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 Capital: A Critical Analysis of Capitalist Production, Volume 1 

By Karl Marx (1818-1883) 

Translated by Samuel Moore & Edward Aveling. 

Capital, Volume I is the first of three volumes in Karl Marx’s monumental work, 

Das Kapital, and the only volume to be published during his lifetime, in 1867. 

Marx’s aim in Capital, Volume I is to uncover and explain the laws specific to the 

capitalist mode of production and of the class struggles rooted in these capitalist 

social relations of production. Marx said himself that his aim was “to bring a 

science [i.e. political economy] by criticism to the point where it can be 

dialectically represented,” and in this way to “reveal the law of motion of modern 

society.” By showing how capitalist development was the precursor of a new, 

socialist mode of production, he aimed to provide a scientific foundation for the 

modern labour movement. In preparation for his book, he studied the economic 

literature available in his time for a period of twelve years, mainly in the British 

Museum in London.  (Summary by Wikipedia) 

Read by Carl Manchester, Alan Clare, Jake Baker, Sibella Denton, Kirsten Ferreri, 

Marie Rhode, Anna Simon, Chris Masterson, D.E. Wittkower, manicolaus, The, & 

Gesine. Total running time: 39:19:34. 

This recording is in the public domain and may be reproduced, distributed, or modified without permission. For 
more information or to volunteer, visit librivox.org.   

Cover picture taken from “The 57 Exposition Number” published by H. J. Heinz Co. (1909). Copyright expired in 

US, Canada, EU, and all countries with author’s life +70 yrs laws. Cover design by Janette Brown. This design is 
in the public domain. 
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