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EDITOR’S PREFACE

The original of this political tract is very rare, and this is the
first time it has been reprinted, or its author’s name given.

Charles Pettit, (1736-1806,) a noted patriot of New Jersey, held
various offices of trust before the Revolution, and in 1778 became
assistant Quartermaster General of the army. He declined to suc-
ceed General Greene in the office of Quartermaster General. In
1785-87 he was a member of Congress, and held various positions
of honor and trust in Philadelphia. He was the grandfather of
Judge Thomas McKean.
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AN IMPARTIAL REVIEW 5

LETTER I

HEN, in compliance with your request, I promised to give
you some information concerning the rise and progress of
the party divisions prevailing in this country, I was not

fully aware of the extent of the field it would lead me into, nor of
the great variety of facts and circumstances necessarily involved in
a due consideration of the subject. I had before thought of it but
cursorily and in detached parts, as circumstances occasionally pre-
sented them to my view. To arrange and methodize the variety
of matter necessary to give you a clear and concise view of the sub-
ject as it appears to me, would require more time and leisure than
I can conveniently command. But as I mean not wholly to decline
a compliance with my promise, I shall take the liberty of using a
more dessultory mode of communication than I at first intended,
as I can borrow opportunity from other avocations. You have un-
doubtedly learned from traditional as well as from historical in-
formation, that when the people of America were roused to form
combinations to resist the measures of the British government, they
were not actuated by a dislike to the constitution, nor by disloyalty
to the King, whose constitutional authority was as universally ac-
knowledged and respected in this country as in many other parts
of his dominions.

You have also learned from the same sources the causes of that
resistance, which at length arose to a revolution and ended in an
entire separation of the political connection which had before sub-
sisted between the two countries, by the independency of the United
States, finally established and confirmed by the treaty of peace in
1788.

But as the party divisions which are now so conspicuous
amongst us extend their roots beyond the acknowledgment of
our independency by Great Britain in 1783 or even our own declara-
tion of it [in] 1776, it may be proper to trace some of the principal
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6 AN IMPARTIAL REVIEW

branches of these roots to origins more remote, in order to give
you a view of the subject in the point of light in which it appears
to me, and to enable you to judge the more clearly of the correct-
ness of my ideas: for my design is rather to lead you into the paths
of information by which you may form opinions from your own
judgment than to attempt to model them by any other standard.
So far as you find my ideas incorrect, you will of course reject or
modify them as you find consistent with facts and fair reasoning.
I may perhaps, as a party in the game, have imbibed some preju-
dices which may have occasioned me to overlook some points or
considerations which deserve attention; and, as is customary in
the ardent pursuit of a particular object, I may have given undue
weight to other considerations. If you, as a less-interested specta-
tor, discover any such errors, I shall be obliged to you to point them
out to me, as I am not less desirous to correct my own opinions in
whatever points they may be erroneous, than to enable you to form
yours aright.

The art of government has been long known and practised by
the administrators of it in the old world; but the true principles on
which government ought to be founded and administered for the
general happiness and good of the community, have been less at-
tended to and understood than they ought to have been. Monarch-
ies have generally originated in conquest and usurpation, and been
supported by despotism, as being necessary to their preservation.
And though thisdespotism has often been meliorated and attemper-
ed, sometimes by the liberality and good disposition of the reigning
monarch and sometimes by the fear of exciting a revolt by an over-
strained exercise of power; yet the existence of the power was al-
ways claimed to be in the possession of the monarch, and every re-
laxation in the exercise of it was to be considered as an act of grace
and favour, claiming from the people an acknowledgment of ob-
ligation. This seems to be placing government on a wrong founda-
tion, or upon the wrong end, like an inverted cone.

828



AN IMPARTIAL REVIEW 7

It was as colonists of England that the people of the United
States acquired or imbibed their ideas of government, and of their
rights and duties under a social compact. And for our present
purpose it will not be necessary to look farther than to that country
for the illustration of what I am about to say, nor to state more
than a brief sketch of the leading points of their history as it relates
to this subject.

As a Monarchy, the government of England had become, be-
fore our separation, the mildest and perhaps on the whole the best
attempered, of any in the known world. The constitution, after
the various modifications it had undergone, was comparatively a
good one, at least a plausible one in theory; but its boundaries were
insufficiently secured; it was founded on a set of maxims and prec-
edents established by practice in a course of time, which resolved
everything into the will of the King and Parliament to make it what
ever they should please. Supposing the parliament to be a fair
representation of the people, there might have been safety in it;
and the plausible appearances of this safety has given rise to differ-
ent opinions on the subject. The government, instead of deriving
its source from the voluntary suffrages of the people, and having
for its only, or principal object, their benefit and happiness, origi-
nated in monarchy acquired by conquest. The establishment of
parliaments and of every other regulation whereby the people had
any share in or controul over it, were obtained from time to time by
extorted, rather than voluntary, grants and concessions from the
monarch; and what was not so granted or conceded was supposed
to remain in the monarch as the fountain or source of all honour,
distinction and power. Hence the King retained influence enough
to preserve a strong party attached to his interests and views, when-
ever they were placed in competition with those of the people at
large. From hence arose the division understood by the appella-
tions of Court and Country parties, Tories and Whigs, and other
names of distinction.
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8 AN IMPARTIAL REVIEW

At the well-known epoch, called by way of eminence Tke Revo-
lution, the constitution of England became more definite than it
had been before; and certain principles were established which it
was supposed would secure to the people an efficient share in, and
controul over, the government. But the restraints to which the Exec-
utive was subjected were found to be irksome to the party attached
to the high claims of monarchy; and finding themselves unable to
get rid of those restraints by direct and open measures, they devised
means less direct and expeditious, though not less certain, than a
revolution by force; and in time regained by corruption and in-
fluence what had been lost by compact and settlement at the revo-
lution. So that the Executive, though nominally restrained by the
legislature, became in reality as potent, and armed with as much
efficient strength as before the revolution; and with greater securi-
ty in the exercise of those powers, because its measures were ap-
parently covered and sanctioned by acts of parliament, which were
deemed constitutional authority because the people were nominally
represented in parliament.

These leading points being observed, will be sufficient marks
to point out to an ingenuous mind the train of investigation and
reasoning necessary to a competent knowledge of the subject.

LETTER II

HE British Colonists on the continent of America, born and ed-

ucated under the British government, and accustomed to view

it with respect and veneration, gloried in their connection with
it under the various modifications of their respective Colonial consti-
tutions. Having parliaments of their own in which the people were
represented by men of their own free and deliberate choice, they
had less occasion than the people of England, to feel, and less op-
portunity to perceive, the effects of that undue influence which the
executive had acquired in the mother country. But when they
perceived a systematic design to extend that influence by hasty
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AN IMPARTIAL REVIEW 9

strides to this country, by acts of a legislature in which they had not
even the semblance of a representation, and especially when the
right of such legislation to bind them in all cases whatsoever, was
openly and formally avowed, revolt became a necessary consequence
There were, notwithstanding, among the colonists many who were
opposed to the revolt; some from the shackles of influence imposed
on them or on their relatives and connections, by offices or grants
from the Executive, or expectations or hopes of obtaining favors of
that kind; others from apprehensions of danger to their persons,
families or property in the contest, or fear of the consequences in
case the revolt should be finally unsuccessful; and some perhaps
believing that the British parliament had a constitutional right to
exercise the powers they claimed. There was moreover a numerous
class of people who believe or profess to believe, that they are not to
intermeddle in the affairs of government, nor to resist the powers in
being, nor even to enquire into the legitimacy of their foundation.

Under these heads may be found the principal sources of the
obstructions interposed to impede resistance made to the encroach-
ments of the government of Great Britain. There were undoubted-
ly many who took an early and decided part on what they deemed
solid principles. But there were also many who, from various
causes, continued in an undecided state, vibrating by the opera-
tion of contending passions, between hope and fear, patriotism and
private interest, till the tide of patriotism became so strong as to
overpower all opposition. Its momentum was increased even by
the weight of matter which it carried on with it in a reluctantly
quiescent state, till at length it brought on the crisis of the public
declaration of independence. This induced a considerable separa-
tion of the particles. A number who had thus far glided on with
the stream, some apparently aiding its impetus and others occasion-
ally though feebly struggling against it, made their escape from it
by flight or otherwise. Others, of less resolution, who thought they
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10 AN IMPARTIAL REVIEW

had travelled too far with the stream to withdraw from it with safe-
ty, continued on in as quiet a state as they could, to take the chance
of events and watch for occasions to profit by them.

Our constitutions and forms of government, which had been
framed and adopted in the heat and confusion of revolutionary
times, however well adapted to the times and circumstances under
which they were formed, when zeal to accomplish the revolution
and the pressure of common danger gave to the resolutions and
recommendations of representative bodies the energetic force of
penal laws, yet when the object was obtained and the external pres-
sure of common danger abated, these constitutions and forms of
government were found to be deficient in points essential to social
order and political economy. Amendments therefore became high-
ly necessary, especially in the federal constitution.

The evils arising from the imbecility of the federal government
had become obvious to every attentive mind. System and order
in many important and essential points of government, had fallen
into decay and disarrangement; and habits of disorder, destructive
of national character, were gaining ground in an alarming degree.
Attempts were made at partial remedies, which generally failed of
success and would probably have proved inadequate if they had
been carried into effect. At length, by a kind of general consent,
a convention was called of delegates from each state in the Union,
to take the matter into consideration and devise a remedy. On a
careful survey of the Constitution then in being, they found it de-
fective in so many important points that they deemed it expedient
to lay it aside as irreparable, and to constitute one entirely new and
independent of it, except the use of such of the materials saved from
the wreck as could be wrought into the new structure. When this
new fabrication was exposed to the people for their approbation, it
was seen in various points of view, according to the local situations,
wishes, expectations and other circumstances of the beholders. It -
therefore gave rise to various opinions concerning its propriety,
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AN IMPARTIAL REVIEW 11

fitness and utility. But so general was the opinion that a change
from the former defective plan was necessary, that there was a prev-
alent disposition in favour of the adoption, in confidence that it
would probably be a change for the better, but could not be for the
worse, especially as it contained in it a provision for amendment or
renovation if, on experience, either should be found necessary or

expedient.

OME however were apprehensive that the adoption as it stood
would be a change too great, by going, as they conceived, from .
one extreme to another; that is, by giving the Federal govern-

ment, which had been too weak, a degree of power incompatible with
the rights and powers which were necessary to be preserved in the re-
spective States; and that instead of being a federal, there might be
danger of its becoming a consolidated general government, too un-
wieldy to be administered without the exercise of powers in a man-
ner incompatible with the safety of individuals. On the other
hand there were some who expressed an opinion that too little power
was given to the federal government by the Constitution, and too
much still reserved in the different States; insomuch that dangers
~ might be apprehended that the general government would be there-
by unduly impeded in its operations, and restrained in the exercise
of the powers intended to be given by the Constitution.

These were the leading points of controversy in the debates on
the question of adoption; and though in the extent to which these
debates were ramified a great variety of subordinate questions
were under discussion, they were generally derivable from the same
source and founded on the same principles. The prevailing party,
for the adoption, assumed the title of Federalists, and of course
designated their opponents by the title of Anti-federalists. The
minority, however, acquiesced in the adoption, and after having
obtained the ratification of some amendments which they supposed
added farther security to the separate rights of the respective States
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12 AN IMPARTIAL REVIEW

and of individuals, considered it as a FEDERAL CONSTITUTION with
which they were satisfied and which merited their support.
But the principles which gave rise to the grand division of opinions
before suggested, still remained. They were of earlier origin than
any of our American constitutions, being the same which in all
ages, and in all countries where the people have had any share in the
government, have been influential in dividing the people into what
are commonly designated by Court and Country parties, and which
in England have been also denominated High Church and Low
Church, Tories and Whigs, &c. It cannot be necessary to attempt
to explain to you farther the precise meaning of these epithets;
they have borne so conspicuous a part in history, especially in that
of England, that you cannot mistake their common meaning.
Neither do I suppose it necessary on this occasion to attempt to
describe the different forms or systems of government to which these
principles and opinions are severally best adapted, or are most like-
ly to produce.

LETTER III

It has been commonly said, and no less commonly received as
a truth in America, that the people in this country are generally
more enlightened and better informed, especially in matters relat-
ing to civil government, than the mass of people in any other
country. The opportunities they have had, and the duties to
which they have been called in their respective colonial govern-
ments, afford much ground for the supposition. A people under
such circumstances, free from external restraint and influence, and
perfectly at liberty to frame a social compact according to their
own choice, could hardly fail to give it a republican form, as most
likely to admit of the exercise of a sufficient degree of power to pre-
serve internal order and harmony in the community, and to combine
and direct the concentrated force and strength of the whole to
such points as may become necessary to national defence and pro-
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AN IMPARTIAL REVIEW 13

tection, without endangering the safety of individual freedom and
happiness. The Constitution of the United States, though per-
haps short of that degree of perfection which would not admit of
amendment, is justly deemed superior to any other system of gov-
ernment which has heretofore been adopted by an extensive nation.
It embraces the principles necessary to social happiness and indi-
vidual safety, and to the exercise of the national strength and power
for the purposes of external defence and protection And if peace
in Europe had continued a few years longer amongst the great
maritime nations, it is probable that we should have been habitu-
ated to a more harmonious organization under this constitution than
we have experienced.

But scarcely had our Constitution begun its operation when
the Revolution in France drew the attention of the principal na-
tions of Europe, and occasioned or furnished a pretence for, ex-
tensive combinations and hostilities which involved us, in some
measure, in their consequences. Our situation and our interests
made a state of perfect neutrality on our part a desirable object.
But our treaty with France, under which we had received many
important benefits, in a time of great need, gave that nation claims
upon our friendship and hospitality which no other nation had an
equal right to expect; and the remembrance of benefits recently
derived from their efforts in our behalf, aided by the sympathetic
feelings of individuals for a people labouring to emancipate them-
selves from a situation somewhat similar to that from which they
had assisted us to extricate ourselves, created in the minds of the
people of this country a general wish for the success of the revolu-
tion in France. This disposition was known and cordially felt in
France: but being in the height of a revolutionary struggle them-
selves, in which the calm dictates of prudence are liable to be over-
borne by the effervescence of enthusiastic feelings, they did not
make due allowance for our having recovered from the frensy of
revolution, and subsided into a degree of order and constitutional
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14 AN IMPARTIAL REVIEW

organization. They seemed to suppose us still in a revolutionary
state, as fermentable as themselves and ready to accompany them
in their flights, however fanciful or desperate. The early ministers
of the French republic, especially the first,* assumed a conduct in
this country which our government deemed incompatible with the
dignity of an independent nation to suffer, and inconsistent with
our declared neutrality to permit. On the complaint of the Presi-
dent to the government of France, the minister was superseded
and removed from office. Our neutrality was announced by public
proclamation, which also announced a prohibition of the sale of
prizes, and of the arming, equipping and commissioning vessels
of war in our ports, or raising troops by any of the hostile powers,
in the United States. In the meantime, however, the British gov-
ernment, supposing perhaps that these measures of the French in
this country had been more countenanced by our government than
they really were, and perceiving, as they imagined, a general pred-
ilection in the minds of the people of this country in favour of
France, and having moreover, by various means reduced France
to a situation which they expected would produce a counter-revo-
lution and the restoration of royalty in that country, under their
auspices, they probably thought it not an unfavourable time to
punish the Americans for the disgrace which they had suffered by
the successful revolution of these republicans. They authorized, or
at least encouraged, depredations to be made on the American com-
merce, incompatible with a state of amity and peace; and measures
were taken in the British colonies bordering on the United States,
and amongst the neighbouring Indian tribes, which manifested de-
signs of farther hostility.

These circumstances, on the one side and on the other, were
highly perplexing to the government of the United States, and to
the people individually. A state of neutrality and peace was so
evidently their true interest that it could not fail to be their desire.

*Genet.
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AN IMPARTIAL REVIEW 15

But how this desirable state could be best maintained consistently
with the honour and dignity of an independent nation, was a mat-
ter of difficulty. Some supposed it would be best, at all hazards,
to repel hostile aggressions by force in their early stages, and to re-
taliate them by retort. Others were for a kind of commercial war-
fare, by withholding our commerce from the aggressing power:
and some few of these proposed going so far as a sequestration of
such property of the aggressing power as could be found within our
reach. Others again seemed to suppose that we had given plausi-
ble if not just cause for the aggressions and threats we had experienc-
ed, and that we ought to acknowledge our errors, and shew our de-
sire of amendment by taking part in hostilities against France. Of
this last class, however, though the number was not inconsiderable,
there were but few, if any, who were intitled to a voice in our coun-
cils by birth and by services rendered in effecting the Revolution.
To carry any of these propositions into effect required the inter-
position of the legislature; and each of them were opposed by too
many obstacles to be hastily adopted. The President thought it
best to try the gentler mode of negociation and treaty, to which his
constitutional powers were adequate without the intervention of
the legislature; he therefore dispatched a minister plenipotentiary
for this purpose, to the court of Great Britain.

In the meantime the tide of success had somewhat changed its
course in Europe. The French, by extraordinary exertions, had
become more formidable to their enemies, and clouded the prospect
of their being subdued. The disposition of the British court re-
specting America was changed, and the American minister found
little difficulty in coming to an explanation with them on the sub-
ject of his mission. A treaty was formed for settling and removing
the subjects of discontent which had arisen between them and us.
If this treaty had extended no farther than was necessary for this
object, it is probable it would have received the general approba-
tion of the citizens of the United States; but it contained also a
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16 AN IMPARTIAL REVIEW

plan of amity and commerce, by which it was proposed to connect
the friendship and interests of the two countries by an enlargement.
of their commercial intercourse. In this plan were interwoven
stipulations which were deemed by many citizens, both within and
without the doors of Congress, injurious to if not incompatible with
our prior national engagements, and perhaps not perfectly consis-
tent in other respects, with the dignity of an independent nation.
One article in this treaty was deemed by the Senate so totally in-
admissible that, although the majority were disposed to advise the
ratification of the rest, they accompanied their advice with an ex-
plicit rejection of that article. It was also evident, from many cir-
cumstances, that difficulties occurred to the mind of the President
concerning the ratification, without further corrections than the
expunging of this article; but after deliberating some time on the
various consequences of his determination either way, and probably
considering that on the whole the consequences of rejection might
be attended with greater evils than would be produced by adoption,
and that in the latter case he was armed with the constitutional ad-
vice of the Senate for his support, whereas in case of rejection he
should be singly and alone responsible, he decided in favour of the
qualified ratification advised by the Senate.

LETTER IV

I do not mean by what I have said respecting the British trea-
ty and the circumstances respecting it, to call into question either
the wisdom or the patriotism of the President in the business; nor
would the subject have obtained more than a bare mention on this
occasion, if so much, were it not that I conceive it has been highly
influential in marking the differences of the parties, and in exciting
that spirit of animosity in opposing each other, which has given oc-
casion to this communication. The parties have designated each
other by various epithets and remarks, disgraceful to the character
of Americans, on different occasions; and amongst other terms of
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AN IMPARTIAL REVIEW 17

reproach ‘“English Party” and “French Party’ have been applied
with Billingsgate freedom. These appellations, though they did
not derive their origin entirely from this treaty, derived more cur-
rency and importance from it than they had obtained before; for
previously to this era the Americans, friendly to the revolution,
were but little divided by the distinctions which these appellations
indicate, however they might be divided in other respects.

It cannot be necessary to enumerate the various reproachful
epithets which each of the parties in their warmth have bestowed on
the other; they are numerous, and most of them intended to irritate
and provoke; in this respect they have seldom failed of success and
are perhaps nearly equally balanced. The distinction of the parties
however, may be as clearly understood by a single appellation ap-
propriated to each as by the variety they have used respecting each
other. I shall therefore, when I have occasion to speak of them, dis-
tinguish them by calling one of them Federalists, and the other
Republicans; not because I think either of them entitled to the
exclusive appropriation, but because these are the appellations
which they seem to have respectively chosen for themselves. For
federalists, to be fairly intitled to the name, must be republicans;
and republicans, according to the national constitution, must also
be federalists. Both parties profess an attachment to and a rever-
ence for, the Constitution as their guide, but from the principles
and causes I have heretofore suggested, they frequently differ in
opinion as to the modes and measures manifesting their attachment
and veneration, and reciprocally charge each other with designs to
warp, subvert and destroy the Constitution itself.

