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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH.

The publisher of this work having committed to the writer

the task of prefacing the book with some explanatory remarks

and a short biographical sketch of Hon. Daniel W. Voorhees, it

is deemed proper to state at the outset, that, for many years

past, Mr. Voorhees has received, from all parts of the Union,

many letters requesting copies of one or another of his speeches.

For example, his speech in defense of John B. Cook, in Vir-

ginia, in 1859, has been in constant demand ever since that

time; and now, after the lapse of fifteen years, scarcely a week

passes without a request to Mr. Voorhees by letter, often from

the most remote parts of the Union, for a printed copy of that

speech. The same is true of the defense of Mary Harris ia

Washington City, the defense of Harry Crawford Black in

Maryland, and a number of literary and Congressional ad-

dresses.

These,, with other considerations, induced 'the publisher to

believe that a volume of Mr. Voorhees' speeches was a desidera-

tum with the reading public, especially with young professional

men, politicians, and persons of a literary turn of mind. Be-

sides, it was certain that the " Old Guard," Voorhees' constitu-

ents for so many years—such constituents as no other man

ever had—would be pleased to see published in permanent form,

those speeches that had delighted, instructed, and encouraged

them.in days gone by.

The publisher having promised a biographical sketch, fulfills

his promise more literally than he intended. After many

importunities, he has had very little help from Mr. Voorhees,

nothing more than a few dates, etc., he insisting, in his modest

(vii)
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and princely way, that he had not done or said anything of

sufficient importance for a biography. But the writer of this

sketch, having known Mr. Voorhees intimately for nearly two

decades, is able to give some particulars of his life and public

services.

Daniel W. Yoorhees was born on the 26th of September, 1827,

in Butler county, Ohio, and was only about two months old

when his parents moved to Fountain county, Indiana, where

they now reside. His father, Stephen Voorhees, was born in

Mercer county, Kentucky, in 1798. He emigrated, when young,

to Butler county, Ohio, and in December, 1827, removed -to

Fountain county, Indiana, on the farm on which he now lives.

D. W. Voorhees' grandfather, Peter Voorhees, was born in

New Jersey, and soon after the close of the Eevolutionary War,

emigrated to Kentucky. Peter Voorhees' wife was born in

Bryant's Station, then a fort. Her name was Van Arsdale.

Her father, Luke Van Arsdale, fought gallantly at the battle

of Blue Licks, and distinguished himself in several Indian

battles under the celebrated Col. Daniel Boone.

His great grandfather, Stephen Voorhees, for whom his father

was named, was a Eevolutionary soldier, under Washington,

and fought at Princeton, Monmouth, and other celebrated fields.

Mr. Voorhees' ancestors, on the father's side, came from Hol-

land, and the original name was Van Voorhees. En passant,

Mr. Voorhees fires with indignation whenever anything is said

to the disparagement of the Hollanders, and he always dwells

with enthusiasm upon the valor and genius of the Dutch Ee-

publie. Mr. Voorhees' mother, Eachel Elliott, was born in Bal-

timore county, Maryland. She is still living, and is a lady of

superior natural endowments and great sensibility. Her people

were originally from the north of Ireland. She was married to

Stephen Voorhees in 1821, and D. W. Voorhees was their third

child.

The subject of this sketch was raised on a farm about ten

miles from Covington, in Fountain county. There he remained

and helped to open a large farm, until he was sent to college iu
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1845. Thi3 farm life of Mr. Voorhees has always boon of great

value to him in his public caroor. It has enabled him to got

close to the hearts of the people, and often in his political

speeches, while discoursing on public affairs, in a manner en-

tirely satisfactory to the severest literary critics, he has given

the most apt, witty, and humorous illustrations from farm life,

that made the sun-browned sons of toil feel that " Dan " was

with them and of them.

It was in 1845 that he entered college at the Asbury Univer-

eity, at Greencastle, Putnam county, Indiana, where he was

graduated in 1S49. Here it was that he married his wife, and

from the time of his first entrance into college, Putnam county

has always stood by him through good or evil report. His col-

lege life gave ample warrant for his future career. Shortly after

he left college, the writer of this sketch heard from one of the

professors of the institution, Prof Larrabee, a glowing account

of Mr. Yoorhees as " a natural orator," coupled with a prediction

that he would " take rank with the first men of the nation."

Immediately after leaving college Mr. Voorhees went into the

law oflBce of Lane & Wilson, at Crawfordsville, Indiana, as a

student of law. The following spring, he settled at Covington,

Indiana, the county-seat of Fountain county. Hon. Edward A.

Hannegan, formerly a United States Senator from the State of

Indiana, being a casual listener to a "Fourth of July speech " by

Mr. Voorhees, then a raw stripling, immediately proposed a law

partnership, which was accepted, and Mr. Voorhees, in April,

1852, went into Mr. Hannegan's oflSce. In June, 1853, Mr.

Voorhees was appointed prosecuting attorney of the Circuit

Court by Grov. Joseph A. Wright, in which position he made a

fine reputation as a criminal lawyer, and broke up a " nest " of

notorious malefactors, whose headquarters were in Lafayette,

Indiana.

In 1856, Mr. Voorhees was nominated by acclamation, on

motion of Hon. John Pettit, as the Democratic candidate for

Congress in his district. Two years before, the Eopublican

candidate had carried that district by a majority of two thou-
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Band six hundred and nineteen. In this contest, in 1856, Mr.

Voorhees was beaten by Hon. James Wilson, a very talented

Eepublican, by a majority of only two hundred and thirty votes.

In November, 1857, Mr. Voorhees, at the earnest solicita-

tion of the accomplished Judge Huntington, removed to Terra

Haute, in Vigo county, Indiana, situate on the "Wabash river,

one of the most charming and enterprising cities in the West,

with a population, at the present time, of nearly thirty thousand

inhabitants.

In April, 1858, he was appointed United States District At-

torney for the State of Indiana, by President James Buchanan,

in which position he still further increased his reputation as a

lawyer and an orator.

In the Congressional elections of 1860, 1862, and 1864, Mr.

Voorhees was successful ; but in the election of the last-named

year, although his majority was six hundred and thirty-four,

yet the "temper of the times" was such that his election was
successfully contested by his opponent, Hon. Henry D. Wash-
burn.

In 1866, Mr. Voorhees refused to become a candidate for Con-
gress, but he was elected to that position in 1868, and again in

1870. In 1872, he was defeated for Congress by Horace Greeley,

in the name of Hon. Morton C. Hunter.

As a precursor of the late war, the " insurrection, treason,

and murder " at Harper's Ferry, Virginia, in which old John
Brown, John E. Cook, and others were concerned, and for which
they were convicted and hanged in 1859, will always stand
prominent in the history of the country.

At that time the gifted and gallant Ashbel P. Willard was
Governor of Indiana. He was the champion of the Indiana
Democracy. With sorrow and dismay his friends learned that
the John B. Cook arrested with old " Ossawatomie Brown " was
a brother of Governor Willard's wife! Here was a seeming
dilemma. But there was no dilemma with the chivalrous Willard

;

he was not the man to turn his back on a brother or a friend'.

His first thought was "Dan Voorhees;" but Voorhees was not
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in the capital. He was in Vincennes trying an important gov-

«)rnment cause. Willard sent a messenger for him. The busi-

ness was made known to Judge Michael F. Burke, then on the

circuit bench, who immediately continued the cause, and Mr.

Toorhees at once went to Indianapolis to see Governor Willard.

Botbro he met Governor "Willard, he was accosted by several

friends, who advised him not to go to Virginia to defend Cook.

fle listened to all they had to say, and then asked: "When does

the next train go East? I am going to defend my friend's

brother without regard to consequences." He went that day,

and took a prominent part in that celebrated trial. The result

is well known. While old John Brown was convicted of murder

and treason, Mr. Yoorhees succeeded in having a Virginia jury

bring in a verdict against John E. Cook for murder only;

bringing the case within the constitutional power of the gov-

ernor, in the exercise of the pardoning prerogative—^which,

however, the governor, Hon. Henry A. Wise, refused to extend,

and John E. Cook was hanged with the other prisoners.

This trial, however, was the beginning of Mr. Voorbees'

national reputation. His si^eech was listened to, by the vast

audience, with the most rapt attention, and was received with

the most unqualified approbation. He was the recipient of the

most enthusiastic congratulations. The speech was published

all over the country, and, like the author of " Childe Harold,"

he might truly have said, " I awoke one morning and found

myself famous."

From this time forward, Mr. Voorbees has held a conspicuous

place in the eyes of the public. At the, bar, on the "stump,"

and in the halls of Congress, he has been a man of mark. The

speeches here collated will speak for themselves. However

highly they may be appreciated by strangers, it is certain that

BO correct estimate can be formed of Mv. Voorbees by those who

have never met him, and never heard him speak.

In the famous trial of Mary Harris, in Washington City, for

killing Adoniram J. Burroughs, the jury, after having been

in consultation fifteen or twenty minutes, returned a verdict of
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acquittal. The trial of Harry Crawford Black, at Frederick

City, Maryland, indicted for killing the seducer of his sister^

terminated in a verdict of "not guilty," after the jury had

been absent from the court-room one hour and five minutes.

Of Mr. Yoorhees' Congressional career, his political principles,

and his powers as a parliamentary orator and statesman, the

speeches here presented will afford a good illustration.

From the sobriquet so generally applied to Mr. Voorhees, of

the "Tall Sycamore of the Wabash," it will be understood that

he is of high stature. He is about six feet one inch tall, and

weighs over two hundred pounds. He is of fair complexion,

dark-gray hazel eyes, and carries himself very erect. He was

married early in life, in 1850, to a most estimable lady. Miss

Anna Hardesty, of Greencastle, Indiana.

This volume is now committed to the public, with the hop©

that some contribution is thus made to the forensic and political

literature of the country, and something done to perpetuate the

fame of a distinguished gentleman, whose name will long bo

remembered in the annals of the State and Nation.

A. B. CAELTON.
Tebeb Haittb, Ind., January^ 1875.



DEFENSE OF JOHN E. COOK.

[An argament delivered at Charlestown, Virginia, Novembers, 1859, upon,

the trial of JoHX E. Cook, indicted for treason, murder, and inciting,

slaves to rebel, at the Harper's Ferry insurrection.]

With the Permission of the Court—
Gentlemen of the Jury

:

—The place I occupy in standing^

before you at this time is one clothed with a responsibility

as weighty and as delicate as \^as ever assigned to an ad-

vocate in behalf of an unfortunate fellow-man. No lan-

guage that I can employ could give any additional force

to the circumstances by which I am surrounded, and whicK
press so beavily upon the public mind as well as on my
own. I come, too, as a stranger to each one of you. Your
faces I know only by the common image we bear to our
Maker; but in your exalted character of citizens of the

ancient and proud Commonwealth of Virginia, and of the

American Union, I bear to you a passport of friendship

and a letter of introduction.

I come from the sunset-side of your western mountains

—

from beyond the rivers that now skirt the borders of your
great State ; but I come not as an alien to a foreign land,

but rather as one who returns to the home of his ancestors,

and to the household from which he sprang. I come here

not as an enemy, but as a friend, with interests common
with yourselves, hoping for your hopes, and praying that

the prosperity and glory of Virginia may be perpetual.

Nor do I forget that the very soil on which I live in my
western home was once owned by this venerable Common-
wealth as much as the soil on which I now stand. Her
laws there once prevailed, and all her institutions were

there established as they are here. Not only my own State

of Indiana, but also four other great States in the North-

west, stand as enduring and lofty monuments of Virginia's
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magnanimity and princely liberality. Her donation to the

general government made them sovei'eign States ; and since

Ood gave the fruitful land of Canaan to Moses and Israel,

such a gift of present and future empire has never been

made to any people. Coming from the bosom of one of

these States, can I forget the fealty and duty which I owe
to the supremacy of your laws, the sacredness of your cit-

izenship, or the sovereignty of your State? Eather may
the child forget its pai'ent, and smite with unnatural hand
the author of its being !

The mission on which I have visited your State is to me,
and to those who are with me, one full of the bitterness

and poison of calamity and grief. The high, the sacred,

the holy duty of private friendship for a family fondly be-

loved by all who have ever witnessed their illustrations of

the purest social virtues, commands, and alone commands,
my presence here. And, while they are overwhelmed by
the terrible blow which has fallen upon them through the

.action of the misguided young man at the bar, yet I speak
their sentiments as well as my own when I say that one
.gratification, pure and unalloyed, has been afforded us

since our melancholy arrival in your midst. It has been
to witness the progress of this court, from day to day, sur-

rounded by all that is calculated to bias the minds of men,
but pursuing with calmness, with dignity, and impartiality
the true course of the law and the even pathway of justice,

I would not be true to the dictates of my own heart and
judgment did I not bear voluntary and emphatic witness
to the wisdom and patient kindness of his honor on the
bench; the manly and generous -spirit which has character-
ized the counsel for the prosecution ; the true, devoted, and
highly professional manner of the local counsel here for the
defense

;
the scrupulous truthfulness of the witnesses who

have testified, and the decorum and justness of the juries
who have acted their parts from the first hour of this court
to the present time—I speak in the hearing of the country.
An important and memorable page in history is being writ-
ten. Let it not be omitted that Virginia has thrown around
a band of deluded men, who invaded her soil with treason
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aad murder, all the safeguards of her constitution and laws,

and placed them in her courts upon an equality with her
own citizens. I know of what I speak, and my love of

truth and sense of right forbid me to be silent on thia

point.

Gentlemen, I am not here on behalf of this pale-faced,

fair-haired wanderer from his home and the paths of duty,

to talk to you about technicalities of law born of laborious

analysis by the light of the midnight lamp. I place him be-

fore you on no such ground. He is in the hands of friends

who abhor the conduct of which he has been guilty. But
does that fact debar him of human sympathy ? Does the

sinful act smite the erring brother with a leprosy which for-

bids the touch of the hand of affection ? Is his voice of re-

pentance and appeal for forgiveness stifled in his mouth ?

If so, the meek Sa\-ior of the world would have recoiled

with horror from Mary Magdalene, and spurned the repent-

ant sorrow of Peter, who denied him. For my client I avow
every sympathy. Fallen and undone, broken and ruined

as he is by the fall, yet, from the depths of the fearful

chasm in which he lies, I hear the common call which the

wretched make for sympathy more clearly than if it issued

from the loftiest pyramid of wealth and power. If He
who made the earth, and hung the sun and moon and stars

on high to give it light, and created mau a joint heir of

eternal wealth, and put within him an immortal spark of

the celestial flame which surrounds his throne, could re-

member mercy in executing justice when His whole plan

of divine government was assailed and deranged; when
His law was set at defiance and violated ; when the purity

of Eden had been defiled by the presence and counsels of

the serpent—why, so can I, and can you, when the wrong
and the crime stand confessed, and every atonement is

made to the majesty of the law which the prisoner has in

his power to make.

Let us come near to each other and have a proper under-

standing. I am laboring with you for an object. I think

I know something of the human heart, and of the leading

attributes by which it is governed throughout the world.
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By virtae of those attributes, I feel that we may annihilate

the distance that separates our homes, sweep away all blind-

ing excitement, and sit down together and reason upon this

most tragic and melancholy affair as becomes citizens of

the same government, proud of the same lineage, actuated

by the same interests, and forever linked to the same des-

tiny. You are not merely impaneled in your capacity as

jurors to pass upon the life of this erratic youth before you,

liut the nation can not be divorced from a deep and per-

manent interest in your deliberations. The crime for

which the law claims his life as forfeit is one connected

with a question of the weightiest national import—a ques-

tion which, without any fault of yours, has rudely strained

and shaken the bonds which embrace and hold together

the States of this Union. This trial is incident to that

question, and must be met in the face of the whole nation,

and in the view of the American people, as a matter of

universal interest and concern. The very nature of the

offense now under discussion lifts us all to a point of ob-

servation on which statesmen and patriots have long bent

tbeir anxious looks. And the pressing, ever present, and
determined question of the hour which now sits with you
in the jury-box, and will retire with you to your delibera-

tions on your verdict, is, how shall you most fully meet the

requirements of the Amei'ican people at large; best con-

duce to the peace and repose of the Union ; allay the rush-

ing winds that are abroad on the face of the great deep ;

say peace, be still, to the angry elements of passion and
treasonable agitation, and at the same time do all your
duty as honest and conscientious men administering the
laws of your State?

If it shall be in my power, in some measure, to point out
the course by which these great objects tnay be attained, I

shall mark this, otherwise sad day on which I address you,
as the brightest to me in the calendar of time. And,
further, if these objects are to be attained on your part by
invoking into your midst, and following the winning coun-
sels of the meek-eyed and gentle angel of mercy—if you
can faithfully discharge your oath as jurors, and, at the
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same time, best meet the obligations which rest upon you

as American citizens, by tempering the bitter cup, which

justice commends to the Ups of tlie prisoner with the in-

gredient of clemency, I know you, by the universal law

of the human heart, will rejoice in such an opportunity,

and join in the public and private happiness which will flow

from your verdict. l>y the help of God, and appealing to

Him for the purity of the motives which animate my
breast, I now proceed to demonstrate such a course as both

just and wise in the case of John E. Cook.

First of all things, gentlemen of the jury, is your duty

to Virginia. Whatever she requires at your hands, that

you are to give. Your first love belongs to her ; she is the

matron who has nursed you, and the Queen Mother to

whom you owe allegiance. As an advocate and defender

it home of the doctrines 0|f the State-rights men of the

Bchool of 1798, I do not come here to ask you to abate

one jot ortittle of your affection and jealousy for the honor

and interest of A'irginia. Indeed, were such an invoca-

tion necessary, which I know it is not, I would invoke you

by the great names of your history, by the memory ofyour

ancient renown, by the thrilling associations of the classic

soil on which we stand, and by the present commanding

attitude which your Commonwealth holds before the

world, to be true and loyal to what she has been, what she

is, and what she hopes to be.

But how stands Virginia in reference to the assault

which was made upon her citizens and her soil at Harper's

Ferry on the 17th day of October, 1859 ; and what vindica-

tion does she need at your hands for the outrage ? Are the

circumstances such as to require of her re-enactment of

the Mosaic law, repealed by the benign teachings of the

K^azarene on the shores of Galilee ? Is she required to say,

in a stern and inexorable spirit

:

" And if any mischief follow, then thou shalt give life

for life.

" Eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for

foot.
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" Burning for burning, wound for wound, stripe fof

Btripe ?"

Not so. She asks nothing of the kind at your hands.

Punishment has already been swift and sure. The measure

of her vengeance for the great wrong committed against

her is full, and her vindication is ample before the world.

She met her invaders on the spot, and those who lifted their

hands against her are, most of them, in the graves to

which Virginians consigned them ; a few bound in her

prisons, and a few others wanderers and fugitives on the face

of the earth. The executive and citizens of your State

guided the bolt, which fell upon this mad offspring of a
loathsome fanaticism, and the invasion perished at a single

blow. And in the spirit of the answer of Cushi to King
David, I would say to you :

" The enemies of the State of

Virginia, and all that rise against her to do her hurt, be as

these men are." But as the great King of Israel rose up
and went to his chamber, and wept over the untimely fall

of Absalom, the rebellious son of his own loins, who had
lifted his paricidal hand against the life of an indulgent
father, may not the world commend a similar emotion in
the breast of a jury of Virginians over the sorrowful fate
of the youthful prisoner at the bar ! You will probably
say that the lives of your citizens have been sacrificed. I
answer that it is lamentably true ; but it is also true that
life has been taken already to atone for life ; that the blood
of murderers, older and wiser than the prisoner, has been
poured out in response to the cry of the blood of your
citizens from the ground.

You will say that your State has been polluted by the
foot of the traitor. I answer that the footstep rested but
for a moment on your border, and was swept away by a
whirlwind of patriotic indignation. You will say that
your law has been violated; your dignity and honor as a
free people insulted. I answer that, alas! it is too true •

but I answer, also, that it is equally true that your laws
tave been fully, thoroughly, and justly vindicated. Here
in this court, again and again, the swoi'd ofjustice, wielded
by an even hand, has fallen upon' the miserable remnant
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of the confederated band who impiously mocked the in-

tegrity of the American Union by assailing the institutions

of Virginia. The leader stands at the foot of the gallows,

and its heights will expiate many crimes against the peace

and laws of the country—not least amongst which is the

crime of enlisting young men, such as the prisoner, in a

cruise of piracy against you and me, and all law-abiding

citizens of this happy Union. Let the leader of the mutiny
on ship-board perish ; but if it appears that young men have
followed false guidance, and been bound in the despotism

of an iron will, order them back to duty, and give them
one more chance to show whether they are worthy of

life or death. Virginia can thus aflbrd to act. It is one

of the chief blessings of power that it can extend mercy to

the weak, and the crown jewel of courage is magnanimity
to the fallen.

But there is another point on which Virginia, though

mourning for the death of her citizens, has triumphantly

met the aspersions and calumnies of the enemies of her

domestic institutions by reason of the late outbreak at

Harper's Ferry. The institution of domestic slavery to-

day stands before the world more fully justified than ever

before in the history of this or, indeed, perhaps, of any

other country. The liberator, urged on by false and spurious

philanthropy, deceitful and sinister in its origin, and self-

ish and corrupt in its practice, came into your midst to set

the bondsman free, and though violence tore him from his

master, though liberty was sounded in his ear, though a

leader was proclaimed to lead him to the promised land,

though an impiously self-styled Moses of deliverance came
in the might of the sword and placed arras of bold attack

and strong defense in his hands, yet what a spectacle do

we behold ! The bondsman refuses to be free ; drop's the

implements of war from his hands ; is deaf to the call of

freedom ; turns against his liberators ; and, by instinct,

obeys the injunction of Paul by returning to his master

!

Shall this pass for nothing ? Shall no note be made of this

piece of the logic of our government? Shall the voice of

the African himself die unheard on the question of his
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own freedom ? ITo. It shall be perpetuated. It shall be

put in the record.

The slave himself, under circumstances the most tempting

and favorable to his love of freedom, ifhe has any, surrounded

by men and scenes beckoning him on to vengeance, to liberty,

and dominion, with the power of life and death over his

master in his hands, and the world open before him, with

the manacle and chain, which was never forged or welded
except in the heated furnace of a riotous and prurient im-

agination, stricken from his body, turns eagerly and fondly

to the condition assigned him by the laws, not merely of

Virginia, not merely of legislatures and law-makers, but

by the law of his being, by the law which governs his re-

lation to a white man wherever the contact exists, by
the law which made the hewers of wood and drawers of

water under a government formed by God himself, and
which, since the world began down to the present time,
has made, the inferior subordinate to the superior whenever
and wherever two unequal races have been brought together.

Let this fact go forth to the country. Let it be fully un-
derstood by those men and women who languish and sigh
over the condition of your institutions that their sympathy
is repudiated, and that they themselves are despised by
both races in the South. This, too, Virginia has proven.

Is there anything left to be done by your verdict in per-
emptorily taking the life of the prisoner, and offering it a
sacrifice to heal the wrongs of your State ? I humbly
conceive that Virginia in no respect needs such a sacrifice.
This much I think I have shown.
And now let us turn to the prisoner. If Virginia,

through you, can afford to be clement, your inquiry will
then be, is the object on whom you are asked to bestow
your' clemency worthy to receive it ? I know the field on
which I now enter is filled with preconceived ideas, but in
the spirit of truth I shall explore it, and by the truth of
what I say I am willing that my unfortunate client may
be judged by you, and, moreover, by that God in whose
presence no hidden things exist, and before whom, at no dis-
tant day, you and I shall stand with him and see him and
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know him as he is, and not as we see him and know him
now, encompassed by the dread and awful calamities of

the present hour.

Who is John E. Oook ? He has the right himself to bo
heard before you ; but I will answer for him. Sprung from
an ancestry of loyal attachment to the American govern-

ment, he inherits no blood of tainted impurity. His grand-

father an officer of the- Tvcvolution, by which your liberty

as well as mine was achieved, and his gray-haired father,

who lives to weep over him, a soldier of the war of 1812,

he brings no dishonored lineage into your presence. If the

blood which flows in his veins has been offered against

your peace, the same blood in the veins of those from whose
loins he sprang has been offered in tierce shock of battle

and foreign invasion in behalf of the people of Virginia

and the Union. Born of a parent stock occupying the

middle walks of life, and possessed of all those tender and
domestic virtues which escape the contamination of those

vices that dwell on the frozen peaks, or in the dark and
deep caverns of society, he would not have been here had
precept and example been remembered in the prodigal

wanderings of Lis short and checkered life. Poor deluded

boy ! wayward, misled child ! An evil star presided over

thy natal hour and smote it with gloom. The hour ia

which thy mother bore thee and blessed thee as her blue-

eyed babe upon her knee is to her now one of bitterness aa

she stands near the bank of the chill river of death and

looks back on a name hitherto as unspotted and as pure as

the unstained snow. May God stand by and sustain her,

and preserve the mothers of Virginia from the waves of

sorrow that now roll over her !

K'ot only the ancestry of John E. Oook, but all with

whom his life is now bound up, stand before the country

as your friends, and the friends of the constitution as handed

down to us by the valor and wisdom of Washington. I

will not shrink from the full and absolute recognition of

my position. You and I, gentlemen of the jury, can have

no secrets in this case from one another. We will with-

draw the curtains, and look each other fully in the face.
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A citizen of the State in which I live,* who, by virtue of

his brilliant and commanding intellect, and because of his

sound and national principles, has been placed at an early

period of his life in the highest position in the power of a

State to give, is here beside me, and wears near his heart a

sister's likeness to this boy. And there is not in the wide

world, on the broad green face of the earth, a man, whose

heart is not wholly abandoned to selfish depravity, who
will not say that his presence here is commanded by honor,

love, duty, and fidelity to all that ennobles our poor, fallen

race. Let poor, miserable, despised, loathed, spurned, and

abhorred miscreants cavil and revile at this proud act of

painful duty. The true and eternal impulses of the human
heart, the world over, constitute our appellate court.

But the Grovernor of the State of Indiana needs neither

vindication nor defense as a statesman of catholic opin-

ions, nor as a man fully appreciating the duties of domestic

life. Rather do I allude to his presence here and his posi-

tion on the agitating questions of the day, to show that

something else besides ancestral inheritance or the teach-

ings of family connections has given the fatal bias to the

prisoner's mind, which led him away from the worship of
his own household gods, and into the communion of idol-

aters, aliens, and enemies of the pure faith of an American
citizen. And it seems to me, in view of the services which
those who love this boy have rendered to their country,
and in view of their devotion to the true construction of
the constitution and the injunctions of our fathers, I might
rehearse and quote to you with propriety a passage from
the history of the latter years of the wisest king Israel

ever had

:

" For it came to pass when 'Solomon was old that his
wives turned away his heart after other gods ; and his heart
was not perfect with the Lord his God as was the heart of
David, his father. For Solomon went after Ashtoreth, the
goddess of the Zidonians, and after Milcom, the abomina-
tion of the Ammonites.
"And Solomon did evil in the sight of the Lord, and

went not fully after the Lord as did David, his father.

*GoT. Ashbell P. Willard.
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"And the Lord was angry with Solomon because his

heart was turned from the Lord God of Israel which had
appeared unto him twice.

" And had commanded him concerning this thing that

he should not go after other gods ; but he kept not that

which the Lord commanded.
"Wherefore the Lord said unto Solomon, forasmuch as

this is done of thee, and thou hast not kept my covenant

and my statutes which I commanded thee, I will surely

rend the kingdom from thee, and will give it to thy

eervant.

" iSTotwithstauding, in thy days I will not do it for David,

thy father's sake."

The king, who was forgiven, and spared not merely his

life, but his kingdom also, and his glory during his life-

time because of the loyalty of his father who had gone
before him, was old and very wise and full of experience.

The prisoner before you has done no more than to disobey

your covenants and statutes, and pleads that it has been done

in the early morning of life, his first offense, and under the

baneful influence of a school of philosophy which he once

thought sincere and right, but which he now here, once

and forever, to you, and before the world, renounces as

false, pernicious, and pestilential. Shall man be more in-

tolerant than God ? Shall you be less merciful than He,

in whose presence your only plea will be mercy ! mercy I

mercy ! "Will you say you dare not recommend mercy to

John E. Cook, when divine examples and the appeals of

your own conscience are on your side ? I will never be-

lieve it until the appalling fact is announced by you.

But let us advance. I have spoken of Cook, his parent-

age, and connections. Again comes the question, who is

he? And now I proceed to answer it with reference to

the transactions at Harper's Ferry, and with reference to

the facts of the case. Let us spread broad and wide before

as the moving panorama of evil which reaches its denoue-

ment at Harper's Ferry.

There are hearts and feelings woven in. the destiny of

the prisoner which will be relieved and solaced as far as
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truth dragged up from the depths of this misfortune can

relieve and solace them. In an evil hour—and may it be

forever accursed !—John E. Cook met John Brown on the

prostituted plains of Kansas. On that field of fanaticism,

three years ago, this fair and gentle youth vras thrown

intd contact with the pirate and robber of civil warfare.

To others whose sympathies he has enlisted I will leave the

task of transmitting John Brown as a martyr and hero to

posterity. In my eyes he stands the chief of criminals,

the thief of property stolen—horses and slaves—from the

citizens of Missouri, a falsifier here in this court, as I shall

yet show, and a murderer not only of your citizens, but of

the young men who have already lost their lives in his

bloody foray on your border. This is not pleasant to say,

but it is the truth, and, as such, ought to be a,nd shall be

said. You have seen John Brown, the leade^. Now look

on John Cook, the follower. He is in evidence before you.

Never did I plead for a face that I was more willing to show.

If evil is there, I have not seen it. ^f murder is there, I am
to learn to mark the lines of the murderer anew. If the

assassin is in that young face, then commend me to the

look of an assassin. No, gentlemen, it is a face for a

mother to love, and a sister to idolize, and in which the

natural goodness of his heart pleads trumpet-tongued

against the deep damnation that estranged him from home
and its j)rinciples.

Let us look at the meeting of these two men. Place

them side by side. Put the young face by the old face

;

the young head by the old head. We have seen somewhat
of the history of the young man. Look now for a moment
at the history of the old man. • He did not go to Kansas
as a peaceable settler with his interests linked to the legit-

imate growth and prosperity of that ill-fated Territory.

He went there in the language of one who has spoken for

him since his confinement here, as the Moses of the slaves'

deliverance. He went there to fulfill a dream, which had
tortured his brain for thirty years, that he was to be the
leader of a second Exodus from bondage. He went there
for war and not for peace. He went there to call around
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him the wayward and unstable elements of a society in

which the bonds of order, law, and religion were loosened,

and the angry demon of discord was uncbained. Storm
was his element hy his own showing. He courted the fierce

tempest. He sowed the wind that he might reap the whirl-

wind. He invoked the lightning and gloried in its devas-

tation. Sixty summers and winters had passed over his

head, and planted the seeds of spring and gathered the har-

vests of autumn in the fields of his experience. He was
the hero, too, of battles there. If laurels could be gained

in such a fratricidal war as raged in Kansas, he had them
on his brow. Ossawatomie was given to him, and added
to his name by the insanity of the crazy crew of the North
as Napoleon conferred the names of battle-fields on his

favorite marshals. The action of Black Jack, too, gave him
consideration, circumstance, and condition with philanthro-

pists of bastard quality, carpet knight heroes in Boston,

and servile followers of fanaticism throughout the country.

His courage is now lauded to the skies by men who have

none of it themselves. This virtue, I admit, he has—linked,

however, with a thousand crimes. An iron will, with

which to accomplish evil under the skillful guise of good,

I also admit to be in his possession—rendering his influ-

ence over the young all the more despotic and dangerous.

Imagine, if you please, the bark on which this young

man at the bar and all his hopes were freighted, laid along-

side of the old weather-beaten and murderous man-of-war

whose character I have placed before you. The one was

stern and bent upon a fatal voyage. "Grim-visaged war,

civil commotion, pillage and death, disunion and universal

desolation thronged through the mind of John Brown.

To him law was nothing, the Union was nothing, the peace

and welfare of the country were nothing, the lives of the

citizens of Virginia were nothing. Though a red sea of

blood rolled before him, yet he lifted up his hand and cried

forward. Shall he now shrink from his prominence, and

attempt to shrivel back to the grade of his/ recruits and

subalterns ? Shall he deny his bad pre-eminence, and say

that he did not incite the revolt which has involved his
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followers in ruin? Shall he stand before this court and

before the country, and deny that he was the master spirit,

and gathered together the young men who followed him to

the death in this mad expedition ? No ! his own hand

signs himself " Commander-in-chief," and shows the proper

distinction which should be made between himself and the

men who, in an evil moment, obeyed his orders. Now
turn to the contrast again and behold the prisoner. Young
and new to the rough ways of life, his unsandaled foot

tender and unused to the journey before him, a waif on
the ocean, at the mercy of the current which might assail

him, and unfortunately endowed with that fearful gift which
causes one to walk as in a dream through all the vicissi-

tudes of a lifetime ; severed and wandering from the sus-

taining and protecting ties of kindred, he gave, without

knowing his, destination or purpose, a pledge of military

obedience to John Brown, " Commander-in-chief."

Gentlemen of the jury, there is one character which, in

the economy of God's providence, has been placed upon
the earth, but perhaps has never been fully drawn, and is

most difficult to draw. It is the character of him who
glides down the stream of life in a trance, dreams as he
floats along, and sees visions ou either shore. Realities ex-
ist in this world, no doubt. Practical views are certainly
the best. But that impalpable, airy, and unsubstantial
creations of the busy imagination come now and then, and
lure the children of men to chase the "Will-o'-the-wisp"
over the dangerous morass of life, is as true as that .we
have our allotted • pilgimage of threescore years and ten.
Who has not beheld the young man of strict moral culture,
impressed with high principles of right, and gifted with
good intellect, start out upon the dusty and well-beaten
highway, which millions have trod before him, only to turn
aside at the first invitiug grove of pleasure, the first call
of some fanciful wood nymph, or to follow over the falls
of ruin and death some meandering stream whose beauti-
ful surface caught his eye? To such a one right and
wrong are utter abstractions, and have no relation what-
ever to things that exist. Give to such a mind a premise.
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however false, and from it will spring a castle in the air

with proportions as true and just as the most faultless

architecture ever framed by mathematical skill. Some lay

the foundation of their actions on the rock and are never

overthrown. Some build upon the shifting sand, and fall

when the storm comes. But in each instance the building

may be the same in its symmetry. So with the deductions

of the mind. All depends, not upon the reasoning, but

upon the basis on which thought rests, and which sup-

ports the edifice of our conclusions. The enthusiast and
visionary takes his stand-point, and fixes the premises of

his conduct from caprice and the circumstances which have
obtained the ascendency over his mind. That such has

been the character and such the conduct of the prisoner,

without one spark of malignity of heart, or a single im-

pulse of depravity, all the evidence in this case clearly

establishes.

Some general ideas gilded over by the alluring title of

freedom were held out to him by Brown, and formed the

basis of what seemed to him duty and honor. If ever man
charged with crime was lifted up by the evidence of his

case above the ignoble traits of the ordinary felon, the

prisoner is thus distinguished. Instead of the eager and

willing bandit, anxious to join a hoary leader bent on mis-

chief—instead of the outlaw in mind and character gloomily

and fiercely pondering revenge against his fellow-men for

fancied or real injuries—we see from the evidence a kind

though wayward heart, a cheerful, obliging, though vision-

ary mind. With children everywhere he has been a favor-

ite; and since little children crept upon the knee of the

Savior eighteen hundred years ago, they have been the

most infallible judges of a gentle and affectionate heart.

Amiability and sweetness of temper he has carried with

him through the world ; and he brings that trait now be-

fore you to show that strong inducements and powerful in-

centives must have been brought to bear in order to engage

him in an enterprise so desperate as that for which his

life is now so sadly imperiled. What motive controlled

him to this action ? A crime without a motive can not
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exist. Was it a motive of bloodshed ? His character for-

bids the thought. Was it the motive of disloyalty to a
government cemented by the blood of his ancestors, and
defended by all who are near to him by ties of kindred ?

IN'ot a syllable of proof warrants such a conclusion. Was
his motive robbery or unholy gain ? Other fields are more
inviting to the land pirate; but the thought of plunder
never crossed a mind like his. One answer, and one alone,

is to be given to all these questions. John Brown was the
despotic leader and John E. Cook was an ill-fated follower

of an enterprise whose horror he now realizes and deplores.

I defy the man, here or elsewhere, who has ever knowa
John E. Cook, who has ever looked once fully into his

face, and learned anything of his history, to lay his hand
on his heart and say that he believes him guilty of the
origin or the results of the outbreak at Harper's Ferry.

Here, then, are the two characters whom you are think-
ing to punish alike. Can it be that a jury of Christian
men will find no discrimination should be made between
them ? Are the tempter and the tempted the same in your
eyes ? Is the beguiled youth to die the same as the old
offender who has pondered his crimes for thirty years?
Are there no grades in your estimation of guilt? Is each
one, without respect to age or circumstance, to be beaten
with the same number of stripes? Such is not the law,
human or divine. We are all to be rewarded according to
our works, whether in punishment for evil, or blessings
for good that we have done. You are here to do justice,
and if justice requires the same fate to befall Cook that
befalls Brown, I know nothing of her rules, and do not
care to learn. They are as widely asunder in all that con-
stitutes guilt, as the poles of the earth, and should be dealt
with accordingly. It is in your power to do so, and by
the principles by which you yourselves are willing to be
judged hereafter, I implore you to do it

!

Come with me, however, gentlemen, and let us approach
the spot where the tragedy of the 17th of October oc
curred, and analyze the conduct of the prisoner there. It
13 not true that he came as a citizen to your State and
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gained a home in your midst to betray you. lie was or-

dered to take his position at Harper's Ferry in advance of

his party for the sole xmrpose of ascertaining whether

Colonel Forbes, of Xew York, had divulged the plan.

This order came from John Brown, the " Commander-in-

chief," and was doubtless a matter of as much interest to

others of prominent station as to himself. Cook simiily

obeyed—no more. There is not a particle of evidence that

he tampered with your slaves during his temporary resi-

dence. On the contrary, it is admitted on all hands that

he did not. His position there is well deiined. Nor was

he from under the cold, stern eye of his leader. From the

top of the mountain his chief looked down upon him, and

held him as within a charmed circle. "Would Cook have

lived a day had he tried to break the meshes which envi-

roned him?

Happy the hour in which he had made the attempt even

had he perished, but, in fixing the measure of his guilt, the-

circumstances by which he was surrounded must all be

weighed. At every step we see him as the instrument in

the hands of other men, and not as originating or advising-

anything.

His conduct toward that elegant and excellent gentle-

man, Colonel Washington, is matter of sore regret to hi*

friends, and also to himself. It is the one act most difficult

of all others to reconcile with the well-known character of

the man. But even there his offense is palliated by the-

dictatorship which governed him. At the first glance we
see a high-toned gentleman's hospitality abused. This has

been used to aggravate his acknowledged ofienses. But

the truth is, that when Cook first visited Colonel Washing-

ton's house and received from him various acts of kindness,

the thought that soon he was to be ordered back over that

threshold in a hostile manner, had never entered his brain.

The act was not Cook's but Brown's. The mere soldier is

never punished for the outrages of his commander. And
when you allow that the prisoner's great error was the en-

listment under the leadership of Brown in the first place,

then you must admit that everything else has followed in
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logical sequence. Obedience and fidelity to a leader in a

false and pernicious cause are entitled to offset, in some

measure at least, the evil that has flown from them. But
the prisoner took certain weapons hallowed by great and

sacred associations from the possession of Colonel Wash-
ington. Ah ! in this he is once more consistent with the

-visionary and dreamy cast of his mind. The act was not

plunder, for he pledged their safe return to their owner,

and has faithfully kept that pledge to the full extent of his

power. But his wayward fancy was caught with the idea

"that a spell of enchantment hung around them, and that,

like the relics of a saint, they would bless and prosper any
cause in which they were invoked. The sword of Fred-

•erick the Great and the pistols of Lafayette linked to the

name and family of Washington ! With what a charm
«uch associations would strike the poeticj temperament of

a young enthusiast embarked in an enterprise presenting

to his perverted imagination the incentives of danger and
_glory ; and if a new order of things was to be inaugurated,

and storm and revolution were to shake the country and
the world, like the heart of the Bruce, or the eagles of

!N"apoleon, these warlike incentives of heroes were to fas-

cinate and allure followers, and hallow the battles in which
they were lifted. The mind of the prisoner is fully capa-

ble of dreaming such dreams, and nursing such visions.

But it has been said that Cook left the scene at Harper's
Ferry at an early hour to avoid the danger of the occasion,

;and thus broke faith with his comrades in wronar. Even
this is wholly untrue. Again we find the faithful, obedient

subaltern carrying out the orders of his chief, and when
;he had crossed the river and fulfilled the commands of
Brown, he did what Brown's own son would not do—by
returning and exposing himself to the fire of the soldiers

;and citizens for the relief of Brown and his party. We
see much, alas ! too much, to condemn in his conduct, but
nothing to despise; we look in vain for an act that belongs
to a base or malignant nature. Let the hand of chastise-

ment fall gently on the errors of such as him, and reserve
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jour heavy blows for such as commit crime from motives

of depravity.

Up to this point I have followed the prisoner, and traced

his immediate connection with this sad afl'air. You have
«verything before you. You have heard his own account

of his strange and infatuated wanderings up and down the

«arth with John Brown and his coadjutors ; how like a

fiction it all seems, and j'et how lamentably true; how un-

real to minds like ours ; how like the fever dream of a

mind warped and disordered to the borders of insanity

does the part which the prisoner has played seem to every

practieal judgment! Is there nothing in it all that affords

you the dearest privilege which man has on earth—the

privilege of being merciful ? Why, the very thief on the

cross, for a single moment's repentance over his crimes,

received absolute forgiveness, and was rewarded with par-

adise.

But, gentlemen, in estimating the magnitude of this

young man's guilt, there is one fact which is proven in his

behalf by the current history of the day which you can not

fail to consider. Shall John E. Cook perish, and the real

criminals who for twenty years have taught the principles

on which he acted hear no voice from this spot ? Shall no

mark be placed on them ? Shall this occasion pass away,

and the prime felons who attacked your soil and murdered

jour citizens at Harper's Eerry escape ? The indictment

before us says that the prisoner was " seduced by the false

and malignant counsels of other traitorous persons." Never

was a sentence written more just and true. "False and

malignant counsels" have been dropping for years, as

deadly and blighting as the poison of the Bohun Upas tree,

from the tongues of evil and traitorous persons in that sec-

tion of the Union to which the prisoner belongs. They
have seduced not only his mind, but many others, honest

and misguided like him, to regard the crime at Harper's

Ferry as no crime, your rights as unmitigated wrongs, and

the constitution of the country as a league with hell and

a covenant with death. On the skirts of the leaders of

abolition fanaticism in the North is every drop of blood
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shed in the conflict at Harper's Ferry ; on their souls rests

the crime of murder for every life there lost ; and all th&

waters of the ocean could not wash the stains of slaughter

from their treacherous and guilty hands.

A noted Boston abolitionist (Wendell Phillips), a few

days ago, at Brooklyn, l^ew York, in the presence of thou-

sands, speaking of this tragic occurrence, says :
" It is the-

Datural result of anti-slavery teaching. For one, I accept

it. I expected it." I, too, accept it in the same light, and

so will the country. Those who taught, and not those who
believed and acted, are the men of crime in the sight of

God. And to guard other young men, so far as- in my
power, from the fatal snare which has been tightened

around the hopes and destiny of John E. Cook, and to

show who are fully responsible for his conduct, I intend to-

link with this trial the names of wiser and older men than

he ; and, if he is to be punished and consigned to a wretched

doom, they shall stand beside him in the public stocks;

they shall be pilloried forever in public shame as " the evil

and traitorous persons who seduced him to his ruin by
their false and malignant counsels."

The chief of these men, the leader of a great party, a
senator of long standing, has announced to the country

that there is a higher law than the constitution, which
guarantees to each man the full exercise of his own incli-

nation. The prisoner before you has simply acted on the

law of Wm. H. Seward, and not the law of his fathers.

He has followed the Mahomet of an incendiary faith.

Come forth, ye sages of abolitionism, who now cower and
skulk under hasty denials of your complicity with the-

Moody result of your wicked and unholy doctrines, and
take your places on the witness stand. Tell the world why
this thing has happened. Tell this jury why they are try-

ing John E. Cook for his life. You advised his conduct
and taught him that he was doing right. You taught him
a higher law and then pointed out to him the field of ac-

tion. Let facts be submitted. Mr. Seward, in speaking of
slavery, says :

•' It can and must be abolished, and you and
I must do it." What worse did the prisoner attempt?
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Again, he said, upon this same suhject, " Circumstances

determine possibilities ;" and doubtless the circumstances

^vith which John Brown had connected his plans made
them possible in his estimation, for it is in evidence before

the country, unimpeachod aud uncontradicted, that the

great senator of Xew York had the whole matter submit-

ted to him, and only whis[iered back, in response, that he-

had better not boon told. He has boldly aianounced au

irrepressible conflict between the free and slave States of

this Union. These seditious phrases, "higher law" and
" irrepressible conflict,'' warrant and invite the construc-

tion which the prisoner and his young deluded companions

placed upon them. Yet they are either in chains, with

the frightful gibbet in full view, or sleep in dishonored

graves, while the apostle and master-spirit of insurrection

is loaded with honors and fares sumptuousl}'^ every day.

Such is poor, short-handed justice in this world.

An old man, and for long years a member of the l^ational

Congress from Ohio, next shall testify here before you that

he taught the prisoner the terrible error which now in-

volves his life. Servile insurrections have forever been ou

the tongue and lips of Joshua R. Giddings. He says " that

when the contest shall come, when the thunder shall roll

and the lightning flash, and when the slaves shall rise in

the South, in imitation of the horrid scenes of the West

Indies, when the Southern man shall turn pale and trem-

ble, when your dwellings shall smoke with the torch of the

incendiary, and dismay sit on each countenance, he will

hail it as the approaching dawn of that political and moral

millennium which he is well assured will come upon the

world." The atrocity of these sentiments chills the blood

of honest patriots, and no part of the prisoner's conduct

equals their bloody import. Shall the old leader escape

and the young follower die? Shall the teacher, whose

doctrines told the prisoner that what he did was right, go

unscathed of the lightning which he has unchained? If

60, Justice has fled from her temples on earth, and awaits

us only on high to measure out what is right between maa

and man.
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The men who have misled this boy to his ruin shall here

receive my maledictioBS. They shrink back from him
now in the hour of his calamity. They lift up their hands
and say, Avaunt! to the bloody specter which their infer-

nal orgies have summoned up. You hear them all over

the land ejaculating through false, pale, coward lips, " Thou
canst not say I did it," when their hands are reeking with
all the blood that has been shed and which yet awaits the

extreme penalty of the law. False, fleeting, perjured

traitors, false to those who have acted' upon your princi-

ples, false to friends as well as country, and perjured befoi"©

the constitution of the Republic—ministers who profess to

be of God who told this boy here to carry a Sharpe's rifle

to Kansas instead of his mother's Bible—shall this jury,

this court, and this country forget their guilt and their

infamy because a victim to their precepts is yielding up his

life before you ? May God forget me if I here, in the
presence of this pale face, forget to denounce with the
withering, blighting, blasting power of majestic truth, the
tall and stately criminals of the Northern States of this

Union.

The visionary mind of the prisoner heard from a mem-
ber of Congress from Massachusetts that a new constitu-

tion, a new Bible, and a new God were to be inaugurated
and to possess the country. They were to be new, because
they were to be anti-slavery, for the old constitution, and
the old Bible, and the God of our fathers, the ancient Lord
God of Israel, the same yesterday, to-day, and forever,
were not on the side of abolitionism. Is there no mitiga-
tion for his doom in the fact that he took his life in his
hand, and aimed at that which a coward taught him, but
dared not himself attempt. Base, pusillanimous dema-
gogues have led the prisoner to the bar, but while he suf-
fers—if suffer he must—they, too, shall have their recreant
limbs broken on the wheel. I will not leave the soil of
Virginia, I will not let this awful occasion pass into his-
tory, without giving a voice and an utterance to its true
purport and meaning, without heaping upon its authors
the load of execration which they are to bear henceforth
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and forever. Day after day and year after year has the

baleful simoon of revolution, anarchy, discord, hostility to

the South and her institutions, swept over that section of

the country in which the lot of the prisoner has been cast.

That he has been poisoned by its breath should not cut him
off from human sympathy ; rather should it render every

heart clement toward him. He never sought place or

station, but sought merely to develop those doctrines which
evil and traitorous persons had caused him to believe were
true. Ministers, editors, and politicians—Beecher, Parker,

Seward, Giddings, Sumner, Hale, and a host of lesser lights

of each class—who in this court-room, who in this vast

country, who in the wide world who shall read this trial

believes them not guilty as charged in the indictment in

all the counts to a deeper and far more fearful extent than

John E. Cook. Midnight gloom is not more somber in

contrast with the blazing light of the meridian sun than is

the guilt of such men in comparison with that which over-

whelms the prisoner. They put in motion the maelstrom

which has engulfed him. They started the torrent which

has borne him over the precipice. They called forth from

the caverns the tempest which wrecked him on a sunken
reef Before God, and in the light of Eternal truth, the

disaster at Harper's Ferry is their act, and not his. May
the ghost of each victim to their doctrines of disunion and

abomination sit heavy on their guilty souls ! May the fate

of the prisoner, whatever it may be, disturb their slumbers

and paralyze their arms when they are again raised against

the peace of the country and the lives of its citizens

!

I know by the gleam of each eye into which I look irk

this jury-box, that if these men could change places with

young Cook, you would gladly say to him, " Go, erring-

and repentant youth, our vengeance shall fall on those who
paid their money, urged on the attack, and guided the

blow." Let me appeal to you, gentlemen of the jury, in

the name of Eternal truth and everlasting right, is nothing

to be forgiven to youth, to inexperience, to a gentle, kind

heart, to a wayward and peculiar though not vicious char-

acter, strangely apt to be led by present influences? I
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have shown you what those influences, generally and

specially, have been over the mind of the prisoner. I have

shown you the malign influence of his direct leader. I

have shown you, also, the "false and malignant counsels"

in behalf of this sad enterprise, emanating from those in

place, power, and position. It might have been your prod-

igal sou borne away and seduced by such counsels, as well

as my young client. Do with him as you would have your

own child dealt by under like circumstances. He has been

stolen from the principles of his ancestors and betrayed

from the teachings of his kindred. If he was your own
handsome child, repentant and confessing his wrong to hia

country, what would you wish a jury of strangers to do?

That do yourselves. By that rule guide your verdict ; and
the poor boon of mercy will not be cut off from him. He'

thought the country was about to be convulsed ; that the

slave was pining for an opportunity to rise against his

master; that two-thirds of the laboring population of the

country, North and South, would flock to the standard of

revolt ; that a single day would bring ten, fiftj'—yea, a

hundred thousand men—to arms in behalf of the insurrec-

tion of the slaves. This is in evidence. Who are respon-

sible for such terribly false views? and what kind of a'

visionary and dreaming mind is that which has so fatally

entertained them ? That the prisoner's mind is pliant to

the impressions, whether for good or for evil, by which it

is surrounded, let his first interview in his prison with Gov-
ernor Willard, in the presence of your senator. Colonel

Mason, bear witness. His error was placed before him.

His wrong to his family and his country was drawn by a

patriotic, and, at the same time, an affectionate hand. His

natural being at once asserted its sway. The influence of

good, and not of evil, once more controlled bim as in the

days of his childhood ; and now here before you he has the

merit at least of a loyal citizen, making all the atonement
in his power for the wrong which he has committed. That
he has told strictly the truth in his statement is proven by
every word of evidence in this cause.

Gentlemen, you have this case. I surrender into your
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hands the issues of life and doath. As long as you live, a
more important case than this you will never be called to

try. Consider it, therefore, well in all its bearings. I have
tried to show you those facts which go to palliate the con-

duct of the prisoner. Shall I go home and say that in

justice you remembered not mercy to him? Leave the

door of clemency open ; do not shut it by a wholesale

conviction. Eemember that life is an awful and a sacred

thing; remember that death is terrible—terrible at any
time, and in any form.

" Come to the bridal chamber, Death I

Come when the mother feels

For the first time, her first-born's breath;

Come when the blessed seals

That close the pestilence are broke,

And crowded cities wail its stroke;

Come in consumption's ghastly form,

The earthquake's shock, the ocean's storm;

Come when the heart beats high and warm
With banquet, song, and dance, and wine,

And thou art terrible. The groan,

The knell, the pall, the bier,

And all we know, or dream, or feai

Of agony, are thine."

But when to the frightful mien of the grim monster,

when to the chill visage of the spirit of the glass and
scythe, is added the hated, dreaded specter of the gibbet,

we turn shuddering from the accumulated horror. God
spare this boy, and those who love him, from such a scene

of woe.

I part from you now, and most likely forever. When
we next meet—when I next look upon your faces and you

on mine—it will be in that land and before that Tribunal

where the only plea that will save you or me from a worse

fate than awaits the jjrisoner, will be mercy. Charity is

the paramount virtue ; all else is as sounding brass and a

tinkling cymbal. Charity suffereth long, and is kind.

Forbid it not to come into your deliberation ; and, when

your last hour comes, the memory that you allowed it to

plead for your erring brother, John E. Cook, will brighten
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your passage over the dark river, and rise by your side as

an interceding angel in that day when your trial as well

as his shall be determined by a just but merciful God.

I thank the court and you, gentlemen, for your patient

kindness, and I am done.

This noted cause was conducted by Hon. D. W. Voorhees, of Indiana;

Hon. Jos. E. McDonald, of Indiana; Lawson Botts, Esq., of Virginia

j

Thomas Green, Esq., of Virginia, for the defense.

The prosecution was under the management of Hon.-Andrew Hunter,

of Virginia.
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THE AMERICAN CITIZEN.

[An address delivered before the literary societies of the University of
Virginia, at Charlottesville, July 4, I860.]

Ladies and Gentlemen

:

—"We stand to-day in an august

and venerable presence. The associations by wbich we are

Burrounded are connected with a great and unparalleled

age. The scenes on which our eyes rest call up before the

mind with vivid power the early and the exalted days of

the Republic. The soil on which we tread teems with

classic memories. The sky that bends above us is the

same that once drew the gaze of the philosophers of Amer-
ican liberty and American science. The barren mountaina

that sleep off yonder in the dim blue distance are fruitful

and luxuriant in the bright and beautiful historical pictures

which the youths of America, whether they be dwellers on

the Aroostook or the Mississippi, have treasured away in

their lessons taught by the wintry fireside. The rivers that

encircle the eastern slope of a mighty continent, and that

roll away from these plains to the ocean, murmur a song-

of everlasting praise to the deeds of immortal renown

which were once enacted on their shores. All around ua

breathes the fame of grand and wonderful achievements.

The very air is redolent of the rich odors of a short, though

felicitous, blessed antiquity.

"We turn our faces around toward the past. "We look

along down the fleeting years of little more than an ordi-

nary lifetime, and we see the young and struggling insti-

tutions of our country arise from chaos and civil conflict.

The birthplace of distinguished merit, of genius, of him

who serves his country and his race in au eminent ca-

pacity, has ever been the theme of faithful commemora-

tion. But what shall be said of the spot where the prin-
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ciples of a great free government were born—where the

throes of constitutional liberty were first felt in a definite

form—where the volcanic ideas were first engendered,

which tore, as by a mighty eruption, an ancient monarchy

in twain, and made the dissevered fragments overshadow

the colossal proportions of the parent trunk ? We ponder

over our answer in awe-struck silence, for we are in and

about that place. The ground whereon we tread is holy, and

the burning bush from which was spoken the independence

of the American people, is blazing in full view of us from

where we stand. These walls are full of a strange, touch-

ing eloquence. Freedom of action, freedom of thought,

and a generous love of science and letters, constituted the

trinity at whose shrine the illustrious patron of this insti-

tution paid his devotions. The spirit of a regenerated,

progressive era in the history of mankind is here. It be-

comes us, therefore, to gather in upon our minds the ele-

ments of the moral, political, and philosophic world which
surround us. And, as for me, I bow with reverence before

the genius of the place and the hour, and acknowledge with
profound sensibility the honor that attaches to the position

in which I stand.

But not only the wonderful and gigantic proportions of
the past arise at this hour, like the shadowy, though splen-

did creation of some fabled enchanter. The present—the
living, breathing present, with its arteries of action inter-

lacing the globe ; with its pulses of life beating high and
bounding with an irresistible energy ; its great heart throb-
bing beneath the weight of the destiny of the human race

—

it, too, is here, and demands the recognition of practical

minds. We may not ignore it. It is the lineal descendant
and legitimate offspring of those days wherein the arts of
war and peace first assumed to act for American interests,

guided by American valor and wisdom.
The importance of the present epoch in the history of the

world is, however, simply the importance which attaches to
the condition and probable destiny of that universal herO
of all earthly dramas—man himself. I propose to-day to
discuss him m one of his present and most important rela-
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tions to the age in whicli we live—to God and to the human
race—as the American citizen. And though I come here

from a yonug and distant State—a province, as it ^ve^e, of

Rome in her ancient days—pcoj^lcd but yesterday by the

progressive spirit of the race and the age to which we be-

long, yet the bond of our citizenship is a joint inheritance,

and links us together in a firm and fraternal alliance. I

come to you with the grand hailing sign, not of distress,

not of peril and disaster, not of shuddering, affrighted and

appalled extremity, but of liberty, of peace, of glory, and

of hope : I, too, am an American citizen.

