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YORKSHIRE PHILOSOPHICAL SOCIETY. 

REPORT OF THE COUNCIL 

TO THE 

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE SOCIETY, ON THE 1st OF FEBRUARY, 184S. 

Few events of peculiar importance have occurred during the 

past year to require prominent notice in the report of the 

Council to the present Annual Meeting. 

The completion of the alterations connected with the enclo¬ 

sure of the remains of St. Leonard’s Hospital within the Society’s 

grounds and the entrance to the Gardens, has been again 

deferred, in consequence of the plans of the Corporation with 

regard to the improvements in the adjoining streets not being 

definitively fixed, so as to admit of the proper levels and boun¬ 

dary line being determined. 

In the Report presented to the last Annual Meeting, the 

Council intimated that it would be the duty of their successors 

to devise some plan for reviving the interest formerly taken by 

the members of the Society in its scientific proceedings. As this 

suggestion was favourably received by the Annual Meeting, the 

present Council determined on making a trial of certain changes 

regarding the Monthly Meetings. The hour at which they are 

fixed by the Society’s laws (One p. M.), appearing to be an in¬ 

convenient one for a numerous attendance of Members, it was 

resolved to try the experiment whether, by adjourning these 

Meetings to an evening hour, a fuller attendance could be 

obtained, by which means it was hoped that more encouragement 
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would be held out for the production of scientific communica¬ 

tions. With a similar object, the Council determined to adopt 

the example of other Societies, by printing, for distribution 

amongst the members, the scientific Proceedings of each 

Meeting, containing, in abstract or at full length, such papers 

or notices as specially related to the Natural History, Topo¬ 

graphy, and Antiquities of Yorkshire. Although several circum¬ 

stances have combined to render the experiment hitherto only 

partially successful, the Council have reason, upon the whole, to 

be satisfied with its result; and although they have not proposed 

at present any alteration in the Society’s existing laws regarding 

the Monthly Meetings, they would recommend the continuance 

of this experiment. 

Three numbers of the ^ Proceedings’ have been printed, and 

delivered to the Members. They comprise several communica¬ 

tions of great interest and value ; and it is to be hoped that their 

circulation may operate as a stimulus to those who have the 

ability and the leisure to contribute information in the same 

manner to future Meetings, and thus not only to keep alive the 

interest of both the resident and more distant Members in the 

Society’s pursuits, but eventually to treasure up a store of facts 

and researches, which may furnish valuable materials for an 

accurate and complete Natural and Topographical History of 

this great County. 

The Council now proceed to give some account of what has 

been effected during the past year, in the several departments of 

the Institution. 

To the Collection of Antiquities an addition has been made 

of a highly interesting character, and reflecting great credit on 

the liberality of the donor. By the kindness of Joseph Dent, 

Esq., the High Sheriff of the county, the wish expressed by the 

historian of York a century ago, and repeated by the author 

of Eburacum,”'^ has been accomplished, and the monumental 

stone in commemoration of Lucius Duccius, a standard-bearer 

of the ninth legion, found about the year 1686, in Trinity 

Gardens, and afterwards removed to Ribston Hall, has been 

* Sec Drake’s York, p. 58. Wellbeloved’s Ebiiracum, p. 114. 
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“ restored to York/’ and is now deposited in the Hospitium of 

St. Mary’s Abbey, under the guardianship of this Society, 

amongst other similar valuable relics of Roman York. 

The cabinet of Coins has received an interesting addition 

by a donation from Lord Wenlock, consisting of 57 pieces, a por¬ 

tion of a hoard of groats of Philip and Mary, and Elizabeth, and 

of shillings and sixpences of Elizabeth, and James I. The 

hoard was discovered in a farm at Deighton, on his Lordship’s 

estate, and immediately conveyed to him by his tenant. 

Early in the spring of last year, a large hoard of Northum¬ 

brian Stycas was accidentally discovered in a field on the banks 

of the Wharfe, in the parish of Bolton Percy. Having been 

secretly dispersed, it has not been found possible to ascertain the 

number of coins which it contained; but it is probable that it 

amounted to between seven and eight thousand, more than three 

thousand of which have, partly by donation, but chiefly by 

purchase, come into possession of the Society, forming an im¬ 

portant addition to those previously obtained by the discovery at 

York. The hoard of Bolton Percy is the fifth that has been 

discovered, all in the north of England, and during the present 

century.* This peculiar coinage is now engaging the attention of 

numismatists; and the Curator of Antiquities believes that no 

cabinet in any Museum contains so large and interesting a col¬ 

lection of Stycas, as that belonging to this Society. 

The Subscription entered into in 1846 for fitting up the 

Hospitium of St. Mary’s Abbey for the reception of the 

general collection of Antiquities, though falling short of the 

expected amount, has enabled the Council to complete the res¬ 

toration of the upper room, and to fit it up, by the adaptation of 

cases already in the Society’s possession, for the reception of the 

smaller objects requiring such protection. The lower story has 

for some years been occupied by the sculptured fragments of 

* The first occurred in 1808, in the parish of Kirk Oswald, in Cumberland. In 

1813, a few Stycas of Ecgfrid were found in the chapel-yard of Heworth, in the 

county of Durham; in 1832, about 8000 Stycas were discovered in the church-yard 

of Hexham; and in 1842 a hoard of nearly the same number was turned up in 

St. Leonard’s Place, York. 
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St. Mary’s Abbey and other mediaeval edifices in York^ and^ with 

an addition now in progress, will further afford an appropriate 

depository for the more bulky Roman remains (altars, sarco¬ 

phagi, inscribed stones, &c.), mostly discovered in and around 

York; so that the entire building will comprise a Museum 

of Local Antiquities, adding greatly to the stores of instruc¬ 

tion and interest which the Society is enabled to present 

to its Members and Visitors. The whole collection, however, 

will require complete and careful arrangement, to render it as 

instructive as it is intrinsically valuable ; and the Council have 

reason to hope for very efficient assistance in this necessary 

work. The addition to the accommodations in the Hospitium, 

to which reference has just been made, the Council have been 

enabled to accomplish by the liberal benefaction of a deceased 

Member and zealous friend of the Society, the late Mr. Copsie, 

who bequeathed to the Society the sum of £100., accompanied 

by the expression of his desire that it should be applied to some 

object connected with the department of Antiquities; a condi¬ 

tion with which the Council could not hesitate in complying. 

