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My  Wilderness  Aviary. 

By  H.  WiLLPORD. 

To  accompany  Mr.  Goodchild's  excellent  plate  of  my 
largest  out-door  aviary,  our  Editor  has  asked  me  to  write  a  few 
lines,  and  although  my  aviaries  have  already  been  rather  fully 
described  (chiefly  their  constructional  details),  perhaps  a  few 
words  further  will  not  be  out  of  place. 

Firstly,  then  as  regards  the  planting  out,  which,  next  to 

stocking  it  with  suitable  inmates,  is,  I  should  say  the  most  impor- 

tant thing  to  be  considered  from  a  breeder's  point  of  view,  as  well 
as  from  artistic  or  spectacular  one.  I  have  found  the  common  laurel 
to  be  by  far  the  hardiest  and  most  suitable  shrub  to  plant  for  this 

locality,  and  in  an  aviary  like  this  (the  "  wilderness  ")  where  all 
sides  are  exposed  to  the  elements,  a  good  laurel  heilge,  consisting 
of  shrubs,  so  planted  that  their  sides  just  touch,  form  a  capital  break 

to  the  bitterest  winds.  It  is  fairly  quick  growing  and  inexpensive, 
good  Laurels,  four  to  five  feet  high  and  a  yard  across,  cost  in  this 

part  of  the  country,  about  half-a-crown  each.  Besides  these  any 

kind  of  Fir,  Larch  or  Conifer  are  useful,  chiefly  as  feeding- 
grounds  for  the  smaller  insectivorous  birds  such  as  Wrens,  &c., 
as  are  also  many  kinds  of  creepers  ;  the  common  Nasturtium  being 
a  very  rapid  grower,  can  be  used  to  such  good  purpose  that  even 
the  most  unsightly  structure  can  be  made  to  look  quite  picturesque. 

I  have  this  year  introduced  several  kinds  of  Michaelmas 
Daisies  and  other  flowering  plants,  many  of  which  grow  to  a 
height  of  seven  feet  or  more,  and,  although  of  little  use  for  nesting, 
with  Nasturtiums,  Marigolds,  &c.,  form  an  excellent  and  natural 
colour  food  for  most  species  of  birds  ;  I  have  often  sat  and 

watched  many  of  the  brightest  coloured  species  searching,  pre- 
sumably, for  minute  insects,  perched  sometimes  on  a  Marigold 

head,  and  at  others  among  the  Nasturtiums,  their  little  beaks 
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covered  with  the  highly  coloured  pollen.  The  Melba  and  Lavender 
Finches  I  remember  were  particularly  fond  of  overhauling  any 
kind  of  flower  heads. 

Amongst  other  growing  plants  I  must  not  omit  to  mention 

Hops.  These,  when  in  flower,  and  well-grown,  are  very  orna- 
mental, for  every  year  they  throw  out  their  tendrils  stronger  and 

stronger,  forming  beautiful  festoons  in  varied  shades  of  green.  It 
is  among  these  that  the  Lesser  Whitethroats,  Willow  Wrens, 
Blackcaps,  Mesias,  and  many  others,  earn  a  goodly  share  of  their 
daily  bread.  The  two  former  are  never  still  by  daylight,  but  are 
ever  on  the  move  flitting  to  and  fro  amongst  the  leaves,  darting 
first  in  the  shade  then  out  into  the  sunshine,  attracted  thither 

perchance  by  some  luckless  insect,  which  soon  falls  a  victim  to 
their  agility  ;  back  they  go  again  to  search  the  under  side  of  the 
hop  leaves  for  the  tiny  flies  that  dwell  there,  forming  truly  a 

kaleidescope  of  ever-moving  colour. 

Bamboos  are  ornamental  and  their  long  leaves  serve  as  an 

excellent  nesting  material,  in  particular  for  various  kinds  of 
Weavers. 

Most  of  the  Australian  Grass-finches  prefer  to  nest  in  long 
grass,  as  their  name  would  naturally  lead  one  to  suppose,  so  to 
make  the  surroundings  as  natural  as  possible,  I  have  made  a  rather 

steep  bank,  running  the  whole  length  of  my  aviaries,  this  bank 
faces  due  south  and  is  turfed,  and  sown  with  various  wild  seeds, 
such  as  Plantain,  Chickweed,  Teazel,  and  many  varieties  of  grass  ; 
tliese  are  allowed  to  grow  up  and  run  to  seed  each  year,  and  after 
the  seed  has  fallen  are  cut  close  for  the  winter. 

The  ground  on  which  my  aviaries  are  built  was  originally 

a  sloping  meadow  at  the  back  of  the  house  ;  enough  ground  was 
levelled  at  one  end  for  a  series  of  tennis  courts,  at  the  bottom  of 
which  runs  a  carriage  drive,  lying  about  four  feet  below  these 
courts,  and,  below  this  road  are  the  long  series  of  aviaries.  Now 

the  water-draining  from  the  land  above  tends  to  make  the  bank 

side  of  the  "  wilderness  "  very  wet  in  winter,  so  I  am  having  a 
stream  constructed  to  run  at  the  foot  of  the  bank,  the  full  length 

of  the  aviaries,  to  conduct  all  the  surface  water  by  way  of  a  water- 
fall into  a  pond  about  twelve  feet  square,  prepared  for  its  recep- 

tion in  aviary  number  four.  This  pond  is  to  be  fitted  with  an 

overflow  pipe  to  empty  into  a  ditch  at  the  back  of  the  aviaries. 
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At  most  times  there  will  be  a  trickle  of  water  coursing 
down  this  stream  as  the  overflow  of  the  fountain  will  also  find  its 

way  there.  The  fountain  and  pool  are  half  surrounded  by  shrubs, 

rock-work,  &c.,  which  tend  to  keep  the  drinking  water  cool  in 
the  summer  months. 

The  rustic  summer-house  shown  in  the  plate  is  used 
chiefly  as  a  feeding-house  and  shelter. 

I  think  these  few  notes,  in  conjunction  with  what  I  have 
written  in  previous  issues  of  Bird  Notes,  will  give  anyone  at 
least  a  rough  idea  of  my  aviaries.  Many  improvements  no  doubt 
could  be  made,  but,  as  the  proof  of  the  pudding  is  in  the  eating, 
and  results  in  breeding  having  been  highly  satisfactory  with  the 
birds  so  far  kept,  I  can  only  assume  that  this  type  of  aviary  is  not 
far  from  the  ideal. 

For  the  benefit  of  new  members  perhaps  I  had  better 
add  that  the  aviaries  simply  consist  of  an  area  of  ground  covered 

in  by  half-inch  mesh  wire-netting  on  wood  framing,  with  a  wooden 
shelter  shed  in  each,  and  planted  as  described  herein.  They  have 
been  erected  as  summer  or  breeding  quarters  for  the  birds,  most 
of  which  are  taken  into  the  birdroom  for  the  winter  months  and 

put  out  again  in  the  spring.  For  full  details,  photos,  ))lans,  &c., 
see  Bird  Notes,  vols.  vii.  and  viii. 

An  Interesting  Collection  of  Rare  Birds. 

By  W.  T.  Page,  F.Z.S.,  etc. 

About  mid-November  I  was  privileged  to  pay  a  much 
anticipated  visit  to  our  esteemed  member  Mr.  0.  Millsum,  and  to 

spend  a  pleasant  and  interesting  week-end  with  him  and  his  birds. 
He  has  a  fine  and  rave  series  of  many  beautiful  species,  the 

bulk  of  which  were  in  winter  quarters  in  the  bird  room,  though 

some  few  still  enjoyed  comparative  liberty  in  the  out-door  aviary. 

Maroon  Oriole  ( Oriolus  trailUi)  .-  Three  specimens  (1 
adult  S ,  1  adult  ?  ,  and  1  immature  <? )  have  recently  (about 

September  last)  come  into  Mr.  Millsum's  possession.  They  are 
most  interesting  and  handsome  birds,  the  upper  surface  of  the 

male  is  maroon-brown  with  under  surface  mostly  pale  bufi'.  The 
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female  is  brown  above  with  a  whitish  and  sharply  striated  under 

surface.  It  was  specially  interesting  to  observe  this  group,  owing 

to  the  young  male  being  in  parti-adult  plumage,  yet  with  sufficient 
of  the  nestling  plumage  remaining  to  indicate  clearly  that  in  that 
stage  it  resembles  the  adult  female.  True  they  had  a  large  cage, 
and  needed  it  too,  but  they  were  very  steady  for  Orioles,  much 
steadier  than  the  tamest  Golden  Oriole  I  ever  saw.  If  Mr.  Millsum 

should  part  with  this  pair,  I  trust  they  will  pass  into  the  possession 
of  one  of  our  members  with  large  natural  aviaries,  so  that  they 
may  have  an  opportunity  of  at  any  rate,  attempting  to  breed. 

These  were  fed  upon  soft  food  (Mr.  Millsum's  own  mix- 

ture), "  B.C."  Crystals,  milk  sop,  unlimited  ripe  fruit  and  live 
insects. 

Green  Bulbuls  or  Fruitsuckbrs  :  Of  all  the  many 
gorgeous  birds  that  reach  us  from  foreign  climes,  the  genus 

Chloropsis  stand  without  rivals  as  cage  or  aviary  birds.  Their  fear- 

less and  confiding  demeanour — much  more  striking  in  a  roomy 
aviary  than  in  a  cage — inquisitiveness,  powers  of  mimicry,  and 
quaint  characteristics,  soon  endear  them  to  their  owner,  whose 
affection  and  care  they  soon  reciprocate.  At  the  same  time  being 
bold,  fearless,  and  inquisitive,  they  must  not  be  associated  with 
birds  smaller  than  themselves. 

Of  this  genus,  Mr.  Millsum  possesses  three  species,  viz.  :  G. 
aurifrons,  hardivicJcii,  and  jerdonii.  It  is  of  the  two  latter  that  I 

purpose  making  a  few  remarks,  as  aurifrons  (Gold-fronted)  is  so 
well  known,  that  it  is  needless  to  say  more  than  that  the  specimen 

was  very  fit,  but  not  in  full  mature  plumage.  The  Blue-winged 
Green  Bulbul  ( C.  hardivickii)  I  was  particularly  pleased  to  see,  it 
is  quite  a  few  years  since  they  have  been  on  the  market,  and  I 
much  fear  envy  was  mingled  with  my  admiration  and  congratula- 

tions. The  total  length  of  this  lovely  species  is  about  7  ins.  The 
upper  surface  is  bright  metallic  green  ;  forehead  and  upper  eye 

region,  yellowish-green  ;  tail  and  wing  flights,  deep  blue  ;  throat, 
deep  purole  ;  moustachial  streaks,  rich  smalt  blue  ;  breast  and 
abdomen,  rich  orange  yellow  ;  ventral  region,  greenish  ;  under 

tail  coverts,  dusky  orange  yellow  ;  legs  and  feet,  slaty-blue  ;  beak 
(stout  and  curved),  blackish.  The  female  is  very  dissimilar  to  the 
male,  lacking  all  the  rich  blue  areas  which  adorn  his  plumage.  The 
specimen  here  described,  arrived  in  immature  plumage,  and  has 
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been  successfully  moulted,  but  the  hues  of  its  plumage  will  be 
much  richer  and  deeper  after  another  moult.  Its  range  is  the  S.E. 

Himalayas,  from  Nepal  to  Bootan,  spreading  south  to  the  hill 
ranges  of  Assam,  Sylhetand  Crekan. 

Jerdon'S  Bulbul  (C  jerdonii)  :  This  species  interested 
me  much,  and  though  only  a  female,  was  indeed  a  beautiful  bird  ; 
it  was  the  first  specimen  I  had  seen  in  the  flesh,  and  I  believe  the 
first  specimen  to  arrive  alive  in  this  country.  It  is  smaller  and 

slighter  than  the  well  known  aurifrons,  and  may  be  briefly  des- 
cribed as  follows  : — Contour,  typical  :  the  prevailing  colour  is 

bright  grass-green,  lighter  on  the  forehead,  upper  eye  region  and 
under  surface  :  a  bib  or  crescentic  patch  of  light  blue  on  the 
throat,  extending  upwards  to  the  base  of  the  under  mandible.  It 
is  difficult  to  compare  one  species  with  the  other  of  this  exquisite 
genus,  it  must  suffice  to  say  that  it  was  exquisitely  beautiful,  yet 
of  a  softer  tone  of  beauty  to  either  aurifrons  or  hardwickii. 

In  addition  to  gorgeous  plumage,  all  the  above  species  are 
good  songsters,  somewhat  disjointed  their  lay  may  be,  but  most  of 

the  notes  are  of  good  power  and  flute-like,  while  their  powers  of 
mimicry  are  great,  they  will  mimic  any  bird  from  a  Blackbird  to 
a  Canary  and  come  very  near  to  the  harsh  scream  of  a  Parrot. 

Unless  in  a  good  sized  aviary  with  birds  of  their  own  size 

and  power,  they  should  be  kept  separately,  being  of  a  bellicose 
disposition,  and,  I  cannot  advise  them  being  kept  with  other 
species  in  a  cage,  though  Mr.  Millsum  had  a  Jamaican  Hangnest 

in  the  same  cage  as  his  aurifrons,  but  I  much  fear  ultimate  disas- 
ter will  be  the  outcome  of  such  procedure.  Diet  :  Same  as  Maroon 

Orioles. 

Tanagers  :  These  were  not  so  numerous  as  usual,  very 

many  of  the  unique  species  having  passed  into  another  member's 
hands  during  the  year.  However  these  only  require  naming, 
being  all  comparatively  well  known,  if  uncommon  species  :  All 
Green  (Necklace),  Festive,  Palm,  and  Blue  ;  all  being  very  fit  and 
brilliant. 

SuGrAR  Birds  :  These  were  represented  by  three  species,  all 

gorgeous  and  very  fit,  consisting  of  the  Yellow -winged.  Black- 
headed  and  Blue.  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  if,  say  a  greenhouse 
(from  which  damp  was  excluded  and  kept  temperate)  planted  with, 

sub-tropical  flowering  climbers  and  shrubs  and  an  outdoor  flight  to 
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which  they  could  have  access  during  the  summer  months,  could 
be  given  up  to  their  exclusive  use,  it  would  not  be  difficult  to 

induce  the  above  species  to  reproduce  their  kind.  The  Black- 

headed  have  nested  and  laid  eggs  in  a  cage  in  Mr.  Townsend's 
birdroom.  Diet :  Sugar  Birds  and  Tanagers — Soft  food,  milk  sop, 
unlimited  ripe  fruit  and  live  insects  are  supplied,  leaving  individ- 

ual birds  to  show  their  preference  for  one  or  the  other. 

The  LORIID^  were  represented  by  the  Violet-necked  Eos 
riciniata.  Purple-capped  Lorius  domicella,  and  Ceram  L, 
garrulus,  all  in  the  very  finest  condition.  Diet  :  Staple,  mild  sop, 

prepared  with  l)oiling  milk  and  "  B.C."  Crystals,  and  such  ripe 
fruit  as  they  fancy. 

The  CONURIN^  was  represented  by  a  very  fine  specimen 

of  the  Patagonian  Conure  Cyanolyseus  patagonus,  not  gorgeous, 
but  very  beautiful,  was  very  tame  and  steady  and  permitted  me 

(on  a  fii'st  acquaintance)  to  fondle  and  pet  it  and  handle  it  as  I 
pleased  through  the  wires  of  its  cage.  This  species,  once  fre- 

quently imported,  is  now  seldom  seen,  in  fact  quite  uncommon. 

The  Platycbrcin^  were  well  represented  by  six  species, 

viz.  :  Brown's  (Platycercus  brownii),  Adeliade  {P.  adelaidce). 

Mealy  {P.pallidiceps),  Barnard's  {Barnardius  harnardii).  Twenty- 
eight  (B.  semitorquatus),  and  Golden-shouldered  (Psephotus 
chrysifpterygius)  ;  the  latter  are  very  rare  and  a  grand  acquisition 
(vide  Vol.  VIII.,  Series  I.,  p.p.  272),  but  did  not  impress  me  as 
being  very  robust.  All  were  very  fit  and  in  tight,  and  silken 

plumage. 
There  are  many  other  species  that  call  for  more  than  pass- 

ng  notice,  but  I  must  reserve  these  for  next  issue,  the  space  at  my 
disposal  being  fully  occupied. 

{T(i  he  continued). 

The  Grey  Parrot. 

( Psittacus  erithacus). 

By  W.  Bamford. 

My  Grey  Parrot,  which  I  have  now  had  for  the  last  seven 

years,  was  given  me  by  my  brother,  who  bought  it  at  Las  Palmas 
on  his  way  back  from  South  Africa.    On  arrival  he  was  very 
wild  and  nervous,  the  least  unexpected  noise  or  strange  object 
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sending  him  flying  round  his  cage,  screeching  wildly.  Though 

much  better  now,  he  is  still  timid,  and  a  strange  object  put  in  his 
seed  tin  will  keep  him  for  hours  clinging  to  the  wires  of  his  cage 
on  the  side  farthest  away  from  it.  If  suddenly  frightened  he 
always  dives  head  first  out  of  his  ring  or  off  his  perch  to  the 
bottom  of  his  cage.  This  habit,  though  no  doubt  an  excellent 
instinct  in  his  native  African  forests,  if  attacked  by  a  hawk  whilst 
feeding  on  the  tops  of  the  trees,  is  likely  in  captivity  to  lead  to 
sudden  death  through  a  dislocated  neck.  He  is  an  excellent 
linguist,  though  when  we  first  got  him  he  would  not  say  a  word, 
and  though  but  little  time  has  been  spent  on  his  education,  he 
can  repeat  quite  a  number  of  long  sentences.  Africa  was  a  word 
we  could  never  teach  him  to  repeat,  though  we  tried  harti,  whilst 
many  sentences  he  says  he  could  only  have  heard  saitl  once. 
Unfortunatly  the  last  eighteen  months  he  has  taken  to  feather 
plucking,  his  breast  and  the  shoulders  of  his  wings  being  the 
places  selected  for  his  self  mutilation.  This  is  not  due  to  improper 
food,  as  his  staple  diet  is  canary  seed,  with  eight  or  nine  sunflower 

seeds  daily,  this  seed  being  his  favourite  tit-bit.  Cherries  are  his 
favourite  fruit,  followed  in  order  by  grapes  and  red-currants. 
Apple  he  eats  occasionally,  but  is  not  fond  of  it,  whilst  bananas, 
strawberries,  and  other  fruits  he  will  not  touch.  Green  stuff  he 

simply  pulls  to  bits  but  does  not  eat  ;  he  is,  however,  very  fond  of 
a  walnut.  He  regularly  takes  a  bath,  which  is  hung  on  to  the 
door  of  his  cage  and  this  he  enjoys  immensely.  He  first  of  all  sits 
down  in  it  and  gets  thoroughly  soaked,  then  he  scratches  like  a 
hen  with  his  feet,  throwing  the  water  out  behind  in  torrents.  He 
was  very  frightened  of  his  bath  at  first,  but  by  placing  it  on  his 

cage  empty  for  several  days  and  putting  his  daily  allowance  of 
sunflower  seeds  in  it  I  got  him  used  to  it.  His  plumage  is  a  light 

bright  grey  all  over,  not  the  dull  smoky  grey  of  many  grey 
parrots,  whilst  his  tail  is  a  very  bright  but  paleish  red.  Wheii  I 

first  got  him  his  iris  was  a  very  pale  yellow.  His  tail  also  con- 
tained two  dark  muddy  red  feathers,  which  were  very  conspicuous 

amongst  his  tail  feathers.  They  were  the  second  from  each  side 
and  were  moulted  out  the  first  moult,  being  replaced  by  feathers 
similar  to  the  rest.  A  number  of  his  secondaries  were  splashed 
with  red,  but  how  many  I  cannot  say,  as  he  objects  to  being 
handled,  though  he  likes  his  poll  scratched.  Within  the  last 
eighteen  months  he  has  suddenly  tleveloped  a  number  of  red  anil 
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and  partially  red  feathers  on  his  shoulders  and  a  solitary  red 
feather  on  his  left  thigh.  Two  or  three  are  all  red,  one  red  with 
a  white,  and  the  others  red  with  grey  tips.  His  left  wing  was 
evidently  damaged  when  cai)tured  ;  he  has  always  been  minus  two 
or  three  of  the  primaries  in  this  wing,  which  renders  him  unable 
to  fly. 

Since  writing  the  above  some  eighteen  months  ago,  I  have  cured 
him  of  his  plucking  habits.  Evidently  his  food  was  too 
heating,  as  since  I  got  him  to  eat  white  millet  he  has  ceased  this 

bad  habit  altogether.  I  never  thought  before  that  canary  seed 
could  be  heating.  His  food  now  consists  of  equal  parts  canary 
and  white  millet,  with  al)out  eight  sunflower  seeds  daily  ;  fruit 
and  nuts  occasionally.  His  plumage  now  being  practically  perfect. 
I  can  now  see  the  number  of  light  feathers  he  possesses.  He  has 
about  a  dozen  very  pale  pink,  nearly  white  ones  on  each  shoulder, 

thi'ee  on  his  breast,  two  or  three  on  his  abdomen,  and  two  on 
the  right  thigh. 

A   Northern  Aviary. 

By  H.  V.  Johnson. 

This  aviary  was  erected  in  my  spare  time  and  completed 

in  May,  1908.     So  you  will  see  I  am  only  a  novice,  and  the  fol- 
lowing description  of  my  aviary  and  birds  is  intended  chiefly  for 

beginners. 

Sleeping  Compartment,  Fittings  and  Foods. — Built 
on  a  brick  base,  walls  and  gable  ends  lined  with  boarding  and 
distempered  white,  floor  tiled  ;  there  are  hot  water  pipes  in  same, 
which  up  to  the  present  have  not  been  used.  Roof  boarded  and 

covered  with  felt.  Height  to  i-idge  9ft.  Gin.,  height  to  eaves  5ft., 
3in.,  6ft.  Oin.  Nesting  receptacles  comprise  straw  hats,  travelling 
cages,  Hartz  canary  cages  and  various  types  of  wood  boxes.  Seed 
is  kept  in  separate  boxes  and  comprise  the  following  kinds,  Indian 
and  white  millet,  canary  seed,  mixed  wild  seed  ;  sunflower,  whole 

oats,  and  "  Paddy  "  rice  mixed  together  ;  grit,  cuttle-fish  bone,  old 
mortar,  rock  salt,  crushed  oyster  and  egg  shells  being  always 

about.  For  the  soft-bills,  &c.,  there  is  a  pan  of  soft  food,  ripe 
fruit  of  various  kinds  is  given  daily  ;  mealworms,  spiders,  &c., 
are  given  on  alternate  days.  So  to  the  best  of  my  ability  I  give 
everything  that  is  necessary. 
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Outside  Flight. — Coustructel  with  2in.  by  Ihin.  red 
deal  framiuK,  put  together  by  brackets  so  that  any  alterations  or 
additions  are  easily  made.  This  framing  is  amply  sufficient,  some 
aviaries  I  have  seen  are  far  too  wooden. 

All  exterior  woodwork  painted  with  two  coats  of  "  Carbo- 
linium  Avenarious."  The  wire  netting,  which  is  of  the  best 
quality,  and  is  of  half-inch  mesh,  received  one  coat  of  Brunswick 
black.  It  is  a  mistake  to  use  the  cheapest  quality  of  wire  netting 

as  it  soon  rusts  away  even  if  kept  painted.  The  gi-ound  is  sown 
with  grass  seed  which  has  to  l)e  re-sown  each  spring  on  account 
of  the  birds  pulling  up  the  same,  and  the  drip  from  the  wire 
netting.  One  of  the  boundary  walls  is  covered  with  ivy,  there  are 
also  privet  and  laurel  bushes.  For  perches  I  use  natural  twigs. 
There  are  two  trees  and  part  of  a  third,  which,  when  in  leaf,  form 
a  good  shelter  from  the  sun.  I  have  omitted  on  the  plan  the 
bath  which  is  3ft.  Gin.  by  1ft  din. 

The  Occupants. — I  have  pairs  of  the  following  species  : 
White  Java  Sparrows,  Red-crested  Cardinals,  Skylarks,  Indian 
Silverbills,  Pekin  Robins,  Ruddy  Buntings,  Canaries  and  Red- 
eared  Bulbuls,  two  cock  Grey  Javas  (bought  as  a  pair),  two  cock 
Madagascar  Weavers,  and  the  following  odd  birds,  most  of  which 
have  had  mates  :  Grey  Waxbill  ?  ,  Green  Singing  Finch  ,  African 
Silverbill,  Tricolour  Nun,  Zebra  Finch  African  Silverbill, 

Tri-colour  Nun,  Zebra  Finch  <? ,  Linnet  <?  ,  Paradise  Whydah  ?  , 
Combassoo  <? ,  Saffron  Finch  ,  Hedge  Sparrow  2  .  and  four 

young  Indian  Silverbills. 
Nesting  Notes.  Indian  Silverbills  f Aidcmosyne 

malabarica) . — Breeding  results  have  been  practically  nil,  with 
the  exception  of  the  afore-mentioned  young  Silverbills  which  are 
coming  on  well.  First  nest  produced  only  one  young  bird,  which 
being  very  precocious  left  the  nest  too  soon,  and  the  result  is  it  is 

bow-legged,  i  otherwise  it  is  all  right.  The  other  three  youngsters 
are  normal.    Both  the  above  nests  were  made  in  a  wooden  box. 

White  Java  Sparrows  {Amadina  orysivora  var  alba). 

— Have  had  nothing  but  bad  luck  with  these,  for  out  of  about  six 
nests  of  eggs  none  have  hatched  out,  all  proving  unfertile.  They 

are  very  nervous  sitters  compared  with  Silverbills,  and  leave  the 
nest  if  I  go  anywhere  near  them.  I  am  afraid  I  shall  not  have 

any  luck  until  I  get  another  hen,  as  she  appears  to  be  rather  a 
weak  bird. 
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11 Larks. — Paired  but  no  result. 

Pekin  Robins  {Linthrix  lutcuf^). — Started  to  build  in  one 
of  the  laurel  bushes  but  never  completed  the  nest. 

Mixed  Unions. — Cock  Zebra  Finch  paired  with  a  hen 
Grey  Waxbill,  several  nests  of  eggs  but  no  living  result.  Cock 
Zebra  Finch  paired  with  a  hen  White  Java,  but  no  result.  The 

above  cock  Zebra  has  had  three  hens  of  his  own  species  at  differ- 
ent times,  but  all  have  died  egg  bound.  African  Silverbill  paired 

to  a  Tricolour  hen,  but  there  has  been  no  result,  not  even  eggs  ; 

possibly  they  are  both  of  the  same  sex. 

Ruddy  Buntings. — Started  to  build  in  the  ivy-covered 
wall,  but  nest  was  never  completed. 

Saffron  Finches  (Sycalis  flaveo/a). — I  have  had  several 
nests  and  eggs  of  the  above.  In  the  first  nest  two  young  were 
partially  reared,  but  were  eventually  neglected  and,  of  course,  died. 

The  above  cock  has  had  two  mates  both  of  which  died  egg-bound. 
Hen  Canary  and  hen  Hedge  Sparrow  have  both  built  nests  on 
their  own  account,  but  of  course  without  result.  The  above 

Sparrow  I  picked  up  in  the  garden  last  year  by  hand,  and  it  never 
attempted  to  fly  away.  Since  it  has  been  in  the  aviary  it  has 
been  rather  timid,  not  tame  as  I  naturally  expected.  My  birds 
have  not  yet  had  a  proper  chance  as  regards  breeding  ;  last 
summer  was  a  poor  one,  and  this  year  it  has  been  something 
shocking  up  here  (Southport). 

General  Observations,  Demeanour,  &c.  Cardinals. 

— I  have  kept  two  species  of  Cardinals,  viz..  Red  Crested  and 
Black-throated.  The  Red  Crested  I  have  found  to  be  perfectly 
hardy  and  active  birds,  but  they  are  rather  quarrelsome.  The 

Black-throated  are  very  dull  and  sluggish  birds  compared  with 
the  above,  and  I  have  found  them  to  be  not  nearly  as  hardy,  as 
the  cold  and  frosty  weather  soon  ruffled  them.  Eventually  both 
died  of  pneumonia.  If  I  obtain  any  more  of  these  birds  I  should 
bring  them  indoors  about  the  end  of  September.  They  are  not 
quarrelsome,  the  hen,  if  anything,  being  more  so  than  the  cock. 

Slylarks. — Have  been  in  aviary  about  18  months.  Hardy 
but  still  very  timid. 

SiLVBRBILLS. — I  have  found  the  Indian  to  be  quite  hardy, 
more  so  than  the  African. 
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Pbkin  Robins. — Quite  hardy  but  cock  rather  quarrelsome. 

Java  Sparrows. — Hardy  but  dull  birds,  this  applies  to 
both  varieties,  the  White  beinfj;  especially  dull. 

Bishops. — The  Napoleon  Bishop  I  have  not  found  to  be 

very  hardy,  they  don't  appear  able  to  stand  cold  weather  and  both 
died  of  pneumonia.    Both  quarrelsome  especially  the  hen. 

Paradise  Whydahs. — Same  as  above,  only  not  quarrel- 
some. 

Red-Eared  Bulbuls. — Hardy  and  active  birds,  and 
although  fairly  large  are  perfectly  harmless  to  others. 

Ruddy  Buntings. — Hardy,  but  at  times  very  quarrelsome. 

Nuns. — Tricolour  and  Black-headed  Nuns,  not  hardy  out 
of  doors.  Last  winter  during  the  sharp  spell  of  frost  we  had,  I 
lost  three  out  of  four  Nuns  within  the  week,  which  caused  them 

to  drop  on  to  the  ground  in  an  apoplectic  fit  which  proved  fatal. 
To  my  own  knowledge  I  know  of  some  Nuns  which  have  been 
kept  out  of  doors  for  the  last  four  or  five  years,  and  in  an  aviary 

not  as  sheltered  as  mine.  So  it  will  appear  that  individual  speci- 
mens differ  in  hardiness. 

Madagascar  Weavers. — Of  which  I  have  two  cocks,  are 
quite  hardy  and  not  quarrelsome. 

Saffron  Finches. — Quite  hardy,  quarrelsome  at  first, 
but  settled  down  later. 

I  have  nothing  worth  noting  about  the  rest  of  my  birds, 
except  that  they  are  all  hardy  and  inoffensive. 

The  keeping  of  birds,  especially  foreign  species,  is  the  most 

fascinating  hobby  I  know  of,  and  I  have  had  a  large  variety  in  my 
time.  The  majority  of  hardbills  are  cheap  to  buy  and  not  costly 
to  keep.  Softbills  are,  as  a  rule,  more  expensive  to  buy  and  cost 
at  least  four  times  as  much  to  feed  as  hardbills  do,  but  I  think, 
take  them  altogether,  they  are  much  nicer  snd  more  interesting 
than  liardbills,  they  also  become  much  tamer. 
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My  Aviaries. 
By  J.  Smith  (Kendal). 

Having  had  iny  aviaries  photographed,  I  am  sending  two  photos 
with  a  few  notes  for  you  to  use  if  of  sufficient  interest.  The  photos 
speak  for  themselves,  the  aviaries  consisting  merely  of  flights,  attached 
to  existing  buildings,  a  portion  of  the  latter  being  divided  off  as 
sleeping  and  breeding  quarters. 

These  arrangements  have  answered  well  as  regards  the  well- 
being  of  my  small  collection  of  birds,  and  have  given  me  endless  in 
terest  and  pleasure,  and  also  much  disappointment,  for  that  feature, 
which  we  all  look  forward  to  with  much  expectation,  has  been  almost 
entirely  lacking,  viz.  the  nesting  of  our  pets  and  successful  rearing  of 

young.    Practically  my  only  successes  have  been  the  rearing  of  forty- 
seven  young  by  three  pairs  of  Budgerigars,  but  these  at  their  present 
market  value,  scarcely  pay  for  the  food  they  eat,  and  seven  Cockateels, 

The  occupants  of  my  aviaries  are  as  follows  :— 
Aviary  No.  1  (opposite), 

pair  Rosella  Parrakeets    (Platycereus  eximua). 

„    Stanley  „        {Platycereus  ieterotis). 

„  Many-colour  „  {Psephotus  muUicotor). 
„  Passerine  ,,  {Psittaeula  passerina). 

„    Cockateels    {Calopsittasus  novoe-hallandioe). 

Aviary  No.  2  (facing  page  No.  12). 
pair  Green  Budgerigars. 

,    Yellow  „ 

,    Grey-headed  Lovebirds. 
,    Black-cheeked  ,, 
,  Cockateels 
,  Cutthroats. 
,    Zebra  Finches. 

In  No.  1  Aviary,  the  birds  have  all  continued  in  excellent  health 
and  plumage,  and,  I  attribute  my  lack  of  breeding  successes  to  the 
various  species  quarrelling  almost  continually  during  the  breeding 
season,  though  happily,  I  have  no  tragedy  to  record.    In  this  aviary 
during  1908,  seven  Cockateels  were  reared ,  and  I  came  very  near  success 
with  Passerine  Parrakeets  (Blue-winged  Lovebirds).    The  Passerines 
sat  closely  on  a  clutch  of  four  eggs,  but  when  they  were  about  due  to 
hatch,  the  cock  died  and  the  hen  at  once  ceased  her  duties  of  incuba- 

tion ;  this  was  most  annoying  as  all  the  eggs  were  fertile,  each  contain- 
ing a  well  developed  chick.    This  year  (1909),  thinking  to  give  the 

Parrakeets  a  better  chance,  I  removed  all  except  the  Rosellas,  Stanleys, 
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and  Many-colours,  with,  I  regret  to  say,  no  better  result-  -quite  a 
number  of  eggs,  both  in  the  nests  and  on  the  ground  in  the  outside 
flight.  I  can  only  attribute  this  to  the  Rosellas  and  the  Stanleys  living 
in  a  state  of  continuous  strife  ;  quite  late  in  the  season  I  removed  the 

Stanleys  and  the  Rosellas,  and  Many-colours  have  condescended  to 

dwell  together  in  peace — if  this  happy  state  continues  when  the  breed- 
ing season  comes  round  again,  I  shall  hope  to  have  some  successes  to 

record. 

I  may  say,  that  to  brighten  up  the  place  a  little,  I  introduced  a 
pair  of  Budgerigars,  but  it  was  only  by  prompt  action  that  I  saved 
their  lives,  for  one  of  the  Rosellas  seized  the  cock  and  carried  it  the 

whole  length  of  the  flight  before  I  was  able  to  rescue  it. 

In  No.  2  Aviary  I  have  fared  no  better,  save  with  the  aforemen- 

tioned Budgerigars  and  Cockateels.  The  only  others  to  attempt  nest- 

ing operations  being  tlie  Black-cheeked  Lovebirds  ;  tliese  constructed 
a  large  nest  in  a  log  very  high  up,  and  twice  I  missed  them  for  periods 
of  fully  six  weeks,  but  nothing  came  of  it,  to  my  great  disappointment. 

I  iiave  transferred  the  Stanley  Parrakeets  to  this  aviary,  and  I 
am  hoping  that  the  successes  of  the  coming  season  may  in  some 
measure  redeem  the  failures  of  the  past. 

[As  showing  the  difference  in  the  demeanour  of  individuals  of  the 
same  species.  I  may  say  that  in  an  aviary  only  about  12ft.  x  10ft.,  x  6ft.  high. 
I  have  Rosellas,  Conures,  Cockateels,  a  small  crowd  of  Budgerigars,  Rosy 
Pastors,  Ouzels,  Cardinals,  Doves,  and  Sibias,  all  living  together  in  amity. — 
I  have  kept  Ro.sellas  with  small  Finches  and  Waxbills  and  never  had  a 
tragedy  therefrom,  while  Budgerigars  are  simply  murderous  with  Finches, 
etc. — It  is  only  from  the  many  records,  that  the  true  demeanour  of  any  given 
species  can  be  accurately  gauged. — Ed.] 

BRITISH  BIRDS. 

The  Lesser  Whitethroat. 

(Sylvia  curruca). 

By  R.  Sdggitt. 

The  Lesser  Whitethroat  is  a  great  favourite  of  mine,  ami,  for 
some  years  I  have  always  been  in  the  possession  of  one  or  more  pairs. 
As  a  rule  wheu  an  object  is  commjn  and  easily  attained  it  lauks  inter- 

est. This,  howevei',  is  not  the  case  with  me  rt'specting  this  chastely- 
coloured  and  graceful  warbler.  During  the  autumn  2)eriuil  of 
migration  I  have  caught  many  in  my  garden  (most  of  the  warblers  ar^ 
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plentiful  here  [Cleethorpes,  Lines.]  during  July,  August,  and  Septem- 
ber). I  have  caught  as  many  as  nineteen  iu  one  day,  and  after 

selecting  two  or  three  pairs  of  each  kind,  liberate  the  remainder.  Quite 
ninety  per  cent,  of  these  warblers  take  kindly  to  cage  life  from  the  first. 
I  do  not  coddle  them  ;  they  are  placed  in  roomy  cages,  three  or  four  in 
each,  and  they  feed  from  the  first  on  gentles,  fruit,  and  soft  food.  They 
eat  very  little  soft  food  for  a  few  days,  but  afterwards  partake  of  it 
freely,  bananas,  ripe  pears  and  apples  are  gladly  eaten.  Gentles  I  am 
convinced  are  a  valuable  food  for  adult  birds,  but  must  not  be  used 

until  they  are  thoroughly  cleansed.  I  use  clean  dry  sand  for  scouring 

purposes  changing  the  sand  at  least  three  times  on  as  many  days  before 
using  them. 

The  Lesser  Whitethroat  is  by  no  means  delicate,  the  drawback 

however  to  -wintering  outdoors  is  its  inability  to  stand  a  damp  cold 
atmosphere.  If  kept  dry  under  cover  it  is  not  apparently  either  sick 
or  sorry,  with  20  degrees  of  frost  (actually  in  bird  room),  outside  it 
is  more  difficult  to  handle.  I  have  a  pair  at  the  present  time  which  I 
left  out  in  1906  until  December  20th.  During  the  few  previous  days 
there  had  been  sharp  frosts  ranging  from  8  to  13  degrees,  and  noticing 
them  both  quite  lame  I  removed  tliem  to  my  bird  shed,  and  upon 
examination  tlieir  feet  were  found  to  he  badly  frozen.  The  cock  has  a 
deformed  toe  caused  by  the  frost,  but  is  otherwise  in  perfect  condition 
and  a  great  favourite. 

In  the  aviary  they  are  always  on  the  move.  When  you  approach 
they  are  alert,  and  if  a  stranger  goes  near  tliem  they  will  sit  upon  a 
twig  ahnost  upright  craning  their  necks  and  scolding  ;  they  sing  most 
of  the  day  during  the  summer.  They  are  peaceful  except  amongst 
themselves,  and  I  have  never  noticed  them  interfere  with  other  birds. 
Although  upon  more  than  one  occasion  nests  have  been  built,  I  think 
the  keeping  of  more  than  one  pair  has  stood  in  the  way  of  any  definite 
result. 

At  liberty,  the  nest,  a  shallow  structure  of  dried  grass  lined  with 
hair,  is  frequently  found  in  brambles  and  small  bushes,  hazel,  etc., 
which  this  species  appears  to  greatly  favour  as  a  nesting  site  ;  to  this 

habit  it  owes  its  popular  name,  viz.,  Hazel-Linnet.  The  clutch  varies 
from  5  to  6,  and  incubation  takes  place  in  May.  The  eggs  are  creamy 
white,  blotched  and  spotted  with  brown  and  grey. 

Description. — Adult  Male:  Top  of  head,  smoke-grey ;  nape,  back, 
and  tail  coverts,  brownish-grey  ;  lores  and  ear  coverts,  dark  brown  ; 
wings,  ashy-brown  with  most  of  the  feathers  margined  and  tipped  with 
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a  lighter  brown  ;  tail,  dark  brown  with  the  outer  feathers  greyish  ; 
under  surface,  white  with  a  faint  pinkish  tinge  ;  flanks,  buflish  ;  bill, 

blackish ;  legs  and  feet,  slaty-grey  ;  iris,  white.  Total  length  5;^  ins., 
of  which  the  tail  measures  barely  one  third.  Adult  Female  :  Similar, 
but  slightly  smaller  and  the  lines  of  her  plumage  more  subdued.  The 
nestling  plumage  of  both  sexes  is  similar  to  that  of  the  adult  female, 
but  the  light  margins  of  the  wing  feathers  are  more  pronounced. 

I  have  found  British  and  Foreign  species  to  agree  fairly  well 
together  in  the  same  aviarv. 

Preserving  Gentles  for  Winter  Use. 

By  R.  Sdggitt. 
Possibly  the  following  may  be  known  to  our  members,  but  it 

was  new  to  me  when  I  stumbled  across  it  in  the  following  manner. 

During  last  March  as  I  was  digging  over  part  of  my  aviary  in  prepara- 
tion for  re-sodding,  in  a  part  where  the  previous  summer  I  had  reared 

two  broods  of  Harlequin  Quails  under  a  frame,  I  turned  up  a  number 
of  maggots  quite  fresh  and  not  even  turned  into^the  pupae  stage ;  there 
were  scores  of  them  which  had  been  scattered  among  the  grass  in  June 

and  August — this  decided  me  to  try  and  store  them  in  some  similar 
manner  for  winter  use.  To  this  end,  during  the  months  of  August, 
September,  and  October,  I  bred  many  more  than  I  required  for  immed- 

iate use ;  these  I  placed  in  tins  full  of  wet  sand  ;  some  of  the  tins  I 
buried,  others  I  kept  in  a  shed,  moistening  the  sand  from  time  to  time 
to  prevent  pupation  or  the  imagos  from  emerging.  I  also  buried  a  tank ; 
some  four  feet  by  two,  to  the  ground  level,  into  which  I  put  several 

gallons  of  gentles  ;  these  I  examined  to-day  (December  30th),  they  were 
perfectly  fresh  and  1  am  sure  no  one  could  tell  them  from  recently  bred 
ones.  I  estimate  that  this  store  will  last  me  all  through  the  winter — 
the  experiment  has  certainly  proved  a  complete  success. 

Book  Notices  and  Reviews. 

The  Birds  of  the  British  Islands,  by  Charles  Stonham, 
C.M.G.,  F.R.C.S.,  F.Z.S.,  with  illustrations  by  L.  M.  Medland, 
F.Z.S.    Parts  xiv  and  xv.    Roy.  quarto.    Grant  Richartls. 

It  is  scarcely  too  much  to  say  that  the  numbers  of  this 
slowly  maturing  work  are  progressive  in  their  excellence,  whether 

we  regard  the  interest  of  the  letterpress  or  the  beauty  of  the  illus- 
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tratioiis.  Certainly  the  two  parts  under  review  are  particularly 
charming.  For  one  thing  we  have  arrived  at  families,  which  by 
the  sinuous  gracefulness  of  form  and  the  exceeding  delicacy  of 
markings  exhibited  by  many  of  their  species,  lend  themselves  in 
very  high  degree  to  the  artistic  sensibilities  and  the  facile  pencil 
of  Miss  IMedland.  For  instance,  her  figures  of  the  various  RalUdce 
anil  even  of  our  two  members  of  the  Otididce  are  considerably 

more  than  figures — they  are  pictures,  and  more  than  that,  they  are 
pictures  which  leave  nothing  to  be  desired,  whether  we  regard  the 
birds  themselves  or  the  exquisite  treatment  of  their  surroundings. 
And  when  we  come  to  the  Chdradriida)  what  can  be  said  among 

others  of  the  Ringed  Plover,  the  Lapwing,  the  Turnstone,  the 
Woodcock,  and  the  Snipes  ?  It  may  be  left  to  the  imagination 

of  those  who  already  know  something  of  our  artist's  beautiful 
work. 

As  usual,  the  author's  descriptive  articles  shew  a  general 
fulness  of  detail  not  to  be  found  in  other  text  books,  accompanied 

by  a  crispness  of  style  which  highly  commends  his  work  from  a 
literary  point  of  view,  and  lifts  it  once  into  the  position  of  a 
classic.  It  is  difficult  within  the  limits  of  a  short  notice  to  do  Mr. 

Stonham  full  justice,  but  prospective  subscribei'S  may  rest  assured 
that  the  field  natm-alist,  the  sportsman,  and  the  stay-at-home 
student  alike  will  neither  of  them  be  disappointed  in  his  companion- 

ship by  their  library  fire. 

As  an  instance  of  his  thoroughness  (and  incidentally  also  of 
the  truth  of  an  old  adage  as  to  there  being  nothing  new  &c.)  we 

find  that  the  Crane,  which  used  to  breed  in  East  Anglia  in  con- 
siderable numbers  to  nearly  the  end  of  the  16th  century,  was 

actually  protected  by  Act  of  Parliament  in  even  those  benighted 
days.  And  yet  it  has  long  been  extinct  as  a  British  resident,  and 

once  more  shows  that  the  most  vehement  strivings  of  the  econom- 
ist are  as  nothing  against  the  resistlessness  of  natural  forces. 
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British*  and  Foreign  Birds 

at  the  Scottish  National  Cage  Bird  Society's  Show 
Edinburgh.  Dec.  31st,  1909,  and  Jan.  1st,  1910. 

By  H.  ClooucHiLD,  M.B.O.IL 
BRITISH  SECTION. 

Our  esteemed  and  energetic  Editor,  having  himself  described 
the  choice  exotic  birds  at  the  recent  exhibition  of  tlie  I^ondon  Cage 
Bird  Association,  depnted  the  present  writer  to  do  the  same  for  the 
splendid  show  of  birds  that  was  seen  at  the  Corn  Exchange,  in  the 

( I rassmarket,  at  Edinburgh,  on  December  31st,  l'.t09,  and  January  1st, 
I'JIO. 

The  very  generous  classification  provided  (24  classes  all  told)  for 
British  Birds,  was  responded  to  with  a  total  of  419  entries,  an  average 
of  over  17  iDer  class.  As  at  any  other  large  sliow,  most  of  the  classes 
were  of  no  special  interest  to  ornithologists,  being  arranged  for  the 
more  commonly  kept  Einches  and  Buntings. 

As  showing  the  interest  taken  by  our  Northern  friends  in  some 
of  these  birds,  we  may  instance  the  Bullfinch,  for  which,  in  the  British 

Bird  vSection,  two  classes  were  provided,  that  for  males  having  25  en- 
tries and  that  for  female  birds  having  24,  while  foreign  Bullfinches,  in 

the  exotic  section,  had  two  classes  ( <j  and  ?  as  before)  with  four  and 
five  entries  respectively,  a  total  of  58  Bullfinches  entered  for  one  show. 

There  were  also  47  Linnets  (the  "  Lintie  "  of  our  Scottish  friends),  36 
Greenfinches  ("  Green  Linnets,")  32  Siskins,  and  31  Goldfinches, 
these  last,  as  with  the  Bullfinches,  including  the  separate  class  for 
Eoreign  specimens. 

Other  Einches  and  Buntings  nuistered  strongly,  while  the  seven 
classes  for  unspecified  birds,  with  81  entries,  contained  many  charming 
and  interesting  feathered  gems  that  one  rarely  gets  a  sight  of  either  in 
captivity  nr  in  nature. 

The  classes  were  arranged  as  follows  : — 

j- Goldfinch  (British)  ...    16  entries. 
Bullfinch       „  ...  25 
Linnet  (house  moulted)         ...    19  ,, 

,,     (not  house  moulted)    ...    28  „ 
Bramblefinch  ...    17  ,, 
Chaffinch  ...    18  ,, 
Greenfinch  ...    14  „ 

,,        (non  colour  fed)    ...    24  „ 
Siskin  .-•    13  ,, 

„     (non-colour  fed)  ...    20  ,,, 
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1-5 'Mealy  Redpoll  or  Twite        ...  14  entries. 
1 Lesser  Redpoll  ...  20  ,, 
Yellow  Bunting  ...  15  ,, 
Buntings  (any  other  species)  ...  15  „ 

Small  Soft-billed  British  Birds  not  larger  than  Skylark  ...  18  entries. 
Larks  and  Pipits      ...             ...             ...  ...  10  ,, 

Any  species  soft-billed  British  Birds  larger  than  Lark  ...  13  „ 
Any  species  British  Birds  not  classified  above  (Birds  of  Prey 

exeludedj    ...              ...              ...  ...  6  ,, 
Hen  Bullfinches  (excepting  Russian)           ...  ...  26 
Hens,  any  species  of  seed  eater  ...              ...  ...  15  ,, 
Hens,  any  species  of  soft-bill       ...             ...  ...  5  „ 
Albinos,  etc.             ...               ...               ...  .,.  12  ,, 

Any  species  British  Bird  (price  restricted)    ...  ...  20  „ 

These  were  judged  by  our  member  Mr.  C.  T.  Maxwell,  except 
the  last,  which  Mr.  J.  Goodfellow  took. 

The  first  of  the  classes  to  interest  ornithologists  was  that  for 
Buntings,  any  species  other  than  yellow.  The  1st  prize  went  to  a  Corn 
liunting,  while  2nd  was  awarded  to  a  Bunting,  the  like  of  wiiich  was 
probably  never  seen  at  an  exhibition.  It  was  described  in  the  catalogue 

as  an  "  Ortolan,"  l)ut  it  certainly  was  not  that.  Mr.  Sykes,  of  Mussel- 
burgh, was  the  first  to  identify  it,  he  having  discovered  a  description 

to  fit  it  in  l)r.  Butler's  "  Foreign  Bird  Keeping"  it  then  being  named 
the  Red-l)acked  or  Ruddy  Bunting,  its  habitat  apparently  l)eing  tlie 
Eastern  side  oF  Asia  ;  and  yet  this  bird  was  exhibited  in  a  chiss  for 

"  British  Birds  "  !  Tlie  bird  itself  was  in  splendid  condition,  and 
was  very  tame  ;  tlie  plumage  is  as  follows  :  head,  throat,  fore-chest 

back,  upper-iail  coverts,  rump,  inner  secondaries,  medium  coverts 
and  shoulder,  russet ;  res'^  of  wina,  and  tail,  bark  brown;  under, sur- 

face, lemon  yellow  ;  lightly  spotted  on  flanks  with  chains  of  grey  ; 
eye,  dark  brown  ;  feet,  flesh-browQ  ;  beak,  the  same,  darker.  Size 
about  that  of  a  Reed  Bunting  only  of  stouter  buihl.  The  present 
writer  made  a  careful  study  of  it,  with  a  view  to  setting  at  rest  any 
doubt  as  to  its  identity.  It  was  exhibited  by  Mr.  Robert  Kirkwood, 
jun.,  of  Falkirk.  No  less  than  four  Meadow  Buntings  (Embeviza 
cia)  were  in  this  class,  and  it  would  be  of  great  interest  to  oruitliolo- 
gists  to  know  in  what  localities  in  Britain  these  four  birds  were  cap- 

tured. Three  Snow  Buntings,  two  Corn  Buntings,  two  Girls,  a  Reed 
Bunting,  and  a  male  specimen  of  the  true  Black-headed  Bunting 
(Emberiza  mclanoccjiliala)  were  also  shown. 
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The  class  for  small  Insectivorous  British  Birds  (generally  con- 
taining the  most  fascinating  birds  in  the  section)  boasted  18  entries, 

with  two  Black  Eedstarts  (one  exhibited  by  our  member,  Mr.  S. 

Beaty ;  vide  plate)  a  Blue-throated  Warbler,  three  Bearded  Tits,  a 
Red-backed  Shrike  (the  first  I  ever  remember  seeing  at  a  bird  show  ; 
vide  plataj  a  bird  entered  as  a  Gold-crested  Wren  by  Mr.  G.  G. 
Henderson  (described  in  the  weekly  papers  as  a  Fire-crested  Wren, 
but  this  species  the  present  writer  failed  to  find),  while  Mr.  Sydney 
L.  Cocks  exhibited  a  Yellow  Wagtail,  a  Tree  Creeper,  and  one  of  his 

most  interesting  Grasshopper  Warblers.  Two  other  Yellow  Wag- 
tails, a  Grey  Wagtail,  a  Wheatear,  two  Wrynecks,  and  a  Willow 

Warbler  were  also  entered. 

The  class  for  Larks  or  Pipits  contained  three  Shorelarks,  four 
Skylarks,  and  a  Meadow  Pipit. 

The  class  for  any  species  of  Soft-billed  bird,  larger  than  a 
Lark,  contained  two  Waxwings,  a  Chough,  two  Magpies,  two  Missel 
Thrushes,  a  Song  Thrush,  two  Fieldfares,  a  Blackbird,  and  last  but  not 
least,  a  Great  Grey  Shrike.  This  last  was  in  somewhat  imperfect 
condition,  having  the  primaries  damaged.  The  class  for  remaining 
birds  contained  Hawfinches,  which  was  its  chief  claim  to  attention. 

The  class  for  any  species  of  hen  seed-eater  had  no  birds  of 
special  interest  in  it,  while  that  for  any  species  of  hen  soft-billed 
birds  had  a  Tree-creeper,  a  Grey  Wagtail,  and  a  Blackcap  (shown 
by  Mr.  E.  J.  Howe). 

The  class  for  albinos,  etc.,  had  a  dozen  entries  but  we  paid  no 

attention  to  it  on  this  occasion.  The  selling  class  contained  a  Nut- 
hatch and  a  Blackcap  amongst  16  other  birds,  mostly  common 

species, 
It  should  be  remarked  that  the  birds  generally  were  in  the 

high  condition  of  feather,  usual  with  oar  Northern  friends,  and  it 
is  a  matter  for  congratulation  both  that  members  of  the  F.B.C. 
so  far  away  from  Edinburgh  as  Mr.  Beaty,  in  Cheshire,  should 
send  their  beautiful  birds  there,  and  also  that  our  Club  is  getting 
well  known  among  thu  residents,  not  only  of  the  Modern  Athens, 
but  of  the  Lowlands  of  Scotland  generally. 

FOREIGN  SECTION. 

While  the  comparatively  modest  entry  of  90  birds  in  the  nine 
classes  of  the  Foreign  Bird  Section  was  qu  outclassed  by  the  400 
o  Id  British  birds,  the  quality  and  interest  of  these  90  birds  made  up 
for  the  lack  of  quantity  and  both  to  the  ordinary  visitor  and  to  the 
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ornithologist,  there  were  niciny  amongst  the  charming  exotics  that  one 
could  not  fail  to  admire. 

By  the  courtesy  of  the  show  officials  I  was  permitted  both  to 
commence  my  studies  while  birds  were  being  unpacked  and  staged, 
and  to  continue  them  while  the  judging  was  going  on.  It  was  during 
this  latter  time  that  I  had  the  pleasure  of  making  the  acquaintance  af 
our  esteemed  member.  Miss  Peddie  Waddell,  who  was  unheard  of  (to 

me  at  least)  in  the  days  when  I  lived  in  "  Auld  Reekie,"  but  who  has 
since  won  the  gratitude  of  many  exhibitors  who  were  not  able  to  look 
after  their  birds  themselves  when  these  were  at  the  exhibitions,  and 

also,  one  may  suppose  the  gratitude  (or  saved  the  li\es  and  beauty)  of 

many  of  the  birds  themselves.  Miss  Peddie  Waddell  was  already  "  on 
duty  "  when  I  arrived  at  the  show  on  the  Friday  morning,  and  once  I 
had  been  introduced  to  a  few  of  her  birds,  I  seemed  to  discover  tlie 

others  by  instinct,  not  that  her's  were  the  only  ones  in  faultless  con- 
dition and  health,  but  that  all  round,  they  seemed  to  be  most  at  home, 

and  to  be  seen  to  greater  advantage  than  the  others,  possibly  because 
they  lived  not  far  off,  while  their  neighbours  on  the  show  bench  were 
by  no  means  neighbours  at  other  times. 

The  two  first  classes  (Foreign  Goldfinches,  15  entries  ;  Foreign 
Bullfinches,  males,  4  entries,  and  females  5  entries)  call  for  no  special 
remark.  The  third  class,  for  Parrakeets,  had  6  entries  by  Miss  Peddie 
Waddell,  viz.,  Bourkes  Parrakeets  (1st  prize)  Rock  Peblilers,  Many 

Colours ,  Pennants  and  Black  cheeked  Love-birds  (all  tliese  being 
pairs),  and  a  male  King  Parrakeet.  Two  other  entries  of  Black-clieeked 
Love-birds,  four  of  Crimson  Winged  Parakeets,  an  unusually  briglitly 
coloured  Blue-bonnet  Parrakeet,  unfortunatelj'  wild  in  its  cage,  when  I 
went  to  draw  it,  and  a  very  fine  pair  of  Many  Colours,  shown  by  Mr. 
Gavin  Alston.  These  last  were  also  rather  wild  while  being  drawn. 
The  short  tailed  Parrot  class  had  the  best  Hawk-headed  Parrot  I  ever 
saw,  belonging  to  Mr.  S.  Beaty,  a  bird  in  perfect  condition  ;  a  Senegal 
Parrot,  belonging  to  our  member  Mr.  Louis  J.  Arrighi,  and  a  Blue 

fronted  Amazon  of  Miss  Peddie  Waddell's. 

The  class  for  Waxbills,  etc  ,  had  19  entries,  but  nothing  calling 

for  special  remark.  The  next  class,  for  certain  other  seed-eating  birds, 
showed  the  Melba  Finch,  a  male  in  beautiful  condition,  shown  by  our 
member,  Mr.  F.  Howe,  while  Miss  Peddie  Waddell  entered  a  cock 
Virginian  Cardinal  and  a  cock  Pintail  Nonpareil,  and  our  member  Mr. 

G.  M.  Brotiierstone  had  an  interesting  paii-  of  Black-throated  Cardinals, 
a  cock  Green  Cardinal,  and  a  cock  Gouldian  Finch.  A  Cape  Sparrow 
in  faultless  condition  and  colour,  being  shown  by  Mr.  Louis  J.  Arright, 
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along  with  an  unusually  fine  Pintail  Nonpareil,  Miss  Morgan  showing 
a  Black-headed  Gouldian  Finch. 

Tanagers,  etc.,  with  but  5  entries,  had  as  usual  some  of  the 
most  brilliant  birds  of  the  show  and  the  most  brilliant  of  all  of  them 

was  the  Black-throated  Tanager  shown  by  our  member  Mr.  \V.  H. 
Pickles.  This  deservedly  got  1st  prize  A  Festive  Tanager  of  Mr. 

Henderson's  was  awarded  2nd  and  at  one  time  seemed  as  if  it  would 

have  to  be  removed,  but  fortunately  it  recovei'ed  towards  the  close  of 
the  show.  Mr.  Mason  was  3rd,  while  Miss  Peddie  Waddell  was  4th 

with  an  Archbishcjp  Tanager,  and  Mr.  Beaty  showed  a  Tricolour. 

In  the  remaining  class  Miss  Peddie  AVaddell  came  1st  with  an 
Indian  Mynah  (which  looked  much  aggrieved  when  I  drew  him),  2nd 

with  a  Black-throated  Laughing  Thrush,  Mr.  .\rright  .3rd  witli  a  Balti- 
more Hangnest,  and  4th  went  to  Mr.  Alex.  Storrar  with  a  Mynah. 

The  last  class  was  for  young  amateurs  on  the  light  side  of 
sixteen  and  contained  32  specimens  of  the  commoner  liirds,  whose 
exhil)itors  we  may  hope  to  see  competing  with  their  elders  when  they 
have  passed  the  limit. 

In  conclusion,  T  must  thank  one  and  all  that  I  was  brought  into 
contact  with,  for  their  courtesy  and  consideration,  from  our  original 
member,  Mr.  James  F.  Dewar,  who  was  the  first  one  I  went  to  see  ;  Mr. 
Winter,  who  granted  me  permission  to  draw  in  the  show  while  the 
pu1)lic  was  not  admitted  ;  and  lastly,  but  not  least,  to  our  two  members, 
Mr  Louis  .T.  Arrighi,  and  Miss  Peddie  Waddell,  who  both  most  kindly 
gave  me  everv  facility  for  drawing  their  splendid  specimens  of  exotics,  at 
their  own  houses,  and  1  trust  that  my  first  vi.sit  will  not  bo  my  last  to 

the  "  Scottsh  National." 

Editorial. 

Rare  Birds  :  As  will  be  seen  under  month's  arrivals,"  our 
esteemed  meml)er,  Mr.  A  8utcliffe,  is  on  a  visit  to  Jamaica,  Spanisli 

Main,  and  adjacent  islands,  and  the  first  consignment  of  living  birds 

has  recently  come  to  hand  — full  details  can  only  l)e  given  later,  on  Mr. 

Rutcliffe's  return,  but  the  following  notes  will,  I  am  sure  interest 
many. 

Black  and  Yellow  Creeper:  (Certhiuia.  lUirvoho-.  This 
S])ecies,  1  am  of  the  opinion,  is  new  to  avicult  ure,  and  is  vci  y  beautiful, 

dainty  and  fragile  in  appearance.  The  native  name  is  lianana  (^uit,  it  is 

not  much  larger  than  a  Humming  Bird,  in  fact,  is  often  seen  in  company 
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with  tlieiu,  probing  the  same  flowers  for  nectar  and  insects,  but  their 
method  of  doing  so  is  very  different,  Their  sliort  wings  give  them  no 

iiovering  power,  so  perforce  they  liave  to  chng  'l"it-hketo  stem,  tendril, 
leaf  or  ilovver  to  gain  the  necessary  provender  for  themselves  and  tlieir 

family.  P.  H.  Goss,  in  "  Birds  of  Jamaica,"  writes  of  their  nesting 
habits  as  follows  : 

■' The  nest  of  this  bird  is  very  t'reciueiitly,  perhaps  usually,  built  iu 
'  those  low  trees  and  bushes,  from  whose  twigs  depend  the  paper  nests  of  the 
"  brown  wasps,  and  in  close  contiguity  with  them.  The  Grass  Quits  are  said 
'■  to  manifest  the  same  predilection  :  it  is  a  singular  exercise  of  instinct, 
"  almost  of  reason  ;  for  the  object  is  doubtless  the  defence  afforded  by  the 
"presence  of  these  formidable  insects  ;  but  ui)on  what  terms  the  league  of 
"amity  is  contracted  between  the  neighbours,  I  am  iguoi-ant. 

"  It  is  in  the  months  of  May,  June,  and  July  that  this  Creeper  performs 
■'  the  business  of  incubation  I  have  seen  several 
"  completed  nests.  One  now  befcn-e  me  is  in  the  form  of  a  globe,  with  a 
■'  small  opening  below  the  side.  The  walls  are  very  thick,  composed  of  dry 
"grass,  intermixed  irregularly  with  the  down  of  A-sr/e/j/ds.  It  appeared  to 
"have  been  forsaken,  from  my  having  paid  it  too  nmch  attention." 

A  similar  nest,  which  was  examined  later,  contained  two  eggs, 
greenish-white,  thickly  but  indefinitely  dashed  with  reddish,  at  the 

larger  end,  size  §  in.  by  rather  less  than  ̂   in.  'Hie  following  descrip- 
tion is  from  a  body  kindly  sent  me  by  our  esteemed  niendjer,  Mr. 

Suggitt,  who  is  receiving  and  housing  the  various  consignments  as  they 
come  to  hand. 

Adult  male :  Upper  surface  black,  excepting  the  rump,  which 
is  rich  yellow  ;  the  wings  are  black,  with  the  outer  web  of  primaries 

white  at  base  and  finelj'  edged  almost  their  entire  length  with  the 
same  hue;  the  secondaries,  tertiaries  and  tail  feathers  are  all  linely 
tipped  with  white  ;  eye  streak  wliite  ;  throat  (Uirkish  grey  ;  under 
surface  yellow,  their  hue  being  very  deep  and  rich  on  tlie  breast  ; 
ventral  region  and  under  tail  coverts  whitish  ;  underside  of  wings 
white.  Total  length  just  over  4  in.,  wing  expanse  0  in.,  tail  1^  in. 
Mr.  P.  11.  Gross  describes  this  bird  as  being  very  conhding  and  that 

it  can  be  closely  observed  in  a  state  of  nature  at  the  distance  of  a  few- 
feet.  It  is  indeed  a  beautiful  species  and  i  most  certainly  hope  that 
sufficient  will  be  sent  over  for  them  to  be  distributed  among  those 
members  having  such  aviaries  as  will  give  them  a  chance  of  breeding 

— this  species  is  certainly  worth  jnore  than  its  weight  in  gold. 

Red-throated  Blue  Tanager  (Tanagreiia  ruficoiUs)-.  a 
pair  of  this  lovely  species  which  has  been  exhibited  by  our  esteemed 

member,  Mr.  C.  T.  Maxwell,  for  the  past  two  years — has  come  to  hand 

in  good  condition  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  moi'e  will  follow,  us  they 
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are  an  excellent  species  for  aviculturists  to  experiment  with  and  grand 
subject  for  the  garden  aviary  during  the  summer  months.  The  native 

name  is  Orange  Quit,  it  is  also  known  as  the  Feather-tongue  or  Sour- 
sop  bird.  It  is  very  abundant  in  the  orange  groves  when  the  fruit  is 
ripe.  General  colouration  :  Deep  blue  (not  irridescent),  with  throat 

of  a  deep  rich  rufous  hue.  The  female  is  principally  greenish-grey 
and  olive  brown,  with  ashy  under  surface.  Total  length,  5^  in.,  tail 

2i  in." 
Blue  Quits  [I'Juphon'm  Jamaica).  A  pair  of  this  interesting 

species — called  by  Lath  the  Grey  Grosbeak — has  come  to  hand,  and  I 
think  this  also  is  new  to  aviculture.  It  is  of  a  stout  build,  having  but 
a  short  tail,  which  forms  barely  a  third  of  its  total  length,  4^  in.  It  is 

Tit-like  in  its  demeanour  to  the  extent  that  when  foraging  for  food,  no 
position  comes  amiss  to  it  and  is  most  interesting  to  watch  when  so 

engaged. 

Male  :  Upper  surface  glossy  slaty-blue,  washed  with  green  on 
the  rump  ;  quills  blackish-blue  ;  throat,  breast  and  sides  of  body  pahsh 
grey ;  remainder  of  under  surface  yellow ;  under  tail  coverts  white. 

Female:  Similar  to  the  male  but  duller  and  without  any  yellow 

on  the  undersurface  ;  the  upper  tail  coverts  are  yellowish-green.  The 
consignment  also  includes  quite  a  large  number  of  doves,  including 
several  interesting  species,  one  of  which  I  think  is  new  to  aviculture, 

viz.,  the  ring-tailed  pigeon  {Uolumba  carribea),  tiie  following  descrip- 
tion is  from  Goss's  "  Birds  of  Jamaica  "  : 

"  Length  IG  in.,  tail  5f  in.  Jrides,  briUiant  orange  ;  orbits,  carmine  ; 
'■  beak,  black  ;  feet  coral-red.  Crown,  sides  of  head  and  fore-neck,  obscure 
"  reddish-purple  ;  throat  white.  Back  of  neck  splendid  purplish-green  ;  back, 
"  rump,  thighs,  and  parts  beneath  the  wings,  pale  blue.  Basal  half  of  tail 
■■  pale  blue,  gradually  mei'ging  into  a  blackish  blue  bar  nearly  an  inch  broad, 
■■  which  crosses  the  feathers  ;  thence  to  the  tip  greyish-blue.  Wing  quills 
■■  blackish-brown,  the  first  five  edged  with  white  ;  coverts  towards  the  back, 
'■  and  the  pinion  [winglet  VJ  dull  olive  ;  the  rest  of  a  very  dull  blue.  Breast 
"  and  belly  dull  reddish-brown.  Weight  lUoz.  2dr. — (Robinson,  M.S.S.,  ii, 
"  144,  abridged)." 

The  other  specimens  coming  to  hand  are  White-wing  Doves 
[Turtar  Leueopterus)  ;  Pea  Doves  {Zenaida  amabilis)  also  known  as 
the  Zenaida  Pigeon  ;  Bald-pate  {Goliirnha  leudocephala),  best  known 
in  this  country  as  tlie  White-crown etl  Pigeon  ;  White-bellied  Pigeon 
(Peristera  jamaiceyisis),  a  very  beautiful  species ;  Ground  Doves 

{Chamtepelia  passerina)  ;  Partridge  Dove  (Geotr-ygon  montana).  ShaU 
hope  to  refer  to  some  of  these  species  again  in  a  later  issue,  i  expect 
before  these  lines  are  in  print  another  consignment  will  have  arrived. 
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A  Homing  Stanley  Parrakeet.    Our  esteemed  member, 

Mr.  Iv  .1.  l5i\)oks,  informs  iiie  thut  a  Stanley  Parrakeet,  which  escaped 

from  liis  aviary  last  August  and  not  been  seen  since,  has  just  returned 

to  its  aviary  and  is  in  excellent  condition.  This  bird  has  evidently  had 

no  dilliculty  in  catering  for  itself,  even  though,  presumably,  it  has 

remained  in  the  North  tiie  whole  period — the  latter  portion  of  this 

period,  November  and  December  were  anything  but  kindly  as  to 
climVxtic  conditions  for  a  tropical  bird  to  fend  for  itself  in  a  strange 

country.  This  amply  demonstrates  that  this  species  can  be  kept  out 
of  doors  aU  the  year  round. 

Dr.  BOWdler  Sharpe.  All  interested  in  bird-life,  will 

learn  with  deep  regret  of  the  passing  away  on  December  25th  last  of 

Dr.  Bowdler  Sliarpe,  the  able  and  energetic  head  of  the  Bird-room  of 
the  British  Museum.  His  ready  courtesy  and  kindly  help  to  those 

seeking  his  aid  in  the  naming  of  skins  of  rare  birds  or  living  speci- 
mens, made  for  him  many  friends,  and,  he  will  be  much  missed  both 

by  the  casual  and  regular  frequenters  of  the  Bird-room.  He  com- 

menced his  career  as  a  clerk  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and  Sons',  passing 
thence  to  Mr.  Quaritch's  ;  in  1869  he  entered  upon  the  duties  of  (drat) 
librarian  to  the  Zoological  Society,  and  in  1872  he  passed  to  the  Bird- 

room  of  the  British  Museum;  at  this  period  ('1872)  the  number  of 
specimens  was  well  under  50,000  ;  at  the  time  of  his  demise,  the  total 
was  but  little  short  of  half  a  million.  The  Catalogues  of  the  British 

Museum,  as  well  as  various  monographs,  bearing  his  name  on  their 

title  paged,  will  ever  remain  a  monument  of  his  ability,  energy,  and 
thoroughness. 

The  Longevity  of  Birds.  The  reading  of  the  record  of  a 
Zebra  Waxbill  living  for  the  space  of  nine  years  as  a  cage  bird,  in  an 

ordinary  room  (vide  "  Cage  Birds,"  January  8th,  1910),  reminds  me 
that  such  records  are  of  much  interest,  that  evidently  many  do  not 
consider  such  sufficiently  noteworthy  to  place  on  record.  This  is  not  so 
and  I  trust  our  members  will  place  on  record  cases  of  longevity,  not 
only  among  their  own  birds,  but  also  any  which  come  under  their 

notice — the  species  in  question  is  one  of  the  most  enduring  of  the 
Waxbills,  and  I  have  had  numerous  cases  of  their  living  over 
eight  years,  out  of  doors  in  my  garden  aviary  all  the  year  round.  At 
the  present  time  I  have  a  pair  of  Cockateels,  simply  perfect  as  regards 
plumage  and  vigour,  which  came  to  me  fully  adult,  and  have  been  in 
my  possession  nine  and  a  half  years,  and  apparently  are  quite  likely  to 
live  as  many  more.    Fully  one  half  of  the  occupants  of  my  aviaries  at 
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the  present  time  have  been  with  me  for  periods  varying  from  five  to 
ten  years. 

Errata.  The  Wryneck.  Mr.  F.  Howe  writes  me  that  he 
has  been  misprinted  in  his  article  in  December  issue  of  B.N.  He  gave 

the  call  note  as  kek-kek-kek-iiek  and  not  "  keki-keki-keki-keki  "  as 
printed. 

Correspondence. 

LATE  BREEDING  OF  BLACK  CHEEK  LOVE  BIRDS. 

Sir. — It  may  he  of  interest  to  you  to  know  that  I  now  have  (Dec. 
22)  two  young  Black  Hheeked  Love  Birds  flying  about,  just  able  to  feed 
themselves.  The  parents  have  been  trying  to  breed  all  the  spring  but 
without  success.  There  is  another  hen  sitting  on  two  or  three  eggs. 
The  Black  Oheeks  have  hatched  several  young  birds  which  died  on 
coming  out  of  nest  or  learnng  to  fly.  They  fed  on  millet,  canary  seed, 
spray  millet,  and  oats,  and  green  stuff  G.  B.  Wright. 

A  RARE  ACQUISITION. 

Sir. — In  reply  to  your  enquiries, — The  Tickell's  Flycatcher 
{Cyoniis  tickelli)  was  sent  me  last  week  by  Mr.  Galloway,  of  Reading, 
who  states  that  it  has  moulted  with  him  ;  it  is  a  cock  bird  and  a  good 

songster ;  as  regards  the  latter  it  has  not  yet  favoured  us  with  a  per- 
formance. 

The  bird  is  similarly  shaped  to,  but  slightly  smaller  than,  an 

English  Robin.  The  colour  of  the  head,  back  and  tail,  being  very 
dark  blue  ;  the  wings  are  blue,  suffused  with  a  brownish  tinge  ;  throat 
and  breast  pale  orange,  toning  olT  to  pale  lemon  on  the  abdomen. 
Large  and  lustrous  black  eyes,  black  beak,  and  light  coloured  legs  and 
feet. 

I  ain  sending  this  description,  but  if  our  bird  is  a  cock  it  does 

not  agree  with  that  given  by  Gates  in  the  "  Fauna  of  Brit  India  " 
(copy  of  which  I  quote  below) ;  either  the  bird  is  immature,  or  has 
lost  his  red  breast  in  the  moult  in  this  country,  as  the  Nonpareil 

Bunting  does,  or  it  is  a  hen. 

He  is  very  active,  darting  all  about  his  cage  and  has  a  peculiar 

way  when  excited  of  flicking  his  tail  up,  spreading  it  out  like  a  fan, 
and  lowering  it  quite  slowly. 

Diet  :  He  gets  Galloway's  "  Life  Mixture  "  and  about  six  meal- 
worms per  day. 
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Tt.  is  also  known  as  Horsfield's  Blue  Redbreast  and  'J'ickeH's 
Blue  Redbreast. 

T  liave  just  heard  from  Mr.  Grallowaj'  confirming  his  previous 
statement — "  it  is  a  cock  and  one  of  those  species  unable  to  keep  their 

full  natural  colouring  in  captivity,"  —he  also  writes  as  follows  :  - 
"  When  I  first  received  him,  his  breast  was  not  a  genuine  red 

colour— I  should  call  it  a  rich  terra-cotta  colour,  not  the  real  terra-cotta, 
but  of  a  lighter  shade." 

This  you  will  see  brings  him  into  agreement  witli  Oates'  des- 
cription, but  he  uses  the  term  ferruginous. 

"  CV/o/vz/.s-  rnhpciiJiiidcx  (Blue  Throated  Redbreast).  Coi.ohkatio.n 
Male  :  Forehead  and  a  streak  over  the  eye,  glistening  blue  ;  lores  and 
the  feathers  at  the  base  of  the  bill,  black  ;  ear-coverts,  dusky  blue  ; 
upper  plumage,  dark  blue,  the  tail  with  black  shafts  and  the  inner  webs 
mostly  brown  ;  wings,  dark  brown,  each  feather  narrowly  edged  with 
dark  blue  ;  lesser  wing  coverts,  bright  blue  ;  chin,  throat,  cheeks  and 
aides  of  nock,  dusky  blue  ;  breast  and  upper  abdomen,  bright  ferruginous  ; 
lower  abdomen  and  under  tail  coverts,  white  ;  under  wing-coverts,  pale 

ferruginous." 
"  Cyoriih  t/rkfilli  (Tickell's  Blue  Flycatcher)  from  Fauna  of 

British  India,  Oates,  Vol.  II.  page  25.  Colouration.  Male  resembles 
the  male  of  (h/ariils  rnhecaloide.a,  but  is  larger  and  of  a  duller  colour  ; 
the  rufous  of  the  breast  rises  up  into  the  throat  and  chin,  leaving  only 
the  extreme  point  of  the  latter  black. 

"  Female  resembles  the  male  closely.  The  whole  upper  plumage, 
sides  of  heads,  coverts  and  visible  portions  of  the  closed  wings  and  tail, 
dull  blue  ;  forehead,  eyebrows,  and  bend  of  wing,  shining  cobalt  blue  ; 
lores  and  feathers  over  the  nostrils,  whitish  ;  chin,  throat  and  breast,  pale 
orange  ;  remainder  of  lower  plumage,  whitish. 

"  The  young  are  streaked  with  fulvous  and  resemble  the  young  of 
the  other  members  of  the  genus.  Iris,  brown  ;  bill,  blackish  ;  legs  and 
feet,  bluish  brown,  dusky  bluish,  or  l)luish  grey.  Length,  nearl}'  (Jin.  ; 
tail,  2"5in. ;  wing,  2"8in.  :  tarsus,  '7  ;  bill  from  gape,  75. 

"  Di.sTRiHUTiON.  The  whole  peninsular  of  India  except  Lind  and 
the  extreme  N.W.  portion.  It  is  absent  from  the  Hinr.dayas.  It  appears 

to  be  I'esident  wherever  found,  but  may  be  locally  migratory  according 
to  season  and  place.    This  Flycatcher  occur.s  iti  Ceylon  up  to  40()l)ft. 

"  Habits.  Breeds  in  May,  June  and  July,  constructing  a  nest  of 
dead  leaves  and  grass  in  a  hole  of  a  bank  or  tree,  laying  three  eggs, 
which  are  so  thickly  speckled  as  to  appear  of  an  olive  colour  or  brownish 

rufous  throughout.    Size  'TGin.  V)y  •,5()in. 

I  have  also  quoted   Gates'  description  of  C.  ruhirjdoides.  as 
the  description  of  tichelli  is  not  complete  witliout  same. 

TiNNiswooD  Miller,  F.Z.S 
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THE  NESTING  OF  PEKIN  ROBINS. 

Sir. — You  will  be  interested  to  learn  that  last  August  I  came 
very  near  having  some  Pekin  Robins  hatched  out.  The  old  birds 

built  a  deep  cup-shaped  nest,  somewhat  like  a  Whitethroat's,  in  a  Box 
bush,  in  the  out-door  aviary.  Three  eggs  were  laid  and  closely  incu- 

bated for  ten  days  ;  on  the  llth  day  one  egg  had  disappeared,  the  two 
remaining  ones  also  disappeared,  one  each  morning.  This  was 
disappointing  as  the  eggs  were  fertile.  I  fancy  the  old  birds  ate  them, 
though  there  were  no  signs  of  their  having  done  so. 

W.  T.  Rogers. 

BREEDING  YELLOW  BUDGERIGARS  FROM  GREEN  PARENTS,  Sc. 

Sir. — In  response  to  your  enquiry,  in  the  course  of  your  remarks 

on  Mr.  Willford's  aviaries  in  November  Bird  Notes  re  Green  Budger- 
igars producing  young  of  the  yellow  variety,  it  may  be  of  interest  if  I 

relate  a  similar  occurrence  in  my  aviary  this  year. 

My  aviary  was  completed  last  February  and  I  turned  in  two 

pairs  of  Green  Budgerigars — T  have  never  possessed  the  yellow  variety. 
After  several  abortive  attempts  each  pair  successfully  brought  up  a  brood 
and  now  four  fine  young  birds  are  flying  about  the  aviary,  one  of 
which  is  a  pure  yellow,  with  dark  eyes,  the  undulating  marks  of  the 
plumage  being  very  faint  and  indistinct.  I  am  unable  to  say  whether 
my  adult  pairs  were  pure  bred  Greens,  but  they  appear  so. 

I  was  much  interested  in  Mr.  Mathias'  article  on  the  "  Breeding 
of  Passerine  Parrakeets,  and  it  may  interest  him  to  hear  that  the  odd 
cock  I  procured  from  him  has  been  out  of  doors  ever  since  I  received 
it  from  him,  and  up  to  the  present  (December  .SOth)  it  is  apparently 
very  fit  and  vigorous.  M.  J.  Flannery. 

SEXUAL  DISTINCTIONS  OF  BLACK  LORIES. 

Sir. — Tn  reply  to  your  enquiry,  I  make  out  that  the  sexual 
distinction  in  the  Black  Lories  is  as  follows  :  Tlie  hen  has  a  slightly 
brighter  eye  than  the  cock,  in  both  tliere  is  a  thin  ring  round  the 
pupil,  this  is  of  a  bright  brown  colour  in  the  cock,  and  golden  in  the 
hen.  The  dilTerenne  is  vcrv  slight  1)nt  quite  marked  when  the  two  are 
contrasted.  F.  J.  Brook. 

MEMBERS'  GATHERINGS. 

Sir, — Do  you  tliink  it  could  be  arnuiged  tor  as  iiiany  of  our 
members  as  care  to  do  so,  to  meet,  say.  the  first  Wednesday  in 
February,  April,  .July  and  October  (or  any  other  date  as  might  be 
arranged)  at  the  Zoo,  about  a.m.,  to  be  shown  over  the  ])ird 
houses,  &c.,  and  we  should  be  aljle  to  compare  experiences,  etc. 
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If  you  think  the  suggestion  advisable  T  shall  be  glad  if  you 
will  put  it  forward  as  a  proposition. 

Walter  Swayrland. 

[I  am  certainly  in  favour  of  Mr.  Swaysland's  sug'gestion,  which  I 
consider  might  with  advantage  be  extended  and  that  simihir  gatherings 
might  be  arranged  N.,  S.,  E.,  and  W.,  so  as  to  meet  the  convenience  of  all. 
Will  members  kindly  convey  to  me  their  opinions  upon  the  matter,  so  that, 
shall  I  say,  expert meiitul  gatherings,  may  be  arranged  as  early  as  possible. 
—Ed.] 

Sir, — I  should  like  to  suggest  that  as  many  of  our  members  as 
possible  meet  at  the  Palace  Show  ;  have  a  dinner  or  something  similar, 
and  meeting  afterwards,  as  I  feel  sure  such  would  tend  to  the  well-being 
of  the  club.  J.  H.  HARRISON. 

[Will  all  who  care  to  attend  such  a  gathering  communicate  with  me  at 
once  and  I  will  arrange  for  same,  probably  Saturday  afternoon  or  evening 
would  suit  the  majority.— Ed.] 

The  Month's  Arrivals. 

On  December  Kith  I  received  from  my  friend,  Mr.  A.  Sutcliffe,  who  is 
holiday  making  in  the  West  Indies,  sixteen  Passerine  Ground  Doves,  fifteen 
White  Winged  Doves,  six  Pea  Doves,  four  White  Headed  Doves,  Three 
Violet  Doves,  Three  Partridge  Doves,  and  a  Hen  Ring-tailed  Pigeon,  What, 
however,  was  of  more  interest  to  me,  was  a  cage  of  small  birds.  Mr.  Sutcliffe 
despatched  eleven  Honey  Suckers,  nine  Blue  Quits,  a  pair  of  Orange  Quits, 
and  a  Yellow  Warbler.  Seven  of  the  Honey  Suckers  arrived  alive,  they  are 
pretty  little  Black  and  Yellow  Tree  Creepers  ;  the  pair  of  Orange  Quits  are 
Red-throated  Blue  Ta.na,gers,((Tlossnpt/la  riiffic(in /■'<),  they  are  both  alive  and  in 
show  condition.  The  nine  Blue  Quits  had  been  kept  in  a  small  tamborine 
by  some  native  boys  for  a  week,  and  were  in  wretched  condition  when 
despatched,  four  of  them  however  reached  here  alive,  they  are  Tanagers 
(EupJio/i/ii  Jaiiiaica)  ;  the  Warbler  was  dead  on  arrival. 

A  second  lot  left  Kingston,  Jamaica,  on  December  KUh,  and  reached 
me  on  the  .Slst,  and  when  I  say  that  it  is  my  opinion  that  they  had  not  been 
fed  after  leaving  Port,  it  is  needless  for  me  to  add  that  they  were  all  dead, 
why  the  cages  were  despatched  to  me  labelled  live  birds  I  do  not  know, 
probably  it  was  a  joke  on  the  part  of  the  party  into  whose  charge  they  were 
given  ;  they  would  have  been  an  interesting  lot  if  they  had  been  fed  en 
route  ;  tliey  wci-e  i)i'incii)ally  Tanagers  and  Tree  Creepers,  but  past  close 
examination.  R.S. 

T  w.is  fortunate  enough  to  be  at  Mr.  Flamlyn's  last  Friday,  when  some 
birds  arrived  from  Janr.iica,  among  them  a  cock  Red-throated  Blue  Tanager, 
with  three  hens  or  immature  cocks,  and  a  bird  which  was  ()uite  new  to  me, 
which  I  take  to  be  the  Banana  Quit.  S.M.T, 
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Australian  Finches.  Recently  a  fairly  large  consignment  of  these 
much  soiiivht  after  and  interesting  species,  have  come  to  hand.  Very  probably 
however,  by  the  time  these  lines  are  in  print,  most  of  them  will  have  been 
disposed  of  ;  they  consist  of  the  following  : 

Chestnut  Finches.  Masked  Grassfinches 
Gouldian       ,,  Longtailed  „ 
Parson  „  Sydney  Waxbills. 

AH  are  being  offered  at  reasonable  prices,  and  should  be  worth  our 
members  consideration.  W.T.P. 

Post-Mortem  Reports. 

(Vide  Rules). 

Far  rpplies  h//  poxf,  a  fee  of  2s.  6(1.  must  he  sent;  this  i-pi/iihit/nn  mil/  not  he 
hrokeii  wider  any  condiiinn. 

Post-Mortem  Reports  can  only  appear  in  next  issue  when  they  are  received 
hy  Mr.  Gray  prior  to  the  31st  of  any  month. 

Tuberculosis:  Fennani-  Pakkakeet.     A  member  of  the  Foreign 
Bird  Clul)  sent  a  male  Pennant  Parrakeet  for  a  post-mortem  examination. 
The  following  is  the  history  forwarded  :   The  bird  was  one  of  a  pair  and  had 
been  ailing  oft  and  on  for  about  three  months.    At  one  time  the  owner 
thought  he  had  cured  it,  but  about  a  fortnight  ago  there  came  a  relapse  and 
the  bird  died  yesterday.    The  owner  pointed  out  a  growth  over  the  eye. 

The  Pennants  were  kept  in  the  same  aviary  as  some  Budgerigars,  and 
have  had  the  same  food  exactly  as  they  have  had,  viz.  :  white  oats,  white  and 

spray  millet,  white  sunflower  seed,  and  the  "  leavings  "  of  the  more  expensive 
seeds  from  the  Finches.  The  Pennants  have  never  had  access  to  milk. 
The  hen  Pennant  is  perfectly  healthy.  The  pair  were  separated  from  the 
time  the  dead  bird  was  first  taken  ill.  One  of  the  Budgerigars  (a  hen)  flies 
with  difficulty,  but  this  has  been  so  for  some  months,  and  is  due,  the  owner 
thinks,  to  injury  received  and  not  to  disease,  as  it  was  so  before  the  Pennants 
arrived  from  a  fancier. 

The  dead  bird  was  very  much  emaciated  and  in  consequence  its  breast- 
bone was  very  prominent.  There  were  some  yellow  tubercular  bodies 

under  the  skin  of  the  occiput,  the  posterior  angle  of  right  ramus  of  lower 
mandible,  in  the  naso-palatine  region  and  at  the  root  of  right  lung,  the  anterior 
two-thirds  of  which  were  the  seat  of  {tneumonia.  Thei'e  was  also  a  tubercle 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  left  carotid  artery  on  a  level  with  the  syrinx.  On  the 
left  upper  eyelid  there  was  a  small  wart-like  gi'owth.  The  left  abdominal 
air-sac,  on  its  internal  surface,  was  lined  with  a  yellowish  exdate.  The  liver 
and  other  organs  were  free  from  tubercles. 

The  conclusion  I  came  to  was,  that  it  was  a  case  of  tuberculosis,  and 
on  microscopical  examination  I  discovered  the  bacillus  of  tuberculosis. 

The  remains  were  ;ifterwards  sent  to  Sir  John  McFadyean,  Royal 

Veterinary  College,  Camden  Town,  N.W.,  who  informed  me  "  Tubercle 
bacilli  were  very  numerous  in  lesions  in  Parrakeet." 
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I  shall  fully  deal  with  Tuberculosis  in  birds  in  a  future  number  of 
B/r/l  Ntitoi. 

Pintail  Nonpareil  (Mrs.  Longdon).    Cause  of  death,  pneumonia. 
Lesser  Bird  of  Paradise.  Cause  of  death,  gape-parasite  f  Si/iir/diniix 

trar/iealis)  in  windpipe.  There  were  also  several  specimens  of  tape-worm 
and  a  few  hair-like  worms  in  the  small  (anterior)  intestine. 

Hen  Rosella  (Wm.  Shore  Baily).  I  found  on  post-mortem  examina- 
tion an  old  standing  lesion  in  the  lung,  and  the  abdominal  air-sacs  were  the 

seat  of  a  fibrinous  inflammation.  The  breast  bone  was  prominent,  indicating 
that  the  bird  had  been  ill  some  time. 

Henky  Gray,  M.E.C.V.S. 
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IMPORTANT. 

The  Magazine.  The  present  is.,ue  is  the  first  of  a  New  Series,  and 
the  attention  of  members  is  drawn  to  the  fact  that  it  is  printed  and  pnblished 
by  J.  H.  Henstock,  Market  Place,  Ashbourne,  Derbysliire,  to  whom  all 
complaints  re  non-arrival,  orders  for  extra  issues.  Bound  Vols.,  and  binding 
of  loose  parts  should  be  sent. 

New  Members.  It  is  feared  that  some  who  joined  quite  late  in  the 
year  have  not  received  the  whole  of  the  back  issues  due  to  them  ;  owing  to 
change  of  publishers,  some  confusion  has  unavoidably  arisen,  and  till  our 
stock  is  transferred,  such  cannot  be  remedied.  If  all  who  are  any  issues 
missing  of  Vol.  VIII.  {i.e. — March  to  December,  ten  issues  in  all)  will  send 
full  particulars  to  the  Hon.  Business  Secretary,  H.  Willford,  Upland  View, 
Havenstreet,  I.  of  W.,  such  shall  be  attended  to  as  early  as  possible.  We 
trust  this  explanation  unll  explain  any  apparent  neglect. 

Late  Publishing.  This  is  owing  to  revision  of  Roll  and  re-arranging 
of  Committees — of  necessity,  the  first  and  last  issues  of  any  volume  must  be 
late. 

BOUND   VOLUMES  OF  "BIRD  NOTES. 

Volume  I.  is  out  of  print. 
Of  Volume  II.  &  III.  there  remain  only  a  few  copies, 

to  Members  and  Associates each 

21/- 
Volumes  IV.  &  V.  vAth  hand-coloured  plates 

to  Members  and  Associates 
to  others           -      -  - 

each 

i» 

10/6 

15/- 

Volume  VI.  &  VII.  loith  hand-coloured  plates 
to  Members  and  Associates 
to  others            -       -  - 

each 

15/- 20/- Cases  for  binding  Vols.  I.,  II.,  III.,  IV.,  V.,  VI.  and  VII.  may  be  had, 
price  1/3  each  post  free. 

Application  for  Bound  Volumes  and  cases  must  be  made  to  the 
Publisher. 

Cases  for  Binding  Vol.  VIII.  now  ready,  to  be  obtained  of  the  .  .  . 
.  .  .  Publisher. 

The  Publisher,  J.  H.  HENSTOCK,  Market  Place,  Ashbourne,  wUl  be 

pleased  to  bind  Member's  copies  at  2/9  each  including  Cover  and 
return  postage. 





Bird  Notes. 

Some  Notable  Exhibits  at  the  Palace  Show. 

1.    Black-cheeked  W;ixhill  exhibited  by  C.  T.  Maxwell. 
'2.    Black-headed  Sugar  Kird  exhibited  by  J.  H.  Hairisoii. 
?>.    Mr.  Johnstone's  Ijorikeet  exhibited  l)y  ().  Millsnni. 
4.    White-cai)ped  Redstart  exhibited  by  S.  M.  Towiisond. 

Drawn  from  life  hy  II.  (iooi/ffi/lf/. 
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BIRD  NOTES: 

 THE  

JOURNAL  OF  THE   FOREIGN   BIRD  CLUB. 

British  and  Foreign  Birds  at  the  National  Show. 

FOREIGN  SECTION. 

By  Wesley  T.  Page,  F.Z.S.,  utc. 

I  |>r(i|)()S('  (leviatiug  from  tlie  usual  course  and  noticing 

first,  SOUK'  of  tlie  nioi-e  iiotal)l('  ami  striking  birds,  before  dealing 
with  the  classes  in  genei'al,  and  first  of  all  making  a  few  remarks 
as  to  length  of  show  and  suitability  of  building,  as  affecting  the 
Foreign  section. 

In  the  first  place  I  must  congratulate  the  management. 
This  left  nothing  to  be  desired,  everything  that  could  be  done  was 
done  to  make  the  conditions  perfect,  and  Mr.  J.  Ramsden  with  his 
genial  and  untiring  energy,  was  as  usual,  on  hand  whenever 
wanted,  and  the  L.P.O.H.  certainly  merited  the  success  attained. 

Building  And  Period  of  Show.  While  I  should 

regret  to  utter  a  word  that  would  prejudice  in  any  way  an  ener- 
getic society,  still,  though  a  member  of  the  L.P.O.S.,  I  cannot,  as 

reviewing  the  show  for  Bird  Notes,  do  other  than  frankly  state 
that  a  more  unsuitable  building  than  the  Crystal  Palace  would  be 

hard  to  find.  This  is  no  new  thought — for  though  almost  super- 
human efforts  were  taken,  draught  could  not  be  eliminated  ;  the 

efforts  to  mitigate  the  draught  evil  resulted  in  light  being  obscured, 
thus  the  poor  exhibits  had  to  contend  with  alternating  currents  of 
heat,  cold  draught,  and  bad  light.  Where  these  evils  cannot  be 

got  rid  of  a  new  home  should  be  found  for  the  show,  in  spite  of 
the  draw  the  historic  glass  house  is  to  bird  lovers  from  a  distance. 

Moreover  the  period  is  much  too  long  for  exotic  species,  the  Sun- 
day coming  in  l)etween  complicates  matters  still  more,  and  I  am 

convinced  that  till  something  is  done  in  this  direction  Foreign 

Bii'd  exhibiting  will  be  on  the  decline,  rather  than  on  the  increase. 
This  is  also  in  the  light  of  the  undoubted  fact  that  Foreign  Bird 
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keepers  are  on  the  increase,  and,  in  my  opinion,  this  i'uUy  accounts 
for  the  Foreign  Bird  entries  for  I'.tlO,  being  l)elow  those  of  1909. 
I  kriow  several  prominent  exhibitors — their  numljers  will  increase 
— who  would  not  enter  on  that  account.  I  am  fully  aware  of  the 
importance  of  the  Satunlay  gate  ;  at  the  same  time  the  birds  must 
receive  some  consideration,  and  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the 
case  would  be  fully  met  by  a  show  running  from  Wednesday  to 
Saturday  inclusive.  Personally  I  do  not  l)elieve  the  gate  would 

suflFer  fi'om  the  change,  and  my  oijinion  is,  that  both  the  visitor 
from  a  distance  and  the  Foreign  Bird  entries  would  soon  show  a 
decided  increase. 

We  will  now  pi'oceed  to  review  llie  principal  entrants, 
leaving  the  consideration  of  classes  ami  awar(^ls  till  the  end. 

Hunstein's  Magnificent  Bird  op  Paradise  {Diphy- 
llodrs  inagmfica)  : — This  was  the  great  attraction  of  the  show, 
being  much  steadier,  sleeker,  and  the  hues  of  the  plumage  also 

appear  to  have  deepened  since  it  made  its  first  bow  to  the  public 

at  the  Horticultural  Hall.  1  do  not  purpose  giving  a  desci-iption 
here,  as  a  coloureil  plate  is  in  course  of  prejmration  and  will 
appear  in  the  present  volume.  Of  much  interest  to  aviculturists 
and  liird  students  were  the  displays  of  the  bird,  one  of  which  I  was 
privileged  to  observe,  being  specially  so.  This  consisted  in  the 

bird  swelling  out  at  the  chest,  dropping  the  wings,  a  sort  of  tremu- 
lous motion  seeming  to  pervade  all  the  feathers,  the  straw-coloured 

ruff  at  the  bottom  of  the  neck  extended  vertically,  thus  exposing 

the  rich  bi'onzy  reds  and  golds  of  the  upper  back,  and  the  long 
tail  was  extended  in  wide  lateral  curves.  It  was  of  great  interest, 

the  bird  retaining  the  attitude  and  repeating  it  twice  in  succession — 

sufficiently  long  for  me  to  take  notes  of  the  posture.  It  cai*ried  off 
premier  honours. 

Mrs.  Johnstone's  Lorikeet  {Trichoglossus  johnstunice) : 
— According  to  our  esteemed  member,  Mr.  W.  Goodfellow,  who 
first  imported  this  species  alive,  in  1905,  and  who  described  his 

experiences  in  the  "  Avicultural  Magazine,"  January,  1906  ;  it  is 
found  only  on  the  mountains  of  Minadairo  in  the  Southern  Philli- 
pines,  ranging  between  an  altitude  of  4,000  and  8,000  feet.  From 

their  demeanour  while  in  his  possession,  and  the  climatic  condi- 
tions from  which  he  took  them,  Mr.  Goodfellow  makes  the  follow- 

ing deductions  : 

"  Given  sufficient  space  I  have  no  doubt  that  several  pairs  would 
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■'nest  toLicllicr  ill  liannoiiy.  and  i)erluii)s  like  Hiulj-crigais  do  so  luoro 
"readily.  Tliuy  ought  to  thrive  well  in  England  so  far  as  climate  is  con- 
■■  corned.  Dui  ing  February  and  March  I  kept  a  record  of  the  temperature 
"at  my  cam])  on  A\>o.  and  at  six  o'clock  in  the  morning  I  often  found  it  as 
"  low  as  iW  deg.  I'^ah..  while  the  highest  mid-day  temperature  in  the  shade 
"  was  (W  deg.  This  was  an  isolated  part  for  it  more  often  reached  only 
"")(■) deg.  and  deg.  Fall.  This  was  the  dry  season  during  the  N.E.  mon- 
"  soon,  but  ill  .July  and  August  the  tenii)erature  would  be  somewhat 

"  higher."" 
"At  night  I  found  the  [jish-lish*  all  slei)t  together,  crowded  into  one 

"  corner  at  the  bottom  of  the  cage,  with  their  heads  to  the  wall.  I  often 
"heard  little  S(iuabbles  going  on  in  the  night  as  one  pi-obably  tried  to  get  a 
"  warmer  spot  and  pushed  others  out.  Xo  doubt  in  their  wild  state  they 
"  sleep  in  this  manner  in  the  holes  of  trees  for  the  sake  of  mutual  warmth 
"during  the  cold  nights  in  the  high  altitudes  which  they  inhabit." 

Their  demeanour  in  cage  life  exactly  corresponds  with  the 
above  description.  A  brief  description  is  called  for,  especially  as 
the  pair  exhibited  were  young  birds,  and  had  neither  the  full 
depth  of  colour,  and,  also  the  red  areas  on  head,  face  and  throat, 
were  somewhat  restricted  to  what  they  will  be  later.  A  rough  and 

ready  description  would  be  the  head  plumage  of  a  Varied,  and  the 

body  plumage  of  a  Scaly-breasted  Lorikeet.  The  body  colouring- 
is  green,  with  the  feathers  of  the  under-surface  yellow,  margined 
with  green,  imparting  a  beautiful  scaled  appearance  ;  the  forehead, 
throat,  and  streak  under  the  eye  and  across  nape  of  the  neck, 

crimson  ;  legs  and  feet,  bluish  ;  beak,  coral-red  with  dark  yellow 
edges.  Their  principal  food  when  wild  is  honey,  and  in  capitivity 

milk-sop  and  ripe  fruit  must  form  the  bulk  of  their  diet.  In  1907 
Mrs.  Johnstone  successfully  bred  this  species  in  her  aviaries  at 
Groomsbridge,  fully  rearing  two  young  birds.  The  old  birds 
fed  on  spray  millet,  sweetened  bread  and  milk  ;  half  an  orange 
also  being  consumed  daily.  Mrs.  Johnstone  found  them  to  be 
perfectly  hardy. 

Though  not  yet  having  their  full  beauty  of  plumage,  Mr. 

Millsum's  pair  of  birds  were  a  beautiful  and  rare  exhibit,  and  well 
worth  the  award  (2nd  prize)  they  won.  A  most  interesting  species 
for  aviculturists. 

Stella  Lory  {Gharmosyna  stellce) : — This  beautiful 
species,  of  which  a  fine  male  was  exhibited  by  Mr.  Millsum,  has  for 
several  years  graced  the  aviaries  at  Hoddom  Castle  of  our  esteemed 

*  Native  Name. 
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ineiiibur,  Mr.  E.  J.  lirook.  It  was  indrcMl  a  hrautii'ul  species, 
words  fail  to  more  tliaii  iiidieate  tlie  Klowiiiy  aii<l  Hlisteuiut;  plum- 

age, and  as  a  coloured  plate,  from  the  brush  of  Mr.  H.  (roodchild. 
is  almost  ready,  and  will  prol)al)ly  appear  in  the  March  issue,  1 
shall  content  myself  here  with  the  merest  descri|)tion,  whicli  I 
made  at  the  show. 

Adult  Mdlc  :  Uppei-  sui-face,  rich  carmine  :  back  wings, 

dark  green:  rump,  blue  and  lUdl-pui-ple  ;  a  patch  of  longish 
lilacine  feathers  adorn  tlie  hind  lu'atl,  followed  by  a  patch  of  black 
on  the  nape  ;  under  surface,  ci'imsou,  very  dark  and  intense — 
almost  purplish — on  the  lower  ])reast  and  sides  of  l)0(ly  and 
thighs  ;  the  tail  is  dark  green,  the  two  central  feathers  being  over 

ten  inches  long  and  flexible,  these  are  reildish-orange  for  the 
lower  half  and  yellow  at  the  tips  ;  there  are  a  few  white  streaks  on 
the  flanks  surrounded  with  blue.  Total  length,  about  li)^  inches. 

A  grand  exhibit,  perfect  in  every  respect,  carrying  off  the  1st  and 
four  special  prizes.  Mr.  Millsum  is  certainly  to  be  congTatulated 
on  his  rare  and  l)eautif  ul  accpiisitions. 

White-capped  Redstart  {Ghwi/iorrornis  Icucoa'phn/d)  -. 
A  very  beautiful  and  uncommon  exhibit,  staged  by  our  esteemed 
mendjer,  Mr.  S.  M.  Townsend.  All  the  Indian  Redstarts  are 
favourites  of  mines,  of  which  I  have  kept  two  species,  but  have 
at  the  present  only  the  Plumbeous  {K.  fiiliginosa),  and  when  I 
say  that  he  is  now  spending  his  second  winter  out  of  doors,  and 
is  in  exquisite  condition,  is  in  fact  as  blithe  as  a  lark,  I  have  said 
sufficient  to  indicate  that  they  may  be  kept  out  of  doors  all  the 

year  round,  in  any  aviary  which  supplies  a  night  shelter  and  room 
for  flight  exercise. 

Its  colouration  is  roughly  as  follows  :  Top  of  the  head  and 

nape,  pure  snow-wliite  ;  the  general  upi)er  plumage  is  black,  but 
the  rump,  upper  and  lower  tail  coverts,  part  of  tail,  and  also  the 
abdomen  are  rich  chestnut ;  bill,  black  ;  legs  and  feet,  dark  brown. 
Total  length,  7h  inches,  tail  4  inches. 

It  ranges  throughout  the  Himalayas  and  it  only  occurs  on 

the  lower  levels  as  a  winter  i-esident.  They  frequent  the  banks  of 
rivers  and  streams,  picking  up  most  of  their  food  (insects)  at  the 

waters'  brink. 

Jerdon,  in  his  "  Birds  of  India,"  says  : — 
"  They  are  mostly  ground  bii  ds,  feeding  on  insects  but  fond  of 

"shelter;  some  frequent  thickets,  others  long  grass,  a  few  being  more 
"arboreal.    They  usually  nidificate  on  the  ground." 
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The  specimen  exhibited  was  a  typical  Retlstart,  had  the 

chai-acteristic  flick  of  the  tail,  was  in  Kood  plumage  and  of  a  rich 
colour,  I)einM  alto.uether  an  e^^^aging  little  fellow.  A  most  de- 

sirable bird  for  either  ca«e  or  aviary.  It  won  third  prize  for 

our  poi>ular  exhibitional  secretary. 

Black-Headed  Sugar  Birds  (C/ilorophanes  ftpisa) : 
This  species  does  not  call  for  much  mention,  beautiful  as  it  is,  for 
it  has  been  referred  to  on  so  many  occasions  in  our  journal,  save 

perhaps  to  remind  any  of  oui'  members  having  a  natui'al  out-door 
aviary,  with  good  shelter,  that  there  would  be  a  strong  probability 

of  this  species  breeding,  as  in  Mr.  Townsend's  bird-room  more  than 
one  clutch  of  eggs  has  been  laid  and  also,  I  think,  partially  incu- 

bated. The  sijecimen  exhibited  was  one  of  the  finest  I  have  ever 
seen  staged,  but  the  race  for  premier  honours  was  very  close  indeed, 

C.  itpiza  only  just  scoring  over  Mr.  Townsend's  equally  fit  and 
beautiful  G.  cyanpu,  evidently  on  the  ground  of  being  slightly 
more  uncommon.  Mr.  Harrison  is  to  be  congratulated  on  the 

exquisite  and  absolutely  spotless  condition  of  his  exhibit. 

Silver-eared  Mesias  (Mesia  argentauris)  -.  These 
have  now  become  too  well-known  to  call  for  comment,  save  to  point 
out  their  enduring  character  when  understood.  In  1901,  when 

this  species  was  unknown  to  English  Aviculture,*  my  esteemed 
friend  and  fellow-member,  Mr.  E.  W.  Harper,  brought  over  some 

of  this  species,  and  also  some  Blue- winged  Sivas — a  pair  of  each — 

the  pair  of  Mesias  soon  passing  into  Mr.  Harrison's,  their  present 
owner's  hands,  so  that  this  particular  pair  of  birds  have  certainly 
been  in  this  country  fully  nine  years  :  they  were  staged  in 
spotless  condition,  without  a  flaw,  carrying  oflE  4th  prize  for  their 
fortunate  owner,  who  we  congratulate  on  his  success  in  keeping  this 
species. 

This  paper  has  already  become  much  too  lengthy,  and  I 
must  now  pass  the  various  classes  in  rapid  review. 

Budgerigars  and  A.S.  op  Lovebirds  (4)  :  The  smallest 

class  I  ever  remember  to  have  seen,  and  only  two  species  repre- 
sented— the  Blue-crowned  Hanging  Parrakeet  and  the  Black- 

cheeked  Lovebird.  Mention  must  be  made  of  the  excellent  colour- 

ation and  sleek  condition  of  Mr.  Townsend's  beautiful  specimen, 
which  was  a  hmg  way  ahead  of  anything  else  in  the  class. 

*  Possibly  one  or  two  had  been  presejited  to  the  Zoo  a  year  or  so  earlier. 
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i,  >S.  .M.  Towuseiul,  Blne-crowiied  HuiiyiiiL;  I'ari'akoct  :  '2.  F.  Howe. 
Black-cheeked  Lovebirds  ;  i'>,  R.  (1.  P.  Xolson.  Blue-crowiicd  Hans;in<; 
Parrakeet ;  4,  R.  J.  Watts.  B.C.  Lovebirds. 

A.S.  OP  Parr.\KRETS,  LORTRS.  KTV.  :  A  lar«<'  iiiid  repre- 

sentative class  of  s'reat  merit,  containing  two  s|)ecies  (inite  new  to 
the  show  bench,  both  e.xhil)ite(l  by  Mr.  ().  Millsuni,  vi/.,  the  Stella 

Lory  and  Mrs.  Johnstone's  I^orikeets.  T  much  re^ivt,  as  regards 
the  forniei'.  that  the  Palace  draughts  have  been  too  mucli  for  it,  and 
theiv  appears  to  be  little  i)rospect  of  saving  it.  Another  rarity  by 

the  same  exhiliitor  was  a  lovely  pair  of  Golden-slionldered  Pai-ra- 

keets.  Another  beautiful  exhibit  was  Mr.  C.  T.  Maxwell's  KleHant 
Grass  Parrakeet,  in  l)eautiful  trim.  l)ut,  we  are  told,  it  has  a  ))ack 

claw  missing.  Another  interesting  exhibit  was  entered  by  Mr.  F. 

Reeks,  as  an  Adelaide  Parrakeet.  Unfortunately  it  had  to  l)e  dis- 
qualified as  it  was  an  undoubted  hybrid,  jirobably  between  the 

Pennant  and  either  the  Red  Rossella  or  Yellow-rump  Parrakeet. 

1,  2,  4  and  specials,  O.Millsum,  Stella  Lory  ;  Mrs.  Johnstone's  Lorekeet, 
and  Golden-shouldered  Parrakeets,  all  exquisite,  a  grand  team  ;  'A.  L.  W. 
Hawkins,  lovely  Bourke's  Parrakeet ;  v.h.c,  W.  Baxby,  Pennant's  Parra- 

keets, very  deep  and  rich  colour  ;  h.c,  W.  A.  Bennett,  a  good  and  richly 

coloured  King  Parrakeet ;  c,  J.  C.  W.  Meadows,  good  pair  of  Barnard's Parrakeets. 

Also  exhibited,  good  specimens  of  Swainson's  Lorikeet :  Red- 
rump  and  Rosella  Parrakeets  ;  and  P^legant  Grass  Parrakeet. 

A.S.  of  Parrots,  Cockatoos,  etc.  (12)  :  Another  strong 

class,  but  yet  nothing  calling  for  special  mention — the  Hawk- 

headed  and  Meyer's  Parrots  have  been  already  fully  noted — -Mr.  L. 
W.  Hawkins'  true  pair  of  Gr-and  Eclectus  Parrots  were  a  glorious 
mass  of  rich,  deep  colour  and  appeared  to  have  experiencetl  hard 
luck  in  being  cardless. 

1,  S.  Beaty,  rare  Hawk-headed  Parrot,  faultless ;  2,  Rev.  G.  H. 

Raynor,  Mynor's  Parrot,  nearly  twelve  years  old,  in  exquisite  condition  ; 
3,  A.  Stubbings,  Blue-and-Yellow  Macaw,  very  fine  ;  4,  Mrs.  K.  Bury,  good 
well  marked  Grey  Parrot ;  v.h.c,  L.  W.  Hawkin's,  nice  Black-headed 
Caique  ;  h.c,  W.  Smith,  Grand  Eclectus  Parrot ;  c,  Miss  Bland,  nice  Senegal 
Parrot. 

Certain  Common  Species  of  Waxbills,  etc.  (12)  :  A 

strong  class  of  the  freely  imported  common  or  species  ;  making  a 
beautiful  display  and  all  in  most  creditable  condition. 

1  and  2,  F.  Howe,  Diamond  Sparrows  and  St.  Helena  "Waxbills,  very 
fine  ;  3,  S.  Beaty,  good  pair  of  Nutmeg  Finches,  4  S.  M.  Townsend,  Golden- 
breasted  Waxbills,  v.hc,  J.  C.  W.  Meadows,  good  pair  same  species  ;  h.c, 
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Miss  M.  (libbons,  nice  Diamond  Sparrow  ;  c.  Ford  and  Son,  White  Ja\'a 
Sparrow. 

A.S.  Waxbills,  Weavers,  etc.  (11)  :  A  strong  class,  the 

two  most  uncommon  exhibits  of  which  were  Mr.  Millsum's  Tri- 
colour Parrot  Finches  and  Mr.  Maxwell's  Black-faced  Waxbill. 

The  former  have  been  exhibited  several  times  previously,  but  not 

of  recent  years, — though  beautiful  birds  they  are  not  so  hand- 

some ill  the  writer's  opinion  as  the  common  Parrot  Finch.  The 
Black-cheeked  Waxbill  is  another  beautiful  species,  well  known  to 
students,  but  only  crojjping  u])  at  odd  intervals  and  it  is  a  very 

uncommon  exhibit.  It  is  exquisitely  l)eautiful  in  its  quiet  colour- 
ing and  chaste  marking — it  should  be  added  to  every  collection  of 

Waxl)ills  as  opportunity  offers  (see  plate,  fig.  1).  The  condition  of 
all  the  liirds  was  beyond  praise. 

1  and  h.c,  C.  T.  Maxwell,  lovely  pair  of  Violet-eared  Waxbills,  and  an 
uncommon  Black-cheeked  Waxbill ;  2,  F.  Howe,  superb  Melba  Finch  ;  3, 
O.  Millsum,  very  uncommon  pair  of  Tri-colourcd  Parrot  Finches;  4  and 
v.h.c,  Dr.  H.  Hetley,  very  fine  Bichenos  Finch,  and  Gouldian  Finches  ;  c. 
Ford  and  Son,  Paradise  Whydah  ;  good  specimens  of  Parrot,  Painted  and 
Red-headed  Finches  were  also  exhibited. 

A.S.  of  Grosbeaks,  etc.  (8)  :  The  first  prize  winner  in  this 

class,  exhibited  by  our  esteemed  member,  Mrs.  E.  Galloway,  a  pair 

of  Brown- winged  Blue  Grosbeaks,*  was  another  first  appearance  on 
the  show  bench,  but  I  only  got  a  half  day  at  the  show  and  had  to 

crowd  so  much  into  it,  that  I  was  unal)le  to  make  very  close  ob- 
servation, so  I  must  reserve  this  interesting  exhibit  for  further 

reference  in  a  future  issue.  Unfortunately  one  of  Mr.  Maxwell's 
entries  found  its  way  into  the  wrong  class,  a  pair  of  lovely  Painted 
Finches  finding  their  way  here,  owing  to  labels  getting  mixed  T 

presume.  Mr.  Arrighi  exhibited  a  lovely  Tape  Sparrow,  this 
species  has  been  rather  uncommon  of  late,  I  have  never  that  I  can 

call  to  mind  seen  asi^coimen  with  such  inn-e  and  clean  facial  mark- 
ings as  this — it  was  illustrated  in  our  last  issue,  being (h-awn  liy  Mr. 

Goodchild  at  the  Scottish  National  Show. 

1,  Mrs.  E.  Galloway,  Brown-winged  Blue  Grosbeaks,  very  rare 
exhibit ;  2,  C.  T.  Maxwell,  lovely  and  clean  marked  Hooded  Siskin,  but 
not  so  fiery  a  hue  as  some  I  have  seen,  very  tight ;  3,  J.  Frostick,  Pine 
Grosbeak,  very  fine  ;  4,  L.  J.  Arrighi,  Cape  Sparrow,  one  of  the  very  best  I 
have  ever  seen  ;  v.h.c,  H.  Botting,  good  pair  of  White-throated  Finches  ; 
h.c.  J.  Reed,  Virginian  Nightingale. 

*  A  friend  identified  it  as  (ji/iracn  roeni/rd. 
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A.S.  of  TA\A(iERS  (7):  The  smallest  Tanayer  class  I 

ever  renicnibci'  to  have  seen,  l)nt  each  cxhihit  was  practic-ally 

uiii(iiic,  and  all  have  been  fully  desci'ilxHl  in  this  Jounial — all  wei-e 
in  faultless  comlition.  fully  di'inonstratinj^  how  fully  these  birds 

are  now  understood.  For  .yoi'j^eous,  iri-idescent  plmnaye  they  are 
unsurpassed. 

1,  C.  T.Maxwell,  Rnfous-throated  Blue  Taiiagei- ;  2.  W.  H.  Pickles. 
Black-throated  Tanager  ;  'A,  J.  H.  Harrison,  INIarooii  Tanagers  ;  4,  S.  M. 
Townsend,  Magpie  Tanager  :  v.h.c.  S.  Beaty,  Tri-colour  Taiiager  ;  h.c  R. 
J.  Watts,  Archbishop  Tanager. 

A.S.  of  Sugar  Birds,  Hoxey-eaters,  etc.  (('O  :  A  Green 
Bulbul  was  entered  heiv  as  Hardwicke's,  but  it  jn'oved  to  be  an  or- 
dinju'y  (lohl-front  (('.  a u rifi'tnix).  The  1st  and  *ind  i)rize  winners 

ran  one  another  verv  close  indeed,  both  beinji  in  the  very  "finest 
touch  of  perfection,""  both  as  ref^ards  colour  and  lustre — the  T^lack- 
cheekeil  beiny  slightly  the  uioi'c  unconiuioii,  tliis,  1  expect  just 
turned  the  scale  in  its  favour. 

The  last  two  classes  for  A.O.  Species,  tliouj^h  as  important 
as  any  in  the  show  I  proi)Ose  to  merely  .yive  the  rewards,  most  of 
them  bein^  noted  either  in  L.C.B.A.  rei)ort  or  earlier  in  this  re^iort. 

A.S.  S\iALi,Ki{  TUAN  Kino  Bikd  oi' Pakadisk  («) :  1,  S.  Bcaty,  Leva- 
illant's  Barbet,  very  fit  and  rare  ;  2,  ('.  T.  Maxwell,  Great-billed  Flycatcher, 
very  beautiful  and  rare  exhiljit,  much  better  colour  than  when  .shown  at 
L.C.B.A.  ;  3,  B.  M.  Townsend,  White  cai)ped  Redstart  (see  plate)  ;  4  and 
v.h.c,  J.  H.  Harrison,  grand  pair  of  Silver-eared  Messias  and  a  lovely 
Blue-winged  Siva  ;  h.c,  H.  Lewis,  nice  pair  of  Painted  Quails  ;  c.  Miss 
V.  Lewis,  richly  coloured  Pekin  Robin. 

A.S.  AS  Large  or  Larger  than  King  Birii  of  Paradise  (7) :  1, 

O.  Millsum,  Hunstein's  Magnificent  Bird  of  Paradise,  like  silk,  very  rare 
and  interesting  exhibit  ;  2,  C.  Cushney,  good  Indian  Pitta  ;  3,  C.  T.  Max- 

well, Lanceolated  Jay,  in  good  feather  ;  4,  S.  M.  Townsend,  Bronze  Glossy 
Starling,  this  an  uncommon  species,  which  I  did  not  recognise,  should  have 
been  third  ;  v.h.c,  C.  Cushney,  Pied  Indian  Mynah,  well  known,  but  not 
often  seen  on  the  bench  ;  h.c.  and  c,  0.  Puck,  Blue-cheeked  Barbet  and 
Orange  Hangnest  in  the  order  given. 

In  conclusion  1  am  conscious  that  this  report  is  altofjetlier  too 

bulky,  but  it  has  been  written  under  much  physical  disability  and 
will  have  to  rt'inain  as  it  is — I  must  ask  the  forbearance  of  readers. 
1  must  also  conj^ratulate  our  members  on  thenund)er  of  rare,  beauti- 

ful and  uncommon  entries  they  s(>nt  in,  and,  also  the  L.P.O.S.  on  the 
success  of  their  show  in  spite  of  the  disadvantages  they  laboured 

under.    It  was  a  fi'ting  wind-up  to  the  Show  Season.  1  '.H)'.)-iU. 
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BRITISH  SECTION. 

By  H.  ( loniH'iiiu>,  jr.ii.n.i'. 

i'lv(Mi  the  line  total  at  llic  "  Scortisli  National"  Cage  Bird  Show- 
was  surpassed  l)y  the  splendid  entry  of  43-1:  cages  of  British  Birds 
winch  the  public  has  recently  had  the  chance  of  seeing  at  the  fifty- 

first  annual  show  of  the  "  L.  iV'  P.O.S.,"  held  at  the  Crystal  Palace  on 
February,  4th,  5th,  7th  and  Stli.  The  four  judges  of  the  British 
Section  were  all  Members  of  the  F.B.C.,  and  two  of  them  were  original 
Meml)ers. 

The  classes  were  allotted  as  follows  : — 

Mr.  J.  F.  Dewar's  Classes: — Bullfinch,  cock  ;  Bullfinch,  hen. 

Mr,  Ci.  E.  Weston's  Classes  :  Goldfinch,  Linnet,  cock  or  hen  ; 
Chaffinch,  cock  or  hen  ;  Lesser  Redpoll,  cock  or  hen  ;  Twite,  cock  or 
hen  ;  Siskin,  cock  or  hen  ;    Brandjlefinch,  cock  or  hen. 

Mr.  Allicn  Silver's  Classes  :— Greenfinch,  cock  or  hen;  Haw- 
finch, cock  or  hen  ;  Yellowhannner  ;  Bunting,  any  species  other  than  the 

Yellow  ;  Blackbird  ;  Song  Thrush  ;  Starling  ;  Magpie  ;  Jackdaw  ;  Jay 
or  Chough. 

Mr.  W.  Swaysland's  Classes  : — Pied,  Albino,  or  rare  feathered 
British  Bird.  Hens,  any  species  of  British  Finch  other  than  Bullfinch. 
Nightingale  or  Blackcap.  Any  species  of  Lark  or  Pipit.  Any  species 
small  Resident  birds  Any  species  small  Migratory  birds.  Any  other 
species  larger  than  Wheatear.    Any  Fincli  (limit  class.) 

Of  the  hundred  odd  birds  in  the  classes  for  various  species  not 
named,  there  were  many  that  an  Ornithologist  looks  at  with  interest 
and  pleasure. 

The  first  of  these  various  classes,  that  for  Buntings  other  than 

the  Yellow,  contained  as  usual  some  choice  birds,  the  rarest  thiee  being 

the  Black-headed  Bunting  and  the  Lapland  Hunting  shown  by  Mr. 
Francis,  while  one  very  nice  sj^ecimen  of  Meadow  Bunting  was  also 
entered,  along  with  a  Cirl  Bunting,  two  or  three  Snow  Buntings  and 
two  Reed  Buntings. 

The  Magpies,  etc  ,  mustered  only  seven  entries,  but  amongst 

them  were  Mr.  C.  T.  Maxwell's  two  beautiful  birds,  a  Magpie  and  a 
Chough.  The  latter  was  the  bird  I  had  seen  at  the  Horticultural  Hall 

and  thouglit  was  colour-fed.  I  am  informed  by  both  Mr.  I'Vostick  and 
Mr.  Maxwell,  however,  that  it  was  never  colour  fed  at  all  and  that  the 

deep  crimson  of  its  beak  and  feet  is  due  to  its  perfect  heallh.  Tliree 
other  Choughs  were  entered  in  this  class,  and  two  -lays. 

Mr.  Swaysland's  class  of  LI  Albinos,  etc.,  contained,  as  usual, 
some  birds  that  were  amongst  the  most  fascinating  to  the  general 



42 \(ili(>tiiil  Shoic-  British  Section. 

visitor,  notably  tlip  "  White  Blackbird  "  with  the  contradictory 
description  ;  ̂ his  particular  one  was  not  in  the  best  of  feather, 

as  it  looked,  although  so  tame,  to  have  suffered  somewhat  fi'om 
travelling  to  and  from  shows.  Douljtless  the  bird  was  in  perfect 

feather  after  its  last  moult.  Mr.  Walsh's  Silver  Starling  was  again 
first,  but  was  not  in  such  condition  as  when  we  saw  it  at  the  Horti- 

cultural Hall.  'J'he  second  prize  went  to  a  pied  Ueed  Bunting  which 
was  in  s])lendid  feather,  and  got  a  special  as  wel).  'J'lie  most  amusing 
bird  in  tliE  class  was  the  White  Jackdaw,  shown  by  Mr.  G.  \V.  Pocock, 
which  seemed  very  much  at  home  and  to  be  enjoying  the  Show  and  the 

excitement  incidental  to  its  position.  A  lutino  "  ̂ 'ellowliannner  "  w;is 
e.'ihiljited,  the  same  one,  1  was  informed,  which  was  shown  at  the 

C'rystal  Palace  about  seven  years  ago,  but  as  might  be  exjiected,  it  does 
not  look  quite  so  sleek  and  perfect  now.  The  class  for  any  females  of 

British  finches,  had  two  Crossbills,  one  Mr.  W.  f  .owne's  and  the  other 
Mr.  J.  Goodall's,  both  these  were  good  specimens. 

Nightingales  and  Blackcaps  together  mustered  nine,  and  Larks 

and  Pipits  eleven,  with  two  or  three  Shorelaiks,  one  of  which  (Mr.  'l\ 
Erskine's)  was  a  very  choice  specimen,  the  best  I  remember  seeing  at 
any  show. 

(Jlass  118  with  only  eight  entries,  contained  two  Bearded  Tits, 
one  of  which,  despite  his  being  provided  with  real  reeds  stuck  in  bis 

cage,  looked  rather  draggled,  while  the  other  (Mr.  W.  F.  Merrin's)  wfiB 
charming,  both  in  colour  and  in  condition.  Mr.  S.  L.  Cocks  showed 

one  of  his  lovely  exhibits,  a  silvery-breasted  Common  Tree-Creeper, 
which  ran  about  all  over  the  red  baize  lining  of  its  cage  in  a  way  to  both 
amuse  and  surprise  the  ordinary  visitor.  A  c<  mmon  Wren  was  shown 
by  Mr.  FrosticU,  but  the  laurels  for  Ornithological  interest  in  this  class 

were  won  by  Mr.^.  M.  R.  Frostick's  Lesser-spotte<l  Woodpecker. 
This  dear  little  bird  sat  for  his  portrait,  to  the  present  writer, 

and  sat  in  a  way  that  rejoiced  his  heart. 

As  usual,  the  class  for  the  smaller  Migratory  birds  was  of  con- 

siderable interest,  boasting  as  it  did  two  Black  Redstarts  (Mr.  Beaty's 
and  Mr.  Maxwell's),  a  Whitethroat  (Mr.  Otto  Puck),  a  Yellow  Wagtail 
of  Mr  Maxwell's  [this  one  is  colour  fed  I  feel  sure  !J  while  1st  prize  and 
three  specials  went  to  Mr.  S.  H.  May's  charming  and  interesting  Grass- 

hopper Warbler.  Of  the  three  specimens  of  this  species  I  have  seen 
during  this  winter,  this  one  is  certainly  tlie  best,  although  perhaps  the 
smallest.  The  bird  was  perfectly  tame  and  showed  a  sleekness  and 

gloss  of  feather  I  did  not  expect  to  find  in  so  loose  feathered  a  Warbler 
as  this  species. 



Bird  Notes, 

Three  British  Exhibits  at  the  Palace  Show. 

1.  Two-barred  Crossbill  exhibited  by  Mr.  W.  Lowiie 
2.  Lesser  Spotted  Woodpecker  exhibited  by  Mrs.  Frostick 
3.  Grasshopper  Warbler  exhibited  by  Mr.  S.  H.  Mays. 

Drawn  from  li  fe  hij  II.  Gd  i  h'hihl . 
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Other  CTi-assliopper  Wnrlilers  luive  been  seen  on  the  show  bench 

hill  I  iKHor  l)efon'  Siia'  what  interested  nie  most,  a  'l\vo-])arre(l  Cross- 
liill.  'I'll is  bird  was  sliown  by  Messrs.  J.  &  R.  Lewis  and  was,  I  am  in- 

formed by  Mr,  Frostick,  wlio  first  identified  it,  canght  in  the  west  of 
(\iml)erlaii(l  Tn  colour  it  unfortunately  did  not  show  the  pretty  pink 
tinge  of  tlie  true  wild  bird,  iiaving  \\n  prcsiinio.  lost  it  in  moulting  in 
captivity. 

'Tiie  class  for  any  otlier species  of  British  Bird,  Insectivorous  or 
L,'raminivorous,  resident  or  migratory,  l)oasted  but  eight  entries,  with 
two  Missel  Thrushes,  and  two  Redwings  (one  of  them  a  particularly 
nice  bird)  but  amongst  the  remaining  four  were  two  Waxwings,  a  Red 

backed  Shrike  (shown  by  Mr.  A.  IToyle  at  Edinburgh,  vide  "B.N."  Jan. 
1910),  and  our  esteemed  member,  Mr.  C.  T.  Maxwell  showed  a  Great 

Grey  Shrike,  rather  wild  when  I  looked  at  it,  but  in  perfect  plumage,  a 
charming  exhibit 

Altogether,  the  Society  that  held  the  show  is  to  be  congratulated 
on  its  success,  and  the  public  spirited  exhibitors  who  give  us  the  chance 
of  seeing  their  choice  and  rare  specimens  are  to  be  tlianked,  not  only 
by  the  few  Ornithologists  who  see  them,  but  by  the  many  who  admire 
beautiful  birds  for  their  own  sake. 

My  Indian  Aviary  and  its  Occupants. 

By  Lieut.  G.  Kennedy. 

In  response  to  your  request  per  Captain  Perreuu,  I  am 
sending  you  a  few  notes  of  my  aviary  and  birds,  which,  I  fear  will 
prove  to  be  of  but  little  interest.  My  l)reeding  results  have  not 
been  great,  as  my  duties  call  me  away  for  quite  long  intervals, 
during  which  periods  there  are  many  annoying  happenings. 

My  out-door  aviary  consists  of  a  shed,  verandah,  and  flight, 
with  a  wire  division  down  the  centre.  It  is  well  protected  on  the 
north  and  east  by  the  side  of  the  hill,  and  on  the  other  side  by 
pine  trees.  The  shed  is  constructed  with  wood,  the  roof  of  same, 
having  an  outer  covering  of  zinc  ;  the  standards  are  wood  and  the 
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flight  is  covered  witli  wii'e  nettin.y  (imlf-inoh  iiicsh).  Wire  net- 
tiiiH  is  l)iirie(l  one  foot  down  into  the  yroinid  and  then  turned  out 

lor  one  foot,  so — L — to  Iceep  out  rodents.  The  aviary  rests  on  a 
rock  wall,  one  foot  liiyh — dimensions  are  «iven  on  rougli  ground 

plan  : — 

A.A.A.  Grassplots  ;  B.B.  Artificial  Stream  from  Tap. 
The  Sheds  are  9ft.,  and  the  Flights  8ft.  high. 

I  have  in  addition  a  small  bird-room  about  10ft.  square,  and 

a  large  cage  Oft.  x  3ft.  x  'l-ifi.  which  I  keep  in  my  verandali. 

The  Occupants  :  In  my  l)ird-room  1  have  an  amusing 

and  interesting  pair  of  Rosy  Cockatoos.  One  pair  each  Green  and 
Yellow  Budgerigars  in  verandah. 
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Tn  A  vi;iry  No.  1.  I  liiivc  I  lie  rollowiiiL;  : — 
I  i>air  Ulack-facud  Lovebirds  I  S  and  2  ?  Mad;iyascar  Lovebirds 
1    „    i\Icaly  Rosclla  Parrakccts  1  i  and  2  ?  Baya  Weavers 
I    .,     Red-rump  Pari'akeets  1  S  Crinrson  Fineli 
1  ?    Many  Coloured  Parrakeet  1  <?  lled-headed  Hunliiiu 
2  pairs  Green  l?udi>eri^'ars  1  S  Pennant  Parrakeet 

Aviury  No.  2  contains  piiirs  and  odd  l)irds  as  follows  : — 
1  pair  Red  Rosella  Parrakeets  1  i)air  Saffron  Finelies 
1     „    Coekateels  1  S  (ioldfineli 
1    .,    Yellow  Budgerigars  1  ?  Bullfiuch 
8    ,,    Blue-erowned  Hanging  Parrakeels  2  i  Yellow  Canaries 
1    „    Red-whiskered  Bulbnls  1  pair  Long-tailed  Munias 
1  (Jreen  Bulbul  1  ?  Pin-tailed  Nonpareil 
2  i)air  Rain  Quails  2  pair  Three-coloured  Munias 
1    .,    Connnon  (Quails  1    „    Black-headed  ]\Iunias 
1  „    Cutthroats  1  .,  (irey-headed  Munias 
1  ,,    Star  Finches  ( h'lijir.diulaa)  1  „  (!reen  Munias  (J  ((((/(((((/.s) 
1  „    Zebra  Finches  2  „  Spice  Birds 
1  „    Cordon  Bleus  2  „  Bengalese 
5  S  and  1  i  Paradise  Whydahs  I  ,,  Bengalese  x  Striated  Finch 
1  cf  Parson  Finch 

I  have  omitted  all  l)irds  bred  in  the  aviary. 

Happenings  :  I  will  only  mention  one  or  two  just  to  in- 

dicate that  all  the  world  over,  in  tlie  pursuit  of  oui-  fascinating 
hobby,  difficulties  have  to  be  met  and  obstructions  pushed  out  of 

the  way,  and  many  lannoyances  and  ilisappointments  endured  ; 
during  such  periods  as  we  have  to  leave  our  birds  to  the  care  of 
others.  During  one  of  the  absences  already  alluded  to,  owing  to 
the  lack  of  skill  if  not  neglect  of  my  servant,  several  valued  birds 
were  lost  !  During  another  such  absence,  my  Mealy  Rosellas  got 
into  the  wrong  side  of  the  aviary,  with  the  result  that  a  brood  of 

promising  youngsters  pei-ished. 

Again,  one  night  soon  after  my  return  from  the  first  men- 
tioned absence,  a  snake  got  into  the  aviary,  killed  all  my  fledgelings 

and  cleared  off  all  the  eggs  in  the  aviary  in  one  night.  ! 

In  this  respect  we  are  all  alike,  whether  in  India,  the  Old 

Country,  or  elsewhere,  success  and  failure  run  side  by  side,  per- 
haps more  of  the  latter  than  of  the  former — however,  these  and 

other  happenings  only  help  to  make  our  hobby  the  more  fascinat- 

ing— the  very  uncertainty  of  what  may  happen  adds  in  a  measure 
to  its  charm. 
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Notes  and  Observations  :  At  present  I  liave  ruthei- 
an  interesting  brootl  of  promising  hybrids  Bengalese  x  Striated 
Finches,  which  are  certainly  very  flourishing,  ])ut  only  in  nestling 
plumage  at  present. 

The  vei-y  much  mixed  series  agree  together  witliout  any 
serious  quarrelling,  and  though  as  I  vSaid  in  my  opening  remarks, 
l)reeding  successes  have  not  been  great,  that  is,  in  the  sense  of 

anything  striking  being  reared  ;  still,  ([uite  a  number  of  young 
birds  of  common  species  have  been  reared  since  the  aviary  was 
inaugurated. 

My  Paradise  Whydahs  are  very  fine  specimens,  with  grand 
tails  and  make  a  grand  display  on  the  wing. 

I  admire  the  Black-cheeked  Lovebirds  greatly,  they  are  to 
my  mind  about  the  most  handsome  of  the  Lovebird  tribe,  though 
they  have  not  bred  with  me  as  yet. 

Another  great  favourite  with  me  is  the  Green  Bulbul  ( C. 

(iarif)'on>i),  and  if  I  were  only  able  to  keep  one  bird,  this  I  think 
would  be  my  choice.  My  present  specimen  is  a  very  good  mimic, 
is  very  tame,  perches  on  me  and  takes  food  from  my  hand.  He 
has  got  loose  twice,  once  riding  out  of  the  aviary  on  my  shoulder 
of  which  I  was  not  aware,  but  directly  I  noticed  him  I  went  into  the 

aviary  again  (he  remained  on  my  shoulder)  and  sent  him  off.  The 
second  time  my  servant  let  him  go,  but  he  came  back  to  me  on 

my  return  from  duty,  on  my  holding  up  a  grasshopper  for  him. 
In  my  opinion  as  a  pet,  the  Green  Bulbul  cannot  be  beaten,  and 
though  mine  was  procured  quite  cheaply,  I  would  not  part  with 
him  for  any  sum  anyone  liked  to  offer. 

A  Talented  Shama  :  I  purchased  a  3  Shama  in  Cal- 
cutta last  May,  but  unfortunately  had  him  stolen  about  a  week 

later.  Besides  being  so  tame  that  he  would  perch  on  my  fingers, 
he  could,  in  addition  to  his  own  beautiful  song,  mimic  the 

following  : — 
Puppies  squealing  Cats  fighting 
Hens  and  Chickens  Donkey  braying 

Wild  Birds  :  This  is  a  glorious  station  (Bakloh,  Punjab)  for 
l)irds  :  they  simply  swarm  in  our  gardens.  The  beautiful 
Paradise  Flycatcher  and  the  bold  and  fearless  Magpie  Robin 

(Dayal  Bird)   particularly  attract  attention  and  notice  ; 
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though  these  are  not  80  noticeable  as  some  otliei-s.  Yellow- 
vented  Bulbuls  are  a  perfect  plagne.  Red-vented  are  (|nite 
eoninion,  and  the  Black  Bull)ul  is  also  seen. 

The  Giant  Barbet,  figured  in  Bird  M>/^'.s  (March,  i'JUi)), 
conies  and  eats  our  fruit  every  spi'ing,  but  (h)es  not  nest  in 
Bakloh. 

I  fear  there  will  be  but  little  here  to  interest  B.N.  readers 

as  my  experience  in  aviculture  is  but  limited,  still  I  have  had  the 
kind  aid  of  Captain  Perreau,  who  has  fine  aviaries  as  well  as  a  fine 
collection  of  birds. 

[I  trust  Lieut.  Kenuedj-  will  send  us  notes  of  each  species  he  has 
bred— failures  as  well  as  successes— (also  notes  and  photos  if  possible  of 
Indian  birds).  Such  would  not  merely  be  interesting,  but  of  practical  utility, 
especially  as  climatic  conditions  ai'e  not  so  very  dis-similar  to  these  of  this 
country.  Ed.] 

Winter  Breeding  of  Black-cheeked  Lovebirds. 

{Agaporx  ix  ii  i(irige)ii)i). 

By  H.  W.  Mathias. 

1  don't  know  whether  it  may  not  be  a  case  of  "  tempting 
Providence  "  to  assume  on  February  4th  that  the  back  of  the  win- 

ter is  broken,  but  anyway  as  I  am  hopeful  we  have  now  seen  the 
worst  of  the  cold  weather,  I  think  a  few  notes  on  the  wintering  of 

my  birds,  and  especially  of  the  Black-cheeked  Lovebirds,  may  be 

of  interest  to  the  readers  of  "  our  "  magazine. 
In  my  notes  which  were  published  in  the  November  issue, 

I  saitl,  speaking  about  Black-cheeks  :  "  I  do  not  know  what  disap- 

"pointment  the  winter  may  have  in  store,  since  all  my  birds  are  kept 
"  in  unheated  aviaries."  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  announce  that 
deaths  have  been  conspicuous  by  their  absence,  and  since  upon 
one  night  last  week  the  thermometer  fell  in  my  out-door  bird 
room  to  1)  deg.  of  frost  (19  deg.  in  the  open  air).  I  think  it  may 
be  safe  to  assume  that  Black  Cheeks  are  perfectly  hardy. 

[Locality  :  Stubbington,  near  Lee-on-Solent.     Situation  :  Much  ex- 
posed to  south-westerly  gales  of  wind  which  are  very  frequent. — Ed.] 
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Tlu'ii'  pi-odurtiveness  i8  little  short  of  amazing.  By  way  of 

ex|)('i'iiuciit  1  left  one  pair  (the  loj^-nest  paii' of  niy  previous  article) 
in  their  sununer  aviary.  On  Monday.  January  ;U,  two  fully  fledged 
young  binls  made  their  appearance  in  the  flight,  and  I  think  there 

are  others  in  the  log — at  any  rate  only  one  adult  bird  is  ever  to  be 
seen. 

The  second  adult  pair  I  caged  and  put  in  the  out-dooi'  bird 
room. — They  have  two  young  birds  al)out  four  weeks  old  and  are 
at  nest  again. 

I  believe  there  is  some  considerable  doul)t  in  the  minds  of 

Foreign  Bird  Fanciers  as  to  whether  Black  Cheeks  are,  or  are  not 

hartly — I  think  my  experience  may  be  said  to  have  solved  the 
question  satisfactorily. 

The  frost  of  last  week  killed  all  the  young  Budgerigars 

(and  they  are  hardy  enough  in  all  conscience),  and  yet  the  Black 
Cheeks  kept  under  practically  identical  conditions  (at  any  rate  the 

log-nesters  are)  have  been  none  the  worse  for  the  extreme  cold. 

It  may  l)e  of  interest  to  note  that  with  the  commencement 

of  the  winter — i.e.  about  November — the  Black  Cheeks  have  fed 
almost  exclusively  on  spray  millet.  They  eat  just  a  little  white 
sunflower,  but  leave  canary,  white  oats,  and  the  smaller  seeds 
untouched. 

As  regards  the  other  birds  in  the  out-door  bird  room  the 
cold  has  had  no  effect  ixpon  them,  except  for  a  White  Java  Hen 

which  died  egg-bound.  The  inmates  of  this  room  are,  besides 
numerous  Black  Cheeked  Love  Birds  and  Java  Sparrows,  two 
Parrot  Finches,  and  the  following  Parrakeets  :  Blue  Bonnet, 

Stanleys,  and  Pennants.  This  out-door  room  was  constructed  from 
plans  kindly  supplied  me  by  Mr.  Willford,  and  has  certainly 
well  repaid  the  cost  of  its  erection. 

All  the  smaller  finches  I  have  caged  and  brought  into  my 

study,  but  had  1  known  in  advance  how  well  the  out-door  bird- 
room  was  going  to  serve  me,  I  should  have  wintered  the  whole  of 

my  birds  in  it. 

From  the  experience  of  this  year  I  should  judge  that  so 

long  as  birds  have  perfectly  dry  and  well  ventilated  quarters,  the 
cold  need  not  be  feared. 
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The  Birds  of  Gambia. 

By  E.  HOPKIXSON,  D.S.O.,  M.A.,  M.B. 
(CoiitiiiitPtl  from  p.  297,  Vol.  VIII.) 

MUSICAPIDAE. 
Melaenoruix  rdolhmhs    BLACK  FLYCATCHER. 

RaiKje.      Senegambia  to  (iold  Coast ;    North-east   and  Equatorial 
Africa.  (H.L.i 

A  wholl}'  black  bird  about  the  size  of  a  Lark,  which  is  to  be  met  with 
throughout  the  Protectorate  just  before  and  during  the  rains,  while  a  few  also 
certainly  remain  with  us  all  the  year  round  in  .some  parts  of  the  country, 
particularlj'  those  which  are  the  better  wooded  and  watered.  They  are 
rather  solitary  birds  which  have  all  the  habits  of  the  common  Flycatcher, 
selecting  some  favourite  perch  from  which  they  take  short  flights  after  their 
prey.  The  only  sound  I  have  ever  heard  them  utter  is  a  short  low  call-note. 
Their  Mandingo  name  is  Seora-Seo. 

The  following  description  is  that  of  a  specimen  shot  in  November. 
All  dull  black  except  for  a  greyish  wash  on  the  under  surface  of  the  wings  ; 
the  head  has  just  a  suggestion  of  a  crest  and  there  are  a  few  rictal  bristles, 
iris,  black  ;  legs  and  feet,  black.    Length,  8|  inches. 

Brudyorniit  pallida. 

Rancfe.    North-east  to  East  Africa.    ( H.L.) 
The  late  Mr.  Budgett  mentions  this  bird  (a  small  brown  Flycatcher 

with  paler  under  surface)  as  common  in  the  Gambia  up  the  river.  I  do  not 
know  it  myself. 

Mwch-apa  i/rlxola.    SPOTTED  FLYCATCHER. 
Riunie.    Europe.    West  and  South  Africa  in  winter.    ( H.L.) 
This  bird  is  common  here  all  the  winter  months,  especially  along  the 

river,  where  his  methods  and  manners  are  in  no  wa.y  different  from  those 
we  know  so  well  at  home, — here  one  hopes  that  the  chief  article  of  his  diet 
is  the  ever-present  mosquito. 

M.  aquat/ca 
Range.    Equatorial  Africa  ;  Senegambia.    ( II. L.J 
Flycatchers  like  ours,  but  smaller  and  with  unspotted  breasts,  and 

more  uniform  pale  bellies,  are  common  all  along  the  river  and  its  creeks  all 
the  year  round,  where  one  generally  sees  them  in  pairs.  These  must  be  M. 
aquatica,  which  is  described  as  only  differing  from  M  gri.iola  in  having  an 
uniform  unstreaked  breast.  In  November,  19U5,  I  saw  two  young  being 
fed  by  an  old  bird,  and  a  few  yards  away  noticed  a  typical  pair  of  the  spotted 
breasted  species  ;  the  first  must  have  just  nested  here,  while,  I  suppose,  the 
other  two  were  recent  arrivals  from  Europe. 

M.  atricapilla.    PIED  FLYCATCHER. 
Range.   Europe  ;  West  and  North-east  Africa  in  Winter.  (if.Z.) 
Specimens  have  been  obtained  in  the  Gambia. 
Heliota  flavigastra. 
Range.    Senegambia  and  North-east  Africa  {H.L.) 
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Short-tailed,  rather  aquat-looking  little  birds,  about  five  inches  long, 
whose  chief  characteristic  is  the  presence  of  long  fluffy  white  feathers  on  the 
rump.  The  male  is  black  above,  except  for  pure  white  rump  and  wing 
coverts  ;  below  pale  buff.  The  female  is  grey  above  where  the  male  is  black 
but  has  the  same  soft  rump-feathers  and  buff  under  surface. 

PhiWMira  cyanea.    COLLARED  FLYCATCHER. 
Ratige.    West  Africa,  Senegambia  to  Cameroons.    ( H.L.) 
The  noticeable  features  of  this  species  are  the  marked  differences 

between  the  sexes  and  the  presence  in  both,  at  the  upper  and  anterior  border 
of  the  ej'e,  of  a  small  semi-circular  wattle,  which  in  life  is  a  vivid  scarlet. 
The  plumage  of  the  male  is  a  glossy  blue-black  above  with  a  conspicuous  bar 
of  white  across  the  wing,  while  the  under  surface  is  white  crossed  with  a 
broad  black  breast-band.  The  female  is  ashy  above,  white  below  with  a 
reddish  brown  patch  covering  the  throat  and  breast.  The  bill  and  legs  are 
black.  These  handsome  little  Flycatchers  are  not  uncommon  in  the  Gambia 
in  the  rainy  season. 

Parhyprova  ̂ e,ie;/aleii«i>i.    SENEGAL  FLYCATCHER. 
Raiufe.  West  Africa  ;  Senegambia  to  Congo  ;  North-east  and  East 

Africa.  (ILL.) 
In  certain  i)arts  of  the  country  in  low  bush,  pairs  or  small  parties  of 

wluit  I  take  to  be  this  species  are  often  met  with,  hunting  the  branches  of 
the  small  trees  and  bushes  for  insects,  and  flitting  from  twig  to  twig  more  like 
Tits  than  true  Flycatchers.  They  are  comi)actly-built  little  biids  with  short 
tails,  coniiiaratively  long  wings  and  broad  black  bills,  which  are  flattened 
from  aV)ove  downwards,  hooked  at  the  tip  and  surrounded  by  stiff  rictal 
bristles.  As  in  the  preceding  species  the  sexes  differ,  the  prevailing  colours 
in  the  male  being  grey,  black  and  white,  in  the  female  the  same  with  the 
addition  of  a  rufous-fawn  forehead  and  chin,  and  a  bright  tawny  breast.  The 
egs  are  black,  the  irides  lemon  yellow. 

Tfrpsiphone  cristata.    PARADISE  FLYCATCHER. 
Ea/iye.    North-east  and  Equatorial  Africa  ;  West  Africa,  Senegambia, 
(H.LJ. 
T.  erythroptera. 
Ratige.    Senegambia.    ( H.L.) 
T.  rufiventris. 
Range.    Senegambia.  {ILL). 
T.  uigriceps. 
Range.    Senegambia  to  Congo.    ( ILL.) 
I  know  two  species  at  least  of  Paradise  Flycatcher  in  the  (Jambia,  and 

probably  all  the  four  enumerated  above  do  occur  here.  They  are  all  remark- 
ably handsome  and  conspicuous  birds  with  crested  heads,  long,  graceful  tails, 

and  shining  black  and  copperj  -chestnut  plumage,  which  frequent  the  thick 
bush  along  the  banks  of  the  river  and  creeks,  and  which  seem  particularly 
partial,  at  any  rate  during  the  heat  of  the  day,  to  places  where  the  upper 
growth  and  its  dense  tangle  of  creepers  cuts  off  the  light  and  keeps  the 
ground  below  always  damp  and  only  covered  with  such  dank  unwholesome- 
looking  herbage,  as  can  flourish  in  the  constant  gloom.    They  catch  nearly 
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all  their  food  on  llie  wing,  watching  for  it  (like  the  common  Flycatcher) 

from  some  selected  perch,  which  as  often  as  not  is  just  above  the  water's 
edge,  as  a  greater  part  of  their  prey  seems  to  consist  of  water-haunting 
insects,  which  one  may  often  see  them  snatch  with  a  sudden  graceful  swoop 
from  off  the  very  surface  of  the  water,  without  so  much  as  wetting  even  the 
tips  of  their  long  sweeping  tails.  They  are  resident  with  us  all  the  year 
round,  though  their  numbers  are  undoubtedly  increased  by  the  arrival  of 
others  in  May  to  breed  here  during  the  rains. 

The  two  species  common  here  differ  considerably  in  size,  and  are,  I 
think,  rr/sfdtd  and  riiflreiitrix,  but  of  this  I  am  not  certain,  as  not  only  are 
the  distinctions  between  the  different  species  difficult  to  follow,  but  there  is 
also  great  variation  in  the  same  species  at  different  ages  and  seasons.  The 
best  way  therefore  out  of  the  difficulty  is  to  give  a  table  of  the  differences 
between  the  species  taken  from  the  British  Museum  Catalogue,  to  which  I 
may  add  that  in  the  two  species  I  have  shot  the  irides  were  dark  brown. 

Key  to  the  Gambian  species  of  Terpsipho7te. 
Tail  white  with  more  or  less  black  margins. 

Under  surface  of  body  slaty-grey ;  a  metallic  gloss  on  the  throat, 
=cristata  S  (Length  14,  tail  10  in.) 

Tail,  chestnut  like  the  back. 
Under  tail-coverts  orange  or  light  rufous  buff. 

Abdomen  orange  like  the  breast. 
Throat  glossy  black,  rest  of  under  surface  orange. 

Crest  elongated,  passing  nape  and  a  metallic  steel  green  in 
colour. 

^rufirentrh  adult  (L.12.8.    Tail  8.5). 
Crest  velvety,  not  elongated  purplish  black. 

=n/griceps  adult  (L.9.5.    Tail  Gin.) 
Abdomen  grey  like  the  breast. 

Throat  glossed  and  blacker  than  the  breast. 
=cristata  (immature  female). 

Throat  uniform  with  breast,  scarcely  any  gloss. 
=cristata  (adult  female). 

Under  tail-coverts  white. 
Throat  glossy,  like  the  crown. 

Head  and  neck  chestnut  like  the  back. 

=erythroptera  (adult  male)  (Length  15.7  ;  tail  12.1  inches) 
Throat  grey  (quills  rufous  at  ends  of  inner  webs). 

=erythroptera  (adult  female)  (Length  7.5  ;  tail  4  inches). 
Tail  black. 
Under  tail  coverts  grey  like  the  abdomen  and  chest ;  back  chestnut ; 

head  and  throat  glossy  black  ;  secondaries  edged  with  white. 
=cristata  (immature  male)  (Length  8.3  ;  tail  5  inches). 

Elmi/iia  longicauda. 
Range.    West  Africa,  Gold  Coast  to  Congo  ( H.L.) 
Although  the  range  of  this  species  as  given  in  the  Hand  List  does  not 

extend  as  far  north  as  the  Gambia,  it  (or  perhaps  another  closely  allied 
species)  does  occur  here  as  a  rainy  season  visitor.   I  have  twice  seen  blue 
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fantailed  birds  which  iiuist  have  been  Kl iii'nii(ii\  and  Bndgett  shot  two 
specimens  at  Koina  in  the  upper  river.  He  describes  it  as  "extremely  active 
and  restless,  fiittins;  fi'om  ti-ee  to  tive  and  continnallv  s|)r('a<lin<>-  out  its  tail 
like  a  fan." 

The  foUowintf  descript  ion  oi'  lliis  ti  uly  IoncI  v  bird  is  fi-oni  the  IJritish 
Museum  Catalogue  : — 

(ieneral  colour  above  verditer  blue,  brighter  and  ratlu  r  nioie  silvery- 
lilue  on  head  ;  quills  blackish,  externally  edged  with  verditer  blue,  inclining 
to  silvery -blue  on  the  least  wing-coverts  Tail  feathers  verditer  blue, 
blackish  on  the  inner  webs.  Sides  of  face  and  ears  like  the  crown.  Under 
surface  pale  ashy-grey  with  a  wash  of  blue,  throat  and  foreneck  verditer 
blue,  centre  of  abdomen  whitisli.  thighs  grey,  under  wing-coverts  and  axil- 
laries  ashy-grey,  edge  of  wing  Inighter  blue.    Length  ().4  inches,  tail  3.4. 

The  following  note  from  my  diary  must,  I  tliink,  refer  to  some  other  species  of  Ply. 
catcher,  which  I  do  mit  know:  "  rnhah  Kollon,  June  I'Jtli.  I!)(i7.  Saw  v  pair  of  birds  new  to me:  -Black  fantailed  birds  aliniit  the  size  of  a  Red.st;irt  bnt  with  much  longer  tails:  slightly 
crested  when  excited;  <'iil.inr  ii^iiiared  to  be  entirely  glossy  black.  Tliey  were  playing together  on  the  outskirts  nf  clniup  of  dense  bush,  hunting  each  other  in  and  out  among  the 
branches:  they  made  a  very  distinct  swishing  noiue  (?  with  their  tails)  as  they  flew." 

{To  he  rontinnpcl). 

The  Longevity  of  Birds. 

liy  ('apt.  S.  8.  Flowrr,  F.L.S.,  F.Z.S.,  M.B.O.U. 
In  reference  to  the  interesting  editorial  parngraph  on  this  sub- 

ject on  page  25  of  lyird  N(jles  (New  Series,  No.  1,  Vol.  1),  of  January, 
1910, 1  hope  that  inany  members  of  the  Foreign  Bird  Club  will  place  on 
record  their  observations  on  tlie  ages  to  which  birds  live. 

Such  records  would  l)e  of  much  scientific  value,  and  it  must 

alsu  he  acknowledged  that,  next  to  success  in  l)reeding,  tlie  length  of 

life  in  captivity  of  liis  or  her  birds  is  the  principal  proof  of  the  suc- 
cessful uviculturist. 

Unfortunately,  as  far  as  it  is  accessible  to  me,  the  literature  on 

this  subject  appears  to  be  very  meagre,  and  supposed  records  of  long 

life  are  frequently  open  to  criticism.  An  anonymous  writer  in  "  Nature," 

No.  1996,  V'^ol.  Ixxvii.,  page  290,  30th  January,  says  : — "  We  are  more 
likely  to  be  correct  in  our  knowledge  of  very  old  human  beings  than 
very  old  animals,  but  even  witli  regard  to  human  beings  the  evidence 

of  extreme  old  age  -say  over  100  years-  often  Ijreaks  down  when 
carefully  examined.  Those  in  doubt  on  this  point  slioidd  read  T.  E. 

Young  '  On  Centenarians.'  Sometimes  the  age  is  accepted  because  it 
is  on  the  tombstone,  but,  as  Joiinson  says,  'In  lapidary  inscriptions  a 

man  is  not  upon  oath.' 
In  tlie  case  of  "pets"  these  records  are  often  difficult  to  sub- 

stantiate with  real  accuracy.     Most  people  have  at  times  to  hand  over 
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their  pets  to  the  care  of  relations  or  servants,  who  from  the  best  meant 
motives  may  replace  an  animal,  which  dies  under  their  charge,  by 
another,  apparently  similar,  to  avoid  hurting  the  feelings  of  its  owner. 

Tu  one  case,  I  personally  know  of,  the  substitution  was  detected 

by  the  owner  from  the  fact  that  the  "changeling"  (which  had 
been  ordered  from  a  London  shop)  was  of  a  different  sub-species  to 
the  deceased  pet  In  other  cases,  wliere  a  pet  lias  died  in  my  care  and 
I  have  produced  and  owned  to  a  suijslitutc,  tiie  owners  luuc  refused  to 
believe  it,  taking  specific  characteristics  of  appeiuance  or  habits  as 
individual  peculiarities  of  their  own  (former)  property. 

Those  members  of  the  Clul)  wiio  are  interested  in  the  sidiject  of 
the  Longevity  of  Birds  will,  if  they  have  not  already  done  so,  find 
much  information  by  reading  the  three  undermentioned  interesting 
works  :— 

1880. — "  On  the  Duration  of  Life  of  the  Animals  in  the  Zoological 
Garden  at  Frankfort-on-the-;\Iain,"  by  Max  Schmidt.  P.Z.vS.  1880, 
pages  299  to  319. 

1892. — "  A  handbook  of  the  Management  of  Ani-^als  in  Captivity 
in  Lower  Bengal,"  by  R.  B.  Sanyal.    Published  at  Oalcuttn,  1892, 

1899. — "  On  the  Comparative  Ages  to  wiiich  Birds  live,"  liy  J.  H. 
Gurney,  published  in  the  "  Ibis "  (seventh  series,  No.  xvii,)  for 
January  1899.  pages  19  to  42. 

As  a  small  contribution  towards  our  knowledge  on  this  subject 
I  may  add  a  list  of  thirty  one  individual  Hirds  tliat  I  have  had  alive  in my 

charge  for  ten  rears  or  more 
Yrs. mths. 

days 

1. M mini  ori/rjrurd.  Java  Sparrow 10 2 

•211 

2. Cdcatmi  (jnleritit.    ?     Greater  Sulpluu'- crestcd  Cockatoo 11 1 27 anrl  still  alive 
3. Ciicntim  (jii iiiiiiiiiis.  Bare-eyed  Cockatoo... u 4 4 
4. 

L'lriiict'in  iiKsira.  Slender-billed  Cockatoo 11 4 4 
5. 11 4 4 
(). 

PdUvoniix  torqiiatd.  Ring-necked  Parr .dfeet  11 1 
.27 

7. .]///riis  ii('i/!/j)fiii.s.  Egyptian  Kite 

HI 

B 0 
«. fiilnix.  Griffon  Vulture. 11 4 4 
9. 11 4 4 

10. Xcap/i rii/i  iirrciKipteriDt.  Egyptian  Vulture. 4 4 
11. Pt'lcciii/Ks  iiiiiicrnfdJ iiK.  White  Pelican. 

1(1 

0 0 
12. 11 0 2(; and  still  alive 
13. 11 1) 

26 

14. 11 0 2G 
15. 11 4 4 
16. riifpxveiix.  Red-backed  Pelican.  ... 11 2 23 
17, .1  iiJcit  piirpiirod.  Puiple  Heron. 

10 

4 0 
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days. 

18.  Cicoii'ni  (ilhii.  White  Stork. 
10 G 3  and  still  alive 10 

i; 

3    „  „ 

20.  Ca/r/iia  inoKchata.  Muscovy  Duck. 10 8 
0    „  „ 

21.  „ 
10 

8 
0  ,  

22.  Clifiialiiper  apgi/ptiaciiK.  S  Egyptian  Goose 11 4 
4    „  „ 

23.  Tha  n  nulled  niiilirrsl/dc.  ?  Lady  Amherst's 
Pheasant.* 

11 
4 

4    „  „ 

24.  Enplocamus  ni/cfhenierus.  3  Silver  Pheasent  11 4 
4    „  „ 

25.  Paro  crixtatiis  $  Crested  Peafowl 
10 

H 9    „  „ 

26.  GriiK  r/ri/o.  Demoiselle  Crane 
10 

3 
10    „  „ 

27.  „ 
10 

10 14  , 

28.  Larnxfidiciiii.  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 

11 
2 

29    „  „ 

29.  „ 
11 

2 29  , 

30.  St 7- II hi 0  camel nn.  3  Sudan  Ostrich 11 4 
4    „  „ 

31.      „          „       t  „ 

11 
4 

4  ,  

Editorial. 

A  Cowbird'S  Nursery  :  in  "  Bird  Lore  "  (July— August, 
1909)  is  an  interesting  paper  from  the  pen  of  C.  G.  Abbot,  which 
is  of  such  interest  regarding  a  parasitical  species  that  I  am  quoting 
it  almost  in  extenso  ;  it  also  introdiices  to  us  another  species 
which  is  practically  unknown  to  English  aviculture,  viz.,  the 

Chestnut-sided  Warbler  {Dendroica  pensylvanica)  : — 
"Where  ignorance  is  bliss,  'tis  folly  to  be  wise — and,  to  judge  by  the 

"serenity  of  her  expression,  the  little  Chestnut-sided  Warbler  in  our 
"  picturet  has  not  the  least  suspicion  that  the  three  eggs  which  she  is 
"  brooding  so  happily  are  not  all  of  her  own  laying.  Who  knows  but  that 
"  it  may  even  be  to  her  a  source  of  pride  that  two  of  them  are  considerably 
"larger  than  the  third,  giving  jn-omise  as  they  do  of  babies  twice  as  lusty 
"  as  those  of  her  neighljours  !  " 

"Asa  matter  of  fact  it  is  the  lazy  Cowbird.  When  the  rightful 
"owner  of  the  nest  has  been  absent,  no  less  than  two  eggs  of  this  shiftless 
"  vagrant  have  been  imposed  upon  her  for  incubiition  and  care.  Whether 
"  both  were  laid  by  the  same  bird  I  could  not  of  course  determine,  but  the 
"  fact  that  the  eggs  were  quite  differently  marked  would  indicate  perhaps 
"  that  two  Cowbirds  had  visited  the  nest." 

"  As  a  general  thing,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  destroying  every  Cow- 
"  bird's  egg  I  find.  For  although  the  Cowbird  in  itself  is  a  harmless  bird, 
"  its  advent  into  the  world  seems  to  be  attended  by  the  sacrifice  of  other 

*  Assumed  male  plumage  in  1906. 
t  The  article  is  illustrated  by  five  excellently  reproduced  photos. 
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"  birds  at  least  as  harmless  and  usually  more  attractive  Had  I  removed 
"  both  the  Cowbird's  eggs,  the  bird  would  almost  certainly  have  deserted 
"  her  home.  So,  as  the  nest  was  in  a  convenient  situation  for  observation 
"  — in  a  bush  alongside  a  path,  and  close  to  the  house  where  I  was  staying 
" — and  as  I  was  curious  to  watch  happenings  in  the  little  cradle  when  the 
"heterogeneous  family  should  be  born,  1  left  the  eggs  untouched." 

"  The  nest  was  found  at  Rhimebeck,  N. Y.,  on  July  6th,  1900,  incuba- 
"  tion  having  just  started.    Four  days  later  I  discovered  that  one  of  the 
"  Cowbird's  eggs  was  infertile  ;  so  I  removed  it  disappointed  that  I 
"  should  not,  after  all,  enjoy  the  somewhat  unique  experience  of  observing 
"two  young  ('owbirds  growing  u))  in  the  same  nest.  It  was  sometime  dur- 
"  ing  the  night  of  July  13  —14  that  the  Cowbird's  egg  hatched — the 
"  Warblers  hatched  between  12  and  12-;}0  on  the  14th.  The  nicety  with 
"  which  matters  had  been  so  arranged  that  the  young  Cowbird  would  have 
"  just  a  convenient  start  in  life  over  its  unfortunate  rival  commanded  at 
"  least  my  admiration  if  not  my  sympathy.  Cowbirds  must  indeed  be 
"sharp  nest  finders  to  be  able  to  discover  at  short  notice  not  only  the  nests 
"of  suitable  kinds  of  birds,  but  even  nests  containing  eggs  at  a  certain 
"  sta^e  of  incubation  ! " 

The  above  interesting  details  I  have  given  practically  in 
extensn.  It  certainly  was  regrettable  that  one  egg  was  infertile,  as 

interesting  data  were  thereby  lost — would  both  Cowbirds  have  pre- 
ceded the  Warbler  ?  Most  certainly  in  such  case  the  Warbler 

must  have  been  ci'ushed  out  of  existence  at  once,  the  nest  being 
utterly  inadequate  for  the  purpose  ;  one  of  the  photos  illustrating 

the  ai"ticle  shows  the  sides  of  the  nest  distended  with  the  partially 
fledged  Cowbird  :  causing  one  to  deduce  that  the  two  Cowbirds 

could  not  have  been  reared  therein — this,  however,  can  only  be 
supposition,  as  many  species  exhibit  ingenuity,  amounting  almrst 
to  reason,  in  meeting  domestic  diflficnlties. 

"  After  the  hatching  of  the  eggs  1  spent  considerable  time  at  the 
"nest-side,  and  observed  with  interest  the  many  pretty  little  incidents  of  a 
"  bird's  domestic  life — the  constant  and  tender  brooding  by  both  Warblers 
"  in  turn  ;  the  never-ceasing  search  among  the  neighbouring  trees  and 
"bushes  for  small  caterpillars  ;  the  delivery  of  the  food  by  the  male  to  the 
"  brooding  female,  who  in  turn  would  raise  herself  and  pass  it  to  the 
"young  ;  the  careful  clt^ansing  of  the  nest  ;  and  many  othei' intimate  details 
"of  the  birds'  loving  and  hai)py  lives." 

"  When  I  drew  aside  the  leaves  that  sheltered  the  nest  and  allowed 
"  the  sun  to  shine  upon  it  for  the  purpo.ses  of  photograjAy,  the  mother, 
"realizing  with  that  wonderful  instinct  common  to  all  birds  which  nest  in 
"  the  shade,  the  fatal  effect  on  her  babies  of  the  sun's  rays,  would  take  her 
"stand  on  the  edge  of  the  nest  and  with  outstretched  wings  would  form  of 
"her  own  body  a  living  shield  for  the  comfort  and  protection  of  her  young 
"  As  the  young  birds  began  to  grow,  the  Cowbird  not  only  maintained 
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"  but  rapidly  increased  its  lead  over  its  small  nest  mate.  At  every  visit  of 
"  the  jtai'ent  bird  with  food,  its  capacious  gullet  could  be  seen  violently 
"  waving  aloft  and  almost  completely  hiding  the  feeble  little  mouth  of  the 
"  Warbler,  whose  owner  was  doing  its  best  in  a  dumb  appeal  for  food  
"  However,  the  young  Warbler  did  manage  to  get  an  occasional  portion, 
"and  I  had  .strong  hojjcs  that  it  might  reach  inatin'ity  I  photogi-aphed 
"  the  birds  on  July  IHth,  at  ;5-8()  p.m.,  that  was  the  last  I  saw  of  the  poor 
"  little  Warbler  at  5  ji.m.  the  Cowbird  was  in  sole  and  triumj)hant 
"  possession  of  the  nest." 

The  writer  could  not  trace  what  had  become  of  the 

Warbler,  but  draws  the  conclusion,  that  it  became  more  feeble  and 

Wcis  crushed  to  death  l)y  the  Cowljird's  K'ross  boily,  and  that  the 
parents  carried  the  corpse  some  distance — a  most  careful  search 
over  a  large  area  beneath  the  nest  failed  to  reveal  any  sign  of  the 
missinfj;  bird.  It  would  thus  appear  that  it  had  neither  fallen  from 

the  nest  nor  been  ejected  i)y  the  Cowl)ird. 

"The  Cowbird  now  had  things  all  his  own  way,  and  there  being  no 
"one  to  dispute  his  right  to  all  the  food,  he  grew  with  amazing  rapidity. 
"  The  dainty  little  cup  of  a  nest,  nevei'  built  to  accommodate  such  a  mon- 
"  ster,  was  soon  completely  forced  out  of  shape.  His  body  then  protruded 
"  beyond  the  lower  rim  of  the  nest  and  the  ground  underneath  became 
"  littered  with  dropy>ings,  quite  baffling  the  cleanly,  sanitary  instincts  of 
"  the  Warblers." 

The  above  interesting  notes  supply  much  food  for  thought 
and  should  prove  of  much  assistance  to  some  of  our  members, 
more  than  one  of  whom,  are  going  to  make  the  attempt  to  breed 
some  species  of  Cowbird  during  the  coming  season  It  would 

appear  that  in  a  state  of  nature,  a  species  smaller  than  itself  is 
usually  chosen  as  a  foster  parent  for  its  young  ;  this  appears  to  be 
the  case  with  many  parasitical  sjiecies. 

The  Californian  Woodpecker:  From  a  piece  of  stray 

paper,  from  what  periodical  or  date  I  do  not  know,  the  following 

extract  will  doubtless  interest  many  : — 
"  While  mining  in  the  Sierra  range  of  California,  a  correspondent 

"  had  a  favourable  op))ortunity  to  observe  the  peculiar  habits  of  the  Cali- 
"  fornian  Woodpecker  with  regard  to  storing  his  future  supply  of  food 
"where  it  will  be  s;ife  against  the  destructive  effects  of  the  elements  and 
"  the  depredations  of  other  animals.  Early  in  the  Autunni  of  1850  he 
"  noticed  a  Red-headed  Woodpecker  busy  from  daylight  to  dark  digging 
"  holes  in  the  bark  of  a  pine-tree  near  his  cabin.  At  his  first  leisure  he 
"  visited  the  tree,  expecting  to  find  the  bark  infested  with  worms  ;  to  his 
"  surprise  however,  he  found  it  studded  with  acorns,  but  they  were  not 
"  p  'otruding  from  the  holes.  The  holes  ran  in  regular  lines  round  the 
■'  tree,  beginning  about  four  feet  above  the  roots  and  extending  to  the 
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"height  of  fifteen  feet.  The  holes  were  dug  with  mathematical  precision. 
"  The  acorns  were  driven  in  lai'ge  end  foremost,  and  the  fit  was  so  exact 
"  that  no  agency  could  remove  them  without  cutting  away  the  hark.  No 
"miser  worked  more  incessantly  or  hoarded  with  greater  care.  When  the 
"rain  confined  the  writer  and  his  companions  to  tlieir  cal)ins,  the  bird  con- 
"tinued  at  his  work,  laying  ui)  his  treasures  with  persistent  industry.  As 
"  soon  as  he  pecked  out  a  hole,  he  flew  to  an  oak  and  selected  an  acorn, 
"sometimes  from  the  ground,  at  others  from  the  tree,  to  fill  the  place  ;  and 
"  so  perfect  was  his  idea  of  size  that  the  writer  never  saw  him  get  one 
"  too  large  to  go  in,  or  so  small  that  he  did  not  have  to  hammer  it  to  its 
"  place.  The  incident  would  be  incomplete  without  giving  the  sad  part  of 
"it.  The  persistence  of  the  woodpecker's  character  would  otherwise 
"  never  have  been  known.  Wishing  to  reload  his  rifle  prejjaratory  to  a  deer- 
"  hunt,  the  correspondent  stepped  out  of  his  cabin  to  discharge  it.  The 
"  bird,  as  he  laboured  on  the  side  of  his  tree,  made  a  tempting  mark,  but 
"  too  distant,  it  was  thought,  to  be  in  danger  ;  it  proved  otherwise  however. 
"  The  writer  walked  sadly  down  to  the  tree  and  picked  up  the  bird's  re- 
"  mains,  and,  to  his  surprise,  he  found  that  he  had  worn  down  his  upper 
"  bill  to  the  raw  flesh." 

Club  Meetings :  An  expei-imental  meeting  was  held  at 
the  Ci-ystal  Palace,  though  of  course  it  was  under  the  circum- 

stances of  a  somewhat  informal  character,  nevertheless  it  was 

successful,  and  will  be,  I  trust,  the  precursor,  of  many  larger 
gatherings  in  the  future.  Eighteen  sat  down  to  tea  including 
members  from  the  far  north  as  well  as  others  from  the  sunny 
south.  After  tea  an  interchange  of  opinion  took  place  on  matters 

of  club  interest — notably  cluli  meetings,  and  conditions  of  cup 

competitions,  the  latter  was  refei-red  to  the  next  Council  Meeting. 
As  to  the  former,  two  experimental  meetings  were  arranged  to  take 

place  on  the  third  Wednesday  in  April  and  the  first  Saturday  in 
May,  the  rendezvous  being  the  Small  Bird  House  at  the  Zoo,  time 

2-80  p.m.  on  each  occasion  :  the  idea  being  to  make  a  round  of 

the  birds,  with  exchanges  of  expei'ience,  and  any  topic  of  interest 
arising  on  the  occasion.  It  was  also  hopetl  that  the  idea  might 
be  extended  and  that  at  such  times  as  anything  special  occurred, 

calculated  to  di*aw  members  together  from  a  distance  to  a  given 
locality,  that  a  meeting  be  arranged.  The  newly  formed  Social 
Committee  will  arrange  for  such  gatherings  as  opportunity  occurs. 
A  series  of  meetings  in  different  parts  of  the  country  to  visit  large 

aviaries  and  I'are  collections  of  birds,  should  not  merely  be  plea- 
sant and  interesting,  but  should  tend  to  the  welfare  and  growth  of 

the  club,  and  also  educalive  at  any  rate  to  the  extent  of  an  enlarged 
avicultural  experience. 
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Nesting  Notes  :  These  are  commencing  early  this  season, 
my  esteemed  friend  and  fellow  member,  Mr.  VV.  E.  Teschemaker  leads 
the  way  in  this  respect.  Through  the  wretched  weather  of  last 
January  his  Argoondali  Quails  patiently  attended  to  the  duties  of 
incubation  and  on  the  31st  ult.,  six  young  Argoondahs  were  duly 

hatched"  the  first  Argoondahs  to  be  born  in  this  country  I  believe— one 
escaped  through  the  netting  and  was  lost,  the  others  are  still  alive,  but 
that  they  will  be  fully  reared  is  rather  doubtful,  as  some  little  time  was 
lost  in  finding  a  suitable  food  for  them,  the  ordinary  diet  being  refused. 
It  is  not  easy  to  rear  hardy  chickens  in  mid-winter,  let  alone  small 
quails,  so  that  complete  success  is  doubtful.  The  above  is  extracted 
from  a  private  letter. 

Green  BulbulS  :  it  will  be  remembered  that  from  a  note 

published  in  Vol.  VIII.,  Mr.  Teschemaker  announced*  he  had  a  true 
pair  of  Malabar  Green  Bulbirls.  These  now  prove  to  be  the  ordinary 

Gold-fronted  (C.  aurifrons.)  I  draw  attention  to  this  fact,  as  it  dis- 
tinctly points  to  the  fact  that  young  Gold-fronts  do  not  get  the  blue 

throat  at  the  first  moult,  but  that  it  is  very  probably  a  colour  growth 
not  evident  till  some  months  later,  or  till  the  next  moult — I  do  not 
think  this  point  has  been  previously  noted,  viz.,  that  young  male 
aurifrons,  hare  the  centre  of  the  throat  black,  for  some  months  after  as- 

suming the  black  areas  on  the  throat  and  sides  of  neck  and  that  the 
blue  on  tlie  centre  of  the  throat  does  not  appear  till  some  time  later. 
Both  Captain  Perreau  and  myself  were  led  astray  by  this  fact  into 

thinking  I  had  a  genuine  rarity — viz.,  a  true  Malabar.  Mr.  Tesche- 
maker has  been  mish^d  by  the  same  feature  and  I  have  also  come 

across  other  cases,  so  that  I  think  we  may  conclude  that  this  feature  is 

constant  and  that  all  young  male  Gold-lronts  have  the  centre  of  the 
throat  black  for  some  time  after  sheding  the  nestling  plumage,  which 
is  mostly  green  ;  in  the  case  of  my  specimen  the  blue  on  the  centre  of 
throat  did  not  appear  for  nearly  a  year,  and  for  the  whole  of  that  period 
I  was  under  the  impression  that  I  had  a  true  Malabar  Green  Bulbul. 
Possibly  either  Messrs.  Dewar,  Donald,  Capt.  Perreau  (or  some  other 
member  at  present  in  India),  will  make  some  observations  as  regards 
this  feature,  and  ascertain  whether  it  is  constant  with  wild  l)irds  and 
also  if  possible  fix  at  al)0ut  what  age  the  blue  on  the  throat  first 
appears,  and  whether  by  a  direct  moidt  or  colour  growth. 

*  Or  I  did,  (jiioting  from  a  private  letter. 
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The  Spotted  Flycatcher  (Muscicapa  griftola). 

By  R.  SuGGiTT. 

The  Spotted  Flycatcher  is  one  of  the  most  noticeable  of  our 
summer  visitors,  and  it  may  be  found  in  almost  every  orchard  or 
garden,  making  swoops  from  its  favourite  perch  after  flies  and 
other  insects.  It  is  one  of  the  latest  of  our  summer  arrivals.  It  is 

seldom  seen  in  our  northern  counties  before  the  middle  of  May, 
and,  it  is  at  least  a  month  later  before  the  eggs  are  to  be  found. 

The  nest  is  usually  built  of  fine  hay  and  small  roots,  inter- 

woven with  spiders'  webs  and  lined  with  hay.  It  is  situated  on 
the  lower  fork  of  a  fruit  tree,  on  the  top  of  a  sheltered  fence  post, 

or  sometimes  in  ivy  growing  on  the  wall  of  a  house.  I  have 
found  the  nest  in  all  these  situations  in  my  garden,  at  Cleethorpes, 
where  two  or  three  pairs  rear  their  young  every  summer.  Years 
ago  I  took  a  nest  from  the  fork  of  a  large  tree,  at  least  25  feet 

from  the  ground.  The  eggs  vary  a  little  in  colour,  but  bear  a 
general  resemblance  to  those  of  the  Robin,  except  that  they  are  a 
little  smaller  and  not  so  round.    The  usual  clutch  is  five. 

The  Spotted  Flycatcher  is  a  very  shy  sitter  and  glides  from 
the  nest  whenever  an  intruder  approaches  to  within  thirty  feet  of 
its  domicile.  No  interference  with  the  nest  is  tolerated,  the 
parents  forsaking  nearly  fully  tledged  young  if  the  latter  be 
handled  too  freely.  The  fledgelings  are  the  most  nervous  young 
birds  that  I  am  acquainted  with  and  cower  at  the  bottom  of  the 
nest,  terrified  if  one  peers  at  them.  At  other  times  this  bird  is 
bold  and  fairly  confiding. 

They  have  no  song  and  their  voices  are  seldom  heard  until 

the  young  have  left  the  nest,  when  the  call  "  it-chick  "  may  be 
heard  in  all  directions. 

Their  food  consists  of  insects.  Upper  plumage,  greyish - 
brown  streaked  with  darker-brown  on  the  head  ;  wings  and  tail, 
dark-brown  ;  sides  of  face  and  ear  coverts,  dark  brown  ;  under 
surface,  greyish-white  tinged  with  pale  brown  on  the  breast  and 
sides,  and  faintly  streakeil  witli  brown  on  the  flanks  :  bill,  brown  ; 
feet,  black. 