It is not merely, however, for the purpose of calling to

mind the luster which attaches throughout the earth to the

idea of American citizenship, that I have chosen that theme

on this occasion. It is true that everywhere beneath the

sun, on the high seas, and in the midst of the desert, wher-

ever the insatiate thirst for knowledge or gain has lured

the children of civilization, the magic power of the Amer-
ican name is never invoked in vain. It is true that, wher-

ever the human heart, galled by tyranny, feels the faintest

aspiration for freedom, there the image of our laws and

our civil polity appears as a heavenly visitant. It is true

that the Roman, when sinking beneath the scourge, made
his appeal for relief and protection to a government unequal

to that which, having her seat of empire here in the west,

reaches forth her hands to the uttermost parts of the earth

to protect the humblest citizen that ever reposed on her

bosom. All this is true, and the patriotic heart fondly

dwells on these rich and fascinating evidences of national

renown. And, like the care-worn and heavily-burdened

traveler, who turns aside from the wearisome highway, and

revels for a season amidst seductive groves, refreshing

fountains, and shaded lawns, so might we dispose of

weighty and serious thoughts, and give ourselves to exul-

tation and honest pride over the political, physical, moral,

and mental greatness of the land we inhabit. Eut the

times we live in, the scenes by which we are surrounded^

are mixed with gloom as well as glory. The precise mo-

ment of time to day which we occupy is too fearfully
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fraught, too ominously filled with grave, grand, and ter-

rible interests to the American people, and indeed to the

friends of liberty throughout the world, to admit of any-

thing but a severe and candid scrutiny into the solemn

duties, as well as the privileges ; the imposing responsibil-

ities, as well as the pleasures, of the American citizen.

The hour draws nigh in which the pure and lofty love of

country, for which our fathers were famed, will be in

anxious demand. The American citizen, in his full and

proper development, and movingiu the grand sphere which

the constitution marks out for him, is equal to the high

mission whereunto he is called—the perpetuation of liberty,

regulated by law. Let us look briefly at the nature of the

trust reposed in his hands.

Government is a social necessity. While each successive

generation of mankind has acknowledged and acted on

this fact, yet every people and every age have had their

distinctive principles as the basis of the institutions by
which they were governed. The history of human gov-

ernment is one over which the student and the philo-

sophic statesman ponder long and wonder much. Since

the world began, all the powers of man, good as well

as evil, have been concentrated on the stupendous prob-

lem of governing himself and- his fellow-men. He was
born in a paradise, and another of celestial splendor

and eternal duration awaits him, if he shall happily pass

the mystic river that flows between the two worlds, that

were given to him from the beginning. He is the bright,

supreme intelligence of this beautiful sphere ; he is linked

to endless ages by the immortality of mind, and is allied

to Deity by the divine origin and destiny of the soul; he

is the master-piece of the handiwork of Him who con-

ceived the flaming sun, when all was dark, and bade it

shine a full realization of his conceptions,—;who measured
the just proportions and laid the architrave of hemispheres

and continents before matter had emerged from chaos,—

•

who bade the imperial ocean seek its bed, who reared the

mountain and sunk the valley, and put all nature under the

supremacy, not of chance, blind as fate, but of Order, the
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vicegerent of Jehovah on earth. Such is man, such the

source whence he came, and such is the destiny that awaits

him. ISTo wonder that this government has engaged, not

only the deep and protracted solicitude of himself, but even

also of the Author of his being, who promulgated that

great code of laws in the midst of the lightnings on Sinai,

which have withstood all revolutions, and have neither

been repealed, nor amended, nor loosened from the pedestal

of majestic authority on which they rest.

But even the strong hand and paternal reasoning of God
himself could not prevent from arising, in the breasts of

His own people, a desire for change in the institutions

which governed them, and which they knew to be of divine

ordainment. All subsequent time, all subsequent human
experience, has been a reiteration of the principle of rest-

less discontent, which caused Israel to murmur against the

constitution and laws of the fathers, and demand a king.

Xot that I mean here to state, that the tendency of the

race, when acting under enlightened impulses, is toward

despotism, or the government of a single-sceptered hand,

but that revolution has been the order of the world.

Change has always been the desire of man's heart. He
has never ceased to recognize the imperious necessity of

government, but its forms have been as changing and

diversified as the capricious movements of a dream. He
who tells you that stability has ever been attained in the

principles or the practice of any government hitherto

established by the children of men, or, indeed, that perma-

nence.has ever marked any of the works of human hands,

has read the history of his race in vain. It is not so: and

I allude to the fact to show that struggling systems of

political institutions have forever been jarring against each

other, have alternately triumphed and alternately fallen,

have forever been engaged in conflict—whether at the Red

Sea or at Marathon, whether at Thermopylfe or at York-

town. This fact, which comes down to us with all the

sanction of universal history, commends itself with over-

whelming force to the American citizen who fondly imag-

ines that to his government has been issued the sublime
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edict, Usto perpetua ! May it be so. May the broken col-

umn and desecrated temple never mark the downfall of

American freedom. But the murky gloom of the political

heavens—the angry ocean of human passion which now
imperils the landmarks of the constitution—the voice of

hoarse sedition, which, like the boding cry of birds of ill

omen, now fills the land—the harsh sounds of unnatural,

fratricidal strife between the tribes of one covenant—all

admonish us that the hour for idle wishes and vain entrea-

ties, addressed to some imaginary genius of concord, has

passed away, and that action—^bold, honest, and patriotic

action—on the part of the citizen, can alone guarantee a

long lease of life to the present form of the American gov-

ernment.

This universal instability in the political institutions of

men has stamped history with its striking diversity. Men-
tal ingenuity and mental power have examined, grasped,

adopted, and discarded every theory, built on every basis,

and, in turn, destroyed their own creations. In the vast

and complicated annals of the past, we behold all the

multiplied forms in which human government has been

attempted. But in all its thousand shapes, there have been

hut two contending principles in behalf of which men
have enlisted their minds in council and their arms in

action. The unlawful assumption of power by those who
hold authority, has been waging an unbroken contest with

the rightful sovereignty of political institutions from the

earliest dawn of history to the present time. Liberty and
despotism have been the two great opposing forces which
have convulsed the world, torn down old systems and
planted new ones, and marked the world's highway of

progress with fields of battle. Their struggles for the

supremacy have never ceased. It is in the heart of man
to grasp at power. Dominion is sweet, and the earth and
the sea, with all that in them dwell, have not sufficed, in

their subserviency to fill the measure of man's ambition, to

govern. Alexander the Macedonian, following the gilded

meteor of conquest through all the domain of the East, and,

at last, pausing upon the Indus to weep, because the limita
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of the earth were smaller than the boundaries of his impe-

rial desires, was simply the illustration and type of that

love of power which is inherent in the human heart. A
crown with its jewels, a scepter, and the robes of royalty,

have never failed to lure the daring mind, unchastened hy
the love of legal liberty, to tempt the dangerous heights

of sole supremacy. But, on the other hand, resistance to

the power of one over many, to the spirit of royal domina-

tion, and to the absorbing prerogatives of kingly rule, has

beeu ohstinate, fierce, and perpietual. The love of power
is shared by all alike, and the laboring millions of a gov-

ernment cherish it as dearly as he who wears away his

days, and consumes his nights in feverish longings after the

fleeting emblems of temporal greatness. Freedom from
the impositions and restraints of one supreme will ha»

been the wholesome object sought in almost every popular

revolution in which mankind ever engaged. We may ex-

haust ourselves in the exploration of past ages ; we may
travel back beyond the area of Christ, and ascend still

higher up the stream of time beyond the flood, and there,

by the dim, mysterious twilight of oriental history, scan

the traces of ancient conflicts ; we may take our stand at

a period two thousand years ago, and with the clear light

of a high civilization streaming around us, contemplate

the contending parties of Greece—Athens, with her democ-

racy and her aristocracy, in a perpetual struggle, with

varied results, and Sparta, torn by rival parties ; we may
turn and survey Eome in the days of her greatness, when
she was the full perfection of a political power, with her

Gracchi and Tribunes of the people arrayed in high and

fierce contest with the advocates of royalty and centralized

power ; we may sadly watch the expiring agonies of Ro-

man liberty, and behold Brutus slay Csesar at the base of

Pompey's statue, in a mad attempt to reinstate the fallen

fortunes of the republic; we may then leave the banks of

the yellow Tiber, as did the genius of liberty veiled and

mourning, and cross over the dark ages, the gulf in which

centuries lie buried ; we may take our stand at Runnymede,

and witness Magna Charta wrenched from the unwilling
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hand of the tyrannical and perfidious John ; we may stand

on the soil of France, and shrink aghast and horror-struck

fromthegory memories which arise on every hand as awful

witnesses of the bloody baptism which that nation under-

went in the Reign of Terror; we may call to mind the

Dutch Republic—heroic and glorious little Holland—main-

taining, in the midst of strife within, and of European

despotism without her borders, a free government more
than two hundred years ago; we may appeal to all nations,

to the living and the dead, wherever the sun has looked

down on a people enlivened by a sense of their rights, and

we find the same opposing principles, th^ same elements at

war, the same parties in contest—liberty forever lifting its

bright and radiant crest against the haughty pretensions

of defiant despotism.

But the success of freedom as a practical and substantial

fact, as an acknowledged and palpable measure for the pro-

motion of human happiness, has only been achieved by one

distinct race of the human family. Free government, occu-

pying the wholesome medium ground betwfeen anarchy and
the licentious violence of the unrestrained populace on the

one hand, and rigid tyranny on the other, has been aimed
at and sought after, but never fully attained until the

Anglo-Saxon race laid its hand on the destinies of the

world, and became the champion of liberalized civilization.

Plato, it is true, dreamed of his perfect government. Uto-
pia arose as a vision of primeval purity, peace, and order.

He saw men moving among their fellows in obedience solely

to the higher attributes of our nature, and utterly insensi-

ble to the passions which thirst for pleasure and power.

He witnessed the elevating and sacred precepts of his

almost divine philosophy reduced to daily practice, by the

citizens of this fanciful republic. Law and liberty moved
in exquisite harmony, and no jarring sounds were heard to

issue from the various spheres of w^ell-regulated action.

But all this was simply the beautiful creation of a philoso-

pher's genius. He, alone, beheld it, and that with the
far-reaching glance of inspiration. The world never saw
anything of the kind. The great tide of action and busy
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life has rushed on in its fierce, headlong course, guided liy

no system of such Lioneficenoe as was displayed to the view

of the Grecian sage. But, after the AvorUl had experi-

mented and failed—after philosophers had dreamed their

dreams, and awakened to find them vanished—a new and

mighty race gradually emerged from the rude condition

of nature, and gradually became the patron of science, the

friend of letters, the nurse of Christianity, and the defendei

of constitutional freedom. To that race the American citi-

zen belongs, and his time may l>c usefully employed, and

his attention profitably engaged for a brief space, in con-

templating its history and its powerful characteristics.

I hold nothing in common with that false and pernicious

system of political ethics, which proclaims as its favorite

dogma, the uncpalified equality of the whole human fam-

ily. The social fabric, wherever it has been reared, has

always had its virulent and determined enemies, seeking,

under the specious guise of good, to implant evil in its

constitution, and to undermine and drag down the pillars

of its virtue and wisdom. Our age and our nation can

claim no exemption from this class of destroyers. Seizing

npon some isolated expression of the founders of our gov-

ernment, and perverting it totally from its original appli-

cation—losing sight of, or studiously misrepresenting the

circumstances under which it was originally uttered—we

see men in our midst, forgetful of the proud lineage of the

American citizen, and seeking to debase and tarnish the

armorial bearings of the great race to which he belongs,

advance the doctrine and urge the theory of absolute hu-

man equality. It is time that the great minds that dressed

naked liberty in the habiliments of the American consti-

tution and confided her to the care and sleepless vigilance

of the Anglo-Saxon race on this continent, should be vin-

dicated from the odium which would justly attach to their

memories if they had denied the superiority of the race

for whom they made this government.

Abstract equality is visible in none of the works of

Ood. Inanimate creation presents an endless variety.

One star ditfereth from another star in glory. The heavens
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that declare the glory of God, and the firmament that

Bhoweth His handiwork, display to the eye of the astron-

omer, planets, spheres, orbs, and worlds, scattered iu mar-

velous and prolific profusion through their azure fields

and awful depths, but an individuality marks each from

the other—fiery Mars and lovely Venus, ringed Saturn,

and majestic Jupiter, Arcturus, Orion and the Pleiades-

with their " sweet influences," have each and all their sep-

arate, distinguishing characteristics. The broad face of

the great globe on which we stand presents also one vast

panoramic view of change, diversity, inequality. Our
minds grow dizzy in the attempt to grasp an idea of that

Omnipotence, capable of producing a measureless universe,,

and yet, with detailed accuracy, creating no two things of

exact equality. The traveler who has been the pilgrim of

every land, and whose adventurous foot has touched everj

shore, who has traversed every plain, scaled every moun-
tain, crossed every river, navigated every sea and ocean^

has been lured from spot to spot, and from clime to clime^

because new scenes break upon his vision at every step,

because each object he beholds has its novelty, though he-

may have gazed upon thousands of its species before.

Animal life is full of the same wonderful lesson ; but
the most striking feature of the grand system of inequality

designed and accomplished by. the great Author of all, is.

furnished by that highest perfection of animal existence

—

man himself. The inequalities of the human race are the
more striking and numerous because of man's various en-

dowments. "We pause with solemn wonder at the versatil-

ity of the creative power when we try to call to mind
the countless throng of human beings who have here-

tofore peopled the earth, together with its millions who-
now people it, and reflect that in mere physical con-
formation no two were ever alike—were ever equal. But
the great inequality which marks one branch of the human
race from another, which distinguishes one people from
another, consists in those immortal parts—the intellect and
the moral attributes, which elevate their possessors to the-

social grade of angels, or drag them down to the compau-
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ionsliip of the damned. Let us raise ourselves to the full

-couception' of this question. Lot ns nioasure, to some ex-

teut at least, the inequalities which exist between tlie dif-

ferent races of the earth. Let us especially determine the

due supremacy ^Yhich belongs to our.own race, and thus

vindicate the wisdom of our ancestors and the policy of

the American Eepublic. In the light of history, we see

the Anglo-Saxon race for twenty centuries steadily assert-

ing and maintaining its right, in the face of all opposing

forces, to assume the guardianship of the best and dearest

interests of humanity. What though its origin is in the

wild mountains of Scandinavia and amidst the dark

Druid oaks of Britain
;
yet within the breasts of that

yellow-haired, fair-faced, and blue-eyed race were the

germs of a greatness and a power which mocked at the

strength of the gates of Rome, and humbled the pride of

civilized Europe before the American continent was dis-

•covered. It arose from the fresh, untamed regions of

[STorthern Europe with all the newness of life—with the

bounding energy of a youthful giant. The oriental races

had played their several parts, and had each contributed

something to the slow and halting progress which the

world was painfully making in those infant ages of history.

The Chaldeans bad watched the stars and studied the dim

rudiments of astronomy from the hills and plains of the

eastern hemisphere; the Pharaohs and Ptolemys had

•developed a high order of mechanism and reared the

Pyramids, built the temple of ]\Iemnon and carved the

Sphynx ; the Hebrew race had given warriors, statesmen,

poets, and sages to the world, and had been the medium

through which the awful presence of Deity was manifested

on earth ; the Persian hosts had swarmed over toward

Southern Europe to subject it to the vassalage of Xerxes

a,nd his successors ; Atilla and Alaric had scourged the

nations, and sunk forever, leaving nothing save the crimson

sign of strife and battle to mark their presence on earth
;

the land of Pericles had reached its acme of fame, and

all the great republics of ancient days wherein liberty,

ficience, and elegant literature were supposed to dwell, had
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grown to their full stature and were hastening to their

downfall, when the tall and magnificent forms of our re-

mote progenitors first became visible to the eye of the an-

nalist and the historian. The eftete and worn-out races-

of the East were no longer the controlling agencies of

human affairs. Their labors and their discoveries were

scattered along the shores of time,Jike fragments from the

bosom of the stormj"- ocean, and these were left for the-

new race to ponder over, and appropriate in the enter-

prise of regenerating the world. A second commencement
toward the ultimate destiny of man had to be made when
the world slowly awakened from the lethargy of the mid-

dle ages, and the race to which you and I belong stood

ready to assume the task. The former principal races of

the earth existed then as they exist now, simply as th&

shrunken mementos of their once all-absorbing gran-

deur; and the superiority which must exist somewhere
amongst the tribes of men declared itself with the blood

of Edward the Confessor, and Alfred the Law-giver. Since-

then, what do we behold? Shall the mock jjhilanthro-

pist and spurious reformer tell, and convince the en-

lightened world, that this race of which I speak shall he-

recognized only as equal to those who have stood still, or

whose foot-prints point backward toward ignorance and
original barbarism ? In the establishment of governments-
shall the predominant race of the earth abjure and anni-

hilate the eternal distinctions and inequalities, which were
decreed from the beginning of time between superior and
inferior races ?

The entire supremacy of the Anglo-Saxon race in all

usefal achievements will not be questioned by the en-
lightened student. It has justly won this proud distinc-

tion. Its trophies exist in every department of human-
thought and action. The wisdom of the Chaldeans is ob-
scure and forgotten, while the philosophic wand of ISTew-

ton rolled back the curtains of the universe, and exposed
the great arcana of its mysteries to the gaze of men as^

long as men shall exist and matter retain its present
form. Homer invaded the heathens' Elysium, and bor-
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rowed thence his heroes for a souej of the warlike deeda

of Ilium; but his counterpart of the sixteenth century

—

blind, sublime Milton—rose to the familiar presence of

angels, soared with an even and unshaken wing through

the celestial world, and then turned Unnn the dayliglit

glories above, and explored tlic dismal vaults, and walked

unharmed over the burning marl of hell. Euripides,

Sophocles, Virgil, Horace, and Juvenal dwelt upon all the

chords of the human heart, that were then known to re-

spond to the invocations of genius ; but from the loins of

the Anglo-Saxon raee, there sprang a wayv\ard bard on

the banks of the Avon, who has supplanted them all, and

transcended their combined glories—who stands as the

acknowledged high-priest and interpreter of the myste-

ries, the sorrows and joys of human nature in its loftiest

and in its lowliest moods, and will so stand forever more.

Socrates, Zeno, Aristotle, and their disciples, both in

Greece and in Rome, philosophized and laid down labori-

ously wrought rules of moral conduct and mental progress

;

but the world was startled and awakened with a sense of

new being, and a revolution swept over the universal mind

of civilization, when Francis Bacon launched his Novum
Orfianum upon the tide of time. Cicero was eloquent, and

immortalized the forum and the senate of Rome by his

defense of the liberal principles of his country ; Demos-

thenes filled the world with the majestic music of the

Grecian tongue ; but greater themes have hallowed the

lips and insjiired the genius of Burke, of Chatham, of Gur-

ran, and of Henry, than ever awakened the thinking pow-

ers of classic ages. Lycurgus and Solon inscribed their

laws, as they imagined, for endless durability, and Justin-

ian prepared his Pandects for universal application ; but

the Common Law of England has proved the basis of a

superstructure beneath whose shadow all other systems

have dwarfed, and abandoned their hold on human affairs.

Sylla and Marius, and Caesar, and Pompey, and other con-

querors of the olden time without number, wrote their names

with their swords high up on the canvas of fame ;
but ever

since our ancestors stormed the walls of the Imperial City,
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and climbed her Capitol Hill in triumph, the blood of the

Tudors and the Plantagenets has been the steadiest, the

coolest, the boldest, and the bravest that ever joined in the

shock of battle. The ancestry of the American citizen has

achieved greatness and glory in every field of mental,

moral, and physical action, and it remains only for him to

be true to the supremacy which has already been won and

which all history concedes.

But this western hemisphere, this great American con-

tinent is the chief theater for the display of the vast power

and resources of the Anglo-Saxon race. And as if there

should be a fitness and a propriety in the chain and con-

nection of human events, the discovery of the New World

was made by the descendants of those E'orthern tribes

who first desolated Southern Europe, and then permanently

peopled its most beautiful portions. The ancient Castilian

of Spain has the blood of the marauding Vikings in his

veins ; and Columbus discovered the land where his far-

away kindred should perfect the glory of the race.

The early settlement of the American colonies presents

a sublime spectacle. A superior people, full of the wisdom

and experience of an advanced stage of civilization, taking

possession of the country in the name of human progress,

could not fail to stamp the era as one distinguished in im-

portant results. Certain great laws of nature—laws born

of the will and knowledge of God himself—controlled the

conduct of the American citizen, in his first settlement

upon this continent. An aboriginal race was here. A
people of remote origin, and long prescriptive title to the

soil, were in possession of all the land that lies between
the two oceans. But the same fundamental principle

which governed the settlement of Canaan by the children

of Israel, and which operated, under the direct sanction of

God, to exclude and exterminate, and to reduce to subser-

viency, the various aborigiual tribes of that chosen spot,

produced precisely the same results when American colo-

nists lauded at Jamestown and at Plymouth. But one

race was ever designed to participate in the labors, the

duties, and the privileges of one government. I speak of
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races distinct from each other, by their origin, their rnen-

talitv, their moral tendencies, and with distinct reference

to their physical characteristics.

The Indian vanished into the shades of the forest as the

white man enlarged the boundaries of civilization. The
law of total extermination was against him and his ; and
the decree that he should give place to the pale-faced con-

queror was written in sole and special reference to the in-

«Titahle relation which distinct and unequal races bear

toward each other when Israel was commanded to cast

out the " seven nations greater and mightier" than Israel

herself—greater and mightier in numbers, wealth and ex-

tent of possessions, but not linked to a superior and im-

mortal destiny. The experiment of commingling the blood

-of separate races, or of combining their energies in the

•control of a single government, met the disapprobation of

the Almighty, and has disgracefully failed wherever it has

been attempted. Extermination was more desirable to the

haughty Red man than subserviency ; but that the philos-

ophy and teaching of all ages, as well as the wisdom of God
himself, sanction and justify the existence of a dependent

and vassal condition on the part of an inferior toward a

superior race, when the two are brought in contact, no

well-informed and impartial mind will deny. This, too, is

a natural and inevitable result of the irreconcilable inequal-

ities of the human race. It is founded on a principle co-

eval with the birth of man. We can not turn a leaf of

history on which are written the achievements of the

best and brightest eras of civilization without finding the

bondman as one of its developments. I know that the

experiment of equalizing distinct races has been and may

be made again. But compare for a moment the condition

in all respects, and the progress of the Xorth American Re-

public, with the sunken and degraded population and fallen

fortunes of the Southern portion of this hemisphere. The

reflective mind needs but a glance. We would sicken to

dwell long on the blighting eftects of a total disregard of

a natural, supreme law of humanity. Lot those who will

«avil at the positions which I have assumed, find the de-
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lights, the prosperity, and the national glory of the sys-

tem amidst the jarring, discordant scenes of the mongrel

races of Mexico, Central and South America. To my mind
it is sufficiently clear that the founders of our colonies, and

afterward of our federal government, wisely fi'amed and

fashioned our institutions for themselves and their poster-

ity, and proclaimed no equality, entered into no partner-

ship, and divided no civil rights with any other race.

The American citizen who superintended the early labors-

that were bestowed on the question of our liberties and

the construction of our constitution, never asserted that all

men were created equal in the sense which modern con-

spirators against the peace of the nation attach to those

memorable words. The withdrawal by a portion of the

subjects of Great Britain from their allegiance to their

prince, on account of heavy grievances committed against

them, and not against their British fellow-subjects, was
the object at which our fathers aimed when that phrase-

was given by them to the world. They asserted their own
equality to the other citizens of the British realm, and they

appealed to arms against the unjust discriminations which
-were made against them by a corrupt Parliament and an
imbecile king. They did more. They asserted for them-
selves the right to become their own rulers, and denied the
superiority any longer of that branch of their own blood
which they had left behind them on the isles of Great
Britain. They asserted their right to become their own
noblemen, their own aristocracy, and their own king.
This was one of the species of equality which they pro-

claimed. But looking out upon the grand future which
was awaiting the work of their hands, they asserted still

another kind of equality which will forever be a question
of the first magnitude with their posterity—the equality

of American citizenship. With an eye on the temple
whose beautiful proportions were gradually rising, and re-

membering all the time for whom it was being constructed,

they proclaimed the lawful inmate of that temple free from
the despotic forms of government which then darkened
the whole face of the globe, and equal to all others whose
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rights wore thus recognized. A reasonable and sensible

construction of the declaration of our indopendenec as ii

nation, can only be arrived at in the light of the circum-

stances which surrounded its production and adoption. It

had reference to the causes which called it into existence,

and the purposes it was designed to accomplish. If it was
intended as a sweeping assertion of universal human equal-

ity, it stands in the face of six thousand years of testimony

to the contrary: and if it was intended as a broad charter

under which all men within the jurisdiction of its opera-

tions could claim their freedom and become free, then it

stamps its author and its advocates as falsifiers of their

own words, and is itself the greatest failure in the history

of human eflbrts. But if, on the contrary, it receives its

just purport, its palpable meaning as a declaration of civil

rights, on behalf of those whose rights were invaded, and
who were solemnly reclaiming them from the grasp of

power, then it stands in harmony with the facts which pre-

ceded as well as those which succeeded its ado]Dtion, and
should be venerated by rising generations as the grand

enunciation of the principles of freedom which made us a

free people.

We have thus seen the necessity of government, and the

various shapes and phases it has assumed under the willful

and restless spirit of man. "We have seen the eternal con-

flict, throughout all changes and revolutions, between the

principle of liberty and the iron force of despotism. We
have seen the inequalities of the human race, and witnessed

freedom choosing for her guardian and defender the supe-

rior branch of that race. We have seen the theater of hu-

man greatness and national excellence transferred by slow

marches, moving as the great cycles of time move, from

the gorgeous and luxurious plains of the ancient seats of

empire, from the banks of the Euphrates and the Indus,

from the banks of the XiJe, from the shores of the dark

Euxine, from the wa'ters of the Mediterranean, from the

regions of the swift and arrowy lihone and the dark roll-

ing Danube—yea, in a powerful measure, from the very

banks of the Thames itself—to the banks of the Potomac



44 SPEECHES OF HON. DANIEL W. VOOKHEES.

^nd the Mississippi. And we have seen, at last, a govern-

ment here assume shape and form, founded on the philo-

sophic relation which exists between the different races

that inhabit this continent, and dedicated to the freedom

and equality of its citizens.

We might here, perhaps, appropriately pause and reflect

upon the position which that government has so quickly

attained before the world. Strange, strange, and without

-a parallel : alone, solitary, and without a peer in all history,

has been the career of American progress. It is a mystery
which the tongue is too feeble, and our language too bar-

Ten, adequately and fully to interpret. It seems as fabu-

lous as the palace of Aladdin; and yet it bears a moral too

vast and overwhelming for human comprehension. The
statesman with his proudest periods, and the poet with his

-sublimest passages, have dwelt upon the sudden and bril-

liant promotion of the American government to the fore-

most rank, and, indeed, far in advance of the foremost
rank of nations. But, in the presence of the great fact

itself, in the presence of the living glory, all description
fails, and eulogy falls weak and bafiled to the ground. The
voice-of our brief history drowns and stifles all other voices
that may be raised in its behalf, as the voice of the ocean
would overwhelm the song that was uttered in its praise on
the beach. Liberty has not merely conferred unequaled
civil rights on the American citizen, but, like Briareus of
old, it ha,s touched with a hundred hands all the springs of
liuman progress. The physical improvement of the coun-
try has especially obeyed its gigantic impulse. The ancient
works of scientific labor, the Egyptian Pyramids, the Ro-
man Aqueducts, the Appian Way, and the Temple of
Ephesus sink into utter insignificance when compared with
the industrial glories of this young Republic. But, however
delightful it may be to the American to dwell upon the
various developments of his country, yet there are other
<luestions of vital and pressing interest which more prop-
erly commend themselves to his consideration at the present
.juncture of our affairs. Let us not boast so much upon
what has already been done, but let us rather address our-
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selves to some of the more important duties of the Amer-
ican citizen, ou the full performance of which depends the

future welfare, yea, the very existence of the Republic.

Other ages, other people, and other countries have, as we
have seen, achieved excellence in a high degree in the

various fields of human action ; but the peculiar form and

character of the American government stand alone, with-

out a model in the past—the discovery and accomplishment

of our own race, our own age, and our own country. To
embrace many governments in one, to deal with independ-

ent and distinct sovereignties, and procure their accept-

ance of a constitution framed for their government, in an

associated capacity, was the delicate task which fell to the

hands of our fathers. Similar attempts, it is true, have

been made in the history of the world, but the American

Union is the first confederation of States in the annals of

mankind where the attributes of sovereignty were allowed

to remain in its individual members. Centralization of

power has been the bane of every confederation of which

history gives any account, and the brightest displays of

learned statesmanship which this or any other age ever

beheld were made by the founders of this government, in

originating and adopting the means whereby that rock of

shipwreck and disaster might be forever avoided. Their

success is now admitted, if the present and future citizen

shall faithfully adhere to the doctrines then enforced and

agreed upon by the architects of the American Union.

And the strong tendency which was displayed, in the early

history of our government, toward an unjust absorption

of the powers of the States by the federal government,-

and which again discovers itself in the most odious forms,

after an apparent slumber of years, demands of the citizen

fully to comprehend what those doctrines were. If this

Union, through fanaticism and licentious sectional hate,

shall perish, shall therefore American liberty itself fail?

I am aware that such is the usual consequence attributed;

to the destruction of tljis confederacy. It may be true.

E'o eye can foresee the correct results of such an apiialling

disaster; but when the original compact of States shall
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have failed of its purpose, if fail it must, to "establish

justice, insure domestic tranquillity, provide for the com-

mon defense, promote the general welfare, and secure the

blessings of liberty to ourselves and our posterity," why
.

may not the rights of freemen find sanctuaries in the sev-

eral States? They were the first governments of this

country, and delegated, but never surrendered beyond the

power of reclamation, certain of their own powers, duly

and carefully specified, to the federal government in trust,

and to be exercised strictly in obedience to that sacred

deed of trust—the constitution. Who shall say when the

trustee becomes unfaithful, and all the methods recognized

in the different departments of the government have been

exhausted in vain, to compel the performance of the con-

ditions on which the trust was created, that each State of

this Union may not reinvest itself with all its original

rights, privileges, and powers ? This double chance for the

American citizen to perpetuate his freedom is the chief

glory and crowning virtue of our complex, and at the

same time simple and beautiful system of government.

If the force of numbers, inflamed'by the wicked and heret-

ical spirit of aggression upon established constitutional

rights, should ever strike down any one or more of these

States by the usurped authority of the general govern-

ment, then it remains for such States themselves to lift up

;and reinstate fallen libertj'. Deny this right to the State,

and you destroy its boasted sovereignty, and open up the

road to a tyranny, guided by prejudice and passion, more
galling to its victims and more destructive of their happi-

ness, than the hand of a sanguinary despot ever inflicted.

This is no new principle that I am asserting—it is not for

its novelty that I advance it here, but it involves rights of

such magnitude to the citizen—rights strenuously ques-

tioned by a large class of evil spirits, who now surround
the political cauldi-on and invoke a charm of direful im-

port to the Republic—that it should be more boldly and
firmly advanced now than ever before. The struggles of

freedom, the advancement of the liberal atts, the develop-

ment and supremacy of the Anglo-Saxon race, the settle-
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ment of the American colonies, tlioir resistance to the de-

mamls of George III., the wisdom of the early patriots

who discovered ;i new and mighty science of liuman gov-

ment, all, all are in vain, if legal rights may he destroyed,

and sacred privileges invadcil—the bond of our Union
perverted, in these latter days, into an instrument of tor-

ture and degradation ; if these tilings may happen, and
all in the name of liberty and equality, and there be no
lawful mode to arrest evils so monstrous. But the Ameri-
can citizen is not left helpless and without resottrces in the

face of such sad contingencies, which, alas ! may be hov-

ering nearer the present crisis of public atfairs than the

hopeful lover of his country is willing to realize. He looks

to the doctrine of the rights of the States and invokes the

name and memory of Jefferson, who declared the inde-

pendence of the people, and taught them how to maintain

it from the insidious assaults of sedition and treason, as

well as from open enemies.

State equality is a necessary accompaniment of State

sovereignty. That each State of the Union affords its

citizens an absolute equality in every respect, under the

American constitution, with the citizens of every other

State, is a fact founded upon the spirit of justice which con-

trolled the foundation of this confederacy. This kind of

equality is an especial object of assault in these days of

degenerate patriotism. The greedy avarice and insatiate

demands of the descendants of a bigoted and speculating

class now seek to absorb the right to think, the right to

act, and the right to possess and enjoy, for, and in the place

of, and to the exclusion of all who exist outside of their

malignant circle. This fact constitutes the paramount evil

of the hour. These arrogant assumptions must be rebuked,

crushed, and destroyed, or this Union is no longer a

Union, and will perish as a wonderful evidence of what

genius and patriotism can create, and what the restless and

corrupt fanaticism of man can destroy. This Union was

founded upon the principle that each member was its own
domestic ruler, and that its neighbor should neither seek

to unsettle its domestic institutions nor strive to cast a



48 SPEECHES OF HON. DANIEL W. VOORHBBS.

blight and a mildew over its reputation by becoming a

common slanderer before the world. On the land, in the

broad territories, on the high seas, and wherever Ameri-

can citizens may rightfully go, there goes also an absolute

equality in the enjoyment of life, liberty, and property.

The citizen of South Carolina may meet the citizen of New
York, the citizen of Indiana may meet the citizen ot Vir-

ginia, the citizen of Florida may meet the citizen of Maine

;

but who dares assert that they do not meet as equals in

the eye of that constitution which was made as much for

the one as for the other. Shall that school of false philos-

ophy and spurious statemansbip which upholds universal

human equality deny the equality of the citizenship of the

Eepublic ?

Kecent 'legislation and attempted legislation, as well as

the wide-spread promulgation of the most dangerous dog-

mas, give great significance to this question. It embraces

the whole theory from which American citizenship derives

its value. It goes further. It involves, as a living, vital

issue now upon us, the continuation of our present form
of government. The proud heart wherever it beats, recoils

with horror, or rather swells with indignant emotion, at

the thought that the star of the State whose pride and
honor is its own, shall ever grow dim and blaze with an
inferior and unequal luster to the stars which signalize the
other States on the flag of the Union. If such a degra-

dation could have been foreseen, what State would have
hazarded its honorable existence and tempted its melan-
choly fate by joining the compact and signing the cove-

nants of the constitution ? Not one. If some sage with
the gift of second-sight could have risen on the floor of the
convention, whose labors developed the American con-

stitution, and there announced, as a vision, which less than
a century would make real, that a party pretending pa-
triotism would organize itself upon the doctrine of the
inequality of the States, would proclaim the chief end of
political labor to be the discrimination through the power
of the federal government against the vested, legal rights
of a section ; if such an announcement had been made and
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its truth foreseen, the Ainericiin Union woiihl never have
had a place in history. The oonvention would have ad-

journed without day, and its dologatos returned to their

States, there to establish liberty ex[iosed to no such future

calamity and eurse. Yet that curse is ah-ead}- upon us;

and one of the duties of the American citizen is to studj""

its nature fully, and if possible avoid its manifest purpose.

I shall not here invade the arena of political discussion.

I shall not advance the views of the partisan ; but the gen-

eral principles which aflfect a nation's welfare, and the

vicious results of diseased opinions which assail the funda-

mental laws and virtues of a free people, are not unwor-
thy of mention on the most solemn and exalted occasions,

Xo interest that appertains merely to earth is of such sub-

lime consequence to the American as the maintenance of

his birthright in the equal enjoyment of legal liberty. I

shall endeavor to point out the chief danger to that birth-

right and the arch-enemy to that sacred enjoyment. The
rapid growth of the country, the increasing avenues to-

wealth and promotion, the vast number of internal and
external questions of policy, the political revolutions which
sweep over the nation, presenting endless and overwhelm-

ing temptations to call forth the worst passions of men^
have all combined to beget that most dangerous and re-

volting pest to human society and foe to public peace and
virtue—THE SEDITIOUS ciTiZEX. Within that phrase is em-
braced the nature of the evil with which the friends of the

American Union are now assailed. Xo open violence yet

grasps at unlawful power, no Ctesar has crossed the Rubi-

con, but the air grows dark with the elements of sedition,

and a vast conspiracy is gathering force to usurp the seats

of power at the Capitol over the torn and dishonored frag-

ments of the constitution. The seditious citizen glories in

the billows of popular fanaticism which roar around him,

and rejoices in sight of the fatal lee-shore on which the

Union is drifting. Xo cry of horror escapes his lips. He
rather jeers at the warning voice of others. He seeks

with insane fury to grasp with his own hand the helm of

the vessel to hurl her more swiftly and surely on to do-
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struction. He professes to mock at calamity, and langh

at fear. It would be the first and most natural supposition

of a patriot's heart that such a citizen would sink down, a

powerless and despised victim to public scorn.

" But in seditions bad men rise to honor,"

aud what was written of the days of Cleon and

Alcibiades is made true in American history. Instead

•of ostracism, not the ostracism of the shell, for its

banishments fell on a worthier class, but the ostracishi

of strong contempt and abhorrence, we see the seditious

citizen receiving the senatorial robe, and from that high

and once sacred eminence, we hear him vex the ear of

the nation. He is not satisfied with his government. He
clamors for change. He does not boldly proclaim the

necessity of revolution or amendment to the constitu-

tion. That would be too manly for his character. He
prefers to plunder his fellow-citizens of their rights, by

false constructions and cowardly evasions. He is not con-

tent that peace and fraternal affection should remain an

imdisturbed inheritance to the descendants of those who
laid the foundations of the Union in love with one an-

other. But in the paths of danger, or probable combat,

lie never ventures. He is content to incite the deluded

•disciples of his creed to follow its logical and inevitable

results to the extent of blood and civil war, but that is not

the part of the drama of sedition in which he personally

appears. In order to establish unkind relations between

different sections, and foster jealousy and vindictive

rivalry between kindred blood, he prostitutes his time in

the base and ignoble pursuit of materials on which to

found systematic and elaborate calumny. The slander of

States of historic renown and unimpeached devotion to the

laws, he rolls as a sweet morsel beneath his tongue. He
is eminently gifted with that quality which would drag

.angels down—not that he has the power or even the de-

sire to soar into their places, but he grows pale in the

•envy of superior excellence, and delights in the abase-

ment of virtue. Not satisfied with calumniating States
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and denying theii- equality, he reviles statesmen of spot-

less integrity and approved wisdom, and seeks to impair

their usofalness, by easting- a blight over their fame. ISTor

do the dead cseape his fangs. lie preys witli accursed

avidity on those great and good names, whose possession

is the nation's truest wealth and brightest glory. He
drags them from their dread abode, and consumes the

night and wastes tlie day in torturing their virtues into

frailties for an indecent exhibition. Miltiades died within

a year after the battle of Marathon, of a gangrened wound,
and in a prison where his imgrateful countrymen had
placed him; but the seditious citizen of the United States,

in the august assemblage of senators, declares Washington
a pirate in the praetiees of his domestic life; Madison a

barbarian ; Jackson, Clay, and Calhoun robbers and foes

to Christian civilization. Ingratitude and injustice to the

living is an evil sufficiently deplorable, but the willful

slander of the dead is the lowest depth of baseness to

which the mind of a dastard can descend. If the seditious

citizen visits foreign lands, he goes not as the generous pa-

triot, whose home-sick heart bounds -v^ith proud emotion

when he sees the ample folds of the flag of his country

floating in undiminished splendor. He goes rather as the

earplug defamer of American institutions, and wins his

way to the ante-chambers of despotism by pronouncing

American freedom a failure. He ransacks ancient libraries,

and burrows amongst the curiosities of literature, to find

strange materials with which to embellish and adorn a ma-
licious libel against the land that gave him birth. He digs

up the forgotten opinions of men no wiser than himself,

and flaunts them in the face of the world as the conclusive

evidences of truth. And to what end is all this? For what
purpose are all these labors? There is but one answer.

To create sectional enmity, to beget animosity, to degrade

the citizens of one section of this government in the eyes

of the citizens of another section, and thus destroy that

sense of American equality which alone can preserve the

union of the States, are the mournful and calamitous ob-

jects on which the seditious citizen fastens all the powers
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of Ms will, and toward which he summons all his energiesr-

and intellectual resources. His chief delight, and the most

gratifying consequence of his labors, is to embroil in san-

guinary strife the brethren of one race, one language, and

one worship. History has given over to an infamous im-

mortalit}^ the names of a few citizens of Jerusalem who'

played the same part in the hour when dangers of mortal

extremity assailed the city of David ; when Titus environed

the city with the deep squadrons and long drawn out legionS'

of Eome ; when the walls were broken day by day ; when

famine, gaunt and frightful, sent its devouring pangs amidst

the beleaguered hosts within ; when the dead lay piled upon

the dead, and the holy rites of sepulture were abandoned ;.

when fire burst from the gaping earth ; when unearthly

sounds were heard and unearthly visitations experienced -

when the Jew and the- Roman stood still and paused, by

mutual consent, in their work of slaughter, to gaze in

awful amazement at fiery squadrons charging each other in

the clear vaults of heaven above them; when the doom of

the Jewish nation and the fulfillment of prophecy were-

betokened with marvelous certainty,—yet, in the midst of

all this, the seditious citizen traversed the streets, usurped,

the places of authority, and inflamed a bitter warfare—re-

volting scenes of carnage—between the tribes of the same-

covenant, exposed to the same destiny. The historian of

remote periods, when carefully collecting the materials for

the history of the present age of the American Eepublic,

will preserve its seditious citizen as a species of the same
God-defying madness—the same shocking specimen of a

cruel and insane fanaticism. Though dangers environ the

Union and encompass the constitution on all sides ; though
the laws are broken down and scorned beneath the foot of

the traitor; though brother has lifted his hand against

brother; though society itself is menaced with violent dis-

ruption ; though " the custom of fell deeds " seems preva-

lent ; though " domestic fury and fierce civil strife " threaten

to pervade all the confines of this hitherto happy country,

—

yet with a felon's voice we hear him invoking more and
more the bitterness and sectionalism which have already
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produced this startling condition of public affairs. In tlie

name of libert\-, France was smitten Avilh a curse, and Ar-

nold called upon her name to justify hiui in his intaniy ; but

the seditious citizen of the American govennnent of the

present day, with the san\e sweet sound on his polluted

tongue, seeks to inaugurate scenes of decjicr horror than

those through which Madame Roland passed to the scaf-

fold, and to perpetrate a treason, in comparison with which

the treason of Arnold would become commonplace and iu-

signiiicaut. "We are told that the aucient god Ixion, in

seeking the embraces of Juno, embraced a cloud, and from

this unnatural embrace the Ccutaurs sprang in their malice

and their deformity. We see something similar in this

practical age, without seeking it in the pages of Grecian

mythology. The seditious American citizen, who holds

public station, embraces a corrupt and stormy fanaticism,

and a brood of frightful and depraved theories and revolt-

ing actions instantly spring up, and,

' With wide Cerberian mouths full loud,"

harass and shock the patriotism of the country.

And against the evil tendencies of the present hour, what

have we to oppose ? What is our remedy for principles

more pernicious than the plague? Where is the patriot's

house of refuge ? Reason, argument, and peaceful remon-

strance are thrown away upon the authors of sedition. We
can appeal to the jjatriotism of the country, to the popular

sense of justice, to the law-abiding spirit of the citizen who

loves the institutions of his fathers. AVe can hold up to

our countrymen the sacred constitution, hallowed by the

sublime reminiscences of the past, and gathering increased

^lory and consof^uence in view of the approaching future.

We can point them to the rents which the thrusts of se;,di-

tious citizens have made in that holy instrument, and ap-

peal to the lovers of their country, wherever they may he,

to revenge the desecration. We can oppose wise counsels

to the ravings of fanaticism, and brotherly love to sectional

strife. AVe can appeal to the American citizen to allow the

house which his fathers built to stand forever—that though
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divided it may be in its domestic economy, yet it is not-

divided nnto its fall. We can do all this, and we can hope-

that our laboi's vpill bring forth the fruits of peace. But if

the evil hour must come, if patriotism is to be humiliated

and treason exalted, if the schemes of the seditious citizert

are to triumph, and civil strife and commotion are to cum-

ber this fair land, then may some Brutus avenge the cause-

of liberty in the Capitol ; and may the authors of our ruin

be the first to sup full of its horrors !

But we will turn away from this gloomy them^e, and,

refresh ourselves with more pleasing pictures. If, in the-

wisdom and mercy of Divine Providence, this government

is permitted to survive the baleful principles of the present-

crisis, sei'ene skies and a peaceful calm await us in the

future. The patriot will take hope, and the consj)irator'

will shrink away, baffled, into an odious oblivion. Good
omens will cheer us, and the Anglo-Saxon race will rush-

forward again on the bright track of American progress.

The expansion of the Eepublic is a natural law of its

healthy existence. That principle is now paramount to

all other questions of national policy which remain to be-

developed, except the question of the preservation of the

Union itself. In the past, it has steadily met the require-

ments of the age ; but the future of- this government, if it-

shall happily have a future, is to be one wide theater of
expansion. Opposition has always stood in the way of

this doctrine; but we have only to look at the map of the--

United States to vindicate it in its former j)ractical results.-

But for that construction of the constitution which gave-

to it its expansive force, this hour the very heart and cen-

tral portion of our confederacy, the spot where St. Louis-

sits, the commercial queen of the mighty "West; the Missis-

sippi, and its western and southern tributaries; Florida,,

and the borders of the Gulf of Mexico ; New Orleans, with-

its floating palaces, freighted with the staple articles which
link together the commerce of two worlds; San Francisco-
and California, the city and State of magical, golden
growth—would all be in the possession of foreign powers^
owned by foreign governments, and governed by the bayo-
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nets of Europe. Who would now tear out the chapters

of our history which record these territorial acquisitions?

But if this Union shall escape its perils, if the constitution

shall survive its enemies, our future will be to our past as

is the meridian sun to the gray struggling dawn of llio

morning. There is a destiny in the pathway of this Union
such as the eye of man never beheld, nor the heart of man
conceived. Allowing no more than that this young gov-

ernment shall double its present lifetime, and what a future

rises before the mind ! "Who shall
,
paint the Republic of

that period? Who shall speak of its commerce, and num-
ber its ships that go down to the sea? Who shall portray

its cities—its Tyros, its Sidons, its Carthages, and its

Komes? AVho shall count their wealth, and image forth

in this age the splendors that shall await on that? Who-
shall attempt to reckon the myriads that shall then in-

habit oar plains, our valleys, and our mountains? Who
shall foretell the improvements of science, and the triumy)lis

of man over the world of nature around him? Who will

take the map now, and draw the boundaries of this Eepub-
lic when age shall have given it the full stature of vigorous-

manhood?
But we will Avait for no distant future to accompilishi

much of that destiny which I have suggested. It is now
rising and becoming visible to the eyes of the present gen-

eration. The expansive pjrinciple of this government has

hitherto mainly followed the track of the sun into the

imperial possession of the W^est, but it is now wooed into

the embrace of softer climes and more fruitful fields. " The
South! the South! the South!" shall henceforth be the

watchword of American expansion. The law of political

gravitation points in that direction, and the South herself

should not lose the golden opportunity which the spirit of

the age holds out to her. The whole patriotism of the

country responds to the course of manifest destiny. I

speak not of that manifest destiny which moves without

law, but of that which is to be achieved by law. The
8r)irit of American liberty and American progress is

abroad upon the waters of the Gulf of Mexico, and Span-



56 SPEECHES OP HON. DANIEL W. VOORHEES.

ish tyranny is trembling in its presence. This spirit has

touched the shores of Cuba, and will never be driven from

her soil until the wisdom of American statesmanship has

achieved her acquisition. This question has arisen in the

pathway of progress, and we can not ignore or go round it.

It must and will be met in a practical form. The day for

argument is past and gone. The whole civilized world

beholds, though it may not acknowledge, the right and

the national necessity which exists on the part of the

American government to the ownership of the key to

the gulf. Action, action—lawful, but unyielding action

—

should now characterize the policy of the American citizen

in his relation to that glorious, though oppressed island.

But, is this all? Are there no other concerns of vast

national import under the southwestern horizon? Ah!
what giant events are there awaiting the ripening process

of a few eventful years. In vain we may turn our faces

from them, or shut our eyes to the shadows which they

cast before in their coming. In vain, too, will be open

opposition to their approach. The greatest acts in the

drama of American development are yet to come, and the

curtain will as surely rise upon them, as years come and

go with the changing seasons. Look to Mexico ! Lost,

fallen, dissevered, bleeding at every pore, the prey of

domestic assassins, the sport of bloody-handed factions,

her neck beneath the heel of alternate beggarly usurpers,

her fields drenched with the blood of her own veins

;

chained to the rock of semi- barbarism with the links of

despotism festering in her flesh, like the links of the lame
Lemnian, and the Promethean vulture of civil war forever

consuming her vitals. Her experiment of government in

every form has proved a failure. Instead of peace, ordei',

and happiness to the citizen, misrule, like the destroying

angel, fills all her borders with desolation and death. This
condition of affairs can not last. There is no corner of the

earth, where the Anglo-Saxon blood has penetrated, dark
enough for such scenes to have a long duration. Much
less will they continue their ghastly round within the
immediate sphere of American influence and American
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advancement. Step hv step we have approached, in the

past history of the eonntrv, the attitude A\'hieh we now
sustain toward Mexieo. It has not l)ecn sought, neither

-couUl it have been avoided. The onward march of human,

affairs, the tendeney of the Ameriean mind in tliat direc-

tion, the phihisojihy of iHilitical motion, the irresistihle

superiority of the Anglo-Saxon blood, have all conspired

to bring this government to look upon the destiny of Mexico

as linked to her own. There are those within the hearing

of my voice, many, I doubt not, who will witness the

joining of those destinies in one, and will behold the land

of the Aztecs carved into American States. Examine
your maps. Commence at the mouth of the Rio Grande

;

trace along down through the waters of the Bay of Vera
Cruz, around that high headland of A'ncatan, down through

the Caribbean Sea, across the tropic of Cancer into the

<jrulf of Darien : cross the isthmus there, into the Gulf of

Panama; follow up the Pacific coast through twenty-one

degrees of latitude to the boundary line of the treaty

of 1854 ; and all within those limits is fastened to the

interests and wrapped up in the destiny of American
institutions by the great God, \\hose hand shapes the

continents of the earth and scoops out its oceans, gulfs, and

harbors. The great law of self-defense and national se-

curity—a law of nations paramount to all other laws—calls

imperatively for the practical recognition of this fact in the

<liplomacy and legislation of the government. The
waters of the (julf of Mexico, on its northern and eastern

coa.st, now wash the borders of five States of this Union,

and its tide rises to the wharf of the commercial metropolis

of the South. Over on the opposite side lie the distracted

States of Mexico, and lower down, those of Central America.

They would constitute an easy acquisition to any Euro-

pean pjower with sufiicii^ut boldness to defy the Monroe

policy of this government, and from that line of coast, the

hostile armaments of all Europe could be equipped in sight

of American soil. If the American ITnion shall be pre-

served, its wnsest statesmen will be the first to look steadily
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and boldly to these facts, and to shape the policy of the-

nation toward its lawful and inevitable expansion.

Gentlejnen of the Societies of Washington and Jefferson :—
You are surrounded to-day by no ordinayy circumstances.

An epoch in the history of liberty has been reached,

which will be forever memorable in the annals of

coming time. As you leave these venerable walls and

start out to meet life with its rugged issues, the great

and imperious question of the hour, which will first sa-

lute you, will be the preservation of that constitutional

liberty which the fathers of the Republic provided for the

enjoyment of tlieir posterity ; and second to that, will ba-

the consideration of that destiny which awaits the Anglo-

Saxon race on this continent. You are born to a mighty
responsibility as well as to a rich inheritance. You spring

from a race unto whom is given dominion, power, and
exaltation over the other races of the earth. The blood

of a conquering, governing race is in your veins, and brings

with it the responsibility which attaches to the leadership

in the concerns of earth's supremest moment. You are-

of the lineage of Washington, who led the army of inde-

pendence, whose great heart resisted the appalling ad-

versities of tlie Revolution, who stood upon the banks of

the Delaware and above the roar of th^ elements heard'

the call of patriotic duty, who led his little column to the
mouth of the cannon at Trenton ; who led the feeble colo-

nies, like Moses at the head of the tribes in the wilder-

ness, but who, more favored than the great captain of Is-

rael, was permitted from the plains of Yorktown to enter
into the possession of liberty ; who stands now and will

stand forever as a sublime and unapproachable example of
virtue and love of country. He was born in the countj
of Westmoreland, and in the State of Virginia, but the
whole Anglo-Saxon race from all the four quarters of the-

globe points to his matchless life as an evidence of its-

superiority, and humanity itself assumes new dignity be-
cause the name of Washington has been written in her
records. You are of the same lineage, too, of the great phil-
osopher of liberty, of Thomas Jefferson, who studied the-
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principles of government as he did tlie eternal truths of

Bcienco, who loved freedom in an excess of devotion, who
drafted the fundamental doctrines ot'ouruiitiminl existence,

who foresaw more clearly than any other statesman of

that day the grandeur of the future upon which American

institutions were advancinar, who laid aside the robes of

office more honoi'able than the imperial purple and turned

to the genial pursuit of letters, laid these foundations

where we stand, and entitled himself to the epitaph which

marks the grave of the author of the declaration of civil

and religious freedom and the patron of learning in the

western world. To your hands, in common with the young-

generation to which you belong, M'ill soon he committed

the interests which were bequeathed to you by the patriots

and sages of American antiquity. Each one of you

will assume ere long the high and responsible character

of an American citizen, active in the varied scenes which

now checker the public afl'airs of the nation. You will

never, however, forget your birthright, the pure blood of

your ancestors, nor the destiny which awaits the Ameri-

can ITnion preserved in its justice and in its equality.-

Xor will you ever forget the loyal influences of this great,

State on whose bosom you have reposed while here drink-

ing, in inspiring draughts from her crystal fountain of

learning. Virginia teaches no doubtful lesson on the sub-

ject of her devotion to the constitution and the Union.

Happy are they who sit at her feet and learn wisdom

from her precepts ! She is rich in historical renown. She-

rocked the cradle of the Union and defended the infant

Hercules from the grasp of the serpent. Within her-

bosom repose the ashes of those most illustrious in the

cause of liberty since the song of ^liriam arose as a song

of deliverance on the banks of the Red Sea. The curious

traveler threads his way amongst the tombs of Westmin-

ster Abbey, and on either hand sleep kings, conquerors,

princes, poets, statesmen, historians, and philosophers. In

that solemn pile genius rests from its brilliant triumphs,

and its exquisite sorrows and eloquence and learning hal-

low the spot with the glory of intellectual excellence. But
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the modest eminence of Mount Vernon and the quiet

heights of Monticello contain more precious dust than

was ever treasured away in the " storied urn " of human

greatness or the royal sepulcher of kings. The soil of this

ancient and revered commonwealth is rich with the shrines

of the mighty. Her children have been the tall spirits of

the earth, and every valley and every mountain is full of

thrilling memories. The drama of the Eevolution closed

within her borders. The spirit of American liberty here

first took assurance of safety, and a permanent existence.

But the historian who records the various and exalted

glories of Virginia will find in her loyalty and devotion to

the Union and the constitution as it now is, something of

more priceless value, a jewel of more radiant luster, than

.any of the historical glories with which she is so richly

decorated. Whatever hereafter may be the policy reluct-

.antly adopted by Virginia, no one can charge her with a

willing and ready desertion of the established order of

things. A wonderful scene is presented to us as we look

back on the strange events which have recently convulsed

the nation. Sedition sent an armed force against her

border. Fanaticism sought to give the flesh of her cit-

izens a prey to the eagles, and her houses to the torch

•of the incendiary. Murder was inaugurated as a virtue on

her soil, and her domestic institutions were assailed with a

sectional hate which rejoiced in the prospect of a carnival

of blood. The barriers of State sovereignty and the safe-

guards of State equality were broken down at the behests

of the seditious citizen. The mother of States and of states-

men was the first to feel the unnatural and ungrateful blow

•of a monstrous conspiracy against the constitution. In

that hour of bitterness, in that day of her calamity, when her

wrongs were fresh and her wounds were bleeding, the mes-

rsenger of a new Union, the bearer of despatches from a

.sister State of the South, came to Virginia, and tempted

her in the moment of her severest temptation, in the very

wilderness of her sufferings, to abandon the temple of her

ancient worship. It was true that the old Union of the

fathei's had not afforded her protection against criminal
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outrage. It was true thiit war had been proclaimed against

her by the consistent followers of a prevalent seutioiial

fanaticism. It was true that the equality of American
citizenship was stricken down on the soil which gave it

birth. But remembering herearl}- struggles and sacrifices,

calling to mind the precious memories which bind her to

the American Union, yearning for the return of fraternal

harmony, and hoping all things, Virginia turned her back
on the tempter to disunion, and announced her determina-

tion to appeal once more to the holy spirit of justice and
peace which has not finally taken its flight from the coun-

try. This proud act of magnanimous forbearance will

never grow dim. It will be treasured up and recalled to

the honor of this illustrious Commonwealth through every

vicissitude of her fortunes. The full measure of her duty

has been performed, and the blood of disunion can never

be found on her skirts. May each State profit by her ex-

ample ! May her wise precepts govern the public mind as

in the days of Madison and Henry ! May Union never be

destroyed ; but in any event and under all circumstances,

may the American citizen be true to his race, and true tO'

liberty as it is recognized in the American constitution

!
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THE LIBERTY OF THE CITIZEN.

