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REPORT OF THE COUNCIL 

OF THE 

YORKSHIRE PHILOSOPHICAL SOCIETY, 

Eeb. 6tii, 1855. 

The Report which the Council have now to lay before the 

Annual Meeting, though not in all respects so favourable as 

that of the preceding year, nevertheless presents no features 

which ought to create misgiving as to the stability and per¬ 

manent well-doing of the Society. The additions to the 

collections possess considerable interest, and the number of 

visitors to the gardens remains undiminished, except by the 

absence of excursion trains, which have during the past year 

afforded no influx of strangers. The only discouraging feature 

in the condition of the Society is the small number of new 

members who have been recently admitted. To this circum¬ 

stance reference will be made in a later part of the Report. 

Many valuable additions have been made during the past 

year to the Collections in Natural History. 

During a visit to Ely in the summer, the Keeper of the 

Museum purchased a very interesting series of Saurian Bones 

and Teeth from the Kimmeridge Clay of that neighbourhood, 

including remains of three genera, Ichthyosaurus, Plesiosaurus 

and Pliosaurus. The teeth of the last named genus, of which 

there are several in the Collection, are very peculiar, and they 

form an important acquisition, no other examples probably 

existing in the Museums of the North of England. Accom¬ 

panying these Saurian remains were many specimens of the 
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curious and problematical fossil body known as the Aptychus or 

Trigonellites of Parkinson. Being free from any investing 

matrix they are more valuable to the Paleontologist than the 

Yorkshire examples of this fossil previously in the Museum, 

from the Oolite Quarries at Malton. 

In local Geology the Collection has been enriched with a 

splendid example of the Lepidotus semiserratus, or a scale fish55 

of the Whitby Fossil-Dealers. This fish, along with many other 

choice Lias fossils, has been obtained in exchange for the Society’s 

spare duplicates of Foreign Shells, the duplicates consisting 

almost entirely of specimens that have accumulated from the 

successive contributions of Mr. Joseph Clark of Cincinnati, 

with Vvdiose cordial approval the exchange in question has been 

carried out. 

Mr. Hailstone has presented the Museum with a Saurian 

Vertebra from the Lias of Whitby, exhibiting a very remark¬ 

able structural peculiarity, the area of one of its articulating 

surfaces considerably exceeding that of the other. The Society 

is also indebted to Mr. Robt. Atkinson for a very fine speci¬ 

men of fossil wood from the Lias of the Coast. Various additions 

have been made to the general Geological Collection from the 

British Natural History Society, among the most important of 

which are a series of choice fossils from the Magnesian Lime¬ 

stone of Humbleton Hill, Durham, and a collection of specimens 

illustrating the fossils of the upper green sand in the neighbour¬ 

hood of Cambridge. 

At the meeting of the British Association held at Liverpool, 

in September last, the Keeper of the Museum gave a description 

of two fossils in the Museum of the Yorkshire Philosophical 

Society, which are believed to be unique. One of these, a new 

species of Saurian from Whitby, he described under the name 

Teleosaurus ischnodon,* and to the other, a new fossil Quad¬ 

ruped from Herne Bay, he gave the name Platychoerops f 

Richardsonii. 

On the same occasion he was able to lay before the Associa¬ 

tion some highly important additional evidence relating to the 

* Ischnoclon, feeble-tootk f riatyclicerops, wide-faced Hog, 
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occurrence of the remains of Mammalia in the Oolitic strata at 

Stonesfield, a subject of special interest to the members of this 

Society, from the circumstance that a fossil in our Museum, 

obtained from those strata,* occupies so prominent a place in a 

controversy upon this subject made famous by its association 

with the names of Owen, Agassiz, De Blainville, and other dis¬ 

tinguished authorities in the field of Palteontological science. 

In the Zoological department of the Museum, the Council 

have again to notice the continued interest in the prosperity of 

the Society taken by Mr. Clark of Cincinnati. The suite of 

North American Shells due to the liberality of Mr. Clark, now 

forms one of the most beautiful and prominent features of the 

Museum, and the value of the collection has been greatly 

enhanced by a manuscript catalogue stating the localities and 

other information, which Mr. Clark has drawn up at the 

suggestion of the Keeper of the Museum. 

The Society is indebted to the same benefactor for the addition 

to our Ichthyological collection of a very remarkable Fish, of 

which but few examples have reached this Country, the 

Polyodon folium of Lacepede, commonly known in America as 

the “Paddle-fish” or “ Spoon-bill Sturgeon.” Mr. Clark has 

also presented two very choice specimens of the Lepidosteus 

or Gar-fisli, of the American rivers, a species less rare than the 

Polyodon, but nevertheless a particularly acceptable acquisition 

to the Society, the Lepidostei being almost the only existing 

Fishes furnished with resplendent enamelled scales, a structure 

constantly met with among Fossil Species and well exemplified 

by the Lepidotus, &c., of the Whitby Lias. 