This  species  has  little  to  recommend  it  as  a  cage  bird.  It 

readily  takes  to  cage  life,  is  easy  to  cater  for  and  becomes  fairly 
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tame,  but  this  only  partly  conipiMisates  for  its  sombre  coloiariiig 
and  lack  of  song,  in  liirdrooms  where  the  space  is  limited  and  is 

easily  filled  with  rarer  and  nioi'e  l)eautiful  species. 
I  have  caught  and  nieated  off  a  few  specimens  ;  they  have 

thriven  on  the  ordinai-y  soft  food  with  gentles  anil  other  live  food, 
but  I  could  never  induce  them  to  partake  of  any  kind  of  fruit, 
although  they  are  said  to  partly  feed  on  berries  in  the  autunm. 

Correspondence. 

ORIOLES  AND  VIRGINIAN  CARDINALS. 

Sir, — Can  any  member  tell  me  if  Orioles  and  Virginian 
Cardinals  will  agree  together  in  an  aviary  ? 

(Hon.)  M.  C.  Hawkb. 

THE  LONGEVITY  OF  CAPTIVE  BIRDS. 

Sir. — I  think  it  may  interest  meml)ers  to  hear  that  I  have 
kept  a  Zosterop  in  perfect  condition  for  over  seven  years.  One 
winter  was  spent  in  an  unheated,  but  shelteretl  aviary  :  it  was 
driven  into  the  shed  at  night  and  shut  up.  Other  years  when  the 
weather  really  became  cold,  it  was  brought  in  and  caged  with 
Gouldian,  Parrot  Finches,  and  Waxbills,  in  a  large  cage  (Hft.  by 

2Tft),  which  was  kept  in  the  dining-room. 
His  diet  was  very  varied,  as  he  often  got  a  l>it  of  pudding 

at  lunch  time — custard,  rice,  stewed  prunes,  &c., — the  usual  soft 
food,  crushed  hemp  and  fruit. 

When  he  had  l)een  in  my  possession  about  two  years,  I 
picked  him  up  in  an  ajiparently  dying  ccmdition,  in  a  fit :  I  soused 
him  in  cold  water  and  he  recovered. 

This  autumn  he  looked  rather  mopey  and  I  brought  him 

indoors,  putting  his  cage  in  a  liot  kitchen — l)ut  he  only  lived  about 
six  weeks,  <lying  after  a  series  of  fits. 

I  have  Avritten  of  this  charming  little  l)ird  as  "he,"  but  I 
do  not  know  the  sex.  As  it  never  sang,  very  probably  it  was  a  hen, 

— I  wish  I  could  ol)taiii  more,  they  are  most  charming  birds. 
(Hon.)  M.  C.  Hawke 

Sir. — I  enclose  you  a  cutting  which  will  prol)ably  interest 

many  members  and  may  also  call  foi-tli  other  intei'esting  records 
of  a  similar  chai-acter. 

"Mr.  H.  Chaiitller,  of  Aruiidcl-street,  Laiidport,  writes  :  — I  read  in 
"the  "  Evening  News  "  tlie  achievement  of  Mi'.  Smith's  jwrrot,  which  has 
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fil 

"  laid  four  eggs  since  lust  October.  My  i)!irrot  is  alilc  to  heat  this  record  ; 
"it  is  a  West  Afi'ican  grey,  and  is  jirol  ahly  about  18  years  of  age.  I  have 
"had  it  If)  years,  and  it  is  a  good  talker.  To  my  surpristi,  on  November 
"7th,  it  laid  an  egg,  then  one  on  each  of  the  following  dates  in  1908  - 
"  Xovenihcr  L^oth, '2!lth,  l)ecend)er  r)tli  ;  and  on  February  2nd.  14th,  17th, 
"and  '21st,  l',K)9.  J  should  bi,'  glad  if  anyone  can  inform  nio  whether  these 
"  birds  are  ever  bred  in  ca|)livity.  and  the  age  at  which  they  usually  coin- 
"  mence  to  lay." II.  W.  Mathias. 

Notes  from  Far  and  Near. 

The  Shining  Cuckoo.— Our  cstccincd  nifmbiM-.  Mr.  F. 

Howe,  kinilly  sfiuls  me  ;i  cutting  from  tlu'  "  New  Zealand  Herald," 
by  Mr.  J.  Drnmmond,  F.L.S.,  F.Z.S.,  from  which  I  have  compiled 

the  followintj'  : 
As  the  result  of  an  a|)|)eal  for  observation  as  to  the  habits 

of  this  species,  twenty  letters  were  received,  and  also  other  brief 

notes,  recording  arrivals  at  different  places  were  made — from  this 
evidence  it  was  shown  that  October  and  November  were  the  months 

in  which  these  miKKints  arrive,  tlionyh  some  few  come  in  Augnst 

and  others  in  Si'i)tember,  while  isolated  individuals  remain  all  the 
year  round. 

"  Most  of  the  romance  of  the  Shining  Cuckoo  is  bound  up  in  its 
"  departure  from  the  beautiful  tropical  islands  of  the  Pacific,  its  {)erilous 
"  continuous  flight  the  longest  on  record  when  it  journeys  over  lOOO  miles 
"of  sea,  its  arrival  here  in  the  sentimental  months,  its  love  and  courtship, 
"  and,  finally,  the  amazing  determination  of  the  most  unnatural  mother  to 
"  abjure  the  maternal  affection  that  is  common  to  the  female  sex  in  all 
"  classes  of  the  animal  kingdom.  Apart  from  these  considerations,  the 
"Shining  ("uckoo  has  maTiy  charms.  It  has  fine  manners,  a  peculiar  and 
"  handsome  plumage,  which  gives  it  a  very  distinguished  appearance,  and 
"strong,  li(iuid,  silvery,  and  sustained  notes.  Correspondents  who  made 
"records  last  yeai'  have  remarked  that  the  notes  are  not  so  jubilant  when 
"the  cuckoo  first  arrives  as  they  are  later  on,  when  its  "fancy  lightly  turns 
"  to  thoughts  of  love."  This  is  accounted  for  by  the  theory  that  the  fir.st 
"arrivals  are  males.  They  are  probably  stronger  on  the  wing  and  fly 
"  quicker.  Many  of  them  are  companionless  for  a  time  after  arrival,  and 
"  they  do  not  put  all  their  souls  into  their  songs  until  their  mates  are 
"  present  to  admire  their  efforts.  It  is  recorded  in  regard  to  the  Pallid 
"  Cuckoo  of  Australia,  indeed,  that  the  principal  body  of  migrants  are 
"  preceded  by  forerunners,  who  arc  absolutely  silent.  Mr.  James  Anderson, 
"keeper  of  the  Kahurangi  Point  lighthouse,  at  Collingwood,  Nelson,  has 
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"  observed  this  peculiarity.  "  The  Shining  Cuckoo,"  he  says  "  made  its 
"  first  appearance  here  this  season,  1908,  on  October  6.  For  a  week  there 
"  seemed  to  be  only  one.  The  long  flight,  apparently,  had  put  its  vocal 
"  notes  out  of  tune,  as  its  whistle  was  not  as  prolonged  as  usual.  On 
"October  13  I  saw  thiee  Shining  Cuckoos  in  a  young  rata  tree.  One  was 
"  sitting  with  its  wings  spread  ;  the  others  were  chasing  each  other  through 
"the  branches.  Now,  November  1st,  you  can  hear  them  whistling  all  day 
"  long.  It  would  be  easier  to  gue.ss  the  number  of  peas  in  a  bottle  than 
"  the  number  of  Shining  Cuckoos  at  this  place.  Their  whistle  is  more 
"  noticeable  than  the  notes  of  any  other  bird.  If  all  the  bushy  parts  of 
"New  Zealand  have  as  many  of  these  visitors  as  there  are  here,  their 
"migration  must  be  a  very  big  thing  indeed." 

Another  observer  states  : — "  For  the  first  few  clays  following  its 
arrival  the  Shining  Cnckoo  is  very  quiet  and  retiring,  its  silvery 
note,  which  later  becomes  so  loud  and  distinct,  is  but  seklom  heard, 

and  then  nearlj'^  always  in  the  night  ;  thus  does  it  usually  herald  its 
arrival.  The  best  representation  of  its  notes  are  as  follows  : — 

"  Kui,  kui,  kui,  whitiwhiti  ora."  Maori  orators  quote  it  as  an 
ornament  of  speech,  conveying  best  wishes  for  good  fortune,  pros- 

perity, and  all  happiness. 
W.T.P. 

Month's  Arrivals. 

A  Consignment  of  North  American  Birds  for  the  Zoo.— North 
American  species  are  of  special  interest,  for  since  prohibition  of  the  importa- 

tion of  American  species,  practically  the  exchanges  between  the  London 
and  New  York  Zoos  are  the  only  means  we  have  of  keeping  up  our  acquain- 

tance with  the  avifauna  of  the  U.S.A.,  save  for  these  species  whose  range 
extends  to  the  South  American  Continent,  from  whence  a  limited  number 
leak  through  at  not  very  frequent  intervals.  I  am  unable  to  describe  these 
before  going  to  press,  but  will  refer  to  them  again  in  our  next  issue.  They 
consist  of  the  following  : 

10  American  Goldfinches.  2  Common  Cowbirds. 
.3  Pine  Siskins.  5  Blue  Birds. 
6  Red-shouldered  Starlings.  7  Catbirds. 

Another  recent  arrival  is  an  Australian  Mallee  Bird.  W.T.P. 
Private  Importations.— Mr.  Sutcliffe  left  Jamaica  at  the  end  of  Dec- 
ember en  route  for  Uemerara,  where  he  hopes  to  make  some  captures.  The 

ship  called  at  Colon,  Panama,  Carthagena,  and  Savanilla.  At  the  last 
two  ports  he  could  not  discover  any  birds  ;  at  Panama  he  secured  a  pair 
of  Egrets,  a  Yellow  Ilangne.st,  and  13  small  birds.  The  Egrets,  Hangnest,  a 
Colombian  Siskin  ,  Blue-Sugar  Bird  ?  ,  and  two  pairs  of  Tanagers  arrived 
alive.  On  Thursday  morning,  January  271h,  they  left  Southampton  at  12-30 
noon  ;  reaching  Sheffield  at  8-38  p.m.,  leaving  there  at  3  a.m.,  and 
arriving  here  at  6  a.m.  on  Friday  morning.   I  received  news  of  their  dispatch 
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and  arranged  to  meet  the  train  ;  it  was  bitterly  cold,  with  29  degrees  of 
frost  (on  the  grass),  and  I  should  not  have  been  surprised  if  they  had  all 
been  dead. 

The  Tanagers  were  a  pair  of  Knjilin/ini  nihiniit.  dainty  little  creatures, 
smaller  than  our  Gold  Crests,  olive-green  and  yellow.  The  others  are  simi- 

larly coloured  and  evidently  of  the  same  genus.  The  cock  has  a  very  bright 
yellow  breast,  shining  olive  green  l)ack,  yellow  frontal  band  ;  it  much 
resembles  the  Violet  Tanager  in  build.  R.S. 

Recently,  at  Mr.  Lucr's,  I  had  the  opjjortunity  of  seeing  what  I  took 
to  be  a  i)air  of  Black-headed  Hangnests,*  they  were  in  such  fine  condition  and 
all  evidently  adult,  that  one  was  able  to  compare  them  somewhat  minutely 
as  to  colour  areas,  etc.  They  were  silky  black  with  a  yellow  patch  on  the 
primaries  about  the  size  of  a  sixpence,  and  the  root  of  tail  and  ventral  region 
also  yellow.  The  colour  areas  appeared  to  be  about  equal  in  intensity.  In 
the  bird  which  I  took  to  be  the  hen,  the  black  areas  lacked  both  silkiness, 
depth,  and  i)urity.    In  all  other  respects  they  appeared  to  be  similar. 

There  were  also  in  the  same  consigimient  some  young  Scarlet  Tana- 
gers,  and  as  these  were  the  first  I  had  seen  I  took  the  opportunity  of  care- 

fully examining  the  plumage.  Those  in  nestling  plumage  were  earthy  brown 
on  wings  and  tail,  and  the  body  feathers  were  rufous  brown,  which  on  the 
breast  were  slightly  spotted,  similarly  to  a  young  Robin  though  not  so  dis- 

tinct. One  specimen  was  just  c(mimencing  to  change  to  adult  plumage.  The 
first  scarlet  feathers  to  show  themselves  were  at  the  base  of  the  beak  and  the 
root  of  the  tail,  which  gave  the  bird  a  rather  striking  appearance. 

Several  pairs  of  Golden  Crowned  Conures  have  also  come  to  hand 
during  the  month,  as  well  as  the  ever  welcome  Golden-fronted  Green  Bulbul 
(C.  (I iir/friii/s).    One  would  like  to  see  more  of  these  imported, 

W.  T.  R. 

Mr.  Jamrach,  the  well  known  naturalist,  has  recently  been  offering 
pairs  of  the  following  : — 

Golden-shouldered  Parrakeet  {Fsejihatun  chri/siopteri/ghiK). 

Brown's  Parrakeets  {Phitj/cerc/ix  Imuitintii). 
Red-collared  Lorikeets  {TrtchoglnssuH  ruh-ifnrqiies). 

All  the  above  are  uncommon  species,  and  would  adorn  any  collection,  and 
though  costly  will  doubtless  find  ready  purchasers.  One  species,  the  Red- 
collared  Lorikeets,  is  quite  hardj',  a  pair  have  occupied  quite  a  small  out-door 
flight  attached  to  my  garden  aviary,  exposed  to  all  weathers,  for  two  and  a 
half  years,  and  are  to-day  (February  2nd)  in  faultless  condition 

W.  T.  P. 

I  have  just  seen  (February  9th)  a  wonderful  consignment  of  Austra- 
lian Finches,  etc.,  imported  by  De  Von  &  Willson,  Ltd.,t  consisting  of  some 

3,500  pairs  of  Painted,  Grass,  Gouldian,  Bicheno,  Crimson,  Masked,  Parson, 
and  other  Finches.  All  were  in  wonderful  condition,  also  2  pairs  of  Purple- 

*  Probably  Icterus  coroiiatiiif. — Ed. 
t  A  large  consignment  has  come  to  hand,  brought  over  by  .Mr.  Wallace,  formerly  a  partner  in 

the  firm  of  Messrs.  Payne  and  Wallace,  of  which  the  above  is  probably  a  part  — W.T.P. 
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crowned  Lorikeets,  at  least  that's  what  they  are  said  to  be  ;  they  are  quite 
new  to  me.  They  have  a  small  orange  patch  on  cheek,  golden-front,  viz., 
above  beak  shading  at  sides  into  crimson  ;  purple  patch  on  crown  ;  body 
colour  green,  size  a  little  larger  than  the  common  Love-birds. 

Also  a  single  specimen  of  White-winged  Dove,  body  colour  speckled 
golden-brown,  with  grey  stripes  on  face  ;  wings  very  large  and  carried  low 
down,  colour  as  body,  with  large  patch  of  white  on  the  under  surface  of 
primaries ;  legs  very  short,  giving  the  l)ird  the  appearance  of  squatting 
when  really  it  is  standing. 

The  Einhlenia  picta'a  were  a  wonderful  lot,  simply  perfect  specimens 
The  above  hurried  note  may  prove  of  interest.-  W.T.R. 

Post-Mortem  Reports. 

(Vide  Rules). 

For  i-fjilicx  III/  piisf,  a  fefi  of2x.  Od.  iiiiixt  be  xe.itt ;  Ihix  rei/ii/alin/i  irill  n(it  he 
Imiheii  under  am/  condHiiin. 

Pfixt-Morteiii  Repiirtx  run  ii/ili/  appear  hi  iiert  ixxue  inJie/i  t/iei/  are  rereired 
by  Mr.  Gray  prior  to  the  31st  of  any  iiiotith. 

Red-headed  Gouldian  Finch  (W.  Edmunds).  Cause  of  death,  pneu- 
monia.   A  great  number  of  these  birds  just  imported  are  dying  off. 

Gouldian  Finch :  Young  cock  (Dr.  J.  Easton  Scott).  Cause  of  death, 

pneumonia. 
Amethyst  Starling  and  two  Gouldian  Finches  (Wm.  Shore  Baily). 

Cause  of  death  in  each  instance  was  pneumonia. 

Cock  Seed-eater  (The  Hon.  M.  C.  Hawke).  Your  bird  had  a  fatty 
liver  and  no  doubt  died  in  a  fit.    The  cranium  was  very  much  congested. 

Red-rump  Parrakeet  (Mrs.  B.  Croysdale).  The  cause  of  death  was 
no  doubt  duo  to  congestion  of  the  brain. 

Cock  Violet  Tanager  (Lady  K.  Pilkington).  Cause  of  death,  fatty 

degeneration  of  the  liver. 
Aiisirerril  hy  post :  E.  J.  Brooks,  Esq.,  H.  Willford,  Esq.,  Mrs.  B. 

W.  Hodgkins,  and  T.  N.  Wilson. 
Hakky  Gkay,  M.R.C.V.S. 
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BIRD  NOTES: 
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The  Stella  Lory. 

( Ghdnnosytid  stelkej. 

By  Wesley  T.  Page,  F.Z.S.,  M.B.N.O.U. 

I  much  regret  that  the  article  to  accompany  Mr.  Goodchikl's 
exquisite  phvte  is  not  from  the  pen  of  those  who  have  kept  this 
species,  as  in  consequence  it  must  be  a  compilation,  with  perhaps 
the  one  saving  feature  that  so  far  as  I  speak  personally  as  to  its 

demeanour,  it  is  fr'om  my  observation  of  the  ))ird  exhibited  by  Mr. 

Millsnm*  at  the  recent  L.P.O.S.  Show,  wliich  came  from  Mr. 
Brook's  series  of  this  mayniiicent  species,  and  that  I  have  two  or 

three  of  Mr.  Brook's  letters  to  draw  upon.  So  far  as  I  know  only 
two  English  avicnlturists  have  possessed  this  species,  viz.,  our 

esteemed  member  Mi-.  E.  J.  P>rook  and  Mrs.  Johnstone. 

No  eulogy  of  mine  is  needed,  with  the  exquisite  plate 

before  us,  but  beautiful  and  life-like  as  Mr.  Goodchikl's  drawing 
is  (those  who  have  seen  the  living  bird  will  fully  appreciate  this), 
it  does  not,  cannot,  do  justice  to  the  glowing  living  beauty  of  this 

indescribable  species — a  stray  sentence  from  one  of  Mr.  Brook's 

letters,  received  in  I'.tO.S,  faintly  indicates  this  ;  he  writes  :  "  My 
group  of  Stella  Lories  makes  a  grand  display  of  colour  " — since  I 
have  seen  the  living  bird,  that  short  sentence  is  pregnant  with 
new  meaning  to  me,  and  in  imagination  I  see  them  disporting 

themselves  beneath  a  summer's  sun,  with  a  brilliance  that  even 
imagination  cannot  reach,  and  neither  pen  describe  nor  brush 
depict. 

This  beautiful  genus  contains  but  three  species,  the  follow- 
ing key  to  which  I  quote  from  the  Brit.  Mus.  Cat.,  Vol.  xx  : 

*Mr.  ]\Iillsum  will  have  the  sympathy  of  all  members  in  his  great 
loss.  The  draughts  at  the  Palace  i)rovitig  too  much  for  his  beautiful  exhibit 
—it  succumbed  thereto  on  the  morning  following  its  return  from  the  show. 
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KliY  TO  THE  SPECIES. 

I.    Aliddli-  t.iil  leathers  green  at  the  base. 
(a)  .V  ]>atcli  of  yellow  on  the  sides  of  the  breast  jiiiinii'iixitf 
(b)  X<>  yellow  i)atcli  oil  the  sides  of  the  breast  Mel  he 

ri.    Middle  tail  feathers,  red.  with  no  green  at  the  base  .juxfiilil/ur 

Description  :  Adult  lualo.  Tlic  principal  Ixxly  colourin.u 
is  .uliiwing  caniiine  of  a  vevy  rich  and  iiileiise  hue,  with  a  patch  of 

hluf  and  dull  purple  on  the  rumps  :  ])ack  and  wiuys  dark  grass- 
green  :  on  tile  hint!  crown  is  a  patch  of  lilac-purple  feathers, 
which  are  thrown  into  beautiful  relief  by  the  lilack  nape  ;  lower 

breast,  sides  of  alxlomen  and  fhudcs,  purplish-black  :  the  flanks 

are  relieved  with  a  few  white  sti-eaks,  margined  with  l)lue  (com- 
mon to  ])otli  sexes),  middle  of  abdomen,  undcrsiile  of  wings,  and 

under  tail-coverts,  intense  crimson  :  tail  dark  green,  with  the  two 
middle  feathers  passing  into  orange  and  toning  down  to  yellow 
at  the  tips,  the  outer  tail  feathers  have  yellow  tips  and  the  bases  of 
inner  webs,  crimson  :  bill,  re(|  ;  legs  and  feet,  orange.  Total 

length,  1")?,  inches  ;  tlie  two  central  tail  feathers,  loj  inches  long. 
ADriyp  Female;  Fully  as  brilliant  as  the  male,  but  is 

easily  distinguislied  rnim  i\er  mate  by  her  bi'illiant  yellow  lower 
back,  she  also  has  a  green  band  across  tlie  laimp  ;  otherwise  as  the 
male. 

Y()UN(J  Male  :  The  ci'imson  feathers  of  the  neck  and 
breast  are  margined  with  jjurplish  ;  abdomen  ami  thighs,  green 

and  blue  :  l)ack.  yellow  :  more  oi-  less  suH'used  with  red.  One  or 
moi-e  of  Mr.  I'>rook"s  l)irds  arrived  in  this  interesting  stage. 

HA15  :  New  (luinea.  A  brief  allusion  to  this  species  will 

be  found  in  an  article  by  Mr.  W.  Goodfellow  (wh(»  imported  this 

species,  first  for  Mrs.  Johnstone,  and  afterwards  for  Mr.  Brook), 

"  Some  Fui-tiier  Notes  on  the  Hlack-winged  Lory,"  in  Bird  Notes, 
Vol,  viii,  ante  i)age  207. 

Arrival  in  Great  PjRITAin  :  Mr.  Brook  informs  me 

tliat  in  r.XiT  Mi'.  Goodfellow  collected  and  brought  home  some  of 
this  si)ecies  for  Mrs.  Johnstone,  and  in  1908  others  for  Mr  Brook. 
The  latter  gentleman  has  four  true  pairs,  all  mated. 

Their  Demeanour  in  Captivity  :  I  had  better  first 

quote  i\Ir.  Brook's  short  notes  and  then  make  a  few  deductions 
and  comparisons  therefrom. 

"  Tiieir  deportment  is  much  the  same  as  the  Red-collared 
"  Lnrriki.M't  (  Trir/iixj/nssiis  nihrHnffjiirs),  full  of  life  and  fun." 
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"'riu'ii-  voit'c  is  not  (li,siif^iv<';il)le.  it  is  siu-ill.  I)iit  not  pierc- 
"  mn.  Oiu'  01'  two  of  the  cocks  inaki'  a  noise  just  like  the  bleating 
"  of  a  lanil)  ;  tliis  may  be  acquired,  but  I  think  it  is  natural." 

"  The  birds  proceed  by  jumps  or  bounds,  whether  on  the 
"  ground  or  on  horizontal  perch." 

■'  I  find  tli('S(^  ))irds  as  hardy  as  most  other  Lories." 

"  Tliey  ai'c  an  accommodating  siJccies,  as  several  pairs  will 
"live  together  in  the  same  aviary,  where  they  make  a  gi-and 
"  show." 

Diet  :  "I  have  already  said  on  more  than  oni;  occasion 
how  I  feed  my  Lories,  ami  have  nothing  to  add  thereto."  Viile 
Bird  Notes,  Vols,  vii  viii. 

Nevertheless,  I  think  for  the  benefit  of  new  readers,,  I  had 

better  quote  same  :  Mr.  Brook's  method  is  very  simple — sweetened 

milk  and  barley-water  made  into  sop  with  "  B.C."  Food  and 
his  extensive  and  rare  series  of  Lories  and  Lorikeets  liave  thriven 
thereon. 

Oexbral  Remarks  :  From  Mr.  Brook's  remarks  as  to  the 
similarity  of  the  demeanour  of  this  species  to  the  Red-collared 
Lorikeet,  it  is  not  difficult  to  draw  a  mental  picture  of  these  glori- 

ous birds  disporting  themselves  in  the  Hoddom  Castle  Aviaries  : 

especially  as  a  pair  of  Red-collars  have  occupied  one  of  my  aviaries 
for  the  past  two  or  more  years.  First  then,  if  the  comparison  is 
to  be  complete,  they  are  ridiculously  tame,  simply  crawling  over 

you,  whenever  you  are  in  their  enclosure  :  the  vivacity  and  act- 
ivity of  the  Red-collars  is  almost  ceaseless,  very  active  on  the  wing 

and  "  larking  "  about  with  each  othei-  the  live-long  day.  The  Red- 
collar  is  a  species  to  feast  the  eyes  upon,  on  a  bright  summer's  day, 
what,  then  must  a  group  of  Stellas  be  ?  Then  again,  they  are  most 

grotesque  on  the  ground  and  large  In-anches,  proceeding  as  they  do 
by  hops  and  bounds,  have  no  idea  whatever  of  running  or  walking 

and  their  method  of  jirogression  is  very  ludicrous  to  those  oljserv- 

ing  it  for  the  first  time.  Howevei',  there  is  (me  point  upon  which 

Stellas  dift'er  materially  from  the  Red-collars  (at  least  the  compari- 
son only  applies  as  to  deportment),  viz.,  the  long  flexible  central 

tail-feathers  (over  ten  inches),  these  are  quite  flexible  and  sway 
at  the  will  of  the  breeze  ;  yet  while  closely  observing  the  speci- 

men, exhibited  by  Mr.  Millsum  at  the  Crystal  Palace  show,  it 
appeared  to  me  that  the  bird  hail  some  control  over  these  flexil)le 

feathers  ;  as  the  bird  certainly  ditl  curl  the  feathers  up  in  a  verti- 
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cal  direction,  ami  also  outwardly  in  lateral  curves  ;  it  would  be 
interestinji  to  know  to  what  extent  this  is  carried  on,  i.e.,  is  it 
merely  u  casual  i)ractice  or  a  regular  habit  ? 

I  certainly  hope  Mr.  W.  Goodfellow  will  later  supplement 
these  notes,  with  some  details  of  their  demeanour  and  characteris- 

tics in  their  native  wilds. 

In  conclusion  :  I  had  better  quote  the  description  of  the 
other  two  species  of  this  genus,  so  that  if  any  individuals  leak 
through,  meml)ers  may  be  able  to  recognise  them. 

C.  iKipiif PAPOUAN  LORY. 

"  Aiii'i.  i'  ]\Ialf,  :  Cariniiie  ;  back  and  wings,  dark  green  ;  vertex  with 
"  a  blue  cross  band  and  another  behind;  a  black  band  also  on  the  nape; 
"  rump,  red  on  the  sides,  blue  along  the  middle  ;  the  long  u])per  tail  coverts 
"  green  ;  sides  of  the  breast  and  flanks,  yellow  ;  middle  of  tlie  abdomen  and 
"  thighs  black  ;  under  wing  coverts,  red  ;  quills  l^lack  underneath  ;  middle 
"  tail-feathers,  dark  green,  yellowish-red  towards  the  ti]) ;  lateral  tail-feathers, 
"yellow  at  tlie  ti]),  red  at  the  base  of  the  inner  web,  and  green  at  the  outer 
"edge;  bill,  orange-red;  feet,  orange;  iris,  yellow.  Hab.  X.W.  Xew 
Guinea."    (B.M.C.,  Vol.  xx). 

C.  J'lsep/iiinr. 
Adi' i/r  Mafj;  :  Carmine;  t)ack  and  wings,  green;  on  the  occiput  a 

"  large  spot  dark  i)uri>le-blue.  becoming  black  lower  down  ;  a  spot  on  the 
"middle  of  the  ujiper  tail-covtrts.  dull  blue;  middle  of  the  abdomen  and 
"  thighs,  purple-black  ;  above  t  lie  thighs  some  yellow  streaks;  tail-feathers 
"  red.  with  the  tip  yellow,  the  lateral  ones  more  or  less  dull  green  in  the 
"middle;  bill,  red;  feet  iris,  orange.  Hab.  X.W.  New  Guinea."  (B.M.C. 
Vol.  xx). 

Turtle  X  Barbary  Hybrid  Doves. 

By  T.  H.  Newman,  F.Z.S.,  M.IS.O.U. 

In  Bird  Xofrs,  for  November,  T.H)9,  there  is  a  letter  from 
the  Rev.  J.  M.  Paterson,  recording  the  fact  of  the  fertility  of  a 

Turtle  and  Rarbary  hybrid,  and  our  Editor  asked  me  to  supply  a 
few  notes  on  this  subject.  I  regret  that  aljsence  from  home  has 

prevented  me  looking  up  my  noti'S  before  now. 
1  have  had  in  all  six  specimens  of  this  particular  cross, 

tliou'^li  1  did  not  brei'd  any  of  them  myself,  I  believe  they  were 
all  bred  from  male  common  Turtle  doves  (  TnrI iir  /ifr/ its), und  Bar- 

li  n'y-ilove  bens  (  7'  risorius)  and  were  the  produce  of  tiii'ei'  different 
piirs  of  birds. 

I  |)rocui'e(l  my  lirst  bird  in  March,  I'.IOl,  it  was  a  cock,  and 
m;it(!d  the  following  June  to  a  Barbary  hen.   Five  young  were 
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hatched  from  tlii-ee  nests,  thnu,yh  only  two  became  adult,  a  cock 
and  a  hen.  I  afterwards  reared  younK  from  this  younf,'  cock  bird, 
and  his  descendants  have  hatched  youny,  I  believe  every  year  since. 

The  youuf,'  hen  was  mated  for  some  years  but  never  even  laid  an 
efJK,  beiuK  one  of  the  few  examples  of  perfect  1)arrenness  that  I 
have  met  with  anions  hybrid  doves. 

Ill  January  11K)4,  I  liot  two  more  Turtle  X  Rarbary  hy- 
brids. One  developed  an  over-.urown  l)ill  ami  was  never  mated. 

The  other  i)aired,  in  July,  I'JO,'),  with  a  \  Necklace  X  :|  Barbary 
female.  They  were  toj^ether  for  nearly  a  year,sixteen  ej^^ys  were  laiil 
but  none  were  fertile.  I  sei)arated  them  LSth  June,  1  !•()(»,  and  a 
week  later  the  cock  mated  to  a  hen  Turtle  X  Barliary  with  whom 
he  has  been  ever  since.  Innunieralile  ey^s  have  been  laid,  lint  none 

have  ever  shown  any  si^Mis  of  l)einy  fertile.  This  pair  make  most  ex- 
cellent foster  parents,  they  have  reared  such  different  birds  as 

Domestic  Piyeon,  Brush  Bronze-winy,  Deceptive  Doves  and 
Aurita  Doves. 

The  last  three  Turtle  X  Barbary  hybrids  reached  me  in  Sep- 

tember, lOO,'),  they  consisted  of  (me  male  and  two  females.  They 
were  not  such  fine  liirds  nor  so  distinctly  marked  as  the  two  I  ol)- 
tained  in  r.Hl4.  A  pair  of  these  birds  mated  together  in  Feliruary, 

I'.HXi,  they  remained  mated  for  about  fourteen  UKmths,  many  egj^s 
were  laid,  but  none  were  fertile.  I  then  gave  the  hen  away  and  she 
was  mated  to  a  Barbary  cock,  again  no  eggs  were  fertile.  In  March, 

1907,  the  cock  hybrid  mated  with  a  rather  small  Half-collared 
Turtle  hen  {7\  sciiiito/rjKft/ its).  In  the  first  nest  one  egg  was  fertile 

l)ut  did  not  hatch,  then  followed  eight  eggs  ( f'oio-  ;/r,s/'.s)  all  unfertile, 
ami  in  August  two  more  eggs  were  laid,  one  being  again  unfertile, 
but  the  other  hatched  and  was  reareil.  It  has  proved  to  be  a  hen,  in 
colour  she  is  very  light  1)eing  much  more  of  the  colour  of  a  Bar- 
l)ary  Dove  than  her  father,  liut  she  greatly  resembles  a  Half-collared 
Dove  in  shape.  There  is  a  distinct  ashy  shade  on  the  crown  and  the 
eye  is  surrouiided  with  some  dull  red  skin  :  she  has  mated  to  a  De- 

ceptive X  Barliary  hybrid  cock,  and  hiys  rather  small  very  round 

eggs,  (luite  unlikeeither  those  of  tlie  lialf-coUared  or  Bai-liary  Dove, 
I  have  none  of  the  Common  Turth'dier  only  other  ancestor)  by  me 
for  comparison.  I  have  not  kept  a  record  of  the  numl)er  of 

eggs  she  has  laid,  liut  last  summer  this  pair  hatched  a  young  one, 
a  truly  remarkal)le  hybrid  :  it  was  not  however  reared. 

In  l'.)O.S,  the  Turtle  X  Barbary  male  and  his  Half-collared 
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mate  reared  a  jiair  of  younfj'  ones  from  the  same  nest,  a  cock  and 
hen  ;  tli(>  formei"  is  a  very  dark  liird  and  at  first  sight  looks  almost 
exactly  like  a  small  Half-collared  Dove  ;  the  latter  is  jnst  like  her 
elder  sister.  These  two  birds  have  not  yet  been  mated,  but  I  think 
this  second  hen  has  also  laid. 

The  second  hen,  Turtle  X  Barbary  received  in  1 '.•(("),  was 
mated  during  the  first  half  of  I'.tOt),  to  a  hybrid  Pigeon  X  Har))ary 
cock,  natui'ally  no  result  followed,  except  unfertile  eggs  ;  at  this 
time  this  ])air  of  l)ii-ds  used  often  to  have  entire  lil)erty  and  always 
returniMl  to  a  small  aviary  where  tlii'V  lived.  I  was  obliged  to  dis- 

continue this,  however,  on  account  of  cats.  Tliis  is  the  hen  which 
is  mentioned  above  as  now  l)eing  mated  to  a  cock  of  the  suuie  cross 

received  in  l'.)04. 

From  the  above  experiments  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  while  the  male  Turtle  X  Barbary  hybrid  is  a  perfectly  fertile 

l)ird,  lieing  very  little,  if  any,  inferior  in  this  respect  to  a  ])urebred 

bird,  the  female  on  the  other  hand,  through  a  i)i'olific  layer  of  long 
eggs,  does  not  appear  capable  of  producing  fertile  ones. 

This  particular  cross  is  of  common  ()ccurrence,  ))eing  often 
produced  when  an  odd  Turtle  Dove  is  kept  among  Barl)ary  Doves, 

I  even  recently  saw  (me  in  Algiers,  and  in  "  Bi-itish  Birds"  for 
November,  l'.M)7,  we  read  of  a  wild  bird  hen  having  been  shot  at 

Stanway,  near  Colchestei-,  in  May,  l',)()7,  while  in  eom|)any  with  an 
ordinary  wild  Turtle  Dove  to  whom  it  was  presunial)ly  mated. 

Foreign  Birds. 

By  Wesley  T.  Page,  F.Z.S.,  etc. 

I  have  yielded  to  the  solicitation  of  a  numl)er  of  members 
to  C(mimence  a  series,  which  must  be  a  lengthy  one,  dealing  with 

Foreign  Bird  Keeping  and  descril)ing  the  various  genei'a  and 
species  in  their  resjiective  groups.  As  a  sort  of  opening  chapter  I 
puri)ose  dealing  with  a  few  of  the  i)hases  under  which  Foreign 
Birds  are  kept.  These  suggest  themselves  to  me  somewhat  as  follows: 

1.  The  keeping  foi'  Kxhilution  puri)oses. 
2.  The  keeping  of  species  hitherto  not  l)red  in  captivity,  for 

the  purpose  of  breeding,  discarding  each  species  after 
success,  for  others  still  unbred. 
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;•).  Tlu'  k(  epiiiji  of  species  for  hreediiiM  purposes  generally, 
;is  distinct  from  first  records,  to  confirm  the  lial)its  and 

life  histories  of  the  respective  species,  on  the  basis  of 

several  recoi'ds. 
4.  'i'lie  domestication  of  Foreign  species — (tliims/,  as  i/rl,  i/n- 

hrolicii  (/found. 

").  Tlie  keeping  and  breeding  of  birds  in  cages  and  aviaries, 
in  living-rooms  and  specially  constructed  bird-rooms. 

The  altove  might  be  materially  increased,  but  will,  I  think,  suffice 

for  our  i)uri)ose  ;  merely  noting  in  passing  that  each  section 
should  be  equally  tolerant  of  the  other,  and  that,  however  much 
we  may  l)e  o1)sessetl  with  our  own  particular  phase  of  Foreign 

Bird-keeping,  that  of  the  other  sections  are  equally  deserving  of 
consideration — yet,  at  the  same  time,  we  must  each  be  enthusiastic 
in  our  own  section  if  we  are  to  attain  success,  for  the  set  backs 
are  so  numerous,  that  only  the  enthusiast  survives.  Again  if  each 

l)hase  be  narrowed  to  its  ))ase,  it  is  perhaps  rather  sur])rising  to 
find  tliere  is  a  connnon  foundation  to  all. 

I.  The  kerptx(;  op  Birds  for  Kxhibttion  :  Here  there  is 

])lenty  of  scojjt^  for  skill  and  jxitience  ;  each  indivitlual  must  l)e 
separately  studied  and  its  requirements  ascertained,  that  it  maybe 
stagetl  in  a  perfect  and  flawless  condition.  Another  feature  is  that 

a  continual  spirit  of  alei'tness  is  necessary,  in  order  to  snap  up  the 
uncommon,  specially  beautiful,  and  rare,  as  opportunity  occurs. 
Every  faculty  of  tlie  true  lover  of  birds  is  called  into  play,  and  the 

bird-loving  pul)lic  at  large  ai-e  indel)ted  to  the  exhibiting  section 
more  than  is  generally  admitted,  for  a  sight  of  many  rare  and 
beautiful  exf)tic  species  for  the  first  time.  I  venture  to  say  that 
more  skill  is  required  to  keep  birds  fit  in  cages,  than  untler  the 

comparative  freedom  of  aviary  life.  That  a  large  measure  of  suc- 
cess has  been  obtained,  has  Ix'en  abundantly  demonstrated  of  late 

years,  by  the  excellence  of  the  exhibits  of  the  Foreign  Section  at 
the  various  exhibitions  ;  while  the  instances  of  extreme  longevity 
are  quite  as  numerous  among  the  birds  of  this  section,  as  among 
those  kept  in  outdoor  aviaries. 

II.  The  keeping  of  Species  hitherto  not  Bred  in 
Captivity  in  Gt.  Britain  :  Here  we  have  aviculture  under 

quite  a  different  aspect,  the  same  alertness  is  requiretl  for  tlie 

acquirement  of  new  species,  but  skill  is  turned  into  quite  a  diff- 
erent channel.    To  breed  some  species,  it  is  necessary  to  construct 
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a  special  aviary,  not  necessarily  a  laruc  one,  in  icseniljlc  as  near  as 

possible,  a  little  bit  of  their  native  liaiiiits — instance  Mr.  Tesche- 

niaker's  success  with  the  Giant  Whydah  {('/irni  'j)ro<'no)  last  season  : 
yet  that  there  is  no  need,  for  those  nnal)le  to  do  this,  to  give  up  in 

despair  is  amply  proved  by  Mrs.  Annin.uson  l)reedin,L!  almost  con- 
cnrrently  both  the  Red-collared  Whydah  ( Pciil liclria  (irdciix)  and 
the  Pin-tailed  Whydah  {Vidua  princi))alii>),  in  an  ordinary  aviary, 
containing  a  varied  and  numerous  series  of  birds,  the  only  natural 
growth  of  which  consisted  of  a  few  evergreen  shrubs  in  tubs. 

The  oliservant  eye  will  iiotice  many  of  the  l)irds'  diiliculties  and 
will  seek  to  circumvent  them,  and  many  a  {^i-eat  triumph  will 
come  the  way  of  the  aviarist,  who  is  only  able  to  sive  his  birds 
quite  ordinary  accommodation.  Whatever  the  accommodation 

we  are  able  to  fjive,  all  should  seek  to  gather  coi-rect  data  and  to 
observe  carefully  as  far  as  may  be  possible,  all  the  following  facts, 

viz.  : — 
Tile  colour  of  eyys  ami  number  of  clutcli  (at  the  same  time  I 

would  not  risk  the  loss  of  said  clutch  to  obtain  this). 

Period  of  Incubation. 

Method  of  feeding  youn.u,  witli  tlieir  dietai'y. 

Aye  at  which  the  fledj>lin.ys  leave  the  nest. 

Nestling  i)lumaii'e. 
Age  and  manner  l)y  which  adult  plumage  is  attained. 

A  book  should  be  kept  of  such  records,  it  is  unmjc  to  rely  <»i 

iiieiiiory  alonr. 
III.  The  keeping  of  species  for  (iENbral  Breeding 

Purposes  :  This  grouj)  will  in-obably  form  the  largest  number 
of  aviculturists,  ami  certainly  not  one  of  the  least  important.  The 
surroumling  circumstances  are  much  the  same  as  the  i)rece(ling 

section,  much  the  same  data  should  be  sought  afti-r,  and  very 
careful  records  kept,  not  merely  once,  i.e.,  the  initial  instance,  but 
over  a  numl)er  of  years,  so  that  the  initial  facts  may  ))e  confirmed 

or  modified  according  to  the  knowledge  gained, — herein  lies  the 

importance  of  this  sections'  work,  which  shall  elevate  it  from  the 
mere  hobby  or  craze  to  an  actual  cult. 

IV.  The  Domestication  of  Foreign  Species  :  Practically 

nothing  has  been  done  as  yet  in  this  direction,  yet  it  should  prove 

of  great  interest ;  very  probably  at  no  lengthy  time  new  varieties 
would  appear  ;  however,  at  this  stage,  I  do  not  care  to  enlarge  to 
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any  ureat  extent  iipnii  tln^se  stM'tiitiis  merely  tn  indicate  tlieir  pur- 
port. It  slioiiltl  alsci  iiiraii  the  plaeiny  us  lieyoiul  the  iiei'd  of 

outside  supply  lor  liu'  species  so  treaieil.  The  necessaries  would 
he  two  or  three  aviai-ies.  each  contaiuiiiH,  say,  a  pair  of  several 
si)ecies  (each  aviary  to  contain  the  same  to  secure  unrelated  stock) 

and  to  yive  them  as  natural  conditions  as  possi))le  for  the  repro- 
duction of  their  kind.  Those  with  a  lar^e  series  of  aviaries  might 

certainly  do  worse  than  devote  one  or  two  aviaries  to  such  a 

purpose.  Such  aviaries  should  at  any  rate  pay  their  own  way  and 
provide  much  interest.  Practically  the  only  species  with  which 

anything  has  been  done  in  this  respect  is  the  Budgerigar  {Melu^)- 
sittacus  undulatwi). 

V.  The  Keeping  and  Breeding  of  Birds  in  Cages  : 

This  is  somewhat  akin  to  Section  I.,  yet  there  is  a  difference,  for 

the  point  of  similarity  ends  with  feeding  and  treatment,  the  avi- 
culturist  here,  has  to  go  a  step  farther  than  any  of  those  in  the 

preceding  sections,  viz.,  to  surmount  the  various  difficulties,  con- 

trive cages  and  suri'oundings,  that  shall  induce  his  birds  to 
repi'oduce  tlieir  kind  under  entirely  artificial  conditions  ;  very 
little  has  been  done  in  this  country  in  this  direction,  though  much 

success  has  been  attained  on  the  Continent,  notably  in  Germany, 

in  this  aspect  of  bird-keeping.  Thei'e  have  been  one  or  two 
notable  exceptions  recently  among  our  members,  of  which  I  will 
instance  two  : — 

Mr.  H.  Robbins,  who  reared  a  brood  of  Long-tailed  Grass- 
finches  {Pocpliila  acutciauda)  in  I  believe  quite  a  small 
cage. 

Dr.  H.  Hetley,  who  successfully  reared  a  brood  of  Crimson 

Finches  {Neoc/tmia  p/iaetun)  in  a  cage  in  one  of  his  sitting 
rooms. 

If  both  these  gentlemen,  would  give  us  full  details  of  their  cages 
and  furnishings,  and  also  if  possible  a  photo  of  same,  it  would  be 
of  great  interest  and  utility. 

Many  of  our  members  have  attained  great  skill  in  the 

keeping  of  birds  in  cages,  if  some  of  these  would  send  us  accounts 

of  their  methods  and  procedure,  it  W(n;ld  contril)ute  greatly  to  the 
interest  and  practical  character  of  the  Club  Journal. 

I  have  not  been  othei'wise  than  crude  (with  intent)  in  the 
foregoing  remarks,  leaving  the  various  aspects  of  aviculture  to  be 
dealt  with  as  the  series  proceeds. 



74  Foreign  Birds. 

NrithtT  do  1  projinse  to  pause  hen',  to  deal  with  aviaries  or 

hii'di'iidiiis,  as  it  is  (|uite  uncaUed  t'oi',  the  various  (h'taihMl  accounts 

oi"  onr  nieinliei's  aviaries  and  l:)ir(U"oonis  continually  appearing', 
make  tliis  (jnite  unnecessary  ;  therefore  I  propose  to  proceed  with 

the  .urouiis  strai^dit  away  in  the  next  instalment,  commencing' 
with  the  Tanayridia?. 

[To  he  contimted.] 

The  Breeding  of  Green  Cardinals  and  other  Notes. 
{Gitbrntdtri.v  cristata.) 

By  Dr.  Maurice  Amsler. 

Green  Cardinals  :  The  Editor  has  asked  me  to  give  a 

few  notes  on  the  breeding  of  my  birds  in  the  past  season,  and  I 
therefore  hope  readers  will  excuse  somewhat  copious  details  of  the 
breeding  of  Green  Cardinals,  for  with  the  exception  of  a  few 

commoner  kinds  such  as  Zelji'a  Finches,  most  of  the  eggs  laid 
]n"0Ted  infertile. 

On  4th  May  I  turned  out,  in  an  open  Aviary,  15ft.  long 
by  9ft.  wide,  one  pair  each  of  Green  Cardinals,  Virginian  Cardinals 

and  Red- whiskered  Bulbuls.  On  May  10th,  the  Green  Cardinal 
cock  began  the  building  of  two  nests,  almost  side  by  side,  on  the 
top  of  a  brick  wall  :  one  of  them  was  then  lined  l)y  the  hen  with 
moss  and  cocoa-nut  fibre. 

A  neat  cup-shaped  nest  was  completed  in  four  days,  and  no- 
thing more  was  done  for  a  time  ;  tlie  Virginian  Cardinals  and  Bul- 

buls were  however  strictly  kept  from  the  vicinity  of  the  nest. 

On  May  29th,  and  the  two  succeeding  days  the  hen  laid  her 
clutch  of  three  eggs,  beginning  incubation  at  once  The  eggs  were 

about  the  size  of  a  Starling's,  of  a  light  blue  colour,  with  irregular 
chocolate  spots  at  the  thicker  end. 

I  never  saw  the  cock  on  the  nest,  but  at  the  same  time  he 
was  seldom  far  away  and  kejit  constant  guard,  in  fact  my  entry  into 

the  aviary  was  usually  met  with  a  reception  which  almost 
amounted  to  assault. 

As  far  as  I  could  see,  the  hen  left  the  eggs  three  or  four 

times  daily,  for  a  stretch  and  feed,  but  was  quickly  tlriven  back 
by  her  mate,  who.  iiowever,  never  attempted  to  feed  her  while  on 
the  iiest. 

On  .Iniie  lltliand  Tilli  two  of  tlic  eggs  hatched  out  (the 

third  ultimately  pi-oviiig  to  l)e  clear),  tlie  period  of  incubation  was 
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Mierefori'  Iwclvc  ilays.  From  tlu'  lirst  ilay  the  cock  t't'(l  tlic  xouiii^ 
cliicks  from  iiioriiiii.i;  to  iiiylit,  tlic  lieu  at  first  lirooilini^  tluMii.  ami 

iMisinii  herself  nj)  to  allow  her  mate  to  feed  tlie  cliicks. 
The  latter  were  at  first  of  an  orange  pink  tinue  with  hlaclc 

beaks  and  down. 

On  the  third  day  the  hen  began  to  feed  also.  Tiie  food  con- 
sisting, as  far  as  I  conld  .judge  entirely  of  insects,  i.e.,  meal- 

worms, gentles  and  their  \n\\r<ii  and  live  ants'  cocoons  :  worms 
whole  and  cut  uyi  were  carefully  avoided. 

At  seven  days  the  young  were  dark-brown  in  colour,  with 
the  wing  and  tail  (luills  showing  well  ;  on  the  12tli  day  the  feathers 
were  well  developed  and  the  black  and  yellow  parentage  was 
clearly  recognisable  in  the  chicks.  At  this  stage  the  old  birds  began 

to  feed  with  orange,  banana,  lettuce  and  Cecto  "  ;  these  foods,  un- 
like the  insects  were  regurgitated,  whereas  tlu'  latter  were  merely 

killed  l)efore  lieing  given  to  the  young. 
On  June  2t)th  (two  weeks  from  the  date  of  hatching),  l)otli 

young  birds  flopped  out  of  the  nest  and  sat  in  a  pi-ivet  bush,  where 
they  spent  the  night,  never  again  returning  to  nest.  The  next  day 
they  were  both  able  to  fly  the  length  of  the  aviary,  but  their 

course  was  a  downward  one,  a  higher  point  of  vantage  always  being 
attained,  l^y  a  process  of  climbing  and  hopping  from  twig  to  twig. 

It  was  only  after  the  young  left  the  nest  that  I  tirst  noticed 
the  parents  feed  with  seed,  chiefly  white  millet  and  hemp,  which 
was  also  regurgitated. 

My  notes  on  the  plumage  shortly  after  leaving  nest  are  : 

"  like  hen  on  back,  but  duller,  no  black  bib,  crest  very  small  and 
brown  ;  breast,  grey  and  spotted  like  hen  linnet." 

July  1st,  and  the  four  preceding  days  were  very  cold  and 
the  young  birds  spent  most  of  their  time  puffed  up,  with  their 
heads  under  their  wings  ;  a  slight  improvement  in  the  weather  soon 

put  them  I'ight  however,  and  raised  my  hopes  again. 
On  the  8th,  I  first  saw  the  young  eat  lettuce,  and  on  the 

18th,  both  could  shell  seed,  kill  and  eat  meal-worms,  and  tliey  also 
consumed  a  large  quantity  of  orange  and  banana. 

Shortly  after  this  I  went  for  my  holiday  aii<l  on  my  return 

on  August  2r)th,  !  found  both  youngsters  full  grown  and  healtliy  ; 
they  resend)le(l  the  cock,  l)ut  were  of  much  duller  hues.  Thej 
have  spent  the  whole  winter  out  of  doors,  appearing  to  feel  the  cold 

even  less  than  their  parents.     As  I  have  i-ecently  parted  with  them 
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I  fear  I  cannot  snhstantiate  the  Ijooks,  which  say  that  full  colour 

is  not  attained  for  three  years,  but  I  rather  think  these  two  par- 

ticuhn'  liirds  will  In-  as  bright  as  their  father  by  the  eml  of  the 

siininii'i'.  as  1  had  rci'ently  noticed  a  ra|)i<l  increase  of  briyht  yel- 
low on  tlic  winus. 

liotli  birds  turned  out  to  be  eocU's,  and  I  llnnk  were  a  tritie 

larger  than  cither  ol'  tlie  pai-ents. 
nieihod  ol' su|i|)lyin,L;  insei-ts  dnrini;  I  he  early  stayes  was 

to  .yive  about  "it)  meal  worms,  together  with  other  insects,  about 

ti\e  linu's  dail\'.  and  a.yain  al'ter  darlc  for  the  earl\'  nn)rninH'  feed. 
As  far  as  ( 'ardinals  are  concerneil.  I  tln'nk  Ihe  ai)ove  «oes 

to  pi'"^  'bal  mealworms  are  nol  only  a  safe,  but  a  \rvy  useful 

fooil  for  the  rearing;  ol'  yonn.u  birds. 
DiAMOXD  SparRONVS  did  not  trouble  to  build  a  nest  and 

the  en.us  therefore  l;oI  broken  ai^ainst  the  bottom  of  the  nest  box. 

.NfASKKi)  KiNcitios  on  the  othei'  haml  so  enjoyed  nest 
buildinu  that  lhe\  did  nol  sit  ions  enough  to  hatch  their  e^gn. 

Blur-1')REASTRD  Waxbtlls  l)uilt  and  sat  but  laid  no 
eyys  :  at  the  ])resent  jnoment  ]u)wever  (February  22nd)  they  are 
sittin.y  on  three  fertile  e.y.us. 

Parrot  Fixchks  built  and  laid, — eK.ys  all  clear. 
CrTTtfROATS  liad  the  same  result. 

Of  niv  other  birds  that  nested  and  laid  : — • 

SriuOPtlAX  lJULLPTXCHES  :  Laid  four  e^ys  in  a  canary 

ca.ueand  sat  steadily,  the  lieu  however  died  the  tenth  day,  I  traus- 

fei-red  the  ey'ys,  which  were  quite  cold,  to  a  CUTTHROAT,  who 
hatched  out  the  youn.y  but  did  iM)t  feed. 

My  friend  Mr.  Temple  ̂ ave  me  a  hen  Lancashire  Canary 

on  May  I'jth,  which  I  introduced  to  a  Siberian  CToldhnch  ;  on  the 
17th  and  three  succeedinj;  days  f oui'  e,«HS  were  laid  three  of  which 
were  fertile. 

The  (loldtinch  had  nevej"  seen  a  Canary  before,  which 
goes  to  pi'ove  that  a  lon.y  acquaintance  is  not  always  necessary  in 
Mule  breeding,  two  days  being  sufficient  on  this  occasion. 

GOULDIAN  FIXCHES  :  I  will  conchule  these  lines  with 

some  rather  depressing  notes  on  this  beautiful  but  disappointing 
species.  I  started  the  season  with  one  adult  hen  and  two  cocks, 

also  three  young  Knglish-bred  birds  of  19()S.  Two  of  the  latter 
turned  out  to  be  hens  and  attained  full  i)lumage  and  colour  at  the 

age  of  ID — 1  1  months,  third  |irnvei|  to  be  a  cock  of  the  red-headed 
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variety  :  lie  was  !)i'cil  tVoin  x   lilack-licadcil  pari'iits.  The 

eliaiiH'es  in  llie  cocks  appear  to  lie  iniicli  slowei'  than  llie  Ihmis,  ami 
took  fully  one  year  :  llie  violet  oT  the  breast  heiiiii  a  mere  change 

oi"  colour,  hut  the  I'cii  of  the  head  ami  face  lieiim  atlaiue  1  by  tlic 

growth  ol' n umei'ons  (luills.  These  bii'ds  were  all  in  peri'eel  health 
the  whole  summer,  but  did  not  attemi)t  to  build  as  newly  iiui)orted 

birds  so  readily  ilo.  Finally  inSejit eud)er  1 1 ransl'eri'cd  them  to  an 
indoor  l)ird-room,  where  Iliad  the  misfortune  to  lose  all  three  hens 
from  b^K  binding  in  one  week  ;  just  as  I  was  hopiuy  to  breed  some 
more  youny.  Aly  oi)iniou  of  these  birds  is  that  hens  are  rather 

sluggish  and  liable  to  ̂ et  too  fat,  unless  «iven  a  larye  aviary  30 — 
40  feet  louH. 

The  cocks  are  of  the  same  disposition,  ])ut,  as  they  have  not 

the  same  ti'oubles  to  contend  with  as  the  hens,  are  (piite  easy  to 
keep  in  health. 

I  have  bought  some  of  ]\Ir.  Wallace's  recent  importation  and 
hope  this  yeai-,  with  more  flyin«  room,  to  have  better  luck. 

Eton,  F('l)rii((ry  22,  1910. 

The  Birds  of  Gambia. 

By  E.  HopKiNSON,  D.S.O.,  M.A.,  M.B. 

(_Ci)/it  ill  lied  from  p.  52.) 
HIRUNDINIDAE. 

Swallows  arc  common  here  all  the  year  rouiul,  thou<,'li  tluar  luuiihi  i  s 
mxist  he  coiisidei'ahly  aii<imeuted  in  the  winter  by  the  arrival  of  the  Conunoii 
Swallows  and  other  Eurojiean  species.  Their  native  names,  which  they 
share  with  the  Swifts,  are  NANA  (Mandingo)  and  MBELAR  (Joloff ). 

CheJiilnii  iirhin,.    HOUSE  MARTIN. 
Hiiiii/f.    Euro})e  and  Asia  :  Africa  in  winter  ( ILL.) 
I  had  often  seen  these  birds,  but  had  never  recognised  them  as  House 

Martins  till  I  picked  u])  one  dead  in  the  Upper  River  District  in  January 
b.H)7  luid  then  was  able  to  identify  it  by  its  feathered  tai-si  and  toes. 

Cotlh'  nparki.    SAND  MARTIN. 
Htiiii/e.    Europe.  Asia,  America  ;  Africa  in  winter  f  ILL.) 
C.rhicta.    RANDEI)  SAND  MARTIN. 
Rdiir/e.    Tropical  Africa  (ILL.) 
Sand  Martins  are  not  UTicommon  in  the  (rambia  all  the  year  round,  but 

I  think  that  ('.  rlnrtu  is  the  commoner  of  the  two  here  even  in  the  winter. 
They  are  distinguished  by  the  presence  or  ab.sence  of  a  small  tuft  of  feathers 
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(Ill  tilt'  larsiis,— pri'seiit  in  ri jin  r  'ui ,  ;il)suiit  in  <-iiii-l<t.  One,  shot  in  December 
1 !)()(')  out  of  a  number  hawking  -iboiit  a  small  \  alley  near  Burreng,  possessed 
these  tut'ts  and  was  therefore  ('.  r/imr/d,  but  most  of  those  one  sees  jirobably 
belong  to  the  other  species. 

Of  the  true  Swallows  f ////v/z/rA/y  seven  species  from  the  ranges  given 

in  tliu  Hand  List  should  occur  in  the  Gambia  ;  T  know  live  dift'ereiu  kinds  at 
least,  though  I  am  not  iiuite  certain  that  I  can  fit  all  of  them  into  their 
jiroper  i)laces. 

Ifn-Hwlu  i  H.'^i;,;,.    (COMMON  SWALLOW. 

/x'liiii/c.  Eurojie  and  Asia;  Africa  in  Winter.  (//.Lj.  Certainly  a 
legnlar  visitor  to  the  Gambia.  In  April,  1907,  I  have  a  note  "that  a  good 
many  Swallows  with  red  throats,  obviously  laiger  than  the  common  Red- 
throated  Swallow  here  f  //.  hiciila),  are  jiassing  Bathurst,  all  moving  north  ; 

these  must  be  English  Swallows."  I  have  seen  the  same  birds  on  other 
occasions  in  the  Gambia,  and  on  nearly  every  voyage  out,  at  the  end  of 
October,  we  get  a  good  many  common  Swallows  on  board  all  the  way  down 
the  African  coast. 

//.  lHvi<]a. 

/I'd/ii/f.    Senegambia.  (ILL.) 
This  is  the  sjiecies  commonly  know  as  "the  Singing  Swallow  "  in 

Bathurst,  a  name  which  it  cpiite  deserves  for  the  sweet  notes  of  its  softly 
wai'bled  song.  It  is  everywhere  plentiful  and  resident  all  the  year  round 
with  us  :  it  Ineeds  from  about  May  onwards,  making  mud  nests  in  the 
the  verandahs  of  the  Ijathurst  himses,  while  uji-country  it  builds  under  the 
eaves  of  or  inside  the  native  huts  under  their  grass  roofs,  and  also  on  the 
steep  sides  of  the  ironstone  ridges  and  occasionally  in  deserted  white-ant 
hills.  The  nests  have  generally  a  few  feathers,  etc.,  mixed  with  the  mud, 
and  one  in  my  verandah  was  mainly  made  up  of  pieces  of  crumpled  brown 
pa])er  mixed  with  mud,  with  the  result  that  a  most  serviceable  structure 
(maxinnim  strength  at  the  cost  of  the  minimum  of  mud-carrying)  was 
oblainc<l. 

It  is  a  smaller  bird  than  //.  nixtica  (G  instead  of  7  inches  long),  but  its 
jilumage  is  almost  exactly  like  that  of  that  species — a  rich  blue-l;lack  above 
and  white  below  with  rufous  throat  and  forehead.  The  bill  and  feet  are 
black,  the  irides  sepia. 

//.  aelliid/i/i'ii. 
N(ui!/fi.  North-east  and  East  Africa ;  West  Africa,  the  Niger  to 

Senegamliia.    ( ILL.) 
Still  smaller  than  11.  hic/da,  from  which  species  it  differs  in  having  a 

white  (or  in  the  young,  a  pale  fawn)  instead  of  a  rufous  throat  and  a  black 
collar  interrupted  in  the  centre. 

//.  JeitroHOind . 
HdiKje.    Senegambia  to  Gaboon.    ( LL.L.) 
Another  small  Swallow  about  the  same  size  as  the  last ;  it  is  entirely 

blue  above  without  any  rufous  forehead. 
A  small  Swallow  without  any  rufous  on  the  Ijreast  or  throat  is  very 

common  up  the  river  at  all  seasons,  and  seems  to  breed  nearly  all  the  year 
round,  as  I  have  a  note  to  the  effect  tliat  "  the  white-breasted  Swallows  were 
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nestiiii?  ill  the  houses  at  Kuiitiiiij;  in  Dewmbur,  lit()5.  and  that  they  were 

flockiiisj  ill  their  thousands  on  the  pahu-trees  on  the  24th  of  the  same  month." 
Altlionijli  I  have  never  had  one  in  my  hand  to  examine,  by  a  process  of 
exchisioii  T  conclude  that  the  bird  my  note  refers  to  is  cither  aetfiiopicn  or 
leiicdKdiita  ;  whichever  it  is,  it  is  very  ainiiidant,  and  well  known  here. 

//.  niflaiiiicr/xsa. 
HuiHIf.  North-east  Africa  ;  Interior  of  Senegainhia.  ( ILL.)  This 

and  the  next  two  species  are  distinguished  by  their  rufous  rumps  from  the 
first  four  species  of  nirumh)  on  my  list,  in  all  of  which  the  rump  is  blue- 
black.  //.  iDplanorrixm,  which  differs  from  the  others  in  having  a  streaked 
under  surface,  T  have  never  seen  in  the  Gambia. 

//.  iieneualemiff.  SP^NEGAL  SWALLOW. 
Kai/i/p.  Senegambia  to  Congo.  North-east  and  Equatorial  Africa 

(ILL.) 
This  is  the  largest  of  our  (Jambian  .Swallows.  JJuring  half  the  year 

they  are  as  plentiful  as  any  in  the  Protectorate,  but  1  have  never  seen  them 
m  Bathurst  or  indeed  anywhere  near  the  coast-line.  They  arrive  about 
April  or  ]\Iay  and  begin  to  breed  almost  at  once,  making  nests  inside  the 
native  huts,  using  both  inhabited  and  deserted  ones,  and  not  confining  them- 

selves to  the  former,  as  do  most  of  our  other  Swallows.  Every  year  their 

arrival  is  (juite  a  noticeable  event,  as  the}'  reach  us  in  large  flocks,  and  at 
first,  at  any  rate,  always  roost  in  company  on  the  tops  of  dead  or  leafless 
trees  :  one  day  there  are  only  the  ordinary  number  of  our  resident  Swallows 
about  a  place,  the  next  the  air  is  thick  with  the  visitors,  which  are  easily 
distinguished  by  their  larger  size  (9  inches),  chestnut  bellies,  long  wings  and 
deeply  forked  tails. 

//.  t/oriloiii 
liaiiijc    Senegambia  to  Angola.    ( ILL.) 
Like  >ii'iiei/alfi>ixis  but  much  smaller  and  with  a  rufous  instead  of  a 

a  white  throat.  I  noted  in  December.  1906,  a  white-breasted  red-rumjied 
bird,  smaller  than  the  Senegal  Swallow  as  being  <iuite  common  at  Riu-reng 
and  elsewhere,  which  I  think  was  this  species  :  if  so  it  must  be  a  resident 
here. 

PxtillihipnKjiir  (ihstciiru. 
Haiii/e.    West  Africa,  Gold  Coast  to  Portuguese  Gambia.    ( H.L.) 
This  Rough-winged  Swallow  I  have  never  to  my  knowledge  met  with. 

It  is  black  glossed  with  green  above  and  dull  black  below,  and  has  very  long 
wings  finely  serrated  on  the  outer  margins  and  a  deeply  forked  tail. 

CYPSELIDAE. 

Ci/pxrhu  a.pN.-<.    COMMON  SWIFT. 
RaiKjc    Europe  ;  Africa  in  winter  (H.L.) 
In  January  1907,  I  saw  a  number  of  black  Swifts  at  Sunkunda,  one  of 

our  most  easterly  towns,  which  I  feel  sure  were  common  Swifts,  but  I  do  not 

rcmembei'  having  seen  any  elsewhere  or  on  any  other  occasion.  Our  most 
abundant  Swift  is  the  mouse-coloured  bird,  which  I  take  to  be  the  next 
species. 

C  affitiin. 
Kaiige.    Tropical  Africa  ;  India.    ( ILL.) 
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'I'liis  is  ;i  ilistiiK'lly  siiiallfi'  liii'il  tliaii  tin-  iMiroiiraii  Swil't.  ami  has  an 
aliuiisi  s(|iiare  tail  instcail  tlic  ilcc|i  t'lirk  cil'  llic  ialfer.  Tlie  geiiei'al  folour 
is  iiiousL'-ltrowii.  with  a  greoiiisli  gloss  on  tlie  back  and  chest  in  adult  liiids, 
and  white  cliiii.  rump,  and  thighs.  They  make  large  untidy  nests  of  grass, 
feathers,  etc.,  lichl  together  by  mud  and  saliva,  which  are  fixed  singly,  or 
l)erhai)s  more  conunoiily  two  or  three  together,  to  the  rafters  which  support 
the  floors  of  the  verandahs  of  our  houses.  They  are  extremely  plentiful  in 
Bathurst,  and  to  a  less  extent  up  country  also,  and  when  nesting  are  hy  no 

means  desirable  partners  in  one's  house,  on  account  of  the  noise  they  make 
and  the  annoying  way  they  have  of  waking  up  when  the  lamps  are  lighted 

and  dashing  wildlj*  about  the  room,  eventually  to  fall  exhausted  into  one's 
bath  or  other  inconvenient  ])lace. 

TachuniiH  parr,,.    PALM  SWIFT. 
HaiKje.    North-east  Africa  ;  Sudan  ( II. L.) 
A  dull  mouse  colour  above  and  below  with  a  slight  greenish  gloss  on 

the  wings  and  tail  ;  the  latter  very  deejily  forked.  A  few  are  generally  to  be 
seen  at  McCarthy  Island,  where  they  roost  and  nest  in  the  numerous  Rhun- 
Palms. 

Errata  :  Page  49,  MUSICAPTDAE  should  read  MUSCICAPIDAE, 
Page  49,  last  line  but  one  Helidtd  should  read  Hijliota. 

The  Bare-eyed  Cockatoo 

{Gacat {/yninoijis). 

By  Wesley  T.  Page,  F.Z.S. 

I  have  hatl  many  requests  for  articles  on  Parrots  and  Cock- 
atoos, and  as  such  do  not  seem  easy  to  procure,  I  am  recalling?  a 

few  personal  recollections,  compiling  notes,  and  quoting  from 

personal  acquaintance  with  friends'  l)irds  to  fill  the  gap. 
Description  :  The  general  colour  of  the  plumage  is 

white  ;  forehead  and  lores,  sufl'used  with  red  ;  most  of  the 
feathers  of  head,  nape  and  abdomen,  are  suffused  with  rosy-red  at 
the  base  ;  the  quills  and  inner  webs  of  tail  feathers,  pale  yellow  ; 
under  side  of  tail  lightly  tinted  with  yellow  ;  the  naked  skin 

round  the  eye,  anil  a  iiatch  below  same,  blue-grey  ;  beak,  whitish  ; 

legs  and  feet,  bluish  :  ii'ides,  dark-brown.  Total  leiigtli,  about  15 
inches,  of  which  the  tail  measures  The  sexes,  and  also  the 

young,  differ  but  little  from  each  other,  though  the  latter  are  much 
smaller  till  adult. 

Hab.  :  South,  North,  an<l  North  West  Australia  ;  where  it 

is  mostly  found  al)out  swampy  ground,  and  is  shy  and  somewhat 

difficult  to  apin-oach,  as  also  are  many  of  its  congeners.  Tlieir 
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food  mostly  consists  of  seeds,  uniiii,  uiithc  Iti-cad  (a  species  of 
fundus)  and  small  tuberous  and  bulbous  i'(hiIs. 

Appearance  and  Attractive  Qualities  :  This 

strikes  one  as  distinctly  odd  at  first,  owin^  to  the  extent  and 
shape  of  the  bare  skin  round  anil  below  the  eyes  ;   it  has  however 

a  very  clear  and  beautiful  dark-brown  eye,  and  when  clean  and  in 
f>ood  feather  is  a  handsome  bird  indeed. 

I  have  handled  quite  a  numlier  (for  so  uncommon  a  species) 
of  this  species  and  always  found  them  most  confiding,  engaging, 
and  droll  birds  ;  always  ready  to  have  the  poll  scratched  or  to 
come  out  of  their  cage  for  a  game  of  romps  ;  I  have  never  been 

bitten  by  one  yet,  though  of  coui'se  one  always  approaches  a 
strange  Parrot  or  Cockatoo  with  care,  but  after  the  first  few 

minutes  have  always  been  able  to  handle  them  with  impunity. 
They  recognise  kindness  an<[  |)etting  more  than  any  sjiecies  of 
Cockatoo  I  know,  and  usually  rei)ay  it  with  a  very  abandon  of 
confidence. 

The  following  notes  I  am  taking  from  a  paper  by  Frau 

Oberin  Kanzler  in  the  "  Die  Gefiederte  Welt,"  Feb.  17,  1910,  as  it 
records  a  recent  experience  with  the  species  : 

"  when  he  arrived  the  naked  skin  round  tlie  eye  struck  me  at  first 
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"  very  uniilcasautl.y.  One  knows  at  once  why  he  is  called  the  Bare-eyed 
"  Cockatoo.  The  wonderful  clear  dark  eye  soon  makes  one  forget  its  odd 
"  surrounding,  and  when  he  held  out  his  head  to  my  bent  finger  to  be 
"  scratched,  and,  surveyed  my  face  with  his  clever,  expressive  eyes — he 
"  quite  captured  my  heai  t  by  storm." 

"He  had  been  confined  in  a  cage  until  he  canie  to  me,  but  I  always 
"  like  to  give  as  much  liberty  as  i)ossible.  He  is  called  Tessi.  After  a 
"few  days  I  opened  the  door  of  his  cage  and  after  a  very  quizzical  look 
"  round,  he  very  prettily  swung  himself  out  and  up  on  the  top  of  his  cage. 
"  What  a  picture  he  made  as  he  stood  there  with  fia])ping  and  outstretched 
"wings.  Soon  he  showed  his  joy  and  sounded  his  powerful  cry  again  and 
"  again  as  he  winged  his  way  round  the  room.  Ho  was  easilj-  enticed  back 
"  again  by  a  tit-hit,  but  now  he  returns  voluntarily  or  at  command  when 
"  his  period  of  liberty  is  up.  On  account  of  the  furniture  Tessie  needs  to 
"  be  kei)t  under  observation,  tame  as  he  is,  most  of  it  bears  his  mark.  In 
"  an  evil  moment  I  permitted  myself  to  be  persuaded  into  cutting  his 
"  wing.  Alas,  his  beauty  was  disfigured,  his  vivacity  and  confidence  marred, 
"  and  he  sat  for  days  with  a  true  Hamlet  face.  Fortunately  the  moult 
"  soon  set  in  and  we  both  rejoiced  when  he  was  perfect  once  more.  Un- 
"  fortunately  many  of  my  other  parrots  are  afraid  of  him,  and  he  plays 
"  upon  their  fears,  giving  them  many  a  scare,  though  he  has  never  harmed 
"  them,  but  I  had  to  remove  two  of  them  ;  witli  another  "  Jacko  "  and  a 
"  small  Yellow-crested  Cockatoo  he  is  great  friends  and  they  have  many  a 
"  romp  together." 

"He  is  charming  company  when  I  am  resting,  clambering  about  my 
"  person,  turning  somersaults  on  my  knees,  plaj  ing  with  my  fingers,  pulls 
"the  pin  out  of  my  cap  and  flies  away  with  it,  and  is  a  very  droll 
"  companion." 

As  the  greater  part  of  my  notes  and  recollections  bear  a  strong 
family  likeness  to  the  above,  I  do  not  purpose  lengthening  out 
this  paper  with  a  repetition  of  same,  merely  remarking,  that 
speaking  of  some  half  dozen  specimens,  their  demeanour  was 

similar  to  the  above  "  Tessi  "  and  that  I  have  only  come  across 
one  morose  and  treacherous  individual. 

Diet  :  A  seed  mixtuiv  of  canai'y,  white  millet,  oats,  "paddy" 
rice,  maize,  hemp  and  sunflower  seeds,  in  somewhere  near  equal 

parts  ;  this  will  form  the  staple  diet,  individuals  can  be  permitted 
to  exercise  their  taste  a  little  and  any  item  they  do  not 

appear  to  care  for  can  be  left  out  of  the  mixture,  but  not  to  the 
extent  of  reducing  the  mixture  to  practically  hemp  and  sunflower 

seeds.  Ripe  fruit  they  should  have,  and  here  again  you 
must  let  the  individual  choose  ;  plain  biscuit,  piece  of  dry  toast, 

nuts  in  variety,  and  any  green  food — such  as  lettuce,  cabbage 
stalk,  grass  and  maize  in  the  ear,  etc.,  as  it  cares  for  ;  grit,  water, 
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andcuttk'lisli  must  also  be  supplied.  A  piece  of  suf^av  cane  is 

appreciated  by  all  I'ari-ots  when  it  can  be  conveniently  procured. 
With  the  above  there  will  be  no  ditiiculty  in  keepinji  the  bird's 
menu  varied. 

T  venture  to  hope  Ml'.  H.  T.  'J'.  ('ain])S  will  kindly  sup- 
|)lenient  the  above  with  accounts  of  some  of  the  si)ecies  he  has 
kept. 

Editorial. 

Sex  distinctions  of  Gold-fronted  Green  Bulbul 

{C.  (lurif rolls)  :  Our  esteemed  member,  Mr  \V.  K.  'J'eschemaker,  has 
a  true  pair  of  this  species  J  do  not  know  of  any  published  record  of 
tlie  differences  between  the  male  and  female  plumage  ;  the  following, 
kindly  sent  by  Mr.  Tesciiemaker  in  response  to  my  enquiry,  should 
therefore  prove  of  general  interest : 

The  female  is  decidedly  smaller  than  the  male,  and  her  beak 
more  slender. 

The  golden  lorehead  is  much  paler,  and  her  upper  and  under  tail- 
coverts  are  also  paler  than  those  of  lier  mate. 

The  area  of  black  on  throat  does  not  extend  further  back  than  a 

line  dropped  perpendicularly  from  the  eye. 

Nesting  Notes:  ti  lese  promise  well.  From  an  interesting 

lettei-  just  to  hand  from  our  esteemed  member  Mr.  W.  R.  Temple,  I 
gather  the  following  notes  : 

Though  the  aviaries  are  large,  very  few  birds  are  kept  in  them, 
so  as  to  get  best  possible  results. 

One  large  aviary  contains  only  two  pairs  of  Tri-coloured  Parrot 
Finches  {Eri^tlirura  trichroa),  both  pairs  are  nesting. 

Another  aviary,  equally  large,  contains  tlu'ee  pairs  of  Painted 
Finches  {Emblema  ficta),  and  a  few  Bengalese,  which  I  keep 
as  foster  parents. 

"In  my  largest  aviary,  which  lias  an  outside  flight  3Cft.  x  24ft  x 
12ft.  high,  I  only  keep  7  pairs  of  Parrot  Finches  (Erythriira  psittacea), 
2  pairs  Ruficaudas  {Batliilda  rufimuda),  2  pairs  Orange  breasted  Wax- 

bills  {Sporncginthus  suhflariis),  2  pairs  Pintail  Nonpareils  {I'Jruthrura 

prasina),  and  three  odd  birds." 
From  a  letter  received  from  om-  esteemed  member  Dr.  M.  Ams- 

ler,  I  ascertain  that  he  has  a  pair  of  Indian  Olive  Finches  engaged  in 
the  duties  of  incubation. 
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Notes  from  the  Zoo:  Quite  an  intPiesting  group  are 
making  a  sliort  stay  here,  en  route  to  the  Antwerp  Znn. 

Gundlach's  Troltiai.  ou  Gracki-k  (Qtiiscidus  (jnmllacln).  It  is  a 
Guhan  species  and  tlie  whole  of  tlie  plnniage  is  glossy  violaepoiis-blacli, 
suffused  with  a  greenish  lustre  on  tlio  wings  and  fail  ;  the  sheen  on 

the  plumage  is  very  variable  acrording  to  the  pla\'  fif  light,  but  is  nor 
raally  as  above  ;  irides  ruddy-orange ;  tlie  bill  is  long  ami  couiral  with 
the  culmen  slighly  incurved  ;  bill,  legs,  and  feet,  1)lack  ;  total  length 
fully  12  inches,  of  which  the  tail  measures  f). 

It  is  a  very  handsome  species,  bold  upstanding,  with  a  j-eally 
Satanic  expression,  and  would  show  to  great  advantage  in  a  hirge  en- 

closure— in  form  it  reseml)les  a  huge  hangnest. 

Cdban  Trogon  {Mifioflioneus  temmivcJn) :  I  was  much  inter- 
ested in  seeing  another  specimen  of  this  fine  species,  tliongh  owing 

to  its  plu"iage  having  lieen  badly  broken  in  fnivsit,  it  possessed  not  a 
tithe  of  the  beauty  of  the  fine  specimen  exhibited  by  our  esteemed 
juember,  Mr.  C.  T.  Maxwell,  at  the  Horticultural  Hall,  and  figured  in 

colour  in  "  B.N."  Vol.  VIII.,  April  issue,  making  further  comment 
needless  here.  It  is  very  satisfactory,  however,  to  know  another 
specimen  has  been  imported. 

CunAN  Black  'Bvu.fwce  (Meloj^iiorha  nigra)  :  A  typical  bull- 
finch in  form,  smaller  than  our  native  species.  It  is  glossy  black  with 

two  broad  wing  bands— an  interesting  species  but  with  little  to  recom- 
mend it  save  rarity. 

Cuban  Red-shouldered  Starling  {Agelaeus  asstmilin):  Very 

similar  to  the  well  known  Ruddy-shouldered  Cowbird  (.4.  humeral'iK) 
or  perhajis  a  better  description  would  be  a  small  Red-winged  Blackbird 

(.■1.  'iylicvn)ceus)  —  3\\  this  group  are  ot  much  interest  in  the  aviary,  but 
rather  dull  and  wild  in  a  cage. 

Cuban  Mocking  Thrush  :  A  fine  bold  fearless  species,  plainly 
clad,  but  of  graceful  form  and  deportment;  really  a  luuidsonie  liird  ; 
the  eyes  are  large  and  very  lustrous  with  the  irides  red  The  ]ilumage 

is  grey,  lighter  on  the  uiider-surface  ;  the  wings  and  tail  are  hlack, 
with  a  few  white  liars  and  lines  to  the  rorincr  ;  tlir  llinial  is  whit(\ 

surrounded  with  a  large  patch  of  black 

Pretri's  Tanager  {HpiudiiJ'ix  jirclrii)  :  i  do  not  remember  to 
have  seen  this  species  in  the  llesli  before,  liut  it  hears  u  strong  resem- 

blance to  the  Bahaina  Tanager  [S.  zcna),  of  which  specimens  ap])eared 
at  several  shows  two  or  three  years  ago  ;  the  first  named  may  readily 
be  distinguished  from  the  latter  by  its  olive  liack.  .\(hdt  nude  :  The 
ujiper  surface  is  olive,  witii   the  nape  and  rump  deep  chestnut; 
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head  black  with  Iniig  white  superciliaries  ;  wings  })lack  with  a  band  of 
wliit(^  across  the  primaries  and  broad  margins  of  the  same  colour  to 
tlic  wing  covert*  and  secondaries,  and  a  patch  on  the  bend  of  the  wing 
chestnut;  tail,  black,  the  outer  feathers  with  a  broad  band  of  white; 

under-siirfaco  reddish  orange  ;  chin  and  broad  moustachial  stripes, 
whit(>;  throat,  yellow,  edged  with  black  on  either  side  ;  flanks,  green- 
isli  ;  ventral  region  and  under  wing-coverts,  white;  bill,  bluish  ;  legs 

and  feet,  blackish  'I'otal  length  about  inches.  Female.  Entirely 
lacks  tiie  l)right  colours  of  the  undcr-surface  of  the  male,  on  this  area 
she  IS  whitish  and  the  colours  of  the  upper  surface  almost  uniform 
dull  oliv(\ 

All  this  genus  are  handsome  and  striking  l)irds,  needing  the 

food  and  treatment  of  an  ordinary  'I'auager. 
Very  good  pairs  of  Olive  and  Cuba  Finches  were  iuchided  in 

this  series,  bnt  do  not  call  for  comment.  This  series,  after  a  moult,  will 
form  a  handsome  addition  to  the  already  line,  rare  and  extensive  series 
of  birds  in  the  Antwerp  Zoo. 

A  Welcome  Improvf.xif.nt  ix  Smau.  Wwm  House:  Here  many  bird 
lovers  will  be  glad  to  see  that  one  of  the  groups  of  cages  in  three  tiers, 
has  disappeared  and  been  replaced  by  a  really  handsome  erectior.  of 

wire  and  gla.ss  about  20  x  ~\  x  8ft.  high,  divided  into  two  .sections  with 
a  wire  netting  partition  ;  one  division  is  reserved  for  Tanagers  and  the 
other  for  Sugar  Hirds  ;  the  former  being  twice  the  si/eof  the  latter. 

The  Taxagei?  Sectiox  Tontaixed  :  Tri-coloiir,  Super!),  Black- 
cheeked,  Scailet,  Maroon,  Blue,  Trown,  Striated,  Black-headed  and 

Pretri's  Tanagers.    Also  o  Pekin  Robins  and  1  pair  of  Blue  Robins. 
Thk  Sugar  Bird  Srction  rioxTAixRD .■  Yellow-winged  (G  cocks); 

Purpled  pair),  and  Blue  Sugar  Birds  ;  also  1  pair  Brown-tailed  White- 
eyes. 

Though  the  birds  had  only  been  in  the  enclosures  two  days  at 
the  time  of  my  visit,  they  had  become  quite  at  home  and  promise  to  do 
well,  and  if  flowering  plants  are  introduced  a  little  later,  will  make  a 
grand  display.  Other  birds  noted  must  be  reserved  for  future  comment. 

The  Purple-capped  Lorikeet  f  G/<m(>p-'<iffan/.-<  porphy- 
roceplinliif<) :  This  lovely  little  species,  which  is  now  imported  for  the 
first  time,  is  called  by  Gould  in  his  liandbook  on  the  Birds  of  Aus- 

tralia, the  Porphyry-crowned  Lorikeet.  In  form  it  strongly  resembles 
the  equally  beautiful  Varied  Lorikeet,  but  is  smaller,  its  total  length 
being  but  fil  inches,  while  that  of  the  Varied  is  8  inches.  As  but 
little  is  known  of  this  charming  species  I  cannot  do  better  than  quote 

iu  extenso  Gould's  account  of  same  : 
"  This  handsome  httlc  bird  is  abundant  in  Soutli  Australia,  isequallj 
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"  numerous  u,t  Swan  liver,  and  in  all  jn'ohaliility  is  dispersed  over  the 
'  whole  of  the  intermediate  country.  It  is  the  only  true  honey-feeding 
'■  Lorikeet  1  have  seen  from  Western  Australia,  a  circumstance  which 
"caiuiot  he  accounted  for,  since  the  face  of  the  country  is  covered  with 
"trees  so  conducive  to  the  well-being  of  the  othei'  members  of  the  group." 

"Most  of  the  specimens  I  collected  were  shot  during  the  months  of 
".Tune  and  July  in  the  neighboui'hood  of  Adelaide,  and  some  of  them  in 
"  the  town  itself.  It  ap])ears  to  arrive  in  this  district  at  the  flowering 
"season  of  the  EiicKlmiti,  in  company  with  7'.  niiiirnuiliir.  (1.  anxlrnVix  and 
"  y<».sv7/((,  all  of  which  may  frequently  be  seen  on  the  same  tree  at  one 
"  time.  As  this  tribe  of  birds  depend  solely  for  its  subsistence  ujion  tlie 
"  Howers  of  the  gum-trees,  their  i)resence  in  an.y  locality  would  be  \ainly 
"  sought  for  at  any  season  when  those  trees  are  not  in  blossom." 

"  The  sexes  are  precisely  alike  in  size  and  in  the  colour  of  their 
"plumage.  Forehead,  lobes  and  ear  coverts,  yellow,  intermingled  with 
"  scarlet ;  crown  of  the  head,  deep  jjurple  ;  back  of  the  head  and  neck, 
"  yellowish  green  ;  wing-coverts  and  rump,  grass  green  ;  primaries,  blackish 
"  brown,  margined  externally  with  deep  green,  the  extreme  edge  being 
"  greenish  yellow  ;  tail,  greenish  above,  golden  beneath  ;  throat  and  under 
"  surface,  greenish  grey,  passing  into  golden  green  on  the  flanks  and  under 
"  tail-coverts  ;  bill,  black  ;  irides  in  some  dark  brown,  in  others  light  reddish 
"  brown  with  a  narrow  ring  of  orange  round  the  pupil  ;  feet,  bluish  flesh 
"  colour." 

A  few  of  tlie  ubove  have  heen  brought  over  by  Mr.  Wallace  with  a 
large  consignment  of  various  Australian  Finches  and  Pairakeets.  I 
have  not  seen  this  species,  but  unless  Gould  described  an  innnature 

l)ird  their  is  some  discrepancy  in  the  description,  for.  whereas  he  des- 

cribes the  throat  and  undersurface  as  "  greenish-grey,"  the  letters  of 
description  whicli  liave  reached  me,  describe  these  parts  as  pale  sky- 
blue.  However,  as  a  pair  of  these  birds  are  at  present  sojourning  in 

Mr  Mill.^um's  bircboom,  he  will  jirobaltly  favour  us  with  a  description 
of  liis  lovely  and  rare  acquisition. 

f'lie  most  suitable  diet  foi"  this  si)ecies  would  he  niilk-so]).  well 
sweetened  aiul  sln|i]»y,  witli  any  I'ipc  I'ruit  tlit^\'  c;iii  be  iucbu'ed  Id  take. 

The  Dartford  Warbler. 

( Mel izojili il iix  (hirtj'ordifiisis  ). 
Hy  John  Frostick. 

CHAP.  I.  —AT  LIBERTY. 

Many  nf  our  nieinl)ei's  liav(^  no  doubt  read  niy  arl icle  of  a  few 

months  l)ael\  in  "  ( 'inmry  and  ( 'aqc  i'ird  l>ile,"  entitled  "The  Haunt 

of  tlie  Oartrord  Warbler."  Mcetini;'  a  binly  I'riend  shortly  afterwards, 
he  said,  "  I  was  much  interested  in  yonr  notes  but  1  was  sorry  to  see 
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tliilt  you  indicated  the  locality  so  cleai-ly."  I  was  amused,  and  assured 
Iiini  that  1  purposely,  for  obvious  reasons,  put  the  reader  off  the  right 
track,  as  I  was  then,  and  still  remain  conscious  that  this,  one  of  the 
few  remaining  favourite  resorts  where  this  rare  and  beautiful  warbler 
is  still  to  be  found  should  be,  as  far  as  I  was  concerned,  a  secret. 

The  fact  tliat  1  mentioned  Hampshire  was  because  all  authors 

of  all  ornithological  works  give  proniiucnce  to  tliis  count}'  as  the 
stronghold  of  tliis  delightful  bird,  and  I  believe  riglitly  so. 

Howard  Saunders  says  :  "  It  is  known  to  breed  in  nearly  all  the 
southern  counties  from  Cornwall  to  Kent  incdusive,  cepeciaUji  in  llavtiJ- 
.fhire  (the  italics  are  mine),  Surrey  and  Sussex  ;  sparingly  in  the 
valley  of  the  Thames,  and  perhaps  in  some  of  the  Midland  counties  ; 

while  it  has  been  observed  in  ('aml)ridgeshire  ami  undoid)tedly  nests 
in  Suffolk  and  Norfolk. 

In  my  former  article  1  conducted  my  readers  on  a  cycle  tour 

to  the  southern  borders  of  Surrey,  and  there  left  them  while  I  pro- 
ceeded on  my  journey  and  eventually  reached  the  goal  I  had  been 

striving  after  for  twenty  years  or  more,  and  now  I  feel  like  crying  Ex- 
celsior, for  I  believe  I  am  the  oidy  Englishmen  who  can  claim  to  have 

moulted  the  Dartford  Warbler  in  captivity  since  the  days  of  Colonel 
Montague.  There  is  certainly  no  other  authentic  instance  of  anyone 
else  having  done  so,  and  this  is  one  of  the  very  few  British  birds  which 
has  never  been  exhibited. 

A  contributor  to  "  Canary  and  Cage  Bird  Life  "  has  brought 
forward  a  lot  of  evidence  (?)  with  the  intention  of  proving  my  claim  to 
be  erroneous,  but  has  shown  himself  too  apt  to  draw  conclusions 

without  sufhcient  proof.  In  his  "  Ry-the-Way  Notes"  he  says:  — 
"  But  a  word  may  be  said  about  the  well-known  Smithers,  of  Cliurt, 

 who  must  liave  taken  hundreds  of  eggs  in  his  time—  in  the 
sixties  and   seventies  of  the  last  century  I  find  it  hard  to 

believe  that  Smithers  did  not  also  take  live  birds."  This  statement  I 
ara  able  to  flatly  contradict,  Mr.  Smithers  never  possessed  a  live  bird 

in  his  life,  though  lie  j^rocured  hundreds  of  eggs  through  his  agents 
for  Mr.  Gould.  I  make  this  statement  on  the  authority  of  a  friend  of 
mine,  who  knew  Mr.  Smithers  and  is  still  in  touch  with  liis  sons.  This 

selfsame  friend  is  probably  possessed  of  a  greater  knowledge  of  this 

rare  warbler  than  any  other  man  living.  Though  of  lunuble  calling- 
he  is  a  naturalist  whom  I  feel  it  is  a  great  privilege  to  know,  one  of 

those  men  who  know  from  personal  observation,  and  not  onh-  from 
what  they  read  in  books.  To  walk  with  him  across  the  heaths  and 
commons,  over  the  fields  and  meadows,  or  tlirougli  the  woods  or  forests 
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of  his  native  county,  is  a  revelation.  In  a  letter  to  me  he  writes  :  - 

"The  Dartford  Warbler  is  one  of  the  earliest  birds  to  pair  up.  it  nests 
early  in  April,  and  again  about  the  end  of  June  or  the  early  part  of 
July,  two  nests  a  year;  this  year  (liUKS)  they  were  later  than  usual. 
I  found  three  young  ones  on  August  21st  last,  the  latest  T  have  ever 

sf^en  any.  They  feed  their  young  on  a  little  sniootli  green  caterpillar 
and  spiders  that  th?y  find  on  tlie  gorse  l)ushes,  but  what  tliey  live  on 
in  the  winter  is  a  mystery  to  me,  unless  it  is  some  sort  of  insect  life 

underneath  the  heather  or  goi-se.  They  are  very  Wren-like  in  their 
habits;  in  winter  they  pop  up  when  you  disturb  them,  and  down  in 

the  heather  again,  and  creep  away  tor  yards." 
The  breeding  season  is  the  best  time  to  see  them,  they  are  not 

shy  then.  The  cock  bird  is  especially  saucy  with  his  pretty  little  song 
and  funny  habit  of  flying  in  the  air,  spreading  out  its  long  tail — and 
they  liave  a  long  tail  considering  the  si/e  of  the  bird.  The  song  is 
not  ludike  that  of  the  Whitetliroat.  The  l)reeding  plumage  is  very 
haiulsome  ;  1  cannot  exactly  describe  the  colour,  but  I  should  call  it  a 
deep  chestnut.  I  l)elieve  they  are  very  hardy  birds.  Their  greatest 

enemy  are  the  frequent  common  fires,  which  destroy  a  great  many." 
The  Dartford  Warbler  derives  its  name  from  the  fact  that  it 

was  first  discovered  on  Bexley  Heath,  near  T)artford,  in  Kent,  by  Dr. 
Latham,  in  April,  1773,  since  then  it  has  been  found  so  near  London 
as  BlacklxNith  and  Wimbledon  Common,  needless  to  say  it  lias  long 
since  left  those  ])usy  centres,  but  is  still  in  its  favourite  localities  more 
plentiful  than  is  generally  supposed. 

Yarrell  says  .  "  On  the  J'Airopean  Continent  this  bird  does  not 
go  up  so  high  as  Germany  or  Holland  ;  it  is  found  in  France;  but  is 

most  plentiful  in  Provence,  Spain,  and  Italy."  In  describing  the 
bird,  he  says  :  "  The  beak  is  slender  and  nearly  black,  particularly 
towards  the  point  ;  the  edges  of  the  upper  mandible,  and  the  base  of 
the  lower  mandible,  reddish  yellow;  irides,  reddish;  head,  cheeks, 
neck,  back  and  ujiper  tail  coverts,  greyish  black  ;  the  wing  coverts, 
wing  and  tail  feathers,  blackish  brown,  witli  rather  lighter  coloured 
edges;  the  chin,  chestnut  brown  with  specks  of  dull  white ;  throat, 
breast  and  sides,  chestnut  brown  ;  belly,  white;  under  surface  of  the 

wings,  under  tail  coverts,  and  under  surface  of  the  tail  feathers,  slate 
grey  ;  the  tail  in  shajie,  cuneiform,  the  outer  feather  on  each  side  being 
f  of  an  inch  shorter  than  those  in  the  middle.  Whole  length  rather 
more  than  5in.,  the  tail  feathers  alone  being  nearly  lialf  the  whole 

length  of  the  bird." 
No  article  on  the  Dartford  Warbler  could  be  complete  without 

iucludiug  the  much  copied  extract  from  the  "  London  Magazine  of 
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Natural  History,"  by  Rusticus,  of  Godalming,  near  which  place  this 
bird  used  to  be  plentiful,  the  writer  says :  If  you  have  ever  watched  a 
common  Wren  you  must  have  observed  that  she  cocked  her  tail  bolt 
upright,  strained  her  little  back  at  right  angles,  and  her  throat  in  the 
same  fashion  to  make  the  most  of  her  fixgig  of  a  song,  and  kept 

jumping  and  jerking  and  frisking  about,  for  all  the  world  as  though 

she  was  worked  by  steam  ;  well  that's  the  precise  character  of  the 
Dartfoid  Warbler,  or,  as  we  call  it,  the  Furze  Wren.  When  the  leaves 
are  off  the  trees,  and  the  chill  winter  winds  have  driven  the  summer 

birds  to  the  olive-gardens  of  Spain,  or  across  the  Straits,  the  Furze 
Wren  is  in  the  height  of  his  enjoyment.  I  have  seen  them  by  dozens 
skipping  about  the  furze,  lighting  for  a  moment  upon  the  very  point 
of  the  sprigs,  and  instantly  diving  out  of  sight  again,  singing  out  their 
angry  impatient  ditty  for  ever  the  same.  Perched  on  the  outside  of  a 
good,  tall  nag,  and  riding  quietly  along  the  outside,  while  the  fox 
hounds  have  been  drawing  tlie  furze  fields,  I  have  seen  the  tops  of  the 
furze  quite  alive  with  these  birds.  They  are.  however,  very  hard  to 

shoot,  darting  down  flirectly  tliey  see  the  flsish  or  hear  the  cap  ci'ack- 
I  do  not  know  which.  I  have  seen  excellent  shots  miss  them,  while 

labbit  shooting  with  beagles.  They  prefer  those  places  where  the 

furze  is  very  thick,  high,  and  difficult  to  get  in." 
I  have  been  given  the  credit  of  being  the  first  writer  to  record 

the  fact  that  the  Dartford  Warbler  builds  its  nest  in  heather  in  Eng- 
land. All  authorities  that  I  have  consulted  state  that  the  nest  is  built 

in  the  middle  of  a  furze  bush.  Howard  Saunders  says  :  "  The  nest  in 
this  country  is  placed  among  the  branches  of  the  thickest  furze;  but 
on  the  Continent,  especially  in  the  south,  broom  and  heather  are 

selected."  The  nests  I  have  seen  were  on  the  heather,  about  a  foot 
from  the  ground,  and  about  ten  paces  from  the  nearest  furze,  which 

seems  to  be  used  as  a  play-ground.  The  nest  is  composed  of  the  long 
stalks  of  goosegrass,  entwining  them  with  the  young  and  tender 
branches  of  the  furze,  the  outside  is  ornamental  with  what  looks  like, 
at  first  sight,  little  balls  of  wool,  but  on  examination  I  discovered  they 

were  the  silvery  coloured  silken  bags  that  spiders  make  for  the  recep- 
tion of  their  eggs.  The  eggs  are  greenish-white,  with  olive  or  reddish- 

brown  markings,  and  are  very  similar  to  those  of  the  Whitethroat. 

(To  be  continued). 
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Notes  from  Far  and  Near. 

Birds  in  the  Cook  Islands. 

From  the  same  source  another  cutting  reaches  me,  also 

from  the  "  New  Zeahind  Herahl,"  and  by  the  same  author,  from 
which  I  have  compih^d  the  folloAving  notes  : — 

The  Tropic  Bird  (P/iceton  ruhricaiula)  is  not  often 
seen  on  the  mainland  of  New  Zeahmd,  but  is  a  frequent  visitor  to 

the  islands.  It  is  an  exceedingly  handsome  species,  with  pale 
satiny  plumage,  washed  on  the  breast  and  abdomen  with  rich 

salmon-red,  and  the  long  centre  tail  feathei-s  red.  This  species  is 
known  to  English  Ornithologists  as  the  Red-tailed  Tropic  Bird, 
and  to  the  natives  of  the  Cook  Islands  as  the  Tavaki.  They  are 
gregarious,  and  during  the  breeding  season  may  be  easily  caught 

on  the  nests  as  they  make  no  attempt  to  fiy  away. 

The  White  Heron  is  another  species  found  in  abundance, 
but  it  is  a  solitary  fisher  and  is  frequently  seen  stalking  along  the 
beaches  or  the  shoals  in  the  reef,  or  standing  on  a  rock  ready  to 
pounce  upon  any  fish  that  come  within  reach.  It  is  found  in 

greatest  abundance  on  Mangaia,  as  also  are  the  Blue  and  the  White- 
fronted  Herons  ;  the  Blue  is  believed  to  be  quite  rare  in  New 
Zealand.  Owing  to  indiscriminate  shooting  and  the  ravages  of 
wild  cats,  the  land  birds  are  almost  exterminated.  Some  fifty 

years  ago,  according  to  the  late  Rev.  Wyatt  Gill,  the  woods  of 
Rarotonga,  and  several  other  islands  were  vocal  with  the  songs  of 

their  feathered  denizens — iiow  these  places  are  oppressive  with 

the  silence  that  broods  over  them.  The  Mynah  has  been  intro- 
duced as  an  insect-destroyer,  but  some  of  the  residents  tleny  it 

this  quality.  Sooty  Petrels  and  Terns  are  also  found  in  abundance 
throughout  the  grou]).  W.T.P. 

The  White-Headed  Parrot.— From  a  Continental  Journal 

I  note  the  arrival  of  a  rare  Parrot,  viz.,  the  White-Headed  (Piunus 

senilis),  which  is  very  i-are  in  captivity  ;  it  is  a  native  of  Central 
America,  ranging  from  Mexico  to  Costa  Rica.  This  interesting 
specimen  has  been  added  to  the  collection  of  the  Berlin  Zoological 

Gardens,  where  it  is  on  view  in  the  new  bird  house.  The  princi- 
pal hue  of  its  plumage  is  iridescent  olive-green,  the  forehead  and 

crown  being  shining  white,  to  which  it  owes  its  popular  names. 

W.  T.  P. 
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A  Private  Consignment  of  West  Indian  Birds:  Mr.  Sutcliffe 
landed  on  Monday  (February  21st)  three  Grenada  Blackbirds  (one  cT  and 
two  ?  )  ;  they  are  handsome  birds,  about  the  size  of  our  Fieldfare,  with  a  very 
corvine  appearance  ;  the  male  is  entirely  glossy  purple-black  ;  the  female  is 
smaller  and  greyer. 

Three  black  birds,  glossy -blue,  probably  a  species  of  Cowbird.  Their 
diet  consists,  for  the  greater  part,  of  seed  ;  one  of  them  sings  quite  a  nice 
song  ;  all  three  are  males. 

A  pair  of  Hangnests,  species  unknown.  Male  :  Top  of  head,  dull 
brownish  yellow  ;  sides  of  face,  yellow  ;  lores  and  ear  coverts,  brown  ; 
throat,  bright  yellow ;  upper  surface,  black,  each  feather  of  mantle 
edged  with  greyish  V)rf)wn  ;  under  surface,  black,  the  feathers  of  the  breast 
edged  with  grey  ;  bill  and  feet,  black.  The  female  is  similar,  but  the  yellow 
of  her  head  is  paler,  and  not  so  well  defined  ;  her  entire  plumage  is  sreyer. 

Five  Blue  Tanagers  ( Taiiai/m  ep'iKcopm),  Three  Palm  Tanagers 
{Taiiayra  paliiiantni).  One  Maroon  (RhumplKjcdhiK  jaaijia).  One  pair  Black 

(^Tachyphuinia  melalfiiiciis).  One  unknown  Tanager  {C'alliste),  a  beautiful  bird, 
plumage  too  bedraggled  at  present  to  give  a  descrii)tion.  Mr.  Sutcliffe 
caught  this  bird  with  lime  and  its  plumage  has  got  much  damaged  in  the 
process. 

One  Blue-headed  Violet  Tanager  {Eiiphonia  ?)  a  very  rare  bird  in  the 
Demerara  district ;  Mr.  Sutcliffe  got  two  of  these,  both  males,  one  of  them 
caged  18  months,  in  colour  this  bird  is  richer  than  the  Violet,  and  the  whole 
of  the  crown  and  ntipe  is  shining  greenish-blue  ;  lower  back,  bright  yellow. 
It  is  a  very  beautiful  species,  and  has  a  sweet  song. 

One  Black-throated  Violet  Tanager  (Eiipho/i/a  ?),  a  j'ouiig  bird  just 
assuming  adult  plumage,  smaller  than  the  Violet,  but  will  probably  have  the 
same  style  of  colouration  when  adult ;  a  broad  black  patch  on  throat. 

Two  Violet  Tanagers  {Eu]>}iotiia  rioUiceci)  both  males.  One  unknown 
Tanager  of  typical  Eupho/iiu  build  ;  the  most  striking  feature  is  the  white 
webs  of  the  primaries  ;  plumage  dirty. 

Mr.  Sutcliffe  has  sent  over  altogether  no  less  than  seven  species  of 
Euphonia  or  their  allies,  most  of  them  are  very  probably  new  to  British 
aviculture. 

Among  the  seed-eaters  in  this  consignment  may  be  mentioned  three 
pairs  of  Hooded  iiiskins  {Chri/sornitris  cacullataj,  three  Columbian  Siskins 
(Chri/somitrisJ ,  one  S  and  two  9  .  Three  i?  and  probably  some  ?  Slaty 
grey  Finches  (Spennnphila  anlis).  Three  cf  and  probably  some  ?  Black- 
headed  Lined  Finches  {Spermophila  ocellatci).  Three  pairs  of  Grosbeaks 
— probably  Oryzohorus  tnrridus  (Ed.) — Male  :  Head,  chest,  and  whole  upper 
surface,  black  ;  under  surface,  chestnut ;  feathers  under  wings,  white  ;  a 
small  patch  of  white  on  shoulders  and  another  at  the  base  of  primaries  ;  tail, 
beak,  and  feet,  black.  Female,  brown.  One  large  Black  Grosbeak,  with  a 
huge  Hawfinch-like  beak,  and  a  white  patch  on  the  wings  ;  and  three  hensf 

R.S. 
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I  recently  saw  in  De  Vons,  an  unique,  at  least  it  was  so  to  me,  a  con- 
signment of  Sugar  Birds,  consisting  of  the  four  species  together,  viz.,  The 

Purple,  Yellow-winged,  Black-faced,  and  the  Blue.  Later,  I  saw  at  Mr. 

Hamlyns'  some  Cuba  and  Parrot  Finches.  S.M.T. 
The  well-known  dealer,  A.  E.  Jamrach,  has  recently  received  some 

interesting  species  in  pairs,  viz.,  New  Caledonian  Horned  Parrakeets,  Scaly- 
breasted  Lorikeets,  and  some  species  of  Senegal  Quail  or  Guan,  which  closely 
resemble  diminutive  Bantam  Fowls.    Also  a  Glaucous  Macaw.  W.T.P. 

t  The  foregoing  interesting  notes  came  to  haad  just  as  we  were  going 
to  press.  Further  notes  on  same  and  identification  must  remain  over  till 
next  issue. 

Post-Mortem  Reports. 

(Vide  Rules). 

Fur  repViPft  In/  pf,f<f.  a  fee  of  2s.  6il.  must  he  sent ;  this  reijiilation  iriU  nut  he 
hraheii  tinder  ani/  condition. 

Piist-Martein  Reports  ran  iird//  appear  in  ue.rt  issue  ti^hen  they  are  received 
h//  Mr.  (I'ra//  prior  to  the  31st  of  any  month. 

Mr.  (Jray  irill  he  iriUimj  to  e.ra mine  living  hi rds  {inchiding  poidtrij,  game 
aviary,  and  cage-birds),  and  give  advice  as  to  the  treatment  of  any  disease  they 
may  have,  for  a  fee  of  5s.  each  hird.  the  owner  taking  all  risks  and  paying  the 
carriage  hoth  irays. 

Ansivered  hy  Post.—The  Hon.  Lady  Harvey,  0.  Millsum  (.3),  W.  H.  Raven, 
Major  Horeburgh. 

Yellow  Budgerigar,  ?  (H.  W.  Mathias).    Cause  of  death,  pneumonia. 

Gouldlan  Finch,  <r   (Mrs.  B.  W.  Hodgkin).    Cause  of  death,  pneumonia. 
This  disease  has  killed  the  majority  of  these  birds  recently  imported. 

Two  St.  Helena  Waxbills  (John  Sherard  Reeves).    Cause  of  death,  fatty 
degeneration  of  the  liver. 

Gouldian  Finch,  ?  ,  (Dr.  J.  Easton  Scott).    Cause  of  death,  pneumonia. 

Budgerigar,     (H.  W.  Mathias).    Cause  of  death,  inflammation  of  bowels. 

Parrot  Finch  (J.  A.  W.  Meadows).    Cause  of  death,  pneumonia. 
Henky  Gray,  M.R.C  V.S. 
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The  Blue-Beaked  Weaver-Bird 

{Sperwospiza  haematinn). 
By  E.  HoPKiNSON,  D.S.O.,  M.A.,  M.B. 

This  species  is  a  handsome  West  African  Weaver,  very 

grosbeak-like  in  build,  which  if  more  commonly  imported  would 
be  a  great  addition  to  the  list  of  our  seed-eating  cage-birds. 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  plate  (to  which  this  sketchy 
article  is  a  mere  addendum),  their  chief  colours  are  crimson  and 

black,  and  as  the  artist  has  provided  such  a  life-like  presentation,* 
I  need  add  nothing  further  in  the  way  of  description,  except 
perhaps  to  point  out  the  marked  difference  between  the  sexes,  that 
is  the  entirely  black  belly  of  the  male,  the  same  part  in  the  female 
being  spotted  with  round  white  spots  on  a  black  ground. 

I  know  nothing  from  personal  experience  of  their  habits, 
as  I  have  only  seen  one  in  the  Gambia,  where  they  must  be  very 
rare,  but  in  other  places  lower  down  the  coast  they  are  much 
commoner  and  are  stated  to  haunt  fairly  thick  bush  and  to  breed 
singly  (not  in  colonies),  making  a  spherical  nest  with  an  entrance 
near  the  top. 

The  genus  contains  two  other  species,  S.  guttata  and  *S'. 
ruhricapiUa,  of  which  the  latter  however  is  only  known  from  two 
skins  of  females  in  the  British  Museum.  The  differences  between 

the  three  species  are  fully  set  forth  in  the  KEY  in  Shelley's  "  Birds 
of  Africa,"  and  this  I  have  ventured  to  quote  in  extenso,  as  with  it 
and  our  plate  anyone  who  might  obtain  a  specimen  of  the  genus 
could  easily  identify  the  species. 

Head  not  entirely  red. 

Bill  only  tipped  with  orange-red  ;  upper  tail  coverts  not  the 
same  bright  crimson  as  the  throat. 

Upper  tail-coverts  and  abdomen,  black.   ...  ̂ haematina,  <?  . 
Upper  tail-coverts,  dull  crimson  ;  abdomen,  spotted  or  barred 

with  white   =  haematina  ?  . 
*  Of  the  female. 
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Bill  with  edges  of  the  mandibles,  orange-red  :  upper  tail-coverts, 
glossy  bright  crimson  like  the  throat. 

The  two  commoner  species  have  been  known  as  at  any 

rate  possible,  though  rarely  imiiorted  cagel)irds  for  many  years,  at 

least  since  the  beginning  of  the  l'.)th  century,  as  there  are  coloured 

plates  of  both  species  in  Vieillot's  Oiseaux  Chanteurs,  which  was 
published  in  1805.  In  Reichenbach's  Singvogel  (18()1)  there  are 
also  coloured  i)lates  of  the  two  species.  At  the  Zoo  there  have 
been  a  few  specimens  at  dififerent  times,  and  as  recently  as  1906 
Mr.  Hamlyn  brought  two  examples  of  haematina  back  with  him 
on  his  return  from  one  of  his  expeditions  to  the  West  Coast  of 
Africa,  but  hitherto  they  seem  to  have  never  been  imported  except 
in  ones  and  twos,  and  then  more  or  less  accidentally.  They 

seem  to  be  birds  which  ai-e  easily  catered  for  in  captivity.  The 
bird  I  brought  home  in  July  did  well  on  canary  and  millet  seed, 
and  is  now  at  the  Zoo  in  the  Small  Bird  House,  where  she  gets 

and  enjoys  a  mealworm  or  two  daily  in  addition  to  the  ordinary 
seed  diet. 

The  Aviaries  and  Birds  at  Benham  Valence. 

By  Wesley  T.  Page,  F.Z.S.,  M.B.N.H.S. 

On  Good  Friday  last  I  was  privileged  to  visit  Newbury,  and  the 
day  proving  fine  and  sunny,  was  able  to  secure  some  photographs 
of  the  handsome  aviaries  and  rare  birds,  which  are  included  in 

Mr.  Astley's  large  and  varied  collection  ;  some  of  the  photographs 
illustrate  these  notes,  making  lengthy  description  unnecessary. 

The  aviaries  are  exceedingly  handsome  structures,  as  will 

be  seen  from  the  illustrations ;  they  are  also  well  arranged,  con- 
sisting of  a  house  and  wire  flight.  The  house  of  the  largest  aviary 

(A)  has  a  walk  right  through,  on  the  left  are  the  enclosures  open- 
ing into  the  three  outside  flights,  and  on  the  right  are  a  series  of 

well  lighted  indoor  flights.  The  houses  are  heated  by  a  system  of 
hot  water  radiators  and  much  care  and  thought  has  evidently 

been  l)estowed  on  the  well-being  and  comfort  of  their  inhabitants. 
As  I  purpose  dealing  with  the  birds  separately  and  apart  from  the 

aviaries,  it  will  suffice  to  say  here  that  all  the  occupants  were  ex- 
ceedingly fit  ;  they  have  access  to  the  outer  flights  all  through  the 

Abdomen,  black  
Abdomen  spotted  or  barred  with  white. 
Entire  head,  crimson  =  rnhricdpilla. 

=  (pittata  3  . 
=  (iidtata  ?  . 
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year,  iiml  that  this  tmitiiuuit  suits  tlieni  admirably  was  aini)ly 

demonstrated  by  the  condition  of  a  flock  of  sixteen  Bourke's 
Parrakeets,  a  fine  pair  of  Fairy  Blue  Birds  and  Metallic  Starlings 

— the  glistening  and  lovely  plumage  of  the  two  latter,  furnishing 

a  spectacle  which  simply  defies  description. 

The  aviaries  are  situated  on  high  ground  at  the  back  of  the 

house,and  are  consequently  free  from  damp,  moisture  di-aining  off 
quickly  to  the  lower  ground.  Each  flight  had  a  gravel  path  along 
the  front  and  each  side,  the  centre  being  turfed  and  planted  with 
Bamboos  and  furnished  with  a  continually  running  fountain  and 

twiggy  branches.  The  houses  or  shelters  have  concrete  floors,  and 
the  various  enclosures  were  well  furnished  with  twiggy  branches, 

logs  and  various  other  nesting  receptacles,  and  were,  in  fact,  in 

every  way  complete.  I  made  no  detailed  list  of  the  birds  in  their 

respective  aviaries  (Mr.  Astley  supplying  me  with  a  general  list  of 
the  more  notable  birds),  nearly  all  my  notes  being  mental  ;  the 
impression  I  gathered  was  that  no  single  aviary  was  devoted  to 
small  birds  or  solely  to  Parrakeets  (save  one  (C)  which  had  been 

originally  erected  for  a  pair  of  Lear's  Macaws,  but  is  at  present 
occupied  by  a  pair  of  Port  Lincolns  and  a  Pennant  (3')  Parrakeet), 
but  were  mixed  somewhat  promiscously,  though  a  process  of  sort- 
ation  in  the  several  enclosures  had  evidently  been  reached  by  the 

changing  about  of  pugnacious  individuals.  Most  of  the  indoor 
enclosures  were  occupied  by  single  pairs. 

At  the  back  of  the  Aviaries  A,  B  and  C  was  another  range 

on  still  higher  ground,  divided  up  into  several  divisions  ;  the  only 
shelter  afforded  in  these  enclosures  being  the  angle  of  the  roof, 

both  long  sides  being  open  netting,  only  the  ends  being  solid. 

In  one  division  there  was  a  lovely  Blue  Whistling  Thrush  (Myio- 
phoneus  temtnincki),  absolutely  fearless,  and  in  every  respect  the 
most  perfect  specimen  of  this  species  I  have  ever  seen. 

In  the  next  division  were  a  pair  of  Mexican  Jays  of  the 
genus  JCanthoura,  but  I  shall  not  attempt  to  define  the  species, 
till  I  have  had  an  opportunity  of  thoroughly  comparing  skins  of 

the  whole  genua.  Though  the  situation  was  somewhat  exposed — 
the  wind  having  free  play  through  the  aviary  from  front  to  back — 
the  birds  were  in  excellent  feather  and  a  perfect  blaze  of  colour, 
therefore  I  deduce  that  they  are  a  robust  species  and  should 
at  no  distant  date  be  bred  by  those  able  to  give  them  suitable 
accommodation. 
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There  was  also  a  well-fitted  up  bird-room,  well  lii-hted  and 
with  a  roomy  balcony  attached  to  the  window,  on  which  the  birds 
spend  most  of  their  time  during  genial  weather.  Here  I  noticed 

an  exquisite  Rufous-bellied  Niltava  ;  one  of  the  most  perfect  pairs 
of  Hooded  Siskins  ( C/irysoiiiitris  cHdiilldta )  I  have  ever  seen, 
and  if  fitness  counts  for  anything  at  all,  they  should  certainly 
breed  this  season  :  a  good  Cuban  Thrusli  f  Miiiiociaihi.  rtibripfs), 

and  a  Tropical  Seed  J'inch  (Ort/zi>hnrits  ttir/'idiist),  were  the  prin- 
cipal occupants.  In  the  house  and  conservatory  I  noticed  several 

rare  birds,  viz.  : 

Racquet-tailed  Parrot.  ( P/-i()Nitt(ri(s2)/atu,nis).  Un- 
fortunately the  i)hotos  taken  of  this  bird  show  too  much  move- 

ment for  reproduction,  the  exjiosures  having  to  be  somewhat 
lengthy  owing  to  being  made  under  glass,  and  in  the  early  part  of 
the  morning  before  the  sun  condescended  to  shine  ;  therefore  I  am 
compelled  to  he  content  with  figuring  a  rough  sketch  of  its  tail 

(made  on  the  spot).  This,  probably  the  only  living  specimen  in 

Europe,  is  a  very  fine  male,  perfect  save  for  a  strained  wing, 

causing  it  to  project,  thus  marring  the  symmetry  of  an  otherwise 

perfect  bird. 

Description  (  t?  )  :  Bright  grass  green,  tinged  with  yellow- 

ish on  the  under  surface  ;  band  across  the  crown,  red  ;  hind-head, 

grey  ;  the  back,  scapulars  and  upper  wing  coverts,  greenish-grey  ; 
other  coverts  and  primaries,  green  edged  with  yellow  ;  a  band  of 

bright  yellow  crosses  the  interscapular  region  ;  the  tail  is  green, 

with  the  two  central  feathers  extending  as  bare  shafts  for  ̂ ^in. 

with  their  tips  webbed  in  the  form  of  a  racquet,  the  centres  of 

which  are  blue  ;   the  lateral  feathers  have  the  ends  blue  Avhich 
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extends  upwards  for  fully  one  inch  ;  irides,  brown  :  bill,  Irad- 
colour.    Total  length  to  tip  of  central  tail  feathers,  13  inches. 

The  female  lacks  the  grey  (excepting  a  patch  on  each 

wing)  and  red  ai-eas  of  the  nr.de,  also  the  yellow  band  across  the 
inter- scapular  region  and  her  central  tail  feathers  are  fully  one 
inch  shorter  than  those  of  the  male. 

Hdhitat:  "Celebes,  Togian  Islands,  Siao,  and  Ronton" 
(B.M.C.).  Our  esteemed  member  Mr.  K.  W.  Harper  imi)ort('<l  a 
female  of  this  species  in  11)02,  and  presented  it  to  the  London 

Zoo.  Mr.  Harper  remai-ks  in  the  "  Avicultural  Magazine,"  Sept., 
1!)02  : 

"  I  fed  it  as  T  would  an  African  Grey  Parrot,  viz.,  on  canary  seed, 
"  hemp,  dari,  rice  in  the  husk,  and  millet  ;  it  was  particularly  fond  of  canary 
"  seed.  A  bit  of  Avy  biscuit,  toast,  or  crust  of  bread  was  always  relished  ;  as 
"  were  also  fruit,  such  as  banana  or  orange,  and  a  little  bit  of  lettuce  now 
"  and  then  I  must  give  the  bird  a  good  character  by  stating  that 
"  it  never  made  itself  a  nuisance  by  continually  screaming,  as  so  many  badly 
"  behaved  Parrots  do." 

Purple-breasted  Parrot  {Triclaria  cyanogader)  -. 

This  specimen  was  exhibited  at  the  Palace  Show  of  February,  I'.KW, 
and  for  some  time  it  was  the  sole  living  specimen  of  its  kind  in 

flurope,  but  quite  recently  one  has  come  into  the  possession  of  the 
Berlin  Zoo.  It  is  also  known  as  the  Violet-bellied  and  Azure- 

bellied  Parrot  ;  Purple-breasted  is  surely  a  misnomer.  Purple- 
bellied  if  not  so  euphonious  is  certainly  more  descriptive.  It  much 

resembles  an  P]clectus,  but  is  fully  one-third  smaller.  Its  range 
appears  to  be  conhned  to  S.E.  Brazil.  The  general  botiy-colouring 
is  lustrous  green,  with  a  large  i)atcli  of  violet,  suffused  with  i)ur- 
plish  in  the  centre,  on  the  ai)domen  ;  the  eyes  are  very  beautiful 

and  of  a  rutldy-brown  colour.  The  female  lacks  the  violet  ab- 
dominal patch.  It  was  in  excellent  condition  and  very  tame  but 

objected  to  being  handled. 

Short-tailed  Parrot  {Pachynus  brachyunis).  This  is 
another  great  rarity,  a  recent  acquisition,  and  in  consequence  was 

somewhat  rough  in  feather,  so  its  portrait  was  not  taken  ;  however, 

as  it  appeai-s  in  excellent  health,  this  will  soon  be  remedied  in 
such  skilled  hands.  The  sexes  are  alike.  The  body  colouring  is 

green,  paler  and  washed  with  yellowish  on  the  under-surface,  tail 
and  tail  coverts  ;  crown,  bluish-green  ;  primaries  and  greater 
coverts,  dark  green  ;  secondaries  and  medium  wing-coverts  edged 
with   yellowish-green  :    on  the  lesser  wing-coverts  is   a  dark 
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red  patch  ;  a  red  l)and  crosses  the  base  of  the  tail  feathers  :  irides, 
red.  Total  length  about  nine  inches,  of  which  the  tail  measures 

about  two  inches.  It  was  already  finger  tame  and  is  a  most  inter- 
esting species. 

Red-capped  Parrot  (Pinopsittacus  mitratus*).  Yet 
another  rarity  and  a  very  handsome  species.  It  may  be  roughly 
described  as  rich  green,  with  the  quills  and  tail  feathers  more  or 

less  blue  ;  front  of  the  head,  lores  and  a  band  below  the  eyes, 

bright  i-ed.  Total  length,  about  nine  inches,  of  which  the  tail 
measures  over  five.  The  specimen  referred  to  is  a  female  in  ex- 

cellent condition  and  very  tame.  The  female  lacks  the  red  head 

markings  of  the  male.    Hab.  "  S.E.  Brazil  and  Paraguay  "  (B.M.C.) 

Lear's  Macaws  (Anodnrhynrhus  lean).  Mr.  Astley 
possesses  a  true  pair  of  this  charming  species  ;  charming  for  the 

following  reasons  :  They  are  very  rare — They  are  very  amiable — 
They  are  not  noisy  ;  these  by  no  means  exhaust  their  good  qual- 

ities, but  space  must  be  considered.  I  have  regretted  since  that  I 
did  not  secure  their  portraits,  as  to  my  eye  they  are  more  elegant 
in  form  than  the  general  run  of  Macaws,  and  beautiful  without 

being  garish,  there  is  nothing  to  spoil  the  harmony,  though  a  study 
in  blue,  this  is  not  spoiled  even  by  the  orange  skin  round  the  eye, 
or  the  patches  of  yellow  on  each  sitle  of  the  base  of  the  lower 

mandible.  Mr.  Astley  finds  his  pair  amiable,  intelligent  and  in- 
teresting. But  little  is  known  of  their  habits  in  a  state  of 

nature  or  even  their  range,  and  the  B.M.C.  throws  no  light  on  the 
latter.  The  only  information  so  far  as  I  am  acquainted  with,  is 

that  they  are  shipped  from  Bahia,  Santos  and  Rio,  being  brought 
down  from  the  interior. 

Pigmy  Owl  {Glaucidmm  gnoma).  Of  rarities  there 

appear  to  be  no  end,  and  this  quaint  and  interesting  species,  of 
which  we  securetl  a  photo  under  great  difficultj%  and  which  is 

reproduced  herewith  :  its  diminutive  size  is  easily  appi-eciated  by 
comparison  with  the  Hyacintli  jilaced  there  for  that  purpose. 
Owing  to  the  shadow  fr  uu  the  top  of  the  cage,  the  actual  beauty 

of  the  colour  arrangement — warm  and  cold  browns,  white  and 

pale  yellowish-white — is  but  feebly  indicated.  The  bird  is  (juite  a 
recent  acquisition  and  was  not  sufficiently  steady  to  have  out  of  its 
cage.  When  the  wings  and  tail  were  spread  as  it  fluttered  against 

the  front  of  its  cage,  it  was  not  merely  handsome  but  really  beau- 

*  P.pileatiis,  B.M.C. 
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tiful.  It  ranges  from  Brit.  Columl)ia  to  Guatemala,  According 

to  the  "  Cambridge  Natural  History,"  that  though  retiring  they 
are  also  fearless,  and  capture  birds  bigger  than  themselves,  bats, 
rodents,  moths  and  large  insects  generally.  There  is  a  still  smaller 
Guatemalan  species  (6r.  eobnnonse)  which  is  five  inches  long, 
gnoma  being  just  over  six  inches  long.    A  most  interesting  bird. 

Hooded  Parrakbets  (Psephotus  cucullatus).  This 
species  is  very  similar  to  the  well  known,  but  very  uncommon. 

Golden-shouldered  Parrakeet  (P.  chrysopterygmft),  but  may 
readily  be  distinguished  therefrom  by  the  absence  of  the  yellow 

forehead,  larger  golden  wing  patches,  and  deeper  red  on  the  ven- 
t)al  region.  The  females  of  the  two  species  differ  as  follows  : 

Hooded  (P.  niciiUatuft),  crown  of  head,  dull  apple-green  ;  Golden- 
shouldered  (P.chrynupterygim)  has  the  crown  dull  brownish-chest- 

nut and  is  generally  paler  in  colour.  I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Astley 
for  pointing  out  these  distinctions.  Mr.  Astley  has  two  pairs  of 
this  species,  they  are  recent  acquisitions,  and  it  is  questionable 
whether  he  will  succeed  in  saving  them,  though  there  had  been 

an  imjn'ovement  in  their  condition  since  he  removed  them  to  a 
house  with  an  almost  tropical  temperature.  It  is  certainly  to  be 
hoped  that  not  only  will  they  be  saved,  but  also  breed  during  this 
season.    Hab.  :  New  Caledonia. 

In  the  various  aviaries  are  to  be  found  the  following,  of 
most  of  which  I  can  make  l)ut  scant  mention. 

Bourke's  Parrakeet  (Euphema  bourkii)  A  fine  flock 
of  1()  ;  they  are  free  breeders  in  these  aviaries. 

Splendid  RosELLAS  (I'ldli/cercus  splendidus ) ,  This 
species  may  well  be  described  as  a  glorified  Red  Rosella  (P. 

eximus)'\  All  the  colours  are  richer  and  purer  than  those  of  P. 
exhnus  and  the  feathers  of  the  mantle  and  upper  back  are  edged 

with  brilliant  golden-yellow  instead  of  green,  and  it  occurred  to  me 
that  a  better  name  would  be  Goklen  Rosella  and  more  in  keeping 
with  the  cognomens  of  the  other  two  species.  The  specimen  was 
in  grand  condition,  not  a  feather  out  of  place. 

Rock  Parrakeet  {Neophema  petrophila).  Very  rare — a 
species  of  much  interest  to  aviculturists  and  which  makes  one 
long  once  more,  for  the  once  common,  but  now  unheard  of  for 

many  years,  Turquoisine. 

Many-coloured   Parrakeets  (Psephotus  multicolor): 
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Called  by  Gould  in  his  liaiulhook  of  "  Birds  of  Australia,"  The 
Varied  Parrakeet. 

RoCK-Pebbler  Parrakeet  {Polytelis  melanura)  A  beau- 

tiful specimen  of  a  fji-and  species,  but  which  space  will  not  ])ermit 
me  to  linger  to  describe.  Also  known  as  the  Black- tailed  Parra- 

keet (Gould). 

PiLEATBD  or  Red-capped  Parrakeet  (Porphip'oeephalus 
cpuriiis).    A  l)eautiful  species,  which  is  still   very  uncommon, 

though  a  few  jiairs  were  inij^oi'ted  by  Messrs.  Payne  and  Wallace 
about  two  years  ago.    Four  young  were  i-eared  of  this  species  last 
season  in  these  aviaries,  and  also,  almost  concurrently,  by  our 
esteemed  member  Mr.  W.  Fasey.     It  will  he  of  great  interest  if 
either  of  these  gentlemen  can  keep  track  of  the  young,  so  as  to 
ascertain,  not  only  at  what  age  they  assume  full  adult  i)lumage, 
but  also  the  age  at  which  they  commence  to  breed. 

I  must  pause  here,  as  I  expect  my  review  of  this  interesting  collection 
of  birds  will  run  into  two  further  instalments  at  least  there  are  also  a  num- 

ber of  interostinff  photos  yet  to  be  figured. 

(To  he  continued.) 

My  Aviary  and  Its  Inmates. 

By  William  H.  Browning  (New  York), 
Member  of  the  New  York  Zoological  Society. 

In  England  the  keeping  of  foreign  birds  in  aviaries  has  long 
been  practised,  as  one  can  judge  from  the  membershii)  of  the 
Avicultural  Societies  of  that  country. 

In  America  the  private  aviary  is  rapidly  becoming  popular, 
and  with  reason,  for  it  is  a  hobby  out  of  which  those  who  are 
naturally  fond  of  birds  can  get  a  lot  of  genuine  i)leasure. 

Most  people  are  fond  of  the  singing  of  birds,  and  a  well- 
selected  aviary  is  a  musical  song  box.  Some  atlmire  birds  for 
their  plumage,  while  others  make  the  experiment  from  a  scientific 
interest  in  the  biveding  and  rearing  of  rare  foreign  species.  In  a 

well-constructed  aviary  the  birds  are  |)erfectly  happy. 
My  aviary,  on  my  estate  at  Rye,  New  York,  close  to  the 

waters  of  the  Sound,  is  about  fifty  feet  long  l)y  twelve  in  width. 
It  is  built  of  wood  somewhat  in  old  Dutch  style.  It  faces  south 
and  the  north  side  is  placed  as  close  as  we  could  get  it  to  some 

large  Elm  trees  which  overshadow  the  roof,  so  that  when  the  sun 
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is  hi^'h  in  summer  it  is  not  too  hot  inside.  The  south  side  is  glass 

for  about  seven  feet  from  the  ground,  so  that  a  sun  parlour  is 

available  in  winter. 

Inside  the  house  is  a  passage  way  about  four  feet  witle 

which  runs  straight  through  from  end  to  end.  From  this  the 

flights— and  there  are  ten  of  them— are  divided  off  by  ordinary  § 

wire.  The  flights  resemble  stalls,  each  being  5  ft.  x  8  ft.  x  12  ft. 

high.  They  are  dividetl  with  wood  up  to  a  height  of  about  seven 

feet,  and  from  there  to  the  roof  the  f  wire  is  used.  The  wood  is 

set  in  a  slot  like  the  door  of  a  coal  bin,  so  that  two  flights  can  be 

easily  made  into  one  if  it  should  be  found  desirable. 

I  used  1  wire  so  that  mice  cannot  get  through  it  and  they 

can  through  ̂ -inch  wire.  In  each  flight  there  is  a  door.  It  is  pur- 

posely made  low — about  \t,  feet  in  height — and  at  the  side  of  the 
door  is  a  box  jutting  out  about  eight  inches  into  the  passage  way. 
It  is  2  ft.  ()  in.  high  by  4  ft.  G  in.  long,  divided  by  a  l)oard  in  the 

middle,  so  that  the  same  box  runs  from  one  flight  to  the  one  ad- 
joining. The  cover  is  hinged  and  divided  in  two,  and  by  raising 

these  covers  the  food  can  be  placed  in  the  flights  without  opening 
the  doors. 

I  have  found  this  arrangement  very  satisfactory.  If  I  had 
it  to  do  over  again  the  only  improvement  I  could  suggest  would 
be  to  make  a  metal  tray,  like  the  tray  of  a  bird  cage,  at  the  l)ottom 
of  each  box. 

There  is  a  one-inch  water-pipe  running  lengthwise  through 
the  middle  of  the  flights,  and  in  the  centre  of  each  flight  is  a  tee 

from  which  a  one-half-inch  pipe  comes  up  through  the  floor  to  a 
height  of  about  four  inches.  The  toj)  of  this  short  half-inch  con- 

nection is  threaded,  and  after  it  had  l)een  slit  with  a  hack  saw,  I 

screwed  on  each  one  an  ordinary  half-inch  cap.  I  found  that  I 
could  adjust  the  flow  of  water  by  the  distance  I  screwed  the  cap 
down,  and  that  the  spray  was  forced  directlj  downward. 

Another  hole  was  made  through  the  floor,  close  to  the  inlet, 

and  a  one-inch  coupling  set  flush  with  the  Ijottom  of  the  basin. 
In  this  a  short  piece  of  pii)e  al)out  two  and  a  half  inches  long  is 

screwed  loosely.  If  it  is  removed  all  the  water  washes  away,  and 
if  left  in  it  will  not  rise  above  its  level. 

My  basins  are  made  of  concrete.  I  had  a  plumber  make 

two  galvanized  iron  hoops  for  a  mould — the  larger  about  1  foot  8 
inches  in  diameter  by  5  inches  high,  and  the  smaller  1  foot  G 
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inches  in  diameter  by  4  inches  wide.  By  setting  the  smaller  in- 

side the  larger,  and  raising  the  inside  one,  one  inch  from  the  floor, 
it  is  easy  to  see  how  each  basin  was  made. 

The  cost  of  the  twenty  basins — for  there  are  ten  in  the 

outside  flights  besides  the  ten  inside — was  about  twenty  dollars. 
On  the  outside  I  used  brass  pipe  and  a  l)rass  cap  for  the 

short  connection,  and  there  is  no  waste,  the  water  overflowing  on 
the  sand. 

One  10  X  10  pane  in  the  lower  sash,  wliich  raises  outward 

and  hooks  back,  is  used  as  a  door.  This  gives  access  to  the  out- 
door flights  which  are  in  dimensions  5  x  <S  ft.  by  the  height  of  the 

roof,  which  is  hipped  with  about  2  ft.  overhang,  giving  a  little 
shelter  up  close  to  the  house.  The  rest  outside  is  a  wooden 
frame  covered  with  |  wire.  The  house  is  ceiled  inside  and 
painted  white  with  cold  water  paint.  The  basins  are  enamelled 
white.  The  outside  wire  is  painted  black  and  the  frame  black. 

The  roof  is  shingled  and  stained  black.  From  the  eaves  down- 
wards white  boards  are  placed  upright  with  round  moulding  over 

the  seams  for  a  distance  of  about  5  ft.  from  the  ground,  where  a 
white  round  moulding  runs  around  three  sides  of  the  house,  and 

below  this  are  old-fashioned  long  split  shiiigles. 

The  house  is  heated  by  four  ;5-incli  water  pipes  running 
low  against  the  north  wall  and  so  arranged  that  they  can  be  used 
in  pairs  or  not,  as  necessary. 

I  planned  the  interior  and  let  the  architect,  Mr.  Oscar 
Blummer,  frame  around  it  as  artistically  as  he  could.  The  cost  of 

the  house  was  al)out  nine  hundred  dollars.  If  I  had  it  to  re-build, 
the  only  improvements  I  would  make  would  be  to  ceil  it  inside 
with  hardwood  and  use  wire  glass  and  metal  sash  on  the  windows 

as  the  destructive  bills  of  some  of  the  cockatoos  keep  me  busy 

patching  it  up. 
I  do  not  like  a  concrete  house  for  birds.  It  might  do  in 

some  places  but  it  is  too  damp  with  us  close  to  the  water.  It 
would  be  all  right  in  the  winter,  when  the  heat  is  on,  but  in  the 

spring  and  fall  the  birds  would  suff'er.  We  keep  the  place  com- 
paratively cool.  In  the  winter  the  temperature  ranges  from  50  to 

GO,  and  even  if  it  gets  below  that  it  never  seems  to  inconvenience 
the  birds. 

In  winter  I  could  not  take  a  newly  purchased  bird  which 

had  probably  been  kept  in  a  much  warmer  temperature,  and  turn 
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him  nut  suddenly  in  so  cool  a  place,  but  birds  that  have  been 
acclimatized  are  all  the  better  for  the  low  temperature. 

The  most  essential  thing  for  the  birds  is  fresh  air,  and  I 
allow  them  the  outdoor  flights  from  about  the  10th  of  May  to  the 
last  of  October. 

I  feed  the  seed-eating  birds  on  canary  seed,  hemp  and  sun- 
flower and  more  or  less  dried  wheaten  bread,  which  I  purchase 

by  the  quantity  for  chickens  at  1.75  dol.  per  100  lbs.  They  also 
have  green  food  from  the  garden.  The  insect  eaters  are  fed  on 

ordinary  mocking-bird  food,  Alirahani's  preserved  yoke  of  egg, 
which  I  am  obliged  to  import,  and  minced  raw  meat.  I  presume 
the  total  feed  bill  would  average  close  to  10  dols.  per  month. 

My  gardener  looks  after  the  aviary  and  I  have  no  regular 
keeper.  My  principal  losses  have  been  due  to  placing  the  wrong 

kinds  of  birds  togethei-,  resulting  in  their  killing  each  other,  par- 
ticularly at  breeding  time  ;  and  to  ever-eating  and  consequent 

fatty  degeneration  ;  while  a  few  are  occasionally  lost  from  injuries 

caused  l)y  sti-iking  their  heads  when  frightened,  particularly  at 
night.  On  the  whole,  however,  the  losses  are  no  greater  than 
with  chickens  or  any  other  domestic  fowls. 

Now,  as  regards  the  inmates,  in  the  first  flight  there  are,  at 

present,  three  Cockateels  (these  nest  readily  in  confinement),  a 

pair  of  Crimson- winged  and  a  female  Red-rump  Parrakeet,  besides 
three  Green  Love-birds.  In  the  second  :  Dominican  Cardinals. 

Java  Sparrows  and  a  few  Canaries.  In  the  third  :  a  pair  of  Lead- 
beater  Cockatoos.  In  the  fourth  :  Zebra  Finches,  Mannikins, 
Weaver  Birds  and  a  lot  of  other  small  Finches.  The  Zebra  Finches 

have  bred  so  abundantly  that  tliey  outnumber  the  others  three  to 
one. 

In  the  fifth  :  Budgerigars,  or  Australian  Grass  Parrakeets, 
of  which  I  have  bred  a  large  number.  For  breeding  places  I  first 

used  cocoanut  husks,  imported  from  E.  W.  Harper,  Wolverhamp- 
ton, England,  and  latterly  have  been  using  the  No.  B  logs  made 

by  Mr.  Herman  Scheid,  Buren  i.,  Westfalen,  Germany,  which  can 
be  imported  for  about  .oOc.  apiece. 

In  the  sixtli  flight  there  are  a  pair  of  Blue  Mountain  Lories, 
two  Green  Cardinals,  an  Indian  Shama,  and  a  lot  of  other  small 

birds.  The  Blue  Mountain  Lories  are  spiteful  with  other  pai'rots 
but  they  do  not  seem  to  pay  much  attention  to  the  smaller  birds. 

In  the  seventh  :  A  pair  of  Rosellas  and  a  male  Ring-neck 
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Parrakeet.  I  liatl  two  pairs  of  Rosellas,  but  this  spriuf--  one  of  the 
cocks  killed  the  other  pair,  and  although  the  surviving  hen  laid 
eggs  she  did  not  hatch  them. 

In  the  eighth  :  A  i)air  of  Mynahs,  a  Malabar  Mynah,  a 

Green  Barliet,  a  i)air  of  Starlings,  a  Rose-coloured  Pastor,  another 
Shama,  a  Mexican  Solitaire  (a  very  fine  singer  by  the  way)  and 
an  Indian  Drongo.  The  last  is  supposed  to  be  a  very  delicate 
bird,  l)ut  he  has  now  been  in  good  health  for  over  a  year. 

In  the  ninth  :  A  Red-vented  Parrot  and  a  male  New  Guinea 

Green  Kclectus.  The  New  Guinea  Eclectus  is  a  stupid  1)ir(I,  but  I 
I)urchased  him  with  the  intention  of  procuring  a  mate  which  up 
to  the  present  I  have  been  unable  to  do. 

In  the  tenth  :  A  pair  of  Pennants  and  a  female  Slaty-headed 
Parrakeet.    I  lost  the  male  through  what  was  apparently  sunstroke. 

In  conclusion  let  me  say  again  that  any  one  who  is  fond  of 

birds  will  find  the  keeping  of  a  private  aviary  such  as  I  have  des- 
cribed, a  fascinating  and  inexpensive  hobby,  and  that  I  shall  be 

pleased  to  give  any  further  advice  I  can  on  this  subject  to  anyone 
desiring  it. 

This  article  has  already  appeared  in  the  "  New  York  Zoological  Society 
Bulletin  "  and  has  kindly  been  sent  to  me  by  its  author  for  publication  in 
'■  Bird  Notes,"  in  response  to  my  request  for  notes  on  American  aviculture —Ed. 

A  Holiday  in  the  West  Indies, 

By  a.  Sutclifpb. 

On  Oct.  2;5rd,  IDOD,  I  sailed  from  Liverpool  to  New  York, 
en  route  to  Jamaica.  I  had  intended  visiting  the  New  York  Zoo, 
but  owing  to  a  rough  passage,  the  Mauretania  did  not  get  in  until 

Thursday  morning,  and  my  steamer  down  to  Jamaica  left  on  Sat- 
urday morning,  so  I  was  unable  to  see  New  York,  as  well  as  the 

Zoo,  the  latter  being  situated  some  distance  from  my  Hotel.  I 
reached  Kingston  on  November  the  4th,  where  I  met  my  friend, 
who  conveyed  me  to  the  Constant  Spring  Hotel,  a  beautiful  Hotel 
situated  at  the  foot  of  the  Blue  Mountains,  with  a  pretty  garden 

surrounding  it  ;  it  was  now  supposed  to  be  the  dry  season,  we  how- 

ever caught  the  remains  of  a  cyclone,  the  day  after  I  ai-rived,  and 

had  a  week's  rain,  120  inches  fell  in  the  seven  days,  and  the  dam- 
age done  to  roads  and  property  was  very  great.  .  Kingston  is  a 
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stragKlinK  place,  and  is  now  heing  rapidly  rebuilt  jn-incipally  of 
ferro-concrete,  wiiich  is  supposed  to  withstand  earthquake  shocks. 

One  of  the  peculiarites  of  Kinj^ston  is  the  number  of  goats  and 

ducks  kept  by  the  peasants  ;  these  wander  about  the  streets  and 

pick  up  a  living  the  Ijest  way  possible,  feeding  on  orange,  and 

banana  peel,  and  on  one  occasion,  I  saw  one  devouring  a  sheet  of 

newspayer  (probably  it  was  interested  in  the  elections.) 

The  first  birtls  to  attract  attention  are  the  Tui'key  Buzzards 
or  Turkey  Vultures  {Cat/wrles  aura)  whicli  are  known  locally  as 
John  Crows  ;  they  are  repulsive  looking  creatures,  and  roam  the 

streets  like  l)arn-door  fowls  :  their  total  length  is  two-and-a-half 

feet,  six  feet  front  tip  to  tip  of  wings;  beak  two-and-a-half  inches 
long  ;  the  upper  mandilnle  liooked  at  the  point,  and  the  nostril  a 
wide  slit  pieced  through  ;  eyes  dark  and  bright,  the  head  and  neck 
is  covered  with  reddish  wrinkled  skin,  l)eset  with  short  dark  hairs, 

the  fore  part  bare  to  the  breast  bone  ;  lower  part  of  body  sooty 
brown  ;  back  black  ;  tail  about  a  foot  long  and  rounded;  the  whole 

plumage  is  glossed  with  green-bronze  and  purple  reflections.  Mr. 
John  Crow  is  not  at  all  bashful,  I  have  seen  half  a  dozen  walking 

about  the  streets  at  St.  Andrews  quite  unconcerned,  and  have  ap- 
proached within  six  feet  of  them.  I  got  a  very  fine  snapshot  of  one 

on  a  wooden  shanty,  sunning  himself,  with  wings  outstretched, 
which  I  should  like  to  have  had  reproduced  here,  but  regret  to  say 

that  my  case  of  skins,  insects,  photos,  notes,  nests,  etc.,  was  miss- 
ing when  I  landed  at  Southampton  ;  I  am  of  the  opinion  it  was 

put  off  at  Barl)adoes  in  error,  and  I  hope  to  recover  it  shortly,  but 
if  this  case  is  lost  these  notes  will  suffer.  I  can,  of  course,  remember 

many  incidents,  but  the  names  of  the  trees  and  plants,  also  of 
different  fruits  and  seeds,  I  found  the  birds  feeding  upon,  cannot 

be  given  :  this  is  to  be  regretted,  as  I  had  hoi)e(l  to  give  some  in- 
formation which  might  prove  of  practical  use  to  our  members. 

The  Turkey  Vulture  is  strictly  protected,  as  in  fact  are  all 
the  birds,  except  the  Pigeons,  and  as  the  penalty  is  a  fine  of  £5  for 
every  bird  killed,  it  is  a  risky  thing  to  go  bird  shooting  or  catching. 

Constant  Spring  Hotel  is  situated  about  oh  miles  inland  from 
Kingston,  and  one  morning  a  fowl  was  being  killed  in  the  kitchen 
of  this  Hotel,  and  I  witnessed  two  Vultures  swoop  round  the  back 
of  the  Hotel  and  approach  the  lattice  work  which  surrounds  the 

kitchen  yard  ;  they  must  have  been  attracted  by  the  cries  of  the 

fowl.    Much  contention  has  arisen  between  naturalists,  with  re- 
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spect  to  the  olfactory  powei-s  of  this  Inrd  ;  in  Waterton's  Kssays 
we  learn  that  their  food  is  carrion,  in  search  of  which  they  ai'e  al- 

ways soaring  in  the  air  ;  they  liave  a  wonderful  sense  of  smell 

(says  Catesby),  no  sooner  is  there  a  dead  beast  than  they  approach 

from  all  quai'ters.  Gosse,  in  "  Birds  of  Jamaica,"  gives  instances 
of  this  Vultui'e's  power  of  discovering  putrid  matter,  also  of  their 
attacking  a  wounded  animal.  In  Darwen's  Journal  we  read  it  is  a 
solitary  bird  and  at  most  goes  in  pairs. 

I  have  seen  them  soaring  high  in  the  air,  on  outstretched 
pinions,  wheeling  about  with  graceful  undulating  movements,  and 
one  can  watch  them  for  several  minutes  without  noticing  a  single 
stroke  of  the  wing  ;  their  power  of  flight  is  very  great,  I  tried  to 

catch  one  in  the  street  early  one  morning,  it  allowed  me  to  ap- 
])roach  within  four  feet,  but  when  I  attempted  to  seize  it,  I  found 
it  too  quick  for  me.  When  rising  they  run  along  the  ground  with 

wings  partly  extended  for  some  distance. 

After  making  various  enquiries  respecting  the  birds  of 

Jamaica,  I  was  introduced  to  our  esteemed  member  Mr  MacKenzie 
to  whom  I  am  greatly  indebted  for  many  of  the  birds  I  sent  home. 
Mr.  MacKenzie  is  a  great  lover  of  birds,  and  has  an  aviary  entirely 
devoted  to  Doves  and  Pigeons,  where  he  frequently  breeds  the 

Bald-pate,  Violet,  and  several  other  Doves  ;  he  also  has  another 
aviary  under  his  verandah.  In  one  portion  he  keeps  Budgerigars 

and  other  Paraquets,  in  the  other  portion  Red-billed  and  Mada- 
gascar Weavers,  Bishops,  Cutthroats,  Zebra  Finches  and  various 

African  Waxbills,  etc.,  and  in  cages  he  keeps  an  English  Goldfinch, 

Mocking  Bird,  and  Canaries,  etc. 
There  are  a  great  many  Doves  in  this  Island,  the  commonest 

being  the  White- wings  {Turtur  leucopteras)  Bald-pate  or  White 
crowned  Pigeon  {Columha  leucocephalci)  the  Pea  Dove  (Zenaida 

Pigeon),  of  all  these  I  secured  several  pairs,  thanks  to  the  kindness 
and  energy  of  Mr.  Wareham,  of  Kingston.  I  only  secured  one 
Ring-tailed  Pigeon  (ColiDiiha  carribbea)  a  2  ;  they  are  very 
scarce  and  difficult  to  catch. 

Most  of  the  common  Doves  can  be  seen  daily,  feeding  on  a 

kind  of  small  bean  which  grows  on  a  bush  and  which  I  can  only 
describe  as  a  sort  of  wild  Pea ;  these  bushes  are  very  numerous,  in 

some  places  there  are  scores  of  acres  of  them.  The  Passerine 
Ground  Dove  simply  swarms  all  over  the  Island  ;  they  are  pretty 

little  birds.    When  passing  along  the  roads,  one  can  put  them  up 
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by  scores.  They  fly  very  fast  and  straight,  but  not  to  a  great  distance, 
and  soon  alight  again,  either  on  a  tree,  or  the  ground. 

I  engaged  some  nigger  boys  to  catch  me  some  birds.  They 
did  bring  me  some,  but  when  I  learned  that  directly  they  catch  a 

l)ird,  whicii  they  do  not  kill,  they  pull  out  the  wing  and  tail 
feathers,  and  break  their  legs  to  prevent  escape  (they  brought  many 
to  me  in  this  state),  I  at  once  stopped  them  catching  on  my 
behalf. 

The  most  beautiful  Dove  is  the  Mountain  Witch  {Geotrygon 
syluaticn.)  It  is  a  ground  Dove,  and  after  enquiries,  I  found  it  to 

be  almost  extinct,  owing  to  the  ravages  of  the  Mongoose.  An  ex- 
pedition was  dispatched  to  the  Hills  in  search  of  this  Dove,  but 

without  a  single  capture. 
However  they  were  lucky  enough  to  secure  some  Partridge 

Doves  {Getrygon  montana)  which  are  also  in  danger  of  extinction, 
the  hens  are  especially  difficult  to  obtain.  I  secured  four  true  pairs, 
all  of  which  landed  safely  home,  and  are  doing  very  well.  Mr. 
MacKenzie  informs  me  he  had  only  been  able  to  obtain  five  hens 

in  as  many  years  ;  they  are  pretty  birds.  Male  :  Upper  parts  chest- 
nut, more  or  less  flushed  with  a  purple  sheen,  chiefly  on  neck  and 

back  ;  breast  purplish  brown,  softened  to  white  on  throat  and 
chin  ;  a  band  of  deep  chestnut  runs  forward  from  the  ear  to  the 

throat  ;  under  parts  and  tail  coverts  buff  white.  Female  ;  Upper 
parts  dark  iridescent  olive,  a  few  of  the  feathers  tipped  with  bay, 
head  browner  than  in  the  male,  primaries  blackish,  tail  blackish, 
outer  feathers  tii)ped  with  white,  throat  whitish,  breast  and  sides 
dusky,  under  parts  reddish  white.  (Gosse.) 

{To  he  continued.) 

Birds  in  and  about  the  Station  (Bakloh,  Punjab). 

By  G.  A.  Perreau,  F.Z  S. 
(Continued  from  page  284,  vol.  viii.J 

In  accordance  with  the  idea  of  having  a  little  system,  I  follow 

the  order  and  nomenclature  ot  "The  Fauna  of  British  India— Birds," 
by  Messrs.  Blanfoid  &  Gates,  an  invaluable  book  to  the  Indian  orni- 

thologist. I  hope  to  be  forgiven  for  mangling  their  descriptions. 

Text-book  descriptions  are  necessarily  lull  of  detail  and  are  rather  con- 
fusing without  a  good  deal  of  practice  in  comparing  them  with  skins 

or  birds.  Still  one  ought  to  have  some  s"rt  of  idea  of  the  birds  he  is 
reading  about. 
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CROWS,  &c. 

The  Common  Indian  Crow,  thank  gcjodness,  we  do  not  get. 

Most  Anglo  Indian  writers  have  a  good  deal  to  saj-  about  him,  natur- 
ally' as  he  is  not  quite  the  sort  of  bird  that  allows  one  to  forget  his 

presence  I  have  never  heard  of  anyone  taking  home  a  hand-reared 
bird,  but  anyone  requiring  a  pet  of  character  and  deviltry  would  find 
such  a  bird  rather  a  revelation  I  fancy.  He  has  no  reason  to  be 
ashamed  of  his  looks  and  lets  you  know  it.  We  get  his  larger  and 
less  attractive  relative,  the  Jungle  Crow  in  small  numbers.  He  nests 
in  or  near  the  compound  every  year,  but  may  be  dismissed  as  an 

"  ornery  cuss." 
The  magnificent  Blue  Magpie  {Uroeissa  flavirostris)  is  very 

common  higher  up  among  the  deodars  and  hill-oak,  and  to  see  a  small 
party  sweeping  about  at  play  in  an  open  glade  is  a  sight  worth  going 
some  distance  for.  The  nest  is  undomed,  of  sticks,  and  usually  at  the 
top  of  a  pollarded  oak,  about  30  feet  up  and  not  often  easy  to  spot.  A 
pair  nest  every  year  on  the  Oreen  Hill  just  outside  the  Station,  where 
I  have  sometimes  run  down  just-fledged  youngsters,  grand  exercise  it 
is  too.  I  have  never  kept  them  long  as  one  generally  has  to  leave  the 
Station  in  November  for  manoeuvres.  They  did  very  well,  but  even 
hand  reared  ones  never  seemed  to  become  really  tame  and  interesting, 
but  I  must  own  that  they  might  have  been  given  better  opportunities 
of  displaying  their  characteristics.  I  see  them  pretty  freely  advertised 
lately  at  £1  each,  which  struck  me  as  very  cheap  having  regard  to 
their  size,  but  of  course  their  food  during  importation  presents  no 
difficulty. 

A  party  of  four  or  five  has  been  quite  a  feature  of  the  compound 
this  winter,  the  first  time  I  have  seen  them  actually  in  the  Station.  It 

is  certainly  a  bird  for  the  aviary  rather  than  the  cage,  and  I  thorough- 
ly recommend  it  to  those  who  like  bright  colours  without  gaudiness. 

Personally  I  confess  to  a  weakness  for  gaudiness,  and  long  tails  and 
crests  appeal  to  me  greatly.  A  combination  of  these  qualities  prove 
almost  irresistable,  but,  alas,  I  have  to  harden  my  heart  against  the 

charms  of  "  soft-bills."  I  nmst  also  resist  the  temptation  to  digress 
here.  I  find  that  writing  about  birds  is  very  like  playing  with  plasti- 

cine ;  most  of  the  above  was  written  some  time  ago  and  I  feel  a  keen 
desire  to  talk  about  any  birds  rather  than  crows,  in  the  same  way  does 

the  plasticine  elephant  somehow  become  a  crocodile  or  some  other 

beast  equally  unlike  the  intended  one.  Now,  having  got  in  my  di- 
gression after  all.  I  proceed  with  a  rough  description  :  head,  neck,  and 

breast,  black  ;  other  lower  parts,  white  ;  other  upper  parts,  purplish 

blue  picked  out  with  white  ;  tail  above,  blue  tipped  white ;  bill,  yellow. 
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Length  including  18-incb  tail  26  inches.  The  tail  is  strongly  gradu- 
ated, the  two  middle  feathers  a  good  bit  longer  than  the  others. 

The  Indian  Tree-pie  (Dendri>cittn  ntfa)  is  a  smart  jaunty  bird, 
full  of  mischief  and  a  confirmed  nest-robber,  judging  from  the  excite- 

ment his  appearance  causes  among  small  fry  in  the  breeding  season. 

He  is  rather  a  bird  of  the  plains  and  foot-hills,  but  I  have  seen  him  as 
high  as  4,501)  ft.  flead,  neck,  and  breast,  sooty  brown;  body  plum- 

age, light  chestnut ;  wings,  dark  brown  with  a  whitish  patch  ;  tail, 
grey,  tipped  black.  Length  18  inches,  tail  up  to  12^  inches.  They 
ought  to  make  nice  pets  and  would  doul)tless  be  commoner  at  home 
were  they  not  so  common  oiu  here. 

The  Black-throated  Jay  {Oarrulus  lanceolntus),  sometimes  ad- 
vertised at  home  as  the  Lanceolated  Jay,  is  very  comm.on  about  the 

station  in  winter,  going  but  a  short  way  outside  to  breed.  They  are 
cheery  noisy  chaps  and  make  excellent  pets.  They  do  not  seem  to 
descend  to  the  foot  hills,  and  I  have  seen  them  pretty  high  up  in  the 
winter.  The  nest  is  often  quite  low  down.  I  have  seen  dozens  at  a 
time  in  the  Tiretta  Bazaar  in  Calcutta,  presumably  for  export.  Head 
and  short  crest,  black ;  chin  and  fore-neck,  black  with  white  shaft 
streaks  ;  tail  and  outer  wing  featliers,  blue  barred  with  black  ;  inner 
tipped  white ;  white  patch  on  wing;  remainder  of  plumage  vinous 
grey,  brighter  in  front. 

The  Himalayan  Jay  {G.  bispecularin)  is  very  like  the  English 
Jay.  It  keeps  to  the  deodar  zone  where  it  is  common.  Some  of  its 
notes  are  very  musical. 

All  the  above  go  about  in  small  parties  and  are  noisy,  except  in 
the  breeding  season,  when  they  go  in  pairs  and  are  very  quiet  unless 
disturbed  by  intruders. 

The  Larger  Spotted  Nutcracker  {Nueifraga  multipunctata)  I 
have  only  seen  once  or  twice,  high  up  in  the  deodars.  It  is  distinctly 
a  handsome  bird  and  ought  not  to  be  very  hard  to  keep  as  it  appears 
to  subsist  cliiefly  on  seeds  and  berries  with  a  certain  amount  of  insect 
food.  General  Osborne  found  them  very  fond  of  walnuts.  Head  and 
wings,  black  ;  rest  of  plumage,  deep  chocolate  ;  all  feathers  except 
those  on  the  head  have  a  large  white  spot  on  them.   Length  15  inches. 

In  early  spring  we  sometimes  see  the  Red-billed  ( Oraculus 
eremita)  and  the  Yellow-billed  {Pyrrhocorax  alpinus)  Choughs.  The 
former  is  the  European  bird.  The  latter  is  much  smaller  and  has  a 
short  yellow  bill  and  orange  red  legs.  It  is  a  smart  cheeky  bird  rather 
like  a  Jackdaw  in  ways.  Rook  and  Jackdaws  are  also  sometimes  seen 
on  migration. 

{To  he  continued.) 
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Tuberculosis  in  Birds. 

By  Henry  Gray,  M.R.C.V.S.,  Kt-nsin^ton,  W. 

By  tuberculosis  we  urulei'stand  a  disease  characterised  by 
tubercles  found  in  various  organs  of  the  body  and  due  to  the 
bacillus  of  tuberculosis,  also  called  the  bacillus  of  Koch,  who 
isolated  and  demonstratetl  it  as  the  specific  cause  of  the  disease. 

All  other  nodular  diseases  not  due  to  Koch's  bacillus  are  termed 
false  tuberculoses. 

This  disease  attacks  all  classes  of  birds  as  well  as  every 
class  of  animal,  domesticated  or  wild,  when  kept  in  confinement. 

It  even  attacks  fishes,  reptiles  and  amphibia.  But  of  the  domest- 
icated animals  it  occurs  more  often  in  the  ox  than  in  any  other. 

Next  to  the  ox  in  relative  frequency  comes  man,  then  the  pig  and 
afterwards  the  fowl,  cat,  dog,  horse,  rabbit,  goat  and,  last  of  all, 

the  sheep.  The  guinea-pig,  although  experimentally  the  easiest 
animal  to  induce  it  in,  is  rarely  attacked  spcmtaneously.  The 
same  might  be  said  of  the  sheep,  in  which  it  does  not  appear 

si)outaneously  in  one  in  five  hundred-thousand.  Of  the  wild 
animals  in  confinement  the  monkey  heads  the  list. 

Leaving  out  domestic  poultry,  the  semi-domesticated  fancy 

|)heasant,  the  parrot  and  perhaps  the  pen-reared  partridge,  tuber- 
culosis is  a  comparatively  rare  disease  in  wild  birds  kept  in  con- 

finement. When  it  does  occur  in  them  it  is  usually  seen  in  a 

collection  confined  in  a  Zoological  Garden  or  large  out-door  aviarj\ 
It  may,  however,  be  encountered  in  every  variety  of  bird,  even 
the  carnivorous.  The  Ostrich  is  not  exempt.  It  has  also  been 
discovered  in  a  hawk  at  liberty. 

With  the  exception  of  the  parrot  it  is  oftener  seen  in  the 
Gallinace*  than  in  any  other  species.  Perhaps  in  this  case  the 

method  of  feeding  (from  the  ground)  accounts  for  the  frequency* 
In  cage-birds,  with  the  exception  of  the  Parrot,  it  is  a  very  rare, 

if  not  almost  an  unknown  disease.  It  is  not  rare  in  them  be- 
cause of  their  immunity  but  in  consequence  of  the  conditions 

under  which  most  birds  live  in  an  isolated  cage  being  unfavourable 

to  its  transmission.    Experimentally  they  are  very  susceptible. 
On  the  contrary,  the  reason  it  is  comparatively  common  in 

the  jiarrot  is  because,  on  the  one  hand  tliis  tribe  is  more  susceptible 

to  mammalian  tuljerculosis  ;  and,  on  the  othei'  the  conditions  for 
contamination  are  more  favourable. 

[To  be  continued.] 
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singly  or  in  snmll  parties.  During  the  day  they  sleej)  on  the  ground,  and  if 
disturbed  only  flop  round  once  or  twice  and  then  settle  down  again  in,  or  as 
near  as  possible  to,  their  original  place.  When  the  bird  is  resting  on  the 
earth  the  two  pennants  are  stretched  out  along  the  ground,  one  on  each  side, 

at  right  angles  to  the  bird's  body.  Their  extraordinary  wing  formation  gives 
thuni  a  characteristic  and  uninistakeable  appearance  when  flying  ;  the  same 
thought  comes  first  to  my  mind,  so  exactly  do  the  two  wing-rackets  flickering 
up  and  down  behind  the  fl.ying  bird  resemble  the  movements  of  two  excited 
Sparrows,  trying  to  get  in  j)lenty  of  vicious  and  effective  pecks  at  a  fleeing 
and  frightened  foe. 

A  most  graphic  account  of  the  courtship  of  these  birds  is  given  by 

Captain  Boyd  Alexander  in  his  most  interesting  book,  "  From  the  Niger  to 
the  Nile,"  which  I  cannot  resist  quoting  here.  He  says  (Vol.  II.,  p.  23),  "It 
is  interesting  to  watch  this  bird  courting  its  mate.  Just  as  dusk  is  coming 
on  the  female  suddeidy  drops  noiselessly  on  to  the  i)ath  from  the  adjoining 
bush.  Immediately  the  male  appears  and  alights  right  in  front  of  her  where 
she  is  sitting  Then  the  long  pinions  are  raised  so  that  thej'  droop  over  the 
head  toward  her.  Should  the  female  shift  her  position  the  male  gives  chase 

to  alight  once  again  like  a  featherweight  in  front  of  her." 
Scotornis  cUmacurus.    LONG-TAILED  NIGHTJAR. 
Range.    Senegambia,  Nigeria,  Soudan  to  Nubia.    ( ILL.) 
This  species,  whose  characteristic  is  the  enormous  lengthening  of  the 

two  middle  tail  feathers,  is  much  rarer  in  the  Gambia  than  the  preceding.  I 
have  seen  single  individuals  for  several  nights  running,  once  near  Bathurst 
and  once  in  Niumi,  both  near  the  coast,  but  have  never  come  across  them 
on  any  other  occasion  or  further  inland. 

CORACIIDAE. 

The  Rollers,  of  which  we  have  representatives  of  the  two  (jcncra,  Csr- 
acias,  and  LJiny/NtoiiiHS,  are  among  the  most  consjjicuous  of  our  Gambian 
birds,  on  account  of  the  brilliant  colours  of  their  plumage,  their  fearlessness 
of  man  and  the  habit,  which  most  of  them  have,  of  selecting  the  top  of  a 

bush  or  an  outlying  branch  of  a  tree  as  a  pei-ch  from  which  they  can  watch 
for  theii  prey,  and  from  which  they  are  constantly  flying  lieavily  to  the 
ground,  to  snap  up  some  locust  or  other  large  insect,  or  perhaps  a  lizard  or 
other  reptile.  At  all  times  they  are  noisy  birds,  fond  of  uttering  harsh 
croaks  and  cries,  but  more  particularly  is  this  the  case  during  the  breeding 
season,  when  both  sexes  spend  much  of  their  time  sporting  and  tumbling  in 
the  air,  courting  and  lovemaking  with  many  a  scream  and  bufliet.  They  are 

comnioidy  known  to  the  English  here  as  "Jays"  or  "Blue  Jays,"  from  their 
ge;ieral  superficial  resemblance  to  the  bird  of  that  name  at  home.  Their 
native  names  are  KEEll-KUTARONG  (Mandingo)  and  BAKHAR  (JolofE). 

Conicim  y:eit:';/alens;>,.    SENEGAL  ROLLER. 
IkuKje.    Senegambia.  {ILL). 
This  is  the  conanonest  Roller  in  the  Gambia,  found  everywhere  and 

at  all  seasons.  Although  at  certain  times  of  the  year  they  are  much  sought 
after  by  the  native  hunters  for  their  skins  (for  which  they  get  about  sixpence 
apiece  fxom  the  traders),  they  are  generally  by  no  means  shy  birds,  though 
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sufficiently  cautious  and  intelligent  to  keep  at  a  safe  distance  from  anyone 
with  a  gun  in  his  hands.  During  the  dry  season  they  are  comparatively 
(|uiet,  but  from  May  onwards  they  become  noisier  and  and  more  lively,  and 
indulge  more  frequently  in  their  rolling  tumbling  feats  of  aerial  gymnastics, 
osi)ucially  at  the  courting  season,  when  they  are  almost  all  day  sporting 
in  the  air  together,  at  one  moment  locked  in  close  embrace  and  grappling 
one  with  another,  the  next  falling  like  stones,  soon  to  disengage,  to  rise 

again  and  repeat  the  same  performance,  while  all  the  time  thej-  are  doing 
their  best  to  drive  one  wild  with  their  harsh  screaming  cries.  At  all  times 
they  are  rather  quarrelsome  and  attack  boldly  any  bird,  be  it  Hawk  or  other 
murdering  ruffian,  which  may  trespass  on  what  they  consider  their  rights. 
At  bush-fires  they  follow  the  line  of  the  flames,  snajiping  up  the  crippled 
insects  and  reptiles,  often  from  out  of  the  very  centre  of  the  fire,  and  dis- 
l)uting  with  the  Kites  and  Hawks  for  the  j)ossessioii  of  the  choicer  morsels. 
At  such  times  one  often  sees  as  many  as  thirty  or  forty  together,  but  on 
ordinary  occasions  they  are  found  in  dairs  or  singly,  but 
wherever  one  may  be  in  the  bush,  one  cannot  go  far  without  at  least  one 
Holler  being  in  sight.  Their  chief  colours  are  brilliant  light  blue,  chestnut 
and  black,  and  they  have  noticeably  forked  tails,  the  outer  feather  on  each 
side  being  elongated  and  tapered.  The  following  description  is  that  of  a 
full-plumaged  adult  shot  November  23rd,  1905. 

Crown  and  nape,  pale  bluish  green  with  a  pale  brown  forehead  and 
eye  streak  ;  back  and  mantle,  i)ale  chestnut ;  les.ser  wing-coverts,  bright 
ultramarine  blue  ;  middle-coverts,  Cambridge  blue  with  a  greenish  tinge  ; 
cubitals,  chestnut  like  the  back  ;  great  coverts,  clear  Cambridge  blue  ;  basal 
halves  of  flight  feathers  the  same  ;  distal  halves,  ultramarine  with  black 
inner  edges  :  rump,  bright  ultramarine  ;  upper  tail  coverts  also  ultramarine 
but  with  Cambridge  blue  bases  and  narrow  tips.  The  two  central  tail 
feathers  are  :  above,  greenish  grey  ;  the  others  (except  the  outer  long  ones), 
ultramarine  at  bases,  Cambridge  blue  at  ends,  the  amount  of  light  blue 
increasing  from  within  outwards  ;  the  external  feather  on  each  side  (3i 
inches  longer  than  the  others)  is  Cambridge  blue  with  the  central  shaft  and 
whole  of  the  last  3i  inches,  black.  Below  :  chin,  pale  brown  ;  cheeks  and 
throat,  greenish  blue  streaked  with  lighter  :  breast,  abdomen  and  under  tail 
coverts,  clear  Cambridge  blue  ;  under  surface  of  tail  like  the  upper,  but  the 
light  blue  extends  rather  further  ;  under  wing-coverts,  bright  Cambridge  blue  ; 
under  surface  of  flights  like  the  upper,  but  the  two  blues  are  not  quite  so 
clear  in  colour  ;  bill,  black  ;  legs  and  feet,  greyish  olive  :  irides,  burnt  sienna  ; 
length  (to  end  of  middle  tail  feathers),  12  inches. 

C.  cuanoijaster.    BLUE-BODIED  ROLLER. 
Eanije.    Senegambia.  {H.L.) 
This,  usually  known  here  as  the  Brown-headed  Roller,  is  much  less 

common  during  the  dry  season  than  the  Senegal  Roller,  but  from  May 
onwards  its  numbers  increase,  and  during  the  rains  (the  breeding  season)  up 
to  about  the  end  of  the  year,  I  think  the  two  species  are  about  equally 
common.  Their  habits,  flight  and  food  arc  the  same  as  those  of  their  con- 

geners, and  although  not  possessing  the  exti-emely  brilliant  blues  of  the 
Senegal  Roller,  they  are — with  their  pale  brown  heads  contrasting  so  pleas- 



114 The  Birds  of  Gaml'ia. 

ingly  with  the  rich  ihu'k  blues  of  the  body — also  very  hiindsome  and 
attractive  birds. 

Descrii)tion.  Head,  neck  and  breast,  fawn-brown  with  silvery  re 
flections  on  the  crown,  over  the  eyes  and  on  the  chin,  so  that  in  some  liohts 
these  parts  look  silvery,  in  others  (esi)ecially  when  seen  at  a  distance  and 
alive)  fawn  coloured.  The  front  of  the  throat  and  breast  are  streaked  with 
silvery  white.  Back  and  mantle,  olive  brown  ;  scajjulars.  darker  ;  rump  and 
upper  tail  coverts,  bright  Prussian  blue,  the  latter  tinged  with  cobalt :  the 
tail,  which  does  not  extend  beyond  the  tips  of  the  closed  wings,  bright  cobalt 
washed  with  Prussian  blue,  the  outer  feathers  nearly  wholly  dark  blue  and 
black  ;  greater  wing  coverts,  ultramarine  with  a  metallic  gloss  ;  basal  halves 

of  primai'ies  and  of  outer  secondaries,  cobalt,  forming  a  conspicuous  broad 
alar  bar  ;  external  halves,  Prussian  blue  ;  inner  secondaries,  olive  brown 
basally,  blending  with  the  scapulars,  dark  blue  towards  their  extremities  ; 
below  bright  prussian  blue  ;  axilliaries  and  under  wing-coverts,  cobalt,  the 
latter  shaded  with  ashy  blue  ;  edge  of  wing,  dai'k  indigo,  almost  black  ; 
under  surface  of  tail,  cobalt  with  a  greenish  wash  ;  bill,  black  ;  feet,  yellow  ; 
irides,  dark  sienna  ;  length,  13  inches. 

C.  naecinx.    WHITE-NAPED  ROLLER. 
Rangn.  North-east  and  Equatorial  Africa,  Soudan,  8euegambia. 

(H.L.) 
A  rather  larger  bird  than  the  other  two  and  by  far  the  most  Jay-like 

in  appearance  of  the  three,  for  when  seen  alive  at  a  little  distance  its  brown 
ui)per  parts,  blue-edged  wings  and  whitish  face  markings  give  it  (juite  the 
look  of  that  bird  ;  but  when  examined  closely  the  upper  parts  are  found  to 
be  dull  olive,  though  they  look  brown — a  shade  too  almost  exactly  that  of  a 
Jay — in  certain  lights,  while  below  the  colour  is  pinkish  red  streaked  with 
white.  In  the  rains  it  is  very  common,  while  a  few  remain  with  us  through- 

out the  year  :  it  resembles  its  relations  in  habits  and  diet,  but  is  not  nearly 
such  an  acrobat  on  the  wing  as  they  are  and  much  less  aggressive  and  noisy. 
Just  before  the  rains  begin,  when  all  the  Rollers  are  specially  excitable  and 

quarrelsome,  I  have  frequently  seen  one  of  these  "  Jay-like  "  Rollers  being 
hunted  about  by  one  of  the  Senegal  Rollers.  One  would  have  thought  from 
their  relative  sizes  that  the  driving  would  have  been  the  other  way.  Their 
note  too  is  not  so  raucous  or  quite  so  unpleasant  as  that  of  the  others,  and 

ma.y  be  almost  exactly  represented  by  a  repetition  of  the  syllables  "  oo-ah, 
oo-ah." 

The  following  descrii)tion  is  that  of  a  female  (the  sexes  are  alike) 
shot  January  4th,  VM-,  : 

Frontal  band  dirty  white  ;  eyebrow  cleai'  white  ;  a  few  white  feathers 
form  a  small  nape-spot ;  crown  to  below  the  white  naye-spot,  reddish  lilac 
tinged  with  olive,  each  feather  washed  with  olive  :  mantle,  lower  nape  and 
scapulars,  olive,  looking  brown  in  certain  lights  ;  lower  back,  mauve  ;  rump 
and  upper  tail-coverts,  light  ])ur])le.  The  two  central  tail  feathers,  dull  oily 
green,  the  others  dull  blue  with  green  edges  diminishing  in  extent  from 
within  outwards.  Wing  coverts,  clear  mauve  in  bend  of  wing  gradually 
merging  into  the  reddish  lilac  of  the  greater  coverts  ;  coverts  at  carpal  joint 
and  edge  of  the  wing  there  ultramarine  ;  wing-cjuills  duller  blue  shading 
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into  black  at  iiuier  edges,  (ienenil  colour  below  pinky  brown  .streaked  with 
white  ;  chin  shows  a  few  whitish  feathers  ;  throat,  sides  neck,  breast  and 
sides,  brown  with  distinct  white  streaks,  the  latter  getting  broader  and  more 
diffuse  towards  the  abdomen,  which  is  a  more  pinky  brown  with  hardly  any 
indication  of  streaks  ;  thighs,  dull  mauve  ;  under  wing-coverts,  pale  reddish 
merging  into  whitish  ;  under  surface  of  flights,  whitish  with  gi'ey  terminal 
portions.  Bill,  black  ;  feet,  dirty  yelhjw-ochre.  iris,  dark  brown.  Length, 
14  inches. 

Euri/M.niuixufer.    BROAD-BILLED  ROLLER. 
Raiiiie.    Tropical  Africa.    ( ILL.) 
A  smaller  bird  than  the  typical  Rollers  and  very  differently  shaped, 

being  built  somewhat  on  the  lines  of  a  big-bodied  Swallow  with  a  broad  tri- 
angular bill  and  a  very  wide  gape.  The\'  are  usually  found  in  parties  of  20 

or  more  (I  have  frequently  seen  flocks  of  upwards  of  a  hundred)  in  places 
where  there  are  large  trees,  the  upper  branches  of  which  are  their  favourite 
perches,  and  round  the  tops  of  which  they  love  to  float  and  wheel  in  the  air, 
like  large  Swallows,  as  soon  as  the  cool  of  the  sunset  hour  approaches,  often 
filling  the  upper  air  with  their  shrill  chattering  and  continuing  their  flight 
far  into  the  night,  especially  if  there  is  a  moon,  to  retire  eventually  to  roost 
together  in  the  upper  branches  of  some  large  tree.  In  the  mornings,  too, 
till  the  sun  gets  hot,  one  often  sees  Hocks  of  them  on  the  wing,  but  during 
the  heat  of  the  da^-  they  are  (juiescent.  Like  the  Senegal  Rollers  their  skins 
have  a  certain  value  to  the  native  hunters,  as  they  fetch  about  50  centimes 
apiece  at  the  French  ports.  The  general  colour  above  is  cinnamon  brown  : 
rump  and  upper  tail-coverts,  dull  blue  ;  wings,  blue  ;  lateral  tail  feathers, 
bright  blue  shading  into  dark  blue  at  ends,  middle  feathers,  dull  blue  washed 
with  black.  Eye-brow  slightly  tinged  with  mauve.  Below  from  face  to 
belly,  a  lovely  puri)le  or  reddish  mauve  ;  lower  abdomen,  inner  webs  of 
under  surface  of  wings  and  under  tail-coverts,  pale  Ijlue.  Bill,  yellow  ;  legs, 
greenish  brown.    Iris,  hazel.    Length  10  inches. 

[  To  be  continued.^. 

BRITISH  BIRDS. 

The  Dartford  Warbler. 

{Melizophilus  d<irtJordiensis).    Continued  from  page  89. 
By  .1 .  Fi«)s  TICK. 

CHAPTER  II. —IN  CAPTIVITY. 

Having  descri])ed  the  Dart''ord  Warbler  in  freedom  it  will 
probably  be  of  inore  interest  to  our  members  as  Bird  keepers  to  add  a 

few  notes  on  its  treatment  in  captivitv.  With  my  nnique  experience 
with  this  biid  I  can  do  so  with  some  authority. 

Wlien  I  bronglit  my  three  tiny  little  birds  home  I  felt  filled 
with  pride  that  I  possessed  something  at  last,  that  I  and  others  had 
tried  to  obtain  for  years  without  success.    Tliey  were  only  three  little 
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brown  baby  birds  in  their  nest  feathers,  two  of  them  had  l)roken  tlieir 

tails  and  thej'  looked  very  ordinary,  but  when  a  well-known  exhibitor 
came  along  and  offered  nie  their  weiglit  in  gold  for  them  I  preferred  to 
keep  my  little  mites.  Now  tiiey  liave  grown  and  moulted  out  into  tlieir 
full  glory,  with  every  feather  on  their  little  bodies  perfection.  These 

are  as  tlieir  beautiful  picture  proves  very  handsome  and  attractive 
birds. 

Keeping,  as  I  have  done  for  years,  delicate  warblers  of  other 

species,  tits  and  wrens,  I  nevei'  had  any  doubts  as  to  being  able  to 
keep  them  alive  ;  all  that  I  was  afraid  of  was  that  they  would  probably 
damage  their  long  tails.  Like  most  other  birds  they  did  not  agree 
long  together  and  to  avoid  all  risks  I  put  eacii  bird  in  a  separate  cage, 
where  they  have  plenty  of  room  to  fly  about  and  the  result  has  been 

excellent.  They  are  alwavs  in  "  show  condition,"  and  are  apparently 
as  happy  as  "  sand  boys." 

Mr.  Goodcliild  when  sketching  the  birds  spent  several  hours 
in  front  of  their  cages,  and  can  bear  me  out  in  my  statement. 

