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REPORT OF THE COUNCIL 

OF THE 

YOEKSHIEE PHILOSOPHICAL SOCIETY, 

March 3rd, 1874. 

The Council now present to the Members the Fifty-first 

Annual Eeport of the Yorkshire Philosophical Society. 

As the Treasurer’s Balance Sheet to be appended to this 

Eeport will fully particularize the various items of income and 

expenditure, it will not be necessary to refer in this part of the 

report to matters of finance, except to notice such as may be 

considered of special interest. 

The income of the Society for the past year has amounted to 

the sum of £1,438 6s., and the expenditure to £1,424 Os. 4d., 

leaving a balance in the Treasurer’s hands of £14 5s. 8d. 

The extraordinary items of expenditure are the following : 

£76 18s. Id. for new cases for the exhibition of the antiquarian 

specimens in the Hospitium, an outlay indispensable for the 

display of the many objects of antiquity which have accumu¬ 

lated during the past two years, and of which the valuable 

collection kindly presented by the Eev. J. Kenrick forms the 

chief part. 

A fiudher sum of £40 4s. 8d. has been expended in the 

purchase of specimens including several objects of antiquity. 

A considerable outlay has been incurred in the repair of the 

Conservatories amounting altogether to the sum of £72 10s. ; 

£50, however, of this sum has been given as a donation to the 

Society by John Eoper, of Clifton Croft, Esq., so that the actual 

cost to the Society does not exceed £22 10s. 
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The receipts for admissions at the gate during the past j^ear 

amount to £291 Ids., being an increase of upwards of £18 

over the receipts of the preceding year. 

From the register at the gates it appears that upwards of 

6,000 persons paid for admission during the year, and 10,000 

more were admitted by witten orders from members. The 

number of visitors introduced personally by members cannot 

be ascertained with accuracy, hut probably the number is in 

excess of those admitted by payment. 

If in addition the numbers be considered who throng these 

grounds on the free da^^s of admission in Whitsun w^eek, it vill 

be seen how largely this institution ministers to the instruction 

and gratification of the public. 

In the G-eological Department several specimens have been 

presented during the past year. 

The most valuable addition to the Society’s collection in this 

department has been made by Mr. Fox, of South Cave, who at 

the request of the Eev. J. F. Blake, F. Gr. S., kindly presented 

to the Society a valuable collection of bones of extinct mammals, 

which had been discovered at various times in a marl pit at 

Bielbeck in the East Biding of this county. 

These specimens were exhibited before the Geological Section 

of the British Association at Bradford, last year, by Mr. Blake, 

and attracted much attention. 

Extensive excavations have been made during the last two 

years on the South bank of the Ouse in connection with the 

Bail way Works now in progress. 

The important discoveries there made in respect of anti¬ 

quarian remains will be specially referred to in the report of the 

Curators of that department. 

In the course of the excavations, at a considerable depth, in 

a bed of undisturbed sand and gravel, a large number of 

Boulders, apparently the remains of ice drift, were discovered. 

It was thought desirable that some of these stone blocks, 

especially such as shelved a striated siuface, should be secured 

to the Society. Through the kindness of one of oiu Members 

of Council, Mr. J. F. Walker, M. A., F. G. S., who undertook 

to make a selection, this has been accomplished, and several 
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boulders exliibiting various litliological and geological peculiar¬ 

ities have been seciu’ed to tlie Society. 

The possession of such specimens in a geological point of 

view is important. The forces by which these erratic blocks 

have been detached from the rocks of which they formed part, 

the positions of the original rocks, and the lines of drift by 

which their distribution over wide areas in the United Kingdom 

has been effected, has always been a problem of great interest 

to Ueologists. 

The Council may observe that the distribution of Boulders 

over wide areas in England and Wales is a subject now under 

the consideration of a committee specially appointed for the 

pimpose by the British Association. 

The Cimator of Botany reports 

That the English and Foreign Herbariums are in a good 

state of preservation. 

T. B. Wliytehead, Esq., recently returned from New Zealand, 

has presented to the Society a specimen of Phormium Tenax 

(New Zealand Flax), as prepared by the East Coast Natives ; 

also a beautiful specimen of Kami Gium from Auckland, 

Province of New Zealand. 

Mr. Harding, of Walkern Eectory, has presented to the 

Society a specimen of Sea Cocoa Nut, from the Seychelles 

Islands. 

The Curator of Ethnology and Conchology reports that no 

addition of importance has been made to these collections 

during the past year. 

From the Department of Antiquities the following report 

has been received. 

The excavations for the New Station of the North Eastern 

Pailway have been continued during the past year, and have 

produced some interesting residts. Many objects illustrative of 

Poman life and manners have been brought to light. Several 

Sarcophagi have been exhumed, none of them, however, 

exhibiting inscriptions or sculpture. The bodies of the dead 
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appear sometimes to have been committed to the earth without 

any sepulchral covering, and the same ground served for de- 

positing the rubbish of demolished houses, of which consider¬ 

able remains have been found. 

The Upper Boom of the Hospitium has been renovated, and 

new cases have been added to display the smaller objects of 

antiquity more advantageously, or to provide room for the 

numerous additions which the Museum has received. The 

publication of a new edition of the Catalogue, which will take 

place in the Spring, will afford an opportunity of bringing it 

into harmony with the actual state of the collection. 

The Antiquarian Department of the Library has received a 

very valuable addition in the seventh volume of the Inscriptiones 

LatincB, edited by Dr. Hiibner of Berlin. It is wholly devoted 

to the inscriptions of Britain, among which those of Eburacum 

occupy a conspicuous place. It is a work of great learning and 

exliaustive research. The author acknowledges the industry and 

judgment with which the antiquities have been arranged and 

explained ; at the same time he makes suggestions and supplies 

information which will be useful in the new edition of the 

Catalogue. 

The Cabinet of Coins has received some additions dining the 

year, derived chiefly from the excavations for the Bailway 

Station. The most important are a beautiful aureus of 

Constantins II., found in Walmgate ; a half-noble of Edward 

IV., minted in York, from the same street; and a fine double 

sovereign of Elizabeth. 

The small collection of Anglo-Saxon remains deposited in 

the Museum has been considerably augmented during the past 

year by the munificence of the Bev. ’William Grreenwell 

of Durham. That gentlemen has kindly presented to the 

Society all the objects belonging to the Anglo-Saxon period 

which he has acquired in YorkshBe, among which are the 

remarkable contents of the grave mound at Uncleby which 

were disinterred several years ago. The importance of this 

gift has induced the Council to set apart a distinct room for the 

British, Saxon, and Danish antiquities which the Society 

possesses; and Mr. Creenwell has added to his previous kind- 
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ness by undertaking tlie office of Curator of this department of 

the Society’s collections. 

In medioeval antiquities few additions have been made to 

what the Society already possesses. A couple of silver rings 

have been purchased at Eipon, and two bronze seals have been 

presented. 

Through the kindness of Mr. J. F. Walker, the Museum 

has acquired several interesting specimens of early English 

pottery. The collection of ware of this kind which the Society 

has preserved is so large and fine that every exertion must be 

made to enlarge and continue it to a still later period. 

In the Department of the Library several additions of 

importance have been made during the year. Among these 

are the following valuable works: Cave’s Original Sketches, 

2 vols., folio, bequeathed by the late Bawlins Could, Esq., and 

presented by his Executors; Maclaiichlan’s Survey of the 

Eastern Branch of the Watling Street, 1 voL, 8vo., with 

illustrative plates, I voL, folio, presented by the Duke of 

Northumberland; Muratori, L. A., Novus Thesaurus Yeterum 

Inscriptionum, 4 vols., folio, presented by J. F. Walker, Esq.; 

The Antiseptic System, I voL, 8vo., by A. E. Sansom, M. D., 

presented by the Author; The seventh volume of Hubner’s 

Corpus Inscriptionum, comprising the Inscriptiones Britamiice 

Latince (fol. Berolini, 1873), purchased. 

The Curator of the Ornithological Department reports that 

the collection of British Birds is in a perfect state of preserva¬ 

tion, four common species from Mr. Graham having replaced 

those that had exhibited decay. 

Eeport of the Meteorological Department, 1873.—The 

temperature at York for the year 1873 was 46°.95, being six- 

tenths of a degree below a mean of forty years. Professor 

Phillips in his Essay on the climate of York, gives the mean 

temperature of twenty-five years, from 1800 to 1825, as 

observed by his friend Mr. Jonathan Gray, as 48” and two- 

tenths, or six-tenths of a degree above the mean of the forty 
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years above named; an approach to identity which points to 

the constancy of temperature spread over a considerable 

number of years. 

The annual range of temperatiu'e in the forty years was 

5° and eight-tenths, from a maximum of 50° and two-tenths in 

1834 to a minimum of 44° and four-tenths in 1855. The 

range in the 25 years above referred to was 6° and one-tenth. 

In the year just elapsed the temperature of January, “April, 

July, November, and December was above a mean. The 

remaining months were below: September 4°, and October 5°; 

the others to smaller amounts. 

The range of temperature in the year was 79 degrees from 

10'^ February 25, to 89 July 23. The range in the last 40 

years was from—3° and five-tenths in January 3,1854, to 87° and 

five-tenths in July, 1852, equal to 91 degrees. 

EAIN FALL. 

The Eain-fall of the year was only 19*79 inches, or 4.19 

inches below a mean of 40 years. The amount has been less 

only in three years during the forty aforenamed. The minimum 

of rain was 17*89 inches in 1850, and the maximum 38*56 

inches in 1872, more than double of the minimmn. 

It will be seen by the annexed table that in each of the 

returns, the rain-fall of 1873 was only about half the amount 

of 1872. From August to December the deficiency was con¬ 

siderable in each month, so it was also in April and June. 

>Snow fell in January on three days, amounting when melted to 

*68 inch; and four times in February, giving 1*13 inch. 

The mean rain-fall of the last ten years was 25*9 inches, or 

two inches more than the mean of 40 years. It is evident that 

mean quantities must be deduced from longer periods than a 

decade. 

In Professor Phillips’ Climate of York, he gives the rain-fall 

of periods between 1811 and 1850, as follows:— 

Indies. 

1811 to 1824 . . 23*75 Mr. Jonathan Gray. 

1831 to 1840 . . 24*01 The Curator of the Y. P. S. 

1841 to 1850 . . 24*83 

A mean of . . 24*19 
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Tlie number of clays on which rain fell was 183, against 

216 of 1872. 

BAEOMETEH. 

The highest barometrical pressure was 30*7 inches in 

February; the lowest 28*30 in January, giving a range of 2*4 

inches ; the pressure of the year 29.79 inches, was about the 

usual mean. 

Thunder and lightning occurred a few times in May and 

Jline. A storm of unusual violence burst over York on Sunday 

September 14, at 3 p. in. The house of Mr. Mills, in Bootham, 

was struck and much damaged. Happily the house was empty 

at the time. A house in Bedern, known as the Old Palace, was 

seriously damaged by the lightning. A house in the Grroves 

was struck; also a fine tree on the New "Walk. The storm 

created a considerable commotion in a crowded congregation 

assembled to hear a sermon by the minister of Salem Chapel in 

Mr. Adams’ Circus. Many years have passed since so severe 

a storm broke upon the city, over which it seemed to be 

concentrated. 

A very brilliant display of Aurora occurred on April 18; a 

slight appearance was seen the following evening. 

In the first four months of the year North Easterly and 

Easterly winds prevailed; in the remaining months South, 

South West, and West. The wind from S. S. W., and W. 

numbered 176 days. 

Transits of the Sun have been observed, and comparison of 

clocks made with sufficient frequency to keep Grreenwich time, 

denoted at the observatory with some regularity. The Curators 

of this department would be glad to see an addition to their 

number, or a substitution of new members, which woidcl secure 

a more frecjiient use of the Transit Instrument and the excellent 

Equatorial. 
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EAIN FALL, 1873. 
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Jan. 1-81 1-86 2-38 2-36 2-42 1.58 4-450 2-59 

Feh. 1-36 0-53 1-41 2-00 1-26 0.70 1-240 1-22 

Mar. 2-04 2-70 2-30 1-97 2-09 2-22 3-795 2-74 

April 0-96 0-34 0-53 0-70 0-70 0-85 0-370 0-91 

]\Iay 2-26 2-19 1-86 2-10 2-03 2-36 1-985 2-29 

June 1’37 0-72 1-14 
( 2-98 ! 

1-16 0-58 0-940 1-96 

July 2-18 2-45 2-47 ) 1 2-63 304 3-500 1-55 

Aug. 2-27 3*04 2-01 1-87 2-01 2-50 3-195 1-85 

Sept. 1’66 2-60 1-79 1*78 1-83 2-13 2.015 1-95 

Oct. 2-74 1-95 1-76 1-76 1-89 1-49 4*175 2-44 

Nov. 1-58 1-57 1-83 1-47 1-52 1-44 2-880 2-51 

Dec. 0-48 0-39 0-31 0-41 0-33 0-18 1-250 0-39 

20-71 20-34 19-79 19-40 19-87 19.07 29.795 22-40 

METEOEOLOGICAL EEGISTEE, YOEK, 1873. 
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Jan. 30-10 28-30 29-51 1 2-38 20 1-700 39-65 S6-3 55 18 

Feb. 30-70 28-65 29-98 1-41 14 1-470 34-60 37-8 48 10 

Mar. 30-24 29-01 29-70 2-30 20 1-593 39-77 40-3 59 27 

April 30-41 29-61 29-79 -53 13 1-504 46-70 45-7 66 29 

May 30-45 29-40 29.80 1-86 15 1-689 50-00 52-2 65 32 i 
June 30-30 29.57 29-81 1*14 14 2-342 57-10 58-1 78 39 

July 30-21 29-58 29-84 2-47 17 2-429 61-10 58*6 89 45 

Aug. 30-12 29-50 29-76 2-01 17 2-713 58*35 59-3 75 46 

Sept. 30-50 29-20 29-78 i 1-79 12 2-212 49-96 54-6 72 32 I 

Oct. 30-45 28-87 29-67 1-76 16 2-424 42-94 48-1 68 1 28 i 
Nov. 30-50 29-20 29-78 1-83 16 2-073 42-37 41-6 , 57 26 1 

Dec. 30-55 29-30 30-06 -31 9 1-836 40-91 38-7 58 ! 20 i 
: 

30-70 28-30 29-79 i 19-79 183 23-985 46-95 47-6 89 I 10 ! 

* Note.—The mean temperature is deduced, not from the maximum and 
minimum hut from the mean of each dav. 

V 
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Twenty-one Members, five Lady Subscribers, and seven 

Associates have been lost to the Society by death or resignation 

during the past year, whilst sixteen New Members, five Lady 

Subscribers, and four Associates have been added to the 

Society’s list. 

