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ADDRESS.

(xentlcmen of the United States Agricultural Society

:

The Constitution of this Association provides that its annual

meeting shall be held on the first Wednesday of February. We
have assembled in conformity with that provision, although but

a few months have elapsed since our organization. Our officers

are now to be elected for the first calendar year, and such other

business transacted as may be deemed, at present, necessary

for its general welfare.

Before entering upon these duties, it may reasonably be ex-

pected that your presiding officer should submit such subjects

for your consideration as our brief history suggests.

BOARD OF AGRICULTURE.

In behalf of the Executive Committee, whose duty it was to

appoint, in certain cases. State and Territorial Boards of

Agriculture, I would state that the Committee held a meeting

in Philadelphia last September, but they concluded to defer

such appointment at least till the present session, when it was

supposed additional information would be obtained, and in-

creased facilities presented for the better fulfilment of this

trust.

Some States have already appointed their quota of the

National Board, from which we expect an account at this time,

and a similar measure is in progress in other States, from

which reports may be received during the ensuing year ; and

it is hoped that the full organization of the Board will soon be

completed in all our States and Territories, either by their own
action or by the appointments of your Executive Committee.



JOURNAL OF THE SOCIETY.

The first number of the Society's Journal, consisting of 144

octavo pages, was prepared and published by the energy of our

Corresponding Secretary within about two months after our

organization, and has been distributed to the original and

most of the new members. It was printed from stereotype

plates, from which additional copies can be obtained to supply

future demand. Events attending its publication caused some

typographical errors, which will be corrected in subsequent im-

pressions. It should also be stated that the list of members

was found, in several instances, not to contain their post-office

address, which will account for the non-reception of it by those

members; and this suggests the importance of obtaining from

them, and from all future members, their full names, titles, and

post-office address, written in a plain and legible style.

Circumstances beyond the control of the Executive Commit-

tee have delayed the publication of the second number of the

Journal, which we trust will be shortly issued.

CORRESPONDENCE.

A correspondence has been opened with distinguished Agri-

culturists and many local Associations relative to the progress

and condition of Agriculture in the United States, and to the

existence and objects of this Society. This should be continued

and extended to all parts of our own country and continent,

and to transatlantic nations ; and I respectfully submit whether

a conference of a Committee of this body with the General

Government is not desirable in regard to the facilities for con-

ducting this correspondence through its functionaries in other

lands, and for the transfer, through them, of additional Agri-

cultural information, seeds, and specimen products, and for the

proper dissemination thereof, by this Association, to the farmers

and gardeners of America.

AUXILIARIES.

The action of your Committee has increased their conviction

of the necessity of a closer alliance between the United States

Agricultural Society and kindred Associations in the various

States, Territories, and Districts of the Union ; and it is there-

fore earnestly recommended that measures be immediately



adopted to secure such association and co-operation with them,

and to obtain annual reports of their transactions during the

present, past, and succeeding years, which shall be carefully

preserved, and from which compilations from year to year may

be made, and also to secure, ultimately, at the seat of Govern-

ment, a full history of the state and progress of American

Agriculture.

Your attention is also respectfully solicited to the expediency

of such an alliance of this Society with the American Pomo-

logical Society, as kindred objects and interests may seem to

require.

LOCATION AND OFFICES.

Our location at the national capital gives us peculiar facilities

for intercommunication and for intercourse wuth members of

Congress representing all parts of our widely-extended country.

We may also secure many benefits from the Smithsonian Insti-

tution, whose objects are the general diffusion of knowledge and

the promotion of science, objects so analogous to those of this

Association as to give importance to the question whether each

may not be benefited by a closer connection between them. By
the courtesy of this Institution, we have been permitted to occupy

their commodious apartments, and an inquiry should be made

by our Executive officers or a Special Committee, to ascertain

what room or rooms can be obtained for the future accommoda-

tion of this Society. We need a public building or offices in

some existing edifice for our Corresponding Secretary and Trea-

surer, for the preservation of our records and of the Agricul-

tural seeds and products which are now in our possession, or

may be hereafter acquired, and also for an Agricultural library,

museum, and cabinet.

SECRETARYSHIP.

