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REPORT OF THE COUNCIL 

OF THE 

YORKSHIRE PHILOSOPHICAL SOCIETY, 

Feb. 3, 1857. 

The Annual Reports of a Society which to-day enters on 

the 35th year of its existence, and whose objects and operations 

have been long defined, cannot be expected to afibrd much 

novelty. Nevertheless, each year that elapses is marked by 

some special events of which the members at large will he 

desirous to receive an account; and with each new year some 

plans for the future suggest themselves, which it is the duty of 

the Council to communicate. Following the usual order the 

present Report will first record the operations of the Society 

during the past year. 

To the Geological Department of the Museum, C. W. Strick¬ 

land, Esq. and Mr. Slater have presented various interesting 

fossils from the Oolite of Hildenley and Malton; Mr. Wm. 

Reed, a slab of undescrihed encrinites from the Dudley 

limestone ; and Mr. Charles Wilkinson, a curious specimen of 

the scar of one of the species of fossils plants called Ulodendron. 

Mr. Charlesworth is at present engaged in shifting the whole 

of the Geological collection, so as to admit of the ledges upon 

which the specimens are placed being cleaned and re-painted— 

an undertaking which when accomplished will effect a most 

important improvement in the general appearance of this 

portion of the Museum. At the same time, printed labels will 

be substituted for those written in ink, which has become 
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illegible, and such other changes will be introduced as are 

required by the present state of scientific nomenclature. 

Mr. Clark, of Cincinnati, whose name has so often appeared 

as a donor to the Society’s collections, has this year again con¬ 

tributed some beautiful land and fresh-water shells from the 

district in which he resides : from T. W. Warren, Esq., of 

Dublin, have been received some rare and choice British shells ; 

and from H. Peckitt, Esq., a fine pair of the gigantic clam 

shells (Tridacna gigas), placed in front of the Sub-Cm'ator’s 

house. Other donations to this department will be found 

enumerated in the catalogue annexed to the Beport. 

The Misses Cheap have presented a valuable collection, con¬ 

sisting principally of the skulls of the larger carnivora and 

horns of various species of buffalo, deer, &c.; and also a small 

gavial, or Gangetic crocodile, which is distinguished from all 

its living congeners by the great elongation of its jaws, and 

the coalescence of the halves of the lower jaw, throughout 

nearly their entire length. In this peculiarity the gavial 

agrees with the earliest known fossil crocodiles, those of the 

lias of Whitby and the oolite of Malton; while the other 

forms of living crocodiles are not found in any strata, older 

than the tertiary. It is thus the only link which connects the 

forms of ancient periods with those of the present day, and as 

such will be regarded with peculiar interest. 

The collection of insects and Crustacea has been increased 

by the donation of some American and Chinese insects from 

Mr. H. Watson, and a box of foreign insects, including some 

very singular and rare forms, from Mr. W. Cooper, of York. 

As the Society’s collections, in this branch of natural history, 

are of necessity not exposed to public view, the Curator thinks 

it desirable that the members should be reminded that thev are 
•/ 

valuable and extensive, and that they may, at any time, be 

inspected, on application to himself, or the Keeper of the 

Museum. 

Several valuable additions have been made to the Anti¬ 

quarian Department of the Museum during the past year. 

Lord Londesborough has presented to the Society a large 

portion of a hoard of Roman coins, discovered in January, 
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1856, at Methallj near Warter, on the Wolds. They are 

upwards of 1,500 in number, of the age of Gallienus and the 

so-called Thirty Tyrants, and, with the exception of a few of 

silver, or plated with silver, are all of the third brass. Before 

they were presented to the Society they had been examined 

and carefully classified by Mr. Roach Smith. Fifty-three 

coins, from the same hoard, have been presented by Wm. 

Rudston Read, Esq. The Curator has made a selection of the 

most perfect of all the different types, which he has arranged 

and catalogued, and placed in separate slides within the 

cabinet. He has also, with the assistance of Mr. Davies, made 

a chronological catalogue and abstract of some ancient grants 

of land to the Priory of Guisborough and other documents 

of a later age, which form part of a bequest of the late Eustace 

Strickland. The Society possesses a collection of modern 

medals, in bronze and silver, which have long remained dis¬ 

persed in its cabinets. These, the Curator has lately arranged 

and catalogued, describing, as far as he could, the events which 

they are severally designed to commemorate. 

With these evidences of Mr. Wellheloved’s devotion to the 

interests of the Society, and his continued power of promoting 

them, the Council were very reluctant to accept the resignation 

of his Curatorship, which he recently tendered to them, and 

they have no doubt that the members will hear, with much 

pleasure, that he has consented to resume it, relying on the 

assistance of the Secretaries to supply the want of his personal 

superintendence and inspection. 

A hoard of Saxon silver coins, consisting chiefly of those 

denominated “ Saints,” the production of the ancient York 

mint, was discovered in Walmgate, in April last, and two 

of them have been deposited in the cabinet of the Society. 

The Curator has also placed in it twelve of a hoard of silver 

pennies of the short-crossed money of Henry II. or III. 

Various articles of Roman pottery have been added to our 

collection, amongst which the most remarkable is an infant’s 

feeding-bottle, found near the Mount. It was deemed so 

curious by Professor Simpson, of Edinburgh, that at his 

request it was lent to him, for the purpose of illustrating a 
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paper which he was about to read at the Meeting of the 

Archseological Institute, in that city. Edward H. Keynard, 

Esq., of Sunderlandwick, near Driffield, has presented to the 

Museum a coffin, supposed to be British, of unusual dimen¬ 

sions, hollowed from the trunk of an oak, and containing, 

when discovered, the remains of several skeletons. 

