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Treasurer’s Report - Balance as of October 13, 1985: $432.09; deposits $49.50; disburse-
ments $42,17 (address labels $6.19, newsletter printing $11,98, dues overpayment refund
$2.00, stamps $22.00); new balance as of February 20, 1986: $439.42. RD

_Annual Scholarship - No applications were received for the scholarship which was approved
at the last annual meeting. RIl

_j^986 Annual Meeting - The weekend of June 28 conflicts with an International Conference in
Boulder so our choices for the annual meeting are July 4-6 (Fri.-Sun.) or July 12-14 (Sat.-
Mon.). The flowering season for the rare plants in the Flaming Gorge area runs from Late
May to mid August so we can't possibly see them all in flower. The rest of June is usually
too early for many of the plants we want to see. The two July weekends will pick up the
most in flower if conditions are not too dry or earlier than average. The first weekend
incorporates a holiday, but we would have to compete with more people than usual. The
second weekend increases the chances of it being excessively dry so that we won't see as
caany of the earlier flowering plants in good condition. If you have a preference, let me
know. Some of the things we expect to see were listed by Ann Aldrich in the newsletter
labeled Volume 4, Number 1 but without a date. Final detalla will appear in the next
newsletter, probably in May. RD

Elect ion - We will need candidates for President, Vice-President, Secretary-Treasurer, and
Board Member by the next newsletter. We would like volunteers so we can avoid as much as
possible making many direct contacts with members scattered throughout Wyoming and other
states. Duties are minimal; President presides at annual meeting, Vice-President fills in
when President is absent, Secretary—Treasurer keeps minutes of meeting, membership records,
and financial records. Let me know soon if you are willing to run for office and save us
lots of extra work. RD

Misslns Issue - Thanks to all who wrote or called concerning the newsletter issue that was
missing in our records. We now have a complete set, RD

Meet Aven Nelson - A short time ago an author friend of mine brought to me a book that his
publisher had gi\'en him. He showed it to me and said I might he interested in reading it.
It was entitled Aven Nelson of Wyoming by Roger L. Williams. Having obtained my botanical
start mounting specimens in the Rocky Mountain Herbarium and preparing the cases for their
move to the Aven Nelson Building, I was indeed interested.

According to the dust cover, the author is a professional historian and an amateur
botanist. His insight into what would interest a fellow botanist and his ability to present
the facts that illuminate not only Aven Nelson but the whole field of western botany of the
late 19th and early 20th century is superb.

The book did not disappoint me. I found it fascinating from the start. I l^rned why
Kelson was a splitter at first and that he later retreated from that position to a more
moderate outlook. The personalities of Nelson’s contemporaries are brought out as they
relate to the development of Nelson as a botanist. 1 gained insight into the reasons for the
long lists of synonyms of many of our species. Rydberg is no longer "Rydb." and '’Greene" is
something more than some letters after a plant name. I certainly gained a great deal of
admiration for a man who could teach himself botany to the point of arguing with the
"experts" and eventually become the authority on Rocky Mountain flora.

Certainly anyone interested in the history of botany in the state of Wyoming will gain
from reading this book. Anyone disposed to look kindly on Dr. Nelson or the field of botany
will find it absorbing reading. There must be some flaws or weak points in the book, but I
am not knowledgeable enough to pick thm out; so I will leave that job to others.

One task Nelson left undone was to make botany available and interesting to lay people.
Perhaps the Wyoming Native Plant Society could aid in furthering that effort. DD

Some Notable^Collectiona for 1985 - Two new state records Ophioglossum vulgatum from
Yellowstone Park, reported in the last issue, and Carex livida from thereat hedral Gliffra
Wetland were taken. The collection of Garex livida represents the first collection in the
Rockies south of northern Montana and Idaho of this boreal species of wet calcareous places.
This boosts the total of known new state records from this extraordinary wetland to 8
vascular plant species, 0:rohia notundlfolia known previously only from the immediate
vicinity of the Cathedral Cliffs was found to be frequent about 5 miles east of there
along Camp Creek in the Shoshone National Forest, However, this site did not support any
of the other remarkable disjuncts that are so common at the Cathedral Cliffs site See
Vol, 4, No. 5 of the Newsletter.
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BLM, Forest Service Land Interchange
Proposal Brings Changes in Wyoming

The Bureau of Land Manage-
ment and the Forest Service
transmitted to Congress a fi-

nalized proposal started more
than a year ago to interchange 23
million surface acres of land be-
tween the two agencies plus
transfer minerals management
authority to the FS for the areas
under FS jurisdiction.