Concurring cordially in the opinion of the Curator of Antiqui¬ 

ties, that the legacy could not be devoted to a better purpose, 

or one more in accordance with the wishes of the testator, the 

Council at once decided to apply it to the substantial restoration 

of that part of the lower story of the Hospitium which still lay in 

ruins. This work is now proceeding, and will be completed as 

soon as the season permits, at a cost little exceeding the amount 

of the proceeds of the legacy. 

In the department of Natural History, the report of the 

Keeper of the Museum shews the continued exertion of his 

zealous care of the collections committed to his superintendence, 

and records many valuable additions to their contents. Those 

to the Geological collection include the valuable purchase 

effected by Mr. Charlesworth, of two Saurian heads from the 

Lias of Whitby, the one a Teleosaurus, the other an undeter¬ 

mined species of Ichthyosaurus. These specimens,” observes 

Mr. C., form a great addition to our collection of extinct Rep- 

tilia, and I believe they may, in some respects, be respectively 
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considered unique, the cranium of the Ichthyosaurus exhibiting 

neither displacement nor compression, while the lower jaw of the 

Teleosaurus is detached, so as to allow of the superior surface 

being seen through its whole extent, to the termination of the 

condyloid processes.” A very beautiful specimen of Asterias 

arenicola (figured in pi. 17 of the London Geological Journal) 

has also been obtained by purchase. The most remarkable 

donations to the Geological collection have been the remains of 

Gyrosteus mirahilis Agassiz, (a gigantic osseous fish) from the 

Lias of Whitby, presented by Dr. Murray, of Scarborough,—a 

unique Ichthyolite, (Pleuracanthus Isevissimus Agassiz') pre¬ 

sented by the widow of a late lamented member of the Society, 

the Rev. T. Egerton,—a series of fossils from the Gloucester¬ 

shire Lias, by Mr. Allis,—and some interesting remains of fishes 

from the Caithness slate at Thurso, by Mr. David Graham. 

Mr. Charlesworth has made considerable progress in labelling 

the general collection of fossils, and mounting the specimens on 

tablets, a mode of arrangement which displays them to great 

advantage. The fossils of the green sand, chalk, London clay, 

and new’er tertiary beds, are now exhibited after this method, 

which he proposes gradually to extend to other parts of the col¬ 

lection. 

The first part of the list of British fossils, referred to in the 

report for 1845, embracing the whole of the known Tertiary 

species, is now ready, and copies are laid on the table for the 

inspection of members. 

The Council would also invite the attention of the Members 

to the specimens of fossil zoophytes from the Flamhorough 

Chalk, which Mr. Charlesworth has happily succeeded in clearing 

from the matrix by the application of dilute muriatic acid, so as 

strikingly to exhibit not only the external aspect of these organic 

remains in their original perfection and beauty, but also to shew^ 

their internal structure. 

No donations of particular moment have been received for 

the general collection of Ornithology; but a portion of the 

Malacca collection, formerly purchased by the Society, has been 

mounted at a considerable cost. The appropriation of one of the 
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upper rooms of the Museum (recently devoted to antiquities) to 

the reception of the Rudston collection of British Birds, has 

admitted of the display of this fine collection in a manner which 

shews the Society’s appreciation of the gift, while it afibrds 

greater facilities for study to those who cultivate British orni¬ 

thology. The smaller insessorial species have been removed from 

the separate cases which they occupied, and arranged in one 

large and light glazed case, which exhibits them to the greatest 

advantage,—a mode of arrangement for the suggestion and 

execution of which the Society is indebted to the Secretary.* 

A specimen of Brain coral, (Meeandrina cerehriformis,) pre¬ 

sented by R. Hatfeild, Esq., has proved the source of an ex¬ 

tremely valuable addition to the foreign Conchological cabinet, its 

interior being found, on examination, to be occupied by a colony 

of perforating bivalve molluscs, including examples of at least 

five distinct genera. Mr, James Backhouse has liberally per¬ 

mitted the Keeper of the Museum to select from his extensive 

Australian collection several recent sponges, which help to illus¬ 

trate in a most instructive manner the nature of the fossil 

zoophytes of the Flamborough chalk. 

The Curator of Botany has arranged the collection of Pyrenaean 

plants formed by Mr. Spruce, and purchased by the Society; 

and he has enriched the British herbarium by the liberal dona¬ 

tion, from his own private collection, of about fifty species, which 

were not already in the Museum. The collection of living plants 

in the Conservatory has received several additions ; but the only 

one which calls for particular notice is the contribution of several 

additional species of Orchidacese, and selected seeds, presented 

by the Hon. East India Company, through Dr. Forbes Royle. 

