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PREFACE.

The preparation of the Index to the ^Bulletin’ is the duty

of the (I had nearly written “ unfortunate Editor, because

it forms a kind of annual “ holiday task for him. The index

to our tenth volume of the ‘Bulletin^ has certainly proved

heavier than any of its predecessors, by reason of the greater

number of quotations which the Editor has had to record, but

it has, at the same time, been very satisfactory to him to note

the increase in the number of contributions to our journal.

The exhibition of specimens illustrating the colour-varia-

tions of birds was in every respect a very remarkable one,

mainly due to the extraordinary series which our esteemed

member, the Hon, Walter Rothschild, M.P., transported from

his Museum at Tring
;
while many other members of the Club

contributed from their private collections. The result was

one of the most interesting exhibitions ever presented to the

notice of a Scientific Society.

The memory of the pleasant evenings which the members

of the Club have spent together, and of the solid work which

has been a feature of our Eighth Session, is saddened by the

decease of several of our friends. The loss of such energetic

workers as St. George Mivart, John Cordeaux, and T. J. Monk

is not only felt by the Club as a Scientific Institution, but

it has taken away from some of the older members some

very sincere friends and companions. The fortune of

war also has deprived us of two excellent ornithologists.

Dr. A. C. Stark and Colonel H. P. Northcott, The former

was struck down by a Boer shell in Ladysmith, as he was

quietly smoking a cigarette at 12 o^clock at night, and his



IV

death is nothing less than a national misfortune, as the

first published volume of his ^ Birds of South Africa’

proves that whoever shall attempt to complete the work

will have no easy task to rival the volume which our friend

had written before his death. Colonel Northcott had

made but one collection of birds in the Hinterland of the

Gold Coast, and was full of euthusiam for future work.

He was ordered off to South Africa on the outbreak of the

Boer war, and had hardly reached his post on Lord IMethueu’s

Staff, w'hen he was killed at the IModder River.

»

(Signed) R. BOWDLER SHARPE,

Editor.

October Is^, 1900.



RULES
OF THE

BRITISH ORNITHOLOGISTS’ CLUB.

(As amended loth April, 1898.)

I. This Club was founded for the purpose of facilitating the

social intercourse of Members of the British Ornithologists’

Union. Any Member of that Union can become a Member
of this Club on payment (to the Treasurer) of an entrance

fee of Five Shillings and a subscription of Five Shillings for

the current Session. Resignation of the Union involves

resignation of the Club.

II. Members who have not paid their subscriptions before

the last Meeting of the Session, shall cease, ipso facto, to be

Members of the Club, but may be reinstated on payment of

arrears, and a new entrance fee.

III. Members of the British Ornithologists’ Union may

be introduced as Visitors at the Meetings of the Club, but

every Member of the Club who introduces a Member of

the B. O. U. as a Visitor (to dinner or to the Meeting

afterwards) shall pay One Shilling to the Treasurer, on each

occasion.

IV. The Club shall meet, as a rule, on the Third

Wednesday in every Month, from October to June inclusive,

at such hour and place as may be arranged by the Committee.

At these Meetings papers upon ornithological subjects shall

be read, specimens exhibited, and discussion invited.
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V. An Abstract of tlie Proceedings of the B. O. C. shall

be printed as soon as possible after eaeb Meeting, under the

title of the ‘ Bulletin of the British Ornithologists’ Club/

and distributed gratis to every Member who has paid his

subscription. Copies of this Bulletin shall be published and

sold at One Shilling each,

VI. The affairs of this Club shall be managed by a

Committee, to consist of the Editors of ' The Ibis/ the Editor

of the ‘ Bulletin,’ and the Seeretary and Treasurer, ex officio ;

with three other Members, one of whom shall be ehanged

every year. The Committee shall have power to make and

alter Bye-laws.
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abyssinica, Lusciaiola, xix.

Acaiitliis caunabiua, xci.

riifescens, xoi.

Accentor modularis, Ixxiii.

Accipiter nisiis, Ixxi.

teneiis, Laiiiprotornis, Ixxxviii.

a3qiiinoctialis, Majaqaeus, xxxiii, cvi.

aflinis, CEclicnemiis, xix.

, Phylloscopus, xxxvii.

africanus, Schizorbis, vi.

Agriornis leucurus, Ixiv.

tuaritimus, Iv, Ixiv.

polio.soma, Iv.

Agyrtria tenebrosa, xv.

Alauda arvensis, Ixxiv, xc, xcvi.

alba, Motacilla, Ixxiv, Ixxxvii.

albicapilla, Cossypha, v.

albigularis, Francolinus, vi.

albocristatus, Gennasus, Ixviii.

alboniger, Spizaetus, xxxiii.

Alca torda, Ixxi.

alcyon, Ceryle, Ixxxvi.

Alle alle, Ixxviii.

alle, Alle, Ixxviii.

americana, Rhea, Ixxvii.

americanua, Tyinpanucluia, Ixix.

amheretifc, Chi’ysolopbus, Ixxxiii.

Ampelis gamdus, Ixxii.

Amydrus morio, xxxi.

Anas boschas, Ixxviii.

querquednla, Ixxi.

Anastomus laniellifer, c.

Andropadus ietericus, xxvii.

laitissimus, xxvii.

Anortbura troglodytes, Ixxiv, Ixxxix.

Anser erytbropus, xli.

Antbus novai-zealandiiE, Ixxxix.

obscurus, Ixxiv.

prateiisis, Ixxiv.

Aplonis rufipennis, xxviii.

Apteryx australis, Ixviii.

inantelli, Ixxvii.

oweni, Ixviii, Ixxvii.

Apus apus, Ixxii.

uiurinus, vi.

apus, Apus, Ixxii.

, Oypsolus, xcvi.

aquaticus, Rallus, Ixx, Ixxix.

Aquila boecki, lii.
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Aquila fulvescens, li, lii.

basiata, lii,

maculata, lii,

pomarina, lii.

arborea, Lullula, Ixxiv.

arctica, Frateroula, Ixxviii, xcv.

arcuatus. Passer, xxx.

Ardea cinerea, xxxii.

arquatus, Numenius, Ixxi.

Arses kaupi, Ixiv.

arvensis, Alauda, Ixxiv, xc, xcvi.

assimilis, Buchanga, vii.

Astur jardinei, Ivi.—— paluinbarius, Ixxi.

Athene noctua, Ixxi.

athensis, Spizocorys, ci.

atra, Fulica, Ixxviii.

atronitcns, Xenopipo, xxvii.

auratus, Oriolus, vii.

auriceps, Cyanorbampbus, Ixxxv

australis. Apteryx, Ixviii.

, Miro, Ixxxix.

, Ocydromus, Ixx, Ixxix.

bakbakiri, Laniarius, xxxi.

balcanica, Otocorys, liii.

banksiana, Lalagc, xxviii.

Earbatula extoni, xxi.

xantlioslicta, xxi.

barbatus, Pycnonotus, vii.

batesiana, Melittophagus, xlviii,

, Merops, xlix.

Baza borneensis, xxxiii.

benghala, Estrilda, vii.

Bessunornis gainbagce, v.

modesta, v.

blanfordi, Psalidoprocne, xx.

,
Telepbonus, 1.

boecki, Aquila, lii.

Bohemian Pheasant, Ixxx.

bonasia, Tetrastes, Ixix, Ixxx.

borealis, Buteo, Ixxi.

bornea, Eos, xvi.

borneensis, .Baza, xxxiii.

boschas, Anas, Ixxviii.

Bolauriis stellaris, xxxiii.

brachyptera, Sitagra, vii.

brasilius, RhamphuccElus, Ixvii.

^e*
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brebmeri, Calopelia, Ivi.

brevirostris, Geositla, Ixiii.

bruijni, Nasiterna, ci.

Bubo capensis, xxviii.

letti, Iv.

mackinderi, xxviii.

Bubulcus lucidus, Ivi.

Buchanga assimilis, vii.

Burnesia gnicilis, c.

Buteo borealis, Ixxi.

butjracpus, Serinus, vii.

Caccabis rufa, Ixxxii.

ca-rulea, Pitta, xxxiii.

cajruleitorques, Pitta, iii.

ca-rulescens, Zosterops, Ixxxix.

cajruleus, Parus, Ixxiv, xc.

cafer, Promerops, xxxii.

cafTra, Co.ssyplia, xxxi.

calliope, Stellula, xxxix.

Calliste vitrioliua, xciii.

Cala?na8 nicobarica, Ixxxiii.

Calopelia brehiueri, Ivi.

Calypte costae, xxxix.

canibayensis, Turtur, Ixxxiii.

cambiirui, Ilypbantornis, x.xxv.

Campothera bausburgi, xxxvi.

punctata, vii.

ticniolaeina, xxxvi.

Canirallus batesi, Ivi.

oculeuB, Ivi.

cannabina, Acantbis, xci.

, Linota, Ixxvi.

canus, Gecinue, Ixxii.

capensis. Bubo, xxviii.

—— ,
Colins, xxxi.

, Motacilla, xxx.

, Pbalacrocorax, xxxiii.

, Pycnonotiis, xxxi.

, Sitngra, xxxi.

capicola, Turtur, xxx.

Caprimulgus europaeus, xcvi.

exiuuus, cv.

griseatuB, xxi.

stellatus, xxi.

carbo, Pbalacrocorax, Ixxvii.

cardinalis, Eclectus, ii.

Carduclis carduclis, xci.

carduelis, Carduclis, xci,

cassini, Cbaitura, Ifti.

castaneicollis, T’rancolimis, xxxiii.

ca.stanonota, Turnix, xliii.

Catarrbactes cbrysolopbus, Ixxvii.

pachyrbynchus, Ixxvii.

scblcgeli, Ixxvii.

rolebensis. Pitta, iv.

Centropus senegalensis, vi.

viridis, Ixxxvi.

Cercbneis tinnunculus, Ixxi.

Ceryle alcyon, Ixxxvi.

Cbaetura cassini, liii.

pelasgia, liv,

sabinei, liii.

tboniensis, liii.

Cbictusia gregaria, xv.

cbalconotus. Pbalacrocorax, liii.

cbelicuti. Halcyon, vii.

Cben nivalis, xv.

Cbenorbanipbus grayi, ci.

cbloris, Ligurinus, Ixxv, xci.

Cblorodrepanis, Ixvii.

wilsoni, xc.

Cblorodyta flavida, xvii.

neglecta, xvii.

chloropus, Gallinula, Ixx, xcv.

cblororbyncbus, Thalassogeron, cvi.

Cblorostilbon gibsoni, Ixxxvi.

Cbondeslcs graininiea, xciii.

Cbrysolanipis mosquitus, Ixxxvi.

Cbrysolopbus amberstiie, Ixxxiii.

cbrysolopbus, Catnrrhacte.s, Ixxvii.

Ciuclodes I'uscus, Ixii.

niolitor, Ixii.

nigrofumosus, Ixii.

oreobates, Ixii.

oustaleti, Ixii.

patacboiiicus, Ixii.

sparsiinstriatus, Ixii.

cinerea, Ardea, x.xxii.

, Sylvia, Ixxii.

cinereus, Priofiiuis, cvi.

Cinnyris senegalensis, vii.

Circus svvainsoni, c.

citriuella, Emberiza, Ixxvi, xcii, xcvi.

Clivicola riparia, Ixxiii, xcvii.

clypeala, S])atula, Ixxi.

Clytorbyncbus grisescens, xxix.

pncbycepbaloides, xxix.

vatensis, xxix.

Coccotbrau.stes coccotbraustos, Ixxvi.

coccotbraustes, Coccotbrau.stes, Ixxvi.

Coccystes glandarius, c.

coelebs, Fringilla, vi, Ixxv, Ixxvi, xcii,

xciv.

colcbicus, PbasiamiB, xvii, Ixviii,

Ixxxiii, xcv.

Colius capensis, xxxi.

eollaris, Lanins, xxx.

ColceuB nionedula, Ixxv, Ixxxvii.

Columba llavirostris, xxvii.

palumbus, Ixix, xcvi.

vina, xxvii.

Colyinbus glacialis, vii.

septentrionalis, vii.

conirostris, Indicator, xxxix.

, Spizocorys, ci.

cooki, CEslrclata, Ixxxiv.

coracinuB, Myiadostes, lix.
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Ooracopsis nigra, Ixsxri.

corax, Oorvus, Ixxxvii.

Cornelia, Eclectus, ii.

cornix, Oorvus, c.

coronata, Qoiira, Ixxxiii.

corone, Oorvus, Ixxv, Ixxxvii.

corvina, Oorvinella, vii.

Oorvinella corvina, vii.

Oorvus corax, Ixxxvii.

cornix, c.

corone, Ixxv, Ixxxvii.

scapiilatus, xxxii.

Oossypha albicapilla, v.

caffra, xxxi.

gambagte, v.

giffardi, v.

costa’, Oalypte, xxxix.

OoUirnix coturnix, Ixix.

coturnix, Coturnix, Ixix.

Oractiou.s quoyi, xl.

rufescens, xl.

Orateropus reinwardti, vii.

crecca, Nettion, Ixxviii.

Crex crex, Ixx, xcv.

crex, Crex, Ixx, xcv.

criatata, Galerita, xc.

, Oreooca, Ixiv.

, Terpsiphone, vii.

cristatus, Podicipes, xxxiii.

, Ptilocorys, xcviii.

Crotopliaga sulcirostris, Ixxxvi.

cueullatus, Hyphantornis, vii.

culminatus, Tbalassogeron, cvi.

cumniingi, Saxicola, xvii.

cunicularia, Geositta, Ixiii.

curvirostra, Loxia, Ixxvi.

cyanifrons, Saucerottea, xvi.

cyanocephalus, Palceoruis, lxxii,lxxxv.

cyanonota. Pitta, iii.

Cyanorhamphus auriceps, Ixxxvi.

cyanostictus, Melittophagus, xxvii.

cyanuroptera, Siva, xxxviii.

Cymodroma grallaria, cvi.

melanogastra, cvi.

Cypselus apus, xcvi.

darwini, Upucerthia, Ixiii.

dauma, Oreocichla, xcviii.

daurica, Perdix, xcvii.

delamerei, Estrilda, cii.

, Pseudalajmon, cii.

deltffi, Galerita, xcviii.

demersus, Spheniecus, xxxiii.

Dendropicus major, xcvii.

medius, xcvii.

simoni, xxxviii.

Zanzibari, xxxviii,

dentata, Petronia, vii.

desolatus. Prion, cvi.

Diomedoa exulans, cvi.

melanophrys, xxxiii, cvi.

regia, cvi.

Dipliyllodes magniilca, Ixxxvii.

docilis, Palceornis, vii.

dodsoni, Qlidicneinus, xix.

dohertyi. Pitta, iii.

domesticus, Passer, Ixxv, xci, xciv,

xcvi.

dominicanus, Larus, xxxiii.

Dryoscopus gambensis, vii.

dubia, Myrmecociclila, xxii.

dubius, Pogonorhynchius, vi.

duivenbodei, Parotia, c.

dumetoria, Upucerthia, Ixiii.

earli, Ocydromus, Ixxix.

Eclectus cardinalis, ii.

Cornelia, ii.

pectoralis, ii.

riedeli, ii.

roratus, ii.

westermanni, ii.

edoloides, Melajnornis, vii.

Elminia longicauda, vii.

Emberiza citrinella, Ixxvi, xcii, xcvi.

hortulana, xciii.

miliaria, Ixxvi.

schoeniclus, Ixxvi, xcvi.

Erapidias fuscus, xc.

Eos boruea, xvi.

obiensis, xvi.

rubra, xvi.

variegata, .xvi.

Erithacus rubecula, Ixxiii, xc, xciv.

erithacus, Psittacus, Ixxii.

ernesti, Piuarochroa, xxxv.
erythrogastra. Pitta, iv.

erythronota, Estrilda, cii.

ei'ythropterus, Orthotomus, xx.

erythropus, Anser, xli.

Estrilda benghala, vii.

delamerei, cii.

erythronota, cii.

phcenicotis, vii.

Eudyptula minor, Ixxvii.

Eugenia imperatrix, xxxix.

Eidampis jugularis, Ixxxvi.

Eupetes geislerorum, xxvi.

Eujjrinodes hildegardaj, xxviii.

schistaceus, xxviii.

europsea, Pyrrhula, Ixxvi, xci, xcvi.

europajus, Oapriimilgus, xcvi.

eximius, Oaprimulgus, cv.

explorator, Monticola, xxxii.

extoni, Barbatula, xxi.

exulans, Uiomodea, cvi.

Falco peregrinus, Ixxxvi.



Vol. X.] cxii

I'arquhiiri, Cyanalcyon, xxix.

, Halcyon, xxix.

fasciatii, Glyciplula, xxix.

, Melospiza, xciii.

finscbi. IIsEmatopus, iv, v.

, Pitta, iii, iv.

fitzgerakli, Upucertliia, Ixiii.

flaminiceps, Pyromelana, vii.

ilavida, Cliloroclyta, xvii.

llavirostris, Cohimba, xxvii.

Uavotincta, Lalage, xxviii.

florentia;, Ptilopachys, rx'ii.

foetidus, Gymnoderus, Ixiii.

forbesi. Halcyon, vii.

Francoliuus albigularis, vi.

castaneicollis, xxxiii.

harwoodi, xxii.

icterorhynclius, xxii.

natalensis, xxii.

schnetti, xxii.

tctraoninas, xxii.

Fratcrcula arctica, Ixxviii, xcv.

freniantlei, Pseiidahcmon, cii.

Fringilla ca'lebs, ri, Ixxv, Ixxvi, xcii,

xciv.

inontifringilla, vi.

frugilegus, Trypaiiocorax, Ixxv,

Ixxxvii, xcvi.

Fulica atra. Ixxviii.

fuliginosa. Oeospiza, xciii.

Fuligiila fuligula, Ixxi.

f’liligiila, Fuligula, Ixxi.

fulvescens, Aquila, li, lii.

I’uscus, Cinclodes, Ixii.

, Kinpidias, xc.

, Ptilopachys, vi, cvii.

galaiaigoensis, Ncsopelia, Ixxxiv.

Galerita cristata, xc.

Gallinago gallinago, Ixix, Ixx, Ixxxiv.

major, Ixx.

gallinago, Gallinago, Ixix, Ixx, l.xxxiv.

Gallinula clilorui>us, Ixx, xev.

gatnbagaj. Bcssonornis, v.

, Cii.ssyplia, V.

ganibcnsi.s, l)ryosci'|)u8, vii.

garrctti, Jluscioaxicola, liv.

Garriilax pcctoralis, xlix.

scmiiorqiiata, xlix.

Garrulus glnndariu.s, Ixxii.

gamilns, Anqielis, Ixxii.

Gecinus c^inus, Ixxii.

grisleroruni, Fupcies, xxvi.

Gcnn.TUs albocristatus, Ixviii.

vvhitclieadi, xviii.

Gcociclila ]wpnei)sis, xliv.

Gcositla brcvirostris, Ixiii.

cunicularia, Ixiii.

Gcospiza fuliginosa, xciii.

giksoni, Chlorostilbon, Ixxxvi.

giffardi. Cossyplia, v.

, Heliocorys, v.

glacialis. Colymbus. vii

glacialoides, Priocella, cvi.

glandarius, Coccystes, c.

, Garrulus, Ixxii.

Glareula pralincola, Ixxxiv.

Glancopis wilsoni, Ixxii.

glauciis, Pbalacrooorax. liii.

Glycipbila fasciata, xxix.

notabilis, xxix.

goertan, Mesopicus, vii.

Goura coronata. Ixxxiii.

\ictoria% Ixxxiii.

gracilis, Burnesia, c.

Grallaria picata, v.

grallari”, Cyniodroma, cvi.

grauunica, Choudestes, xciii.

grayi, Chenorhainplius, c.

grcgaria, Chatusia, xv.

grisea, Muscisaxicola, Iv.

griseatus, Capri mtilgus, xxi.

grisesecns, Clytorliynclms, xxix.

grylle, Uria, Ixxviii.

gubornator, Lanins, vii.

Gymnodorus foetidus, Iviii.

Il!craato])Us rmsclii, iv, v.

longirostris, iv, v.

ost ralegus, xcv.

rei.scbeld, iv.

unicolor, Ixxxiv.

liaiTiana, Sipbia, xxxvi.

Halcyon clielieuti, vii.

farqnbari, xxix.

lencopygius, xxix.

forbesi, vii.

bamilloni, Hclianibea, xlviii.

Harpacles erytbrocc])balus, xxxvii.

bainanns, xxxvii.

bartlaubi, Lissotis, xxxix.

harwoodi, Francoliuus, xxii.

bastata, Aquila, lii.

bausburgi, Cainpolbera, xxxvi.

bclenre, Parotia, c.

Helianlbca bainiltoui, xlviii.

lutetiffi, xlviii.

Heliocorys giffardi, v.

inodesta, v.

Heliodoxa jamesoni, xxxix.

Heinipbaga novjc-zcalandia‘, Ixxxiii.

Hcnicornis jibocnicura, Ixiii.

wallisi, Ixiii.

bildcgardfe, Eiqn’inodcs, xxviii.

Hiiiiantopns niclas, Ixxxiv.

Hirundo rustica. Ixxiii, Ixxxvii, Ixxxviii

nrbica, Ixxiii.

bortcnsis, Sylvia, Ixxiii.
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hortulana, Embcriza, xciii.

Hyphantomis camburui, xxxv.

cucullatus, vii.

xanthops, xxxv.
bypogrnmmica, Pytelia, vii.

bypospoclia, Piuarochroa, xxxvi.

icterica, Xenocicbla, xxvii.

ictericus, Andi-opadus, xxvii.

icterorbyncha, Scops, Ivi, Ivii.

icterorbyncbus, Francolinus, xxii.

icterus, Serimis, vii.

iliacus, Turdus, Ixxv.

impennis, PLautus, xxxiii.

iniperatrix, Eugenia, xxxix.

impejanns, Lopbopbonis, Ixxix.

iiicerta, (Estrelata, cvi.

Indicator conirostris, xxxix.

lovati, xxxix.

minor, xxxix.

Irrisor senegalensis, vii.

isabellinus, Turtur, xcvi.

jacksoni, Parisoma, xxviii.

jamesoni, Heliodoxa, xxxix.

japonica, Pbolinia, xx.xi.

jardinei, Astur, Ivi.

jugularis, Eiilanipis, Ixxxvi.

kaupi. Arses, Ixiv.

kocbi. Pitta, iii.

kuebni. Pitta, iii.

Ifctissimus, Andropadiis, xxvii.

Lagopus mutus, Ixxx.

scoticus, Ixviii, Ixxx, xcv.

Lalage banksiana, xxxviii.

flavotincla, xxviii.

pacifica, xl.

sbarpei, xl.

lamellifer, Anastoinus, c.

Lamprocolius purpureus, vii.

Laniprotoniis aeneus, Ixxxviii.

Laniarius bakbakiri, xxxi.

poliocepbalus, vii.

Lanius collaris, xxx.

excubitor, Ixxiii.

gubernator, vii.

nubicus, c.

lapponica, Limosa, xliv.

Larus dominicanus, xxxiii.

larvata, Paroaria, xciii.

latoucbii. Scops, Ivi, Ivii.

lavvesi, Parotia, c.

letti. Bubo, Iv.

, Scops, Iv.

leucogaster, Pbolidauges, vii.

leucogenys, Melanobucco, xxi.

leucopterus, Pams, vii.

Liguriuus cbloris, Ixxv, xci.

Limo.sa lapponica, xliv.

melanura, Ixx.

Linota cannabina, Ixxvi.

Lissotis bartlaubi, xxxix.

lovati, xxxix.

melanogaster, xxxix.

Locustolla no3via, Ixxxix.

lomvia, Uria, Ixxviii.

longicauda, Elminia, vii.

longirostris, Hteinatopiis, iv, v.

Lopbopborus impeyauus, Ixxix.

refulgens, Ixxix.

loria;. Pitta, iv.

lovati. Indicator, xxxix.

, Lissotis, xxxix.

Loxia curvirostra, Ixxvi.

lucidus, Bubulcus, Ivi.

lugens, Parisoma, xxviii.

lugubris, Motacilla, Ixxxvii.

Lullula arborea, Ixxiv.

Lusciniola abyssinica, xix.

mandeUii, xix.

tboracica, xix.

lutetiae, Heliantbea, xlviii.

Lyrurus tetrix, xcvii.

mackiuderi. Bubo, xxviii.

mackloti. Pitta, iii, iv.

macrodipterus, Macrodipteryx, vii.

Macrodipteryx macrodipterus, vii.

maculata, Aquila, Hi.

magniflca, Dipbyllodes, Ixxxvii.

, Nyctioorax, xviii.

Majaqueus ffiquinoctialis, xxxiii, cvi,

major, Dendropicus, xcvii.

, Gallinago, Ixx.

, Ortbotomus, xx.

mandarina, Merula, xlviii.

mandellii, Lusciniola, xix.

mantelli. Apteryx, Ixx vii.

mantoui, Lopliophorus, Ixxix.

Mareca penelope, Ixxviii.

margarita;, Sporcegintbus, xx.

maritiinus, Agriornis, Iv, Ixiv.

medius, Dendropicus, xcvii.

Melajnornis edoloides, vii.

Melanobucco leucogenys, xxi.

undatus, xxi.

melanoderus, Pbrygilus, Ixiv.

melanogaster, Lissotis, xxxix.

melanogastra, Oymodroma, cvi.

melanonotus, Porpbyrio, Ixxviii.

melanopbrys, Diomedea, xxxiii, cvi.

melanura, Limosa, Ixx.

, jMyrmecocicbla, xxii.

melas, lliinantopus, Ixxxiv.

meleagris, Numida, Ixxxiii.
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Mclittopliagus batesianus, xlix.

cyunostictus, xxvi.

meridional is, xxvi.

muelleri, xlix.

nortlicotti, xlix.

pusillus, vii, xxvi.

sliarpei, xxvi.

Melopsittacus undulatus, Ixxxvi.

Melospiza fasciata, xciii.

raeneliki, Orioliis, xix.

Menura, c.

Merganser serratus, xvii.

meridionalis, Melittophagus, xxvii.

, Nestor, Ixxxv.

Merops, c.

batesiano, xlviii.

muelleri, xlviii.

north cotti, xlviii.

Merula mandarina, xlviii. *

merula, Ixxiv, Ixxxix, xevi, ciii.

Mesopicus goertan, vii.

migrans, Milvus, c.

migratorius, Turdus, Ixxxix.

Miliaria miliaria, xcii, xevi.

miliaria, Emberiza, Ixxvi.

, Miliaria, xcii, xevi.

Milvus migrans, c.

minima, Spermopbila, xciii.

minor, Eudvptula, Ixxvii.

, Indicator, xxxix.

Miro australis, Ixxxix.

modesta, Bessonornis, v.

, Ileliocorys, v.

modularis, Accentor, Ixxiii.

, Tharrhaleus, xevi, ciii.

moBsta, Saxicola, xvii.

molitor, Cinclodes, Ixii.

mollis, QHstrelata, cvi.

mollissimn, Somateria, Ixxi.

raonachus, Oriolus, xix.

monedula, Coloeus, Ixxv, Ixxxvii.

mongolicus, Phasianus, xcvii.

montanus. Passer, Ixxv, xci.