In Wyoming, the proposal in-

cludes transferring 766,000 acres
of BLM land to the FS and
1.228.000 acres of FS land to BLM.
In addition, after the interchange,
in subsurface acres or mineral es-

tate,, the BLM would administer
22.879.000 acres and the FS
10.666.000 acres.

Because of the public response
during the three formal public

hearings held in Wyoming, seve-
ral changes have been made since
the original proposal.
The major change from the

original proposal would have the
Bighorn National Forest remain

-under the administration of the
.Forest Service. Secondly, the
BLM Platte River Resource Area
would remain in Casper rather ^

than moving to Douglas. The FS
office in Douglas would become a
BLM Resourcec Area office. FU
naUy, a BLM Resource Area of-

fice would remain in Buffalo.
The remainder of the proposal

remains basically the same, The
FS would assume management
responsibility for BLM lands in
-extreme southwest Wyoming in

the vicinity of the Wasatch Na-

tional Forest and currently ad-
ministered by the Evanston and
Mountain View Ranger Districts,
as well as land areas bordering
the Bridger-Teton National For-
est near Pined ale and currently
part of the Pinedale Resource
A^a of the BLM Rock Springs
District. This area comprises ap-
proximately 296,000 acres.

In central and eastern Wyom-
ing, the FS would assume man-
agement responsibility for BLM
Rawlins. District lands in the vi-

cinity of Bush Creek, Laramie
and Hayden Ranger Districts of
the Medicine Bow National For-,

est and along the Lander Ranger
District of the Shoshone National
Forest, In addition, small areas of
the Casper BLM District along



the "pVyoming- South DakoU state

line and between the BLM’s Wor-
land District Cody Resource Area
and the Clark’s Fork Wapiti and.

GreybuU Ranger Districts would
transfer from. the BLM to the FS,

These areas Include approxl-

,

luately 470,000 acres.

BLM would assume manage-

ment responsibility on approii-

'mately »00,000 acres located In

the Thunder Basin National
Grasslands and Laramie Peaks

Ttanger Districts of the Medicine

^Bow National Forest. In western

Wyoming the BLM would assume
responsibility for approximately

90 percent of the Kemmerer and

50 percent of the Big Plney
Ranger Districts, or approxi-

mately 435,000 acres. In Wyom-
’ing, savings would include
5300,000 per year and 30 fewer po-

jitions than the current 2,000 in

-both BLM and FS.

Among the key points of the

proposal are:

• Management of 14.S milUon
acres of land would transfer from

the BLM to th FS;
• 9.4 mUlion acres would tr ans-

fer from the FS to BLM;
• Management of 204 million

acres of federal mineral; subsur-

face estate would transfer 'from

BLM to FS;
• Each agency would adopt all

recommendations for roadless

and wilderness areas on lands

transferred from the other;

• The interchange would have

minimal impact on receipt shar-

ing with states and local commu-
nities;

• Every town where office con-

solidations occur will retain an of-

fice;

• Personnel reductions wUl be

achieved through normal attri-

tioD, with no layoffs expected.

VZyoming Native Plant Society

Box 1471

Cheyenne, i-TY 82003

Copies of the Wyoming sum-
mary as well as the national sum-
mary with details on the
interchange and legislative pro-

posal are available from FS and

BLM offices in Wyoming,

DD - Don Despa in
RD = Robert Dorn
EFE = Erwin F, Evert