The progress of this Society, the fulfilment of its designs,

and the rank it should take as a National Association, require

a4)ermanent Secretary, who shall be located in this city, and

devote his time and talents to its advancement. Its corre-

spondence must necessarily be extensive ; and the preparation,

publication, and distribution of its Transactions and Quarterly

Journal will demand much labor, and these duties will become

more onerous with the progress of the Society.



FUNDS.

The Treasurer's Report will be presented in the progress of

business, from which you will learn the state of our finances.

The efficiency and success of this body require pecuniary means

adequate for the permanent support of a Secretary, and a suit-

able compensation for the duties which may devolve upon the

Treasurer ; also for the regular issue of its Journal and Trans-

actions, for postage, and other necessary and contingent ex-

penses. I respectfully submit whether a portion of these means

may not be obtained from Government, either as a grant in

furtherance of our objects, on the same general principle as

many of the State Governments bestow their patronage upon

the Agricultural Societies within their territorial limits, or, if

Government would so direct, as a consideration for the perform-

ance by this Society of the duties of the Agricultural Depart-

ment of the Patent-Office.

The sum now expended by Government in that branch of the

Department, if placed at the disposal of this Society, would

enable us to collect, through our auxiliaries and corresponding

bodies, the most reliable statistics and the most recent and

valuable information, and would also enable us to publish the

same and to distribute it, through the members of Congress,

through those of this Society, and of the hundreds of kindred

local Associations acting in concert with us throughout the

country.

It is also worthy of inquiry what further measures can be

adopted to increase the income of the Society by donations or

memberships, and by the sale of its publications. For the fur-

therance of these objects, the Executive Committee have, in a few

instances, appointed local agents, whose success encourages the

belief that it is expedient to multiply these functionaries with

a view to canvass all the States and Territories of the Union.

One of these agents in the smallest State (Rhode Island) has,

in the course of six weeks, procured more thaix one hundred

members, collected valuable information, and awakened addi-

tional interest in this worthy cause, and is still successfully

prosecuting his labors. Had a similar agency been employed

in other parts of the country, with the same success, we should

have enrolled at this time eight thousand members, with an

annual income of sixteen thousand dollars ; a result eminently



desirable, and which, we believe, can be accomplished by an

efficient agency. Local agents may be appointed by the Exe-

cutive Committee, or with their concurrence, by the officers of

this Society, in each of their respective States, and supported

by a reasonable percentage on their collections.

Much may also be done to secure funds requisite for extensive

and successful operation by donations from the wealthy and be-

nevolent. A gentleman of fortune, Hon. Samuel Appleton, of

Boston, whose name is honorably associated with various philan-

thropic and charitable enterprises of our age and nation, has the

honor of commencing worthy action in our behalf by a donation

of one thousand dollars. Several other distinguished gentlemen

have subscribed liberally to our funds, in the form either of dona-

tions or of Life-memberships, a detailed statement of which will

hereafter be submitted and published in the Society's Transac-

tions. Is it too much to believe that persons may be found in

our commercial cities and widely extended country who will imi-

tate these excellent examples, and thus place at our disposal a

fund, the annual income of which will be sufficient to render the

influence of this Society permanent and most salutary ? I com-

mend this whole subject to your favorable consideration.

EXHIBITIONS OF THE SOCIETY.

In addition to the measures already enumerated for the ac-

complishment of our objects, I would submit to you a suggestion

with reference to holding an Annual Exhibition of this Society

in connection with the World's Fair, which is to commence next

May, and to continue through the ensuing Summer and Autumn,

in the Crystal Palace, in the city of New York.

The idea of such a Fair, in many minds, appears to have

originated from the very incomplete and imperfect representa-

tion of American arts and industry in the World's Fair at Lon-

don, in 1851, and consequently from the inadequate impression

of the same thereby left in some portions of the mother country

and of Europe. If this American Fair succeeds, as it is antici-

pated, it is desirable there should be in it a full and fair repre-

sentation of American Agriculture, Horticulture, Pomology, and

kindred arts. The Hon. Secretary of State has already pre-

sented the subject to various agents of our Government in foreign

lands, and instructed them to co-operate in the design. An exhi-
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bition of this Society, as an independent body, or in connection

with some of the State Agricultural Societies, at that time and

place, would give the Association a world-wide notoriety, and

secure for it other advantages, besides contributing largely to

the completeness and interest of the Fair. «

If this suggestion is received with favor, it will be important

that the Executive, or a Special Committee, be invested with

full power to confer and negotiate with the Committee of that

Association already appointed on this subject, and to execute

the design in a manner conducive to the mutual interests of both,

and honorable alike to American Agriculture and to the Re-

public.