Two very valuable local additions have been made to the 

collection of British Birds, namely, a little Bustard, shot at 

Goodmanham, and presented by the Rev. Wm. Blow, jun., and 

a specimen of Bewick’s Swan, shot at Bub with, mounted at the 

expense of the Naturalists’ Club, and presented by the Com¬ 

mittee. A fine example of the Crowned Crane has been given 

to the Foreign Collection of Birds by II. S. Thompson, Esq., of 

Moat Hall. 

* Exhibited in Case No. 25 of the Geological room, and labelled u Fossil jaw of 

Quadruped from Stonesfield, presented by the Eey. C. Sykes.” 
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Some additions of great interest have been made to the 

collection of British Mollusca, through the British Natural 

History Society; of these the most important are the Egg- 

capsules containing young of the rare Shells, Fusus Turtonis 

and Fusus Norvegicus, the possession of which illustrates an 

important fact in the Natural History of the Mollusca, namely, 

that species which present a very near approximation in the 

characters of the animal and shell may yet shew essential 

differences in the structure of the ova; and hence it w7ould seem 

that a better acquaintance with the ova of the Mollusca may 

render important aid to the Naturalist in the determination of 

problems relating to the discrimination between species and 

varieties, in the numerous forms of this important division of the 

animal kingdom. Through the same channel a fine example of 

a very rare shell, Natica pusilla, from Staithes fishing boats, has 

been added to the collection, and a specimen of Emarginula 

crassa from Anglesea. In British Zoophytes the Society is 

indebted to Mr. Leckenby, of Scarbro5, for a series of choice 

specimens of some of the rare species from the Coast. 

The Council regret that the office of Curator of Botany still 

remains vacant; but they trust that before long some member 

of the Society will undertake the charge of this important part 

of its Collections. A Supplement to the “ Flora of Yorkshire,” 

by the Sub-Curator of the Museum, has lately been published. 

The materials have been chiefly furnished to Mr. Baines by 

two able co-adjutors, Mr. John Gilbert Baker and Mr. Nowell, 

the former of whom has contributed an account of the Flowering; 

Plants and Ferns, and the latter of the Mosses. The Hepaticse, 

Lichens, Algse and Fungi of the county have not yet been 

sufficiently studied to enable the botanist to exhibit a catalogue 

of them; but, as far as it goes, the “ Flora of Yorkshire” may be 

received wTith confidence, as a full and exact enumeration of 

the productions of this varied and extensive district. To Mr. 

Baker the Society is indebted for arranging its British Lichens 

in a form which at once facilitates the use and displays the 

beauty of the Collection. 

Of the additions which have been made during the last year 

to the Antiquarian department of the Museum, the most 
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interesting and important is a large fragment of an inscribed 

Homan tablet found at a considerable depth below the surface, 

by the workmen employed in digging the drain from Monk Bar 

to the river Ouse, and presented to the Society by the Corpora¬ 

tion of the City. The fragment contains so large a portion of 

the inscription, that the letters which have been lost may, 

without much difficulty, be supplied. It records the execution 

of some public work by the ninth Legion, by order of the 

Emperor Trajan. It is, with one exception, the oldest memorial 

of the kind that has been discovered in Britain; and being 

connected with the earliest period of the history of Homan 

York, it may be justly considered as the most valuable of the 

ancient local remains by which our Museum is distinguished. 

A full description is about to appear in the Second Part of the 

Proceedings of the Society. 

During the last year the remains of a Homan villa were 

discovered in the parish of Collingham, in a field near the road 

leading from Bramham to Wetherby. In the course of the 

excavations which were carried on there under the superintend¬ 

ence of Mr. Procter and some other members of the Council, a 

large portion of a beautiful tessellated pavement was brought to 

light. This being carefully removed by our sub-curator, 

Mr. Baines, has been presented to the Society, with a bath, or 

a cistern, and remains of a hypocaust, by the Hev. B. Eamonson 

and the other Trustees of Lady Hastings5 Charity, to whom the 

field belongs, and at whose invitation the excavations were 

undertaken. 

Besides the pavement from Toft-green which has been so 

successfully reconstructed in the lower room of the Hospitium, 

the Society has in its possession another found in the same place, 

with a large border of a third; and this last excavation at 

Collingham has added to these an interesting portion of a 

fourth. The Society has long had authority to take possession 

of a fifth, buried beneath a saw-pit in Clementhorpe. Another, 

reported to be more beautiful in pattern, and more highly 

finished than any of the preceding, w~as lately discovered in the 

neighbourhood of Easingwold, not far from the line of the 

Homan road between the station at Malton and Isurium. It 
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would have been removed to the Museum of the Society three 

or four months ago, by permission of the late Sir G. Wombwell, 

on whose estate it was found, and with the sanction of the 

Council, if the weather had not been so unfavourable. Effec¬ 

tual means have been taken to secure it from injury during the 

winter; and there is no reason to apprehend that the present 

owner will revoke the gift of his predecessor; especially as this 

beautiful specimen of Roman decoration must inevitably be 

destroyed, if the Yorkshire Philosophical Society abandon it. 