Among those lost to the Society by death are the Earl of 

Zetland, K. Gr., one of the Vice-Presidents of the Society, and 

the Eev. Danson Eichardson Eoundell, of Giledstone, in this 

county, one of the earliest members of the Society, and a 

former Vice-President. Both the deceased members were 

munificent donors to the Greological department of the Museum. 

In 1852 the Earl of Zetland presented to the Society the 

specimen of Plesiosaurus Zetlandicus, so named by Professor 

Phillips in honour of the illustrious donor, and which along 

with the Ichthyosaimus crassimanus, hereafter to be mentioned 

as the donation of Mr. Eoundell, constitute most valuable 

additions to the saurian room of our Museum. 

The Eev. Danson Eichardson Eoundell died at his seat, 

Gledston Hall, in this county, on the 6th March last, at the 

venerable age of 89. He had at a former period of his life been 

a resident in this city for many years, and was well known as 

an active supporter of the various local Societies and Charities 

which had for their object the alleviation of suffering or the 

advancement of knowledge. 

Mr. Eoundell was one of the original subscribers to the 

building fund of the Museum, and has on more than one 

occasion held the office of Vice-President and Member -of 

Council of this Society. His name, however, will be chiefly 

associated in the annals of the Society with a donation which 

enabled the Society to secure for its Geological collection the 

magnificent specimen of the Ichthyosaurus crassimanus, now 

in the saurian room. This specimen had been discovered in 

the Lias at Whitby some short time prior to the year 1857. 

At the suggestion of Professor Phillips a subscription was 

begun for its purchase, which was rendered unnecessary by a 

donation of £1.10 from Mr. Eoundell, the price asked by the 

owners for the specimen. 
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Mr. Rouiidell left York on succeeding to his estate at 

Griedstone, but he ever cherished, towards the institutions of 

the city in which he had so long resided, a kindly feeling, and 

at a later period of his life he enriched the Society by the 

donation of several mineralogical specimens of value. 

The following Lectures have been delivered in the Theatre of 

oiu* Museum during the past year. 

Subject. Name of Lectueepw 

The Geographical Distribution 

of Mammals and Birds. 

Colours derived from Coal Tar 

Our Coal Supply . 

The proposed New Methods of 

manufacturing illuminating 

Gas without Coal. 

Some recent views respecting the 

the nature of Comets. 

The Age and Origin of Man .. 

A. H. Garrod, Esq., B. A. 

T. H. Waller, Esq., B. Sc. 

Eev. J. F. Blake, M. A., E. G. S. 

W. ProcTER, Esq., M.D., E.C.S. 

W. Procter, Esq., M. D., F. C. S. 

Eev. J. F. Blake, M. A., F.G.S. 

The Members who retire by rotation are W. Procter, Esq., 

M. D., S. W. Noidh, Esq., F. G. S., J. L. Foster, Esq., and 

John Eoper, Esq. 

The Council recommend for election in their stead W. 

Whytehead, Esq., of Clifton, the Eev. M. E. Bresher, 

W. Eeed, Esq., J. Munby, Esq. 



THE 

TREASDEER OF THE YORKSHIRE PHILOSOPHICAL SOCIETY 

IN ACCOUNT FOR THE YEAR 1873. 

INCOME. 

£. s. d. £. 8. d. 
Annual Subscriptions^ Sfc. : 

Members... 647 0 0 
Lady Subscribers. 66 3 0 
Associates . 14 0 0 
Arrears. 0 0 0 

727 3 0 

Admission Fees of New Members: 

Paid in Full. 12 0 0 
Paid by Instalments.... 38 0 0 

— 50 0 0 

Keys of the Gates.. 45 5 0 

Temporary Subscribers 5 0 0 

Rents: 

New Manor Shore Pro- 
perty . 100 0 7 ’ 

St. Mary’s Lodge . 54 1 8 
Museum House. 49 5 5 
Cottages in Marygate .. 19 10 4 
Boat Yard... 5 0 0 

227 18 0 

Gate Money. 291 13 0 
Swimming Bath. 20 0 0 
Sale of Guide to Antiquities .., 12 7 0 
Use of Tent. 9 0 0 
Donation from John Roper, Esq., 

towards the Repairs of the Green- 
houses . 50 0 0 

Permanent Debt: 

Yofkshire Insurance 
Company . I'JOO 0 0 

Due to Two Members, 
£50 each. 100 0 0 

-2000 0 0 
Ealance in Treasurer’s 
hands. .. 106 1 11 

Total Debtor Society, Jan. 1, 1874 £1893 18 1 

EXPENDITURE. IBC* 

£. 3. d. £. s. d. 
Crown Rents . 119 4 9 
Corporation Rents.. 51 9 10 
St. Mary's Lodge . 15 0 0 
Rates and Taxes. 15 4 8 
Water Rent. 6 11 6 
Insurance. 6 6 0 

213 16 0 

Salaries and Wages: 
Keeper of the Museum 130 0 0 
H. Baines (Pension).... 100 0 0 
J. Davison (Do.) .... 26 0 0 
Head Gardener. 70 4 0 
Lodge Keeper. 46 16 0 
Attendant, Museum .... 53 11 0 

Do. Hospitium .. 10 8 0 
Gardeners . 114 17 3 

551 16 3 
Interest to Insurance Company .. • • 74 19 4 
Commission to Bankers .. 3 15 0 

Museum, Estate, Sec,: • 
General Expenses and Repairs • t 120 12 7 

Gardens, Greenhouses, (^-c.; 
General Expenses and 
Repairs. 62 13 5 

Seeds, &c. 5 1 1 
Coals and Coke. 12 7 0 
New Greenhouse . 72 10 0 

152 11 6 
Purchase & Preparation of Specimens 7 1 6 
Library: Books and Binding .... 15 1 4 

Miscellaneous Expenses: 
Printing of Report and 

Communications .... 24 7 0 
Printing, Stationery, &c. 17 11 6 
Coals and Gas. 52 13 8 
Expenses of Lectures .. 19 17 7 

Do. Bands .... 14 10 10 
Cleaning of Hospitium 

and Painting Cases .. 24 13 4 
New Cases in ditto .... 76 18 1 
Roman Antiquities .... 40 4 8 
Carriage of Stone Coffins 10 18 10 
Postages and Petty Ex- 

penses . 2 10 7 
— 284 6 1 

£1424 0 4 
Excess of Income for the Year 1873 14 5 8 

£1438 6 0 

Permanent Debt: 
Yorkshire Insurance 
Company. 1900 0 0 

Due to Two Members, 
£50 each. 100 0 0 

-2000 0 0 
Balance due from Trea¬ 

surer, Jan. 1st, 1873.... 91 16 3 
Surplus of Income for 

the year 1873 . 14 5 8 
- 106 1 11 

£1893 18 1 

W. GRAY, 

Treasurer. 

Audited and found correct, 27th April, 1874.—WILLIAM PROCTER. 
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MEMBERS ELECTED IN 1873. 

Breslier, Eev. M. E., Coney Street. 

Cautley, Eev. E. H., MicUeyate. 

Crumbie, George, Stoneyate. 

Eerris, Eev. T. B. B., Clifton. 

Goodricke, Miss, Castleyate. 

Gutch, Jobn James, Holy ate Lodye. 

Hills, Thomas, The Pavement. 

Lodge, Mrs., St. Mary's. 

Mills, William, Bootham. 

Monk, E. G., Miis. Doc,, Minster Yard. 

Oakley, Eobert Henry, Coney Street. 

Palmer, Mrs., Mount Vale. 

Eaine, Eev. James, M. A., The Crescent. 

Turner, James Gibson, Parliament Street. 

Walker, John Francis, M. A., F. G. S., Gillyyate. 

Walker, Thomas, Lendal. 

LADY SUBSCRIBEES ADMITTED IN 1873. 

Beaumont, Mrs., The Mount. 

Fawcett, Mrs., South Parade. 

Hirst, Mrs., Fulford. 

Sherwood, Miss, Maryyate. 

Theakston, Mrs., Waterloo Place. 

ASSOCIATES. 

Chilton, E. F., Mieldeyate. 

Mawson, W. A., The Dispensary. 

Me. Leod, AV. F., 4, Duncombe Place. 

Spurgin, W. H., The Disimisary. 
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ALTEEATION 

IN THE LAWS OF THE SOCIETY, MADE AT THE 

SPECIAL GENEEAL MEETING, MAECII Ith, 1873. 

-0- 

That Eiile VII., Section 1, be altered so as to stand thus:— 

The Chair shall be taken at half-past two o’clock p. m., or as 

soon afterwards as five Members shall have assembled. 

EESOLUTIONS 

PASSED AT THE ANNUAL MEETING, MAECII Sun, 1874. 

——0- 

1. That the Eeport of the Council now read be adopted and 

printed for circulation amongst the Members, Lady Subscribers, 

and Associates of the Society. 

2. That the thanks of the Society be given to the Members of 

the Council retiring from office, also to the Treasurer, Secretary, 

and Curators, for their valuable services; and that authority be 

given to the Council to give admission to the Public to the Museum, 

on Wliit-Monday and Tuesday, under the same regulations as last 

year. 

3. That the thanks of the Meeting be given to the Chairman. 
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DONATIONS TO THE MUSEUM. 

GEOLOGY AND MINEEALOGY. 

Ferguson, Mr. D. 

Fox, W., Esq., (Hotham ^ 

Hall).] 

Herring, Mr. 

N. E. Railway, Directors of, \ 

and Nelson, T., Esq. .. j 

Whyteliead, Mr. T. B. .. 

Fossils fi’om tlie Lias and Chalk. 

Fossil Bones from Bielbeck Farm. 

Specimens of Minerals. 

Boulders from the Railway Excava¬ 

tions. 

Specimen of Iron Sand from 

Taranaki. 

0 

ZOOLOGY. 
Ferguson, Mr. D. Specimens of the Sea Mouse (Aphro¬ 

dite aculeataj. 

Hey, Yen. Archdeacon .. 76 Specimens of Coleoptera. 

Hollon, R. W., Esq., I Small S^Dotted Dog Fish (ScyJluim 

(Bournemouth) .) canicula). 

Rowe, Rev. G. Specimens of Coleoptera. 

Smith, Miss, (Sheffield) ,, Two Shells (Solarium perspecthum and 

Ovulum ovum), 

Wright, S. H., Esq. .,.. Specimens of Lepidoptera and Cole¬ 

optera. 

-0- 

ANTIQUITIES. 
Farrar, Mr. G. J. A. 

Gibson, J. H., Esq., M. D. 

Graham, Mrs.. 

Harding, Mrs., (Walhern 

Bectory, Herts.).. 

Coins of Carausius and Magnentius. 

Specimens of Roman Pottery, Glass, 

and Bronze, found in excavating 

for foundations of a house in 

Bootham. 

Small Brass Cross. 

Rubbing of a Brass, from St. Albans. 
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Hodgkinson, Eev. J. 

Leak, Mr. F., (WalmgateJ 

Melrose, Mr. J. 

Noble, T. S., Esq. 

N. E. Eailway, Directors of, ] 

and Nelson, T., Esq. .. j 

Oakley, Mr. 

Scott, Mrs. 

Smith, Mr. E. 

Sotheran, H., Esq. 

Wade, Eev. Gr. F. 

Walker, J. F., Esq. 

British Stone Axe, found at Strensall. 

Bowl of Samian Ware, from the 

Eailway excavations. 

Bone Pin, found in excavations in 

Davygate. 

Brass Seal of Eichard de Bristou, 

14th century. 

One Lead and two Stone Coffins. 

Thirteen plain Head Stones and Grave 

Stones (Cippi). 

Specimens of Pottery, Coins, &c. 

Gold Medieeval Eing, with inscrip¬ 

tion, found in Clifton. 

Encaustic Tile, from Meaux Abbey. 

Skull from the Eailway excavations. 

Eoman Coins found in Bootham. 

Three Iron Keys, and some Saxon 

Bronze remains. 

Bowl of Samian Ware, found in 

Burton Lane. 

Pot of White Glazed English Ware, 

17th century. 

German Flagon, 16th century. 

Nine Dutch Tiles, from Whitby. 

Pot and Jug of Fulham Ware, 

marked G. E. 

0 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Baker, J.B., Esq.Bust of the late Wm. Smith. 

Harding, Mrs., (Walhern 'i Two Clubs, Bow, Arrows, and Waist 

Rectory)...) Band, from New Zealand. 

Sea Cocoa Nut. 

Two Calculi from the body of a Horse. 

Whytehead, Mr. T. B. ., Specimen of New Zealand Flax 

(Phormiim tenaxjy as prepared by 

the East Coast Natives. 

Specimen of Kauri Gum. 
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LIBRARY. 

Association, British, for the 

Advancement of Science 

Association, Geologists’ ., 

The Author . 

The Author . 

The Author 

The Author 

j Eeport for 1872. 

Proceedings, vol. hi.. No. 1. 

Eeport for 1872. 

Catechism of Zoology, by Eev. J. F. 

Blake. 

Account of the late Eestoration and 

Antiquities of S. Mary’s, Castle- 

gate, by G. Hope. 

Natural History of Eedcar, by D. 

Ferguson. 

Library of National Antiquities, (vol. 

2., Yocabularies,) by J. Mayer, 

F. S. A. 

The Author . The Antiseptic System, by A. E. 

Sansom, M. D. 

Club, Tyneside Naturalists’) Natural History Transactions of 

Field .) Northumberland and Durham, 

vol. iv., pt. 2. 

Gould, Eawlins, Esq., ^ Cave’s Original Sketches, 2 vols. 

Executors of the late) fol. 

India, Geological Survey of Palieontologia Indica, vol. iv., pts. 1 

and 2. 

Memoirs, vol. viii., jits. 1 and 2, and 

vol. ix., pts. 1 and 2. 

Eecords, vol. v., pts. 1—4. 

Institution, Eoyal, of Great _ _. _ _ , ^ 

Britain i 

Northumberland, His Grace ) Mac Lauchlan’s Survey of the Eastern 

the Duke of .) Branch of the AVatling Street, 

1 vol., 8vo., Plates, 1 vol., folio. 

Publishers, The .. Nature, (Journal) for 1873. 

Eead, W. H. Eudston, Esq, Journal of the Limiean Society. 

Zoology, No. 56. 

Botany, Nos. 68—73. 

Proceedings, 1872-73. 

Journal for 1873. 

Journal, Nos. 113—116. 

Society, Chemical, 

Society, Geological 
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Society, Hull Literary and ) _ , _ ^ 
Eeport for 1872. 

Jrliilosopmcal .) 

Society, Leeds PMlosophi- | 

cal .; 

Society LiveiTOol Literary | 27. 

Society, Mancliester Lit-) 
T Proceedings for 1873. 

erary and Pnilosophical; 

Society, Eoyal Astronom-) Astronomical, Magnetical, and Meteor- 

ical.  ; ological Observations made at 

Green-wich in 1870. 