LECTURES.

Several distinguished gentlemen have been invited to attend

this meeting, from whom it is hoped we may receive either ad-

dresses or lectures on Agricultural topics; and as our annual

meeting will occur during the session of Congress, I would re-

commend that provision be made, hereafter, for an annual course

of lectures during our anniversary, and that the same be pub-

lished, either in the Transactions of the Society, or in a sepa-

rate volume.

AMENDMENTS OF THE CONSTITUTION.

Our Constitution was necessarily prepared in haste, during

the Convention which gave birth to the Society, and in some

particulars is susceptible of improvement and of important

additions. Section III. may be improved by more definite

phraseology, precisely adapted to our organization. Another

embarrassment would be removed if our "Board of Agriculture"

were denominated " The General Board of Agriculture," to dis-

tinguish it from the members thereof in a given State, who

constitute a "Local Board," and should be so designated.

' The Constitution also provides (Sec. II.) for the election of

honorary members, but does not prescribe the manner in which

they shall be proposed. It is worthy of consideration whether

this instrument should not require their nomination by the Ex-

ecutive Committee before their election by the Society, and

whether this alteration should not be made at the present

session, so as to secure the immediate appointment, as honorary

and corresponding members, of gentlemen who have distin-
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guished themselves in the Arts, by donations to this Society,

or by important public services. Measures should also be im-

mediately adopted for procuring a suitable Diploma of this

Society, and a copy thereof, duly executed, for each of its An-

nual, Life, Honorary, and Corresponding Members.

CONCLUSION.

Gentlemen: Having submitted these suggestions for your

consideration, permit me to add that a great work has been

given us to accomplish, but we have much to encourage us to

its prompt and faithful performance.

The vastness of our Agricultural resources—the extent of our

territory, surpassingly rich in gold, silver, iron, copper, coal,

and other metallic and mineral treasures—the variety of our

soil and climate, capable of producing nearly all the Agricultural

productions of the world—our rapidly reduplicating population,

spreading through our valleys and over our hills, and peopling

our fair land with the industrious and enterprising of all nations

—

the wonderful progress of the natural sciences, upon which the

art of successful cultivation depends—the facilities for inter-

communication between all parts of the country and the world

—

the interest already awakened in our Association and the cause

it seeks to promote, an interest which is manifested among us

by hundreds of Agricultural and Horticultural Societies, in-

creasing every year, and by the multitude of periodicals and

publications which are devoted to its advocacy and advance-

ment—these, all these urge us onward, right onward, to the

accomplishment of our mission.

A brighter day has begun to dawn. It is within the recol-

lection of many when the first Agricultural Society was organized

in the United States; indeed, it is not fifty years since the

establishment of the Horticultural Society of London, the first

institution of the kind in the world. This was soon followed by

kindred associations in France, Pennsylvania, Massachusetts

and other places. Agricultural and Horticultural Societies, and

Farmers' Clubs, spring up as by enchantment throughout our

country, all zealously engaging in the work of improvement.

While we rejoice in these favorable indications, and in the

cheering prospect before us, we are reminded, by the absence of

those whom we have been wont to meet on similar occasions,
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that the Destroyer has been among us. They involuntarily rise

up before us, and their valuable services claim our grateful

remembrance. When we were last assembled in this city, the

" Farmer of Ashland" lay upon the bed of death, and has since

been borne with distinguished funeral honors, amidst a nation's

sorrow, far hence to the sepulchre of his fathers.

The great Landscape Gardener and Rural Architect of Ame-

rica, upon whose genius the Government depended for the laying

out and adornment of the public grounds surrounding these

premises, and who did so much to elevate the standard and to

improve taste in the rural arts, conveniences, and refinements of

life, was numbered with the victims by that awful disaster upon

the waters of the Hudson, on the 28th of July last, which ago-'

nized the hearts of so many American citizens.