It may perhaps be thought not advisable, to incur the 

expense of adding to our Antiquarian Collections more objects 

of this description, interesting as they may be, since in the 

present state of our finances, it is not possible to provide a 

suitable place for exhibiting them to the public. This is 

certainly a circumstance to be deeply regretted. But the 

Council would beg leave to suggest that it is a matter of great 

importance, not to say, the duty of the Society, even at some 

inconvenience, to rescue such interesting objects from destruc¬ 

tion ; and it surely may be hoped, that by the improvement 

of its finances, or by the revival of that zeal which the 

public manifested, when the pavements in Toft Green were 

discovered, the Society will be enabled, at no very distant 

period, to erect a building in which all these specimens of 

Roman domestic ornamentation may be preserved and dis¬ 

played. 

Some deficiencies in the series of English coins in the cabinet 

of the Society, particularly of Hen. V. and Hen. VII., have 

recently been supplied by Mr. Davies. The Curator has 

added several denarii to the series of the Roman Families. 

Mr. Procter has presented five antient brass coins, Greek, and 

Roman Provincial, not in very good condition, but interesting 

as having been found by Dr. Layard at Nineveh. 

The Rev. John Ward, of Wath, has presented to the Society 

a large collection of drawings, representing the decorated pave¬ 

ment in encaustic tiles at Jervaulx Abbey, made by order of the 

late Earl of Ailesbury in 1807, when the ruins of the Abbey 

were excavated. 

The additions made to the Library by donation or purchase 
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in the last year have not been numerous. Among the dona¬ 

tions may be mentioned the First Part of Miscellanea Graphica, 

a description, accompanied by beautiful illustrations, of works 

of mediaeval art, in the possession of Lord Londesborough. 

The Library continues to receive the successive numbers of 

various publications of high scientific interest for which the 

Society has subscribed. Among them are two splendid works 

by Mr. Gould, The Birds of Asia, and the Trochilidse or Hum¬ 

ming Birds. 

Among the donations to the Library from public bodies, the 

Council notice with peculiar satisfaction that of the Volumes of 

the Archaeologia from the Society of Antiquaries, beginning 

with the year 1853. Various other Literary and Scientific 

Societies have presented their respective Transactions and 

Reports of Proceedings. The approaching publication of a 

Second Part of the Papers read before the Yorkshire Philoso¬ 

phical Society will afford an opportunity of acknowledging these 

gifts by a return, which the Council trust will not be found of 

inferior value.* 

The Meteorological Register for York presents for the year 

1854, considerable departures from ordinary circumstances in 

the range of the mercurial column, in that of temperature and 

in the amount of rain. On the 4th of March, at ix a. m., with a 

north wind, external temperature 39°, temperature of the 

mercury 63°, the column measured 30932 inches, a height 

unprecedented in 25 years5 experience. On January 8th, the 

column measured only 28’824 inches; this is the lowest obtained 

in the year, making the range 2T08 inches. The range of 

temperature has also been extraordinary, from—3 on January 

3rd to 79° July 22nd, making a range of 82 degrees. The rain 

amounted only to 18*52 inches, being 5*75 below a mean of 20 

years. 

The mean temperature of the year has varied very slightly 

from the mean of 20 years, being *72 of a degree below that 

mean. 

* Members not residing in York, may have their copies of the Second Part of 

the Proceedings transmitted by post, by application to Mr. Charlesworth, at the 

Museum, with an enclosure of six postage stamps. 



14 REPORT OF THE 

Eight months of the year exhibited a temperature below a 

mean; February, March, April, and September were slightly in 

excess. There was an excess of rain in January, May, June, 

and November, hut a deficiency in each of the other months. 

The days on which rain fell were 129 against 1T4 of last year. 

Westerly winds have been remarkably prevalent, 154 days are 

marked as W. or S.W. 

The Gentiana verna flowered this year on the 18th of April 

against the 4th of May in 1853. The month of May was dis¬ 

tinguished by the unusual frequency of electric displays — nine 

occurrences of thunder and lightning are noted in that month. 

The month of August, mostly noted for storms of this character, 

in York and its neighbourhood, was nearly exempt this year, a 

slight display on the 16th of that month being the only one 

recorded. Full of variety and uncertainty, displaying sudden 

and unlooked for changes, and having a wide range of extremes, 

nevertheless the phenomena of weather when the records of 

a few years are taken to form a mean, exhibit a wonderful 

uniformity. This is one proof among many of the beneficence 

and wisdom of the Creator. Seed time and harvest, summer 

and winter still hold on their course. The observers of these 

phenomena are sometimes questioned as to whether there is not 

some remarkable change in the lessened severity of winter, the 

increased or diminished heat of summer, &c. The following 

table, suggested by a recent inquiry of this kind, presents a 

striking instance of the uniformity of which we have spoken. 

