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FIRST VOLUME.

Falco Chryssetos.

' asniginosus,

• buteo.

milvus,

Strix stridula.

— passerina.

Lanius coilurio.

Parus major.
• coeruleus.

caudatus.

Corvus Cornix.
—— caryocactates.

CuGulus caiiorus.

jjynx torquiUa.

Loxia Coccothraustes.
•— curvirostra.

Pringilla celebs.—_i carduelis.

Alauda aryensis,

—r- prateiisis.

Muscicapa atricapilla.

IVIotaciHa vulgaris.

» flava.

Sylvia rubecula.

. rubicola.

Caprimulgus Europaeus.

Colamba palumbus.

Tetrao urogallus.

Ardea stellaris.

Platalea leucorodia.

Numenius arquata.

Scolopax rusticola.

Tringa vaiiellus.

Ha^matopus ostralegus.

Ckaradrius CEdicnemus.

Podiceps minor.

Galinula porzana.

Recurvirostra Avocetta.

Larus canus,
—— ridibundus?

Anas nigra.

Boschas.
• Tadorna,

clypeata.

Clangula.
. Querquedula,
' Crecca.

Pelicanus iophorus.
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Avocet.

Bittern.

Buzzard, Gommon.
— moor.

Chaffinch.

Crossbill.

Crow, hooded.—— Nutcracker.

Cuckoo, common.
Curlew, common.
Dove, common.
Duck, golden. eye.

Scoter.

Shoveller.

wild.

Eagle, golden.

Flycatcher, pied.

Galiinule^ spotted.

Gargany.
^

Goatsucker, European.

Goldfinch.

Grosbeak, or Hawfinch,
Grous, wood.
Grebe, little.

Gull, common.
black-headed.

Kite.

Lapwing, or Pewit,

Lark, Sky.
tit.

Owl, little.

• tawny,
'

Oyster?catclier, pied.

Plover, Norfolk.

Redbreast.

Shag, crested?

Shieldrake.

Spoonbill.

Shrike, red-backed,

Stonechat,

'I'eal.

Titmouse, blue.^

.— — greater.
—

• long tailed.

Wagtail, common.
yellow.

Woodcock.
Wryneck.
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FALCO CHRYSEATOS.

GOLDEN EAGLE.

Generic Character.

Bill ftrong, hooked, covered at the bafe with Cere.

Noftrils fituated in the Cere.

Tongue cleft.

Toes three forward, one backward, the middle toe con-

nc6led to the outer one to the firft joint.

Claws large and hooked, the hind and infide front claws

of the fame fize.

Synonyms.

Falco Chryseatos. Lin, Syjl. i, p. 125. 5. Ind,

Orn. 1. p. 12. 8.

Golden Eagle. Br, 7.ooL i. 42- iak 16. lb. foL

p. 61. tab. A, At5i. ZooL 2, 214. A,

Lath. Syn. 1. p. 31. Jk/upt.p. 10.

Mo7Jt. Orn. Bici. Vol 1. Bewick's

Br. Birds, Pt. 47. Cat. of the

London Mujeum, p. 40. female^ p. 39.

nrJL H I S bird meafures from tip to tip of the wings fome-

what more than eight feet ; in length three feet fix inches,

and it weighs from twelve to fourteen pounds. Bill very

ftrong, much hooked, and very fharp at its edges ; irides yel-

low
j
legs fhort, covered with feathers to the toes ; claws

very



very long, fiiarp, and ftrong, the hind ones bentg more than

three inches in length. The female correfponds in colour,

except being flightly daflied with white on the under fide ; it

is confidcrably larger than the male, fometimes being nine feet

in breadth, and four in length, and weighing fixteen pounds.

This fpecies builds in the moft inaccefTible rocks in the north

of England, Ireland, Scotland, and fome of the Scottifh ifles,

it has alfo been known to breed in North Wales, but in all

thefe parts is' very rare ; it lays three or four white eggs.

About two years ago one of thefe birds, a female, was fhot

Hear Brompton, in Middlefex, and was prefented by the

Compte de Vandes to the London Mufeum, from which

fpecimen our figure was taken ; within a week of the fame

time, a male of this fpecies was fhot near Godalming, Surrey.

The Golden Eagle feeds on hares, rabbits, lambs, and the

larger kinds of poultry ;
*^ and in order to extirpate them from

the Orkney-Iflands, there is a law which entitles any one

killing an Eagle, to a hen out of every houfe in the parilli

where it may be killed."
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FALCO iERUGINOSUS.

MOOR BUZZARD.

Generic Character. See Falco Chryfeatos,

Synonyms.

Falco iERuciNOSus. Un. Syfi. i. ^, 130, 29. Ind.

Dm, 1. p, 25. 53.

Moor Buzzard. Br, Zool. 1. 57. Ik fol Sj, iak

A, ^. Ar5i, ZooL 2. p. 225. L.

Lath Syn. x. p. 53. Ib.fupt.p. 15*

Mont. Orn. I>i5l. Vol. 2. BewicJCs

Br. Birds, Pt. 1, p. 61,

T
, Jt H I S fpecies is about twenty-one inches in length, nearly

three feet in breadth, and weighs twenty-two ounces. Bill

an inch and a half long, having a flight notch near the tip 5

irides yellow
;

legs and claws long and flender. Colours of

the female not fo bright as thofe of the male, which it exceeds

in fize, being about twenty-four inches in length : both fexes

vary in colour, they are fometimes found of an entire choco-^

late brown, alfo with the head and neck white.

The Moor Buzzard is not fo generally difperfed as fomc

of its congeners, it ufually affeds moift barren fituations, fuck

as fwampy moors and commons, and landy fpots near the fea
;

with us they are a fhy folitary bird, but Mr. Montague

fays,.



fays, " he has feen as many as nine at one time feeding on the

€arcafe of a Iheep on the fandy flats on the coaft of Carmar-=.

thenfhire/^

It breeds ufually on the ground, though it has alfo been

known to build on trees ; laft feafon a pair built their neft,.

compofed of flicks, grafs, and the leaves and decayed ftalks

of the following rufh (Butomus umbellatus) in an ofier ground

near the Grand-Surrey-Canal,, on the Deptford-Road ; it was

placed on a fmall hillock, juft above the water's edge, and

contained five dufky white eggs, two of them were fplaflied

with ruft coloured fpots at the larger end ; the female was

fliot from the neft, and being but llightly wounded lived in

confinement for fome months ; it was fed with frogs, mice^

worms, beetles, the entrails of fiih and other animals, and

was particularly voracious.

In its wild ftate this bird feeds on rabbits, hares, the young

of the coot and moor-hen, it alfo frequents the haunts of

lapwings and plovers, and deftroys numbers of their young ; it

is not as fluggifti as the common buzzard, though by no means

an adive bird on wing ; in the fpring whilft the female is

incubating, the male frequently foars to a great height, and

is on wing during the greater part of the day.

They are very attentive to their young, and alternately go

in queft of food ; the male has been known to relieve the

female during the time of incubation.

Provincial names. Bald Hawk or Buzzard, Duck Hawk,

Wbite-Headed Harpy.

1
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FALCO BUTEO
COMMON BUZZARD.

Generic Character. See Falco Chryscetos,

Palco Butjso, Lin, Syst, I. p. 127. Ind. Orn.p.23,

Buzzard, ^r. 0ooZ. 1 . 54. tab. 25. Ih.fol tab,A,Jig. 3,

Lath. Si/n. 1. p. 48. lb. Suppl. p. 14.

Mont. Orn. Diet. Bewick's Br. Birds^

Pt. 1. p. 57.

rp
.

I HIS common bird is about twenty-two inches in

length, in breadth somewhat exceeding four feet, weighing

from two pounds and a half to three and a half. Bill strong

and hooked, with a notch or tooth in the upper mandible

near the point
;
eyes sunken, and much duller than in most

other species of hawk ;
wings when closed extending rather

bejond the tail ; legs strong and coarse ; feathers on the

thighs long and loose, and of a harsher texture than on the

other parts of the bird. The colours of both sexes are

subject to vary, those of the female are mostly duller; in

size it is rather larger, and a much bolder bird than the

piale.

Of our native hawks this is the most indolent and inactive,

rarely taking wing exeept when pressed by hunger, or in

the breeding season, when it soars to a great height, as-

cending



cending and descending in a series of continued circles, and

in its descent uttering a noise similar to the purring of a

cat, but much louder, which is heard at a considerable

distance.

The nest is formed in the fork of some large tree near the

top, and is composed of sticks, lined with hair, wool, and

other soft substances. It usually lajs two eggs, sometimes

a third is found in the nest, but generally when this is the

case one of them proves abortive. The eggs are of a dull

white, spotted with rust colour, most numerously at the

larger end, and rather exceed in size those of the

common hen.

During the time of incubation the male bird is very

attentive to its mate, bringing it food, and during her tem-

porary absence taking charge of the nest. Both sexes are

very tenacious of their young, and continue feeding them

sometime after they quit the nest. Their food consists of

young hares, rabbits, moles, and other small quadrupeds;

also of such other birds as from inability are unable to elude

their attack : so cowardly is the male bird that it will resign

its prey to the kestrel or sparrow hawk, which frequently

attack it for the purpose of procuring a meal.
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FALCO MILVUS.
KITE.

Generic Character. -5'(f^ Falco Chryfeatos.

Synonyms.

Falco Milvus. Lin, Syjl. i. p. 126. 12. Ind, Orn.

1. p. 20. 37.

Kite. Br. Zool. 1. 53. U.foL tab. A, 2. Lath. Syn.

1. 61. 43. Ib.fiipt. p. 17. M?;;/. On/. D/^J?.

Bewick's Br. Birds Ft, 1./. 63.

TThE Kite weighs nearly two pounds and a half, and is

in length rather more than two feet, and in breadth about five

feet ; bill ftrong ; crown of the head rather flat, the feathers

on that part have generally a rough appearance
;
eyes fierce ;

tail long and much forked, the outer feathers frequently ex-

ceeding twelve inches in length
;
legs and claws very ftrong

;

the female differs but little in colour from the male, but rather

exceeds it in fize, being fometimes two feet fix inches long,

and five feet eight inches in breadth.

This fpecies generally inhabits fuch woody places as are in

the vicinity of farms, as it chiefly depends on the produce of

the farm-yard for fubfiftence ; its food confifts of chickens,

young ducks, rabbits, and hares ; on the failure of thefe, it

greedily devours carrion, m^ce, rats, moles, reptiles of all

defcription, and even infeds ; it is conftantly changing its

rcfidence



refidence except during the breeding feafon, at which time

it is very bold, and will often attack a brood of chickens, and

will not eafily be difappointed of its prey, frequently fuftain-

ing a combat with ihe hen ; it will alfo attack and deftroy

young lambs, and fo eagerly is it then engaged in devouring

its prey, that inftances have been known of its being taken by

a fhepherd's dog when thus employed.

This bird makes its nefl early in the fpring, compofed of

flicks, wool, hair, and not unfrequently of pieces of cloth,

paper, and any other foft materials it meets with ; the female

lays three or four eggs of a pale yellow colour (nearly white)

with a few ruft-coloured fpots at the larger end
;
during the

time of incubation, the male bird in the abfence of the female,

takes to the neft, and has been known to fit on the eggs for

three days without intermiffion. This was occafioned by the

female being caught in a fox trap, that had been placed in a

rabbit warren ; the trap had caught her by the centre and out-

fide toes, which by her continual jflruggles for releafe were

torn off : on her return to the neft, fhe brought with her a

full grown rabbit, which, owing to the injury fhe had received,

ftie was unable to tear to pieces ; this the male bird performed

for her, and from that time continued to feed her till fome

weeks after their young ones had left the neft.

From the great extent of furface oppofed to the trifling

weight of this bird, it is able to fupport itfelf when on wing

for a great length of time, and with very trifling exertion,

fweeping along with a very graceful motion, which, though

flow, is pleafing in its efFe6t:, fomewhat refembling the broad

fweeps made by an adept in the art of Ikating : when the

Kite



Kite has been at fo great an height as to be fcarcely perceivable

by the naked eye, we have known it to utter a hoarfe kind of

bleat, which will readily lead the eye to the fpot ; at that

time fliould a rabbit or any other animal to which it is

partial (as food) be flirring, it clofes its wings, and falls with

aftonifliing rapidity on its prey ; at the time h is falling it only

fans the air with its tail, which but flightly impedes the ra-

pidity of its defcent.









STRIX STRIDULA

TAWNY OWL,

Generic Character. 6'if<f Strix Bubo.

Synonyms.

Strix STRIDULA. Liu, Svft. 1. p. 133. 9. M. Om.

2. p. 58. 25.

Tawny Owl. Br, Zool i. 68. U. foL 7. tak B.Jig.

3. Ar^, ZooL 2. p. 237. B. Mont.

Om, Di^. 2. Bewick's Br, Birds^

P/. 1 , 9 1

.

Strix Aluco. Ltn, Syfl. 1* p, 130. 7. //^i. Orn, 2.

59. 26.

Brown Owl. Br. Zool. iah. 32. Ik foL p. 72.

B, jig. 1. ^r^. Zo^?/. 2. 125.

M?;^/. Or;;. Di^. VoL 2.

Aluco Owl. Lath, Syn, p. 134. 20,

XjENGTH of this fpecies nearly fourteen inches, breadth

two feet feven inches, weight fifteen ounces. Bill ftrong, about

an inch and a quarter in length, much hooked; eyes very

dark, they are larger in this than in any other Britifli fpecies,

and are furrounded with hair like feathers, which have their

lhafts proje6l:ing half an inch beyond the webs ;
legs ftrong/

and covered with feathers to the toes ; claws fharp and ftrong,

when the foot is diftended, it covers a fpace nearly three inches

fquare; tail compofed of twelve feathers. Both fexes agree

in



in colour. The female exceeds confiderably in fize, being

feventeen inches long and two feet ten inches wide, and

weighing nineteen ounces.

The Tawny is the moll common of the Britifh Owls, it

reforts to woods, and particularly to plantations of fir, where

it conceals itfelf during the day ; at the approach of night it

makes its appearance, and is eafily diftinguifhed from all its

congeners by its hooting, which noife it makes both when on

wing and at reft, befides which it frequently utters a harfti

fcreaming note. This is the only fpecies known to hoot.

Owing to the fize of the pupil of the eye, this fpecies is

unable to endure the light of day, and fhould it be difturbed

or made to take wing iji the day-time, it flies frequently

againft trees, and we have known one to fly with fuch force

againft the fide of a barn, as to bring it to the ground, quite

llunned with the violence of the blow.

It breeds in the decayed hollow^ of trees, and fometimes in

barns and ruined edifices, its neft is of a very flight texture,

and compofed of fuch foft materials as the place may afford ;

when it lays in the holes of trees, the eggs are moftly depo-

fited on the decayed wood without any neft : it lays two or

three opaque dufl^y white eggs, which are of a " roundifh

form/* The young are eafily brought up by hand, and are

very ufeful in barns or granaries, being moft excellent

moufers ;
they are at firft covered with light -coloured down.

The food of this, like moft other fpecies, confifts of young

liares apd rabbits, rats, mice, and pigeons, in queft of the

latter



0

latter it is frequently known to enter pigeon-houfes. In tlie

cavity of a tree where this bird had bred, were found among

its caftings, the head and bones of fome fpecies of fnake.

Mr. Pennant has defcribed a variety of this bird as a

diftin6t fpecies, under the name of the Brown Owl ; authors

have held different opinions, fome regarding the brown variety

as the female. Mr. Montague however mentions that he

has killed them both from the fame neft, confequently he

confiders them as mere varieties ; in confirmation of which,

we can ftate, that in the early part of laft year (1811) a pair,

the one brown and the other tawny, were fhot from the neft,

which was formed in the hollow of an old pollard, on

Dulwich-Common , the brown one on dilTection proved to be

the male.

Provincial names, Ivy-Owl, Wood-Owl, Hooting-Owl,

Screech-Owl, and Howlet.









STRIX PASSERINA,

LITTLE OWL,

Geheric Character. 6'<f^ Strix Bubo.

Synonyms.

SxRix Passerina. Lin, Syft. i. p. 133. 12. Ind.

Orn, 1. p» 65. 46.

Little Owl. Br. ZooL 1. 70. ILfoL 73. tak B. 5.

^r^^. Zoo/. 2. 126. i^/^. 1.

150. 40. Or;^. £)/V7. FoL 2.

Gz/. ^ /^^ London Mu/eim^ 43*

IjENGTH nearly nincj and breadth fourteen inches,

weight about two ounees and a half. Bill broad at the bafe,

and much curved, furrounded with hair-like feathers, which

projed beyond the bill 5 irides light yellow with green reflec-

tions
;

legs feathered to the toes^ which are covered with

down^ interfperfed with hairs ; claws long and ficnder. Thefe

birds are fubje£i to confiderable variation in the colour of their

plumage ; the female rather exceeds in fize.