My  birds  are  perfectly  tame  and  will  come  to  the  wires  of  their 

cages  and  peer  into  one's  face  and  peck  my  finger,  but  they  are  exceed- 
ingly active,  ever  on  the  move  —darting  from  one  perch  to  tlie  other  with 

lightening  rapidity  Tlieir  acrobatic  feats  are  extraordinary,  they  love 
the  sunshine  and  on  bright  days  are  unusually  lively,  erecting  the 
head  feathers  into  a  crest  am!  cocking  their  tails  bolt  upright  with  a 

sidelong  jerk,  swelling  their  little  throats  with  gladsome  song  or  utter- 

ing their  scolding  note  cha-cha-cha-cha  as  they  somersault  from  one 
perch  to  another.  I  have  kept  every  species  of  British  cage  birds  proper, 
and  many  other  kinds  not  recognized  as  such,  but  none  have  ever  given 
me  more  pleasure  than  these. 

My  birds  were  hand-reared  from  the  nest,  and  all  are  males. 

They  were  fed  on  live  ants'  eggs  principally,  with  a  few  mealworms 
added.  When  they  could  feed  themselves  they  were  gradually 

accustomed  to  insectivorous  food  of  my  own  mixing,  which  is  com- 

posed of  good  dried  ants'  eggs,  dried  "  flies,"  &c.,  made  crumbly 
moist  with  grated  cairot  and  a  small  portion  of  hard-boiled  egg,  first 
pressed  through  a  fine  sieve.  This  is  their  usual  stock  food,  but  when 
the  summer  arrives  they  shall  have,  in  connnon  with  the  rest  of  my  birds 

live  ants'  eggs,  which  are  invaluable  for  all  insectivorous  birds  ;  meal- 
worms they  scarcely  ever  see,  and  they  frequently  refuse  to  eat  them 

when  offered,  but  they  are  very  fond  of  spiders  and  house  flies,  which 
are  much  better  for  them.  Having  noticed  that  my  Sedge,  Reed, 
Marsh,  and  other  warblers  thrived  best  when  given  ripe  fruit  in 
addition  to  their  insect  food,  I  gave  them  some  banana,  which  I  found 
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they  ate  greedily,  and  since  then  they  always  have  fruit  of  some  sort 
in  their  cages.  Tliey  are  very  fond  of  ripe  William  pears  and  elder- 

berries. I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  fruit  is  essential  to  their 

well-being,  and  is  qnite  as  important  an  item  of  food  as  insects.  They 
bathe  freely,  have  wintered  in  a  cold  room,  and  in  my  opinion  are 
quite  as  hardy  as  the  common  wren,  a  specimen  of  which  I  have 
moulted  three  times  in  a  cage,  and  looks  as  if  it  will  live  to  moult  many 

more  times.  That  they  are  desirable  cage  birds  is  without  question, 
and  some  day,  wlien  T  can  procure  a  female  it  is  my  ambition  to  try 
and  induce  them  to  breed  in  captivity 

Book  Notices  and  Reviews. 

The  Birds  of  the  British  Islands,  by  Charles  Stonham,  C.M.G.,  F.E.C.S. 
F.Z.S.,  with  illustrations  by  Lilian  M.  Medland,  F.Z.S.  Part  xvi.  Grant 
Richards,  Ltd. 

It  is  needless  to  say  that  this  part  (which  brings  Vol.  iv.  to  an  end), 
is  in  no  way  inferior  to  its  forerunners.  Miss  Medland,  as  usual,  is  quite 

happy  in  her  interpretation  of  her  subjects,  while  Mr.  Stonham's  fullness  of 
detail,  lucidity,  and  accuracy,  leave  nothing  to  be  desired. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  articles  is  that  on  the  Ruff,  which  is  delin- 
eated most  charmingly  in  five  of  its  counting  attitudes  with  the  Artist's  now 

well  known  skill.  Nests  of  this  rare  bird  have  been  found  so  recently  as 
twice  in  1902,  and  photographs  were  obtained  of  a  nest  in  Norfolk  in  1907  by 
Miss  Turner.    Of  the  courtship  we  learn  that : — 

"In  the  spring,  at  early  dawn,  the  males  assemble  at  a  chosen  spot,  which 
is  frequented  year  after  year,  where  they  '  hill '  as  it  is  termed.  This  is 
an  open  and  slightly  elevated  part  of  the  marsh,  to  which  the  Reeves 
usually  repair  to  wait  the  issue  of  the  mock  battles  indulged  in  by  those 
contending  for  their  favours.  The  males  are  very  much  in  earnest  and 
behave  in  the  most  ludicrous  manner,  but  spar  rather  than  fight,  and 
rarely  inflict  any  damage  on  each  other.  When  sparring,  the  ruff  is 
raised  and  spread  so  that  it  acts  as  a  shield,  the  head  is  lowered,  the 
neck  stretched  out,  and  the  bill  pointed  forwards,  much  in  the  same 
manner  as  game-cocks  prepare  to  fight.  At  the  same  time  the  wings 
are  slightly  spread  from  the  body  and  the  half  expanded  tail  quivers 
with  excitement.  Sometimes  the  bird  remains  motionless  with  its  ruff 
raised  and  the  bill  pointing  perpendicularly  downwards,  touching,  or 
nearly  touching  the  ground,  and  may  thus  remain  for  a  considerable 
time  ;  but  should  a  rival  appear,  it  quicklj'  flies  up  and  indulges  in  mimic 
warfare  with  the  intruder." 

This  quotation  by  no  means  exhausts  what  our  Author  has  to  say 
about  this  bird,  but  it  will  suffice  to  shew  with  what  fullness  and  attention 
to  detail  he  has  fulfilled  his  task,  while  writing  with  that  terseness  which  is 
the  soul  of  real  literature. 
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The  other  birds  dealt  with  in  this  number  are  the  Curlew-Sandpiper 
Purple  Sandpiper,  Knot,  Sanderling,  the  Common-,  Wood-  and  Green-Sand- 

pipers, the  Red  Shank,  Spotted  Redshank,  Greenshank,  the  Bar-tailed  and 
Black-tailed  Godwits,  the  Common  Curlew,  and  the  Whimbrel. 

Canaries,  Hybrids,  and  British  Birds  in  cage  and  aviary.— Cassell  &  Co. 
In  monthly  parts,  7d.  net. 

Part  I.  of  this  practical  and  interesting  serial  is  to  hand,  and  gives 
promise  of  being  very  comprehenstve  and  should  be  in  the  library  of  every 
bird  lover  and  keeper.  It  is  well  illustrated  both  in  colour  and  black  and 
white.  It  is  edited  by  S.  H.  Lewer,  and  the  various  sections  of  the  work 
will  be  from  the  pens  of  J.  Robson,  Dr.  A.  R.  Galloway,  S.  H.  Vale,  and 
others  ;  while  the  coloured  plates  are  to  be  from  the  brushes  of  A.  F.  Lydon 
and  E.  F.  Bailey.  The  frontisi)iece  of  this  part  is  an  excellent  coloured 
plate  figuring  the  Linnet,  Lesser  Redpole,  Siskin,  and  Bullfinch  ;  the  black 
and  white  illustrations  are  numerous  and  varied.  There  is  a  foreword  from 
the  Editor,  an  introductory  chapter,  and  Dr.  A.  R.  Galloway  commences  his 
story  of  the  History  of  the  Canary.  It  is  well  got  up  and  the  part  is  full  of 
interest,  and  it  would  appear  that  the  object  of  its  authors — "to  interest  and 
practically  help  bird-keepers  in  the  successful  pursuit  of  their  hobby  " — will 
be  fully  realised.    The  work  is  to  be  completed  in  18  monthly  parts. 

Editorial. 

Hooded  ParrakeetS  (P.  cucnJldtu^).  win  tliose  meinhers 
who  have  ncquired  this  species,  carefully  note  and  put  on  record 
the  plumage  of  the  female,  and  also  repeat  this  after  they  liave 

moulted  ?  Also,  will  those  who  possess  skins  of  the  GohU^n-shouldered 
Parrakeet  (P.  cliriisopterygius)  carefully  describe  the  plumage  of  the 

female?  If  in  possession  of  more  than  one  skin,  will  they  kindly  com- 
pare same  and  note  any  variation? 

Foreign  Birds  :  I  nmch  regret  that  I  have  l)een  unable  to 
include  an  instalment  in  tliis  issue.,  but  the  series  will  he  resumed  in 
May  issue. 

Cuban  TrO^On:  In  our  last  issue  the  scientific  name  was 

given  as  "  MijiopJioueus  temmivckl"  wliich  is  incorrect ;  it  sliould  l)e 
Fnouotelus  temnurns.  I  must  apologise  for  so  careless  an  error  and 
cannot  imagine  liow  it  has  crept  in. 

Correction :  Captain  Perreau  desires  me  to  state  that 

Hanging  Parrakeets  are  not  found  in  and  about  the  Station  (Bakloli), 
and  that  the  notes  were  intended  to  appear  separately  and  not  under 

the  heading  "  Birds  in  and  about  the  station  (Bakloli)."  I  regret  that 
under  the  stress  of  winding  up  Vol.  viii.  tlie  error  occurred. 
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£rrata  :  On  page  30,  1st  line  lor  "  It  was  indeed  a  beautiful 

specie^,"  read  It  is  indeed  

On  page  36,  line  19,  for  "  levcneeplidla  "  read  leucocephda. 

On  page  38,  line  16,  for  "  Red  Rossella  "  read  Red  Rosella. 
Oi.  page  39,  line  18,  for  very  fine  Bickenos  Finch  and  Gouldian 

Finches,"  rend  very  fine  Bicheno  and  Gouldian  Finches. 

On  page  40,  line  25,  for  "  Silver-eared  Messias,"  read  Silver- eared  Mesias. 

On  page  66,  line  8,  for  "  rumps  "  read  rump. 

On  page  91,  line  7  from  bottom,  for  "  anils  "  read  anaUs. 

Correspondence. 

Brazilian  Hangnests,  fic.  Sir.^As  there  has  been  much  written 
lately  in  praise  of  the  Brazilian  Hangnest,  I  think  that  perhaps  the  following 
notes  of  my  experience  with  one  of  these  birds  may  be  of  some  interest. 
Though,  I  also  consider  them  to  be  most  clever  and  interesting  birds,  still,  as 
my  experience  will  prove,  individuals  at  any  rate  are  extremely  dangerous 
when  placed  with  other  birds. 

I  bought  the  bird  in  question,  a  very  fine  specimen  of  its  kind  (the 
pale  yellow  variety)  from  a  dealer  about  two  years  ago.  T  turned  it  out  in 
an  aviary  33ft.  x  Mt.  x  10ft.,  divided  off  from  another  aviary  of  equal  size, 
containing  finches,  wax-bills,  small  tanagers,  etc.,  by  a  wire  partition,  and 
containing  besides  itself  such  birds  as  hawfinches,  cardinals,  grosbeaks,  the 
larger  tanagers  and  weavers,  two  pairs  of  yellow  budgerigars,  and  an 
ordinary  English  robin,  which  I  found  impossible  to  keep  in  my  aviary 
owing  to  its  bloodthirsty  propensities. 

All  went  well  for  about  three  months,  after  which  time  I  began  to 
find  first  a  Pine  Grosbeak  and  then  at  intervals  of  about  a  week,  other  birds, 
all  killed  in  a  precisely  similar  manner,  viz.  :  An  enormous  hole  was  neatly 
excavated  (I  can  think  of  no  better  word  to  suit  the  case)  from  the  top  of 
the  head,  and  the  legs  were  also  in  every  case  badly  mauled  ;  on  two  or  three 
occasions  also,  I  found  near  the  partition  in  the  finch  aviary  a  small  bird 
similarly  roughly  handled. 

I  first  of  all  suspected  mice  or  rats,  as  I  had  killed  one  of  the  former 
outside  the  aviary  quite  recently,  but  a  close  inspection  of  the  aviary  showed 
it  to  be  impossible  for  these  pests  to  have  gained  an  entrance. 

The  murders,  however,  continued,  and  I  now  began  to  suspect  the 
Hangnest,  though  a  dealer  to  whom  I  sent  some  of  the  bodies,  assured  me 
that  the  robin  was  the  culjirit,  though  this  was  manifestly  absurd,  as  it  was 
of  course  not  nearly  powerful  enough  to  inflict  the  injuries  described. 

Though  suspicious,  however,  and  keeping  a  close  watch  on  the  bird  I 
could  discover  nothing  for  a  loag  time,  as  it  always  appeared  the  most  harm- 

less of  birds  whenever  I  watched,  it  never  so  much  as  looked  at  another 
bird.  Of  dead  bodies  thrown  in  it  took  no  notice,  though  if  left  there 
overnight  they  were  always  partially  devoured  by  morning. 
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At  last,  after  losing  several  other  birds,  the  Robin  was  killed,  finally 

disposing  of  the  dealer's  theory.  I  was  now  beginning  to  despair  of  finding 
the  culprit,  as  though  I  had  a  boy  keeping  watch  throughout  the  day,  he 
could  discover  nothing.  At  length  one  Sunday,  as  I  was  watching  I  saw  the 
whole  drama  enacted  before  my  eyes.  The  Hangnest,  which  up  till  then  had 
been  on  its  very  best  behaviour,  suddenly  swooped  down  from  a  perch, 
exactly  like  a  hawk,  on  to  a  Crossbill  that  was  feeding  on  the  ground  below 
it,  seized  the  unfortunate  bird  with  its  claws  and  hammered  viciously  at  its 
head.  Before  I  could  interefere  the  Crossbill  was  practically  dead,  so  I  put 
it  out  of  its  misery,  left  it  there,  and  went  out  to  await  developments.  As 
soon  as  I  had  left  the  aviary  the  Hangnest  swooped  down  again,  seized  the 
dead  bird  and  hammered  it  on  the  head  as  before  ;  after  doing  this  for  a 
few  minutes  it  flew  off  with  the  bird  to  a  perch  and  then  proceeded  to 
devour  it,  tearingf  at  it  exactly  like  a  Shrike  or  other  predaceous  bird,  and 
attacking,  so  far  as  I  could  see,  chiefly  the  head  and  abdomen.  Needless  to 
say  that  after  this  I  kept  the  bird  apart  from  the  rest  and  caged  it  by  itselfi 
when  it  made  a  very  delightful  pet.  It  is  still  very  fond  of  meat  of  any 
kind,  but  much  prefers  a  bird  or  even  a  mouse  to  anything  else. 

Another  similar  case  was  that  of  a  Virginian  Cardinal,  which  suddenly 
developed  the  habit  of  killing  birds  and  of  completely  devouring  their  heads, 
though  in  this  case  the  rest  of  the  body  was  rarely  toiiched.  Luckily  on  this 
occasion  I  discovered  the  culprit  before  very  much  damage  had  been  done. 

I  should  like  to  know  if  any  other  members  have  had  similar 
experiences.  G.  E.  RATTIGAN. 

[No  matter  how  tame  they  may  be,  the  majority  of  the  Hangnestsare 
dangerous  company  for  other  birds,  even  for  species  miicli  larger  than  them- 

selves. I  know  of  one  instance  in  which  an  Imperial  Nicobar  Pigeon  was 

badly  mauled  by  a  Hangnest,  and  its  life  only  saved  by  its  owner's  interfer- 
ence. A  close  watch  should  be  ke(it  on  all  species  of  Hangnests  till  their 

demeanour  is  ascertained,  no  nritter  what  company  they  are  in. — Ei).] 
Cross  Mating  of  Blue-Mountain  Lorikeets  and  Violet-neclced  Lory. 

Sir, — It  may  be  of  interest  to  our  members  to  hear  of  the  nesting  of  a  Violet- 
necked  Lory  and  Blue  Mountain  Lorikeet,  so  far  as  it  has  gone,  which  how- 

ever, you  will  say  is  not  very  far  at  present.  Some  weeks  ago  when  they 
began  to  evince  an  unwonted  interest  in  cocoa-nut  husks  (the  particular 
property  of  the  Budgerigars),  I  saw  they  meant  business.  I  fitted  up  two 
little  oj'ster  barrels,  thinking  they  would  be  the  very  thing,  and  placed  them 
in  diiferent  positions  in  the  aviary  ;  but  they  would  have  none  of  them,  and 
continued  to  spend  their  time,  when  not  engaged  in  bullying  the  other  occu- 

pants, in  trying  to  get  in  one  particular  husk,  the  aperture  of  which  was, 
of  course  too  small  for  them.  Lories  do  not  seem  to  have  the  power  of 

"whittling"  like  others  of  the  parrot  tribe.  I  might  have  cut  away  the 
opening  for  their  accommodation,  but  I  recognized  the  fact,  that  if  thej^ 
managed  to  get  in  they  could  not  possibly  turn  round,  and  yet  they  would 
not  even  look  at  the  nice  little  barrels  provided  for  them.  Then  the  hapi)y 
thought  occurred  to  me  so  saw  off  the  end  of  then-  beloved  cocoa-nut  husk, 
widen  the  opening  so  that  I  could  just  get  my  hand  in,  fasten  it  on  the  end 
of  the  barrel,  and  hang  it  in  exactly  the  same  position  among  the  branches 
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of  the  trees.  The  ruse  siicceded,  they  proudly  imagined  they  had  at  length 
achieved  their  ends,  and  I  had  tlie  satisfaction  of  seeing  them  both  inside 
before  the  end  of  the  day.  That  would  be  quite  three  weeks  ago,  but 

matters  got  "  no  forarder,"  as  though  they  were  in  and  out  all  day  long,  they 
always  tucked  themselves  up  close  together  on  their  usual  perch  in  the  inner 
aviary  at  night  time.  So  things  went  on  until  last  Monday,  March  21st, 
when  they  absented  themselves  for  the  first  time,  and  spent  the  night  to- 

gether in  their — husk  !  The  following  morning  there  was  an  egg,  but  alas,  it 
was  on  the  ground,  and  chipped,  so  that  it  would  have  been  of  no  use  to 
replace  it.  It  was  very  disappointing,  but  I  hope  by  this  time  there  may  be 
another  in  the  nest,  perhaps  two.  The  egg  is  very  large  for  so  small  a  bird 
as  the  Violet-neck,  which  is  of  course  a  very  small  mate  for  the  Blue  Moun- 

tain. The  antics  of  the  latter  must  be  seen  to  be  believed,  he  seems  as 
though  he  could  hardly  contain  himself  for  pride  and  self-importance.  They 
bully  a  pair  of  Eclectus,  double  their  size,  and  even  mobbed  an  Amazon 
when  it  had  taken  refuge,  as  it  imagined,  on  my  shoulder.  I  have  ventured 
to  write  at  this  length  because  I  have  an  idea  this  is  the  first  record  of  the 
nesting  of  the  Violet-necked  Lorj-,  and  certainly  of  this  particular  cross. 

March  •24th.  (Mrs.)  E.  A.  H.  HARTLEY. 

Black-Cheek  Lovebirds.  A  Warning!  Sir.— As  it  may  very  well 
happen  that  many  of  our  members  are  not  jiosted  up  in  the  habits,  manners, 
and  customs  of  Black-cheeks,  the  following  word  of  warning  at  the  start  of 
the  breeding  season  may  not  come  amiss.  Into  one  of  my  larger  aviaries,  I 
put  as  a  start,  two  pairs  of  Black-cheeks,  and  these  promptly  proceeded  to  es- 

tablish themselves — one  pair  in  a  cocoanut  husk,  the  other  in  a  log  nest  (the 
log  nesters  of  my  previous  articles). 

Both  pairs  made  nests,  and  the  pair  in  the  cocoanut  husk  had  five  eggs 
which  had  been  incubated  about  10  days,  when,  in  an  evil  moment,  I  intro- 

duced three  pairs  of  Budgerigars  into  this  aviary,  providing  them  with  six 
husks  for  their  use,  and  placing  these  as  far  off  as  possible  from  the  Black- 
cheeks. 

One  morning  I  found  all  the  eggs  from  the  cocoanut  husk  pair  of 
Black-cheeks  on  the  floor  of  the  aviary,  and  one  of  the  cock  budgerigars  with 
a  severely  bitten  leg. 

The  obvious  conclusion  to  be  arrived  at  is  that  the  Budgerigars  "  fan- 
cied "  the  Black-cheek  husk — that  a  battle  royal  ensued  in  which  the  intru- 
ders got  severely  mauled,  and  what  is  of  more  consequence,  my  first  nest  of 

Black-cheeks  lost.  Of  course  I  at  once  removed  the  Budgerigars,  and  peace 
now  reigns. 

In  order  to  provide  accommodation  for  the  Budgerigars  I  was  obliged 
to  turn  a  miscellaneous  lot  of  finches  in  with  the  Black-cheeks,  and  they 

are  quite  a  happy  family.  Moral — Don't  put  Black-cheek  Lovebirds  and 
Budgerigars  in  the  same  aviary.  HAYWARD  W.  MATHIAS. 
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Month's  Arrivals. 

The  well  known  dealer,  A.  E.  Jamrach,  has  recently  had  quite  an  in- 
flow of  rarities  and  uncommon  species,  including  the  following  : — 

Victorian  Crowned  Pigeons.    Madagascar  Larger  Tree  Ducks  (D.  major). 
Nutcrackers.  Lear's  Macaw. 
Black-cheeked  Colies  Alpine  Choughs. 
Reddish  Egrets.  Red-cheeked  Colies. 

Maximillian's  Parrot.  Whisling  Herons  ( S.  cijanocephaJim ) 
Tufted  Ducks,  from  China  ( F.  crixtata). 

White-faced  Whistling  Ducks  (D.  iiidvata). 
Other  dealers,  DeVon,  Hamlyn,  Willson,  and  others,  are  offering  the 

following  among  others  : — 
Black  and  Red  Headed  Gouldian  Finches.    Wandering  Tree  Pie. 
Grass  Finches  in  variety.  Sulphury  Tyrant. 
Yellow-wing  Sugar  Birds.  Hooded  Siskins. 
Yellow-bellied  Troupial.  Peach-faced  Lovebird. 
Blue-bearded  Jays.  Greater  Blue  Shrike. 

Green  Glossy  Starlings.  St.  Thomas'  Conures. 
Long-tailed  Glossy  Starlings.  White  Quill  Dove. 

Blyth's  Starling.  Bleeding  Heart  Pigeons. 
Hume's  Mynahs.  Plumed  Ground  Doves. 

Claims  upon  our  space  compel  us  to  refrain  from  any  comment  on  the 
respective  species. 

Post-Mortem  Reports. 
(Vide  Rules). 

For  replies  hy  post,  a  fee  of  2s.  6d.  must  he  sent ;  this  rei/ii!aliii)i  irill  not  he 
hrokeii  under  any  condition. 

Post- Mortem  Reports  can  only  appear  i?i  next  issue  mhen  they  are  received 
hy  Mr.  Gray  prior  to  the  31st  of  any  month. 

Mr.  Gray  vnll  he  willing  to  examine  living  hirds  (including  poultry,  game, 
aviary,  and  cage-birds),  and  give  advice  as  to  the  treatment  of  any  disease  they 
may  have,  for  a  fee  of  5s.  each  bird,  the  owner  taking  all  risks  and  paying  the 
carriage  both  loays.   

Gouldian  Finch  <?  (Chas.  H.  Row).  Cause  of  death,  fatty  degenera- 
tion of  liver. 

White-Cheeked  Conure,  (Mrs.  Beatrice  CroysdaleJ.  Cause  of 
death,  inflammation  of  bowels. 

Gouldian  Finch,  <?  (Lady  Kathleen  Pilkington).  Cause  of  death, 
pneumonia. 

Violet  Tanager,  ?  (Lady  Kathleen  Pilkington).    There  were  some 

small  nodules,  resembling  fig-seed,  at  the  apices  of  lungs  and  root  of  bronchi. 

Answered  hy  Post.— The  Hon.  Lady  Harvey,  Mr.  H.  W.  Mathias,  Mrs. 
CunlifiEe,  and  Dr.  P.  Gosse  (Agouti).  ^  ̂   ̂ -.-rc, 

Henky  Gray,  M.R.C  V.S. 



Bird  Notes. 

1.  Bauer's  Parrakeet. 
2.  Indian  Nuthatch. 

Draioi  fniiK  /iriiig  apeciiiipns  in  .]fr.  Millauiii'a  rollectiiiii-bii  //.  ( ioodrliiJd . 



Bird  Notes. 

1.  Brown's  Parrakeet. 

2.  Benf^'al  Pitta. 

Drainii  from  liri/i;/  spi'.citnen>i  in  Mr.  ().  Millsinii's  i-nllcrtidti  /<//  //.  ( Inodrh ild . 
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The  Transfer  of  a  Choice  Collection. 

By  H.  GOODCHILD,  m.b.o.o. 

From  one  source  or  another,  most  of  our  I'eaders  will  have 
heard  of  the  fact  that  our  esteemed  member,  Mr.  0.  Millsum,  has 

departed  from  our  shores  to  take  up  special  duties  on  the  contin- 
ent. There  seems,  however,  to  be  some  misapprehension  as  to 

his  status,  as  his  object  and  position  have  been  somewhat  misrep- 
resented in  one  or  two  of  the  accounts  of  the  change  which  have 

appeared  in  print.  Mr.  Millsum,  who  is  going  into  the  special 
service  of  Mr.  Pauvvel,  of  Everberg,  near  Brussels,  will  take  the 
responsibility  for  the  welfare  of  upwards  of  forty  aviaries  of  one 
kind  and  another,  which,  when  completed,  will  contain  the  finest 
collection  of  liirds  in  the  world  ;  but  this  will  not  be  his  whole 

and  sole  interest  in  his  new  Surroundings,  as  he  will  at  least  keep 
in  touch  witli  his  old  friends  and  the  interests  they  have  in  com- 

mon with  himself  in  his  native  Britain.  At  the  beginning  of 

April,  I  had  the  pleasure  of  staying  several  days  under  his  hospit- 
able roof,  and  had  unlimited  opportunity  of  seeing  the  fine  series 

of  birds  which  is  to  be  added  to  the  already  superb  collection 
formed  by  Mr.  Pauvvel.  Some  of  these  birds  are  already  well 
known,  as  they  have  been  shown  in  public  at  the  various 

exhibitions  held  during  the  season  just  passed,  but  as  the  collec- 
tion includes  many  which  have  not  been  exhibited,  it  may  be  of 

interest  to  our  readers  in  general,  if  some  account  is  given  of  the 
rarer  or  more  beautiful  species. 

Foremost  amongst  them  stands  the  famous  Hunstein's  Bird 
of  Paradise,  the  only  one  the  general  public  has  ever  had  the 
opportunity  of  studying  at  close  quarters  outside  the  Zoo,  and  the 
only  one  at  all  that  I  remember  seeing  in  perfect  condition  and  in 
full  breeding  plumage.  Since  this  bird  was  last  exhibited  (at  the 

Crystal  Palace  in  February)  a  mate  has  been  found  for  it, 
and  I  had  the  rare  pleasure  of  seeing  a  pair  of  these  splendid 
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bivda  together,  iuul  moreover,  had  the  favour  of  having 
each  ill  turn  phiced  in  a  show  cage  so  that  I  could  see  the  detail 

to  iny  satisfaction.  As  a  coloured  plate  is  in  course  of  prepara- 
tion for  Bird  Notes  and  in  addition  the  bii-d  has  been  desci'ihed 

by  our  esteemed  editor,  for  the  benetit  of  tliose  who  had  not  the 

good  fortune  to  see  it,  I  forbear  to  (lescril)e  tlie  male  bird,  but  as 
the  female  has  not  been  described  in  our  magazine  that  I  know  of, 

I  may  give  it  a  few  words.  The  general  size  ami  shape  are  about 
the  same  as  those  of  the  male,  that  is,  somewhat  those  of  a  Starling, 

but  iicuvier,  \ml  she  has  none  of  the  plumes  or  "  furnishings " 
that  characterist^  the  male  bird.  General  colour,  nut  brown,  the 
lower  surface  l)eing  nearly  white  and  closely  liarred  with  brown 

markings.  The  beak  is  the  same  bluish  lilac  as  the  male's  and  the 
feet  also,  but  they  are  rather  deeper  in  hue. 

When  I  was  at  Swindon  (April  1st  to  6th  inclusive)  the 

male  Hunstein's  Bird  of  Paradise  had  already  begun  his  moult, 
and  on  the  third  day  of  my  visit,  he  cast  both  his  long  laterally 
curleii  tail  wires.  Nevertheless,  I  did  not  see  any  sign  of  his 
donning  any  plumage  other  than  that  we  had  seen  him  in  at  the 
Horticultural  Hall  and  the  Crystal  Palace.  The  female  bird  did 
not  seem  to  be  moulting  at  this  period  at  all. 

The  near  neighbour,  under  my  host's  roof,  of  the  Hun- 
stein's Birds  of  Paradise,  was  a  Goracias  or  Roller,  from  Celebes,  a 

beautiful  bird,  which,  when  it  opened  its  wings,  bore  a  resem- 
blance to  some  beautiful  tropical  butterfly.  This  particular  species 

resembles  the  Indian  Roller,  a  coloured  plate  of  which  appeared 
in  an  early  volume  of  BIRD  NOTES,  and  like  that  beautiful  species 

seems  conscious  of  its  beauty,  and  frequently,  while  I  was  study- 

ing its  beautiful  neighbours — the  Birds  of  Paradise — showed  its 
lovely  light  and  deep  blue  primaries,  by  drooping  its  wings  in  the 
same  way  that  I  had  seen  the  Indian  species  do.  At  my  request, 
drawings  were  made  which  I  hope  may  eventually  appear  in  our 
magazine.  To  be  seen  to  advantage,  such  a  bird  should  have  an 

open  flight,  and  tlien,  in  bright  sunlight,  it  would  display  its  lovely 
colours  while  taking  a  sun  bath. 

The  unfortunate  calamity  which  caused  the  death  of  the 

Black-winged  Lory,  left  Mr.  Millsum  undaunted,  and  his  series  of 

Ijollen-eating  birds  was  finer  on  the  occasion  of  my  last  visit,  than 
when  I  first  saw  them.  When  one  knows  that  Mr.  Pauvvel  takes 

especial  interest  in  Parrakeets,  one  does  not  wonder  that  Mr.  Mill- 
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siiiu  had  enriched  his  collection  witli  several  choice  species  of 

these  charming  and  lovely  tropical  birds.  Foremost  amongst 
them  for  beauty  may  be  placed  the  Hooded  Parrakeets 

{Psepholus  cucuUatus),  a  beautiful  pair  of  which  were  exhibited  by 
Mr.  Millsum  at  the  Horticultural  Hall  in  November  last.  At  the 

time  of  my  visit,  there  were  three  pairs  in  Mr.  Millsum's  care,  but 
1  believe  that  two  of  the  pairs  were  intended  for  another  of  our 

members — Mr.  Willford,  if  1  recollect  rightly.  They  seem  to  be 
uncommonly  delicate  l)irds,  and  despite  the  greatest  care  and 
attention,  one  of  the  female  birds  died  during  my  visit,  and 
another  looked  as  if  it  might  also  succumb.  There  was  one  pair 
however,  which  looked  to  me  to  be  in  the  pink  of  health  and 
condition,  and  this  particular  pair  had,  I  believe,  been  in  their 

owner's  care  for  a  considerable  time  but  were  eventually  to  enrich 
the  Everberg  aviaries. 

Several  specimens  of  Brown's  Parrakeet  {Platycercus  brownii) 
were  there,  and  as  with  the  Hooded  Parrakeets,  there  was  one  pair 
particularly  fine,  in  both  markings  and  condition,  and  one  of  this 
pair  appears  on  the  plate  which  accompanies  this  article. 

A  pair  of  Green-naped  Lorikeets,  in  faultless  condition 
were  amongst  the  birds  which  testified  to  the  valuable  qualities  of 

the  "  B.C."  food,  now  well-known  and  associated  with  the  name 

of  mj  host,  but  of  all  the  pollen-eating  species — the  "  brush- 
tongued  "  Lories  and  Lorikeets  of  the  ornithologist — the  species 
which  interested  me  most  was  the  "  Yellow-backed  "  or  Ceram 
Lory.  From  the  time  I  saw  these  birds,  in  the  possession  of  our 
esteemed  member,  Mrs.  K.  Leslie  Miller,  they  had  been  prime 
favourites  with  me,  and  although  something  of  the  glamour  had 

worn  off  these  birds,  as  a  species  new  to  me,  when  I  saw  the  speci- 
mens at  Swindon,  probably  if  I  had  had  my  choice  of  all  the  birds 

in  that  room,  the  Ceram  Lories  would  have  been  those  that  I 
should  have  chosen.  The  male  especially  was  a  beautiful  deep 

scarlet-breasted  fellow,  as  interesting  in  his  ways  as  these  charm- 
ing birds  generally  are  ;  they  have  been  well  called  the  monkeys 

of  the  parrot  tribe. 

Probably  the  most  "  out-of-the-way  "  bird  in  the  whole 
series,  was  the  Indian  Nuthatch,  a  smaller  and  deeper  coloured 
species  than  our  own,  and  quite  as  interesting  in  his  habits.  His 
cage  was  placed  right  in  the  middle  of  the  room  and  the  artificial 

lights  were  not  convenient,  but  with  his  characteristic  considera- 
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tion,  Mr.  Millsiim  arranged  a  lit-lit  to  illuiniiuitt'  the  Nuthatch's 
entire  c•d^^\  and  I  was  able  to  make  the  studies  for  the  plate  with 
satisfaction  and  ease  to  myself,  and  without  unchily  dist ui'hinf,' 
the  hii-d. 

One  of  the  rarest,  and  certainly  one  of  the  (h-ollest  species 
in  the  collection  was  the  Purple-cappetl  Loi-ikeet,  a  Southern 
Australian  species  only  recently  imported.  The  writer  had  an 
opportunity  (thanks  to  Mr.  R()l)l)ins)  of  studying  these  birds 

when  tliey  first  came  over,  but  at  Swindon  lie  had  a  better  oppor- 

tunity, as  the  birds  were  nearer  a  yood  liylit  ami  wei'e  now  fast  re- 
covering from  the  effects  of  importation.  We  saw  the  two  birds 

rolling  over  on  the  floor  of  the  cage,  playing  with  each  other  like 

puppies.  In  feeding  they  seemed  (juite  indifl'erent  to  the  attitudes 
they  were  in  and  fed  as  readily  when  hanging  head  downwards, 
as  wlien  in  a  normal  position. 

Their  opposite  neighbour  in  the  l)irdroom  was  a  specimen  of 

the  Bengal  Pitta(/'tff'i  b)-nehyura),;\ud  not  yet  in  the  condition  which 
we  usually  term  exhibition  condition,  but  in  good  health,  for  all 

that.  As  l)eing  an  ont  of  the  way  bird,  and  one  moreovei-  not  al- 

ways to  l)e  got  when  it  was  wanted  (as  an  "  Artist's  model  "  I  know 
to  my  cost),  I  took  the  opportunity  to  place  its  portrait  in  a  set 
which  was  to  be  fairly  representative  of  the  various  types  in  a 
choice  collection. 

The  last  of  the  four  birds  chosen  to  be  depicted  was  an  un- 

usually fine  specimen  of  Bauer's  Parrakeet.  Had  circumstances 
permitted,  this  particular  individual  undoubtedly  would  have 
cultivated  my  acquaintance  in  a  very  direct  manner  by  biting  me, 
for  it  made  decided  efforts  to  get  at  me  and  I  should  have  been 

sorry  for  myself  had  I  been  within  range  of  its  beak.  The  first 
individual  of  this  species  I  drew  was  very  friendly,  and  once  it 
had  got  to  know  one,  was  always  ready  to  greet  me  with  cheerful 

whistle  and  chirrup.  The  Swindon  bird  however,  though  excep- 
tionally good  in  colour  and  in  perfect  health,  did  nf)t  seem  a  good 

tempered  bird. 
Two  other  rare  and  choice  Parrakeets  were  specimens  of 

the  Blue-banded  Grass  Parrakeet,  olive  green  birds  with  a  blue 
ban  1  througli  the  lores.  These  were  shy  and  I  had  to  be  quiet 
when  drawing  them,  as  I  felt  sympathetic  for  such  gentle  looking 
and  seemingly  timid  little  creatures. 

*Many  Lorikeets,  the  Red-naped  especially,  indulge  in  the  same  frolics. — Ed. 
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Much  more  mi«ht  be  written  of  this  fine  collection  but  I 
must  reserve  further  remarks  until  our  next  issue. 

[To  be  continued.] 

The  Aviaries  and  Birds  at  Benham  Valence. 

By  Wesley  T.  Page,  F.Z.S.,  M.B.N.H.S. 
( Ciiiitinited  fraiii  pane,  100.) 

Plumbeous  Redstart  {KyaconiisfNligiDosus).  A  very 
fine  male  represents  this  si)ecies,  one  of  three  which  Capt.  Perreau 

brought  over  in  May,  1'.)()<S,  one  of  which  passed  into  my  posses- 
sion and  wliich  is  still  living.  It  is  also  known  as  the  Water 

Robin  and  Water  Redstart.  It  has  a  pleasing  robin-like  son^  and 
in  a  state  of  nature  captures  most  of  its  food  at  the  edge  of  run- 

ning water.  It  is  a  typical  Redstart  both  as  to  contour  and  motion. 
He  has  a  most  entertaining  way  of  flicking  his  tail  uj)  and  down 

and  also  opening  out  the  feathers  laterally  fan-wise,  and  is  a  fine 
example  of  perpetual  motion.  Its  plumage  is  plumbeous-blue, 
with  the  ui)per  tail  coverts  and  tail  deep  rufous-chestnut.  A  full 
account  (with  photo)  was  given  in  vol.  vii.  Bird  Notes  ante  page 
102. 

Grey-winged  Ouzels  {Ment/a  honlhoul)  -.  A  very  fine 
pair  in  excellent  condition,  which  were  also  l)rought  over  by  Capt. 
Perreau  and  certainly  judging  by  appearance  should  breed  this 

season — they  attempted  to  do  so  last  but  got  no  further  than  eggs. 
They  are  handsome  birds,  l)oth  male  and  female,  the  former  is  a 
fine  songster.  The  species,  however,  has  been  fully  descriljed  in 

Vols.  vii.  and  viii.  of  Bi)'(I  A^o/r.s,  to  which  I  must  refer  readers. 
There  are  few  birds  more  interesting,  attractive  or  hantlsome  than 
this  species,  however  gorgeous  their  apparel  may  l)e. 

Hermit  Thrush  {Tnrdus  pnllasi).  These  interesting 
and  beautiful  birds,  which  range  over  North  America,  are  very 
difficult  to  procure  now  owing  to  the  U.S.A.  bird  protection  laws, 
and  Mr.  Astley  is  indeed  to  be  congratulated  on  such  a  possession. 

The  upper  surface  is  warm  rust-brown,  the  under  surface  is  white 
with  dusky  areas  and  a  few  dark  brown  striations  ;  the  eye  is  large, 
very  l)eautiful  and  limpid.  I  cannot  do  l)etter  here  than  extract  a 

few  notes  from  Mr.  Astley's  account  of  this  species  in  the  "  Avi- 
cultural  Magazine  "  for  April, 
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"  I  am  quite  in  love  with  my  Hermits,  of  which  I  have  five,  (rracefulin 
"  their  movements,  they  are  also  extremely  fearless  and  s;entle,  as  well  as 
"apparently  hardy  in  captivity,  for  two  of  mine  have  passed  the  winter  in 
"  an  out-door  avairy,  and  I  have  seen  them  bathing  when  the  sun  was 
"setting  on  a  gloomy  afternoon  in  December  or  January.  They  keep 
"themselves  in  beautiful  condition,  looking  sleek  and  compact.  In 
"  Januarj'  one  commenced  to  sing,  of  course  he  sang  aot/o  voce,  but  there 
"  were  the  sweet  pure  tinkling  notes  and  stanzas  ;  short  stanzes  following 
"  quickly  one  upon  another,  yet  uttered  very  deliberately  ;  a  voice  quite 
"unlike  any  of  our  English  birds  As  a  single  cage  pet  I  can  imagine 
"  no  bird  more  charming  in  every  way.  They  are  very  steady  in  a  cage 
"and  do  not  knock  their  tail  feathers  about  as  is  so  often  the  case  with 
"  Nightingales." 

"  My  Hermits  are  fed  on  Mr.  P.  F.  M.  Galloway's  Mixture,  but  like  all 
"  insectivorous  birds,  fresh  insect  food  is  necessary  for  their  welfare  ;  not 
"  many  mealworms,  but  cockroaches,  gentles,  flies,  spiders,  wood  lice,  etc., 
"  and  also  fruit.  They  are  very  fond  of  grapes,  skinned  and  cut  into 
"  pieces,  which  can  be  mixed  with  their  every  day  food." 

Wood  Thrush  {Turdxs  mustch'nus)  A  very  beautiful 
and  attractive  species,  one  or  more  of  which  are  to  be  seen  at  the 

present  time  in  the  Western  Aviary  at  the  Zoo.  Mr.  Astley's  birds 
were  very  fit,  very  tight  and  clean  in  feather,  and  beautifully 

marked  specimens  of  a  lovely  species.  Like  T.  pallasi  it  is  a  N. 
American  species.  The  birds  were  very  tame  and  confiding, 

hopping  quite  close  to  you  when  in  the  aviary,  giving  ample  op- 

portunity for  observation.  From  "  North  American  Birds,"  by  J. 
Nehrling,  I  extract  the  following  account  of  their  wild  life  : 

"  It  is  found  chief  1}'  in  low  damp  woodlands  which  are  thickly  covered 
"  with  undergrowth,  and  prefers  for  settlement  the  shady  interior  to  the 
"  noisy  and  busy  neighbourhood  of  man.  Here  one  can  hear  the  wonder- 
"  ful,  flute  like  song  from  early  dawn  until  the  fall  of  the  evening  twi- 
"  light." 

"  In  the  mountains  of  North  Carolina  and  elsewhere,  it  loves  to  nest 
"  in  the  grand  evergreen  rhododendrons.  The  Wood  Thrush  rarely  appears 
"in  its  nothern  home  before  the  middle  of  May— often  some  days  later — 
"  at  the  time  when  the  first  flower-buds  open  upon  the  apple  trees." 

The  American  Robin  (Turdus  migratorius)  -.  This 
is  another  very  handsome  North  American  Thrush,  which  is  also 
known  as  the  Red-l)reasted  Thrush. 

It  is  a  very  beautiful  species,  witli  dark  ashy-grey  upper 
surface,  almost  black  at  the  top  of  the  head  ;  tliroat,  white  with 

black  striations  ;  breast,  rich  rufous-chestnut  :  abdomen  and 
under-tail  coverts,  white. 

This  species  nests  quite   readily  in  an  aviary  and  has 



The  Aviaries  and  Birds  at  Benha.m  Valence. 

129 

done  so  on  several  occasions  at  tlie  London  Zoo  and  successfully 

reared  the  young. 
Its  habits  and  general  demeanour,  when  taking  exercise  or 

foraging  for  food,  are  very  similar  to  those  of  our  indigenous 
Blackbird. 

Mr.  Astley's  birds  were  fine  and  well  marked  specimens  in 
exquisite  plumage,  with  not  a  feather  out  of  place. 

Blue  Birds  {Sialia  sinlis)  -.  How  a  sight  of  these  lovely 

birds  brings  back  to  one's  memory  the  times  when  they  were  com- 
paratively common  and  to  be  cheaply  obtained,  while  now,  alas,  if  a 

few  do  happen  to  leak  through,  almost  any  price  can  be  obtained 

for  them  by  their  fortunate  possessor.  They  are  equally  appreci- 
ated in  their  native  country.  Mr.  C.  W.  Beebe  has  written  more 

than  once  : 

"  That  to  write  of  these   birds  is  like  attempting  to  describe  the  face  of 
"  a  dear  friend,  and  that  in  the  latitude  of  New  York  they  are  to  be  met 
"  with  every  month  in  the  year — that  their  call  note  has  been  well  named 
"the  "  Violet  of  Sound." 

Several  of  our  members  have  bred  this  species,  though  I  never  got 

farther  than  newly-hatched  fledgelings,  but  it  is  twelve  or  more 
years  since  this  species  adorned  my  aviary.    They  specially  appeal 
to  the  aviculturist,  for  they  have  great  beauty  (bright  lazuline 
blue  above  and  reddish  chocolate  below),  are  good  songsters, 
ready  to  nest  and  readily  adapt  themselves  to  the  conditions  of 

aviary  life.    Mr.  Astley's  two  pairs  were  in  exquisite  condition — 
a  sight  to  feast  the  eyes  upon. 

Orange-headed  Thrush  (Geoeichhi  citr/ntfx)  Another 

uncommon  but  well-known  si)ecies,  of  great  beauty  and  in  pos- 

session of  all  those  traits  which  go  to  make  the  ideal  avi;iry  bii'd. 

Mr.  Astley's  two  true  pairs  and  an  odd  male  were  fit  and  in  beauti- 
ful feather.  This  species  has  proved  long  lived  at  the  London  Zoo, 

where  specimens  are  usually  to  be  seen  in  the  Western  Aviary. 

They  are  grand  songsters,  very  tame  and  confiding  and  not  diffi- 

cult to  cater  for — they  recjuire  some  good  insectile  mixture,  live 
insects  and  ripe  fruit. 

The  body  plumage  is  orange  with  the  wings  and  tail  dull 
blue. 

The  time  should  not  be  distant  when  this  fine  si^ecies 

should  be  bred  in  captivity,  and,  should  consider  Mr.  Astley  very 
likely  to  achieve  this  distinction  during  the  jiresent  season. 

Blub  Cuban  Mocking  Thrush:    Thrushes  are  favour- 
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ites  with  Mr.  Astley  and  this  species  is  a  large  handsome  bird, 
principally  hlue,  dnll  in  plumage  in  certain  lights  and  again  in 
others  really  brilliant.  I  did  not  hear  its  song,  but  Mr.  Astley 
informs  me  it  is  very  fine.  Even  as  a  single  bird  it  was  of  great 
interest  and  I  was  glad  to  have  the  opportunity  of  seeing  this 
species  alive  for  thv  first  time.  I  probably  have  seen  it  ))efore  at 
the  Zoo,  but  not  to  take  any  note  thereof. 

Rose-breasted  Grosbeaks  {fledi/meles  ludovicianus) . 

This  is  another  species  which  the  T'^.S.A.  bird  i)rotection  laws 
practically  exclude  from  importation.  It  was  never  common  in 
the  early  days  of  aviculture,  like  the  F^lue  Bird,  but  yet  could  not 

be  termed  rare,  and  most  ])rominent  aviculturists  of  the  "old 
school  "  have  kept  this  species,  but  in  those  days  aviculturists 
were  not  so  numerous  as  they  are  now.  It  is  a  typical  Grosbeak 
and  of  a  very  fine  appearance,  the  white  underparts  serving  to 

bring  out  and  enrich,  as  it  were,  the  bi-ight  rose-coloured  breast. 
The  l)irds  were  perfect  and  our  esteemed  member  will  have  our 
best  wishes  for  luck  in  breeding  this  species  during  the  breeding 
season 

Fairy  Blue  Bird  {Irena  turcosa):  The  brilliancy  of  the 

colouration,  etc.,  of  this  unicjue  pair  of  birds  simply  defy  descrip- 
tion. The  photo  which  appeared  in  our  last  issue  gives  a  general 

indication  of  form,  size  and  the  colour  arrangement — the  light 
areas  being  a  brilliant  glistening  blue,  and  the  dark  portion  rich 
velvety  black.  This  pair  of  birds  have  been  out  of  doors  all  the 
winter  ;  there  is,  however,  a  shelter  shed  (aviary  B)  with  hot 
water  service,  attached  to  their  flight.  One  is  at  a  loss  for  words 

to  fitly  eulogise  so  exquisite  a  species  ;  with  the  above  meagre 
notes  I  must  leave  it  to  the  imagination  of  my  readers.  If  any 
should  come  into  the  hands  of  our  members  (a  very  unlikely 
event  I  fear),  a  similar  dietary  to  that  given  in  the  paragraphs  on 
the  Hermit  and  Wood  Tlirushes  would  also  meet  the  needs  of  this 

species.  The  eye  of  this  species  is  very  beautiful-flashing  red, 
like  a  living  ruby,  is  about  the  best  expression  to  faintly  illustrate 

its  brilliance, — one  can  only  long  for  more  ai-rivals. 
Metallic  Starlings  {Cnlomi^  Dir/fd/im)  This  is 

another  unique  species  from  New  Guinen,  upon  which  one  might 
exhaust  all  the  supsrlatives  in  the  English  language  and  yet  not 
do  them  justice,  so  I  must  beg  the  question  with  the  following 

meagre  notes  :    A  tyi^ioal  Starling  in  foi'in,  the  male  clad  in  iri- 
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descent  dark  piarples  and  fjreens,  its  eye  is  red  and  glistens  like  a 

i'ul)y,  the  tail  is  narrow  and  pointed.  The  female  is  very  similar 
as  to  the  upper  surface,  but  not  so  lustrous  ;  her  under  surface  is 

pearly- white,  striated  with  black.  They  occupied  the  same  aviary 
as  the  Fairy  Blue  Birds.  An  attempt  was  made  to  secure  photos, 
but  the  final  result  was  very  poor,  owing  to  being  compelled  to 

take  them  against  the  light,  also  the  rapidity  of  the  bird's  movements 
made  it  impossible  to  give  a  sufficiently  lengthy  exposure,  com- 
patable  with  the  light  conditions,  consequently,  though  a  block 
has  been  made  we  are  not  using  it. 

I  must  now  pause  here  and  leave  the  many  other  interesting  species — 
Magpie  Tanagers,  Partridges,  Quails,  Guans  and  Trumpeter  Birds,  Great 
Bustards,  and  the  fine  series  of  water  fowl  for  notice  in  next  issue. 

To  be  concluded. 

Birds  in  and  about  the  Station  (Bakloh,  Punjab). 

By  G.  A.  Perreau,  F.Z.S. 
(Continued  from  page  109.) 

TITS. 

Tits  are  well  represented  in  the  deodar  zone  and  more  visits 
in  the  winter  would  probably  add  to  the  list. 

The  Indian  Grey  Tit  ( Pat^us  atriceps)  is  not  exactly  a  bird 
to  get  excited  about,  being  a  very  dingy  edition  of  a  Great  Tit, 
still  we  should  miss  him  as  he  is  the  only  Tit  that  sticks  to  Bakloh 
all  the  year  round. 

The  Green-backed  Tit  ( P.  monticola)  is  a  glorified  Great 
Tit,  a  trifle  smaller  but  far  brighter.  He  is  quite  common  in 
winter  in  the  Station,  arriving  earlier  and  staying  later  than  our 
only  other  Tit  visitor  the  Crested  Black  Tit.  He  and  the  Grey  are 
equally  adept  in  the  exasperating  art  of  catching  themselves  in  any 
sort  of  trap,  and  the  way  they  tangle  themselves  up  in  a  net  is 
annoying  to  put  it  mildly.  On  thinks  he  has  just  got  the  little 

brute  clear,  after  ten  minutes  manipulating  accompanied  by  many 
cuss  words,  and  then  one  gets  an  unexpectedly  sharp  dig  in  an 

exti-a  tender  place,  say  the  root  of  a  nail,  and  one  has  to  start  the 
game  all  over  again  with  warm  feelings  and  hands  blue  with  cold. 
Tits  seem  curious  beasts  as  regards  meating  off,  one  doing  well  and 
another  going  off  on  exactly  tlie  same  treatment.  I  took  one  home 
with  me  in  April,  li)08  ;  he  was  much  admired  with  me  and  with 
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our  J](litor,  into  whose  hands  he  passed.  In  the  first  instance  I 
only  kept  liim  as  a  call  bird  in  the  vain  liope  that  he  would 
attract  the  Black  Crested  Tit  ;  he  became  so  confiding  that  I 
thouglit  he  might  as  well  go  home  with  the  other  birds.  I  did 

not  then  realise  how  much  brighter  he  was  than  the  Gi'eat  Tit. 
After  seven  years  on  end  in  India  I  was  surprised  to  find  English 
birds  duller  and  larger  than  I  thought  they  were,  the  Blue  Tit  and 
the  Chaffinch  being  the  chief  offenders. 

The  Retl-headed  Tit  ( Acf/itJialiscus  erytlwocephaius)  is  a 
charming  little  mite,  which  I  have  only  seen  among  the  deodars, 

but  he  is  not  to  be  passed  by  with  a  mei'e  mention.  He  is  a 
prominent  member  of  the  hunting  parties  which,  to  me,  are  the 
chief  incentive  to  investigate  pure,  unmixed  deodar  forest. 

One  is  just  beginning  to  wonder  why  one  goes  to  such 

countries  for  bird-watching  when  a  little  twittering  is  heard  and 
the  party  soon  arrives.  Redheads  in  van,  flanks,  rear  and  main 
body.  In  a  good  party  one  will  probably  find  three  other  species 

of  Tit,  two  species  of  Nuthatch,  some  small  Warbler  beasts  (iden- 

tifying warblers  is  anathema  to  me).  Tree-creepers,  Goldcrests, 
with  several  species  of  Wood-peckers  pretending  to  be  only  spec- 
tatoi's.  A  few  Sibias  and  a  Laughing-Thrush  or  so  will  also  prob- 

ably be  seen,  but  their  skulking  habits  may  permit  them  to  escape 
observation.  The  small  fry  are  as  busy  as  can  be  and  take  little 

notice  of  one's  presence. 

It  is  cui'ious  how  hard  it  is  to  keep  up  with  a  party  for 
long.  In  spite  of  the  tameness,  and  continual  twittering,  they 
have  a  wonderful  knack  of  slipping  away  even  on  the  most  fav- 

ourable ground  for  human  feet,  which  it  genei-ally  is  not.  One 

has  to  give  it  up,  hoping  despondently  (to  be  Irish)  to  "  fluke  "  on 
them  again,  or  at  least  to  come  across  some  Black  and  Yellow 
Grosbeaks  (always  good  to  meet  with)  or  other  finch  beasts  to 
relieve  the  monotony  of  the  deodars.  Still,  even  if  one  has  no 
further  luck,  that  thirty  minutes  or  so  with  the  hunting  party  is 
something  to  remember,  and  it  is  quite  likely  that  one  tries  the 
deodars  again  at  the  next  opportunity. 

I  have  not  kept  the  Red-headed  Tit  nor  have  I  found  the  nest. 
Ovites  desci'ilies  it  as  a  round  l^all  of  moss,  liclien  and  roots  in  the 
branch  of  an  oak  or  deodar.  Their  general  habits  and  shapes  (Ijar 

the  long  tail)  remind  me  of  the  Long-tailed  Tit  at  home.    Top  of 
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heiui  and  nape,  chestnut  ;  face  and  throat  black,  with  eyebrows 
and  moustache  streak  white  ;  lower  plumage,  ferruginous  ; 

upper  plumage,  outside  i)art  of  wings  and  tail,  brown.  Length, 

4"2  ;  tail,  2  inches. 
The  Yellow-cheeked  Tit  {Machlolophus  .nipthogenys)  I  have 

only  seen  once  or  twice  "higher  up  "  in  summer.  It  is  a  very 
handsome  bird  of  the  P.  major  type  with  yellow  cheeks  and  a  long 

pointed  crest,  black  with  a  yellow  crest  to  it.  Length,  5'5  ;  tail, 
2-3. 

The  Crested  Black  Tit  {Lophuphanes  nielanoloi)]ius)  is  a 
fascinating  little  bird,  rather  of  the  Cole  Tit  type  with  a  crest.  It 
is  very  common  in  the  Station  during  the  winter  especially  in 
hard  weather,  but  I  found  them  diflBcult  to  trap.  I  only  caught 

one,  in  a  very  carefully  "  dressed  "  (i.e.  concealed  by  tying  on 
leaves,  &c.)  spring-net  trap  hung  up  in  a  medlar  tree.  Much  to 
my  astonishment,  considering  the  curiosity  of  most  Tits,  using 

him  as  a  call-bird  was  not  a  success,  rather  the  reverse,  as  he 
showed  his  contempt  of  the  low  profession  by  refusing  to  live. 
Head  and  breast,  black,  with  sides  of  the  face  and  a  patch  on  the 

nape,  white ;  rest  of  the  plumage,  iron-grey,  with  under  tail 

coverts  and  sides  of  the  body,  chestnut.  Length,  4'8  ;  tail,  17 
inches.    As  one  would  expect  it  nests  in  a  hole. 

The  Simla  Black  Tit  (L.  rufinuchalis)  very  like  the  above, 

and  the  Yellow-browed  Tit  {SylvipaniH  modrstus)  a  handsome 
bird  of  the  Great  Tit  type  but  smaller  and  slimmer,  would  also 
probably  be  met  with  in  the  deodars  in  winter. 

The  interesting  family  of  Crow  Tits  ( ParaduxornWdnne) 

I  regret  I  have  never  met,  they  come  from  much  further  south, 

and  I  only  mention  them  as  a  prize  that  the  inquisitive  and  acqui- 
sitive aviculturist  should  not  let  slip,  if  he  should  get  the 

chance  of  procuring  any  ;  very  little  is  known  of  their  habits,  etc. 
{To  he  continued.) 

Nesting  Notes,  1909— '10. 
By  Mark  Aronstein. 

Very  i)i'ol);ibly  the  following  notes  will  prove  of  interest  to 
my  fellow  members. 

Blue  Sugar  Birds  {Dacnis  cayana).  I  have  had  a  Blue 

Sugar  Bird  (  ?  )  iiying  loose  in  my  aviary  for  the  past  four  years  ; 
she  has  built  her  nest  regularly  each  year,  mostly  in  a  Hartz 
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travelling  cage,  laying  three  or  four  eggs,  which  are  heavily 
mottled  with  brown  at  the  larger  end,  and  only  slightly  so  at  the 
other  end.  What  becomes  of  the  eggs  I  cannot  say,  they  have 
regularly  disapj^eared. 

Last  September  I  was  fortunate  enough  to  obtain,  what  I 

took  to  l)e,  a  male  Blue  Sugar  Bird  from  a  well-known  dealer.  It 
was  freshly  imported  and  in  the  usual  unsatisfactory  condition. 
I  kept  him  in  strict  quarantine  for  a  few  months,  till  I  considered 

it  was  safe  to  tui'ii  him  into  the  aviary. 

This  year  history  ajipears  to  be  repeating  itself — though  up 
to  the  present  the  weather  here  has  been  (juite  severe.  About  the 
middle  of  the  month  (April),  I  noticed  the  hen  was  very  anxious 
to  nest,  but,  although  there  is  always  plenty  of  nesting  material  in 
the  aviary,  she  did  not  seem  satisfied  with  same,  but  as  soon  as  I 

put  in  some  coco-nut  fibre  there  was  a  great  change  ;  she  became 
busy  and  active  at  once,  promjitly  commencing  l)uilding  operations, 

soon  completing  her  nest  which  she  lined  with  cow-hair.  The 
nest  was  built  in  a  Hartz  travelling  cage  and  four  eggs  were  duly 
laid.  I  removed  one  and  put  it  under  a  Canary  as  I  was  anxious 

to  know  if  they  were  fertilized  and  this  morning  (April  24th)  I 

found  that  it  was  fertile.  An  examination  of  the  Sugar  Bird's 
nest  revealed  but  one  egg,  which  was  fertile — what  became  of  the 
other  two  was  a  mystery.  These  are  due  to  hatch  out  about 

Tuesday  next.  May  3rd,  and  I  am  hoping  one  or  both  will  be 
reared. 

CROSS  MATING. 

Cakdinals.  I  have  a  Red-crested  Cardinal  paired  up  with 
a  Green  {Paroaria  cucnUata  x  Gubcrnatrix  cristata).  The  nest 
is  built  and  I  am  expecting  to  find  eggs  any  day.  Three  years  ago 

the  Red-crested  paired  up  with  a  Pope  Cardinal  and  three  chicks 
were  hatched  out,  but  unfortunately  none  were  reared. 

Siskins.  Last  year  I  successfully  l)red — in  a  cage  17^  in. 

long  X  23  in.  high — five  hybrid  Siskins,  viz.,  Brazilian  Black- 

headed  x  British  Siskin  (C/irijKDiiiifj'is  irfcrica  x  Carduclis 
spinits).  There  were  three  nests — one  in  April,  another  in  June, 
and  the  third  in  August.  Five  young  were  fully  reared,  all  hens. 

They  wei-e  mainly  reared  on  dandelion  buttons,  canary,  spray 
millet,  niger,  teasel  and  hemp  seeds. 

This  year  two  of  the  hyl)rid  hens  (all  I  have  retained)  are 

at  present  paired  with  a  colour-feel  British  Siskin  :  they  have 
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built  ill  a  Hurtz  t i-iivellin,i>  caHe,  two  eggs  were  laid.  One  of  these 
was  killed  hy  tiie  other  Siskins,  as  I  saw  them  fighting,  but  did 
not  think  it  suttieiently  serious  to  call  for  interference.  I  do  not 
take  much  notice  of  fighting  in  the  breeding  season. 

1  am  sending  you  the  l)ird  and  nest  as  I  think  it  may 

interest  you.*  I  iiavc  put  the  two  eggs  untler  a  Canary  this 
morning  (April  24). 

Bearded  Tits  {/'((nHnt^i  hidniiicKs  \_Lin)i~\.  ).  1  had  a 
couple  of  Bearded  Tits  liatelied  out  last  year,  these  lived  to  l)e  a 

week  old,  when  unfortunately  1  found  the  male  parent  dead — it 
lookeil  very  nnieli  as  if  he  had  been  poisoned — and  the  young 
were  of  course  starved  to  d(>ath. 

[  *  The  body  was  rather  "  high  "  when  it  arrived  and  after  a  passing 
glance,  had  to  send  it  off  very  hurriedly  to  the  taxidermist ;  the  impression 
gathered  was,  that  it  was  of  a  warmer  hue  generally  than  the  female  of  our 
indigenous  species,  the  striations  of  the  under  surface  much  less  distinct  and 
has  the  rump  and  upper  tail  coverts  bright  yellow,  but  I  shall  refer  to  them 
again  when  skin  is  to  hand.  The  nest  was  a  neat  construction,  cup-shaped, 
about  4i  in.  outside  diameter,  the  cup  being  about  2  in.  diameter  by  Ij  in. 
deep.   It  was  constructed  of  stiffish  bents  and  lined  with  cocoa-nut  fibre.  Ed.] 

Foreign  Birds. 

By  Wesley  T.  Page,  F.Z.S.,  etc. 
( ciintiiiiipd  from  pai/e  74). 

CHAPTER  IIP—TANAGRID.E. 

This  family  includes  many  of  the  most  popular,  as  well  as  some 
of  the  most  gorgeous  of  Neotropical  birds.  Varied  es  their  colour 

range  is — covering  as  it  does  nearly  every  tint  of  the  rainbow- -their 
size  and  characteristics  are  equally  so,  for  they  may  be  said  to  range 
in  size  from  (to  use  a  familiar  comparison)  a  Blue  Tit  to  a  Song 

Thrusli.  Tanagers  are  fruit-eating  Finches,  and  on  accoimt  of  their 
beaks  terminating  in  a  little  tootii,  have  been  designated  by  Dr. 
Sclater  dentirostal  Finches.  The  small  tocth  at  the  end  of  the  beak  is 

of  great  value  to  this  family,  enabling  tliem  to  scoop  out  large  niouth- 
fuls  of  soft  fruit,  which  forms  the  major  portion  of  their  diet.  This 

feature  is  practically  common  to  the  whole  family — however  it  is 

practically  absent  in  Chlorochrysa  and  Ati'emon-  while  the  extent  of 
the  development  of  this  feature  in  the  various  genera  is  very  variable. 

*  As  a  matter  of  convenience  I  am  dealing  with  the  family  Ttuimjridce 
not  in  its  proper  sequence,  as  it  should  follow  after  CCEREBIDiE,  therefore 
Chapter  III.  precedes  Chapter  II. 
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"A. 

"B. 

By  the  vviiy,  it,  will  be  best  if  I  state  here  that  I  propose  iidop- 
tiiig  the  nometiclature  of  the  British  Museum  Catalogue  throughout 
this  series. 

This  family  is  divided  into  six  siib-lamilies,  of  which  the 
following  key  is  reprinted  in  extcnso  from  Vol  XL  of  the  British 
Museum  tVitalogue. 

Key  to  the  Sul)-famdies. 
Bill  very  short,  mucli  broadened  at  the 
base  ;  upper  mandible  hooked,  slightly 
notched  ;  wings  long  ;  first  three  prim- 

aries nearly  equal  and  longest  ;  tail 
moderate."   I.  PROCNIATIN^. 
Bill  short,  swollen  at  base,  but  not  so 
much  broadened  ;  uj)])er  mandible 
hooked  with  a  terminal  notch  and  usual- 

ly two  or  three  slight  serrations  behind 
it  ;  wings  moderate  ;  first  three  prim- 

aries nearly  equal  and  longest ;  tail  very 

short  ;  tarsus  short."   II.  EUPHONIIN^. 
Bill  more  lengthened,  subulate,  with  a 
single  terminal  notch  (sometimes  obsol- 
lete  on  the  upper  mandible  ;  tail  moder- 

ate ;  tarsus  moderate."    III.  TANAGRIN^. 
Bill  straight,  stout ;  terminal  hook 
strong,  no  medium  tooth  ;  gonys  straight ; 
tail  modei'ate  ;  feet  large,  claws  strong 
and  sharp."    IV.  LAMPROTIN^. 
Bill  much  lengthened  and  compressed, 
with  a  slight  terminal  notch  ;  tail  moder- 

ate or  long  ;  tarsus  rather  short."   V.  PHGENICOPHILINiE. 
Bill  short,  stout,  conical,  Friugilline, 
terminal  notch  sometimes  obsolete  ; 
wings  rather  short  than  in  Taiiagrhia:  ; 
tail  usually  moderate,  sometimes  elon- 

gated."   VI.  PITYLINiE. 
Before  proceeding  to  describe  the  species  of  the  first  sub-family, 

I  thiuk  the  best  course  will  be  to  deal  with  the  dietarx'  of  the  whole 
fairily,  only  referring  thereto  again  when  dealing  with  suc'i  species  as 
require  some  special  treatment. 

Their  diet  in  a  slate  of  nature  may  be  briefly  .summed  up  as, 
fruit,  buds  and  insects.  In  captivity  they  are  not  difficult  to  cater  for, 

and  their  "  bill  of  fare"  may  be  said  to  consist  of  soft  food  ndxture, 
ripe  fruit  and  insects,  and  with  some  species  a  little  seed  (this  will  be 
indicated  when  describing  the  species),  and  milk  sop. 

The  chief  difficulty  with  this  family  as  a  whole  is  the  debilitated 

"C. 

"D. 

'E. 

"F. 
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and  sonietinies  inlpctetl  condition  in  which  they  reach  the  aviculturist 
from  the  various  sources  of  supply,  and  great  care  must  be  exercised 

in  introducing  new  purchases  among  established  stock-  strict  quaran- 
tine must  be  enforced  for  several  weeks,  or  some  contagious  disease 

may  be  introduced  and  practically  tlie  whole  stock  rapidly  succumb. 
This  is  serious  fact  as  some  of  our  members  know  to  their  cost,  so  I  re- 

peat never  neglect  quarantine.  Once  established,  most  of  the  species 
are  fairly,  some  very,  long-lived  on  a  suitable  diet.  During  the  critical 
stage  of  getting  new  importations  over  the  hardships  of  the  voyage, 
etc.,  I  have  found  milk  sop  a  valuable  adjunct  with  nearly  all  species 
It  sliould  be  prepared  from  either  fresh  or  condensed  milk,  crumbled 

biscuit  or  sponge  cake,  vvitli  a  little  of  either  Mellin's  food  or  Scott's 
Emulsion  added. 

Soft  Food  Mixture  (Insectile  Mixture).  The  various  recipes  are 

legion — several  of  our  members  have  reliable  mixtures  on  sale  —notably 
0.  Alillaum,  P.  F.  M.  Galloway,  J.  Frostick,  and  others. 

For  a  home  made  mixture,  some  kind  of  biscuit  mejil  should  be 

used  as  a  base- say  two  parts,  to  this  add  one  part  each  fine  ground 

crisscl,  find  ground  silk-worm  pupie,  ants'  cocooms,  and  banana  meal, 
or  Mr.  Millsum's  "  H.C'."  Food.  Now  as  regards  the  base  of  the  mix- 

ture 1  "  ring  the  changes  "  on  Partridge  Meal,  Game  Meal,  Chicken 
Meal,  Cod  liver  Oil  and  Cage  Bird  Food — thus  securing  a  frequent 
change  for  the  various  occupants  of  my  aviaries  and  cages.  To  be 

quite  clear,  I  may  say  I  usually  mix  iibout  35  lbs.  at  a  time  (five  weeks' 
supply,  and  it  is  roughly  as  follows  :— 

7  lbs.  Spratts'  Cod-liver  Oil  and  Cage  Bird  Food,  7  lbs.  ants'  cocoons, 
3i  lbs.  fine  ground  crissel,  3i  lbs.  Partridge  Meal,  7  lbs.  dried  flies  or  PupaB 
Meal,  and  7  lbs.  Banana  Crystals  (Banana  meal  would  answer  the  purpose). 
Mix  the  whole  thoroughly  well  together  and  it  will  keep  indefinately  in  any 
dry  place. 

For  use  take  the  daily  portion,  make  crumbly  moist  with  boil- 
ing water,  and  then  stir  in  a  larger  or  smaller  portion  of  crumbled 

sponge  cake  according  to  the  species  kept. 

Fi-u'it :  Almost  any  kind  may  be  given  that  is  in  season,  it 
should  be  fully  ripe  but  not  rotten.  I  am  not  enamoured  with  orange, 

save  as  a  variety  with  other  fruits  —  banana,  apple,  and  grapes,  I 
make  my  mainstay  and  give  any  English  fruit  in  season  as  well. 
I  do  not  care  for  it  (orange)  as  the  sole  fruit  diet  of  any  species,  while  it 
is  in  season,  and  do  not  so  supply  it  save  in  the  case  of  such  that  will 

practically  take  no  other  kind  I  supply  it  (oiange)  regularly  all  the 
year  round  to  my  birds,  but  not  in  such  quantities  as  the  other  kinds 
enumerated  above. 
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imects:  Mealwi)rnis  .ind  gentles  will  have  to  be  tbe  mainstay,, 
especially  in  the  winter  months,  but  during  the  other  portion  of  the. 

year — coc^kvoaches,  beetles,  plant  lice,  live  ants'  cocoons,  smooth  cater- 
pillars, spiders,  aiui  almost  any  form  of  garden  pest,  with  their  larvae 

and  pupsp,  that  are  available  If  you  are  anywhere  near  a  hedgerow  or 
an  open  common,  then  a  few  minutes  witli  an  entomological  sweeping 
net  in  the  early  morning,  will  give  your  birds  a  rare  feast,  if  they  are 
in  an  aviary  it  means  simply  turning  out  the  contents  of  the  net  en 
masse  leaving  the  birds  to  help  themselves. 

When  kept  in  cages,  these  should  be  roomy  and  the  perches 

(natural  brandies  for  preference)  should  be  of  varying  thickness — no 
cage  for  a  vivacious  Tanager  sliould  be  less  than  2ft.  long. 

The  quality  of  the  diet  must  be  regulated  according  to  the 
demeanour  of  the  birds — our  feathered  friends  must  be  studied  indi- 
viduaJh/  and  treated  accordingly.  It  is  not  the  large.it  species  that  calls 
for  the  largest  cage  or  the  most  nutritious  diet. 

Sub  Family  i. :  PUOCNIATINiE. 

This  consists  of  but  one  genus  with  one  species  and  two  sub- 
species ;  it  is  questionable  if  the  two  latter  are  distinct,  the  differences 

being  mainly  that  of  size,  in  which  respect  the  species  is  very  variable. 
T  do  not  think  it  has,  as  yet,  been  imported  alive  into  this  country, 
certainly  I  have  never  seen  a  living  specimen.  I  may  slightly  digress 
here  and  say,  that  as  we  proceed  it  will  be  seen  what  a  large  number 
of  species  of  the  Family  Tanagridce  yet  remain  to  be  introduced  to 
English  aviculture. 

The  Turquoise  Tanager  (Proenias  tersa).  This  beautiful 

species  is  very  Swallow-like  in  form  -the  skin  gives  some  idea  of  its 
great  beauty  as  will  be  gathered  from  the  description,  but  is  far 
removed  (almost  beyond  conception)  from  what  the  living  beauty  of 
this  feathered  gem  must  be. 

Description  {3  )  General  body  colouring,  bright  turquoise- 
blue  ;  wings  and  tail,  black,  with  nearly  the  wiiole  of  the  feathers 

edged  with  turquoise-blue  ;  forehead,  sides  of  the  face  and  throat,  deep 
velvety  black  ;  middle  of  abdomen  and  ventral  region,  pure  white  ; 
sides  of  body  blue,  barred  witii  black  ;  bill,  black  ;  legs  and  feet,  dark 
brown.    Total  length,  6  inches,  of  which  the  tail  measures  barely  2\. 

Female  :  Differs  from  the  male.  Upper  surface,  rich  green  ; 

wings  and  tail,  brownish-black,  most  of  the  feathers  with  bright  green 
margins ;  under  surface,  green,  barred  with  yellow  transversley  ; 
middle  of  abdomen  and  ventral  regions,  pale  yellow  ;  throai,  greyish 

and  speckled  ;  bill,  plumbeous  ;  legs  and  feet,  dark  brown. 

I 
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Hdb. :  South  America  from  Columbia  down  to  Bolivia  and  S. 

Brazil  (B.M.C.,  Vol.  xi.). 
Sub.  family  ii.  EUPHONII^. 

This  consists  of  !mv  genera,  viz.,  Chlorophonia  (a),  Euphonia 

(33),  Hypophcea  (1),  PyrrhupJionia  (1). 
Key  to  the  Genera  (B.M.C.  Vol.  xi;. 

"A.    Upper  mandible  with  a  terminable  notch  Chldroplidiiia. 
"     a.  Plumage,  bright  green   Euphitnia. 

h.  Plumage,  mostly  black  and  yellow   

■■  P.    Upper  mandible  without  any  terminal  notch  
"     c.  Tail,  rather  long  Ilf/popfui'a. 
"     d.  Tail  short  (as  in  Euphonia)  Pi/n  liupho/iia." 

Many  of  the  species  of  this  sub-family  are  well  known  to 
aviculture  and  consist  of  some  of  the  most  beautiful  of  a  gorgeous  and 
regal  family,  yet  there  are  quite  a  number  of  the  genus  Euphonia  not 

yet  known  to  aviculture  —several  species,  new  to  aviculture,  have  been 
recently  brought  over  from  the  West  Indies  by  our  esteemed  member, 
Mr.  A.  Sutcliffe  to  which  I  shall  refer  in  due  course,  but  for  this  issue 
I  have  reached  the  limit  of  space. 

{To  be  continued.) 

Note  :  The  figures  in  parenthesis  denote  immber  of  species. 

A  Holiday  in  the  West  Indies. 
By  a.  Sutcliffe. 

(Continued  from  page  107). 

I  regret  to  say  the  photo  of  the  Vulture  in  our  last  issue  was 

described  as  that  of  the  Turkey  Vulture,  whereas  it  is  the  Com- 
mon Black  Vulture,  the  photo  was  taken  at  Fort  of  Spain,  Trinidad. 
My  case  of  skins,  photos,  etc.,  has  arrived,  and  I  can  now 

(luote  from  notes,  many  of  which  were  taken  on  the  spot.  After 
being  practically  prisoners  for  seven  days,  during  which  time  it 
was  raining  as  I  have  never  seen  it  rain  in  England,  even  during 
thunderstorms  ;  we  were  pleased  to  be  able  to  venture  out,  and  as 
one  will  readily  understand  I  was  eager  to  have  a  look  round. 

After  a  few  days  spent  in  and  around  Kingston,  my  friend  sug- 
gested a  trip  to  Newcastle,  the  Hill  station  of  the  White  Troops, 

situated  on  the  Blue  Mountains  about  20  miles  from  Kingston,  and 
some  4,000  feet  above  the  level.  We  thought  the  best  means 
of  travelling  would  be  by  horse  vehicle,  and  we  therefore  hired  a 
pair  horse  buggy,  and  set  out  after  breakfast,  but  were  soon  in 

difficulties.    The  water  was  still  pouring  down  the  mountains,  and 
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makiiif^  the  roads,  whicli  wei-e  not  entirely  washed  away,  almost 
impassable  :  many  of  tliem  we  eventually  found  had  entirely  dis- 

appeared. We  almost  lost  our  vehicle  early  on,  and  two  or  three 

times  had  to  cross  swiftly  flowing  miniature  rivers,  where  pre- 
viously there  had  been  a  good  road,  but  of  which  tlier(^  was  now 

no  trace.  We  had  some  amusing  incidents  (see  photos),  and  once 
we  were  literally  in  the  mud,  and  had  some  difficulty  in  getting 
out.  It  would  not  have  been  so  bad  if  tlie  washing  away  of  the 
roail  had  been  uniform.  At  one  time  you  would  have  one  wheel 

almost  high  and  dry,  and  the  other  in  thn^e  feet  of  mud  and  water. 
Eventually  the  vehicle  was  smashed  up,  and  left  a  total  wreck.  As 

you  will  imagine  during  this  journey  1  liad  no  time  to  look  foi- 
birds,  and  when  we  landed  at  our  Hotel  we  were  ready  for  a  bath. 

Dui-ing  the  next  three  days  we  had  a  quiet  time,  and  then  decided 
to  have  another  try  to  reach  Newcastle.  This  time  we  set  out  on 
polo  ponies,  very  sure  footed  little  animals,  and  although  of  the 
lean  kind,  are  capable  of  far  greater  exertions  than  ours.  As  we 

gradually  left  the  lowlands,  where  there  were  a  few  Finches,  many 
birds  were  to  be  seen,  the  butterflies  were  busy  visiting  the 
flowers,  and  there  were  many  birds  on  the  lower  reaches  of  the 
Hills  :  mostly  doves,  plovers,  etc.  One  dainty  little 
creature  was  the  Orange  and  Black  Warbler,  a  beautiful  bird  with 

very  similar  actions  to  our  Lesser  Whitethroat.  The  Long- tailed 
Humming  Birds  [Trochilas  pulytmm)  were  very  common.  They 
are  very  beautiful  as  they  move  about  in  the  bright  sunshine. 
The  two  outer  tail  feathers  are  7  inches  long,  plumage  mostly 
black,  green  and  gold.  They  make  a  very  flue  show  as  they  flit 
from  flower  to  flower,  and  were  mostly  seen  on  a  bushy  flowering 
shrub  named  Began villia,  which  is  usually  found  growing  on 

fences,  verandahs,  trees,  etc.,  and  is  very  effective  with  its  masses 
of  flowers. 

*Banana  Birds  {Icterus  Icaco'pU'njx)  were  fairly  numerous  at 
an  altitude  of  1,000  feet.  They  are  pretty  birds  ;  their  principal 
colours  are  black,  yellow  and  white.  They  are  similar  in  build  to 
a  Hangnest,  but  not  so  large,  and  in  company  with  Blue  Quits 

{Eupltoti  id.  j<(,inaica)  a  small  Tanager,  with  blue  upper,  and  yellow 

undei'parts,  were  feeding  on  a  fruit  called  Guava,  which  is  about 
the  size  of  a  walnut  with  a  yellowish  skin  and  pink  inside,  very 
similar  in  formation  to  a  Gooseberry  ;  the  bushes  grow  about  seven 

*  Pi/rrliii/tlin/iid  JiiJiiaica. — B.M.C.,  En. 
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The  Second  Start. 

/'ho/n.  /»/  A.  Siifr/ifc. 

Repairing  the  Roail. 

Incidents  of  a  trip  from  Kingston  (Jamaica)  to  Newcastle. 
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feet  hiyh,  and  tlu' fruit  on  the  tree  looks  like  small  apples  at  a  dis- 
tance. 

1  s;iw  several  Riit'ons-throated  Tana.yers  {(j  loMiptif'i 
nijirol/is),  but  what  they  were  feedin.^  on  I  could  not  ascertain 

owin^-  to  their  wilduess,  the  Doves  were  also  very  numerous,  and 
their  cooin.y  decidedly  mournful  and  weird. 

A  Thrush,  named  Hopping"  Dick  {Mcniht  /t'linu/nnjs)  was  to  be 
seen,  mostly  amonyst  the  Pimento  Trees,  and  with  its  reddish- 

yellow  beak  and  leus,  reminds  one  very  much  of  our  familiar  Black- 

bird, it  has  a  very  fine  song.  The  (ireen  'J'ody  {Tudu.i  ni-'ulis) 
was  here  and  tliei-e  met  with  sitting  on  a  bi'anch  frog-like,  with 
head  pointed  upwards,  and  plumage  puffed  out  ;  their  shining 
green  plumage  with  scarlet  throat  patch  makes  them  very  pretty 

little  creatui'es.  Every  now  and  again  they  take  a  short  sharp  flight 
of  a  few  feet,  returning  to  the  same  pei"ch  after  catching  the  insect, 
in  a  similar  manner  to  our  Spotted  Flycather,  and  to  see  one  waiting 

for  an  opportunity  to  catch  an  insect,  makes  you  think  something 
has  gone  wrong  with  the  works,  as  the  position  they  adopt,  is  one 
of  a  mopy  bird.  If  you  approach,  however  quietly,  you 
will  notice  their  large  eyes  are  carefully  watching  you  ;  they  allow 
you  to  come  within  a  few  feet,  and  they  can  be  caught  with  a  hand 
net.  When  disturbed  they  fly  to  another  tree,  and  resume  the 
squatting  attitude  again.  Their  food  appears  to  be  all  taken  on  the 
wing,  and  they  build  in  banks,  but  I  was  not  fortunate  enough  to 
find  a  nest.  Another  very  interesting  little  bird,  frequenting  the 
same  locality,  was  the  Ant  Eater,  a  Creeper,  striped  all  over  black 
and  white.  This  bird  crawls  on  the  tree  trunks,  in  a  jerky  manner, 
and  feeds  principally  on  ants  and  small  insects  found  on  the  bark. 

The  Blue  Quits  were  very  busy  searching  the  Pimento  trees, 

practically  in  hundreds,  and  making  a  lively  little  twitter  as  thej'' 
foraged,  in  a  manner  very  much  like  our  Great  Tit.  I  also  saw 
the  Cotton  Tree  Sparrow  or  Black  Bullfinch,  a  bird  which  in  size 

and  build  is  almost  a  counterpart  of  our  Bullfinch.  General  i)]um- 
age  black  with  rust-red  throat  an<l  under  tail  coverts  ;  the  hens  are 
easily  distinguished  from  the  cocks  by  their  browner  plumage, 
and  less  brilliant  throat  patch.  I  saw  several  kinds  of  Hawks  and 
a  very  fine  Heron  which  1  could  not  identify,  but  tlie  plumage 
looked  chiefly  black  and  orange  yellow,  at  a  distance. 

As  we  gradually  climlied  the  mountain  roads,  which  were  in 

some  places  entirely  washed  away,  the  birtls  were  of  a  ilitt'erent 
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kind  ;  for  instance,  the  Glass  Eye  (Merula  jamaicensis),  a  thrush 
with  eyes  like  julass,  became  fairly  common  about  3,()U0  feet  up, 
they  much  resemble  our  Redwing  in  action,  appearing  to  feed 
more  on  berries  than  insects,  and  are  usually  seen  in  the  trees  and 

not  much  on  the  ground.  Gosse,  in  Birds  of  Jamaica,"  says  he 
has  never  found  any  animal  substance  in  the  stomach  of  tliis 
species,  although  he  examined  several  ;  it  is  also  called  the 

Shine-eye  or  Fish-eye. 
We  now  came  to  a  part  of  the  road  which  was  entirely 

washed  away,  and  with  a  sheer  rise  of  ">()  feet  on  one  side  and  a 
gully  of  greater  depth  on  the  other  side  ;  we  were  compelled  to 
make  a  halt,  and  send  to  Newcastle  for  help,  to  enable  ns  to  get 
the  ponies  over  the  road,  and  with  the  aid  of  a  few  soldiers,  we 
soon  made  the  road  sufficiently  safe  to  lead  the  ponies  across,  imd 
I  was  very  pleased  indeed  when  I  got  my  pony  over  safely. 

(I'd  be  continued.) 
*  This  name  is  used  rather  promiscuously  for  many  species  in  the  West  Indies.  Ed. 

The  Birds  of  Gambia. 

By  E.  HOPKINSON.  D.S.O..  M.A.,  M.B. 
(Conihiued  fnim  p.  115.) 
MEROPIDAE. 

The  BEE-EATERS  are  smaller  and  more  graceful  birds  than  their 
cousins  the  Rollers,  and  like  them  are  common  all  over  Africa.  From  their 
name  one  would  su])]iose  that  their  chief  food  would  consist  mainly  of  bees, 
but  many  of  them,  particularly  the  Red  and  the  Dwarf  Bee-eaters,  seem  to 
feed  largely  on  other  kinds  of  insects.  We  have  in  the  Gambia  representa- 

tives of  the  three  genera  Dicrocercus,  in  which  the  tail  is  deeply  forked, 
Melittophagus  with  square  tails,  and  Merops  whose  tails  are  square  but  have 
the  two  central  feathers  prolonged  to  an  inch  or  more  beyond  the  rest. 

Dicrocercus furcatus.    SWALLOW-TAILED  BEE-EATER. 
Raiir/e.  West  Africa,  Senegambia  to  (raboon  ;  North-east  Africa.  (ff.L.) 
Green  above  shading  into  blue  on  the  rump  ;  tail  blue  washed  with 

green  and  tipped  with  white  ;  below  throat  yellow  remainder  of  under 
snrface  green  ;  vmder  surface  of  wings  chestnut  :  bill  black  ;  legs  brown  ; 
iris  le  1.    Length  about  8|  inches. 

I  do  not  think  that  this  can  be  a  common  species  here  ;  the  few  I  have 
seen,  easily  recognisable  by  their  tails,  have  been  odd  ones  (I  should  think  on 
migration),  at  Cape  St.  Mary  and  other  places  in  Kombo  along  the  sea- 
coast. 

Of  the  next  genus  there  are  four  species  which  shonld  be  founil  in  the 
Gand-iia  ;  of  these  I  know  I  wo  well. 
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Melitlnphniris  pii^illHs.    DWARF  HEE-1<:ATKR. 
Ratiije.    West  Africa,  Senej,'iiml)ia  to  Camerooiis.    ( ILL.) 
Very  common  everywhere.  They  are  not  nearly  such  haunters  of  the 

river's  edge  are  most  of  our  Bee-eaters,  but  with  us  are  generally  found  in 
the  dried  uj)  swani])s,  where  one  often  comes  across  flocks  of  lA)  or  more, 
flitting  about  and  busily  engaged  in  the  capture  of  flies  and  other  insects 
Just  before  sunset  one  often  finds  a  patch  of  tall  grass  or  reeds  absolutely 
full  of  these  pretty  little  birds  hanging  on  to  the  dry  yellow  stems,  against 
which  they  are  most  conspicuous  either  when  their  green  backs  or  yellow 
black-marked  under  surfaces  are  towards  one  ;  at  intervals  one  or  two  will 
dart  away  a  short  distance  to  snap  up  passing  insects  and  return  immediately 
to  their  perches,  or  occasionally  they  will  rise  eii  iiiaKnr  to  fiy  round  the  ])atch 
once  or  twice,  soon  however  to  return  and  eventually  after  a  little  mild  bick- 

ering to  settle  down  for  the  night  as  the  darkness  comes  on.  They  begin  to 
breed  about  May  (I  had  a  half-tiedged  youngster  brought  me  one  June), 
laying  their  eggs  in  holes  burrowed  out  in  colonies  in  sandy  banks. 

The  following  description  is  taken  from  two  shot  in  January,  1904  : — 
Above,  including  head,  back,  rump  and  upper  tail  coverts  glossy 

emerald  green,  won<lerfully  sheeny  in  life  ;  forehead  tinged  with  olive  ;  lores, 
round  and  behind  eye  for  a  third  of  an  inch  black  ;  throat  and  cheeks  yellow 
with  a  black  patch  at  the  junction  of  the  throat  and  breast  ;  this  patch 
shades  into  burnt-sienna  below,  which  in  turn  merges  into  the  reddish-tawny 
of  the  rest  of  the  under  parts,  which  extends  to  the  under  tail-coverts,  hut 
gets  paler  towards  that  point.  Wing-coverts  green  like  the  back  ;  primaries 
tawny-brown  on  outer  webs,  grey-brown  on  inner,  ends  of  inner 
feathers  black  ;  secondaries  a  redder  shade  of  the  primaries'  colour  and  with 
larger  black  ends  ;  under  surface  of  wings  ochreous-tawny  with  black  ti{)s  to 
secondaries  and  inner  primaries  ;  under  wing-coverts  like  the  belly.  The 
two  middle  feathers  of  the  upper  tail-coverts  are  prolonged  to  equal  the 
tail,  they  are  green  above,  grey  below  ;  each  feather  of  tail  red-tawny  with 
a  broad  black  band  at  end  narrowly  bordered  with  whitish  ;  below  the  same 
but  duller.  Bill  and  feet  black ;  iris  crimson.  Length  fii  inches ;  bill 
fifteen-sixteenth  inch. 

M.  variegatuH. 
Ratiqe.     West  Africa,  Senegambia   to    Congo ;   Equatorial  Africa. 

{H.L.) 
Like  ptinillux  except  that  the  throat-band  is  blue  not  black.  I  may 

have  seen  this  species,  but  if  I  have,  have  never  distinguished  it  from  its 
relative. 

.)/.  biillorl.-i.    BULLOCK'S  BEE-EATER. 
Baiii/f.   West  Africa,  Senegambia  to  Congo  ;  North-east  Africa.  (fLL.) 
This,  a  larger  bird  than  the  two  preceding  and  e.isily  distinguished 

even  on  the  wing  by  its  red  throat,  is  common  in  the  Gambia  from  about 
May  to  Novemljer.  Whenever  one  travels  up  the  river  at  this  season,  one 
sees  numbers  of  them  tiying  about  overhead  or  sitting  on  the  tops  of  the 
trees  that  line  the  bank,  but  during  the  remainder  of  the  year  they  are  coiu 

'  spicuous  by  their  absence.  Their  colours  are  particularly  bright  and  gleam 
like  a  cluster  of  varied  jewels  when  the  sun  catches  them,  so  that  their  poss- 
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ossors  sh;u(!  with  the  Red  Bee-eaters  the  very  doubtful  houour  ot  being  the 
most  sought  after  of  all  their  tribe  by  the  skin-hunters  from  French  territory 
The  following  gives,  I  am  afraid,  l)ut  a  faint  idea  of  their  beauty.  Above, 
bright  glossy  green  with  a  bluish  gloss  on  the  head  ;  nape  rufous.  Wings 
dusky  green  tipped  and  edged  with  black  ;  tail,  black.  Loi-es  and  eye-streak, 
deep  black;  throat  a  brilliant  scarlet;  chest  bright  rufous;  belly  blue; 
under  surface  of  M'ings  ochraceous  ;  beak  black  ;  legs  brown  ;  iris  hazel. 
Length  SJ  inches. 

M.  holevlaskiL 

Raii//f.    Soudan  (Senegambia  to  North-east  Africa).    {II. L.) 
Like  hiiUoeki,  but  with  a  yellow  instead  of  a  red  throat.  I  do  not 

know  it  and  suppose  it  must  be  very  rare  as  there  is  onl.y  one  skin  in  the 
British  Museum. 

Of  the  next  genus  {Mcrupa)  the  Hand  List  gives  five  species  whose 
range  includes  the  Gambia.  Of  these  four  are  green  birds,  while  the  fifth  is 
chiefly  red.  The  last  I  know  well,  but  about  the  other  four  I  am  most  un- 

certain. Green-pluniaged  Bee-eaters,  other  than  the  Dicnirerci  and  Mrlitfa- 
p/iu;//  which  I  know,  are  commonly  seen  and  must  belong  to  this  genus,  but 
I  cannot  say  to  which  species,  though  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  most  of 
those  I  see  are  the  Green-throated  Bee-eaters  (.)/.  rh-ldin).  I  will,  therefore, 
merely  give  a  list  of  the  four  species  with  their  habitats  and  short  descrip- 

tions, followed  by  those  of  my  notes  which  I  .suppose  refer  to  one  or  other 
of  these  species. 

J/r/v,/,.s  npnista:    COMMON  BEE-EATER. 
Range.    Europe,  Asia  ;  Africa  in  winter.    {II. L.) 
Forehead  white  shading  through  yellowish  gi-een  on  the  head  into 

chestnut  on  the  back  ;  wings  and  coverts  above  green  and  chestnut,  quills 
tipj)ed  with  black  ;  tail  green  except  for  the  two  elongated  centre  feathers, 
which  are  black.  Streak  through  eye  black  ;  chin  and  throat  yellow  ;  rest 
of  undei-  surface  greenish-ljlue  separated  from  the  yellow  throat  by  a  black 
band.    Iris  red  ;  bill  black  ;  legs  brown.    Length  9'4  inches. 

Meroj^i  perskm.    BLUE-CHEEKED  BEE-EATER. 
Very  like  the  Common  Bee-eater  but  the  crown  and  back  are  green 

not  chestnut,  and  there  is  a  light-blue  patch  on  the  cheeks  below  the  black 
eye-streak. 

Menipi^  albicolli.s.    WHITE-THROATED  BEE-EATER. 
RaiKje.    Tropical  Africa,  South  Arabia.    {II. L.) 
About  the  same  size  as  the  Common  Bee-eater.  Back  dark  green 

washed  with  blue,  rump  reddish,  upper  tail  coverts  a.shy  blue  ;  wings  reddish- 
brown  boidcred  with  olive  green.  Crown  of  head  black,  forehead,  lores  and 
eyebrow  dirty  white  ;  a  bbick  line  behind  the  eye.  Chin  and  throat  white  ; 
on  the  breast  is  a  black  patch  narrowly  bordered  with  pale  blue  ;  belly  green, 
under  surface  of  wings  yellowish  brown  l)or<lered  with  grey.  Beak  l)lack> 
legs  brown. 

Merop.'i  vinilh.    GREEN-THROATED  BEE-EATER. 
Ramje.    Asia,  Egypt,  North-east  Africa,  Soudan  to  Senegambia.  (H.L.) 
Differs  from  alhicoUis  in  having  a  green  throat  bordered  below  by  a 

narrow  black  line  of  black,  while  the  head  is  reddish  washe<l  with  green,  so 

that  it  looks  eithei-  reddish  or  green  according  to  ihe  light. 
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My  notes  are  as  follows 
Jan.  1*,K)4.  Hec-eaters  with  pointed  feathers  in  tail  and  of  a  very  blue 

shade  of  tji'een  common  at  Jennak  and  again  at  Su.juka,  in  jjarties  of  from  20 
to  ;{().  Tliese  I  thouglit  at  the  time  were  Common  Bee-caters,  hut  later  on 

decidtid  in  my  own  mind  that  they  wei'e  v'n-idix. 
March.  VM)l).  Hee-eaters  {/ r/r/<//s)  common  on  the  flats  skirtin<i  the 

Jesluiwan  svvani)). 
K(d).  f)th,  11)07.  A  number  of  u;)een-blue  Bee-eaters,  the  same  size  as 

tile  connnon  Bee-eater.  Hying  over  the  swam])  near  Bakow. 
Maicli  11,  l',)07.  A  large  flock  of  (4recn  Bee-eaters  (probably  the  same 

as  the  above)  in  the  middle  of  the  swamp  on  the  Cape  road  (^ririd/.i  or 
perxiciis  as  far  as  1  could  tell  at  a  distance,  I  think  the  former).  Most  of 

them  were  resting  on  the  Mangrove  bu.shes,  hardly  nK)ving  at  one's  approach 
and  looking  as  if  they  were  wearied  with  travel. 

i\Iarch  ;50,  l',)07.  Sangajor.  (rreen  Bee-eaters  in  pairs  all  about  the 
thick  bush  here,  especially  on  the  outside  of  the  clumps  of  larger  trees. 
Bees,  as  is  generally  the  case  in  Fogni  at  this  season  are  very  numerous  and 
troublesome,  so  that  tlie  birds  must  easily  be  able  to  get  a  surfeit  of  the 
name  food  here. 

Nov.,  1901).  Saw  a  few  green  Bee-eaters  in  the  Upper  River,  but  they 

were  not  nearly  so  numerous  as  the  Red  and  Bullock's  Bee-eaters,  which 
were  literally  in  swarms  all  along  the  banks. 

.Urrops  induriix.     RED  BEE-EATER. 
It'liiKjc.  West  Africa,  Senegambia  to  Nigei'ia ;  E<|uatoriai  and  East 

Africa.  (JLL.J 
This  handsome  si)ecies  is  the  commonest  of  all  of  all  our  Bee-eaters 

They  are  particularly  partial  to  the  neighbourhood  of  water-  and  are  to  be 
seen  in  hundreds  nearly  every  time  one  travels  on  the  river.  They  .spend 
more  of  their  waking  hours  on  the  wing  than  their  green  relations  and  are 
more  in  evideiice  than  they  are  at  bush  fires  preying  on  the  insects  driven  up. 
So  certainly  are  they  to  be  found  at  bush  fires  that  they  have  eai'ned  a 
special  name  from  the  Mandingoes,  "  Taka-barringdingo."  which  literally 
means  "  The  nephew  of  the  burning,"  or  as  it  would  l)e  translated  here  into 
the  expressive  coast  English,  "  OF  man  bush-fire  him  pickin'."  This  habit 
of  theirs  too  is  taken  advantage  of  by  the  native  skin  hunters,  who  have  only 
to  fire  the  bush  to  be  certain  of  attracting  plenty  of  these  Bee-eaters  as  well 
as  Glossy  Starlings  and  Rollers  within  reach  of  their  guns.  Their  JolofE 
name  is  Pitchi-dai.  They  nest  in  holes  in  high  banks  overlooking  water, — 
with  us  mostly  in  the  Upper  River  disti-ict,  where  the  banks  are  steep  and 
fairly  porous.  Their  food  is  much  the  same  as  that  of  the  Bee-eaters,  but 
they  show  a  decided  preference  for  the  larger  insects  ;  1  have  often  seen 
them  tackle  and  after  some  struggling  swallow  quite  big  locusts,  feats  which 
I  have  never  seen  any  of  the  relations  emulate. 

Their  plumage  is  mainly  a  lovely  crimson  set  off  by  blue  and  black  ; 
in  detail : — the  upi)er  parts  aie  a  beautiful  silky  crimson  changing  to  light 
blue  on  the  rump;  wings  reddish  brown  ti{)ped  with  black  ;  tail  of  which 
the  two  middle  feathers  are  much  narrowed  and  elongated,  like  the  wings. 
Head  bluish-green  with  a  black  line  from  the  l)eak  through  the  eye  to  the 
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nape  ;  thi'oat  blue-green  ;  chest  and  belly,  as  far  as  the  legs,  a  lovely  rose- 
pink  ;  vent  and  under  tail  coverts  turquoise  blue  ;  under  surface  of  wings 
tawny  with  black  tips.  Iris  deep  red  ;  bill  black  ;  legs  brown.  Length  to 
end  of  longest  tail  feathers  13  inches. 

\_To  he  cdiitiiniedA 

BRITISH  BIRDS. 

Breeding  the  Goldfinch 

(Cnrduelis  eJegans), 

By  1?.  SufiGITT. 

Tlie  Goliirmcli  is  probably  the  favourite  of  our  seed-eating  birds, 
and  no  doubt  tliousands  are  caught  and  caged  annually,  it  is  easily 
catered  for,  and  owing  to  its  biight  plumage  and  pretty  little  song  is 
eagerly  sought  after  and  liolds  a  justly  proud  position  in  both  cage 
and  aviary.  Early  in  the  spring  of  1904,  I  purchased  two  pairs  and 
13ut  them  into  my  aviary  (Cleetlwrpes,  Lines.)  with  the  intention  of 
attempting  to  breed  them  ;  in  this  I  was  fairly  successful.  The  first 
nest  was  built  under  the  covered  portion  of  the  aviary  in  a  Hartz 

ti'avelling  cage  early  in  May,  and  four  eggs  were  laid,  all  of  which 
were  duly  hatched.  On  the  fourth  day,  however,  for  some  reason, 
which  T  could  never  understand,  the  nest  was  deserted  and  the  off- 

spring perished.  In  the  meantime,  tlie  other  jiair  built  a  nest  in  a 
Cyprus  biisli,  quite  close  to  the  ground.  Only  three  eggs  were  laid, 
all  of  which  duly  liatched  and  two  of  tlie  youngsters  were  reared. 
During  tliis  time  tliey  principally  fed  on  chicUweed  and  groundsel, 
supplied  fresh  twice  daily,  and  although  flowering  grass  was  always 
handy  my  notes  make  no  mention  of  any  attempt  to  feed  thereon.  The 
pair  which  failed  witli  their  first  attempt  now  built  a  typical  nest  in  a 
privet  Ledge,  running  the  whole  length  of  aviary,  almost  at  the  top, 
Four  eggs  were  laid  which  duly  hatched  and  the  young  were  all 
reared.  This  pair  fed  freely  oi'  soft  food  mixture  from  the  first,  and 
later  botli  pairs  were  often  seen  feeding  on  bananas,  it  is  quite  surpris- 

ing how  the  majorit}'  of  our  indigenous  finches  readily  take  to  fruit 
and  insect  food.  Each  pair  had  three  nests  with  a  gross  result  of  14 

young  finches  reared  to  maturity  during  the  season.  When  the 

youngsters  were  cn  the  wing  they  were  fed  by  all  four  of  the  birds  in- 
descriminately,  tli>^  male  in  particular  paid  every  attention  to  young  of 
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each  ])r()0(l.  They  were  also  fed  by  other  })ir(is,  and  a  Gordon  Blue  (  S  ) 
an  otld  bird,  was  often  noticed  feeding  one  or  other  the  Greypates. 

I  selected  one  pair  of  the  youngsters  and  removed  all  the  others,  old 
and  voung.  The  hen  died  during  the  winter  following  and  the  cock 
on  the  4tli  of  the  present  month.  As  I  am  very  fond  of  their  bright 

cheery  actions  another  pair  have  now  been  introduced  and  probably 

they  also  will  shortly  attempt  to  reproduce  their  kind. 
I  also  bred  this  species  freely  when  reiiiding  in  the  Midlands,  durii.g  the  years  187G  to 

1S80,  green  food  and  fruit  played  a  very  important  part  in  the  successful  rearin;,'  of  the  young— 
this  latter  remark  equally  applies  to  the  successful  breeding  of  Bullfinches  in  captivity.  — In 
1880  wheQ  I  couimenceil  to  keep  Foreign  Species,  our  indigenous  species  gradually  disappeared 
from  my  aviaries.  Last  year  I  once  more  found  room  for  pairs  of  Goldfinches,  Twites,  and 
Siskins,  but  they  made  no  attempt  to  breed.— Ed. 

Nesting  Notes. 

Our  esteemed  Hon.  Sec.  informs  me  that  eight  young  Blackbirds 
liave  been  reared  in  his  aviaries,  and  that  pairs  of  Thrushes  and 

Hedge  Sparrows  are  busily  incubating. 

Arrivals. 

Our  esteemed  member,  Mr.  Mathias,  reports  the  following — 
locality  Stubbington,  Lee-on-Solent  :  April  15th. — Quite  an  assembly 
of  Swallows  hawking  over  a  marshy  area  of  the  coast ;  the  following 

day  they  had  dispersed,  evidently  inland.  April  18th — Kightingale 
heard  here  in  full  song.  April  24th  -  Tiie  Cuckoo  was  heard  here, 
that  is  between  Stubbington  and  Fareham. 

Mr.  Yealland,  Haven-street,  I.  of  W.,  reports  :  Swallows  were 
seen  here  April  15th,  also  the  Lesser  Whitethroat. 

Wild  Bird  Arrivals  in  the  Midlands  (Beds.) 

We  are  always  rather  behind  with  our  arrivals,  it  is  so  cold  in 
these  parts  ;  on  13th  April,  the  first  Swallows  came  ;  Cuckoo  heard 

for  first  time  on  24th.  Blackcaps,  Chiff-chaffs,  Golden  Crests,  and  a 
Hoopoe  were  seen  in  the  wood  (Toddington  Manor).  Many  first  broods 
of  Thrushes  are  flying.  Wrens  and  Hedge  Sparrows  have  young. 
Bullfinches  in  one  aviary  have  already  built  several  nests,  laid,  and 
then  destroyed  tliem.  It  is  very  early  for  them  to  be  nesting,  but 
birds  confined  do  not  act  as  in  their  natural  state. 

Mrs.  E.  W.  VERNON. 

Hen  Bullfinches  sitting  together. 

It  may  be  of  some  interest  to  other  members  if  I  relate  the 
curious  behaviour  of  two  maiden  Bullfinches.    They  were  two  from  a 
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nest  of  four  I  haml-reared  last  year,  aiifl  liave  been  ilying  loose  in  an 
out-door  aviary  all  the  winter.  1  selected  one  and  she  paired  up  at 
once  with  a  cock  I  had,  and  lias  since  made  and  un-niade  several  nests 
and  laid  several  eggs.  The  other  two  remaining  hens  were  left 
together;  one  morning  I  was  surpiised  to  see  them  both  on  a  well- 
made  nest  of  fir  twigs  they  had  made  in  a  box  tree,  botli  sitting  at  once 

with  six  eggs  between  theiu.  I'hey  sat  so  close  that,  tliough  rather 
wild  usually,  they  allowed  u-e  to  approach  close  to  them,  only  both 
opened  their  mouths  at  me.  It  was  too  dull  to  obtain  a  photo,  but  it 

was  worth  it,  if  I  could  have  taken  one,  as  a  more  ridiculous  sight  I've 
not  seen,  one  hen  sat  on  the  other's  back — there  was  no  room  for  both 
on  the  eggs.  The}'  agreed  perfectly.  I  obtained  two  cocks  and  now 
they  are  all  in  the  aviary  together. 

Mrs.  E.  W.  VERNON. 

A  Homing  Greenfinch. 
The  hallowing  interesting  nairative  has  been  forwarded  to  me 

by  our  esteemed  member  Mr.  H.  Gourlay,  the  notes  are  from  his 

daughter's  pen. 
Perhaps  the  following  short  account  of  a  wild  bird  showing 

that  '  homing  instinct  "  of  which  one  hears  so  much  in  the  animal 
world  may  interest  your  readers.  A  short  time  ago  we  found  a  Green- 

finch caught  by  the  leg  in  a  mouse-trap  which  had  been  set  in  the 
vinery.  We  noticed,  on  takmg  the  poor  creature  out,  that  he  was 
blind  in  one  eye,  evidently  an  old  injury,  and  one  which  may  have 
caused  him  to  blunder  into  the  trap,  for  had  he  tried  to  eat  the  bait  of 
cheese  there  certain  death  from  the  spring  descending  on  his  neck, 
would  have  been  tlie  residt.  The  injured  leg  was  of  course  broken 
and  quite  useless  so  I  placed  him  in  a  cage  and  kept  him  in  the  vinery 
for  a  week,  feeding  him  chiefly  on  hemp  seed,  of  which  Greenfinches 
are  passionately  fond.  He  was  able  after  a  day  or  two  to  hop  about  on 
one  leg,  but  as  he  continued  wild  and  restless  in  the  cage,  I  thought 
the  kindest  thing  would  be  to  release  him.  Thinking  that  a  retired 
spot,  where  he  would  be  in  no  danger  from  boys  or  cats,  would  be 
better  than  the  garden,  we  carried  him  to  Came  Wood,  a  distance  of 
fully  two  miles  from  here,  and  set  him  free  near  a  quiet  little  stream, 
from  whose  waters  there  rose  a  wild  duck  disturbed  by  our  footsteps. 
Two  hours  later  my  husband  happened  to  look  through  the  glass  door 
into  the  vinery  and  was  greatly  surprised  to  eee  that  our  little  cripple 
had  returned,  and  was  sitting  on  liis  cage  trying  to  reach  the  hemp 
seed  inside.  We  were  so  pleased  and  touched  by  his  return  that  we 

have  put  down  seed  for  him  every  day  in  the  vinery,  and  he  comes 
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daily  to  feed  there,  sometimes  accompanied  l)y  a  lieu  Greenlinch,  but 

always  driving  off  otliers  of  his  kind  as  well  as  his  maimed  condition 

permits.  As  I  write  these  words,  the  long  drawn  out  spring  call  of 

the  Greenfinch  "  Twa-a-y  "  sounds  close  by,  and  I  see  through  the 
glass  door  our  small  pensioner  in  his  safe  green  suit  with  its  trimmings 

of  yellow,  is  sitting  contentedly  on  the  passion  flower  which  is  trained 
aeainst  the  vinerv  wall. 

AGNES  FORSTER. 

Book  Notices  and  Reviews. 

Canaries,  Hybrids  and  British  Birds  in  Cage  and  Aviary.  —Cassell  &  Co. 
In  monthly  parts,  7d.  net. 

Part  II.— This  well  sustains  the  promise  of  Part  I.-  Dr.  Galloway 
continues  the  History  of  the  Canary— this  complete,  reliable  and  well 
written  account  of  this  popular  bird,  is  of  considerable  value  and  much 
practical  interest,  it  is  well  illustrated  with  text  figures  in  black  and  white 
and  also  coloured  figures  of  some  of  the  principal  varieties. 

It  also  contains  a  chapter  on  the  Breeding  Room,  dealing  with 
temperature,  ventilation,  and  general  arrangement— illustrated  with  pho- 

tographic reproductions  of  typical  bird-rooms. 
A  chapter  on  Cages  and  Cage-making  is  commenced,  which  promises 

to  be  of  much  practical  interest. 
Our  Search  for  a  Wilderness.— By  Mary  Blair  Beebe&  C.  W.  Beebe.— Henry 

Holt  &  Co..  New  York. 

Those  who  have  read  "  Two  Bird  Lovers  in  Mexico  "  by  the  same 
authors,  will  know  that  it  is  high  praise  when  I  say  that  this  work  is  more 
entrancing  still,  and  every  page  is  replete  with  scientific  and  practical 
interest.  It  is  profusely  illustrated  with  photographic  re  product  iocs  of 
Birds,  Mamals  and  their  haunts.  A  cursory  glance  has  been  sufHcient  to 
indicate  that  bird-lovers  will  find  it  of  entrancing  interest— instance,  such 
as  nesting  accounts  of  Dusky  or  Violet  Parrot,  with  photo  of  young. 

Our  copy  only  came  to  hand  just  as  we  were  going  to  press  and  I 
must  leave  further  notice  till  next  issue. 

The  Water-fowl  of  India  and  Asia. —By  F.  Finn,  B.A.,  M.B.O.U. -Thacker, 
Spink  &  Co.,  Calcutta.    Rs.  2-8. 

This  little  work  is  very  comprehensive  and  includes  chapters  as 
under  :— 

How  to  distinguish — Distribution  and  Divisions  of  the  Duck  Family. 
Swans. — Geese. — M  ergansers. — Tree  Ducks. 

Also  Appendices. 
I.  — Synoptical  Table  of  the  Indian  Anatidce,  with  index. 
II.  — Table  of  Colours  of  full  plumaged  males,  with  index. 
III.  — Treatment  of  Ducks  in  Conflnement. — Aviaries  for  Ducks. — Keep- 
ing Ducks  in  Tanks. — What  to  keep.  -Breeding. — Transport,  etc. 

There  are  half-tone  head  figures  of  21  species  by  H.  Gronvold 
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We  can  confidently  recommend  this  interesting  booklet  to  our 
readers,  it  should  be  on  the  book  shelves  of  all  who  are  interested  in 
Waterfowl,  both  as  to  their  wild  life  and  in  captivity. 

This  also  only  came  to  hand  as  we  were  going  to  press,  and  we  shall 
refer  to  same  in  our  next  issue. 

Editorial. 

Nesting  Notes,  it  is  almost  too  early  yet,  to  tabulate,  es- 
pecially as  many  like  myself  do  not  supply  nesting  material  till  April 

is  well  advanced,  but  some  species  usually  manage  to  iind  enough  to 

construct  some  sort  of  a  nest  aiul  one  or  two,  so  that  tlie  following  ad- 
vance notes  will  prove  of  some  interest.  I  should  say  most  of  the 

following  are  extracts  from  private  correspondence. 

Tri-coloured  Parrot  Finches  (Eri/t/inmi  frirhnx/). 
Our  esteemed  menil)er,  W.  R.  Temple,  has  six  young  of  tliis  species 
flying  about  in  his  aviary,  all  as  large  as  their  parents  ;  the  last  one 
leaving  the  nest  on  April  Sth.  The  parent  Ijirds  (two  pairs)  were 
placed  in  an  aviary,  about  12ft.  by  10ft..  the  middle  of  February. 
The  aviary  was  kept  an  even  night  and  day  temperature  of  50  to  60 
deg.  F.  Nesting  operations  were  commenced  at  once,  then  finding  the 
two  pairs  would  not  agree,  I  removed  one  pair  and  put  them  with  the 

common  Parrot  Finches  (E.  ps'dtucea).  The  pair  left  alone  at  once 
started  to  lay  and  six  strong  young  birds  were  succes.-^fully  reared  and 
all  on  the  wing  on  April  8th  On  April  12th  the  hen  started  laying 
her  second  clutch,  but  after  laying  two  eggs  went  into  heavy  moult 
and  the  eggs  were  placed  under  Bengalese.  A  brood  of  five  or  six 

common  Parrot  Finches  -ere  hatched  on  April  16th. 

Mr.  Willf Ord'S  Aviaries :  Here  numerous  Grassfinches, 
etc.,  are  sitting,  also  Tri-coloured  Parrot,  Painted  and  Cuban  Finches, 
and  three  fertile  eggs  of  the  Ruddy-shouldered  Cowbird  (A.  Immeralis) 

have  been  placed  in  a  Hedge  Sparrow's  nest  and  are  being  steadily 
incubated.  Diamond  and  Passerine  Doves  have  each  a  pair  of  squabs 

(see  also  under  British  Birds). 

Grey-winged  Ouzels  :  These  are  busily  engaged  in  building 
opeiations  in  my  aviary,  throe  pai  tly  finislicd  nests  have  been  already 
constructed  and  they  are  now  busily  engaged  on  a  fourth,  which  I 
take  from  past  experience  will  l)e  the  receptacle  of  a  clutch  of  eggs  in 
the  cdurse  of  the  next  few  days. 

RheaS  :  Our  esteemed  member,  Mrs.  E.  Warren-Vernon 
informs  me  that  her  pair  (jf  Rheas  are  booming  and  that  she  expects 

nesting  operations  to  counnence  shortly. 
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Parva  Finches  {Spo  iinip/ii/d  parpa).  Our  esteemed  mem- 

ber Mr.  \^'.  I'i.  Toscheinakpr  informed  me  about  the  inidille  of  April 
that  he  had  a  pair  of  tliis  species  incubating  a  chitch  of  eggs  ;  if  all 
has  gone  well,  these  must  be  almost  ready  to  leave. 

Racquet-tailed  Parrot:  Our  esteemed  member,  .Mr.  E. 

W.  Harper,  writes  me  that  the  statement  on  p.  97  of  April  issue  "  Bird 
Nofes,"  that  he  presented  a  female  which  he  imported  in  1902  (the 
first  living  specimen  to  reach  Europe)  is  incorrect,  as  the  Zoological 

Society  purcliased  this  bii'd  from  him. 
Rare  Acquisitions  :  ̂ Mr.  Millsum  informs  me  that  Mr. 

Pauvvel's  large  anil  interesting  collection  has  recently  been  increased 
by  two  true  pairs  and  three  odd  males  of  Cubun  Trogons  (Prioiiofclus 
teinm(n(s),  a  pair  of  C^uban  Woodpeckers,  true  pair  of  Hangnests 

(leterua  pni-isorum)  and  a  pair  of  Ostriciies. 

Capture  of  the  Cocks  of  the  Rock :  The  following  cutt- 

ing from  the  "  Field  "  (.May  7th  issne),  from  the  pen  i  f  our  esteemed 
member,  Mr  E.  W.  Harper,  will,  I  think,  prove  of  general  interest; 

"  By  the  last  mail  from  British  Guiana  I  heard  that  Mr.  W.  Fri  st — 
"  who  took  out  a  consignment  of  Birds  of  Paradise  to  the  West  Indips  for 
"Sir  William  Ingram— had  sneceeded  in  capturing  six  Cocks  of  the  Rock 
"  {Riiplrola  rniffiit),  and  bringing  them  safely  down  to  the  coast  at  George- 
"town.  Mr.  Frost  was  away  in  the  interior  of  the  colony  for  about  three 
"months,  the  return  journey  with  the  birds  being  particularly  trying,  on 
"account  of  the  swamps  and  the  swollen  state  of  the  rivers  owing  to  the 
"  heavy  rains.  When  living  in  British  Guiana  some  three  or  four  years  ago 
"I  had  an  opportunity  of  handling  a  young  living  Uock  ot-the-Rock,  which 
"had  been  brought  down  to  the  coast,  and  was  told  by  a  Portuguese  trader> 
"who  had  dealings  with  the  aborigines  in  the  interior,  where  the  birds  are 
"found,  that  none  had  arrived  for  about  twenty  years  previously,  when  two 
"dozen  or  so  were  brought  down  for  sale.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  Mr.  Frost 
"  will  be  successful  in  landing  the  birds  in  England. — E.  W.  Harper.  [Ten 
"examples  of  this  beautiful  species  have  been  exhibited  at  the  Zoological 
"Gardens.  Two  were  received  in  1866,  and  the  last  specimen  arrived  in 
"1885.— Ed.1" 

Hooded  Siskins  {Chrijsnnitris  cucullatu):  Our  esteemed 
member,  Mr  R.  Snggitt  has  a  pair  of  this  interesting  and  charming 
species  nesting  in  a  cage,  with  every  prospect  of  success. 

Additions  to  the  Zoo  :  Two  very  recent  and  beautiful  ad- 

ditions arrived  on  .May  7th,  which  some  F.B  C.  Members  had  the  privi- 
ledge  of  examining  on  arrival,  viz..  Two  Pigmy  Owls,  The  White-eared 

Scops  Owl  (Scop--  leueotis),  and  the  Pearl  Spotted  Owl  (Glaudidium 
pearlnturn).  The  chaste  harmony  of  their  colouration  is  exquisite 
indeed,  and  we  must  refer  to  them  again  in  a  later  issue. 
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Cross-Mating  of  Blue- Mountain  Lorikeet  and  Violet-necked  Lory 
(continued).  Sir. — In  continuation  of  my  notes  in  April  "  Bird  Notcit"  I 
may  say  that  a  fine  young  bird  was  hatched  from  the  one  egg  laid  in  the  nest, 
but,  as  the  parents  failed  to  feed  it,  it  of  course  died.  At  the  time  the  first 
egg  was  droxtped  upon  the  ground  I  did  not  know  Lories  only  laid  two,  or  I 
should  have  mended  the  tiny  crack  with  gummed  tissue  paper  and  replaced 
it  in  the  nest.  As  it  is  I  am  afraid  there  is  nothing  of  interest  to  record, 
except  the  fact  that  the  Lory  sat  exactly  a  month  to  my  certain  knowledge, 
and  the  probability  is  two  days  over  the  month.  Thus — on  the  22nd  INIarch 
an  egg  was  laid  on  the  ground,  on  the  25th  I  took  an  opportunity  to  examine 
the  nest  and  found  one  egg,  which  was  hatched  on  April  22nd,  four  weeks  to 
a  day  from  my  discovery  of  the  egg,  and  the  probability  is  it  was  laid  the 
day  after  the  first  one,  and,  as  the  hen  sat  closely  the  whole  of  the  time,  this 
would  make  the  incubation  two  days  over  the  month,  an  unusually  long  time 
for  so  small  a  bird,  I  think  you  will  allow.  The  cock  spent  all  tlie  nights  in 
the  nest  also,  and  fed  the  hen  assiduously  during  the  day  ;  it  was  provoking 
he  failed  to  feed  the  young  one.  They  evidently  intend  to  go  to  nest  again, 
but  I  have  not  much  hope  of  any  better  results  next  time. 

(Mrs.)  E.  a.  H.  HARTLEY. 
Similar  Names.  Mr.  E.  W.  Harper,  of  6,  Ashbumham  Road,  Bed- 

ford (late  of  Lidia  and  British  Guiana),  writes  to  say  that  he  does  not  supply 
cocoa-nut  husks  ;  nor  is  he  at  all  connected  with  anyone  else  of  the  same 
name  at  Wolverhampton.  This  announcement  is  made  in  view  of  Mr. 

Browning  s  recommendation  on  page  10.'5  of  last  month's  Bin/  Notes. 
Black-Cheek  Love  Birds— A  further  Note  of  Warning !  Sir,  in  your 

last  issue  you  published  a  word  of  warning  from  me  about  this  species.  Will 
you  permit  me  in  the  interests  of  our  Readers  to  say,  unless  my  two  pairs  of 
Black-cheeks  are  of  a  particularly  blood-thirsty  disposition  that,  in  addition 
to  maiming  the  Budgerigars  as  previously  recorded,  they  literally  smashed 
in  the  head  of  a  Long-tailed  Grass  Finch  cock  (one  of  the  miscellaneous  lot 
of  finches  I  mentioned  as  having  turned  into  their  aviary).  The  hen  of 
this  pair  died  two  days  later,  so  she  doubtless  had  been  assaulted  by  the 
Black-cheeks.  I  can  only  presume  that  these  Long-tails  had  intruded  on 
the  domestic  arrangements  of  the  Black  cheeks  and  had  paid  the  usua 
penalty  for  their  temerity.  All  /(((/;.s  of  finches  have  now  been  removed 
from  this  aviary  ;  but  two  odd  hens  I  could  find  to  other  home  for,  are 
flying  about  with  the  Black-cheeks,  and  are  apparently  on  the  best  of  terms 
with  them.  To  the  "  moral  "  arrived  at  in  my  last  letter,  it  is  obviously 
necessary  to  add  that  when  Black- cheeks  are  once  established  in  an  aviary 
it  is  only  courting  disaster  to  put  jHiii-.s  of  birds  in  with  them. 

It  may  perhaps  be  of  interest  also  to  members  that  from  the"log- 
nesters  "  the  result  of  their  first  nest  has  be^n  six  eggs  laid,  one  fully 
fledged  youngster,  two  dead  in  the  nest  (partly  fledged),  and  three  infertile 
eggs.  So  the  season  of  19 lO  has  opened  inanspiciously  for  me!  It  would 
be  interesting  if  others  of  our  members  who  keep  lack-cheeks  would  give 
the  result  of  their  breeding  operations,  and  especially  whether  any  1909 
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bred  birds  have  gone  to  nest.  One  pair  of  mine  before  I  sold  my  surplus 
birds,  made  a  half-hearted  attempt  at  a  nest  in  a  cocoa-nut  husk  and  laid 
one  egg,  but  afterwards  deserted.  HAYWARD  W.  MATHIA8. 

Members'  Gathering  at  the  Zoo. 
It  may  interest  our  iiieiiiburs  to  know  that  the  second  niuotiiig  at  the  Zoo 

that  was  arranged  for  at  the  last  Palace  Show  and  announced  in  last  month's 
■'  li/ri/  Xotc!^'''  took  place  on  Saturday,  7th  May.  The  weather  in  the  earlier 
part  of  the  day  was  very  unsettled  and  stormy,  and  this,  no  doubt,  deterred 
some  from  joining  tliose  who  had  the  temerity  to  take  their  chance  in  this 
respect.  The  afternoon  and  early  evening  were  fine  though  cold,  so  that 
those  who  had  made  up  the  party  were  agreed  that  a  most  enjoyable  and 
instructive  time  had  been  spent  among  the  birds.  Our  party  was  piloted  by 
our  esteemed  Editor,  Wesley  T.  Page,  Esq.  At  tea  our  party  was  increased 
by  our  esteemed  member,  F.  Finn,  Esq.,  and  a  most  interesting  and  instructive 
time  was  spent  in  exchanging  experiences  and  discussing  various  avicultural 
topics,  very  interesting  were  some  anecdotes  of  Indian  birds  related  by  Mr. 
Finn.  We  made  a  thorough  inspection  of  the  birds  in  the  Small  Bird  House 
as  well  as  the  outside  aviaries  attached  thereto.  The  Ti-i-coloured  Starling 
came  in  for  general  admiration,  the  colours  on  the  wings  being  beautifully 
displayed  when  in  flight.  The  Birds  of  Paradise  were  fast  coming  into  colour 
especially  The  Lawes,  two  new  Pigmy  Owls,  Tanagers,  Sugar  Birds,  Cardi- 

nals, Finches,  and  last  but  not  least  the  African  Zosterops  were  greatly 
admired.  The  Western  Aviaries  were  next  visited,  here  we  were  conducted 
through  the  different  aviaries  and  so  had  an  exceptional  opportunity  of  in- 

specting their  respective  occupants.  The  Fantailed  Flj'catcher  which  caught 
mealworms  in  most  graceful  and  approved  fashion,  a  Black-winged  Grackle 
which  was  exceedingly  tame,  running  over  each  of  us  in  turn,  the  mud  nest 
of  the  Pied  Graliina,  built  upon  a  wooden  bracket,  and  a  number  of  other 
birds  too  numerous  to  mention,  that  were  tame  enough  to  come  close  to  us  at 
the  sight  of  a  mealworm,  made  our  visit  to  this  series  of  aviaries  both  inter- 

esting and  instructive. 
After  tea  we  paid  a  visit  to  the  Parrot  House,  Pheasantries,  and  the 

new  quarters  (not  yet  completed)  for  the  vultures,  and  also  to  the  Insect 
House,  and  then  finished  our  visit  to  the  Gardens  by  watching  the  birds  in 

the  Waders'  Aviary.  The  Ruffs,  &c.,  display  being  extremely  entertaining  ; 
in  fact  we  found  it  difficult  to  leave  a  scene  so  full  of  strange  antics  and 
boisterous  demeanour. 

Before  closing  these  brief  notes  I  should  like  to  express  the  indebted- 
ness of  the  members  of  our  party  to  our  friend,  Mr.  Page  for  his  self-denying 

efforts  on  our  behalf  to  make  our  visit  to  the  Zoo  an  occasion  of  considerable 
pleasure  as  well  as  being  an  education  to  most  of  us.  We  all  expressed  at 
parting  that  we  hoped  we  should  soon  have  the  pleasure  of  again  meeting 
under  similar  auspices,  and  I  am  glad  to  learn  that  it  is  being  arranged  to 
have  another  such  gathering  sometime  in  .June  next. 

W.  T.  ROUEKS. 

The  first  of  these  meetings  was  ecjually  successful  and  enjoyable  ;  the 
time  was  all  too  short  and  a  desire  for  another  similar  gathering  (mid-week 
and  for  the  whole  day  if  possible)  to  be  arranged  for.    I  shall  be  glad  if 
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tliose  abli;  to  attend  such  a  t'athei  iiiy.  say  in  July,  would  pronqitly  communi- 
cate with  mc  so  tliat  a  convenient  date  may  be  decided  upon. 

Wksi.ev  T.  Pack. 

Post-Mortem  Reports. 
(Vide  Kules). 

Fur  rr/tl /ex  /;//  /ins/,  a  fi'C  (ij  2x.  (id.  iiiiisl  hi'  sent  ;  lliis  rci/Hhd/d/i  irill  nt)l  lie 
hroL  cii  uiiiier  a/i;/  cjinilitioii. 

Pitxt- Miirtciii  /i/'iiDiin  ciiii  iDih/  appmr  ni  iicrf  inxiu-  irlic/i  Ihci/  arc  rccei red 
III/  Mr.  (irii;/  /ir/iir  In  tlic  -'lis/  nj' m///  month. 

.Mr.  (IrHfl  irill  /jr  iriUi/ii/  In  exit  ki'i  iir  lirnni  liirdx  ( iiK'l  iid/iir/  pnidlr/j,  i/dmfi, 
(I  rill  I//,  iiiid  i-iii/r-/j/ rih ),  and  ijirr  ndr/rr  ii.f  In  llic  I  real  iiii'iil  iif  anij  d'lxe.am  they 
lint  fi  hii  ri\  fur  II  Irr  i,  f  .'jx.  each  lii  rd ,  t lir  nirnr r  lilL'iiiii  nil  r/xL  x  and  pilf/inif  the 
carr/iliji'  Im/li  irii//x. 

Zebra  Finch  <j  (Mrs.  Pattison- Yeoman).    Cause  of  death,  pneumonia. 

Pennant  Parrakeet  (Wm.  Shore  Baily).  ('ause  of  death,  pneumonia. 
Freshly  im])i)rted  or  newly  purchascil  birds  should  not  be  exposed  in  an 
out-door  aviaiy  until  the  weather  has  become  genial  and  dry. 

Many-Coloured  Parrakeet  i  (G.  B.  Wright).  Cause  of  death,  inflam- 
mation of  the  bowels.  This  is  a  very  common  complaint  in  breeding  hens 

when  exposed  to  the  chilly  weather  of  spring. 
Gouldian  Finch  ?  (G.  Rice).  Cause  of  death,  pneumonia.  This 

disease  has  killed  the  majority  of  freshly  imported  Gouldian  Finches,  espec- 
i.'illy  when  coming  fioni  tlic  stuffy,  fdul  and  over-heated  birdshops.  I  cannot 
say  the  complaint  is  infectious  ;  at  least,  not  to  British  Birds  kept  with  the 
sick  l)ii(ls  or  fed  on  th(  rii  anings  of  thei  r  cages.  1  believe  it  is  merely  a 
climatic  malady  coui>Icd  with  rdiigli  treatment  and  chills,  which  the  birds  are 
subjected  to  after  landing  in  this  country. 

Anxii-ered  hi/  Poxt. — W.  R.  Temple,  Esq.  and  H.  W.  Mathias,  Esq. 
A  Goose  has  been  received  but  the  name  and  address  of  the  sender 

has  been  withlield. 
Tuberculosis  in  a  Hawk     In  a  few  numbers  back  I  recorded  the 

post  mortem  lesions  in  a  case  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  in  a  Peimant 
Parrakeet,  sent  by  one  of  our  members.  Inadvertently  my  surgery  attendant 
gave  the  breast  of  this  creature  to  a  tame  Kestrel  Hawk  in  my  possession. 
In  less  than  six  weeks  this  bird  died  and  on  post  mortem  examination  the 
liver  was  found  crammed  with  tubercles — liardly  a  })art  was  left  unaffected. 
There  were  also  tubercles  in  other  visceral  parts.  The  lesions  contained 
the  bacillus  tuberculosis.  This  was  verified  by  a  pathologist  of  undoubted 
eminence  especially  on  the  question  of  this  disease. 

In  a  paper  devoted  to  Cage  Birds  it  is  often  recorded  in  the  Post 
Mortem  column  that  this  or  that  Canary  died  of  tuberculosis.  No  doubt  the 
writer,  who  has  neithei-  had  scientific  nor  professional  training,  in  fact  is 
neither  ;i  iiuMlic;il  man  nor  a  x  etcrniary  singeon,  has  mistaken  the  lesions  of 
bird-t'o\  (  i'  t'di-  tlidsi'  of  tuberculosis,  wliich  can  oidy  be  verified  by  a  micros- 

copical e.vauiinat  iun  aftei-  the  ni<)rl)id  parts  iiave  undergone  a  special  staining 
process.  In  tlu;  coiuse  of  my  post  mortem  exi)erience  1  have  come  across 
hundreds  nf  tuliercnlai'  looking  lesions  in  binls  that  were  not  due  to  the 
bacillus  tuberculosis,  and  u))  to  now  never  uucouutei'ed  a  caseof  tuberculosis 
in  a  ('anar.\'.  Drs.  Clai-ke  and  Cieswell  iiad  tlie  same  e.x|)urience.  I  merely 
mention  this  to  show  how  easily  the  public  are  gulled  by  i)eople  who  assume 
knowledge  thev  do  not  possess. 

Henky  Gkay,  M.R.C  V.S, 
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(Continued  from  page  142). 

BLACK  AND  YELLOW  CREEPER  (Banana  Quit). 

(Certhiola  flaveola). 

With  the  lifelike  plate  of  this  beautiful  little  Creeper,  by 
Mr.  Goodchild,  accompanying  this  article,  a  written  description  is 
unnecessary.  It  is  very  common  in  Jamaica  and  may  be  found  i)i 
almost  any  garden,  where  it  is  usually  seen  in  twos  and  threes. 
On  one  occasion  I  saw  seven  on  a  flowering  bush  near  Spanish 

Town,  but  this  number  is  quite  unusual.  The  first  time  I  saw 

them  was  during  the  heavy  rain,  when  a  pair  visited  a  climbing 

plant  under  the  verandah  of  the  Hotel  at  St.  Andrews,  and  I  there 
and  then  determined  that  if  possible  I  would  take  some  home. 
They  are  distributed  all  over  the  Island,  both  on  Mountains  and 
Lowlands.  Their  fearless  demeanour  and  vivacious  habits  make 

them  very  noticeable  and  of  great  interest.  The  sexes  are  very 
similar  ;  the  hen  is  slightly  smaller  than  the  cock  and  her  colours 

pale]'  and  not  so  well  defined.  I  was  fortunate  enough  to  secure 
a  dozen  of  these  charming  little  fellows,  four  days  before  one 
of  the  ships  sailed.  I  made  the  necessary  arrangements  for 

getting  them  aboard  along  with  some  Rufous-throated  Tanagers 
and  Blue  Quits  {Pyrrlnq^honia  Jamaica)  ;  eleven  were 

shipped  in  care  of  the  butcher  and  were  despatched  to  my  friend 

Mr.  R.  Suggitt.  Seven  survived  the  sea  and  land  journey,  but 
although  I  am  sure  every  care  was  given  to  them,  three  others 
died.  The  four  survivers  are  fortunately  two  true  pairs.  They 
were  brought  over  on  sweetened  milk-sop  and  bananas.  Upon 
arrival  they  were  fed  on  grapes,  bananas,  condensed  milk  and 
honey  with  B.C.  or  crushed  biscuit  added.  Both  pairs  are  now  in 
perfect   condition.     They  are   in  every  way  charming  little 
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creatures  in  captivity,  their  demeanoni'  and  voices  are  very  tit-like, 

l)ut  they  ai'e  hy  no  nicaiis  aniiahlt'  and  are  constantly  bickering 
ainon.y  themselves.  They  are  quite  easily  kept  in  health  andfjfood 

pluniaye  once  they  liave  i-ecovered  from  the  hardships  of 
importation  and  are  har<ly  enough  to  turn  into  a  well  sheltered 

out-door  avairy.  I  canixit  do  l)etter  than  cpiote  Gosse  in  "Birds 
of  Jamaica." 

"  Scarcely  bu'ufer  tliiiii  the  average  size  of  the  Huniniiiig  liirds.  this 
'■  little  creeper  is  often  seen  in  company  with  them,  probing  the  same 
"  flowers,  and  for  the  same  purpose,  but  in  ;i  very  different  manner. 
"  Instead  of  hovering  in  front  of  each  blossom,  a  task  to  which  his  short 
"  wings  would  be  utterly  incompetent,  the  Quit  alights  on  the  tree,  and 
"  proceeds,  in  the  most  business-like  manner,  to  peep  into  the  flowers. 
'■  ho])ping  actively  from  twig  to  twig,  and  throwing  the  body  into  all 
"  jiosirions.  often  clinging  by  the  feet  with  the  back  downwards,  the  better 
"  to  l  eacli  the  interior  of  a  blossom,  with  his  curved  beak  and  i)eucilled 
"  tongue.  The  minute  insects  which  are  always  found  in  the  interior  of 
"  flowers  are  the  object  of  his  search,  and  the  reward  of  his  perseverence. 
"  Unsus])ectingly  familiar,  these  birds  often  resoi't  to  the  blossoming 
"  shrubs  of  gardens  and  yards.  A  large  Moringo  tree,  tliat  is  all  tlnough 
"  the  year  profusely  set  with  fragrant  spikes  of  liloom,  is  a  f avoui-ite  resort 
"both  of  these  and  the  Humming-birds.  One  within  a  few  feet  of  my 
"  window,  is.  while  I  write  this  note,  being  carefully  scrutinised  by  two 
"active  little  creatures,  that  pui'sue  their  examination  witli  a  zeal  jierfectly 
"undisturbed  liy  my  looking  on.  while  the  same  blossoms  are  T'ifled  on  one 
■■  side  l>y  a  minute  Humming-bird,  and  on  the  other  by  that  gorgeous  butter- 
"fiy  Um/i/a  xJna/ifiis  :  an  interesting  association  !  The  Quit  often  utters  a 
"soft,  sibilant  note  as  it  peeps  about.  The  nest  of  this  bird  is  very 
"  frequently,  perhaps  usuallj',  built  in  those  low  trees  and  bushes,  from 
"whose  twigs  pend  the  paper  nests  of  the  Brown  Wasps,  and  inclose 
"  contiguity  with  them.  The  trrass  Quits  are  said  to  manifest  the  same 
"  predilection  :  it  is  a  singular  exercise  of  instinct,  almost  of  reason  ;  for 
"the  object  is  doubtless  the  defence  afforded  by  the  presence  of  the 
"  formidable  insects,  but  upon  what  terms  the  league  of  amity  is  contracted 
"between  the  neighbours,  I  am  ignorant. 

"  It  is  in  the  montli  of  May.  June  and  July  that  the  Creeper  ]iei  forms 
"the  business  of  incubation.  On  the  4th  of  May  as  I  was  riding  to 
"  Savanna  le  Mar.  I  observed  a  Banana  Quit  with  a  bit  of  silk-cotton  in 
"her  beak;  and  on  seaix-hing.  I  found  a  nest  just  commenced  in  a  sage- 
"  bush  {Ld/i.'diia  rintiard).  The  structure,  though  but  a  skeleton,  was 
"  evidently  about  to  be  a  <1<)me.  loid  so  i'ar.  was  constructed  of  silk-cottoii. 
"  Since  then  I  have  seen  several  conijiletcd  nests.  One  now  before  me  is 
"  in  the  form  of  a  globe  with  a  small  ojjening  below  the  side.  The  walls 
"  are  very  thick  composed  of  dry  gi-ass.  intermixed  irregularly  with  the 
"down  of  Axdepiax.  It  appeared  to  have  been  forsaken  from  my  having 
"paid  it  too  much  attention.    It  was  fixed  bctweei)  the  twigs  of  a  branch 
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"iif  :i  /{iiiilil/i/ii  llml  jirojected  oNor  ttic  hisi'li  foad  ncai'  Cuntcnt.  in  St. 
"  Eli/.iilieths.  Another  which  f  found  at  the  end  of  June  in  m  saijc-huKh 
"was  of  the  same  sti-ucture  ;  in  this  were  two  et;i;s.  i^rceiii'^h  white  tliickly 
"hut  indefinitely  dashed  with  reddish  at  the  hir^ci' <'iid  Hohinson  states 
"  the  dimensions  til  us  :  'the  length  alxiut  Mi  eights,  the  dianietei-  ahout 
"'2\  eights'  Imt  I  lind  my  sjieeimens  iinich  larger  than  this:  accurate 
"measurement  giving  j  inch  by  rather  less  than  h  inch." 

(To  he  eontinued.) 

The  Birds  of  Gambia. 

By  E.  HOPKTNSON,  D.S.O..  M.A..  M.P.. 
(Cmitiiiued  from  i>.  146.) 

Before  leaving  this  beautiful  and  iu)teworthy  sjjecies  1  must  again 

(luote  from  ('ai)tain  Royd  Alexaudei-'s  "  From  the  Niger  to  the  Nile,"  as  his 
ilescription  of  a  breeding  colony  of  these  Bee-eaters  is  so  picturesque  and 
gives  a  much  better  idea  of  such  a  place  and  the  habits  of  the  birds  than  any 

words  of  mine  could.  "  This  (the  breeding  ))lace)  was  situated,"  he  writes, 
"  in  a  high  part  of  the  bank.  The  nest-holes,  about  three  inches  in  diameter 
and  clo.se  to  one  another,  were  in  several  rows  and  ran  into  the  sand.\'  stra- 

tum ;  there  must  have  been  at  least  (50  of  them,  which  gave  to  the  bank  the 
appearance  of  having  been  pitted  with  bullets.  On  the  approach  of  our  boats 
a  head  poked  out  fi'om  every  hole  and  the  next  moment  a  flare  of  glorious 
red  birds  burst  out  aci'oss  the  water,  screeching  defiance  in  oin-  faces.  Dazed 
by  their  sudden  coming  into  the  glare,  they  circled  and  hung  in  the  air  so 
close  to  us  that  it  would  have  been  easy  enough  to  knock  them  over  with 
sticks,  or  as  they  clung  to  the  sandy  banks  pelt  them  with  stones. 

"  As  1  had  never  found  their  eggs  before,  I  attemjited  to  dig  out 
a  nest,  but  had  reluctantly  to  give  it  up,  as  the  hole  went  more  than  six  fe  t 
into  the  bank.  All  kinds  of  insects  form  the  prey  of  these  birds.  Once  I 
shot  one  with  its  mouth  so  stuffed  with  butterflies  that  it  a]>i)care  !  ti>  nic 
marvellous  that  it  had  not  been  choked. 

"  When  a  bush-tiie  is  raging,  it  is  an  extraordinary  sight  to  see  I'.te- 
eaters  flock  to  the  scene  and  show  a  reckless  fearlessness  liy  flying  right  into 

the  flames  after  their  jirey,  I  remember  once  jiicking  up  a  iiii'd  with  its 
wings  so  singed  that  it  was  unable  to  fly." 

UPUPIDAE. 

l'/>iil,ft  ep,,),^.  HOOPOE. 
Hdiiiji'.  Europe.  Asia,  North-east  Africa,  f  II. L.)  West  and  North- 

east Afi'ica  [Ulidleij). 
The  Hoopoe  is,  I  should  think,  a  fairly  regular  winter  visitor  to  the 

Gambia,  especially  to  the  more  inland  parts,  as  nearly  every  year  I  have  notes 
of  having  seen  at  least  two  or  three  in  various  places  at  this  season,  and  it  is 
also  quite  well-known  to  the  natives  and  is  named  in  each  of  the  leading 
native  languages  of  the  Protectorate,  ]\Iandingo  and  Joloff ;  in  the  former  it 

is  called  "  Allala-nansingo  "  (as  is  also  Pi  io/iop.'s),  in  the  latter  "  Juba."  They 
are  generally  t*een  singly  or  in  pairs  looking  for  food  on  the  ground  where 
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they  strut  about  with  a  \efy  stai'liug-Iike  gait,  or  iierched  ou  a  tree  oi-  tall 
bush,  where  the  beautiful  i-rest  and  elegant  shajie  show  to  the  best 
advantage. 

/rriior  er;// /,  n,rh  f/„rln,s.    RED-BILLED  WOOD-HOOPOE. 
HaiKjc.  .  West  Africa,  Sefiegaiubia  to  Nigeria  :  Xorth-etist  and  Eiinat- 

orial  Africa    i  ILL.) 
This  species,  a  bhick  bird  with  wliite  wing-marks,  a  fau-shajied  tail  and 

long  curved  bill.  red.  or  i)artly  red,  and  partly  black,  is  very  common  and  found 
everywhere  througlumt  tlie  country  from  the  gardens  of  Bathurst  to  the 
most  inland  contines  of  our  territory.  They  move  about  the  bush  in  noisy 
chattering  parti'  s  of  about  a  dozen,  flitling  from  tree  to  tree,  always  pro- 

gressing slowly  forward,  with  I'ather  feeble  flight  and  hesitating  wings, 
searching  the  trunks  aiul  branches  for  insects,  tap])iiig  and  pecking  the  bark 
with  their  long  bills,  like  Woodpeckers,  and  climbing  about  the  tree  trunks 
and  branches,  or  at  times  hanging  on  with  the  support  of  their  tails  to  a 

vertical  bough  like  so  many  ovei  grown  ink-dipjied  'J'ree-creepers.  Even  in 
the  lireeding  season  in  the  early  jiart  of  the  rains  (July),  one  still  sees  these 
birds  in  parties  as  at  utlu  i-  times,  for  they  lireed  in  company  making  use  of 
holes  in  trees.  In  o:ie  tree,  from  which  two  down  covered  young  M'ere 
l>i(>ught  me.  there  were  three  other  iiests  of  these  birds,  all  in  holes  of  the 
main  trunk,  tlie  lowest  at  least  twent_\-  feet  from  the  ground.  One  of  these 
holes  had  previously  been  occtipied  by  a  pair  of  Horubills  as  a  nesting-site 
and  was  alioiit  eighteen  inches  decj)  and  had  an  opening  which  easily  admitted 
the  hand  and  arm  :  but  the  others  were  much  more  protected,  the  entrance 
holes  V)eing  only  just  big  enough  to  admit  the  parents,  that  is  about  two 
inches  in  diameter,  I  rather  expected  to  find  the  exterior  of  the  nest  ex- 

tremely foul  from  the  accumulation  of  excrement  and  food-refuse  dropped 
about  i)y  the  old  birds,  but  this  was  by  no  means  the  case  ;  although  the 
interior,  or  rather  the  two  young  ones  from  the  interior,  were  dirty  and 
evil  smelling,  and  no  doubt  the  exterior  would  have  been  as  bad.  if  it  had 
not  been  so  fre(iuently  and  thoroughly  washed  down  by  the  almost  daily  rain 
of  the  season,  which  comes  down  in  sheets  that  almost  clean  up  an  ordinary 
coast  town,  much  more  so,  therefore,  the  comparatively  trifling  mess  a  few 
small  birds  can  make. 

During  life,  or  when  recently  shot,  these  birds  ha\  e  a  iieculiar  mousey 

smell,  from  which  the.y  get  the  name  of  "Stinking  Bird."  which  is  what  they 
are  ciunnioidy  called  by  the  Engli.sh-speaking  i)eople  here.  Their  ]\Iandingo 

name  is  "  Kadadda."  an  attempt  at  an  imitation  of  their  cry. 
T'he  I'oUowing  description  is  taken  from  three  examples  shot  Dec.  IS. vm 

Ailiilt  mall'.  Head  and  all  upper  parts  black  glossed  with  green  and 
blue,  and  with  some  tinge  of  purple  in  certain  lights,  but  the  lower  back  is 
dull  black  with  scarcely  any  gloss  :  upper  tail  coverts  black  with  a  blue  gloss 
towards  the  ends  of  the  feathers  :  wings  dark  metallic  green,  all  primaries 

In  last  yeai'.<  volume  of  the  ''Ibis"  there  was  a  woodcut  of  this  species  taken  (lom  a 
recent  wort;  on  Kast  Africa,  "On  Safari."  This  gave  a  most  life-like  and  convincing  picture  oi 
the  Wdod  hoopoe  as  seen  in  life,  and  was  certainly  one  of  the  best  black  and  white  sketches  of 
biid-life  I  have  ever  seen. 
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w  ith  a  wliitt'  s|)()t,  on  tlie  first  two  the  spot  is  coiihiicd  to  tlic  iiiiKii-  wt-l)  only, 
on  tlie  third  the  white  slightly  encroaches  on  the  outer  wel)  us  well,  on  the 
remainder  it  exten<)s  right  across  both  webs  ;  the  secondaries  aie  without 
an\  white.  Some  of  the  iiriinary  coverts  tipped  with  wliite,  forming  a  single 
spot,  the  otlu'i'  (•o\ei-ts  have  a  bluer  gloss  than  the  back,  &c.  Tail  wedged- 
shaped  and  much  graduated,  the  four  centre  feathei's  metallic  dark-blue 
throughout,  the  others  a  greener  blue  with  a  separate  white  spot  on  each 
web  near  the  end.  Below  fi't)ni  chin  to  vent,  like  the  l)ack  but  with  scarcely 
any  gloss.  Bill  generally  red,  darker  along  the  culinen,  but  its  colour  is  very 
variable  :  in  some  specimens  it  is  black  with  a  red  tinge  towards  the  base  and 
there  is  every  gradation  between  these  two  extremes,  both  of  which  have 
been  represented  in  the  different  examples  I  have  shot.  Legs  pink-red  with 
a  waxy  look.    Iris  dark  brown. 

Female.  Slightly  smaller,  I  think,  than  the  male  and  with  a  shorter 
and  straighter  bill. 

Length  of  a  definite  male  (from  dissection).  17|  inches  ;  bill,  2  and  one- 
sixteenth  inches  :  of  a  female  1(1  inches,  bill  \  l  inches.  Later  on,  however. 
I  got  a  bird  which  I  am  almost  certain,  from  dissection,  was  a  hen  ;  this 
measured  17-i  inches  and  had  a  bill  nearly  two  inches  long  do  very  old  hens 
get  long  bills  V).  Many  of  the  birds  have  all  the  throat  and  chin  feathers 
tipped  with  brown  ;  these  are  probably  young  birds,  but  from  those  I  have 
examined  I  think  more  females  than  males  have  these  brown  edges. 

Srnptel iih  iitervhn  us. 

liaiiije.    Senegambia.  (H.L.) 

This,  another  member  of  the  sub-family.  Irrinar'niae,  the  Wood- 
Hoopoes,  is  much  rarer  here  than  the  preceding,  and  I  have  only  once  seen  a 

'single  individual  (at  Kudang,  Dec,  190()),  when  I  recognised  it  as  it  sat 
preening  its  feathers  on  the  dead  top  of  a  small  tree,  from  its  similarity  in 
shai)e  and  build  to  its  larger  relation,  of  wliich  it  is  a  miniature  (half-size) 
edition.  Unlike  theni  it  does  not  go  about  in  i)arties.  but  singly  oi'  in  paiis. 
The  following  descri))ti()n  is  from  the  British  Museum  Catalogue. 

Adult  (y  female)  :  (Uossy  purple,  more  steel  blue  on  the  centr.d  i)oi  - 
tion  of  the  crown,  wings  and  tail  ;  undei'  surface  from  thi-oat  to  vent  blacker; 
wing  with  ceiitral  white  band,  the  outer  webs  of  first,  second  and  third  (juills. 
black  ;  tips  of  all  i)uills  grey  with  darker  edges  :  outermost  primary  coverts 

steel  blue,  the  next  six  white.  Bill  dark  brown  :  feet  Ijlack.  Length  8'H 
inches.  The  young  like  the  adult,  but  browner  on  the  sides  of  the  head  and 
whole  under  surface. 

The  male  probably  has  the  primaries  nearly  wholly  steel-blue  towards 
the  tips  with  hardly  a  trace  of  the  grey  colour  of  the  hen. 

*Curiously  enough  I  saw  another  single  examjjle  of  Scopte/nx  in 
March  this  year  (IIMO)  at  the  same  place,  Kudang,  and  alinost  on  the  same 
tree 

('To  he  continued.) 
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ll  will  be  necessary  for  iiie  to  pass  the  reiuainini^  liirds  in 
Sdinewhat  rajHcl  review.  However  I  hope  Mr.  Astley  will  kindly 
favimr  us  with  accounts  of  some  of  the  species  a  little  later. 

Doves  :  These  were  represented  by  Violet-necked,  Jamaica 

I'artriiljie,  Tambourine  and  Culmji  Blue-crowned,  while  twenty- 
lour  I'alm  Doves  were  at  liberty  about  the  urouiids.  many  of  theih 
were  in  evidence  and  evidently  quite  at  home  amony  the  various 
trees,  while  we  were  taking  our  observations  of  the  aviaries  and 

birds — I  should  say  they  would  most  cei-tainly  breed  and  increase 
during  the  summer. 

Partridges,  Pheasants,  Quail,  etc.  :  1  am  also  re- 

luctant to  pass  with  mei-ely  a  mention,  the  following  interesting 

species:  Hose's  Bamboo  Partridge  (ver.\'  uncommon),  Cuban 
Colins,  Chinese  Painted  Quails  and  Mountain  Crested  Quails.  The 
most  rare  and  interesting  among  this  grou]),  being  a  pair  f)f  newly 

ac(piired  Hock  Pheasants  ( Ptilopftrhjif;  fi(sriii<  I  ;  these  are  very 
r  ire,  l)ut  I  must  reluctantly  pass  them  with  the  following  brief 

note  :  'Ih'-y  resend)le  Duckwing  (4ame  Bantam  Hens,  they  carry 
their  tails  like  a  (4uan — on  the  neck  are  hackle  feathers,  yellowish- 
l)rown  with  whitish  margins  :  the  upper  lireast  and  tlanks  are  the 
same  colour  :  the  other  parts  are  dullish  brown  tinged  with 
rufous  :  skin  round  the  eyes,  legs  and  feet  red.  A  most  interesting 

s^^ecies  which  I  trust  our  esteemed  meml)er  will  have  the  good 
fortune  to  breei^l 

Parrakeets  :  I  find  there  are  a  few  species  of  which  1 

Irive  made  no  mention  and  which  considerations  of  space  forbid 
nil-  to  descril)e  in  these  notes,  much  ;us  1  desire  to,  so  I  must  leave 
them  in  the  form  of  a  list. 

T'vo^AX  Parrakeets  ( XympJiinis  luwu.tis),  a  beautiful 
an<l  uncommon  species,  not  yet  fully  understoood  in  captivity. 

A  coloured  plate  of  this  species  will  appear  in  the  coiu'se  of  the 
present  volume. 

Queen  Alexandra  Parrakeet  {Sjiathopin-Ks  A/r.r- 

an'h'(f).  A'ei-y  rare,  a  few  have  recently  been  offered  l)y  two  well 
known  dealers. 
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Stanley  I'lirrakeet  {PhUya'/rits  icicrotis). 
KiiiK  I'ai-rakt'et  {A/)r(ts/iiicfiis  ri/a/iopygiiis). 

I^lood-wiii^i'd  I'ai-rakei't  {I'siffrs  crjjl lir(>2)l('n(n). 

Abyssinian  Love  Biril  {A(/(i])ornis  taranta),  very  T'arc,  all 
lovely  and  interestinfj;  species,  and  in  perfect  plumage. 

WhitR-CRESTED  TuRACO  {Tiiirtriis  rorytliai.r)  :  This 

ex(iiiisite  and  unconiniou  species  cannot  Ije  jjassed  with  a  bare 

mention.  'Phis  species  would  api^ear  distinguished  in  any  company 
and  would  yrace  any  aviary.  It  is  also  known  as  the  Knysna 

Plaintain  Eater  or  Lourie — the  beautiful  rich  green  of  its  soft 

plumage,  relieved  l)y  the  white-tipped  crest  and  eye  streaks  and 
the  lovely  retl  of  the  under-wing  plumage,  cannot  be  done  justice 
to  in  a  pen  and  ink  picture.  Their  principal  diet  in  captivity  is 
fruit,  and  at  the  Zoo  I  have  seen  them  take  mealworms  and  the 
soft-food  mixture.  They  have  nested  thrice  with  Mr.  Astley,  but 
each  time  have  failed  to  rear  the  young.  The  nest  was  constructed 

on  a  hamper  lid,  fixed  among  some  branches  in  a  secluded  corner 
of  the  aviary,  about  twelve  feet  from  the  ground.  We  wish  Mr. 
Astley  a  happier  ending  to  their  efforts  this  season. 

Mr.  Astley  feeds  them  on  boiled  rice,  potato  and  carrot, 

with  strawberries,  cherries,  grapes,  banana  and  occasionally  melon. 

From  their  exquisite  plumage  and  vigorous  condition  (they  are 
oat  of  doors  all  the  year  round,  but  there  is  a  heated  shelter 

attached  to  their  flight),  one  can  only  deduce  that  it  is  "just 

al)out  right." 
Magpie  Tana<}ERS  {Cissopis  leveriana) .-  A  very  fine  pair 

of  this  species  occupied  one  of  the  inner  enclosures  ;  this  pair 
nested  last  season  and  hatched  out  one  or  more  chicks  but  faileil 

to  rear  them.  Other  species  of  the  Tanagridce  may  be  clad  in 

more  glowing  colours,  but  most  cei-tainly  none  have  a  finer  appear- 
ance :  fine  under  any  conditions  but  especially  so  when  they  are 

on  tlie  wing,  their  long  tails  being  then  displayed  to  full  advan- 

tage. A  black  and  white  figure  of  the  larger  species  {C.  major') 

appeared  in  Vol.  vi.,  *'  Bird  Notes,''  p.  77. 
Great  Bustards  (Otis  tarda.  Linn.).  A  pinioned  pair 

of  this  fine  species,  the  female  of  which  had  been  lent  to  Mr. 

Astley  by  Mr.  Trevor- Batty e,  roamed  about  at  liberty  in  a  large 
orchard  ;  the  hen  bird  celebrated  our  advent  into  their  enclosure 

by  stretching  out  her  wings  and  rushing  blindly  across  the 



162  Tlie  Aviaries  and  Birds  at  Benliam  Valence. 

orchai'd,  basliiiiH,  in  a  manner  (juite  cliavactevistic  of  the  species 
into  the  tirsl  olistacle  tliat  came  into  her  way,  viz.,  a  tree  trunk — 
fortunately  no  serious  ilamaye  ai)peare(l  to  be  done.  The  male 

was  a  fine  hold  l)ird,  inviting  attention,  hut  its  rapid  strutting'  to 
and  fro  made  tlie  taking  of  the  photos  accompanying  these  in)tes 
by  no  means  an  easy  task.  A  rather  i)ecnliar  effect  is  given  to  one 
of  them  by  the  whiskers  of  the  bird  being  blown  across  its  beak  at 
the  moment  of  exi)osnre.  He  was  a  fine  bird,  and  the  l)eautiful 

fawii-bi'owiis  ami  pure  whites  of  his  plumage  must  be  seen  to  be 
appretiiated.  I  can  only  speak  of  the  male  for  the  female  hid 
herself  away  after  her  accident,  but  from  the  glimpse  I  had  of  her 
before  this  occurretl,  it  appeared  to  me  that  she  was  a  fine 

specimen. 
White-winged  Trumpeter  :  A  very  interesting  grouj) 

of  l)ir(ls.  wliich  nnght  be  almost  summed  up  as  miniature  Cranes. 
It  has  heen  my  strong  desire  to  possess  a  pair  of  these  birds  since 
I  saw  the  one  Mr.  E.  W.  Har])er  l)rouglit  over  with  him  from 

flritish  Guiana  alxnit  tlnn-e  years  ago,  for  more  desiraljle  bii-ds  for 
a  large  law^i  or  orchard  paddock  I  do  not  know,  and  as  I  hope  in 
the  near  ftiture  to  possess  this  accommodation.  I  trust  the 

opportuniry  of  gratifying  my  desire  will  not  l)e  long  delayed. 

The  accompanying  photo-reproduction  will  intlicate  the  shape  and 
form  of  the  birds,  which  will  follow  you  aliout  like  a  dog  :  never- 

theless with  all  this,  it  was  most  difficult  to  get  a  photo,  as  he  was 

always  shifting  at  the  crucial  moment,  and  refiised  to  pose  in 
rational  manner,  and  out  of  three  lightning  snaps  the  one 

reproduced  (not  very  satisfactory)  Avas  the  only  possible  one.  The 
plumage  is  velvety  black  and  i)tire  white,  the  areas  of  which  are 
clearly  indicated  on  the  photo  and  by  its  popular  name.  There 

were  also  in  the  enclosure  several  pei'fect  specimens  of  the  Black- 
breasted  Guan. 

WATERFOWL. 

These  notes  are  r,\icliing  sueli  an  inordinate  length  that  I 

feel  I  must,  after  bi'itfly  describing  tlie  enclosures  content  myself 
with  a  mere  list. 

The  Water  Fowl  Aviaries  :  These  consist  of  a  loug 

length  of  the  stream  running  tlirougli  the  park,  being  raileil  ami 
netted  in,  and  divided  up  into  roomy  sections.  A  ])ortion  of  both 

sides  of  the  bank  was  enclosed — say  (1  ft.  on  one  side  and  iiO  or 
more  feet  on  the  other,  while  tlie  stretmi  would  l)e  about  2{)  feet 
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wide.  This  will,  with  the  aid  of  the  i)hoto-reproducti()ns,  indicate 

what  splendid  ((uarteivs  are  allocated  to  these  bir<is,  of  which  there 

is  a  very  tine  and  varied  series.  In  the  varied  hues  of  their 

plumage  nearly  every  colour  of  the  I'ainhow  is  represented. 
The  Waterfowl  were  also  represented  by  a  larye  number  of 

full  winged  Ducks,  etc.,  at  liberty  upon  the  large  lake  opposite  the 
house,  and  by  no  means  the  least  interesting  feature  of  my  visit 
was  the  ojiportunity  to  observe  the  wing  evolutions  of  many 
species  in  the  air  an<l  the  varied  manner  in  which  each  alighted 
upon  the  waters  of  the  lake. 

Some  of  the  iridescent  plumage  of  the  various  species  of 
Teal  will  linger  long  in  my  memory,  several  species  of  which  are 
beautiful  almost  beyond  description. 

Ducks  :  Mandarin,  Summer,  Shoveller.  Rosy-billed, 
Chiloe  Widgeon,  Tufted  and  Pintail  ;  White-eye  FeiTUginous  and 
Crested  Pochards  :  Common  and  Ruddy  Shelducks,  Bahama, 
Variegated  and  Japanese  Teal. 

Geese  :  Canadian,  Bernicle,  Snow,  Maned  and  six  Ruddy- 
headed  Bernicles,  a  very  rare  species  from  the  Falkland  Islands. 

Ibises  :  Austi-ilian  Straw-necked,  a  very  beautiful  species. 
Black-headed  (Indian)  and  White. 

Cranes  :  European,  Australian,  Sarus,  White  Asiastic, 
Manchurian,  Demoiselle,  West  African  Crowned,  and  the  very 
uncommon  White-necked.  After  much  hesitation  1  have  re- 

produced a  photo  of  the  latter  species,  they  were  in  very  rapid 
movement  to  and  fro  while  the  photo  was  being  taken,  and  we 
were  also  compelled  to  expose  against  the  light,  i)ut  I  think  the 
species  of  sufficient  interest  to  warrant  the  inclusion  of  even  so 
unsatisfactory  a  result. 

Swans  :  Two  species  were  represented  here,  viz.,  the  Black 

and  the  Black-necked  ;  of  the  latter  species  two  photographic 
reproductions  accompany  these  notes,  viz.,  the  adult  pair  which 
were  engaged  in  incubating  six  eggs  and  two  of  their  young  which 

were  hatched  July  liK)9.  The  latter  photo  had  to  be  taken  at  very 
high  speed  as  the  young  birds  (a  very  fine  couple)  were  wildly 
swimming  to  and  fro  while  the  exposure  was  being  made. 

I  must  also  make  passing  mention  of  a  very  fine  Black 
Stork  and  two  very  rare  Reddish  Egrets,  the  two  latter  being  I 

think  immature  birds  and  a  recent  acquisition, 
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Mr.  Astley's  Nightingales  did  not  favour  nie  with  their 
exquisite  melody. 

Our  native  avifauna  is  also  largely  represented  in  the  park, 
various  marshy  areas  of  which,  particularly  supply  accommodation 
for  many  uncommon  species,  and  I  am  hoping  that  at  no  distant 
date  Mr.  Astley  will  give  us  some  account  of  the  species  nesting 

on  the  estate  (Sir  R.  Sutton's),  also  some  account  of  the  uncommon 
species  occupying  the  aviaries. 

I  feel  that  some  apology  is  due  to  the  meml)ers  for  the 
length  of  these  notes,  my  excuse  must  be  that  I  have  sought  to 
make  them  of  more  than  passing  interest,  with  I  hope  some  small 
measure  of  success. 

Foreign  Birds. 

By  Wesley  T.  Page,  F.Z.S.,  etc. 
( continued  frniH  page  139 ). 

CHAPTER  III.— Sub-family  EUPHONIIN^]. 

Chlorophonia  :  The  members  of  this  sub-family  all  need 
careful  treatment  as  new  arrivals  and  should  be  put  on  the  general 

diet  already  given.  They  must  for  some  weeks  be  kept  in  strict 

quarantine  and  have  alibei'al  supply  of  milk  sop,  containing  either 
Mellin's  Food  or  Scott's  Emulsion. 

If  living  specimens  of  ChlnrojiJioH  in  and  Etijihutiiri  are  com- 
pared it  will  be  seen  at  once  that  the  two  genera  are  almost  iden- 

tical, practically  the  brilliant  grass-greens  of  GJtlorojj/ion.ia  are  the 
principal  distinction,  which  however  is  sufficiently  striking  to 
obviate  all  difficulty  in  placing  them ;  structurally  they  are 
almost  identical,  the  same  also  applies  to  their  geographical  range. 
Chloraphonia  ranges  from  S.  Mexico  to  S.  Brazil  and  Bolivia. 

There  is  another  difficulty  also  with  this  genus  and  that  is 

popular  names  to  identify  them  by,  at  present  the  whole  nine 
species  (that  is  such  as  have  been  imported,  as  to  how  many 
species  have  already  reached  reached  this  country  alive.  I  shall 

not  attempt  to  state,  as  identification — apart  from  comparing  the 
living  birds  with  named  skins — is  difficult  indeed)  are  pojiularly 
known  as  All  Green  or  Necklace  Tanagers,  but  I  shall  attempt  to 

give  them  popular  names,  using  the  B.M.C.  key  to  the  si)ecies  as  a 
base  perhaps  I  had  better  quote  the  key  in  extenm  and  put 
the  suggested  popular  name  alongside  the  species,  reserving  the 
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t'xistiuy  niime  All  Green  for  riiu'dis,  though  its  i)liiiu!i«e  is  Ki-eeu, 
blue,  uiul  yellow. 

Ke//  to  the  Species  (B.M.C.,  Vol.  xi).  Suggested  F()i)ul!ir  Xiime. 

"  A.  Cap  bright  green  " 
"   a.  Hill  black  " 
■'    a'  Front  green  " 
"   a  "Rump  blue   " 

j  belly  i)ale  yellow   1. /v'/vW/x"  All  Green  Chloro  Tanager 
I  l)elly  dark  yellow  '1.  Idiiiiipemiix"  Yellow-brested  ., 

"    b"Ruiup  gi'een   ?>.  torre.joiii '''  Green-rumped  .,  „ 
"    1) '  Front  yellow   " 

I  interscapulium  green   4. /nuila/in"  Yellow-fronted., 
( interscapulium  blue  b.  ruruima  "  Rorainia  ]\Iountain  ..  ., 

"    1).  Bill  yellow   C).  riarirostrin"  Yellow-billed    ,.  „ 
"  B.  Cap  bright  blue   7.  jurtrii"  Blue-capped 
"  C.  Cap  green,  with  a  bright  blue  nuchal  spot 
"    c.  Superciliaries  green  8.  occipitalh"  Green-capped    „  „ 
■'    d.  Superciliaries  yellow  d.  rnllnj)hf/rs"  Y'ellow-naped  „ 

The  above  names  are  not  altogether  satisfactory,  but  this  is 
unavoidable  and  used  in  conjunction  with  the  above  key,  should 
do  something  to  eliminate  the  present  confusion,  and  with  the 

prefix  "  Chloro,"  that  is,  calliny  this  genus  Chloro  Tanagers,  the 
names  given  are  not  likely  to  clash  with  those  of  the  other 

Tanagrine  genera.  Faulty  as  tlie  above  arrangement  is,  if  all  avi- 
culturists  fall  into  line,  it  will  be  less  confusing  than  the  present 
custom,  and  it  is  at  any  rate  a  definite  basis  to  work  from  ;  based 
as  it  is,  not  upon  the  general  colouration,  which  is  very  similar 

throughout  the  genus,  bt/f  upon  the  distinguislting  fprttxrc  of  <'((cJi 
sppcif:^.  I  venture  to  hope  all  F.B.C.  members  will  adopt  the  above 
names  when  describing  or  exhibiting  their  birds  and  thus  put  an 
end  to  one  common  or  popular  name  for  nine  species. 

Whether  the  prefix  Chloro  becomes  general  or  not,  the 

names  allotted  to  the  respective  species  are  as  descriptive  as  cir- 
cumstances i)ermit — there  is  really  no  one  distinguishing  colour 

that  is  common  to  the  first  six  species  and  the  same  difJiculty 
largely  prevails  with  the  last  three  also.  Possibly  some  may  say 
that  with  the  prefix  the  names  are  too  cumbersome,  but  if  thereby 
confusion  with  the  popular  names  of  other  sections  of  the 

Tanagrid^  is  avoided,  it  is  worth  while  putting  up  with  the  in- 
convenience, besides,  generally  they  can  be  spoken  of  as  All  Green 

Chloro,  etc.,  and  to  this  end  I  have  left  Chloro  and  Tanager 
unconnected. 
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All  Grebx  Chloro  Tanaobr  {C.  n'riditi)  :  All  Green 
is  a  misnomer,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  description,  yet  as  this  is 

the  one  species  of  this  group  that  has  been  imported  in  some  num- 
bers it  would  be  very  ill  advised  to  change  the  name  it  has  been 

known  by  for  so  long.  That  it  is  not  fragile,  once  it  is  established, 
has  been  abundantly  proved  by  our  esteemeti  member.  Mrs. 
Anningson,  who  during  the  inclement  season  of  19O0  kept  this 

species  in  a  specially  constructed  out-dooi' aviary  with  Sugar  Birds 
and  other  Tanagers,  and  when  I  had  tlie  i^rivilege  of  seeing  them 

last  October,  the  fittest  of  the  whole  group  was  a  s])lendid  speci- 
men of  this  species.  But  I  am  bound  to  a<lmit  new  arrivals  are 

very  fragile  and  must  be  carefully  nursed  at  first,  and  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  diet  already  advised,  should  be  kept  in  warm,  well 

lighted  and  ventilated  quarters,  till  they  become  acclimatised. 
The  whole  of  the  genus  is  beautiful  l)eyond  description  and  well 
deserve  their  i)o|)ularity.  The  above  notes  as  regards  treatment 
are  applicable  to  the  whole  genus  and  need  not  be  repeated. 

Description  (3).  Phimage  very  lustrous  and  shining ; 

head  and  neck  bright  gi-ass-green  ;  back,  rump,  upper  tail-coverts, 
and  circle  round  eye.  turquoise-blue  ;  wings  and  tail  black,  edged 

with  green,  the  wing-coverts  strongly  suffused  with  blue  ;  abdo- 
men lightish  chrome-yellow  :  inner  margins  of  quills  white  :  bill 

plumbeous  ;  feet  brownish-fiesh  colour.  Total  length  4^  inches, 
tail  ih  inches. 

(  $  ).  The  colour  areas  are  very  similar  but  less  lustrous  ; 
the  yellow  of  the  abdomen  is  washed  with  green,  and  the  blue  of 
the  upper  surface  is  confined  to  the  back  of  the  neck  and  rump. 

It  is  a  native  of  South  P^astern  Brazil. 

Yellow-bellied  Chloro  Tanaobr  iC.  ImniipenHiK)  -. 
This  is  very  similar  to  C.  riridix,  and  is  probably  not  entitled  to 
specific  distinction  ;  Dr.  P.  L.  Sclater  held  this  view,  but  for  lack 
of  material  hesitated  to  unite  it  with  riridis.  The  probability 
is  that  it  is  merely  a  local  race. 

Practically  the  only  distinction  between  the  two  is  that  the 

yellow  of  the  abdomen  is  of  a  darker  and  richer  hue,  and  the  col- 
our areas,  especially  of  the  under  surface,  are  more  sharply 

defined. 
It  is  a  native  of  Colombia  and  Ecuador. 

Green-rumped  Chloro  Tanaoer  (C.  tnrrrjuni)  While 
bearing  a  general  resemblance  to  the  two  preceding  species,  it  can 
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ho  rradily  distinguished  tVoni  same  by  its  Ijright  green  I'Uiiip. 
It  fuiiges  over  Colombia,  Peru,  and  Holivia. 

Description  (,(?).  Plumage  silken  and  lustrous,  l)rilliant 
grass-green  :  rump  brighter  green  :  broad  i)atcli  on  hind  neck 
and  circle  rt)und  eye  turquoise-blue  :  middle  of  abdomen  yellow, 

greenish  at  sides  and  ventral  region  :  inner  margins  of  wing-quills 
white  :  1)111  dark  horn-brown  ;  legs  and  feet  brownish.  Total 
length      inches,  tail  if  inches. 

(  ?  ).  Similar,  l)ut  less  brilliant. 

Yellow-fronted  Chloro  Taxager  (G.  fronlalis)  -. 
This  and  the  next  species  are  distinguished  by  having  a  yellow- 
frontal  band,  but  it  is  broader  and  more  distinct  in  ffoiifdlis  than 
in  roraii)iu'. 

Description  (  c? ).  Plumage  iridescent  ;  brilliant  grass- 
green  :  broad  collar  on  luipe,  circle  round  eyes,  rump  and  upper 

tail-coverts  turquoise-blue  :  under  wing-coverts  yellowish-white  ; 
inner  margin  of  wing-feathers  white  :  bill  horn-brown  ;  legs  and 

feet  brownisii.    Total  length  ")  inches,  tail  I5  inches. 
(  ?  ).  Very  similar  but  less  brilliant,  and  the  blue  collar 

on  nape  and  yellow-frontal  band  less  distinct  :  the  rump  is  green 
and  the  abdomen  greenish-yellow. 

It  is  a  native  of  Venezuela. 
RoRAiMA  Mountain  Chloro  Tanager  rnraiww) : 

The  popular  name  of  this  species  I  have  based  on  the  locality  it 
comes  from  as  it  appears  to  l)e  local  to  the  Roraima  Mountains, 
British  Guiana. 

Description  ( <?  ).  Plumage  iridescent  :  brilliant  grass-green  ; 
collar  on  nape,  circle  round  eyes,  rump,  and  ujiper  tail-coverts 
turquoise-blue  ;  interscapulium  strongly  sulfused  with  blue  ;  wings 
and  tail  black  with  green  margins ;  frontal  band  (forehead)  yellow  ; 

ujider  wing  coverts  and  inner  margins  of  wing-feathers  white  ; 

bill  horn-brown  ;  legs  and  feet  brownish.  Total  length  -l^  inches, 
tail  if  inches. 

(  ?  ).  Very  similar  but  less  brilliant  ;  abdomen  greenish- 
yellow  ;  interscapulium  green. 

Yellow-billed  Chloro  Tanager   (C.  jiarirostrisj 
This  species  is  very  beautiful  and  is  more  entitled  to  the  cogno- 

men All  Green  than  any  other  member  of  the  genus.   1  think  this 
species  has  been  imported  alive  to  this  country  and  if  I  remember 

rightly  two  or  three  specimens  were  exhibited  by  Mr.  C.  P. 
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Arthur  ami  another  exhibitor  at  one  of  the  Crystal  Palace  Shows 

a  few  years  ago,  but  the  species  was  not  recognised  at  the  time. 

The  species  is  very  rare,  and  at  tlie  time  (1(SS('))  the  British  Mus- 
eum Catalogue  was  compiled,  there  was  but  one  skin,  a  ?  (?) 

which  is  described  below  : 

■■  Uiiif'oi-iii  liright  grass-greeii  ;   wiii<;s  and  tail  l)lack.  edofecl  with 
"similar  lirccii  :  helow  rather  paler;  middle  of  belly  and  crissum  pale 
"yellow;  undrr  w  ihl;  i-ovcrts  and  inner  mar<;iiis  of  wing-feathers  white; 
"eve-circlet  and    cliiii  ̂ p(lt    pale  vellow  ;    hill,   legs,  and  feet,  vellow. 
"Whole  length  4  inches,  wing       tail  l-J.  (l^.:\r.(".) 

"  Hah..  Ecuador. 
"The  type  si)eoimen.  which  is  at  present  uni(pie,  is  ])robably  a 

"female.  It  is  at  once  distinguished  by  its  yellow  bill  and  the  narrow 
"circlet  of  yellow  feathers  round  the  eye."    (B.^I.C.  Vol.  xi  ) 

Blue-capped  Chloro  Taxager  (C.  prpfrii) This  and 
the  following  two  species  differ  materially  from  those  that  have 

been  previously  described — the  colouration  is  ipiite  distinct,  with 

even  more  vai'iety,  yet  with  the  same  colours  slightly  differently 
arranged  in  all  three  species,  making  it  just  as  difficult  to  give  a 
descriptive  popular  name,  as  it  was  witli  the  six  preceding  species. 

This  species  might  perhaps  have  been  called  Pretrei's  Tanager,  but 
as  this  name  is  already  applied  to  SpiiidriJix  pirfrii,  such  would 
only  lead  to  confusion.  It  is  a  very  beautiful  species  and  so  far  I 
have  not  seen  a  living  s])ecimen.  Very  possibly  the  bill  and  legs 

and  feet  are  not  correctly  described,  as  these  iiai'ts  seldom  retain 
their  natural  colour  for  any  lengthy  period. 

It  is  a  native  of  Colombia  and  Venezuela. 

Description  (  3).  Upper  surface  dark  green  :  frontal  band 

green,  which  is  divided  from  the  rich  blue  ci'own  by  a  thin  dark 
red  line,  this  line  is  continued  over  the  eyes  :  rum])  bright  yellow  : 

wings  and  tail  black,  with  bi-oadish  green  margins  ;  under  sui'face  : 
throat,  neck,  and  ujiper  breast  ricii  grass-green,  divided  from  the 

deep  chestnut  of  the  abdomen  and  ventral  region  by  a  nai-row 
band  of  dark  maroon  ;  sides  of  abdomen  In-ight  yellow  :  bill 
black  ;  legs  and  feet  brown.    Total  length     inches,  tail  i  J*  inches. 

(  S  ).  Dift'ei's  from  the  male  in  having  the  frontal  band 
chestnut,  und  the  abdomen  greenish  yellow. 

Green-capped  Chloro  Taxaoer  (C.  ix'cijiitdlis). 
Another  lovely  s|)ecies,  but  no  living  specimen  has  yet 
reached  this  country,  therefore  can  only  be  described  from  skins. 

Description  ( <?  ).  Upper  surface  brilliant  grass-green  ; 

Cap  grass-green,  witli  a  large  blue  spot  on  the  hind-heatt  ;  narrow 
neck  band  pale  tur(]uoise-l)lue  ;  wings  and  tail  black,  witli  I)n)ad 
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Miven  inaryins  :  under  surface,  throat  and  l)reast  «i'ass-yreen,  witli 
a  K(>lden  sheen,  wliieli  is  separated  from  the  yelh)\v  alxlonien  and 

centi'al  region  l)y  a  narrow  liand  nf  dark'  niar(i(in  :  sides  of 
alxloinen  tureen;  bill  slate-eoloiir  :  leys  and  feet  hrown  :  total 
length  4  incdies,  tail  I4. 

Hal).  Southern  Mexico  and  Vara  Paz  (B.M.C.). 

YrLLOW-XAPED  CHLORO  TaXAGER  {C.  ral/op/ij/rx). 

Thony  h  very  similar  in  coloui-ation  to  the  two  preceding  species, 
it  is  easily  distinL;uishal)l('  from  either.  l)y  the  I'ich  turquoise- 
blue  of  the  hind-head  and  the  \  ello\v  supeiriliaries — description 
from  skins. 