The temperatures of the three winter months, viz., December, 

January, and February, for the ten years from 1831 to 1840 

both inclusive, are as follows : — 

December . . 39-01 1845 , < December . 38-62 

January . 35-74 
t0 

January . 36-68 

February . . 38-60 1854 1 > February . 37-96 

3)113-35 3)113-26 

Mean winter temp. . 37-78 Mean winter temp. . 37-75 

In contrast with this exact uniformity, when one series of 

years is compared with another, we present the following table 
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as illustrative of the wide range of departure from a mean 

where two series of ten days each are compared. 

Comparison of temperature for the first ten days of January, 

1854 and 1855. 

1854. 1855. Exc. 

Average maximum . . . 31-2 47-3 16° 

Average minimum . . . 21-5 39-7 

O C
O

 
r-H

 

Mean temperature . . . 26-3 43-5 17° 

Highest do. . . 36 50 14° 

Lowest do. . . 3- 24+ 27 

Range . . 39 26 —• 

The following table for which the data have been supplied 

by various correspondents, shews the monthly fall of rain in 

the following places for the year 1854. 
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Jan. 2-00 2-64 1-98 1-64 1-68 1-78 4-43 3-11 5-16 6-47 

Feb. •50 0-49 0-41 •66 0-75 2-94 3-11 1-40 2-42 3-12 

Mar. 1-00 0-79 0-91 •90 0-49 1-83 1-51 0-71 1-34 2-47 

April •37 0-86 0-50 •52 0-76 0-69 ■51 0*58 0-26 1-01 

May 3-13 2-91 2-16 2-05 1-84 1-29 2-65 2-41 2-70 3-42 

June 2-25 2-07 2-90 1-90 2-57 1-97 2-58 1-74 3-19 2-59 

July 3-35 3-11 2-56 3-23 2-71 3-39 2-28 2-11 2-31 2-47 

Aug. 1-25 1-70 1-23 •85 1-57 1-00 1-39 1-30 2-42 2-69 

Sept. 1-25 1-27 0-84 •82 103 0-46 2-03 1-05 2-48 2-49 

Oct. 1-62 1-63 1-01 1-32 0-97 0-45 1-96 1-41 2-95 3-84 

Nov. 3-00 2-95 2-53 2-87 2-51 2-51 3-42 2-85 3-68 5-01 

Dec. 2-00 1-92 1-49 1-39 2-16 2-01 4-88 3-55 6-79 8-37 

21-72 22-34 18-52 18-15 19-04 20-32 30-75 22-22 35-70 43-95 
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Inches. 

. 

Days 

Jan. 30-322 28-824 29-6434 1-98 7 38-5 30-0 34-2 51 3 19 S. E. 

Feb. 30-600 29-245 30-0556 •41 6 43-7 33-7 38-7 52 26 15 W. 

Mar. 30-932 29-792 30-2073 •91 9 50-6 35-9 43-2 61 25 9 w. 

April 30-550 29-262 30-0850 •50 5 55-2 37-3 46-2 65 28 5 E. 

May 30-317 28-977 29-6893 2-16 16 57-3 41-0 49-1 64 33 — W. 

June 30-232 29-450 29-7862 2-90 14 61-6 48-3 54-9 72 41 — N. E. 

July 30-328 29-522 29-8743 2-56 11 64-6 51-3 57-9 79 40 — S. 

Aug. 30-532 29-640 29-9023 1-23 11 65-1 51-6 58-3 73 45 — s. w. 

Sept. 30-536 29-692 30-0590 •84 8 65-9 47-0 56-4 75-5 35 — s. w. 

Oct. 30-552 29-120 29-7497 1-01 13 53-8 38-8 46-3 63 25 6 s. w. 

Noy. 30-516 28-946 29-7670 2 53 15 43-7 32-6 38-1 54 19 16 E.&W. 

Dec. 30-428 29-166 29-7246 1-49 14 43-7 33-7 38-7 53 26 14 W.. 

29-8786 | 18-52 129 46-83 84 

DIRECTION OF THE WIND. 

N. S. E. W. N.E. N.W. S.E. S.W. 

28 52 30 73 32 30 39 81 

In the Observatory, the Committee report, that the Equa~ 

torial and the Transit Instrument have been kept in working 

condition by Mr. T. Cooke, and that transits have been taken 

with sufncient frequency to keep accurate time. The Com¬ 

mittee in charge of this department, whilst they regret that the 

instruments are not more frequently turned to account, remark 

as some excuse for this, that there are two private observatories 

in York which absorb some of that time and attention that 

might otherwise be devoted to the observatory of the Yorkshire 

Philosophical Society. 
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The Treasurer’s report shews that the annual expenditure 

has exceeded the receipts by the sum of £12 15s.; the latter 

being less than usual in the items of admission of new mem¬ 

bers/’ and admission of strangers/’ and there having been 

no extraordinary sources of income during the past year. 