This is a very rare bird, and is but feldom known to breed

in this country ; our friend Mr. Go ugh, of Middlefhaw, in

Weftmorelandj informs us, " a pair took up their abode in a

barn, in that village, in the fpring of i8ii, one of which died

by fome accident ; another pair bred in a chimney, in the fame

neighbourhood^



neighbourhood, a year or two before. They frequently fly
by day, and do not court the lliades of night fo much as
the other fpecies."

It feeds on mice and other fmall animals, and ufually builds
in chimnies and old ruined buildings; it lays five roundilh
white eggs, blotched with cream colour and light brown.

A fine fpecimcn of this bird is in the London Mufeura,
from which our figure was taken.
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LANIUS COLLURI O.

RED-BACKED SHRIKE.

Generic Character. See Lanias excubitor.

Synonyms.

Lanius Collurio. Lin. Syft, i. p. 136. 12, Ind^

Orn, X, p. 69. 11.

Red-backed Shrike, Br. ZooL 1. 72, Ih,foL p> 74.

tab, C 1, Ar5i. ZooL 2, 131, Lath*

Syn. i» p, 167. 25. lb» fupi. p, 52.

Mont, Orn, Di5f, FoL 2, Bewick's

Bn Birds^ Pi. 1 . p. 96.

Lesser Butcher-bird or Flusher, Alhi'ds Birds^

2. tab. 14.

JL HIS fpecies is feven inches and three quarters in lengthy

twelve in breadth, and weighs rather more than one ounce.

Bill ftrong, with a deep notch near the tip ; irides dark hazel ;

legs and claws ftrong, the latter particularly fharp ; tail

conpipofed of twelve feathers, the two centre ones of which

are the longeft. The female is rather larger, and differs fo

confiderably in colour, that we purpofe giving a figure of it

in a future number.

It builds in thick low hedges, and fometimes the neft is

placed on the ground, at the root of fome old flump ;

the nefl is loofely compofed of mofs, roots, and wool, lined

^ .
.

"
'

^ with

r



with hair ; it lays five or fix white eggs, fpotted with greyifh

brown, chiefly at the larger end ; the principal food of the

fpecies is beetles and other inre61;s, thefe it is faid to

transfix oa a thorn, and tearing off the body, leaves the re-

mainder behind ; we never noticed this curious circumftance,

but moft writers make mention of it ; all we can fay is, that

of numbers which we have examined, moft if not all of them,

contained parts of the legs and wings ; in one killed on the

fecond of July, were tv^o whole beetles and forae undigeiled

parts, the latter were in the flate ufually found when, prepared

for ejedling, which this fpecies does in the manner of the

larger birds of prey.

Both parents and young are very clamorous at the approach

of any perfon near the neft, making a loud chattering noife
;

the note of the brood is very fimilar to that of young fpar*

rows. It is found plentifully in the vicinities of London and

Briftol ; is alfo met with in fome parts of Wiltfhire, Glou-

Cefterfhire, Somerfetfhire, Suffex, Surrey, Middlefex, ElTex,

Hertfordfhire, and Yorkfhire, but in many other parts of this

kingdom is entirely unknown.

Its provincial names are Lefier Butcher-Bird, Jack-BaJ^erj

Flufher, Shrite, and Shreek or Skreek«
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PARUS MAJOR.
GREAT TITMOUSEr

Generic Character.

Bill compreffed, ftraight, fliort, and Iharp-pointed.

Noftrils round, covered by the vebnffea. .

Tongue laciniated, points terminating nearly on a line.

Toes fepaKate, hind-one the longeft.

Synonyms.

Parus Major. Lin. Syji. u p. 34^- 3-

Great Titmouse or Ox-Eye. Br. Zool. i. 162.

Ik fol. 113. tab. JV- fig- 4- Latb.

Syn. A- 536- 1- Mont. Orn. Din.

Bewick's Br. Birds, Pi. 1. p. 244-

XhIS fpecies is in length near fix inches, in breadth about

nine inches, and weighs nearly three-quarters of an ounce ;

bill ihort, hard, and very ftrong ;
eyes large and black

;
legs

ftrong ; claws ftarp and much curved, that on the hind-toe

much longer and more curved. The colours of the female

,re like thofe of the male, except being fomewhat duller, and

in the breeding feafon the breaft and belly incline to cinereous.

The Great Titmouse (or Joe Bent) is to be met wuh

in almoa every garden ; its habits and economy are very fimi-

lar to thofe of the blue titmoufe, but it is more darmg, and

will, during the time of incubation, fcarcely fufFer any bird to

approach its neft, it will even attack the magpie, Ihould



it intrude on its territories : we know of an inftance, where
B, fparrow that chanced to alight in the vicinity of the neft,

was killed in an inftant by the male bird ; it is more fre-

quently obferved to attack fmall birds than any other of our

native fpecies, and often robs the nefts of the hedge-fparrow

2ind red-flart of the young.

It generally builds a neat compa^ neft, compofed of mofs,

vegetable-down, hair, and feathers
; it is placed often in a

hole, in a tree, or wall, or in an out-houfe, and we know
of its building and rearing its young in the corner of a

manger, from which a number of horfes were in the daily

habit of feeding ; it lays from fix to ten white eggs, fpotted

with ruft colour.

The general note of this bird is little better than a chatter^

but in the fpring it varies
; fometimes uttering a low plaintive

note, interrupted by a very fhrill whiftle, and frequently a

harili kind of jarring noife ; thefe varied notes ceafe as the

year advances, and v/hen the breeding feafon is over and the

young quit the neft, its note again becomes monotonous.

When in purfuit of the female, the male ereds the feathers

on the head and neck ; fhould it when thus engaged, meet

with one of its own fex, a battle immediately commences,

which feldom terminates but with the lofs of life in one of the

party ; %vhen this happens, the furvivor falls on the vanquifhed,

and pecks out the brains, which is the part they prefer to all

others.

A variety is fometimes met with that has a white fpot oa

the crown of the head, and a ring of the fame round the neck.







PARUS COERULEUS.

BLUE TITMOUSE.

Generic Character. See Parus Major,

Synonyms.

Parus Cceruleus. Lin. Syjl. i. p, 34i«

Blue Titmouse^ Br. ZooL i. p. 163. tab. 57. LaiL

Syn. j^. p. 543. Bewick's Br. Birds^

PL 1. p. 246. Mont. Orn. Di^.

JL H I S lively little bird is in length rather more than four

Inches; weighs about five drams and a half; bill llrong,

fharp pointed, very thick at the bafe
;
eyes large and lively ;

legs flender ; toes divided to the bafe, the hinder claw very

long ; in the female the colours are fomewhat duller than

in the male.

Few of our fmall birds have attraded more attention than

the Blue Titmoufe, its delicate colours, adive motions, and

familiar manners, feem to court particular notice ; it feeds prin»

cipally on fmall infeds, to procure which it frequently com»

mits confiderable injury to fruit trees, in removing the buds ;

it moftly hangs from the branch, and examines with curious

eye the fmalleft crevice, and will readily devour the eggs and

larvse of all kinds of infeds ; nor is it always fatisfied with this

kind



kind of fare, as it will attack fmall birds, particularly fucli aS

are weak or difeafed, and difpatches them with its bill, with

which it immediately cleaves the fkull, and picks out the

brains, but moftly leaves the body for another meal, firft

carefully covering it with leaves, or any fubftance that may

be in the way.

The female builds her neft in the holes of trees or walls,

fhe forms it of mofs, well lined with feathers, hair, and wool,

and lays from fix to eight eggs, fome writers alTert they lay

from fourteen to twenty ; in thofe we have had an opportunity

of examining, we never found more than eight, and moft

generally but fix or feven, they are of a clear tranfparent

white, finely fplafhed with bright rufl colour at the larger end.

They are very tenacious of their nefl ; fhould any one

approach it while eitU-r of them are fitting, they ere6l: their

feathers, and place themfelves in a pofture of defence, and

continue to make a noife fimilar to the hiffing of fnakes^

during the intrufion.





I'



PARUS CAUDATUS.
LONG- TAILED TITMO USE.

Generic Character. See Parus major.

Synonyms.

Parus caudatus. Lin, Syjl. i. p, 342. !!• Ind,

Orn. 2, p, 569. 20.

Long-tailed Titmouse. Br. ZooL 1. 166. Ijith,

Syn, 4. p. 550. y^/'^- ^- 190.

Mont, Orn, Di^, Vol. 2, Bewick'iBn

Birds^ Ft. 1. p. 248.

I S elegant little fpecies is about five inches and a half

in length, fix and a half in breadth, and weighs nearly four

drams. Bill very fhort ; feathers on the head and cheeks

rough, and always eredt ; irides hazel
; edges of the eye-lids

yellow \* tail very long, the fecond feathers from the centre

being three inches and a half in length, the middle ones

rather fhorter, thofe on the outfide gradually declining, the

Ihorteft not exceeding an inch and a half
;

legs and claws

ftrong. Colours of the fexes alike, the female exceeds in

weight nearly one dram.

Though numerous in fome parts, the long-tailed is not fo

generally difperfed as either the greater, the blue, or the marlh

Titmoufe, but is moft ufually found in low moift fituations,

that are covered with underwood, and interfperfed with lofty

oaks or elms. In fuch places it builds \ its neft differs from all

the other fpecies with which we are acquainted ; it mofi:

generally is placed in the forked branch of a large tree, that

overhangs the water, and is compofed of mofs and lichens,

interwoven



interwoven with wool and feathers ; with the latter It is lined

infuch quantities as to completely im-bed the eggs. The exterior

of this curious little manfion from the quantity of lichens with

which it is formed, fo nearly refembles the bark of the tree

whereon it is placed, that it readily efcapes obfervation ; the

neft is completely clofed on all fides v/ith the exception of a

fmall hole on the lower part. It lays from twelve to eighteen

white eggs, fpotted with ruft colour at the larger end ; Mr.

Montague obferves, the eggs are lefs than thofe of any other

Britifh bird, except the golden -crefted wren, weighing about

twelve grains."

The habits of this fpecies are very fimilartothofeof the blue

Titmoufe, and like it is almoft inceflantly in motion, running

up and down the branches of trees in fearch of food, which

confifts of the fmaller fpecies of infeds, alfo the larvse and eggs

of thofe that depofit them in the crevices of the bark ; in the

winter they alTociate in fmall flocks of from eight to twelve,

and fometimes mare, and are kept together by their continual

chirping ; like their neft their colours affimilate fo nearly with

the white mofs, atmndant on trees at that feafon of the year,

that was it not for their note it would be difficult to find them.

Owing to the length of tail, its flight is undulating, and

irregular, but moft ufually very quick, feeming to pafs

through the air like an arrow. Its provincial names arc

numerous, and are moft generally given either from the form

of its neft or length of tail, as Bottle Tit, Bottle Tom,

* Feather Poke, Long-tailed Mag, Long-tailed Pie, Long-

tailed Capon, Mum Rumn, Huck Muck, Ragged Robin.

* This is alfo the provincial name in many parts for the neft.





Pu^. by (9. Graves. W,3ln/orth, 7. Feh. 1811.
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CORVUS CORNIX,

^ HOODED CROW.

Generic Character. See Corvus Corax,

SVNONYMS.

Corvus Cornix. Lin. Syft. i. p. 156. 5.

RoYSTON Crow. Alhins Birdsy 2. tak 23.

Hooded Crow. Br, ZooL 1. 77. Lath. Syn. x.p. 374,

5. Ih. /up. p. 77. Mont. Orn, Di^f.

Bewick's Br. Birds^ Ft. i. p. i02»

X HE Hooded Crow is about twenty-two inches in

length, and weighs nearly one pound and a half; bill two

inches and a quarter long, furniflied with very ftrong vibriife

;

legs fcaly. Colours alike in both fexes ; the female moftiy

weighs two or three ounces more than the male.

This fpecies is very generally found throughout Great -

Britain, and is, we are informed by Pennant, the only genuine

fpecies of Crow found in the Hebrides, Orkneys, and Shet^

lands;'* it makes its neft in the fame manner and with the

fame kinds of materials as the common crow ; it lays fix eggs.

Their principal food is carrion, which they will fcent out at

a very great diftance, the moft putrid carcafe is devoured by

them with avidity ;
they often attack the eyes of young lambs

and



and difeaied fheep,- and moftly fucceed if the animal is

incapable of rifing/' To the extenfive downs and heaths with

with which this country abounds, they refort in vail numbers,

where they feed on grain, worms, and infe(51s, particularly

beetles, for which they fearch with the greateft diligence
;

may be oft^n feen in com.pany with the common crow, in

ploughed fields ; it is a very (by bird, and will take wing even

at the approach of a dog ; on the fea coafts they feed on fmall

ilieil-fifh, marine infe6ts, and any animal matter thrown up

by the tide.

It wass formerly very common in the vicinity of London,

particularly about the neighbourhoods of Hoxton gnd Hackney^

but is now become rare fo near town.







CORVUS CARYOCACTATES

NUTCRACKER.

Generic Character. See Corvus Corax,

Synonyms.

Corvus c aryocactates. Lin. Syji. i. p» 157. 10.

Ind, Orn. i» p. 164. 39.

Nutcracker. Br, Zool. Appdx» tab, 1. Ar^. ZooL 2.

p, 252. D, Lath, Sy72. 1. p. 400.

38. lb. fupt. p, 82. Mont. Orn,

Vol, 2. Bewick's Br. Birds

^

Pt. 1, p, m .

THIS rare fpecies is about thirteen inches in length, and

weighs between eight and nine ounces. Bill two inches long,

the bafe thickly befet with fharp pointed feathers interfperfed

with briftles
;
eyes light hazel

; legs very ftrong ; claws fhort,

and much curved.

But few inftances are on record of this bird having been

found in England ; the fpecimen from which our figure was

executed was ihot in Devonfhire, and prefented by Mr. Har-
rison, of Parliament-Streety to Mr. BuLLOCK, proprietor

of the London Mufeum.

Thefe birds are found in abundance in many parts of Eu-

rope, particularly Germany, Sweden, Denmark, Burgundy,

and



and " the pine forefts of Rullia and Siberia, and all over

Kamtfchatka they are faid to feed principally on the feeds

of the pine.

The Nutcracker takes its name from the facility with

which it breaks nuts to get at the kernels ; this it does by firft

fixing the nut in a crevice in the bark of a tree, and fplitting

it by repeated ftrokes of its bill. It is faid to build in holes

of trees, which it adapts to this purpofe with its bill in the

manner of the wood-pe(;ker. We are unacquainted with

the eggs.





i



CUCULUS CANORUS.

COMMON CUCKOW.

Generic Character.

Bill curved.

Tongue fhort.

Tail compofed of ten flexible feathers*

Toes two forwards and two backwards.

Synonyms*

CucuLUs CANORUs. Ufi, Syft, !• p. 168. !• In^.

Om. 1. p. 207. 1.

Common Cuckow. Br. ZooL 1. 82. tai^. 36. Ib,foU

^o. tak G. G. !• Ar^, ZooL 2. p,

266. tah.A. Lath. Syn. 2. p, 509. i»

lb, fupt. p. 98. Mont, Orn. D'lcf,

Voh 1. Bewick's Bu Birds, Ft, u

JL H I S fpecies is nearly fifteen inches in length, twenty-

five in breadth, and it weighs about four ounces and a half»

Bill ftrong and much curved ; infide of the mouth red ; irides

and eye-lids yellow ; tail confiding of ten feathers of unequal

length, of which the outer ones are remarkably fhort, which

is alfo the cafe with the firfl quill feather
;
legs and claw?

Ihort. The female differs in colour, being more inclined to

brown, and is alfo nearly an inch fliorter than the mjai^.

Of



Of the true hiftory of this bird, but little was known till

Mr. Genner, in a letter to the late Mr. John Hunter,

publifhed in the feventy-eighth volume of the Philofophical

Tranfadions, gave to the world the extraordinary highly

interefting account we here tranfcribe, On the eighteenth

of June 1787, Mr. Genner examined the neft of a Hedges

Sparrow, which then contained a Cuckow's and three Hedge-.

Sparrow's eggs. On infpeding it the day following, thq bird

had hatched, but the neft contained only a young Cuckow

and one young Hedge-sparrow. The neft was placed fo near

the extremity of a hedge, that he could diftin6lly fee what was

going forward in it ; and, to his great aftoniftiment, he faw

the young Cuckow, though fo lately hatched,; hi the ad of

turning out the young Hedge-Sparrow.