Description  ( <?  ).  Tapper  surface  brilliant  fjrass-green  ; 
wings  and  tail  brownisli-l)lack,  with  bi-oad  green  margins  ;  hind- 
heatl  rich  torquoise-bliie  ;  narrow  [jostei'ior,  neck  collar  blue  with 
greenish  sheen  :  broail  supeiriliaries,  widened  on  the  nape,  rich 

gohlen-yellow  :  uiidcr  surface  :  throat,  neck  and  t)reast  grass-green, 
witli  a  golden  sheen  :  a  narrow  band  of  dark  mai'oon  crosses  the 

lower  breast  :  abdomen  l)right  yellow  :  sides  of  abdomen  Iji'ight 
green  ;  bill  black  :  legs  and  feet  l)r(iwn  :  total  length  5  inches, 
tail  Ih 

I  see  from  the  Zoo  list  that  a  specimen,  sai<l  to  be  of  this 
species,  was  received  on  May  3()tli,  11H)4,  which  I  failed  to  note. 
The  authorities  called  it  the  Blue-capped  Tanager,  which  causes 
me  to  doubt  it  being  correctly  defined,  as  this  species  has  the  cap 
green  and  the  occiput  only  turquoise-blue  ;  therefore  as  Blue- 
capped  is  more  api)licable  to  C.ptrfrii,  I  have  ventured  to  name 
this  species  as  above. 

It  was  presented  by  Captain  Pam. 
One  can  only  hope  that  the  time  is  not  distant  when  the 

whole  of  this  lovely  genus  will  be  known  to  English  Aviculture, 
and  also  our  knowledge  of  their  wild  life  and  nesting  arrange- 

ments increased. 

EUPHONIA  :  This  genus  consists  of  '.VA  species  as  follows  : 
1.  musica  12.  luteicapilla  23.  laniirostrif; 
2.  insig7)is  13.  graci.Hs  24.  lii/poxantha 
3.  scUilci-i  14.  cone'nnui  25.  vwlanura 
4.  nigricollis  15.  finschi  20.  mfivenlr'is 
i).  clcrjiintisfi iiKi      16.  xahivdla                    27.  v'lttafd 
<).  Ihirifrous  17.  minutii  28.  jyedoraVi.t 
I.  cl/hirol icii  IS.  (invd'  29.  aujava 

(S   (I  lit  Ills  11).  j'ulvicr'issii  30.  (jouldi 1).  tnnitiitis  20.  nohicea  31.  viesoclivi/sa 
10.  xuiilhoydstrii      21.  liivundi iKiceu  32.  chrysopasta 
11,  rujiceps  .22.  gnutliQ  ..  33.  plurnbea 
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Dr.  P.  ]j.  Sclcitei-  in  the  B.M.C,  divides  these  into  five  sec- 
tions as  follows  : 

Section  I.-  Species  M'ith  cap  blue,  alhecl  to  E.  iimxicd  ~\,  "J,  ?>,  4,  h,  (1. 
Section  II.— Species  with  cap  and  belly  yellow  or  red  ;  I  7.  8,  9,  10,  11,  12,  Iri. 

throat  black,  allied  to  E.  r/il<,nitlru        )  14,  15,  16,  17,  18,  19. 
Section  TTl.    Species  with  ca))  yellow  and  under  surface  rJO.  21,  22,  23,24, 

wholly  vellow,  allied  to  E.  rldltici'ii  \  25. 
Section  lY.    Species  with  the  whole  uppei'  surface  and  throat 

shining  black,  allied  to  E.  nipve/ih-is  )      "''  ~  '  ~ 
e  upper  surface  darl 
;  olive,    (iroup  of  E. 

[To  be  continued.] 

Section  V. — Sp(;cies  with  the  upper  surface  dark  olive-gi'een  I .,, 

or  plumbeous  olive,    (iroup  of  E.  i/o/ili//.  j-oU,  ol,  rfJ,  Ai. 

The  Transfer  of  a  Choice  Collection. 

By  H.  Goodchild,  m.b.o.u. 

(Continued  from  page  127.  j 

British  birds  were  represented  by  but  one  solitary  specimen — a 
vphite  Skylark,  which  shared  tlie  same  cage  as  the  Bengal  Pitta,  and 
which  was  nearly  as  restless,  but  although  Passerine  birds  in  general 
were  not  numerous  in  the  collection,  tliere  were  still  some  nice  birds 
both  as  regards  types  and  individuals.  Thus,  there  were  three 

Yellow-winged  Sugar  Birds,  and  a  pair  of  the  rarer  Purple  Sugar 
Birds,  while  both  the  Blue  and  the  glossy-plumaged  Black-headed 
Sugar  bird  were  included. 

One  large  cage,  placed  by  itself  in  a  quiet  room,  contained  a 
dozen  or  more  of  the  charming  Australian  finches:  viz.,  Pectoral, 
Painted,  Ruficauda  and  Gouldian  Finches.  In  an  adjoining  room 

where  on  my  first  visit  I  had  seen  the  Scimitar  Babbler*  flying  loose 
and  taking  the  extraordinarily  long  bounds  that  is  characteristic  of 
tliis  species,  there  were  several  species  of  Parrakeets,  all  enjoying 
comparative  freedom.  The  one  most  interesting  to  me  being  the  now 

rare  Adelaide  Parrakeet  {I'latycercus  ndelaidce),  a  female,  Mr.  Millsum 
having  unfoituuately  lost  the  male  shortly  before  my  arrival.  Here 

also  were  pairs  of  Ring-necked,  Yellow-collars,  Mealy  Rosellas, 
Crimson-winged  and  an  odd  Rock  Pebbler  Parrakeet. 

As  showing  the  interest  mine  liost  took  (and  doul)tless  still 
takes)  in  Lories  and  Lorikeets,  he  had  pairs  of  the  following  birds  : 

Red-collared,  Green-naped,  Scaly-breasted,  Purple-crowned  and  Mrs. 

Johnston's  Lorikeets,  Violet-naped,  Red-fronted  and  Ceram  Lories. 
The  Mrs.  Johnston's  Lorikeets  were  exhibited  at  the  last  Crystal 
Palace  Show,  and  were  figured  in  black  and  white  in  our  February 

*  See  plate,  Vol.  vii.  B.X.  p.p.  214,  215. 
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issue  (p.  33;  and  described  concisely  by  our  esteemed  Editor,  so  that  I 
need  not  describe  tbeir  colouration,  tliey  were,  however,  in  faultless 

condition.  The  Red-fronted  Lories*  were  ̂ :^<)t  the  pair  exhibited  by 
Mr.  Millsum  at  the  Horticultural  Hall,  but  a  comparatively  recent 
acquisition,  and  were  very  fine. 

Of  other  Parrakeets  there  were  pairs  of  Many-colours,  and  Plum- 
headed,  an  odd  Mealy  Rosella,  a  Lesser  Patagonian  Conure  (this  bird 

was  very  tame  and  interesting)  ;  a  young  Crimson-wing  and  a  pair  of 
All-green  Conures  {Conurus  leiicophthahnas),  an  interesting  species  and 
by  no  means  common— a  brief  description  may  be  of  general  interest  : 
Pliunage  green,  lighter  on  the  underparts,  bend  of  wing  red,  quills 
and  under  tail-coverts  golden-olive,  naked  skin  round  eyes  white,  bill 

yellowish  flesh-colour,  legs  and  feet  dusky.  Total  length  13|^  inches, 
of  which  the  tail  measures  6^.  Habitat :  The  Amazon  Valley,  Guiana, 
Colombia,  Peru,  Bolivia  and  Brazil. 

There  were  two  species  I  should  have  liked  to  identify,  if  I  had 
not  been  engaged  drawing  the  more  pronounced  and  beautiful  types 
of  birds ;  one  was  a  Parrot,  which  we  both  believed  to  be  a  Pionus, 
but  which  was  probably  immature  at  the  time  i  saw  it.  and  the  other 
birds  were  Starlings,  which  shared  an  outdoor  aviary  (one  of  those 
depicted  in  Bird  Notes  in  a  former  volume)  with  a  Yellow  Hangnest, 

a  Palm  Tauager,  a  pair  of  White-winged  Jamaican  Doves,  a  pair  of 
charming  Violet-necked  Doves  (also  from  Jamaica)  and  last  but  not 
least,  a  male  Golden  Pheasant.  Of  the  larger  birds  of  the  Order 

Psittaci,  there  were  only  a  few  besides  the  Ceram  or  Yellow-backed 
Lories  already  mentioned  ;  one  of  the  most  interesting  being  the  pair 

of  Purple-capped  Lories  {Lorius  domicella),  while  the  most 

unusual,  to  most  people's  minds,  would  be  the  pair  of  Wester- 
mann's  Eclectus,  and  the  rarest  probably  the  solitary  specimen  of 
Everett's  Parrot  (TuHygnalhus  everetti).  The  Eclectus  is  a  curious 
bird—  like  others  of  its  genus,  on  account  of  the  remarkable  difference 
in  the  colouration  of  the  sexes  the  male  being  a  grass-green  for  the 
most  part  and  the  female  a  deep  rich  chocolate-crimson.  Apart  from 
their  striking  colours,  they  do  ne  t  appear  to  me  to  be  at  all  interesting 
birds,  and  I  remember  some  years  ago  when  making  a  coloured  draw- 

ing to  appear  in  the  "  Proceedings  "  of  the  Zoological  Society,  that 
one  of  these  birds  retired  to  the  further  corners  of  its  cage  and  looked 
unutterable  things  at  me  as  I  intently  looked  at  it  to  paint  its  portrait. 

I  have  not  attempted  to  enumerate  all  the  species  in  this  fine 
and  varied  collection,  nor  yet  to  number  the  individuals,  as  there  were 

*  bee  frontispiece  Vol.  viii.  December  issne. 
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ovtT  a  liiiiulrcd  of  them,  and  some  were  well  known,  or  conimonly  kept 
types,  but  as  no  news  has  come  of  any  calamity  like  that  which  robbed 

Mr.  Millsiini  of  the  Black-winged  Loi"y  and  many  other  choice  and 
rare  hirds,  we  may  hope  that  nearly  the  whole  of  these  birds  are  now 
benefiting  by  tlieir  more  spacinns  quarters  and  tlie  brighter  sun  of 
continental  iMiropt;,  and  that  the  skill,  care  and  knowledge  which  we 
know  Mr.  Millsnm  possesses,  will  enable  them  to  enjoy  a  long  life  in 

Mr.  Panvvel's  magnificent  aviaries  at  P^verberg. 
No'i  E. — May  issue,  p.  123,  line  10.—  "  will  contain  the  finest  collection 

in  the  world,"  should  read,  "will  contain  one  of  the  finest  private  collections 
ill  the  world." 

Book  Notices  and  Reviews. 

Our  Search  for  a  Wilderness.— By  Mary  Blair  Bcebe  and  C.  W.  Beebe.— 
Henry  ilolt  and  Co.,  New  York.  A  close  perusal  of  this  interesting, 
practical,  and  also  scientific  work,  more  than  confirms  what  we  said  in  our 
l)reliniinarv  notice.  This  we  can  best  illustrate  by  one  or  two  extracts 
of  thf  birds  noticed  : — 

"  HoA'i'zixs  {Oj)/.st}ioroi//i(n  hmizhi  [.!/«//].  An  hour  later  as  our  dug- 
"  out  idunds  a  sharp  bend  in  the  caiio.  there  comes  to  our  ears  a  series  of 
"  I'MspiiiL;  erics — hoarse  and  creakiiii;  ;is  un<iiled  wheels.  The  glasses  show 
"a  Hock  of  large  l)rown.  fowl-like  birds  in  a  clumj)  of  bushes  overhanging 
"  the  water.  Their  barred  wings,  and  tall,  delicate  crests  tell  us  that  they 
"  are  the  birds  of  all  others  which  we  had  hoped  to  see  and  study.  We 
"  are  floating  witliin  a  hundred  feet  of  a  flock  of  Hoatzins — the  strange 
"reptile-like,  living  fossils  which  are  found  only  in  this  part  of  the  world, 
"  which  are  closely  related  to  no  other  living  birds. 

'  As  we  drew  near,  the  birds  fluttered  through  the  foliage  as  if  their 
'  wings  were  broken.  We  find  that  this  is  the  usual  mode  of  progression, 
"  and  for  a  most  interesting  reason.  Soon  after  the  Hoatzins  are  hatched  and 
"while  yet  unfledged  they  aie  able  to  leave  the  nest  and  climb  about  the 
"branches,  and  in  this  they  are  greatly  aided  by  the  use  of  the  wings  as 
"  arms  and  hands.  The  three  fingers  of  the  wing  are  each  armed  with  a 
"reptile-like  claw,  and  at  the  approach  of  danger  the  birds  climb  actively 
"  about  like  squirrels  or  lizards.  It  has  usually  been  thought  that  when 
"  they  grew  up  they  lose  all  these  reptilian  habits  and  behave  as  conven- 
"  tional  feathered  bipeds  should.  But  we  find  that  while,  of  course,  the 
■  fingers  are  deeply  hidden  beneath,  the  long  flight  feathers  of  the  wing, 
"  yet  these  very  feathers  are  often  used  finger-like  in  forcing  aside  thick 
"  vines,  the  birds  thus  clambering  and  pushing  their  way  along. 

"  It  was  with  the  keenest  delight  of  the  pioneer  and  discoverer  that  we 
"watched  these  rare  creatures.  Although  they  do  not  nest  till  until  July 
"  and  August,  yet  we  found  them  in  the  very  trees  and  bushes  which  held 
"  the  remains  of  last  year's  nestss,  thus  revealing  their  .sedentary  life  during 
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"  the  rest  of  the  year.  And  day  after  dny  and  week  after  week  we  leai'ned 
"  to  know  that  they  would  be  found  in  this  or  that  tree  and  nowhere  else  : 
"  they  wei-e  veritable  feathered  sloths.  They  feed  chiefly  ui)on  leaves,  but 
"  fish  also  entered  into  the  bill  of  fare  of  at  least  one  individual. 

"  We  shot  two,  one  for  the  skin  and  the  other  foi-  the  skeleton,  and 
"  we  found  the  i)luniage  in  a  very  worn  and  ragt;ed  condition,  tlie  wing 
"  feathers  especially  so,  whei-e  the  branches  and  leaves  had  rubbed  and 
"  worn  away  the  barbs.  Throughout  the  noonday  heat  these  birds  were 
"  always  to  be  found  in  the  foliage  overhanging  the  water,  ready,  when 
"  disturbed  to  floj)  and  thrash  a  few  yards  through  the  mangroves  and 
"  bamboos." 

"  Yklluvv-backkd  Ca.s.-^ivi'k  {Cuciriin  pfi-.tic/is  [Li/Ill. \  One  of  the  first 
"  things  which  attracted  our  attention  were  the  Orioles  or  Ca.ssiiiues  great 
"  black  and  yellow  beauties  with  whitish  beaks  and  an  infinitely  varied 
"vocabulary.  In  the  north  oui-  eyes  were  gladdened  by  the  sight  of  a 
"single  pair  of  Orioles  flying  about  their  nest  in  the  elm  ;  here  in  a  single 
"  tree  were  sometimes  over  one  hundred  and  fifty  inhabitated  nests*  most  of 
"which  were  two  feet  or  more  in  length.  The  more  we  watched  these 
"  birds  the  more  interesting  they  became.  They  showed  a  real  intelligence 
"  in  the  selection  of  a  site  for  their  nests.  Monkeys,  tree  snakes,  opossum 
"  and  other  bird-eating  creatures  were  numerous  hereabouts  .... 
"to  conceal  their  nest  successfully  would  be  imi)ossible.  So  their  houses 
"  are  swung  out  in  the  full  view  of  all.  But  one  or  two  precautions  are  al- 
"  ways  taken.  Either  the  birds  choose  a  solitary  tree  which  fairly  over- 
"  hangs  some  thatched  hut,  or  else  the  colony  is  close  about  one  of  the  great 
"  wasps'  nests  which  are  seen  here  and  there  high  up  among  the  branches 
"  of  the  forest." 

"  The  Indian  and  native  Venezuelans  never  trouble  the  birds,  which 
"  have  been  quick  to  realize  and  take  advantage  of  this  fact,  and  weave 
"their  ne.sts  and  rear  their  young  almost  within  arm's  length  of  the 
"  thatched  roof s.  No  monkey  dares  venture  here,  and  the  mongrel  dogs 
"  keep  off  all  the  small  canivores." 

"  But  a  colony  of  Cassiques  which  chooses  to  live  in  the  jungle  itself 
"would  have  short  shrift,  were  it  not  for  the  strange  connnunal  guardian- 
"  shij)  of  the  wasps.  These  insects  are  usually  large  and  venomous,  and 
"one  sting  would  be  enough  to  kill  a  bird  ;  indeed,  a  fierce  fever  often  en- 
"  sues  when  a  man  has  been  stung  by  half-a-dozen.      So  the  birds  must  in 
"  some  wonderful  way  be  immune  to  the  attacks  of  the  wasps  
"  although  the  Cassiques  cannot  have  learned  from  experience  of  the  ter- 
"rible  wounds  which  the  wasps  can  inflict,  yet  they  are  keenly  alive  to  the 
"  advantages  to  be  derived  from  close  association  with  them." 

"  The  wasps  nest  is  built  far  out  on  the  tip  of  the  limb  of  some 
"  forest  tree,  and  the  long  pendent  homes  of  the  Cassiques  are  placed  close 
"  to  it,  sometimes  eight  or  ten  on  the  same  branch,  and  others  on  neigh- 
"bouring  limbs,  so  near  that  the  homes  of  birds  and  insects  rattle  against 
"  each  other  when  the  wind  blows." 

Very  similar  in  form  to  the  nest  of  Yellow  Han^nest,  figured  in  Vol.  vii.,  p.  G4. 
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"  One  such  community  was  placed  rather  near  tlie  ground,  where  we 
"  could  watch  the  inhabitants  closely.  Frequently  when  one  or  two  of  the 
"big  birds  returned  to  theii'  nests  with  a  rush  and  a  headlong  plunge  into 
"the  entrance,  the  whole  branch  shook  violently.  Yet  the  wasps  showed  no 
"  excitement  or  alarm  !  their  sul>dued  buzzing  did  not  rise  in  tone.  But 
"  when  T  reached  up  and  moved  the  branch  gently  downwards,  the  angry 
"  hum  which  came  forth  sent  me  into  the  underbriish  in  haste.  From 
"  a  safe  distance  T  could  see  the  wasps  circling  about  in  quick  spurts 
"which  meant  trouble  to  any  intruder,  while  the  Cassiques  squeaked  and 
"  screamed  their  loudest   The  nests  are  beautifully  woven,  of 
"  very  tough  palm  leaf  shreds  and  grain  stems,  in  shape  like  tall  vases 
"  bulging  at  the  bottom  to  allow  room  for  the  eggs  and  young  birds,  with 
"an  entrance  at  the  side  near  the  top  Those  nests  which  were 
"already  deserted  or  with  young  ready  to  fly  had  simple  rounded  tops 
"  arching  over  to  protect  the  entrance  from  the  sun  ;  but  in  the  nests 
"which  were  in  process  of  construction,  now  at  the  begirmingof  the  rainy 
"season  (April)  there  appeared  an  additional  chamber  with  a  dense  roof  of 
"  thatch,  in  which  one  of  the  parentis,  the  male  at  least  in  one  case,  passed 
"  the  nights  safe  from  the  torrents  of  sudden  rain." 

These  two  extracts  must  suffice,  as  indicating  the  entrancing  interest  of 
the  book  for  all  bird  lovers,  but  similar  accounts  of  the  whole  fauna  of  the 
districts  visited  appear- -photographic  reproductions  of  great  merit  and 
interest  adorn  almost  every  page,  and  we  sti'ongly  recommend  our  readers 
to  procure  a  cojjy  at  once — it  is  a  book  whicli  will  be  read  again  and  again, 
and  also  be  used  as  a  work  of  reference. 

Eggs  and  Nests  of  British  Birds.^By  F.  Finn,  B.A.,  F.Z.S.,  etc.,  with 
coloured  reproductions  of  154  eggs  from  nature  in  twenty  plates,  and 
with  reproductions  of  74  eggs  in  half-tone  and  other  illustrations. 
Hutchinson  &  Co.,  Paternoster  Row,  London. 

This  is  really  an  interesting  and  well  arranged  book,  and  is  divided 
into  seven  parts. 

Part     I. — In  Towns  and  Gardens. 
Part    II. — By  Wayside  and  Woodland. 
Part  III, — By  Wayside  and  Woodland  (on  or  near  the  ground). 
Part    IV.— By  the  Waterside. 
Part     V.  -By  Mountain  Marsh  and  Moor. 
Part    VI. — By  sea  and  shore. 
Pai't  VII. — Birds  not  breeding  in  Britain. 
The  coloured  figures  are  true,  but  we  consider  the  general  effect 

w<^uld  have  been  better  had  the  backgrounds  been  lighter  in  most  of  them. 
The  reproductions  of  nests  hi  xitii,  with  eggs  or  young  are  both  numerous 
and  good.  To  in<licate  the  method  adopted  we  reprint  the  account  of  the 
Mai  sli  Tit,  all  otliers  1  eiiig  similarly  dealt  w  ith. 

l\I.VI!Sll  Trr  {I'anis  imlrd/r/s). 
"  Tlie  iMiu  sli-tit  uses  much  the  same  nesting  sites  as  the  Blue — and 

'■  Coal-tits,  but  does  not  affect  low  situnt  ons  as  much  as  the  last  species, 
"nor,  unlike  the  Blue-tit  does  it  care  much  about  artiiicial  sites,  and  i.s  sel- 
"  dom  to  be  tempted  by  nesting-boxes,  preferring  natural  holes  in  trees, 
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"  esjiecially  in  pollard  willows,  for  it  is  often  found  by  the  water-side, 
■'  th(>uf?h  less  exclusively  than  its  name  would  imply.  It  often  pecks  out 
"  its  own  hole  in  a  rotten  trees.  The  nest  itself  is  of  the  usual  Tit  type, 
"made  of  moss,  ̂ rass,  wool,  fur  and  feathers  ;  willow  catkins  are  also  used 
"according  to  Mr.  Kearton." 

"  The  eggs  are  very  like  those  of  the  Tilue-and-Coal-tits,  and  equally 
"numerous,  if  not  more  so,  ranging  from  six  to  ten.  The  nesting-time  is 
"  the  same  as  that  given  for  the  last  species." 

"  The  Marsh -tit  nest  all  over  most  of  the  British  Isles,  but  is  local 
"  in  Scotland  and  Ireland,  and  all  across  the  temperate  parts  of  the  Old 
"  World  ;  its  black  cap  and  bill  will  distinguish  it  from  all  the  other  small 
"  Tits  except  the  Coal-tit,  which  is  well  distinguished  from  it  by  the  white 
"  spots  on  the  back  of  the  neck." 

"  A  form  of  Marsh-tit  called  tha  Willow-tit  {Pai  u>>  salicari usi)  has 
"been  found  breeding  here  ;  it  is  said  to  be  distinguishable  by  its  duller 
"  black  head,  more  rounded  tail,  and  whitish  edging  to  the  wing  feather.s, 
"  while  the  eggs  are  larger  and  more  clearly  spotted.  This  1ms  a  wide 
"range  across  Europe  and  Asia." 

It  should  prove  a  welcome  addition  to  the  bookshelves  of  all  interested 
in  our  native  avifauna. 

The  Water-fowl  of  India  and  Asia,   iiy  F    Finn,  M  A,,  M.B.O.U.— 
Thacker,  Spink  and  Co.,  Calcutta.  Rs. 
We  propose  supplementing  the  preliminary  notice  of  last  issue,  with 

a  reprint  of  one  of  the  smaller  accounts  of  species,  viz  :— 
"The  Red-ckks'I'kd  Mehgansek.— J/e/v/a//.st'/- .se/;(t/(>;-,  Blandford, 

"  Faun.  Brit.  Ind.,  Birds  Vol.  iv,  p.  470.    Vernacular  names. — None  known. 
"  This  Merganser  is  a  smaller  bird  than  the  Goossander,  but  has  a 

"longer  and  narrower  bill,  with  more  teeth,  and  less  hooked  at  the  tip. 
"  The  sexes  differ  structurally  in  just  the  opposite  way  to  those  of  the 
"  other  species,  the  nialc  Merganser  having  a  long  straggling  double  crest, 
"  consisting  of  an  upper  and  lower  portion,  and  the  a  shorter  one. 
"  The  mah  of  this  species  resembles  in  general  the  male  Goosander  in 
"  colour  and  markings,  with  the  following  noteworthy  differences  : — The 
"  back  is  more  black,  the  breast  is  reddish-brown  with  ill-defined  l)lack 
"  streaks ;  the  whole  front  edge  of  the  wing  is  grey,  and  there  are  two 
"  black  bars  across  the  white  part ;  there  is  a  patch  of  white  black-edged 
"  feathers  just  in  front  of  the  armi)it  ;  and  the  lower  part  of  the  back  is 
"  finely  pencilled  with  black  and  white,  this  marking  being  continued 
"  more  coarsely  on  the  upi)er  thinks." 

"  l^ha  feiiial c  is  very  like  the  female  (Joosander,  but  is  of  a  dull 
"  mottled  brownish-grey  instead  of  the  cleai'  pale  liluisli  grey  of  that  bird  ; 
"  the  head  is  not  so  reddish,  and  the  white  of  the  throat  is  duller 
"  and  less  clearly  defined  ;  and  the  white  i)atch  on  the  wing  formed  by 
"  the  secondaries  and  their  coverts  is  crossed  hy  a  black  bar,  this  occupying 
"  the  same  position  as  the  shorter  of  the  two  black  wing-bars  of  the  male. 

"  The  //mini/  and  the  male  in  iiinlrfin.f  closely  resembles  the  female. 
"  Voniig  birds  ami  females  have  less  bright  red  feet  tlian  males,  and  there 
"  is  more  black  along  the  ridge  of  the  bill  in  these  ;  the  male  has  bright 
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"  red  eyes.  The  male  of  this  species  is  about  twenty-two  inches  long,  with 
"  a  wing  of  about  nine  and  three  quarter  inches,  and  shank  nearly  two  ; 
■'  bill  about  two-and-a-half.    The  female  is  smaller." 

"This  species  of  Marganser,  like  the  Goosander,  inhabits  the  north 
"  temperate  zone  of  both  worlds,  brecdina;  in  the  north  and  wintering  to 
"the  southwards.  It  is  a  ground  breeder,  laj'ing  eight  or  more  dirty  buff 
"  eggs.  It  has  only  occurred  in  India  twice  so  far  as  is  known,  but 
"  pi'obably  often  gets  confused  with  the  Goosander.  There  are,  Dr. 
"  Blandford  informs  us.  in  the  British  Museum  the  wings  of  one  obtained 
"  at  Karachi  by  Major  Yerbury  and  in  the  Indian  Museum  there  was  a 
"  good  skin  of  a  female  or  .yotmg  male  specimen  obtained  in  the  Calcutta 
"  bazaar  on  December  17th,  1889." 

All  the  accounts  of  the  various  species  are  very  fall  and  concise,  and 
we  repeat  our  favourable  notice  in  last  issue,  and  strongly  recommend  this 
interesting  booklet  to  all  interested  in  Waterfowl,  whether  in  their  native 
haunts  or  in  captivity. 

Canaries,  Hybrids,  and  British  Birds  in  Cage  and  Aviary,  ("assell  ̂ -  Co. 
In  monthly  parts,  7d.  net. 

Part  III. — The  promise  of  the  earlier  issues  is  well  sustained — the 
Chapter  on  Cages  and  Cage-making  is  completed,  and  a  Chapter  on  Nests  and 
other  Appliances,  is  commenced.  The  text  figures  and  half  tone  plates  are 
excellent  in  every  way  and  very  practical.  The  fronti.spiece  of  the  part  is  a 
good  coloured  plate,  with  figures  of  Clear  Yellow  Goldfinch  Mule,  Ticked 
Buff  Linnet  Mule  and  Yellow  Canary  Bullfinch  Mule. 

It  is  a  very  interesting  and  practical  issue,  and  judging  by  the  three 
parts  already  issued,  the  complete  work  promises  to  be  very  thorough  and 
comprehensive. 

Editorial. 

Marabou  Storks  [LrptoptHus  cruntrnifrru^)  :  I  am 
inilebted  to  our  esteemed  member  MisK  K.  L.  Janline  for  the  fol- 

lowinf>  facts.  8he  has  recently  returned  from  Northern  Nigeria, 
and  brought  back  with  her  a  true  pair  (young  birds)  of  this 
species,  which  have  been  placed  on  deposit  at  tiie  Zoo.  They 
were  brought  to  her,  evidently  fresh  from  the  nest,  by  a  Housa 

man  at  a  little  place  called  Wushishi  on  the  Kuchnie  river,  N. 
Nigeria  :  being  about  six  weeks  old  and  covered  with  beautiful 

snow-white  down  ;  the  i)rimaries  were  just  beginning  to  burst 
through  and  grew  very  rapidly,  al)()ut  two  inches  daily.  They 
were  fully  fledged  a  month  later,  and  could  fly  as  high  as  the  roof 

of  the  bungalow.  When  they  starteil  on  their  joiu-ney  to  England 
on  April  7th,  they  were  brought  down  the  river  in  an  oi)en  dug- 

out, tied  among  baggage  and  weathered  a  bad  tornado  without 



Bird  Notes. 

Marabou  Storks  about  15  mouths  old. 
Vide  page  176. 

Pholn  by  H.  Will/ord. 

The  White-eared  Scops  Owl  (Glaiicidiiim  leucotis). 
Vide  page  1.51. 
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injury.  On  tlui  ocean  steamer  they  had  to  bear  many  hardships, 
hut  were  safely  hinded  at  Plymouth  on  May  8th,  being  then  about 
three  montlis  old  and  fully  grown.  The  following  notes  I  give  in 

Miss  Jardine's  own  words  :  "  They  are  rather  grotesque  looking 
birds,  but  I  think  very  interesting,  they  are  very  confiding  and 

polite,  and  bow  and  wag  their  heads  like  two  quaint  old  gentle- 
men, who  had  dined  not  wisely  but  too  well — I  have  dubbed  them 

the  two  Obadiahs."   [See  photo]. 
INIiss  Jardine  also  safely  landed  a  small  stork  of  some  other 

species,  but  as  no  description  is  given  and  I  have  not  seen  it,  the 
species  cannot  be  given. 

Miss  Jardine  also  brought  a  Sunbird  as  far  as  Grand  Can- 
ary, but  cold  and  dull  weather  supervening,  quickly  killed  it. 
A  Cape  Canary  x  Canary  Hybrid:  Our  esteemed 

member  Capt.  J.  Slierard  Reeve  has  had  one  young  chick  hatched 

and  thei'e  appears  a  good  prospect  of  its  being  reared. 
Stella  Lories  :  our  esteemed  meml)er  Mr.  E.J.  iirooks 

informs  me  tliat  one  pair  of  his  birds  have  young  in  the  nest,  with 
every  indication  of  their  l)eing  fully  reared.  This  species  has  not 
previously  l)red  in  this  country.  A  later  communication  states 
that  two  more  i)airs  are  nesting. 

Jacarini  Finches  (VoJatina  jacarini)  ■.  Om-  esteemed 
member  Mr.  R.  Suggitt  has  a  pair  of  this  species,  which  have 

nested  and  (Uily  hatched  out  two  young  chicks  on  May  2(Sth — 

they  are  doing  well,  but  ]\Ir.  Suggitt  is  doubtful  of  complete 
success  as  his  supply  of  small  live  food  has  failed  just  at  an  im- 

portant moment — it  is  certainly  to  be  hoped  that  they  are  fully 
reared,  as  this  species  has  not  previously  been  l)red  in  this 
countrj . 

Painted  Finches  {EmUema  picta)  ■.    FuUy  half-a-dozen 
of  our  meml)ers  have  pairs  of  this  beautiful  species  engaged  in  tlie 
important  duties  of  incubation,  and  it  is  qtiite  a  race  for  the 
medal.  Some  extremely  interesting  data  should  result,  if  the  res- 

pective owners  of  the  nesting  pairs  will  give  detailed  accounts  of 

their  birds'  doings.  Mr.  Willford  has  no  less  than  six  pairs  of 
this  species,  five  of  which  are  either  busily  engaged  in  incubation 
or  feeding  young. 

Cuba  Finches  (Phonipara  cnnora) .  Mr.  Willford  has 
three  young  chicks  of  this  species  ready  to  leave  the  nest  ;  he 
also  has  Mealy  Rosella  (P.  pallidiceps)  and  Ring-neck  Parrakeets 
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with  young.  Also  an  Enf,4ish  Kobin  engaged  in  incubating  two 

Silky  Cowbird's  eggs. 
Indian  Notes:  I  have  abstracted  the  following  notes 

from  a  private  letter  (April  25th,  1910)  received  from  our  esteemed 

member  Captain  Perreau — I  have  not  an-anged  them  in  sequence 
but  just  taken  them  in  the  order  in  which  they  appear  as  avicul- 
tural  gossip — they  are  not  v/'rhafiiri  quotations  : 

Since  his  return  to  India  last  year,  the  number  of  his 

iviaries  have  been  materially  increased — he  kindly  promises  me 
plans  and  a  description  a  little  later — the  climate  of  Bakloh,  Pun- 
jub,  is  so  similar  to  that  of  our  own,  that  any  notes  from  this 
source  are  of  practical  interest  to  aviculturists  in  this  country. 

LORIID^  :  Of  these,  Captain  Perreau  has  two  species,  the 

Red  and  Violet,  and  the  Ornate — they  occupy  the  same  enclosure 

and  strange  to  say  "  have  swopped  partners,"  and  there  appears 
every  ]jrosi>ect  of  hybrids  being  reared — though  these  do  not  find 
much  favour  with  our  membei'. 

Platycerci  :  These  are  represented  by  Pennant,  Rosella, 

Mealy  Rosella,  and  Stanley  :  Captain  Perreau's  birds  are  comfirm- 
ing  Mr.  T.  N.  Willson's  account  in  an  (iarly  Vol.  of  Bird  Notrs, 
that  Pennants'  Parrakeets  will  not  toh'rate  other  platycerci  in  the 
same  enclosure  during  the  breeding  season.  I  may  say  that  I  have 
had  similar  testimony  from  other  correspondents. 

Other  siJecies  of  Parrakeets  I  must  deal  with  as  they  occur 
and  not  in  groups;  possil)ly  they  will  be  even  more  interesting 

in  this  way  : — 
Black-cheeked  Lovebirds  :  The  morals  of  these  birds 

do  not  count  for  much.  There  are  eggs  from  Black-cheeked  x 
Madagascar  Lovebirds,  and  incongruous  cross  mating  as  follows  : 

Black-cheeked  Lovebirds  x  Red-rump  Parrakeets,  and  White- 
eared  Conure  x  Black-cheeked  Lovebirds.  The  projjerly  mated 
pairs  have  given  very  uneven  results,  out  of  four  pairs  taken  out 
last  year,  only  one  has  bred  and  tliey  have  rearetl  a  dozen  fine 

youngsters,  and  are  at  present  engag^-d  in  incubating  another 
clutch. 

1910  Results  :  Young  have  already  left  the  nest  of  the 

following  species  :  Zebra,  Bib,  and  Ribbon  Finches  ;  Black- 

cheeked  Lovebirds,  Cockateels,  and  Gi'een  and  Yellow  Budgeri- 
gars. The  following  have  young  in  nest  :  Cordon  Bleus,  Saffron 

and  Ruficauda  Finches,  and  Long-tail  Grassfinches. 
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The  following  are  incnhatin.y  clutches  of  va^a  :  Black- 
clu^eked  Lovebirds,  Passerine  Parrakeets,  Zebra  and  Oranffe-cheek 
Waxbills,  Green  Avadavats,  Saffron  Fi!ich(>s,  Cutthroats,  Lon^-tail 
(Jrassf inches,  Budgerigars,  and  Cockateels. 

The  following  are  nesting  but  had  not  got  as  far  as  eggs  at 

time  of  writing  :  Stanley,  Pileated,  and  Red-rnnip  Parrakeets. 

Whttr-KYES  (Zostcopx  pnlpehro.fn)  :  A  pair  of  this  inter- 
esting species  has  l)uilt  a  tyi^ical  nest  with  short  bits  of  teazed 

string — the  position  they  have  chosen  as  a  site  for  tlieir  nest  is  an 

exposed  one — to  look  at,  it  might  be  the  nest  of  a  wild  hii-d.  I 
had  better  quote  this  interesting  account  in  full  : 

■'  Oil  A\m\  lltli.  T  s:iw  tliom  pullin<ir  at  an  end  of  string  and  watched. 
"  In  tiie  shelter,  (luitc  low,  about  2i  ft.  from  the  ground,  I  found  a  sort  of 
"  lihn  below  a  bare  liorizontal  fork  of  medlar.  I  gave  assistance  in  teazing 
"  out  ends  of  string  into  their  finest  fibres  and  .suiyplied  fine  roots  (not 
'■  used).  On  the  l"2tli,  the  thing  was  a  distinct  nest  and  looked  practically 
"  tinislied  by  the  evening  of  the  13th — apparently  nothing  was  done  on  the 
"'  14th,  but  at  7  a.m.  on  the  l,^)tli  the  hen  was  sitting  off  and  on,  but  there 
"were  no  eggs~on  the  18th  thej'  were  busily  engaged  in  incubating  a 
"  clutch  of  three  eggs.  Both  sexes  assisted  in  the  construction  of  the  nest, 
"  but  I  cannot  definitely  state  whether  both  assist  in  the  duties  of  incuba- 
"  tion." 

They  were  still  sitting  close  on  the  27th  when  the  letter 
was  mailed.  It  will  be  of  great  interest  if  these  are  reared,  and 
our  esteemed  member  will  record  his  observations. 

Blue-crowned  Hanging  Parrakeets  :  Capt.  Perreau 
has  three  pairs  of  these  engaging  and  beautiful  little  birds,  and  all 

three  are  showing  indications  of  going  to  nest — the  hens  are 
carrying  nesting  material — small  stuff  seems  to  be  tucked  under 
the  feathers  of  the  lower  throat,  and  the  larger  stuff  under  the 

feathers  of  the  rump  and  upper  tail-coverts. 

Correspondence. 

Sir. — Please  state  the  best  foods,  etc.,  for  White-crested  Laughing  Jay 
Thrush,  and  White-throated  ditto.  Is  the  following  diet  all  right  ? — Soft 
food  (nuts,  which  they  love),  banana  and  live  food,  mealworms,  dried  flies, 

and  ants'  eggs.  In  all  the  vol's,  of  liird  Azotes  there  is  no  mention  of  feeding 
these  birds.  (Mrs.)  E.  WARREN  VERNON. 

[Possibly  the  diet  has  not  V)een  given  for  these  two  species  alone,  but 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  diet  for  the  group  has  been  given  in  "  B.N." 
(but  I  am  writing  from  memory).  However,  all  the  items  Mrs.  Warren 
Vernon  names  can  be  given    the  diet  may  be  briefly  summed  up  as  follows  : 
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soft  food,  such  rii)c  fruit  as  they  will  take,  a  little  minced  raw  meat,  ;ind  live 
food  (1(1  !ih.  nothing  will  come  amiss  in  this  resi)ect,  grasshopiims,  cock- 

roaches, and  almost  any  creeping  thing,  which  with  their  larvaj  and  pupie 
will  all  help  to  fill  the  capacious  maw  of  the  Jay  Thrushes,  and  a  small 
mouse  or  fledgeling  will  be  quite  agreeable  when  available.  En.] 

HOMING  INSTINCT. 

Sir. — I  wonder  if  you  will  think  the  following  of  sufficient 
interest  for  piablication  : — 

A  fortnight  ago  I  turned  into  my  aviary  about  50  Grey  and 

Orange  Cheek  Waxhills — the  aviary  then  having  no  other  occu- 
pants. 

Within  10  minutes  all  hut  three  or  four  were  out,  and  most 
of  them  sitting  on  the  toi)  of  the  aviary  :  for  some  time  they  flitted 
about,  but  eventually  all  went. 

I  have  rejieatedly  had  these  varieties  there,  an<l  have  never 

before  had  one  escape,  but  tliese  came  through  the  wires  with  per- 
fect ease. 

I  followed  parties  of  them  and  traced  them  to  various 
gardens  (the  whole  of  the  neighbourhood  is  built  over),  and 

counted  17  on  a  wall  fully  a  quarter  of  a  mile  away.  Others  were 
seen  at  some  distance  in  various  directions. 

During  the  evening  they  began  to  return  in  parties  of  three 
and  four  or  so,  until  about  20  arrived,  hnt  they  did  not  seem  to 
able  to  gain  an  entrance. 

At  last  I  cut  a  hole  in  the  to]i  of  the  aviary,  they  found  it 
and  soon  settled  down. 

By  nightfall,  all  but  si.r  liad  retiinifd,  in  fact  every  Grey 
Waxbill  which  went  came  back,  those  missing  being  Orange 

Cheeks  alone,  and,  strange  to  say,  not  a  bird  has  been  out  of  the 
aviary  since  ;  this  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  I  have  not  closed  the 
hole  I  made  for  their  return. 

These  birds  were  fresh  arrivals,  and  liad  only  spent  about 

10  days  in  my  bird-room,  tliey  therefoi'c  had  r.o  knowledge  of  the 
aviary. 

Also,  they  were  nf)t  in  one  party  during  the  day,  but  in 
small  groups.    I  wonder  if  others  have  had  similar  experiences. 

I  have  often  had  Waxhills  escape  singly  from  my  room 

and  always  have  easily  re-cai)tured  them,  l)ut  this  has  been  by 
means  of  another  bird.  T.  HADLP^Y. 
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Month's  Arrivals. 

SiioiiT-TAll-  Paukot  {I'ar/ii/iiiis  hriK-/i!/iiriis  )  .•  Oni-  esleoinea  imiiiilici'  l\Ir. 
W.  E.  Teschcmakcr  iiifomis  me  that  Mr.  W.  Cross  is  offeriiig  a  pair  of  this 

I'xfi'cmoly  rare  species.  This  is  an  unique  opportunity  of  ))rocuriii£j  a  i):ur. 
witli  tlio  prospect  of  breediiin;  them  in  the  near  future.  Pi-evious  to  the 
arrival  of  this  pair,  Mr.  Astley's  sj)ecimen— wliieh  was  dcsci-ihed  in  a  recent 
issue  of  Bird  iVo,Vs— was  nniipie.  W.T.P. 

Mr.  .Tamrach.  the  well-k'nown  dealer,  has  (|ui(c  a  eonsiifiiment  of  South 
Amei-ican  and  Indian  P.ui-ots.  in<  lndin<T  :  Mexican  DouMe-fronted  and  Plue- 
fionted  Amazons,  Pauded  and  Burmese  Rosy  l*arrakee(s,  also  White-winged 
llaiiyriest  (unique),  Australian  White  Goshawk  (very  uncommon),  Japanese 
Teal  I  (Jiiciquedula  faniionn),  and  an  Europoean  Crane  {Grus  riiicra). 

W.T.P. 

l)e  Yon,  Ltd.,  are  ott'erin<^  the  following  among  many  other  species  : 
Xccklace,  All-green,  Olive,  Scarlet,  Tricolour,  Superb,  and  Violet  Tanagers  ; 
Toucans  and  Toucanettes  ;  (Jold-fronted  (!reen  Bulbuls  ;  Peruvian  Green 
Jays  ;  Flaming  js  ;  Hooded  Siskins  ;  Painted  Finches,  etc.  W.T.P. 

W' .  Hamlyn  is  offering  among  many  others  : — Banana  Quits  ;  Rufous- 
throated  and  Pietrie's  Tanagers  ;  Adelaide,  Blue-bonnet,  African  Marabou, 
Canary-winged  and  Tovi  Parrakeets  ;  Blue-throated  Warbler  ;  Cuban 
Finches  ;  Cape  C'anaries  ;  Indigo  Buntings  ;  Hunting  Cissa  ;  White- 
throated  Thrushes  ;  Hornbills  ;  Flamingos  ;  Demoiselle  Cranes  ;  Macaws, 
etc.  W.T.P. 

F.  C.  Tliorpe  is  offering  among  many  others  :--  Black-winged 
Grackles  ;  Gold-fronted  Green  liulbuls  ;  Military  Troupials,  and  a  very  rare 
Red  Pigmy  Parrot,  etc.  W.T.P. 

In  addition,  Grassfinches,  Waxbills,  Senegal  Finches,  Mannikins  in 
variety  are  offered  by  all  the  dealers. 

Pkivate  I.\ii'()RTAtk)n. — A  friend  of  Mr.  A.  Sutclift'e's  in  the  West 
Indies  despatched  a  consignment  of  birds  on  May  2nd,  they  reached  Grimsby 
on  May  17th  in  good  condition,  the  losses  en  route  were  about  12  per  cent. 
princij)ally  amongst  the  seed  eaters,  some  of  which  are  difficult  to  identify  ; 
four  have  died  since  their  arrival  leaving  the  following  :  Two  cocks  and 
three  hen  Maroon  Tanagers.  one  Blue  Tanager,  four  Cowbirds  (unidentified), 
four  true  pairs  of  Yellow-headed  Marsh  Birds  ( Xaiifhucrji/nila  /rterorcplKihi). 
six  cocks  and  seven  hen  Yiolet  Tanagers,  seven  small  Tanagers  probably 

( Euphoiiia  ir'niitatix).  o\m  cock  Red-legged  Sugar  Bird  {Coereba  ci/ituea), 
three  cocks  and  two  hen  (Juttural  Finches  {SiieriiKJphlla  t/i/tturalin),  two  true 
pairs  of  Lavender-backed  Finches  (jS.  casla/ieireutris),  five  cocks  and  seven 
or  eight  hens  Slatey-grey  Finches  (iS.  (malls),  six  cocks,  two  hens,  and  one 
immature  Jacarini  Finches  (Volitbua  jacariid),  five  cocki  and  six  hens  Tropi- 

cal Seed  Finches  [Ovi/zoboruH  torridim),  very  similar  in  colour  to  the  Black- 
headed  Mannikin  {M (inin  at ricupiUa),  one  yellowish  brown  finch  locally  called 
the  Canary.  prob;ibly  a  Saffron  Finch,  one  hen  Hooded  Siskin,  one  Pigmy 
Ground  Dove,  three  I'asserine  Ground  Doves,  one  inunature  Thick-billed 
Grossbeak.  locally  known  as  Twatwa,  repntcii  to  lie  very  fine  songsters  ; 
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forty  yellowish  brown  Finches  apparently  of  both  sexes,  and  about  a  dozen 
other  finches  unidentified.  We  hope  to  receive  another  consignment  early 
in  July  principally  Tanagers  and  Sugar  Birds  with  about  fifty  small  Finches. 

R.S. 

Post-Mortem  Reports. 

(Vide  Rules). 

/'''()/•  rrplics  hi/  (I  J'i'r  III' S^.  6(1.   iinisf   he  unit;    lli/n  riilr  iriU  mil  he 
lirnl.'eii  under  iiiif/  CD/ii/i/iiiii. 

Posl-.U'ir/riii  Tii'imrlK  rin  mil  if  ufipear  in  iiert  ixxiie  irlieii  hnilien  are  rerei  reil 
III/  Mr.  (i mil  prior  to  the  Jlst  iif  inii/  niiuitli. 

Two  Young   Two-coloured   Parrot   Finches  (^Tainice  Amsler). 
Acute  intl;inini:it  ion  of  li\ci'  and  coii<,'est  on  of  the  spleen,  pi'obal>ly  of  infec- 

tious oii^in. 
Gouldian  Finch  (Miss  (\ II.  Lorgdon).  Acute  infl;inimaiion  of  liver 

and  spleen,  piob.ibly  of  infectious  origin. 

Cordon  Bleus.  (The  lion.  M.  C.  Hawke).  Cause  of  death,  pneu- 
monia. 

Violet  Tanager  ̂   (]\Iiss  Lydia  Clare).  Cause  of  death,  fatty  degener- 
ation of  liver,  which  was  also  the  seat  of  hemorrhage. 
Budgerigar  g  (Miss  L.  Peacock'.    Cause  of  death,  pneumonia. 
Grassfinch  s  (W.  Edmunds).    Cause  of  death,  pneumonia. 
Canary  ?  (T.  R.  Hadlej-)-  On  examination  I  found  this  bird  to  have 

an  enlarged  spleen,  possibly  due  to  bird  fever. 
Answered  hy  jiost. — Mrs.  G.  Bourke. 
I  destroyed  to-day  (June  6th)  a  Goldfinch  mule  suffering  from  epil- 

epsy that  had  been  in  its  owner's  possession  15  years.  Last  week  I  made  a 
post  mortem  examination  of  an  African  (Jrey  Parrot  that  had  been  in  its 

owner's  possession  35  years.  Its  liver,  spleen,  and  lungs  were  crammed  with 
nodules,  but  in  which  no  tubercle  bacilli  could  be  detected. 

It  irould,  greatly  help  me  to  elucidate  eontaijiinis  diseayes  in  hirds  if  mem- 
bers of  F.B.C.  were  in  sending  me  dead  hirds  to  state  the  source  they  obtained 

the  birds  from  and  irheii.    The  names  of  the  sellers  would  be  kept  a  secret. 
Hknkv  Gray,  M.R.C  V.S. 
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JOURNAL  OF  THE   FOREIGN   BIRD  CLUB. 

The  Birds  of  Gambia. 

Ry  E.  HOPKINSON,  D.8.O.,  M.A.,  M.B. 
( Continued  from  p.  159.) 

BUCEROTIDAE. 
The  Hornhills  are  represented  in  the  Gambia  by  five  or  six  species, 

three  of  which  are  common,  namely  the  large  Ground-Hornbill  (Bucorrus) 
and  two  (perhaps  three)  of  the  smaller  arboreal  genus  Lophoceros,  while  I 
know  another  bird  larger  than  the  latter,  of  whose  identity  I  am  doubtful, 
but  suppose  it  to  be  Bycanistes  fist ulator. 

Bucorvm  abyssinicus.    GROUND  HORNBILL. 
Rani/e.    Abyssinia ;  West  Africa.  (ILL). 
A  bird  of  distinctly  grotesque  appearance  and  heavy  build,  rather 

larger  than  a  goose,  though  when  alive  on  the  ground  or  on  the  wing,  it 
looks  much  bigger,  in  fact,  absolutely  enormous,  so  that  when  I  come  upon  a 
pair  stalking  sedately,  as  is  their  wont,  over  the  ground,  I  am  always  re- 

minded of  the  Dodo, — its  pictures  of  course  I  mean.  Their  general  colour 
is  black-brown  with  a  white  wing-patch,  which,  however  is  only  visible  when 
the  wings  are  spread  ;  the  cheeks  and  neighbourhood  of  the  eyes  are  naked, 
the  bare  skin  being  blue  clianging  into  red  towards  the  edges  of  the  patch  ; 
the  throat,  which  is  distended  to  form  a  pouch,  is  also  bare  of  feathers  and 
coloured  like  the  cheeks  in  the  male,  but  purple  in  the  female  ;  another 
noticeable  feature  is  the  presence  on  the  upper  eyelid  of  a  number  of  long 
black  and  very  stiff  lashes.  The  beak,  black  with  a  line  of  horn-brown  at 
the  base  of  the  lower  mandible,  is  enormously  developed  and  surmounted  by 
a  casque,  which  is  open  and  abruptlj^  truncated  in  front,  looking  exactly  as 
if  it  had  been  cut  off  with  a  knife.  The  legs  are  black,  the  irides  grey  ; 
length  about  40  inches. 

They  are  usually  found  in  pairs  stalking  about  the  dry  swamps,  but 
in  the  early  mornings  one  not  infrequently  comes  on  a  flock  of  twenty  or 
more  feeding  altogether  in  the  fields  and  clearings,  which  they  quarter  with 
methodical  care,  as  they  march  solemnly  across  in  a  more  or  less  regular  line. 
On  these  occasions  they  are  much  less  shy  and  allow  one  to  approach  much 
nearer  before  they  fly  away,  than  they  do  later  on  in  the  day,  when  they  are 
much  more  wary  and  keep  well  out  of  gunshot,  walking  slowly  away  as  one 
tries  to  approach,  but  taking  wing  if  pressed  too  closely,  when  they  fly  off 
for  a  couple  of  hundred  yards  or  so  to  take  refuge  in  cover  or  on  a  tree  at  a 
safe  distance.    Their  cry  is  a  remarkable  one,  which  can  be  heard  at  a  great 
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distance  and  when  once  heavd  is  not  likely  to  he  easily  t'or<(otten.  It  is  a 
long  monotonic  boom,  almost  metallic  in  timbre,  in  unison  with  which  one 

feels  the  drums  of  one's  ears  vibrate  and  which  sounds  (to  me  at  least)  some- 
thing between  the  noise  made  by  a  l>ull  roaring  and  that  of  a  large  gong 

beaten  softl.y,  or  perha])s  better,  the  sound  of  wires  vibrating  in  the  wind. 
It  is  frequently  heard  in  the  early  part  of  the  rainy  season,  less  frequently 
at  other  times,  The  main  food  of  the  Ground  IToi  iibills  consists  of  frogs, 

snakes  and  other  reptiles,  as  well  as  large  insects,  c'Crc,  which  they  find  in  the 
swamps  and  other  place  ?  they  haunt,  but  they  also  eat  any  dead  ones  or 
other  carrion  they  come  across,  and  in  addition  I  am  pretty  sure  that  they 
also  eat  ground-nuts  in  their  season  and  various  bush-fruits, — at  any  rate 
they  are  frequently  found  feeding  in  ground-nut  fields,  where  the  nuts  have 
been  recently  pulled,  while  one  I  knew  in  ca])tivity  used  to  eat  any  kind  of 
food,  animal  or  vegetable,  indiscriminately,  and  was  particularly  fond  of  all 
kinds  of  fruit. 

Native  names  are  iMANSA-DIBA  and  MANSA-DIBONGO  (Man- 
dingo),  and  NUOBIN  (Jolotf). 

ISuraniMpxiixtiiJator.    TRUMPETER  HORNBILL. 
Rniitjc.    West  Africa  :  Senegambia  to  Nigeria.    (  JI.L.) 
A  bird  of  arboreal  habits,  about  20  inches  in  length,  and  black  and 

white  in  colour,  wliicb  h;is  a  crested  liead,  a  small  cascjne,  and  pur|)lish  red 
bare  eye-patches. 

The  following  notes  refer  to  a  Hornbill  I  have  seen  a  good  many 
times  and  which  I  believe  to  be  this  species.  I  have  always  come  across 
them  at  about  the  same  season  and  always  in  the  same  sort  of  places,  that  is, 
in  or  near  the  forest  portions  of  the  Protectorate,  Fogni  on  the  south,  Niumi 
on  the  north  bank  of  the  river.  They  evidently  come  here  for  the  rains,  no 
doubt  to  breed,  and  jn-efer  well-wooded  to  open  country. 

.May  30,  lltUC).  Bullelai,  Fogni.  Saw  one  large  Horidjill  which  I 
think  must  be 

Marcli  2',).  1',I07.  Far.iba.  Saw  three  of  the  bigger  black  and  white 
Hornbills,  a  size  larger  than  the  common  brown  one  ('?=Zi//c((w/.s7c.s). 

May  2'J,  1907.  Albreda,  Niumi.  Saw  two  of  these  birds  ;  pure  white 
below,  black  above  and  on  wings.  Also  heard  a  somewhat  trumpet-like  note 
(new  to  me)  which  I  think  was  uttered  by  them. 

June  15,  1907.    Albreda.    Saw  another. 

May  2,  li)09.    Brekama.    Saw  three. 

May  5,  1909.  Sifor.  '^aw  one  of  these  black  and  white  Hornbills, 
but  this  one  looked  very  little  larger  than  the  common  Hornbill.  Black 
throat,  white  chest  and  bright  yellow  beak  very  noticeable.  Later  on  in  the 
month  and  at  the  same  place  saw  several  more,  but  never  when  I  had  a  gun 
with  me.  One  pair  appeared  to  be  exploring  the  monkey-bread  trees  for  a 
suitable  nesting  place. 

Since  the  above  was  written  I  have  got  a  skin  of  one  of  these  Black 
and  white  Hornbills  which  1  hope  to  get  identified  when  I  reach  home. 
They  are  certainly  not  (as  I  thought)  Dt/cn/iistpx  ft>:t/il(ifor,  but  probably  an- 
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RED-BILLED  HORNBILL. 

Hiviii".  North-east  Africa,  Senegamhia,  South-east  and  South-west 
Africa.  (V/.L.) 

These,  the  smallest  of  the  Gambian  Hornbills,  are  extremely  common 

all  over  the  Protectorate,  where  they  frequent  both  bush-covered  and 
cultivated  countiy.  They  go  about  in  pairs  as  a  rule  and  feed  chiefly,  if  not 
entirely  on  fruits,  nuts  and  berries,  and  like  so  many  of  our  other  beasts  and 
birds  living  almost  entirely  on  groundnuts  as  long  as  they  are  frish  and  still 

lying  about  in  the  fields.  They  nest  in  holes  in  trees  ;  the  female,  as  is  usual 
in  this  family,  being  walled  in  and  fed  by  the  male  during  incubation  and 
till  the  young  can  fly.  On  the  ground  they  advance  by  a  series  of  awkward 
hops,  but  among  the  branches  they  are  remarkably  active  in  spite  of  their 
rather  ungainly  api)earance  and  long  clumsy-looking  bill,  though  when  they 
first  alight  on  a  tree  after  fiight  the  latter  seems  to  almost  overbalance  them, 
at  any  rate  they  nearly  always  lurch  forward  as  they  settle  and  apparently 
only  just  save  themselves  from  a  bad  fall  by  a  sudden  upward  jerk  of  the 
tail.  Their  flight  is  slow  and  undulating,  a  few  rapid  wing-beats  followed 
bj'  a  long  descending  glide  on  motionless  wings,  and  often  hindered  and 
laborious  when  there  is  any  wind  against  them.  Their  note  is  a  longdrawn 
whistle. 

Their  general  colour  is  black,  heavily  mottled  with  grey  and  white 
above,  and  mostly  dirty  white  below  ;  the  wings  are  black  spotted  with 
white,  the  central  tail  feathers  brown,  the  others  mainly  white  with  grey 
bases.  The  beak,  which  is  strongly  curved  and  without  a  casque,  is  coral-red 
tinged  with  black  at  the  base  of  the  lower  mandible  ;  the  throat  and  eyelids 
are  bare  and  lemon-yellow  in  colour,  legs  dark  brown,  irides  pale  yellow  ; 
length  18  inches. 

I  had  one  of  these  birds  alive  for  some  time  and  found  it  a  most 
amusing  pet,  as  it  got  very  tame  and  loved  being  handled  and  played  with. 
It  unfortunately  did  not  survive  to  reach  home,  it  was  brought  to  me  from 
the  nest  when  nearly  fully  feathered  and  accompanied  me  on  my  wanderings 
from  place  to  place,  loose  about  the  hut  dui'ing  the  day  but  shut  up  in  a  box  at 
night  and  on  the  march.  At  first  the  boys  had  to  cram  it  with  chewed 
groundnuts,  but  as  it  grew  up  it  soon  took  to  eating  these  without  any 

other  member  of  the  (leiuis  Lop/iocerus.  The  following  is  a  description  of 
one  shot  in  Kombo  on  the  3rd  of  June,  1910  : — 

Whole  head,  neck,  upper  parts,  sides  of  body  and  wings  wholly  black, 
glossed  on  the  flights  with  dark  bottle-green  ;  at  the  angle  of  the  wing 
towards  lower  surface  is  a  small  spot  (two  or  three  feathers)  of  white  ;  the 
tail  is  black,  the  most  external  and  the  two  central  feathers  with  two-inch 
white  ends.  Chest,  belly,  vent  and  thighs  white.  The  bill  which  has  a 
fairly  defined  ridge  along  the  culmen  but  no  real  casque,  is  yellow  with  black 
ends  to  both  mandibles,  the  black  being  prolonged  into  two  irregular  lines 
running  towards  the  gape  ;  about  an  inch  of  the  central  portion  of  the  nasal 
groove,  in  front  of  the  nostril,  is  edged  above  and  below  with  dull  red.  Iris 
dark  brown.  The  eyes  are  protected  by  stilf  black  lashes  and  surrounded 
by  a  dark  grey  patch  of  bare  skin.  Legs  very  dark  grey.  Length  20  inches, 
Length  of  bill  (in  a  straight  line  from  tip  to  gape)  31  inches. 
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outside  masticatory  or  other  assistance,  and  this  article  of  diet  it  always 
preferred  to  anything  else,  though  if  they  were  not  forthcoming  it  would 

take  boiled  rice,  soaked  biscuit  or  "clierrie."  the  native  porridge  made  from 
pounded  millet.  The  Mandingo  name  for  this  bird  is  MARllINA,  pro- 

nounced exactly  like  the  English  word  "  mariner." 
L.  mixHfHx.    BROWN  HORNBTLL. 

liiiiKic    West  Africa,  Senegarnbia  to  Nigeria ;   North-east  Africa. 
(//./..) 

A  brown  and  whitish  bird  i-ather  larger  than  the  last,  which  is  l)y  far 
the  commonest  of  our  Hornbills  ;  they  are  plentiful  enough  any  where  at 
all  seasons,  but  at  the  beginning  of  the  rains  their  numbers  are  enormously 
increased  both  up-river  and  round  Bathurst.  where  they  are  commonly 

known  as  "  Rainbirds"  and  wliere  they  simply  swarm  at  this  season.  Their 
note,  a  tri-syllabic  mewing  cry  generally  uttered  as  the.y  fly.  is  very  monot- 

onous, and  when  one  hears  it  constantly  rei)eated  from  morning  to  night  by 
a  daily  increasing  number  of  biids  (as  is  the  case  at  this  season),  it  becomes 
(juite  maddening  and  most  irrit.iting,  particidarly  to  nerves  in  that  state  of 
general  over-sensitiveness  and  irrital)ility,  which  the  rainy  season  is  so  liable 
to  produce.  From  this  cry  they  get  their  native  names,  KTLAHKONG  in 
IMandingo  and  KILTNKKO  in  Jolofp,  either  of  which  when  pronounced 
with  the  true  native  inflexion  gives  a  most  accurate  rendering  of  the  call. 
In  food,  habits  and  flight  they  resemble  their  red-billed  relative. 

Their  general  colours  are  browns,  dark  and  light,  mottled  with  drab 
and  white.  The  bill  is  dark  brown  with  a  pale  yellowish  streak  at  the  base 
of  the  uppei  mandible  and  four  or  five  oblique  transverse  lines  of  the  same 

colour  on  the  lower.    Legs  black,  iris  red-brown  ;  Length,  '20  inches. 
L.  Ki'iii/JanciafiiK. 
Raiii/e.    West  Africa,  Senegarnbia  to  Nigeria.    {  ff.L.) 
This  species  I  have  never  to  my  knowledge  seen.  It  is  a  larger  bird 

(■J4  inches)  than  mimitna  and  mainly  rusty  Ijlack  and  white  in  colour  and  has 
a  pale  yellow  beak  getting  black  towards  the  tip. 

(To  he  continued.) 

A  Holiday  in  the  West  Indies. 

By  a.  Sutcltfpe. 

(Continued  from  pajge  157). 

The  woods  resounded  with  the  liammering  of  the  Wood- 

pecker. I  saw  several  Radiolated  Woodpeckers  {Centiirus  radi- 
olrtiis)  which  I  could  easily  identify  hy  the  bright  red  cap.  I  sur- 

prised one  which  flew  only  a  short  distance,  screaming  all  the  time, 
and  alighted  on  the  trunk  of  another  tree  not  more  than  fifty 
yards  away,  so  I  got  a  good  chance  of  seeing  him,  and  the  plumage 
was  marked  in  very  much  the  same  way  as  that  of  our  Lesser  Spotted 
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Woodpecker,  except  that  it  was  of  a  greenish  ground  coh^ur,  in- 
stead of  black.  There  were  scores  of  birds  I  could  net  identify, 

and  I  must  here  confess  a  lot  of  them  did  not  interest  me  much, 

as  they  were  not  aviary  birds  :  such  as  Ducks,  Geese,  Plover,  and 

a  great  variety  of  Waders,  also  several  kinds  of  Tyrants,  and  be- 
yond getting  Skins  of  two  of  them,  I  did  not  bother  with  them 

further. 

The  Savanna  Blackbird  or  Tick  Bird  {GrotoplKuja 

ani)  is  very  common  and  can  be  met  with  in  small  parties  all  over 
the  Island.  They  are  imputlent  and  familiar  and  will  permit  of  a 
near  approach,  but  always  keeping  one  eye  upon  you  and  if  you 

act  in  any  way  which  they  think  suspicious,  off  they  go  screech- 

ing antl  making  a  funny  clacking  i-ow.  They  are  very  slim,  yet 

fairly  large  l)irds,  being  14'75  inches  long,  of  which  the  tail  meas- 
ures 7'75  inches.  The  entire  plumage  is  black,  with  rich  purple 

reflections,  and  the  feathers  on  the  upper  back,  neck  and  head 

az'e  edged  with  a  lighter  border  :  which  in  some  lights  look 
blue,  and  in  others  brown.  Why  nature  has  provided  this  i)ird 
with  such-  a  length  of  tail,  I  cannot  think,  as  when  it  flies,  it 
hangs  like  a  wet  rag,  and  when  on  the  grountl  the  tail  seems 
to  catch  the  least  bit  of  wind,  and  flops  over  its  back, 
and  on  one  occasion,  I  saw  it  completely  upset  one.  In  fact  the 
bird  seems  to  be  overgrown  fore  and  aft,  as  the  beak  is  out  of  all 
proportion  to  the  size  of  the  bird,  it  havingan arched  culmen,  giving 
them  a  very  curious  appearance,  Gosse  says  he  has  found  in  the 
stomach  of  these  )>irds  caterpillars,  moths,  grasshoppers,  beetles 

and  other  insects,  also  berries  of  the  Suape-withe.  They  should 
therefore  do  well  on  the  ordinary  soft  food. 

I  should  have  sent  some  of  these  birds  home  but  did  not  take 

any  soft  food  out  with  me.  I  sent  to  New  York  for  some  meal- 

worms, and  ants'  eggs  ;  the  former  were  sent  ofl:  in  a  hermetically 
sealed  tin,  and  of  course  were  nothing  but  a  l)lack  mas.^  on  arrival. 
However  I  hope  to  get  some  of  these  birds  before  long,  when  1 
shall  perhaps  be  able  to  write  more  about  their  habits,  underdose 
observation,  as  they  are  certaiidy  very  interesting,  and  unique.  The 

best  district  'm  see  them  is  Moneague,  where  a  lot  of  cattle  rear- 
ing goes  on,  they  hop  about  amongst  the  cattle,  and  on  tlieir 

backs,  to  get  the  ticks,  which  infest  all  live  stock  in  Jamaici. 

The  Tinkling  Grackle  (Quisaihis  crassirostris)  is  one 
of  those  stately    birds,  which  walk  with  a  swagger,  their  total 
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length  is  12^  inches,  of  which  the  tail  measures  5"3.  Their  plu- 
mage is  black  and  glossy,  and  they  feed  in  precisely  the  same 

manner  as  the  Savanna  Blackbird,  and  are  generally  to  be  found 

in  the  same  locality. 
I  had  great  difficulty  in  identifying  the  Finches,  or  the  so 

called  Grass  Quits,  as  they  all  resemble  one  another  in  size  and 

shape,  but  I  think  the  prettiest  is  the  Yellow- faced  Grass  Quit 
{Sper.  olivacia)  or  better  known  in  Jamaica  as  the  Mountain 
Grass  Quit.  It  is  found  on  waste  land,  and  along  the  road  sides, 
also  in  Gardens.  I  have  seen  it  on  the  verandah  of  the  Constant 

Spring  Hotel,  where  a  pair  had  a  nest,  built  on  a  ledge  at  the 

back  of  a  water  spout.  Their  length  is  4'1  inches  of  which  the  tail 
measures  2  inches.  In  the  male  the  upper  part  is  olive,  a  stripe 

over  the  eye,  chin  and  throat  rich  yellow,  narrowly  edged  with 
black,  breast  black,  belly  pale  olive,  under  tail  coverts  almost 

white,  upper  tail  coverts  olive,  shoulder  patch  yellow.  In  the  fe- 
male the  black  is  absent  and  the  yellow  markings  much  paler. 

They  build  a  domed  nest  of  dry  grass  lined  with  finer  grasses  or 
fibre,  mixed  with  hair. 

The  Black-paced  Grass  Quit  resembles  the  former 

very  much,  except  that  they  take  the  place  of  the  Sparrow  ;  they 
are  to  be  found  in  every  yard  and  garden,  and  will  come  on  to 
the  verandah  for  crumbs. 

Length  4  inches,  tail  about  \\  inches,  the  male  is  a  dark 
olive  brown,  fore  face  and  chin  blackish,  legs  and  feet  blackish 

brown,  and  I  understand  from  information  gained,  they  often 
build  in  colonies. 

The  Golden  Crowned  Canary  (Cathagra  hraaiUensis) 

is  a  very  beautiful  bird,  but  it  is  difficult  to  understand  that  this 
bird  is  a  finch,  as  it  is  a  slender  and  graceful  bird,  and  has  a  beak 

more  adapted  to  soft  food,  than  seeds. 
Male :  head  bright  yellow,  striped  with  greyish  blue  ; 

upper  plumage  yellow ;  wings  and  tail  greyish  brown,  edged 
with  yellow  ;  under  parts  yellow.  Female  :  head  and  back  grey  : 
throat,  breast  and  belly  whitish  ;  wings  and  tail  greyish  brown. 
I  obtained  several  of  this  species,  but  they  all  died  in  a  few 

hours,  and  I  am  certain  that  the  nigger  boys  squeeze  them  before 
handing  them  over. 

It  will  be  perhaps  interesting  to  describe  how  the  nigger 

boys  catch  the  small  birds  ;  they  take  a  tin  half  full  of  water,  tap 
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tlie  biii'k  of  the  Bre;ul-frnit  tree,  and  run  the  sap  into  the  watei', 
then  make  a  fire  in  the  woods  and  boil  the  sap  till  it  becomes 
a  glutinous  substance,  which  they  smear  it  upon  sticks,  in  the 

same  manner  as  we  use  bird-lime,  and  to  remove  the  sticky 
substance  from  the  feathers,  they  rub  with  a  little  of  the  ash  from 

the  fire,  but  they  generally  prefer  to  pull  out  the  wings  and  tail, 
in  fact  I  once  had  one  brought  to  me  half  plucked. 

One  of  the  curios  of  the  Island  is  the  Land  Crab.  (Gecar- 
cinits  riiriro/(t)  they  have  a  peculiar  face  like  marking  on  the 
back,  and  live  in  holes  along  tlie  road  sides  like  Rabbit  lioles. 

They  are  very  difficult  to  approach,  as  they  have  a  very  keen 
sight,  or  sense  of  hearing.  When  the  spawning  season  commences, 
they  all  flock  to  the  sea  shore  to  deposit  their  eggs,  and  it  is  at 
this  season  of  the  year  that  huge  (juantities  are  caught  for  human 

food.  There  is  one  great  peculiai'ity  about  these  crabs,  that  is,  that 
when  on  the  march  to  the  shore,  they  never  go  round  an  obstacle, 
but  always  over  it,  and  in  a  straight  line  :  not  even  buildings 
deter  them,  and  they  are  wonderful  climbers.  After  depositing 
their  eggs  in  the  sand,  they  leave  them  to  hatch  in  the  tropical  sun, 
and  return  to  the  upper  country,  to  shed  their  shells. 

[To  be  continued.] 

The  Aviaries  and  Birds  at  Soham  House, 
Newmarket. 

By  Lady  P^dith  Douglas  Pennant. 

In  the  spring  of  IWVJ,  I  made  two  aviaries  here,  the  first 
being  a  wire  netting  enclosure  (lit.  (iiii.  high  and  3()ft.  long  by 
18ft.  wide,  with  privet,  laurel,  cypress,  etc.,  planted  in  groups. 
The  other  is  a  substantial  brick  building  with  wire  run  and  con- 

crete floor,  built  more  or  less  aftei'  1  lie  patteiMi  of  the  Western 
Aviary  at  the  Zoo,  with  hot  water  i)ii)es  run  round  the  inner  part, 
and  a  few  bay  trees  etc.  planted  in  tubs  and  pots  (see  plan). 

In  the  outside  aviary  I  had  a  i^air  of  Virginian  Cardinals,  1 

pair  Green  Cardinals,  1  pair  Pekin  Robins,  1  paii'  P>ullfinches.  and 
a  pair  of  Zebra  Finches,  besides  an  Albino  Blackbird,  a  Pine  (xros- 
beak,  and  a  Hliamai  None  of  these  nestetl  except  the  Zebras  who 

reared  two  families  (12  in  all)  in  a  very  short  space  of  time  in 
one  nest,  all  apparently  very  happy  together.  As  tliey  looked  like 
becoming  too  numerous  they  were  all  sent  off  to  the  Zoo. 
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The  Pine  Grosbeak  was  very  nervous  and  eventually  broke 
his  neck.  The  other  birds  were  all  very  friendly  and  there  was  no 
quarrelling.  The  Albino  Blackbird  is  not  very  interesting  as  he 

is  always  hiding  in  the  shrubs,  probably  owing  to  his  weak  eyes. 

I  have  this  year,  added  to  the  above,  a  pair  oi"  Dominican 
Cardinals,  1  Black-throated  Cardinal,  a  pair  of  Rosy  Pastors, 

1  Brazilian  Hangnest,  '^  Blue  Tanagers,  4  Marniikins,  and  a  Pine 
Grosbeak,  this  one  settled  down  at  once  anil  is  quite  tame. 

In  the  heated  aviary  I  started  with  pairs  each  of  Superb, 

Tricolour,  Crimson-crowned,  and  Magpie  Tanagers,  1  Shama,  1 
Dyal  bird,  2  Brazilian  Hangnests,  2  Blue-cheeked  Barbets,  1 
pair  Blue  Robins,  1  Hoopoe,  1  Orange-headed  Ground  Thrush,  1 
Blue  Rock  Thrush,  1  Red-legged  Cuban  Thrush,  1  Mocking  bird, 
1  Sulphury  Flycatcher,  1  Red-whiskered  Bulbul,  1  pair  Black  and 
White  Starlings,  and  odd  males  of  Archbishop  and  Scarlet  Tana- 

gers. All  did  well  except  the  Blue  Robins  and  the  Hoopoe  ;  the 
Blue  Robins  met  with  accidental  deaths,  and  the  Hoopoe  was 

never  doing  well,  probably  owing  to  the  wet  and  cold  summer,  he 
suffered  from  rheumatism,  and  did  not  live  through  the  winter. 
The  Barbets  both  did  very  well  until  the  winter,  when  I  lost  both 

rather  suddenly  from  pneumonia.  I  also  lost  1  Superb,  1  Tricol- 
our and  the  Archbishop  Tanager  from  the  same  cause.  The  hot 

water  was  on  during  all  the  cold  weather,  and  the  minimum  tem- 
perature was  about  40  deg.  F.  in  the  inner  part  ;  the  birds  were 

let  out  into  the  outer  part  every  day.  1  am  not  at  all  sure  that 

they  would  not  do  better  if  only  shut  into  the  inner  part  at  night 

without  any  heat,  1  think  they  would  be  less  liable  to  pneu- 
monia which  was  the  cause  of  practically  all  my  losses,  and  which 

I  suppose  was  contracted  by  cold  draughts  combined  with  hot 

air.*  1  give  the  birds  as  much  variety  in  the  way  of  food  as 
possible  and  feccl  up  well  with  mealworms  during  the  cold 
months.  All  my  l)irds  have  become  very  tame  and  take  no  notice 

of  strangei'S. 
Besides  these  aviaries  1  have  a  Crane  run  about  50  yards  by 

20  yards  in  which  are  now  1  pair  Demoiselles,  1  Crowned  Ci'ane, 

*I  gather  that  in  the  flight  of  this  aviary,  hoth  tlic  long  sides  and  front 
are  open  wire  netting  ;  in  such  case  1  should  advise  covering  in  the  most 
exi)osed  long  side,  either  with  bass  matting  or  roofing  felt  during  the  winter 
months,  ronioving  same  each  spring.  Personally  1  have  found  the  [)ercent- 
age  of  deaths  very  high  in  all  aviaries,  used  as  winter  quarters,  where  the 
wind  can  blow  through  from  side  to  side,  or  end  to  end, — Ei), 
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and  a  pair  of  Flamingoes.  The  Demoiselles  were  young  birds, 
but  went  through  the  winter  most  satisfactorily,  running  loose  in 
the  garden  and  shut  into  a  shed  at  night.  Since  March  they  have 
been  in  their  present  (luurters,  and  have  an  open  shed  which  they 
seldom,  if  ever,  use,  except  the  Crowned  Crane  who  occasionally 
sleeps  there.  I  have  only  had  the  Flamingoes  a  short  time  and 
am  rather  doubtful  about  them,  as  this  dry  soil  does  not  seem  to 

suit  their  feet,  though  they  si)end  a  good  deal  of  their  time  in  the 
water  which  is  a  concrete  bath  12ft.  by  9ft.  and  1ft.  Gin.  deep  in 
the  centre  part.  I  have  had  the  Crowned  Crane  since  March,  he 
is  a  grand  bird  and  is  thriving.  I  have  also  2  Australian  Piping 

Crows,  one  the  White-backed  and  the  other  the  Black-backed 
species.  They  are  very  good  friends  and  live  loose  in  the  garden, 
with  clipped  wings.  They  are  most  attractive  and  very  friendly, 
though  inclined  to  be  mischievous  and  ably  defend  themselves 
against  dogs  and  cats ;  they  do  practically  no  damage  to  the 

gartlen. 
This  spring  1  have  been  more  successful  with  the  small 

birds.  The  Green  Cardinals  have  nested  and  hatched  out  two  chicks, 

both  however  liied.  I  also  got  two  Sparrows  (one  Cape  and  one  Yel- 
low) which  paired  and  liave  hatched  and  reared  one  hybrid,  it  is 

not  unlike  a  common  sparrow.  1  got  the  Cape  Sparrow  cock  and 
the  Yellow  Sparrow  hen  in  the  l^eginning  of  May,  I  really  wanted 

a  pair  of  Yellow  Sparrows,  but  they  sent,  perhaps  accidently,  the 
above  two  birds.  I  put  them  out  at  once  into  the  wild  aviary 

where  they  immediately  started  building  a  nest  in  a  German  Can- 
ary cage  hung  in  the  slied.  The  nest  was  composed  of  grass,  hay, 

moss,  sticks,  bits  of  shrul)S,  and  flowers,  and  lined  inside  with 
moss;  the  four  eggs  are  right  at  the  far  end,  and  coultl  only  be 

seen  by  tipping  up  the  nest  ;  only  one  liatclied.  The  cock  l)ird 

did  practically  all  the  feeding,  he  would  take  live  or  six  meal- 
worms in  his  mouth  at  a  time  to  the  nest  ;  he  never  liked  to  go  to 

the  nest  if  he  thought  he  was  being  watched  or  while  one  was  in 
the  aviary.  1  should  not  like  to  say  how  many  mealworms  he 

had  in  a  day,  gentles  he  did  not  care  much  for.  The  young 

Sparrow  is  as  big  as  its  mothei-,  and  of  a  light  brown  eoloiu'  with 
liglit  eyel)r()w  streaks  and  a  very  ligiit  coloured  breast,  tlie  back  is 

marked  like  the  mother's.  It  can  fly  well  now  and  does  not  seem 
to  mind  this  changealjle  weather.  The  Green  Cardinals  are  again 
nesting. 
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The  photographs  show  the  two  aviaries — No.  1,  Crested 
and  Demoiselle  Cranes ;  No.  2,  Inside  the  wild  aviary  :  No.  3,  The 
crows  ;  and  No.  4,  Some  ))irds  in  the  heated  aviary  ;  they  are  the 
Black  and  White  Starlings,  a  Magpie,  the  Blue  Rock  Thrush,  and 

a  White-throated  Jay  Thrush,  the  latter  a  new  acquisition.* 

My  Aviaries  and  Their  Inmates. 

By  Miss  M.  Drummond. 

It  is  only  after  several  requests  from  our  kind  Editor  that 
I  am  sending  this  plan  of  my  aviary  (Perthshire),  and  account  of 
my  birds,  which  are  very  ordinary. 

The  aviary  is  made  to  fit  into  a  corner  of  a  garden,  so  as  to 
benefit  by  north  and  east  walls  and  also  to  have  the  use  of  an 
existing  brick  house  for  the  shelter  ;  it  has  answered  well  and  been 

very  successful  for  all  my  birds,  in  spite  of  their  northern  home. 
They  have  kept  fit  and  in  good  feather,  and  seldom  indeed  have 
any  of  them  been  ailing,  and  though  owing  partly  to  want  of  room 

and  partly  to  high  prices  I  have  never  had  any  rare  birds,  never- 
theless, what  I  have,  have  been  a  source  of  great  pleasure  and  in- 

terest to  me.  I  may  say  that  I  have  had  in  it  for  the  past  ten  years  : 

White  and  Grey  Java  Sparrows,  which  breed  readily  ;  Grey  Car- 

dinals, Cockateels,  Yellow  Weavei's,  Cactus  Conures,  and  Manni- 
kins  of  sorts,  and  they  have  always  thriven,  some  of  them  being 

quite  aged. 

The  accompanying  plan  will  indicate  the  general  ari'ange- 
ment  of  the  aviaries  and  also  indicate  the  arrangements  made  for 

the  comfort  of  their  inmates  during  the  severe  winters  we  often 
experience  in  Perthshire.  The  following  key  will  make  the 

ground  plan  quite  clear  : — 
A.  A. A. A. :    A  substantial  Brick  shelter,  well  lighted  with  side  sashes  and 

skylights  ;  fitted  with  hot  water  sei'vice. 
B.  li.H.iJ.  :    Wood,  glass  and  corrugated  iron  shelters. 
C.  C.C.C.  :    Open  wire  netting  flights,  planted  and  turfed— provided  with 

glazed  shutters  for  closing  up — during  inclement  weather. 
D.  :    Cage  4ft.  x  3ft.  x  6ft.  high. 
E.  :    Cage  extension  with  glass  roof,  and  jiortablu  side  sashes  for  winter 

use,  arranged  to  catch  the  early  nioi'niiig  sun. 
Dotted  lines  represent  wire  netting  partitions. 

Aviary  No.  1  :    Here  I  have  pairs  of  Retl-sided  Kclectus 
Parrots  and  Red-rump  Parrakeets  with  Yellow  Weavers  in  the 

*  See  plate  facing  page  J  88. 
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cage  marked  K.  The  Red-sided  ai-e  at  present  showing  signs  of 
breeding. 

Aviary  No.  2  :  This  contains  :  Crimson-wing  Parrakeet 
(  <?  ),  Cactus  Conure  (  ?  ),  and  a  pair  of  Cockateels,  the  latter  reared 

me  twenty  young  hist  year  in  five  nests  of  four  each — notwith- 
standing that  twice  the  hen  all  but  succumbed  to  egg-binding  in 

the  early  spring.  At  the  present  time  (May  31st)  she  is  incuba- 
ting four  eggs.  Last  season  I  also  had  in  this  enclosure  three  pairs 

of  Yellow  Budgerigars  which  reared  fourteen  young  during  the 
season.  l)ut  I  have  now  parted  with  them  all.  In  this  enclosure  I 
also  have  Grey  Cardinals  whose  nests  never  come  to  anything, 
and  White  and  Grey  Java  Sparrows  which  breed  very  readily. 

Aviaries  Nos.  3  and  4  :  The  wire  netting  division  be- 
tween these  two  aviaries  is  of  large  enough  mesh  to  enal)le  the 

small  birds  to  pass  freely  from  one  to  the  other,  the  larger  species 

having  to  be  content  with  the  space  of  No.  3.  Here  are  congre- 
gated together  :  Mesias,  Pekins,  Mannikins  of  sorts.  Canaries 

(Yorkshire's),  Green  Singing  Finches,  Zebra  Finches,  Red-  and 
Black-headed  Gouldian  Finches,  and  other  small  species.  Last 

year  I  had  so  many  Zeijra  Finches  I  had  to  get  rid  of  them  all — 
they  proved  more  prolific  than  our  native  Sparrows  ! 

Gouldian  Finches  :  I  have  done  fairly  well  with  this 

beautiful  species — disappointing  as  it  is  to  so  many — rearing  about 
twenty  young  in  the  course  of  two  years  of  the  two  varieties,  and 

at  the  present  time  in  the  slielter  of  No.  3  aviary,  the  Red-heads 
are  busily  engaged  in  feeding  a  brood  of  young  birds.  The  small 

birds  appreciated  the  wilderness  under  the  wall  of  No.  -1  aviary. 
The  shelters  have  concrete  bases  and  are  well  sandeil  on  top 

of  the  concrete.  I  keep  a  small  amount  of  heat  on  in  the  shelters 

for  nearly  (>  months  of  the  year,  which  keeps  them  dry  and  warm 

without  being  hot,  and  I  am  sure  it  keeps  the  l)irdH  more  comfor- 
table in  our  cold  and  damp  climate — in  fact  it  appears  to  me  a 

necessity  to  their  well  being  :  but,  even  in  tiie  eoldest  weatlier, 
unless  a  snowstorm  is  raging  I  let  them  out  for  some  hours  daily, 

but  they  evidently  appreciate  their  cosy  warm  shelters  and  do  not 
stay  out  long  on  bad  days. 

In  aviary  No.  4,  I  have  trays  of  sand  under  the  principal 

perching  places  of  the  birds  about  five  feet  from  the  ground,  the 
aviary  being  rather  narrow,  I  am  able  thus  to  keep  the  grass  and 

shrubs  clean  and  fri.'sli.    1  have  made  similar  arrangements  inside 
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all  the  shelters  to  facilitate  cleaniiifi  arranKenients.  I  may  conclude 

hy  repeating  that  niy  aviaries  and  birds  liave  supplied  me  with 
unlimited  interest  and  pleasure,  and  the  aviaries  have  also  been 
very  successful  judfiinfj;  from  the  condition  and  lenfxth  of  life  of 
their  inmates. 

Birds  in  and  about  the  Station  (Bakloh,  Punjab). 
By  Capt.  G.  a.  Pbrrbau,  F.Z.S. 

(coiithiued  from  page  133). 

LAUGHING-TH RUSHES  AND  BABBLERS. 
This  group  is  not  well  represented  in  the  Station  itself,  but 

there  are  more  not  far  above  and  a  Babbler  or  two  not  far  below  the 

Station.  One  cannot  recommend  them  as  cage-birds,  but  in  the  aviary 
they  are  most  interesting  and  I  wonder  they  are  not  more  popular  at 
home.  Of  course  they  want  room  and  they  are  most  certainly  not 
safe  company  for  birds  smaller  than  themselves.  Mr.  Tescliemaker 

found  his  Wliite  crested  do  a  consideral)le  amount  of  damage  to  oc- 
cupants of  an  adjoining  aviary. 

TuK  Himalayan  WurrR-CRESTED  Laughing-Thrush  (Garrulax 
lencolophus).  According  to  the  Ijook  we  are  beyond  the  north-west 

boundary  of  this  bird.  About  four  or  five  years  ago  I  found  them  quite 

common  in  Kajiar  in  mid-June,  the  young  having  just  left  the  nest, 
and  most  interesting  to  watcii  they  were.  I  have  not  met  it  in  a  wild 

state  since.  In  Marcli  1908  I  picked  up  four  at  Bombay  to  take  home 
with  me  They  found  a  temporary  home  in  the  Zoo  for  that  summer. 

I  took  one  out  in  the  Autumn  to  do  some  mild  exhibiting.  It's  appear- 
ance reflected  the  greatest  credit  on  the  Zoo  treatment  and  I  had  a 

fair  amount  of  success  witli  it  I  believe  it  is  still  doing  well  at  Welsh 
shows.  It  made  a  charming  pet  and  was  a  source  of  nmch  amuse- 

ment to  visitors  owing  to  his  curious  postures  and  cries.  I  could 
generally  set  him  off  laughing  by  attempting  an  imitation  (a  poor  one 
at  that  but  it  sufficed).  His  laugh  did  not  really  resemble  a  laugh, 
but  it  was  a  nice  cheery  noise  and  lots  of  it. 

I  had  written  some  more  on  the  habits  of  this  bird,  when  I 

came  on  the  following  bit  in  Oates'  book  about  several  genera  which 
we  might  lump  together  as  Jay- Thrushes,  a  very  descriptive  name 
commonly  applied  to  this  species. 

"  All  are  without  exception  gregarious,  and  are  found  in  troops  of 
"  from  six  to  twenty  or  more  individuals.  They  feed  principally  on  the 
"ground,  their  strong  feet  and  bills  enabling  then  to  turn  over  leaves, and 
"  they  are  also  found  on  trees,  on  which  they  take  refuge  when  disturbed. 
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"  On  being  alarmed,  or  frequently  without  any  apparent  cause,  they 
"  break  out  into  a  chorus  of  notes  resemhlinij  laufjhter  or  loud  chatter. 
"  They  are  also  in  the  habit  of  going  through  amusing  performances  on 
"  the  ground,  erecting  their  crests,  drooping  their  wings,  and  expanding 
"  their  tails,  dancing  and  cajiering  about  all  the  time.  They  are  all  found 
"  in  forests  or  amongst  trrees  and  bushes,  and  though  cautious  and  some- 
"  times  very  shy.  yet  on  some  occasions  they  seem  careless  of  observation, 
"  and  they  are  difficult  to  get  rid  of  when  once  their  curiosity  has  been  ex- 
"  cited.  They  eat  almost  every  sort  of  insect  and  the  smaller  reptiles, 
"  and  they  no  doubt  partake  also  of  fruit." 

They  certainly  are  fond  of  fruit  and  berries.  They  ne.st  in  low 
thick  bushes. 

Rough  description.— Crest,  head,  neck,  and  breast  pure  white  ; 
a  broad  streak  below  tlie  eye  and  continued  beyond  black  ;  rest  of 
plumage  chestnut.    Length  11  inches,  tail  2.2. 

The  Rufoiis-chinned  Laughing  Thrvstv^  (hmtlweinel a  rufigularis). 

— This  bird,  too,  I  have  only  met  with  higher  up  in  the  forest  zone, 
r  have  never  kept  it,  but  was  much  taken  with  it  in  a  wild  state,  and 
as  it  should  be  an  easy  bird  to  keep,  it  may  yet  find  a  place  in  one  of 
my  aviaries.  Ir  is  a  non-jay-like  bird,  smaller  and  slimmer  than  the 
last,  and  althcugh  it  is  lacking  in  ha"ing  such  a  striking  contrast  of 
colours,  it  is  distinctly  handsome.  Roughly  it  gives  one  the  idea  of  a 
bird  clad  in  beautiful  olive  brown,  with  rather  a  small  white  dress 
shirt  and  a  waistcoat  of  ashy  brown  spotted  with  black.  In  reality  it 
has  a  good  deal  more  colour.    Length  nine  inches. 

Most  of  the  birds  I  saw  wei'e  young,  wanting  the  rufous  chin 
and  ear-coverts,  and  even  the  old  birds  seen  were  not  rich  coloured  on 
these  parts.  They  kept  very  much  to  low  thick  bush,  but  were  not 
liard  to  <)l)serve  if  one  kept  still. 

The  Red-headed  Laughing-Thrush  (Trachalopferum  rrythroce- 
phalum). — Another  bird  from  the  forest  zone  and  a  very  handsome  and 
desirable  bird  it  is.  The  evasive  nature  of  the  beast  prevented  much 
observation,  but  I  saw  enough  to  hanker  after  him,  in  spite  of  the  fact 
that  I  first  made  his  acquaintance  when  he  was  in  disreputable 
company.  A  pair  of  Jays  (G.  lanceolatus)  were  trying  to  snafiBe  the 

young  from  a  Tick  ell's  Ouzel's  nest,  and  the  parents  were  resisting 
vigorously.  The  Redheads  were  hardly  taking  an  active  part  in  the 
proceedings,  but  it  was  curious  that  they  managed  to  get  much  closer 
to  the  nest  than  any  of  the  other  robbers  ;  there  were  several  others 
there  apparently  on  the  chance  of  getting  a  bit.    The  main  battle  was 

*  A  specimen  of  this  species  was  presented  to  the  Zoo  by  our  esteemed 
member  Mr.  E.  W.  Harper,  ten  or  more  years  ago — it  is  still  living  and  a 
very  beautiful  bird — it  is  located  in  the  Western  Aviary. — Ed. 
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witli  tlie  Jays,  though  the  Redheads  were  hy  no  mear  s  encouraged,  to 

put  it  mihily.  Finally  the  Jays  were  beaten  o£f  with  my  help  and  the 
mean  hangers-on  softly  and  silently  vanished  away.  I  happen  to 
know  that  these  Tickells  preserved  their  young  from  bird  marauders, 
because  I  took  the  young  myself  about  a  week  later  ;  it  was  about  the 
most  carefully  hidden  nest  T  have  ever  seen.  I  have  felt  mean  about 

it  ever  since  when  I've  thought  of  it  -  e.-^pecially  as  the  j'oungsters 
died  young  To  serve  the  ends  of  justice  (and  to  round  off  the  yarn) 
I  should  have  at  once  found  and  taken  the  young  of  the  Redheads,  and 
left  the  gallant  Tickells  alone.  Forbye  I  wanted  the  Redheads  the 
more. 

The  yoar  before  one  of  our  men  brought  mc  in  a  young  one,  as 

usual,  at  it's  last  gasp ;  it's  two  companions  had  succumbed  the 
previous  day.  It  only  lived  about  ten  minutes  so  I  count  my  first 
acquaintance  irom  the  disgraceful  incident  related  above.  Our  little 
men  generally  bring  in  things  too  late  and  I  have  had  to  make  it  a 
lule  to  refuse  either  young  birds  or  eggs.  A  man  once  brought  me  in 
a  nice  setting  of  phea.sant  eggs  (probably  Kalijj  and  I  had  gone  some 
way  in  my  arrangements  for  a  broody  hen  before  the  man  informed  me 
that  they  were  liaid  set  and  had  been  taken  ten  days  before;  he  had 
tried  one  for  breakfast  on  taking  them. 

These  birds  seem  to  frequent  highest  trees  as  much  as  low 
Inislies.  A  i)rief  description  is  very  difficult.  Mead  chestnut  ;  upper 
parts  olive  brown  ;  rump  ashy  ;  under  parts  fulvous.  The  feathers 
On  the  neck  and  mantle  have  crescentic  black  marks  near  the  ends, 
those  on  the  throat  and  breast  have  similar  marks  and  whitish  tips, 
giving  a  very  handsome  effect  which  is  heightened  by  these  parts 

having  a  golden  sheen  on  them,  'J'he  wing  is  highly  coloured,  con- 
taining golden-red,  yellow,  slaty  blue,  and  chestnut,  r^ength  1 1  inches, 

tail  4.8. 
[  To  be  continued.^ 

Editorial. 

Nesting  Notes :  Mr.  wiiif ord  has  the  following  species 
busily  engagetl  in  the  duties  of  incubation  in  his  natural  aviaries  : 

Silver-eared  Mesias,  Tri-colour  and  Common  Parrot  Finches, 
Gouldian  Finches,  Ruficaudas,  and  many  others  building. 

Painted  Finches  (EmMeina  picta)  Mr.  Willford  has 
two  young  of  this  species  on  the  wing  and  is  I  believe  the  fortun- 

ate aviculturist  to  first  breed  this  beautiful  species  in  this  country. 
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Cuban  Finches  (Phonipara  catwra)  Mr.  Willford  is  do- 
ing well  with  this  species,  his  pair  having  successfully  nested  twice 

this  season  already,  the  first  brood  of  three,  being  fine  lusty 
youngsters,  strong  on  the  wing  and  quite  independent  of  their 

parents,  and  three  more  are  in  the  nest  being  assiduously  fed  by 
their  proud  and  active  parents. 

Dusky  Finches  :  Mr.  Willford  has  a  pair  of  this  species, 

which  have  not  previously  been  bred  in  this  country — closely 
incubating  a  clutch  of  eggs. 

Hybrid  Sparrow  :  Lady  Pennant  informs  me  that  a 
young  hybrid  Cape  x  Yellow  Sparrow  has  been  reared  in  her 

aviaries,  and  is  now  qiaite  independent  of  its  parents.  I  do  not 

know  of  this  hybrid  having  been  previously  reared,  if  any  mem- 
ber knows  of  a  previous  instance  will  he  please  send  details, 

otherwise  Lady  Pennant  will  be  entitled  to  the  clul)'s  medal  as 
being  the  first  to  rear  this  cross. 

Black  and  Yellow  Creeper  {Certhiola  Jlavmhi)  Our 
esteemed  member,  Mr.  A.  Sutcliffe,  has  a  pair  of  this  lovely 
species  engaged  in  the  duties  of  inculcation,  with  eggs  about  due 
to  hatch  fJune  28th).  Another  member,  Mr.  R.  Suggitt,  is  in  the 
same  happy  position,  and  I  trust  both  our  members  will  have 
complete  success  and  tiie  young  be  fully  reared. 

Mr.  Sutcliff'e  also  lias  Black-headed  Sil)ias,  Black-lieaded  and 
Hooded  Siskins,  and  White-crowned  Pigeons  all  busily  incubating 

chitches  of  eggs,  and  we  trust  1)i'oo(ls  will  be  successfully  reared. 

In  Mr.  Suggitt's  aviaries  the  following  aiv  nesting  :  Grey-winged 
Ouzels,  .Tacarini  Finches — the  first  brood  were  not  reared,  cold  and 
wet  sui^ervening,  the  young  died  when  six  days  old — they  built  an- 

other nest  in  a  GooseI)erry  bush,  ))ut  the  Blackcap  Warblers  dispos- 
sessed them.  They  have  now  a  nest  on  the  ground  among  the  grass, 

very  similar  to  a  lark's,  but  smaller,  and  are  busily  engaged  in  in- 
cubating two  eggs.  Violet  Tanagers,  Meadow  Pipits,  and  cross 

mated  Phillipine  x  Red-whiskered  Bulbuls,  Colombian  Siskins, 
Doves,  etc.,  are  either  l)uilding  or  incubating. 

Grey-winged  Ouzels  {Mcrula  houlboul) :  In  Mr.  Suggitt's 
aviary  a  pair  of  this  species  are  busily  feeding  four  chicks  which 
are  doing  well,  there  appears  every  indication  that  all  four  will  be 

successfully  reared — the  quantity  of  earth  worms  being  consumed 
is  simply  prodiguous. 

Hybrid  Doves  :  Mr.  W.  H.  Payne  has  kindly  sent  me  a 
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cross-niutod  pair  of  Riifus-I)ack6ul  Pi^'don  and  White  Java  Dove, 

with  two  of  tlieir  pi-ogeii>,  one  only  a  S(]ueakei',  the  latter  only 
survived  tlie  journey  one  day,  but  the  other  and  the  parent  birds 
are  doin,i;  well  in  the  aviary  of  Mr.  HufJTKitt,  who  with  Mr.  Sutcliffe 
are  kindly  housing  my  birds  while  new  aviaries  are  being  erected. 
From  the  description  sent  me  and  the  body  of  the  Squab  I  gather 

that  they  about  e(iually  favoui-  both  parents,  but  a  detailed 
description  will  appear  in  a  near  issue. 

Stella's  Lory  :  Mr.  Brook,  in  answer  to  my  enquiries 
informs  me  that  the  young  chick  is  doing  well  and  the  feathers 

ai*e  just  beginning  to  shoot — the  beak  appears  to  be  black — the 
chick  is  being  reared  by  the  male  parent,  the  hen  unfortunately 
dying  with  a  lump  of  saml  in  the  bowel,  which  she  was  unable  to 
pass.  A  second  pair  of  this  species  have  two  newly  hatched 
chicks  and  are  feeding  well. 

Hybrid  Cardinals  :  Our  esteemed  member  M.  Arnstein 

has  had  a  hybrid  Red-crested  x  Green  Cardinal  fully  reared  in  his 
aviary — the  egg  was  left  with  the  Cardinals  for  ten  days,  then 
transferred  to  a  hen  Siskin,  who  successfully  hatched  it  out  and 

reai-ed  it  up  to  the  twelfth  day,  when  M.  Arnstein  completed  the 

task  by  hand- feeding  on  De  Von  Nightingales'  Food  soaked  in 
luke  warm  water — a  description  and  further  details  will  be  given 
in  next  issue.    This  cross  has  not  previously  been  reared. 

Our  esteemed  member  B.  Hamilton  Scott,  has  also  been 

successful  and  two  hybrid  Red-crested  x  Pope  Cardinal  chicks 
will  soon  be  ready  to  leave  the  nest — this  cross  has  been  reared 
on  more  than  one  occasion  previously. 

Starling  Crosses,  etc.  :  Our  esteemed  meml)er  P. 

Gosse  has  a  Rosy  Pastor  {3  )  mated  with  a  Malabar  Mynah  (  ?  ?  ) 
which  have  built,  but  so  far  no  eggs  have  been  laid.  Mr.  Gosse 
has  also  had  a  clutch  12  Californian  Quail  eggs  hatched  out  under 

a  Bantam  hen — the  chicks  are  doing  well. 
Foreign  Birds  :  Owing  to  change  of  residence,  I  have 

found  it  impossible  to  include  an  instalment  of  "  Foreign  Birds  " 
in  current  issue  ;  it  will  be  resumed  in  August  issue. 

Correction  :  The  generic  name  under  the  figure  of  White- 

eared  Scops  Owl  (in  June  issue)  should  be  Scops  and  not  Glaucid- 
iuin  as  printed. 

A  Deserved  Honour :  i  am  sure  most  of  our  members 

will  be  pleased  to  note  the  well  deserved  recognition  of  Mr.  H.  W. 
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Mathias's  servicesi  and  that  the  members  of  the  Perpetual  Flower- 
ing Carnation  Society  have  given  him  this  ])ractical  token  that 

they  (Inly  appi-eciate  his  administrative  and  business  qualifications. 
"  A  very  interesting  presentation  was  made  by  Mr.  J.  S.  Bruton, 

"chairman  of  the  executive  committtee,  to  Mr.  Hayward  Mathias,  lion, 
"sec,  on  behalf  of  the  members.  The  presentation  was  a  verj-  pretty  sil- 
"  ver  egc;  boiler,  and  a  purse  of  twenty  guineas,  as  a  token  of  the  members' 
"appreciation  of  Mr.  Mathias's  services  since  the  inception  of  the  society 
"  in  February,  l'JO(>.  Mr.  Mathias  is  a  verj'  loveable  gentleman  of  quiet 
"demeanour,  thoroughly  business-like,  always  obliging,  helpful,  courteous 
"  and  under  whose  direction  the  work  of  the  society  has  i>rospered." — 
From  the  "  .Toui  nal  of  Tloi-ticiilture,"  June  KUh,  litlO. 

Nesting  of  HammerkopS  {Scopius  umbrrtta)  -.  Just  on 
going  to  press  we  learn  that  a  pair  of  this  species  have  nested  in 
the  Great  Aviary  at  the  Zoo,  and  at  the  present  time  (July  9th) 
have  two  chicks  about  a  month  old.  This  is  the  first  occasion  on 

which  this  species  have  reared  young  in  this  country. 

White-necked  Crane:  Owing  to  a  misunderstanding, 
the  plate  so  named  in  last  issue,  opposite  p.  103,  is  incorrect — the 
birds  figured  being  Manchurian  Cranes. 

BRITISH  BIRDS. 

Bird  Life  through  the  Camera. 
By  H.  WiLLPORD. 

The  few  photographs  accompanying  these  lines  are  some  of 
my  first  attempts  at  birds  in  a  wild  state,  and  to  anyone  who  has 
the  time  to  spare,  a  few  hours  spent  in  the  woods  or  fields  hidden 
away  from  view  by  a  tent  or  other  means  cannot  fail  to  be  full  of 
interest. 

The  Nkjhtingalb  (Dnalim  luHc'ina  Linn.)  :  The  first 
subject  here  reproduced  is  our  most  renowned  songster  the  Night- 

ingale, and  it  was  only  by  chance  whilst  walking  through  a  glade 
at  the  edge  of  a  wood  that  I  almost  trod  on  the  nest,  the  old  bird 

scuttling  quickly  away  along  the  ground  for  some  distance.  The 
cup  shaped  nest  formed  of  dead  oak  leaves  lined  with  hair  and 

fine  grass,  was  at  the  bottom  of  a  small  tree,  not  more  than  six  in- 
ches from  the  ground,  and  when  found  contained  five  newly 

hatched  young,  about  which  the  old  birds  seemed  very  concerned 

when  I  stooped  over  the  nest  to  see  the  position  for  my  photo- 
graph, the  cock  doing  his  best  to  draw  me  away  with  his  oft 

repeated  note  of  warning. 

On  the  following  day  I  brought  up  my  hiding  tent  and 
fixed  it  up  near  the  nest,  having  of  course  well  covered  it  with 
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branch,e&  to  in;ikt>  it  inconspicuous.  Within  ten  minutes  of  my 
hiding,  the  old  birds  came  back  and  flitted  around  among  the  nut 
boughs  for  a  few  minutes  before  one  alighted  on  the  edge  of  the 
nest,  a  fat  green  grub  in  its  beak,  and  all  the  while  spreading  its 

tail  and  wings  and  uttering  a  call  to  its  young  ;  on  the  old  birds' 
arrival  with  food  five  little  necks  shot  up  as  one,  and  each  time 
two  only  seemed  to  be  fed,  the  old  bird  removing  any  excrement 
which  she  swallowed,  but  whether  she  disgorged  it  afterwartls  or 
not  I  was  unable  to  see. 

About  every  ten  minutes  one  or  the  other  of  the  old  birds 

came  with  food  which  the  young  always  seemed  ready  for,  after 
which  they  retii  t'd  to  the  bottom  of  the  nest  till  the  next  course 
was  In-ought. 

It  was  HO  dark  in  this  glade  that  with  a  telephoto  lens  I 

had  to  give  no  less  than  six  seconds  exposure,  and  the  risk  of 
movement  was  very  great,  so  much  so,  that  out  of  the  first  dozen 
plates  exposed  only  one  was  a  complete  success. 

Two  out  of  the  five  young  I  hand-reared,  and  I  hope  to  re- 
produce prints  of  them  later. 

Greater  Whitethroat  (Sylvia  clnera,  Bech.)  :  This 

again  was  a  rather  difficult  subject,  although  the  nest,  which  was 
among  a  clump  of  nettles  at  the  outside  of  a  hedge  and  built  of 

dried  grass  and  bents  and  lined  with  horse  haii",  was  in  a  much 
better  light,  and  by  means  of  bending  a  few  leaves  here  and  there 
the  sun  was  let  through  and  enabled  me  to  get  a  snapshot  of  the 

old  bird  just  after  feeding  the  young.  ' 
The  food  was  brought  in  much  the  same  manner  already 

described  in  the  notes  on  the  Nightingale,  only  the  old  White- 

throats  crept  through  from  the  Ijack  of  the  nest.  The  food  con- 
sisted chiefly  of  green  caterpillars  and  a  small  white  moth. 
Yellow  Bunting  {Ember iza  citrinella.  Linn.)  :  Our 

next  photograph  was  much  easier  to  obtain.  One  reason  for  this 
was  that  right  opposite  the  nest  was  already  a  large  clump  of 
bushes  among  which  the  tent  was  placed  and  a  telephoto  lens  used 

at  a  distance  of  about  two  yards,  which  gives  a  much  larger  pic- 
ture than  in  the  two  former  cases. 

The  old  birds  too  were  not  half  so  shy,  remaining  for  some 
time  after  the  shutter  had  been  released.  The  nest  contained  only 
two  young,  which  I  believe  is  rather  unusual,  and  was  built  of 
grass,  roots,  and  moss,  in  a  low  l)ush. 
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Whilst  waiting  for  the  old  birds  to  come  I  had  a  peculiar 

experience,  as  suddenly  under  niy  feet  the  ground  began  to  quiver, 
and,  for  a  moment  it  felt  very  uncanny,  something  was  burrowing 
underneath  the  ground  and  must  have  heard  a  slight  movement 

just  on  reaching  the  top  for  it  suddenly  turned  down  again. 
I  think  tliis  must  have  been  a  mole  although  I  have  never 

seen  one  at  work  before. 
So  far  I  have  found  the  Warblers  much  the  most  difficult 

to  photogi'aph,  as  they  are  so  (juick  in  their  movements  when 
feetling  young,  that  unless  a  good  light  is  obtainable,  under  ex- 

posure of  the  plates  is  sure  to  result  if  one  does  not  want  to  show 
movement  of  the  birds. 

Willow  Wren  {Pkytliuscopus  trudiilus,  Linn.)  :  A  few 

days  later  I  came  across  a  Willow  Wren's  nest  which  was  built  in 
a  bush  covered  with  ivy,  being  domed  and  constructed  of  bents, 
leaves,  and  moss,  snugly  lined  with  feathers  ;  it  contained  five 

young. 
The  old  bird  kept  close  about  whilst  I  fixed  up  my  hiding 

place,  and  no  sooner  was  I  covei-ed  up  than  Mrs.  Wren  was  on  the 
nest  brooding  her  newly  hatched  family  ;  the  cock  made  frequent 
visits  with  food,  generally  consisting  of  some  kind  of  fly  or  green 
grub,  which  he  passed  on  to  his  wife  and  then  flew  away. 

The  light  was  not  very  good  but  I  think  the  print  gives  a 

very  good  idea  of  our  little  friend  and  his  home. 
{To  he  continued.) 

The  Rearing  of  Blue  Tits— for  Beginners. 
Bv  Mi!S.   E.  Warren  Vkrnon. 

I  feel  I  Ijave  not  done  much  towards  tlif  lielping  of  our  Editor 

this  year.    Suppose  we  blame  tbe  comet,  it  has  hud  everything  that 
has  happened  so  far  put  upon  it,  and  niy  laziness  will  only  he  another 
straw. 

I  sat  out  of  doors  in  a  field  one  whole  afternoon  watching  for  a 

nest  of  Long-tailed  Tits,  but  tho'  1  tried  all  ways,  I  was  not  successful 
in  snaring  the  parent  birds,  the  young  flew  next  day. 

Then  I  was  Ijrought  a  nest,  and  the  female  parent  of  Blue 
Tits,  six  in  number.  I  found  tliem  in  the  Conservatory  when  I  went 
to  feed  my  birds  at  about  9  a.m.  They  were  very  hungry  and  she 

(the  mother)  who  will  be  known  as  "  Maria  "  (as  she  deserves  a  name, 
I  am  sure  my  readers  will  say  before  they  come  to  tlie  end  of  this 

paper),  came  to  the  1jars  of  the  small  travelling  cage  they  were  in, 
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asking  for  food — I  gave  Ler  a  mealworm.  She  ate  it,  I  gave  her 
several,  after  satisfying  her  own  hunger,  she  began  picking  them  to 
pieces,  pulling  off  the  head,  pecking  the  back  and  taking  out  the  long 
black  thread  that  runs  through  mealworms,  this  part  she  nearly  always 
discarded  ;  then  Maria  fed  her  babies. 

I  then  transferred  them  to  a  proper  cage,  putting  the  family 
into  a  box  hung  in  the  side  of  the  cage  just  under  a  door,  so  that  I 
could  easily  inspect  tliem.  There  is  a  green  net  slide  that  goes  in 
front  of  the  bars,  which  prevents  any  wild  birds  injuring  themselves 
against  them,  but  I  found  Maria  was  far  too  busy  attending  to  the 
wants  of  her  family  to  think  about  getting  out. 

They  were  fed  on  the  following  foods  as  I  could  obtain  them, 

but  agam  let  Halley's  Comet  bear  the  blame,  there  were  very  few  ants 
eggs,  and  ?to  green  caterpillars  when  I  first  got  Maria— I  gave  them 
chopped  mealworms,  soft  food  and  egg  mixed,  this  she  refused  at  first, 
now  they  have  some  when  no  live  food  is  at  hand. 

Gentles  that  have  been  well  cleansed  in  meal,  green  cater- 

pillars whenever  I  can  get  them,  and  now  plenty  of  fresh  ants'  eggs. 
This  went  on  till  about  three  days  ago,  that  is.  ten  days  since  I  received 
the  birds.  Some  of  tlie  little  ones  could  now  fly  a  little  and  come  out  of 
the  nest,  always  going  back  when  they  got  tired.  Tiien  I  found 
another  nest  in  the  wall  of  my  kitchen  garden.  I  fear  I  jjroke  the 
Sabbath  Day,  as  first  I  got  the  babies  out,  six  again  and  put  them  into 
a  cage,  just  above  tlie  hole  where  their  nest  had  been,  as  it  was  an 
impossible  place  to  get  at  in  the  dark,  when  I  could  have  caught  the 
mother  easily.  I  fastened  a  string  to  the  cage  door,  which  was  held 
by  someone  inside  the  green-house,  and  then  took  my  position  in  an  apple 
tree.  After  almost  half-an-hour  father  Tit  came,  and  after  cussing 
around,  going  into  the  hole  and  coming  out  very  distressed,  he  finally 
entered  the  cage  with  a  green  caterpillar  in  his  l)eak,  and  was  caught. 
I  took  him  out  and  put  him  into  anotlier  cage  and  the  operation  was  gone 
through  again.  After  a  long  time  and  many  failures  we  caught  the 
other  parent.  They  were  then  put  into  the  cage  with  net  front  and 
they  fed  their  young  fairly  well,  but  whether  it  was  being  together  or 
not  I  cannot  say,  but  they  were  far  shyer  than  Maria,  hiiHng  in  the 
corner  when  I  went  near. 

Two  days'  after,  while  the  cage  was  Ijeiug  cleaned,  they  both 
slipped  out  tiirough  a  tiny  hole  in  the  bottom,  and  though  1  tried  for 
a  long  lime,  it  was  impossible  to  re-capture  the  little  imps.  As  the 
babies  were  much  younger  than  the  first  lot,  and  wanted  feeding 
oftener,  I  thought  I  would  try  an  experiment,  so  1  took  them  upstairs 
and  put  them  into  the  nest  with  the  six  older  birds.  It  was  a  S([uash, 
their  natural  motiier,  so  I  took  her  up  and  thought  she  would  also 
feed,  or  help  feed  her  own  babies  -  not  a  bit  of  it— I  am  sure  she  is  a 

but,  tho'  it  is  very  surprising,  the  fact  remains,  that  dear  Maria  fed 
the  twelve  birds  right  away,  and  has  gone  on  doing  so  ever  since,  and 
they  begin  to  come  out  of  their  nest  now. 

The  next  day  in  a  trap  cage  baited  with  mealworms,  I  caught 
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sufFnigette,  she  called  to  them  once,  ate  of  all  the  tit-bits,  and  left  her 
babies  alone,  to  poor  Maria  ;  I  therefore  put  her  into  the  aviary  where 
she  seems  quite  happy. 

Regarding  feeding,  tlie  best  way  is  to  give  only  one  sort  of  food 

at  a  time,  a  generous  supply  of  ants'  eggs,  and  when  quite  cleared  up 
then  mealworms.  I  only  got  enougli  green  caterpillars  for  two  feeds, 
but  of  course  that  is  their  proper  food.  Accustom  them  to  soft  food, 
as  otherwise  the  young  will  not  eat  it  when  able  to  feed  themselves. 
The  last  thing  at  night  a  good  suj)ply  of  food  should  be  quickly 
introduced  into  tlie  cage  and  the  shutter  opened  so  that  the  Maria  in 
the  case  may  see  to  feed  early — 5  30  a.m.  she  generally  starts,  always 
waking  the  babies  with  a  loud  chatter. 

They  are  in  a  large  aviary  cage  and  some  are  in  log  nests  and 
souie  sleep  on  perches,  the  smaller  ones  still  in  nest 

The  young  sleep  a  great  deal,  and  as  they  grow  older  feed  less 
and  with  longei'  periods  between  each  meal.  Maria  seems  quite 
happy.  Twice  she  has  been  out  in  my  room  and  both  times  gone  back 
of  her  own  accord  to  her  cage  and  children.  There  is  no  manner  of 
doubt  a  Blue  Tit  is  one  of  the  most  adaptable  as  well  as  the  most  de- 

voted of  mothers. 
Blackcaps  will  do  the  same,  but  are  not  so  happy. 

Nest  and  Eggs  of  Willow  Wren.  Photo  by  T.  Miller,  F.Z.S. 

'Yhe  a1)0ve  interesting  pl'otograph  was  taken  by  our  esteemed 
member  Mr.  Tinuisv/ood  Miller,  on  the  occasion  of  the  annual  outing 
of  the  National  British  Bird  and  Mule  Club,  on  May  28th.  It  will 
readily  be  seen  that  the  nest  was  by  no  means  an  easy  find,  and  also 
illustrates  fully  how  many  species  use  their  surroundings  to  conceal 
their  home. 
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NESTING  OF  SUGAR  BIRDS,  etc. 

S IK.- With  rc<>ar(l  to  my  note  in  May  issue  of  "  B.N.,"  it  will  i)r<)bably 
be  of  general  interest  if  T  state  what  became  of  the  fledgelings  when  hatched 
out. 

SuciAH  BiHDs:  The  eiig  I  put  under  the  Canary  was  duly  hatched, 
but  she  refused  to  rear  l)oth  the  Sugar  Bird  and  her  own  brood. 

The  hen  Sugar  Bird  also  hatched  out  one  chick,  which  lived  for  six 
daj-s.  r  supiilied  the  following  foods  ;  Live  gentles,  chopped  mealworms, and  the  usual  insectile  mixture.  She  became  so  tame,  tliat,  if  I  entered  while 
she  was  feeding  her  young,  she  would  perch  on  my  shoulder,  take  the  worm 
out  of  my  hand  and  would  then  take  fully  ten  minutes  in  preparing  it  for 
her  young.  The  male  parent  assisted  in  feeding  the  chick,  but  did  not  assist 
either  incubation  or  nest  construction. 

All  went  well  for  six  days,  but  the  next  morning  on  entering  the 
aviary  I  heard  such  a  commotion  that  J  knew  at  once  there  was  something 
amiss  -  both  birds  were  very  excited.  I  looked  in  tlie  nest  and  found  the 
chick  had  disappeared,  after  a  search  I  found  it,  still  alive  but  in  a  very  ex- 

hausted condition  ;  I  put  it  back  into  the  nest  and  kept  watch  for  some  time 
— I  saw  the  hen  enter  the  nest  and  throw  the  fledgling  out.  I  had  some 
young  Canaries  two  days  old  and  added  the  Sugar  Bird  chick  to  their  num- 

ber, but  the  Canaries  would  not  feed  it  and  it  died  the  following  day. 
The  hen  at  once  commenced  building  again,  looking  very  fit  and  as 

lively  as  ever.  I  I'educed  the  fruit  mixture  and  left  the  Sultana  Cake,  of 
which  my  birds  appear  very  fond.  She  laid  an  egg  the  following  day  and 
then  went  very  soft,  so  I  caught  and  kept  her  caged  for  two  days,  during 
which  a  shell-less  egg  was  laid.  I  then  gave  her  the  full  diet  again.  After 
this  I  found  several  eggs  on  the  floor,  she  is  now  (June  8th)  building  again. 

C.viiDiN.vi.s  :  In  taking  up  again  the  story  of  my  Cardinals  I  may  say 
at  once  they  have  been  rather  disapi)ointing.  The  first  egg  laid  disappeared 
out  of  the  nest,  and  I  felt  almost  sure  it  had  been  stolen  by  .someone,  as  no 
other  bird  in  the  aviary  is  pei  mitted  to  go  near — in  fact  I  believe  if  a  child 
went  into  the  aviary  it  would  be  attacked — so  I  put  a  mock  egg  into  the  nest, 
this  also  disappeared.  There  was  another  egg  laid  the  following  morning 
which  likewise  vanished  mysteriously  ;  I  was  in  time  to  save  the  next  three 
eggs,  and  as  I  knew  they  could  not  be  reared  in  the  aviary  I  sent  them  into 
the  country  where  unfortunately  they  got  stolen.  They  built  again  and  laid 
a  clutch  of  four  eggs,  incubation  lasted  twelve  daj's,  when  seeing  two  were 
fertile  I  placed  them  under  a  Canary,  she  hatched  them  out  but  would  not 
feed.  The  hen  Cardinal  laid  another  clutch  of  four  in  the  same  nest,  three 
of  these  proving  fertile  I  placed  them  under  three  German  Canaries,  one  is 
hatched  and  it  appears  to  be  doing  well  up  to  the  present.  The  same  hen  is 
also  rearing  a  Brami)lefinch  x  Chaffinch  hybrid  from  an  egg  laid  in  the 
aviary.  The  other  two  eggs  did  not  hatch  out,  the  chicks  died  in  the  shell. 
The  Cardinals  are  again  nesting  and  appear  likely  to  lay  yet  another  clutch. 

I  must  express  my  astonishment  at  a  curiosity  in  the  colour  of  the 
young  when  hatched,  the  down  on  some  was  (juite  white,  but  the  one  still 
living  is  quite  black,  showing  as  much  difference  between  them  as  between 
a  white  and  a  coloured  man — T  couldn't  have  got  a  much  greater  fright  if  I had  seen  a  ghost !  MARK  ARNSTEIN. 

Month's  Arrivals. 
Owing  to  extreme  pressure  and  no  notes  having  come  in  from  mem- 

bers, I  am  only  able  to  note  here  the  consignment  recently  brought  over  by 
Mr.  Frost  for  Sir  W.  Ingram,  consisting  of  : 
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6  Cocks  of  the  Rock  (all  ̂   )  12  Palm  Tanagers 
58  Blue  Tanagers  5  Lavender-hacked  Finches 
23  Black-cheeked  Tanagers  13  Black-headed  Lined 
1  Black  Tanager  4  Lined 
20  Silky  Cowbirds  3  Fire-red 
24  Yellow-headed  Reed  Birds  4  Jacarini 
24  Red-breasted  Marsh  Birds  3  Little  Saffron 
2  Manibre  Sparrows  2  Martinique  Gallinules 
3  Talpocote  Doves 

I  have  recently  been  offered  by  Jamrach,  the  well-known  dealer,  the 
following  interesting  species  : 

Alpine  Choughs  Dwarf  Martincta  Tinamous 
Adamson's  Francolins  Rufescent  „ Yellowish  Finches  Purple  Cowbirds 
Tien-tsin  Larks  Cuban  Amazons 
Snowy  Owl  Double-fronted  Amazons 
Goshawks  Concave-casqued  Hornbill 
Black  Swans  Two-wattled  Cassowary 
Crowned  Pigeons  White-faced  Whistling  Ducks 
Cereopsis  Geese  Black-backed  Geese 

Post-Mortem  Reports. 
(Vide  Rules). 

For  7-epI/e.t  hi/ post,  a  fee  of  2s.  6(1.  must  he  sent;   this  rule  mill  not  he hrolceti  under  ani/  condition. 
Post-Morlein  Reports  can  only  appear  in  next  issue  mlien  hodies are  received, 

by  Mr.  Gray  prior  to  the  31st  of  any  month. 
Cuban  Finch       (Mr.  Amsler).    Cause  of  death  was  pneumonia. 
African  Waxbill  (Miss  Peacock).    Cause  of  death,  enteritis. 
Festive  Tanager  i  (Mrs.  Bourke).  Cause  of  death  impaction  of 

stomach  with  food,  no  doubt  brought  about  by  loss  of  muscular 
tone  of  that  organ.  A  dose  of  castor  oil  or  a  few  grains  of  Epsom 
salts  would,  if  given  in  time,  have  overcame  the  difficulty  and  in  all  proba- 

bility have  saved  the  life  of  the  bird. 
Golden  Pheasant  Chick  (E.  W.  Chaplin).  Cause  of  death  white 

chalky  diardhasa  due  to  a  i)arasite  or  psorosperm  or  coccidium.  The  ground 

should  be  changed  by  digging  oft"  the  top  soil  and  putting  fresh  loose  earth in  the  run  ;  or  where  the  chicks  have  their  liberty  the  pen  shifted  every  day. 
Ant  cocoons,  chop])ed  lettuce,  wheat  meal,  crushed  dog  biscuit, 

boiled  wheat  and  hard  boiled  eggs  should  be  given.  The  water  should  have 
a  small  quantity  of  sulphate  of  iron  put  into  it — about  five  grains  to  the 
pint.    Dry  red  millet,  hemp,  dari  and  canary  seed  should  also  be  given. 

Roller  Canary  s  (H.  V.  Johnson).    Cause  of  death,  pneumonia. 
Hen  Gouldian  Finch  (Miss  L.  Clare).  The  cause  of  death  was  egg 

binding  or  congestion  of  the  oviduct,  due  to  a  chill.  If  it  had  been  found 
ailing,  steaming  the  hinder  part  and  then  placing  the  bird  in  a  cage  in  front 
of  the  fire  or  even  keeping  it  on  a  hot  water  bottle  would  have  saved  its 
life.    Hundreds  of  l)irds  have  this  season  died  of  this  cause. 

Yellow  Budgerigar  ?  (Miss  K.  Webb).  No  doubt  the  bird's  death was  caused  by  an  injury,  as  I  found  extensive,  bruising  over  the  hinder  parts 
of  the  body. 

Cordon  Bleu  ?  (E.  W.  Chaplin).  Cause  of  death,  pneumonia,  which 
has  been  very  prevalent. 

Ansirered  hy  Post. — Miss  Drummond  (two  birds)  ;  Lady  Pennant 
and  The  Hon.  Mary  Hawke  (three  birds). 

Infertility  of  eggs,  death  of  the  embryo  with  the  shell,  inability  to 
feed  the  young,  cripi)led  youngsters,  and  irregular  and  insufficiency  of  eggs, 
have  been  rather  the  rule  than  the  exception  in  Canary  breeding  this  season. 
Perhaps  some  of  our  readers  will  relate  their  experiences  on  this  subject. 

Henky  Gray,  M.R.C  V.S. 
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Photdx  hi/  Lady  Diinleath 

The  Rheas  at  Ballj^'walter  Park. 
!• — Young  Rhea  from  Argentine  ?  ,  2  years  old. 
2. — Rhea  g  .  bred  in  England.  3  years  old. 
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A  Tour  in  South  America  and  Aviary  Notes. 

By  The  I.ady  Dunleath. 

Perhaps  some  of  your  readers  would  like  to  lieai'  about  our 
tour  in  Soutli  America.  We  left  Southampton  on  February  19th 

in  l-J.M.S.  Astui-ias  and  came  in  for  very  heavy  «ales  in  the  Bay. 
We  called  at  Madeii'a  anil  I  saw  a  few  birds  for  sale  there.  Wax- 
bills,  not  looivin^  at  all  liealtliy,  and  native  canaries  for  which  they 
asked  exorbitant  prices  knowing  that  we  were  only  staying  for  a 
few  hours.  We  stopped  at  Rio  de  Janeiro  for  nearly  a  day, 
landed  early  antl  went  up  the  Corcovada,  a  high  mountain,  in  a 

cog  wheel  train.  I  was  disappointed  at  not  seeing  any  Humming 
Birds,  but  some  of  our  party  saw  several,  neither  did  we  see  any 
parrots.  The  butterflies  were  most  gorgeous,  one  in  particular, 
sky  blue  and  of  an  enormous  size. 

We  arrived  at  Buenos  Aires  on  March  12th,  and  after  a  few 

days  were  asked  to  pay  a  visit  to  Fray  Bentos  the  great  Liebig 
Factory,  in  the  province  of  Uraguay.  The  managers  were  most 
kind  and  drove  us  all  over  one  of  the  Estancias,  where  we  saw  a 
great  number  of  beautiful  birds,  among  them  the  Oven  bird  which 
has  a  curious  oven  like  nest  attached  to  the  branches  of  trees. 

There  were  also  a  great  number  of  Crested  Cardinals,  they  seemed 
as  common  as  our  Blackbirds  flying  about  and  running  on  the 
ground. 

There  were  also  many  other  beautiful  birds,  but  unfortun- 
ately they  all  had  Spanish  names  and  I  do  not  remember  them. 

At  tlie  manager's  house  in  his  lovely  Tropical  garden  I  saw  my 
first  Humming  Bird,  such  a  tiny  little  thing  hovering  over  flowers 
like  a  big  bee.  He  was  green,  with  a  ruby  red  head.  The  cook 
had  found  their  nest  in  the  garden  border  close  to  the  ground, 
when  locusts  were  being  destroyed  ;  she  rescued  the  three  young 
ones  and  reared  them  on  sugar  and  honey  ;  they  had  just  been 
turned  out  and  this  was  one  of  them.    We  paid  several  visits  to 
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Estancias,  staying  a  few  days  at  each  ;  tliere  were  not  many  liirds 
to  be  seen,  chiefly  large  Vulture  Hawks  which  were  very  hand- 

some, and  little  Burrowing  Owls  sitting  on  the  fence  rails  or  on 

the  top  of  their  burrows,  screaming  defiance  if  one  went  near 
them.  There  were  also  Partridges,  not  like  oars,  but  more  like 

large  Quail  ;  at  that  time  of  year  they  always  got  up  singly,  but 
later,  we  were  told,  they  kept  together  in  large  numbers,  and 

afford  verj'  good  sport.  At  one  Estancia  beyond  Rosaria,  there 

was  a  tame  Rhea*  which  walked  aboi;t  the  garden  and  round  the 
house,  it  was  given  to  me  when  I  left  and  I  brought  it  home  safe- 
ly.  I  was  told  it  was  a  cock.  When  I  came  home  I  found  that 

my  own  pair  had  grown  into  enormous  birds.  We  saw  great 

numbers  of  these  bir<ls  in  8.  America,  but  none  were  anything 
like  the  size  that  mine  have  become  in  the  last  few  months.  We 

always  supposed  them  to  be  a  true  pair  as  onet  was  continually 
booming  and  they  had  become  very  fierce.  We  put  them  into  a 
large  field  and  hoped  they  would  nest.  One  day  the  new  Rhea 
walked  up  the  avenue  near  their  field  and  the  largest  of  the  old 

ones  broke  out  to  make  its  acquaintance.  We  put  him  back  sev- 
eral times  but  he  managed  in  some  way  or  other  to  get  through  or 

over  the  wire  cattle  fence  about  four  feet  high,  and  through  a 
wood  to  the  field  where  his  new  friend  was  enclosed.  He  was  taken 

back  to  his  own  field  but  again  l)roke  out,  so  we  decided  to  keep 

all  three  birds,  for  the  future,  in  the  same  field.  Now  he  has  for- 
saken his  own  friend  and  has  entirely  taken  up  with  the  new  one. 

It  is  this  that  makes  me  think  that  the  new  one  must  be  a  hen. 

The  discarded  onej  lives  by  itself  in  another  part  of  the  field.  My 
own  pair  are  three  years  old,  and  were  bred  in  England,  the  new 

one  is  two  years  old.  I  was  also  given  five  of  this  year's  young 
birds,  they  were  sent  home  after  us  and  arrived  safely.  They  are 
very  tame  and  live  in  the  deer  park.  I  feed  them  every  morning 
and  when  I  whistle  they  run  to  meet  me  however  far  away  tliey 

may  be,  and  surround  me  jumping  up  at  the  food  so  that  I  find  it 
difficult  to  get  to  the  place  where  I  feed  them.  They  take  a  great 
interest  in  golf  and  when  we  play  follow  round  the  whole  course. 
Their  antics  are  most  amusing,  and  they  are  Ijoth  graceful  and 
stately. 

*  Plate  I.  No.  1,  Plate  II.  Fig.  1. 
t  Plate  I.  No.  2,  Plate  II.  Fig.  2. 
X  Plate  II.  Fig.  3. 
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We  crossed  the  Andes  on  mules  which  was  rather  a 

terrifying' I'xperience.  We  stayed  at  Vino  (h'l  Mai'  and  went  l)y 
tram  to  Valparaiso,  wiiere  1  l)ou^lit  two  small  hirds.  I  never 
could  find  out  their  names.  One  was  jet  black  about  tlie  size  of  a 

Cole  Tit,  with  yellow  bands  underneath  and  yellow  bai'S  across  its 

winys,  it  had  a  small  t)eak  shaped  like  a  Bullfinch's.  1  was  so  sorry 
when  it  died  on  our  way  lionie.  The  other,  T  was  told,  is  rare 
and  delicate,  it  is  about  the  size  of  a  BeuKalese  l)Ut  much  more 
slender,  small  short  head  and  thick  beak,  lonj;  tail  :  colour  :  black 
head,  wiufis,  I)ack,  tail  ami  throat ;  white  underneath  ;  white  cheeks 

and  white  strip(>  down  centre  of  head.*  At  Buenos  Aires,  just 
before  leaving,  I  bought  several  birds.  They  were  very  well  kept 
and  in  splendid  condition  and  health.  Twelve  young  Crested 
Cardinals,  their  heads  still  being  yellow,  eight  arrived  home  safely, 

they  are  very  tame  and  very  fond  of  mealwoi-ms.  One  large  l)ird 
about  the  size  of  a  Chough,  but  more  slender,  beautiful  blue  black 

plumage  which  looks  brilliant  purple  in  some  lights.  He  can 
raise  his  shoulder  feathers  like  a  cape  and  when  he  flies  these 

feathei'S  have  a  grey  tint.  He  walks  like  a  Kook,  and  his  head 

and  beak  are  like  a  Rook's.  He  can,  I  am  told,  be  taught  to  talk 
and  whistles  well,  he  feeds  on  canary  seed,  soft  food  and  any- 

thing he  can  get.  He  was  called  Tordo  Bolivierano.  Two  other 

birds  ai-e  re;U  jet  black  and  are  exactly  like  miniature  Jackdaws 
in  every  way  except  size,  in  which  they  resemble  a  Blackbird. 
They  make  a  noise  like  a  Jackdaw  when  caught  or  frightened, 
walk  like  one  and  whistle  l)eautif ully.  The  cock  and  hen  are 

alike,  they  wei'e  calli'd  Mii-lrs  del  Chaco.  Thi'ee  birds  were  like 
Starlings,  in  size,  walk,  and  behaviour  ;  alas  I  two  were  dead,  one 

was  a  grey  brown  and  very  tame,  flew  on  to  my  liand  for  meal- 
worms, and  whenever  I  went  into  the  aviary  it  flew  to  meet  me. 

The  other  was  black  with  bauds  of  fawn,  black  mask,  and  fawn 

head.  These  died  within  the  last  week,  l)ronehitis  and  pneumonia 
brought  on  by  bitter  east  winds  and  fog  which  we  had  soon  after 
our  arrival.  I  am  having  them  stuffed.  The  other  which  is  at 

present  alive  and  healthy,  was  called  a  Charlatan,  and  is  such  a 

curious  mixture  of  brown  and  black,  that  I  find  it  hard  to  des- 
cribe. It  is  rather  smaller  than  a  Cardinal,  with  hrown  head, 

black  mask,  speckled  breast,  striped  slioulders,  and  wing  feathers 
black  edged  with  brown.    All  these  birds  whistle  beautifully. 

*  Very  i)rob;ibly  the  Lined  B'inch  {Spn  nuiiihild  lineata.j — En. 
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Tn  Paris  on  our  way  home  I  got  some  Waxbills  from  my 
frieiid  M.  Tniversee,  Quaie  de  Louvre  :  as  usual  his  birds  were  in 

perfect  ordei-,  s|)otlessly  clean,  and  not  crowded.  I  also  got  what 
he  called  a  Troupial.  it  is  not  at  all  like  the  Troupial  I  got  in  New 
York  some  years  ago.  This  i)ird  is  the  same  bright  yellow  with 
a  black  mask,  black  shoulders,  black  wings  with  a  broad  yeHow 
stripe  parallel  to  flight  feathers,  black  tail,  three  feathers  on  each 
side  being  yellow.  The  one  I  got  in  New  York  (now  stuffed)  has 
black  head  and  neck  and  most  of  the  Ijivast,  black  shoulders  and 

yellow  ring  round  neck,  tail  quite  black,  black  wings  with  yellow 
at  the  shoulder  joints,  and  a  white  stripe  down  the  wings.  Its 
beak  also  is  much  larger  and  more  slender  than  the  new  l^rds. 

there  is  far  more  yellow  on  the  new  one.  T  also  bought  a  Mock- 
ing Bird  which  rivals  the  Blackbirds  and  Thrushes,  singing  be- 

tween 9  and  1(1  ar  night.  The  Mirlos  are  (juite  tame  and  one  of 
them  eats  out  of  my  hands.  All  the  birds  I  bought  eat  canary 
seed  as  well  as  soft  ff)od,  and  some  of  them  like  small  l)itsof  meat. 

I  keei>  tiie  Afirlos  and  the  Tordo  in  the  aviary  with  the  Nut- 

crackers and  Ciiouglis,  Avhich  I  l)ought  fi'om  Mr.  .Tamrach  before 

f'lu'istmas.  The  Nutcrackers  live  entirely  on  Monkey  nuts,  it  is 
very  amusing  to  watch  them  crack  the  nuts  against  stones  with 

their  powerful  beaks:  they  are  all  in  splendid  plumage.  All  my 

other  l)irds  ai'e  we]],  hut  there  are  very  few  nests  at  present,  only 
a  few  Zel)ra  Finelies  and  Canaries,  tlie  lattt-r  liatch  ami  then  sit  on 
them  till  tliey  die.    This  occurs  every  year. 

T^ast  January  three  Canaries  built  out  of  doors  and  hatched 

their  young  liel'ore  I  went  abroad,  l)ut  as  usual  sat  close  on  them 
till  they  died.  I  do  not  tliink  CaJiaries  do  well  in  an  aviary  with 
other  birds,  but  I  like  them  as  tliey  give  such  life  and  colour,  and 
their  song  out  of  doors  is  so  delightful.  I  forgot  to  mention  that 
we  saw  hundreds  of  Parrots  brought  to  the  sliip  for  sale,  they 
were  all  Bra/illian  and  most  of  them  had  short  chains  on  their 

legs.  One  passengei'  luid  a  small  cage  with  about  thirty  of  these 
wretcheil  birds  in  it  ;  poor  little  things  I  tliey  liad  not  even  room 

to  stand  in  :  tliey  were  teri'ibly  draggled  and  dirty,  1  got  the 
owner  In  wasli  some  and  to  put  tliose  that  had  chains  on  to  boxes 

on  tlic  deck,  these  got  mucli  better  l)Ut  many  died.  He 

told  nif  lie  knew  nothing  about  liirds  (1  (piite  lielieved  him)  and 

was  bringing  these  home  for  a  friend.    It  would  l)e  so  much  more 
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liiiinaiu'  il'  |)e()|)k'  wuuld  liriii^  I'ai'  t'tnvei-  birds  lioiiif  and  krep 
them  clean  and  conifurtalile. 

Since  writing  the  above  I  received  the  following  from  tlie 

Taxidermist  to  whom  I  sent  the  two  birds  that  died.  "The  two 

"  birds  received  ai'e  Rosy  Pastors  or  Starlings.  They  are  not  in- 
"  digenous  to  the  New  Woi  kl,  but  are  natives  of  Kurope,  Asia,  and 
"  also  Britain.  Some  years  ago  tliey  bred  about  Bailynahinch 
"  Oiuite  near  to  this  I'ark).  Both  birds  were  females,  one  was  in 
"abnorm-d  plumage  (this  was  the  very  tame  one),  they  were  aged 
"  birds."  I  was  in  his  shop  in  Belfast  the  other  day  and  saw 
tiiem  :  he  has  set  them  up  very  well.  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  only 
three  of  the  Crested  Cardinals  are  now  alive.  They  one  l)y  one 
drooped  and  pined  away.  I  am  nearly  distracted  with  a  plague 

of  mice  in  my  aviaries.  Tliey  kill  the  birds,  eat  tlieir  eggs,  des- 
troy tlie  food,  and  I  believe  are  the  cause  of  many  deaths  in  my 

aviaries.  I  am  now  going  to  try  a  corrugated  iron  fence  Ijft. 
high  and  turned  over  outwards  on  the  top,  all  round  my  aviary. 

We  have  poui'ed  tar  down  every  hole  that  we  could  find,  and  if 
we  can  only  prevent  them  from  getting  in  fi'om  the  outside  we 
may  conciuei-  them. 

My  native  companions  (Australian  Cranes)  liave  laid  two 
eggs  which  they  incubated  for  seven  weeks  ;  l)ut  alas  I  botii  were 
infertile. 

On  Plate  IV.  the  following  are  figured,  but  some  may  not 

be  distinct  enougli  for  recognition  : — Cranes.  Common  European 
and  Australian  Native  Companion  :  Swans  ;  Egret  :  Storks  :  Flam- 

ingo :  Egy[)tiaii,  Barred  and  White-faced  Geese  :  Sheldrake,  Wild 
and  various  other  Ducks. 

  nit  f  - 

A  Holiday  in  the  West  Indies. 

By  a.  Sutclippb. 

(Ccmtinued  from  page  157). 

On  the  last  day  of  December  I  left  Jamaica  on  tlie  R.M.S. 

Magdalene  having  asked  a  l'rie*id  to  forward  any  birils  wliich  could  be 
procured.  Our  iirst  port  of  call  was  Colon,  Colombia  ;  it  is  a 
damp  low  lying  town,  the  buildings  are  chiefly  wooden  ones,  built  on 
piles  and  raised  about  two  feet  from  the  ground.  There  was  nolliing 
procurable  here  in  the  bird  line,  and  we  caught  the  first  train  on  the 
Panama  Kailway  lor  Panama.    For  miles  along  the  side  of  the  track 
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wooden  lious(^s  are  erected,  protected  by  mosquito  curtains  all  round. 
I  understand  these  are  chiefly  for  the  men  working  on  the  canal.  I 
noticed  many  wicker  cages  containing  birds  outside  these 
houses,  but  T  could  not  see  what  kind  of  birds  they  contained. 
Panama  is  a  line  old  Spanish  town  with  houses  overhanging  the 
streets.  When  out  for  a  drive  on  the  first  afternoon  of  our  stay  here, 
we  met  two  nigger  boys  carrying  cages.  I,  of  course  could  not 
allow  them  to  pass,  as  I  was  very  curious  to  know  what  they  had  ])eeii 

catching ;  one  of  the  cages  contained  a  3-  Colombian  Siskin,  the 
other  four  S  Yinlet  Euphonias.  I  did  not  want  the  Violets.  I  tried 
hard  to  buy  the  Siskin,  but,  the  youngster  would  not  part.  I 
questioned  these  boys  about  the  birds  of  the  district,  they  could  not 
give  me  much  information,  but  they  did  inform  me  that  I  could  buy 
almost  any  kind  of  bird  in  the  market.  On  the  following  morning 
my  companion  was  ill  and  unable  to  leave  the  Hotel.  After  seeing 
him  safely  packed  away  in  charge  of  a  doctor,  I  made  a  bee  line  for 
the  market.  Whether  or  not  I  hit  the  right  day  I  am  unable  to  say, 
but  I  was  rather  disappointed  at  what  I  found  there.  The  market  is 

in  the  cei  tre  of  the  town  and  is  a  large  covered  in  square,  with 
formidable  palings  all  round,  each  vendor  has  a  stall  and  seems  to 
sell  a  bit  of  everything  ;  many  of  them  are  Chinese.  Parrots  of  all 
kinds  were  to  be  purchased  in  quantities,  monkeys  were  also  plentiful  ; 
both  the  Parrots  and  monkeys  were  tethered  either  to  the  back  or 
sides  of  the  stalls,  the  small  birds  were  kept  in  wicker  cages  ;  I  bought 

a  pair  of  Colombian  Siskins,  hail'-a-dozen  Violet  Euphonias,  four  small 
Green  Tanagers  probably  {Euphonia  miniita)  and  an  All  Green 
Chloro  Tanager,  an  immature  bird.  The  latter  is  now  in  my  aviary 
and  is  assuming  adult  plumage,  apparently  it  will  be  green 

and  yellow.  A  white  man  has  a  great  ditSculty  in  purchasing  any- 
thing at  a  reasonable  price,  especially  if  they  think  you  want  it.  We 

only  stayed  here  two  days,  and  after  being  taken  over  the  canal  works 
by  one  of  the  engineers,  we  sailed  from  Colon  for  Carthagena.  This 
has  been  a  very  fine  city  and  possesses  a  history,  l)ut  is  now  practically 
destitute  of  white  people,  and  most  of  its  imposing  buildings  are 
tenantless.  Try  as  I  would,  all  I  could  find  here  were  Troupials  and 
monkeys,  they  appear  to  have  a  mania  for  monkeys  in  this  place ;  our 
stay  was  a  very  short  one,  the  call  being  to  take  gold  aboard,  which 
was  deposited  on  the  ship  with  great  pomp,  accompanied  by  armed 
guards  in  full  uniform.  Our  next  call  was  Savanilla,  here  I  found 
more  Troupials,  Parrots,  and  monkeys  ;  the  Parrots  were  principally 
Blue-fronted  Amazons,  and  if  you  asked  the  natives  for  small  birds 

you  could  get  no  direct  answer  from  them.    "  iii  massa,  big  fine  talker 
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niassa,  ])uy  these  nuissii,"  was  the  only  answer  I  could  get  to  my 
enquiries.  1  was  oJeieil  a  .laguar,  a  very  tine  one,  which  was  quite 
tame,  liaviiig  been  caught  as  a  cub  and  hand  leared.  I  offered  the 
owner  a  fiver  lor  hiui,  and  the  purchase  was  practically  completed  when 
my  friend  stopjwd  negotiations,  lie  said  he  very  much  objected  to 
being  made  a  meal  of,  and  assured  nie  if  I  carted  it  about  with  me  for 
two  mcntlis,  tliere  would  be  trouble.  So  after  taking  a  snapshot  of  it 
in  the  cage  we  left  it.  From  here  we  sailed  for  Trinidad,  only  staying 
tliere  two  days  (I  returned  to  Trinidad  later).  Here  I  purchased  a  pair 

of  Egrets  out  of  a  very  fine  flock  kept  at  the  Queen's  Park  Hotel,  Port 
of  Spain  (see  photoj  and  took  them  aboard,  as  I  intended  forwarding 
the  birds  I  had  collected  home  by  this  ship.  We  then  called  at 
Rarbadoes,  but  birds  there  were  few  and  far  between.  The  bird  of  the 

island  is  a  White-eyed  Starling,  which  roams  the  streets  iu  numbers, 
its  colour  is  blue-black  with  a  forked  tail.  It  was  useless  my  procuring 
any  as  I  had  no  soft  food  and  could  not  purchase  any,  although  I 
made  exhaustive  enquiries.  No  one  keeps  insectivorous  birds  in  these 
Islands.  Our  next  call  was  (jeorgetown,  Denierara.  1  paid  a  visit  to 

the  .Museum,  which  contains  many  interesting  and  instructive  speci- 
mens of  minerals,  raw  materials  for  manufacturing  purposes,  such  as 

rubber,  cottons,  hemp,  silk,  etc.,  also  a  collection  of  local  birds,  both 

in  cases  and  skins,  and  upon  examining  the  visitors'  book  I  was 
surprised  to  see  the  name  of  Mr.  W.  Frost.  I  at  once  commenced  to 
make  enquiries,  and  learned  he  had  gone  up  country  in  search  of 
birds.  I  should  have  been  delighted  to  have  met  him  there,  and  if  he 

would  ha"e  had  me  as  a  companion  1  should  have  accompanied  him  on 
what  proved  to  be  a  very  exciting  trip.  My  companion  takes  vei'y 
little  interest  in  birds,  and  I  am  afraid  at  times  wished  there  were  no 
birds  within  one  hundred  miles  of  us  ;  I  purchased  a  few  Blue  and  Palm 
Tanagers,  and  had  offered  to  me  by  a  nigger  a  cage  containing  60 
Taiiagers,  principally  Blue  and  Palm  ;  they  were  in  wretched  condition 
from  overcrowding,  ai.d  when  he  saw  I  really  did  not  want  them, 

offered  to  let  me  have  the  lot  for  a  soveieign — let  a  nigger  once  knew 
you  want  anything  and  you  wiU  have  to  pn\  for  it.  i  was  too  eager 
on  more  than  one  occasion,  and  ul  courbe  iiad  to  pay  for  my  lolly. 

One  pair  of  the  Blue  Tanagers  pui'chased  here,  nested  in  my  aviary  at 
the  end  of  .June  ;  they  built  in  a  tlartz  cage  making  the  nest  of  leaves, 
stripped  off  a  bamboo  growing  in  the  aviary,  and  cotton  wool.  They 

hatched  two  young  and  reared  them  to  about  14  days'  old,  when  for  some 
reason  which  I  cannot  explain  deserted  them.  They  were  well 
developed  and  fine  youngsters,  and  were  fed  chiefly  on  flies,  gnats, 

and  mealworms.   The  nestling  down  was  pale  chocolate  brown — upper 
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surfiice  blue,  iliillcr  ami  greener  tliaii  tliat  of  the  adult,  bird  ;  iiiidcr 

surface  pale  whitish-blue,  entirely  lacking  the  lustre  ot  the  adull  bird, 
as  one  would  expect  ;  thr  beak  was  blackish-horn  colour,  and  the  legs 
and  feet  bluisli-grey. 

(To  he  continued.) 

The  Birds  of  Gambia. 

By  K.  HoPKlNSON.  D.S.O.,  M.A.,  M.l^. 
(Continued  from  p.  186.) 
ALCEOmiDAE. 

The  Giimhian  Kingfishers  may  be  arranged  in  two  f^roups :  (1)  the 
Pied.  (2)  the  Blue  Kingfi.shers.  Of  the  first  we  have  two  representaives, 
Ceryle  radix  and  C.  mu.rima. 

Cerijle  rudia.    PIED  KINOFISHEE. 
Range.    Asia  Minor  to  Egypt ;  Tropical  Africa.  (H.L.) 
A  black  and  white  bird  about  half  as  big  again  as  the  English  King- 
fisher, which  is  very  common  in  the  Gambia,  where  they  are  usually  to  be 

found  in  pairs  or  often  just  after  the  rains  in  little  family  parties  of  five  or 
six.  They  seem  equally  at  home  in  salt  or  fresh  water,  and  all  along  our 
little  strip  of  coast,  up  the  river  from  its  mouth  to  our  boundary,  along  all 
its  creeks  and  at  every  pool  and  wet  swamp  in  the  country  they  are  to  be 
seen,  either  sitting  motioidess  on  a  post  or  stick  standing  up  in  the  water  or 
on  some  overhanging  bough,  or  else  hovering  in  the  air  with  beak  pointing 
vertically  downwards  and  stationary  except  for  their  quickly  quivering 
wings,  to  periodically  dive  with  a  splash  right  into  the  water  beneath  and 
emerge  again  almost  at  once,  if  successful,  with  a  fish,  wliich  has  been 

espied  from  above  and  captured  by  the  bird's  headlong  ])lunge — a  plunge 
so  swift  that  is  almost  impossible  to  follow  it  with  the  eye.  After  a  failure 
the  bird  returns  to  its  hovering,  to  watch  and  dive  till  success  rewards  its 
efforts,  when  it  carries  off  its  capture  to  some  spot  near  by  where  it  can  be 
gulped  down  and  disposed  of.  They  are  indike  most  other  Kingfishers  in 

being  quite  noisy  birds  continually  calling  to  one  another  with  slu-ill  chatter- 
ing notes  and  besides  they  show  none  of  the  shynes.s  and  love  of  solitude  of 

their  relations.  Their  native  names  are  Jilango  (Maiidiiiyo )  and  Babukar 
(Joloff). 

The  general  colour  is  black  mottled  with  white  ;  the  crown  (slightly 
crested)  is  black  surrounded  by  a  white  streak  from  the  beak  above  the  eye 
round  the  nape  and  joins  the  black  back  patch  ;  wings,  black  with  white 
p  itches  ;  under  surfacs  white  with  a  patch  of  black  on  eacli  side  of  the 
chest.  Iri;.  brown  :  f)ea!v  and  legs,  black:  length.  11  inches.  In  young 
birds  niin\  of  the  feithers  are  edged  with  brownish  grey. 

('.mi.niini.    (JIAXT  KIXGFISHER. 
Iluiiij:'.  Ti-opic.vl  Africa,  Senegambia  to  Niger,  Shoa  ;  East,  Soutli 

and  South-west  Africa.    ( II .L.) 
A  much  larger  liird  tlian  tin^  prin-ediiig  and  found  in  the  s;nnc  sitna- 
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lions,  <;i'iii;rally  siiiLfly,  l>ut  in  the  winter  occasioiiailx  three  ov  fxwv  together. 

'I'hey  are  most  i)owert'ul  h>okiiiy  l)ii'ds  with  treiiien<lnusly  stroiifj;  beaks  anil 
l)esi(les  beiiiu;  larger  than  the  Pied  Kiniffisliei's  aie  nuieh  more  heavily  built 
than  they  are  aiul  altoijether  less  (luick  and  ac:ti\e  in  their  movements. 
They  are  rarely  seen  hoverin<j  but  watch  from  some  post  or  branch  for  their 
prey,  which  by  no  means  consists  entirely  of  fish,  but  includes  frogs,  i&c, 
and  even  larije  insects  :  in  the  stomach  of  one  I  shot  was  an  almost  fresh 
centipede. 

Tlie  ifeneral  colom'  above  is  bluisli  black  sliijhtly  mottled  with  white, 
the  win<,'s  anil  tail  with  largei'  spots  of  white.  Foreliead  tinyed  with  i-nfous  ; 
(•rown,  which  is  crested,  deej)  black  :  a  stripe  of  white  followed  by  one  of 
black  crosses  the  sides  of  the  face  ;  the  chin  is  white  bordered  at  the  sides 
with  black  ;  chest,  a  rich  rufous  ;  remainder  of  under  surface,  white.  Iris, 
dark  brown  ;  bill,  black  ;  legs,  dark  brown.    Length,  17  inches. 

A  Icedu  quadrihachys. 
Raiiije.    West  Africa,  Senegambia  to  (xold  Coast.    ( fl.L.  ' 
A  bird  rather  smaller  than  our  English  KingHsher,  but  with  very 

similar  plumage,  e.\cept  that  the  n]>i)er  pai'ts  ai'e  a  d;irker  and  more  i)ui])le 
blue.    I  do  not  know  this  species  here. 

Con/flioniis  ef/aiio.sliijiiiij.    CRESTBD  KINGFISHER. 
/in/ii/p  :  Tropical  Africa.    I  ILL.  ) 
A  lovely  little  bird  which  haunts  pools  and  small  streams  rather  than 

the  main  river,  and  which  one  not  infre((Uently  sees  sitting  a  few  inches 

above  the  surface  of  the-  watei'  under  the  dark  shadow  of  the  overhanging 
foliage,  or  darting  like  a  flash  of  l)lue  tire  througli  the  matted  tangle  of  the 
water-side  vegetation.  Its  food  probably  consists  mainly  of  large  water 
insects,  such  as  dragon  flies  and  beetles,  as  well  as  small  fish. 

Above  it  is  bright  blue  ;  the  crown  bears  a  distinct  crest  of  lovely 
gleaming  peacock  blue  feathers  ;  the  chin,  forehead  and  a  patch  at  side  of 
neck  are  white,  the  remainder  of  the  under  surface  a  rich  orange-buff.  Iris, 
brown  :  bill  and  legs,  red.    Length,  6  inches. 

hl>i,i;mt  piria.    TINY  KINGFISHER. 
Raiiijc.  West  Africa,  Senegambia  to  Angola  ;  Congo  to  Eijuatorial 

Africa;  North-east  Africa.  (H.L.) 
This,  the  smallest  of  our  Kingfishers,  haunts  thick  bush,  not  by  any 

means  necessarily  close  to  water,  and  feeds  almost  entirely  on  insects,  which 
it  catches  either  on  the  wing  or  on  the  ground.  In  this  country  I  think 
grasshoppers  and  locusts  supply  their  chief  food 

Dearriptioii :  Above,  bright  cobalt-blue  slightly  spotted  with  black, 
quills  brown  bordered  with  blue  ;  crown  black  crossed  by  narrow  dark  blue 
bars  and  with  the  feathers  elongated  to  form  a  distinct  crest.  Forehead, 
lores  and  eyebrows  rufous,  this  colour  being  prolonged  to  form  a  band  round 
the  nai)e  ;  cliin  white:  rest  of  under  surface  dee])  rufous.  Bill  and  feet 
black.    Leng'.h  41  inches. 

Om-  reiniinin,'  Kingasheiv-i  l)elo:igtu  the  ;/,'7//.s  1 1  il  i/nni.  live  represent- 
atives of  which  are  given  in  the  Hand  List  as  ranging  to  Gambia,  and  of  these 

I  know  four,  all  comp.irati vely  large  "  blue  King  i shei's  with  red  beaks.  Three 
of  tliese  are  found  all  along  the  river,  liotli  anion"  the  man<n-oves  near  the 
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mouth  and  highur  u))  wliurc  the  water  is  fresh  and  the  banks  covered  with  the 
ordinary  waterside  vegetation,  while  they  are  also  to  be  met  with  at  nearly 
every  pool  and  swamp.  In  habits  they  resemble  other  Kingfishers,  sitting 
for  hours  motionless  on  a  branch  on  the  look-out  for  fish  and  diving  into  the 
water  for  their  capture.  The  fourth  species  {chelicutensix)  by  no  means 
confined  to  the  neighbourhood  of  water,  but  haunts  the  open  bush  quite 
away  from  the  river  as  well.  The  Mandingo  name  is  Keer-kairr-long,  obvi- 

ously derived  from  their  cry,  which  is  a  long  scolding  rattle,  .something  like 

"  wirra-wirra-wirra  "  very  rapidly  repeated.  Among  the  English  they  are 
commonly  known  as  "  ̂ Mangrove  Kingfishers.'" 

Halei/on  miie,,aJpims.    SENEGAL  KINGFISHER. 
Ratiijc.     West  Africa,  Senegambia  to  Congo  ;    North-east  Africa. 

(ILL.) 
Thi.s,  I  think,  is  the  commonest  of  the  Gambian  members  of  the 

Its  head  and  neck  are  grey,  the  rest  of  the  upper  parts,  including  tail,  blue  ; 
throat  white  ;  chest,  belly,  and  under  tail-coverts  silvery  grey  ;  under  sur- 

face of  tail  black.    Bill :  upper  mandible,  red  ;  lower,  black  ;    feet  black  ; 
iris  grey.    Length  8i  inches. 

H.  se.micaeruleus. 
Rantje.  West  Africa,  Senegambia  to  Angola  ;  North-east  and  East 

Africa.  (H.L.) 
About  the  same  size  as  the  preceding,  l)ut  differing  in  having  rufous 

under  parts  and  a  wholly  red  bill. 

H.  forqmifxx.    BLUE-COLLARED  KINGFISHER. 
Range.    Senegambia.    ( H.L.) 
A  larger  bird.  ID  to  11  inches  in  length,  blue  above  with  black  mantle 

and  wing-coverts  ;  throat  white  :  chest  and  sides  pale  blue  ;  belly  white  ; 
beak  red  shaded  with  black  towards  the  base  ;  legs  yellowish  brown. 

H.  fort  is. 
Range.    Senegambia.    ( H.L.) 
This  bird  I  do  not  know. 
H.  chelicutensin.    STRIPED  KINGFISHER. 
Range.    Tropical  Africa.  (H.L.) 
This  is  a  smaller  and  not  quite  so  brightly  coloured  a  bird  as  the  other 

members  of  the  genus,  from  all  of  which  too  it  is  distinguished  by  the  dark 
streaks  on  its  grey  crown  and  on  its  whitish  belly. 

Deneriptioii.  Head  and  crown  grey  streaked  with  black  ;  a  black  stripe 
runs  through  the  eye  and  is  continued  round  the  nape  to  form  a  black  collar, 
below  which  is  a  broader  light  grey  band  spotted  with  minute  black  spots  : 
mantle  dark  grey  ;  back,  rump  and  upper  tail-coverts  brilliant  cobalt  blue  ; 
tail  duller  blue.  Wings  dark  grey  to  black,  with  a  white  alar  patch  and  with 
most  of  the  flight  feathers  and  some  of  the  coverts  washed  with  blue.  Throat 
white  ;  cheeks,  ear-coverts  and  rest  of  lower  surface  buffy  white  streaked  and 
spotted  with  brown  :  axilliaries  and  under  wing-coverts  white  with  a  black 
patch  in  the  centre  of  the  under  surface  of  the  wing.  Iris  dark  brown  ;  bill, 
upper  mandible  dull  dark  red,  lower  light  red-pink  ;  legs  dull  pink,  darker 
on  anterior  surface.    Length  7  inches. 
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These  Kingfishers  are  found  throughout  the  Gauibia,  but  are  not  oom- 

inoii  anywhere.  'I'hey  are  to  be  met  with,  generally  singly,  near  water  and 
in  (iiiite  ilr}  places  as  well.  They  feed  chieHy  on  insects,  especially  locusts 
and  grasshoppers. 

COLllDAE. 
Culiiiii  iiiarninix.    SENEdAL  COLY. 
Rauije.    North-east  Africa.    Sudan.    Senegambia.    ( 11. L.) 

I  have  never  yet  seen  any  Colies  (the  "Mouse-birds"  of  South  Africa) 
in  this  country.  The  distinguishing  features  of  the  Senegal  Coly  are  the 
presence  of  blue  feathers  on  each  side  of  the  hind-neck  and  the  scarlet 
colour  of  the  bare  eye-patches. 

('i'o  he  continued.) 

My  Cage  Pets  and  how  I  keep  them. 

By  Miss  L.  M.  St.  A.  Wait. 

I  wonder  if  it  would  be  of  any  interest  to  the  amateur 

readers  of  "  2///'^  NoIch'''  to  hear  something  of  my  small  stock  : 
the  Editor  says  he  thinks  it  might.  1  must  first  say  that  I  have 

no  aviai'y  nor  bird-room,  only  some  dozen  cages  in  any  ordinary 
Lonelon  drawing  room,  the  majority  of  which  are  kept  in  a  large 
bow  window  facing  west,  and  as  I  have  another  large  winilow  in 
the  room,  the  bow  window  is  kept  closed,  so  the  birds  get  no 
draught  whatever.  1  should  also  menti(m  that  all  my  cages  are 
open  wire  ones,  if  1  had  box  cages  I  could  not  well  arrange  them 

so  that  1  could  see  the  birtls  and  that  they  should  get  all  the  sun 
and  light  at  the  same  time.  My  soft  bill  birds  are  tame  enough 
to  take  mealworms  from  by  fingers,  so  I  think  that  goes  to  show 
that  the  using  of  the  all  open  wire  ones  does  not  keep  a  bird  wild. 

I  may  just  say  en  passant  that  I  always  have  my  cages  made  for 
me,  as  I  like  two  doors,  one  at  the  bottom  in  front  to  put  their 
bath  in,  and  another  high  up  at  the  side  to  run  the  birds  from  one 
cage  to  another.  The  food  and  water  are  inside.  Now  for  the 

little  inhabitants  of  these  cages  :  They  are  everyone  of  them 
cocks.  I  have  no  room  for  breeding  so  I  never  buy  hens,  besides 
I  like  my  birds  in  single  cages  as  1  think  they  sing  better,  a  great 
point  with  me.  My  biggest  bird  is  a  Shama,  I  believe  a  very 
nice  one,  as  all  his  toes  are  perfect,  rather  a  difficult  thing  to 
obtain.  Then  I  am  very  proud  of  my  Blackcap,  he  is  always  in 
such  perfect  condition,  his  plumage  is  like  silk,  and  he  is  so  tame. 
I  think  my  Redstart  must  be  an  old  bird  as  he  is  not  so  fortunate 
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in  his  pluiauye,  as  lie  is  Kfuerally  so  ronj*!!  looking,  but  lie  is  just 
coming  through  his  moult  and  is  beginning  to  sing  again  nicely. 

I  wonder  if  he  will  continue  it  all  thi'ough  August  and  September 
when  so  few  birds  sing. 

Then  I  have  a  Robin  that  I  bought  out  of  charity,  he  was 

in  a  very  tiny  dirty  cage  ;  and  the  last  of  my  softbills  is  a  Blue- 
throated  Warl)ler,  but  I  do  not  think  these  i)irds  are  really  suit- 

able for  cages,  at  least  such  as  I  can  give  them.  However,  lie 

seems  happy  enough  and  sings  nicely.  All  these  birils  are  fed  on 

"  Cecto,"  Abraham's  prepared  food  with  added  ants'  eggs,  of  which 
they  are  very  fond,  and  a  few  mealworms  each  day,  the  Blackcap 
getting  fresh  fruit  but  none  of  the  others  will  towch  it.  I  ought 

to  say  that  I  give  the  Cecto  dry.  I  am  never  quite  sure  which  is 
the  right  way,  however,  all  my  birds  thrive  on  it.  I  have  also  a 
Linnet  and  Goldfinch  which  are  so  fond  of  their  bath  that  they 
are  generally  on  the  edge  of  it  almost  before  I  have  time  to  put  it 

down.  My  little  Grey-singing  Finch  and  little  Alario  are  great 
favourites,  the  latter  sings  the  whole  time,  his  cage  being  alone, 
as  though  he  enjoyed  it.  One  of  the  handsomest  .birds  I  have  is 

a  St.  Helena  Seed-eater,  at  least  I  believe  him  to  be,  he  is  certain- 
ly not  the  little  African  Green  Singing  Finch,  but  I  am  not  sure 

as  to  his  indentity.  My  latest  purchase,  is  a  Serin  Finch  which 
promises  to  turn  out  well. 

The  White-throatetl  Spermophila  is  tlie  last  of  the  single 
cage  birds.  My  small  collection  consists  of  a  Blue-breasted  Waxbill, 
a  perfect  little  beauty,  two  Orange-breasted  Waxbills,  two  Fire 
Finches  and  an  Orange-cheek  Waxbill.  These  in  addition  to  the 
various  sorts  of  millet  seed  and  canary  seed  always  get  a  little  Cecto 

or  egg  flake  with  a  little  of  Trower's  'Tit  bits  for  finches'  every  day, 
which  they  enjoy  picking  over,  the  majority  of  these  seeds  being 
rather  small  :  of  course  all  the  hard  bills  get  green  food  at  least 

once  a  week.  All  my  cages  are  cleaned  every  day  and  I  never 
give  medicine  :  the  only  thing  my  birds  get  is  a  little  vechey 
water  occasionally,  and  on  rare  occasions  a  few  drops  of  brandy 
in  their  water,  and  1  hardly  ever  lose  a  biiul.  If  only  a  novice 
in  bird  keeping  reads  what  1  have  written  above,  might  1  suggest 

tliat  on  the  whole  the  little  Serins  are  reall\'  about  the  nicest  birds 
to  keep,  they  are  cheap  and  so  very  easy  to  cater  for  :  they  practi- 

cally sing  the  whole  year  round,  a  great  many  of  them  even  when 
moubiiig.    Tliey  are  very  active,  and    altt)gether   sweet  little 
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tiling's,  not  nearly  so  noisy  as  an  ordinary  Canary,  and  very 
tame.  One  wort!  more,  it  is  uliiiost  as  cheap  to  keep  two  little 

birds  as  one.  anil  I  am  quite  sure  they  do  better  if  they  can 

answer  each  other,  and  sing  more  if  there  is  a  little  i-ivalryi 

The  Nest  of  the  Grey-winged  Ouzel. 

By  Douglas  Dt5war,  I.C.S..  F.Z.S. 

As  oui-  admiralile  editor  recently  succeeded  in  breedinji  in 
his  a\iary  a  pair  of  Grey-winyed  Ouzels  {Mcnda  hoiilhoiil),  it  has 
occurred  to  me  that  the  members  of  the  Foreign  Bird  Olul)  might 
be  interested  in  the  breeding  operations  of  the  bird  in  a  state  of 
nature. 

On  several  occasions  this  year  I  have  listened  with  unal- 
loyed pleasure  to  the  sweet  Blackbird-like  song  of  the  Grey- 

winged  Ouzel  at  Xaini  Tal — a  station  in  the  Himalayas  consisting 
of  several  hmidred  bungalows  dotted  (m  the  Avell- wooded  slopes 
that  tower  1,200  feet  above  a  large  mountain  lake  that  is  itself 
U.OOO  feet  above  the  sea  level.  On  the  northern  slope  of  one  of 
the  hills  on  the  north  side  of  the  Naini  Tal  lake  is  a  deep  ravine 

through  which  runs  a  little  stream.  The  sides  of  the  i-avine  are 
covered  with  trees — mainly  rhododendron,  oak,  and  holly. 

On  July  1st,  1910,  I  went  a  thousand  feet  down  this  i-avine 
to  visit  a  nest  of  the  splendid  Spotted  Forktail  {Hemicwns  macula- 
tusj  which  I  had  discovered  a  week  previously.  Having  duly 

inspected  the  blind,  nearly  naked,  newly-hatched  Forktails,  I  went 
further  down  the  stream  to  try  and  see  something  of  a  pair  of 

Red-billed  Blue  Magpies  {Uroclssa  occipitalis) — a  species  closely 
allied  to  the  Yellow-billed  Blue  Magpie  recently  described  by 
Captain  Perreau  in  Bird  Notes. 

The  Magpies  were  not  at  home  that  afternoon,  and  while 
waiting  for  them  I  caught  sight  of  a  Ijird  among  the  foliage  below 
me  of  what  I  at  first  took  to  be  a  Himalayan  Whistling  Thrush 
{yiyiopkoneus  teinminc/iij.  1  followed  the  movements  of  the  bird 

with  my  field  glasses  afnd  saw  it  eventually  alight  on  part  of  the 
gnarled  and  twisted  trunk  of  a  rhodotlentlron  tree.  The  bird  had 

apparently  caught  sight  of  me  and  remained  for  several  minutes 
motionless  on  the  trunk.  His  whole  attitude  was  that  of  a  bird 

who  had  a  nest  to  conceal.  Closer  inspection  showed  that  he  was 

a  cock  Grey-winged  Ouzel.    As  I  continued  watching  him  a  ray 
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of  sunlight  penetrated  thl•ol^gh  the  thick  foliage  and  fell  upon  the 
part  of  the  tree  where  he  was  standing,  and  then  it  was  revealed 

to  ine  that  he  was  on  the  edge  of  a  cunningly  placed  nest. 
The  trunk  of  the  rhododendron  tree  bifurcated  about  20 

feet  above  the  ground,  one  limb  grew  nearly  upright,  the  other 
almost  horizontally  for  a  few  feet  and  then  broke  up  into  five 
branches  or  rather  gave  off  four  upwardly  directed  branches,  each 

as  thick  as  a  man's  wrist,  and  continued  its  once  more  horizontal 
direction  greatly  diminished  in  size. 

The  four  upwardly-growing  branches  took  various  direc- 
tions, each  being  considerably  twisted,  and  one  actually  curling 

round  its  neighbour.  At  the  junction  of  the  various  branches  lay 

the  nest,  resting  on  a  flat  surface  much  as  a  large  shallow  pill-box 

might  rest  in  the  half-closed  palm  of  a  man  whose  fingers  were 
rugged  and  twisted  with  long  years  of  hard  toil. 

The  upper  part  of  the  trunk  was  covered  by  a  thick  growth 
of  green  moss,  and  from  it  two  or  three  ferns  grew  out. 

As  the  exterior  of  the  nest  consisted  entirely  of  green  moss 
it  blended  perfectly  with  its  surroundings.  From  below  it  could 

not  possil:)ly  have  l)epn  seen.  When  I  caiight  sight  of  it  I  was 
standing  above  it  at  tlie  top  of  tlie  ravine,  and  even  there  should 
probably  have  missed  seeing  it,  had  not  that  ray  of  sunlight  fallen 

on  the  nest  and  imparted  a  golden  tint  to  the  fawn-coloured  i^lum- 

age  of  the  nestlings  who  almost  completely  filled  the  nest-cup. 
The  situation  of  this  nest  may  be  said  to  be  typical,  for 

although  cases  are  on  record  of  the  tiursery  of  this  species  being 
found  on  the  ground  at  the  root  of  a  tree,  or  on  ledge  of  a  rock  ; 

I  think  the  great  majority  occur  in  trees.  But  few  Grey-winged 
Ouzels  are  so  fortunate  as  to  find  such  a  site  made  by  nature. 

They  are  often  compelled  to  place  the  nest  on  the  stump  of  a  cut 
tree,  and  in  such  cases  the  shoots  which  spring  up  from  the  stump 
serve  to  hide  the  nest  from  view.  The  nest  is  typically  a  massive 
cup  composed  exteriorly  of  moss  and  lined  with  dry  grass,  and 
between  the  two  comes  a  layer  of  mud.  But  no  two  nests  are 
alike,  sometimes  even  the  layer  of  mud  is  omitted. 

I  did  not  take  down  the  nest  of  which  I  am  writing,  so  do 

not  know  whether  it  displayed  any  peculiar  features.  It  was  cer- 
tainly composed  very  largely  of  moss,  and  what  struck  me  partic- 
ularly was  the  thickness  of  the  walls. 
Let  us  return  to  the  cock  Ouzel  standing  on  the  edge  of  his 
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nest.  He  remained  there  for  fully  five  minutes  witli  one  eye  on 

me  and  then  flew  ofl'.  I  seized  tlu>  opportunity  to  approach 

nearer  the  nest,  and  took  up  a  position  on  tin-  hill  side  level  with 

it  at  a  distance  of  about  14  ft-et. 

In  a  few  minutes  t lie  hen  bird  ajipearcd.  Her  prevailin« 
hue  is  reddish-brown,  while  the  cock  is  black  all  over  save  for 
some  lar^ie  patches  of  tlark  Krey  on  the  win^^s.  In  each  sex  the 

bill  anil  leys  are  reddish-yellow,  the  bill  i)eing  the  more  brightly 

coloured.  Befoi'e  she  had  reached  the  nest  the  hen  caught  sight 
of  me  and  beat  a  hurried  retreat. 

The  young  Ouzels  kept  very  still  in  the  nest,  occasionally 
one  of  them  would  half  raise  its  head  ;  besides  this,  I  could  detect 

scarcely  any  other  movement. 

Presently  the  cock  appeared  with  his  beak  full  of  cater- 
pillars. He  alighted  on  a  branch  a  few  feet  from  the  nest  where 

he  caught  sight  of  me,  but  instead  of  flying  off  as  the  hen  did,  he 
held  his  ground  and  fixed  his  eye  on  me,  no  doubt  swearing 
inwardly  but  no  audible  sound  escaped  him.  He  remained  thus 
for  fully  ten  minutes,  his  legs  and  body  as  immobile  as  a  statue, 
but  he  occasionally  turned  his  head  to  one  side  to  obtain  a  better 
view  of  me,  and  I  could  then  see  outlined  against  the  sky  the 
wriggling  forms  of  several  caterpillars  hanging  from  his  bill.  I 
hoped  he  would  pluck  up  courage  to  feed  his  youngsters  before 

my  eyes.  But  his  heart  failed  him  for  he  presently  flew  to 
another  tree  a  little  farther  away,  where  he  again  contemplated 
me.  After  this  he  kept  changing  his  position,  never  uttering  a 

sound,  and  always  retaining  his  hold  of  his  beak-full  of  cater- 
pillars. Presently  the  hen  returned  with  her  beak  full  of 

caterpillars,  but  she  would  not  come  within  7.0  feet  of  the  nest. 

Suddenly  the  sky  became  overcast,  and  I  saw  that  if  I 

wished  to  arrive  home  di-y  I  must  depart,  but  I  was  sorry  to  leave 
the  birds  as  I  was  departing  from  Naini  Tal  on  the  following  day. 

Before  I  had  reached  home  I  found  myself  enveloped  in 

what  the  Scotch  call  a  "  wet  mist."  At  certain  seasons  of  the  year 
rain  storms  come  up  as  suddenly  in  the  Himalayas  as  they  do  in 
the  Grami)ians. 
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Disappointments  of  Aviculture. 
By  Mrs.  F.  T^xgdon. 

I  see  that,  members  of  Bird  Xntes  are  asked  to  send  accounts 

of  tlieir  successes  and  also  failures.  Well,  I  fear  these  notes  must 
come  under  the  latter  category,  as  I  have  had  no  luck  at  all.  In  the 

spring  I  purchased  a  beautiful  pair  of  Rosella  Parrakeets,  and  put  them 

in  my  large  out-door  aviary.  All  went  vrell.  the  hen  duly  chose  a  large 
log  nest  and  deposited  therein  five  eggs.  She  hatched  out  two,  one  died 
but  the  other  grew  into  a  most  promising  looking  youngster,  and 
emerged  froin  the  log  nest  fully  fledged,  showing  lovely  bits  of  bright 
colour  ;  as  it  could  not  fly  T  put  it  back  again  but  it  refused  to  stay  and 
crawled  about  on  the  ground  ;  being  lovely  weather  and  plenty  of  trees 
for  it  to  get  under,  I  thought  it  would  be  best  for  it  to  use  its  wings  ; 
however,  the  weather  changed,  and  one  cold  day  I  saw  it  did  not  look 

so  well,  pneumonia  set  in  and  soon  carried  it  ofE !  (See  Mr.  Gray's 
rcmarhs  under  Post  Mortem  reports-, —  lul.) 

Red  HEADF.n  Finches. — These  birds  go  to  nest  every  three  weeks  I 
should  say,  l)ut  I  find  they  invariably  smother  their  young  with  feathers, 

and  stamp  tb(>m  to  death  when  tliey  reach  the  age  of  lOdaysorso.  I  never 
interfe>re  with  their  n^sts  till  I  am  absolutely  obliged  to  remove  the  dead 
youngster.  I  give  them  ant  eggs,  cut  up  meal-worms,  soft  food,  but  they 
refuse  to  touch  anything  but  meal-worms.  Thev  are  in  the  same  aviary 
as  the  Rosellas,  which  is  full  of  trees  and  shrubs.  (Less  menl-icorms. 

with  Lice  ants'  eggs  (cocoons)  arid  icell  scoured  gentles  would  probably 
bring  about  more  successful  results — but  this  species  is  noted  as  an  un- 

satisfactory rearer  of  its  young.  —  Ed.) 
GouLDiAN  Finches.—  One  pair  nested  in  a  coco-nut  husk  :  the  hen 

sat  well,  but  at  the  end  of  a  fortnight  I  saw  them  looking  into  another 

husk,  so  I  took  their's  down  and  found  no  eggs  at  all,  and  I  think  the 
cock  must  have  eaten  them,  as  the  next  time  they  went  to  the  nest  I 

caught  him  in  the  very  act  with  one  in  liis  bsak. 
Lavender  Finches.-  -These  dear  little  birds  built  an  enormous  nest 

on  the  top  of  a  box  in  my  bird  room,  but  at  the  end  of  ten  days  or  so 
they  forsook  it.    On  examination,  I  found  4  eggs  which  were  infertile 

Zebra  Finches.  Tiiese  birds,  like  the  Red-headed  Finches,  build 
nest  after  nest  and  usually  build  on  the  top  of  their  young  ones,  rearing 
them  to  a  week  or  10  days  old,  and  then  forsaking  thera. 

