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PLATE I.

GENUS POEPHILA (Gould).

FTlHIS class of Finches are distinguished for their grace and beauty. They principally inhabit the
J- northern portion of Australia.

POEPHILA MIRABILIS {Bomb and Jacq).

BEA UTIEUL GRASS-FINCH.

rriHIS Finch is very often confused with the Poephila Gouldice, which it resembles in many respects,.

both in appearance and habits, and with which it often associates in large flocks. In fact, for

a long time the two species were thought to be identical
;

hut the error of this theory was pointed

out by Mr. Elsey, who lived in the midst of them on the Victoria River for many years, and whose

name is associated with many other discoveries.

It is found only about the north coast, especially on the Victoria River, where it is very

abundant.

Head and cheeks, carmine, below which is a band of black, and below this again is a line

of light blue; throat, black; back and wings, green, pissing into black on the primaries; across the

breast a patch of lilac ; under surface, orange ; tail and thighs, black : irides, light brown
;

bill,

fleshy-white
;

feet, flesh-colour.

Habitat: North coast.

POEPHILA PERSOXATA (Gould).

MA SRED < }AMSS-FIXCH.

THE present species was first procured by Gilbert on the north-west coast during an expedition

from Port Essington to the exterior.

It inhabits plains, being especially abundant near streams of water, where it congregates in

flocks of from twenty to forty.

Its food consists of seeds, and sometimes berries.

Its note is generally a prolonged and mournful cry, but, when on the wing, it utters a

feeble twit, twit, twit,



Tii, female is slightly smaller than the male, and her markings arc not so distinct.

Crown of the head, upper surface and wings, oinnamon-brown
;

lower part of abdomen, bounded

with black; lower pari ><\ rump and under tail-coverts, white: tail, brownish-black; [rides, red; bill

orange j
!,•,_>>. and feet, light flesh-colour.

Total length, inches: bill, | inch; wing, 2^ inch; tail, 2 inch: tarsi,
1

|fl
inch.

Habitat Morthein portion of Australia.

POEPHILA A( TTICAXDA {Gould).

LONG- TA ILED GRASS-FINCH.

fMlllS i- yei another of the many species tor which science is indebted to Mr. Bynoe, of the

1 " Hcagle," whose name will go down to posterity in connection with some of the most important

discoveries in the ornithology o|" the northern portion of Australia.

It inhabits any grassy plains through which streams run, and is thus easily able to procure

it^ food, which eon>ists of the seeds of grass and various plants.

Nothing important has been discovered of its habits.

The female is slightly smaller than the male, but the plumage is. in most respects, the same.

The crown of the head and cheeks are grey
;

upper and under surface, fawn-colour, becoming

darker Oil the flanks and vent; throat, band across the rump, and tail, black; tail-coverts, white;

w ings, blackish-grey : bill, legs and feet, orange ; irides, reddish-brown.

Total length. 5| inches; bill, | inch; wing, 2-f inches
;

tail, 3| inches; tarsi, | inch

Habitat: North-west coast of Australia.

POEPHILA C1NCTA (Gould).

BANDEh ( r RA SS-FIN CII.

rilH IS bird i- >o very seldom seen on the east side of the Great Dividing Chain, that it may be

•i- said to exclusively inhabit the interior. It is fairly abundant on the Liverpool Plains and other

'pen. grassy country to the northward.

Like the other members of the genus, it is generally found near a stream, and like them,

too, feeds on the seeds of various grasses.

The sexes do not differ in size, but the markings of the female are not so

those of the male.

well defined as



The crown of the head, the neck and ear-coverts, grey ; throat and lores, black
;

chest and

abdomen, reddish-brown; upper surface and wings, a darker shade; lower part of the body, both above

and below, surrounded by a black band
;

tail-coverts, white
;

tail, black ; irides, light-brown ; bill, grey :

legs and feet, pink.

Total length, 4| inches
;

bill, f inch
;

wing, 2| inches
;

tail, 2\ inches
;

tarsi, | inch.

Habitat: Interior of New South Wales and Queensland.

POEPHILA LEXCOTJS {Gould).

1 1 HITE-EARED < r H. i SS-F1NCH.

AMONG other valuable discoveries made during Leichhardt's various expeditions was the present

species of Poephila, which was procured south of Port Essington by Gilbert.

It is closely allied to Poephila Per'sonata, but differs, in some respects, in the plumage,

particularly in the white on the ear-coverts, throat and tianks.

Its food and, as far as has been ascertained, its habits also, are the same as those of its

congeners.

There is no material difference in the appearance of the sexes.

A band crossing the forehead, the throat, and a large patch on the flanks, black ; the

ear-coverts, a line beneath the black of the throat and a space surrounding the black patch on the

tianks are white ; crown of head, all the upper surface and the wings are deep brown ; chest and

abdomen, pale reddish-brown
;
upper and under tail-coverts, white

;
tail, black ; irides, brown

;
bill,

yellowish horn-colour; legs and feet, pale reddish-brown.

Total length, 4f inches; bill, | inch, wing, inches; tail, 2\ inches; tarsi, § inch.

Habitat : The interior of the north of Australia.
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PLATE II.

POEPHILA GOULDEE (Gould).

GOULDIAX GRASS-FINCH.

GOULD, in naming this bird after his wife, mentions that she accompanied him on his journey

to Australia and assisted him in other respects, and also expresses a hope that all other

ornithologists would sanction the dedication—-a hope that has been fulfilled.

The first specimen was forwarded to Gould by Gilbert, who discovered it on Greenhill Island,

in Van Diemen's Gulf. It has also been procured by Mr. Elsey and others on the Victoria River.

It inhabits thickets and mangrove swamps, but. on being disturbed, Hies to the top branches

of any tall tree that may be in the vicinity.

The stomach, which is very muscular, is generally found, on dissection, to contain grass seeds.

The crown of the head, throat and ear-coverts, black : down the sides of the neck, a broad

line of greenish-white ; upper surface and wings, yellowish-green : across the breast, a band of pale

lilac ; rest of the under surface, bright yellow ; tail, black : bill, white at the base, red at the tip
;

irides, light brown
;

legs and feet, flesh-colour.

Total length, 3| inches
;

bill, g inch
;

wing, 2^ inches ; tarsi, § inch.

Habitat : North coast of Australia.

GENUS AIDEMOSYNE (Reichenbach).

THE present genus was created for a bird which differs very considerably from all the other

Finches, especially in the extreme plainness of its colouring.

AIDEMOSYNE MOD ISTA {Gould).

PLAIN-COLOURED FINCH.

J I ^HE plain-coloured Finch is found in considerable abundance in the interior of the northern part of

J- New South Wales and the southern part of Queensland.

It is generally seen either in pairs or in small companies, seeking its food among the grass- •

The nest is composed of grass and fine fibres. The eggs are five or six in number, of a

plain white colour. They are half an inch long, by three-eighths of an inch broad.



The B6X6fl differ slightly in colouring, but the difference is scarcely noticeable, consisting merely

oi the abeenoe in the female of the black on the chin.

The fore part of the lead, deep crimson; chin, black; upper surface, blackish-brown; wings,

,l,n K brown; ramp and upper tail-coverts, with alternate bars of white and brown; tail, black; under

Burfaoe, white, transversely barred with lines oi brown; irides, red; bill, black; legs, brownish-black

Total length, »! inches; wing, -', inches; tail, 2 inches; tarsi, ;> inch.

Habitats [nterior of New South Wales and Queensland.

STAGONOPLEUKA GUTTATA.

SPOTTED-SIDED FINCH.

Till IIS is one of the few species of Finch which is found in the southern part of the continent-

I It i- rather plentiful in most parts <>f New South Wales, Victoria and South Australia.

In it- food and general habits it docs not differ from the other Finches, like them, subsisting

chiefly on grass seeds.

It- manner of constructing a nest is certainly original and very strange. It builds it among

the sticks composing the nest of some of the smaller eagles/ and the two species hatch their eggs

and rear their progeny at the same time. Sometimes, however, the nest is placed on a small branch

of a Eucalyptus or Apple-tree. In form it is round, with an opening in the side to admit the bird.

Five or six eggs are laid, white in colour, and of an elongated form.

The crown of the head and back of the neck are brownish-grey ; back and wings, dark

brown; a line round the eye, a band across the chest, the tail and Hanks, black, each feather of the

flanks having a s|><>t of white near the tip; rump and upper tail-coverts, bright scarlet; throat,

abdomen and under tail-coverts, white; irides, red; bill, red; legs and feet, purplish-brown.

Habitat > : Xew South Wales, Victoria, and South Australia.

GENUS T.KNIOPYGIA (Reichenbach).

OY this form there are three species, one inhabiting Australia, and the others some of the East

India islands.



TACXIOPYGIA CASTAXOTIS {Gould).

CHESTNUT-EARED FINCH.

TI^HIS is one of the smallest and, at the same time, one of the most beautiful of the Pinches yet

J- discovered in Australia.

It is found in the interior, its range extending from the Liverpool Plains to Western

Australia, and northward to Port Essington.

It assembles in small companies, frequenting most those places where the grass is abundant.

Unlike most of this class of birds, the colouring of the two sexes differ considerably.

The male has the crown of the head, nape of the neck and back, brownish-grey
; wings,

brown ;
tail-feathers, white, tipped with dark brown

;
ear-coverts, chestnut ; throat and chest, grey, the

feathers crossed by lines of black ; a black patch in the middle of the chest
;
abdomen, white

;
flanks,

reddish-chestnut, each feather marked near the tip with an oval spot of white : bill, orange
;

irides,

brown ; legs and feet, orange.

The female has the upper surface,, ear-coverts, wings, tail and flanks, greyish-brown : throat

and chest, grey
;
abdomen, yellowish-brown.

Total length, 4^ inches; wing, 2^ inches; tail, \\ inch; tarsi, ^ inch.

Habitat : Interior.
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III.

GENUS ZONiEGINTHUS (Cabanis).

THE two members of this genus which inhabit Australia, resemble each other greatly, both in

appearance and habits.

ZOlSLEGINTHUS OCULEUS.

RED-EARED FINCH.

WESTERN AUSTRALIA is the home of this species, which is generally found either in open

forest country studded with thickets, or in swampy situations and the borders of lakes and

ri vers.

Unlike its congener, it is a solitary species, more than one never being found in the same spot.

On dissection the stomach, which is not very muscular, is found to contain seeds of various

grasses. Its powers of flight are not great, and are used only to enable it to pass between the

different thickets, or from tree to tree.

Its cry consists of a single long drawn-out note,, which, heard in the still forest, sounds most

melancholy.

The lores, a line above the bill, and a circle round the eye are black, behind the eye is a

patch of scarlet
;

upper surface, wings and tail, olive-brown, crossed by numerous crescent-shaped bands

of black
; rump and margin of the base of the central tail-feathers, scarlet ; throat and breast, light

brown, crossed by crescent-shaped bands of blackish-brown ; abdomen, white, each feather edged with

black
;

iricles, red ; bill, scarlet
;

legs and feet, yellowish-grey.

The sexes are alike in colouring.

Habitat : Western Australia.

ZON^EGINTHUS BELLUS.

FlR E- TA ILED FINCH.

rriHIS species of Finch inhabits the whole of Tasmania and some parts of New South Wales. It

is generally seen in small flocks of from six to twelve, in the open forest, and very often in

the gardens of the inhabitants, its tameness of disposition making it a great favourite.



The food OOllBiBta of the Seeds i»t* various grasses and other small plants.

While perched on one of the brandies of a tree, it utters a single mournful note.

The breeding season lasts from September to January, when a large dome-shaped nest is

constructed of crass and the stalks of plants, and is placed among the branches of a low tree, generally

in a \.r\ conspicuous position. The eggs an* white, slightly tinted with pink. They are either rive

.•r >i\ in number, and are eighl and a half lines long by six and a halt' lines broad. Two or three

broods are reared in the season.

Tli' lor. -, a line across the forehead and a circle round the eye are black : upper surface,

win-- and tail, olive-brown, crossed by numerous narrow crescent-shaped marks of black; rump and

base of tail feather.-, scarlet : throat and chest light brown ; rest of under surface, grey, the whole

being crossed by crescentic black bar.-: irides, brown; bill, crimson: legs and feet, yellowish-grey.

Habitat-: Ta-maiiia and New South Wales.

GENUS .HGINTHA (Cabanis).

/ iARAXIS created thi- genus for a bird called by Latham, Fringilla Temporalis. It is the only

Vy species discovered in Australia.

MHNTELA TEMPORALIS.

RED- E YEBROWED FINCH.

fill I IS i- ,i fairly common bird in nearly all the open grassy glades and settlers' gardens of New
J- South Wales. Victoria and South Australia.

It i- very tame in disposition, and is easily reconciled to captivity.

During the breeding season it is mostly seen in pairs, but at other times assembles in large flocks.

During September and the two following months it builds a large nest of grass, lined with

down, placing it in a low bush or small tree. Either five or six eggs are laid, fleshy white in

colour, and seven lines long by five and a half lines broad.

The crown of the head is bluish-grey
;
upper surface, wings and tail, dark olive-brown

;
rump,

patch over the eye and bill, crimson : under surface, grey
;

irides, light brown
;

legs and feet,

yellowish-grey.

Habitats : New South Wales, Victoria and South Australia.



GENUS NEOCHMIA (Homb. and Jacq.)

/~\XLY one species is known of the present genus, which differs from the other Finches in it- long
* / tail and red colouring.

NEOCHMIA PHAETON (G. R. Gray).

CRIMSON FINCH.

fMHE honour of discovering this bird is due to two French naturalists, Messrs. Hombron and

J- Jacquinot, who found it at Raffle's Bay, near Port Essington, where Gilbert afterwards also

procured specimens.

It frequents mostly grassy plains, especially those studded with the Pandanus (Screw-pine), in

which trees it takes refuge when disturbed.

During the breeding season, which lasts from the end of November to February, it is seen

in small companies, ranging in number from two to six, but at other times associates in large flocks,

sometimes consisting of several hundreds.

The crown of the head and back ot the neck are black; lores, sides of the face, ear-

coverts and wing-coverts, crimson
;

under-surface, crimson, spotted on the flanks with white ; under

tail-coverts, black ; back and rump, grey
;

wings, grey, tipped with crimson
; upper tail-coverts and tail,

red; hides, light brown; bill, red. bounded at the base by a line of grey
;
legs and feet, yellowish-grey.

The female differs in having the upper surface In-own ; the breast and Hanks, greyish-brown
;

and centre of abdomen, buff.

Habitat: North coast.
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PLATE I "V.

STICTOPTERA (Reichenbach).GENUS

USTRALIA possesses two members of this genus, both of which are distinguished by a black zone

across the breast.

STICTOPTERA BICHENOVIL

BICHENO'S FINCH.

Tl^HE plains of the interior of Australia, particularly where small trees and bushes grow at intervals,

J- abound in specimens of this species, but it is difficult to define its exact locality.

It is very tame, and when disturbed from the ground, merely flies oft' to a neighbouring bush,

never going far. As a matter of fact, it would be impossible to go any distance, since its wings, from

their form, are evidently not intended for long flights.

It is seen in small flocks of from four to eight, generally on the ground procuring the seeds

which constitute its food.

The face, ear-coverts and throat are white, bounded all round by a band of black
;

crown of

the head and upper surface, dark brown
;

upper part of the rump, black
;

lower part of the rump and

upper tail-coverts, white : wings, black ; all the feathers except the primaries spotted with white
;

chest,

bufty-white, bounded below by a broad line of black ; rest of under surface, buffy-white
;

tail, black ;

irides, brownish-grey
;

bill, pale blue ; legs and feet, blackish-grey.

The plumage of the female is not so brilliant as that of the male, but otherwise is the same.

Habitat : The interior of Australia.

STICTOPTERA ANNULOSA (Gould).

BLACK-BUMPED FINCH.

THIS is the northern representative of Stictoptera Bichenovii, from which it differs slightly in colouring,

though their habits are very much the same.

It is found on the north-west coast and on the Cobourg Peninsula, generally on the grassy

banks of a river or small stream.



The throat. faoe, :i n« 1 ear-coverts are white, surrounded by a black band ;
chest, white, hounded

below by a broad band of black; abdomen, bufly-white; crown of the head, dark brown; hack and

wings, blackish-brown, the wings spotted with white; rump, tail-coverts and tail, black; irides, brown;

hill, bluish-grey ;
legs and feet, grey.

Total length, I inches; bill I
inch: wing, 2 inches; tail, 2| inches; tarsi, | inch.

Habitat: North-west coast <>f Australia.

GEN US BATH I LI)A ( Rcichenbach ).

f W\ 1 1 E only species known of this form inhabits the interior of Australia.

BATHILDA RTJFICAUDA (Gould).

RED TAILED FINCH.

/ i»>ri.|) at first gave the present species the name of Estrelda Ruficauda, but further investigation

' * showed that it differs from the Estreldm in several important particulars, and thereupon the

generic name " BathUda" was instituted for it.

It inhabits the interior of New South Wales, especially about the Namoi, where it is fairly

abundant on the grassy banks and among the rushes bordering this river.

In most of its habits it resembles the general body of Finches, like them feeding on various

small seeds.

Pace, bill and cheeks, scarlet, the feathers of the latter tipped with white
; upper surface,

bluish-grey ; wings, dark olive-brown
; upper tail-coverts and tail, crimson-brown

;
throat, chest and

flanks, delicate bine, each feather having a large spot of white
;

centre of abdomen and under tail-

coverte, yellowish-white: irides, brown: legs and feet, yellow.

Total length, 4| inches; wing, 2| inches; tail, If inch; tarsi, § inch.

Habitat : Interior of Xew South Wales.
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PLATE

GENUS CALAMOHERPE {Meyer).

~J^>OTH Europe and India contain members of this genus, of which two species inhabit Australia.

CALAMOHERPE LOXGIROSTRIS (Gould).

LONG-BILLED HEED- WARBLER.

THE present species is found among the reed-beds on the banks of most of the rivers and lakes, near

the coast of Western Australia.

It is very difficult to obtain specimens, as it is exceedingly shy, rarefy showing itself above the

tops of the reeds, and never going more than a few yards from the nest. Its presence, however, ma}'

be discovered by the beautiful song, which it pours forth incessantly, both in the day and night.

The food consists of insects obtained among the reeds.

It breeds in August and September, when it constructs a cup-shaped nest of dried rushes, lined

inside with the soft skin of reeds. The eggs, four in number, are in length three-quarters of an inch,

and in breadth five-eighths of an inch. They are greenish-white in colour, with patches of dark and

light olive irregularly distributed over the surface.

All upper surface and wings greyish-brown
;

tail, dark brown ; under surface and line over the

•eye, fawn colour ; h ides, light brown
;

bill, dark fawn colour
;
legs and feet, black.

The sexes are exactly alike both in plumage and size.

Total length, 6^ inches; bill, inch; wing, :) inches; tail, •"! inches; tarsi, I inch.

Habitat : Western Australia.

CALAMOHERPE AUSTRALIS (Gould).

REED- WARBLER.

THE Reed-Warbler may be found in most of the marshy places bordering the rivers and lagoons oi

New South Wales, Victoria and South Australia, but never visits Tasmania.

It remains in Australia from September till about the end of May, when it migrates to a

warmer climate, returning again when the winter is over.

Its food consists of coleopterous and other insects.



The breeding Sanson extends over November and December. During thai time it lays four eggs

|n R aimiUr m eharaet | r to that of the Long- Hilled Reed- Warbler, and, like it, placed between

Be^enJ Upright reeds, at aboul eighteen inches or two feet above the water. The eggs are greyish-white,

blotched all over with yellowish-brown and bluish-grey.

\\\ the upper Burface is olive-brown
;

wings and tail, dark brown, margined with olive-brown
;

Under BUrfaoe, light buff, becoming white in the chest and throat; bides, light brown; patch over tin

eye, white; hill, legs and feet, black.

Habitat-: N". W South Wales, Victoria and South Australia.

( ; I iNUS MIRA F RA ( Horsjield ).

OX I ,Y one distinctly defined species <>f this form inhabits Australia, though some naturalists consider

that there aii- two.

MIKAFRA HORSFIELDII (Gould).

//< WSFIELUS BUSH-LARK.

r Ml I IS i> the nearest approach in Australia to the Skylark of Europe; but there is a very large

difference between the two birds, both in appearance and habits.

The species under notice is pretty generally distributed over the plains of the interior of the

eastern portion of Australia.

Specimens obtained in Queensland differ slightly from those of New South Wales, a fact which

has le«! -<mie naturalists to divide them into two separate species, though the difference is scarcely great

enough to warrant that.

It is very seldom seen on trees, generally perching on a strong blade of grass, or remaining

altogether on the ground, where it will allow itself to be almost trodden upon before rising.

It> -mii-. which is very melodious, is uttered either while perched on a tree, or when on

the wing.

The general plumage is brownish -grey, with a spot of dark brown in the centre of each feather
;

wings and two centre tail feathers brown ; rest of the tail white ; over the eye is a patch of buffy-

white ; chin, white ; under surface, pale buft'y-white ; the throat crossed by a series of dark brown spots

arranged in a crescentic form; brides, dark brown; legs and feet, brownish-grey; bill, brownish-black.

The sexes do not differ either in size or in colourin»\

Habitats : Interior of Queensland and Xew South Wales, and part of Victoria.
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PLATE YI

GENUS PTENGEDUS {Cabams).

THIS genus was instituted by Cabams for a bird which was placed by Vigors and Horsfield among

the Anthi, and by Gould among the Cincloramphi, but which differs from both those genera

in several respects.

PTENXEDUS RUFESCENS (Cabanis).

RUFOUS-TINTED CINCLORAMPHUS.

ri^HIS is one of the most widely distributed of the Australian birds, being found in all

the colonies except Tasmania, though it only visits New South Wales and Western

Australia in the summer months.