Monticola explorator, xxxii.

montifringilla, Fringilla, vi.

montiuin, Silta, xxxvii.

morio, Amydnis, xxxi.

mosquitos, Chrysolumpis, Ixxxvi.

Molacilla alba, Ixxiv, Ixxxvii.

eapensis, xxx.

lugubris, Ixxxvii.

muelleri, Melittophagus, xlviii.

,
Merops, xlix.

murinus, Apus, vi.

Muscisaxicola garretti, liv.

grisca, Iv.

hateberi, Iv.

musicus, Turdus, Ixxiv, Ixxxix.

Musopbaga violacea, vi.

mutuB, Lagopu.s, Ixxx.

Myiadestes coracinus, lix.

Myrmecocicbla dubia, xxii.

melanura, xxii.
I

na;via, Locustella, Ixxxix.

Nasiterna bniijni, ci.

natalensis, Francolinus, xxii.

neglecta, Ohlorodyta, xvii.

Neoscolopax rocluisseni, xvi.

Nesopelia galapagoensis, Ixxxiv.

Nestor meridionalis, Ixxxv.

Nettion erecca. Ixxviii.

nicobarica, Caloenas, Ixxxiii.

nigra, Coracopsis, Ixxxvi.

nigricans, Galerita, xcviii.

, Ptiloeorys, xcviii.

nigrofumosus, Cinclodes, Ixii.

nisus Accipiter, Ixxi.

nivalis, Olioii, xv.

noctua, Athene, Ixxi.

nortlicotti, Melittophagus, xlviii.

, Merops, xlix.

notabilis, Gljxiphila, xxix.

novas-bibernicre. Pitta, iv.

noviB-bollandia;, Trichoglossus, l.xxii,

Ixxxv, Ixxxvi.

novai-zealandiJE, Anthus, Ixxxix.

, Hemiphaga, Ixxxiii.

, Prostheinadera, Ixxxviii, Ixxxix.

, Thinornis, Ixxxiv.

nubicus, Lanius, c.

Numenius arquatus, Ixxi.

Numida meleagris, Ixxxiii.

Nycticorax magnifica, xviii.

obiensis, Eos, xvi.

obscurus, Anthus, Ixxiv.

oceanicus, Oceanites, cvi.

Oceanites oceanicus, cvi.

Ocydromus australis, Ixx, l.xxix.

carli, Ixxix.

QDdicnemus alTinis, xix.

dodsoni, xix.

cenantbo, Saxicola, Lxxiii, Ixxxviii.

Gistrelata cooki, Ixxxiv.

iiicerta, cvi.

mollis, cvi.

olivaceus, Turdus, xxxi.

olivei, Turnix, xliii.

oreobates, Cinclodes, Ixii.

Oreocicbla varia, xlvii.

Oreoeca cristata, Ixiv.

Oriolus auratus, vii.

meiieliki, xix.

monaebus, xix.

Orlliotomus crytbroptorus, xx.

major, xx.

Ortyx virginianus, Ixix.
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oryzivora, Padcla, xciv.

ostralf'gu'i, Hsematopus, xcv.

Otoeorys balcanica, liii.

oustaleti, Cinclodea, Ixii.

oweni, Apteryx, Ixviii, Ixxvii.

pafhyeephaloides, Clytorliynclnis,

xxix.

pachyrbynclius, Oatarrliactes, Ixxvii.

pacifica, Lalage, xl.

Padcla oryzivora, xciv.

Palaeornis cyanoceplialus, l.xxii, Ixxxv.

docilis, vii.

torqiiatus, Ixxii.

jjalliceps, Pitta, iv.

pallidipes, Siphia, xxxvi.

palumbarius, Astur, Ixxi.

palumbus, Columba, Ixix, xcvi.

papua, Pygoscelis, Ixxi.

papnensis, Geocichla, xliv.

Parisoina jacksoni, xxviii.

lugens, xxviii.

Paroaria larvata, xciii.

Parotia duivenbodei, c.

belen;i3. c.

laTOsi, c.

sefil.ata, c.

Parus cieruleus. Ixxiv, xo.

leueoplerus, vii.

Passer arcuatus, xxx.

doinosticus, Ixxv, xci, xciv, xcvi.

montanus, Ixxv, xci.

patacbonicus, Cinclodes, Ixii.

Pavoncella pugna.x, Ixxxiv.

pectoralis, Eclectus, ii.

-, Garrulax, xlix..

polasgia, Chcctura, liv.

penelope, Marcea, Ixxviii.

percivali, Telepbonus, 1,

Perdix daurica, xcvii.

perdix, Ixix, Ixxxi, Ixxxii, xcv,

xcvii.

perdix, Perdix, Ixix, Ixxxi, Ixxxii, xcv,

xcvii.

peregrinus, Palco, Ixxxvi.

Petroica toitoi, Ixxxix.

Petronia dentata, vii.

Pbalacrocorax capensis, xxxiii.

carbo, Ixxvii.

chalconotus, lii, liii.

glaiicus, liii.

punctatus, Ixxi.

Pbaaianus colcbicus, xvii, Ixviii, Ixxx,

Ixxxiii, xcv.

raongolicus, xcvii.

Pheasant, Bohemian, Ixxx.

pboenicotis, Estrikla, vii.

phoenicura, ITcnicornis, Ixiii.

Pboliclaugcs leucogaster, vii.

Photinia japonica, xxxi.

Plirygilus niolanoderus, Ixiv.

princetonianus, Ixiv.

Pbylloscopus afllnis, xxxvii.

subadlnis, xxxvii.

trochilus, Ixxiii.

Pica pica, Ixxii, Ixxxvii.

pica, Pica, Ixxii, Ixxxvii.

picata, Grallina, v.

pilaris, Turdus, Ixxv, Ixxxix, xcvi.

Piuarochroa ernesti, xxxv.

hypospoclia, xxxv.

Pitta ccerulea, xxxiii.

cteruleitorques, iii.

celebensis, iv.

cyanonota, iii.

dohertyi, iii.

erythrogastra, iv.

fluschi, iii.

kocbi, iii.

kuehni, iii.

lorire, iv.

mackloti, iii.

novaj-hibernicm, iv.

palliceps, iv.

propinqna, iv.

rubrinucha, iii.

Placitus inipennis, xxxiii.

pluraatus, Prionops, vii.

Podicipes cristatus, xxxiii.

PcEOceplialus versteri, vi.

Pogonorbynchus dubius, vi.

poliocephalus, Laniarius, vii.

poliosoma, Agriornis, Iv.

pomarina, Aquila, lii.

Porphyrio melanonotus, Ixxviii.

pratensis, Anthus, Ixxiv.

Pratincola rubetra, Ixxiv, Ixxxviii.

pratincola, Glareola, Ixxxiv.

Priocella glacialoides, cvi.

Priollnus cinereus, cvi.

Prion desolatns, cvi.

Prionops pliimatus, vii.

pristoptera, Psalicloprocne, xx.

Promerops caiFer, xxxii.

propinqna, Pitta, iv.

Prostheinadera novre-zealandia3,

Ixxxviii, Ixxxix.

Psalicloprocne blanfordi, xx.

pristoptera, xx.

Pseuclalsemon delamerei, eii.

fremantlei, eii.

Psittacus erytbacus, Ixxii.

variegatus, xvi.

Ptilocorys cristatus, xcviii.

nigricans, xcviii.

senegalensis, xcviii.

Ptilopachys florentire, cvii.

fuscuB, vi, cvii.
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Puffinus yolkouanus, xviii.

pugnax, Pavoncella, Ixxxiv.

punctata, Oampotliera, vii.

punctatus, Phalacrocorax, Ixxi.

purpureus, Lamprocolius, vii.

pusillus, Melittophagus, vii, xxvi.

Pycnonotus barbatus, vii.

capensis, xxxi.

Pygoscelis papua, Ixxi.

Pyromelana flammiceps, vii.

Pyrrhula europiea, Ixxvi, xci, xcvi.

Pyrrbuloxia sinuata, Ixxvi.

Pyr.elia ansorgei, xxvi.

hypogramniica, vii.

sbarpei, xxvi.

querquedula. Anas, Ixxi.

quoyi, Cracticus, xl.

Rallus aquaficus, Ixx, Ixxix.

Eatitaj, cvi.

refulgens, Lopbophorus, Ixxix.

regia, Diomedoa, cvi.

reinwardti, Crateropus, vii.

reiscbeki, ILematopua, iv.

Rbainpboccebis braailius, Ixvii, xciii.

Rbea ainericana, Ixxvii.

Rhipidura sancta, xxix.

verreauxi, xxix.

riedeli, Eclectus, ii.

riparia, Clivicola, Ixxiii, xcvii.

rocbussoni, Neo.scolopax, xvi.

roratiia, Eclectus, ii.

rubeciila, Eritbsxcus, Ixxiii, xc, xciv.

rubotra, Pnitincola, Ixxiv, Ixxxviii.

rubra, Eos, xvi.

rubriniicbn. Pitta, iii.

ruf'a, Caccabis, Ixxxii.

rufescens, Acantbis, xci.

, Cracticus, xl.

, Scops, Ivi.

ruflpennis, Aplonis, xxviii.

rustica, Ilirundo, Ixxii.

ruticilla, Setopbaga, xc.

sabinei, Cbretura, liii.

sancta, Rbipidura, xxix.

saturata, Scolopax, xvi.

saturatior, Upucertbia, Ixiii.

Sancerottea cyanifrons, xvi.

Saxicola cumniingi, xvii.

incesta, xvii.

oenanthe, Ixxiii, Ixxxviii.

xantbopryinna, xvii.

scnpulatus, Corvus, xxxii.

scbistaceus, Euprinodes, xxviii.

Scliizorbis africanus, vi.

scblegcli, Gatarrbactc.s, Ixxvii.

scbccniclus, Embcriza, Ixxvi, xcvi.

scbuetti, Francolinus, xxii.

Scolopax rusticula, Ixxxiv, Ixxxv.

saturata, xvi.

Scops icterorbyncba, Ivi, Ivii.

latoucbei, Ivi, Ivii.

lettii, Iv.

rufescons, Ivi.

scoticus, Lagopus, Ixviii, l.xxx, xcv.

secretarius, Scrpeutarius, x.xxii.

sefdata, Parotia, c.

seinitorquata, Garrulax, xlix.

seinitorquatus, Turtnr, vi.

senegalensis, Centropus, vi.

, Cinnyris, vii.

, Galerita, xcviii.

, Irrisor, vii.

, Ptilocorys, xcviii.

, Turtur, xxx.

senegalus, Telepbonus, vii.

spptentrionalis, Oolymbus, vii.

Serinus butyraceus, vii.

icterus, vii.

Serpentarius secretarius, xxxii.

serratus. Merganser, xvii.

Setopbaga ruticilla, xc.

sbarpei, Lalage, xl.

, Molittopbagus, xxvii.

simoni, Dendropiciis, xxxviii.

sinuata, Pyrrbuloxia, Ixxvi.

Sipbia bainana, xxxvi.

pallidipes, xxxvi.

Sitagra bracbyptcra, vii.

capensis, xxxi.

Sitta inontium, xxxvii.

yunnanensis, xxxvii.

Siva cyanuroptera, xxxviii.

Bordida, x.xxviii.

wingatei, xxxviii.

Somateria inollissima, Ixxi.

sordida, Siva, xxxviii.

sparsiinstriatus, Cinclodos, Ixii.

Spatula clypcala, Ixxi.

.Spcnnopbila minima, xciii.

Spbciiiscus deincrsus, xxxiii.

Spizaiitus alboniger, xxxiii.

S])izocorys atbcnsis, ci.

conirostris, ci.

Sporajgintbus margaritos, xx.

Spreo superbus, xxxiii.

stellaria, Rotaurus, xxxiii.

stellatus, Caprimulgus, xxi.

Stellula calliope, xxxix.

striata, Uroloncba, xciii.

Sturnus vulgaris, Ixxii, Ixxxviii.

subafllnis, P)iyllosco]>us, xxxvii.

subalaris, Xenojiipn, xxvii.

sulcirostris, Crotopbaga, Ixxxvi.

superbus, Spreo, xxxiii.

Bvrain.soni, Circus, c.
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Sylvia cinerea, Ixxiii.

hortensis, Ixxiii.

tajnioltcma, Campothera, xxxvi.

Telephouus blanfordi, xlix.

percivali, xlix.

senegalus, vii.

tenebrosa, Agyrtria, xv.

Terpsiphone cristata, vii.

viridis, vii.

Tetrao tetrix, xvii, Ixviii, Ixxix, Ixxxi.

urogallus, Ixviii, xcv.

tetraoniuus, Franeolinus, xxii.

Tetrastes bonasia, Ixix, Ixxx.

tetrix, Lyrurus, xcvii.

, Tetrao, xvii, Ixviii, Ixxix, Ixxxi.

Thalassogeron clilororhynchus, cvi.

culminatus, cvi.

Tharrhaleus modularis, xcvi, ciii.

Thinornis uovfe-zealandiaj, Ixxxiv.

thomensis, Ohfetura, liii.

thoracica, Lusciniola, xix.

tinnunculus, Cerchneis, Ixxi.

toitoi, Petroiea, Ixxxix.

torda, Alca, Ixxi.

torquatus, Palteoriiis, Ixxii.

Tricboglossus novte-hollandiaj, Ixxii,

Ixxxv.

trochilus, Phylloscopus, Ixxiii.

troglodytes, Anorthura, Ixxiv, Ixxxix.

troile, Uria, Ixxi, xcv.

Trypanocorax frugilegus, xcvi, Ixxv,

Ixxxvii.

Turdus iliacus, Ixxv.

migratorius, Ixxxix.

musieus, Ixxiv, Ixxxix.

olivaceus, xxxi,

pilaris, Ixxv, Ixxxix, xcvi.

viscivorus, Ixxv, Ixxxix, xcvi.

Turnix castanouota, xliii.

olivei, xliii.

Turtur cambayensis, Ixxxiii.

capicola, xxx.

isabellinus, xcvi.

semitorquatus, vi.

senegalensis, xxx.

turtur, xcvi.

turtur, Turtur, xevi.

Tympanuchus americanus, Ixix.

undatus, Melanobucco, xxi.

undulatiis, Melopsittacus, Ixxxvi.

unicolor, Hmmatopus, Ixxxiv.

Upucerthia darwini, Ixiii.

Upucertbia dumetoria, Ixiii.

fitzgeraldi, Ixiii.

saturatior, Ixiii.

validirostris, Ixiii.

urbica, Hirundo, Ixxiii.

Uria gryile, Ixxviii.

lomvia, l.xxviii.

troile, Ixxi, xcv.

Urocissa whitehead! ,
xviii.

urogallus, Tetrao, Ixviii, xcv.

Uroloncha striata, xciii.

Ilrubitiuga urubitinga, liii.

urubitinga, Urubitinga, liii.

validirostris, Upucerthia, Ixiii.

Vanellus vanellus, Ixx.

vanellus, Vanellus, Ixx.

varia, Oreocichla, xlvii, xlviii.

variegata, Eos, xvi.

variegatus, Psittacus, xvi.

vatensis, Clytorhynchus, xxix.

verreauxi, Ehipidura, xxix.

versteri, Poeocephalus, vi.

victoriffi, G-oura, Ixxxiii.

vina, Columba, xxvii.

violacea, Musophaga, vi.

virginianus, Ortyx, Ixix.

viridis, Oentropus, Ixxxvi.

, Terpsiphone, vii.

viscivorus, Turdus, Ixxv, Ixxxix, xcvi.

vitriolina, Calliste, xciii.

vulgaris, Sturnus, Ixxii, Ixxxviii.

wallisi, Henicornis, Ixiii.

westermanni, Eclectus, ii.

whiteheadi, Gennmus, xviii.

, Urocissa, xviii.

wilsoni, Chlorodrepanis, xc.

, Glaucopis, Ixxii.

wingatei, Siva, xxxviii.

xanthops, Hyphantornis, xxxv.

xanthoprymna, Saxicola, xvii.

xanthosticta, Barbatula, xxi.

Xenocichla icterica, xxvii.

Xenopipo atronitens, xxvii.

subalaris, xxvii.

yelkouanus, Puffinus, xlviii.

yunnanensis, Sitta, xxxvii.

Zanzibari, Dendropicus, xxxviii.

Zosterops cmrulescens, lx.xxix.
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BULLETIN

OF THE

BRITISH ORNITHOLOGISTS’ CLUB.

No. I.XV.

The sixty-fourth Meeting of the Club was held at the

Restaurant Fraseati^ 32 Oxford Street, on Wednesday, the

18th of October, 1899.

%

Chairman : P. Crowley.

Members present :—B. Alexander, E. Bidavell, J. L. Bon-

HOTE, A. F. Crossman, W. E. de Winton {Treasurer),

Dr. F. D. Drewitt, J. Gerrard, F. H. C. Gould,

E. Hartert, Major A. P. Loyd, B. W. Martin, H. Munt,

E. Neale, R. Nesham, E. W. Oates, C. E. Pearson,

H. J. Pearson, F. Penrose, M.D., A. D. Sapsworth,

H. Saunders, H. Scherren, F. C. Selous, F. Sharman,

R. Bowdler Sharpe {Editor'), W. B. Tegetmeier, H. M.
Wallis, L. W. Wiglesworth, L. A. Williams, H. F.

WiTHERBY, A. F. R. Wollaston.

Visitor : C. B. Horsbrugh.

The Chairman stated that the Committee had suggested

the following as Officers of the Club for this Session, and

they were elected ;

—

Secretary and Treasurer ; Mr, W. E. de Winton, in

place of Mr. H. Saunders, who resigned.

New Members of Committee : Mr. E. Bidavell, in tlie

\_Octoher 31ai, 1899.] A'OL. X,
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place of Dr. F. Penrose, who retired by rotation
;

and

]\Ir. E. Hartert, in the place of Mr. de Winton.

Chairman : P. L. Sclater, F.R.S.

Vice-Chairmen I

II. J. Pearson.

)
II. Saunders.

A vote of thanks to Mr. Howard Saunders for his

services as Treasurer since the foundation of the Club

was proposed by Mr. E. Bidwell, seconded by Dr. Bowdler
Sharpe, and carried by acclamation.

The lion. Walter Rothschild sent for exhibition a pair

of Eclectus westermanni, Bp., and made the following

I’emarks :

—

“ Dr. A. B. Meyer and Dr. Bowdler Sharpe have both

expressed their opinion that E. ivestermanni is an aberration

of E. riedeli, Meyer, produced by being kept in captivity
;

and consequently this idea has been generally adopted as a

fact, in spite of the contrary opinion held by Count Salvador!

in the ‘ Catalogue of Birds.

^

A few weeks ago a consignment of ten Eclecius wester-

manni arrived in London alive, of which six were males and

four females, the latter sex being hitherto unknown. The

discovery of the female disposes at once of the fiction that

this excellent species could be an aberration of E. riedeli,

for it has a blue collar and therefore belongs to the E. roratus

section.

‘'The male differs from all the other species in being

entirely green on the breast, while the others (including

E. riedeli) have a large patch of red on the sides of breast.

(Specimens of E. roratus, E. pectoralis, E. cardinalis, and

E. Cornelia were exhibited.)

“ The female of E. westermanni is similar to the female of

E. pectoralis, but differs in having a blue collar and dull

purple lower breast, while E. pectoralis has both collar and

breast of the same bright blue colour. The under tail-

coverts are also of a much darker and duller red. Tlie rins:O
of blue round the eyes of E. pectoralis is also absent in

E. westermanni. Both sexes are likewise much smaller than

E. pectoralis.^'
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Of the ten specimens mentioned above, Mr. Rothschild

has three males and one female alive. The other six died,

and a stuffed male and female were exhibited. Mr. Roth-

schild hoped to secure one more female, which had been

mounted, but the remaining two males and one female had

been destroyed.

The habitat of the species was still unknown.

The Hon. Walter Rothschild also exhibited specimens

of all the species of Pitta belonging to the red-bellied

section of that genus in the ‘^Catalogue of Birds,'*

excepting P. cceruleitorques, which he did not possess. He
observed :

—

“ Of all these forms, Pitta ruhrinucha by its red nape,

P. kochi by its large size, and P. dohertyi by its broad black

pectoral collar and black ring round the neck, are the most

distinct.

“ The best known and the most widely distributed is

probably P. mackloti, which inhabits nearly the whole

of New Guinea, Waigiu, Salwatti, Mysol, and—according

to Salvadori, Sclater, and others—also the Aru Islands,

Cape York, New Britain, and the Key islands. From the

latter locality Count Salvadori had no adult specimens when

he wrote his great work
;
but I have now a fine series, and

find that the species is not P. mackloti, but as different

as many of the other forms of this group. In Pitta

kuehni—as I propose to name the form inhabiting the Key
Islands and Koer— the blue of the chest extends over

the sides of the chest and breast (where there is a green

patch in P. mackloti) and is continued in a narrow blue

ring round the upper back. The feathers on the sides of

the chest appear to be somewhat more elongated than in

P. mackloti. Adult birds have some blue on the crown—

a

character which is rather rare in P. mackloti.

“Pitta finschi, described by Ramsay from the Astrolabe

Range, is the Pitta of the D’Entrecasteaux Islands ;
and

Elliot is quite wrong in placing P. finschi as a synonym of

P. cyanonota from Ternate. The latter has the head reddish
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brown, tlie throat pale browni, while P. finschi is rightly

described by Ramsay as having the bead dark reddish

chocolate-brown and the throat black, and the measurements

are much larger. The locality ^Astrolabe Range’ is probably

wrong.

“ P. loria, Salvad., is another form which has hitherto been

very little known. It differs from P. mackloti in its uniform

dark-brown head, nape, and hind-neck. It occurs near

^lilue Bay, S.E. New Guinea, Avliere it seems to replace the

common P. mackloti. The green-backed females of his

P. finschi mentioned by Ramsay, and considered by Finsch

to belong to P. mackloti, were most likely specimens of

P. lories.

“Pitta novee-hibernicce from New Hanover and New Ire-

land has been wrongly confused with P. mackloti.

“ P. painceps h certainly very closely allied to P. celehensis,

and the distinctness of P. propinqua from P. e^ijthrogastra is

very doubtful.”

Mr. Rothschild also sent for exhibition a specimen of an

Oyster-catcher, which he proposed to call :

—

“ IlyEMATOPUS REISCHEKI, Sp. n.

“ ^ ad. Differs from H. longiro.stris,\'\c\\\., and H. finschi,

Martens, at first sight in having the lower back and rump

black and not white, and the upper tail-coverts being mixed

black and white, not white. The bill is much longer than in

a scries of twenty-three specimens of H. longirostris in the

Tring Museum, and appears stouter than in New Zealand

speeiraeus.

“ Culmen 102 mm., wing 270, tarsus GO.

“ H. longirostris, J ad. Culmen 75-85 mm., wing 2-15-255,

tarsus 55.

“ The type was shot in June 1885 at Kaiparu, New Zealand,

by A. Reischek.

“ H. finschi of Martens (Orn.Monatsb. 1897, p. 190) ajipcars

from the description to agree with two birds collected by

Baron von Hiigel at Freshwater Creek, Canterbury, New
Zealand, and another from Kaipoi, Canterbury. These birds.



V [Vol. X.

however, vary among themselves in the amount of white on

the quills, whieh is the clistinetion given by Herr Martens
;

and this variation in the amount of white leads me to eon-

sider that his H. finschi and the three birds from Baron von

Hiigel are only aberrations of H. longirostrisJ’

Mr. Ernst Hautert reeorded the oceurrenee of a speeimen

of Grallina picata on the little island of Koer in the Key
group.

Mr. Hartert also exhibited the types of three new birds

eolleeted near Gambaga, Gold Coast Hinterland, whieh he

named and eharaeterized as follows :

—

CoSSYPHA GIFFARDI, Sp. n.

Similar to C. alhicapilla from Senegambia, but differing in

having much narrower white tips to the feathers of the

crown and occiput, so that these parts do not appear white,

but black with white crescentic bars. Wings and tail longer

than in C. alhicapilla. Wing 135-137 mm., tail 145-148.

Sexes alike. This form is probably a representative of

C. alhicapilla.

HeLIOCORYS MODESTA GIFFARDI, Sp. n.

Closely allied to H. modesta, of which it is evidently only

a sub-species, but differs in being altogether paler and more

sandy in coloration
;
the breast is less heavily spotted with

black, the underside paler, the wing 2 or 3 mm. shorter.

Bessonornis (? Cossypha) gambag^e, sp. n.

Very similar to Bessonornis modesta, Shelley, from Nyasa-

land, but differing in its rusty rufous flanks and under tail-

coverts. The lateral rectrices have not a complete bar across

the tips, but only an elongate blackish mark on the outer

webs and a small blackish spot on the inner web of the

outermost rectrix. The wing-quills and larger wing-coverts

have pale rusty-brown edges, and the upper surface is paler.

Wing and tail 3 or 4 mm. shorter.

Mr. C. B. Horsbrugh exhibited a series of photographs

of nests and eggs taken on the Smolen Islands and in the
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Sundal Valley iu Northern Norway. An interesting series

of the nests of Frinyilla montifringUla and F. coilebs from

the latter locality was also shown.

Mr. ScHERREN exhibited photographs of a young Cuckoo

taken at two separate stages of its work of ejecting a young

Titlark from a nest. Though the fact of such ejection has

been w'ell established, the photographs were of considerable

interest as supplying incontrovertible evidence on the subject.

The nest was found and watched by Mr. John Craig, a Scotch

amateur naturalist, and the photographs were kindly sent by

Mr. Peat Millar, of Beith, N.B., for exhibition.

On the proposition of Mr. II. J. Pearson it was unani-

mously agreed that a lantern evening should be held at

the meeting in January next.

Dr. BowmLER Sharpe read a letter from Dr. J. von

Madarasz and exhibited a specimen of the Pale Swift, Apus

murinus (Brehm), which he had shot near Piume. The

specimen was decidedly small, as were all those procured by

Dr. von Madarasz, but Dr. Sharpe stated that similar small

individuals were to be noted from Spain and other portions

of the bird^s range.

Dr. Bowdler Sharpe exhibited some interesting specimens

of birds obtained by Colonel Henry P. Northcott at Gambaga

and in the Hinterland of the Gold Coast. The following

was a list of the species met with by Colonel Northcott, and

a reference is given to the page of Prof. Reichenow’s well-

known paper on the adjoining country of Togo-Laud {” Zur

Vogelfauna von Togo,^^ J. f. O. 1897, pp. 1-57) ;
—

From Gambaga :

1. Turtur semitorquatus (p. G)
;

2. FnmcuHnus a/biyularis
;

3. Ptilopachys fuscus (p. 9) ;
4. PceocephaJus versteri (p. 13) ;

5. Musophaga vioJacea (p. 13) ; G. Schizorhis ofricanus

(p. 14); 7. Centropus senegaJensis 14) ; 8. Pogonorhyuchus
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duhius (p. 17); 9. Campothera puyiciata (p, 18); 10. Mesn-
picus goertan (p. 18) ; 11. Halcyon chdicuti (p. 21) ;

12.

