
having ferved feven years apprenticefhip within
the faid borough) had not a right to vote in the
late eleftion of a burge(s to ferve in this prefent
parliament for the faid borough.

-

Numsrr or voTERS~—About 400,

RerurNiNG Orricer—The Mayor, -

LITCHFIELD.

PorrticaL Cuaracter. This city, which,
in conjunction with Coventry, is a bifhop’s fee,
is uninfluenced in the eleGion of its members of
parliament. The right of eletion is of a very
complex kind, being in the bailiff, magiftrates,
frecholders of forty fhillings a year, and all that
hold by burgage tenure, together with fuch free,
men only as are inrolled. It is a county of itfelf,

-and
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and contains a jurifdiction of about ten or twelve
miles in compafs ; on which account the theriff,
oa the 1gth of September, rides round the bounds
and gives a feaft to the corporation and neigh-
bouring gentry.

Ancient State. The name of this city is,
according to fome authors, a corruption of Li~
cidfeld, its ancient Britith name, which fignifies
a field of carcafes, a great flaughter of Chriftians
having been made here in the perfecution under
.the empe;’or Dioclefian; but Dr, Stukely affirms,
that it received its name from the marfhy bog
which furrounds the church, the word Loche
ﬁgnifying a watery place.

LircurieLp ftands in a valley, three miles
fouth of the Trent, and is divided by a ftream
which runs into that river. That part of the town
which ison the fouth fide of this ftream, is termed
the City, and that on the nerth fide is called the
Clofe, from its being encampaffed with a wall
and dry ditch on every fide, except that next the
City, which is much the largeft part, and is join.
ed to the Clofe by two bridges,

Tuis



!

LITCHFIELD. 503

. ‘Tars place arofe from the ruins of a Roman
town, named Etocetum, about a mile diftant,.
where the Ikening and Watling-ftreet crofs each
other, and is now called Chefterficld-wall, from
fome remains of" its fortifications.

It was made a metropolitan fee by king Offa;
and, togcther with Coventry, is the fec of a
bithop. About the year 789, king Offa, by the
favour of pope Adrian, conftituted it an archi.:
epifcopal fee; but Litchfield, about ten years
after, loft this honour, and its church and dio-
cefe were again rendered fubject to the metro-
politan fee of Canterbury. In 1075, this fee
was tranflated to Chefter, and from thence, in
1102, to Coventry; but fqon after the bifhops
fettled here again,

LitcurieLp gives the title of earl to the fa.
mily of Lee.

THis city having fent to parliament, anno
33 Edw. L. 4,5, 6,7, 20 Edw. JI. and 1, 14,
27 Edw. IlI. intermitted fending till the reign
of Edw. V1. who reftored and incorporated it.

CoRrQa
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CosroraTioN. It is governed by two bailiffs,
a recorder, fheriff, and twenty-four burgefles.

Ricut oF ELecTiON. 1501, 10 Mar.—The
bailiff, magiftrates, ‘frecholders of forty thillings
a year, and all that hold by burgagc tenure, have
a right to vote.

Sucu freemen only of the faid city as are in-
rolled, and pay fcot and lot, have a right to
vote. A

SucH freemen of the taylors company as are
enrolled in the old book of the conftitutions of
the taylors company, in the faid city, have not a
right to vote. o

‘Such freemen only of the taylors company as
are enrolled in the new book of the conftitutions
of the taylors company, in the city of Litchfield,
have a right to vote. ’

To thefe refolutions the houfe agreed.

1718, 10 Dec.—Is in the bailiff, magiftrates,
frecholders of forty fhillings per annum, -and-all
that hold by burgage tenure,and in fuch freemen

only
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only of the faid city as are enrolled, paying fcot
and lot there.

NuMmsER OF VOTERS—600.

ReTurRNING OFFicERS—The fheriff and bai-
liffs.

NEWCASTLE UNDER LINE.

Porrricar Cuaracter. The right of elec~
tion in this borough has been attended with that -
fingularity which diftinguithes the abfurdity and
folly of the prefent deranged fyftem of partial
reprefentation.

Tuis right has three times been the fubject of
parliamentary inveftigation ; viz. in 1624, 1705,
and, laftly, in 1792 ; the firft determination was in
favour of ancient cuftom, which was that of the
freemen refidents, who did not forfeit their claim
till a year and a day after they had left the
town ; the fecond, and laft, have been confined
to the queftion of refidence for the year and day
that they had actually ceafed to refide, which in
both cafes was decided againtt this ridiculous -
claim,

In
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In the trial of the laft petition, which was
that of Thomas Fletcher, Efq. and Clement
Rynnerfley, Efq. againft Sir Archibald Mac-
donald and the Hon. John Levefon Gower, the
fitting members, it appeared in evidence, that
a great part of this borough was the property of
the marquis of Stafford, whofe influence directs
the cho_ice of the eletors; and that it is very
cuftomary for the burgefles, who are the eletors,
to live ten, fifteen, and twenty years, in their
houfes, wrthout paying any rent, and that the pre-
fent members are the brather, and fon-in-law of
that nobleman!!

Uron the trial of the above petition, the
counfel for the petitioners ftated the right of
eletion to be in the mayor, bailiffs, and bur-
gefles or freemen, whofe place of refidence, at
the time of their giving their votes, was in the
faid borough; or who, at fuch time, have no
place of refidence elfewhere, and who have never
been abfent from the borough for the fpace of a
year and a day without interruption, fince they
were admitted to the freedom thereof, or whofe
families (if they were mafters of families) have
not been abfent for the fpace of time aforefaid

' without
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without interr,uption, after the time of the a&-
miffion of fuch burgefles or freemen, having fa-
milies, to the freedom of the faid borough.