It chiefly frequents thinly-timbered plains, generally remaining on the ground, but now and

again flying between the tops of the trees, or perching on one of the highest of them, all the time

pouring forth its beautiful song, which greatly resembles that of the sky-lark. The female always

remains on the ground.

During the breeding season, which lasts during October and the two following months, it lays

four eggs in a nest composed of grass, lined with hair and feathers. The eggs are ten lines long by

seven and a-half lines broad. Two broods are reared in the season.

The sexes are alike in plumage, but the male is almost double the size of the female.

The upper surfaee, wings and tail are dark brown, each feather margined with light olive-

brown ;
stripe above the eye, and the throat, greyish-white ; ear-coverts and chest, grey, the chest

having a spot of black on each feather
;

abdomen, white ; Hanks and vent, deep buff; irides, greyish-

brown ; bill, lead colour
;

legs and feet, light olive-brown.

Habitats.- -All the colonies on the continent of Australia.

GENUS SPHENCEAGUS {Strickland).

MEMBERS of this genus are found in India and Australia, and in most of the islands between

these countries.



SPHENCEACUS GALACTOTES.

TAWNY GRASS BIRR

mHE eastern and northern portiona of Australia are inhabited by this Bpecies, which dwells among

I tlu- loni; grass ami reeds on the borders of Lagoons and swamps.

I, ,, , ,|, on in t8, but, as it can obtain those among the rushes, and is, moreover, very shy,

I leldoni ventures out, and thus it is wry difficult to obtain specimens. It Hies only when pursued

closely, and then for a very short distance.

| t no jong, hut emits B harsh note several times repeated.

Crown of the head, rufous; upper surface and tail, brown, the feathers having dark brown

centres; wings, blackish-brown, margined with pale brown; throat and under surface, grey, becoming

darker on the abdomen and flanks, the feathers of the chest having a small spot of dark brown

ii, t | lr centre of each; rump, rufous; hides, lighi brown; bill, blackish-brown; legs and feet, brownish-

Hesh colour.

Habitats: ECastern and northern portions of Australia.

SPHEN(EACUS GRAMINEUS (Gould.)

LITTLE < illASS-BIRD.

nnHE Little Grass Bird is distributed over all the southern and western portions of Australia, and

1 is also found in New South Wales, but as it remains almost entirely among the reed-beds in swamps

it is very little known.

It is a very difficult matter to obtain specimens, as it is effectually hidden by the thick rushes,

and will allow itself to be almost trodden upon before vising. When disturbed, it Hies to a short

distance, and then once more conceals itself among the reeds and grass.

During A.ugus1 and September four eggs are laid in a riest made of fine grasses lined with

feathers, which is suspended from two or three upright reeds. The colour of the eggs is white, tinged

with flesh colour and spotted with reddish-purple.

The sexes are alike both in size and appearance.

All the upper surface brown, each feather having a darker centre
;
wings, brown, margined with

buff; tail, brown; stripe over the eye, white; throat and under surface, grey; irides, yellowish-brown;

bill, h gs and feet, fleshy-brown.

Total length, 5] inches : bill. § inch : wing, 2\ inches
;

tail, 2| inches : tarsi, % inch.

Habitats: New South Wale-. Victoria. South Australia, Western Australia and Tasmania.
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PLATE VII.

GENUS CINCLORAMPHUS (Gould).

THERE are two species of this genus, which is closely allied to the genus Megalurus. Its two

most distinctive features are the great disparity in the size of the sexes, and the beautiful song

•of the male.

CINCLORAMPHUS CRURALIS (Gould).

BROWN CINCLORAMPHUS.

THIS is a fairly common bird during the summer months in most parts of New South Wales,

Victoria, and South Australia. It arrives in these localities in August and departs again in

February, after performing the duty of incubation. It is particularly numerous in the Hunter River

district.

The male and female, when seen together, form a most curious contrast, the former being

more than double the size of the latter. They may often be seen running along the ground side by

side, the male all the time singing in a most animated manner. During the period of incubation he

hovers about the nest, often mounting in the air and pouring forth his beautiful anil lively song.

The nest is always made on the ground, generally in the midst of an open grassy plain.

The eofsfs are four in number.

The male has the whole of the plumage brownish-grey, each feather margined with greyish-

white
;

irides, light brown
;

bill, black
;

legs and feet, flesh-brown.

The plumage of the female is lighter.

Habitats : New South Wales, Victoria, and South Australia.

CINCLORAMPHUS CANTILLANS (Gould).

BLA CKBREASTED CINCLORAMPHUS.

THE range of this species seems to extend round the Australian coast from Port Philip to Port

Essington by way of Western Australia. Specimens from the various localities present certain

differences, but not enough to warrant their division into new species.



It resembles the Oinclorwnphus Crurctlis in some of its habits, especially in being only a

summer visitant to Australia, but i» much more shy and wild, and has not the beautiful song of

tl, lt bin], h- usual note is rather low and plaintive and not at all unpleasing, l>nt when flying it

Utters i harel) and disagreeable sound.

When not on the ground, it perches on one of the topmost branches 01 a nigh tree.

The nest, in which four eggs are laid, is constructed of grass, and is placed on the ground.

'I'll, eggs are bluish-white in colour, with blotches of chestnut-brown.

The upper Burface, wings and tail are brownish-grey, the feathers of the back having darker

centres; in fronl of tl ye is a triangular-shaped mark of black; throat and under surface, light

brownish-grey, the chest with a small mark of brown in the centre of each feather; the centre and

lower part of the abdomen darker than the rest of the under surface
;

irides, red ; bill, dark brown;

legs and feet, brownish-flesh colour.

Total length, 8 inches; bill \[ inch; wing, 4| inches; tail, 4y inches; tarsi, U inch.

Habitats : Victoria, South Australia, Western Australia, and north coast.

GENUS ANTHUS (Bcchstein).

r I "Ml IS well known European form is represented in Australia by only one species.

ANTHUS AUSTBALLS {Vig. & Horsf.)

A USTRALIAN PIPIT.

ri"M!IS i- tin prototype of the European Pipit, which it resembles in most of its habits, and also

J- in it- Bonsr.

It inhabits plains and open forest country in almost every part of Australia, except the

extreme north. It is also found in Tasmania.

It generally remains on the ground, where it obtains the insects and seeds which constitute

it- food When disturbed it flies to some little distance, when it again descends, either to a branch

of a tree or to the earth.

During the breeding season, which lasts from the end of August to January, it rears two,

and sometimes three broods. The nest is made of dried grass and is placed in a small depression

in the ground. The eggs are of a greyish-white colour, with spots of reddish-brown and bluish-grey.

They are either three or four in number, and are eleven lines long, by seven and a half lines broad.

V



Upper surface is dark brown, each feather margined with lighter brown
;

wings and two

centre tail-feathers, dark brown : the other tail-feathers greyish-white
;

ear-coverts, grey ; line over the

eye, throat and abdomen, white; shoulder and chest, buff ; the centres of the feathers being dark

brown ;
irides, dark brown : bill, grey on the upper mandible, black on the lower

;
legs and feet,

br< »wn.

The sexes are alike in plumage.

Habitats : Tasmania and all Australia, except the northern part.









PLATE

GENUS CHTHON ICOLA (Gould).

TJ1HIS Genus, of which only one species is known, is a cross, both in appearance and habits, between
J- the AcanthizcB and the Anihi.

CHTHONICOLA SAGITTATA.

LITTLE CHTHONICOLA.

TI^HIS is a rather common species in the apple and gum forests of New South Wales, Victoria, and

J- South Australia, where it is seen in companies of five or six running about the ground in

search of food.

It is very tame, allowing persons to approach within a few yards of it, and then only Hying off

to a short distance.

During the season of incubation, a dome-shaped nest is constructed in a hole in the ground,

generally in a grassy spot, where it is effectually concealed from view. The eggs are of a light

cochineal-red, with a zone of blackish-brown spots at the larger end. They are generally four in

number, their length being nine lines and their breadth seven lines.

Crown of the head, reddish brown ; back and tail, olive, the tail tipped with white
;
wings, dark

brown , under surface, huffy-white, each feather, except on the middle of the abdomen, with a stripe of

black down the centre
;

irides, yellowish-brown
;

bill, blackish-brown ; legs and feet, brown.

Habitats : New South Wales, Victoria, and South Australia.

GENUS CALAMANTHUS (Gould).

OF this Genus there are two members, one inhabiting the southern portion of Australia and the other

Tasmania.

CALAMANTJ I US CAMPESTRI 8.

FIELD CALAMANTHUS.

rilHE home of the present species is in the grassy plains of Victoria, South Australia, and Western

-L Australia, especially where there arc plenty of small bushes and scrub-like trees growing.



I, k ver, .| lV wtay, and is, therefore, very difficult to approach. When disturbed, it runs

along among the grass, or hides in a bush, very rarely using its powers of aight, which, as a matter of

t.i. t, an verj small.

1 1 fiviiuontly emits ii> soft »nd pretty note while perched on a small bush or shrub.

this Speeies and its convener emit a strong odour, which causes sporting dogs to point,

even at a considerable distance.

The breeding season lasts ft-ow the end of August to the beginning of* January. Tlie eggs,

w|jich either three or Pour in number, are laid in a globular-shaped nest placed on the ground, and

which is constructed of grass, lined with feathers. Their colour is light chestnut, spotted with brown,

the spots being mos1 thickly distributed at the larger end.

( f the head, rufous; upper surface, reddish-brown, each feather with a mark of black in

centre' wings dark brown*; tail,' reddish-brown, all but the two central feathers tipped with white:

a ,,(• whjte over the eye; ear-coverts and throat white; rest of the under surface greyish-buff,

p^j, feather marked with brownish-black; bill, blackish-brown: irides. buff; legs and feet, olive-brown.

Total length, I.
1

, inches; bill, g inch: wing. I'j inches; tail, 2 inches; tarsi, | inch.

Habitats Victoria. South Australia, and Western Australia.

CALAMANTHUS FULIGINOSUS.

S TRIA TED CA L. I .1/. I NTH I X

f M 1 1 1
". Striated Calamanthus is an inhabitant of Tasmania, w here it frequents the same kind of

I country as Calamanthus Campestris, namely, open plains and scrubby land.

It- habit- also resemble in most respects those of its congener. Like that bird, it very seldom

flies, but generally runs along the ground, from bush to bush, carrying its tail erect, it also emits the

same strong odour, which at once draws the attention of dogs to it.

It bieeds in September and the three following months. The nest is composed of grass and

Feathers, and contains three or four eggs, the average length of w hich is ten lines and a half, and the

breadth eight lines and a half. Their colour is chestnut brown, tinged here and there with darker

colour.

The -- \es do not differ in colouring, but the female is slightly smaller than the male.

The upper surface is greenish-olive, each feather having a mark of black: wings, blackish-

brown, tail, olive-brown; line over the eye, white; throat and breast, greyish-white; rest of under

surface, buff, each feather of the under surface having a narrow line of black down the centre; irides,

light butt"; bill, legs and feet, olive-brown.

1 1 tbitat : Tasmania.
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PLATE I IX.

GENUS PYRRHOL^EMUS ( Gould. )

fj^HIS is a purely Australian form, of which only one species is known.

PYKKHOLiEMUS BPJMNEUS (Gould).

RED-THROAT.

VICTORIA, South Australia, and Western Australia are the habitats of this bird, plains covered

with scrub and underbrush being its favourite resorts.

It runs about the ground in search of food, keeping its tail erect and uttering a low, piping-

note. Its usual note, which is emitted while perched on a bush or low tree, is very beautiful, and

is one of the sweetest sounds to be heard in the bush.

Its powers of flight, which are not great, seem to be scarcely ever , used, even to

escape pursuit.

In the spring it builds a nest of grass, lined with feathers, making it on the ground after

the fashion of the Calamanthi.

The upper surface, wings, and tail are brownish-black
;

lores, greyish-white ; centre of the

throat, rufous; chest and part of abdomen, bluish-grey; rest of under-surface, light buff; irides, light

yellowish-brown
;

bill, legs, and feet, blackish-grey.

Habitats : Victoria, South Australia, and southern part of Western Australia.

GENUS XEROPHILA (Gould).

TI^HERE is only one species known of this form, which approximates more closely to the Acanihiza

J- than to any other genus.



XEROPHILA LEUCOPSIS (Gould).

A

WHITE FACED XEROPHILA.

LMOST the whole of South Australia is inhabited by this species, small Hocks of from six to

sixteen being met with in most of the plains and low hills of that colony.

It- food 0Onsist8 of small seeds, and is obtained on tin- ground, where most of its

time is passed.

Of its oidification, Gould says: "The nest forwarded to me by Strange was of a rather large

1120 of a domed Bhape, with a hole for an entrance near the top, and was composed of dried grasses,

moss, spiders' webs, wool, the soft blossoms of plants, and dead leaves, matted together and warmly

lined with feathers. It was about seven inches in height and four inches in diameter."

The eggs arc three in number and are white, slightly tinted with flesh colour. Their length

jg i i-ht and a half lines and their breadth six lines.

The sexes are 30 much alike that dissection is necessary to distinguish them.

The forehead, lores, and a line over the eye are white
;
upper surface, wings, and tail, olive-

brown, all the feathers except the two in the centre tipped with greyish-white; throat and chest,

white; rest of under surface, pale buff: hides, straw colour: bill, legs, and feet, black.

Total length, 4 inches; bill, g inch; wing, 2^ inches; tail, lj inch; tarsi, | inch.

Habitat: South Australia.

GENUS ORIGMA (Gould).

JHTEW SOUTH WALES is the habitat of the only known species of this genus.

OR Hi MA KUBRICATA.

ROCK-WARBLER.

MOST of the eieeks and gullies, both in the interior and near the coast of New South Wales, are

frequented by the Rock-Warbler.

It runs over the ground and among the rocks very rapidly, uttering a shrill, squeaking note,

the tail all the time being elevated in the air.

The food consists of insects obtained among the fallen timber and leaves with which the ground
is strewed.



It breeds in August and the three following months, laying three eggs in an oblong nest,

constructed of small roots and spiders
1

webs, lined with feathers and sometimes oppossum fur, and

suspended from the roof of a cave or overhanging rock. The eggs are pure white, and are eight and

a half lines long by six and a half lines broad.

Two broods are reared each season.

The upper surface and wings are dull brownish-black
;

tail, dark brown : ear coverts and under

surface, rusty brown, becoming much darker on the abdomen : feathers of the throat, bordered with

black : irides, dark red
;

bill, legs, and feet, black.

Habitat : Xew South Wales.
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PLATE XI.

GENUS EPHTHIANURA (Gould).

rjlHREE members of this genus, all differing greatly in appearance, inhabit Australia.

EPHTHIANURA TRICOLOR {Gould).

TRI-COLORED EPHTHIANURA.

THE range of this bird extends westward from the northern part of New South Wales, especially

about the Liverpool Plains, into South Australia, though in the latter colony it is sometimes

found further south, in the vicinity of the coast. It is nowhere abundant.

It principally inhabits plains, covered with scrub and small trees, where it is seen in small

flocks of ten or twelve.

It feeds on insects, in the capture of which it displays great activity.

The male has the crown of the head, the breast, abdomen and upper tail-coverts bright

scarlet
;

ear-coverts, occiput, back, tail and wings, dark brown, the wing-feathers bordered with brownish-

white
;

chin and throat, white
;

irides, buffy-white
;

bill, legs, and feet, blackish-brown.

The colouring of the female is not so brilliant as that of the male.

Total length, Z\ inches
;

bill,
9
/ie mcn ', wing, 2f inches

;
tail, 1^ inch

;
tarsi, f inch.

Habitats : New South Wales and South Australia.

EPHTHIANURA AURIFRONS (h'ouid).

ORANGE-FP< WTED EPHTHIANURA.

THE species under notice is a native of Victoria and South Australia, where it frequents the same

class of country as its congener, Ephthianura Tricolor.

The food consists of insects of all kinds, and caterpillars.

The nest is constructed of small twigs, lined with fine grass and hair. The' eggs, four or

five in number, are white, with spots of reddish-brown distributed over the surface.

i



am

The lu'jwl, sides of the neok, ohest, ander Barfaoe, and upper tail-covcrts, golden-orange; back

I (rings, olive : kail, brownish-black, slightly tipped with greyish-white ; chin and throat, black
;

[fides, liffhl buff; bill, legs, and feet, black.

Total length, I inches ; bill, t, inch; wing, -A inches; tail, U, inch; tarsi, | inch.

Habitats Victoria and South Australia.

EPHTIIIAMkA ALBIFRONS (Gould).

WHl TE-FRi )N TED EPH TilIANUR. I

.

nnHE whole ol the southern part of Australia, from New South Wales to Western Australia,

I constitutes the habitat of this species ; it is not, however, found in Tasmania.

It associates in companies of from two to six, and like the other members of the genus

seldom leaves the ground.

In disposition it is extremely shy and wary, and on being approached immediately Hies off

swiftly to some distance.

It builds in September and October, making a strong nest of twigs and grass, lined with

hair and feathers, which is placed in a low bush or tuft of rushes. The eggs, which are either three or

four in number, are white, slightly tinted with pink, and spotted, especially at the larger end, with

bright rust-red. Their length is seven lines, and their breadth five lines.

The sexes differ considerably in plumage.

The male has the forehead, face, throat, and under surface, white, each feather slightly margined

with grey; occiput, black; chest crossed by a broad crescent of black; upper surface, bluish-grey;

wings, olive-brown; tail, dark brown; irides, orange; bill, legs, and feet, black.

The female has the upper surface, wings, and tail, greyish-brown ; throat and under surface,

Duffy-white, with the black crescent across the chest.

Habitats: New South Wales, Victoria, South Australia, and Western Australia.
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PLATE XI.

GENUS ACANTHIZA (Vig. and Horsf.)

THE members of this genus have an extensive range over Tasmania and the whole of the continent

of Australia, with the exception of the north coast. Some of them arc often the foster-parents

of the young of the Bronze Cuckoo.

ACANTHIZA PUSILLA (Vig. and Horsf.)

LITTLE BROWN ACANTHIZA.

THERE are very few parts of New South Wales in which this species is not found, frequenting

the thickets and even gardens in close proximity to dwellings.

It Hits about the bushes and the branches of trees, clinging to them in every variety of position

whilst active!}* engaged in procuring the various insects which constitute its sole nourishment.

Except when perched on a branch, it holds its tail erect from the body, a habit which is shared

by most of the members of the genus.

The eggs, which are either four or five in number, are laid in a nest composed of grasses and

narrow strips of bark, interlaced with the webs and cocoons of spiders. They are of a greyish-white

colour, freckled with reddish-chestnut, the spots being most numerous at the larger end, where they

often form a zone. The average length of the eo-o-.s is eight lines and a half, and the breadth

is six lines.

The sexes are exactly alike, both in size and plumage.

The forehead is rufous-brown ; the upper surface, wings, and tail, dark brown, tinged with

olive
;
rump, reddish-brown

;
throat, chest, sides of the neck, and ear-coverts, greyish-olive, each feather

margined with dark grey; under surface, buffy-white
;

irides, light yellow; bill, black; legs and feet,

light brown.

Habitat : New South Wales.

ACANTHIZA DJEMENENSIS (Gould).

TA S.)fANIAN ACANTHIZA .

TI^HIS is the Tasmanian representative of Acanthiza Pusilla, to which bird it bears a marked resemblance

A- both in habits and appearance, although slightly larger than that species.



Like ita Dear congener, it ia found in most of the brushes and forests of the colony, its food

being procured from anions tin- branches and loaves.

The breeding season lusts from August to January, in which period it not only rears two or

l>i k but also frequently acts as foster-parent to the young of the Bronze Cuckoo. The nest,

t|„,se of all the other members of the genU8, is dome-shaped, hut is rather stronger than most of

the Others, being constructed nol only of grass, hut also of fibrous roots and small strips of bark, the

whole Usual, being lined with feathers. The size of the eggs, which are either four or five in number,

i-, eight and a half lines by six lines, and their colour is pearly-white, with spots of reddish-chestnut

distributed over the Mirface.

[n outward appearance the sexes are very similar, dissection being necessary to distinguish them.

The forehead is rufoUS-brown; the upper surface and wings, brownish-olive; tail, olive-brown,

crossed bj a hand of blackish-brown ;
cheeks, ear-coverts, throat and chest, greyish-white, each feather

margined with olive-grey; under surface, very light huff; irides, red; bill and feet, brown.

Total length, I inches; bill,
'

„, inch ; wing, %

2\ inches; tail, 2 inches; tarsi, f inch.

Habitat : Tasmania.

A ( A NTH I /A (JROPYGIALIS (Gould).

CHESTNUT-HUMPED ACANTIIIZA.

rilHE habitat of the present species is the interior of Xew South Wales, particularly about the

J- Liverpool Plains.

It- habit- and mode of nidification are so similar to those of its congeners that a separate

description is not necessary. Suffice it to say that it feeds on insects, and builds a nest of a globular

form, though it is impossible to say exactly during what period it breeds. It is, most probably, however,

during the months of spring that the duty of incubation is performed.

The head, upper surface, and wings are brown, tinged with olive; tail, brown, crossed near the

tip by a hand of black: throat and chest, greyish-white; rest of under surface, buffy white; irides,

brown : hill and feet, black.

Total length, 3

,

: inches; bill, }2 inch; wing, 2 inches; tail, If inch; tarsi, f inch.

Habitat : Xew South Wales.
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PLATE XII.

ACANTHIZA APICALIS {Gould).

WESTERN ACANTHIZA.

ALL the forests in Western Australia abound in specimens of this bird, which is closely allied to

Acanthiza Pusilla, from which, however, it differs in its comparatively large size, and also in

some respects in the plumage.