Other antiquities, not of a local character, have been 

received during the year: from the Eev. J. J. Harrison, some 

fictile vases and other objects from the Museum at Kertch; 

from the Misses Cheap, a collection made by their late brother 

during his travels in Egypt. 

The Library has received from Lord Londesborough the 

successive numbers of his Miscellanea Graphica, now ap¬ 

proaching completion; from the Spalding Club a beautiful and 

instructive volume On the Sculptured Stones of Scotland 

from the Board of Admiralty a volume of Magnetical Obser¬ 

vations ; and from various Scientific and Literary Societies 

copies of their Transactions and Proceedings. Some valuable 

Works have also been added, by purchase, to the Library ; 

in Natural History, the beautiful work On the Ferns of 

Great Britain and Ireland,” illustrated by the new process of 

nature printing. In antiquities, the concluding numbers of 

the Monastic Kemains of Yorkshire, published by Mr. Sunter, 

under the editorship of Archdeacon Churton; Artis’s Duro- 

brivse, and Eaussett’s Inventorium Sepulcrale, containing an 

account of those researches among the Kentish Tumuli, which 

gave the first insight into the proper classification of Saxon 

antiquities. 

The Alphabetical Catalogue has been transcribed, and is 

ready for printing, whenever it may be thought expedient. 

According to the report of the Curator of Meteorological 

Instruments (Mr. Ford) the amount of rain for York has 

exceeded, in the last year, a mean quantity of about 2 inches. 

This excess has not compensated for the defect of the three 

previous years. The following statement seems to indicate a 

tendency to a diminished annual fall in the plain of York : — 
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Inches. 

Mean annual fall, from 1831 to 1851, inclusive . . 24.423 

for 26 years.23.940 

for 1853, 4, 5. 20. 05 

RAIN FALL, YORKSHIRE, 1856. 
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In the foregoing table the rain-fall for the year 1856, is 

exhibited in a series of places, from Scarbro’, in the east, to 

Settle, in the west; ranging over geological districts from the 

chalk to the mountain limestone, including the Wolds, the 

oolitic hills, the upper red sandstone plain, the broad and 
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lofty undulations of the coal measures, and the still more lofty 

and abrupt elevations of the mountain limestone in the west 

and south. 

Six of the localities are to the east of York, and six to the west. 

The average fall for the thirteen places is ... . 31*06 

For the six eastern .28*32 

„ „ western.34*61 

The fall for York 26*19, being less than either of the 

averages. The Council would be glad to receive returns from 

many other districts. Such returns made regularly over a 

series of years, are valuable contributions to one branch of the 

Meteorology of our county. 

METEOROLOGICAL REGISTER, YORK, 1856. 

BAROMETER. RAIN. THERMOMETER. 
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Jan. 30-630 28-708 29-531 2-17 21 39-4 30-9 35-7 48 14 15 N. W. 

Feb. 30-620 29-536 29-941 1-45 12 44-1 35-7 39-9 54 23 10 S.W. 

Mar. 30-692 29-820 30-161 •35 4 42-6 32-2 37-4 49 20 18 N. E. 

April 30-354 29-212 29-768 2-70 13 51-9 36-4 44-1 62 27 5 N. E. 

May 30-272 29-158 29-826 3-98 19 54-0 40-0 47-0 65 26 3 N. E. 

June 30-300 29-442 29-9'01 1-45 8 62-4 48-5 55-4 78 40 0 S. W. 

July 30-320 29-396 29-859 2-25 10 65-1 49-6 57-3 74 41 0 w. 

Aug. 30-366 29-394 29-821 4-15 13 67-8 52-6 60-2 81 43 0 w. 

Sep. 30-296 29-020 22-598 2-98 18 57-7 46-4 52-1 65 35 1 N. E. 

Oct. 30-594 29-452 30-084 1-67 12 53-0 44-8 48-9 58 34 2 S. E. 

Nov. 30-680 29-472 29-977 •97 13 42-7 32-8 37-7 53 16 18 N. W. 

Dec. 30-534 28-838 29-663 2-07 12 41-5 32-9 37-2 60 6 19 N. W. 

30-692 28-708 29-844 26-19 155 46-09 81 6 91 

DIRECTION OF THE WIND. 

N. S. E. W. N.E. N.W. S.E. S.W. 

19 31 44- 57 58 46 48 53 
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The temperature of the year has been 1°4 below a mean of 

20 years. The range of temperature has been considerable, 

viz., from 6“ December 4 to 81° August 2. The range in 

December was extraordinary, from 6° on the 4th of the month 

to 60° on the 7th. A severe frost set in November 25th, and 

lasted till the 5th of December. The extremely sudden and 

rapid thaw occasioned a flood in the Ouse of 14 feet S inches 

above the summer level. This was the highest flood since 

February, 1831, when the Ouse rose 17 feet above the summer 

level. Nine months out of the twelve were below a mean 

temperature. September, when the interests of the northern 

harvest were at stake, was 2° below a mean, and the fall of 

rain nearly one inch above a mean. Thunderstorms were of 

more frequent occurrence than usual; one of considerable 

force occurred on the 12th February after a long continuance 

of S.W. wind. Another on the 4th of April from the S.W. 

There were flve electric displays in May of more or less 

violence ; none in June ; three in July; four in August; and 

two in September. 