Canaries.—  It  has  been  a  fairly  good  year  for  rearing  these,  but  I 
have  lost  a  good  number  of  these  l)irds  from  the  parents  leaving  them 
to  die  when  nearly  fully  fledged,  and  neglecting  to  feed  them.  I 
conclude  these  few  notes  by  saying,  that  in  spite  of  all  disappointments, 

my  birds  give  me  unlimited  interest  and  pleasure. 
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By  Wesley  T.  Page,  F.Z.S.,  etc. 

(Continued  from  page  170). 

('HAPTER  III.— Sub-family  KUPHONIIiE. 

In  connection  with  this  genus  I  propose  dropping  the  designa- 
tion Tanager  altogether,  and  to  follow  Mr-  0.  W.  Beebe,  and  term  them 

Euphonias — i.e.,  Violet  Euphonia,  etc. — this  is  really  the  only  way  by 
which  confusing  duplication  of  the  popular  names  of  the  various 
genera  of  the  TANAGRID.E  can  be  avoided. 

The  whole  of  the  genus  Euphonia  need  careful  nursing  as  new 
arrivals,  but  when  once  established,  are  not  unduly  difficult  to  keep 

fit,  though  it  must  be  admitted  that  they  are  more  susceptible  to  sud- 

den and  unseasonable  weatlier  changes,  than  for  instance,  Callis'ite  and 
Tanmjra  While  quite  capable  of  standing  an  ordinary  English 
summer  out  of  doors,  and  if  placed  in  a  well  sheltered  aviary  in  late 
spring,  some  of  the  species  will  undoubtedly  breed  at  no  distant 
date,  at  least  the  well-known  violacea  lias  already  nested  and  laid 

eggs  in  the  aviaries  of  our  esteemed  members,  W.  E.  Tesclieniakci',  1!. 
Suggitt  ami  A.  Sutcliffe  (these  events  will  be  referred  to  later  when 
dealing  with  tlie  species),  but  I  do  not  consider  them  (it  8ul)jects  for 
atte. opting  to  winter  out  of  doors,  though,  of  course,  if  care  is  only 
exercised,  there  are  many  sunny  and  genial  days,  during  which 
they  could  have  a  two  or  three  hours  exercise  in  any  out  door  flight 
attached  to  their  winter  quarters  ;  this  would  tend  to  their  general 

well-being,  but  in  my  opinion  the  whole  of  the  genus  lutphonia 
shoukl  l)e  kept  strictly  indoors  during  the  raw-and-damp 
cold  days,  which  characterize  at  any  ratea  jjortion  of  an  English  winter, 
and  which  too  often,  alas  !  are  not  unknown  in  tlie  midst  of  sunmier. 

Of  course,  in  making  so  sweeping  an  assertion,  I  am  assuming  that 

the  species  (fully  one  half  of  the  genus),  yet  unknown  to  English  avi- 
culture are  about  on  a  par  constitutionally  with  the  well-known  Violet 

Enphonia. 
Though  this  genus  has  been  known  to  aviculturists  in  t?liis 

country  and  on  the  continent,  almost  as  long  as  any  of  the  Tanafjridce, 
yet  fully  one  half,  or  more,  of  the  species  have  not  yet  been  imported  to 
Great  Britain  as  living  birds. 

Their  pleasing  qualities  are  almost  numerous — beauty  of 
plumage,  fair  capacity  of  song,  an  inclination  to  reproduce  theii-  kind, 
if  given  suitable  quarters,  i.e.,  a  natural  aviary,  and  a  confidence  in 
and  ready  recognition  of  those  who  attend  to  their  wants. 
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The  necessary  diet  has  already  been  given  (vide  pp.  137  8)  and 
the  additional  requirements  of  new  arrivals  will  be  found  on  p.  163. 

With  these  preliminary  remarks  it  will  only  be  necessary  to 
describe  the  various  species,  and  quote  such  notes  of  their  wild  and 

aviary  life  as  may  be  accessible 

SECTION  I. — The  Yellow-fronted  Euphonia  {E.  musicn). 

Description  (mdle) :  Upper  surface  rich  purplish-black ;  fore- 
head bright  yellow,  with  a  narrow  border  of  black,  wliich  separates  it 

from  tlie  cap  of  rich  blue  ;  rump,  upper  tail-coverts  and  under  surface 
of  Iwdy  rich  orange-yellow  ;  throat  lustrous  black  ;  inner  margins  of 
wing-feathers  white  ;  bill,  legs  and  feet  black.  Total  length  4f  inches, 
tail  1^  inches. 

The  female  is  olive-green,  with  the  under  surface  of  body 

lighter  and  washed  with  yellowish  ;  cap  blue  ;  forehead-yellowish. 
This  species  has  not  yet  been  imported  to  this  country  alive, 

but  it  has  been  exhibited  at  the  Amsterdam  Zoo. 

Yellow-bellied  Euphonia  (£7  insignis).  This  species  is  a  native 
of  Ecuador,  and  is  very  similar  to  E.  musica  ;  however  it  is  easily  dis- 

tinguished therefi-om  by  its  slightly  large  size,  narrower  frontal  band, 
which  is  also  tinged  with  chestnut,  and  the  almost  entire  absence 

of  the  purplish  gloss  on  the  plumage  of  the  upper  surface — in  very 
strong  and  bright  lights,  at  a  certain  angle,  a  faint  purplish  tinge  is 
discernable — and  the  black  upper  tail-coverts.  It  is  very  rare  and  I 
have  never  seen,  even  the  skin  of  the  female,  which  I  believe  has  not 

been  described — however  there  is  little  doubt  but  that  it  would  closely 
resemble  the  female  of  E.  musiea  viz.,  the  prevailing  hue  olive-green, 
the  under  surface  lighter  and  marked  with  yellowish. 

Sclater's  Euphonia  [E.  sdateri).  A  native  of  Porto  Rico,  very 
similar  to  the  two  preceding  species,  but  may  be  readily  distinguished 

thereirom  by  the  absence  of  the  black-threat.  It  is  rare  and  at  present 
I  believe  is  only  known  from  skins,  and  even  these  are  not  numerous 
— it  is  quite  possible  however,  some  of  these  rarer  species  may  have 

leaked  tlirough  and  been  confounded  with  well-known  species,  for  with 
many  of  them,  unless  compared  with  authoritative  skins,  identification 
is  a  rather  difficult  problem. 

Adult  Male  :  Upper  surface  black,  strongly  suffused  with  pur- 

plish ;  rap  bright  blue  ;  forehead,  rump  and  under  surface  of  body 
orange-vellow  ;  the  forehead  is  separated  from  the  cap  by  a  narrow 
black  band  ;  bill,  legs,  and  feet  black.  Total  length  4  2  inches, 

tail  If. 
Female  :  Upper  surface  olive-green  ;  rump  lighter  olive  green  ; 
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under  surface  of  body  olive-green,  strongl}'  suffused  (comparatively) 
with  yellowish  ;  cap  l)lue  ;  forehead  reddish  ;  bill,  legs  and  feet  black. 

l^LAOK-NT.CKF.r)  EuPHOMA  (E  ni gricolUs) .  A  brilliant,  and  beauti- 
ful species,  which  is  known  to  British  aviculture,  several  specimens 

have  reached  the  London  Zoological  Gardens,  through  the  generosity 
of  Captain  Pain,  from  one  of  which  my  description  is  taken;  it  had 
however  appeared  previously,  as  long  ago  as  1866,  but  it  is  still  quite 
rare.  According  to  the  catalogue  of  the  British  Museum  they  have  a 

fairly  wide  range — ■"'  South  America  from  Columbia  to  Paraguay  and 
Central  Peru.  Specimens  from  Western  Ecuador  fsub  species  p('/2'e/.?ii, 
V.  Berlepsch)  are  of  a  paler,  less  orange,  yellow  on  the  rump  and 

below  "  I  am  taking  no  note  of  this  sub  species  as  I  do  not  consider  it 
sufficiently  distinct. 

In  its  cage  at  the  Zoo  this  species  was  very  attractive,  feai-less, 
vivacious,  of  very  handsome  plumage,  and  its  note  very  pleasing. 

Adult  male  :  Upper  surface,  very  rich  purplish-black  ;  forehead, 
throat  and  sides  of  the  head  black  ;  cap  and  nape  bright  blue  ;  rump, 

and  under  surface  of  body,  orange-yellow  ;  inner  margins  of  wing- 
feathers,  pale  grey  ;  bill,  blackish  ;  legs  and  feet,  brownish.  Total 
length,  4i  inches,  tail  1|. 

Female  :  Upper  surface,  olive-green  ;  rump,  lighter  olive-green  ; 
forehead  chestnut,  separated  from  the  blue  cap  by  a  narrower  band 

of  black  ;  under  surface,  olive-green,  strongly  suffused  with  yellowish 
which  is  most  pronounced  in  the  centre  of  abdomen  ;  bill,  legs  and 
feet,  as  male. 

Chestout-fronted  Euphonia  (E.  elegantissima).  A  beautiful 
and  distinct  species,  of  which  I  have  not  seen  a  living  specimen.  It 
ranges  over  Southern  and  Central  America,  extending  to  Panama. 

Russ  records  the  species  (on  the  authority  of  A.  von  Frantzius) 
as  occuring  abundantly  near  San  Jose  in  Costa  Pica,  where  the  Ijirds 

are  caught  and  caged,  mostly  for  sake  of  their  song  — they  are  found  in 
clear  spaces  and  upon  withered  trees,  and  were  found  to  iced  upon  the 
fruit  of  a  parasitical  plant,  very  similar  to  mistletoe. 

This  species  has  been  imported  to  the  continent ;  both  A.  E. 
Hrehm  and  the  late  Dr.  Russ  have  possessed  living  specimens,  but  I  can- 

not trace  any  as  having  reached  this  country. 

Adult  male  .  Upper  surface,  lustrous  purplish-black  ;  frontal 
band  (narrow)  rich  dark  chestnut,  separated  from  the  blue  cap  by  a 
black  line  ;  cap  and  nape,  bright  blue  ;  throat  black  ;  under  surface 

of  body,  ruddy-orange ;  inner  margins  of  wing-feathers,  white  ;  bill, 
black  ;  legs  and  feet  brownish.    Total  length,  4|  inches,  tail,  1|. 
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Female  :  Upper  surface,  olive-green  ;  forehead,  chef3tnut  ;  cap, 
blue;  under  surface,  yellowish  olive-green,  more  distinctly  yellowish 
in  the  centre  of  the  abdomen  ;  throat,  reddish. 

Gold-fronted  Euphonia  {E.  flnvifrous).  The  male  of  this  species 
is  somewhat  similar  to  the  females  of  the  preceding  species,  especially 
selateri,  but  the  colours  are  brighter  and  more  lustrous,  the  yellow 
areas  especially  being  larger  and  more  pronounced  in  hue,  also  the 

olive-greens  are  richer  and  more  glossy  than  is  the  case  with  any 
female  Euphonia. 

Two  specimens  of  this  species  were  presented  to  the  London 
Zoo  in  1889,  but  I  cannot  trace  any  other  importations  of  living 
specimens. 

Adult  male  :  General  body  colouring,  rich  olive-green  ;  darker 
and  richer  on  the  upper  surface  ;  rump,  yellowish  olive-green  ;  fore- 

head, rich  yellow,  separated  from  tlie  blue  cap  by  a  narrow  black  band  ; 
cap  and  nape,  blue  ;  throat,  yellowish  ;  sides  of  the  head  dark  olive 

green  ;  bill,  blackish-brown  colour  ;  legs  and  feet  brownish,  Total 
length  4j  inches,  tail  If. 

Female  :  Very  similar  to  the  male,  but  paler  and  greyer  in  hue. 
{To  be  continued.) 

Book  Notices  and  Reviews. 

Canaries,  Hybrids  and  Britisti  Birds  in  Cage  and  Aviary :— Cassell  and  Co. 
In  monthly  parts,  7d.  net. 

Part  IV. — Well  sustains  the  practical  nature  of  the  earlier  parts.  The 
chapter  on  nests  and  appliances  is  completed.  It  also  contains  chapters  on  in- 

door and  out-door  aviaries,  and  the  commencement  of  a  chapter  entitled  : — 

"The  egg  and  development  of  the  young  bird,"  It  is  illustrated  by  some 
well  chosen  and  excellently  reproduced  photos  of  in-door  and  out-door 
aviaries  and  diagramatic  figures  of  constructive  parts  in  the  text.  The 
frontispiece  is  a  coloured  plate  of  Canaries,  figuring  Three-jiointed  Buif, 
Clear  yellow.  Yellow-green  and  evenly  Cinnamon-marked-yellow.  Part  V.— 
The  chapter  on  "  The  Egg  and  Development  of  the  Young  Bird  "  is  com- 

pleted ;  it  also  contains  a  chapter  on  "Pairing  and  Sitting,"  and  the 
commencement  of  one  on  "  Hatching  and  Rearing."  The  half-tone  and  line 
illustrations  in  the  text  are  both  numerous  and  excellent,  also  a  good  col- 

oured plate  of  British  Birds,  figuring  Song  Thrush,  Blackbird,  and  Waswing. 
In  every  respect  these  i)arts  are  etpial  to  their  predecessors. 
The  Disinfection  of  Bird  Rooms  and  Cages,  -by  G.  Yates.  M.R.C.V.S.^ 

Published  by  F.  Carl,  \i>4  Fleet  Street,  London,  E.C.    2id,  post  free. 
A  most  interesting  and  useful  booklet,  very  comjirehensive.  concise 

and  practical — its  arrangement  is  as  follows  : — The  value  of  disinfectants- 
Prior  to  disinfecting  building,  cages,  etc.— Some  relative  values  of  disin- 
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fectiints— Physical  di-siiifcctioii  or  disinfection  by  heat— Routine  of  disin- 
fection -  When  is  disinfection  complete  -  Importance  of  a  Quarantine  Period. 

Wo  can  thoroutfhly  reccommend  this  little  treatise  to  our  readers. 

Ailing  Cage  Birds,    by  F.  Carl,  154  Fleet  Street,  London,  E.C.,  '^id-  post free. 
Interestiuii,  simple  and  concise  ;  a  useful  little  manual,  consisting  of 

a  number  of  simple  remedies,  for  the  more  common  and  treatable  remedies 
of  cige  birds,  and  should  prove  a  useful  guide  for  the  bird-room. 

Other  useful  works  tor  the  Ornithologist  aie  : 

The  Birds  of  Dumfriessliire.    i)y  H.  S,  (Gladstone,  £1  Is.  net 

A  Monograpll  of  the  Petrels,  with  one  hundred  h.ind-colonred  plates,  com- 

plete.        l.")s.    Witherby  and  Co..  ;V2Ck  High  Holboin.  London. 
The  British  Warblers.  A  History  with  "  Problems  of  their  Lives  "  by  H. 

Eliot  Howard.  F.Z..S.,  JI.B.O.U..  Pait  IV.,  with  coloured  and  photo- 
gravure plates  "ils.  net,  per  part.  R.  H.  Porter,  Princes  Street,  Caven- 

dish Square,  London. 

Indian  Birds.  -A  key  to  the  Common  Birds  of  the  Plains  of  India.  By 
I )<>ugl,is  Dewar,  I.C.S.,  etc.,  Ijondon.  lyuit.  John  Lane,  Bodley  Head, 
(is.  net. 

This  only  came  to  hand  just  as  we  were  going  to  press  ;  it  is  original, 
practical,  and  interesting  ;  it  should  be  on  the  bookshelf  of  all  interested  in 
Indian  Bird-life.    ^1  detailed  rerieir  trill  he  ;/ire/i  in  our  next  ixstie. 

Editorial. 

Nesting  Notes  :  Brfedin^  results  are  a  little  better,  but 

iu)i  numy  definite  results  have  been  sent  in  : — 
Jacarini  Finches  iVolatinia  jacarini)  -.  Our  esteemed 

member  Mr.  R.  Sug^itt  has  succeeded  in  breeding  this  species,  and 

two  strong  young  birds  are  on  the  wing  in  his  out-door  aviary  at 
Cleethorpes.  This  is  the  first  time  this  species  has  been  bred  in 
Great  Britain,  of  which  we  shall  hope  to  have  an  account  in  our 

next  issue,  and  consequently  Mr.  Suggitt  is  entitled  to  the  Club's 
medal  by  his  success.  The  female  parent  was  imported  by  our 
esteemed  member  Mr.  E.  W.  Harper,  and  until  comparatively 

recently  was  the  only  iemaie  iii  tiiis  country,  now  some  half- 
dozen  specimens  are  distributed  among  various  aviculturists,  and 
the  Zoo  I  think  now  possess  one  specimen. 

Tanagbrs  :  Several  interesting  records  may  be  given  re 
this  beautiful  family,  indicating  to  the  optimist  at  any  rate  that 
several  species  may  be  successfully  reared  in  the  near  future. 
First  and  foremost  I  must  record  the  very  nearly  successful  breed- 

ing of  the  Blue  Tanager  by  our  esteemed  member  Mr.  A.  Sutclilfe 
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in  his  out-door  aviary  at  Grimsby,  who  hail  a  brood  of  two 
reared  till  they  were  fully  fledged,  and  within  a  day  or  two  of 
leaving  the  nest,  when  the  parent  birds  for  some  reason  stopped 
feeding  and  went  to  nest  again.  Mr.  Sutcliffe  sent  me  one  of  the 
young  birds,  which  unfortunately  was  quite  high  when  it  reached 
me  and  I  could  not  have  it  preserved,  but  by  taking  it  out  of 

doors  I  was  able  to  get  the  following  description  :  Well  devel- 
oped and  feathered,  upper  surface  blue,  duller  and  greener  than 

that  of  the  adult  bird,  the  dark  areas  of  the  wing  browner  than  in 

the  adult  :  down  mouse-brown  ;  under  surface  pale  whitish-blue 

 entirely  lacking  the  lustre  of  the  adult.    Our  member's 
disappointment  must  have  been  very  keen,  to  fail  after  coming  so 
near  success.  We  certainly  hope  that  complete  success  will  be 
attained  at  the  second  attempt,  and  that  Mr.  Sutcliffe  will  send  a 

detailed  account  for  publication  in  "  B.X."  of  this  interesting 
occurrence. 

Our  esteemed  member  the  Hon.  Mrs.  McLaren  Morrison 

informs  me  that  her  Archbishop  Tanager,  kept  in  a  cage  indoors, 
has  laid  an  egg,  but  has  made  no  attempt  at  incubation  ;  she 

rightly  considers  this  a  rather  uncommon  occurrence.  Mrs.  Mor- 
rison has  also  recently  acquired  a  specimen  of  the  very  rare 

Short-tailed  Parrot  (P.  hrddnjuru.^). 

Our  esteemed  member  Captain  .1.  S.  Keeve  has  reared  a 

hybrid  Cape  Canary  x  Canary,  17  eggs  in  all  were  laid,  only  one 

of  which  was  fei-tile.  He  also  has  a  l)rood  of  St.  Helena  Wax- 
bills  all  but  ready  to  leave  the  nest  :  they  are  being  reared  on 

ants'  cocoons  and  a  few  gentles. 
At  the  Zoo,  a  pair  of  Blue-winged  Tanagers  (Calliste 

cyanoptera)  have  built  a  nest  in  a  box  tree,  in  one  of  the  Bird  of 
Paradise  flights  and  are  steadily  incubating  three  eggs,  but  the 
result,  which  we  hope  will  be  successful,  was  not  known  at  time 

of  penning  these  notes. 
Finches  and  Cardinals  :  Our  esteemed  member  Dr. 

Easton  Scott  is  meeting  with  a  fair  measure  of  success  in  his  new 

and  roomy  natural  out-door  aviary.  So  far  the  following  species 
have  young  either  on  the  wing  or  about  to  leave  the  nest  :  Green 
Cardinals  (1),  again  incubating  a  clutch  of  four  eggs  :  Cuban 

Finches  (3)  ;  Long-tailed  Grassfinches  (3)  ;  Masked  Grassfinches 

(3)  ;  Silverbill  x  Olive  Finch  Hybrids  (4) — this  latter  success  will 

entitle  Dr.  E.  Scott  to  the  Club  medal.     He  remarks  :  "  The  soft 
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food  mixture  with  plenty  of  ants'  e«K«  seem  to  suit  the  youn« 
binls  well  l)ut  of  course  tliey  txet  a  lot  of  insects  in  the  big  fiiKht." 
We  shall  hope  tor  an  article  from  his  p(;n  in  a  neai- issue. 

Hybrid  Red-crkstbd  x  (4i!kbn  Cardinal  :  Dr.  Andrew 

Walker  inl'orins  nie  that  a  young  hybrid  was  reared  in  his  aviaries 
last  snnnner  and  is  still  living.  A  detailed  record  will  be  pub- 

lisl\('<l  in  oui-  next  issue  from  Dr.  Walker's  i)en. 
Hybrid  Parrakeet — King  x  Crimson-wing  :  Our 

esteemed  mend)er  Mr.  J.  Frostick  kindly  sent  me  a  young  bird 

(too  far  gone  for  preservation,  alas  !)  one  of  three  hatched  and  fed 

well  for  three  weeks,  then  stopped — the  other  two  were  fortun- 
ately discovered  in  time  and  are  being  hand  reared.  The  young 

birtl  was  practically  full  grown  and  was  a  mass  of  down  and  pen 
feathers,  the  latter  were  just  bursting,  with  the  quills  about  half 

developed — the  colouration  of  the  head  and  neck  I  ascertained  by 

opening  the  pen  feathers  ;  upp*^'"  surface  dark  grass-green  ;  lower 
back  and  rump  yellowish-green  with  faint  red  tips  to  most  of  the 

featliei-s  :  wing  feathers  as  back,  but  mostly  tipped  with  yellow 
and  blotched  with  red  in  centre  of  tip  ;  tail  dark  grass-green,  with 
broad  red  tips  ;  under  surface  grass-green,  with  the  feathers  of 
tilt,  al^ilomen  broadly  tipped  with  red,  some  red  for  three  parts 

their  length  ;  beak  yellowish-horn  colour  ;  legs  and  feet  light 
bluish-grey.  In  this  instance  too  I  had  to  take  my  notes  out  of 
doors  ! 

Hybrid  Bulbuls  :  Just  on  going  to  press  our  esteemed 

member  Mr.  W.  T.  Rogers  informs  me  that  a  pair  of  Red-cheeked 
X  Syrian  Bulbuls  have  hatched  out  three  promising  youngsters, 
and  that  up  to  the  present  they  were  being  well  fed. 

SWAINSON  Lorikeets  :  Our  esteemed  member  Miss 

Rosa  C.  Little  has  again  met  with  success  with  this  species — one 
young  bird  of  this  year  is  on  the  wing  and  independent  of  its 

parents,  who  are  again  busily  en'.;:vr;(^  1  in  the  duties  of  incubation. 

Zoo  Nesting  Notes  :  In  addition  to  the  Blue- winged 
Tanager  already  noticed,  the  following  have  reared  young  as 

under  : — Number  reared 

Variegated  Sheldrakes  {Tadorna  variegata) 
Upland  Goose  (Chluephaga  itiageUanica).... 
Common  Sheldrakes   {T.  cornuta)  
Ruddy  Sheldrakes  ( T.  casarca)  

nine 
two 

one SIX 
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Xiiiiiher  reiired. 

Widjreon  {Marecapenelope)  six 

Chestnut-breasted  Teal  {Nettintit  casta ncuiii)  five 

Brush  Bronze-winged  Pigeons  {P/iaps  elegaiis)  two 
Crested  Pigeons  {OcypJiaps  lophotes)   four 

Reeves"  Pheasants  {Phasiaiuts  reriwsi)  nine 
Elliots'       „         (P.  elliuti)  six 
Amhersts'  „         (P.  amherstice)   two 
Silver  „  (_Ei//>/'>''a/nus  ii  i/ct/ionefu.s)  ...thirteen 
Peacock      ,,         [Ful yplcci fon  chliiquis)  one 

Hybrid  Snow  Goose,  one  (bred  from  hybi'ids  between 
Chen  caei-ulescens  X  (J.  nivalis) 

Hybrid  Yellow-billed  Ducks  {Atias    unduluta.   x  .-1. ohscura). 

In  addition  on  the  occasion  of  recent  visits  the  following 
were  either  engaged  in  incubation  or  rearing  young  :  Australian 

Rails  and  Reeves  ;  Red-shouldered  Starling  anil  American  Robin 

— the  results  are  not  known  at  time  of  penning  these  notes. 
Most  bird  lovers  will  be  glad  to  hear  that  the  cages  in  the 

"  Small  Bird  House  "  are  being  removed  and  their  place  being 
taken  by  three  roomy  fliglits.  There  will  be  some  who  will  dis- 

agree with  the  above  remarks,  because  of  the  difficulty  of  identi- 
fying small  l)irds  in  a  collective  group — I  fear  si;ch  must  do  the 

same  as  myself,  manage  to  identify  the  birds  by  spending  a  little 

more  time  in  ol)servation- — in  spite  of  this  difficulty,  I  at  any  rate, 
was  glad  to  note  the  removal  of  all  that  mahogany  and  polish  I 

The  Magazine  :  with  this  issue  is  enclosed  a  revised 

leaflet  "  Objects  of  the  Club."  Each  member  is  urged  to  pass  this 
on  to  some  friend  who  is  interested  in  birds  with  an  invitation  to 

become  a  member  of  the  club.  A  further  supply  can  be  obtained 

by  application  to  our  esteemed  Hon.  Btisiness  Secretary.  Enclos- 
ing this  circular  with  all  applications  for  birds,  from  people  outside 

the  Society,  is  a  fruitful  source  of  obtaining  new  members  and  I 
trust  all  will  help  in  this  manner. 

HornbillS :  The  fine  series  of  photographs  illustrating 

Dr.  Hopkinson's  notes  of  these  interesting  birds  in  his  article  on 
"  Birds  of  Gaml)ia  "  were  taken  by  our  esteemed  Hon.  Bus.  Sec, 
Mr.  H.  Willford,  from  living  specimens  at  the  Zoo.  Mr.  Willford 
kindly  brought  up  his  camera  specially  for  the  occasion  and  we 
are  much  indebted  to  him  for  the  fine  series  which  appeared  in 
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July  issue  "  B.N."  The  i)r()ol's  of  the  plates  ouly  caiiu-  to  huiid  at 
the  last  moment,  and  in  the  rush  any  note  as  to  their  source  was 

omitted  lintli  iVoni  title  and  text,  which  we  much  reyret. 

Club  Medals  :  The  following  are  entitled  to  meilals  for 

brei'din^  a  species  ()!■  Iiylirid  for  the  tii'st  time  in  fireat  Britain, 

providing  an  account  of  theii'  success  is  sent  in  for  publication  in 
the  Mai^azine  : — 

For  Species. 

H.  Willford — Painted  Finch  {Knihh-iiKi  i)irt<i) 
H.  Willford  — Dusky  Finch  [Pltoniixtra  himlor) 
H.  Suiiuitt — .Jacarini  Fincli  [Voldt  i  n  ia  jtirari  ai) 

K.  .1.  Ih-ook — Stella's  Lory  [Cha riiioxijini  slrlhi') 
For  Hyl)rids. 

Lady  K.  1).  Pennant — 1  Cape  x  Yellow  Spari-ow  (/■'.  a/fnati(s 
X  P.  llltCKx) 

Mark  Aronstein — O  ̂ ;iskins  [C.  ictfrica  x  ( ',  sjiiini^;) 
Dr.  Antlrew  Walker — 1  R.C.  x  Green  Cardinal  (P.  ciirnllata 

X  6r.  cristat(i) 
Dr.  Eastou  Scott — 4  Silveriiill  x  Olive  Finch  (.A.  rtnit<iHs  x 

1'.  lepida) 

The  above  medals  are  awarded  subject  to  a  detailed  ac- 
count l)einji  sent  in  for  publication  in  the  Magazine,  where 

such  has  not  already  appeared.  Tlie  medals  will  be  distril)uted 

at  the  end  of  the  breeding  season,  so  that  ihey  may  be  ])ro- 
cured  and  engravetl  under  one  transaction. 

BRITISH  BIRDS. 

Our  Native  Birds  :  The  nest  in  the  illustration  (see  plate  on 
p.  204)  is  that  of  the  Willow  Wren,  and  was  found  in  the  grass  by 
the  roadside  near  Efhngham. 

One  day  last  May  I  had  a  pleasant  ramble,  with  the  members 
of  the  National  British  Bird  and  Mule  Club.  Turning  from  Cobham 
we  walked  through  some  lovely  country,  keeping  for  some  time  close 
to  the  river  ;  the  bird  life  we  saw  was  both  numerous  and  interesting, 
over  fifty  different  species  being  noted  during  the  course  of  the  day. 

After  lunch  at  Effingham  we  walked  across  common  and 
meadow  land  to  Horseley  where  we  finished  up  with  a  tea.  Perhaps 

the  most  notable  nest  we  saw  was  a  Moor-hen'a  with  eggs  in  it. 
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Willow  Wrens*  containing  seven  eggs  (we  should  never  have  found 
this  nest  but  for  the  little  hen  Bying  up  from  our  feet,  to  save  herself 
from  being  trodden  on;.  The  nest  was  tucked  away  under  a  tuft  of 
grass,  a  little  of  which  had  to  be  cleared  away  to  enable  me  to  photograph 

it ;  a  Tree  Creeper's  nest,  with  two  young  almost  ready  to  fly  was  found 
in  a  crevase  in  the  woodworls  of  the  summer  house  where  we  had 

lunch,  a  Chiff  Chaff's  nest  with  eggs  was  found  in  a  hedge  bank  off 
the  high  road,  and  many  nests  of  Blackbirds,  Thrushes,  Linnets,  and 
(Chaffinches.  On  walking  across  the  Common  we  disturbed  a  Snipe, 
and,  on  searching  round  we  found  she  had  been  sitting  on  four 
eggs;  there  was  no  nest,  just  an  indentation  in  the  grass  ;  the  eggs 

were  similiar  to  the  Plover's  but  smaller,  and  were  arranged  in 
the  nest  with  all  the  pointed  ends  together.  A  Lapwing  was  fly- 

ing about  over  our  heads  uttering  piotesting  cries,  and,  was 

presently  joined  by  another,  evidently  its  mate,  but  although  w^ 

searclied  diligently  we  could  not  find  the  nest ;  a  Hedge  Sparrow's 
nest  with  a  cuckoo's  egg  in  it  was  seen,  but  one  of  the  prettiest 
sights  met  witli  during  our  ramble  was  a  Chafiinch,  that  had  built 
her  nest  in  a  projection  on  the  bare  trunk  of  a  large  tree  about  ten 
feet  from  the  ground.  She  continued  sitting  steadily  while  we 
gathered  round  to  have  a  look,  but  when  one  or  two  of  us  presented 
cameras  off  she  flew  ;  this  was  too  much. 

Several  families  of  Long-tailed  Tits  were  seen  sporting  about 
the  trees  overhanging  the  river.  Nightingales  were  both  seen  and 
heard,  also  a  Goldfinch  and  Bullfinch. 

Much  interest  was  caused  by  the  discovery  of  an  almost  White 

Sparrow  on  the  out-buildings  of  a  farm.  The  farmer  stated  it  had 
been  there  this  last  two  years.  The  weather  being  perfect  the  whole 
day,  we  had  a  most  enjoyable  and  interesting  time. 

T.  MILLICR,  F.Z.S. 

Tlie  above  notes  should  have  accompanied  the  plate  in  last  issue, 
hut  ivere  mislaid  during  the  Editor  s  migration. 

Haunts  of  our  Feathered  Friends. 

The  Hon.  Mrs.  Somerset  Ward. 

Probably  wherever  there  is  a  piece  of  water  in  this  country 

whether  large  or  small,  he  brisk  neat  little  "  Moor-hen,"  called  by 
ornithologists  the  Gallinule  or  Little  Fowl  (the  terms  Moor-cock  and 
Moor-fowl  being  usually  applied  to  the  Ptarmigan),  is  to  be  found 

*  See  plate  page  204. 
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hiding  among  the  reeds  and  'lerbage  growing  on  its  margin  ;  building 
its  nest  on  the  roots  of  low  branches  of  submerged  trees.  Tliere  are 

several  of  this  species  of  Water-fowl  on  the  siDall  lake  in  these  grounds, 
Carrowdorr  Castle,  Donaghadee,  Co.  Down,  and  it  is  always  a  pleasure 

and  interest  to  watch  tlieir  sharp,  quick  movements  as  they  suddenly  ap- 
pear from  their  hiding  places,  and  prepare  to  sail  across  the  smooth 

water,  will)  the  two  white  tail  feathers  twisted  and  very  conspicuous, 
intended  it  is  saiti,  to  act  as  signals  to  tlieir  young  ones  and  guide  and 
direct  their  movements.  Tlie  reflection  of  tlie  swimmer  in  the  clear 
water  beneath,  marking  the  contrast  between  the  dark  plumage  and  the 
two  white  feathers  above  and  l)elcnv  the  surface  has  a  curious  effect 

being  very  clearly  defined  as  seen  on  a  calm  summer's  evening,  when 
the  sha(h)vvs  begin  to  fall  across  the  water.  The  young  ones,  some 
half  grown,  some  only  a  few  days  old,  and  covered  with  soft  down, 
seem  quite  satisfied  to  be  left  alone  for  a  time,  picking  up  insects  and 
running  about  on  the  nmd  among  the  rushes,  till  the  mother  bird 
comes  in  sight  again,  when  they  swim  out  a  very  short  distance  to  meet 

and  return  with  her  to  land.  These  "  Little  Fowl"  are  easily  tamed 
and  run  readily  to  receive  tlie  crumbs  of  bread  thnnvii  to  them  from 

a  boat  witliout  showing  aii.\  fear  from  it  and  its  occupants'  proximity  to 
their  play  ground.  Sea-gulls  are  often  seen  swiimring  on  the 
lake,  and  Herons  constantly  flap  lazily  down  to  its  edge,  and 
sit  for  hours  fishing,  thougli  eels  are  the  only  fish  that  have  been 

found  in  its  waters-  a  Swan  and  Goose  are  the  only  residents  besides 

the  "  Little  Fowl."  Though  mates  have  been  provided  for  them  at 
different  times  they  have  always  disappeared,  as  well  as  the  several  kinds 
of  ducks,  which  have  been  placed  there  during  the  last  six  years.  The 
Swan  has  been  most  useful  in  keeping  the  water  free  from  a  weed, 
which  at  one  time  threatened  to  overrun  it.  Traces  of  otters  have  been 

observed,  and  a  dead  one  was  picked  up  close  to  the  lake,  three  or 
four  years  ago  and  now  figures  as  a  handsome  specimen  in  a  glass 
case.  With  the  return  of  human  inhabitants  they  are  no  longer  to  be 
seen.  Hawks  (Kestrels)  happily  survive,  but  the  pair  that  used  to 
bring  up  their  young  on  one  of  the  ivieil  turrets  of  the  dwelling  house, 
have  now  betaken  themselves  to  some  fir-trees  at  the  farthest  end  of 
the  lake,  where  they  nest  every  spring.  Formerly  they  came  close  to 

the  house,  one  perched  on  the  back  of  a  garden  seat  where  it  stayed 

some  time  dressing  itself  in  the  sunshine  and  then  flew  slowly  on  t^ 

the  grass  apparently  looking  for  insects ;  unfortunately  a  window 

was  suddenly  opened  and  frightened  it  away,  never  to  re-appear  in 
this  delightfully  confiding  and  familiar  manner. 
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The  Nesting  Hole  of  a  Pair  of  Nuthatclies. 
The  liole 

in  which 

tlie  nest  is 

placed  is 
only  about 
1<S  inches 

from  the 
l)ase  of  the 

tree,  an  oak 
standing  in 
a  wood. 

T  he  e  n  - trance  hole, 

p last e red vonnd  with 

mud  in  the 
usual  way, 

stands 
about  two 
feet  from 

the  bottom 
of  the  tree. 

When  the 

photograph 

was  taken 
(May  23rd,  1910)  the  young  were  half  fledged.  The  owner  of  the 
wood  told  me  that  the  birds  have  used  the  same  site  for  several 

years.  H.  L.  SICH. 

Birds  of  a  Garden  :  it  is  frequently  said,  and  correctly 

so,  that  flrst  impressions  are  usually  rosy  ones — most  certainly 
the  first  impression  of  the  bird  life  of  my  Mitcham  garden  have 

been  very  interesting  ones  ;  during  the  exceedingly  brief  intervals 
I  have  l)een  able  to  devote  to  observation— but,  awful  as  it  may 

sound  to  some,  here  in  Suri-ey,  a  county  in  which  the  birds  are 
protected  all  the  year  round,  I  fear  some  species  will  have  to  be 
treated  as  vermin,  if  I  expect  to  have  any  fruit  to  gather!  I  only 
purpose  remarking  in  this  l>rief  note  that  I  have  already  observed 
being  fed  in  the  garden,  broods  of  :   Willow  Wren,  Chaffinches, 
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Robins,  Starlings,  Thrushes,  Blackbirds,  and  Blue  Tits,  whik'  I 
have  also  seen  individuals  of  :  Owl  (Barn  1  think),  Lonf?-tailed 
Tit,  Goldfinch,  Greenfinch,  and  Linnet,  while  on  Sunday  afternoon 
last  (July  31st)  a  younj^  Cuckoo  disported  itself  about  the  fences 
around  the  lawn.  Three  weeks  a^o  I  heard  but  did  not  see  our 

"  Queen  of  Songsters  "  the  Nightingale  (possibly  a  captive  bird).  I 
have  only  at  present  discovered  two  nests,*  but  that  there  are,  or 
have  been  many  others,  in  some  vei'y  tall  Lombard y  Poplars  l)or- 

dering  the  lawn,  my  ears  have  assured  me.  Furthei-  notes  must 
however  be  left  till  I  have  had  a  more  extended  ac(iuaintance 

with  the  wild  life  of  my  garden.  W.T.P. 

Correspondence. 

HOMING   BLACK-FACED  LOVEBIRD. 
Sir. — The  following  particulars  1  think  might  interest  some  of  our 

members.  On  January  9th,  1909,  T  purchased  a  pair  of  this  species  from  our 
esteemed  member,  Mr.  Millsum.  During  the  time  T  have  kept  them,  they 
have  apparently  been  in  the  best  of  health  until  two  or  three  weeks  ago, 
when  I  noticed  the  hen  was  ailing  ;  it  got  no  better  and  died  June  21st. 

On  Sunday  morning,  June  26th,  1  saw  the  cock  bird  in  my  garden 
aviarj',  but  in  the  afternoon  I  found  it  was  missing,  and  after  a  little  search 
found  a  small  opening  -where  it  had  evidently  passed  through  to  libertJ^ 
During  the  whole  of  the  week  I  did  not  see  or  hear  anything  of  it,  and  had 
quite  made  up  my  mind  I  should  not  again,  but  to  my  surprise  on  Sunday, 
July  3rd,  I  saw  it  on  the  aviary  top.  I  opened  the  door  and  it  immediately 

flew  in.    T  may  say  it  looked  none  the  worse  for  the  week's  holiday. W,  H.  PICKLES. 
THE  BREEDING  OF  GOULDIAN  FINCHES. 

Sir. — Possibly  a  few  notes,  by  a  novice,  on  the  breeding  of  Gouldians 
may  be  of  interest  to  some  "  B.X."  readers.  No  doubt,  to  all  true  bird 
lovers,  there  comes  at  times,  an  overwhelming  desire  to  possess  and  breed  a 
particulars  species.  My  first  sight  of  a  pair  of  Gouldians  captivated  me 
body  and  soul.    Henceforth  my  desire  in  life  was  to  possess  a  pair. 

Gouldians  at  that  time — only  last  winter,  seemed  almost  as  extinct  as 
the  Dodo— at  least  as  regards  any  being  on  sale.  Eventually  by  the  aid  of 
an  advertisement,  coupled  with,  what  to-day,  would  be  regarded  as  a  ridicu- 

lous offer,  I  obtained  a  beautiful  and  acclimatized  pair  from  our  esteemed 
Hon.  Sec.  In  an  unfortunate  moment  I  decided  to  exhibit  the  cock,  with 
the  all  too  frequent  result,  he  died  of  pneumonia.  With  the  kindness  which 
characterizis  our  Hon.  Sec,  he  supplied  me  with  an  immature  bird  which 
turned  out  to  be  a  hen.  After  much  waiting  I  obtained  a  Red-headed  cock 
(my  first  pair  were  Ulack-heads)  ;  but  there  was  the  young  unmated  hen, 

*  Willow  AVren  and  Tiirusli. 
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that  must  have  a  partner.  About  this  time,  Gouklians  were  arriving  it 
seemed  almost  in  ship  loads,  and  in  a  weak  moment,  I  hurriedly  obtained  a 

job  lot  as  a  "  barp;ain.'"  One  survived — it  is  a  very  valuable  bird  !  I  turned 
out,  about  the  second  week  in  May,  two  pairs,  the  cocks  both  Red-headed 
with  both  hens  of  the  Black-headed  variety,  into  a  fair  sized  garden  aviary 
which  was  erected  at  odd  moments,  and  is  capable  of  many  improvements.  The 
first  night  we  had  a  deluge  accompanied  by  thunder  and  lightning.  As  soon 
as  the  worst  of  the  storm  had  passed,  I  ventured  forth  to  see  how  my  treas- 

ures had  fared.  The  first  sight  that  met  my  gaze  on  entering  the  aviary  was 
a  drenched  Red-headed  Finch  which  I  had  always  regarded  almost  unkill- 

able.  If  Satan (for  this  Red-headed  Finch  is  a'ways  regarded  as  the 
aviary  devil)  was  in  such  a  plight,  what  of  the  Gouldians  V  Disregarding 

Satan's  misery  I  first  searched  the  house  attached  to  the  flight.  No  Crould- 
ians  there,  and  ray  heart  sank,  but  while  I  was  carefully  searching  the  flight 

suddenly  a  "pip  pip  "  gladdened  my  ear,  and  by  the  aid  of  a  light  I  discov- 
ered my  gems  safely  ensconced  in  an  apple  tree  growing  in  the  flight,  very, 

very  wet,  but  "  pip  pip  "  very  cheerful  also  and  apparently  all  right.  Next 
morning  they  were  as  "  fit  as  fiddles  "  (tho'  Satan  had  to  be  dried)  and  I  was 
at  rest  as  regards  their  hardiness.  One  pair  immediately  commenced  nesting 
operations  in  an  old  travelling  cage,  situated  in  the  darkest  corner  of  the 
house  ;  six  eggs  were  laid.  The  situation  was  so  dark  that  the  nest  and  eggs 
were  invisiVjle  without  the  aid  of  a  light.  At  first  the  hen  sat  very  spasmod- 

ically and  I  was  on  tenter  hooks  lest  she  spoilt  the  clutch.  I  had  sense 
enough  to  leave  her  severely  alone,  and  six  young  were  hatched,  and  are  at 
time  of  writing  about  ten  days  old.  One  fact  has  struck  me  as  being  rather 
peculiar,  and  that  is,  the  gapes  of  the  young  birds  are  black  with  white 
specks  that  almost  gli.sten  in  the  darkness  of  the  nest.  Are  these  specks 
guides  to  the  old  birds  in  feeding 

W.  EDMUNDS. 

P.S. — It  is  easy  to  write  of  success,  but  terribly  hard  to  tell  of  disas- 
ter. Since  penning  the  above,  rats  obtained  an  entrance  to  the  aviary  and 

devoured  eggs,  fledgelings,  and  old  birds,  leaving  me  with  a  pair  of  Gouldians 
and  a  pair  of  Zebra  Finches.  This  havoc  was  wrought  in  two  nights, 
entrance  being  effected  under  the  felt  and  through  a  small  hole  in  the  roof 
of  its  house,  that  I  failed  at  first  to  discover.  The  third  night  I  captured 
the  miscreants,  five  in  number,  and  about  half  grown.  To  have  six  young 
Gouldians  in  the  nest  with  every  prospect  of  being  reared,  and  then  to  so 

lose  them,  I  felt  to  be  very  hard  luck. 

A    PLEASING    EPISODE   ON    AUSTRALIAN    BIRD  LIFE. 

Snt. — The  enclosed  photograjth  was  sent  to  nie  by  niy  brother,  who  is 

engaged  in  sugar  planting  in  the  Mackay  district  of  Queensland,  Australia, 
and  may  be  of  interest  to  all  lovers  of  the  Parrakeet  tribe.  The  scene 
depicted  is  a  friend  of  ours  feeding  her  flock  of  Parrakeets  or  Lorikeets  in 
the  verandah  of  her  house. 

The  origin  of  the  flock  was  somewhat  peculiar.  A  young  Parrakeet  or 
Lorikeet  was  tamed  and  allowed  to  fly  at  large.  He  soon  acquired  a  wild 

mate  with  whom  he  repaired  to  the  bush  to  nest 
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In  due  course  a  brood  was  successfully  reared,  and  forthwith  l)r()Uf;lit 
back  to  the  farm  to  share  the  hospitality  of  their  kind  hostess. 

Since  then  the  flock  (I  am  at  a  loss  to  identify  the  species  by  the 

photo*)  has  continually  increased,  until  they  have  become  almost  a  nuisance. 
w.  p:dmunds. 

*  Apparently  Swainson  (Blue  Mountain)  Lorikeets. — En. 
LOVEBIRDS  AND  THEIR  METHOD  OF  CARRYING  NESTING  MATERIAL. 

Sir.  -  I  have  noticed  a  very  interesting  habit  of  the  Madagascar  Love- 
bird, which  perhaps  is  not  known  to  every  keeper  of  this  species.  For  two 

successive  years  this  pair  has  nested  in  my  aviary  ;  last  year  they  used  a  nest 
box  put  up  for  my  (^ockateels  as  a  recej^tacle  in  which  to  construct  their 
home,  lining  it  thickly  with  strips  and  leaves  fallen  from  a  pear  tree.  It 
was  then  autumn.  Recently  I  have  noticed,  that  is,  for  some  days  past,  that 
the  hen  bird  was  spending  a  lot  of  time  in  the  same  nest-box,  but  when  I 
looked  to-day  (July  16th)  there  was  nothing  in  it  except  a  few  pieces  of 
grass,  so  I  thought  I  would  give  them  some  leaves.  I  straightway  cut  a  large 
branch  from  an  apple  tree  and  put  it  in  the  aviary,  fixing  it  up  as  a  perch  ; 
it  was  but  a  very  short  time  before  the  hen  bird  began  to  gather  the  strips 
and  leaves  therefrom,  and  this  is  how  she  proceeded.  Sitting  on  the  branch 
.she  started  at  the  stalk  end  and  (juickly  bit  a  narrow  piece  off  the  whole 
length  of  the  leaf,  she  then  tucked  this  piece  in  the  feathers  of  the  lower 
part  of  her  back  ;  she  would  do  this  at  the  rate  of  about  10  per  minute,  and 
I  counted  her  cut  off  and  tuck  in  her  feathers  twenty-one  pieces  before  she 
flew  away  with  them  to  the  nest,  and  only  two  or  three  pieces  falling  out 
either  en  route  or  in  arranging  them  in  the  nest. 

The  pieces  of  leaves  gave  the  bird  a  curiously  ragged  appearance 
when  viewed  from  the  rear  at  fairlj'  close  quarters,  but  were  not  nearl}-  as 
noticeable  as  one  would  surpose,  the  hue  of  the  leaves  being  very  similar  to 
that  of  her  plumage. 

This  seems  to  me  a  very  unusual  and  clever  habit,  and  I  think  if  a 
branch  with  green  leaves  on  was  given  to  a  pair  of  these  it  birds  would 
perhaps  induce  them  to  nest  more  frequently. 

H.  B.  LARNER. 
Similar  habits  are  common,  either  in  a  greater  or  lesser  degree,  to  the 

Red-headed  and  Blue-winged  (Passerine  Parrakeets),  and  Black-cheeked 
Lovebirds,  and  also  the  various  species  of  Hanging  Parrakeets. — Ei). 

BREEDING  OF  STELLA'S  LORIES. 

Siu. — In  response  to  your  enquiries,  one  of  my  young  Stella's  Lories 
has  left  the  nest  and  is  a  well  grown  bird. 

The  period  of  incubation  was  about  three  weeks  and  the  young  bird 
was  in  the  nest  exactly  two  months. 

The  plumage  is  exactly  the  same  as  the  adult  birds,  except  that  the 
Hanks  are  yellow  like  the  female  parent,  but  the  part  of  the  back  that  in  the 
adult  female  is  yellow,  is  red  as  in  the  adult  male.  The  beak  of  the  young 
bird  before  it  left  the  nest  was  brown,  it  is  now  gradually  turning  pink,  but 
still  has  a  decidedly  brownish  hue.    The  legs  are  of  a  slaty-flesh  colour. 

When  this  bird  was  about  two  weeks  old  the  female  parent  died  sud. 
denly,  but  luckily  the  cock  has  proved  a  first  rate  nurse, 
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Anotlier  pair  have  nested  and  have  a  fionrishiii^  youns^ster  in  tlie  nest, 
bnt  it  is  not  due  to  come  into  the  open  for  another  three  weeks. 

It  is  a  pity  there  are  not  more  Stellas  in  this  country  as  they  seem  to 
be  free  breeders.  All  my  birds  are  doinw  well,  bnt  many  are  in  heavy 
moult.  E  J.  BROOK. 

MEMBERS  GATHERINGS  AT  THE  ZOO. 

Sir — I  am  ;iskod  to  write  a  short  account  of  these,  and  onlj- wish  it  had 
been  entrusted  to  abler  hands  than  mine.  There  have  been  four  so  far,  and 

three  of  them — I  speak  from  personal  experience — have  be'^n  absolutely 
delightful ;  the  surprising  part  being  that  the  attendance  has  been  so  small. 
The  weather  (as  weather  goes  now-a-days)  was  not  unfavourable,  nothing 
really  to  keep  intending  visitors  away,  so  altogether  the  small  number  of 
members  present  was  difficult  to  account  for,  and  certainly  not  encouraging 
to  our  Editor,  whose  has  left  not  a  stone  unturned  to  make  them  a  success, 

■which  they  have  been  every  way  save  in  the  matter  of  numbers.  However, 
what  was  lacking  in  quantity  was  made  up  in  quality,  for  I  have  met  most 
interesting  people,  aviarists  from  near  and  far,  whose  names  T  have  long 
known,  and  whose  acqiiaintance  it  was  a  pleasure  to  make. 

I  suppose  one  should  not  mention  names,  but  in  the  case  of  a  ])ublic 
character  like  our  clever  artist,  Mr.  G-oodchild,  such  a  restriction  is  surely 
unnecessary.  He  has  been  unfailing  in  his  attendance,  and  no  hours  have 
been  too  long  for  him  to  devote  to  the  discussion  of  ornithology,  and  to  the 
enlightenment  of  those  interested  in  the  particular  branch  of  it  to  which 
he  devotes  himself.  Time  fled  all  too  rapidly  on  those  occasions  on  which  T 
was  able  to  be  present,  and  T  was  told  that  the  whole  day  gathering  on  July 
20th  was  really  the  outcome  of  a  I'emark  I  made  to  ISIr.  Wesley  Page,  at  the 
fir.st  meeting  on  saying  good-bye,  and  thanking  him,  jokingly  adding  "half  a 
day  is  no  use  to  us  at  all.  Please  to  invite  us  for  a  week  ne.xt  time."  At 
half -past  six,  on  each  occasion,  when  T  was  reluctantly  comi)elled  to  tear 
myself  away,  as  far  as  I  can  remember  I  was  the  first  to  leave.  We  were,  of 
course,  tempted  to  look  at  other  exhibits  besides  birds  in  that  vast  collection, 
but  resisted  in  all  save  the  case  of  the  baby  girafPe,  then  scarcely  two  days 
old  (now,  alas  !  no  more)  which  really  was  excusalile.  We  partook  of  excel- 

lent teas,  and  on  the  whole  day  gathering  an  equally  excellent  lunch,  in  the 
Pavilion  devoted  exclusively  to  the  Fellows  of  the  Society,  which  I  regarded 

as  a  privilege,  during  which  (like  ''the  walrus  and  the  carpenter  ")  "we  talked 
of  many  things,"  but  otherwise,  I  think  it  may  be  said,  we  kept  fairly  well  to 
our  subject — the  inexhaustible  one  of  birds.  If  another  year  our  .Editor  is 

not  too  much  discouraged  to  arrange  for  further  meetings,  I'  hope  they  will 
meet  with  greater  success  numerically  and  -may  I  be  there  to  see  ! 

(Mrs.)  E.  A.  H.  HARTLEY. 

Pemniialh/  ram.  not  fI/Krniiriiiir>tl.  (ill  npa-  feufKrcx  uuiM  harp  a  hf'(jiiinuiii. 
and  them  gatheri.wjs,  it;ill  (jrnir.  T  rmi  (inh/  add  that  mi/  peraonaJ  enjoymctd  and 
interefit  ha.i  eqitallcd  that  nf  the  n-ritrr  of  the  above  note>;.  (hw  (lixthict  feat  tiro  of 
thexe  (jather'nifix  ban  been  the  afteiidnnce  of  iDeiiiherx  irho  liiirc  come  up  from  a 
lo/ii/  d/xta/ice  xperiaU;/  to  attend ;  this  is  diatinrtli/  e/icniiraipii!/.—  Ed. 
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Post-Mortem  Reports. 

(  Vi.le  iiiileis). 
Fur  repllcf  hi/ post,  a  fee  of  2x.  6(1.  must  he  sent;   thix  rule  irill  not  he 

■.  hrolceii  iiiitlfir  ati;/  condition. 
Post- Mortem  Reports  can  onli/  appear  in  next  issue  irheii  hodies  are  recei red 

hy  Mr.  (Iraij  prior  to  the  31st  of  any  month. 
It  inotdd  ijre.alli/  help  me  to  elucidate  contagious  diseases  in  hirds  if  mem- 

bers of  F. P.O.  irere  i/t  .'sending  me  dead  birds  to  state  the  source  they  obtained 
the  birds  from  and  u-heii.    The  names  of  the  sellers  would  be  kept  a  secret. 

Red-crested  Cardinal  ?  (A.  V.  Johnson,  Southport).  The  cause  of 
death  was  septic  or  bird  fever.  The  liver  and  spleen  were  very  much 
enlarged  and  contained  innumerable  small  yellowish  nodular  looking  bodies. 
You  must  thoroughly  wash,  scrape,  and  disinfect  your  aviary,  utensils,  etc., 
and  take  care  none  of  the  living  birds,  although  apparently  well,  do  not 
keep  up  the  disease.  Disinfection  is  useless  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the 
malady  unless  all  the  birds  containing  the  germs  are  got  rid  of.  One  cannot 
say  when  a  bird  is  free  from  it.  In  an  out-door  aviary  it  runs  a  slower 
course  than  in  an  in-door  bird-room,  where  it  spreads  i-apidly  and  eventually 
kills  off  most,  if  not  all,  the  avian  inmates.  Food  has  nothing  to  do  with  the 
complaint  unless  the  disease  be  introduced  b.v  eggs  from  fowls  that  have  had 
the  disease.  Experimental  enq^uiry  has  shown  that  eggs  of  birds  having  had 
diseyjse  may  contain  the  germs.  It  is  so  with  tuberculosis,  bird  cholera, 

septip  fever,  etp..,.^  The  question  arises  how  long  may  a  disease  remain  dor- 
mant in  the  system.  Recent  experience  has  lead  investigators  to  conclude 

that  infection  may  in  certain  instances  remain  in  the  system  weeks,  months, 
or  years,  without  the  bearer  showing  any  signs  of  disease  but  still  quite 
capable  of  giving  off  the  germs,  and  infecting  sound  animals  or  people.  As 
to  disinfection,  many  of  the  so-called  disinfectants  are  worthless  especially 
if  they  have  a  strong  odour  and  are  well  guaranteed  (?)  The  best  are  :  fire, 
sunlight,  super-heated  steam,  boiling  water,  the  scrubbing  brush  and  plenty 
of  water  and  soap  mixed  with  elbow  grease.  Of  course,  some  of  the  agents 
just  mentioned  are  impracticable  in  an  aviary.  A  reliable  and  cheap  disin- 

fectant for  wood-work  after  it  has  been  scraped,  scrubbed,  and  washed,  is 
the  crude  carbolic  or  crysilic  acid  painted  on  the  wood.  It  will  destroy  or 
render  inert  the  diseased  germs.  The  acid  should  not  be  diluted  but  used 

just  as  purchased  Some  people  won't  admit  they  have  the  disease  in  their 
aviaries  v,\>)n  they  really  have  it. 

Bullfinch  ?  (The  Countess  C.  von  Hahn,  Wimbledon).  The  cause  of 
death  was  j)neuinonia  and  enteritis.  It  is  a  condition  common  in  these  birds 
especially  during  inclement,  changeable,  or  chilly  weather,  and  the 
moulting  season. 

Golden-breasted  Waxbill  (L.  Peacock,  Sidcup,  Kent).  The  cause  of 
death  was  a  chill,  due  nu  (h^ubt  to  exposure  to  the  inclement  weather  we 
have  experienced  this  summer  before  the  bird  was  thoroughly  acclimatised. 
Cold  of  it.self  is  not  so  injurious  as  wet  chilly  weather.  Always  endeavour 
to  put  foreign  birds  out  into  the  open  in  settled  weather.  The  Waxbills are 
relatively  more  delicate  than  the  Maunikins  and  Weavers.  One  usually 
loses  a  very  great  number  of  birds  before  one  learns  wisdom,  which  is  only 



240 Post  Mortem  Ixeports. 

obtained  by  experience  notwithstanding  what  wiseacres  say  to  the  contrary. 
Diamond  Sparrow.  (Frank  Howe,  Wellingborough).  It  was  a  hen 

and  not  a  cock  as  stated.  The  cause  of  death  was  pneumonia  and  enteritis 

due  to  the  inclement  weather.  I  don't  think  the  disease  is  of  an  infectious 
origin  although  several  birds  may  die  from  it  at  the  same  time. 

Yellow  Budgerigar  s  (D.  Croisdale  Kirk,  Blair  Athol).  Cause  of 
death,  pneumonia.  This  disease  is  very  prevalent  during  wet,  chilly,  or 
changeable  weather. 

Young  Canary  (T.  R.  Hadley,  Burton-on-Trent).  Cause  of  death, 
enteritis. 

Tanager  (T.  R.  Hadley,  Burton-on-Trent).  Cause  of  death,  enteritis. 
Catarrhal  Enteritis  has  been  very  common  in  birds  this  season.  It 

has  been  due  to  the  bad  weather  we  have  been  experiencing,  and  improper 
digestion  of  the  food.  The  difficulty  of  clearing  the  vent  of  faces  is  one  of 
the  symptoms  of  catarrhal  enteritis.  There  were  no  signs  of  the  true  bird 
fever,  which  generally  shows  lesions  in  the  liver  and  spleen.  Food  turning 

Bour  sets  up  all  the  lesions  as  shown  in  your  birds.  I  don't  think  the  Lysol 
had  anything  to  do  with  it.  In  future  when  you  notice  such  symptoms,  give 
the  birds  milk  sop  made  with  condensed  milk,  maltine,  and  the  best  of 
sponge  cake.  Also  add  some  chalk  mixture  to  it,  a  dossert-spoon-ful  to 
about  four  ounces  (capacity)  of  the  food. 

Ansivered  hij  Poxt. — Ernest  Street,  Mrs.  Pattison  Yeoman,  Watson  B. 
Marmont,  and  O.  Millsum  (Belguim). 

A  Precaution.— Members  of  the  Foreign  Bird  Club  should  at  this  or 
any  other  time  of  the  year  insist  upon  having  a  written  guarantee  on 
purchasing  a  bird,  that  bird-fever  or  any  other  infectious  disease  of  birds 
does  not  exist  in  the  bird-room,  aviary,  or  shop  of  the  seller.  If  bird- 
fanciers  were  to  adopt  this  policy  they  could  prevent  to  a  certain  extent 
unscrupulous  persons  dissiminating  infectious  diseases,  as  it  would  render 
the  sellers  liable  to  pay  compensation  for  any  loss  arising  from  a  breach  of 
the  guarantee. 

H.  GRAY,  M.R.C.V.S. 
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Ski'temhek,  lyiU. 

BIRD  NOTES: 

 THE  — 

JOURNAL  OF  THE   FOREIGN   BIRD  CLUB. 

The  Uvaean  Parrakeet. 

(Ni/mpJiicus  uvcccnsis). 

By  Weslky  T.   Pa(;i:,  F.Z.S.,  etc. 

I  have  never  kept  this  s])ocies,  as  they  only  appear  on 

the  market  at  rare  intervals,  and  then  either  when  my  ace.om- 
moclation  was  too  full  up  or  when  I  did  not  feel  I  could 

afl'ord  the  high  figure  asked  for  them.  However  I  have  studied 
the  species  at  the  Zoo  and  in  friends'  aviaries,  but  though 
the  species  has  been  long  known  to  aviculturists  it  does  not 
appear  to  ho  properly  understood  and  the  specimens  so  far 
imported  have  mostly  enjoyed  but  a  short  life  in  this 
country:  so  I  consider  a  comi)ilation  of  the  experience  of  those 

wiio  have  kept  it  will  be  the  most  practical  coui'se 

to  take,  and  with  Mr.  Goodchild's  beautiful  and  life  like 
drawing  before  us,  a  description  of  their  plumage  is  quite 
uncalled  for. 

The  Hon.  and  Eev.  Canon  Button  has  had  this  species 
on  more  than  one  occasion.  His  first  specimen  only  lived 
a  day  or  two;  later  he  had  eight  at  once,  but  they  soon  died 
oil  one  by  one  (vide  B.N.,  Vol.  \  III.,  p.  211). 

Canon  Button  writes  in  the  Avicultural  Magazine,  Vol. 
Ill,  p.  130,  respecting  seven  which  he  possessed  in  1897, 

which  unfortunally  did  not  live  long,  as  follows:  — 

"I  am  persuaded  it  is  a  food  dillieulty.  I  was  told  thej- 
"had  been  l)rought  over  on  paddy,  hemp,  canary,  and  monkey  nuts. 
"1  have  tried  bananas  and  grapes:  they  were  not  approved  of.  I 
"have  also  given  mihet,  hemp,  canary,  boiled  rice,  boiled  Indian 
"corn,  bread  and  milk,  sponge  cake,  pea  nuts,  and  chilies;  every- 
"thing  is  easily  eaten  at  first:  the  ones  tliat  were  the  first  to 
"succumb  eating  seed  till  almost  the  very  last.  But  these  later 
"ones  refuse  food— though  one  of  them  likes  to  have  bread  and 
"milk  given  it  occasionally." 

Mr.  R.  Phillips  writes  in  the  same  journal  respecting 
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two  wlik'h  cuine  iulu  his  possession  on  Fvh.  12tli  1<S'.J7,  us 
follows :  — 

"1  ol)t;uiied  a  jKiir  on  Feb.  12— but  the  male  (whicli  w.us 
".sick  wlieii  I  received  it)  died'  in  a  few  days.  Tlie  female  is 
"stiDiii,'  and  clover  on  the  wing-,  runs  actively  about,  has  beccme 
"iaiily  (comparatively)  tiglit  in  plumage,  and  seems  preKy  well 
"establishetl.  She  is  tann.'  as  a  kitten;  Hies  on  our  lie, ids,  arms 
"anywhere,  and  calls  out  to  me  if  she  hears  my  voice  in  the  bouse." 

"For  standard  food  slie  has  canary,  heniii,  crumbled  iiiseuit 
"(dry),  and  date  or  lig  cut  into  small  pieces;  she;  luis  also  i:ad 
"millet,  and  oats,  bul  took  them  only  occasionally.  Now  and  tlieii 
"she  is  ti'eated  to  a  sound  banana  {not  peeled),  and  sometimes 
"she  will  attack  half  an  orange.  The  great  dilFiculty  witli  her 
"has  been  to  relieve  her  great  craving  for  grit,  and.  to  get  her 
"digestive  arrangements  into  order  without  having  a  block  or 
"stoppage  of  any  kind.  With  wheatmeal  biscuit,  the  hardest  bits  of 
"toast-crust,  etc.  she  seems  to  have  got  into  a  fairly  liealthy 
"state,  and  ought  to  do  now.  Sometimes  I  have  gi\en  lhii(i 
"magnesia  in  the  drinking  water,  and  sometimes  sulphate  of  iron." 

"She  is  ill  the  dining  room,  and  at  breakfast  iier  cage 
"door  is  opened  and  she  at  once  makes  for  the  bread — I  never 
"let  her  fiave  crumb,  only  the  hard  crust.  Soft  things  like 
"buttoi'  and  mamalade  she  does  not  like.  I  encourage  her  to  drink 
"and  1  think  it  is  good  for  her.  She  likes  to  go  for  the  plants 
"in  th(!  window  ....  so  possibly  a  taste  of  green  food 
"might   be  beneficial." 

Canon  Button  continues  his  remarks  and  states  that 

he  has  come  to  the  conclusion  that  they  are  seedeaters,  but 

arrived  with  impaired  digestions  and  that  if  he  had  treated 

them  as  a  person  recovering  from  starvation  they  might  have 
been  saved.  They  ought  to  have  been  kej)!  chiefly  on  sop,  and 
allowed  to  have  seed  only  very  gradually. 

Canon  Button  has  had  other  specimens,  some  of  which 
have  soon  dieil  and  others  which  have  lived  for  about  ,12 

nio;itlis.  a:id  the  London  Zoo  have  kept  one  or  more  specinien;i 

lor  the  same  pci'iod.  There  is  a  very  fine;  specimen  in  the 
;.o(>  Parioi  llou^e  at  the  present  time.  This  binl  is  diiHed 

Oil  a  seed  mi.xtui'c  of  hemp,  oats,  canary  and  Indian  corn; 
boiled  mai<.e,  lettuce,  banana,  apple  and  grapes,  of  tlic  twt) 

lattei'  fruits  it  is  very  fond. 

On  the  Continent  both  iV.  uvaensis  and  A',  cumntus  have 
been  kept,  and  Baron  von  Comely  succeeded  first  in  breeding 
three  hybrids  between  the  two  species,  and  later  successfully 
reared  young  of  iV.  U7iceensis. 
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Dr.  Euss  cil.so  does  not  consider  the  species  unduly 

dillicult  to  keep,  and  recommends  all  kinds  ol'  green  .'food, 
mostly  salad,  nuUet,  canary,  hemp,  and  they  may  l)e  accus- 

tomed to  all  kinds  of  seeds,  fresh  ants'  cocoons,  mealworms, 
ants'  cocoon  mixture  with  egg-bread,  service  berries,*  and 
apple. 

Personally  I  should  advise  a  diet  of  seed  mixture  (millet, 
canary,  oats  and  hemp),  unlimited  green  food  (lettuce,  mustard, 

cress,  etc),  such  ripe  fruit  as  it  appeared  to  fancy,  live  ants' 
cocoons,  mealworms,  little  insectile  mixture,  and  only  give 
grit  with  great  caution,  accustoming  it  very  gradually  to  same. 
I  must  however  add,  that  as  full  particulars  as  possible  should 
be  ()l)tained  as  to  previous  diet  and  treatment,  and  however 
unwholesome  tliis  may  appear  to  l)e,  a  sudden  change  sliould 

not  1)C  made;  it-  must  gi'adually  be  brought  on  to  the  proper 
diet. 

N .  coynulnn,  the  'Horned  Parrakeet  dilTers  from  the 
Uvsean  in  tlie  crest  consisting  of  only  two  long  feathers, 
green  tipped  with  red  and  by  a  patch  of  yellow  on  the  nape. 

By  HuBEiiT  D.  AsTLEY,  M.A.,  F.Z.S.,  etc. 

In  response  to  my  request  for  details  Mr.  Astley  kindly 

sent  me  the  following  notes. — Editor. 
I  can  say  little  or  nothing  with  regard  to  this  species, 

but  I  l)elieve  that  it  would  be,  a  most  charming  Parrakeet  ir  one 

could  obtain  a  strong  healthy  lot.  Its  colour  is  so  rich— a 
magnolia-leaf  green,  with  the  touch  of  cardinal  red  on  the 
forehead — its  movements  are  attractive,  and  its  voice  not  al- 

together aggressive.  The  individuals  of  this  species  which  were 
imported  last  winter  all  died  I  believe,  and  were  not  very  long 
about  it  either. 

I  found  my  Uveeans  were  very  fond  of  fruit,  liut  they 
ate  seed  also,  and  had  it  been  the  right  season,  I  should  have 

tried  them  with  fresh  ants'  "  eggs." 
Once  through  their  first  moult,  after  importation,  they 

would  probably  be  quite  hardy  in  an  outdoor  aviary,  for  they 
are  birds  that  need  some  space,  and  they  would  nest  readily, 
no  doubt. 

*After  Mr.   Brook's   experience  ivith  Service  Berries  (vide 
B.N.,  Vol.   VIII.,  p.  112)  I  should  hesilale  lo  supply  tliese. 
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A  young  Uva'aii,  hand  i-eared,  would       a  delightful  pel. 
These  parrakeets  always  seem  lo  me  lo  he  iclative.s 

of  the  lovely  New  Zealand  Parrakeet  (C ijanorainphus  iiora-- 

zvaland'uv);  there  is  a  cousinly  resemblance  in  movemcnis  and 
style,  etc. 

The  first  cousin  of  the  Llvtean— that  i-;,  Ihe  H.>nied  Parra- 

keet—must  be  more  fascinating  than  the  former. 

Bye-the-bye!  Dealers  would  insist  upon  e;iliing  the 
Uvgean,  the  Horned  Parrakeet,  which  was  misleading  .until 
one  saw   them . 

[Mr.  Willfoi'd's  l)irds  did  not  live  very  many  vveeks 
and  he  does  not  care  to  make  any  remarks  concerning  them, 

save  that  lie  regretted  losing  such  rare,  beautiful  and  inter- 

esting birds. — Editok.] 

Breeding  of  the  Jacarini  Finch. 

( 1  ulatinia  jacurut  i . } 

By  R.  SuGGiTT. 

These  eliarniing  little  bii'ds  in  some  ways  )'emind  }n(; 
of  the  Waxbills,  partii'ularly  in  their  restless  activity,  and 
the  motion  of  their  tails,  but,  on  the  other  hand  they  show 
none  of  the  atrection  towards  each  other  that  the  Waxbills  do. 

With  the  sun  shining  on  the  blue-black  body  of  the  male,  re- 
lieved by  the  pure  white  shoulder  jjatch,  he  is,  indeed,  a  beau- 

tiful little  fellow  The  female  is  roughly  a  brown  bird, 
streaked  longitudinally  on  the  breast  with  a  darlvcr  shade 

brown.  Their  tails  appear  to  be  loosly  hinged,  and  this  is 

l)ai  ticularly  noticeable  when  the  birds  are  Hying,  as  the  tail 
bobs  up  and  down  when  they  are  taking  their  rather  jerky 

flight.  Habitat:  Central  and  Southern  America,  to  Brazil, 
Peru,  ana  Bolivia. 

There  appears  to  be  a  great  deal  of  variation  in  the 

plumage  of  males  from  different  districts,  and  there  is  at 

at  least  one  sub-species.  The  male  of  another  pair  from  Trini- 
dad ill  my  possession  has  scarcely  any  white  shoulder  patches, 

these  beuig  represented  by  only  a  white  tipped  feather  or  two. 
Both  my  birds  have  been  in  England  a  considerable  time. 

The  cock  is  one  of  a  fairly  large  consignment  on  the  market 
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ill  tlin  Spring  of  1906.  The  lien  was  brought  over  I)y  jMr. 

E.  W.  Harper  for  our  esteemed  Editor,  who,  having  lost  his 

male,  very  kindly  presented  her  to  me  last  summer.  She  has 

been  in  England  at  least  three  years,  and  until  quite  recently 
was  ])rol)ably  the  only  hen  in  this  country. 

The  .lacarinis  did  not  take  any  [)articular  interest  in  each 

other  last  Hummer,  and  although  the  iicn  occasionally  cari-icd 

piece-  of  hay  about,  no  nest  was  built.  I  took  them  indoors  for 

tii(>  Winter,  and  the  male,  after  his  moult  in  addition  to  his 

usual  out  of  colour  plumage,  in  which  the  feathers  of  the  back 
are  tipped  with  brown,  and  those  of  the  sides  and  lower  part  of 

the  breast  with  greyish  white,  he  acimired  a  pure  white  chin 
patch,  which  he  still  retains  and  whi(di  is  prol)ably  a  sign  of 
old  age. 

I  tui'ned  them  both  outside  again  in  mid  April,  and  dii! 
not  take  any  particular  notice  of  them  until  the  middle  of  May. 

When  I  perceived  that  the  cock  was  very  excitable,  and  sav- 
agely drove  every  other  bird  from  an  isolated  busli  in  the 

centre  of  the  grassed  portion  of  the  aviary.  It  now  occurred  to 
me  that  they  had  lieen  on  more  friendly  terms  for  .some  time, 

and  that  I  had  notii-ed  that  they  often  both  Avent  in  a  sneaking 
sor:  of  manner  into  the  long  grass  at  the  bottom  of  the  bush, 
but  I  thought  their  object  was  the  grass  seeds.  However  my 

suspicions  were  aroused  on  May  19th  on  seeing  the  hen  stealth- 
ily descend  into  the  grass  and  remain  there  for  a  considerable 

time.  I  went  to  investigate,  and  she  flew  off  an  artfully  con- 
cealed nest,  containing  two  eggs,  at  the  foot  of  the  bush.  The 

eggs  are  large  for  the  size  of  the  bird — white,  spotted  and 
blotched  with  dull  red,  the  markings  being  larger  and  more 

numerous  near  the  large  end,  where  they  form  an  almost  un- 
broken zone.  As  two  eggs  only  were  laid  in  this  nest  T  was 

unable  to  determine  the  incubation  period,  but,  as  later  events 

will  show,  incubation  most  have  commenced  on  the  morning 
of  the  discovery  of  the  nest.  For  the  first  few  days  the  hen 
was  rather  a  nervous  sitter,  she  afterwards  sat  more  closcdy. 
only  coming  otT  to  feed,  when  the  cock  would  go  to  the  nest 
to  look  aft-er  it  until  she  returned.  On  one  or  two  oi'casioiis 

when  the  grass  had  l)ecn  flattened  by  heavy  rain  T  saw  the 
cock  actually  sitting  on  the  eggs,  while  the  hen  was  r('(>dinir. 
He  certainly  took  no  regular  turn  at  incul)atii)n,  but  sat  on  the 
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bu.sli  above  the  nest  singing  liis  peculiar  little  song  of  two 

notes,  or  fiercely  driving  any  other  birds  i'l'om  the  vicinity. 
Owing  to  the  positon  of  thr  nest  1  could  not  actually  see 
whether  the  cock  fed  the  hen  while  slie  Avas  sitting,  but  T  often 
saw  him  pay  visits  to  her  probably  for  that  purpose.  One  of 
the  eggs  hatched  on  the  morning  of  May  29th,  and  the  other 
the  next  day.  I  had  no  live  food  to  give  them  with  the 

exception  of  mealworms,  and  these  appeared  to  be  too  large 

foi"  the  ue-^tiings'  tiny  throats.  Both  parents  incessantly  hunted 
insects,  either  hawking  them  in  the  air  or  searching  among 

tlie  grass,  but  probably  only  caught  sullicent  to  barely  keep 
the  youngsters  alive.  On  .June  4th  a  bitter  north  wind  set  in; 
the  little  hen  looked  ill,  and  grew  worse  towards  evening,  wlieii 
she  i^robably  al)andoned  the  nest,  as  the  young  ones  .were 

cold  the  next  morning;  one  was  dead  and  although  tlie  ofiKU' 
revived  a  little  after  being  warmed,  it  did  not  live  long.  The 
nest  was  (}uite  on  the  ground  and  was  not  woven  round  the 

grass  stems.  It  was  a  tiny  structure,  vei'y  neat,  open  and  ciip- 
shaped,  of  medium  depth  and  built  of  hay  with  a  sparse  lining 

of  fine  fibres  or  rootlets;  inside  diameter  If  inches,  outside  2^- 
inches,  the  skins  of  the  young  ones  were  purplish  black  in 
colour.  The  hen  recovered  from  her  illness  in  a  few  days, 
and  another  nest  was  commenced  on  June  19th,  botli  l)irds 

assisting,  this  time  in  a  thick  gooseberry  bush  (probably  the 
reason  this  site  was  chosen  was  because  the  whole  of  the 

grass  ill  the  aviary  had  been  fiattened  by  rain).  They  had  no 
sooner  got  the  nest  complete  than  a  pair  of  Blackcaj)  Warblers 
forcil)ly  took  possession  of  it,  altering  and  enlarging  it  to 
suit  theii  own  requirements. 

A  third  nest  lined  with  horse-hair  was  built  on  the  ground 
in  a  patch  of  very  long  grass  in  a  corner  of  the  aviary,  and 
the  first  egg  was  laid  on  June  25th;  the  ne.xt  morning  the 
second  egg  was  laid  and  incubation  commenced.  Both  eggs 

hatched  on  July  6th,  making  the  incubation  p:'riod  ten  days. 
Th(^  hatching  of  the?e  eggs  was  again  the  signal  for  a  strong 
cold  wind  to  blow  accompanied  by  heavy  rain  and  consequently 
flying  insects  were  very  .scarce,  however  by  dropping  sm;ill 
mealworms,  blow  fly  pupiB  and  a  few  spiders  near  the  nest, 
the  parents  managed  to  keep  the  young  ones  alive.  The 

old  bii'ds  would  have  nothing  to  do  with  soft  food;  but   I  am 
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alniosl  certiiiii  regurgitated  seed  was  given  after  tlie  first  I'l-w 
days.  The  young  were  strong  and  lliii\'iiig  when  a  week  old, 
their  shrill  notes  demanding  food  could  be  heard  at  (juite  a 
distance,  and  they  were  commencing  to  feather.  They  were 

fully  feathered  by  July  IGth,  and  on  the  morning  of  July  17tli, 
had  left  the  nest,  their  age  being  11  days.  Although  fairly 

strong  on  the  wing  the  youngsters  did  not  leave  the  conceal- 
ment of  the  long  grass  until  they  had  been  out  of  tiie  nest 

tliree  days,  and  I  tliink  this  suggests  that  the  nest  is  mostly 
built  in  such  situations  in  a  natural  state.  On  the  28th,  the 

young  ones  were  perched  on  low  branches,  the  cock  took  entire 

charge  of  one  of  them,  the  hen  the  other,  and  T  never  saw 
either  parent  feed  the  youngster  attended  to  by  the  other.  The 
one  fed  by  the  cock  was  much  stronger  tliaii  the  other 
one  and  this  may  I)e  possil)ly  owing  to  the  fact  that  he  is  the 
more  expert  insect  catcher.  More  regurgitated  seed  was  given 
now,  but  still  a  large  (luantity  of  live  food  was  used  up  to  a 
fortnight  out  of  the  nest.  After  August  8th,  I  neither  saw  nor 
heard  the  youngsters  being  fed  and  as  I  write  (August  24th) 
they  are  very  difficult  to  distinguish  from  their  mother,  apart 

from  their  youthful  appearance.  It  would  appear  the  clutch 

is  complete  with  the  second  egg,  indeed  the  tiny  nest  would 

not  conveniently  accommodate  more.  The  young  are  exactly 
like  the  female  parent,  except  that  the  breast  streaks  are 
perhaps  not  so  clearly  defined. 

I  belive  the  species  has  been  successfully  lired  in  Oer- 
many,   I)ut   this   is   I  think  the   first   instance   in    tlie  F.K. 

Notes  of  Some  Birds  of  the  Andes  in  the 

Neighbourhood  of  Aconcagua. 

By  Philip  Gossk,  M.  E.  C.  S. 

The  following  notes  were  made  dui'ing  a  stay  of  some 
eight  months  i:i  the  higher  Andes,  on  the  sides  of  .Aconcagua. 
The  first  list  of  l)irds  were  all  ol)served  at  the  altitude  of 

8,000  feet  and  upwards. 

I  ree  no  reason  why  any  of  these  siiould  not  live  and 
thrive  quite  well  in  our  English  climate. 
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The  only  birds  I  have  left  out  are  the  two  extremes, 
i.e.  Condors  and  Humming  Birds;  as  no  lover  of  birds  could, 
for  obvious  reasons  wish  to  keep  these  in  confinement. 

CHIMANGO  KITE:   (Milvargo  chiman<jo). 
These  l)irds  occur  in  the  valleys  uj)  to  13,000  feet. 

They  Uv(>  on  carrion  chiefly,  also  on  eartli  worms,  but  will 
kill  young  chickens,  insects  (beetle?  elc),  and  eat  veg(^tal)le;!i. 
One  I  shot  had  a  large  toad  in  its  bill. 

I  caught  two  alive,  one  in  a  rat-trap,  baited  with  a 
dead  mouse,  the  other  I  shot,  breaking  its  wing  and  leg,  an- 

other shot  passing  through  its  cro[),  but  he  soon  recovered. 
Both  became  very  tame  and  lived  for  some  time  in  the 
London  Zoological  Gardens. 

MAGELLAN'S  OWL:   (Bubo  magellanicus) . 
One  I  shot  at  Punta-de-las-Vacias,  9,000  feet.  Another 

I  had  alive  for  some  months  and  was  very  tame. 

COMMON  MINOR:  (Gcosifta  cunicularia) . 

This  and  the  two  following  are  something  like  the  Wheat - 
ear  in  habit  and  feeding,  they  build  between  big  stones  and 
in  hole.^  in  walls. 

ISABELLINE  MINOR:   (G .  isahcUina) . 
AVHITE  RUMPEU  MINOR:   (G .  fasciata). 

BROWN   CINCLODES:    (Cinclodcs  fuscus). 
This,  the  commoner  of  the  two  species,  I  found  up  to 

12,000  feet. 
In  the  winter  when  every  other  living  thing  has  been 

driven  away  by  the  cold,  these  birds  collect  under  the  great 

natural  bridge  of  Puente-del-Inca  and  spend  the  winter  there. 
There  are  several  hot  springs  here,  which  I  think,  account 

for  theii-  staying. 
I  found  a  horse-hair  nest  with  three  white  eggs  under 

a  boulder  close  to  the  "  bridge." 

In  habits  they  very  closely  resemble  our  common  "Dipper, 
the  nest  and  eggs  also  having  a  striking  resemblance. 

WHITE-WINGED  CINCLODES:   (C.  bijascialus). 

\'ery  rare.  Only  found  in  one  marsh  in  the  Inca  \'alloy. 
Much  the  same  as  above. 

TATACiONlAN  EARTH-CREEPER:  (Vpiicnihia  dnmcloiia). 

I  saw  these  birds  as  'higli  as  11,000  feet  up  the  Horconcs 
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Valley.  Solitary  except  in  the  breeding  season.  Tlioy  often 

but  not  always  build  at  the  end  of  long  tunnels  that  they 

dig  out  with  their  long  curved  bills;  sometimes  the  tunnel 
is  as  much  as  6  feet  long.  I  never  found  more  than  three 

eggs  in  one  nest.  The  eggs  are  pure  white,  smooth  and  rather 
varied  in  shape. 

These  would  make  i)articularly  interesting  pets  in  a  big 
aviary  with  a  sand  mound  in  it. 

RED-TAILED  EARTH-CREEPER:  (U .  ntfirauda) . 
During  the  summer  I  saw  none  of  these  birds  lower  than 

10,000  feet. 
They  are  very  inquisitive  and  tame. 

The}'  have  the  habit  of  continually  jerking  the  head  and 
tail  so  that  the  latter  comes  within  an  inch  of  the  former. 

It  utters  a  cry  like  the  squeak  of  a  saw.  The  natives  call 

this  bird  the  "  Carpenter." 
TIT-LIKE   SPINE-TAIL:    (Lrplasfhennra  cp.gilhaloidcs) . 

This  is  a  rare  bird.  It  is  very  small  and  brown  Avith 

a  long  spiked  tail.    They  feed  on  insects  and  small  buds. 

SORDID  SPINE -TAIL:  (Sijnallaxis  sordida). 
Very  similar  to  the  above. 

WHITE-CRESTED  TYRANT:   (Elainea  albiccps). 
Lives  in  the  Adesmia  Scrub  (a  sort  of  gorse-like  plant) 

ana  feeds  on  tTie  seeds. 

I  found  a  new  parasitic  worm,  curled  up  next  the  heart, 
inside  the  pericardial  sac  in  one  of  these  birds,  which  has 
been  named  Filar ia  elainea;. 

WHITE-TAILED  TYRANT:  (Agriornis  viaritima). 

These  birds  were  seldom  seen.  A  little  like  a  "Mocking- 
bird in  flight:  the  latter  quite  noiseless.  Lives  on  carrion  and 

often  to  be  seen  chasing  smaller  birds.   It  has  a  curious  note 

— sounding  like  "  Kank-kank-kank- kank." 
GOLDEN  SISKIN:   (Mclunornitris  uropi/gialis). 

In  habit  very  like  the  British  Siskin.  Lives  in  flocks 

among  the  Adesmia  Scrubs,  hopping  about  looking  after  seeds. 

CAYS'   FINCH:    (Phrt/giliis  (ja//i). 
'l  ese  l)ri!liantly  coknircd  l)ir(ls  ar(>  fairly  common  at 

Inca  and  up  to  11,000  feet. 

They  lay  flne  speckled  eggs  in  a  nest  some  five  feet 
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ofT  the  ground.  They  would  iiiako  most  dcsii'al)!^  additions 
to  the  aviary. 

MOURNING   FINCH:    (Pliri/gilns  frntieeti). 

A    quiet    retiring  The    female    is    of    a  dark 
brown  colour  whilst  the  male  is  absolutely  black  in  places. 
For  a  long  time  I  heard  the  song  without  seeing  the  bird. 

The  song  is  a  very  sweet  warlile,  some  of  the  notes  are 

almost  harsh,  and  this  conti'asting  {)leasantly  with  tlie  more 
harmonious  notes,  gives  the  song  a  peculiar  fascination.  These 

l)irds  are  fairly  common.  The  adjective  "mourning"  is  very 
appropriate,  as  the  plumage  in  the  male  is  mostly  black 

and  th;^  song  is  extremely  sad. 
I  do  not  know  if  any  of  our  members  have  kept  these 

l)irds,  Init  they  would  make  delightful  pets. 

PILEATED  PONG-SPAREOW:  (Zono! rirhia  pileata). 
These  are  the  commonest  birds  l)f)th  liigh  up  in  the 

mountains  and  in  the  plains  below. 
They  are  quite  like  our  common  s])arro\v,  but  more 

elegant  in  shape,  with  a  grey  and  black  crest  antl  a  ruddy 
brown  collar. 

The  native  name  is  "  Chingolo." 
The  nest  is  placed  in  the  bushes  and  on  the  ground. 
They  have  a  sweet  song  which  I  have  often  heard  on 

moonlight  nights.  I  caught  several  "  Chingolos  "  and  brought 
them  home  to  the  Zoological  Gardens.  I  have  lately  lieen 
sent  one  of  these  birds  by  Mr.  Willford,  which  I  was  vei\y 

glad  to  get  and  want  very  much  to  pi-ocure  a  hen  bird  as 
I  have  no  doubt  they  would  breed  ui  captivity.* 

BLACK-WINGED  DOVE:  (Mctriopelia  melanoptera) . 
These  doves  began  to  arrive  at  Inca  in  December  (late 

spring)  and  soon  became  very  common,  fifty  or  more  in  a 
nock.    Seen  up  to  12,000  feet. 

They  went  away  with  the  first  cold  weather. 
I  saw  one  flock  of  about  five  or  six  hundred  birrls. 

They  are  very  good  eating,  specially  after  weeks  of 
living  on  tinned  food. 

*This  species  has  been  bred  in  captivity  by  our  esteemed 
member,  Mr.  W.  E.  Toschemakcr  (ride  B.A'.,  TV;/.  17/,  p.  t 
and  29.)  —Ed. 

To  he  continued. 
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, — Cock  Wliite-throateil  Fincli  feeiliii^  youiiji. 

, — Hen  Wliitc-tlii-o;it(Ml  Finch  yniiiu  on  nest. 
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Bird  Life  Through  the  Camera. 
By  H.  WiLLFOKD. 

( Ciiliti/iiii'il  J'idiii  piii/e  202 J. 

In  this  instalment  of  my  "  Bii'd  Life  tliro'  the  Camera  " 
I  am  dealing  with  aviary  birds  and  am  able  to  give  a  few- 
breeding  notes  and  photos  of:  — 

Passerine  Doves,  Painted  Finch,  Whitc-tlu'o.iled  Fincli 
and  Green  Cardinal. 

Passeikinj-;  Dovk  (Champoelia  passerinu).  Tlie  birds  canii^ 
to  me  looking  very  knocked  about  after  their  voyag"  from 

the  West  Indies,  and  for  some  time  wei'e  kejjt  in  a  wiuni 
birdroom,  l)ut,  owing  to  their  wildness  did  not  improve  mucli 

until  they  wei-e  turned  out  of  doors  into  a  large  aviary  witii 
plenty  of  cover. 

Towards  the  end  of  June  lOU'J,  they  showed  signs  of 
going  to  nest;  the  cock  who  was  much  more  rufous  on  the 
neck  than  the  hen,  courted  his  mate  in  the  typical  manner, 

viz.,  by  running  a  few  steps  and  then  bowing  to  his  lady. 
After  a  few  days  of  courtship  both  birds  I)egan  building, 
choosing  an  empty  travelling  cage,  with  the  front  out,  which 

had  l)een  left,  by  accident,  standing  on  a  large  llower-pot;  the 
nest  was  constructed  entirely  of  hay. 

On  July  1st  and  2nd  the  hen  laid  her  clutch  of  two 

eggs,  closely  reseml)ling  those  of  the  Diamond  Dove,  excepting 
that  they  are  a  little  larger  and  more  oval;  their  colour  Ijeing 

creamy-white.  Both  birds  shared  the  duties  of  incubation  and 
on  July  15th  two  chicks  were  hatched  out,  being  covered  witli 

ochreish  down;  on  'the  following  morning 'they  were  'thrown 
out  of  the  nest,  but  the  death  of  their  young  did  not  seem  to 
trouble  them  at  all,  for  on  August  7th,  Iwo  more  young  were 

nafcfiea  out  ana  agam  were  promptty  thrown  out  o'f  the  nes't. 
After  a  short  spell  they  took  to  a  half  coco -nut  shell, 

which  they  \i:\ed  with  hay  and  on  August  22nd  and  23rd 
two  more  eggs  were  laid  and  duly  hatched  out  on  September 
4th.  This  time  the  young  were  assiduously  fed  (cliiclly  on 

spray  and  white  millet)  until  on  the  afternoon  of  Septeml)er 
ITili  l)oth  the  young- left  the  nest. 

The  nestling  plumage  was  a  dull  l)rown,  tliey  did  not 
attain  the  adult  plumage  for  some  time. 

It  appears  to  me  that  these  little  doves  would  be  very 
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diOicult  to  breed  in  close  quarters  as  they  are  vtery  wild  arid 

require  plenty  of  cover. 

This  completed  their  nesting  operations  for  1909.  This 
season  they  made  use  of  their  old  nest  and  three  pairs  of 

young-  have  been  fully  reared,  and  tliey  are  again  inculcating 
another  efutch  of  eggs. 

\A'h('n  disturbed  or  scared  the  sitting  l)ird  Hies  oiV  the 
nest  and  I'uns  along  the  ground  with  wings  outspread,  as  if 
resenting  the  intrusion  on  their  home  life. 

Painted  Finches  ( Einhlema  picta).  The  lireeding  of 

Painted  Finches,  whit-li  like  the  Passerines  T  l)elieve 
is  the  lirst  time  for  Great  Britain,  marks  a  red-letter  day  in 
the  annals  of  my  bird  keaping,  and  serves  as  some  little  com- 

pensation for  the  many  disapi)ointraents  I  have  had  with  this 

l)arli(;-ular  species. 

From  Wallace's  importation  of  this  year,  live  pairs  found 
tlieii-  Avay  into  my  aviaries,  Avhicli  together  with  the  pair  I 
already  possessed  made  six  in  all,  and  fortunately  ,ill  twelve 
birds  survived  the  six  or  eight  Aveeks  of  cage  life,  to  be 
eventually  turned  out  of  doors,  each  pair  in  a  sei)arate  aviary, 
but  witli  other  birds. 

The  first  pair  laid  and  hatched  but  the  two  young  were 

thrown  out  of  the  nest,  p'robably  by  other  inmates  of  the 
aviary . 

This  nest  was  built  in  a  rush  basket  and  the  only 
materials  used  were  a  few  roots  and  bits  of  earth,  mostly 

carried  by  the  cock. 
The  second  time  this  pair  nested  was  in  a  shrub,  out 

in  the  open,  when  a  very  uuiky  nest  was  built  of  hay  and 
small  bits  of  earth,  covered  again  with  hay,  no  doubt  with  a 

view  to  making  it  more  secure. 

Here  again  failui'C  dogged  their  footsteps,  the  eggs  be- 
ing eaten. 

The  second  pair  to  go  to  nest  were  in  a  larger  aviary 

with  pairs  of  Rufous-throated  Tanagers  and  Cuba  Finchtv; 
they  chose  a  coco-nut  husk  in  which  four  eggs  were  laid, 
the  only  liniHg  to  the  nest  being  a  few  feathers.  T!ie  exact 

date  the  eggs  were  laid  is  not  known,  as  when  discovered 
the  eggs  had  beeii  incubated,  and  two  were  hatched  out  six; 

days  later,  on  May  2Gth,  the  other  two  e^g-s  were  infertile. 
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Both  parents  fed  well,  cliiclly  with  .S2)ray  luillet,  hut 

they  were  also  noticed  picking  over  the  soft  food  put  in  for 
the  Taiiagers. 

Un  June  11th  a  great  disaster  befell  the  family,  for  on 
looking  into  the  nest  1  found  the  hen  bird  dead,  but  tlu;  two 

young  were  quite  lit,  and  had  been  fed  ([uite  recently,  their 

i-rops  l)eing  full  of  seed. 
The  dead  hen  was  removed  and  the  youngsters  left  to  the 

can;  of  their  father,  and  a  good  attentive  little  diap  he 

proved,  for  on  the  Kith  Iwtli  young  had  left  the  nest  and  were 
strong  on  the  wing. 

All  went  well  until  the  23rd  when  after  a  heavy  rain 

one  of  the  youngsters  was  found  dead,  although  apparently 
well  nourished  and  healthy,  so  the  remaining  bird  was  removed 

with  its  parent  'to  a  cage,  where  it  soon  started  to  pick  up 
for   itself,  and  is  now  entirely  independent  of  its  parent. 

The  nest  when  built  in  a  tree  is  domed  and  very 

bulky  (see  photo).  The  eggs  are  white  and  generally  four 
or  live  in  number. 

The  nestling  plumage  is:  Beak  blackish;  head  chest- 
nut brown;  breast  slightly  speckled  with  white;  abdomen 

rusty-black;  back  brown,  tipped  with  red;  ujiper  tail-coverts 
red;    tail  feathers  black,  tipped  with  brown;   wings  brown. 

White- THROATED  Finch  (Spermophila  albigularis) .  This 
handsome  and  attractive  species  has  succeeded  in  rearing  two 
young  this  season,  and  although  they  have  been  with  me  for 
three  years  this  is  their  first  attempt  at  nesting. 

They  built  a  small  cup -shaped  nest,  laying  two  eggs, 
mottled  with  dark-brown,  but  both  were  destroyed  by  the 
other  birds. 

Their  second  nest  was  built  in  a  more  secure  position 
and  again  two  eggs  were  laid  and  both  were  duly  hatched  out; 
the  chicks  were  well  covered  with  down  and  were  fed  by 

both  parents  from  the  crop  on  seed — the  hen  alone  incubated. 
The  young  in  nestling  plumage  resembled  their  female  parent. 

Green  Cardinals  (Gubernatrix  crAstata).  This  species 

has    been  very    prolific  with  me    this  season  and   I  give 
photos  of  their  first  nest,  one  of  which  shows  the  cock  in 
the  act  of  feeding  his  mate. 
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A  young  hen  which  was  reared  in  the  aviary  last  year 
built  a  nest  and  laid  four  eggs,  l)iit  as  she  had  no  mate  the 
eggs  were  taken  away  from  her. 

To  be  continued. 

Birds  of  Gambia. 

By  E.  HOPKINSON,  D.  S.  ().,  M.  A.,  M.  D. 

(continued  from  page  217.) 

MUSOPHAGID^. 
Tnracus  persa.     SENEGAL  TURACO. 
Bange.     West   Africa,    Senegarabia   to    Congo.  (H.L.) 

T.  huffoni.     BUFFON'S  TURACO. 
Range.     West  Africa,  Congo  to  Senegal.  (ILL.) 
T.  maerorhynchuff.     GREAT-BILLED  TURACO. 
Range.    West  Africa,  Senegambia  to  Gaboon.  (H.L.) 
These  three  species  of  Green  Turaco  should  all  (from  the 

ranges  given  above)  be  found  in  Gambia,  but  although  1  may  have 
seen  all  three  without  recognising  them,  the  only  two  specimens 
I  have  ever  handled  were  certainly  T.  huffoni.  Every  detail  of 
their  general  plumage  and  the  arrangement  of  the  facial  marks 
exactly  agreed  with  the  following  description,  which  is  taken  from 
the  British  Museum  Catalogue. 

T.  huffoni.  Head  (which  is  crested)  and  neck  grass-green; 
back,  wings  and  tail  glossy  violet;  quills  with  the  exception  of 
the  outer  one  bright  crimson,  with  edges  and  shafts  black;  bare 
ocular  patch  scarlet  with  a  band  of  white  feathers  in  front  of 
the  eye  but  not  below  it,  where  a  strongly  marked  l)and  of  black 
crosses  the  face  with  perhaps  a  few  white  featheis  at  its  lower  edge; 
throat  and  centre  of  chest  grass-green  like  the  neck,  rest  of  body 
and  under  tail-coveits  violet  shaded  with  black;  under  surface  of 
qmlls  like  the  upper  surface;  under  wing-coverts  dark  brown  jjartially 
washed  with  green.  Bill  deep  olive  inclining  to  yellow  at  edges; 
(in  one  of  my  specimens  the  olive  was  washed  with  dull  crimson). 
Iris  hazel;    legs  black.     Length   16  inches.     Sexes  alike. 

T .  persa  closely  resembles  T.  huffo)ii,  the  oidy  diflercnce  being 
that  in  tius  species  the  white  eyebaiid  is  more  marked  and  extends 
from  the  pre-ocular  region  to  form  a  white  band  beloiu  the  eye  as 
well,  where  a  badly  defined  narrow  black  streak  partly  divides 
the  white  into  two  parts. 

T .  inacrorhynchus  is  a  rather  larger  bird  (17.5  inches),  the 
general  colour  is  green  with  mantle  and  back  violet;  quills  crimson 
and  black.  The  head  and  crest  are  green  mottled,  each  feather 

bein?;-  tipped  with  black  and  having  a  sub -terminal  white  bar.  Bill 
yellow  pai'tially  shaded  with  orange;  legs  black;  iris  brown. 
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Tlic  (irccii  'rurac'dus  arc  not  at  all  coiiuiioii  in  tlio  (Jainhia  and 
arc  only  fduud  in  tlu!  more  Uiickiy  wooded  parts  of  ttic  conutry, 
such  as  Foyiii  and  the  adjoining  jiortions  of  Koniho.  Tlicir  chief 
eharai'tei'istic  (which  they  shaie  with  the  next  genus,  Mnsophnrjn)  is 
the  fad  that  tlie  colour  of  the  crimson  wing-patches  is  due  lo  the 

presence  of  a  i)eculiar  i)igiucnt  Tvu'acin),  which  is  partially  soluble 
in  water,  so  that  after  severe  rain  the  colouring  matter  may  he  more 
or  less  washed  out  and  the  patch  look  a  dirty  yellow,  the  colour  re- 
turnini':  again  in  a  short  time  when  the  bird  dries. 

MiLsopluHja   violacea.     VIOLET  TURACO. 
Ratifje.     West  Afiica,  Senegambia  to  Cameroons.     (11. L.) 
Commoidy  known  here  as  the  Blue  Kowkow^,  while  the  name 

Green  Kowkow  is  applied  to  birds  of  the  preceding  genus,  and 

Grey  Kowkow  to  Schizorhis,  the  "Woodcock"  of  the  Bathurst  boys. 
The  word  "Kowkow"  is  the  Mandingo  name  for  the  last-named 
and  is  derived  from  its  note.  In  the  same  language  the  Violet 
Turaco  is  called  either  Kowkow  wulima  (Red  Kowkow),  or  Kowkow 
mansa   (King  of  the  Kowkows). 

The  Blue  Tui'aco  is  much  commoner  than  the  green,  osi)eci- 
ally  in  the  upper  part  of  the  Pi'otectorate,  whei'e  it  haunts  the  thicket 
growth  along  the  river  banks,  showing  a  marked  partiality  for  dense 
palm -jungle,  in  such  situations  they  are  almost  always  to  be  found, 
in  pairs  or  small  family  parties,  flying  from  tree  to  tree  with  a 
peculiar  slow  and  characteristic  flight  and  calling  to  each  other 
with  rather  croaky  cries. 

Description.  Above  metallic  violet-blue  with  a  darker  tail, 
crown  wiiich  has  only  the  merest  suggestion  of  a  crest,  and  hind- 
neck  covered  with  short  hairy  crimson  feathers;  throat  violet; 
chest,  glossy  greenish  blue;  belly  and  under  surface  of  tail  dead 
black  ;  wings  violet,  like  the  back,  with  a  brilliant  crimson  alar  patch 

and  black  tips  to  the  quill -feathers.  Circum-ocular  region  lii-ight 
scarlet  with  a  line  of  white  feathers  from  below  the  eye  to  the  ear. 
Bill,  in  the  flesh,  brilliant  scarlet ;  the  upper  mandible  prolonged 
backwards  and  flattened  at  its  base  to  form  a  frontal  plate,  bright 
yellow  in  colour.  After  death  the  red  of  the  beak  soon  fades  and 
turns  yellow,  becoming  the  same  colour  as  the  frontal  plate.  Legs 
black.    Iris  burnt-sienna  brown.    Length  IG  inches. 

Corylluc.ola   cristuta.    GIANT  TURACO. 
Range.  West  Africa,  Senegambia  to  Ang(jla;  Eijuatori.il 

Africa.  (H.L.) 
This  bird  I  have  never  seen  here.  It  is  much  larger  than 

than  the  preceding  species,  (25  inches)  and  has  no  red  wing-patch. 
Its  general  colour  above  is  verditer  blue  passing  into  black  on  the 
crest  and  nape;  chest  pale  green,  abdomen  and  rest  of  under  surfai;e 
rufous  brown. 

Schizorhis  africana.    VARIEGATED  TURACO. 
Range.     West  Africa,  Senegambia  to  Congo.  (H.L.) 
This  species  is  extremely  common  in  Gambia  and  differs  from 
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its  relations  in  being-  a  plainly  coloured  bird,  though  in  general  shajie 
and  actions  it  resembles  them. 

The  crown  is  brown,  the  nape  feathers  elongated  to  form 
a  crest,  the  feathers  of  which  are  narrowly  bordered  with  white; 

the  upper  parts  are  brownish  grey,  streaked  with  dai'ker ;  ((uills 
black  with  a  concealed  white  wing-patch.  The  tail  has  ihe  two 
central  feathers  brown  at  the  bases  and  black  towards  the  ends, 
the  others  entirely  black  barred  with  brown;  the  under  surfaces 
of  all  are  black.  Throat  reddish  brown,  remainder  of  under  parts 
dirty  white  streaked  with  brown;  under  surface  of  wings  black 
with  a  central  white  patch.  Iris  brown;  beak  yellow,  legs  dark 
brown.    Length  17  inches. 

The  "Kowkow"  is  one  of  the  birds  which  one  sees  practically 
every  day  in  any  part  of  the  Protectorate.  They  spend  most  of 
their  time  and  get  most  of  their  food  (wild  fruits  and  berries  as  well 
as  insects)  among  the  upper  branches  of  the  trees.  They  go  about 
in  pairs  and  ai)pear  to  remain  matcid  all  through  the  year  and  I 
think  keep  to  the  same  nest,  (a  flat  structure  of  sticks  in  a  tall 
tree)  from  year  to  year,  merely  adding  to  and  repairing  it  when 
necessary.  About  May,  when  the  breeding  season  is  imminent,  the 
courtship  of  a  pair  is  a  frequent  evening  sight.  The  two  are  perched 
on  the  highest  branch  of  some  bare  tree  preening  and  fondling  one 

another;  suddenly  the  cock  takes  a  short  flight  upwards  and  hovei-.s — 
looking  when  in  the  air  exactly  like  one  of  those  Chinese  bird- 
kites — over  his  mate,  who  sits  entranced  with  outspread  wings  and 
tail  gazing  up  at  him,  till  he  suddenly  closes  his  wings  and  drops  on 
to  the  branch  beside  her  to  continue  his  caresses,  and  then  after 
a  short  interval  to  repeat  the  performance,  hovering  over  her  and 

returning  again  and  again  till  the  sudden  dai-kness  of  the  Tropics 
comes  on,  or  any  disturbing  element  occurs. 

As  additions  to  the  pot  they  are  regarded  iiuitc  highly  by 
the  natives,  and  indeed,  in  default  of  anything  better,  are  by  no 
means  unpalatable,  though  their  flesh  is  rather  dry  and  uninteresting, 
and  only  suitable  for  soups  or  stews. 

In  March  this  year  a  slightly-winged  "Kowkow"  was  given 
to  me,  which  I  brought  home  on  my  return  and  which  is  jiow 
in  the  Zoo. 

To  he  continued. 

A  Holiday  in  the  West  Indies. 

By   A.  SUTCLIFFB. 

( continued  from   paye  214.) 

Since  penning  the  last  instalment,   I  reg-ret  to  say  I 
have  lost  the  cock  Blue  Tanager;  he  commenced  to  fail  almost 
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immediately  the  young  birds  died,  and  this  probably  was 
the  cause  of  their  death. 

After  leaving  Georgetown  by  the  Inter-colonial  steamer, 
we  next  called  at  Grenada,  a  most  charming  little  Island, 
situated  north  of  Trhiidad,  witli  a  fine  natural  harl)our,  ail 
surrounded  witli  mountains,  which  are  clad  with  Cocoa  Trees, 

tlii'  and  Sugar  Cane  being  the  chief  industries  and  employ- 
ment in  the  Island.  On  landing  I  sent  my  small 

collection  up  to  the  Home  Hotel,  and  "  fell  on  my  feet  " 
immediately,  as  the  manageress  turned  out  to  be  a  lover  of 

birds,  and  she  was  very  kind  in  helping  me  to  feed  and  clean 

my  birdt  out  every  morning.  Here  we  soon  made  friends, 

tliiough  the  introduction  of  my  friend's  agent  Mr.  Slinger, 
which  latter  gentleman  introduced  me  to  Mr.  De  Fretas,  now 
our  esteemed  member;  I  met  him  when  paying  a  visit 
to  his  Sugartvuic  Estate.  He  soon  found  out  that  [  was  a 
lover  of  birds,  and  he  kindly  showcul  me  his  various  and 

many  pels,  which  were  all  most  beautifully  ke])t,  a  whole 
farmstead  being  practically  devoted  to  nothing  else  ))ut  his 

hobbies,  which  consist  of;  a  herd  of  Horned  >Sheep,  prize 

Chickens,  Ducks,  Pheasants,  Guinea  Fowl,  Pigeons,  Deer,  and 
other  delightful  creatures,  all  well  housed  and  cared  for.  A 
striking  feature  of  the  farm,  was  the  fine  Bullocks  employed 
in  the  Cane  fields,  huge  fellows,  with  horns  five  or  sjx  feet 
across,  and  as  sharp  pointed  as  a  lance.  Mr.  Dc  Freitas  very 

kindly  asked  my  friend  and  self  to  lunch  with  him,  and  after- 
wards we  talked  about  birds  and  chose  a  site  for  an  aviary  in 

his  garden. 

The  Birds  I  noticed  chiefly  in  this  Island  were  large 

black  Starlings,*  with  a  fhie  liold  glassy  eye,  these  seemed  to 
hang  about  the  stables  and  farm  yards  feeding  on  grain, 
going  into  the  manger  whilst  the  horse  was  feeding.  The 

Rice  Sparrow  is  also  very  common,  a  bird  about  the  same  size 

and  shape  of  our  sparrow,  but  blue  with  a  red  throat  patch 

and  ear  coverts;  the  hen  is  nut  brown,  with  the  red  markings 

le.ss  defined.  Another  bird  I  noticed,  was  the  Pipperie,  a  small 
bird  not  unlike  a  hen  Blackcap,  but  a  trille  larger;  this  bird 

is  the  terror  of  the  "  John  Crow  "  which  inhabits  most  of  the 

*Quiscalus  luminosus. 
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Islands  in  the  West  Indies,  it  chases  it  on  every  ocoasion 
driving  its  little  sharp  beak  into  the  lower  ventral  organ,  and 

so  persecuting  the  "  John  Crow,"  that  he  will  go  anywhere  to 
shake  ofT  his  pursuer. 

I  caught  three  of  the  Starlings,  by  making  a  noose  of 
cotton,  and  placing  some  corn  on  the  ground,  and  when  the 
birds  stepped  into  the  noose  I  pulled  and  so  managed  to 
secure  two  hens  and  a  cock. 

The  bathing  at  this  Island  was  very  fine,  and  one  can 
see  the  sponges  growing  on  the  bottom.  The  niggers  dive  for 
these  with  a  knive  in  their  mouth,  they  cut  the  sponge  off 
close  by  the  rock,  and  then  stick  the  knife  in  the  top  of  the 
sponge  in  order  to  bring  it  to  the  surface,  the  knife  being 

far  too  sharp  to  touch  with  the  bare  hand.  I  think  if  our 

readers  notice  they  will  find  that  nearly  every  sponge  they 
purchase  has  a  cut  in  the  top,  and  this  is  the  reason;  the 
sponge  is  then  buried  in  the  sand  to  kill  it,  licfore  curing. 

We  now  sailed  for  the  Island  of  Trinidad,  the  avifauna 

of  which  is  a  very  varied  one,  some  of  the  most  beautiful 

birds  are  found  in  this  Island.  I  spent  some  enjoyable  days 
watching  them  feeding,  quarrelling  and  singing.  The  task  of 
descriliing  more  than  a  very  small  percentage  of  thorn  ,is 
quite  beyond  me.  I  may  say  in  passing  that  the  true  Thrushes, 
Ant  Thrushes,  American  Warblers,  Grackles,  Tyrants.  Cotingas, 

Humming  Birds,  Mocking  Birds,  Kingfishers,  Motmots,  Trogons, 

Woodpeckers,  Toucans,  Jacamars,  and  many  other  desiral)le 
birds  are  found  in  great  variety,  I  was  primarily  interested 
in  those  I  intended  to  try  to  take  home  alive,  such  as  Finches, 

Tanagers,  Sugar  Birds  and  the  like.  E.xcept  at  .Jamaica  and 
Grenada  where  any  open  attempt  to  catch  or  l)uy  birds  was 

a  very  risky  business,  we  did  not  make  a  sufficiently  long 

halt  to  admit  of  my  attempting  trapping  expeditions,  and 
before  I  made  any  attempt  here,  I  spent  some  time  looking 
fo!  tlic  most  likely  places,  and  noting  where  liirds  were 

feeling,  and  I  can  now  quite  un'lcrstaiid  why  partiriilar  birds 
reach  us  in  such  quantities,  for  in  .taiu'c  the  Violet  Euphonia 
is  fo:i;!  of  ])errie;,  which  grow  on  low  bushes,  and  is  ,in 
consequence  easily  limed.  The  Blue  and  Palm  Tanagers  can 

be  seen  in  large  numbers  running  woodpecker-like  on  the 

trunks   of  large  trees  covered  with  lichen  or  "  old  man's 
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beard,"  which  grows  like  seaweed  on  i\w  trunks;  they  are 
cafchiiig  the  tree  ants,  large  red  ants  whieh  make  their 
nests  in  trees,  and  pass  up  and  down  tlie  trunks  in  regular 

paths  al)Out  an  inch  wide,  the  Blue  and  Palm  Tanagers  pass 
up  and  down  also  catching  these  insects.  The  Black  Tanager 
is  very  common  all  over  the  Island.  I  caught  a  hen  in  a 
very  peculiar  way.  While  watching  some  Manakins  feeding  on 
green  berries  about  the  size  of  hazel  nuts,  growing  on  quite  a 
large  tree;  I  noticed  a  hen  Black  Tanager,  fly  straight  at  a 
fruit  similar  in  shape  to  and  about  the  size  of  a  William  pear, 

the  skin  of  which  is  tough,  and  the  inside  very  acid,  she  evi- 
dently used  too  much  force,  for  her  bill  and  forepart  of  her  head 

was  imbedded  in  the  fruit;  in  a  very  few  seconds  when  I  saw 
the  fix  she  was  in  I  had  secured  both  her  and  the  fruit,  and 

after  removing  the  fruit  I  was  surprised  to  find  the  feathers  at 
the  base  of  the  beak  were  still  abhering  to  the  fruit.  I  made  a 

note  of  the  name  of  this  nice-looking,  but,  bitter  fruit  and  regret 
having  mislaid  it.  This  particular  bird  is  now  in  my  aviary. 
What  is  really  required  for  catching  birds  here  is  a  i^urse 
net;  if  one  of  these  nets  say  15  feet  square  on  poles,  and 

guy  ropes  were  fixed  (juite  near  one  of  the  ti'ccs  or  l)erry 
bushes  on  which  I  have  seen  upwards  of  one  hundred 
Tanagers,  Manakins,  etc.,  feeding,  all  that  would  be  required 
would  be  to  fire  a  gun  or  even  throw  a  stick  or  other 
missile  at  the  tree  on  the  other  side,  and  I  have  no  hesitation 

in  saying  that  they  could  be  so  caught  unhurt  by  tlie  score; 
as  it  is  they  are  limed,  the  trees  are  very  thick,  and  the 

branches  being  very  close,  the  natives  can  easily  climii  the 
trees,  and  lime  them,  their  captures  are  either  put  in  a 
bag,  and  hung  round  their  necks,  or  in  their  pockets.  I  watdied 

one  nigger  catch  five  Desmarest's  Tanagers  (CaUidc  dcs- 
m,arcsti).  Two  of  them  were  crushed  to  death,  one  had  a 

broken  wing,  and  another  had  a  broken  leg,  either  wilii  rough 

handling  when  removing  the  lime  or  being  cruslicd  wlien 

descending  the  tree.  The  other  appeared  to  be  all  right  Imt 
was  dead  the  next  morning.  The  Desmarest  is  a  very  handsome 
species,  being  of  a  beautiful  grass  green,  with  wings  and  nape 
washed  with  golden -green;  the  head  is  rich  rufous -chestnut: 
inner  webs  of  wing  primaries,  and  quills,  and  also  the  tail 
feathers,  excepting  the  two  outer  ones,  bronzy-l)rown ;  l)ill 
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horn -coloui';  legs  and  feet  l)lackish.  This  species  is  known  to 
Britisii  aviculture,  Mr.  A.  Pum  presenting  living  specinions 

to  the  London  Zoo  in  February  1908  (vide  "  Dird  Xoivs," 
Vol.   Ml.   p.  23). 

I  had  one  day  at  liming  with  a  genllcnian  resident  in  Trin- 
idad. We  made,  a  few  captures,  one  of  wliicli  was  a  very  beauti- 

ful Tanagei',  the  Yellow-bellied  (C'«7//«<r  /la  ri rriifri.'i) .  I  u  sed  too 
much  of  the  native  lime  and  spoiled  the  plumage  of  some  of 
my  captures  removing  it;  this  particular  bird  was  minus  tlie 

pi-imaries  of  one  wing  and  two-thirds  of  its  tail  (the  adhesive 
quality  of  this  lime  is  no  doubt  responsible  for  so  many 

Tanagers  arriving  in  this  country  so  thinly  clad);  his  feathers 
have  since  grown  and  he  is  a  very  fine  bird,  and  probably  the 
only  one  in  this  country  at  the  present  time 

[I  am  of  the  opinion  that  this  bird  is  the  sub-species 
vieilloti  as  this  is  common  to  Trinidad.  Dr.  P.  Tj.  Sclater, 

comments  a§  follows  in  the  "  B.M.C.  Vol.  xi.":  — 

"  111  former  writings  I  have  kept  a  form  of  this  specie.s  distinct 
"  as  C.  vieilloti;  but  tiie  diflereuee  (consisting  merely  in  the 
"deeper  tinge  of  the  yellow-belly)  is  so  slight  that  I  liave  now 
"  united  the  two  forms  as  sub  species." 

There  are  really  three  species  and  one  sub-species  very 
nearly  alike,  which  possibly  I  had  better  quote. 

Braziliensis — belly  white. 

Flaviventris — belly  pale  yellow,  bend  of  wing  thalassinc 
l)lue;  sub-species  vieilloti — belly  deeper  yellow,  bend  of  wing 
bright  blue. 

Bolivianu—helly  pale  yellow,  bend  of  wing  bright  blue. 

Our  esteemed  member  Mr.  E.  W.  Harper-  presented  a 
specimen — said  to  be  C.  flaviventris — to  the  London  Zoo  in 
Juh  190G.  If  correctly  defined  this  was  the  first  sjiecimen 
of  this  species  to  reach  this  country  alive,  but  I  made  it  out 
to  be  C.  brasilieusis,  for  the  belly  was  white  during  the  whole 

of  its  life  at  the  Zoo— however,  it  still  remains  on  the  Zoo 

list  a.':  C.  flaviventris. 

The  Yellow-bellied  Tanager  (C.  flaviventris)  is  a  ];eautiful 
species  indeed — the  upper  surface  is  black,  with  the  forehead, 
front  of  cap,  sides  of  head,  margins  of  larger  wing-coverts  and 
rump  bright  blue;  smaller  upper  wing-eoverts  shining  tur- 

quoise-blue; under  surface  of  body  bright  blue,  varied  with 
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black  on  the  throat  and  sides  of  body;  middle  of  aliilonioii  and 

ventral  region  pale  sulphur-yellow;  bill  black;  legs  and  feet 
dark  brownish-black—  v/>z7/o<i  only  differs  in  having  the  middle 

of  abdomen  a  deeper  shade  of  yellow. — Ed. J 
I  caught  amongst  others  two  Manakins  (Chiroif/arharris 

manacus)  which  are  locally  called  the  Washerwoman;  one  died 

before  I  sailed,  and  the  other  on  the  way  home;  they  iK.'long 
to  the  family  Pipridce,  and  live  on  fruit  and  insects. 

The  Black  and  White  Manakin  is  a  very  handsome 

species,  the  plumage  being  silken  and  glossy.  Forehead,  top 
of  head,  nape,  and  tail  lilack;  the  wings  and  tail  being 

more  or  less  variegated  with  bronzy-brown;  rump  dark  grey; 
under  surface  and  neck  silky-white;  sides  of  body  and  ventral 
region  greyish-white;   bill  black;   legs  and  feet  orange. 

M.  B.  and  C.  W.  Beebe  in  "Our  Search  for  a  Wilder- 

ness "  make  the  following  note  concerning  the  White-breasted 
Manakin :  — 

"  the  White -breasted  (Manacus  manacus  vurnacns  Linn.),  is  lihick 
"  and  white,  and  the  four  outer  feathers  of  the  wing  are  very 
"  narrow  and  curved.    These  are  the  strings  upon  which  he  play.s 
"  an  ̂ olian  song  of  love,  for  every  time  he  takes  to  flight  a  loud 
"  humming  sound  is  produced.    The  females  are  dull  olive  in  colour 

.    Sometimes  three  suitors  would  buzz  and  hum  together 

'"  about  one  of  these  sombre  little  ladles  in  the  gloom  of  tlie  gorge." 
From    the    "  Cambridge   Natural    History  "    (Birds')    I  quote 

the  following:  — 

"  Cldromachaeris  makes  a  sound  like  a  whip  cracking,  followed 
by  a  continuous  rattle— possibly  caused  by  the  wings;  but  that 

"  noise  was  peculiar  to  the  genus,  the  usual  cry  beuig  loud  and 
"  whistling.  Fruits  of  all  sorts,  especially  berries  and  seeds,  and 
"  occasionally  insects,  form  the  food.  Chiromacheris  manacus  and 
"  Chiroxiphia  caudaia  hang  loose,  shallow  nests  of  grass—  tlie 
"latter  with  slight  additions  of  wool,  hair,  tendrils  and  leaves  — 
"from  the  forks  of  low  shrubs;  the  two  eggs  being  reddish—or 
"  yellowish-white,  tlnckly  blotched  with  red  or  brown." 

Newton  in  his  dictionary  of  birds  says:  — 

"  Manakin  from  the  Dutch  word  Manaken  aiiiilicd  to  certain 
"  small  birds,  a  name  apparently  introduced  into  English  by 
"  Edwards  (Nat.  His.  Birds,  p.  21)  in  or  about  174.3,  since  which 
"  time  it  has  been  accepted  generally,  and  is  now  used  for  those 
"  which  from  the  family  l^ipridea  of  modern  ornithologists,  Ih.o 
"  Manakins  are  peculiar  to  Neotropical  Regions,  and  are  naid 
"to  ha\c  ma;iy  habits  of  the  Pipridea  (Titmouse),  living,  says 
"  Swainson,  in  deep  forests  associating  in  small  bands,  and  keeping 
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"continuously  in  motion,  l)ut,  feeding  almost  wholly  on  liu;  large 
"  soft  l)crries  of  the  dilTei'ent  kinds  of  Mclo.sihjVKi .  However, 
"  a,-)  with  most  other  South  American  ])asserine  birds,  Jiltlc  is 
"  really  known  of  their  mode  of  life  and  it  is  certain  tli  it  the 
"  pipridac  have  no  othei-  afTinity  to  piridae,  l)nt  ])elong  to  the 
"  other  great  division  of  the  Order  Passei'cs  to  whi;'h  Oarrod 
"  assigned  the  name  Mesomi/odf.  The  Man'ikins  are  nearly  all 
"  birds  of  gay  appearance,  generally  exhibiting  rich  tin's  of  l)lue, 
"  crimson,  scarlet,  orange,  or  yellow  in  combination  with  chestnut, 
'■  deep  black,  black  and  white,  or  olive  green,  ani  among  the 
"  most  obvious  characteristics  are  their  short  bill  and  feeble  feet, 
"of  which  the  outer  toe  is  united  to  tlie  middle  toe  for  a  good 
"  part  of  its  length." 

To  be  continued. 

The  Breeding  of  Stanley  Parrakeets  &  other  Notes. 

By  J.  Smith  (Kendal). 

St.\nlky  Parrakeets  (Platyccrcus  i^teroth:).  It  is  with 
much  pleasure  that  I  am  at  last  able  to  record  a  success  with 
this  lieautiful  species  after  many  disappointments.  Two  very 
strong  young  birds  have  now  left  the  nest  and  are  quite 
strong  on  the  wing  and  quite  able  to  fend  for  tliemselves. 
They  have  been  out  of  the  nest  for  three  weeks  and  though 

I  (^anno:  exactly  say  when  tliey  were  hatched  I  believe  them 
to  be  about  eight  weeks  old.  They  are  almost  as  large  as 

their  parents,  fully  feathered  with  fine  long  tails,  and  are  a 
very  line  and  vigorous  pair  of  young  birds. 

In  plumage  l)oth  young  birds  are  very  similar,  being 

dark  green  on  the  Ijack;  breast  red,  variegated  with  slate- 
colour;  in  other  respects  they  resemble  their  female  parent. 
I  have  no  doubt  but  what  they  are  a  true  i)air  as  one  of 
them  is  much  more  red  than  the  other  and  the  contour  of  its 

head  i-  similar  to  that  of  the  male  parent,  while  the  other 

young  bir'd  in  this  respect  resembles  its  mother. 
I  may  say  that  while  the  young  were  in  the  nest  they 

were  fed  entirely  by  the  hen,  but  as  soon  as  they  wen;  in 
the  open  the  cock  was  most  assiduous  in  attending  to  the 
wants  of  his  family. 

I  supplied  them  with  canary,  white  millet,  and  lu>mp 
seed  (they  are  very  fond  of  hemp  seed),  also  oats,  dandelion 
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leaves,  rip(>  fruit,  such  as  grapes,  strawl)erri(!s,  ]'aspl)('rrics, 
etc.,  and  ;i  little  biscuit  and  stale  bread,  but  they  did  not 

seem  to  care  for  the  latter  much  and  take  but  little  of  it. 

Saffron  Finches  (Sycalis  flaveola):  I  have  also  got 

a  bi'ood  of  young  Saffrons  which  have  left  the  nest  and  are 

doing  well.  In  the  same  aviary,  which  is  of  a  fair  size,  I 

have  pairs  each  of  White  Java  Sparrows,  Yellow  Budgerigars, 

Grey-headed  Love  birds,  Cut-throats,  and  Zel)ra  Finches,  none 

of  which  have  reared  any  young;  though  any  amount  of  nest 

construction  has  been  going  on  the  whole  season. 
CiKNKUA].  NoTFis:  I  uuich  fear  I  have  a  very  bad 

tempered  crew,  for  I  was  obliged  to  remove  the  Black-faced 
Love  birds,  while  the  Stanleys  were  incubating  or  the  cock 

Stanley  would  have  killed  them*.  The  male  Cockateel  also 
had  to  be  removed  for  he  chased  and  bullied  the  Stanley  to  such 
an  extent  that  he  had  no  chance  to  feed  the  sitting  hen. 

My  Rosellas  to  my  great  disappointment  have  not  nested, 
though  they  cleaned  out  a  log,  then  the  hen  turned  nasty  and 
would  not  let  the  cock  come  near  her.  Last  year  two  eggs 

were  laid,  but  deserted  after  being  incul)ated  for  fourteen 

days.  Possil)Iy  tliey  had  too  nuicli  company,  and  so  as  to  leave 

the  Stanleys  to  nest  hi  peace  I  had  to  turn  the  Many -colours 
and  Cockateels  into  their  enclosure. 

In  spite  of  the  lack  of  breeding  success  witli  tiie  species 
named  tiiey  all  are  in  splendid  health  and  their  ])lumage  is 
beautifully  tight  and  silken.  I  must  hope  for  greater  success 
next  season. 

Rearing  of  a  Hybrid  Red-crested  x  Green  Cardinal. 

(Paioaria   cucullata   x   Giibernatrix  rristuia). 

By  Andkew  TFalkkk,  M.  A.,  B.  Sc.,  M.  D. 

I  see  in  "  Bird  Notes  ",  July  9th,  a  note  to  the  effect 
thai  a  cross  between  lled-crested  Cardinal  and  Green  Cardinal 
has  been  produced  this  summer  for  the  lirst  time.  As  a  inatter 

of  fact  that  happened  in  my  aviaries  a  year  ago  and  I  still 
have  the  bird.  Mr.  Millsuni  and  Mr.  Teschemaker  both  were 

aware  of  this,  but  I  deferred  writing  an  account  of  the  bird, 

♦Quite  normal  while  nesting. — Ed. 
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as  I  hoped  tliat  after  the  moult  tliis  year  (he  record  would 
thei!  be  more  complete,  and  its  scicutilic  interest  was  all 

that  concerned  iiu'.  Briefly  the  history  was  this.  I  had  a 
male  Red-ci'esled  and  a  female  Green  which  had  each  lost 

theii'  mate  during  the  winter,  and  which  were  in  an  aviary 
with,  a  lot  of  odd  birds — Rosy  Pastor,  two  Hangnests,  a  Scarlet 
and  a  Brown  Tanager,  etc.  One  day  seeing  the  Red-crested 
Cardinal  picking  up  a  few  twigs  and  more  with  the  idea  of 
giving  them  something  to  do  than  with  any  thought  of  breeding, 
I  hung  up  the  basket  hilt  of  a  single  stick  in  the  aviary  and 

threw  in  a  handful  of  twigs  and  hay.  Straightway  a 'nest  was 
constructed  and  one  egg  laid.  Having  some  visitors  at  the 
time  I  paid  no  more  heed  to  them  other  than  to  ask  my  )nan 

if  there  were  any  more  eggs,  and  as  thei'e  wer'e  none,  and 
the  female  never  seemed  to  be  on  the  nest  I  concluded  the 

birds  were  entirely  satisfied  with  what  they  had  already  ac- 
complished. At  the  end  of  a  fortnight  I  asked  my  man  to 

fetch  the  egg  for  preservation  but  he  found  the  egg  chipped 
and  a  live  bird  ready  to  escape  from  it .  For  the  lirst  few  days 
I  j:) laced  a  few  small  caterpillars  in  a  box  beside  the  nest. 

This  was  followed  by  live  ants'  eggs  and  frcsli  wasp  grubs. 
Th(!  latter  were  eagerly  taken  by  the  parent  birds  and  the 
young  one  was  reared  on  them  till  it  left  the  nest,  after 

which  it  had  the  I'un  of  the  aviary  foods  though  it  seemed 
still  to  prefer  wasp  grubs  and  soft  mealworms.  Tt  grew  to 
be  larger  and  seemingly  more  powerful  than  either  parent, 
but  from  the  artistic  standpoint  its  plumage  during  the  first 

year  has  been  disappointing— there  being  scarce  a  vestige 
of  the  colour  of  either  parent.  During  winter  I  made  a 

careful  note  of  the  plumage  which  is  as  follows:  — 

Forehead  and  front  of  chest— black,  each  feather  tipped  and 
edged  brownish  red. 

Sides  of  Crest  n 

Hinder  part  of  Crest  [  rusty  brown,  tin<?ed  greenish  in  some  Hghts. 
Hind  head 

Supra-orbital— broad   reddish  streak. 
Sides  of  Head  1         ,  , 

Backof  Head)  '-"^^^^^^'"^"- Sides  of  neck  liehind  the  ear  coverts  .shaded  olive  n;rcen. 
From  lower  angle  of  mouth  extending  backwards  and  down- 

ward-; a  whitish  patch  spotted  with  black. 
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Chin,   neck,   and   npiier   breast, —reddish  lii'own. 
Lower  chest  and  abdomen — gi-eyish  tiiifjed  wi!h   pa'.c  bniwn, 

the  feiither.s  having  central  dark  streaks. 

Sides   of  body— fawn   becoming'  dark   ?^rey   [jnstctioi-ly . 
Under  tail  coverts — dirty  white  faintly  tinj^cd  fawn. 
Back — greyish  brown . 
Wing  coverts  and  (lights -dark  brown  to  black,  edited  lighter 

brown  or  fawn. 
Tail — brownish  black. 
Thighs — greyish  white. 
Legs  and  feet — grey  blue. 
Iris — brown. 

When  I  left  home  it  seemed  to  have  commenced  moult- 

ing. The  egg  was  large  for  the  size  of  bird  and  was  spotted 
and  coloured  similarly  to  that  of  the  Chaffinch . 

Book  Notices  and  Reviews. 

Canaries,  Hybrids,  and  British  Birds  in  Cage  and  Aviary.— 
Cassell  and  Co.,  in  monthly  parts,  7d.  net. 

Part  VI. — A  more  than  usually  interesting  part;  the  chaptej- 
on  "  Hatching  and  Bearing  "  is  completed  and  a  chapter  on  "  The 
Canary's  Plumage  and  moulting  "  is  commenced.  The  half-tone  and 
text  illustrations  are  excellent  and  practical,  and  among  many  others 
(ve  may  mention  Breeding  Cages,  Flight  Cages,  Utensils.  Rirdrooms, 
and  full  page  plates  of  Sparrows  and  Lizard  Canaries.  The  frontis- 

piece is  a  coloured  plate  of  Lancashire  Canaries,  figuring  the  BuIT 
Plainhead  and  Yellow  Coppy  varieties. 

[Wc  regret  having  to  hold  over  several  reviews  till  next 
issue. — Eu.y. 

Editorial. 

The  Ms^azine.— We  would  draw  the  special  attention  of 
all  to  the  letter  signed  E.  B.  H.  in  Correspondence  columns, 
referring  to  Magazine  articles.  While  perhaps  tlie  statements 

arc  a  little  too  sweeping,  yet  the  fact  remains  Ihai'  the  wrilcr 
raise:!  an  important  issue,  specially  so  in  a  Society  like  the 
F.  B.  C,  which  month  by  month  is  receiving  a  steady  acces.sion 
to  its  numbers,  the  majority  of  whom  are  not  established 
aviculturists,  but  are  comparatively  recent  adherents  to  the 
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fascinating  hol>l)y  of  Foreign  Bird  Keeping.    We  would  re- 
spectfully urge  that  the  following  details  be  given  as  fully 

as  possible  in  all  contributions  to  our  pages:  — 
Whether  kept  in  cage  or  aviary,  and  if  the  latter,  whether 

it  contains  living  shrubs,  trees,  etc. 

Diet  and  treatment  under  normal  conditions,  and  if  a  breeding 
record  the  food  the  young  were  reared  on. 

All  breeding  records  should  seek  to  give  the  following  details — 
Colour  of  eggs  (this  can  often  be  obtained  by  watching 
for  the  ejected  shells  after  incubation  is  complete)  and 
number  of  clutch. 

Period  of  incubation. 

Methods  of  feeding  the  young,  with  their  dietary. 
Age  at  which  the  fledgelings  leave  the  nest. 

Nestling  plumage — Age  and'  manner  f)y  which  adult  p'lumage is  attained. 

We  should  also  esteem  it  highly  if  contril)utors  residing 

abroad  who  kindly  supply  us  with  "  Field  Notes  "  of  the 
birds  of  their  locality,  would  give  the  diet  of  the  species 

they  descril)e  in  their  native  haunts,  and  also  the  diet  they 
have  found  successful  with  any  of  the  species  which  they 
have  kept  in  captivity. 

We  are  fully  aware  tliat  many  contriljutors  fear  re- 

peating themselves — we  think  this  fear  may  well  be  dis- 
missed, and  the  fact  admitted  that  articles  cannot  he  loo 

cowprehcnsive. 
Our  member  E.  B.  H.  is  evidently  biinging  foiward 

felt  need,  and  we  are  assured  that  if  our  contributors  will 

only  keep  the  above  facts  before  them  when  penning  their 
articles,  the  scientific  value  of  our  records  will  be  materially 
increased,  and,  also  the  mutual  help  rendered  will  be  greatly 
enhanced. 

We  claim  B.  N.  to  be  a  Live  Journal,  and  for  this 

to  be  maintained,  each  issue  must  be  equally  interesting  and 
useful  to  the  beginner  as  to  the  advanced  aviculturist;  and  for 

this  to  be  the  case  ive  feel  that  each  article  should  he  sufficient- 
ly comprehensive  to  enahle  heginners  to  procure  the  species, 

and  if  hitherto  unknown  to  them  find  sufficient  data  to  success- 
fully keep  it. 

At  the  same  time  we  claim  tiiat  "  Bird  Notes  "  does  teem 
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with  coniprc'lu'iisivo  articles,  but  tliere  is  a  (iaiigci-  tliat  wi  iterH 
may  considci-,  what  are  called  elementary  details  to  I)e  un- 

necessary—this is  certainly  a  mistake. 
We  would  draw  attention  to  two  articles  of  general 

interest . 

\()ls    III  and  The  Food  of  Birds  in  Captivity.  By 
H.  U.  Fiiw.MER,  the  Founder  of  the  Club. 

\  ol.  VI.  F'eeding  and  Acclimatising  Foreign  Birds.  By 
W.  T.  Page. 

These  volumes  are  in  stock  and  can  Be  obtained  from 

the  publisher  by  those  who  iiave  joined  the  club  smce  their 

issue.  Further  a  set  of  "  Bird  Notes  "  may  be  well  considered 
a  Vadc  mccum  on  all  phases  of  Bird  Keeping  and  Breeding. 

Green  fOOdS.^There  seems  a  need  for  a  few  notes  upon 
this  subject,  at  least  they  are  asked  for.  Among  our  members 
there  will  I  expect  be  much  difference  of  opinion.  We  incline 
to  the  opinion  that  it  is  wholesome  all  the  year  round  when 
it  car.  be  procured  fresh,  but  it  should  never  be  given  when 

tainted  with  frost  or  sodden  with  wet.  As  to  wliat  to  give — 
in  the  summer  the  range  is  a  very  wide  one,  but  seeding  or 

flowei'ing  gi'ass  stands  foremost  for  most  foreigners  and  is 
very  largely  appreciated  by  many  indigenous  species  too; 

all  the  following  may  be  given,  though  I  have  not  found  Shep- 

herd's Purse  to  l)e  much  appreciated  by  foreign  species:  — 
chickweed,  groundsel,  dandelion  (leaves  and  flowers),  plantain, 

teazel-head,  thistle-heads,  lettuce  and  almost  any  non-poisonous 
garden  and  hedge -row  weeds.  During  the  winter  months  the 
mainstay  will  be  tender  lettuce,  commonly  know  as  French 
lettuce,  this  is  tender  and  succulent  and  much  appreciated 

by  most  species  of  birds,  and  canary,  rape  and  millet  seed  sown 
in  pots  or  pans  and  supplied  to  the  birds  when  two  or  three 
inches  high.  A  little  ripe  fruit  is  appreciated  by  nearly  all 
species  of  birds  throughout  the  year. 

Red-whi^kered  BulbulS,  etc.— Our  esteemed  member 
Dr.  M.  Amsler  has  lieen  successful  in  rearing  a  brood  of 
this  species,  really  an  uncommon  event,  for  they  were  only 
bred  for  the  first  time  in  this  country  last  year  by  our 
esteemed  member  Mr.  W.  E.  Teschemaker. 

Dr.  Amsler  has  also  had  reared  in  his  aviaries  broods 

of  Siberian  Bullfinches,  Pelzeln's    Saffron  Finches,  Chinese 
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Quails,  Common  Avadavats,  and  three  broods  of  Parrot  Finches, 

and  Gold-breasted  Waxbills  are  incubating.  He  kindly  promises 
us  an  account  of  thcie  successes  for  a  later  issue. 

To  Contributors — We  regret — even  with  a  heavy  issue 
— tliat  we  have  had  to  divide  several  articles  and  hold  over 

infeiT^ting  Correspondence,  Book  Reviews,  etc.,  till  next  issue. 

Potato  Disease.— The  Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries 
desire  to  rt'niind  growers  of  potatoes  that  it  is  their  duty 
under  the  Destructive  Insects  and  Pests  Order  of  1910  ,to 
report  to  the  Board  all  outlireaks  of  Wart  Disease,  otherwise 

known  as  Black  Scab  of  potatoes,  Cauliflower  Disease, 

Fungus,"  etc.,  in  counti(>-s  in  which  no  ofRi/cr  has  as  yet 
l)een  appointed  by  the  Local  Authority  to  ret-eive  reports.  The 
penalty  for  neglecting  to  report  disease  is  £10. 

The  presence  of  disease  should  be  again  reported  this 
year  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  it  may  liave  existed  and 
been  reported  last  year. 

A  leaflet  descril)ing  the  disease  may  be  obtained  pn 
application  to  the  Secretary,  Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries, 
4,  Whitehall  Place.  Letters  so  addressed  need  not  be  stamped. 

(Continued  m  inset). 

BRITISH  BIRDS. 

The  Rearing  of  Blue  Tits  for  Beginners. 

We  much  regret  that  in  this  article  by  Mrs.  E.  Warren 
Vernon,  two  paragraphs  towards  the  end  got  mixed  together 

hy  the  printers  when  making  up  into  pages,  thus  making  this 

portion  very  disconnected  {vide  pp.  203 — 4) — we  reprint  the 
two  paragraphs  as  a  correction. — Ed. 

Two  days  after,  while  the  cage  was  being  cleaned,  they 

both  slipped  out  through  a  tiny  hole  in  the  bottom,  and  though 

I  tried  for  a  long  time,  it  was  impossible  to  re -capture  the 
little  imps.  As  the  babies  were  much  younger  than  the  first 
lot,  and  wanted  feeding  oftener,  I  thought  I  would  try  an 

experiment,  so  I  took  them  upstairs  and  i)ut  tliem  into  the 

nest  with  the  six  older  birds.  It  was  a  stjuash,  but,  tho"  it  is 
verj'  surprising,  the  fact  remains,  that  dear  Maria  fed  tlic 
twelve  birds  right  away,  and  has  gone  on  doing  so  ever  since, 

and  they  begin  to  come  out  of  their  nest  now. 
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The  next  (lay  in  a  trap  cage  baiteel  with  iiu'alworni.s,  1 

caught  their  natural  mother,  so  I  took  her  up  ami  thougiit  she 

would  also  feed,  or  help  feed  her  own  l)aljies -iiol  a  oil  of 

it— 1  am  sure  she  is  a  suffragette,  she  called  to  them  once, 

ate  of  all  the  tit-bits,  and  left  them  severely  alone,  to  poor 

Maria;  I  therefore"  put  her  into  the  aviary  where  she  seems 

(piite  happy.  K.W  .V  . 
Unusual  Position  of  Nest  ou  Willow  Wkkn;,  The 

accompanying  photo  of  this  nest  under  the  thatch  of  a  summer 

house  in  my  garden  will  probably  interest  many  of  those 
interested  in  our  native  avifauna.  When  I  took  possession, 

the  brood  had  already  left  the  nest,  but  one  of  the  painters 

pointed  out  to  me  a  brood  of  young  Willow  Wrens  which 
were  being  fed  on  the  lawn  as  the  occupants  of  the  nest, 

while  they  (painters,  etc.)  were  doing  the  necessary  repairs 
to  the  house,  they  had  used  the  summer  house  to  take  their 

meals  in,  and  had  fed  the  old  Inrds,  and  watched  them  carry- 
ing food  to  their  family.  I  may  add  that  oven  if  T  had  not 

seen  the  birds  on  the  lawn  I  shouhl  have  accepted  his  informati(m, 

as  ho  proved  a  true  lover  of  our  nature  birds — also  a  skilful 
amateur  taxidermist,  and  gave  me,  very  intelligently,  much 
interesting  data  regarding  the  birds  of  the  district,  which  as 
he  occupies  a  cottage  in  close  vicinity  to  a  large  wood  he 

has  ample  oi)portunity  of  observing.  W.T.P. 

Correspondence. 

SENEGAL  X  TURTLE  DOVE  HYRRIDS. 

Siii — I  send  this  short  notice  in  the  hope  that  the  rearing 
of  a  hybrid  Senegal  x  Turtle  Dove  may  be  worth  recording. 

The  parents,  a  cock  Senegal  and  hen  Turtle  Dove,  were  both 

hatched  two  years  ago  in  my  aviary.  Tliey  mated  last  summei'  and 
laid  eggs,  whicli  were  iafcrtilc  In  the  autumn  the  Senegal  made 
himself  so  unpleasant  to  the  other  inmates  that  I  tiu'ned  him  loose. 
Ho  stayed  about  the  garden  and  came  every  day  foi'  food  and  to 
converse  with  the  Turtle.  In  spring  1  turned  lier  out  also  and 
they  presently  nested  and  sat  steadily  for  a  week,  till  a  Barbary 
Dove  tried  to  appropriate  the  nest  and  in  the  scrimmage  the  eggs 
were  thrown  out  and  broken.  The  pair  then  made  a  nest  in  the 
fork  ot  a  horse  chestnut  branch,  and  on  July  7th  hatched  one  young 

bird,  after  about  a  fortnight's  incubation,  the  cock  sitting  during  the 
day  and  the  hen  at  night. 
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When  the  young  one  was  a  week  old  it  was  iiidi.stinjruisliabh; 
from  a  Turtle  Dove  of  the  same  age.  Ten  days  later  I  noticed 

it  .sittiUf;-  on  the  bough  by  tlie  nest,  being  fed  by  butii  jiai'cnts. 
It  was  well  feathered,  bluish  grey  on  the  back  and  wings  and  wliiie 
undtineath.  I  suppose  my  inspection  annoyed  the  birds,  for  next 
morning  the  young  one  had  vanished  and  was  not  seen  again  till 
August  7th,  when  it  came  with  its  parents  to  be  fed.  It  was  fully 
Hedged  and  independent.  In  colour  it  resembled  the  Turtle  Dove, 
wings  mottled  with  brown,  white  tipped  tail  and  a  rudimentary 

■'  necklace."  Its  size  and  shape,  especially  about  the  head,  and  the 
full  black  eye  were  its  father's,  but  though  its  flight  was  strong  and 
rapid  it  had  not  the  whistling  sound  so  characteristic  of  Senegals. 
It  stil!  (August  14th)  comes  to  feed,  but  it  is  very  shy  and  wild 
and  its  parents  and  the  Barbary  Doves  have  begun  to  persecute  it. 
I  fully  expect  it  will  emigrate  in  the  autumn  and  probably  not  be 
seen  any  more. 

The  Senegal  is  very  anxious  to  go  to  nest  again,  but  I  do 

not  think  his  'wife  will  consent.  If  she  does,  I  will  remove  the 
young  one  before  it  can  fly,  and  put  it  in  the  aviary  for  a  time 
to  see  which  of  its  parents  it  finally  resembles. 

(Miss)   E.   F.  CHAWXEK. 
MAGAZINE  ARTICLES. 

Siu — I  have  been  a  member  of  your  society  for  a  few  years, 
and  like  many  other  members,  am  frequently  starting  new  kinds  of 
birds,  most  of  which  are  from  time  to  time  mentioned  in  .your 
Magazine.  But  there  is  one  thing  that  I  can  never  lind  in  IIicsl' 
articles:  and  that  is,  how  these  birds  are  fed.  Now  this  is  the 

gre.itest  consideration  for  a  beginner,  as  many  birds  are  lost  fi'om 
wrong  feeding  before  discovering  the  right  food  to  give  them, 
esjiecially  green  food;  what  kind  to  give,  and  when,  and  when  not 
to  give  it  them.  The  writers  of  these  articles,  having  kept  the 
birds  themselves,  and  in  many  cases  bred  from  them,  could  give 
beginners  most  valuable  information  on  these  most  necessary  points. 

E.  B.  H. 

The  writer  touches  u[)on  an  important  point,  for  we  are  con- 
tinuall>-  having  an  accession  of  new  members  and  such  details  are 
of  great  importance  and  will  greatiy  tend  to  increase  the  practical 

value  of  any  article,  and  1  sincerely  liope  membcu's  will  bear  this 
in  mind  when  writing  about  their  birds  and  recording  breeding 
results.  I  would  also  point  out  to  new  memliers  that  writers  fear 
repeating  themselves  somewhat  and  that  the  back  vols,  contain 
much  useful  data  upon  the  sul)jcct  the  above  writer  )-efers  to,  and 
that  they  will  also  materially  help  tlic  funds  of  tlie  Club  by  [jurchas- 
ing  the  same.-  Ed. 

GOULDIAN  FINCH  WITH  ABNORMAL  PLUMAGE. 

SiK— I  am  writing  about  a  Blacklieaded  Gouldian  F-'inch  (O). 
She  has  just  moulted  out  very  well  and  is  in  absolute  health,  but 
all  her  breast  has  turned  black,  also  the  blue  ring  on  the  top  of  her 
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head  ;uid  the  blue  on  hor  tail  have  alsi)  tvifiicd  black.  Tin;  i)hn'k 
extends  in  streaks  over  the  yellow  of  her  breast.  She  looks  altogether 
as  if  she  had  been  soiled  with  soot.  Would  you  tell  mc,  is  this 
uncommori  or  not?  The  two  cocks  with  her  have  moulted  out  into 
the  most  brilliant  colours  and  are  quite  normal,  so  it  cannot  be  the 
food.  She  is  in  a  large  cage  and  has  been  over  here  alxnit  four 
years,  hitherto  her  plumage  has  been  quite  normal.  These  are  the 
first  Gouldians  I  have  kept  and  I  should  be  glad  to  know  if  this  is 
usual.    The  bird  seems  perfectly  well  and  cheerful. 

(Miss)  Augusta  Bruce. 
There  is  considerable  variat)leness,  especially  about  the  head 

plumage  of  this  species.  Some  Black-heads  are  splashed  with  red 
and  some  Red -heads  similarly  splashed  with  black,  but  such  plumage 
as  that  recorded  above  is  quite  abnormal,  it  is,  however,  very  prob- 

able this  bird  will  revert  to  normal  plumage  at  the  next  moult.  If 

the  bird  lives  to  i)ass  through  anothei-  moult  I  hojie  Miss  Bi'uce  will 
send  a  record  of  the  plumage  for  publication. — Eu. 

Post-Mortem  Reports. 
Vide  Rules. 

For  replies  by  post,  a  fee  of  2s.  (id.  iintsi  lie  sent ;  tli/s  rule  ii-ill  nut  be  tirolccn 
under  any  condition. 

Post-Mortein  Reports  ran  onty  (ippeoi'  in  nc.rt  issue  toll  en  bodies  are  received 
by  Mr.  Gray  prior  to  the  31st  of  any  wontlt. 

It  irould  f/reatfy  help  me  to  elucidate  co)ita(/ioiis  di.'iea.'^es  in  birds  if  lupiubcrs 
of  F.B.C.  vere  in  seiidiwj  me  dead  birds  to  state  the  sonrce  they  obtainrd  the 
birds  from  and  inhen.    The  names  o  f  the  gellers  would  be  kept  a  secret. 

Two  Gouldian  Finches  (Rev.  John  M.  Patterson).  The  cause  of 
death  of  the  bird  showing  colour  was  pneumonia  ;  the  other  bird,  in  imma- 

ture plumage,  had  enteritis.  No  doubt  the  changeable,  wet,  or  chilly 
weather  had  something  to  do  with  their  illness.  Your  housing  and  feeding 
seem  quite  correct.  Pay  scrupulous  attention  to  the  ground  surface  of  the 
aviary,  especially  where  it  becomes  wet.  I  condole  with  you  on  your  loss, 
more  so  when  success  seemed  within  sight.  Gouldian  Finches  are  ver^- 
delicate  until  thuy  become  acclimatised  to  an  out-door  aviary  in  our  climate. 

Blue  Sugar  Bird  (the  Hon.  Mrs.  Bourke).  The  cause  of  deatli  was 

pneumonia.  The  mortality  has  been  fearful  in  the  newly  imported  Sugar 
Birds  and  Tanagers  One  should  be  chary  in  imrchnsing  fieslily  im]ioi-te(l 
birds  during  inclement  weather. 

Yellow  Budgerigar  ?  (Hay ward  W.  Mathias).  There  wns  cerebral 
congestion.  Most  pi(>b,ii)!y  the  bird  died  in  a  fit.  The  avary  was  not  in  an 
active  state  of  ovulation. 

Indigo  Bunting  s  (Dr.  Easton  Scott).  The  breast  bone  was  very 
prominent,  due  to  wasting  of  the  pectoral  muscles  and  indicating  the  bird 
had  been  ailing  some  time.  The  lungs  were  the  seat  of  inflammation  and  the 
inflamed  organ  was  consolidated,  which  is  quite  unusual  in  birds. 
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Nonpareil  <?  (Mrs.  ILu-tley,  Hastings).  The  breast  bone  was  very 
proiuiiient,  iiulioatiiii^  the  bird  had  been  ailing  for  some  time.  Its  lungs 
were  the  seat  of  pneumonia.  No  doubt  this  was  due  to  the  inclement 
weather  before  the  bird  got  acclimatized.  As  a  rule,  the  majority  of  these 

birds  die  soon  after  their  importation  or  leaving  the  bird  dealer's  hands. 
Pneumonia  is  not,  as  a  rule,  contagious  in  birdn,  but  there  is  no  doubt  it  is 
due  to  infection  derived  from  within  the  .system  or  without  -from  the  sur- 

roundings, coupled  by  a  chill  daring  the  inclement  weather.  As  a  rule,  in 
other  animals,  it  is  of  a  contagious  origin  ;  or  lather  it  complicates  other 
infectious  diseases  such  as  influenza  and  strangles  in  the  horse,  distemper  in 
the  dog  or  cat,  or  swine  fever  in  the  pig.  Cold  of  itself  would  not  cause  it. 

Bird-dealers'  establishments  are  ordinarily  reeking  with  germs  of  disease  ; 
although  their  stock  cages,  pens,  etc.,  espccial'y  after  a  coat  of  white  wash, 
may  be  cleanly  to  the  eye.  I  think  to  obviate  much  of  the  spread  of  disease 
bird-dealers  should  have  two  sets  of  metal  cages  ;  one  set  to  be  thoroughly 
scalded  before  any  fresh  birds  are  put  into  it ;  and  so  on.  Germs  of  disease 
are  mostly  microscopic  in  size  ;  but  the  most  deadly  are  those  that  are  even 
invisible  to  the  most  powerful  microscope  yet  devised.  Really,  cages  should 
be  rendered  asceptic  before  fresh  birds  are  put  into  them.  Very  often  the 

period  of  incubation — the  timci  of  reception  of  tlie  germs  into  the  bird's 
body  to  the  time  of  the  first  appearance  of  illness — may  be  weeks  and  even 
months,  luiy,  it  may  be  indefinite,  and  in  this  last  case,  the  germ  remains 
dormant  or  latent  until  something  depresses  the  system,  so  that  the  germ 
gains  the  mastery  and  manifests  its  ravages  in  the  form  of  symptoms.  A 
variety  of  food,  plenty  of  exercise,  fresh  air,  dryness,  and  scrujjulous  clean- 

liness of  the  ground  surface  of  the  cage  or  aviary,  obviates  illness  to  a 
great  extent.  Given  good  hygienic  conditions,  foreign  birds  are  as  hardy 
as  the  native.  If  British  birds  are  subjected  to  the  same  bad  hj'gienic 
conditions  as  foreign  birds  generally  are,  the  mortality  is  just  as  great.  The 
R.S.P.C.A.  should  take  up  the  question  of  bird  hygiene. 

Blue  Roller  (Dr.  Philip  Gosse).  This  bird's  breast  bone  was  very 
prominent,  its  body  emaciated  and  aniemic.  The  kidneys  had  undergone  fatty 
degeneration.  Aniemia  is  a  very  common  condition  in  birds  during  the 
moulting  process  ;  and  in  all  probability  it  is  of  microbic  origin.  The 
debilitating  moulting  process,  and  very  likely  an  improper  dietary  during 
this  process  would  favour  infection  of  the  blood  stream. 

Indigo  Bunting  ?  (Mrs.  Scott,  Surrey).  This  bird  was  very  fat  in- 
deed and  the  liver  had  undergone  fatty  infiltration.  The  lungs  were  black, 

due  to  much  carbon — anthracosis.  There  were  no  signs  of  any  external  in- 
jury. The  boby  was  otherwise  in  a  good  condition.  No  doubt  death  was 

due  to  the  effect  of  convulsions. 

Answered  b>/  Post. — Wm.  Bush. 
HENRY  GRAY,  M.R.C.V.S. 



Bird  Life  Through  the  Camera. 
1  and  2~Au>itmi;an  Crcxtefl  Phjeon. 3  —  Piiniifiil  Gri>iiti(l  Dni-r 



Bird  Life  TlirouHh  the  Camera. 
4.  ■  Seiiei/nl  Ihire  nn  Xoxl. 
'). — DiaiiKiiid  Dure  (  "i  )  Br'Hidiii:!  Chicksi. 
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Bird  Life  Through  the  Camera. 

By  H.  WlLLPORD. 

(Coiitiiiued  from  pane  254). 

Doves  have  always  been  some  of  my  first  favourites, 

right  from  the  days  when  I  Icept  an  odd  cock  Turtle  Dove'. 
There  is,  moreover,  such  a  variety  of  contour,  size,  and  colour- 

ation, that  even  the  most  blase  bird-l\:eeper  can  have  abund- 
ant variety,  add  to  this  a  readiness  to  nest  in  captivity  and  I 

am  sure  I  have  given  ample  evidence  to  secure  my  favourites 

a  place  in  my  readers'  aviaries.  Again,  though  if  too  many 
species  be  kept  together  in  a  limited  space  a  great  deal  of 
bickerhig  will  go  on  among  themselves,  they  will  neither  harm 

nor  interfere  with  the  smallest  Waxbill  inhabiting  their  en- 

closure—yet again,  they  are  very  accommodating  as  regards 
their  diet,  the  menu  of  any  collection  of  hard  and  soft  bills 

amply  suffices  for  their  modest  requirements;  in  fact,  the  seed- 
eating  species  subsist  mostly  on  white  millet,  canary  seed  and 
millet  sprays,  with  green  food  and  rock  salt,  though  they  also 
pick  over  the  larger  seeds  supplied  for  the  various  species  of 
Cardinals,  etc.  For  soft  and  chaste  colouration  the  JDove 
Tribe  is  without  a  rival 

The  Diamond  Dove  (Geopelia  cimeata).  This  beau- 
tiful and  charming  Australian  species  is  unrivalled  for  inclusion 

in  a  small  aviary.  Their  miniature  size,  beautiful  and  soft 
colouration,  vivacity,  and  interesting  and  entertaining  courting 
displays  make  them  altogether  delightful  inmates  of  the  garden 
aviary , 

Their  beauty  is  clearly  shown  in  the  photo  (No.  5) 
reproduced  herewith,  which  also  aptly  illustrates  the  exceed- 

ingly ornamctal  character  and  useful  cover  provided  by  hops  in 
the  garden  aviary,  once  they  have  become  established. 
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The  nest  is  a  very  frail  structure,  consisting  merely  of 
a  few  beats  laid  across  any  small  leaf  stems  that  will  form  a 

supporting  base,  an  astonishing  feature  being  how  the  eggs  are 
retained,  and  the  sitting  bird  supported,  so  remarkable  is  its 
frailty;  while  when  the  pair  of  squabs  are  partially  fledged, 
their  little  bodies  hang  over  their  cot  on  every  side  (vide 

"  B.N."  Vol.  V.  p.  217).  Another  surprising  feature  is  their 
prolificness,  as  many  as  six  pairs  being  annually  reared  by  a 
single  pair. 

Description:  With  the  photo  before  us  I  need  say 
nothing  as  to  form,  or  the  arrangement  of  spots.  The  male  has 
the  head,  neck,  and  breast  of  a  beautiful  delicate  grey, 

merging  into  white  on  the  abdomen  and  under  tail-coverts; 
back  and  shoulders  cinnamon -brown;  wings  also  cinnamon 
brown,  with  the  coverts  dark  grey  and  the  inner  webs 

of  most  of  the  quills  a  rich  rufous-brown;  the  tail 
feathers  are  an  arrangement  of  grey,  white  and  black- 

ish-grey, beautifully  harmonised;  naked  skin  round  the  eyes 
bright  red;  bill  liorn-bruwu;  legs  and  feet  reddish-flesh- 
color;  the  wing  is  thickly  spotted  with  pure  white  spots, 
narrowly  edged  with  black. 

The  female  differs  from  her  mate  in  slightly  infer- 
ior size,  browner  hue  of  the  upper  surface  generally,  and  her 

white  wing  spots  are  larger  and  less  numerous  than  those 
of  the  male. 

The  photo  (No. 5)  depicts  the  hen  brooding  her  two 
chicks. 

AusTKALiAN  Ckestkd  Piukon  (Ocy[jhaps  luphofcs). 
Another  beautiful  Australian  species,  fully  three  times  as 

large  as  the  Diamond  Dove  and  not  so  well  suited  for 
timall  aviaries  as  that  species,  being  considerably  wilder,  neither 
does  it  breed  quite  so  freely,  nevertheless  in  several  roomy 
aviaries  it  has  been  quite  prolific,  and  in  one  of  my  aviaries  a 
pair  have  reared  as  many  as  ten  young  in  a  season.  The 
birds  and  their  nests  are  well  figured  in  the  photos  (Nos.  1 

and  2)  reproduced  herewith,  which  also  fully  portrays  their 
handsome  appearance,  and  gives  a  correct  idea  of  comparative 
size  with  the  other  species  described  in  this  instalment. 
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The  nest  is  fairly  bulky  and  in  my  aviaries  has  usually 

been  constructed  on  the  old  nest  of  some  other  bird. 

Uescuiption:  In  the  photos  the  dark  markings  are 

clearly  brought  out,  so  that  I  need  not  occupy  space  with 

describing  these,  merely  indicating  the  various  colour  areas. 
Tiie  adult  male  has  the  head,  neck,  breast  and  abdomen  grey; 

crest  black;  back  and  rump  grey  with  an  olivaceous  sheen; 

upper  tail  coverts  brownish -grey  tipped  with  white;  sides 
of  neck  and  breast  tinged  with  a  rosy  hue;  the  wings  are 

various  greys,  with  bands  of  metallic  green  and  violet-blue; 
central  tail  feathers  brown,  the  others  blackish,  slightly  glossed 

with  purple,  blue  and  green  on  the  outer  webs  and  tipped  with 
white;  bill  blackish;  naked  skin  round  the  eye  pink;  legs  and 

feet  pinkish -crimson.  The  sexes  are  similar^  but  the  female 
is  slightly  smaller. 

Thk  Senecal  Dove  (Tutur  senegalensis).  This  is  a 

very  beautiful  and  softly  coloured  African  species.  In  the 

photo  (No.  4)  reproduced  herewith,  this  species  is  figured 
nesting  in  an  apple  tree,  one  bough  of  which  I  had  to  remove 
to  get  the  photograph,  in  which  the  sheeny  areas  and  soft  tones 
are  well  indicated  and  I  hope  these  will  come  out  well  in 

the  rei)roduction.  This  species  is  more  frequently  met  with 
than  any  other  of  the  Turtle  tribe,  and  the  rate  at  which  they 
breed  is  so  great  that  soon  I  shall  have  to  liberate  some.  The 

Senegal  should  prove  very  useful  as  foster  parents  for  some 
of  the  rarer  and  more  dilflcult  to  breed  species. 

Description:  The  adult  male  has  the  head,  neck,  and 
breast  vinous;  abdomen,  vent  and  under  tail  coverts  white; 

back  chestnut  with  a  lilac  sheen;  lower  back  and  rump  lead- 

grey;  upper  tail  coverts  brownish -grey;  the  wings  are  an 
arrangement  of  black,  brown -grey,  leaden -grey  and  grey,  in 
which  the  latter  hue  predominates;  the  tail  feathers  are — 
commencing  with  the  central  ones — brownish-grey,  the  next 
two  leaden-grey,  and  the  others  blackish-slate  at  the  base, 

merging  thi'ough  grey  to  white  at  the  tips;  bill  blackish; 
legs  and  feet  crimson.  The  sexes  are  similar,  but  the  female 

is  slightly  inferior  in  size  and  also  richness  of  colouring. 
The  Plumed  Ground  Dove  (Lophnphnps  plum^fcra): 

Another  very  beautiful  Australian  species  which  until  compar- 

atively recently  was  quite  rare,  but  is  now  fairly  frequently 
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met  with.  So  far  however  I  know  of  jio  record  of  its 

having  reared  young  in  this  country,  Vmt  in  the  aviaries  of 
our  esteemed  member  Mr.  T.  N.  Wilson  a  pair  laid  two  eggs, 
but  I  think  made  no  attemjit  to  incul)ate  them. 

In  one  of  the  photos  (No.  3)  I  secured  the  ('ock  in 
courting  attitude,  displaying  to  his  mate.  In  the  other  (No.  (j) 
they  are  figured  in  characteristic  attitude  resting  under  a  wall. 

Phnlu  hn  11.  Wi/Ifnrd. 
Plumed  Ground  Doves  at  Rest. 

Descrittion:  The  prevailing  colour  is  pale  cinna- 
mon, relieved  with  bars  of  grey,  black,  bronzy  purple,  with 

the  bare  skin  round  the  eyes  red  and  bluish — a  very  beauti- 
ful species. 

It  is  essentially  a  ground  species,  and  is  very  seldom 

.seen  in  any  other  position,  if  scared,  it  merely  rises  and  flies 
to  a  safe  distance,  soon  dropping  again  into  the  long  grass.  In 
its  native  haunts  it  frequents  creek  sides,  running  among  the 

long  grass  with  very  quail -like  habits  and  demeanour. 

To  be  continued. 
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Notes  of  Some  Birds  of  the  Andes  in  the 

Neighbourhood  of  Aconcagua. 

By  Philip  Gossk,  M.  R.  C.  S. 

(Continued  from  Page  2b0). 

D'ORBIGNY'S  SEED-SNIPE:  (Thhiocorus  orhignyianus) . 
The  iiiember  of  the  F.  B.  C.  who  procures  a  pair  of 

these  birds  may  well  be  envied. 
They  are  extremely  rare  and  curious  birds. 
They  live  in  small  Hocks  of  six  or  eight  birds  in  the 

most  inaccessible  spots.  Always  on  damp  marshy  ground. 

I  novel'  found  one  below  11,000  feet.  The  highest  I  saw 
them  was  as  much  as  14,000  feet.  They  seem  to  thrive  in 
the  wildest,  and  gloomiest  places,  where  there  seems  to  be 

almost  nothing  foi'  them  to  live  upon.  Their  flight  is  very 
much  like  that  of  our  snipe.    The  legs  are  (juite  short. 

They  are  extraordinarily  diflicult  to  see,  even  when 
within  a  few  feet  of  one,  being  exactly  like  the  stones. 

COMMON  SEED -SNIPE:   (Thinocorm  rumicivorus) . 
These  are  somewhat  like  the  former  but  much  commoner. 

I  have  seen  them  down  in  the  plains  as  well. 

They  had  the  curious  habit  for  a  "  day-bird  "  of  Hying 
about,  round  atid  round  our  camp  at  night  uttering  a  croaking 
note.  I  found  two  young  ones  in  an  inch  of  water.  T  tried 

to  rear  them  but  they  got  "  laid-over  "  in  my  sleeping  bag. 
Seytalopus  magellanicus. 

This  tiny  little  coal-black  wren-like  bird  does  not  appear 
to  have  an  English  name  yet.    I  only  saw  one.   It  had  never 
been  seen  before  outside  of  Chili. 

CRESTED  DUCK:   (Anas  cristata). 
One  occasionally  saw  these  birds  on  a  little  lake  in 

the  Horcones  Valley  about  11,000  feet  up.  They  seemed  to 

use  the  lake  as  a  resting  place  when  ci'ossing  the  Andes. 

Below  will  Ije  found  a  few  particulars  of  some  of  the 

birds  I  collected  at  Lujan,  a  village  lifteen  miles  south  of 
Mendoza  in  the  Argentine. 

PATAGONIAN  MARSH- STARLING  :  (TnipiaHs  defiUppii). 
These  lovely  birds  are  very  common  here.    Strings  of 
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dead  ones  are  for  sale  in  the  market  for  eating.  They  are 

much  like  our  starling  in  form  and  habits.  I  don't  know  why 
these  birds  are  not  freely  imported,  as  they  have  everything 
in  their  favour  as  aviary  birds.  They  are  of  a  lovely  scarlet 
colour  on  the  breast. 

The  native  name  is  "  Pecho  Colorado." 

SILKY   COW-BIRD:    (Molofhrus  honariensis) . 
Flocks  of  hundreds  of  these  birds  were  common.  They 

were  always  to  be  found  with  the  cattle  and  are  already 
well  known  as  aviary  birds. 

BLUE  AND  YELLOW  TANAGER:  (Lamprotes  honariemis). 
I  only  saw  one  of  these  gorgeous  birds,  sitting  in  a 

tree  near  Lujan. 

They  should  easily  stand  our  climate. 

MANY-COLOURED    GROUND-FINCH:    (SaUatricula  multi- 
color). 

The  natives  call  this  the  "  siete-cuchillos,"  or  "  seven 

knives,"  on  account  of  the  damage  it  does  to  the  buds  of 
the  vines. 

YELLOW  SEED-PINCH:  (Sycalis  lutea). 
This  is  the  common  saffron  finch. 

Seen  usually  in  flocks  of  ten  to  twenty.    They  do  not 
come  near  the  towns  or  villages. 
AYMANE   PARRAKEET:   (Bolhorhynchus  aymara). 

I  only  saw  one  si^ecimen  of  this  i^arrakeet. 

GUIRA  CUCKOO:  (Guira  piririgua). 
This  most  delightful  of  birds  is  to  be  found  in  and 

around  Mendoza,  and  I  saw  very  many  in  the  eucalyptus 

trees  in  the  park  ot  La  Plata  quite  close  to  Buenos  Ayres. 
They  are  somewhat  like  the  Hoopoe,  with  long  barred  tails. 

In  many  of  the  Peon's  cottages  you  see  them  running 
about  quite  tame. 

Why  is  it  that  large  numbers  of  Saffron  Finches  are 
imported  every  year  into  this  country  but  rarely  any  of  the 
other  equally  common  and  more  beautiful  and  desirable  ])irds? 

I  can  think  of  few  nicer  birds  to  keep  than —for  example, 
the  Patagonian  Starling  and  the  Guira  Cuckoo.  The  climate 
where  they  are  found  is  certainly  hotter  and  drier  than  ours, 

but  any  of  the  birds  I  have  mentioned  ought  to  live  out  of 
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doors  in  England  all  the  year  round.  Although  in  the  summer 

it  is  very  hot  even  at  a  high  altitude,  it  becomes  very  cold 

at  night.  Often  in  the  middle  of  a  scorching  hot  day  it 

would  turn  suddenly  very  cold  and  a  snow  storm  would  come 
on. 

I  have  several  times  seen  the  unusual  sight  of  humming- 

bii-ds,  the  white-sided  humming-bird  (Orcofrochilus  lewopUni- 
rus)  flitting  about  in  a  thick  snow  storm. 

These  latter  birds  build  a  tiny  nest  shaped  like  a  house - 

martin's,  against  a  cliff.  The  only  other  humming-bird  we 
saw  was  the  Patagonian  Humming-bird,  a  large  l)rown  bird 
of  somewhat  clumsy  flight. 

Since  writing  the  above  I  see  a  well  known  dealer  is 
offering  the  Starlings  at  25s.  each. 

Birds  in  and  about  the  Station  (Bakloh,  Punjab) 
By  Capt.  G.  a.  Perkeau,  F.Z.S. 

(continued  from  page  197). 
LAUGHING  THRUSHES  AND  BABBLERS. 

The  Eastern  Varieoated  Laughing-Thrush  (T.  varic- 
gatum):  I  have  met  this  bird  in  the  Station  where  it  as 

uncommon  in  winter.  It  is  another  perfect  beast  to  describe 
briefly.  The  general  effect  at  a  little  distance  is  a  solier 
looking  bird,  brown  above,  buff  below,  with  cheeks  which  have 
black  markings  about  them.  Length  10  inches,  tail  5.2  It 
is  seen  at  its  best  when  flying,  as  then  the  beautiful  markings 

on  the  tail  and  the  bright  wing-pattern  of  bright  yellow, 
slate  and  black  is  seen.  Tiiis  last  winter  there  was  a  llock 

of  twenty  or  more  about  the  comj)ound,  l)at  for  a  long  time 

I  thought  there  were  only  three  or  four,  so  quietly  and  cau- 
tiously did  they  move.  It  is  not  a  noisy  bird  and  it  has  some 

rather  pleasing  notes. 

The  Himalayan  Streaked  Lauohing-Thkush  (T .  line- 
atum):  This  is  a  very  common  bird  at  all  seasons  in,  above, 

and  below,  the  Station,  and  in  some  parts  is  about  the  only 
bird  to  be  seen.  At  a  distance  it  might  he  put  down  as  a 
plain  brown  bird,  but  on  close  inspection  its  various  shades 

of  chestnuts  and  browns,  the  glistening  feather-shafts,  white 
on  some  parts,  black  or  chestnut  on  others,  and  the  beautiful 
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cross -ray  markings  especially  on  the  tail  render  it  quite  hand- 
some. We  get  the  more  brightly  coloured  eastern  variety. 

I  kept  some  for  a  good  long  time  and  found  them  /easy 
to  cater  for,  in  fact  I  did  not  even  trouble  to  m(!at  them 

olT  but  tui'ncd  them  straight  into  the  aviary  where  there  was 
a  liberal  diet  going  for  other  insectivorous  birds.  1  think 
this  was  the  right  treatment  as  they  soon  got  tame  ̂ ind 
settled  down  very  well,  whereas,  as  I  afterwards  found  out, 
they  are  not  desirable  birds  for  cage  life.  On  the  voyage 

home  it  was  a  toss-up  which  cage  I  hated  the  more,  theirs 

(which  certainly  included  two  very  wild  Chinese  '"Spectacle" 
Thrushes)  or  the  Sibias.  They  were  very  nervous  and  ̂ not 
clean.  In  the  aviary  they  were  most  interesting,  thougii  there 

were  occasions  M'hen  I  wished  I  had  never  caught  them.  One 

day  I  saw  a  bird  di'op  from  the  top  of  the  f;ir  side  of  the 
aviary,  and  had  a  long  and  fruitless  search  for  a  bird  witli 
a  fit.  The  mystery  solved  itself  the  next  day  when  I  saw 
my  three  lineatum  do  their  drop  one  after  the  other  and 
streak  along  the  ground  to  cover.  I  have  only  twice  had 
experience  of  birds  with  fits,  but  am  not  likely  to  forget  what 
they  look  like  and  bar  the  thud  this  drop  gave  one  the  exact 
impression  of  a  bird  in  a  fit.  Even  when  I  knew  the  drop 
well  it  often  gave  me  an  unpleasant  start.  Of  course  I  ought 
not  to  have  been  caught  at  all  as  I  had  often  seen  these 

biids  do  this  in  a  wild  state.  Babblers  and  other  T>aughing- 
Thrushes  (which  I  have  noticed)  cross  an  open  space  by 
hopping  (hunting  on  the  way)  to  the  top  of  a  tree  and  then 
sailing  one  after  tjie  other  on  outspread  wings  to  the  foot 

of  the  next.  Our  friend  "Streaks",  who  usually  goes  about 
in  parties  of  from  six  to  ten,  hops  to  the  top,  does  his  "drop", 
and  scuttles  along,  half  hop  half  fly,  to  the  nearest  cover,  often 
jinking  and  turning  back  to  his  starting  point.  One  can 

quite  understand  the  reason  for  this  in  scrub-jungle  country 
where  bushes  are  Ioav  and  hawks  abound,  but  I  have  seen  them 

do  it  in  forest  country  too. 

Then  too  they  are  annoying  when  one  wishes  to  catch 
them  out  of  the  aviary.  Mr.  Kennedy  (who  kindly  helped  me  to 

"pack  up")  and  I  had  a  very  trying  time  with  thein,  they  are 
such  beggars  to  jink  and  hide,  and  when  you  have  got  them 
there  is  a  good  chance  of  their  slipping  out  of  your  hand, 
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even  when  you  know  how  dillicult  it  is  to  hold  tlieni. 

They  are  loose  feathered  birds,  the  ones  I  took  lionic 
felt  the  heat  at  Bombay  very  much  and  lost  no  time  jn 

discarding  their  clothing  for  wliich  they  were  sorry  when 
they  arrived  at  Marseilles  and  lapidly  put  them  on  again, 

being  practically  in  full  i)lumage  again  by  the  time  we  reached 

Liverpool.  They  have  a  variety  of  call -notes  which  I  used 

to  like  but  a  recent  afternoon's  experience  has  made  me  change 
my  mind. 

There  is  a  charming  nullah  (not  far  from  the  house  we 

are  staying  in)  which  gives  Dalliousie  its  water-supply.  Higher 
up  it  opens  out  fanwise  inio  numerous  small  nullahs.  ,At 
the  junction  the  nullah  has  a  wide  rocky  bed  coveied  with 

undergrowth,  low  berry -bearing  bushes,  wild  raspberry,  dock, 
balsam,  and  some  of  the  stingiest  kind  of  nettle,  witii  a  few 

nice  trees,  chestnut  and  oak,  dotted  here  and  tiiere.  Tli(> 
sides  of  the  nullahs  are  forest,  chiefly  deodar.  An  ideal 

place  for  birds  it  must  be  in  the  bei'ry  and  seed  season.  Tiu; 
rocks  gave  off  a  great  deal  of  heat,  there  was  no  shade,  and  it 
was  a  real  hot  and  stuffy  day  working  up  for  a  thunderstorm ; 
altogether  it  was  not  the  sort  of  thing  one  has  the  right  to 

expect  at  7000  feet  and  over.  Also  I  had  had  a  most  disap- 
pointing day  hi  the  bird  line  and  I  had  made  sure  of  finding 

birds  here.  I  found  birds,  but,  bar  a  few  warblers,  They 

werc)  all  I'meatmn;  the  place  was  stiff  with  them.  They  had 
young  about  to  leave  or  just  left  the  nest,  and  they  objected  to 
my  presence  and  made  the  fact  known  by  continually  uttering 

theii'  rather  plaintive  trisyllable  whistle  call.  I  stood  it  all 
right  while  moving  up,  but  when  I  wanted  to  sit  down  and 
look  round  when  a  bit  higher  up,  the  ones  lower  douii  took 
such  a  long  time  to  calm  down  and  those  near  me  were  so 
persistent  that  I  was  fairly  driven  to  the  peace  of  the  deodars, 

where  one  was  almost  pleased  to  hear  the  monotonous  "whe- 

oi-e"  of  the  Barbet  in  place  of  the  exasperating  "whiu-hoo" 
of  our  friend  "Streaks". 

It  is  small  wonder  that  they  are  common,  to  my  know- 

ledge they  breed  steadily  three  at  a  tinu-  from  A])ril 
to  .lulx,  and  their  nests  are  well  concealed.  All  the  nests  I 

have  found  have  been  on  a  ledge  of  rock  concealed  by  ivy 
or  more  commonly  in  a  crevice  in  a  bank,  .sometimes  at 
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foot,  incovered  by  a  thick  bush,  made  of  grass  lined  with 
roots  and  rather  shallow,  certainly  the  more  exposed  nests 
have  been  deeper.  The  eggs  are  a  beautiful  greeny  blue 

without  spots.  Oates  gives  the  breeding  saason  as  being  April 
to  September.  He  also  states  that  the  nest  is  deep  and  placed 
in  thick  bushes  near  the  ground.  Our  birds  are,  I  should 
say,  a  step  ahead  in  the  race  for  survival.  Jjcngth  of  bird 
8  inches,  tail  3.6. 

I  fnid  I  have  passed  over  a  very  attractive  bird,  the 

WniTK-THKOATED  Lauuhing -TiiRuSH,  (Gamitax  alhigularis) . 
I  have  only  seen  it  a  few  times  at  Kajiar  among  low  bushes 
but  was  much  taken  with  its  neat  appearance.  It  is  another 
evening  dress  bird  with  a  fine  expanse  of  white  shirt,  coat 
and  (a  small  waistcoat  olive  brown,  trousers  ferruginous. 
Length  12  inches,  tail  5.7. 

