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s The Cricket on the Hearth 
By Charles Dickens (1812-1870) 

John Peerybingle, a carrier, lives with his wife Dot 
(who is much younger than he), their baby, their 
nanny Tilly Slowboy, and a mysterious lodger. A 
cricket constantly chirps on the hearth and acts as a 
guardian angel to the family, at one point assuming 
a human voice to warn John that his suspicions that Dot is having an affair 
with the lodger are wrong. 

The life of the Peerybingles frequently intersects with that of Caleb 
Plummer, a poor toymaker employed by the miser Mr. Tackleton. Caleb 
has a blind daughter Bertha and a son Edward, who travelled to South 
America and seemingly never returned. (Summary from Wikipedia) 

Read by Jason Isbell, Sage Tyrtle, Qhali, & Katie Baynes. Total Running Time:  
03:21:49. 

This recording is in the public domain and may be reproduced, distributed, or modified without 
permission. For more information or to volunteer, visit librivox.org.  

Cover illustration by L. Rossi (1912). Author picture taken from “Great Britain and Her Queen” by 
Anne E. Keeling (1897).  Copyright expired in US, Canada, EU, and all countries with author’s life +70 
yrs laws. Cover design by Janette Brown. This design is in the public domain.  

Th
e C

ricke
t o

n
 th

e H
earth

 
C

h
arles D

icke
n

s 

 


