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“FE. FF. W. GIBB MEMORIAL” PUBLICATIONS. 

XIII. 

XV. 

XVI, 

AVII. 

XVIII, 

OLD SERIES. (25 works, 37 published volumes.) 

. Babur-nama (Turki text, fac-simile), ed. Beveridge, 1905. 
Out of print. 

. History of Tabaristan of Ibn Isfandiyar, abridged transl. 
Browne, 1905, 8s. 

1-5. History of Rastli dynasty of Yaman by al-Khaz- 
raji; 1, 2 transl. of Sir James Redhouse, 1907-8, 75. each ; 
3, Annotations by the same, 1908, 55.; 4, 5, Arabic text ed. 
Muhammad ‘Asal, 1908-1913, 85. each. 

. Omayyads and ‘Abbasids, transl. Margoliouth from the 
Arabic of G. Zaidan, 1907, 55. Ovwt of print. 

. Travels of Ibn Jubayr, Arabic text, ed. de Goeje, 1907, 
tos. Out of print. 
I (2nd ed.), 2, 3, 5,6. Yaqut’s Dict. of learned men 
(Lrshddu-'l-Arib), Arabic text, ed. Margoliouth, 1908-1913 ; 
BOveei oo 1Os,.155..5155, respectively, 

I, 5, 6. Tajaribu’l-Umam of Miskawayhi (Arabic 
text, fac-simile), ed. le Strange and others, 1909-1917, 7S. 
each vol. 

Marzuban-nama (Persian text), ed. Mirza Muhammad, 
1909, 125. Out of print. 

. Textes Houroitfis (French and Persian), by Huart and 
Riza Tevfigq, 1909, Ios. 

. Mu‘jam, an old Persian system of prosody, by Shams-i-Qays, 
ed. Mirza Muhammad, 1909, I5s. 

I, 2. Chahar Maqéala; 1, Persian text, ed. and annotated 
by Mirza Muhammad, 1912, 10s. Out of print, except the 
‘* Students’” edition, which lacks the Indices, price 5s. 2, English 
transl. and notes by Browne, 1921, 155. 

. Introduction a l’Histoire des Mongols, by Blochet, 
IQIO, 10S. 

Diwan of Hassan b. Thabit (Arabic text), ed. Hirsch- 
feld, 1910, 75. 6d. 

I, 2. Ta’rikh-i-Guzida of Hamdu’ll4h Mustawfi; 1, 
Persian text, fac-simile, 1911, 15s.; 2, Abridged translation 
and Indices by Browne and Nicholson, 1914, tos. 

Nuqtatu’l-Kaf (History of the Babis) by Mirza Jani 
(Persian text), ed. Browne, 1911, 12s. 

I, 2, 3. Ta’rikh-i-Jahan-gushay of Juwayni, Persian 
text, ed. Mirza Muhammad; 1, Mongols, 1913, 155.3; 2, 
Khwarazmshahs, 1917, 155.; 3, Assassins, in preparation. 

Kashfu’l-Mahjub (Stuff doctrine), transl. Nicholson, 1911, 
155. 

2 (all hitherto published), Jami‘u’t-Tawarikh of Rashi- 
du’d-Din Fadlu’lla4h (Persian text), ed. and annotated by 
Blochet, 1912, 15s. 
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Kitabu’l-Wulat of al-Kindi (Arabic text), ed. Guest, 1912, 
ros: 

. Kitabu’l-Ansab of as-Sam‘ani (Arabic text, fac-simile), 
TOL 3,120. 

. Diwans of ‘Amir b. at- Tufayl and ‘Abid b. al-Abras 
(Arabic text and transl. by Sir Charles J. Lyall), 1914, 125. 

. Kitabu’l-Luma‘ of Abti Nasr as-Sarraj (Arabic text), ed. 
Nicholson, 1915, 155. 

, I, 22 Nuzhatu-'l-Qulub of Hamdu'll4h Mustawfi; 1, 
Persian text, ed. le Strange, 1915, 85.3; 2, English transl. 
le Strange, 19109, 8s. 

Shamsw’1-‘Ulum of Nashwan al-Himyari, extracts from the 
Arabic text with German Introduction and Notes by ‘Azimu’'d- 
Din Ahmad, 1917, 5s. 

Diwans of at-Tufayl b. ‘Awf and at-Tirimmah b. 
Hakim (Arabic text), ed. Krenkow, in preparation. | 

NEW SERIES. 

Farsnama of Ibnul-Balkhi, Persian text, ed. le Strange 
and Nicholson, 1921, 20S. 

Rahatu’s-Sudur (History of Saljtiqs) of ar-Rawandi, 
Persian text, ed. Muhammad Iqbal, 1921, 47s. 6d. 

LIN PREPARATION. 

Letters of Rashidu’d-Din Fadlu lah, abridged English 
transl. by Muhammad Shafi‘, followed by transl. of Tansuq- 
nama (on Precious stones) by the late Sir A. Houtum- 
Schindler. 