THe counfel for the fitting members ftated
the right of election to be in the.freemen refid-
ing in the borough of Newcaftle, and not re-
ceiving alms or church-bread; and that perfons
living a year and a day out of the borough loft
their freedom.

THe committee determined, that neither of
the ftatements delivered in by the petitioners, or
fitting members, were the fpecific right of voting
for this borough, but that the right was, « In
“ the freemen refiding in the borough of New-

¢« caftle under Line.”

Ancient StaTe, Newcaftle under Line re-
ceives its name from a caftle now in ruins, built
in the reign of Henry III. which was called
New, to diftinguifh it from an older caftle,
which ftood at Chefterton, a village in its neigh-
bourhood, and was afterwards called Newcaftle
under Ling, or Lime, from its fituation upon the
caft fide of a branch of the Trent, called the

I3 Line,
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Line, or Lime; but the caftle bas been long
Jevelled with the ground. It s fituated fourteem
miles north by weft of Stafford, thirt\y-ong
north-weft of Litchfield, and one hundred and
forty.nine north-weft of London.

Tuis borough was incorporated by king
Henry 1. and again by queen Elizabeth and
king Charles II. and began to fend members
‘anno 27 Edward I11.

, CorroraTroN. It is governed by a mayor,
two bailiffs, and twenty-four cemmon-council-

men,

Tue corporation has a court for holding pleas,
for any fum t\mdcr 40l

RiGHT or ELecTioN—1624, 9 April. Was
(before the charter) in the mayor, bailiffs, and
common-councilmen; and it was refolved, That
the late conftitution altered not the former cuf-
tom.

1705, 27 February. The right was agreed to
be in the mayor, burgeffes, and freemen, refident
within the borough.

17 92,
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1992, March 21. In the freemen refiding in
the borough of Newcattle under Line.

- NumBEtr or voTERs—664.
- RerurninG orricxr—The Mayor.

PaTroN—Marquis of Stafford.

TAMWORTH.

Poriticar Cuaractsr. This borough was
the joint property of the Marquis Townthend,
and the Marquis of Bath; but the latter hav-
ing fold his fhare to Mr. Peel, the banker,
that gentleman has eftablithed a confiderable
manufactory here, and is one of its prefent
members. o

TFue frecholders had formerly votes, in com-
mon with the inhabitant houfeholders ; but they
loft that privilege by a refolution of the houfe of
commons, 1722.

ANciENT Stars. Tamaworth, receives its
name from the river Thame, by which it is {o
equally divided, that half of the town ftands on the

3 weft
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weft fide of that river in Staffordfhire, and the
other half in Warwickfhire; for which reafon
each fide choofes a reprefentative in parliament ;
the borough is by fome writers placed in Staf-
fordfhire, and by others, in Warwickfhire.
When it was built does not appear; but it muft
have been very ancient, as king Offa had a feat
here, in the year 781.

THi1s town appears to have been incorporated
by queen Elizabeth, and firft fent to parliament
in the fifth year of her reign.

. CorroraTion.—Confifts of two bailiffs, a re-
corder, and twenty-four principal burgeffes.

THE corporation have power to keep a three
weeks court of record, and a court-lect twice
a year; they have alfo a jail, and a common

feal.

Ricur or ELecTion—1698, ¥7 March. Is
in the inhabitants paying fcot and lot, and in
fuch perfons as have frecholds within the faid
borough, whether refident in the faid borough or

-not.

1722,
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1422, 23 January. Is'in the inhabitants-be-
ing houfeholders, paying {cot and lot, and . not -
zeceiving alms. . '

NumsaEer oF voTers—About 250.
ReTuRNING orFrcERs—The two. bailiffs.

' Patrons—Marquis Townthend and Robert
Peel, Efq. » '

SUFFOLK.

Poritrcat CuaracTer. This county pofl-
fefles much independent fpirit, which it never
fails to exert when called forth into a&ion.
In the year 1784, the people, in confequence
of the conneftions of Sir T. C. Bunbury,
Bart. with the coalition formed by lord North
and Mr. Fox, propofed, as a candidate. for
their reprefentation, Jothua Grigby, Efq. with
whofe attachment to the caufe..of liberty in
all its branches, and averfion to ariftocratic influ-
ence, they were well acquainted ; and their exer-
‘tions in his favour were finally fuccefsful. At
‘the laft eleion in 1790, Mr. Grigby.declined
the honour that was intended him, when 'Sir
) Gerard
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Gerard Vanneck was thaught the beft fybRinte
to fu})ply the place of that gentleman. The
fuccefs of the independent yeomanry would im
this inftance, as well as the former one, bhave
been certain, but for the union of {o many he-
terogeneous fubflances, as adminiftration, op-
pofition and ariftocracy. The jun&ion of all
thefe parties, and the intereft arifing from it,
was hardly fufficient to overthrow and fubdue
the laudable efforts which were ufed againft it,
as appears by the poll; when the numbers were,

For Sir T. C. Bunbury, Bart. 3065
Sir J. Rous, Bart. 2785
Sir Gerard Vanneck, Bart. 3047

Axcisnt Stats, Suffolk, which fignifies
South-folk, or Southern people, was fo called
by the Saxons, on account of its being inbabited
by the fouthern branch of the Eaft-Angles, and
20 exprefs its fituation, with refpe@ to the nos-
thern people of that nation, in the county of
Norfolk. It is a maritime county, bounded on
the eaft, by the German ocean ; on the north, by
Norfolk, from which it is feparated by the ri-
vers, the Little Oufe, and the Waveny; on the

weft,
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vielt, by Cambiidgethire, and on the fouth dy
Effek, from which it is divided by the river
Stour. '