The government seems to be designated by the constitution as
a government of laws, rather than of men; and in the framing and
executing of the laws, as well as in the choice of men to perform the
service, it is naturally to be expected in a community of freemen
that diversity of opinion should frequently arise. It may indeed
be said to be necessary that measures proposed by some should be
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18 AN IMPARTIAL REVIEW

opposed or questioned by others, so far at least as to promote dis-
cussion; for the best of men are liable occasionally to err, and by
collision of opinions the truth may be brought to light. One would
imagine that in a community of enlightened and patriotic citizens
these discussions would be conducted with decency, moderation
and fair argument; and that constitutional decisions by a majority
of suffrages, would be fairly obtained and peaceably acquiesced in,
without breaches of moderation and decorum.

That the affairs of the United States have not on all occasions
been conducted with a due degree of moderation and magnanimity
—that debates and discussions have run into intemperate disputes
and altercations, and exhibited unwarrantable demonstrations of
envy, hatred and malicious animosity, is much to be lamented.
These things cannot have been occasioned merely by differences
of opinion concerning the construction and meaning of the con-
stitution, or the measures necessary to support and carry it into
fair operation. We must look to other circumstances for the causes
of the extension, if not of the origin of these evils.

It is inherent in the nature of power, especially of executive
power, to excite in its possessors a desire to increase the proportion
constitutionally vested in them. It has been often said, and not
uncommonly acquiesced in, that despotic power in an individual,
or government by a single will, would be the best mode for the happi-
ness of the people, provided security could be obtained that the
person vested with such power, and his successors, would always
possess superior wisdom and patriotism, with a constant desire to
promote such happiness. But it is not necessary, in order to sup-
port this axiom, to suppose that every man in power aims at be-
coming a despot; nor to impute to him motives unfriendly to the
people, by desiring to increase his own power. An honest man
vested with limited power may suppose that if his power were en-
larged he could use it more beneficially for the people, and he may
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be honestly disposed to do so, and therefore may wish to remove
some of the restraints which he finds impede the exercise of that
disposition. But the experience of the world has shewn that the
extension of power, even to the best of men, may become a prece-
dent [of] which a successor, however unfit to be trusted with it,
might and most probably would avail himself. And hence the
inconveniences of the restraints which limit and controul the exercise
of power in the hands of the executive are submitted to for the sake
of safety; as the evils they produce are of less magnitude, and less
to be dreaded, than those which might be expected from the relaxa-
tion of those restraints and the enlargement of such limits farther
than is absolutely necessary for the due execution of the laws.

These observations will be considered as a qualification of and
if necessary an apology for, what has been or shall be said concern-
ing the executive of the United States.

The principles heretofore suggested as dividing the people of
all countries enjoying any degree of freedom into what is commonly
understood by Court and Country parties, I take to be the princi-
pal root or leading cause of division of the parties in this country
called Federalists and Republicans. This, though probably the
primary cause, does not in the United States, however, operate alone.
To do justice to the subject it will be necessary to take into view
several auxiliary causes which tend to irritate and inflame the par-
ties, and to strengthen and confirm their prejudices against each
other. These may be described under different heads, for which I
must refer you to my next letter.

LETTER V

It was suggested in my last letter that some notice should be
taken in this of the auxiliary causes which strengthen and confirm
the prejudices of the parties, in aid of what was considered as the
primary or leading cause of division; and these were to be arranged ¢
under several heads.
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1. The principles and prejudices which opposed the Revolution.

The whole of the inhabitants, with very few exceptions, who
were opposed to the Revolution and the establishment of the in-
dependency of the United States, and who remained or have been
re-admitted as citizens, are here to be noticed as on one side of the
party division. To which may be added the greater part of those
who reluctantly yielded a passive submission to the general will and
public measures in the time of the revolution, to avoid the conse-
quences of opposition, but carefully avoided rendering any ser-
vices, either in person or by their property, as far as they decently
could. It may be just, however, respecting the persons included
under this head to say that, since the treaty of peace with Great
Britain, by which the independency of the United States was explic-
itly acknowledged, they have yielded obedience to the laws and
shewn a disposition to support them in common with other citizens.
But it may be remarked at the same time that in their ideas of gov-
ernment the principles of monarchy are still predominant; and they
have generally manifested a desire to have our government assimi-
lated in form and practice, as nearly as may be, to that of Great
Britain.

2. The accession of Emigrants from other Countries.

The early part of the disturbances now existing in Europe oc-
casioned many persons to change their places of residence. The
fame of our rising empire as a peaceful asylum, and as affording rich
sources of speculation in lands and commercial pursuits, drew the
attention of some of them to this country. Their wealth, and the
information they were supposed to possess, were esteemed by some
and especially by those described under the preceding head, as
valuable acquisitions. They were generally attached to govern-
ments of whch monarchy was a prominent feature, and were cher-
ished accordingly by those of similar sentiments. To these may be
added a vastly greater number of the subjects of Great Britain, in-
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vited hither by prespects of commercial and speculative advantages;
some with views of becoming permanent settlers and citizens, others
to make experiments on which they might form future determina-
tions, and a class still more numerous, as agents to enliven the
chain of commercial connections already established between the
two countries, and to form new ones as occasion might offer. A
considerable number became naturalized citizens, and attached
themselves to this country for life; others may probably do the
same, but a great number obtain their transitory views as British
subjects and carry on trade with British capitals and on British
account, intending hereafter to return with their acquisitions. The
posterity of some [of] these may become attached to this as their
native country; but it is probable that those who are natives of
Britain will not generally so far relinquish the prejudices imbibed in
early education and strengthened by habit, as to bestow on this
country a preferable attachment, tho’ the wealth they possess
may have been chiefly acquired in it. With the aid of these auxil-
iaries, who have pretty uniformly been found on the side approach-
ing nearest to the principles of monarchy in all political questions,
the party choosing to be distinguished by the name of Federalists
have acquired a degree of strength and influence which has enabled
them to give the tone and fashion to political opinions and conversa-
tions in most places of public resort and convivial meeting.

Thus far the auxiliaries mentioned have been generally, if not
wholly, an addition to the power of the Federalists. It may be
proper, however, to mention that there have been also emigrants
from other countries who have taken part with the republicans.
Those of them who have been accustomed to mechanical and labor-
ious employments have generally done so, as well as some few in the
more fashionable grades of society; but these excepted the number
has been comparatively small. Some of them however, have by
their conduct manifested more zeal than prudence, and have been
rendered more conspicuous and important than they would other-
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wise have been, by the notice and remarks of their opponents.
These, or at least some of them, have perhaps done more injury than
service to the republican interest, by intemperate and incautious
manifestations of their zeal, which has probably had an influence
in turning a number of voters from the republican to the federal
party, in the manner which will be suggested under the next head.

8. The desire of being esteemed fashionable in genteel society,
and the hope of preferment by the favourable notice of men in power.

A considerable proportion of the people in all countries, even
of those of respectable connections, appearances and standing, do
not take the pains to investigate political subjects with sufficient
attention and accuracy to form independent opinions with satis-
factory correctness. They are apt to take it for granted that men
in high offices must have obtained them by superior talents and
fitness for their stations; that they must therefore be the most pro-
per judges of the measures to be taken for the public welfare, and
that any measures which they devise or approve ought to be adopt-
ed without scrutinous question, because question leads to debate
and perhaps opposition, which may obstruct the wheels of govern-
ment. Strange as an implicit belief in these ideas may appear to
men of study and more thorough information, and however illy
adapted to a free republic, they are so plausible as to find a suffici-
ent number of advocates to make them fashionable; and the in-
fluence of fashion is too generally known to need description, es-
pecially when it is considered through what channels, on what mo-
tives and by what means such favours as the supreme executive
generally has the power of bestowing, are usually distributed; and
how great a propertion of the people of this country, now in the
meridian of life and acting on the stage of politics have acquired the
age of manhood since the Revolution and of course can have very
little experimental knowledge of the trials, the feelings and the
governing motives of that eventful era A farther remark under
this head may not be inapplicable.
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You will generally find that whenever a person takes part on
either side of a contest, his passions, however dormant they were
before, become agitated by opposition and strengthen and confirm
his prejudices; his reasoning faculties become subservient to those
prejudices and his judgment is in a great measure guided by the
spirit of the party he is connected with. You will find this remark
generally justified by observation on parties in a trivial contest, as
well as in those of a more serious and important kind; as visible
perhaps at a horse-race or a cock-match as at the election of a Rep-
resentative or a principal magistrate.

LETTER VI

Having in my last stated to you some of the auxiliary causes
which have had a tendency to widen the breach between the parties
and to inflame their passions and increase their prejudices against
each other, I shall proceed to mention more of those causes as be-
ing worthy of consideration.

4. The unhappy, misunderstandings which have taken place be-
tween this country and France.

Without going into a minute enquiry concerning the origin
and progress of these misunderstandings, it is admitted by moderate
men of both our parties that there has been error on both sides, but
that the greatest portion of it hasbeen on the side of France. Many
of their demands have been unreasonable and unjust in themselves,
and urged in an unreasonable manner; and their national conduct
towards us has been not only unfriendly but unjustly and injurious-
ly hostile to a degree that demanded pointed expressions of resent-
ment. But in the mode of expressing that resentment, and the cir-
cumstances preparatory to and accompanying some of the measures
for the purpose, the parties have disagreed in opinion. The re-
publicans did not generally suppose it was necessary, nor consistent
with our national character and existing circumstances, to endeavour
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to widen the breach between the two countries and inflame their
resentment against each other, by other circumstances in the affairs
and conduct of France than such as related to the matters in con-
troversy between them and us; and especially by inflammatory
speeches and publications respecting such other matters and cir-
cumstances in the conduct of France, as they may have deemed nec-
essary to the success of the revolution, which the people of this
country had from sympathy and other causes been or professed to
be, generally desirous of seeing established. How far we have ex-
ceeded the bounds of propriety in this respect, and from what mo-
tives it has been made fashionable to do so, those who have laboured
in the business and those whose opinions and conduct have been in-
fluenced by it, would do well to consider. On one side it has been
supposed to be carried to a degree of excess and extravagance dan-
gerous to the commonwealth and injurious to our national charac-
ter, and it has consequently been a matter of acrimonious contro-
versy between our contending parties, especlally between the less
moderate of them.

5. The abuse of the freedom of the press.

Amongst the causes which have, in a high degree, been in-
strumental in raising and disseminating the prevailing acrimony of
party spirit, may be reckoned that highly-cherished guardian of
liberty, the freedom of the press. The abuse of this instrument
needs no farther evidence to prove it than the daily emanations
from the presses in almost every town in the United States. But
the abuse of a thing does not afford a fair argument against the pro-
per use of it. Where to fix the blame of this abuse I donot pretend
to determine. Neither of the parties seem to be sufficiently free
from it to fix it exclusively on the other; and the votaries of each
pretend to justify themselves on the principles of self defence. The
public taste in this respect is unquestionably viciated by passions
and prejudices. Printers and Editors are but men, subject to like
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infirmities with others. As men they have rights and privileges
equal with other citizens; but as printers they act in the appropriate
character of instruments of communicating intelligence. It were
to be wished that the distinction met with due attention. A free
press under the absolute command of an indiscretely passionate
man may be likened to a dangerous weapon in the hands of a mad-
man, and may be at least equally injurious to the community.

6. The peculiar construction of our constitutional frame of gov-
ernment.

The essential quality by which this constitutional frame of gov-
ernment is supposed to claim a preferable distinction from any that
has preceded it, may be summarily expressed by applying to it the
title of a REPRESENTATIVE DEMoCRACY. The republicans profess
to admire it as a social compact founded on the broad scale of free-
dom and the rights of man, by which these rights and the freedom of
individuals are to be restrained so far, and no farther, than is nec-
essary for the establishment of social order and decorum, and by
which the whole force of the contracting parties may be combined
for this purpose and for national protection and defence against
external pressure and violence; leaving a sufficient degree of indi-
vidual freedom for the pursuit of happiness and comfort unre-
strained farther than is necessary to guard against injury to others
or to the public. But these descriptions are too concise to be under-
stood exactly alike in the whole extent they comprise, even by those
who may approve the essential principles contained in them. Dif-
ferent degrees of information and of the powers of comprehension,
necessarily diversify opinions respecting the details of an extensive
system, however uniformly the compound whole may be esteemed
and approved. The republicans may therefore be considered un-
der different heads or classes. But as these divisions, chiefly form-
ed by the causes just mentioned, are more or less distinguishable by
the irritation of the passions, and from other circumstances incapable
of accurate description, and do not necessarily imply a diversity of
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political principles, they may be left to your own observation.
The two parties, however, have found occasion to differ in opinion
on these subordinate points or details sufficiently to thwart and ir-
ritate each other by opposition.

Having thus stated to you my ideas of the radical ground of
division, as well as of the exciting causes of the rise and progress of
the party dissensions which disturb the harmony of society in the
United States, questions may naturally arise concerning the prob-
able effects of the excess to which they have arisen; but these I
must leave to time and to such conjectures as your own observation
may suggest. If we were to believe that the two parties generally
.were governed by such principles, views and motives as are imputed -
to them respectively by the distorted imaginations of some of the
inflamed partizans on the opposite side, we should have much rea-
son to apprehend that, whichever side should gain the ascendency,
the federal constitution would be inimminent danger of destruction.
But I cannot believe in the highly-wrought charges made by either
against the other as a party generally, whatever may be the eccen-
tric notions or intentions of some individuals in the one and in [the]
other party. There may possibly be among those claiming the title
of Federalists, men who wish to establish a degree of aristocracy in-
compatible with the genuine spirit of the Constitution, or even to
introduce monarchy; but I cannot suppose that such designs per-
vade the body generally as a party. They would do well however,
to examine the conduct of members who are suspected of such de-
signs, and if they find any manifestations or indications of the kind,
to discard them as unworthy the name of either Federalists or Re-
publicans. It is also possible that there are men claiming the title
of Republicans, of a disposition too turbulent and factious to rest
quietly under any established system of regulations for the preser-
vation of good order in society; but their importance, whether con-
sidered in point of number or respectability, ought to be an object
of contempt rather than of fear. The principles of anarchy cannot
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steal into operation unobserved. They are of a nature to approach
by overt acts, and can never gain strength in a well-organized and
well administered government, especially in a community of free-
men. The idea, therefore, that the Republicans as a body would
countenance measures tending to anarchy as part of their system,
seems inadmissible.

On the contrary I believe that if the two parties would exer-
cise a sufficient degree of care and moderation to examine, with calm-
ness and deliberation, into the motives and intentions of each other,
they would find that, setting aside the factious and perhaps inter-
ested motives and views of a comparatively small number of dema-
gogues on the one side and on [the] other, they have had the same
general object in view, and that there would be but little difference
of opinion as to the mode of pursuit, other than what arises from the
principles stated as the primary cause of such difference, which
might be so attempered by prudence and moderation as to avoid
disturbing the harmony of society or interrupting the friendly in-
tercourse of individuals.

FINIS
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EDITOR’S PREFACE

Doubtless some will criticise us for including the description of
a fancy-dress ball under the head of scarce Americana—yet there is
reason for it. The item itself was privately printed, and is now
very scarce. It is a graceful and witty effusion, written by a young
officer of the Army, and full of very interesting allusions to promi-
nent members of Washington society of the period; and all
named are identified by foot-notes, while at the end are notes de-
scribing the costumes. To the original form of these we have added
as much as possible; but have not been able to identify every per-
son in the list.

The period of the ball was one of such peculiar political interest
that the event itself was of more than passing importance. The
struggle in Congress between Freedom and Slavery was daily be-
coming more intense. A violence of language on either side, but
particularly on the Southern, was indulged in, such as would be im-
possible to-day. The armed conflict between North and South was
rapidly approaching. In less than eighteen months John Brown
was to appear at Harper’s Ferry; in two years and a half South
Carolina was to set the example of Secession; in three years almost
to a day from the date of the ball, Fort Sumter was to be fired on.

While it would be far-fetched to compare the Gwin ball to the
historic ball of the Duchess of Richmond, the night before Waterloo,
it is a striking coincidence that the opening lines of Byron’s poem on
that famous event are quoted at the beginning of the “Notes”.
Well might any participant in the Gwin ball have quoted Talley-
rand’s famous mot of 1830: “We are dancing on a volcano”.

Contemporary accounts agree that the affair was far above any
similar entertainment ever given in Washington.. The “Four
Hundred” of the capital were present. Diplomacy, the Army, the
Navy, the Cabinet, Senate, House, the President himself—in short
all of note were there.
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The host himself was a character only possible during such a
period. We are indebted to the encyclopedias for a summary of his
career.

William McKendree Gwin, born in Tennessee 1805, died in
New York city 1885, was first a physician in Mississippi, then a
s 54 - . +» politician, a representative in Congress (1840) and settled in Cali-
fornia in 1849. He was elected U. S. senator, with Fremont as his
colleague. While in Washington his house became noted as a cen-
tre of hospitality. He was very successful in “log-rolling” and ob-
tained many appropriations for the benefit of California. He was
re-elected, and served until March, 1861. At the beginning of the
rebellion he was arrested on an accusation of disloyalty, and im-
prisoned until 1863, when he went to France and tried to interest
Napoleon III in a scheme to colonize the province of Sonora, Mexi-
co, with Southerners. Succeeding so far as toreceive a letter from,
the emperor to Maximilian endorsing the idea, he went to Mexico,
but receiving no encouragement from either Maximilian or Marshal
Bazaine, he returned to California. From his connection with the
Sonora scheme he was popularly known as “Duke” Gwin.

General E. D. Keyes, in his Fifty years' Observations, callshim “a
seceder (secessionist) of the most refractory sort.”

The versification and metre of the poem will remind historical
students of the various similar productions of Major ANDRE—par-
ticularly his Prologue for the opening of the John Street Theatre.

For the identification of many of the characters, we are indebt-
ed to Mrs. Samuel Gouverneur, Jr., author of “WhatI Remember,”
who is now living in Washington.
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ORIGINAL PREFACE

This graceful and witty effusion, evidently regarded as too
much of a trifle to be acknowledged by its author, has by acclaim
been considered far too good to be lost.

The polished mind of its author has evidently been inspired by
the return of the age of hoops, to commemorate the fascinations of

the Belindas of our day in verse breathing the spirit of the Bard of
Twickenham.
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A METRICAL GLANCE AT THE FANCY BALL

O THAT gay Capital where congregate
The worst and wisest of this mighty State;
Where patriot politicians yearly wend,
The Nation’s fortunes, and their own, to mend;
Where snobbish scribblers eke the scanty dole
By telegraphing lies from pole to pole;
Where bad Hotels impose their onerous tax;
And countless Jehus sport untiring hacks;
Where Murder boldly stalks, nor cares a straw
For useless Police, or unused Law;
Where shrieking Kansas whirls her frantic arms
To fright the country with her false alarms;
Where Gamblers bland with Statesmen freely mix,
And seem sometimes to make exchange of tricks;
Where Impudence and Pertness takes the floor,
While modest Merit waits without the door;
Where Party decks the brawling Partisan
With wreaths and spoils,—no matter what the man;
Thither, O Muse of Fashion, wing thy flight,
And shed the radiance of thy varied light:
Leave thy dear Limbo, in the changing moon,
And on thy newly-patented balloon,—
The swift aérial Crinoline,—repair
To regulate the new vagaries there;
For Lo! amid the night of Faction’s din
A bright idea lights the mind of Gwin,
Bright as the Bow of Promise on the cloud,
Where flashed the lightning, rolled the thunder loud.
And see, responsive to her welcome call,
All parties vie to grace her Fancy Ball.
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No carking cares of State can enter here

To damp the spirits or repress the cheer.
Frowns and annoyance are denied the door,
And pleasure rules upon the waxen floor.