Society, Eoyal, of Edin- \ Transactions, vol. xxvi., pt. 4. 

biu’gli.j Proceedings, 1871—72. 

Society, Zoological . Transactions, vol. viii., pts. 3—5. 

Walker, J. F., Esq. Muratori Novus Tliesaiirus Veterum 

Inscriptioniim, 4 vols. fol. 

SEEIAL WORKS SUBSCRIBED FOR. 

Corpus Inscriptionum Latinarum (7 vols. with Atlas of Plates and 

Supplement publisbed). 

Birds of Asia, by John Gould, F. E. S. (25 parts publisbed). 

Natural History of the Tineina, by H. T. Stainton, F.E.S. (13 vols. 

published). 

Nautical Almanack. 

Proceedings of the Zoological Society, with Illustrations. 

Publications of the Palaeontographical Society. 

Publications of the Eay Society. 

Sowerby’s Thesaurus Conchyliorum, col. plates (29 parts published). 

The Zoological Eecord (Annual). 

London, Edinburgh, and Dublin Philosophical Magazine. 

Annals and Magazine of Natural History. 

Geological Magazine. 

Journal of the British Archaeological Association. 

Numismatic Chronicle. 

Meteorological Magazine. 
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COMMUNICATIONS 
r 

TO THE 

MONTELLY MEETINGS 

OF THE V 

YORKSHIRE PHILOSOPHICAL SOCIETY, 

1873. 

January Tth.—The Rev. J. Kenrick called attention to 

a Sarcophagus exhibited in the room, and lately exhumed in 

the excavations for the new Railway Station. On the edge of 

the cover were the customarv letters, d. m. The commencement 

of the inscription had been unfortunately fractured, and the 

first part of the name of the occupant was consequently illegible, 

hut the last letters appeared to be latoris. The remainder 

was DEC. COL. EBORACEX. In the second line vixix annis 

xxviiii MENS the number of the months being illegible. A 

third line, wholly illegible, probably contained the name of the 

person dedicating the sarcophagus, and his relation to the 

deceased. It was known from the Sarcophagus of M. Vere- 

cundus Diogenes, of which I have given an account in “ Papers 

read before the Yorkshire Philosophical Society, page 52,” that 

Ehoracum was a colony, and inscriptions existed to a Decurion 

of Glevum (Gloucester), and Lindum (Lincoln), but this is the 

first evidence that York enjoyed a municipal constitution, of 

which the order of Decurions was an essential part. 

The town population in the imperial times was divided into 

the Decuriones and the populus or plebs. The order of the 

Decurions was composed of persons possessing a certain amount 

of property. They possessed also the nomination of the local 

magistrate, the duumvir or quatuorvir, who presided in the 

Curia. The Decurions were a sort of Town Council, and many 

things done by the community, generally of minor importance. 

c 
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are said in inscriptions to be done by their decree. Their oihce 

was burdensome, as they had to raise the taxes and make good 

deficiencies. They could not sell their landed property without 

leave of the Government, and were subject to various arbitrary 

and vexatious restraints. The taxes became more oppressive in 

the decline of the imperial power, and the poverty of the middle 

classes •was one of the chief causes of the ultimate downfall of 

the empire. The evidence which was wanting in 1847 to prove 

that York had a municipal constitution. Time, the great 

revealer, has at length brought to light. The monument of 

M. Verecundus Diogenes ended its history as a horse trough for 

a public house in Hull. A. better fortune has awaited that 

before us, to rest secure in our Museum, along with the altars of 

gods and the memorials of emperors. 

April 1st.—The Rev. J. Kenrick read a paper, of which 

the following is an abstract, on the question—Who built the 

Roman Wall between the Tyne and the Solway?” He said. 

Notwithstanding the magnitude and importance of this work, 

antiquaries and historians have been much divided in opinion 

as to its builder. Magno se judice quisque tuetur.” Horsley 

differs from his predecessors ; Hodgson, Wellbeloved, and Bruce 

differ from Horsley; Merivale differs from them all. Dr. Bruce’s 

splendid volume, which is on the table, gives so complete a 

representation of the remains of the wall, that it may not be 

presumptuous, in one who has seen only a fragment of it, to offer 

an opinion on its age and builder. My inquiry will be confined 

to the walls ; the earthworks, which have been called respect¬ 

ively the agger and the vallum, having been raised either as 

limites, or as defences against attacks from the south, while the 

wall w^as evidently intended as a defence against the Caledonians. 

The historical evidence is somewhat ambiguous, in consequence 

of the loose way in which both Greek and Latin writers use the 

terms teichos, murus, and vallum. On the whole, however, it 

seems the true explanation of the words of Capitolinus, that 

Antoninus Pius, Hadrian’s successor, built ‘^another wall of turf 

across the isthmus between the Forth and the Clyde,” that 

Hadrian’s wall was also of turf. Of this wall of Antoninus there 
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are considerable remains^ wbich show that, instead of being 

a mere earthen mound, the rampart was of mingled stone and 

earth, strengthened by sods of turf. Stations were erected along 

the line, which appear to have been either revetted with stone 

or built entirely of that material, and there were smaller castella 

between them. In short, the difference between the wall of 

Antoninus and that for Avhich Hadrian and Severus are respect¬ 

ively claimed as builders, is that the latter was of stone from end 

to end, while in the former stone was not continuously used. 

Numerous inscriptions, in w^hich the name of Antoninus or his 

legate, Urbicus, occur, have been found along the line. Those 

who attribute the building of a continuous wall to Hadrian rely 

on the inscriptions of the age of Hadrian found in different 

parts of it. And this w^ould be decisive, if it were certain, that 

they had been from the first in the place in wdiich they have 

been found. Hitherto this has not been proved ; it does not 

appear that any one of them has been so connected with the wall 

of the station in which it was found as to prove that it was placed 

there at the time when the w^all was built. Now if we suppose that 

Hadrian’s w^all was like that of Antoninus, partly turf and partly 

stone, having either in itself or in the adjacent stations, inscrip¬ 

tions to his honour, it is c[uite conceivable that w^hen Severus 

built a continuous wall of stone the old materials would be used 

for its construction, and that among them inscribed stones of 

Hadrian’s time might be used. It was quite natural that 

Severus, after his return from his campaign in Caledonia, should 

be impressed with the necessity of strengthening the barrier 

which Hadrian had erected, and this will explain the ascription 

of the entire wall to him by the Latin historians, Spartian, 

Aurelius Victor, and Eutropius. It is true that no inscription 

to Severus has been found on the wall, but from an inscription 

on a quarry near the line it appears that it was worked during 

his reign. Mr. Merivale, author of a History of the Homans 

under the Empire, now Dean of Ely, rejects the claim both of 

Hadrian and Severus, and supposes the wall to have been built 

in tbe reign of the Emperor Theodosius and by the command 

of his renowned general Stilicho. But he relies chiefly upon 

the evidence of the poet Claudian, who wrote in an adulatory 
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and exa^grerated strain three books of hexameter verse in honour 

of Stilicho. It is probable that before taking leave of Britain 

he may have repaired or strengthened the wall of the Lower 

Isthmus, which would he ground enough for a courtly poet to 

ascribe its construction to him ; hut such a work quite surpasses 

the power of the Roman Empire in that age of weakness and 

decay* 

April 1st.—R. Davies, Esq., F.S.A., read the following 

paper on The Plague at York in the Seventeenth Century.*’ 

The Plague was raging in London clurkig great part of the 

year 1603. The new monarch had scarcely taken possession of 

the throne he had so long coveted, when he and his Scottish 

courtiers were driven from the metropolis by this destructive 

visitation, t Commencing its ravages in the month of March, it 

attained its culminating point in September, gradually moderat¬ 

ed in the latter part of the autumn, and had almost disappeared 

before the end of the year. 

The citizens of York had enjoyed an immunity from the 

dreadful scourge of the pestilence for more than half a century. 

Some alarm was occasioned a few years before the death of 

Queen Elizabeth, by the appearance of infection in the North 

Riding. Thirsk and Richmond, and some neighbouring places 

were visited, but the disease did not extend to the capital of the 

county. 

* Since tlie above paper was written, Dr. Hiibner of Berlin, in the 7th volume 

of the “ Inscriptiones Latina?," has declared his opinion in favour of Hadrian’s 

claim. 

t King James I. entered London on the 7th of May, and on the 29th he issued 

a Proclamation commanding all gentlemen to depart from the court and city on 

account of the plague. (Cal. State papers, 1603—1610, p. 11.) Is it possible 

that the Scots had carried the infection from their own country ? Many places 

in Scotland had been visited long before the departure of the King. In a letter 

from the Lord Chancellor of Scotland to the Lord Chancellor of England, dated 

30th of October, 1606, Lord Dunfermelyne says, “The onlie truble we haiffe is 

“ this contagious sicknes of peste, whilk is spread marvelouslie in the best tovmes 

“ off this realme. In Edenburght it hes bene continual! this four yeares ; at the 

“ present not werie wehement, hot sik as stayes the cowmoun course of admin- 

“istration off justice, whilk cannot be weill exercised in nae other plaice.’’ 

(The Egerton papers, Camden Soc., p. 406.) Newcastle upon Tyne, where the 

disease soon afterwards broke out, was one of the tovms at which King James 

and his Scottish followers rested several days, in their progress through England. 
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In July, 1603, the people of the north were aware that 

the mortality in London had increased to a frightful extent. 

But when news came to York that the disease was then raging 

in the populous towns on the hanks of the Tyne, the citizens 

began to tremble for their own safety. A. watch was ordered to 

be set to prevent suspected persons from entering the city, and 

other proper precautions were taken. Happily, the summer 

passed without the appearance of infection at York. 

In October the epidemic had found its w’ay into the rural 

districts of Yorkshire. Some of the villages in the wapontake of 

the Ainsty-—Oxton, near Tadcaster, and Bilton and Bickerton, 

near Wetherby—were infected. The authorities at York, 

supposing the disease to have travelled from the south, made 

an order that no Londoners should be admitted into the city 

without licence. In the following month the same prohibition 

was applied to persons coming from Hull, where the plague 

had then actually arrived, and mariners and fishmongers were 

ordered to abstain from going or sending to that town. 

In December, to the great alarm of the citizens of York, a 

case of strong suspicion occurred close to their very walls. One 

Christopher Wilson, a porter, living in Gillygate, died, as it was 

greatly feared, of the plague. It was determined to have some 

expert and skilful person to view the body of the deceased, to 

know certainly whether he died of the plague or no. A person 

called Bobert Thackwray was appointed to perform this duty.* 

His report was probably favourable. A fortnight afterwards 

an order was made, which shows that the public apprehension 

had abated. Certain wares, wLich had been brought from 

London, and were not permitted to be exposed for sale, had been 

laid up a long time in St. Thomas’s Hospital. The owners were 

now directed to have their goods again, on causing the same to 

be aired there until Monday next. The persons employed in 

airing the goods were to remain without the city until that day. 

After Christmas the metropolis was reported to be free from 

infection, and a few weeks later the York authorities ventured 

* Thackwray was paid 3s. 4cl. for his pains. In January, 1604, when all fear 

had, for the present, passed away, he left the city with a gratuity of 5s., towards 

the expenses of his journey to London. 
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to permit London wares to be brought to the city ; the purchasers 

being warned to be careful of whom they bought. 

In the first week of March, 1604, immediately after the 

election of members to sit in the first parliament of King James 

I., it was known at York that the plague had appeared in several 

towns in the neighbourhood. Again orders were given for 

keeping a strict watch; especially as the county election was at 

hand, which would draw a great number of people from all 

parts of Yorkshire. 

On the 14th of March, orders for a strict watch were repeated, 

and the ministers and parish-clerks were required to make a 

weekly return of the men, women, and children, -who died in 

each parish, their names, and of what sickness they died. 

A month later the alarm had much increased. On the 18th 

of April, the time (it is recorded) is very dangerous by reason 

of the infection of the plague in divers towns near the city.” 

The bodies of those who died in the city were ordered to be 

viewed, and the disease they died of, to be certified. The Walm- 

gate district was thought to be most in jeopardy, and warrants 

were issued to the wardens of that ward to adopt rigorous 

measures of precaution. A house at Tadcaster was reported to 

be infected, and one of the aldermen rode over to give relief to 

the poor people who occupied it. Before the close of this month 

the worst fears of the citizens were realised. The plague was. 

begun. 

On the 27th of April, the Lord Mayor was requested to obtain 

from Newcastle, a cleanser and a viewer, skilful in viewing 

infected persons, and cleansing infected houses ; and on the .2nd 

of May, several sanitary orders and regulations were made by 

the corporate authorities. No bride-beds were to be made. 

Not too many wives were to be allowed to resort to sick wuves’ 

labour; not above twelve at most at one time. The poor were 

to be relieved at their own abodes and not suffered to go abroad. 

Temporary lodges’were built on the Horse Fair, and on Hob 

Moor,* to receive those who were feared to be infected. Alreadv 

* The Horse-fair was a piece of open ground distant about a mile from the walls 

on the northerly side of the city. Hoh-moor was, and continues to he a larg-e 

common pasture, lying on the west side of the city, nearly two miles beyond 

Micklegate Bar. 
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some were removed from Peter-lane to tire lodge on Hob Moor, 

and the wardens were required to watch them. A city officer 

was ordered to go through the streets, and give warning to all 

the inhabitants to kill their dogs, bitches, mastiffs, hounds, 

and greyhounds, or else keep them in their houses ; and like¬ 

wise to kill all their cats, or else he would kill them. To 

encourage his vigilance in destroying the poor inoffensive cats, 

he was to be rewarded with 2d. for each cat he killed, and the 

skin. 

The members of Parliament for the city, who were then in 

London, wrote to the Lord Mayor on the 24th of May. After 

giving an account of their proceedings in matters of business 

concerning the city, they add : It is not a little sorrow to us 

here that God his wrathful hand hath stroken our city with 

infection : the Lord of his mercy withdraw it from you, and 

defend us being here.” The Lord Mayor, in his answer, dated 

the 5th of June, says: There is a street, called Jilligate, 

wherein there was three or four houses infected, which street is 

payled up, but there hath none died in the street these twenty 

days last. There was a dyer’s house in Jeobergate, and all in 

that house died, and there is a painter’s house adjoining to that, 

forth of which there died a child, and the rest that were in the 

house were removed to the lodge on the Hob Moor,* which 

* The following passage occurs in the biography of Dr. Thomas Morton, 

afterwards Bishop of Durham, who was a native of York, and whose first 

preferment in the church was the rectory of Long Marston in the Ainsty, about 

six miles distant from Hob-moor. “ In the year 1603, fell that great and 

funebrious sickness of the plague at York, whereof some thousands dyed ; but 

the poorer sort of the infected were turned out of the city, and had booths 

erected for them on Hobmoore, near unto the city: for whose comfort and 

reliefe in that fatal extremity, Mr. Morton often repaired unto them from 

Marston, to preach unto them the word of God, and to minister consolation to 

their languishing soules ; having withall provisions of meat carried with him in 

sacks, to relieve the poorest sort withall. But, as often as he went thither, he 

suffered not any servant to attend him, but himselfe sadled and unsadled his 

horse, and had a private door-stead made through the wall of his study (being 

the utmost part of the house) for prevention, lest he might bring the contagion 

with him, and endanger his w^hole family. This was one of his works of mercy 

and'charity.” The life of Dr. Thomas Morton, late Bishop of Duresme, 12mo. 