Halcyon forhesi (p. 21) ;
13. Macrodipteryx macrodipterus

(p. 24) ;
14. Irrisor senegalensis (p. 24) ;

15. Meloenornis

edoloides) 16. Ehninia longicauda (p. 27); 17. Terpsiphone

cristata {T. viridis, p. 27); 18. Priunops phimatus (p. 30) ;

19. Dryoscopus gambensis (p. 31) ; 20. Laniarius jjolioceplialus

(p. 32) ; 21. Telephonus senegalus (p. 32) ;
22. Lanins guber-

nator
;
23. Corvinella corvina (p. 34) ;

24. Buchanga assimilis
;

25. Ortolus auratus (p. 35) ;
26. Lamprocolius purpureus

(p. 35) ;
27. Pholidauges leucogaster (p. 36) ;

28. Sitagra

braclnjptera (p. 36) ;
29. Hypliantornis cucullatus (p. 37) ;

Pytelia hypogrammica
\ Z\. Estrilda phoenicotis {E. ben-

gala, p. 39) ; 32. Pyromelana flammiceps (p. 40) ;
33. Petronia

dentata
;

34. Serinus icterus {S. butyraceus, p. 41) ;
35.

Pycnonotus barbatus (p. 43) ; 36. Cinnyris senegalensis

(p. 46) ;
37. Parus leucopterus (p. 47) ; 38. Crateropus

reinwardti (p. 48, Ta£. ii. fig. 2).

At Walembele, Colonel Northcott obtained Palceornis

docilis and Melittophagus pusillus.

One of tlie most remarkable species exhibited was Lanius

gubernator, Hartl. J. f. O. 1882, p. 323, Taf. i. fig. 2, which

was previously known only from Equatorial Africa.

Mr. J. L. Bonhote exhibited a series of adult skins of

the Red-throated Diver {Colymbus septentrionalis) showing

the various stages of the moult, and pointing out that the

species had a distinct autumn dress before the moult, which

was assumed by a regular abrasion during the latter end

of the breeding-season. From the immature specimens

Mr. Bonhote pointed out that they moulted straight into

their adult dress, probably during their second winter.

Mr. Bonhote also exhibited two specimens in moult of the

Great Northern Diver [Colymbus glacialis), showing that in

this species the new feathers which grow at the autumn

moult are at first greyish, and assume immediately, by

change of colour, the characteristic dark background with

white spots.
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The next Meeting of the Club will be held on ^Vednesday,

the 22nd of NovTraberj 1899, at 8.30, at the Restaurant
Fraseati, 32 Oxford Street

;
the dinner at 7 p.m.

(Signed)

Philip Crowley, R. Bowdler Sharpe, W. E. de Winton,
Chairman. Editor. Sec. ^ Treas.

[N.B.—The Editor would be much obliged if his brother

ornithologists who have papers to read or specimens to

exhibit at any meeting of the Club would kindly give him
notice of the same a few days before the meeting, in order

that the communications may ap^iear on the Chairman’s

Agenda.” This is the second time of asking.—R. B. S.]
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Dr. Bowdler Sharpe handed round to the Meeting

facsimiles of two letters in Gilbert W'hite^s handwriting,

one addressed to Thomas Pennant and the other to the

Hon. Daiues Barrington.

The Chairman then gave his Annual Address to the

Club

Brother Members of the B. O. C.,

—

I thank you for the

honour you have done me by electing me Chairman for the

'{November 30th, 1899.J
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Eighth Session of this Club, and wish to express my regret

at not having been able to attend the first Meeting. I will,

however, take the opportunity now' afforded me by being

oceupant of the Chair for the first time this session to offer

you a few remarks on ornithological progress during the past

twelve months. I will speak first of some of the chief publica-

tions that have been issued since our last Meeting, of those

that are being planned or are in coui’se of process of publica-

tion, and lastly of some of the expeditions to foreign countries

that have attained or are likely to attain good ornithological

results.

First, as regards publications, I consider that one of the

most important of those that have appeared during the past

year is Dr. Dowdier Sharpe’s " Hand-list of Birds,’ the iilan

of which was announced to you some time since (see Bull,

vol. viii. p. xxiv), and the first volume of which has lately

been issued. When finished, there can be no doubt that the

new' ‘ Hand-list ’ will be of the greatest convenience to

working ornithologists. Besides giving an index to the

tAventy-seven volumes of the great ' Catalogue of Birds,’ it

will contain references to all the additional species described

during the progress of that work, and so form a complete
guide-book to all species of birds described up to the time of

its issue. It wdll, in fact, do for Birds what Dr. Trouessart,

in his lately-issued “^Catalogus Mainmalium,’ has attempted
to do for the Mammals. All that we could have wdshed, in

fact, is that we should not have to wait two more year’s for

its completion
; but this delay is, of course, unavoidable.

Another recent event of much ornithological importance
is the issue of the final number of the second edition of
Mr. Saunders’s 'Manual of British Birds.’ There can be
no greater proof of the increased attention now paid to the
study of birds in this country than the great popularity of

this excellent ' Manual, and, we may likewise add, of several

other recent works on British ornithology.

A third w'ork, issued this year, which I must not fail to '

mention, is Mr. Evans’s volume upon "Birds” in the series

of the 'Cambridge Natural History.’ As has been already
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observed, Mr. Evanses work contains a concentrated essence

of information on birds which will be most useful as a book
of reference to all students of our favourite science.

I should also like to congratulate Messrs. Wilson and
Evans on the completion of their ^ Aves Hawaiienses/ which
we have long been looking forward to. The strange avifauna

of this isolated group of islands was specially worthy of a

monograph.

Of equal importance in geographical ornithology are the

two admirable quarto volumes, published by Dr. A. B. Meyer
and Mr. L. A. Wiglesworth, on the ‘ Birds of Celebes,^

which have reached us since the commencement of our
last Session. As doubtful territory between the Oriental

and Australian Regions, Celebes is a locality of special

importance in the study of zoo-geography, and well worlhy
of the elaborate care and attention that these authors have

devoted to it.

I may also venture to allude to the recent completion of

Mr. Oates'’s handy little volumes on the Game-Birds of

India/ by the issue of the second part, and to the good

progress made by our Editor with Seebohm^s ‘ Monograph of

the Thrushes,^ the seventh part of which has lately appeared.

Now, turning to the forthcoming works actually in

progress, I may mention that our brother member. Dr. A.

C. Stark, has nearly passed through the press the first of

four volumes on the ‘ Birds of South Africa,’ which will

form a part of Mr. W. L. Sclater’s series on the fauna of

that portion of the Ethiopian Region. Both Mr. Layard’s

original volume and Dr. Sharpe’s new edition of it are, I

believe, long since out of print, and it is highly desirable

that a new and revised account of the birds of that country,

which is now, and is likely to remain, of such interest to us,

should be prepared. 1 believe I may truly say that Dr. Stark

is well qualified, from long personal experience with the avi-

fauna in question, to prepare such a work.

Mr. Rothschild’s illustrated monograph on the Casso-

waries is now also in a forward state, and will shortly be

published in the Zoological Society’s ^Transactions.’ It
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will be of great importance as comprising all the available

information respecting tins little-known and most interesting

group of birds, to wbicb the author has devoted particular

care and attention. I am also pleased to be ai)le to say

that the Trustees of the British Museum have authorized

Mr. E.AV. Oates to proceed with the printing of his Catalogue

of their uurivalled. collection of Birds’-eggs, and that the first

volume of it will shortly be ready.

As regards the expeditions to foreign countries which

have led, or are likely to lead, to good ornithological results,

I wish to call special attention to Mr. Boyd Alexander’s

journey up the Zambesi, which has led to most interesting

additions to our knowledge of the avifauna of the district

traversed by him. The first portion of Mr. Alexander’s

account of liis collection lias ah’eady appeared in ‘ The Ibis,’

and the second and final jiortions will be given in the suc-

ceeding numbers of our Journal. Of hardly less importance

are the recent contributions of Messrs. Rickett, Styan, and

La Touche to the avifauna of the Chinese province of Fohkien,

which are now in process of publication in the same periodical.

They show how much there is still to be done in the little-

known hill-regions of China, Avhen the latter can be safely

penetrated by European naturalists.

The expedition made by Mr. W. B. Ogilvie Grant and

Dr. H. O. Eorbes to Sokotra and the previously unvisited

island of Ab-dcl-Kuri has resulted in a large increase in our

knowledge of the zoology and botany of these localities,

where seven new species of birds were discovered. A full

account of the collections made, wdth many coloured plates

of the new species, will be shortly issued by the Committee

of the Liverpool Museum.

Another imperfectly-known district, wdiich has lately been

very successfully traversed, is the interior of the British

Protectorate of Aden, into whieh Messrs. A. Blayney

Percival and W. Dodson have lately made an expedition.

This has unfortunately cost the life of Mr. Dodson (a most

promising collector, and the younger brother of Mr. E.

Dodson, the naturalist who accompanied Dr. Donaldson
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Smith on his expedition to Lake Endolph), who, I regret

to say, died at Aden on the 20th of October last, after

the return of the expedition. The collection of birds,

which is in the hands of Mr. Ogilvie Grant, has only just

arrived and has not yet been fully examined. There are few

new species represented in it, but there are certainly many
of considerable interest. Mr. J. S. Budgett has lately

returned from a successful visit to our colony on the Eiver

Gambia. He also has made a collection of birds, whicli

have not yet been examined, hnt will certainly prove to

he of considerable value. Nor must' he omitted mention of

the second expedition to Lake Tanganyika, now being con-

ducted by Mr. J. E. S. Moore. Mr. Moore will devote

himself principally, of course, to the aquatic products of the

Lake, hut two of his companions, Mr. Berridge and

Mr. Mathews, are ardent ornithologists, and will pay special

attention to our branch of natural history. Except from

some of the German explorers, we have, as yet, but little

information concerning the bird-life of the Tanganyika

district, especially of the country northward of it, which

Mr. Moore’s expedition is planned to pass through on its

return journey. Mr. F. J. Jackson, C.B., may have little

time for ornithology, owing to his official duties in Uganda;

but that he is still able to devote a little leisure to his favourite

study is shown by the excellent series of papers now appearing

in ‘ The Ibis.’

This Meeting will presently have before it the descriptions

of several new species of birds by Mr. H. Weld Blundell

and Lord Lovat, discovered during their late adventurous

journey through Southern Abyssinia to Khartum. The

travellers lauded at Berbera in December 1898, traversed

Shoa, Southern Abyssinia, and the North Galla country,

struck the Blue Nile, which they followed as far as Roseires,

whence they proceeded by steamer to Khartum, and thence

by train to Cairo, which was reached in May 1899.

Their bird-collection contains 520 specimens representing

299 species, of which 11 are new; examples of many of the

species described by Ruppell, and known only by the types
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A special point of interest in this collection is tlie number of

birds previously only known from Eastern and Equatorial

Africa which have now been foiind in Southern Abyssinia,

This extremely interesting collection is being worked out by

IMr. Ogilvie Grant, and a paper on it will appear in the

January ‘ Ibis.^

Turning now to Asia, I have to record that Major

Wingate, starting from Shanghai, followed the Yang-tze-

kiang as far as Lake Tung-ting, wdience he took a south-

westerly course along the Yuen-kiang through Hoo-nan,

Kwei-chow, and Yun-nanto Bhamo. A Chinese taxidermist

accompanied him through this remarkable journey, and a

fine collection of birds has been forwarded to the British

Museum, where it is at present under examination. I may
add that a melancholy interest attaches to the beautiful

series of birds from the island of Hainan w'hich now' lies on

the table—the last, and one may almost say the dying,

contribution to ornithological knowledge made by that

sterling English naturalist, the late John Whitehead, whose

loss is sincerely mourned by myself and by all his brother

ornithologists throughout the world.

On the whole, therefore, I think, gentlemen, that there is

no reason that we should be at all dissatisfied Avith the

j)rcseiit progress of ornithological w'ork in the Eastern

Hemisphere. As regards the New' World, w'e may now

expect renewed exertions on the part of our fellow-w’orkers

on the other side of the Atlantic. They haA'C, 1 think I may

say, fairly exploited the northern portion of their continent,

and have for some time been extending their energies over

jMexico and Central America. In the Antilles they have

long been at work, and some fine series of birds from the

Neotropical Region have been accumulated by American

naturalists. Let us w'ish them every sort of siiccess in their

efforts, as in these days it is more than ever important that

the great Anglo-Saxon community should unite together in

every branch of work. But at the same time let us here

neglect no oj)portunity of extending our own knoAvledgc of
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Birds in tlie New as well as in the Old World. Even
as I write I hear of some important collections lately

arrived in this country, which show a renewed interest in

Neotropical ornithology.

Dr. Sharpe exhibited, on behalf of Mr. R. J. Ussher, a

specimen of the Larger Snow-Goose {Chen nivalis), whicli

had been shot near Belmullet in Co. Mayo. It belonged to

the collection of the well-known Irish naturalist, Mr. II.

Blake-Knox.

Mr. Howard Saunders exhibited a specimen of a Sociable

Plover {Chcetusia gregaria), which had been sent to him
for inspection by Mr. E. Williams, of Dublin. The bird

in question had been shot near Navan in Co. Meath on the

1st of August, 1899, and constituted the second occurrence of

the species within the area of the British Islands.

Mr. Ernst Hartert exhibited a new species of Humming-
bird, which he described as follows :

—

Agyrtria tenebrosa, sp. n.

Upper surface green
;
hind-neck and upper back with a

steel-blue gloss
;
crown of head violet-blue, greenish on the

forehead
;
longer upper tail-coverts greenish bronze. Rec-

trices deep steel-blue, almost black, the middle pair with a

faint bronzy gloss. Under surface of body glittering green,

the feathers of the chin and throat white before the metallic-

green tips, those of the abdomen blackish before the green

tips. Under tail-coverts dark bronzy-green. Feathers on

the tibia and metatarsus as well as tufts of fluffly feathers on

the sides of the belly dusky with whitish tips. Bill black,

the lower mandible flesh-colour (in skin), with the apical

third black. Wing 57-58, tail 38, central rectrices 31,

bill 21 mm.
Two specimens found in Bogota collections : the type

in Mr. Rothschild^s Museum ;
another in Mr. DunstalFs

collection.
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Obs. In general coloration this species is very much like

Saucerottea cya7iifrons (Bourc.), but its elongated and

slightly-curved bill, somewhat longer and narrower rectrices,

and other characters seem to place it in the genus Agyrtria

as at present accepted.

The Hon. Walter Rothschild sent for exhibition

specimens of a new form of Lory, which he described as

follows :

—

“Eos VARIEGATA OBIENSIS, Subsp. IIOV.

“ Adult examples of this species from Obi Major differ

from adult specimens from Batjan, Halmahera, and Ternate

in tbe absence of the purple occiput and purple collar

round the neck, and in having all the greater wing-coverts

and scapulars black. Other, probably younger, individuals

from Obi Major exhibit a wide collar and a purple

patch on the occiput, the latter, how'ever, not being con-

nected with the collar in any of my specimens. These

individuals can only be distinguished from typical E. varie-

gala by the greater extent of the black colour on the wings.

I have eight examples from Obi, collected by Dolierty, Lucas,

and Guillemard, and a good series from Ternate and Batjan.

With regard to tbe specific name of this Lory, I think

there can be no doubt that Psittacus variegatus, Gm., ex

Latham (“ Variegated Lory must be acci'ptcd. Tbe tail

and scapulars are, as in Eos hornea
[
= E. rubra, auct.),

sometimes distinctly greenish, at least in specimens kept in

ca])ti\ ity
;
therefore Latham^s description must be regarded

as sufficiently exact to refer to this bird.”

Mr. Rothschild further sent for exhibition an interesting

series of Scolupax saturata from New Guinea and a specimen

of Neoscolopax rochusseni from Obi Major. Of the latter

species only two specimens were hitherto on record, one in

the British iMusemn and the type specimen in Leiden.

Mr. W. B. Tegetmeiek exhibited some very interesting

specimens of Pheasants. One was a specimen of a Kalij



XVll [Vol. X.

Pheasant said to have been shot in Hertfordshire^ and

belonging to Mr. Cecil Braithwaite. The second was a very

dark-coloured hen bird, supposed to be a hybrid between a

Black Grouse {Tttrao tetrix) and a female Phasianus colchicus.

Mr. Tegetmeier regarded it as a dark variety of an ordinary

hen Pheasant.

Mr. Boyd Alexander described a new species of Chloro-

dyta from the Zambesi River as follows :

—

Chlorodyta neglecta, sp. n.

Similis C. flavidoe ex terra Damarensi, sed uropygio et inter-

scapulio concoloribus, genis guttureque toto et sub-

alaribus albis, minime fiavis, subcaudalibus albis, nee

flavis, et tibiis grisescenti-albis, distinguenda.

Hab. S.E. Africa to Mozambique.

Mr. J. I. S. Whitaker sent the description of a new

species of Chat in the British Museum collection. The bird

had been wrongly identified as S. moesta, Licht. He there-

fore proposed to call it

“ Saxicola cummingi, sp. n.

'‘Adult. Closely allied to 8. xanthoprymna, H. & E.^ but

distinguished by having the basal part of 'the tail-feathers

rusty red like the upper tail -coverts, instead of white. From

S. mcesta to be at once distinguished by having the top of

the head and nape brownish grey like the back, the rump
and upper tail-coverts rusty and the rufous on the outer

tail-feathers extending to within 0'7 inch of the extremity.

Total length 6’5 inches, culmen 0'78, wing 3'7, tail 2‘45,

tarsus O' 95.

“Hub. Fao, Persian Gulf {W. D. Camming).”^

Mr. W. R. Ogilvie Grant exhibited some of the more

interesting birds obtained by Major Wingate during his

recent expedition from the Yang-tze-kiang through Southern

China to Bhamo. One of the most striking of these was

a fine adult pair of Merganser squamatus (Gould), previously

known only from an immature male described in 1864.
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Mr. Grant also exhibited and made remarks on some ot

the more remarkable new birds obtained by the late Mr. John

M hitehead on the Five-finger Mountains in the interior

of Hainan. Most of these, such as the splendid Silver

Pheasant [Gennceus whiteheadi) and the new Night-Heron

{Nycticorax magnified), had already been described in the

October number of ^The Ibis’ for this year (pp. 58Jr-587),

but in that paper the description of a fine new species of

Urocissa had been omitted. Mr. Grant now proposed to

describe it as

Urocissa whiteheadi, sp. n.

Adult male and female. Plead, back, fore-neck, and chest

dark earthy brown, darkest on the ear-coverts, and shading

into grey on the sides and flanks, and into yellowish buff on

the middle of the breast, belly, and under tail-coverts ;

feathers of the crown rounded at the extremity and edged

with whitish brown; rump greyish brown
;
upper tail-coverts

black tipped with white
;
wings black, except the lesser and

median wing-coverts, which are white, save at the base
;

tips

of the primary-quills, margins of terminal half of outer

webs of secondaries, and the tips of the greater wing-coverts

pure white; middle tail-feathers grey, widely tipped with

white, and with a sub-terminal black band, the outer feathers

similarly marked, but with the white tips increasing in size

and shaded with yellow
;

axillaries and under wing-coverts

clear yellowish wdiite. Iris straw-colour; bill red, shading

into brownish yellow at the base
;

feet dark brown. Total

length about 18 0 inches, culmen 1’9, wing 8'2, tail 9'4,

tarsus 1'95.

Hab. Five-finger Mountains, interior of Hainan.

Mr. Grant further described a new species of Thick-knee

from Southern Arabia, obtained during the recent cxjiedition

undertaken by Mr. A. Blayney Percival and the late Mr. W.
Dodson :

—
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(Edicnemus dodsoni, sp. n.

Adult male. Most nearly allied to CE. affinis (Riipp.), but

with the groimd-eolour of the interscapular region largely

mixed with greyish buff, while the deep black markings so

conspicuous in the latter species are reduced to shaft-stripes.

The greater and median wing-coverts are altogether greyer,

the chest and breast more heavily streaked with brownish

black, and the middle pair of tail-feathers as well as the outer

webs of the two following pairs are mostly grey with indistinct

blackish vermiculations and cross-bars. Iris lemon-yellow
;

bill lemon-yellow, black at the tij)
;

legs lemon-yellow.

Total length about 14‘5 inches, culmen from feathers on

forehead to tip 1’4, wing 8'6, tail 4‘9. tarsus 3'4.

Hub. Lahej, S. Arabia.

Mr Grant further exhibited the types of the 11 new

species discovered by Mr. H. Weld Blundell and Loi’d Lovat

during their recent expedition through Southern Abyssinia.

Mr. Blundell and Lord Lovat described the new species

as follows ;

—

1. Orioles meneliki, sp. n.

Adult. Most nearly allied to 0. monachus, Gm., from which

it may be at once distinguished by having the bill jet-black
;

the secondary wing-coverts and outer row of median coverts

margined with yellow
;
and the third, fourth, and fifth pairs

of tail-feathers with a strongly marked black sub-terminal

band. “ Iris brown
;

bill black
;
legs slate.” Total length

about lO’O inches, culmen IT, wing 5’6, tail 4'0, tarsus 0 95.

Hub. Burka, Abyssinia: 6th January, 1899.

2. Lusciniola abyssinica, sp. n.

Adult male. Allied to L. thoracica (Blyth) and L. man-

dellii (Brooks), but having the upper parts of a darker and

richer brown tinged with red on the lower back and rump
;
the

buff-coloured chest is separated from the white of the throat

by a fairly well-marked baud of blackish spots ;
the sides of

the body and flanks are dull rusty brown, and the under tail-

coverts uniform dull rust-colour. First primary two-thirds
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tlie lengtli of the second, wliich is about equal to tlie teutli

;

fourth, fifth, aud sixth sub-equal and longest. Iris brown
;

upper mandible and extremity of lower blackish horn, rest

of under mandible whitish
;

legs light horn- colour. Total

length about 6’0 inches, culmen 0'65, wing 2 1 , tail 2 4
,

tarsus 0‘8.

Hab. Chercher, Abyssinia: 12th January, 1899.

3. Orthotomus major, sp. n.

Adult male. Allied to O. eryihropterus
,
but much

larger
;
the bill is light horn-colour instead of black, the

forehead and top of the head vinous red, while the chest and
rest of the underparts are much paler, being white, washed

with very pale cinnamon, especially on the belly, thighs, and

under tail-coverts. Iris light hazel
;

bill aud legs light horn-

colour. Total length about 6 4 inches, culmen 0-8, wing

2 ' 5
,
tail 2 7, tarsus 0'92.

Hab. Getemma, Abyssinia : 14th March, 1899.

4. PsALlDOPROCNE BLANFORDI, Sp. U.

Adult male. Most nearly allied to P
.
pristoplera (Riipp.),

hut the whole of the upper parts black, glossed with dark

green
;
the uuderparts darker than the u])per surface, and

with less green gloss. Iris brown
;

bill and legs black.

Total length about 6'0 inches, exposed part of culmen 0'2,

wing 4'3, tail 3T, tarsus 01-5.

Hab. Bilo, Abyssinia: 4th March, 1899.

5. SrOR/EGINTIIUS MARGARITiE, Sp. 11.

Adult male. General colour above, including the top of

the head, dull earthy brown
;
rump and upper tail-coverts

dull crimson
;

lores, sides of the face, and ear-coverts

brownish cinnamon
;
rest of underparts pale cinnamon-buff,

inclining to brownish on the sides of the body
; tips of

the flank-feathers pink
;
under tail-coverts white

; rectrices

brownish black, the two outer pairs inclining to whitish on

the outer margin and towards the tip. Iris brown
;

bill

red
;
legs dark brown. Total length about 4’5 inches,

culmen 0‘4, wing 1’85, tail 18, tarsus 0'55.

Hab. Gelongol, Abyssinia: 13th March, 1899.
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6. Melanobucco leucogenys, sp. n.

Male (not quite adult). Allied to M. undatus (Riipp.), but

easily distinguished by having the binder parts of the cheeks

and sides of the neck pure white
;
the middle of the throat

white, tinged with yellowq some of the feathers being tipped

with scarlet, and the outer margins of the quills and rectrices,

as Avell as the tips of the upper tail-coverts, golden yellow,

instead of pale whitish yellow (Naples yellow'). Iris pale

yellow’
;

bill and legs black. Total length about 5 ’8 inehes,

culmen 0’7o, wing 3’1, tail 1’9, tarsus 0'7.

Hab. Konduro, Abyssinia : 25th March, 1899.

7. Barbatula xanthosticta, sp. n.

Adult male and female. Most nearly allied to B. extoni

(Layard) from South-east Afriea, but distinguished by having

the w<hite middles to all the feathers of the interscapular

region and back tipped with golden yellow. Iris brown;

bill and legs black. Total length about 4'0 inches, culmen

0’54, wing 2*35, tail 1’25, tarsus 0’5o.

Hab. Chellia, Abyssinia : 8th Mareh, 1899.

8. Caprimulgus stellatus, sp. n.

A very distinct species, perhaps most nearly allied C. gri-

seatas, Gray.

Adult male. General colour of upper parts earthy brown,

w’ith very fine vermiculations of black and greyish, most

distinct on the head and neck
;
each feather of the crown

and scajmlars ornamented near the extremity of the shaft

w'ith a star-shaped black spot margined externally with buff,

the external buff markings being especially conspicuous on

the scapulars
;
the wing-coverts and innermost secondaries

similarly ornamented with buff, edged internally with

black
;
the markings on the rectrices very similar to those

of C. griseatus, but the white markings on the four outer

primaries much narrower and the red bars on the inner

quills much wider and more distinct
;
underparts very similar

to those of C. griseatus, but the chest and breast darker and

more uniform
;
two outer pairs of tail-feathers black, irregu-

larly barred with rufous and with only the terminal part
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(
08 inch) of both n’cbs pure wliite. Iris brown

;
bill black ;

legs brown. Total length about 10 0 inches^ exposed part of

culmen 0'45, wing G‘l, tail 4'3, tarsus O' 72.

Hab. River Kassinij Abyssinia : 18th January, 1899.

9. Myrmecociciila dubia, sp. n.

Adult. Allied to M. melanura (Temm,), but larger, and
with the under tail-coverts brownish-black, edged with sandy
buff instead of white, and the under wing-coverts dusky
instead of whitish. Iris brown

;
bill and legs black. Total

length about 6'5 inches, culmen (imperfect) about 0 7, wing
3T5, tail 2'5, tarsus 0'9.

Hab. Fontaly, Abyssinia: 17th January, 1899.

10. FraNCOLINUS TETRAONINUS, Sp. n.

Adult female. Most nearly allied to F. schuetti, Cab., but

distinguished by having the dark middles to the feathers of

the nape, interscapular region, and wdng-covcrts but faintly

indicated and the chest and breast nearly uniform greyish

brown. Iris brown
;

bill dull orange-red
;

legs and feet

orange-red. Total length 12'5 inches, culmen 1'05, wing 6 5,

tail 2'65, tarsus l’G5.

Hab. Meudie, Abyssinia : 18th April, 1899.

11. FrANCOLINUS llARWOODl, Sp. 11.

Adult male. Most nearly allied to F. natalensis, Smith, and

F. icterorhynchus, Heugl. From the former it may be dis-

tinguished by having the feathers of the occiput and back of

the neck black, narrowly margined with white, jiroducing a

strongly squamated appearance; the ehest, upper part of the

breast, and sides of the body greyish brown, ornamented with

narrow concentric black and white bands
;
the breast, belly,

and rest of the underparts pale ochraceous, with a few sub-

concentric black markings. It resembles F. icterorhynchus in

having the upper parts indistinctly barred with pale greyish

brown, the inner webs of the primary-quills mottled with

pale rufous, and the ground-colour of the breast and belly

pale ochraceous. Iris broMui
;

bill, naked skin round eye, and
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legs red. Total length about 14 5 inches, culmen 1’15,

wing 71, tail 3 3, tarsus 2-1.