No Slavery, but to Beauty, here is seen;

Nor Abolition, save of Discord’s mien.
Chivalric sway all hearts and minds maintain,
From sunny Texas up to snowy Maine;

And Concord circles, with her flowery band,
All parts and sections of a happy land.
Come, and with me survey the motley crowd,
Partake the mirth, and join the laughter loud.
Fear not to yield to Pleasure’s syren spells,
But gladly borrow Folly’s cap and bells:

For know,—whate’er may be the general rule—
*Tis wisdom’s part sometimes to play the fool;
And motley here you’ll find “the only wear,”
With grave and gay, the homely and the fair.

Appareled thus, in form and spirit, now

To the bland Hostess® make your grateful bow—
Not California’s produce would content

The large abundance of her kind intent!

Nor California’s boundless mines command
The generous hospitality her hand

Would scatter lavishly, with liberal power,

To heap the gladness of the festive hour!

In regal guise, nor less with royal port,

She smiles sweet welcome to her gathering Court,—
The frolic subjects of a sportive Queen,
Whose kindness rules the gay, fantastic scene.
Close by her side, in form and stature great,

IMrs. Senator Gwin.
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As well becomes a pillar of the State,

With ready tact and all-attractive art,

The good Amphitryon plays his graceful part;
While near, the daughter of the house, arrayed

In the rich costume of a Grecian maid,

With charming frankness, and with winning grace
Reflects the kindness of the mother’s face;

While yonder Page, in splendid Court array,
Bespeaks the triumphs of a future day.

Our Pegasus is but a sorry nag;

He stumbles oft times, and perchance will flag:
To mount Parnassus is but up-hill work,
Although one labor like a very Turk.

We cannot, therefore, hope to bring in line

One half the characters that claim our rhyme;
And so—although too like the stupid trick

Of that wiseacre who produced a brick

As specimen of his house—we’re yet compelled
To give mere patterns of the things beheld;
And group together those who well might claim
A special place upon this roll of fame.

All those omitted we would but remind

That Cato’s image once was left behind.

Our catalogue’s not expected to be right,
But ’tis the best that we can now indite.

It may be meagre, and not understood;

But think, at least, that the intent is good.

Now gaze we round, to note, with dazzled een,
The rich ensemble of the brilliant scene;
Where every clime, and well nigh every age,
Send their gay delegates to crowd the stage;
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Where myriad hues their gorgeous splendor 1end,
And Art and Learning Beauty’s steps attend,

To add fresh lustre to the radiant air,

By nature lavished on Columbia’s fair.

How rich the medley, and how gay the throng!

Greek meets with Greek—Turk pushes Turk along;
Knights pair with Gipsies—Monks with stately Dames;
The Peasant Girl? the gallant Courtier claims;

The whittling Yankee,? all intent on gain,

Mates strangely with the azure blood of Spain.*
Here the gay Contadina’s® eyes will thrill;

There the Vivandiére® your heart will fill

With thoughts more maddening than the joyous wine
Which pours its gladness from her native vine.
There meekly moves the placid Quaker;” here
Stalks Caledonia’s gallant Mountaineer.®

There “Coeur de Lion’* winks at jovial “Tuck,” !

A Fortune-Teller,!* here, will give your luck.

But mark attentively yon gathering crowd!
There cluster those of whom the country’s proud;
Historic names and words of present power,
Who rule the fortunes of the passing hour.

Lo! in the centre, he who calmly bears,

Upon that snowy head, the nation’s cares,

The people’s chosen “Chieftain,’’!? simply great,
In that proud name, beyond imperial state!
Soldiers and Senators of large renown,

With Jack Tars,'* Lawyers, Editor, and Clown,

?Miss Ouseley. ¢Miss Martin. 10Mr. Odo Russell (later
3Mr. E. Baylor of Louisiana. Mr. Irving. Lord Amberley).
‘Mrs. Bowlin. $Mr. Cameron. UMrs. Philips.

5Mrs. Senator Thomson. ‘Major De Haviland. !*The President

13Mr. John G. Clarke
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Around him gather, a promiscuous troop;

There subtle Diplomats together group.

But now in various garb they gaily go,

From rich Court costumes down to Pierrot.
Among them glitters, with his gallant suite,
The brave Commander*® of the Turkish fleet;
From whose surroundings you may quickly scan
The novel era of the Ottoman;

No more a rude barbarian is he prized,

But claims his place among the civilized.

But this is not a time to moralize;
The buzz and glitter claim our ears and eyes.
We but attempt the merit of the dog,
Fidelity, in this our catalogue.
Exceptis excipiendis, as they say,
In Latin rather barbarous, by the way.
Of “Spanish Ladies,”!® ¢’en the names, I wist,
Would be as long as Leporello’s list.
Of “‘Spanish Cavaliers,””'” there’s a goodly store;
And two Rancheros,'® and a Matador.'*

“Italian Peasants” wander without fear,
Though “Fra Diavolo”* is hovering near;
And one there was whose eyes would murder more
Than that dark “Bravo”*! from her native shore.
Sly “Gipsies”?? lurk, with larceny in their eye,
Though pilfering hearts is not a felony;
As things of value they are not esteemed—

MM. le Vicomte de Treil- H. F. Clarke, Mrs. Luke '*Mr Trowbridge.
hard, M. Dollfus, M. Lea, Mrs. Nicholson, °Hon.JohnCochrane.

Guiot, M. Gau. Mrs. George Sanders. 20Mr. Nicholson.
¥The Turkish Admiral. '’Lieut. Richmond Aulick, ?'Mr. Parkinson.
1*Mrs. Senator Hale, Mrs. and Mr. Smith. 22Miss Craig.

361



40

THE GWIN FANCY-DRESS BALL

A mere rag currency that’s ne’er redeemed.
So give fair play to “Bowlin’’? and to “Beach,”’*
And let them steal—we’ll promise not to peach.

No more digression—let us go right on,
Or ¢’en this meagre list will ne’er be done.

See yonder Polish Maid,?® her graceful bearing

Is yet more charming than the dress she’s wearing,
Though that, in courtly circles, erst has won

The proper praise of taste from every one.

In contrast strong as that of night and day,

Lo! “Pompadour,””?® and ‘“Mistress Popinjay;”?*

The “Druid Priestess,”’*® and the bright “De Stael;”*
Yon tiny Fairy,* and that Gallant tall

(Though “Harney’s” “road to Heaven”* be rather rough,
The dashing soldier’s made of the right stuff);

“Queen Isabella,”*! and “Antipholus;’*

Dark ‘“Ravenswood,’’** with bold “‘Sir Lucius,”%¢

But no Lucia; and, in contact silly,

See “Falstaff’’ss huge, and the sweet ‘““Milk-Maid Milly.”’s¢

But mark where, strayed from some bright sphere afar,
With mildest lustre, shines the “Morning Star!”’3”
Endowed with woman’s best and dearest grace,

A soul seen sparkling through a radiant face,

#Miss Bowlin. ) Mrs. Senator Jefferson 3*Mr. Th. C. Cox.
#Miss Beach Davis. 34Mr. John Savage.
3Miss Legaré. 30Miss Withers. 3Commander Nelson.
M iss Porter. 31 Mrs. G. H. Evans. #Miss Winder.
¥Mrs. Powell 32Mr. A H. Evans, and ?*"Miss Ready.

28Mrs. MajorSutherland. Mr. Birney.

*A punishment resorted to by this distinguished officer during the Florida

war, is said to have been thus designated.
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That “Ready” smile the harbinger will be

Of dawning love in all that look on thee!

In kindred loveliness, with richer beams,

The bright “Aurora’* on our senses gleams;
Nor yields to that fair daughter of the Morn,
Whom Guido saw on car triumphal borne.
Amid such luminous splendor who could fail
To greet the “Sunrise’’* with a joyous “Hail!”

Here ‘‘English Hunters”’*° run their game to earth,

And strike the “Key” note of their jovial mirth;

There the glib “Downing ’*! seeks his ranks to fill,

And proffers bounty-lands and wives at will

(When, Brigham Young defunct, his household chattels

Are at the mercy of the God of Battles);

While bright-haired “Folly’’*2 shakes her cap and bells,

To find how fast her list of votaries swells.

Yon “Maid of Athens,”’4 if I rightly deem,

Will soon among her followers be seen;

For, though she boasts that proud and glorious name,
‘“Above all Roman and all Grecian Fame,”’

Grace, youth, and beauty, all combine to warn,

Not long by her will that great name be borne.

In closest secrecy, to all unknown,

That “Arab Maiden” 4 wanders still alone,
Peers through her mantle with a curious eye,
And keenly notes the various passers-by;
While, sudden bursting from a listening throng,
With whittling tool, and sharper cutting tongue,

38Mrs. Senator Douglas. D. Bradford, and Dr. 4?’The Misses Jennie Ty-

3¥Miss. Hale. W.H. Berry. ler and Winder.

49Messrs. P. Barton Key, *! Mr. Poore. 43Miss Washington.
4Mrs. B. L. S. Bodichon.
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Slick “Swipes,” with facile pertness, jogs along

To where yon “‘Syren’’* breathes her silent song—
That fluent music, that melodious grace,

Which guide the foot and animate the face.

The golden coins which bind her silken hair,

Are far less precious than her beauty rare.

Lo! “Clingman,”* from the coming century borne !

Its ““glass of fashion,”” and its “mould of form.”

Foreign Relations may admit his skill,

But in domestic he is minus still.

See saintly “Katherine,”’* in her brilliant youth,

When fickle Harry won her plighted truth.

To her may bitter fortune ne’er impart

The sad experience of a wasted heart.

There “Grandison,” ¢ with antiquated air,

Bows courtly compliments to every fair;

And yonder “Walker” shows, with graceful ease,

The beau-ideal of a “French Marquise;” ¢

While here, by proud hereditary right,

Our “Starry Banner”* floats in living light.

There “La Dame Blanche’®! the sable ‘“Denmark’’s?
meets;

Here courtly ‘“Buckingham’® “Ophelia’* greets;

And “Winter”® shows us that sometimes her snows

Fall soft as leaflets of the summer rose.

And see, without regard to age or station,
A curious group, made up or every nation,
Besides such garbs as fancy may devise

#Mrs. Haywood. 49Miss Mary Walker. 5*Mr. Banks.

4#Hon. Mr. Clingman. 59Mrs. Pendleton. 8¢Miss Cheatham.
“"Miss Mechlin. §1Miss Greenhow. 55The Misses Beale and
4Mr. J. Buchanan Henry 52 Booth.
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To give grotesque or picturesque surprise.
The “Nine of Diamonds,”’®® and the “Queen of May,”*’
And the sweet Queen of Flowers, the charming Ray;*®
“Midnight,”* and “Night,”® and “Bright Night,””*! and
what not;
And of “White Ladies”*? a delightful lot;
And one among them we might justly praise
As “tyrannously pretty”’—(Browning’s phrase);
The “Earl of Leicester;’* sundry ‘“Quakeresses;”*
All sorts of “Peasant Girls,”’*® with flowing tresses,
Well-rounded ankles, and enchanting dresses;
“King Charles the Second,””*® with his curling hair;
A tempting “Bar-Maid,””*” and a fierce “Corsair;”*®
“Vandyke,””* and “Rubens;”’"® “King of Prussia,”’”* too;
The “Lone Star,”’’? and a “Native of Lew Chew;”"?
A Knight, in spangles and a helm of tin;”7¢
A “Country Gentleman,”’”s and ‘“Harlequin,” 7
An “Ellen Douglas,”’”” whom, to follow, must
Be to her Roland “hope and Heaven and trust;”*
The “Maid of Saragossa;”’’ “Claude Melnotte;”’?
A scalloped “Palmer,”’® and a ‘“Monkish Sot,”
The “Lady Charlotte Berkeley;’®! “Saint Pierre;’’

56Mr. Manley, British Miss Smith, Miss Clay- *Lieut. Hammond.

Legation. ton, Miss Luke Lea, 7/Lt. Thomas Wilson.
5"Miss Bascom. MissJosieUnderwood,  7Mr. J. P. Levy.
%Miss Ray. and Mrs. Ward. 76
5Mrs. Senator Pugh. SMr. Bridges. "

%Miss Scott. 8Miss Morgan. 78Miss Sue Johnson.
61Miss Bradley. 88Mr. Craig. Mr. J. D. Hoover.
62Mrs. Butler and Miss ¢Mr. M. B. Brady. 8o

Greenhow. 7"Mr. C. King. 81Miss Semmes.

8*Hon. Charles L. Scott. 71Col. Magruder. 2Hon Anson Burlin-

%Mrs. Belser, and Miss ?Hon. Mr. Underwood. game.
Wetherell.

*See Lady of the Lake.
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While near them, see, “La Belle Cantiniére’’ss
Dispenses her intoxicating laugh,
Which many a Peter* would be glad to quaff!
A “Maid of Athens,”’%—she’s a duplicate,
And bears so well her Oriental state,
There’s many a gallant quite content to go
The tender “Zoé mou sas agapou.”t
But here is something curious to be seen
In startling contrast to the crinoline;

“Saya y manta,”® it is called—Peruvian—
And quite improper, and ante-diluvian;
As queer and shocking as the strange bestriding
The Liman dames exhibit in their riding.
For those who are too matter of fact we add,
We do but jest,—the dress is not so bad;
But on the contrary, despite our fling,

*T'is, for a handsome figure, just the thing.

But we digress, and must retrace our way
“A nos moutons,” as writeth Rabelais.

We note “Count Wintersen,”’*¢—yon “Fillibuster’’?

Must find his place amid this cluster,— '

A handsome “Housekeeper,’’® whose ‘‘humble home”

You’d find so “sweet” you would not wish to roam;
“Egyptian Soldier,”’* and a “Chinaman;”
“Albanian Chief;”*! “Don Cesar de Bazan;’*?

A Court Belle, time of Henry of Navarre;

Senator Thomp- %Mr. G. T. Adams. 90Lijeut. Hammond.
Mr. S. W. Gillet. %IMr. R. B. Bayard.

8Maiss Boyle. 88Mrs. Greenhow. 2Major W. W. Russell.

85Mrs.

Bridges. #Mr. H. Ledyard. *Madame de Stoeckl.

*See L’Etoile du Nord, Act 2, Scene 9.
tMy darling, I love thee.—Maid of Athens.
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The “Knight of Gwynne,”’*¢ at a worse Court, by far;

A gay “Ranchero,” from Brazilian plains}

A part of President Monroe’s® remains:

That is, the very dress and sword he had,

When to the Court of France accredited;

And apropos to this, we will go on

To name with reverence “Lady Washington.”’?
*Tis scarcely right to note with the same pen,

A ““Maltese Boatman,”’*” sundry “Highlandmen’’?

(From the true Cameron Tartan, bran and braw,

To play-house costumes, scarcely worth a pshaw);

Two “Oxford Men,”? in academic gown;

And one male Savage, done up very brown;

And sundry “Antique Dames,”’'*® whose name and station

Are truly worthy of commemoration,

But that the Muse, a stubborn, wilful jade,

And somewhat jealous, will refuse her aid;

However, she’s but mulish, yet might pass

For beast more stupid if she named not ““Cass.” %!

“Lo! the poor Indian!”’'**—“poor, indeed! nay, come,
Why, that’s the richest costume in the room!
It made, pray let me tell you, a commotion
At some great ball on t’other side the ocean.”
Imported praise is like imported stuff,
It brings its price—the home-made is too rough;
But still this costume richly merits praise;
The wearer would, although she dressed in baize!

*Lieut. Mowry, of Ari- °"Mr. Rodgers. 9%Messrs. Hughes and
zona. %Mayor Magruder, Ma- Phillips.
9%Mr. Kingman. jor Sutherland, and 100
9Mrs. Steadman. Mr. Shaw. 101Migs Cass.
102Mrs. Berg.
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“Why, here’s another—La! she makes me start,
She is so like an Indian! see the part
Of her dark hair—'tis painted red and blue—
The spot upon her forehead,—she’s a Sioux;
Her dress is perfect, and the knowing tell
That it was made by a Dacotah belle.”
Ah, “Minnehaha!”’'°® there be those who say
There is combined beneath that blanket gay,
Of wit and beauty, and all woman’s pride
Enough to furnish richly a whole tribe!

Pray, Monsieur “‘Cent-Garde,”*** see you take good heed,
Or that stout cuirass will not serve your need;
For triple steel is not sufficient arms
Against the witchery of yon Peasant’s!’® charms;
Call to your aid the Goddess of the Free,
And pay your homage to sweet “Liberty;’!
Under that charming banner, well I wist
“Prince Rupert”!?” would not hesitate to ’list.

Buoyant, and fresh, and fair, and full of grace,
“As Eve with nature’s day-break on her face,”*

Are those two sisters of the storied name,

The saddest on the rolls of British fame.**

See, where, in vain illusion, sweetly moves

That soft “Diana’**® from the western groves,

But sheds around her such a roseate light,

“That birds would sing, and think it were not night.”

103Mrs. Rogers. 105Miss G. Parker. 107Dr, Raney.
104Dr. Maury. 106Miss Parker. 108

*Mrs. Browning.

+*Did the writer refer to the Parker sisters? We are unable to explain his
mysterious allusion. [Ep.]
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Lo! little “Riding Hood,’’**® with artless grace,
Reveals the sweetness of her childish face;
And if the wolf’s not driven from the door,

She knows precisely how to treat a bore;

And they who “pull the bobbin, lift the latch,”
Will find a hostess very hard to match!

Mark how the grace that gilds an honored name
Gives a strange zest to that loquacious dame
Whose ready tongue, and easy-blundering wit,
Provoke fresh uproar at each happy hit!
Note how her humour into strange grimace
Tempts the smooth meekness of yon “Quaker’s”*!° face.
You’d scarcely guess, beneath that cap so prim,
Which decks, not hides, the handsome head within,
There lurks a wit as keen, for fools to feel,
As is her name to sharpen blunted steel.
But denser grows the crowd round “Partington,’*!!
*Twere vain to try to name them one by one.
Among them, he!'? whose quick and genial mind
By “diplomatic napkin’s’’* ne’er confined;
And she''? whose sweet and ever-beaming smile
Is ne’er assumed in diplomatic guile;
There, too, the Knight of the Mysterious Mission!!*
(For e’en the press don’t know his true position):
As he “annexed” his gracious Lady*'® here,
*Tis hoped he won’t oppose our fast career.

109The Mrs. Sickles and 1!!Mrs. Senator Clay. 114§ir William Gore Ous-
Hughes. 112Lord Napier. eley, K. C. B.
110Mrs. Major Emory. 113Lady Napier. 115Lady Ouseley.

*Vide Speech of Lord Napier (at St. George’s Dinner, N. Y. ,1857.)
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But turn we now to take a parting glance:

We cannot note the Supper, or the Dance,
Although the banquet richly might avail
To swell the marvels of a fairy tale.

"Tis drawing near the gray and mystic hour
When elves and goblins flit and lose their power;
So turn we, ere she chance to fade away,
Before the brightness of approaching day,
Where proud ““Titania’*!® trips with spritely feet,
And smiles in triumph o’er the heart of “Keitt;”!”
Who would not don, for that sweet smile she wears,
The longest ears that Donkey ever bears!

But pause we here—in vain my Muse would try
To paint the various shapes that meet the eye—
Turn where you may, and gaze where’er you will,
The gorgeous combination changes still;

A rich kaleidoscope of dazzling forms

Enchants the eye, and the rapt senses warms

Till, pained with beauty, the full heart, oppressed,
Demands the kind relief of nature—rest.

116Miss Withers. 117Hon. L. M. Keitt.

FINIS
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NOTES.

The Poem was originally written for “The Star,” of Washing-
ton.

The description of costumes is taken from the “Weekly States™
of April 17, 1858, and other papers.

“The” “Capital had gathered then
Her beauty and her chivalry, and bright
The lamps shone o’er fair women and brave men;
Hundreds of hearts beat happily; and, when
Music arose with its voluptuous swell,
Soft eyes look’d love to eyes which spake again,
And all went merry as a marriage bell.”

Some of the happiest costumes of the evening were unavoidably omitted
in the Poem; those, for instance, of

Mr. E. H. Wright,* of New Jersey, whose elegantly-formed legs displayed
to advantage in the dress of a Bulgarian Peasant, will not soon be forgotten by
those having an eye for form: and

Mr. W. Bodisco, of the Russian Legation, in the appropriate and elegant
costume of a Muscovite Postillion.