The Library has continued to be enriched by the transmission, 

by several of the learned Societies of Britain, of their Transac¬ 

tions. Among these the Council have much pleasure in men¬ 

tioning the first part of the volume containing the Memoirs 

communicated to the Archaeological Institute at its meeting in 

York, and the elaborate Map of Roman Yorkshire, by Charles 

* The value of this splendid acquisition to the Museum has been greatly en¬ 

hanced by Mr. Read’s subsequent presentation of his cabinet of British eggs. 
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Newton, Esq.; both presented by the central Committee of the 

Institute. The Meteorological and Magnetical Observations of 

Lieut.-Col. Sabine at St. Helena, and of Sir T. M. Brisbane at 

Makerstoun, and the Astronomical Besults obtained at the Cape 

of Good Hope by Sir J. W. Herschel, and at Edinburgh by 

the late T. Henderson, Esq., have also been received. Mr. 

Hatfeild has presented to the Library a splendid Atlas of Plates 

on Human Anatomy, published at Venice, by the brothers Cal- 

dani, in 1801—13, in 4 vols, folio, with accompanying letter- 

press. Several works on Geology and Natural History, of great 

value and utility, (including Sir B. I. Murchison’s Silurian 

System,” Professor Owen’s Odontography,” and two costly 

and valuable works of M. Agassiz,) have been purchased by the 

Council, an opportunity having presented itself of obtaining 

them on very advantageous terms. 

The Council have great satisfaction in alluding to the com¬ 

pletion of Mr. Browne’s valuable and beautiful work on York 

Minster. The approaching completion of Mr. Gould’s splendid 

work on the Birds of Australia, as well as Mr. Gray’s on the 

Genera of Birds, will relieve the Society from a heavy annual 

expenditure in this department. 

The Laboratory has been exclusively employed, as of late 

years, in the instruction of the pupils of the York School of 

Medicine. It is reported by the Curator to be in good working 

order. In the Observatory, Mr. Newman has continued his 

observations of the sun’s transit for the purpose of keeping the 

correct time, and the clock’s error has been, as usual, carefully 

noted for the information of the public. 

The Curator of Meteorology has furnished the following table 

and remarks, containing his observations on the weather at 

York during the past year: — 
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METEOROLOGICAL REGISTER FOR 1847—YORK. 
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Prevalent Wind. 

1 

Jan. 29*88 30-45 28-80 1 
1 

1-48 38 31-5 34-7 35-2 47 19 19 14 S. E. 

Feb. 29-91 30-41 
1 

29-25 1 1-39 41*4 
1 

29*1 35-2 38 53 18 20 15 Westerly. 

Mar. 30-03 30-65 29-47 1-35 48-4 33-7 41*0 41 60 18 10 16 S. E. & N. W. 

April 29-78 30-15 29*32 1.82 52.3 
i 

35-0 43-6 45-1 61 25 10 16 Westerly. 

May 29-90 30-60 29-40 3-09 62-8 45-1 53-9 52- 80 33 0 19 S. W. 

June 29*98 30-61 29*50 2-47 66*2 49*4 57*8 58-1 80 41 0 20 N. W. 

July 30-12 30-49 29-80 •77 74-6 54*7 64-7 60 84 47 0 6 N. & W. 

Aug. 30-07 30-52 29*58 1-14 68*7 50-9 59*8 59-6 
1 
84 

1 
36 0 11 Westerly. 

Sept. 29-98 30-47 29-13 1*14 59*5 42-9 51-2 54*6 68 31 2 15 Westerly. 

Oct. 29-97 30-39 29-33 1-95 54*5 41-9 48*2 47-9 61 1 34 0 16 Southerly. 

Nov. 29-93 30-48 29*00 1-90 49-6 38-4 44.0 41*3 61 29 5 16 Southerly. 

Dec. 29-80 30-38 28-29 3-54 43-5 36-2 40-0 
I 

39’6 54 29 10 16 S. E. 

29*94 i 22-04 47*8 47*7 76 180 

N. 

Days ..24. 

COMPARATIVE PREVALENCE OP WINDS. 

s. E. W. N.E. N.W. S.E. S.W. 

22. 21. 68 40 56 71 63 = 365. 

Mean height of the mercury at 9 morning 

Ditto . 3 afternoon 

Mean daily depression at.. .. 3 afternoon 

Mean height for the year. 

Mean temperature for the year 1847 47-8. 

Ditto for 13 years . 47'7. 

29-9560. 

29-9449. 

•0111. 

29-9504. 

ft 

It will he seen that the year 1847 has presented almost an exact mean of tempe¬ 

rature. A few anomalies of excess and deficiency in some of the months appear to 

have balanced each other. 

The temperature of April was 1-5 below the mean, and has not been so low since 

the year 1838. That of May was on the other hand 1-8 above the mean. September 

was 3-4 below the mean, and colder than it has been since 1836. The temperature 
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of July, however, more than compensated for this deficiency, having been 4*6 above 

the mean, and warmer than it has been in the last 17 years. 

The rain of the year has been 2'1 inches below the mean. July, August, and 

September were remarkably dry. The total for the three months was only 3‘05 

inches, the mean amount being 7‘36. May and December, on the contrary, had an 

excess of 2*4 inches above their usual mean. 

A remarkable depression of the mercurial column occurred at 11 p. m. on the 6th 

of December, the height being only 28‘293, thermometer attached 54°. This 

depression was also noticed coincidently as follows, viz.:— 

Dublin. 28-20 

Cockermouth. 28.07 

Ackworth . 28-15 

Wigton .. 28-27 

York . 28-29 

Kendal. 28-35 

Chiswick . 28-55 

Cork. 28-72 

Falmouth . 28*88 

A splendid display of Aurora occurred on the 24th of October, an accurate account 

of which, by Professor Phillips, may be found in the “ Athenaeum” for the 30th of 

that month. 