Had. Aheafeg, Abyssinia : 7th February, 1899.

The next Meeting of the Cluh will be held on Wednesday,

December 13th, 1899, at 8.30 P.M., at the Restaurant Frascati,

32 Oxford Street
;
the Dinner at 7 o^clock.

(Signed)

P. L. ScLATEK, R. Bowdlee Sharpe, W. E. de Wtnton,
Chairman. Editor. Sec. Treas.

NOTICE.

The Meeting in January will be held on the 17th. On this

occasion it is proposed to hold an exhibition of lantern-slides,

portraying various episodes in Bird-life, especially ])hoto-

graphs of nests and eggs taken by Members of the Club. The

Editor therefore earnestly requests that all Members who
have photographs of nests in situ, or other objects of ornitho-

logical interest for exhibition, will show them by means of

the lantern on the 17th of January. The Editor will be glad

to receive, as early as possible in Januarjq a list of the slides

proposed to be shown by any Member on this occasion.

—

R. B. S.

The Secretary and Treasurer wishes to call the attention

of the Members to the necessity of returning the cards

signifying their intention to dine at the Frascati Restaurant,

at least three days before any meeting of the Club takes

place. At the last meeting eleven Members only gave notice

to the Secretary of their wish to come to the dinnei’, wdiilc

more Members turned up at the last moment, for whom
provision had to be made. Attention to the rule that

Members who intend to dine should notify the Secretary

of the fact, will much oblige him and save a great deal of

trouble.— W. E. de W.
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The sixty-sixth Meeting of the Club was held at the

Restaurant Frascati, 32 Oxford Street, on Wednesday, the

13th of December, 1899.

Chairman

:

P. L. Sclater, F.R.S.

Members present :
— E. Bidwell, J. L, Bonhote, Abel

ChaPxMan, a. F. Crossman, Philip Crowley, F. H. Car-

RUTHERS Gould, W. R. Ogilvie Grant, E. Hartert, C. J.

Hose, J. Graham Kerr, G. E. Lodge, P. H. Munn,
R. Nesham, H. j. Pearson, E. Lort Phillips, Hon, Walter
Rothschild, M.P., R. Bowdler Sharpe {Editor), E.

Cavendish Taylor, N. F. Ticehurst, H. M. Wallis,

Johnson Wilkinson, L. A. Williams, L. W. Wiglesm orth,

W. E. DE Winton {Sec. ^ Treas.), H. F. Witherby.

Visitors : J. C. Chapman, C. E. Fagan, E. Moberley,

Theed Pearse, Henry Stevens.

The Chairman referred in feeling terms to the loss vdiich

ornithological science had sustained by the death of Dr. A.

C. Stark, who had been killed by a shell during the recent

fighting at Ladysmith in Natal, whither he had repaired to

render medical aid to the wounded soldiers.

A vote of condolence to the relatives of the deceased

naturalist was unanimously passed by the Meeting.

\_l)ecemher ‘Mth, 1899 .] VOL. X.
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Dr. Bowdler Sharpe also alluded to the untimely death

of Colonel Henry P. Northeott, during the first battle on

the Modder Elver. A list of the birds obtained by the

deeeased officer in the hinterland of the Gold Coast had

recently appeared in the 'Bulletin^ {antea, pp. vi, vii).

The Hon. Walter Rothschild, M.P., exhibited a pair of

the rare Eupetes geislerorum, A. B. Meyer.

This species had been described from German New Guinea

by Dr. Meyer, and had not before been seen in any English

collection, having hitherto been known only from the types

in the Dresden Museum. The species was remarkable for

the different colour of the sexes
;
and examples collected by

Mr. A. S. Meek at Collingwood Bay, in the northern portion

of British New Guinea, were laid on the table.

Mr. E. Hartert described a new species of Weaver-

Finch from Equatorial Africa as follows :

—

PVTELIA ANSORGEI, Sp. 11.

ad. Upper surface yellowish olive, rather greener on

the wings
;

head black
;

quills blackish, externally olive-

green
;

tail-feathers black,^ tlie outer ones rather more

greyish black, the central feathers edged with green towards

the base
;
breast, abdomen, and under tail-coverts dark grey,

the sides of the chest yellowish olive; under wing-coverts

and inner margins of quills white.

Hab. Wemo River, Torn, Uganda Protectorate {Dr.

Ansorge)

.

Obs. The nearest ally is apparently Pytelia sharpei, but

the black head and other differences in the plumage easily

distinguish this new species.

Mr. Hartert also pointed out that, although Dr. Bowdler

Sharpe was undoubtedly right in recognizing three forms of

small Melittophagi in Africa, in contrast to the opinion of

Mr. Dresser with respect to M. pusillus and its allies, there

could be no doubt that the former author had misapplied the
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name of M. cyanostictus, Cab., iu the Catalogue of Birds.

^

The bird called M. meridionalis by Dr. Sharpe was in truth

the true M. cyanostictus of Cabanis, as Mr. Hartert had

ascertained from a careful comparison of the original de-

scription and from a personal examination of the type in the

Berlin Museum. He therefore proposed for the East African

bird, M. cyanostictus, Sharpe et auct. (nee Cabanis), the

amended name of

Melittophagus sharpei.

Further notes on these specie-- of Bee-eater would be

published in an early part of the 'Novitates Zoologicse.^

Mr. F. D. CoDMAN forwarde<l the descriptions of two

apparently new species of Peruvian birds :

—

Xenopipo subalaris, sp. n.

(J ad. Similis X. atronitenti, sed subalaribus et axillaribus

niveis distinguenda. Long. tot. 4 9 poll., culm. 0’5, alae

3'0, caudte F95, tarsi 0’6.

$ ad. Similis ? X. atronitentis, sed obscurior, sordide

olivascenti-viridis, abdomine minime flavicanti, et sub-

alaribus niveis distinguenda. Long. tot. 5'0 poll., culm.

0'55, alie caudae F9, tarsi 0 6.

Hab. Guayabamba, N. Peru (O. T. Baron).

CoLUMBA VINA, sp. n.

J ad. Similis C. flavirostri, Wagl., et C. rufin<B, Salvin, sed

rostro ad basin flavo, ad apicem nigro : ab illo notseo

pulchre viuaceo, ab hoc pileo et gutture vinaceo dis-

tinguenda. Long. tot. 14‘0 poll., culm. 0’8, alse 8T,
caudae 5'0, tarsi 0 95.

Hab. Vina, Huamachuco, N. Peru (0. T. Baron).

Dr. Bowdler Sharpe described as new the following

species of African birds :

—

AnDROPADUS LAETISSIMUS, Sp. U.

S ad. Colore XenocichcB ictericce ex India, sed praepectore

paullulum olivascenti-viridi adumbrato : subcaudalibus

olivascenti-flavis, hypochondriis concoloribus, nee laet^

fiavis distinguendus. Long. tot. 9'0 poll., culm. 0‘85, alae

4’4, caudae 3'8, tarsi DO.

Hab. Nandi, Equat. Africa [F. J. Jackson).
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Paiusoma jacksoni, sp. n.

(? cul. Similis P. lugenti, Riipp., sed pileo brnnneo, dorso
concolore distinguendus. Long. tot. 5'5 poll., culm. 0'5,
alae 2‘6, caudae 2'4, tarsi 0-9.

Bad. Mt. Elgon, Equat. Africa (F. J. Jackson).

Obs. This specimen was referred (‘Ibis/ 189.2, p. 302) to

Parisoma lugens (Riipp.), but the rediscovery of the true
P. Ivgens in Southern Abyssinia showed that the Elgon bird

was a distinct species, and the describcr was indebted to

]\[r. Ogilvie Grant for drawing his attention to the differences

in the two forms.

Euprinodes hildegard.®, sp. n.

6

.

Similis' E. schistaceo, Cass., sed rectricibus externis
tantiim albo marginatis, baud omnino albis, et ])cctore
pallide cervino distinguenda. Long. tot. 4-0 poll., culm.
0'4, alae L8, caudae ]-?5, tarsi 0 0.

Hab. Athi river, Masai Land (Pr. S'. L. Hinde).

Bubo mackinderi, sp. n.

? ad. Similis B. capensi, sed subtiis maculis magnis nigris
triquetris notatus, hypochondriis sparsius nigro fasciatis,

et maculis nigris triquetris notatis. Long. tot. 22’5
poll., culm. 1-8, alae 16'4, caudae 8-2, tarsi 3 25.

S ad. Similis feminae, sed minor. Long. tot. 21 poll., alae

14-6.

Hab. Mount Kenia, E. Africa (13,000 feet).

Dr. Sharpe also exhibited a series of specimens from the

New Hebrides group of islands, procured by Capt. A. M.
Farquhar, of II.M.S. ‘ Wallaroo,^ and recently presented by

him to the British Museum. Many rare species, such as

Aplonis rvfipennis, Layard, were in the collection, and the

following, which appeared to be new, were described :

—

1. Lalage flavotincta, sp. n.

Similis L. banksiance, sed pectore toto, uropygio, secundariis
intimis, tectricum et rcctricum apicibus pulehre flavis.

Long. tot. G-2 poll., culm. 0'7, ahe 3‘0, caudic 2 3, tarsi

0-85.

Hab, Ins. ‘ Espiritu Santo ' dicta.
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2. RhIPIDURA SANCTA^ sp. 11.

Similis R. verreauxi ex Nova Calecloiiia, sed pileo et facie

laterali nigricautibus, gutture et pnepectore griseo-

albidis, hoc sparsius nigro maculato distinguenda. Long,

tot. 7'5 poll., culm. 0’65, alse 3'1, caudse 3’5, tarsi 0’9.

Hah. lus. ' Espiritu Santo ^ dicta.

3. ClYTORHYNCHUS GRISESCENS, sp. 11.

Similis C. pachycephaloidi, sed loris, facie laterali, gutture et

prmpectore grisesceutibus distinguendus. Loiig. tot.

8'8 poll., culm. 0*95, alae 3-4-, caudae 3 05, tarsi 07.

Hab. Ins. ‘ Espiritu Santo ^ dicta.

4. Clytorhynciius vatensis, sp. n.

Similis C. pachycephaloidi, sed rostro longiore, loris et facie

laterali fuscescentibus, rainirne iiigris, subcaudalibus

albido marginatis distinguendus. Long. tot. 7'5 poll.,

culm. 1'05, ala? 3'6, caudse 3‘3, tarsi 0’9.

Hab. Ins. 'Vate’ dicta.

5. GlYCIPHILA NOTABILIS, sp. n.

Statura G.fasciata; (Forst.) ex Nova Caledonia, sed gastraeo

pallide cinereo, corporis lateribus cinerascentibus,

brunneo striatis, distinguenda. Notaeo brunneo, con-

colore, pileo nigricante, supercilio punctatim albo-macu-
lato, facie laterali quoque nigricante, minute albido

punctulata insignis. Long. tot. 7’5 poll., culm. 1
'3, alae

3’5, caudae 2‘95, tarsi 1’2.

Hab. in ins. ' Vanua Lava ^ dicta.

6. Halcyon farquhari, sp. n.

Similis H. leucopygio, sed uropygio ultramarino dorso con-

colore distinguendus : torque collari albo
:
pileo nigro,

fascia superciliari supra-parotica ultrarnarina
: gutture

toto et colli lateribus albis
:

praepectore et gastraeo

reliquo aurantiaco-cinnamomeis. Long. tot. 8'2 poll.,

culm. 1'5, alae 3’45, caudae 2'3, tarsi 0'5.

Hab. Ins. ‘ Malikolo ’ et ' Espiritu Santo ’ dictis.

Obs. Ad sectionem Alcedinidarum ‘ Cyanalcyon’ dictam

referendus, et forsan Cyanalcyon farquhari dicendus.

Mr. ScLATER gave a short account of his recent journey

to the Cape of Good Hope, and concluded with the following

remarks on some of the birds of the Cape Peninsula :

—
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“In tlie suburbs of Capetown and in the immediate vicinity

of that city, where I spent the greater part of my short stay

in South Africa, birds, it must be confessed, are by no means

abundant, either in species or in individuals. Altl)ough I

Avas always on the look out for them and made short excur-

sions into the surrounding country nearly every day, mainly

for the purpose of observing them, I did not succeed in

recognizing positively more tlian from 20 to 25 s[)ecies, and

of some of these I saw but very few examples.

“The commonest and most all-pervading bird in CapetoAvn

and its vicinity at the time of year when 1 was there

(September and October, answering to our March and April)

w'as certainly the Cape Dove [Turtur capicola). The some-

what harsh and grating love-call of this species could be

heard at all times of the day, both in the city and suburbs,

although it was not always easy to discover the exact position

of the utterer. The call is something like the three syllables

‘ kah-kay-ivhoo,’ with the last note much prolonged. The

bird was evidently intending to breed everywhere, like our

AVood-Pigeon in the parks of London and Paris. I also

occasionally saw and heard a rather smaller Dove with a

much softer and quite different call, which I take to have

been Turtur senegalensis.

“ The other birds that I most frequently noticed in the

gardens at Capetown Avere the Cape Sparrow {Passer

arcuatus), the Cape AA’’agtail {Motacilla cupensis), and the

Collared Shrike [Lanius collaris).

“ The Cape SparroAV is certainly not nearly so abundant as

its British representative in London, but seems to have

nearly similar habits. It Avas commencing to breed in the

gardens, and builds nests similar to those of its European

ally. The Cape AA'agtail may be seen pursuing insects on

the w'ell-kept grass-plots suri’ounding the Parliament House,

and is quite tame and familiar.

“ The Collared Shrike, which I saAV every day on passing

through the Municipal Cardens up to the IMuscum, shoAvs

its pied plumage Avell amongst the green foliage of the trees.

It is a most ferocious little villain, and if care is not taken



XXXI [Vol. X.

will enter the verandahs and hill the pet birds there sus-

pended in their cages. Two instances of the death of

canaries in this way occurred dui’ing my stay in Capetown.

^I'he Olivaceous Thrush {Turdus olivaceus), the ^ Sprew ^

Starling {Amydnis nurio), the so-callcd Cape ^Robin’ {Cos-

sypha caffra), and the Bakhakiri Bush-Shrike [Laniarius

bakbakiri) are four other species that are occasionally seen

in the gardens of the town and suburbs, but I should not

call any one of them abundant. The Olivaceous Thrush picks

about on the ground like our Song-Thrush, and the Bush-

Shrike has somewhat similar habits, but attracts attention

by a variety of sweet whistling notes and is said to have

imitative faculties.

“ A loquat-tree {Photinia japonica) with ripening fruit is

the most likely place to see the Cape Bulbul [Pycnonotus

capensis). The ridiculous claim of this bird to figure in the

British List should be scouted by all sensible persons. It

is a strictly local South-African species and does not range

far north.

‘'^The pretty Yellow Weaver-bird {Sitagra capensis) I was

delighted to find, busy in constructing its excessively neat

hanging nests in many gardens of the city axrd suburbs.

One small community had selected a willow-tree close to

the Public Librai’y, near the celebrated Oak-walk, for the

purpose. I never failed to stop as I passed by every day to

admire the sprightly and active way in whieh these little birds

exercised their craft. In another spot the ill-advised builders

had selected a bunch of papyrus-stalks in an ornamental

pond for the seat of their operations. So soon as the nest

was complete the weight of the structure broke the papyrus

down and caused the fall of stalk and nest into the water

beneath. But the indefatigable birds would take no heed of

this event and only commenced their fruitless work again

on an adjoining stalk.

“ In a garden at Sea-point, the marine suburb of Capetown,

I was nmch delighted, on an afternoon in September, to

witness the proceedings of a small flock of Colies (believed

to have been Colins capensis). They were creeping about in
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a small tree-like shrub, and having searched it thoroughly

through proceeded to another. Their curious raouse-like

climbing antics and the positions assumed are known to

us from captive specimens in the Regent’s Park, but this

was my only opportunity of witnessing their evolutions in a

natural condition. As the eggs of this isolated form—one

of the most distinctive Ethiopian types of bird-life—are not

well known, I beg leave to exhibit some specimens of them.

“’On the margin of the ])ond on Sea-point Common I also

noticed specimens of a Pipit [Antlnis sp. inc.) and a small

Sliore-Plover {JEginlitis)

,

but could not be certain as to the

species.

“Two ascents of the well-known and most picturesque

mountain which rises to a height of some 2500 feet above

Capetown inti’oduced me to several birds which I had not

seen below. The splendid Pro/ea-shrubs just coming into

flower were the resort of two forms of bird-life which were

quite new to me in naturd. These were the long-tailed

Promerops cafer—another exclusively Ethiopian type—and

the Sun -birds {Anthohaphes and Cimiyris). Promerops

appears to have been modified specially to feed on the nectar

of the Proteacese which are so abundant on the hills of

Southern Africa, but, no doubt, also avails itself of the

insects attracted to the same flowers. On Table Mountain

I also observed specimens of a very fine Rock-Tlirush

—

Monti-

cola exp!orator, I believe—and an occasional Crow [Corvus

scapnlatus). Of the latter a single specimen appears to

have taken up its abode in the garden of Gi’oot Schuur in

the society of the Rooks which Mr. Rhodes has lately

imported from Europe.
“ On the Cape Flats just outside Capetown the Secretary-

bird {Serpentarius secretarms) still builds its nest every year,

though I did not myself see it in this locality. A pair of

young Secretary-birds now in the Museum Grounds at Cape-

town were obtained here in 1898, and two eggs were taken

from the same nest on the 15th October this year. It is

curious to mention that our familiar Heron {Ardea cinerea)

inhabits the Adeys ’ in the same district, and that the Great
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Crested Grebe [Podicipes cristatus) is a regular breeder

there.

Finally, I may mention that enormous flocks of the

Dominican Gull [Larus dominicanus) and the Cape Cor-

morant {Phalacrocorax capensis) frequent the harbour of

Table Bay, and are accompanied by small parties of the Cape

Penguin [Spheniscus demersus). Outside the harbour the

ships are likewise attended by numerous Giant Petrels

[Mujaqueus aquinoctialis) and occasional Albatrosses {Dio-

inedea melanophrys).”

Mr. E. Bidwell exhibited an egg of the Great Auk
[Plautus impennis), which had been lent to him by Mr. Henry

Stevens, to whom it had that day been consigned for sale.

At the moment nothing was known of its history, but parti-

culars would shortly be forthcoming and would be contributed

to the ‘ Ibis.^ This egg was undoubtedly the handsomest

example of the ‘ zoned ’ type in existence. Its discovery

brought the number of known eggs of the Great Auk to 72.

Mr. E. Lort Phillips exhibited several interesting species

of birds obtained during his expedition to Somali Land in

the spring of 1899, among them being four examples of

Francolinus castaneicollis

,

Salvad., obtained on Mt. Wagga.

The egg of Spreo superbus was obtained during the expe-

dition and proved to be perfectly blue, without auy spots.

Mr. Charles Hose, whose reappearance, after six years^

absence in Borneo, was warmly greeted by the members of

the Club, exhibited some rare birds obtained by him.

Among them was a specimen of Botaurus stellaris, hitherto

unrecorded from Borneo
;

a pair of Pitta cmrulea with the

nestling (showing that the species was indigenous to

Northern Borneo)
;
and examples of Baza horneensis and

Spizaetus alboniger, affording an extraordinary instance of

mimetic colouring in the plumage of the two species.
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The next Meeting of the Club will be held on Wednesday,

January 17th, 19!30, at 8.30 p.m., at the Kestaurant Frascati,

32 Oxford Street
;
the Dinner at 7 o^clock.

(Signed)

P. L. ScLATEii, R. Bowoler Sharpe, W. E. de Wintov,

Chairman. Editor. Sec. 7 reas.

NOTICE.

Members are reminded that the feature of tlie next Meeting

of the Club will be the exhibition of lantern-slides. The

Editor and the Secretary will be glad to receive the names of

Members xvho desire to take part in this exhibition.

At the last Meeting of the Club it was unanimously

decided, on the motion of the Hon. AValtcr Rothschild, that

on an early occasion, to be determined by the Committee,

an exhibition of albinistic varieties of birds should be held.

The Committee will be glad to hear from any Member who

will contribute to this exhibition.
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The si-Kty-seventh Meeting of the Club was held at the

Restaurant Frascati, 3.2 Oxford Street, on Wednesday, the

17th of January, 1900,

Chairman : P. L. Sclater, F.R.S,

Members present :—Boyd Alexander, E. Bidwell, J. L,

Bonhote, Abel Chap.uan, A. Cowie, A. F. Crossman,

P, Crowley, R. A. Ckowley, F, Curtis, Dr. F. D. Drewitt,

J. Gebrard, W. R. Ogilvie Grant, F. H, Carruther.s

Gould, E. FIartert, II, Knight Horsfield, G. E, Lodge,

J. G. Millais, H. C. Monro, E. Neale, R. Nesham, E. W.
Oates, H. J. Pearson, F. Penrose, M.D.,E. Lort Phillips,

Robert H. Read, Flon. Walter Rothschild, M.P., A. D,

Sapsworth, H. Saunders, H. Scherren, Dr. R. Bowdler

Sharpe, E. Cavendish Taylor, W. B. TegeTxMEier, N. F.

Ticehurst, Watbin Watbins, L. W. Wiglesworth, H. F,

WiTHERBY.

Visitors’, F. Althaus, B. Bristowe, J. C. Crowley, W.
Doherty, C. E. Fagan, W. Goodfellow, T. A. Hauxwell,

C. Kearton, R. Lodge, D. S. Meldrum, Lieut. C. E. Monro,

R.N., P. Musters, H. Stevens, H. S. Venables.

Dr, Bowdler Sharpe described the following species

from the Mackinder expedition to Mt. Kenya :

—

1. Hyphantornis camburni, sp. n.

Similis H. xanthopi, sed minor, subtus laetiiis flava j

^^January 31sL 1000,] VOL, X,



supei’cilio fiavo paululum coiispicno, sed rostro multo
miuore praecipue clistiuguenda. Long. tot. 6’5 poll.,

culm. 0'7, alie 3‘3, caudae 2‘5, tarsi 11.

Hab. Mt. Kenya, British East Africa.

2. PlNAROCHIlOA EKNESTI, Sp. U.

P. s’milis P. hypospodice, Shelley, sed sixprh suturatior :

subtiis isabellino-bmnnea, nec grisescens, gutture

tantum cinerasceiite : subalaribus et axillaribus rufes-

centibus distingueuda. Long. tot. 5’7 poll., culm. 0'6,

alse 3'1, caudae L85, tarsi L2.

Hab. Mt. Kenya.

3. Campotiiera hausburgi, sp. n.

Similis C. tceniolamati, Reichen. & Neum,, sed clarius

viridis, et faciei gastraeique fasciolis tenuissimis et

pallidioribus distingueuda. Long. tot. 7 0 poll., culm.
0'85, alae 4‘35, caudae 2‘55, tarsi 0*8.

.

Hub. Mt. Kenya.

Mr. W.. R. Ogilvie Grant described the following new
species from tlie Five-finger Mountains, in the interior of

Hainan, eollected by the late Mr. John Whitehead :

—

1. SiPIIIA HAINANA, sp. n.

Adult male. Allied to the male of S. pallidipes, Jerd., but

much smaller—the blue on the upper parts darker and

brighter, the forehead and superciliary stripes bright cobalt-

blue, and the flanks and sides of the belly grey, slightly

n ashed with fulvous.

Total length 5'0 inches, culrnen O’G, wing 2'65, tail 2'3,

tarsus 0‘G5.

Adult female. Differs conspicuously from the female of

S. pallidipes, the general colour of the head and upper parts

being darker and more uniform, the upper tail-coverts and

outer webs of the tail-feathers olive-brown tinged with

rufous instead of chestnut, and the colour of the throat,

fore-neck, and chest pale rust-colour instead of deep orange-

rust.

Total length 5*0 inches, culrnen O’G, wing 2*G, tail 2*15,

tarsus 0*G5.
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2. Harpactes hainanuSj sp, n.

Adult male. Differs from the male of H. erythrocephalus,

Gouldj in having the head and nape uniform dull purplish

crimson and the upper parts much browner, especially the

mantle and upper back
;
the lower back, rump, and upper

tail-coverts only being washed with chestnut, the lower

part of the chest next the white band dull crimson instead

of scarlet-crimson, and the white tips to the outer tail-

feathers shorter, the longest scarcely exceeding I'l inch.

Total length 12'0 inches, wing 5'5, tail (rO.

Adultfemale. Differs from the female of H. erythrocephalus

in having the general colour of the upper parts and chest

much browner.

Total length 12’0 inches, wing 5’3, tail 5 7.

Mr. Grant also described the following new species from

Southern China, collected by Capt. A, M. S. Wingate :

—

1. SiTTA YUNNANENSIS, sp. 11.

Adult male. Most nearly allied to S. montium, La Touche,

from which it is at once distinguished by its much more

slender bill and the entire absence of chestnut from the

sides, flanks, and under tail-coverts, which are uniform

greyish buff, like the rest of the underparts. Iris brown.

Total length in the flesh 4'5 inches, culmen 0‘65, wing 2‘8,

tail 1’5, tarsus 0'65.

Hub. Near Wei-yuan, Southern Yunnan. 12th March,

1899.

2. Phylloscopus subaffinis, sp. n.

Adult male and female. Differ from P. affnis, Tickell, in

having the terminal half of the lower mandible, as well as

the legs and feet, very dark horn-brown
;

the underparts

strongly washed with dull fulvous; the clear yellow of the

underparts, so conspicuous in P. affinis, being mei’ely in-

dicated on the middle of the breast and belly. The species

resembles P. nffinis in the shape of the wing, the second

primary being about equal to the tenth. Iris black.

Total length in the flesh 4'5 inches, culmen O’o, wing

T'95-2 05, tail L8, tarsus (>75.
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Hab, Pu*an*ting, South-west Kwei-chu, 27th January,

1899.

3. Siva wingatei, sp. n.

Adult male. Allied to both S. cyanuroptera, Hodgs., and

S. sordida, Hiime. It resembles both in the general colour

of the upper parts, the grey of the head and neck, shading

into olive-brown on the back and fulvous on the rump and

upper tailwcoverts. It further resembles S. cyanuroptera and

differs from S. sordida in having the chin, throat, sides, and

flanks washed with vinous grey. It differs from S. cyanu-

roptera and resembles sordida in having no white tips to

the bastard Aving-feathers. From both it differs in having

only the inner webs of the outer pair of tail-feathers white

to the tip
;
moreover, the feathers on the forehead, lores,

and chin are strongly Avashed «ith rusty pink, though it is

just possible that this colour may be due to stain. Iris

broAvn.

Total length 6‘0 inches, cAilraen 0 6, wing 2'5, tail 2*5,

tarsus 0'9.

Hab. Near Yunnan city, E. Yunnan, 27th February, 1899.