Mazandaran, topography of, and travels in, by H. L. 
Rabino, with Map. 

Mufaddaliyat, Indices to Sir C. Lyall’s edition, with a 
Glossary of selected words. By A. A. Bevan. Jn the Press. 

Diwan of al-A‘sha, edited with German translation by 
R. Geyer. Ln the Press. 

Mathnawi of Jalalu’ddin Rtimf, edited from the oldest 
manuscripts available, with English translation and com- 
mentary by R. A. Nicholson. 

A History of Chemistry in Mediaeval Islam, by 
E. J. Holmyard. 

Turkistan at the time of the Mongolian Invasion, 
by W. Barthold, eee Sh translation, revised by the author 
aided by H. A. R. Gibb. 
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Pinole t) THe FIRST EDITION 

THE value of the matter contained in Yaqut’s Dictionary of 

Learned Men, called by him Jrshdd al-Arto tlé ma‘vifat al-Adtb, 

should constitute a sufficient justification for a printed edition 

of it. The present writer designed undertaking this task many 

years ago, but it is scarcely one for private enterprise, and he 

shrank from the many inconveniences which attend on appli- 

cation to public bodies. These were spared him by the GIBB 

TRUSTEES, who signified their willingness to let the book appear 

in their series, and thereby have earned, he hopes, the gratitude 

of those who are interested in Arabic literary history. 

Inquiries addressed to various parts of the Muhammadan 

world have not as yet elicited any trustworthy evidence of the 

existence of any copy of the first volume of this Dzctzonary other 

than the MS Bodl. Or. 753 of the Bodleian Library in Oxford, 

on which this edition is based®. This volume was purchased 

by the Library in 1882 of the bookseller Mr W. H. Gee, who 

acquired it, with other books, from the heirs of Archdeacon 

Barnes of Bombay. There appears to be no memoir of this 

dignitary, who probably obtained the book in India. This copy 

is quite modern, certainly not earlier than the seventeenth 

century. Besides various errors of punctuation, and confusions 

of letters which betray the fact that the scribe’s native language 

was not Arabic, the MS exhibits some more serious faults. Thus, 

the paragraph beginning dem doy! OLS 9 (p. 32, 1.4 f.) down 

to the end of this Life is placed at the end of the verses on p. 31 

(fol. 8a and 84 in the MS). In the middle of the Life of Ibrahim 

b. Mimshadh (p. 323), a paragraph from the following Life is 

it An alternative name was Jyshdd al-Alibbd tlé ma‘vifat al-Udabé.] 

2 Brockelmann’s references to the British Museum and Copenhagen Catalogues 

for copies of this book are erroneous. The works mentioned in those catalogues are 

portions of the Geographical Dictionary. 



x PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION 

inserted (from p. 327, 1. 2—p. 328, 1. 4), the same passage being 

repeated in its proper place. These errors have been rectified. 

It was more difficult to decide what was to be done about what 

appears to be a much more serious transposition, viz., of the 

series of Lives beginning Ahmad b. Ibrahim al-Dabbi to Ahmad 

b. ‘Alf b. Qudamah, from their proper place into the middle of 

the Ibrahim series (pp. 65-260). It will be seen by anyone who 

consults the headings that the restoration of these Lives to their 

proper order would have been a process of great complexity, 

because there is no point in the second Ahmad series where they 

could be inserted without further sorting. Since Yaqut assures 

us that his order, both as regards the names and the patronymics, 

is strictly alphabetical, it seems likely that this displacement is 

due to a copyist; yet there are slighter errors in the order (e.g., 

Ahmad b. Umayyah between A. b. Bakhtiyar and A. b. Bishr ; 

Ibrahim b. Mas‘td in the middle of the I. b. Muhammads) which 

can scarcely be attributed to scribes, and seem to imply that the 

arrangement was never quite accurate. Moreover, the occur- 

rence of the name Ahmad or Muhammad in any series has a 

tendency to cause displacement, and the arrangement in the 

work of Kutbi somewhat resembles that of the present volume. 

For these reasons it seemed to be most prudent to retain the 

order of the MS, and to remedy the defective order by providing 

an alphabetical index of Lives1. 

The Bodleian copy being, then, unique, for correction of the 

text the Editor has had to depend chiefly on works copied by 

Yaqut, or works which borrowed from his. Of the latter sort, 

the most useful is the Dictionary of Safadi, called a/-Wdft dit- 

wafaydt, of which the Bodleian Library contains eleven volumes; 

two of them, Arch. Seld. A 20, 21, contain Lives of persons whose 

names commenced with Alif. Safadi copies Yaqut extensively, 

and furnishes many emendations. Mr Ellis called the Editor's 

attention to a late work, Rauddt al-Janndt, \ithographed 1304, 

in which Yaqut’s Dectionary is quoted. In this volume the 

1 Of course, full indexes of different kinds will be added to the whole work, should 

it ever be completed. 



PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION xi 

quotations seem regularly to be made through Suyittt’s D7c- 

teonary of Grammarians, of which there are many manuscript 

copies. Mr Ellis kindly placed his copy of the Rauddt at the 

Editor’s disposal. The Fawdt al-wafaydt of Kutbt occasionally 

borrows from Yaqut also. 

Many more emendations are got from printed copies of the 

works utilized by Yaqut, and of these a complete list will be 

furnished when this edition is finished. In several cases, e.g., the 

Fithrist, the Yattmah, the Letters of Hamadhani, Yaqut’s text 

provides more emendations for future editors of those texts than 

it obtains from them. 

Of manuscript works belonging to this category mention 

should be made of the Dectzonary of the Learned of Spain, by 

Humaidi, which has not been issued in Codera’s Bibliotheca 

Arabico-Hispana, but exists in the Bodleian MS. Hunt. 264. 

Several of the works published by Codera are utilized by Yaqut 

also. 

With regard to the treatment of the text in general the fol- 

lowing observations may be made. In order not to crowd the 

text with unnecessary notes, attention has not in ordinary cases 

been called to the addition, omission, or alteration of diacritic 

points ; extraordinary cases are such as seemed to the Editor 

to admit of some doubt, or to be in some way of interest. 

Additions to the text have been more often suggested in the 

notes than actually inserted, and conjectural emendations of the 

consonants have in most cases been relegated to the margin. 

Of the variants in printed books a selection only has been given, 

Of the contents of the MS nothing has been omitted with 

the exception ofa few of the letters of Abu’l-‘Ala al-Ma‘arri, of 

which the Editor had already published a text in his edition of 

the Letters, Oxford, 1898, and all but the last are accessible 

in the Beyrout edition. On the other hand, the “ Vegetarian 

Correspondence,” which the Editor had published in the /.2.A.5S. 

for 1902, seemed to deserve reprinting, since that Journal is not 

easily procurable. 

The proofs have been read by experts, whose services the 



xii. PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION 

Editor has pleasure in acknowledging. About half the volume 

passed the careful eye of the Shaikh Ibrahim al-Yaziji, whose 

death last December was deplored by all Arabic scholars in the 

East, and of whom appreciative notices appeared in most of the 

Cairene newspapers and reviews. In the main, his attention was 

directed to grammatical forms, but the text owes one or two good 

emendations to his ingenuity. About half the remainder was 

read by Qustaqi Bey al-Himst, author of a Hzstory of Criticism 

in Arabic. Two or three of the sheets have been read by 

G. Zaidan, and, as might be expected, his observations were of 

great value. The whole work has in addition had the benefit of 

the observations of one or other of the Editor’s learned colleagues, 

Shaikh ‘Abd al-‘Aziz Shawish and Shaikh Muhammad Hasanain 

al-Ghamrawi. If, notwithstanding this assistance, some misprints 

remain, some excuse for them may be hoped on the ground 

of the distance which separated the Editor from the place of 

printing, and the consequent impossibility of seeing revises ; 

though the unusual care bestowed on the book by the Editor’s 

kind friends the printers, Amin and ‘Abdallah Hindié, perhaps 

makes this excuse somewhat flimsy. 

OXFORD 1907 



Pieeeace LO THE SECOND EDITION 

THE copies of the first edition of this work having been ex- 

hausted, as it appears to be still in demand, the Gibb Trustees 

decided that it should be reprinted. The Editor believes that he 

has been able to effect considerable improvement in the text, 

partly by introducing emendations suggested by the late Prof. 

de Goeje, the late Mr H. F. Amedroz, Pére Anastase of Baghdad, 

and others; and partly by utilizing some sources of the work 

which have been made accessible in the interval, such as the 

Libro delle Classi of Zubaidt, published by Mr Krenkow in Vol. 

vill of the Rzvesta degli Studi Oriental, the History of Damascus 

of Ibn ‘Asakir, Damascus, 1329, etc., which however exhibits a 

serious lacuna, involving various passages cited by Yaqut, the 

Nishwdr of Tanuikhi, etc. 

Since there now seems little chance of recovering the missing 

volumes, it has seemed desirable to furnish each volume with 

Indices of names of persons and books mentioned ; the numbers 

prefixed to the names of persons indicate that the Dictionary 

contains biographies of them. 

Of Yaqut himself, whose death-date is 626 A.H., unpublished 

biographies have been put into the Editor’s hands by Mr A. G. 

Ellis and Ahmad Pasha Zaki. Since these add little to Ibn 

Khallikan’s notice, and indeed Qifti’s biography, of which roto- 

graphs were kindly supplied by the Pasha, is more in the nature 

of a lampoon than a chronicle, they have not been reproduced 

here. The Editor hopes however by way of Preface to the next 

volume to piece together such autobiographical notices as the 

works of Yaqut contain, and by utilizing such other materials 

as are at his disposal to produce a memoir of this meritorious 

personage. 

OXFORD 

November 1923 
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