1.
Mrs. Gwin received her guests with a courteous affability that set them
at ease at once, and removed the embarrassment naturally attendant on enter-

*This was probably Edward Wright, whose sister Katharine Maria married Baron J. C.
Gevers, the Dutch Chargé d’ Affaires. She was a daughter of Senator William Wright, of New
Jersey.—[Ep.]
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ing lighted saloons in fancy dress. Her dress was that of the queen of Louis
Quatorze, composed of a skirt of white moire antique, trimmed with flounces of
pointe d’aquille; bodice of the dress trimmed with lace to match flounces; train
of cherry satin, trimmed with a ruche of white satin; coiffure of the time of
Louis X1V., which added to the fine effect of the costume, so admirably adapt-
ed to the noble figure of the lady-like hostess.

Miss GwiN, who aided in doing the honors, looked charmingly in the cos-
tume of a Greek Girl. White satin skirt and full white satin pantalettes; boots
of silver and blue satin. Over the white satin skirt, which is trimmed with
strips of cherry satin, was a skirt of tulle trimmed with silver. Tunic and bodice
of blue satin, trimmed with silver and blue satin. Necklace of pearls. Hair
plaited with pearls, and a Greek cap of blue and white satin, trimmed with sil-
ver and two silver tassels. It was a bewitching costume, and charmingly worn.

Miss CARRIE GWIN was dressed as a Page; white satin trowsers, full to
the knee; long stockings of silk; boots of black; coat of maroon velvet, trim-
med with gold; cap of velvet and gold, with white plumes.

Senator Gwin, in citizen’s dress, was ubiquitous, and unceasing in his en-
deavors to promote the enjoyment and amusement of his guests, exhibiting a
genuine California hospitality.

2.
Miss OUsELEY, an Italian Peasant Girl.

“A lovely being, scarcely formed or moulded,
A rose with all its sweetest leaves yet folded.”

8.
MBg. EUGENE BAYLOR, of Louisiana, came as Hezekiah Swipes, from Ver-
mont, in ra’al Down-east style, and kept a whittlin’ just as tho’ he was tu hum.

4.
Mpgs. BowwiN, of St. Louis, Spanish Duchess, an effective and brilliant
costume.
5. ,
Mgs. SENATOR THOMPSON, of New Jersey, as the “Belle Cantiniére,” in
“L’Etoile du Nord,” was universally admired. Her appearance easily explains
the conquest of a throne from the rough Peter, by her prototype.

5 John Renshaw Thompson (1800-62) was a senator from New Jersey 1853-62.
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6.
Miss MARTIN, a Vivandiére.

7.
ME. RicEARD IRVING, A Male Quaker.

8.
Mg. CAMERON, in his own Tartan.

9 and 10.

MaJor J. DE HAvVILLAND, late U.S. Army, as Coeur de Lion; O. RussgLL,
Esq., British Legation, as Friar Tuck; and DoN T. MoRENO, Spanish Legation
as Robin Hood—forming a group from *‘Ivanhoe.” Major De Havilland wear-
ing a veritable suit of massive steel, which became his stalwart frame as though
it were clothed in the summer costume of our own times, as he moved with ease
through the maze of the dance, “towering as a monarch” over his frolick sub-
jects. Mr. Russell was capitally dressed as Friar Tuck, and sustained his part
with jovial decorum, as became that rollicking anchorite. And Mr. Moreno
looked the free forester to perfection. This group was considered the most suc-
cessful among the male costumes of the evening.

11.
Mgzs. PraiLuirs, of Alabama.

12.
TaE PRESIDENT wore citizen’s dress.

18.
MBg. JorN G. CLARKE, in a sailor’s costume. His open, honest counte-
nance admirably suited the character of the frank tar.

8 Probably J. Donald Cameron, afterwards Senator, and Secretary of War in 1876; son
of Simon Cameron, who was Secretary in 1861.

9 Although the author’s name is given thus in the original, he appears in the Army List as
John Von Sonntag Haviland, lieutenant Third Dragoons, resigned in 1847.

12 “To whom Fortune offered one of the finest chances to win a great name by simply do-
ing his plain duty with resolution and energy—(but) managed to make himself the most miser-
able Presidential figure in American history.” CARL SCHURZ— Reminiscences.

In January, 1861, he came into General Scott’s private office while I was present, and drop-
ping heavily into a chair, exclaimed, “The office of President of the United States is not fit fora
gentleman to hold.” GEN. Keyes.—Fifty Years’ Reminiscences.
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14,

M. Le VicoMTE pE TREILEARD, First Secretary of the French Legation,
sported a Pierrot’s dress, trimmed with pink satin.

M. DoLrrus, Secretary of the French Legation, Pierrot, trimmed with
blue satin.

M. ALEXANDRE GAU, of the Prussian Legation, Pierrot, trimmed with pur-
ple satin.

M. Guiot, Chancelier of the French Legation, Pierrot, trimmed with yel-
low satin. A merry Quartette did these gentlemen form.

15.
The Turkish officers were present en grande tenue, the costume of the Ad-
miral almost hidden by heavy gold embroidery. M. OscANYAN, their drago-
man, wore a dashing Suliote costume.

16.

MpRs. SENATOR HALE, of New Hampshire, as a Spanish Duenna, attracted
much admiration; the high comb and veil giving a fine effect to her expressive
features.

MRs. Horace F. CLARK, a Spanish Lady. Perfect!

Mpgs. Luke LEa, a Spanish Lady—a most elegant and effective dress.

Mgs. NicBOLSON, a Spanish Lady.

Mrs. GEORGE SANDERS, of New York, a Spanish Lady, in satin and lace,
with high comb and mantilla.

Miss Luke LEa, a Spanish PeasantGirl. As captivating as Zerlina!

17.
Lr. RicamMonp Avnick, U. S. N., as a Spanish Student.

MR. SmiTH, of Washington, a Spanish Cavalier of the court of Philip II.

14 Herr Gau afterwards married Miss Margaret Campbell, sister of Mrs. Samuel L. Gou-
verneur, Jr.

156 Hutchik (Christopher) Oscanyan (1818-18—) was afterwards Turkish Consul at New
York where he established “Oscanyan’s Turkish Museum”, a well-known place of resort.

16 John P. Hale (1806-78) was Senator from New Hampshire, and Chairman of the Naval
Committee during most of Lincoln’s administration. As such he greatly annoyed Secretary
Welles, who paints him in the blackest colors in his Diary.

16 Mrs. Augustus S. Nicholson, daughter of General Thomas S. Jesup, U. S. A.
17 Richmond Aulick (1840-68), Lieutenant U. S. N., 1854.

876



NOTES 55

18.
MER. TrowBRIDGE, of Louisiana, a Ranchero.
Dox E. b MUuRUAGA Y ViLDOsoLA, Ranchero. Ready to “lasso” the
hearts of the daughters of America.

19.
Hon. JouN CocHRANE, of New York, a Matador, and a most gallant-look-
ing one.

20.
MEg. NicHoLsSON, Fra Diavolo.

21.
Mgz. PaRrkiINsoN, of New York, Italian Bravo.

: 22.
Miss Craig, of Washington, Gipsy Girl.

23.
Miss BowwLiN, of St. Louis, Jenny the Gipsy.

U.
Miss Beacs, of Hartford, aGipsy, and a most bewitchingone at that, dress-
ed with great taste, and creating a decided sensation.

25.
Miss Lecar£, Polish Maid. The costume alluded to was, however, worn
by
MLLE. DE MONTHOLON. A dress designed, originally, for a Fancy Ball at
the Tuilleries, by Her Majesty the Empress Eugenie.

26.
Miss PorTER, of Lancaster, Pa., Madame Pompadour.

7.
MBgs. PowgLL, Mrs. Popinjay.

19 John Cochrane of New York (1818-88) was a member of Congress from 1851 to 1861,
and became a brigadier-general in 1862. He was prominent in New York politics for many
years.
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28.
Mgs. MAJOR SUTHERLAND, of Washington, Norma; and with such a
priestess, who would not worship at a Druidical altar?

29.
MB=s. SENATOR JEFFERSON Davis, as Madame De Stael, wore the most
correct historical costume of the evening, and very becoming it was. Necker
himself would bave recognized the mind, as well as the costume, of his daughter.

: 80.
Miss WITHERS, as Tilania, caused many a “Mid Summer Night’s Dream.”
81.

Mgs. A. H. Evans, of Texas, as Isabella, Queen ‘of Spain, wore a robe of
royal blue velvet, trimmed with white ermine and gold lace, with flowing regal
sleeves and cape to correspond. On her Catholic Majesty’s head was the
crown of Spain, studded with jewels, from beneath which hung a profusion of
dark rich curls. The long train, as it swept by, attracted general admiration.

82.

MR. ALEx. H. Evans, of Texas, as Antipholus of Syracuse (in the “Com-
edy of Errors”), was dressed in a scarlet velvet jacket and breeches, puffed with
blue silk and trimmed with gold lace; cap, feathers, and cape to correspond.
This was one of the most becoming and brilliant dresses in the room.

MBR. BIrNEY, Antipholus of Ephesus.

88.
MR. TroMAs C. Cox, of Georgetown, as Edgar of Ravenswood (in “Lucy
of Lammermoor”’), & showy costume, worn with great ease and grace.

34.
MR. JOBN SAvAGE, of Washington, Sir Luctus O’ Trigger.

85.
CoMMANDER NELSON, U. S. Navy.

84 John Savage (1828-1888) an Irishman, was a noted journalist and prolific author, editor
of Stephen A. Douglas’ organ, The States. He served in the 69th New York during the Rebel-
lion.

85 William Nelson (1825-62) afterwards a Major-General, and killed by General Jeff. C.
Davis, at Louisville in a private quarrel.
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36.
Miss WiNDER, Milly, the “Maid with the Milking Pail.”

87.

Miss Reapy, of Tennessee, beamed brightly as the Morning Star, and was
pronounced by a veteran judge of beauty the most attractive young lady at the
ball.

88.

Mgs. SENATOR STEPHEN A. DouaLas, of Illinois, as Aurora, was decidedly

da Belle du bal, and elicited universal admiration.

‘““Her presence was as glorious as her state;
Her beauty of that overpowering kind,
Whose face description only would abate:
I'd rather leave it much to your own mind
Than lessen it by what I could relate
Of form and features: it would strike you blind
Could I do justice to the full detail—
So (luckily for both) my phrases fail.”

89.
Miss HaLE, of New Hampshire, as Sunrise, scattered bright and joyous
glances wherever she moved.

“I marvel not, O Sun! that unto thee,
In adoration, man should bow the knee
And pour the prayer of mingled joy and love.”

88 Mrs. Douglas, as Miss Rose Ad¢le Cutts, was one of the noted belles of Washington.
After Douglas’ death she married General Robert Williams, U. S. A.
89 Daughter of John P. Hale.
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40.
P. BartoN Ky, Esq., of Washington, an English Hunter.
D. Braororp, English Hunting Dress.
Hon. I. T. Harcr, New York, Huntsman.

Dr. WiLiam H. BERRY, of Washington, an Englisk Hunter; and a most
complete costume it was, in every part.

41
MER. PooRrE, of Massachusetts, the Merry Monarch, and, later in the even-
ing, as Major Jack Downing, enlisting for the Utah army.

42.
Miss JENNIE TYLER, of Washington, looked charmingly as Folly.
Miss WINDER, of Washington, was a bewitching representative of Folly,
and was justly admired.
“Whom to call
Pretty were but to give a feeble notion
Of many charms in her as natural
As sweetness to the flowers or salt to ocean.”

48.
Miss WasnINGTON, Maid of Athens.

44,
Mazs. B. L. S. BopicHON (née Miss BArBARA LEIGH SMiTH, daughter of
BenJaMIN SMiTH, Esq., late M. P. for Norwich, England), Arab Maiden, cer-
tainly one of the best sustained characters in the room.

40 Israel T. Hatch (1808-75) was a member of Congress from New York, 1851-59, and af-
terwards Postmaster at Buffalo.

Philip Barton Key (1818-1859), brother of the author of the Star-Spangled Banner, was
U. S. Attorney for the District of Columbia. Less than a year later (February 27, 1859) he
was shot and killed by Daniel E. Sickles, in the historic tragedy of Washington society. Mrs.
Senator Pendleton was his sister. “I recall Mr. Key as the handsomest man in all Washington
society. In appearance an Apollo, he was a prominent figure at all the principal fashionable
“functions”. He was even more popular with other men than with women.”—Mrs. Clay:
A Belle of the Fifties”.

41 Ben Perley Poore was the Washington correspondent of the Boston Journal, and one of
the best-known men in the capital, where he lived from 1854 to 1887, and where he died (1887).
His Reminiscences are a mirror of the period.

44 Bodichon was a nephew of the Russian Minister.
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45.
Mgs. Haywoob, a Syren.

46.
Hon. MR. CLINGMAN, of North Carolina, as a Gentleman of the 20th Century,

47.
Miss MEcHLIN, of Washington, as Catharine of Aragon, looked magnifi-
cently.
“‘She in sooth .
Possessed an air and grace by no means common;
Her stature tall—I hate a dumpy woman.” (Byron.)

48.

ME. J. BuceANAN HENRY (nephew of the President), as Sir Charles
Grandison.

49,

Miss Mary WALKER, of Washington, as a French Marchioness, dressed
in the elaborate Court costume of Versailles, with hair powdered, and elegant
lace, was one of the most charming and noticeable ladies present, and elicited
general admiration.

50.
Mgs. Geo. H. PENDLETON, of Cincinnati, the Star Spangled Banner.

51.
Miss GReeNHOW, of Washington, appeared to great advantage as the
White Lady of Avenel.

46 Thomas L. Clingman (1812-97) was then a member of Congress from North Carolina.
Afterwards he was a Confederate officer. His costume on this occasion was “a blue coat with
metal buttons, faced and lined with white satin, except the velvet collar. Two vests, the outer
one white, under one red, white satin breeches with red bands at the knees, white silk stockings
and black pumps.”

The editor of the States said: “If all those beaux who live in the twentieth century look as
well as did the honorable and gallant member from North Carolina, the appearance of ball-
rooms will be improved.” The twentieth century is with us, but all the efforts of the tailors
since 1858 have not yet effected any substantial change in the waiter-like dress of gentiemen on
festive occasions.

50 George H. Pendleton (1825-1889) was member of Congress from Ohio 1856-65, and
Senator in 1878. Of his wife the British Minister, Lord Napier, said: “She had the most classic
head I have seen in the United States.”
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58.
Mgz. BaNKs, of Virginia, the Duke of Buckingham, an attractive and dash-
ing costume.
54.
Miss CHEATHAM, Ophelia—a most becoming costume, admirably adapted
to the wearer’s charms.
55.
Miss BEALE, Winter.

Miss Boorn, Stonington, Conn., Winter.

56.
H. MaNLEY, Esq., Attaché of the British legation, appeared as the Nine
of Diamonds—a trump card.
517.
Mgs. Bascou, of Kentucky, looked charmingly as Queen of May.

58.
Miss Ray. Queen of Flowers.

59.
MRs. SENATOR Pugn, of Ohio, represented Night with great effect, as
“she walked in beauty.”
60.
Miss Scotr, of Baltimore, as Night.

61.
Miss BrapLEY, of Washington, appeared as a Bright Night—

“Unveiled her peerless night,
And o’er the dark her silver mantle flew.”

62.
Mgs. BUTLER, of South Carolina, White Lady of Avenel.

59 George E. Pugh (1822-76) was a member of Congress from Ohio 1858-61, a pro-slavery
Democrat, living at Brown’s Hotel, so largely patronized by Southerners that Mrs. Clay says
of it, ‘““We keep Free-Soilers and Black Republicans on the other side of the street. They are
afraid even to inquire for board at this house.”

62 Andrew P. Butler was then a senator from South Carolina. He was uncle to Preston
S. Brooks, who assaulted Sumner.
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68.
HonN. Cras. L. Scorr, of California, Earl of Lefoester.

64.
Mgs. BELsER, Hannah Prim, of the Society of Friends.

Miss WETHERELL, a Quakeress of most demure and fascinating appearance.

65.
Miss SmiTH, of Washington, as a Swiss Peasantess, looked charmingly, as
did her guest,
Mges. Warp, Paysanne.
Miss Josie UNDERWOOD appeared as a French Peasant Girl, in short white
dress, trimmed with red, white and blue, fancy boots, a little hat on one side of
her head, long black curls over her neck and shoulders.

66.
Mg. Bripaes, California, English Court Dress of Charles IL.’s reign.

617.
Miss MoRrGaN, English Bar-Maid of the olden time.

68.
MR. Craia, a Corsair.

69.
Mg. M. B. Brapy, of New York, looked magnificently as Vandyke, in the
court dress of his time; a most appropriate costume for an artist.

70.
Mg. C. King, Rubens.

71.
CoL. MAGRUDER, King of Prussia.

69 Matthew B. Brady, then and afterwards the noted photographer,—whom Bret Harte
introduces in “Her Letter””—has lately been recalled to the mind of a forgetful public by the re-
publication of his photographs of the Union Army. He was born Cork, in Ireland, in 1828, and
died in New York about 1902.

71 John B. Magruder (1810-71) “(Prince John”) the dandy of the “Old Army”, destined
to distinction as a Confederate general, and as the adversary who so long delayed General Mc-
Clellan in front of Williamsburg, Va., by his skillful use of an inferior force, and the placing of
“‘Quaker” guns in the defences.
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72.
Hon, Mr. UNomawWOOD, ths Lone Star.

78.
Lieur. HammonD, Native of Lew Chew.

74.
Lieur. THOMAS WiLsoN, U. S. A., a Knight.

75.
Mpg. J. P. LEvy, of Washington, an English Country Gentleman of the olden
time.
78.
Miss Sue JorNsoN, Maid of Saragossa.

79.
M&. J. D. HoovER, Claude Melnotte.

81.
Miss Semmes, of Washington, Lady Charlotte Berkeley, a capital and most
becoming historical costume.
82.
Hon. ANsoN BURLINGAME, of Massachusetts, Julian St. Pierre—a most
becoming costume, gallantly worn.
88.
Mpgs. SexaTorR THOMSON, of New Jersey, as the Belle Cantiniérs, “in
L’ Etoile du Nord,” was universally admired. (This is a duplicate of No. 5.)

84.
Miss BoyLe, Maid of Athens.

85.
Mpgs. BrinGESs, in Peruvian Dress,—Saya y Manta.

86.
J. T. Apaums, of Washington, Count Wintersen.

74 Lieutenant Fifth Infantry, afterwards Brigadier General. Died 1001.

82 Anson Burlingame (1820-70) was a member of Congress in 1858, and Minister to China
1861-67. He was challenged by Preston S. Brooks, and agreed to fight him at Navy Island,
near Niagara Falls, but Brooks refused to go there.
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87.
Mg. S. W. GrLreTT, of Washington, was a most fascinating Fillibuster,
and wore one of the most complete and harmonious costumes at the ball.

88.
Mgs. GREENBOW, of Washington, was a most comely Housekeeper of the
Old School; and although the costume was not as showy as some, yet the esprit
of the wearer made her “glorious as a diamond richly set.”

89.
MgR. HENRY LEDYARD, of Michigan, sported a genuine Egyptian Uniform,
of the pattern worn by the troops of Mahomet Al.

90.
Lizur. Hammonp, U. S. N., Chinese.

91.
M=z. Bavarp, of Washington, Albanian Chief.

2.
MaJsor RussELL, Don Caesar de Bazan.

93.
MaDAME DE STOEKEL, a8 & Lady of the Court of Henrt Quaire, with high
standing ruff, appeared magnificently, and attracted general admiration.

88 Of all the personages of the ball, none was destined to a more remarkable experience than
Mrs. (Robert) Greenbow (Rose O’Neill). She was an ardent secessionist in 1861, and it is said
conveyed to the rebels information which led to the Union defeat at Bull Run. She was ar-
rested, imprisoned in her own house in Washington, and finally sent South. She published a
book about her experiences: “My Imprisonment, and the First Year of Abolition Rule at Wash-
ington” (London, 1868). Her end was most tragic: In 1865 she was returning from England
upon a blockade-runner, which entered Wilmington in safety. Having with her a considerable
sum in gold, the profits of her book, she had placed it in a bag, hung around her neck. Leaving
the steamer in a small boat, she fell overboard, the weight of the gold held her down and she was
drowned. (Mzs. GouvERNEUR: What I Remember.)