Mr. Grant further described three additional new species

from Southern Abyssinia, collected by Mr, H. Weld-Blundell

and Lord Lovat :

—

1. Dendropicus siMoNi, sp. n.

Adult male. Allied to the male of 2). zanzibari, Malh.,

but easily distinguished by the following characters :—The

forehead and fore part of the crown are dai’ker brown
;
the

cross-bars on the interscapular I’egion and back indistinct

and of a dull greenish*white colour; the Aving-coverts

broAvnish black, the lesser and median Avith a white spot

at the extremity
;
the AA'hite feathers of the sides of the head

and ear- coverts striped with black on either side, those of

the throat with narroAv black shaft-stripes
;

the chest and

breast more strongly marked, and the upper surface of the

shafis of the primary and secondary quills, except the extreme

basal portion, brovn. Iris brown
;

bill dark slate
;

legs slate.



xxxix [Vol. X.

Total length, about 5'5 inches, culmen 0*7, wing 3‘2, tail

1‘6, tarsus 0'6.

Hab, Konduro, Abyssinia, 25th March, 1899.

2. Indicator lovati, sp. n.

Adult female. Resembles 7. minor, Steph., in the colour of

the upper parts, wings, and tail, but differs from that species

in having the heavy black moustachial streaks confluent on

the chin; the throat dull grey, with a slight greenish tinge,

uniform in colour with the breast
;
and the longer flank-

feathers dark smoky brown, edged with white on the sides.

From I. conirostris (Cass.), which it approaches in the

latter characters, it may be at once distinguished by the

greyish-brown colour of the head and neck and the much
duller yellow colouring of the back and wing-coverts. Iris

brown
;

bill and legs black.

Total length about G‘0 inches, culmen 0‘5, wing 3'5, tail

2‘25, tarsus 0‘5o.

Hab. Gelongol, Abyssinia, 13th March, 1899.
A

3. LlSSOTlS LOVATI, sp. n.

Adult male. Most nearly allied to L. melanogaster (Riipp.),

which it resembles in general appearance, but the middle

three-fifths of the outer webs of the secondary quills are pure

white to the shaft. In this respect it approaches L. hartlaubi

(Heugl.), but the differently-marked plumage of the upper

parts, as well as the black rump and tail, serve to dis-

tinguish the latter species at a glance. Iris pale yellowish

brown ;
bill dai k

;
legs pale yellowish white.

Total length about 23’0 inches, culmen 1‘95, wing 13‘8,

tail 7’6, tarsus 5‘1.

Hab. Bilo, Abyssinia, 10th March, 1899.

«

Mr. EkNst Hartert exhibited two hybrids of Humming-

birds. One, obtained in Ecuador by Mr. Simons, com-

bined in a striking w^ay the shape and colours of Eugenia

imperatrix and Heliodoxa jacula jamesoni, both found in that

country
;
another, obtained by Mr. O. T. Baron in California,

M’as intermediate between Calypte costx and Stellula calliope.
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These specimens are to be described in detail in the ‘ Novitates

Zoologicae/

The lion. Walter Rothschild made some remarks on

the Lalage of the Samoan Islands, which he proposed to call

LaLAGE SHARPEl, sp. 11.

Bill yellow, tip brownish, upper surface greyish brown,

sides of rump white, remiges deep brown edged with dirty

white. Tail deep brown, all the feathers except the central

pair tipped with w'hite, the two outer pairs white for the

apical third. Underside white, with many pale brown cross-

bars oil sides of breast and flanks
;
under tail-coverts white

;

under wing-coverts creamy white. “
Iris white.” Wing

77-81 mm., culmen 19-20, tail 55-60, tarsus 21.

Hab. Upolu, Samoa.

Mr. Rothschild observed ;
—“ Dr. Sharpe Avas the first to

draw attention to this bird (Cat. B. iv. p. 98), but he con-

sidered it to be the young of the Lalage pacifica. However,

the young examples of that species now exhibited from tlic

same place prove it to be quite distinct, being dark brown

above and heavily barred below. I am convinced that the

type of my new species is fully adult, and that the immature

plumage will prove to be equally distinct.

“ The bill of Lalage sharpei is longer, narrower, and

more flattened than in L. pacifica.”

The lion. Walter Rothschild further exhibited and re-

marked on some specimens of typical Cracticus (juogi, Lesson,

from Ncav Guinea, and also on three specimens of what had

hitherto been called C. quoyi from Queensland. In the birds

from New Guinea the young were black, like the adult birds,

Avhile in the Queensland bird Ihe young was reddish brown and

striped. The latter had been lately described as a new species

under the name of Cracticus rvfescens. It was by no means

definitely ascertained whether these rufous birds were the only

form of the young on the Australian continent, and therefore

Mr. Rothschild did not Avish to decide as to the validity or

otherwise of Mr. Dc Vis’s Cracticus rufescens
;
but the fact
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that, so far as at present known, tlie yonng on New Guinea

Avere always black, showed that we had to deal Arith at least

tAvo distinct races. These birds had been sent to Mr. Roth-

schild by Mr. Herbert C. Robinson, of Liverpool, who wished

them to be exhibited to the Club.

Mr. H. J. Pearson exhibited, on behalf of Mr. P. Musters,

a pair of Lesser White-frouted Geese {Anser erythropus)

,

with the eggs, taken by the latter gentleman in the north of

Norway.

Mr. P. Crowley exhibited some photographs of interesting

eggs from his collection.

The remainder of the evening was devoted to an exhibition

of lantern-slides, in wbich the following members and their

fi'iends took part :

—

1. Dr. R. Bowdler Sharpe.—Birds and nests from

Northern Norway.

2. Hon. Walter Rothschild.—Pictures of Bird-life on

the Island of Laysan.

3. Mr. H. J. Pearson.—Pictures illustrative of his memoir

on the birds of Russian Lapland (Ibis, 1899, p. 520).

4. Mr. r. Curtis.—Some pictures of Rough-legged Buz-

zards, taken during Mr. Pearson’s expedition to

Novaya Zemlya.

5. Mr. Cherry Kearton.—A remarkable set of photo-

graphs of bird-life, from the cliffs of the west of

Scotland, Ireland, and various localities in Great

Britain.

6. Mr. Horace Monro.

—

Some very interesting pictures

of birds and eggs from Holland and various parts

of Great Britain.

7. Mr. R. Lodge.—A series of photographs of English

bird-life and of scenes from Southern Spain.

8. Mr. N. F. Ticehurst.—Photographs of English bird-life.

9. Mr. Henry Stevens.—Photographs of the newly dis-

covered Great Auk’s egg, and of some other biological

subjects.



The next Meeting of the Club will be held ou Wednesday,

the 21st of February, 1900, at 8,30, at the Restaurant

Frascati, 32 Oxford Street; the Dinner at 7 p.m.

P. L. SCLATBR,

Chairman.

(Signed)

. Bowdleh Sharpe,

Editor.

W, E. DE WiXTON,

Sec. ^ Trtas.
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The sixty-eighth Meeting of the Club was held at the

Restaurant Frascati, 32 Oxford Street, on Wednesday, the

21st of February, 1900.

Chairman : P. L. Sclater, F.R.S.

Members present:—E. Bidwell, A. Cowie, A. F. Cross-

man, W. E. DE WiNTON {Treasurer)

,

H. E. Dresser, Dr.

F. D. Drewitt, J. Gerrard, F. H. C. Gould, E. Hartert,

G. E. Lodge, E. G. B. Meade-Waldo, J. G. Millais, H. C.

Monro, E. Neale, 11. Nesham, Heatley Noble, E. W.
Oates, C. E. Pearson, H. J. Pearson, H. L. Popham,

Hon. W. Rothschild, M.P., A. D. Sapsworth, H. Saun-

ders, F. C. Selous, R. Bowdler Sharpe, LL.D. {Editor'),

N. F. Ticehurst, W. Watkins, C. Whymper, J. Wilkin-

son, H. F. WiTHERBY, L. A. Williams, A. F. R. Wollaston,

J. Young.

Visitors : A. Brooking, W. Goodfellow, C. B. Hill,

J. Maltwood, T. a. Hauxwell, J. Harbottle.

The Hon. Walter Rothschild exhibited an example of a

new species of Hemipode from North Queensland, sent to

him by Mr. Herbert C, Robinson, who had described it as

follows :

—

Turnix olivii,. sp. u.

$ . Most nearly allied to T. castanonota (Gould) $ and

resembling it in general coloration, but differing in its much

\_Fehruary 1000 .]
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larger size, in having the forehead grey Avithout white tips

to the frontal feathers, and with the superciliaries and sides

of the face not conspicuously marked with white
;

the

feathers of the loAver neck and breast with a decided wash of

oily greyish green and with slightly indicated bars of dull

greyish, without white centres as in T. castanonota. “ Iris

yellow
;

feet yellow
;

bill brown (dull greenish olive in

skin).

Total length 183 mm., wing 106, tail 48, culmen 23,

tarsus 25.

Hab. North Queensland (Cooktown, June 25th, 1899).

The species was named after its collector, Mr. E. Olive, who
is know'n in Australia as a careful and accurate field-naturalist.

Mr. Rothschild also exhibited a specimen of Geocichla

papuensis of Seebohm, which he had recently received from
the Aroa River, British New Guinea. lie pointed out the

mature characters of the species, wdiich was originally

described from an immature specimen hitherto unique in

the British Museum.

Mr. Harry E. Witherby exhibited a specimen of Limosa

lapponica in down, obtained out of a brood of four from a

marsh near the Imandra Lake, in Russian Lapland, on the

16th of Jul}', 1899.

Mr. Ernst Hartert showed some nesting-boxes for the

encouragement of birds which breed in holes. Mr. Hartert

stated that he had very little faith in the customary methods

of bird-protection, which consisted of praising and over-

rating the usefulness of birds, and of advocating more and

more stringent bird-protection laws.

There w^as, how'ever, another kind of bird-protection,

w'hich might be called practical protection. This origi-

nated from the understanding that it was not generally the

killing of certain birds that made many of our species become
scarcer, but the progress of cultivation of the ground, the

careful keeping of our gardens, modern forestry, and similar
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reasons. All these causes were diminishing the nesting

opportunities of many birds and their supply of natural food.

Therefore the “ practical
’’

bird-protection, which was so

warmly advocated on the Continent by Freiherr von Ber-

lepsch, aimed at nothing less than to furnish new breeding-

places for useful birds, natural food in hard winter-times, and
cover and protection against their enemies. The feeding in

winter-time was not so easy, and one might read Berlepsch’s

book on this subject with advantage. The planting of thick

bushes, especially those with thorns and berry-bearing

species as were liked, by birds, instead of the foreign ever-

greens and shrubs which only a few birds really loved, was
not within the means of every one, and could only be done
by landowners who were interested in birds

;
but the putting

up of nesting-boxes could be done almost everywhere, in

gardens, parks, and woods, on a large or small scale. In

Germany, nesting-boxes were a very old institution, but

they had never met with genei’al appi'oval, as they had never

been quite successful. Now, however, von Bcrlepsch had

invented nesting-boxes like those exhibited, and they were a

most wonderful success. They were imitations of Wood-
peckers holes, and Avere readily accepted by birds, especially

by Tits. They must, however, be put up properly, and

in BerlepsclFs book on bird-protection some good instructions

were giA'en. Mr. Charles Rothschild and Mr. Walter Roth-

schild had introduced them on a small scale in various places,

and Mr. Hartert hoped to be able to report concerning their

success during the next session of the Club, and he trusted

that other ornithologists would advocate them. They were

made in great numbers, and could be had for about sixpence

each, from a firm in Westphalia, who were making them

according to Berlepsch’s instruction.

Mr. Ernst Haktert exhibited and explained an instru-

ment inA^ented by Mr. L. WiglesAvorth, which he called a

” Ratiometer,” the object of which Avas to ascertain the pro-

portions that different-sized specimens (or parts of specimens)

bear one to another. Mr. Hartert also announced that
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Mr. Wiglesworth was experimentiug with some other instru-

ments likely to be of use in measuring animals.

Mr. Hartert also read some notes by Mr. L. Wiglesworth

(who was not able to be present) about the question “ How
a Bird-skin should be measured ? Mr. Wiglesworth’s

remarks were as follows :

—

“ The identification or distinction of species and sub-species

of birds is often rendered a matter of doubt and uncertainty

owfing to our ignorance of the manner in which our brother

ornithologists apply the tape and rule. I myself, when

actively engaged at Dresden, felt this want of knowledge

hundreds of times. I have measured many specimens, which

had previously been measured by careful ornithologists,

and obtained different results
;
and I have been led into

error on some occasions and have observed that men very

prominent in our science have sometimes also made mistakes

for similar reasons. To give an instance ; authors some-

times compare Scldegel’s wing-measurements with their own.

It is not generally known that Schlegel employed the old

French inch (= about 1T8 English inch), and that he

measured (as Dr. Biittikofcr once told me) across the arc of

the wing, with a pair of callipers or compasses, and not over

the wing, as some other ornitliologists do. There arc, of

course, many kinds of inches besides the English
;

in

Whitaker^s Almanack about twenty will be found, though,

for scientific purposes, they have now, 1 believe, all succumbed

to the insidious millimetre, except the hardy native of these

islands. But it matters not very much how the rule is

graduated, so long as we all apply it in a similar manner.
“ The principal parts measured are the wing, tail, bill, and

tarsus.

“ The text-books tell us that the wing is measured from

carpus to tip. It is sometimes measured over the convex

upperside with a tape or flexible band
;

or, it is measured

with a stiff rule placed under the wing, the remiges being

straightened out
;

or, thirdly, with a pair of compasses or

callipers, and the natural curve of the feathers not altered.
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The diflFerence of the results obtained is very great in cases

of birds with a very hollow wing, such as Game-birds, and
in no case are the lengths quite the same.

“ Next the tail : we measure to the tips of the longest

feathei’s, but sometimes from the point where these enter the

skin, sometimes from the oil-gland, sometimes, again, from

the ends of the feathers within the skin.
“ Then the bill : it is sometimes measured from the

naso-frontal suture to the tip (culmen), or from where the

plumes of the forehead impinge upon the culmen, whether at

the middle of the culmen or from more advanced feathers on

the sides thereof, or, again, it is measured from the cere, or

from the nostril, or from the gape. Usually a pair of com-

passes is employed (straight measurement), but sometimes a

tape (for the curve)

.

“ As to the tarsus, a small difference results from mea-

suring it in front or behind.

It appears obvious that it is high time to take measures

concerning our measurements, and make rules for our rules !

The B.O.C. could probably bring about this desirable result.

1 would suggest that the Club should adopt one certain

method of measurement as the normal method, and that, if

no indication is given that any other method has been

adopted, it should be understood that the normal measure-

ment has been made. Any departure fi'om this method

should be specially stated. Following the precedent of the

Stricklandian Code, some one distinguished ornithologist

should be asked to draw up a Code of Rules of Measurement.

Those interested in the matter could communicate privately

with him. His Code would be submitted to the B.O.C. and

finally, in the hope of obtaining international acceptance, to

the Ornithological Congress in Paris next J une.^^

Mr. Heatley Noble exhibited a pair of eggs of the

Spine-tailed Swift from Nerochinski, and also the nest, eggs,

and nestling birds of White’s Thrush {^Oreocic.hla varia'),

which had been obtained from Mt. Fuji Yama, in Japan,

l)v Mr. Alan Owston. He considered that these eggs were
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undoubtedly authentic, and they closely resembled those of

the Himalayan 0. dauma. The nest and eggs obtained by
the late Consul Swinhoe, and supposed by him to have been
those of Whitens Thrush, probably belonged to Merula
mandarina.

Mr. WjiLTER Goodfellow described a new species of

Humming-bird, discovered by himself and Mr. Claud
Hamilton during their recent travels in Ecuador;

—

Helianthea hamiltoni, sp. n.

H. similis H. lutetice, sed macula frontali aureo-viridi, et
gastraei nitore metallico bronzino-viridi, plaga alari

pallida cinnamomeS,, nec albicante, distinguenda. Long,
tot. 5'0 poll., culm. L6, alse 2’9, caudae 1‘7, tarsi 0’2.

Hab. Papallacta, near Antisana, E. Ecuador.

Of this species JMr. Goodfellow had procured, in February

1899, a series of both male and female specimens, all of

w'hich were perfectly constant as regards the characters

mentioned above. All the birds from the xoestern slope

of the Andes of Quito proved to be the true H. lutetice,

of which the travellers had also procured a good series.

Dr. Boavdler Sharpe exhibited another British-killed

specimen of the Levantine Shearwater {Pvffinus yelkouan),

which had been sent by Mr. Charles Smoothy, of Little

Baddow^, near Chelmsford. The specimen had been obtained

at Bridlington Quay in October 1898.

Dr. Sharpe exhibited and described a new species of Bee-

eater, obtained by Mr. G. L. Bates on the Rio Benito in

French Congo :

—

Merops batesiana, sp. n.

d . Similis M. muelkri, Cass., sed saturatior, facie laterali,

colli lateribus et prajpectore toto nigris : notaei colore
castaneo ubique saturatiore distinguenda. Long. tot.

8’0 poll., culm. D4, alae 3'2, caiKh-e 2‘95, tarsi 0'35.

The specimen from the Benito River dillcrcd so much
from the figure of the type of M. muclleri given by Cas.sin
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in the ' Transactions " of the Philadelphia Academy, that

Dr. Sharpe had written to Mr. Witmer Stone on the subject.

The latter gentleman having assured him that the figure

was an accurate rendering of M. muelleri, it became evident

that not only was the Benito bird distinct, but also the

so-called M. muelleri from the Gold Coast. This Dr. Sharpe

proposed to name in honour of Colonel Northcott, who did

excellent work in the Hinterland of the Gold Coast, and
was killed at the Modder River in November last.

Me HOPS NORTHCOTTi, sp. n.

M. similis M. muelleri, Cass., castaneus, sed praepectore nigro,

pectore ultramarino et abdomine cyanescente distin-

guenda. Long. tot. 7T poll., culm. 1*4, alee 3’3,

caudae 3’05, tarsi 0’4.

Hub. Gold Coast [Shelley Coll, in Mus. Brit.).

These species may have to be placed, according to Dr.

Sharpe, in the genus Melittophagus, in which case they

vt^ould be called Melittophagus muelleri, Cass., M. batesiana

and M. northcotti. The type of the last species, however,

has the central tail-feathers elongated, but all the other

specimens known have the tail square.

Mr. W. R. Ogilvie Grant sent the following description

of another new species of bird collected by the late Mr. John

Whitehead in Hainan ;

—

Garrulax semitorquata, sp. n.

Adult male. Most nearly allied to G. pectoralis, Gould,

having the ear-coverts similarly striped. It is, however,

much smaller and at once distinguished by the following

characters :—The black band surrounding the throat is

widely interrupted in the middle, the outer webs of the

outer primary quills are brownish buff instead of white, and

the tips of the tail-feathers are yellowish bulf.

Adult female. Differs only from the male in having the

white streaks on the ear-coverts more strongly marked.

Iris straw-colour to reddish brown; upper mandible leaden-

black; lower mandible and feet leaden-grey.
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Total length about 11 inches, culmen T25, wing 5T,

tail 4'8, tarsus 1’75.

Hab. Five-finger Mts., interior of Hainan.

Mr. Grant also described a new Shrike from Arabia,

obtained by the Percival-Dodson Expedition :

—

TeLEPHONIS PERCIVALI, sp. n.

Adult male. Like T. blanfordi, Sharpe, but rather smaller,

the bill especially being not nearly so stout
;
the fore-neck,

chest, and rest of underparts much greyer, and the rufescent

margin to the inner web of the quills, so conspicuous in

T. blaufordi, barely indicated. Iris brown
;

bill black; legs

grey.

Total length 7*5 inches, culmen 0*88, wing 3'0, tail 3‘4,

tarsus 1‘2.

The next Meeting of the Club will be held on Wednesday,

the 21st of March, 1900, at 8.30, at the Restaurant Frascati,

32 Oxford Street
; the dinner at 7 p.m.

(Signed)

P. L. ScLATER, R. Bowdler Sharpe, W. E. de Winton,

Chairman. Editor. Sec. ^ Treas.

SPECIAL NOTICE.

On the 25th of April an exhibition of albinos and colour-

variations of birds will take place. Members are invited to

show any specimens they may deem of interest.
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The sixty-ninth Meeting of the Club was held at the

Restaurant Frascati, 32 Oxford Street, on Wednesday, the

21st of March, 1900.

Chairman : P. L. Sclater, F.R.S.

Members present :

—

Boyd Alexander, E. Bidwell, F. E.

Blaauw, J. L. Bonhote, W. F. Brockholes, A. F. Cross-

man, P. Crowley, 'W. E. de Winton {Treasurer), H. E,

Dresser, Dr. F, D. Drewitt, H. J. Elwes, F.E.S., E. N. F.

Fenwick, H. O. Forbes, LL.D., F. H. Carruthers Gould,

W. R. Ogilvie Grant, E. Hartert, J. Graham Kerr,

G. E. Lodge, E. Neale, R. Nesham, Heatley Noble,

F. Penrose, M.D., T. Digby Pigott, C.B., H. L. Popham,

R. H. Read, Hon. W. Rothschild, M.P., F. C. Selous,

F. Sharman, R. Bowdler Sharpe, LL.D. {Editor), L.

Williams.

Visitors : T. F. Althaus, Goodfellow, C. Hamilton,

W. E. D. Scott (Princeton, U.S.A., Guest of the Club),

E. A. Wilson.

The Hon. Walter Rothschild exhibited an adult speci-

men of the so-called Aquila fulvescens, shot by Herr Fiihrer

in Albania, together with a young bird obtained about the

same time and place. For comparison he placed on the table

adult and young birds of the Great Spotted Eagle {Aquila

maculata) and the Small Spotted Eagle {Aquila pomarina),

\_M.arch Z\st, 1900.] TOC. X.
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and made the following remarks :
—

“

The name Aquila ful-

vescens has hitherto been bestowed on Indian specimens, and

this form has, up to the present time, been admitted by British

ornithologists to be a well-marked and distinct species. The

late Eugen von Homeyer described a European example

under the name of Aquila boecki, and since then, including

the one exhibited to-night, three more examples have been

recorded from Europe, Mr. Hartert, Dr. Otto Beiser (m

lilt.), and several other naturalists have more than once drawn

attention to the exactly similar proportions and external

characters existing between Aquila maculata and Aquila

fulvescens, the only difference being in the colour of the

plumage, and they have suggested that A. boecki might be a

more or less constant aberration of Aquila maculata.
“

I think that the young bird exhibited will convince most

ornithologists, as it has myself, that Aquila fulvescens is

really a parallel ^aberration’ to the light forms of the Common
Buzzard, Buteo buteo, and that it is not a good species.

This young bird has the upper and under tail-coverts, as

well as the feathers of the leg and thigh, of the same pale

buff’ colour, and in these markings it resembles the adult

Aquila fulvescens ;
while the rest of its plumage is identical

with typical young of Aquila maculata. A further proof is

that a few examples of the Indian Little Spotted Eagle

(A. hastata) show a tendency to have large buff areas of

plumage. I therefore consider that there are only three

species of Spotted Eagles with round nostrils, viz. : 1. Aquila

maculata, 2. Aquila pomurina, 3. Aquila hastata. It follow's,

therefore, that Aquila fulvescens must be sunk as a species

and must stand as Aquila maculata, aberr. fulvescens.”

Mr. Rothschild exhibited a series of birds from the island

of S. Thomd, in the Bight of Benin, and made remarks on

some of the species which were peculiar to the island.

He also called the attention of the meeting to some re-

markable specimens of Phalacrocorax chalconotus, illustrating
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the breeding-plumage of the species, with the tufts of white

filamentous plumes above the eyes. The young birds had

formerly been described as Phalacrocorax glaums, but

specimens in intermediate stages of plumage in the Tring

Museum showed that P. glaucus and P. chalconotus were

identical.

Mr. Rothschild exhibited specimens of the Balkan Shore-

Lark {Otocorys balcanica)

.

He also exhibited a specimen of a young bird of Urubi-

tinga urubitinga, which had been captured by Mr. Andre at a

distance of 200 yards inside the great cave of the Steatornis,

at Caripe in Venezuela.

Mr. Ernst Hartert described a new Spine-tailed Swift

as follows :

—

ChjEtura thomensis, sp. n.

This remarkable new species of Chatura is smaller than

all the other African species, and the wings, though fully as

long as those of Ch(etura sabinei, are much narrower, softer,

and weaker. It is doubtless the bird mentioned by Mr.

Newton, of Lisbon, as Ch. cassini, but no specimen appears

to have been procured by him. Ch. cassini is much larger,

and has a much shorter and stiffer tail than Ch. Ihomensis,

and Ch. sabinei has a much bi’oader wing, and its under

and upper tail-coverts are so much elongated as to

cover the rectrices above and below, while in Ch. thomensis

they leave nearly 2 cm. above and about 1 cm. below

uncovered.

Ch. thomensis is black above, including the wings and tail,

with greenish and steel-blue reflections. Throat and breast

dull greyish black, without gloss. Abdomen white, with dull

black shaft-lines to the feathers. Upper and under tail-

coverts white, with broad black shaft-streaks
;

the longest

upper tail-coverts almost entirely brownish black. Underwing-

coverts black. Total length about 105 mm. (from tip of bill



HvVol. i,]

to end of tail), wing 116-117, tail 43, the bare tarso-meta-

tarsus 8'5 mm.
Three adult specimens were procured at Pedroma on the

island of San Thome, W. Africa, by Mr. Albert Mocquerys.

Mr. W. E. D. Scott exhibited a series of interesting

photographs of the nests of the Spine-tailed Swift of North

America {Choetura pelasgia), showing the growth of the

nestlings at different periods of their advancement in age.

lie also gave some interesting details of the habits of the

species. The photographs had been rendered possible by the

removal of the sides of the chimney in his own house, so as

to reveal the nests in situ.

Mr. Scott also contributed the following notes on three

new species of Tyrannidoi from Patagonia, specimens of

which he placed before the meeting :

—

“ The descriptions of these birds, apparently heretofore

unknown, are based on material collected in Patagonia by

Mr. J. B. Hatcher. Mr. Hatcher was sent on a scientific

mission to the above region by the University of Princeton,

New Jersey, U.S.A. The study of the geology of the

country and the collection of palaeontological specimens were

the chief objects of this expedition, but the collection of

about one thousand birds clearly indicates that the existing

fauna was in no way neglected. All of this ornithological

material is now at the Natural History Museum, South

Kensington, whither I have brought the specimens by the

direction of Princeton University, the British Museum being

the only place where adequate comparisons can be made. A
monograph in detail wdll be the ultimate result of this work,

and in the meantime diagnoses of such birds as appear to

be undescribed will be communicated to the British Ornitho-

logists^ Club.

“ Muscisaxicola gahketti, sp. n.
'

•

“
cf . Fronte nigro :

pilco reliquo castaneo : hypochondriis et

subcaudalibus pallide cinnamomeis. Long. tot. circa

6‘4< poll., culm. ()’7, alae 4-3, caudai 2’55, tarsi 1*2.

? . Mari similis. Alae 4‘4 poll.
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“ Hab. Near Coy Inlet, Patagonia, October 1896,

Princeton University Collection, Nos. 7643, 7644.

“This species is named after Mr. John W. Garrett, of

Ealtimore, Maryland, in appr’eciation of the assistance which

he has rendered to the expeditions sent to Patagonia.

“ Muscisaxicola hatchert, sp. n.

“(J. SimilisM. grisea, sed magis brunnescens: linea frontali

alba, et remigibus albo fasciatim apicatis distinguenda.

Long. tot. circa 6‘5 poll., culm. 0'7, alee O'O, caudse 2*75,

tarsi L3.