Communications have been received of the amount of rain fallen in the year at 

Doncaster. 23-190 inches. 

Ackworth . 20-502 „ 

At Kendal the amount was 52-19 inches, and at Keswick 58-28. 

The Gardens continue to aiford increased attraction to stran¬ 

gers, and enjoyment to the Members and their families, as each 

year’s vigorous growth of the trees and shrubs renders more 

manifest the skill and taste with which the general plan of the 

grounds, and the laying out of the plantations, were conceived 

and executed by Sir J. Nasmyth. 

The want of success which, from various causes, has attended 

the Horticultural Exhibitions in the Museum Gardens for some 

years past, induced the Council, with the full concurrence of the 

Horticultural Committee, to suspend for the present such exhi¬ 

bitions ; being of opinion that in the existing state of the 

Society’s finances, and with the claims still pressing upon 

them, they were not justified in risking so large a portion of its 

^ revenue. 
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Since the last Annual Meeting, the Society has had to deplore 

the loss by death of several of its oldest and most valued Mem¬ 

bers. To the memory of one of them, Mr. Copsie, the Council 

have already had occasion to pay a passing tribute, when 

acknowledging the last of his many acts of zealous and eifective 

benevolence to the Society. The Society has lost also its 

early, steadfast, and ever liberal Patron, the late venerable 

Archbishop of this Province, by whose hands was laid the 

foundation stone of this Museum, and who was permitted by 

Divine Providence to witness the prosperity and usefulness of 

this and many other valuable Institutions, over which he had 

extended his powerful protection. 

The erection of the bust of Dr. Beckwith in the Hall of the 

Museum, has afforded the Council an opportunity of commemo¬ 

rating his very liberal bequest to the Society by an inscription 

on the pedestal. They have recorded in the same manner their 

sense of the valuable and long continued services of their first 

President, the Rev. W. Vernon Harcourt.* 

The Treasurer’s account for the past year, which accompanies 

this Report, exhibits in a clear and distinct manner the present 

state of the Society’s finances. The debtor side of the balance 

sheet shows an increase of income over that of the preceding 

year (1846) under several heads ; although two items of ordi¬ 

nary income, viz., the admissions at the gates, and receipts from 

the swimming bath, have not equalled the corresponding 

amounts in the account for 1846. The total amount of income 

is increased by two items which must be considered as extraor-^ 

dinary revenue, viz., Mr. Copsie’s legacy, producing (after pay¬ 

ment of duty) £90; and the subscription of £100. 10s. 6d.> 

received towards fitting up the Hospitium. 

* The following are the inscriptions:— 

GVLTELMO • \"ERNON * HAECOVKT • S- E* S- 

OB • ASSIDVA • IN • SE • MEEITA 

SOC • PHIL • EBOR • POS* A D* MDCCCXXXIH* 

STEPHANO * BECKWITH * M*D- 

OB • EGREGIAM • ERGA * SE * :MVNIF[CENTIAM 

SOC • PmL • EBOR • POS- A-D- MDCCCXLV- 
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It is satisfactory to observe that the ordinary expenditure of 

the Society is more than covered by the ordinary income. But, 

on the General Account for the year, the balance against the 

Society has been increased by £207. 11s. lOd., being, on the 1st 

of January, 1848, £478. 5s. This increase of debt, however, 

has not been incurred during the past year. Several trades¬ 

men’s bills, relating to the alterations in the Mint Yard in 1846, 

and two accounts connected with the erection of the new hot¬ 

houses during the same year, not having been received in proper 

time, were not included in the account presented at the last 

Annual Meeting. Had these bills, amounting together to 

£827. 19s., been paid when due, they would have swelled 

the balance against the Society in the account for 1846, to 

£598. 12s. 2d. They are now paid, and included in the 

balance-sheet now presented; and are the cause of the apparent 

increase of the Society’s debt. There are also several bills 

included in the ordinary expenditure of 1847, which ought to 

have been presented and paid in 1846. Looking to the liabili¬ 

ties of the Institution, it must be borne in mind that the Society 

is under engagement to pay £850. for the purchase of the house 

adjoining the gateway of St. Leonard’s, the site of which will 

be required for the projected alterations, for completing which a 

considerable further outlay will be called for. About £100. will 

also be required for the further restoration of the Hospitium, 

now in progress. It is therefore probable that the Society is, 

or will be ere long, under liabilities to the amount of about 

£1000. Nevertheless, the Council confidently hope that, by 

strict economy, a considerable surplus revenue may be insured 

for the gradual liquidation of this debt, and the Society be still 

retained in a position to employ itself with energy and 

perseverance in accomplishing the purposes for which it was 

constituted. 

E 
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THE 

TEEASUEEE OF THE YOEESHIEE PHILOSOPHICAL SOCIETY, 

IN ACCOUNT FOR THE YEAR 1847. 

Dr. 

1847. 
£. s d. 

Annual Subscriptions and Ai’rears 550 0 0 

Admission of New Members .... 90 0 0 

Composition in lieu of Annual 

Subscriptions . 60 0 0 

Ladies’ Subscriptions and Keys of 

the Gates . 82 6 0 

Money received at the Gate. 148 7 9 

Kents . 40 14 2 

Gas for Evening Meetings . 1 10 0 

Swimming Bath (deducting Ex¬ 

penses . 81 18 5 

Legacy. 90 0 0 

Subscriptions towards fitting up 

the Hospitium. 100 10 6 

Permanent Debt, viz.; 

Six Members at J50 each...... 300 0 0 

1545 6 10 
Balance overdra^vn Messrs. 