Mrs. Greenhow, who was reputed to be the most persuasive woman ever known in Wash-
ington, tried to persuade me not to take part in the war (1860)— GeN. Keyxs.

9] Thomas F. Bayard, afterwards Secretary of State and Minister to England under Presi-
dent Cleveland.

98 Wife of the Russian Minister.
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94.
Lievur. MowRy, of Arizona, The Knight of Gwynne at Court.

95.

Mge. KiNneMaN, of Washington, the respected Doyen of the “world of let-
ters,” wore a Court Dress, which belonged to and was originally worn by Presi-
dent Monroe.

96.

Mgs. STEADMAN, as Lady Washington, not unworthily represented that

honored name.
97.
ME. RoGERs, a Maliese Boatman.

98.

Mavor MAGRUDER, of Washington, a Highlander, was a fine representa-
tive of “Bonnie Scotland.”” Among his clansmen was Mr. H. W. MUNDER, in
full Highland garb.

MaJor SUTHERLAND, Highland Chief.

MB&. SHAW, of the New York Herald, Rob Roy McGregor.

99.
MEg. HuagHEs, of Virginia, an Ozford Student, wore his academical cap and
gown with learned dignity.
Mege. PriLriprs, Ozford Student.

101.
Miss IsaBELLA Cass, of Michigan, was dressed with great taste and ele-
gance, as a French Marchioness.

94 Sylvester Mowry (1880-71) who had been elected a Delegate from Arizona Territory
in 1856, but was unable to take his seat. He was author of “The Geography and Resources of
Arizona and Sonora”, and a frequent magasine contributor.

95 Eliab Kingman was the Nestor of the Washington press. His costume was that worn
by Monroe while our Minister to France.

99 Mrs. Philip Phillips, whose husband was a member of Congress from Alabama, and
later became a noted lawyer in Washington. She was a bitter Secessionist, and was, with all
her family, sent to New Orleans, where General Butler was in command. Her conduct there
was such that for a time she was confined under guard on an island near the city.

101 Daughter of Lewis Cass, Secretary of State at the time.
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102.
M=rs. BErg, of New York, Indian Princess. 'This was, perhaps, the most
perfect costume worn, and everything about it was in keeping.

108.
Mpgrs. RoGERs, Minnehaha, a beautiful Sioux costume, worn with graceful
ease,

104.
DR. MAURY, one of the Cent Gardes who are the defence and ornament of
the present French Court.

105.
Miss G. PARKER, as a Peasant Girl, was charmingly dressed.

106.

Miss PARKER, of Washington, Liberty, and a glorious-looking Goddess she
made.

107.
D=r. RANEY, of South America, wore a fine dress as Prince Rupert, that
gallant soldier of merry England.

109.
Mags. SickLEs, of New York, Little Red Riding Hood.
Mgrs. HuGHES, of Virginia, was a bewitching Little Red Riding Hood, dress-
ed faultlessly, and with great taste.

110.
Mpgs. Major EMORY (MATILDA BACHE), a Quakeress. So much of heart
and mind, mingled in each glance of her eye, that the enthusiasm of Lauzun and
his comrades for the Newport belles of a former day was at once explained.

110 William H. Emory (1811-1887) was then a member of the Topographical Engineers,
afterwards Colonel of the Sixth Cavalry and Major General; he was distinguished during the
War.
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111.

MRs. SENATOR CLAY, as M7rs. Partington, with knitting in hand, snuff-box
in pocket, and Ike*, the inevitable, by her side, acted out her difficult character
S0 as, perhaps, to win the unanimous verdict that her personation of the loqua-
cious mal aprepes dame was the leading feature of the evening’s entertainment.
Go where she would through the spacious halls, a crowd of eager listeners fol-
lowed her foot-steps, drinking in her instant repartees, which were really superi-
or in wit and appositeness, and, indeed, in the vein of the famous dame’s
cacoéthes, even to the original contributions of Shillaber to the nonsensical
literature of the day; though Shillaber, as all know, made Mrs. Partington the
historical and national character she now deservedly is.

112.

Lorp NAPIER was, for the nonce, the Minister (George Hammond) of
George III., first sent to this country after the close of our war of the Revolu-
tion. His costume was faultlessly arranged. From the powdered wig dressed
as though by the hand of a friseur of that age (when that functionary at an
European Court was of more importance to the happiness of his subjects than
even the chief artiste de cuisine is now) down to the unexceptionable “water’ of
the diamonds in his shoe-buckles, he looked, indeed, the diplomatic courtier of
a century ago.

“A cold, good, honorable man,
Proud of his birth, and proud of everything—
A goodly spirit for a state divan,
A figure fit to walk before a king.”

111 Clement C. Clay, Jr. (1819-82), was then a senator from Alabama, and afterwards be-
came prominent in the rebellion. His wife’s book ““A Belle of the Fifties” is an interesting
chronicle of the period, to which we have been indebted for a number of these details.

112 Lord Napier became unacceptable to our Government, and was soon l:aasferred to
another post. Sir William Gore Ouseley (114) a veteran diplomatist, who had accompanied
him as Mentor, had married a daughter (115) of Governor Van Ness of Vermont. As Sir Wil-
liam had been in the United States nearly thirty years before, and had followed the then British
custom of writing a book (Remarks on the Statistics and Political Institutions of the United
States, London, 1882) about us, he was considered, no doubt, to be the proper person to coach
Lord Napier: but his efforts did not succeed.

*(A clever boy of ten years, son of John M. Sandidge, M.C., from Louisiana.)
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113.

Lapy NAPIER as Mrs. Hammond, wife of the first British Minister to Amer-
‘ica, appeared to great advantage, as she ever does.

114,

Sir W. Gore OuseLEY, Knight of the Bath, wore his official costume—
and a handsome one it is, becoming him well.

“Tall, portly, form’d to lead the courtly van
On birthdays, glorious with a star and string,
The very model of a chamberlain,
And such I mean to make him when I reign.”

115.

Lapy OuskLEY, née Miss Van Ness, as a French Marchioness, would have
.been an ornament to the Court of Versailles.

116.
Miss WitHERSs, Titania.

117.
Hon. L. M. K11t of South Carolina was Charles X11I., of Sweden.

117 Lawrence M. Keitt (1824-64) was a member of Congress from South Carolina (1852-

*60) Carl Schurz, in his Reminiscences, says: I heard Mr. Keitt, a rather handsome and oratori-

cally flamboyant young man, rend the Union “from turret to foundation-stone”. He was killed

at Cold Harbor, while Colonel of the 20th South Carolina. The relations between the Southern

Representatives and the Northern anti-slavery men in Congress in 1858 appear from the
pages of Poore’s “Reminiscences:”

Keitt to Galusha A. Grow, of Pennsylvania: “You are a d—d Black Republican puppy.”

Grow: No negro-driver shall crack his whip over me”’—and they came to blows on the floor
of the House.
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AUTHOR’S PREFACE

N introducing these Letters to the few friends by whom they
will be read, it is unnecessary to say that they were written
in the heat of conflict, and in the fullness of that patriotic

ardour and enthusiasm which distinguished the southern man in
support of the cause loved and lost.
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EDITOR’S PREFACE

MONG all the literature of the War of the Rebellion, we re-
call but two items which were published in Europe; both,
obviously, from the Southern side.

The first of these we have already republished in our EXTrA
No. 18, the “Right Flanker”’, and we now offer our subscribers the
second: ‘“Letters of a Confederate Officer to his family in Europe
during the last year of the War of Secession.”

So rareis the original that but the one copy from which we make
our own, has turned up in many years: and this one was bought by
the Library of Congress last May. It was issued from ‘“Neal’s
English Library, Paris,” and was doubtless privately printed in
a very small edition, for the author’s immediate friends—hence it
is unknown to the general public.

Its picture of the South in 1864 is of great interest. The
letters the author wrote and received were all carried by blockade-
runners, and as some of these were probably captured, this accounts
for the gaps in the series.

The author’s name we ascertained, after making search in every
direction in the South, was Richard W. Corbin, a son of a Southern
family long settled in Paris.
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LETTERS OF A CONFEDERATE OFFICER

59 Rue pe VarennEs,
FeBruary 91m, 1864.
My Dear Mother:

I was so painfully conscious of the grief you would experience
when apprised of that which I am about to break to you now, that
I tried to postpone the moment as long as possible of communicating
what will be the subject of this letter. But the time has now come
for me to procrastinate no longer, and to execute the saddest part
of a determination fixed, final and irrevocable. This determina-
tion which I am resolved to carry out with little delay, is to make
an attempt to get into the South, and when there to act as it be-
comes a man who wishes to earn the respect of his countrymen.
It is not by frittering and dreaming away the best years of my life
that I can expect to win that esteem, without which I feel I would
be eternally miserable. Were my sensibilities dead, my conscience
silent, this frivolous, good-for-nothing mode of existence would
most likely suit me very well; but thank God I have not so far lost
all self-respect as to hesitate any longer between the pleasures of
Capua and the exigencies of what I consider to be my duty. What
that is I think I am at an age to appreciate, and therefore my mind
is made up.

My dearest mother, you must not take up the erroneous idea
that all this is a mere freak, a transient ebullition of martial en-
thusiasm, which will simmer down and not be heard of in a few
days. Disabuse yourself of that notion, I entreat you, for never
yet have I been more inflexibly determined to carry out a resolve
than I have been for the past three or four months. This plan, you
see, is not the result of caprice, or of feverish impatience, but on
the contrary the ripened fruit of mature reflection. Ah, how often
have I tried to argue myself by the most ingenious casuistry into
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8 LETTERS OF A CONFEDERATE OFFICER

the conviction that after all this cowardly inactivity was right and
proper; but my conscience was not to be beguiled by such sophistry.

Sometimes I would try to suppress my inward yearning and
by an air of levity and insouciance lead you to believe that I was
content—yes, even in these stern times, with an horizon bounded
by the Bois de Boulogne and the Jockey Club. But after these
efforts I found that my aspirations to be up and doing only grew
more and more ardent. You know too well that I am not so
preposterously infatuated with myself as to imagine that I am
compounded of very heroic materials, and consequently you will
not tax me with inordinate conceit when I say that I feel I am
fitted for higher things than a lounge on the Boulevards. My
future happiness depends upon this step. If I don’t shake off this
dull sloth, my life will for evermore be embittered by the most
galling and humiliating regrets. Having opened my heart to you
I feel that you love me too much to impede a project so essential
to my happiness. Just think that if you have now any affection for
your idle, useless son, how much more that affection will be en-
hanced if it is mingled with a little pride at his manliness. I feel
some hopes that if my pen lacks the eloquence, at any rate it is
not deficient in the earnestness necessary to secure your approval
for this enterprise. With it I shall set out rejoicing, without it
I shall nevertheless persevere, although the load upon my heart
will be a grievous one. I ought to have said all this at La Boulaye
but the fact is I had not the heart to give you this additional pain
just before separating. You have ere this learnt that the sad event
which we all dreaded has just taken place, and that Madame de
Paris is no more. It was this morning that she departed this life.
Jean, unfortunately, was not present when death overtook her,
having returned for some refreshment; but he was aware that her
dissolution was inevitable, for Trousseau* told him that the poor
sufferer could not live through the day. All this is so sad that I

*Dr. Trousseau the celebrated French physician.
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TO HIS FAMILY IN EUROPE 9

have not the courage to prolong this letter; and so, with my fond
love to dear Bella, who I hope is in a fair way of recovery, I em-
brace you with all my heart.

Your devoled son,

Loxnpon, ApriL 14TH, 1864.
My dear Mother:

Bessie deserves a heap of thanks for her delicious little note,
and I hope you will tell her how grateful I am for it. I am happy
to say that her assurances touching the passport difficulty have been
verified, for, after demurring a little, the French Consul granted
my request on the strength of the shooting license, which came very
opportunely; and now, with this valuable document in my pos-
session I am to all intents and purposes a Johnny Crapaud, and can
snap my fingers at all Yankeedom. Pray thank Henry on my
account, for all the trouble, although ineffectually, which he has
given himself on my behalf. If I can’t thank him for the deed, I
do so most heartily for the will. Our passage over was very smooth,
they say, but I knew nothing of it, as I began to snooze long before
the boat left the wharf. We had some pleasant companions,
amongst whom was Lawley. He told us that he was going out to
Dixie on or about the 20th, in a small private vessel, the Nassau.
I have pretty nearly got through all my work here, and therefore
we shall start for Liverpool tomorrow, in order to have a good chat
with Tom, who has secured my berth. I am going out with a mag-
nificent outfit: Cook’s clothes are capital, and he has obligingly
undertaken to procure a]l the military accessories I shall require.
This is a great advantage, as I get a reduction of fifteen to twenty
per cent. on every article he purchases for me. Besides the two
cadeaux you got for me, we have purchased three woolen cloaks,
three woolen shawls and some other articles which I shall distribute
amongst my kith and kin when I reach the sunny S. I shall
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10 LETTERS OF A CONFEDERATE OFFICER

write to you from Liverpool in order to report my first impressions
of the ship. In the meanwhile, adieu. With best love to the
dear ones around you.

I tenderly embrace you.

Steamer Europa, orr QUuEENSTOWN,
AprmL 17tH, 1864.
My dear little Mother:
We have just come in sight of the coast of Green Erin, and in a
few moments I expect I shall be lying off Queenstown; I therefore
avail myself of this temporary stop to tip you a few lines.

We left Liverpool yesterday at two P. M., the hour of our
departure having been postponed from eight in the morning to that
time on account of a change in the steamer. The Arabia, which
was advertised to start yesterday, was unable to be ready in time,
having just arrived from Boston when we left. It appears that
she encountered some rough weather coming over, and was thereby
considerably retarded: in fact all the steamers are overdue, amongst
them the City of Washington, which we have just met. By her sig-
nals she informed us that she had been no less than three weeks
and a half coming from New York. So far we are experiencing
most delightful weather, and I trust that old Neptune’s fury is
spent by this time, and that he will not give us much annoyance.
I cannot say that I am favourably impressed with the Europa;
she is the oldest ship on the line, and consequently is deficient in
the comforts and appliances of more modern vessels. They call
her the tortoise of the line! I only hope she will make up for her
extreme slowness by excessive safety. She is a very old friend of
my father’s, who was$, you remember, on board of her when she
ran into the Charles Bartlett. My travelling companion Captain
Averell, is a trump; his manners are quiet, unassuming and gentle-
manly; in this respect I am lucky. At Queenstown we expect
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TO HIS FAMILY IN EUROPE 11

another Confederate; that will be jolly, for then we can defy the
Yankee element, which is sadly preponderant. There are some
sombre-visaged ‘“down-Easters” who look Bowie knives at us, but -
we treat them with ineffable scorn. We are slackening speed, and
in a few moments we shall come to a full stop—that must perforce
be the case with this scrawl, and so adieu until Halifax.

Your devoted son,

Havwax Horer, Havrrax,
ArrL 30rH, 1864.
My dear Mother:

I have this instant landed, and true to my promise I lose no
time in announcing to you the safe arrival of your rebellious son in
Halifax. But to my great disgust I find that the outward-bound
steamer calling at this port has left. I shall have therefore to
send these lines to New York, from whence there is no means of for-
warding them to you before Wednesday next. I fully counted
upon our hitting the aforesaid steamer when I started, but man
proposes and [the Atlantic] disposes, for instead of getting in on
Tuesday, as we might have done had the Europa been a boat of
average speed, and had we also been favoured with ordinary fair
weather, the welcome sound of “Land ahead’ only gladdened our
ears this morning at eight A. M. From the moment our poor old
tub steamed away from Queenstown until within two days of our
arrival, she had to contend with head winds, head seas—altogether
the weather was as bad as it could be, in fact such a stirring up of
the vasty deep at this season of the year has not been seen within
the memory of that superannuated salt yclept the oldest mariner.
The Europa indulged in a succession of saltatory eccentricities
very unbecoming in one so aged; when so engaged I can only com-
pare her to an oceanic Rigolboche. 'To give you an idea of the
knocking and tumbling about we had to endure, I will merely say
that for ten days consecutively I never sat down to dinner without
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12 LETTERS OF A CONFEDERATE OFFICER

having a plate of soup deposited in my lap, or without being bowled
out of my seat with a ponderous joint, which would every now and
then break loose from its moorings and come thumping along like
the most formidable of Druid’s rams. But notwithstanding all
these difficulties my appetite being exceedingly wolfish, I hardly
missed a meal. Being rather a jolly, devil-may-care lot, we got to
look upon the showering down of glasses and cruet-stands upon our
heads as exhilarating little incidents. After our achievements in
the feeding line I almost think I could cook and eat an omelette
on the tight rope, a /a Blondin. I think I told you in my scrawl
from Queenstown that I was not prepossessed with the looks of most
of my fellow-passengers; but I have had reason to alter my past
impression of them, and to satisfy myself of the truth of the adage
that appearances are deceptive. With a few exceptions the indi-
viduals whom I thought to be Yankees, turned out to be Nova Scot-
ians and New Brunswickers; than whom no people are more sym-
pathetic or kindly disposed towards the South. Judging from
their twang, and also from the cut of their jibs you might almost
fancy them to be unmitigated Down-Easters; but just get them on
the great South question, and you will soon find that they are a
hundred times more friendly than either the English or Canadians.

En route I made the acquantance of a very pleasant and gentle-
manly Virginian, who was on his way over to this port in order to
take command of the famous blockade runner, the City of Peters-
burg, which is now refitting here. Mr. Cameron (that is his name)
has kindly invited us to go down with him to Bermuda in his splen-
did craft; an offer which Captain Averell and myself accepted most
readily, seeing that the Alpha is a very slow and small boat, and
that she was crowded with an unwashed set of passengers, and
laden down to the water’s edge with cattle. The City of Petersburg
on the contrary merely carries out a supply of coal. She is one of
the fastest Clyde built-boats. They tell me she averages a rate of
fifteen and a half to sixteen knots an hour. This speed will enable

402



TO HIS FAMILY IN EUROPE 13

us to run round the Yankees, should they chivy us. Our sleeping
accommodations on board of her will be infinitely better than in
the Europa, and as to the cooking it will be unexceptionable, I am
sure, judging from a sample which we have had of it at luncheon.
The captain thought on arriving here that we would be able to get
off this afternoon, but it appears that owing to extensive repairs
required by the engines, we shall not be able to start before Tuesday.
This delay does not distress me much, as it will enable me to pur-
chase sundry articles much needed by the Confederates; and more-
over time will not hang heavily on our hands, for thanks to the
kindness of some hospitable citizens, I am sure that we shall live
upon the fat of theland. Tomorrow we are going on a grand fishing
expedition in the neighborhood, where we are promised great
sport. Our cicerone tells us that the other day he caught in three
hours twenty-seven trout, ranging from one pound to eight pounds.
I wish Jean were to participate in the fun. When we came along-
side the wharf we saw no less than four blockade-runners lying
in different parts of the harbour, and amongst them the notorious
A. D. Vance, or “Advance’ as the sailors call her. She has been
marvelously successful hitherto, having made as many as eight
round trips between Bermuda and Wilmington. I have just
spoken to her purser, who estimates the profits realized by her at
fifteen hundred thousand dollars in gold. It did our hearts good to
hear the lusty cheers with which the crew and passengers of the
Europa responded to the salutation of this little Secesh flotilla as we
steamed past it. The captain and officers did not attempt to
restrain this manifestation of good feeling, for they are capital
fellows and don’t disguise their sympathies for our noble cause.
I had just got thus far when, to my ineffable horror, Averell came
in to tell me that this letter cannot possibly get away in time for the
New York steamer. My letter will therefore have to wait for the
Boston boat of the 10th instant.