York, 1669, p. 15. The ‘private door-stead’ still remains, and is shown to 

visitors with great pride, by the successors of the Bishop at Long Marston. 
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houses are cleansed ; also Francis Staines, a butcher’s house in 

the Little Shambles-end; also four houses in Trinity churchyard, 

in Goodramgate, which churchyard is payled up; also two 

houses in the Far Water-lane ; also John Harrison’s houses, at 

Bootham Bar ; also Arthur Wilson, a saddler, in Spurriergate. 

Also there are three houses which are feared to be infected 

within the city,—Hector Routledge house in Coneystreet,—a 

house on Bishophill,—and a house in Jeobergate; and these 

are all the houses that are infected within the city, to my 

knowledge.” 

The Lord Mayor’s letter gives us the first intimation of the 

disease having penetrated into some of the best parts of the city, 

as Coneystreet, Spurriergate, and Petergate, and that it had 

crossed the river and appeared on Bishophill, an airy and thinly 

populated district. It continued to spread rapidly. The annual 

feast of the trade-companies customarily held during this month, 

at St. Anthony’s Hall, was suspended, in regard of the 

infection of the plague being dispersed in divers places of the 

city.” Some of the principal inhabitants had already left the 

city, and others now began to hurry away. On the 28th of June, 

it was found necessary to make a special order, requiring all the 

aldermen ‘‘ to stay in the city during the visitation, for the 

governing of the city.” To those who were now absent, letters 

were written desiring them to return. Sir Robert Watter, who 

had been Lord Mayor the preceding year, had retired to his 

country seat at Ouseburn. He sent an excuse, but was informed 

that it could not be accepted; that the infection was so great 

ill the city, that unless the magistrates have great care, and take 

pains ill the governing and ruling of the city, and in taking 

order for the relieving of them, the poorer sort would not be 

ruled, which would be a great discredit to them.” A meeting 

was called for making a new assessment for the relief of the 

visited. Sir Robert Watter was commanded to attend, upon 

pain of being heavily fined. In his letter to Sir Robert, com¬ 

municating the order of his brother magistrates, the Lord Mayor 

says, ” divers of us have offered large sums of money to have 

licence to go into the country for the safety of our lives, which 

will not be granted.” 
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As the summer advanced, the mortality increased to a frightful 

extent, and persons of all ranks fled from the terrors of the 

pestilence. At a meeting of the Corporation, on the 16th 

July, scarcely a dozen members were present. They complained 

that the sheriffs, and most of the chamberlains and constables 

were gone forth of the city, abroad into the country, who ought, 

by reason of their offices, most especially to remain, and do their 

duty for the good government of the city.” The absentees were 

ordered to return under penalty for disobedience ; the sheriffs 

£100 each, the chamberlains £40 each, the constables £20 

each. None of those who had remained in the city were to 

leave it without licence, under heavy penalties. 

In August and September the pestilence had attained its most 

fatal degree of virulence ; the number of deaths in each of those 

months being three times greater than in either July or October. 

The threats and injunctions of the corporate authorities were 

now of no avail. “ When nature sickened, and each gale was 

death,” the city was deserted by all who had the means of 

providing abodes elsewhere. There w^ere a few exceptions. It 

is to the honour of the Lord Mayor,* and three or four of his 

brethren, that they did not for a moment desert their posts. At 

the annual election of sheriffs, on St. Matthew’s day, (21st 

Sept.,) an occasion which usually brought together a large 

assembly of the citizens, the Lord Mayor, with only four 

aldermen, and three commoncouncil-men, were present. The 

few who attended imposed fines upon the absentees; but this 

had little effect. In the following week, w’hen a meeting was 

called for swearing in the newly elected sheriffs, the attendance 

was equally scanty; and at the only meeting held during the 

remainder of the year, no more than three aldermen appeared. 

One of the four who were present a month previously, had fallen 

a victim to the pestilence.t 

During the later autumnal and the winter months, the violence 

of the disease gradually abated. Before the close of this mayoralty, 

Alderman Thomas Herbert. The Lady Mayoress, his wife, was stricken 

with the infection, and died in the fatal month of Angnst. 

t During the year the corporation was deprived of the services of three of 

their Serjeants-at-Mace, and four of their Tipstaffs, who were cut off by the 

pestilence. 

I) 
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which terminated on the third of February, 1605, it had nearly, 

but not wholly, disappeared * It was not until towards the end 

of that month that the corporation ventured to introduce into 

the record of their proceedings the grateful and devout acknow¬ 

ledgment, that it had pleased Almighty God, of His great 

mercy, to appease and mitigate this great infection.” 

In the earliest printed notice f we possess of the destructive 

visitation of 1604, we are informed that there died of it 3,512 

persons.+ The parochial registers show that in seventeen of the 

more populous parishes of the city, the total number of burials 

in the last eight months of the year, viz., from the 1st of May to 

the 31st of December, was about 2,000.§ Upon a fair estimate 

of the burials in the remaining parishes of the city and suburbs 

during the same period, they may be taken at about 1,500. 

Thus the traditional aggregate of 3,512 may be reasonably 

concluded to be a close approximation to the truth. That perfect 

accuracy was unattainable, even at the time, is obvious from the 

following remarkable entry in the burial register of Saint Olave, 

Marygate, one of the most populous of the suburban parishes:— 

1604. Thes moiithes followinge, viz., August, September, 

* A considerable number of merchants and tradesmen, ^vbo bad fled from the 

city whilst the plague was raging, had carried on business at Tadcaster, Selby, 

and other market-toTvms in the neighbourhood, where they still remained with 

their merchandize and goods, thereby drawing away the trade from York. On 

the 21st of February, they were required to return to the city and resume their 

callings, under a penalty of £5 for each week of their continued absence. Mr. 

George Eosse, Mr. Lawrence Waide, Mr. William Brearey, Mr. Michael 

Hartford, Mr. Elias Micklethwaite, Mr. Matthew Topham, and 3L.’. Christopher 

Dickinson, were the names of some of the absentees. Several of them afterwards 

held high ofiice in the city. 

t Hildyard’s catalogue of the Mayors, &c., of the city of York, 8vo., York, 

1664, p. 45. 

X By a curious typographical error, the numerals are printed thus: 35012. 

In the republication of this little work, under the name of Torre, in 1719, the 

mistake is rectifled, but no addition is made to the history of the pestilence. 

§ See “Eeport on the Epidemics of York, especially those prevalent in the 

16th, l7th, and 18th centuries, and on their connection with deflcient sanatory 

regulations.” By T. Laycock, M. D. This able and interesting memoir was 

printed with the “First Eeport of the Commissioners for inquiring into the 

state of large towns and populous districts,” presented to the crown in 1844. 

The author, who was then physician to the York Dispensary, is now Professor 

of Physic in the University of Edinburgh. 
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Octobre, November, and December, people dyed so fast that 

theye could not be well remembered, tyll tbe 5 of December, 

when the seknes abayted.” 

Mr. Drake, in his History and Antiquities of tbe city of 

York,” briefly notices the plague of 1604. His account of it is 

comprised in a single paragraph :—At York, died of it to the 

number of S512 persons. A number [which] would make a 

great gap in its present inhabitants. The markets were all cried 

down; the lord president’s courts adjourned to Hipon and Dur¬ 

ham ; many of the citizens left their houses. The infected were 

sent to Hob-more and Horsefair, where booths were erected for 

them of boards. The minster and minster yard were close shut 

up. This is the last contagion this city has been visited with. 

Et avertat Dens in oeter7iumr* We may admire the historian’s 

pious apostrophe, though we cannot admit the truth of his 

assertion that this was the last visit of the plague to York. 

At intervals, for several years afterwards, the tranquillity 

of the citizens of York was disturbed by threatenings of 

the reappearance of this dreadful visitor. In Jan., 1607, news 

was brought to the city that Drax, Templehurst, Camblesforth, 

Carlton, Rockliff, and Barlow were greatly feared to be infected 

with the plague, and a strict watch was ordered to be kept. In 

April of that year, three or four houses at Pontefract were 

reported to be infected. In July, 1610, the infection was sore 

dispersed in Beverley, Bishop Burton, and other places in that 

part of Yorkshire. Again a strict watch was kept at York. 

In the metropolis itself, the plague that began in 1603, lasted 

eight successive years. The number of deaths occasioned by 

the infection, which occurred within the bills of mortality, 

exceeded 2000 in each of those years.f 

May 6th.—R. Davies, Esq., F. S. A., read the following 

continuation of his paper on The Plague at York in the 

Seventeenth Century.” 

Eboracum, p. 121. Mr. Drake’s ignorance of tbe events that happened in 

the city in the years 1625 and 1631, has misled subsequent writers. See Dr. 

Laycock’s Eeport, p. 258, and Mr. Durrant Cooper’s Notices of the Plague of 

1665-6. Archa3ologia, vol. 38, p. 20, note b. 

t Tracts relating to the Plague, 8vo., London, 1721, p. 60. 
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During the four years that folloAved the great visitation of 

1625, by which more than 35,000 of the inhabitants of London 

were swept away, the mortality from the plague had gradually 

diminished; and in 1629 the return of deaths from that cause 

was nil* But the snake was only scotched, not killed.” In 

the autumn of the same year the king Avas informed how the 

plague was approaching on both sides of the kingdom.”! The 

disease was then ravaging the opposite coasts of France and 

Holland, but did not actually appear in the English metropolis 

until the following spring. As summer advanced the infection 

spread, and in June the fearful dispersion of the plague in 

London” is spoken of. Other parts of the kingdom were also 

visited, and Cambridge especially was severely afflicted. 

The citizens of York were on the alert. In May, strict watch 

and ward were ordered to he kept. The measures adopted were 

so far effectual as to save the city from the pestilence this year. 

But the visitation was only deferred for a short time. 

In June, 1631, the Lord Mayor of London reported to the 

Privy Council that the sickness had been wholly withdrawn, 

and he attributed this happy result to the vigilance of the city 

offlcers. Probably the active measures which purified the 

metropolis, were the cause of mischief to other places. If per¬ 

sons diseased were driven from, or permitted to leave London, 

they would inevitably carry the infection into the provinces. 

In the month of April, great consternation w^as raised among 

the people of York, by the appearance in the city, of a man 

called Balph Best, who had escaped out of an infected house in 

St. Martin’s-lane, London, and was come to York, bringing his 

goods with him. He was immediately taken into custody and 

placed in confinement. The city magistrates thought the 

circumstance of sufflcient importance to he communicated to the 

Vice-President and Council of the North, who were then assem¬ 

bled at York, and with their concurrence, it was determined 

that Best’s goods should he burnt, and that he should remain 

imprisoned in Monk Bar, where he then was, till the change 

of the moon.” 

Tracts on the Plague, p. 61. 

t Secretary Dorchester to Lord Keeper Coventry, Oct. 16, 1629. Cal, State 

papers, p. 80. 
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This happened on the 2nd of May, and nothing further ap¬ 

pears to have transpired at York until the latter part of the 

ensuing month, when unfavourable intelligence was brought to 

the city as to the condition of some parts of the West Riding, 

and the authorities issued an order that all manner of persons 

should forbear to go to Leeds, or to receive any that come from 

thence, or their wares or commodities, at their perils; and that 

especially all the innkeepers in Micklegate, and without that bar, 

should lodge none of them.” Four persons in the night, and two 

in the day, were to keep watch at Micklegate Bar “ during this 

time of dangerand one person to watch every day and night 

at every bar, for safety of the suburbs. 

On the 21st of June, the Lord Mayor of York addressed the 

following letter to the Alderman of Leeds :—Sir,—You were 

formerly pleased to certify by your letters, that the town of Leeds 

stood clear from infection, which letters gave good satisfaction 

and cause of our joining with you in thankfulness. But now of 

late I have not heard of any certainty touching your safety, but 

there is a report raised up that some belonging to your common 

bakehouse are much suspected, and if that there be any danger 

in that house, it may soon endanger many families. I pray you 

therefore, that you will be pleased to write how it stands with 

you, for your letters will either give us cause to be glad of your 

safety, or otherwise, if there be cause of fear, to stir us up to use 

our best endeavours for the safety of this city. I heartily desire 

that God will be pleased both to withhold and withdraw his 

judgments from you and us, and shall be desirous to hear from 

you. In the meantime, with my remembrance, I take leave, 

and rest your loving friend, Robeet Hemsworth, Mayor.” 

The answer from Leeds was satisfactory. On the 25th of 

June the restriction was removed, and goods and people from 

that town, having a certificate from the alderman there, were to 

be admitted to come into the city. 

During July and the earlier part of August, all apprehension 

of danger from infection had subsided, and the citizens appear 

to have resumed their ordinary avocations and amusements.* 

'* On the 6th of July, the members of the Corporation had their customary 

annual fishing day on the river Ouse, and enjoyed excellent sport. With fair 
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About the middle of August, the Lord Viscount Wentworth, 

the Lord President of the Council of the North, arrNed at 

York, and took up his abode at the royal palace, called the 

King’s Manor. Scarcely had there been time for the civic 

authorities to offer to the representative of royalty the usual 

tokens of their respect, when the following alarming letter from 

his lordship’s secretary was received by the Lord Mayor 

My very good Lord,— 

It hath been informed my lord, this day, that the 

plague is vehemently suspected to be in the towns of Armin, 

Heck,Ilednesse, Gowle, Usfleet, and Swinfleet, in the wapentake 

of Osgodcrosse, in the West Kiding ; and likewise at Blacktoft, 

in the wapentake of Howdenshire, in the East Riding. His 

lordship hath already sent letters to the justices next adjoining 

the towns above mentioned in both ridings, as well for shutting 

up of persons suspected, as for furnishing them with such things 

as are necessary for them; and with all hath commanded me to 

give notice thereof to your lordship, that by your honourable 

care and discretion, the parties inhabiting in, or near those 

towns, may be kept forth of this city. So I kiss your lordship’s 

hand, and rest 

Your very humble servant, 

Thomas Edmunds. 

From the Manor, 

the 22 of Aug., 1631. 