Tuts county, at the invafion of the Romans,
was part of the territory inhabited by the Icenig
and Mr. Camden, from the fimilitude of the
names of feveral villages, is of opinion, that it
was the diftriét in which they principally refided.
Here were two Roman ftations on the weftern
fide of the county, upon the military way called
Ermine-ftreet; and the remains of fortifications, .
barrews; ahd Roman coins, have been found
here, in as great plénty as in ether parts of Eng-
land. : )

Tnis county is divided into two parts; the
firft, called the franchife or liberty of St. Ed-
mund, which contains the weftern part of the
county ; and the fccond, called the geldable
-lahd, coatains the eaftern part. Each of thefe
furnifies  diftin& grand jury at the coanty af-
~fizes; In the franchifes, the iffues and forfei-~
tarts dre piid to the lords of the liberties, and
in the geldable part, they are paid to the kings:
There are likewife two other general divifions

Vou. II. L1 of
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of this county, into High Suffolk and Low Sufa
folk, which is fubdivided into twenty-two hun-
dreds. It is fituated in the province of Canter-
bury and diocefe of Norwich; has 575 parithes,
29 market towns, and fends fixteen members to
parliament. '

IPSWICH.

PoriticaL CHarAcTER. This borough is in-
dependent of influence, except what may be cor-
suptly eftablifbed by the candidates, or their
agerits, at the time of elelion, as the following
cafe, which was tried before a committee of the
houfe of commons, in 1780, will explain: the
petition of Charles Alexander Crickitt, Efq.
ftated, that Mr. Cator, the fitting member, had,
by 'himfelf or his agents, after the tefte of the
writ, been guilty of a moft notorious and fla-
grant attempt to bribe the corporation of Ipfwich
to ele&t him, by offering a large fum of money to
them for that purpofe ; that he had, in the fame
manner, been guilty of bribing the eleftors of
the borough, by promifes of prefents, and by

treating ;
5
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Yreating; that one of the returning officers was
4n avowed agent of Mr, Cator, and did, by his
dire&ion, corrupt the ele@ors to vote for him ;
in confequence whereof, tany df them did vote
for him.; that by thefe ‘means Mr. Cator -bad:
procured dn illegal majority of votes over the
petitioner, who would otherwife have been
. €lefted anid returned. ;

No obje&tion was made to the ele&ion of Mr.
Middleton. By the opening of the cafe it ap-
peared, that the pétitioner éndeavoired to avoid
the ele&ion of Mr: Cator, by proceeding upon
allthe charges in the petition ; and accordingly
evidence was produted upon all bf them.

Uron the firlt point the fblibwing fas were
givenin evidence:

THE eleflors of this borough are two bailiffs,
ten portmen, twenty-four common-council men,
and an indefinite number of freemen ; they
have been for a long time divided into two par-
ties, diftinguithed by the names of Blues and
Yellows; at the head of the former are the com-

mon-councilmen ; the latter is headed by the
Ll2 portmen.
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portmen.” The Yellows hagd bees predomimant
“at the late eleftions; Mr. Wqllalton, one of the
late membess, had been fupported by them, and
being #bread 3t the time of the late elefion,
his brother, the Rev. Dr. Wollafton, propofed
him a8 a candidate upan that intereft. Mr,
Stauntop, the otber late member, declined this
cleGtion. Mr. Middleton was fupported by the
Blues, on which intereft he had failed in the laft
sontef.

Tae laft eleCion happened on Saturday, the
4d of April : in the preceding week, the Blues
had propofed to the Yellows to fupport Wollaf~
ton, if the Yellows would fupport Middleton,
and thus fettle their differences; but this was
rejetted b) the Yellows, who then had hopes of
carrying both members; and they perfuaded Dy,
Wollafton, againft his own inclination, to join
with Cator, whom they had invited to ftand:
about the fame time, the portmen, who were told
by Dr. Wollafton that he would fpend no money
in the ele@ion, afked him to withdraw his broa
ther; which he refufed. Cator was at this time
a ftranger ‘to the borough. On the Menday
before the election, Dr. Wollatton, by appoint«
: . ment,
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ment, met Mr. Cator at thé houfe of Mr. Corn-
wall, 2 banker in Ipfwich, and partnér in that
bufinefs with the bailiff Spooner. Here thefé
threc held 2 converfation about the election:
Cornwall, who had beforé been fold by Pr.
Wollafton, that he would not fpend more than
jo0l. on the eletion, and had communicated
this to Mr. Cator, in this converfation faid to
Dr. Wollafton, « he had eftimated the expence
« at about 2000l ; that Cator was willing to ad-
* vance 1700l. of this fum, if Wollafton would
¢« anfwer for the remaining 300l.”” This being
agreed to by the latter, Cornwall faid, « if the
@ expences were to be paid at- his bank, he
“ fhould expect a depofit of the money before
« hand ;” this was likewife agreed'to, and then
they went about the town on a joint canvas for
Wollafton and Cator. On the fame day Cator
paid 1700l inte Cornwall's banking-houfe; on
the next day, at Cator’s defire, she above agree-
ment- was put in writing and-figned; it is as
follows :

« Mr. Wallafton, by Dr. Wollafton, depofits
300l in thehands of Mefits. Alexander, Corn-
« wall, and Spooner; and John Cator having

{3 dCPOﬁth
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¢ depofited 1700l in the fame hands, for the,
« purpofe of paying the cxpences already in-
« curred, and whxch may be incurzed, for thcu-
« election; and it is agreed,. if the expence is
“ lefs than 20001, all the money remaining thall
« be returned to John Cator; and if the ex-
“ pences exceed 2000l. all above that fum is to
“ be paid in equal portions by Dr. Wollaﬁoq.
“ and John Cator. In witnefs whereof, they
« have fet thcu' names this 3oth March, 1784.

« Frep. WopLasTon.

“ JQ"N. Cartor.