Immediately after the last Annual Meeting, a Lecture was 

delivered On Extinct Animals,” by Mr. Waterhouse Haw¬ 

kins, known by his ingenious restoration of many of them at 

the Crystal Palace, at Sydenham. It was heard with so much 

interest that the Council engaged Mr. Hawkins, in the month 

of November last, to deliver two more lectures on a kindred 

subject, which were attended by numerous audiences. The 

Society has to acknowledge its obligations to Mr. Davies for 

his two Lectures, entitled An Antiquarian Walk through 

the Streets of York;” to Mr. Oswald Allen Moore, for a 

Lecture On the Poisonous Plants, whose resemblance to those 

which are good for food often produces fatal results;” and 

to Mr. Procter, for his “ Account of the Manufacture of Iron, 

with an Explanation of Bessemer’s Process.” In the month 

of January, of this year, two very interesting Lectures On 

Zoophytes, their Structure and History,” were delivered by 

the Rev. Thomas Hincks, of Leeds. Mr. Ford, Mr. Moore, 

Mr. Procter, Rev. Thomas Myers, and Mr. Charlesworth have 

promised their assistance in this department during the re¬ 

mainder of the present Session. 
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The Council received an application from the Committee of 

the Art Treasures Exhibition, which is to take place in 

Manchester during the approaching Spring and Summer, to 

contribute from the Museum such articles as might illustrate 

the progress of art, from the departure of the Romans to its 

revival after the Middle Ages. To this request the Council 

willingly acceded; and Mr. Waring, as the Agent of the 

Manchester Committee, visited York, and selected several 

objects which seemed suitable for the purpose of the Exhibi¬ 

tion. It is probable that some of the remains of Saxon art, 

in the Museum, may also be sent to Manchester. Every pre¬ 

caution will be taken to secure the safe conveyance and 

preservation of what is lent; and the Council feel persuaded 

that the members will not regret the temporary removal of 

some objects of interest from their collections, when they 

consider the important national purpose of the Exhibition, and 

the readiness with which works of art, of inestimable value, 

have been contributed by their possessors. 

The statement of the receipts at the gate will shew that 

they have recovered from the temporary diminution, caused by 

the war and the cessation of railway excursions. They exceed 

those of any previous year with the single exception of that in 

which the Royal Agricultural Society held its meeting in this 

city. At the suggestion of several members of the Society, 

the Council opened the Gardens, on Saturday afternoon, to the 

working classes, on the payment of a penny. The privilege 

has not been so extensively used as the Council hoped; but it 

has been attended with no inconvenience to the members of 

the Society, nor any injury to its grounds or collections. 

It has been customary to open both Gardens and Museum 

to the public, gratuitously, on Whit-Monday and Tuesday; 

but the Council propose this year, if approved by the members, 

to charge a penny for admission on those days.* They suggest 

this change, not from any desire to make it a source of income 

to the Society, but to render the privilege really more useful 

to the class for whose benefit it is designed. An entirely 

* It wall be seen by the Resolutions passed at the Annual Meeting, that this 

proposal was adopted with a modification. 
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gratuitous admission brings a promiscuous crowd to the 

Museum, by whom the narrow space between the collections 

is so completely filled, that no one can be allowed to remain 

long enough to examine any object which may attract his 

attention; and, as a measure of safety, it has been found 

necessary to close the staircase which leads to the skeleton-room 

and the bird-room. It is evident that a large proportion of the 

visitors come with no purpose of self-improvement, and, that 

those who do, cannot obtain any considerable benefit from 

such a hurried and incommodious view. The small sum 

proposed for admission, while it kept away those who came 

merely for a holiday stroll, would not exclude any, even in the 

humblest classes, who desired to gratify a rational curiosity. 

From the Treasurer’s Report it will appear that the income 

of the year has exceeded its expenditure; and that after the 

balance due to him, from the three preceding years, has been 

fully liquidated, there remains a considerable surplus. The 

financial position of the Society is, therefore, favourable. 

Mr. Charlesworth’s exertions to obtain new subscribers, 

alluded to in the Report of last year, have been again emi¬ 

nently successful. In the two years, ending February 1855, 

only 18 admissions took place; in the two years ending this 

day, and including the admissions at the present meeting, 

they are 75, besides two memberships renewed after resigna¬ 

tion. It must be remembered, too, that nearly all who have 

been admitted since the change in the law, pay three pounds 

during the three first years of their membership. It is 

certainly not to be expected that this rate of increase should 

be maintained ; but it may be hoped, at least, that the number 

of members may be kept up to the present amount—358. 

When it was proposed to Mr. Charlesworth to add the 

duties of Assistant Secretary to those of Keeper of the 

Museum, the salary originally suggested was £250; but the 

state of the finances at that time rendered it unadvisable to 

offer him more than £200. The Council are strongly im¬ 

pressed with the conviction, that it is of primary importance 

to the prosperity and reputation of the Society to possess the 

services of a man of scientific attainments and liberal educa- 
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tion ; nor do they consider that the sum originally proposed 

is more than an adequate remuneration. They have, therefore, 

advanced Mr. Charlesworth’s salary to £250, with the under¬ 

standing that his time is to be exclusively devoted to the 

objects of the Society. 