“Hab. Cordillera, U pper Rio Chico, Patagonia, 18 February,

1897. Princeton University Collection, No. 7645.

“ This species is named after Mr. J. B. Hatcher, whose work

in Patagonia has contributed so largely to our knowledge of

the past and present fauna of that country.

“ Agriornis poliosoma, sp. n.

“ ^ . Similis sed plumbescenti-brunneus: gastraeo

quoque plumbescenti-brunneo : subcaudalibus albis :

crisso vix cervino tincto
:
gutture albo, distincte nigro

striolato : fascia superciliari alba distincta : macula lorali

nigra
:
geuis albis, nigro striatis : caudse pro UO poll, ad

apicem albo terminata. Long. tot. 9‘3 poll., culm. 1*15,

alae 5*3, caudae 4 0, tarsi U3.

“Hab. Arroyo Gio, Patagonia, 20 May, 1898. Princeton

University Collection, No. 7927.

“ This species is closely allied to A. marilima, but is dis-

tinguished by its leaden-brown plumage and wAi/e superciliary

streaks, as well as by the increased amount of white on the

tail-feathers.'’^

Ur. Bowdler Sharpe exhibited a specimen of the rare

Bubo letti, Biittik., from the Rio Benito, French Congo,

obtained by Mr. G. L. Bates. The species had been originally

described by Ur. Biittikofer from Liberia, and was placed

by him in the genus Bubo. The specimen, however, had

been examined by Mr. Pycraft for its pterylography, and

Ur. Sharpe, judging by its external characters, concurred

with him that it belonged to the genus Scops, and should

be known as Scops letti (Biittik.).
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Another interesting bird proeured by Mr. Bates was a

white-spotted Crake, winch did not seem to be quite the

same as Caniralius oculeus of the Gold Coast. It was identical,

however, with the bird from the Cameroons, and Dr. Sharpe

had already referred (Cat. B. xxiii. p. 73) to the differences

exhibited by the birds of the latter country. He therefore

proposed to describe the Crake from the French Congo and

the Cameroons as

CaNIKALLUS I3ATESI, sp. n.

Ad. Similis C. oculeo, sed saturatior, dorso saturate olivas-

centi-briinneo, nec virescenti-olivaceo
:

pileo sordid^

hrunneo, nec rufescenti-brunneo : fronte et facie laterali,

sicut in C. oculeo, cinereis, regione auriculari quoque
cinereo. Long. tot. 110 poll., culm. L30, alse 6‘3, caudse
2'4, tarsi L95.

Among other interesting birds obtained on the Bio Benito

on the same occasion were examples of Bubulcus lucidus and

Calopelia brehmeri.

Dr. SuAUPE likewise exhibited a specimen of- a Goshawk

from British Guiana, from the collection of Mr. F. V.

McConnell. Feeling sure that it was Astur jardinii of

Gurney (Ibis, 1887, p. 96, pi. iii.), Dr. Sharpe had sent the

specimen to i\Tr. James Reeve, the Director of the Castle

Museum at Norwich, for comparison with the type and unique

example of the species in that museum. Mr. Reeve stated

that the Guiana example was identical with the type of

A. jardinii, and therefore the habitat of the species, previously

unknown, was now identified as Guiana.

Mr. Ogilvie Gk-'^nt, on behalf of Mr. C. B. Rickett,

exhibited a very distinct new species of Scops Owl, for which

Mr. Rickett proposed the name of

Scops latouchi, sp. n.

Adidt male. This species belongs to the yellow-billed group

f
of the genus Scops, and is apparently most nearly allied to

. C S. icterorli!/7icha,

^

he]\ey, from the Gold Coast, and more
^

‘ distantly related to S. rufescens (Ilorsf.), from Malacca and

the Sunda Islands. The pale frontal band is, however, less
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conspicuous than in the above-named speeies. Scops la-

touchii differs chiefly from S. icterorhyncha in having the

feathers of the head and mantle distinctly barred with black

and rufous buff; but the barring is mostly concealed by the

wide reddish-brown tips to the feathers, which ai’e very finely

vermiculated with black
;
the tail is rather strongly marked

with irregular bars and mottiings of black on a brownish-red

ground
;
the bars on the outermost primaries are rufous buff

instead of white; the underparts are whitish buff, shading into

rufous on the upper breast and flanks, entirely devoid of dark

shaft-streaks, but very finely vermiculated with brownish

black
;

the feathers covering the basal part of the belly,

vent, and the longish flank-plumes are pure white, some of the

latter, like the under tail-coverts, having reddish-brown bars.

Total length about 9‘0 inches, wing 5‘9, tail 3'5, tarsus

115.

Hab. Ah Ch'ung, Fohkien, 16th December, 1899.

Mr. Digby Pigott communicated a note from his friend

Mr. J. R. Dasent, C.B., who had just returned from his

yearly visit to the island of St. Vincent, West Indies.

Mr. Dasent stated that the destruction of bird-life of all

kinds by the hurricane of September 1898 had been very

great. A small bronze-green Humming-bird, which had
before been the commonest and boldest bird in the island,

had, it was believed, entirely disappeared. During the seven

weeks of Mr. DasenPs stay he had not noticed one of these

birds, though on previous visits they were to be seen, sitting

on telephone wires &c., and as plentiful as Swallows in

summer in England. Mr. Thompson, the Administrator,

had told him that since the hurricane he had neither himself,

nor had he met with anyone who had, observed one of these

birds. Two other Humming-birds, formerly less common
than the extinguished species, still exist in the island, but

in much reduced numbers.

A Parrot, usually to be found only with difficulty in the

mountain forests, and a Pigeon (known locally as “ Ra-

mier^’)—also an exceptionally shy bird—after the hurricane.
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came about, and evea into, the towns in search of food, in

large numbers (the Parrots singly, the Pigeons in small

parties), many of them in such an exhausted state as to be

easily caught by hand.

Mr. ScLATER called attention to the Report of the Society

for the Protection of Birds, of which he was one of the

V^ice-Presidents, as adopted at the Anniversary Meeting on

26th February last. Mr. Sclater was quite in accord with

the general objects of this Society as explained in their

prospectus, although, as regards protective legislation, he was

of opinion that interference in this matter by Acts of Parlia-

ment might be sometimes carried too far. He thought,

however, that every lover of birds w'ould do well to join the

Society.

Mr. Sclater stated that Messrs. Goodfellow and Hamilton

(w'ho were present as guests on this occasion) had lately

returned from a successful expedition in the Colombian and

Equatorian Andes, during which they had made a collection

of upwards of 5000 bird -skins, comprising examples of many
rare species. The travellers had landed at Bueuoventura on

the Pacific Coast in April 1898, and had thence crossed the

Andes into the valley of the Cauca. This was ascended,

and, passing through Popayan, Messrs. Goodfellow and

Hamilton had entered the Republic of Ecuador at Tulcan,

proceeding thence to Quito, where a lengthened stay was

made. From Quito excursions were effected to Pichincha,

and to the low country on the Pacific Coast near Santo

Domingo. Leaving Quito on March 1st last year, Messrs.

Goodfellow and Hamilton crossed the Andes to the upper

waters of the Napo, and descended that river in canoes to

Yquitos in Peru, whence the journey home was effected by

steamer.

Mr. Goodfellow was preparing an account of the birds

collected during this remarkable journey for ‘ The Ibis.’ In

the meanwhile Mr. Sclater called attention to two noticeable

specimens. One of these was an example of a male

Fruit-Crow {Gijmnoderus foetidus) in fully adult plumage.
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Mr. Sclater exhibiterl a coloured drawing, taken from the

fresh specimen by Mr. Hamilton, of the head of this bird,

showing the extraordinary development of the pale blue

wattles of the neck, which had never been correctly repre-

sented or described, and were so different in appearance from

ordinary specimens of this bird that Mr. Sclater liad, at first,

been inclined to regard the Ecuador bird as a distinct species.

The second bird exhibited was an example of the little-known

Mtjiadestes coracinns, Berlepsch, from the forests of the Upper

Napo.

The next Meeting of the Club will be held on Wednesday,

the 25th of April, 1900, at the llestaurant Frascati, 32 Oxford

Street, at 8.30 p.m.
;
the Dinner at 7 o^clock.

(Signed)

P. L. ScLATEK, R. Bowdler Sharpe, W. E. de Winton,

Chairman. Editor. Sec. ^ Treas.

SPECIAL NOTICE.

The next Meeting of the Club will be entirely devoted to

the exhibition of albino and other colour-variations of Birds.

The Hon. Walter Rothschild, who probably possesses the

finest collection of “ varieties
”

of birds in this country, will

on this occasion exhibit some of the most notable examples

from his Museum. Members of the B. O. C. and their

friends are also requested to bring every available speeimen

of colour-variation, so that the exhibition may be rendered

as successful as have been the previous ones held under the

auspices of the British Ornithologists’ Club.
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Chairman : P. L. Sclater, F.R.S.

Members present : — O. V. Aplin, G. E. Barrett-

FIamilton, E. Bidwell, J. L. Bonhote, W. Fitzherbert

Brockholes, a. F. Crossman, Philip Crowlev, W. E. de

WiNTON {Treasurer), H. E. Dresser, F. D. Drewitt, M.D.,

F. W. Frohawk, J. Gerrard, F. H. C. Gould, W. R.

Ogilvie Grant, E. Hartert, G. E. Lodge, A. H. Mac-

PHERsoN, E. G. B. Meade-Waldo, j. G. Millais, H. C.

Monro, R. Nesham, H. Noble, E. W. Oates, C. E. Pearson,

H. J. Pearson, T. Digby Pigott, C.B., W. P. Pycraft,
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Terry, N. F. Ticehurst, W. F. Urwick, Watkin Watkins,

J. Wilkinson, Charles Whymper, A. F. R. Wollaston,

C. A. Wright.

Visitors ; R. S. Archbould, H. Rowland Brown, W. Pt.

Collins, C. E. Fagan, A. S. Hargreaves, K. E. Mackenzie,

E. S. Mason, L. S. Pawles, Theed Pearse, C. J. Schil-

lings (German Expert in the Conference on the Preserva-

tion of Large Game of Africa, Guest of the Club), W. E.

D. Scott (Princeton, U.S.A.), A. Thorburn, O. Thomas.

[April mh, 1900.] VOL. X.
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Mr, W. E. D, Scott described the following apparently

new or hitherto undetected species of birds from South

America. Some of these birds had been procured by

Mr. J. B. Hatcher in Patagonia, but most of them were

previously represented in tbe collection of the British

Museum.

CiNCLODES OUSTALETI, Sp. n.

Similis C. patachonico, sed multo minor, et abdomine medio

albo distinguendus : ala 3‘55 nec 4'1, culmine 0*8

nec 1*0. Suprh chocolatino-brunneus, pileo dorso

concolori : subths chocolatinus, nec grisescens, et

minus distincte striatus. Long. tot. 6’5 poll., culm.

0'8, alse 3‘7, caudje 2‘5, tarsi 105.

Hab. Chili and Mendoza. [Type ex Central Chili

:

Berkeley James Coll., Mus. Brit^

CiNCLODES MOLITOR.

J . Similis C. oustaleti, sed major et subtus albido sparsim

striatus, notaeo et hypochoudriis chocolatino-brunneis,

sed abdomine brunnco nec albo et subcaudalibus albo

striatis distinguendus. Long. tot. 7’5 poll,, culm. 0‘95,

alae 4‘0, caudae 3‘0, tarsi I'l.

Hah. Chili. [Type ex Chili {Leybold) : Salvm-Godrnan

Coll., Mus. Brit.']

CiNCLODES OREOBATES, Sp. 11.

. Similis C.fusco, sed rufescentior ; pectore fusco obscure
marmorato nec albido distincte striolato : hypochon-
driis et subcaudalibus et rectricum apicibus rufesceuti-

bus nec grisescenti-brunneis
:
gutture albo, vix fusco

fasciatim notato. Long. tot. 6 8 poll., culm. 0'85,

alae 3'9, caudae 2'7, tarsi 1*2.

Hah. Colombia. [Type ex Sierra Nevada of Santa

Marta, Colombia {¥. A. A. Simons) : Sclater Coll., Mus.

Brit.]

CiNCLODES SPARSIM-STRIATUS, sp. n. f

d

.

Similis C. nigrofumoso, sed subtus vix albo striolatus, et

gutture fusco, sordide isabellino striato facile distiii-

giiendus. Long. tot. 8‘7 poll., culm. LO, alae 4’5,

caudae 3'2, tarsi L2.

Hah. Peru. [Type ex Islay (//. Whitely) : Sclater Coll.,

Mus. Bt'it.]
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UpUCERTHIA DARWINI, Sp. 11.

. Similis U. dumetorice, sed ubique rufescentior, alis

caudaque praecipue rufescentibus : rectricibus medianis

rufescentibus nec griseo-brunneis distinguendus. Long,
tot. 8’2 poll., culm. 1'35, alse 3’9, caudse 3‘15,

tarsi 1*05.

Hab. Mendoza, Arg. Rep. \_Salvin-Godman Coll., Mm.

Upucerthia saturatior, sp. n.

U. similis U. dumetorice, sed saturatior, hypochondriis eon-

coloribus minime striolatim notatis : supra ebocolatino-

brunnea, regione parotiea eervino nec albido striolata.

Long. tot. 7'5, culm. 1’25, alse 3’8, caudse 3 0, tarsi I’O.

Hab. Chile. [Type ex Central Chili : Berkeley James Coll.,

Mus. Brit.']

UpUCERTHIA FITZGERALDl, Sp. n.

? . U. similis U. validirostri, sed cauda nigricanti-brunnea

nec rufescente, gutture albido, plumis anguste fusco

fasciatim marginatis distinguenda. Long. tot. 8’2 poll.,

culm. 1‘5, alse 3’9, caudse 2‘75, tarsi 1'05.

Hab. Puerto del Inca, Arg. Rep., March 9, 1897 {E. A.

Fitzgerald, Mus. Brit.).
L'

Geositta brevirostris, sp. n.

$ . Similis G. cunicularice, sed rostro multo breviore (O' 65,

minime 0'8), al^ tamen longiore (4'20 nec 3'75), supra-

caudalibus lactescenti-albis, ala minimi extus rufescente

distinguenda. Long. tot. G'O poll., eaudse 2'25, tarsi 0*85.

Hab. Mt, Tigre, Patagonia, Aug. 14, 1896. [Type in Mus.

Princeton, No. 7769.] Central Chili [Berkeley James Coll.,

Mus. Brit.).

Henicornis wallisi, sp. n.

$ . Similis H. ph<jenicurce, sed major, rostro longiore et

ala breviore, rectricibus medianis brunneis nec basaliter

castaneis distinguenda. Long. tot. 7’0 poll., culm. 0'95,

alas 2'9, caudse 2'65, tarsi 0'9.

Hab. Arroyo Eke, Patagonia, May 24, 1898. [Type in

Mus. Princeton, No. 7939.] Chuput (H. Durnford, Mus.

Brit.).

Named in honour of Harrison P. Wallis, Esq., of Brooklyn,

N.Y.
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Agriornis leucurus, sp. n.

{Agriornis leucurus, Gould, Voy. ^ Beagle,^ Birds, pi. xiii.

nomen nudum.)

Similis A. maritimo, sed minor, multo saturatior, et rostro

longiore distingiiendus. Supril sordide brunnescens neo

cinerascenti-brunneus : corpore subtus brunnesceiitiore,

abdomine vix pallidiore. Long. tot. 8’5 poll., culm. L15,
alse 4’65, caudse 3'2, tarsi 1*35. [Type in Mus. Brit, ex
Port Desire (C. Darwin).

PlIRYGILUS PRINCETONIANUS, Sp. 11.

^

.

Similis P. melanodero, sed luiuor : suprjl griscsceus,

vix viridi lavatus
:
pileo et facie lateral! dare ciuereis :

palpebra, regioue post-oculari, et strig^ lata mystacali

albis : plagS, lorali et gutture toto nigris : snbtus laete

flavus : ala tota conspicue laete flava, tectricibus pri-

mariorum uigro termiiiatis. Long. tot. 5'6 poll., culm.

0‘5, alee 3’6, caudae 2’4, tarsi 0‘85.

Hab. Cbeike, Patagonia, Jan. 10, 1898. [Type in l\Ius.

Princeton, No. 7698.]

Mr. ScLATER exhibited a third set of photographs of rare

Australian birds’ nests and eggs which had been forwarded

to him by Mr. D. Le Souef, of Melbourne. Amongst these

were figures of the nests and eggs of several little-known

Honey-eaters, also those of the Orececa cristata and the

suspended nest of Kaup’s Flycatcher [Arses kaupi).

After a few remarks from Mr. Hartert and Mr. J. G.

Millais on the exhibition of albinos and colour-variations of

birds, a vote of thanks to the Hon. Walter Rothschild and

the other gentlemen who had brought together such a fine

series of specimens for the entertainment of the Clnh was

proposed by Mr. W. E. de Winton, and carried with

acclamation.

The Meeting then adjourned to the large banqueting-hall

of the Restaurant, and the rest of the evening was spent in

examining the speeimens, most of which had been brought

by Mr. Rothschild from his Museum at Tring.

A full account of this exhibition will be given in a supjile-

mentary number of the Bulletin. The Editor will feel



Ixv rvoi. X.
L.

obliged to any members who showed specimens if they will

kindly send him a few notes on the history of the birds

exhibited.

The next Meeting of the Club will be held on Wednesday,

the 16th of May, 1900, at 8.30, at the Restaurant Frascati,

32 Oxford Street; the Dinner at 7 p.m.

(Signed)

P. L. ScLATER, R. Bowbler Sharpe, W. E. de Winton,

Chairman. Editor. Sec. Treas.

NOTICE.

The Annual Meeting of the B. O. U. having been fixed this

year for May 16th, the same day as the monthly meeting of

the B. O. C., it has been arranged by the Committees of the

two associations that the usual annual dinner of the B. O. U.

shall not take place, but that those members of the B. O. U.

who are not members of the B. O. C. shall be invited to dine

af the dinner of the B. O. C. at the Restam’ant Frascati

on that day (at 7 p.m.) as Honorary Members and attend

the subsequent meeting of the Club at 8.30 p.m. Those

members of the B. O. U. who wish to do this are requested

to send in their names to Mr. W. E. de Wtnton, the Sec.

and Treasurer of the B. O. C. (Address : 7, Southampton

Row, W.C.)
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[The following is a brief abstract of the exhibits at the

Meeting of the British Ornithologists’ Club on April 25,

1900.—R. B. S.]

Mr. Ernst Hartert exhibited, on behalf of the Hon.

Walter Rothschild (who was, to his great regret, unable to

be present at the Meeting), a very large selection of the

numerous albinos, melanisins, and other colour-variations in

the Ti’ing Museum. He explained that he had tried to exhibit

as many species as possible, but of nearly all the common
European birds, especially of the Passeres, there were many
more examples of colour-variation in Mr. Rothschild’s

Museum. The most interesting and the most different types

of varieties were, however, exhibited on the present occasion.

Mr. Rothschild wished to call attention to the fact that

nearly all, if not all, green birds showed yellow varieties

;

for example, all the green Parrots. The grey Parrot, on

the other hand, had white varieties. In the Chlorodrepanis

of the Sandwich Islands, and even in the green portions of

the plumage of other birds, yellow varieties predominated,

instead of white, in albiuistic individuals, as shown by various

specimens on view. This seemed to suggest that the yellow

pigment was extremely strong, and the same might be said

of the red colouring, inasmuch as it often remained quite

normal or only became paler in otherwise quite albinistic

specimens (c/. the albino grey Parrot with a red tail, the

white Bullffiuches with red under surface, the Texan

Cardinal, Rhamphoccelus brasilius, and others). There

were, of course, also exceptions, as exhibited by the grey

Parrot now deposited by Mr. Rothschild in the Zoological

Gardens, which had its normal grey plumage, but had a

white tail.

Mr. Hartert further called attention to the vital difference

between true albinos, which were born white, and in

[May 3l6^, 1900.] a VOL. X.
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whicli tlie total absence of pigment extended also to the iris,

which thus hccaine pink, and often to the beak and feet as

well, and ‘^pied^^ or partially wliite-pluniaged birds, which

had in many cases been at first clothed with a perfectly

normal plumage, and in which the partial absence of pigment

sometimes appeared after several moults, and was not always

quite constant. Such pied aberrations frequently occurred

among cage-birds. It was not quite correct to call such

pied birds albinos, as was often done by collectors—partial

albinos or ^Meucocisms” would be better determination for

such individuals, unless the term “ pied ” could be restricted

to such “ freaks.’^

Mounted Specimens.

Apteryx oweni. S. 1., New Zealand. Nearly all white.

Apteryx australis. S. I., New Zealand. Head and neck

white.

English Pheasants. One silvery-grey, one steel-blue, one

whitish variety.

Gennveus ALBOCRISTATUS. S- Nepal. Brownish white.

Tetrao urogallus. S ‘"id. Russia. Body and wings w hite,

with black spots.

? ad. Akmolinsk. White, with black bars to the

feathers
;
chest uniform white.

Tetrao tetrix. (T ad. Orenburg. Remiges and rectrices

mostly pure white.

S ad. Olanitz. Almost the entire underside vvliite.

ad. Russia. (Leadenhall iMarket.) Pied ; the

wings with a great deal of white.

J ad. Perm. Silvery grey.

$ ad. Twer, Russia. Greyish white.

? ad. Russia. Pure wdiite.

? ad. Russia. Grey, buff, and black in curious

mixture.

Lagopus scoTieus. ($ . Scotland. Buff and wdiitc variety.
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Tetrastes bonasia. ? ad. Perm. With a great amount of

white.

(J ad. Orenburg. Black and white.

(J. Archangel. Perfectly white.

ad. Russia. Mostly white.

Perdix PERDix. c? . Germany (Wiebke coll.), 8.10.72.

White
;

only the wings, the greater part of the head,

and some patches on the back of normal colour.

? . Russia. White, wuth small patches of normal

feathers.

2 c? c? • With nearly the whole under surface chestnut

(so-called “
var. montana

;
upperside whitish, with

large dark brown spots in one, and narrow deep brown

bars in the other specimen.

2. Russia. Silvery grey.

1. Nearly all chestnut var. montana”). East-

bourne, England.

1. Mostly chestnut, with the neck and head pale rusty

buff.

1. Entirely white.

CoTURNix coTURNix. <j' . Italy. Peculiar dark brown

variety.

. Italy. Below white, above somewhat pale gene-

rally, and variegated with white.

Ortyx viRGiNiANus. N. America. Primaries white
•,
general

coloration pale, with all the marks visible.

Tympanuchus AMERicANus. N. America, d' . Breast chest-

nut in the centre, the dark markings very bold and

blackish.

? . N. America. Cream-coloured variety.

CoLUMBA PALUMBUS. Cambridge, 1888. I. Pure white.

I . White, with patches and single feathers of ordinary

colour here and there.

Gallinago gallinago. 1. Wales ; Aberystwith. Breast

and abdomen pure white
;

remiges white
;

upperside

buff and chestnut.

a 2
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Gallinago gallinago. 1. Russia. Below almost entirely

white^ above with large patches of white.

1. England. Cream-coloured variety, with pale

chestnut markings.

1. England. Pale chestnut and white
;

head and

neck of regular colour.

1. England. Dark brown. An example of Sabine’s

Snipe.”

Gallinago major. Chosco, Russia. Remarkable variety,

with upperside of a rusty-buff colour, with round spots

and markings of black.

Vanellus vanellus. Kildare, Ireland. White, with dark

chest, and the dark markings on the tail, head, and

wings regularly developed.

1. England. Like the preceding one, but with some

irregular patches of ordinary coloration.

1. England. Like the specimen from Kildare, but

the tail entirely white, and the pectoral band grey

instead of black.

OcYDROMUs AUSTRALIS. Ncw Zealand. White, with a deep-

brown rump and some brown patches on the head.

1. New Zealand. White, with some brown patches

and spots irregularly distributed.

Gallinula chloropus. White, with black spots on the

wing-coverts and some of the remiges black.

Crex crex. 1. Ireland. White, with irregular broivn

patches above and on the sides.

1. Ireland. Chick, pure white with one brown patch

on the back.

Rallus aquaticus. 1. Tipperary, Ireland. Pure white all

over.

2. Ireland. Pale everywhere, as if the colour had

faded away.

Limosa melanura. S Holland. White, with tail,

quills, and part of the uj)perside cream-coloured.
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Numenius arquatus. 1. Co. Down, Ireland. Pure white,

with red edges.

2. VVermland, Sweden. Buffy white.

3. Ireland. White, with regularly marked wings and

tail.

SoMATERiA MOLLissiMA. Noi’way. Pure white, with five or

six brown feathers below and three on the upper surface.

Fuligula ruLiGULA. ? . England. All the dark portions

of the plumage buff.

Spatula clypeata. Ireland. Buffy white, with all the

darker markings grey.

Anas querquedula. Russia. Pale buffy white.

Pygoscelis PAPUA. Soutli Geoi’gia. Nearly pure white.

Phalacrocorax punctatus. New Zealand. White, with

pale grey markings.

Uria troile. ? ad. Speeton, Yorkshire. Dull slaty

blackish all over.

1. ^ ad. Heligoland. Almost entirely white.

1. Scarborough. (Rather small.) Almost entirely

white.

1. $ ad. Greenland. Upperside pale brown.

Alca torda. Tenby. Black all over, with a few small white

spots on the under surface.

Buteo borealis. N. America. White, with only the head

and neck and tips of secondaries partly brown and with

nearly the whole tail rufous.

Astur palumbarius. Archangel. Buffy white, with dark

.
longitudinal lines

;
tail and back pure white.

Cerchneis tinnunculus. England. Quills freckled with

white.

Accipiter nisus. Near Perth, Scotland. White; wings

and mantle pale brownish grey.

Athene noctua. 1. Cremona, Italy. Perfect albino.
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PsiTTACus ERiTHACUs. 1. Perfectly white, with red tail.

1. Mostly red; quills black; head and neck only

with a few red spots, on the rump a few white feathers,

and a few grey feathers on the back.

1. Grey, with a good many red feathers all over.

(So-called “ King-Parrots.^^)

Pal.eornis torquatus. India. Canary-yellow, with the

rosy-red collar as in typical examples.

Pal^eornis cyanocephalus. India. Canary-yellow, wdth a

very pale red head and a little green on the tail.

Trichoglossus Nov^-HOLLANDiiE. ? . Beneath red
;
head

red, with Avhite longitudinal lines
;

an irregular red

collar : upperside yellow, with red patches : tail mixed

yellow, green, and red.

Gecinus canus. Moscow. Dull Avhite.

A PUS APUS. 1. Pale grey.

1. Sussex. Black, with numerous white feathers.

Glaucopis avilsoni. Ncav Zealand. Pure white.

Garrulus glandarius. 2. England. Pure Avhite.

Pica PICA. 1. France (Riocour coll.). White; the feathers

of the head Avith narroAv black fringes
;
primaries as

usual
;

tail with some black tips to the rectrices.

1. With part of the tail Avhite and more Avhite in the

Aving than usual.

Sturnus vulgaris. 1. Quite Avhite.

1. Pale cream-colour.

1. With the body-plumage mostly Avhite and a few

white feathers in the Avings and tail.