<^ Th^ mode of accompliftiing this was curious ; the little «

;animal, with the affiftance of its rump and wings, contrive^

to get the bird on its back, ^nd making a lodgement for its

burden by elevating its elbows, clambered backwards with it

up the fide of the neft till it reached the top, where, reftingfor

^ moment, it threw off its load with a jerk, and quite difen-.

gaged it from the neft : after remaining a fhort time in this

fituation, and feeling about with its wings as if to be convinced

that the bufinefs was properly executed, it dropped into the

neft again,'*

The Cuckow generally makes choice of the Hedge- Spar^

|ow*s neft to depofit its egg, it will alfo lay in the cammor^

and yellow wagtails, the white-throats, reed^fparrows, titlarks.,j

^nd we know of one laying in a fwallow's neft ; we have known,

the young reared by all the foregoing with the exception of the

-
, fwalloWj,



fwallow, which on difcoverlng the addition in it5 neft, pre^

cipitately forfook it, and did not ever return, but built a new

neft at a diftance from the former one. It is not a little

curious that this bird always lays in the nefts of fuch birds as

feed on infeds, by which it fecures a fupply of proper food

to its abandoned offspring : the Hedge-Sparrow will frequently

continue to feed the young Cuckow for a xonfiderable time

after it has left the neft ; the Cuckow is faid to reft itfelf on

its fide in order that the Hedge-Sparrow may be able to reach

its mouth, and it frequently extends one wing for the bird to

pitch on to perform that office.'"'

This bird ufually arrives here about the beginning of April,

and quits towards the end of July, though we have known

them killed as late as the month of Oaober ;
the well-known

cry of the male bird is began to be uttered foon after its arri-

val, and ceafes about the month of June ; this year we heard

one on the feventeenth of July. It feeds on infefts, particu-

larly caterpillars ; on the fourth of June, this year (1812) we

obferved one very bufily engaged picking the caterpillars of

the peacock and fmall tortoifefhell butterflies from off a net-

tie, it feemed to fwallow thefe with confiderable difficulty,

being fome feconds in paffing a fmgle one, to perform which,

it ufed very great exertion ; after it had cleared the nettle it

flew to fome cabbages, where it found abundance of the cater-

pillars of the white butterfly, which being quite fmooth and

free from hair, it eat them as faft and with as much facility

as a pigeon would the fame number of peas. When it had

finiftied its repaft we killed it, and on opening it, found the

hairy caterpillars almoft cleared of hair, which was adhering to

the fides of the gullet and ftomach ; this may have given rife

to



to the opinion of the Infide of the ftomach's being hairy ; th<*

fmooth caterpillars were all feemingly unhurt, though quite

dead.

The young birds differ very Gonfiderably from the adults,

being all over mottled with brown and ferruginous
;
they do

not attain their full plumage till after the fecohd moult ; the

eggs are of a dufky white, fpotted with various tints of afh*

colour and olive green, the fpots are moft numerous at the

larger end. The females do not arrive till fome time after

the males, nor do they quit till a week or two later ; their

note is a loud hoarfe fcream or chatter*

Since the above went to prefs, we have feen two birds, one

on the twenty-fixth and the other on the twenty-feventh of

the prefent month (Auguft) the former one was a male, and

was uttering its well known cry of Cuckow, this it did very

hoarfely j the fex of the latter one we did not difcover.

i







JYNX TORQUILLA.

WRYNECK,

Generic Character.

Bill round and fomewhat incurvated.

Noflrils bare.

Tongue long, (lender, cylindrical, and terminated with

an horny fubftance.

Toes two forward and two backward.

Tail compofed of t^n fle^^ible feathers.

Synonyms.

Jynx Tor^uilla. Lin. Syjl, i. p, 172. Ind, Orn.

1. p. 223. 1.

Wryneck. Br. Zool 1. 83. Ih, foL 80. tab. F. G.

Ar5l, Zool. 2. p. 267. i5. Lath, Syn.

2. /. 548. iah. 24. Ih.fupt.p. 103.

Mont. Orn. DW. Vol. 2. Bev;ick'^

Br. Birdsy Ft. 1. p. 136.

TThE length of this bird is feven inches, breadth about

eleven, it weighs three quarters of an ounce ; bill three-fourths

of an inch long 5 irides light blood colour; feathers on the

crown of the head ere<5lable ; toes and claws very ftropg,

Polours alike in both fexes, «

This



This elegant fpeeies mod generally frequents woods anc|

orchards, where it may frequently be obferved running up the

branches of trees in fearch of infers ; thefe it fecures by means

of its tongue, which is covered with a thick vifcid exudation,

which completely fecures fuch infe6ls as come in contact with

it ; ants and their eggs are eagerly fought after as a favourite

food of this bird ; it reforts to the ant-hills, into the crevices

of which it introduces its tongue, which eafily penetrates by

having its tip of a harder fubftance than the other parts ; the

infeds being thus roufed endeavour to efcape, but fuch as

endeavour to crofs the tongue are fure to adhere and are immc-

tiiately drawn put and devoured.

The Wryneck makes its nefl in the hole of a tree, at the

bottom of which, little elfe is to be found than the decayed

parts of the tree, on thefe it lays eight or ten beautiful femi-

tranfparent white eggs
;
du^ng the time of incubation it is

yery tenaciqus of its retreat, and if an attempt be made to

moleft it, boldly ftrike3 at the offender with its bill ; at thi?

time it ere^ls its creft, and utters a loud hifling noife, and

fhould the male bird be at hand, it will frequently -flutter

round the intruder, uttering a piercing fcream not unlike

that of the Keftrel Hawk ; it is alfo obferved to make this

call on its firft arrival in this country, but ufually difcontinues

it as foon as the female begins to fit.

The name of Wryneck has been given to this bird from its

continual habit of writhing and twifting its neck, particularly

when alarmed, its tongue is thruft out, and it continues thefe

inotions fpr an hour together whilfl: difturbed.

Notwithftanding



Notwithflanding the haunts of this fpecies are ufually

sconfined to the neighbourhood of large trees, we have found

It under fuch circumftances as to be induced to believe it fome-

times breeds on extenfive commons among furze ; we fhot

one which proved a female, from off a little clump of furze,

which had nearly loft all the breaft feathers through incubating;

almoft immediately after we fprung the rnale, who continued

to fly round us, and fcreamed for a great length of time while

we were fearching after the neft, which we were not fo for-

tunate as to find, but from the continued anxiety difplayed by

the male we have no doufet was near the fpot,

Few birds are more likely to efcape general notice than the

prefent, as when at reft it is l^ardly to be difcerned from the

tree whereon it is fixed, by reafon of its colours approxima-

ting fo nearly with the furrounding objedls,

It ufually precedes the cuckoo a week or ten days, and is

known (from this circumftance) in parts by the name of

Cuckoo's mate, befides which it is called Snake-Bird, Long-

Tongue, pmmet-Huntpr, and fJilling-Bird,
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LOXIA COCCOTHRAUSTES.

H A fF- G RO S B E A K.

.u—»eiB^^^r»n ii

Generic Character. *Sf^ Xoxia curviroRra;

Synonyms.

LoxiA CoccoTHRAUSTEs, Lilt, Syjl, 1, p, 299. Jnd%

Orn. 1. p. 371. 4,

Grosbeak or Hawfinch. Br, ZooL 113. 3./oL 105.

tab, U, fig, 1. Arcf, Zool, 2, p. 354.

tab, C, Lath, Syn. 3. p, 109. 4. Ib^

/apt, p, \ A^, Mont, Orn, Dill, Vol, i»

Bezviclis Br, Birds^ Ft, \, p, 156.

JL HE length of this fpecks is about feven, and the breadth

near thirteen inches ; its weight rather exceeds two ounces.

Bill three-fourths of an inch long, it is unufually ftrong, being

half an inch thick at its bafe ; irides light hazel ; the points

of mod of the quill feathers are truncated, the tips of the

firft four or five are bent fomewhat in the form of the ancient

battle axe
;

legs (lender ; claws ftrong.

The female is fcarcely fo bulky, but nearly refembles th^

male in colour; both fexes vary much in brightnefs and

difpofition of colour ^ fcarcely two are to be feen that exa6liy

agree in all their markings
; but, generally fpeaking, the

colours of the female are not fo lively as thofe of the male.

During



Donng autumn the Hawfinch vlfits this country in fmall

flocks, confifting of from fix to twelve birds, but is not nume-

rous in any part of England ; fume are annually feen in the

marfhfcs oi Hackney and Flaillow, near London, and we re-

member to have feen a flock feeding on the berries of the

mountain afh, near Aldborough-Park, Surrey ; whiifl feeding,

they feemed very reftlefs and v^ere continually tvi^ittering

;

they fly heavily and near the ground.

The food of this bird confifls of the berries of the haw-

thorn (whence its name) privet, mountain~afh, and fervice ;

it is ailonilhing to fee with what facility this bird breaks the

ftones to get at the kernels; Mr. Montague fays " they

break them with as much eafe as other fmall birds break

hemp-feed."

The nefl is compofed of dried fibres, intermixed with

liver-wort, and lined with finer materials ; the eggs are of a

bluifh green, fpotted with olive brown, with a few irregular

black markings.'* Its provincial names are Cherryfinch^

Hawfinch, Bull-head, and this with the Crofsbill is in fomc

parts called Shell-Apple.

For our fpecimen "we are indebted to A. Harrison, Efq.

of Parliament'-Street*





J'u^. (t. (}riz.vej; Jt^M/orth . 2. Jan . 2322.



LOXIA CURVIROSTRA,

C R O S S - B I L L,

Generic Character.

Bill ftrong, thick, and convex.

Noftrils fmall, round.

Tongue truncated.

Toes three before, one behind.

Synonyms.

LoxiA CuRViROSTRA. Liu. Syjl, 1. p, 299. ed, 1.

Cross-Bill or SnEL-AppLE.^r. ZooL i./>. 115. iai^.4.g»

Lath, Syn. 3. p. 106. ed, 1 Mont, Orn, Di^.

Bewick's Br, Birds^ P/. 1. 153.

rip
X H I S bird is about feven inches in length, the bill is

convex, and both mandibles crofs each other at the points

;

in fome birds the lower mandible is flightly ferrated ; the legs

are ftrong and feathered below the knee. Both fexes vary in

colour in different feafons ; the female feldom has any clear

red, or orange about Irer, and is moftly of a dull green colour

blotched with red brown.

Is found in the Northern diflri^ls of Europe, in the moun-

tains of Switzerland, and among the Pyrenees and Alps ; feeds

chiefly on the cones of the pine^ the principal vegetable inha-

bitant



bitant of thofe frigid regions ; from whence it migrates to moft

of the Northern parts of Europe, Afia, and America ; its

vifits to this country are very irregular, in fome feafons it

has been obferved in large flocks, in others fcarcely a folitary

bird is to be met with thro-jgh the whole kingdom. We

noticed feveral in a large fir plantation, near Leath-Hill,

Surrey, in 1807. From Montague's Ornithological Dict-

ionary we learn, the female builds as early as January; fhe

places her neft under the bare branches of the pine-tree, fixing

it with the refinous matter which exudes from that tree, and

befmearing it on the outfide with the fame fubftance, fo that

no rain or fnow can penetrate it."

In fome years thefe birds are very injurious to our apple-

orchards, as a flock fornetimes alights on a tree foon after day-

break, and will entirely ftrip it of its fruit in a fhort time ; it

is the more dlftrudive as it is only the feeds or kernels that it

confumes, to get at which, it cuts or fcrapes away the pulp ;

from this circumflance it derives the common appellation of

Shel-Apple.
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FRINGILLA CALEBS.

CHAFFINCH.

Generic Character. aS^-^ Fringilla domeftica.

Synonyms.

Fringilla celebs. Lin. Syfl. i. p. 318. 3. M,
Orn, 1. p. 437- 12.

Chaffinch. Br, Zool 1. 125. lb. fol 108. tah, 5.

/f* 2, 3. ^r^. 2./>. 381. F.

Z^//^. 3 ^. 257. 10. lb,/upt.

p 165. Mi?/2/. Or;/. D/^. /^o/. 1.

Bewick's Br. Birds^ Pt. \, p. 178.

TThE Chaffinch weighs nearlyan ounce, is five inches

in length and nine in breadth ; the female is rather fmaller,

and weighs two drams lefs than the male, her colours are

confiderably duller, the upper parts are generally of a dull

olive green, the bread very dulky white ; the white marking

on the wings are alike in both fexes.

Few birds are more generally known than the prefent, as

its haunts are generally confined to the vicinity of our habi-

tations ; it is ufually efteemed a very unwelcome gueft in

gardens, feeding on mod kinds of feeds and fruit ; it is parti-

cularly injurious to our cherry orchards, as it greedily devours

the fruit in all ftages, from the time it fets till it ripens ; in

winter it aflbciates with its affinities in the farm-yard, where

it picks up fuch feed as may be fcattered by the flail ; in

fpring



fpring it devours art immenfe number of caterpillars, feeding

the young with them and other fmall infe£ls till they are able

to provide for themfelves ; and thus, perhaps, fully com-

penfate for the injury committed at other feafons.

The nefl of this fpecies is worthy of our admiration as a

m^fter-piece of elegance and neatnefs ; in choice of the ma-

terials, it is guided by an inftin6l wifely beftowed by its all-

bountiful Creator, that points out fuch as may tend to its

greater fecurity : thus when the neft is placed in the fork of

2 branch, or againft the fide of a mofs-grown tree, the exterior

of this comfortable little manfion is thickly ftudded with mofs

and lichens of a correfponding colour ; when it is built in an

ivy-bufh, it is compofed of green mofs, which aflimilating

in colour with the furrounding obje6ls, renders it more fecurc

by being lefs liable to obfervation. The fabric is compofed

of mofs, wool, and hair, interwoven with feathers, the foft

parts of which are left proje6ling from the fide as a lining.

It lays five or fix eggs of a pale purplifli blufh colour,

beautifully freckled and ftreaked with dark purple ; the eggs

are not all marked alike, feme being nearly covered with the

dark colour, whilft others have only a few ftreaks fparingly

diftribiited at the larger end. The young keep together till

after the firft moult, before which ^ime they are all feathered

like the female.

Chaffinches remain with us throughout the year ; but in

fome other parts of Europe the fexes feparate ;
the females

at the decline of the year repair fouthward, but the males

being more robuft, brave the inclemency of the northern

winters*.



winters. Mr. White, in his hiftory of Selbourn, remarks,

that flocks of females have been obferved in that neighbour-

hood about ChriftmaS.

The note of the Chaffinch is very fimple, it commences

about the 26th of January, and continues till the 8th of

March at other times both fexes have a call expreffing the

word Spink or Twink, names that are beftov^^ed on it in the

north of England ; befides which it is known in different

parts of this kingdom by the appellations of Bull-Spink,

Pink, Scrobby, Beech-Finch, Shell-Apple, Skelly, Horfs-

Finch, and Shillea.









FRINGILLA CARDUELIS.

GOLDFINCH.

Generic Char-acter. See Fringilla Domeftica.

Synonyms.

Fringilla Carduelis. Lin. Syjl. up, 31B. 7.

Goldfinch or Thistlef inch. Br. ZooL 2. 124,

Lath. Syn. 3. p. 2,%u Moni. Orn. Di^.

Bewicks Br. Birds., P/. i./>. 182.

Th I S beautiful fpecles is In length near five inches ;
bill

conic ;
eyes dark hazel ;

legs llender. Colours nearly fimilar

in both fexes, thofe of the female are fcarcely fo vivid, and

the wing coverts are inclined to brov^^n. The neft is elegantly

conftruaed, it is externally formed of mofs, dry grafs, and

lichens, and lined whh the down of thirties, hair, and wool ;

it ufually lays four or five eggs, of a blueifh white colour,

nightly fpotted with dark purple at the largeft end.

The Goldfinch is very common throughout this king^

dom ; its docile difpofition, joined to its melody of note, and

elegance of colours, has long been the caufe of its being kept

in a ftate of confinement, and in fome inftances we may fay

of flavery ; as it is not unfrequently obliged to draw up

xvaiter in a bucket from a confiderable depth, and to procure

its



its food from a box, the lid of which it is under the ne-

ceflity of fupporting during the time it is feeding. When
confined it readily breeds with the canary bird.

During fevere weather the Goldfinch often reforts to gardens

and farm-yards, in queft of fcattered grain, but on the return

of mild weather, it quits the vicinity of our habitations for

its more ufual haunts ; its principal food is the feeds of

thiftles, teafels, and the leaves of groundfel ; the young ones

for the firil: few weeks are fed with fmall caterpillars, to

procure a fufficient fupply of which, the parent bifds are

almoil: continually on vnng ; we have noticed them bufily

engaged about tufts of nettles, devouring the caterpillars of the

papiiio io (the peacock butterfly).

The plumage of thefe birds often varies in confinement,

being frequently met with quite black, or black and white,

and fometimes (though lefs frequently) entirely white ; birds

fed conftantly with hemp-feed, are very fubjed to becomQ

blacko
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ALAUDA ARVE N S IS.

S K r - LA R K.

Generic Character.

Bill flender, ilraight, pointed, curving at the tip.

Noftrils covered with feathers and briftles. ,

Tongue cloven at the point. ,

,

Toes divided to their bafe.