On the 23rd of August, the Lord Mayor summoned his 

brethren to meet him in the Council Chamber upon Ousebridge. 

The secretary’s letter was read to them, and they promptly 

ordered that all the posterns of the city should be locked up, and 

the keys brought to the Lord Mayor to keep. They issued 

strict warrants to the constables to prevent the admission of 

persons from any of the infected places; they ordered a good 

watch to be set at the Staith, both day and night, for prevention 

of such vessels as came from any infected place ; they ordered, 

fishing- they took in their nets forty-one salmon, besides a great quantity of other 

fishes. These latter they distributed among the poor people in the hospitals. 

The salmon they divided among the aldermen, sheriffs, twenty-foiu’, and 

chamberlains, every one a salmon. 
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moreover, that a good watch should be set in every town in the 

Ainsty; and that a view he taken at every postern and place in 

the city walls “ where people get over/’ and that such places 

be secured, to prevent the same hereafter. A few days afterwards 

two good men in each parish were nominated to oversee that the 

constables were not slack in doing their duty. 

On the minutes of the 29th of August appears this appalling 

entry:—Whereas it hath pleased Almighty God to visit some 

persons in St.Lawrence Churchyard* with the infection of the 

plague, which came unto them by means of a woman which 

they received thither that came from Armyn, being now sore 

infected, and there are two dead of the said infection ; and 

they have all conversed one with another.” 

More rigid measures of precaution were at once adopted. Six 

watchmen were set to watch the persons in the church-yard, and 

to keep them therein, viz., four in the street on the foreside, and 

two on the backside in St. Lawrence Lees. The constables 

were ordered to set all tinklers, feather-women, beggars, and all 

other wandering strangers, out of the city, and such persons 

were not to he suffered to enter at any bar. No apple-sellers, 

nor other fruit or onion-sellers, were to be permitted, but wholly 

restrained from going abroad to sell the same. No persons to 

be suffered to go abroad with any clothes to sell. No person 

to resort to the houses of any of the sick, unless it he their keep¬ 

ers, or the surgeons that shall minister to them in the time of 

their sickness. A purveyor was appointed for buying of victuals 

for relieving the visited people in St. Lawrence church-yard, and 

a porter to deliver the meat unto them. 

The Lord Mayor and aldermen agreed to hold courts on three 

days in the week, at 8 o’clock a. m., during this dangerous 

time of infection.t 

On the 31st of August, the Lord Mayor "wrote to Aid. Besson, 

who was then residing in the country :— 

^ The churchyard of St. Laurence adjoins the high road from York to Hull, 

a few hundred yards beyond Walmgate Bar. A number of small mean dwellings 

were clustered around it. 

t The annual feast of the Merchants’ Company, appointed for Wednesday 

next, was deferred, and in respect of these dangerous times of infection, was 

ordered not to be held at all. 
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Brother Besson, 

1 assure myself you cannot but have heard ere 

this, how it hath pleased God to lay his hand upon us by 

visiting us with the infection. 

There are sixteen dead thereof in St. Lawrence churchyard, 

and one in St. Margaret’s parish. Heavy tidings, God knows, 

and such as have drawn not only a great deal of danger and 

care, but a heavy burden of charge and cost upon us in our 

several places, in both which we thought ere now we should 

have you here present to have borne your part; which, seeing 

you have hitherto forborne to do, it is thought fit by me and my 

brethren here and the whole Court to desire you (now at least) 

forthwith to make your repair hither, to ease us of some part of 

our burden; and withall to give you to understand that unless 

you so do, it is intended that such a course shall be taken to 

constrain you thereunto as perhaps will not be pleasing to you.” 

A similar letter was addressed to Alderman Belt, who was 

also an absentee, and upon him the Lord Mayor’s gentle hint 

had the desired effect. 

On the 31st August, the orders for a strict watch were repeated, 

and an assessment was laid for the relief of the infected persons. 

Three members of the Court were deputed to see the watch 

carefully set at St Lawrence churchyard, and to select a proper 

place for building booths or pest houses. 

The following letter from the Lord President himself was 

received on the 1st of September :— 

“ After my very hearty commendations, I am sorry to heal¬ 

th at the sickness hath set foot within the walls of this city, and, 

conceiving the danger to be very great, if God of his goodness 

divert not this plague from us, and that it may be the easilier 

prevented in the beginning, than hereafter when it may be our 

ill happ to have it further spread amongst us, I thought good to 

write thus much unto you, being myself this morning to go out 

of town by the King’s direction, about his Majesty’s business. 

You have here, under his Majesty, the charge and govern¬ 

ment of this people, which is to be required at your hands, both 

before God and man, more especially by myself and this Council, 

as persons trusted in chief and accountable as well as yourselves ; 

and therefore, in discharge of my own, not duty only to my 
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master, but my affection also to this town, I do expect that you 

punctually observe these orders following. Withall, I must tell 

you plainly, I will inform myself very diligently how they are 

observed and executed, and shall proceed severely to punish 

your negligence and others’ disobedience of them; and that 

shall Wilson, the chirurgeon, in particular smart for, when it 

may be he little dreams of it. These are not things to be jested 

withall. 

First, it is fit that you charge every master of a family that 

so soon as any of his house fall sick of what disease soever, that 

he instantly acquaint you the Lord Mayor, keeping himself and 

house private, and not admitting the visit of any neighbour, till 

you have informed yourself of the circumstances, and give 

direction how he shall be more restrained or less restrained of 

his liberty. 

Secondly, that you shall strictly inquire out all persons that 

have been amongst the infected, and without sparing of any, to 

cause them to be shut up, and there to continue till further order. 

Thirdly, that none be suffered to disperse their families into 

any other parts of the city or country, nor any presume to take 

any such persons removed into their house, without licence of the 

Lord Mayor, and that not to be by his lordship granted but with 

great circumspection and reason. 

Fourthly, that all fairs, feasts, and public meetings be pro¬ 

hibited, in particular one fair usually kept at this time of the 

year in Walmgate, until further allowance of myself and this 

council, when the state of the health of the city shall be better 

understood unto us than now it can be, upon the first breaking 

of this contagion forth amongst us. In this article I do not 

include meetings at divine service, nor yet the daily markets 

kept for the provision of the city. 

Fifthly, there Avould be some honest old people appointed to 

be searchers, who are to be distinguished by rods they are to 

have in their hands, and to be well allowed, so as they keep 

within doors, and not stir abroad, except at times of their search 

to be made. 

“ Sixthly, that some tents be set up, or houses in some out¬ 

skirts of this city be thought of and appointed, whither the 

meaner sort which may be suspected ought presently to be re- 

E 
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moved out of the city, there to remain till they be cleansed 

either of the sickness or of the suspicion. In particular I desire 

a butcher here in Marygate, whose name I wdll send you [Henry 

Wilkinson], who is known to have been in company wdth one 

on Sunday last that is now shut up, may be instantly removed 

to some such place, lest he might prove dangerous to his neigh¬ 

bours hereabouts, the rather for that being admitted by Alderman 

Croft (whose remissness therein I much blame) to depart on his 

own w^ords that he would go presently home to his house, and 

not depart thence without licence, was nevertheless abroad all 

day till ten o’clock at night, and then came home drunk. 

Seventhly, if any disorderly persons shall not obey your 

directions herein, and in such other directions as you in discre¬ 

tion shall think fit to be observed for the safety of the city, that 

if they be men of substance you do acquaint me and the council 

therewith, who you shall see will make their doings exemplary; 
if they be poor and mean people you are to appoint your officers 

to see them to be soundly whipped, several days after other, if 

there be cause, to the terror of such desperate people. 

Eighthly, that all the inhabitants be charged as much as may 

be to keep in their servants, and especially their children, who, 

by reason of their tenderness, are apter to take the infection 

than those which are of more years. 

Ninthly, that you advise with the phisicians, and learn from 

them the best rules their art affords whereby to hinder the 

increase or danger of the infection, and that the persons infected 

be told of such remedies as are good against the malignity of the 

disease. 

Tenthly, that you every day make me and the council, and in 

my absence, such of the council as remain, how you proceed in 

the performance of these orders, how they are obeyed or dis¬ 

obeyed, and by wEom, what persons or places die or are infected, 

to the intent such timely order may be given therein as is fit. 

Eleaventhlie, that you make liberal sessments for provision of 

those which are infected, and take care they be watched and tend¬ 

ed both for the safety of the city and recovery of themselves so far 

as may be. But when I name liberal sessments I do not mean 

such allowance to be made (as I understand the lewder sort of 

them would pretend), I mean not to luxury or waiitonness, but 
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to the necessity of nature in a competent manner and to sobriety. 

The sessments likewise of your other poor in general must he 

enlarged that so they may he kept at home^ and severely and 

justly punished if they stir abroad ; wherein I shall be ready for 

my own part in a time thus conditioned to give you a good 

example in my own particular, as I told you, my Lord Mayor, the 

other day. I will only add thus much more to the third article, 

that if any man disperse his family, or receive any so flitting with¬ 

out the privity of my Lord Mayor, that you cause both the house 

of the remover and receiver to he presently shut up and all the 

people in them, and so kept till the time of danger he run up ; 

and in particular in the present case of Mr. Alderman Lawne, 

looke you precisely hold this course to begin with, who hath been 

hold from the beginning of this infection in believing so little, 

and whose care in shutting up himself, albeit 1 commend, yet do 

I much blame him for sending his children into other parts of the 

town, and them also who have of their own heads received them. 

'' Finally, I well hope if these and such other good orders as 

you in your own cares and judgments shall supply, be severely 

put in practice, it will be the means next under God, to restore 

health into our dwellings; so as it behoves me to call upon you 

strictly for an account herein, which I shall most assuredly do 

very precisely; and it behoves you not to he negligent in so great 

a duty, wherein if you fail you shall not only offend highly 

against God and the public, but the blood of these men he 

required at your hands, which you shall suffer thorow your 

retchlesness to fall under this heavy affliction. ^ 

I will end this long letter with desire that you will for my 

own discharge send me at my return a copy, for I have not time 

to take one myself, and finally to tell you the greatest pity you 

can in the world shew to yourselves, the inhabitants of this city, 

together with your own wives and children, will be by using all 

severe and strict courses in the preventing the first beginning 

and appearances of this contagion amongst us. 

And so I rest. 

Your very loving friend, 

W ENTWORTH. 

Mannour of Yorke, 

this last of August, 1631.” 
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The peremptory and dictatorial tone of Lord Wentworth’s 

letter is highly characteristic of the writer. It was not the first 

time that he had given the civil rulers of York “ a taste of his 

quality.” The Lord Mayor and his brethren would probably 

wince under the Lord President’s arrogant assumption of 

authority over them within their own municipality, yet they 

could not but acknowledge the value and importance of his 

advice and directions, and they appear to have carried them 

scrupulously into effect. 

Orders were immediately issued for a daily account to be taken 

of those persons who dispersed their families or removed any of 

their household, and of any that were sick, with the nature of their 

disease; for the cleansing of all the channels, and streets, and 

for shutting up the houses of infected persons. Attention was 

chiefly directed to the spot where the disease first broke out. 

Persons living without Walmgate Bar were not to be admitted 

within the walls. Two members of the Corporation were 

specially appointed to see the watch carefully set and kept at 

St. Lawrence churchyard, and the infected places thereabouts. 

Fishergate Postern was to be kept shut, and opened only for the 

prisoners to fetch water from the well. The watch to be con¬ 

tinued at St. Lawrence churchyard, and to be newly set at St. 

Nicholas Lane end, and going up to Green-dykes, passengers to 

be told not to enter the city by Walmgate. The kyne that go to 

pasture on the common out of Walmgate Bar to go there still, but 

to be taken by the owners themselves only as far as the bar, and 

then driven to the common by a hirde, to be chosen at St. Nicho¬ 

las, and by him brought back to the bar at night, and left there to 

be fetched home by the owners. All the milkmaids to be re¬ 

strained and stopt at the bar, and not permitted to go forth to 

milk. Persons dwelling within the bar not to go out, nor come 

within five yards of any without the bar. Because the inhabitants 

without and within Walmgate Bar bring corn mostly to the mill 

in Heslington field on the backside of St. Nicholas, and the 

milner dwells without the bar, and has maintenance (being in¬ 

fected), therefore the mill shall be shut up and no corn ground 

there. 

Six persons to be appointed to watch, day and night; two at 
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the Ace House, two on the hill in the field, and two at Nicholas 

Lane end. The watchers to have three little sconces to keep 

them from the weather, and to watch from six to six. The 

aldermen and chamberlains and other members of the Corpora¬ 

tion to ride about daily to see the watch duly kept. 

We may imagine how difficult it must have been to enforce 

the observance of these regulations, many of which interfered 

inconveniently with the ordinary habits and occupations of the 

people. Some examples of contumacy are recorded. 

Alderman Thomas Lawne, who is spoken of by the Lord 

President in his letter to the Lord Mayor, had his residence 

without Walmgate Bar, not far from St. Lawrence churchyard. 

Bichard Atkinson, a neighbour of Alderman Lawne, had kindly 

received into his house one of the alderman’s family after they 

were supposed to be infected. Atkinson’s house was ordered to 

be shut up by locking the front door, nailing up the casements 

with little nails, and locking the back-door with a hang-lock on 

it; and a watchman was appointed to keep watch day and night. 

Atkinson was much aggrieved by this proceeding, and resisted 

the execution of the order, using very unfitting language. He 

said he would not have his door shut up, and he trusted he 

should keep his wife and family as safe and clear as any of them. 

He accused the magistrates of bringing a great scandal on the 

city, and said he could govern as well as any of them, and could 

have done wiselier himself. For his misconduct and disobedience 

a fine of £13 6s. 8d. was imposed upon him. 

Alderman Greenbury was charged with having received two 

of the suspected family of Mr. Lawne, his brother-alderman, and 

his house was therefore ordered to be shut up. Should he refuse 

to close it himself, his doors were to be locked and a watch set 

upon them. 

A constable going forth at Micklegete Bar, in performance of 

his duty, told a person, who was in the street between 10 and 

11 o’clock at night, that it was not fitting for him to be abroad 

so late, he answered that he did not care a-either for him 

or the Lord Mayor and aldermen, and if he meddled with him 

he would thrust his knife into him. For this misconduct the 

offender as ordered to be set in the stocks on the Pavement, 

and set by the neck at the pillory, and whipt there. 
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A blacksmith’s wife was whipt openly for saying that if the 

sickness would come in fast enough, she would run among the 

thickest of them.” 

In September, orders made by the Lord Mayor and aldermen, 

to be observed during the time of this infection, together with 

some rules prescribed by expert physicians, were made publicly 

known by copies being pinned or nailed upon four posts or 

otherwise, at Walmgate Bar and Fossbridge-end, upon the 

Pavement, at Micklegate stowpes, Minster-gates and Monk- 

bar :— 

ORDERS. 