I must now allude to a melancholy incident which happened
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14 LETTERS OF A CONFEDERATE OFFICER

just as the Europa was getting under weigh. Some of the Boston-
bound passengers had gone ashore, and when the signal gun was
fired they were hurrying aboard. A nice young Scotchman, whom
I had often spoken to during the voyage, was ascending the plank
after shaking hands with me, when by some accident it tilted over
and he nearly fell into the water. A Custom House officer who
was standing on the wharf by my side seized hold of his coat col-
lar, and I grasped one of his arms just as he was sinking. By this
assistance we saved him from being mangled by the paddle-wheel
of the steamer, but alas, we could not pull him up fast enough to
rescue one of his legs, which was crushed into a jelly between the
paddle-box and one of the posts of the wharf. Just picture to
yourself the horror of the sight when my eyes fell upon his muti-
lated limb. He was instantly taken to the hotel, the best surgeon
in this city was called in, who immediately amputated his poor leg
below the knee. He bore the operation nobly: I did not hear him
utter a groan, but big tears trickled down his cheeks as the surgeon
was performing his bloody task. He had come out on a pleasure
trip, and was on his way to the Western States. What a sad mis-
hap for him at this distance from his friends. As he was quite
alone and friendless, Averell, a ship companion and myself take it
by turns to watch over him and to minister to his wants. My
“watch” is coming on in a few minutes, and so I shall have to pull
up. I don’t know what he will do without us when we are obliged
to go, as he does not know a soul in this place who takes the slight-
est interest in him. I am endeavouring to get a nurse for him, but
with little success so far. One of the doctors has come in to tell
me that gangrene has set in, and that his case is very dangerous
and in fact that two days will decide it. Horrible, horrible, indeed.

I must now say good-bye to you, not however without sending
my fondest love to my excellent father and to all the dear ones
around you.

Your devoted son,
P. S.—I address this to Isabella.
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Hamron Horer,
HawMmiuron, BErMUDA
May 111w, 1864.
My dear Father:

At Halifax, as I was folding up the letter in which I gave that
dear little mother an account of my trip from the “tight littleisland”
to the black shores of Nova Scotia, I could not help muttering deep
imprecations against the adverse winds that retarded the progress
of the venerable but alas, not rapid Europa. I was then savagely
ignorant of the golden opportunity which presented itself most
unexpectedly, and which enabled me to despatch the missive in
question a fortnight earlier than I had allowed myself to reckon on.
I heard by accident that the steamer 4. D. Vance was about to go to
England on the sly, for repairs. The moment the welcome intelli-
gence fell upon my ear I rushed in mad haste to her wharf, but she
had slipped her moorings when I got there, and had already begun
to steam off. However I was not to be discouraged by that mis-
chance, and so I forthwith chartered a boat, and after an hour of
superhuman exertions I managed to get alongside of her, and in the
most touching accents I implored the first mate to mail my letter
as soon as he reached England; this he agreed to do. If she does
not fall foul of a Yankee cruiser you will receive these lines, but if
the Fates decree otherwise, my ‘“kakography” will be consigned
to the flames, or in the deep bosom of the ocean buried. We were
detained in Halifax until last Friday by a series of vexatious inpedi-
ments. Our captain had originally intended to put to sea at least
on Monday evening, but at the last moment he was apprised of a
plot hatched by the rascally Yankee Consul for the purpose of
capturing the City of Petersburg. It appears that this bright-mind-
ed official had been tampering for sometime with the chief engi-
neer and a portion of the crew, and had succeeded in bribing them
by a combination of worthless greenbacks* and bad whiskey. But

*The author does not seem to have had personal knowledge of the value of Secretary
Chase’s famous first issue of National currency.—[ED.]
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fortunately our skipper got wind of these machinations, and incon-
tinently packed off the traitors. The present engineer is a good
Southern man and thoroughly competent, but it took him a long
time to get the engines (which had been probably put out of gear),
again into working order. We were chased by a Federal steamer on
leaving Halifax, but luckily we had sound men in the engine-room,
and by piling on plenty of steam our good ship ran cleverly away
from the Yankees. Our voyage hither was not marked by any
very noteworthy incidents, except on the morning of the last day,
when, a few minutes after sunrise, we espied a big man-of-war
steering athwart our course. We fully expected to be peppered
with shell and solid shot every minute. This rather uncomfortable
state of suspense lasted for what I thought a little eternity; but
to our intense relief the man on the lookout at the masthead in-
formed us that she was a British frigate. I drew a long breath and
as the visions of Fort Lafayette, green pork, with “Beast” Butler
in the background gradually vanished, I felt, like falling down
and worshipping the Union Jack. We put into Hamilton, a beau-
tiful little seaport, situated on the gem of this lovely group of
islands. The group consists of no less than three hundred and
sixty-five islands of every imaginable shape and size, and all within
a pistol-shot of one another; but some of them are so small that
it is by mere courtesy they can be dignified with the name of
islands.

Nature must have been in one of her gayest moods when she
decorated this coral reef, for at every step one comes upon a charm-
ing view, or upon some sweetly scented plant which would turn the
heads of all the Parisian perfumers. The horticultural resources
of this place are immense, and if the lazy negroes who constitute
three-fourths of the population would only assist Nature a little,
in consideration of the immeasurable riches she has so bountifully
showered upon them, I am sure that the vegetables of the “vexed
Bermoothes” would beat all creation. By the way, I protest
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indignantly against the injury which the immortal “Swan” did to
these gay and sparkling islands by making them the local habita-
tion of that horrid old monster Caliban. They came into the world
with the best auspices, but like many of Nature’s spoilt children
they have missed their vocation, and instead of becoming the
abode of Dryads and Fairies a swarm of the ugliest and “meanest”
darkies ever shipped from the coast of Africa have settled down here
like a blight. Before the emancipation the Estates here were very
productive, but soon after the manumission of the slaves these lands
receded from cultivation, and now they yield literally nothing at
all. With the exception of some very fine vegetables, all that is
consumed, whether in the shape of eatables or drinkables, is im-
ported.

A Bermudian was telling me this morning that it is impossible
to get any work out of these rascally niggers as he contemptuously
termed them. They are both indolent and insolent, and unless
pinched with hunger they scornfully refuse the easiest employment.
This blockade business suits them to a T for they get very liberal
pay for the small jobs it necessitates, and after loading and un-
loading the steamers that may chance to dribble in, you will see
them basking in the sun for hours and hours, like torpid alligators.
I think the most rabid of Exeter Hall Ranters would confess that
free black labour is a mad Utopia and that it is incompatible with
thrift and industry. But distance lends enchantment to the view,
and with some three thousand miles of salt water between them
and their colonies these fanatics fancy they have conferred a great
blessing on the negro race, whilst in fact their ill-timed philanthropy
has proved the curse of the blacks and the ruin of the whites.

It is really too bad to see the munificent gifts of Heaven
squandered away because these benighted wretches are too slow
to turn them to account; and yet Bermuda is said to be hardly a
fair criterion of the system. In Barbados and the other West
India islands it is infinitely worse, for there Sambo has reached
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the lowest pitch of demoralization. My Bermudan friend tells me
that had it not been for this war the white population would have
decreased, but as soon as this abnormal state of things is over, the
decrease will go on afresh. He is confident that ultimately the
descendants of Ham are to remain masters of the islands, and then
it will not be long before they relapse into barbarism and fetichism.
The deduction I draw from all this is that there is a good time
coming for Bermuda, and that ere a century elapses cannibalism
will be one of the prominent features of the place. Oh Wilberforce,
you were an unmitigated humbug!

The two principal ports are St. George and Hamilton, but
St. George is the more important business place of the two, and
it is there that the blockade interest is concentrated; but I stopped
here because the accommodation is better. I think it is likely I
shall have to remain here for a week longer, for no steamer will
venture out before the next moon. I am rather glad of that, for
what with fishing, cruising and bathing I shall manage to kill the
time pleasantly enough; however, as this missive is going in a
vessel sailing for England in a few days, I shall tip you a line just
before embarking, in order to tell you what steamer is to take me
on to Dixie; for the present I am entirely in the dark as to that.
The blockade-runners of late have not been so unfortunate, and
I am in hopes that the blockading squadron off Wilmington, having
been terribly scared by the sortie of a Confederate ironclad, will
not hug the shore so close as it has done hitherto.

Captain Maffit' is expecting a very fast boat from England,
and it is upon the cards that I may go in under his auspices.

The latest news from Dixie is of a satisfactory nature with the
exception of one item, which speaks of the wound of Longstreet.
It is said that he is very severely wounded, but we have not been
able to make out whether his life is despaired of. Burnside has

1 John N. Maffit (1819-1886) originally an officer in the Navy, entered the service of the
Confederacy in 1861, and commanded the *Florida.”
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been forced back with tremendous loss, and it appears that Grant
has been pretty roughly handled on the Rappahannock. These
advantages, coupled with the surrender of Plymouth and Banks’
rout, show that Fortune has not quite deserted our good cause.
Sanguine people here think that the war will come to a close this
summer. They tell me that I have arrived just in time to be too
late. These prophecies will give you some comfort perhaps, and
I jot them down for what they are worth; but I confess they are
very galling to my martial ambition. I have been obliged to put
off all my winter clothing and to don the thinnest raiment I could
fork out of my trunks. It is really very warm, and yet the heat
is so delightfully tempered by the moisture of the Gulf stream, and
the atmosphere is so delightfully impregnated with the perfumes
of thousands on thousands of fragrant plants growing in rank
luxuriance, that even with my strong dislike to very hot weather
I cannot help enjoying this balmy climate. Under its influence
I feel that I would very quickly become a regular lazzarone, and
go in for nothing but the dolce far niente. I hear that the Florida
has just arrived and that the natives of course are rushing off to see
her, so as I have reached the foot of my twelfth and last page, I
think I shall follow the crowd, and bid you adieu with a heap of
kisses to my dearest mother and to all the good folks at home.
Believe me, dearest father, Your devoted son,

Steamsure Lilian,
St. GeorGE’s HARBOUR, BERMUDA,

June lst, 1864.
Dear Father:

“Patience is bitter, but its fruits are sweet.” Never has the
truth of that saying been more fully exemplified than in my case;
for after a few weeks of vexatious detention in the vexed Ber-
moothes, I had the ineffable pleasure of receiving your welcome
missive enclosing those affectionate lines from Mother, Bessie and
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Jean, just as I was on the verge of sailing hence for the land of
cotton. You will be not a little surprised that at this late date I
am still vegetating on this island, and you will take up the idea that
like the whining schoolboy, I am creeping unwillingly to the South-
ern school of adversity. It is not my fault, but the cause of all this
delay was the moon, whose indiscreet rays have betrayed many an
ill-starred boat into the hands of Messieurs les Yankees.

We blockade-runners are a terrible unpoetic race of people,
for the “Queen of the Night” is our bugbear, and instead of making
odes to her like sentimental loons, we heap imprecations upon her
of a decidedly profane nature. But at last the nights are pro-
nounced to be dark enough for the timid crafts that nestle under
the folds of the Union Jack to venture on their illicit errands.
“Jove Juvante,” I shall be off tomorrow in the crack ship Lilian,
commanded by Captain Maffit. It was.a toss-up whether I should
pop into Dixie on board of the City of Petersburg, when she left on
the 12th ultimo, or whether I should remain here until the present
moon. I was strongly advised not to do the former, as the risks
of capture would be very great, from the fact that most probably
the moon would be shining brightly when she got off Wilmington.
I abandoned that plan, and most luckily, for steamers just in from
the south report that my friend the City of Petersburg has not been
heard of, and the belief is spreading here that she has been nabbed
by Lincoln’s cruisers.

This is a painful conjecture, for Averell is on board of her.
Nothing could shake his resolve of going in on her, and I fear that
he is paying the penalty of stubbornness in some Northern Bastile.
I have every reason to congratulate myself upon my decision of
running the gauntlet under Maffit’s auspices, for in addition to his
courage, experience and general company, I shall have the advan-
tage of enjoying the society of Lawley, Mr. Bowers, and Vizetelly,
the correspondent of the I/lustrated London News, who are all three
booked for the Lilian. She is considered by competent judges here
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to be the finest boat of the kind which has yet been seen in this
harbour. Her speed is said to be second to none, and as far as her
commander is concerned, he is the best by far of all the officers
engaged in the blockade; for he knows every inch of the North
Carolina coast, and he has given up ‘“‘splicing the main brace.”
Taking all these auspicious circumstances into consideration, I
arrive at the conclusion that we must and shall get in; but there is
many a slip between the cup and the lip, and therefore, par le
temps qui court, it does not do to be too sanguine. The company
to which this steamer belongs is connected with the State of Geor-
gia, and through the instrumentality of Major Walker, the agent
for the war department at this depot, I might have got a free pas-
sage in her; but then I could only have got this as a conscript. Now
I have no wish of being considered as such, my action being
entirely voluntary. I have therefore decided, in order to be as
free and untrammeled as possible, to pay for my passage. The
fare, considering the distance, is very high, but then I shall be
quite independent, a position I consider worthy of a pecuniary
sacrifice.

The charge is £80, but as the disbursement of that sum would
make a considerable hole in my finances, I have drawn upon you for
the amount, provided you do not object to pay a draft for that
amount—if so, I suppose I can meet the liability with what money
we have in the Confederacy. Of course the Yankee telegrams have
undertaken to prove to the European public that the Federal ar-
mies have carried everything before them in Virginia, and that
the rebellion is on its last legs. At the first flush those accounts
seem very appalling, but divesting them of all their bounce and
exaggeration, we here gather from them that the irresistible Grant
has done very little during the past three weeks save lose seventy
thousand men to advance five miles. According to the laws of
arithmetical progression, at that rate the Army of the Potomac
would be reduced to a corporal’s guard before it reached the for-
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tifications of the Southern Capital, even admitting that it con-
sists of four hundred thousand men. Cool and long-headed men
here, after comparing the reports of the Southern Generals with
those of the Yankees, have come to the conclusion that the balance
of advantages is on our side; and I can assure you that these block-
ade people are very matter-of-fact and dispassionate. I don’t
know where they may have been before they came here, but cer-
tain it is that now they are as free from fanaticism as any neutral
I have seen. If I imagined they represented Southern feeling I
would long ago have come to the conclusion that Confederates are
a very impassive, apathetic race. It is wonderful how refrigerating
the manipulation of dollars and cents is.

A gentleman here showed me a letter dated Richmond, the
24th, from a friend of his who is said to be a sagacious observer of
events; well, the view he takes of the late fights is the reverse of
despondent. I have lately made the acquaintance of the famous
Colonel St. Leger Grenfell, who was for a long time Bragg’s inspec-
tor-general of cavalry, and after that, chief of Morgan’s staff.
He is the man Fremantle speaks of in his book.? You remember
he says this bellicose John Bull is a great talker; but that he is one
of the rare instances where tall talking is commensurate with great
deeds. The fact is, his life has been one long series of adventures
and hair-breadth escapes, and Idon’t think there is a part of the
world where he has not figured more or less prominently. This
roving spirit has just left the Confederacy on account of a difference
which has occurred between him and the President about John
Morgan, who it appears is no favorite of the administration. I
don’t think this is his only motive for leaving Dixie, and I have
taken up the notion that he conceives that he has not received pro-
motion adequate to his services, or that he is jealous of Polignac,
who has just been appointed Major General. Anyhow, I got on
very well with the Dugald Dalgetty in question, and he gave me

2 Three months in the Southern States, by Lieut.-Col.W. H. Freemantle, an officer of the
British Army.
412



TO HIS FAMILY IN EUROPE 23

some very good letters of introduction to some southern officers,
and to Morgan in particular, who is evidently much attached to
him, judging from the exalted certificate he has given to him, and
which I had occasion to read. Mr. Bowns will give me the box you
mention, in a few minutes: I anticipate great pleasure in opening it.
I am delighted to hear that you have sent me my field-glass: it will
be most acceptable, as I had begun long ago to appreciate the full
extent of my forgetfulness. As to the epistolary envoy, I have
never had such a treat, and as Maffit has just remarked, if I devour
these tidings with such tremendous avidity after a separation of a
few weeks, what shall I do when months and perhaps years in-
tervene? I am jotting off these lines on board the Lilian, and
when I began writing I was under the impression that we would get
under weigh tomorrow; but I have been informed that in order to
“muddle” the Yankees as much as possible, we shall leave in a
couple of hours. For that purpose they are getting up steam in
desperate haste. The hissing and boiling water causes the boat to
quiver and vibrate in the most distressing manner to a man intend-
ing to write. If this scrawl is more than usually badly written I
must plead extenuating circumstances, for if dancing on a volcano
is a ticklish pastime, caligraphy on board a blockade runner is an
utter impossibility. I had hoped that I could chat with you a little
longer, but alas they tell me I must fold this up without further
delay. With the help of God, my next will be from Wilmington
or Richmond. Until then adieu to all the dear folks at home.
Your devoted son,

WiLmmvagroN, C.(ONFEDERATE S.(TATES)
JunE 51H, 1864.
My dear Mother:
Veni, Vici, and as Julius Caesar remarked, we have gone in
and won. Thank Heaven, I am at last on Confederate soil, having
most successfully passed through that awful ordeal yclept the
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blockade. There have been so many captures of late among the
blockade-running squadron, that I have every reason fervently to
bless my stars at having reached this haven of refuge, sound in
wind and limb. I wrote to you a few minutes before sailing that the
dear little Li/ian was getting up steam for Dixie, We steamed out
of St. George at six o’clock on Wednesday afternoon.

Amongst our live freight, or our live-stock—as the captain
facetiously called your offspring and his travelling companions—
were the amiable and accomplished correspondent of the ‘“Thun-
derer,” and a most amusing and jovial bon-vivant rejoicing in the
name of Vizetelly, who came here on a mission from the I/lustrated
London News. It is his intention to draw what he sees by field
and flood, for the special amusement and edification of those in-
different John Bulls. I trust that he will be the occasion of sending
to his paper the sketch of many a Yankee stampede. But to re-
turn to our muttons, in addition to these Britishers were three
Confederate officers belonging to the army of the west, and who had
recently effected their escape from Fort Chase. This, for a boat
whose everything is sacrificed to speed and freight-carrying ca-
pacity, was an awfully big lot of passengers: so much so that there
was no accommodation, in the European sense of the word, for us.
In fact at night, if the weather was at all fine, we would have to
shift for ourselves on the quarter-deck; if it was at all squally we
pigged together on the floor of our small dining room, or in amongst
the cargo.

You would have taken us without doubt for some of Lee’s
ragamuffins, had you witnessed our going condition when we dis-
embarked this morning to report at the commanding general’s
head-quarters. My clothes were so weather-stained and seedy,
my physiognomy was so thickly besmeared with a vile coating,
composed of salt water and coal dust, that it required the closest
observation and very keen powers of discrimination to distinguish
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this child from the very blackest of firemen. Mais a la guerre
comme @ la guerre, and I assure you we’re a very jolly albeit a very
dirty set.

From the start until Friday evening everything was going on
as merrily as a marriage bell. We were rolling off with ease our
fourteen knots, or about twenty-four kilometres an hour. No
Yanky was visible in- the horizon, and it was the captain’s inten-
tion, had we been able to keep this speed, to rush through the block-
ade on Saturday morning before sunrise.

We would have to grope our way about the coast until we saw
the Cape Fear lighthouse—for, as is often the case in the Gulf
Stream, the sky was cloudy at noon, and old Sol’s countenance
very indistinct; consequently an accurate observation was out of
the question. As it turned out, we would have struck the coast
twenty-five miles south of the entrance of the harbour, had we
stuck to the same course, but a portion of our engines became so
terribly heated that we were obliged to slow them. In that con-
dition the captain thought that his boat was not fit that night for a
dash through the fleet. He therefore determined to turn back and
go out some sixty miles to sea, and there stop the ship. As there
was no more excitement in store for us that night, I went to sleep
on the deck. When I awoke next morning I found the Lilian
going all round the compass, performing what the sailors call cir-
cular navigation.