The Curator of Antiquities has more than once called the 

attention of the Council to the necessity of providing a perma¬ 

nent place for the preservation and display of the Roman 

tessellated pavements obtained by the Society. The necessity 

is become still more urgent in consequence of the acquisition 

of the pavement from Oulston, removed during the present 

summer, by the kind permission of Sir George Wombwell, 

and under the skilful direction of Mr. Baines; and the 

Curator, in the conclusion of his report, expresses his 

earnest hope that this and other siniilar remains of the orna¬ 

mentation of Roman dwellings, which have been for some 

time in the possession of the Society, will no longer be suffered 

to remain in detached portions, or concealed from view, but 

be re-laid in some suitable building, for the gratification of 

the members and of the numerous strangers who visit the 

Museum.” In the wish of their Curator the Council entirely 

concur, and the subject has been repeatedly under their con¬ 

sideration. The present buildings of the Museum afford no 

space in which the three pavements, not yet laid down, can be 

even deposited, much less displayed, and, therefore, some 

additional erection seems absolutely necessary. In deciding 

on such an erection it appears to the Council that two con¬ 

ditions are essential—one, that no mean or unsightly struc¬ 

ture should be allowed to occupy a conspicuous position, 

amidst grounds not less admired for their picturesque 

beauty than for their varied remains of antiquity; the other, 

that the building, wherever placed, should not be of a merely 

temporary character. Besides the necessity of providing a 

place of deposit and exhibition for the pavements, it seems 

desirable to secure some space for any future increase of the 

Society’s collections. It has, therefore, been resolved to sub¬ 

mit to this meeting a Resolution to the effect that the Council 

be authorized to erect a permanent building for the preserva- 



COUNCIL FOR 185G. 17 

tion and display of the Roman pavements. The expense of 

such a building will he considerable, probably not less than 

£250; but the Council believe that it will add a great and 

permanent attraction to the grounds of the Society, and thus 

prove a source of additional income by the increased receipts 

from visitors.* 

When the Yorkshire Agricultural Society held its meeting 

in this city, in 1858, an Exhibition of objects connected with 

Agriculture, Botany, and the Arts took place in our Museum and 

grounds. It proved very attractive ; and, after all the expenses 

were paid, left a surplus of £158. The same Society will 

again hold its meeting here in August of the present year. 

The interval is too short to render it probable that an Exhibi¬ 

tion of exactly the same kind would be successful; but it has 

been suggested that, by bringing together some of the most 

remarkable objects in Natural History and Antiquities con¬ 

tained in public and private collections within the County, an 

Exhibition might be formed which would he attractive to the 

numerous strangers who will visit York, and produce a 

surplus to the Society which might be applied to the erection 

of the building for the Roman pavements. Application has 

been made to several Societies and individuals for their co¬ 

operation, and they have expressed their readiness to furnish 
such objects as would be suitable for the intended Exhibition. 

In the event of its taking place, the Council propose, following 

the precedent of 1858, to suspend the right of admission and 

of granting written orders during the two days that it will last. 
In reviewing the events of the past year, the Council notice, 

with painful feeling, the death of Dr. Buckland, whose name 

has long adorned the list of our Honorary Members. The 

scientific labours of the late Dean of Westminster are closely 

connected with the history of our Institution. The same 

event which led to its formation—the discovery of the remains 

in the Cave of Kirkdale—gave birth to his first great work, 

the Reliquiae Diluvianae,” and not a few of its illustrations 

* Since the Report was drawn up a plan has been suggested for a new arrange¬ 

ment of the upper room of the Hospitium, bv means of which, it is expected that 

some space may be gained for the display of the pavements there. 

B 
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were derived from specimens in our Museum. The Council 

may be allowed, at the same time, to remark with pride and 

pleasure, that the talents of his distinguished successor in the 

Readership of Geology, at Oxford—Professor Phillips—were 

first made known to the world by his connection with the 

Yorkshire Philosophical Society. 

The lamented decease of Henry Philip Cholmeley, Esq., of 

Brandsby, the representative of a family from which the Society 

has always received zealous support and intelligent co-opera¬ 

tion, renders necessary the election of a fifth member of 

Council, in addition to the four who retire according to the 

law. 
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THE 

TEEASUEEK OE THE YOEKSHIEE PHILOSOPHICAL SOCIETY 
IN ACCOUNT FOR THE YEAR 1856. 

(Er. RECEIPTS. 
1856. £. s. d. 
Annual Subscriptions and Arrears 592 0 0 
* Admission of New Members. 49 0 0 
Composition in lieu of Subscription 25 0 0 
Associates. 13 0 0 
Ladies’ Subscriptions . 49 0 0 
Keys of the Gates . 35 15 0 
Rents . 119 12 8 
Money received at the Gate. 217 12 2 
Swimming Batb (gross receipts) .. 114 6 10 
Sale of Guide to Antiquities . 18 17 0 
Temporai-y Subscribers. 3 0 0 
Horticultural Show. 5 0 0 
Use of Tent . 9 0 0 
For Use of Gas at Evening Meet¬ 

ings . 1 10 0 
Tickets sold for Lectures by Mr. 
Hawkins. 17 11 6 

Donation from Miss Lloyd. 5 0 0 

Pei-manent Debt: 

Yoi'kshire Insurance 
Company .£1900 0 0 

Five Members at £50 
Each. 250 0 0 

2150 0 0 
Balance in Treasurer’s 

hands Jan. 1857.... 78 17 1 

Total Debt of Society, 
Jan., 1857 . £2071 2 11 

EXPENDITURE. mx. 
1856. £. s • St d. 
Crown Rent. 1 0 0 
Rent to Corporation.... 51 11 8 
Rates and Taxes . 8 8 8 
Insurance & Water Rent 12 16 0 

73 16 4 
Salaries and AVages: 