1. When sickness of any kind soever appears in any house 

the Lord Mayor to be informed, and none to go into or out of 

such house until he give directions. 

2. None to disperse their families or remove any member of 

their household without licence of the Lord Mayor, and none to 

receive such persons so removed. If any disobey, their houses 

to be shut up. 

Precepts prescribed by learned and approved physicians. 

1. Let those poor people who are afraid to be infected by 

being employed about the sick, eat butter and bread, with sage, 

sorrell, or garlicke pilled, in the morning before their employment. 

2. Let them put into their drink ginger sliced, and steep in 

it the tops of wormwood, first washed and burnt. 

8. Let them shut in their mouths lettwall or angellico for 

w^ant of it, or gentian. 

4. Let them tie upon a stick, posie wise, a little piece of 

sponge well dipped in white wine vinegar camphorated, which 

they may have at the apothecaries. 

5. Let the infected house be perfumed with the perfumes of 

tar, pitch, or rosin, or juniper wood, and also all their clothes ; 

also let them perfume their houses with vinegar, or rosemary, or 

bay-leaves. 

6. If any botches or plague-sores arise, let them use either 

of these medicines to draw them to a head and to ripen and 

burst them, viz.:—Take the roots of white lilies, roast them well 

in a good quantity of sorrell lapped in a wet paper; then stamp 

them, and apply them hot to the swelling, and let it lie too 
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burn the plaister so taken off in the chimney fire. Or this : 

Take a quantity of leaven, a handful of mallows, of sorrell as 

much, of scabious as much, figgs ten, two injons pilled and 

sliced ; let all these be boiled in old ayle until they come to a 

soft pultis ; stamp it, and apply it hot to the place thick spread, 

and this renew every twelve hours, burning it after it is taken 

off as before said. They may drink (if they can get it) whigg 

or buttermilk, but not wey. All the above written directions 

serve as well (or more proper) for the infected, as for those who 

are not. 

Mr. Slinger, the apothecary, was desired to make plaisters to 

apply to the inside of the thighs of such as are in danger of fall¬ 

ing sick of the infection, which is thought to be very good for 

drawing out the malady and malignity of the disease. 

On the 9th September, four persons voluntarily offered to he 

hound to serve the markets with fresh butter at 3d. per lb., until 

May-day next. The offer was readily accepted. 

During this month a case of death by the infection occurred 

at Heslington, a village adjacent to the city. The event, hap¬ 

pening in the higher rank of society, created more than usual 

interest. 

Mr. Thomas Appleyard, a country gentleman, was staying at 

Mr. Richard Osbaldeston’s house in Lendal, in the city, when 

he was attacked by illness. He was immediately removed to 

the house of Mr. Witham, his father-in-law, at Heslington, and 

died there a day or two afterwards. All persons of either York 

or Heslington (except those of Mr. Witham’s household) were 

forbidden to attend his burial, or to go into the house. Other 

cases of infection afterwards appeared at Heslington, and several 

persons were shut up. Towards the middle of September the 

inhabitants of the Micklegate district, on the west side of the 

river Ouse, were thrown into a state of great alarm, by a report 

that the disease had been carried into that part of the city. One 

William Harrison, a person residing in a small house adjoining 

to St. Catherine’s Hospital, without Micklegate Bar, had been 

at St. Lawu’ence churchyard. His wife fell sick, and his house 

was ordered to he shut up. The hospital was also ordered to he 
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shut up and watched, and the house of a neighbour was to be 

closed, because he had sent his child to fetch yarn from Harrison’s 

house. A third person was ordered to stay in his house, because 

he had conversed with Harrison. In North-street, on the same 

side of the river, several houses were suspected, and ordered to 

be shut up. 

The Monkgate suburb did not escape. The household of a 

person residing on Barker-hill was ordered to be removed to the 

lodges in Tang-hall fields, and the street was ordered to be 

watched. All persons having kyne or horses in Tang-hall pas¬ 

ture were to remove them; the milkers in Payne-lathe-crofts 

were to take out their kyne. Soon afterwards all the inhabitants 

on Barker-hill were shut up, and a strict watch was set. 

As the disease continued to spread, a person from Malton was 

engaged as a cleanser upon the following terms :—He was to be 

paid 16s. a week ; he was to do his best endeavour for the help, 

ease, and cure of the sick and visited, and for washing, smoaking, 

airing, and cleansing of their houses and clothes, and other 

things therein, without embezzling any of them ; he was to keep 

himself apart and not come near persons not infected; he was 

not to go abroad, but with a keeper and a white rod in his hands. 

A day or two after the arrival of the cleanser, some persons 

in Nout-gate, a narrow street leading from Walmgate towards 

Fishergate Bar, were reported to be infected, and he was 

ordered to cleanse there. All persons were forbidden to buy 

second-hand clothes. 

On the 19th of September, the neighbouring villages of 

Osbaldwick and Heworth were suspected, and ordered to be 

watched. On the same day two of the aldermen, Matthew 

Tophan and Thomas Hoyle, were deputed to wait upon the Lord 

President and the ‘ Maisters of the church’ and move them to 

give directions for a General Fast, to be solemnised on such day, 

and in such manner as they should appoint. 

The continual advance and spread of the pestilence not only 

at York, but in several parts of Yorkshire, and of the adjacent 

counties of Lincolnshire, Notts,, and Lancashire, had now 

become most appalling; and the lord president thought it a 

fitting subject to be brought under the special notice of the 
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Government. On the 22nd of September, he wrote the following 

letter to the Secretary of State, Lord Dorchester. 

very good Lord, 

. It is full time in my iudgment to give your LoP a 

shortt accompt of our presentt condition in thes parttes, w®^ as 

it shall seeme good in your better wisedum, may he made 

knowen to his Maty, or my Lords of the Counsell, in case you 

would directte vs any thing more to be dun then is allready. 

True itt is, (that leaving our neighoures of Lancishire and 

Lincolnshire miserably distressed wtli the pestilence), that now 

wthin thes sixe week, the infection is cumd to ourselues in 

diuers partts of this County, and last of all into this Citty. Vpon 

the edge of Lancishire, ther is the toune of Heptonstall, wch 

hath neare forty bowses infected; Mirfeild, a little toune not 

farre of itt, hath lost ninescore persons, and both thes tonnes 

wthin four miles of Hallifax, w^h yet God be praysed, stands 

sounde, but much indangered, by reason of the great number of 

people, and lardge trade of clothing theraboutes. It is likuise 

in the tow tounes of Beeston and Holbecke, w^h are wthin one 

mile of Leedes, and if it should please God to visit either of thos 

greate tounes, Hallifax or Leedes, w^h tow allone trade more 

then all the cuntry besides, in good faithe it would mightily 

distresse and impouerishe all that side of the cuntrye. 

Againe on this side, ther is the toune of Rednes and Armin, 

both seated vpon this riiier, furiously infected, at the least four¬ 

score bowses infected, and a hundreth persons deade w’thin thes 

fine weekes, besides sum four or hue little villages besides, this 

being brought to vs forth of Lincolnshire, as on the other partte 

it was forth of Lancishire, and of the tow is obserued to be much 

more taking and deadly. 

Finally, it was brought heather by a lewde woman who brake 

forth of Armin, wtt the sore running vpon her, lodged in an 

outside of the toune, and ther vngratiously left itt behinde her; 

sine ther are deade in that street sum fourscore persons, and 

hath not as yet, God be praysed, gott wthin the walls, sauing 

in tow bowses, forth of w^‘^ all the dwellers are remoued to the 

Pest-howses, but is broken forth wthout the walls at tow other 

ends of the toune, and into Huntington and Acum, tow little 

villadges wthin tow miles of vs. 

r 
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Thus wee stande exspecting what God will doe for vs, I 

trust we are yet safe wthin the toune, and that winter cumming 

one w^ee may by God’s blessing recouer ourselues. The toune 

takes much comfortt in our stay heare, and would fall into 

affrights and confusion if wee should leaue them, soe as wee as 

yet hold on our ordinary sitting, and soe dispence of his Ma^es 

accustomed Justice to his people; and in good faithe, I should 

for my partte be very loathe to leaue them in this distressed 

case, seeing they conceaue they are much the better for my stay 

amongst them, and that in truthe I thinke they are now much 

more orderly then they would he vnder the gouernment of the 

Maior alone. 

All the meanes wee can thinke of haue been vsed to preuentt 

the spredding of itt, by inhibiting all the publicke faires hear- 

abouts, well might drawe a concourse of people togeither; our 

watches are very well and strickly keept in euery place ; all 

passadges betuixt vs and Lincolnshire by water stopped as much 

as may be, to the intent that cumming by lande they may be a 

little better aired before they cum into any partt of this County; 

and the visited persons well prouided not only for the necessities 

of nature, but of all such druggs and other medecins as the 

Phisitions aduise to be good to preuentt and correett the 

malignity of this contagion, soe as the better halfe of thos that 

haue had itt in this toune, is, thanks be to God, escaped. 

I feare I growe troublesum, but I am more particiilare in my 

relation, that knowing the truthe of our case, wee may by your 

LoPs meanes, be bettered by the wisedum of his Maty and the 

Lords, if ther be any other thinge wc^ they shall commaunde 

for our good or greater safety, amidst soe much danger. 

My Lord, the vttermost of the paines I will giue you for the 

presentt, shall be only to write myself 

Your LoPs very humble seruantt, 

Wentw^oiith.” 

York, this 22th of Septemb., 1631.* ” 

^ Cal. St. p. 1631, p. 150. 
[Endorsed] York, 22 7br., 1631. 

The Ld President of the North to the 
Ld Yisconnt Dorchester. 

P[ecr.] the 27 of Septr. 8 at Hampton Court. 
See also Cartwright’s Chapters of Yorkshire History, Svo., "Wakefield, 1872, 
p. 248. 
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*^^Eiien now they bring me worcle of the plague broken forth 

in another little tonne tow miles of.” 

More than three weeks had passed since the two absent 

aldermen. Belt and Besson, were required to return to their 

posts. The former had obeyed the Lord Mayor’s summons, but 

alderman Besson was contumacious, and on the 23rd September, 

the Lord Mayor wrote to him :—Brother Besson, we do daily 

find more and more the want of your being here with us for the 

government of your ward, for now Huntington being visited, 

we have cause to be more vigilant and careful over the watches 

at those out ends of the suburbs.” If he continued to absent 

himself, he was to be fined £20, and 5s. for each day’s absence. 

A week afterwards alderman Belt implored his brethren to 

allow him to be only three days of the week in the city, but they 

would not consent. They required him to be continually resident. 

In the midst of all these terrors and miseries, and with death 

constantly before their eyes, some persons were so unfeeling and 

reckless as to indulge in open revelry and dissipation. One 

Coke, who in this doleful and dangerous time” was seen 

dancing and fiddling without Walmgate Bar, where the disease 

was rifest, was ordered to be openly whipped. 

Seven men were in a house in the night time dancing, drink- 

ins, and revellins^, ^Mn these heavisome times of the infection.” 

They were fined 5s. a piece, and ordered to find sureties for 

their good behaviour. The Lord Mayor had given warning to 

the newly elected sheriffs not to hold the customary feasts on 

Michaelmas day, in regard of these perilous times of the 

infection. One of them, nevertheless, did entertain many 

strangers at dinner that day at his house, and a fine of £5 was 

imposed upon him. 

The city bellman was ordered to give public notice to the 

keepers of taverns and alehouses not to receive any of the 

inhabitants to tipple or drink, upon pain that both drinkers 

and receivers should be shut up. Some mischievous lovers of 

the bottle induced the bellman to disobey the orders given to 

him, and for this offence he was condemned to have his bell 

taken from him, and to be committed to ward till he confessed 

who willed him to stay his cry for restraining all vintners and 

alehouse keepers to receive any to drink in their houses. 
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Four women and one man wlio digged and raved up” 

clothes and other things that were buried in the ground for 

danger of infection, were set in the stocks, and taken out one 

by one, and set by the neck and hands in the gyns* there, and 

whipped. 

Two men who were fiddling, drinking, and dancing, on the 

Sabbath in sermon-time, and all the afternoon till eight o’clock 

p. m., were committed to prison, to the little ease.” 

Edward Hall, a spurrier, when the constable asked him how 

all did in his house, said, all were in health, but his cat was 

sick.” For this flippant reply, he was fined 10s., and committed 

to Monk Bar till he paid the fine. 

In the early part of October, the disease had partially abated, 

and several houses in the city which had been shut up, were 

ordered to be set at liberty. On the 17th, those who had been 

shut up in the hospital at Heslington, and in the Bean-hills 

near Fishergate Bar, were set at liberty. At the instance of 

Mr. Edmunds, the Lord President’s secretary, the household of 

Mr. William Allanson was ordered to be set at liberty. Two 

market gardeners were allowed to cut and offer for sale their 

cabbages which were growing out of AYalmgate Bar, so long as 

they did not go near the infected in that district. 

Yet fresh causes of alarm sprang up from time to time, and 

the order was repeated, that no person should visit any that 

were sick, or buy any goods of any other person during this 

time of infection, upon pain of having their houses closed. On 

the 24th, the inhabitants of Barker Hill, and all the residents 

without AValmgate Bar, were ordered to be shut up. Purveyors 

were appointed to lock the doors at night and open them in the 

morning, and supply the people with necessaries. One of the 

twenty-four to keep watch constantly. 

The town of Howden having been reported to be infected, 

persons coming from thence were not to be admitted into the 

city, and a watch was set at Castlegate postern to prevent them. 

Mr. Henry Bogers, “ one of the city preachers,” who had been 

shut up at Howden, and had ventured to return to ATork, was 

* The gyns vrere irons that had been made and fixed in a wall or post, for 

punishing those who were rebellious and would not be ruled. 
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only permitted to come into liis liouse upon condition that he 

did not go abroad for a few days, otherwise he was to he shut 

up for a month. 

Happily, before the end of October, a considerable improve¬ 

ment had taken place, which is indicated by the following entry 

upon the proceedings of the corporation on the 26th of that 

month :—it hath pleased Almighty God, of his infinite good¬ 

ness towards us, in some good measure, to stay his hand among 

us.” During the ensuing ten or twelve days, several persons 

in the city, and the people of Heslington, were set at liberty. 

Several who had been sent to the temporary lodges were 

permitted to return to their houses in the city, but such houses 

were to be kept locked and watched, and to be cleansed by the 

cleanser. Some from Noutgate-lane and Walmgate, who were 

still in the lodges, might be brought home, after the change 

of the moon,” if they stood safe in the mean time. 