Claws fharp, thofe on the hind toe very long and

flightly curved,

SyN ON YMS.

AvLAUBA ARVENSis. " Lm. S)jf. 1. 187. 1. hd. Oh?.

_ 2.;^. 491. 1. W. Curtis s Mfs.^^.

Sky-Lark. Br. ZooL i. 136. lb. foL 93. iah, S, a,

fig, 7. Lath. Syn, 4. p. 368. 1. Montjr

Orn. Dicf, Vol, 1. Bewick's Br, Birds^ Ph

JL H E Sky-Lark is in length about feven inches, ii%

breadth : near twelve inches, and it weighs in the winter more

than t#o diifites ; bill flehder and fharp -pointed ; irides hazel *

feathers on the crown of the head long, and ere6i:able at plea-

fure
;

legs light brown in the; young bird, changing to duikf

as it advances in age ; claws fharp, the hind one very long

and nearly ftraight. Colour of the fexes alike.



This fpeci€s is common in moft parts of this country, but

inore abundant in thofe that are cultivated, as arable land^

it builds on the ground, frequently between two clods of

earth ; the neft is compofed of dry grafs and ftalks, and lined

with the fame kind of materials, only of a finer texture , it lays

four or five eggs of a dulky white colour fpotted with brown.

In fome places the fpots have the appearance of being run

together 5 the female fits about fifteen days, and often has

two broods in the year ; it is very attentive to its young, trying

many artifices to entice the incautious paflenger from its neft
^

\then in danger it flutters over the neft, and by its motions

gives information to the young of their danger or fecurity

;

the young are fed with infe6ts and grain, and foon learn to

provide for themfelves.

But few of the feathered tribe have greater claims to our

admiration than this delightful warbler, who commences its

carol with the rifing day ; this is the only fpecies that is

known to fing as it rifes ; it at firft but twitters, but as it

afcends it pours forth its full ftrains of enchanting melody

;

it rifes in an oblique dire6lion, and frequently - foars

beyond the fhepherd's fight vi^hen at it its greateft height,

fhould a bird of prey make its appearance, it clofes its wjng^

and drops like a ftone to the earth at- a fhort diftance from the

neft, fhould the un-vyelcome intruder be ftill hovering it lays

motionlefs, and its colour affimilating fo nearly with the earth,

it is in this ftate more Vilely to efcap.e the obfervation of its

enemy ; when defcending in its ufual manner it comes down

by repeated falls, fluttering and finging till it arrives within

a ftiort diftance of the ground, wher^ it is mute. It is generally

thoij|fht that the Iky -lark does not at any time fettle in trees,

but



^ut this is an error, as we have repeatedly (hot them from oflp

a bough, where it waits the pafling of infe£ls, which it

catches by jumping at them, and then returns to the bough

again in the manner of fom^ of the fmaller fpecics of larks.

Thefe birds vary but little in their general plumage, fome

;|nftances occafionally occur of their being found quite white ;

but the heel is a criterion by which the fpecies may with cer-

Itainty be known.

Our figure was executed for the l^te William Curtis.
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ALAUDA PRATENSIS,
TIT' LARK.

Generic Character. See Alauda arvensis.

Synonyms.

Alauda Pratensis. Lin, St/st. 1. p. 287. 2. Ind,

Om 2.p. 493. 5.

Tit-Lark. Br, Zool, 1. 138. lUd.fol 94 tab. Q.

Jig. 6. Arct. Zool. 2. p. 395. C. Lath,

Syn. 4. p, 374. 5. Mont. Orn, Diet. 1.

Bewick's Br. Birds, Pt 1. p. 200.

The Tit-Lark rather exceeds five inches in length, is

about ten in breadth, and weighs about half an ounce. Bill

sharp, weak, and slender ; irides dark hazel ; legs slender

;

hind claw rather bent. Colours of the sexes alike.

Few birds are more plentiful than the present, it frequents

commons and barren grounds, where it breeds ; the nest is

composed of drj^ stalks, grass, and lined with finer sorts of

the latter, intermixed with long horse hair; the nest is

usually placed on the ground amongst furze or high grass

;

it lays five or six eggs, of which, seldom two correspond in-

colour, varying from dark brown to cream colour ; they

are most generally spotted all over with rufous.

In the spring this bird has a very lively note, which it

usually utters when descending; in the evening may ber

seen



seen on a spray, from which it is continually soaring to

-some height^ and descends in the manner of the skj-lark; at

these times its notes are very fine.

This species feeds pn worms and insects, to procure

which, it resorts to springs and shallow waters ; it is very

careful of its young, and in the breeding season, is almost

continually on wing to procure food for them ; when it has

obtained anj^ it does not immediately return to the nest,

but settles at a distance, and then runs to it • owing to this

the nest is very difficult to find.

These birds are subject to vary in their plumage, from

brown to olive, and we have met with one this seasoii

nearly white.







MUSCICAPA ATRICAPILLA.

PIED FLT^CATCHER,

Generic Character.

Bill befet with bridles, upper mandible flattened at the

bafe, and notched near the tip.

Other Chara&ers as in the Alauda and Motacilla Ge-

neras.

Synonyms. '

MUSCICAPA ATRICAPILLA, Lift, Sjft, %. f, 326. 9,

Ind, Om. 2. 467. 1.

Pied Fly-catcher. Br, ZooL 135. Ih. fol. 103.

tab, S.fig, 1. (Mqf.) Ar^, ZooL 2*

p. 391. B. Ih, Jupt. p. 64. Lathm

^y^' 3- P- 324. 2. Mont, Om,BiB,
Vol, 1. Bewick's Br, Birds^ Ft, 1,

p, 208.

IjENGTH nearly five incheS;, breadth about nine; bill

•weak, flightly notched at the tip ; irides dark hazel
;

legs and

claws flender ; the female is rather lefs, and has the colours

more blended, the white parts approaching to duilcy, and the

black not fo deep a hue, and alfo wants the white on the

forehead, fo confpicuous in the male ; both fexes vary in their

markings, as is very frequently the cafe with pied birds.

This



This.fpecles is very local ; is found in Yorkfliire, Lanca-

fhire, and Derby lli Ire ; we have alfo met with it at Enfield

in Middlefex, and at Peckham in Surrey ; in the laft-men-

tioned place 'we had an opportunity of becoming acquainted

with its manners, in the fummer of 1812. We did not notice

it till the young were about five or fix days old ; the neft was

formed in a hole in an old willow pollard, at about feven feet

from the ground ; it v/as compofed of a few hairs, fome dry

grafs, and fibres
;

they were feven young ones, and their

appetites were fo infatiate, that the parent birds were on wing

during the greateft part of the day feeking food, which confifts

entirely of infeds ; as foon as either had caught an infe6l, it

flew to the tree and uttered a fiirill fqueak, when the young

immediately opened their mouths, and the morfel feeijied

indifcriminately given to the neareH: one : we noticed them

for many hours, and on the average, each of the parents re-

turned to the neft about twelve times in five minutes.

The young were able to leave the neft in about two weeks

after our firft acquaintance with them ; at firft they perched

on fome (lender twigs, projecting immediately from the fide

of the hole where they were neftled, and attempted to catch

any infect that palTed them, but without leaving the branch,

the old birds ftill continuing to feed them ; in a (hort time

they ventured to fpring up from the bough at any pafting

infect, and returned immediately to the fame fpot again, and

if the effort was fuccefsful they inftantly flirted up their tail.

When they had left the neft about two weeks, they ventured

on wing, and it was particularly amufing to obferve their firft

attempts at taking their prey ; at a few yards from the tree

was



was the wall of a houfe, which had been whitened ; as foon as

they perceived a fly to fettle on the wall, they darted with

aftonifhing rapidity at k, and moft generally were fuccefsful,

when they returned with it to their old ftation. If difap-

pointed in their aim, they flew to the ground, and did not

go to the branch again till they had retrieved their lofs ;
they

continued to frequent the fame fpot till the third week in

September, fince which we have not feen them.

In the fame tree, the wryneck and the fpotted fly-catcher

alfo bred, and at the bottom of the flump, which is on the

fide of a pond, was the nefl: of the yellow wagtail.

We never noticed any other kind of note than the one

before named; its general habits and manners correfpond

very nearly with thofe of the whin-chat and fl:one-chat.

We are unacquainted with its eggs.

Provincial name Goldfinch.
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MO TAG ILL A VULGARI S,

COMMON JVA G r A I L,

Generic Character.

Bill flender, very foft, and flightly notched near the end.

Tongue fringed at the tip.

Legs flender.

Toes three forward, one behind, the centre one con«
nefted to the outer one as far as the firft joint; the

hind toe and claw long.

Tail very long.

Synonyms.

MOTACII^LA VULGARIS. W. CuvHs^ Mfs.
MoTAciLLA ALBA. Lin, Syjl, 1. j>, 331. 11. Lath.

Ind, Orn. 2, p, 501. 1. .

White Wagtail. Br. ZooL 1. 142. iak 55. Ib.fol.

104. Lath, Syn. 4. p, 395. i,

Ib.fupt. p, 178. Mont, Orn. DiST.

Bewick's Br, Birds, Ft. 1. p, 203.
Collared Wagtail. Latk Syn. 4. p, 396,

Jl HE Common Wagtail is in length about feven

inches and a half, and in breadth ten inches and a half, and
it weighs about three-quarters of an ounce ; this bird is too

well known to require further defcription. The colours are

difpofed alike in both fexes, thofe of the female are confiderably

duller, and the tail of the latter is not fo long by near an inch.

In

I



In winter they lofe the black on the throat and chin,

which at that feafon become white, and in this ftate have been

confidered as a variety ; but it is a change that conftantly

takes place at that period of the year, and they regain their

former plumage early in the fpring."

Its neft is compofed of mofs and dry fibres, interwoven

with wool, and lined with hair and feathers ;
they lay four

or five white eggs, fpotted with various tints of brown

;

they very nearly referable in colour thofe of the cuckoo,

which frequently depofits her egg in the neft of this bird ;

they are very attentive to their young, and ufe many little

arts to divert attention from the neft, they are very bold in

its defence, and attack the cuckoo, and endeavour to drive her

from it ;
though they do not feem to difcover the addition in

the neft made by this bird, yet they will induftrioufly remove

any fmall fubftance that may have been put into the neft ;
they

ufually build on the ground among ftones, alfo in holes in

banks and trees, and we found one this feafon (i8ii) in the

aperture above the handle of a pump that was out of ufe, in

a gravel-pit between Camberwell and Brixton.

The Wagtail is a lively adive bird, and is very plentiful

throughout this country ; it makes partial migrations from the

interior to the coaft, as the weather becomes fevere, but we

believe never quits this kingdom ; its ufual haunts are fhallow

pools or ftreams, where it meets with abundance of infeds,

which it takes in the manner of the fly-catcher, by jumping

at them as they pafs over ; it wades in fliallow parts, and

is very induftrious in the fearch after thofe fpecies of infers

that run on the furface of the water ; it alfo frequents new

ploughed land, flicep-folds, and cattle-pens, where the infeas

arc



are continually roufed by the motions of thofe animals ;

its flight is remarkably undulating, and is confiderably ac~

celeraied by the continued jerkins of its tail j it makes but

{hon flights at one time.

During the breeding feafon it has a very pretty note, by

which its retreat is difcovered ; it is one of thofe birds which

purfue the hawk tribe, and on the appearance of which it

gives the alaron by loud and repeated fcreams. It is in the

habit of rolling in the duft, immediately after which it goes

into the water, and in a few minutes comes out very clean

;

it is infefled by an infed fimilar to that which attacks the

fwallow, and we have no doubt but its rolling in the duft and

wafhing, affifts in removing it ; in difleaing a Wagtail lately,

one of thefe infeds crawled on the hand, to which it adhered

fo firmly, that we were under the neceflity of ufing the point

of the knife to remove iu









MORTACILLA FLAVA.
YELLOW WAGTAlL.^

Generic Character. See Mortacilla vulgaris.

Synonyms,

Mortacilla Flava, Lin. Syst. 1. p. S3. 12. Ind.

0)71 2. p. 504. 8.

Yellow Wagtail. Br. Zool. 1. MS. Ih.foL 105.

Arct. Zool. 2. p. 396. tab, F. Lath. Sj/n.

4. p. 400. 6. lb. Supt. p. 179. Mont.

Orn. Diet. Vol 2. Bewick's Br. Birds,

Ft. I. p. 206.

JL HIS delicate lively bird is seven inches in length, nine

and a half in breadth, and weighs about ten drams. Bill

,

sharp-pointed, having a notch in the upper mandible near

the tip ; irides dark hazel
;

legs and claws slender, the

bind claw nearly straight, about twice the length of the

others. The colours of both sexes are disposed alike, but

those of the female are less lively than in the male.

In elegance of shape, delicacy of colour, and liveliness

of manners, this bird is rarely surpassed ; it is the most

common of the genus in many parts of this country, and is

readily distinguished from the other species by its flight,

which is not so undulated as the Common or White,

and



and much quicker than the Grey Wagtail, with which

species this is frequently confounded ; the note of the

Yellow is not so shrill nor drawn out to such a length as

those of the other species.

The Yellow Wagtail arrives in tliis country from the

14th of March to the 1st of April, and it quits about the

latter-end of September or beginning of October, and retire

southwards ; but it is said to remain throughout the year in

some parts of France, and also in the Sicilies. It nestles

usually on the ground; the nest is composed of dried stalks,

grass, and horse-hair; it lays four or five pale-brown eggs,

splashed with dusky; the young at first have scarcely any

appearance of yellow, except under the throat. They are

very tenacious of the nest, and will hover round the

vicinity of it for a great length of time, rather than

discover their retreat to an observer ; we have seen the

female, with a worm in her bill for more than an hour,

flying with the greatest anxiety over the heads of some

mowers who were at work near the nest, nor did she

attempt to venture to it, till after they had quitted the field.

It usually affects drier situations than the other species,

frequenting commons, pastures, and corn fields ; it feeds

on worms and insects, and may often be seen running

round cattle whilst feeding, and will often seize a fly

from off the nose of a cow or horse ; in cold damp weather

numbers of them resort to pastures in quest of worms,

which are at that time roused by the trampling of the

cattle ; their more common food (insects) at such times

being but scantily to be met with,

1

f
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SYLVIA RUBECULA.
REBREAST.

Generic Character. See Sylvia luscinia.

Synonyms.
Sylvia Rubecula. Ind, Orn. 520.

MoTAciLLA Rubecula. Lin. Si/st. 1. p. 337. 45.

Redbreast. Br.ZooL 147. Ib.foL 100. tab. S.Jig. 2.

Lath Si/n, 4. p. 443. 38. Mont. Orn.
Did. Bewick's Br. Birds, Pt. 1. p, 216.

Egg. Ovarium, Brit. Ft. 1.—

-

A HIS species is in length five inches and a half, and

in breadth eight inches and a half, and it weighs about ten

drams; the Redbreast is too common to require further

description. Both sexes are alike in colour.

The Redbreast builds early in April, and forms its

nest usually in the hollow of an old tree, generally near the

ground, it will sometimes build in an out-house or in a mossy

bank
;

the nest is composed of moss, small dry stalks and ^

leaves, and lined with hair
;
they lay from six to eight eggs, of

an opaque whitish brown colour spotted with light and dark

brown, the largest spots are of the deepest colour ; the young

for the first two or three months are spotted, and may readily

pass for some other species
; they do not attain their full

plumage till after the first moult.

At the approach of winter these birds forsake the woods,

as they no longer contain a supply of insects, they then

repair to our habitations, picking up such insects as the

garden alFords ; as the weather becomes more severe, they,

by their actions, seem to implore our further protection

;

they advance at first with great caution, to pick such crumbs

as



as may have fallen on the floor, but they soon throw off

this reserve, and what at first they obtain by permission,

they presently seem to claim as their right
;
they in short

soon become troublesome, and are scarcely to be frightened

away; should by chance two find their way into the same

room, they immediately begin fighting
;

they are at all

times of a jealous quarrelsome disposition, which often-

times occasions their captivity. Persons in the practice

of catching these birds, place one in a cage, the outside of

which is besmeared with birdlime, and fix the cage in a

situation likely to be seen by the wild birds ; as soon as the

prisoner hears the note of another bird, it begins to chirp,

and the wild Robins immediately repair to the spot and fly

on the cage eager for a contest, the confined one instigated

by the same passion, flies to the side of the cage, and does

all in its power to injure its adversary, who presently be-

comes fatigued, owing to its wings being clogged with the

birdlime ; the person engaged in the pursuit, soon puts an

end to the contest, by taking away the bird now rendered

incapable of flying, and the one in confinement is again

ready for action.