It is arboreal in habits, and while on the trees displays great activity, leaping from branch

to branch, and all the time keeping its tail erect.

It feeds on insects, obtained among the branches and foliage of the trees.

During September and October, it makes a dome-shaped nest of grass and strips of bark,

lined with feathers, and having an entrance in the side. The nest is placed either in a low bush or in

a tea-tree. . Either three or four eggs are laid, in color, white, tinted slightly with tlesh colour, and

speckled irregularly, especially at the larger end, with reddish-brown. They are eight lines long and

six lines broad.

The female is smaller than the male, but as far as plumage is concerned, they do not differ.

The upper surface, wings, and tail are olive-brown ; the upper tail-coverts, light brown ; under

surface, grey ; the feathers of the throat and chest margined with black
;

hides, light red
;

bill, legs

and feet, blackish-brown.

Total length : 4 inches
;

bill, ^ inch
;
wing, 2 inches

;
tail, '1 inches

;
tarsi, |- inch.

Habitat : Western Australia.

ACANTHIZA PYRRHOPYGIA {Gould).

HED-RUMPED ACANTHIZA.

IN habits and general economy this species assimilates very closely to the Acanthiza Apicahs, but

differs somewhat in appearance from that bird, particularly in the reddish colouring of the

rump and tail-coverts.

It inhabits Victoria and South Australia, beino- found in considerable abundance in the wooded

country bordering the river Murray.

The stomach is fairly muscular, and, on dissection, is found to contain nothing but insects of

various kinds.

The sexes do not differ either in colouring or in size.'



The upper surface is brown, the feathers of the forehead margined with buffy-white; primaries,

brown' the remainder of the wings, olive ;
upper tail-coverts, rufous; tail, olive-brown, all except the two

centre feathers tipped with buffy white; throat and chest, white, each feather margined with black;

abdomen and Ranks, light buff; irides, brown
;

bill, brownish-black
;

legs and feet, light brown.

Total length, I inches; bill, .', inch; wing, 2 inches; tail, I

,

! inch; tarsi, f inch.

Habitats ; Victoria and South Australia.

ACANTHIZA [NOENATA (Gould).

PLAIN-COLOURED A CANTH I/. 1

.

rilllK Acanthiza Inomata differs considerably from the other members of the genus, both in the

I plainness of its colouring and the shape of the tail, which, moreover, it never erects, but carries

in :i ntraighl line with the body. These differences might almost warrant the creation of a new

genua, but as this is always inadvisable unless absolutely necessary, it has been placed in the genus

assigned to it by (b>uld.

South and Western Australia, in both of which colonies it is fairly common, constitute

it- habitat.

It i- generally seen on shrubs or small trees, among the branches of which it obtains the

varion- kinds of insects on which it feeds.

It \cry seldom breeds before November, in which months five eggs are laid in a dome-shaped

nest, made of tine grasses, lined with feathers, and placed in a small bush or scrub-like tree.

te eggs are white, slightly tinged with greenish-grey; they measure seven and a half lines

long, by five and a half lines broad."— (Gould).

The sexes do not differ in outward appearance.

The upper surface, wings, and tail are brownish-olive; the primaries, dark brown; crown of

the head, brown, each feather having a black spot ; under surface, greyish-white; ear-coverts, light buff;

Hides, greenish-white ; bill and feet, greenish-black.

Total length. :\h inches
; bill, ^ inch

;
wing, If inch

;
tail, 1^ inch

;
tarsi,

l

fu inch.

Habitats: South and Western Australia.

GENUS GEOBASILEUS (Cabanis).

Ill IS genus was instituted by Cabanis for two of the Acanthizm, which are terrestrial in their habits,

and which therefore may fairly claim to be genericallv distinct from the others.



GEOBASILEUS REGULOIDES.

B UFF- J! J MPE T) GE < >/>A SILK US.

IN most parts of New South Wales, Victoria, and South Australia this bird is found, generally

in small flocks of from six to fifteen.

It mostly remains on the ground, hut may often l>e seen searching for insects among the

brandies of trees and bushes, to which also it flies when disturbed. It is of a tame disposition, and

allows a very near approach without flying away.

It breeds in. September and the two following months, when it builds on one of the branches

of a tree, a dome-shaped nest, constructed of grass joined together by cobwebs and lined with feathers.

The eggs are four in number.

The crown of the head, ear-coverts, and rum]) are rufous ; the rest of the upper surface

and the tail, olive-grey, the tail having a broad band of greenish-black across the middle ; throat and

chest, light buff; abdomen, buffy-grey
;

irides, straw-colour; bill, grey; legs and feet, olive-brown.

Habitats : Xew South Wales, Victoria, and South Australia.
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I ACANTHIZA APICALIS (Could)

Western Acankhija.

3 ACANTHIZA I N OR NATA (CouldJ

ACANTHIZA PYRRH OPYCIA (Couldl

Red-rumped Acanthi3a.

CEOBASILEUS R ECU LOI D ES
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PLATE XIII.

ACANTHIZA NANA (Vig and Horsf.)

LITTLE ACANTHIZA.

THIS member of the genus Acanthiza inhabits the South-eastern portion of Australia, frequenting

various kinds of trees, among the branches of which it obtains its food, which consists solely of

insects.

The nest, like those of all its congeners, is constructed of grass, in the form of a dome, and

has an entrance in the side near the top. It is placed on one of the branches of a tree.

The sexes are so similar in outward appearance that dissection is necessary in order to distinguish

them.

All the upper surface is bright olive ; tail primaries, and secondaries, greyish-brown, tinged with

olive, the tail crossed near the tip by a band of black ; ear-coverts and throat, rufous
;

rest of under

surface, yellow
;
hides, brown

;
bill, legs, and feet, black.

Habitats : New South Wales, Victoria, and South Australia.

ACANTHIZA LINEATA (Gould).

STRIATED ACANTHIZA.

THIS, the smallest of all the Acanthizm, is found in New South Wales, Victoria, and South Australia,

principally among the creeks and gullies in the interior.

Like the other members of. the genus, it feeds on insects, and in the breeding season builds a

dome-shaped nest.

The female does not differ in outward appearance from the male.

Crown of the head and cheeks are brownish-olive with a fine line of white down the centre of

each feather
;
back, wings, and tail, olive-brown

;
throat and under surface, greyish-white ; the feathers of

the throat and chest tipped with olive-grey
;

irides, light brown
;

bill, black
;

legs and feet, blackish-brown.

Total length, 3| inches
;

bill, § inch
;
wing, 2 inches

;
tail, 1| inch

;
tarsi, f inch.

Habitats : New South WT
ales, Victoria, and South Australia.



ACANT1IIZA MAG N A (Gould).

GREAT AcAS II II/.A.

rp \^M \ \l \ possesses the largest Bpeoies yet discovered of this genus, in the person of the

I appropriately named Acanthiza Magna.

Uthouffh jomewhat larger than its congeners, it resembles them in its structure, the character

of ,t> plumage, and ill its mode of tlidification. As in the other oases also, the sexes arc alike in

plumage and size.

T head, back, and flanks are olive-brown; wings and tail, blackish-brown, washed on the

external webfl with olive; ear-coverts and patch in front of the eye, olive-grey; throat and under surface,

greyish-white, tinged on the centre bf the abdomen and on the vent with olive-brown; irides, orange;

bill, blackish-brown; lege and feet, light brown.

Total length, l| inches; bill, | inch; wing, 2| inches; tail, 2 inches; tarsi, \ inch.

I labil.it : Tasmania.

( ; I :< HJASI L EUS CHEYS( )RESOUS.

YELLOW-RUMPED dEOBASILEUS.

''MllIS is one of the two birds to whom the name of Geobasileus was given by Cabanis to distinguish

J- flu hi from the true Acanthiza, among which they were placed by Gould, but from which they

differ in being terrestrial instead of arboreal in their habits.

This particular species is found in Tasmania, and in all the continent of Australia except

the north.

It remains mostly on the ground, where it is seen in small flocks of from six to ten. Whilst

procuring it- food of insects, it utters a very pretty song, something like that of the European Goldfinch.

When disturbed it flies off to a short distance, then again descends, but on account of its tameness it is

|— ible to approach within a few yards without causing it to rise.

The nest, which is dome-shaped, is constructed of grass and leaves, and lined with wool and

feathers. It is, however, different from the nests of all the AcanthizcB in having a depression, like

another nest, on top. The use of this is not exactly known, but it is thought to be a roosting place

for the male. The nest is placed either on one of the branches of a tree or in a small bush or shrub.

The eggs, of which there are four or five, are nine lines long and six lines broad, and are flesh

colour, speckled with chestnut-red. Three, and sometimes more, broods are reared in the year.

Besides rearing its own progeny, it frequently performs the duty of foster-parent to the

Bronze Cuckoo.

The forehead, throat, and cheeks are buffy white, with a spot of black at the tip of each

feather; upper surface and wings, olive; rump and upper tail-feathers, yellow; base and tip of the

tail-feathers, light-buff, the middle portion blackish-olive
;

under-surface, greyish-white
;

irides, light grey;
bill, legs, and feet, black.

Habitat-
: Tasmania. Xe\v South Wales. Victoria, South Australia, and Western Australia.
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IP Hi-A. T IB XIV

GENUS SERICORNIS (Gould).

THE members of this peculiarly Australian genus inhabit the Southern portion of the continent,

where they are found in swampy places or in a secluded part of the forest, or in deep gullies

where there is a great deal of scrub. Their nests, like those of the AcanthizrB, are dome-shaped.

SERICORNIS OSCULANS {Gould).

ALLIED SERICORNLS.

SOUTH AUSTRALIA is the home of this species, which frequents most of the forests and gullies

which are thickly overgrown with scrub and creeping plants, among which it obtains without

trouble abundance of insects.

In disposition it is very shy and timid, and when disturbed, creeps underneath any kind of

bush or creeper which is at hand and then makes off very swiftly. It is always seen on the ground,

its powers of flight being seldom, if ever, used.

The difference in the plumage of the sexes is very slight, but the female is smaller

than the male.

All the upper surface, wings, and tail, dark olive-brown
;
spurious wing-feathers, black, margined

with white
;

lores, black ; a line above the eye, greyish-white ; throat and chest, yellowish-white,

spotted with blackish-brown ; rest of under surface, yellow
;

irides, yellow
;

bill, brownish-black
;
legs and

feet, yellow.

Total length, 4^ inches
;

bill, | inch
;

wing, "2 { inches
;

tail, 2 inches
;

tarsi, £ inch.

Habitat : South Australia.

SERICORNIS CITREOGULARIS (Gould).

YELLOW-THROATED SERICORNIS.

rnHE largest species of the genus Sericornis, namely, S. Citrcogularis, inhabits the brushes of New
South Wales, particularly those in the neighbourhood of the Liverpool range, and in the Illawarra

district.



I, , on]i geeo in the most secluded places, generally remaining <>n the ground, or <>n small

trt and bushes, When disturbed, it runs among fche underbrush, and is out, ol* sight very quickly,

DeB{ ifl nearly always placed in a bunch of moss, hanging, as is very common in those

part-, from one of the branches of a tree. The nest itself is formed of strips of bark, various grasses,

an. I moss, and is lined warmly with feathers. The eggs are three in number, and are one inch long

|j. ,
|

,| lt |i,„., broad. Their colour is brown, with spots of a darker colour irregularly distributed over

tin' surface.

The f inale is slightly smaller than the male, and her markings are not so distinct.

I,.,,,., and ear-coverts, black; a line of yellowish-white above the eye; crown of the head and

back, dark brown; wingfl and tail, reddish-brown; throat, chest, and abdomen, yellow; flanks, greyish-

brown; irides, yellow; bill, black; legs and feet, brown.

Total length, 5| inches; bill, inch; wing, 2;f
inches; tail, 2| inches; tarsi, 1 \ inch.

Habitat : New South Wales.

SERICOKNIS HUMILIS (Gould).

SUM/ 1R E-COLOURED SERIC0RN1S.

I N most parts of Tasmania and also in many of the islands in Bass's Straits this species is found in

I considerable abundance.

On account of the localities chosen by it (deep creeks and dense thickets being most frequented)

it i> very little known, and specimens are comparatively rare. Like the European Wren, it hops along

the ground, and among stones and fallen logs, where it obtains the insects on which it feeds. During

the breeding; -eason the male continually utters a cheerful and rather pretty note.

The nest, which is concealed among the thick underbrush, is dome-shaped, and is composed of

leaves and grass, and lined with fine fibrous roots and feathers. In this, three eggs are laid, ten and

a halt' lino long and eight lines broad. In colour they are fleshy-white, spotted with chestnut-red.

A- is usual with this genus, the sexes present little or no • difference in outward appearance.

The crown of the head, back, wings, and tail, dark olive-brown, tinged with red
;

rump and

upper tail-coverts, rufous
;

lores, blackish-brown
;

throat, greyish-white, spotted witli blackish-brown ; chest

ami abdomen, brownish-grey; irides. yellow; bill, black; legs and feet, brown.

Total length, 5 inches; bill, | inch; wing, 2| inches; tail, 2£ inches; tarsi, 1 inch.

Habitat- : Tasmania and some islands in Bass's Straits.
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PLATE

SERICORNIS FRONTALIS (Vi9. and Horsf.)

WHITE-FRi )NTED SERIC0RN1S,

THE White-fronted Sericornis inhabits the whole of the south-eastern portion of Australia, from

Spencer's Gulf to the northern part of New South Wales.

Like all its congeners it is found principally among the creeks and gullies, or in a dense and

secluded part of the forest. Its note is soft and pretty, and is uttered while hopping about in

search of food.

The breeding season extends from August to the end of December. The outer portion of

the nest is constructed of leaves and moss, and the inner part of grass and fibrous roots, the whole

being warmly lined with feathers. The nest is dome-shaped, and is placed, sometimes in long grass or

undergrowth, and at other times beneath a shelving rock on the bank of a creek. The eggs are white,

tinged with red, and spotted irregularly with reddish-brown. They are three in number, and are in

length ten lines, and in breadth seven and a half lines. Two, and sometimes three broods, are reared

each year.

The female is smaller than the male, but otherwise the sexes do not differ in appearance.

Crown of the head, ear-coverts, back, wings, and tail, are olive-brown
;

lores, blackish-brown ;

throat and chest, greyish-white
;

abdomen, white, tinged with yellow
;

flanks, yellowish-brown ;
irides,

reddish-brown
;

bill, brownish-grey ; legs and feet, brown.

Habitats : New South Wales, Victoria, and South Australia.

SERICORNIS LAEVIGASTER {Gould).

BUFF-BREASTED SERICORNIS.

rriHIS is the only species of this genus found in Queensland, where it was first procured by Gilbert

-L during Leichhardt's expedition from Moreton Bay to Port Essington.

It inhabits gullies and scrubb\~ places, remaining altogether on the ground and feeding on insects.

Of its mode of nidification nothing is definitely known : but it is not likely to differ in this from

Us congeners.

The female, though smaller than the male, is the same in colouring.



Upper surface, wings, and tail, are dark brown, the tail tipped with white; spurious wing,

feathers, blackish-brown, tipped with white; line above the eye and under surface, greyish-white ; brides,

greyish-white ;
bill, legs, and feet, blackish-brown.

Total length, i| inches; bill, g inch; wing, 2\ inches; tail, •-' inches; tarsi, g inch.

I [abital : [nterior of Queensland.

SERICORNIS MAGNIROSTRIS (Gould).

LA R < / E- I! 1 L LED SERICORNIS.

rilllls bird resembles SeHcomis Citreogularis in the manner of building its nest, and also in the fact

' thai i1 remains a great deal among the branches of trees.

It ia found in most <>f the gullies and brushes of New South Wales, both near the coast and

in the interior.

It is R very difficult matter to obtain specimens, as its shy disposition leads it to remain hidden

on the branches of a high tree.

The nest, like that of Sericomis Citreogularis, is placed in a mass of* moss hanging from one

of the branches of a tree, sometimes at a great height from the ground, and at other times very

low down.

It breeds from August to February, laying either two or three eggs of a reddish-white colour,

streaked and spotted with dark brown, and measuring nine and a half lines in length, and seven lines

in breadth. Two, and sometimes three, broods are reared in the season.

The ciown of the head and ear-coverts are light rufous-brown ; rest of upper surface, wings

and tail, brownish-black; under surface, grey; irides, brown; bill, black; legs and feet, brown.

Total length, 4^ inches
;

bill, f inch
;

wing, 2\ inches
;

tail, if inch
;

tarsi, :t

u
inch.

Habitat: Xew South Wales.

SERICORNIS MACULATUS (Gould).

SPOTTED SERICORNIS.

rilll IS member of the genus Sericomis is found in South and Western Australia, and on the north

coast. Specimens from the first two parts differ slightly in colouring from those procured on the

north coast, but the difference is too trivial to justify their division into two separate species.



It frequents the same class of country as its congeners, and like them also, is very shy. Its

powers of flight are very small, and are very seldom used, as it remains almost entirely on the ground,

and when disturbed creeps away among the scrub.

The nest is constructed in the same way as those of the other members of the genus. The

eggs, three in number, are fleshy-white, with spots and streaks of reddish-brown distributed irregularly

over the surface, being most numerous towards the larger end. They are nine lines in length, and seven

lines in breadth.

The sexes are exactly similar in plumage.

All the upper surface, wings, and tail, dark olive, tail, tipped with white
;
spurious wing feathers,

black, margined with white ; lores and ear-coverts, black : throat and chest, grey, spotted with black :

under surface, greyish-white, tinged with yellow; line above the eye, greyish-white; irides, greyish-white;

bill, black
;
legs and feet, brown.

Total length, 4^ inches
;

bill, % inch : wing. 2^ inches ; tail, 2 inches
;

tarsi, | inch.

Habitats : South and Western Australia, and part of north coast.
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GENUS CI ST ICOLA (Kaup).

MEMBERS of this genus are found distributed over all the eastern portion of the continent of

Australia.

CISTICOLA EXILIS.

EXILE GRASS- WARBLER.

THIS bird, which was known as far back as the time of Latham, and which was placed by him in

the genus Mahinis, inhabits New South Wales, Victoria, and South Australia.

It is found in all plains covered with long grass, among which it creeps, allowing itself to be

almost trodden upon before rising. Its powers of flight are only used on a last extremity to

save itself.

The food consists of insects of various kinds.

The male is slightly larger than the female, but as far as the colouring of the plumage is

concerned there is no difference between them.

All the upper surface, wings, and tail are blackish-brown, each feather narrowly margined with

rufous; chin and centre of abdomen, white; rest of under surface, legs, and feet, yellowish-buff: i rides,

brown
;

bill, black.

Habitats : New South Wales, Victoria, and South Australia.

CISTICOLA LJNEOCAPILLA (Gould).

LINEA TED GRASS- WARBLER.

THIS, the smallest member of the genus, inhabits the north coast of Australia, where it was first

discovered by Gilbert in a swampy place near Port Essington.

It is exceedingly shy in disposition, and remains entirely on the ground, always choosing places

thickly covered with long grass, which serves to effectually conceal it from view. The early morning

in the spring months is the best time to obtain a sight of it, as then the male often perches on a

high piece of grass, and pours forth a very musical, but feeble song.

Insects obtained among the grass constitute its food.



Crown "I" the head, back of the neck, and rump, rufous, with broafd str'ue 6f blackish-brown

down the head; back, wings, and tail, blackish-brown, the feathers margined with rufous, and the tail

tipped with white; throat and chest, white; rest of under surface, irides, legs, and feet, yellowish-buff;

bill, black.

Total length, 3? inches; bill. \ inch; wing, l£ inch; tail, 1 g inch; tarsi, | inch.

Habitat : North coast.

CISTICOLA MAGNA (Gould).

GREAT, GRASS- WARBLER.

rilHIS the least known, although the largest, sj)ecies of the genus Cist icola. It inhabits the eastern

* portion of Australia, but its range is not clearly defined.

In habits and manners it does not differ from its congeners, like them frequenting grassy plains,

and feeding on insects.

The sexes do not differ in colouring, but the female is somewhat less in size than the male.

Crown <»f the head, back, and wings, blackish-brown, each feather margined with brownish-grey;

tail, reddish-brown; chin and lores white; under surface, yellowish-white; irides, yellowish-brown; bill

^

black ; lees and feet, vellowish-brown.

Total length. 5| inches
; bill, f inch

;
wing, 2| inches

;
tail, 2| inches

;
tarsi, f inch.

CISTICOLA ISUBA (Gould).

SQUARE-TAILED GRASS- WARBLER.

TN most of the plains of Xew South Wales and Victoria, specimens can be found of Cisticola Isura,

J- so named by Gould on account of the short tail, which is its most distinctive feature. It has the

same shy disposition characteristic of all the species belonging to the same genus, and also resembles them
in habits, and in the class of food on which it subsists.

The crown of the head, back, wings, and tail, are blackish-brown, each feather margined with

buff: sides <>f the neck, flanks, and centre of abdomen, yellowish-buff; chest, buffy-white
;

chin, throat,

and vent, white ; irides, yellowish-brown
;

bill, legs, and feet, brown.

Total length, 4 inches; bill, \ inch; wing, If inch; tail, 1^ inch; tarsi, \ inch.

Habitats : Xew South Wales and Victoria.



CISTICOLA EUFICEPS {Gould).

RUFOUS-HEADED ORASS- WARBLER.

TI^HE range of the present species is very great, extending over the whole of the eastern [tart of

-L Australia, from Victoria to the north coast.

It is readily distinguishable from all its congeners by the rufous colouring of the head. Like

them, it inhabits grassy places and feeds on insects.

The sexes are alike in colouring.

The crown of the head and back of the neck are rufous
;
back, wings, and tail, brownish-black,

each feather margined with buff; throat, chest, and under surface, fawn colour; irides, very light fawn

colour
;

bill, blackish-brown
;

legs and feet, yellowish-brown.