The least favorable feature in the financial condition of the 

Society during the past year, is the diminution of new members. 

The Council are aware that at the present time a diminution 

was to be looked for. Local Scientific Institutions must expect, 

in times of great political excitement, and under circumstances 

which involve retrenchment in the expenditure of the middle 

and upper classes, to experience a temporary reduction of that 

share of support which under ordinary circumstances they 

receive from the public. If, however, this reduction proceeds 

to any great extent, it must seriously impair the efficiency of 

such institutions, and involve them in difficulties. In the case 

of the Yorkshire Philosophical Society, the Council feel bound 

to state that the number of members annually elected is not at 

present such as to enable it to preserve, in a satisfactory con¬ 

dition, the treasures of which it has already become possessed, 

and to add to its stores those new objects of local and general 

interest which from time to time present themselves. If we go 

back ten years in the history of the Society, wTe find from the 

annual reports, that from 1844 to 1851 inclusive, the annual 

average of admissions is 19. During the years 1852—3—4, 

the average is reduced to nine ; and the number admitted 

during the past year has been only seven. It is perhaps not to 

be expected that so high an annual average as 19 admissions 

can be permanently maintained, but it is certain that so low an 

average as 9 is not sufficient to balance the Society’s losses by 

resignation and death. To this point then the Council desire 

to call the serious attention of the Society at large. They feel 

convinced that there are many persons resident in the City of 

York, and many more in the County, who are not members of 

the Society, because its claims have not been urged upon them, 

and because they are not aware that their support is required. 

It is important that such persons should be reminded that the 

Yorkshire Philosophical Society holds a position with -which 

B 
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perhaps no other provincial scientific institution can be said to 

compete, whether we look to its invaluable Collections in 

Natural History and Antiquities, or to the singular attractions 

of the site within which these collections have been deposited; 

that its expenditure necessarily hears some proportion to the 

extent of the riches of which it is the guardian; and that if it 

is to go on in that career of usefulness which for more than a 

quarter of a century has associated it with the progress of 

science in Yorkshire, it must continue to receive that full 

measure of support which has hitherto maintained it in effi¬ 

ciency and vigour. 

The Council, in considering what means seem most likely to 

he successful for the improvement of the Society’s finances, are 

of opinion that improvement is to he sought, not so much by 

retrenchment and inactivity, as by the constant progress of its 

Collections, and by rendering its resources more attractive and 

accessible to its members and the public at large. With this 

object they have made certain alterations, and have others to 

propose for the consideration of the present meeting, which it 

is necessary here to mention. 

Orders of Admission.—At a special meeting held Dec. 4th, 

1848, a resolution was passed to the effect that after that month 

no member should give more than 25 orders in the course of 

one year, each order not admitting more than 4 persons. The 

above regulation has continued in force up to the end of last 

year; and to prevent the admission of parties with fictitious 

orders, the Council during the above period supplied the mem¬ 

bers with printed and stamped forms, to the use of which they 

were restricted. Some inconvenience, however, having arisen 

from the use of these printed forms, the Council have this year 

discontinued them, and they have likewise made the number to 

be admitted by each order optional, it being understood that 

the limit of one hundred visitors in the course of each year is 

not to be exceeded. 

Privilege of introducing Strangers by the Wives of Members. 

— Complaints have been made by several members that, owing 

to their engagements, it is not in their power to attend their 

friends to the Museum, and that consequently the privilege of 



COUNCIL FOR 1854. 19 

introducing their friends personally is one of which they cannot 

avail themselves. They wish therefore that their wives should 

have the same privilege with themselves. The Council has no 

power to grant this privilege, as it involves an alteration in the 

Society’s rules. A month’s notice of a motion to make this 

alteration has been given, and it now remains for the members 

present to consider its expediency, and to adopt or reject it. 

Although the Council are not adverse to this alteration, they 

think that they ought to inform the members that there is 

probably no Society in England, dependent in part upon money 

payments from strangers for admission, which grants such ex¬ 

tensive privileges in this respect as the Yorkshire Philosophical 

Society. 

Admission Fees.—Another alteration which has been sug¬ 

gested, but which cannot be adopted at the present meeting, as 

no notice has been given, has reference to the fee of £3, in 

addition to the annual subscription, which has been always 

paid by members on election. The Council are of opinion that 

this fee cannot be abolished or diminished without detriment 

to the finances of the Society, and injustice to those who have 

already paid it. But it is thought that it might be advan¬ 

tageously spread over three years, if the elected member pre¬ 

ferred it, so that instead of paying £5 the first year and £2 a 

year afterwards, he would pay £3 annually for three years, and 

afterwards £2 annually. 