As the winter season advanced, the infection seems to have 

diminished. On the 9th of November, the following order was 

made: And now in regard that the infection of the plague 

(God be thanked,) is well abated, and that there is not now any 

one sick within the walls of the city ; therefore the sheriffs may 

ride the bounds at the wonted time, and do other things as 

usual.” 

Still the disease hung about the suburbs, and in some of the 

neighbouring villages, and was not wholly extirpated within 

the walls of the city itself. 

In the earlier part of November, a woman and her child being 

reported to have died of the infection at Osbaldwick, the 

inhabitants were restrained of their liberty, and ordered to kill 

their dogs and cats, and keep in their swine. Before the end 

of the month both Osbaldwick and Heslington were again 

greviously visited, and in the Walmgate suburb of the city, 

where the disease originally appeared, cases of infection and 

suspicion occurred, and some persons were removed from thence 

to the Tang-hall lodges. 

Within the city one or two cases of alarm took place. In 

Coneystreet, Rebecca Dawson, a convicted recusant, died (as it 

was feared) of the pestilence. A watch was ordered to be set 
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at the dooi’j and the corpse to be viewed^ before it was buried, 

by the cleanser, who was to bury the body at night, not in the 

church or church-yard, but on Toft-green. In Petergate, an 

apprentice died suddenly, under suspicious circumstances. 

Yet the city authorities continued to he hopeful, and during 

the month of December they removed the restrictions from a 

great number of persons who had been shut up in their houses 

—some in Walmgate—some in the Water-lanes—others in 

Micklegate. Nearly all who were thus released, Avere required 

to make oath that they were free from any infectious disease to 

the best of their knowledge, and were then in health, and that 

whilst they were kept apart in their OAvn houses, they had not 

^ accompanied ’ with any that were suspected to he sick of the 

infection, and that they would not thereafter come near any 

suspected place or person. 

Among the persons Avho were set at liberty after their long 

seclusion, were the family of Alderman Lawne, without Walm¬ 

gate Bar, who were nearly the first to he suspected. They 

were now allowed to leave the house and come into the city, 

hut the alderman himself was to forbear attending divine service 

at the minster for the two ensuing sabbaths. 

In the hopes and expectations Avhich the citizens of York 

had indulged, that they should arrive at the termination of the 

year with a clean bill of health, they were doomed to disappoint¬ 

ment. A few days before Christmas, the death of Mr. Arthur 

Pepper, a respectable merchant, took place under suspicious 

circumstances. His body was ordered to he vieAved by three or 

four honest women, and if no appearance of infection presented 

itself, he was to he buried in the church, and Mr. Ascough 

might preach his funeral sermon, but no person Avas to be 

alloAved to go into his house to eat or drink, except those Avho 

must of necessity. 

On the last day of the year, a case of decided infection occurred 

in one of the principal streets of the city, Avhich rencAved the 

general alarm and anxiety, and Avas the cause of great annoyance 

and inconvenience to many of the inhabitants. It was reported 

to the authorities that one Pichard Smith, a potter, residing in 

Micklegate, had died of the sickness. An order was immediately 
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made that no physician, apothecary, or other person professing 

the like art, should visit, or minister physic, to any sick person, 

without the Lord Mayor’s licence. The servants of Alderman 

Micklethwaite, and his son. Dr. Joseph Micklethwaite, a phy¬ 

sician, both of whom lived in Micklegate, had been so incautious 

as to visit Richard Smith during his illness. A peremptory 

order was issued that both the Alderman, and his son the 

doctor, should keep their houses, and not go abroad unless it 

were to take the aire on their backsydes and they were 

required to kill their dogs and cats. Leonard Anderson, an 

apothecary, who ministered to Richard Smith and his family, 

was restrained from going abroad, and allowed to have only one 

of his shop-windows open. Several other persons in the neigh¬ 

bourhood who had visited Smith, were also shut up, the 

constables to keep their keys, and a watch to be set at their 

fore-doors and back-doors, and their kyne to have water given 

them at their back-doors. 

One Troutheck, of Bramham, who had given a glyster to 

Smith when he was sick, to be reported to Sir Edward Stanhope, 

who lived at Grimston, in that neighbourhood. 

The most rigorous measures were resorted to, for preventing 

contagion. Strict watch was ordered to be set over all persons 

who were supposed to have had the slightest intercourse with 

Smith or his family. The purveyors were to supply necessaries 

to those who were shut up ; and to receive their money in 

water.” Two persons, who were known to have visited the 

deceased, were fined £5 each, and several others were fined 

20s. each for the same offence. Smith’s family were at first 

placed in a house on Toft-green, hut were afterwards ordered 

to be removed to the Tang-hall lodge, if they might without 

danger of their lives. The removal of them was to be made at 

eleven o’clock at night—a cart to be provided, which they 

themselves were to load with their ^ stuff,’ and the horses and 

cart to stay in the Tang-hall fields for a week or so. Whilst the 

family remained on Toft-green, the two kyne and a horse that 

had belonged to Smith, were to be driven to Knavesmire and 

there swum in the water, and afterwards put up in a close in 

Bishopfields, 'and there the kyne were to be milked, and the 
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milk carried to the family; but they who carried it were not to 

come near them, but pour it into a ^ skeele ’ to be set out for the 

purpose. An intimation was given to the Aldermen of Leeds, 

that one Powell, a metal-man who dealt there, had had much 

dealing with Smith. 

Towards the close of the month of January, the alarm sub¬ 

sided. Those persons who had been under restraint for having 

had intercourse with Smith’s family, were set at liberty upon 

taking the prescribed oath, and upon condition that they should 

go abroad sparingly. 

Several families in Blakestreet, Barker-Hill, and other parts 

of the city, and even those in St. Lawrence church-yard, and 

without Walmgate Bar, were no longer kept in durance. But 

it ^vas premature to conclude that the poison had been 

thoroughly eliminated from that unfortunate quarter. In the 

month of march, a child died in Walmgate. Alderman Lawne 

was directed to institute a strict inquiry, upon oath, as to the 

circumstances attending the child’s death—how long it had been 

sick—when the rising of the breast first appeared—and the 

manner of the swelling and the sickness—whether it had any 

scouring-T-whether the family had had any dealings with, or 

bought any clothes or other things of any person lately infected 

—or could suppose or suspect how the child might have come 

by any infection. 

The cleanser was ordered to view and bury the corpse, wdiich 

was to be carried to the grave-side by those of the family. The 

father of the child, and those who visited his house, were shut 

up. 

This is the last recorded case of death by the infection. 

During the months of April and May, those who had been shut 

up, were from time to time released, and most of those wdio had 

been sent to the lodges were allowed to return to their dwellings, 

but were to be watched for a month. Finally, the services of 

the cleanser were no longer necessary, and he w’as sent home. 

It was not until the beginning of June, that the widow and 

family of Richard Smith, wdiose death had been the cause of so 

much uneasiness, were allowed to quit the lodges, and return 

to their own abode. They were required to take the prescribed 

oath, and to promise to avoid a concourse of people. 
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On the 25th of June all apprehension had ceased, and the 

corporation agreed to move the Lord President and the Dean 

to appoint a day of general thanksgiving for the great mercy 

of God towards this city, in delivering the same from the late 

sickness of the Plague.” Their request would, doubtless, he 

complied with; and we may conceive the sense of fervent grat¬ 

itude and joy that would prevail throughout the city, upon being 

relieved from the harassing terror and distress which had been 

endured for the last nine months. 

The pestilence of 1631 appears to have been most destructive 

of human life in the vicinity of the church-yard of St. Lawrence, 

where it was originally brought by the lewd woman from Armyn. 

In that suburb of the city, as we learn from Lord Wentworth’s 

letter to the Secretary of State, at least eighty persons had fallen 

victims to the virulence of the sickness within three weeks after 

its first arrival, and to that number a considerable addition 

must have been made before the close of the year. The preceding 

narrative contains nothing from which it can be inferred that 

the cases of infection were numerous within the walls of the city. 

The parochial registers do not show that at any time during 

the visitation the number of deaths much exceeded the ordinary 

rate, except in the parish of St. Lawrence. So prompt and 

vigorous were the means of prevention adopted by the civic 

authorities, whenever a case of infection, or even of suspicion, 

occurred, that the spread of the disease by contagion, was in 

most instances effectually stayed. The city was greatly indebted 

to the recommendations, or perhaps they may be more properly 

termed the commands, contained in the admirable letter ad¬ 

dressed by Lord Wentworth to the Lord Mayor and Aldermen 

as soon as the disease broke out. Being in constant communi¬ 

cation with the Lord President and Council of the North, in 

all their proceedings, some of which probably were stretched a 

little beyond the limits of the law, the city magistrates would 

have their hands strengthened by the support and countenance 

of the vice-regal court. 

The citizens of York were fully sensible of their obligations 

to the Lord President. Towards the end of October, a short 

time before his departure from York, upon having received the 
G 
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appointment of Lord Deputy of Ireland, the Lord Mayor and 

his brethren were desirous of personally waiting upon Lord 

Wentworth, to give him thanks for the many kindnesses he had 

shewn to the city; and they sent the sword-bearer to the 

Manour to inquire when his lordship would be at leisure to 

receive them. It is not recorded that the interview took place, 

and most probably the compliment was declined. Not many 

days previously, this remarkable man had been plunged into 

the deepest distress by the premature and unexpected sudden 

death of his wife, the Lady Arabella Wentworth, to whom he 

was devotedly attached. She was a lady, Sir George Radcliffe 

tells us, exceeding comely and beautiful, and yet much more 

lovely in the endowments of her mind.” Her death took place 

at the Manour, on the 5th of October, in this year, when the 

bereaved husband was himself suffering from severe illness. 

On Tuesday morning (Sir George says) I took this Earl out 

of bed, and carried him to receive his last blessing from her.” 

Writing to Sir Edward Stanhope, on the 25th of October, 

Wentworth says, ‘^God hath taken from me your noblest cousin, 

the most incomparable woman and wife my eyes shall ever 

behold.” He remained but a short time at York after the date 

of this letter. 

There can be no hesitation in asserting that the pestilence of 

1631 was the last by which York was visited in the 17th cen¬ 

tury. Except that some of the towns on the banks of the rivers 

Tyne and Wear were slightly affected, all the northern counties 

escaped the great plague which desolated London and its vicinity 

in the year 1665. 

November 4th.—Eev. J. Kenrick read a paper entitled, 

A Retrospect of the Early History of the Yorkshire Philo¬ 

sophical Society. 

It is well that on the occurrence of such strongly marked 

periods of their history as a half-century, both individuals and 

public bodies should pause for a short time—review their past 

course, consider their actual position, and see what lessons for 

the future they jointly suggest. The first of these offices is all 

that I now venture to undertake. 



The Prospectus which announces the design of forming, at 

York, a Philosophical Society, with a Scientific Library and 

Museum, was issued in December, 1822. A circular dated 

January 6, 1823, describes the Society as being already formed, 

and fixes the times of meeting and the conditions of the 

election of members. A slight variation is obseivable in the 

statement of the Society’s objects in these two documents. In 

the Prospectus it is said to be chiefly designed to be a Scientific 

Library and Repository of the Antiquities which abound in the 

vicinity of the city, and of the geological specimens furnished 

by the county. In the circular, the particular object of the 

Society is stated to be to elucidate the Geology of Yorkshire, 

the Museum being also a Repository for Antiquities. In the 

priority assigned to his favourite science, w'e may trace, I think, 

the hand of Mr. Yernon Harcourt. lie had in the interval 

been elected as a member by the three original authors of the 

scheme—Colonel Salmond, Mr. Atkinson, and Mr. Thorpe. 

Colonel Salmond was a member of the Geological Society; 

Mr. Atkinson was eminent both as a surgeon and a compara¬ 

tive anatomist; and Mr. Thorpe, without possessing great 

scientific attainments, was a man of liberal culture and a 

collector of the fossils of the neighbourhood of York. With 

these tastes it is not wonderful that the discovery of the bones 

of extinct animals in the cave at Kirkdale in 1820 should have 

excited their attention. 

To which of them the idea first suggested itself, of uniting 

their collections in a public Museum, probably they themselves 

could not tell. The developement of that idea into a Philoso¬ 

phical Society was, no doubt, accelerated by the addition of the 

Rev. W. Venables Yernon (Harcourt) to the original three. 

At the first Meeting of the British Association, at York, in 

1831, Lord Milton, who presided, spoke of the Rev. Win. 

Yernon as the person to Avhom the Yorkshire Philosophical 

Society oived its origin. Mr. Salmond somewhat warmly com¬ 

plained of this, in a letter to his Lordship, alleging that he 

proposed the plan to Mr. Atkinson and Mr. Thorpe, and that 

they elected as the first member, the Rev. W. Yernon.” No 

doubt the statement made by Mr. Atkinson, after the dinner 
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given at the opening of the present Museum^ is the correct one. 

“ Mr. Salmond and myself first formed a collection of the Kirk- 

dale hones at our houses, and invited Mr. Thorpe to join us, and 

afterwards our worthy President, the Kev. W. V. Vernon, and 

to his fire and spirit it is owing that the Society has arrived at 

its present state.” Mr. Harcourt possessed advantages for 

carrying out the scheme of a County Society, which neither of 

the others enjoyed. His education at the University of Oxford 

had made him acquainted with Buckland and Conyheare, two 

of the most zealous cultivators of geology. His wide aristo¬ 

cratic connection, and his relation to the Archbishop, gave a 

character to the new institution which it could not otherwise 

have attained. Various provincial cities and towns—Exeter— 

Norwich—Bath—Manchester—Newcastle—Leeds—had been 

the seat of Societies professing exclusively literary objects or 

giving only a secondary place to science. The Yorkshire 

Philosophical Society assumed by its title primarily to represent 

science, and in making the ancient capital of the north the 

centre of its operations, paid only a just tribute to its venerable 

traditions and its position in the yet undivided county. 

The effects of the appeal made to Yorkshire for its support 

were soon visible. 

The Council, in the Report of 1824, announce that the 

Institution had received a support equal to their most sanguine 

expectations; the names of 120 subscribers, in different parts of 

Yorkshire, having been placed on the hooks of the Society, 

and 2000 specimens of minerals and fossils, besides antiquities, 

having been presented to the Museum. For the reception 

of these treasures twelve members had purchased a house 

in Low Ousegate, which the Society tenanted. To illustrate 

the geological collection the Council engaged the Fatlier of 

English Geology, Mr. Wm. Smith, to deliver a course of 

lectures. The selection w^as in itself appropriate, and it had 

an incidental result of the highest importance to the character 

and interests of the Society—the engagement of his nephew, 

Mr. Phillips, as Keeper of the Museum. Very poor indeed 

was the remuneration which it could offer for his invaluable 

services (£60), and even of this, the Society could only provide 

one half, the other being supplied by private subscription. 