Total length, 4 inches
; bill, ^ inch

;
wing, If inch

;
tail, l-£ inch

;
tarsi, f inch.

Habitats : Victoria, New South Wales, and Queensland.
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PLATE XVII.

GENUS ATRICHIA (Gould).

TWO species of this genus inhabit Australia. It is closely allied to the Sphenurce, which it

resembles in many respects.

ATRICHIA CLAMOSA (Gould).

NOISY SCRUB-BIRD.

FROM the peculiar structure, and the little that is known of its habits, this species will no doubt

prove to be one of the most interesting of all the Australian birds.

Unfortunately, on account of its very great shyness, very little is at present known of it beyond

the fact that it inhabits dense scrub. Its whereabouts may always be discovered by its peculiar noisy

note, but it is a very difficult matter to obtain a sight of it.

The sexes do not differ to any degree in plumage.

All the upper surface, wings, and tail are brown ; throat and chest white, with an irregular

patch of blackish-brown on the chest ; abdomen and flanks, reddish-buff
;

irides, dark red
;

bill, dark

brown
;
legs and feet, black.

Total length, 7f inches
;

bill, f inch
; wing, 3 inches

;
tail, 4 inches ;

tarsi, 1 inch.

Habitat : Western Australia.

GENUS HYLACOLA (Gould).

ONLY two specie's are known of this genus ; both inhabiting the eastern portion of Australia, though

one has a much more extensive range than the other.

HYLACOLA PYRRHOPYGIA.

RED-HUMPED HYLACOLA.

THIS species is distributed over the whole of the country from South Australia to the southern part

of Queensland.



| t [g found in small companies of four or five, generally on the sides of gullies, or in other stony

places which are. more or less, covered with scrub and fallen timber.

I, remains blmos1 entirely on the ground, and very seldom flies, hut eludes pursuit by running

along the ground and between the bushes with great rapidity.

Ajnong the fallen hunks of trees, and in small bushes it obtains great numbers of insects of

all kinds, which constitute its sole food.

While perched on a scrubby tree, or on a fallen limb, it pours forth a lively and musical song.

Dissection is necessary to distinguish the sexes, so much do they resemble each other.

Crown of the bead, upper surface, wings, and tail, blackish-brown, the tail tipped with white;

rump, rufous; under surface, greyish-white, spotted with black; irides, dark red; bill, grey; legs and

f( ct, fleshy-brown.

Habitats: South Australia, Victoria, New South Wales, and southern part of Queensland.

IIYLACOLA CAUTA {Gould).

CAUTIOUS IIYLACOLA.

TMlIK Hylacola Cauta is confined in its habitat to the scrub on the banks of the river Murray, in

I Victoria ami South Australia.

It is smaller than its congener, Hylacobi Pyrrhopygia, but in habits resembles it greatly. It

remains in the thickest part of the scrub, hopping over the ground in search of insects, all the time

holding the tail erect from its body. Occasionally it perches on a bush or low tree, and pours forth

its sweet and lively song.

No difference is perceptible in the outward appearance of the sexes.

Crown of the head, upper surface, and wings, brown, the primaries having the base of the outer

web white; tail, blackish-brown, tipped with white; line above the eye, white; under surface, greyish-white;

the throat, chest, and part of the flanks, striated with black; irides, brown; bill, black; legs and feet,

yellowish-brown.

Total length, 5| inches; bill.
B
/ie inch; wing, 2^ inches; tail, 'Jl inches; tarsi, % inch.

Habitats : Victoria and South Australia.
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PLATE XVIII.

ATRICHIA EUFESCENS {Ramsay).

RUFESCENT SCRUB-BIRD.

AMONG the forests about the Richmond River the Rufescent Scrub-bird is fairly abundant, although,

on account of its very shy disposition, it is very little seen. The first specimen was obtained

by Mr. Wilcox, but Ramsay was the first to give a description of its habits.

It mostly remains among creepers and vines, and, being a perfect ventriloquist, and, moreover,

having the gift of being able to mock the notes of all the other birds, it is easily able to throw

the observer off the track. Indeed it is most bewildering to be in its neighbourhood, as you will

hear the notes of different birds in all directions, whilst perhaps the cause of it all is at a very short

distance, hidden in some creeping plant.

It obtains its food of insects from the bark of trees, or from fallen logs.

Crown of the head, vent, flanks, and tail-coverts, rufous
; upper surface, wings, and tail,

blackish-brown; lores, pale buff; throat, chest, and centre of abdomen, dark grey; hides, yellowish-buff

:

bill, legs, and feet, black.

Habitat : New South Wales.

SPHENURA BROADBENTI (McCoy).

R UFO US-HEABED II /.'75TL E-B HID.

rpHIS species, which was first discovered by Mr. Broadbent, by whom the specimen was forwarded
J- to McCoy, is distributed sparsely over Victoria, never being found in other than scrubby places,

or dense thickets where the ground is covered with thick undergrowth.

It differs from the other members of the genus, which will be hereafter described, in the

greater length of the bill and wings, and in the rufous colouring of the head.

It is a very active bird, running with great rapidity over the ground, and along the logs with

which the ground is generally strewed.

Its note is very pretty, and resembles greatly that of the English thrush. It feeds on insects

The female is slightly smaller than the male, but does not differ from it in colouring.



The crown of the bead, back of the neck, and ear-coverta are rufous; back, wings, and tail,

brown; ohin, and space round the eye, white; under surf ace, grey
;

hides, brown; upper mandible

of the bill, black ; under mandible, white
;

leys and feet, black.

Total length, 7,' inches; bill, "/,, inch; wing, "•
'. inches; tail, 4'/ inches; tarsi, l-J inch.

I I. d. itat
: Victoria

GENUS PYCNOPTILUS {Gould).

''Mill'. <>i 1 1 !
\- Bpecies known of this genus inhabits Australia.

PYCNOPTILUS FLOCCOSUS (Gould).

DOWNY PYCNOPTILUS.

T^TOTHINQ i» known of this species beyond the fact that it inhabits scrubby places in the

-i-^l interior of New South Wales, being especially abundant about the river Murrumbidgee.

In structure it assimilates to the SphenurcB.

The upper surface, blackish-brown, inclining to rufous on the lower part of the back
;

wings,

tail, flanks, and vent, blackish-brown; chest, centre of abdomen, and under tail-coverts, deep rufous;

forehead, lores, and throat, light rufous; irides, bill, legs, and feet, blackish-brown.

Total length, 6| inches; bill, i inch
;
wing, 2| inches; tail, 2| inches; tarsi, 1^ inch.

Habitat: Interior of New South Wales.
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PLATE ZXXIX.

GENUS SPHENURA (Lichtenstein).

OF the three members of this group, two inhabit the eastern portion of Australia, and the other the

west coast.

SPHENURA BRACHYPTERA (Lioht.)

BRISTLE-BIRD.

THE present species inhabits scrubby places in New South Wales, especially where there is abundance

of long grass and creeping plants.

It runs along the ground very swiftly, seldom exercising its powers of flight, but eluding pursuit

with great ease by threading its way through the undergrowth. Its food, which is obtained on the

ground, consists of insects of various kinds.

The nest is formed of dried grasses, and is placed in a tuft of grass or a small bush.

The female is smaller than the male, but resembles it in plumage.

The upper surface is dark brown
;

the centre of the back, the wings, and tail, ' are rufous-

brown, the wings and tail feathers being margined with darker colour
;

under surface, greyish-white ; on

the crown of the head and back of the neck are short lines of greyish-white
;

irides, brown
;

bill, dark

brown
;
legs and feet, dark grey ; a line over the eye is pale buff.

Habitat : New South Wales.

SPHENURA LONGIROSTRIS (Gould).

LONG-BILLED BRISTLE-BIRD.

riMHIS, the western representative of the species, is found in reed-beds, and in places overgrown with

-L thick vegetation and long grass.

Although fairly abundant, it is very difficult to obtain specimens, on account of its shyness, which

leads it to remain almost entirely among the underbrush and grass. It very seldom flies, and never

at any considerable height from the ground. When running along the ground, it keeps its tail erect,

after the manner of the Maluri.



Bong, which is generally poured forth from the branch of a small scrubby tree, is loud,

and rather melodious.

The food consists of insects, and seeds of various plants and grasses.

The nest, which is large for the size of the bird, is of a round shape, and is made of dried

grasses. The eggs, two in number, are brownish-white, spotted with darker brown, the spots being most

numerous at the larger end.

Thi^ bird is smaller than the Sphcnura Brachyptera, but the only differences in the plumage

ftiv, thai it has a minus patch round the eye, and that the lines on the crown of the head are fewer

in number.

Total length, 7\ inches; bill, I inch; wing, 2£ inches; tail, 4 inches; tarsi, |- inch.

Habitat : Western Australia.

GENUS MALURUS (Vieillot).

TIMIK members of this genus are principally confined to the southern part of Australia and to Tasmania.

I They are not found in other countries.

The males are remarkable for the beauty of their plumage during the breeding season, but at

other times the sexes are alike.

MALURUS CORONATUS (Gould).

CROWNED SUPERB WARBLER,

T I iHIS is one of the few species of the present genus which inhabit the northern part of Australia,

J- where it was procured by Mr. Elsey, to whose energy many important discoveries in Australian

ornithology are due.

Nothing is known of the habits of this bird, but it is not probable that they differ much from

those of the other members of the genus.

The male has the crown of* the head light purplish-brown, with a patch of black in the centre
;

a baud of black extends from the bill to the back of the neck ; the back and wings, light brown
; tail,

greenish-blue, the lateral feathers margined and tipped with light brown ; throat and chest, buffy-white

;

resi of under surface deep buff; irides, bill, and feet, brown.

The female has the upper surface light brown
;

lores, and space behind the eye, white
;
ear-coverts,

chestnut
; and in all other particulars resembles the male.

Total length, 6^ inches
; bill, £ inch

;
wing, 2} inches

;
tail, 3| inches

;
tarsi, l| inch.

Habitat : Queensland.



MALUEUS AMAB I LIS (Gould).

LOVELY SUPERB WARBLER.

fI^HIS species, an inhabitant of Cape York Peninsula, resembles, both in appearance and habits, the

J- Malurus Elegans of Western Australia. It was first procured by one of the officers of the

surveying ship " Rattlesnake," and forwarded to the Zoological Society of London, in the proceedings of

which society the first description appeared.

The head, ear-coverts, and the centre of the back are delicate violet-blue ; the lores, throat,

chest, crescent across the upper part of the back, and the rump are black
;

scapularies, chestnut
;
wings,

brown ;
abdomen, greyish-white ; tail feathers, dark greenish-blue, tipped with white

;
irides, grey

;
bill,

black ; legs and feet, chestnut brown.

Habitat : Cape York Peninsula.
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Bristle- bird Long-billed Bristle-bird
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Crowned Superb Warbler Lovely Superb Warbler

i



HAF
CAi



PLATE SIX:.

MALURUS LONGICAUDUS (Gould).

LONG -TAILED SUPERB WARBLER.

THE present species is abundantly distributed over Tasmania and the islands in Bass's Straits, inhabiting

in particular all scrubby places and gullies.

It procures its food of insects on the ground, and among fallen trees and logs. It runs along

the ground with great swiftness, very seldom using its powers of flight.

During the winter it is very tame, but becomes much more shy in the breeding season.

It breeds from August to January, building a nest of grass and leaves, lined with feathers and fur,

and placing it either in a tuft of grass or in a small bush. The eggs, which are five in number, are fleshy-

white, with blotches of reddish-brown irregularly distributed over the surface. They are nine lines in

length and six and a quarter lines in breadth. This bird not only rears two or three broods of its own,

but also acts as foster mother to the young of Clirysococcyx Lucidus.

The male has the head, ear-coverts, and a lunar-shaped mark on the upper part of the back,

light blue; the rest of the upper surface, the throat and chest, black; wings, brown; tail, blackish-brown:

abdomen, greyish-white
;

irides, brown
;

bill, black
;

legs and feet, brown.

The female has the lores and a circle round the eye, reddish-brown
;

upper surface, brown ; all

under surface, greyish-white ; the rest as in the male.

Habitats : Tasmania and adjacent Islands.

MALURUS MELAN0CEP1IALUS (Vig. and Horsf.)

BLACK- HEADED SUPERB WARBLER.

THE Malurus Melanoc&phalus is found in parts of New South Wales, Victoria, and South Australia,

particularly in damp places, such as ravines and valleys where there is abundance of long grass.

It runs about the ground, holding its tail erect, and sometimes mounts on a high stem of grass

to pour forth a feeble, but not unmelodious note.

It is most closely allied to Malurus Cydneus, which it resembles greatly in habits.

The male has the head, neck, ear-coverts, tail-coverts, tail and under surface, black; wings, dark

brown; back and rump, scarlet; irides, bill, and feet, brown.

The female is brown, the under surface being lighter than the upper part.

Habitats : New South Wales, Victoria, and South Australia.



M A LU R TS BLEG A NS (Gould).

tWACEFri. Si rEh'li WARBLER

Tj^llls \m\ beautiful Bpecies is an inhabitant of Western Australia, where it is fairly numerous.

I,, habit8 it clues not diH'er materially from the other members of the genus, like them

.1 ruining it- gay attire only during the breeding season.

It breeds during September and the three following months, and lays four eggs in a dome-shaped

,,, .1 made of the bark of the Melaleuca (Tea-tree), lined with feathers, and suspended from some small

shrub-like tree, the Tea-tree being most frequently chosen. The eggs are about eight lines in length

and -i\ lines in breadth. Their colour is white, slightly tinted with pink, and spotted with reddish-

brown.

Th. male has the crown of the head, ear-coverts, and centre of the back, light blue; scapularies,

chestnut; back of the neck, throat, chest, and rump, black; wings, brown; abdomen, white; tail, dull

bluish-brown : iridep, bill, and feet, brown.

Tlx female ha- all the upper surface and wings, brown; throat and under surface, greyish-whit'-;

all the real very much the same as the male.

Total length of male, 5^ inches; bill, | inch; wing, L| inch; tail, 3^ inches; tarsi, 1 inch.

Habitat: Western Australia.

MALURUS CYANETJS (Vieiiht).

SUPERB WARBLER.

r Ml I IS bird is abundantly distributed over Xew South Wales, Victoria, and the southern part of

-L Queensland, and specimens have also been found in South Australia.

It frequents the same class of country as the Malurus Mclanovephalus, namely, damp places

covered with long grass and under-growth. It also frequents gardens, and sometimes even builds its

nest in trees in the middle of a town. Gould mentions having seen a pair building in a tree in

front of the Colonial Secretary's Office in Sydney.

It seldom flies, but runs along the ground very swiftly, keeping the tail erect.

Tin insects which constitute its food are obtained among the grass or from fallen logs and trees.

During the Autumn and Winter it is very tame, but on assuming its beautiful plumage the
male becomes exceedingly shy and timid, but at the same time most anxious to show off its gay
attire.



During the breeding season a dome-shaped nest, formed of grass and lined with feathers, is

placed in a bush or tuft of grass, and sometimes, but not often, in a tree. The eggs are pinky-white,

freckled and blotched with reddish-brown. They are four in number, and are eight lines long by five

and a half lines broad.

This bird rears two broods in the season, and morever acts as foster-parent to the young of

the Bronze Cuckoo, whose single egg is often laid in the nest.

The male has the head, ear-coverts, and a lunar-shaped mark on the upper part of the back

light blue ;
lores, occiput, chest, and back, black

;
wings, brown

;
tail, blue ; tail-coverts and under

surface, greyish-white ; irides and bill, light brown
;

legs and feet, dark brown.

The female has the lores and a circle round the eye reddish-brown
;

upper surface, wings,

and tail, brown ; under surface, greyish-white.

Habitats : New South Wales, Victoria, Queensland, and South Australia.

MALURUS MELANOTUS (Gould).

BLACK-BACKED SUPERB WARBLER.

IN the scrubby places bordering the river Murray in Victoria and South Australia, this species is-

fairly common, though, on account of its shyness, great difficulty is experienced in procuring

specimens. In appearance and general characteristics it is a medium between Malurus Cymwus and

Malurus Splendens, but exceeds either of them in its running powers, which are very great. In habits

it resembles the other members of the group.

The male has the back of the neck, a line through the eye, a band across the chest, and the

rump, black ; lores and patch beneath the eye, white
;

wings, light brown, tinged with green across the

middle
;

tail, greenish-blue ; all the rest of the plumage beautiful metallic blue
;

irides, brown
;

bill,

grey ; legs and feet, blackish-brown.

The female has the lores and a circle surrounding the eye, reddish-brown , all the upper

surface, brown ; under surface, brownish-white
;

wings, brown
;

tail, green
;

bill, reddish-brown.

Total length of male, 4f inches; bill, A inch; wing, 2 inches; tail, 2^ inches; tarsi, f inch.

Habitats : Victoria and South Australia.
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ZPHi-A-TIE IX X I.

MALURUS SPLENDENS.

BANDED SUPERB WARBLER

J j^HIS, one of the most beautiful of all the Maluri, is found about the coast of Western Australia.

In general habits it resembles its congeners.

The breeding season lasts from September to the end of December, during which time four eggs

are laid in a dome-shaped nest, constructed of grass and lined with wool or feathers. The eggs are flesh-

white in colour, with spots and blotches of reddish-brown distributed over the surface, particularly at the

larger end. Their length is eight and a quarter lines, and their breadth six and a quarter lines.

The male has the crown of the head, back, scapularies, and tail-coverts, deep blue ; ear-coverts

and wings, greenish-blue ; throat and under surface, deep violet-blue
;

lores, crescent-shaped mark across

the chest, and back of the neck, velvety black
;

tail, greenish-blue
;

bill, brown ; irides. yellowish-brown .

legs and feet, black.

The female has the bill, lores, and circle round the eyes, reddish-brown ; crown of the head

and all the upper surface, brown ; the external margins of the wing-feathers slightly tinged with green.

Habitat : Western Australia.

T

MALURUS PULCHEERIMUS (Gould.)

BLUE-BREASTED SUPERB WARBLER.

HE interior of Western Australia is the home of this species, which in manners and habits resembles

the other members of the genus. It is most closely allied to Malurus Elegans.

The nest, which is usually suspended from one of the branches of a low, scrub-like tree, is made

of grass and lined with hair or feathers. The eggs are either two or three in number, and are flesh-

white, blotched with reddish-brown.

The crown of the head and back, rich violet-blue ; ear-coverts and space round the eye, verditer

blue
;
throat, indigo-blue

;
lores, back of the neck, and lower part of the back, black ; scapularies, chestnut

;

wings, brown
;

tail, blue ; under surface, white
;

bill, black
;

irides, legs, and feet, brown.

Total length, 5^ inches
;

bill,
1

JW inch
;
wing, 2 inches ;

tail, 3^ inches ; tarsi,
15

/16
inch.

Habitat : Western Australia.



M A LU R CJS CR T ENTATUS (Gould).

BROWN'S SUPERB WARBLER.

rnllis Bpecies, first described by Gould in the " Proceedings of the Zoological Society," resembles

I closely tin' Malums Melanoccphalus, btlt differs from it in the deeper red of the back, and in its

smaller size.

|, j„ found aboul the north-western coast of Australia, particularly in the neighbourhood of

Porl Essinffton. The male has the head, neck, under surface, rump, and tail, black; primaries and

secondaries, brown; the rest of the wings, black; back, crimson; bill, black; irides, dark brown; legs

and feet, light brown.

The female is uniform light brown, inclining to white on the abdomen.

Total Length, 1 inches; bill, | inch; wing, l£ inch; tail, If inch; tarsi, finch.

Habitat: North-western coast of Australia.

M ALURUS L A M B E K T I ( Vig. and Horsf.J

LAMBERTS SUPERB WARBLER.

Tl 1 1! [)rescnt species, a close ally of Malurus Cyaneus, is found in most parts of New South Wales

and Victoria, and also in the southern portion of Queensland, but does not inhabit any of the

other colonies.

It resembles its near congener, Malurus Cyaneus, in its habits, mode of nidification, and in the

number and colour of its eggs.

The male has the forehead, ear-coverts, sides of the head, occiput, and upper part of the back,

violet-blue : crown of the head, throat, breast, crescent across the upper part of the back, and the rump,

black : centre of the back, light purple
;

scapularies, chestnut
;

wings, brown
;

tail, greenish-blue, margined

and tipped with brown; under surface, white; bill, black; irides, legs, and feet, dark brown.

The female has the body dull brown, the throat and under surface being much lighter ; bill

and space round the eye, reddish-brown.

Habitats : New South Wales, Victoria, and Queensland.

MALURUS LEUCOPTERUS (Quay and Gaim).

WHITE-WINGED SUPERB WARBLER.

rpHE White-winged Superb Warbler inhabits the interior of New South Wales, Victoria, and South
-L Australia, but is never found near the coast.



It is very shy in disposition, and, on being approached, runs off among the long grass at a

rate which soon distances the pursuer. It very seldom flies, but remains almost entirely on the ground.

The nest is constructed, in the shape of a dome, of grass, and has a hole in the side for

entrance. Four eggs are laid, the length of which is eight lines, and the breadth six lines. Their colour,

as in the case of the other members of the genus, is flesh-white, spotted with reddish-brown.

The male has the head, the upper and under surface of the body, and the tail, deep blue
;

wing-coverts, scapularies, and tertiaries, white
;

primaries and secondaries, brown, margined with white
;

bill, blackish-brown ;
irides, legs, and feet, brown.

The female has the crown of the head, and all the upper surface, and flanks, brown ; throat and

abdomen, brownish-white
;

bill, reddish-brown.

Habitats : New South Wales. Victoria, and South Australia.
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PLATE XXII.