In the autumn they keep close at the heels of the

gardener, examining the earth as it is turned over with

scrutinizing eye, for the lava of small insects or worms

;

we have repeatedly observed them alight on the shoulder of

a person engaged in a garden, they will also come on

being called ; these habits have in most countries given it

familiar names, "about Bornholm it is called Tommi

Liden ; in Norway, Peter Ronsinad ; in Germany, Thomas

Geirdner ^ and with us Robin Redbreast or Ruddock."







SYLVIA RUBICOLA.
STONE-CHAT.

Generic Character. See Silvia luscinia.

Synonyms.

Sylvia Rubicola. Ind. Orn. 2. p. 523. 49.

MoTAciLLA Rubicola. Lin. Si/st. l,p. 332. 17.

Stone Chat. Br. ZooL 1. 159. Ib.fol 103. tab. S.

2. Jig. 5, 6. Lath. St/u. 4. p. 448. 46.

Mont. Orn. Diet. Vol. 2. Bewick's Br.

Birds, Pt. 1. p. 240.

Egg. Ovarium. Brit. Pt. 1.

TThE weight of this species is about half an ounce,

breadth eight inches, length nearly five ; bill broad at the

base, point sharp, slightly notched near the tip ; irides dark

;

the first four quill feathers terminate in points, the others

are nearly square at the tips. In the female, the head is of

the same colour as the back ; she has no white on the rump,

but in other respects corresponds in colour with the male.

The Stone-Chat is to be met with in most parts of

this country, frequenting commons and places abounding

with furze, in such situations it breeds; its nest is com-

posed of moss and bents, sparingly lined with hair

and feathers ; it lays five or six blue eggs, faintly spotted

at the larger end; the nest is generally placed on the

ground, at the bottom of a furze bush ; it is very attentive

to its young, and is particularly tenacious of the nest.

This



This species is one of our earliest breeders, frequently

laying the first week in April, at which time its note is

very lively, though not of any length; it ceases to sing

after the first week in June ; its song is generally uttered

when on wing, and mostly while in the act of descending.

Its principal food is worpis and insects, the latter it seizes

in the manner of the fly-catchers, by springing at them as

they liy over it, and then returns to the same spot to wait

the appearance of some other. It hops and also runs on the

ground in the manner of the Lark.

Its provincial names are Blackey-Top, Stone-Smithy

Moor-Titling, Black-Cap, and Stone-Smich.







, • CAPRIMULGUS EUl^OP^;US.
*

EUROPEAN' GOATSUCKER.

Generic Character.

Bill fhort, hooked at the end ; gape very wide, extending

beyond the eyes'; upper mandible furnifhed with a

row of ftifF briftles along the edges.

Tongue pointed, entire.

Legs fhort and fcaly.

Toes conneded by a membrane as far as the firft joint,

middle claw ferrated.

Tail compofed of ten feathers.

Synonyms.

Caprimulgus Europ^us. Lin, Syft, i, -p, 346. 1.

Ind, Orn, 2. ^. 584. 5. JV. Curtis ^

Mfs.

Nocturnal Goatsucker. Br, ZooL 2. ij^. tal', ^g,

Ib.foL 97. tah. R, 1.

European Goatsucker. Ar^, ZooL 2. p, 437. A.

Hi/I, Selhorne, p, 62. 94. Laih, Syn.

4./>. 593. 5. Ib,fupt.p,ig^. Mont.

Orn.Di^.VoLi^ Bewick's Br, Birds^

' Ft. 1. p. 265.

jLj ENGTH exceeding ten inches ; breath nearly eighteen
;

weight about three ounces. Bill fmall and weak ; mouth

large ; irides large and dark ; legs fcaly, fhort, feathered be»

low the knees ; the inner ^edge of the centre claw curioufly

' ferrated.



ferratcd. The general colour of the female Is like the itiale,

but the male has an oval white fpot on the two outfide tail

feathers.

The Goatfucker arrives In this country early in May,

and remains through the fummer^ leaving us towards the end

of September or beginning of October ; it lays on the ground

without any appearance of neft, two oblong-oval eggs (larger

than thofe of a blackbird) moft beautifully varied with light

and dark brown, interfperfed with afh colour, not greatly un-

like the elegant markings of the bird ; the eggs are frequently

placed on a decayed plant of fern. While incubating, the

male is very attentive to his mate, bringing her infeds and

keeping watch in cafe of danger ; but we never obferved k

take to the eggs during the abfence of the female.

During the day, It reforts to low woods and coppices,

where it remains till the dufk of evening, when it goes in

queft of food, which confift of beetles, moths, and other

infe6ls, particularly the chaffer, thefe it does not fwallow

immediately, but after it has colle6led a quantity in its

mouth it retires to devour them, firft difgorging and then

fwallowing them fingly. Whilft flying it utters a flirill

fqueak, and often ftrikes its wings together, which make a

fmart fnapping noife ; this is ufually made when alarmed ;

in perching it does not place itfelf acrofs a branch, but refts

its whole body along the tree, which makes it very difEcult to

find, where It utters a loud noife, refembling the briik turn*-

ing of a fpinning-whcel ; if roufed in the day-time It flies badly

and frequently fluns itfelf againft trees, but in the evening and

in moonlight nights it fports on wing in the fame manner and

with



with almoft as mucli agility as the fwallow. Sometimes, when

flying with great fwiftnefs, they will clofe their wings and

drop to the ground in an inflant ; we have repeatedly attempted

to furprife them in this flate, but, in general, they are too

quick ; we rather fuppofe they defcend in this manner to

feize fome infe6l, which their fuperior power of fight enables

them to perceive, though at a diftance.

This fpecies is very abundant on Sydenham-Common and

the wood in its vicinity, we have feen a dozen or more to-

gether flying about like fwallows
;
they are met with alfo in

the neighbourhoods of Hornfey, Coome-Wood, Enfield-

Chace, and feveral other places within a few miles of London
;

it is difperfed all over the kingdom.

The intelligent author of the Hiftory of Selborne, when

fpeaking of the agility of this bird, fays : " A Fern Owl,

this evening (Auguft 27) fhowed off in a very unufual and

entertaining manner, by hawking round and round the cir-

cumference of my great fpreading oak for twenty times fol-

lowing, keeping moftly clofe to the grafs, but occafionally

glancing up amidft the boughs of the tree. This amufing

bird was then inpurfuit of a brood of fome particular plicilsena

belonging to the oak, of which there are feveral forts, and

exhibiting on the occafion a command of wing fuperior I

think to that of the fwallow itfelf.

" When a perfon approaches the haunts of fern owls in an

evening, they continue flying round the head of the obtruder ;

and by ftriking their wings together above their backs, in the

manner that the pigeons called fmiters are known to do, make

a fmart



3 fmart fnap
;
perhaps at that time they are jealous of their

young ; and their noife and geftures are intended by way of

menace."

Our figure was executed for the ktc W. Curtis. .

Its provincial names, Night-Hawk, Dorr-Hawk, Ferri-

Owl, Churn-Owl, Goat-Owl, Wheel -Bird, Night-Jarr^

and Night-Swallow*







COLUMBA PALUMBUS.

RING-DOVE.

Generic Character,

Bill weak and (lender.

Noflrils placed in a foft protuberance that covers the

bafe of the bill.

Tongue entire.

Toes " divided to their oridn,"

Synonyms.

CoLUMBA Palumbus. Lin S)jl. 1, p. 282. 19. Ind,

Orn. 2. p. 601. 32. Curtiis M/s^

RiNG-PiGEON. £r, ZooJ, 1. 102. lb. fol. 89. tab, O.

Ar5i, Zool. 2, p. 329. tab B, Lath.

Syn. 4. p. 635. 29. Ib.fupt, p. 198.

RiNG-DovE. Mont. Orn. Bi^, Vol 1. Bewick's Br.

Birds^ Pi. i.p. 272."

r"|j

JL H 1 S fpecies is about eighteen inches in length, in breadth

twenty-nine, and its ufual weight is nearly twenty ounces.

Bill very foft ; irides yellow
; legs feathered below the knee

;

the female is rather lefs, but correfponds in colour with the

male.

The Wood -Pigeon (as it is ufually called) begins its neft

early in the fpring ; it is loofely formed of fmall flicks, and

is of fuch a flimfy texture, that the eggs may generally be feen

through



through it ;
it lays only two eggs, which are white, of an

exa6l oval form, and conftantly produce a male and female
;

the young are attended to by the parents till able to provide

for themfelves, ,

Thefe birds are very injurious to the farmer, as they devour

an amazing quantity of feed and pulfe ; of the latter they are

fo particularly fond, that a common mode of taking them is

by fteeping a quantity of tares in fome intoxicating mixture,

which they greedily devour, and foon become ftupified ; in this

ftate great numbers are frequently caught for the fupply qf

our markets. They alfo feed on beech-maft, acorns, ivy-

berries, the leaves of turnips, and clover.

Ring- Doves are common in mofl parts of this country, in

winter they aflbciate in very large flocks
;
they are generally

fuppofed to migrate, but as we meet with them at all feafons

of the year, it is very doubtful whether they make more than

partial migrations from one part of this country to the other.

During winter they refort to woods, and rooft on the higheft

trees. Frequent endeavours have been made to domefticatc

this fpecies, but without efFe(3:.

Our figure was executed for the late W. Curtis.

Its provincial names are Wood-Pigeon, Wood-Cover,

Wood-Cufhet, Cufhat, Queft, and Culver.
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TETRAO UROGALLU S.

WOOD GROUS.

• Generic Character.

Bill convex, fhort, and very ftrong.

Skin over the eyes bare.

Noftrils covered with feathers.

Tongue entire, pointed.

Legs feathered.

Claws concave.

Synonyi^s,

Tetrao urogallus. Lin, Syft. i. p. 273. ! Ind,

Orn, 2. p, 634. 1.

Cock of the Wood or Mountain, Alhins Birds,

%, tab, 29, 30.

Wood or Great Grous. Br, Zool, x, 92, tab, 40.

41. Ib.foL M. M. Ar5i, ZooL 2. p.

312. A, Ib,fupt. />, 62. hath, Syn.

4./?. 729. 1. Mont, Orn. Di^. Vol,

1. Bewick's Br, Birds^ Pt. 1. 294.

I III iiiiiiy^i^ '

In fize this fpecies exceeds all our native land birds except-

ing the buftard ; it varies very confiderably in weight and fize ;

the one from which our figure was executed, is the largefl

fpecimen we remember to have feen j it meafures three feet

one



one inch and a half in length, fcvcn feet five inches in

breadth, and weighed fifteen pounds two ounces and a half

;

its weight is ufually from nine to twelve pounds, and th©

length but feldom exceeds two feet eight to ten inches.

Bill nearly three inches long, very ftrong, the upper mandible,

proje^ing, and hooked as in birds of prey ; irides yellowifh
;

ikln over the eye bare, of a brilliant fcarlet colour, which

after the breeding feafon changes to dull purple ; feathers on

the chin and throat long and ruffed ; tail compofed of eighteen

feathers, much rounded at the extremity
;
legs ftrong, covered

with hair-like feathers to the toes, the edges of which are very

ftrongly pe£linated ; claws fhort and blunt. A figure of the

female will appear in a future number.

This fpecies is nearly extin6^ in Great-Britain ; two inftances

of its being^ killed in Scotland within thefe few years, are the

only fatisfa<5lory accounts we have received of its being recently^

found in thefe kingdoms. One was killed by a gentleman (of

the name of Hen1>erson) near Fort-William, about fix years

ago, and fent to Dundee ; but the veflel that conveyed it to

London, was detained fo long on the paflage, that the bird

became fo putrid that only the head and legs could be preferved.

The other fpeelmen was fliot by Captain Stanton, near

Burrowftone-Nefs, two winters ago
;
they were both males ;

fome few are faid to be yet remaining in the pine forefts of

Scotland, and alfo in the mountainous parts of Ireland.

The Wood Grous is principally confined to extenfive traa^

of pine wood, in the north of Europe ; it is alfo met with in

Italy and on the Alps ; it feeds on the feeds and young leavec

of



/

of fir, which give its flefh, very frequently, fo ftrong a taftc,

as to render it unfit for the table.

Dr. Latham mentions " that he is well informed, the

neft of one found in Scotland, was placed on a Scotch fir

the female generally choofes a retired fpot, and lays from eight

to fixteen white eggs, fpotted with yellow, on the ground

among the grafs, and is faid to cover the eggs with leaves

during her abfence from the neft \ the young run as foon as

hatched.

The males and females live feparate, except from the

beginning of February, when the male, morning and evening,

mounts on the ftump of fome old pine, with his tail fpread

and quills lowered to the feet, the neck protruded, and the

head feathers ruffled. It makes a noife not unlike the whetting

of a fcythe, and repeats it alternately, and fo loud, as to be

heard a great way off, at the fame time putting itfelf into

ftrange attitudes. This is a call for his feraglio of females,

who attend the fummons ; and this he continues to the end

of March or beginning of April."

Our figure was executed from an uncommon fine fpecimen

in the colledioa of Mr. Leadbeater, Brewer- Street,

Golden-Square.

Its provincial names are Cock of the Wood, Mountaifi-

Cock, Capercalze, Caperkally, or Capercaiie,









ARDE A STELLARIS
BITTERN.

Generic Character. aS'^^' Ardea Major,

Synonyms.

ArDEA STELLARIS. Liu. Sjfi, 239. 21.

Bittern. Br, ZooL 2. 174. lb, foL jti. tah, j.

Ind, Orn. 2. 680. 18. Lath.Syn.

S' P* 57- ^7- f^pt^ p' 234.

M?;//. Or^. D/^'. Vol, 1. BewkM^

Br, Birds^ Ft, 2. 57.

y
[

I N

H E Bittern is in length about thirty inches, in breadth

nearly four feet, and it weighs from two pounds twelve

ounces to three pounds. Bill flattened on the fides the whole

length, it is very ftrong and fharp, the upper mandible curves

towards the point
;
gape extending beyond the eyes ; irides

yellow ; feathers on the hind-head, neck, and breaft, long

and loofe tail fhort, compofed of twelve feathers
; legs

and claws very ftrong, the hind claw being nearly two inches

long, the centre one is ferrated three fourths of its length on

the inner fide.

The female is fomewhat lefs, and the colours are not fo

bright, neither are the feathers on the neck and breaft fo long

or loofe as in the male.

The



The Bittem, though not numerous, is difperfed through

the whole of this country, its habits are very folitary, feldom

more than a pair frequent our moft extenfive marfhes ; this

may in feme degree be occafioned by the great quantity of

food it confumes ; in one difre6led in the courfe of the prefent

year, the inteftines were completely full, containing the

rc^mains of four eels, feveral water-newts, a fhort-tailed field

moufe, three frogs, two buds of the water-lily, and fome

other vegetable fubftances. It feems particularly attached to

its nerdng-place, and will return many years in fucceffion to

the fame place to breed.

This fpecies builds in low fwampy places, where there is

plenty of fhelter, fuch as high grafs, rufhes, and other rank

herbage ; the neft is compofed of a large quantity of long

coarfe green vegetables, and is lined with dry fedge and

leaves^ it lays four or five greenifh olive-coloured eggs ;
the

young are at firft covered with thick matted down, and are

affiduoufly attended to till able to provide for themfelves by

their parents, who alternately keep guard over the neft or go

in purfuit of the fiippery inhabitants of the fiagnant pool,

which are the principal food of the young ones ;
at this time

the whole attention of the old birds feems devoted to feed and

protea them ^ Ihould the neft be attacked by birds of prey,

they make defperate refiftance, flying up at their affailant,

and then throwing -themfelves on their back, oppofe the enemy

with their formidable bills and clav/s, and feldom fail of driving

their opponent from the neft: when full grown, they feed

on eels, fmall fifh, frogs, mice, moles, the fmaller fpecies of

reptiles ^ and on the failure of thefe, th^y greedily devour the

root&



roots and feeds of aquatic plants. While they have young

tliey feem quite devoid of fear, the fportfman nor his dog

^are not able to make them quit their charge, " but if wounded,

eye them with keen undaunted looks,'* and when clofely

prefled, defend themfelves with the greateft vigour to the laft

extremity, often infli6ling fevere v/ounds with their bill ;
they

aim particularly at the eyes, and if approached fufficiently

near without their being too much difabled, frequently make

the conqueft dearly purchafed.

As the whole of this tribe make the eye the principal obje£t

of aim when wounded, the following melancholy circumftance

may ferve to put perfons on their guard, while engaged in the

purfuit of any of this genus: in the month of January 1811,

a farmer's man, on going to work in the farm-yard, through

which ran a fm^all ftream, obferved a common Heron {landing

on the fide of the water-courfe, furprifed at the unufual tame-

nefs of the bird, which did not attempt to fly at his approach,

and, not thinking of the caufe that detained it, (there having

been a very fevere frofl that morning) he threw a large flick

at it, which (Iruck the legs immediately above the ice and broke

them fhort off : overjoyed at his eafy conqueft, he haftened to

take poffeiTion of his prize, the bird on his near approach drew

back its head, and when the man ftooped to take it up, darted

its bill quite through the eye, which it completely deftroyed ;

the man lingered in the moft excruciating torture but a few

days, and fell a vi6lim to his own imprudence.