£A speecli delivered in tlie House of Representatives on the 18tli of Febru-

ary, 1863, on " An act to indemnify the President and other persons for

suspending the privilege of the writ of habeas corpus, and acts done

in pursuance thereof."]

Mr. Speaker :—The American people will learn with,

amazement that the bill now under consideration has once

passed this House without debate. It returns here now
with amendments made by the Seriate, and the Chairman
of the Committee of "Ways and Means [Mr. Stevens], with

an obedient majority at his command, sought on Thursday

last to again secure the action of this body upon the mo-
mentous and vital principles which it involves, without

permitting a single word of discussion. And I hold my
position on this floor to-day, not because the proscriptive

majority on the opposite side of this chamber concede the

freedom of debate, but because a manly, determined minor-

ity enforced it by a resort to those rules of parliamentary

law which were made for their protection. Let this fact

be understood. Let it go into history as a part of the con-

demnation which there awaits the party now in power,
that the voice of the peo^Dle, speaking through their rep-

resentatives, has been stifled in this hall during the present

session, on questions which overturn and revolutionize the

principles of republican government. The unholy spirit

of despotism dreads the doctrines of free speech, and
powers in silence and in darkness. The spirit of liberty

lives in an atmosphere vocal with the contests between
truth and error, and invites the humblest citizen of the

government to exercise his judgment freely and without
restraint upon all questions of public interest.

Mr. Stevens : When this bill was called up, I felt no dis-
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position to discuss it; and I said that unless some gentle-

man wanted to discuss it, I would ask for the vote. I then
said that, as some gentlemen wanted to discuss it, I would
move to postpone it.

Mr. Voorhoos : I give the gentleman the benefit of his

statement. I had information, however, from those who
visited him at his seat, of a very different character; and
the proceedings on this floor by which debate was obtained,

gave convincing proof that my information was correct.

Sir, the bill now before the House has no parallel in the

history of this or any other free people. It is entitled " An
act to indemnify the President and other persons for sus-

pending the privilege of the writ of habeas corpus, and
acts done in pursuance thereof." But it embraces even

,

more than its startling title would indicate. It gives to

the Executive and all his subordinates not merely security

for crimes committfed against the citizen in times past, but

confers a license to continue in the future the same unlim-

ited exercise of arbitrary power which has brought dis-

grace and danger to the country. I propose, to the best

of my ability this day, to show that neither indemnity for

the past nor impunity for the future can be bestowed on

those who have violated, and who propose further to vio-

late, the great and fundamental principles of constitutional

liberty.

Sir, the proper division and lawful exercise of the powers

of a government, constitute a question of supreme and par-

amount importance. It stands pre-eminent over all others.

Xo people in the history of the world ever long maintained

security from the foot of the oppressor who lost sight of

this fundamental truth. The sentinel who stands guard

over the citadel of popular liberty can only protect and

defend his sacred trust by keeping his vigilant eye steadily

fixed on the movements of power. Every attempt to di-

vert his attention by proclaiming other and more impor-

tant objects, or by lulling him to sleep at his post, comes

from an enemy to free government. Every attempt to

convince the public mind that there may be higher duties

for the citizen to perform than to preserve inviolate the
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inalienable rights of person, property, and the pursuit of

happiness, is an assault upon the existence of this llepublie

and a saci'ilege against G-od.

To measure out the metes and bounds of power, and

establish them by constitutional landmai'ks sufficiently

plain and strong to resist the encroachments of executive

authority, has been the lofty purpose of every friend of

freedom who has left his name to illuminate the annals

of human conduct. Such names belong to the people, and
are household deities around the humble hearthstones of

those who eat their bread iu the sweat of their faces, and
find safety alone in the well-defined limits of the laws

under which they live. The surveyor A^ith his chain cau

run the lines and plant the corner-stones along the borders

of kingdoms, empires, states, and territories ; but states-

men and philosophers have taxed all the hours since the
dawn of civilization with the efforts of incessant industry

in circumscribing and restraining the lawless and impa-
tient spirit of power. Vast armies have been marshaled!

and great battles fought; the earth has been turned from
its primeval peace and purity into one mighty sepulcher,

and the sky has been rent with the voice of mourning in

order to appease the lust of conquest and to extend the
physical bouudaries of a country to a mountain, a river, or
an invisible, air-drawn line, which is disputed by armed
force ; but one drop of blood from the veins of John Hamp-
den or Joseph Warren, one handful of dust from the
graves of Saratoga or Camden, one expiring sigh from the
lips of Bozaris or Winkelreid, one relic from the plains
of old Platea or Aiarathon, is m.ore valuable and more glo-

rious in the cause of human progress, and more acceptable
in the presence of infinite justice and eternal right, than all

the wars of invasion and subjugation with which the world
has resounded from Issus to Austerlitz. I bow before the
shrine which liberty has erected to the names of "VVashing--

ton and of Algernon Sidney, of the elder Brutus and of
Thomas Jefferson. I invoke their memories and the
guidance of their spirits while I denounce a measure which
surrenders back to the hands of power all those grand
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achievements in the cause of human freedom which have

rendered their names immortal.

Sir, we live in the midst of storm and revolution. A
memorable epoch in history is transpiring in our view.

The air is dark with the elements of strife and change.

The convulsions which have signalized the past are being

reproduced in the present. The murderous roar of cannon,

the sanguinary crash of war, and the pallid, appealing faces

of the dead mark our time and our country as they have

marked all climes and ages heretofore. History is being

rewritten ; and what man has done, man is doing again. I

«ee nothing new in the calamities which now assail tlie

destiny to which we aspire. We are treading over again

the footsteps of generations which have passed away.

Mutation and change is the order of the world. Stability

and permanence in the works of human hands is the Uto-

pian dream of abstract speculation. The different forms

which governments have assumed to redeem society from

chaos constitute no exception to this remark. On the con-

trary, all history stands as an awful witness to the fact that

no government has ever yet been established which has

been exempt from the fierce blasts of human passion and

human ambition.

Bat instability and tempestuous struggles do not neces-

sarily roll backward, or even check the wheels of progress.

Great principles are immortal. They can not die. The
forms in which they are incased may perish and decay to

dust; but, like the liberated soul, truth puts on new glories

in every phase of her existence. Our course is onward,

like the mighty river, to the ocean of destiny. I believe

in the steady advancement and ultimate civilization of the

world by the benignant power of a higher and purer gospel

than that of hate or of force. The trinity which presides

over my belief is composed of those handmaidens of God

—

liberty, charity, and justice. With faith in these, the

American people, though assailed by those painful convul-

sions which no nation ever escaped, though desolated and

heavy in heart, and weeping over departed glories and

joys, may yet look off across the dark and angry face of
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the waters, and in the distance behold the star of peace

and honor, and around it chistering the heavenly constel-

lation of individual and national happiness.- But if this

people refuse, from this time forward, to be led by these

principles, an abyss of horror awaits our speedy entrance,

as terrible to the upright soul of a free-born American

citizen as the flaming depths where the lost angels writhe

in agony. The world, it is true, will not stand still. Some
other people more worthy the high trust will take up the

cause of constitutional government; but we will be dropped

in gloom and despair by the wayside.

Sir, times like the present are always full of danger to

the rights of the people. In an hour like this, if we expect

to retain the institutions of liberty, an increased degree of

vigilance is required; for, when the elements of political

organization are in commotion, and disorder pervades the

whole face of aflFairs, bad men in authority unbridle the

spirit of tyranny in their breasts, and leap over the walls

of constitutional restraint. Such periods in history have

been the rich harvests of despotism. When the thunder

rolls along the sky, and midnight gloom increases the ter-

rors of the storm, the savage beasts of the desert go forth

and raven for their prey. The rulers of the nation do the

same. Benjamin was a ravening wolf, and stands as the

«mblem of unlawful and sanguinary power. Seditions

and civil wars are the unhappy occasions for the exercise

of this baleful propensity which high official station so

generally begets in the heart of man.. And, Mr. Speaker,

the mournful evidences are thick and fearful on every hand,

whichever way we turn, that the public confusion which
no-^ reigns in our own once peaceful land has brought with

it to us this pernicious evil in its most frightful and aggra-

vated forms. Disaster has followed disaster in terrible and
startling rapidity to a people who, two short years ago, had
never tasted the cup of humiliation or sorrow. Our terri-

torial grandeur has been torn and disputed by the sword,

homes have been desolated and filled with the bitterness of

death, debt and taxation tower up like a gloomy specter

in our midst and cast an appalling shadow over the hopes
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of the present and of future gouoralions of labor for more

than a hundred years to come ; but such scenes have not

softened the heart of executive authority, tempered the

insatiable lust of personal domination, or stayed the hand

of official trespass and ojtpression any more in the admin-

istration of the American Republic than they have in the

administration of govornnicnts of former ages. The usurper

seizes the moment when the constitutioia of his country is

•weakened by some deadly peril to assist in breaking it

4own. He watches the opportunity when the laws are un-

settled to trample them under his feet and substitute his

own imperious and unhallowed will in the place of their

well-defined and peaceful operations.

Mr. Speaker, on the 24th day of last September, the

President of the United States, in a few brief lines pub-

lished in the newspapers and styled a proclamation, de-

clared that the people of this country were under martial

law, and that all ci^il rights and remedies touching their

personal liberties were suspended. The blow was sudden,

quick, and radical. It was a piece of the inevitable logic

of executive encroachment. Tyranny has its rules of ac-

tion as well as other systems of wrong. Chicanery, fi'aud,

and subtle, obscure false-dealing characterize its attempts

when it does not feel secure in the more daring efforts.

But this act of the President and his Cabinet is the un-

blushing assumption of power which has ceased to respect

or fear the constitution or laws which the people have

made, and which these servants of the people have sworn

to support. It throws aside all disguise, tears ofl" its vail,

and displays the horrible features of despotism to Ameri-

can citizens. "Will any member of this House dispute'the

correctness of the terms which I employ ? Let us divest

ourselves of all passion and resentment. Let us take a

calm view of facts and principles, as history will do, and,

by the steady light of truth and reason, let us examine and

discover, if we can, what the administration now in power

has done in behalf of the constitution of the fathers, and

in behalf of the cause for which this Republic was founded.

The object for which our ancestors revolted from the
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British empire, and enacted that sublime tragedy of his-,

tory, the American Revohition, was to secure to the citizeit

more liberty and personal security than he possessed under

the jurisdiction of the British crown. Their complaints^

were not against the constitution of England, but against

a weak king and a wicked ministry, who violated it in,

order to oppress the subject. They studied the dangerous-

nature of a lawless executive during seven years of grief^

of bitterness, and of blood. When day dawned on their

independence, the great secret of free government was no
longer a secret to them. They had learned it, and learned

it forever in the high and holy inspiration of battles fought

for the inherent right to govern themselves. Their wisdonv

then succeeded their swords, and the American constitution

became the offspring of the American Revolution, and in-

herited all its ideas. In immediate view of the unparal-

leled struggle which had just closed, and of the causes-

which produced it, the constitution of the United States

came forth from the hands of its framers, the great mis-

sionary of freedom to the citizens of this chosen land first,,

and afterward to the whole earth. This is the spirit with

which it was born, and such the purpose for which it was^

set apart. It is an old maxim of law, that every instru-

ment shall be construed and interpreted according to the
intention of those who made it. This maxim was followed

until these modern days have engendered not merely a
spirit of false construction, but of open and audacioua

usurpation, such as never haunted the disprdered brain

of George III., even in his hours of madness. I am not

about here to enter into an elaborate discussion of th&
various primary functions of the constitution. It is the
text-book of the people's happiness and security, and they
know it by heart; but in order that the dangers which
now assail it, here in the house of its pretended friends,,

may be more plainly seen, I may be allowed to dwell a
moment on some of its simplest, but most important fea-

tures.

By the letter and by the spirit of the constitution, this i»

peculiarly and emphatically a popular government. The



THE LIBERTY OF THE CITIZEN. 69

people make every part of it, uphold the entire fabric, and

-control its whole economy. It is true that the constitution

makes three departments, in which the powers of the gov-

ernment are placed, but the voice of the people is supreme

-over them all. The executive can make no law, annul no

law, change no law. He is not responsible for the laws as

be finds them. They are made by the people in their leg-

islative capacity, and he is simply their servant to execute

their will thus expressed. The department of the judiciary

was created to intei'pret and pronounce the meaning of

law; and if the law, as thus declared by the courts, is not

in accordance with the popular wishes, it is to be corrected

t)y new legislation. But one department can not invade or

-coerce the other, when each confines itself to its constitu-

tional boundai'ies. These rules are very old and very

familiar, but they assume a new and wonderful signifi-

cance in the light of present events. They are like the

face of an old friend beheld unexpectedly under terrible

.and startling circumstances. I do not allude to them at

this time because I suppose they are new to the humblest

-mind in the land. I allude to them, however, sir, for the

porjiose of asserting, as I do here now in my place as a

representative of the people, that the present executive of

this government has usurped the powers of the judicial

.and the legislative departments of the constitution to an

-extent which is totally subversive of republican institu-

tions, and not to be borne by a free people. I make the

charge, and will submit the j)roof to my candid country-

men.

It will not be denied on this floor, or elsewhere, that the

suspension of the writ of Jiobcas corpus by proclamation, to

which I have alluded, closed the civil courts of this coun-

try, from one ocean to the other, against the trial of any

one arrested by the order of the President or his subordi-

nates. It gave access to the vaults of the prison, but not

to the bar of justice. It is a part of the nature of frail

man to sin against laws, both human and divine, but God

himself secures him a trial i)eforc punishment, and tyrants

xilone repudiate the justice of the Almighty. To deny to
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an accused person the right to be heard in his defense, is

pre-eminently the attribute of the worst ages of brutal?

despotism. Condemnation without trial, and punishment
without limitation, is the exact definition to my mind of

the most atrocious tyranny that ever feasted on the groans^

of the captive, or banqueted on the tears of the widow and
the fatherless. And yet on this spectacle of horror and of

shame American citizens have been gazing for more than a-

year ! The great bulwark which generations in bloody toil

have erected against the wicked exercise of unlawful power,
has been torn away with a parricidal hand. Every citizen-

in this Republic—the farmer at his plow, the mechanic in

his shop, the merchant at his counter ; every calling and
profession in life, from the proud man in his mansion to-

the good man in his cabin—all stand this day naked and
exposed, utterly and entirely at the mercy of one man, and
of the fawning minions who crouch before him for pay. I
state a fact in the hearing of the country, and wherevei"
my feeble words may penetrate, witnesses will rise up and
solemnly attest its truth.

It would be the natural supposition of every intelligent-

mind, that an argument to prove that there is a warrant in-

the constitution for this state of affairs, would be an insult
to the genius of the Revolution in which our liberties wer&
won, an outrage on the memory of the great dead of that
period, and a mockery to the common sense of the world.
But the spirit of abject serviHty, which always invites the-

arrogant assumptions of power and precedes the downfall
of liberty, is performing its loathsome ofiice on every hand.
We hear on every side the old cry of the courtier and the-
parasite. At every new aggression, at every additional-
outrage, new advocates rise up to defend that source of
patronage, wealth, and fame—the department of the execu-
tive. Technical and obscure rules, cunningly devised spe-
cial iDleas, and skillful and deceptive sophistry, all combine,,
in the hands of the supporters of this administration, to
tear away from the people the protection of the laws of
their own making. Such assistance has always waited on
the most malignant efibrts of tyranny. STero had his poet
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laureate, and Seneca wrote his defense for the murder of

his mother. The present dark hour att'ords ample evidence

that human nature is the same that it was two thousand

yeai-s ago.

Amid the opening seenes of this disastrous and deplora-

ble war, the President suspended the operations of the writ

of habeas corpus iu certain unsettled and afflicted cities and

portions of the country. This was, in my judgment, with-

out authority of the constitution ; but the people bore with

heroic patience their own wrongs rather than add to the

disorder and calamities of the nation. But this partial

assault on the principles of free government is rendered

insignificant in view of the daring and gigantic stride

taken in September, and which the blandishing tongue of

flattery and adulation commend and sustain in the Ameri-

can Congress, and in the face of the American people.

With this last act in the mournful tragedy of national

honor, and, I fear, national existence, I shall more espe-

cially deal at tliis time.

Sir, I might content myself as to the power of the Presi-

dent to suspend the writ of habeas corpus by resting upon
judicial precedent. I might declare to this Ilouse and to

the country, in the language of that eminent jurist, late

Justice of the Supreme Court of the United States, Benja-

min Rand Curtis, of ^Massachusetts, that " the only judicial

decisions which have been made upon this question have

been adverse to the power of the President." I might

array negative upon negative, and cite in support of my
position the great names of judicial history-, before whose

glory in the higher walks of useful fame among men the

most exalted names of to-day would be as the feeble sparks

of the glow-worm in vain competition with the blazing

sun at its meridian. I might show from the recorded

transactions of the past that the nineteenth century and

the land of much vaunted freedom liavc produced a Presi-

dent and a Cabinet who, in a species of delirium, have de-

fied, spurned, and sought to crush and humiliate tlie legal

decisions of centuries made in behalf of personal security

and personal independence—decisions which salute the eye
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of the wayfarer and down-trodden ofevery age and of every

clime like lighthouses on the stormy beach, beckoning the

mariner in the midst of darkness and despair to the shelter

of a peaceful harbor. I might do all this, and' it would

seem that it would be ample enough ; but it would be no

more than has already been done with far more ability than

belongs to my humble powers. All the world knows these

things. Even the representatives who misrepresent the

people on the other side of this chamber know all this, and

shrink and tremble before the application which future

history will make of past history. I wish, however, to

dwell for a few moments amidst the historical associations

of this immortal writ of human freedom and human pro-

gress. I wish to scan its purpose and discover its spirit. I

wish to inquire what causes produced it. I wish to see

why it was ever thought of in connection with civil gov-

ernment. What did it propose to accomplish? What
did it oppose, and what did it favor ? Who have been for

it, and who have been against it ? The answers to these

questions, drawn from history, will, according to my mode
of reasoning, throw immense light on the question of the

power of any executive officer to suspend its operations

and deprive the people of its benefits.

Sir, the history of the progress of liberty, next to the
history of the Christian religion, is the most sublime and
instructive lesson taught in the annals of the world. Its

fortunes, indeed, have been various, but no season of ad-
versity has ever sufficed to quench the vestal fires which
burn on its altars. And in all the terrible struggles with
which it has jarred the nations and liberated the people, its

sole antagonisthas been the principle that to oneman belongs
the right to govern the many. Kings, and the courtiers of
kings, who talk of the divine right to the possession and ex-
ercise of power, have been the enemies which liberty has had
to encounter. Every contest it ever waged has been to put
restraint and control on the will, the pretensions, the au-
thority of one man. Every battle fought beneath its ban-
ners, in all the four quarters of the earth, has been fought
to resist and repel the arrogant and unlawful claims of
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power made by one man. Every law which was enacted

in its interests, from the laws of God on INIount Sinai to

the present hour, has been enacted to protect the masses

from the ravages and oppressive hand of one man. This

has forever been the issue, and it is the issue now.

When the light of liberty faded away in the sky of

Southern Europe, and the Grecian and Roman glory went
down in the gloom and night of despotism, ages of dark-

ness followed, over whose paralyzed faculties the spirit

-of absolutism held undisputed supremacy. Bat liberty had
made one grand epoch. It had built a monument of law,

literature, science, and art, which still stands, and will for-

ever stand, towering up on the background of history like

some awful pyramid against the distant sky. The states-

man, the philosopher, the poet, the ai'tist, and the historian,

slW bend reverently before the grand achievements of that

age of liberty. Then came, however, that mysterious tomb
of a thousand years, in which the principles of free gov-

ernment slept. But it was not the sleep of death. Liberty

found its resurrection at the hands of that great race from

whose loins the American citizen has descended. It awoke
with returning consciousness on the soil of our ancestors,

3,t the touch of Edward the Confessor and Alfred the Law-
maker. But it awoke simply to renew the struggles of

the past with its ancient foe. One man in the robes of

office, loving power with a selfish love, and exercising it in

disregard of law, met the genius of liberal institutions at

every step on this side of the dark ages, as well as in the

days of Tiberius and Philip of Macedon. The struggle

has never ceased. The people grasped at power ; for to

them the possession of power is freedom. Crowned heads

-claimed it as their right ; for to them it was the gratifica-

tion of a passion more consuming than all others that ever

corroded the human heart—the avarice of dominion—the

lust for personal supremacy. The safety of the people lay

in written laws Judicially interpreted, and this they soon

learned. Kings sf)Uglit to govern by proclamations which

suspended or disregarded law. Hence arose those glorious

•efforts to fix the boundaries between the ruler and the cit-
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izen—to put restraint on the one, and give security to the

other, which constitute the chief glory of England and the

just pride of Englishmen. Why did the British barona

meet at Eunnymede ? "Why is the name of that spot im-

mortal ? What causes produced that wonderful assemblage

in the month of June, and in the year 1215 ? Why is it that

we talk to-day of that event transpiring more than six hun-

dred years ago with the familiarity which belongs to an

event of yesterday ? Sir, the old contending principles were

there brought face to face, and a great landmark was

erected in behalf of personal liberty and against the abuse

of power, as high as the heavens and as enduring as the earth.

The people confronted King John, who had been arresting-

citizens without charge, and punishing them without trial,

and made him to record an oath before angels and men
that he would forever abandon the practice of such out-

rages. This was Magna Charta. These were the causes,

which produced it. It became a perpetual law, and every

English monarch, from John to Victoria, has sworn, in ex-

press form of words, as a part of the coronation oath, to

support it. Listen, sir, to its old-fashioned and homely, but

most glorious text

:

" No freeman shall be taken or imprisoned, or disseized

or outlawed, or banished or anyways destroyed, nor will

we pass upon him, nor will we send him, unless by the

lawful judgment of his peers, or by the law of the land.

" We will sell to no man ; we will not deny to any man
either justice or right."

This was the voice of a people in whose minds a clear

perception of legal forms had not yet dawned ; but it was
the clear, high voice of liberty, which, when once spoken,

never ceases to echo and resound from age to age, until the

angel shall close the book of time. I love to listen to its

pealing strains. JSTo music this side of the winged cher-

ubim of God is so sweet to my ear. I contrast it with the-

harsh, discordant notes of the executive usurpations of the
present hour, and the abject tones of those who feed on the
smiles of executive favor. I turn away from the sad omens-
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which surround us to ronowaml .strengthen my faith in the
ultimate success of free institutions, l)y contemplating the
scenes through which they have already passed. I turn
away from the sight of expiring liberty in this land to as-

sure myself, by a contemplation of other days, that it can
not altogether die.

;Mr. Speaker, we can not overestimate the value of the
victory obtained by the popular will over the doctrine of

the one-man power when the Great Charter was extorted

from England's perfidious king. Every enlightened lover
of human freedom has borne testimony to the importance
of this grand achievement. The great Earl of Chatham,
in pleading the cause of constitutional liberty in 1770, paid
tribute to it as follows

:

" It is to your ancestors, my lords—it is to the English

barons, that we are indebted for the laws and constitutions.

we possess. Their virtues were rude and uncultivated, but
they were great and sincere. Their understandings were
as little polished as their manners ; but they had hearts to

distinguish right from wrong ; they had heads to distin-

guish truth from falsehood ; they understood the rights of

humanity, and they had spirit to maintain them.
" My lords, I think history has not done justice to their

conduct. When they obtained from their sovereign that

great acknowledgment of national rights contained in

Magna Charta, they did not confine it to themselves alone,

but delivered it as a common blessing to the whole people."

Sir James Mackintosh dwells upon it in glowing periods..

Says that brilliant historian and statesman :

" Whoever, in any future age or yet unborn nation, may
admire the felicity of the expedient which converted the

power of taxation into the shield of liberty, by which dis-

cretionary and secret imprisonment was rendered imprac-

ticable, and portions of the people were trained to exercise

a larger share of judicial power than ever was allotted to

them in any other civilized State, in such a manner as to

secure, instead of endangering, public tranquillity ; whoever

exults at the spectacle of enlightened and independent as-

semblies, which, under the eye of a well-informed nation^
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discuss and determine the laws and policy likely to make

-communities great and happy ; whoever is capable of com-

prehending all the effects of such institutions, with all their

possible improvements, upon the mind and genius of a

people, is sacredly bound to speak with reverential grati-

tude of the authors of the Great Charter. To have pro-

duced it, to have preserved it, to have matured it, consti-

tute the immortal .claim of England upon the esteem of

mankind."
"Why, Mr. Speaker, has Magna Charta been thus esteemed

by the wisest minds of the world to be worthy of such lofty

encomiums ? Why does it tower up with such magnitude

over all other considerations in the construction of free

governments ? The answer is very simple, plain, brief. It

is because, in the language of Hume, the historian

—

" This famous deed either granted or secured very im-

portant liberties and privileges to every order of men in

the kingdom—to the clergy, to the barons, and to the

people."

It is immortal and dear, sir, to all people, and more es-

pecially to the American people at this time, because, in

the discussion of its principles, Hallam declares

:

" From the era, therefore, of King John's charter it must

have been a clear principle of our constitution that no man
•can be detained in prison without trial."

It is an authority in point to-day against the daily practices

of those who now administer the affairs of this Republic,

i)ecause Sir James Mackintosh has pronounced its crown-

ing glories, which fill the world with grateful admiration,

to be "those essential clauses which protect the personal

liberty and property of all freemen, by giving security from
arbitrary imprisonment and arbitrary spoliation."

Such, sir, are its claims upon the dearest affections of

mankind. It was born in the hearts of a proud, free race,

and its mission on earth was to confront and resist that

pernicious dogma of tyrants, that the liberties of the people

can in any event be left to the control of any solitary indi-

vidual, whether he be called czar, emperor, king, or presi-

-dent. And, in every contest with its enemy, it has beea
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eventually victorious. The people of England compelled'

their sovereigns to solemnly ratify it more than thirty times

in the space of four hundred years.

But, bearing in mind the causes which produced Magna
Charta, and the great object it was designed to accomplish,

let us take another step in the history of the progress of

personal liberty and personal security. In 1627 commenced
that wonderful English revolution which fills so many mem-
orable and bloody pages of history. It commenced over the

old question of power. The king arrested Hampden, Dar-

nel, and other citizens for refusing to pay certain taxes, and
threw them into prison. They applied to the court of

king's bench for the writ of habeas corpus, in order that it

might be known whether their commitment was " by the

law of the land," and upon what charge it was made.
" The writ was granted ; but the warden of the Fleet made

return that they were detaind by a warrant froni the privy

council, informing him of no particular cause of imprison-

ment, but that they were committed by the special com-
mand of his majesty."

We have had many such returns in this land of freedom,

during the past year, and every mind will suggest the-

ready parallel by a simple change of names. But in the

days of Charles I., more than two hundred years ago, our

ancestors did not allow the subject to drop at the haughty

bidding even of a king. They met the issue. Bold and

fierce discussion followed, until the unwarranted arrest and

imprisonment of five Englishmen gave rise to the famous

Petition op Right, which was a clear and explicit affirma-

tion of the principles of 31agna Charta, and an application

of them to existing grievances. I quote that portion of it

which so forcibly reminds us of the high and sacred

rights which have been stricken down by the present ad-

ministration in our own midst

:

" ni. And whereas, also, by the statute called ' the Great

Charter of the Liberties of England,' it is declared and

enacted that no freeman may be taken or imprisoned, or

be disseized of his freehold or liberties, or his free customs,

or be outlawed or exiled, or in any manner destroyed, but
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l)y the lawful judgment of his peers, or by the law of the

land.

" IV. And in the eighth and twentieth year of the reign

of King Edward III., it was declared and enacted by au-

thority of Parliament that no man, of what estate or con-

dition that he be, should be put out of his lands or tene-

ments, nor taken, nor imprisoned, nor disinherited, nor put

to death without being brought to answer by due process

of law.

" V. !N"evertheless, against the tenor of said statutes, and
other the good laws and statutes of your realm, to that end
provided, divers of your subjects have of late been impris-

oned without any cause showed, and when, for their deliv-

erance, they were brought before your justices, by your
majesty's writs of habeas corpus, there to undergo and re-

ceive as the court should order, and their keepers com-
manded to certify the causes of their detainer, no cause

was certified, but that they were detained by your majesty's

special command, signified by the lords of your privy coun-
cil, and yet were returned back to their several prisons with-
out being charged with anything to which they might
make answer according to law."

The king signed new guaranties of liberty to meet these

complaints, but, in an unhappy hour for him, broke his royal

word, and again trespassed upon the rights of the people.

The struggle again commenced, and raged until Charles I.

fell beneath the ax of the executioner ; and that mysterious
and unexplained enigma of history—Oliver Cromwell
triumphed over him in the name of popular right and consti-

tutional government. And, though the practical fruits of
this mighty revolution were for long years turned to dust
and ashes upon the lips of England, yet the public mind
of the world had learned a grand and overwhelming les-

son. The English people taught mankind of every age
and of every country that no sanctity of prerogative, no
dignity of blood, no prescriptive customs, no pageantry
of royal state, no bayonets surrounding the palace, can pro-
tect one man in plundering the multitude of their per-

sonal liberties. It is a lesson, sir, which the humblest
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American citizen knows by heart to-day and treasures up

as an everlastins; inheritance.

But there was another great period in history iu which

our ancestors dovolo|)ed their devotion to tlie progress of

liberty, to tlie princijiles of Majna Charta. In 1G89 another

member of the house of Stuart, forgetful of the fate of his

father, possessed himself of the atrocious instruments of

oppression, and attempted to subvert the laws and liberties

of his kingdom. But the spirit which brought Charles I.

to the block exiled James II., and changed the dynasty for-

ever from the house of Stuart. And the same causes, the

same aggressions against the personal rights of the subject

which produced the Petition oe Rights under ChaTles I.,

produced the Bill of Eights under James II. It was the

same venerable issue, and is contained in the following

sections

:

'• 1. That the pretended power of suspending laws by
regal authority, without consent of Parliament, is illegal.

" 2. That the pretended power of dispensing with laws,

or the execution of laws by regal authority, as it hath been

assumed and exercised of late, is illegal."

Mr. Speaker, we have here, then, the three grand acts

in the sublime drama of English liberty; and the unity of

immortal principle which pervades and sustains them all is

60 complete that Lord Chatham consolidated them in his

mind, and proclaimed them to be " the Bible of the English

constitution." Their inspiration was confined, however,

to no nation and to no age. Their application to civil

rights was as universal as mankind itself. They speak in

tones of hope, of dignity, and of manhood to every heart,

worthy to be free, which beats beneath the sun. They con-

stitute a frowning and defiant bulwark against arbitrary

and despotic power, but a radiant and smiling angel of

liberty, peace, fraternity, and security to the toiling millions

whose strong arms uphold the wealth, the commerce, the

progress, and the civilization of the world. And when the

next great struggle in behalf of constitutional liberty for

the citizen against the unlawful assumption of power by

one man, which startled the nations in 1776, had closed in
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triumph on the soil of Virginia—where the voice of Pat-

rick Henry first aroused it—the material for those clauses^

of the American constitution which secure the personal

independence and personal rights of the citizen, was ready

and ample, a rich inheritance of the past, and only needed

to be reasserted in the form of an organic law. Our con-

stitution is simply one more denial recorded in history of

the power to transcend the written law in order to reach

and injure the citizen in the enjoyment of life, liberty, and

property. It is simply one more declaration, added ta

those already made, that the people possessed an inherent

power to protect themselves against their old enemy—ex-

ecutive usurpation. It was a solerdn protest, in the name-

of human nature, that one man should have the liberties

of this people within his control no more forever. It was

the promulgation of Magna Charta, the continuation of

the Petition of Eight, the extension of the Bill of Eights,

and a concentration of them all. -Here are the noble, fa-

miliar sections, the due observance of which alone renders

American citizenship more valuable than the condition of

the slave on his plantation

:

"Art. IV. The right of the people to be secure in their

persons, houses, papers, and efi'ects, against unreasonable-

searches and seizures, shall not be invaded, and no warrant

shall issue but upon probable cause, supported by oath or

affirmation, and particularly describing the place to be

searched, and the persons or things to be seized.

" Art. V. !N"o person shall be held to answer a capital or

otherwise infamous crime, unless on a presentment or in-

dictment of a grand jury, except in cases arising in the

land or naval forces, or in the militia when in actual service

in time of war or public danger ; nor shall any person be

Bul^ject, for the same offense, to be twice put in jeopardy of

life or limb ; nor shall he be compelled, in any criminal

case, to be a witness against himself, nor be deprived of

life, liberty, or property, without due process of law ; nor
shall private property be taken for public use without just

compensation.
" Art. VI. In all criminal prosecutions the accused shall
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enjoy the right to a speedy and public trial, by an impar-

tial jury of the State and district wherein the crime shall

have been committed, which district shall have been previ-

ously ascertained by law, and to be informed of the nature

and cause of the accusation ; to l)c confronted with the

witnesses against him ; to have compulsory process for

obtaining witnesses in his favor, and to have the assistance

of counsel for his defense."

I have thus, sir, given a brief and summary view of the

results which have attended a contest between free princi-

ples and the abuse of power for more than six hundred

years in England and America. I have endeavored to

point out the issue which has at all times been involved.

It will be observed, however, that all these great instru-

ments, which stand as beacon lights of liberty along the

pathway of the last six centuries, and from which I have

60 freely quoted, are only declaratory of what the rights

of man are, and depend for their execution on an additional

agency in the policy of government. Magna Charta, as I

have shown, declared a mighty principle in the science of

just government, and it has been repeated over and over

again many times since, and at last finds a polished and

detailed embodiment in the American constitution ; but

something more is necessary and indispensable in order to

carry it out and confer its practical benefits on mankind.

The barons said that the executive should not take, im-

prison, or punish any citizen of the realm, except accord-

ing to the law of the land; the subjects of every English

king have repeated it, and the framers of our constitution

assert the same thing with great particularity and care in

the sections which I have just read ; but what would all

this be worth if no means had been provided to enforce

this often reiterated principle of liberty ? It would simply

stand as an expression—a sublime one, it is true—in favor of

immutable justice and right; but without the machinery

of some active process of administrative law, it would be

powerless to extend succor to the oppressed.

Therefore, all the proud declarations against the infringe-

ment of personal liberty by the executive, from Runny-
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mede to the present hour, have been accompanied by that

messenger of speedy justice, the writ of habeas corpus. It

executes what they declare. It gives motion and efficacy

to the laws of a free government. It is the active agent

by which the will of the people, as expressed in the consti-

tution and laws made for their own protection, is enforced.

Without it, the tyrant may laugh to the winds every doc-

trine of Magna Charta, every provision of our own consti-

tution. Without it, an executive ruler is beyond legal

restraint or coercion, and can with impunity substitute his

own will for the constitution and the laws. Without it,

arbitrary power may roam over the rights of the people,

like the wild boar in the rich vineyards of Gaul, and tear

and rend its victims with pleasure.

Sir, the habeas corpus is the, life of liberty. It is of an-

cient origin. It was born amid the opening struggles of

our remote ancestors in behalf of popular freedom. It was
recognized at once by a race unwilling to accept the doom
-of slaves to be a law of necessity. It sprang from no stat-

ute. It depends for its existence on no enactment. It is

one of those high, unrepealable laws which liberty writes
on the hearts of all her worshipers, and which, without the
aid of legislation, became a part of the common law of
England, simply because of that rule of God's providence,
which prescribes an eternal fitness of things. It is, per-
haps, older than Magna Charta itself. Hallam, in his His-
tory of the Middle Ages, referring to the period when the
^reat charter was obtained, says :

"Whether courts of justice framed the writ of habeas
corpus in conformity to the spirit of this clause, or found it

already in their register, it became from that era the right
of every subject to demand it."

And again, this great author says :

" From earliest records of the English law no freeman
could be detained in prison except upon a criminal charge
or conviction, or for a civil debt. In the former case it was
always in his power to demand of the Court of King's
Bench a writ of habeas corpus ad subjiciendum, directed to
the person detaining him in custody, by which he was eH-
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joined to bring up tlie body of the prisoner, with the war-

rant of commitment, that the court might judge of its

sufficiency, and romaud the jiarty, admit him to bail, or

discharge him, according to the nature of the charge."

This h\w, thus described, the Ameritan colonies inher-

ited and possessed from the earliest period of their settle-

ment. It took no legislation to bestow on them its blessing,

for, as an eminent law-writer observes :

" And it must now be taken as a settled axiom of Amer-
ican law, that the territory of the colonies was claimed by
right of occupancy or by finding it " desert and unculti-

vated ;" and that the common law of England first ob-

tained in that part of the empire as a law personal to the

English-born colonists."

And, in the formation of our constitution, our fathers

assumed that it already existed in all its ancient force and
benevolent mission, and simply made the following pro-

vision against its suspension

:

" That the privilege of the writ of habeas corpus shall not

be suspended, unless when, in cases of rebellion or inva-

fiion, the public safety may require it."

And now, Mr. Speaker, in view of the historical grandeur

of this writ ; in view of the duties which belong to its na-

ture to perform ; in view of the evils which it alone can

restrain ; in view of the causes which produced it, and in

view of the abuses against which it is leveled, I am filled

with wonder and amazement that any healthy intellect has

«ver been found to entertain the opinion that it was in the

power of the executive department of any government to

suspend its privileges and deny to the people its protection.

It came into existence to compel English kigns to obey the

principles of Magna Charta, and it is the only means, this

side of the sword, by which an American president can be

made to obey the constitution ; and yet the air is filled

with a clamorous cry that these kings and this president

can escape this obedience by nullifying, with a single word,

the only peaceful means which the people possess to enforce

it. It is the only legal means by which the American

citizen can resist and antagonize the most infamous out-
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rages against personal rights ; and yet the doctrine is daily

proclaimed here and elsewhere that it is wholly left to th&

executive to determine whether he will be resisted at all^

or whether he will enjoy the spectacle of a people devoted

to liberty imploring, not the law, but his clemency, through
the iron grates of prisons, with less legal redress for their

wrongs than the dusky slaves of the Carolinas. The writ

of habeas corpus was originated for the sole purpose of con-

trolling one man and his subordinates ; and yet it is

claimed, in this enlightened age, that very man can con-

trol it. It has been the master of every executive since-

it was known among men ; but in these modern days the
majority of the American Congress assert that the Presi-

dent of the United States has become its master. You
might as well lock the convict in his cell and give him the
key, and expect to find him there when you return, as ta
expect the executive ruler of a nation to abide within the-

limits of constitutional restraint when the people have sur-

rendered to him the only engine of power which they hold
over the question. You might as well expect an enemy
who had laid siege to a city to refrain from entrance when,
the gates were thrown open and the sword delivered up, as

to expect ofiicial station to respect at all times popular
rights when all their safeguards are abandoned to their
ancient enemy. Sir, the very purpose, the single object for
which the writ of habeas corpus has survived the lapse of
centuries and rocked the world with revolutions, would be-

utterly defeated if the President of the United States can,

suspend its operations and paralyze it by his touch. It
might as well never have adorned the pages of jurispru-
dence. It becomes a useless, an idle thing by such a con-
struction. It is only needed when the executive attempts-
to deprive the citizen of his liberty contrary to law; and
according to the construction of the supporters of this ad-
ministration, that attempt need never fail, for it is within
the power of the President to remove every obstacle which
stands in his way by the suspension of this writ.

^

Let this construction be maintained, and the cause of
liberty recedes back into the twilight dawn from which it
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emerged nearly a thousand years ago. Then there waa
no law for the king except his arbitrary will; and there

will be no other law here now lor the I'resident. Every

-effort made in behalf of free government will have been

made in vain. The barons will have assembled in

Tain. John Hampden, on the plains of, Chalgrave, will

have died in vain. Our own martyred host, robed in

glory, who fell for freedona on the battle-iields of the Revo-

lution, will have tasted the bitterness of death in vain.

The lights which have been hung up over our heads by the

wisdom and the sufferings of the past will all be stricken

•down. Magna Charta will fall from its exalted sphere like

a falling star, and our own constitution, like the eagle tow-

ering in his pride of place, will be by a mousing owl hawked
,at and killed. The gloom of absolutism will once more fill

the sky, and it will only be left to American citizens to

creep around in its shadows as secret and stealthy mourn-

•ers at the tomb of liberty. One man's supremacy, the ever-

lasting foe to free institutions, will be complete. In the

place of written constitutions and laws, we will enjoy the

government of one mind and one will, embittered and

swayed by the passions and prejudices which make their

tome in every frail mortal breast. Xo, sir. This darling

writ of the people, which has caused the venerable states-

man to abound in warm and swelling periods of eulogium,

and the cool lips of the judge to indulge in unwonted judi-

cial eloquence ; this guardian of ever}' home ; this saint in

every freeman's calendar; this friend of every fireside ; this

key to every dungeon ; this ^tlessiah of the law, which

comes to redeem the lost, and to visit those that are sick

and in prison, was not born to be suspended and crucified

:at the command of some ruling Csesar. The people who
made it, and who own it by the title of a hundred battles

fought for its principles, can alone, through their repre-

sentatives, say when they are willing to waive for a season

its protection, and enact its temporary suspension. iSTot

only is this the law, as decided by every court in the his-

tory of English and American jurisprudence, but it is also
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the law as decided by every maxim of reason, by every

principle of political philosophy.

If I err, Mr. Speaker, in asserting that the Pai'liament

alone in England, and the Congress alone in the United

States, can jndge of the necessity and exercise the power
of suspending the writ of habeas corpus, I err in most noble
company. I am but following, at an humble distance,

in the footsteps of those whose illustrious names have long'

since become proverbs of wisdom and justice. If I am lost

and going astray in the doctrines I have enunciated to-day,.

I am consoled with the reflection that I am wandering with
Blackstone, with Hale, with Mansfield, with Coke ; that I
share my delusion with Kent, with Story, with John Mar-
shall. If I am insensible at this time to the claims of mod-
ern political lawyers, it is because my mind is absorbed ire

the contemplation of the teachings of those whose names^
are of the immortal few not born to die. If I turn a deaf
ear on this occasion to the arrogant pretensions of provost
marshals and police officials, the representatives of execu-
tive usurpations, it is because I prefer to fix my attention
upon a lofty and virtuous class, the latchets of whose shoes
they are not worthy to unloose. If I am to be denounced
for my utterances here, in behalf of liberty and justice, by
the eager servility of the hour, the storm will spend its-

fury in vain on my head, sustained and protected as I am
by the unanimous voice of those whom mankind has beea
taught to revere as benefactors of the human race. My
eye shall not be withdrawn from the constitution as the-

guardian of liberty. I will not turn away from the written
law, judicially expounded, for any consideration of earthly
importance. It is to me the star that hovered over the
cradle of liberty in its infancy, the spirit which upheld and
strengthened it when tempted in the wilderness, and the-
power which will roll away the stone from its tomb if it

should ever again be betrayed and put to death.
I belong, sir, to a profession which is glorious in history,

I rejoice that I have spent some of the days of my man-
hood in the study of a science in the adornment of which
Erskine and Curran, Webster and Grimke, spent their
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lives. The legal profession has had much to bear in the

hostile criticism provoked by an unworthy class who in-

habit the vestibule of her temple, and allure to their meslies

the unwary pilgrims who seek Iier shrino for snbstinitial

relief. The artful trickery of ignoble minds has been as-

signed as an attribute of the profession of the law, and its

lower walks; that pestilential brood which swarms around

the base of the pedestal of honorable fame, has, to tlje

casual observer, sanctioned such a view. But this is all

unjust. There is an atmosphere near the sun in which the

great jurists of twenty generations dwell. Thej' have been

the forerunners of legal liberty. They have never hung
upon the skirts of governmental progress. Other profes-

sions have formed technical barricades against the advance

of popular freedom, and questioned the divinity of the

people ; but those who have drunk deep from the fountains

of that " perfection of reason," English and American law,

recognize the voice of the people as the voice of God. It

is matter of record that the legal profession has been the

patient, the toiling, and the inspired handmaiden of liberty.

I might dwell upon its services, and recall the circum-

stances, in historical order, which will forever commend
its fame to the lovers of free institutions, if the fleeting

hoar assigned to me would allow. But these things will

all suggest themselves to the student of the law and the

student of history. I pause, however, to inquire whether

my brethren of the law have forgotten the examples of the

past ; whether the exalted chivalry of the profession is

dead? Do you stand by power with its robes of purple, or

do you stand by the oppressed in destitution ? Is your

motto the scepter of exaggerated and bloated authority, or

is it the farmer at his plow-handle, in grand though hum-
ble demand for his right as a free man under the constitu-

tion ? The mission of the law, as the chosen apostle of

freedom, has always been to succor the oppressed, the

feeble, the suiFering and the poor, and to minister, in the

spirit of the great Master, to those whom Christ blessed

upon the mountain of Olives. Sir, for me, my way is

chosen. I shall turn my back on the blandishments of ex-
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ecutive power, and, though prison, though death assail me
in the pathway of duty, I shall follow the examples and

the precepts of old, and vindicate alike the dignity of my
birth and the honor of my profession by defending the

privileges of the people. To me this is a labor of love.

My whole nature responds to its burning appeal. Wher-

ever the spirit of unlawful aggression has been repelled

;

wherever tyranny has been defied and resisted ; wherever

honest, upright manhood, in whatever condition found,

has asserted its right to a glorious sovereign equality, there

my heart has paid a devout pilgrimage, and prayed for the

success of every effort which tends to enlarge the liberty

of the citizen.

But, sir, the blow has fallen, and I turn to survey for a

few moments its ghastly consequences. In defiance of all

law, in contempt of the judiciary, in derision of the teach-

ings of history, and in scorn and mockery of the holy

principles of personal liberty, the writ of habeas corpus

stands suspended. The will of the executive has for more
than a year been the sole law of the land to which the out-

- raged citizen has been permitted to appeal. The constitu-

tion with its harmonious machinery of justice has been set

aside, and the exact principle of a supreme aud irresponsi-

ble despotism has reigned in its stead. ]!>[or has this been

the mere naked assertion of an unwarranted and danger-

ous power on the part of the executive, unaccompanied by
those revolting scenes which always distinguish an arbi-

trary from a free government. It has borne to the lips of

the American people a fruit, in horrible abundance, more
bitter and deadly than the Dead Sea apples of Sodom and
Gomorrah. Sir, how shall I dwell upon the deep humilia-

tion, the open shame which this Republic has suft'ered in

the imprisonment of its loyal and faithful citizens ? How
shall I fashion my tongue to speak in the hearing of a free

people, in the presence of their representatives, surrounded
on all hands in this hall by the symbols of liberty, and
looking on the benignant face of the Father of his Country,

of deeds enacted in our midst which recall to the mind in

all their frightful detail the mournful stories of the dungeon
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which have been waftod to us across the ocean, and which
coiue down to us from the ages of chaos, night, and
cruelty? Shall I stop to count over in a melancholy array

the names of those who, without crime, without criminal

charge, with no law but the law tif hideous violence, have
been seized by the rapacity, the felonious rapacity of this

administration, and buried out of sight of home, friends,

and justice ? The list would be a long one, and would
start teare afresh around a thousand firesides. This task,

however, must be assigned to the impartial pen of history.

A book will some day take its place upon the shelves of

our libraries commemorating the \^'ounds which liberty has

received in this enlightened age, in the wrongs and out-

rages inflicted on American citizens. I am to-day dealing

with the principle which is involved, and a few instances

of the licentious abuse of power will illustrate the bold at-

tempt which has been made to subvert the liberties of this

_government.

Xo age, no sex, no condition in life, has been exempt
from invasion, unlawful arrest, and imprisonment. I speak

simply what every man in the hearing of my voice knows
to be true. I have seen the ministers of the gospel of

a peaceful Savior on their way to prison, leaving wife,

children, and congregation a thousand miles behind, for

preaching peace on earth and good will toward men.

One, the Rev. Mr. Bundy, as I am informed by my friend

from Illinois [Mr. Allen], living in his district, was dragged

away from the open grave of his child, over whose re-

mains the burial services had not yet been closed; de-

nied the privilege of returning to his house to take a

final leave of another member of his family then dying,

and hurried, like an atrocious and dangerous criminal,

to the safe-keeping of a cell. I have seen the upright

and conscientious lawyer seized by the loathsome instru-

ments of oppression ; forbidden to c(nis(jlc a sick wife, the

mother of his children, with a single word at parting, and

conveyed by furtive and rapid movements to a distant and

arbitrary military tribunal, because he had dared, as be-

came a freeman, to declare what he conceived the law ta



90 SPEECHES OP HON. DANIEL W. VOOEHEBS.

be. I have seen men who had been trusted and honored

in public life by those who had known them most inti-

mately in every relation, arrested in my own State for nO'

offenses known to any law, and without warrant, without

commitment, made to eat "the bread which captives' tears

have watered" in evei-y age of despotism. In the month
of October last, I met three friends, distinguished citizens

of Indiana, who six years ago served as senators together

in her legislature. I met them, sir, serving together in the

same prison a term of imprisonment which had no other

duration or limit, no other beginning or end, no other

cause or conclusion, no other condition or circumstance to-

support it, than the mere arbitrary, unlawful, unenlight-

ened, and audacious will of one man here in Washington
City. Sir, as I stood in their guarded room, listened to th&

story of their wrongs, and looked out upon the sunshine

and the air—and the flag of the white man's freedom float-

ing in the distance—strange thoughts possessed my mind,

and strange visions arose before me. A new sensation pene-

trated my heart. I seemed to dwell for awhile beneath the

shadow of the Bastile, and hear the cries and groans which,

finally rent its walls. The dungeons of Austria opened
around me, and the prayers of their victims for liberty

seemed to fill all space and all time. The damp vaults of

Venice and the fearful caverns of the Spanish Inquisition

yielded up their horrible secrets. The Tower of London

—

that melancholy tomb of genius and of beauty—the impe-
rious form of Henry VIII., the headsman's ax, the reeking^

block, all became distinct to my view ; and 1 looked, as it

were, face to face, into the frightful, appalling countenance
of tyranny. I studied its ferocious and revolting features

in the light of historical associations. But when I came
to reflect on all this, and reason from cause to effect, I
found that precisely the same terrible principle of oppres-
sion whicli has disgraced the past, and filled other coun-
tries with tears and blood, was triumphing in my very
presence. I turned away, and took my " appeal from tyr-

anny to God."

But, sir, the people of this whole country and of the
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civilized world liavc boliold woi'sc seonos tluiii even these

enacted iu our midst. This Uouso has boon invaded. The
principle of popular reprosoutatiou, on wliicli the theory

of this government is based, has been assailed in the ille-

gal and brutal arrest of two members of the Amerieati

Congress. The honorable gentleman from Maryland [Mr.

May] early fell a victim to the spirit of executive usurpa-

tion, which has since spread like an evil shadow over the

entire land. He had dared, in an hour of envenomed pop-

ular frenzy, to raise his voice in this hall, and assert, in no

suppliant tones, his rights as a representative. He had

dared to assert that the constitution of the country was
binding in all its provisions, in time of peace as well as in

time of war, and that his allegiance was due to it, and not

to the party which had ascended into power by trampling

it under their feet. In the exercise of his undoubted pre-

rogative as a legislator, and in accordance with his sense

of duty as a citizen, he had brought forward measures here

looking to a sf)eedy and peaceful solution of that unnatural

strife which has turned our rivers to blood and lined our

once fraternal borders with a thousand miles of grave-

yards—not the sweet resting-places of those who lie down
to sleep together in peace at the close of happy lives, but

where hostile specters will forever haunt the dismal scenes

and vex the air with shrieks of undying hate. For these

acts of duty as a representative, and these acts alone, sir,

the honorable gentleman from Maryland was arrested and

made to feel the iron of hel[)le8s captivity enter his soul.

The sanctuary of his home was invaded at midnight, that

fit hour for the assassination of liberty, by an unknown
band of armed men, who searched every privacy of domes-

tic life, and then tore him with violence from a young and

delicate family, with that total indifference to agony and

d'ispair which so well becomes the callous agents of crime.

He was thrust into prison, and became the recijiient of all

those odious indignities which it is the trade and calling

of jailers and turnkeys to inflict on noble minds and ex-

alted natures. He languished inside of the bars of iron

and the bayonets of sentinels until the caprice of the ex-
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ectitive threw open the doors of Ms cell and told him to go.

As he was arrested without charge, guilty of uo offense,

imprisoned without authority of law, punished without

trial, so he was released from confinement without an ex-

planation and without a hearing under the constitution.

This case, in a few brief sentences, comprises the ultimate

point of a wanton and reckless despotism. And what I

have said of it applies in principle with the same force to

the case of the honorable gentleman from Illinois [Mr.

Allen]. Both are representatives of the people on this

floor, and both have been subjected to punishment due

..alone to criminals by the arbitrary and lawless edict of one

man for the exercise of their opinions. Sir, do we live in

a republic or an absolute monarchy ? Is this an American
Congress or a Roman Senate in the most abject days of the

Eoman empire ? Is this an assembly of freemen or a French

assembly in the days of Louis XIY. ? How much more are

we expected to bear ? "What deeper degradation is to be

inflicted on us ? If one member of this body can be ar-

rested for his opinions, and made to feed on the damp va-

pors of a living tomb during the pleasure of the executive,

so can all the rest of us who do not, with bated breath and
words of whispered humbleness, bow ourselves with east-

ern adulation at the footstool of power. If •'these things

are to be borne, the hour for a Cromwell has arrived, and
these walls will never again resound with the voice of lib-

erty. Let the lictors advance and bind us with cords and
scourge us in the open market-places as the unworthy suc-

cessors of a nobler and prouder race. Let the pilgrim of

future times visit not this dishonored hall, but go and linger

in the old and deserted one, and draw inspiration from the

glorious memories which hover over it. The voices of the

mighty dead, in behalf of freedom of opinion, freedom of

speech, freedom of the press, and the supremacy of the
constitution, yet seem to echo from its venerable walls;

and its place in the history of the progress of liberty is as

secure as the battle-field of Bunker Hill.

Sir, am I to be told that there was cause for the arrest

.and imprisonment of these gentlemen ? Who dares to say
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60? Why were thoy not tried for their offenses, and, if

guilty, punished ? Who will assert that the thousands %\ho

have been imprisoned without authority of law, and dis-

charged without trial, were criminals ? If they were, a

double infamy awaits the executive and the agents of his

usurpations, for libei-ating upon soeiety unprosecuted and
unpunished offenders against the laws. If they are the

dangerous criminals whieh they are daily described to be,

then this administration has corruptly compounded with
felony, and made itself a party to treason, by refusing to

bring them to justice, even when the criminals themselves

protested against being liberated without a trial. But, sir,

I deny their guilt in every instance ; and, in doing so, I

plant myself on the plain precepts of the laws of God and
man. I have but little indulgence for this constant assump-

tion of guilt against citizens who have courted trials, and

whom you have not dared to try. The presumptions are

all in favor of innocence where just laws prevail. They
are in favor of guilt before trial only in the minds of

tyrants. But, whether guilty or innocent, not one single

provision of the constitution has at any time or place been

complied with in the treatment of citizens arrested by gov-

ernment officials.

In violation of the constitution, American citizens have

been arrested for using the freedom of speech.

In violation of the constitution, their houses have been

forcibly entered.

In violation of the constitution, their papers have been

searched.

In violation of the constitution, their persons have been

seized with armed violence.

In violation of the constitution, they have been deprived,

of liberty without due process of law.

In violation of the constitution, they have been held to

answer infamous accusations without presentment or indict-

ment of a grand jury.

In violation of the constitution, they have been denied

the right to a speedy and public trial by an imi)artial jury.

In violation of the constitution, they have been carried'
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out of the State and district in which their offenses, if any,

were committed.

In violation of the constitution, they have been kept in

ignorance of the nature and cause of the accusations

against them.

In violation of the constitution, they have not been con-

fronted with the witnesses against them.

And, in most supreme and wicked violation of the con-

stitution, they have been denied counsel for their defense,

and informed, in all the insolence of a fanatical disregard

of every principle of humanity as well as law

—

" That the general government will not recognize any

one as an attorney for political prisoners, and will look

with distrust upon all applications for release through such

channel, and that such applications will be regarded as

additional reasons for declining to release such persons."