Swann, Clough and Co., De¬ 

cember 31st, 1847 . 473 5 0 

Audited by us, January 31st, 1847, 

W. GRAY, 

JOHN FORD. 

Cr. 
1847. 

£. s. d, £. s. d. 

Permanent Debt, viz.: 

Six Members at £50 each. 300 0 0 

Balance overdrawn Messrs. 

Swann, Clough and Co., De¬ 

cember 31st, 1846 . 265 13 2 

Ci’own Rent. 1 0 1 

Corporation Rent (one 

and a half-years) ... . 43 13 9 

Insurance'. . 5 0 0 

Gate Keeper. . 20 0 0 

Keeper of the Museum. .150 0 0 

Clerk and Collector ... . 20 0 0 

Interest . . 15 14 0 

Sub-Curator, on Account 

of Salary, Wages, &c... ,.335 12 8 

Sundry Bills, viz.: 

Purchase of Specimens, ,. 87 13 3 

Pui-chase of Books ... .105 7 0 

Coals and Gas. 8 5 

Mrs. Buckley, Mason . .234 19 0 

J. Cluderay, Joiner ... .180 14 0 

W. Hartley, Glazier ... . 42 14 6 

H. Sotheran, Printer and 

Stationer. . 49 17 0 

J. Brown, Painter. . 40 9 6 

J. Walker and Mrs. Ward, 

Ironmongers . . 14 8 6 

N. Turner, Plasterer ... . 38 3 6 

J. Thompson, Joiner... . 10 9 9 

Sundry Small Accounts 30 13 9 

861 18 2 

£2018 11 10 £2018 11 10 
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ANALYSIS OF DISBURSEMENTS, 

ORDINAEY EXPENSES. 

Rents, Rates, &c.: £. s. d. £. s, d. 

Rent to the Crown . 1 0 1 

Rent to the Corporation, one and a half years. 43 13 9 

Rates and Taxes.   8 9 3 

Insurance and Water Rent. 11 0 0 

- 64 3 1 

Salaries and Wages; 

Keeper of the Museum . 150 0 0 

Suh-Curator. 100 0 0 

Servant. 20 0 0 

Lodge Keeper . 20 0 0 

Labourers... 145 14 0 

Occasional Labourers . 2 3 3 

Clerk and Collector. 20 0 0 

Attendant in Hospitium. 1 12 6 

- 459 9 9 

Interest to Bankers for being overdrawn . 15 14 0 

Museiun, Gardens, Grounds, &c. : 

Painting and General Repairs . 95 16 3 

Purchase and Preparation of Specimens .. 114 4 10 

Observatory. 7 3 5 

- 217 4 6 

Library: 

Books and Binding. 105 7 0 

Incidentals: 

Printing, Advertising, and Stationeiy . 53 11 6 

Coals, Gas, Coke. 31 14 4 

Postages, Carriage, and Sundries .   21 12 6 

- 106 18 4 

968 16 8 

EXTRAORDINARY EXPENSES. 

Alterations in the Mint Yard, 1846   262 18 1 

On Account of New Hot-houses, 1846 . 65 0 11 

Fitting up the Hospitium . 128 19 I 

New Cases. 21 11 0 

--— 478 9 1 

B 2 

,£1447 8 9 
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RESOLUTIONS 

PASSED AT THE ANNUAL MEETING, FEB. 1, 1848. 

1. That the Report of the Council be adopted, and printed for the 

use of the Members. 

2. That the thanks of the Society be given to the Vice-Presidents 

and Members of the Council retiring from oflS.ce, and to the Treasurer, 

Secretary, and Curators, for their valuable services. 

3. That the Council be empowered, on certain days to be selected 

by them during the the present year, to permit free admission to all 

persons to the Museum and Gardens; the mode of admission to be 

regulated by the Council. 

4. That the Council be empowered to admit Strangers during the 

present year, at the usual rates of payment. 

5. That the Council be authorised to admit to the Museum and 

Gardens, as temporary subscribers, any occasional Visitors to York, 

not residing in the County, at the rate of One Pound for four months 

for themselves and their families; but that in no case shall such 

privilege be granted for a longer period than twelve months 
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MEMBERS 

ELECTED SINCE FEBEUAKY, 1847. 

1847. 

Thomas Gibson Hartley, York. 

John Bell, M. P., Thirsk. 

Bev. Charles Hawkins, Canon Residentiaryy York. 

John Wilson, Clifton, York. 

William Webster, Heworth Moor, York. 

William Sotheran, York. 

John Meek, jan., York. 

Joseph Wacldington Graves, York. 

January and February, 1848. 

Henry Brown, High Ousegate, York. 

Charles Potter, York. 

William Cooper, York. 

John Harland Fox, York. 

’William Monkhouse, York. 
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COMMUNICATIONS 

TO THE 

MONTHLY MEETINGS, 

1847. 

March 2.“—Robert Davies, F. S. A.—On the Statistics of York 

in the 13th and 14th Centuries. 

April 6.—Charles Newton, M. A.—Letter to John Phillips, 

F. R. S., on the British and Roman Antiquities of Yorkshire, and on 

a Map of Roman Yorkshire. 

Edw. Charlesworth, F. G. S.—Notice of the occurrence, near 

Tadcaster, of Larus Rossii. 

James Yates, F. R. S., &c.—Notice of Zamia Gigas, a fossil plant 

occurring on the N.E. coast of Yorkshire. 