Keeper of the Museum 
and Assist. Secretary 200 0 0 

Sub-Curator. 100 0 0 
Servant . 20 0 0 
Lodge Keeper. 24 10 0 
Labourers. 154 1 0 
Collector . 2 6 6 
Attendant, Hospitium 7 16 0 

508 13 6 
Interest on Debt to Dec. 31, 1856 

Insurance Company .. 70 18 8 
Museum Gardens, &c.: 

General Repairs. 100 18 0 
Purchase and Prepara- 

tion of Specimens.. 6 3 8 
107 1 6 

Libraiw, Books and Binding . 47 0 2 
Swimming Bath: 

Keeper's Salary. 30 0 0 
Water Rent. 20 0 0 
Repairs and Incidents 18 1 4 

68 1 4 
Miscellaneous Expenses ; 

Printing, Advertising, 
and Stationery .... 48 10 0 

Coals and Gas. 66 12 0 
Expences connected 

with Band .... 19 10 0 
„ Lectures.. 23 4 3 
„ Removal of 

Roman Pavement .. 26 16 1 
Postage, Carriage, and 

Sundries . 26 14 2 
211 6 6 

1086 18 2 
Surplus of Income. 188 7 0 

£1275 5 2 

Permanent Debt: 
Yorkshire Insurance 
Company. 1900 0 0 

Due to Five Members 
£50 each . 250 0 0 

2150 0 0 
Due to Treasurer Jan., 

1856 . 109 9 11 
Total Debt, Jan., 1856 .. 2259 9 11 
Surplus of Income, 1857 188 7 0 

£2071 2 11 

April 27,1857, Audited by me, WILLIAM GRAY, Treasurer. 
WILLIAM PROCTER. 

* Consisting principally of instalments of £1 ; the subscription for the first year regarded 
in former Balance Sheets as part of the entrance fee is now included in the item “Annual Sub¬ 
scriptions and Arrears ” 
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MEMBERS 

ELECTED SINCE FEB., ISoG. 

1 856. 

Aitken, Henry, York. 
Backhouse, Thomas, York. 
Bland, William, York. 
Buckle, Joseph, York. 
Cattley, R., Chepstow. 
Cleghorn, John, York. 
Coltman, Joseph, York. 
Barley, FI. B., Aldhy Park. 
Ditmas, Lieut. Col., York. 
Buncombe, Hon. Ernest, M.P., Goldshoroiigk, 
Hague, Mrs. Barnard, York. 
Henderson, George, York. 
Johnson, Richard, York. 
Manstead, John, York. 
Markham, W. T., Becca Hall. 
Mawdesley, F. L., York. 
Newman, W. L,, York. 
Newton, Miss, York. 
Noble, Thos. S., York. 
Paley, Charles, York. 
Pearson, John, York. 
Ransford, Br., York. 
Reynard, Edward H., Sunderlandwick. 
Rowntree, J. S., York. 
Rudd, J. B., GuishroJ 
Russell, Mrs. Henry, York. 
Saunders, John, York. 
Smith, Mrs. Thomas, York. 
Smith, Henry, York. 
Stead, Mrs. H., Neio Laithes Hall. 
Thiselton, Charles, jun., York. 
Wilson, Mrs., York. 
Williams, Isaac M., York. 

1 857. 

Clubbe, W. H., York. 
Cowling, Charles, York. 
* Byson, William, Hoicden. 
Marsh, James, York. 
Reed, William, York. 
Smith, John, York. 
Tomlinson, William, York. 

'* Membership renewed after Resignation, 



RESOLUTIONS 

PASSED AT THE ANNUAL MEETING, Feb. 3rd, 1857. 

1. That the Report of the Council be adopted and printed for the 

use of the Members. 

2. That the thanks of the Society be given to the Vice-Presidents 

and Members of Council, and to the Treasurer, Secretaries, and 

Curators, for their valuable services. 

3. That the Council be authorised to erect a permanent Building for 

the preservation and display of the Roman pavements. 

4. That the authority given by the Council, last year, with respect 

to the holding one or more Horticultural Meetings in the Society’s 

grounds, and the admission of Strangers and temporary Subscribers, 

be continued. 

5. That the thanks of this Meeting be given to Mr. Wellbeloved, 

for the Catalogue and Transcripts presented this day; along with the 

expression of their gratification at his having consented to resume his 

valuable services. 

6. That the Council be authorised to admit the Public into the 

Gardens, on Whit-Monday and Whit-Tuesday, without any pay¬ 

ment ; but that the sum of One Penny be charged for admission to 

view the Collections. 
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COMMUNICATIONS 

TO THE 

MONTHLY MEETINGS, 

1856. 

March.—The Rev. Thomas Myers read a paper on the Rev. 

Charles Forster’s Decipherments of some Phoenician Inscriptions. 

The design of the paper was to show that Mr. Forster’s decipherment 

and interpretation of these inscriptions were more correct than those 

of Gesenius and other Oriental scholars. 

The Rev. John Kenrick exhibited a photographic delineation of 

the sculpture on the Sarcophagus of the Sidonian King, Asmunezer, 

(see Report for 1855, p. 23,) which he had received from Mr. Fox, 

of Trebah, near Falmouth. The annexed wood-cut will show the 

close resemblance of this relic of Phoenician sculpture to the style of 

Egyptian art. 
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May.—The Rev. Charles Wellbeloved, Curator of Antiqui¬ 

ties, made a communication to the meeting respecting a hoard of 

coins, lately discovered in Walmgate, consisting chiefly of those 

called “Saints’” from their bearing the names of St. Peter, St. 