The cause of scientific agriculture in this country has sus-

tained a great loss by the death of one of its most distinguished

and promising professors—a gentleman, who, though young, had

already made many valuable contributions to Agricultural litera-

ture, who had no superior of equal age, and from whose future

labors much was anticipated. Downing and Norton are no

rQore—both cut down in the midst of life and usefulness.

One of the distinguished representatives of the Essex Society

of Massachusetts, the Hon. Judge Mack, of Salem, who was

present and participated in the organization of this Society, a

most worthy gentleman, and who filled with honor and integrity

various stations in life, has also gone to his rest.

The "Marshfield Farmer" is also numbered with the mighty

dead. He was a farmer—the son of a farmer, and the noblest

production of American soil ! His majestic form, his mountain

brow, and expressive countenance, his deep, yet melodious voice,

his whole person eloquent in every step and act, are bright

visions on which we delight to dwell.

We fondly cherish the remembrance of him as he appeared

in this assembly at the organization of our Society, and in the

cordial manner in which he saluted the worthy representative of

the immortal Washington, the "Farmer of Arlington." We
love to think of his subsequent reception of us at his hospitable

mansion in this city, and of the close of his eloquent address,

and especially of his friendly benediction: "Brother farmers

—

I shall remember you, and the occasion which has called us



11

together. I invoke for you a safe return to your homes. I in-

voke for you an abundant harvest ; and if we meet not again in

time, I trust that hereafter we shall meet in a more genial clime,

and under a kindlier sun."

Yes, sainted patriot ; there, in those celestial fields, where the

sickle of the Great Reaper shall no more cut down the wise and

the good, we hope at last to meet thee

—

there, in those pure

realms, where the rainbow never fades, where thy brilliant star

shall shine with purer effulgence, and where the high and

glorious aspirations of thy soul shall be forever realized!

These great and worthy men have ceased from their earthly

labors, and are gone to that land whose bloom is perennial,

whose fruit immortal, and whose harvest eternal. We live

to promote a cause which was dear to their hearts, and to

execute plans which they helped us form, and on which de-

pended some of their most cherished hopes respecting the pros-

perity of their country, and the happiness of mankind.

Soon we shall be called to follow them; but let us rejoice that

the cause we are seeking to promote will flourish when we are

laid beneath the clods of the valley.

Gentlemen : Cheering prospects are before us. I dwell with

pleasure on the bright future. I seem to see this Association

enrolling among its members thousands of our intelligent yeo-

manry, and whether from the North or the South, the East or

the West, all banded and leagued together as brethren by a

common interest; a State Society auxiliary to this in every

Commonwealth—County Societies, Farmers' Clubs, Agricultu-

ral Schools and Colleges, each drawing, from its own peculiar

section and resources, the means of information and improve-

ment, and all with united purpose and harmonious action, both

disseminating and receiving aid from each other, and thus illus-

trating the power of voluntary associations under the fostering

care of government, and tending to make ourselves and our

beloved nation the most intelligent, enterprising, virtuous,

happy, and powerful people on earth.

MARSHALL P. WILDER.



CONSTITUTION

UNITED STATES AGl^ICULTURAL SOCIETY.

PREAMBLE.

The undersigned, in order to improve the Agriculture of the

country by attracting the attention, eliciting the views, and

combining the efforts of that great class composing the Agricul-

tural community, and to secure the advantages of a better

organization, and more extended usefulness among all State,

County, and other Agricultural Societies, do hereby form our-

selves into a Society, and for its government adopt the following

Constitution :

—

NAME OF THE SOCIETY.

Sect. I. The name of this Society shall be the United States

Agricultural Society.

MEMBERS' DUES.

Sect. II. The Society shall consist of all such persons as

shall signify to any officer of the Society a wish to become

a member, and who shall pay two dollars to the Treasurer

of the Society, and a like sum annually thereafter ; and of

delegates from the State Agricultural Societies, in the States

and Territories, and District of Columbia, who may be ap-

pointed to attend the annual and other meetings of the Society,

and who shall pay the like sum, and also of such honorary

members as the Executive Committee may see fit to elect.