Sir, I challenge the worst age.s of the most profligate and

corrupt despots for a more intolerable picture of personal

outrage than is here presented. In. prisons, in dungeons,

in cells, in solitude, and desolation of heai't, citizens of this

free country are threatened with increased punishment if

they resort to the only possible mode of approaching those

in power to obtain information or trial with a view to lib-

erty. Many new offenses, unknown to the constitution

and the laws, have been created by the jtroclamation of the

executive, and to these it must be added that it is a crime

for an innocent man, overpowered by unlawful force, and
wearing away his life in prison, to employ counsel to se-

cure for him the benefit of the laws of the land. Sir,

posterity will hold in remembrance the authors of these

outrages—the President and his Cabinet—in order to exe-

crate the prostitution which they have made of their high
offices to the overthrow of the constitution,. When they
retire from their exalted positions, and descend to the quiet

walks of private life, where the voice of partisan applause

and interested flattery will no longer reach their ears and
shut out truth from their consciences, let them spend the

evening of their days in pondering over the wretchedness
they have so needlessly and wantonly caused. Let them
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recall the tears of bitter grief, bereavi'inent, and shame,

•which they have caused delicate and tender women to

weep, as they implored their jailers in vain for relief against

outrages which the jien blushes to reeord. Let them visit

the madhouse, and listen to the shrieks and cries of their

inmates, as they pour forth their w ailiiio-s from the shat-

tered dome of thought, and in that saddest sight which
earth can present—a mind in ruins—behold a portion of

their handiwork, which will accompany their names into

history. And if dreams come to them in their slumbers,

let them dream of the poor suicide, who communed in

solitude with his sad heart until his room became filled

with shadows and impalpable forms, which mocked his

agony and despair, and who, to escape from his unlawful

imprisonment, launched his naked soul into the mysterious

realms of the infinite, and appeared for trial before a com-

passionate God. Let them awaken to hear the heart-broken

sobs of the widow, and the pitiful lamentations of the fath-

erless. Let them make some atonement for the grief they

have inflicted by looking into all the detailed horrors which

their system of infernal outrage has brought on unoffend-

ing men and women. I speak not in malice ; I wish evil

to no man on earth. I feel pain to know that I inflict it.,

But if I could forbear to speak with indignant emphasis on

this sulyeet, I would feel that the bond of sympathy which

binds me to my suffering fellow-men had been broken

asunder. I would feel that my heart was an outlaw from

the sacred precepts of the divine Nazarene who pronounced

the merciful blessed because they showed mercy.

But it is said that this system' of open disregard for the

constitution, and the arrests which have been made under

it, have been necessary to the stability and existence of the

government. All the world knows that this is false. Neither

insurrections nor invasions have taken place in the loyal

States of the Union. The courts of justice have never for

a moment been disturbed in the discharge of their duties

by any of the circumstances attending this civil war. Every

function in the machinery of government has been free to

act. Does this administration distrust the entire judiciary
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of the country, the clerks, the sheriffs, and the juries ? And

in what way has the whole body of the jDeople shown that

the safety of the Eepublic requires that they should have-

a master ? Sir, I scorn to pursue this thought. I spurn

from me, at once and forever, this base, false, and danger-

ous plea of necessity. What is there to Americans worth

preserving, if the principles of liberty, the doctrines of th&

constitution, shall perish ? We hear much stormy declama-

tion about the life of the nation being in peril. It is true

it is sadly imperiled on all sides. But does mere land and

water, mere extent of soil, constitute the life of this nation ?

Ko, sir; immortal liberty is its life—the soul which ani-

mates the body—and without wdiich the mere form of our

government will be a cold and lifeless corpse. "We are-

asked to make war on this vital principle, and submit to-

its destruction, in order to preserve the Union. You might

as well ask me to drive the dagger into my own heart in

order to preserve my life. I recognize no such monstrous

folly? The constitution is my country, and I have no

country outside of its provisions. When you require me
to destroy it, or consent to its destruction, in order to save

my country, you require a paradox which is the natural

offspring of that unreasoning fanaticism which shares so-

largely in the origin of our melancholy national disasters.

I will stop here to denounce this argument of necessity

as the uniform plea of tyrants who have sought to destroy

liberty in all ages of the world. The children in our schools-

are familiar with this truth. It has passed into a proverb,

and has the sanction of universal human experience. But
in close connection with this familiar -household word of

Star Chamber oppression, another and kindred maxim of
unlimited monarchy has been thrust upon the country
by the supporters of the administration now in power.
Loyalty has received a new definition. The doctrine of the
Tudors and the Stuarts has been revived, and now once
more struts forth in the habiliments of royalty on the stage
of men. A prominent citi-zen of my own State, occupying-
temporarily a high ofiacial position, has announced that
loyalty to the government no longer consists in obedience
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to the laws in support of the constitution, iind in devotion

to the flag, but in a blind, abject, unquestioning, and un-

reasoning obedience to the measures of those who are in

power. He fails to perceive how an Anierioau citizen can

be faithful to his allegiance unless he concedes the princi-

ple that the king can do no wrong. He has studied this

heresy, doubtless, in European courts, and desires to trans-

plant it to these shores. And if it should bloom here, it

would be as the deadly upas-tree, under whose blighting

shadow every green and beautiful thing dies. All civil

rights would perish. The courts would stand adjpurned to

meet no more. The scales of justice would be broken and
thrown away. The temple of Janus would stand wide
open, and war, the sport of kings and the ruin of the peo-

ple, would waste the country forever. The sovereign voice

of the masses would be silent and stifled in their throats.

It would be dangerous to think ; and children would no
longer be educated to enlighten their minds, but simply to

develop their muscles, with which, as slaves, to work for

the tax-gatherer, or as gladiators to enter the arena of am-
bitious wars. The prison-houses would ovei-flow with all wha
dared to remember that they were once free, and death, in

its most appalling aspects, would hold high carnival on the

gibbet. And over all, and supreme above all check, re-

straint, or responsibility would reign the , sovereignty of

one man.
Sir, need I a.^k whether the public mind of this country

ia ready to receive calmly and submit to the plain and in-

evitable consequences of such astounding principles ? Are
American citizens ready to surrender all, all, absolutely all

that renders life a blessing and redeems their citizenship

from being a by-word and a reproach ? I will not insult

the proud ancestry from which we sprung ; I will not

mock the memory of the dead who have died for liberty

on both hemispheres ; I will not impeach the purity of the

blood which flows in American veins by reiterating this

question. It has been answered more than a thousand

times already in council and in the field, by the great i-ace

to which we belong, and the American people are ready to
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answer it again. Our remote ancestors beat down the walls

of Rome and humbled the pride of the world's mistress

into the dust. They broke the Roman yoke which Csesar

placed on their necks, and turned and trampled to death

the nation which had penetrated their misty regions, and

awakened them to a sense of their power and their destiny.

Their descendants for two thousand years, in all the won-

derful vicissitudes of history, have chafed under and re-

sented and resisted the insolent spirit of encroachment, in-

vasion, and usurpation against their civil and their relig-

ious liberties. They have met the degrading demands of

executive tyranny at their thresholds, in whatever forms

they have been advanced. Sir, this is the race of liberty.

I solemnly and earnestly commend the study of its glorious

and exalted history to those who are this day trifling with

the majestic principles of personal independence, which it

has secured to the world by its wisdom and its blood. It

lias stood as the iron-mailed champion of constitutional

government; it has borne the banners of the cross and
planted Christian civilization on every shore and beneath

every sky ; it has poured the beams of the useful sciences

into the dark and waste places of the earth; it has carried

the refinements of the arts to the savage forests, and caused
the wilderness to be transformed into the abode of learn-

ing and genius; it has thronged every ocean with com-
merce ; it has spoken the great emporiums of trade into

existence ; it has defied every barrier of nature to resist its

adventurous spirit; it has played with the fiery elements
of the physical world, and used them. as obedient servants
in the grand march of its gigantic progress ; and in the
midst of all this, and under all circumstances, it has waited
•on the fortunes and espoused the cause of liberty with the
unmeasured devotion of a knight-errant of chivalry and
the undaunted courage of the Lion Heart. Such a race
will take no step backward. It will submit to no diminu-
tion of its glory. It will surrender none of its high pre-
rogatives. Revolutions and changes may retard its progress
for a brief season, but they can no more defeat its ultimate
success in all that is great in conception and sublime in
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•execution, than the storm which lashes the wavos into fuiy

<au annihikito the oooan. ]\ry faith, which hriglitcns the

future to my cyos, is founded on tlic hlood whicli the

American people have inlierited from this lofty race. It

will never bend the servile knee to executive dictation.

It wears an erect port and an elevated crest. It has defied

the insolence of power in every age of its history, and it

defies it now. Yes, sir; the American people have suffered

the outrages of executive usurpations, and they have sol-

emnly and deliberately uttered their defiance. The voice

of barons, the voice of John Hampden, and the voice of

Patrick Henry, crying, "Give me liberty, or give me
death,"" were all concentrated in the voice of the people

of this country, as expressed at the ballot-box in the

recent elections.

Much has been said in regard to the meaning of these

popular expressions. There are many issues before the

country, and I shall not at this time seek to interpret at

length the public will on any other than the one I have

endeavored to discuss to-day.

It is true, however, that this administration stands con-

demned by the people in every essential particular. It no

longer possesses the public confidence. It is waging a war
which it is no longer pretended is to restore the Union as

our fathers made it. The constitutional rights of the States

have been abolished In- proclamation, and that portion of

the slaves which are not to be liberated by the sword are

to be paid for by direct taxation. A war thus conducted

is a fraud on millions of voters who have hitherto sustained

it. Its failure as a remedy for our national calamities is

paljiable and absolute, even if war, under any circum-

stances, could have brought us a restoration of the Union.

These and kindred questions were decided in certain and

distinct tones at the ballot-box in October and November;

but I can do no more than give them a passing allusion on

this occasion.

But on the question of the integrity of the constitution

and the protection which it affords to the citizen, the voice

of the people comes to our ears with a sound equally plain
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and clear. It rang out from the cities and plains, the-

mountains and the prairies, in stern demmciation of everj

infringement which this administration has made of that

holy instrument, and in favor of the preservation of civili

liberty, whatever else might perish. It demanded not only

tliat the prison- doors should roll back and the victims of
despotism be yielded up to the guardianship of the law,,

but it demanded also, in the sovereign and imperious tone-

of a free people, that the audacious and dangerous princi-

ple on which arbitrary arrests have been made, and speedy,

and public trials denied, shall be at once and forever aban-

doned, in the most open and explicit manner.

Now, sir, will the people give any second warning on.

this subject? They intend to be obeyed. They know
themselves to be masters, and not slaves. If the peaceful-

admonition of the ballot-box goes unheeded ; if the rea-

sonable and earnest remonstrance of an enlightened and-

patriotic people is lost on those who seem drunken and-

mad with power; if the insane wickedness which has ruledi

this Congress, and launched the present administration on
its schemes of ruin, can not be reached and restrained in

its destructive career by the popular voice coming up here

in all its impressive grandeur, then the sword—the sword,

sir—must once more, in the annals of the world, determine

the ancient issue, so often baptized in blood, between the-

absolute power of one man and the inalienable, indestructi-

ble rights of the masses. I speak plainly. The time for

words without meaning has gone by. You may pass this

bill to protect the executive and his agents, in the exercise-

of arbitrary X30wer, from the consequences of their own-
acts. Ton may place them above all responsibility. You
may elevate them above the law, and say that it shall have-

no claims on them for the violations it has suffered. You
may say that the victims of their barbarous oppressioa
shall be dumb in their presence. You may say that the-

citizen shall have no legal redress for his wrongs. You-
may sanctify power and outlaw liberty. Sir, no such law
can be enforced. It will not, for one moment, be obeyed^
The courts will obey the constitution, and so will the peo-
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^le; but they will treat such a law as this as an intruder

^nd a luisoroant on the statute-book, and bid it defiance.

Sir, we must look the reality in the face, though we shud-

der at its terrible features. We are treading on the thin

crust of a flaming volcano. There is coming woe and

disaster in the very air arcnind ns. The tremor of the

approaching earthquake is visible in the ground on which

we tread. The signs of the devastating whirlwind are

gathering in the angry sky over our heads. Already the

<leep mutterings of its wrath can be heard in the distance.

"Will you stand still in stubborn mutin}' against the raging

elements of popular indignation, which injustice and polit-

ical debauchery have aroused, and be crushed? There is

but one pathway of escape and safety. It is the pathway

on which the light of the constitution is shining in all its

original luster. It is the pathway of the fathers, in which

the foot-prints of Washington and the sages of that hal-

lowed period are yet plainly visible. It is the pathway of

justice, of truth, and of honor. It is the pathwaj^ of con-

stitutional freedom, and leads to national life, union, and

peace.

Mr. Speaker, I am done. I take leave of this subject.

A greater or more important one to every generation of

men, in my judgment, was never submitted to the consid-

eration of a legislative body. I have confined myself to

the discussion of a single issue; but the. principles which

govern it are imperishable—instinct with eternal life, clothed

with immortality. The proudest woi'ks of human hands

-decay, the brightest models of human wisdom grow old and

give place to others
;
governments are rocked to and fro

by fierce revolutions, and fall to the earth to rise again in

fiome new form; we all hasten on in our brief journey,

.«oon to take up our abode in the silent Xecropolis—the

city of the dead ; but liberty, liberty—that divine ema-

nation from the bosom of God to the soul of man—will

survive every mutation, every shock, every change. But

if we expect to retain the illumination and glory of its

presence on these shores; if we expect to transmit to our

^posterity the exalted and priceless blessings which
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it bestows ; if we expect to escape the reproach of being"

false to the great trust which onr fathers reposed in our

hands for present and for future ages ; if we would avoid the

utter and absolute overthrow ofevery principle which has sig-

nalized this government as a republic, and not a despotism ;•.

if we, standing here on this narrow isthmus of time which-

divides the living and the dead, with the graves of our an-

cestors stretching back into the past, and the advancing"

footsteps of rising generations coming up in the future,,

would flee from the just and awful condemnation of both,

we must return—return without delay—to the plain, the

safe, and the immutable precepts of the constitution. Let

those who control the administration now in power give-

over their wanderings into dangerous latitudes. Let them.

hastily retrace their steps, and take their stand within the-

limits of the law. Let them abandon their impious claim

of power outside of the provisions of the constitution.

Let them purge their minds of that madness which dares

to treat American citizens as slaves. Let this be done,,

and public confidence will once more brighten the face of

the country, and a new strength will spring up from a

sense of public security. Let this be done, and, though

deep and dark calamities may overtake us, yet the primary^

and fundamental object for which this government was
founded—the establishment of liberty—can not be defeated.

If, however, the present policy is to be pursued ; if ther&

is to be no change in the destructive career which now
usurps and supplants the constitution and the laws, then I

declare my solemn belief that a scene of ruin is near at

hand in this once favored country, more mournful than that

over which Marius wept on the plains of Carthage, and
more terrible than the picture of desolation which marked
the destruction of the holy city of David.
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THE CONSCRIPT ACT.

[A speech delivered in the House of Representatives, February 23, 1863, ou

the Conscription Bill.]

Mr. Speaker :—It is either my good fortune or my bad

fortune never to have been a member of a legislative body

until I took my seat in this Congress. Consequently I

may not be so familiar with the rules of propriety that

obtain among members of deliberative bodies as others

who have had more experience. But I must confess, Mr^

Speaker, that, with my limited experience, I have observed

the course of this del)ate with amazement, and with some

degree of honest indignation.

This debate was opened by the gentleman from N'ew

York [Mr. Olin], with a lecture to this side of the House,

informing us how he desired we should discuss this ques-

tion. He expected us to observe certain rales and maxim*

laid down by him for the government of our minds and of

our tongues. He informed us what we were to say, and

in what spirit we were to say it. Our deportment was his

especial care. He gave us that kind of warning beforehand

that schoolmasters sometimes indulge in when their pupils

are about to be paraded on exhibition before the public.

We were desired to behave ourselves and to pursue a cer-

tain line of conduct marked out for us in advance by his

magisterial authority. The air of a testy, domineering

pedagogue pervaded the style and substance of all his

remarks.

ISTow, sir, with all the respect that I have for the position

which the gentleman from New I'ork occupies as Chair-

man of the Military Committee, allow mo to inform him

plainly to his face that I know of nothing in liis position,

nothing in his principles, nothing in his talents, nothing
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ia his character, that entitles him to make, or justifies him
in attempting to make, for me, or for any member of the

minority on this side of the House, any rule of conduct on

any subject whatever. Those which he has laid down to

govern this discussion will not find respectful considera-

tion at my hands, much less adoption.

After him comes the strap and button gentleman from

Pennsylvania [Mr. Campbell]*who howled forth his threats

on this floor like some angry animal in pursuit of prey.

He tells us what will happen to us both here and hereafter.

He consigns us all, benevolently and charitably, to eternal

condemnation and special damnation. That is very kind,

of him. Possibly it has afi"ected somebody's nerves.

Doubtless it did aflect his own. I must say, however, that

it did not aflect mine at all, except as a gush of harsh and
discordant sound is always more or less jarring to my nerv-

ous system. It passed by this side of the House as mere
wind, somewhat unpleasant and disgusting, but entirely

harmless. I submit that the military and malicious gen-

tleman from Pennsylvania has no right thus to afilict and
annoy the persecuted minority in this hall.

After him, in the order of debate, on the other side,

comes that strange and eccentric gentleman from Ohio
[Mr. Bingham], who so often holds this House and these

galleries in listening and wondering suspense and attention.

In his private intercourse he is one of the kindest and
most amiable gentlemen whom I ever had the good fortune

to meet; but on this floor a stranger would take him to be,

not merely Cato the Censor, for, I believe, Cato was very

dignified, and certainly the gentleman from Ohio hardly

ever is [laughter], but some furious actor in a ijlay, whose
part required him to scold and rave at every human being
who was so unfoi'tunate as to fall beneath his dreadful

scowl. He is stormy and terrible to those who know him
not, but to those who know him well, gentle as summer,
and as tender as the dove who wooes his mate. I am apolo-

gizing for his manner to those who do not understand him.
His terrific outbreaks here against the minority may be
regarded as a sort of pleasant episode to the grave pro-

*Mr. C. always appeared in full military uniform.
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feedings of this House, a little ridiculous, but perfectly in-

nocent. It is only his manner that is severe, not his mat-

ter. He tells us what will be tttlerated, and what will not

1)6 tolerated, how we shall behave, what we shall say, what

Avill be worthy of us, and what unworthy of us. He starts

out by telling us that the language of the distinguished

gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Vallandigham], who held spell-

bound this House from the position in which I stand, with

one of the ablest arguments I ever heard, was all unworthy

of a member of this body. 'Who constituted him a judge

•of his colleagues? Where does he find the authority to

arraign his peers on this floor? Sir, there is but one reply

to language and conduct like this. We reject with scorn

your unasked advice; we spurn your offensive lectures; we
despise 3"Our puerile threats ; we defy the malice which

actuates them ; we hold you and your outrageous insolence

in sovereign and most unmitigated contempt. While you

keep within the rules of propriety and of duty all will be

well ; but whenever you step out of them, as you have to-

night, you have my answer.

Sir, it ill becomes gentlemen who have met with repu-

diation at the hands of their people ; .who, for their policy

and conduct on this floor, have been rejected by their own

constituents, and who stand condemned before the country,

to come here and lecture Democratic members. In common
decency you ought to keep silent, as mere cumberers of

the ground, whose days are numbered. Popular majori-

ties have been piled up against you by thousands and tens

of thousands. Loyal people have spoken your knell; the

funeral bell has been tolled over your political graves by

patriotic hands ; the grass is growing green on the sod which

-covers you. And yet you dare come here and lecture liv-

ing men! We bear in our bodies political vitality; you

are political ghosts, specters from political grave-yards,

where the people buried you last fall, and wrote on your

tombstones, " Xo resurrection." How dure you lecture the

living, who yet stand on the shores of time, and who have

something to do with earthly aflairs? [Laughter.] I in-

voke the spell of decency and of regard for propriety, and.
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in tJbe name of that spell, I exorcise these spirits, and tel!

them, " down, down, to whence you came." [Langhter.J

The old man whom Dante saw in his vision of hell, " hoary

white with eld," sitting

" Beside the woeful tide of Acheron,"

is waiting for you below

—

" Crying, woe to you, wicked spirits ! hope not

Ever to see the slfy again. I come

To talve you to the otlier shore across,

Into eternal darkness there to dwell

In fierce heat and ice. And thou who there

Standest, live spirits ! stand apart and leave

These who are dead."

Tou talk about what is worthy and unworthy. Shall I

accept gibbering and squeaking political ghosts, who will

troop home on the 4th of March to the vast charnel house

of repudiated politicians, as my masters ? I own but one-

master in this government—it is the sovereign people. I

represent a loyal and magnificent constituency. They
know me well

—

" They are to my faults a little blind.

But to my virtues very kind."

"We live somewhat according to the Scriptures, for we-

love one another. What I fail in works as their repre-

sentative they credit to good intentions. To them, in

grateful memory of the past, I acknowledge my responsi-

bility to-night. It is their right to approve or condemn..

I accept no verdict, however, on my principles or my con-

duct at the hands of the fossil remains of a dead party^

which, when alive, was not even resj)ectable. Before my
constituents I stand read}'' to be judged. They have al-

ready judged me. They have judged my Democratic

friends, too, who sit around me. They have judged my
Democratic colleagues from the State of Indiana. We-
have passed the popular ordeal, as you have ; and while-

you have been made to ferry the melancholy flood—the

river Styx—with the grim ferryman, which poets write

of, unto the kingdom of perpetual night, to return to the

living land no more in the flesh, we stand here renewed
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and strengtlienoil liy the lil'o-g'iviiig imwcr of popular ap-

provali—the embodiment of the popular will.

And we return here not as we tirst eaiiie. When I first

entered this hall, eighteen months ago, I came with a small

majority compared to that which sends me to the next

Congress. Lixik at the smiling faces of Democratic mem-
bei's around mo. They have all told the increase of their

majorities by thousands. Xot one but what met approval

at the hands of those whom he represented. The one or

two defeats over which we mourn were accomplished by a

change of districts. Are men who come here so indorsed,

to sit quietly and allow you, whom the people utterly re-

pudiate, to shake your fingers in our faces and tell us our

duties? Sir, while I do not desire, as a member of this

House, to indulge in anj-thing but courtesy in my inter-

course with its members ; while it is pleasant always to me
to meet my political opponents with nothing but personal

kindness ; while I desire the proceedings of any legislative

body with which I may be connected to proceed without a

single jar—yet when men so far forget our rights and their

duties, so far forget the proprieties of this place, so far

abuse their privileges as representatives as to indulge in

the straia of remarks which we have heard to-night, I

should be wanting in self-respect if I did not rebuke it,.

and resent the spirit which dictates it.

Xow, Mr. Speaker, let us examine some of the questions

that have been before the House in this debate. We
have reached a grave and melanchi^ly crisis in the history

of this war; we have reached a sad and momeutoits crisis

in the history of onr country, and it becomes us standing

here, at the close of the 37th Congress, to look back and

indulge in some reminiscences of the past. Let us look

back to the circumstances which surrounded the inaugura-

tion of this Avar. Let us recall the principles then an-

nounced by this administration. Let ns recall the pledges

which it gave that this war should be prosecuted solely to

sustain the constitution, and thus preserve the Union as it

came to us from our ancestors ; and then let us look at the

present. Let us behold the working of the new abolition.
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-corrupt system which has been adopted for its prosecution.

In this way we can plainly determine why is it that this

terrible crisis has been reached ; why is it that a conscrip-

tion bill to force soldiers into the field is now engaging the

: attention of this body? Sir, let the gentlemen here re-

member, as the people of the country well remember, the

tinanimity with which that unparalleled uprising of the

people took place, when this baleful and most disastrous

war first came upon us. It was then announced that the

only purpose was to preserve the constitution and restore

the Union under the constitution. That was the object,

.and none other, which rallied the people by hundreds of

thousands. I remember well the first time I lifted my
voice in this hall. It was just one year ago. In that

speech I rehearsed the pledges which every department

of the government had given to the people, and on
which an army was raised for the prosecution of this

war. I read the inaugural of the President, in which
he said he had no power nor inclination to touch the

institution of slavery in the States, and that the fugi-

tive slave law must be executed. I read from his mes-

sage to the extra session of Congress in July, in which he
reiterated the statements of his inaugural on these impor-
tant questions. I rehearsed the teachings of the Cabinet,

.and especially of the distinguished Secretary of State, who
had spoken voluminously upon these and kindred subjects.

They were all to the same purpose. I recalled the an-

nouncement of distinguished generals in the field sustain-

ing the doctrine proclaimed by the President and the

Cabinet. All announced then that this war was to be
prosecuted within, by virtue of, and for the purpose of re-

storing the constitution of the country. I saw, even then,

however, ugly symptoms, clouds already gathering in the
sky portending that all these pledges were to be broken.
The gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Elliot] had intro-

-duced his resolutions looking to the entire overthrow of
the institution of slavery in connection with the prosecu-

tion of the war. The gentleman from Pennsylvania, the
ihe Chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means [Mr.
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Stevens], had also introduced his celebrated resolutions.

-

I, therefore, at that time read tlicso pledges of the govern-

ment against the radical tendencies, which I saw develop-

ing as rapidly as the administration dared. I used, upon

that occasion, the following language, on which I look

back with pleasure to-night

:

'> Mr. Chairman, I am amazed, utterly amazed, when I

contrast the present with the past on this subject. All is

changed, at least so far as Congress is concerned. Pledge

upon pledge has been made by every department of the

government in the opening stages of this conflict. The
national faith has been plighted at home and abroad in the

most binding and obligatory manner, that the domestic

laws and customs of the seceded States were not to be vio-

lated, that slavery was not to be abolished, that savages

were not to be let loose. . . .

'• An army, however, of six hundred thousand men now
stands banded together under the stern control of military

discipline. In that, I suppose, the object of conservative-

pledges is accomplished, and the time has arrived for the

fulfillment of the purposes of this war, according to the

view of abolitionists. They demand now that all these

pledges shall be broken." . . .

Mr. Speaker, one by one all these fatal demands of ex-

treme, unconstitutional abolitionism, have been granted by

this administration. Every conservative pledge by which

a mighty army was obtained, has been broken—every one.

The people who rallied under your pledges solemnly given,

and filled the ranks of your army, have been deliberately

deceived. They trusted you once, and you have been false

to them. This is the reason why a new army can not be

raised from a willing people. This is the reason why you

seek to establish a despotism by this bill, in order to fill

the ranks of the army by force. This is the reason why

Republican members themselves admit that, loyal as are the-

people of the country, you can not get another volunteer.

A confiding people believed, when they drew tlicir swords,

.

that it was to uphold the principles of the constitution ;

they believed they were following the ark of the living'.
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•<Tod through the wilderness, to uphold aud protect it from

the hands of idolators. This House told them, the Presi-

dent told them, the Cabinet told them, their leading gen-

erals told them, that when the army was once raised, it

should be used to sustain tlie old glory, the old flag, to give

us back the Union and the constitution as they were in the

beginning. But they have been cruelly betrayed, and

hence, Mr. Speaker, to-night, this conscription bill. Had
this war been conducted for the constitution, no coercion

would have had to be practiced iipon the people of the

IsTorth; no conscription bill would now be needed. If the

people did not feel—if they did not know that they have

been deceived and their confidence used for corrupt and
unlawful ends; if they did not feel that their blood had
"been taken for purposes never contemplated by them ; if

they did not feel that their first-born had been stricken

down in battle to carry out purposes which were hidden

from them when they were seduced by false promises into

the ranks—if the joeople were not deeply impressed with all

this, you would not now have a bill before this House au-

thorizing, in violation of the constitution, the exercise of a

despotic, a couscriptive, a coercive power over the loyal

people of the country to get another army. You^have de-

stroyed the public confidence, and that is the reason why
you are now resorting to this measure.

Mr. Speaker, I have heard much hostile criticism, and
listened to many assaults made on the minority of this

House, because of the party spirit which it is alleged we
have shown. We came here feeble, it is true; we came
surrounded by the flames of popular frenzy, equal almost

to the flames through which the three Hebrew children

walked in the days of old. The smell of fire, however, is

not, I believe, on our garments. We have been wonder-
fully preserved thus far from the malignant machinations

of those who persecute the faith of the fathers.

Sir, when this memorable and mischievous Congress first

met, your watchword of falsehood and delusion was " no
party." All party spirit was to be banished. All party

purposes were to be abandoned. Party schemes and party
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principles were all to be laid aside, and perfect unity was
to prevail in the Xorth for the in-esorvation of our blessed

Union. Xo former party platforms were to be considered.

A universal sacrifice was to be made of them all for the

good of the country. You quoted the words of the great

Douglas iu his dying hour to support you in your enormous
imposition upon the people. Sir, Mr. Douglas, in his life,

was ready, as he would be now if he were alive, to sink all

party, to yield every other consideration upon earth, for the

good and fur the salvation of the country. And the Dem-
ocratic i>arty, true to his d^'ing admonitions on this subject,

has brought forward not one party measure in this Con-
gress—not one. Put that in your list of articles to be re-

membered iu that long Siberian banishment to which you
hasten. "We have kept the injunction of the dying chief-

tain. But how has it been with you, so loud in professions

and so empty of even decent works ? "With the admoni-

tiDU of Douglas upon your lips, you have trampled under

foot all the principles held most dear by him. You have

insulted him in his grave. You have mocked the memory
of his whole public life. You have poured out your croc-

odile tears and lifted up 3'our spurious grief over his death

only to take shelter under his great name for the purposes

of popular deception. You are false and offensive mourn-

ers at our funeral. Stand aside, and let the friends of the

great dead surround his bier; and, for fear you will again

deceive the country, I will this night tear off j-our masks,

and let your sinister countenances and j'our miserable and

unholy purposes be seeu in their true light. It is a work

that has been needed on this floor for a long time, and I

take some reproach to myself that it has not been done be-

fore. I would feel this reproach more, however, if I was

not conscious that you had saved yourselves, in a great

measure, by suppressing discussion by a cowardly resort to

the rules of this House.

Sir, when you came here crying " no party," your first

act of legislation was to engraft on the statute-book the

very soul and vitality of the Chicago platform, a law to

carry out a principle against which Stephen A. Douglas
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•warred until he died. In hot haste you carried out the-

principle of intervention in the Territories. You abolished

slavery in them all. You passed a Wilmot proviso every-

where. Loudly and furiously protesting against any party

measures, with one felonious grab you took all that your

party ever dared openly to contend for. If we gently

hinted that this was had faith, we were silenced by the

clamorous cry of the whole pack yelling after us that we
were traitors. If we ventured to suggest that you were

taking advantage of a dark hour and stormy night in the-

history of our poor country to cheat the public mind in

regard to your ultimate designs, we were cried down in-

stantly by mercenary throats and venal and corrupt news-

papers. You carried out the Chicago platform, but you did

not stop there. You continued your cry of " no party ! no

party !" But what was the next measure ? You launched

out a little further into the sea of abolitionism. One of

the pet -schemes of the Abolition pai-ty proper has been for

a quarter of a century the abolition of slavery in the Dis-

trict of Columbia. You seized uppn it and brought it

forward in the name of no party. When the minority de-

nounced it, when the venerable and distinguished states-

man from Kentucky [Mr. Crittenden] appealed to you to

forbear, we were informed by such models of patriotism

and Unionism as the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Lovejoy}'

and the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Stevens], that

the loyalty of the Democracy and the border State mem^
bers was sorely questioned and narrowly suspected. You
carried it out by your well-drilled majority, and you thereby-

taxed my constituents and yours, Mr. Speaker [Mr. Colfax

in the chair], to buy the black chambermaids, barbers, and
broken-down boot-blacks in this city. You made them-

free, it is true, but their freedom has been to them a curse
and not a blessing, as the daily pictures on these streets

amply testify. It was necessary, however, I suppose, for

the vigorous prosecution of the war, that white men should
be taxed to pay for black men, and to support them in

idleness and vice. And if I raise my voice against the
taxing of my constituents for such infamous purposes, I am
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told that it is no time now for any party spirit. Perliaiis

you are correct that it should not be allowed on this side

of the House. You need an entire monopoly of it your-

selves, in order to carry out the malevolent schemes of the

Abolition party.

You have left nothing undone in the whole range of

fanaticism to overwhelm the land with universal abolition-

ism—not merely abolitionism of the old sort, but abolition-

ism of a new type, which makes the white man work for

the negro instead of the negro working for the white man,
according to the obsolete ideas of our fathers. You have

gone vigorously to work, taking advantage of our national

distress, to carry out every abolition measure ever dreamed

of by the wildest and most enthusiastic zealots of the abo-

lition faith. You have taken advantage of this war to

corrupt the foreign policy of the government, and to recog-

nize the only two negro governments on the face of the

earth as our national equals. Not content with your own
country as a theater for your own folly, you have gone,

like so many Captain Cooks, circumnavigating the world,

hunting for islands in the sea, and distant shores on which

to display your bastard benevolence and your insane tran-

scendentalism. You found Liberia, you found Hayti, and

you made this once proud Republic take off its hat and ex-

change bows of equality with Ethiopia. The people are

taxed to send ministers to these dusky barbarians, in order

to show the world that negro equality is at last one of the

institutions of this countr}". The negroes, of course, feel

flattered by these delicate attentions, though I confess they

have no reason to, for I have always held that respectable

negroes were much better in every respect than white men
who recognized their civil or social equality. But the

African, in this instance at least, has taken our advancer*

kindly, and I see by the papers that his sable highness.

Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary from

Hayti to the Republican Court of Abraham Lincoln has just

arrived in Xew York, and will soon salute the refined

social circles here with the odors of his diplomatic presence.

I take the following from the New York Herald, and as it
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will be precious intelligence to the majority here, I gladly

furnish it, and trust it may give you pleasant dreams to-

night :

" Personal Intelligence—The Minister from Hayti.—
'F. Romaine, Charge de Afi'aires from Hayti to the United

States, is stopping at the St. Mcholas Hotel, with his sec-

retary of legation, D. Bruno. The minister is about

thirty-two years of age, of medium height, and exceedingly

dark and swarthy complexion. He Avears a heavy black

mustache and imperial. His hair is generally a little fuzzy

and woolly-looking, which is owing to the want of a care-

ful dressing, as, after undergoing a course of tonsorial

manipulations, it would lie as straight as that of any Saxon
among us. The cheek bones are rather higher than are

usually seen in this latitude. The prevailing expression

of his face is good-natured and friendly. Heavy black

eyebrows arch over a pair of fine, full black eyes, which
seem always ready to gleam and light up with merriment.'

During his stay at the St. Mcholas Hotel the habitues of

that establishment have, on several occasions, had an op-

portunity to witness his proficiency at billiards. He
Tiaudles a cue with almost the skill of a Phelan or Kava-
naugh.' Cigarettes he smokes in great quantities, and as-

tonishes the beholders by the ease and nonchalance with
"which he ejects the smoke from his nostrils. In many dif-

ferent ways he has managed to win the good opinion of all

with whom he has come in contact, and the opinion of his

sociability and courtesy is very unanimous. The secretary

of legation, D. Bruno, is a much younger man. In his

appearance there are several indications that the blood of

the children of Ham courses through his veins. He is not
so thoroughly proficient in the English language as the
minister, who speaks it with great correctness and purity.

They are expected to leave for Washington in a few days."

Let them come, and that speedily. There is a fitfless

in all things, and they ought to be here to lend color to

the other dark affairs of this administration.

But, sir, there is another measure which sails under the

no-party flag, and to which I wish to allude. You propose to
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levy contributions on the white labor of this land to pay
for the negroes, not only in the District of Columbia, but
in Maryland, ^lissouri, and in all other States of the Union
where they have them to sell, and where the people still

claim to be loyal. It is proposed to tax the farms, and
the houses, the live stock, the blooded horses, the cattle,

the flocks, and the herds—to tax the bone and sinew of the

white laborer—to mortgage all the property of the coun-

try, to mortgage all the owners of it, and the unborn chil-

dren for a hundred years to come, for the purpose of car-

rying out this delirious scheme of emancipation. Ton say

it is not much for the people to bear. 'No, not much

!

Ten millions to Maryland! Fifteen millions to Missouri!

Bills are here to that effect. And this is only the com-
mencement. It is but a trifle ! The old farmer can go to

his work a little earlier and stay at it a little later, and
work a little harder ; there will only be one meal a day
less, perhaps ; the children will have to do with less school-

ing ; little luxuries and innocent amusements will not be

aftbrded by the honest poor ; money must be earned and

saved up against the day of the tax-gatherer, to buy negroes

with. Do n't murmur, either, children of toil, for the up-

start dictators here say that would be disloyal. Be still

•while the robber takes your money, or he may take your

life. Sir, will this madness never cease ? Can you learn

nothing by experience—^that schoolmaster which teaches

the most foolish ? Sir, I say here now that not one dollar,

not one cent, will the people I represent ever pay to Mis-

souri, to Maryland, or to any other State, to purchase their

slaves. And you can not make them. Please remember
this. You can not lawfully add untold millions to our

taxes for that purpose ; and the people will repudiate this

illegitimate item of expensive fanaticism. I say it boldly,

and I say it plainly. It ought to be understood. The days

of this Congress are drawing to a close, and we may as

well have a plain talk among ourselves before we part. If

you propose at this time, with government credit at sixty

per cent, below par ; if you propose, with $2,500,000,000

of indebtedness ; if you propose, with a distracted couu-
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try, with the agricultural pursuits depressed, and the whole

land groaning from the effects of this war ; if you propose,

in full view of all these things, to tax the people, in addition

to what is necessary to sustain the government, to an un-

limited extent—perhaps hundreds of millions—for the pur-

pose of accomplishing compensated emancipation, for the

purpose of flooding the free States with free. negroes, then

you may make up your minds for trouble. The money
will not be paid, and you can not compel it. You will find

at last who owns and controls this government. The peo-

ple will assert the original divine right of the oppressed

and outraged. They will say to you, in the language of the

constitution, ""We, the people, made this government; you
are not our masters, but our servants ; we ai'e your mas-
ters." The stream can not get above its source. They
will arise and say, " You shall obey us ; we will not obey
you ; we are the source and fountain of power, you are not."

A strange error has crept into the public mind—a very
strange error. Men talk as if they could force and coerce

public sentiment. The very theory of our government
forbids it. The theory of our government is that, not
Abraham Lincoln, not his Cabinet, not you men whose
lingering footsteps are just departing from these places

forever, constitute this government, but that the people
made it all, and constitute all its parts. They made it, and
they will uphold it in the mode which satisfies themselves.

But not only that; they will make you obey the consti-

tution in its spirit, which is the concentrated will of the
people.

jSText in order, however, for the purpose of uniting public
sentiment, and of prosecuting the war with unity of pur-
pose, I presume, comes the proclamation of the President,

of September. Ten days before he issued it he said, him-
self, to the Chicago ministers, that he had not the power to

promulgate such a document, and that it would do no good
if he did. In that he was right for once. But I suppose
be gave way to pressure. Yes, pressure. He was pressed.

By whom? By Horace Greeley, that political harlot, who
appeared in a praying attitude in behalf of twenty millions-
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of people, lie gave way to pressure brought to lieai-, too,

by the Governor of ^fassaehu-^ietts. They represented that

tweuty millions of Icyal hearts were praying for the issu-

ing of this great deed of emancipation—this great proclama-

tion of liberty which, in the well-rounded language of the

gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Bingham], rung out freedom to

the whole earth, and to all the inhabitants thereof. He
gave way to the pressure, and I have no doubt, experienced

relief. This was .Taeksonian, very. It showed what is

known as backbone. At least it showed quality, if not

<|nantity. I have an immense respect for an executive who
violates his oath under the pressure of impertinent med-

dlers. But the President was told of the moral and mili-

tary effect of such a proclamation, and I presume he be-

lieved all he heard was true. But the gentleman from

-Ohio [Mr. Bingham] was unfortunate in his musical recita-

iion of the Xew England song, a few minutes ago

:

' We are coming, Father Abraham,

Six hundred thousand strong."

For it anybody is on the way here to swell the broken

ranks of the army under the inspiration of that proclama-

tion, he is tarrying long. His arrival has not been noticed

in the papers.

The Governor of Massachusetts, it is true, told the Pres-

ident that the highways and by-ways, all the way from Bos-

ton to this city, would be crowded and thronged by men

ru.shing to the jirosecution of this war. They would swarm,

said he, suggesting the swarming of animals, migrating

from one country to another. All Massachusetts would be

here, and a gentleman near nic remarks that it would have

increased the decency of the population of this city. Per-

haps it would. I would gratefully accept any change as

an experiment. I think there could be nothing lost. But

why did they not come? I expected them all here. IIoi-

ace Greeley, too, said that everybody else would come;

and who ever knew a fanatical newspaper editor to tell

anything but the truth ? I saw vanishing from my fearful

^aze all prospect of conscription. All were to be volun-
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teers—all the country again spontaneously lighting up lik&

a prairie on fire.

But the pressure pi-essed. The President gave way, the

proclamation was issued, and lo ! the mountain had labored^

and the mouse came forth. Massachusetts, this hour, in-

stead of crowding the highways and by-ways with her sons^

has her Senator, in the other end of the Capitol, the Chair-

man of the Committee on Military Affairs, pressing a con-

script bill through the Senate, when his own State stands

in defiance of the call made upon her last summer. To-

day her quota is not full, and her Governor has become an

itinerant recruiting-sergeant in search of negroes to fill up
the regiments of Massachusetts troops, under the call made-

last fall by the President of the United States. This is the

response of Massachusetts to the proclamation.

And the gentleman from l^ew York, the Chairman of

the Committee on Military Affairs of this House [Mr. Olin],-

comes here, and has to admit his State is delinquent thirty

thousand troops, under the calls already made upon her,.

I do not confine myself to exact numbers, but I state the

fact that she is delinquent.

A few words further, however, upon the policy which

has actuated this administration in its conduct of the war.

And I am submitting these facts here to-night to the

House, and to the country, as the reason why no more
troops can be raised without coercion, without force, with-

out conscription. I am showing up this abolition policy

as a reason why the loyal enthusiasm which impelled men-

at first to rush to the field, under a mistaken confidence-

and reliance upon the good faith of this administration,

can no longer be relied on. It has become chilled in the-

breasts of the people. And I contend that this proclama-

tion, and these schemes of emancipation, have worked these

fatal results. Their effect was long ago foretold by the

conservative men of the country. You would not heed
the warning, and the poor bleeding country is now to reap
the fruits of your stubborn and wicked disregard of the-

public will. I challenge gentlemen upon the other side of"
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the House once more before the tribunal of the American
people upon those subjects.

As to the fate of the Democratic party, sir, I have no
fears. It is the party of the constitution ; and, armed in the

panoply of truth, and with eternal principles as our shield,

wo can sat'oly and tirmly go before the peoiilo and challenge

the popular verdict. Once more I am willing to submit these

issues to the country. You started in this war with the

pledges I have spoken of. You have broken them all.

You have cried out " no partj- " in this hall ever since the

war commenced, and in the name of " no party " you have

liberated slaves, and abolished slavery wherever you can

get at it. Yoii have recognized negro governments
;
you

have taxed white men to pay for black men
;
you have

taxed even the soldier in the ranks, from his hard-earned

pittance, to buy the negroes in this district and elsewhere.

You have revolutionized the entire policy of the govern-

ment. Do you think you are to be sustained ? Do you

think the soldier will sustain you ?

You propose to put the black man alongside of the loj^al

white soldier. You propose to buy negroes, steal negroes,

fight for negroes, obtain negroes in any waj', and then hu-

miliate and disgrace the white soldier by his presence and

contact in the ranks. A law to that eifect has passed this

House, and does not pass the Senate only because the Chair-

man of the Military Committee in that body states that

there already exists a sufiicient law to accomplish the ob-

ject. You have thus outraged and insulted all classes of

citizens, but the soldier most of all. Is it strange, then,

that no more volunteers come to the standard of war?

You have betrayed the loyal heart of the country, and that

betrayal rises up in judgment against you, and its offspring,

the birth of that betrayal, is this fearful, odious, and des-

potic conscription bill. It is the work of your own hands.

You are its authors. You begat it by virtue of the decep-

tion you practiced on the people. You have created the ne-

cessity for it by your own conduct. Not satisfied, however,,

with betraying the people in all matters of policy—not sat-
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isfied with taking their blood and treasure under false pre-

tenses—you have done more.

No conservative general can stand before the consuming

flames that emanate from the seething cauldron—the boil-

ing cess-pool of fanaticism which controls this administra-

tion. Aye, sir, you struck down McClellan at the head of

the army. You struck him down because he was in the

way of your radical abolition schemes. It was another

step in the betrayal of the people. Go with nie to the

townships in Indiana, Mr. Speaker; go to the hamlets, go

to the school-houses, and meet there the loyal farmers who
pay their taxes from their well-worn pocket-books—not

your flash speculators in stocks on Wall street ; not your

political or banking gamblers and swindling contractors,

who control this government, and who surround this Capi-

tol like jackals and unclean beasts, like kites and carrion

crows, watching and snufiing for plunder amid the mis-

fortunes that have befallen the country; not that class of

men, but men who are devoted to the old constitution,

who worship reverently after the old forms of religion,

who love their country and maintain their own honor

—

go and ask these men, upon whom you have to rely

for this government, what they think of the removal of

George B. McClellan from the command of their sons.

They will tell you that their sons love him as no chief-

tain was ever loved by his troops since the days of the

great Napoleon. They will tell you that, in spite of all

jealousies and assailants, he is the only man who has ever

gained a battle at the head of the Army of the Potomac;
and as plain people, will tell you that in their minds his

i-emoval was caused by the machinations, the mischiev-

ous machinations, of the radical element which prevails

here, and which is now running the government to de-

struction in this Capitol. This, sir, is' the firm belief of
the country, and you will have to meet it. The removal
of General McClellan was simply another chapter in the

history of popular betrayal and deception. General Porter
fell under the same influences, and pei-ished because he was
McClellan's friend. M^en and measures must all alike be
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iiljolitiouized, or tlioy are orusliod. Ko mau is loyal if he
fails to worship at the radical shrine. I Lave no doubt you
<;onsider niB disloyal for this speoL-h. What do you sup-

pose I care for your opinion whether I am disloyal or not?

I return the compliniout most heartily and sincerely. I

think you are disloyal, and there we are even. When you
say I am disloyal to my country, I repel it. In return, I

<'harge that you arc disloyal to the constitution, and I

prove it. And he who is false to the constitution, is false

to the country. I know of no country outside of that

instrument.

What is my country when the constitution goes down?
Is it land and water? Shall we adopt the dogma of tyrants,

that a government may exist simply by reason of force and
power throughout the boundaries of a given territory? I

say you are false and disloyal to my country—the country

of the constitution. Then we are even. No, not even ; for

I prove my assertion, and j'ou do not. And here, to-night,

on parting, I say to you that there is nothing lost on our

eide, so far as a poor opinion of each other is concerned,

•on that subject. You may call us disloyal if it will ease

your hearts any; but our opinion here upon this side of

the House is just as firm—I can speak for eveiy one here

—

is just as Avell defined, just as sharply and clearly made up,

that the majority of this House has been disloyal, in the

acts I have enumerated, and in the general scope of its

conduct, to the constitution of the country, as if you had

been convicted of overt treason, and stood ready to be

executed according to law. AVe go further. We think

that the administration itself has been rankly disloyal to

the constitution, and in that opinion the advantage which

we have over yju is, that the people who made the consti-

tution, and who constitute this government, are of the

same opinion, and sustain us, while they repudiate you.

That is our advantage on that point.

Mr. Moorhcad [in his scat]: We will have it all over

again.

^Ir. A^oorhecs : Yes, we will have it all over again, if

you shall ever be able to stand up long enough before the
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people to be knocked down. That is the only doubtful

question left.

But there is another feature in the conduct of this

administi-ation and its supporters that goes as a reason

why troops can not now be brought into the field as vol-

unteers, and a despotic conscription bill has to be passed.

The people of the country have seen public economy dis-

regarded. They have seen thieves and plunderers in the^

high places of the government not only iinrebuked, but

rewarded by promotion to higher honors in place and profit.

They have seen fortunes' more than mountain high made
in a single night by political favorites. I^o, sir ; keep still,

sir. The gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Covode, who
made a remark in his seat] can speak feelingly and know-
ingly and understandingly, I have no doubt, upon the sub-

ject to which I allude. He has his friend, the late Seeretaiy

of "War, the late Minister to Eussia, the late candidate for

United States Senator in Pennsj^lvania, I presume in hia

mind. I have no doubt it is a delicate point with him. 1

have by my side, however, my very distinguished and re-

liable friend from Massachusetts [Mr. Dawes], who always
comes to my relief, and if I can not prove Simon Cameron
and some of his friends plunderers and public thieves by him^
I will give up the case. [Laughter.] I hope the gentleman
from Pennsylvania will first settle with his friend from
Massachusetts before he even looks toward me again. Set-

tle that question among yourselves. The public mind has-

settled it long ago. I repeat, the people have seen fraud
and profligacy prevailing in high places. They have seeu
another thing in the progress of this war, and especially at

this time and in its present lamentable stage.

They have seen these conti-actors and plunderers and
lobby thieves surrounding the Capitol, creating a swell
mob in these galleries, the greediest of the greedy, the
hungriest of all animals that ever infested in droves and
packs the haunts of political oflal. They have heard them
the loudegt and most persistent for the continued prosecu-
tion of this war. No abuse can be denounced that we do
not hear the cry of treason from their hungry lips. What
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does it matter to them that the jioor soldier lays stift" in

the snow upon his thin blanket ? They go upon the motto
;.

" Put mouej- in thy pocket
;
put money in thy pocket."

If you think that the people are blind to this state of

affairs you are mistaken. They know it all by heart.

They know that those loathsome cormorants are encamped
here to eat out their substance. They know that they are

the Hessians of this war, and that no peace will be per-

mitted to revisit this bleeding land as long as villainy can

find pay in the coffers of the government, if this evil brood

can prevent it. But, sir, I thank God that handwriting ia

on the wall. The corrupt and impious feast of Belshazzar,

the king, his pritices, his parasites and concubines, is about

over. •• They drank wine, and praised the gods of gold

and silver, of brass, of iron, of wood, and of stone." But
in the same hour came forth fingers of a man's hand, and

wrote their doom over against the candlestick upon th&

plaster of the wall of the king's palace. And the fingers

of the American people are busily engaged in writing a

doom equally terrible against those who have turned the

temple of our fathers into a den of thieves.

The people have seen other things, however, to discour-

age them in the prosecution of this war. They have seen

you take advantage of the political condition of the coun-

try—you men who represent the spindles and looms of New
England ; they have seen you coming here and forcing on

the agricultural portions of the country a tariff which is a

robbery, a direct plunder on honest labor ; they have seen

you develop the most selfish, greedy, degrading element

of the human heart—the love of gain bj' unfair means

—

taxing the whole country for the purpose of carrying out

merely personal interests. To-day the western farmer, the

western mechanic, pays three or four times the ordinary

price for the articles which he has to buy from you, and

which he can buy nowhere else.

The people understand it well. They know that this

increase of price does not go into the treasury of their be-

loved country ; that it does not go even into the coffers

" where thieves break through and steal ;" but that it goes-
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-directly into the pockets of the millionaire, the nabob, the

monopolist of the manufacturing districts. They know-

all that. It makes them tired of war. They are sore at

heart, and see no hope of success, justice, unian, or consti-

tutional liberty at your hands.

All your boasts of patriotism, all your inspiring appeals

to the people, fall hollow and empty upon their ears. You
are to them, and in their sight, like whited sepulchers—fair

and enticing without, but full of rottenness and dead men's
bones within. Ton have been false to your trusts, false in

the conduct of the war, and false to the declarations in

which you set forth the purposes for which the war was to

be carried on. You have been false in the domestic policy

of the country, which robs one section for the benefit of
another.

Mr. Olin : Will the gentleman allow me

—

Mr. Voorhees : ISTo, sir ; the people have seen these
things, and they have seen more. They have not only
seen the object and purpose of this war perverted from a
prosecution of it in support of the constitution into a war
for the liberation of the slave and the prostration of State

rights—a war of proclamations, by which State sovereignty
is struck down ; but they have seen the proclamation mak-
ing black men free, very appropriately followed by one
making white men slaves.

I allude to the proclamation of last September, which I

attempted to discuss at some length the other day—a proc-
lamation subjecting to the President's will the whole popu-
lation of the country. This, too, comes as an incident,
and in connection with the prosecution of this war ; and
you have at last reached a point where the popular mind is

thoroughly impregnated with the belief that the further
prosecution of the war on the present line of policy will
result in the overthrow of the constitution, in the over-
throw of civil liberty, in the overthrow of the federal govern-
ment, in the elevation of the black man and the degrada-
tion of the white man in the social and political status of
the country.

The subject of arrests made under the proclamation sus-
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pending the habeas corpus, has been too ably discussed for

me to enter upon it now in any detail. The subject ha»

been exhausted by the eloquent, and able and distinguished

gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Vallandigham], who preceded

me in this debate. But, sir, it is a dangerous ingredient tO'

cast, by the passage of this bill, into the boiling caldron of

popular discontent and popular indignation ; and the popu-

lar voice comes up here to-night, ringing loud and clear

over the storms and dissensions in this hall, saying to the

members on the other side, "Go back to your broken
pledges

; go back to the constitution ; cease, as you value

your lives ; cease, as you value the peace of the country;

cease, as you dread the lurid flames of civil war at your
own homesteads ; cease these infractions of the American's

birthright—the constitution. Dare no more to lay your

hands on the white man's liberty. Go no further in the

line of policy which you have attempted." I say to you,

gentlemen, that, as the Lord God reigns in heaven, you

can not go on with your system of provost marshals and

police ofiicials arresting free white men for what they con-

ceive to be their duty, within the plain provisions of the

constitution, and maintain peace in the loyal States. Blood

will flow. Ton can not, and you shall not, forge our fet-

ters on our limbs without a struggle for the mastery. I

say this in sorrow; but I would be false to the people

whom I represent, false to my own convictions of duty, if

I did not tell you plainly here this night, not in bitterness,

but in candor, that the people are determined on this sub-

ject. The blood of a race of freemen is up, and will not

submit to this assault. The great American heart is fired

anew with the love of liberty, and the people are arousing

like the giant after his sleep. They have erected their

heads, and warn you not to lay the weight of your finger,

of your smallest finger, on one of the great muniments of

personal freedom which adorn the history of the world.

If you do, it is at your most deadly peril.

This may be lost on some who sit before me. It may

fall on deaf ears to-night ; but when you go back to the

people, you will heed it. They know exactly what the
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constitution is. ITever was there a time when there was
so much intelligence as now. Never was there a time

when the people read so much as now. They have got

all at stake in this matter—their farms, their homes, their

liberties and their lives, and the liberties and lives of their

children. They have examined the whole question. They
know the record by heart. It is to them a blazing line of

light. You can deceive the country no more, nor can you
intimidate or coerce it into your measures. You may pass

this bill to conscript citizens from their homes into the

army ; but if it is true that the popular heart is no longer

for the prosecution of this war, do you think you can com-
pel it to be so by force ? If the people will no longer, of

themselves, pursue war as a remedy for our troubles, do

you think you can make them ? Are you more powerful

than they are? Does not this government rest upon the

consent of the governed? Can you force the N'orth to

•conquer the South? Are you supreme? Sir, if the Ameri-
can people—deceived, betrayed, and outraged—are unwill-

ing to support the war policy of this administration any
further, unless coerced to do so by such legislation as this

•conscription bill, then let us stop fighting at once, and try

what virtue there may be in peaceful remedies.
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THE STATE OF THE UNION.

"TAe multitude in all countries are patient to a certain point."

—Junius.

[A speech delivei-ed in the House of Representatives, March 5, 1864.]

Mr. Chairman :—I arise to address the House to-day with

feelings of profound depression and gloom. It is a mel-

ancholy .*pectacle to behold a free government die. The
world, it is true, is filled witli evidences of decay. All na-

ture speaks the voice of dissolution, and the highway of

history and of life is strewn with the wrecks which time,

the great despoiler, has made. But hope of the future,

bright visions of reviving glory, are nowhere denied to the

heart of man save as he gazes upon the downfall of legal

liberty. He listens sorrowfully to the autumn winds as

they sigh through dismantled forests, but he knows that

their breath will be soft and vernal in the spring, and that

the dead flowers and the withered foliage will blossom and

bloom again. He sees the sky overcast with the angry

frown of the tempest, but he knows that the sun will re-

appear, and the stars, the bright emblazonry of God, can

not perish. Man himself, this strange connecting link be-

tween dust and deity, totters wearily onward under the

weight of years and pain toward the gaping tomb ; but

how briefly his mind lingers around that dismal spot! It

is filled with tears and grief, and the willow and the cypress

gather around it with their loving, but mournful embrace.

And is this all? Not so. If a man die, shall he not live

again? Beyond the grave, in the distant Aiden, hope pro-

vides an elysium of the soul, where the mortal assumes

immortality, and life becomes an endless splendor.

But where, sir, in all the dreary regions of the past,
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filled with convulsions, wars, and crimes, can you point

yonr finger to the tomb of a free commonwealth on which

the angel of resurrection has ever descended, or from whose
mouth the stone of despotism has ever been rolled away ?