To beguile the tedium of that species of navigation we devised
all sorts of pastimes, and amongst them sea-bathing. Two of the
Confederate officers jumped in, and just as I was preparing to
follow suit one of the sailors shouted out that he saw a shark. In
presence of such an enemy the rebels skedaddled in Bull Run style
and hastily clambered up the sides of the boat. In a second after,
a huge shark made his appearance. He was evidently awfully
hungry, for he swam round the ship several times in quest of what
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I think would not constitute a very first-class repast even for a
shark; for after six months’ incarceration in a Yankee dungeon a
Southerner can scarcely be considered a very dainty morsel. The
search proving fruitless, he gave his tail a flirt suggestive of intense
disgust, and made himself scarce. Thislittleincident had fluttered
us a little, and we were gradually regaining our composure when
the hand at the masthead sang out ‘“Sail ho”. All our glasses
came into play, and after a time we discovered a large steamer
straight ahead of us, that is to say between us and Wilmington.
The only thing to be done was to put about and steam away from
the fellow in the direction of Bermuda. He was bearing down upon
us as fast as he could go, and at first seemed to be gaining upon us,
but as the Lilian settled down earnestly into her working she flew
through the water, and then it was evident that the pace was too
much for the cruiser; she however, pegged away after us with all
the dogged tenacity characteristic of the Yankee race.

When we no longer saw her, Maffit, after a little dodging,
steered back in the direction of Dixie. It was then that I became
convinced that his reputation as a consummate navigator was
deserved, for notwithstanding all the zigzagging and doubling
which we had to execute in order to elude our pursuer he brought
the Lilian, soon after sunset, within a distance of some twelve miles
off the coast and at the exact point when the steering of the ship
devolved upon the pilot. We stood till nine o’clock, and then the
pilot gave the order to go at full speed.

It was, I will confess, a very anxious moment, and with the
exception of Maffit, who is the perfection of coolness and self-
possession, and the pilot, we all looked rather nervous. As we
were passing through the outer cordon of blockaders, I fancied
like the Irishman that I could hear the palpitation of my heart a
great many yards. They did not see, and so far we were unmo-
lested. This gave us some confidence, and yet the hardest part
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was to come, for the Yankee squadron comprising the inner semi-
circle, lies close to the bar, and the distance between each ship
hardly averages half a mile. Whilst we were tearing along flashes
of lightning now and then illuminated a dense bank of clouds ahead
of us. These we took at first to be the ominous precursors of a
shell or solid shot. There was of course a good deal of what the
Southerners call “flickering”, that is to say, bobbing and dodging of
heads. Just as we were about to go over the bar we passed within
a biscuit throw of what seemed to be a floating monster on our
starboard side. We every moment expected a broadside, but the
Yankees were napping and thanks to God we gave them the go-by.
This last danger being past a frantic shaking of hands ensued, and
everybody congratulated everybody else. Whilst we were all
crowding on the bridge the pilot told us to look out for a volley, as
one of the enemy’s launches was close to us. We all fell flat upon
our faces; and whilst I was in the act of doing so I saw the boat,
dropping astern of us. She appeared to be filled with armed men,
and I fully expected they would pepper us with Minie bullets, but
fortunately they did not take any heed of us.

Our surmise for thus escaping is that she took the Lilian for a
Federal gunboat. Maffit now tells me that he fully expected a
very warm reception; instead of which not a gun was fired at us;
he is of the opinion that the vessels which ran out on the same night
as we ran in must have drawn off the attention of the enemy.
Without such a diversion it is impossible to understand their want of
vigilance. The Florse, which came in a couple of hours after us
had not our luck, for she received a feu d’enfer, but without doing
any injury to her except to one of her smokestacks. I have just
heard that one of the steamers which attempted to run in that
night was sunk by the Yankees. I am most comfortably installed
here, at the house of Mr. Colley, an owner of blockade ships, who
lives in very good style indeed for the times. I esteem myself
very fortunate at not being obliged to put up at the hotel, the filth

417



28 LETTERS OF A CONFEDERATE OFFICER

and nastiness of which baffles description. Here I have pleasant
company, Lawley, who is decidedly a very pleasant person, being
one of Mr. Colley’s guekts; a cuisine which in normal times would
be pronounced very fair, and, what is very hard to be procured in
the Confederacy, immaculate sheets.

This is a strange prelude, is it not, to the hardships which I
have been led to expect when I undertook my journey; but this is
no criterion of the poverty and the hardships in the South, for if
any place in the Confederacy is at all thriving it ought to be Wil-
mington, which has the monopoly of the blockade business. To-
morrow morning I start with Lawley for Richmond, as I am anxious
what the real position of military affairs is, and that is the only
point where any prompt and reliable intelligence can be procured.
All the people I have spoken to express sanguine hopes in General
Lee’s gallant army, and his ability to hold the capital against
Grant'’s forces, which are rapidly being decimated by this succession
of frightful slaughters, a§ well as by disease. They don’t look
for a complete rout like that at Bull Run or Fredericksburg, but
they think it probable that Grant will have to desist from sheer
exhaustion.

Lee’s army having been heavily reinforced, is stronger than it
was at the commencement of the last campaign. General Whitney*
puts down the whole of our losses at twelve thousand men, which
is a small number compared with the carnage among the Yankees.
I made that officer’s acquaintance on landing, and was most favour-
ably impressed by his quiet, modest manners. He commands
this department and is looked upon as a very able general. He
won, you remember, great distinction in the Peninsula, by his
dashing conduct at the head of one of the crack divisions. He con-
siders the military position as promising, but deplores the death of
Jenkins, whom he looked upon as a splendid officer. Stewartt is

*This was undoubtedly General W. H. C. Whiting, the defender of Fort Fisher.
t “Jeb” Stuart.
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greatly regretted, but I perceive he has greater prestige in Europe
than in the Confederacy, where his military talent is rather dis-
puted. If General Read’s wound is mortal his loss will be the

greatest loss of all, for he is regarded as a man of extraordinary
ability.

The City of Petersburg was not wrecked after all; I found her
lying near the wharf as we came in; she is going out tomorrow and
will take this letter. I shall write to you as soon as I get to Rich-
mond, and with many thanks to you and all for the glorious batch
of letters handed to me by Mr. Ward, I fondly embrace you.

Tae Barrarp House, Ricemonp,

June 101w, 1864.
My Dear Father:

My journey hither was certainly not one of bewildering rapid-
ity, and yet I can hardly realize the fact that I am within the walls
of the beleaguered capital of dear Dixie. It seems as it were an
ugly dream that after all the comforts and frivolities of a luxurious
life I should be surrounded by the stern realities of a hideous war.
Yes, here I am in the hotbed of treason, which for the nonce is
converted into a vast hospital for the accommodation of the woun-
ded in the last battles in the vicinity. Almost at every step my
gaze is met by the sight of trains of poor fellows maimed and muti-
lated by the brutal mercenaries of the North. Such is the pitch of
callousness to which men and women have arrived here, after wit-
nessing for three bloody years all the horrors of war, that now they
eye these miserable objects with apparent indifference. This
indifference does not arise, I am sure, from any dullness of sensibil-
ity ; these people have shown too often by their acts of devotion how
good their hearts are, for me to suspect that their feelings are at all
dead. No, I think that as they are prepared for the same fate,
that it comes from a wish not to render themselves miserable by an
exhibition of compassion which would be of no use to the objects of
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it. I have been struck very forcibly by the sense of security which
seems to prevail here among all classes. The dangers which en-
viron this city, the chief aim of Yankee malignity, are very great.
Grant, at the head of his mighty force, is only some fifteen miles
off; and yet such is the unbounded confidence of the people in Lee
and his noble army, that you hear them talking not only of driving
the enemy back, but gobbling him up. So far, all the charges of
the Yankees have been repulsed with frightful slaughter and with
comparatively little loss to the Southerners, who are now for the
first time fighting from behind breastworks. I had last night a
few moments’ conversation with a colonel who had just arrived
from the front. He told me that without any sort of exaggeration
the enemy lost, in front of a brigade of Georgians, no less than six
hundred men killed and about three thousand wounded, whilst
the Georgians are only minus four men since that fight. It is
thought that Grant is going to cross the Chickahominy, and that he
will follow in McClellan’s footsteps towards Richmond, if he does
not attempt to cross over to the southern bank of the James River;
but there the gallant Beauregard waits him with the splendid army
which gave Butler so sound a drubbing the other day. Everything
indicates that this is the supreme effort of the North to crush out the
South. Never has their fighting been characterized by such des-
peration and recklessness. Their battalions have been repeatedly
hurled against the Southern breastworks with unwonted impetu-
osity and dash, but each time they have reeled back in disorder
and cut to pieces. I have not spoken to a single soldier here who
was not convinced that the Yankee courage in the recent battles
has been screwed up by means of the strongest whiskey. One of
them who was slightly wounded in one of those engagements told
me that some of the Yankees were so drunk when they charged
that they could hardly stand upon their legs, and that they would
roll harmlessly into the entrenchments, and there allow themselves
to be disarmed. In some cases they were so mad with liquor that
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they would throw away their muskets and run into the cannon’s
mouth. Nothing is too bad for these miscreants in Washington.
They now cap the climax by hurrying their own men into eternity
when beastly drunk. Horrible, horrible. I hope that the missive
in which I gave my dear mother an account of our successful trip
through the blockaders will reach her. I confided it to the care of
the purser of the City of Petersburg, requesting him to mail it as soon
as he got to Bermuda. It was a great relief to find this old friend
of mine lying alongside the wharf at Wilmington, for I had some
time before feared that she had been pounced upon by the Yankees.
She was seen attempting to run in, and was therefore obliged to put
back with a pack of cruisers at her heels. They chevied her right
into Nassau. There she remained for a few days in order to get
a supply of coal, and then she popped in, not however without
getting a shower of shot and canister. Captain Averell, whom I
have had the pleasure of meeting, tells me that they had a mighty
hot time of it; it almost reminded him of Seven Pines. I trust
that she will get to Bermuda safely, and as she is a very fast boat
there is a chance the more in her favour; but the Federals have now
so many fast cruisers lurking about the two cordons of blockaders,
that I consider running out fully as risky as running in. Although
we managed to elude the enemy with perfect impunity, I do not
look upon the blockade as child’s play; in my opinion it is awfully
ticklish work trying to get through it. To do so successfully, speed
coupled with skillful seamanship is absolutely requisite. These
two indispensable qualities I found in the Li/ian. I fear she will
lose her able commander, Captain Maffit, who I judge is the best of
fellows and the most skillful of navigators; for his return here has
been hailed with delight, and the Secretary of the Navy has given
him a practical proof of it by pouncing upon him with an important
command just at the time when poor Maffit wanted to make a
little money in blockade running; but as I tell him, such are the
drawbacks to a too exalted reputation.
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This will cause the light-heeled Lil/ian to go down terribly in
the betting. I left Wilmington on Tuesday with Lawley, who has
stopped there a day in order to pen a communication to the “Thun-
derer” in which he recorded his impressions in the grandes emotions
which I shared with him. He gave it to me to read, and I can
vouch for its being graphic as well as truthful; we were not a little
loath, both of us, to leave the hospitable and comfortable residence
of Mr. Colby, which is like an oasis in the desert of privation. It
required no little force of will to give up all these luxuries and face
the filth, tediousness and thousand discomforts of our Southern
railroads.

Fortunately I stumbled on Mr. John Robinson, the son of Mr.
. Robinson of Philadelphia, who is now military superintendent of
that line. He gave us permission to camp in the baggage car, a
favour which we appreciated very highly, I assure you, for with our
rugs we could lie down amongst the baggage. Our couches were
not of the downiest, it is true, but anything is preferable in these
times to the cars, which are densely packed with soldiers rushing to
the front. After half an hour’s experience of them I was able fully
to realize the horrors of the Black Hole of Calcutta.

Our car was wedged in between two others containing ammu-
nition; very unpleasant neighbors at all times, but more so with an
engine which throws out a regular feu d’artifice of sparks. To make
matters worse a terrific storm occurred, which became so violent
that the train had to be stopped. The flood-gates of Heaven were
opened to their widest extent. Never have I seen rain pour down
with such fury; each drop seemed large enough to fill a bucket;
the artillery of the gods, too, blazed and thundered forth in deafen-
ing peals. I saw the lightning, like an immense ball of fire, descend
and fell a large tree. Remembering that I was sandwiched between
these two very unpleasant cars, I felt inclined to observe the first
part of Cromwell’s apothegm, but slightly to modify the other part
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of it* We passed through to the west of Petersburg, a district
which had been the scene of the Yankee raid ordered by Butler,
and when he was so handsomely repulsed by Beauregard. For
miles and miles along the track the cowardly depredators had left
behind them marks of their passage—the charred remains of once
cosy cottages, the ruins of farmhouses, were visible in sad succes-
sion. I have been here only a few hours, and I have heard of more
atrocities committed by these Vandals than I could attempt to
narrate in the space of twenty sheets.

The advance of the Northern horse has been marked by more
acts of wanton Vandalism than hitherto. Some counties have been
entirely devastated, and among them I fear that Caroline county
has been a heavy sufferer. I hear that a gentleman’s house situated
there was stripped of all its furniture, decorations and food. Some
valuable rosewood tables and chairs were smashed into atoms and
then turned into breastworks. These accounts make me very
anxious to learn the fate of my uncle’s estate; for that purpose I
shall make enquiries not only respecting him, but also about the
other members of our family.

In my next letter I shall communicate what facts I shall have
been able to gather; this I shall do as promptly as possible. In
future I intend writing very frequently, as that is, I think, the only
way in these disjointed times of informing you of the state of
my health and of my whereabouts. So far my health is all that
can be desired. I have taken up my quarters at the Ballard House
(Old Exchange) I here share a tolerably comfortable room with a
Captain Wright, of Alabama, who plants on the same river as
Lygon.

He was a fellow-passenger of mine in the Li/ian, having just
escaped from a Yankee prison to Bermuda. As he will pass on his
way home through Montgomery, I shall entrust the present for my

*Put your tryst in God, but keep your powder dry.
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dear Aunt Randolph to his care. The prices here, owing to de-
pression of the currency, are absurdly high. For instance, I pay
three dollars for a couple of eggs, eight for a beefsteak, and fifteen
for a small chicken. This is appalling at first if you don’t bear in
mind that the proportion of gold to paper is about one to seventeen.
The late financial messure, however, has raised the value of paper,
for now seventeen Confederate notes will buy a gold dollar, whilst
a year ago twenty-seven would not do that—so you see there is an
improvement, and I am told it is going on gradually—so much the
better. Write very often yourself, and I beseech you to tell mother,
Bella and Bessie to do the same. With this species of stimulant I
know that my spirits will never be depressed.

Farewell. Your devoted son,

My last letter was dated Wilmington, 6th.

P. S.—I got here not one minute too soon, for a Yankee raiding
party stopped the train which followed the one I was in, took the
passengers prisoners, and after burning the cars and turning up
some of the rails, returned to Norfolk with their captives. A little
more and I was in the clutches of Beast Butler. This is what the
people here call escaping by the skin of one’s teeth.

Barrarp House Ricamonn,
June 15TH, 1864.
My dear Father:

In my last week’s letter to you I told you that I purposed
making enquiries about our kinsfolk in Dixie in order to give a re-
port which I know you are most anxiously expecting. I have at
length been able to glean the following facts, partly from Mrs.
Lewis, and partly from your nephew, Nicholas C., who has just
arrived here from the Reed’s, after running innumerable perils in
getting through the enemy’s lines. The Yankees, during their
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occupation of Caroline County, burned and destroyed private
property in their wonted barbarous style; but strange to say, al-
though my uncle’s neighbours were subjected to every sort of
cruelty and indignity, yet he was treated with comparative clemen-
cy for the scoundrels contented themselves with carrying off some
of his horses and oxen and with shooting those they could not take
away; but they did not insult Aunt Virginia or my cousin Anna
Munford, who were staying at the Reed’s when Burnside’s corps
camped in its vicinity. Soldiers were constantly lounging into the
house, but except upon the larder and the store-room, which they
most effectually cleared out, they did not commit any other de-
predations.

Some of the negroes were iiduced to leave the farm, but the
majority preferred remaining. Nicholas tells me that notwith-
standing the presence of the enemy, they were perfectly civil and
subordinate. All labour however is stopped by order of the Fed-
erals, who threaten to shoot the darkies if they do any work in the
fields. Nicholas was stopping at the old homestead when the
army of Grant marched through the county, and in order to avoid
capture he had to conceal himself in the woods in the daytime.
At night he had to creep cautiously into the house. The negroes
offered him all the assistance in their power, and when asked
whether he was on the place or lurking in the neighborhood, they
pretended not to know what had become of him, notwithstanding
the most awful threats if they were caught hiding the truth. My
cousin finding this state of things unbearable, started, after taking
leave of the inmates of the Reeds’, for Richmond—a most hazardous
undertaking. From the moment of his departure to the time he
reached the fortifications of the city, five days and nights elapsed.
During the journey he was frequently shot at by the Yankees, who
took him for a bushwhacker. At one time they actually got within
one hundred yards of him, and then blazed away—but happily
without hurting him. His privations, poor fellow, were very great,
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for he had only a scanty supply of bread with which to quiet the
cravings of hunger; but like the immense majority of Southern
people he bore these hardships cheerfully, and having got his dis-
charge he prosecuted his studies in medicine, and now he occupies
a position as surgeon in one of the hospitals appropriated to the
Yankee wounded. Every one is in good health, I am glad to hear,
at the Reed’s.

Aunt Virginia, notwithstanding the propinquity of the Yan-
kees, was doing very well. Your brother John is in Montgomery.
Having succeeded in selling his Virginia farm he has bought a pleas-
ant little place in that pleasant town, and is now engaged in super-
intending the cotton purchased by the government. The berth
is said to be a good one. His eldest son occupies the post of quar-
termaster in a brigade of Longstreet’s corps. He has the repu-
tation of being a very efficient officer. His brother Lygon, who
has no vocation for the military profession, is employed in the
treasury department. My uncle Lygon has not left his plantation
since the war broke out; the reports concerning him are satisfac-
tory. Your sister Anna’s sons, whom you expressed so much solic-
itude about, have both been providentially saved. The eldest
one was taken prisoner at Fort Donelson, but after a few months’
imprisonment he got his exchange and re-entered the army, I
think in the capacity of an adjutant. Frank Randolph is now a
Major in the cavalry, having distinguished himself on various
occasions.

Ever since the beginning of the war he has been in the thickest
of the fights. He received his last promotion after a brilliant
cavalry charge. I expect that if his career is not cut short he will
shortly be appointed to a colonelcy, for he is regarded as one of the
most promising officers in the service.

So far the tidings I have communicated are not so bad for
these sanguinary times.
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We have of late been amused at the jubilant tone of the North-
ern press, which tries to make out that all Grant’s movements
hitherto have been great successes, where Lee has foiled him every-
where. It is clear that the disastrous repulses he has met within
the Wilderness and Spottsylvania have compelled him to modify
his programme, which was to march straight through the Con-
federate lines down to the city; instead of which his progress has
been of a sidelong nature, and attended with the most awful car-
nage of the war.

His present point of attack might have been reached almost
without firing a gun, and yet after butting his head unsuccessfully
against the Confederate positions a number of times, and after los-
ing seventy thousand men in the attempt to carry them, he claims
a series of victories. Reports come in frequently that the Yankees
are very much disheartened by the frightful slaughter in their
ranks. It is even said that Grant has no little trouble in bringing
them up to the scratch; but we will be able to estimate their de-
moralization in the next battle.

There is no sign of anything of the sort in the Confederate
army—that I can vouch for; I have visited the different corps and
have come to the conclusion that Lee cannot be whipped, for never
have his troops been in better heart and spirits. They are roughly
clad, it is true, but their clothing is better than it ever was and
they have never been as well-shod since the war commenced. There
are provisions in the army in this city which can be made to last
seven months. The soldiers now, compared to that which they
have had to endure hitherto, are bountifully supplied; they get
full rations, have coffee and sugar, luxuries which up to the present
time they had not often indulged in.

Some of the brigades are so abundantly provided for that they
have frequently given their rations to the poor of the city, amongst
whom there is really a great deal of suffering owing to the exorbi-
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tant prices of food, caused by the proximity of Grant’s army, and
also by the cutting up of the railroads; but it is hoped that this
pressure is only temporary.

I wish that some of the faint-hearted soi-disant Confederates,
who no doubt think that the South is at its last gasp, could be
transplanted here at the stroke of a magic wand. They would then
see sights which indicate anything but fear or despondency.