BABBLEES, — I  will  only  mention  as  the  two  common 
ones  (The  Common  and  the  Yellow -eyed)  are  found  below 
the  Station,  and  I  am  far  better  acquainted  with  birds  above 

the  Station.  There  is  a  little  Wren -Babbler  which  passes 
through  on  migration  (vertical  at  any  rate),  but  I  regret 
that  I  do  not  even  know  its  name.  The  one  I  caught  refused 
to  be  meated  off.  There  are  one  or  two  others  not  far  below 

the  Station,  about  which  I  only  know  one  thing  and  that 

useless,  that  their  young  just  leaving  the  nest  are  the  epitome 

of  prosperity,  they  look  so  fat  and  fit.  I  must  say  T  prefer 

Laughing-Thrushes  to  Babblers,  they  are  usually  far  nicer 
to  look  at  and  have  just  as  much  character,  in  which  latter 

quality  lies  the  charm  of  these  birds  to  the  aviculturist. 
To  be  continued. 

Foreign  Birds 

By  Wesley  T.  Page,  P.Z.S.,  etc. 

ICont'inued  from  page  226). 

Chapter  Il.^Suli-family  EUPHONII^.— Section  II. 

Cap  and  abdomen  yellow  or  red;  throat  l)lack. 
Diet  and  treatment  has  been  already  given,  it  is  the 

.same  in  every  respect  as  in  section  I. 

Brevity  is  a  necessity  in  the  description  of  these  species, 
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so  I  am  not  quoting  travellers'  notes  save  where  they  illustrate 
some  practical  feature  of  their  life  history.  I  am  merely 

giving  the  necessary  details  for  recognition  and  treatment  in 

captivity;  as  the  various  species  reach  this  country,  T  shall 

hope  to  amplify  these  notes  with  separate  and  fuller  accounts 
of  such  species. 

PuRPLK  AND  Ye1;LOW  Euphonia  (E.  chJorotica) .  This 

species  has  a  wide  range  and  varies  considerably  in  the 

different  localities — the  above  description  refers  to  the  ))irds 
found  in  Guiana.  The  Brazilian  and  Bolivian  forms  are 

larger,  varying  from  3^  to  3J  inches,  and  have  been  given 

sit&-specific  rank  as  sub-species  violaccicollis.  while  the  Peru- 
vian form,  sub-species  taczanowskii  may  be  distinguished  by 

the  yellow  areas  on  the  crown  and  under  surface  of  liody  being 
of  a  distinctly  paler  hue. 

Adult  male:  Upper  surface  deep  purpl ish- black ;  fore 
cap  rich  yellow;  under  surface  of  body  brilliant  yellow;  throat 

purplish-black;  bill,  legs  and  feet  blackish.  Total  length  3| 
inches,  tail  1^. 

Female:  Greyish  olive-green;  washed  on  the  forehead, 
rump  and  under  surface  with  yellowish;  centre  of  abdomen 

ashy -white. 

Habitat:  "Guiana,  Brazil,  Paraguay,  Bolivia  and  Eastern 
Peru."  (B.M.C.) 

Purple- THROATEn  Euphonia  (E.  affinis)  In  their 

delightful  book  "  Our  Search  for  a  Wilderness,"  Mary  B.,  and 
C.  William  Beebe  record  the  following  concerning  this  .species: 

"  At  the  sramd  of  the  guns,  t'ai-e"  tiny  male  Purple-throated 
"  Euphonias,  clad  in  purple  jackets,  yellow  caps  and  waistcoats, 
"  came  down  to  see  what  the  noise  was  about.  They  were 
"  ridiculously  tame  and  sang  their  simple  chattering  song  in  our 
"  very  faces        Locality  in  the  jungle  at  Arema. 

I  do  not  think  this  species  has  been  previously  imported 
alive  into  this  country,  but  it  would  form  a  pleasing  addition  to 

the  list  of  birds  known  to  British  aviculture.  I  may,  how- 
ever, add  that  several  of  these  species  (Section  II)  are  very 

similar  in  plumage,  and  that  comparison  with  authenticated 
skins  is  neces.sary  for  correctly  defining  the  species,  for  want 
of  this  some  rare  arrivals  may  have  been  overlooked  and  passed 
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as  some  well  known  species — the  genus  EupJinnia  is  easily 
recognised,  but  the  species  are  not* 

Adult  male:  Upper  surface  deep  bluish-black,  with  a 
purplish  sheen  on  the  neck;  throat  bluish-black;  under  surface 

bright  yellow;  bill  black;  legs  and  feet  brownish-black.  Total 
length  3|  inches,  tail  If. 

Female:  Upper  surface  olive,  washed  with  grey  find 
tinged  with  yellow  on  the  forehead  and  rump;  under  surface 
of  body  pale  yellow. 

Habitat :  "  Mexico  and  Central  America  down  to  (^osta 

Rica."  (B.M.C.) 
Bluish-backed  Euphonia  (E.  trinitatis).  Several  of  this 

species  have  been  privately  imported  by  our  esteemed  members 
A.  Sutcliffe  and  R.  Suggitt,  and  there  seems  to  be  no  other 
record  of  living  species  having  reached  the  British  Isles. 

Adult  male:  Upper  surface  bluish-black,  w'ith  a  steely 
sheen;  cap  and  unaer  surrace  or  body  bright  yellow;  throat 

bluish-black;  bill  black;  legs  and  feet  blackish -brown.  Total 
length  3|  inches,  tail  1}. 

Female:  Upper  surface  olive-green  and  strongly  washed 
with  yellowish;  under  surface  of  body  greenish -yellow,  with 
the  centre  of  breast  and  abdomen  greyish. 

Habitat:  "  Trinidad,  Venezuela,  and  Northern  Columbia." 
(B.M.C.) 

Orange-capped  Euphonia  (C.  xanthogastra) .  Another 
very  handsome  species  and  which  I  do  not  think  is  known  Ij 
British  aviculture. 

Adult  male:  Upjier  surface  and  throat  refulgent  blackish- 

pui'ple;  top  of  head  and  abdomen  deep  and  rich  orange-y(>llow; 
bill  lilack;  legs  and  feet  l)lackish-l)r(nvn .  Total  length  1  inches, 
tail  i;;. 

Female:  Upper  surface  (U'(>])  olive-green,  wiili  i  lie  nape 
washed  with  grey;  forehead  and  under  surface  of  body  yellow- 

ish, with  the  throat,  breast  and  middle  of  abdomen  buR'ish-grey . 
Habitat:  "  Brazil,  Amazonia,  Guiana,  CoIoml)ia,  Ecuador 

and  Peru."  (B.M.C.) 

*  1  shall  be  pleased  to  undertake  the  naming-  or  to  verify 
the  nainhig  of  any  bii'ds  that  may  die  in  member's  possession, if  bodies  are  sent  to  me  at  once.  Such  d(!tails  as  are  known 
.sh(.'Uld  also  be  sent. 
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RuFous-CAri'Ei)  EuPHONiA  (E.  ruficeps).  Not  yet  known 
to  British  aviculture. 

Adult  male:  Upper  surraco  sliining'  purplish-black,  with 
a  violet  sheen  on  the  na])e;  top  of  head  dark  rufous-chestnut; 
throat  black;  under  surface  of  body  orange-yellow,  slightly 
wasued  with  rufous  in  the  middle  of  abdomen;  bill  black;  legs 

and  feet  blackish-brown.   Total  length  4]  inches,  tail  l^. 

Female:  Upper  surface  olive-green,  nape  plumeous-bhie; 

lop  of  head  washed  witli  I'ufous;  undei-  surface  of  body  yellow- 
ish, witii  the  throat  and  middle  of  abdomen  yellow-ochre; 

ventral  region  pale  rufous. 

Hahilat:    "Bolivia  and   \'cne2uela."  (B.M.C.) 

Yellow -CAPPED  Euphonia  (E.  luteicapilla).  Not  known 
to   British  aviculture. 

Adult  male:  I'jjpcr  surface  lilue  with  a  steely  sheen; 
cap  ricli  yellow,  which  is  also  the  colour  of  the  luider  surface 

of  body;  thi'oat  steel-blue;  bill  blackish,  liluish  at  the  base; 
legs  ami  feet  blackish.   Total  length  4  inches,  tail  li]. 

Female:  Upper  surface  olive-green;  under  surface  v>f 
body  yellowish,  brighter  on  the  centre  of  abdomen. 

Hatj/tat:   "  Uosta  Rica  and  Veragua."  (B.M.C.) 

Bj.ack-thkoated  Euphonia  (E.  gracilis).  Not  known 
to  British  aviculture. 

Adult  male:  Upper  surface  dark  blackish-blue  with  a 
purplish  sheen  on  the  back  of  the  neck;  front  half  of  cap  bril- 

liant yellow,  which  is  also  the  colour  of  the  abdomen;  throat 

and  breast  blackish -blue;  bill  blackish -blue;  legs  and  ,feet 
blackish -brown.    Total  length  3|  inches,  tail  1;^. 

FR?«a/e :Upper  surface  olive-green,  with  the  bases  of 
the  feathers  greyish -olive;  under  surface  yellowish,  washed 
with  olive  on  the  sides  of  the  body. 

Habitat:  Costa  Rica  and  Veragua."  (B.M.C.) 

To  be  continued. 
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Birds  of  Gambia. 

By  E.   HOrKlNSON,  D.  S.  O.,  M.  A.,  M.  D. 

( Continued  from   payc  266.) 
CUCULlDiE. 

The  Cuckoos  are  represented  in  Gambia  by  five  genera; 
(1)  Cenlropus  and  (2)  Ceutlimo  chares,  the  Coucals,  (ii) 

Coccyntes.  the  Spotted  Cuckoos,  (4)  Cuculus,  the  typical  Cuckoos 
and  (5)  Chrysococcyx,  the  Golden  Cuckoos. 

Centropus  senegalensis.   SENEGAL  COUCAL. 
Range.  Tropical  Africa;  North  to  the  Nile  Delta.  (H.L.) 
A  brown  bird  with  whitish  belly,  about  as  big  as  a  .Jay  but 

mucli  longer  in  the  tail.  The  crown,  nape,  rump  and  tail  are  ))lack, 
the  wings  and  wing-coverts  burnt-sienna  brown  and  the  whole  under 
surface  pale  creamy  white.  The  feathers  are  coarse  and  harsh - 
looking,  giving  the  birds  always  a  rather  untidy  appearance.  The 
bill  and  feet  are  black,  the  latter  strong  and  furnished  with  powerful 
claws,  especially  that  on  the  hind  toe,  which  is  long  and  straight 

like  a  lark's  and  of  great  use  in  assisting  their  movements  among 
the  long  tangled  grass  they  frequent.  The  iris  is  bright  red,  giving 
them  an  alert  and  rather  fierce  expression.  In  length  they  measure 
about  sixteen  inches,  of  which  the  tail  forms  nearly  half. 

They  are  extremely  common  here  and  found  everywheie 

thi-oughout  the  country.  The  dry  swamps  are  perhaps  their  favourite 
resorts  and  here  they  are  to  be  seen  Hopping  slowly  from  bush  to 
bush  or  running  about  on  the  ground,  and  are  so  tame  and  careless  of 

man  that  they  have  gained  the  name  of  "Foolish  Bird",  from  the 
idiotic  way  they  have  of  offering  themselves  as  targets  at  the 
closest  range  to  any  one  out  with  a  gun.  Their  Mandiiigo  name 
is  "Kandiwutu".  Their  note  is  one  of  the  commonest  sounds  of 
the  evening  and  early  part  of  the  night,  and  can  generally  be  heard 
on  all  sides  about  sunset  and  after,  as  one  bird  answers  anotiier, 

calling  "wu-tu-tu-tu-"  repeated  ad  libitum  with  a  gradually  falling 
pitch,  the  performer  attitudinising  the  while  on  his  perch,  his 
throat  puffed  out  and  collapsed  alternately,  his  head  bowed 
forward  till  his  beak  points  to  his  toes,  his  tail  bent  downwards 
till  parallel  with  his  legs  and  liis  whole  attitude  apparently  one  of  stilf 
and  grotesque  discomfort.  At  other  times  they  also  utter  a  sort  of 
cackle  somewhat  like  the  bush-fowls'  call  and  at  the  same  time 
suggesting  a  mocking  laugh,  particularly  annoying  when  it  follows 
immediately  after  a  bad  miss. 

Unlike  the  true  Cuckoos  the  Coucals  Imild  nests  and  hatch 
tlieii  young.  The  nest  is  placed  low  down  in  a  bush  always  just 
inside  some  patch  of  really  thick  growth.  The  natives  assure  me 
that  they  never  find  one  of  their  nests  which  does  not  contain  a 
livinjr  but  crippled  snake,  kept  tlicrc  to  scare  away  intruders. 
This  is  a  pretty  tall  stoi-y,  especially  as  none  of  my  informants  have 
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yet  been  able  to  show  me  a  nest  to  confirm  or  refute  his  story; 
however  1  expect  the  myth  originated  from  the  fact  that  the  birds 
may  frequently  be  seen  carrying  off  small  snakes,  still  wriggling, 
in  their  beaks  and  that  they  may  sometimes  ornament  their  nests 
with  a  cast  snake-slough.  A  Mandingo  could  easily  evolve  an  even 
more  marvellous  tale  from  such  a  basis  of  fact.  Their  food  ..■onsists 
of  lizards,  small  snakes,  frogs  and  other  reptiles  as  well  as  laige 
insects.  One  1  had  in  a  cage  began  to  eat  locusts  an  hour  or  two 
after  capture  and  in  a  few  days  took  to  raw  meat,  chicken-lights  etc, 
on  which  he  throve  until  his  escape  later  on.  He  was  caught  in  the 
kitchen -hut,  which  I  suppose  he  had  entered  to  pick  up  scraps,  and 

from  that  I  presume  that  these  birds  commonly  augment  theii-  usual 
diet  of  living  food  by  any  pieces  of  offal  or  dead  things  they  may 
come  across. 

Ceulhmochares  flavirostris.    VELLOW-BlLIiED  COUCAIj. 
Range.    West  Africa,  Senegal  to  Gold  Coast.  (H.L.) 
I  do  not  think  I  have  seen  this  bird  in  the  Gambia  more 

than  once;  this  was  in  June,  1907,  when  I  saw  at  Albreda  a  pair  of 
what  1  am  practically  certain  were  this  species. 

Above  they  are  dai'k  slate  with  a  dark  steel-blue  gloss  on 
the  rump,  wings  and  tail;  below  paler  slate-grey;  under  surface 
of  wings  bluish  grey,  of  tail  steel-blue.  Beak  yellow,  upper  mandible 
strongly  curved  downwards;  legs  black;  iris  deep  crim.son.  Length 
12.5  inches. 

Coccystes   glandarius.     GREAT    SPOTTED  CUCKOO. 

Range.    Europe  to  I^ersia,  Tropical  Africa  in  winter  (H.L.) 
This  bird  is  only  a  winter  visitor  to  the  Gambia,  and  during 

that  season  is  not  uncommon,  though  by  no  means  regularly  seen. 

Its  note  is  a  harsh  "kark-kark"  as  a  rule,  but  in  the  evenings  it 
also  often  utters  a  prolonged  dove-like  call,  "  doo-doo-doo-dot)", 
from  which  it  gets  its  usual  Mandingo  name,  "Jambo-doodoo ;  it 
is  often  also  called  "Saling",  the  name  for  any  small  Hawk,  because 
according  to  the  natives  it  commonly  kills  and  eats  doves  like  the 
hawk.  This  it  certainly  may  do  at  times,  but  its  principal  food 
consists  of  insects  and  small  reptiles. 

Description.  Crown,  which  is  crested,  grey  streaked  with 
black,  rest  of  upper  surface  including  wings  and  tail  slaty-brown; 
wing-feathers  tipped  with  white.  Throat  sides  of  neck  and  upper 
breast  yellowish  buff,  remainder  of  under  surface  white.  Iris  hazel; 
bill  brown,  yellow  at  base;  legs  blackish  brown.  Length  15  inches. 
Young  birds  have  the  crown  black  and  the  wings  a  redder  brown. 

C.jacobinus.   PIEU  CRESTED  CUCKOO. 
Range.   Tropical  Africa.    India.  (ILL.) 
This  is  a  resident  bird,  but  for  all  that  is  rather  more  rarely 

seen  than  the  preceding.  Above  it  is  black  glossed  with  green  and 
With  a  distinct  white  band  across  the  wing;  tail  black  with  white  tips 
to  th((  feathers;  under  surface  white  washed  with  pale  buff.  Iris, 
bill  and  legs  black.    Length  13.5  inches. 
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C.  cafer.    LEVAILLANT'S  CUCKOO. 
Range.    Tropical  Africa.  (H.L.) 
Also  a  resident  in  the  Gambia  and  the  commonest  of  our 

three  Coccystes.  They  are  generally  found  in  pairs  in  fairly  open 
but  bushy  country,  especially  along  the  borders  of  the  swamps, 
where  they  obtain  the  greater  part  of  their  food,  which  is  the  same 
as  lliat  of  the  other  species,  large  insects  and  small  reptiles.  Like 

our  other  Coccystes  it  is  parasitic  in  its  nesting  habits.  It's 
Mundingo  name  is  "Kuuchu-kulung".  Above  it  is  black  more  or 
less  glossed  with  green ;  the  wings  are  crossed  by  a  broad  white 
band.  Tail  tipped  with  white,  more  broadly  on  the  .feathers.  Below 
white,  strongly  streaked  with  black  on  the  throat,  chest  and  under 
wing-coverts.  Iris  hazel;  bill  black;  legs  dark  ashy.  Length  14.5 
iiichcb 

Cnculus  yularis.   LINEATED  CUCKOO. 
Ranye.    Senegambia;    North-east,  Central  and  South  Africa. 

(E.L.) 
C.  canorus.    COMMON  CUCKOO. 

Ranye.     Europe,  Asia;  Africa  in  winter.  (H.L.) 
Both  these  species  occur  in  the  Gambia  and  on  one  day  in 

iMarch,  l'J07,  1  shot  a  specimen  of  each.  They  are  very  alike  in 
plumage,  the  only  difference  being  that  C.  yularis  has  the  outer 
1  ail -feathers  completely  barred  with  white  only  forming  scallop -shaped 
iiatches,  which  do  not  cross  the  whole  web.  C.  canorus  is  also 
slightly  larger  than  yularis,  13  inches  as  against  12.5. 

1  suppose  that  one  can  safely  say  that  the  cuckoo -note  com- 
monly heard  here  is  that  of  C.  yularis,  as  I  have  never  heard 

it  before  April,  by  which  time  the  Common  Cuckoos  must  iiave  all 
left  for  the  north.  The  earliest  dates  on  whicli  I  have  heard  tlie 
Cuckoo  during  the  last  few  years  are,  1904,  May  5,  Lamin  Koto; 

iyO(i,  May  17,  Kwinella;  1907,  May  11,  Sujuka;  190'),  April  iU 
Eogniadd;    1910,  April  26,  Niumi. 

C.  clamosHs.    BLACK  CUCKOO. 
Range.   Tropical  Africa.  (H.L.) 
A  very  rare  bird  which  however  I  believe  I  have  seen  once 

or  twice.  Above  and  below  it  is  black  glossed  with  dark  green;  quills 
brown  barred  with  whitle,  tail  tipped  with  white.    Length  12.5  inches. 

Clirysucoccyx    sinaraydineus.     EMERALD  CUCKOO. 
Ranye.    West  and  .Soutji  Africa.  (H.L.) 
Male,  a  lovely  emerald  green  above,  below,  throat  green  like 

the  back,  remainder  of  under  surface  yellow;  tail,  the  four  central 
feathers  wholly  green,  the  others  tipped  with  white  and  the  outer 
pair  barred  as  well.  Female,  head  ashy,  mantle  and  wings  green 
mottled  with  rufous,  below  white  barred  with  green.  Bill  black  at 
base,  olive  green  towards  tip;  legs  bluish  grey.  Iris  dark  brown. 
Length  8  inches. 

C.  klaasi.     KLAAS'     GOLDEN  CUCKOO. 
Range.     Tropical  Africa.  (H.L.) 
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.\l;ilc:  aliove,  iiu^lallic  green  shot  with  coppery  red,  a  wliite 

(laleli  above  and  behind  eye;  four  central  ieathei'.s  ot  tail  green 
like  the  back,  remainder  white  barred  with  green.  lielow  white 
barred  with  black  and  with  a  patch  of  green  on  each  side  of  the 

breast.  I<'eniale:  Head  dusky  brown,  back  and  wings  green  mottled 
with  rufous,  below  bully  white  narrowly  barred  with  brown.  Bill 

greenish  tipped  with  black,  legs  olive  brown,  iris  brown.  Length 
7  inches. 

C.  cupreus.     GiLDED  CUCKOO. 
Range.     Tropical  Africa.  (R.L.) 
Male:  Above  metallic  green  with  coppery  and  blue  relicctions; 

a  white  streak  on  the  crown,  a  spot  of  tiie  same  in  front  of  and 
another  behind  the  eye;  below  white  barred  at  the  sides  with  green. 
The  female  has  no  white  marks  on  the  head,  the  back  is  more  coppery 
than  green  and  the  under  surface  is  barred  with  bronze.  Bill, 
horn-coloured;   legs,   liluish  black;   iris,  red;     Length,    7.5  inches. 

All  these  three  species  of  Golden  Cuckoos  should  be  found 
in  the  Ciambia,  but  they  must  be  very  rare  and  are  probably  only 
rainy  season  visitors.  1  have  only  once  seen  a  Golden  Cuckoo  alive, 
and  that  was  near  Kansala  in  Fogni,  where  one  evening  I  watched 
one  with  glasses  for  some  time.  It  was  flying  backw^ards  and  for- 

wards between  two  trees,  a  lovely  sight  as  the  light  of  the  setting 
sun  flashed  on  his  lustrous  green  plumage.  I  could  not  definitely  say 
to  what  species  it  belonged,  but  thought  it  was  klaasi.  I  have 
seen  a  good  many  skins  for  sale  in  the  shops  at  Dakar,  where  they 
fetch  large  prices  (five  dollars  each  or  more  for  the  most  brilliant 
species,  C.  smaragdineus)  and  as  they  fetch  such  prices  the  birds 
are  natui'ally  much  sought  after  by  the  native  skin -hunters,  who 
no  dou))t  are  largely  responsible  for  their  great  and  increasing 

scarcity      By  the  hunters  they  are  called  "  Folio-tokol." The  Golden  Cuckoos  haunt  thickly  wooded  country  and  like 
to  peixli  on  tall  trees,  whence  they  can  hawk  after  insects.  The 
male  has  a  loud  whistling  call.  They  make  no  nests  but  resemble 
the  common  Cuckoo  in  being  parasitic  on  other  birds. 

INDICATORID^. 

Three  species  of  Honcyguide  appear  in  the  Hand-List  as 
including  Gambia  in  their  range,  but  they  must  be  rare  here  I 
have  only  once  seen  a  bird  here,  which  I  took  to  be  Honeyguide, 
probably  maculatus,  as  it  had  no  yellow  shoulder  patches  and  a 
spotted  breast.  The  natives  too  know  nothing  of  any  honey-showing 
bird,  with  which  they  would  be  sure  to  be  acquainted,  if  one  with 
such  definite  habits  in  that  line  as  the  South  African  bird  was 
common  in  this  country.     The  three  species  are: 

Indicator  indicator.  HONEYGUIDE. 

/.  major.    GREAT  HONEYGUIDE. 

Range  of  both  species.  Senegambia;  North-east,  East  and 
South  Africa.  (R.L.) 



290       Visit  oj  the  Belfast  National  i'ield  Club. 
l.maculaius.   SPOTTED  HONEYGUIDE. 

Range.    Sencgambia  to  Gaboon.  (H.L.) 
The  dillerences   between  tlieui  are: 
/.  indicatot,  brown  above  becoming  slaty  black  on  the  back 

and  mottled  with  while  on  the  rump  and  upper  tail-coverts.  .Shoulder 
patch,  bright  yellow,  chin  and  throat  black  in  the  male,  white  in  the 
female,  rest  of  under  surface  dirty  white  streaked  with  brown  on 
the  sides.  Bill  whitish  pink,  legs  lead-coloured,  iris  yellowish  brown. 
Length  7  i  nches. 

/.  major  differs  from  the  above  in  having  the  back  washed 
with  yellow,  the  chin  and  throat  bright  yellow  and  no  yellow 
shoulder  patch. 

/.  maculalus,  above  brown  washed  with  olive,  throat  dirty 
white  streaked  with  brown,  remainder  of  under  parts  olive  grey 
spotted  white.     Length  6.5  inches. 

To  be  continued. 

Visit  of  the  Belfast  National  Field    Club  to 

Ballywaiter  Park. 

By  W.  a.  Green. 

By  kind  invitation  of  Lady  Dunlecith,  the  members 
of  the  Belfast  Naturalist  Field  Club  visited  Ballywaiter  Parle 
on  Saturday,  iiUtli  July.  One  of  the  main  objects  of  the 
excursion  was  for  the  purpose  of  inspecting  the  aviary  with 
its  line  collection  of  rare  exotic  birds. 

Owing  to  tlie  limited  time  at  their  disposal,  the  in- 
spection was  by  no  means  exhaustive,  but  all  were  struclc  by 

tne  liapi)y  and  healthy  condition  of  the  little  inmates.  Absolute 

cleanliness  is  the  prevailing  note  throughout,  with  suri'oundmgs 
as  natural  as  possible  in  our  variable  climate.  It  speaks 
volumes  that  on  Saturday  the  Weaver  Birds  were  building 

their  curiously  shaped  nests,  and  a  tiny  Virginian  Nightuigale 
was  hatched  out.  With  characteristic  consideration,  Lady 

fJunleath  had  delayed  feeding  the  birds  until  the  arrival  of 

the  party,  so  that  they  were  seen  to  special  advantage.  The 
smaller  birds  in  enclosures,  surrounded  by,  and  covered  with 

fine  wire  netting,  and  containing  ample  cover  in  the  shape  of 
ferns,  low,  growing  shrubs  and  trees.  From  the  branches  of 

the  latter  are  hung  nesting   boxes   witli  moveable   tops — in 
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sonic  ca.sos  of  glass,  so  that  tlic  oggs  and  young  can  bo  in- 

spected without  disturbing  them.  There  were  thirty  or  i'orty of  these  and  most  of  them  were  in  occupation. 

The  larger  birds  had  freedom  to  wander  through  the 

I'ark,  and  the  sight  of  Cranes,  Flamingoes,  etc.,  on  every 

hand,  gave  the  idea  of  a  continental  landscape  rather  than  of  a 
noith  of  Ireland  demesne. 

For  the  aquatic  birds  an  artificial  lalse  was  provided  in 

the  midst  of  the  rock  gardens,  so  that  even  in  scientific 

research,  beauty,  and  the  general  fitness  of  things  was  not  lost 

sight  of. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  some  of  the  birds  that  were 

specially  noted  in  the  collection: 

Alpine  Ciiough,  Nutcrackers,  Glossy  Starling,  Pekin 

Robin,  Tanagers,  Indian  Buntings,  .Java  and  Diamond  Spar- 
rows, Cordon-bleu,  Gouldian  Finch,  Waxbills,  Red-crested 

Virginian,  Green,  and  Yellow-billed  Cardinals,  Fire,  Saffron, 
Lavender,  Masked  Mountain  Zebra,  Grass  and  African  Sujg- 

ing  Finches.  Pintail,  Nonpareil,  Weaver  Birds,  Amada- 
Vats,  Whydah  Birds,  Mannikins,  Spice  Birds,  Indigo  Birds, 

Cockatiels,  Budgerigars,  Pai-akeets,  Egrets,  Flamingos,  Storks, 
American  Whistling  Ducks,  Helmet,  Bourdean,  and  Nicobar 

Pigeons,  Rufous,  Violet,  Aurita,  Java,  Senegal,  Diamond,  Bar- 
bary.  Ring-necked,  and  Australian  Doves,  Golden  and  Silver 
Pheasants,  Californian,  Harlequin,  and  Chinese-painted  Quails, 
Common  European  Demoiselle,  and  Australian  Cranes,  South 
American  Turkey  (Currasse),  and  Rheas. 

The  announcement  that  an  "  Orange  Bishop  "  and  'a 
"  Pin -tail  Parson  "  lived  in  perfect  harmony  with  a  number 
of  "  Cutthroats  "  and  "  Black-headed  Nuns,"  caused  consider- 

able amusement. 

In  conclusion,  the  thanks  of  the  Club  are  due  to  Lady 

Dunleath  for  her  courtesy  and  kindness  in  allowing  its  mem- 
bers such  an  exceptional  treat  as  the  inspection  of  her  aviaries. 
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A  Holiday  in  the  West  Indies. 

By   A.  SUTCLIFFE. 

continued  from  page  262. 

I  look(;d  in  vain  for  our  old  iriend  tlie  Nonpareil 

Bunting.  Its  range  does  not  extend  so  far  South,  and  neither 
this  beautiful  favourite  nor  his  cousin  the  Indigo  were  in 
evidence.  The  roads  are  fenced  with  barbed  wire,  fixed  on 

posts  at  convenient  intervals,  and  when  you  leave  the  immedi- 
ate vicinity  of  the  Towns,  numerous  finches  can  be  seen 

perching  on  the  wire  and  posts.  The  Grey  Finch  (Spermo- 
phila  grisea)  is  very  common,  and  I  have  seen  upwards  of 
100  in  a  flock.  They  are  very  fair  songsters.  Their  song 

reminds  one  very  much  of  our  Brown  Linnet's,  it  is  quite  as 
continuous  and  is  very  sweet.  They  are  met  with  all  over 
the  Island  and  appear  to  be  quite  as  numerous  there  as  the 

House  Sparrow  here.  Black-headed  Lined  Finches  (iS'.  ocellata) 
were  fairly  common.  They  were  however  in  small  parties  of 
three  or  four.  That  pretty  little  bird  the  Fire  Red  Finch 

(S.  minuta)  could  be  frequently  seen,  and  the  same  applies 
to  the  Gutteral  Finch  (S.  gutturalis).  You  can  however  only 
indentify  the  males,  as  their  mates  appear  all  alike  at  even 
a  short  distance,  and  it  has  been  a  very  difficult  matter  to 

definitely  indentify  some  of  the  hens  even  when  caged,  where 
they  can  be  closely  observed.  At  this  season  (January),  Siskins 
were  very  scarce,  and  I  must  confess  that  I  only  saw  one 

Hooded,  and  1  cannot  remember  having  seen  a  single  Colum- 
bian, although  at  certain  seasons  they  are  said  to  be  fairly 

numerous.  On  the  other  hand  Red-legged  Sugar  Birds,  Black 
and  Yellow  Creepers  (Certhiola  luteola)  and  Purple  Sugar 

l^)iiHls,  were  to  be  met  with  whenever  you  left  the  beaten 
track.  It  is  very  difficult  to  imagine  a  more  beautiful  sight 

than  a  Hock  of  Red-legged  Sugar  Birds  (Yellow -winged  Sugar 
Birds)  feeding  in  the  bright  sunshine,  I  am  convinced  they 
feed  more  on  insects  than  we  give  them  credit  for  doing,  as 
you  can  see  them  fly  from  a  branch  and  snap  up  passing 
insects,  or  searching  the  under  side  of  leaves.  I  must  confess 
there  were  many  birds  I  could  not  identify  and  I  am  making 
no  attempt  to  describe  or  try  to  identify  the  Humming  birds. 

These  little  gems  will  work  practically  undei'  one's  nose,  and 
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to  one  not  nwed  to  the  si«ht,  the  dazzlin^i'  beauty  ol'  these  mites 
was  an  experience  not  easily  forgotten. 

Swallows  were  fairly  numerous,  they  are  totally  differ- 
ent from  ours.  Many  of  them  appeared  to  be  very  beautiful 

birds,  some  were  quite  as  large  as  our  Swift. 

One  of  the  Manakins  (Pipra  auricapiUa)  which  could 
be  seer  in  parties  of  twos  and  threes  or  more  I  named  the 

Yellow -headed,  on  account  of  the  male's  most  distinctive 
feature  being  his  bright  Yellow-head;  his  thighs  are  also  very 
conspicuous  being  covered  with  pure  white  feathers  dashed 
with  red,  which  can  be  distinctly  seen  when  the  bird  is 

perching.     Description  of  plumage  is  as  follows. — 

Adult  male:  Black,  with  the  head,  sides  of  face  and 

nape  shining  golden -yellow,  and  the  thighs  white  splashed  with 

bright  red;  beak,  legs  and  feet  whitish -horn.  Total  length 
3j  inches,  tail  |. 

Adult  female:  Above  olive-green,  with  the  quills  and 
tail  feathers  brownish;  below  pale  greyish-green;  beak  dark 
horn;  legs  and  feet  yellowish  flesh  colour.  The  plumage 
of  the  male  is  very  refulgent,  the  whole  having  a  glistening 

satiny -like  surface  and  the  various  colour  areas  are  of  ̂  
purity  and  richness,  which  are  quite  beyond  description;  these 
remarks  apply  equally  to  the  other  species  described  in  this 

paper. 

They  feed  on  berries,  fruit,  and  insects,  and  all  my 

efl'orts  to  induce  the  niggers  to  catch  me  some  were  in  vain, 
the  niggei's  have  a  notion  Manakins  will  not  live  in  cages. 
It  is  necessary  to  penetrate  into  the  wooded  districts  to  see 
this  and  another  beautiful  Manakin,  which  I  named  the  Red- 

crested,  it  might  also  appro])riately  be  designated  the  Blue- 
backed  (CJiiroxipJiia  lunceolata) .  It  was  not  so  numerous 

as  the  Yellow -headed,  but  could  be  seen  singly  or  with  what 
I  presume  was  its  mate,  a  greenish  brown  bird  with  lighter 
underparts.  The  Red-crested  is  one  of  those  birds  our  exhib- 

iting nienil)ers  would  say  "will  take  some  stopping."  The 
description  is. — 

Adult  male:  General  body  colouring  deep  black;  crown 

shining  carmine-lake;  back  bright  blue;  the  two  central  tail 
feathers  are  pointed  and  fully  one  half  inch  longer  than  the 
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outer  ones;  beak  dark-lioin;  legs  and  feet  yellowish-flesh 
colour.  Total  length  4^  inches,  of  which  the  central  tail 
feathers  measure  nearly  2  and  the  outer  ones  1  inch. 

Adult  female:  Above  olive -green;  quills  and  tail 
feathers  brownish;  below  very  pale  greyish-green;  beak,  legs 
and  feet  as  male. 

There  was  another  of  there  Manakins  which  I  named 

the  Red-headed,  (Pipra  aureola)  a  rather  stout  bird 
with  a  very  beautiful  coat  as  follows:  — 

Adult  male:  The  whole  of  the  head,  hind  neck  and 

breast,  very  rich  carmine-lake;  sides  of  face,  throat  and  chest 

rich  golden -yellow;  back,  rump  and  wing-coverts  deep  black; 
quills  and  tail  feathers  brownish-black;  the  quills  have  a 
white  blotch  on  the  inner  webs  forming  a  broad  and  striking 
wing  band  when  in  flight;  bend  of  wing  pale  yellow;  abdomen 
black,  streaked  with  yellow  and  red  down  the  centre  and 

continued  over  the  ventral  region;  thighs  white,  slightly 

tinged  with  pale  brown;  beak,  legs  and  feet  brownish -horn 
colour.    Total  length  4  inches,  tail  |. 

Adult  female:  Olive  green,  with  the  sides  of  the  face 

and  centre  of  abdomen  washed  with  yellowish;  throat  yellow- 
ish-olive. 

These  Manakins  appear  to  all  be  feeding  on  similar 

food,  and  it  is  very  strange  none  have  reached  this  country 
alive  (There  is  a  female  at  the  Zoo  in  the  Small  Birds  House 
at  the  present  time.  Ed.),  I  however  hope  that  before  the 
close  of  1910  some  few  at  least  will  have  landed,  as  before 

this  appears  in  print  they  will  be  on  the  way  oversea.  It 
is  considered  derogatory  to  the  dignity  of  a  white  man  to 
catch  birds  in  Trinidad.  I  however  was  determined  to  have 

a  try  with  nets  I  had  carted  over  for  the  purpose  and  arranged 
with  a  nigger,  who  was  an  expert  catcher  to  take  mo  to  his 

happj'  hunting  grounds,  and  for  a  consideration  Snowball 
consented.  I  accordingly  arranged  that  he  should  hire  a  suit- 

able conveyance,  and  call  for  me  at  8  a.m.  the  following 
morning  when  I  would  be  ready  with  all  my  tackle  {ind 
lood  for  the  day,  I  gave  details  of  the  trip  to  my  companion 
and  he  of  course  hoped  I  should  have  an  enjoyable  and 
successful  day,  but  refused  to  accompany  me.  Precisely  at 
8  a.m.  Snowball  arrived  with  a  donkey  and  cart,  the  poor 
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old  "  moko  "  poiild  walk,  and  no  doubt  a  fow  yoars  before 
could  have  i-aisod  a  trot,  but  was  now  ready  for  an  old  age 
pension.  I  had  so  much  chaff  to  put  up  with  before  starting 
that  it  was  I  assure  you  touch  and  go  whether  T  went  or 
not;  however,  after  my  friends  liad  assembled  and  wished  me 
all  the  luck  I  started,  but  did  not  ride.  Snowball  was  very 

indignant  and  expressed  his  indignation  in  words  more  forcible 
than  polite.  We  made  for  the  high  wooded  land  in  the 
interior  of  the  Island  where  I  was  assured  birds  were  as 

thick  as  bees.  There  is  always  a  crowd  of  natives  loafing 
about,  but  this  morning  they  were  more  numerous  than  usual. 
I  took  no  notice  of  this  until  we  were  fairly  on  the  way,  they 
were  following  us,  not  only  the  men  and  boys,  but  women 
with  children  slung  round  their  backs,  anfl  they  stuck  to  us 
like  leeches.  We  travelled  about  two  miles  in  the  hope  of 

shaking  them  off,  but  no  they  were  not  going  to  miss  seeing 

"White  man  catch  birds."  We  made  a  halt  and  I  am  afraid 
I  lost  my  temper.  I  threatened  to  shoot  them  if  they  did 
not  turn  back,  and  I  thought  I  had  got  rid  of  them.  We 
found  a  good  place  to  set  the  nets,  and  I  put  out  the  call 

birds  with  the  nets  ])aited.  Some  of  those  ebony  gentlemen 

however  soon  re -appeared  on  the  scene  and  as  more  turned 
up  got  very  cheeky  and  finally  surrounded  the  nets,  squatted 

down  aiuf  rc^fusod  to  luoxc.  They  had  conic  a  Imig  way  to  see 
"  White  man  catch  birds  "  and  were  not  to  ))c  done  out  of 

the  fun.  They  shouted  to  me  to  catch  tlic  liiids.  "  \Miite 

man  no  catch  birds?"  "  Massa  no  catch  anything?"  "  Where 
all  birds  white  man?"  and  such  remarks.  T  left  Snowl)all 
to  pack  up  the  nets  and  do  what  he  liked  with  them,  while  T 

left  in  disfj^-ust.  When  I  reached  the  Hotel  aj;;i,in,  T  learned 
that  my  compani'in  had  sjjread  the  news  amongst  tlu^  niggers 
the  ])revious  niijlit,  that  a  white  man  with  wonderful 

traps  was  about  to  star't  on  a  l)ird  catching  expedition 
and  that  it  was  worth  quite  a  fortune  to  any  catcher  to  obtain 

the  secrets.    This  was  my  last  attempt  at  catching. 

To  he  continued. 
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How  I  Brought  Home  a  Humming  Bird. 

By  Chas.  Hareis. 

Mr.  Chas.  Harris  of  De  Von  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  has  recently 
rolurnecl  from  the  West  Indies  and  among  other  rarities  has  success- 

fully landed  a  Humming  Bird,  "in  response  to  my  enquiry  he  has kindly  sent  me  the  following  notes.  Ed. 

I  procured  this  little  mite  in  the  West  Indies  from  a 

Negro  boy,  who  took  it  from  the  nest;  I  did  not  think  it  was 
possible  to  keep  it  alive,  but  I  decided  to  try.  I  purchased 

some  honey,  and  commenced  feeding  it  with  a  straw;  it  was  the 
smallest  feathered  mite  lever  saw  in  my  life.  I  got  an  Indian 

girl  to  make  a  basket  cage  for  it,  which  was  about  the  size 
of  a  Goose  egg.  It  became  quite  happy  in  its  new  home,  and 
after  three  or  four  weeks  commenced  to  feed  itself  and  grow 
a  beautiful  plumage  of  bright  green,  with  a  golden  head  and 
light  breast.  As  it  got  older  I  thickened  the  honey,  and  it 

fed  from  a  silver  thimble,  belonging  to  Mrs.  Harris,  which  I 

tied  to  the  perch  to  act  as  a  food  pot,  It  had  learned  to 
fly  by  the  time  we  left  Barbadoes,  so  I  constructed  a  thin 

perch  across  my  berth,  where  he  spent  his  time,  either  sitting 
or  flying  about.  It  got  to  know  my  voice  so  well  that  when 
I  entered  my  berth  and  spoke  to  my  wife,  it  would  call  out 
incessantly  until  I  fed  it  with  honey,  and  it  would  lick  the 

straw  of  honey  with  its  long  tongue,  which  was  half  the  length 
of  its  body,  until  it  was  pacified.  After  we  were  seven  or  eight 
days  at  sea  and  had  left  the  Tropics  behind,  it  began  to  feel  the 

cold  very  much,  and  Iliad  to  keep  my  electric  light  burn- 
ing and  the  door  closed  all  day.  In  the  bay  of  Biscay  we 

had  very  bad  weather,  cold,  with  very  high  seas  running,  he 
WHS  confiiKMl  to  his  little  hnsket  cage  for  warmth.  When 

vvc  reached  the  English  Channel,  the  weather  got  so  cold  that 

my  wif(-  had  to  case  his  little  house  in  flannel,  nevertheless 

he  still  kcj)!  up  and  braved  the  rough  passage  as  well  as  any 
passenger  on  board.  We  arrived  in  Southampton  in  the  early 
mor.iing  of  October  3rd.  Our  little  treasure  was  then  numb 

with  cold,  but,  when  we  started  off  with  the  London  Iioat-train 
I  was  pleased  to  see  the  sun  shining,  so  my  little  bird  sat 
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on  my  finger,  and  I  held  him  up  to  window  of  the  carriage 

all  the  way  to  get  the  full  benefit  of  the  sun,  which  gave  him 
new  life.  We  arrived  in  London  quite  safe,  with  our  little 

bird  looking  stronger  and  happier  than  he  was  the  day  I  first 
got  him.  He  now  has  full  wiiiys.  tail,  and  is  in  good  plumage. 

Yesterday  (Oct.  6th),  Isold  the  little  mite  to  Mr.  Maxwell, 

the  well-known  exhibitor,  who,  I  hope,  will  have  great  suc- 
cess with  it,  and  trust  he  will  exhibit  it  at  the  coming  Palace 

Show.  I  may  say,  that  besides  my  little  novelty,  I  brought  home 
14  cases  of  birds,  animals,  and  rejjtiles,  among  which  were 

100  Alligators,  one  mother  Sloth  and  baby,  one  pair  Jemmerson 

Lories,  100  rare  Tanagers,  Flycatchers,  Sugar  Birds,  etc.; 
20  various  monkeys,  including  Black  Marmozets,  Spider 

Monkeys,  Capuchin,  etc.;  one  very  lar,ue  Iguana,  several 

Snakes,  Lizards,  Land  Crab.s,  Swamp  Prones,  F.-ogs,  Toads,  etc.; 
40  Mongoose,  13  Scissor  Birds,  Canary-wing  Parrakccts,  and 
40  large  Amazon  Parrots,  and  a  host  of  other  stock. 

Book  Notices  and  Reviews. 

Indian  Birds.— A  key  to  the  Common  Birds  of  the  Plains  of  India. 
By  Douglas  Dewar.,  I.C.S.,  etc.    London,  1909,  John  Lane,  (is.  net. 

From  the  pen  of  our  esteemed  member  has  emanated  yet 
another  book  on  the  birds  of  India,  and  this,  his  latest  production, 

is  certainly  one  of  the  best  he  has  written,  being-  a  veritable 
multum  in  parvo,  and  though  as  the  writer  states  in  his  preface — 
"The  object  of  this  book  is  to  enable  people  interested  in  our  Indian 
birds  to  identify  at  sight  those  they  are  likely  to  meet  with  in  their 

compounds  and  during  their  excursions  into  the  jungle,"— it  will  l)e 
equallj'  useful  and  interesting  to  the  aviculturist  in  this  country,  in 
defining  such  unknown  Indian  birds  as  may  come  into  his  possession; 
for,  as  the  writer  frankly  state;3,  the  sliort  descrii)tions  are  not  from 

skins,  but  "  an  attempt  to  depict  the  bird  «v  it  looks  when  perched 
in  a  tree  or  during  flight."  Thus  these  may  differ  a  little  from 
the  text  books,  wldch  are  mostly  descriptions  of  the  skins  of  dead 
birds. 

The  plan  of  tlie  woi'k  is  botli  ingenious  and  ori,L;iiial,  and 
will  s]iecially  commend  itself  to  the  aviculturist  and  field  naturalist  — 
this  will  be  indicated  by  the  following  table  of  contents: 
PAHT  I  -A.    Hindustani  Names  of  Common  Birils. 

B.   Classilication  According  to  Structural  Pecularities.— 
1,  Bill ;  2,  Crest ;  3,  Legs  ;  4,  Tail ;  5,lSexual  Dimorphism. 
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C.  Olassiflcation  Accoi-ding  to  Culour- 
1,  Black;  2,  Blue,  3,  Brown;  4,  Coffee  or  Fawn  Colour;  5,  Green  ;  (j,  Grey 
7,  Pink  ;  8,  Red  ;  9,  White,  10,  Yellow;  11,  Birds  of  Many  Colours. 

D.  Classification  According  to  Habits— 
1,  Birds  having  remarkable  cries  ;  2,  Birds  whose  nests  are  likely  to  bo  found 
in  .my  garden  in  the  jilains  ;  3,  Birds  that  habitually  sit  on  exposed  perchest 
i,  Birds  tliat  go  aliout  in  flocks  ;  5,  Plight ;  fi,  Feeding  habits  ;  7,  Birds  which 
habitually  carry  the  tail  almost  verlieally. 

PART  II.— Descriptive  List  of  the  Common  Birds  of  the  Plain.s  of  India. 
It  will  thus  be  seen  that  Part  I.  consists  of  a  succession 

of  keys,  each  very  comprehensive  and  practical. — I  can  best  Illus- 
trate this  by  quoting-  the  sub-divisions  of  one  of  the  keys  under 

classification  according  to  colour. 
I.— Black,  (la'  All  Black,  (lb)  Mainly  Black,  (2)  Black-headed  Bird.s,  (3)  Black  collaret  or  gorget 

or  band  across  the  breast,  -la  Black  and  blue  ."Sb  Black  and  brown  (chest- 
nnti,,5c  bl.ack  and  coffee  or  fawn  colour,  5e  Black  and  pink,  .5f  Black  and  red, 
.5g  Black  and  white,  5h  Black  and  5'ellow  

All  the  other  keys  are  equally  comprehensive  and  should 

prove  a  boon  to  those  not  having  access  to  such  works  as  the  "  Fauna 
of  India,"  etc.,  and  equally  as  to  the  possessors  of  these  works,  as  a less  cumbersome  and  more  convenient  means  of  reference  for  field 
work,  or  in  aviary. 

Part  II.    The  Description  List  (231  species)  equally  com- 
mends itself  to  the  reader  by  reason  of  its  conciseness  and  utility. 

To  illustrate  this  T  will  quote  two  of  the  descriptions  of  -well  known 
species:—  ** 

"  78.  Spnrcrginthus  formosa:  The  Green  Munia,  or  Green  Waxbill. 
This  beautiful  little  bird,  which  is  barely  two-thii-ds  the  size  of 
the  sparrow,  is  frequently  caged.    The  upper  plumage  and  wings 
are  light  .green,  brighter  in  the  ('0(^k  than  in  the  hen ;  the  tail 
is    black,    the    k)wer   parts   are   yellow,    brigliter    in    the  cock 
thar  in  the  hen.    Bill  bright  red. 

"79.     Sporcrginllms  amavdavn :  The  Indian   lied  Munia,  or  Red 
Waxbill,  or  Lai,  or  Amadavat. 

Everj''  aviary  in  India  boasts  one  or  two  amadavats.    This  is 
a  tiny  little  bird  with  a  bright  red  lieak  and  red  eyes.  The 
general  hue  of  the  ]ilumage  is  reddish  brown  witli  patches  of 
the  richest  crimson  and  .some  tiny  white  spots.    There  is  more 
crimson  in  the  cock  (ban  in  the  hen,  and  in  the  former  in  the 
l)reeding  season  than  at  any  other  time  of  the  year.    But  in 
both   sexes  there  is  always  a  patch  of  crimson   on   tlie  lower 
nmip.   In  full  dress  the  cock  has  the  whole  head,  upper  plumage, 
breast,  and  sides  of  the  body  crimson.    As,  however,  the  wing 
feathers  are  brown,  the  little  birds  look  brown  and  not  crimson 

during  flight.    In  order  to  perceive  the  crimson  tlu^y  must  be 
watched  when  at  rest  in  the  sunlight. 

They  are  lightly  gregarious  and  ai'e  found  all  over  India. 
In  Burma  this  bird  is  replaced  by  an  allied  one  (F^.  flavldircvlria), 
having  the  abdomen  yellowish  red  instead  of  black.  (Illus.  G.  B., 
frontispiece.) 
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299 We  have  iiotliiiig  but  coinMioiulatioii  for  this  practical,  iiiffr- 
estiiig  and  invaluable  aid  to  the  identification  of  Indian  birds  and 
cordially  commend  it  to  our  readers  with  the  assurance  tiiat  they 
will  lind  it  an  exceedinj,dy  useful  addition  to  tlieir  libraries. 

Canaries,  Hybrids,  and  British   Birds   in  Cage  and  Aviary. 
CassoU  and  Co.,  in  monthly  parts,  7(1.  net. 

Part  VII. — Anothei'  good  issue,  whicli  contains  the  coni- 
plcliou  of  the  chapter  on  "  Plumage  and  Moulting,"  and  one  on 
"  Moulting  on  Colour-food."  The  frontispiece  i.s  a  chai-ming  coloured 
plate  of  hybrids;,  figuring  Siskin,  and  Greenfinch,  Goldlinch  and 

Bullfinch;  Gi-eenfinch  and  Bullfinch;  T?odpol!  and  Goldfinch;  and 
Linnet  and  Bullfinch;  witli  the  usual  complenient  of  photographic, 
line,  and  other  illustrations  in  Idack  and  while. 

Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  Publications: 

We  are  asked  to  notice  the  follow  iiiu- : 

No.     70.— Winter  Washing  of    P'i'uit   Trees   ,uid   the   T/eatment  <)f 
Neglected  Orchards. 

,,     1  ]  0.— Carriage  of  Goods   by   Rail   at   Ow  ner's   Risk  Rates. 
„     207. — Strawberry  Cultivation. 
„     227. — Swine  Erysipela.s. 
„     229.— The  Breeding  and  Rearing  of  Turkeys. 
„     230. — Cucumber  and  Tomato  Canker. 
„     234. — Leaf-sliedding  in  conifers,   due  to  Botri/tis  cincra. 
„     235. — The  Organisation  of  the  Milk  Supply. 
„     237.— Eedwater   in    Cattle.    (Bovine  pirop!asmo,sis). 
„     238. -Leaf  Diseases  of  Celery. 

Copies  of  the  above  may  be  obtained  fi-ee  of  charge,  and 
post  free  on  application  to  the  Secretary,  Board  of  Agriculture,  and 
Fisheries,  4,  Whitehall  Place,  London,  S.W.  Letters  of  apoli- 
cants  so  addressed  need  not  be  stamped. 

Zoological  Gardens  of  the  World. 
Compiled  by  Captain  S.  S.  Flower,  Zoological  Gardens,  Giza,  Egypt. 

This  most  useful  reference  list  (dated  September,  19101, 
compiled  by  our  esteemed  member.  Captain  S.  S.  Flower,  is  very 
comprehensive,  and  easy  of  reference,  being  arranged  alphabetically 
under  continents,  and  in  Eurojie  under  countries.  In  most  in- 

stances, date  of  foundation  and  Director  or  Proprietor  are  .driven 
thus : 

Africa,  Giza,  Cairo,  Egypt,  1891.  Cai)tain  S.  S.  Dlowcr, 
Director;    Mr.    M.    Nichol,   Assistant -Director. 

Asia,  Calcutta,  India.     187."),  Mr.  B.  Basu,  Officiating  Supt. 
Australasia,   Perth.      1898,   Mr.    E.   A.   Le   Souef,  Director. 

Europe,  Belgium,  Antwerj).     184.-1,  M.  M.  L'Hoest,  Director. 
British  Isles:  Edinburgh,  ffundcd  about  1841,  closed  after 

1858.     A  new  one  is  now  proposed. 
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London,  Regent's  Tark,  1828,  Dr.  P.  C.  Mitchell,  Secretary; 
Mr.  R.  I.  Pocock,  Superintendent. 

London,  Surrey  Zoological  Gardens,  founded  about  18.31, 
closed  1856. 

Copies  may  be  obtained,  we  presume,  from  tlie  compiler. 

Editorial. 

Nesting  Notes :  Taken  on  the  whole,  the  season  now 
almost  closed  has  not  been  altogether  unfruitful,  though  opening 
with  but  poor  promise.  To  the  results  already  announced  in 

our  pages  we  may  add  the  following: 

Common  Amadavat  (Sporosginthus  amandava)  x 

Zebra  Waxbill  (8.  suhflavns)  Hybrids.  In  the  aviary  of  our 

esteemed  member.  Dr.  J.  Easton  Scott,  a  brood  of  this  interest- 
ing cross  has  been  successfully  lirought  off,  and  they  are  now  on 

on  the  wing,  and  quite  independent  of  their  parents.  At 
present  they  are  quite  nondescript  in  their  plumage,  closely 
resembling  the  hen  Amadavat,  but  smaller,  and  with  a  few 
faint  undulations  on  the  sides  of  the  body.  We  shall  hope  to 

hear  more  of  them  later  from  Dr.  Scott's  pen.  This  is  the  first 
time  this  cross  has  been  reared  in  this  country. 

Cuban  Finches  (Phonipara  canora).  One  of  the  fea- 
tures of  the  season  may  be  said  to  be  the  freedom  with  which 

this  well  known  and  beautiful  species  has  been  bred.  In  the 
aviaries  of  our  esteemed  members  Mr.  H.  Willford,  and  Dr.  J. 

Easton  Scott,  several  broods  have  been  reared  from  separate 

pairs.  In  Dr.  Scott's  aviaries  one  pair  has  two  broods  out  of 
hand,  and  on  September  20th,  we  saw  their  third  brood  of  the 

season,  only  just  hatched.  Yet  for  many  years  this  species  was 
kept  without  any  breeding  result.  Mr.  E.  Philips  being  we 
believe^  the  first  to  achieve  this  success.  The  conclusion  to  be 

drawn  is,  we  think,  that  in  roomy  natural  aviaries  success  may 
be  reasonably  looked  for,  while  under  other  conditions  it  is  only 

occasional,  and  then  mostly  by  a  "  happy  fluke." 
Some  Intekesting  Results:  In  the  aviary  of  our 

esteemed  member,  Mrs._  Mahon,  the  following  have  been  suc- 
cessfully reared  to  maturity:  Shamas,  Red-whiskered  and 

White -cheeked  Bulbuls.  Regarding  these  successes  Mrs. 

Mahon  writes:  "The  Shamas  are  very  careful  parents;  the 
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cock  prepares  the  food  aud  gives  it  to  the  hen,  wiio  passes  it 

to  the  young — but  the  chief  diUiculty  I  have  liad  with  the 
Shamas,  has  been,  that  although  the  cock  is  a  most  devout 

parent  while  the  birds  are  young,  he  kills  his  sons  when  they 
are  grown.  He  killed  a  perfect  cock,  a  beautiful  songster,  a 

last  year's  bird,  pluckuig  every  feather  from  its  head  a  few 
weeks  since.  The  Shamas  allowed  me  to  help  to  build  the 

nest,  and  permitted  me  to  assist  them  in  feeding  the  young, 
both  often  standing  by  and  watching  me  put  the  insect  into  the 

gaping  mouth  of  their  young,  never  exhibiting  the  least 
fear  or  anger.  The  Pekiu  Robuis  are  very  interesting  to 
watch,  the  hen  never  leaves  the  nest  till  the  cock  comes  and 
takes  her  place,  and  he  sits  till  she  returns.  I  lost  the  young 

Pekins  ownig  to  being  away  at  the  critical  time — three  or  four 
days  old— and  the  parents  not  getting  regular  supplies  of  live 
food.  The  Bulbuls  built  four  nests,  hatching  out  the  two  eggs 
laid  each  time  and  rearing  the  young. 

The  above  notes  are  of  great  interest  and  we  trust 
Mrs.  Mahon  will  send  us  a  full  account  of  her  successes, 
which  are  of  permanent  interest. 

The  Importation  of  Foreign  Birds :  To  try  and  do 
somethhig  to  lessen  the  loss  among  new  arrivals,  our  esteemed 
Hon.  Business  Secretary,  Mr.  H.  Willford,  has  been  buying 
up  various  consignments  of  Tanagers  on  arrival  at  a  certain 
port,  and  is  retaining  them  in  his  large  and  hygienic  aviaries 

and  birdrooms  till  the  critical  period  has  passed — consequently 

the  birds  which  will  be  sent  out  have  a  reasonable  pi'ospect 
of  surviving  and  doing  well.  Of  course,  it  will  be  obvious  that 
Mr.  Willford  can  only  continue  to  do  this  if  he  receives  the 

support  of  members,  and  those  interested  in  Tanagers  and 
Sugar  Birds  should  write  to  him  for  a  list,  and  thus  assist  him 

in  his  lunijuue  project.  Mr.  Willford  is  expecting  a  consign- 
ment of  rare  species  to  be  privately  brought  over  in  the 

near  future. 

Green  Singing  Finches:  Our  esteemed  member,  Mr. 
H.  W.  Mathias,  has  a  pair  of  these  birds  busily  incubating 
a  clutch  of  eggs,  also  a  pair  of  Cordon  Bleus  engaged  in  a 
similar  manner.  This  season  has  not  been  so  successful  with 

him  as  the  past  one.  Mr.  Matthias  is  also  a  successful  carna- 
tion grower,  and  has  had,  a  very  successful  season  at  the  various 
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hoi'ticultuml  exhibitions  this  year,  a  leallet  of  which  is  dis- 
tributed with  this  issue.  Members  interested  in  carnations 

might  do  worse  than  send  to  him  for  a  list. 

Uncommon  Stecies:  We  have  been  asked  to  inclvide  a 

few  brief  descriptions  of  these.  We  shall  hope  to  supplement 
the  two  following  in  future  issues. 

Dufresne'S  Waxbill  :  (Coccopygia  dufresni)  Top  of 
iiead  and  Jiape,  lead-grey;  mantle  yellowisii-olive;  barred  with 
grey,  lower  back  and  upper  tail  coverts,  orange -vermiliion; 

wing,  smoky-black;  mostly  with  olive  external  edges;  central 
tail  feathers,  black,  others  ashy  brown;  side  of  head,  from 

just  al)ove  eye,  including  cheeks,  ear-coverts,  chin  and  throat, 
hitense  black;  this  black  area  bordered  with  white,  which 

mergeti  into  the  pale  greenish -buff  of  the  under  surface  of 
body;  upper  mandible,  black;  lower,  crimson;  irides,  rich 
red.  Female  lacks  the  black  head  marks  of  the  male,  other- 

wise very  similar,  but  slightly  duller. 

Masked  Firefinch  :  (Lo.r/o«o67/f/a  larvata)<  aiaty-grey 

on  the  upper  surface,  marked  more  oj'  less  with  vinaceous-red; 
lower  back,  upper  tail  coverts,  and  margms  of  tail  feathers, 

rich  crunson-red;  tail  otherwise  black;  wings  dusky,  with  the 

quills  bi'owu  with  usliy  mai'gins;  sides  oi  head,  (;hin,  y,nd 
ihroai  black;  breast  vinous-red,  Hanks  marked  with  black- 
edged  white  spots;  centre  of  breast,  abdomen,  thighs,  vent 

and  under -tail  coverts  black;  beak,  legs,  and  feet,  grey. 
Treat  as  Cordon  Bleus  and  Common  Firefiriches. 

Red-naped  Lorikeets  {T ruhoylo.'isuti  mbrilorques).  It 
will  (li)ubtless  interest  many  readei's,  especially  those  unable 
10  provide  roomy  aviaries  for  their  birds,  to  hear  that  in  one 
of  the  large  cages  inside  the  Zoo  Parrot  House  a  young  bird 

of  this  spe"Cies  has  been  successfully  reared.  In  i>lumage  it  ex- 
actly resembles  its  parents,  though  the  various  hues  of  its 

plumage  lack  the  lustre  of  the  adult  bird.  This  is  the  first 
occasion  on  which  this  species  has  been  successfully  bred  in 

Great  Britain,  though  hybrids  have  been  reared  between  this 

species  and  Forsten's  Lorikeet. 
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HOMING  BIRDS. 

Siii, — i  thought  the  following  might  perhaps  interest  members. 
In  ii  large  garden  aviary  1  have  Fekin  Hobins,  Budgerigars,  Mada- 

gascar Love  Birds,  Zebra  Finclies,  Uolden-breasts,  Uommou  VVaxbills, 
Cut -throats,  a  White  Java  Sparrow,  a  Grey  Singing  Finch,  and  u 
Bulbul.  During  the  fearful  gale  of  last  night  (Aug.  28),  the  door  of 
the  aviary  was  blown  open;  when  i  visited  it  at  7-30,  the  aviary  was 
tenantless  except  for  a  few  pairs  of  Budgerigars  who  were  nesting. 
I  left  the  aviary  door  open,  and  also  placed  near  a  cage  containing 
food  and  water.  During  the  day  the  birds  returned  in  small  parties 

-ut  dilferent  times,  and  at  4  o'clock  there  were  only  two  birds  missing 
—  the  White  Java  Sparrow  and  a  Budgerigar.  1  think  it  was  wonder- 

fully clever  of  the  birds  to  tind  their  way  back,  as  some  of  them 
were  absent  from  the  aviary  iive  or  six  hours,  and  were  not  visiblo 
anywhere  in  its  neighbourhood.  (^Lady;  EVELINE  WALDEN. 

NESTLING  PLUMAGE  OF  STELLA'S  LORIES. 
SiK, — i  have  made  a  close  examination  of  the  young  Stella 

Loiy  from  nest  No.  2,  and  I  lind  that  tliis  bird  has  far  more  yellow 
on  the  back  than  the  young  bird  from  nest  iSio.  1.  The  young 
bird  No.  2  is  practically  identical  in  colour  with  a  mature  hen;  from 
this  1  gather  tliat  a  young  hen  leaves  tlie  nest  in  nearly  adult 
plumage,  while  tlie  young  cock  shows  yellow  mottlings  amongst  the 
red.  i  think  this  observation  shoukl  be  placed  on  record  for  1  see 

in  Alivart,  that  according  to  Dr.  Sliaipe,  "  the  young  resemble  the 
male,  and  like  it,  have  a  crimson  brown  back."    The  same  autlior, 
ij[Uoting  Salvadori,  says:    "  The  young  male  
and  the  back  yellow  with  more  or  less  red." 

You  will  see  from  this  tiiat  Dr.  Sharpe  was  obviously  ut 
fault,  for  lie  makes  no  mention  of  yellow  feathers  at  all.  Salvadori 
may  be  right,  for  it  is  possible  that  the  young  birds  from  different 
nests  vary  in  the  amount  of  yellow  they  have.  I  will  presently 
isolate  these  two  young  birds,  and  liy  next  month  we  shall  see 
whetlier  my  supposition  is  correct,  viz.:  tliat  the  young  male  has 
the  brown  back  mottled  with  yellow,  while  the  young  hen  is  nearly, 
if  not  quite,  as  yellow  as  the  mature  female.  E.  J.  BHOOK. 

r.S. — The  new  young  Black  Lory  is  doing  well. 
GOULDIAN  FINCHES  IN  ABNORMAL  PLUMAGE. 

Slit, — it  may  interest  Miss  Bruce  to  know  that  last  year 
1  had  an  exactly  similar  experience  to  her  own,  but,  with  a  Black - 
headed  Gouldian  (f.  This  year  this  bird  has  gone  back  to  the 
normal  plumage,  except  that  the  feathers  round  the  vent  and  of  the 
under  tail  coverts  are  grey  in  place  of  white  E.  J.  BROWN. 

NOTES  OF  THE  BIRDS  IN  MY  AVIARY  AND  GROUNDS. 

SiK, — in  small  lean-to  aviary  canaries  (yellow,  green,  and 
mottled;,   with  some  Zebra  Eiuches  have   been  nesting  busily  aU 
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the  season,  tliuugli  with  only  modetiite  results.  Numbers  of  eggs' 
were  laid  in  nests  and  also  dropped  on  the  lloors,  but  comparativelvi 
lew  were  hatched.  It  seems  to  have  been  a  bad  season  iii  that 
respect  in  aviaries,  and  also  amongst  poultry,  complaints  of  infertile 
eggs  have  been  noted  from  many  places,  both  in  England  and  Ireland. 
A  few  of  my  young  birds  were  killed  and  half  eaten  by  mice, 
which  are  a  great  pest,  and  almost  impossible  to  guard  against.* 
i  have  now  five  young  Zebra  Finches  from  two  pairs  of  old  ones, 
and  several  Canaries  all  healthy,  strong  birds,  brought  up  on  the 
old-fashioned  egg  and  bread-crumb  diet. 

In  the  grounds  and  garden  the  small  birds  are  beginning 
to  be  seen  and  heard  again  after  what  seemed  to  me,  a  particularly- 
long,  silent,  and  still  month  (August;,  in  bii-d  life— none  were  to 
be  seen,  with  the  exception  of  the  swallow  tribe,  which  were  un- 

usually numerous,  and  an  occasional  Robin  or  two.  Now,  the  latter's 
notes,  cheerful,  though  suggestive  of  autumn,  make  themselves  heard 
in  the  early  morning,  accompanied  occasionally  by  the  Wren,  with 
its  curious  sharp  treble — Coal,  and  Tom-tits  show  themselves,  llittini^ 
from  tree  to  tree  and  singing  on  tlie  boughs,  head  downwards  in 
search  of  insects,  in  their  wonted  gay  and  joyous  fashion,  and 
welcome  at  all  seasons  of  the  year. 

(.Hon.  Mrs.)  SOMERSET  WARD. 
ZOO  GATHERINGS. 

Sir, — A  short  account  of  our  recent  meeting  at  the  Zoo- 
logical Gardens  may  prove  of  interest.  The  last  (unfortunately) 

of  these  gatherings  took  place,  as  arranged,  on  Saturday  afternoon, 

September  17th,  our  rendezvous  being,  as  before,  the  Small  Birds' 
House,  and  tlie  time,  2-30  p.m.  As  on  i)i-evious  occasions,  several 
members  travelled  from  a  distance,  and  although  the  number  was  not 
as  large  as  one  would  like,  it  is  the  forerunner  of  what  should  prove 
to  be  in  the  future  a  strong  attraction  for  recruits  to  our  fascina-^ 
ting  hobby. 

The  contents  of  the  Small  Birds'  House  came  lirst  under 
uui'  notice,  and  although  few  new  species  were  seen,  a  considerable 
time  was  spent  here.  The  new  aviaries  in  the  centre  called  forth 
expressions  of  approval  on  all  sides,  but  would,  I  am  sure,  be  of 
greater  interest  if  the  collection  of  small  seed-eating  birds  was 
more  varied,  the  majority  of  the  birds  in  this  particular  aviary 
being  Red  Avadavats.  Our  old  friend  the  Mynah  was  interviewed, 
but  in  spite  of  the  attention  given  to  him  by  several  ladies,  he 
said  nothing,  and  probably,  as  no  mealworms  were  forthcoming, 
did  a  fair  amount  of  thinking. 

As  time  was  limited,  a  start  was  made  for  the  Western 
Aviaries,  and  here  the  company  divided,  one  section  in  charge  of 
our    esteemed    Treasurer,    the    other    under    the  guidance  of  the 

*lt  should  be  possible  to  poison  these  ofl:'  with  the  Danzig  Virus 
without  detriment  to  the  birds. — Ed. 
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Editor.  Commencing  at  opposite  ends,  a  tour  was  made 
through  the  aviaries;  , many  of  the  occupants  were  far  in  the  moult. 
Passing  mention  may  be  made  of  a  party  of  Blue  Robins;  the 
colour  of  these  birds  being  exceptionally  fine,  and  it  is  unfortunate 
that  this  delightful  species  should  be  so  difficult  to  procure.  At 
the  meeting  of  both  parties  in  the  centre  of  the  aviaries,  attention 
was  directed  to  the  Kagu,  whose  peculiar  display  created  a  con- 

siderable fund  of  amusement. 

At  the  kind  invitation  of  Mr.  Page,  an  adjournment  was 

made  for  tea,  served  at  the  Fellows'  Pavilion,  numerous  reminis- 
cences and  ideas  were  exchanged  over  the  cups,  the  time  passing 

only  too  quickly. 
A  visit  to  the  Parrot  House  concluded  the  proceedings.  An 

interesting  occurrence  here  was  the  appearance  of  a  young  Ped- 
naped  Lorikeet,  *  which  apparently  had  only  left  the  nest  a  few 
days.  It  is  particularly  encouraging  to  note  this  bird  as  they  have  but 
very  little  seclusion  here  as  compared  with  a  private  aviary,  and  as 
several  pairs  of  the  gorgeous  species  have  been  on  the  market 
recently  we  should  hear  more  of  them  in  future.  Our  attention 

was  also  called  to  the  very  rare  Guilding's  Amazon  of  which  three 
specimens  were  to  be  seen.  As  it  was  drawing  near  closing  time 
we  made  our  way  toward  the  exit,  much  regretting  this  was  the  last 
official  visit  for  the  season,  but  I  believe  our  untiring  Editor  has 
several  schemes  in  view  for  the  future,  which,  I  am  sure,  will  re- 

ceive the  enthusiastic  support  of  all  members.        R.  J.  W.\TTS. 

GREEN  FOOD  AND  LONGEVITY. 

SiE,— Re  the  remarks  on  green  food  in  our  last  issue, 
I  have  in  an  indoor  aviary  along  with  a  few  Britishers,  Cack  Madagas- 

car, Napoleon,  Half-masked,  and  Red-billed  Weavers.  When  in  season 
I  give  the  British  birds  a  few  garden  peas.  I  found  the  weavers 
also  verj'  fond  of  the  peas,  they  would  snap  one  up  and  fly  with  it 
to  the  top  of  the  aviary,  hold  it  with  their  claws,  and  bite  bits  off 
with  evident  relish. 

I  would  also  like  to  remark  on  the  good  age  attained  by  a 
cock  Napoleon  Weaver,  which  I  gave  to  a  friend  fifteen  years 
since,  this  being  the  first  foreigner  I  had,  but  at  that  time  did  not 
know  what  it  was.  It  is  in  good  health,  and  condition,  and  looks 
like  running  yet  another  fifteen  years. 

I  am  told  it  is  very  partial  to  a  bit  of  cooked  rabbit  or 
fowl,  this  being  equivalent,  I  suppose,  to  mealworms,  etc. 

R.   E.  SIMPSOX. 

CROSS  MATING  OF  ROSELLA  x  ROSEATE  COCKATOO. 

SiE, — I    send   a    short    account   of  what,    I  think,  is  an 
interesting  occurrence  in  my  out-door  aviary. 

I  have  had  for  two  or  three  years  a  pair  of  Rosella  Parra- 

The  first  of  this  species  to  be  bred  in  Great  Britain. — Ed. 
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keets.  Tfie  cock,  a  paiticularly  tine  bird,  was  taken  trom  a  wild 
nest,  near  Melbourne.  He  is  tame  enough  to  come  on  my  head,  but 
resents  being  handled.  The  hen  Rosella  has  laid  eggs,  but  they  have 
never  hatched. 

This  Spring,  I  bought  an  Australian  Grey  Parrot  with  pink 
brea-st    (Roseate    Cockatoo.— Eb.) 

Rob  (the  cock  Rosella)  soon  shewed  a  great  interest  in  the 
new-comer,  and  in  May,  to  my  great  surprise,  he  frequently  fed 
the  Grey  Parrot. 

After  a  time  the  Grey  laid  two  large  eggs  (size  of  pigeon's), 
l)ut  sat  very  irregularly,  and  the  eggs  did  not  hatch.  On 
investigation  later  I  found  that  one  of  the  eggs  was  fertile.  All  the 
Summer  the  friendship  between  these  two  birds  continued,  Rob 
always  sitting  near  his  chosen  companion.  The  Hosella  hen  did 
not  show  any  resentment  to  her  rival. 

Lately  the  grey  bird  began  to  moult  and  was  ill  and  very 
mopy,  sitting  with  head  under  her  wing. 

I  gave  Parrish's  chemical  food  which  the  parrot  allowed 
me  to  put  into  her  beak,  but  sometimes  she  screamed  and  then  Rob 
would  come  bustling  up  and  peck  my  hands,  which  I  took  care  to 
protect  with  gloves.  Rob  would  sit  and  look  at  the  parrot  in  the 
saddest  way,  always  close  at  hand  to  keep  off  other  birds.  Last 
Tuesday  the  poor  Grey  lady  was  dead  when  I  went  into  the  aviary ; 
as  soon  as  I  went  near,  Rob  flew  to  her,  and  placing  his  foot  on  her 
outstretched  wing,  seemed  to  defy  ms  to  take  her  away.  All  the 
time  I  was  tidying  up  and  feeding  the  other  birds  Rob  remained  on 
guard,  it  was  most  pathetic  to  see  him.  Later  in  the  day,  with 
my  incredulous  family  looking  on,  I  a^ain  attempted  to  remove  the 
dead  bird,  and  again  Rob  put  his  foot  on  her  and  looked  fiercely  at 
me.  However  with  mv  gloved  hand  I  pu=ihed  him  away,  and  caried 
off  the  dear  departed  Grey.  But  Rob  has  not  forgotten  or  forgiven, 
and  flies  at  me  ferociously  whenever  T  go  into  the  aviary. 

Is  not  this  a  very  unusual  occurrence?  The  mating  of  two 
different  species  of  parrot  (there  being  a  hen  Rosella  present),  and 
various  other  varieties  of  birds.  If  I  got  another  hen  Pink-breasted 
Parrot,  Mill  Rob  be  likely  to  a"t  in  the  same  way  ? 

(Mrs.)  B.  CROYSDALE. 

[I  should  sav  the  Rosella  (Q)  was  lacking  in  vigour,  hence 

"  Rob's  "  choice,  which  will,  in  all  probability,  be  repeated  if  you 
procure  another  Roseate  hen. — Ed.] 

Some  Correfipondence  unavoidahl  1/  held  over  on-ing  fo  pressure  on 
our  space. — Ed. 

Post-Mortem  Reports. 
None  to  hand  iil  lime  nj  flninfi  It)  press. 
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JOURNAL   OF   THE   FOREIGN   BIRD  CLUB. 

Hunstein's  Magnificent  Bird  of  Paradise. 
( Dip!) ylluden  iitacjui/ica } 

By  O.  Millsum 

It  is  with  no  diiliculty  tliat  i  recall  the  flutter  and  excite- 

ment I  experienced  when  I  received  tlie  oll'cr  of  a,  Hunstein's, 
To  possess  u  bird  of  Paradise  was  the  one  great  "  l)irdy  "  event 
I  desired.  They,  in  common  with  any  other  unique  species, 
appeal  to  me  with  such  force,  that  when  tlie  opportunity  arises 

for  nie  to  secure  a  rarity,  I  feel  such  unbounded  pleasure, 
that  for  the  brief  space  of  a  few  moments  I  cannot  restrain 

myself — feel  ready  to  bustle  anyone  jovially  about  who  may 
be  at  the  time  within  my  presence.  .Just  these  feeUugs, 
only  more  accentuated,  took  possession  of  me  when  the  subject 

of  our  frontispiece  was  liJi;ely  to  become  mine.  Oui'  worthy 
Editor  has  reason,  I  believe,  to  understand  those  feelings,  for 
as  it  happened,  I  had  the  pleasure  of  his  company  during 
this  particular  week-end,  and  he  was  the  unexpected  and  much 
surprised  individual  upon  whom  1  then  vented  my  feelings. 

The  bird  was  secured,  and  at  the  L.C.Ii.A.  and  Crystal 
Palace  Shows  of  last  yeai'  took  premier  honours.  The  credit 
for  its  condition  and  health  was  at  that  time  due  to  that  skil- 

ful lady  aviculturist,  Mrs.  Johnstone,  from  whose  aviaries 
I  had  the  opportunity  of  securing  this  handsome,  but  lestless 
creature,  for  try  as  I  would,  by  every  means  possible,  during 
the  past  year  to  steady  him,  I  lind  it  quite  impossible  to  do 
so,  and  he  remains  very  little  steadier  than  the  day  he  left 
the  aviary.  He  has,  however,  fully  and  cleanly  moulted 
during  the  past  season,  and  is  now  as  perfect  as,  I  should  say, 
a  wild  specimen,  the  richness,  purity,  and  depth  of  the  hues 
of  his  silken  plumage  being  unsurpassable. 

It  is  no  news  to  my  readers  to  know  the  change  I 
willingly  made  in  my  life's  course.    From  the  multitudinous 
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details  of  niodeni  competitive  commerce,  I  tiave  utidcu'taken 
tlie  welfare  of  birds  I  love  so  much.  These  belong  to  R. 
Pauvvcls,  Esq.,  a  fellow  member  of  our  society,  whose  birds 
and  aviaries  will  be  heard  of  later,  for  Everberg  aviaries  are 
destined  to  become  well  known  both  in  England  and  on  the 
Continent.  Immediatelv  I  had  decided  to  join  Mr.  Pauvvels, 
the  Hunstein's,— the  subject  of  this  article— was  transferred  to 
his  unique  collection,  and  very  soon  a  mate  was  found  for  him. 
Both  are  now  in  superb  condition  and  health,  and  ne.xt  year 
I  hope  to  attempt  to  secure  for  Mr.  Pauvvels  the  coveted 
honour  of  breeding  them.  It  may  be  a  fruitless  etTort,  Imt 
one  never  knows!  It  is  the  unexpected  that  frequently  hap- 

pens in  aviculture,  and  to  devote  one's  life  entirely  to  it  calls 
lor  a  philosophic  spirit,  for  disappointments  are  numerous, 

whilst  anxiety  for  the  birds'  welfare  is  never  absent. 
To-day,  Everberg  aviaries  boast  six  species  of  Birds 

of  Paradise,  comprising  fifteen  specimens,  and  to  say  that  Mr. 
Pauvvels  only  really  commenced  his  huge  collection  of  foreign 
l)irds  within  the  last  eighteen  months  (although  being  a  fancier 
from  boyhood),  is  to  give  some  faint  idea  of  the  enthusiastic 

avicultural  spirit  he  possesses.  The  collection,  numbering 
at  this  date  over  400  specimens,  many,  I  may  say  mostly, 
uncommon  and  unique.  Within  such  a  short  period  to  secure 
six  species  of  Birds  of  Paradise,  is,  most  of  my  readers  will 
admit,  no  small  achievement. 

I  tind  no  difficulty  in  treathig  the  Paradiseidm — and 
except  a  short  (Itut  nevertheless  danyerous  period  while  it  lasted) 

illness  of  the  Hunstein's,  I  have  not  had  an  ailing  specimen 
among  them.  My  method  of  feeding  is  regular,  nevertheless 
as  varied  as  possible:  Morning:  I  give  the  necessary  supply 

of  "  Stamin  "  my  insectile  mixture.  This  is  generally  mixed 
in  the  ordinary  way — making  it  crumbly  moist,  with  boiling 

water.  Another  method  is  to  place  "  Stamin  "  dry  in  the 
mixing  pot,  add  a  sufficiency  of  boiled  Potatoes  and  Carrots, 
which  have  been  boiled  in  their  skins,  and  put 

through  a  mincing  machine,  then  thoroughly  mix  this  with 

the  "  Stamin  " — quite  sufficient  moisture  is  contained  in  the 
vegetables — after  a  very  thorough  mixing  with  a  fork — pass 
it  through  the  hands  to  ensure  the  vegetables  being  properly 

incorporated  with  the  "  Stamin,"  then  add  a  good  quantity  of 
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Currants  or  Sultanas— ugaiu  well  mix  and  it  is  ready  for  the 

birds.  This  is  the  morning  meal.  Nothing  further  is  given 

until  the  evening,  unless  may  be  some  green  food.  1  iind 

Paradise  Birds  very  fond  of  lettuce.  The  evening  meal  con- 
sists of  fruits  and  mealworms.  The  fruit  I  vary  as  much  as 

possible,  but  usually  it  consists  of  one  or  more  of  the  following 

—  Currants,  Sultanas,  iiaisins.  Grapes,  Bananas,  Apples  or 
Pears,.  The  three  former  are  scalded  and  cleansed  before  being 

supplied  to  the  birds— this  is  absolutely  necessary,  as  however 

good  the  quality  of  Dried  Fruit  one  may  procure,  there  is  always 
a  certahi  amount  of  dirt  and  dressing  adhering  which  must  be 

removed,  or  the  result  of  such  particles  of  accumulated  matter, 

entering  the  intestines  of  such  frail  creatures  may  cause  serious 
illness  and  possibly  many  deaths,  besides  the  act  of  scalding 

and  cleansing  brings  the  fruit  to  a  more  enjoyable  and  nutri- 
tious condition.  You  may  think  this  a  great  trouble.  All  1  can 

say  is  "  trouble  "  vanishes  if  you  have  a  real  love  for  your 
birds.  1  find  myself  rarely  free  from  them — they  need  all  the 
attention  one  can  give. 

Birds  of  Paradise  stand  climatic  changes  wonderfully 

well.  The  Hunstein's  have  not  had  the  slightest  artiticial  heat 
since  being  under  my  care.  However,  as  the  large  birdroom 
here  is  htted  with  hot  water  pipes,  and  most  of  the  other 
Paradise  Birds  are  caged  there,  with  varied  specimens  of 
other  birds,  they  get  a  little  warmth,  and  it  suits  them  equally 
well.    I  must  admit  this  is  more  comfortable  for  all  concerned. 

Most  of  our  members  know  my  lust  for  exhibiting,  a 
desire  arising  from  thinking  that  unique  and  beautiful  biids 
should  be  seen  on  the  show  bench  for  the  benefit  of  the  public 

generally,  and  no  doubt  stimulating  many  others  to  an  interest 

in  tropical  bird  life  and  to  associate  themselves  with  avicul- 

ture; further,  all  fanciers  are  keenly  interested  in  Nature's 
productions  from  other  climates.  This  desire  of  mine,  is, 

to  some  extent,  shared  by  Mr.  Pauvvels,  and  no  doubt,  occa- 
sionally a  few  specimens  from  the  Everberg  aviaries  or 

Darwin's  Dovecote  which  1  have,  personally,  christened  our 
homestead,  will  be  seen  on  the  English  bench. 

No  description  of  mine  is  necessary  to  describe  the  Hun- 

stein's, for  the  accompanying  plate  gives  all  necessary  details. 
Before  1  left  Swindon,  Mr.  Uoodchild  spent  a  few  days  with 
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iiie,  sketching  with  that  inimitable  skill  of  his,  various  speci* 
mens  of  mine  wliich  were  then  about  to  be  transferred  to  Mr. 

Pauvvels,  amongst  which,  and  the  most  important,  was  the 

liunstein's; — our  frontispiece  being  yet  another  exanijile  of 
his  faithful  work.  Personally  I  shall  never  forget  the  swift- 

ness and  accuracy  of  his  pencil,  as  he  sketched  the  bird  as  it 

lied  from  perch  to  perch  in  its  large  aviary-cage. 
I  have  before  mentioned  its  unsteadiness:  it  is  not  so 

with  all  the  species  of  this  richly  endowed  group.  A\'e  have 
here,  Ivings  and  Apodas,  quite  steady  and  tame,  in  Fact,  one 
would  think  they  had  never  been  free,  so  kindly  do  they  take 
to  cage  life.  I  have  always  found  that  in  all  varieties  of 
birds,  one  comes  across  individual  specimens  that  never  be 

come  tame,  and  yet  thrive  wonderfully  in  captivity;  the  reason 

is  obvious — nervousness.  It  is  the  same  with  genus  Hoiho 
dispositions  and  nervous  temperament  vary  considerably. 

Om-  esteemed  membei-,  Mr.  H.  D.  Astley,  wiitiiiLc  in  the 
"  Avicuitural  Magazine  "  concerning'  tlii.s  genus,  (|U(Miiig  the  expeci- 
lence  of  our  esteemed  member  Mr.  W.  Goudtello-w,  who  has  !)eeii 
responsible  for  the  collection  and  importation  of  so  many  rare  species 
of  Birds  of  Paradise;  states: 

"  A  very  interesting  fact  with  regard  to  the  liahits  of 
"  these  birds  is  that  the  males  select  some  small  tree,  from  wiiich 
"they  strip  all  the  leaves,  carrying  them  away,  and  permit - 
"  ting  no  refuse  around  their  playground.  On  the  barri!  in'anches 
"  the  males  display  and  dance,  so  that  all  their  beauty  can  he  seen. 
"  Ml-.  Goodfellow  threw  some  leaves  down  upon  the  sjiace  that 
"  they  had  cleared  beneath  the  sapling,  and  the  birds  with  ci'ies  of 
"  indignation   removed  the   offending  obstacles." -  Ed. 

By  E.  J.  Brook. 

[Our  esteemed  merabei-  has  kindly  sent  nie  at  vei'y  .slioji 
notice,  the  following  interesting  notes  as  to  the  demeanour  of  this 
grand  ,species   in   his   aviary. — Ed.] 

In  the  aviary  I  find  the  Hunstein's  l^ii'd  of  Paradise 
to  be  rather  uninteresting,  any  way  the  mature  males  are. 

They  sit  almost  without  movement,  the  bill  pointing  upwards, 

far  long  periods.  They  rarely  show  themselves  in  the  open 
but  remain  in  the  inner  part  of  the  aviary  or  hidden  in  a 
bush.  The  females  and  young  males  are  lively  enough  and 

do  jiot  seem  to  mind  showing  themselves.  This  is  rather 

curious  but,  is  I  think  a  provision  of  nature.    May  it  not  be 
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thai  \\\v  hens  and  young  males  being  of  an  inconspicuous 
coloui  arc  not  afraid  of  showing  themselves  but,  when  the 

males  assume  adult  plumage  they  kee[)  still  to  avoid  observa- 
tion. The  colouration  of  the  adults  rather  bears  out  this 

theory,  observe  one  of  these  birds  from  below,  the  dark  green 
breast  is  very  like  a  vine  or  other  leaf  in  shape  and  the 

tail  wires,  looking  like  tendrils,  add  to  the  I'esenibhuicc. 
Again  look  at  the  back  of  the  bird  and  I  think  one  would  be 
at  onco  struck  by  the  resemblance  to  the  end  of  a  shaft  of 

bi'iyht  siuiliHht  penetrating  the  jungle  and  shining'  on  a  leaf 

;n  the  undergrowth.  The  Hunstein's  ai'e  rather  \o!'a(  ioa,- 
feeders  and  scatter  the  food  about  a  great  deal,  also  they 
are  great  l)athers.  They  seem  harmless  and  I  have  never  seen 

them  offer  to  fight.  The  display  is  curious  but  I  have  rai'cly 
seen  it  for  the  birds  are  very  shy,  it  consists  chiefly  in 
expanding  the  breast  feathers  laterally  with  quick  jerks. 

Bird  Life  Through  the  Camera. 

By  H.  Willfoed. 

f  Contijiued  from  paije  276). 

Painted  Finches  (Emhlema  picta):  The  supplement- 
ary photos  of  this  species,  illustrating  these  notes,  will  I  hope 

not  be  out  of  place,  for  apart  from  any  other  value,  they 

convey  to  those  who  have  not  bred  any  of  the  Foreign  (irass- 
linches  in  their  aviaries,  a  perfect  idea  of  the  nature  of  site, 
manner  in  which  all  these  birds  build,  demeanour,  etc.,  under 

the  conditions  of  aviary  life  and  incidentally  also,  open  out  to 
us  in  some  measure,  somewhat  of  their  life  history  in  their 

native  haunts— as  those  who  have  been  fortunate  enough  to 
liave  them  go  to  nest  will  be  able  to  testify. 

We  have  in  all  the  pictures  the  typical  donuid  nest, 

c()n.->tructed  of  hay  or  dried  grasses  and  lined  with  feathers  or 

othei-  soft  material,  and  we  may  reasonably  conclude  that  the 
nests  they  build  in  their  native  wilds  are  very  similar, 
although  I  believe  they  then  choose  very  thick  set  thorny 
hushes  as  a  site  for  their  nest,  as  these  alTord  them  some 
I)rotection  from  any  lurking  danger  common  to  their  native 
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wilds,  during-  the  periods  of  incubation  and  while  rearing  liicir 
progeny. 

In  captivity  Grassflnches  seem  very  variable  as  to  their 
choice  of  a  nesting  site,  sometimes  a  grass  bank  is  chosen,  at 
others  some  ornamental  shrub,  as  with  my  Painted 

Finches — even  Laurels  are  not  despised,  and  these  are  by  far 
the  safest,  owing  to  the  protection  afforded  during  heavy 

rains  by  their  large  leaves.  A  pair  of  Rufous -tailed  Grass- 
flnches l)uilt  and  reared  a  fine  brood  this  year,  in  the  top  of 

a  large  Laurel,  but  unfortunately  it  was  out  of  reach  of 
the  camera. 

At  the  time  these  photos.  (Nos.  1.  2.  3.  and  4)  were 

taken  the  parent  birds  were  brooding  four  young — both  parents 
taking  part  therein  and  also  in  the  task  of  feeding  their  young: 
for  instance,  while  the  hen  was  brooding  the  cock  would  lie  taking 
in  a  suj)ply  of  spray  millet  (this  being  their  chief  food  when 
rearing  young),  and  as  soon  as  he  tlew  to  the  nest,  away  went 
the  hen,  whose  place  he  would  take,  until  such  time  as  she 

returned  with  a  further  supply  of  food — the  period  being  from 
ten  to  fifteen  minutes. 

In  the  photos  of  the  cock  bird,  it  v/ill  be  noticed  that 

the  tip  of  the  beak  is  white;  this  is  caused  by  some  of  the 
regurgitated  millet  adheiing  to  it  after  the  process  of  feeding. 

The  feeding  of  the  young  for  the  first  few  days,  was  done 

whilst  brooding,  the  parent  birds  after  settling  down  would 
place  theii  beaks  under  their  feathers  and  apparently  feed  by 

feeling  the  mouths  of  the  young — this  leads  me  to  believe  that 
perhaps  after  all,  the  luminous  sjjots  are  only  a  coincidence 

and  not  a  guide  to  the  parents  in  feeding  in  .the  dark. 

A  very  interesting  feature  of  their  nesting  operations 
was  the  manner  in  which  the  male  bird  looked  after  the 

welfare  of  his  family — sometimes  the  hen  would  leave  her 

young  for  a  lly  round  the  aviary,  when  immediat(dy  her  "  lord 
and  master  "  would  start  driving  her  to  the  nest,  not  desisting 
from  chasing  her  a))out  till  she  settled  near  the  nest,  when  he 
would  suddenly  ])o[)  in  himself  and  after  much  calling  arul 
coaxing  would  persuade  her  to  follow,  Avhcn  being  apparently 

satisfied  he  would  fly  off". 

PlAMONP  PovE  (Geoprlia  cuncata):     No  further  com- 
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h,/  II.  Willfonl 
i.    Diamond  Dove  S  on  nest. 

5.    Painted  Finch,  cock  calliny  hen  to  nest. 
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ment  is  called  for  here,  but  the  additional  photo  is  introduced 

at  it  gives  a  much  better  and  clearer  idea  of  the  markings 
and  of  the  bird  generally  than  the  one  produced  in  our  last 
issue. 

Californian  Quail  (Lophortyx  calif ornic us).  Our  last 
photos  for  this  issue  figure  this  handsome  species  brooding 

several  chicks — they  were  rather  more  nervous  of  my  hiding 
tent  that  the  finches  appeared  to  be. 

I  only  discovered  the  nest  just  as  the  eggs  were  chipping, 
so  had  to  get  the  best  result  I  could  with  such  little  time 

for  preparation. 

They  are  very  easy  to  cater  for,  feeding  principally  on 
canary  and  millet  seeds,  and  no  doubt  picking  over  the  soft 

food  placed  there  for  the  other  birds  and  capturing  many 
insects . 

The  nest  is  merely  a  hollow  scraped  out  at  the  root 

of  a  bush  or  in  coarse  grass,  and  the  eggs  deposited  therein. 

This  appears  to  be  common  to  all  the  Quails — they  lay  a 
prodigious  number  of  eggs  if  some  are  removed,  but  I  do  not 

consider  this  advisable — I  certainly  have  found  the  yovmg 
thrive  much  better  if  left  with  their  natural  parents,  than 
when  the  eggs  are  placed  under  Bantams,  etc.  and  so  reared. 

The  young  thrive  well  on  any  fine  ground  biscuit  and 

meat  meal  and  soon  pick  up  seed — custard  is  also  very  useful 
in  bringing  these  birds  on. 

I  have  seen  the  male  assist  the  hen  in  brooding  the 

chicks,  and  he  always  takes  a  deal  of  interest  in  the  doings  of 
the  hen  and  her  progeny. 

Description:  Adult  male.  The  crest  is  black  and 

formed  of  club-shaped  feathers;  throat  and  cheeks  black  mar- 
gined with  white;  eyebrow  stripes  white;  sides  and  back  of 

neck,  mantle,  chest  and  tail  grey,  which  on  the  neck  is  mar- 
gined with  black  and  sjiotted  with  white  ;  lower  back,  rump,  and 

wings,  greyish  olive-brown;  breast  bulT,  merging  into  bright 
chestnut  on  the  abdomen,  and  margined  with  black;  sides  of 

body  greyish -oliv(>.     Total  length  9J  inches,  tail  3|. 
Adult  female:  The  crest  is  shorter  and  browner;  there 

are  no  black  and  white  head  markings;  thi'oat  white  with  dark 
shaft  streaks;  neck,  mantle  and  breast  greyish -brown;  the 
under  parts  are  white,  slightly  washed  with  buff  on  the  ab- 
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donien,  and  strongly  so  with  brown  on  the  sides  of  body  and 
Hanks.    A  little  smaller  than  the  male. 

Habitat:  Its  natural  range  is  the  Western  States  of 

N.  America,  extending  north  to  Washington,  south  to  Cape 
St.  Lucia,  Lower  California,  and  eastward  to  Nevada.  It  has, 
however,  been  introduced  into  several  countries. 

Wild  life :  The  following  notes  are  compiled  from  the 
records  of  several  traveller  naturalists  and  various  field  notes. 

They  favour  undergrowth  and  thickets,  near  or  alongside  water- 

courses, bush -covered  hillsides  and  ravines,  and  also  frequent 
the  roads,  cultivated  land,  vineyards,  and  edges  of  clearings 
to  feed.  They  mate  in  March  or  a  little  earlier,  according  to 
season,  and  the  flocks  of  the  winter  gradually  break  up  into 
pairs.  In  localities  where  it  is  not  harrassed  and  hunted,  it 
becomes  very  tame,  in  fact  almost  domesticated,  and  nests 
close  to  houses  and  outbuildings,  and  in  garden  shrubberies. 
Mostly  only  one  brood  is  raised,  l)ut  at  times  two,  in  the 
latter  case  the  male  takes  entire  charge  of  the  first  brood  when 

the^  are  about  three  weeks  old,  the  lien  then  laying  and  in- 
cubating her  second  clutch.  In  the  fall,  when  family  cares 

are  over,  they  assemble  in  large  i^acks. 

Food:  Seeds  and  insects. 

Nest:  Merely  a  slight  hollow  sci-atched  in  the  ground, 
and  slightly  lined — the  position  varies  greatly — under  the  shel- 

ter of  a  rock,  a  log,  small  bush,  tufts  of  grass  or  weed  are  the 
more  usual,  but  nests  have  been  found  in  the  open,  and  also 
in  the  forked  branches  of  trees 

E(/gs  :  The  clutch  is  very  variable,  usually  from  twelve 

to  sixteen,  but  as  many  as  twenty -four  have  been  found  in 
a  nest.  The  eggs  are  variable  as  to  colour,  being  greyisii  or 

yellowisli-white,  spotted  and  dusted  with  various  hues  of  brown. 

Tiie  only  other  species  of  Quail  I  have  bred  ai-e  Chinese 
Puinlcd,  Pectoral,  and  Common,  which  did  well  and  thrived 

oii  the  saiiic  ti'i'atmcnt  as  ,i;ivcn  to  the  Califoniians. 

To  be  Co?i tinned. 
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Nesting  of  the  Argoondah  Quail  {Pcrdimia  argootidah) 

and  White-cheeked  Crested  Quail 

{Knj)s(icliorty.r  lencopnijon). 

By  W.  E.  Tesc'Hbmaker,  B.A. 

Our  Editor  tells  me  that  he  has  had  a  request  for  an 

article  on  bi-eedin^;^  Quails,  so  it  has  occurred  to  mo  that  I 
mi^lu  coiiiljinc  some  notes  on  tliis  subject  with  some  account 
ol  the  nesting  of  the  above  two  species  in  my  aviaries  during 
the  past  season.  The  sul)jeet  of  the  manageinent  of  Ijirds 
is  one  that  ]  always  approacli  with  great  caution  Inr  two 
reasons:  in  tlie  iirst  place  aviculturists,  as  a  class,  are  ,so 

remarkaltly,  so  painfully  "  touchy  "  that,  if  one  ventures  to 
dilTer  from  their  expressed  views,  the  result  is  frequently  a 
passage  of  arms,  and,  secondly,  individual  birds  and  individual 
aviaries  differ  so  greatly  that  treatment  which  answers  well 

in  one  cas(>  is  often  a  complete  failure  in  another.  Further, 
with  regard  to  this  particular  subject,  my  exi)erience  is  not 
sufficient  to  enable  me  to  speak  with  confidence,  so  I  have 
decideci  to  set  down  here  the  views  of  a  more  experienced 
aviarist  than  myself  and  supi)lement  them  witii  one  or  two 
suggestions. 

(^)uite  the  best  article  on  the  subject  of  breeding  i^)uail;> 
that  1  have  yet  come  across  is  one  by  Mr.  1).  Setii  Smith, 

which  appeared  in  the  A  riciilinral  Magazine,  N'ul.  v.  (X.S.), 
p.   :1U.    I  will  consider  the  advice  given  seriufim. 

I.  In  the  first  place  the  writer  tells  us  that  Quails 
should  have  a  fairly  large  run,  well  turfed  and  with  some 
covert,  part  of  which  should  be  roofed  over  and  sanded  to 
provide  a  place  for  scratching.  I  may  mention  that  I  have 

rooted  up  the  turf  in  my  own  aviaries,  leaving  a  few  patches 
here  and  there  for  nesting,  because  I  find  tliat  the  grass 

grows  so  rank  in  the  summer  that  no  l>ir(ls  can  penetrate  it 

unless  oik-  is  continually  culling  it  short. 

II.  Secondly,  that  it  is  not  necessary  Ihiit  each  pair 

should  ha\-e  a  separate  aviai\v:  Mr.  Seth  Smith  tells  us  Iha. 
in  an  enclosure  measuring  42  feet  x  21  feet  no  less  than 

tlii'ce  pairs  i-eared  young  in  one  season.  It  should  be  inention- 
ed,  however,  that  in  this  article  he  refei-s  chiefly  io  !^)uailo 
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of  the  genus  Cofurnix  and  it  is  signifieant  that  the  latter 

have  no  spurs.  Many— indeed  most— of  the  Quails  are  born 
fighters  and  one  would  be  lucky,  I  think,  if  one  as  a  rule 
bred  more  than  one  species  in  one  enclosure. 

III.  The  association  of  two  females  with  one  male 
answers  well. 

IV.  If  there  is  only  one  female,  remove  the  male  after 

incubation  has  commenced  because  he  may  worry  the  female. 
I  have  found  the  male  very  useful:  he  will  protect  the  nest 

from  other  birds,  brood  the  young,  find  insects  for  the  young, 
brood  the  weakly  young  whilst  the  hen  takes  the  strong  ones 
out  foraging  or  vice  versa  and,  should  the  female  die,  he  Avill 

rear  the  young  single-handed. 

V.  When  the  young  are  hatched,  drive  the  female  and 
young  into  a  run  6  feet  x  4  feet,  boarded  all  round,  with 
one  end  to  open  and  part  of  top  removable  for  feeding,  and 

cover  i^art  of  top  with  brushwood:  the  run  must  lie  ]daced 
on  a  level  piece  of  grass.  I  have  no  doubt  that  this  method 

would  answer  very  well  in  cases  where  the  adults  are  thorough- 
ly tame  and  steady,  but  it  must  be  remembered  that  many 

species  are  naturally  and  constitutionally  wild,  and  nothing  will 

ever  make  them  tame.  I  tried  Mr.  >Seth  Smitli's  method 
with  my  Crested  Quails  in  1909  and  this  is  what  happened. 
The  adults  were  brooding  the  young  very  closely  when  we 
commenced  to  drive  them  towards  the  run  but,  as  soon  as 

they  saw  that  we  intended  to  move  them,  they  dashed  away, 

kicking  the  young  over  right  and  left,  took  wing  and  hurled 
themselves  like  feathered  bombs  against  the  far  end  of  the 

netting.  The  young  in  the  mean  time  scattered  and  hid  in 
the  thickest  of  the  grass.  However,  we  netted  the  adults  and 

incarcerated  them  in  the  I'un,  leaving  them  for  half  an  hour 
to  simmer  down;  we  then  caught  the  young  one  by  one  and 
took  them  in  to  warm  at  the  kitchen  Are.  We  then  cautiously 
introduced  them  into  the  run,  Imt  the  result  was  not  what 

we  had  hoped.  The  adults  tore  madly  up  and  down  the  run 

trampling  the  young  underfoot  and  leaping  up  wildly  against 
the  netting  and,  had  we  not  instantly  removed  the  young,  they 
\voul(i  have  been  all  dead  in  a  very  few  moments. 

T  think  the  above  method  would  answer  excellently 

when  the  adults  are  steady— indeed  it  is  the  one  which  would 
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first  suggest  itself.  The  only  other  suggestion  that  occurs 
to  mo  is  that  some  waterproof  material  would  be  better  than 
brushwood  for  a  covering,  because  Quails,  when  newly  hatched, 
are  the  most  tender  little  things  imaginable  and  a  very  few 
moments  exposure  to  wet  or  cold  will  be  enough  to  kill  an 
entire  brood. 

V.  Feed  on  fresh  ant-pup£e  (or,  in  default,  small 

gentles)  with  a  soft  food  consisting  of  hard-boiled  egg,  bread- 
crumbs, dried  ant-pupse  and  crissel.  They  may  1)e  reared  on 

.soft  food  and  seed  alone.  Egg,  as  we  all  know,  is  used  by 

many  persons  with  complete  success  (and  Mr.  Seth  Smith  is 
evidently  one  of  them,  for  he  tells  us  that  he  has  never  lost 

a  single  young  Quail  after  getting  them  safely  enclosed  in  the 
run)  but  what  I  should  expect  to  happen,  if  I  used  it,  would 
be  that  the  parents  would  scatter  it  with  their  powerful  feet 
over  the  whole  floor,  that  it  would  remain  there  until  stale, 

that  the  young  would  then  pick  it  up  and  that  one  would  lose 
the  lot.  I  have  not  used  egg  myself  since  one  memorable 

occasion  when  I  lost  fifteen  (out  of  sixteen)  young  canaries 
in  a  single  day. 

VII.  Turn  the  mother  and  young  out  into  the  aviai^y 
again  at  the  age  of  fourteen  days. 

The  above  useful  advice  relates  of  course  to  breeding 
operations  conducted  in  the  summer,  but  with  the  two  species, 

of  which,  I  am  writing  to-day,  I  had  the  unusual  experience 
of  having  to  attempt  rearing  the  young  in  mid-winter  and  in 
late  autumn,  which  is  not  by  any  means  so  simple  a  matter. 

THE  ARGOONDAH  QUAIL. 

We  will  first  consider  the  Argoondah  Quail.  I  gave 

some  account  of  my  old  pair  in  Bird  Notes  (November,'09.) 
under  the  heading  "The  Month's  Arrivals."  This  is  an  Indian 
species,  belonging  to  the  genus  Pcrdicula — the  latter  having 
twelve  tail  feathers,  less  than  half  the  length  of  the  wing,  the 
tarsus  of  the  male  provided  with  a  blunt  spur  and  the  plumage 
of  the  sexes  being  different.  The  male  Argoondah  is  inches 
in  length,  has  a  white  breast  handsomely  barred  with  black, 

a  brick-red  throat  and  flights  barred  on  the  inner  and  outer 
webs  with  rufous.  I  find  that  this  characteristic  applies  only 

to  quite  adult  specimens.    This  particular  male  when  he  came 
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into  my  possession  had  only  a  few  of  the  primaries  barred 
(all  the  secondaries  were  barred)  and,  when  I  parted  with  him 

in  August,  '10,  the  7th,  8th  and  9th  primaries  were  still 
only  spotted  with  rufous.  The  female  has  the  throat  white,  the 
under  parts  dull  buff  and  the  back  beautifully  mottled  with 
dark  grey.  The  Argoondah  Quail  is  closely  related  to  the 

Jungle  Bush  Quail  (P.  asiatica)  but  prefers  open,  dry,  rocky 

country.  It  is  used  by  the  natives  for  fighting  pui'poses  and 
is  not  esteemed  as  a  table  delicacy. 

I  kept  this  pail-  in  a  small  h(>ated  aviary  in  a  corner 
of  which  I  placed  a  few  tussocks  of  dead  grass.  The  male  soon 

scraped  out  a  hollow  under  one  of  these  and  the  female  com- 
menced to  lay  in  the  last  week  of  December.  She  took  nearly 

a  fortnight  to  lay  the  full  clutch  of  six  eggs,  the  last  being  laid 

on  the  10th  January,  on  the  afternoon  of  which  day  she  com- 
menced to  sit.  The  male  would  often  squat  beside  the 

female  but  never  incubated  the  eggs  himself.  On  the  .31st  of 

January — a  morning  when  the  ground  was  a  sheet  of  ice  and 

the  thermometer  recorded  nine  degrees  of  frost — six  little 
Argoondahs  were  hatched  after  an  incubation  period  of  almost 

21  days  (Mr.  Seth  Smith  gives  16  to  19  days  for  Coturnix). 

So  tiny  were  they  that  they  could  pass  easily  through  half -inch 
netting.  They  were  a  rich  brown  on  the  back  and  head,  with 

dull  buff'  under  parts,  and  did  not  show  the  central  dorsal  stripe 
so  characteristic  of  the  young  of  many  gallinaceous  birds. 

Wo  should  have  had  nothing  for  them  but  soft-food  but  for 
11\e  kindness  of  our  member  Mr.  Suggitt,  who  was  good  enough 
to  send  me  some  small  gentles  which  he  had  preserved  in  wet 
sand,  and  which  were  simply  invaluable.  On  the  6th  the  quill 
feathers  of  the  wings  could  be  seen.  On  the  10th  (seven  degrees 
of  frost  in  the  night)  buff  spots  began  to  appear  on  the  wings 
and  the  youngsters  began  to  use  the  latter  appendages:  these 

spots  grew  more  and  more  conspicuous,  especially  with  scapu- 
lars, until  they  formed  a  parallel  series  of  markings  down 

the  sides  of  the  back.  On  the  16tli  the  adults  were  pairing 

again,  Init  they  did  not  desert  the  young.  On  the  21st  a 
dark  line  could  be  distinguished  on  the  sides  of  the  crown  above 

the  leyebrow  stripe:  the  breast  became  striped  and  the  buff' 
spots  on  the  wings  more  triangular.    On  the  23rd,  the  female 
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laid  ;if,';iiii.     I  luive  omitted  to  say  that  tlio  wcix'  a  very 

li^iit  ImiV  almost  wiiilr:  size  1. 00  x  8;'). 
On  liii'  2411i  till'  young  were  rull\'  featlicnMl  except 

on  tlie  ei'owii  and  abdomen.  On  tiie  2()tli  I  was  interested 

lo  sec  them  i-ating  earth,  Ihoug-li  wiial  tiie  objert  was  I  camiot 
imagine,  a-  lln'v  liad  plenty  of  grit  perhaps  for  medicinal 
[lurpo^es  On  liie  1st  March  there  were  only  three  left  of  the 

original  six,  and  I  Ix'gau  to  despaii"  of  fully  I'eai'ing  any,  but 
aflei'  that  date  the  wcathei'  im])r()ved,  the  sun  gave  us  a  look 

up  ami  tlie  little  Argoondahs  took  a  fresh  gri^)  of  lif(>.  The 
remaining  tliree  were  ail  reared  and  turned  out  strong  and 

handsome  little  Inrds.  I^y  the  Dth  February  they  were  well 
foatliered  on  the  crown,  the  moustatdiial  stieak  liad  disappeared 

and  the  tdueks  were  coveriMl  with  dark  feathers  with  Indght 

eontres.  All  tliis  time  the  lien  had  been  laying  and  l>y  the 

2(5th  she  had  a  ciutcii  of  no  less  than  14  eggs,  of  which  [  ic- 

moved  (i.  From  this  second  (dutch  three  more  young  bii'ds 
w(^re  reared.  At  the  age  of  seven  weeks  the  young  were 

fully  feathered  and  quite  independent  (Mr.  Seth  Smith  gives 
live  weeks  for  Colunii.r)  and  the  young  males  could  l)e  easily 

distinguished  by  their  barred  breasts,  though  it  is  singular  that, 
from  t!ie  5th  to  the  7th  week,  llie  l)reasts  of  tlie  females  also 
shewed  distinct  traces  of  barring.  The  photo  gives  a  good 

idea  of  the  young  at  the  age  of  oru'  month. 
As  I  have  now  parted  with  my  Argoondahs  I  can  say 

w  ithout  fear  of  being  misunderstood  that  I  do  not  know  any 
of  the  smaller  Quails  more  charming  or  more  suitable  for 
aviculture  than  this,  being  very  hardy,  ((uite  easy  to  Ijrced 
and  most  delightfully  tame  (although  by  the  way,  i)r.  Russ 

considers  the  species  wild*)  To  my  great  regi'et  the  clear, 
ringing,  musical,  call-notes,  with  wdiich  the  male  .Vrgoondaii 
used  to  herald  the  dawn  of  day,  are  no  longer  heard  in  the 
aviary.    But  life  is  full  of  partings! 

THE  WHITE-CHEEKED  CRESTED  QUAIL. 
This  species  differs  very  markedly  in  almost  every 

characteristic  from  the  one  above  described.    It  belongs  to  the 

*  Russ  says—"  Lately  introduced  into  the  trade  by  Gaetano 
Afri   of   Trieste  is   unfortunately   pugnacious  and 
timid  and  dillieuit  to  t;ime,  otherwise  it  would  t)e  an  oi'nanient  tf 
the  bird -room." 
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genus  Eupsychortyx,  in  which  the  sexes  differ  in  plumage, 
the  crest  is  well  developed,  and  the  twelve  tail  feathers  are 

more  than  half  the  length  of  the  wing.  It  is  almost  as  large 

(8.5  inches)  as  the  well-known  Californian  Quail  (9.7  inches) 
and  exceedingly  handsome,  the  crest  of  the  male  being  huff, 

the  ear  patches  pure  white,  margined  with  chestnut,  eyebrow- 
stripe  rufous,  the  breast  rich  chestnut  covered  with  large 
white  spots  right  up  to  the  throat,  the  back  ttnely  mottled  with 
black  The  female  has  a  brown  crest,  the  under  part  paler 
and  is  a  good  deal  smaller.  It  is  a  South  American  species 
ranging  from  Veragua  to  Columbia.  Its  wildness  I  have 

already  alluded  to.  It  is  somewhat  arboreal  in  its  habits, 
frequently  roosting  in  shrubs  and  taking  refuge  in  trees  when 
alarmed.  It  is  also  very  fond  of  sunning  itself  in  the  early 
morning  on  a  roof,  whereas  the  little  Argoondah  Quail  is 
liardlj  ever  seen  off  the  ground.  Its  call  notes  are  somewhat 
like  those  of  a  Partridge,  but  are  not  frequently  heard  except 
during  the  breeding  season.  On  the  whole  I  should  say  that 
it  is  not  a  very  easy  .sijecies  to  breed.  They  had  a  beautiful 

pair  of  its  close  relative,  Sonini's  Crested  Quail,  in  a  breeding 
aviary,  at  the  Zoo,  some  time  since,  but  I  have  not  heard 

that  they  had  any  success  with  them. 

I  obtained  my  pair  early  in  '08  but  they  made  no 
attempt  to  nest  that  season  in  a  medium  sized  out -door  aviary. 

In'OiJ  I  shifted  them  to  a  larger  aviary  where  they  incubated 
a  clutch  of  13  eggs  in  the  month  of  August,  the  result  of  which 
attempt  I  have  partly  described  al>ove.  I  will  only  add  that  I 
released  the  adults  and  the  young  from  the  pen  and  allowed 

them  to  range  at  liberty  in  the  aviary.  They  did  well  for  a 

day  or  two,  but  the  lirst  rather  wet  and  cold  night  destroyed 
the  entire  brood.  They  nested  again  in  Septeml)er,  laying  13 

eggs,  but  I  removed  the  latter  just  before  hatching,  thinking 
it  useless  to  attempt  rearing  the  young  so  late  in  the  season. 
I  found  that  every  single  egg  contained  a  live  chick.  The 

period  of  incubation  appears  to  be  unusually  long.  In  the 
first  instance  it  was  28  days  (9th  August  to  ()th  September). 
This  season  they  concealed  their  nest  so  well  that  I  did  not 
find  it  until  the  9th  August  (the  female  having  then  been 

missing  for  several  days):  they  hatched  on  the  30th.  I  do 

not  think  it  has  ever  been  suggested  that  any  of  the  Quails 
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take  longer  than  21  days  to  hatch,  so  it  would  have  been  much 
more  .satislactory  if  I  had  been  able  to  note  the  exact  day  when 

incul)ati()ii  coiunienc'ed  this  season,  but,  as  it  is,  I  can  only 
k>av(>  the  matter  as  it  stands. 

1  am  not  aware  that  the  eggs  or  young  of  this  species 
iiave  been  described  so  the  accompanying  photo  may  be  of 
interest.  The  eggs  are  rich  buff,  blotched  and  freckled  with 

light  red:  size  1.20  x  .92.  As  will  be  seen  they  are  of  a  type 

mon^  usually  associated  with  the  Plovers,  somewhat  flattened 
at  the  larger  end  and  pointed  at  the  smaller  end. 

Tiie  young  have  the  well  marked  central  stripe,  passing 

fiom  the  crown  down  the  back,  a  rich  red-l)rown. 

This  summer  I  tried  the  Crested  Quails  in  a  small 
breeding  pen  without  any  result,  but  as  soon  as  they  Avere 
transferred  to  the  larger  aviary  they  again  laid  13  eggs  in  a 
beautifully  hidden  nest,  in  the  midst  of  a  thick  patch  of  long 

grass.  The  female  used  to  draw  the  grass -stems  together  over 
her  until  she  was  quite  invisible  even  to  one  knowing  her 

exact  position.  I  had  come  to  two  conclusions;  one — that 
the  adults  would  only  nest  in  a  large,  natural  aviary;  two — 
that  the  young  could  not  be  possibly  reared  except  with 

artificial  heat  :  I  therefore  got  the  apparatus  in  which  the  young 
Argoondah  Quails  were  reared  all  ready.  This  was  in  the 

verj'  warmest  corner  of  a  warm  house  and  consisted  of  frwo 

compartments  separated  by  what  engineers  would  call  a  "  l)atllc- 

plate  " — in  other  words  a  division  under  which  the  young 
could  pass  easily  but  the  adults  only  with  difficulty  and  at 

the  centre;  the  object  being  to  prevent  the  adults  from  rampuig 
up  and  down  the  enclosure  and  trampling  on  the  young. 

The  adults  brought  off  12  young  at  mid-day  on  the  HUth 

August,  leaving  one  chick  on  the  point  of  hatching — another 
proof  of  the  extraordinary  fertility  of  the  eggs. 

Having  located  the  family  party  under  a  bush  close  to 

me  side  of  the  aviary,  I  fastened  one  end  of  a  small  herring- 
net  to  the  wire-netting,  and  got  an  assistant  to  hold  the  other 
end.  I  then  began  to  surround  the  bush  with  a  very  fine- 
meshed  clap-net.  The  adults  soon  took  to  their  heels  and  ran 
into  the  pocket  of  the  large  net  which  was  at  once  thrown 

down  on  them  by  my  assistant.    The  young  entangled  them- 
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selves  ill  the  .small  net  and  were  extricated  one  by  one  and 
placed  ill  a  cage.  Old  and  young  were  then  taken  to  the 

rearing-pen,  tiie  operation  occupying  less  than  iialf  an  liour. 
On  the  11th  September  the  chicks  were  showing  buff 

triangular  spots  on  the  scapulars  and  on  the  l.Sth  tlieir  breasts 

were  most  strikingly  marked  with  longitudinal  stripes  of  bull- 
ish-white. It  is  singular  that  the  young  of  some  birds  and 

manimals  (as  for  instance  the  Tapirs)  pass  through  a  phase  of 
colouring  which  is  actually  brighter  and  more  variegated  than 
that  of  the  adults,  but,  hi  tropical  countries  where  a  glowing 

sun  casts  vivid  shadows  on  the  ground,  these  schemes  of  colour- 
ing probably  render  the  young  less,  and  not  more,  conspicuous. 

I  was  away  from  liome  from  the  20th  Sei)tcniber  till  the  oth 
October. 

On  the  (itli  1  removed  the  adults  and  turned  tlic  young, 
which  were  almost  as  wild  as  the  adults,  uuo  the  covered  house. 

This  was  a  mistake,  for  I  lost  half  a  dozen  in  rapid  succession 

through  dashing  themselves  against  the  glass.  I  sent  one  to 
our  Editor,  aged  eight  weeks,  which  was  killed  in  this  way. 

At  this  age  the  crest  is  well  developed,  the  sides  of  the 
face  are  rufous,  the  breast  streaked  with  dark  l)rowii,  the 

back  having  many  dark  brown  feathers  with  bold  centre  stripes 
of  bull,  the  tail  mottled  and  barred  with  black;  but  what  chiefly 

interested  iiic  was  a  couple  of  most  singidar  patches  one, 
in  the  centre  of  breast,  rufous,  and  another  at  the  side,  just 

covering  the  butt  of  the  left  wing,  light  chestnut  with  wiiite 

ocellatioiis  (as  hi  the  adults).  I  wanted  to  obtain  our  Editor's 
opinion  as  to  whether  this  was  an  instance  of  the  actual  change 
of  colour  in  individual  feathers,  the  possibility  of  which  has 
been  often  denied. 

I  have  only  three  young  Crested  (Quails  left  now  and  these 

I  have  incai'cerated  again  in  the  rearing  pen  where  they  are 
doing  well.  They  have  rather  pretty  piping  notes  ((juite 
different  from  those  of  the  adults)  which  form  a  little  scale 

with  distinct  intervals  of  "  thirds." 
I  fear  that  the  number  of  young  fully  reared  of  the  above 

two  species  will  appear  insignificant  when  compared  with 

Mr.  Seth  Smith's  record,  but  I  am  almost  sure  that,  if  any  of 
our  members  will  try  the  experiment  of  rearing  young  Quails 
in  February  and  October  they  will  agree  with  me  that  it  is 
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not  quitp  so  simple  a  matter  as  it  may  ajijioar  nn  pajier. 

1 1  iiiiido  a  careful  examination  ot  tlic  hicast  patches  and  ain 

strongly  of  the  opinion  that  it  is  an  actual  change  of  colour  in  indi- 
vidual feathers,  and  was  intensely  intei'ested  therein — our  esteemed 

member  should  be  able  to  confirin  tliis  opinion  or  otherwise  by  the 

time  the  young'  Quails  become  fully  adult— ])ersonally  I  feel  no  doubt 
upon  the  point  and  am  assured  that  similar  colour  changes  are 
more  universal  than  is  generally  admitted.  The  whole  subject  is 

intensely  interesting  and  oui'  members  should  keep  all  fledgelings, 
undei"  the  strictest  observation,  dui'ing  the  peiiod  of  donning  adult 
plumage.  Ed.] 

Quails. 

By  Wesley  T.  Pack,  F.Z.S.,  Etc. 

To  keep  and  breed  Quails  snfcessfully  the  aviary  must 
be  roomy  and  contain  plenty  of  natural  cover  in  the  form  of  low 
bushes,  and  tall  grass  and  weeds,  bundles  of  brushwood  may 

be  added  in  suitable  jiositions  to  increase  same. 

Several  species,  in  sin.yle  jmirs,  may  occupy  the  same  aviary 

providing  the  cover  is  good  and  space  ample,  and  though  in 
the  breeding  season  the  males  of  the  respective  pairs  become 

intolerant  of  each  othei',  yet  serious  quarrelling  seldom  occurs. 
At  the  breeding  season  in  my  aviary,  lacking  natural 

cover,  I  was  only  able  to  kee[)  one  species  in  each  enclosure, 
purchasing  this  experience  at  the  expense  of  several  losses. 

Young  Quails  may  be  reared  on  ordinary  insectile  mixture 
and  seed  alone,  yet  if  procurable  the  task  is  much  easier  if 

live  ants'  cocoons  ("  eggs  ")  and  gentles  are  supplied  and 
according  to  my  experience  (principally  of  other  birds)  the 
young  are  more  robust. 

All  the  species  to  be  described  in  this  paper,  unless 

otherwise  stated— are  hardy  providing  they  have  a  dry  shelter 
shed  to  retire  to  at  will. 

This  article  is  written  by  request. 

THE  rHINESE  PAINTED  QUATL. 
( R.rcdlj ncinrin  rhinrnsis) . 

This  cluniniiig  and  d ini iiiul i\-e  species  is  one  of  tlu^  most 
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beautiful  of  the  Quail  tril)0,  an  adult  male  being-  a  i)filliaiit 
and  handsomely  clad  fellow  (inly  a  coloured  plate  pi-operly 
depicts  it. 

The  adult  male  is  olive -brown  on  the  upper  parts,  the 
feathers  of  the  mantle  are  barred  with  black  and  have  light 
shaft  streaks;  wings  darker  l)rown  with  the  coverts  more 

or  less  mahogany,  red  and  splashed  in  the  centre  with  slaty- 
blue;  the  forehead,  lores,  ear -coverts,  and  breast  also  slaty - 
blue;  chin  and  throat  black;  from  the  sides  of  each  nnandible 
extend  two  white  streaks  extern  lin  y  to  the  ear  coverts  and 

divided  by  a  narrow  black  line;  a  crescentic  white  collar 
borders  the  black  throat,  which  is  margined  with  black;  the 

middle  of  chest,  abdomen,  ventral  region,  and  tail  mahogany- 
red;  bill  black  with  a  leaden  sheen;  legs  and  feet  ochre - 
yellow;   total  length  5^  inches,  tail  1^. 

The  female  is  simply  a  plain  brown  bird,  the  feathers  of  the 

upper  parts  being  barred  with  black,  and  have  light  shaft 
streaks;  the  throat  is  white;  sides  of  face  slightly  rufous; 
under  parts  pale  buff,  barred  with  black  on  chest,  sides  and 
flanks. 

Range:  This  is  very  extensive;  they  are  found  in  Ceylon, 

the  Indian  Peninsula,  the  Indo-Chinese  countries;  Formosa, 
Celebes,  and  Ternate.  It  also  occurs  in  Australia  and  this 

form  was  given  specific  rank  by  Gould  as  E.  aastralis. 

With  so  wide  a  range,  it  is  not  sui'prising  that  there  are  local 
variations  both  in  size  and  colouration 

Wild  Life:  They  keep  in  pairs  but  at  the  end  of  the 
breeding  season  they  are  found  in  small  coveys,  consisting  of 
the  parent  birds  and  their  young. 

According  to  Hume,  swampy,  grassy-lands  and  meadows 
are  their  favourite  haunts,  and  they  are  seldom  found  far  from 

such,  but  they  wander  into  low  bush-jungle,  the  edges  of  low- 
standing  crops,  and  also  into  grassy  patches  along  the  sides  of 
roads. 

They  feed  chiefly  on  grass-seeds,  and  so  far  as  .f-funic's 
ol)servations  went,  very  little  on  either  ui'aiu  or  insects  (they 

are  certainly  very  keen  on  mealworms,  gentles,  and  live  ants' 
"  eggs  "  in  the  aviary). 

The  hen  sits,  but  the  male  is  always  to  be  found  close 

at  hand;  when  the  yomig  ar'e  hatched  l)oth  parents  accompany 
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them  for  at  least  two  months  after  they  are  able  to  fly. 

The  nest  is  a  mere  depression  in  the  ground,  in  a 

clump  of  coarse  grass,  loosely  lined  with  a  few  grass  stems. 

The  eggs  are  usually  five  or  six  in  number;  olive-brown  in 
colour,  more  or  less  speckled  with  reddish-brown  or  purplish- 
grey  dots. 

In  the  aviary  their  habits  are  very  similar  to  those 
described  above.  In  my  late  aviary,  when  I  kept  this  species 

I-  could  only  supply  growing  grass  in  boxes  and  change  them 
pretty  freciuently.  While  these  were  in  the  aviary  they  were 

always  used  as  squatting  places,  but  though  eggs  were  fre- 
quently dropped  about,  no  attemi)t  was  made  to  incubate  them, 

which  is  scarcely  to  be  wondered  at. 
With  those  aviarists  having  roomy  natural  aviaries  at 

their  disposal  thay  have  bred  freely — in  one  aviary  as  many 
as  ,30  were  reared  in  one  season  from  a  single  pair. 

In  my  aviary  they  had  access  to  canary,  millet  and  the 
coarser  seed  mixture  for  the  Cardinals  and  Parrakeets,  but 

their  princpal  diet  was  the  former,  they  also  picked  over 

the  soft  mixture  and  at  times  got  both  gentles  and  live  ants' 
"  eggs  " — of  mealworms  they  got  a  few  daily — they  were  the 
first  to  attack  flowering  grass  and  other  weeds,  when  the 

daily  supply  was  put  in.  When  rearing  young,  live  ants' 

"  eggs,"  gentles  and  fine  ground  Partridge  meal,  made  crumbly 
moist  should  be  supplied,  Imt  they  soon  begin  to  pick  up  seed. 
Some  aviarists  give  finely  minced  hard  boiled  yolk  of  egg  for 
the  first  few  days. 

The  young  are  very  precocious  and  are  in  full 
adult  plumage  at  the  age  of  about  five  weeks. 

Unless  the  aviary  is  a  large  one,  it  is  a  wise  precaution 

to  clip  one  wing,  this  is  usually  sufficient,  as  by  the  time 
the  moult  has  passed,  they  are  mostly  sufficiently  settled  not 
to  damage  themselves  by  wild  upAvard  flights. 

A  pair  of  these  or  some  other  species  of  Quail  <iught 

to  be  in  every  out-door  aviary  and  a  grassy  corner  ought 
to  be  manufactured  for  them  somehow--by  constant  renewal, 
if  no  other  means  are  available. 

THE  BLACK-BREASTED  OR  RAIN  QUAIL.* 
This  handsome  species  has  been  known  to  aviculturists 

*  Coturnix  coromandelica 
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Tor  Jibout  ten  or  eleven  years.  It  laii^^es  over  the  Peninsula 
of  India  and  according  to  Ogville  tirant  extends  to  Assam, 

Mainpur,  Chittagong  and  Pegu;  also  very  prol)ably  to  Arrakan. 

Description:  Adult  male.  I'pper  parts  sandy-brown, 
variegated  with  pale  bull  shaft  streaks  and  black  bars  anrl 

markings;  chin  and  throat  white,  with  a  black  niai'k  down 
the  centre,  which  extends  right  and  left  at  the  l)ase  of  the 

throat  in  a  crescentic  form;  chest  and  breast  rufous -brown, 

with  a  large  black  patcli  in  the  centre;  remainder  of  undei- 
parts  palish  buff -brown:    Total  length  5  inches,  tail  l-J. 

Adult  female.  Differs  from  the  male  in  that  it  lacks 

the  black  mark  down  tlu-  luiilille  of  tiic  tlii  (iat.  and  the  chest  and 

breast  are  thickly  spotted  with  black-biown . 

Wild  Life.  The  following  notes  ai'e  compiled  from 

Hume's  "  Birds  of  India:"  The  plahis  of  India  are  its  real 
home,  though  it  is  found  in  the  hills  up  to  6,000  feet  as  a 
straggler.  In  the  breeding  season  it  is  met  with  in  pairs, 

as  soon  as  the  young  are  able  to  fly,  in  small  coveys  consisting 

of  the  parent  birds  and  their  young — in  the  cold  season  they  are 
only  met  with  singly — they  run  less  but  fly  more  than  the 
Common  Quail.  Their  food  consists  of  various  seeds  and 
live  insects. 

The  nest  is  a  mere  depression  in  the  ground  and  sav(^ 
for  a  few  stray  grass  stems,  quite  unlined.  The  eggs  usually 

number  about  nine — the  colour  varies  from  yellowish -white 
to  brownish-buff — the  markings  are  very  variable  in  different 
clutches — some  clutches  are  finely  spotted  and  dotted  all  over 
with  blackish  or  brown — others  are  heavily  blotched  and 
marked  with  rich  brown — while  there  are  others  intermiodiate 
between  the  two. 

I  have  only  had  an  odd  male  of  this  species,  it  was  very 
tame  and  one  had  to  be  careful  when  in  the  aviary  not  to  tre:ul 

upon  it.  I  seldom  saw  it  upon  the  wing  and  tlien  only  in  tiie 
dusk  of  the  evening.  I  have  found  most  species  of  Quaal  on 

tlie  move  at  niidiii^^'lit  wlienevei'  1  have  gone  the  round  of 
I  lie  a\-iary  late.  It  paired  u]i  with  a  Common  (i)uail,  and  a 
number  of  eggs  were  droi)ped  al>oul  the  aviary  and  though 
thesis  were  gathered  together  and  placed  in  a  dej^nission  under 

their  shelter  board,  no  attempt  was  made  to  incubate  Jheni  — 

in  the  end  mice  and  otlim'  birds  sucked  theii'  contents  and  the 
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slid  Is  were  also  broken  up  and  mostly  consumed.  Those  who 

ha\(^  bred  this  species  find  that  they  will  brook  no  interfer- 
(iiice  with  their  nest,  deserting  it  and  eating  the  eggs  upon 
llie  Itsast  provocation,  but  left  to  themselves,  they  will  usually 
carry  out  the  duties  of  incul)ation  and  rearing  of  their  young 

successfully — very  many  of  those  hatched  out  succumb  during 
llie  lirst  few  days  if  the  season  be  cold  and  wet. 

The  species  appeared  to  me  to  feed  exactly  as  my 

I'ainted  and  Common  (Quails,  though  perhaps  keener  on  cap- 
turing any  insects  venturing  into  their  enclosure — all  the  joints 

of  the  brickwork,  round  their  enclosure  were  carefully  searched  for 

insects  several  times  daily — flies  basking  m  the  sun,  hunting 
spiders,  and  small  beetles  were  greedily  snapped  up  and  though 

they  frequently  had  to  bound  upward  to  reach  the  insect,  they 
but  seldom  failed  to  capture  it.    The  call  note  is  a  double  one. 

THE  HARLEQUl^J  (^UAIL.* 
This  is  a  very  handsome  African  species;  it  is  so 

similar  to  tlie  preceding  species  that  a  detailed  description  is 
not  called  for.  It  will  sufllce  to  say  that  it  is  easily  distinguished 

therefrom  l)y  the  under  parts  being  mostly  chestnut  with  a 
black  breast  patch  and  its  larger  size.  Total  length  ti  inches, 

tail  1.  The  female  may  also  be  disthiguished  by  her  buliish- 
rufous  under  parts. 

This  is  cetainly  one  of  the  most  beautiful  of  the  true 

(Quails  and  is  not  a  frequently  imported  species,  though  common 
m  South  and  West  Africa. 

f  found  them  tame  and  confiding  but  owing  to  the 

absence  of  living  cover  they  showed  no  inclination  to  nest,  save 

dropping  eggs  about  the  aviary;  but  in  the  natural  aviaries 

of  some  of  our  members  they  have  bred  fi-eely;  incubation 
lasts  from  fifteen  to  sixteen  days,  and  at  the  age  of  from  7 

to  8  weeks  the  young  are  in  full  adult  plumage  and  soon 
begin  to  fight  for  the  hens. 

The  call  note  is  a  triple  one.  Food  and  treatment 
same  as  for  the  other  species. 

To  be  continued. 

*Coturnix  delegorguei 
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Foods  for  Various  Cage  Birds. 

By  TiNNiswooD  Miller,  F.Z.S. 

Noticing  a  letter  in  the  Septemljer  issue  on  this  subject  I 
think  perhaps  the  foHowiny  list  of  l)irds  and  their  foods  may  l)e 
of  some  assistance  to  those  memljers  who  have  just  begun  to  keep 
foreign  birds. 

Of  the  birds  that  my  wife  and  self  have  kept  from  time  to 
time,  only  those  are  mentioned  that  have  moulted,  come  into  and 
remained  in  good  health  and  perfect  plumage  :  most  of  them 
have  been  shown  at  one  time  or  another  at  either  the  Horticultural 

Hall  or  Palace  8hows,  and  have  generally  managed  to  get  among 
the  cards. 

All  our  birds  are  kept,  either  singly  or  in  pairs,  in  separate 
cages.  The  seeds  and  foods  are  placed  in  the  order  I  consider 

most  important  for  the  different  species. 
LOVEBIRDS. 

Buderigars  and  Canary,  white  millet,  Indian  millet,  apple, 
Madagascar  lettuce,  flowering  grass  and  spray  millet. 
Lovebirds. 

Red-faced  Indian   millet,   spray   millet,   canary,  white 
Lovebirds.  millet,  lettuce  and  apple. 

(I  do  not  think  these  birds  will  live  any  length 
of  time  without  Indian  millet). 

Blue-winged,  Canary,  white  and  Indian  millet,  paddy  rice. 
Black-faced,  hemp,  apple,  lettuce,  grass,  spray  millet  and 
Peach-faced  and    white  oats. 
Guiana  Lovebirds 

PARROTS  AND  PARRAKEETS. 

Grey  and  Hawk-   Sunflower  (white,  striped  antl  black)  canary 

headed  Parrots,     hemp,  paddy  i-ice,  dari,  wheat,  fruit  and  nuts  in 
season  ;  as  tit-bits,  cake,  biscuits,  and  a  little 
milk  pudding  (rice  for  choice). 

Cuban  Parrots.      The  same  as  above,  but  more  fruit  and  green 
stuff. 

Dusky  and  Red- 
vented  Parrots. 

Canary,  sunflower,  hemp,    paddy    rice,  dari 

wheat,  fruit,  nuts,  green   stufl^,    biscuits,  and 
cake. 



Foods  for    Various   Cage  Birds. 329 

Scnefiiil  I'aiTot  Canary,  sunflower,  wliite  millet,  hemp,  paddy 
■Mid  Ring-necked  rice,  fruit,  nuts,  biscuits,  cake  and  green 

Parrakeet.  stuff'. 

White-eared  and    Canary,  white  millet,  paddy  rice,  hemp,  sun- 

Yellow  or  Sun      tlowei',  fruit,  nuts,  etc.,  as  other  Parrots. 
Conures. 

Many-coloured, 
Red- vented  and 
Blue-bonnet 
Parrakeets. 

The  same  as  for  Conures  with  white  oats 

adeled,  but  apple,  flowering  grass,  or  some  green 
stutf  is  given  every  day.  In  summer,  flowers, 
such  as  mignonette,  primroses,  sweet  peas,  are 

highly  appreciated. 

LORIES  AND  LORIKEETS. 

Swainson's  Bread  and  milk  (bread  soaked  in  boiling  water 

Lorikeet.  for  some  time,  then  s(iueezed  dry  and  Nestle's 
milk  made  with  boiling  water  poured  over  it) 

grapes,  banana,  apple,  pear,  lettuce,  and  othe 
green  stuff,  also  seed  as  for  Dusky  Parrot  is 

given. 

Forsten's  The  same  as  above,  but  this  bird  took  very 
Lorikeet.  little  seed,  and  could  do  without  it  altogether  I 

think. 

The  same  as  the  above,  but  no  seed  whatever. Purple-naped 
and  Yellow-backetl 
Lories. 

FINCHES,  WAXBILLS,  AND  BUNTINGS. 

Sydney  Waxbill  White  millet,  canary,  Indian  millet,  spray 
&  Green  Singing  millet,  green  food,  flowering  grass,  lettuce. 
Finch.  groundsel,  chickweed,  apple  and  grapes. 

Blue-breasted, 
Melba  and 

Violet-eared 
Waxbills  ; 
Crimson,  Painted, 
&  Parrot  Finches. 

The  same  as  the  above,  but  with  the  addition 

of  a  mealworm  or  two  every  day  or  some  small 
smooth  caterpillars. 
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(yciuary,  white  millet,  ludiau  millet,  siiray 
millet,  and  a  pinch  ot  a  gooti  Fineli  mixture 

such  as  Capern's,  put  on  the  tlctor  of  llie  cage 

daily,  the  usual  yreen  i'ooil  antl  a  couple  of 
mealworms,  spiders  or  smooth  caterpillars  when 
they  can  be  obtainetL 

Indian  millet,  white  millet,  canary,  spray 
millet,  finch  mixture  and  usual  green  food. 

Hooded  Siskin, 

Nonpareil, 
Kainbow,  and 
Pileated  Bunt- 

ings :  Scaly- 
crowned 
Weaver  bird. 

Laventler- 
backed  Finch 
( Spcviiiophilu  custaneircntris). 

SOFT  BILLS. 

The  soft  food  mixture  1  use  is  made  of  Osborn  biscuit 

2h  oz.  Melox  dog  biscuit  2  oz.  Ants  eggs  ̂   oz.  Silk  worm 
cocoori  5  oz.  These  ingredients  are  mixed  together  and  put 

through  a  cotfee  grinding  mill,  the  yolks  of  2  hard  boiled 

eggs  are  rubbed  in,  h  oz.  more  ants'  eggs  added  and  the  whole 
throughly  well  mixed.     I  find  this  quantity  is  sulficient  for 
0  birds  about  the  size  of  a  Sliama  for  a  week.  It  is  made 

up  fresh  every  week:  when  given  to  the  birds  it  is  made 
crumbly  moist  with  boiling  water.    1  do  not  use  dried  files, 
1  find  the  birds  do  better  without  them. 

Shama,  Ruby- 
throated  Intlian 
Warbler, 

Ticket's  and 
Verditer 

Flycatchers. 

Sujjerb 
Tanager. 

Festive 

Tanager. 

Soft  food  mixture  and  about  (l  mealworms  a 

day,  with  spitlers  or  any  other  small  insects  that 
can  be  obtained. 

Sponge  cake  soaked  in  Nestle's  milk  made  with 
boiling  water,  and  sciueezed  out  so  as  to  be  just 

crumbly,  grapes,  banana,  apple,  and  2  or  3  meal- 
worms every  day,  orange  twice  a  week. 

Orange  (quite  sweet),  grapes,  apple,  sponge  cake 
as  above,  a  pinch  of  soft  food  mixture,  and  a 
couj)le  of  meal  worms.  I  also  give  a  banarja, 
but  they  do  not  seem  to  care  much  for  it. 

Striated 

Tanager 
Sponge  cake  as  for  Superb,  banana,  grapes 
mealworms  (3j,  and  orange  every  other  day. 
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(Joltl-t'i'oukHl  (irapc'S,  haiuiiia,  soft  food  mixture,  with  one 

Hiilhiil.  (lay  spouse  cake  iiuide  as  foi' 'I  Hiiai^ers,  and  tlie 

next,  Nestle's  milk  with  a  litth'  Meliiirs  food  in 
it,  half-dozen  mealwoi'ms  a  tlay  and  uranue 
three  times  a  week. 

Yellow- \vin;ued  Nestle"s  milk  with  a  little  Mellins"  in  it,  sponye 
Sugar  bird.  cake  as  for  Tanagers,  grapes  and  h  niana.    For  a 

tit-bit  I  give  a  lump  of  sugar  just  moisteneti 
with  milk. 

Toucan  Mashed  boiled  pi>tato  with  ground  seeds,  pea 

t,Lettered  meal,  currants  and  sultanas  mixed    with  it 

Aracari).  grapes,  banana,  and  other  fresh  soft  fruit. 

[We  aic  iiuiL-li  indebted  hi  uui'  esteemed  meniber  tor  these 
valuabh-  and  practical  notes  by  then-  llioughttul  aiii)'iicatioii,  not 
iinl\  should  the  species  named  be  kept  in  health  ami  vigour  under 
similar  conditions,  but  ii  should  lie  noted  that  vei-y  many 
species  of  die  same  genus,  or  ot  close  allinity  can  lie  e.jually 
well   lvei)t  on  the  same   food  and  treatment.  lOu]. 

Birds  of  Gambia. 

By    E.    llUlM<.l.\SiU.\,    D.S.U.,    Al.A.,  Al.l!. 

Conliiiued  jrom  page  290. 

L'uyonorhynolLUS   dubius.     (}RUU\ E-BLLLED  BARHET. 
Range.     West   Alrica,   sJenegarabia   to   Niger.  (H.L). 
The  commonest  of  our  Barbets,  butli  in  Bathuist  and  tluuugli- 

out  the  Protectorate.  Tiiey  go  about  in  pairs  and  are  by  no  means 

shy  birds  oi'  inclined  to  skulk  among  tiiick  fuLage  as  bo  many  Origiitiy 
plumaged  birds  do,  but  on  the  other  hand  seem  to  delight  in  Haunting 
their  black  and  crimson  hues  everywhere  and  to  every  one.  in  the 
Protectorate,  whene\er  one  comes  across  one  of  the  Soto-trees  (,wild 
tig)  in  fruit,  one  is  sure  to  liud  a  pair  or  mure  of  these  Barbets 
feeding  among  the  Glossy  Starlings,  Green  Pigeons,  and  iiosts  of 
smaller  birds,  to  whom  these  little  tigs  oiler  such  attractions.  Of 
all  the  crowd  the  Barbets  are  much  the  boldest,  and  are  always  the 
firsL  to  return  after  the  liock  has  been  dispersed  by  a  gun-shot. 

These  "  Soto  "  hgs  and  other  bush  fruit  seem  to  be  their  cincf, 
and  at  any  rate  their  favourite  food,  but  they  may  eat  insects  as  well. 

Their  Alandingo  name  is  "  Kudimg-kudiing,"  a  name  they  share 
with  the  Red-breasted  Barbary  Shrike. 
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They  are  particularly  handsome  birds,  about  as  big  as  a 
Tlirush  and  of  very  powerful  build.  Their  plumage  is  bhuk  ;ibovc 
with  a  white  mantle  sometimes  edged  with  a  little  crimson,  below 
crimson  from  chin  to  vent,  with  a  broad  black  pectoral  band  and 
bright  yellow  patches  on  the  sides.  The  strong,  deeply  notched 

beak  is  pink  tinged  with  orange  and  surrounded  by  still'  black  bristles. 
The  bare  skin  round  the  eyes  is  bright  yellow. 

Lybius    vieilloti.      VIEILLOT'S  BARBET. 
Range.  North-east  Africa,  West  Africa,  Senegambia  to 

Nigeria.  (H.L.). 
A  much  smaller  bird  than  the  preceding;  it  has  a  yellow 

breast,  red  head  and  tiiroat  mottled  with  black.  Beak  black  and 

surrounded  by  short  stiff  bristles;  legs,  black;  iris,  burnt-sienna 
brown.  Length,  6  incites.  This  Barbet  is  not  very  common  in  the 
Gambia  Imt  small  parties  may  sometimes  be  seen  feeding  on  the 
ripe  fruit  of  some  bush -tree.  1  had  one  alive  for  a  few  days,  but 
it  did  not  live. 

Tricholaema   melanocephalum . 
Range.  ̂ Senegambia,    North-east   Africa.  (H.L.) 
This,  species  1  do  not  know.  Above  it  is  yellow,  mottled 

with  black,  and  below,  white;  the  head  is  longitudinally  striped  with 
black  and  white.     Length,  4^  inches. 

Barhatula  minuta. 

Range.     Senegambia,  North-east  Africa.  (H.L.) 
B.    chrysocoma.     GOLDEN-FRONTED  BARBET. 
Range.      Senegambia    to    Gold    Coast;     North-east  Africa 

(H.L.) 

B.  leucolaema.    WHITE-THKOATEI)  BARHET. 
Range.     Senegambia  to  Congo;    Equatorial  Africa.  (H.L.) 

B.  scolopacea.     YELLOW-SPECKLED  BARBET. 
Range.     Senegambia  to   Gaboon.  (H.L.) 
These  four  Barbets  are  all  small  birds,  whose  prevailing 

(•(jlours  are  yellows,  blacks  and  reds,  variegated  with  white.  I  only 
know  two  different  species, — I  think  minuta  and  chrysocoma, —  which 
one  sees  occasionally  feeding  in  small  parties  on  tig,  orange,  ancf 
other  trees  or  hunting  their  branches  for  insects.  When  thus  occu- 
l)ied  they  look  extremely  hnch-like,  both  in  shape  and  actions.  I 
liave  only  seen  them  in  or  near  Bathurst  at  the  beginning  of  and 
during  the  rains. 

The    following   description    of    the    differences    between  the 
four  species  I  take  from  the  British  Museum  Catalogue: 
Forehead,  red  or  yellow. 

Fore-part  of  crown,   crimson,   with   a  very   narrow   frontal  line 
minuta.     (Length  3.8  inches). 

Fore-part  of  crown,  orange-yellow,     chrysocoma.     (4  inches). 
Forehead,  black,  like  the  rest  of  the  crown  and  mantle.;  rump, 

yellow.     leucolaem/i.     (3.7  inches). 
Forehead,  dark   brown   dike  the  rest  of  upper  parts)   with  yellow 
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edges  to  the  feathers.     scolopacea   (4.2  inches). 
Ill  all,  the  bill  and  feet  are  Ijhick,  the  former  surrounded 

b\   line  bristles. 
To  be  continued. 

Foreign  Birds 

By  Wesley  T.  Page,  F.Z.S.,  etc. 

{Continued  from  page  285). 

Black-feoxted  Euphonia  (E.  concinna).  Not  known, 
to  British  aviculture. 

Adult  male.  Upper  surface,  deep  bluish -black,  with  a 
purplish  sheen  on  the  back  of  the  neck;  circular  cap  or  patch 
on  top  of  head,  bright  yellow;  forehead  and  lores,  black;  under 

surface,  rich  yellow;  throat  and  upper  breast,  very  dark  bluish- 

black;  underside  of  tail  black;  under  wing-coverts  white;  bill 
bluish -black,  lower  mandible  much  lighter  than  upper;  legs 
and  feet,  slaty.    Total  length  8^  inches,  tail  If. 

Female.  Upper  surface,  olive -green,  brighter  on  the 
rump;  wing  and  tail  feathers,  brownish-olive,  broadly  margined 
with  olive-green;  under  surface  yellowish-olive;  much  lighter 
on  the  throat  and  centre  of  abdomen. 

It  ranges  over  Columbia,  and  the  specimens  from  the 

various  districts  appear  to  be  pretty  constant.  With  the  excep- 
tion of  one  specimen  all  have  the  underside  of  tail  black,  and 

in  this  odd  specimen  there  appeared  slight  indications  of  white. 
To  save  repetition,  I  may  state  here  that  all  this  genus  are 

beautiful,  but  some  have  the  plumage  more  lustrous  than  others, 

these  I  have  indicated  by  the  use  of  the  word  "  glossy  "  in  the 
various  descriptions,  perfiaps  the  plainest  is  E.  vittnta.  but 

this  is  a  beautiful  example  of  subdued-rich-hues. 

Finsch's  Euphonia  (E.  finschi).  A  specially  beautiful 
British  Guianan  species,  with  deep  rich  hues,  and  refulgent 
plumage. 

Adult  male.  Upper  surface,  glossy  purple -black;  fore- 
head and  front  of  crown,  yellowish  orange;  under-surface  of 

body  fiery  orange;  under  wing-coverts,  and  inner  webs  of  wing 
feathers  white;  underside  of  tail  blackish -brown;  bill,  legs, 
and  feet  blackish.    Total  length  3^  inches,  tail  1^. 
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Femiilc.     Diii'k  oiive  above,  .strongly  washed  with  ycHow 
ish  l)eh)w.     A  most  dcsiraljk'.  species. 

OiiAisc;  K-('i!OWNi;i)  Ei  fiioma  (K.  sdlaralu)-  'IMiis  i- 
aiiotlier  e.\t i-eiiiely  heanliful  species,  phiinage  vei'y  histrous,  ami 
hues  very  intense. 

Adu.Jt  male.  Upper  surface  glossy  purple-lilack ,  ilceji 
licli  viohiceous  on  the  mantle  and  neck;  foreliead,  and  crowji 

ricli  orange-yellow;  under  surface  of  body  as  crown,  but  of  a 
deeper  hue;  throat  rich  violaceous -black;  under  w  hig-covert.s 
and  inner  margins  of  wing  feathers  white;  underside  of  tail, 

black;  bill  dark  plumbeous;  legs  and  feet  brownish-black. 
Total  length   3|  inches,  tail  Ij. 

Female.  Darkish  olive-green  with  yellowish  under- 
surface 

Habitat.  According  to  the  Museum  Catalogue  its  range 
is  Western  Ecuador  and  Peru. 

DwAilF  Elthonia  (E.  minuta).  This  minute  .species 
is  known  to  JiCnglish  aviculture.  Capt.  Pani  presented  this  to  the 
Zoo  in  l!)U(),  when  it  was  new  to  the  collection,  and  in  the 

same  yeai'  our  esteemed  member,  Mr.  E.  W.  Harper,  who  was 
then  resident  in  Georgetown,  Demerara,  sent  me  over  skins; 

i'roni  these  and  living  specimens  the  descriptions  given  below  ai'c 
taken.  During  the  current  year  other  living  specimens  have 
been  privately  imported  by  our  esteemed  member.s,  Messrs.  A. 
Sutclifle,  and  R.  Suggitt,  a  pair  of  which  have  come  into  my 
possession.  Unfortunately,  the  hen  arrived  in  poor  plumage, 

and  though  she  renewed  her  plumage,  and  I  had  great  hopes  of 

her  becoming  acclimatised,  she  succumbed  to  the  moult  which 
followed  too  closely  on  the  hardships  of  importation.  They  are 

a  most  attractive  little  sj^ecics,  with  quite  a  nice  .song,  soon 
become  confiding,  and  so  minute  as  to  be  little,  if  any,  larger 

than  a  Gold-crested  wren;  but,  and  unfortunately,  there  is  a 

■  but,"  they  are  very  ditticult  to  acclimatise.  They  have  an 

appetite  for  banana  altogether  out  of  proportion  to'  their  size, 
a  pair  of  these  minute  gems  will  demolish  a  large  banana, 

several  grapes,  and  pay  visits  to  the  milk  .sop  daily.  So  far, 
they  have  refused  live  insects  (mealworms),  but  I  have  noticed 

them  capture  minute  Hies  and  take  blight  from  the  plants  in 
their  flight. 

Adult  male.    The  general  coloui'atiun  is  glistening  green- 
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isli -black,  witli  a  |)ui'|)lisli  sIuhmi  on  the  neck  and  nianllc; 
loix'lii'ad  l)fii;hl  yellow;  throat  purplish  -  l)la.ck;  under  ̂ urfaee 
yellow,  nier^hig  into  white  on  the  lower  abdomen  and  under 

tail-eovorts;  bill  dark  leaden-grey;  leu's  and  I'i'et  lilaeki>h. 
Total  length        inches,  tail  1|. 

Female.  Olive-green,  washed  with  yellowi.sh  on  the 

undei'  surl'aee;  and  the  centre  of  abdomen  ashy-white. 
HaJ)Uaf.  ■' (luiana,  Lower  Amazonia,  Columbia,  Pana- 

ma, and  Central  America,  ii])  to  (lualemala  "  (B.M.C.). 
Rkii  C.vi'i'ioi)  Eri'HoxiA  (I'J.  miiKr).  Not  known  to 

British  aviculture.  A  beautiful  and  distinct  s])ecies,  readily 

distinguished  from  others  of  the  genus  by  its  ruddy -chestnut 
head  and  white  ventral  region.  According  to  the  .Museum 

Catalogue  it  is  found  in  Costa  Rica  and  Vei'agua. 
Adult  male.  I  pper  sui'face,  rich  \  iolaceous-black ;  fore- 

head and  crown,  ruddy -chestnut;  under  surface:  throat  deej) 
black;  l)reast  and  abdomen  bright  yellow;  ventral  region 

white:  underside  of  wings  and  tail  black;  bill  dark  leaden - 
grey;  legs  and  feet  blackish.    Total  length   4v,  inches,  tail  U. 

Female.  Upper  surface  olive-green;  neck  paimbeous; 
forehead  tinged  with  rufous;  under  surface  yellowish;  with 

the  throat,  breast,  centre  of  abdomen,  and  veiiti-al  reyion 
ashy. 

FlTLVOUS-VENTED  Etu'honia  (E.  j  iilvi  c  r  issd )  ■  ̂ ^'cl 
known  to  Biitish  aviculture. 

Adult  male.  Upper  surface,  glossy  bluish-black;  front 
jiari  of  head,  extending  to  the  eyes,  yellow;  under  surf;ice  of 

body  bright  yellow;  throat,  and  upper  lireast  rleej)  bluish - 
black:  ventral  region  fulvous;  thighs  l)lack;  inner  margins 
of  wing  feathers  at  the  liase  white;  underside  of  tail  black; 

with  a  white  jiatch  on  innei"  web  of  outer  feathers;  1)111  black; 
legs  and  feet  blackish -l)r()wn .    Total  length  ?>l  inches.  f;ul  1}. 

Fnudlc.  Upper  surface  bronzy-olive-green;  under  sur- 
face greenish-yellow,  with  the  ventral  region  tinged  \y\\h 

fulvous. 

According  to  the  I)ritish  Museum  Catalo.ii'ue  its  i-ange 
is  Noi'thern  (lobinibia  airl  the  Isthmus  of  ranania. 

Godman's  Eii'HoM.v  (K.  (jodiiiavi)  This  species  is 
slightly  known  to  British  a\icultui'e.  But  the  only  occasion  I 
know  of  its  having  readied  Croat  B)ritain  alive  is  that  I'eMordcl 
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in  B.Is  .J  \o\.  viii,  p.  58,  by  our  esteemed  member  Mr.  W.  E. 

Teschemaker,  which  I  reprint  here  in  full:  — 

"  Mr.  F.  C.  Thorpe  has  recently  imported  some  God- 
"  man's  Tanagers  {Eiiphoniu  yodinani).  This  is  one  of  the 
"  races  of  the  well-known  Violet  Tanager  (E.  violacea),  and 
"  closely  resemhles  it  in  outward  appearance,  though  it  is  much 
"  smaller.  Those  recently  impoi'ted  are  not  quite  up  to  the  stan- 
"  dard  measurements  of  this  siiecies,  but  I  think  the  identifica- 
"  tion  is  correct.  It  may  be  useful  to  distinguish  between  four 
"  species  of  Euplion'a  wliich  resemble  one  another  in  colouring. 
"  The  smallest  is  the  little  Dwarf  Tanagei-  (E.  minuta) — a  very 
"  pigmy  among  Tanagers,  a  pair  of  whi"h  may  be  seen  in  the 
"  Bird-liouse  at  the  Z')oh)gii'a'  Gardens;  under  tail -coverts,  white. 
"  Xext  in  point  of  size  comes  the  Godman.  A  little  larger  and 
"  with  wide  and  heavy  mandibles  is  the  Thick-billed  Tanager  (E. 
"  laniiro.ttris).  also  to  he  seen  in  the  Bird-house.  Lastly,  the 
"  common  E.  violncra.  which  needs  no  description.  Mr.  Beebe 
"  met  with  the  Godman  Tanager  in  Mexico,  and  from  his  charm- 
"  ing  book  ("Two  Bird-lovers  in  Mexico,")  I  quote  the  following: 
"  '  Not  far  from  camp  were  sevei'al  groves  of  wide-branching  wild 
"  fig  trees.  These  were  the  grandest  trees  in  this  part  of 
"  Mexico,  branching  almost  to  the  ground  and  stretching  out 
"their  vast  mass  of  foliage  on  all  sides.  Some  of  them  measure 
"fully  ten  feet  through  near  the  base.  Their  fruit  is  devoured 
"  by  cattle,  deer,  and  bii-ds,  tlioujrh  in  this  locality  it  was  not 
"  yet  ripe  Here  aic   fouml  the  little  Godman  Euphonia 
"  in  abundance— four  inclics  of  yellow  and  violet;  the  male  with  his 
"  bright  yellow  cap,  breast,  and  under  parts,  and  his  mate  of  a 
"sombre  greenish.  The  voice  of  the  Euphonia  is  out  o'f  all  pro- 
"  portion  to  its  size— a  loud  but  slow  and  hesitating  phe-ut  ! 
"phe-ut!'  I  may  add  that  the  note  of  the  Godman  appears  to 
"be  identical  with  that  of  E.    violacea.  W.E.T." 

A  pair  of  the  above  passed  into  Mr.  Toschemaker's 
possession.  They  have  constructed  two  nests,  both  domed  and 
built  in  a  nest  box  (see  notes  under  Violet  P^uphonia  and 

photo)  and  laid  one  clutch  of  eggs,  which  were  unfortunately 

looted  by  a  pair  of  Eufous -hacked  Mann ik ins  before  he  could 
make  any  close  examination. 

I^.  is  to  be  hoped  that  if  tlie  l)ir(ls  survivi^  the  winter 
complete  success  will  be  attained  next  season. 

To  he  Confinnrd. 
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Canaries,  Hybrids,  and  British  Birds  in  Cage  and  Aviary. 
Oassell  and  Co.,  in  monthly  parts,  7d.  net. 

I'art  VIII.— Is  to  hand  and  is  of  the  usual  merit  and 

interest.  The  chapter  on  "  Moulting  on  Colour-food  "  is  completed  ;  one 
on  "  E.xhibitin^'-  and  Washing  "  is  included,  also  the  commencement 
of  one  on  Shows,  .Judging,  Reporting,  and  Technical  Terms- -in  fact 
nothing  is  wanting  to  make  this  interesting  and  popular  woi'k, 
tlioroughly  practical  and  up-to-date.  The  frontispiece  is  a  coloured 
plate  of  Yorkshire  Canaries,  figuring  four  varieties  and  there  arc 
also  a  number  of  e.xcellent  half-tone  illustrations  and  text  figures. 

Notes  on  a  Naturalist's  Visit  to  Australia:  By  i).  Seth 
Smith,  F.Z.S.,  M.B.O.U.  Price  2,-  from  the  Author,  :it  Elsworthy 
Road,  South  Hampstead,  N.W.  or  R.  H.  Porter,  7  Princes  Street,  W . 

This  interesting  account  of  the  .luthor's  visit  to  .\ustralia 
in  the  Autumn  of  1907  and  Spring  of  1908  for  the  purpose  of 
collaborating  with  the  various  Zoological  Societies,  etc.  of  the  Anti- 

podes t(.>  endeavour  to  get  together  a  representative  collection  of 
its  fauna,  for  the  Zoological  Society  of  London;  it  has  already  ap- 

peared in  theAvicuItural  Magazine.  Interesting  and  graphic  accounts 
ai'e  given  of  Perth,  Melbourne,  Adelaide,  Sydney  and  Other  Zoos,  to- 

gether with  descriptive  visits  to  various  localities,  with  field  notes  of 
the  wild  birds  met  with.  There  are  numerous  half-tone  illustrations 
and  photograjihic  reproductions  illustrating  the  localities  visited.  We 
may  mention  several,  one  from  the  l)rush  of  Mr.  Goodchild,  viz.: 
Black  and  ̂ Vhite  Fantail  Flycatcher,  and  photos  of  the  Australian 

Stone   Plovei-  and   Brush   Turkeys'   Mound  at  the   Melbourne  Zoo. 
Our  I'eaders  will  find  the  above  very  interesting  and  will 

renew  the  acquaintance  of  many  present  oi-  former  occupants  of 
theii'  aviaries  in  its  pages. 

The  Birds  of  Australia:--  G.  M.  Mathews  Ixnklon,  Witherby 
and  Co..  326  High  Holborn,  W.C.     In  two-guinea  pai'ts. 

We  have  received  fi'om  Messrs.  Witherby  and  Co.,  a  pros- 
pectus of  this  sumptuous  and  important  ornithological  work — it  will 

be  specially  welcome  to  all  ornithologists  and  bird -lovers,  as  it  will 
bring  ou:'  knowledge  of  the  avifauna  of  this  vast  continent  right 
up-to-date  from  personal  field  notes  and  all  reliable  sources.  For 
the  benefit  of  our  i-eaders  and  to  give  publicity  to  this  important} 
work,  we  reiirint  the  following  glossary  from  jirospectus: 

Scope:  Coloured  figures  and  descriptive  letterpress  of  the 
whole  of  the  birds  of  Australia. 

Size:  Royal   4to,    13^  x  9^. 
Plan  of  Publication :  The  three  hundred  sets  to  be  issued  by 

subscription  in  parts.  The  price  of  each  part  will  be  £2  2s.,  and 
the  iWhole  work  will  lie  divided  into  volumes  arranged  according 
to  the  various  orders  of  liirds.  Each  volume  will  be  comiilete  in 
itself. 
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Fifty  extra  iiununibcrcd  copies  will  be  printed  for  those 
who  desire  any  pai'ticuhir  vohuncs  and  these  may  be  subscribed 
foi'  separately. 

Every  phite  will  be  hand-coloured  by  experts. 
The  greatest  possible  care  will  be  taken  that  each  plate  is 

a  faitliful  representation  of  the  species  depicted. 
Letterpress:  The  text  will  be  as  perfect  and  complete  as 

possible.  The  autlior  is  consulting  every  published  source  of  inform- 
i'.tion,  and  has  also  the  assistance  of  the  best  known  Australian 
field-ornithologists,  and  the  aid  of  Dr.  Ernest  Hartert,  curator  of  the 
Hon.  Walter  Rothschild's  Museum. 

Paper :   The  paper    for   the  23lates  and   letterpress  iias  been 
s])eeially  made  for  this  work  and  is  of  fine  and  lasting  quality. 

Volume  I.  Emus,  (Quails,  Pigeons,  Rails,  Grebes,  etc. 
About  70  species  and  plates.     In  five  parts  at  £2  2s.  per  part. 

Other  volumes  will  be,  so  far  as  can  be  seen,  as  follows:  — 
Volume  II.  J'etrels,  Shearwaters,  Albati-osses,  Terns,  Gulls. 

In  five  parts  at  £2  2s.  per  part. 
Volume  in.  Plovers,  Waders,  Bustards,  Herons,  etc.  In 

fiv(^  ))arts,  at  £2  2s.  per  part. 
Volume  IV.  .Swans,  Geese,  Ducks,  Cormorants,  Gannets, 

Pelicans,  etc.    In  three  parts,  at  £2  2s.  ])er  part. 
Volume  V.  Hariiers,  Hawks,  Eagles,  Owls,  etc.  In  three 

parts,  at  £2  2s.  per  part. 
Volume  VI.     Parrots.     In  five  parts,  at  £2  2s.  per  part. 
Volume  VII.  Rollers,  Kingfishers,  Xightjars,  Swifts,  Cuckoos, 

etc.    In  three  parts,  at  £2  2s.  per  part. 
Volume  VIII.  to  end.  Will  contain  the  Passei'ine  bii'ds, 

which  as  at  present  known,  number  some  450  species.  These, 
being  small  birds,  some  plates  will  contain  two  or  three  figures. 
The  volumes  will  be  arranged  in  groups  of  families  as  conveniently 
rts  ])ossil)le,  and  the  parts  will  be  made  as  unifoi'm  as  possible. 

To  the  above  we  may  add  that  all  the  known  species  of 
Australian  Birds  are  to  be  depicted  in  colour,  and  that  the  speci- 

men coloured  plate  accomjianying  the  i)rospectus,  figures  the  Yellow- 
mantled  Parrakeet  and  is  perfect  in  every  respect,  as  also  appears 
t;)  1>e  every  other  detail  of  this  sumptuous  work  (he 

name  of  the  publishers  being  sufficient  warranty  foi-  this. 
Wo  cordially  j'ecommcnd  il  to  our  readers. 

The  Home  of  the  Spoonbill,  the  Stork  and  some  Herons.  Hy 

Bentloy  Beefham,  E./.S.,  London.  Witherby  &,  Co.,  '■'>2'.)  Hig)' Holborn.  5s.  net. 

A  coi^y  of  this  intei'esting  l)ook  has  come  to  haiiJ  jusi  as 
we  are  going  to  press,  and  it  must  sulRce  in  this  issue  to  I'cmark 
that   the    Ijook    is    fascinating,    not    merely    for    the    •■>_'  tastefulK' 
mounted  photographs  fi'nm  life  it  contains,  \nit  even  more  sn,  fVdiu 
the  fact,  that  the  text  also  is  entirely  wi-itli'ii  up  from  life". 

We  cordially  i^ecommciid  it  to  <>ui  rc.idci's. 
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See  Inset. 
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Correspondence. 

MAGAZINE  ARTICLES,  UVAEAN  PARRAKEETS,  ETC. 

Sir, — I  have  been  intending  to  write  one  or  two  things 
since  reading  the  September  number,  but  have  not  found  time 
hitherto. 

I  quite  agree  with  E.B.H.  on  the  importance  of  being  told 
how  to  feed  birds.  And  even  if  one  knows  how  to  feed  the 
species,  if  one  is  buying  a  fresh  bird,  one  ought  always  to  know 
how  the  individual  has  been  fed. 

I  never  can  understand  why  English  bird  dealers  think  filthy, 
smelly,  shops  profitable.  On  the  continent,  according  to  my  experi- 

ence a,t  Havre,  Hamburg,  Paris,  Antwerp,  and  Cologne,  the  bird 
shops  arc  clean  and  airy. 

As  to  Uva?an  Parrakeets,  Mr.  Blaauw  told  me  he  found  thoy 
cound  not  stand  the  close  air  of  a  room,  or  hemp  seed.  He  had  one 

which  lived  some  years  in  an  aviary.  F.  G.  DUTTON'. 
RINGED-NECKED  PARRAKEET  AT  LARGE,  etc. 

Sir. — The  following  will  probably  be  of  some  little  interest. 
Last  February  I  bought  a  pair  of  Eing-neck  Parrakeets.  They 
were  young  birds  and  very  wild  and  savage.  I  kept  them  in  a 
large  mixed  aviary  out  of  doors  till  June  when  I  let  them  go. 
They  both  kept  about  the  garden,  flying  up  into  some  large  Elm 
tress  when  I  appeared.  In  June  or  July  one  disappeared.  But 

the  other  has  remained  here  ever  since.  I  always  put  food  on' 
the  (Outside  of  the  aviary  for  the  one  that  has  remained  in  the 
garden.  The  interesting  thing  is  that  to-day  the  other  has  come 
back.     Where  it  has  been  over  three  months  I  don't  know. 

I  see  no  reason  why  the  Ring-necks  should  not  winter  here. 
It  is  seldom  very  cold,-  and  I  shall  put  up  some  nest-boxes 
for  them  next  spring. 

The  one  that  stayed  played  havoc  with  the  fruit  of  my 

neighbours'  orchards. 
A  few  days  ago  a  small  black  kitten  of  mine,  about  7 

or  8  weeks  old,  brought  into  my  study,  in  its  mouth,  a  fine  King- 
fisher, it  had  probably  caught  it  roosting  at  the  river-bank  (it 

was  at  about  10  p.m.)  It  seemed  unhurt  and  sat  perched  on  my 
finger  for  some  time.  I  kept  it  in  a  cage  for  the  night  and  it 
flew  off  when  let  out  next  morning. 

PHILIP  GOSSE. 

[Ring-necks  are  perfectly  hardy  and  will  winter  outside  with 
ease,  anrf  will  undoubltedly  breed,  if  orchard  owners  do  not  bring  out  a 
gun.    I  should  suggest  a  log  or  nest-box,  in  some  rather  inaccess- 
able  position  in  one  of  the   Elms.  En.] 
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Post-Mortem  Reports. 
Vide  Rules. 

For  rrplies  hi/  post,  a  fee  of  2s.  6d.  must  be  sent;  this  rule 
will   not   be   broken  under  ani/  condition. 

Post-Mortem  Reports  can  only  appear  in  next  issue  when  bodies 
are  received  by  Mr.   Gray  prior  to  the  31st  of  any  month. 

It  ivould  greatly  help  me  to  elucidate  contagious  diseases  in  birds 
if  members  of  F.B.C.  In  sending  me  dead  birds,  were  to  state 
the  source  tliey  obtained  tJie  birds  from  and  when.  The  names 
of  the  sellers  ivould  be  kept  a  secret. 

Napoleon  Weaver,  cf  (R-  E.  Simpson,  Leeds).  The  test- 
icles of  tills  bird  were  hhick  in  colour.    Death  was  due  to  pneumonia. 

Young  Gouldian  Finch.  (W.  Shore  Bailey,  Wilts.)  There 
was  an  extensive  bloud  e.\travastion  or  bruising  under  the  ribs, 
due  no  doubt  to  an  injury. 

Young  Diamond  Dove.  (^r.  Philip  Gosse,  Hants).  Nothing 
abnormal  was  noticed.  The  body  seemed  well  nourished.  In  all 
probability  death  was  due  to  an  ante-infection. 

Budgerigar.      (Dr.  Philip  Gosse).    The  same  remarks  apply. 
Miss  Peacock,  Kent. — The  bird  .sent  for  P.M.  examination 

died  of  imeumniiia. 

Gouldian  Finch,  rf  (T.  R.  Hadley,  Burton-on-Trent).  The 
cause  of  death  was  pneumonia. 

Magpie.     (Miss  Peacock).    Cause  of  death  ptomaine  poisoning. 

Madagascar  Love  Bird,  cf  (W.  Shore  Bailey,  Wilts.).  Cause 
of  death  apoplexy  of  liver. 

Steel  Finch.  (Countess  von  Hahn,  Surrey).  Cause  of 
death,  pneumonia  due  to  a  chill. 

Zebra  Dove.  9  (Dr.  P.  Gos.se.  Hants.).  T  found  nothing abnormal    amiss   with   the  bird. 

Cordon    Blue  (Mrs.    E.    Easton    Scott,    Surrey).  The 
cause  of  death  was  pneumonia. 

Nonpareil  Bunting  cf-     Death  was  due  to  pneumonia. 

Diamond  Sparrow  c"-  (H-  W.  Mathias,  Hants).  Cause  of death  pneumonia. 

Ansivered  by  po.s/.— Lady  Dousrlas  Pennant,  O.  Millsum, 
(Belguim) . 

HENRY  GRAiY,  M.R.C.V.S. 
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JOURNAL  OF   THE   FOREIGN   BIRD  CLUB. 

My  Aviaries  and  Birds. 

I>Y  Capt.  Shehard  Reeve,  F.Z.S. 
Ill  the  photo  reijroduced  herewith,  are  to  be  seen 

both  my  indoor  (A)  and  outdoor  (B)  aviaries,  of  the  former  only 

the  wire-front  is  to  be  seen,  as  it  is  a  portion  of  the  house. 
The  outdoor  aviary  needs  no  description,  as  the  photo  3,t 
B  depicts  this  clearly,  save  to  state  that  it  is  about  four 
yards  square  by  six  and  a  half  feet  high,  and  has  a  substantial 
shed  at  the  back.  I  also  tried  to  photograph  the  little  St. 

Helena  Waxbills,  which  have  been  bred  in  the  aviary  this 
season,  but  they  were  not  so  distinct  as  I  would  like. 

The  inside  aviary  mai'ked  A  in  the  photo,  has  already 

been  described  in  an  earlier  volume  of  Bird  JS'otes,  nothing 
further  is  called  for  than  to  state  that  I  have  had  no  success 

in  it  in  the  breeding  line,  but  probably  the  following  brief 
notes  may  prove  of  some  interest. 

Long-tailed  (jIkassfinches  (Poephila  acuticauda).  Two 
line  young  birds  left  the  nest  on  November  7th,  190D,  being 

reared  on  seed  only — both  died  before  Xmas. 
Black -CHEEKED  Lovebirds  (Agapomis  niyrigenis).  1 

bought  a  pair  of  these  birds  from  our  member  Mr.  H.  W. 
Mathias  on  March  10th  last;  these  began  to  nest  about  the 

middle  of  April — a  clutch  of  eggs  was  laid  and  duly  incu- 
cubated  for  a  considerable  time,  but  to  no  purpose;  since 
which  they  have  made  no  further  attempt  at  nesting. 

Grenadier  Weavers  (Pyromelana  oryx).  Tliese  arrived 
from  Cape  Colony  in  1909,  out  of  colour,  one  showed  colour 

on  August  8th,  and  the  other  on  August  29th;  both  began 
to  go  out  of  colour  about  the  middle  of  November.  This  year 
they  began  to  don  their  nuptial  dress  on  April  23rd,  and  are 
now  (October)  donning  their  plain  winter  garment. 

GouLDiAN  Finches  (Poephila  mirabilis).    These  shewed 
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signs  or  breeding,  but  the  hen  died  egg -bound  on  tiepLenibei' 
14th,  the  cock  is  now  perfect  and  in  buautilul  plumage. 

Hooded  ISiskin  (Chrysomitris  cucullata).  L  Iwuglit  a 

nice  cock  at  Wilson's  on  May  2(Jth,  but  have  been  unable  to 
pz'ocure  a  hen,  it  is  now  in  fine  condition,  with  very  tight  and 
silken  plumage. 

Pklzeln's  Saffron  Finch  (tiycalis  peLzehii).  These 

shewed  signs  oi'  breeding,  but  some  weeks  after  I  Ipickcd  the  hen 
up  dead — I  had  missed  her  and  thought  she  was  nesting 
somewhere. 

Bluk-winged  LovEBiiiDS  (I'sittacula  passeriua).  The 
proper  name  for  this  species  is  Passerine  Parrakeets  but  they 

are  more  popularly  known  as  Blue -winged  Lovebirds.  They 
showed  signs  of  nesting  about  the  end  of  May;  just  at  this 
time  1  was  called  away  for  three  weeks  and  found  them  on 

my  return  in  a  very  emaciated  and  dishevelled  condition — 1 
cannot  imagine  what  brought  this  about — the  cock  died  but 
the  hen  recovered  and  I  have  since  procured  her  another  mate, 
but  they  do  not  seem  to  take  to  each  other  yet  very  lovingly. 

St.  Helena  Waxbills  (Estrilda  astrilda).  These  had 
two  or  three  nests,  but  all  to  no  purpose. 

The  covert  in  tliis,  my  old  or  indoor  aviary,  is  evidently 
not  natural  enough  to  induce  Finches,  Waxbills,  etc.  to  nest. 

OuT-DooK  Aviaby:  After  the  above  tale  of  woe  I  will 

relate  my  experiences  in  the  open  aviary,  built  last  autumn, 

and  occupied  this  spring.     Here  I  have  kept — 
1  Grenadier  Weaver  S  1  St.  Helena  Seed-eater  i 
1  Napoleon  Weaver  S  2  pairs  Avadavats. 
1  pair  Red-headed  Weavers  1  pair  St.  Helena  Waxbills 
1  pair  Cape  Canaries  1  pair  Chinese  Painted  Quail 
1  Canary  ? 

GKENADiEii  Weaver  (Pyromelana  oryx).  This  cock 

paired  up  with  a  hen  Weaver  (species  unknown).  He  built  three 
nests,  in  the  last  of  which  the  hen  deposited  two  eggs  and  died 

with  the  third  from  inflammation  of  the  oviduct  on  July  3rd.  It 

was  then  very  cold. 
Cross  Mating:  The  hen  canary  paired  up  with  the  cock 

Cape  Canary,  and  a  nest  was  constructed  early  in  April — 
the  first  clutch  was  infertile;  a  second  clutch  was  duly  laid 

and  about  May  2Gth,  a  young  chick  was  hatched  out  and  fully 

reared.    The  young  hybrid  is  hardly  to  be  distinguished  from 
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a  hen  Cape  Canary— the  hen  Canary  is  bright  yellow  1  Tiiree 

more  infertile  clutches  have  since  been  laid. 

St.  JiioLENA  Waxbills  (Estrilda  astrilda).  The  Wax- 

bills  have  been  the  encouraging  feature  of  the  year  with  me. 

A  nest  was  built  entirely  of  hay  in  June  and  eggs  were  laid, 

but  got  destroyed.  But  they  soon  made  a  fresh  start— another 
nest  of  hay  was  completed  about  July  3rd,  and  eggs  were  duly 

deposited.  This  time  all  went  well,  bath  parents  siiarcd  the 

duties  of  incubation,  and  live  young  chicks  were  hatched  out 

tibout  July  27th.  On  August  14th  they  all  left  the  nest,  being 

quite  strong  on  the  wing,  and  were  really  finely  developed 
young  birds.  Both  parents  assiduously  fed  the  chicks,  which 

were  reared  on  millet,  gentles,  and  ants'  eggs.  On  August  18th 
they  began  to  feed  themselves.  One  young  bird  died  on 
August  29th,  but  the  other  four  are  all  in  perfect  condition. 

Altogether  in  the  flight,  this  little  flock  of  "  Roodebecs  "  wei-e 
most  delightful  and  charming  to  watch.  I  have  taken  the 

parents  and  two  of  their  young  into  the  house,  where  they 

occupy  a  roomy  cage.  The  other  two  young  birds  I  purpose 

leaving  out  through  the  winter. 

These  charming  and  interesting  birds  are  also  known 
as  Red-bellied  Waxbills  and  Pheasant  Finches. 

Am  AD  A  VATS  ( Sporoeginthus  amandava).  1  liave  two  pairs 
of  this  delightful  species,  but  the  hens  only  came  into  my 
possession  on  June  5th.  The  cocks  were  almost  in  the  full 

brilliance  of  nuptial  plumage  on  July  12th. 

No.  1  pair  built  a  tiny  spherical  nest  in  the  shed  at- 
tached to  the  flight,  and  by  August  lUth  were  engaged  in 

incubating  a  clutch  of  five  eggs;  both  sexes  sharing  this 
duty;  five  young  chicks  were  hatched  out  on  September  6th. 