Where, in what age and in what clime, have the ruins of

constitutional freedom renewed their youth and regained,

their lost estate ? By whose strong grip has the dead corpse

of a republic once fallen ever been raised ? The merciful

Master, who walked upon the waters, and bade the winds
be still, left no ordained apostles with power to wrench
apart the jaws of national death, and release the victims

of despotism. The wail of the heart-broken over the dead
is not so sad to me as the realization of this fact. But all

history, with a loud unbroken voice, proclaims it, and the-

evidence of what the past has been is conclusive to my
mind of what the future will be. "Wherever in the wide
domain of human conduct a people once possessed of lib-

erty, with all power in their own hands, have surrendered'

these great gifts of God at the command of the usurper,

they have never afterward proven themselves worthy to-

regain their forfeited treasures.

Sir, let history speak on this point. Bend your ear, and
listen to the solemn warnings which distant ages perpet-

ually utter in their uneasy slumbers. Four thousand years-

of human experience are open and present for the study of
the American people. Standing as we do, the last and
greatest Republic in the midst of the earth, it becomes us^

most deeply in this crisis of our destiny to examine well
the career and the final fate of kindred governments in the
past.

The principles of self-government are of ancient origin.
They were not created by the authors of the American
constitution. They were adopted by those wise and gifted
minds from the models of former times, and applied to the
wants of the American people. Par back in the gray, un-
certain dawn of history, in the land of mystery and of mir-
acles, the hand of Almighty benevolence planted the seeds
of constitutional government by which life, liberty, and
property were made secure. Abraham and Lot each gov-
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erned his household and his herdniou by law ; and although

they became offended at o;r1i other, yet under the divine

sanction thov refrained from the pleasures of conquest,

subjugation, confiscation. They divided the country before

them by a primitive treaty, and the grass continued to

grow for their ilocks unstained by fraternal blood and un-

crushed by the hoof of •war. And in long after years,

when the descendants of the patriarchs broke their prison

doors in Egypt, and la}- encamped in the wilderness, the

omniscient Presence came down and gave tliem a frame-

work of fiiudamental law, in which the popular will was
largely recognized. A sj'stem of jurisprudence was devised

for the people of Israel which protected liberty and admin-

istered justice. Under its influence, the feeble fugitives

and homeless wanderers without bread and without water

in the desert became an empire of wisdom, of wealth, and

of power. The liberal institutions of the Jewish theocracy

produced statesmen, poets, historians, and warriors, who
will continue to challenge the admiration of posterity by
the splendor of their achievements as long as generations

come and go on the waves of time. Thej- lived within the

immediate jurisdiction of Jehovah. They possessed the

ark of the covenant, and took counsel with ministering

angels directly from the portals of Paradise. With all

these evidences of celestial favor in their behalf^ it is not

to be wondered that they claimed an exemption from the

change- and mutations of human affairs, and boasted that

the seal of perpetuity- had been impressed by the divine

hand on the pillars of their government. But public virtue

became debauched; the pjopular heart corroded with the

iu.-t of conquest and of gain
;
primitive purity faded away

under the baleful breath of embittered factions ; the fires

of patriotism were smothered by ranking hate and the thirst

for revenge; and all these evil passions broke forth in the

voice of a malignant majority clamoring for a king. In

that hour of disastrous eclipse, the spirit of liberty took

her. flight forever from the hills of Judea. Thousands of

years have rolled away since then. The Holy Land has

been the theater of conflicts which rocked the world us the
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throes of an earthquake. Genius and heroism have there

blazed as stars in the eastern skies. There, too, was en-

acted the sublime tragedy of redemption—that tragedy

which summoned the inhabitants of all worlds as its wit-

nesses, and filled nature with agony in all her parts. The

eyes of mankind have be§n turned back and fixed upon

those scenes of immortal interest for more than thirty cen-

turies. But who has lifted up and restored her fallen system

of liberal institutions ? The people surrendered their rights,

their franchises, their self-control, and welcomed the power

of one man. The base act has never been reversed. As
the tree fell so it lies. It died at the root. Despotism

reigns undisturbed and unbroken, in darkness and in si-

lence, where once the light and music of freedom gladdened

the souls of the stately sons and dark-eyed daughters of

Israel.

And leaving the land of sacred history, what similar

scenes of human weakness and human folly meet us at

every step in the onward pathway of time. Where now
are those splendid structures which once adorned the shores

of the ^gean, the Euxine, and the Mediterranean ? Athens,

the eye of Greece, the school of the world—has her dismal

fate impressed no lesson on the thoughts of mankind?
rifteen hundred years before the birth of our Savior, the

light of civil order and civil freedom arose in the island of

Crete, and sent its rays through the vale of Tempe, the

rich plains of Thessaly, over the fruitful fields of Attica

and BcBotia, and hovered with an everlasting and an im-
perishable radiance around the heads of Olympus^ Helicon,

and Parnassus. It is true that kings governed in those

•early days, but absolute power in one man was unknown.
Laws made by the people chained the licentious hand of

oppression. The proudest monarchs of those warlike ages
governed in obedience to the will of the legislative depart-
ments. They enacted no laws ; they executed them as

they found them. A house of peers and an assembly of

the people shared the supreme authority and insured safety

and liberty to the citizen. Ulysses speaks of one chief
^' to whom Jupiter hath intrusted the scepter and the laws.
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that by them he may govcru." But he recognizes thiit

these instruments of government are bestowed by the

popular favor, for, when shipwrecked upon a strange

coast, and addressing himself as a suppliant to its queen,

he says

:

•• !May the gods grant you and your guests to live hap-

pily ; and may you all transmit to your children your pos-

sessions in your houses and whatsoever honors the people

hath given you."

But even this limited and constitutional system of mon-
:archy was not long borne by that proud race which drank

in the love of liberty from the free air of the mountains

over their heads, and the breath of the restless and stormy

ocean at their feet.

'• Those vigorous principles of democracy which had al-

ways existed in the Grecian governments began to ferment

;

and, in the course of a few ages, monarchy was every-

where abolished ; the very name of king was very gener-

ally proscribed ; a commonwealth was thought the only

government to which it became men to submit ; and the

term tyrant was introduced to denote those who, in op-

position to these-new political principles, acquired monarch-

ical sway."

Then sprang into existence that wondei-ful cluster of

republics whose memory yet fills the earth with its fragrance

of noble deeds and exalted genius. Liberty hovered over

that classic peninsula of Southern Europe like the angel

of creation hovering over night and chaos, and from the

fostering warmth of her embrace came forth an immortal

world of letters, of art, of science, and of law. The Mace-

donian, the Spartan, the Athenian, and all, lifted their

heads among the stars, and barely condescended to pity

and despise neighboring nations who were less free than

themselves. They pointed to Marathon and Salamis,

Thermopylae and Platasa, as the Americans point to Sara-

toga and Bunker Hill, Yorktown and New Orleans. They

kept their festive days of national deliverance and joy as

the 4th day of July ami the 8th day of January have been

commemorated and hallowed by us. They Houmled all the
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depths and shoals of honor, drank deep draughts from the^

very fountains of freedom, achieved immortality in every

department of human thought and action ; and yet, with

their cups full of glory for more than a thousand years,,

sparkling to the brim with rights and privileges more-

sweet to their taste than the honey of Hyraettus, they

dashed it to the earth, and its shattered fragments remain

as they fell. The lust of power on the part of public rulers,,

and the luxury, sloth, and indifference of the people, nursed

so long in the lap of prosperity that they allowed the

usurper to march on in his lawless career unchallenged and
unquestioned, worked the overthrow of the republics of

Greece. And what traveler, standing upon those blighted and
withered plains, has beheld a sign of resurrection for more
than two thousand years ? ISTow and then, it is true, a mur-
mur or a groan has disturbed the deadly sleep in which
that land is embraced, but it only shows that she dreams
of the past, not that she will awake to the future. Her'

birthright was abandoned by her own sordid hand, and it

can not be reclaimed. A petty power of iN'orthern Europe^
now gives a king to the countrymen of Homer, Themisto-
cles, and Solon.

But, sir, another name, more prominent than all others,

presents itself to the student of antiquity in this connec-

tion. Eoman history stands out tipon the canvas of time-

as plainly marked as the events of modern ages. We see-

Tarquin the Proud e?;pelled from his throne, and the foun-
dations of the commonwealth laid five hundred years be-
fore the Christian era. For the next five centuries we be-
hold a race of men who " would have brooked the eternal
devil to keep his state in Rome as easily as a king."
How fondly the devotee of liberty dwells upon that

period
! With what grandeur the names ,of the mighty

dead, and the sublime creations of their genius, arise to
our view ! In what does the boasted civilization of the pres-
ent surpass the achievements of a race and an age to-

whom the revelations of God were unknown ? Who has
spoken as Cicero spoke ? What historian has guided a pen
60 full of majesty and beauty as that which inscribed the
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annals of Tacitus? Whoso muse lias \vint,a^d a loftier

flight or sung a nobler song than Virgil's ? In arms, too,

what warrioi-s have iiuprovod upon the sicill and magnifi-

cence of Seipio and C;vsar? But it was still more in the

dignity and freedom of her jjrivate citizens that Rome
was great than in the renown of her most illustrious lead-

ers, statesmen, and orators. Kings of powerful nations

bowed their uncovorod heads before the Roman people.

The magistrates, consuls, and military commanders paid

homage and obedience directly to the i)ublic will. The
sovereignty of the people was absolute. The principles of

self-government were never, in the history of nations, more
fully or clearly displayed. Jurisprudence became an en-

lightened science, from whose pages a light extends to the

present hour, and under whose guardian protection' the

liumblest citizen of Rome was secure in every right de-

clared unalienable by the declaration of American inde-

pendence. But why linger upon the well-known story of

Eoman liberty and Roman greatness ? I use it but to il-

lustrate. The melancholy conclusion came. As the son

of the morning fell from heaven, so Rome fell from the

luminous sphere of liberty never to hope again. The world

_grew dark as her light faded away, and ten centuries of

gloom succeeded her downfall. And why perished this

mistress of the earth ? Xot because the Vandal ravaged

her borders—not because the Gaul burned to avenge the

victims of C;e~ar—not because the Goth beat her gates to

pieces ; but because her people submitted to the encroach-

ments of executive authority, lulled Ijy the syren voice of

:& false security, until at last they awakened to find their

-chains and manacles forged and fastened. Their links yet

fester in the flesh of the descendants of Brutus, and their

clankings may yet be heard in the forum where Cato

warned his countrymen against the approach of despotic

power. No deliverer hiis ever arisen. Liberty has never

been wooed to return. Once abandoned and surrendered

"by those whom she has crowned with honor and greatness,

an the midst of the earth she goes forth \\ith the air and
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feelings of insulted majesty, to seek more worthy objects-

of her love and care.

Sir, modern history contains no exception to the rule-

which the fate of ancient republics has established. Aspi-

rations for freedom have, at diflerent periods, ascended

from almost every portion of the map of modern Europe,

A system of confederated States built up and nurtured the-

free institutions of Holland for more than three hundred

years, while the night of despotism lay thick and heavy on

all the surrounding horizon. As revolted colonies, as States

in rebellion, the Dutch Republic maintained a defensive war
for thirty years against the whole power of Spain, when
Philip II. controlled the councils and commanded the wealth

of the civilized world. Their proudest cities were besieged,.

and fell a prey to pillage and murder. In pitched battles,

they seldom triumphed over the superior numbers and equip-

ments of the powerful Spaniard. Their country was trod-

den u:nder foot; their houses plundered; their fields laid

waste ; and the wild boar and the wolf roamed unmolested

through the streets of once populous towns. But the endu-

rance and patriotism of a people to whom no terms were-

ofFered except abject, unconditional submission, outlived-

and broke the rage of their oppressors. A free common-
wealth, the United States of Holland, arose and extended
the spirit of enterprise, commerce, and refinement into all

the four quarters of the earth. She conquered the sea, and.

subdued distance. The peaceful victories of her trade were-

celebrated at the Cape of Good Hope, and in the harbor of

ISTew York, in the Indies of the East, and in every latitude-

of th-e western hemisphere. 'Nov was she less renowned in

war. The broom at the masthead swept the ocean of her-

enemies, and the only guns of a foreign power, whose hos-
tile roar ever penetrated the Tower of London, were the-

gnns of the free States of Holland. Louis XIV., the grand
monarch of imperial France—when Turenne, and Luxem-
bourg, and Conde led his armies—poured the torrents of
his power against her for conquest and subjugation; but
they were poured in vain. She fought with the inspira-
tion of freedom, and made her history secure and illustrious-
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as long as a generous heart shall be found to tlu-ob in sym-
pathy wi^th the welfare and happiness of a liomit^ people.

But where now is that noble prodigy of liberal institu-

tions? "Why does sbo lift her beautiful head to the beaveiis

uo longer? Her glories declined under tlie burden of un-

bounded wealth and overflowing prosperity. Her people

relaxed the vigilanee of their guard over the citiuhd of their

liberties, and slumbered at their p<ists, while unlawful power
fortitied itself beyond sueeessfal attack. Thus she perished

ignobly by her own hand, having, throughout her whole

career, defied and held at bay a world in arms. And how
still and heavy has been her long repose! Xo awakening
convulsions shake her rigid limbs, or disturb her frozen

arteries. Once fallen and forever lost, is the mournful epic

of her fate. She takes her place in the dreary catalogue

furnished by antiquity.

But cross the channel, and take your stand on the soil of

England. She, too, has furnished mankind with a short-

lived experiment of republican government. Wrongs and

outrages inflicted on the English people—similar in kind,

but far less enormous than those which now oppress the

citizen of the United States of America—wrought the

volcanic eruption of 1640. The best blood of England

perished in the conflict between Magna C/mrta on one

side and absolutism on the other. John, Hampden bled

on the plaius of Chalgrave, but the royal Stuart bled on

the scaffold. "Wlien the strife died away, the British con-

stitution was found to be possessed and upheld by those

who partook of .the sacrament of the Lord's Supper with

bloody hands, and who enforced the sermon on the mount

with fire and sword. Tlify woic the ancestors of those who
to-day in this land are cnici tying liberty afresh, and put-

ting her to open shame. God does not allow Himself to be

mocked, and Cromwell and the Commonwealth of England

went out togetlicr, while a wrathful tempest raged around

the dying bed of the great but bloody and tyrannical Tio-

tector. Tlie incoming wave, the reaction in the tide of hu-

man affairs, bore back the dissolute and worthless Charles

II. to the home of his ancestors, and Englisliincn have
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never, from that time to this, lifted their hands or their

voices in behalf of a republic.

France iDoints to the revolting blotch, the stain of mingled

blood and tears, which her wild and mad attempts at free-

dom have left upon the page of history. We gaze at it but

for an instant, and turn away with horror. At the very

moment almost that the President of the French Directory

declared " that monarchy would never more show its fright-

ful head in France," Bonaparte with his grenadiers entered

the palace of St. Cloud, and, dispersing with the bayonet

the deputies of the people deliberating on the afi'airs of

State, laid the foundation of that vast fabric of despotism

which overshadowed all Europe.

Sir, I pause in this train of sorrowful illustration. I

tremble at their contemplation when my mind is brought

to embrace the conclusions which flow from them. But

shall we shrink back affrighted and appalled because the

.great lessons of uniform history come to us with a voice

of solemn and prophetic warning ? ShalVthe universal ex-

perience of the human race bring us no wisdom ? Shall

we wrap ourselves in a sweet delusion and lie down to

pleasant dreams, when we know by every chart of naviga-

tion that the fatal maelstrom is just at hand ? Will the

proud and daring people of America close their eyes and
ears against the teachings of ages, and wait for fetters and
gyves to convince them that their liberties are in danger?

Are they to be chained like Prometheus to the rock, while

the vulture of despotism preys forever upon their bleeding

vitals ? Sir, in my hours of seclusion and' study I have, to

the best of my humble capacity, held up the lamp of the-

past to the face of the future, and I call God to witness

that I would be recreant and faithless to my own conscience

if I did not proclaim, as far as my voice will reach, that a
danger is this hour upon the American people more deadly

than the juices of the hemlock or the bite of the asp.

This government is dying ; dying, sir, dying. We are

standing around its bed of death, and will soon be wretched
mourners at its tomb unless the sovereign and heroic rem-
edy is speedily applied. I will submit the facts in con-
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Sensed array on which I make this assertion, that a
candid public may jiidoo betwceeu me and that pestilent

class who, tailing to answer, resort to slander.

The American Republic was established in order to ac-

complish avowed and specific purposes.. The objects of it8

creation were left in no uncertainty. Its mission was
clear and distinct by the terms of the constitution. It came
into existence " in order to form a more perfect tniiov, establish

Justice, insure Joinestif travquiUitij, iwociiJe J\>r the comw,on de-

fense, promote the general welfare, and secure the blessings of

liberty " to that and all succeeding generations of American
citizens. Who will dare to rise in his place and say that

this government has been administered during the last three

years in a mode even tending toward the accomplishment

of these grand results ? Has the establishment of justice

been maintained ? The sword has been thrown into

"the scales of justice, and there is not this hour a court be-

tween the two oceans left free to decide the laws as they

liave uniformly been decided in England and America for

the last two hundred years. The very foundations of civ-

ilized jurisp>rudence have been torn away, and the whole

•edifice is in ruins. The Magna Charta is erased ; the habeas

corpus is dead ; the very soul and spirit of liberty is ex-

tinguished in the forum of the judiciary. ,To this sacred

sanetuar}', more than to any other department of the gov-

emmeut, the blessings of liberty were intrusted. But has

the present administration made them secure ? It is re-

•quired to do so by the terms of the constitution. Let each

mind give its own answer. Xot one right which con-

Btitutes the freedom and safety of the citizen but what has

been wickedly and wantonly violated. Prisons filled with-

out indictment and without warrant ; long and bitter pun-

ishment inflicted without trial or conviction ; the whole

jury system abolished by a stroke of the pen in the hand

of the executive or his subordinates in crime ; no witnesses

brought to the face of the accused ; no counsel permitted

to appear in his behalf; his house broken open and his

papers searched in the midst ot liiw pallid and terrified wife

and children—such are some of the evidences which exist
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on every hand that our free institutions are hastening to

their overthrow. And, not content with breaking down

all the ancient safeguards of liberty, new and malignant

measures of legislation have been continually devised by a

slavish Congress hy which to more etiectually reach and

torture and grind the citizen. The most innocent conduct,

a harmless word, a simple look, has been enacted into guilt.

The hired hounds of arbitrary power find conspiracy and

crime in the friendly greetings of neighbors on their farms.

Speaking of the period of 1795 in England, that great

modern philosopher, Henry Thomas Buckle, in his History

of Civilization, uses the following language, which I adopt

as faithfully descriptive of the conduct of the party now
in power, and of the time in which we live

:

" JSTothing, however, could stop the government in its

headlong career. The ministers, secure of a majority in

both houses of Parliament, were able to carry their meas-

ures in defiance of the people, who opposed them by every

mode short of actual viole&ce. And as the object of these

new laws was to check the spirit of inquiry and prevent

reforms which the progress of society rendered indispensa-

ble, there were also brought into play other means subser-

vient to the same end. It is no exaggeration to say that

for some years England was ruled by a system of absolute'

terror. The ministers of the day, turning a struggle of

party into a war of proscription, filled the prisons with

their political opponents, and allowed them, when in con-

finement, to be treated witk shameful severity. If a man-

was known to be a reformer, he was constantly in danger

of being arrested ; and if he escaped that, he was watched

at every turn, and his private letters were opened as they

passed through the post-ofiice. In such cases no scruples

were allowed. Even the confidence of domestic life was
violated. ITo opponent of government was safe under his

own roof against the tales of eavesdroppers and the gossip

of servants. Discord was introduced into the bosom of

families, and schisms caused between parents and their

children. Not only were the most strenuous attempts made
to silence the press, but the booksellers were so constantly



THE STATE OP THE UNTOX. IS^

prosecuted that tlicy did not dare to publisU a work if ita

author wcro obnoxious to tho court. Indcotl, whoever oj)-

pos^ed the government was proclaimed an enemy to his

country. Political associations and public meetings were

strictly forbidden. Every popular leader was in pei'sonal

danger, aud every popular assemblage was dispersed, either

by threats or by military execution. That hateful ma-

chinery familiar to the worst days of the seventeenth cen-

tury was put into motion. Spies were paid ; witnesses were

suborned ; juries were packed. The coffee-houses, the inns,

and the clubs were filled with emissaries of the govern-

ment, who reported the most hasty expressions of common
conversation. If by these means no sort of evidence could

be collected, there was another resource which, was un-

sparingly used. For, the habeas corpus act being constantly

suspended, the Crown had the power of imprisoning, with-

out inquiry and without limitation, any person offensive to-

the ministry, but of whose crime no proof was attempted

to be brought."

Sir, why are you, why am I, out of the vaults of a dun-

geon, and standing on this floor to-day? JSTot because we
are guilty of no offense ; not because the broad shield of

the law interposes its protection, but simply because the

executive has not yet seen fit and proper, in the exercise of

his abr^olute and unrestrained will, to lay us in irons. This

is the ultimate climax of despotic power. Each one of the

twenty million people within the control of the United

States holds his or her tenure to personal liberty—the right

to walk the green earth, to breathe the air, and look at the

sun—not by virtue of a free constitution, but dependent

upon the clemency and pleasure of one man. May I not

be arre.sted to-niorht? Mav not you or anv one else to-

morrow? Has it not been done in more than a thousand

instances, and have not the courts and the laws bicn pow-

erless to save? Wliile I am now sjioaking, may not some

minion who licks the hand of power, and whom it would

honor to call a slave, be preparing notes frtmi which to

testify against me before a military conimissiou ? 1 hive we

in the West forgotten Burnsidc, and the infamy of his
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reign in our midst? Will the inhabitants of the western

circuit in England ever forget the monster Jeft'reys and the

murder of Alice Lisle ? Will some poor, crawling, despised

sycophant and tool of executive despotism dare to say that

I shall not pronounce the name of Vallandigham ? The

scandal and stigma of his condemnation and banishment

have filled the civilized world; and the lethean and obliv-

ious wave of a thousand years will not wash away the

shame and reproach of that miserable scene from the Amer-
ican name, ^orae members on the other side of this cham-

ber have attacked with fierce clamor the great American
statesman and the Christian gentleman who sufiers his exile

in the cause of liberty on a foreign soil. So the basest cur

that ever kenneled may bay, at the bidding of his master,

the caged lion in the distance. Protract this iniquity, this

crime, as long as you will, however, the judgment of his-

tory will at last overwhelm you with an insuflFerable odium,

as certainly as the streams of truth emanate from beneath

the great white throne of God. "Establish justice !" "Se-

'Cure the blessings of liberty !" Oh, bitter mockery ! Justice

has been dethroned, and the blessings of liberty annihi-

lated. There is not one square mile of free soil in the

American Eepublic. It is slave territory from the Aroos-

took to the Columbia. Every man in all that vast expanse

may be reduced in an instant to hopeless bondage, every

home may be broken open and pillaged, every dollar's

worth of property may be swept into that yawning and
bottomless gulf, the national treasury; and all under the

sanction of the principles and practices daily exemplified

by the administration which now hurls us on to ruin.

But the " domestic tranquillity"—has it been insured?

When the present party came into power, the road to an
honorable peace on the basis of the Union was still open.

Before the inauguration of Mr. Lincoln, his friends and
supporters held the issues of life and death, peace and war,

in their hands in this Capitol. The records of the last

session of the Thirty-sixth Congress are immortal. They
can not perish; and as the Avoes and calamities of the peo-
2:)le thicken and magnify by the frightful war in which we
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are engaged, they increase iu value to posterity more raji-

idly tlum the leaves of the sibylline book. The baleful

brood of political destruetiouit^ts who now unhappily pos-

sess the high seats of national authority did not then want
public tranquillity. They invoked the storm which has
since rained blood upon the land. They courted the whirl-

wind which has prostrated the progress of a century in

ruins. They danced with a hellish glee around the bub-
bling caldron of civil war, and welcomed with ferocious

joy every hurtful mischief which flickered in its lurid and
infernal flames. Compromise, which has its origin in the

love and mercy of God ; which made peace and ratified the

treaty on Calvary between heaven and the revolted and re-

bellious earth ; which is the fundamental basis of all human
association, and by which all governments the world ever

knew have been created and upheld; compromise, which
fools pronounce a treasonable word, and skillful knaves
cover with reproach, because they are enriching themselves

at the expense of the national soitow and blood, was dis-

carded by the Xorth and accepted by the South when offered

by Mr. Crittenden. By it domestic tranquillity could have

been iusured. But an ulterior and destructive spirit ruled

the hour and flooded the nation with misery. And, since

the breaking up of the fountains of the great deep, who,

of this party, have labored to tranquillize our disordered

affairs? Who has endeavored, in the name of Christ, and
by the omnipotent power of the principles which He left

His Father's throne to proclaim, and for which He drank

the wormwood and the gall on the cross, to expel the cruel

and ferocious demon of ci^•il war that has howled so

fiercely for the last three years among the tombs of our

young and heroic dead ? Xot one, sir ; not one. AVise and

Christian measures, looking to reconciliation and peace

and Union, have been repeatedly spurned by the executive

and this legislative department which b<; holds in duress.

At no distant day, when the horror of tliis war can

no longer be borne, the various propositicms which have

been made and rejected in behalf of enlightened ne-

gotiation and a constitutional restoration, will be gathered
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up and hurled at those in power as an accusation more
appalling, an indictment more damning, than was ever

leveled against a murderer upon his trial. ]^or can they,

in that hour of their fear and calamity at which the

righteous world would laugh and mock, hide their guilty

heads under the assertion that the South will not treat for

peace
;
yes, peace which shall restore the Union under the

•constitution as it was written by the fathers, and as it

has been interpreted by the supreme judicial tribunals.

"Why came that wasted figure, that gifted child of genius,

the pui'e and elevated Stephens, of Georgia, from Rich-

mond on his way to this capital in the midsummer of 1863?

"Was it a trifling cause that moved him ? All the world

knows that his judgment and his heart. clung fondly and
to the last to the old government, in whose councils he had
won so much honor. It is equally well known that he has

never embraced the suicidal doctrine of State secession.

The right of revolution is the ground upon which he stands.

The malignant portion of the Southern press, too—such

mischievous and damaging prints as the Examiner and jEn-

-quirer, at Richmond, and the Register, at Mobile, who con-

tinually cripple the interests and friends of humanity
in this baleful contest—assailed Mr. Stephens for his attempt

at negotiation, which they averred would lead to reunion.

Yet, with these things well known, and perhaps much
more which now slumbers in the secret drawers of the ex-

ecutive, this great messenger of peace, this most accept-

able mediator between au estranged and misled people,

was denied a hearing, turned back in silence, and the fes-

tival of death commanded to proceed. The book of time,

in all its ample folds, contains no more inhuman or re-

volting spectacle. Those who love war, for the mere sake
of war, when the same objects can be better attained by the
gentle and holy influences of peace, are monsters of such
frightful depravity that the blackest of those murdering
ministers " who in their sightless substance wait on na-

ture's mischief," appear as angels of light and benevolence

in the comparison.

Sir, I will not here pause to dwell in detail on the usages
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of civilized nations in coudiu'ting civilized wai-fare. But
I challenge history, that '• reverend chronicler of the grave,"

whether in its sacred or profane records, to produce a par-

allel to the spirit and temper with whicii the party now in

power has conducted the awful struggle in which we are

engaged. Commence at the early daybreak of the world,

traverse all time, and explore all space, grope your way
among the vast hecatombs of all former wars, examine the

gory stains of every battle-plain, ransack the archives of

kings, cabinets, and councils, and no instance—not one

—

can be found where a people claiming Chi-istian civilization

has waged a war of any kind against a foe in dumb, foro-

cious silence, without a word, a sign, or a look in behalf

of a peaceful solution so long as we have now been en-

gaged in this cruel conflict. " Blessed are the peace-

makers "' was not spoken for the present administrators of

American afl'airs. They spurn the examples and teachings

of all Christian ages and enlightened people. They drink

not from the benevolent fountains whose waters were un-

sealed to gladden and refresh the earth by the divine IS^az-

arene on the Mount of Olives. They lave their lips, rather,

in a stream whose waves, more putrid than the river of

Egypt when smitten by the rod of Moses, taint the air with

pestilence and calamity. Nor are they wholly without

models in the past. The boundaries of civilization, it is

true, as I have stated, are barren of any precedents for

their conduct, but the dark regions of barbarism furnish

here "and there a ghastly and horrible example of fury,

hate, and revenge, which is now follov^ed by the executive

and his partisan supporters. Demons have occasionally, in

the mysterious providence of God, visited the earth in the

guise of men, to prey upon the human species, from the

mere love of slaughter and misery. Alaric, the Gothic

monster, never treated with his enemies, never negotiated

for a peace. The dying groan of a soldier on the field, the

bitter wail of the widow, and the choking sob of the orphan

at home were equally music in his ear. Atilla, the fierce

Hun, known to history as " the scourge of God," neither

eent nor received commissioners to discuss and allay the
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causes of war. He painted upon his banners the sword, and
the sword alone, and proclaimed that by that sign, and it

alone, he would conquer. Genghis Khan and Tamerlane,,

preserved by the pen of the historian for universal execra-

tion, found no pursuit so pleasant as calling for more men,

more men, more men for the harvest of death, and, like our
present executive, snuffing, with jests and ribaldry, the-

warm taint of blood on every gale. The patriots who sur-

rounded these barbarian chiefs, spurned with eager indig-

nation all proffers of mediation, all efforts at compromise,

all talk of negotiation, just as do now the patriots who are-

seated on the west side of this chamber, and who pay court

for contracts at the west end of the avenue. ISTor did Hyder
Ali, that more modern incarnation of unconditional exter-

minating war, regard with favor the suggestions of peace,

when pausing for a moment, like a cloud of wrath on the-

brow of the mountain, he swept down over the plains of
the Carnatic, and smote them with blasts of fire, witk
indiscriminate woe.

Sir, these are your examples. These are they who never
said conciliate, but always said crush ; who never said

harmonize, but who always said destroy; who denounced
fraternal affection, and embraced the doctrine of subjuga-

tion ; who never sought to restore peaceful relations with
their neighbors, but who always sought to ruin them by
confiscation and plunder ; whose voice was forever, like-

the voice of Moloch in hell, and the voice of those who-
now rule this nation, for war, for mere war, and war alone,

as a cure for every" evil—a remedy for every grievance,,

fancied or real. With what loathing and abhorrence does
a Christian world now regard these destroyers of their

kind ! All countries and every people utter a cry of horror
at the mention of their names. No pillar, no monument,
no fountain, no grove, perpetuates their place in the respect

of a single human being that ever lived or died. And yet
who will compare the ages, in which they enacted their
various tragedies, to the one in which we live, and call

them to such an account as awaits those who, in this period
of gospel light, have fashioned the administration of the-
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American Republic ou the principles and practices of un-

enlightened barbarians?

But I will cease to reason on this point by comparison.

I will grasp the naked question which tlie supporters of

this administration have so poi-sisteutly clamored into the

public ear for the last three wretched years. Is it right in

itself to treat with those who are in rebellion, with a view

to a restoration of their allegiance, and thus to insure the

domestic tranquillity? If we draw an answer from the

conduct of this government in former instances of trea-

sonable resistance to law, that answer is all in favor of

negotiation and compromise. Washington set the exam-

ple in the case of Pennsylvania, and Jackson followed it

in the more celebrated case of South Carolina, in 1832. In

our wars with foreign powers, the same course has uni-

formly been pursued. And we ourselves were the objects

of similar treatment, even from the tyrannical ministry of

George III., in the days of the Revolution. Commission-

ers from the court of England came to our shores more

than once a year during that struggle to treat for a return

of the rebellious colonies to the union of the British em-

f)ire. But I shall not content myself with the enlightened

precedents furnished bj- the history of our own and other

countries. Is there no higher standard of moral right to

which to appeal? Is the voice of Him who spake as never

man spake, hushed and stifled by the hoarse cry of passion

and rage? Have those pages which blaze with inspira-

tion, and which contain all the principles of national as

well as individual morality and justice, lost their light and

power in this unhappy land ? Can a government long sur-

vive, or hope to escape retributive punishment, which blots

out the doctrines of Christ in the regulation of its affairs?

Shall a sneer—the sneer of the Jacobin and the atheist

—

deter me from seeking the path of public as well as private

duty, in the declared record of the great Father of us all ?

Have Robespierre and ]\Iarat come from their dishonored

graves to dethrone God, and to give us the hideous infidel-

ity of the Trench Revolution? Sir, I ask you to go with

me to the unsullied fountain of Eternal Truth

:
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" Moreover, if thy brother shall trespass against thee, go

and tell him his fault between thee and him alone : if he

shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother.

" But if he will not hear thee, then take with thee one or

two more, that in the mouth of two or three witnesses

every word may be established.

" And if he shall neglect to hear them, tell it unto the

church ; but if he neglect to hear the church, let him be

unto thee as an heathen man and a publican."

In these brief but comprehensive sentences are embraced

the great principles of social harmony, individual charity,

and national fraternity. They were written by divinity to

convey a lesson of humane philosophy into every depart-

ment of life, and to every succeeding age. They furnish

the text for every treaty of peace which nations ever

framed to prevent the effusion of blood. They inculate

the duty of not one only, but repeated attempts at recon-

ciliation, and those attempts, too, upon the part of those

who have suffered the injury. Under the malignant

auspices, however, of the present hour in this afflicted

country, what a contrast is presented to these sacred pas-

sages ! iN'ot bnl}^ do we refuse to go to our brother who
has committed the trespass, but we reject him when he

•offers to come to us.

Sir, I take my stand on these immortal maxims, and ap-

peal to the native justice of the human heart. I appeal to

those instincts of charity and benevolence by which it is

allied to the attributes of Deity. The plain people of

America, those who with honest hands earn their daily

bread, whose wearing apparel is not purple and fine linen,

flashing with diamonds and pearls purchased by the blood

and tears of millions—to them, in their humble homes,

darkened perhaps by the death of the first-born, I make
this solemn invocation. Before that pure and unselfish

tribunal I lodge my cause in behalf of domestic tranquillity,

and tender the Bible as authority for the principles which
I declare. By the voice of my own heart, unseduced by
gain and unawed by terror, I know what will be the ver-

dict of an incorruptible and free people. But there is
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another class who preside over the ministrations of this

inspired Book, and wlio mingle with their ofierings to

Ood the poison of political prejudices, hcfore whom the

cause of humanity, union, and }icace need not be pre-

sented. That large portion of the clergy of the land who,

claiming to be the chosen agents of the merciful Ivodccmer,

fill the cup of his sacrament with rancor and vengeance,

hear none of the sweet, angelic tones which plead from

every page of His gospels in favor of that individual and
national charity which suffereth long and is kind. They
teach their flocks no longer to hunger and thirst after

righteousness, but to hunger and thirst for the blood of

their enemies. They ascend the sacred desk no more to

pray that gentle peace, like the dews of heaven, may de-

scend upon our wounded and distracted country, but to

declaim in warlike strains in the face of the Almighty
upon the delight which they feel in the infliction of human
agony. They have reversed the order of the millennium

which the Christian world has looked forward to since the

days of the prophets. The one which they hail in fond

anticipation is that in which every plowshare shall become

a sword, and every pruning-hook a spear; in which con-

scription, slaughter, and taxation shall go hand in hand;
" when the keepers of the house shall tremble, and the

strong men shall bow themselves, and the grinders cease

because they are few, and those that look out of the win-

dows be darkened, and the doors shall be shut in the

streets, when the sound of the grinding is low ;" " because

man goeth to his long home, and the mourners go about

Ihe streets."

To these men much of the sorrow which now overshad-

ows our homes is properly attributable. They have ever

been, and are to-day, the foremost enemies of domestic

tranquillity. Agitation on matters pertaining to civil gov-

ernment has been their clement. Sedition against laws

which conflict witJi their ignorant and selfish bigotry, has

been their favorite calling in all countries and in every age.

They have a higher law than the sermon on the mount;

and the word of God is made to fit the procrustean bed of
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their blind and furious prejudices, which they mistake for

conscience. Sir, I here proclaim as a fact to which all his-

tory attests, that wherever in the tide of time the ministry

of the Most High have assumed as a part of their duties the

control of affairs of state and the policy of nations, they

have appeared as the advocates of despotism, the friends

of high prerogative, the defenders of oppression, the allies

of tyranny—obstacles in the pathway of progress, enemies

to popular rights, and extortioners of the poor and labor-

ing masses. I might dwell long on the evidence which the

Old and the New World furnish on this point. That great

author and majestic thinker, Buckle, whom I have already

quoted, in speaking of the conduct of the political clergy

in the reign of James II., says

:

" They looked on in silence while the king was amassing-

the materials with which he hoped t'o turn a free govern-

ment into an absolute monarchy. They saw Jeffreys and

Kirke torturing their fellow-subjects. They saw the jails

crowded with prisoners, and the scaffolds streaming with

blood. They were well pleased that some of the best and

ablest men in the kingdom should be barbarously perse-

cuted ; that Baxter should be thrown into prison, and that

Howe should be forced into exile."

I pause but for a moment to point to the history of Pu-

ritan Massachusetts as a confirmation of my statement on

this side of the ocean. What oppression did a political

priesthood fail to approve ? What cruelty did they not

instigate and sanction in the early days of that famous

colony ? They scourged, seared, cropped, burned, and gib-

beted the bodies of those who were unable to conform

their views in all matters, civil and religious, to the reign-

ing fanaticisms, and then consigned their souls to the re-

gions of the lost. Carpenter, in his standard History of

Massachusetts, a work warmly partial to that State, says

:

" In July, 1656, several Quakers arrived in Massachu-
setts from Barbadoes, two of whom were women. Fully
aware of the contemptuous disregard for existing ordi-

nances indulged in by the more zealous of the sect in

England, the magistrates in Boston brought the law against
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lieresy to bear upon the intruders, and oi'dorod tlicir imme-
diate arrest. .Vt'tor tlicir persons had liocn oxauiined for

those marks which were supposed at that jieriod to indi-

cate such as dealt in witchcraft, no satanic signs being dis-

covered, their trunks were riiied and tlie books found

therein ordered to be publicly Imrned. A brief imprison-

ment was imposed upon them, but they were finally re-

leased and banished the colony. Several others who arrived

subsec^uently were sent back to England by the vessels in

which they came. About the same time a law was passed

to prevent their introduction into the colony, and imposing

the penalty of stripes and coercive labor upon all Quakers

that should infringe it Some of the Avomen

were whipped, and several men condemned to lose an ear.

. When seized they offered no resistance. Sen-

tenced to be flogged, thcj' yielded -with entire satisfaction

their backs to the executioner."

Finding that these atrocious measures were not sufficient

to crush out the liberty of thought, a law was. passed, says

the same historian, in 1658, banishing the Quakers from

the United Colonies of New England, and forbidding their

return under pain of death :

•This sanguinary and unjustifiable enactment was car-

ried by one vote only. Various staunch friends of the gov-

ernment strongly protested against it, not only as cruel but

as liable to invite the persecution it sought to avoid. The

result soon proved how well grounded was the fear. Mar-

maduke, Stephenson, AVilliam Eobinson, and Mary Dyer

•courted the danger to which they were exposed and quietly

lawaited the operation of the law^ In September, 1658,

they were seized, and, after trial, condemned to be hanged.

The sentence was carried into effect upon Eobinson and

Stephenson, but Mary Dyer was reprieved upon the scaf-

fold, and again thrust from the colony. Resolute in seek-

ing a martyr's death, she returned soon after and was pub-

licly executed on Boston Common."

"Oh! the rarity of Christian charity." "Will not vsome

New England clergyman of modern orthodoxy shed at

least one tear over the scarlet sins of his own ancestors who
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assisted in the murder of this poor woman on Boston Com-
mon, while he is weeping as if his head was a fountain of

waters over the landing of the Dutch ship with slaves at

Jamestown ?

But again, says the same friendly historian

:

"It was at the beginning of this year that many person*

of piety and good understanding were again led to believe

in the great prevalence of witchcraft in the province.

Prominent among the most credulous of these was Cotton

Mather, son to Eev. Increase Mather, for some time jjast

the agent of Massachusetts in England, and himself a cler-

gyman The alarm of witchcraft was again

sounded. The ministers fasted and prayed with the dis-

tressed father. The villagers of Salem also fasted and
prayed ; and the fear of demoniacal influences becoming
general, a day of fasting and prayer was specially set apart

to be kept by the whole colony. The belief in witchcraft

being thus solemnly recognized and fostered, it was not

long before the delusion, spread across the whole breadth,

of the province. The number of victims so rapidly in-

creased that many of the colonists, perfectly panic-stricken,,

became the accusers of others, lest they should be brought

under suspicion themselves. The execution at Salem vil-

lage of Mr. Burroughs, a minister of blameless life, was a-

terrible instance of the power which the delusion exercised

over the strongest minds in the coiiimunity. For fifteen-

months this strange belief had full possession of the popu-

lar faith. During this period out of twenty-eight per-

sons capitally convicted of witchcraft, nineteen had been,

hanged and one pressed to death."

Sir, let not these remarks and records of faithful history

be construed into an attack upon the ministers of our di-

vine religion. I have endeavored rather to portray the evil

results which flow from a desecration of that high calling..

To my mind, there is no vocation on this side of the myste-
rious river which divides time from eternity so lofty, no
career of life so serenely beautiful and bordering so closely

upon heaven, as the benevolent pursuits of him who ten-

ders the cup of salvation to the lips of a fallen world. A^
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halo hovers around his head which tolls that he walks in

the footsteps of his blessed Master. In the presence of such

a man, I would stand uncovered and do him reverent

homage. And there are many such whose pure and noise-

less lives pass almost unheeded hy the bus\', striving world,

but around whom the comforting angels of the Lord en-

camp bv night and by day. In their keeping are all the

future hopes of the church—the Christian welfare of man-
kind. The youth of the land should sit at their feet and

learn wisdom, and both young and old should rise up and

call them blessed. But in this bright category of human
excellence, this high galaxy of stars shining with an iin-

earthly splendor, there is no place for such as take charge

of churches by order of the War Department, and preach

the gospel as commanded by the President of the United

States. The vineyards where they labor will never bear

the fruits of peace, never smile with domestic tranquillity.

Before them I do not plead my cause. From them I expect

to hear no voice save the continued and protracted cry of

havoc.

But, sir, I will be told by the advocates of force and vio-

lence as a remedy, and the sole remedy, for our troubles,

that although the South might send commissioners to treat

for peace, yet they would accede to no terms save recogni-

tion and separation. In support of this view, certain prop-

ositions recently offered in the Congress at Eichmond are

cited. To my mind, they indicate a far different conclu-

sion. It is true they do not signify to me that the power

of the Southern people is exhausted ; that the rebellion is

crushed ; that a panic of fear prevails in the Southern mind

;

that a government, whether de facto or de jure, which can

maintain an army of half a million of well-armed men in

the field, is conquered. I do not see the evidence of all

this, as some have professed to do every sixty days since

the war began ; but I do see in these propositions an earn-

est desire upon the part of the South to conform to the

usages of the civilized world, and to bring this unhappy and

disastrous conflict to a close by the power of reason. It is

true that certain objects are declared for which they desire
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to negotiate ; but does that fact include final results which,

may grow out of negotiation when once commenced?

"What nation at war with another ever opened communi-

cation for a treaty of peace by proclaiming in advance the

precise terms on which it was to be concluded ? Such a

course peremptorily excludes the very idea of negotiation.

Commissioners would have no discretion, and reason and,

.argument would have no room to act. Such is not, in my
judgment, the meaning of this movement in the Confed-

•erate Congress. Sir, what is this contest ? What interests

does it involve ? They ai-e very, distinct and simple when
divorced from fanaticism. On the part of those who have

kept their allegiance, it is a struggle to maintain the bouud-

.aries of the Republic, and thus defeat the ruinous doctrine

that a State has a right to secede. On the part of those in

rebellion, it is an effort, in their estimation, to preserve the

integrity of their local laws, their social institutions, the

right to control their domestic affairs free from federal in-

terference. "With some, this attempt is made under a claim

of the right of secession; others proclaim a revolution,

which is the right of all people if grievances sufficient exist

as a justification.

But the people of the South are united in the objects at

which they aim, and if they could be attained in the Union,

and without war, would they not gladly embrace and accept

them rather than continue in a state of endless hostility,

which is destroying the very interests they seek to protect ?

"Why, the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Garfield] declared, a

few days ago, on this floor, that if the privates of the op-

posing armies in the field were permitted to come together

in peace, they would speedily remove all our troubles ; and
yet he spoke and voted in favor of taking from even the

wives and children of the Southern masses, who, he asserts,

are thus willing to return to the Union, the last foot of soil

and the last crust of bread by which life is sustained. With
such evidence, then, as this, can we justify ourselves before

God or man if we fail to respond to the action of the South
in favor of negotiation, which promises in advance such
liappy results ? Let all grievances, whether fancied or real,
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be considered by candid statesmanship. Let there be safe

and unrepealable guaranties adopted against those that are

found to be real ; and those that are fancied will be easily

explained away. Five enlightened commissioners from
each section, imbued with the spirit of Christian benevo-

lence, animated by an unselfish love of countiy and of their

fellow-men, meeting by the consent and encouragement of

their respective authorities, could, and in my solemn and
deliberate judgment would, in ninety days, agree upon
terms which would be acceptable to a large majority of the

American people, and by which the Union of these States

would be more lirmly established than ever before, the lives

of millions spared, the hard earnings of the laborer left for

him to enjoy, peace and tranquillity restored. I would
improve the armistice which winter declares to achieve

many bloodless and permanent victories in favor of the

Union and the constitution. I would not stop there. I

would extend the armistice as long as there was hope of

inducing the return of a single State. But suppose nego-

tiations should fail. Then, indeed, would this administra-

tion be armed with an argument in favor of war which it

has never yet possessed. This fact is well understood by

the executive and his advisers, but they refuse to negotiate

because they have reason to believe that the Union would

be thus restored and the war ended. But slavery would

not thereby be abolished, and the scheme of building up a

despotic, centralized federal government would be defeated.

The war, therefore, goes on ; the young men of the nation

are swept into their graves upon the plain of battle, and

the old men become slaves to the tax-gatherer, not to re-

store the Union, but to give a worthless liberty to the black

man, and to strike down the legal rights and privileges of

the white man.

Sir, upon this question of negotiation, concession, com-

promise, and union, I appeal for approval to my own con-

science. It sustains me with all the force of a burning

conviction of duty. By it I am lifted beyond the reach

of partisan malice. I api)eal to the people ! The voice

and humane instincts of honest nature will plead my cause
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in their hearts. At their hands I fear no evil for the coun-

try. They are just, and will appreciate a j)lain and inherent

element of right. I appeal to future years. When candor^

reason, and Christianity sit in judgment on this struggle,,

every line which records the history of war or peace in all

former ages tells me that their verdict will be in favor of
the principles which I advocate. I seize this hour of future

triumph by anticipation. That it will come I entertain no
more doubt than I do that I breathe the air of life this mo-
ment. I appeal, finally, to God, before whom I stand, and
into whose presence we all hasten to answer for our con-

duet and our motives. In that awful hour I humbly trust

and believe that my feeble eflforts to turn aside the devour-
ing edge of the sword ; to stay the hand of the great reaper^

death; to pause in the horrid woi-k of sending souls t»
their eternal account without repentance or pardon ; tO'

stop bereavement, woe, and tears around every fireside; to
brighten the mournful face of the land with the radiance
of peace ; to reconstruct and restore a fraternal and harmo-
nious Union, will meet with the approval of the Father,
and go far toward relieving the newly liberated and trem-
bling spirit of the terrors which surround it.

But, Mr. Chairman, what other declared purposes of the
constitution, for the accomplishment of which this govern-
ment was established, have been carried out by the policy
and administration of the party now in power ? Do they
promote the general welfare ? "With the principles of justice

everywhere suppressed, the blessing of liberty annihilated
throughout all our borders, and the domestic tranquillity

utterly destroyed, it is almost needless to inquire what is

.
left to constitute the general welfare. But it is my painful
duty on this occasion not only to show that the principles
of free government are dying, rapidly dying before our
faces, but that the material prosperity, the absolute physi-
cal i-esources of the country are perishing also. The wel-
fare, the strength and glory of a nation are dependent in
a vast measure upon the extent of its population and the
amount of its wealth. N"ext to the virtue and intelligence
of the people, their numbers constitute the power and dig-
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iiity of a State. The iinoieiit commiimlnicnt and the hlcss-

iug delivered to the original founders of the human race

were to he fruitful, multiply, and replenish the earth. And
one of the richest promises to the patriarchs of old was

that their trihes and their descendants should increase until

they became as the leaves of the forest and the sands of

the sea-shore. Every public ruler who by wise political

and social economy has rapidly swelled the population of

his country, holds a place in the history as a benefactor

of his kind. Every human being is a machine of labor.

Each head and each hand is a producer. The busy brain

and the active muscle are perpetually adding to the store-

houses, the granaries, and the merchant ships of the world.

It was a blessing and not a curse, it was in mercy and not

in wrath, that man was commanded to eat his bread in the

sweat of his face. By obedience to this command the glory

of civilization adorns the earth, and commerce penetrates

the most distant seas. The fulfillment of this decree re-

deems the savage face of nature, builds up the great marts

of trade, patronizes sciences and letters, erects temples to

art and progress, and is a forerunner of the Christian faith.

Labor is the fountain of all wealth and of all happiness..

^y'ations and individuals are alike utterly and entirely de-

pendent upon it for their prosperity. And national pros-

perity is simply the result of individual labor. The hum-
ble and obscure toil of the honest plowman, who

" Homeward plods his weary way "

at nightfall, is tlie source of all the nation's greatness, the

foundation of all its vast enterprises, the support of all its

boasted revenues ; it is the small spring breaking into a

rivulet from the hill-side, which, flowing on and mingling

with the other waters of its kindred, at last swells into an

ocean on whose bosom the destinies of the world are de-

termined. All the great authors who have written on the

subject of the wealth of nations have recognized this as a

fundamental truth. Adam Smith embraces it in the first

sentence of his immortal work. He says :

" The annual labor of every nation is the fund which
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• originally supplies it with all the necessaries and conven-

iences of life, which it annually consumes, and which con-

sist always either in the immediate produce of that labor,

or in what is purchased with that produce from other na-

tions."

Locke, in his equally celebrated treatise on civil govern-

ment, is still more explicit and clear upon this point. He
uses the following language, which covers the whole pjhi-

losophy of labor:

" 'T is labor, then, which puts the greatest part of the

value upon land, without which it would scarcely be worth any-

-thing. 'T is to that we owe the greatest part of all its use-

ful products ; for all that the straw, bran, bread of that

acre of wheat is more worth than the product of an acre

of good land which lies waste is all the effect of labor.

For 'tis not merely the plowman's pains, the reaper's and
the thresher's toil and the baker's sweat, is to be counted
into the bread we eat ; the labor of those who broke the

oxen, who digged and wrought the iron and stones, who
felled and framed the timber employed about the plow,
mill, oven, or any other utensils, which are a vast number,
requisite to this corn, from its being seed to be sown to its

being made bread, must all be charged in the account of
labor, and received as an effect of that ; nature and the-earth

furnishing only the almost worthless materials as in them-
selves. 'T would be a strange catalogue of things that in-

dustry provided and made use of about every loaf of bread,

before it caine to our use, if we could trace them ; from
wood, leather, barks, timber, stone, brick, coals, lime, cloth,

dyeing-drugs, pitch, tar, masts, ropes, and all materials

made use of in the ship that brought away the commodi-
ties made use of by any of the workmen, to any part of the
work; all which 'twould be almost impossible, at least too
long, to reckon up."

Sir, aside then from motives of humanity, what shall be
said of an administrative policy which is unnecessarily de-

popula'ting the nation ? Every ensanguined field of strife

•covered with the noble and once animated forms of Amer-
ican citizens, is an ii-reparable loss to the true wealth of
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the country. "When the last cull for troops which has been
made upon the laborers of the land bj- the executive shall

have been complied Mith, more than two million men will

have gone to the fields of death. In the year 1860, the

number of voters in the United States, including all the

sections, was four million six hundred and sixty-one thou-
sand one hundred and ninety-three. The States which re-

mained faithful to the Fniou containecl, at the commence-
ment of the war, about three millions. This may fairly be
computed as the number of laborers in the loyal States

three years ago, for while many who vote are too old to

work, yet, perhaps, an equal number are capable of labor

who are too young to vote.

It will thus be seen that two-thirds of the laboring pop-
ulation of the country have already been levied upon by
this remorseless administration, and drawn away from the

business of production. Figures can not lie, and the census

tables do not deceive. The prosperity of this government
consists in the labor of its people. This is its only capital.

In proportion as the population is diminished or diverted

from productive pursuits, in the same proportion is the

general welfare destroyed. And no nation ever long sur-

vived the shock which the abstraction of two-thirds of its

population inflicted upon every branch and department of

industry. A paralysis will seize every healthful function

of government. The sap of life will cease to ascend, and
the green tree will wither and die. The fountains will be

dried up, and the river will cease to flow. Sir, I am deal-

ing in no imaginary picture. Go to the regions of agri-

culture, on which' all else depends. You will there hear

the cry that the laborers are few. One man can not do the

work of three ; and two are gone, and but one is left to

sow the seed and reap the harvest. I have seen the wife

and the mother tilling the soil in my own district, her

children following in the furrow, and their father away in

the army. I have seen broad fertile acres in the West

lying waste and idle for the want of hands to place them in

cultivation. How long can this state of things continue ?

How long will one-third of our usual produce meet the de-
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maiids of onr increased and stupendous expenditures ?

How long can diminished production and multiplied taxa-

tion go hand in hand ? How long can you continue to de-

stroy the laborer, and at the same time raise a revenue

from the products of labor ? The tendency and speedy re-

sult of our present career are plain and inevitable. Soon,

very soon, the fruits of industry will prove inadequate to

meet the ^annual demands of the national treasury, and then

the land itself, the farm, the homestead, must be exhausted

and swept away. Are you ready for this ? Are you ready

for the land tax upon uncultivated fields, in addition to the

tribute which we already pay to fanaticism and corruption ?

If you are, then eternal war, vast conscriptions, no negoti-

ation, no reunion, no peace, will bring with fearful rapidity

the realization of all your hopes.

But in this profligate destruction of human life, and
wanton and wicked overthrow of the whole natural system

of American labor, how much longer do you expect the

toiling millions to endure in silence ? When the curtain

first rose on the hateful scene of this civil war, the country

was mocked with a call for seventy-five thousand men,
and our greedy ears were saluted from high quarters with

the fiattering story that the moon would scarcely wax and
Tvane until the government would again possess its own.

You tell me of statesmanship
;
you tell me of honesty in

the present conduct of our disastrous affairs. Sir, not a

plan laid down in the beginning but what has failed, and
not a promise made by this administration to the people

but what has been broken. The armies of the rebellion

still stand with defiant front almost within sight of the

Capitol ; and the hoarse and terrible demands of a new
conscription are now going out over the country, as fatal

to the peace and happiness of the people as the croak of

the raven to the life of Duncan. Do the few who now
riot in the lives and fortunes of the many, imagine that

they can prolong forever the deception which they have
imposed upon an anxious and trusting people.

But on this vital question of the rapid decrease of our
laboring population, and the consequent prostration of the
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general welfare, I will doubtlc^^s be mot by an indignant

denial from the other side of the chamber. I submit, there-

fore, the following extract from the last message of the

President

:

" I again submit to your consideration the expediency

of establishing a system for the encouragement of immi-

gration. Although this source of national wealth and

strength is again flowing with greater freedom than for

several years before the insurrection occurred, there is still

a great deficiencj' in every field of industry, especially in

agriculture, and in our mines, as well of iron as the pre-

cii>us metals. "Wliile the demand for labor is thus increased

here, tens of thousands of persons destitute of remunera-

tive occupation are thronging our foreign consulates, and
offering to emigrate to the United States, if essential but

very cheap assistance can be afforded them."

I am a friend to the foreigner—to the stranger who seeks

our shoi'es to enjoy liberty or to increase his stores. I

stoodby him when the executive and his chiefsupporters took

the midnight oath to disfrauchisehim because of his religious

faith, and oppressed him in all our borders. I welcome him
now with a warm and extended hand to the equal enjoy-

ment of all that remains of our shattered and defaced

institutions. But with what sorrowful emotions will the

people of this once proud land listen to the voice of Amer-

ica pleading with the population of Europe, and offering

them pecuniary inducements to come and take the places of

our lost and dead—to fill the empty chairs around bereaved

firesides—to supply the demands which war and death have

made in the cornfields and at harvest-time ! And yet the

destroying angel is to continue to hover in every blast ; the

fierce s[)irit of the glass and scythe is to pursue his insa-

tiate career ; the flower of our manhood are to be cut down,

strangers from foreign lands are to occupy their vacant seats

;

and it is treason to attempt to stay this horrid holocaust of

human sacrifice by a restoration of the government upon

the principles which were satisfactory to Washington !