There is no noise or agitation in the streets. The citizens
pursue their daily avocations without evincing any signs of terror.
The ladies in the evening sit on the doorsteps of their houses and
there chat cheerfully, whilst their fingers are busily engaged in
knitting or sewing for the soldiers. Were not the stillness of this
doomed city broken at intervals by the distant booming of cannon,
you would really little suspect that twenty millions of Yankees had
concentrated all their fiendish ingenuity on its destruction. Al-
though not hardened to these emotions like inhabitants, I have been
infected by contagion of their serene confidence, and now if at all
solicitous it is more about affairs in Georgia than about the fate of
Richmond.

I have written to Mr. Hodgson and to Mr. Cowper, but I fear
owing to the irregularity of postal communication that I shall not
for a long time get answers from them. Nothing has been received
from you, or from the dear folks at home, since I have landed in
rebeldom.

With love to you all I fondly embrace you.

Your devoted son,

Ricemonp, June 261H, 1864.
My dear Mother:
More than three weeks have elapsed since I first set foot on the
shores of Dixie, and yet, notwithstanding the most diligent enquiries
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I have not heard of the arrival of a missive from you or any of my
beloved correspondents. I don’t, however, give myself up to
despair, and I am buoyed up with the hope that when they do come
they will come “not as single spies, but in battalions”. I ought not,
however, to be surprised at this long interval in our correspondence,
for to the risks and uncertainties of the blockade must be super-
added the dislocation of postal communication caused to Richmond
by the enemy.

The Yankees have taken a leaf out of Morgan’s and poor
Stewart’s book, and are now displaying more dash than we gave
them credit for, in the shape of raid-making. They prowl about
the vicinity, tear up the railroad tracks, cut telegraph wires, to the
intense disgust of the post-office officials; so you see than even after
" arriving in the Confederacy letters are a very long time in reaching
their destinatibn. As an instance of this postal irregularity; I
wrote to Mr. Cowper and to Mr. Hodgson immediately after
landing, and yet I have not received any answer from either of those
gentlemen. The only thing to be done is to peg away in the hope
that out of a mass of missives one may perchance be received. This
is what I am doing, but alas so far with little success.

Sheridan and his vile gang of plunderers, after a succession of
discomfitures have at length been whipped out of the Peninsula,
where they have perpetrated the most fiendish atrocities, and now,
after a sound drubbing administered to them by Hampton, they
are cowering demoralized and panic-stricken, under the protection
of their gunboats. When Nicholas C—ran the gauntlet of the
Federal pickets, as I related in my last letter to Father, Caroline
County was occupied by Grant’s army, and the poor old family
homestead was hemmed in on all sides by the Federals, who pillaged
and destroyed all the private residences within their reach.

Up to the time of his departure they had not molested any of
the inmates of the Reed’s or stolen anything from the interior of
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the house; but to my inexpressible sorrow I have just heard that
the comparative immunity of my poor uncle was of short duration;
for when Grant, after that “overwhelming victory” of Cold Har-
bour, was obliged to resume his triumphant but crab-like march to
Richmond, he was followed by Sheridan’s shattered command,
who revenged themselves on the defenceless women and children
for the hard blows of the Virginian cavalry dealt them. Maddened
by repeated defeats they entered the Reed’s and proceeded to take
all they could lay their hands on. They carried off or tore up most
of the clothes that were to be found, and not content with robbing
my uncle Robert, aunt Virginia and cousin Anne of all they had,
the ruffians actually laid violent hands on the food and money
belonging to the slaves. This is their new system of forcing the
negroes, for having found the poor creatures loath to leave their
masters they now destroy all their provisions, in the hope that the
fear of starvation would meke them follow the invaders. Some of
the servants at the Reeds were induced by the threats and lying
representations of the Yankees to run away, but the majority of
them stubbornly declined to abandon their homes. I am con-
strained by decency from attempting to narrate all the abominable
outrages which many unfortunate women have been the victims
of in this last campaign. QOutrages so horrible that we ought to
blush now at the thought of having lived in amity and under the
same government with such fiends incarnate.

Four of these Vandals entered the house of a gentleman in
King William County. He was away at the time, but his wife
and daughter had not had time to effect their escape. They were
immediately seized upon and every species of brutal indignity was
offered them. Their shrieks were happily heard by some of the
negroes, who rushed to the rescue justin time to save them from
the hands of the detestable Northern savages. The two women
were locked up in a safe place by the slaves, who in order to mollify
the incensed Yankees laid before them all the edibles and drinkables
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that were in the house. In the meantime one of the darkies ran
to headquarters of General Fitzhugh Lee, informed him of what had
takeh place, and the general sent a troop of cavalry under the
guidance of the faithful slave, to the house. It was surrounded
and the Yankee wretches were bagged whilst gorging. A rope was
procured and they were hanged to the nearest tree. Things have
come to such a pass now that forbearance ceases to be a virtue.
The coarse and brutal natures of the Northern people are incapable
of appreciating patience and moderation; in fact impunity only
renders them more furious and malignant.

Reprisals have therefore become absolutely necessary, and
it is only by striking terror into their black souls that their enor-
mities can be stopped. These excesses of the enemy have so ex-
asperated the people of the south that old men and the gentlest
women all clamour for retribution, and the government is very
much blamed for its weakness in submitting to Yankee barbarities
and in not taking an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.

I went yesterday to visit the battlefield of Cold Harbour,
where the Yankees are said to have lost twelve thousand men.
The battle had raged there about a month ago, and yet the ground
was strewed with the corpses of Yankee soldiers festering in the
broiling sun. The carnage must have been awful, for within the
space of ten square yards I counted no less than thirty dead bodies
clothed in the Federal uniform. In some cases the flesh had
been gnawed away, and the skeletons alone remained, clothed in
Lincoln’s detestable livery. On some parts of the field the dead
men were literally heaped up like stones. Perched on these
mounds of human putrefaction were the sleek and sluggish buz-
zards of Virginia, engaged in a hideous orgie. Like the shoddy
contractors of the North they have grown fat on the war. The
last campaign of Grant’s must have met with their approval, for
never has the army of the Potomac supplied them with such copi-
ous meals.
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Accoutrements and muskets were lying about in all directions,
mixed up with cooking utensils and every description of debris.
Notwithstanding these indisputable signs of a precipitate retreat,
Grant and his employers have the audacity to claim a victory at
Cold Harbour.

The scene of desolation was heartrending. Fields which
before this deadly struggle were covered with waving crops, are
now trampled under foot and devastated; the houses in the
vicinity are battered down and abandoned; and the poor farmers
will have nothing to gather this year but Yankee carcasses mowed
down by Southern musketry. My guide and companion on this
sad expedition was a young Frenchman, who lost an arm in one of
the fights of the West.

As we were rambling over the battlefield we fell in with two
stragglers belonging to Grant’s army. One of them was broken
down and was lying down almost dead with heat and thirst. Al-
though tales of Northern ruthlessness were fresh upon my memory,
I could not refrain from giving him some restorative in the shape
of a little whiskey and water and a little liquid ginger, which is said
to be an excellent thing for this climate. His comrade professed
to be very contrite, and told me he had been entrapped into the
service when drunk, and that a few days after his impressment he
had been sent down to fight the south. He appeared very anxious
to be taken prisoner, and swore sblemnly that he would never re-
enter the army. I had sallied out with the intention of joining
the rear of Lee’s army, but after hunting about for it all day, we
met a cavalryman who told us that the whole of “Massa Bob’s”
force had crossed the James river in order to confront the invincible
Ulysses, who had again changed his base. So we determined to
retrace our steps to Richmond, and the next morning I left in a
settler’s wagon for Petersburg, where General Lee has established
his headquarters. The railroad to that place had been cut by the
enemy, therefore I had to choose this mode of locomotion, which
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was none the pleasantest, seeing that the heat was intense and the
dust exceeded anything of the kind I had ever suffered before. 1
reached Petersburg after a journey of ten hours and made straight
for the headquarters of the great commander; but aides-de-camp
and orderlies were rushing in and out so frantically that I thought
this was not a seasonable occasion for an humble individual like
myself to ask for an interview. I had brought out a letter from
Mr. W. C. Rives (whose kindness let me tell you in passing I shall
never forget) to General Field, now commanding Hood’s famous
division of Texans and Georgians, and so I determined to shape my
course towards his division. In order to do so I had to make many
enquiries but the civilians were too much flurried to give me much
information, for the Yankees were shelling the city at the time and
the noisy projectiles were tumbling about in a very alarming
manner. I saw one in particular fall through the roof of a Yankee
hospital, and the shrieks which followed the explosion were the
most awful I ever heard. I don’t know how long I should have
been obliged to loaf about had I not met a civil young soldier who
kindly volunteered to show me the way to Field’s division, as he
belonged to a Georgian brigade in that division. I followed him,
and he first took me to his own regiment, which not having yet got
into line of battle was taking it easy pro tem. in a cosy little valley
well sheltered from the enemy’s artillery. There I was asked by
some of the privates to partake of their supper. The warm-hearted
fellows pressed me so much that I consented to pitch into their
grub, not however without some compunction, as I thought of the
harrowing stories about starvation amongst the soldiers which have
grieved us ever since this war commenced. But my scruples were
soon quieted when I perceived they had plenty of corn-meal out of
which they made capital cakes, an abundance of bacon and vege-
tables, and very fair coffee.

After supper the good-natured guide showed me the way to
General Field’s headquarters. I had a few moments’ very inter-

483



44 LETTERS OF A CONFEDERATE OFFICER

esting conversation with the general, who is a very gentlemanly and
well-informed man. He gave me permission to visit his lines.
When we started for our breastworks night had come, and skir-
mishing was going on all along the front; consequently our pro-
gress thither, to say the least was very exciting, for minie balls
whistled every now and then close to our ears, and shells burst, as
I thought, very near to us. At last we reached the trenches.
There I sat some time chatting with the Texans, who seem to be a
jovial set of fellows and utterly unmindful of cannon balls and rifle
bullets. Crack, crack went the enemy’s rifles, and yet my Texan
friends laughed and talked as unconcernedly as if they were en-
joying themselves in a cafe. The enemy made an attack upon our
right that night, and were repulsed with great loss, losing sixteen
hundred prisoners. It is evident that after the carnage of the past
six weeks they no longer charge on our breastworks with any dash.
The Southern troops are dead tired of burrowing like moles in holes
and trenches; they want to meet the foe in the open, and drive off
Grant as they did McClellan. I am happy to say that so far my
health is capital, although the heat is the most terrific I have ever
experienced. There are in the room in which I am writing, no less
than one hundred and five degrees, and yet it is supposed to be in
the shade. But alas I have come to the end of my last sheet, so
I must say adieu to you and my dear mother.

Bavrrarp House, Ricemonn,
JuLy 1st, 1864.
My Dear Father:

Uncle Sam’s Grant, by his grand strategic movement to the
south side of the James has sent the universal Yankee nation into
ecstasies; but we think here that he will not justify his present posi-
tion any more than he has done elsewhere the crazy exulta-
tion of the Northern papers. It is just possible that their gullible
readers, who are still indulging in amiable hopes and visions of
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Fourth of July jubilees in the doomed city of Richmond, the aspect
of which is to be rendered ineffably festive for the occasion by
decorating the lamp-posts round ‘the Capitol with the dangling
detested forms of Jeff. Davis and his rebel accomplices—it is
just possible say I, that they may be disappointed and that their
pleasant day dreams may not be realized. When (oh much-to-be-
deplored event) we threw off the comparatively mild rule of King
George, to submit to the loathsome rule of King Mob. I am happy
to see that the Southern people, both high and low, are rapidly
losing their admiration for dirty democracy. In the army a
healthy reaction has set in against the unbridled license and brazen
corruption inherent to our much-bepuffed institutions. By ming-
ling amongst the men in the ranks one soon becomes aware of
their distrust in the politicians, as they contemptuously call their
representatives in Congress. I have often heard them express their
determination, as soon as this war is over, of sweeping away all
those fellows, and of taking the management of their affairs into
their own hands. It will be an Augean task, but it is the only way
of ensuring the peace and tranquillity of the country. I hope those
intentions will be carried out, for the intelligence, wealth and res-
pectability of the Confederacy are concentrated in the army; the
men who have kept out of it ostensibly to control the destinies of
this commonwealth, are not equal to the times; they are for the
most part whiskey-drinking ranters of the old United States pat-
tern. It is really painful amidst the heroism of the soldiers and
the beautiful self-devotion of the women, to witness the same vul-
garity and indecorum which converted the halls of the United
States Congress into a bear-garden. We must change all that.
This is too great a people to be represented by a parcel of rowdies
who chew, spit and whittle while discussing questions of the greatest
importance. Such men are fit representatives of Yankees but not
of a nation endowed like the South with qualities so noble. It
is a notable fact that those noisy fire-eaters, of the Wiggin* and
* Wigtall,
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Toombs’ stripe are now consigned to the limbo of oblivion, having
been unable to stand the severe test of events. For the most part
they have cut a very poor figure in the field, and now they are
eclipsed by men who had no sort of notoriety before this war.
These are my impressions on the foregoing subject, and I give them
to you for what they are worth, as you asked me to communicate
unreservedly the result of my observations. I thought that where
there is so much to be admired and extolled I could well afford to
make a few strictures on what I consider bad features of our polit-
ical system. The defects can be easily remedied, and will be reme-
died I feel certain, for the people are fully alive to them and are
not in a humour to tolerate such abuses. I have been most hospi-
tably entertained by all the parties to whom I brought letters of
introduction, and also by several of your old friends; Mrs. Stanard
among the number has shown me every sort of kindness. She
does the honours of her house in 8o genial and unaffected a manner
that it is impossible not to feel at ease when under its roof.

You must tell your excellent kind old friend Mason that I feel
most grateful for the hospitality which has been extended to me by
his most amiable wife. Her anxiety to conduce to my comfort
is really quite motherly, and I appreciate it the more because of the
tenderness and maternal solicitude of one whom I love as neverson
loved a mother, and who yet deserves more love than that.

Aunt Virginia has at last arrived from the Reeds. She is
not looking too badly, considering that ever since the last raid
starvation has stared her in the face. The poor woman was highly
pleased to see me, and although not very demonstrative, she was
in raptures with the presents I brought her. I have made her
promise that she would give you a recital of the great trials which
she underwent whilst the Federals were prowling about Caroline
County, and also of her plucky conduct under the circumstances.
I have been constantly on the move for the last ten days, oscillating
between the army and Richmond. Now having made several in-
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dispensable arrangements, I shall go for good to General Field’s
headquarters, where I expect to stay some time, as he has given me
the position of volunteer aide on his staff.

As I mentioned in a former letter, he is a noble fellow and very
generally beloved, both by officers and men, on account of his
genial and agreeable manners. The outfit I brought over from
London will therefore come in very handy, and with the exception
of a ba.g I was ready to take the field from the very first. Horse-
flesh is at a premium now in the Confederacy; it was therefore not
without difficulty that I found a quadruped good enough to make
acharge. Fortunately I stumbled on a wounded Soiith Carolinian,
who told me his horse was for sale. The animal proving satis-
factory I decided to become its owner, which I did in the following
manner: I had bought a barrel of sugar for five pounds in Halifax,
with the intention of sending some of it down to Aunt Anna and
some to the Cowpers; but railroad communications being so terri-
bly uncertain and robberies of hourly occurrence, I thought my
saccharine presents stood a very ripe chance of never reaching their
destination. To sell the barrel was my first impulse, but upon
second thoughts I proposed to swap my sugar, with three hundred
dollars to boot, against the horse. The sugar was worth twelve
hundred dollars; added to the abovesaid sum it amounted to fif-
teen hundred dollars, the price asked for him. The bargain has
just been struck, and now I am in possession of a good cavalry
horse, born and bred in the little secesh state. I straightway
christened my purchase ‘“Palmetto”. I think that were this tran-
saction to be related in the Jockey Club would create some amuse-
ment. I ought to tell you that fifteen hundred dollars in paper is
only one hundred dollars in gold. I hear that the Wilmington road
is again in running order. The person who agreed to take charge
of this scrawl is in a hurry to be off; I must therefore, as they say
here, “dry up”.

My next will be dated from the front.

Your devoted son,
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Heapquarters or Fiewp’s Division,
LonestreET’s CoRPS, A(BMY) N(ORTHERN V)A
JuLy 51, 1864.
My Dear Mother:

The links in our correspondence are destined, I fear to be so
frequently snapped, that I fully expect you will be not a little sur-
prised to hear that I am now part and parcel of the veteran Army
of North Virginia. I wrote to my dear father on the eve of my
departure from Richmond, informing him that in accordance with
my long-cherished plans I had offered my humble services to the
Confederacy, and that I had been fortunate enough to obtain a very
acceptable position on General Field’s staff, in the capacity of a
volunteer aide. Don’t frown, I beseech you dear mother, when
you read this for I have been generally congratulated on my good
luck in getting so desirable a place. I am told that I ought to
felicitate myself on getting into this snug berth, for in addition to
the opportunities which may offer of gaining a little credit for my
zeal and other good qualities which I trust this strange and event-
ful phase of life may develop in me, I shall have in addition to these
opportunities the advantage of . agreeable association with gentle-
men and men of the world. My general commands Hood’s old
corps, which has the pretension, and a well-founded one too, of
considering itself the crack division of General Longstreet’s corps.
Lawley’s letters and Freemantle’s book have shown that after their
exploits at Gettysburg and Chickamauga our boys have some
grounds for being a little conceited. Our chief, one of Kentucky’s
noblest sons, was an officer in the old United States army. Like
many Kentuckians, amongst whom are to be counted some of our
very best generals, he committed his destinies to those of the “Way-
ward sisters,” and helped to thrash the Yankees at Bull Run. He
is a very tall, manly and handsome fellow. His manners are so
quiet and refined that so far my relations with him have been of the
most satisfactory nature, and I feel quite certain that time will
improve this agreeable impression.
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The other members of the staff are thoroughly good fellows

and are doing all in their power to post me up, and to make me as
comfortable as the times will admit.

I am for the present the General’s only aide, the other two
officers serving in that capacity being away; my position therefore
is not a sinecure, for since my arrival here I have carried about a
great many orders. Our headquarters are situated in a large
farm-yard, well shaded by large trees, under which we stretch our
blankets at night. I cannot assert that the soil of Virginia is quite
as soft as the “sommiers elastiques” to which I have been so long
habituated; but I have been able to ascertain from personal ex-
perience that Shakespeare was, as usual, in the right when he
declared that

“Weariness can snore upon the flint
Whilst restive sloth finds his down pillow hard.”

My snug berth is not by any means a bed of roses, but although I
have to rough it a little my health was never better, and as to my
appetite, it is perfectly wolfish. It would amuse you to see with
what gusto I devour my rations of bacon and cabbage, just as if it
was one of Maria’s most masterly concoctions. Yesterday was
the terrible Fourth of July, on which glorious anniversary the
secesh nut was not only cracked to atoms, ‘‘Mais petit bon homme
vit encore’”’ and we are silently but confidently awaiting the Yankee
onslaught. That we can well afford to do, as our position is a very
strong and healthy one. The location of the Northern army is on
the contrary very bad, the country in the rear of their lines being
very marshy and sickly. The water they have to drink is said to
be of the worst description and to have caused a great deal of
sickness in their ranks. Fortunately for us the springs here are
delicious. Early yesterday we were on the tiptoe of expectation
lest Grap}; ight try to console the North for the non-capture
of Richinpnd by a furious assault on our lines, combined with a
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grand bombardment of poor Petersburg. He, strange to say, was
unusually quiet, and contented himself during the day with throw-
ing some shells into the city, which did not do much damage beyond
smashing some furniture in two empty houses and killing two
mules. Along the enemy’s breastworks there was a good deal of
noise and cheering caused by whiskey and buncombe, which was
very freely dispensed by their grog-shop Generals.* At night
their festivities were wound up by a grand feu d’artifice of mortar
bombs, none of which did us any harm. Itisa very fine sight to
see one of these huge balls of fire describing graceful parabolas
in the heavens; but between ourselves, although Uncle Sam’s
little entertainment was very good of the kind, I prefer the fireworks
of the fifteenth of August.t If this letter is more than usually badly
written and stupid, you must blame the Yankees for it; they per-
sist in keeping up a constant rattle of musketry, interspersed now
and then with the booming of huge “Dahlgrens”. Now this noise
is rather apt to flutter a raw recruit, so be i<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>