The collections of the Society increased so rapidly, that the 

rooms in Low Ousegate proved wholly inadequate to their 

reception and display, and there was no accommodation for 

lectures. To build was an absolute necessity, and the Report 

of 1825 already announces the steps which the Council had 

taken for obtaining as a site, the Manor Shore, of which they 

justly say, that '' its position, quiet yet not remote, the extent 

of unoccupied ground which it offers, and the venerable monu¬ 

ments of antiquity which surround it, combine to render it the 

most fortunate situation which could be chosen for a Philoso¬ 

phical Institution.” A subscription amounting to £4,650 had 

already been promised. Lord Grantham, who held the land 

under a lease from the Crown, had promised to give up his 

riMits : the Government had returned a favourable answer to 

an application for a grant of a certain portion of it for a 

nominal payment, and the Council were in daily expectation of 

receiving a favourable answer. So confidently did they rely 

on a large accession to the subscription list, when their appeal 

was more generally known, that they determined not to execute 

the plan of building originally contemplated, but to substitute 

for it something more worthy the character of a Northern 

Museum. 

Unforeseen delays retarded the execution of the building. It 

had been supposed that the Crown possessed power to make a 

o-rant of land for the benefit of scientific institutions, but it 

was found that this power was limited to the bills of mortality, 

and it became a question whether it might not be expedient to 

accept a long lease on a nominal rent. It was determined, 

however, to wait and see what increased powers could be 

obtained from Parliament, and ultimately an Act was passed, 

at the suggestion of Lord Goderich (Frederick Robinson), then 

Chancellor of the Exchequer, authorising the Crown to grant 

land in all parts of the kingdom to scientific and charitable 

institutions. As soon as it became certain that the site would be 

granted, Mr. Wilkins was requested to furnish a design. The 

tastes of this eminent architect w^ere decidedly Grecian, but he 

had also executed works at Cambridge in the Gothic style, and 

the question has often been asked by visitors, would it not have 
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been better to have adopted the Gothic for the Museum ? But 

his answer to a suggestion of the Building Committee will^ 

I think, approve itself to the taste of those who are not 

influenced by a first impression: You have such Gothic at 

York, that any design in the same style must appear trifling.” 

The front is an imposing example of the pure Doric architec¬ 

ture, which, by its very simplicit}^, affords an instructive con¬ 

trast to the elaborate ornament of the mediaeval remains near 

which it stands. 

The Manor Shore, when that portion of it to wdiich the 

Boyal Grant extended came into the Society’s possession, was 

in a most forlorn and desolate condition. It w^as occupied as a 

pasture; a haystack usually hid a part of the walls of the nave 

from view; cowsheds and pigsties had obtruded themselves into 

the area of the church, and, if I recollect rightly, the Hospi- 

tium was a carpenter’s w’^ood warehouse. No antiquary, how¬ 

ever, could pass over it without feeling a conviction that its 

uneven surface covered many remains of the ancient Bene¬ 

dictine Abbey of St. Mary’s, and forming the wish, that by some 

fortunate event its site might be uncovered and receive the 

same illustration which Whalley and Jervaulx had obtained. 

This wish was realized in the possession of the land by the 

Yorkshire Philosophical Society, and the erection of its 

Museum. The excavations necessary for laying the founda¬ 

tions disclosed the fact, that an important part of the old 

monastic buildings had once stood there; curiosity was 

awakened, and a subscription was entered into for extending 

the excavations over the whole surface of the ground included 

in the grant from the Crown. I w^ell remember how earnestly 

these excavations were watched, as by degrees the wdiole plan 

of the dependent buildings was developed. In constructing 

the gardens of the royal palace, terraces had been formed by 

laying down huge heaps of rubbish, beneath which very curious 

remains w^ere buried. One of these filled up the space between 

the S. Transept of the Church and the Museum, wdiere now 

Ave see the vestibule to the original Chapter House. On opening 

the ground, only the tops of the columns were visible, and as 

they gradually became detached, many Avere the speculations of 
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onlookers—myself among the rest—as to their character and 

use. In the mean time the Society of Antiquaries, apprised of 

the discoveries made, were desirous of possessing materials for 

a volume of their own Fragmenia Vetusta, and the Council 

supplied the drawings and measurements, which had been pre¬ 

pared, Mr. Wellbeloved furnishing an historical and descriptive 

memoir, which the Society of Antiquaries published in 1829. 

From the plan which this work includes, we may learn where 

every part of the ancient abbey stood; and how much that is 

curious lies hidden beneath the building in which we are 

assembled, and the lawns and walks and flower-beds of our 

garden. The original grant comprehended three acres, and the 

Observatory marks its limit towards the river. The foundation- 

stone was laid October 24, 182T, by his Grace the Archbishop. 

On the 2nd of February, 1830, the annual meeting was held 

for the flrst time in the Theatre. The entire expense had 

reached £9,800, the subscriptions being only £8,300, and an 

energetic appeal was made in the Report for further contribu¬ 

tions, in wdiich the vigorous hand of the President may be 

clearlv discerned. ‘‘ This debt of £1,500,” say the Council, 

wdll undoubtedly prove a heavy incumbrance, if means cannot 

be devised for paying it off*. In the present state of our annual 

income, we may indeed defray the interest of such a debt, and 

still go on. But let the meeting consider in what manner w^e 

shall go on, as respects the character and utility of the Institu¬ 

tion. We may go on—giving a salary of sixty pounds a year to 

the Keeper of the Museum : and would any member of the 

Society wish to retain his services on such inadequate terms ? 

We mav so on—but with an unflnished Laboratory, and a 

Library to which the naturalist or the antiquary would refer in 

vain. We may go on—but we must leave to others to explore, 

even in our own county, the mysteries of nature, and to collect 

the monuments of art. The Society, in short, is not insolvent, 

but it is deeg^ly embarrassed, and labours under a weight of debt 

which is suflicient to depress its energy and to stifle its 

exertions.” In 1828 it had been agreed that the annual sub¬ 

scription should be raised from £1 to £2, and the composition 

from £10 to £20. But more than this was needed. An appeal 
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had been made in 1829 for increased subscriptions, but the 

calamitous fire in the Minster materially impeded its success, 

by diverting the liberality of the public towards a still more 

pressing want. It was determined therefore at the annual 

meeting in 1830, ta make a fresh appeal to the county, and at 

the same time the privileges of members were enlarged by 

the power of granting tickets of admission to occasional 

visitors, and a class of lady subscribers w’as created, at the rate 

of £1, which in 1871 numbered between sixty and seventy. 

The appeal made at the annual meeting enabled the Council 

to append to the Report a list of new or renewed donations to 

the amount of £660, and a large increase of subscribers. In 

this year Mr. V. Harcourt resigned the presidency, which he 

bad held from the beginning, to Lord Milton, but as a member 

of Council he continued to bold the guiding band in its 

deliberations as long as be remained in the neighbourhood of 

York. 

The meeting of the scientific men of England and Scotland, 

which gave birth to the British Association, September 27, 

1831, w’as a most important event in our history. It made 

the Society — its site, so full of venerable traditions; its 

museum, already rich in curious and w’ell arranged specimens, 

widely known to the lovers of arcbseology and science. Above 

all, it brought into the notice of some of the most eminent 

men of the time the rare talents and acquirements of the 

Keeper of the Museum—a result which we must not regret, 

though it led, ultimately, to bis removal to a higher and larger 

sphere of action than York could ever have afforded him. The 

scientific character of the Society was increased by the erection 

of the Observatory, to receive the astronomical instruments 

presented by the Rev. Dr. Pearson. The expense thus occa¬ 

sioned w-as partly met by a subscription among the members of 

the Society, but part of it remained, increasing the general debt. 

It bad been suggested, as a means of improving the income, 

to make a charge for the admission of visitors not furnished 

w’itb an order, nor personally introduced by a member. The 

proposal did not at first meet with acceptance from the Council, 

but the experiment was tried at the Musical Festival in 1835, 
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and having been successful, they resolved that strangers should 

be admitted by tickets at one shilling each. With some modi¬ 

fication in the form and extent of admission this has remained 

substantially to the present time. It appears, however, to have 

been long considered as an experiment, and till 1854 authority 

for it was taken from every annual meeting. Access to York 

has been greatly facilitated by the construction of railways; the 

attractions of the grounds, the riches of the Museum, have been 

constantly increased; its reputation has been more widely 

diffused, and ‘‘ The Gate ” has become a very important source 

of income to the Society, having in 1872 produced £273 12s., 

more than tripling the interest due on our permanent debt of 

£2,000. 
In 1836 five additional acres were purchased by the Council 

for £2,500, extending its grounds to the river’s edge. Among 

the objects which thus came into the possession of the Society 

was the ruinous building called the Hospitium, and its repair 

and disposal became an immediate object of attention. It may 

seem singular that those who saw this building frequently insu¬ 

lated by the river, and even flooded by it, should have enter¬ 

tained the idea of making it a gallery of painting and sculpture. 

Yet such was the first proposal for its appropriation, and a 

subscription, amounting to nearly £500, was raised in 1838, 

for this purpose, which was strongly recommended by no less 

an authority than that of our eminent native artist, William 

Etty, This project was abandoned in the following year, a 

small part of the subscriptions being transferred to a fund for 

the restoration of the Hospitium, which was augmented by 

special contributions, and the proceeds of a County Ball. This 

venerable appendage to the Monastery was thus saved from the 

destruction which once threatened it. The appearance of the 

grounds was also greatly improved by the lease of the old 

Gate-house of the Abbey in 1838 to Professor Phillips, who 

restored it, where necessary, with excellent taste, in harmony 

with the later remains of mediseval architecture. His exten¬ 

sive knowledge of every branch of natural history had the 

effect of placing all the collections of the Society, except the 

antiquities, virtually under his care, and when his engagements 

H 



elsewhere compelled him to resign this personal charge of them, 

the former plan of Curators for different departments was 

resumed. The office of Keeper was, however, revived in 1844, 

and has been successively filled by Mr. Charlesworth and 

Mr. Dallas; the Curators making annual reports of the state 

and progress of their respective departments. 

A most important event in the history of our Society was 

the meeting of the British Association, in this its birthplace, in 

September, 1844. An invitation for 1843 had been addressed 

to that body when they met at Manchester in 1842; hut the 

modest pleading of Mr. Wellbeloved, who presented and 

supported the invitation, was overborne by the eloquence of 

Dr. Cooke Taylor, who presented a similar invitation from 

Cork. And after a debate in which Corh and Yorh were 

bandied backward and forward in ludicrous confusion, Cork 

carried the day. A^ork had no reason to regret the delay, 

which gave a longer time for preparation, while the meeting 

at Cork was seriously injured by the agitation for Bepeal. 

Before the next year the Council had received the sum of 

£9,000, from the munificent bequest of Dr. Beckwith, 

wdiich enabled them to extend the grounds, and lay them 

out in their enlarged state, under the direction of an 

accomplished landscape gardener. Sir John Nasmyth; to 

repair, beautify, and warm the Museum, to fit up the 

upper floor of the Hospitium, to add, by a grant from the 

Corporation, the Hospital of St. Leonard to the antiquarian 

attractions of their grounds, and to re-purchase from the 

Swimming Bath Company the ground wffiich had been leased 

to them in less prosperous times. In accordance with the 

expressed wish of Dr. Beckwith, the first use to which his 

bequest was applied was the erection of a house for the Sub- 

Curator, instead of the damp, unwholesome dwelling to which 

the exigencies of the Society had previously confined him. 

Looking not only to the immediate results of his legacy in 

freeing us from an embarrassing debt, but to the security 

which it has given us against its recurrence in the ordinary 

course of things, and the large additions which it has enabled 

us to make to the attractions offered to the public, it is hardly 
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too much to call him the Second Founder of the Society; and 
his bust has a claim to the place which it occupies in our 

vestibule, along with that of Mr. Harcourt. 
The Archaeological Institute met in York in 1846, and at the 

close of a very successful meeting, returned thanks to the 

Society for their kindness in allowing the use of their buildings 
and their valuable assistance and co-operation. In addition 

to the other objects of antiquarian interest the east gable and 

other portions of the early English chapel of the Hospital of 

St. Leonard had recently been laid open by the demolition of 

the dwelling house into which they had been built. 
One of the latest of the acquisitions which Dr. Beckwith’s 

munificence enabled us to make, was that of the Homan and 

mediaeval antiquities collected during twenty years, chiefly in 

York, by the late Mr. Hargrove. 
It was no idle boast of the Curator of Antiquities in his 

Heport of 1846, that by the combination of this collection 

with that which it already possessed, the Society could shew 

a museum of local antiquities, surpassing anything that even 

the metropolis contained.” His successors in 1873 earnestly 

re-echo his wish, '' that distant collectors would not tempt 
those who discover hidden relics of past times in this neigh¬ 

bourhood to separate them from their proper locality, where 

they naturally possess the highest interest.” In consequence 

of this great increase the smaller antiquities were removed to 
the upper story of the Hospitium, the larger having been 

already deposited in the lower. In the same year a very 
important addition was made to the ornithological part of the 

Museum by the donation of Mr. Hudston Head s collection of 

British birds, to which the Strickland collection has since been 

added. 
It it not my intention to pursue in detail the history of the 

remainder of the period of fifty years. I consider that by the 

time which our retrospect has reached, the Society had passed 

safely through those crises of weakness and danger to which 

infancy and childhood are liable, and had attained the matured 

strength of a manly constitution, which may be preserved by 

prudent care. Besides, the recent events in its history—the 
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addition to its buildings, originating in the gift of a magnificent 

saurian from Whitby by the late Mr. Koundell, the enlarge¬ 

ment of its ornamental grounds and the enclosure within them 

of the remains of the Abbey choir, the change of Presidentship 

occasioned by the death of the Earl of Carlisle—all these 

are fresh in the memory of the great body of our members. 

And here we may well pause. 

If we compare the commencement of the Society with its 

present condition, the retrospect is eminently satisfactory. 

Little could the three friends who agreed to combine their col¬ 

lections of the Kirkdale bones have anticipated the state of 

things which we witness. And this state furnishes the strongest 

ground of confidence in the permanent prosperity of our 

Society. If we have to reckon in future on less active support 

from the county than we enjoyed in earlier years, we may be 

certain that the inhabitants of York will never suffer an 

institution to languish or die, which affords them, close to their 

own doors, a place of quiet and delightful recreation, furnished 

with so many incentives to historical study, such materials for 

instruction in natural science. Bur should it not do more for 

them than this ? I cherish the hope that not only our own 

Museum, but similar collections throughout the country, will 

hereafter be employed as the instruments of regular and 

systematic instruction. The evident tendency of the age is to 

make the basis of education at once deeper and wider—not 

only to teach more, but to teach more thoroughly. The British 

Museum could not be applied to such teaching ; but provincial 

Museums may, and such a use I anticipate for them in no 

distant future. 
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