In the fpring the Bittern may be difcovered by its note at a

great diftance, which it has erroneoufly been fuppofed to make

hv



by thru fling its bill into the cavity of a dry reed and blowing

therein ; the noife is however made when it is in an ere£l,

pofition, and feems to be caufed by the bird's blowing hard-

through its bill, which at that time is nearly clofed ; it is very

loud and not much unlike the noife occafioned by beating on

the head of an empty calk: Goldfmith happily defcribes

the haunts and noife of this bird, in his admirable poem>

"The Deferted Village:"

Along thy glades a folitary gueft.

The hollow-founding Bittern guards its neft.

During the breeding feafon, the male bird is faid to afcend

fpirally to a great height, when it utters a loud bleating noife ;

its notes or calls have been long noticed, and account for

fome of its curious provincial names, as Bog-Beater, Bog-

Bumper, Mirc-Drum, Butter-Bump, Bittour, Bumpy-Crofs^

and Bitter-Bum.

Our fpQcimen was fhot whilft flying over the river Cam
;

the nefl: was found near the fpot where the bird fell, which

contained four young birds and an addled egg.

/
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PLATALEA LEUCORODIA.
WHITE SPOON-BILL.

Generic Character.

«^ Bill long, broad, flat, and thin, the end widening into

a roundifti form, not unlike a fpoon.

Noftrils, fmall, placed near the bafe*

Tongue, fmall and pointed.

Feetj femipalmated." MonL Om, Diff^

Synonyms,
*

Platalea LEUCORODIA, Lt'n, Syjl, t.p. 231. 1. Ind.

Orn. 2. p, 667. 1.

Spoon-Biil. Alhin's Birds^ 2. iah, 66, Bewick's Br,

Bird9^ Ft. 2, ^. 38.

White Spoon-Bill. Br. Zool App. tab, 9. Ar^'L

ZooL 2. p, 441. A, Suppt. p. 66.

Lath Syn. 5. 13« i, Mont. Orn^

BIB. Vol 2.

-Length two feet eight inches, weight three pounds

and a half." Bill near feven inches long, thin and pliable,

furnifhed with a fmall nail ; the upper mandible has a

number of irregular protuberances on its furfacc ; irides

reddifh hazel ; feathers on the hind-head long, frequently

forming a creil ; lore and throat bare and black
;

legs long,

covered with a thick coarfe fcaly Ikin ; toes conne£led by a

membrane as far as the fecond joint of the outer and firft of

the inner toe. In our fpecimen which is a native one^ there

is a flight tinge of pale pink under the ihoulder»

This



This fpecics but rarely vifits England, only two inflanccs

of its being met with have come to our immediate knowledge,

thefe were feen by a friend of the author's in the neighbourhood

of Lewes, in Suffex, nearly twenty years ago. One of them

was fhot, which proved a male bird, and is now in a good ftatc

of prefervation.

A pair of Spcon-Bills were kept a few years ago by

E. J. A. Woodford, Efq. of Belmont-Houfe, Vauxhall

;

which were very tame and would feed from the hand ; their

food was worm?, flugs, the produce of a fifh-pond, and- hemp

feed ; the latter they dexteroufly fcooped from the furface of

the water.
. %

It flies high, and when on wing utters a noife fomewhat

refembling the cry of the Curlew, but much louder and

hoarfer ; it builds on trees, the nefl: is compofed of flicks in

the fame manner as that of the heron or crow ; the eggs are

faid to be four in number, of a white colour finely fprinkled

with red, fize about thofe of the common hen
;
during incu->

bation they are noify and reftlefs.
'

The fpecies is found in many parts of Europe, and in the

milder provinces of Afia, Africa, and America.







NUMENIUS ARQUATA,
COMMON-CURLEW.

Generic Character.

Bill long, curved.

Nostrils linear.

Tongue short, pointed.

Toes connected to the first joint by a strong mem-

brane.

Synonyms.

NuMENius Arquata. Lath. Ind. Orn, 710.

ScoLOPAx Arquata. Lin. S^st. I. p. 242.

Common Curlew, Br. Zool. 2. 176. tab. 63. Lath.

Si/n. 5. p. 119, Bewick's B7\ Birds,

Pt. 2. p. 63. Mont. Orn. Diet,

JL H I S bird varies much in size, having been found to

weigh from twenty to thirty ounces and upwards; usual

length about two feet ; bill from six to seven inches long,

regularly curved, in substance tender, flexible at the point,

which terminates abruptly; legs long, and bare of feathers

to half-way up the thigh • toes thick, flat on the under side,

each side of the claws is furnished with a narrow mem-

braneous edging. Colours of the female rather paler than

in the male.

The



The Curlew is a common bird, visiting our coasts in

numbers during the cold months, in the spring it retires to

thb extensive moors and lakes in the Northern part5 of the

kingdom to breed. The female does not make any nest,

but lays her eggs (four in number) on a tuft of rushes or

dry grass ;
they ard of a pale greenish olive colour, marked

with brown spots, most numerous at the large end. The

young ones begin to use their legs as soon as hatched, but

do not fly till after their first moulting.

There is considerable diversity of opinion in regard to

the quality of the flesh of this bird, some authors assert it

to be of exquisite flavour, others quite the reverse ; this

may be accounted for, by the different kinds of food the

bird lives on ; those taken inland are of a very fine flavour,

whilst those on the sea shore are rank and fishy.

In the Island of Jersey, it is an usual diversion to shoot

these birds by moon-light on the sands, their time of feed-

ing being principally at night ; it is not a little remarkable,

that the birds taken on that coast, have not the same offen-

sive taste as those which are found on our shores.

The Curlew is of a wild and shy nature, and is by no

means easy of approach ; but in captivity it soon looses

its natural timidity, and maybe kept like the Lapwing, in

gardens, where it readily devours snails, worms, and slugs ;

they are frequently brought alive to the London markets by

fishermen.
1







SCOLOPAX RUSTICOLA.

tVOODCOCK,

Generic Character*

Bill ftraight, long, and (lender, the upper mandible ex-

tending fonmewhat beyond the lower.

Noftrils linear, placed in a furrow.

Tongue pointed.

Toes in fonie fpecies divided to their bafe, in others

they are conneded nearly as far as the fir ft joint.

Hind toe fmall.

Synonyms.

ScoLOPAx RUSTICOLA. Lift. Syjl. 1, p, 2^^. 6. Ind,

Orn. 2. 713, 1.

Woodcock. Br. ZooL 2. 178. tab, 65. Ih.foL iig.

Lath. Syn, 5. p, 129. 1. Mont. Orn,

1)151. Vol. 2. Bewick's Br. Birds^ Pt. 2.

p. 68.

JL H E Woodcock is about fifteen inches in length,

twenty-feven in breadth, and weighs from twelve to fixteen

ounces ; bill three niches long, the upper mandible furrowed

nearly its whole length, terminating in a fmall knob
; eyes

large, fituated near the top of the head
;

legs fhort; tail

formed of twelve feathers, the two centre ones rather the

longeft. The colours of the female are generally duller.

This



This rpecies varies much In colour and fize ; our figure

reprefents the ufual colour, but they are found much deeper,

as well as paler coloured, and fometimes quite white ; it ge-

nerally appears in this country the latter end of September or

bes;inning of Odober, but'is not ufually met vv^ith in abundance

till towards the end of November ; w^e noticed three expofed

for fale in Leadenhall-Market during the firfl week of the

prefent month, O6lober.

The Woodcock but rarely breeds with us, though now and;

then fuch an inftance occurs. Mr. Bullock has in his col-

le6lion a young one taken in Suffolk ; there were two birds

in the neft, but one efcaped ; the young are covered with a

thick down or fur, which round the neck is very long and

pendant ; at firft fight the young bird has much the appear-

ance of a Bittern in minature, as its bill is long in proportion

to its fize. The Woodcock lays four eggs of a grey colour,

marked with afh coloured and brown fpots ; thofe we have

examined from the fame neft are very different in their

markings, in fome the fpots are fo confluent, that they

fhould rather be faid to be blotched whh dulky white ; the

neft is ufually placed in a thick coppice, immediately op-

pofite fome little break, its form and texture is very loofe,

it is compofed of dry grafs and fibres, with a few decayed

leaves placed at the bottom ; the young run as foon as ex-

cluded, but the parents continue their attention till they are,

quite able to provide for themfelves.

On its firft arrival, this bird remains on the coafl: for a day

ortv/o to recruit its ftrength, and then returns to its favourite

haunts of the preceding year ^ when firft roufed its flight is

fome-



fomewhat heavy, but on being again difturbed it flies with

great rapidity to a fliort diftance, making conftantly for

the firft break, where it drops, and then runs. Owing to

the fimilarity of colour, this bird is not readily difcovered

among the dead leaves and fern at the fall of the year ; in very

fevere weather, when moft of the little pools are frozen, it

becomes much tamer than at other times ; at this feafon it

frequently quits the interior of the country, and retires to the

woody trails in the weft of England ; its food is principally

worms and fmall aquatic infe£ls, for the fearch of which its

bill is moft admirably adapted, the knob at the tip being fur-

niflied with a number of very minute glands fufceptible of the

fineft feeling.

Theflefti of theWoodcock being highly efteemed, it is fought

after by the fportfman with the moft perfevering induftry ;

they begin to leave this country about'the latter end of March,

and from that time till the middle of April, they approach the

coafts, and wait the firft fair wind to quit their winter refi-

dences ; this fpecies is widely difperfed through the whole

European continent. They are faid to breed in the woods

and forefts of the northern provinces ; at the decline of the

year they difperfe themfelves over the other parts of Europe
;

their migrations are ufually performed during the night, in

fmall flocks of from four to fix, moft probably confifting of

the parent birds and brood.
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TRINGA VANELLUS.
LAPWING.

Generic Character. See Tringa pugnax.

Synonyms.

Tringa Vanellus. Un. Syji, i. p. 248. 2.

Lapwing or Bastard Plover. Br, Zool, 2. 190*

Ih.foL 122. tah, C* fig, 1. Lath, Syn, 5. p,

161. 2. Mont, Orn.^Bi^* Bewick's Bn
Birdsy Ft, u p. 318.

Th I S fpecies is in length about twelve inches, and in

breadth near thirty inches, and weighs eight or nine ounces ;

bill about an inch long, the upper mandible is quite flat on the

upper furface ; feathers on the hind part of the head, from

three to four inches long, forming a creft which inclines up-

wards at the tip, thefe feathers are remarkably narrow ; irides

dark hazel
; legs flender ; hind tO€ very fmall ; the down on

mod parts of the body is quite black. The female differs but

flightly from the male, the colours arc fomewhat duller, and

the creft is fhorter by one-third. In both fexes the feathers

on the body are double.

The Lapwing is very common in moft parts of the king-

dom, where it readily makes itfelf known by its cry, which

much refembles the word pee-wit, and by which name it is

moft generally known ^ it is a fprightly a6live bird, and is

almoft

II "Ifmi



almoll continually in motion, fometimes fporting and bafking

in the fun in moift fields or heaths, or forming continued

circles in the air. In autumn they aifemble in confiderable

numbers on marfhy heaths or commons, and feed on earth-

worms and infects
;
they are of a reftlefs difpofition, and fel-

dom ftay long at one place;, they will frequently leave the

interior of the country, and feek the fea-fhore ; when they

have been on the coafts for a week or two, their flefh has a

very unpleafant bitter flavour, at other times they are gene-

rally efteem.ed ; their eggs are confidered as a great delicacy,

?ind in our London markets fell for three fhillings a dozen.

It does not make a neft, but depofits its eggs (four in num-

ber) on a tuft of dry grafs ; the eggs are of a dark olive colour^

fpotted with black or very dark brown ; its attention to

its young has often attracted obfervation, and it ufes ftratagem

(as already noticed in the partridge) to induce any intruder to

leave the vicinity of the eggs or young ; when difturbed it rifes

but a little above the head of the intruding party, and continues

fluttering and fcreaming in a lone of diftrefs.

The young are at firft covered with a dark down, mixed

with long white hair
;

they run almoft as foon as hatched,

following the parents in fearch of food ; they do not attain

their full plumage till towards the end of July, nor the ufe of

their wings until the fall of the year, which makes them an

eafy prey to the bald buzzard, which may moft generally

be feen hovering near their place of refort.







HyEMATOPUS OSTRALEGUS.

PIED OrSTER-<:ATCH E R,

Generic Character,

Bill long, compreffed, channelled.

Noftrils linear.

Tongue triangular, one-third the length of the bill.

Toes three, the outer conne8:ed to the middle one as

far as the firft joint, by a membrane^ which com-

pletely edges the toes/

HiEMATOPUS OSTRALEGUS. Lh. S^Jl. 1. p. 257.

Sea Pie or Pied Oyster-Catcher. Br. Zool. 2.

213. tah 74. Laib. Syn. 5. p. 219. iah, 84.

Mont. Orn. Di^.

Oyster-Catcher^ Bewick's Br, Birds, Ft. 2. p. 23.

TThE Oyster-Catcher is in length feventeen inches,

breadth two feet fix inches, it weighs from fixteen to twenty-

two ounces ; bill (Iraight, about three inches long, channelled

the whole length, point obtufe
;

thighs bare of feathers to

midway above the knees ; the toes have a narrow membraneous

edging, which is finely ferrated, and continues rather more

than half an inch up the inner fide of the legs.

The principal food of this bird is oyfters and limpets, which

it readily detaches from the rocks with its bill ; it will wait

by the fide of an oyder for a long time, watching its opening,

and the inflant the Ihells are obferved to feparate, it thrufls in

its



Its bill, and makes a meal of the contents : the young ones

are eafily tamed, and may be brought up with domeftic poultry ;

they are very ufeful in a garden, as they deftroy all kinds of

worms, flugs, caterpillars, and fnails, the fhell of the latter they

perforate at one ftroke with their bill, and extra£l the animal

in an inftant. Their fiefh is exceedingly rank and ofFenfive to the

fmell, it is covered with a thick coat of fat immediately under

the {kin
;
they are very common in our London markets ; we

prefume they are brought there more as articles of curiofity

than food, the flefh being fo remarkably rancid and bitter, we

conceive it hardly pofTible that any thing fliort of neceffity

could induce any one to eat it.

Thefe birds are conftant inhabitants of the fea-fhore, in the

winter they may be feen in fmall flocks, and are then very

fhy, they are feldom obferved in pairs except in the breeding,

feafon ; the female lays four or five eggs of a greenifh colourj^

fpotted with black, in an open dry fituation, generally behind

a tuft or ftone, fomewhat above high-water mark ; fhe leaves

the eggs entirely during the day, but is careful to fit on them

clofely at night ; the young run about almoft as foon as hatched.

They prefer wading in fhallow places out of the ftream, but

jfhould they be overtaken by the current and get into deep

water, they do not attempt to fwim, but will float therein for

a confiderable time, amufing themfelves during their voyage,

by feeding on any kind of fea-weed that may come within

their reach. Like moft pied birds, they are not conftantiy

marked alike, in fome the wings are nearly white, in others

black, and in one inftance, we have feen the bird with fcarcelv

a white feather about it.
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CHARADRIUS GEDICNEMUS*

NORFOLK PLOVER.

Generic Character. See Charadrius pluvialis.

Synonyms.

Charadrius CEdicnemus. Lin. Syfl, i, p. 255. 10.

Otis CEdicnemus. Ind, Om, 2. p, 66i* 11.

Thick-Kneed Bustard. Br. Zool, 1. 100. lb, foL

127. Lath,Sy7u ^.p.Zo^. 1. White's

Hiji* Selbourn^ p. 43. to 88. Mont^

Om. Di^. Vol. 1.

Stone Curlew. Albinos Birds^ 1 . tab. 69.

Great Plover. Bewick's Br. Birds^ P/. i./>. 316.

IjENGTH eighteen inches, weight from fixteen to twenty

ounces : bill one inch and a half long ; irides very large,

which, with the orbits, are light yellow
;

legs long ; toes

ihort, the outer conneded by a membrane to the middle one

as far as the firll joint ; tail compofed of twelve rounded fea-

thers. Colours of the fexes alike.

This bird Is generally placed by modern authors with the

Buflard family, from which it differs in not having the jugular

pouch peculiar to the males of that genus, and alfo in the

down, which in the fpecimens we have examined, of the

fpecies found occafionally in this country and fome foreign

ones, is of a pale pink colour ; in this it is dark ^ it further

differs



differs in the number of eggs, which are faid to be only two^

but in two fpecimens we examined in the fpring of the prefent

year, we found in each a confiderable number, five of which

were in a ftate to be laid in as many fucceflive days ; one of

the eggs was quite perfe6l, and would moft probably have

been laid the day it was killed ; the colour of the egg was

greenifh white, blotched and fpotted with obfcure green marks.