Appointment of a paid Assistant Secretary .—The resignation 

of the late Secretary, T. H. Travis, Esq., to whose laborious 

attention to its interests the Society is much indebted, left the 

Council in a position of great difficulty. No gentleman possess¬ 

ing at once sufficient leisure and proper qualifications for the 

office of Secretary has been found willing to undertake it. The 

duties of that office have, since Mr. Travis’s resignation, been 

performed by two gentlemen who avowed their conviction that 

their engagements were such that they could not possibly 

bestow upon the Society that time and attention which its 

affairs demanded, and therefore only consented to act as pro¬ 

visional Secretaries. 

In consequence of this state of affairs, a strong feeling has 



20 REPORT OE THE COUNCIL FOR 1854. 

been expressed in many quarters that a paid Assistant Secretary 

ought to be appointed* the property of the Society having 

become so extensive, and its interests so important, that more 

time and attention are demanded than can be expected from an 

honorary officer. 

If such an appointment was to be made, the attention of the 

Council was naturally turned to the Keeper of the Museum, as 

a gentleman whose office already brings him constantly to the 

Institution, and whose scientific attainments would command 

the respect of visitors with whom he might have to communi- 

cate. As it is impossible, however, to predict whether such an 

appointment will give an impulse to the Society sufficient to 

increase its funds to the requisite extent, they do not feel 

justified in recommending more than a temporary arrangement. 

It is recommended that Mr. Charlesworth be appointed 

Assistant Secretary, at a salary of £50 for the ensuing year, 

giving a larger portion of his time than hitherto, to the super- 

intendence of the Society’s affairs. In this case the services 

of the present Clerk will be discontinued. 

This proposal being adopted, two gentlemen (the Rev. 

John Kenrick, and Thos. Allis, Esq.) have consented to under¬ 

take the office of Honorary Secretaries for the present year. 

The Council feel a strong persuasion that the arrangements 

thus proposed will conduce to the well-being of the Society, 

and will both promote the interests of science and prove satis¬ 

factory to the members. 
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THE 

TREASURER OF THE YORKSHIRE PHILOSOPHICAL SOCIETY 

IN ACCOUNT FOE, THE YEAE 1854. 

<£l\ RECEIPTS. 

1854. £. s. d. 

Annual Subscriptions and Arrears 516 1 0 
Admission of 7 New Members .... 35 0 0 
Composition in lieu of Subscription 40 0 0 
Associates. 10 0 0 
Ladies’ Subscriptions . 53 1 0 
Rents . 109 15 10 
Money received at the Gate . 174 2 9 
Swimming Bath (deducting expen¬ 

ses) . 34 16 0 
Keys of the Gates . 34 10 0 
Sale of Guide to Antiquities . 14 0 6 
Temporary Subscribers . 1 0 0 

Total Income. 1022 7 1 
Excess of Expenditure. 12 15 0 

£1035 2 1 

Permanent Debt: 
Yorkshire Insurance 

Company.£1900 0 0 
Five Members at £50 
each.. 250 0 0 

2150 0 0 
Balance due to the 

Treasurer . 56 11 11 

• Total Debt of the So¬ 
ciety, Jan,, 1855_ £2206 11 11 

EXPENDITURE. 

1854. £. s. d. £. s. d. 

Crown Rent . 1 0 0 
Rent to Corporation .... , 52 11 11 
Rates and Taxes . 8 16 11 
Insurance and Water Rent 11 7 0 

73 15 10 
Salaries and Wages: 

Keeper of the Museum 150 0 0 
Sub-Curator . 100 0 0 
Servant . 20 0 0 
Lodge Keeper 1£ year . 25 0 0 
Labourers. 149 17 0 
Clerk and Collector .. 25 0 0 
Attendant, Hospitium 6 0 0 

475 17 0 
Interest on Debt to Dec. 31, 1854 

Insurance Company .. 84 13 5 
Museum, Gardens, &c.: 

General Repairs .... 170 19 2 
Purchase and prepara- 

tion of Specimens .. 49 4 8 
220 3 10 

Library, Books and Binding.., 19 11 3 
Incidental Expenses: 

Printing, Advertising, 
and Stationery .... 66 12 1 

Coals and Gas. 60 14 10 
Postage, Carriage, and 

Sundries .. 36 13 10 
161 0 9 

Total Expenditure. 1035 2 1 

Permanent Debt: 
Yorkshire Insurance 
Company. 2000 0 0 

Due to Five Members 
£50 each . 250 0 0 

2250 0 0 
Deduct Balance in Trea- 

surer's hand . 58 3 1 

Total Debt of Society, 
Jan., 1854 . 2193 16 11 

Excess of Expenditure 
1854 . 12 15 0 

£2206 11 11 

3rd Feb., 1855, Audited by us, 
ROBERT DAVIES, 

WILLIAM PROCTER. WILLIAM GRAY, Treasurer, 
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MEMBERS 

ELECTED SINCE FEB., 1854. 