Ampelis GARRULUS. 1. Russia. Crest and back of the head

white
;
also tAvo wdiite feathers in the tail.

1. Body-plumage and Aviugs Avhite
;

breast Avashed

Avith chestnut
;

forehead deep chestnut, neck rather

paler
;
throat pure Avhite as far as it is black in regularly

coloured individuals
;

tips of tail and yelloAV cdgtvs of

Avings of the usual yelloAV colour; the red Avax-likc tips

to the secondaries also present.
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Hirundo RUSTiCA. England. Upperside pale grey; the

tail with the usual pure white round spots; throat pale

rufous, peetoral band of the palest grey.

1. Pure white.

Hirundo urbica. 1. Above pale grey, with white rump.

1. Entirely white.

1. With three outer primai'ies on the right, and seven

(with priraary-eoverts) on the left, wing pure white.

Clivicola riparia. 1. Creamy white.

Lanius ExcuBiTOR. England. Pure white, with the fore-

head and patch behind each eye pale brown.

Sylvia hortensis. White.

Phylloscopus trochilus. Worthing. White.

Sylvia cinerea. England. White.

Accentor modularis. 1. Hampshire. Entirely white.

1. Yorkshire. Entirely white.

1. England. White, with mantle and tail partially

brown.

Erithacus RUBECULA. 1. England. Very pale; above pale

brownish-grey; throat and chest of the palest crimson-

red.

1. England. Most of the feathers of the throat, breast,

and neck white.

1. England. Above very pale brown
;
remiges white;

throat not much paler than usual.

1. England. Above pale cinnamon
; remiges white;

throat quite as deep rufous as usual.

Saxicola cenanthe. 1. Hampshire, September 1892.

Entirely white.

1. England. Quite white, with only a few lines on

the quills deep brown and with three feathers on the

left side pale brownish buff.

1. Suffolk, July ISQJ (juv.). Feathers of head and

mantle mostly white, with very fine dark brown spots.



Vol. X.] Ixxiv

Pratincola rubetra. . Gottingen. Dirty white and

pale cinnamon
;
tail-feathers and primaries white.

Anorthura troglodytes. Miirrenj Switzerland. Two
perfect albinos.

Motacilla alba. Head and body nearly all white.

Anthus obscures. English coast. With a good many

white feathers scattered here and there. Head almost

entirely white.

Anthus pratensis. 1. England. Body-plumage yellowish

white, with a few' brown spots.

1. Body-plumage mostly yellowdsh wdnte, with a few

deep-browm spots, but the whole rump and low'er bach,

upper tail- and wung-coverts, wings, and tail brown as

usual.

Lullula arborea. Pisa, Italy. White, intermixed with

brown feathers all over.

Alauda arvensis. 1. England. White, with the head and

neck, back, and tail marked with deep brown.

2. Brighton. Buffy browm.

1. Germany (Wiebke coll.). With some white

feathers all over and wdiite quills.

Pares c/ERUleus. Murren, Switzerland. White with red

eyes, but mantle and ehest (which are greenish in

ordinary Blue Tits) pale sulphur-yellow.

Merula merula. 1 d . Germany. Head and neck white
;

rest of plumage pied black and white.

1. England. Pied all over; primaries and head almost

entirely white.

1. Brownish buff; wings almost wdiite.

1 . Aylesbury. Mealy grey, wdth faint white cross-

markings and mottlings
;
head darker, wings paler.

1. Pure white.

Turdus Musicus. 1. Germany (Wiebke coll.). Pure white.

1 . Head w lute, neck pied.
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Turdus iliacus. 1. Buffj with all the markings still apparent.

1. Wales. Buff, with the markings well visible;

underside not so pale as in the other specimen.

Turdus viscivoiius. 1. Co. Galway. White; the roundish

spots on the breast faintly indicated in grey.

1. Bristol. Bulfy white; the round spots on the

breast well developed.

Turdus pilaris. 1. Pale
; head^ abdomen,, and under tail-

coverts pure white.

1. Pied
;
head and neck chiefly white.

Trypanocorax prugilegus. 1. England. Face, parts of

wings, and a few patches on the back white.

CoRvus coRONE. 1. Pale brown; the old worn feathers

almost whitish buff, the incoming ones pale brown.

1. Quite white.

CoLCEus MONEDULA. 1. Sarepta. Pied all over, also some

of the quills white.

1. Moscow. Pied above and below, but the quills of

ordinary colour; hind-neck almost entirely white.

Passer domesticus. 1. Russia. Pied
;

head and neck

almost white.

1. England. Buffy brown, wings and tail paler.

1. Germany. BuflFy brown, also paler on the wings

and tail.

1. Perfectly white.

1. Dunedin, New Zealand. White, but tail and wings

with some brown.

Passer montanus. Germany (Wiebke coll.). Below quite

white
;
head and chin dark cinnamon ; upperside pale

cinnamon
;

quills white, with cinnamon edges
;

tail

white, with pale rufous edges.

Ligurinus cHLORis. Rottingdcau, Susscx. Very pale; shaft

of quills white.

Fringilla ccelebs. 1 S • Head and neck white, the green

portion of the back sulphur-yellow
;

wings and tail

variegated with white
;

under surface white, with

cinnamon-rufous patches.
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Fringilla ccelebs. 2 . White, with the portions of the

mantle and rump (green in regularly eoloured birds)

pale sulphur-yellow.

1 c? • Arezzo, Italy. Almost entirely like the first-

mentiond <^, but with some brown on the back.

1. Buff; quills and tail almost entirely white, the

greenish edges on the secondaries replaced by pale

yellow.

1 ^ ad. Near Cheltenham, 8.4.96. Everywhere of a

curious cinnamon-rufous colour, which is darkest on the

dark portions, lightest on the white parts of the plumage.

Linota cannabina. Three pale varieties. Brighton.

Pyrrhula europjEa. 1. White; crown, sides of head and

neck, throat, chest, breast, and abdomen bright rosy red.

1. Similar, but with a faint rosy tinge on the back

and the red portions very much paler.

1. Pure white. N. Gloucester, Aug. 1895.

CoccoTiiRAUSTES coccoTHRAUSTES. Brighton. Pied all over,

white predominating; underside and head and neck

almost universally wdiite.

Loxia curvirostra. ? . Head and neck, greater part of

underside, and a few feathers here and there white.

Pyrrhuloxia sinuata. Texas. Lores and throat faintly

red
;
nearly the whole crest and bases of quills and

tail red.

Emberiza ciTRiNELLA. • Cheltenham. Below rather

light yellow
;
above pied with a great deal of sulphur-

yellow.

1. Head and throat mostly light yellow.

1. All over brownish black; some of the quills white.

Emberiza miliaria. 2. England. Principally white, with

brown spots and other markings.

Emberiza schceniclus. 1. White, with a few brown feathers

on the back and abdomen, and with some brown markings

in the tail.

1. Hereford. White, with pale reddish-brown

markings.
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Skins.

Apteryx oweni. S. I., New Zealand. White, with huffy-

brown tips to the feathers and some dark brown

mottling.

Apteryx mantelli. Young. Waitara, N. I., New Zealand.

Head partially white.

Ehea AMERICANA. White. Reared in British Guiana in

captivity.

Catarrhactes scHLEGELi. 1. Macquarie Is. All over

slaty black
;

small yellow patches above the super-

ciliaries. (See Cat. B. Brit. Mus. xxvi. p. 643.)

1 cJ . Macquarie Is. With slaty-black patches on

the abdomen.

1. Macquarie Is. Upperside buff; flippers creamy

white
;

yellow forehead and suprasuperciliary tufts

well developed and quite golden yellow.

1. Macquarie Is. Below with about four dozen

black feathers scattered about.

2. With flippers and from the middle of the back

white.

1 young. Above creamy white.

1 adult. Above pale brown.

Catarrhactes pachyrhynchus. Upperside with a great

number of white feathers, arranged singly
;
none in

patches.

Catarrhactes chrysolophus. Prince Edward Is. White,

but the forehead and tufts golden yellow.

Euoyptula minor. Pure albino : even the feet quite pale,

but the beak black.

Phalacrocorax carbo. Holland. Above pale brown, with

whitish edges to the feathers
;
below white, with pale

rufous-brown tips to most of the feathers.
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Fkatercula arctica. 1. St. Kilda. Upper surface and

neck white, spotted with black.

1. St. Kilda. Entirely white; only wings and tail

partially black.

ad. Faroe Islands. Above wdiite, with black

spots; crown black, with a few wdiite spots.

d . Faroe Islands. Entirely white
;
only wings and

tail with a few black feathei’s.

d . Faroe Islands. Pale bufty brown.

Uria grylle. Greenland. Above mostly wdiite.

Uria lomvia. c? ad. Greenland. Above slaty grey.

(J ad. Greenland. Above very pale silvery grey.

Alle alee. Above white and black.

Anas boschas. ? . Elbe, near Hamburg (Wiebke coll.).

Tail wdtb much white; neck and under surface creamy

buff
;

bill rather narrow. (Supposed by Messrs. Wiebke
to be a hybrid of a Mergus and Anas hoschas, for wdiicli

belief, however, there is no foundation.)

Mareca PENELOPE. ? . Scotland. Upperside, neck, and

breast pale grey, with white edges to the feathers.

Nettion CRECCA. Germany. Of a very pale brown
;
wings

mostly white.

Fulica ATRA. 1. Lenkoran. Pale huffy grey; tips of

wings and tail, and edges to the feathers of the back,

creamy white.

2 juv. England. Fore-neck and chest white.

PoRPHYRio MELANONOTUS. 1. New Zealand. Wings and

tail with broad white ante-apical cross-bands
;
bases of

upper wdng-coverts, under tail-coverts, and a few

feathers on the sides of the chest white.

1 ? . Nelson, New Zealand. Similar to the former,

but with the white bands on the wungs and tail much

narrowei’, and the feathers of the mantle, as well as

some more on the sides of the chest, white.

1. New Zealand. Broad tips to some of the feathers

above and below', and tips to quills, buffy white.
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OcYDROMUs EARLi. 1. Nclson^ New Zealand. Under sur-

face white^ with a large patch of feathers in the middle

of the chest and some feathers on the sides of tlie

abdomen brown. Primaries white.

1. Westport, New Zealand. Under surface white,

with three feathers on tbe chest and some on the

abdomen brown
;
forehead and crown with some white

feathers
;

pi'imaries white.

1. Nelson West, New Zealand. Like the former

specimen, but with a large patcli in the middle of the

chest brown.

OcYDROMUS AUSTRALIS. ? . Otago. Perfect albino.

Rallus aquaticus. England. Two outer primaries on left,

one on right wing, under and lesser upper wing-coverts,

a few feathers on the nape, middle of forc-neck, nearly

the whole abdomen, and under tail-coverts, white.

Tetrao tetrix. ? . Kasan. Underside from the fore-neck

to the tail-coverts white, with some blackish markings
;

wing-coverts with very broad white edgings.

$ (from an old collection). White, only head and

neck with brown markings
;

rectrices pale brown

towards base, and some of the body-feathers with faint

brown shades.

$ . Oloneck, Russia. Underside pied.

Lophophorus refulgens. 2. With the otherwise reddish-

coppery hind-neck and the shining golden-green mantle

of a purple-violet colour—these being the birds called

“ Lophophorus hnpeyanus var. mantoui ” by Oustalet.

1. With about half the plumage white—the white

feathers being spread all over the bird, the tail excepted.

1. With the hind-neck and mantle velvety black with

a metallic green lustre
;
the white of the lower back

replaced by blue-black feathers
;

the tail black, with

golden-green edges
;
the wing-coverts darker than usual

and not so glossy. (This is the “ black Monaul ”

mentioned in Bull. B. O. Club, viii. p. xliii.)
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English Pheasant. . Plumage glossy buff, with all

the dark markings as usual. (So-called “ Bohemian

Pheasant.^’)

(^

.

Silvery white, some feathers of the chest and

breast with tiny narrow longitudinal markings of

brownish black.

2 ? ? . Sussex. General colour buff'.

? . Tring. Upperside with numerous white feathers,

underside with a few only.

Lagopus scoticus. (Leadenhall Market.) Pale chestnut,

with lavender-grey and some yellowish-rusty mottlings

and bars
;
feathers of abdomen with white tips. Quills

and tail pale brownish buff, above deep or very light

brown, the old feathers faded to yellowish buff.
' -

? . (Leadenhall Market.) Pale yellowish rust-colour

and black
;
breast with some slaty-brown feathers.

(J . Yorkshire. Chest and breast with patches of

white feathers
;

first two primaries and primary-coverts

on left wing pure white.

. (Leadenhall Market.) Outermost primary on

left, four outer primaries and primary-coverts on right

wing, white.

4. (Leadenhall Market.) Richly mottled and shaded

with light grey all over.

? .
(Leadenhall Market.) Nearly the whole ab-

domen white.

Lagopus mutus. (Leadenhall Market.) Perfectly white,

also the shafts of the primaries
;
lores pale grey; rectriccs

pale grey, with white tips.

Tet HASTES BONASiA. 4. E. Russia. Everywhere very pale

greyish.

1. Nishni Novgorod; 1. Moscow. Generally pale;

upperside with much chestnut-rufous.

5. E. Russia. Underside mostly pure white.

1 juv. Nishni Novgorod. Perfectly white.
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Tetrao tetrix. ? . Archangel. Above rusty brown

;

quills whitish ;
breast and abdomen pale greyish.

? . Finland. All the feathers from the neck down-

wards white, with black centres. (This and the

following vai’iety are often, on the Continent, considered

to be hybrids between Tetrao tetrix and Lagoj)us
;
but

there is no foundation for this belief.)

? . Novgorod. White from the neck dowmvai’ds,

with black centres to the feathers above, and with black

edges to most of those on the abdomen,

Ferwx perdix. S- (Leadenhall Market.) Above pale

grey
; all markings well developed

;
forehead, super-

ciliary stripe, and throat pale rufous
;
breast whitish

grey; abdomen white; horseshoe and cross-bars on

hank-feathers very pale rufous.

S . Brighton. Everywhere very dark, the dark

markings on the upperside almost pure black.

c? . Devonshire, 1860. Dark brown variety. Round
the bill a black mask

;
throat earthy brown

;
below

grey-brown, vcrmiculated with blackish brown
;
no

indication of a horseshoe.^^

cJ . Devonshire, 1860. Like the preceding one. but

more rufous above and with much broader rufous bars

on the sides.

? .
(Leadenhall Market.) Very dark variety.

Markings above nearly pure black
;

rufous cross-

markings on sides rather broad.

^

.

(Leadenhall Market.) Head and neck buff, more

rufous on the crown
;
breast deep chestnut; middle of

abdomen huffy white
;

feathers of upperside mixed

white, deep chestnut, and light grey, in beautiful

contrast.

3. (Leadenhall Market.) Generally pale
;

above

with much yellowish brown.

. (Leadenhall Market.) Above very light
;
chest

and flanks of a most delicate light grey
;
horseshoe and

cross-bars on sides rich chestnut.
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Peruix perdix. 3. (Leaden li all Market.) Generally pale
;

uppersicle with much rufous chestnut.

2 (from an old collection). Perfect albinos.

2. (Leadenhall Market.) With a great amount of

white feathers above and below.

1. (Leadenhall IMarket.) Breast and abdomen with

mauv white feathers.
V

3 ? ? ? . Schadrinsk, Russia, December 1890 (evi-

dently from one eovey) . Very light
;

ehest greyish

white, with verj' hue brown vermiculations
;
abdomen

and flanks white, with bright chestnut cross-bars and

an irregular indication of a “ horseshoe^" of the same

colour. Above rather bright rufous brown, with broad

white longitudinal lines most handsomely marked.

3 ? ? ? . Tobolsk and Orenburg. Very pale above;

abdomen white, with horseshoe ”
barely indicated.

? . Orenburg. Above and below very pale yellowish

grey
;

cross-bars on Hanks and horseshoe-mark very

pale.

? . Nishni Novgorod. Throat very pale yellowish

buff
;
crown and hind-neck as usual

;
rest of upper

surface pale silvery grey with white shaft-lines; rectriccs

very ])ale rufous
;

lateral cross-bars pale chestnut
;

horseshoe-mark small but very conspicuous, being of a

dark chestnut-brown.

$ . (England.) Forehead, superciliary stripe, and

throat pale cream-colour
;
upperside very light grey,

Avith brownish - black cross - markings
;
wing - coverts

with white shaft-lines
;

lateral cross-bars pale buff;

under surface generally pale
;
horseshoe-mark greyish

brown, with some fine black-and-white mottlings.

Caccaris rufa. 2. (Leadenhall Market.) Large white

area across the breast.

Phasianus colchicus. S fid. Germany (Brehm coll.).

Tail and wings partly white, and some white feathers

among the wing-coverts, on the head, neck, back, and

abdomen.
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Phasianus colchicus. 2. Russia. Tails completely^ wings

mostly white
;
above more white than brown

;
underside

with a good many white feathers.

Chrysolophus AMHERSTiiE. (Reared.) ? assuming male’s

plumage. Feathers of neek-cape of a delicate bluish

grey with irregular pale red markings, with narrow

blue-black cross-lines and narrowly fringed with blue-

black and a broader sub-terminal bar of red,

Numida meleagris. (England.) 1. Perfect albino.

1. With back and mantle shaded with pale bi’own

and outermost primaries white.

Goura CORONATA. New Guinea. 1. Crown huffy; tail and

wings huffy lavender-grey
; underside pale huffy grey.

1. Back slightly freckled with white; middle rectrices

and secondaries edged with white.

Goura vicTORiiE. New Guinea. Whole upper surface

richly freckled with white.

Hemiphaga nov,e-zealandijE. New Zealand. Wings and

entire upper surface mixed with white.

2. Buffy grey, with mantle and upper wing-coverts

mostly deep chestnut and with a few white feathers.

1. With some pale huff, and a few white feathers.

1. Perfectly white.

1 . White, with some of the feathers of the mantle

and upper wing-coverts rusty huff' towards the tips.

1. Buffy white, with the feathers of the mantle and

upper wing-coverts edged with deep chestnut.

1. White, with only the sides of the neck, some of

the wing-coverts and secondaries, one rectrix, and some

upper tail-coverts of the normal colour.

Calcenas nicobarica. New Guinea. Head and tail uniform

white, the rest of the plumage consisting about half of

white and half of normally-coloured feathers.

Turtur senegalensis cambayensis. (India.) Head, neck,

wing-coverts, wings, rump, and upper tail-coA^erts

partially white.

I) VOL. X.
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Nesopelia galapagoensis. 2 ? . Hood Island. One with

the tail partially greyish white
;

one with the tail

partially greyish Avhite and the outer primaries white.

OEstrelata cooKi. . Solomon Island, off StewaiVs

Island, New Zealand. Perfect albino, even the bill and

feet being white.

Thinornis NovAi-ZEALANDiiE. Chatham Islands (Palmer

coll.). Perfect albino.

lliEMATOPUS UNICOLOR. Bradsliaw I., New Zealand. Pied

above and below.

Glareola pratincola. Sarepta. All the dark portions of

the plumage brownish cream - colour, with brown

markings
;
under wdng-coverts and axillaries pale greyish

brown.

Himantopus melas. New Zealand. Dirty white, with a

few black feathers on the upper surl'ace.

Pavoncella pugnax. ? . Tunis. Plead, neck, and under

surface white
;

secondaries of right wing partially

white.

Gallinago gallinago. Four dark-brown varieties, more

or less typical “ Sabine’s Snipes.” (England.)

1. Eight outer primaries and primary-coverts on left

wing and anterior half of toes white.

3. Showing pale buffy-brown aberrations of different

shades.

1. Very light sandy buff above, with a few white and

some black feathers in beautiful contrast.

Scolopax rusticola. d* . Russia. Third to seventh primary

and one of the wing-coverts on the left wing
;

first to

fourth and seventh to eighth quills and the majority of

the primary-coverts on the right w'ing, white.

$ .
(Hamburg Market.) Rather pale above and on

the breast.

? .
(Leadenhall Market.) Above rufous huff, with
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light grey markings of great beauty. Quills whitish

grey, with reddish-brown markings.

ScoLOPAX RusTicoLA. ? . (Leadeuhall Market.) All the

lighter parts of the plumage bright chestnut-rufous,

the dark markings black, so that by tins contrast a

beautiful effect is produced. Head and neck black,

each feather with a chestnut-rufous, mostly concealed,

cross-bar.

Nestor meridionalis. Collingwood, New Zealand. With

a broad yellow band across the breast. (This is the

aberration erroneously recognized by Gould, Finsch, and

Salvador! as a species, under the name of N, esslingi.)

2. Like the former : one with the yellow pectoral

band incomplete and irregular.

2. White
;

sides of head, throat, collar on back,

abdomen, and tail-coverts with yellow and red edges
;

tail partly red.

1. Light yellow
;

collar, tail-coverts, under wing-

coverts, and abdomen red.

1. With the feathers of the head and neck broadly

tipped with orange-yellow
;

rest of upper surface red,

with blackish edges
;
wing with a large creamy-white

speculum ;
tail rosy red, with wide blackish tips

;

feathers of breast with yellow spots, those of the

abdomen and under tail-coverts red.

1. With the feathers of the crown broadly edged Avith

dull yellow
;

rest of upperside red, feathers of back with

orange-yellow edges
;

tail, Aving, and underside as in

the former specimen.

Pal^ornis cyanocephala. India. Head canary-yellow,

with a few typically-coloured feathers
;
black mandibular

stripes and collar absent. General coloration rather

pale
;
primaries canary-yellow ; under hill brown, not

blackish.

Trichoglossus nov^ - HOLLANuiAi:. Cage - bird, bred with

two normally-coloured ones. Breast-feathers yellow,

with bluish-green tips and orange-red sub-terminal

b 2
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margins
;
head washed with blue only

;
abdomen green,

yellow, and red.

Trichoglossus nov^-hollandi^. 1. Cage-bird. Like the

former, but feathers on the breast without orange-red

ante-apical bands
;

primaries and rectrices partly

yellow
;
head even less washed with blue than in the

foregoing example.

CoRACOPSis NIGRA. Madagascar. All primaries (except

one), tw'o of the rectrices, some of the w'ing- and tail-

coverts, and patches on throat and abdomen, white.

Cyanorhamphus auriceps. New Zealand. Bright canary-

yellow
;

frontal band aud lores, and patch on lower

flanks, scarlet; primaries whitish; primary - coverts

partially blue
;
secondaries partly green.

^Ielopsittacus undulatus. 4. Pale yellowish varieties.

Ceryle alcyon. N. America. White, the cross-markings

on tail and wings faintly indicated in a more snowy

white
;

pectoral band, flanks, and axillaries faintly

tinged with rusty bulf.

Eulampis jugularis. Martinique, W. 1. A patch of white

feathers across the chest, and a small one on the bend

of the right wing.

Chlorostilbon GiBSONi. Bogota, U.S. Colombia. Head, neck,

mantle, underside, and outer primaries mostly white.

Chrysolampis mosquitus. 2 cJ c? • Brazil. Tail and wings

partially white.

Centropus viridis. 2. Luzon. Perfect albinos.

Crotophaga sulcirostris. Mexico. White, with a few

black spots on the back and flanks and in the tail.

Falco peregrines. England. Upper surface creamy white,

with some pale brown feathers
;
quills white, outer ones

pale milky-chocolate-brown
;
under surface delicate buff

;

moustachial patch and cross-bars on breast, abdomen,

flanks, and thighs pale brownish
;
under wing-coverts

very distinctly barred.
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Diphyllodes magnifica. New Guinea. A few of the

remiges and upper wing-coverts white
; feathers of

crown mostly buff.

CoRVus CORAX. 3. Faroe Islands. With a great amount of

white on the head, throat, abdomen, wings, and tail, and

with the claws partially white. Killed in 1867, 1869,

and 1872. (From the Wiebke collection.)

1. Russia. Dark grey, head and neck darkest.

1. Russia. Light hoary brown, with a silvery-white

gloss.

Trypanocorax frugilegus. 1. Tring. Two of the upper

wing-coverts in each wing white.

1. Sussex. Chin and claw of middle toe white.

1. England. Chin and a few of the primaries white.

1. Pale chocolate-brown.

CoRvus coRONE. 1. Pure white.

CoLfflus MONEDULA. 2. Perfectly white ; eyes pink, bill

and feet partially white.

Pica pica. 2. Perfect albinos. With all the black parts

of the plumage chocolate-brown.

Motacilla lugubris. England. Head, neck, and outer-

most primaries white.

Motacilla alba. Renthendorf (Brehm coll.). Entirely

white
;
only the quills, except the innermost ones, and

part of tail black ;
upperside with a faint yellow tinge.

Hirundo rustica. 4. Aylesbury, 1893 to 1895, as recorded

in Nov. Zool. vols. i., ii. Perfect albinos with pink

iris, whitish bill and feet. Although these birds are

true albinos, there is a very faint brownish-grey tinge on

the back, and the white round markings on the rectrices

are perfectly visible, being of a more snowy white.

1. Southampton. White, with a very faint greyish

tinge above ;
throat and under tail-coverts rusty-red

;
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pectoral band indicated in grey
;

rest of under surface

tinged with buff.

Hirundo RusTiCA. 2. Saxony (Brchm coll.) . Entirely white,

1 . Braunsdorf (Brehm coll.) , White
;
throat brown-

ish-red
;

flanks, under tail-coverts, and bases of rectrices

tinged with rufous.

2. Roda (Brehm coll.). d' & ? from same nest.

White (not albinos), with part of tail and all the

primaries black.

Saxicola cenanthe. ? . Rottingdean, Sussex. Upper sur-

face intermixed with delicate greyish white.

(d . Lakenheath, Suffolk. Head, mantle, and breast

pied.

(d . Norfolk. Head, mantle, and back wdth numerous

white feathers.

? . Rottingdean, Sussex. Above very pale lavender-

grey
;
below white.

Pratincola rubetra. ? . Rottingdean, Sussex. Extremely

pale everywhere.

Sturnus vulgaris. 1. Ascot, Berkshire. ? . White with

a silvery gloss
;

the spangled tips of a more snowy,

but not silvery glossy white.

1. Juv. Sussex. Perfectly white, including bill.

1. Canterbury. White, the bill also pale.

1 (from an old collection). White, bill brown.

1. Sussex. Middle rectrices and some of the upper

tail -coverts white.

1. Sussex. White, with a few normal feathers on

the back, wings, tail, and underside.

1. Canterbury. Pale; wings and tail buffy brown.

1. Canterbury. Dirty whitish brown, with a few

normal feathers.

Lamprotornis iENEUs. Scnegambia, Glossy brown all

over.

Prosthemabera \ov.e-zealani)1vE. (d • Stewart’s Island.

Perfect albino.
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Prosthemadera Nov^-zEALANDiiE. ? . Wellington. Mantle,

wings, tail, and lower abdomen mostly buffy white

;

tufts on foi’e-neck pure white, as usual
;
rest of plumage

pale brown.

Merula MERULA. 1 c? • England. Pied.

1 c? . Sussex. Pied.

1 S' Tring. With a few white feathers on the head.

1 S- England. Head and neck almost quite white.

1 $ . Tring. Head and neck white
;
wing-coverts,

back, and flanks with a few white feathers.

S . Peigate. Mostly white.

$ . England. Mostly white.

1 (? ? ). South of Rome. All over greyish white.

Turdus migratorius. d' • North America, Buffy white
;

chest, breast, and abdomen rufous.