MALURUS HYPOLEUCUS (Gould).

FAWN-BREASTED SUPERB WARBLER.

ALTHOUGH differing, to a certain extent, in form and style of colouring from the other members

of the genus, the differences are not sufficiently marked to justify the division of this species

into a new genus.

It is found in the northern part of Queensland, where the first specimens were procured

by Jardine.

Its habits, as far as is known, do not differ from those of its congeners to any

appreciable extent.

The crown of the head, ear-coverts, back, and two centre tail-feathers are deep blue ; the

remainder of the tail, brown, the whole tipped with white
;
space round the eye, and all the under surface,

light fawn colour, the throat and breast being much lighter than the rest ;
wings and irides, dark

brown
;

bill, black
;

legs and feet, fleshy-brown.

The female has the upper surface, wings, and tail, light brown ; under surface, creamy-white,

washed with fawn colour on the sides of the neck, the chest, and the flanks.

Total length, 4f inches; bill,
7
/16 inch; wing, 1^ inch; tail, "ij inches; tarsi, f inch.

Habitat : Xorth Coast of Australia.

MALURUS CALL AINU S (Gould).

TURQUOISIXE SUPERB WARBLER.

THE first discoverer of this beautiful bird was Mr White, who procured some specimens in the

interior, about 400 miles north-west of Adelaide.

In form it resembles most the Malurus Splendens, and its habits are the same as those

which characterise the other members of the genus.

The crown of the head, ear-coverts, and back are light turquoisine-blue ; a narrow line through

the eye, the back of the neck, and crescent-shaped marks across the centre of the back and the chest,

black ; under surface and two tail-feathers, violet-blue ; remainder of the tail, wings, irides, legs, and

feet, brown
;

bill, black.

Total length, 4^ inches
; bill, ^ inch

;
wing, f inch

;
tail, 2if inches

;
tarsi, f inch.

Habitat : Interior of South Australia.



M A L U IJ US LEUCONOTUS (Gould).

WHITE HACKED SUPERB WARBLER.

niHE characteristic feature of this Bpeoies is the white colouring of the hack, by which it may readily

1 be distinguish^ I from Malurus Eeuoopterus, to which, in other respects, it bears a strong

resemblance,

It inhabits the interior of South Australia, frequenting grassy and scrubby places.

In the BDling months it builds a dome-shaped nest, in which four spotted eggs arc laid.

The head, neck, under surface, rump, and tail are deep blue; the centre of the back,

shoulders, Boapularies, and wing-feathers (except the primaries, which are brown), are pure white; irides,.

bill, legs, and feet, brown.

Total length, .»! inches; bill, \ inch; wing, '2 inches; tail, 3| inches; tarsi | inch.

Habitat: Interior of South Australia.
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IP Xj .a. t IE XXIII.

GENUS AMYTIS (Lesson).

Tj^HREE species are known of this strictly Australian genus, which is nearly related to the Maluri.

AMYTIS STRIATUS (Gould).

STRIATED WREN.

THE habitat of this bird is the interior of New South Wales, more especially about the Namoi

River, where it frequents scrubby and grassy places almost devoid of trees.

In habits it resembles greatly the Maluri, like them feeding on insects obtained on the

ground, and only flying as a last resort to escape pursuit.

It breeds in the Spring months, building a dome-shaped nest of various grasses.

The upper surface is red, with a line of white down each feather
;

ear-coverts, black, striated

with white wings and tail, dark brown ; chin and throat, white
;

chest, buffy-white ; abdomen

brownish-grey
;

irides, light brown
;

bill, black
;

legs and feet, yellowish-brown.

Total length, 6^ inches
;

bill, f inch
;

wing, 2f inches
;

tail, 3^ inches
;

tarsi, 1
' inch.

Habitat : New South Wales.

AMYTIS TEXTILIS (Quay and Gaim).

TEXTILE WREN.

THIS is another inhabitant of the interior of Australia, but has a much greater range than its

congener Amytis Striatus, being found not only in New South Wales, but also in Queensland,

Victoria, and most probably in South Australia,

It associates in small troops from four to six in number, and runs over the ground, and

among fallen logs with great rapidity, all the time keeping its tail erect.

It feeds on insects of various kinds.

The nest, which is dome-shaped, contains four, and sometimes five eggs of a flesh-white colour,

spotted with reddish-brown.
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PLATE XXIV.

GENUS PSOPHODES (Vig. and Horsf.)

OF this form, two species exist, one inhabiting the eastern, and the other the western portion of

Australia

PSOPHODES NIGPtOGULAPJS (Gould).

BLACK-THROATED PSOPHODES.

THAT energetic and persevering ornithologist, Gilbert, has, in this bird, added another to the long list

of discoveries which science owes to him. He found it near the coast of Western Australia,

frequenting sand-hills covered with a species of Leptospermurn (tea-tree).

It feeds entirely on insects, obtained among the fallen leaves and sticks which strew the ground.

Of its mode of nidification nothing is positively known.

The upper surface is dark olive-brown
;

primaries, brown, the remainder of the wings, olive
;

tail-feathers, olive, margined with black, and tipped with white ; throat and chest, black ; a stripe of

white runs from the angle of the lower mandible ; under surface, ash-grey, tinged on the flanks with

brown ;
irides, dark brown

;
bill, legs, and feet, dark horn colour.

Total length, 6^ inches; bill, f inch; wing, 3^ inches; tail, 4^ inches; tarsi, 1^ inch.

Habitat : Western Australia.

PSOPHODES CREPITANS (Vig. and Horsf.J

COACH-WHIP BIRD.

HIS is one of the inhabitants of the dense brushes of New South Wales, which are the home of so

many peculiar forms of bird life.

It is very shy in disposition, and generally remains among the thick foliage of the trees, or

among climbing plants, clinging to them in various graceful attitudes. It obtains its food of insects

by scratching among the dead leaves on the ground, and turning over small stones.

Its note is very remarkable, resembling nothing so much as the cracking of a whip, and is

continually poured forth during the day, especially in springtime, when it becomes very animated

and lively.



The eggs, which are an inch and an eighth in Length, and thirteen-sixteentha of an inch in

breadth, are laid in a need formed of grass, and placed in a small bush. They are two in number,

and are greenish-white, spotted with black.

The male has the head, chin, ear coverts, and breast, black ; a large patch of* white on each side

of the n.ck ; all the upper and under surface, and tail, very dark olive-green, the three lateral tail-

feathers on each side, and some of the feathers on the centre of the abdomen, being tipped with white;

wings, olive-brown
;

[rides, dark red
;

bill, legs, and feet, black.

The female is smaller, and her plumage is not so distinctly marked as that of the male.

Habitat : Xew South Wales.

GENUS SPHENOSTOMA (Gould).

rMHE only known -pecies of this form, which is closely allied to the genus Psophotles, inhabits the

J- interior of Australia.

SPHENOSTOMA CEISTATUM (Gould).

CRESTED WEDGE-BILL.

rpHIS little-known species is found in the interior of New South Wales and South Australia, among
J- the low trees and bushes which grow in those parts.

It is ver}' shy and retiring in disposition, and for this reason, and also on account of the out-

of-the-way places it inhabits, next to nothing is known of its habits.

The nest is constructed of small sticks, and lined with fine classes. The eo-o-s are white, tinged

with green, and spotted with greyish-black.

The general plumage is brown, lighter beneath
;
chin, and sides of the head, white

;
wings, dark

brown, the primaries margined with white; tail, blackish-brown, tipped with white; irides, dark brown;
hill and feet, black.

Habitats
: Interior of Xew South Wales and South Australia.
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GENUS MENURA (Dairies).

TWO species of this very remarkable genus inhabit Australia. Some naturalists, Goulcl among the

number, divide them into three, making a separate species of the one from Victoria, but the

differences observable scarcely warrant this division.

MENURA SUPEUBA (Denies).

LYRE-BIRD.

THIS bird, known in different parts of the country as Menura, Lyre-bird, Pheasant, Mocking-bird,

and by a variety of other names, inhabits New South Wales, Victoria, and some parts of Queensland

and South Australia. It is found only in dense brushes and deep rocky gullies and creeks, but on

account of its shyness it is very difficult to obtain a sight of it.

It constructs little round hillocks, on which it dances about in the early morning or the

evening, when it also utters a loud and very musical whistle. It- also mocks all the other birds in

the forest, and even various sounds, such as those made in chopping or sawing wood. It imitates

especially well the notes of the Black Magpie and the Laughing Jackass.

I once saw in Victoria, early in the morning, several females and young birds sitting round

whilst an old bird was dancing and singing. They all watched very attentively, and when he had

finished one of the young birds got up and attempted to imitate him, making a most ludicrous

spectacle.

It feeds on the larger kinds of insects, obtained chiefly by scratching among the

fallen leaves.

It never flies, but runs along, leaping over logs and boulders, at an extraordinary rate, so

that, even if an observer happens to be near, it has gone like a flash.

The nest is placed generally on the ledge of an overhanging rock, in an almost inaccessible

position, but very often it is found on the top of a stump or in a hollow log. It is constructed

outwardly of sticks, inside of which fibrous roots and narrow strips of bark are interwoven, the whole

being warmly lined with feathers. Only one egg is laid, purplish-grey in colour, spotted with dark

brown. Its length is two and a half inches, and its breadth one and five-eighths inch.

The general plumage is bluish-brown; the wing feathers, rufous-brown; upper tail coverts

tinged with rufous ; chin and front of the throat, dark red
;

space round the eye, dark blue ; the

inner webs of the two outer tail-feathers are rufous ; to this a margin of bluish-grey succeeds ; then a

line of white, the outer webs and tips being dark brown
;

irides, dark brown ;
bill, legs, and feet, black.

The female is more greyish in colour, and is destitute of the lyre-shaped tail.

Habitats : New South Wales, Victoria, and parts of South Australia and Queensland.
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PLATE XX "VI.

MENURA ALBEETI (Gould).

PRINCE ALBERT'S LYRE-BIRD.

TT^OR a long time the only species known of this genus was the Menura Superba, but another was

discovered among the brushes of the northern part of New South Wales, to which Gould gave

the name of Menura Alberti.

In habits and general economy it is exactly like its congener, in fact, the only differences

consist in the rufous colouring of the plumage, and in the somewhat different shape of the tail, the

outer feathers, which in Menura Superba are the longest, being in this bird the shortest.

The nest is composed of sticks, lined with fine roots, and is placed generally in the fork of

a tree, near the ground, or on the ledge of a rock. The single egg which is laid is bluish-grey in

colour, blotched with very dark brown.

The male has the crown of the head and back of the neck, black ; the upper surface and

wings, reddish-brown
;

throat, rusty red ; under surface, grey
;
upper surface of the outer tail-feathers,

black ; under surface, silvery-grey, the two centre tail-feathers much longer than the others, and

crossing each other at the base
;

they are webbed only on one side ; the irides are dark red
; bill,

legs, and feet, black.

The female has not the peculiarly shaped tail, but in other respects is similar to the male.

Habitat : Northern part of New South Wales.
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PLATE XXVII.

GENUS EOPSALTRIA (Gould).

JpiVE members of this genus inhabit Australia, none being found in other countries.

EOPSALTRTA AUSTRAL IS (G. R Gray).

YELLOW-BREASTED ROBIN.

rr^HIS species inhabits New South Wales and Victoria. Like all the Robin tribe, it is very tame, and

J- when perched on a log or stump will sometimes allow persons to approach so close as to be almost

able to touch it with the hand. I have seen it following men from tree to tree when they are clearing

ground, and now and again darting down to pick up a grub as it is unearthed. One of them one

day came where I was sitting on the ground, and first of all picked up some March-flies which I

had killed, then perched on my boot, and finally on my shoulder, where he remained until a sudden

movement of my head frightened him. For several days after that 1 went to the same place, and each

time my little friend came up, first shyly, and then more boldly, until he was perched on some part of

my body, remaining there as long as I kept perfectly still.

Its food consists of all kinds of insects.

During the months of September and October, which constitute the breeding season, a small cup-

shaped nest is constructed of strips of bark, small roots and grass, the whole being fastened together

with cobwebs, and lined with leaves and fine grasses. Two eggs are laid, the colour of which is bright

green, spotted with chestnut-brown, and also to a small extent with dark brown. Their length is nine

lines, and their breadth seven and a half lines.

The female is smaller than the male, but there is no material difference in the colouring

of the sexes.

The head, ear-coverts, and back are olive-grey
;

wings and tail, brown
;

rump, chin, and under

surface, yellow
;

irides, umber-brown
;

bill, legs, and feet, black.

Habitats : New South Wales and Victoria.

EOPSALTRIA GRISEOGULARIS (Gould).

GREY-BREASTED ROBIN.

THE Grey-breasted Robin is found in most of the forests and thickets of Western Australia, where

it flits about from bush to bush, or runs along the ground in search of its food.

Its song consists of a long drawn-out double note several times repeated.

The breeding season is in September and October, when it lays two eggs in a cup-shaped nest,



.1

constructed of strips oi bark matted together with cobwebs, and lined with soft bark or leaves. The

rjjjjs are light brown in colour, spotted with yellowish-red. They are ten lines long, and seven and a

hall* lines broad.

The female does not differ from the male in outward appearance.

Crown of the head, ear-eoverts. and back, olive-grey ; wings and tail, greyish-brown ;
throat,

white; chest, greyish-white; abdomen, yellow; irides, umber-brown; bill, legs, and feet, black.

I lahitat : Western Australia.

EOPSALTKLA CAPITO (Gould).

LA RdE-IIEA DEL) ROBIN.

rill 110 brushes in the neighbourhood of the rivers of the north part of New South Wales are the home

J- of this species, which resembles greatly, both in habits and outward appearance, the Yellow-breasted

Robin.

It breeds in September and October, laying- two eggs in a nest formed of strips of hark, and

placed in the fork of a tree.

The female is slightly smaller than the male, but otherwise the sexes do not differ in appearance.

The crown of the head, upper surface, wings, and tail are olive ; lores and throat, greyish-white
;

under surface, yellow; irides, umber-brown; bill, black; legs and feet, brownish flesh-colour.

Total length, 5 inches; bill, | inch; wing, 3^ inches; tail, %\ inches; tarsi, \ inch.

Habitat: New South Wales.
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PLATE XXVIII.

EOPSALTRIA LEUCOG ASTER (Gould).

WHITE-BELLIED ROBIN.

THE present species inhabits the hills and high parts of Western Australia. No specimens have

been obtained on the plains.

Unlike most of the Robins, it is very shy and secluded in its habits, but in other respects

resembles its congeners.

Its food consists entirely of insects, obtained on the ground or among bushes and small trees.

The crown of the head, upper surface, wings, and tail are dark slate-grey, the tail-feathers

tipped with white ; under surface, white
;

irides, dark brown
;

bill, legs, and feet, black.

Habitat : Western Australia.

GENUS DRYMODES (Gould).

OF the two species known of this genus, one inhabits the northern part of Australia, and the

other the southern.

DRYMODES SUPERCILIARIS (Gould).

EASTERN SCRUB - ROBIN.

rPHIS species inhabits the north-eastern portion of Australia, being most plentiful in the vicinity of

J- Cape York. It is found in thick, scrubby country, and remains almost entirely on the ground.

It breeds in October and November, constructing- a nest of small twigs lined with fine fibres

and various grasses. The eggs, two in number, are in length one inch and in breadth seven-tenths

of an inch. In colour they are stone-grey, blotched and spotted with umber-brown. The sexes are

alike in colouring.

Lores, white ; beneath each eye is a mark of black
;

crown of the head, upper surface, and

tail, reddish-brown
; the two outer tail-feathers tipped with white

;
wings, black, with the base of the

primaries and secondaries, and the tips of coverts, white ; throat and chest, buffy-white ; rest of abdomen,

buff; irides, umber-brown
;

bill, black
;

legs and feet, yellowish-brown.

Total length, 8-j; inches
;

bill, f inch
;

wing, 3| inches
;

tail, 4 inches
;

tarsi, If inches.

Habitat : North-east coast.



DRYMODES BRUNNEOPYGIA (Gould).

SCRUB -ROBIN.

rilHK Scrub-Robin is found in the country bordering the Murray River, in Victoria and South

» Australia.

It is generally seen on the ground, running and hopp eg about, with its tail held erect after

the manner of the Mcduri.

In its mode of oidification it resembles its congener, the nest being made of small sticks, and being

placed "ii the ground at the foot of a tree. The male is considerably larger than the female, but

they are exactly similar in colouring.

Tin' head and upper surface are brown, the upper tail-coverts tinged with rufous; wings, dark

brown, the primaries and secondaries crossed near the base with white; tail, dark brown, all but the

two middle feathers tipped with greyish-white; under surface, greyish-brown, each feather tipped with

a crescent-shaped mark of brown; irides, reddish-brown; bill, black; legs and feet, dark brown.

Total length, .S inches; bill, § inch; wing, 3| inches; tail, 4^ inches; tarsi, 1^ inch.

Habitats: Victoria and South Australia.

EOPSALTRIA LEUCURA (Gould).

WHITE-TAILED ROBIN.

Tl^HIS bird, which, both in appearance and habits, bears a strong resemblance to Eopsaltria

J- Leucogaster, is exclusively confined to the Mangrove swamps bordering the north coast 01

Australia.

Nothing has been ascertained of its mode of oidification, but it most probably assimilates in

this respect, as in others, to its near congener.

The head and ear-coverts are black ; the upper surface dark grey, with a small patch of

white on the rump
;

wings, blackish-brown
;

tail, black, the base of the four external feathers on.

each side being white ; a band of light grey across the chest ; rest of under surface, white ; irides

dark brown
;

bill, legs, and feet, black.

Total length, 0* inches
;

bill,
I8

/1C inch
;

wing, 3^ inches
;

tail, 3 inches ;
tarsi, 1 inch.

Habitat : North coast.
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PLATE IXIIXIIZX:

GENUS PCECILODRYAS (Gould).

fJ^WO species have been discovered of this genus, both inhabiting the north coast of Australia.

PCECILODRYAS CERYINIYENTRIS (Gould).

BUFF-SIDED ROBIN.

rriHIS bird, which has many of the characteristics both of the Petroicce and the Eopsaltrice, inhabits

J- the north-west coast of Australia, particularly in the neighbourhood of the Victoria River, where

the first specimen was procured by Mr. Elsey.

Beyond the fact that it frecpuents scrubby country, nothing is known of its habits.

The crown of the head, upper surface, wings, and tail are brown
;

forehead, line over the

eye, and tips of the tail-feathers, white ; throat and chest, grey
;

abdomen, brownish-buff; irides, dark

brown
;

bill, legs, and feet, black.

Total length, G| inches; bill, § inch; wing, 3-^ inches; tail, 3|- inches; tarsi, -| inch.

Habitats : North-west coast of Australia.

GENUS PETROICA (Swainson).

~j^/|~EMBERS of this very prett\r genus inhabit most parts of Australia, four species being known.

PETROICA GOODENOVIL

RED-CAPPED ROBIN.

THE Red-capped Robin inhabits New South Wales, all the southern part of Australia, and

also some parts of Western Australia. It is not found near the coast, but is fairly plentiful in

the open forest land in the interior.



The nest i> composed grass and strips of bark, lined with feathers or fur. It is

placed sometimes in .1 hole in the trunk of a tree, and sometimes in ;i fork of a branch, but always

at a considerable height from the ground. The eggs, either three or four in number, are of a

greyish-white oolour, spotted with light brown, and, to a slight extent, with bluish-grey. Their

average length is aboul five-eighths of an inch, and their breadth half an inch.

The male has the upper sin-face, throat, and tail, black
;

wings, black ; the wing-coverts and

secondaries broadly margined with greyish-white, forming a conspicuous stripe along the wings ; also a

broad stripe of the same colour across the primaries; crown of the head, breast, and abdomen, scarlet,

passing into white on the venl and under tail-coverts; irides and bill, dark brown; legs and

feet, black.

Habitats: Xew South Wales, Victoria, South Australia, and Western Australia.

PETROKA PIKENICEA (Gould).

FLAME-BREASTED ROBIN.

IN Victoria and Tasmania this beautiful bird is very common, and is also found, but to a much less

extent, in New South Wales and South Australia.

It is very tame in disposition, and prefers the vicinity of habitations to the forests which

are frequented by the other members of the genus. When seated on a stump or small tree,

it may be approached very closely before taking flight.

During the breeding-season a nest is built of narrow strips of bark and various grasses, the

whole being matted together with cobwebs and lined with feathers and sometimes opossum fur. Three

s are laid, greenish-white in colour, and spotted and blotched with dark and light brown. They

arc nine lines long and seven lines broad.

The male has the crown of the head, upper surface, wings and tail, brownish-grey, the wing-

feathers edged with white; forehead, white; chin, grey; under surface, scarlet; under tail-coverts,

white ;
irides, dark brown

;
bill, legs, and feet, black.

The female has the upper surface, wings, and tail, brown ; under surface, reddish-grey.

Habitats : Victoria, Tasmania, New South Wales, and South Australia.
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PLATE XXXI.

PETROICA MULTICOLOR (Swains.)

SCARLET-BREASTED ROBIN.

THIS, one of the most beautiful, and at the same time one of the commonest members of the genus

Petroica, is found in Tasmania, and in the whole of the continent of Australia, except Queensland

and the north coast.

It is more arboreal in habits than the Petroica Phcenicea, but in its remarkable tameness, and

in its other characteristics, it closely assimilates to that bird.

Its food consists of grubs and various kinds of insects.

It breeds from August to the end of February, constructing its nest in the same manner as

its congeners, namely, of bark and grass, lined with hair and feathers. The colour of the eggs is

greenish-white, freckled with dark brown and bluish-grey, particularly at the larger end. In length

they are nine lines, and in breadth seven lines. Two, and sometimes three, broods are reared

each year.