On  September  15th,  four  young  birds  left  the  nest, 
but  one  died  on  the  ground  only  half  fledged,  the  other  three 
are  now  quite  strong  and  fending  for  themselves.  For  the 

first  two  or  three  nights  they  slept  in  the  nest,  retiring  there 

about  4  p.m.,  in  this  they  dift'er  from  the  St.  Helenas,  who 
nevei-  returned  to  the  nest  after  the  day  they  left  it  so  far  as 
my  observations  went.  They  were  reared  on  similar  food 

to  the  St.  Helenas— the  supply  of  ants'  eggs  and  gentles  not 
being  so  large. 
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The  first  day  the  little  Avadavuts  left  the  nest  the 
Napoleon  Weaver  started  to  jump  on  them  and  I  ran  for  a 

butterlly  net  vowing  that  alive  or  dead  ho  should  he  captured; 
after  causing  terrible  commotion  I  bagged  him  safe  and 
sound,  fortunately  without  detriment  to  the  other  inmates! 

No.  2  pair  constructed  a  tiny  spherical  nest  in  a  low 

bush,  which  was  completed  about  August  16th.  On  Septemljer 
14th  incubation  duties  were  complete  for  there  were  yoimg 
birds  ui  the  nest. 

Two  young  birds  left  the  nest  on  October  2nd,  anrl  were 
still  being  fed  by  their  parents  on  October  17th,  when  T  last 
observed  them.  I  propose  taking  all  the  Avadavats  into  the 
house  for  the  winter,  as  I  wish  to  empty  the  aviary  a  little. 

Chinese  Painted  Quails  (Excalfactoria  chinensis).  I 
Ijrocured  a  pair  of  this  beautiful  species  from  our  member 

Mr.  W.  E.  Teschemaker,  and  though  they  are  pretty,  interest- 
ing and  distinct  from  finches,  etc.,  and  also  have  done  well, 

yet  I  am  disappointed  that  they  have  made  no  attempt  at 
nesting.  This  is  rather  surprising,  as  there  is  rough  grass  and 

other  covert  for  them.  However,  aviculture  is  full  of  dis- 
appointments, as  well  as  abounding  in  interest  and  pleasure. 

The  above  aviary  was  only  completed  this  spring  and 

1  am  now  contemi^lating  another  open-air  aviary,  of  the  same 
type  as  the  present  one,  but  larger,  with  a  flight  about  8 
yards  square,  and  hope  to  have  it  ready  for  next  spring  and 
to  meet  with  better  luck. 

L.C.B.A.  International  Show. 

FOREIGN  SECTION— By  \V.  T.  Page,  F.Z.S.,  Etc. 

The  22nd  Annual  Show,  held  by  this  enterprising  Society 
at  the  Horticultural  Hall  from  November  25th  to  28th  inclusive, 

was  in  no  sense  behind  its  predecessors  and  the  management 
are  to  be  congratulated  on  an  all  round  success.  With  the 

exception  of  the  closing  day  when  the  hall  was  too  hot,  the 
conditions  were  ideal  for  the  feathered  competitors. 

The  total  entries  for  the  show  were  slightly  in  excess 

of  last  year,  while  in  this  section  the  entries  were  125,  being 
an  mcrease  of  5  on  the  previous  year;  over  100  of  these  were 
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from  members  of  the  F.B.C.^thus,  these  notes  are  really  an 

account  of  OUR  iMEMBERS'  BIRDS. 

The  feature  of  this  year's  show  may  well  be  said  to  be 
the  advent  of  R.  Pauvvels,  Esq.,  as  an  exhibitor  at  British 
Shows  Our  esteemed  menil)er  sent  over  a  grand  team  of  rare 

;uk1  unique  birds,  among  which  Ave  may  mention  Greater  Bird 

of  Paradise,  Blue  Budgerigai  s.  Tuban  Woodpecker,  Black - 
winged  Gracklo,  Black -capped  Lory,  Uvjiean  Parrakeet,  Blue- 
winged  Grass  Parrakeets,  etc. 

Mr.  C.  T.  Maxwell,  exhil)itcd  among  others,  the  follow- 

ing rarities: — Queen  Alexandra's  Parrakeet,  Mitchell's  Lori- 
keet, Red-rum])ed  Weaver,  Blue  and  Black  Tanager,  Black- 

throated  Chatterer,  Banana  Quit,  Cireat-billed  Flycatcher,  Violet 
Manucode,  Mexican  Trogon,  and  a  hen  Manakin  (species?). 

Mr.  A.  Sutcliffe  exhibited  two  species  of  Banana  Quits— 

Certhiola  flaveola  and  C.  luteola — Vieillot's  and  Desmarest's 
Tanager,  and  true  pairs  of  Colombian  Siskins,  and  Fire-red 
Finches. 

Mrs.  K.  L.  Miller  exhibited  some  rare  and  uncommon 

species  in  faultless  condition,  among  others  were: — Sun  Conur(>, 
Rainbow  Bunting,  Festive  Tanagers  (true  pair),  Peach -faced 
Lovebirds,  and  a  hen  Verditer  Flycatcher. 

Mr.  S.  M.  Townsend,  exhibited  among  others,  tlie  follow- 

ing in  his  usual  faultless  style: — Blue -crowned  Hanging  Parra- 
keet, Banana  Quit,  Rufous-throated  Tanager,  Yellow- winged 

Sugar  Bird,  Giant  Barbet,  and  a  unique  Jerdon's  BuUnil  (O). 
Other  members  exhilnted  many  beautiful  and  uncommon 

birds  which  will  be  noted  in  reviewing  the  respective  classes. 
A  few  notes  on  the  rarer  and  unique  species  will  not 

be  out  of  place  here:  — 

Thk  Gkkatbk  Bird  of  Paradise  (Paradisra  a-poda). 
This  fine  exhibit  was  naturally  a  feature  of  the  show,  and 

it  was  excellently  staged  in  a  large  and  roomy  cage,  which 

enabled  it  space  for  exercise.  It  did  not  display  while  I 
was  observing  the  bird,  though  it  was  in  full  nuptial  plumage 
I  understand  this  is  only  one  of  many  specimens  of  this  as  well 
as  other  species  of  Paradise  Birds,  which  adorn  the  Everberg 
Aviaries,  of  which  we  hope  to  have  an  account  in  our  magazine 
in  the  near  future.  That  the  visiting  public  appreciated  the 

opportunity  of  observing  this  regal  bird  was  abundantly  inani- 
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test  by  the  congested  state  of  the  aisle  in  its  vicinity.  The 

glory  of  Paradise  Birds  is  their  various  plumes  and  append- 
ages, which  are  only  seen  at  their  best  when  the  male  dis- 
plays to  his  mate.  Notes,  line,  and  wash  drawings  of  Paradise 

Birds  will  be  found  in  Bird  Notes,  Vols.  IV.,  VITI,  and  in 
November  issue  of  current  volume. 

Blue  Budgerigars:  Monsieur  Pauvvels  is  to  be  con-- 

gratulated  on  acquiring  so  beautiful  a  colour  variety  of  this 
popular  species,  which  for  chaste  beauty  is  far  ahead  of  any 
of  its  predecessors.  As  we  are  figuring  this  variety  in  January 
issue  of  Bird  Notes,  we  merely  remark,  that  the  variety  has 

been  obtained  by  careful  selection  over  a  long  period — it  is  a 
typical  Budgerigar  as  to  form,  contour,  and  markings,  but, 

the  yellow  has  been  bred  out,  leaving  as  a  result,  the  dusky 
black  undulations  of  the  upper  surface  their  usual  colour,  the 
yellow  areas  and  feather  margins  being  replaced  by  Avhite, 

and  the  green  by  blue — we  reserve  further  comment  to  accomp- 
any the  coloured  plate. 

Temminck's  Eobin  (Erithacus  komadori).  An  exceed- 
ingly rare  and  interesting  species — a  typical  robin  in  contour, 

demeanour,  and  general  characteristics — rare  even  in  its  native 
haunts,  for  the  British  Museum  possesses  but  two  skins.  It  is 
a  native  of  tne  Loochoo  Islands,  and  this  specimen  was  obtained 

in  Japan.  The  upper  surface  is  rich  orange -chestnut,  and 
the  under  parts  are  black  and  white.  We  reserve  further 

comment,  as  it  is  to  figure  on  a  coloured  plate  in  the  course 

of  next  volume.  This  fine  specimen  was  purchased  by  our  es- 
teemed memlier  H.  D.  Astley,  Esq. 

Blue  and  Black  Tanager:  A  rare,  beautiful  species, 

which  I  did  not  recognise,  neither  does  it  agree  with  Sclater's 
figures  of  the  Blue  and  Black  or  Black  and  Blue  Tanagers  ;  and  I 
have  no  time  to  look  the  matter  up  before  going  to  press,  but  as 
this  and  the  following  species  are  to  figure  on  a  coloured  plate 
in  the  course  of  our  next  volume,  further  comment  is  reserved. 

Vieillot's  Tanager:  (Callistc  vieillofi).  A  beautiful 
sub-species  which  I  believe  is  new  to  aviculture — the  upper 
parts  are  the  richest  of  blue  and  l)lack,  with  the  abdomen  and 

undc:  tail-coverts  yellow.  Fuller  details  will  appear  ,with 

plate. 
BL.AfK- THROATED  CHATTERER:   I  take    this  rare  and 
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beautiful  species  to  be  a  female  of  Procnias  term  *  the  male 

of  which  is  resplendent  with  shining  torquoise-blue,  and  satin - 

black.  She  is  a  beautiful  and  interesting  bird  clad  in  «Teen, 

marbled  with  brownish  and  yellowish.  It  is  a  native  of  South 

America — Colombia  to  Bolivia  and  Brazil.  I  shall  hope  to 
refer  to  the  species  in  a  later  issue. 

Cuban  WooDPEfKRR:  A  very  interesting  exhiint  and  one 
of  the  rarest  l)irds  in  the  show,  where  it  created  much  notice, 

as  it  unconcernedly  hammered  away  at  the  cork-bark  lining 
of  its  cage.  Tlic  upper  surface  was  pale  grey,  broadly  lined 

(transversely)  witli  black,  crown  shining  crimson,  under  parts 
pale  tawny  a  beautiful  and  interesting  species. 

To  save  needless  repetition,  I  will  stat(>  here,  that  with 
one  or  two  exceptions,  in  which  the  signs  of  the  moult  still 

lingered,  all  the  exhibits  were  perfect,  the  exceptions  also 
being  very  tight  and  silky  in  plumage. 

Mr.  H.  D.  Astley  judged,  and  his  placings  were  not  so  well 
received  as  usual,  but  the  task  was  a  difficult  one. 

Budgerigars,  Love  Birds,  and  Hanging  Parrots  (\?,). 

1  and  vhc,  R.  Pauvvels,  Blue  Budgerigars  and  Guiana  Lovebirds  ;  2, 
S.  M.  Townsend,  Blue-crowned  Hanging  Parrot  ;  3,  C.  T.  Maxwell,  Red- 
crowned  Hanging  Parrots  ;  4,  Mrs.  K.  L.  Miller,  Peach-faced  Lovebirds  ; 
vhc  and  c,  Mrs.  C.  Cooper,  Yellow  Budgerigars  and  Black-faced  Lovebirds  ; 
c,  D.  Steer,  Green  Budgerigars  ;  Mrs.  Hodgkin,  Black-faced  L(,vobirds ; 
Countess  von  Hahn,  Red-headed  Lovebirds. 

The  Blue  Budgerigars,  already  noticed,  were  the  feature 
of  this  class,  and  the  aisles  in  their  vicinity  were  continuously 
more  or  less  blocked,  and  Monsieur  Pauvvels  is  indeed  to  be 

congratulated  on  so  rare  and  interesting  a  possession;  he  also 
exhibited  a  nice  pair  of  uncommon  Guiana  Lovebirds,  which 

were  introduced  to  British  aviculture  by  our  esteemed  mem- 
ber, Mr.  E.  W.  Harper.  Other  F.B.C.  members  are  to  be 

congratulated  on  the  excellence  of  their  exhibits— Mr.  Town- 

send's  exquisite  Blue -crowned  Hanging  Parrot,  we  have  noticed 
in  past  seasons;  at  present  its  hues  are  richer  than  ever,  and 

its  condition  flawless.  The  same  applies  to  Mrs.  K.  Ij.  Miller's 
Peach-faced  Lovebirds,  once  almost  common,  now  but  seldom 

to  be  obtained— also  Mr.  C.  T.  Maxwell's  Bengal  Hangmg 
Parrots  were  both  uncommon  and  in  excellent  trim.    Excel - 

*  Vide  page    138  of  current  Vol. 
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lent  specimens,  both  as  to  colour  and  condition,  were  the  Red- 

headed and  Black -faced  Lovebirds  and  Budgerigars. 
All  Species  of  Paerakeets,  Lorikeets,  and  Tjortes 

(14). 
1,  2,  4,  and  vhc,  R.  Pauvvels,  Uvsean  Parrakeet,  Red-naped  Lorikeets, 

Black-capped  Lory,  and  Blue-winged  Grass  Parrakeets;  3  and  vhc  (2),  C.  T. 
Maxwell,  Mitchell's  Lorikeet,  Queen  Alexandra's  and  Brown's  Parrakeets  ; 
extra  4th,  Mrs.  K.  L.  Miller,  Sun  Conure  ;  vhc,  S.  Williams,  St.  Thomas's 
Conures  ;  T.  Miller,  Purple-capped  Lory  ;  C.  H.  Row,  Violet-necked  Lory  ; 
c,  Rev.  G.  H.  Raynor,  Adelaide  Parrakeet. 

A  strong  class,  all  of  which  maj'  be  classed  as  rare  or 
uncommon,  and  however  strongly  some  disagreed  with  the 
other  placings,  none  will  do  so  with  the  perfect  specimen  of  the 

rare  Uvajan  Parrakeet  which  was  placed  first.  This  species, 
of  which  a  coloured  plate  appeared  in  September  issue  of 

current  volume  of  "B.N.,"is  very  difficult  to  keep,  but  the 
condition  of  this  bird  was  beyond  praise.  The  Black -capped 
Lory,  a  strikingly  beautiful  bird,  and  the  Blue -winged  Parra- 

keets barely  got  their  merits,  while  the  Red-naped  Lorikeets, 
though  perfect,  were  favoured.  A  good  specimen  of  the  rare 

Queen  Alexandra's  Parrakeet  was  very  hardly  treated.  An- 
other rarity  was  Mitchell's  Lorikeet,  which,  save  for  a  speci- 

men at  the  Zoo,  is  the  only  other  living  specimen  in  the 

country.  Yet  another  grand  exhibit  certainly  not  unduly 

favoured,  was  Mi-s.  Miller's  gorgeous  Sun  Conure,  whose  bril- 
liant plumage  may  well  be  likened  to  a  glorious  sunset.  An 

Adelaide  Parrakeet  shown  by  the  Rev.  G.  H.  Raynor,  appeared 

to  the  writer  to  be  a  hybrid,  most  probably  between  an  .Adelaide 

and  Yellow-rump.  I  may  mention  in  passing,  for  the  benefit 
of  new  readers,  that  the  staple  dietary  of  Lories  and  Lorikeets 

is  milk -sop  and  ripe  fruit. 
All  Species  of  Parrots,  Macaws,  and  Cockatoos  (4). 

1,  Rev.  G.  H.  Raynor,  Meyer's  Parrot ;   2,  Thorpe,  Yellow-naped 
Amazon  ;  .3,  H.  Smith,  Greater  Sulphur-crested  Cockatoo  ;  4,  A.  Stubbings, 
Blue  and  Yellow  Macaw. 

This  class  calls  for  but  little  comment,  the  well-known 

Meyer's  Parrot  now  assuming  almost  patriarchal  age  was  look- 
ing as  well  as  ever,  while  the  Yellow-naped  Amazon  and  the 

Blue  and  Yellow  Macaw  assisted  the  stewards  and  created  much 

amusement  by  shouting  "  catalogue  "  at  frequent  intervals. 
Common  and  Green  Avadavats,  and  Other  Named 

Species  (10). 
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1,  Miss  M.  Bousfield,  Red-headed  Finches  ;  2  and  4,  F.  Howe,  Golden- 
breasted  and  Grey  Waxbills  ;  3,  C.  H.  Row,  Orange-cheeked  Waxbills  ;  vhc, 
R.  J.  Watts,  Golden-breasted  Waxbills  ;  c,  S.  Williams,  Spice  Birds  ;  Allum 
Bros.,  Orange  Weaver. 

This  class  calls  for  but  little  comment,  save  that  it  always 

causes  the  writer  to  moralise  on  what  a  beautiful  and  interest- 
ing series  of  birds  can  be  kept  without  going  outside  the  cheap 

and  freely  imported  species.  The  first  prize-winners  are  in 
the  wrong  class,  and  should  have  been  so  marked;  the  judge 

failing  to  note  this,  certainly  made  rather  "  hard  lines  "  for 
the  other  entrants.  There  were  three  Orange  Weavers  in 
this  class,  one  of  which  was  the  most  brilliant  we  have  seen, 

being  fiery  orange -scarlet,  a  second  was  a  typical  specimen 
while  the  third  was  intermediate  between  the  two.  A  friend 

informed  me  that  a  number  of  these  richly  hued  birds  had 

been  in  the  dealers'  hands  recently,  probably  a  local  variation. 
All  Species  Waxbills,  Mannikins,  etc.  (6). 

1,  F.  Howe,  Melba  Finches  ;  2,  S.  Watson,  Jamieson's  Waxbill ;  3,  J. 
C.  W.  Meadows,  Aurora  Finch  ;  4,  Rev.  J.  M.  Paterson,  Chestnut-breasted 
Finch. 

This  class  was  not  so  well  filled  as  usual,  as  out  of  6 

entries  there  was  one  absentee  and  a  pair  of  Golden -breasted 

Waxbills  wrong-class.  The  1st  prize  winners  a  lovely  pair  of 
Melba  Finches,  which  for  general  fitness,  richness  of  colouring 
and  clean  cut  markings,  were  about  the  best  I  remember  to 

have  seen.  The  second  prize  bird  was  an  interesting  and  un- 

common Jamieson's  Waxbill,  which  is  most  briefly  described 
as  a  sombre  Fire  Finch,  very  handsome  and  fit.  The  Aurora 

Finch,  standing  third,  was  also  a  deep  and  richly  coloured 

specimen,  and  the  same  may  be  said  for  the  Rev.  Paterson's 
Chestnut -breasted  Finch,  very  few  of  the  latter  have  been 
on  the  market  of  late. 

Alt.  Species  of  Grasspinches,  Weavers  and  WnvoAns 

(12). 
1  and  4,  C.  T.  Maxwell,  Red-rumped  Weaver  and  Painted  Finches  ;  2 

and  vhc.  Miss  M.  Bousfield,  Tri-coloured  Parrot  Finches  and  B.H.  Gouldiau 
Finches:  ;>  and  c,  Rev.  J.  Paterson,  Long-tailed  Grassfinches  aiid  Pin-tail 
Nonpareil  ;  c.  R.  J.  Watts,  R.H.  Gouldian  Finch  ;  C.  H.  Row,  B.H.  Gould- 
ian  FiiR-li. 

This  class  was  a  fairly  strong  one  and  contained  some 
beautiful  and  interesting  exhibits,  foremost  among  which  was 

Mr    Maxwell's  rare  Red-rumpcd  Weaver  (Dinemcllia  dine- 
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melli),  quite  a  large  species  and  by  no  means  so  beautiful 
as  some  of  its  commoner  congeners.  A  beautiful  exhibit  was 

a  pair  of  Tri-coloured  Parrot  Finches,  which  at  the  present  time 
are  more  plentiful  than  the  common  Parrot  Finch,  which,  how- 

ever, is  not  placing  them  as  by  any  means  common.  Some  half- 

dozen  of  the  ever  popular,  but  somewhat  disappointing  Gould- 
ian  Finches  were  entered  here,  all  Black-heads,  with  one 
exception,  and  all  in  finest  condition,  and  some  of  the  best 
coloured  specimens  the  writer  has  seen.  Mr.  Maxwell  also 
exhibited  a  good  pair  of  Painted  Finches,  very  fit,  but  lacking, 

as  is  usual,  at  this  season,  much  of  the  solid  scarlet  coloura- 
tion on  the  sides  of  the  head,  which  is  such  a  feature  of  the 

breeding  season.  An  exhibit  entered  as  a  Black  Weaver 
appeared  to  be  merely  a  melanistic  Orange  Weaver. 

All  Species  Geosbeaks,  True  Finches  and  Buntings 
(10). 

1,  Mrs.  K.  L.  Miller,  Rainbow  Bunting  ;  2,  A.  Sutcliffe,  true  pair  Col- 
ombian Siskins  ;  3,  C.  T.  Maxwell,  Cuban  Finch  ;  4,  J.  C.  W.  Meadows, 

Black-headed  Siskin  ;  vhc,  S.  Williams,  Yellow  Abyssian  Sparrow  ;  Mrs. 
Hodgkin,  Green  Cardinals  (pair)  ;  c,  Mrs.  C.  Cooper,  Green  Singing  Finches. 

The  feature  of  this  class  was  Mrs.  J.  L.  Miller's  lovely 
Rainbow  Bunting  (Cyanospiza  leclancheri) .  A  coloured  plate 
and  full  description  appeared  in  Bird  Notes  Vol.  VTII.  It 

is  a  near  relative  of  the  well-known  Nonpareil  Bunting,  and  is 
a  marvel  of  brilliant,  yet  soft  and  chaste  colouration — it  retains 

its  full  depth  of  colouring  in  captivity — this  bird  was  almost  as 
much  enquired  after  as  the  Bird  of  Paradise,  and  Blue  Budgeri- 

gars, and  fully  deserved  its  popularity  and  premier  position. 
Mr.  A.  Sutcliffe  exhibited  true  pairs  of  Colombian  Siskins 

(Chrysomitris  colomhiana,)  which  were  described  and  figured  in 

colour  in  Vol  VII.  of  Bird  Notes,  and  Fire-red  Finches  (Sper- 
tn'/philn  minuta),  the  latter  l)eiiiK  the  more  uncommon,  but 
were  rather  rough  and  still  in  the  moult.  Mr.  Meadows 

exhibited  a  Black-headed  Siskin  (C.  icterica),  which  war- 

described  in  Vol.  VII  "  B.N."  page  3.3.  It  may  l)e  well  to 
note  tho  distinguishing  features.  The  Colombian  Siskin  lias 

the  to])  of  the  head  and  whole  of  the  upper  surface  l)lue -black, 
with  the  under  parts  yellow.  The  Black -headed  Siskin  lias 
the  whole  of  the  head  black;  the  upper  surface  olivo -green, 
and  the  underparts  yellow.  A  species  not  seen  for  some  time 

on  the  show  bench  was  a  well  coloured  specimen  of  the  Aliys- 
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sinian  Ciolden  Sparrow  (Passer  luteus)  which  was  described 

and  figured  in  colour  in  "  B.N."  Vol.  III.,  p.  1(59.,  an  interest- 
ing species  for  the  aviary  or  cage,  not  difficult  to  breed.  Very 

few  have  been  imported  of  late  years.  True  pairs  of  Green 

Singing  Finches,  very  rich  colour,  and  Green  Cardinals,  were 
also  exhibited. 

Ali  Species  of  T.\nagees  (12). 
1,  2,  4,  vhc  and  c,  C.  T.  Maxwell,  Blue  and  Black,  Black-throated, 

Black-backed  and  Rufous-throated  Blue  Tanagers,  Black-throated  Chat- 
terer ;  3,  Pitchford  and  Stocker,  Necklace  Tanager  ;  vhc,  Mrs.  K.  L.  Miller, 

true  pair  Festive  Tanagers  ;  R.  J.  Watts,  Mrs,  Hodgkin,  S.  M.  Townsend, 

all  Rufous-throated  Blue  Tanagers  ;  A.  Sutcliffe,  Yellow-bellied  (Vieillot's) 
Tanager  ;  c,  A.  Sutcliffe,  Desmarest's  Tanager. 

The  placings  in  this  class  were  not  well  received. 
All  the  entrants  with  the  exception  of  Necklace  Tanager  being 
very  uncommon  or  unique,  so  that  it  became  mostly  a  question 
of  rarity,  and  this  point  appears  to  have  been  very  largely 
overlooked.  There  were  four  specimens  of  outstanding  rarity, 
all  probably  first  appearances  on  the  show  bench,  and  in  three 
instances  probably  the  only  living  specimens  in  the  country, 

viz.,  the  Black  Chatterer,  Yellow-bellied  (Viellofs)  Tanager, 

Blue  and  Black  Tanager,  and  Desmarest's  Tanager,  all  but  the 
Blue  and  Black  hardly  treated.  The  Desmarest's  was  however, 
not  in  full  adult  plumage  and  was  looking  very  soft  the  first 
day  of  the  show,  but  was  quite  fit  on  the  Saturday.  Mrs. 

Miller  exhibited  a  unique  pair  of  Festive  Tanagers,  very 
rich  in  colour  and  in  faultless  condition,  very  hardly  treated. 

A  good  Necklace  Tanager  was  very  favouraWy  treated  com- 

paratively with  its  competitors.  The  Black-backed  "Tanager 
(C.  melanonata)  made  a  welcome  re -appearance,  'this  species 
was  described  and  figured  in  B.N.  Vol.  IV.,  p.  \ 71.  A  feature 

of  the  class  was  the  number  of  Eufous-throated  Blue  Tanagers, 
which  only  a  season  ago  was  unique  and  is  now  becoming 
almost  common;  by  the  way,  it  is  not  a  Tanager,  and  a 

better  name  would  be  the  Rufous-throated  Blue  Sugar-bird, 
as  it  forms  a  snb-iamily  of  the  CCEREBTD^J^J,  viz.,  GLOSS- 
IPTILIN.-E,  of  which  it  is  the  sole  representative,  as  Glossip- 
tila  ruflcollis,  and  its  proper  class  is  Sugar  Birds,  etc.,  bur 
of  course,  owing  to  precedent,  it  had  to  be  judged  as  a  Tanager. 

Another  lovely  exhibit  was  the  Black -throated  Tanager  (C . 
thoracia),  a  perfect  blaze  of  gorgeous  and  iridescent  plumage. 
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One  could  write  pages  about  these  lovely  feathered  creatures, 
but  space  forbids. 

Ali,  Spkcies  Sugar  Birds,  Bulbuls,  and  Honeyeaters 

(12), 

1,  and  vhc  (2),  S.  M.  Towiisend,  Yellow-winged  Sugar  Bird,  Jerdon's 
Bulhul  (  ?  )  and  Banana  Quit ;  2,  3,  4,  vhc,  and  c,  C.  T.  Maxwell,  Purple 
Sugar  Bird,  Yellow-winged  Sugar  Bird,  Banana  Quit,  Black-headed  Sugar 
Birds  (pair),  and  Purple  Sun  Bird  (  ?  ),  vhc  and  c,  A.  Sutclffe,  Banana  Quit's 
( Certhiohi  iiareola  and  lufenla) ;  vhc,  Pitchford  and  Stocker,  Gold-fronted 
Fruitsucker. 

Another  class  of  gorgeously  ])lumaged  Neotropical  birds, 
and  worth  a  long  journey  to  see.  Banana  Quits,  which  were 
unlcnown  on  the  show  bench  last  season,  are  now  becoming 
almost  common,  no  less  than  four  being  exhibited,  three  of 
whicli  were  flaveola  and  one  luteola,  the  latter  being  quite 
new  to  British  aviculture,  a  coloured  plate  and  description  of 

the  former  species  appeared  in  the  June  issue  of  "B.N." 
current  vol.  Luteola  only  differs  in  being  slightly  larger 

and  having  less  white  on  the  wings  and  outer  tail-feathers. 
Among  the  more  notable  entries  mention  must  be  made  of 

Mr.  Maxwell's  Purple  Sun  Bird,  which,  though  being  out  of 
colour,  i.e.,  lacking  the  gorgeous  nuptial  dress,  and  having 

a  few  pen  feathers  showing  on  the  head,  was  vei-y  hardly 
treated,  the  Purple  Sugar-bird  was  in  like  case,  this  season 
being  its  first  appearance  on  the  show  bench,  a  rich  variegation 

of  shining  satiny  purple  and  black.  Mr.  Townsend's  now 
almost  patriarchal.  Yellow-winged  Sugar-bird,  was  abso- 

lutely without  a  flaw,  and  its  plumage  appears  to  increase  in 

depth  and  richness  of  hue  with  each  succeeding  moult.  An- 

other rare  exhibit  by  the  same  owner  was  a  hen  .Terdon's 
Green  Bulbul  (Chloropsis  jerdoni),  which,  however,  was  still 

showing  signs  of  the  moult.  The  body  colouration  is  a  Iieauti- 
ful  grass-green,  with  throat  of  soft  sky-blue.  A  grand  speci- 

men of  the  well-known  Gold-fronted  Green  Bulbul  (C.  aiiri- 

frnns)  completes  my  notice  of  a  notable  class. 

Any  Other  Species  Smaller  Than  Kino  Rirt)  of 

Pakadisi;  (5). 

1,  A.  Ezra,  Temminck's  Robin  ;  2  and  .3,  C.  T.  Maxwell,  Blue-winged 
Siva  and  Great  hilled  Flycatcher;  4,  O.  Puck,  Shama  ;  vhc,  J.  Frostick. 
Shania. 

A  small  class  with  three  notable  exhibits,  the  unique 
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Teiiiniinck's  Robin  (alreiuly  described),  Great-billed  Flycatcher, 
uild  liluc-winged  8iva,  all  beautiful  arid  notable  .spceiinens,  but 
tlie  two  latter  have  been  several  tin.cs  previously  described 

in  our  pages.  Having  already  exceeded  the  limits  of  space,  1 
must  puss  on  to  the  next  class,  merely  remarking  that  two  good 
specimens  of  the  ever  popular  Shama  were  among  the  exhibits. 

Any   Other  Specijijs,   King   Bjku  of   Pakadise  ,anij 
Lakgek  (9). 

1,  3,  and  vhc,  R.  Pauvvcls,  (ireatcr  Bird  of  Paradise,  Cuban  Wood- 
pecker, and  Spot-billed  Toucanette  ;  2,  4,  and  vhc,  Mexican  Trogon,  Crested 

Wood  Partridge  and  Manucodc  ;  vhc,  !S.  M.  Tuwnsend,  Giant  Barbet ;  c,  S. 
Sandy,  Green  Mexican  Jay. 

The  feature  of  this  class  was  Monsieur  Pauvvels' 
Greater  Bird  of  Paradise,  which  was  a  centre  of  attraction 

the  whole  period  of  the  show.  It  was  in  grand  con- 
dition, and  in  full  nuptial  plumage,  which  it  did  ample  justice 

to  in  its  large  and  roomy  cage,  being  very  steady,  and  but  little 
disturbed  by  the  constant  attention  it  received  from  the  public. 

The  same  exhibitor's  Cuban  Woodpecker  also  attracted  much 
attention,  and  was  a  beautiful,  unique,  and  interesting  bird. 
Mr.  Maxwell  exhibited  a  Mexican  Trogon,  which  was  more 
lively  than  the  one  he  exhibited  a  year  or  so  ago ;  his  unique 
and  fine  Violet  Manucode  was  very  hardly  treated.  The  Crested 

Wood  Partridge  {Rollulus  roulroul)  very  beautiful, with  glossy 

blue -black  plumage,  rejecting  green  and  purple  tints  on  the 
back  and  upper  tail-coverts,  bill  blackish,  base  of  lower  man- 

dible red,  which  is  also  the  colour  of  the  legs  and  feet,  eyelids 
and  bare  skin  at  the  back  of  eye  vivid  scarlet,  the  crest  is 

very  large  and  of  a  maroon -chestnut  hue.  Other  rare  exhibits 
were  a  Spot-billed  Toucanette  and  Giant  Barbet,  also  a  beauti- 

ful specimen  of  the  Mexican  Green  Jay,  said  to  be  cage- 
moultea,  yet  retaining  all  its  natural  hues.  A  pair  of  very 
steady  Californian  Quails  were  exhibited  by  the  Countess  von 
Hahn,  which  for  Quails  were  remarkably  tame.  The  Count 
informed  me  these  birds  fed  from  the  hand,  followed  the  maids 

about  and  roosted  on  a  high  shelf  in  the  servants'  quarters. 
It  should  be  noted  that  though  unique  on  the  show  bench,  Para- 

dise Birds  and  Manucodes  are  well  known  to  visitors  at  the 
Zoo. 

FoEEiGN  Mule  ok  Hybkid: — Cancelled. 
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Open  Selling  Class — Limit  25/-.  (9): 
I,  Mrs.  K.  L.  Miller,  Blue-winged  Lovebirds  ;  2  and  vliu  (2),  C.  T. 

Maxwell.  Crimson  Finch,  INFanakin  (  ?  ),  and  Cuban  Finch  ;  3  and  4,  Mrs. 
Clark,  Rinsi;-necked  Parrakeuts  ;  c,  Hon.  Mrs.  Uourke  ;  11.  J.  Watt,  Golden- 
breasted  Waxbills  ;  Mrs.  Hodgkin,  Green  Cardinals. 

This  class  does  not  call  for  comment  save  that  wc 

lind  in  it,  a  modestly  clad  little  bird,  which  appears  for  the 
first  time  on  the  British  show  bench  and  is  new  to  English 
aviculture,  viz.,  a  hen  Manakin  {Pipra  sp  ?),  the  males  of  which 
are  gorgeously  apparelled  creatures,  while  the  females  are  soberly 

clad  in  olive -green  and  have  but  little  attraction  apart  from 
the  male . 

L.C.B.A.   Members. — A.V.   Seed-Eating  (1): 
1,  R.  Pauvvcls,  Barraband's  Parrakeet. 
Not  seen  for  some  years,  a  fine  exhibit,  very  rich  and 

pure  in  colour,  grand  bird. 
L.C.B.A.  Members. — A.V.  Insect  or  Fruit-Eating: 

1  and  4,  R.  Pauwels,  White  Minahs  (Black-winged  Grackles),  and 
Ornate  Lorikeet ;  2,  3,  vhc,  and  c,  J.  Dewhurst,  Coleys,  Red-vented  Bulbul, 
Metallic  Starling  and  Shama  ;  vhc,  Mrs.  Maher,  Tri-coloured  Tanager  ;  W. 
A.  Shepherd,  Larger  Hill  Minah. 

The  White  Minahs  are  the  only  ones  that  call  for  note, 

being  unique  to  the  show  bench  and  very  steady — they  may 
be  described  as  pure  wliite  birds,  with  black  wings  and  tails; 
bare  skin  round  the  eyes,  beak,  legs  and  feet,  yellowish. 

This  species  is  more  commonly  known  as  the  Black-winged 
Grackle,  there  is  a  specimen  in  the  Western  Aviary  at  the 
Zoo  which  simply  crawls  over  you  when  in  its  compartment. 
The  other  exhibits  were  all  well  known  species  in  excellent 

condition.  I  must  congratulate  Mr.  Dewhurst  on  the  longev- 
ity and  condition  of  his  Coleys. 

SPECIAL  PRIZES  AND  WHINNERS. 
Spec.  No. 

198.  F.B.C.  Silver  Medal  for  Best  Bird  in  classes  160  to  162. 
S.  M.  Townsend — Blue-crowned  Hanging  Parrakeet. 

199.  F.B.C.  Silver  Medal  for  Best  Bird  in  classes  163  to  166. 
Mrs.  K.  L.  Miller— Rainbow  BuTiting. 

200.  F.B.C.  Silver  Medal  for  Best  Bird  in  classes  167  to  170. 
C.  T.  Maxwell— Blue  and  Black  Tauager. 

201.  Silver  Medal  presented  by  T.  Miller,  Esq.,  for  Best  true  pair  in 
class  166. 

A.  Sutclifte — Colombian  Siskins. 
202.  Silver  Medal  presented  by  T.  Miller,  Est).,  for  Best  true  pair  in 

class  167. 
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Mrs.  K.  L.  Miller— Festive  Taiiagcr. 
20:}.    Silver  Medal  presented  hy  T.  Miller,  Esq.,  for  Best  true  i)air  in 

class  IGH. 

('.  T.  Maxwell—  Black-headed  Sugar  Birds. 
204.    One  Year's  Subscription  and   Entrance   Fee    presented    by  K. 

Pauvvels,  Esq.,  for  Best  Seed-eater,  shown  by  a  non-nieniber. 
Mrs.  Thorpe— Ycllow-naped  xVmazon. 

2O0.    One  Year's  Subscription  and  Entrance  Fee,  presented  by  O.  Mill 
sum,  Esq.,  for  Best  Soft-bill  shown  by  a  non-member. 

A.  Ezra— Temminck's  llobin. 
2U().    Ten  Shillings  presented  by  H.  Willford,  Esq.,  for  Best  Bird  shown 

bj^  one  who  has  never  won  a  1st  Prize  at  L.C.B.A. 
A.  Sutclift'e,  Esq, — Yellow-bellied  (Yieillot's)  Tanager 

207.  Gold  Medal  presented  by  T.  R,  Trower,  Esq.,  for  Rarest  Soft-bill. 
R.  Pauvvels— Greater  Bird  of  Paradise. 

208.  Gold  Medal  presented  by  T.  R.  Trower,  Esq.,  for  Rarest  Hardbill. 
R.  Pauvvels— Blue  Budgerigars. 

Fuiitt  Spcrial.s  /Kit  allocated  ul  time  cfgohiij  to  press. 
Permit  me  to  remind  members  of  the  rule  re  placing 

F.B.C  on  entry  form,  and  also  the  rule  as  to  Cup  Nominations, 

tlie  failure  to  observe  which,  put  many  notable  exhibits  out  of 

competition  lor  F.B.C.  Medals  and  Cup. 
I  must  in  conclusion  congratulate  our  members  on  the 

truly  great  array  of  rare  and  beautiful  birds  which  they  placed 
on  the  bench  in  such  excellent  condition,  and  also  to  crave 

their  indulgence,  for  this  report  owing  to  nearness  of  show  to 

our  date  of  going  to  press,  has  had  to  be  written  without  any 

research  etc.  whatever.  I  venture  to  hope  future  reports 
will  be  from  the  pen  of  an  exhibiting  member. 

Notes  on  British  Section  unavoidably  held  over. 

Birds  in  and  about  the  Station  (Bakloh,  Punjab). 

By  Capt.  G.  a.  Pbkkeau,  F.Z.S. 

( continued  from  page  2ii2). 

The  Himalayan  Whistling -thkush  (Myiophoneus  tem- 
mincki).  This  is  a  great  favourite  of  mine,  both  wild  and 

captive.  It  is  not  to  be  trusted  in  a  mixed  aviary.  I  took 
home  six  with  me  and  all  arrived  but,  on  being  given  the 
freedom  of  a  room,  there  were  ructions  and  I  lost  four 

straight  olf,  not  to  mention  a  Grey-headed  Ouzel  and  one  or 
two  smaller  birds.    One  of  the  survivors,  who  was  fhe  culprit 
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I  fancy,  had  a  twisted  beak  when  I  caught  him;  this  may  have 

spoiit  his  temper,  but  one  would  have  thought  it  would  also 
have  prevented  him  from  doing  much  harm.  They  are  easy 
to  cater  for  but  require  rather  stronger  insect  food  than  the 
Ouzels.  It  is  a  pity  that  they  seem  to  lose  colour  a  bit  in 
captivity. 

They  have  a  loud  and  pretty  whistling  song,  which  is 
particularly  pleasing  at  the  courting  season,  when  the  bird 
is  in  the  habit  of  taking  slow  circular  soaring  flights,  returning 
to  its  original  perch,  shiging  hard  the  while.  It  is  found  up 
to  11,UUU  feet  in  summer,  descending  to  lower  levels  and 

even  to  the  plains  in  winter  (Gates).  1  have  seen  it  below 

■1001)  feet  in  summer,  and  above  6000  in  winter.  I  believe 

the  restricted  food-supply  of  the  streams  in  winter,  force  the 
birds  to  spread  out;  indeed,  at  this  season,  they  are  common 
about  gardens,  well  away  from  the  streams  they  frequent  at 

other  seasons.  They  have  a  sharp,  shrill  note,  easily  heard 

above  the  noise  of  rushing  water.  Other  stream -haunting  birds 
have  practically  the  same  note.  It  is  a  ground  feeder,  and  it 
is  said  to  feed  principally  on  snails,  which  I  can  well  believe, 
though  I  have  never  found  the  collections  of  broken  shells 

mentioned  by  Oates.    They  are  very  fond  of  snails  in  captivity. 

They  breed  from  April  to  June,  building  a  large  nest  of 
moss  and  roots  in  a  crevice  in  a  rock  near  a  stream. 

The  Chamba  people  set  such  store  by  the  Grey-winged 
Ouzel  as  a  singing  pet,  that  they  rutlicr  ignore  the  qualities  of 
other  really  good  songsters,  which  they  never  seem  to  keep  in 

captivity  in  spite  of  their  brighter  colours.  Still,  if  the  Grey- 
winged  is  the  TRUE  Kastura  here,  the  claims  of  others  are 

half  acknowledged  by  the  names  given  them.  The  Grey-headed 
Ouzel  (which  I  believe  is  the  true  Kastura  in  Kashmir)  ̂ s 
called  the  Red  Kastura,  the  subject  of  this  note  is  the  Blue 
Kastura,  while  all  other  thrush  beasts  are  ordinary  Kasturas. 

Rough  description:  Blue  all  over,  brighter  on  the  head, 
wings,  and  tail,  each  feather  tipped  with  shining  blue  or  wnite. 
The  young  are  dull  and  lack  the  shming  tips  to  the  feathers. 
The}  soon  attain  adult  plumage.  Length,  13.5  inches;  tail; 
5.5. 

The  Indian  Blub  Ghat  (Larvivora  hrunnea)  is  a  per- 
fectly charming  little  bird.    They  frequent  thick  jungle,  feeding 
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chielly  on  the  ground  on  insects,  though  in  captivity  it  partakes 
(like  most  insectivorous  birds)  ot  a  certain  amount  of  fruit, 
berries,  and  bread  and  milk.  They  do  not  court  observation, 

a  casual  observer  might  easily  miss  them,  yet  they  are  by  no 
means  shy,  and  if  one  penetrates  their  haunts  and  keeps  still, 
they  will  approach  quite  close  to  make  investigations,  and 
having  satisfied  their  curiosity  (which  is  great),  they  will  carry 
on  their  usual  business  quite  at  ease,  vanishing  into  the 

nearest  cover  at  any  abrupt  movement.  TheLr  curiosity,  com- 
bined perhaps  with  greed,  causes  them  to  fall  easy  victims  to 

the  trapper. 

In  the  aviary,  though  they  could  hide  in  a  marvellous 
way,  one  or  more  was  always  in  evidence  and  attracted  much 
attention  from  visitors,  taking  up  a  perch  close  to  the  wire, 
partly  to  see  what  was  up,  partly  to  see  whether  master  had 
his  live  bait  tin  with  him,  tail  swaying  gently  up  and  down, 
ready  to  dash  to  cover  at  the  first  sign  of  danger,  but  out 
again  in  a  few  seconds  to  see  if  there  really  is  any  danger. 
I  lost  one  lovely  cock  just  before  going  home  through  his  trying 
to  investigate  the  interior  of  a  small  jug,  which  was  half  full 

of  water.  I  am  not  in  the  habit  of  leaving  jugs  (or  nets)  in 
the  aviary,  and  when  I  noticed  the  jug  I  half  expected  a 
young  bird  casualty,  but  was  astonished  to  find  that  so  cute  a 
bird  had  fallen  a  victim. 

Like  most  othei-  Chats  and  their  kind,  they  light  like 
demons  among  themselves,  and  the  ones  I  took  home  had  to 
have  compartments  to  themselves.  In  the  aviary,  bar  an 
occasional  scrap,  they  were  pretty  good  as  long  as  their  number 
did  not  exceed  the  number  of  convenient  corners.  The 

inclusion  of  one  bird  too  many  resulted  in  a  sort  of  "puss-in- 

the- corner  "  game,  which  necessitated  master  having  to  catch 

out  a  couple,  and  even  then  they  took  some  time  to  se''ttle  down 
to  corners  again.  Small  seed -eaters  they  ignored,  once  they 
had  satisfied  themselves  that  there  was  nothing  interesting  in 
the  seed  pans.  In  a  mixed  aviary,  or  indeed,  in  freedom,  a 

bird  cannot  as  a  rule  afford  to  dally  with  a  tit -bit;  given  half 
a  chance  the  Blue  Chats  would  snatch  a  mealworm  from  even 

a  Laughing  Thrush,  no  mean  raiders  themselves.  They  would 

even  sometimes  snaffle  from  a  Grey-winged  Ouzel  one  of  the 
big  earthworms  the  Ouzel  soul  loveth,  after  performing  the 
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proper  and  often  lengthy  rites  of  breaking  up;  this  must  have 
been  done  from  sheer  mischief,  as,  tliough  they  lilced  small 
juicy  worms,  they  never  eat  the  large  ones,  however  skilfully 
brokeii  up. 

I  never  heard  them  sing,  but  shortly  before  my  departure 

lor  home,  they  took  to  uttering  a  melodious  call -note,  very  rich 
and  full  for  so  small  a  bird,  so  1  should  not  be  surprised  to 
tind  that  they  are  good  songsters. 

They  pass  through  the  Station  in  considerable  'number.s 
on  their  way  down  in  the  Autumn,  staying  some  time  en  route 
for  the  plains.  I  fancy  the  migration  is  only  vertical.  On 

their  way  up  in  Spring  they  struggle  through  in  a  much  more 
scattered  way,  and  I  rather  think  that  a  stray  pair  or  two  may 
remain  to  breed.  My  captives  wintered  out  of  doors.  I  have 

never  found  the  nest,  but,  according  to  Oates  it  is  a  small  one 
of  moss  and  leaves  in  a  hole  in  a  tree. 

It  is  a  very  smart  little  bird,  with  longish  dainty  legs 
and  a  rather  short  tail.  Colour  above  is  dull  blue,  beneath 

it  is  bright  chestnut  of  a  yellow  rather  than  a  red  tinge; 
cheeks  black;  a  very  distinct  eyebrow  extending  to  the  nape 
white  Length  about  5.6  inches  (Oates)  but  I  think  it  is  a 
good  bit  smaller,  tail  1.8. 

The  hen  I  refuse  to  attempt  to  describe  beyond  stating 
that  she  is  brown.  The  young  are  said  to  be  like  the  female; 
I  fancy  they  soon  attain  adult  plumage,  as  on  the  Autumn 

migration,  adult  plumage  cocks  are  quite  as  common  as  hens. 
I  think  these  birds  lose  colour  as  regards  the  blue  parts  if 

caged  I  remember  writing  to  our  Editor  soon  after  catching 
my  birds  saying  that  dull  blue  did  not  do  them  justice,  and  I 
had  no  reason  to  change  my  opinion  as  long  as  they  were  in 
the  aviary,  but  on  getting  home  I  must  confess  that  the  blue 
was  dull.  1  have  written  more  than  I  intended,  I  do  not 

apologise  for  the  length,  but  fear  I  have  not  done  justice  to 
the  bird,  which  is  one  of  my  special  favourites. 

To  be  Continued. 
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Nest  and  K^X'^  of  N'idlct  I'^uplionia. 
For  detailed  desci  iiitioii,  \  ide  Vol.  VJ.,  ]>. 
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Foreign  Birds. 

By  WESLiiY  T.  Page,  F.Z.S.,  etc. 

{Continued  from  'page  336). 
Violet  Euphonia  (Eupho?iia  violacea).  This  common 

species,  common  because  it  has  been  known  for  so  long  and 
is  one  of  the  most  frequently  imported,  is  yet  one  of  the  most 

beautiful  of  the  gorgeous  family  TANAGrilD.-E.  As  already 
remarked  I  believe  many  of  those  imported  and  accepted  as 

Violet  "  Tanagers  "  have  been  some  other  species,  being  al- 
together of  a  darker  hue  on  the  upper  surface,  than  the  charm- 

ing blue  of  the  true  violacea.  In  fact,  I  believe,  a  male  which 
I  have  is  of  some  other  species,  but  1  am  not  prepared  to 

define  it,  till  the  change  to  adult  plumage  is  quite  complete. 
Not  the  least  of  the  charms  of  this  delightful  bird  is  its  song, 

in  the  aviary  this  is  very  pleasing,  what  it  amounts  to  in  the 
cage  I  cannot  say. 

Dr.  A.  G.  Butler,  in  his  "  Foreign  Finches,"  quotes 
the  late  Dr.  K.  Russ  as  follows:  — 

"  The  Common  Piper  i^der  yemeine  Organist) — Sometimes 
"  common  in  the  market.  Harmless  and  peaceable  in  the  bird- 
"  room.  Song  droll,  ventriloquial,  intermixed  with  single  pro- 
"  longed  sounds  and  tones  not  witliout  beauty,  industrious ;  de- 
"  cidedly  not  a  superior  songstei-,  however,  as  it  has  been  fabled, 
"  All  these  charming  organists  eat  fruit  (soft  pears  they  will 
'■  empty  clean  out,  right  up  to  the  thin  peel),  soaked  egg-brcad 
"  in  marvellous  quantities,  and  they  produce  a  eonesponding 
"  amuunt  of  dirt.  They  are,  moreover,  very  frail,  did  not  live 
"  long  enough  to  breed  in  my  bird-room,  though  1  have  liad  a  'good 
"many  pairs;  hitherto  have  only  gone  to  nest  with  Mrs. 
"  von.  Proschek,  in  Vienna,  but  without  result.  Price  ten  to 
"  twelve  shillings  per  pair."* 

Not  a  great  deal  is  recorded  as  to  its  wild  life,  but  from 

the  records  of  various  naturalists  (W.  Forbes,  Neuwied,  and 

others)  we  gather:  that  it  is  found  both  in  the  vicinity  of 
high  forests  and  gardens;  and  throughout  the  whole 
wooded  country  of  Brazil;  that  it  is  a  commonly  caged  bird 

in  the  localities  where  it  abides;  that  it  is  active,  liveiy,  viv- 
acious, and  a  rapid  tiier. 

Its  food  in  a  state  of  nature  consists  of  many  varieties 

*  Really    lower    than    their  present  market   value   in  this 
country. 
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of  I'ruit,  l)iit  it  lias  a  preference  for  ripe  oranges,  bananas,  giiavas, 
and  the  liice,  and  thererore  works  nnich  iniscliief,  and  in  eonse- 
quence,  is  not  held  in  much  favour  in  tlie  cultivated  districts. 

The  above  corresponds  in  a  great  nieasui'e  with  jts 
demeanour  in  the  aviary.  It  has  not  yet  Ijeen  bred  in  capt- 

ivity, but  our  esteemed  member,  Mr.  W.  E.  Teschemaker,  lias 

had  sevei'al  nests  constructed  in  his  aviary,  and  also  liad  eggs 
laid,  but  so  far  no  young  have  been  reared.  In  a  most  iiileresting 
and  able  article  in  Vol.  vi.  p.  204,  he  details  his  experiences, 
illustrating  them  with  a  photo  of  the  nest  and  eggs.  We  may 
brielly  summarise  these  and  his  deductions  from  them  as  under: 

That  it  is  not  so  delicate  as  its  reputation  makes  it  out 
to  be. 

That  it  should  be  kept  in  a  large  out-door  aviary,  giving 
it  unlimited  exercise,  compelling  it  to  roost  in  the  shelter  at 
night,  and  that  under  these  conditions  it  will  llourish. 

That  he  found  it  to  be  almost  entirely  frugivoi'ous,  but 
that  it  was  also  very  fond  of  slugs. 

That  this  species  diifers  from  the  majority  of  the  Tana- 
(jrida:,  in  that  it  nests  either  in  a  hole  in  a  tree,  or  constructs 

a  spherical  nest  like  that  of  our  common  Wren  or  Long -tailed 
Titmouse. 

That  there  is  no  insu(.)erable  diliiculty  in  breeding  this 
specieSj  but  that  two  of  the  essentials  leading  to  success  are: 
a  fine  summer,  and  a  good  large  fluke  1 

May  I  ask  my  readers  to  re-peruse  Mr.  Teschemaker's 
able  paper  in  connection  with  these  notes. 

Mr.  Teschemaker  has  kindly  supplied  me  with  the  fol- 
lowing later  notes,  fully  confirming  the  conclusions  he  had 

previously  drawn: 
Altogether  he  has  had  four  nests  of  the  Violet  Euphonia 

and  two  clutches  of  eggs.  All  the  nests  have  been  of  exactly 
the  same  type,  domed  and  built  in  nest  boxes  and  lined  with 
leaves  (see  photo).  In  one  or  two  instances  the  top  of  the  box 
has  formed  the  upper  part  of  the  dome,  the  sides  having  been 

built  up  to  meet  it.  A  wonderful  quantity  of  material  is 
packed  tightly  into  the  box,  leaving  barely  room  for  the  little 
architects  to  get  in  and  out.  The  egg  is  small,  ground 
colour  white,  with  many  small  dark  red  spots  and  some 
confluent  markings.    On  September  20th  last,  when  he  left 
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home  a  pair  had  just  commenced  to  incubate  two  eggs  in  the 
uncovered  flight  of  that  aviary  and  as  he  fiid  not  think  they 

could  possibly  I'car  young  out  of  doors  in  October,  he  took  the 
nest  box  down  and  hung  it  up  inside  the  heated  portion  of  the 
aviary.  They  must  have  deserted  at  once  because  on  his  return 

(October  .Oth)  tiio  eggs  were  perfectly  fresh  and  are  now  in  his 
collection.  Tiie  spots  on  these  eggs  are  larger  and  of  a  light 
red  with  some  purplish  blotches. 

Oui-  esteemed  memlier  Mr.  R.  Suggitt  had  a  nest  com- 
menced in  a  privet  bush,  but  it  was  not  carried  sufficiently 

far  to  say  what  type  it  would  have  been  when  comjalete. 

Personally,  I  have  found  the  species  to  subsist  almost 

entirely  upoji  fruit,  only  occasionally  visiting  the  milk  sop,and  they 
will  not  look  at  mealworms,  but  catch  quite  a  numl)er  of  small 
winged  insects  in  their  indoor  enclosure.  In  the  Spring,  if 
they  survive  the  Winter,  they  will  be  put  out  of  doors  into  a 

large  flight,  and  will,  I  hope,  breed. 

Description  :  male.  Upper  surface  and  cheeks  purplish - 
blue -black,  or  perhaps  a  better  description  would  be  blue -black 
with  a  purplish  sheen;  forehead,  front  of  crown,  and  the  whole 

of  the  undersurface  bright  yellow,  paler  on  "the  sides  and 
ventral  region;  under -side  of  wings  black;  with  patches  ot 
white  on  the  inner  webs  of  wing-feathers;  tail  (beneath)  black, 
with  white  patches  on  the  outer  retrices;  bill,  legs,  and  feet 

black.    Total  length   3f  inches,  tail  1|. 

Female.  Olive -green,  with  the  under  surface  strongly 
washed  with  yellowish;  the  bases  of  inner  webs  of  wing- 
feathers  are  white. 

According  to  the  B.M.  Cat.  their  range  is  Guiana, 
Trinidad,  Lower  Amazonia  and  S.E.  Brazil. 

"The  S.E.  Brazilian  form  (sub-species  lichtensteini)  is 

"  rather  larger  in  dimensions,  but  similar  in  plumage  (B.M.C.)" 

I  have  dealt  fully  with  this  species,  though  it  is  so 
well  known,  as  it  is  obtainable  in  fair  numbers,  in  the  hope 
of  inducing  our  members  to  make  strenuous  efforts  to  breed 
it  next  season. 

To  he  continued. 
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Book  Notices  and  Reviews. 

The  Home-Life  of  the  Spoonbill,  the  Stork  and  some  Herons.— 
By  Bentley  Beetham,  P.Z.S.,  London.  Witherby  and  Co.,  32G  High 
Holborn,  W.C.,  5s.  net. 

We  gave  a  brief  notice  of  this  botli  interesting  and  fasci- 
nating book,  to  all  lovers  of  wild  bird  life,  in  our  last  issue.  It- 

merits  this  high  praise  for  it  is  a  personal  account  by  the  medium 
of  pen  and  camera,  of  the  wild  or  home  life  of  these  birds— there 
are  32  photographic  reproductions  of  moi'e  than  usual  merit  and 
interest,  one  of  which,  by  the  courtesy  of  the  publishers,  is  re- 

produced herewith,  and  is  repi'esentative  of  the  whole — a  brief 
quotation  referring  to  the  plate  in  question  will  best  illustrate 
the  meiil  of  the  work. 

"  When  the  cock  returned,  I  could  see  by  the  bulkiness 
"  01'  his  neck  al)out  the  ruddy  band  that  he  had  not  come  empty 

....  The  young,  on  seeing  him  imitating  the  actions 

"  of  their  mother,  were,  for  young  Spoonbills,  highly  delighted, 
"  evidently  knowing  that  this  was  grace  before  meat.  And 
"  sure  enough,  after  one  or  two  sideway  shakes  of  the  head,  he 
'■  «tooi3ed  down,  and  with  a  few  vigorous  gulps  opened  his  bill, 
"  at  the  base  of  which  the  chicks  found  much  that  was  to  their 
"  satisfaction." 

The  above  quotation  may  be  read  as  a  description  of  the  ac- 
companying plate,  fully  indicating  the  descriptive  and  interesting 

character  of  the  text  and  illustrations— the  descriptive  accounts  of  the 
Stork  and  some  Herons  are  equally  comprehensive  and  interesting.  We 
cordially  recommend  it  to  our  readers. 

Canaries,  Hybrids,  and  British  Birds  in  Cage  and  Aviary.— 
Cassell  and  Co.,  in  monthly  parts,  7d.  net. 

Part  IX  is  to  hand,  and  is  of  great  interest,  the  chapter 

on  "  Judging,  etc,"  is  completed  and  others  on  "  Pedigree  or  Line 
Breeding,"  and  the  "  Norwich  Canary  "  are  included.  The  frontis- 

piece is  an  excellent  coloured  plate  figuring  a  group  of  popular! 

indigenous  finches,  viz:  Bi-amblefinch,  Greenfinch,  Chaffinch,  and 
Goldfinch ;  a  number  of  wash  and  line  illustrations  complete  the 
part,  which  is  of  more  than  usual  interest. 

Editorial 

Our  Thanks. —  These  are  due  to  our  esteemed  member 
T.  Miller,  Esq.,  whose  energies  at  the  L.C.B.A.  show  in 
caring  for  and  feeding  the  Foreign  Birds  were  incessant.  We 

were  at  the  show  Friday,  Saturday,  and  Monday,  and  his  care 

was  simply  continuous,  and  the  excellent  condition  of  the 

c.xhibits— really  l^etter  than  when  the  show  opened— was  en- 
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tirely  due  to  his  untiring  efforts,  and  on  behalT  of  the  chih  we 

tender  him  our  grateful  'thanks. 

A  Retrospect. — This  issue  brings  us  to  the  close 
of  another  volume,  of  our  club  journal  and  while  fully  realis- 

ing all  its  short-comings,  we  are  assured  that  all  are  agreed 
that  it  is  well  up  to,  if  not  ahead  of  any  of  its  predecessors. 

The  present  volume,  the  first  of  a  new  series,  con- 

tains six  coloured  plates,  viz.,  "  A  beautiful  Aviary,"  "  Stella's 
Lories,"  "  Blue-billed  Weaver,"  "  Yellow  Creeper,"  "  Uvtean 

Parrakeets,"  and  "  Hunstein's  Magnificent  Bird  of  Paradise," 
while  numberless  half  tone  and  line  illustrations,  all  of  which 

have  been  of  utilitarian  or  scientific  interest,  among  the  latter 

special  mention  must  "be  made  of  the  fine  series  by  our  es- 
teemed Hon.  Bus.  Sec,  H.  Willford,  Esq.,  illustrating  ̂ he 

domestic  life  of  various  Foreign  Birds  in  his  natural  aviaries, 
and  we  tender  to  him  and  all  others  our  grateful  thanks  and 

appreciation . 

The  text  matter  in  our  pages,  as  a  glance  through  the 
indices  will  indicate,  has  been  both  practical  and  scientific, 
providing  interesting  reading  both  for  the  aviculturist  and 

ornithologist — for  the  tyro  as  well  as  those  of  long  standing, 
and  we  tender  to  all  our  contributors  our  grateful  thanks. 

Breeding  Medals:   These  have  stimulated  emulation 

among  our  members,  and  the  presentation  of  twelve  medals  to 

introduce  the  scheme  was  a  step  in  the  right  direction.  The 
following  have  been  awarded: 
For  Species : 

E.  J.   Brook:  Stella's  Lory   {Charmosyna  sfclhc). 
R.  Suggitt:  .Jacarini  Finch  (VoJafinia  jacarini). 

W.  E.  Teschemaker  :    Argoondah  Quail  {Etq^fujchorf  i/.r 
Iciicopogon) . 

W    E.  Teschemaker:  Euddy  Finch  {Carpodarus  mex- 
icanus) . 

W.  E.  Teschemaker:  Reed  Bunting  {Emhcriza  schccn- 
iclus). 

W.  E.  Teschemaker  :   Stonechat  (Pratincola  riibiro/a). 
H.  Willford  :  Painted  Finch  {Einhtema  picta). 

For  Hybrids: 

M.  Aronsteiii  :   Siskin  {0.  irtrrica  and  G.  spiiiNsi). 
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Lady  E.  D.  Pennant:  Sparrow  (P.  areuatus  and  P. 
Jutevs). 

Dr.  J.  Easton  Scott:  Avadavat  and  Zebra  Waxbill 

(Spora'ginthus  amandava  and  suhflavus). 
Dr.  A.  Walker:  Red-crested  and  Green  Cardinal  (P. 

cucullata  and  G.  cristata). 

Notes  or  Articles  on  these  successes  have  either  ap- 
peared or  will  appear  in  near  issues. 

EXHIBITIONAL  SECTION  :  This  has  been  fully  maintained, 
but  we  realise  there  is  scope  for  much  extension  in  this  section 

—  list  of  winners  of  club  medals  and  cups  will  be  issued  at  the 
end  of  the  season,  1910-1911.  We  cordially  thank  those  mem- 

bers who  have  presented  specials  for  competition  among  mem- 
bers at  the  various  shows. 

Our  Position:  We  regret  that  continued  appeals  have 
had  to  be  sent  round  to  make  up  our  income  and  we  gratefully 

acknowledge  your  patience  with  and  response  to  same — at 
the  same  time  we  have  received  many  assurances  (kind  let- 

ters etc.),  that  the  course  pursued  has  been  the  right  one — 
the  progress  made,  if  not  so  large  as  we  had  hoped  for  has  been 

steady  and  continuous,  and  two  more  years  of  patient  (or  only 

one  if  every  memher  would  only  rise  to  the  occasion)  and 
persistent  effort,  should  see  us  with  an  established  Magazine 

worthy  of  the  Foreign  Bird  Club,  and  in  a  sound  financial  position. 

We  are  glad  to  state  the  officers  who  have  so  ably  served 
the  club  during  the  past  year,  will  again  do  duty  during  1911. 

We  congratulate  the   members  on  a  successful  year's 
work. 

General  News  items  etc.  and  mariy  articles  unavoid- 
ably held  over  till  next  issue. 

BRITISH  BIRDS. 

Nesting  of  the  StOnechat  (Pratinnda  rnUcola). 
By  W.  E.  Tbschemakbk,  B.A. 

The  Stonechat  is  generally  regarded  as  an  essentially 

non -migratory  species,  but  I  expect  that  the  fuller  and  more 

careful  investigation  of  the  seasonal  movements  of  European 

species,  which  has  been  inaugurated  during  the  last  few  years, 
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will  do  much  to  modify  this  view.  The  passage  of  the  Stone - 
chat  across  the  North  Sea  is  looked  upon  as  an  event  of 

regular  occurence  at  Heligoland.  There  is  also  a  considerable 
local  movement  of  Stonechats  in  our  islands  every  spring,  the 

result  of  which  is  that  in  some  districts,  where  the  species 

has  not  nested  for  years,  one  will  now  and  again  fmd  several 

pairs  in  local  proximity.  Nevertheless,  in  many  districts  there 

are  certain  favoured  spots — often  of  only  a  few  acres  in 
extent — where  Stonechats  may  be  seen  every  day  of  the  year. 
In  the  great  bleak  wilderness  of  Dartmoor,  amidst  the  solitude 

of  the  eternal  "  Tors,"  1500  feet  above  sea-level,  where  no 
living  thing  is  to  be  seen  save  the  Buzzard  wheeling  overhead 

and  a  few  half -starved  moor  ponies,  where  the  winter  storms 

are  of  such  severity  that  on  many  days  even  the  hardy  moor- 
man  will  not  venture  to  leave  his  homestead,  I  know  several 

such  spots  where  you  may  be  certain  of  seeing  Stonechats 
throughout  the  winter  unless  the  ground  is  covered  with  snow. 

We  may  take  it  therefore  that  the  Stonechat  is  a  very 

hardy  species,  one  of  the  earliest  to  nest,  and  crossing  the  North 

Sea  during  the  first  week  of  March — and  yet,  by  a  strange 
paradox,  its  northward  range  does  not  extend  beyond  the 

extreme  south  of  Sweden,  whereas  the  Whinchat — a  sun  wor- 
shipper, which  spends  the  winter  in  Central  Africa  and  does 

not  venture  to  show  itself  here  before  May -day — nests  even 
within  the  Artie  circle  I 

One  day  last  February,  I  came  across  a  nice  pair  of 

Stonechats  on  one  of  the  foot-hills  of  Dartmoor  and,  having 
a  net-trap  with  me,  I  soon  made  a  capture  of  the  female. 
I  could  find  no  better  accommodation  for  my  captive  than  a 

small  box  containing  a  puncture-repair  outfit,  so  she  had 
to  make  the  best  of  it  for  the  time  lieing  amongst  the 

"patches,"  the  "solution"  and  the  French  chalk.  A  week 
later  I  found  the  same  old  male  Stonechat  in  the  same  place 
but,  whereas  I  had  expected  to  see  a  disconsolate  widower, 
I  found  instead  a  gallant  bridegroom  for  he  had  lost  no  time 

in  providing  himself  with  another  spouse.  Again  the  net- 
trap  was  requisitioned  and  again  it  was  the  female  that  suc- 

cumbed to  the  temptation  of  a  mealworm.  Did  I  hear  some- 

one say  that  the  feminine  sex  is  always  the  most  greedy? 
A  week  later  there  he  was  again  with  yet  another  partner 
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and  this  time  I  left  him  in  peace  for  he  seemed  so  happy  on 
his  little  patch  of  gorse  and  bog,  which  he  evidently  regarded 
as  his  very  own,  that  I  had  not  the  heart  to  set  the  trap. 

1  should  like  to  be  able  to  tell  you  that  he  brought  up  a 
family  successfully  but,  alas,  misfortunes  never  come  singly; 
when  I  next  looked  up  my  friend  I  found  liim  perched  on 

a  block  of  Dartmoor  granite,  disconsolately  surveying  the 
charred  remains  of  his  favourite  gorse  covert  and  the  still 

smoking  peat:  they  had  been  "  swaling  "  the  moor  and  had 
burnt  him  out.     I  never  saw  him  again. 

In  due  course,  I  obtained  an  adult  male  in  fine  condition 

from  one  of  our  members  for  a  few  shillings  and  turned  the 
three  out  in  a  division  of  the  larger  aviary,  where  I  have 
planted  reeds  and  bulrushes.  Here  the  male  used  to  perch  on 

the  broken  stem  of  a  rush  and  bow  to  his  ladies,  displaying 

his  cinnamon-  waistcoat,  and  say  "  Chat,  chat:  look  at  me— 
what  a  fine  fellow  I  am."  However,  I  never  saw  any 
signs  of  pairing  or  nesting  and  had  quite  come  to  the  conchision 
that  my  experiment  was  going  to  be  a  failure  when,  one 
morning  in  early  June,  something  caught  my  eye  in  the 

Stonechats'  division.  There  was  a  mound  in  one  corner 
covered  with  a  kind  of  long  fine  grass  which  grows  on  the 

moor  and,  in  the  grass  on  the  side  of  the  mound,  I  noticed 

a  small  round  hole — a  sort  of  little  tunnel  leading  'into  the 
interior  of  the  mound,  which  1  should  have  thought  to  'he  a 
mouse-run,  had  I  not  known  that  there  were  no  mice  in 
that  aviary.  I  kept  my  eye  on  it  and  a  few  days  later  I 

saw  a  little  brown  object  creeping  cautiously  out  of  the  tun- 
nel. It  was  not  a  mouse:  it  was  one  of  the  hen  Stonechats. 

A  few  days  later  I  turned  a  strong  ray  of  light  into  the  little 

tunnel  by  the  aid  of  a  pocket-mirror  and  I  saw  an  exquisite 
little  nest,  the  cup  as  round  as  if  it  had  been  turned  by  a 
lathe,  containing  five  bluish  eggs  some  of  which  were  unspotted 

and  some  clouded  with  reddish -brown  on  the  upper  end. 
But,  long  before  the  eggs  were  due  to  hatch,  came  the 

usual  and,  I  think  I  may  say,  the  inevitable  disaster,  for  this 
season  has  been  the  unluckiest  I  have  ever  had  and,  though 

my  philosophy  has  not  railed  me,  I  must  admit  that  I  shall 

not  be  r.orry  to  see  the  back  of  1910.  One  morning  I  found 
the  hen,  which  should  have  been  sitting,  perched  on  a  stump 
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in  a  kind  of  comatose  condition.  Her  wings  were  drooping, 
her  eyes  half  closed,  her  head  hung  low:  every  now  and  then 
she  would  wake  up,  as  it  were,  with  a  start  and  then  her 

head  would  slowly  sink  again  until  it  touched  her  breast. 
I  guessed  in  a  moment  what  had  happened;  the  Tawny  Owls 
had  been  at  work  the  night  before  and  had  frightened  her 

ofl"  the  nest  and  in  the  darkness  she  had  dashed  headlong 
against  the  wire-netting. 

I  said  "  Kismet,"  and  went  in  to  breakfast.  But  another 
surprise  was  in  store  for  us.  The  other  hen — a  demure 

little  thing  who  never  seemed  likely  to  distinguish  herself — was 
missmg  aoout  a  week  later.  I  searched  for  days  for  that 

nest,  and  at  last  in  the  long  grass  at  ray  very  feet  I  saw' 
a  bright  beady  eye.    She  was  sitting  on  four  eggs. 

On  the  13th  July,  three  young  Stonechats  hatched: 
they  were  covered  with  sparse  whitish  down.  On  the  16th 
the  nest  contained  one  egg,  one  dead  squab  and  two  fine, 
strong  youngsters.  Both  the  parents  foraged,  and  were  very 

expert  at  catching  blow -flies.  For  the  first  few  days  they 
also  carried  small  seeds  to  the  young.  I  have  noticed  this 
in  the  case  of  other  insectivorous  species  and  can  only  guess 
that  the  seeds  may  assist  digestion  They  are  not  given  as 

food,  because  their  use  is  not  continued,  so  far  as  my  experi- 
ence goes,  after  the  first  few  days. 

Their  eyes  were  open  on  the  18th,  and  pen-feathers 
were  showing  on  the  wings  and  along  the  spinal  tract.  On 

the  22nd,  they  were  well  feathered,  their  backs  being  mouse - 
brown  and  their  heads  striated  with  dark  brown.  On  the 

25th,  at  T.0  a.m.,  I  saw  the  young  Stonechats  leave  the  nest. 
On  the  29th  they  were  tiying  strongly  and  jerking  their  tails 
after  tlie  time-honoured  fashion  of  the  Prafincolae.  The 

striations  on  the  crown  showed  up  well  and  they  were  also 
lightly  striated  on  the  back;  the  buff  margins  of  the  primary 
coverts  formed  a  kind  of  bar  across  the  wings. 

As  soon  as  the  young  could  fend  for  themselves  I  trans- 
ferred them  to  another  aviary  and  caught  up  the  adults  in 

order  to  give  them  their  liberty,  because,  although  we  have 

heard  a  good  deal  lately  to  the  effect  that  birds  prefer  cage- 
life  to  freedom,  I  must  say  that  my  observations  do  hot  con- 

firm the  suggestion.    I  like  to  do  a  little  bird-catching  now 
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and  again,  but  what  I  like  still  more  is  setting  them  free  and 
I  notice  that,  with  rare  exceptions,  they  are  jolly  glad  to  go. 

One  of  the  advantages,  I  think,  of  keeping  British  birds  (in- 
stead of  foreigners),  is  that  one  can  set  them  free. 

I  generally  use  a  large  net-trap  for  this  purpose,  re- 
leasing the  trigger  with  a  long  line.  I  had  used  this  same 

trap  dozens  of  times  and  had  never  had  an  accident,  but, 

as  I  said  before,  nothing  has  gone  (juite  as  it  should  this 
season,  and,  when  I  pulled  the  line  for  the  third  and  last 

time,  the  wire  rim  struck  the  bird  in  mid -air  and  there  lay 
the  limp  and  lifeless  body  of  the  one  and  only  hen  Stonechat 

which  (as  far  as  my  information  goes)  ever  reared  young  m 
an  aviary.    This  was  how  I  rewarded  her! 

The  two  young  Stonechats  soon  began  to  moult  .and 
proved  to  be  both  males.  Their  backs  became  darker  and 
their  breasts  more  buff.  By  the  10th  September,  the  white 
patch  on  the  wings  was  showing  well.  I  released  one:  the 
other  is  still  in  the  aviary  in  fine  condition,  and  very  tame. 
By  the  5th  October  he  had  the  pure  white  crescent  across 

the  throat  and  the  crown  was  partially  black,  and  by  the 
middle  of  November  his  breast  was  as  deep  a  tan  as  that  of 
any  adult  male. 

Nesting  of  the  Reed  Bunting 

{Emhe riza  scJi am iclus). 

Two  years  since  I  contributed  some  notes  to  our  Maga- 
zine concerning  the  nesting  of  the  Cirl  Bunting.  This  season 

I  made  a  special  effort  to  breed  the  Reed  Bunting.  Re- 
garded as  a  family,  the  Buntings  cannot  be  said  to  be  free 

breeders  in  captivity,  but,  when  they  really  mean  business 
they  certainly  do  not  do  things  by  halves.  My  five  Reed 
Buntings  (2  males  and  3  females)  have  this  summer  built 
four  nests,  laid  sixteen  eggs,  hatched  seven  (I  removed  eight 

eggs)  and  reared  three  young.  I  have  not  space  to  describe  the 

whole  of  these  events  in  detail.  The  old  pa'ir  hatched  and 
tended  the  young  most  carefully,  but  did  not  succeed  in  I'oar- 

iiig  them,  possibly  because  they  were  rather  old  for  breed- 
ing (they  had  been  2\  years  in  the  aviary).  The  old  male 

would  oidy  pair  with  one  female,  but  tlie  ydunyer  male  paired 
wilii  two  hens  and  assisted  both  the  latter  in  incul)ating  the 
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eggs.  All  four  nests  were  exeeedingly  well  hidden,  one 

being  placed  in  pampas-grass,  one  in  sedge  and  two  on  the 

ground  hi  long  grass. 
The  lirst  brood  were  hatched  on  the  2(jth  .June.  Tliere 

was  a  small  iScotch  lir  near  the  nest  and  I  saw  the  female 

remove  a  lot  of  blight  from  it,  which  she  carried  to  the 

nest;  and  also  dock -seeds.  The  young  were  covered  with 

blackish  down,  and  had  yellow  beaks.  They  did  well  for  a  few 
days  but  the  last  died  on  the  2n(l  July. 

Meantime,  the  young  pair  had  not  been  idle,  though 
1  had  not  had  time  to  look  for  the  nest,  but  after  a  long  hunt 

I  found  it  on  the  following  day.  It  was  in  the  very  'thickest 
part  of  a  clump  of  sedge,  and  contained  four'  young,  several 
days  of  age.  IVo  left  the  nest  on  the  10th,  and  the  remain- 

ing two  on  the  following  day.  They  seemed  restless  little 
creatures,  continually  shifting  about  in  the  cover,  and  gave 
their  anxious  parents  a  lot  of  trouble  in  linding  them  at 
fnealtimes.  They  were  lighter  in  colour  than  the  adults, 
and  the  outer  tail  feathers  were  almost  entirely  white;  the 

upper  part  ol  the  breast  ticked  with  very  dark  brown. 
One  died  on  the  25th,  and  two  disappeai  ed  some  weeks 

later.  The  remaining  one  is  a  good  specimen  and  is  now 

in  my  bird-room.  The  old  pair  laid  again  but  I  removed 
the  eggs  (as  also  those  of  the  third  female)  and  released  the 
adults. 

This  species  seems  quite  suited  to  aviary  life  ana  the 

male  in  breeding  plumage  is  a  handsome  bird,  but  he  is  cer- 
tainly not  a  success  as  a  vocalist  and  few  aviarists  seem 

to  think  him  worth  keeping.  In  a  natural  aviary,  however, 
the  Reed  Buntuig  flitting  in  and  out  of  the  reeds  makes,  to 
my  mind,  a  charming  picture,  and  always  reminds  me  of  the 
many  happy  days  I  have  spent  on  the  Norfolk  Broads  with 
rod  and  camera. 

Sundry  Notes  in  a  letter  dated  October  12th,  Dr. 
P.  Gosse  (Beaulieu,  Hants)  writes: 

To-day's  sudden  change  to  cold  and  rain  has  upset  all 
the  House  Martins.  There  are  about  50  under  one  gable 
on  this  house.  One  bird,  evidently  111,  I  found  sitting  oji 

the  window-sill.  On  putting  it  into  the  cage  for  the  night, 
I  noticed  the  enclosed  bug  moving  among  the  feathers  pf 
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the  bird's  back.  This  may  be  of  interest  to  some  readers 
of  "  13. N."  — (It  is  a  very  interesting  occuri'ence,  and  J 
am  sending  the  bug  to  the  British  Museum,  and  on  getting 

their  report,  will  refer  to  the  incident  again. — Ed.) 
My  Garden  is  well  favoured  with  wild  birds— from 

Cormorants,  Kingfishers,  and  Red -shanks,  to  Hawks  and  Gold- 
finches, I  counted  a  flock  of  about  20  of  the  latter  this  after- 

noon feeding  on  garden  seeds. 
In  a  letter  dated  October  24th,  he  writes: 

I  saw  two  House  Martins  to-day,  which  must  be  rather 
late  for  them. 

The  Chiff-chaff  was  singing  in  my  garden  (wild)  from 
the  middle  of  September  till  the  27th. 

Lord  Montagu,  of  Beaulieu,  shot  a  Pin-tail  Duck  in  im- 
mature plumage,  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  a  little  while 

back,  which  certainly  looks  as  though  the  bird  did  sometimes 
nest  in  the  South. 

On  a  postcard  dated  November  7th,  he  further  writes: 

When  shooting  to-day — a  Greater  Spotted  Woodpecker 
ran  about  on  an  oak  tree  for  ten  minutes,  just  over  my 
head. 

Correspondence. 
YOUNG  GOULDIAN  FINCH  REARED  BY  JAVA  SPARROW. 

SiK. — My  experience  with  Gouldians  this  yeur  has  been 
to  say  the  least,  very  interesting.  You  will  remember  that  my 
initial  attempt  to  breed  this  lovely  finch  ended  in  disaster  through 
rats.  I  had  no  thought  of  my  remaining  pair  attempting  nesting 
this  year,  as  both  were  immature  birds,  however,  towerds  the  end  of 
September  they  rapidly  came  into  full  plumage,  and  rather  to  my 
regret  commenced  nesting — five  eggs  were  laid  and  duly  hatched, 
and  the  young  weie  fed  for  about  ten  days,  then  the  fine  weather 
broke  up  and  we  experienced  heavy  cold  rain.  The  nest  was 
situated  in  an  exposed  position  and  experienced  the  full  force  of 
the  gale;  I  kept  the  nest  under  close  observation  and  found  the 
birds  were  not  feeding  properly  and  on  examination  found  the 
young  apparently  dead;  but  after  holding  one  in  my  hand  and 
breathing  on  it  gently,  I  found  sign  of  life  and  promptly  wrapped 
them  all  in  fiannel  and  held  them  near  the  fire — all  revived.  1; 
knew  it  was  useless  returning  them  to  the  saturated  nest,  so  I  put 
the  strongest  of  them  under  a  sitting  Java  Sparrow,  and  attempted 
to  hand  rear  the  remaining  four — 1  fed  them  on  milk  sop  up  to 
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the  time  of  my  retiring  for  the  night,  and  left  them  wrapped  \X{\ 
in  Ilannel,  but  in  the  early  morning  they  were  dead.  The  one 
entrusted  to  the  Javas  was  successfully  reared  and  Hew  this  morn- 

ing (Nov.  1st).  The  Gouldians  are  again  incubating  another  clutch 

of  eggs,  in  a  cage'  24  inches  x  15  inches  x  '9  inches,  iiung  in the  kitchen.  W.  EDMUNDS. 

Late  News. 

Blue  Budgerigars  :  This  charuiiniL!  colour  variety  (see 
L.C.B.A.  report)  received  the  honour  of  being  exhihited  before  the 

scientific  meeting  of  the  Zoohigical  Society  on  21>th  ult.  by  Mr.  D. 

Seth-Smith,  the  Society's  Curator  of  Birds,  one  of  the  specimens 
exhibited  of  the  Horticultural  Hall  ])eing  kindly  lent  by  our  es- 

teemed member,  Monsieur  Pauvvels,  for  the  pm'pose.  Mr.  Seth- 
Smith  exhibited  the  two  varieties  (Blue  and  Yellow)  and  also  the 

species  (Green)  in  the  same  cage.  So  far  the  following  varieties 
have  been  reported  at  various  times  during  the  past  thirty  years, 
viz.  :  Albino,  Blue,  Yellow,  and  Yellow  with  black  upper  parts. 
Fuller  details  will  be  given  in  our  next  issue. 

L.C.B.A.  Show :  Just  on  going  to  press  we  learn  that  a 

protest  was  lodged  against  the  1st  prize  winners  (Red-headed 
Finches)  in  class  No.  163  as  being  in  their  wrong  class  and  there- 

fore ineligible  to  compete.  The  L.C.B.A.  Committee  have  upheld 

the  protest  and  disqualified  this  entry.  The  Red-headed  Finches 
should  have  been  entered  in  class  No.  164.  Class  No.  163  is  only 
for  the  birds  named  in  the  schedule. 

House  Martins  :  The  report  from  Mr.  E.  E.  Austen  of 

the  British  Museum  re  Dr.  Gosse's  interesting  note  on  page  369  of 

this  issue  is  just  to  hand.  "  The  specimen  sent  is  the  parasitic  fiy 
"  (Stenopteryx  hirundis.  Linn.),  a  species  found  only  on  the 
"  House-martin.  I  believe  that  most  if  not  all  House-mai-tins 
"  harbour  one  or  more  of  these  flies,  which  would  seem  to  be 

"  specially  common  on  the  young  birds  and  in  the  nests.  An 
"allied  species  {Oxysterum  pallidum,  Leach)  is  found  on  the 
"  Swift.  These  flies  belong  to  the  group  of  Diptera  known  as  the 

'*  Pupipara,  the  females  of  which  do  not  lay  eggs  like  ordinary 
"  flies,  but  produce  at  a  birth  a  single  larva,  which  is  retained 

"  within  the  oviduct  of  the  mother  and  nourished  by  the  secretion 
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"  of  special  ylauds  until  full  grown  ;  on  being  extruded,  the 
"  larva  almost  immediately  changes  into  a  pupa  oi  chrysalis." 

We  are  iiiucli  obliycd  to  Mr.  E.  E.  Austen  for  his  interest- 
ing note. — Ed, 

Post-Mortem  Reports. 
Vide  Eules. 

For  replies  by  post,  a  fee  of  2s.  6d.  must  be  sent;  tins  rule 
will  not  be  broken  under  any  condition. 

Siskin  cT-  (H.  V.  Joliuson),  Southport.  Cause  of  ideath 
pneumonia  and  enteritis,  probably  due  to  a  chill. 

Red  Cardinal  J\  and  Long-tailed  Grass-tinch.  The  Hon. 
M.  C.  Hawke).     Cause  of  death  in  both  instances  was  pneumonia. 

Painted  Fincti  cf-  (,M.  Bouslield,  Bournemouth).  Cause 
of  death,  pneumonia,  and  enteritis,  probably  due  to  a  chill. 

Hen  Green  Small  Crested  Canary.  (M.  Lock,  Brondesbury). 
Cause  of  death,  pnumnonia. 

Siberian  Goldfinch.    cT-     (W.  T.  Rogers,  Essex).  Cause  pf 
death,  inflammation  of  bowels.  [  •  ' 

Blue-fronted  Amazon  Parrot    cf-     (W.  Sutton).  The  bird 
had  during  life  suffered  from  nasal  catarrh,  probably  due  to  a  chill. 

Young  Budgerigar  (The  Countess  von  Hahn).  In  con- 
sequence of  this  bird  being  too  young  to  take  a  sufficient  supply 

of  food  during  the  short  and  cold  days  of  November,  it  contracted 
a  chill,  or  in  other  words  it  died  from  want  of  a  sufficient  heat 
gupply.  Keep  a  light  in  the  room,  where  the  young  are  so  that 
they  can  feed  when  they  feel  hungry  during  the  early  night  or  early 
mcrning. 

Red-eared  Bulbul  cf-  (H.  V.  Johnson,  Southport).  Cause 
of  death,  acute  fatty  degeneiation  of  liver  with  haemorrnage  into 
its  substance. 

Mexican  Quail,  v,^-  (.W.  Shore  Bailey,  Wilts).  Cause  tot 
death,  pneumonia. 

Black-faced  Waxbill  (I^i'-  M.  Amsler,  Windsor).  Cause  of 
death,  pneumonia. 

Black-headed  Lined  Finch  (Miss  H.  Louise  Morgan, 
Edinburgh).     Cause  of  death,  pneumonia. 

Painted  Finch  ?•  (H.  W.  Mathias,  Hants). Cause  of  death, 
pneumonia. 

Anstvered  by  Post—E..  G.  Jeffery,  Mrs.  Turner  Turner,  Frank 
Howe,  Lady  Douglas  Pennant,  H.  L.  Sich. 

HENRY  GRAiY,  M.R.C.V.S. 
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S.  253. 
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atricapilla,  M.  49,  181. 
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aurrola,  P.  294. 
auricapilla,  P.  293. 

aurifrons,  C.  4.  5,  40,  46,  58. H.'! 

3")  2. 

australis,  E.  323. 
anatralis,  G.  86. 
aymara,  B.  278. 

B. 

Barbalida  clirysocov^a,  332. 
,,        leucolaema,  332. 
,,        minnta,  332. 

ficolopacpa,  332. 
HariKirdiiis  barnardii,  6. 

,.        semitorqualtis,  6. 
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biurmicus,  P.  135. 
foicoZor,  P.  231. 
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I>oIevlaski,  M.  144. 
boliviano,  C.  260. 
honariensis,  L.  278. 

M.  278. 
boulbnuJ,  M.  127,  199,  219. 
b-mrl-ii  E.  99. 
hrarlryura ,  Pit.  126. 
brachyuru.1,  P.  97,  181,  228. 
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h'-nzilipn.iis,    Cat.  260, 

Cfff.  188. 
broirnii.   P.    6,    63,  125. 
brvnnea  L.  356. 
Bubo    magpllanicn.^.  248. 
Biirar r)i s  al) >/ss!nir-}i  ■,  18,3. 

rw/^-r,  183. 
hi(.fl<,vi.   T.    25  4, 
hiillorki,  M.  113,  1  14. 
l{//<<iiiisles  fi.'ilnlatyr.  183,  184. 

,        Kubc'ilindric'(s.  182. 186. 

C. 
C'ncaliia    galcrifa  53. 

,,       qyvinnpis,    53.  80. 

Rrt/f^r,  P!  ■  183. frt/er,  C.  288. 
Cairina   moschala,  54. 
calif  arnica,  L.  313. 
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Ceryle   maxima,  214. 
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Cci'lli  iHcrJi/ires  flavirostris,  286, 
Cliti  mil  jii'liii  passerina,   24,  251. 
Clin  iiiurroinis  leiicocepliala,  36. 
CharadriidoR,  17. 
Cliarniosi/iia  joscpliifui,    (i6,  (iiS. 

,,  -jia  jiiirnsis.   (id,  (i8. 
.s/e//«',  35,  65,  (16,  231. 

363. 
chelicuiensis,  H.  216. 
Chelidon  urbica,  77. 
(7/<CM    coBruleseens,  230. 

,,      nivalis,  230. 
CJienalopex    aegypiiacus,  54. 
I'li'nrinngo,    M.  248. rhhicnsis,  E.   323,  344. 
rhinquis,  I'.  230. Chiromachaeris  manacus,  231. 

Cliiroxip)hia  cuudala,  261. 
„  lanceolala,  283. 

Clilocpihaga  niagellanica,  229. 
Cliloroplianes  cyanea,  37. 

„  spiza,  37. (  hhiroiihonia  callopJirys,  165,  169. 
,,  jlaviroslris,  165,  167. 
„  frontalis,    165,  167. 
,,  longipennis,  165,  16(). 
„  occipitalis,   165,  168. 
„  prclrii,  165,168,169. 
,,  roraima:,  1(35,  16  7. 

tnrrejoni,   1()5,  166. 
,,  viridis,  1()5,  1(36. 

Ciilnropsis  aiiri /rons,  4,  .5,  40,  46, 

58,  83,  352. „  hardtcickii,  4,  5, 
„  jerdonii,    4,    5,  352. 

chlorolica,  E.    169,    170,  283. 
(■Iirtjsocoina,  B.  332. 
ell  r  i/siniiil  ris    rolotnhiiina,    91,  9(). 

350. 
„  eucullala.  91,  151,  342 
„  ictcrica,   134,  231. 

350,  363. 
I'lirysopasta,   E.  169. 
rliri/sopteri/gius,  P.  6,  63,  99,  118. 
<'liri/KOi-occijx  cupreus,  289. 

fcWse,  288. 
„  smaragdineus,  288. 

cia,  E.  19. 
Ci?iclodes    bifasciatus,  248. 

„  fuscus,  248. Ciconia  alba,  54. 
cinctu,   C.    77,  78. 
cinerea,  G.  181. 
cinerea,  8.  201. 
Cissopsis  lever iana,  161. 

,,        major,  161  . ri/rineUa,   E.  201. 
rilfinus,    G.  129. 
c.laiiiosus,  C.  288. 
rliiiiacurus,  S.  112. 
rotiiiiiense.   G.  99. 
Ciirrojijigia   dufresni,  302. 
('occysles  cafer,  288. 

.,        glandarius,  287. 
,,        jacobinus,  287. Coereba    cyanea,  181. 

Coerebidw,   135,  351. 
(■(leriilea,  G.  39. 
rnrriitcscens  ('..  230. 
Ciiliiis  macrurus,  217. 
riiliniibiana,  C.  91,  .350. 
Cfiliuiilin    carrihea,    24,  106. 

,,        leiicocepliala.  24,  106. cnvcliniii.   E.    1()9,  333. 
Co)uiriis  leucoplitlialmus,  171. 
Coracias    cyanogaster,  113. 

„        naevius,  114. 
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Coracias  setieyalensls,  1 12. 
Coraciidce,  112. 
cornula,  T.  229. 
cornuius,   N.    243,  244. 
coromondelica,    C.  325. 
coronalus,   I.  03. 
Corythoiola  cristata,  255. 
corythaix,  T.  161. 
CorylJiornis   cyanostigma,  215. 
Colile  cincta,    77,  78. 

„      riparia,  77,  78. 
Colurnix,    3 1 B,    3 1  'J . 
Colurnix,    coromondelica,  325. 

„        delagorguei,  327. 
craasiroslris,  Q.  187. 
cristata,  A.  277. 

C.  255. 
122 

Gm.    74,   134,   231,  253, 
263,  364. 

r.   50,  51. 
cristatus,  P.  54. 
Criihagra  braziliensis,  188. 
crocea,  R.  151. 
Crolophaga  ani,  187. 
crumenifer,  L.  176. 
cucuUaia,  C.  91,  96,  151,  341. 

P.   134,  231,  263,  364. 
cucuUatus,  P.   99,   118,  125. 
Cuculus  cunorus,  288. 

,,        clamorus,  288. 
„        gularis,  288. 

cuneata,    G.    273,  312. 
cunicularia,   G.  248. 
cupreus,  C.  289. 
ourruca,  S.  14. 
cyaneu,  C.   37,  181. 

PL  50. 
cyanocephalimi,  S.  122. 
cyanogasler,   C.  113. 

r.  97. 
Cyanolyseus  patagoniis,  6. 
cyanoplera,  C.  228. 
cyanopygius,  A.  161. 
Cyanoramphus   nova;- zflalandice, 

244. 
Cyanospizu   leclanch  eri,  350. 
c.yanostigrna,   C.  215. 
Cyornis    tickelli,    26,  27. 

,,       rubeculoides,  27. 
Cypselus  apiis,  79. 

„       ajfinis,  79. 

D. 

Dacnis,    cayana,  l.'!3. dartfordiensis,   M.    8C\  115. 
Datilios  Ivscinia,  200. 
defilippii,  T.  277. 

delagorguei,  C.  327. 
Dendrocitta  rufa,  109. 
Dendroica   pensylvanica,  54. 
desmaresti,    C.    259.    /nse/  48. 
Dicrocerci,  144. 
Dicrocercus  furcatus,  142. 
Diphyllodes  magnifica,  34,  307. 
domicella,  L.   6,  171. 
dubius,  P.  331. 
dufresni,   C.  302. 
durnetoria,   V.  248. 

E. 

edolioides,  M.  49. 
Elaina    albiceps,  249. 
elangeri,  S.  151,  176. 
eZate,  C.  182. 
elegans,  C.  146. 

P.  230. 
elegantissima,   E.    169,  225. 
e?/;io<^,    P.  230. 
Elminia  longicauda,   51,  52. 
Emberiza  cia,  19. 

„         citrinella,  201. 
„         melanocephala,  19. 
„         schaniclus,   363,  368. 

Emblema    picta,    64,  83,  177,  197, 
231,    252,  311, 

363. 
£os  riciniata,  6. 
episcoputs,  T.  91. 
epops,  U.  157. 
eremila,  G.  109. 
erithacus,   P.  6. 
Erithacus  komaderi,  346. 
erytJtrocephalum,  T.  196. 
erytJtroccphalus,   A.  132. 
erythropiera,   T.    50,  51. 
erytltropterus,  P.  161. 
erytlirorlii/ncJius,  I.  158. 

L.  185. 

Eryllinir'a  prasina,  83. 
psitiacea,   83,  150. 

,,        irichroa.  83,  150. 
Estrilda  astrilda,  342,  343. 
Eupheina    bourkii,  99. 
EupUonia  affinis,   169,  283. 

arina,  169,  335. 
„         cayana,  169. 
„  chlorotica,  169,  170. 
„         chrysopastra,  169. 
„         concinna,  169,  333. 
„         elegantissiyna,   169,  225. 
„         finschi,    169,  333. 

flamfrons,   169,  226. 
„         fulvicrissa,    169,  333. 
„         gnatho,  169. godmanii,   335,  336. 
„         gouldi,  169,  170. 
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Eiip/ioii/ii  iji  iir/l/s,  1  (IK,  285 
„  hirinidiiiiicea,  169. 
„        111/ 111)1 1  lid,  169. 

insignis,    169,  224. 
„         jamaicai,   24,   29,  140. 
„         hi iiiiroslris,  169,  3;U). 

liclilcuslciiii,  Inset  48. 
,,         luleicapiUa,  169,  285. 
„         mrlanura,  169. 
„         viesochrysa,  169. 

minuia,  63,  169,  212, 
334,  336. 

musica,    169,    170,  224. 
nigricollis,   169,  225. 

,,         pectoralis,  169. 
,,         pluvihea.  169. 
,,         ruficeps,    169,  285. 
,,        rufivenlris,  169,  170. 
,,  safnrata,   169,  334. 

sclaieri,    169,  224. 
,,  iaehzannwski,  283. 

trlnitatis,  169,  181,  284. 
/n.se/  48. 

r/oZafira,    91,    169,  170 
223,  336. 

359. 
,,  viola.ceicnllis,  283. 

viltntn,  169.  333. 
,,         xdii  I  li  111  III  sirn ,   l(i9,  284. 

Euphoniina' ,   Kill,    139,   164,  223, 282. 
Eu.ploeainus  ni/c/Jirmerus.  54,  230. 
E'K'ji.si/rh nrl !/x  leueopogon,  315,  363. 
Eiiri/sloiiiiis  afer,  115. 
everelii,  T .  171. 
Excalfacloria   austrnlis,  323. 

„  chinensis,    323,  3  )4. 
eximius,  P.  13. 

■  F. 

fasciata,  G.  248. 
/?nsc7w,  £.    169,  333. 
fishilator,  B.   183,  184. 
flaveola,  C.  23,  155,  193,  345,  352. 

S.   11,  263. 
flavifrons,  E.    169,  226. 
flavigastra,  H.  49. 
flaviro&tris,  C.  260. 

Ca.    165,  167. 
Ce.  287. 
f/.  108. 

florin  II  I, -Is,  S.  298. 
foriiiiisii,  Q.  181. 

S.  298. 
/or/is,  H.  216. 
jnm'alis,  C.  16.5,  167. 
jndlceti,   V.  250. 
j idiginosa,  li.  36. 
fnliginosus,   R.  127. 

julvicrissa,    E.    169,  335. 
fulvus,  G.  53. 
furcatus,  D.  142. 
/M.sf;MS,  C.  248. 

L.  54. 
P.  160. 

G. 
galerila,    C.  53. 
garrulus,  L.  6. 
Garrulus  1/ispecularis,  109. 

„         lanreolalus,  109. 
„        loucolophus,  195. 

(/ftt/r,  P.  249. 
Geocichla    citrinus,  129. 
(reopelia   cuneata,    273,  312. 
Geosilta    ciinicniaria,  248. 

,,       isahclliiiii,  248. 
,,       faaclata,  248. 

Geoirijgon  monta.'a,   24,  107. 
sylvatica,  107. 

,,         gnonia,   98,  99. Glaucidium  cobanense,  99. 
,,         pearlalum,  151. 

glaudarius,  C.  287. 
Glossiptiln  riificollis,   23,   29,  141 351. 

(ilossopsiltacns   aufstralis,  86. 
„  porphyrocephalus, 85. 

„  pusillus,  85. ()milIi.o,  C.  169. 
i/nowr/,,  G.   98,  99. 
godmunii.  E.    33.5,  336. 
qordoni,  H.  79, 
'qouldii,  E.   169,  170. gracilis.  E.  169,  285. 
Gram  Ins  eremila,  109. 

.S.  292. 
grisola,  M.   49,  59. 
(rrjt.s-  cinerea,  184. 

,,     virgo,  54. Guhrrnalrix  crispita.  74,  134,  231, 
^253,  26.3,  364. 

Guira  piririgna,  278. 
Guiraca  coerulen.  39. 
giilaris,    C.  288. 
i/ii iidlaclii,  Q.  84. 

(jKllala,  B.  '93,  94. gulluralis,  8.    181,  292. 
gi/niiiopis,  C.  53,  80. 
&'«/7>.s   fi'lvvs,  53. 

H. 

hwrnaiina,  S.   93,  94. 
Halyeon    chelicul  ensis,  216. 

/ori/s,  216. 
,,        semicoerulcvs,  21(). 
,,        sc.negalensis.    21  (i. 
,,        lorqvahis,  216. 
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hardvnckii,  C.  4,  5. 
Heliota    flavigastra,  49. 
Hedymeles  huloviciaiius,  180. 
Hemicurus   maculafuf^,  215). 
hirundinacea,  E.  IfiO. 
Hirundinidae,  11. 
Hirmnlo  aelliiojiicd,    78,  7i). 

,,       gordnni,  79. 
,,        leucosoma,  78. 
,,        lucida,  78. 
,,       w.elonoc.ri.'fsn.  79. 
,,       rustica.  78. 
,,        .irvpgalrn.iis.  79. 

hoazin,  0.  172. 
Ininipralis,  A.  84,  l.'iO. 
liypoTanfha.  E.  109. 

r. 

lanihocinchi   rufigularis,  19fi. 
icterica,   C.    134,    281,    350,  .868. 
iclerocephala.  X.  181. 
icferolia.  F.    18,   Ifil,  262. 
TrferuK  cnronalun,  (58. 

leucopferyx.  140. 
parisnni.m,  1.51. 

Ivdicnlnr   indicator,    289,  290. 
,,        mandat-iis,  290. 

w«/or,   289,  290. 
Indira  I  or  id  <i\  289. 
inornnfns.  C.  111. 
insignis,  E.   1«9,  224. 
Irene  liireo.m,   1 80. 
Irrisor  eryllirorJii/nchu-'i,  158. 
Irrisorinae,  159. 
i.iabellina,   G.  248. 
Hfidina  piefa,  215. 

J. 

iacapn.  T.  91. 
iacarlni  V.  1  77,  1  81,  227.231,24-! 

363. 
jacohinus.   C.  287. 
jamoicensis.  M.  142. 

P.  24. 
jamaicii.   E.    24,  29,  140,  1  55. 

P.    2  1,  29,  1  40,  155. 
ierdonii,  C.   4,  5,  352. 
iolm.'itoniw,   T.  84. 
jn.<iep]iinr,  C.    6(),  68. 

K. 

/■/«r;.si.    r*.  288. 
I'omnderi,   E.  846. 

L. 

LagoiiosI  ictd  larva  fa,  802, 

Lamprolos    bonarienfiiii,  278. 
Laniprotina',  186. 
Larri vorn  brunnea,  856. 
lanccolalu,  C.  298. 
lanceolalus,   G.  109. 
laniirosfris,    E.    169,  836. 
Larus   fuacus,  54. 
larvala,  L.  302. 
Zmr/,  ̂ .  98. 
leclancheri,  C.  350. 
/ep/r/a,  P.  231. 
Leplanthenura    wgitlialoidcs,  249. 
Leptoptilns   crumcnifer,  176. 
lencocephala,  C.    24,  106. 

CT..  36. 
leucogeni/s,  M.  141. 
lencolaema,  B.  332. 
leurolophus,   G.  195. 
lencoplilhalmu.s,  C.  171. 
leiicoplmi.rns,    0.  279. 
k'licopoqon,   E.    815,  363. 
leucoplerus,   T.    24,  106. 
leucopleryx,  I.  140. 
leucosoma,  H.    78,  79. 
leucoiis,  S.   151,  176. 
leveriana,  C.  161. 
lichlensteini,  E.      In.srt  48. 
Licmelis  nasicus,  53. 
lineala,  S.  309. 
Unealum,    T.    279,    280,  281. 
longicauda.    El.    51.  52. 
longipcnnis,   C.    165,  166. 
LophoecroH    erythrorhiinehus.  185. 

,,         na.suhis,  186. 
„        semifasciaius,  18(). 

Lophophanes    melanolophus,  133. 
rufin:ichalis,  183. 

LopJiophaps  plumifera,  275. 
Lophorlyx    calif  ornicus,  813. 
lopho/es,   0.    280,  274. 
Loriidm,  6.  178. 
Lorina  domicelln,  (>,  171. 

„      garrulus,  6. lucida,  H.  78. 
ludovicianus.  H.  180. 
luminosus,   Q.  257. 
luscinia,  D.  200. 
^w/fa,   S'.  278. 
lul  eicapilla,    E:    169,  285. 
??<,/er;/a,    C.    292,    34.5,    352.  /«se< 

44,  48, 
^^/f?/.s,  L.  11. 

P.    281,    851,  364. 
Lybins   vieilloli,  332. 

M. 

MachlolopJius    xanthogeny.'i  188. 
Macrodipleryx  macrodipicrii s.  111. 
inacrorhynchus,  T.  254. 
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macrurus,  C.  217. 
maculatus,  H.  219. 

/.  290. 
mugellanica,  C.  229. 
iiuigellanicus,  B.  248. 
luagnifica   D.    34,  307. 
major,  G.  161. 

D.  122. 
I.   289,  290. 
L.  161. 
P.  133. 

malabarica,  A.  6. 
Mavacua  manarus,  261. 
maritima,  A.  249. 
maxima,  C.  214. 
Melaenornis  edoHoides,  49. 
melaleucus,   T.  91. 
mi4anorephala,  E.  19. 
melanocephalum,  T.  332. 
melanocrism,  H.  79. 
meianolopus,  L.  133. 
Melanomilris  uropygialis,  249. 
melanonata,   C.  351. 
melanoptera,  M.  250. 
mela-nura,  E.  169. 

Pa.  100. 
Melittophagi,  144. 
Meliftophnf/vx  bolevlaski,  144. 

bvUocU,    143,  144. 
,,  pusillus,  143. 
,,  variegatus,  143. 

MeUzopliiJii-s  darl fordiennis.  86,  11. 
MelopsUldcus  iindnhdus,  73. 
Melopyrrhd    nigra,  84. 
Merganser   serrator,  175. 
Meropidw,  142. 
Merops  albicollis,  144. 

,,      a  pi  aster,  144. 
,,      nubicus,  145. 
,,      persicus,  144. 
,,       viridis,   144,  145. 

MerwZa  boulbonl,    127,    198,  219 
,,       jamaicensis,  142. 

Icucogenys,  141. 
Mesia  argenlauris,  37. 
mesoclirysa,  E.  169. 
metaUira.    C.  130. 
Mflrl'i/'cUd  melonopiera,  250. 

I cd II II s,  (J.  363'. 
wigni/orius,    T.  128. 
Milrago   rliimango.  248. 
Milvus    wgyplus,  53. 
Mimocicla  rubripes,  96. 
minvla.  B.  332. 
mliiiiia,  K.  (;:'.,  ICO,  212,  334,  3:!6 
iiiiniilii.  S.  'I'.y^,  .'i.")0. mirdbilis,   P.  341. 
milrdius,  P.  98. 
modeslus,  S.  133. 
M olvlhrus  bonariensis,  278. 

inonlana,   G.    24,  107. 
monlicola,  P.  131. 
mosehata,  C.  54. 
multicolor,  P.    13,  86,  99. 

S.  278. 
mnliipunctata,  N.  109. 
Mania  alricapiUa,  181. 

„      oryzivora,  53. 
„     oryzivora :  var.  alba,  10. 

Muscicapa  aqudtica  49. 
„         atricapilla,  49. 
„         grisola,    49,  59. muscicapida;,  49. 

musica,  E.  169,  170,  224. 
MnsoplMga    violacea,  255. 
muslellnus,   T.  128. 
Myiophoneus  temmincki,   84,  95, 

118,  219,  355. 

N. 

nacvius,    C.  114. 
nasicus,  L.  53. 
nasutus,  L.  186. 
Neochima  phaeton,  73. 
Neophema  petrophila,  99. 
Neophren   percnopterus,  53. 
Nettiiim  castaneum,  230. 
«*5rro,    M.  84. 
nigriceps,  T.   50,  51. 
nigricollis,  E.    169,  225. 
nigrigenis,   A.    47,  341, 
nivalis,   C.  230. 
novm-hollandia',   Ca.  13. 
novai-zealandice,  C.  244. 
nubicus,    M.  145. 
Xurifrdga  mnltipuncia'a,  109. ni/clli eiiierus,  E.   54,  230. 
X  1/1)1  jihicus  cornuivs.   243,   24  4. 

,,  uva-ens's.    160,  242, 243. 

0. 

obscura,  A.  230. 
P.  79. 

occipitalis,  C.   165,  168. 
U.  219. 

ncellnta,   8.    91,  292. 
Oryphaps  lophotes,   230,  274. 
nliracea,  8.  188. 
oiiorrotalus,    P.  53. 
(>/iisl]iocomus  hoazin,  172. 
(irhignyianns,  T.  277. 
Oreolrocliilvs  lencopheurvs,  279. 
Orinlus  frdllii,  .3. 
or?/.r,  P.   341,  342. 
oryzivora,  A — M,  53. 
oryzivora  :var. alba,    A — il/,  10. 
Oryzoborus  forridus,  91,  96,  181. 
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Olididie,  9. 
Olis  tarda,  ilii. 

P. 

Pachynus  brachyurus,  97,  181, 
228. 

I'aohyprora  senegalensis,  50. 
I'alaeornis  torquata,  53. 
pallasi,  T.  127. 
pallida,  B.  49. 
pallidiceps,  P.  6,177. 
palmarum,  T.  91. 
palpebrosa,  Z.  179. 
palustris,    P.  174. 
Panurus  biarmicus,  135. 
papuensis,  C.   6C,  G8. 
Parudisea  apoda,  345. 
Paradoxorntthinm,  133. 
pariaorum,  I.  151. 
Par  oar  ia  cucullata,  134,  231,  263, 

364. 
Parus  atriceps,  131. 

„     major,  133. 
„     montieola,  131. 
„     palustris,  174. 
„      salicarius,  175. 

parva,  S.  151. 
„    r.  80. 

Passer  arcualus,  231,  364. 
„  luteus,  231,  351,  364. 

passerina,  C.  24. 
P.  13,  251,  342. 

patagonus,  0.  6. 
Pauo  cristatus,  54. 
pearlatum,  G.  151. 
pectoralis,  E.  169. 
„  rujescens,  53. 

Pelecanus  onocrotalus,  58. 
pelzelni,  S.  342, 
pensylvanica,  D.  54. 
percnopterus,  N.  53. 
Perdicula,  318. 
Perdicula  argoondah,  315. 

,,          asiatica,  318. 
Peristera,  jamaicensis,  24. 
persa,  T.  254. 
persicus,  C.  172. 

M.  144. 
petrophila,  N.  99. 
PhcBten   rubricauda,  90. 
phceton,  iV.  73. 
Phaps  elegans,  230. 
Phasianus  amherstice  230. 

„        ellioti,  230. 
„        reevesi,  230. 

Phoenicophilinoe,  136. 
Phcenicus,  A.  84. 
Phonipara  canora,  177,  198,  300. 

„        bicolor,  231. 

Phonipara  lepida,  231. 
Phrygilus  fruticeti,  250. 

5a«/i,  249. Phylloscopus    trochilus,  202. 
p«cto,  i;.  64,  83,  177,  197,  231, 

252,  311,  363. 
picte,  /.  215. 
pileata,  Z.  250. 
pileatus,  P.  98. 
Pionopsiltacus  nitratus,  98. 

„  pileatus,  98. 
Pipra  aureola,  ii93. 

„      auricapilla,  293. 
Pipridce,  261. 
piririgvM,  G.  278 
Piito  brachyura,  126. 
Pitylinw,  136. 
plalurus,   P.  96. 
Platycercince,  6. 
Platycercus  adelaidce,  6,  170. 

„  brownii,  6,  63,  125. 
„  eximius,  13,  99. 
„  icterotis,  13,  161, 262. 

„  pallidiceps,  6,  177. 
„  splendidus,  99. 

Plutystira  cyanea,  50. 
plumbea,   E.  169. 
plumifera,  L.,  275. 
Poephila  acuticauda,  73,  314. 

„        mirabilis,  341. Pogonorhynchus    dubius,  331. 
Poiyplectron  chinquis,  230. 
Polylelis  melanura,  100. 
polytmus,   T.  140. 
porphyrocephalus,  G.  85. 
Porphyrocephalus  spurius,  100. 
prasiiia,  E.  83. 
Pratincola,  rubicola,  363,  364. 
pre^m,  C.  168,  169. 

S.  168. 
Prioniturus  platurus,  96. 
Prionotelus  temnurus,   84,  118, 

151. 
Proenias   tersa,    138,  347. 
Proctniatinoe,  136,  138. 
Psalidoprogne    obscura,  79. 
Psephotus  chrysopterygius,  6,  63, 

99,  118. 
„  cucullatus,    99,  118, 125. 

„  multicolor,  13,  86,  99. 
psittacea,   E.    83,  150. 
Psittacula  passerina,   13,  342, 
Psittacus  erithacus,  6. 
Ptsites-erythropterus,  161. 
Ptilopachys  fuscus,  160. 
purpurea,  A.  53. 
pusilla,  G.  86., 
pusillus,   M.  143. 
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i'ijr(i))ii'l(i iKi  ori/j:.  .'ill,  342. 
I' // r  I'll  in  III  (I  r    (lljjniHs.  lliy. 
L'fjrnij.lii/iita  j:niiu/(ii,   '2-1,  29. 

lyy,  140. 

quad  lilxicli //.■i,    A.  215. 
Q/iicf<jii (■() K III  luniio.sa,  181. 
()uisriiiii  .s    era  .'•si  ro.sl  n.s,  187. 

„         yii  iidliiclii,   8  I . 
„         luininosus,  257. 

R. 

rudiolelus,  C.  18(j. 
Rallida:,  17. 
reeoesi,  P.  230. 
lllia  III  pli  or<rl II s  jacapa,  91. 
lilii/iii  mills    /  iiliyinoiiS.  127. 
riciiiialii  K.  t-i 
riparia,  C.    77,  78. 
risorius,  T.  68. 
Rollulus  roulrouL  353. 
ruraimae,  V.   Iii5,  1()7. 
ruulroul,  R.  353. 
rubeculoides,  C.  27. 
rubr/ciip/lla,   S.    93,  94. 
r/f^r/r,/,,;?,,,  P.  90. 
nibiciila,  I'.   363,  364, 
rubripes,  M.  96. 
rubritorques,  T.   63,  66,  302. 
rudis,  C.  214. 
rufescens,  P.  53. 
nificauda,  B.  83. 

U.  249. 
ni/iceps,  E.   169,  285. 
nUicoUis,  G.   23,  29,   141,   35  1. 

T.  23,  29,  141. 
ru/igularis,  I.  196. 
rufinucliaUs,  L.  133. 
rufiventris,  E.  169,  170. 

„T.   50,  51. 
rumicioorus,  T.  277. 
Rupicola    crocea,  151. 
rustica,  H.  78. 
RuliciUa  fuliginosa,  36. 

salicarius,   P.  175. 
Salfatricula  multicolor,  278. 
saturaia,   E.    169,  334. 
Schizorhis    africana,  255. 
.•icliamiclus,  E.  363,  368. 
se/a^er*    E.    169,  224. 
acolopacea,  B.  332. 
Scopius   umbretta,  200. 
Scops  leucoUs,   151,  176. 

„      elangeri,    151,  176. 

Scnplclufi  aterrimus,  159. 
SciJornis   climacurus,  112. 
sc iiiiciieruleus,  H.  216. 
sc III i / u scinlus,  L.  186. 
scinil urqiiatuts,  B.  6. 

T.  69. 

ncnegale'iisiii,  C.  286. 
Ha.  216. 
Hi.  79. 
Pa.  50. 
r.  275. 

.st'K/iis,  P.  90. 
scrrulor,  M.  175. 
Hi  II  lis    sialis,  129. 
siiiarugdincus,  C.  288,  289. 
sordida,  Si  249. 
SpdlhuplerHS  alcxandrm,  160. 
Sprriii  ojiliiUi,   albigtilaris,  253. 

,,  aiudis,  91,  181. 
„  caslaneiventris,  181. 

330. 
,,  grisea,  292. 

gutiuralis,  181,  292. 
,,  lineata,  209. 
„  minuta,  292,  350. 
„  ocellula,  91,  292. 
„  olivacea,  188. 
,,  parva,  151. Spermospiza  guttata,   93,  94. 
,,  haemalina,   93,  94. 
,,  rubricapilla,  93,  94. 

Spindaliti  prelrii,   84,  168. 
„        ̂ entt,  84. spinus,  C.  134,  231,  363. 

spiza,    C.  37. 
splendidus,   P.  99. 
Spora'ginllius   amandava,  298. 

300,   343,  364. 
,,  flaviventris,  298. 

formosa,  298. 
„  subfl-avus,    83,  300. 364. 

spnrius,   P.  100. 
•v/d/a-,   C.    35,    65,    231,  363. 
Siruthio  camelus,  54. 
suhci/lindricvs,  B.   182,  186. 
subfiavus,   S.    83,    300,  364. 
Sycalis  flaveola,   11,  263. 

^M^ea,    2  78. 

„      pelzelni,  342. sylvatica,   G.  107. 
Z7.  86,  115. 

Sylvia  cinerea,  201. 
„      curruca,  14. 
„      undala,  86, 

Sylviparus  modestus,  133. 
Synallaxis    sordida,  249. T. 

Tacliyornis    parva,  80. 
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Tachyphonus  melaleucus,  91. 
luazunowski,  E.  283. 
Tadorna  casarca,  229. 

„        cornula,  229. 
„        variegala,  229. 

Tanagra  episcopim,  91. 
„        palmaruni,  91. 

Tanagrella  ruficullis,   23,   29,  141. 
Tanagrida,   i;i6,  22;i,  359,  360. 
Tanagrince,  136. 
Taui/gnullmn  everctti,  171. 
larunla,    A.  Kil. 
larda,  O.  IGl. 
tentmmcki,  M.  S-i,  95,  118,  219, 355. 
letnnurus,  P.  84,  11><,  151. 
lersa,  L\   138,  347. 
Temipliune  crislaia,    50,  51. 
„  erythroplera,   50,  51. 
„  nigriceps,    50,  51. 
„  rufivenlris,    50,  51. 

Thaumalea  amher slice,  54. 
Tliinocorys    orhignians,  277. 
„  rumicivorus,  277. 

thoracia,    C.  351. 
tickelli,  C.   26,  27. 
Todus   viridis,  141. 
torquatus,  H.  216. 
torrejoni,  C.    165,  166. 
torriduis,  0.   91,  96,  181. 
Trachalopterum  erythrocephalum, 

196. 
„  linealum,  279, 

280,  281. 
„  variegaturti,  279. 

trailii,   0.  3. 
Triclioglossus  johnstonim,  34. 

„  rubritorques,  63, 
66,  302. 

Tricholaema  melanocephalum, 332. 
trichroa,   E.    83,  150. 
Triclaria    cyanogaster,  97. 
trinitatis,  E.    169,   181,  284. 

/nse<  48. 
Trochilus  polylmus,  140. 
Irochilus,  P.  202. 
Trupialis  defilippii,  277. 
Tiiracus  huffoni,  254. 

„       corythaix,  161. 
„       macrorltynchus,  254. 
,,       persa,  254. 

Turdus    inigratorius,  128. 
,,      muslelinus,  128. 

pallasi,  127. 

Turlur  leucopterus,  24,  106. 
„     risorius,  68. 
,,     seiuilorqualus,  69. 
„     scnegalensis,  275. 
„     turtus,  68. 

U. 

umbrella,  8.  200. 
Undata   nyloatica,    86,  115. 
undata,  A.  200. 
undulalus,   M.  73. 
Upuoerthia  dumetoria,  248. 

,,  ruficauda,  249. 
Upupa    epops,  157. 
hpapidw,  157. 
it/-&jca,   C.  77. 
Urocissa  flavirostris,  108. 

,,       occipitalis,  219. 
uropygialis,   M.  249. 
uvceensis,    A'.    160,    242,  243. 

V 

variegala,    T.  229. 
variegalum,    T.  279. 
variegalus,    M.  143. 
vieilloii,  C.    260,    261,    346,  7n- 

se<,  48. L.  332. 
violacea,  E.    91,    169,    170,  223, 

336,  359. 
M.  255. 

violaceicollis,   E.  283. 
virgo,  G.  54. 
viridis,  C.    165,  166. 

M.    144,  145. 
r.  141. 

ui^a^a,   E.    169,  333. 
Volalinia  jacarini,   177,   181,  227, 

231,  244,  363. 

Z 

Xani.hocephala  icier ocephala,  181. 
xanlhogaslra,   E.    169,  284. 
xanihogenys,   M.  133. 
Xanlhura,  95. 

Z 

zena,  S.  84. 
Zenaida  amabilis,  24. 
Zonotrichia  pileata,  250. 
Zoslerops  palpebrosa,  179. 
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A. 
Aiiiadavats,   298,   ;i42,   343,  ::i44. 
Amazon  Parrot,  Blue-fronted  21 

181,  212. 
„  „        Cuban,  206,  328. 
„  „        Double- fronted, 

181,  206. 
„  ,,        Apertyx  Haasts. Inset  35. 

,,  ,,         Y('lb)w-nanpd,  348 
Ant  Eater,  141. 
Avadavats,  Common,  298, 

Green,    4.5,     179,  298. 

B. 
Babblers,  Common,  282. 

Scimitar,  170. 
Yellow -eyed,  280. 

Banana  Birds,  140. 
Barbet,  Blue-clieeked,  40,  190. 

Giant,    47,    345,  353. 
Golden -fronted,  332. 
Green,  104. 
Grooved-billed,  331. 
Levaillant'.s,  40. Vieillofs,  332. 
AVhite-throated,  332. 
Yellow -speckled,  332. 

Bee-eaters,  142. 
Blue -cheeked,   14  4. 
Bullocks,  143. 
Common,  144. 
Dwarf,  143. 
Green -throated,  14  4. 
Red,  145. 
Swallow-tailed,  142. 
White-throated,  145. 

Bell  Birds,  Inset  35. 
Bengalee,  45,  83. 
Bird  of  Pa-  ad  se.  Greater,  345,  353. 
Bird    of    Paradise.  Hunstein's 

Magnificent,  34,  40,  123,  124, 
307,  310. 

Bird  of  Paradise,    Lawe's,  153. 
„  Lesser,  30. 

Bishop,  Napoleon,  12. 
„        Orange,  12. 

Blackbird,  20,  147,  232,  235. 
Albino,  189,  190. 
Grenada,  91. 
Savanna,  187. 
Tri-coloured,  153. 
White,  42. 

Blackcap,  2,  20,  42,  147,  198, 
204,  217,  218. 

Black -throated   Chatterer,  345, 
346,  351. 

Blue  Bird,  02,  129,  190. 
Blue  Chat  (Indian). 
Blue  Roller,  272. 
Blue-thioated   Redbreast,  27. 
Blue-winged  Siva,  37,  40,  353. 
Budgerigars,  13,  14,  48,  92,  103, 

lOti,  121,  152,  179,  182,  328, 
340,  348,  372. 

„     Blue,  345,  346,  347,  350, 
Budgerigars,  Green,   13,  28,  45, 

178,  371. 
Budgerigars,  Y'ellow,  13,  28,  45, 

92,  178,  194,  206,  240,  271. 371. 
Bulbul,  Black,  47. 
„  Blue-M'inged  Green,  4. 
„        Gold -fronted.  Green,  4, 

40,  45,  46,  58,  63,  83, 
131,  331,  352. 

„        Jerdon's  Green,  4,  5,  345, 
352. 

„        Malabar   Green,  58. 
Phillipine,  198. 
Red-eared,    10,  372. 

„        Red -whiskered,  45,  190, 
198,  267,  300. 

White-cheeked,  300. 
Bullfinch,  21,  4.5,  118,  147,  189, 

232,  239. 
Black,  141. 
Cuban  Black,  84. 
Siberian,  76. 

Bunting,  Black -headed,  19,  41. 
Cirl,    19,    41,  368. 

„        Corn,  19. Indigo,  181,  271,  272. 
Inset  36,  40. 

„        Lapland,  41.. 
,,        Lutino-Ycllow,  42. 
„        Meadow,  19,  41. Nonpariel,    272,  330, 

340,  350.    Inset  36,  40. 
Pied  Reed,  42. 
Pileated,  330. 
Rainbow,  330,  345,  350. 
Red-backed,  10,  11,  12, 

19. 

„        Red-headed,  45. Reed,  19,  41,  42,  363, 
368. 

Ruddy,  10,  11,  12,  19. 
Snow,   19,  41. 
Yellow,    41,  201. 

Bustai'ds,  Great,  161. 

C 

Caique,  Black -headed,  38. 
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Caique  Hawk-headed,  21,  38. 
Canaries,   10,   45,   7(5,   103,  106, 

182,    194,   206,   210,  222,  240 
342  372. 

Canaries,  Cape,  181,  342,  343. 
„        Golden-crowned,  188. 

Cardinals,  14. 
„        Black -throated,  11,  21, HIO. 
„         Dominican,  103,  190. 

Green,  21,  74,  103, 
189,  191,  228,   253,  351. 
Grey,  10,  11,  192,  194. 
Red -crested,    10,  11, 

192,  209,  239,  372. 
Virginian,   21,   39,  60, 

120,  189. 
Cassowary,  Two -wattled,  206. 
Cassique,  Yellow-backed,  173. 
Catbird,  62. 
Chaffinch,  232. 
Chat  Blue,  356,  357. 

Stone   363,  364. 
Whin,  355. 

Chifl'-chafls,  147,  232. Chloro  Tanager.     All  Green,  5, 
164,    16.5,    166,     181,  212 
Inset  35. 

Chloro  Tanager.  Blue-canped, 
165,  168. 

„  „  Green-ca))ped. 
165,  168. 

„  „  Green-rumped, 165,  166. 
„  „  Necklace,  164, 181. 

„  „  Roraima  Moun- 
tain, 165,  167. 

„  „  Yellow-billed, 165,  167. 

„  „  Y'ellow-bellied, 165,  166. 

„          „  Yellow- fi'cnted, 
165,  167. 

„  „  Yellow -naped, 
165,  169. 

Chough,  20,  41,  210. 
Alpine,  122,  206. 
Red-billed,  109. 
Yellow-billed,  109. 

Cinclodes,   Brown,  248, 
White -rumped,  248. 
White -winged,  248. 

Cockatoo,  Bare -eyed,  53,  80,  81, 82. 

„  Leadbeater,  103. 
„  Roseate,  305. 
„  Slender-billed,  53. 
„  Sulphur-crested 

(Greater)  53. 

Cock  of  the  Rock,  151,  206. 
Cockateels,   13,   14,  25,  45,  103, 

179,   194,  263. 
Coly,  Black -cheeked,  122. 

Red-cheeked,  122. 
Senegal,  217. 

Colin,  Cuban,  160. 
Combasou,  10. 
ConuiT's,  14. 

Ali  Green,  171. 
Cactus,  192,  194. 

„        Golden-crowned,  63. 
,,        Patagonian,  6. 
„        Patagonian  (Lesser), 171. 

St.    Thomas',  122. 
Sun,    329,    34.5,  348. 
White -eared,  122,  178, 

329. 
„    Yellow,  329. 

Cordon  Bleu,  45,  147,  178,  182, 
206,  301,  340. 

Cormorant,  370. 
Coucal,  Senegal,  286. 

Yellow-billed,  287. 
Cowbird,  54,  5.5,  56,  181.  Inset 

36,  40. 
„       Common,  62. 

Purple,  206. 
„       Ruddv -shouldered,  150. 
„     ■  SilkyI  178,  206,  278. 

Cranes,  Asiatic,  163. 
Australian,   16,3,  211. 

„       Crowned,   163,   190,  191, 192. 
Demoi.selle,  54,  16.3,  181, 

191,  192, 
European,  163,  181,  211. 

„       Hooded,     Inset,  35. 
Manchurian,  163,  200. 

„       Native    Companion,  211. 
Sarus,  163. 
White  A.siatic,  163. 
White-necked,  163,  200. 

Creeper,   Black   and   Yellow,  22, 

'29,  155,  198.  292.  Inset,  44. Creeper,   Tree,    20,    42,  232. 
Crested  Wood -Partridge,  353. 
Cro.ssbiU,  120. 

„        Two-barred,  43. Crow,    Australian   Piping,  191. 
Black-backed,  191. 

„      Common  Indian,  108. 
Jungle,  108. 
White-backed,  191. 

Cuckoo,    147,  235. 
Black,  288. 

,,      Common,  288. Emerald,  288. 
Gilded,  288. 
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Cuckoo,  Golden,  289. 
Great-spotted,  287 
Guira,  278. 
Klaa's  Golden,  288. 
Levaillant's,  288. 
L'n-a*ed,  288.  ,  < 
Pallid,  61. 
Pied -crested,  287. 
Shining,  61,  62. 

Curlew,   Common,  118. 
Cutthroats,  13,  45,  76,  106,  179, 

D. 

Dayal  Bird,  46,  190. 
Doves,  14. 
Dove  Aurita,  69. 

„    Barhary,  68,  69,  70. 
„    Black-winged,  250. 
„    Brush    Bronze-winged,  69. 
„     Cuban,  Blue-crowned,  160. 
„     Deceptive,  69. 
„    Diamond,  150,  251,  21?,, 

312,  340. 
„    Ground,  24. 
„    Ha'f-col'ared  Turtle,  69,  70. „    Mountain    Witch,  107. 
„     Necklace,  69. 
„    Palm,  160. 
„    Partridge,  24,  29,  1107,  160. 
„    Passerine,  24,  29,  106,  150 

181,  ̂ 251 „    Pea,  24,  29,  106. 
„    Pigmy  Ground,  181. 
„    Plumed  Ground,   122,  275, 

276. 
„    Senegal,  275. 
„    Talpocoti,  206. 
„    Tambourine,  160. 
„    Turtle,  68,  69,  70. 
„    Violet,  29,  106. 
„    Violet-necked,  160,  171. 
„    White-headed,  29. 
„    White-quilled,  122. 
„    White -winged,   24,   29,  6t, 

106,  171. 
„    Zebra,  340. 
„    Zenaida,  24,  29,  106. 

Drongo,  Indian,  104. 
Duck,  Bahama,  Teal,  163. 

Chiloe  Widgeon,  163. 
„     Common  Shelducks,  163. 

Crested,  277. 
„     Crested  Pochards,  163. 

Japanese  Teal,  163,  181. 
„     Madagascar  Tree  122. 
„     Mandarin,  163. 
„     Muscovy,  54. 
„     Pin-tail,  163,  370. 

Duck,  Red-headed  Merganser,  175. 
Ecsv-billed,  163. 
Euddv-shelducks,  163. 
Shoveller,  163. 

„     Summer,  163. 
„     Tufted,   122,  163. 

Variegated   Teal,  163. 
White-faced  Whistling,  206. 

„     White-eyed  Fe.ruginous, 163. 

„     Wild,  211. 
E. 

Eai-th-Creener,   Patagonian,  248. 
Eed-tailed,  249. 

Eclectus   Parrot,   Grand,  38. 
„  „      New  Guinea Green,  104. 

Eed-sided,  192 194. 

„  „  Westerman's, 171. 
Egrets,  62,  211,  21.3. 

Reddish,  122,  163. 
Elanger's  Scons  Owl,  151,  176. 
Euphonia,  Black-fronted,  333. 

Black-necked,  225. 
Black -throated,  91, 285. 

Blue-headed,  91. 
Bluish-backed,  284. 

Inset,  48. 
Chestnut- fronted,  225. 
Dwarf,  63,  334,  336. 
Finsch's,  333. 

,,  Fulvous-vented,  335. 
Godman's,  335,  336. Gold-fronted,  226. 

„  O.'ange -capped,  284. 
„  Orange-crowned,  334. 
„  Pigmy,  63. 
„         Purple   and  Yellow, 283. 

„  Purple-throated,  283. Red-capped,  335. 
„  Eufous-capped,  285. 

Sclater's,  224. Thick-billed,  336. 
Violet  63,  64,  91,  12.3, 
181,    182,    198,  212, 
336  359. 
Yellow-bellied,  224. 

„  Yellow-canped,  285. 
Yellow-fronted,  224. 

F. 

Fairy  Blue  Bird,  95,130. 
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Fieldfare,  20. 
Finch  Alario,  218. 

„     Aui'ora,  349. 
Bib,  178. 

„     Bichcno,  :i9,  63. 
,,      Rlack -headed     Lined,  91, 

20(i,  292,  372.     lusct  -10. 
„      Bull,  21,  4.5,  7G,  118.  147. 

189,  232,  239. 
„      ChafT,  232. 
„     Chestnut-breasted,  349. 
„      Crim.son,  45,  63,  73,  329. 
„     Cuba,    85,    92,    150,  177. 

181,   198,  206,  228,  252. 
301. 

Diamond,   38,   39,  76. 
„     Dusky,    198,  231. 

Fire,  218. 
Fire-red,  206,  292,  34.5, 

350.    Inset  40. 

„     Gay's  249. „     Gold,  21,  45,  63,  76.  146. 
218,  232,  235,  370. 

.,     Gouldian,    21,    22,    39,  60. 
63,    64,    76,    92,    122,  151, 
170,    182,    194,    206,  222, 
235  ,270,   271,   30.3,  340. 
341,  350,  370,  371. 
Inset  47. 

„     Green,   148,   149,  235. 
„     Green    Singiofj,     10,  194, 

218,  329,  35i; 
„     Grey,  91,  292.    Inset  40. 
„     Grey  Singing,    10,  218. 
„     Guttural,    181,    292.  Inset 

40. 
„     Haw,  20. 
„     Indian   Olive,  83. 
„     Jacarini,  177,  181,  198,  20( 

227,  231,  24  1,  363..  In- 
set 36,  40. 

Lavender,  222. 
Lavender-backed,    18,  20G 

330. 
Lined,   206,  209. 
Little  Saffron,  206. 

Long-tailed  Grass,  73,  1 ')•_'. 1  78.  179,  228,  341.  372. 
„     Many-coloured  Ground, 278. 

Masked  Grass,  63,  76,  228, 
302. 

Melba,  21.  39,  329,  349. 
Mourning,  250. 
Nutmeg,  38. 
Olive,  85. 
Painted,  39,  83,  150,  170, 

177,     181,     197,  231, 
252.  31  1,  329,  350,  363, 
372. 

Finch,  Parrot,  89,  4S,  liO,  7(i, 
83,  92,  150,  182,  329. 350. 

„     Parson,    45,  63. 
,,      Parva,   151.     Inset,  10. 
„     Pectoral,  170. 

Pelzeln's  Saffron,  206,  .312. 
Red -headed,  39,  222,  236. 

„     Kibbon,   13,   45,   76,  106, 
17«,  179. 

Ruddy,  363. 
Ruficauda,  45,  83,  170. 

178,  312. 
„     Rufous -tailed    Grass,  45, 

83,  ,179,  312. Saffron,    10,    11,    12,  45, 
181,    263,  278. 

Serin,  218. 
„     Slaty-grey,    91,  181. 
„     Spice,  45. 
„      Star,  45. 
„      Steel,  340. 
,,     Thick-billed,  Seed.  Inset, 40. 

Torrid  Seed,   91,  96,  181. 
Inset,  40. 

„     Tri-coloured  Parrot,  39, 
83,  150,  350. 

Tropical   Seed,    96,  181. 
Inset   4  0. 

White -throated,    39,  218, 
253. 

„     Yellow  Seed,  278. 
Yellowish,  206. 

„     Zebra,  10,  11,  13,  45,  103, 
154,     178,      189,  210 
222,   236,  303. 

Flamingoes,  181,  191.  Inset  35. 
Flycatcher  Black,  49. 

Collared,  50. 
„         Fan -tailed,  153. 

Great-billed,  40. 
353. 

„         Horsfield's    Blue  Red- breast, 27. 
,,         Paradise,    46,  50. 

Pied,  49. 

„         Seneg-al,  50. Snott'ed,  49,  59,  141. 
Sulphurv,  190. 
Tickeir.s,   26,   27,  231. 
Tickell's  Blue,  27. 
Tickell's     Blue  Ro>d- breast,  27. 
Verditer,  331.  3! 5. 

Fiancolin   Adamson's,  206. 
G. 

Llallinule  Martinique,  206. 
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Godwit  Bar-tailed,  118. 
Black-tailed,  118. 

Goldfinch,  21,    45,    63,    76,  14.;, 
218,    232,    235,  370. 

„         American,  63. 
Siberian,  372. 

Goose  Barred,  211. 
„     Bei-nicle,  163. Black-backed,  206. 
,,      Canadian,  163. 
„     Coreopsis,  206. 

Egyptian,    54,  211. 
Faikland   Island,  163. 
Maned,  163. 
Rviddy-headed  Bernicle,  16.!. 
Snow",  163. Upland,  229. 
White -faced,  211. 

Goshawks,  206. 
White,  181. 

Grackle  Black -wing-ed,    153,  181. 345,  354. 

Gundlach's,  84. Tinkling,  187. 
Grassfinch  Long-tailed,     73,  ir,2, 

178,  179,  228,  3'1. Masked,  63,  76,  2::S, 
302. 

„  Eufous-tailed,    45,  8 
179,  312. 

Green  Bulbul  Blue-winged,  4. 
Gold -fronted,  4,  -0, 
45,  46,  58,  63,  8.3, 
181,  331,  352. 

„  „      Jerdon's,  4,  5,  3 '  5, 352. 
„  ,,      Malabar,  58. 

Greenshank,  118. 
Green  Tody,  141. 
Grosbeak  Black,  91. 

Black  and  Yellow,  132, 
Blue,  39. 
Brown-winged  Blue,  39. 
Pine,  39,  119,  189,  190. 
Eose-breasted,  130. 
Thick -billed,  181. 

Ground-Finch,  Many-coloured,  278. 

Gull,  Black -backed,' „         ,,         „        (Lesser)  54. 
H. 

Hammerkops,  200. 
Hangnest,  Baltimore.  22. 

Black -headed,  63. 
Black-sided,  151. 
Brazilian,    119,  190. 
Orange,  40. 
White-win2cd,  181. 
Yellow,     62,    140,  171, 
173. 

296. 
140. 

Hawfinch,  20. 
Hawk,  154,  370. 

Vulture,  208. 
Heron,  Blue,  90. 

Purple,  53. 
Whistling,  122. 
White,  90. 
White-fronted,  90. 

Hoatzins,  172. 
Honey-guide,  289,  290. 

Great,  289. 
Spotted,  290. 

Hoopoe,   1  47,   157,  190. 
Eed-billed,  158. 
Wood,  159. 

Humming  Birds,   157,  207, 
,,  .,  Long-tailed, Hunting  Cissa,  181. 

Hnrnbilb,  181,  18.3,  230. 
Brown,  186. 

,,  Concave -casqued,  206. 
Inset,  35. 

Ground,  183. 
Eed-billed,  185. 

,,  Trumpeter,  184. 
Hybrid,  Bengalese  x  Striated 

Pinch,  45,  46. 
Black -headed  x  Common 

Siskin,  134,  231,  363. 
,,       Cape    Canary   x  Canary, 

177,  228. 
,,       Cape  X   Yellow  Sparrow, 

191,  198,  231,  364. 
,,       King   X   Crimson -wing Parrakect,  229. 
„       Necklace  x  Barlmry  Dove, 69. 

Eed -cheeked  x  Syrian 
Bulbul,  '229. 

Red-crested  x  Green  Car- 
dinal   134,    199,  229, 

231,    263,  364. 
Ecd-crested  x  Pone  Car- 

dinal, 199. 
„        Eufous-backed  x  Ba;  !  a" 199. Dove 

Senegal X  Turtle 
Dove, 
269. 

Silvei'bill  X  Olive  Finch, 
228,  231. 

Snow  Geese,  230. 
Turtle  X  Barbary  Dove, 

68;  69,  70. 
Yc'lnw-billed  Ducks,  230. 
Zel)ra  Waxbills  x  Amada- 

vat,  300,  364. 
I. 

Ibis,   Australian  Straw necked. 
163. 
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Ibis,  lUark-licaded,  Iii;!. 
While,  IGii. 

Iiuliaii  151ui'  Clial, 
lluby-tlii'oatc^d  Warl)l(U', ;i;30. 

J. 

Jackdaw,  White,  42. 
Jay,  Black -thioated,  109. 
„       Blue-beaided,  122. 
„      Himahiyaii,  lO'J. 
„      Lanceolatud,  10,  109. 
„      Mexican,  95,  353. 
,,      Peruvian  Green,  181. 

K. 

Kingfisher,  Blue -collared,  216. 
„  Cre.sted,  215. 
„  Giant,  214. 

Pied,  214. 
„  Senegal,  216. 

Striped,  216. 
Tiny,  215. 

Kite,  Gilimango,  248. 
„    Egyptian,  53. 
Knot,  118. 

Lapwing,  232. 
Larks,  Shore,  20,  42. 

Sky,  20,  42. 
Tien-tsin,  206. 

Linnet,  10,  118,  232,  235. 
Lorikeet,  Blue  Mountain,  103, 

120,  121,  152,  237, 
329. 

„  Forsten's,  329. 
„  Green-nai)ed,  125,  1  70. 

Mitchell's,  345,  348. 
„  Mrs.   Johnston's,  34, 

38,  170. 
„  Ornamental,  178. 
„  Pur] lie -capped  (crowned) 

63,  64,  85,  120,  170. 
„  Eed-coUared  (iiaped), 

63,   66,   67,   170,  302, 
348. 

„         Sealy- breasted,  35,  92, 170. 

Swainson's,  38,  237,  329 Varied,  35,  85. 
Lory,  Black,  28. 

,    Black-canped,    34.5,  3-18. 
,,     Black-winged,  66,  124,  172 
„     Ceram,   6,    12.5,    170,  171. 
„    Papouan,  68. 
„    Purple-capped,   0,  171. 
„    Purple -naped,  329. 

L(-rv,  Red,  178. 
„"    lied -fronted,  170,  171. 
,,     Stella's,     35,     38,     65,  ii?. 177,    199,    237,    303,  363. 
„     Violet-necked,  6,  120,  121, 

152,    170,  178. 
„     Yellow-backed,  125,  171, 329. 

Lovebirds,  328. 
Lovebird,  Abyssian,  161. 

Black -cheeked,    13,  14, 
21,  26,  27,  38,  45,  47, 
121,    152,    178,  179, 
235,    237,    328,  341, 349. 

Blue-winged,  13,  28,  237, 
328,  342. 

„        Green,  103. 
„        Grey-headed,  13,  45. Guiana,  328,  347. 
„        Madagascar,    13,  45, 

178,  237,  328,  340. 
Peach-faced,    132,  328, 
345,  347. 

Eed-faced,  328. 
Red-headed,  348. 

M. 

Macaw,  Blue  and  Yellow,  38. 
348. 

Lear's,  95,  98,  122. 
Magpie,  20,   41,   192,  340. 

Blue,  108. 
Red-billed,  Blue,  219. 

Manakin,  345,  354. 
Black  and  White,  261. 
Blue-backed,  293. 
Red-crested,  293. 
Red -headed,  294. 
Yellow-headed,  293. 

Mannikin  Bengalee,  45. 
„        Black -headed,  12,  45, 181. 

„  Bronze-winged 
„        Grey-headed,  45. 
„        Long-tailed,  45. „        Rufous -backed,  336. 

Tri-coloured,  10,  11,  12, 
45. 

„        White-headed,  45. Manucode,  Violet,   345,  353. 
Marsh  Birds,  Red-breasted,  206. 

Yellow -headed,  206. 
Mai-sh  Starling,  Patagonian,  277. 
Martin,  Banded  Sand,  77. 

House,  77,  369,  370,  371. 
Sand,  77, 

Merganser,  Red -headed,  175. 
Mesia,  Silver-eared,  2,  37,  40, 

194 
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Minor  ,Coiniiion,  248. 
Isahelline,  248. 

Mocking  Bird,    106,    190,  210. 
Inset,  40. 

Moorhen,  231,  232. 
Munia  , Black -headed,  45. 

Green,  45,  298. 
„      Grey-headed,  45. 
,,      Long-tailed,  45. 

Eed,  298. 
„      Three-coloured,  45. 

Mynahs,  104. 
„      Hume's,  122. „      Indian,  22. 

Malabar,    104,  199. 
Pied,  40. 
AVhite,  354. 

N. 

Nightingale,   42,  117, 
„  Pekin,  10, 

40,  8.5, 

201,  235. 
11,  12,  2fS, 
1«9,  194, 

300. 
39,  60. „  Virginian, 

Nightjars,  111,  164. 
„        Gambian,  111. 
„        Leona,  111. 
,,        Longtailed  112. 
„  Pennant-winged,  111. 

Nun,  Black -headed,  12. 
Tri -coloured,  10,  11,  12. 

Nutci'acker,  122,  210. 
„        Larger  Spotted,  109. 

Nuthatch,  234. 
„      Indian,  125. 

0. 

Orioles,  60. 
Oriole,   Golden,  4. 
„  Maroon,  3. 

Ostrich,    110,  151. 
„      Sudan,  54. 

Ouzels,  14. 
.,  Grey-headed, 
„  Grey-winged, 

355, 
127, 356. 

150,  198, 
219.,  356,  357. 

„    Tickeirs,   196,  197. 
Owl,   Burrowing,  208. 

.,      Elanger's  Scops,  151,  176. 
„      Magellan's,  248. „      Pearl-spotted,  151. 

Pigmy,  98,  151. 
„      Snowy,  206. 
,,      White-eared,  Scops, 

151, 

199. 
P. 

Parrakeet,  Aymane,  278. 
„        Adelaide,   6,  38, 181, 

170, 

348. 

Parrakci  i,    African  Marabou,  ISl. 
„        Australian  Grass,  103. 

Banded,  181. 

„        Barraaband's  354. 
.,        Baraband's,  354. 
„        Bauer's,  126. ,,        Bengal  Hanging,  347. 
„        Blood-winged,  161. „        Blue -banded  Grass,  126 Blue-bonnet,  21,  48, 

181,  329. 
„  Blue -crowned  Hanging, 

37,  38,  45,  179. 
345,  347. 

.,        Blue-winged  Giass,  345, 348. 

Bourke's,   21,   95,  99. 
Brown's,  6,  38,  63,  125. 

„        Burmese  Rosy,  181. 
„        Ganaiy-winged,  181. 345,  352. 
„        Crimson-winged,  21, 103,  170,  171,  194, 
„        Elegant  Grass,  38. 
.,        Golden  shouldered 

6,  38,  63,  99,  118. Hooded,  99,  118,  125, 
Horned,  92,  244. 
King,  21,  38,  161. 

„        Many-colour,    13,  14, 
21,  45,  99,  154,  171, 
263,  329. 

„        Mealy  Eosella,  6,  45, 
170,   171,   177,  178. 

,,        New  Zealand,  244. 
Passerine,  13,  28,  179, 

237. 

Pennant's,  21,  30,  38j 
45,  48,  95,  104,  154, 
178. 
Pileated,  100,  179. 
Plum -headed,  171. 

,,        Port-Lincoln,  95. 
„        Queen  Alexandra,  160. 

345,  348. 
Red  Pigmy,  181. 
Red-rump,  38,  45,  64, 
10.3,  178,  179,  192. 

Ring-necked,  53,  103, 
170,  177,  329,  339. 
Rock,  99. 
Rock  Pebbler,  21,  100, 

170. 
Rosella,  1.3,  14,  30,  38 
45,  103,  104,  178,  222, 
263,  305. 
Slaty-headed,  104. 

,,        Splendid    Rosella,  99. 
Stanley,  13,  14,  25,  48 
161  ,178,  179,  262. 
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PaiTiikect.  'I'ovi,  IKl. 
Twenty-ciglit,  6. 
Uvcoan  KiO,  2  11,  243, 

244,   :-}3y,  E  15,348 
„        Yellow-collar,  170. 

YoUow-rump,  38,  348. 
Parrot,  Azure -bellied,  97. 

„      Blue-fronted    Amazon,  21, 
181  212 

Cuban  Amazon,  206,  328. 
„      Double -fronted  Amazon, 

181,  206. 
Dusky,    149,  328. 
Everett's,  171. „      Grand  Eclectus,  38. 
Grey,  38,  60,  328. 
Hawk-headed,  24,  38,  328. 

„      Maximillian's,  122. 
,,      Meyer's,  38. „      New  Guinea  Green  Eclectus 

104. 
„      Purple-breasted,  97. 
„      Eacquet-tailed,    96,  151. 
„      Red -capped,  98. 

Red  Pigmy,  181. 
Red-sided  Eclectus,  192, 

194. 
Red-vented,   104,  328. 

„      Senegal.   21,  38,  329. 
Short-failed,  97,  181,  228. 

„      Violet,  149. 
Violet-bellied,  97. 

„      Westerman's  Eclectus,  171. White-headed,  90. 
Partridges,  160. 

,,        Hose's  Bamboo,  160. Peafowl,  Crested,  54. 
Pelican,  Red-backed,  53. 

White,  53. 

Pheasant,  Amherst's,  54,  230. 
Elliot's,  230. 
Golden,  171,  206. 
Peacock,  230. 
Reeve's,  230. 
Rock,  160. 
Silver,  54,  230. 

Pied  Grallina,  153. 
Pigeon,  Australian,  274. 

„        Bald-pate,  24,  106. 
„        Bleeding-licart,  122. 
„        Brush  Bronze-wing,  230. 
„        Crowned,  206,  230. 
„        Domestic,  69. 
„        Imperial   Nicobar,  120. 

Ring-tailed,  24,  29,  106. 
„        Victorian  Crowned,  122. 

White-bellied,  24. 
„        White -crowned,   24,  106, 198. 

Zenaida,  24,  29,  106. 

Pintail,   Nonpareil,    21,    22,  30, 
45,  83. 

Pipit,  Meadow,  20,  198. 
Pitta,  Bengal,  126. 

„      Indian,  40. 
Plaintain-eater,  Ross's.    Inset,  40. Plover,  232. 
Pochard,  Crested,  163. 

Q- 

(^uail,  Argoondah,   58,   315,  317, 
318,    319,  321. 363. 

,,      Black -breasted,  325. 
„      Calif  ornian    Crested,  199, 

313,  314,  320,  353.  In- 
set, 35. 

Chinese  Painted,   40,  160, 
314,  323,  327,  342,  344. 

Common,  45,  314,  326,  327 
Crested,  321,  322. 

„      Harlequin  327. 
Jungle  Bush,  318. 

„      Mexican,  372. 
„      Mountain  Crested,  160. 
„      Pectoral,  314. 

Rain,    45,  325. 
„      Sonin's  Crested,  320. 
„      White-cheeked,  Crested, 

315,  319. 
(Quails,  323. 
(^uit.  Banana,  22,  29,  155,  181. 345,  352. 

„     Black-faced  Grass,  188. 
„    Blue,    24,    29,    140,  141. 155 

„    Grass,  156,  188. 
„    Mountain  Grass,  188. 
„    Orange,  29. 
,,    Yellow-faced  Grass,  188. R. 

Redpoll,  Lesser,  118. 
Redshank,   118,  370. 

„         Spotted,  118. Redstart,  217. 

„         Black,  20,  42. 
„         Plumbeous,  36,  127 
„         Water,  127. 
„         White -capped,    36,  40 Redwings,  43,  142. 

Reed  Bird,  Yellow-headed,  206 
Rheas,    150,    208.     Inset,  35 
Robin,   119,   120,  218,  235. 

„    American,  128. 
„     Blue,  62,  85,   129,  190 
„    Magpie,  46,  190. 
„    Pekin,  10,  11,  12,  28,  40 

85,  189,  194,  300. 
„    Temminck's,  346,  353. 
„    Water,  127. 
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VwWv.v,  Blue,  Tel. 
BlvKvliiHlicd,  113. 
Broail-hillcd,  115. 
Celebes,  115. 

,,      Senegal,  112. 
,,       Wliite-iiaped.  111. 

Rosy  Pastor,  14,  10  1,  11)0,  lyst, 
■211. 

Rul)y-tlii'oatcd  Indian  Warbler, H:il. 

Kuir,  117,  153. 
Rufous-bellied    NiUava,  'J(). 

S. 

Sandi'iling,  118. 
Sandpiper,  Common,  118. 

Curlew,  118. 
,,  Green,  118. 

Purple.  118. 
Wood,  118. 

E-calv-crowned  Weaver  Bird,  3;i0. 
Seed -Eater,  St.  Helena,  218,  342. 
Seed-Pinch,  Thick-billed,  Inset, 40. 

Torrid,  91,  96;  181. 
Inset,  40. 

Tropical.  9G,  181. 
Inset,  40. 

Yellow,  278. 
Seed-Snipe,  Common,  277. 
„  I)'Orl)ingv's,    27  7. Shama,  40,  103,  104,  189,  190. 

217,  300,  330,  353. 
Cheldrake,  211. 
^'.lelduck.  Common,  1G3,  229. 

Ruddy,  l(i3,  229. 
,,        Variegated,  229. 

Shore! arks,  20,  42. 
Slirike,  Great  Grey,  20,  43. 

Greater  Blue,  122. 
Pied -breasted,   20,  43. 

Sibias,  14. 
„    Black-headed,  198. 

Siskins,   198,  372. 
Black-headed,  198,  350. 

.,     Colombian,    62,    91,  198, 
212,  292,  345,  350. 

,,    Golden,  249. 
„     Hooded,  39,  91,  96,  122; 

151,  181,  198,  292,  330 
„    Pine,  62. 

SilverbiU,  African,   10,  11. 
Indian,   10,  11. 

Skylark.s,  10,  11,  20,  42. 
Snipe,  232. 
Solitaire,  Mexican,  104. 
Snarrow,   Abvssian   Golden,  350. 

Cape,   21,   39,  191. 
„        Coftton  Tree,  141,  257. 

Suarrow,    Diamond,    38,    MO,  76. 
240,  340. 
Hedge,  10,  14  7,  150,  232 

.,        Java,  Grey.   10,  12. 
48,    53,    103,    192,  194. 

370,  371. 
Java  (white),  10,  11,  12, 
39,  48.  192,  194. 

„        Mambre,  206. Pied,  232. 
,,        Pileated  Snng,  250. 
,,        Rice,  257. Yellow,  191,  351. 

S!>oonbill,  362. 
Spine-tail,    Sordid,  249. 

„    Tit-like,  249. 
Spotted  Forktail,  219. 
Starling,  Amethyst,  64. 

Black,  257. 
Black    and    White,  190, 

192. 

Blyth's,  122. ,,        Bronze   Glossy,  40. 
,.        Cuban  Red-shouldered,  84 
,,        English,  235. „        Green  Glossy,  122. 

,,        Hume's,  122. ,,        Long-tailed  Glossy,  122. Metallic,  95,  130. 
,,        Patagonian    Marsh,  277. 
,,        Red-shouldered,  62. 
,,        vSilver,  42. 
,,        Tri-coloured,  153. White-eyed,  213. 

Stonechat,  363,  364. 
Stork,  Black,  163. 

,,      Marabou,  176. 
Storks,  211. 
Sugar  Bird,  Black-headed,    5,  37, 

92,  170. 
„      Blue,  5,  62,   85,  92, 

133,   134,   170,  206, 
271.    Inset  48. 

„     Purple,  85,  92,  170, 352.    Inset  48. 

„        „     Red-legged,     5,  85, 
92,    123,    170,  292. 
Inset,  48. 

,        „     Rufous-throated  Blue, 351. 
Yellow-legged,  85,  92 
170,  292. 

,,        „     Yellow -winged,   5,  85 
92,    122,     170,  292, 
331,   345,  352. 

Sun  Bird,  Purple,  352. 
Swallow,  147. 

,,        Common,  78. 
,,        Senegal,  79. Swan,  211. 
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Swan,  Black,   ItJa,  '20(i. 
„  „     -necked,  1()3. 

Swift,  Common,  79,  H71,  372. 
,,      European,  80. 

Palm,  80. 

T. 

Tanager,  All  Grern  Cliloro,  5,  1()4, 
16.5,  1(16,  181,  212.  In- 

set, 3.5. 
Archbishop,    22,   40,  190, 

228. 
„      Bahama,  84. 

Black,  91,  206,  259. 
„  ,,      Iiacked,  351. 

cheeked,  85,  206. 
„  „      fronted,  Euphonla, 

333. 
„  „      headed,  85. 
„         .,      necked,  225. 
„  „      throated,  91,  206, 

259,  351. 
„  „  ,,  Euphonia 

91,  285. 
Blue,  5,  85,  91,  181,  190, 
206,  213,  227,  256,  258. 
259,    Inset,  35,  40. 

Blue  and  Black,  345, 
346,  351. 

Blue  and  Yellow,  278. 
„        „    capped  Chloro,  165, 

168. 
„        ,,    headed  Euphonia, 

91. 
„        „    winged,  228. 
,,      Bluish-ba/cked  Euphonia 

284.    Inset,  48. 
„      Chestnut-fi-(  nted  Kunh- 

onia,  225. 
,,      Crimson-crowned,  85, 

1  90. 
nesmarest's,  259,  34.-, 351.     Inset  48. 
Dwarf,   6.3,   334,  336. 
Festive,  5,  22,  206,  330. 

345,  351,    Inset  35 
Finsch's,  333. 

„      Fulvous-ven'etl  Fu  hon  a 335. 

„      Godman's  Euphonia,  335, 336. 
Gold-fronted,  226. 

„      Golden -shouldered.  Inset, 35. 

,,      Green-ca])pf'd  Chloro,  1(  5, 
168. 

„         „    lumped      ,,     1 65. 
166. 

„      Jamaica,  24,  140. 

Tanager,  Magnie,  40,   161,  190. 
Inset,  35. 

Maroon,  40,  85,  91,  181. 
,,      Necklace    Chloro,  164, 

181,  ."51.    Inset,  35. 
Olive,   181.     Inset,  35. 

.,      Orange -canped  Eujihonia, 284. 
,,  crowned  Euphonia, 

33^1  _ Palm,    5,    91,    171,  206, 
213,    258,    259.  Inset  40. 
Pigmy  Euphonia,  63,  334, 336. 

Pretri's,  84,  85,  181.  In- set, 35. 

,,      Purple  and  Yellow  Eu- 
phonia, 283. throated,  Eujjhonia, 
283. 

Red-cnpped  Euphoniii,  3.35. 
„    throated.  Blue,  23. 

29,  4  0. 
„      Rufous-lhioated,  Blue,  40, 

141,  15.5,  181,  252,  315, 
351.     Inset,  35. 

,,      Kroraima  Mountain  Chloro, 
16.5,  167. 

Scarlet,  63,  85,  181,  190. 
Inset,  35. 

Sclater's   Euphonia,  224. 
,,      Spotted   Emerald.  In.set, 48. 

Striated,  85,  330. 
Superb,  85,  181,  190. 

330.    Inset,  35. 
,,      Thick -billed  Euphonia 336, 

Tri -colour.  22,  40,  85 
181,  190.    Inset,  35. 

Vieillofs,  345,  34C,  351. 
,.       Turquoise,  138. Violet  Euphon  a.  63,  64, 

91,  122,  181,  182, 
198,  212,  336.  Inset 
35. 

Yellow-bellied,  260,  351. 
Inset  48. 

„    Chloro,  165. 16(i. 

„  „  „  Euphonia. 224. 
-billed,  Chloro  165, 

167. 

„  ,,  -capped  Euph- onia, 285. 

„  ,,  -fronted  Euoh- 16.5,  167. 
„  „  -fronted,  Chloro, 

onia,  224. 
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Taiiager,  Yellow-naped  Chloi-o,  1(15 169. 
Thrush,  The,  1  4  7,  232. 

22. 
,,        Black-lhroalrd  L^ui.ijhiiig, 

Bluf  Cul>an  Mncking, 
129. 

„     TJi.ck,   190,  192. 
.,    AVliistlinff.  95. 

Cnl)an,  96. 
,,        Fish-eye,  142. 
.,        Glass-eve,  142. 

Hermit,'  127. „        Himalayan  Whistling,  219 
355. 

,,  Streak  ed- 
Laiighing,  279 

,,        Hopping   Dick,  141. 
Missel.  20,  43. 
Orana-e -headed,   129,  190. 
Red -breasted,  127. 

,,  „  -headed  Lau2:hing,  196 
,,  „  -legged   Cuban,  190. 
„        Rufous-chinned,  196. 
„        Shine-eye,  142. 

Song,    20,  235. 
,,        White-creast-'d  Laughing, 

179,    1  92,  195. 
,,        Wliitf'-lliroated  Laughing 

179,    181,  282. 
Wood,  128. 

Teal,  Bahama,  163. 
,.     Chestnut-breasted.  230. 
,,    Japanese.    163,  181. 
,.    Variegated,  163,  239. 

Tick  Bird,  187. 
Tinamnu.  Dwarf  Martinetta,  206. 

Rufescent,  206. 
,,  Rufous,        ,  Inset  35. 

Tit,  Bearded.  20,  42,  135. 
„     Blue,  17.5,  202.  235,  268. 
„     Cole.    13.5,  175. 
„     Crested  Black,  131,  132,  133. 
„    Great.  141. 
,.     Green -backed,  131. 
,,     Tiidi.-iii   Orcv,  131. 
„     I/.iiu-lail('d!    132,    202,  232. 

235,  360. 
„    Marsh,  174. 
„     Red-headed,  132. 
,,     Simla  Black.  133. 
,,     Willow,  175. 
,     Ye'low-cheeked,  133. Toucan,  331. 

T^oucanette.   Siwt-billed,  353 
Tree-pie,  Indian,  109. 

„        Wanderins:,  122. 
Trogan,   Cuban,    84.    118,  151. 

Mexican,   3  15.  353. 
Tropic  Bird,  90. 

Names  of  Birds. 

Troupial,  Gundlach's,  84. Military,  181. 
„        Bataaonian,  277. Yellow-lvellied,  122. 

Trumpeter,  White-winged,  162. 
Turaco,  BufTon's,  254. Giant,  255. 

Great,  254. 

,,      Ross's,         ,    Inset  40. Senegal,  254. 
,,      Variegated.  255.  Inset  40. Violet,  255. 

White-crested,  249. 
Tyrant,  Sulphury,  122. 

White -crested,  149. 

„    -tailed,  249. 
V. 

Vulture,  Black,  139. 
,,        Egyptian,  53. Griffin,  53.    Inset,  35. 
,,        Turkey,  105,  139. 

W. 

Wagtail,  Grey,  20. 
Yellow,  20,  142. 

Warbler,  Blackcap,  198,  246. 
Blue-throated,    20,  181, 

218. 

,,       Chestnut-sided,  54. Dartford,    86,  115. 
,,       Grasshopper,  42. 
,,       Orange  and  Black,  140. 

,,       Ruby-throated  (Indian") 
330. 

Willow,   2,  20. 
Yellow,  29. 

Waxbills,   African,  206. 
Black- faced,    39,  372. 
Blue-b.easted,  76,  218, 329. 

,,  Common,    10,  11. 
Dufresne's.  302. 

„  Golden-breasted,  25, 
38,   83.   179,  237. 349. 

Green,  45,  298. 
Grey,  10,  11,  180. 

,,  Jamieson's,  349. Melba,  329. 
,,  O.'ange-brcastcd.  25. 

38,  83,  1  79,  180,  218. 
Red,  298. 
Red-beliied,  343. 
St.  Helena,  38,  92,  342, 3  13. 

Svdney.  329. 
Violet-cared.    39,  329. 
Zebra,  25,  38,  83,  179, 
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Waxwings,  20,  43. 
Weaver,  Bava,  45. 

Black,  350. 
„        Blue-beaked,  94. 

Grenadier,    341,  342. 
„        Half-masked,  305. 

Madagascar,  10,  12,  106, 
305,  349,  350. 

Napoleon,  12,  305,  340. 
342,  344. 

Orange,   349,  350. 
„        Ked-billed,  106,  305. 
,,  ,,      headed,  342. 

Eed-rumped,  345,  349. 
Yellow,  192. 

Wheatear,  20. 
Wh;mbi-el,  118. 
Whinchat,  355. 
White-eye,  Brown -tailed,  85. 
„  Indian,  179. 

White-throat,  The,   42,  88. 
Greater,  201. 
Lesser,  2,  14,  147. 

Whydah,  Giant,  72. 
Paradise,   10,   12,  39. 

45,  46. 
Pin-tailed,  72. 
Eed-collared,  72. 

Widgeon,  230. 
Chiloe,  163. 

Woodpecker,  186. 
„         Californian,  56. 
„  Cuban,   151,  345, 

347,  353. 
„         Lesser  Spotted,  42 186, 

Eadiolated,  186. 
„         Eed -headed,  56. 

Wren,  147. 
Common,  42,  360. 

„     Fire-crested,  20. 
„     Furze,  89. 
„    Gold-crestfid,  20,  147. 
„    Willow,  2,  20,  202,  204, 

232,    234,    235,  269. 
Wryneck,  20,  26. 

Z.  i 

Zosterop,  60. 
„        Indian,  179. 
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Finn,  Frank,  B.A.,  F.Z.S.,  M.B.O.U.,  35,  St.  George's  Road,  Regent's  Park, London  N.W.    (Sept.,  1903). 
Fisher,  W.  H.,  The  Bush  Hotel,  Famham,  Surrey.    (May,  1908). 
Flannery,  M.  J.,  Ban-ack  Street,  Nenagh,  co.  Tipperary,  Ireland.    (Jan.,  1909). 
Flower,  Capt.  S.  S.,  F.Z.S.,  M.B.O.U.,  Keedah  House,  Zoological  Gardens, 

Giza,  Egypt.    (March,  1909). 
Foster,  Miss  E.  M.,  35,  High  Street,  Huntingdon.    (Jan.,  1909). 
Foster,  William  Hill,  164,  Portland  Street,  Southport.    (Nov.,  1901). 
Frostick,  J.,  137,  Endleshara  Road,  Balham,  S.W.    (Dec,  1909). 

Galloway,  Mrs.  E.,  50,  Clarendon  Road,  Bedford.  (Jan.,  1908). 
Galloway,  Miss  N.,  50,  Clarendon  Eoad,  Bedford.    (Sept.,  1908). 
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Galloway,  P.  F.  M.,  Durban,  St.  Peter's  Avenue,  Cavershani,  Reading.  (Nov., 1907)  . 
Gerrard,  John,  M.B.O.U.,  Worsley,  Mancliester.    (June,  1905). 
Gibbons.  Miss  M.,  Boddington  Manor,  Cheltenham.    (Dec,  1904). 

GooDCHiLD,  H.,  M.B.O.U.,  66,  Gloucester  Road,  Regent's  Park,  N.W.  (July, 1903). 
GooDFELLLow,  W.,  Moiitro.se,  Mount  Fleuri,  Southbourne  Grove,  Bournemouth. 

(Oct.,  1908.) 
GoRRiNGE,  The  Rev.  Reginald,  E.  P.,  Maxey  Vicarage,  Market  Deeping, 

Northants.    (Dec.,  1902). 

G0UBI.AY,  H.,  Kempshott  Park,  Basingstoke.    (Nov.,  1907). 
Gray,  H.,  M.R.C.V.S.  (Hon.  Veterinary  Surgeon),  23,  Upper  Phillimore  Place,  W. 

(May.  1906). 
Geove,  H.  M.,  The  National  and  Provincial  Bank,  High  Street,  Newport,  Mon. 

(May,  109). 

Hadley,  T.  E.,  29,  30,  and  31,  Princess  Street,  Burton  on-Trent.     (Mar.,  1908). 
Harper,  E.  W.,  F.Z.S.,  M.B.O.U.,  6,  Ashburnham  Road,  Bedford.    (Oct.,  1907). 
Harrison,  J.  H.,  EUerslie,  East  Beach,  Lytham,  Lanes.    (Dec.,  1901). 

Hartley,  Mi-s.  E.  A.,  St.  Helen's  Lodge,  Hastings.    (Sept.,  1907). 
Harvey,  Lady,  Langley  Park,  Slough.    (June,  1908). 
Hatcher,  J.  F.,  168,  Upper  Thomes  Street,  E.G.    (June,  1903). 
Hawkins,  L.  W.,  Estrilda,  New  Clive  Road,  West  Didwich.    (Orig.  Mem.). 
Henderson,  Mrs.  W.  F.,  Moorfield,  Upper  Clareraont,  Newcastle-on-Tyne.  (Nov. 

1908)  . 
Henstock,  J.  H.,  Market  Place,  Ashbourne,  Derby.    (March,  1907). 
Hetley,  Dr.  Henry,  Beaufort  House,  114,  Church  Road,  Norwood,  S.E.  (Jan., 

1908). 
Hewitt,  F.  W.  G.,  The  Old  Hall,  Weelsby,  near  Grimsby,  Lines.    (April,  1909). 
HioGiNBOTHAM,  Mrs.  J.,  Hyde  House,  Crescent  Rise,  Luton,  Beds.    (July,  1909). 

HiNcics,  Miss  E.  M.,  Baron's  Down,  Dulverton,    (Dec,  1904). 
HODGKIN,  Mrs.  B.  W.,  6,  Priory  Terrace,  Kew,  London.    (Feb.  1908). 
HoLLiNS,  Miss,  Greyfriars,  Preston,  Lancashire.    (Feb.,  1906). 
Hollins,  B.,  9,  George  Street,  Hull.    (May,  1903). 
HopKiNSON,  Emilus,  D.S.O.,  M.A.,  M.B.,  O-voii.,  Bathurst,  Gambia,  West  Africa. 

(Oct.,  1901). 
HoBSBRUGH,  Major  B.  R.,  Morriston  Biller,  Newbridge,  co.  Kildare.    (Oct.,  1909.) 
HoRTON,  L.  W.,  Hill  House,  Compton,  Wolverhampton.    (Sept.,  1902). 

HouLTON,  Charles,  Laburnum  House,  Denton's  Green,  St.  Helen's,  Lanes. 
(Nov.,  1901). 

Howe,  Frank,  65,  Thomas  Street,  Wellingborough,  Northamptonshire.  (Feb-, 
1902). 

Hoyte,  P,  S.,  Plymouth  and  Stonehouse  Gas  Light  and  Coke  Co.,  Engineer's Office,  Coxside,  Plymouth.     (May,  1908). 
Hubbard,  Mrs.  D.  L.  Casa  Sta.  Monica,  Bordighera,  Italy.    (Jan.,  1905). 
Hume,  James,  Hepscott,  Morpeth.    (June,  1903). 
Humphrys,  Russell,  Southborough,  Bickley.    (July,  1902). 
Huxley,  A.  J.,  57,  Bradford  Street,  Walsall,    (May,  1908). 
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Jamrach,  a.  E.,  180,  St.  George's  Street,  London,  E. 
Jardine,  Miss  E.  L.,  Lady  Suporintondc  it,  Fraod  Slaves'  Homo.i,  Znngareo, Northern  Nigeria.    (Dec,  1902). 
Jeffrey,  H.  G.,  75,  Ryle  Street,  Newport,  I.O.W.    (Dec,  1903). 
Jeffs.  W.,  Pensarn  Villas,  Victoria  Rea  l,  Darlaston.    (Oct.,  1904). 
Johnson,  H.  V.,  18,  Chambres  Road,  Soiithport.    (Nov.  ,190S). 

Kennedy,  Lt.  G.,  c/o  Mrs.  Kennedy,  7,  Albion  Road,  Sutton,  Hnrrey.  (May, 
1908)  . 

Kenworthy,  J.  M.,  Meadowcroft,  Windemerc.    (June,  1909). 
King,  Frank,  High  Holme  Nurseries,  Louth,  Lines.    March,  190^). 

Lamb,  E.  J.,  Alverstone,  Thetford  Road,  New  Maldon,  Surrey.  (May,  1900). 
Larnee,  H.  B.,  Holt,  Norfolk.    (August,  1909). 
Lawes-Wittenroxtge,  Bart.,  Sir  Chas.,  Studio,    Chelsea  Gardens,  Loudon, 

S.W.    (Sept.,  1909.) 
Lewis,  J.,  Corstorphine,  Ryde,  Isle  of  Wight.    (June,  1908). 
Little,  Miss  C.  Rosa,  Baronshalt,  The  Barons,  East  Twickenham.  (Nov., 

1902). 
LoNGDON,  Mrs.  C.  A.,  Arreton,  Epsom  Road,  Guildford.    (Feb.,  1909). 
Lythgoe,  G.  W.  F.,  76,  Shrewsbury  Road,  Old  Trafford,  Manchester.  (Nov., 

1906). 

Malden,  Countess  Eveline,  Wragmore,  Southbury,  Leighton  Buzzard.  (Aug., 
1909)  . 

Marrinee,  J.  Summer,  4,  The  Drive,  Ben  Rhydding.    (Oct.  1909). 
McDonagh,  J.  E.  R.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  F.Z.S.,  F.L.S.,  19,  Harley  Street, 

London,  W.    (Jan.,  1903). 
McLaren,  The  Hon.  Mrs.  Morrison,  Kepwick  Park,  Northallerton,  Yorks. 

(Nov.,  1906). 
McWilliam,  Miss,  61,  Elm  Park  Mansions,  London,  S.W.    (Nov.,  1907). 
Marmont,  W.  B.,  The  Firs,  Amberley,  near  Stroud.    (Oct.,  1908). 
Master,  G.,  M.B.,  B.C.,  86,  GuildhaU  Street,  Bury  St.  Edmunds.    (Nov.,  190.3). 
Meadows,  J.  C.  W.,  17,  Cardiff  Road,  Luton,  Beds. 
Mathias,  H.  W.,  Lucerne,  Stubbington,  Farcham,  Hants.    (Oot.,  1908). 
Maxwell,  C.  T.,  Southlawn,  Acre  Lane,  Brixton,  London,  S.W.    (Dec,  1901). 
Mellor,  Mrs.,  Fair  Lawn,  Lytham,  Lanes.    (July,  1904). 
Miller,  Mrs.  K.  Leslie,  27,  Belgrave  Road,  S.W.    (Jan.,  1904). 
Miller  Tinniswood,  F.Z.S.,  27,  Belgrave  Road,  London,  S.W.    (Sept.,  1907). 
MiLLSUM,  0.,  Regent  Street,  Swindon,  Wilts.    (July,  1907). 
Mitchell,  H.,  Holmfield,  Lyndhurst,  Hants.    (Sept.,  1903). 
Montague,  G.  R.,  63,  Crosted  Road,  West  Dulwich.    (Feb.,  1909). 
Morgan,  Miss  H.  L.,  108,  Craiglea  Drive,  Edinburgh,  N.B.    (March,  1907). 
Mortimer,  Mrs.,  Wigmore,  Holmwood,  Surrey.    (Orig.  Mem.). 
Mortimer,  Miss,  Wigmore,  Holmwood,  Surrey.    (Nov.,  1908). 
Murray,  A.  L.  Keith,  1,  Chudleigh  Villas,  Bideford,  N.  Devon.    (April,  1908). 

Newbould,  T.,  Avoca,  Linthorpe,  Middlesborough.    (Dec,  1902). 
Newman,  T.  H.,  F.Z.S.,  M.B.O.U.,  Newlands,  Harrowdene  Road,  Wembley, 

Middlesex.    (July,  1903). 
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Oakey,  W.,  34,  High  Street,  Leicester.    (Orig.  Mem.). 
Oberholser,  Harry  C,  1445,  Girard  Street,  Washington,  D.C.,  U.S.A.  (Dec, 

1903). 

O'Reilly,  Nicholas,  S.,  80,  Marine  Parade,  Brighton.    (Orig.  Mem.). 

Page,  W.  T.,  F.Z.S.     (Hon.  Editor),  0,  Rylett  Crescent,  Shepherd's  Bush,  W. 
(May,  1905). 

Partridge,  Mrs.  Loxia,  RichmondjRoad,  Worthing.  (Dec.,^]1905). 
Pauvvel,  Robert  E.,  Everberg  par,  Cortenberg,  Belgium.    (Sept.,  1909). 

Paterson,  Rev.  J.  Mapletoft,  St.  John's  Vicarage,  HoUiugton,  St.  Leonard' s- on-Sea.    (Nov.,  1908). 
Payne  H.,  The  Litte  Zoo,  Lyncombe  Hill,  Bath.    (May,  1907). 
Pennant,  Lady  Edith  Douglas,  Soham  House,  Newmarket.    (July,  1908). 
Perkins,  E.,  Chester  Hill,  Woodchester,  Gloucestershire.    (Feb.,  1903). 
Perreau,  Capt.  G.  F.,  F.Z.S.,  2-4  Gurklia  Rihes,    Bakloh,   Punjaub,  India. 

(Dec,  1903). 
Perreau,  Mrs.  R.  A.  D.,  11,  Douglas  Crescent,  Edinburgh,  N.B.    (Sept.,  1908). 
Perring,  C.  S.  R.,  MeUe  House,  Maldegrave  Road,  Teddington.    (Oct.,  1902). 
PiCKARD,  H.  K.,  10,  SandweU  Crescent,  W.  Hampstead,  N.W.    (Oct.,  1901). 
Pickles,  W.  H.,  Stoneyhurst,  Morecombe,  Lanes.    (May,  1904). 
PiLKiNGTON,  Lady  Kathleen,  Chevet  Park,  Wakefield.    (Sept.,  1908). 
Pond,  Mrs.  T.  A.,  174,  Upper  Parhament  Street,  Liverpool.    (Nov.,  1902). 
Porteous,  James  T.,  10,  Alexandi-a  Ten-ace,  Hexham.    (Sept.,  1903). 
Pyre,  W.,  100,  Church  Street,  Preston,  Lanes.    (Oct.,  1907). 

QuAiT,  Mrs.  Wortley,  St.  Brannock's,  Mundesley,  Norfolk.    (April,  1908). 

Rattkjan,  G.  E.,  Lanarkslea,  Cornwall  Gardens.^London,  S.W.    (March,  1909). 
Raven,  J.  H.,  239,  Derby  Road,  Nottingham.    (Oct.,  1909). 
Raynor,  Rev.  G.  H.,  Hazeleigh  Rectory,  Maldon,  Essex.    (Dec,  1909). 
Reeve,  Capt.,  J.  S.,  Leadenham  House,  Lincoln.    (March,  1908). 
Restall,  J.  A.,  82,  Cambridge  Street,  Birmingham.    (Nov.,  1903). 
Rhodes,  F.  W.,  M.S.A.,  Roseleigh,  Armley,  Leeds.    (Oct.,  1908). 

Rice,  Capt.  G.,  Clayquhat,  Blau-gowrie,  N.B.    (July,  1902). 
Riley,  S.,  6,  Talbot  Road,  Old  Trafford,  Manchester.    (March,  1909). 
RoBBiNS,  H.,  25,  Campden  Hill  Square,  London,  W.    (Oct.,  1908). 
RoBSON,  J.,  28,  Camden  Grove,  Peokham,  S.E.    (Dec,  1909). 
Rogers,  W.  T.,  Weald  View,  Ongar  Road,  Brentwood,  Essex.    (Oct.,  1907). 
Rogerson,  Mrs.,  Feurville,  Cheltenham.    (Feb.,  1903). 
RoTCH.  C.  D.,  Sunnychli,  Cholmondley  Road,  West  Kirby,  Cheshire.  (Orig. 

Mem.). 
Roth,  Fred  G.  R.,  27,  Morse  Place,  Englewood,  N.J.,  U.S.A.    (Nov.,  1908). 
Row,  C.  H.,  Chapel  House,  Long  MeLford,  Suffolk.    (Dec,  1905.) 

St.  a.  Wait,  Miss  Louisa,  12,  Rosary  Gardens,  London,  S.W.    (Dec,  1907). 
Savage,  A.,  16,  Rue  Gilbert,  16,  Rouen,  France.    (Dec,  1905). 
ScHERREN,  H.,  F.Z.S.,  9,  Cavendish  Road,  Harringay,  London,  N.    (July,  1908). 
Scott,  J.  Easton,  M.B.,  Birdhurst,  Woodcot©  Road,  Wallington,  Surrey.  (Mar., 

1908). 
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SicH,  H.  L.,  c/o  Dr.  L.  Lovett-Keays,  Endsleigh,  East  Hoathley,  Sussex,  and 
Coraey  House,  Cluswick,  W.    (June,  19U8). 