1 854. 
Geo. Wilson, (Lord Mayor). 

James Christie, Melbourne Hall. 

Mrs. Shipton, York. 

Rev. Canon Baillie, York. 

Wm. Alfred Waddington, York. 

Francis Cholmeley, Brandsby. 

Dr. Swaine, York. 

1 855. 
John Holiday, York. 

HONORARY MEMBER 

ELECTED AT THE ANNEAL MEETING, 1855. 

Charles Roach Smith, Esq., F. A. S., &c. 

Number of Subscribing Members February 6th, 1855 ... 275 

Bo. of Compounding Members ... . 36 

Total 311 
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RESOLUTIONS 

PASSED AT THE ANNUAL MEETING, FEB. 6tii, 1855. 

1. That the Report of the Council be adopted and printed for the 

use of the Members. 

2. That the Rule No. 3, Section 0, Ed. 1839, be amended by 

inserting the words u and their Wives” so that it shall stand thus: 

“ Members and their Wives shall have the privilege of introducing 

Visitors to the Gardens and Museum at all times when they are 

open.” 

3. That the thanks of the Society be given to the Vice-Presidents, 

and Members of Council retiring from Office, and to the Secretaries 

and Curators, for their valuable services. 

4. That the special thanks of the Society be given to Thos. H. 

Travis, Esq., for his services as late Honorary Secretary. 

5. That the authority given to the Council last year with respect 

to the holding one or more Horticultural Meetings in the Society’s 

Grounds, and the admission of Strangers and temporary Subscribers 

be continued. 
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COMMUNICATIONS 

TO THE 

MONTHLY MEETINGS 

1854. 

January.—Robert Davies, Esq.-—Notices of the York Mints 

and Coinages. 

June.—William Procter, Esq.—-On the Excavation of a Roman 

Yilla near Collingham. 

November.—Rev. C. Wellbeloved.—On a Roman Tablet found 

in Petergate. 

December.—W, B. Richardson, Esq.—Description of his Ascent 

of Mont Blanc. 
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DONATIONS TO THE MUSEUM. 

GEOLOGY. 

Atkinson, Mr. Robt. Fine polished specimen of Fossil-wood 

from the Lias of Yorkshire. 

Clark, Joseph, Esq., (Cin- ) Lepidotus semiserratus, with various 

cinnati) .J other Fossils of the Yorkshire Lias. 

(See page 8.) 

Latrobe, J. C., Esq. Palaeozoic Fossils from Australia. 

Hailstone, Edw., Esq. Remarkable Saurian Vertebra, with 

other Lias Fossils from Whitby. 

Society, British Natural- \ Fossils from the Upper Greensand of 

History. j Cambridge, and from the Magnesian 

Limestone of Durham. 

ZOOLOGY. 

Blow, Rev. Wm., junr. ... 

Clark, Joseph, Esq., (Cin¬ 

cinnati) ... 

Leckenby, John, Esq., 

(Scarbro ) . 

Richardson, Rev. Henry ... 

Steele, Rev. Richard . 

Travis, Thos. H., Esq. 

Specimen of the Little Bustard. (See 

page 9.) 

Several rare Fishes from the American 

Rivers, with additional species of 

Uniones. (See page 9.) 

Various Zoophytes from the Coast. 

Eggs of the Guillemot from Flambro’. 

Several Crustacea from Whitehaven. 

Specimens of the common Squirrel and 

Stoat. 

Thompson, Harry S., Esq., \ . 
. > Specimen oi the Crowned Crane. 

(Boroughbridge).; 
Society, British Natural- \ Emarginula crassa and various other 

History. j rare British Shells. (See page 10.) 

Yorkshire Naturalists’ Club Specimen of Bewick’s Swan. (See p. 9.) 

Various Foreign Birds, given to the Club 

by Mr. Wm. Thompson. 

c 
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ANTIQUITIES. 

The Corporation of the City 

of York ... 

The Trustees of Lady Has¬ 

tings’ Charity . 

Davies, Robt., Esq. 

Procter, Wm., Esq. 

Wellbeloved, Rev. C. 

Ward, Rev. J.. 

An inscribed Roman Tablet. (See 

p. 11.) 

A portion of a Roman Tessellated Pave¬ 

ment, and other remains of a Roman 

Villa near Collingliam. 

Seven Half-groats of Hen. VII., Hen. 

VIII., and James I. 4 Pennies of 

Hen. II., Hen. VII., and Hen. VIII. 

An Irish Half-penny of John. 