Martin, or St. Edmund. Those bearing the name of St. Peter, with 

the device of the sword, have been called “ Peter-pence,’^ and 

erroneously supposed to have been struck for the purpose of paying 

to Rome the tribute bearing that name. Their date, and the circum¬ 

stances under which they were struck, are matter of conjecture; but 

Mr. Wellbeloved supposes them to belong to the first-half of the 

tenth century. 

The Rev. John Kenrick read a paper “ On some Monuments of 

the Reign of Trajan.” From the discovery of a large and finely- 

executed tablet of his reign in York, near the probable site of one 

of the gates of the city (see Mr. Wellbeloved’s paper in Proceedings 

of the Y. P. S., vol. I., p. 282), it was argued by the author of the 

communication, that Eburacum was fortified with a wall in the reign 

of Trajan, consequently earlier than had been usually supposed. The 

construction of the Roman wall still remaining in the grounds of the 

Society, corresponds, very accurately, with the practice of Trajan’s 

age. In a letter from Pliny the Younger to Trajan, (Ep. x. 48,) he 

reports that the walls of the theatre of Nicaea were giving way, not¬ 

withstanding their extraordinary thickness; “ quia sine caemento medio 

farcti, nec testaceo opere praecincti“because they were filled in 

without squared stone in the middle, and had not a band of brick¬ 

work.” The architect of our walls has filled them in with rubble, and 

only faced them with squared stone; but he has not neglected the 

prcecinctio of brick-work, which, as appears from the interior of the 

Multangular Tower, went through, and gave solidity to the structure. 

An objection to the antiquity assigned to the walls may be derived 

from the circumstance, that there are inscriptions in the lower com¬ 

partment of the Multangular Tower, in which mention is made of the 

Sixth Legion, which did not come to York till the reign of Hadrian. 

These inscriptions, however, are not records of the building of the 

tower, but scratchings of their names, centuries, and legion, such as 

soldiers would naturally make, to enliven the tedium of the guard- 

room. The mode of building here described prevails generally in 

the Roman walls in the south, but has not been observed further north 

than Yorkshire. 
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October.—First Monthly Meeting of the Session.—Mr. 

Procter, the Curator of Mineralogy, read a paper in illustration of 

specimens of the recently discovered deposits of iron ore in York¬ 

shire. These deposits are found at the base of the oolitic formation 

which, commencing on the south bank of the Tees, and extending 

along the coast to Scarborough, stretches in a line, more or less in¬ 

terrupted, through the counties of York, Lincoln, Rutland, North¬ 

ampton, Oxford, and Dorset. At the summit of the Cleveland hills, 

where it was first worked in Yorkshire, it has only a thin covering of 

soil, can be raised at small expense, and is conveyed by railway 

to Middlesborough, to be smelted. Upwards of 1,000,000 tons of the 

stone are already extracted. The bed, where now worked, is fifteen 

feet thick; in some places, twenty. It yields, upon an average, 

about 30 per cent, of iron. There is an extraordinary deposit of ore 

of this character, about two miles from the village of Rosedale, and 

ten or twelve from Pickering. It crops out at the side of the hill, 

and is, at least, twenty-five feet thick. It consists of large boulder¬ 

shaped masses, of an ovoid figure, from a few inches to nine feet in 

diameter, and divided by numerous fissures, as if deposited in a fluid 

state, and contracted in the process of drying. Each of these con¬ 

cretions consists of an external shell and an internal nucleus, the 

external part being brown, the internal bluish black. The structure 

is evidently oolitic, the grains having the appearance of being 

infiltrated with iron. Every portion is attracted by the magnet, but 

it is not, in itself, magnetic. From analysis, it appears that, where 

richest, it yields 48 to 55 per cent, of iron ; it contains no manganese, 

nor any sulphur or phosphoric acid, the absence of which adds 

materially to its value. 

The lias formation is also a source of ironstone. Massive beds of 

it are traceable for miles along the Cleveland hills, with a gradually 

diminishing thickness, as it is followed towards the south. The great 

lias bed is best developed at Eston, where it is extensively worked ; 

and also at Grosmont, and other parts in the neighbourhood of 

Whitby. The paper was accompanied by tables of exact analyses, 

made by Mr. Procter. 

November. —The Rev. John Kenrick read a paper “On the 

Coins found near Warter,” presented to the Society by Lord 

Londesborough. They are about 1,500 in number, and almost 

* The occurrence of ironstone, both in the oolite and lias, is noticed in Professor Phillips’ 
Illustrations of the Geology of Yorkshire, Part I., published in 1829. 
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entirely of the third brass. The period which they comprehend is 

from A.D. 2.53 to 273 or a little later; a period which possesses a sort 

of epic unity, since the reign of Valerian, with which it begins, 

exhibits the deepest degradation of the majesty of the Roman 

empire, and that of Aurelian, who was elected in 270, witnessed 

the restoration of its unity, temporarily destroyed by the Thirty 

Tyrants, the subjugation of the barbarians, and the fortification 

of Rome. The character of Gallienus, and the nature of the usurpa¬ 

tions of the Thirty Tyrants, were examined in this paper, with 

especial reference to the opinion of Sir Francis Palgrave, who regards 

them as the predecessors of those who founded the Kingdoms of the 

West. It was pointed out, that whatever the motives or merits of 

Victorinas, Postumus and Tetricus may have been, we may rejoice 

that their attempts at establishing independent kingdoms failed. 