SiDEBOTTOM,  Mrs.  E.  Harbop,  Etiierow  House,   HoJIiiiT  woiili,  ClieshiTe.  (Feb., 
1908). 

SiLVEK,  Ai'-,EN,  11,  Fou'ser  Road,  Upper  Tooting,  S.W.    (Orig.  Mem.). 
Simpson,  K.  E.,  9,  Chiist  Church  Avenue,  Armley,  1  seds.    (Dec,  1907). 
Slaoden,  J.  H.,  140,  Demuiirk  Road,  Lowestoft.    (Oct.,  1908). 

Smith- Kyland,  Mi-s.,  Bar'ord  U-Jl,  Warwick.    (Apr'\,  1909). 
Smith,  W.  S.,  ̂ 4,  Jubjiee  Street,  Luton,  Beds.    (Dec-  1908). 
Smith,  J.,  Woodlands,  Kenda'.. 
Snbix,  S.  H.,  JVi.D.,  261,  Trinity  Road,  Wandswoith,  S.W.    (March,  1904). 
SoMBRS,  Frauk,  M.R.C.V.S.,  66,  Francis  Street,  Leeds.    (Jan.,  1907). 
Sprajjkling,  E.,  Brookland  (Jottage,  South  Road,  Taunton.    (Feb.,  1908). 
Stocker,  J.  M.,  Tlie  Villas,  Stoke-ou-Trant.    (Nov.,  1908). 
Street,  E.,  75,  and  76,  Hormglow  Street,  Burton-on- Trent.    (May,  1909). 
Sturroch,  d.  R.,  M.D.,  "  Northcote,"  Edinburgh  Road,  Perth,  N.B.  (Oct., 1908)  . 
Suffolk  and  Berkshire,  Countess  of,  Charlton  Park,  Mahuesbury.  (Feb., 

1909)  . 

SuGGiTT,  R.,  Suggit's  Lane,  Cleethorpes.    (Dec,  1903). 
SutclifjE,  Albert,  Field  House,  Grimsby.    (May,  1907). 

SwAYSLANU,  W.,  47,  tiueen's^Road,  Brighton.    (Orig.  Mem.). 

Temple,  W.  R.,  Ormonde,  Datchet,  Bucks.    (Dec,  1908). 
Teschemaker,  W.  E.,  B.A.,  Ringmore,  Teignmouth,  Devon.    (March,  1907). 

Thomson,  John,  Officers'  Quarters,  Powder  Mill  Lane,  Waltham  Abbey,  Essex. (Feb.,  1908). 
ToMAssi  Baluelli,  La  Countessa  G.,  4,  Via  Silvio  Pelico,  Florence,  Italy.  (Dec, 

1901). 
TowNsEND,  S.  M.  (Ho7i.  Exhibitionai  Secretary),  3,_Swift  Street,  Fulham,  S.W. 

(Orig.  Member.). 
ToYE,  Mrs.  M.,  Stanhope,  Bideford,  N.  Devon.    (Nov.,  1901). 
Traveks,  Miss  Annette,  Kiagcraigee,  CourtmacsheiTy,  co.  Cork,    (Dec,  1903). 
Treloar,  Sir  Wm.,  Bart.,  Grange  Mount,  Norwood,  Surrey.    (June,  1909). 
Tkower,  T.  R.,  442,  Caledonian  Road,  London,  N.    (Feb.,  1908), 
Turner,  Thos.,  Cultomptou,  Devon.    (May,  1908). 

Verb,  The  Very  Rev.  Canon,  21a,  Soho  Square,  London,  W.  (Nov.,  1903), 
Vernon,  Mrs.  Warren,  Toddington  Manor,  Dunstable,  Beds.  (Oct.,  1905). 
VoLLMAR,  Paul,  68,  Fenchurch  Street,  London,  E.C,    (Feb.,  1909). 

Waddell,  Miss  E.  G.  R.  Peddie,  4,  Great  Stuart  Street,  Edinburgh.  (Feb., 
1909). 

Walker,  A.,  ALA.,  B.Sc,  M.D.,  The  Chestnuts,  Weatboume  Road,  Sheffield. 
(Dec,  1907). 

Walsh,  J.,  159,  Dukes  Brow,  Blackburn.    (Dec,  1908). 
Ward,  Hon.  Mrs.  Somerset,  Carrowdon  Castle,  Douaghadee,  co.  Down,  (Oct.. 

1905). 
Wardale,  H.,  Willington  House,  Willington  Quay,  Northumberland.  (May, 

1903). 
Watts,  Rudolph,  Wilmar-  Wiggenhall  Road,  Watford.    (Nov.,  1906). 
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Webb,  Miss  Katherine,  35,  Barton  Road,  Cambridge.    (July,  1909). 
Westacott,  H.,  Wellington  Hotel,  Minehead.    (Sept.,  1907). 
Weston,  G.  E.,  G6,  Woodsome  Road,  Highgate,  London,  N.W.    (July,  1908). 
Williams,  P.   Victor,  Hinstock  Hall,  Market  Drayton,  Shropshire.  (Dec, 

1908)  . 
WiLLFORD,   Henry,   {Hon.  Treasurer  and  Business  Secretary),  Uplands  View, 

Haven  Street,  Isle  of  Wight.    (July,  1908). 
WiLLFORD,  Neville,  Haven  Street,  Isle  of  Wight.    {  ). 
WiLLFORD,  Miss   Vera,  6,  Wellington  Square,  Chelsea,  London,  S.W.  (Dec., 

1909)  . 
Wilson,  Miss  F.  M.,  34,  Charrington  Street,  London,  N.W.    (March,  1906). 
Wilson,  T.  N.,  M.A.,  Oak  Lodge,  Bitterne,  near  Southampton.    (Jan.,  1902). 
Winchelsea  and  Nottingham,  The  Countess  of,  Harlech,  Merioneth.  (June, 

1903). 
Winble,  Chas.,  Thirlmere,  South  End  Road,  Beckenham.    (Dec,  1909). 
Woodall,  R.  M.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  Hetton-le-Hole,  co.  Durham.  (Feb., 

1909). 
WoRMALD,  Hugh,  Heathfield,  East  Dereham,  Norfolk.    (Jan.,  1908). 
Wright,  G.  B.,  c  /o  G.  Heaton,  Church  Hill,  Handsworth,  Birmingham.  (June, 

1908). 

Wrottesley,  The  Hon.  Walter  B.,  F.Z.S.,  Seisdon,  Apsley  End.  Kernel  Hemp- 
stead.    (Dec,  1902). 

Yealland,  James,  Haven  Street,  Isle  of  Wight.    (Sept.,  1909). 

The  Hon.  Business  Secretary  requests  that  he  may  be  promptly 
advised  of  any  errors  or  omissions  in  the  above  list. 
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'  January,  1910. 

Roll  of  Associates. 

AcuTT,  J.,  Goodrest,  Manor  Road,  New  Melton,  Hants.    (July,  1907). 

Beickwood,  Miss  Edith,  3,  Ladies  Lodge,  Dunstable,  Beds.    (May,  1907). 

Geeeven,  Miss  M.,  29,  Queensborough  Terrace,  Hyde  Park,  W.    (Oct.,  1907). 

Halliday,  Charles,  Bridge  Street,  Banbridge,  co.  Down.    (June,  1903). 
Hawke,  The  Hon.  M.  C,  WighiU  Park,  Tancaster.    (Nov.,  1902). 
Hentsch,  W.  J..  Douglas  Villa,  Acacia  Grove,  New  Maiden,  Surrey.  (Jan. 

1904). 

Hyde  and  Co.,  Ltd.,  R.,  Harold  Street,  Camberwell,  S.E.    (May,  1902). 

Lock,  Miss  M.,  84a,  Salisbury  Road,  Brondesbury,  London,  N.W.    (Feb.,  1906). 

Mabtin,  Mrs.  Horace,  13,  Hillside,  Wimbledon,  Surrey.    (May,  1904). 

The  Hon  Business  Secretary  requests  that  he  may  be  promptly 
advised  of  any  errors  or  omissions  in  th?  above  list- 
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RULES. 

1.  The  objects  of  "  The  i^'oKE^^iN  Bikd-Cluh"  shall  be  the  mutual eiicounigeuieiit  aud  assistance  of  the  members  and  associates  in  the  keeping, 
breednig,  and  exhibiting  of  Foreign  liirds,  and  the  improvement  of  Shows 
in  regard  to  them. 

•2.  The  club  shall  be  composed  of  members  and  associates.  Every 
member  shall  pay  an  entrance  fee  of  2/6  and  an  annual  subscription  of  10-. 
ij^very  associate  sliall  pay  an  euLiance  lee  of  2/6  and  an  annual  subscription 
of  £)/-.  Associates  shall  have  such  ot  the  privileges  ot  members  as  the  Council 
shall  J^rom  lime  to  time  direct,  ouusciiptions  shall  be  due  and  payable  in 
advance  on  tlie  1st  of  January  in  each  year,  it  any  member's  or  associate's 
suliscriptions  shall  be  mope  llian  tluee  months  overdue  he  shall  be  suspended 
from  all  the  beuehts  of  the  Club,  and  if  more  than  nine  months  overdue, 
notice  of  his  having  ceased  to  be  a  member  or  associate  of  the  Club,  and  of 
the  cause,  may  be  published  in  the  iSotices  to  Members  ;  and  on  such  notice 
being  puolisiied  no  shalli cease  to  be  a  member  or  associate  accordingly,  but 
his  liability  for  overdue  subscriptions  shall  continue. 

3.  New  members  shall  be  proposed  in  writing  by  a  member  of  the 
Club  aud  new  associates  by  either  a  member  or  an  associate  ;  and  the  name 
and  addi-ess  of  every  person  thus  pioposed,  with  the  name  of  the  person 

proposing  him,  shall  be  published  in  the  iN'otices  to  Members.  Unless  the candidate  shall,  within  fourteen  days  after  the  publication  of  his  name,  be 
objected  to  by  at  least  two  members,  he  shall  be  duly  elected,  if  two  or 
more  members  lodge  with  either  of  the  Ciecretaries  objections  to  any  candi- 

date he  shall  not  be  elected,  but  the  signatm-e  to  the  signed  objections  must 
be  verihed  by  the  Sciutineer.  I'he  Secietaries  and  the  Sci'utineer  shall  not 
disclose  the  names  of  the  objectors.  Associates  desu-ous  to  become  members 
shall  go  througli  the  same  form  of  election  as  other  candidates  but  shall  not 
pay  an  entrance  fee. 

4.  Any  member  or  associate  wishing  to  resign  at  the  end  of  the 
current  year  ot  the  Club  shall  give  notice  of  his  intentiou  to  one  of  the 
Secretaries  before  the  31st  of  December,  and  in  default  of  such  notice  he 

shall  be  liable  to  the  following  year's  subscription. 

5.  The  officers  of  the  Club  shall  be  elected  from  the  members  and 
shall  consist  of  a  President,  one  or  moie  Vice-Presidents,  an  Auditor,  a 
Scrutineer,  one  or  more  Secretaries,  a  i'leasmer,  a  Council  of  twelve members,  and  such  number  ol  judges  as  shall  from  time  to  time  be 
detei'mined  by  the  Council.  The  Secretaiy  or  Secretaries  and  the  Treasurer 
shall  be  ex-officio  members  of  the  Council.  The  Secretary  or  Secretaries 
and  i'reasurer  shall  be  elected  triennially.  The  Council  and  the  J  udges 
shall  be  elected  annually  by  the  members  in  manner  hereinafter  provided. 
The  other  officers  shall  be  elected  annually  at  a  meeting  of  the  Council 
immediately  after  their  own  election. 

6.  The  election  of  the  Council  and  J  udges  shall  take  place  every  year 
between  the  15th  of  November  and  the  5th  of  December.  The  Secretaries 
shall  ascertain  which  of  the  members  are  willing  to  stand  for  election  to 
office,  and  shall  send  to  each  member  of  the  Club,  on  or  about  the  15th  of 
November  and  the  5th  of  December.   The  Secretaries  shall  ascertain  wliicii 
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of  the  members  are  willing  to  stand  for  election  to  office,  and  shall  send  to 
each  member  of  the  Club,  on  or  about  the  15th  of  November,  a  voting  paper 
containing  a  list  of  all  such  members,  shovi^ing  the  offices  for  which  they  are 
respectively  seeking  election.  Each  member  shall  make  a  (x)  opposite  the 
names  of  those  for  whom  he  desires  to  vote,  and  shall  sign  the  paper  at  the 
foot  and  send  it  in  a  sealed  envelope  to  the  Scrutineer,  so  that  he  may 
receive  it  before  the  5th  of  December,  i'he  Scrutineer  shall  prepare  a  return of  the  officers  elected,  showing  the  number  of  votes  recorded  for  each 
candidate,  and  send  it  to  one  of  the  Secretaries  for  publication  in  the  Notices 
to  Members  for  December.  The  Scrutineer  shall  not  reveal  to  any  person 
how  any  member  shall  have  voted,  f  n  the  event  of  an  equality  of  votes  the 
President  shall  have  a  casting  vote. 

7.  Dealers  in  birds  shall  not  be  eligible  for  election  to  any  office  in 
the  Club,  except  that  of  Judge.  For  the  puri)ose  of  this  rule,  any  member 
who  habitually  buys  birds  with  the  intention  of  selling  them  agani  shall  be 
deemed  a  dealer  in  birds.  Before  the  annual  election  of  officers,  the  Secre- 

taries shall  submit  to  the  Council  the  list  of  members  willing  to  stand  for 
election  to  the  Secretaryship,  the  Treasurership,  and  the  Council ;  and  the 
Council  ishall  remove  from  the  list  the  name  of  any  candidate  who  shall  be, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Council,  a  dealer  in  birds  within  the  meaning  of  this 
rule.  The  decision  of  the  Council,  or  of  any  Committee  to  whom  the  Coun- 

cil shall  delegate  its  power  under  this  rule,  shall  be  ffiial.  When  a  dealer  is 
proposed  as  a  member  of  the  Club,  the  fact  of  his  being  a  dealer  shall  be 
stated  in  the  Notices  to  Members. 

8.  It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Council  to  delegate  any  of  its  powers  to 
a  Committee. 

y.  The  Council  may  appoint  an  Arbitration  Committee,  which  may 
decide  questions  at  issue  between  members  and  associates  when  requested  to 
do  so  by  both  parties.  Any  decision  of  such  Committee  shall  be  linal. 
Except  to  the  extent  permitted  by  this  rule,  the  Club  and  its  officers  shall 
decline  to  concern  themselves  with  disputes  between  memoers. 

10.  The  Council  shall  have  power  to  alter  and  add  to  these  Kuies,  but 
shall  give  to  the  members  notice  of  any  proposed  alteration  or  addition,  and 
in  the  event  of  six  members  objecting  thereto  within  fourteen  days  the  pro- 

posed alterations  or  addition  shall  be  submitted  to  the  votes  of  the  members. 
Failing  such  objection  the  alteration  or  addition  shall  date  from  its  adoption 
by  the  Council. 

11.  The  Council  shall  have  power  to  expel  any  member  or  associate 
at  any  time. 

12.  Neither  the  office  of  Scrutineer  nor  that  of  Auditor  shall  be  held 
for  two  consecutive  years  by  the  same  person.  The  Scrutineer  shall  not  be 
a  candidate  at  any  election  at  which  he  acts  as  Scrutineer. 

13.  If  any  office  becomes  vacant  at  any  time  other  than  the  end  of 
the  cmieut  year  of  the  Club,  the  Council  shall  have  power  to  anoint  any 
member  to  tili  the  vacancy. 

14.  The  decision  of  the  majority  of  the  Council  shall  be  final  and 
binding  on  the  Club,  but  a  resolution  passed  by  the  Council  shall  not  be 
acted  upon  unless  there  be  an  absolute  majority  of  the  Council  (and  not 
merely  of  those  voting)  in  its  favour. 
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Notices  to  Members. 

The  Magazine. — We  would  remind  all,  that  if  this  is  to  maintain  its 
present  position,  it  can  only  be  done  by  the  aid  of  all — thus  the  contents 
will  be  varied  and  universal  experience  in  the  keeping  of  Birds  under  all 
conditions  will  fill  our  pages  for  the  benefit  of  all.  Accounts  of  Aviaries, 

Nesting  Notes  ifaihtren  as  icell  an  .s^cces-scs),  Field  Notes  from  members 
abroad,  New  Acquisitions,  Records  of  Longevity,  &c.,  all  alilic  are  of  general 
and  practical  interest. 

British  Birds. — It  is  our  great  desire  to  sec  this  section  grow — will 
those  of  our  members  who  keep  indegenous  species  send  us  contributions — 
of  course  the  avicultural  side  is  the  most  important,  but  original  Field  and 

Migration  Notes  are  of  great  interest,  and  we  trust  such  will  be  sent  in.  We 
desire  that  at  least  one  article  and  a  number  of  short  pars,  should  appear  in 

each  issue — photos  of  birds  feeding  young,  sitting  birds,  or  nests  and  eggs  in 
Situ,  will  be  highly  appreciated. 

Qur  Membership. — This,  while  steady  progress  has  been  made,  has 
not  been  according  to  our  desires  iriU  all  join  in  a  united  effort  to  get  50 
new  members  during  the  first  three  months  of  this  year  if  all  join  in  the 

effort  it  ii-'ill  he  accdinpli-iher!,  The  Hon.  Business  Secretary  or  Hon.  Editor 
will  either  send  specimen  copies  direct  to  any  prospective  member,  or  will 

send  copies  for  them  to  do  so.  Make  Brwi)  Notes  and  Tin;  FouKUiN  Bird 

Club  known  to  every  bird-keeper  (Foreign  or  Bvifish)  i:i  your  locality,  and 
our  membership  will  soon  lie  doubled. 

Subscriptions. — Members  arc  reminded  that  these  are  now  due  and 
should  be  sent  to  the  Hon.  Treasurer  at  once,  being  payable  in  advance. 

WESLEY  T.  PAGE, 

Hon.  JEditor. 
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Donations. 

Tlie  following  have  kindly  promised  annual  donations  for  a  period  of 

three  years,  as  under  ; — 

£  a.  d. 
A  Momhtr  8  0  0 
iMiss  M.  E.  Baker   1  0  0 
W.  Bamford  0  10  0 
Dr.  Easton-Scott  1  1  0 
Dr.  H.  Hetley  1  1  0 
Miss  R.  C.  Luke  0  10  0 
H.  W.  Mathias  0  10  6 
O.  Millsum   0  10  0 
W.  T.  Rogers   0  10  0 
W.  R.  Temple  1  1  0 
H.  Willford   0  10  6 
The  Countess  of  Winchilsea   1  1  0 
The  Hon.  Editor  1  1  0 

Illustration  Fund. 

The  Council  thankfully  acknowledge  the  following  donations  to  the 
Illustration  Fund  : 

£  (i 
A  Member  1  0  0 
Mrs.  Anningson   1  0  0 
Miss  Bruce   0  5  0 
Rev.  R.  E.  Gorringe   0  5  0 
H.  L.  Sich  0  10  0 
Miss  L.  M.  St.  A.  Wait  0  10  0 
Mrs.  Warren  Vernon  1  10  0 
Miss  F.  M.  Wilson  0  10  0 
The  Hon.  Editor  (to  cover  balance  of 

postage,  artist's  fees  on  special drawings,  &c.)  6  6  8 
Overpaid  on  Subscriptions   0  1  6 
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New  Members  Elected. 

« 

H.  D.  AsTLKY,  M.A.,  F.Z.S.,  Benham  Park,  Newbury,  Bucks. 

J.  RoHSON,  28,  Camden  Grove,  Peckham,  S.E. 

Hon.  Gwendolen  Boukke,  Glenorintten  House,  Oban,  Argyleshire. 
Rev.  G.  H.  Raynok,  Hazeleigh  Rectory,  Maldon,  Essex. 
Chas.  Wimhi.e,  Thirlmere,  South  End  Road,  Beckeiiham. 

Mit<s  Veua  Willfoku,  G,  Wellington  Square,  Chelsea,  London,  S.W. 
H.  G.  Jeffrey,  75,  Ryle  Street,  Newport,  I.  of  W. 
J.  FROsTifK,  137,  Endelsham  Road,  Balham,  S.W. 

Proposed  for  Election  as  Members. 

W.  H.  Browning,  16,  Cooper  Square,  New  York,  U.S.A. 

Rev.  H.  A.  Soames,  M.A.,  F.L.S.,  Lyncroft,  Bromley,  Kent. 

G.  E.  Ha(;(;ie,  Magdalen  College,  Oxford. 

By  the  Hon.  Editor. 
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The  Bird  Market. 

All  advertisements  must  be  prepaid  and  reach  the  Editorial  Secretary  by  the  10th  of  the  month. 
Charge  :  Members'  advertisements,  four  words  a  penny  ; Non-Members,  three  words  a  penny. 

MEMBERS'  ADVERTISEMENTS. 

COLOURED  PLATES  :  The  following  are  in  stock  :  Vinacious  Firefinch, 
Orange  Flanked  Parrakeet,  Hawk-headed  Parrot,  Violet  Parrot, 
Yellow  Sparrow,  Indian  Roller,  Tri-coloured  Tanager,  Rlack-cheeked 
Tanager,  Superb  Tanager,  Blue  and  Maroon  Tanager,  (xiant  Rarbet, 
Mexican  Trogon,  Rainbow  Bunting,  Painted  Finches,  Waxwings, 
Senegal  Parrot,  Gold-fronted  Parrakeet,  Sepoy  Finch,  Group  of  four 
SperiiiophiJa,  Group  of  Siskins,  Green-billed  Toucan  and  others. 
These  can  be  supplied  to  members  uncut,  for  faming,  at  1/-  each. 

Aii)>h/  The  Hon.  Eoitok. 
WANTED  :    Bound  copies  or  complete  sets  of  loo.se  parts  of  Vol.  I. 

Apply  The  Hon.  Editok. 

FOR  SALE  :  Complete  sets  of  loose  parts.  Vol  I.  and  II.,  21/-  each  ;  Vol. 
VII.,  12/6.    New  condition.  Apph/  The  Hon.  Editor. 

FOR  SALE  :    The  Bird  World,  12  parts,  all  issued,  as  new,  3/6  lot. 
Applji  tn  The  Hon.  Editor, 

6,  Rylett  Crescent,  Shepherd's  Bush,  London,  W. 
FOR  SALE  :  Three  pairs  Passerine  Ground  Doves,  20/-  per  pair.  One 

pair  Pea  Doves,  20/-.  Four  pairs  White  Winged  Doves,  15/-  per  pair. 
Yellow  Hanguest,  30/-.    Any  of  these  sent  on  approval. 

R.  StT(i(;iTT,  Cleethorpes. 

FOR  SALE :  Adult  Redrump  hen,  14/-.  Roseate  Cockatoo,  12/6.  Pair 
Ringnecks  (one  very  tame)  10/-  All  from  outside  aviary  and  in  fine 
condition.  Mrs.  Ckoysdai.k,  Sunbury-on-Thames. 

OFFERS  WANTED  for  Vols.  I.,  II.,  and  III.  Bird  Notes,  bound,  clean, 
and  perfect.  Cronkshaw.  2.52,  Burnley  Road,  Accrington. 

The  Show  Season. 

The  Show  Committee  have  granted  our  patronage  to  the  Crystal 
Palace  Show,  as  this  is  the  last  Show  of  the  season  it  is  hoped  that  all  our 
exhibiting  members  will  do  their  best  to  support  it. 

Crystal  Palace — February  4th,  5th,  7th,  and  8th.  Classification  for 
ten  classes  for  Foreign  Birds.  Silver  Cup  (see  rules,  winner  to  receive  a  Sil- 

ver Medal  in  token  of  having  won  the  Cup  once)  and  Silver  Medal.  Judges  : 
Messrs.  Camps  and  Russell  Humphrys.  Entries  close  January  22nd. 
Schedules  from  Mr.  .T.  W.  Ramsden,  11,  Josephine  Avenue,  Brixton  Lon- 

don, S.W. 

The  following  results  are  to  hand  regarding  specials. — Luton,  Mr.  F. 
Howe,  Bronze  Medal,  with  Tricolour  Tanager. 

S.  M.  TOWN.SEND, 

3,  Swift  Street,  Bon.  ExhiUtional  Sec 
Fulham,  S.W. 
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Post-Mortem  Examinations. 

The  conditions  upon  which  these  will  be  made  by  Mr.  Hy.  Gray 
M.R.C.V.S.,  23,  Upper  Phillimore  Place,  Kensington,  W.,  are  as  follows  : 

(1)  The  birds  must  be  sent  immediateia'  after  death. 
(2)  They  lunHt  be  packed  in  a  box. 
(3)  The  letter  accompa/ii/hi;/  them  inuitl  not  be  placed  in  the  hor  along 

with  the  bird. 

(n.b.  Unless  the  above  conditions  are  complied  with  the  package 
will  be  destroyed  without  examination). 

(4)  The  letter  must  detail  as  far  as  possible  all  particulars  as  to 

(a)  date  of  death, 
(b)  length  of  illness, 
(c)  symptoms  of  illness, 
((/)    lodgment  and  feeding  of  birds,  and 

(e)    especially  as  to  whether  egg  food  or  inga  seed  has  been 

(5)  The  work  will  be  done  gratuitously,  and  a  report  published  in  "  Bird 
Notes  "  but  under  no  circumstances  irhatever  will  a  7-eport  be  sent 
by  post  unless  a  fee  of  216  accompanies  the  letter  and  bird.  Pressure 
of  work  compels  Mr.  Gray  to  make  this  an  invariable  rule,  and 
it  applies  to  all  members  whether  they  are  personally  acquainted 
with  him  or  not. 

given. 



FEBRUARY  1910. 

The  Foreign  Bird  Club, 

Notices  to  Members. 

Subscriptions:  These  became  due  on  January  1st,  and  to  save  the 

Hon.  Business  Secretary's  time  and  the  funds  of  the  club,  it  is  requested 
that  all  who  have  overlooked  this,  will  promptly  remit  their  subscriptions 
for  the  current  year. 

Donations,  etc. :  We  tender  our  thanks  for  the  hearty  responses  that 
have  been  made,  so  that  there  may  be  no  retrogi-essive  policy  either  as 
regards  the  Magazine,  or  the  general  policy  of  the  Club.  We  would  however 
point  out  to  those  who  have  not  yet  sent  in  their  replies,  that  this  year  will 
have  to  bear  special  burdens,  such  as  a  cost  of  transfer  of  stock,  etc.,  in 
consequence  of  the  change  of  printers  and  publishers,  and  we  trust  and  feel 
assured  that  all  will  do  what  they  can  to  meet  the  special  necessities  of  the 
period. 

Tlie  Coloured  Plate :  We  have  made  a  new  departure  this  year.  In 
response  to  many  requests  for  a  coloured  plate  of  some  large  aviary,  and  Mr. 
Willford  kindly  offering  to  have  his  painted  and  loan  it  to  the  club  for 
reproduction,  this  ofEer  was  accepted  and  Mr.  Willford  thanked  for  his 
generosity.  It  was  found  that  when  the  reproduction  was  taken  in  hand, 
that  no  satisfactory  result  could  be  got  on  the  usual  size  plate,  and  it  was 
decided  to  issue  the  plate  as  distributed  herewith.  It  should  have  appeared 

with  the  Januarj'  issue,  to  accompany  the  article  "  My  Wilderness  Aviary," 
but  though  the  issue  was  held  back,  it  was  not  possible  to  complete  in  time. 
Members  can  cither  have  the  plate  folded  and  bound  up  with  the  magazine, 
or  keep  it  detached.  Extra  copies  of  the  plate  can  be  obtained  from  the 
publisher  (Mr.  J.  H.  Henstock,  Market  Place,  Ashbourne,  Derby),  at  1/6 
each,  including  tube  and  postage. 

Contents  of  Magazine  :  We  wish  to  point  out  that  the  arrangement 
of  contents  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  merits  of  respective  articles,  but  the 
position  given  to  each  is  solely  one  of  convenience,  to  suit  plates,  etc. 

Copy  for  Magazine :  This  is  much  needed,  and,  if  contents  are  to  be 

kept  varied,  we  ought  not  to  publish  from  "  hand  to  mouth  "  as  it  were.  Will 
members  kindly  send  copy  in  as  early  as  possible.  We  venture  to  indicate  a 
few  suitable  topics.  Recent  acquisitions.  General  accounts  of  aviaries  and 
occupants.    Special  groups  of  birds. 

Nesting  Notes :  The  Editor  requests  that  he  may  be  kept  thoroughly 
posted  as  to  these,  as  the  topic  is  of  general  interest,  and  should  result  in  the 
placing  on  record  of  facts  of  universal  interest.  All  should  aim  at  having 
dates  and  periods  strictly  correct. 

Britisti  Species :  All  keepers  of  indigenous  species  are  urged  to 
send  accounts  of  their  birds  ;  also  migration  and  general  field  notes  are 
solicited. 

Members  residing  Abroad :  We  strongly  urge  all  such  to  send  us 
avicultural  and  field  notes  of  the  countries  in  which  they  reside,  if  possible, 
with  photos  of  birds  and  nests  in  situ,  and  localities. 
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Members'  Gatherings  :  As  will  be  seen  elsewhere  we  had  our  first 
public  Club  rrathering  at  the  Crystal  Palace  on  February  5th  inst,  when  after 
tea,  points  affecting  the  club's  welfare  were  discussed,  and  will  in  due  course 
be  considered  b.y  the  Council.  Two  meetings  (as  experiments)  were  arranged 

for  at  the  Zoo,  on  Wednesday,  April  '20  ;  and  Saturday,  May  7.  The  rendezvous 
in  each  instance  being  the  Small  Birds  House,  and  the  time  2-30  p.m.  We 
hope  a  good  number  will  be  present. 

WESLEY  T.  PAGE,  Hon.  Editor. 
H.  WILLFORD,  lion.  Business  Sec. 

Changes  and  Corrections  of  Address. 
Marriner,  J.  Summer,  4  The  Drive,  Ben  Rhydding. 
Lythgoe,  G.  W.  F.,  7G  Shrewsbury  Street,  Old  TrafEord,  Manchester. 
Kirk,  D.  Croysdale,  Blair  Athol,  Llanishen,  Nr.  Cardiff. 
Jeffrey,  H.  G.,  75  Pyle  Street,  Newport,  Isle  of  Wight. 

Humplireys,  Russell,  67  St.  James'  Court,  Buckingham  Palace  Gate,  London, S.W. 
Riley,  E.,  66  Talbot  Road,  Old  TrafEord,  Manchester. 

New  Members  Elected. 
W.  H.  Browning,  16  Cooper  Square,  New  York,  U.S.A. 
Rev.  H.  A.  Soames,  M.A.,  F.L.S.,  Lyncroft,  Bromley,  Kent. 
G.  E.  Haggle,  Magdalen  College,  Oxford. 

Proposed  for  Election  as  Members. 

HAROi.n  E.  Attwell,  "  Cassia  Grove,"  Halfway  Tree,  P.O.,  Kingston, 
Kingston,  Jamaica,  B.W.I. 

Jos.  E.  Mackenzie,  Chetolah  Park,  21  Slipe  Pen  Road,  Kingston.  Jamaica, 
B.W.I. 

By  A.  Sutcliffe  and  W.  T.  Page. 
Mrs.  J.  Easton  Scott,  Birdhurst,  Woodcote  Road,  Wallington,  Surrey. 
Mrs.  Lydia  Clare,  The  Hollies,  Coombe  Lane,  Wimbledon,  London,  S.W. 

By  the  Hon.  Editor. 
Miss  C.  W.  Tiiorrurn,  99,  Edge  Lane,  Liverpool.  By  T.  Miller,  F.Z.S. 
R.  E.  Bright,  Sunnybank,  Coggeshall,  Essex.  By  C.  H.  Row. 

Illustration  Fund. 

The  Council  thankfully  acknowledge  the  following  donations  to  the 
Illustration  Fund  : 

£    s.  d 
Miss  Drummond  0  15  0 
Mrs.  B.  Mortimer  1  2  6 
Lady  Pennant  0  10  0 
Mrs.  Perreau  0  2  6 
Capt.  G.  A.  Perreau  0  10  6 
Lady  K.  Pilkington  0  10  0 
H.  Wardale  2  0  0 
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Donations. 

The  following  have  kindly  promised  annual  donations  for  a  period  of 

three  years,  as  under  ; — £     s.  d. 
J.V.Ellis  1  1  0 
J.  H.  Harrison  0  10  0 
J.  T.  Hatcher  0  10  0 
Miss  E.  M.  Hincks  0  5  0 
W.  J.  Lewis  0  10  0 
T.Miller  1  0  0 
N.  O'Reilly  0  10  0 Rev.  J.  Paterson  0  10  0 
Lady  Pennant  1  0  0 
J.  Smith  0  5  0 
Hon.  Mrs.  Somerset  Ward  0  5  0 

The  Bird  Market. 

All  advertisements  must  be  prepaid  and  reach  the  Editorial  Secretary  by  the  ICth  of  the  month. 
Charge  :  Members*  advertisements,  four  words  a  penny  ; Nott-Members,  three  words  a  penny. 

MEMBERS'  ADVERTISEMENTS. 

COLOURED  PLATES  :  The  following  are  in  stock  :  Vinacious  Firefinch, 
Orange  Flanked  Parrakeet,  Hawk-headed  Parrot,  Violet  Parrot, 
Yellow  SpaiTow,  Indian  Roller,  Tii-coloured  Tanager,  Black-cheeked 
Tanager,  Superb  Tanager,  Blue  and  Maroon  Tanager,  Giant  Barbet, 
Mexican  Trogon,  Rainbow  Bunting,  Painted  Finches,  Waxwings, 
Senegal  Parrot,  Gold-fronted  Parrakeet,  Sepoy  Finch,  Group  of  four 
Sperinophila,  Group  of  Siskins,  Green-billed  Toucan  and  others. 
These  can  be  supplied  to  members  uncut,  for  faming,  at  1/-  each. 

Apply  to  The  Publisher. 

"WANTED  :    Bound  copies  or  complete  sets  of  loose  parts  of  Vol.  I. 
Apply  The  Publisher. 

FOR  SALE  :  Complate  sets  of  loose  parts.  Vol  I.  and  II.,  21/-  each  ;  Vol. 
VII.,  12/6.   New  condition.  Apply  The  Publisher. 

FOR  SALE  :    The  Bird  World,  12  parts,  all  issued,  as  new,  3/6  lot. 
Apply  The  Publisher,  ; 

Market  Place,  Ashbourne,  Derbyshire. 

FOR  SALE  :  "  Bird  Notes  "  Vol.  I.,  unbound,  21/-.  Also  odd  numbers  of Vols.  I  and  II,  1/6  each.  A  Handbook  of  British  Birds,  by  J.  E. 
Harting,  35  coloured  plates  ;  and  The  Natural  History  of  the  British 
Isles,  by  F.  G.  Aflalo,  illustrated  by  G.  E.  Lodge  ;  30/-  the  two.  All 
clean  and  in  good  condition.  Also  a  superb  copy  of  Rawstom's 
"  Gamonia  "  ;  almost  equal  to  new.    Cash  offers  invited. W.  Oakey,  34,  High  Street,  Leicester. 
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BLACK  CHEEKED  LOVE  BIRDS:  Mk.  Mathiap,  Sj uhbington 
Farehani,  Hants.,  has  several  for  disposal  ;  bred  here  in  1909  ;  wintered 
in  out-door  bird  room.    Price  l'2/6  each.    Sex  not  guaranteed. 

WANTED  :    Hen  Australian  Plumed  Dove.— W.  J.  Lewis,  Corstorphine, 

Ryde,  I.  of  W. 
FOR  SALE  :  An  Aviary  6ft.  square,  suitable  for  centre  of  lawn.  Another 

with  wood  back  18ft.  long.  Both  can  be  dismantled  and  re-erected 
in  few  minutes.  Also  the  following  birds  :  3  c?  and  8  ?  Canaries,  4 
Barbary  Doves,  1  Turtle  Dove,  1  Talpacote  Dove,  Siskin  <J ,  Shai-p- 
tailed  Finch,  Avadavat  and  Green-singing  Finch,  pairs  each  of  Nutmeg 
Finches  and  Silverbills.  Buyer  to  remove.  £6  10s.  accepted  for 
quick  sale.— Apply  in  first  instance,  W.  T.  PA(iE,  6,  Rylett  Crescent, 

Shepherd's  Bush,  London,  W. 

BOUND  VOLUMES  OF  "BIRD  NOTES. 

Volume  I.  is  out  of  print. 
Of  Volume  II.  &  III.  there  remain  only  a  few  copies, 

to  Members  and  Associates             each  21/- 
Volumes  IV.  &  V.  ivi.t/i  hand-coloared  platen 

to  Members  and  Associates  -       each  10/6 
to  others            .       -       -  -          „  15/- 

Volume  VI.  &  VII.  v:ith  hand-colonred  plafef: 
to  Members  and  Associates  -  each  15/- 
to  others  -       .       .       .  „  20/- 

Cases  for  binding  Vols.  I.,  II.,  TIL,  IV.,  V.,  VI.,  and  VII.  may  be  had, 
yjrice  1/3  each  post  free. 

Application  for  Bound  Volumes  and  cases  must  be  made  to  the  Publisher. 

Cases  for  Binding  Vol.  VIII.  now  ready,  to  be  obtained  of  ttte  .  .  . 

.  .  .  Publislier. 
The  Publisher,  J.  H.  HENSTOCK,  Market  Place,  Ashbourne,  will  be 

pleased  to  bind  Member's  copies  at  2/9  each  including  Cover  and 
return  postage. 



MARCH,  1910. 

The  Foreign  Bird  Club. 

Notices  to  Members. 

Subscriptions:  These  becaino  due  on  Jaiiuiry  Isl,  and  arn  payaljle 
in  advance — plates,  &c.,  have  to  he  prepared  in  advance,  and  the  prompt 
payment  of  subscriptions  is  necessary  for  the  facile  workin<?  of  the  Club. 
Will  those  who  have  so  far  overlooked  this,  owing  perhap-!,  to  the  change  of 
period  of  Club  year,  kindly  remit  same  at  once. 

Post  Mortem  Rules  and  Notices :  Attention  is  drawn  to  an  addition 
to  same,  giving  conditions  under  which  members  may  obtain  advice  on  sick 
birds. 

Members  Gattiering  at  the  Zoo  :  The  first  of  these  takes  place  on 
Wednesday,  April  20th  ;  the  rendezvous  being  the  Small  Bird  House,  and 
the  time  2-30  p.m.  It  is  hoped  a  good  number  will  arrange  to  be  present  and 
given  fine  weatlier.  the  event  shoidd  prove  both  ))leasurable  and  enjoyable. 

WESIEY  T.  PAGE,  Ifo„.  Editor. 
H.  WILLFORD,  Ifo,/.  Ihislnesg  Sec. 

Changes  and  Corrections  of  Address. 
Marriner.  J.  Sumner,  Woodbank,  Denton,  Ben  Ehydding. 
Galloway,  Mrs.  E.,  Fernville,  Fortis  Green  Road,  E.  Fincliley,  London,  N, 
Galloway,  Miss  M.,  Fernville,  Fortis  Green  Road,  E.  Finchley,  I.,ondon,  N. 
Mitchell,  H.,  Haskells,  Lyndhurst,  Hants. 
Street,  E.,  75  and  70,  Horninglow,  Burton-on-Trent. 
Browning,  W.  H..  18,  West  54th  Street,  New  York  City,  l^S.A. 

Proposed  for  Election  as  Members. 

E.  W.  DeFreitas,  Woodlands,  Grenada,  B.W.T. 
By  A.  Sutcliffe  seconded  by  W.  T.  Page. 

Miss  Gilbertson,  c/o  Mrs.  Boden,  13,  King  Street,  Clithero,  Lanes. 
Mrs.  Pattison  Yeoman,  The  Close,  Brompton,  Nr.  Northallerton,  Yorks. 

By  B.  Hollins. Samuel  T.  Parker,  17,  Havelock  Road,  Norwich. 
By  the  Hon.  Business  Secretary. 

GossK,  Dr.  PifiTjp,  Curtlemead,  Beaulieu,  Nr.  Brockenhurst,  Hants. 
By  Dr.  M.  Amsler. 

Maggs,  Mrs.  Venie,  Oakwell  Hall,  Birstall,  Nr.  Leeds. 
By  the  Hon.  Business  Secretary. 

Harris,  Chas.,  114,  Bethnal  Green  Road.  London,  E.      By  W.  T.  Rogers. 
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New  Members  Elected. 

Harold  E.  Attwell,  "  Cassia  Grove,"  Halfway  Tree,  P.O.,  Kingston, 
Kingston,  Jamaica,  B.W.I. 

Jos.  E.  M.^CKKNZiE,  Chetolali  Park,  21  Slipe  Pen  Road,  Kingston,  Jamaica, 
B.W.I. 

Mrs.  J.  Easton  Scott,  Birdhurst,  Woodcote  Road,  Wallington,  Surrey. 
Mrs.  Lydia  Cl.\rk,  The  Hollies,  Coombe  Lane,  Wimbledon,  London,  S.W. 
Miss  C.  W.  Thokhuhn,  iti).  Edge  Lane,  Liverpool. 
R.  E.  Bright,  Sunnybank,  Coggeshall,  Essex. 

Show  Results. 

Gateshead.    Bronze  Medal — Mr.  Beaty,  with  his  Hawk-headed  Caique. 

Edinburgh.    Provincial  Cup — Miss  Peddie  Waddall  with  her  pair  of  Bourke's 
Parrakeets. 

li.P.O.S.    London  Cup. — Mr.  O.Millsum,  he  having  won  it  before  this  season 
it  was  not  awarded. 

L.P.O.S.    Silver  Medal-Mr.  S.  Beaty  with  his  Levaillient's  Barbet. 
S.  M.  TowNSEM),  E.ihih'itloiiul  Scfi-fliiri/. 

BOUND   VOLUMES  OF  "BIRD  NOTES." 

Volume  I.  is  out  of  print. 
Of  Volume  II.  &  111.  there  remain  only  a  few  co]iies, 

to  Members  and  Associates  each  21/- 
Volumes  IV.  &  V.  ii:ith  hand-coloured  plates 

to  Members  and  Associates  -       each  10/(5 
to  others  .       -       -  -  15/- 

Volume  VI.,  VII.  &  VIII.  irlfh  hat/d-enloured  plu/fix 
to  Members  and  Associates  -  each  15/- 
to  otliers  -       -       .       -  „  20/- 

Cases  for  binding  Vols.  T.,  TI.,  III.,  IV.,  V.,  VL,  VII.  &  VIII.  may  be  had, 

price  1/3  each  post  free. 
Application  for  Bound  Volumes  and  cases  must  be  made  to  the  Publisher. 

Cases  for  Binding  Vol.  VIII.  now  ready,  to  be  obtained  of  the  .  .  . 
.   .   .  Publisher. 

The  Publisher,  J.  H.  HENSTOCK,  Market  Place,  Ashbourne,  will  be 

pleased  to  bind  Member's  copies  at  2/9  each  including  Cover  and 
return  postage. 
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Illustration  Fund. 

The  Council  thankt'ully  ackuowledi^c  the  following  donations  to  the Illustration  Fund  : 
£  s.  c1 

Miss  

Gibbons                                   U  5  0 

Dr.  

HopkiTison                                   '2  2  0 

N.  

Willf(n-d                                     0  5  0 

Hon.  W.  B.  Wrottesley                       0  10  0 

Donations. 

The  foUownio;  have  kindly  promised  annual  donations  for  three  years 
as  under,  in  addition  to  those  already  puVjlishcd  ;  — 

£  S.  (1. 

Mark  

Aronstein                                 0  f)  0 

Lady  

Dunleath                                   0  f)  0 

Miss  M.  

Galloway                              0  0 

Mrs.  G.  

Henderson                             
0  10  (j 

H.  

Mitchell                                       1  0  0 

E.  

Street                                          0  10  (! 

R.  

Suggitt                                         0  10  0 

The  Bird  Market. 
All  advertisements  must  be  prepaid  and  re  lali  tlie  Editorial  Secretary  by  the  1  tU  of  the  month. 

Charge  :  Members'  advertisements,  four  words  a  penny  ; Non-.Memburs,  three  words  a  penny. 

MEMBERS'  ADVERTISEMENTS, 
COLOURED  PLATi;S  :  All  tho  plates  that  h  ave  hcon  issued  up  to  the 

present,  can  he  obtained  uncut  for  framing  at  1/-  each,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  "A  Beautiful  Aviary  "  which  are  1/6. Jpp!.'/  to  The  PUHj.isHKK,  Market  Place,  Ashbourne. 

FOR  SALE  :    Vol.  I.  and  II.  IVn-d  Notes,  21/-  each. 
Am/til,  H.  WiLi.i'oHi),  Upland  View,  Havenstreet,  I.  of  W. 

FOR  SALE  :    Tlie  /Sin/  U'orl,!,  12  parts,  all  issued,  as  new,  n/l!  lot. 
Apj)!;/  The  PunLisiiKR, 

BRAZILIAN  HANGNEST  :  Room  wanted,  been  .3  years  in  owners  pos- 
session, not  finger  tame,  in  good  condition,  25/- 

Apph/,  W.  T.  P.vciK,  (),  Rylett  t'rescent,  Shepherd's  Bush,  London,  W. 
TWO  WICKER  CAGES  :  IC  in.  x  20  in.  base,  24  in.  high.  Clean  and 

useable  but  slightly  damaged,  cost  16/-  each,  accept  10/-  the  two,  suit- 
able for  small  Mynah,  Doves,  etc. 

Mks.  Milleu,  27,  Belgrave  Road,  S.W. 

LARGE  GREEN  BUDGERIGARS  :  Strong  and  healthy,  out-door  bred. 
6/6  pair.    Large  Yellow  Cocks,  fine  birds,  4/-  each. 

J.  H.  Hens  tock,  Market  Place,  Ashbourne. 
WANTED  :    Hen  Brazilian  Black-headed  Red  Siskin. 

Tuns.  CociiKANE,  Linden  Lea,  St.  Boswells,  N.B 
WANTED  :    2  Hen  Parrot  Finches,  1  pair  Crimson  Finches. 

Math  IAS,  Stubbington,  Hants. 
FOR  DISPOSAL  :  2  Young  Black  Cheeks  (believed  to  be  hen),  price  12/6 
each.  Mathias,  Stubbington,  Hants. 
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Post-Mortem  Examinations. 

The  conditions  upon  which  these  will  be  made  by  Mr.  Hy.  Gray, 
M.R.C.V.S.,  23,  ITpper  Philliinore  Place,  Kensington,  W.,  are  as  follows  : 

(1)  The  birds  must  be  sent  immediately  after  death. 
(2)  Thej'  must  be  packed  in  a  box. 
(3)  The  letter  accompanying  them  must  NOT  he  placed  in  the  lux  aloiu/ 

ir/lli  the  bird. 
(n.h.  Unless  the  above  conditions  are  complied  with  the  package 

will  be  destroyed  without  examination). 
(4)  The  letter  must  detail  as  far  as  possible  all  particulars  as  to 

(a)    date  of  death, 
(i)    length  of  illness, 
(c)    sj'mptoms  of  illness, 
(f/)    lodgment  and  feeding  of  birds,  and 
(e)    especially  as  to  whether  egg  food  or  inga  seed  has  been 

given. 
(5)  The  work  will  be  done  gratuitously,  and  a  report  published  in  "  Bird 

Notes"  but  under  7io  circumstances  irhatever  viU  a  report  he  sent 
hy  ]iost  unless  afeeof'llCt  accompanies  the  letteraud  bird.  Pressure 
of  work  compels  Mr.  Graj'  to  make  this  an  invariable  rule,  and 
it  applies  to  all  members  whether  they  are  personally  acquainted 
with  him  or  not. 

Mr.  Gray  n-ill  he.  iciUing  to  examitie  living  birds  {including  poultry,  game' 
aviary,  and  cage-birds),  and  give  advice  as  to  the  treatment  of  any  disease  they 
may  have,  for  a  fee  of  5s.  each  bird,  the  ou-ner  taking  all  risks  and  paying  the 
carriage  both  u-ays. 



APRIL,  1910. 

The  Foreign  Bird  Club. 

Notices  to  Members. 

Donations :  Owing  to  the  absence  of  Mr.  Willf ord  on  the  Continent 
the  list  is  held  over  till  next  issue. 

Zoo  Meeting  :  Members  are  reminded  that  the  first  of  these  gatherings 
takes  place  on  Wednesday,  April  20th.  The  place  of  meeting  is  the  Small 
Bird  House  at  2'30  p.m.  The  second  meeting  takes  place  on  Saturday, 
May  7th,  at  same  time  and  place,  before  May  issue  of  B.N.  is  published. — 
Members  please  note. 

Copy :  The  Hon.  Editor  feels  that  there  is  altogether  too  much  from 
his  pen  in  the  Magazine  from  month  to  month,  and  he  hopes  that  with  the 
advent  of  more  genial  weather,  members  will  contribute  accounts  of  both 
successful  nesting  and  merely  attempts  at  same. 

Month's  Arrivals :  Members  are  reminded  that  they  will  help  greatly, 
if,  when  visiting  the  various  dealers,  they  will  make  a  few  notes  on  any 
rarities  they  observe  and  send  them  in  for  publication  in  the  Magazine,  for 
the  benefit  of  members  residing  in  the  provences,  many  of  whom  write  that 
they  find  these  notes  of  much  interest. 

Our  Membership  :  We  once  more  venture  to  remind  members  of  the 
need  of  extending  our  membership,  and  to  urge  that  all  take  a  part  in  this 
effort,  so  that  our  rate  of  increase  may  be  gi'eater  than  it  is  at  present.  We 
really  need  over  400  members  to  properly  support  the  present  Magazine. 

WESLEY  T.  PAGE,  Hon.  Editor. 
H.  WILLFORD,  Hon.  Business  Sec. 

New  Members  Elected. 
E.  W.  DeFreit.a.s,  Woodlands,  Grenada,  B.W.I. 
Miss  Gilbertson,  c/o  Mrs.  Boden,  13,  King  Street,  Clithero,  Lanes. 
Mrs.  Pattis<jn  Yeomax,  The  Close,  Brompton,  Nr.  Northallerton,  Yorks. 
Samuel  T.  Parker,  17,  Havelock  Road,  Norwich. 
Dr.  Philip  Gosse,  Curtlemead,  Beaulieu,  Nr.  Brockenhurst,  Hants. 
Mrs.  Ve.nie  MAfifJS,  Oakwell  Hall,  Birstall,  Nr.  Leeds. 
CiiAS.  Harris,  114,  Bethnal  Green  Road,  London,  E. 

Changes  and  Corrections  of  Address. 
F.  Howe,  54  Thomas  Street,  Wellingborough,  Northants. 
Rev.  E.  p.  Gokuinge,  Manston  Rectory,  Stowminter  Newton,  Dorset. 
Mrs.  B.  W.  Hodgkin,  Sedbergh  House,  Kew  Green,  Surrey. 

Proposed  for  Election  as  Members. 

Mrs.  Alice  S.  Mahon,  Brook  House,  Camberley,  Surrey. 
By  Titinisu-ood  Miller,  F.Z.S. 

P.  J.  Spencer,  L.R.C.P.,  L.R.C.S.  (Edin.),  147,  Mellison  Road,  Tooting, 
London,  S.W.  By  J.  Frostick. 

Dr.  Gilbert  B.  Thwaites,  34,  Beaconsfield  Road,  Rrighton. 
By  the  Ho7i.  Editor. 

Mrs.  H.  Brown,  Selon  Lodge,  Kenleaze,  Bristol.  By  the  Hon.  Editor. 
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The  Bird  Market. 
All  advertisements  must  be  prepaid  and  reach  the  Editorial  Secretary  by  the  10th  of  the  mouth. 

Charge  :  Members'  advertisements,  four  words  a  penny  ; Non-Members,  three  words  a  penny. 
MEMBERS'  ADVERTISEMENTS. 

WANTED  :  "Bird  Notes"  Vol.  v.  Coloured  plates  from  Vols.  vi.  and vii..    Lythgoe,  76  Shrewsbury  Street,  Manchester. 

"WANTED  :    One  Male  Golden  Agusi  ( Dast/procta  aguti). Dr.  Philip  Gosse,  Beaulieu,  Hanta. 
CARNATIONS:  Mu.  Hay  ward  Mathias,  Medstead,  Hants.,  ofiPers 

Malmaisons  and  American  Trees'  from  his  large  collection.  Fine 
healthy  plants  guaranteed,  and  at  quite  reasonable  prices.  Spring 
List  free, 

LEADBEATER  COCKATOOS,  true  pair,  perfect  plumage  and  condition, 
used  to  outdoor  aviary  or  cage.  Price  65/-. — Mrs.  Hartley,  St. 
Helen's  Lodge,  Hastings. 

WANTED  :  Hen  Many  Colour  Parrakeet  (or  pair),  hen  Stanley  Parrakeet, 
cock  Peached-faced  Lovebird,  pairs  Bourkes,  Turquoisines,  Elegants, 
etc. — Wright,  Church  Hill,  Robert  Road,  Handsworth,  Birmingham. 

MRS.  CROYSDALE  has  for  sale  :  White-eared  Conure  and  Roseate  Parra- 
keet, both  acclimatised  and  in  perfect  condition. — Hawke  House,  Sun- 

bury-on-Thames. 
COLOURED  PLATES:  All  the  plates  that  have  been  issued  up  to  the 

present,  can  be  obtained  uncut  for  framing  at  1/-  each,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  "  A  Beautiful  Aviary  "  which  are  1/6. 

Apply  to  The  Publisher,  Market  Place,  Ashbourne. 
FOR  SALE  :    The  Bird  World,  12  parts,  all  issued,  as  new,  3/6  lot. 

Apply  The  Publisher. 

Fost-Mortem  Examinations. 
The  conditions  upon  which  these  will  be  made  by  Mr.  Hy.  Gray, 

M.R.C.V.S.,  23,  Upper  Phillimore  Place,  Kensington,  W.,  are  as  follows  : 
1^    The  birds  must  be  sent  immediately  after  death. 
2)  They  mmt  be  packed  in  a  box. 
3)  The  letter  accompanying  them  must  NOT  he  placed  in  the  box  along 

with  the  bird. 
(n.b.    Unless  the  above  conditions  are  complied  with  the  package 

will  be  destroyed  without  examination). 
(4)  The  letter  must  detail  as  far  as  possible  all  particulars  as  to 

(a)    date  of  death, 
(6)    length  of  illness, 
((!)    symptoms  of  illness, 
Ul)    lodgment  and  feeding  of  birds,  and 
(e)   especially  as  to  whether  egg  food  or  inga  seed  has  been 

given. 
(5)  The  work  will  be  done  gratuitously,  and  a  report  published  in  "  Bird 

Notes"  but  under  no  circumstatices  ivhatever  will  a  report  be  sent 
by  post  unless  a  fee  of  216  accompanies  the  letter  and  bird.  Pressure 
of  work  compels  Mr.  Gray  to  make  this  an  invariable  rule,  and 
it  applies  to  all  members  whether  they  are  personally  acquainted 
with  him  or  not. 

Mr.  Gray  will  be  willing  to  examine  lilting  birds  {including  poult7'y,  game, 
aviary,  and  cage-birds),  and  give  advice  as  to  the  treatment  of  any  disease  they 
may  have,  for  a  fee  of  5s.  each  bird,  the  owner  talcing  all  risks  and  paying  the 
carriage  both  ways. 



MAY,  1910. 

The  Foreign  Bird  Club. 

Notices  to  Members. 

niustration  Fund.  We  are  exceedingly  anxious  not  to  have  to  cur- 
tail the  number,  either  of  the  coloured  or  uncoloured  plates,  and  judging 

from  the  correspondence  received,  the  latter  are  a  much  appreciated 
feature  of  our  magazine.  At  the  same  time,  we  must  remind  members,  that 
these  features  can  only  be  retained  in  their  present  number  by  a  liberal 
response  to  the  appeal  on  behalf  of  the  Illustration  Fund,  that  is.  so  long 
as  our  membership  is  below  400.  This  fully  explains  the  extent  of  our 
need,  and  we  trust  that  those  who  have  so  far  overlooked  this  matter  will 
see  their  way  to  contribute.  The  smallest  donation  will  be  thankfully 
acknowledged  by  our  esteemed  Hon.  Secretary  and  Treasurer  (Mr.  H. 
Willford). 

Medals.  Members  are  informed  that  owing  to  the  generosity  of  one 
of  the  officers  of  the  clab,  twelve  medals  have  been  presented  for  the  fol- 

lowing objects  :  (1)  For  the  breeding  of  any  species  of  bird  for  the  first 
time  in  the  British  Isles  (this  applies  equally  to  Foreign  or  British  species) 
(2)  For  the  breeding  of  hybrids  for  the  first  time  in  the  British  Isles.  In 
all  instances,  a  detailed  account  of  the  occurrence  must  accompany 
the  claim  for  the  medal.  We  hope  to  receive  many  claims  for  these  medals 
during  the  present  season. 

Back  Volumes  of  '  Bird  Notes."  With  the  exception  of  Vols.  I  and 
II,  which  are  out  of  print,  we  can  supply  Vols.  Ill  to  VIII  either  in  sets  or 
any  odd  volume  that  may  be  required.  We  would  remind  members  that  all 
the  above  volumes  are  excellent  value  ab  the  published  prices  (see  advert.) 
and  are  replete  with  interest  and  information  on  all  phases  of  bird  keeping. 
We  would  also  remind  members  that  the  sale  of  back  volumes  materially 

helps  the  club's  funds,  while  our  membership  is  growing. 
Correspondence.  We  hope  that  a  larger  use  will  be  made  of  this 

section  of  the  magazine  during  the  present  volume,  and  that  all  items  of 
interest  will  be  recorded  through  this  source,  when  not  sufficiently  lengthy 
to  form  an  article.  We  also  remind  members  that  this  section  is  open  for 
the  discussion  of  any  topic  of  avicnltural  interest. 

Members'  Gatherings  at  the  Zoo.  Though  these  have  not  been 
largely  attended,  they  have  been  very  interesting  and  much  appreciated 
by  those  able  to  be  present.  We  propose  holding  another  such  gathering 
on  Saturday  June  18th,  and  invite  suggestons  as  to  a  whole  day  Ouly 
gathering,  on  any  week-day  members  may  consider  most  convenient. 

WESLEY  T.  PAGE,  Ho,,.  Editor. 
H.  WILLFORD,  11, „i.  Busines^H  Sec 
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New  Members  Elected. 
Mrs.  Alice  S.  Mahon,  Brook  House,  Camberley,  Surrey. 
P.  J.  Spencer,  L.R.C.P.,  L.R.C.S.  (Edin.),  147,  Mellison  Road,  Tooting, 

London,  S.W. 
Dr.  Gilbert  B.  Thwaites,  34,  Beaconsfield  Road,  Rrighton. 
Mrs.  H.  Brown,  Selon  Lodge,  Kenleaze,  Bristol. 

Proposed  for  Election  as  Members. 

E.F.M.  Elms,  Rosebank  Cottage,  Carshalton  Road,  Sutton,  Surrey. 
J.  Felham  Sutton,  Melbourne  Lodge,  Carlton  Road,  Putney,  London,  S.W. 
W.  Smith,  12  Claremont,  Redruth.  By  Tinniswood  Miller,  F.Z.S. 
Mrs.  L.  Williams,  Oaklands,  Snnbridge  Avenue,  Bromly,  Rent, 

Bij  H.  W.  Mathias,  seconded  By  W.  T.  Page. 
William  Baxby,  Coal  Aston,  Dronfleld,  Sheffield.  By  H.  WUlford. 
Miss  L.  Peacock,  Springmead,  Sidcup,  Kent.  By  the  Hon.  Editor. 
Thos.  G.  Nicalson,  Glenoe,  Walton-on-Thames,  Surrey.     By  J.  H.  Henstock. 

Changes  and  Corrections  of  Address. 

Millsum,  O.,  Bverberg  par  Cortenberg,  Bravant,  Belgium. 
Cronkshaw,  J.,  193,  Manchester  Street,  Accrington. 
Mrs.  B.  W.  Hodgkin,  Sedburgh  House,  Kew  Green,  Surrey. 
Hon.  Mrs.  Algeron  Bourke,  Hitcham  Vale,   Taplow,  and  75  Gloucester 

Place,  Portman  Square,  W. 
Russell,  Humphrys,  Bryn  Court,  Warlingham,  Surrey. 

Illustration  Fund. 

J.  F.  Dewar 
Mrs.  D.  L.  Hubbard 

Wesley  T.  Page  (to  cover  artist's fees  on  special  drawings) 
Capt.  J.  Sherard  Rieve  ... 

£  a. d 
0  5 0 
0  5 0 

2  2 0 
0  10 0 

The  Bird  Market. 

▲11  advertisements  must  be  prepaid  and  reach  the  Editorial  Secretary  by  the  10th  of  the  month. 
Charge  :  Members'  advertisements,  four  words  a  penny  ; Non-Members,  three  words  a  penny. 

MEMBERS'  ADVERTISEMENTS. 

COLOURED  PLATES  :  All  the  plates  that  have  been  issued  up  to  the 
present,  can  be  obtained  uncut  for  framing  at  1/-  each,  with  the  excep- 

tion of  "  A  Beautiful  Aviary  "  which  are  1/6. 
Apply  to  The  Publisher,  Market  Place,  Ashbourne. 

FOR  SALE  :    The  Bird  World,  12  parts,  all  issued,  as  new,  3/6  lot. 

Apply  The  Publisher. 

WANTED :  Cock  Bearded  Tit ;  hen.  Cordon  Bleu,  and  hen  common  Fire- 
finch  ;  all  guaranteed  thoroughly  acclimatised.  W.  R.  Tbmplb, 
Ormonde,  Datchet. 
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WANTED  :  Photographic  prints  of  Foreign  Doves,  please  state  price  de- sired. Miss  R.  Alderson,  Park  House,  Worksop. 

FOR  SALE :  Pair  Brush  Bronze-wing  Pigeons,  30s. ;  Hen  Bronze-wing 
Pigeon,  7s.  6d. ;  2  Cock  Diamond  Doves,  5s.  each  ;  2  Cock  Peaceful 
Doves,  4s.  each  ;  2  Senegal  Doves,  7s.  6d. 

Lewis  Corstorphinb,  Ryde,  I.  of  W. 

PERFECT  Gold-fronted  Gold-sucker,  very  tame,  full  song,  40s.,  or 
exchange. 

WANTED :  Cock  Blue- breasted  Waxbill,  and  Hens,  Parrot  Finch  and 
Black-headed  (yellow)  Siskin.  Dr.  Amslbr,  Eton. 

FOR  SALE  :  Owing  to  near  change  of  address  I  must  dispose  of  many  of 
my  established  pairs.  Silvery- crowned  Friar  Birds  (very  rare), 
Black-headed  Sibias,  Grey-winged  Ouzels,  8hamas,  Red-naped  Lori- 

keets, Black-headed,  Rufous-headed,  and  other  Buntings.  Odd  males 
of  Plumbeous  Redstart  (very  rare),  Sombre-Honey-suckei  (very 
rare),  Brazilian  Hangnest,  and  others.  List  and  prices  on  applica- 

tion.     W.  T.  Page,  6  Rylett  Crescent,  Shepherd's  Bush,  London,  W. 
WANTED  :  Golden  Pheasant  Eggs  for  sitting,  or  Adult  Hen.  Mrs.  Croys- 

dale,  Sunbury  on  Thames. 

NON-MEMBERS'  ADVERTISEMENTS. 
VERSICOLOR  TEALS,  £3  pair ;  Hare  Forpign  and  British  birds,  Softbills, 

Ornamental  Watei-  and  Park-fowl.    Bird  skins  and  eggs. 
Pierre,  37  Beresford  Street,  Camberwell,  London. 

SOUTH  AFRICAN  COLIES  (Mouse-birds),  £4  pair.  Red  Macaw  (yellow 
wings),  £5.  Wanted  pair  Rose-breasted  Guiracas  and  Cock 
Brazilian  Gros-beak. 

Pierre,  37  Beresford  Street,  Camberwell,  London. 

BOUND   VOLUMES  OF  "BIRD  NOTES." 
Volume  I.  is  out  of  print. 

( )f  Volume  II.  &  III.  there  remain  only  a  few  copies, 
to  Members  and  Associates  each  21/- 

Volumes  IV.  &  V.  mith  h ami-coloured  platen 
to  Members  and  Associates  -  each  10/6 
to  others  .       -       -       -  „  15/- 

Volume  VI.,  VII.  &  VIII.  toith  hand-coloured  platen 
to  Members  and  Associates  -  each  15/- 
to  others  -      .      .      -         „  20/- 

Cases  for  binding  Vols.  I.,  II.,  III.,  IV.,  V.,  VI.,  VII.  &  VIII.  may  be  had, 
price  1/3  each  post  free. 

Application  for  Bound  Volumes  and  cases  must  be  made  to  the  Publisher. 

Cases  for  Binding  Vol.  VIII.  now  ready,  to  be  obtained  of  the  .  .  . 
.   .   .  Publisher. 

The  Publisher,  J.  H.  HENSTOCK,  Marlset  Place,  Ashbourne,  will  be 
pleased  to  bind  Member's  copies  at  2/9  each  including  Cover  and 
return  postage. 
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Month's  Arrivals. 

Princess  of  Wales'  Parrakeet  ( Polytelis  alexandrce).  Specimens  of 
this  exquisite  and  rare  species,  whicli  for  chaste  soft  coloaring  stands  un- 

rivalled among  the  Parrot  tribe,  have  been  offered  recently  by  Mr.  Jam- 
rach  and  also  by  Mr.  Hamlyn. 

Quite  a  series  of  continental  species  are  being  offered  by 
Pierre,  of  Caraberwell  (see  Bird  Market),  such  as  : — Northern  Nightingales, 
Black  Redstarts,  Woodchats,  Shrikes,  etc.,  Grasshopper,  Savi's,  Icterine, 
Reed,  and  Orphean  Warblers.  Bearded,  Crested,  and  Long-tailed  Tits. 
Green,  Lesser,  and  Great  Spotted  Woodpeckers.  Golden  Orioles,  Bee- 
eaters,  White-spotted  Blue-throats,  Hoopoes,  Blue  Rollers,  Wrynecks,  etc. 

Messrs.  Willson's,  De  Von,  Ltd.,  and  others  are  offering  Painted, 
Gouldian,  and  other  Grassfinches,  etc.,  etc.,  W.T.P. 

The  conditions  upon  which  these  will  be  made  by  Mr.  Hy.  Gkay, 
M.R.C.V.S.,  23,  Upper  Phillimore  Place,  Kensington,  W.,  are  as  follows  : 

(1)  The  birds  must  be  sent  immediately  after  death. 

(2)  They  must  be  packed  in  a  box. 

(3)  The  letter  accompanying  them  must  NOT  be  placed  in  the  box  alonij 
vjith  the  bird. 

(n.b.    Unless  the  above  conditions  are  complied  with  the  package 
will  be  destroyed  without  examination). 

(4)  The  letter  must  detail  as  far  as  possible  all  particulars  as  to 
(a)   date  of  death, 
(6)   length  of  illness, 
(c)  symptoms  of  illness, 
(d)  lodgment  and  feeding  of  birds,  and 
(e)  especially  as  to  whether  egg  food  or  inga  seed  has  been 

given. 
(5)  The  work  will  be  done  gratuitously,  and  a  report  published  in  "  Bird 

Notes  "  but  under  no  circumstances  whatei^er  ivill  a  report  be  sent 
by  post  unless  a  fee  of  216  accompanies  the  letter  and  bird.  Pressure 
of  work  compels  Mr.  Gray  to  make  this  an  invariable  rule,  and 
it  applies  to  all  members  whether  they  are  personally  acquainted 
with  him  or  not. 

Mr.  Gray  will  he  willing  to  examine  livi?ig  birds  (including  poultry,  game< 
aviary,  and  cage-birds),  and  give  advice  as  to  the  treatment  of  any  disease  they 
may  have,  for  a  fee  of  5s.  each  bird,  the  owner  taking  all  risks  and  paying  the 
carriage  both  ways. 

Post-Mortem  Examinations. 



JUNE,  1910 

The  Foreign  Bird  Club. 

Notices  to  Members. 

The  Magazine  :  Members  are  urged,  now  that  the  breeding  season  is 
upon  us,  to  chronicle  the  doings  of  their  birds^tliis  is  a  topic  that  never 
grows  stale,  and  failures  as  well  as  successes  should  be  recorded,  with  details 
of  treatment  and  the  birds  demeanour  generally— while  we  hope  great  suc- 

cess will  attend  the  efforts  of  our  members'  birds  to  reproduce  their  kind, 
some  failures  come  the  way  of  all,  and  from  these  frequently  the  most  prac- 

tical lessons  are  learned.  Also  wherever  the  demeanour  of  a  species  differs 
from  published  i-ecords,  notes  of  such  should  be  sent  in  for  ])ublication  in 
the  Club  journal. 

Breeding  Medals. — These  are  awarded  as  under  : — 
For  breeding  a  species  for  the  first  time  in  the  British  Isles. 
For  breeding  Hybrids  between  two  distinct  species  for  the  first  time 

in  the  Tlritish  Isles. 
Our  Aviaries  and  Birdrooms.— There  are  still  many  of  which  no 

account  has  ap])eared  in  the  magazine.  The  general  verdict  is  that  we 
cannot  have  too  many  of  these,  and  we  strongly  urge  those  members 
who  have  not  yet  done  so,  to  send  in  an  account  of  their  aviaries  and 
birds,  accompanied  if  possible  by  photos  and  plans. 

Cliange  of   Hon.  Editor's   Address  Attention  of  members  is 
especially  directed  to  tiie  notice  attached  to  cover,  and  that  all  communica- 

tions for  the  Hon.  Editor  must  now  be  addressed  as  under  : — 

W.  T.  Page,  "  Glenficld,"  Graham  Avenue,  Mitcham,  Surrey. 
Notice:  All  members  not  receiving  their  copies  of  "Bird  Notes" 

by  the  20th  of  each  month  should  at  once  write  the  publisher  complaining 
of  the  omission. 

Members  Gathering  at  Zoo:  The  gathering  announced  for  June 
18th  in  last  issue  will  have  taken  place  before  this  issue  is  published  as  owing 

to  the  coloured  plate  not  being  ready  it  will  be  a  few  day's  late.  There 
will  be  another  gathering  on  Wednesday,  July  20th.  Rendezvous — Small 
Bird  House  at  11  a.m.  It  is  suggested  that  an  issue  of  "  Bird  Notes"  be 
carried  in  the  hand  as  a  means  of  recognition. 

WESLEY  T.  PAGE,  Hon.  Editor. 
H.  WILLFORD,  Hon.  Business  Sec 

Changes  and  Corrections  of  Address. 

W.  Goodfellow,  "  Mont  Fluri  "  Southbourne  Grove,  Bournemouth. 
W.  T.  Page,  Glenfield,  Graham  Avenue,  Mitcham,  Surrey. 
E.  Hopkinson,  D.S.O.,  45  Sussex  Square,  Brighton. 
Paul  Vollmar,  8  George  Street,  Minories,  London,  E.G. 
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New  Members  Elected. 

E.F.IM.  Elms,  Eosel)aiik  Cottage,  Carshaltoii  Road,  Sutton,  Surrey. 
J.  Pelliam  Sutton,  ]\toll)ourne  Lodge,  Carlton  Road,  Putney,  London,  S.W. 
W.  Smith,  12  Clarmont,  Redruth 
Mrs.  L.  Williams,  Oaklands,  Sunbridge  Avenue,  Bromley,  Kent. 
William  Baxby,  Coal  Aston,  Dronfield,  Sheffield. 
Miss  L.  Peacock,  Springmead,  Sidcup,  Kent. 
Thos.  Nicalson,  Glenoe,  Walton-on-Thames,  Surrey. 

Proposed  for  Election  as  Members. 

Mrs.  Stanley  Flower,  Tiongfield,  Tring,  Ucrts. 
B.  Hamilton  Scott,  Hamildean,  Ipswich. 
Miss  ('.  F.  Chawner,  Forest  Bank,  Lyndhurst,  Hants. 

Jh/  the  Hon.  Editar. 

The  Bird  Market. 

All  advertisements  must  he  prepaid  .iml  reach  the  Editorial  Secretary  by  the  lOtli  cif  the  month. 
C'hai'ge  :  Menibcrs'  advertisements,  four  words  a  penny  ; Non-Mcmhers,  three  words  a  penny. 

MEMBERS'  ADVERTISEMENTS. 

COLOURED  PLATES:  All  the  plates  that  have  been  issued  up  to  the 
present,  can  be  obtained  uncut  for  framing  at  1/-  each,  with  the  excep- 

tion of  "A  Beautiful  Aviary"  which  are  1/6. 
AppUl  to  The  PuHiJSHEK,  Market  Place,  Ashbourne. 

FOR  SALE  :    The  Bird  Worhl,  12  parts,  all  issued,  as  new,  :^/()  lot. 
Apply  The  PurMSHER. 

"BIRD  NOTES,"  Vols.  I  and  II.  Bound,  in  good  and  clean  condition. 
Vol.  I  is  out  of  print.  Vol.  II  nearly  so.    Offers  invited. 

H.  Willford,  Upland  View,  Havenstreet,  I.  of  W. 

PAIR  BLACK-HEADED  PARRAKEETS  30/-,  pair  Golden-fronted 
Conures  21/-.  pair  Green  Cardinals  40/-,  pair  White  .lavas  (pure  white) 
10/-  1  ditto  (believed  cock)  .')/-,  pair  Long-tailed  Grassfinches  !(>/-,  1 
•  {Inck-headed  Gouldian  hen,  1  red  cock  nested,  Yellow  and  Green 
lindgerigars,  Canar}%  1  cock  Zebra  2/0,  1  hen  Grassfinoh  8/-,  cock 
Pileated  Finch  10/-,  2  Siberian  GoldSnches  7/6  each,  cock  Chinese 
Onails  8/-,  1  Long-tailed  tame  glossy  Starling  30/-,  cock  Virginian 
Nightingale  (taken  1st  and  Special)  3.^/-.  All  fit  to  show  and  accli- 

matised.   Mrs.  Hodgkin,  Sedberch  House,  Kew  Green. 

NON-MEMBERS'  ADVERTISEMENTS. 

FOREIGN  CAGE  BIRDS:     A  collection  of  100  unrivalled  coloured 
plates,  \h%  X  111  inches,  depicting  a  largo  number  of  birds  in  various 
plumages.  65/-.       A  same  collection  British  Cage  Birds  6.")/-.  Speci- men on  1/-  deposit.    P.O.    Pierre,  37,  Beresford-strect,  Cainbcrwell  London. 



JULY,  1910 

The  Foreign  Bird  Club. 

Notices  to  Members. 

Half-tone  Plates:  We  have  exceptional  opportunities  at  the  present 
time  for  securing  most  interesting  photographs  of  bird-life  for  reproduction, 
and  we  trust  memliers  will  remember  the  Illustration  Fund  so  that  we  may 
reproduce  as  many  of  these  as  possible. 

The  Magazine:  The  Hon.  Editor  asks  the  indulgence  of  members, 
both  as  regard  the  last  and  present  issues,  as  owing  to  his  removal  from 
London.  bt)th  issues  have  been  produced  under  unexceptional  difficulties. 

Nesting  Notes :  The  Hon.  Editor  trusts  that  members  will  send  in 

records  of  these,  also  detailed  accounts  where  possible  of  the  life  historj-  of 
breeding-pairs  while  in  their  aviaries,  with  as  full  accounts  as  possible  of  the 
rearing  of  the  young.  Descriptions  of  new  acquisitions  are  of  general  in- 

terest and  we  trust  such  will  be  sent  m. 

Month's  Arrivals :  The  Hon.  Editor  solicits  short  accounts  of  the 
birds  seen  during  visits  to  dealers'  establi.shments,  and  regrets  that  owing  to 
the  aforementioned  cause,  that  they  are  practically  non-existent  in  this 
issue. 

Our  Membership :  There  is  still  need  for  a  strenuous  effort  in  this 
direction,  and  we  once  more  urge  each  member  to  do  what  they  can  that 
our  membership  may  be  greatly  increased.  The  Hon.  Business  Secretary 
will  be  pleased  either  to  send  out  specimen  copies  to  those  likely  to  become 
members,  or  members  can  get  copies  for  this  purpose  on  application  to 
him. 

Members'  Meetings  at  the  Zoo  :  Another  of  these  has  been  arranged 
for  Wednesday,  2l)th  inst.,  rendezvous  Small  Bird  House,  11  a.m.  It  is  sug- 

gested that  a  copy  of  "  Bird  Xotes  "  be  carrier!  as  a  means  of  recognition. 
WESLEY  T.  PAGE,  Hon.  Editor. 
H.  WILLFORD,  Ifon.  Bii.^iiiens  Sec 

Proposed  for  Election  as  Members. 

Master  R.  de  Quincy  Quincy,  Inglewood,  Chiselhurst,  Kent. 
B//  H.  W.  Mathias,  recoiumeiideil  hij  yirx.  Hotrard  W/Hiiuiix. 

Countess  C.  V.  Hahn,  192,  Walpole  Road,  Wimbledon,  Surrey. 

Bf/  B.  Ifo/lhis. 
Dr.  C.  Sterckmans,  28,  Rue  de  la  Station,  Louvain,  Belgium. 

Bi/  R.  Paarreh. 

New  Members  Elected. 

Mrs.  Stanley  Flower,  Longfield,  Tring,  Herts. 
B.  Hamilton  Scott,  Hamildean,  Ipswich. 
Miss  G.  F.  Chawner,  Forest  Bank,  Lyndhurst,  Hants. 
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Changes  and  Corrections  of  Address. 

]\Ir.s.  Howard  Williams,  Oatlands,  Suiidridge,  Bromley,  Kent. 
C.  S.  R.  Perring,  1,  Walpole  Road,  Twickenham. 

The  Bird  Market. 

All  advertisements  must  be  i>repaid  and  reach  the  Editorial  Secretary  by  the  10th  of  the  month. 
Charge  :  Members'  advertisements,  four  words  a  penny  ; Non-ilembers,  three  words  a  penny. 

MEMBERS'  ADVERTISEMENTS. 

C(JLOURED  PLATES:  Allthe  plates  that  have  been  issued  up  to  the 
present,  can  be  obtained  uncut  for  framing  at  1/-  each,  with  the  excep- 

tion of  "A  Beautiful  Aviary"  which  are  1/6. Apph/  to  The  Publishek,  Market  Place,  Ashbourne. 

FOR  SALE  :    The  Bird  World,  12  parts,  all  issued,  as  new,  3/6  lot. 
Appli/  The  Puiu.isHKR. 

"BIRD  NOTES,"  Vols.  I  and  II.  Bound,  in  good  and  clean  condition. Vol.  I  is  out  of  print,  Vol.  II  nearly  so.    Offers  invited. 
H.  Willford,  Upland  View,  Havenstreet,  I.  of  W. 

FOR  SALE— RARE  PARRAKEETS,  etc.— Mr.  Hubert  D.  Astley  must 
part  with  surplus  stock,  all  in  splendid  condition,  parrakeets  wintered 
in  out-door  aviaries.  The  following  in  i)airs — only  one  of  each  species 
— Crimson-wings,  female  one  drooping  wing,  £5.  Many-colours 
£2  10s.  Stanley's  £4.  Single  males  :  Rock  Pebbler  £2.  Two  "  Splen- 

did "  Rosellas  rare)  £4.  Pennant  fjO/-.  Port  Lincoln  50/-.  Breeding 
pair  Magpie  Tanagers.  have  hatched  young  but  not  i-eared,  £6  (very 
rare).  Three  fine  1910  Grey-winged  Ouzels  (one  male  and  two  fe- 

males) 60/-.  Tame  cock  Red-legged  Cul)an  Thrush  {Miinocichhi  riih- 
ripcs)  50/-.  Cuban  Blue  Mocking  Thrush  (.)/.  ca'rii/esce>isj  £2.  No 
dealers,  or  exchange. — Benham- Valence,  Newbury. 

WANTED  :  Hen  Hooded  Siskin.  Pairs  :  Quail,  Violet-Eared,  Black-faced, 
Dufresne's,  Ruddy,  and  any  rare  Finches.  Also  Bourke  Parrakeets. — Pickles,  Stoneyhurst,  Morecombe. 

HOME  AV ANTED  for  cock  Avadavat,  healthy  and  thoroughly  acclimatised, 
but  sliglitly  pecked  on  neck  bj'  Lavender  Finch  with  whom  it  was 
kept  and  did  not  agree. — Miss  Greevin,  29,  Queensborough  Terrace, 
London,  W. 

WANTED  :  Pair  Blue-winged  Lovebirds,  Hen  Rosy  Pastor,  Pair  Common 
Cardinals,  Pair  Rosellas. — Philip  Gosse,  Beaulieu,  Hants. 

FOR  SALE  :  Perfect  pairs  Black-headed  Sibias  £5,  Silvery-crowned  Friar 
Birds  (very  rare)  £10,  Peaceful  Doves  15/-,  Moustache  Parrakeets, 
perfect  plumage,  cocks,  20/-  each,  Rosellas,  hens,  20/-  each.  Budgeri- 

gars, pairs  6/-,  unsexed  j'ouiig  1/6  each. — W.  T.  Page,  Glenfield,  (xra- 
ham  Avenue,  Mitcham,  Surrey. 

FOR  SALE  :  Pair  of  Diamond  Doves. — Payne,  12,  Westgate  Buildings, 
Bath. 

INSECTILE  MIXTURE  :  In  response  to  numerous  requests  I  am  willing 
to  supply  members  with  soft-food  mixture  at  1/6  per  lb.  carriage  for- 

wards, from  my  own  supply. — W.  T.  Page,  Glentield,  Graham  Avenue, 
Mitcham,  Surrey. 
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AUGUST,  1910 

The  Foreign  Bird  Club. 

Notices  to  Members. 

Unpaid  Subscriptions :  There  are  still  a  few  of  these  unpaid,  and  I 
trust  those  who  still  have  overlooked  them,  will  accept  this  as  a  reminder 
and  send  a  remittance  at  once  to  our  esteemed  Hon.  Treasurer,  and  thus 

save  both  his  time  and  the  club's  funds  in  making  further  ai^plications  for 
same.  We  may  add  that  the  prompt  payment  of  subscriptions  is  necessary 
for  the  facile  working  of  the  club,  as  illustrations  etc.  have  to  be  prepared  in 
advance.  A  little  thought  in  this  respect  will  save  the  Honorary  Officials 
much  needless  correspondence  and  inconvenience. 

Members'  Gatlierings  at  the  Zoo :  The  last  of  these  for  this  year  will 
take  place  on  Saturday,  September  17th.  Rendezvous  :  Small  Birds'  House, 
at  2-30  p.m.  A  copy  of  "  B.N."  carried  in  the  hand  forms  a  ready  means  of 
recoernition. 

The  Show  Season :  Members  attention  is  specially  directed  to  the 
rules  etc.  relating  to  same  at  end  of  inset. 

WESLEY  T.  PAGE,  Hon.  Editor. 
H.  WILLFORD,  Ilnn.  Bnsinps^s  Sec. 

Month's  Arrivals. 

There  has  been  quite  an  influx  of  Tanagers  on  the  market  during  the 

past  month — I  received  the  following  :  "  I  have  a  consignment  of  100  Tana- 
gers— Magpies,  All  Green,  Festive,  Blue,  Olive — about  20  varieties — would 

you  like  to  come  and  see  them  ?  J.  D.  Hamlyn."  Unfortunately  I  was 
unable  to  get  there  for  about  a  week  and  the  rarer  species  were  then  sold, 
but  there  was  still  a  fair  number  of  Blues,  Tricolour,  Superb,  Magpie 
Green,  etc. 

That  well-known  dealer,  A.  E.  Jamrach,  has  received  a  consignment 
of  Flamingoes,  Rufous  Tinaraous,  Bell  Birds,  Californian  Quail,  Concave- 

casqued  Hornbills,  Hooded  Cranes,  Rheas,  Haast's  Apteryx,  Whit«  Peafowl and  Griffin  Vultures. 

The  various  dealers  have  been  offering — some  of  the  species  are  still 
on  sale — the  following  numerous  species  of  Tanagers  : — Festive,  Blue,  Tri- 

colour, Scarlet,  Rufous-thi-oated,  Violet,  Copper-headed,  All  Green,  Neck- 
lace, Golden-shouldered,  Superb,  Petri's,  etc.  Various  species  of  Sugar 

Birds  have  also  been  on  offer,  together  with  many  uncommon  species  of 
Troupials,  Buntings,  Parrakeets,  etc.  W.T.P. 
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Iiuligos  anil  Xonpurc  ils  :  Our  esteemed  mcnihcr,  A.  SntclilVe,  informs 
nie  that  a  coiisigiiment  of  thirty  Indigos  and  Nonpareils  have  just  conie  to 

hand.  Just  on  going  to  jiress  a  second  consignment  of  .'500  bird  has  come 
to  hand,  princii)ally  Spermoiihiloe.  Jacarini  Finches,  Cowbirds,  and  various 
l<jU])honias—  fuller  details  v  ill  l>e  given  in  next  issue.  W.T.P. 

New  Members  Elected. 

Master  R.  de  Quincy  Quiney,  Inglowood,  ("hiselhurst,  Kent. 
Countess  C.  V.  Hahn,  192,  Walpole  Road,  Wiml)ledon,  Surrey. 
Dr.  C.  Sterckmans,  28,  Rue  de  la  Station,  Lonvain,  Belgium. 

Proposed  for  Election  as  Members. 

Miss  L.  Sturton  Johnson,  Orotava  House,  Ore,  Nr.  Hastings. 
B;/  Mix.  ITartlei/. S.  L.  Soutlicombe,  Heskin,  Birch  Grove,  Taunton. 

J}/j  the  lion.  Business  Secretary. 
S.  Watson,  37.  Tithebarn  Street,  Preston. 
Mrs.  G.  D.  Lee,  Hartwell  House,  Aylesbury. 

By  the  lion.  Editor. 

Changes  and  Corrections  of  Address. 

N.  S.  O'Reilly,  2,  West  Terrace  Mansions,  Folkestone. 

The  Bird  Market. 

All  advertisements  must  be  prepaid  and  reach  the  Editorial  Secretary  by  the  10th  of  the  month. 
Charge  ;  Members'  advertisements,  four  words  a  penny  \ 

Non-Members,  three  words  a  penny. 

MEMBERS'  ADVERTISEMENTS. 

COLOURED  PLATES  :  All  the  plates  that  have  been  issued  up  to  the 
present,  can  be  obtained  uncut  for  framing  at  1/-  each,  with  the  excep- 

tion of  "A  Beautiful  Aviary"  which  are  1/6. 
Apply  to  The  Publisheu,  Market  Place,  Ashbourne. 

FOR  SALE  :    The  Bird  World,  12  parts,  all  issued,  as  new,  3/6  lot. 
Apjily  The  Publisher. 

'BIRD  NOTES,"  Vols.  I  and  II.  Bound,  in  good  and  clean  condition. Vol.  I  is  out  of  print.  Vol.  TI  nearly  so.    Otfers  invited. 
H.  Willford,  Upland  View,  Havenstreet,  I.  of  W. 

FOR  CHEAP  CHOICE  CARNATIONS 
(Borders,  Americans,  Malmaisons). 

Apply  to  HAYWARD  MATHIAS,  Medstead,  Hants. 
For  his  defcriptive  CATALOGUE. 
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WANTED:  Acclimatized  Hcii  CordDii  I51(jn.  IT.  Mutliias,  Slul)l)iiiKt(>ii, 
Hants. 

WANTED  :  '2  Hen  Grenadier  Weavers,  2  Hen  Napoleon  Weavers,  Hen 
Cutthroat,  also  Hen  Zebra  Dove  in  exchange  for  cock.  Captain 
Reeve,  Leadenham,  Lincoln. 

FOR  SALE  :  2  Hen  Brush-Bronze-wing  Pigeons — imported  birds — 12/1) 
each.    Lewis,  Corstorphine,  Rydc,  1.  of  W. 

PRIVATE  IMPORTATION  :  Pairs,  Jacarini  Finches— 12/G,  Slaty 
Finches — 10/-.  Black-headed  Lined  Finches,  15/-,  Brown  Finches 
(undefined) — 6/-,  Silky  Cowbirds— 7/6.  R.  Suggitt,  Suggitt's  Lane, Cleethorpes,  Lines. 

WANTED  :  Hen  Aurora  Finch.  J.  C.  W.  Meadows,  17,  Cardiff  Road, 
Luton. 

VOL.  II. — Bird  Notes,  unbound  but  complete  and  clean — 15/-.  Rare  Black- 
throated  Thrush— 25/-.,  Green  Guiana  Lovebird— 20/.,  both  cocks, 
acclimatised  and  healthy.  Miss  Peddie  Waddell,  Balquhatstone, 
Slamannan,  Stirlingshire. 

INSECTILE  MIXTURE  :  In  response  to  numerous  requests  I  am  willing 
to  supply  members  with  soft-food  mixture  at  1/G  per  lb.  carriage  for- 

ward, from  my  own  supply. — W.  T.  Page,  Glenfield,  Graham  Avenue, 
Mitcham,  Surrey. 

GREY- WINGED  OUZEL,  1909,  aviary  bred  cock,  good  songster,  25/ — W. 
T.  Page,  Glenfield,  Graham  Avenue,  Mitcham,  Surrey. 

CAYMAN  ISLAND  PARROT,  privately  imported  sixmonths  ago,  splen- 
did condition,  just  over  moult. — E.  W.  Harper,  6,  Ashburnham  Road, Bedford. 

PAIRS,  Grey  Waxbill  2/- ;  Orange-cheeks  2/- ;  Orange-breasts  4/G  ;  2  Hen 
Cordons  3/-  each  ;  6  Cock  Cutthroats  for  4/6  ;  Cock  Crimson  Finch 
30/- ;  all  thoroughly  hardy  and  in  perfect  condition,  out  of  doors. 
Also  Cuban  Trogon,  Hen  Grand  Eclectus,  Chattering  Lory,  acclima- 

tised and  hardy. — Hadley,  Draper,  Burton-on-Trent. 

NON-MEMBERS'  ADVERTISEMENTS. 

WANTED  :  Pair  Red-headed  Gouldians  for  breeding,  from  out-door  aviary. 
Moderate  Price.    Mrs.  Travis,  Pedmore  Grange,  Stourbridge. 

The  Coming  Show  Season. 

At  a  meeting  held  at  the  last  Crystal  Palace  Sliow  the  wish  was  ex- 
pressed by  several  exhibiting  members  that  the  Cups  should  be  given  for 

points  ;  so  it  was  agreed  to  leave  it  to  the  Show  Committee  to  alter  the  rules, 
which  now  read  as  under.    The  Medals  will  still  be  given  for  the  Best  Bird. 

The  Committee  hope  that  members  will  be  more  generous  in  their  sup- 
to  shows  having  our  patronage  this  season,  as  one  show  has  already  returned 
from  six  to  three  classes  through  lack  of  support. 



Regulations  as  to  Club  Medals  and  Cup. 

Made  hi/  the  Show  Committee  of  the  CoKiic'd. 

1.  — All  Me  lais  shall  be  given  for  Best  Bird. 

2.  — Members  exhibiting  at  Shows  where  Club  Medals  are  given,  aiiist  place 

the  initials  "  F.B.C."  after  each  entry  on  the  entry  form,  and  request 
the  Secretary  to  insert  the  same  in  the  Show  Catalogue. 

3.  — No  member  shall  win  more  than  two  Medals  in  one  season — one  silver 
and  one  bronze — or  more  than  one  Medal  at  the  same  Show. 

4.  — No  Medal  shall  be  given  at  any  Show,  unless  the  Classification  and  the 
name  of  the  Judge  be  first  submitted  to  and  approved  by  the  Com- 

mittee. Preference  shall  be  given  to  Shows  at  which  the  Club's 
Classification  is  adopted  and  one  of  the  Club's  Judges  appointed. 

5.  — No  Medal  shall  be  given  at  any  Show,  where  less  than  three  Classes  for 
Foreign  Birds  are  provided,  and  no  Silver  Medal  where  less  than  six 
Classes.  The  Show  Committee  reserve  the  right  of  waiving  this 
number  at  their  discretion. 

6.  — Medals  given  at  Open  Show.s  only.    Birds  in  Members'  Classes  shall  not 
compete. 

7.  — The  London  Silver  Cup  will  be  offered  for  competition  at  any  Show, 
held  in  the  London  Postal  District  having  our  patronage  where  ten  or 
more  classes  are  given. 

(a)    The  Provincial  Silver  Cup  will  be  offered  for  Competition  at  any 
Provincial  Show  having  our  patronage  where  six  or  more  classes 
are  given. 

8.  — The  Cups  are  to  be  won  three  times  (not  necessarily  in  succession), 
before  becoming  the  property  of  the  winner,  and  to  be  given  for  most 
points  gained  by  a  member  throughout  the  season  at  Shows  where 
the  Cups  are  offered  for  competition. 

9.  — Members  competing  for  the  C>ip  must  nominate  not  more  than  three 

birds,  by  writing  the  word  '"Cup"  after  each  competing  bird.  If 
members  nominate  more  than  three  birds,  they  will  be  disqualified  for 
that  Show,  and  only  birds  in  the  money  will  count  for  points. 

10.  — No  Medal  or  Cup  shall  be  awarded  at  any  Show  unless  at  least  three 
members  compete,  and  points  for  the  Cup  will  not  be  counted,  if 
more  than  one  class  is  cancelled. 

11.  — Points  for  the  Cup  to  count  as  follows  :  1st,  G  points,  2nd,  5  points,  and 
one  point  off  for  each  lower  award.  Should  a  tie  take  place  the 
member  taking  the  most  prize  money  to  win  the  special. 

12.  — Any  point  arising  that  is  not  provided  for  in  the  above,  will  be  dealt  with 
by  the  Show  Committee. 

S.  M.  TOWNSEND. 
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SEPTEMBER,  1910. 

The  Foreign  Bird  Club. 

Notices  to  Members. 

Nesting  Notes  and  Breeding  Records :  We  urge  upon  all  members  to 
send  in  notes  of  their  birds  during  the  past  season,  even  mere  attempts  and 
partial  successes,  as  well  as  complete  success  in  the  rearing  of  young,  are  all 
alike  full  of  instruction  and  interest.  Moreover  as  there  are  still  many 
comparatively  common  or  well  known  species  that  have  not  yet  been  bred 
in  this  country,  members  who  do  not  keep  lists  of  such  records,  may  find 
themselves  entitled  to  a  medal  for  breeding  a  species  or  hybrid  for  the 
first  time  in  Great  Britain. 

Aviaries  and  Birds :  These  still  continue  one  of  the  most  interesting 
features  of  our  club  Journal,  and  from  correspondence  received  there  is  still 
a  call  for  more.  Will  those  who  have  not  yet  contributed  notes  on  their 
aviaries  and  birds,  kindly  do  so  ? 

Meetings  at  tlie  Zoo :  The  last  of  these  for  the  current  year  will  take 

place  on  Saturday,  September  17th.  Rendezvous  :  Small  Birds'  House  at 
2-30  p.m.  A  copy  of  "  B.N."  carried  in  the  hand  forms  a  ready  means  of 
recognition. 

Accounts  of  Uncommon  Species :  Our  esteemed  member,  Mr.  W.  H. 
Pickles  has  writtea  stating  tluit  he  is  sure  many  members  would  like  the 
descriptions  of  rare  or  uncommon  species  to  be  given  in  our  Journal  from 
time  to  time,  so  that  when  such  reach  the  market  they  may  be  recognised. 
We  shall  be  only  too  pleased  to  give  effect  thereto,  and  it  appears  to  us  that 
the  mo.st  practical  means  of  doing  so,  would  be  for  members  to  send  in  the 
names  of  such  species  as  they  would  like  described,  and  then  as  soon  as 
practical  the  description  would  appear. 

WESLEY  T.  PAGE,  Hon.  Editor. 
H.  WILLFORD,  Hon.  Bus.  Sec. 

Editorial. 

(See  page  268  in  body  of  Magazine). 

Our  Responsibility  :  We  would  again  draw  our  members'  attention 
to  the  conditions  of  importation  and  also  the  housing  of  birds  in  many 

dealers'  shops,  some  of  which  are  mere  hotbeds  of  in  fection).  We  cannot  ade- 
quately deal  with  the  subject  in  this  issue,  as  only  just  on  going  to  press  has 

the  matter  been  brought  to  our  notice  again,  and  we  think  much  good  could 
be  done  by  discussing  the  matter  in  our  pages — a  7iome  de  plume  could  be 
used  by  any  who  preferred  to  remain  i7icog/iita — and  we  hope  many  will  give 
their  views  and  experiences. 

One  thing  is  quite  clear,  the  responsibility  is  ours,  if  there  were  no 
buyers  thei-e  certainh/  would  be  no  sellers,  and  as  a  body  we  certainlj'  ought  to 
see  that  needless  suffering  is  not  inflicted  upon  the  birds  with  our  cognizance. 
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The  issue  is  very  simple,  for  the  matter  is  in  our  own  hands,  and  under 
our  control,  so  far  as  conditions  in  this  country  are  concerned — we  have 
simply  to  have  no  transactions  with  any  dealer  who  does  not  keep  his  birds 
under  humane  conditions,  or  properly  pack  them  for  transit,  or  who  habitu- 

ally sends  out  such,  that  the  majority  die  shortly  after  receipt. 
To  keep  a  large  number  of  birds  crowded  together  and  leave  them  to 

"wallow  in  their  own  filth"  no  matter  how  they  be  fed  or  watered,  is  simply 
hrutal,  and  our  duty  is  quite  clear,  viz.,  to  report  at  once  all  such  cases  to 
the  R.S.P.C.A, 

Month's  Arrivals. 
Private  Importation  : —On  August  8th  Mr.  A  Sutcliffe  and  I 

received  from  the  West  Indies  a  rather  large  consignment  of  birds. 
They,  however,  were  not  what  we  expected.  It  is  very  annoying 
to  get  a  quantity  and  find  they  are  practically  all  duplicates  of 
what  you  already  possess:  there  were  192  Einches,  amongst 
them  being  6  Fire  Red  Finches,  21  Guttural  Finches,  33  Jacarini 
Finches  8  Tropical  Seed  Finches,  32  Blackheaded  Lined  Finches, 
1  Thick-billed  Seed  Finch,  2  Buntings  in  immature  plumage,  still 
to  be  identified,  the  remainder  being  Grey  Finches  (Spermophila 
grisea)  a  very  fine  songster,  one  yellow  Hangnest,  one  orange 
ditto,  one  Mocking  Bird,  4  Blue  and  2  Palm  Tanagers,  23  Cowbirds, 
and  57  Euphonias,  violacea  miiiuta,  trinitatis ;  and  on  August 
26th  two  pairs  of  Nonpareil  Buntings,  25  Indigo  Buntings,  and 

one  hen  Parva  Finch  (Spermophila  parva).  The  expenses  of  im- 
portation are  very  heavy,  and  the  mortality  in  the  hands  of  the 

ship's  butcher  is  a  factor  to  be  reckoned  with.  The  minimum 
charge  is  20s.  per  cage,  and  a  like  sum  for  the  butcher.  When 
you  specially  stipulate  that  they  must  not  be  crowded,  you  must 
allow  Is.  6d.  per  head  of  living  arrivals  for  transit  purposes,  and 
to  be  able  to  send  duplicates  to  a  dealer  you  should  purcliase  at 
2s.  6d.  per  pair.  The  majority  of  the  birds,  however,  cannot  he 
purchased  for  double  this  figure,  so  that  this  consignment  has  bee.i 
verj'  unsatisfactory  and  disappointing. 

E.  S. 

At  the  Zoo  :  Among  other  interesting  arrivals  we  may  mention  three 
specimens  presented  by  our  esteemed  member  Dr.  E.  Hopkinson,  viz.  :  Ox 
Bird  (Texlor  alector),  Variegated  Turaco  ( Schizoris  africana),  and  a  Double- 
spurred  Francolin  (FraiwoUns  bicalcaratus).  The  above  are  located  in  the 
western  aviary,  and  some  notes  concerning  the  Variegated  Turaco  will  be 
found  in  this  issue  under  "  Birds  of  Gambia  "  and  of  the  Ox  Bird  in  the  same 
series  (Vol.  viii,  p.  39). 

Ross's  Plaintain-eater  (M(tsopha<ja  rnss(e)  :  A  fine  pair  of  this  rare 
species  from  Uganda— the  first  to  reach  this  country  alive— have  been  pre- 

sented to  the  Zoo,  by  Mr.  L.  M.  Seth-Smith,  and  are  now  located  in  one  of 
the  flights  of  the  Small  Birds'  House  ;  they  are  well  worth  a  visit,  being  not 
only  very  rare,  but  an  exceeding  beautiful  and  brilliantly  clad  species. 
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Changes  and  Corrections  of  Address. 

F.  Finn,  B.A.,  F.Z.S.,  3G  St.  George's  Koad,  Regent's  Park,  London,  N.W. H.  K.  Picard,  298  West  End  Lane,  London,  N.W. 
Mrs.  Alice,  S.  Mahon,  Brookhili,  Claremorris,  Ireland. 

Illustration  Fund. 

The  Committee  thankfully  acknowledge  the  following  donations  to 
the  Illustration  Fund  : — s.  d. 

Miss  C.  Haddon    7  6 
W.  H.  Pickles    5  0 

New  Members  Elected. 

Miss  L.  Sturton  Johnson,  Orotava  House,  Ore,  Nr.  Hastings. 
S.  L.  Southcombe,  Heskin,  Birch  Grove,  Taunton. 
S.  Watson,  37,  Tithebarn  Street,  Preston. 
Mrs.  E.  D.  Lee,  Hartwell  House,  Aylesbury. 

Note  — Mrs.  E.  D.  Lee  was  proposed  by  the  Hon  Lady  Harvy,  and  not 
by  the  Hon.  Editor,  as  printed. 

Proposed  for  Election  as  Members. 
Miss  Nellie  Hadden,  F.Z.S.,  13  Stanford  Road,  Kensington,  London,  W. 

By  Mrs.  Skudeij  Flower. 
L.  G.  Chiozza  Money,  Tj'hurst,  Chaldon,  Surrey. 

By  R.  Suggitt. 
Sydney  Williams,  F.Z.S.,  Holland  Lodge,  Edmonton. 

By  H.  Goodchild 
K.  A.  Appleby,  Post  Office  of  India,  Arrisitar,  Punjab,  India. 

By  Capt.  Perr'ea?/,  F.Z.S. 
The  Bird  Market. 

All  advertisements  must  be  prepaid  and  reach  the  Editorial  Secretary  by  the  IfttU  of  the  month. 
Charge  :  Members'  advertisements,  four  words  a  penny  ; 

Non-Members,  three  woi-ds  a  penny. 

MEMBERS'  ADVERTISEMENTS. 
COLOURED  PLATES  :  All  the  plates  that  have  been  issued  up  to  the 

present,  can  be  obtained  Uncut  for  framing  at  1/-  each,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  "  A  Beautiful  Aviary"  which  are  1/6. Apply  to  The  Pui!I-I8HKi<,  Market  Place,  Ashbourne. 

FOR  SALE  :    The  Bird  World,  12  parts,  all  issued,  as  new,  .^./fi  lot. 
Apply  The  Publisher. 

'BIRD  NOTES,"  Vols.  I  and  IL  Bound,  in  good  and  clean  condition. Vol.  I  is  out  of  print,  Vol.  II  nearly  so.    Offers  Invited. 
H.  Willford,  Upland  View,  Havenstreet,  I.  of  W. 

PRIVATE  IMPORTATION  :  Pairs,  Jacarini  Finches— 12/6,  Grey 
Finches — ( S/irrmophila  grinea),  9s.  Black-headed  Lined  Finches,  15/-. 
Silky  Cowbirds— 7/6.  Guttural  Finches,  15/-.  Tropical  Seed  Finches, 
15/-.    Approval.    R.  Suggitt,  Suggitt's  Lane,  Cleethorpes,  Lines. FOR  SALE  :  Cock  and  Hen  Shama.  2  Gold-fronted  Green  Bulbuls  (Chlor 
opsin  aiir/fro/ts),  1  true  pair  Red-whiskered  Bulbuls  {Otocumpxa  fiisci- 
caiiduta),  2  young  of  same,  1  true  pair  White-eared  Bulbuls  M(d pastes 
leurotift,  2  young  of  same,  1  true  pair  Pekin  Robins,  2  Pekin  Robins 
(all  imported  by  owner).  Healthy  and  very  tame.  Giving  up  aviary. 
No  dealers.    Mahon,  Brookhili,  Claremorris,  Ireland. 
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PAIR  English  Bred  Californian  Quail,  15/-,  or  exchange.     Wm.  Shore- 
Baily,  Boyers  House,  Westbury,  Wilts. 

FOR  CHEAP  CHOICE  CARNATIONS 
(Borders,  Americans,  Malmaisons). 

Apply  to  HAYWARD  MATHIAS,  Medstead,  Hants. 
For  his  descriptive  CATALOGUE. 

INSECTILE  MIXTURE  :  In  response  to  numerous  requests  I  am  willing 
to  supply  members  with  soft-food  mixture  at  1/t)  per  lb.  carriage  for- 

ward, from  my  own  supply. — W.  T.  Page,  Glenfield,  Graham  Avenue, 
Mitcham,  Surrey. 

GREY- WINGED  OUZEL,  1909,  aviary  bred  cock,  good  songster,  25/ — W. 
T.  Page,  Glenfield,  Graham  Avenue,  Mitcham,  Surrey. 

WANTED  :   Yellow  Cock  Budgerigar.    Exchange  Yellow    Hen.  Lady 
Maiden,  Soulbury,  Leighton  Buzzard. 

FOR    SALE  :   Hen  Bronze-wing  Pigeon  12/6,   four  Triangular-spotted 
Pigeons  10/-  each.    Lewis,  Corstorphine,  Ryde,  I.  of  W. 

List  of  Coloured  Plates 

(By  request),  which  have  been  published  in  Binl  Notes.    Is.  each,  with 
the  exception  of  a  "Beautiful  Aviary,"  which  is  Is.  6d. 
Tricolour        Tanager  Gouldian  Finch 
Black-backed         ,,  Waxwing 
Gold  and  Green     ,,  Bronze  Cuckoo 
Superb                 ,,  Group  of  Spcrmojihilae 
Blue  and  Maroon  „  ISIexican  or  (irecn  Jay 
Black-cheeked       „  Great  or  (Jiant  Barbet 
Indian  Roller  Cuban  Trogou 
Blue-tailed  Fruit  Pigeon  Leclancher  or  Rainbow  Bunting 
Golden-crowned  Conure  Flame-breasted  Flower  Pecker 
Hawk-headed  Caique  Orange-flanked  Parrakeet 
Green-billed  Toucan  Senegal  Parrot 
Yellow-winged  Sugar  Bird  Violet  or  Dusky  Parrot 
Colombian  and  Hooded  Siskins  Uvajan  Parrot 
Vinaceous  Firefinch  Black-winged  Lory 
Yellow  Sparrow  Stella's  Lm-y Pain  I.  d  Finch  A  Beautilul  Aviary  (1/(5) 
Sepoy  Finch  Blue-billed  Weaver 

Black  and  Yellow  (Creeper 

THE  SHOW  SEASON. 

The  Show  Committee  have  granted  our  patronage  to  the  following 
shows.    Other  shows  receiving  same  will  be  announced  later. 

The  Show  Committee  wish  to  point  out  to  members  that  by  exhibit- 
ing at  shows  advertised  in  the  Magazine,  they  are  helping  the  Club,  as  all 

advertisements  are  paid  for. 
Members  are  reminded  that  they  must  put  F.B.C.  after  each  entry,  as 

it  is  impossible  for  a  Secretary  who  does  not  know  anything  about  our 
membership  to  give  a  complete  list  to  the  judge  otherwise. 

Norwich.— October  6th,  and  7th:  Classification  for  four  classes  for 
Foreign  Birds.  One  Bronze  Medal,  judge  Mr.  J.  Robson.  Schedules 
from  Mr.  R.  Roll,  58,  York  Street,  Norwich. 

Rochdale. — October  2 1st,  and  22nd  :  Classification  for  three  classes 
for  Foreign  Birds.    One  Bronze  Medal,  judge  Mr.  C  A.  House.  Schedules 
from  Mr.  M.  Blincoe,  160,  Drake  Street.  Rochdale. 
3  Swift  Street,  S.  M.  TOWNSEND, 

Fulham,  S.W.  Hon.  Exhibitional  Sec. 



OCTOBER.  1910 

The  Foreign  Bird  Club. 

Notices  to  Members. 

Important:—  From  many  quarters  there  has  come  the  express- 
ion of  a  desire  for  a  Club  Dinner  either  at  the  Horticultui'al 

Hall  on  the  occasion  of  the  L.C.B.A.  show  November  25th  to  28th, 
or  at  the  Crystal  Palace  L.P.O.S.  Show  in  February  next,  or  both. 
AVill  members  kindly  communicate  to  us  their  views.  Time  is 
very  short  for  the  Horticultural  Hall,  so  in  this  case  we  must 
ask  all  who  could  attend  a  club  dinner  there  to  communicate  with 
the  Hon,  Editor  at  once,  stating  views  as  to  which  day,  time,  etc. 
If  there  is  a  sufficient  response,  arrangements  will  be  made  and 
details  aiinnuiiced  in  November  issue  of  the  Club  Journal. 

Club  Breeding  Medals :  -  These  will  be  distributed  early  in 
NovemlxT 

BREEDING  RECORDS:  —  Many  interesting  events  go  un- 
recorded, or  only  get  heard  of  by  chance.  We  wish  to  urge  that 

Bird  Notes  is  a  Ci.ub  ,  Jouexal,  and  that  a  large  part  of  its 

space  should  be  given  up  to  accounts  of  and  doings  in  members' 
aviaries — there  are  many  members  from  whom  we  n'ever  hear.  Alay 
re  ask  all  to  pause  and  think,  what  interesting  volumes  would  be 
produced  if  each  member  sent  an  annual  record  of  their  aviary  or 
birdioom.  Those  possessing  numerous  aviaries  and  large  collec- 

tions of  birds  would  of  course  send  as  hitherto  and  as  often  as  their 
convenience  permitted.  We  desire,  however,  to  emphasize  the  fact, 
that  the  purpose  of  our  interesting  and  progressive  Club  Journal 
will  never  he  fu^ly  filled,  if  members  take  up  the  position  that 
only  the  breeding  of  rare,  uncommon,  or  "  first-timers  in-this- 
country "  are  worth  a  place  in  our  Journal.  We  repeat  that  the 
purpose  of  our  existence  is  mutual  help,  and  to  place  on  record  the 
results  of  aviculture  in  our  aviaries,  etc. — these  are  of  scientific 
interest.  This  can  only  be  achieved  as  indicated  above — by  annual 
records  which  cover  the  common  place  (so  called),  rare  and  first- 
time  records  in  our  aviaries  and  birdrooms.  Such,  with  the  able 

and  continued  series,  such  as  "Birds  of  Gambia,"  and  others,'~which 
regularly  appear  will  consummate  our  aim  that  Bird  Notes  is 
and  will  continue  a  LIVE  JOURNAL. 

We  press   for  the  hearty  co-oneration   of  all  to   this  end. 
Hon.  Editor,  Wesley  T.  Page. 
Hon.  Bus.  Sec.  Henry  Willford. 

Month's  Arrivals. 
Some  uncommon  birds  have  been  on  offer  during  the  month, 

and  in  many  instances  are  still  obtainable.  The  well-known  dealer 
Jamrach  has  offered  me  quite  recently  Scarlet  Ibis  (in  colour), 
Snowy  Egret,  White  Peafowl,  Montezuma  Quails,  Californian  Crested 
Quails,  Cariama,  White-faced  Whistling  Ducks,  Black-headed  Geese, 
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Hybrid  Snow  Geese,  Nutcrakers,  Alpine  Choughs,  Blue-bearded 
Jay,  Mexican  and  Peruvian  Jays,  Blue  Mountain  and  Scaly-breasted 

Lorikeets,  Adelaide  and  Tovi  Tarrakeets,  St.  Thomas's  and  Brnwn- throated  Conures,  Red  and  Yellow  Macaws,  Cape  Colies,  Rufous  and 
spotted  Tinamous.  W.T.P, 

Our  esteemed  Hon.  Business  Secretary  (Air.  Willford)  has 
received  several  consignments  of  Tanagers,  among  which  are  the 
following:  Archbishop,  Blue,  Scarlet,  Black,  Superb,  Magpie,  Olive, 
and  Violet — all  in  pairs;  also  Green-billed  Toucans,  Bare-throated 
Bell  Birds,  Violet-eared  Waxbills,  Cuban  Finches,  Yellow -lieadod 
Reed  Birds,  Jacarini  and  Black-headed  Lined  Finches,  etc.  W.T.P. 

I  have  been  unable  to  make  a  round  of  the  dealers'  shops, 
but  from  a  glance  through  adverts,  and  circulars  sent,  the  usual 
Waxbills,  Ornamental  Finches,  Grassfinches,  etc.,  are  all  on  .sale 

at  the  principle  dearlers'  establishments,  viz.,  De  Von,  Willsons. 
Hamlyn,  B.  Hollins,  and  others.  W.T.P. 

Privatk  Importation:  In  my  notes  in  last  issue  I  oramited 
to  include  a  creeper  (Cerlliiola  luteola)  which,  I  believe  to  be  new 
to  British  aviculture.  It  is  very  similar  to  the  Black  and  Yellow 
Creeper  (C.  flaveola)  of  which  a  coloured  plate  appeared  in  June 
issue  of  current  volume.  From  the  descriptions  of  the  two  species 
in  the  B.M.  Catalogue,  it  would  appear  that  luteola  only  differ.-^ 
in  having  less  white  on  the  wings  and  outer  tail  feathers  the 
measurements  vary,  but  this  may  be  owing  to  stretched  skins,  how- 

ever, I  qoute  them:  luteola  4.3  inches,  wing  2. .3,  tail  1..5  flari'nla 
4  inches,  wing  2. .3,  tail  4  inches.  U.S. 

Illustration  Fund. 

The  Committee  thankfully  acknowledge  the  following  donation.? 
to  Illustration  Fund: 

Mrs.  K.  Leslie  Miller    £2     0  0 

Proposed  for  Election  as  Members. 
R.   A.  Newley,   24  Stockwell  Green,  London,  S.  W., 

Bv  J.  Fro^tu'l-. Jeffrey  Walsh,  Pheasant  Aviaries,  Blackburn. 

By  J.  M.  W'dsh. 
Mrs.  Stuart -Wortley,  Dock  House,  Beaulieu,  Hants. 

By  Dr.   r.  Gosfe. 

New  Members  Elected. 
Miss  Nellie  Hadden,  F.Z.S.,  13  Stanford  Road,  Kensingion,  London,  W- 
L.  G.  Chiozza  Money,  Tj'hnrst,  Chaldon,  Surrey. 
Sydney  WilHaras,  F.Z.S.,  Holland  Lodge,  Edmonton. 
K.  A.  Appleby,  Post  Office  of  India,  Arrisitar,  Punjab,  India. 

Changes  and  Corrections  of  Address* 
Miss  Nellie  Hadden,  Hotel  des  Bains,  Heiwan,  Egypt. 



The  Bird  Market. 

All  ailvenisemonts  must  be  iiri'iuvh)  nil  J  cew-h  tlie  Kditeriiil  Becrstavy  by  the  loth  Bf  the  mOhthi 
ChtkVgB  !  McinliSV."'  advorlispiiicnla,  fOUV  WOfds  a  penny  | 

Nun-Memhoi's,  thi'ee  wo'.'cls  a  penny. 

COLOURED  PLATES;  All  i-be  plntes  that  have  been  isfitied  up  to  the 
present,  ctn  bo  ol>ln.iiied  iinctil  for  framina  at  1/=  each,  with  the  e3ccel)= 
tion  of  "A  Beautiful  Aviar.y    which  are  I/Cl 

Apph/  to  The  Puki.isHek,  Market  Place,  Afehbourne, 
FOE  SALE  ;    The  Bird  World,  12  parts,  all  Issued,  a8  HeW,  3/6  lot, 

AppJtj  The  PtJbLtsttEii. 
AVIAHIES:  Aviaries  Planned  and  their  erection  and  furnishing 

supervised  at  reasonable  charges.  Letters  only.--W.  T.  Page, 
Glenflold,  Graham  Avenue,  Mitcham,  Surrey. 

Poll  SALE:    3  aviary-bred   (1910;  RED-CRESTED  OARDINALS, 
10/f)  each,  or  nearest  offer;  also  pair  of  hybrid  Barbary  s 
Turtle  Doves,  6/-  pair.    B.  Hamilton  Scott,  Hamilton,  IpsvriGh 

FOR  CHEAP  CHOICE  CARNATIONS 
(Borders,  Americans,  Malmaisona), 

Apply  to  HAYWARD  MATHIAS,  Medstead,  Hants, 
For  his  descriptive  CxVTALOGUE, 

l''01l  SALE:  Tanagers  and  Sugar  Birds,  not  new  arrivals,  will 
live.  Blue  4.5/-;  Archbishop  50/-;  Scarlet  40/-;  Tricolour' 
45  -;  P^estive  45/-;  Violet  18/-;  Black  25/-;  Adagpie  00/-; 
Olive  46/-.  all  per  pair.  Green-billed  Toucans  70/-;  Blue-' 
thi'oated  Bell  Birds  150/-;  Cuban  Pinches  60/-;  also  Black- 
Lined  and  .Jacarini  Finches  16/-  per  pair.  Copper-headed 
Tanagers  60/-  each,  also  many  others  and  Sugar  Birds.  Apply 
— H,  Will  ford.  Uplands  View,  Havenstreet,  Ryde,  1.  of  \V, 

True  pairs  indigo  Buntings  25/-;  Partridge  Doves  20/-  privately 

imported,  healthy,  approval,  R.  Suggitt,  SUggitt's  Lane, 
Cleethorpes, 

Poll  SALE:  Pair  Zebra  Doves  5/-;  pair  Senegal  Doves  5/-;  also 
odd  cock  bird  of  each,  2/6.  Out-door  aviary.  Gosse, 
Beaulieu,  Hants, 

Hen  BLUE  BONNET,  Faultless  condition,  in  my  possession  twelve 

months,     Mrs.  Hartley,  St.  Helen's  Lodge,  Hastings, 
Mr..  MATHIAS,  Stubbington,  Hants,  has  Black  Cheeked  Love  Birds, 

price  12/6  each;  Diamond  Doves  7/6  each.  Strong  healthy 
birds,  bred  in  his  outdoor  Aviaries  this  year. 

THE  SHOW  SEASON. 

The  Show  Committee  liave  granted  our  patronage  to  the 
following  Shows.  Other  Shows  receiving  same  will  be  announced 
in  due  course. 

Members  are  reminded  that  they  must  put  F.B.C.  after  each 
entry,  as  it  is  not  possible  for  a  Secretary  who  does  not  know 
anything  about  our  membership  to  give  a  complete  list  to  the  Judge 
otherwise. 



40 

Manchester,  October  28th,  and  29th.  Classification  for  six 
classes  for  Foreign  Birds.  One  Silver  Medal  and  Provincial  Silvo' 
Cup  for  competition.  Judge  Mr.  C.  Houlton.  Schedules  from  Mr. 
H.  Boothman,  8  Kettering  Road,  Levenshulme,  Manchester. 

Cheltenham,  November  2nd  and  3rd.  Classification  for  three 
classe.s  for  Foreign  Birds.  One  Bronze  Medal.  Judge  Mr.  J. 
Robson.  Schedules  from  Messrs.  Treasure  &  Pounsett,  Idahoe, 
Oakland  Avenue,  Cheltenham. 

Nottingham,  November  12th  to  14th.  Classification  for  six 
classes  for  Foreign  Birds.  One  Silver  Medal  and  Provincial  Silver 
Cup  for  competition.  Judge  Mr.  J.  F.  Dewar.  Schedules  from  Mr. 
G.  E.  Wilkinson,  9  Wellington  Square,  Park  Side,  Nottingham. 

Preston,  November  18th  and  19th.  Classification  for  six 
classes  for  Foreign  Birds.  One  Silver  Medal  and  Provincial  Silver 
Cup  for  competition.  Judge  Mr.  J.  H.  Roe.  Schedules  from  Mr.  K. 
Taylor,  Lime  Kiln  Inn,  Preston. 

L.  C.B.  A,,  Royal  Horticultural  Hall,  Westminster,  November 
25th  to  28th.  Classification  for  twelve  classes  for  Foreign  Biids. 
Three  Silver  Medals  and  London  Silver  Cup  for  competition.  Judge 
^Jr.  Hubert  D.  Astley.  Schedules  from  Mr.  W.  H.  Mugford,  G I 
Stuart  Road,  Wimbledon  Park,  S.W. 

Birmingham,  People's  Hall,  Hurst  Street.  November  iJOth 
December  sit.  Classification  for  six  classes  for  Foreign  Birds. 
One  Silver  Medal  and  Provincial  Silver  Cup  for  competion.  Judge 
Mr.  Allen  Silver.  Schedules  from  Mr.  J.  H.  DeMaillet,  121  Somcr- 
ville  Road,  Small  Heath,  Birmingham.    Entries  close  November  2.3rd. 

Exhibitors  will  see  that  the  Cups  are  ofTered  for  competition 
at  several  of  the  Shows  advertised  this  month,  they  will  see  by  the 
rules  in  August  number  of  the  Magazine  that  they  are  being  given 
for  points,  won  by  any  three  nominated  birds  at  each  Show  this 
season.  Members  must  ask  the  secretary  of  the  Shows  to  see 

that  the  word  "  Cup  "  is  printed  in  the  catalogue  after  the  biixls 
chosen  to  compete.  Several  Members  have  won  the  Cup  once  for 
last  year. 

The  Show  Committee  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  members 
to  the  very  liberal  classification  which  the  L.C.B.A.  are  again 
giving  this  year,  and  to  the  fact  the  Show  is  held  in  an  ideal  Hall 
for  the  purpose,  and  they  hope  the  members  will  show  their  apprecia- 

tion by  an  equally  liberal  support. 
S.  M.  TOWNSEND. 

Hon.   Exhibifional  See. 
3  Swift  Street, 

Fulham,  S.W. 



NOVEMBER,  1910 

The  Foreign  Bird  Club. 

Notices  to  Members. 

Our  Illustrations:  The  Hon.  Editor  desires  to  express  Jiis 
thanks  to  those  members  who  liave  supported  us  with  photos,  and 
it  is  a  matter  for  congratulation  that,  thanks  to  these  members,  we 
have  been  able  to  publish  so  fine  a  series.  Those  in  this  issue 
being  especially  fine  and  we  hope  to  be  able  to  continue  them. 

The  Magazine  :  The  jjresent  issue,  is  the  last  but  one,  of  the 
first  Vol.  of  our  new  series:  the  Editor  And  Committe  would  greatly 

esteem  members'  suggestions  as  to  any  special  features  or  improvo- ments  for  the  next  volume. 

Our  Membership:  We  once  more  bring  this  matter  before 

your  notice.  While  our  progi'css  in  steady  and  continuous,  it  is 
not  what  it  ought  to  be,  there  can  be  no  better  time  than  the 
present  to  seek  to  secure  new  members,  with  a  new  volume  com- 

mencing in  the  near  future.  May  we  urge  that  a  united  and  strenu- 
ous effort  be  made  by  all  to  promptly  secure  at  least  100  new 

members — it  not  onlj^  means  the  end  of  financial  struggle,  but  also 
greater  variety  in  the  contents  of  our  Club  Journal. 

Show  Notices:  Special  attention  is  directed  to  Hon.  Exhibi- 
tional  Secretary's  notices,  etc.,  under  "  Show  Season." 

W.   T.   PAGE,   Hon.  Editor. 
H.  WILLFORD,  Hon.  Business  Seci. 

Editorial. 

A  Holiday  in  the  West  Indies:  Either  by  a  slip  of 

the  pen  or  a  printer's  error,  that  long  suffering  quadruped  the 
donkey  was  given  a  place  he  did  not  deserve,  for  our  esteemed 
member  did  not  meet  with  a  single  individual  during  his  stay 

there  and  "  Donkey  "  on  last  line  of  page  294  and  "  moke  " 
on  first  line  of  page  295  should  read  in  each  instance  mnle. 

Nesting  Plumage  of  Stella's  Lories :  Mi  Brook  writes 
that  the  compositor  has  misread  him  and  that  "  crimson  brown 

back  "  on  line  9  of  his  note  on  page  303  should  read  crimsnji 
lower  hack;  also  that  "brown  hack"  on  line  18  of  same 

should  read  lower  back;  also  that  "next  month"  on  line  16 
should  read  next  moult. 

Gouldian  Finch  in  Abnormal  Plumage.    The  signa 
fure  to  this  note  should  road  E.  J.  Brook  and  not  E.  J.  Brown 
as  printed. 
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Poultry  Show :  Numerically  speaking,  the  Crystal  Pal- 
ace is  famous  for  its  many  great  shows  and  by  no  means  the 

least,  and  perhaps  the  most  important  is  the  vast  International 

Poultry  and  Pigeon  Show  which  lakes  place  at  the  Crystal  Palace 

on  November  15th,  16th,  and  17th.  This  show  always  com- 
mands an  enormous  crowd  at  the  Palace  consisting  not  only  of 

fanciers  and  exhibitors,  but  thousands  of  visitors  from  all  parts 
of  the  country.  An  idea  of  the  enormity  of  the  Show  may  be 
imagined  by  the  fact  that  up  to  date  there  are  104G  classes 

including  506  poultry  entries,  500  pigeons  and  40  rabbits! 

The  judging  will  be  in  progress  during  the  first  day  of  the 
show.  As  hitherto,  the  north  and  south  nave  will  be  divided 
up  into  classes  and  devoted  to  the  entries,  while  the  centre 
transept  will  be  reserved  for  trade  exhibits. 

Note:    Many   interesting   Notes,    Correspondence,  and 
Articles  unavoidably  held  over 

Month's  Arrivals. 

Private  Importation:  On  October  ITtli,  Mr.  A.  Sutcliffe 
and  I  received  from  the  West  Indies  one  Yellow-bellied  Tanager 

(CaUiste  vieilloti),  one  Desmarests  (C  desmaresti),  4"  Purple  Sugar 
Birds,  4  Ked-legged  Sugar  Birds,  5  Eii.pJionia  frinilatis,  and  IG 
Violets  (Euphonin  UcJitensteini) — 31  in  all.  A  gale  was  raging 
when  the  birds  were  taken  to  the  steamer  about  four  miles  from 
the  shore;  the  birds  were  knocked  about  and  the  case  was  half 

full  of  water  when  it  reached  the  ship.  The  sliip's  butcher  says  25  were 
dead  the  following  morning,  and  that  some  beautiful  birds  died 
en  route.  Amongst  those  which  started  but  did  n  )t  reach  us  alive 

were  Spotted  Emerald,  Blue-headed,  and  Sclater's  Tanagers,  Black- 
headed  and  Blue  Sugar  Birds,  and  some  Black  and  Yellow  Creepers 
(Certhiola   luteola).  R.S. 

*  Bluish-b;ickcd  Eu]ihoiiia.  Ed. 
Illustration  Fund. 

The  Committee  thankfully  acknov.ic.l.tre  the  foUowiiig  donation 
to   the    Illustration  Fund. 

G.  P   2.S.  fid. 

Changes  and  Corrections  of  Address. 

Hon.  Mrs.  Bourke,   lb  Gloucester  Pla/e,  Po-tman  Square,  London, 
N.W. 

New  Members  Elected. 
E.  A.  Newley,  24  Stockwell  Green,  London,  S.  AV., 
Jeffrey  Walsh,  Pheasant  Aviaries,  Blackburn. 
Mrs.   Stuart-Wortley,   Dock  House,  Beaulicu,  Hants. 
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Proposed  for  Election  as  Members. 

C.  H.  Robinson,  The  Grainge,  Glaisdalc,  Grosmont,  R.S.O. 
By   B.  Hollins. 

Mrs.  Turner-Turner,  Abbey  Spring,  Beaulieu,  Hants. 
Dr.    P.  Gosse. 

Kenyon  V.  Painter,  Cleveland,  Ohio,  U.S.A. 
By  TF.  H.  Broicning. 

Miss  Joan  Caldwell,  The  Old  Manse,  Inverkeithing,  N.  B. 
By  the  Hon.  Editor. 

Mrs.  Travis -Travis,  Kedmore,  Grange,  Stourl)ndge. 
By  H.  Mathias. 

The  Bird  Market. 

AU  advertisements  must  be  prepaid  and  reach  tlie  Kditorial  Secretary  by  the  10th  of  the  month. 
Charge  :  Members'  advertisements,  fonr  words  a  penny  ; Nun-.Membcrs,  three  words  a  penny. 

MEMBERS'  ADVERTISEMENTS. 
COLOURED  PLATES  :  All  the  plates  that  have  been  issued  up  to  the 

present,  can  be  obtained  uncut  for  framing  at  1/-  each,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  "A  Beautiful  Aviary"  which  are  1/G. 

Ap])};/  tn  The  Publisher,  Market  Place,  Ashbourne. 
FOR  SALE  :    The  Bird  World,  12  parts,  all  issued,  as  new,  3/6  lot. 

Apply  The  Publisher. 
AVIARIES:    Aviaries   Planned   and   their   erection   and  furnishing 

supervised  at  reasonable  charges.    Letters  only. — "W.  T.  Page, Glenfield,  Graham  Avenue,  Mitcham,  Surrey. 

IN  RESPONSE  to  numerous  requests  I  am  willing  to  supply  fill 
kinds  of  bird  seeds  and  foods  from  my  own  stock.    Also  special 
mixtures  for  Parrots,  Parrakeets,  etc.,  at  current  rates.  Insectile 

mixture,    1/6,    with    larger   proportion   of   animal    matter  \2'- 
and    2/6   per   11).     W .   T.    Page,   Glenfield,   Graham,  Avenue, 
Surrey. 

PEKINGESE.  Mr.  H.  Mathias,  Stubbington,  Hants,  offers  a 
valuable  brood  Bitch.  First  class  Pedigree:  Goodwood  Strain 
in  Sire  and  Dam.  Age  15  months.  Colour  Cream  -Fawn, 
intensely  black  mask,  broad  skull,  good  shape.  Had  one  litter: 
shortly  in  season  again.  Price  1.0  Guineas.  Also  a  /Bitch 

Puppy,  age  5  months,  from  above  litter.  Sire  Mrs.  Kennedy's celebrated   WEN-TI.    Price    7  Guineas. 

WANTED,  Pairs  of  Green  and  Pope  Cardinals,  Cockatcels  .and 
Necklace  Doves  for  out-door  aviary.  B.  Hamilton  Scott, 
Hamildean,  Ipswich. 

FOR  SALE:  Pair  handsome  Bronze-neck  Doves.  Bred  here  this 
summer  2.5/-,  or  exchange  other  varieties.  AVni.  Shore  Baily, 
Boyers  House,  Westbury,  Wilts. 

WANTED:  Cock  Diamond  Sparrow,  Hen  Painted  Finch,  and  'Pairs 
of  Grey,  St.  Helena,  Orange-cheeked,  and  Gold-crested  Waxbills 
must   be   acclimatised. — Mathias,    Lucerne,    Stubbington,  Hants. 



OFFERS  WANTED  for  Vols.  I.  to  VI.  "  Bird  Notes,"  bound, 
clean  and  perfect.    H.  Bliss,  Wallingford,  Berks. 

BLACK-CHEEKED  LOVEBIRDS,  adult  37/6  pair.  Hen  iMealy 
Rosella  30/.  Pairs  Cockatiels,  Ringnecks,  10/6,  .Javas  :3/6. 
Eight  pairs  Budgerigars  5/6  pair  or  40/-  the  lot.  The  whole 
of  the  above  have  wintered  out  in  a  very  exposed  aviary  and 
are  in  fine  condition. — D.   Croisdale   Kirk,   Llamshen,  Cardiff. 

THE  SHOW  SEASON. 

The  Show  Committee  have  ̂ i-aiitt'd  our  patronage  to  the 
following  shows.  Other  shows  receiving  same  will  he  announced  in 
due  course. 

Members  are  reminded  that  they  must  ])ut  J-'.B.C.  after  each 
entry,  as  it  is  not  possible  for  a  secretary  who  does  not  know 
anything  about  our  membership  to  give  a  complete  list  to  the  judge 
otherwise. 

Birmingham  :  People's  Hall,  Hurst  Street,  November  30th and  December  1st.  Classification  for  six  classes  for  Foreign  Birds. 

One  Silvex'  Medal  and  Provisional  Silver  Cup  for  competition.  Judge, 
Mr.  Allen  Silver.  Schedules  from  Mr.  J.  H.  De  Maillet,  121  Somer- 
ville  Road,  Sm.all  Heath,  Biimingham.    Entries  close  November  23rd. 

Luton  :  December  7th.  Classification  for  five  classes  for 
fore — ign  birds.  One  bronze  medal.  Judge,  Mr.  Allen  )Silver. 
Schedules  from  Mr.  E.  Cherry,  4  Peel  Street,  Luton,  Beds. 

The  Show  Commitee  wish  to  thank  the  committee  pf  the 
L.C.B.A.  for  the  specials  they  are  presenting  to  our  members,  at 
their  forthcoming  show.  They  also  wish  to  thank  the  members  who 

are  kindly  'g'iving  specials  at  the  same  srow.  The  specials  are 
as  follows:  The  L.C.B.A.  are  presenting  three  of  their  jSilver 
Medals  for  the  1st,  2nd,  and  3rd,  most  points  in  the  Foreign  Section 
gained  by  our  members.  A  member  presents  5s.  or  Silver  jNIedal  for 
the  best  true  pairs  of  liirds  in  Ciass  166.  ditto  in  Class  167,  ditto 
in   Class  168. 

Mr.  Willford  presents  10s.  fo)'  the  best  cxliil)it  of  Tanager, 
Bunting,  Finch,  or  Waxbill,  by  a  meml)cr  who  lias  not  won  a  first 
at  L.C.B.A.  Show. 

Mr.  Pauvvels  gives  as  special  one  year's  subscription  and 
entrance  fee  to  the  P. B.C.  to  a  non-member  for  the  best  bird  in 

the  Foreign  Seed  Eaters'  Section. 
Mr.  0.  Millsum  gives  the  same  for  the  best  bird  in  the 

Foreign/  nsectivorous  Section. 
5^.  ?.!.  TOWXSEND, 

Hon.  Exhibitional  Secretary. 
S  Swift  Street, 

Fulham,  S.W. 
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The  Foreign  Bird  Club.: 

Notices  to  Members. 

The  Magazine  :  The  present  issue  concludes  the  first  vol- 
ume of  our  new  series,  and  with  the  first  issue  of  Volume  Il.Joom- 

ing  before  us,  we  venture  to  suggest  once  more  several  important 
points : 

First  and  foremost  the  Club  Journal  should  be  a  record 

of  members'  aviaries,  birdrooms,  and  their  occupants.  There  is  a 
need  that  there  should  be  comprehensive  accounts  of  Garden 
Aviaries,  Indoor  Flights,  and  Cages,  and  their  occupants. 

Show  News:  This  will  be  welcomed  — but  we  would  point 

out  that  the  tabulation  of  awards  sfiould  be  as  brief  "^s  possible,  as 
these  will  have  mostly  already  appeared  in  the  "  Fancy  "  Press. 
Accounts  of  rare,  unique,  and  uncommon  birds  (especially  members'), 
species  new  to  aviculture,  should  be  described  and  their  demeanour 
noted,  etc. — thus  not  only  will  results  be  permanently  recorded 
in  the  Club  Journal,  but  the  accounts  made  interesting  and  instruc- 

tive, and  we  trust  such  will  be  sent  in  from  all  localities. 
Field  Notes:  This  interesting  and  valuable  feature  will  be 

maintained;  may  we  ask  those  writing  of  birds  at  first  hand,  that 
is,  in  their  native  haunts,  to  wherever  possible,  state  the  natural 
food  of  the  species  they  describe. 

British  Bieds:  While  we  have  been  able  to  keep  this 
feature  going,  it  has  not  assumed  the  proportions  it  should  have 
done — we  would  urge  all  those  keeping  indigenous  species  to  sup- 

port this  section — we  would  also  suggest  to  those  having  roomy 
natural  aviaries,  that  the  Chats,  Wrens,  Warblers,  and  the  insect- 
ivora  generally,  make  interesting  occupants,  moreover,  with  many 
of  them  close  observation  in  a  state  of  nature  is  difficult,  if  not 
almost  impossible — many  new  facts  as  to  their  home-life  should 
be  brought  to  light  in  the  aviary. 

Month's  Arrivals:  Your  Hon.  Editor  is  more  or  less  of 
a  cripple,  and  he  is  seldom  able  to  get  round  to  the  dealers'  estab- 

lishments, and  this  feature  (an  interesting,  practical,  and  instruc- 
tive one)  has  languished  of  late— this  ought  not  to  be — if  all  will 

do  their  part  and  send  in  notes  of  uncommon  and  rare  birds  met 
with  during  such  peregrinations,  this  would  soon  be  remedied. 

Our  Illustrations  :  Four  coloured  plates  have  been  put  in 
hand  for  next  volume,  one  of  which  we  hope  will  ajipear  in  January 

issue.  Any  increase  on  this  number  and  the  quantity  of  photo- 
'graphic  reproductions  and  half-tone  illustrations,  must  depend  on 
the  the  response  of  members  to  the  Illustration  Fund  and  oiir 
growth   of  membership. 

Our  Membership  .  We  are  convinced  that  the  members  as 

a  whole  do  not  fully  realise  the  necessity  for  increase — either  in  its 
importance  to  the  well-being  of  the  club,  or  the  relief  it  would  give 
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to  your  officers  and  Council.  Tkere  can  be  no  tetter  time  than 
the  present,  with  a  new  volume  commencing  next  month,  f.or  an 
united  and  strenuous  effort  to  materially  increase  our  numbers ;  this 
being  so,  we  again  urge  all  to  participate  in  the  effort  to  promptly 
secure  at  least  100  new  members — not  only  does  this  mean  finan- 

cial soundness,  but  a  large  source  to  draw  upon  for  copy  for  the 
magazine — with  an  united  effort  we  are  sure  this  could  be 
accomplished. 

Club  Dinner  :  A-  dinner  will  be  arranged  for,  either  at 
JLe  Crystal  Palace  or  in  London,  during  the  period  of  the  L.P.O.S. 
Show,  February  3,  4,  G,  and  7,  1911.  Further  details  will  be 

g*/ven  in  our  next  issue,  but  it  will  greatly  assist  your  Hon.  Sees,  if 
those  likely  to  attend  such  a  function  would  send  them  an  intimation 
and  they  will  also  be  glad  to  receive  your  suggestions. 

Common  Species  :  In  response  to  numerous  requests  (though 
we  have  not  been  lacking  in  this  respect  in  the  past)  a  detailed 
article  will  appear  in  each  issue  of  Bird  Notes,  giving  full  direc- 

tions as  to  tile  keeping  and  breeding  of  either  some  common  or 
group  of  common  species.  Members  are  invited  to  send  in  accounts 
of  such  species  as  they  have  kept,  and  bred  successfully. 

Notes  and  Correspondence  :  The  Hon.  Editor  will  also  be 
grateful  for  notes  of  any  unusual  episode,  or  interesting  occurrence 

taking  place  in  connection  with  members'  birds.  He  also  trxists 
that  a  more  extended  use  will  be  made  of  the  Correspondence  section, 
than  has  been  done  in  the  past — This  is  open  for  the  discussion  of 
all  matters  '  f  general  interest,  dealing  with  any  subject  covered  by 
the  scope  of  the  Foreign  Bird  Club. 

W.  T.  PAGE,  Hon.  Editor. 
H.    WILLFOED,   Hon.    Bus.  Sec. 

Changes  and  Corrections  of  Address. 

N.  S.  O'Reilly,  80,  Marine  Parade,  Brighton. 
F.  F.  Andrews,  2,  Attwell  Villas,  20  Lower  Common  South,  Putney, 

London,  S.W. 
Dr.  E.  Hopkinson,  Bathurst,  Gambia,  West  Africa. 

New  Members  Elected. 
C.  H.  Robinson,  The  Grainge,  Glaisdale,  Grosmont,  E.S.O. 
Mrs.  Turner-Turner,  Abbey  Spring,  Beaulieu,  Hants. 
Kenyon  V.  Painter,  Cleveland,  Ohio,  U.S.A. 
Miss  Joan  Caldwell,  The  Old  Manse,  Inverkeithing,  N.  B. 
Mrs.  Travis-Travis,  Eedmore,  Grange,  Stourbridge. 

Proposed  for  Election  as  Members. 
Mrs.  W.  H.  Read,  105,  Chesterton  Road,  Cambridge. 
L.  G.  Pike,  K^ing  Barrow,  Wareham,  Dorset. 

By  the  Hon.  Editor. 
Arthur  O'Neil,  25  Eldred  Street,  Carlisle. 
Thos.  Solmes,  46,  Aglionby  Street,  Carlisle. 

By  .J.  Rob  son. 
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Mrs.  C.  H.  Williams,  Emmanuel  Parsonage,  Exeter.    By  H.  Mathias. 

Mrs.  G.  L.  Koberts,  132,  (Queen's  Road,  London,  W. 
Miss  Alfreda  Smyth,  40  Davenport  Road,  Catford,  S.E. 

Bi/  H.  Willford. 
Arthur  Sills,  260,  Loughborough  Road,  Leicester      By  J.  FrosHck. 
H.    E.    Warren, -Williams,    L.D.S.,    Woodeote    Lodge,  Wallington, 
Surrey.  By  Dr.  J.  Easton-Scott. 

F.  H.  Wright,  Westholme,  Sandal,  Wakefield.  By  B.  Hollins. 

The  Hon.   Vere  D.   Boscawen,   2,   St.   James'   Square,  London,  W. 
By  Lady  E.  Douglas  Pennant. 

A.  Ezra,  110,  Mount  Street,  Grosvenor  Square,  London,  W. 
Mrs.  Thorpe,  31,  Castlcton  Road,  West  Kensington,  London,  W. 

Winners   of  Monsieur   R.    Pauvoels   and  Mr.    O.  Millsutn's 
speciali  of  one  year's  subscription  and  entrance  fee  to  F.B.C. 

The  Bird  Market. 
All  advertisements  must  be  prepaid  and  reach  the  Editorial  Secretary  by  the  10th  of  the  month. 

Charge  :  Members'  advertisements,  four  words  a  penny,  minimum  4d. Non-Members,  three  words  a  penny,  minimum  6d, 

MEMBERS'  ADVERTISEMENTS. 
COLOURED  PLATES  :  All  the  plates  that  have  been  issued  up  to  the 

present,  can  be  obtained  uncut  for  framing  at  1/-  each,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  "A  Beautiful  Aviary"  which  are  1/6. Apply  to  The  Publisher,  Market  Place,  Ashbourne. 

FOR  SALE :    The  Bird  World,  12  parts,  all  issued,  as  new,  3/6  lot. 
Apply  The  Publisher. 

AVIARIES:    Aviaries  Planned   and   their  erection   and  furnishing 
supervised  at  reasonable  charges.    Letters  only. — W.  T.  Page, 
Glenfield,  Graham  Avenue,  Mitcham,  Surrey. 

IN  RESPONSE  to  numerous  requests   I  am  willing  to  supply  ̂ 11 
kinds  of  bird  seeds  and  foods  from  my  own  stock.    Also  special 
mixtures  for  Parrots,  Parrakeets,  etc.,  at  current  rates.  Insectile 
mixture,    1/6,   with   larger  proportion   of   animal   matter  \2f- 
and   2/6  per  lb.     W.   T.   Page,   Glenfield,   Graham,  Avenue, 
Surrey. 

FOR  SALE.  Cocks:  Black-headed  Weaver  (H.  melanocephalus),  5/6. 
Half-masked  Weaver,  4/6.  Pair  Indian  Silverbills,  4/6.  Cock, 
Grey  Singing  Finch,  5/-.  Hen  Pin-tail  Whydah,  2/6.  Thoroughly 
acclimatised. — Simpson,  Christ  Church  Avenue,  Armley,  Leeds. 

WANTED,  Pair  adult  Zebra  finches.  Following  hens :— Pin-tail 
Nonpariel,  Pekin  Robin,  Rosey  Pastor.  One  pair  Chinese  Bunt- 

ings (Emberiza  rutila),  Hen  Chingolo  Sparrow  (Zonotrichia 
pileata).     Must  be  acclimatised. — Philip  Gosse,  Beaulieu,  Hants. 

FOR  SALE,  Purple-naped  Lory,  healthy  and  in  fine  condition. 
V.H.C.  Horticultural  Hall,  price  £3  10s.  Offer  wanted  for  2 
large  wicker  cages  suitable  for  doves  and  one  brass  parrakeet 
cage,  these  are  old  cages,  but  clean  and  serviceable.  Space 
wanted.— Miller,  27  Belgrave  Road,  S.W. 
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rOK  SALE:  All  my  winning  Show  Birds  (Foreign  and  British):' 
Brown's  Parrakeet,  Levalliant's  Barbel,  pair  Painted  Finches, 
Black-shouldei'ed  Tanager,  Tri-eoloured  Tanager,  Lear's  All  Blue 
Macaw  (very  tame),  Green-billed  Toucan,  Lesser  Whitethroat, 
Eobin  and  Black  Redstart  (hand  reared),  Champion  Blackbird. 
List  of  winnings  and  prices  on  application. — Beaty,  Strathnaru, 
Alderley  Edge . 

FOR  SALE.  Vols.  1,  2,  3  of  Bird  Notes.  Vols.  1  and  2  are 
out  ot  print  and  Vol.  3  nearly  so,  occasional  copies  come 
into  the  Hon.  Bus.  Sec.  hands  as  above,  which  are  all  in  new 

condition.  Vol.  1  and  2,  21s.  each,  Vol.  3,  15s. — Apply  the 
Hon.  Bus.  Sec,  Upland  View,  Havenstreet,  Isle  of  Wight. 

THE  SHOW  SEASON. 

The  Show  Committee  have  granted  patronage  to  the  following 
Shows. 

Meml>ers  are  reminded  that  they  must  put  F.B.C.  after 

each  enti'y,  and  those  who  wish  to  compete  for  the  London  Cup 
must  nominate  three  birds  by  writing  the  word  "  Cup  "  on  the  entry form  after  each  of  the  three  birds  chosen. 

Edinburgh.  Scottish  National  Show,  Decern Der  31st  |and 
January  2nd.  Classification  for  six  classes  for  Foreign  Birds.  One 
Silver  Medal  and  Proviuicial  Silver  Cup  for  competition.  Judge  Mr. 
A.  Cochrane.  Schedules  from  Mr.  A.  W.  Watson,  58  Colinton  Road, 
tEdinburgh. 

L.  and  P.O.S.  National  Show,  Crystal  Palace,  February 
3rd,  4th,  6th  and  7th.  Classification  for  ten  classes  for  Foreign 
Birds.  Two  Silver  Medals  and  London  Silver  Cup  for  competition. 
Judges,  Messrs.  Camps  and  Russell  Humphrys.  Schedules  from  Mr. 
J.  W.  Ramsden,   11  Josephine  Avenue,  Brixton,  London,  S.W. 

I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  from  any  members  who  wish  to 
give  a  Special  Prize  at  the  Palace  Show. 

The  following  results  are  to  hand"  regarding  winners  pf the   Club  Aiedals. 

NORWICH .   No  catalogue  received. 
ROCHDALE.     No   catalogue  received. 
MANCHESTER.     Silver  Medal  Mr.  W.  H.  Pickles. 
CLAPHAM.  Bronze  Medal  Mr.  C.  T.  Maxwell. 
CHELTENHAM.     Bronze  Medal  Mr.  W.  H.  Pickles. 
NOTTINGHAM.    Silver   Medal   Mr.   S.  Beaty. 
PRESTON.    No   catalogue  received. 
L.C.B.A.  Three  Silver  Medals,  Mrs.  K.  Leslie  Mil!e  MeTsrs. 

C.  T.  Maxwell  and  S.  M.  Townsend. 
BIRMINGHAM.  No  catalogue  received. 

S.  M.  TOWNSEND,  Hon.  Exhibitional  Sec. 
3,  Swift  Street,  Fulham,  S.W. 
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Post-Mortem  Examinations. 

Tlie  conditions  upon  which  these  will  be  made  by  Mr.  Hy.  Gray, 
M.E.CV.S.,  2?j,  Upper  Phillimore  Place,  Kensington,  W.,  are  as  follows  : 

(1)  The  birds  must  be  sent  immediately  after  death. 
(2)  They  mmt  be  packed  in  a  box. 
(.S)    The  lefter  aecoinpauyitig  ihem  must  NOT  be  placed  in  the  box  along 

rcith  the  bird. 

(\'.B.  Unless  the  above  conditions  are  complied  with  the  package 
will  be  destroyed  without  examination). 

(4)  The  letter  must  detail  as  fa  r  as  possible  all  particulars  as  to 
(o)   date  of  death, 
(6)   length  of  illness, 
(c)   sjinptoms  of  illness, 
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(e)   especially  as  to  whether  egg  food  or  inga  seed  has  been 

given. 

(5)  The  work  will  be  done  gratuitously,  and  a  report  published  in  "  Bird 
Notes"  but  under  no  circumstances  whatever  will  a  report  be  sent 
by  post  unless  a  fee  of  2/6  accompanies  the  letter  and  bird.  Pressure 
of  work  compels  Mr.  Gray  to  make  this  an  invariable  rule,  and 
it  applies  to  all  members  whether  they  are  personally  acquainted 
with  him  or  not. 
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BOARD  OF  AGRICULTURE  AND  FISHERIES. 

The  Breeding"  and  Rearing  of  Turkeys. 

Until  comparatively  recent  years  English  turkey-raising 
for  market  was  chiefly  conducted  in  the  eastei-n  counties, 
the  greater  proportion  being  marketed  from  Norfolk  and 

Cambridge.  Lattei'ly,  however,  breerling  has  become  more 
extended,  and  outside  competition  has  considerably  increased. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  demand  has  also  increased,  and  there 
has  been  a  noteworthy  lengthening  of  the  season.  Turkeys 
may  now  be  said  to  be  in  season  from  November  to  April, 
and  turkey  poults  from  about  July  to  October.  The  special 
demand  for  large  birds  is  chiefly  limited  to  the  periods 
immediately  before  and  after  Christmas,  when  the  value  is 
dominated  by  weight,  and  the  price  per  lb.  rises  with 
increasing  heaviness  ;  but  birds  of  medium  M^eight  meet  the 
requirements  of  the  majority  of  consumers  at  all  times,  and 
hens  of  from  10  lb.  to  14  lb.  are  largely  in  demand. 

There  is  no  class  of  producer  so  favourably  placed  for  the 
breeding  and  rearing  of  turkeys  as  the  farmer  ;  indeed,  it  is 
scarcely  possible  for  others  to  undertake  their  production 
successfully,  as  turkeys  require  an  ample  range  and  home- 

grown food,  and  without  these  the  cost  of  keeping  them 
becomes  excessive  on  account  of  the  length  of  time  between 
hatching  and  marketing. 

Suitable  Situations. 

Although  turkeys  may  be  raised  on  heavy  land  the 
operation  is  difficult,  particularly  in  a  wet  season,  and  as  a 
rule  they  do  better  on  light  soils,  except  in  very  dry  weather, 
when  there  may  be  some  deficiency  in  the  green  food.  The 
best  results  are  obtained  upon  a  rich  soil,  which  is  not 
absolutely  heavy  in  character.  Upon  some  farms  a  choice 
is  possible,  in  which  case  the  pasture  must  be  selected  for 
rearing  according  to  the  prevailing  conditions  of  the  season, 
preference  being  given  to  a  dry  and  sheltered  position, 
facing  south  and  protected  from  cold  winds. 

Young  turkeys  will  not  thrive  in  cold  bleak  positions,  and 
every  advantage  must  be  taken  of  banks,  or  hedges,  which 
will  serve  as  wind  breaks.    If  these  are  not  available,  wattle 
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and  faggot  sci'eens  may  be  temporarily  erected  to  the  wind- 
ward of  the  coops.  Although  this  involves  some  tro'able,  it 

enables  the  rearing  to  be  conducted  under  healthier  conditions 
than  if  sheds  or  buildings  are  used.  A  reasonable  open  air 
method  of  rearing  is  essential  to  health  and  soundness  of 
constitution. 

Varieties. 

The  American  Bronze  turkey  most  nearly  resembles  its 
wild  progenitor,  and  good  strains  attain  an  average  weight 
of  about  ;U)  lb.  in  the  cock  birds  and  IG  lb.  in  the  hens.  In 
appearance  this  breed  is  very  handsome,  the  neck,  breast  and 
back  being  black,  shaded  with  a  glistening  bronze.  The 
under  parts  are  less  richly  coloured.  The  wings  are  black, 
barred  with  white  or  grey  and  edged  with  white,  the  wing 
bow  having  a  greenish  or  brownish  lustre.  The  tail  is  black 
with  brown  pencilling,  and  the  coverts  grey,  shading  into 
black  and  ending  in  a  brown  band.  The  face,  ear  lobes 
and  wattles  are  a  rich  red,  and  the  legs  long  and  dark 
in  colour. 

The  old  English  variety  of  the  eastern  counties  was  the 
Norfolk  Black,  but  many  now  prefer  the  Cambridge  Bronze, 

which  is  a  cross."  The  plumage  of  the  former  is  black,  with some  white  spots,  and  that  of  the  latter  a  bronze  grey, 
although  there  is  a  considerable  variation  in  different  strains. 

The  White  turkey  is  now  much  more  commonly  seen  than 
was  the  case  a  few  years  ago,  breeders  having  to  some  extent 
overcome  the  popular  prejudice  against  white  plumage, 
believed  to  imply  delicacy  of  constitution.  White  tiirkeys 
are  relatively  small  in  size.  A  very  useful  cross  may,  how- 

ever, be  made  by  running  a  bronze  male  of  medium  size 
with  white  hens.  The  young  birds  are  curiously  speckled  in 
appearance,  but  have  been  found  hardy,  and  comparatively 
easy  to  rear,  attaining  a  useful  marketable  size  where  excep- 

tional weight  is  not  required. 
Housing. 

The  natural  instinct  of  adult  turkeys  is  to  roost  in  trees, 
but  this  is  not  always  permissible  in  a  country  in  which  foxes 
are  more  or  less  plentiful.  Delicacy  and  disease,  however, 
are  the  direct  result  of  badly  ventilated  or  overheated 
sleeping  quarters,  and  a  special  form  of  house  is  necessary 
for  the  proper  accommodation  of  turkeys.  Although  some 
special  features  are  essential  the  construction  of  a  suitable 
house  is  really  very  simple.  In  common  with  all  forms  of 
fowl  houses  the  floor  should  be  dry  and  the  building  rainproof 
and  free  from  draughts.  The  roof  should,  if  possible,  be 
thatched.  The  arrangement  of  the  perches  is  important  ; 
they  should  be  broad,  but  not  too  broad  for  the  birds  to  grip, 
and  must  run  from  end  to  end  of  the  building. 
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Turkeys  always  prefer  to  remain  on  their  pei-ches  until  let 
out  in  tbe  morning,  when  it  is  their  habit  to  fly  straight  out 
and  alight  on  the  ground  at  some  distance  in  front  of  the 
house.  For  this  reason  and  to  prevent  the  birds  damaging 
themselves,  the  whole  of  the  front  of  the  house  must  be 
made  to  open  with  folding  doors  or  gates  consisting  of  strong 
frames,  hung  on  hinges  and  covered  with  wire  netting.  It 
is  only  from  stock  housed  in  a  healthy  open-air  manner  that 
a  healthy  progeny  can  be  expected.  An  excellent  house  can 
be  made  of  a  thatched  shed  with  walls  of  wattled  furze. 

The  Breeding  Stock. 

Many  failures  have  been  primarily  due  to  in-breeding,  and 
the  use  of  immature  stock  wanting  in  stamina.  The  use  of 
well-bred  and  well-grown  cocks  for  mating  is  of  the  first 
importance,  and  close-breeding  should  be  avoided.  Well- 
grown  birds  for  breeding  are  not  necessarily  of  great  size. 
An  approximation  to  20  lb.  in  the  males  and  15  lb.  in  the 
females  would  be  suitable  weights  for  ordinary  breeding 
purposes,  other  considerations  including  width  of  shoulders, 
contour  of  breast,  and  a  medium  length  of  leg.  The  stock 
birds  should  preferably  be  from  two  to  three  years  old,  and 
from  six  to  eight  hens  may  be  run  with  a  vigorous  cock, 
although  a  more  usual  proportion  is  four  or  five  hens.  One 
service  is  usually  sufficient  for  the  fertilization  of  a  batch  of 
eggs,  but  permanent  mating  is  preferable. 

During  March  the  hens  require  watching  or  they  will 
choose  some  out  of  the  way  spot  in  which  to  nest.  It  is 
advisable  to  place  boxes  or  barrels  on  their  sides  in  sheltered 
positions,  in  which  the  birds  may  lay.  April  is  the  best 
hatching  month,  and  it  is  generally  inadvisable  to  continue 
hatching  beyond  June,  but  although  late  birds  have  in- 

sufficient time  to  come  to  full  maturity,  they  may  be  dis- 
posed of  as  poults.  Turkey  hens  are  usually  good  mothers, 

but  their  eggs  may  also  be  hatched  under  ordinary  hens. 
Artificial  methods  of  hatching  and  rearing  are  not  recom- 

mended, though  incubators  are  frequently  used  at  the  time 
of  hatching.  A  turkey  hen  will  cover  from  fifteen  to 
sixteen  eggs,  and  a  large  barn-door  hen  from  eight  to  ten. 
The  period  of  incubation  is  twenty-eight  days.  The  nests 
should  be  upon  an  earth  bottom,  and  the  general  manage- 

ment should  be  similar  to  that  in  the  case  of  ordinary  hen's 
eggs. 

Feeding  Stock  Birds. 

The  correct  feeding  of  the  stock  birds  has  an  important 
bearing  upon  the  result.  If  the  food  be  too  fattening 
the  male  will  fail  to  fertilize  the  eggs  and  the  hens  will  be 
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liable  to  become  egg-bound  owing  to  broken  shell-less  eggs 
in  the  oviduct.  The  dietary  must  necessarily  vary  according 
to  the  weather  and  conditions,  but  may  include  ground  oats, 
barley  meal  in  moderation,  biscuit  meal,  middlings  and 
greaves,  with  grain  at  night.  Some  breeders  prefer  a  whole 
grain  diet  for  Ijoth  morning  and  evening  feeding,  using 
wheat,  barley  and  oats  (a  greater  proportion  of  the  latter), 
together  with  cabbage  and  such  roots  as  swedes,  when  the 
pasture  is  poor,  but  considerable  variation  is  possible  and 
necessary,  according  to  the  character  and  condition  of  the 
range.  The  importance  of  a  generous  supply  of  grit  and 
calcareous  material  should  be  emphasized. 

Beariyig. 

The  principle  of  the  roost  house  should,  as  far  as  possible, 
be  applied  to  the  coops,  the  doors  of  which  should  be  wire 
netted  and  covered  with  sacking  in  severe  weather  if 
necessary.  The  birds  should  be  cooped  with  their  natural  or 
foster  mothers  upon  short  turf  in  a  dry  sheltered  position 
with  a  sunny  aspect ;  a  rich  medium  soil  is  the  most  suitable 
for  them.  The  coops  must  be  moved  a  short  distance  daily 
to  a  fresh  patch,  and  the  hens  allowed  out  with  the  young 
birds  when  possible. 

A  suitable  food  for  turkey  chicks  consists  of  steamed  rice 
and  biscuit  meal,  dried  with  tine  sharps  ;  as  an  alternative 
some  rearers  start  their  birds  with  curds  and  fine  oatmeal. 
They  may,  however,  be  reared  from  the  time  of  hatching 
upon  Sussex  ground  oats  in  the  same  manner  as  chickens  are 
in  the  south-east,  and  with  equal  success.  With  any  soft 
food  an  admixture  of  finely  chopped  dandelion  leaves  is 
especiallj'  beneficial — the  whole  being  sprinkled  with  fine 
sharp  grit.  The  feeding  should  be  commenced  early  and 
continued  until  late  in  the  day ;  not  much  food  is  required 
at  one  time,  but  it  is  necessary  to  give  it  at  frequent  intervals, 
commencing  with  six  meals  daily. 

At  about  the  third  week  the  diet  may  be  changed  to 
include  most  of  the  foodstuffs  given  to  ordinary  chickens. 
Boiled  wheat  is  also  a  useful  food  during  the  early  days, 
although  it  is  too  expensive  a  diet  for  any  but  the  grower  to 
adopt  to  any  extent.  Later  on  the  new  corn  is  helpful,  the 
birds  being  subsequently  run  upon  the  stubbles.  Turkey 
chicks  must  at  all  times  be  comfortably  cooped  or  housed  at 
night,  and  it  is  important  to  keep  them  dry  during  their 
early  days.  Unless  plenty  of  natural  food  is  available  a 
proportion  of  meat  should  be  included  in  the  ration.  During 
the  summer  months  woodlands  and  spinneys  are  of  much 
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value  for  turkeys,  for  they  not  only  provide  much  natural 
food  but  are  cool  and  sheltered.  Care  must  be  exercised, 
however,  where  foxes  abound. 

Fattening. 

The  selection  and  separation  for  stoclc  purposes  should  be 
made  in  the  autumn,  the  reserves  for  that  purpose  being 

birds  oi"  good  frame  and  stout  legs  rather  than  merely  heavy 
specimens.  Those  carrying  much  flesh  are  generally  possessed 
of  small  bones,  and  are  more  suitable  for  fattening  than  for 
stock  ;  they  should  not,  however,  be  shut  up  until  some 
time  in  November,  but  allowed  the  run  of  the  fields, 
being  at  the  same  time  well  fed  on  ground  oats.  The  birds 
which  respond  most  satisfactorily  to  the  fattening  process 
proper  are  those  which  have  been  kept  in  good  condition 
from  their  earliest  days. 

About  a  month  before  they  will  be  required  for  market 
they  should  be  confined  in  a  large  open-fronted  shed, 
situated  in  a  quiet  position.  The  best  fattening  food  is 
Sussex  ground  oats*  and  milk,  with  fat  added  every  other 
day,  but  barley  meal  and  maize  meal  are  often  added  in 
equal  proportions.  Some  authorities  consider  that  soured 
skim-milk,  or  butter-milk,  is  essential  if  good  quality  is  to 
be  attained.  The  best  birds  are  produced  where  skim-milk 
is  available.  Swedes  or  potatoes  may  also  be  boiled  and 
mixed  with  the  meal.  All  the  food  should  be  mixed  soft, 
but  not  sticky,  and  be  placed  in  a  trough  which  must  be 
kept  well  scoured.  Plenty  of  grit  should  be  supplied.  If 
desirable,  cramming  may  be  resorted  to  during  the  latter 
portion  of  the  period,  but  when  the  birds  are  in  good  con- 

dition at  the  commencement  of  trough  feeding,  cramming  is 
in  most  cases  unnecessary. 

Marketing. 

Turkeys  should  be  killed  by  dislocation  of  the  neck  after 
starving  for  24  hours,  and  be  plucked  warm,  drawing  the 
feathers  in  their  own  direction,  plucking  the  bird  clean 
except  for  the  neck  feathers,  which  it  is  usual  to  leave  on. 

The  method  of  tying  and  shaping  is  subject  to  local  modi- 
fications and  the  requirements  of  the  markets. 

*  This  poultry  food  is  made  by  f^rinding  oats  into  a  fine  meal.  The 
special  finely-ground  product  required  is  obtained  by  mixing  a  small 
proportion  ot  barley  with  hard  flinty  oats.  Russian  and  other  foreign  oats 
are  usually  employed  in  preference  to  the  softer  home-grown  grain. 
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Turkeys  should  be  sent  to  market  in  baskets  or  strong 
crates,  laid  breast  downwards  on  clean  straw  and  packed 
tightly  to  prevent  them  moving  while  in  transit.  Clean 
butter  paper  may  with  advantage  be  placed  above  and 
below  each  layer  of  birds  to  prevent  the  straw  marking 
and  rul:)bing  them.  The  number  and  actual  weight  of  the 
contents  sliould  be  marked  on  the  outside  of  each  package, 
as  well  as  the  name  of  the  sender,  and  a  postcard  should  be 
sent  to  the  buyer  or  salesman  stating  by  what  route  and 
train  the  crate  is  being  sent. 

At  the  London  Markets  turkeys  fetch  high  prices 
according  to  size,  appearance  and  straightness  of  breast  bone, 
at  and  for  a  very  short  time  after  Christmas.  As  to  days 
of  the  weeks  at  Smithfield  (Central  Market),  Tuesdays, 
Thursdays  and  Fridays  are  best ;  at  Leadenhall,  Mondays, 
Wednesdays,  Thursdays  and  Saturdays. 

The  following  information  regarding  the  periods  of  demand 
and  weights  required  at  various  other  markets  was  collected 

by  the  Board's  Market  Reporters  some  two  years  ago  : — 

Market. 
Weights  in most 
demand. 

Season. If  fatted. Average  prices. 
(1907.) 

lb. 

per  lb. 
Liverpool 12-16 Christmas Ordinarily  fed 'Jd.-lOd.  wholesale, 

llrf.-l.*.  retail. 
Manchester  ... Hens.  6-8 Christmas No ld.-\Od.  wholesale, 

Cocks,  10-16. 9d.-\s.  retail. 
Birmingham ... 13-15 Christmas, Ordinarily  fed Sd.  -  lOd.,  or  more 

at  Christmas. English. at  Christmas. 
Oct.-Feb., 
foreign. 

Glasgow 12-15 Oct.-May 
No 

Is.-U.  2d. 
Edinburgh    . . . 12-15 Oct.-May 

No U.-U.  2d. 

Brighton 10-16 Oct.-Feb. 
Yes 

'3d.-ls. 

Chichester Hens,  10-12 Christmas- Fatted,  but  not Hens,  10//.  ;  Cocks, 
Cocks.  16-18. Easter. crammed. 

U. 

Portsmouth  ... 7-18 Oct.-BIarch Yes 8d.-U.  M. 
Dorchester 18-22 Christmas 

Yes 6.^'.-18.^.  (each). 

Plymouth 16-20 Christmas Well  fed,  not 10/7. 
crammed. 

Bristol Hens,  8-12 Xov.  Feb. Well  fatted Hens,  M-9d. ; 
Cocks,  11-20. Cocks,  ̂ d.-\Od. wholesale. 

Newport,  iMou. 12-13 Oct.-March Unfatted l.f.-l*.  2d. 

generally. 
Hereford 12-U Christmas Yes Ud.-\g.  2d. 
Wolverhampton 12-14 

Dec. No 12«.-14«.  (each, 
(dressed). 

dressed). 

Shrewsbury  ... 12-15 Nov.-March. Yes Hens,  8/Z. ;  Cocks, 
M.-lQd. 

Chester 10-14 Dec.-Feb. Natural feeding. 
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Market. 
Weights  in most 
demand. 

Season. If  fatted. Average  prices. 
(1907.) 

lb. 

per  lb. 
Carlisle 

16 Christmas Not  artificially 1*. 
Aberdeen 10-16 Dec— Jan. 

Yes 
8d.-ls. 

Dundee 14 
Christmas Yes 8d.-10d.  at  Christ- 

mas, 1 (whole- sale)   at  other 
times. 

Newcastle  ... 12-15 Nov.— Feb.,  esp. 
Yes 

10^/.-l.v. 
Christmas. 

Darlington 12-16 Christmas— end 
Ordinarily lOd.-ls. 

Jan. fatted. 
York  15-20 Christmas Xot  artilicially Ix.-ls.  Sd, 
Leeds  and 16-20 Christmas  and Yes lOd.-ls. 

Bradford. winter  months. 
Wakefield  ... 14-20 Christmas Ordinarily 1 «.-!,«.  2d. 
Hull  Hens,  10 Christmas 

No 
lOd.-ls. 

Cocks,  20. 
Lincoln 9-20 

Sept.-Jan. 
Yes Is -1.1.  2d. 

Derby  16-20 Christmas 
No 

9d.-ls. 
Leicester 12-14 Christmas Yes Is.-ls.  2d. 

Peterborough 12-14 Christmas Ordinarily Is. 

Norwich 20-25 Christmas By  ordinary 
Is.-ls.  id. 

methods. 
Ipswich 10-12 Christmas Yes. Is.-U.  2d. 

4,  Whitehall  Place,  London,  S.W. 
January,  1910. 

Copies  of  this  leaflet  may  he  obtained  free  of  charge  and 
post  free  on  application  to  the  Secretary,  Board  of  Agri- 

culture and  Fi>iheries,  4,  Whitehall  Place,  London,  S.  W. 
A  2^cim'pidet  containing  16  Leaflets  dealing  with  Poultry 

and  Bees,  their  Byreding  and  Management,  ran  he  obtained 
from  the  same  address,  price  Id.  post  free. 
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The  smallest  donation  will  be  thacikfully  received  for  this  object  by  the 
Hon.  Treasurer, 

All  members  not  receiving  their  copies  of  "  Bird  Notes  "  by  the  20th 
of  earh;  month  should  at  once  write  the  Pnblibher  complaining  of  tko 
omission. 



YOU  LIKE 

:  :  HYDE'S  :  : 

BIRD  SEEPS  I 

Have  you  tried  their 

DOG  and  PUPPY  CAKES 

Hfde's  'to'  Poultry  Food  and  Sfice Invalaalile  for  Kens  In 

Cold  or  Damp  Weather. 

H  Y  D  E  S' 

Chick  Feed  &  Dry  Feed 
For  Chicks. 

WHOLESALE  OF 

R.  HYDE  &  Co.,  Ltd.  cambe
rwell,s.e 



"  STAMIN " 
 FOR  STAMINA.  

The  Ideal  Food  for  all  British  and  Foreign  In- 
sectivorous and  Frugivorotis  Birds. 

^'  STAMIN  "  is  mixed  from  absolutely  the  finest 
ingredients  for  ail  Soft  bills,  giving 
Stamina  to  the  most  Delicate  Birds. 

*'  STAMIN  "  is  a  proved  success,  and  is  used  largely  in  the 
Birdrooms  and  Aviaries  of  such  leading  Avicul- 
turists  as : 

H.  D.  Astley,  Esq.,  M.A.,  F.Z.S.,  M.B.O.U- 
E.J.  Brook,  Esq. 
R.  Pauvvels,  Esq. 
Hy.  Willford,  Esq. 
Dr.  A.  Walker,  M.A.,  B.Sc  ,  M.D., 

and  many  others. 

STAMIN  "  can  be  given  dry,  as  supplied,  or  made  cra-jib'y  moist  with 
boiling  water.  I  strongly  reoomtnend  it  being  given  both 

dry  and  moist.  "  STAMIN  "  Ayill  also  be  found  a  graud 
tit  hit  for  all  Finches,  Bantings  etc.,  and  is  a  ane  conditioner 
for  all  birds. 

"  STAMIN  "is  1/6  per  lb,  postage  4d.,  7  lb  bags  10/-,  postage  paid,  1/3 
per  lb.  in  28  lbs.  lots,  or^6  10?.  per  cwt. 

"  SILKWORM  PUP^  "  imported  direct  from  Italy,  supplied  whole, 
medium,  or  finely  ground,  1/'  per  )b.,  3^  lb.  bag 3/9  postpaid. 

Your  esteemed  favors  may  be  posted  direct  to  myself,  but  prompt  delivery 
may  be  assured  by  posting  t-o  :  — 

My  English  Agent:— MR.  J.  YEALLAMS,  Havenstreet, 
Ryde,  I.O.W. 

who  will  be  pleased  to  despatch  any  orders  entrusted  to  him  per  return  of 

post. 

I 

ADDRESS:— 
Mr.  O.  MILLSUM, 

EVERBERG.  BRABANT,  BELGIUM 
Telegrams :  Millsum,  Everber^,  Belginm. 

^  Postage  to  Belgium :  letters  25d.,  Post  Cards  Id  ̂  

When  corresponding  with  advertisers  please  mention  "Bird  Notes. 



ALL  SUBSCRIPTIONS  DUE  ON  JANUARY  1st, 

PUBUSHED  ABOUT  THK   IStb  OF  EACH  MONTH. 

All  Kl^tB  Reserved.  PRICE,  3t.  Od. 

ANNUAL  SUBSCRIPTION  TO  NON-MEMBERS,   IS8.  0<L 

Edited  by  WESLEY  T.  PAGE,  r.2LS. 

DECEMBER,  1910. 
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Foreign  Birds    By  WESliEY  T.  Paqb,  F.Z.S 

Book  Notices  and  Bbvibw8:  The  Home  Life  of  the  Spoonbill, 
the  Stork,  and  the  Herons;  Canaries,  Hybrids,  and  British 
Birds  in  Cage  and  Aviary. 

Editokial:  Ow  Thanks;  A  Retrospect;  Blue  Budgerigars;  L.C.B.A. 
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MEMORANDA  FOR  MEMBERS. 

Annual  subscription  to  Membt  n  lOe^  due  on  tbo  Ist  of  January  in 
each  jear. 

A  New  Volnme  commences  every  Jacnary. 

All  Subscriptions  should  be  sent  to  the  Hon.  Treasurer,  H.  WlLLFOUD, 
Upland  View,  Havenstreet,  Isle  of  Wight. 

All  dead  birds  for  post  "mortem  examinations  should  be  sent  to  H. 
GRAY,  M.R.C.V.S.,  23,  Upper  Phillimore  Place,  London,  W. 

All  MSS.  for  publiaation  ia  "  Bird  Notes,"  and  Rooks  for  Review, 
proposals  for  new  members  and  advertisemt  nts  for  "The  Bird  Marl£et" 
should  be  sent  to  the  Hon.  Editor,  W.  T.  Page,  Glenfleld,  Graham 
Avenue,  Mitcham,  Surrey, 

All  enquiries  as  to  tho  treatment  of  Birds  should  be  sent  to  the 
following  gentlemen  :  —Parrots  and  PAirakeets,  H.T.T.Camps,  P.Z.S.,  I.iod.  n 
Eouae,  £Iadv(eriharn,  Isle  of  Ely.  luseotivorons  and  Frugivorous  Birris», 
RUSSGC  BuMPnuYS,  Brjn  Court,  Warlingbam,  Surrey.  Small  Seed-eating 
Birda,  U.  R.  Filmer,  52,  Ship  Street,  Brighton. 

***  All  letters  r^ferrimj  to  the  above  or  idmlification  of  birds  must  ecu- 
tam  a  penny  sla mp  Jar  rep'j/. 

All  applications  for  Show  Medals  and  enquiries  re  Shows,  should  be 
sent  to  Mr.  H.  M.  Townsend,  3,  Swift  Street,  Fulham,  London,  8.W. 

All  other  correspondence,  changes  of  address,  non-delivery  of 
Magazine,  etc.,  sbould  be  sent  to  the  Hon.  Business  Secretary,  H.  Willford, 
Upland  View,  Havenstreet,  Isle  of  Wight. 

This  Magazine  is  printed  and  published  by  J.  H.  Hen'stock,  Market 
Place,  Ashboirtne,  Derby.,  to  whom  all  orders  for  back  numbers  and  bound 
volumes  (with  retuittance)  should  be  sent. 

All  correspondence,  MSS.,  &c.  (also  remittances)  relatioR  to  TRADE 
ADVERTISE.MENTS  should  be  sent  to  the  publisher,  J.  D.  Benstock,  who 
will  quote  rates^aud  transact  all  bubiaess  connected  therewith. 

An  Illustration  Fund  is  kept  open  for  the  purpose  of  increasing  the 
number  of  plates',  other  than  the  reeular  income  of  the  Club  provides  for. 
The  smallest  donation  will  be  thankfully  received  for  this  object  by  the 
Hon.  Treasurer. 

All  mtmbera  not  receiving  tbelr  copies  of  "  Bird  Notes  "  by  the  201  h 
of  each  mouth  should  at  once  write  the  Publiohcr  complaining  of  Itp. 
omiskicn. 

BINDING  COVERS. 

A  New  Binding  Case  in  Art  Linen,  of  Handsome 
Design  is  being  prepared  and  will  |)e  ready  in  January. 
Further  particulars  will  be  announced  next  month.  The 

Publisher  undertakes  the  Binding  of  Volumes  in  the  Club 
Case. 
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Have  you  tried  their 

DOG  and  PUPPY  CAKES 

flfde's  'llitaz'  Poultrj  Food  and  Spice Invaluable  for  Hens  In 

Cold  or  Damp  Weather. 
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Chick  Feed  &  Dry  Feed 
For  Chicks. 
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The  Ideal  Food  for  all  British  and  Foreign  In- 
sect ivorous  and  Frugivorous  Birds. 

^  STAMIN  "  is  mixed  from  absolutely  the  finest 
ingredients  for  all  Soft  bills,  giving 
Stamina  to  the  most  Delicate  Birds. 

STAMIII  "  is  a  proved  success,  and  is  used  largely  in  the 
Birdrooms  and  Aviaries  of  such  leading  Avicul- 
turists  as : 

H.  D.  Astley,  Esq.,  M.A.,  F.Z.S.,  M.B.O.U- 
E.  J.  Brook,  Esq. 
E.  Pauvvela,  Esq. 
Hy.  Willford,  Esq. 
Dr.  A.  Walker,  M.A.,  B.Sc,  M.D., 

and  many  others. 

"  STAMIN  "  oan  be  given  dry,  as  supplied,  or  made  crumbly  moist  with 
boiliag  water.  I  strongly  recommend  it  being  given  both 

dry  and  moist.  "  STAMIN  "  will  also  be  found  a  grand 
tit  bit  for  all  Finches,  Buntings  etc,,  and  is  a  ane  conditioner 
for  ail  birds. 

♦  STAMIN  "  is  1/6  per  lb,  postage  4d.,  7  lb  bags  10/-,  postage  paid,  1/3 
per  lb.  in  28  lbs.  lots,  or  £6  lOs.  per  cwt. 

"  SILKWORM  PUP^  "  imported  direct  from  Italy,  supplied  whole 
medium,  or  finely  ground,  1/-  per  lb.,  3^  lb.  bag  3/9  post  paid. 

Your  esteemed  favors  may  be  posted  direct  to  myself,  but  prompt  delivery 
may  be  assured  by  posting  to  : — 

My  English  Agent  :-Ma.  J.  YEALLAND,  Havonstreat, 
Ryda,  I.O.W. 

who  will  be  pleased  to  despatch  any  orders  entrusted  to  him  per  return  of 

post. 

Mr.  O.  MILLSUM, 

EVERBERG,  BRABANT,  BELGIUM. 
Telegrams :  MUIsnni,  Everberg,  Belgium. 

Postage  to  Belgimn :  Letters  2id.,  Post  Cards  Id 

When  corresponding  with  advertisers  please  mention  "Bird  Notes. 
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