The male has the head, throat, tail, and upper surface, black
;

forehead, and a patch on the

wings, white
;

wings, brown ; breast, and centre of abdomen, scarlet ; lower part of abdomen, and lower

tail-coverts, white ; irides and bill, dark brown
;

legs and feet, black.

The female has the upper and under surface, brown, with a patch of pink on the breast.

Habitats : New South Wales, Victoria, South Australia, Tasmania, and Western Australia.

PETROICA ERYTHROGASTRA.

NORFOLK ISLAND ROBIN.

ALTHOUGH resembling in a marked degree the Petroica Multicolor, the two birds have still

sufficient points of difference to warrant their division into distinct species. Gould at first believed

them to be identical, but on further investigation discovered his mistake, and restored to the present bird

the specific name of Erythrogastra, which had been assigned to it by Latham.

In all its habits it resembles its congener.

The male has the forehead greyish-white ; a patch on the wings, and the under tail-coverts,

white ; chest and abdomen, scarlet ; rest of plumage, black
;

irides, dark brown
;

bill, legs, and feet, black.

The female has the head, upper surface, wings and tail, reddish-brown
;

throat, buffy-white ;

chest and centre of abdomen, scarlet ; lower part of abdomen and under tail-coverts, white.

Habitat : Norfolk Island.



CjKNUS ERYT 1 1 KOI) RYA S
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TMIIK members of this genus resemble the Petvoicd' in many respects, but arc less bold and more
' arboreal in their habits.

ERYTHRODRYAS ROSEA (Gould).

R( )SE-BREASTED WOOD-ROBIN.

f n 1 1 E dense brushes near the coast of New South Wales and Victoria constitute the habitat of this

1 species, which is found there in considerable numbers.

It remains almost entirely in the interior of the forest, but although very seldom approaching

the habitation of man, it is still very tame, and it is therefore easy to obtain a close view of it. It

utters a feeble but cheerful note.

The male has the upper surface, wings, and tail, greyish-black ; a line of white across the

forehead : chest, and part of the abdomen, rich rose-red ; lower part of abdomen and under tail-coverts,

white; irides, bill, legs, and feet, black.

The female has the upper surface greyish-brown
;

wings and tail, brown ; under surface as in

the male.

Total length of male, 4^ inches; bill, -| inch; wing, 2f inches; tail, 2£ inches; tarsi, ^ inch.

Habitats : New South Wales and Victoria.

ERYTHRODRYAS RHODINOGASTER (Gould).

PINK-BREASTED WOOD-ROBIN.

T I ^ 1 1 10 present species is almost entirely confined to Tasmania, but stray specimens have been procured

-A- in Victoria and South Australia.

It frequents the densest and most remote parts of the forest, where its presence is only

betrayed by its cheerful, though low uttered note.

It feeds on insects, obtained chiefly whilst on the wing.

The nest is formed in the same way as those of the Petroicce, and, like them, it lays three

or four eggs, greenish-white in colour, and speckled with light and dark brown. The length of the

eggs is eight and a half lines, and the breadth six and a half lines.

The male has the head, neck, throat, back, tail, and wings, black, the wings tinged with

brown; breast and abdomen, light pink; irides and bill, black; legs and feet, blackish-brown.

The female has the upper surface, wings, and tail, brown
;

throat, brownish-buff ; chest and

abdomen, brownish-grey ; vent and under tail-coverts, buff.

Habitats : Tasmania, Victoria, and South Australia.
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PLATE XXXI.

P(ECILODEYAS SUPEKCILIOSA (Gould).

WHITE-E YEBROWED ROBIN.

OF this species, first discovered by Gilbert in the north part of Queensland, very little is known

beyond the fact that it inhabits dense scrub bordering the rivers in that region, particularly

the Burdekin.

Its shyness of disposition leads it to frequent the thickest part of the scrub, and it is

therefore very little seen. Like the Petroicw it carries its tail erect.

A stripe across the forehead and over the eye, the throat, lower part of abdomen, and the

bases of the primaries and the secondaries are white
;

lores, ear-coverts, and primaries and secondaries,

brownish-black
;

remaining wing-feathers, upper surface and tail, dark brown ; chest and part of

abdomen, light grey
;

irides, reddish-brown
;

bill, legs and feet, black.

Total length, 5 inches
;

bill, f inch
;

wing, 3 inches
;

tail, 2\ inches
;

tarsi, ^ inch.

Habitat : North-eastern part of Australia.

GENUS AMAURODRYAS (Gould).

rjlHE single member of this form differs considerably in the style of colouring from the Petroicm.

AMAURODRYAS YITTATA.

DUSKY ROB1X.

rpHE exclusive home of this bird is Tasmania, the situations most frequented by it being places thinly

J- timbered and covered with thickets and stunted growth of all kinds. It has not been found

on the continent of Australia. Like the Pctroica Multicolor it is very often seen in the vicinity of

dwellings, its taineness making it a great favourite.

While procuring from the branches of small trees the insects on which it lives, it utters a

low monotonous note.

The site usually chosen for its nest is a ledge of a rock, or some other sheltered place.

The structure itself is cup-shaped, and is built of roots, small sticks and grass, lined with wool or

fur. Three, and sometimes four eggs are laid, ten lines long and seven and a half lines broad. In

colour they are light greenish-blue, speckled with dark brown.

The sexes do not differ in outward appearance.



The upper surface, wings, tail, and ear-coverts are dark brown ; under surface, greenish-

white : irides, reddish-brown ; bill, legs, and feet, blackish-brown.

Habitat : Tasmania.

GKNUS MELANODRYAS (Gould).

OjOME naturalists consider that there are two members of this genus, but as this assertion rests on

^ very slender grounds, only one has been figured here.

MELANODRYAS CUCULLATA.

HOODED ROBIN.

f M 1 1 E Hooded Robin is found in all parts of Australia except the north, dwelling principally in

JL open forest country, where it is nearly always to be seen on some of the lower branches of

larire trees, Hitting about in search of insects. It does not inhabit Tasmania.

It breeds from September till the end of January, laying three eggs in a nest made of

narrow strips of bark and various coarse grasses, lined with fine fibrous roots and wool, and placed

in the fork of one of the lower branches of a tree. The length of the eggs is ten and a half

lines, and their breadth seven and a half lines. In colour they are light green, tinged with brown.

Two. and sometimes three, broods are reared each season.

The male has the throat, upper surface, wings, and tail, blackish-brown ; the feathers covering

the insertion of each wing, a band across the secondaries, and bands across the outer tail-feathers on

each side, are white ; breast and abdomen, white ; irides, blackish-brown
;

bill, legs, and feet, black.

The female has the upper surface brownish-grey
;

wings, as in the male
;

under surface, light

brownish-grey ; tail, brown, the lateral feathers white at the base.

Habitats : New South Wales, Victoria, South Australia, and Western Australia.







IP H. _A_T IE XXXII.

GENUS SMICRORNIS (Gould).

THE two species of this form are remarkable as being the most diminutive of all the Australian

birds.

SMICRORNIS BREVIROSTRIS (Gould).

SHORT-BILLED SMICRORNIS.

THIS very interesting bird has a most extensive range, being found in New South Wales, Victoria,

South Australia, and Western Australia.

It is almost entirely arboreal in habits, and shows a decided preference for trees of the

Eucalyptus tribe, among the branches and leaves of which it procures abundance of small insects, on

which it feeds.

The breeding season extends from September to December. The nest, which is attached to a

small branch of a tree, is globular in shape, with an entrance in the side. It is constructed of moss,

the down of flowers, and cobwebs, the inside being warmly lined with feathers. Three eggs are laid,

brownish-buff in colour, and speckled at the larger end with darker colour. Their average length is

about six and a-half lines, and their breadth four and a-half lines.

The crown of the head, centre part of the back, rump, tail, and wing-feathers, except the

primaries, greenish-olive ; rest of the upper surface and primaries, brown ; ear-coverts, brownish-grey
;

patch round the eye, white ; throat and chest, yellowish-white ; rest of under surface, light reddish-

buff
;

irides, light brown
;

bill, black
;

legs and feet, reddish-brown.

Total length, 3^ inches
;

bill, § inch
;
wing, 2 inches

;
tail, 1^ inch

;
tarsi, ^ inch.

Habitats : New South Wales, Victoria, South Australia, and Western Australia.

SMICRORNIS FLAVESCENS (Gould).

YELLOW-TINTED SMICRORNIS.

THE home of this, the smallest of all the Australian birds, is the northern coast of Australia,

more especially about the Cobourg Peninsula.

It always perches on the branches at the top of the highest trees, on which account, and

also from its diminutive size, it is difficult to discover anything of its habits, or even to procure specimens.



Iii its mode of oidification it resembles the Smicronus Itren'rostris, building ;i globular-shaped

neBt, with the entrance in the side.

The female does not differ in outward appearance from the male.

The upper surface is yellowish-olive ; the crown of the head and a line down the hack tinged

with brown; the wings and tail, brown, the tail being tipped with greyish-white; patch round the eye

nifoUS : under surface, yellow ; hides, light brown ;
bill, legs, and feet, brown.

Total length, 2;,
!

,

inches; bill,
5

/M inch; wing, 7

/is inch; tail, 1] inch; tarsi, B

/lfl
inch.

I [abitat : North coast.

GENUS GERYGONE (Gould).

Of this genus, which is closely allied to the Flycatchers, several species inhabit Australia, and

others the islands to the north of it.

GERYGONE CHLOBONOTUS (Gould).

GREEN-BACKED GERYGONE.

f 111 IK present species inhabits the northern part of Australia, frequenting the Mangrove swamps which

J- border the coast.

Its shy and timid disposition causes it to stay in the most retired places, and its green

colouring assists it in remaining secure from observation among the foliage of the trees.

It feeds entirely on insects.

The sexes are alike, both in size and colouring.

The head, centre of the back, wings, and tail are olive-brown ; a patch on the crown

of the head, and the remaining portion of the back, are olive-green
;

ear-coverts, olive-green,

margined with brown ; under surface, buffy-white
;

irides, reddish-brown
;

bill, legs, and feet,

greenish -grey.

Total length, 3^ inches; bill,
B

/18 inch, wing, 2^ inches
;

tail, inches; tarsi, § inch.

Habitat : North Coast of Australia.



GERYGONE LAEVIGASTER (Gould).

BUFF-BREASTED GER YGONE.

TI^HE same situations in which the Gerygone Chloronotus is found, namely, the Mangrove swamps on

-L the north coast of Australia, are also frequented by this bird, which, however, differs considerably

in habits from its congener.

It seeks its food among the foliage of the trees, and while engaged in this occupation, utters

a feeble but rather musical note. In disposition it is very tame, and it is possible to approach so

closely as to almost seize it with the hand before it leaves the branch on which it is perched.

Dissection is necessary to distinguish the sexes, so much alike are they in appearance.

All the upper surface and wings are brown
;

tail, brown, rufous at the base, and tipped with

white ; under surface, greyish-white ; hides, yellow
;

bill, legs, and feet, black.

Total length, 3f inches
;

bill, ^ inch
;

wing, 2 inches
;

tail, 1^ inch
; tarsi, § inch.

Habitat : North Coast of Australia.
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PLATE XXXIII.

GERYGONE FUSCA (Gould).

BROWN GERYGONE.

IN most of the brushes near the coast, in New South "Wales and Victoria, this species is found in

considerable abundance. It also inhabits, to some extent, thick forests in the interior.

It obtains its food in different ways, sometimes procuring it from the branches and leaves ot

the trees, and at other times catching insects ' whilst on the wing, after the manner of the

Flycatchers.

It continually utters a weak twittering note.

It breeds in September and the two following months, constructing of moss, bark, and various

soft grasses, a dome-shaped nest, with an entrance in the side in the form of a spout. Three white

eggs, slightly freckled with red, are laid ; their length is seven and a-half lines, and their breadth

five and a-half lines.

The upper surface, wings, and base of the tail, brown ; a band of black stretches

across the tail near the tip, the extremities of the feathers being white ; under surface, light yellow :

irides, light red
;

bill, legs, and feet, black.

Total length, 3f inches
;

bill, \ inch
;

wing, 2^ inches
;

tail, If inch
;

tarsi, § inch.

Habitats : New South Wales and Victoria.

GERYGONE ALBOGULARIS (Gould).

WIIITE-TIIROATED GERYGONE.

rnHIS is an inhabitant of New South Wales, but unlike the Brown Gerygone, it frequents the

J- open Eucalyptus forests rather than the brushes.

It resembles the Gerygone Fusca in habits, like it resorting principally to the trees to obtain

its means of subsistence.

There is no perceptible difference in the plumage of the sexes.

The crown of the head, ear-coverts, upper surface, and wings, are olive-brown ; two centre

tail-feathers, brown, the remainder greyish-white, crossed near the tip by a band of black
;

throat,

white
; rest of under surface, light yellow

;
irides, light red

;
bill, legs, and feet, black.

Total length, 4j, inches
;

bill, ^ inch
;

wing, 2f inches
;

tail, If inch
;

tarsi, £ inch.

Habitat : New South Wales.



GERYGONE CULICIVORA (Gould).

WESTERN GERYGONE.

TMlIK present species, as its name would imply, inhabits Western Australia, frequenting both the

forests of Kuealypti and the denser brushes.

While Hitting about among- the trees, it utters, sometimes a very musical whistle, and at

other times a feeble, but pleasing song.

The nest, which is constructed in September, is globular in shape, and is formed of bark and

moss, matted together with cobwebs, and lined with feathers.

All the upper surface, wings, and tail, are olive-brown, the tail crossed near the tip by a

hand of black
;

lores, black ; line over the eye, throat, and chest, greyish-buff ; centre of abdomen

and tail-coverts, white; flanks, buff; irides, light red; bill, legs, and feet, black.

Total length, 4
j,

inches
;

bill, }> inch
;

wing, 2} inches
;

tail, If inch ; tar si, | inch.

Habitat: Western Australia.

GERYGONE MAGNIROSTMS (Gould).

GREAT-BILLED GERYGONE.

rilHE north coast of Australia is the home of this bird, the first specimen of which was procured

by (Jilbert, on Greenhill Island, near Port Essington.

It inhabits Mangrove swamps, obtaining its food, like the other members of the genus, among

the leaves and branches of the trees.

The sexes are alike in outward appearance.

The upper surface and wings are dark brown
; tail, lighter brown, crossed near the tip by a

band of black ; under surface, white, inclining to grey on the flanks and vent
;

irides, reddish-brown ;

bill, black ;
legs and feet, dark brown.

Total length, 3f inches
; bill,

B
/ia mcri ; wing, 2| inches ; tail, 1| inch ; tarsi, | inch.

Habitat : North coast of Australia.



GEEYGONE PERSONATA (Gould).

MASKED GERYGONE.

npHE Masked Geiygone is found in the district about the Cape York Peninsula, frequenting those

places covered with small trees and bushes, among which it remains.

In general habits it does not differ materially from its congeners.

To distinguish the sexes, dissection is necessary, so much do they resemble one another.

The head and upper surface are dark grey
;

wings and tail, brown ; chin and ear-coverts,

white ; throat and chest, brownish-black
;

abdomen, bright yellow
;

irides, dark red
;

bill, black
;

legs

and feet, dark brown.

Total length, 3f inches
;

bill, i inch
;

wing, 2f inches
;

tail, l-f inch
;

tarsi, f inch.

Habitat : North coast of Australia.
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PLATE ZKIXZXI^r.

GENUS MONARCHA (Vig. and Horsf.)

FOUR species of this form inhabit Australia, and several others are found in the islands to the

northward.

MONARCHA CARINATA (Vig. and Horsf.)

CARINATED FL YCA TCHER.

DURING the time from spring to autumn, the brushes of New South Wales and Victoria are

visited by this species, which departs again about the end of April. It is found both in the

brushes near the coast, and in the interior.

Its name of Flycatcher is scarcely appropriate, since it does not capture insects while on the

wing, but obtains them from the trees.

The forehead, lores, and throat are black
;
upper surface, wings, and tail, brownish-grey ; sides

of the neck and the chest, light grey ; rest of under surface, rufous
;

irides, brownish-grey ; bill, legs,

and feet, dark grey.

Habitats : New South Wales and Victoria.

MONARCHA TRIVIRGATA (Gould).

BLA CK-FRONTED FLYCATCHER.

THIS is an inhabitant of Queensland, but for some reason or other specimens are very rare, and

nothing positive is known of its habits.

It resembles greatly, both in form and colouring, a species of Monarcha procured in the island

of Timor by Mr. Wallace.

The forehead, throat, space round the eye, and the ear-coverts are black
;

upper surface and

wings, greenish-grey
; tail, dark grey, the three outer feathers on each side tipped with white

;
chest,

flanks, and centre of abdomen, rufous
;
rest of under surface, white

;
bill, legs, and feet, dark grey.

Habitat : Queensland.



MONARCH A LEUCOTTS (Gould).

WHITE EARED FLY( 'ATi 'HER

rj^HIS species is an inhabitant of the north-eastern part of Australia, and of tlio adjacent islands.

It obtains its food anions the trees, and also captures insects while on the wing, hut beyond

this nothing can he definitely stated of its habits.

It might perhaps with good reason he thought that on account of the differences, both in form

and colouring, between this species and others of the same genus, a new genus might be created for

it : Inn more information concerning its habits is required before taking that step.

The crown of the head, hack of the neck, and throat are black
; wing-feathers, brown, white

* * O 7 7

at the base
;

tail, dark brown, all hut the two centre feathers tipped with white
;

lores, a broad mark

over tin- eye, ear-coverts, and scapularies, white; back, brownish-gray; abdomen and chest, light grey:

irides, light brown : hill, legs, and feet, black.

Total length, 5| inches; hill. § inch; wing, 2| inches; tail, 2| inches; tarsi, f inch.

Habitat: Xorth-eastern coast.

M ( ) X A R II A ALBIVENT R I S (Gould).

WHI TE- BEL LTED FL YCA TCHER.

IN the scrubby country in the vicinity of Cape York Peninsula, this bird is found, but not in any

considerable abundance. It feeds on insects obtained principally among the bushes and small trees.

During the breeding season a small shallow nest is constructed, in which two eggs are laid,

creamy-white in colour, and spotted with rufous. They are five-eighths of an inch long, and one half

inch broad.

The forehead, lores, ear-coverts, and part of the throat are black
;

upper surface and wings,

greenish-grey; tail-feathers, greenish-grey, all except the two centre ones tipped with white; sides of the

luck, and breast, orange; abdomen, greyish-white; flanks, orange; irides, light brown; bill, legs, and feet,

black.

Habitat: North coast.
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GENUS MICRCECA (Gould).

^^NLY three species of this form are known, all inhabiting Australia.

MICRCECA ASSIMILIS (Gould).

ALLIED FLYCATCHER.

THIS species inhabits Western Australia, frequenting every kind of country, from open forest land

studded with giant eucalypti, to the scrubby places and thickets near the coast.

It feeds on insects, procured from the branches of trees, or captured while on the wing. In

its other habits it assimilates to the type member of the genus, Micrceca Fascinans, from which also

it differs but little in appearance.

The upper surface and tail are dark brown
;

wing-feathers, dark brown, margined with lighter

colour
;

chin, brown ; under surface, white
;

hides, reddish-brown
;

bill, legs, and feet, black.

Total length, 4f inches : bill,
9
/ie mcn

I
w ing> 3§ inches

;
tail, 2~ inches

;
tarsi,

9

/16 inch.

Habitat : Western Australia.

MICEGECA FASCINANS.

BROWN FLYCATCHER.

1"N nearly every part of New South Wales, Victoria, and South Australia, the Brown Flycatcher
-L abounds, frequenting, like its congener, Micrceca Assimilis, every class of country.

It is generally seen in pairs, usually near the ground, but very often on a branch of a high

gum tree, whence it pours forth its beautiful song, which seems to have been granted to it by nature

to compensate for its lack of personal beauty.

It is remarkably tame in disposition, and is often found perched on a fence or shrub in close

proximity to dwellings.

It feeds exclusively on insects, which are sometimes sought for among the foliage of trees and

bushes, and sometimes pursued and captured in the air.

During the breeding season it lays two eggs in a small nest constructed of roots, moss, and

strips of bark, which is placed in the fork of one of the branches of a high tree. The eggs are

light greenish-blue, blotched with reddish-brown and grey. In length they are eight and a half lines,

and in breadth five and a half lines. Two broods are reared each season.



The male and female do not differ in size or colouring.

The upper surface, wings, and tail are dark brown, with the exception of the external feather

on each side of the tail, which is white; under surface, greyish-white
;

hides, blackish-brown; bill,

lours, and feet, hlackish-brown.

Habitats: New South Wales, Victoria, and South Australia.

M 1 C ROEOA F LAYIG A S T E R (Gould).

YELLOW-BELLIED FLYCATCHER.

nnHIS is the northern representative of the genus, being found especially in the neighbourhood of

J Port Bssington, and in the adjacent islands.

Like its congeners it is very tame, and is nearly always found in the vicinity of the habitations

ot man.

Its song is very varied, sometimes resembling that of the Petroicce, or of the Gerygones, and

when on tin wing it pours forth a soft and melodious note of its own.

Its mode of nidification resembles that of the other members of the Qfenus.

The sexes are alike in outward appearance.

Head, back, and ear-coverts are olive-brown ;
wings and tail, brown

;
throat, white ; under

surface, yellow ; irides, brown
;

bill, legs, and feet, black.

Total length, 3| inches ;
bill, | inch

;

wing, 2\ inches ; tail, 2^ inches ; tarsi, ^ inch.

Habitats : North coast of Australia and the adjacent islands.
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PLATE ZXZZXHXTVI.

GEN U S MYRIAGA ( Vig. and Horsf.

)

^~^F this genus four species inhabit Australia, and several others the islands to the northward.