May 4.—W. C. Williamson, M.R.C.S.—On the Fossil Vegeta¬ 

ble Heads from Runswick Bay, supposed to belong to Zamia Gigas. 

June 1.—Rev. J. Kenrick, M. A.—On the Sarcophagus of M. 

Verecundus Diogenes, and the Civil Administration of Roman York. 

Rev. C. Wellbeloved—On the hoard of Stycas discovered in 

March last, in the parish of Bolton Percy. 

Nov. 2.—John Phillips, F. R. S.—On the Aurora Borealis of the 

night of October 25th, 1847, as observed at York. 

W. L. Newman, F. R. A. S.—On the Solar Eclipse of the 9th of 

October, 1847, principally in reference to the determination of the 

longitude of York. 

Dec. 7.—Edw. Charlesworth, F. G. S.—On the Mineral Condi¬ 

tion and Affinities of the Zoophytes of the Flamborough Chalk. 
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DONATIONS TO THE MUSEUM, 

1847. 

GEOLOGY. 

Thos. Allis, Esq. 

E. T. Artis, Esq. 

James Backhouse, Esq. ... 

Thos. Barstow, Esq. 

Captain James Cole. 

Mrs. Thos. Egerton .. 

Mr. David Graham .. 

Randall Hatfeild, Esq, 

E. T. Higgins, Esq. .. 

Henry Milner, Esq. 

J. R. Pease, Esq., 

('Hessle Wood) 

Wm. Moberly, Esq., 

(Sandsend ) 

Dr. Murray, (Scarhro’) ... 

Wm. Procter, Esq.. 

A series of choice Fossils* from the Lias 

of Gloucestershire. 

Natica from the Oolite. 

Fossils from Yan Dieman’s Land. 

Fine crystal of Selenite, from the Lias 

near Oakham, Rutlandshire. 

Humerus of Ichthyosaurus, with other 

fossils, from the Lias of Whitby. 

Pleuracanthus laevissimus Agassiz^ and 

other fossils. 

Fishes from the Caithness Slate, Thurso. 

Fine piece of double refracting spar. 

Seventy casts in plaster of the jaws of 

Ceratodus, from originals in the ca¬ 

binet of the donor. 

Siliceous and Volcanic products from 

Iceland. 

Teeth of Ptychodus, from the Chalk 

near Hull. 

Fossil Wood from the Lias near Whitby. 

Fine example of the remains of Gyros- 

teus mirabilis Agassiz^ from the Lias 

at Whitby. 

An Ammonite with a produced lip, from 

the Oxford Clay of Wiltshire. 
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Hichard Ripley, Esq. Avicula cygnipes, from the Lias,Whitby. 

J. F. Whittell, Esq. Specimen of Plagiostoma, from the Lias 

near Upper Helmsley. 

PURCHASED. 

Very perfect head of Ichthyosaurus, and head of a Teleosaurus, from 

the Lias near Whitby. (See Report, pp. 10, 11.) 

Fine specimen of Asterias, from the Oolite near Pickering. 

ZOOLOGY. 

Thomas Allis, Esq. Skull of an adult Mandrill, and eleven 

Birds. 

James Backhouse, Esq. ... Some very interesting Sponges, 'with 

other objects of Natural History, 

from Van Dieman’s Land. 

Hr. Battersby, (Torquay) Balanus Cranchii, and other British 

Shells (in exchange.) 

]\rrs. Barker .. . Specimen of the little Woodpecker. 

John W. Clough, Esq. Specimen of Locustella migratoria, taken 

alive on the Wolds. 

J. S. Duncan, Esq. (Oxford) Cast in wax of the bones of the foot, 

and one in plaster of the head, of the 

Dodo, from the originals in the Ash- 

molean Museum. 

Randall Hatfeild, Esq. Two fine specimens of Brain Coral. 

John Leckenby, Esq., ) A large variety of Donax anatinum, 

(^carhrd) j and specimen of Nucula Polii (in ex¬ 

change.) 

John Lee, Esq., L. L. D., \ ^ ^ . 
77 . , 7 > Two Birds, new to the Collection. 

( Hartwell, Aylesbury) ) 

T. Meynell, jun.. Esq. Specimen of Bulla hyalina and other 

rare British Shells (in exchange.) 

Peter Middelton, Esq. A Hornet’s Nest, built in his garden at 

Stockeld Park. 

Rev. J. K. Miller, | An adult specimen of the Black-throat- 

{Walkerwyliam) ) ed Diver (Colyuibus Arcticus Peji- 

nant), shot on the Trent. 
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Mr. Edward Mortimer, A live Frog, presenting the remarkable 

(Birdsall) ) monstrosity of having six legs. 

Rev. George Rudston Read Specimen of the little Woodpecker, shot 

at Howsbam. 

Two remarkable Sponges from the West 

Indies, and specimens of Fan Coral. 

Wm, Rudston Read, Esq... Collection of British Birds’ Eggs, with 

the cabinet. 

Specimen of the Glaucous Gull from 

Iceland. 

Wm. Reed, Esq... Curious small Fishes and Crustacea from 

China, with a very singular bone from 

the throat of the Howling Monkey. 

Scarborough Philosophical Bulla Cranchii, and other British Shells 

Society ..) (in exchange.) 

Mr. Tessyman, (Scarhrd) Eggs of the Penguin, found in guano at 

Ichaboe. 

Mrs. Thos. Walker, British specimens of lanthina com- 

(Doncaster) j munis. 

Edw. Wilson, Esq. (Tenhy) Six Birds, new to the Collection. 

PURCHASED. 

Fine specimen of Cleidotherus, from Swan River. 

Black Swan, from Australia. 