The rebel chief at Richmond, who makes open war against

the Union, and the executive here who does not make war
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for it, and who would not accept its, restoration to-day om
the ancient doctrines of the constitution, are engaged hy
conscription, force, and violence in hurling against each

other the unwilling and peaceful populations of every sec-

tion, bleeding, palpitating, and mangled, to struggle, to

combat, and to die, like the gladiators in the amphitheater

of Eome, butchered to make a Roman holiday. These-

are facts which will not escape history, and yet the consent

of the governed is the just measure of power which a pub-

lic ruler can exercise in a free government, and we fondly

imagine that we still are free

!

But in immediate alliance with the question of popula-

tion arises the consideration of the amount of burden

which is to be borne. While looking on the one hand iu

sadness and grief at the depletion and destruction of the

laboring masses, we are compelled to tui'n and gaze with

apprehension and terror at the frightful proportions and in-

creasing magnitude of our public indebtedness. As ther

ability of the people to meet taxation becomes each day
more feeble, the demands upon their toil and their resources

accumulate with appalling velocity. I shall deal in cold

and steady figures. "What I assert upon the subject of the-

national debt I stand prepared to make good, as time, the-

test of truth, has done for me heretofore. On the 21st day
of May, 1862, on this floor, I made the following statement

:

" It is safe, then, to conclude that the year that is to come,,

and on which we are just entering—the second year of the

war—will swell the indebtedness of this government to the

alarming sum of $2,000,000,000."

The fierce clamor which broke upon my head here and
elsewhere for that statement will not be easily forgotten.

I was honored by an of&cial contradiction from the Secre-

tary of the Treasury himself, produced on this floor by the

gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Dawes]. Then came
the indignant outcries of injured patriotism from the

throats of that venal and slavish class who earn the favor

of princes and purchase the privileges of- plunder by echo-

ing the words of their master. But I appealed to time for
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my vindication, and now here again to-day I challenge my
accusers to the issue.

On the 4th day of ^^arch, 1863, when the Thirty-seventh
Congress adjourned, less than one year from the date of
my estimate, the appropriations of money from the federal

treasury, in the payment of the public expenditures, stood
as follows:

Fii-st session Thirty-seventh Congress $279,071,500

^'''-ond
•' " " 878,109,600

Third " " " 971,128,100

Total amount $2,128,309,200

It will thus be seen that in less than the time by me speci-

fied in my speech of May 21, 1862, that same Congress, of
which I was then a member, appropriated |128,309,20O

more than even I predicted would be consumed by our
alarming rate of expense. Eeports may be written by able

and skillfiil pens, and speeches may be made by eloquent

and plausible tongues, in order to disguise these figures

and delude the j)eople still further to their ruin ; but the

murder of the nation's welfare at last will out, and bank-

ruptcy, like an uneasy and troubled ghost, with its shriv-

eled face and skeleton fingers, will come to plague and

torment the faithless murderers. It may be an unwelcome
task to portray these facts now, but the hour is fast ap-

proaching in which the sons and daughters of honest toil

will lay bitter maledictions on the authors of this oppres-

sion, and thank those who have pointed out their danger.

In the report of the Secretary of the Treasury, submitted

at the opening of the present session of Congress, we find

his estimate for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1864, of the

expenses of the government amounting to $1,099,731,960.

It is true that he amuses the country by a conjecture that

a considerable portion of that sum will not be expended at

the close of the fiscal year. Ho asks that it may all be;

appropriated, but gently intimates that some of it may
remain in his hands not paid out on the 30th June, 1864.

But inasmuch as we have already, at this session, i)assed

deficiency bills over and above his estimates to the extent

of more than a hundred million dollars, I must decline
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making any calculation upon any lower basis than the full

amount of his own figures. Then taking the appropria-

tions already made up to March 4, 1863 :

As above stated $2,128,309,200

Add the estimate of tlae Secretary up to June 30, 1864. 1,099,731,960

And we have a total of $3,228,041,160

"We thus have from the oflicial records an indebtedness

on the 30th of June next, not more than four months dis-

tant, reaching the sum of 13,228,041,160. Pause for a

moment, ye sweating tax-payers, and comprehend, if you
can, the weight of this load. I pause with you, for my
heart is now at home, clinging to the scenes of intelligent

husbandry which I represent here, and which I seek to

save from desolation.

But the Secretary of the Treasury has given us a fore-

cast of another year of the future. Commencing again on
the 1st of July, 1864, and closing June 30, 1865, he gives

us his estimates of the expenditures of another fiscal year.

He places them

—

At $1,151,815,088

Add the amount already estimated up to June 30, 1864. 3,228,041,160

Total debt, June 30, 1865 $4,379,856,248

From this amount must be deducted the actual receipts

from eveiy source of revenue during the years 1862 and
1863, and the estimated receipts for the years 1864 and
1865. Allowing that the estimates of the Secretary will

prove correct in the future, which is exceedingly charitable

in view of the past, and we find tliat these receipts will

amount in all to $519,643,155. Subtract this amount from
the above sum, and we have left $3,860,213,093. To this

a,gain, however, must be added, at the lowest calculation,

$150,000,000, to cover the claims of States for advances to

the federal government, and the claims of citizens for the

destruction of their property by the inevitable operations

of war. Thus the public debt will stand, June 30, 1865, at

$4,010,213,093. Sir, in this calculation, I have strained
nothing in order to swell the amount. Far otherwise. I
would gladly diminish it if in my power. I have simply
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taken the amounts appropiiatod by a former Cougrese, and
added the amounts which tlie Secretary of the Treasury

asks shall be appropriated for the years of 18G4 and 1865.

I assume, and most safely, T think, in view of the past, that

all the money thus appropriated by Congress for specified

objects will be spent. This is all, and you behold the ap-

palling result. I do not stop to take an account of State

debts, which count by hundreds of millions. I pass by the

debts of counties, cities, towns, and various corporations,

all of which are a direct tax upon the people. I simply

compute the Federal indebtedness, aud j-ou have these

frightful figures.

Sir, this debt, now inevitably fastened upon the Ameri-

can people, has no parallel in the history of nations. Its

like is unknown in the annals of mankind. It stands alone

in its career of devastation. The power of language can

not exaggerate it as an agent of destruction. More than

four thousand million dollars! The debt of England,

which is now a permanent curse, is less. Yet, since 1829,

no British statesman has thought for an instant that it

would ever be finally paid. It commenced accruing in

Bmall proportions during the r^ign of Charles II.—two hun-

dred years ago. Succeeding wars rapidly increased it, and

•bafiled all the wisdina and resources of the English people

in their long and faithful eflrbrts to accomplish its payment.

They pay the interest and bequeath the principal, with all

its crushing weight, to each succeeding generation. And
even this burden on the labor of England is so great aud

so perpetual that one-eighth of her citizens are inmates of

the poor-hon:-e, and almost another eighth have been driven

by want from their native land. AVe are to tread in the

same blighted pathway, groaning wearily under a still

heavier load—the cursed fruits of a sectional party and

financial corruption. We louk out upon the field of the

future. It lies dismal and endless. bctoi-e us. There is no

land of rest in the distance for the tired tax-payer. There

is no promise of deliveiimce brightening the sky before

him. His step from this on is in a ceaseless treadmill, from

which he will ne^er esca[>c. Are you afraid, men of labor
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throngliout America, to look at this picture ? Will you?

turn away your faces and hug yourselves in the delusion

that all is well a little longer ? Will you punish and de-

nounce the faithful sentinel who cries out to you the-

approach of destruction? It may be so yet awhile. It is

in the heart of man to put off the evil hour. We often

take refuge from danger by affecting not to see it when we

know it is inevitable. Death itself at last surprises us in

the midst of the busy plans and pleasing aspirations of life.

The voice of warning dies away on the ear unheeded by

the heart. But this fact does not divorce a man in public

station from the performance of his thankless duty. I

shall here perform mine, and take all the reward I seek or'

desire in the approbation of my own conscience, in the

ever-present self-assurance that I know that I am acting for

the welfare of my country.

Sir, in order to enable us to grasp the mighty figures

which will sum up our national debt sixteen months hence,

let us indulge for a moment in -comparisons. The growths

of the American Republic, in all the elements of material

wealth, from its birth to the hour of its present misfortunes,

had been the marvel and wonder of all time. It had strode-

upon the loftiest peaks of greatness with an easy and fa-

miliar step. In peace or in war our glory was the same

—

the iirst of all nations. Our actions at home and abroad,

were upon a scale of magnitude which dwarfed the giant

achievements of history by contrast. But in all that time-

every item of our public expenditures would scarcely suf-

fice to meet the demands of one year under our present

system of ruin. Take the period of seventy-two years—
those halcyon days of liberty and fraternity—from 1789 to

1861. During that space of happy time, for every year,

and for all purposes, the expenses of the government were :

Expenses. $l,4o3,T90,786

For four years from 18G1 to 1865 4,010,213,093

Increase of expense in four years over 12 years §2,556,422,307

Four brief but terrible years under the present admin-
istration will have consumed more than three times as^
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TOUch of the wealth, tlic liihor, the tuxes of tlie jiooplo, as

ever}- other administration of the govonniK'nt put to-

gether, from ^Vashington to James Buehaiian ! Do you
still say, iu view of this startling faet, that there is no
necessity for a ehaiig-o in our poliey and iu our rulers in

order to save us from utter overthrow ? Arc you still con-

tent that this rare of expenditure shall continue ? How
long can it continue '< Ey the statistics furnished in the

census of 1860, the value of the real and personal property

of the entire Tnited [States, before war and destruction

had assailed it, was 812,084,660,005. Even admitting that

it possesses the same value today, j'et the debt is one-third

oi the whole amount. But every one will acknowledge
that an assessment of the value of the property throughout

the Vuited States now would not show more than two-

thirds of its former value. This would be about $8,000,-

000,000. Of this sum the public debt, in a few months,

will be more than one-half. Half the grain in the field,

half the horses in their stalls, half the cattle in the pas-

tures, half the hogs in the pens, half the land itself, every

•other acre will stand mortgaged for the payment of a four

years' dreadful experiment in the use of the sword, and

the sword alone, in attempting a restoration of the Union.

And even now, all over the land, the excisemen, the tax-

gatherers, are swarming to enforce the foreclosure of this

crushing and relentless mortgage. It is held by creditors

who have iron hearts. There will be no grace given ; no

equity of redemption. Abolitionism is the principal

holder; and then, contracts and fraud hold the balance.

But allow me to make an application of this debt to that

^eat State, a portion of whose people I represent on this

floor. The assessed value of all the real and personal

property of the people of Indiana, in 1860, was $411,042,-

424. The proportion of the federal debt \\hich will attach

to that State, June 30, 1865, will be $285,980,510. It will

therefore be seen that if three-fourths of everything which

the citizens and property-holders of Indiana possess, was

put up at auction and sold according to the ap[>raisement of

the census report, it would barely suffice to meet the de-
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mands which the federal government is making upon the

wealth and industry of that State. I am aware that all

this will fall idly upon the ears of those who are prolong-

ing this war from motives of despotism and .unhallowed'

gain ; but I speak to-day for the farmer and the mechanic

—for the laborer whose heart is filled with unselfish pa-

triotism, and whose hands ai'e unstained by plunder. I

call upon that class to carefully estimate these burdens, for'

on their weary shoulders they are to be borne.

But again. I will be met here by the fact that the pay-

ment of the principal of the public debt will be postponed:

from one generation to another, and that, like the people

of England, we will only be called upon for its interest.

Taking e^en that unworthy view of the question, let us see'

what will be the. inevitable annual demands upon American
labor in order to avoid open and acknowledged bankruptcy.
The estimate I make on the basis of peace, after this Avar

shall have closed, and the utmost reduction made consistent

with our altered condition. I challenge scrutiny into its

substantial correctness

:

Civil list $8,500,000

Foreign intercourse 2,500,000-

Interior, pensions, Indians, etc 20,000,000

War Department 120,000,000

Navy Department 25,000,000
Misoellaneous, light-houses, building 25,000,000

201,000,000

Interest on the public debt 240,612,785

$441,612,785

Every one of the above items is put much lower than I
candidly believe it will be ; but even at these rates we find

that each year of the darkened future the Treasury Depart-
ment will reach forth the hungry hand of revenue and seize

upon the fruits of industry to the extent of $441,612,785.
And the payment of this vast sum leaves us as much in-

debt as before, for it pays not a dollar of the enormous
principal. It is simply what must be annually paid ta
prevent instant repudiation. It constitutes the current
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expenses liy wliicli alone the government is (.'nablod to live

from day to day.

How, then, is this annual sum to be raised by the people ?

Taxes must be paid ont of the earnings of the people, and
not by the salo of their original possessions. Otherwise,

taxation becomes confiscation, and soon the citizen would
have neither the means to supply revenue nor to support
life. If what the laborer earns over and above his own
livelihood is not sufficient to meet the claims of the tax-

gatherer, then sales commence, by which the government
sooner or later will become the sole owner of all the estate

of its inhabitants. For annual payments you must have
annual earnings. The above annual sum must be paid by
a corresponding annual surplus earning in the hands of the

people, after allowing them to supply their own wants and
necessities.

Xow, let us turn to an estimate of annual earnings. The
State valuations for taxable purposes in 1850 and 1860,

according to an estimate made by the financial editor of

H'l.nt's Jlerehanfs' JIagazine, furnish us the average annual
earnings of the following States for that period of ten years,

as follows

:

California : 512,568,741

Connecticnt 10,566,994

Illinois 29,269,472

Indiana 30,214,097

lov.a 11,221,101

Kansas 2,500,000

Maine 6,794,300

Massachusetts 31,554,452

Michigan 10,767,602

Minne-ota 3,000,000

New Hampshire 6,413,284

New .Jersey 10,688,200

Now York 72,0:;9,810

Ohio 45,8(i;),780

Oregon 1,622,545

Pennsj-lvania 57,281,101

Rhode Island 4,7:i4,5i:s

Vermont 1,308,668

Wisconsin 15,426,882

$36l,l:il,86S
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I have not taken into account the border slave States, as

their situation is such as to defeat any calculation of their

earnings, at least for some years to come. It will be seen,

therefore, that the annual amount which from this time

forward must be paid into the federal treasury exceeds by

almost one hundred million dollars the total annual earn-

ings of the nineteen free States during a pei'iod of peace

and unexampled prosperity. Under the present policy pur-

sued toward the seceded States, half a century will roll

away before they will again assist the wealth of the coun-

try. Their whole system of productiveness is to be de-

stroyed. Four millions of annual producers are to become
idle and worthless consumers, and a vast bureau is about

to be ei'ected, by which the government shall support the

negro, instead of the negro, as heretofore, assisting to sup-

port the government. Time will show that emancipation

is the costliest feature of this war. Cotton, tobacco, rice,

sugar, will perish as means of revenue. The blow of the

executive, which releases four million hands from profita-

ble labor, imposes the task from which they are set free as

producers on a similar number of white laborers. It does

more. They are still consumers ; they must be fed, and
they will not feed themselves. The President unconsciously

uttered a philosophic truth when, a year ago, he said of free

negroes, " They eat, and nothing else." Nor can the negro

be much blamed for accepting this easy life when an insane

party tenders it to him, and lays the burden of labor from
which he is liberated on the neck of the white man. A
totally ruined and impoverished South, her pi'operty de-

stroyed and her slaves set free, all simply means the anni-

hilation of so many sources of national revenue, and the

consequent enormous increased taxation in the North.
Confiscation will not pay the expenses of its own machin-
ery and execution. As a means of replenishing the treas-

ury, it is not to be mentioned, except by madmen. All
history bears testimony to the folly of thus attempting the

liquidation of a public debt. It must be met and paid by
the fruits of the soil produced by labor. And he who
reduces the number of laborers North or South, white or
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l)]ack, in the same proportion multiplies the toils and sac-

rifices of those who j-ot remain.

Mr. Chairman, I need not pause to dwell upon the mathe-
matical certainty of national and individual bankruptcy
and ruin -which the foregoing calculations so conclusively

demonstrate. The humblest mind in the land will grasp

the fatal result upon which we are hastening. But some
supei-ficial observer, intending too to further deceive the

popular mind, will doubtless point to the surrounding ap-

pearance of general prosiierity as an answer to this portion

of my remarks. Money is flowing in boundless profusion.

Unnatural prices are paid for everything. A meretricious

splendor hails us upon the streets, at the rout, the assembly,

and the theater. The nation seems fattening on blood and
•carnage. But this high feverish flush which we every-

where behold is not the genial warmth of health. It is the

fierce hectic glow of a swift consumption. It is the herald

of death, and points to the tomb. What we call money is

not money, and the most gorgeous wealth has no value, be-

cause it is a prey to the monster debt. Frenchmen, more
than a hundred years ago, dreamed of a fabulous fountain

of prosperit}-, and located it in the valley of the Mississippi.

The credit of the Mississippi Company became the basis

of an illimitable paper currency, and both the king and

people of France hailed John Law, its founder, as the de-

liverer of their kingdom. It was treason to doubt the in-

fallibility of his gigantic scheme of human credulity and

folly, as it is now to doubt the wisdom and success of our

financial department.

Bancroft, the historian, well portrays our own unhappy

eituation in describing this great delusion of the French.

He says :

" A government which had almost absolute power of

legislation, conspired to give the wildest extension to what

was called credit. Law might have regulated at his pleas-

ure the interest of money, the value of stocks, and the

price of labor and produce. The contest between paper

and specie began to rage—the one buoyed up by despotic

power, the other appealing to common sense
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Paper was made the legal-tender in all payments. To win-

the little gold and silver that was hoarded by the humble
classes, small bills, as low even as ten livres (a livre is about

twenty cents) were put in circulation When
men are greatly in the wrong, especially when they have
embarked their fortunes in their error, they willfully resist

light. So it has been with the French people ; they re-

mained faithful to the delusion till France was impoverished,

public and private credit was subverted, the income of cap-

ital annihilated, and labor left without employment, while

in the midst of the universal wretchedness of the middling
class, a few war speculators gloried in their unjust acqui-

sition and enjoyment of immense wealth."

At about the same period a similar frenzy was raging on
the other side of the English Channel, and British states-

men fancied they had found the magic alembic by which
paper issued upon credit could be made to supply the-

uses of gold.

The trade of the South Sea Avas to pay the debt of Eng-
land in twenty-seven years, and Sir John Blunt issued

government bonds on the faith of this fictitious wealth.

Avarice and speculation instantly seized like twin furies

upon the heart of the whole kingdom. The glittering beams
of a false and deceptive prosperity gilded every present
scene, and illuminated the future with the radiant smiles
of hope. The British Parliament resounded with high
eulogiums upon thje financial scheme which was so soon to

release the hands of Enghsh industry from the galling

manacles of debt. We are listening from day to day to

similar speeches upon a similar subject as they are made
on the other side of the chamber in defense of the depart-
ment of the treasury. Yet woe and disaster followed the
experiment of paper credit in England as well as in France

;

and Smollet, the historian, relates the fate of their pro-
jectors, from the study of which the architects of Ameri-
can ruin may accurately determine the destiny which hangg
with certainty over their future:

" While at the moment a South Sea director was scarcely
safe in the streets from the vengeance of the populace, Law,.



THE STATE OF THE UNION. 171

the projector of the Mississippi bubble in Franco, was fl^^-

ing for his life from the people whom he hud beggared."

Sir, iu view of the oxporienoo of other nations, in view

of reason and of faets, well may the Comptroller of the

Treasury himself, catching the muttcrings of the fearful

rising storm, like the practiced mariner at sea, utter a cry

of terrible warning. In a recent address he fully confirms

the dark and dismal view which I have here advanced of

our financial condition. He says :

" Bare constantly in mind, although the loyal States ap-

pear supei"ficially to be in a prosperous condition, that such

is not the fact. That while the government is engaged in

the suppression of a rebellion of unexampled fierceness

and magnitude, and is constantl}" draining the country of

its laboring and producing population, and diverting its

mechanical industry from works of permanent value to the-

construction of implements of warfare ; while cities are

crowded and the country is to the same extent depleted,

and waste and extravagance prevail as they never before

prevailed in the United States, the nation, whatever may
be the external indications, is not prospering."

Sir, I take leave of the question of the general welfare.

The bitter hour of a people's bloody sweat and agonizing

tears will soon be here. The mournful shadows of its fu-

neral pall are already penetrating the once bright and

abundant homes of virtuous labor. The spirit of oppres-

sion is omnipresent in the land, and, like death and famine,

none will escape the pangs which it inflicts. Let each eye

which now beholds the sun take its last look at scenes of

plenty and prosperity. Our fall from bounding wealth and

unlimited resources to pinched and shrunken poverty and

cowering bankruptcy is as certain and as fatal, under our

present policy, as the fall of Lucifer, the morning star, from

heaven. And the exclamation of the laborer, as he toils in

a hopeless bondage to the public debt, may well be as de-

spairing as the anguish of the lost angel

:

" Farewtll, happy fields,

Where joy forever dwells. Hail, horrors ;
hail,

Infernal world ; and thou, profoundest hell,

Eeceive thy new possessor."
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And now, Mr. Chairman, what else remains ? What por-

tion of the constitution can j'et be found alive? "What

principle has been spared, preserved, or protected by the

• destroyers who rule the nation ? Have they provided for

the common defense against foreign powers ? The Emperor

of France tramples the Monroe doctrine disdainfully under

his feet. lie overthrows the Republic of Mexico, and on

its ruins erects an imperial despotism in immediate contact

with our borders. A prince of the house of flapsburg,

trained in the courts of Austrian oppression, becomes our

closest neighbor. Perhaps it is needless to complain of

this near example of one-man power—this European head

wearing a crown on North American soil. It will not be

long, if our present career is unchecked, until the terms

dictator, king, and emperor will be as familiar in "Wash-

ington as in the palace of St. Cloud.

But, sir, the saddest question embraced within the scope

of my remarks remains to be answered as I draw them to

-a close. Has the policy pursued for the last three years

resulted in the formation of a more perfect Union ?

No language that the tongue of man can utter would
form so expressive an answer to such a question as a silent

survey of the dreadful scene which lies before us. A gulf

of blood and tears, and all of human agony which the

afflicted race of men can know this side of the dread abodes

of the damned, divides the suffering and miserable sections

of a once fraternal and contented people. Statesmen of

Christian faith, imbued with the lofty spirit of Him who
gave His blessing to the merciful, could again span this

horrid chasm and bind together the torn and bleeding liga-

ments of the Union. But an evil star is raging in our sky,

and under its malign power the legislation of the land ap-

pears as the frenzied, murderous, disjointed dreams of a
madman in his cell. Such a penal code as now stands in

the way of the return of the men, women, and children of

the South to their allegiance has no parallel in the annals

of the human race. A thousand miles of gibbets with the
Wangling halter and the ready executioner ; universal con-

iscation of property to the remotest period of an innocent
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posterity ; the absolute extermination of a whole people

and the appropriation of the depopulated country to the

unsparing demands of a more than Norman conquest; the

utter extinction of every vestige of our present form of

government b}- States—all this, and infinitely more, is con-

tained in the enactments which alread}' stain the records

of American legislation. But why need I dwell upon these

evidences of disunion? The great leader of the adminis-

tration on this floor, the gentleman from Pennsylvania

[Mr. Stevens], has deliberately here announced, after all

our sacrifices, sorrows, and loss, that the Union of our fath-

ers is dead, and that he who attempts its resurrection is a

criminal instead of a patriot. He goes further, and admits

all the seceded States have ever claimed—their nationality.

They have sought in vain, in all the four quarters of the

earth, for recognition. They find it at last at the hands of

those who speak for the administration on this floor.

Sir, I deny this doctrine. I plant myself on the consti-

tution which recognizes an unbroken Union. I shall stand

there in every vicissitude of fortune ; and if 1 fall, it will

be when the people themselves abandon their own consti-

tution. By the principles of this mighty instrument, I

expect finally a restoration of the Union of the States.

Every hour which the party in power prolongs its control

of affairs, postpones the auspicious day, but as I behold the

future it will assuredly come. Material and indestructible

interests unite every section except that which prospers on

fanaticism. And I here to-day, in the spirit of one who

expects and desires his posterity and theirs to live together

in the ancient and honorable friendship of their fathers,

warn the Southern people not to look forward to separation

and independence, but to emltrace every opportunity for

co-operation with the conservative men of the North, who

will aid with their lives, if need be, to secure them all their

rights and institutions as free and equal citizens of the

United States. If this be done, tlie api.roaching presi-

dential election will bring peace, union, and liberty. But

if the peaceful,popular revolution of the ballot-box fails to

produce these results, then darkness will settle upon the



174 SPEECHES OF HON. DANIEL W. VOORHEES.

face of the deep, and the free institutions of America will

exist only on the page of the future historian. Four years

more of our present policy will leave the Republic an un-

shaped mass of ruins—a wreck more melancholy and liope-

, less than any that strew the pathway of ages. And here

in this fair young western world, as in all former times, a

despotism will arise from the shattered fragments of self-

government, to which each succeeding generation shall pay

the extorted tribute of its blood and toil.



THE THIRTEENTH AMENDMENT. 175

THE THIRTEENTH AMENDMENT.

[Speech on the Thirteenth Amendment ahoUshing slavery, delivered in the

House of Representatives, January 9, 18G5.]

Mr. Speaker :—It is my purpose to detain the House but

a few moments, and to confine my remarks to a statement

rather than to elaborate them into an argument.

It must have occurred to every observer that great in-

diiference has been displayed during this discussion, on

both sides of the House. The question of amending the

American constitution, upon a point of the utmost magni-

tude, has not engrossed the attention usually given to ordi-

nary legislation. Xor is this apparently strange fact any

reflection upon the intelligence or zeal of this body. On
the contrary, it attests their sound judgment and capacity

to discern correctly the eventful scenes through which we

are passing and which will soon become history. Every

one here by this time perceives that the existence of the

institution of .-lavoiy does not depend in any degree what-

ever upon the enactment of this proposed amendment.

The fate of the war in which we have so long been en-

gaged, has at last assumed complete and final control of

that ,<.n-eat question. In July last, the President, with be-

coming frankne-s at least, announced to the American

people that no propositions of peace in this unhappy land

would be entertained by him until slavery was destroyed.

This was plainly stated. I do not now recall it in order to

arraign the fatal policy, which, in my judgment, it in-

volves, but simply to observe that tbis purpose of the war,

thus avowed, obtained a ratification, by means however ille-

gitimate, at the ballot-box. Four years more of power was

thus given to the party which makes the destruction of

slavery a condition of peace as well as a condition of union.
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Upon the assembling of Congress here, a few weeks ago,,

the President, in his annual message, again asserted this-

condition as the only one on whicli the war could end. If

it is thought that I state the conclusion of his message toO'

broadly, it is only necessary to recall his proclamations of

freedom to all the slaves in insurrectionary States, and by

which he tells us he intends' to stand. Pie thus commits

the blood and treasure of the country to the overthrow of

the institution of slavery'. There is no escape from this

position, and I do not suppose he, for a moment, desires to

evade it. He told the people in advance for what they

should bleed and die in the event of his re-election, and he

simply reiterates his assertion in the message.

Therefore, Mr. Speaker, if the arms of the government

triumph throughout the region of the rebellion, whose
vision is so dull as not to behold the liberation of every

slave, without any other change in the constitution than

that which war and usurpations and proclamations have-

already made? This government now stands committed
to the destruction of slavery by all the means Avhich the

people possess, and at the expense of a thirty years' war,

if that lapse of time should be necessary to accomplish
the result.

But I'everse the picture, and suppose, for the sake of
argument, that the rebellion becomes a success, and South-

ern independence lifts its head from the desolations of war.

Slavery is at once beyond our reach. We would have-

amended our constitution in order to apply the amendment
to a foreign power. But, sir, long before a final result is ob-

tained by arms on either side of this baleful contest, I think

I foresee the relinquishment of this domestic institution by
the action of the South itself. I can not close my eyes to th&
events which are there transpiring. General Lee, on whose
shoulders rests the entire cause for which the South drew
the sword, asks for negro troops, and they will be raised.

Slavery can no longer exist when that policy is adopted.

An army of liberated slaves is totally inconsistent with the-

discipline and police regulations by which alone the rela-

tion of master and slave is maintained, and rendered mutu-
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ally advantageous. The fact is understood and appreciated

by the public opinion of the South, and while yielding to

it us a necessity, in order to raise soldiers and recruit their

diminished armies, they will make the consequent and in-

evitable abolition of slavery ii virtue in the eyes of the

people of Europe, and seek for recognition and protection

on that account. IIow far they are likely to succeed in

thus enlisting the sympathy and aid of foreign powers is a

question well worth the anxious consideration of the ablest

statesmen now intrusted with power.

Sir, in view of these facts, which are open to every eye,

I hold that the question of slavery is rapidly diminishing

in importance. Whether for better or for worse, it is pass-

ing away. I shall not stop in this connection to inquire

whether such a result is worth the terrible sacrifice which
is required to secure it ; whether the doubtful blessings

wliieh we confer upon four million negroes, by setting them
free, is not too dearly purchased at the expense of the

blood and tears and toil which this war has entailed upon

the land. My views upon all these and kindred points are

well known. I am now simply dealing with facts, which

all are bound to accept, and which the party that I belong

to. at least, have no power to change. I foresee, it is true,

nther and most vital issues which will grow out of the de-

struction of slavery, and which will divide the councils of

men in the future. The party now in power will seek to

enfranchise the liberated negro, to make him a voter, a

juror, and eligible to office. This has already been done

in many States in which that party has the ascendency,

and the bill recently introduced by the gentleman from

Ohio [Mr. Ashley], purporting to be a bill for the recon-

struction of the Union, provides for the exercise of these

privileges, by the emancipated black man, throughout all

the seceded States, when they are once more reduced to

obedience. On all these questions, sir, we will meet you

at the XJroper time. I shall do no more than allude to

them now.

But, although I regard the act of the House to-day, on

this proposed amendment to the constitution, with total
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indifference, so far as the existence of the institution of

slavery is concerned, yet I shall vote against its passage.

I shall give my reasons, but not elaborate them. I hold

that this is an improper time to amend the fundamental

law of the country. Such an act should not be consum-

mated amid the fiery passions and vehement hates engen-

dered by civil war. It should be the work of calmness

and of peace. It is to last for all time. There is an idea

of perpetuity attached to constitutions and constitutional

amendments which does not belong to ordinary acts of

legislation. They should, therefore, be the work of un-

clouded wisdom, and not spring from the wrath and smoke
of the battle-field. If we have spent a large portion of

our time here, since the war commenced, in repealing or

revising or amending our hasty and crude legislation, it

should admonish us to refrain from laying a rude and in-

novating hand on the constitution itself. When the sky

shall again be clear over our heads, a peaceful sun illumi-

nating the land, and our great household of States all at

home in harmony once more, then will be the time to con-

sider what changes, if any, this generation desires to make
on the work of Washington, Madison, and the revered

sages of our antiquity.

I hold that it is an act of bad faith, on the part of those

in power, to seize this time of patriotic sacrifice, on the

part of all, to carry out and culminate a favorite partisan

scheme, against which nearly two million voters protested

at the late election. But this conduct has grown familiar

to us all, and I barely make the suggestion, as worthy of

consideration, in connection with the whole political career

M'hich this war has been made to pursue under the dic-

tation of an unhealthy fanaticism.

Bat I hold, finally, that the constitution does not au-

thorize an amendment to be made, by which any State or

citizen shall be divested of acquired rights of property or

of established political franchises. The construction which
our fathers gave to the constitution, and to which we have
all hitherto adhered, guaranteed to the slaveholding States

the right of property in slaves. This proposition is too
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Tvell settled for discussion. It needs only to be stated. It

is true that the provision of the constitution which author-

izes its amendment, is very broad and contains but one ex-

press limitation. But it is always implied as a limitation

of power, that a well-settlod principle of public law shall

not be violated. To majorities are intrusted great and di-

versified powers, but among them, however great and nu-

merous, is never granted the power to rob a minority of

its vested rights. This amendment, in my judgment, pro-

poses to commit this wrong in regard to every slave State

on which it can ever be brought to operate. I deny the

power. If it can be exercised on the subject of slavery, it

can on all others. If the rights of a State and of its citi-

zens, on this subject, can be destroyed, all other rights may
perish by similar usurpations of power. A minority would
thus be left no resource save that of revolution. I can not

give my sanction to a measure fraught with the entire

overthrow of the wholesome doctrine, that States have cer-

tain reseiwed sovereign rights which no external power

can take away.

I have thus very briefly given the views which control

my action on this question, and now take leave of it,

«imply expressing the hope that whatever may be done

may advance the happiness of the people.
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DEFENSE OF MARY HARRIS.

[An argument delivered at Washington, D. C, July 18, 1865, upon the triaP

of Mary Harris, indicted for the murder of Adoniram J. Burroughs.]

It is not necessary for me to attempt to increase your

sense of the solemnity of the issue which is placed in your

hands. JSTor need I dwell upon the fact that this is one of

the most remarkable cases ever submitted to a jury for

trial. In many of its aspects it wears features more start-

ling and extraordinary than we have hitherto met with in

the annals of jurisprudence. There is no man in this

court-room, no one throughout this broad land, whatever

his experience or profession may be, who has ever seen its

like in all respects before.

A few months ago, in open day, in one of the public

buildings of this capital, and in the presence of numerous

observers, a human being was shot down by the frail hand
of the prisoner at the bar, and sent to his final, dread ac-

count. The homicide mentioned in the indictment was
thus committed ; and, if it was deliberate, rational murder,

then the blood of innocence is crying unappeased from the

ground. But what are the elements which constitute this

baleful crime ? From that hour presaging woe to the human
race, when the first man born of woman became a murderer,

down to the present time, we have on record the frightful

characteristics of the murderer. He is a being in whose
heart the fires of malice and hate glow in perpetual fiames,

in whose face the image of God is blotted out, in whose

eyes the light of mercy and love is forever quenched, who
lies in wait like the tiger for his prey, and who strikes hia

unsuspecting and unoffending victim from motives of re-

venge or the lust of gain. Around such a being there

centers every conception of horror which the human mind
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can oinbraeo. All uature, animate and inanimate, the very

oartli and sky, roooil from liimwlio bears tbe primal curse,

iind there is uo comnmnion for his blackened spirit this

side of the abodes of the lost.

But turn from this faint picture of a real murderer to the

delicate, gentle being before you. We are told that delib-

erate and atrocious murder has. been committed, and that

the criminal is in court. We are told that a brutal assas-

sination has been accomplished, and that the lurking and
ferocious assassin is in our presence. Where, gentlemen,

where ? Am I to be told that this heart-broken young girl,

with her innocent, appealing face, and look of supplicating

dependence on you, is the tierce and malignant monster of

guilt which is described in the indictment and in the in-

flammatory language of the prosecution ? Am I to be told

that her heart conceived and her hand executed that crime

for which the Almighty marked the brow of Cain ?

Let us pause and reason together for a few moments on

a primary question in this case. The life of this defend-

ant, from the days of her early and happy childhood to the

present hour, has been investigated and laid open before

you. Every trait of her character, all the general inci-

<Jents of her conduct since she was ten years old, have been

elucidated and detailed in your hearing. Of what vice has

she ever been guilty ? In what immorality has she ever

indulged? Xot one, at no time, and under uo circum-

stances. Her life has been amiable, kind, affectionate,

blameless, and pure. Troops of friends, of the best and

most irreproachable in the land, have gathered about her

lu her quiet sphere at every stage of her checkered exist-

ence. These files of depositions, declaring all her ways for

nearly ten years past, attest these facts. Then, at the very

threshold of this case, you are to answer this question

:

Can a young and generous mind, wholly uncontaminated

with vice, unsullied and unstained by contact with the evil

practices of life, without previous training even in the

contemplation of crime, at once, while in a healthy state,

in the undisturbed enjoyment of all its faculties, incur that

^wful grade of guilt at which civilized human uature in all
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ages stand aghast? Is it within your experience that the-

soil of virtue bears spontaneously the hideous fruits of vice ?"

Are there no gradations in human character and conduct?

Where is the hardened criminal who ever ascended th&

gibbet in expiation of his ofl'enses who has not marked his

downfall from small beginnings, increasing gradually and
swelling in volume until he was hurled onward to the com-

mission of those gigantic crimes for which the law claimed

his life as forfeit? And yet you ai'e called on to believe

that this defendant, at one single bound, sprang from th&

paths of virtue, gentleness, and purity, without any inter-

vening preparation, to the highest and most revolting grade

of guilt and ferocity known to human society. Those
who have predetermined her guilt and passed a verdict in

advance of the evidence and the law may indulge in this

absurd and repulsive philosophy. They may cherish this

libel on human natui'e ; and, in doing so, they may as Avell

go further. Let the school-houses be torn down and the

churches abandoned. The instruction and moral culture

of youth are useless and in vain. The precepts of morality

and the principles of religion afford no security to the-

minds of their possessors from the sudden, instantaneous-

development of the most appalling wickedness.

In the name of reason and universal experience I utterly

repudiate this shocking theory, which the prosecution is

forced to embrace before it can proceed a single step against

the life of this girl. In the name of undefiled and virtuous

human nature, I repel it. In the name of innocent child-

hood and unstained womanhood, in the name of your own
dear ones at home, I pronounce it a slander upon those-

holy attributes of the human heart which tend uxiward and
ally us with heaven. I deny that Mary Harris is a crim-

inal. I deny that any murder has been committed. I deny
that this young prisoner is responsible for the death of

A. J. Burroughs. I assert that his death was not a crime,.

He was not slain in violation of law, for off'enses against

the law can only come by those who possess a sound mind
and an unimpaired intelligence. And now, invoking youi-

attention, I shall proceed to show you, from the story of her-
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life, which must constitute her defense, that it is not your

duty to \i\\ your hands in further punishment on the suffer-

ing head of Mary Harris, hut that it will rather be your

pleasing task to oiien her prison doors and bid her go free,

attended by the ohavitablo blessings of all Christian people.

"Who is this unfortunate defendant, and whence came

she, when her weary feet bore her still more weary heart

to this crowded oai>ital? A short time since, and but few

here could have answered ; but now all is known. We see

at a single glance a gliding, panoramic view of the life of

an earnest, devoted girl. Our eyes first rest upon a point

nearly ten years ago. At this time Mary Harris was a

beautiful and happy child, some ten years of age, in the

town of Burlington, Iowa. In that hour of tender child-

hood, the evidence shows that Burroughs first met her ; and

would to God that in that hour she had died ! Gentle

memories would have clustered around her j)eaceful grave,

and this bitter cup, whose very dregs she is now drinking,,

would have been spared her. There is a mercy at times in

death, for which the stricken soul longs and gasps as the

parched and feverish earth does for the cooling rain. But

He who notes the sparrow fall, and has a design in all the

ways of men, ordered it otherwise; and she is here to-day,

weary and heavily laden, but humbly submitting to the

Providence by which her own will has been overruled and

her actions guided.

Burroughs, at this time, gentlemen, was a man of com-

paratively mature age, more than twice her senior—as he

afterward in his letters declares—almost old enough to be her

father. She sat upon his knee in the purity of unconscious

childhood. I speak now from the evidence furnished by

his own letters of a later period, and also from the testi-

mony of those who witnessed at that time their constant

intercourse, lie proposed to mold and fashion her mind

by the superior force of his own age, experience, and will,

in order that she might, at a future period, make him a

suitable wife. There is no room to doubt upon this point.

Let those ninety-two letters here produced in court make

their appeal. They speak in no uncertain tone. They
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show us robust, developed manhood, seeking the ascend-

ency over a confiding child. They show us maturity and

strength striving for the mastery over inexperience and

weakness. He assumes even a paternal interest, and

teaches her young heart literally to leave father and

mother and cleave unto him. We hear it stated that no

marriage engagement ever existed between them. The
miserable desire to inflict indiscriminate punishment upon
the innocent as well as the guilty would even deny this

plain fact, which is established by almost every line of the

evidence to which you have listened. The prosecution

itself proved that at one time the very day was fixed for

the fulfillment of their oft-repeated vows.

Under these circumstances, need I dwell at length upon
the imperious nature of the influence which he obtained

over her? The child became absorbed in the man. What
else could happen ? They walked the pathway of life hand
in hand for many long years of hope and fond anticipation.

He taught her to regard him as her future destiny. He
was all the world to her. Her heart opened and expanded
jinder the influence of his smile, as the bud becomes a
flower beneath the rays of the sun. She grew up to woman-
hood in unquestioning obedience to his will. The ties by
which she was bound to him were the growth of years, and
embraced all the strength of her whole being. And did all

this have no efi'ect on the subsequent condition of her mind
when disaster came ? He had carried her to the highest
pinnacle of happiness and hope. She stood upon the sum-
mit ofjoyous expectations, and all around her was sunshine
and gladness. Well might she exclaim to my learned and
eminent brother, as she paced her prison floor, " Oh ! Mr.
Bradley, you should have seen me then; I was so happy!"
Yes, though poor and humble, yet she loved and was be-
loved, and it was enough ; she was content. For in that
hour, when a virtuous woman feels for the first time that
she possesses the object of her devotion, there comes to her
a season of bliss which brightens all the earth before her.
The mother watching her sleeping babe has an exclusive
joy beyond the comprehension of all hearts but her own.
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The wife who is graced by hei- husband's love is more
bcautifull}- aiTiiyed thau the lilies, aud envies not the dia-

•dems of queens. But to the young ^•ilgin heart, more thaa

all, when the kindling inspiration of its first and sacred

love is accompanied by a knowledge that for it in retui-n

there burns a holy flame, there comes an ccstacy of the

soul, a rapturous exaltation, more divine thau will ever

again be tasted this side of the bright waters and perennial

fountains of Paradise. The stars grow brighter, the earth

more beautiful, and the world for her is filled with a deli-

cious melody. This, peculiarly, is woman's sphere of hap-

piness. There she conceutrates all the wealth, the uu-

t^carehable riches of her heart, and stakes them all upon the

single hazard. If she loses, all is lost ; and night and thick

-darkness settle down upon her pathway. It is not so with

man. His theater is broader. Xo single passion can so

powerfully absorb him. A variety of interests appeal to

Mm at every step. If disappointment overtakes him, a

wide and open horizon invites him to new enterprises,

which will relieve him of that still, deep, brooding in-

tensity which is the pregnant parent of woe, insanity, and

•death to woman.
I am speaking now ofgeneral principles ; but every word

that I have said is applicable to the case of Mary Harris.

For when her parents, distrusting Burroughs, and fearing

that very treachery which afterward blasted her life as

well as his own, endeavored to break oft" the connection

and wed her to another, who, from their previous history,

could for a moment doubt the result ? He went to Chicago,

-and advised her to do the same in order to be near him.

Gentlemen, the language which faithful woman holds to

the object of her love when the hour of separation is

threatened is very old and very beautiful

:

" Entreat me not to leave thee, or to return from follow-

ing after thee ; for whither thou goest I will go, where

thou lodgest I will lodge.

"Thy people shall be my people, thy God my God;

where thou diest there T will be buried.
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" May the Lord do so to me and more also if aught but

death part thee and me."

It was in this spirit and under these circumstances that

she came to Chicago and resided with the Misses Jane and

Louisa Devlin. It was Burroughs still shaping her destiny.

It was the man still pointing the course for the child to

follow. And shall this be imputed to her as a fault ? Will

this prosecution, fed as 1 believe it to be from the springs

of private malice, assail her because she trusted Burroughs

and confided in his honor ? Had Burroughs been faithful

to his vows, as he was called on to be, by every attribute

which ennobles manhood, by every law human and divine,

then this unhappy girl would have been to-day his respected

wife, and the world would have applauded her sublime de-

votion to him when the truth between them was sought to

be poisoned by whispering tongues. Now, because he was

false and broke her heart, you are called on to believe that

this act abased her virtuous brow into the dust of shame.

I repel this calumny. Ifot only do I pronounce it a slander

upon Mary Harris, but it is equally a slander upon the truth,

fidelity,^ and virtue of womanhood. She did no more than

what the proudest, the purest, and the best have done in

all countries and at all times. She endowed him upon
whose arm she leaned with the principles of justice and
honor ; she crowned his brow with a constellation of all

the virtues and then trusted him. She turned her back on

home, kindred, and friends, and with him faced the world

alone.

We are told that no stain shall rest on the name of the

deceased. The leading counsel for the government, at th&

very opening of this trial, announced, with singular em-
phasis, as if anticipating your conclusion, that he was a-

Christian who had lived and died without a blemish or re-

proach to that sacred character. His brother, the Rev.

John C. Burroughs, says that his object here is to relieve

his name from the slightest opprobrium. Thus we see th&

purpose of this unnatural struggle for a conviction, in the-

face of law and evidence which for more than two hun-

dred years have prevailed in the defense of the children of



DEFENSE OF MARY HARRIS. 18T

misfortune aud provulontial affliction. !Nravy Harris is to be

condemned, tobc carried to the horrid gibbet—that appalling

machinery of death, terror, and lasting ignominj'—in order

that the conduct of A. J. Burroughs shall stand triumphantly

vindicated ! I do not wish to assail the dead ; but is it ex[iected

that this monstrous assumption in favor of crime shall be

passed in silence? Shall this trial impress upon the public

mind, as a lesson for future action, that it is a part of the

Christian character to win the love aud confidence of a child,

to cnltivate her affections as years advance, engage to become
her husband, induce her to leave her home in order to enjoy

his society, and to escape from another proposal ofmarriage ;

and then, after seven years of hope deferred, to dispel all

her bright dreams of life by quitting her in a moment, by
dropping all connection with her without a woi'd of ex-

planation, by marrying another woman and turning his

back on her forever. Government and its officials, churches

and their ministers, the press and its editors, are all power-

ful auxiliaries of public opinion, and I have heard their

loud and clamorous notes throughout this trial; but when
they ask me to subscribe to this idea of Christian grace and

human excellence, I shall confidently appeal to you against

them all. I am now leaving out of view the darkest as-

pect of the conduct of the deceased toward this defend-

ant. I am presenting it on grounds where there is no dis-

pute. Xo honest man can dispute the courtship of the

child, the subsequent engagement, the allurement from

home, and the final, unexplained, silent desertion, and the

sudden marriage of another. His own handwriting, in let-

ters whose genuineness is not called in question, attest these

facts. And even if there was nothing but their long and

peculiar relation to each other proven, you would easily

understand that I have stated the case correctly. Then

this is the model without a flaw, the character without a

stain, the name without a blemish ! According to this new

theology, falsehood has become respectable, treachery noble,

and the base, cowardly betrayal of young, inexperienced

female confidence, a qualification for a seat with the just

made perfect. I can join in no such wretched blasphemy^
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I cling to the old and homely virtues according to whose

teachings such conduct has been loaded with infamy from

the earliest dawn of civilized human society ; and taking

my stand on this universal verdict of all ages, this irrevers-

ible judgment of enlightened mankind, I say that such

conduct is moi^e injurious to morality than murder, that it

is worthy of the punishment of death, and that he who is

_guilty of it ought to die. I do not, it is true, place this defense

on that ground; but when the prosecution sees fit to tender

an issue upon the character of the deceased in the face of

the black and revolting record ot his guilt, it is proper

that it should be met. When an effort is openly made to

debauch the public mind into the belief that vice is virtue,

that turpitude is morality, and that crime against unsus-

pecting innocence is one of the adornments of the Chris-

tian religion, then I conceive that the voice of truth should

be heard.

But to proceed. Time passed on with this defendant,

bearing her onward to a region of horrors, to the scene

-of her dismay and ruin ; and I must move along on the

melancholy tide, and approach the sorrowful hour. "We

have now traced these parties for years. Burroughs had
-carried her hopes to the highest elevation. She was look-

ing forward to a future filled with honor and with delight.

It was of his creation-, anti there was not a cloud within

the scope of her vision. In such a serene and happy mo-
ment as this, with no note of preparation to her tender and
susceptible mind, with no sign of warning, the blow de-

scended upon her naked head, shivering every hope with

which her heart was tenanted, and dashing the temple of

reason itself into ruins. Is this statement the work of

fancy on my part? Is it not the sad, literal truth? I ap-

peal to you who have heard the evidence. Counsel have
seen fit to attribute powers of eloquence to me which I

neither possess nor afi['ect. I can only repeat to you a plain

and simple story of wrong, misery, and madness which
you already know, and which is far more eloquent in itself

than any words I can employ. Seven years of love were
spurned in an instant. Seven years of patient hope were
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turned in a moment to despair. He had lifted licr i;p al-

most to celestial heights, only that her fall might be suf-

ficiently great to dash her to pieces. Though without sin,

yet she was cast out from her place of blissful abode, and
felljlike the son of the morning, to hope no more forever.

In order to understand the effect of disappointment and
misfortune, we must fully consider the condition of the
mind when the shock came. Adopting this rule in the

present instance, and we shudder at the bare contemplation

of the mental agony of the defendant when she realized

that slie was abandoned by him for whom she had aban-
doned all but her honor.

I am aware that the suffering of helpless woman, un-

der such circumstances, are too often discussed with a

sneer. There are those, who go in the catalogue for men,
who aspire to be thought wise in the ways of the world, by
talking and writing in flippant and witty strains in regard

to woman, her sorrows and misfortunes. To such sage

and philosophic minds there is no such thing as mental de-

rangement, growing out of disappointed love or broken

marriage vows. They are not thus to be imposed upon.

The defense of insanity in such cases is merely a cunning

device of counsel. Well, gentlemen, I am consoled with

the belief that there is nowhere in this court, either on the

bench or in the jury-box, one of these ready-made critics

of human motives and human conduct, who are always

deaf to law, to evidence, and to reason.

I have endeavored, during my humble career in life, to

study somewhat the causes which most deeply af&iot the

human breast, and instill into it the bitterest and most in-

tolerable memories. I think I can sympathize, to some

extent at least, with those sensitive natures which are

most susceptible to emotions of pain, and which at tiiiicrt

wander in realms of gloom, and pray madly to be released

from the unsatisfying scenes of the world. You have

heard the character of the defendant in this respect fully

delineated. She has been endowed by her Creator with tlio

highest capacity for enjoyment or anguish. It is with hei

a land of sunshine or a land of darkness. She has but
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few, if any, medium traits. Dr. Mchols, with the hand
of a master, has drawn a picture of those invisible sub-

stances known as the mind and moral affections. He has

applied his learning and science to the case of this poor

^irl, and we see the very -pulsations of her heart laid bare

before us. And, with this plain view of her mental and

m.oral organization, and in the presence of the evidence as

I now present it, without its further most cruel and har-

rowing features, I pronounce the calamity which befell

her, by the mere act of his abandonment and desertion, as

one of the heaviest that ever broke on the head of youth

and confiding innocence. Is there no cause for insanity

here ? Do these things work no madness in the brain ?

Do they not rather plant in the ardent mind of woman the

corroding canker, which no balm can cure—a consuming
fire, which no lethean waters can quench ? I appeal to

human experience. It is said that we are manufacturing

a defense for this girl. This charge means that we are as-

suming facts in her behalf which do not exist; that her

condition, at the time of the homicide, was not such as we
represent it. Is it not, therefore, a most essential ingre-

dient of this defense to show that Mary Harris had been

visited by those causes which have been recognized in all

ages as the most prolific sources of insanity to her sex ?

Must we be told that we are standing on doubtful ground ?

Do men of sense gape and stare, because we show that the

conduct of Burroughs made Mary Harris insane? Did
such a thing never happen before ? Is all this something

so new, that we are to be styled visionary explorers and
reckless adventurers? Why, gentlemen, we are simply

following a broad, sorrowful, and well-beaten track. It is

thickly strewn with the wrecks of human happiness—with
broken hearts and ruined intellects. Go to the asylums for

'

the insane—those awful tombs of living death ! See that

once-beautiful, but now pallid and shrunken face, pressed

against the bars of her cell. See the scorching frenzy of

her restless and anxious eye. Her parched lips move, and
she calls upon a name which is strange to our ears. She
prays sadly, perhaps, to be allowed to go to him. She
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murmurs the broken lines of some song which they sang

together in the days of old. And then upon a sudden, as

if a serpent's tooth had struck her bleeding heart, she

shrieks out maledictions, and calls down the curses of God
on his head. At last she cowers down shudderingly in her

corner, where, chained to the barren rock of the past, her

one perpetual memory, with beak and talons shai-per and

more ruthless than the vulture's, prej-s with ceaseless rage

upon her vitals. The name she has called upon is borne

by one who is the favorite of fortune, who wears the

honors of the world on his brow, who has wife and chil-

dren blooming under his roof, who has a high seat in the

sanctuary—is a " Christian without a stain "—who has for-

gotten his victim, and is happy. His name may not be

Burroughs ; but his conduct was not more false, and the

ruin which he wrought was not more fatal to peace and

life.

Turn to the books which record the experience of the

world in this subject, and see whether this is picture or

dreadful reality. I might detain you hour after hour read-

ing cases of insanity produced by causes similar in kind to

those which disordered the reason of the defendant. I

shall content myself with but few. I read from Sir W. C.

Ellis, page 79 :

'• E. C, a female about thirty years of age ; how long

she has been insane is not exactly known. This case, like

the preceding, was the consequence of offended pride.

She was a fine young woman, but of ambitious views.

She, too, had become attached to a person in a more

elevated situation of life than herself; and the mortifica-

tion of being rejected on account of the difference of rank

was a wound to her pride which she could not brook : she

became incurably insane."

"VVe are not told what became of the man of rank. He
most likely wore purple and fine linen, and fared sumptu-

ously every day, while she lived and died forgotten by

him ; simply " incurably insane." But again :

" M. T., aged thirty, has been insane four months.

Cause of the attack, disappointment in love. She formed
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an iattachment with a young man about six years ago ^

and he left her after promising marriage. She says that

she has never been comfortable in her mind since, though

she has worked regularly until within a few weeks. But
she has shown evident symptoms of derangement ; she

neglected her business and returned to her friends, saying

her state of mind would not permit her to work. About a

week before her admission she passed a whole night in th&

street, and she has since meditated self-destruction."

How like the case on trial this sounds, only that M. T^

had far less to crush her to the depths of despair than Mary
Harris. In the case cited by the author, she was a woman
when she first formed her disastrous attachment. In the

case here in court, her love was ingrafted on the tender

stalk of childhood, and it grew with her growth and
strengthened with her strength until it became a compo-
nent part of life itself. In the case from the book he left

her, and that was all. It was not all in the case we ar&

trying ; no, not all.

But one more case to illustrate this question. " M. D.,

thirty years of age, had been insane only a few weeks. She
had been brought up as a dressmaker, but unhappil}^ had
been seduced by an officer, to whom she was very much
attached ; after living with him for some time he deserted

her for another. Grief, mortified pride, and jealousy, all

combined, produced a state of excitement which ultimately

ended in insanity. She had sleepless nights, the natural

secretions were disordered, and violent mania was the con-

sequence."

It is true that in this case the additional crime of seduc-

tion occurred ; but I deny that this fact tends to increase

the susceptibility of the female mind to insanity when la-

boring under grief from disappointed afi'ection. "While it

brings its load of shame, yet it likewise blunts the fine

edge of female pride. "While it scalds and blisters the very

soul with a sense of degradation, yet the standard of honor-

is lowered, and the fires of a former virtuous indignation

are turned to ashes. The woman is humbled in her own
estimation, and no longer chafes as formerly under the
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burden of her wrongs. She has sul)mitted to her own dis-

honor, and she abandons thereafter the claim which a virtu-

ous woman has to complain of man's injustice. Pride,

honor, and indignation at wrong, are all attributes of vir-

tue, and when they are assailed and aroused to an unnatural

action, they are the copious sprmgs from which insanity

takes its rise. Let it not then be said that because Mary
Harris is pure, her wrongs are less. I have even heard it

urged that because, through all the long and intimate

years which she passed with Borroughs, she kept the vestal

fires of chastity alive in her heart, that therefore her suf-

ferings could not have been so great, when he abandoned
her, and attempted to stain her name with pollution, as if

she had fallen. This is not my theory of female char-

acter. The just, the pure, the good, those who have never

consented unto iniquity, are those who, as a general rule,

are unable to relieve themselves from those burning mem-
ories of cruelty and injustice which so often bring distrac-

tion.

But while I have shown, by authority, that the mere
abandonment of the defendant by the deceased, under

their peculiar circumstances, would have sufficiently ac-

counted for the deplorable condition in which we afterward

find her, yet, as I have said, this was not all. No;
gladly would I be convinced that it was. But I now
apjproach a scene of turpitude which brightens all his

former conduct by the contrast. He not merely left this

girl alone in the world, robbing her of all the priceless

treasures of hope which she had laid up in the future, but

he endeavored, in the very wantonness of wickedness, to

trample her in the mire under his feet; to make her an

object of scorn ; to taint her name with moral leprosy, and

to consign her to odium and shame. I am aware that it is

to be urged that Burroughs was not the author of the infa-

mous Greenwood letters. I am ready for that issue. Tell

me, first, is there anybody else in the world likely to have

approached Mary Harris in that way? Does a stranger

thus approach a woman whose name is unsullied? Does

a mere casual acquaintance seek thus to gain an intimacy
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with one whose virtue was never called in question ? And
who but Burroughs was intimate with the prisoner ? If

there was another, it would have been shown. The brother,

Dr. Burroughs, has not slept on the track of the accused.