It does not make any neft, but depofits its eggs on the bare

ground, frequently in marfliy places, and is faid not to fit on

them in the day-time, till within a few days of their being

hatched ;
they run as foon as excluded ; the parent birds are

very tenacious of them, and pra<Stife the fame kind of artifices

to miflead, that are fo generally adopted by the plover and

fand-piper families.

The principal food of this bird is worms, llugs, fnails, and

infe6ls, alfo the tops of green wheat and turnip leaves ; we

have alfo found in it entire heads of clover ; it afFeds open

fituations, particularly ftony hills and large commons in the

Ticinity of cultivated land ; its note is a loud whiftle, which

it repeats three or four times, and heightens the note each

time. It] arrives here in the month of April and quits in

0£lober.

Provincial names Stone or Land Curlew and Thick-Kneed

Buftard.
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PODICEPS MINOIl.
LITTLE GREBE.

Generic Character. See Podiceps cristatus.

Synonyms.

Podiceps Minor Ind. Orn. 2. p. 784. 9,

CoLFMBUs Minor. Lin. Syst. ]. p. 591. 20.

Little Grebe. Br. Zool. 8vo. ed. v. 2. p. 137.

Lath. Syn» 5. p. 289. 10. Mont,

Orn. Diet. Bewick's Br, Birds, Pt,

2. p. 144,

HIS species is in length from eight to ten inches, in

breadth nearly sixteen inches, and weighs five to seven

ounces; bill slender; irides reddish; toes fringed with a

beautiful semi-transparent edging. Colours nearly alike in

both sexes, varying with age.

A bird resembling, in size, the one here figured, but very

much darker coloured, is now and then met with, and has

been considered by some authors as a distinct species, and

as such figured and described under the name of Podiceps

hebridicus, Black chin Grebe ; but from the variations

the present species affect in colour, we are under doubts

with regard to the specific differences supposed to exist

between the species.

The



The Dabchick dr Dobchiek is the least species of Cireb^

though the most plentiful in this country, being met with

in most streams and ponds, particularly such as are sedgy

;

its motions are lively and active, and with care it may be

rendered so tame, as to feed from the hand ; but is

generally a shy bird. Its actions in and on the water are

particularly graceful ; it may frequently be seen running on

the surface for a considerable distance, flapping its wings and

chattering, then on a sudden diving and reappearing at the

spot from whence it took its departure ; we believe it is

almost invariably the practice of this bird, that, when it

dives, it does not, as is common with the duck tribe, con-

tinue its way forward, but returns, and by this mode is

enabled to elude its pursuers, who looking for its appearance

at a considerable distance forward, generally lose the object

of their pursuit ; when alarmed, it dives to the first tuft of

grass or rushes, and will remain with only its bill above

water for a great length of time.

The nest is formed of so great a quantity of grass,

flags, and other vegetables, that Pennant supposed it fer-

mented, and gave warmth to the eggs ; it is woven to-

gether with the leaves and part of the stem of some tall

aquatic plant, which are bent down to the surface of the

water; and by this method the nest is not liable to injury

from any sudden rise of the water, and is generally secure

from being carried away by the current. The Dabchick

lays five or six whitish eggs, which are frequently stained

by some of the vegetables with which they are covered ;

the female does not sit immediately on the eggs, as there

usually



iisuaHy is a quantity of rushes laid over them, that pre^

Vents the eggs from being exposed, should any sudden ac-

cident call the bird off. " They are very frequently de-

voured while diving in pursuit of small fish, by pike and

trout the eggs also afford a meal to the water-rat.

The principal food of this bird is small fish, aquatic in-

sects, and wotms ; in the winter it will live on the roots of

such plants as grow by the margins of streams ; during the

breeding season, the male bird may frequently be heard to

titter a shrill chatter, the usual note at other seasons is a

whistle quickly repeated. In the autumn they quit their in-

land retreats, and but few, and those late-hatched birds^

are to be met with from the middle of August to the end of

September, after which they return to their usual haunts ;

they are said at that season to frequent the sea-shores, and

to feed on shrimps.

It is supposed to be long lived, as one pair have been

known to resort to the same spot for more than twenty

years, where they regularly breed
;

they seem not to be

very easily made to quit their haunts, as when their nests

haVe been destroyed, they have returned time after time to

rebuild them ; they nestle almost always on the same spot

for many years in succession.
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GALLINULA PORZANA.
SPOTTED GALLINULE.

Generic Character. See Gallinula Chloropus.

Synonyms.

Gallinula Porzana. Ind. Orn, 2. p. ^772. 19.

Rallus Porzana. Lin Si/st. 1. p. 262, S.

Spotted Gallinule. Br, Zool, 2. 215. Ib fol. 130.

tab, X*. L Arct. ZooL Supt. p. 69.

Lath. Si/n. 5, p, 264. 18. Mont, Orn.

Diet, VoLL Bewick's Br, Birds, PL2.

p. 25.

, Egg. Ovarium Brit. Pt. 2,

J_ HIS elegant bird is in length nine inches, in breadth

about fifteen, and its weight rather exceeds for ounces.

Bill three fourths of an inch long ; irides light red
;
legs

delicately slender ; colour alike in both sexes ; the female

has not the bare skin on the forehead of so bright a colour

as in the male*

The Spotted Water Hen is one of the most beautiful of

our water birds ; it frequents marshes and shallow

streams, where it breeds ; is met in greater abundance

^ within a few miles of London, than perhaps in any other

parts of this kingdom ; its nest is composed of sticks,

decayed grass, and rushes, and is said to be fastened to a

living plant, by which it is prevented from being carried

away



away by the rising of the water ; it lays six or seven eggs

about the size of a blackbird's. The young take to the

water as soon as hatched, and do not require the future

care of the parent ; notwithstanding which, they keep

together till the ensuing autumn.

We have known this bird to breed in fields to the left of

the Kent-Road, called Roll's-Meadows ; one of them was

killed, after which they forsook the spot.

Few birds run with greater facility than the present, as

it makes its way through the thickest herbage, or runs on

the surface of the soft mud ; in the dusk of evening it may

be seen searching for slugs, worms, or insects, and readily

discovered by its craking call; it flies badly, though,

after being repeatedly roused, it will sometimes ascend to

a considerable height, ^

This has generally been considered as a migratory

species, but we much doubt whether that is the case, as we

have repeatedly known them exposed for sale on the stalls

©f the London poulterers during winter, particularly in

the winter of 1811—12, On the SOth of December 1811,

j^ve were for sale at one shop, and we purchased two the

latter-end of the month following ; in fact, we have heard

of or seen them almost every month in the year.

Its provincial names are Spotted Water-Hen, Spotted

Rail, Lesser Spotted Water-Rail, Skitty, and Water-

Crake.







RECURVIROSTRA AVOCETTA.
A V 0 C ET,

Generic Character.

Bill long, (lender, tapering to the point, curving upwards.

Noflrils narrow, pervious.

Tongue fhort, entire.

Legs long.

Feet palmated to near the extremity of the toes.

Back-Toe fmall.

Synonyms.

Recurvirostra Avocetta. JJn, Syft, 156. ed. 1,

Scooping Avocet. Br, ZooL %. p, 228. tab, 80. Lath,

Syn. 5. 293. Mont, Orn, Di6t,

Avocet. Bewick's Br. Birds^ Ft 2. p, 147.

—wwasaiBWiw —

-L HIS, the onlyfpecies of Avocet found in this country^

is in length nearly eighteen inches, to the extremity of the toes

twenty-two inches, and from tip to tip of the wings thirty,

weighs twelve to fourteen ounces, bill three inches and a half

in length, of a very curious form, " looking as Bewick

aptly obferves not unlike flexible pieces of fiat whalebone^

curved upwards to the tip thighs bare half-way up. Toes

three before, conneded by a very flrong membrane^ which

is flightly ferrated at the edges^ and deeply indented in the

centre ; hind toe very fhort.

This bird inhabits the fea fhores of Southern Europe, 4;)reeds

in moft of our fenny counties
;
may frequently be obferved in

the



the winter in fmall flocks^ at the mouths of rivers. In fearch

of worms and marine infedts, which they fcoop out of the

mud or fand, at the fame time making a noife with their

bills fimilar to that made by ducks, when engaged in the famxe

purfuit. Latham informs us, " they lay two eggs, the fize

of thofe of a pigeon, of a cinerous grey, fingularly marked

with deep brownifn dark patches, of irregular fizes and fhapes,

befules fome under markings of a dufky hue."

They are very tenacious of their young, will counterfeit

jamenefs, and exert themfelves to the utmoft, in endeavouring

to divert the attention of an intruder from their nefi: ; when a

flock is difturbed, they immediately take wing, firetching out

their necks and extending their legs behind," and continue to

flutter about the fpe6i:ator, in a manner fimilar to the Lap-

wing, uttering at the fame time a yelping cry of /wit, tvjtt.

Their motions are lively and a6live, feldom remaining ^of

any length of time in the fame fpot : though web-footed they

feldom go beyond wading depth ; fhould they get into deep

water, they feem to make no exertion to fwimj, but float for

miles without any appearance of fatigue, and reach the fliorq

merely by the force of the current.







LARUS CANUS.
COMMON GULL,

Generic Character. See Larus marinus.

Synonyms.

Larus Can us. Lin. Syft, i. p. 224. 3.

Common Gull,, Br. ZooL 2. 249. tab, Sg,/oL 2. Lath^

Syn. 6. p, 378. 8. Mont. Orn. Di^.

Bewick's Br. Birds^ Pt. 2. p, 197.

HIS fpecies is in length about feventeen inches, iri

breadth about three feet, and weighs near llxteen ounces. We
feel confiderable difficulty in giving the fpecific chara£lers

of this genus ; the diPcInguifhing marks are fcarcely to be

defcribed, as they confift of fiich trifling minutia, that it is

only on the aggregate the fpecies can be fixed. The different

plumage thefe birds affume at their different periods of age,

has occafioned confiifion in the works of raoft ornithological

writers, in many inftances fpecies have been formed from

the fame bird at different ages ; the accur cy of our figures

We hope will confiderably affift in difiinguifhing the fpecies,

as they will be generally coloured from birds of mature

age.

Mr. Montague, to whofe refearches we have fo often referred,

has perhaps taken more pains to elucidat this fubjefl than

any other perfon, having kept the different fpecies till they

have



iiave arrived at maturity, which is feldom in lefs than ttvOj,

and often more than three years, and by this means has been

able to corred numerous errors that have crept into the

works of moft of the preceding writers.

The prefent fpecies Is the moft common of the Gulls on our
coafts, and is to be met with in confiderable numbers on moft parts

of our {bores
;
they feed on all kinds of animal matter thrown

up by the tide, or difcovered floating on the furface of the

ocean
;

filling up the fame place on the fliores of the fea, as

the carrion crow does in the interior of the land, as no fub^

fiance is too putrid to afford them a meal ; they may be feen

in winter aflbciating with rooks and crows, fearching for

worms and infers frequently at a great diftance from the fea
;

the whole genus is invariably gluttonous, frequently taking fo

much food as not to be able to fly till they have difgorged part

of their repaft, this they readily do upon any fright ; it is not

uncommon for them to bring up a large quantity of undigefled

food when flightly wounded.

The neft of the Gull is formed of fea-weed, at the didancc

of a few feet from the water, and is moftly placed on a

flielving rock
; they lay two or three eggs of an olivaceous

brown, blotched with red fpots
; they are about the fize of

thofe of a common hen.

This fpecies is fometimes eaten by perfons refident on the

coaft, and we have heard it defcribed as good food
j
previous

to its being dreifed, it is fkinned and buried in a cloth for

one or two days.







LARUS RIDIBUNDUS.

BLACK-HEAD ED GULL,

Generic Character, See Larus marinus.

Synonyms.

Larus ridi^undus. Lin, Syfl. i. p. 225. 9. Ind,

Orn. 2. p, 8i 1. 2.

Black-headed Gull. Br. ZooL 2. 252. LkfoL 143.

tai^. L, 5. Ar^. ZooL 2. 445. Lath.

Syn, e.p, 380. 9. Ib,fupt.p, 268.

MonU Orn, Di5l, 1. Bewick's Br.

Birds^ Pt, 2. />. 200.

Larus cinerarius. Lift, Syji, 1, p, 224., 4.

• RIDIBUNDUS. Far. /3. Ind. Orn. 2, p, 812, 2.

Red-legged Gull. Jrcl. Zool. 2. p. 533. £. Lath.

Syn. 6. />. 381, 10.

Larus ridibundus. Var. y.. Ind. Orn. 2, p. 812.

Brown-hraded Gull. Alhin's Birds, 2. iak 86.

Lath. Syn. 6./. 383. 11.

nrJL HE length of this bird is about fifteen inches, breadth

nearly twenty-eight ; it weighs from nine to eleven ounces.

Bill flender
; irides hazel, orbits deep red

; legs flender ; feet

broad
; colours of the fexes alike.

From the difference in the fummer and winter plumage of

this bird, authors have made diftind fpecies j for the firft two

years



years the colour of the head is a deep brown, but after the

third moulting it becomes black ; in the fall of the year, it

entirely lofes the black on the head except about the auricles,

which does not return till the enfuing fpring ; the legs alfo in

the winter become of a dull flelh colour, and the webs nearly

black, thefe alfo alTune their loft colour in the breeding feafon.

This fpecies is common on moft parts of the coafts of this

country ; it breeds in fenny piaces, near the borders of rivers,

and lays three or four olive brown eggs, blotched with reddifh

brown j its neft is compofed of dry coarfe grafs and ruflies.

Formerly this bird was held in efteem as an article of food ;

they were taken whiiPc young, before they were able to fly,

by driving them into nets, and when fattened on ofFal,

were fold for the table at ave fliiilings the dozen ;
and we

further learn from Dr. Plott's Biftory of Stafford/hire, pub-

liflied in 1686, that fifty dozen were frequently taken at a

driving, and' that three drivings were generally made in a

feafon. This fpecies is found in moft of the northern parts

of Europe and America.

Its provincial names are Sea-Crow, Crocker, Bkck-Cap,

Red-Legs, Puit or Pewit-Gull, and Mire-Crow.
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ANAS NIGRA.

SCOTER.

Generic Character. ^S'^^ Anas Cygtius, (ferns).

Synonyms.

Anas Nigra. ^
Lin, Syjl. u p. 196. 7.

Scoter or Black Diver. Br. Zool, 2. 273. Ih.foL

253. Laih. Syn. 6. p. 480. 36. Mont. Orn, Bi^l.

Bewick's Br. Birds^ Ft. 2./>. 288. 90,

JL H E length of this fpecies is about twenty-one Inches>

the breadth two feet eight inches, and it weighs about

three pounds and a half : bill Ihort, broad, and flattened

at the tip, the bafe is furnifhed with a hard protuberance,

which projedts nearly three-fourths of an inch in height,

it is divided in the centre by a deep furrow
;

edges of the

bill ferrated, the fides of the upper mandible are furrowed

near the edges, the furrow is irregular, and has much the

appearance of a feam clumfily fewed ; the bill is not furnifhed

with a nail at its extremity, as is common with moil of the

genus ; feet large and broad, and placed far behind ; the tail

confifts of fixteen ftiarp-pointed feathers, of which the two

middle ones are the longefl. Colour of the female dufky

black, intermixed with brown and grey, the bill is formed as

in the male, but the protuberance is not fo large, the colour

of this knob is fubjed to vary ; we have feen it quite red, and

in others green^ but this may proceed from difference of age.

The



The Scoter dives with tht grea^ft dexterity, and is ge*

fierally met with on the fea at a confiderable diftance from'

fhore, to which it retires only during the breeding feafon, they

are at that time found in confiderable numbers off the coaft of

France, where they are fold to the Catholics, who eat them

or^ faft-days a^nd in Lent;'' they are are often taken in-' th^

fifhermen*s nets while diving in queft of food, which chiefly

confifls of fmall fhell-fifli ; in the gizzard of the one our

figure was coloured from, we found a quantity of fhells re-

duced to pieces, alfo fome fmall pieces of glafs ; the flefh was

Fiard, dry, and coarfe, but entirely devoid of any fiffiy or

xinpleafant tafie.

Of the habits of this fpecies, we have but little know-

ledge, as it is of a very fhy difpofition, and inftantly dives'

sit the approach of danger and reappears at a very confiderable

diftance ; its flight heavy and flow ; the pofition of its

legs (placed fo far behind) mtid occafion it to walk awk-

wardly ; we have juft learnt th^t this bird fometimes breeds

in the Calf of Man, near the coafl: of Scotland ; of this

we hope fhortly to be able to give further information.

The male of this fpecies is not furniflied with a labyrinths







ANAS B O S C M A S.

WILD DUCK.

> .1.. i . ...^ i««iBttliB
lttjaiMiiwii»" i ' I

Oeneric Character, ^jfd- Anas Cygnusj (ferus.)