Five ancient brass Coins, brought from 

Nineveh by Dr. Layard. 

One of Sept. Severus, third brass Penny 

of Wm. I, 

Twenty Coins of Roman Families. 

A large Collection of Drawings, repre¬ 

senting the pavement in encaustic 

tiles of the Church of the Abbey of 

Jerveaulx. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Latrobe, J. C., Esq.. Collection of Weapons, and various 

other articles of native manufacture 

from Australia and New Zealand. 

GARDEN. 

Allis, Thos., Esq. Collection of Chrysanthemums. 

Croskell, Rev. Robt. Sixty Papers of Seeds, and a valuable 

Collection of Bulbs, from the Cape. 

Latrobe, J. C., Esq. One Hundred Packets of Seeds from 

New Zealand. 

Oldfield, Jos., Esq. Four Loads of Manure. 

Wetherley, Mr. R. . Two Loads of Manure. 
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LIBRARY. 

Admiralty, Board of . Greenwich Astronomical and Magne- 

tical Observations, 1852. 

Association, British, for the \ n 
Report for 1853. 

Advancement ot Science ; 

Company, the Hon. East} Catalogue of Birds in the H. E. I. C/s 

India...j Museum. 

Society of Antiquaries, Lon- j Archseologia, vol. 35, part 2. 

don ..... j Proceedings of Society of Antiquaries, 

vol. 3, No. 37—40. 

List of Members of the Society of Anti¬ 

quaries, 1854. 

Society, Geological, of Lon- ) _ _ _ , 
^ a 5 Quarterly Journal, No. 38. 

Society, Manchester Liter- } ^ 
j ., t. , Memoirs, vol. 2. 

ary and Philosophical ... ) 

Society, Chemical, of London Quarterly Journal, No. 27. 

Society, Cornwall, Royal ) , _ . 
_ /’ . J Report of 1853—4. 
Polytechnic . ; 

Society, Lancashire and . 
J 1 Proceedings ol 1853—4. 

Cheshire, Historic .) 

Society, Literary and Phil- } Proceedings of 1853„4. 

osophical, of Liverpool... ) 

Society, Leeds Literary and ) Kepor(. of 1853_4. 

Philosophical. ; 

Society, Geological and Po- \ 

lytechnical, of W. R. of j Report of Proceedings, 1853. 

Yorkshire. ' 

Botfield, B., Esq.Description of a Roman Villa at Ben- 

navenna. 

Hoare, Edward, Esq. (Cork) Drawing of an ancient Celto-Irish pe- 

nannular Brooch. 

Londesborough, Lord ...... Wanderings of an Antiquary, by Tlios. 

Wright, F. S. A. 

Miscellanea Graphica, No. 1. 

Mason, Rev. Francis, D.D. Flora Burmannica. 

Mayer, Joseph, Esq.(^Liver- ) Catalogue of Drawings in the Collection 

pool)...) of John Mather, Esq , relating to the 

Bonaparte Family. 
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Wright’s Lecture at Liverpool on the 

Faussett Collection of Antiquities. 

Smith, C. Roach, Esq. Remarks on the Faussett Collection of 

Antiquities. 

Stillingfleet, Rev. Edward . Archseologia, 4 vols. 

Maurice’s Ruins of Babylon. 

Watson, Mr. Wm. Dialling Diagrams. 

Wood, John, Esq. Journal of Horticultural Society, vol. 9, 

part 1. 

SERIAL WORKS SUBSCRIBED FOR. 

A Monograph of the Trochilidse or Humming Birds, by John Gould, 

F. R. S., (8 parts published). 

Churton’s Monastic Ruins of Yorkshire, fob, (6 parts published). 

Birds of Asia, folio, by John Gould, Esq., (7 parts published). 

Fauna Antiqua Sivalensis, or Geology of the Sewalik Hills in the 

North of India, by Dr. Falconer and Major Cautley. (Part 1 to 

9 of Illustrations, large folio, and part 1 of Letterpress, 8vo.) 

Illustrated Proceedings of the Zoological Society. 

Publications of the Ray Society, received in 1854. A Monograph 

on the sub-class Cirripedia, with figures of all the Species, by 

Charles Darwin, F. R. S., &c. Bibliographia Zoologise et 

Geologise, by Agassiz and Strickland, vol. 4. Nudibranchiate 

Mollusca, by Alder and Hancock, part 6. 

Publications of the Palseontographical Society. No issue in 1854. 

Reliquiae Antiquse Eboracenses, by Wm. Bowman, (3 parts published). 

Sowerby’s Thesaurus Conchyliorum, 8vo. col. plates, (14 parts pub¬ 

lished). 

PERIODICALS. 

London and Edinburgh Philosophical Magazine, monthly. 

Annals and Magazine of Natural History, monthly. 

The Phytologist, monthly. 

London Geological Journal, (3 parts published). 
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