N B. « If thc cxpcncc does not amount to
¢ xzool Dr Wollafton is to have rctumcd the
f‘_.prqport'wn of one to four.” "

- Ds. Woﬂaftoﬁ in his evidence faid, he had no
knowledge of clection matters, nor of the pam-
cular expences, or the manner in which they
were incurred, in an elcéhon at Ipfwich; he
had heard that a great dcal was mcurred on ac-
count of the out-voters;' and being told by
Cornwall, that the expences of the former elec-
tion had exceeded the abovc fum, he relied on
his eftimate, as he made it, without kno_wmg

. . o "~ how, '
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how, in particular, the money was to be applied ;
but he underftood it was for neceffary joint ex-
pences of the eletion, and not to be ufed for
any purpofes in which both parties were not
concerned ; and that no unlawful ufe would be-
made of it. Cornwalil was to difburfe the money,
and to return the remainder, if any, with an ac-
count. He wifhed the tranfaction to have been
kept fecret, though not from any notion of jts
being wrong; but found it was known to all his.
principal friends in the corporation.

In the courfe of the canvas, he perceived his:
brother’s intereft to have declined confiderably,
and hereupon determined, after confulting one
or two private friends, to withdraw his name,
on being indemnified the expences at that time
incurred. On the Thurfday before the ele&ion,
at Cornwall’s houfe, in the prefence of Cator,
Cornwall, Spooner, Notcote the town clerk, and
one or two more of the corporation, he faid, he
feared his brother might fail, and afked them,
« If Middleton fhould be at the head of the
« poll, whom they would defert, Cator or his
« brother ** To this queftion no an{wer was
made; upon which he faid to them, I now fee

¢ you
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“ you would defert my brother- and fupport Care
“ tor;” hereupon Notcote came forward andk:
faid, « What would our enemies, fay of us.if we.
¢ fhould not, as he pays fo much mote tham
« yau.” No more was faid on the fybjeft. In.
the afternoon of that day, Dg. Wollafton affered
te withdraw his brather, accarding. to his ficft re«

folution, and Mr Cator agreed to repay him.
what he had laid out upon his canvas: as to

the 300l. he had not paid it into the bank.

MR. CornNwaLL in his evidence faid, that he-
had known Mr, Cator before, and wauld have
trufted him with apy fum, byt would not have
given credit tg the partics iqintly{ for which
reafon, he defired 3. depofit, as he had before
found difficylties in getting the mongy advanced ;
that he believed the 17001. was intended for the,
common expences of the clettion, jointly with
_ the 3001, but that it was lable to fuch: ufes as
Gator might think proper, and he might have,
drawn for it without defraying the expences : on
being afked © Where then was the fecurity of
« the depofit?’> hg. faid, it. was fo, notwith.
fianding, in his mind. Being afked if he did
not knpw, beforg. the mecting of. Cator and

Wollafton,
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Woltafton, that the former was: to make:a depo<
fit? he faid, he could not recollect this with
certainty; he was not fure, but believed not.
He delivered in an account current of hjs houfe
with Cator for the 1700 1. of which, about 1100l.
was fpent, the reft was repaid to him on a
draught of the s4th of May; the difburfement
of the money was made under the dire&ion of
Spooner. Mr. Cornwall faid, he himfelf was
no corporatar.

AL the expences were paid out of his fund,

IN order to fhew that the lawful expences of
.the clection, particularly the travelling charges
of the out-voters, could not require fuch a fum
as Mr. Cator placed in Cornwall’s hands, the
counfel for the petitioner gave in evidence the
following account of the fituation of the voters
for him, which had been examined with the poll,
and the diftances proved ;-

LBT
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LIST of the out-voTErs for Cator, and of the
diftances of their refidence from Ipfwich.

Miles. Voters,

Refident at Harwich, diftant 11 - 37
Ditto, withip . = - 5 - 8
Ditto, between - - s§&10 - 13
Ditto - = = 10&15 - 13
Ditte - - s 15820 - 12
Bitto - - - 20& 30 - 10
Ditto - - =« 30&40 - 5
Ditto = = 40&50 - 4
Ditto - - - 56 &6o0 - 3

Ditto (including London and
its envirdns) - - 60 & 70 = 39
Ditto, between - - 70& 80 - 17

o 158
Voters for Cator refident at Ipfwich 139
Total 297‘

Uron the charge of corrupting the electors,
the falts proved were as follow :

AN extenfive diftribution of monpey was
made, after the election, to many of the out+
vptery for lofs of time, with the approbation

. of
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of Mr. Cator, out of the fum in the bankery
‘bands ; thirteen voters, refident in London or ity
neighbourhood, who were examined before the
committee, were paid three guineas each imme-
diatcly after the election; they had all their
travelling expences paid befides; this fum was
given without enquiry into their circumfances,
or the profits of their feveral employments,
which were various; fome being capable of
carning five or fcycn fhillings a day, and others
two fhillings; they were abfent from their bufi-
nefs, fome four days, fome five ; to none of them
was any dire&t expe&aglon given of a reward for
their votes; two or three were told, when can-
vafled by Catoxf s agent, Prigg, whom he had
employed to canvas and convey voters to Ipf-
wich, that « they fhould be fatisfied for lofs of
“ time.” Some of them had voted at former
clcéhons, and had received a fimilar gratuity,
and faid they cxpe&cd it at this. One man faid
to the commlttce, « he could not tcll what the
« three guineas were for, unlcfs for his vote,”
One, when canvaﬂ'ed by Cator’s agent, bargamed
that his fon fhould go and take up his frecdom,
and was aftcrwards paxd ﬁve guineas by the
fame perfon, for hlmfclf and hls fon, though his

fon dld not votc. ’
THE
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‘THE greater number of thefe thirteen did nee
promife their votes to Cator before they went to
Ipfwich, though they travelled there at his ex-
pence. They voted for Middleton and Cator.