Each member shall be entitled to receive a journal, or publica-
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tion of said Society, containing an account of its proceedings,

and such additional matter as shall be deemed worthy of publi-

cation, free from any expense except postage. Twenty-five

dollars shall entitle one to the privilege of Life-membership,

and exempt him from any annual taxation.

OFFICERS.

Sect. III. The ofiicers of this Society shall be a President,

a Vice President from each State and Territory in the Union,

and from the District of Columbia ; a Treasurer, a Correspond-

ing Secretary, an Executive Committee, consisting of seven

members; and a General Board of Agriculture, to consist of

three members from each State, Territory, and District, to be

appointed by the State Agricultural Societies where they exist

;

and where there are no such State Societies, by the Executive

Committee of this Society. The President of the Society, the

Corresponding and Recording Secretaries, shall be ex-officio

members ; and the President shall be Chairman of the Board of

Agriculture, and of the Executive Committee.

DUTIES OF OFFICERS.

The President shall have a general superintendence of all

the afi"airs of the Society. In case of his death or inability to

discharge the functions of his office, the Board of Agriculture

shall select a Vice President to act in his stead, and be clothed

with the same powers ; and he shall perform the same duties as

the President until the next annual election.

VICE PRESIDENTS.

It shall be the duty of the Vice Presidents to advance all the

objects of the Association in their several districts ; to explain

to Agriculturists the character and objects of this Society, and

endeavor to obtain their co-operation and support ; to watch the

advance of practical Agriculture, and make known the results of

the same, by reports or otherwise, from year to year.

BOARD OF AGRICULTURE.

It shall be the duty of this Board to watch the interests of

Agriculture, as they are or may be affected by the legislation

of the country ; to make such reports, memorials, and recom-
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mendations, as may advance the cause of Agriculture, promote

and diffuse Agricultural knowledge; to examine, and when ne-

cessary report upon, the practicability of establishing Agricul-

tural schools, colleges, and model farms ; to set forth the advan-

tages of Agricultural and Geological Surveys, and to show the

importance of the application of science to Agriculture; to re-

present, through their reports, the relation of American Agri-

culture to that of foreign countries, and endeavor to obtain

information from such countries ; to point out the advantage of

introducing any new staples, seeds, and plants, and obtain, as

far as practicable, annual statistical returns of the condition of

Agriculture throughout the different States; all which informa-

tion shall be published by the Society, and form part of its

Transactions.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.

The Executive Committee shall transact the general business

of the Society, and shall designate the time and place for exhi-

bitions, regulate the expenditures, and take such supervisory

charge of the business of the Society as may best promote its

interests, and shall have the supervision of the publications of

the Society. This body shall elect its own Chairman in the

absence of the President ; four members shall constitute a

quorum.

TREASURER.

The Treasurer shall keep an account of all moneys, and shall

pay bills only after they have been audited by the Correspond-

ing or Recording Secretary, and another member of the Execu-

tive Committee, and countersigned by the President of the So-

ciety, or the Chairman of the Executive Committee.

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY.

The duty of the Corresponding Secretary shall be to corre-

spond with persons interested in Agriculture. At each stated

meeting he shall read such portion of this correspondence as

may be of general interest ; and it shall be his duty to carry out

and advocate the views of the Board of Agriculture, in obtain-

ing, arranging, and publishing any information they may desire

to have laid before the Agricultural community.
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RECORDING SECRETARY.

The Recording Secretary shall keep the record of the minutes

of the Society, and of its Executive Committee.

Sect. IV. The annual meetings of the Society shall be held

at the City of Washington, on the last Wednesday of February,

in each year, Avhen all the officers of the Society, not otherwise

appointed, shall be elected by ballot, for the ensuing year

;

fifteen members shall constitute a quorum. The Executive

Committee, however, shall be competent, with the approbation

of the Society, to appoint occasional meetings, to be held at

other places.

Sect. V. This Constitution may be altered at any annual

meeting, by a vote of two-thirds of the members in attendance,

provided not less than fifty members be present.
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