MYRIAGA PLUMBEA (Vig. and Horsf.)

L EADEX-COL URED EL YCATCHER.

THIS is an inhabitant of New South Wales during the summer months, but in winter it goes to

warmer climes, returning again in spring. It frequents the banks of gullies and creeks, remaining

among the high trees, where it captures numerous insects, both on the branches and in the air.

It is seen in pairs, the male frequently uttering a low whistle. It flits about with great

activity, and even when perched on a branch, moves its tail about, as if it was impossible for it to keep

perfectly still.

The nest is constructed of twigs and moss, and lined with feathers. The breeding season is

in August and September.

The sexes differ considerably in colouring.

The male has the upper surface, throat, and breast deep bluish-lead colour : wings and tail

slate colour, tinged with blue
;

abdomen, flanks, and under tail-coverts, buffy -white
;

irides, reddish-

brown
;

bill, black
;

legs and feet, blackish-brown.

The female has the wings and tail brown, and the throat and breast bright rusty-red. The

rest of the plumage is as in the male.

Habitat : New South Wales.

MYIilAGA CONCINNA (Gould).

PRETTY FLYCATCHER.

IN the northern part of Western Australia this species is found, both among the swamps and

thickets near the coast, and in the more open forests towards the interior.

It feeds entirely on insects, procured in the air and among the foliage of the trees. Its

son<>- is varied, sometimes consisting of a loud whistle, and at other times of a cheerful and rather

pleasing note.



The male lias the upper surface, wrings, and tail deep blue; primaries, slate colour; abdomen

.ind under fcail-ooverts, greyish-white
;

Irides, reddish-brown; bill, legs, and feet, blackish-brown.

The female differs considerably from the male, having the wings and tail brown, and the

throat and breast, rich rufous. In other respects it is the same.

Habitat: Northwestern portion of Australia.

MTRIAGA X ITIDA (Gould).

SHINING FL YCATCHEI!

DURING the period between September and February, the Shining Flycatcher appears in Tasmania,

and at the expiration of that time departs once more to the warmer regions which lie to the

north of Australia.

In habits it resembles its congeners, like them showing great activity in pursuing and

capturing insects. Its note is a loud, shrill whistle.

I hiring its stay in •Tasmania it rears two, if not three, broods, constructing a nest of bark,

moss, and fibrous roots, bound together with cobwebs, and warmly lined with fur and the down of

flowers. The structure is placed on one of the branches of a high tree. Three eggs are laid, nine

lines long and seven lines broad. In colour they are greenish-white ; with markings of brown and grey .

distributed irregularly over the surface.

The male has the upper surface, tail, breast, and wing feathers, except the primaries and

secondaries, deep blue
; primaries and secondaries, brown

;

abdomen, white ; irides, reddish-brown
;

bill,

legs, and feet, brownish-black.

The female differs in having the upper surface of a duller hue, and the throat and breast

reddish-brown.

1 labitat : Tasmania.
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PLATE XXXVII

MYRIAGA LATIROSTRIS (Gould).

BROAD-BILLED FLYCATCHER.

THE present species, which is chiefly remarkable for the broadness of its bill, as compared with the

other members of the genus, and for some differences in the plumage, is an inhabitant of the

north coast of Australia.

In habits and general economy, so far as has been discovered, it resembles its congeners.

The upper surface, wings, and centre tail feathers are bluish-lead colour
;

primaries and outer

tail feathers, slaty-brown ; throat and chest, light rufous
;

abdomen, white, slightly tinged with buff

;

irides, dark brown
;

bill, black
;

legs and feet, blackish-brown.

Total length, G inches
;

bill, f inch
;

wing, 2§ inches
;

tail, 2f inches
;

tarsi, f inch.

Habitat : North coast.

GENUS MACH^ERIRHYNCHUS (Gould).

OF this genus, which closely resembles the Myriagcs, two species are known, one inhabiting

Australia, and the other the Arn Islands.

MACHiERIRHYNCH US FLAVIVENTER (Gould).

YELL W-BREASTED FL YCA TCHER.

F the species under notice, the first specimen was procured at Cape York by Mr. Wilcox, and,

although not numerous anywhere, others have since been obtained.

It differs from the Myriag<p principally in great lateral development of the bill. It frequents

dense thickets, perching on the trees, which it only leaves in order to pursue and capture the insects

on which it subsists.

The crown of the head, ear-coverts, and lores are black; back and wing-coverts, olive-green; wings
?

black, margined with olive-green, with two broad patches of white near the base ; tail, black, the

outer feathers on each side tipped with white ; line from the nostrils over each eye, and all the under

surface, bright yellow
;

irides, blackish brown
;

bill, legs, and feet, black.

Total length, 5 inches
;

bill, | inch ;
wing, 2^ inches

;
tail, 2 inches

;
tarsi, ^ inch.

Habitat : North Coast.



GENUS ARSES (Lesson).

OY this genus, which is closely related to that of Mowt rcha, one member inhabits Australia, and

several others are found in various islands of Polynesia.

N°

ARSES KAUP I (Gould).

KA UPS FL YCA TCHEK,

naturalist will question the propriety of Gould's action in naming this bird after Dr. Kaup, who

by his assiduous labours did so much for the science of Ornithology.

Very little is known of the species, beyond the fact that it inhabits the north coast, but

thai little would tend to show that like the members of the genus found elsewhere, it closely resembles

the Monarcha in habits.

The crown of the head, ear-coverts, a broad band across the back and chest, the wings, and

tail are black
;

throat, part of chest, back of the neck, and lower part of the back and abdomen are

greyish-white
;

irides, grey
;

bill, horn colour
;

legs and feet, black.

Total length, 0} inches; bill, \ inch; wing, 5^ inches; tail. 3£ inches; tarsi, f inch.

Habitat : North coast of Australia.
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PLATE XX X .VTTT

GENUS SEISURA ( Vig. and Horsf.)

AGRExiT resemblance exists between the members of this genus and the Rhipidurte, the difference

being principally in the structure.

SEISUKA I N QUIET A.

RESTLESS FLYCATCHER.

IN nearly every part of Australia, except the north coast, this bird is found in considerable abundance,

both in the forests and in the thickets and brushes.

Its food consists of insects, sometimes captured in the air, and at other times procured from

the ground. For the latter purpose it hovers in the air at a short distance from the earth, and on

perceiving an insect darts down upon it. The peculiar noise which it emits during the whole of this

performance, and which exactly resembles the sound of a knife-grinder's machine, has procured for it

the popular name of " Grinder." Generally, when flying, it utters a harsh and unmusical note, and

sometimes a loud whistle.

During the spring months a cup-shaped nest is built of grass, lined with firie fibres and

feathers, the structure being placed on a branch of a large tree. Either two or three eggs are laid,

in length nine lines and a half, and in breadth seven lines. They are dull white in colour, with a

zone of reddish-brown spots round the middle.

There is next to no difference in the external appearance of the sexes.

The head and upper surface are black ; wings and tail, dark brown : under surface, greyish-

white
;

irides, bill, legs, and feet, black.

Habitats : New South Wales, Victoria, South Australia, Western Australia, and the southern

part of Queensland.

GENUS PIEZORHYNCHUS (Gould).

USTRALIA possesses one bird of this form, several other members of which are found in the

Aru Islands and others adjacent.



lMKZOUIIYNCIirs NITIDIS (iiunid).

SHINING FLYCATCHER

fill 11''. Shining Flycatcher inhabits the northern coast of Australia, being especially abundant in the

' neighbourhood of Port Easington, w here Gilbert was the first to discover it.

It frequents dense thickets and mangrove swamps, where it crawls among the underbrush,

uttering, at the same time, a note very like the croak of a frog. It sometimes flies to one of the

branches of a tree, and when perched there emits a rather pleasing note; but never remains long off

the ground.

The nest, which is placed in a fork of one of the branches of a tree, is constructed of strips

<>f bark, interwoven with librous roots, the exterior being covered with moss, and the interior lined with

very fine fibres. In this structure two eggs are laid, greyish-white in colour, with spots and blotches

of greyish-brown distributed irregularly over the surface. Their medium length is ten lines, and their

breadth seven lines.

The male lias the whole of the plumage deep greenish-black; irides, greyish-white; bill, legs

and feet, black.

The female has the head and back of neck greenish-black ; rest of upper surface, wings,

and tail, reddish-brown ; under surface, white.

Total length, 7 \. inches; bill, 1 ^ inch; wing, 3£ inches; tail, 3£ inches; tarsi, f inch.

Habitat: North coast of Australia.

GENUS SAULOPROCTA (Cabanis).

1 > Y some naturalists there are considered to be two members of this genus in Australia; but, as

I . ) the only difference is in their size, they can scarcely be reckoned as distinct species.

SAULOPKOCTA MOTACILLOIDES.

BLACK FANTAIL.

fl^HIS bird, better known by the name of rt Wagtail," is found in every part of Australia, but does

J- not occur in Tasmania. Specimens from the north coast differ from the others in being

considerably smaller, but are the same in habits and colouring.



It is one of the tamest of all the Australian birds, being continually found in the immediate

vicinity of houses, and when approached closely, merely hops away to a short distance. It is also a

very common sight in a paddock to see these birds perched on the backs of horses or cattle, or

capturing insects from beneath their noses, the animals, meanwhile, taking not the slightest notice.

Except when flying, it continually moves its tail from side to side, which action procures its ordinary

name of " Wagtail."

Its note, which is loud and .shrill, is always uttered at night.

During the period of incubation, which begins in September, it rears either two or three

broods. The nest is placed on the branch of a tree or on a fallen limb, or sometimes beneath

the roof of a verandah, and is constructed of strips of bark, fibrous roots, and various grasses, matted

together with cobwebs, and lined internally with fine grass, feathers, and hair procured from the backs,

and sometimes even from the inside of the ears, of animals. Three eggs are laid, in length nine and

a half lines, and in breadth seven lines. Their colour is dull white, with a zone of dark brown spots

across the middle, or the larger end.

The colouring of the male and female is the same.

The head, neck, throat, chest, upper surface, and tail are greenish-black, the outer tail-feathers

margined with brown
;

wings, brown ; line over the eye and the under surface, greyish-white
;

irides,

bill, legs, and feet, black.

Habitat : The whole of Australia.
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PLATE IX IX IK I IX.

GENUS RHIPIDURA (Vig. and Horsf.)

MEMBERS of this genus are found in India and Australia, and in most of the islands between

these countries.

RHIPIDURA ALBISCAPA (Gould).

WHITE-SHAFTED FANTAIL.

THE present species inhabits Tasmania and the southern portion of Australia, including New South

Wales. There are slight differences noticeable in specimens from different places, but not sufficient

to justify their division into new species.

It associates in small flocks of from two to six, and is found both in thick brushes and in

the more open Eucalyptus forests.

It is remarkably tame in disposition, and often even enters houses in order to obtain small

flies or other insects.

Whilst engaged in searching for food among the leaves of trees and bushes, it utters a feeble

twittering note.

The breeding season lasts from October to the beginning of January, two and sometimes three

broods being reared. The nest is constructed of strips of bark, joined together with cobwebs, and
lined with the hairy fibre of fern trees. It is placed on a branch of a tree or in a low bush, never

being at a great distance from the ground. The colour of the eggs, which are two in number, is

white, with spots and blotches of olive-brown distributed over the surface.

There is no difference in the outward appearance of the sexes.

The crown of the head and ear-coverts are brown
;

back, black
;

wings, tail, and a band

across the chest, blackish-brown ; bases of primaries and secondaries, and tips of tail-feathers, white :

line over the eye, chin, and throat, white ; under surface, buff
;

irides, bill, and feet, dark brown.

Habitats : New South Wales, Victoria, South Australia, Western Australia, and Tasmania.

KHiriDURA RUFIFKONS (Vi . and Hors/.j

RUFOUS-FRONTED FANTAIL.

N the thick brushes of New South Wales and Victoria, and also in some parts of South Australia,

the Rhipidura RufLj'vons is found in considerable abundance.



Iii general habits it resembles the Rhipidura Albiscapa, but is much less tamo, and also

remains more on the ground, where it obtains most of its food. When running along the ground, it

continually displays its tail by spreading it out in the shape of a fan.

The tust is eonstructed of interwoven strips of bark, covered externally with cobwebs, and

lined with feathers. Either one or two eggs are laid, the medium length of which is eight lines, and

the breadth six lines. In colour they are white, spotted with chestnut-brown and purple, particularly

at the larger end. where they often form a zone.

The female is slightly smaller than the male, but otherwise they do not differ in appearance.

The forehead is rusty-red
; the crown of the head, upper part of the back, and wings, dark

olive-brown; lower pari of back, tail, tail-coverts, and flanks, light rufous; chin and throat, white;

chest, black; centre of abdomen, greyish-white; irides, brownish-grey; bill, black; legs and feet,

blackish-brown.

Habitats: New South Wales, Victoria, and South Australia.

RHIPIDURA ISUEA (Gould).

NORTHERN FANTAIL.

rj^HIS. the northern representative of the genus, is particularly abundant on the Cobourg Peninsula.

It is -. in rally seen in pairs, and inhabits, like its congeners, every description of country, from

the forests <>(' giant Eucalypti to mangrove swamps. It is in the latter, however, that it is usually found,

particularly during the hot portion of the day, when it seeks there a shelter from the heat.

The breeding season begins about the end of August.

The nest, which is made, more or less, in the same way as those of its congeners, and is,

like theirs, shaped like a wine-glass, is placed on a small tree, one of the Banksia tribe being often chosen.

The upper surface and tail are dark brown ; the wings, lighter brown ; under surface, buffy-

white, with a band of light brown across the chest ; a spot behind the eye, white
;

irides, brown
;

bill,

legs, and feet, black

Total length, 8 inches; bill, f inch; wing, 3§ inches; tail, 3^ inches; tarsi,
n
/10

inch.

Habitat : North Coast.
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PLATE XL.

MANUCODIA GOULDII (Q. R Gray).

GOULD'S MANUCODE.

BOUT the northern part of Australia and in the adjacent islands this bird is fairly common.

Almost nothing is known of its habits, beyond the fact that it lives entirely on insects. The

first specimens were obtained during Captain Stanley's expedition.

The crown of the head, ear-plumes, the lanceolate feathers on the sides of the neck, the centre

of the abdomen, and the back are green
;

primaries, blackish-brown ; rest of wing-feathers, green

;

remainder of plumage, purplish-black
;

irides, dark red
;

bill, legs, and feet, black.

Habitat : North coast of Australia.

GENUS OREOICA (Gould).

rj^HLS is a strictly Australian genus, of which only one species is known.

OREOICA CRISTA!A (Q. R. Gray).

CRESTED OREOICA.

TI^HE range of this species is very large, extending over the whole of the southern portion of Australia,

-L the spots most frequented being ston}T and sterile land, almost devoid of vegetation.

It is most often seen in small companies of from three to six, hopping over the ground, where

the greater part of its food, which consists of various seeds and insects, is obtained. When disturbed, it

resorts to the branches of the nearest tree.

Its note, which it utters while perched on the limb of a tree, is very remarkable, consisting of

a whistle several times repeated and ending with a ringing sound, something like a bell, which

obtains for it in some places the name of " Bell-bird." It is, moreover, a perfect ventriloquist, so that

when perched at a few yards from an observer, its note appears to come from a long distance.



Iii October a nest is constructed of strips of bark, lined with grass, and is placed OH a email

shrub or trie; in Western Australia, the Xanthorrhces or grass tree being most often chosen.

Three eggs are laid, in colour greyish-white, with spots, and often minute lines, of Mack. Some are also

blotched with grey, and others again have the larger end of a bluish-green colour.

The female differs from the male in being much duller in colouring.

The male has the face. chin, and throat, white; feathers on the fore part of the head, along

the centre of the crest, a line from the eye bounding the white, and a large gorget-shaped mark on the

breast arc deep Mack ; sides of the head and crest, grey ; all the upper surface, wings, and flanks, light

olive-brown; centre of abdomen, white; under tail-coverts, reddish-huff
; tail, dark brown; irides, reddish-

orange : bill, legs, and feet, black.

Habitats: New South Wales, Victoria, South Australia, and Western Australia.

GENUS CHIBIA (Hodgson).

^~~^\LY one member of this genus has been found in Australia.

CHIBIA BRACTEATA (Gould).

SPANGLED DRONGO-SHRIKE.

rilHE present species is found in Queensland and in all the northern part of Australia, associating in

-A- pairs and frequenting brushes and mangrove swamps, and also, to a certain extent, the more

open country.

Whilst seeking for the insects on which it subsists, it continually utters a loud, harsh and

disagreeable whistle, which, as Gilbert says, "is so totally different from that of any other bird that,

having been once heard, it is readily recognised."

It breeds in the spring months, constructing a nest of the stalks of creepers, and placing it on

one of the boughs of a high tree. Either three or four e^s are laid.

The head and body, both above and below7
, arc deep black, the feathers of the head and chest

having a spot of green on each; wings and tail, bluish-black, the wings tipped with white; irides,

brownish-red
;

bill, legs, and feet, black.

Habitat- : Queensland and North Coast.
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PLATE ZXZLI.

GENUS COLLURICINCLA (Vig. and Horsf.)

EACH part of Australia possesses at least one species of this form, which both in structure and

habits is a medium between the Shrikes and Thrushes.

COLLURICINCLA HARMONICA.

HARMONIOUS SHRIKE-THRUSH.

NEW SOUTH WALES, Victoria, and South Australia constitute the home of this species, which was

first mentioned by Latham.

It is found in all parts of these colonies, both in the plains and large forests, and in the

dense brushes and thickets near the coast. In habits it is chiefly arboreal, obtaining the greater portion

of its food among the branches of trees. It subsists principally on insects, but seeds and berries also

form part of its food.

Its song, which is continually uttered whilst feeding, is very musical, consisting of loud notes

several times repeated.

The nest, which is made of bark, roots, and sometimes leaves and wool, is placed either in

a hole in the trunk of a decayed tree, or on the ledge of a rock. Three eggs are laid, the ground colour

of which is white, slightly tinged with grey, and spotted and blotched with reddish-brown and bluish-

grey. Their length is one inch and two lines, and the breadth ten lines.

There is no material difference in the plumage of the sexes.

The ear-coverts arc brownish-grey
;

upper surface and wings, dark brown, the wing feathers

margined with black
;

tail, grey, with dark brown shafts ; under surface, light greyish-white, each of

the feathers of the throat and chest having a dark line down the centre
;

irides, brownish-red
;

bill,

logs, and feet, black.

Habitats : New South Wales, Victoria, and South Australia.

COLLURICINCLA RUFIVENTRIS (Gould).

BUFF-BELLIED SHRIKE-THRUSH.

THE Colluricincla Rufiventris, which inhabits Western Australia, bears a strong resemblance to

Colluricincla Harmonica, but on closer examination many points of difference are found. It

frequents principally brushes and other places thickly covered with timber.

Its habits and food are the same as those of its eastern representative.



The breeding season commences In September, two, and sometimes throe, eggs being laid in a

not made of strips of bark and lined with fine grasses. The eggs an: <>ne inch and one line long,

;ind ten lines broad. In colour fchey are the same as those of the previously mentioned member of

the genus. In some instances eggs of this l>ird have heen found in disused nests of Pomatostomua

Sup€Vcilio8U8.

The upper surface is deep bluish-grey ; wing-coverts, deep blue ; wings and tail, dark brown
;

space round the eye, white; under surface, dark grey, passing into dark buff on the lower part of

the abdomen and under tail-coverts
;

irides, dark red
;

hill, logs, and feet, blackish-brown.

Habitat : Western Australia.

COLLTJKICINCLA BRUNNEA (Gould).

BROW N SHRINK- THR USH.

rill I IS species of shrike-thrush is found on the north coast, especially in the Cobourg Peninsula and

* aboul Porl Essington.

In general characteristics and habits it does not differ from its congeners.

It is a very late breeder, a nest with eggs in it having been found as lato as February. The

not is constructed of bark, chiefly of the tea tree, and is lined with fine sticks and roots.

The earsrs, of which there are either two <>i' throe, are one inch and two lines lone and ten lines broad.

In colour they are pearly white, with blotches of brown and dull grey.

The forehead is brownish-white ; upper surface, wings, and tail, brown, slightly tinged with

purple ;
throat and chest, greyish-white : rest of under surface very pale brown

;
irides, light brown

;
bill,

black ; legs and feet, brown.

Habitat : North coast.
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PLATE XLIL

COLLUKICINCLA PAKVULA (Gould).

LITTLE SHRIKE-THE USH.

THIS, the .smallest member of the genus, is in appearance almost a miniature of Colluricincla

Brunnea, and like it, is found on the north coast.

Its shyness of disposition leads it to remain almost entirely in the densest thickets, where it

hops about the ground, obtaining there its food of insects and seeds.

The nest is formed like that of the Brown Shrike-Thrush, and is placed generally in the hollow

of a tree at a short distance from the ground. Two eggs are laid, the ground colour of which is

greyish-white, and which are speckled with reddish-brown, and sometimes with dark nmber-brown. In

length they are one inch, and in breadth nine lines.

The male is larger than the female, but there is very little difference in their plumage.

The upper surface, wings, tail, and ear-coverts, are dark olive-brown ; line over the eye, buff

;

chin and throat, grey, with a dark line down the centre of each feather \ rest of under surface and

rump, light brown
;

irides, brown
;

bill, black
;

legs and feet, brownish-black.

Habitat : North coast of Australia,

COLLUHICINCLA SELBTI (Jardine).

SELBTS SHRIKE-THRUSH

TJ^HE species under notice, which was named by Jardine after his colleague, Selby, is an inhabitant of

Tasmania and the islands in Bass's Straits.

It is found chiefly in thickets and the densest parts of forests, and it frequents the branches of

the trees to a much greater degree than any of its congeners.