He has spared neither labor nor money to bring before you

every item of her brief and now miserable life which might

bear hard upon her in this trying hour. He wrote to a

brother divine at Burlington to engage his assistance. He
went to Janesville to bring every hidden thing to light.

He hunted up all those who had ever .known her. He
associated with policemen, and took them into his confi-

dence. He labored day and night to rake together every

grain of evidence which would weigh against her life in

the scales of justice which you now hold. And if any one

had ever sustained such a relation toward her, except Bur-

roughs, as would have rendered it even remotely reasona-

ble that he wrote these letters, would he not have been

discovered and held up in this investigation ? If ^he had
ever borne herself toward any one else in such a manner
as to warrant a reasonable being in such an advance, that

fact would have been proven.'

And again, who would have used the language to Ellen

Mills, at 94 Quincy street, but Burroughs? The evening

on which he waited and watched for the meeting which his

letter had requested, he said to the keeper of this abode of

sin and shame that he would sit near the window, where
he could observe the approach of his victim, and that he

would himself go to the door and let her in. "Why did he

assume this task? Because, as he said, she knew him so

well that she would trust him and come in. Who else but

Burroughs did Mary Harris know so well? Who else

could she so implicitly trust? And above all, who else

could so confidently assert his power over her? Who but

him, who had fostered the growth of her confidence from
childhood up to womanhood? Who but him, on whose
arm she had leaned so long and so fondly ? " She knows
me so well, that she will trust me and come in." This

alone fixes the paternity of the Greenwood letters. This

alone discloses who was that night waiting for this girl, as
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plaiuly as if a beam <_)t' light had at that moment fallen on

him, and made his guilty face visible to every eye iu Chi-

cago. I appeal to the candid judgments of all. Was there

more than one person iu the Avorld who would have spoken

and proceedod iu this deed of infamy as it is shown that

this man did? Look, too, at the phraseology of these let-

ters :
• My dear Molly."' " Come ; do come." "Whose lan-

guage is that ? Is it not the peculiar voice of Jacob, though

the hand may be the couuterfeited hand of Esau ?

But still more on this point. It has be^eu well known
for months what our defense would be. It has been well

knowu that we would prove that Ellen Mills, the woman
of 94 Quincy street, identified Burroughs as the man who
plotted and watched at her house, in pursuance of the plans

of these letters. It was known to all here concerned as

counsel for the government, and it was known to Dr. Bur-

roughs, within a few weeks after his brother's death, that

this woman had minutely and accurately described the de-

ceased to Miss Devlin and the accused, and had also recog-

nized his photograph. It was equally well known that a

clerk in the post-office had done the same. For when
these letters were received, the defendant, outraged by

their character, took prompt measures to ascertain their

depraved origin. A letter was written in reply, addressed

to J. P. Greenwood, and the clerk was requested to observe

with care who called for it. He identified Burroughs as

the man, even to the cornelian ring on his finger, which

had been given to him as a token of love by Miss Harris.

I repeat, that the prosecution well knew, from almost the

first step in the preparation of this case, that we would

prove these facts by Louisa Devlin. They also knew then,

and now know from the records of this court, that we
labored for months, in every form known to the law, to

obtain the testimony of these two important witnesses,

Ellen Mills and the post-office clerk. They were impor-

tant to us; but if Louisa Devlin is swearing falsely, they

are much more important to you [turning to Dr. Bur-

roughs]. Our efforts to procure their testimony were in

vain. What efforts did you make? You say you are here
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to defend your brother's reputation. If the post-office clerk

did not say that it was your brother who called for these-

Greenwood letters, and did not describe him to Mary Harris

and Louisa Devlin, why did you not bring him here ? If

Ellen Mills never made similar statements as to the person

who visited her house, why is she not on the witness-stand,

or her depositions on file? You have brought witnesses

here from Chicago and witnesses from Janesville, whose-

testimony is so immaterial that it trifles with the time of

the court. But here are two witnesses who, if our proof

on this vital point be false, can prove that falsehood, and?

relieve yoiTr brother's reputation where its need is the

sorest; and yet, instead of joining us to bring them here,

we find you, by your own extorted admission, listening tc

the unscrupulous suggestions of a policeman, that one of

them at least shall be carried out of sight by the corrupt

use of money ; and the other one escapes us, although we
follow him with an order from the War Department.

Gentlemen of the jury, this Christian minister by pro-

fession swears positively that his brother did not write-

these letters. But does he not stand before this court,

before this jury, befoi'e the world, and before God, con-

victed, upon his own testimony, of suppressing the very

evidence which would have settled that question forever ?"

There is but one conclusion to be drawn from this fact.

These two absent witnesses would have sustained Louisa

Devlin ; and Dr. Burroughs and this prosecution knew it.

They would have described the deceased here in this court

as they did in Chicago. This is no forced assumption of

mine. It is a well-settled conclusion of law. The sup-
pression of evidence is a grave and almost conclusive pre-

sumption against the party that resorts to it. This is more-

especially true when, as in this case, the prosecution is

sustained by the treasury of the government in enforcing"

the attendance of witnesses. "What is the object of a trial

in a court of justice? We are here in search of truth.

We have, each one of us, under the solemnities of an oath,

invoked the name and help of God in the discharge of that

duty. We stand on holy ground. Life, life, that myste-
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rious gift of tlie Creator, is the issue at stake. Its awful
import should iuspire every breast with a religious desire

to aid this court and jury in arriving, if possible, at the

exact truth. Thou, what shall be said of one who admits
that he has not done so? I learn that it is said that no
attack can injure Dr. Burroughs; that his position is so

exalted that no shaft can reach him. I have no desire to

indulge in personal assaults ; but no position in life, no
assumption of superior pietj- and virtue, -svill ever shield

the character of a witness who, in a trial involving life

itself conceals material evidence, and then attempts to

supply its place by his own unsupported oath. ISior need
counsel in such an instance waste their time in denuncia-

tion, for no language which our tongues could utter could

paint his conduct in colors so dark, in a moral deformity

so hideous, as he himself has painted it by his own testi-

mony. Sueli a witness becomes at once powerless for evil

before au intelligent jury. He is dead by his own act.

And I submit here now, in all candor, in the face of this

court, in the preseme of my learned brethren of the bar,

and to you the final arbiters of this sad and trying hour,

that Dr. Burroughs stands in contempt of this court, for

his collusion with the policeman, Douglass, to hide away a

witness from its process ; he stands in contempt of society,

which requires all its members to aid in vindicating justice;

he stands in contempt of you, in refusing to bring before

you all tlie evidence in his power to establish a point on

which tie a:-ks you to find in his favor; and he stands in

contempt of the teaeliings of the merciful ^Master on the

Mount, by coming here with deceit and treachery in his

Leart to strike this helpless, feeble, sick, and lonely being,

to whom his very name is an unendurable misery.

But it is most confidently insisted that these letters are

not in the handwriting of the ileceased. They may or

may not he. After he is identified as the one who called,

in the name of Greenwood, at the post-otfice for a reply,

.and who waited at 1)4 Quincy street for the proposed meet-

ing, it is of no consequence whethei- he guided tlie pen or

>dictated to a confederate. The testimony of Mr. Danen-
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hower is deemed material on this point. He says that the-

leave of absence on which the deceased went home to get

married commenced September 8th, and hence he could not

have been there in time to write them. My answer is, first,

that nothing is more common than for clerks to leave a

few days in advance of the date of their permission ; and,

secondly, that, in addition to the identification by Ellen

Mills and the clerk at the post-office, it is in proof that

Louisa Devlin and Mary Harris both saw him at times cor-

responding very nearly, if not exactly, with the dates of

these letters. This is conclusive. There are but two wit-

nesses in the world who could have contradicted these facts.

Dr. Burroughs knew they would not contradict them, and

he therefore kept them away, with the aid of " a hundred

dollars or two," as suggested by the policeman, and came
here himself to contradict them.

It will be asked, however, what motive Burroughs had

to thus compass the destruction of one whose image, if he-

was human, must have been blended Avith his tenderest

memories, with the most sacred associations of his heart.

A refuge will be sought in this inquiry, from the irresisti-

ble pressure of the proof which thus far shatters all the-

assumptions and theories of the prosecution. Why—why
did he do this deed without a name for cruelty and perfidy ?

You will be told that all the actions of sane people have
their intelligent reasons. This is true; and the history of

this case gives a ready, an instant answer to this inquiry.

His motive was not the gratification of passion. Lust was
not one of the elements in his calculations. Base and
wretched as are such motives of action, yet, if it be possi-

ble, those that actuated Burroughs were still lower and
more depraved. Look calmly at his situation. From
JSIary Harris he was about turning away without a word.

He knew that such an act would beto her as appalling as

the voice of doom. liis conscience made him a coward.
He could not face her with the story of his stupendous
crime. He could not look into her confiding eye and tell

her that his whole life toward her had been one mighty
falsehood. Human nature, however depraved, was not
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eqnal to such a task. The past was filled -with voices of

reproach and terror to his guilty heart. The future

frowned on him full of niouace and warning. The present

was haunted hy a sense of conscious wrong from which he

tried in vain to escape. lie knew, too, that lie was in her

power. These letters which are here in court, and many
others not here, arose in his memory. He recalled that

one in which he says: "And Mollie, if from any reason

whatever I may change my views or feelings toward you,

and I should feel like entering into a matrimonial alliance

with any one else than yourself, I will promptly advise you
of it."' He was about taking that fatal step, but he had not

the manly honor to fulfill his promise. He, however, like

one who plans the commission of a crime, took measures

for his escape. He was to be married in a few days to the

unhappy lady who now mourns in her widowed home, and

whose melancholy fate I deeply commiserate; and he
knew that when that fact reached the ears of Mary Harris,

her cries, her sobs, her voice of wailing would ascend like

perpetual lamentations in the air. She might, in her deep

distress, utter his name to the world in such a way as to

stain his character as a Christian. She might come near

him some day and remind him that he once took a child

from her parents' roof, and broke her heart. Aye, it was

in her power to denounce him as false and infamous at all

times and places ; to pursue him, if she desii'ed, as an

avenging shadow ; to rob him of peace, and to turn his

days and nights into fear and alarm. But if her foot once

crossed the threshold of shame, she was in the fowler's

snare and at his mercy. If this defendant had ever en-

tered 94 Quincy street. Burroughs would have breathed

easy, and gone to his approaching nuptials a free and happy

man, secure from molestation at her hands. Her mouth

would have been closed forever. It was not her soul that be

expected to pollute, but her name. He intended to have

been able to prove that she was seen to enter this wretched

house, and to hold that fact in terror over her. If she

struggled and cried out against her cruel fate, he could

silence her. Or if she refused to be still in her suflerings,
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he could close the ears and steel the hearts of all virtuous

people against her. If she entered that house, she would

come out covered with an everlasting mildew. Her heart

might be as pure as before, for she was unconscious of its

character, but her name would be spotted with an incurable

leprosy. Burroughs had made up his mind to break his

engagement, of long years' standing, with Mary Harris

;

and the Greenwood letters laid a plan by which he was to

justify that heartless act and silence her complaints. Is

there no motive in this? "We find him capable of one

wrong toward her. He deserts her without cause. Is he

not capable of committing the other, when he has a pow-
erful motive in his desire to escape the consequences of the

first? If he could, in ths hour of his desertion, render her

powerless and despised, he was safe and free. The one

absorbing purpose of his heart at that time was to sever

the tie that bound them together, and when we find him
tiuwilling to do so by an interview, we are prepared to be-

lieve that he attempted to do so by consigning her name to

ignominy and pollution.

Gentlemen, you now have my views upon that branch of

the evidence which relates to the Greenwood letters and
all their criminal surroundings. I hold

—

First. That it is not reasonable from the whole evidence

that any one else but Burroughs wrote them.

Second. That Ellen Mills and the post-ofiice clerks iden-

tified him fully as the man.
Third. That if he was not their author, it was in the

power of this prosecution by bringing these two last-named
persons here as witnesses, to have conclusively shown that

fact.

Fourth. That instead of procuring the attendance of
these parties, we find those who are in the interest of the
prosecution—Dr. Burroughs and Douglas, the policeman

—

engaged in iDlanning the suppression of their testimony

;

which fact in itself creates a presum^rtion of law in favor
of my position.

Fifth. That Burroughs had a powerful and controlling

motive to write them.
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But uow allow me to say that, for the purposes of our

<lefeuso, it is only necessary to show that Mary Harris ac-

tually beliovod that he wrote them, and that they thus

boeame on^ of the exciting causes of her mental agony and

<leraugement. Eut I have preferred to show not merely

that she beUeved him to be the author, but also to show
that she had overwhelming reasons for her belief—reasons

from which there was no escape. 'Ho woman who truly

loves ever willingly consents to blacken and deface her

<jwu idol. She rather clings to him in blind adoration long

after the proofs of his treachery have become visible to all

eyes but her own. And who will say that this defendant

jumped to conclusions on this point against the deceased ?

On the contrary, when her fears and suspicions were

alarmed, with what conscientious care she proceeded.

Step by step the painful truth was pressed upon her. The

woman of Quincy street described him. The clerk did the

same. But she did not stop there. She was perhaps con-

vinced, for the letters in themselves to her practiced eye

contained terrible proof; but she had some hope of relief,

in some way, not yet well defined in her thoughts, from an

interview in another quarter. This young girl, then but

eighteen or nineteen j-ears of age, gathered up tlie letters

of the deceased, took his miniature, took all that related

to her seven years of love and hope, and knowing the

standing of the Rev. .John C. Burroughs, knowing his re-

ligious character, went to him like a child to a father, and

poured out her grief and her fears. How like the pure and

noble girl that she was !

But here we are involved in a contradiction as to the day

on which this call was made. Dr. Burroughs says that she

came on the 16th day of September. I do not believe him.

His brother was married on the 15th, and I do not believe

him, because, in order to free himself from reproach, it is

necessary for him to fix his interview with the defendant

sub.-eqnent to his brother's marriage. I do not believe

him, because Louisa Devlin swears that it took place on

the 1.5th. I do not believe him, because Jane Devlin swears

it was the loth. I learn that they are 'to be assailed in the
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interest of Dr. Burroughs, in order to sustain him. Let it

be so. You have looked upon those two honest, truthful

faces, and observed their patient candor under the most

protracted examinations. They have been the good angels

of human nature in this cause. Tbey were the friends of

Mary Harris in sunshine, and they have abided through

darkness. Others may have shrunk from her side, but

they have stuck closer because of her calamities. Like the

petrel of the sea, their friendship has spread a stronger

pinion and pursued a bolder flight in the midst of the light-

ning and the tempest. Are such pure and unselfish beings

as these to be degraded by counsel in order to support the

testimony of one who appears in this case more like a

criminal than an honest man ? Make the contrast between

them, gentlemen. "Who failed to note that damning hesi-

tancy of manner which caused every eye in this court-room

to rest upon him with suspicion? Who could fail to per-

ceive that he was weighing the effect, not the truthfulness^

of his answers before giving them ? Who ever heard an

equal number of qualifying adjectives, expressive of cau-

tious doubt and uncertainty, used in the same space of time

as when he was under cross-examination? No; his oath

will not weigh an instant in your minds as against theirs.

You will believe, from the evidence, that the defendant

and Dr. Burroughs met on the 15th and not on the 16th

of September.

But, if you will allow me, I will state another reason

why it was on the 15th, the day of the fatal marriage.

The law gives the prisoner the right to stand where I am
standing, if she had the power to do so, and speak for her-

self. I am but speaking for her, and in that capacity I

have the right to say that it was the 15th, because she says

so, because that awful day has left an indelible scar on her
brain that fixes her recollection. And every word that has
fallen from her pallid lips on this subject has carried truth

to my mind. Dr. Mchols has sworn to her exalted sense

of truth and female virtue, and a mountain of oaths by
Dr. Burroughs would not shake my faith in her integrity.

I do not believe, at this dreadful moment, she would pur-
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chase her life by the utterance of a falsehood—no, not even

to escape that death from which we shrhik hack in speech-

less horror.

Thus, then, these two persons met on the 15th of Sep-

tember, 1863. Dr. Burroughs says a woman came with the

defendant. If we were manufacturing a defense, we would

sa}- so too, and have one of the Misses Devlin to personate

this third party, and then by her testimony show what took

place at this interview, and contradict Dr. Burroughs. But
it is not true. Marj- Harris went alone, and I am somewhat
at a loss to know why this unknown woman has been con-

jured up. If she has a real existence, why was she not

brought here, as so many others have been, to uphold, if

possible, the private part of this prosecution ?

Let us, however, now examine for a few moments the

account which Dr. Burroughs gives of that meeting be-

tween himself and the prisoner. He admits she came ta

see him in regard to his brother, and that she apprised him

of her long and intimate relations with him. The Green-

wood letters were submitted to him, as also her reasons for

believing that the deceased wrote them. She was in grief

and trouble on that account. She inquired Avhether he waa

in Chicago. Dr. Burroughs admits to Judge l^ewman that

he knew of their long correspondence ; but while assertiug^

that this interview took place on the day after his broth-

er's marriage, he is forced to admit that he did not inform

her of that fact. Why did he so carefully conceal his

brother's marriage of the day previous ? Why did he not

tell her the truth? He admits that he did not do so. . H&
says that he asked her if his brother had broken any en-

gagement with her, and that she said he had not. The

force of this answer will be fully appreciated when it is

remembered that at this time the defendant was not awar&

that the deceased was married, and that this reverend wit-

ness was purposely concealing that fact fi-om her.

But he says that Mary Harris told him that no marriage

engagement had ever existed between her and his brother,

illiow, gentlemen, if she had made such a statement to Dr.

Burroughs on that occasion, it would constitute a marvel
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a,n(l a wonder in the history of human nature. It would

stand alone as a contradiction of the universal experience

of the world. Here was a young girl for the first time in

her life in an agony of apprehension for fear she was about

to be betrayed by the man whom she loved. The fact that

she was engaged to marry him does not admit of a doubt.

That is all clear now. Some trouble had even at one time

.arisen because she was about to marry out of the chui'ch

—

that is, to Burroughs. You remember his own letter on

that point. No one now dispiites the engagement. You
.are called, then, to believe that this defendant, going to Dr.

Burroughs on the very subject of her relations with his

brother, to whom she was in fact engaged—the evidence of

which she carried with her to show him, complaining also

of the contemplated breach of faith—that she, under these

circumstances, told an absolute falsehood, and of such char-

acter as to utterly de'prive her of all claims upon the ac-

•cused, or of any right to inquire of his movements or con-

duct ! In other words, we are to believe that she bore false

witness voluntarily against herself upon a subject of the

most supreme and sacred moment ; that while discussing

her rights with the deceased, she admitted she had no
rights; that while hunting for him with nearly a hundred
of his letters in her pocket promising marriage, she delib-

erately settled the whole case against herself by informing

his brother that there was nothing whatever between them
•except the ordinary relations of friendship. What an in-

terview, according to Dr. Burroughs ! He knew of the

long intimacy and cori-espondence, as he told Judge iSTew-

man. She came to him on the 16th, as he asserts. She
wanted to know where A. J. Burroughs was. lie told her
he had left the city the day before. The Greenwood let-

ters were discussed. And then Dr. Burroughs became in-

quisitive. How important, too, were his questions ! He
must have foreseen this trial. At least he must have been
qualifying himself to swear in an action for a breach of

marriage promise. He asks her if any marriage engage-

ment existed. She frankly says no, when she holds in her

hands at that moment the evidence to the contrary. He
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asks her if his brother had ever made any dishonorable-

proposiils to her, and she again answers no, although sbo

iit that time was painfully impressed with the fiict that he
had attempted to allure her into a house of ill-fame. An-
other very comprehensive question : Had the deceased ever

broken any engagement with her? And once more she

gives the necessary answer in the negative. There this

extraordinary interview quieth- ends by Dr. Burroughs for-

getting to tell this distressed girl that the object of her

solicitude, and in whom indeed they were both so deeply

interested, was married on the day before. This is the tes-

timony of Dr. Burroughs, as given in your hearing. Is

there a man in the world, of common intelligence, who will

believe it? Is it not monstrous and most unnatural? It

sounded from the witness-stand like ironical fiction, told to

provoke a stare and a smile, and in that it succeeded. The
defendant went to Dr. Burroughs for information, and came
away almost as ignorant as she went. Dr. Burroughs, on

the contrary, made that the occasion to cram himself as a

witness to every phase which any judicial inquiry might

ever assume between them. He says that he is here sim-

ply to protect his brother's reputation, and he certainly be-

trayed an early knowledge that it would need protection.

But in this connection allow me a word as to his purpose

here, and the spirit in which he has testified. It has been

well known for many months that we would defend Mary
Harris on the ground that grief, disappointment, and de-

spair, connected with a severe physical disease peculiar to

woman, and in itself a constant source of insanity, had

given rise in her mind to recurring periods of mania, and

that at one of these periods she committed the act for

which she is now on trial. Well, has not Dr. Bui-roughs

entered the lists upon that issue ? He says that his only

care is for the character of his deceased brother. That

would be commendable; but is it true? lie has taken

pains, in different ways, to convince the counsel for the de-

fense, as well as this court and jury, that he does not wish

to have the defendant convicted, but that " she ought to

be sent home to her friends." Then why, may I ask, is-
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this long array of witnesses brought here by him, to put

up their crude and unlearned opinions against the medical

evidence on the subject of her sanity? Was it essential to

the Christian character of A. J. Burroughs to prove that

here and there, at Chicago, at Janesville, and elesewhere,

a man, a woman, or a child had met Mary Harris for a few

passing moments, and did not discover that she was insane?

ISTo. This evidence can have but one purpose. It aims at

the life of the prisoner. It in no wise touches the charac-

ter of the deceased. It is a bold demand on the part of

Dr. Burroughs for blood. It is the key which unlocks and

reveals the meaning of his presence, and of all his evi-

dence in this case. Oh, spirit of eternal justice, what

more is this poor shivering victim of man's cruel perfidy

to suffer! Is it not enough that one drove her mad, and

caused her to cry out

—

" I am bound

Upon a wheel of fire, that mine own tears

Do scald like molten lead?"

And must the brother come now, and struggle to drag this

wan, emaciated, and stricken being to an awful and igno-

minious death? Is he not satisfied with the ruin already

wrought ? Are you not ready to exclaim, " Spare her,

Dr. Burroughs ; oh, spare her ! Spare her for the sake of

the name you bear. Enough she has suffered in that name.

For the love of God and for the sake of His mercies, spare

her broken life. Do not press and trample on the fallen

and undone. She may meet you no more in this world.

You may forget her mortal agonies in the honeyed com-

mendations of your followers. But there comes a day

when the one who murdered her peace, and the one who
now seeks to murder her life, will both meet their victim

in the presence of the Great Judge, and in a court above

the sun, where misfortune is not a crime, and where earthly

distinctions fade away ; where the poor are rich, and the

merciful blessed; where the feeble are strong, and the ap-

pressor's rod is broken; and in that awful presence they

will be called to answer why, at their hands, Mary Harris
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was lieaten and scourged to madness ;uid deuth. Spare her

;

oh, spare her! lost, if yon succeed in your purpose to slay

her here, she will confront you in the eternal world as a

bright angel, with her fair hair dabbled in her own inno-

cent blood, shed by your hand, and there shriek into your
shrinking ear, " False, fleeting, and perjured !

'

"

Alas I how often the great rules of right—eternal and

unchangeable right—are perverted in man's adminis-

tration of justice ! IIow often the accused should be the

accuser ! IIow often the unofiending sufl'erer bears the

punishment due alone to others ! What a scene is this in

which we are all engaged ! Here, before you, sits one of

the feeblest and saddest beings ever born of woman—

a

mere helpless atom, buffeted and driven here by angry and

malignant winds. The babe in its mother's arms was

never more unconscious of the evil purposes of crime, than

the heart of this pale and wasted prisoner. Yet the freez-

ing terrors of the law surround her on all sides: the judge

upon the bench, with wise and patient calmness eluci-

dating its principles; this jury, listening to the story of

her blighted life, and solemnly weighing the evidence;

this crowded and anxious audience watching the result;

and men, bearded men, earnestly discussing the issue,

whether she may live or die ! And why all this ? Be-

cause, as she said to you [turning to Mr. Bradley], " I

have been beaten and scourged without cause." Yes;

bruised, maimed, and mangled until the divine gift of hu-

man reason gave way, utterly powerless, with less than the

instinct of the poorest worm, that resents in blindness the

heel that tramples it to dust. And yet this is the being

against whom we are to listen to a hue and cry as if she

were a monster, a Borgia, or a Hecuba

!

Gentlemen, I sometimes tire of life when I see wrong

and injustice spreading their prosperous branches as the

green and flourishing palm ; when those by whoni offenses

come in this world, who prey upon virtue and turn it into

vice, who sport with innocence in order to jjoison it, who

make a mockery of love and a plaything of truth, go not

only unscathed of the law, but even applauded by the hired
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panderers to a depraved and debauched public sentiment,

"Whatever of philosoph}' I have takes a painful and gloomy
form, and I feel that I could say with the great dramatist

:

"Out brief candle,

Life 's but a walking shadow; a poor player

That struts and frets his hour upon the stage,

And then is heard no more ; a tale told by an idiot,

Full of sound and fury, signifying nothing."

Gentlemen of the jury, I have now, to the best of my
ability, discussed the evidence relating to the first propo-

Bition of the defense. I am reasoning from cause to effect;

and we have maintained and proven that in the case of the

pi'isoner there existed overwhelming causes of insanity.

To establish this great fact, I have thus far dwelt upon her
relation to the deceased, the hopes he inspired in her breast

the power he obtained over her will and destiny, their final

separation, and the aggravating circumstances by which
that separation was surrounded. But although these moral
causes alone, more than account for her subsequent con-

dition, yet, at this point, I wish barely to call your attention

to the testimony of Dr. Fitch. He is a gentleman of stand-

ing in his profession in Chicago, and attended the prisoner

in her illness soon after Burroughs had abandoned her.

He states that he found her laboring under a painful dis-

ease peculiar to her sex; and every medical man in the-

world, and every book ever written on that subject, declare

that this disease is a constant physical cause of periodical,

or, as it is more properly termed, paroxysmal insanity. I
shall not discuss or dwell upon this fact. It is only neces-
sary to state it, and to remind you that.it is in proof that
she was suffering from one of these attacks when she en-
tered the treasury building on the fatal 30th day of Jan-
uary. In this most important feature of the case there is

no conflict of testimony, and no room for doubt or conjec-
ture. Where, then, in the whole range of judicial history,

was there ever shown a more powerful combination of
causes, in the same person, of mental derangement ? The
well-known moral causes existed in malevolent force ; and
in fearful alliance with them was a physical disease which.
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is recognized as oue of the principal causes of niischicf and
malady to the female mind. Shall we, then, any longer

wonder that, with her delicate nervous temperament, she

fell before such a terrible combination? AVould it not

rather be matter for astonishment if her mind had survived,

in calmness and health, all these shocks ? But now, having

inquired into and summed up the causes, let us explore the

ground still before us, in order to discover, if we can,

whether the etfeets of those causes actually did occur in

this case. Let us lift the curtain for a few moments, and
look upon that shifting scene of suffering which her life

continuously presents, from the 15th day of September,

1803, to the present hour.

We behold, for once at least in our lives, a human being

totally transformed. The change is complete in every re-

spect. Physically, she is no longer the same. Her former

buoyant health withers away. The bloom of her face dies

out, as it were, in a single night. Her already slight frame

becomes still slighter. Sleep, the gentle nurse in whose
arms the peaceful invalid wooes the returning spirit of health,

fled from her eyes. Burroughs had murdered sleep; and

her mind was tixed, with an appalling intensity, on the

memory of the past, which was to her brain as a consum-

ing lire. From this horrible spell there was no escape-

Ellis, from whom I have already quoted, says

:

"But in those cases where the over-action of the brain

has been brought on by thinking too long and too intensely

on painful truths, from which there is no escape for the

patient, it is exceedingly diflicult to divert the attention,

and to prevent the mind from dwelling upon them so con-

tinually as to produce disease; for, although patients are

conscious of the injury they are inflicting upon themselves,

and of the inutility of their over-anxiety, and judge most

accurately of their situations, they do not appear to possess

the power of controlling their thoughts."

Xo; and hence we see her mind developing its changes

in equal pace with her body. It is the seat of the canker

which blighted her whole system, and which no medicinal

balm can reach. There was lodged that perilous stuff
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which no drug can purge from the distracted breast. Ac-

cording to the evidence, she was, up to that period, the

merriest and the most joyous of her circle. The world, the

glad earth, the opening day, the bending sky, and the kind

faces of friends were all beautiful to her, and she enjoyed

the few yeai's of her unclouded happiness. But now the

laugh was gone ; no merriment kindled in her eye ; the

future to her was dead ; she lived in the past, and it was

the charnel-house of all her hopes, and over it hung the

mourning cypress. I am reading her condition to you by
the light of the evidence alone. I am showing you that

effects were following causes. She grew weary of life.

Who does not, when all that gives life its value has per-

ished ? This is, in itself, one of the incipient stages of in-

sanity. It is the offspring of that "black melancholy"

which all authors designate as one of the parent springs

•of madness. And when this defendant rose that morning

from heV bed, and murmured her farewell to the friend,

whom she supposed to be asleep, had she succeeded in

taking her " walk by the lake shore," in the darkness be-

fore daybreak, she never would have been here on trial.

The winds and waves would have sung her requiem. There
might have been an inquest, and the usual verdict

:

" One more unfortunate,

Weary of breath,

Rashly importunate

Gone to her death."

Perhaps there would have been an item in the papers of

the next morning. Men would have read it listlessly over

their coffee, and forgotten it during the breakfast. And
yet in that item would have been contained the account of

a. wreck of more infinite and incalculable value than all the

richly laden argosies that ever sunk beneath the surface of

the deep. It would have told of a ruin which calls upon
heaven, earth, and hell as its interested witnesses. It would
have recorded a crime which rises in mountain blackness

against the soul of the betrayer of innocence. But the

purposes of the suicide were defeated, and we are left to

still further notice her total transformation of character.
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How shall I dwell upou those unnatural outbreaks of

violence which occurred toward those who were the benefi-

cent guardians of her daily life? We have found the de-

velopments of suicidal mania ; and alas ! we now discover

the unmistakable symptoms of homicidal insanity. This

whole evidence shows her natural disposition to have 1)l'cu

most amiable, gentle, and afl'ectionate. She now, at times,

lost all these once familiar traits. Where is the man of

science who docs not see at a glance what all this means ?

Do the moral aliectious and the mind all undergo a sudden

and radical revolution, characterized by irrational actions,

while all the functions are in a healthful condition ? As
well ask whether the dove can change itself at pleasure to

the kite, or the lamb to the ravening wolf. If Mary Harris

was not insane when she aimed a large and deadly knife

at the breast of her dearest friend, then human character

can assume the hues of the chamelion at will, and there

are no rules by which human motives can be fathomed.

Again she attacks Louisa Devlin ; at another period she

assaults a customer in the store ; at another she is so violent

that her friends imprison her in her room by force ; and at

another she escapes and flies along the streets at night, and

is secured and brought back, only after great exertion and

difficulty. She tears articles of domestic use to pieces, and

in every way, at stated intervals, displays a morbid pro-

pensity to destroy.

This form of insanity is too well understood to require

at this time a minute discussion and a full citation of au-

thorities. I wish, however, to dwell briefly on some proper

distinctions to be observed. "We find the most eminent

authors fully recognizing the existence of an insane impulse

to commit deeds of violence by persons apparently perfectly

rational on all other subjects, and acting without the

slightest provocation. Kay, in his great work—Medical

Jurisprudence of Insanity—uses the following language :

" The last and most important form of moral mania that

will be noticed consists in a morbid activity of the propen-

sity to destroy; where the individual, without provocation

or any other rational motive, apparently in the full posses-
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sion of his reason, and oftentimes, in spite of his most
strenuous efforts to the contrary, imbrues his hands in the

blood of others ; oftener than otherwise, of the partner of

his bosom, of the children of his affections, of those in

short Avho are most dear and cherished ai'ound him. The
facts here alluded to are of painful frequency, and the

gross misunderstanding of their true nature almost univer-

sally prevalent, excepting among a few in the higher walks

of the professions, leads to equally painful results. In the-

absence of any pathological explanation of this horrid

phenomenon, the mind seeks in vain among secondary

causes for a rational mode of accounting for it, and is con-

tent to resort to that time-honored solution of all the mys-

teries of human delinquency, the instigation of the devil.

Of the double homicide to which this affection gives rise,

there can be no question which is most to be deplored, for

shocking as it is for one bearing the image of his Maker to

take the life of his fellow-being with brutal ferocity, how
shall we characterize the deliberate perpetration of the same
deed under the sanction of law and of the popular appro-

bation ? "We trust, however, that the ample researches of

writers of unquestionable veracity and ability, which are

now just reaching the attention of the legal profession, will

be soon followed by a conviction of past errors, and a more
rational administration of the criminal law

Esquirol, in his valuable memoir, first published in th&

shape of a note in the French translation of Hoffbauer's

work, observes that homicidal insanity or monomanie-homo-

cide, as he terms it, presents two distinct forms—on one of

which the monomaniac is always influenced by avowed,

motives, more or less iri'ational, and is generally regarded

as mad ; in the other, there are no motives acknowledged nor
to be discerned, the individual being impelled by a blind,

irresistible impulse."

After citing a number of cases to illustrate his views, this

enlightened author further says

:

" In most cases of homicidal insanity, the presence of

some physical or moral disorder may be detected, and
though none is mentioned in those above related, there is
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reason to suppose that it might have been ascertained by a

more thorough examination."

In the case now nnder investigation in this court, both

physical and moral disorders of the most painful and af-

flicting character have been discovered. "We do not claim

that this is one of those cases which, as Ray observes, have

so often baffled the mind in their solution. On the contrary,

\ve show you a pers(.)u sick in mind and body, and assert

that such functional disease of the brain ensued as to impel

to this strange and irrational course of conduct. "We are

involved in no mysteries. We have the causes, aud the ef-

fects have followed. A mind overstrained in the perpetual

contemplation of a harrowing theme, and a body broken

by painful disease, gave rise to a paro.xysmal insanity, which

assumed the destructive form. Eay, speaking further on

this subject, says

:

'• In nearly all, the criminal act has been preceded, either

by some well-marked disturbance of the health, originating

In the head, digestive system, or uterus, or by an irritable,

gloomy, dejected, or melancholy state; in short, by many

of the symptoms of the incubation of mania."

In the light of these authorities, the conduct of the de-

fendant seems no longer wonderful, aud we are not com-

pelled to look to the malicious contrivances of a depraved

heart for its solution.

But we have heard it urged by the prosecution, with an

xiir of triumph, that there is at least one act on her part

which clearly proves her a rational being. She bought a

pistol. Xow, if any one thing in her whole history more

-than another proves her periods of insanity, and especially

on the subject of her misfortune and bereavement, it is

this act itself, and the circumstances under which the

purchase was made. To one, when questioned, she replies

that other ladies besides her carry pistols in Chicago ;
but

her real reason, as you will remember she stated it, was

one of those frightful ideas which pursue the startled and

suspicious minds of the insane. She said that she believed

there was a scheme between her false lover and his brother.

Dr. Burroughs, to pick her up in the street some day and
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carry her away, where she would never be heard of again,,

and she meant to be ready to defend herself. She was-

haunted and pursued by this irrational fear. Says Eay
again :

" In general mania, especially the early stage, the mind
is filled with vague fears, suspicions, jealousy, and distrust,

and the thoughts are sadly confused. The patient believes

that enemies encompass him around, bent on destroying

his reputation or his life. With no special plan in view he

arms himself with swords and pistols, and accident, or some
unaccountable caprice, finally determines his victim."

Winslow, in his masterly work on the brain, in speaking:

of such a patient, also says :

" All objects within the range of his perverted senses are-

tinctured and distorted by a disordered vision, jaundiced

eye, and morbidly exalted and excited fancy. In this in-

cij^ient phase of mental derangement he shakes with fear

at the reflection of his image ; crouches with apprehension^

at the reverberating sound of his own footsteps ; trembles at

the melancholy sighing of the wind through a neighboring

copse ; turns pale at the echo of his voice ; falls back aghast
with horror, at the recognition of his shadow, mistak-

ing it for a frightful phantom or grim sjjectral image,

" ' Fierce as ten furies; terrible as hell.'
"

Yes ; and as Mary Harris hurried with feverish haste

along those streets which she first visited in order to be
near him whom she was now to see no more, and mingled
amid those scenes which only spoke to her heart of him,,

she beheld a mocking specter forever at her side.

' She hears a voice we can not hear,

Which says she must not stay

;

She sees a hand we can not see,

Which beckons her away."

This act, then, on which reliance is placed for a convic-
tion—the purchase of the pistol—is shown to have been in-

duced by one of those wild delusions which are absolutely
conclusive of a disordered intellect. It is the culmination
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of the ovideiico which her conduct affords while she yet re-

mained at Ciiicago.

But she came to "Washington, stopping a few days at

Baltin^oro. She thought Burroughs had blackened her

reputation, and that the world had turned against her. She

thought to have a lawyer sue him ; and when the question

of daniagos )vas suggested, she simply said she did not

mean that ; he was poor, and she did not want his money,

but she wanted to vindicate her honor. Why, says the

prosecution, this is the talk of a rational woman. Cer-

tainly, the light of reason at times blazed up almost aa

strongly as ever, though, for a poor girl without means, ex-

cept what she borrowed of Miss Devlin, to travel a thou-

sand miles to bring suit against a man, and then refuse his

money, is, in itself, an evidence of unnatural excitement.

But, let us meet this question here and now, and test it

fairly by the rules of science. Let the inquiry embrace

all that can be urged on this point against the defense.

Tou say that she comes calmly into this court and does

not rave in your presence. You say that, at certain times,

when we catch a glimpse of her, she has exercised the

attributes of reason. You have brought a number of ^vit-

nesses here, from a great distance, to say that she was not

mad in their unobservant presence. All this we admit, and

more. We not only admit, but we assert, that there are

intervals during which she is perfectly sane on all subjects.

I again quote Ray :

" It is well known that many diseases, especially of the

class called nervous, observe a law of periodicity which is not

uncommon in the actions of the animal economy. One

effect of this curious law consists in an intermission of the

outward manifestations of the disease, so complete as to

bear the appearance of a perfect cure, and this in the

present state of our knowledge, is all that we can with cer-

tainty say of it."

" There are few cases of mania or melancholy," says Dr.

Eeid, " where the light of reason does not now and thou

shine out between the clouds. In fevers of the mind, as

well as those of the body, there occur frequent intermissions.
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But the mere interruption of a disorder is not to be mis-

taken for its cure or its ultimate conclusion. . . . Mad-
men may show at starts more sense than ordinary

men."

But I do not stop here. I leave the question of lucid

intervals, and approach the periods of the insane paroxysms.

Even then the reasoning powers are often acute and accu-

rate, defying at times the most patient skill to detect any
malady of the mind.

" The insane," says Esquirol, " group and arrange their

ideas, carrying on a reasonable conversation, defend their

opinions with subtlety, and even with a rigid severity of

logic, give very rational explanations, and justify their ac-

tions by highly plausible motives."

Winslow also says

:

" "Whilst analyzing the incipient symptoms of insanity,

as manifested during the stage of exaltation and excite-

ment, it will not be irrelevant for me to consider an impor-
tant subject closely connected with the matter nnder con-

sideration, but, perhaps, more immediately bearing upon a
medico-legal point of great interest to the jurist, as well as

to the practical psychologist. I refer to the subtlety,

quickness of apprehension, ready wit, biting sarcasm, great
power of self-control, extreme cunning, and extraordinary
shrewdness of the insane, as well as the wonderful mastery
they have occasionally been seen to exercise over their ac-

knowledged delusions, whilst under the searching analysis

of the ablest and most accomplished advocates of the
day."

Of course, the prosecution here is compelled to fly in

the face of all this, and insist that, in order that insanity

may be proved to exist at all, it must appear so plainly

that he who runs may read it, and that the wayfaring man,
though a fool, may behold the fact at a single glance. We
all remember the testimony of the renowned Erskine in re-

gard to this question. He once examined a man in court
with a view to the discovery of his 'mental alienation,

and spent the entire. day in propounding questions, to

which the unfortunate man, who was really insane, re-
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turned answers wliicli wore pcrfoctly correct and rational.

In this case wbicli wo are now trying, Dr. Young, a very
•excellent physician and a worthy gentleman, says that ho
several times visited the prisoner in jail, and prescribed lor

her ; that his attention was in nowise called to her mental
condition, and that he did not discover any evidences of in-

sanity. This seems conclusive to the minds of the gentle-

men who represent the government ; but in the light of
scientific truth it is nothing : it vanishes as an impercepti-

ble mote in the atmosphere. "WTiat strange delusions

haunt the popular mind on this subject ! We forget that

the mind is a many-stringed instrument, and that, while
it requires every chord in a healthy state to create a per-

fect harmony, yet one may be strained and broken, and
still the others when touched give forth their own unim-
paired tones. It is a matter of history that " Tasso com-
posed his most eloquent and impassioned verses during

paroxysms of insanity. Lucretius wrote his immortal poem
De Heruiii Katara, when suffering from an attack of mental

aberration. Alexander Cruden compiled his Concordance
whilst insane. Some of the ablest articles in Aikin's Bi-

ography were written by a patient in a lunatic asylum."

Subhme inventions have likewise sprung from the labors

of disordered intellects, and exquisite statuary has stood up
at their bidding. But in these most painful instances there

was somewhere a hidden wound which would not heal,

which bled at the touch. When it gaped afresh the whole

instrument wailed forth in melancholy madness, and the

f^t^icken beings were irresponsible for their acts in the sight

of God and man.

And now, gentlemen, as we approach the final and trag-

ical scene where the disaster of this girl's life culminated

in the death of Burroughs, let us pause a moment at Balti-

more. Mrs. Fleming was called for the government, and

yet all will admit that her evidence powerfully sup]>orts the

defense. We see the defendant fitful, nervous, and waver-

ing; as the witness says, not natural. At times she sinks

in long and gloom}- spells of abstracted silence. She gazes

.steadily on space and distance, all unconscious of surround-
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ing objects. She breaks suddenly from these dismal reve-

ries, sometimes in a ghostly and exalted glee.

"Moody madness,

Laughing loud, amidst severest woe.''

At other times she starts up, singing, in plaintive strains,

the broken fragments of some melancholy song, which tells

of disappointed love. When the witness heard her mur-

muring, "I loved him, but he doubted me," she heard the

universal wail of woman's broken heart and wandering

mind. And as the hour drew nigh for her departure to

Washington, she spends a sleepless night poring over these

fond letters of the deceased. The midnight is not more
gloomy than her soul. She is communing with the lost—

-

the lost hopes of other and brighter days—the lost hours

of a radiant joy—the lost hours of love, of happiness, and

promise. She is amidst the tombs, and the demon, Mem-
ory, absorbs and binds her captive. She takes no note of

time. The witness calls her, and finds her still buried in

her thoughts. She starts in a hun-y with a return ticket,

in order to go back to Baltimore that evening. Thus this

lonely being came here, and in this mood of mind she

went to the Treasury building. ISTo wonder when she first

reached there, that the lady, whom the prosecution intro-

duced, noticed a light in her eyes which alarmed her.

Up to this time, where are the indications or expressions

of malice toward the deceased? Where is the evidence

that she premeditated murder? The pistol itself is scarcely

calculated to take life, and it has been shown that she ob-

tained it under the influence of an insane delusion. She-

inquired for Burroughs; she wanted to see him. Was this

with a desire to kill? In the instant that he fell by her

hand, she implored God on her knees to spare him. Does-

the murderer beseech Divinity to spare his victim ? She
offered her life for his if he could be saved. Is this the

conduct of one who lies in wait and assassinates in cold

blood? As his life was ebbing away, she shrieked, "O'

God ! I loved him better than my own soul." Is this the

language of one who, in the exercise of reason, has smit-

ten to death an object of hate and revenge ? Recall that
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awful scene which was deliuoatcd hoforo j-ou liy the Hon.
Secretary of the Treasury, the force and terror of wliich^

even he declared, he could not properly describe. The
rig-id features, the white and gliastly lace, the blazing and
tearless eye, the rapid and, at times, incoherent speech,

imprinted upon his mind, for the first time in his life, the

dreadful reality of absolute despair. He rendered a ver-

dict in favor of her innocence, when, with the instincts of

the kind gentleman, he took ^[rs. McCullough the next

morning to visit her in prison. He had witnessed her state

and condition, and judged the case correctly. There was
neither premeditation, malice, nor design. She was inca-

pable of either. It was the insane paroxysm to which we
have already seen her subjected. We have the medical

testimony, which I shall directly apply, but I will first

support my position from the books.

Fodere, as quoted by Eay, uses this striking language

:

'• The mania, which is accompanied by fury, is very often

periodical ; that is, as if granting an occasional truce to the-

patient, it appears only at certain epochs, between which hfr

enjoys all his reason, and seems to conduct and judge, in

all respects, like other men, if ice except in regard to certain

ideas the tl' ought of which may, at any time, occasion a fresh

paroxysiii."

"Who ever possessed a more painful train of ideas than

Mary Harris ; and if the mere thought of them might, at

any moment, unsettle her reason, how shall we describe

the efiest of the actual presence of Burroughs? For a year

and more the memory of her wrongs at his hands had

pressed like a hot iron on her brain, her health was broken,

she was pursued by a delusion, and shook like an aspen

in the wind ; her nights were bereft of repose, and to her

perturbed spirit day brought no rest or cheering. And

thufl the feverish, drifting wreck of her former self, she

met him. Mental philosophers have declared the result.

It is at such a time that the beautiful language of his

honor s charge is applicable. Frenzy mounts up Ijy the

side of reason, seizes it, and for the time being takes it

prisoner.
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Dr. Combe, one of the ablest thinkers on this subject,

also says

:

" But, however calm and rational the patient may appear

to be during the lucid intervals, as they are called, and
"while enjoying the quietude of domestic society, or the

limited range of a well-regulated asylum, it must never be

supposed that he is in as perfect possession of his senses as

if he had never been ill. In ordinary circumstances and
under ordinary excitement, his perceptions may be accu-

rate, and his judgment perfectly sound; but a degree of
irritability ,of brain remains behind, which renders him unable

to withstand, any unusual emotion, any sudden provocation, or

uny unexpected and pressing emergency."

"We only claim for this unfortunate defendant the demon-
strations of science. We only ask that what universal

•experience has found true of others may be found true of

her. She was very frail in mind and body, and " unable
to withstand any unusual emotion, any sudden provoca-
tion, or any unexpected and pressing emergency." There
was a "cause that hurt her brain," and the appearance of
the deceased revived it in all its bitterness and power. The
flash of the lightning is not more instantaneous and irre-

sistible than was the awful impulse which followed. It

may have been the swift avenging stroke of Nemesis. He
may have beheld the spirit of retribution as he took that
last, fearful glance at her unearthly face; but no attribute

of reason guided her blow. It was the rebound of his own.
acts, which were conceived in guilt, but which now returned
in madness to torment the inventor. He had laid for her a
frightful train of ideas, all connected with himself. His
presence applied the match, and the explosion hurled him
into eternity.

But thus far, gentlemen of the jury, I have dwelt in my
own feeble way upon the condition, language, and conduct
of the prisoner, and the application of standard works of
science, in order to reach the conclusion which is main-
tained by the defense. I now, howe\-er, take one further
and higher step, and plant mj^self on sworn facts, which
you can not disregard, except in violation of your oaths as
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jurors. "We placed upon the stand a gentleman of eminent

distinction as a physician of the diseased mind. Dr. Nich-

ols has pursued this branch of science as a specialty for

over twenty-five j'cars, and has been the superintendent of

the Asylum for tlic Insane in this District for the past eigh-

teen years. His reputation is known extensively through-

out the country, and I may be permitted to say that he has

deeply impressed me as a gentleman of profound intellect,

a vigorous and correct thinker, and a most conscientious

laborer in the vineyard of truth. Life, honor, and justice

are all safe in his hands. He comes before you, and relieves

this ease of every diifieulty. He lifts a weightj^ responsi-

bility from your shoulders, and makes your duties light and
easy t<> be discharged. First, he has heard, and had sub-

mitted to him for inspection, every word of testimony in

this cause to which you yourselves have listened. Sec-

ondly, he has visited the defendant in prison as often as he

conceived necessary, to enable him to form a correct opin-

ion of her condition. His means of information, therefore,

embrace every source. He meets fully and completely the

requirements of medical jurisprudence as an expert. No-

man ever stood up in a court of justice more amply quali-

fied to give an opinion. And in view of this girl's history

and early life, in view of the mental afflictions which over-

•whelmed her, in view of the physical disease which prej-ed

upon her system, and in view of all the facts which her

unhappy case presents to his analytical, discriminating, and

scientific mind, he declares to J'ou, asrthe result of his care-

ful deliberations, that she has suffered from paroxysms of

insanity, and that the act of homicide on the 30th of Janu-

ary arose from an insane impulse, and not from motives of

hate or revenge—in his own language, "that this theory is

more in harmon}- with the truth than the other."

The District Attorney : He did not say that.

Mr. "\''oorhees : He did say it ; and said it even in stronger

language, I believe, than I have used, as the official record

will show.

[The evidence of Dr. Nichols on this point was here read,.

and found to be as stated by the speaker.

—

Bcportcr.]
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Mr. Voorhees : I knew that I was correct. Here, then,

is the whole defense established by the highest evidence

known to the law. The opinion of an expert is a fact in

the case. No other witness can give any opinion at all. Dr.

Nichols, therefore, proves as a fact that, from moral and

physical causes combined, the defendant has labored under

paroxysmal insanity, and that the act for which she is now
on trial was committed during a paroxysm, and under an

insane impulse. You have no legal right to find a verdict

contrary to the testimony of Dr. JSTichols, unless he is un-

worthy of belief, or has been successfully contradicted by-

other competent witnesses, whose opinions are entitled to

greater weight than you attach to his. On this proposi-

tion I rest securely. And on the uncontradicted statement

of this scientific witness I x'isk the life of the prisoner. He
is the Saint Peter of my faith, and on this rock I build the

defense; and neither the power of the public prosecution

nor the gates of private malice shall prevail against it.

But we are met at this point with a proposition by the

prosecution which I undertake to say is without a parallel

in the courts of any country which has been blessed with

the light of civilization. Utterly borne down and crushed

by the evidence of Dr. Nichols, the gentlemen who repre-

sent the government boldly and without a blush declare

that the opinions of men who, like him, have given their

lives to the study of the mind in all its various and myste-

rious phases, are less reliable in the discovery of insanity

than the opinions of those who have bestowed no particu-

lar attention on this great and difficult subject. The cry

of " mad doctors" has been raised, and we heard an appeal
against them in favor of what were styled " common-sense
doctors." Gentlemen, I feel humiliated that I have listened

to such language from such a source. Is there such an
unappeasable rage to take the poor life of this prisoner

that in order to do it these distinguished gentlemen are

willing to resort to the lowest and most pernicious arts of
the profession ? Do they propose to deride the disciples

of learning, the devotees of science ? Will they stand up
here in the noonday of human progress and enter the lists
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as the avowed champions of ignorance ? Who are the
" mad doctors " of the world at whom this persistent and

systematic sneer is leveled? The_y are those \\'ho have

made the subject of insanity a specialty, who have given

their days and nights to incessant and laborious thought,

who have struggled with painful toil to alleviate the direst

woes of their fellow men, to cure those wounds which the

lash of misfortune inflicts, and to pluck from the diseased

mind its rooted sorrows. And is it found necessary to

stamp such characters with odium in order to convict Mary
Harris? Shall we pluck from the scientific heavens their

brightest and boldest luminaries, and accept darkness,

gloom, and mist again ? Shall we strike down that blazing

galaxy of genius, toil, and progress, where the names of

Wiuslow, Esquirol, Eay, Gall, Spurzheim, Rush, Combe,

Prichard, Ellis, HofFbauer, with others of the shining host,

are burning as stars on the front of the sky; and into

whose glorious companionship we anticipate but a few

years by introducing now the name of Di\ ISTichols himself?

These are they against whom the prosecutors invoke the

aid of ignorance and prejudice. They have certainly mis-

taken the age in which they live. The District Attorney

is nearly two centuries in the rear of the still advancing

column of human improvement. There was a period in

the world's history when this assault on men of science

would have relaxed the dull features of stupidity into a

smile and caused blind superstition to nod its ugly head

with approval. There was a time when darkness rested

upon the face of the waters in the scientific world, when

the voice of learning had not yet brought order out of

chaos, when courts of justice were nurseries of bigotry,

when mental derangement was judicially interpreted as the

possession of a demon, and the sufferer declared to be in

familiar communion with the Prince of Evil. At such a

time as this the District Attorney could have charged upon

" mad doctors " amidst acclamations. Could he have found

an enlightened man of science during such a period he

could doubtless have had him hung as a sorcerer or magi-

cian, along with the party whom he declared to be insane.
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And even now, to-daj, wherever there is a cavern in which
the owls and bats of ignorance, superstition, and gangrened

prejudice yet inhabit, whei-e the rays of liberal enlighten-

ment have not yet penetrated, and where no beautiful thing-

has ev£r grown as a sign of progress, there his voice, going

forth from this court-room, in denunciation of the growth,

the achievements, the accumulated treasures of ages, will

be hailed as if clothed with the authority of a heathen

oracle in the days of heathen supremacy. Yes, in order

to ask for a conviction at your hands, he is compelled to

repudiate the products of civilization, recede into the dark-

ness of the past, and from the gloomy fortresses of barbar-

ism shower his missiles on the head of this most unfortu-

nate being. When Paul explained the mysteries of the
redemption, the barbarian official of Home cried out

—

" much learning hath made thee mad." Dr. Mchols pours-

a flood of light upon the issue before this court, and the
law officer of the government says :

" Thou art a mad doc-

tor." It is no part of my purpose to give offense, but in

the name of bright-eyed truth, in the name of immor-
tal science, in the name of the high, advanced banners of
civilization, in the name of the stalwart, conquering spirit

of gigantic progress, in the name of the greatest benefac-
tors of suffering and diseased humanity, in the name of the
liberal, humane, and learned profession of which I am an
humble member, and in the name of an American court of
justice, I protest against this' attempt to break down and
trample under foot the wisdom, the experience, and the
labor of ages, and to destroy, by an unworthy appeal to
the basest prejudices of mankind, those safeguards which
the proudest intellects of the earth have erected around
such victims of misfortune as this young prisoner.

But let us see how the prosecution, after all, has fared in
the issue which it attempted to make between Dr. Nichols
and those members of the medical profession who have
been introduced as witnesses, under the novel title of
"common-sense doctors." Upon a presentation of the
case, detailing the evidence with wonderful fidelfty and
accuracy, every physician, without a single exception, whO'
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was placed upon the stand by the government, conciiricd

instantly and nnroservodly with Dr. Kichols. Di-. May,
Dr. Miller, Dr. Johnson, Dr. Howard—all very eminent,

and of long experience in their pmt'ossion, stimding in the

\ery tV(^nt ranks—swear without hesitation that, in their

opinions, the defendant was subject to parox^'smal insanity,

and that the presence of Burroughs developed a maniacal

impulse, over which she had no control, and before which
he fell. Will it be said that Mr. Bradley did not submit a

fair statement of facts to these medical gentlemen? You
shall judge of that. Would he fabricate a case on which

to obtain their opinions ? The District Attorney and Mr.
Wilson certainly do not mean such an imputation. Can
a man at his time of life, at the head of his profession,

eminent in it before some of ns were born, beloved and re-

spected by all : can he afford to attempt to practice a fraud

upon you in your presence, when you have all the means

of detecting it ? Xo. He submitted the whole case, in-

cluding his own accurate and most intelligent observations

of her wretched condition in prison—a recital so vivid and

eloquent in its faithful simplicity that thoughts of it swell

the heart with emotion, and banish from our minds all idea

of guilt in the conduct of the prisoner.

Let us, then, sum up the result of the medical testi-

mony. Five eminent physicians, with Dr. Mchols at their

head, in this branch of their profession, establish the irre-

sponsibility of the defendant. Four of them were called

by the government to establish the contrary. ISTot one

has given it as his opinion that she was sane at the time

of the homicide. There is absolutely no conflict of evi-

dence on the point, and hence we hold that we have

brought ourselves within the ruling of the court. The

court has charged you that the burden of this issue is

upon us; that it is not enough for us to raise a doubt

in your minds whether she was sane or not, but that we
must establish her insanity by the weight of evidence,

and beyond a reasonable doubt. Favorable as this con-

struction of the law is to the prosecution, yet it can avail

nothing in behalf of a conviction, for not merely the
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weight of tlie evidence, but all, every particle of the evi-

dence touching the question of insanity, is with the defense.

The prosecution stands destitute and naked, without a

shadow of support. I challenge the records of the courts

of this or any other country to show a more perfect and

conclusive defense, or a more powerless and utterly de-

feated prosecution. We hear much said in regard to the

defense of insanity. Many speak of it as a plea manu-

factured by counsel. It is, however, in one vital respect,

like all others—it must be supported by proof or it falls

to the ground. Have we manufactured the positive and

direct testimony of every medical witness introduced on

both sides ? Is this our handiwork ? I submit to you and

to the candid judgment of the country, that if Mary Har-

ris can be convicted under this evidence, if Dr. Mchols

can be broken down in this court, not by contradiction,

but by declamatory appeals to prejudice, and if, finally, the

unbroken chain of scientific testimony can be put aside as

naught, then the great and settled principles of medical

jurisprudence are a delusion and a snare, and the infirmi-

ties of the intellect occasioned by misfortune constitute no

defense for violent and irrational conduct.