Five voters, refident at Harwich, likewife
gave: their evidence to the committee: thefo
men, in the fame circumftances as the others
from London, had in the fame manner received
a guinea and a half a-piece; and it appeared
that the fame fum was given to moft of the Har-
wich voters. Harwnch is eleven miles diftant
from Ipfwich, and the paffage by water (their
ufual way of going thither) cofts fixpence: they
were abfent on Saturday and Sunday. Yo all
" thefe Cator was a ftranger at the time of the
ele@ion, and fome of them came to Ipfwich in-
tending to vote for Wollafton, )

It was admitted by the counfel on both fides,
that Middleton and Cator had no joint expences
in the elettion. And it was either proved or
admitted, that all the London voters generally
received three guineas a-piece after the cle@ion,
out of the money depofited.

Urox
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Ueonx the charge againft Spooner, thefe facts .
appesred in evidence,

Turat he had a very extenfive influence in
Ipfwich; that he canvafled the town for Wol
lafton and Cator, and afterwards for Cator
fingly ; wrote letters foliciting votes for him,
and in particular to Prigg, before mentioned,
in London, to canvas for him and Wollafton,
whofe bills of expences he paid, and te whom
he gave, or fent money to pay fome of the
London voters the three guineas; he likewife
told Prigg, that he had given one Buracy
onc hundred and fifty guineas for paying exe
pences. In Cator’s prefence he fent an agent to
London, in order to accompany the freemen to
Ipfwich, and afterwards paid him for his
trouble. He gave orders at two inns for enter-
taining fome of the London voters, and after-
wards paid the bills. He paid fome of the
Harwich voters a guinea and a half for lofs of
time; in Cator’s prefence he told one who had
voted, that he fhould have three guineas when

he came to London; and paid feveral bills of the
tled:lon expences. -

Bzing
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* Beinc éxaminéd himfelf, he faid he had donéd
every thing in the eletion which one ftiend
does far another; had voted for Cator, and, as
a banker, paid his draughts for the expencés.

The followirig évidencé was given of one pard
ticular charge of bribery by Spooner.

One Reéynolds, wha had voted in the eleftiont
in 1780, for Staunton and Wollafton, had been
employed at the fame time in fome ele&ion
bufinefs for that party; upon whom he now had
a demand of 4l. 16s: for expences then in<
curred, and net paid. He met Spooner at Ipf<
wich at this laft election, and afked him, why
this demand had not been paid according to hiy
(Spooner’s) promife? Spooner told him, « it
« fhould be fettled; that Wollaffoh had de-
“ clined, Cator was in his intereft :* wherecupon
he went to the poll, and voted for Cator and
Middleton. Reynolds faid in his evidence, he
fhould not have voted for the Yellows, if he had:
not been made eafy on this demand. This man
went to Ipfwich on the part of Middleton, and
was paid three guineas by his agent afier the
election.

’ Uroxn



1PSWICH.- : 511

Uron thefe falls, the counfel for the petitioner

agreed, That the election of Mr. Cator had been

obtained by corrupt influence, and muft be de-
clared void.

June 18. The committee determined, ¢ That
« peither the fitting member nor the petitioner
« were duly elected, and that the laft ele&tion
“ was void as to Mr. Cator.”

A NEw writ was accordingly iffued, and Mr.
Crickitt was unanimoulfly elected.

At the laft general eletion in 1790, Mr.
Middleton and Mr. Crickitt were oppofed by Sir
John Hadley D’Oyley and major Rochfort. At
the clofc of the poll the numbers were, for

Sir John Hadley D'Oyley 323

C. A. Crickitt, Efq. 312
William Middleton, Efg. 299 .
Major Rochfort 243

By the event of this poll, the borough loft, in
Mr. Middleton, a reprefentative, whofe indepen-
dence was an ornament to the Britifh fenate. .
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IPSWICH.

AxcieNt Stare. Iplwich, is a corruption
of its old Saxon name, Gyperfwic, which it re-
ceived from its fituation on the river Gipping.
It is fituated eighteen miles north-eaft of Colchef-
ter, fifty-four fouth-weft of Yarmouth, twelve
nortb-weft of Harwich, and fixty-eight north-
eaft of London.

IT is a town of great antiquity, and had char-
ters and a mint as early as the reign of king
John. This town enjoys feveral confiderable
privileges, fuch as the paffing of fines and reco~
veries, trying both civil and criminal caufes, and
even holding pleas of the crown. The affize of
wine, bread, and beer, is alfo appointed by the
magiftrates. The corporation has an admiralty
jurifdiction, and is entitled to all waifs, ftrays,
and goods caft on fhore, within that jurifdiction,
which includes all the coaft of Suffolk, and ex-
tends, on the Effex coaft, beyond Harwich. No
freeman can be compelled to ferve on juries out.
of the town, or be obliged to bear any office for
the king, except that of fheriff of the county.

3 Here
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Here is a town-hall and a council-chamber; a
thire-hall for the count'y feflions; and in‘a part
of an ancient monaftery, is held the quarter-fef~
fions for the Ipfwich divifion ;-another part -of
which building is converted into a jail,

Tuis town fent ab orsgine.

CorporaTION. By charter of Charles II. it
" is governed by two bailiffs, a recorder, ten port-
men, and twenty-four common~councilmen.

Ricur or ELEcTION.—17106, 3d February. Is
in the bailiffs, portmen, common-councilmen,
and freemen at large, not receiving alms.

1714, 31 March. Portmen, are an effential
conftituent part of the great court for making
freemen of the faid borough; without fome of
which portmen being prefent, the faid court
cannot be held.