BOTANY. 

TO THE HERBARIUM. 

0. A. Moore, Esq, . About fifty species of British Plants, not 

previously in the Society’s collection. 

TO THE GARDEN AND CONSERVATORY. 

Hon. East India Company, 

(hy Dr. Forhes Boyle) 

Mr. D. Smith, 

(Botanic Garden.^ Hull) 

John Wood, Esq., 

( London) 

Collection of Orchidaceous Plants. 

46 Species of Plants. 

Collection of Seeds, distributed by the 

Horticultural Society. 



26 MISCELLANEOUS. 

ANTIQUITIES AND COINS. 

Joseph Dent, Esq., High \ The Monumental Stone inscribed to 

Sheriff ...j Lucius Duccius Euffinus. (See Re¬ 

port, page 8.) 

Mr. Henry Brown, "j Spur, Stirrup, &c., of early mediaeval 

(High Ousegate) ) date, found in the excavations in 

Parliament Street, York. 

Mr. H. Chapman . Small Roman fictile Vase. 

Dr. Goldie. A Saxon Sceatta of Eadbert, king of 

Northumbria, a.d. 737—758. 

F. B. Hacket, Esq. Coin of Gallienus, 3rd brass, found in 

his garden in Bootham, York. 

H. Tuke Holmes, Esq. Large fragment of a Roman Bowl of 

Samian ware, found some years since 

in York. 

Mr. Joseph Mawson. Sceatta of Archbishop Albert. 

R. Nicholson, Esq. Roman Mortar, found in the railway 

cutting near Ulleskelf. 

Fred. Oates, Esq., fLincoln) 

John Prest, Esq. 

W. Rudston Read, Esq. ... 

Rev. Christopher Sykes ... 

Colonel G. H. Thompson... 

Rev. C. Wellbeloved . 

Lord Wenlock .. 

William Whincopp, Esq., | 

( Woodhridge^ Suffolk) j 

Coin of Vespasian, 2d brass. 

Mediaeval Seal, found in his garden 

without Micklegate Bar, York; de¬ 

vice a Pelican “in its piety,” with 

the legend svm. pelicanvs. dei. 

Small Brass Coin, probably British. 

Northumbrian Styca of Ethelred, one of 

the hoard lately discovered at Bolton 

Forty Stycas from the same hoard. 

Ancient British Silver Coin. 

Fifty-seven English Coins, being a por¬ 

tion of a hoard lately found at Deigh- 

ton, (see Report, page 9.) 

Egyptian lamp; figures of Egyptian 

deities in glazed porcelain ; Etruscan 

vessels ; celts ; stone and flint adzes ; 

Roman lamp, found at Colchester; 

&c., &c., (in exchange.) 
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Jolin Wood, Esq., Roman or Roman-British Vase, found 

about four feet below the surface at 

Scoreby, near Stamford Bridge. 

PURCHASED. 

About 3000 Stycas, part of the hoard lately discovered at Bolton 

Percy. (See Report, page 9.) 

Curious mediaeval Key, found near Stamford Bridge. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Mrs. Jackson, (ScarhrdJ Specimens of a pellicle presenting beau¬ 

tiful iridescent colours, formed on the 

surface of molten lead at some works 

in Cumberland. 

J. E. Wilkinson, Esq., ^ A long-barrelled Pistol, apparently of 

(Potterton Lodge) ; very early date, found in the roof of 

Kiddel Hall, near Aberford. 
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LIBRARY. 

BOOKS, &c. PRESENTED. 

Presented by direction of ^ Observations made at the Magnetical 

the British Government j and Meteorological Observatory at 

St. Helena, by Lieut.-Colonel Sabine, 

vol. i, for 1840—43. 

Royal Astronomical Society Greenwich Astronomical Observations 

for 1845, 4to. 

Duke of Northumberland ^ Astronomical Observations made at the 

(hy the Author) ; Cape of Good Hope by Sir J. W. 

Herschel, in 1834—38. 

Royal Society of Edinburgh Transactions of the Society, vol. xvi, 

parts 1, 2, and 3; and vol. xvii, parts 

1 and 2, containing the Makerstoun 

Magnetical and Meteorological Ob¬ 

servations for 1841, 2, and 3.—4to., 

Edin. 1845—7. 

Proceedings of the Society, 1846—7, 

Nos. 28, 29, 8vo. 

Royal Observatory, Edin- 'i Edinburgh Astronomical Observations, 

burgh. .... ) vol. vi, for the year 1840. 

British Association for the \ 

Advancement of Science ; 

Archseological Institute of \ Memoirs illustrative of the History and 

Great Britain and Ireland ) Antiquities of the City and County 

of York, communicated to the Meet¬ 

ing of the Institute held at York in 

July, 1847; part 1, 8vo. 

Map of British and Roman Yorkshire, 

prepared under the direction of the 

Central Committee of the Institute, 

by Charles Newton, Esq., M.A. 

Royal Cornwall Polytechnic'i The Society’s Fourteenth Annual Re- 

Society . ( port. 

Literary and Philosophical! . i-- 
^ . , . . _ , > The Society s Memoirs, voJ. vii, part 2. 
oocicty of ^lEiichcstor / 

Report of the Association for 1846. 
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Arcliaeologia .Uliana, vol. iv, part 1st. 
Society of Antiquaries, New¬ 

castle-upon-Tyne . 

Zoological Society of London Proceedings of the Society for 1846—7. 

Report of the Society for 1846. 

John Brown, Esq., \ Lithograph of a Vertebra dentata of the 

('Stanway^ Colchester) j Fossil Elephant in the collection of 

the donor. 