Turdus viscivorus. England. Perfect albino.

Turdus PILARIS. Head and neck white; wings and upper

surface pied.

Turdus musicus. 3. England. Buff varieties.

1. Tring. With some white feathers on the head.

Anthus nov^-zealandi^. 1. Canterbury, New Zealand.

Back, wings, tail, and ffanks mostly white.

1. New Zealand. White and pale rusty brown.

Miro australis. Canterbury, New Zealand. Pied all over.

Petroica toitoi. 2. New Zealand. Head and neck wholly,

rest of plumage chiefly, white.

ZosTEROPs c^RULESCENS. New Zealand. Normal, except

for a canary-yellow nape-band.

Anorthura troglodytes. S • Near Cambridge. Entirely

white.

Locustella NiEviA. Moscow. White, with a yellow tinge

on head, neck, and upper surface.
,
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Sktophaga ruticilla. Hastings, New York. White, sides

of breast, edges to quills, and base of tail yellow
;
mantle,

back, and rump shaded with black.

Empidias fuscus. N. America. Whitish buff; below with

a more conspicuous lemon-yellow shade
;

crown and

nape pale grey-brown.

Parus CiERULEUs. ? . Altcnburg (Brehm coll.). Very

pale everywhere.

Chlorodrepanis wiLsoNi. Maui, Sandwich Islands. All

over bright canary-yellow ; wings and tail white with

yellow edges.

Erithacus RUBECULA. 1. Cage-bird. Wescl. Quills partially

white.

1. Canterbury district. Body-plumage mostly white.

1 $ . Sussex. Body-plumage and tail mostly white.

Alauda arvensis. England. Three pale greyish-brown

aberrations of different shades.

? . Naples. Pale grey and brown above; wings and
tail partially white.

. Rome. Pale buff
;
wings and tail palest, almost

white.

. Brighton. Sandy reddish brown, tips of wings

and tail wdiitish.

2 cJ cJ, 1 ?. England. Upperside most delicately

black and greyish white, not at all suggesting a variation

of plumage.

(J. Near Tring. Some of the quills, wing-coverts,

and rectrices white.

? . Brighton. Tail partially white.

d . Rottingdean. Wings and tail partially white.

1. Sussex. Upperside, wings, and tails mostly white.

Galerida cristata. Pomerania. Sandy buff, recalling

some of the desert-forms of Crested Larks, but yet quite

different from them.
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Passer domesticus. 20 buflF^ pied^ or pure white varieties.

2 cJ . Bevendean, Sussex. Of different years^ but

probably brothers, being generally pale; crown light

brownish grey
;
back and wing-coverts rufous and buff

;

wings and tail delicate whitish-grey with rufous edges

;

both alike.

Passer montanus. Pomerania. Perfect albino : eyes pink.

1 . Renthendorf (Brehm coll.). Perfect albino.

1 ? . Merv. White, with rufous-brown edges to the

secondaries, some of the rectrices, and feathers of the

head.

1 ? . Renthendorf. Head as usual, rest of plumage

white ; back, flanks, and edges to remiges rusty-red

colour.

Pyrrhula europ^a. cf .
(Cage-bird.) Wings, tail, and

upper surface partially white.

. Black cage-variety, with partially white wings

and tail.

Acanthis cannabina. 8 pied aberrations.

2 generally pale ones.

1 perfect albino.

Acanthis rufescens. S (Lived for several years in

a cage at Tring
;

was received in similar plumage.)

White
;

forehead yellow
;

back and abdomen with a

few brown feathers
;
wings and tail partially normal.

Carduelis cARDUELis. 1 juv. Co. Wicklow. White, head

and back spotted with brown
; chest shaded with brown

and yellow
;
wings and tail normal.

Ligurinus chloris. cf. Sussex. Of a very pale brown;

back shaded with yellow
; rump and breast yellow.

? . Sussex. Pied with pale brown and white.

1. England. Crown white, somewhat more extended

to the left than to the right.
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Fringilla coclebs. White, with some brown patches; back,

rump, and edges to quills yellow.

(J ad. With a white mask.

c? ad. With numerous white feathers on the head

and wings and a few pale yellow ones on the mantle.

d' ad. With numerous white feathers throughout,

and some yellow ones on the back and rump
;
head and

neck almost uniform white.

cJ . Near Tring. Very pale brown
;

tail and wings

partially white
;
rump brownish yellow.

? . Renthendorf (Brehm coll.). Like the former,

but a little darker.

Miliaria miliaria. 2. England. Buffy white, with some

brown feathers all over.

1. England. Yellowish white; primaries normal;

tail quite white
;
only the second feather from the left

side brown
;
under tail-coverts pale brown

;
abdomen

washed with buff and with a few dark brown narrow

splashes.

1 pull. Sussex. Wings partially white.

1 pull. Sussex. White; tips of wings and wing-

coverts and spots on crown of a very pale brown
;

quills

with very pale-yellow^ edges.

1. Brighton. Upper surface pied.

1. llottingdean, Sussex. Head pied.

1. Rottingdean, Sussex. Altogether of a very dark

brown above, and with black patches on the underside.

This specimen has the appearance of one of those dark

aberrations which are produced in ill-lighted cages by

continual hemp-seed-feeding, so frequent in Bullfinches

and Hawks, but it has not a sign otherwise of being a

cage-bird and w'as caught in a wild state.

Emberiza ciTRiNELLA. 1. Lincolnshire. Very pale rufous-

brown and yellow
;
wings and tail almost white.

. Sarepta, S. Russia. Above pale
;
below golden

yellow, spotted wdth patches of normal feathers here

and there
;
w ings and tail normal.
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Embeiuza HORTULANA. Some of the Secondaries white
;

tail white with blackish-brown tips.

Spermophila minuta. WhitCj with wings and tail partly

normal.

Geospiza fuliginosa. ? . Albemarle I., Galapagos Is.

White with brown patches
;
wings entirely white.

Chondestes grammica. N. America. Under surface pure

white, only flanks and under tail-coverts with some

brown patches
;
upperside white, with numerous brown

feathers ; outermost rectrix on the left side showing the

normal deep brown base to the feather.

Paroaria larvata. Brazil. Head and neck as red as

usual
;

rest of plumage white, mixed with pale and dark ,

brown feathers.

Melospiza fasciata. 1 ? . Massachusetts. Fifth primary

on each side with a white patch near the tip.

? . Charlestown, New Hampshire. All the dark

markings pale rusty rufous; tail very pale rufous-brown

;

wings almost white.

Bhamphocoelus brasilius. 2 . Brazil. Owing to the

absence of dark brown pigment, the bird is quite

pale, while the red pigment remains. Upper surface

white, with brown shades and patches
;
forehead rosy

red
;
rump and upper tail-coverts dark red

;
imderside

brownish red
;
throat paler.

Calliste vitriolina. U.S. Colombia. Above buffy yellow
;

wings white, with yellow edges; tail pale brownish-

greenish
;
underside of the palest yellow

;
flanks and

under tail-covei’ts rusty brown.

Uroloncha striata. 10 varieties, bred in Japan. Pure

white, fawn-colour and white, deep brown and white.

[These arc the well-known ‘‘ Bengalees.'” They arc
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evidently Ur. striata, and the belief of Messrs. Abra-

hams and Butler (' Foreign Finches/ p. 222) that they

are hybrids between “ Aidemosxjne malabarica ” and
“ Uroloncha striata seems to be erroneous, at least

with regard to those Bengalees known to us.]

Padda oryzivora. 8 pure white, grey and white, black,

grey, and white varieties of Japanese breeding.

Exhibited by Robert H. Read.

Blackbird {Mernla merula), juv. This was hatched in a

nest in the garden of Mr. R. J. G. Read at Cadbyrie

House, Castlebar, Ealing, in 1898. Two other young

birds in the same nest were normally coloured. The

eggs were all three of the normal type. The specimen

is of a pale brown colour, but had pink eyes. It was

put in a cage and fed by its parents, but died through

excessive feeding.

Robin [Erythacus rubecula). In this specimen all the rufous

tinge has disappeared from the upper parts, and on the

uuderparts the red breast has been replaced by pale

grey. It Avas not an albino. It was seen for some days

about the farm-buildings of Mr. Herbert Davis, of

Doulting, Somerset, and was found dead one morning

during the winter of 1889.

House-Sparrow {Passer domesticus)

.

Parti-coloured, white

and brown. Doulting, Somerset, Sept. 1894.

Chaffinch {Fringilla coilebs). Parti-coloured, but chiefly

white. The yellow on the back and parts of the buff

on the breast remained unchanged, illustrating Mr.

Hartert’s general rule in this respect. The Robin

referred to above, however, is an illustration of the

contrary fact.
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Exhibited bxy W. Fitzherbert-Brockholes.

Corn-Crake [Crex crex). Plumage perfectly white^ except

for three or four feathers near the tail. It was caught

by a labourer when mowing in a meadow, about the

end of July, in 1856 or 1857, at Claughton, near Gar-

stang, Lancashire, and was brought alive to the late

T. F. Brockholes, who had it killed and set up
;

it has

been at Claughton Hall ever since. Another white bird

was seen at the same time, but the men were unsuc-

cessful in their efforts to catch it. The bird was

evidently a young one of the year and unable to fly.

Moorhen {Gallinula chloropus). “ Hairy variety. Caught

by a little boy against some rabbit wire-netting at

Claughton in October 1881, and brought alive to the

exhibitor, who killed it and had it set up. It was unable

to fly owing to the absence of barbules to the feathers,

and the ends of the quill-feathers were worn away

through striking the ground in its efforts to fly. The

plumage was curiously brindled and the frontal shield

was absent.

Exhibited by J. G. Millais.

Pheasant {Phasimms colchicus). Albinistic female assuming

the plumage of the male. (The only example of such

partial albinism known to the exhibitor.)

Grouse [Lagopus scoticus). Eight varieties.

Capercailzie (Tetrao xirogallus). Albino, d ad. One of

the only two white varieties ever killed in Scotland.

Partridge {Perdix perdix). Eight varieties.

Oyster-catcher {Hcematopus ostralegus)

.

One specimen.

Guillemot {Uria troile). One specimen.

Puffin (Fratercula arctica). Three specimens.
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Rook {Trypanocorax fruyilegus)

.

Three specimens. One
of these had four legs, and had progressed so far to

maturity that it vras able to fly.

Swift {Cypselus apus). White variety
;
very uncommon.

Mistle-Thrush {Turdus viscivorus). Two specimens.

Fieldfare {Turdus pilaris)

.

One specimen.

Blackbird {Merula mei'ula). Two specimens.

Wood-Pigeon {Columba palumbus). One specimen.

Rock-Dove {Columba livia). One specimen.

Sky-Lark {Alauda arvensis). Three specimens.

Yellow Bunting {Emberiza citrlnella). One specimen.

Reed-Bunting {Emberiza schoeniclus)

.

One specimen.

Common Bunting {Miliaria miliaria). Two specimens.

House-Sparrow {Passer domesticus). Three specimens.

Bullfinch {Pyrrhula europoea). A melanistic female, shot

in a wild state.

Hedge-Accentor {Tharrhaleus modularis). One specimen.

Exhibited by C. A. Wright.

Two specimens from his collection of Maltese birds, viz. :

—

A cream-coloured variety of the Common Nightjar

{Caprimulgns europmcs, ? ) and a Turtle-Dove
{Turtur isabellinus, Bp.). This latter bird had not been

taken before in the Maltese Islands, and should now

be added to the list of occasional visitors. It was

obtained in the market on the 2nd May, 1885, and had

hitherto been considered to be a pale variety of the

Common Turtle-Dove {Turtur turtur). Cf. P. Z. S. 188(J,

p. 81.
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Exhibited by Philip Crowley.

A white Sand-Martin {Clivicola riparia).

A white Partridge {Perdix perdix).

An olive- and cream-coloured Moorhen {Gallinula chlo-

ropus)

.

Exhibited by O. V. Aplin.

A male Partridge {Perdix perdix)

,

shot at Bloxham, Oxon,

in September 1899. The bright rufous colour of the

vent extended over the abdomen and breast^ recalling

the coloration of P. daurica.

Exhibited by Johnson Wilkinson.

Black Grouse [Lyrurus tetrix). An adult male in female

plumage, and an adult female in male plumage. Prom
Perm.

A female Mongolian Pheasant {Phasianus mongolicus)

in the plumage of the male. From Fort Perovskie,

Syr-Darya.

A white Partridge {Perdix perdix). From England.

Mr. ScLATER exhibited, on behalf of Dr. Julius von

Madarasz, of the Hungarian National Museum, the follow-

ing mounted specimens of birds from the collection under

his charge :

—

(1) Dendrocopus major. ? albino. Shot in the county

of Nograd, Hungary, in January 1864.

(2) Dendrocopus major. d • Shot in Hungary, 1822,

showing very interesting variations in colour.

(3) Dendrocopus major x D. medius. Shot by Dr. J. v.

Madarasz in May 1892 in Ogradina, South Hungary.

There were three specimens, all alike. The head re-

sembles that of D. major, but the rest of plumage,

especially the underparts, are those of D. medius.
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Dr. J. V. Madarasz also sent for exhibition four speeimens

of Ptilocorys seneyalensis, which replaces the Common
Crested Lark (P. cristatus) on the Hungarian littoral and

breeds in the rocks of the Karst Mountains
;

and two

examples of P. nigricans, Brehm, of Egypt (Damietta, 1887),

which he considered a distinct species, not to be confounded

with P. cristatus.

Mr. Hartert, who examined these Crested Larks, said

that these supposed Galerita nigricans of Brebra were the

same as his Galerita cristata deltce. As the type of G. nigri-

cans was in the Tring Museum, Mr. Hartert would shortly

give his conclusions with respect to the identity of these

two forms. The type of G. c. deltce was also from Damietta,

collected by Schrader.



BUL LETIN
OF THE

BRITISH ORNITHOLOGISTS’ CLUB.

No. LXXII.

[In accordance with the resolution of the Committees of the

B. O. Union and the B. O. Club, as announced at the last

meeting, the Annual Dinner of the British Ornithologists’

Union took place at the Restaurant Frascati on Wednesday,

the 16th of May, 1900, coiucidently with the Meeting of the

Club.]

Chairman : F. D. Godman, D.C.L., F.R.S.

Members present :

—

E. Bidwell, W. Fitzherbert-Brock-

HOLEs, A. CowiE, Philip Crowley, W. E. de Winton
{Ti'easurer)

,

H. E. Dresser, A. H. Evans, Earl of

Gainsborough, W. R. Ogilvie Grant, E. Hartert, J.

E. Harting, Major H. Jones, Hon. Gerald Lascelles,

G. E. Lodge, E. G. B. Meade-Waldo, H. C. Monro, E.

Neale, R. Nesham, F, Nicholson, E. W. Oates, T. Parkin,

H. J. Pearson, A. Blayney Percival, F. G. Penrose, M.D.,

E. Lort Phillips, T. M. Pike, A. E. Price, R. H. Read,

Hon. N. C. Rothschild, Hon. Walter Rothschild, D.Sc.,

M.P., A. D. Sapsworth, Howard Saunders, R. Bowdler

Sharpe, LL.D. {Editor), Capt. G. E. Shelley, A. J. Simey,

E. Cavendish Taylor, W. B. Tegetmeier, N. F. Tice-

HURST, Canon H. B. Tristram, F.R.S. , H. M. Upcher,

H. M. Wallis, Johnson Wilkinson, A. F. R. Wollaston.

Visitors : C. E. Fagan, J. K. Fowler, C. C. Lloyd Jones,

E. Wilkinson, Prof. E. Ray Lankester, LL.D., F.R.S.

{Guest of the Club).

[May 3l5f, 1900.] VOL. X.



cVol. X.]

The Hon. Walter Rothschild exhibited a specimen of

Burnesia gracilis shot by his brother at Luxor, in Egypt,

which was remarkable for its pronounced ashy-grey colour,

and stated that when flying this species frequently carried

its tail erect over the back like the Lyre-bird {Menura).

The Hon. Charles Rothschild exhibited a number of

birds collected by him and Mr. Francis Gaynor on their

journey from Cairo to Khartoum, among which were four

species of Wheatear {Saxicola), two of Merops, Lanius

nubicus, Milvus miyrans, Circus swainsoii, and a young

Coccystes glandarius from the nest of Corvus cornix. He
also exhibited a very old male of Anastoinus lamellifer,

procured twenty miles to the south of Khartoum on the

White Nile
;

this was believed to be the most northern

locality recorded for the species.

The Hon. Walter Rothschild exhibited a new Bird of

Paradise, which he described as follows :

—

Parotia duivenrodei, sp. uov.

“ adult. Pectoral shield more extended and of a different

sliape, structure, and colour to that of either P. sefilata, P.

lawesi, or P. helenoi. The shield, in fact, consists of a much
larger number of rows of small and narrow feathers, which

are also not so smooth. The ruff on the sides of the neck

does not extend so far across the throat, and in consequence the

metallic feathers of the pectoral shield itself reach further up

on the throat, gradually diminishing in size and number.

The black central shaft-patches on the lateral feathers of the

shield are narrower and much less numerous. The colour of

the pectoral shield is glittering metallic green, with a few

feathers on the edges of the shield margined witli blue,

whereas in the three allied species the shield is of a

brilliant coppery greenish-golden colour. There is no long

erect tuft on the forehead, and the crest of feathers on the

head is scarcely developed. The glittering occij)ital band of

the other allied species of Parotia is replaced by a large
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triangular and rather wedge-shaped shield of metallic bluish-

green feathers extending from between the eyes to the

occiput.

“ 'fhere is no white anywhere on the head, and the colour

of the latter is of the same deep glossy purple as on the rest

of the upper surface, not glossed with oily brown as in the •

three allied species. The first and second primaries are less

abruptly emarginate than in the allied forms.
“ In the specimen described there is only one head-plume

on each side instead of three, and although Mr. Ernst Hartert

and I have both examined most carefully the feathers of the

head we have been unable to find traces of any more
;
but

until a large series arrives, or we find a specimen with more of

these ornamental plumes, it cannot be definitely determined

that this is a good and real character of the species. Wing
150 mm., tail 115 mm., tarsus 38 mm., culmen 34 mm.

“ Hab. Dutch New Guinea (Van Renesse van Duiveu-

bode)."^

Mr. Rothschild also exhibited two rare birds from the

Ambernoh River, in Dutch New Guinea : Nasiterna bruijni,

one of the smallest of Parrots, and Chenurhamphus grayi, a

very rare Flycatcher, of which Wallace obtained a single

specimen (the type) at Sorong.

Dr. Bowulek Sharpe described three apparently new

species of birds obtained by Lord Delamere in British East

Africa :

—

Spizocokys athensis, sp. n.

$ . 8. conirostri affinis, sed valde diversa : suprk alaudina,

baud arenicolor : rostro corneo : subtus isabcllino-alba,

maculis prsepectoralibus nigris notata
:
plaga nigra ad

latera colli conspicua, sed subalaribus et primariis intus

cinerascentibus, illis obscure arenario marginatis prie-

cipue distiuguenda. Long. tot. 5’5 poll., culm. 0’55,

alse 3'5, caudee 2’0, tarsi 0‘8.

Hab. Athi River, Nov. 14, 1899.

A further interesting discovery is a second species of the

genus Fscudalamon of Lort Phillips (Ibis, 1898, p. 400) :

—
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Pseudal,*;mon delamerei, sp. n.

Similis P. fremantlii et eodein morlo fif^urata, sed j^risescens

nec arenaria : corpore subtus isabellino, hypocliondriis

brunnescentibus nigro anguste striolatis, et pectore

evidenter nigro striolatim maculato distinguenda. Long,
tot. 5'5 poll., culm. 0*7, alse 3'5, caudae 1’75, tarsi 0’8.

Hab. Atlii River, Nov. 17, 1899.

Estrilda delamerei, sp. n.

E. similis E. erythronotce, et subcaudalibus abdomineque
nigris, sed omnino pallidior, et fasciis alae clarb marga-
ritaceis nec cineraceis

;
notaeo pallide cinereo-vinaceo ;

gntturc imo et praepectore pallide roseis : bypochondriis

rosaceis, nec coccineis, distinguenda. Long. tot. 4'7

poll., culm. 0'4, alae 2‘1, caudae 2'25, tarsi 0 6.

Hab. Athi River, Nov. 8, 1899.

Dr. Sharpe gave a short account of the history of tlie

B. O. C. and the work performed by the members since the

foundation of the Club eight years ago.

Mr. Meade-Waldo called the attention of the Union to

the way in which rare species of birds were still being

persecuted or destroyed in Great Britain. He felt sure that

no member of the Union would willingly assist in bringing

about this lamentable occurrence, but that in consideration

of the persistency with which all our rare breeding birds

were annually harried by British egg-collectors, and on that

account the great difficulty, if not impossibility, experienced

by landed proprietors in preserving them, he considered

that the time had come to make a supreme effort. He
proposed the following resolution, which was seconded by

Mr. H. M. Upcher, and carried unanimously :

—

“ That any member of the Union, directly or indirectly

responsible for the destruction of nest, eggs, young, or

parent- birds of any of the species mentioned below

—Osprey, Kite, White-tailed Eagle, Honey- Buzzard,

Common Buzzard, Hoopoe, Golden Oriole, Ruff, Bittern,

and Chough—should be visited with the severest censure

of the Union.
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A discussion ensued, in whicli the President and other
members took part.

The Hon. G. Lascelles gave an interesting account of

the efforts made by the Crown for the preservation of the

birds in the New Forest. He lamented that, in spite of

the strenuous efforts made, the keepers were only partially

successful, although men were specially told off to guard
the nesting-place of some rare species. He was pleased to

say, however, that on some occasions their efforts had been

rewarded with success.

Mr. Fitzherbert-Brockholes exhibited a remarkable

nest, jointly constructed and inhabited by a Blackbird

{Merula merula) and a Hedge-Accentor {Tharrhaleits mo-

dularis). He gave the following account of the circum-

stance :

—

“ The nest was found by my daughter on April 13th in an

unfinished condition. It was looked at by her every day,

and on the 19th was found finished and containing 1 egg

—

a Hedge-Sparrow^s. On the 20th it contained 2 Hedge-

Sparrow^s and 1 Blackbird’s
;
on the 21st the score was

3—2, and on the 22nd 4—3. On the 23rd there was no

addition to the 4 Hedge-Sparrow’s eggs, but the Blackbird

had laid a fourth and was found sitting. On the 24th the

Blackbird was again found sitting, one of the Hedge-

Sparrow’s eggs being crushed in tbe nest and another

cracked. The nest was then taken. The latter bears most

self-evident proofs of the joint work of the two pairs of birds

during the entire process of building, and is therefore

totally different from an appropriation of the nest of one

pair of birds by another pair, or from two hen birds of one

species laying in the same nest, in the way that Partridges

occasionally do. The nest was in a thick mass of rhodo-

dendrons in ray grounds.

"It was unfortunate that my curiosity had not been

sufficiently aroused when my daughter first told me of her

discovery, hut even if I had gone to look at it before the
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20thj when it contained its first egg, the bed of rhododendron

was so thick and large and the nest was situated so much in

the heart of it^ that I might have found it impossible to see

the Hedge-Sparrow, with its customary skulking habits,

actually at work. The whole appearance, however, of the

construction of the nest, and the way the eggs were laid,

renders this additional proof unnecessary.^^

The next Meeting of the Club will be held on Wednesday,

the 20th of June, 1900, at 8.30, at the Restaurant Trascati,

32 Oxford Street ; the dinner at 7 p.m.

(Signed)

F, D. GoDMAN, 11. JSoWDLER SuAIlPE, W. E. DE WiNTON,

Chairman. Editor. Sec. ^ Treas.
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The seventy-second Meeting of the Club was held at the

Restaurant Frascati, 33 Oxford Street, on Wednesday, the

20th of June, 1900.

Chairman : P. L. Sclater, F.R.S.
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Mr. H. F. WiTHERBY exhibited a male specimen of Capri-

mulgus eximius procured by him on the White Nile near

Khartoum, in May 1900. As far as was known this was the

fifth example of this bird that had been procured. Three

examples were obtained in 1833 or 1834 by Hey, Riippell’s

collector, probably near the White Nile. Two of these were

at Frankfurt and one at Leyden {see Hartert, Ibis, 1893,

\Jxdy Zrd, 1900.] TOL. X.
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]). 279) . A fourth was in Mr. llothschilcPs collection at Tring.

It was collected by Schimper and llaron von Muller and was

labelled ‘'Nubia” (see Hartert, ' Novitates Zoologicae/ vol. i.

p. 3).

Mr. T. Parkin made some observations on the abundance

of bird-life noticed by him in the Southern Oceans.

d’he following is the list of birds obtained during a day’s

shooting in a calm on December 2nd, 1890, in the Cape

Seas, when on a voyage to Australia in the clipper ship

' Sobraon,’ South Atlantic Ocean, lat. 39° 51' S., long.

8° 49' E.

*7 Wandering Albatrosses {Dlo?nedea e.rulans).

2 Black-eyebrowed Albatrosses {D. melanophrys)

.

0 Culminated Albatrosses [Thalussogeron culminatus).

1 Yellow-nosed Albatross {T. chlororhynckus)

.

1 Great Grey Petrel {Priojinus cmereus)

.

I Silver-grey Petrel (Priocella glacialoides)

.

1 Great Black Petrel {Majaqueus ceguinoctialis)

.

1 Brown Petrel? [CEstrelata incerta).

2 Soft-plumaged Petrels (CEstrelata mollis).

2 Yellow-webbed Storm-Petrels (Wilson’s) (Oceanites

oceanicus).

2 Black-billed Storm-Petrels (Cymodronia melanogaster)

.

1 White-billed Storm-Petrel (C. grallaria).

6 Dove like Prions (Prion desolatus).

Mr. W. P. PvcRAFT gave a brief summary of the results

of his recent investigations in the Mor[)hology of the

Ratitse, and suggested a new basis of classification for this

group. Dr. R. Bow'dler Sharpe and the Hon. Walter
Rothschild took part in the discussion which follow'ed.

Mr. W. R. Ogilvie Grant sent a description of a new

species of Stone-Pheasant collected by Lord Delamere in

* The Wandering Albatrosses were all I>. exulans, and, so far as tn_v

memory goe.s, none of them could come under the head of I). regm.
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British East Africa. The species was named after Lady
Delamere :

—

PtILOPACHYS PLOKENTI^, Sp. 11.

Closely allied to P. fuscus, hut distinguished by having

the plumage altogether darker, the black markings, especially

on the underparts of the body, being much coarser. The
mantle and upper back are devoid of the broad chestnut

shaft-streaks characteristic of P. fuscus; on the sides of the

breast, belly, and flanks the wide chestnut middles to the

feathers are much reduced, and the sides of the feathers are

strongly barred with black and white. Iris brown
;

bill and

legs dull red. Total length about 10 inches, wing 4'7,

tail 3’6, tarsus L15.

Hah. Gessema, British East Africa.

The next Meeting of the Club will be held on 'Wednesday,

the 17th of October, 1900, at 8.30, at the Restaurant

Frascati, 32 Oxford Street
;
the Dinner at 7 p.m.

P. L. ScLATEli,

Chairman.

(Signed)

R. Bowdler Sharpe,

Pditor.

W. E. DE WlNTON,

Sec. ^ Treas.