1714‘, 1 April. A motion being made, and
the queftion being put, that the perfons voted
" freemen at the pretended great courts held in
the corporation of Ipfwich, 15 June, 7 Auguft,
" Vou, II. Mm 25
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25 and 28 September, 1711, without any le.
gal portmen then prefent, were duly made,
and have a right to vote for members to ferve in
parliament for the borough of Ipfwich ; it paffed
in the negative.

NuMBER OF VOTERS—623.

RETURNING OFF1cERs—The two bailiffs. .

DUNWICH.

PoriticaL CHARACTER. Thistown, which was
formerly the moft confidesable in the county of
Suffolk, and the fee of 3 bithop, is now reduced
to 2 meen village of about thirty houfes, with
only one church left, and that in part demolifh-
ed. It fill, however, retains the mame of a
corporation, having two bailiffs, and twelve
capital burgefles, all of whom refide in other
parifhes, and never affemble here but upon elec~
tion purpofes, for the choice of bailiffs, or mem~
bers of parliament.

TuE deftruélion of this borough was oecafior-
ed by the incurfion of the fea, feven of its pa—
rifhes out of eight having been deftroyed : and
the encroachment that is Rill making, will pro-

4 ~ bably,
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bably, in a few years, oblige the conftituent body
to betake themfelves to a boat, whenever the
king’s writ fhall fummon them to the exercife of
their eleftive funflions; as the neceffity of ad-
hering to forms, in tht farcical folemnity of bo-
rough elettions, is not to be difpenfed with.

THis is one of thofe places which, with Or-
ford, in this county, Caftle Rifing, in Norfolk,
Gatton, in Surrey, Old Sarum, in Witthire,

- with many others, which have {carcely the ap-
pearance of having ever been the feat of popu~
lation,. ele& a majority of the houfe of commons,
while the towns of Birmingham, Manchefter, Shef.
field, Leeds, Halifax, and Wolverhampton,
which are the firft in opulence, manufaéture, and
population, are as much excluded from all fhare
in the legiflature of their country, as Pekin, or
Conftantinople.

Tue right of ele@ion in this borough (if we
may be allowed to call it by fuch a name), is in
the freemen, inhabiting within the remains of
the borough, and not receiving alms.

ANcienT STATE. Dunwich, which was for-
merly a celebrated city, and a confiderable fea-
Mm 2 port,
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port, is now a remarkable proof of the inftability
of all fublunary things; it being reduced to a
mean village of about thirty-five houfes, and
only one church left, which is in part demolifhed ;
notwithftanding which, it fill retains the name
of a corporation. i

. In the firft year of the reignof king John, it
had a charter of liberties, in which the burgefles,
among other things, had the privilege of giving,
{elling, or otherwife difpofing of, their lands and
houfes, within the town, at pleaflure. This char-
ter coft thecitizens three hundred marks, befides
ten falcons, and five gyr falcons. In the reign of
Rich. I. Dunwich was finedone thoufand and fix-
ty marks, Orford fifteen, Ipfwich two hundred,
and Yarmouth two hundred, for the unlawful
practice of fupplying the enemy with corn;
which may give fome infight into the trade of
thefe towns at that time.

Here were fix, if not eight parifh churches;
namely, St. John’s, (which was a- reCtory, .and
{eems to have been fwallowed up by the fea about
the year 1§40;) St. Martin’s, St. Nicholas’s, and
St. Peter’s, which were likewife reories ; and St.
’ Leonard’s,
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Leonard’s, and All Saints, which were impro-
priated. The regifter of Eye alfo mentions the
churches of St. Michael and St. Bartholomew,
which were fwallowed up by the fea before the

year 1331,

THe walls, which encompafs upwards of feven
. acres of land, had three gates. That to the caft-
ward is quite demolithed ; but the arches of the
two gates tothe weftward continue pretty firm,
and have fomething curious in their workman-
thip, but are almoft covered with ivy. This
town being built on a hill confifting of loam and
fand, itis no wonder the fea had fuch an effe@ up-
on it, as to undermine and wafh itaway.

Turs town fent ab origine,

CorproraTiON. Confifts of two bailiffs, and
twelve capital burgeffes.

Ricur or ErLecTioN—16g1, 8th and 22d
December. Is not in the - freemen of the faid
borough, commonly called out-fitters, as well as
in the freemen inhabiting within the faid bo.
rough, b

Is
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Isonly in the freemen inhabiting within the
faid borough.

1695, 25th November. Is in the freemen of
' the faid borough, commonly called out-fitters, as
well as in the freemen inhabiting within the faid
borough.

1708, gth February, Is only in the freemen
inhabiting within the faid borough, not receiving
alms. '

NuMBER OF VOTERS—ADbout 14.
REeTURNING OFFICERS—The bailiffs.

Patrons——Sir Jofhua Vanneck and M.
Barne,

ORFORD. -

Poriticar CHaracTER. The corporation of
this borough confifts of a mayor, recorder, eight
portmen, and twelve capital burgeffes, in all
twenty-two, in whom the right of eleétion is veft-
ed. The number is feldom complete, there be~
ing fcarcely ever more than ten or twelve, who
are chiefly compofed of the fons and relations of
the carl of Hertford, It was formerly a town of

greag
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great commerce, but it is now only a decayed
village, owing to the fea having, for fome time
paft, withdrawn itfclf from it. ‘The conftituent
and reprefentative body being made up of this
nobleman’s family, the ufual mode of canvaffing
is laid afide, and the eleGion made among
themfelves, without trouble or expence.