Had the Roman empire been dismembered at this period, the pro¬ 

bability is that Paganism would have continued much longer pre¬ 

dominant, since the power of Constantine, when sole emperor, was 

barely adequate to the establishment of Christianity. Independent 

kingdoms, founded in this age, before the healthful infusion of the 

Teutonic element into Western Europe, would only have perpetuated 

the vices of the Roman empire, as the history of the Byzantine 

empire shows. 

The coins of Victorinus and Tetricus are very abundant in Britain, 

and particularly in York and Aldborough, and their vicinity. It is 

evident that Britain was subject to the rulers of Gaul during this 

period. The names of Postumus and Victorinus occur in inscriptions 

near Brecknock; and two have been found at Clausentum (Bittern, 

near Southampton,) in honour of Tetricus. It is remarkable, that 

among the coins found at Warter, there are nine of Quintillus, the 

brother of Claudius Gothicus, who reigned only seventeen days, and 

three of Marius, who is said to have reigned only three days. No 

time seems to have been lost by the new emperors in assuming 

the prerogatives and titles of sovereignty. Florianus, the half- 

brother of the Emperor Tacitus, assumed the purple on his brother’s 

death, and died two months after at Tarsus ; yet an inscription to 

him has been found at Durobrivae, Castor, near Peterborough. 

December. —The Rev. John Kenrick read a second paper On 

the Coins found at Warter.” They exhibit a very debased state of 

the coinage, natural in a period of confusion, foreign war, and 

internal insurrection. Great abuses appear to have prevailed in the 

c 
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Roman mint, and when Aurelian endeavoured to reform them, the 

consequence was an insurrection of the monetarily to put down which 

cost the Emperor 7,000 of his soldiers. 

The coins of this period attest the increase of the solar worship, 

caused by the growing influence of Asiatic, and especially Syrian, 

rites and usages at Rome. It is seen in the legend, Oriens August!, 

with the flgure of the Sun, and in the radiated crown which all the 

emperors wear. The crescent moon, placed beneath the head of 

Salonina and other empresses, is also a proof of the growth of astral 

worship. 

Although the coins of this hoard are rudely executed, the heads on 

many of them are sufficiently distinct to be characteristic. We can 

distinguish the strong bluff features of the hardy warrior Valerian, 

from the more delicate lineaments of his dilettante son Gallienus. 

The coarse face and brawny neck of Marius agree with the account 

that he had been a blacksmith before he became an emperor. 

Salonina, whose features are not of the Roman cast, is said to have 

been the daughter of a barbarian. 

The period in which these coins were struck was one of great 

calamity, exciting the superstitious fears of the people. An extra¬ 

ordinary number exhibit flgures of the gods, with the legends, 

Jupiter Conservator, Propugnator and Ultor; Neptunus Conservator, 

Apollo Conservator, Diana Conservatrix, Liber Pater Conservator, 

Mars Pacifer, and Sol Conservator August!. Segetia, a goddess who 

presided over the harvest, and was one of the Dii Indigetes, or native 

gods of Italy, appears on a coin of Salonina, probably struck in 

apprehension of famine, or in gratitude for deliverance from it. The 

coins of Postumus are remarkable for the honour paid to Hercules; 

those of Claudius Gothicus, for the variety of types representing the 

consecratio or apotheosis of this Emperor, who was cut off by a 

pestilential disease after a reign of two years, and was deeply regretted 

by the senate and people. 

The coins of the emperors would, of course, be struck at Rome; 

those of the Gallic rulers at Arles, Lyons, or Treves. It does not 

appear that Britain had a mint. The legend PLON., on the coins of 

Constantine, is generally read Pecunia Londinensis; but, till the time 

of the Northumbrian kings, York appears to have had no mint of her 

own. 
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DONATIONS TO THE MUSEUM. 

GEOLOGY. 

Procter, William, Esq. ... Flint cast of an Echinus. 

Reed, William, Esq. Slab of Dudley Limestone, with unde¬ 

scribed Encrinites. 

Slater, Mr. John . Echinites and other Fossils, from the 

Oolite at Malton. 

Strickland, C.W., Esq. ... Specimen of Hemicidaris intermedia, 

from the Oolite at Hiidenley. 

Wilkinson, Chas., Esq. ... Scar of Ulodendron. 

ZOOLOGY. 

Atkinson, Mr. Robert Sponge attached to a Stone. 

Brown, Mr. Hy., A Collection of Foreign Reptiles in 

Spirit. 

Cheap, Misses . A young Gavial; and a Series of the 

Crania of Indian & African Animals. 

Clarke, Joseph, fCmcm-Various North American Land and 

nail) ...) Fresh-water Shells. 

Specimen of the Horned Lizard of 

Texas (Ceratophris cornuta). 

Cooper, Mr. Wm. Case of valuable Insects, from Ceylon. 

Hey, Rev. Canon .. Specimens of Foreign Shells of the 

genera Melanopsis and Bulimus. 

Flint, Mr. Richard . Fine Otter, shot at Thornley. 

Frankland, George, Esq. ... Fine Specimen of a Gorgonia, from 

Australia. 

Hill, Samuel, Esq. Specimen of the five-Bearded Rockling, 

taken at Brighton. 

Illingworth, Mrs. Head of a Porpoise. 

Peckitt, H., Esq... Pair of the gigantic Clam-shell (Tri- 

dacna gigas). 

New Zealand Birds. Spofforth, Robert, Esq 
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Warren, T. W., Esq. 

Watson, Hy., Esq. 

Yorkshire Naturalists’ Club 

Rare Irish Shells. 