Its food consists of insects and caterpillars, to procure which it makes use of its very strong bill

to tear the outer bark from the branches of trees. Whilst engaged in this occupation it continually pours

forth a loud and melodious whistling note.

During the season of incubation a cup-shaped nest, composed of strips of bark and lined with

various fine grasses, is built in a fissure of a rock, or in a hole in the bole of a tree. Either two or three

eggs are laid, the colour of which is much the same as those of other members of the genus.

The male has the upper surface, tail, and ear-coverts, slate-grey
;

wings and centre of back,

brown
;

throat and chest, white ; line over the eye and under surface, very light grey
;

irides, brown
;

bill, black
;

legs and feet, greenish-grey.

The female has the upper surface, wings, and tail, brown
;
over the eye a stripe of rust-red ; under

surface same as male, except that the throat and chest are tinged with brown.

Habitats : Tasmania, and adjacent islands.
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PLATE XLIII.

GENUS PACHYCEPHALA (Swainson).

THE habits of the different members of this genus differ considerably, some frequenting the large trees,

and others remaining almost entirely on the ground. They all inhabit Australia, or the islands to the

immediate northward.

PACHYCEPHALA GUTTURALLS (Vig . and Horsf.)

'WHITE-THROATED THICKHEAD.

MOST parts of all the southern colonies of Australia are inhabited by this species, which is usually seen

in pairs, principally among the Eucalyptus and Acacia trees, on the branches of which it obtains large

quantities of the insects on which it lives.

Its powers of flight are not great, and are seldom used except to pass from tree to tree.

One peculiarity about its note, which is a single one several times repeated and ending with a

higher one, is that it is nearly always heard before a thunder storm, a circumstance which has procured for

it the name of "Thunder Bird." In September or October a cup-shaped nest is constructed, in which either

three or four eggs are laid, dark buff in colour, with irregular marks of chesnut-brown and grey distributed

over the surface. Their length is ten and a half lines and their breadth eio-ht lines.

The sexes differ considerablv in colouring.

The male has the head, lores, ear-coverts, and crescent-shaped mark across the breast, deep black

;

throat white ; back of the neck, a line down the side of the neck, and all the under surface, yellow ; back

and wings, greenish-olive, the primaries margined with black
;

tail, grey at the base, and dark brown at

the tip
;

irides, dark brown
;

bill, black
;

legs and feet, brownish-grey.

The female has the upper surface and tail, greyish-brown
;

primaries and secondaries, brown,

margined with grey
;

throat, pale brown, spotted with white ; under surface, buff.

Habitats: New South Wales, Victoria, South Australia, and Western Australia.

PACHYCEPHALA GLAUCURA (Goidd).

GREY-TAILED THICKHEAD.

rnhe immense forests of Eucalypti which cover a great portion of Tasmania and the adjacent islands,

constitute the home of this bird, which is seen in pairs, continually flitting among the leaves and

branches of high trees, and sometimes descending to the ground.



The female is rather tame l»ut the male, as if aware that his beautiful plumage makes him a very

attractive object to the collector, is of a very shy and timid disposition.

The note resembles greatly that of Pac/tycc/i/ialtf (rutturrdis.

The loud counts entirely of Coleopterous and other insects, procured both among the foliage of

trees ami on the ground.

The head, ear-coverts, and a band across the chest are deep black; throat, white; collar round

ill.' neck, ami the under surface, yellow; under tail-coverts, white; back, olive-green; wings, greenish-olive,

the base of the feathers. slate-grey ; tail purplish-grey
;

irides, reddish-brown; bill, legs, and feet, brownish-

black.

Total length, 7 inches; bill, § inch; wing, 4 inches; tail, 3f inches; tarsi, 1 inch.

1 [abitat : Tasmania.

PACHYCEPHALA MELANUKA (Gould).

BLACK-TAJLEI) THICKHEAD.

rilHE present species, of which very little is known, was discovered on the north coast of Australia by
J- Mr. Bynoe, of the surveying ship " Beagle."

It differs from the Pacliycephala Gutturalis principally in the black colouring of the tail.

Of its habits next to nothing is known.

The head, a crescent extending from the back of the neck across the chest, and the tail are

black, the tail inclining to grey ; throat and ear-coverts, wThite ; collar round the back of the neck,

and the under surface, rich \
Tellow ; centre of back, greenish-olive

;
rump, orange

;
wings, greenish-grey

;

irides, light brown
;

bill, black
;

legs and feet, grey.

Total length, G inches
; bill, inch

;
wing, 3^ inches

;
tail, 2^ inches

;
tarsi, f inch.

Habitat : North Coast.
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PLATE XLIY.

PACHYCEPHALA RUFIVENTPJS (G. R. Gray).

RUFOUS-BREASTED THICKHEAD.

THE range of the present species is very large, extending as it does over all the continent of

Australia, except the extreme north. Like most of the other members of the genus, it does not

frequent the brushes, but remains in the more thickly timbered forests, where its loud whistle is

continually heard.

Its food consists principally of insects, but this diet is sometimes varied by berries and seeds.

During the months from September to December, which constitute the breeding season, a

cup-shaped nest is constructed of fine sticks and roots, and is placed either on one of the horizontal

branches of a tree or in a shrub. Three eggs are laid, the average length of which is eleven lines, and the

breadth eight lines. The colour is olive, spotted, particularly at the larger end, with brown.

The male has the head and upper surface dark bluish-grey
; lores, ear-coverts, and a crescental

band across the chest, black
;
wings and tail, very dark brown, tinged with blue

;
throat, greyish-white

;

under surface, orange
;

irides, bill, legs, and feet, dark brown.

The female has not the black band across the chest-, and has the upper surface light fawn-colour

instead of orange.

Habitats : Queensland, New South Wales, Victoria, South Australia, and Western Australia.

PACHYCEPHALA FALCATA (Gould).

LUXATED THICKHEAD.

THIS is the northern representative of Pachycephala Rvfiventris, from which it differs very little

either in habits or appearance. In the neighbourhood of Port Essington it is very abundant.

The breeding season commences in September, and lasts till the end of November. Two eo-o-s

are laid in a cup-shaped nest, constructed of fibrous roots and small sticks.

The head, upper surface, wings, and tail are dark bluish-grey, the wing-feathers margined with

brown
; ear-coverts and lores, brownish-grey

;
throat, greyish-white ; a crescent-shaped mark on the chest

black
; under-surface, dark orange

;
bill, legs, and feet, grey.

The female is, in all essential points, the same in appearance as the female of Pachycephala

Itufiventris.

Habitat : North Coast of Australia.
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NLIKK most of its con^viR'i's, ( J illuTt's Thickhead, so named after the indefatigable naturalist who

was fche first to discover it, inhabits dense brushes in the interior of Western Australia, theu
more open forests being rarely resorted to l>y it.

1
In general habits it resembles the other members of the genus.

The nest, which is built in duly or August, is constructed of small twigs and dried grasses,

and is placed in a shrub or small tree. Three eggs are laid.

The male has the upper surface and breast dark slate-grey
;
wings and tail, grey, tinged

with olive; throat, reddish-brown ; lower part of abdomen, buff; irides, dark brown; bill, blackish-brown;

legs and feet, grey.

The female is duller in general colouring, and is devoid of the brown on the throat.

Habitat: Interior of Western Australia
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PLATE ZXZL^T.

PACHYCEPHALA OLIVACEA (Vig. and Hornf.)

OLIVACEOUS THICKHEAD.

friHIS, the largest species of this form, is found in Tasmania, generally in places covered with dense

scrub and underbrush.

It feeds on insects and berries, obtained, for the most part, on the ground.

It continually utters a loud whistle, terminating in a kind of smack, something like the crack

of a whip.

The head and ear-coverts are dark brown
;

back, wings, and tail, olive-brown
;

throat, bluish-

grey, each feather tipped with black
;

chest, and under surface, buff, tinged with olive
; irides,

reddish-brown
;

bill, black
;

legs, and feet, brown.

Habitat : Tasmania.

PACHYCEPHALA SIMPLEX (Qonid).

PLAIN-COLOURED THICKHEAD.

nnHE dense thickets and mangrove swamps about the north-western coast of Australia are the

home of the species under notice. It was first discovered by Gilbert.

In disposition it is very shy, and is invariabl\r found in the most retired spots. The food

consists of seeds and insects, the latter of which it procures on the ground, or among the branches of

trees, and sometimes even in the air.

Its note is rather different from those of all the other members of the genus, beino- much

softer, more melodious, and never terminating with the sharp whistle which is so characteristic

of the others.

It is a very late breeder, the season of nidification extending from December to February.

The nest is constructed of sticks and roots. Three eggs are laid, light olive colour, with blotches and

spots of brown.

All the upper surface, wings and tail, are brownish-olive
;

ear-coverts, grey ; throat and chest,

yellowish-brown, each feather with a stripe of darker colour down the middle
;

abdomen, and under

tail-coverts, greyish-white
;

irides, light brown ; bill, legs, and feet, black.

Habitat : North-western coast.



PACHYCEPHALIA RUFOGULAKIS (Gould).

llEl> TIIHOATi:i) '/'///( 'KIIEAD.

^Ol'TH AUSTRALIA and part of Victoria constitute the habitat of this .species of Pachycephala

which is found principally in the forests of the interior. It is essentially terrestrial in habits, very

rarely resorting to the trees to procure food.

1 1 hreeds in September and the two following months, the structure of the nest being very

HUH •h the same as those of its congeners.

The male has the upper surface, wings, and tail, blackish-brown
;

forehead, lores, chin, throat,

and under surface, reddish-brown, the chest being crossed by a band of bluish-grey
;

irides, dark

brown
;

bill, legs, and feet, black.

The female dilfers in having the under surface greyish-white, with only a trace of the mark

OH the chest.

Habitats: South Australia and Victoria.
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PLATE XLYI.

PACHYCEPHALA LANOIDES (Gould).

SHRIKE-LIKE THICKHEAD.

THE Pachycephala Lanoides, which is found on the north-west coast of Australia, differs considerably

in structure from the other members of the genus, so much so indeed that it is very doubtful

if it should not be made the type of a new genus.

Its food consists of the larger kinds of insects. Of its other habits, nothing is definitely

known.

The crown of the head, ear-coverts, chest, wings, back, and tail are blackish-grey, the back

of the chest being bounded posteriorly with chestnut-brown
;

throat, abdomen, and under tail-coverts,

greyish-white ;
irides, dark brown

;
bill, legs, and feet, black.

Habitat : North-west coast of Australia.

GENUS GRALLINA (Vieillot).

THIS genus stands quite alone in Australian ornithology, not resembling in a great degree any

of the other groups of birds. Only one species is known.

GRALLINA PICATA. (StricM.)

PIED GRALLINA.

rPHIS bird inhabits all parts of the continent of Australia, being most often found on the sides of

creeks, or in flat and swampy places.

It is sometimes seen in pairs, and sometimes in, more or less, large flocks. It is very tame,

and may be constantly seen in the close vicinity of houses.

Of its flight Gould says :
" The flight of the Pied Grallina is very peculiar, unlike that of

any other Australian bird that came under my notice, and is performed in a straight line, with a

heavy flapping motion of the wings."

During the months of October and November it lays either three or four eggs, in a nest

constructed of clay, or, where that is not easily obtainable, of soil mixed with dried grass. The



ground colour of fche eggs ia cither very pair buff, or greyish-white, spotted with dark brownish-red

or light red. and also having some few faint blotches of grey. The medium length is about one and

a quarter inches, and the breadth nine lines.

There is very little difference in the outward appearance of the sexes.

The male has a line over the eye. a patch on each side of the neck, a patch on the wings,

the tips of the secondaries, the abdomen, rump, and basal portion of the tail, white; the rest of the

plumage, black : irides, yellowish-white
; bill, light yellowish-buff; legs and feet, blackish-brown.

The female differs in having the forehead and chin white.

Habitat: All the colonies of Australia.



G.J . Bpoinowski Fecil

I PAGH YCEPHALA LA N I DE5 ( Gou Id ) 2 GRALLINA PICATA (ShPickl
)

Shpike-like Thickhead Pied Gpallina



\S\Vf,

USA



PLATE XLYII

GENUS FALCUNCULUS (Vieillot).

THIS is an exclusively Australian genus, of which there are two species, both inhabiting the southern

portion of the continent.

FALCUNCULUS FKONTATUS (Vieillot).

FRONTAL SHRIKE-TIT.

MOST parts of New South Wales, Victoria and South Australia are inhabited by the present species,

which is found both in the brushes and in the open forests of the interior.

It feeds on insects and berries, obtaining the former from among the leaves of trees, or from

underneath the bark, which it tears off with its strong bill. Whilst obtaining its food, it climbs about

the branches and clings to them in every variety of graceful attitude.

The crown of the head, a line through the eye, and the throat, are black ; sides of the face

and neck, greyish-white
;

back, olive-green
;

wings, grey, margined with dark-brown
;

tail, grey ; under

surface, yellow
;

irides, dark brown
;

bill, black ;
legs and feet, grey.

The only difference in the colouring of the sexes is that the female has the throat green

instead of black.

Habitats : New South Wales, Victoria, and South Australia.

FALCUNCULUS LEUCOGASTEB (Gould).

1

1

'HITE-BELLIED SHRIKE-TIT.

TI^HIS, the western representative of the genus Falcunculus, is found in most parts of Western Australia,

J- though never in any m*eat abundance.

Being of a very shy disposition, it is usually seen in the thickest and least frequented part of

the forest, mostly in pairs. Contrary to the usual rule it becomes much less timid during the breeding

season.

It obtains its food in the same manner as its congener, Falcunculus Frontatus.

Its powers of flight are not great, and are seldom used except to enable it to pass from

tree to tree.

The nest, which is built in October, is constructed of strips of bark, matted together with

cobwebs, and lined with fine grasses, and is placed on one of the topmost branches of a high tree.

Three or four eggs are laid, seven-eighths of an inch long, and five-eighths of an inch wide. In colour they

are white, spotted, particularly at the larger end, with dark olive.



[nnnediately al>ove the lull is a narrow line of white, from which, down the centre of the head,

is a broad stripe of black ('fathers forming a crest ; sides of the face and head, white, divided by a hand

of black, which passes through the eve : back and wines, olive
; primaries, blaekish-brown ; centre

tail-leathers, »Tey, rest yellowish-olive ; throat and chest, black; centre of abdomen, bright yellow; vent,

and under bail-COVerts, white: irides, brown; bill, black; legs and feet, grey.

The female is smaller than the male and has the throat green instead of black.

I [abitat : Western Australia.

GENUS CAMPEPHAGA (Vieillot).

jITEMBERS "I' tlii- group are found in Africa, the Indian Islands, and Australia.

CAMPEPHAGA HUMERALTS (^uld).

1 \

rHITE-SHO UIDERED CAMPEPRAGA .

nnHIS is one of the summer visitants to Australia, being found, during the months from September

1 till February, in all the southern colonies, and sometimes, but rarely, on the north coast.

It displays great animation among the trees in the recesses of the forests, but carefully avoids

the haunts of man.

It obtains the insects which constitute its food, either among the branches of trees, or by

pursuing them in the air. While flying it continually utters a cheerful and musical note, not unlike that

of the canary.

The breeding season extends over the months of September and October, a small and shallow

nest being constructed of fine roots and grasses, and sometimes also moss and cobwebs. The favourite

situation is the fork of a dead limb of an apple-tree or eucalyptus. The eggs vary in number and

colouring, either two or three being laid, and the colour being sometimes light green blotched with brown,

and at other times greenish-grey, with blotches of brownish-red covering almost the whole surface.

They are nine and a half lines long and seven and a half lines broad. There is a considerable difference

in the colouring of the sexes.

The male has the head and back, black
;

rump, ear-coverts, under surface and basal portion of

the wing-feathers, white
; wings and tail, brown, the latter tipped with white

;
irides, yellow

;
bill, black

;

legs and feet, brown.

The female has the upper surface, wings, and tail, brown ; throat and under surface, buffy-white
;

the breast speckled with brown
;

irides, dark brown.

Habitats : New South Wales, Victoria, South Australia, and Western Australia.
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PLATE XLYIII.

CAMPEPHAGA JAPDINII (RuPPell).

JARDINE'S CAMPEPHAGA.

fllHE northern coast, and part of the east coast, constitute the habitat of this species, which is,

J- however, nowhere very abundant. It is most often found in swampy situations, remaining almost

entirely on the topmost branches of trees, where it obtains the insects on which it subsists.

It utters a harsh and disagreeable note, several times repeated.

The male has the lores black
;
upper surface and wings dark grey, the wing-feathers margined

with black
;

tail-feathers, black, tipped with grey ; under surface, lighter grey
;

irides, bill, and feet,

blackish-grey.

The female has the upper surface, wings, and tail, brown ; line over the eye, and the under

surface, buff ; the feathers on the side of the neck, the breast, and flanks, having an arrow-shaped

mark of brown in the centre.

Habitats : North and east coasts of Queensland, and part of New South Wales.

CAMPEPHAGA KARIT (G. P. Gray).

NORTHERN CAMPEPHAGA.

TBlHE Northern Campephaga, as its name would imply, inhabits the north coast of Australia, where
J- it frequents the mangrove swamps and dense thickets.

It is usually seen in pairs, creeping and climbing among the trees in search of insects. Its

song consists of a shrill note, several times repeated.

The male has the head, upper surface, wings, and tail, black
;

wing-coverts tipped with white,

and a band of the same colour across the primaries and secondaries
;

forehead, line over the eye,

and under surface, pale rufous ; the under surface crossed by five lines of dark grey : irides, blackish-

brown
;

bill, legs, and feet, brownish-black.

The female has the upper surface and tail, brown ; and the barrings on the under surface

broader and more distinct.

Habitat : North coast.



CAMPEPHAGA LFJ COM KLA (Vig. and Horsf.)

BLACK-AND-WHITE CAMPEPHAGA.

nnHIS species, which inhabits the easl coast of Queensland, and the northern part of New South

* Wales, resembles the C<<mpephaga Karu, both in appearance and habits.

Like it- near congener, it lives entirely on insects obtained among the trees.

There is a considerable difference in the colouring of the sexes.

The male has the head, hack, wings, and tail, black
;

wing-coverts, forehead, and chest, white
;

rump, dark grev : ear-coverts, and centre of abdomen, grey ; vent and under tail-coverts, light brown
;

hides, dark brown ; bill, legs, and feet, black.

The female has the upper surface, wings, and tail, brown ; and the under surface tinged

with rufous.

Habitat: East coast of Australia, from the Hunter River to a little north of Brisbane.
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PLATE IXXjIIX.

GENUS GRAUCALUS (Cuvier).

EMBERS of this group inhabit nearly every part of Australia.

GRAUCALUS MELANOPS (Vig. and Horsf.)

BLA CK-FACED GRA UCALUS.

THIS bird is distributed over the whole of New South Wales, almost every description of country

being equally favoured by it.

It subsists on berries and insects, the latter of which are obtained both anions the foliage
' Oct

of the trees, and in the air.

Its song, which it continually utters while perched on a dead limb of a tree, consists of a

single rather harsh note, several times repeated.

The breeding season extends from October to January. During that time two eggs are laidO v O Oct

in a small, shallow nest, placed in the fork of a tree, and constructed of small dry twigs, matted

together with cobwebs and sometimes lined with moss. The eggs are light brown in colour, sometimes

tinged with green, and are spotted with reddish or yellowish brown. In length they are thirteen

lines and in breadth ten lines.

The sexes are alike in plumage.

The forehead, sides of face, ear-coverts, and throat are black
;

upper and under surface and

wings, light grey, slightly tinged with brown, the primaries and secondaries margined with black
;

under tail coverts, white
;

tail, dark grey, tipped with white
;

irides, legs and feet, dark brown

;

bill, black.

Habitat : New South Wales.

GRAUCALUS PARVIROSTRIS (Gould).

TASMANIAX GRAUCALUS.

TI^HE Tasmanian variety of the genus Graucalus resembles the New South Wales species, both in

-A- appearance and habits, but is somewhat smaller, and has also some small differences in colouring.

Its habits are so like those of Graucalus Mclanops, that a separate description is unnecessary.

The forehead, ear-coverts, sides of face and throat are black
;

upper surface, wings, and tail,

dark grey
; primaries, dark brown

;
under surface, grey

;
irides, brownish-grey

;
bill, black

;
legs and

feet, dark grey.

Habitat : Tasmania.
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PLATE Hi.

GRAUGALUS HYPOLEUCUS (Gould).

WHITE-BELLIED GRA UCAL US.

THE North Coast of Australia is inhabited by the species under notice, which is there seen in

small flocks from four to twelve in number.

It is easily distinguished from the other members of the genus by the white colouring of the

under surface, but resembles them closely in habits.

There is next to no difference in colouring between the sexes.

The upper surface and ear-coverts are grey
;

wing-feathers, black, margined with grey
; lores,

black ;
tail, dark brown ; sides of neck, and all under surface, white

;
bill, black

;
hides, dark brown

;

legs and feet, dark grey.

Habitat : North Coast.

GRAUCALUS MENTALI 8 (Vig. and Horsf.)

VARIED GRAUCALUS.

NEW SOUTH WALES, Victoria, and parts of South Australia and Queensland constitute the

home of this species, which differs from Grauccdus Melanops principally in its smaller size.

In diet, general habits, and mode of incubation it resembles the other members of the genus.

There is no material difference in the colouring of the two sexes.

The upper surface and wings are dark slate-grey
;

lores, black
;

primaries and secondaries, grey,

margined with black
;

tail, blackish-grey ; throat and breast, grey ; under surface and shoulders, white
;

irides, grey ;
bill, black

;
legs and feet, dark brown.

Habitats : New South Wales, Victoria, South Australia, and Queensland.
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