Ancient StaTe.  Orferd is feated ten miles to
the eaftward of Woodbridge, and derives its
name from a ford over the river Ore, near the
mouth of which it ftands. It is fituated eighty-
eight miles from London, and was incorporated
by "Hen. 111

THE earlieft account we hear of it is in the
reign of Hen. I. when Bartholomew Glanville was
governor. It was once the capital feat of Peter
de la Valoines, and was lately in the poffeffion of
Pryce Devereux, lord vifcount Hereford, whofe
executors fold it to the right honourable the earl
of Hertford, who now poffeflesit. This town,
which gives the title of earl to lord Walpole,
had a charter, with great privileges, granted to
it by Rich. 11I. and was certainly a much lar-
ger place formerly than itis at prefent, as it fent

three
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three fhips, and fixty-two men to the fiege of
Calais, in the year 1359..

THis town having fent to all the parliaments in
the reign of Edw. L. difcontinued fending till the
reignof Hen, VIII,

CorroraTiON. Confifts of a mayor, ecight
portmen, and twelve capital burgeffes,

RiGHT OF ELECTION. 1699, 10th Feb, Isin
the mayor, portmen, capital burgeflfes, and
freemen, of the faid borough.

1708, 29th Jan. Is in the mayor, portmen,
capital burgefles, and freemen, nat receiving

alms.

NuMBER OF VOTERS—12,
ReTurNING oFFiceR—The Mayor,

Patron—Earl of Hertford.

ALDBOROUGH.

Poriticar Cuaracter. The right of elecs
tion was anciently in the inhabitants paying fcot
and lot within this borough ; but, by the refolution

of
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of 1709, it is confined to the bailiffs, burgeffes, '
and freemen, not receiving alms; which right is
again further limited, by a fubfequent refolution
of 1715, omitting the word freemen, and adding
that of refident, by which it is now underftood to
bein the bailiffs and burgeffes, refident withjn the
faid borough, and not receiving alms.

THE corporation confifts of about thirty bur.
gefles, and two bailiffs, who are the returning
officers. Mr. Crefpigny, who has the influence
of the corporation of Sudbury, is alfo patron of
of this borough.

AncieNT StaTe. Aldborough receives its
pame from the river Ald, which runs near the
fouth end of it. * It is pleafantly fituated in a pe-
ninfula, called Slaughden Valley, formed by the
river on the weft fide, and the fea on the eaft. It
confifts only of two ftreets,neara mile in length,
running parallel to each other; the fea has, in the
prefent century, fwallowed up one whole ftreet,
which was parallel to the other two.

Tuis place never fent members to parliament,
#ill 13 Elizabeth,

Cor-
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CORPORATION. Conﬁﬁs of twelvé fuperior,
and twelve inferior burgeffes.

Ricur or ELEcTION. 1709, 23d Dec. Isin
the bailiffs, burgefles, and freemen, not receiving
alms,

1715, 16th June, Is in the bailiffs and bur-
gefles refident within the faid borough, and not
receiving alms; to which the houfe difagreed.

Numser or voTers—About 35.

REeTURNING OFFicers—The two Bailiffs.

PatroN—P. C. Crefpigny, Efq.

SUDBURY.

Poriticar CHaracTsr. This borough has
been for many years under the influence of the
Crefpigny family, of Hontletham-hall, in this
county, although their intereft in the borough is
not deemed by any means fecure ; it having been
defeated in 1774, by Sir Walden Hanmer and Sir
Patrick Blake, baronets ; and again, in 1784, by

William
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William Smith, Efg. of Pardon-hall, in Effex,
and John Langfton, Efq. a banker in London.

MR. SMITH has petitioned againft the return
“of Thomas Champion Crefpigny, Efq.and John
Coxe Hippefley, Efq. the prefent fitting mem-
bers, which petition is at prefent undetermined.

In the year 1774, a petition was prefented by
Sir Walden Hanmer, and Sir Patrick Blake,
againft the return of Philip Champion Crefpigny,
and Thomas Fonnereau, Efqrs. The petition
complained, that a great many legal voters, who
tendered their voices for Hanmer and Blake,
had been rejefied, although they had been for
many years in the poffeflion and exercife of their
rights, to the knowledge of the mayor, and of
. Fonnereau, one of the fitting members; that
others, who were not legally qualified, had alfo
been admitted to vote for them; that the fair
majority of legal votes was in favour of the peti-
tioners; but that William Strut, the mayor and
returning officer, had acted partially and corrupt-
tly, before and during the poll, and had declared
the fitting members duly elefted, and had re-

turned
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turned them; and that money was given by
the fitting members, or their agents, by way of
bribe or reward, to perfons who voted for them
at the election.

Upron the hearing of the petition, it appeared,
that the corporation confifts of a mayor, recorder,
fix aldermen, twenty-four capital burgefles, and
an indefinite number of freemen. The freedom
in this borough is acquired by birth, fervitude,
or redemption. There have been a few inftances
of making what arc called honorary freemen, or
faggots ; but they have never becn allowed to
exercife any franchife, as members of the body
corporate,

THe point upon which the petition turned was,
the partiality of the corporation, who were in the
intereft of Mr. Crefpigny, in refufing freemen,
duly qualified by the cuftom of the borough, to
their admiffion and enrollment.

THe decifion of the committee, according to
Douglas, was,

¢ THAT
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« Taat perfons who derived their claim to
their freedom, from the antecedent title of birth,
who had exercifed all the rights of freemen,
and that of voting for members of parliament
among the reft, for twenty years and upwards,
before the laft election, who had demanded to
be enrolled (and offered to prove, that at their
birth, their fathers exercifed and enjoyed the
rights and franchifes of freemen) but were re-
fufed, had a right to vote, though they could not
produce evidence of their admiffion, enrolled
upon ftamps.”

Anp they afterwards informed the houfe, that
they had determined, * That Sir Walden Hanmer,
Bart. and Sir Patrick Blake, Bart. were duly
cle®ed, and ought to have been returned.