Edward Charlesworth, Esq. London Geological Journal, Nos. 2 & 3, 

(duplicate copy.) 

Mr. D. Graham . Hekla og dens sidsteUdbrud (an account 

of the eruption of Hecla, 2d Sept., 

1845) by J. C. Schythe. 8vo., Copen¬ 

hagen, 1847. 

Wm. Gray, Esq. Woodward’s Catalogue of Fossils, 12mo. 

1729. 

Randall Hatfeild, Esq. Caldani leones Anatomicse, Yenetiis, 

1801—13; 4 vols. elephant folio 

plates, and 4 vols. 4to. letter-press. 

Karsten Handbuch des Eisenhiitten- 

kunde (Manual of the art of manu¬ 

facturing Iron) 4 vols. 8vo., Berlin, 

1827. 

Captain W. Hotham, R. N., ) Account of the Yolcanic Island which 

f the Author) ) appeared in the Mediterranean in 1831. 

Luke Howard, Esq., ) Barometrographia,ortheYariationofth0 

(the Author) j Barometer in the Climate of Great 

Britain, &c.; part 1, for 1815—18. 

T. Meynell, jun., Esq. Derham’s Select Remains and Life of 

John Ray, 8vo., London 1760. 

Historic of Plants, translated from the 

Dutch of Dodoens, 8vo., 1578. 

Saggio storico dei Rizopodi caracteristici 

dei terreni sopracretacei, (from the 

Memoirs of the Italian Society of 

Sciences) ; 4to. Modena, 1841. 
Flore de I’Algerie; ou Catalogue des 

Plantes indigenes du Royaume d'Al- 

ger, &:c.; 8vo., Paris, 1847. 

Signor G. Michelotti, 

('the Author) 

Giles Munby, Esq., 

(the Author J 
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Sir R. I. Murchison, Memoir on the Silurian rocks of Swe- 

(the Author) ) den, (from Journal of Geol. Society) 

and a brief Review of the Sedimen¬ 

tary rocks of Cornwall, (from Trans, 

of Roy. Geol. Soc. of Cornwall.) 

Mr. R Spruce .... Three Memoirs on Botanical subjects. 

T. W. Wilson, Esq. The York Herald Newspaper, Nos. 1 

to 157, (1790—92), hound in 1 vol. 

folio. 

BOOKS PURCHASED. 

Murchison’s (Sir R. I.) Silurian System, 2 vols. 4to. and separate 

Map. London, 1839. 

Owen’s (Professor) Odontography, a Treatise on the Comparative 

Anatomy, &c. of the Teeth; 150 plates, royal8vo. Lond. 1841. 

Hawkins’ (T.) Memoirs of Ichthyosauri and Plesiosauri, (1834) ; and 

“ Book of the Great Sea Dragons” (1840) bound in I vol. folio, 

numerous plates. 

Sowerby’s (G. B. jun.) Conchological Manual; 500 coloured plates, 

8vo. London, 1839. 

Yarrell’s (W.) History of British Birds, with 520 wood engravings; 

3 vols. and supplement, 8vo. London, 1843. 

Turton’s (W.) Manual of the Land and Fresh-water Shells of the 

British Isles; new edition by J. E. Gray, 8vo. London, 1840. 

Agassiz (L.) Nomenclator Zoologicus; (a Catalogue of the Genera of 

living and fossil Animals) 8 fasciculi published. 

-- - Monographies d’Echinodermes vivans et fossiles; 4 liv- 

raisons, avec Atlas. 

--Echinodermes fossiles de la Suisse, lere et 2de parties, 

4to. Neuchatel, 1839. 

Pictet (F. J.) Traite Elementaire de Paleontologie; 4 vols. 8vo. 

Paris, 1844. 

Nyst (P. H.) Description des Coquilles et des Polypiers fossiles des 

terrains tertaires de la Belgique ; 4to. Bruxelles, 1844. 

Account of the Scientific Societies and Publishing Clubs of Great 

Britain, by A. Hume, L.L.D. 8vo. 1847. 
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SERIAL WORKS SUBSCRIBED FOR. 

Gould’s Birds of Australia, fol. col. plates. 

Gray and Mitchell’s Genera of Birds, fol. col. plates, parts 35 to 43. 

Doubleday and Hewitson’s Genera of Diurnal Lepidoptera, fol. col. 

plates, parts 5 to 16. 

Sowerby’s Thesaurus Concbyliorum, 8vo. col. plates, part 8. 

Waterhouse’s Natural History of Mammalia, 8vo. col. plates, parts 

14 to 19. 

Browne’s History of York Minster, 4to., parts 31 & 32. {completed) 

Churton’s Monastic Ruins of Yorkshire. 

Fauna Anti qua Sivalensis, or Geology of the Sewalik Hills in the 

North of India, by Dr. Falconer and Major Cautley. Parts 1 to 

6 of Illustrations, large folio, and part 1 of Letterpress, 8vo. 

Forbes and Hanley’s British Mollusca, 8yo. col. plates. 

Publications of the Ray Society, yiz. 

Burmeister on the Organization of Trilobites, royal 4to. plates, 

1846. 

Alder and Hancock on British Nudibranchiate Mollusca, parts 2 

and 3, 4to. 

Oken’s Elements of Physiophilosophy, 8vo. 

Reports on Zoology, for 1843—4 ; 1 vol. 8vo., 1847. 

PERIODICALS. 

London and Edinburgh Philosophical Magazine, monthly. 

Annals and Magazine of Natural History, monthly. 

The Phytologist, monthly. 

London Geological Journal. 

Mar ifsss 
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