Synonyms. i

Anas Boschas. Lin, Syft, i,p, 205. 40.

Wild Duck. Br, ZooL 2. 279. tai^. gf. 3, fil. 175,

Lath, Syn. 6, p, 489. 43. Mont, Om^

Dt^, Bewick's Br. Birds, Ft, 2. 29U

THE Mallard or Drake (the male of this fpecies) is

in length twenty-three inches, in breadth about three feet, and

weighs about two pounds and a half ; bill two inches and a

half long, and nearly one inch broad ; irides hazel ; tail formed

of twenty pointed feathers, the four middle ones of which

curl up on the back in a beautiful manner,

-This elegant fpecies has long been held in great efleem as

an article of food, on which account many different modes

have been adopted to enfnare them ; the one in general ufe^

and which is the moft fuccefsful, is termed a decoy, and is

thus defcribed by Pennant in the fecond volume of Britifh

Zoology, page 594. The decoy is ufually made where

there is a large pond furrounded with wood, and behind it a

marfhy



niarfhy and uncultivated country, wl:iere th^ wijd fowl maj

fecurely fleep during the day-time.

The decoy confifls of feveral pipes (as they aie called)

which lead up a narrow ditch, which clofes at laft with a,

funnel net. Over thefe pipes, which become narrower from

the firft entrance^ is fixed a continued arch of netting fufpended

OB hoops. There is ufually a pipe or ditch for almoft every

wind that can blow, as the wild fowl are determined by this

circumftance which pipe to choofe, and the decoy-man always

keeps on the leeward fide of the ducks, to prevent his effluvia^

from reaching their fagacious noftrils. Skreens made of reeds

are placed at certain diftances along each pipe in fuch a manner,

that it is impoflible for the wild fowl to fee the decoy-man,

before they have paffed towards the end of the pipe where th^.

net is fixed.

In the evening when the wild fowl begin to feed^ tl^e

decoy rifes, and the noife of their wings^ in their flight, may

be heard at a great diftance. The rifing of the decoy is in

Somerfetfhire called redding. The decoy ducks are fed with

hemp-feed, which is thrown in fmall quantities over the fkreens

to biing them forward into the pipes, and to, allure the wild

fowl to follow. They are fo trained as to lead the way after

hearing the whiftle of the decoy-man, and enticed by the

hemp-feed, and to diye under water whiift the wild fowl fly on,

and are taken in the nets. When they are in fuch a lleepy ftate

as not to follow the decoy -ducks, a fmall dog is m.ade to pafs,

betweea the fkreens, which approaching gradually nearer and

nearer to the purfe-net, draws the attention of the wild fowl,

and makes them advance forward ; at length the decoy-man

appears behind a ikreen^ and drives them into the net.

•5^ Th^



The general feafon for catching wild fowl in decoys, is

from the latter end of 0£tober to the beginning of February,

the legiflature forbids taking them from the ift of June to

the 11th of October, under a penalty of five fliillings for

every bird deftroyed w^ithin that time.

*^ The Lincolnfhire decoys are commonly let at a certaiji

annual rent, from fifteen to twenty pounds a year ; and there

is one in Somerfetfhire'that pays thirty pounds. The former

contribute principally to fupply the markets in London.

Amazing numbers of ducks, widgeons, and teal are taken, by

an account of the number caught a few winters paft, in one

feafon ; and in only ten decoys, in the neighbourhood of

Wainfleet, it appeared to amount to thirty-one thoufand two

hundred, in which are included feveral other fpecies of ducks/*

l^atham quotes an inftance, where two thoufand fix hundred

and forty-fix Mallards were taken in two days near Spalding ;

they appeared to be young birds before they were able to fly z

this mode is now prohibited.

As is ufual with moft of this genus, the wild ducks

leave this country in the fpring, retiring northward to

|)reed, and return to us at the fall of the year in prodigious

numbers, difperfing themfelves over the- marfhy waftes in

the different parts of this kingdom ; but few remain with us

throughout the ye^r, thefe breed in the fens, and their young

are not fo fhy as thofe that migrate, and are fuppofed to be

the original llock of our domeftic duck, which has become

varied in plumage, as is common with all animals that are

domefi:icated
^
they however always retain the curled feathers

on the taiL

Thq



The variety known by the name of the Rouen Duck, is of

the fame fpecies, only of very large growth ; we have feen

one that weighed upwards of feven pounds, the plumage

was nearly like the Mallard, we obferved no other difference,

than that the ring round the neck was confiderably larger,

and the beautiful chefnut colour on the neck and breaft was

mottled with white ; this variety retains a large fhare of its

wild nature, and often quits its dom^ftic aflbciates for its

former haunts, where it breeds with the wild ones, and is often

taken with them in the decoys.



/
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ANAS TADORNA.

SHIELDRAKE,

Generic Character. See KndiS Cygnus, (ferus).

Synonyms.

Anas Tadorna. 7Jn, Syft, i«/'»i95. 4-

Snii^LDRAKE. Br, ZooL 2. 278. Lath, Syn 6. 504.

5 1 . Moitt. Orn, DUL Bevjick's Br, Birds,

Ft, 2. p, 306,

T H I S is rather a larger fpecies than the common mallard ;

it is in length about two feet, in breadth three feet fix inches,

and weighs about two pounds and a half \ bill three inches

long, curving upwards, having a fmall protuberance at the

bafe, the upper mandible is broad, and grooved at the edges

near the tip, the nail in full grown birds curves downward

from the tip. The colours in the female are confiderably

duller and generally want that beautiful bronze, fo predomi-

nant on all the dark parts of the male bird.

The Shieldrake is common on many parts of ourcoafts,

in fome places remaining throughout the year ; the female

makes her neft in a hole or rabbit burrow, and lines it plen-

tifully with down from her breafi: ; fhe lays from twelve to

fixteen white eggs, thefe fhe alfo covers with down: during

the time of incubation, which is about thirty days, the male

bird is particularly afliduous in his attention^ keeping a ftridt

watch from fome neighbouring eminence ; ihould any thing

approach



approach to alarm him, he utters a piercing cry and takes

wing ; unlefs difturbed, he feldom leaves the vicinity of the

neft but when prefled by hunger; when the female leaves

to procure food, the male immediately takes her place, and

will remain fitting during her abfence ; inftances have been

known (where the female has been deftroyed) that the male

bird has taken on itfelf the important bufmefs of incubation,

and has fucceeded in rearing its offspring.

The neft is ufually in the vicinity of falt-water (though

they fometimes breed in the fens) to which they lead their

young as foon as hatched, frequently conveying them in their

bills ; fhould any interruption take place during their removal

from the neft to the water, the young brood couch down

behind the firft tuft or hillock, and the paient birds fly away

in different diredions, they foon drop, and afford a pleafmg

fpe£lacle during the exertion of their wonderful inftinftive

powers, in endeavouring by various artifices to divert the

intruder from their neft, much in the fame way as already de-

fcribed in the partridge ; when the alarm has fubfided, they

return to their offspring, to renew the tender ofHces of paren-

tal care : the young keep together till after the firft moulting.

Their natural haunts being the fhores of the ocean, they

are very reftlefs in confinement ; when domefticated they pofTefs

fo much of their original ftiynefs, that the common mode of

detaining them, is by injuring one of their wings ;
they feed

principally on the fmall fry of fifh, not fufhciently bold to leave

the fhqre, alfp on the fmaller kinds of fheU fifh, and fea-weed.







ANAS CLYPEATA.

SHOVELER.

Generic Character. Anas Cygnus (ferus.)

Synonyms.

Anas clypeata. Lin. Syjl. i. 200. 19. Ind. Om.

9., p. 856. 60.

Shoveler. Br. Zool ^%o. lb. foL 155. tab. ^ 4,

Ar5i. Zool. 2. 485. Lath. Syn. 6.

P* 509* 55* Orn.DiB. Vol. 2.

Bewick's Br. Birds, Ft. 2.^, 310.

.L HIS beautifully marked fpecies is in length about twenty-

one inches, and weighs twenty-two ounces. Bill three inches

long, the tip is nearly two inches broad, edges ftrongly pec-

tinated ; nail fomewhat hooked ; irides yellow ; tail compofed

of fourteen feathers ; feet broad and ftrong. The female

differs confiderably in colour, and whh the exception of the

blue on the wing, in the general appearance is much like the

female pintail j the length one inch lefs than the male.

The Shoveler does* not breed in this country, though it

is faid fome remain in France during the breeding feafon ;

that they make a neft of rufhes, in which they lay ten or a

dozen rufous-coloured eggs." On the approach of winter

the



the bird makes its appearance in this country, frequently ar-

riving as early as the firft week in Oaober ; the principal

reforts of the fpecies are the fens of Lincolnfhire and Cam-
bridge

; from the Ille of Ely, they are very frequently fent

with other fpecies of wild fowl to our London markets.

. i
,

Its habits are folitary and wild, feldom being met with in

companies, as moft of the other fpecies are ; it dives on the

flighteft alarm, and retreats to a great diftance, this may be

confidered as the moft fhy of the whole tribe ; it ufually leaves

Great-Britain the firft week in March, though this feafon we
obferved a pair expofed for fale as late as the twenty-fourth

of that month* Its flefh is generally held in high efteem, as

being equal if not fuperior to that of the common wild-duck.
'

Provincial names Blue-winged Shoveler, Spoon- Bill, Broad-

Bill, and Kertlytock.







ANAS CLANGULA.

GOLDEN ETE.

1
1

I TBlIiillK^. 11" " " "

Generic Character. See Anas Cygnus (ferns.)

Synonyms.

Anas Clangula. Un, Syft, i. p. 201. 23. Ind,

Om. 2. p. 867. 87. IV. Curtis Mfs.

Golden Eye. Br. ZooL 2. 276. " lb, foL 154. tab.

Addenda, Ar^, ZooL 2. 486. Mont^

Om, Vol, 1 . BeiJokHs Br, ^irds^

Ft. 2. p. 330,

JL H I S fpecies is about nineteen inches in length, rather

exceeding thirty in breadth, and weighs two pounds. Bill

fhort, very thick at the bafe ; irides bright gold colour ; fea-»

thers on the head particularly thick, giving the bird a difpro-

portioned appearance ;
legs Ihort and thick ; toes long." The

female differs fo much in colour th^t it will form the fubjedt

of a future plate.

The Golden Eye is rather a fcarce fpecies, being but

feldom met with except in fmall flocks of four to fix birds

;

they are very fhy and difficult of accefs
\
they are fometimes

fent to the London markets with other fpecies, from the fens

of Lincolnfhire and Cambridge
;
they are a local bird, and

if unmolefted return ^nany years in fucceffion to the fame

haunts



haunts in the winter. Mr. Gough informs us that fome were

feen on the rivers in Weftmoreland, November 9, 1798,

which was confidered a very unufual circumftance.

They generally arrive in this country in the month of

Oaober, and do not leave till towards the end of April ;
they

fiy very quick and to a great height, making a loud noife

in their flight, and are remarkable good divers.

The male bird is furnifhed with a labyrinth, and has a

fwelling in the trachm, by v^hich the fpecies is readily difco.

vered, though fubjed to confiderable variety in colour.

Our figure was executed for the late William Curtis.



I
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ANAS QUERQUEDULA.

GARGANET.

Generic Character. See, Anzs Cygnus (ferus.)

Synonyms.

Anas Quer^uedula. Lin, Syft, 1.^.203.32. Ind,

Orn. 2. p: 872* 99.

Garganey, Br. ZooL 2, 289. tab. 101. Ih, foL 158.

tab. 9. Ar^, Zool, 2./>. 576. O,

Lath. Syn, 6. />. 550. 87. Mont.

Orn. Di^. Vol. 1. Bewick's Br.

Btrds^ Ft. 2. p. 336.

'W i'lfd'l il' i 'll Ji ll

I"
'

I S elegant fpecies weighs nearly eighteen ounces ; it

is about feventeen inches in length, and thirty in breadth ; bill

fmall ; irides reddifh hazel
;

legs flender. A figure of the

female will appear in a fubfequent number.

It is a fcarce fpecies, and is never met with in numbers

;

we have received it from the fens of Ely, as late as the four-

teenth of April in the prefent year, from which it fhould feem

probable, that it breeds there, but we have not heard of its

neft having been found. From the decoys it is fometimes fent

under the name of Summer Teal ; it has the manners of the

common Teal, but flies higher^ and when on wing utters a

humming noife.

This



This fpecies has been kept for a confiderable tnne in the

Queen's menagerie at Frogmore, where it is very familiar,

but does not breed. .

Provincial names, Pied Widgeon, Summer Teal,







ANAS CRECCA.

TEAL.

Generic CnARACTERt 6"^^ Anas Cygnus (ferus.)

Synonyms.

Anas Crecca, Lin.^ Syji, i. p. 204, 33. Ind. Orn^

2. p. 872. 100.

Common Teal. jgr. Zoo/. 2. 290. Ik fol tah. addenda.

Ar5l. ZooL 2. ^. 577. P. Lath, Syn.

6. p. 5515 88. Ih, Supt, p, 276.

Teal. Mont. Orn. Diet. Vol 2. Bewick's Br. Birds^

Ft. 2. p. 338.

Anas Circia. Lin, Syjl. 1. p. 204. 34.

Summer Teal. Lath. Syn. 6. p. 552. 89.

Jl HE weight of this diminutive fpecies is about twelve

ounces, its length is fourteen inches, and breadth nearly

twenty-three. Bill flender ; irides yellowifti hazel ; tail cu-

niform, compofed of fixteen feathers
;

legs flender.

We purpofe giving a figure of the female in a future

number.

It arrives in this country in the month of Oa:ober, in fmall

flocks ; flies fwift, and dives admirably ; it aflbciates with

other fpecies of duck, and conflderable numbers are daily fent

to the London markets during the winter months from the

decoys,

Unlefs.



Unlefs molefted the Teal will return annually to the fame
haunts

;
a curious inftance of which came to our knowledge a

few months ago
; fome gentlemen were out on a fhooting

excurfion, in the fens of Lincolnfhire, in the winter of 1810,
and coming fuddenly on fome Teal, a fhot was fired, which
brought one down, which being only wounded in the wing, it

was taken off clofe to its body, and as the bird appeared un-
hurt elfewhere, it was conveyed alive to the eftate of one of
the party, fituated in Kent, .where it was turned out with the
other fpecies of ducks, and foon became familiar and accompa-
nied them to the farm-yard

; it foon recovered and feemed
to be quite reconciled to its domeftic afTociates, till the return

of mild weather, wjiich happened early in February, when it

grew uneafy, and kept fluttering about almofl cominually,
and refufed its food ; in a few days the bird was milTed apd
was not to be found. In the month of January 1812, fome
of the fame party paid a fecond vifit to the fens, and on re-

turning to the fpot where they met with fuccefs laft feafon,

they found more Teal, fome of which were killed, and
among them the bird loft the preceding year, which was
clearly identified by marks on its feet, as well as by its wanting

a wing.

A variety of this fpecies is frequently confounded with the

Oarganey, under the name of Summer Teal.
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PELECANUS LOPHURUS.

TUFTED S HAG.

Generic Character, See Pelecanus Carbo,

Synonyms,

Tufted Shag of the Bass. Bullock's Catalogue to

the London Mufemn^ p. 68, 81^^?. ed,

TPh I S fpecies correfponds in fize with the common fhag,

but differs confiderably in elegance of form. Bill three inches

long, flender ; irides bright green ; crown of the head orna-

mented with a tuft of forty-fix narrow feathers, which have

a flight inclination forward, thefe do not appear to be eredable

^t pleafure
; the pouch is fmall and minutely fpeckled with

black ; tail compofed of twelve ftiff round pointed feathers ;

legs flerfder. The fpecimen from which our figure was taken

" was fhot on the Bafs ifland in the Frith of Forth, where

they are fuppofed to breed and remain all the year."

Mr. Bullock mentions that " two of thefe birds, both

females, were fhot by hini on the 9th of May 1807 ; the

ovaries of both fpecimens contained a number of fmall eggs,

and from the account of the perfon who takes the young

Gannets at the Bafs, and who polTelTes confiderable knowledge

of the birds that vifit it, there can be but little doubt of its

feeing a new fpecies, and of its rearing its young in the inac-

ceffible



ceflible precipices of that ifland," and he further remarks

" the flefh was eaten and found to be entirely deftitute of that

rancid fmell and tafte that afFe£ls the generality of the cor-

morant tribe/*

We have called this fpecies Lophurus, in contradi{lin£lion to

Crijlatusy though both terms have the fame meaning ; the latter ,

has been taken up by Dr. Latham, and applied as a fpecific

name to the crefted fliag ; our appellation may be retained as a

fpecific name to the prefent, fhould further experience con-

firm the prefent opinion of its being a diftind fpecies.

Our figure was taken from the fpecimen above alluded to

in the London Mufeum.
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