Collection of Foreign Insects. 

Tail fins of a Tunny, caught in the Tees. 

ANTIQUITIES. 

Brown, Mr. Robert . 

Cheap, the Misses. 

Gray, Wm., Esq. 

Harrison, Rev. J. J. 

Londesborough, Lord . 

Read, Wm. Rudston, Esq. 

Reynard, E. H., Esq. 

Tindall, Mr. Edward . 

Weatherley, Mr. Ralph ... 

Wellbeloved, Rev. Chas. ... 

York, Corporation of . 

Fragment of Roman pottery and Dutch 

tile. 

Collection of Egyptian Antiquities. 

An antique Pistol. 

Fictile Vases and other articles, from 

the Museum at Kertch. 

1,500 Roman Coins, found near Warter, 

Fifty-three Coins, found near Warter. 

Ancient British Coffin. (See p. 10.) 

Impressions of some Seals. 

Urn, found near the Barracks. 

Tv/elve short cross Pennies (Henry II. 

or III.), found near Barnsley. 

A stone, marked with a cross, from the 

building near the Castle Mills, 

formerly the Guild of St. George. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Cheap, Misses . Various Weapons and articles of Indian 

native manufacture. 

Kendal, I. M., Esq. Two Flints, one in the form of a fish¬ 

hook, presumed to be imitations of 

ancient British workmanship. 

Watson, Hy., Esq. Various articles of native manufacture, 

from the Feejee Islands. 

LIBRAEY. 

Admiralty, Board of. Greenwich Astronomical and Meteoro¬ 

logical Observations, 1854. 

Association, British, for the ) 
. , , ' Report for 1855. 

Advancement of Science ; 
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Club, Spalding ... 

Society, London Geological 

Society, ManchesterLiterary \ 

and Philosophical. j 

Society, Royal, of Edinburgh 

Society, Chemical. 

Society, Cornwall Royal \ 

Polytechnic .j 

Society, Lancashire and ] 

Cheshire, Historic. j 

Society, Literary and Philo- 

sophical, of Liverpool ; 

Society, Geological and 

Polytechnic, of W. R. of 

Yorkshire . 

Society, Scarborough Philo¬ 

sophical & Archaeological 

Institution, Royal, of Lon¬ 

don ... 

Allen, James, Esq. 

Bateman, T., Esq. ... 

Londesborough, Lord _ 

Mayer, Joseph, Esq. 

Read, W. Rudston, Esq. .. 

Thurnam, John, M.D. 

Yates, James, Esq. 

Sculptured Stones of Scotland. 

Journal of, for 1856. 

Memoirs, vol. 13. (Life of Dalton.) 

Transactions, part 3, vol. 21. Proceed¬ 

ings, 1855 — 6. 
t 

Journal for 1856. 

Report, 1855. 

Transactions of, vol. 8. 

Proceedings of, 1854 — 5. 

Proceedings of, 1855. 

Twenty-fourth Report of. 

Proceedings at the Meetings, with Ab¬ 

stracts of the Discourses, 1851 —56. 

Plan of the City of York, (1750.) 

Catalogue of his Museum. 

Miscellanea Graphica, Nos. 7 — 10. 

Catalogue of Fejervary Ivories. 

Linnean Transactions, vol. 21, p. 3, 4. 

Notice of Tumulus at Stanton Drew. 

Vol. 2 of Lea on Genus Unio. 

SERIAL WORKS SUBSCRIBED FOR. 

A Monograph of the Trochilidse or Humming Birds, by John Gould, 

F. R. S., (12 parts published). 

Birds of Australia, by the same, supplementary parts, (2 published). 

Birds of Asia, folio, by the same, (8 parts published). 

Churton’s Monastic Ruins of Yorkshire, fol., (complete). 

Exotic Butterflies, being illustrations of New Species chiefly selected 

from the Collections of W. Wilson Saunders and W. C. Hew- 

itson. By W. C. Hewitson. (18 Nos. published.) 

Fauna Antiqua Sivalensis, or Geology of the Sewalik Hills, in the 

North of India, by Dr. Falconer and Major Cautley. (Part 1 

to 9 of Illustrations, large folio, and part 1 of Letterpress, 8vo.) 
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Proceedings of the Zoological Society, with Plates. 

Publications of the Palseontographical Society. 

Publications of the Ray Society. 

Reliquise Antiquse Eboracenses, by Wm. Bowman, (complete). 

Sowerby’s Thesaurus Conchyliorum, 8VO. col. plates, (16 parts pub¬ 

lished). 

PEEIODICALS. 

London and Edinburgh Philosophical Magazine, monthly. 

Annals and Magazine of Natural History, monthly. 

London Geological Journal, (3 parts published). 

WORKS PURCHASED. 

The Ferns of Great Britain and Ireland, delineated by the new 

process known as “ Nature Printing,” edited by Dr. Lindley 

and Thos. Moore. 

The Durobrivse of Antoninus, identified and illustrated in a series of 

Plates, exhibiting the excavated Remains of that Roman 

Station in the vicinity of Castor, Northamptonshire, by 

Edmund T. Artis. 

Inventorium Sepulchrale; an account of some antiquities dug up at 

Gilton, Kingston, &c., in the County of Kent, by the Rev. 

Bryan Faussett; edited from the original MS. by Charles 

Roach Smith. 

Natural History of the Tineina, by H. T. Stainton. 

O 

13 {oci© 

m SOTHERAX, BOOKSELLER, CONEYSTREET, YORK. 
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