ANcIENT STaTE.  Sudbury, which ftands upon
the Stour, at the diftance of fifty—four miles
from London, was anciently called Southburgh,
from its fituation with refpe&t to Norwich, which
was called Northburgh, and is fuppofed to have
been formerly the principal town in the county,

.being one of the firft places where king Ed-
-~ ward
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ward II1. fettled fome Dutchmen, whom he had
invited over, to teach the Englith the woollert
manufafture, which they were wholly ignorane
of before ; and where the woollen trade has con-
tinued ever fince.

Tue duke of S}rafton takes the title of baron
from this place. )

TH1s being made a mayor town, and incorpos
rated by queen Mary, firft began to return mem-
bers to parliament, anno 1559, 1 Eliz.

CorroraTION. Itis governed by a mayor,
recorder, fix aldermen, and twenty-four capital
burgefles, or common-councilmen. .

RiGHT oF ELECTION. 1702, 19th Jan.—The
fons of freemen, born after their fathers were
made free, and thofe that have ferved apprentice-
thips in the faid borough, have a right to vote,
without an admiffion in form to their freedom,
or taking the oath of freemen.

1703, 6th Dec.—Is only in the fons of free.
men, born after their fathers were made free, and

m
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in fuch as have ferved feven years apprentice-
fhip, or are made freemen by redemption.

RerurNiNG orrIckR. The mayor.
NuMBER OF VOTERS=735.

PatroNn—T. C. Crefpigny, Efq.

E Y E

PoriticAL CaaracTer., The right of elec.
tion in this borough extends to the corporation,
confifting of two bailiffs, a recorder, ten fuperior
and twenty-four inferior burgefles, and to the
inhabitants paying fcot and lot.

Thue greateft part of the town is the property
of earl Cornwallis, who is alfo lord of the manor,
and poffefles the parliamentary influence.

Ancient STATE.  Eye, or Aye, which is feat-
edin a bottom, and ie almoft furrounded by a
brook, which runs clofe to the town, from whence
it had its name (Aye fignifying a brook) is feated
in the road from Ipfwich to Norwich, at the

diftance
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diftance of ninety-two miles from London, and
was incorporated by king John. It enjoys feve-
ral privileges at prefent, but they were formerly
much much more extenfive.

Tuis borough firft rcturned to parliament,
anno 13 Eliz. - g .

CorproraTioN—Confifts of two bailiffs, a re-
corder, ten principal or fuperior, and twenty-
four inferior burgefles.

" RIGHT OF Erectron—Is in the free burgefles
and corporation, together with the inhabitants
_paying fcot and lot.

NuMmBER oF voTERs—About 200.
ReturNING orrrcer—The bailiff,

Patron—Earl Cornwallis.

St. EDMUNDSBURY.

PorrticaL CHarAcTER. Although this town
is the principal one in the county, both in ex-

tent, antiquity, and number of inhabitants, yet
the
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the right of voting, as in the cities of Bath,
Winchefter, and Salifbury, and in the towns of
Andover, Banbury, Tiverton, and Dartmouth, is
confined to the corporation only. That the pri-
vilege of returning the members fhould be placed
in this fmall body of men, to the exclufion of
the reft of the inhabitants, is as unjuft as it is de-
ftruftive of that adequate reprefentation, which
the conftitution fuppofes the people to poflefs.

THe influence prevailing here, is that of the
duke of Grafton, whofe fervices in the caufe of
religion and liberty, as well as his known attach-
ment to a parliamentary reform, merit the thanks
of his fellow-citizens.

Anciint StATE. St. Edmundfbury, or Bury
St. Edmunds, commonly called Bury, was origi-
nally called St. Edmundfburgh, from an abbey
founded here in honour of St. Edmund, who
was martyred in the year 870, and after having
lain interred in the town where he was killed,
thirty-three years, was removed to this place.

THE abbey, once an illuftrious ftrufture, was
built by Sigebert, king of the Eaft Angles, for
Nn fecular
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fecular canons, foon after Chriftianity was plant-
ed here by Fclix, the Burgundian; and when it
was finithed, Sigcbert himfelf retired into it, and
fecluded himfelf from all temporal affairs. Two
hundred years after, king Edmund was interred
here, and a fmall church erected cver his tomb,
which was afterwards levclled to the ground by
the Danes, under the command of king Swain ;
but Canute his fon, afterwards obtaining the
crown of England, rcbuilt the church in a fump-
tuous manner, enriched it with many gifts and
privileges, and confirmed all the former grants.

‘WHEN the abbey was in its profperity, ther
was an holpital, or religious houfe, at every gate
of the town; particularly an hofpital of St. Peter’s,
without the Rifby-gate, for the maintenance of
leprous and infirm pricfts; an hofpital of St. Ni-
cholas without the Eaft-gate; of St. John within,
and St. Petronilla without, the South-gate. But,
the moft famous of the hofpitals was St. Saviour’s,
without the North-gatc, an entire wing of which
is ftill remaining. It was in this building that
the parliament met, in the reign of Henry VI.;
and it was here that Humphrey duke of Glou-
ccfler was murdered, at the inftigation” of the

. 6 ' monks,
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monks. There was alfo a college of priefts, with
a guild to the holy name of Jefus, and a houfe
of Grey-friars without the North-gate, to which
thofe friars retired, after they were driven out of
the town by the abbot.

Tuis place was firft imprivileged to fend
members to parliament by king James I. who in-
corporated it in the fourth year of his reign, and
by two other charters in the fixth and twelfth
years of his reign.

CorroraTioN—Confifts of an alderman, re--

corder, twelve capital burgeffes, and twenty-four
common-councilmen.

Ricut or Erection—Is in the alderman,
burgefles, and common-councilmen.

NuMBER OF VOTERS.—37.
REeTurNING oFFIcER—The alderman.

PatroN—Duke of Grafton.
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