And why, without one solitary witness to support their

theory of the case, do the prosecutors so hunger and thirst

for the conviction of this most desolate and bereaved of

sorrowing mortals ? Why do they clamor so fiercely

against the barriers of the law and of the evidence which

encompass her about, m order to drag that sick and fragile

body to a miserable death ? Is it punishment they seek ?

She has suffered more already than the king of terrors in

his most frightful form can inflict. If she had been broken

on the wheel, her limbs disjointed, and her flesh torn in

piecemeal by the most fiendish skill of the executioner, her

tortures would have been merciful compared to the racking

which sunders into fragments the immortal mind. There

is no arrow in death's full quiver that can give this young

breast a new sensation of agony. She has sounded all the

depths and shoals of misery and pain. She has lived in

"A whirling gulf of phantasy and flame."



DEFENSE OF MARY HARRIS. 227

liestore her by your verdict to the soothing influence of
friends, of home. Let her go and lay her aching head on
the maternal bosom of that chuith, which for eighteen

centuries has tenderly ministered to her children in distress.

Let her go and seek, in the love and mercy of the Father

of us all, consolation for the cruelty and inhumanity of

man.

But it is claimed that a conviction must he had for the

sake of example. You have been told that the people of

the District of Columbia demand it. I would not bring

such an argument into court, but when here, I will meet it.

If it be true that you desire examples for the correction of

vice and the preservation of morality, I pray you not to

commence with the humblest, the feeblest, and the most
heliiless. But I deny that the condemnation of the defend-

ant is demanded by the people of this capital. Who are

they who ask her blood at your hands ? I know this peo-

ple, and to some extent, I think I may speak for them. I

have been the recipient of their constant kindness while in

their midst, and as a representative in Congress I have, in

return, dealt with them in a spirit of liberality whenever

I have known their wishes. You were told that the de-

fendant came here from a distance—that the States were

pouring their criminals in upon j'ou, and therefore she

must sutler as a warning to others. Such a statement is

unjust to your people. You want justice, and justice alone,

administered upon all : and who believes that this girl's

life is reriuired as an offering upon the altar of public jus-

tice ? I repel this imputation upon the intelligence and

humanity of this kind and hospitable district. "When you

are d'iscliarged from your protracted confinement and re-

turn to your homes, as you will in a few hours, ask those

whom you meet there, whether they desired you to cut the

feeble thread of this girl's life by your verdict. I will

abide by their answer. To no one has she appeared as the

criminal, save to those who conduct and inspire the prose-

cution. To all others in your midst she has presented the

sad spectacle of calamity and misery. Her purity, her

gentleness, her guileless truth, shining out in every word
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and act, have won to her side in this dark hour your old-

est, your best, and most honored citizens. Her prison abode

has been brightened by the presence of the noblest and

purest of her own sex, and delicate flowers from the loftiest

station in the world have mingled their odors with the

breath of her captivity.* Men, venerable in their years,

and strong in their convictions of the principles of immut-

able right, have been drawn to her assistance by an instinct-

ive obedience to the voice of God, commanding them to

succor the weak, lift up the fallen, and alleviate the dis-

tress of innocence. And now for Mary Harris, and in the

name of Him who showered his blessing on the merciful,

who spoke the parable of the Samaritan, who gave the

promise to those who feed and clothe the stranger in their

gates, and who visit the sick and them that are in prison,

I thank the people of the capital. Add one more obliga-

tion for her to remember until the grave opens to hide her

frora the world. It is in your hands to grant. The law

in its grave majesty ap'proves the act. The evidence with
an unbroken voice demands it. Your own hearts press-

forward to the discharge of a most gracious duty. The
hour is almost at hand for its performance. Unlock the

door of her prison, and bid her bathe her throbbing brow
once more in the healing air of liberty. Let your verdict,

be .the champion of law, of morality, of science. Let it

vindicate civilization and humanity, justice and mercy.

Appealing to the Searcher of all hearts, to that omni-
present eye which beholds every secret thought, for the in-

tegrity of my motives in the conduct of this cause, and for

the sincerity of my belief in the principles which I have
announced, I now, with unwavering confidence in the
triumph of innocence, surrender all into your hands. •

*"Itmaynotbe improper to state tbat Mr. Voorhees here alludes to ,a

beautiful bouquet sent to the prisoner by Mrs. Lincoln, before the White
House had been darkened by murder, the center flower of which signified^

in botanical language, "Trust in me."

Counsel for defense : Jos. H. Bradley, St., of Washington City ; Judge-

Jas. Hughes, of Indiana; Hon. D. W. Voorhees, of Indiana; Judge-

Mason, of Iowa.

For the prosecution : Gen. Carrington, United States District Attor-

ney for the District of Columbia, assisted by Nathaniel Wilson.
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RECONSTRUCTION.

[A speech delivered in tlie House of Representatives, January 9, 1866.]

Mr. Speaker :—I arise to-day to discuss the annual mes-

sage of the President. In doing so, I am aware that to the

majority on this floor I may appear as a meddler in a fam-

ily concern. It would seem, from the remarks of members

here and the comments of the press in various quarters,

that the right to approve or disapprove the policy of the

executive is the exclusive monopoly of the two now bel-

ligerent wings of the dominant party. Indeed, I believe it

is a new and very dangerous phase of disloyalty for one

of the minority to have any opinion at all on the subject.

I can not. however, accept this position of silence and in-

activity. Xot that I wish to bring any reinforcements

which are not sought to the aid of either of the jarring

factions on the opposite side of the chamber, but as a citi-

zen loving my country, and as the representative of a large

and enlightened constituency, it is my duty and my right

here to advocate what in my sight seems best as a remedy

for the evils which surround us. And if this sense of pub-

lic duty leads me to adopt and defend the policy of the ex-

ecutive, what offense can it be to his real or pretended

friends in this body ? llow indignant we were, in the days

of our childhood, over that dog in the manger who would

neither enjoy the comforts and blessings of life himself nor

let anybody else do so ! And here in our mature manhood

•we behold the same principle of action adujited by a great

party. It refuses to indorse the President of its own elec-

tion, and growls and fiercely shows its teeth if any one else

proposes to perfonn that neglected duty.

Allow me, sir, another preliminary dlworvation. I have

no design on this occasion to violate the divine injunction
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which says, " Thou shalt not steal." A few days ago, wheit

I introduced the very brief and very plain resolutions now
under consideration, it was instantly heralded over the

country, and especially in the journal conducted by the-

gentleman from New York [Mr. Kaymond], that I had at-

tempted to " steal the President."

Sir, these hungry and sordid spirits pay a poorer compli-

ment to the President than even they do to me, and I will

hasten to quiet their miserable apprehensions. It is no
part of my purpose to attempt to step between them and
the flesh-pots of public patronage. I have no eye on the

public crib at which they have fed so long and grown so

fat. I do not covet their offices, their rich commissions^

their unfathomable contracts, nor anything that is theirs.

We of the minority have lived through storm and dark-

ness and fiery pei'secutions without such assistance to our
patriotism, and at this late day we shall not bend our knees
because thrift may follow fawning. Our action will be in-

dependent, with no desire, like the adroit animal in the
fable, to take advantage of the quarrel which now rages
among the victors to snatch away the feast over which they
are contending. For my part, as in the past, so in the fu-

ture, I shall pursue what I conceive to be right, indiffer-

ent alike to the allurements of reward or the terrors of
reproach.

And now, Mr. Speaker, what are the issues which are
submitted to the country by the policy of the executive, as

declared in his annual message ? Are they new, strange^
or sinister, that they shonld be received with indignation
and alarm? Is it a document bristling with dangerous
dogmas hitherto unheard of in the administration of the
government ? Does it read like a wide and violent depar-
ture from the teachings of our earlier and happier days ?

Sir, it has been assailed in both ends of the Capitol by the
ablest and oldest veterans of the Republican party, as if

every line was leprous and every word filled with contagion*
and death. Indeed, prior to the meeting of Congress, as
the policy of the President was developed in his treatment
of the Southern States, we beheld the indications of an.
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organized conspiracy to assail him with the masked face

of friendship, but witli the treacherous sword of Joab.

The insidious kiss that l)otriiys is neither new nor respecta-

ble in strategic warfare ; and men and parties have often

heretofore made kindly salutation, " How is it with thee,

my brother?" when their poniard's point was seeking a
vital spot under the fifth rib.

"We lioard, during all the summer and fall, the murmurs
and mutterings of angry dissent, as each new development

of the President's plan to restore the government on its-

ancient foundations, as nearly as now possible, came before

the country. And when my friend and colleague, the

Speaker of this bodj-, for whom I entertain none but feel-

ings of personal kindness, came to this city as the acknowl-

edged heir-apparent to the position which he now fills so

well, what was his language to the public? Did he give

the weight of his voice to the administration ? His words

were carefully studied, and yet it would be hard to discover

from that famous serenade speech that the executive had
done anything at all toward the pacification of the coun-

try. He laid down a policy for Congress, but as nearly as

possible ignored the policy, and even the existence, of the

President. His position was the sign and the forerunner

of the celebrated select committee created by the magic

wand of the conscience-keeper of the majority, the able

and veteran leader from Pennsylvania [Mr. Stevens]—that

potent wand which has evoked from the vasty deep of

political agitation more spirits of evil and malignant mis-

chief than generations, I fear, will be able to exorcise and

put down. By this movement the whole question of re-

storation, with entire forgetfulness of the labors and

achievements of the executive, was placed in commission,

and intrusted to the keeping of a board of political trade,

at whose head stands one who asserts that the Union wiis

destroyed by the war, and that it remains so to this day.

By this movement we are called upon to transport ourselves

back to the chaotic days of last April, and to take no note

of time or events since then. We are asked to ravel to

pieces all that the President has done and to commence the
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knitting process of reunion for ourselves. The healing

principles of the constitution are, in my judgment, rapidly

doing the needed work of restoration, and yet we are, at

this stage of the process, asked to break again the once

fractured limbs, to tear agape the half-closed wounds, and

to cause the whole land to bleed afresh. Sir, I shall stand

by the physician who is working the cure, as against that

blind and fatal empiricism which first pronounces the pa-

tient dead and then commences giving medicine.

Let us indulge ourselves in a retrospect. Let us lift our-

selves to a position which history will occupy some gen-

erations hence, and then ask and answer the question which

is involved in the issue now made against the President

because of his conduct and his policy. I am in no sense

his partisan. I did not support him for the office which
led to his present position. I dreaded the use he would
make of power when he attained it. I feared the opera-

tions of a character which I had heard represented as

strongly tenacious of a sense of personal injury which I

knew he had suffered. But since the day on which he
took the oath of office I have beheld the public magistrate,

not the private man. And who ever, in all the tide of

time, became the head of a great nation under circum-

stances more appalling to the stoutest heart and the most
commanding intellect than those which surrounded him ?

A war, whose tremendous blows had shaken both hemi-
spheres, had just closed, and night and chaos hovered over
the face of the deep. Battles between brethren had been
fought which dwarf and belittle the warlike exploits of all

ages, and which startled the invisible world by the flight

of disembodied spirits. The people and the States of the
whole country, weary, blood-stained, and almost blind from
the fury of the conflict, had paused upon an agreement to
fight no more. But, in that disastrous contest, what
ancient principles of the government had escaped profana-
tion? Who had stopped to count how much the object
cost for which the wager of battle was joined? Laws, lib-

erties, and constitutions had asserted themselves in vain.

And I confess that, as I saw the fierce lightning which.
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civil war ciig'oiulors strike and shiver again and again the

household gods of fireside liberty, and blast almost every

eacred fane of American worship, I had my hours of ab-

solute despair—not despair over the unity of our territo-

rial boundaries, but that when those boundaries should be
restored they would embrace nothing but the dead, cheer-

less, and cold ashes of the former bright and glowing fires

of freedom. I shrank from the contemplation of a ruined

Republic and a triumphant despotism with more unfeigned

horror than I ever shrank from the contemplation of death,

and the grave. And when the sound of the last cannon

died away on the sorrowful and stricken fields of A^irginia

and the Carolinas, he who, at the head of affairs, would
breathe into the expiring form of legal liberty the breath

of life, and by his touch revive and erect again in form and
substance the ancient body of the Kepublic, although,

bruised, maimed, and in part defaced, and requiring time

to renew its strength—that man, whoever he may be, and
whatever may be his political views on other questions, is.

In my eyes, the savior of his country.

Sir, historj^ tells a melancholy story of usurpations at

fiuch periods. They are the opportunity of tyrants and

mad, impracticable innovators. He who wishes to

mount to imperial power on the ruins of civil liberty,

or \)X a change in the form of the government to carry

out schemes of private hate or Utopian speculation, would

embrace the month of April, 1865, in American history, as

the point from which to deal destruction. But, starting

from tiiat point, what direction did the President pursue ?

There ai-e many matters of minor detail for which subor-

dinate ofiicials are mainly responsible, which I might wish

widely different, but I am now dealing with the main ([ues-

tion of re.'itoration. Upon his first utterance, he gave no-

tice of the doctrine, then as now, that the American Union

had never been broken, and that its States had never ceased

to exist. This gave assurance to the country at once that

he was a conservative and not a destructive, a restorer of

an ancient order of things, and not a destroyer in the name

of progress and reform. How can I fail to support him in
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this position, when my own language, March 9, 1864, in

the midst of the sound of arms was as follows ? I quote

from a speech delivered by me in this House :

" The great leader of the administration on this floor, the

gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Stevens], has deliber-

ately here announced, after all our sacrifices, sorrows, and

loss, that the Union of our fathers is dead, and that he who
attempts its resurrection is a criminal, instead of a patriot.

He goes further, and admits all the seceded States have

ever claimed—their nationality. They have sought in vain

in all the four quarters of the earth for recognition. They

find it at last at the hands of those who speak for the ad-

ministration on this floor.

" Sir, I deny this doctrine. I plant myself on the con-

stitution, which recognizes an unbroken Union. I shall

stand there in every vicissitude of fortune, and, if I fall, it

will be when the people themselves abandon their own con-

stitution. By the principles of this mighty instrument, I

expect finally a restoration of the union of the States.

Every hour which the party in power prolongs its control

of aft'airs postpones the auspicious day ; but as I behold the

future, it will assuredly come. Material and indestructible

interests unite every section except that which prospers on
fanaticism. And I here to-day, in the spirit of one who-

expects and desires his posterity and theirs to live together

in the ancient and honorable friendship of their fathers,

warn the Southern people not to look forward to separation

and independence, but to embrace every opportunitj^ for

co-operation with the conservative men of the North, wha
will aid with their lives, if need be, to secure them all their

rights and institutions as free and equal citizens of the
United States."

This doctrine is the chief corner-stone of the message,

and has invited the attack of theoretical reform, but prac-

tical disunion. Shall I stop at this day and hour of Amer-
ican history to discuss the right or power of a State to-

secede ? I never entertained such a principle, nor did even
many of the principal leaders of the late attempt to estab-

lish the Confederacy of the South. They asserted the
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right of revolutiou and used the orgauizatiou of State gov-

ernments in aid of that movement. But who now requires

an argument on this point? Do we not all understand and
know that this theory of dead States is now proclaimed

simply because its adoption would give better scope to ul-

terior designs of vengeance and revolutionary destruction?

It is true that the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Ste-

vens] has been consistent in his devotion to it when he
stood almost if not quite alone; but that simply proves

that he could foresee at a greater distance than his fellow-

laborers the means which would be required to accomplish

their party ends when the war ceased. He knows that

"dead carcasses,'' in his own striking language, are more
easily carved to pieces, torn limb from limb, and devoured

by the hungry maw of confiscation than living States.

The dead can make no protest when the mutilating knife

is applied. Certain beasts of prey, we are told, prefer to

find their quarry ready slain, in order to feast upon it in

comfort and repose. And so the radical party of the coun-

try would find it easier far to make its unnatural banquet

on the rights, privileges, laws, liberties, and i)roperty of the

South, by declaring at once that there is no living political

community in all that wide region to exclaim against the

enormity. Its reasoning on this point is that it is safer and

less troublesome to rob a corpse than it is to pick the pock-

ets of the living. This is the highwayman's doctrine of

convenience, introduced here now as a party platform. It

is more and worse. It is an assertion that the American

Union itself is dead. While it claims that the Southern

States have destroyed themselves, yet it admits that, like

blind Samson of old, in their dying agonies they seized

hold of the pillars and tore the temple in ruins to its very

foundations, and that they, in their desolation to-day, are

only a portion of the general wreck. It is notice to the

world that the war to restore the Union was an utter fail-

ure; that the war is over, and yet the Union is rent in

twain. We have incurred a debt which would absorb for

its payment now one-fourth of all the taxable property in

the United States. Blood has flown like the torrents of the
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mountains, and lives have been swept away like autumn
leaves in a storm, and yet neither people nor States, accord-

ing to the logic which assails the President, have been

brought back into the Union to repay these stupendous

sacrifices. But still further. In what attitude before the

civilized nations does this pernicious heresy place the Fed-

eral government ? If we were waging war on an independent

power, a separate existing nation, how was it that we re-

fused all negotiations for peace except upon the basis of its

utter annihilation ? "Wars between different civilized pow-
ers are made to repair inj uries, to resent insults, or to re-

claim rights which have been denied ; but there is no law
of nations which justifies one government, because of its

superior strength, in inflicting obliteration and murder upon
its inferior neighbor. This doctrine is one of barbarism,

in which the law of force is the law of right. Much pa-

thetic eloquence and many bitter tears have attested the

world's sympathy with Poland, with Hungar^'^, and with
poor, poor Ireland, and maledictions attend upoQ their de-

stroyers ; but with what curses of indignation would an
enlightened posterity and an impartial history assail its for

blotting out hj sheer force of arms a nation of our own
kindred, who simply desired to possess their own in peace
and leave us to do the same ! Sir, in every aspect the the-

ory which now controls the majority of this House is fraught
with death and disgrace to the Republic. I turn from its

contemplation to a more cheerful theme. I will contrast
against it the conduct and principles of the executive, for
which I think he deserves well at the hands of his coun-
trymen.

What was the wish, the hope, the prayer of every heart
not fatally bent on mischief, not an enemy to the human
race, when the last of the Southern forces laid down their
arms ? "Was it that this bitter period of strife should be
prolonged, and the fires of hate and malice kept alive for-
ever ? Was it that at the close of such a hurricane, with
the billows yet swelling in angry commotion around us, we
were to start afresh upon the long voyage of political dis-

•covery and legislative piracy which the bold mariner from
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Pennsylvania [Mr. Stevens] and his radical followers now,

like Viking robbers of the ancient seas, point out to us?

"Was it not rather that the vessel should be brought back

and quietly and firmly anchored as nearly as possible to her

old mooring? Was it not rather that the corner-stones,

boundary lines, and landmarks of the fathers of the Re-

public should be traced out and restored? I here assert

that when the President closed the temple of Janus, re-

fused to go in search of new principles by which to admin-

ister the government, and extended the hand of friendship

and assistance to the crippled and bleeding, though living

—

ves, living States of the South, he met the demands of the

popular will, and laid claims to the gratitude of the present

and the future. The gentleman from Pennsylvaiiia [Mr.

Stevens] says such a recognition of their existence, coming

from '• a man of respectable standing, is something worse

than ridiculous." The American people to-day do not

thinlc so, nor will their posterity.

It is contended, however, that the executive had no power

to appoint provisional governors. There are those in my
own party, as well as in the other, who assert that this

-was a usurpation. First allow me to observe that a usurpa-

tion, even if it be such, to restore, to build up, to give

health and strength to the sick and prostrate, is far easier

to be borne than a usurpation to crush and destroy. But

I do not view the conduct of the President as a usurpation

at all. By his oath he must enforce the laws. He found

States without legal officers and unable to move forward

in the channel of their duties. A State of this Union,

when the Federal laws are no longer obstructed, can not

be in passive abeyance. It is an integi-al part of the Fed-

eral bod}', and if the body be sound there can be no par-

alysis among its members—they must have vitality; and,

in the performance of his duty, the President used the best

means in his power to revive and restore their lawful func-

tions. And much more was I reconciled to the use of this

power when I saw on whom the selections of the President

fell. And I think, too, that with what I was pleased on

this point my radical friends were equally ilispleased. I
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hailed such names as Sharkey, Perry, Johnson, and Par-

sons, and, indeed, all the provisional governors, as bright

omens of a good administration, as harbingers of peace

and happiness to the Southern people, and of union, peace,

and prosperity to the whole country. But then what a

military governor, of South Carolina, for instance, that

idol of the radicals, General Eutler, would have made

!

Ay, there is the rub. What fat, unctious, juicy pickings

have been lost to the faithful by this cruel policy of the

President ! "What shoals of loyal, hungry sharks swimming
around in these northern waters have been cheated out of

their anticipated prey! All the wolves and jackals that

wait till the battle is over in order to mangle the dead and

the wounded, snarled their disappointment and rage at the

President, but will now open in a full chorus of joy over

the delightful vision which arises before them from the

formation of the committee of fifteen.

The gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Stevens] saw fit

to announce that the position of the President, in regard

to the Southern States, was "not an ai'gument, but a mock-
ery." I partly dissent. I think it is both. Pc is an un-

answerable argument in behalf of the early and true prin-

ciples of the Government, and it is also an ovei'whelming

and consuming mockery of the bloody designs, avaricious

hopes, and greedy expectations of all those who desired,

Avhen the war was over, to rule the people of the South
without the restraint of law; to humiliate them with
an iron rod; to confiscate their lands and buy them in at

nominal prices; to change the proprietorship of the soil

and drive into exile and destitution its present owners un-
til a new population should take control and, by the aid

of the enfranchised negro, plant a Puritan ascendency all

over the South; who here now unfurl the banner of "ter-

ritorial condition," because all these consequences follow

its triumph. Sir, this class has been mocked, and God and
angels and all good men rejoice in their confusion. Their
ascendency in this land would create a pandemonium of
discord and a carnival of all the dark and cruel spirits of
hate and revenge for generations to come. The President
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had them in his mind, wlion, in combating the proposition

of military governors for the South, he says:

"The chief persons who -would have followed in the

train of the army would have been dependents on the gen-

eral government, or men -who expected profit from the

miseries of their erring fellow-citizens."

But, Mr. Spoakov, allow me to inquire whether this op-

position to the executive is not a new discovery, an after-

thought, manufactured for a special purpose on the part of

those who adhered to and upheld the late administration

of yir. Lincoln, in regard to the continued existence and vi-

talitv of the Southern States during the late rebellion. Are
they not estopped from this assault, as the gentleman from

Pennsylvania [Mr. Stevens] says, "both by matter of rec-

ord and matter in pais?'' In more than a hundred ways

aud forms, by military orders, in his annual messages, in

instructions to our foreign ministers, in letters and speeches

to his own countrymen, and especially by his numerous

proclamations, the late executive always and at all times

recognized the enduring: existence of all the States over

which the American flag had ever floated. I quote a sin-

gle passage from the proclamation of emancipation, which,

in my judgment, was a usurpation of power, but had at

least the merit of not attempting to abolish States

:

" That on the 1st day of January, in the year of our

Lord 1863, all persons held as slaves within any State, or

designated part of a State, the people whereof shall then

be in rebellion against the United States, shall be then,

thenceforward, and forever free ; and the executive govern-

ment of the United States, including the military and naval

authority thereof, will recognize and maintain the freedom

of such persons, and will do no act or acts to repress such

persons, or any of them, in any efforts they may make for

their actual freedom.
" That the executive will, on the Ist day of January

aforesaid, by proclamation, designate the States and parts

of States, if any, in which the people thereof, respectively,

shall then be in rebellion against the United States ;
and

the fact that any State, or the people thereof, shall on that
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day be in good faith represented in the Congress of the

United States by members chosen thereto at elections

wherein a majority of the qualified voters of such States

slEiall have partieijaated, shall, in the absence of strong-

countervailing testimony, be deemed conclusive evidence

that such State, and the people thereof, are not then in

rebellion against the United States."

This was written and promulgated after the passage of

every ordinance of secession ; when the party in rebellion

occupied and held in a hostile manner a certain portion of

territory; had declared their independence; had cast off

their allegiance; had organized armies; had commenced
hostilities against their former sovereign ; and yet the gen-

tleman from Pennsylvania and liis present followers uttered

no dissent to its doctrines. It was the subject of indis-

criminate praise from those very organs which now seek

to blast and ruin the same policy in the hands of his suc-

cessor. There is no escape here. The late chief of the

great party of the North dealt with American States, the
people whereof were in rebellion, and not with a foreign

power subject to conquest; and if his memory is sacred to

his followers, they should not insult it by pronouncing his

policy a delusion and a mockery ere his untimely tomb is

fairly closed.

Sir, I am aware that many on the opposite side of the
chamber do not indorse the destructive theory of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania, but who are nevertheless as-

sisting to carry its results into practice. They deny his
premises that the States are dead, but concur in his conclu-
sion that they shall not be represented on this floor. To-
my mind their position is the worst of all. They embrace
a consequence without a cause. They have reached an end
which has no beginning. They are standing on a structure
which has no foundation. While the premises of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania are unsound, yet his logic is

true. But those who refuse to follow him, and yet deny
representation, have neither premises nor logic. If the
States are out of the Union, of course their representatives
are strangers to us; but if they are in the Union, what
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power can close those doors against them except the power
of lawless, revolutionary toree? "Representatives and di-

rect taxes shall be apijortioiied among the several States

which mav be inclnded within this Union accordina: to

their respective numbers." This is the language of the

federal constitution. It also declares that " each State

sluiU have at least one representative." Are these States,

tlien, " included within this Union ?"' If they are, how can

we deny, in the very teeth of the constitution, to receive

their representatives? What madness is this which pro-

jtoses to govern the people of eleven American States

—

States "included within this Union"—without representa-

tion 'r Where, on this side of the ocean, has been found
such a monstrous principle of government? Its adoption

would carry us back to the days of King George, and as

fatally subvert liberty as if Cornwallis had triumphed on
tlie~^plains of Yorktown.

But the advocates of this doctrine say that this phase of

absolute despotism is only to last for a season ; that these

States are only to go unrepresented for a few years, until

guarantees, guarantees for the future, are obtained. Guar-

antees for the future ! This vague term is another political

convenience, like that of " dead States." Under it each

innovator, dreamer, and revolutionist throughout the

land can demand and require the fulfillment of all his fan-

ta;:tic desires againsttheSouth, before he is willing to admit

her representatives. It is the cloak for every higher-law

purpose now abroad in the public mind. It is a well-filled

arsenal from which to shower confiscation, negro suftrage,

reapportionment, proscription of persons, and every other

missile of torture that was ever leveled at an unfortunate

people.

Sir, I deny that a State can be refused her representa-

tion for a single moment on such grounds. Peace and

obedience to law are the only guarantees for the future

which any government can justly require of its citizens.

Where is the power in the constitution whereby anything

more can be demanded ? Or has that instrument become

a dead letter to us because we have been four years iu

o
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forcing others to obey it ? If we are not released from
it, let me see the section on the subject of guarantees which
authorizes Congress to close its doors in the face of the

representatives of the people until they sign deeds of po-

litical capitulation. It may be said that the President

himself has required guarantees in his policy of restora-

tion. Even if he did so, I do not understand that he
proposed to make their refusal a pretext for violating the

constitution himself. But I have not regarded his ad-

vice to the South in the nature of this movement in Con-
gress. On the great question of slavery I hold that the
action of the Southern States in adopting the constitu-

tional amendment has been Avise and beneficent. The
system was destroyed already by the force of arms and the
operations of war, but it is better for the future dignity and
history of the nation that a fact accomplished of the ut-

most magnitude should have the sanction of fundamental
law. It was a vast step, too, toward a speedy restoration,

and that alone is a powerful appeal in favor of the counsel
of the executive and the action of the South.

One other subject has been much canvassed under this

new-coined phrase of guarantees for the future. The .war
debt incurred by the Southern States in their -attempt to
establish a confederacy has been shaken in the face of
the l^orthern people to incite them to a policy of distrust
and severity. Everybody well knows, of course, that it

will never be paid. All history tells us that the debt of a
defeated revolution is always lost. The government
that contracted it is no more, and the ruined and ex-
hausted people gladly turn their backs on the dead and
melancholy past and look forward to the future with new
hopes, new ties, and a new destiny. As to the victor in
arms ever assuming such a debt, no instance is known in
the annals of mankind, and such an idea is not respectable
outside of an asylum for the insane. I regarded, therefore,
the war debt of the South as fit only for one use—the
declamation of the demagogues and malign purposes of
political agitators. Hence I voted a few days ago that
it should be buried out of sight and out of mind in the
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most ctiective and conclusive manner. I did not do so

because I wanted a guunintee on that subject, but simply

because I wished to remove it as an obstacle in the path-

way of reunion, and as a means of useless and pernicious

discord in the future.

But again, as to the right of representation, immediate

and without any other guarantee than obedience to the

constitution. I shall now prove that the refusal to admit the

Southern representatives arises from a sense of power and

not of justice ; that while the Southern people were in

arms no position of the kind was assumed by any depart-

ment of the government, and that harder terms are now
tendered to a defeated than were held out to a defiant enemy.

In the proclamation of the late chief magistrate, from which

I have already quoted, he clearly and explicitly asserts the

right of any State, whose people were then in hostility to

the general government, to be represented in the federal

Congress, and announces that he will consider such fact as

an evidence that neither the State nor its people are any

longer in rebellion. Where, then, was the guarantee doc-

trine '? It had not yet been born. We were then wooing

and courting representation because it suited our purposes

to do so. We are now repelling it for the same reason.

The great proclamation was then akin to the gospels of

righteousness. Now, I challenge the committee of hfteen

to report in its favor. It is deserted in the house of its

friends, and I am found defending the only healthy and

legal spot in it. But, potent as it was considered, yet it

was not the only expression that emanated from the high

places of the last administration, which confounds the phi-

losophers of this new faitli. On the 6th of February, 1863,

Mr. Seward informed Europe and the ci\ilized world that

seats in Congress "are also vacant, and inviting the sena-

tors and representatives of the discontented party who may
be constitutionally sent there from the States involved in

insurrection." Did these vacant scats invite the represen-

tatives and senators of a foreign nation with whicli we

were waging a war for annihilation ? Did the Secretary

of State attach any (jthcj- condition to the representation
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of the people then in arms against the govei-nment, than

attaches to the representation of every other portion of

the American people? He only asked that it might be-

constitutionally done, and this requirement is of universal

application to the whole country. It nieans no more in

Georgia than it does in ISTew York ; it means no more in

Virginia than it does in Massachusetts. It interpolates-

nothing upon the practice of the government under the-

constitution from the hour of its birth do-wn to the day on

which an inquisition -was sued out in this House, in the-

shape of a committee of fifteen, in order to discover some
means of adopting the old British system of colonial

bondage.

But, sir, it may, in ans-\ver to these citations, be said

that it is not within the province of the executive depart-

ment of the government to determine the question of rep-

resentation in the legislative department. But has not

Congress itself made a record on this subject which it can

not ignore, and which the majority dare not face? Has it

not oflicially, over and over again, in both branches, assumed
the very position which it now seeks with such flagrant

assurance to repudiate ? The cry is now that we must look

to Congress for our policy of restoration. This place has

suddenly become a citadel of wisdom, power, and domin-

ion. It is a city of refuge, -Where all the disappointed spo-

liators, insane anarchists, bloody Jacobins, promoters of

vengeance, disturbers of the peace, self- constituted saints-

who imagine themselves in partnership with the Almighty
to assist Plim in punishing the sins of the world, where
law-breakers and revolutionists of every shade and color

now flee to escape from the wise, successful, and constitu-

tional policy of the President. " To your tents, Israel
!

"

was the ancient and legitimate cry of alarm. " Look to

Congress, look to Congress ! " now rings out on the air as a

call to battle in behalf of chaos, disorder, and intermina-

ble woes. The populace of France, tossed in a tumultuous-

delirium of hate, drunken with blood, dethroning Deity
and reverencing a harlot, shouted, " Look to the Assembly,
look to the Assembly !

" where the Mountain murdered the-
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Oiroudists, and where Eobosiiioriv, Marat, and Saint Just

planned, in the name of public virtue, the destruction of

human life and of human society. But, sir, if we must
'• look to Congress/' let me show the wistful gazers a pic-

ture of congressional action which will fill their hearts

with dismay, and which Congress itself can not to-day

behold without feelings of liumiliation and shame over its

present position.

Did I not serve here in this hall during the fury of the

rebellion, when the tiames of war scorched the very front

of the heavens, with representatives from the State of Lou-
isiana? Were they not admitted to the "vacant seats,"

which invited their return, by the very men who now
stand like surlj- sentries at these doors, and answer their

hailing sign of entrance eitlier with the response of "Dead
i^tates

' or " Guarantees ? " "Was Tennessee destroyed, or

were her people entitled to no voice here because of her ordi-

nance of secession ? Sir, her name was called here during

more than half the period of the war, and the representatives

ofher people answered to their names in both ends of the cap-

itol. The gentleman who in vain sought even a recognition

-of his own existence in tliis body when the present Congress

was organized, [Mr. Maynard] was then here with the full

sanction of the same political majority, which now spurns

him from the door of its caucus room, and drives him from

the protection which the escutcheon of his glorious State,

under the administration of law, aftbrds its representatives

in Congress. Shall we now assert that at that time Ten-

nessee was a portion of a foreign government? Shall we
then, as the next step of supreme absurdity, declare the

President of the United States himself an unnaturalized

foreigner, a captive to our lance and spear, entitled doubt-

less to kind treatment, but in no sense a citizen of the

United States, inasmuch as he never expatriated himself

from the alien and hostile province of Tennessee, and

never acknowledged himself subdued to the embraces of

the federal flag as the symbol of a separate nationality ? I

am pi'epared to hear even this miserable libel on American

institutions asserted. Nothing is allowed to stand in the
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way of fanaticism. Its purposes are inexorable, and it*

devotees often deem themselves in truth and honesty the-

philosophers of their age ; but Frederick the Great made
a wise observation when he said, " If I wanted to ruin one

of my provinces I would make over its government to the

philosophers." Their theories are always, in advance of

their times ; and in practical sense and actual utility, they

meet neither the requirements of the past, present, nor fu-

ture. The philosophers of Congress at least contradict

themselves at very short stages of progress, and give na
evidence of either ability or consistency. Why, sir, the-

records of this body, as well as of the Senate, will show
that Virginia, too—Virginia, whose fiery and lofty crest

shone in the very front of the rebellion, whose plains were-

its battle-field, and in whose soil so many of its heroes lie-

buried—was here as a State when the roar of her hostile

cannon could be heard on Capitol hill. Those who claimed

to be her representatives came, and they were received.

They were required to give no pledges then for the futur&

good behavior of their constituents, nearly all of whom
were obeying the orders of General Lee. Then thej were-

to be trusted without guarantees ; but now that peace has

been restored, and there is not an armed hand in all her

borders to dispute the federal authority, her people are

much more dangerous, and the presence of their represen-

tatives here would give a fatal blow to the public safety L

Such is the miserable position to which the engineers of

this new movement are reduced !

Mi\ Deming : Will my distinguished friend from Indiana

[Mr. Voorhees] inform this House when he thinks the right

to representation here from these States commenced ? Did
it commence at Antietam, at Gettysburg, or when did it

commence ?

Mr. Voorhees : I will answer the question of the gentle-

man from Connecticut [Mr. Deming.] But as my time is-

getting short, I trust I shall be excused from further inter-

ruption. My answer is, " Peace and obedience to law are
the only guarantees for the future which any government
can require of its people." And when peace and obedience
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to law reign among au}- portion of the American people, I
hold that they are entitled to representation here.

Mr. Deming : Then I suppose it will be necessary for the

gentleman to show that obedience to law exists at this

time in the reclaimed territories ?

Mr. Yoorhees : Undoubtedly. I think the President and
General Grant have shown that fact.

But one step further in this congressional record. As if

to forever settle the construction which should be placed

upon the condition of the Southern States, and their right

to representation, Congress enacted and the President ap-

proved a law on the 4tli of March, 1862, which I here read

:

Chap. XXXVI.—An act fixing the number of the House of Representa-

tives from and after the .Sd of March, 1863.

Be it enacted by the Senate and Souse of Representatives of
the United States of America in Congress assembled, That
from and after the third day of March, 1863, the number
of members of the House of Representatives of the Con-

gress of the United States shall be two hundred and forty-

one ; and the eight additional members shall be assigned

one each to Pennsylvania, Ohio, Kentucky, Illinois, Iowa,

Minnesota, Vermont, and Phode Island.

In order to obtain the number of two hundred and forty-

one representatives as contemplated by this law, every

Southern State whose citizens were in revolt, must have

been represented according to her population. "What more

can I do than to make this statement ? What argument

could add to its binding force ? If men will repudiate to-

day what they did yesterday, if they refuse to be bound by

their own principles declared in the solemn form of a law,

if the highest precedents of their own official action fall

without force upon their ears, then, indeed, they are beyond

the power of reason, and callous to the reproach and deri-

sion of the world.

Sir, the most melancholy phase of corrupted and falleu

human nature is its seliish tenacity to the low purposes of

the hour. In their headlong pursuit it spurns the fixed

principles and everlasting laws of the universe from its

sordid pathway. It scofts at wisdom that is " hoary and
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white with eld," and jeers the venerable experiences of

ages if they arise as obstacles to its immediate gratifica-

tion. Constitutions, laws, and sacred ordinances are

lighter than cobwebs in the way of its consuming desires.

Even the dread J^ehovah, who made man and the code of

divinity which claims his obedience, is but dimly remem-
bered when the prize of the heart's dearest passion lies

close and tempting to our hands. Our line of vision is on

the level before us. We bow to the earth and worship its

transient spoils, while the stars which sail over our heads

and beckon us to celestial duties and betoken eternity, go
unheeded in their grandeur. We hear the siren voice of

the moment, but fail to catch the loftier harmony of the

eternal spheres. Who has fathomed the dark and mysteri-

ous depths of his own motives ? The rules of right rise

or sink as they can be made subservient to our interests,

our hopes, our loves, and our hates. The merchant prince

of to-day adopts a new principle of trade from yesterday,

because his harvest of profit will be richer and his cham-
bers of wealth enlarged. The rulers and legislators of na-

tions do the same. Napoleon worshiped with the faith of

a Moslem at the pyramids, when he dreamed of reviving

and reigning on the throne of the Pharaohs. He im-

prisoned the annointed successor of St. Peter when the un-

appeasable rage of his ambition strove for the empire of

Europe. He died with the consecrated wafer on his lips

when he sought the salvation of his soul in the midst of

the storm at Helena. Cromwell commenced his career in

the name of the Lord, the champion of liberty, and the

enemy of kings. His present purposes were gained by
these fair and specious pretensions, but he passed from the

earth as the first of an imperial dynasty, with every vestige

of civil and religious toleration destroyed, and every evi-

dence of free government swept from the British empire.

David, the king, the statesman, the warrior, and the man
of letters, yielded to the temptation of a beautiful but
momentary vision, darkened his fame with cowardly and
cruel murder, and corrupted his line with the offspring of

a twofold crime. Even the primeval parents of the human
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race, who had communed face to face with the Eternal

Presence, and whose daily guests in the bowers of Eden

were the angels and ministering spirits from liouvon, looked

no higher nor further than the branches of the tree where

the forbidden fruit hanging in fatal splendor promised an

immediate enjoyment, and the fultilUnent of immediate de-

sires. And are these mournful instances in the sad pliilos-

ophy of human nature to bring us no lesson of warning in

the discharge of our present duties? Shall we grasp the

close, proximate pleasure of power and revenge in defiance

of all the principles of the Kepublic, in violation of its con-

stitution, and in contempt of all our own deliberate and

solemn committals, with no thought or care for the future,

which will be filled with misery, disaster, and shame? It

may be so. The present is more powerful here than the

past or the future. The majority of Congress as utterly

ignores its own record of the last four years as if it was

blotted from the memory of man ; and to attain an unlaw-

fal result would launch the people of this government on a

future destitute of constitutional protection.

Mr. Speaker, I shall here rest the discussion of the rela-

tion which the Southern States bear to the federal govern-

ment, and their right to representation in these halls. It

was one of the very few great questions that arose during

the war, in which both the political parties of the North

agreed. The principle that the union was unbroken, was

declared in the platforms of all the conventions, from the

emallest to the greatest ; and now that its denial has be-

come the corner-stone of a new and aggressive faith, I

have found but little difficulty in showing that the doc-

trines of the constitution and the highest official actions

of every department of the government alike, invoke us

to resist the bold advances of this baleful and destructive

heresy. There are other points, however, on which I wish

briefly to dwell in connection with my support of the

principles enunciated in the annual message of the Presi-

dent.

Second only in importance to the mighty question of

union and constitutional government is the financial pol-
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icy, whicli, through the approaching generations of sweat,

toil, and pain, shall govern the tax-payers of this deeply-

indebted nation. Our public debt has assumed proportions

so vast and threatening that thinking men shudder in its

contemplation. There would be no profit now in inquiring

whether it might have been less, and yet the Union pre-

served. It is a fixed reality, and fastened upon us beyond

the power at least of present rescue. I have decided opin-

ions which apply to the past, and which I have expressed,

and which I shall never recall. I now approach the future

in connection with results over which I had no control, but

which none the less impose duties incident to the position

which I hold. These duties I shall discharge with not one

partisan or selfish motive, in the interest of every tax-payer

and every son of labor in the whole' land.

Sir, how long can the inequalities of our present revenue

system be borne ? How long will the poor and the labor-

ious pay tribute to the rich and the idle? We have two

great interests in this country, one of which has prostrated

the other. The past four years of sufii"ering and war has

been the oppoi'tune harvest of the manufacturer. The

looms and machine shops of ^ew England and the iron

furnaces of Pennsylvania have been more prolific of wealth

to their owners than the most dazzling gold mines of the

earth. I might here stop and dwell on statistics and figures,

but the public mind is already familiar with their startling

import. They are the result of class legislation, of a mo-
nopoly of trade established by law. It may be said that

they indicate prosperity. Most certainly they do ; but it

is the prosperity of one who obtains the property of his

neighbor without any equivalent in return. The present

law of tariff is being rapidly understood. It is no longer

a deception, but rather a well-defined and clearly-recog-

nized outrage. The agricultural labor of the land is driven

to the counters of the most gigantic monopoly ever before

sanctioned by law. From its exorbitant demands there is

no escape. The European manufacturer is forbidden our

ports of trade for fear he might sell his goods at cheaper

rates, and thus relieve the burdens of the consumer. "We
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have declared by law that there is hut one market into whieh

oureitiz.ens shall go to make their pnruliases, and we have

left it to the owne^^i of the market to iix their own prices.

The bare statement of such a principle forsliudows at once

the consociuenoes which tlow from it. One class of citizens,

and bv far the largest and most useful, is placed at the

mercy, for the necessaries as well as luxuries of life, of the

fostered, favored, and protected class to whose aid the whole

power of the government is given. Will not such a priv-

ilege be abused ? Can avaricious human nature withstand

such a temptation ? Is it any wonder or mystery that the

farmer and mechanic are paying more than fourfold the

actual value of every article which supplies their daily

wants and necessities ?

But it is claimed that this system is a means of revenue

to assist in the payment of the public debt. Even if this

be true, its iniquity would be infinitely aggravated. I

would rather be directly robbed than forced to assume, in

the name of justice and right, the burdens and obligations

of others more able to meet them than I am. Must the-

Western people, because they are consumers and not man-

ufacturers, be compelled by indirection to meet a large pro-

portion of the debts of their fellow-citizens in other sec-

tions ? Sir, this question must be met. It is in the minds

and mouths of all our laboring classes in the West ; and

they will hail with general joy the fact that the President

has declared ia their favor and against the policy of the-

bloated and plethoric oppressors. I quote from his mes-

sage : •

" Xow, in their turn, the property and income of the

country should bear their just prof)ortion of the burden of

taxation, while in our impost system, through means of

which increased vitality is incidentally imparted to all the

industrial interests of the nation, the duties should ho so

adjusted as to fall most heavily on, articles of luxury, leav-

ing the necessaries of life as free from taxation as the ab-

solute wants of the government, economically administered,

will justify."

It is true that had I the power I would go further than
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this position of the executive. Free trade with all the

markets of the world is the trne theory of government.

No nation should prevent its citizens from buying where-

ever their hard earnings will buy most and go furthest. K
a Hottentot can make and sell a bolt of cloth, or of muslin,

or calico, cheaper than a New England senator, who a few

•days since asked for increased protection to his manufac-

tories [Mr. Sprague], it is the right of any laborer in this

broad land to pass by the civilized but rapacious senator

and obtain from the barbarian a better return for the

sweat of his brow. For revenue I would look to thfe actual

wealth of the country, and make it contribute accordingly.

But this just and philosophical system of trade and gov-

ernment is not now within our reach, and I am content to

accept the recommendation of the President to adjust the

present impost system to the basis of revenue alone and

not of protection. It is a step in the direction of true and

practical reform—a reform in favor of that mighty branch

of industry on which all nations depend for their wealth and
power. It is a manly and honest blow aimed at a monop-
oly as arrogant, avaricious, and deaf to justice as the Brit-

ish East India Corporation under Hastings or Olives. Nor
is it any new doctrine. The people will hail it as a famil-

iar friend of their former and happier days, and indorse it

as they did then.

In close and immediate connection, however, with this

branch of the message, the President has uttered another

Benteuce on which the eye of the toiling, sunburnt tax-payer

will linger long and gratefully, At the close of the weary
•day, as he counts up his feeble gains, looks into the heavy
exj^enses of his family and his farming under high pi"o-

tective tariff prices, and shudders at the thought of the

approaching tax-gatherer, knowing that for him and his

hard-earned substance there is no escape, he will in his

heart thank the man who as President wrote the follow-

ing lines

:

" No favored class should demand freedom from assess-

ment, and the taxes should be so distributed as not to fall
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iiiuhily on the poor, but rather ou the accumulated wealth

of the country."

Sir, is there a favored class in our midst that demands
freedom from assessment ? Are there those who, at such

a time as this, demand that their property shall be ex-

empted from the burdens of taxation? Are there Ameri-

can citizens, who boast loudest of their love of country,

who will pay nothing to relieve it from debt ? Is there an

honest man in America who wishes his neighbor to pay hi a

taxes as well as his own? Where is the "accumulated

wealth of tlie country," which shirks its just responsibility

and suffers the taxes to " fall unduly on the poor?" Where
is this criminal delinquent which grinds the face of pov-

erty and absorbs the widow's mite, in order that it may
escape its own just dues and increase its hoarded gains ?

[Here the hammer fell.]

Mr. Smith : I move that the gentleman from Indiana

[Mr. Voorhees] have his time extended to enable him ta

conclude his remarks.

Xo objection was made.

Mr. Voorhees : I return to the House my acknowledg-

ments for the favor they have extended to me.

Sir, more than one-tenth of the taxable property of the

United States demands and has obtained in the hands of a

favored class freedom from assessment. The enormous

capitalist who has invested all his means in the bonds of

the government thus relieves the principal of his vast es-

tate from taxation. He feels no concern for the move-

ments of the tax-gatherer except as he goes forth and re-

turns to him with the interest on his bonds, which the

hands of honest toil pour into his coffers. Is this " equal

and exact justice to all men, and exclusive privileges to

none?"' It is claimed, however, by the friends of this

moneyed monopoly that the bonds of the government are

a sacred obligation and must not be touched ; that they

were purchased by their present holders out of pure patri-

otism, and that their freedom from assessment is but a

proper token of the nation's gratitude. Patriotism was

said by the great Dr. Johnson to be the last refuge of a
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Bcoundrel. It is now made the refuge of wealthy non-tax-

payers, who convert their taxable property into government

securities, in order to evade their honest obligations. The
idea that they have made these purchases from other than

the ordinary motive of pfecuniary profit only provokes con-

tempt. They bought at a heavy discount, owing to the

condition of the currency. They paid about fifty cents on

the dollar, and now hold them at par, and receive interest

at their face.

But it is said that when these bonds were thrown upon
the market there was a guarantee that they should not be

taxed. Is an act of Congress at the last session a guarantee

that another and a different one on the same subject will

not be passed at this ? Do we live in the days of the Medes
and Persians, when it was an offense punishable with death

to jDropose to change a law once enacted ? Does any man
of sense predicate his business transactions on such a

theory ? Did the capitalists who are now to be so tenderly

relieved from taxation make their investments innocently

supposing that an everlasting perpetuity attached to the

legislation of this most versatile, fluctuating, and change-

able body ? If they did, it is very wonderful how men of

so little intelligence could have so much money. ISTo, sir,

they calculated all the risks of profit and loss, and every

contingency of the future, as closely as Shylock did on the

Kialto, assured in any event that their ventures would come
home to them like richly freighted argosies after a pros-

perous voyage at sea ; still better pleased, however, if they

could have judgment forever on the inhuman bond which
gives them freedom from assessment and exacts in their

favor the pound of flesh nearest the heart of the toiling

multitude.

I have listened to appeals in favor of this class, on ac-

count of their timely and self-sacrificing services, until 1

have almost imagined that we dwelt in a new Arcadia,
where such a thing as self-interest was unknown. They
loaned moneys on good securities and high rates of usance,

and therefore the dusty, weary plowman in the field must
pay their taxes for them, and be thankful to God for so
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fiweet a privilege! Yes, and oven the soldier, crippled in

the shock of battle, with the old flag over his head, retuni-

iug home to find poverty and want at his hearthstone, must

hear these speculators of Wall street hailed as the savior's

of the country ; and likewise, without a murmur, scuffle

hard with the world, perhaps On crutches, to pay their

debts, as well as his own. The nation's gratitude takes a

strange turn at this point. It lavishes its gifts, its gar-

lands, and its favors, on the money-changers of the temple,

and causes the defenders of the government, at the cannon's

mouth, to pay tribute to their monstrous greed. Sir, there

are few parallels in the wide annals of all the nations of

the earth to such frightful injustice and inequality; and

wherever they are found, the people have been at last

avenged upon their extortionate oppressors. The patri-

cians of Rome, an aristocracy founded upon wealth, at dif-

ferent periods ground the plebeians, who labored at home
and bore arms in the field, with debt and unequal taxation

;

but there was always a point at which the elements of rev-

olution darkened the sky, and the privileged classes were

com[ielled to yield to the untitled millions. State and

Church in France had for ages loaded their favorites and

parasites with riches and honors, and the peasantry with

burdens, until the frenzied insanity of 1790 burst forth, and

the whole fabric of government and of human society was

involved in one common conflagration and ruin. Sir, there

is but one pathway of safety and honor for governments to

pursue in their domestic policy. They must administer

justice to their citizens in the spirit and the letter of equal-

ity; and there is no instance in the history of nations

where class legislation and legalized monopolies have not

overthrown the prosperity of every interest, and destroyed

public liberty. I therefore indorse the policy of the Presi-

dent's annual message ou this great and vital question.

Sprung from the loins of the people, they will greet him

as their champion. His life has been a battle in their be-

half against privilege and oppression, and he has shown

that in hie proud eminence he has not lost for them his

ancient love and care. Declamation on the dignity of labor
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in the abstract is a cheap indulgence. We listened to it a.

few -evenings since in this hall, from the eloquent lips of

one whose soft hand never did an hour's toil, and who'

preaches a fashionable gospel at ten thousand a year. But
labor finds its true dignity when its rights and interests are

defended in high places by one who has felt all its priva-

tions and sufferings, and knows by experience "the simple

annals of the poor." Let the public debt be paid, but let

it be paid honestly and by all. I advocate no repudiation,

but I advocate equality in striving to meet its terrible de-

mands. Its exactions will be sufficiently sore even when
the whole wealth of the land is brought to the receipt of

custom. It will be more intolerable than the requirements-

which the Egyptian masters laid upon their Hebrew slaves,

if only a portion of the people have to meet it all. I im-

plore this Congress, then, to accept these wise recommend-
ations of the executive. Adjust the present tariff so that

the whole labor of the country shall no longer be taxed on
the necessaries of life for the benefit of a single section.

Repeal the law by which a favored class obtains freedom
from assessment. Bring the accumulated wealth of th&
country to the aid of the poor in paying the national debt.

Do these things, and you will lift cruel and galling burdens
from the shoulders of honest labor, and convince the coun-

try that you have some regard for an equality of rights and
privileges among American citizens, as well as between the
different races in our midst.

Mr. Speaker, I have thus far reviewed and discussed, as

I undei'stand them, the leading features of the domestic
policy of the executive. The success of some portions of
this policy remains wholly with the future. Upon the
leading measure, however, of a restoration of the States to

union and harmony, an important chapter in history has
already been written. Has it been a success or a failure ?

I have tried it by the, high standards of right, jus-

tice, constitutional law, and precedent. I submit it now
to another test, on which it is bitterly assailed by those who
yet claim to be the only friends of the administration.

Those who perform their duties of friendship toward the
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President by malignant denunciations of liis policy nre now
engnged in impressing the public mind with the belief that

he hns accomplished nothing worthy of acceptance by the

jiooplo. The gentleman from Pennsjdvania [Mr. Steven.s]

lirononnces his plan of restoration impracticable and unten-

able. He not only speaks for himself on this point, but also

for everybody else. He saj's that " very few now consider
"

the administrative position a tenable one. An arrogant

so'.iator in the other end of the Capitol pronounces the

whole thing a fraud, a whitewashing process, by which sins

and crimes are connived at and hid from the public gaze.

Adventurous members of this House have crowded them-

selves into the presence of the executive, and with exquis-

ite delicacy assured him that, with their constituencies,

they think his plan of restoration not likely to give success

to his administration, and that, after an uninterrupted trial

of seven months, his efforts to reorganize the rebel States

and restore them to the Union must be recognized as a

failure. Then with profuse protestations of true friendship

they modestly ask him to step quietly to one side, not to

lift a finger of interference, not open his lips in remon-

strance, while they smash to pieces all his well-ordered plans,

and kick to the ground with their Vandal feet his almost

completed structure of Union and peace.

8ir, this class of dissatisfied spii'its is to be found in every

age. It is composed of boding birds of evil-omen. It is

their mission to destroy, not to build up. The borer in the

trees of the forest, the worm in the heart of the flower, the

wolf in the farmer's sheepfold, the tiger in the traveler's

encampment by night, all pursue their trade of destruction

and mark their career with ruin. But no useful thing ever

grew from their labors. And like these beings in the ani-

mal world, created to destroy, so there are unhappy mem-

bers of the human family, who never beheld the fair and

beautiful creation of another's wisdom without an irre-

sistible longing to strew the earth with its broken frag-

ments. To them I make no appeal in behalf of that policy

which has clearedaway the wreck of a gigantic fraternal war,

laid anew the foundations of government throughout an



258 SPEECHES OP HON. DANIEL W. VOORHEES'.

extent of country more vast than the most powerful king-

doms of Europe, revived confidence and hope in the breasts

of a despairing people, and won for its author the respect

and admiration of the civilized nations of both hemispheres.

I make my appeal to the disinterested, impartial, and en-

lightened masses of the country, without regard to lines

of party distinction. They have witnessed the patient la-

bors of the President, and since this Congress convened

they have beheld their grand fulfillment. Those wandering

stars from the azure field of the flag, those discontented

Pleiades that shot madly from their spheres, have one by
one reillumined their rays at the great center of light and
of glory. The whole land wept when the beautiful sister-

hood was broken. The wail of the heart-broken over the

pallid face of the beloved and untimely dead is not more
full of anguish than were the hearts of those who love

their fellow-men when many of our most brilliant planets

denied the law of gravitation and struck defiantly out upon
orbits of their own. The sword that was drawn by all

Christian hands, more in sorrow than in anger, hangs peace-

fully in its scabbard on the wall. Each section has its rem-
iniscences of sublime devotion, of grief, and of glory.

These are the brave heart's dearest treasure, and until

" The goods knights are dust
"

they will be hallowed as the devotee hallows the rights of

his religion. But peace under the policy of the executive

is celebrating " her victories no less renowned than war."

The shining symbols of the revolted race are over our

heads. State after State, kindly assisted by the paternal

hand of the President, comes to take its place beneath its

ancient coat of arms. They cluster around these vacant

seats that have so long invited them in vain. They are

welcomed by the President as Israel's greatest king wel-

comed the warlike son of ISTer, whose standard had waved
twice four years in rebellion.

Let Congress imitate his example and mark the opening
of the new year as an era of perfect reunion and a season

of universal joy. "Let oblivion's curtain fall" upon the
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doleful tragedies of the past. Bury the animosities of a

civil Avar. Take no councilfromtheir baleful whisperings.

Hate is the basest prineiple of human aetion. They who
have made laws and ruled nations upon motives of ven-

geance are the monsters whom all history curses with an

unbroken voice. The long and deadly proscriptive lists of

Sylla and Marius, Tiberius and Clodius, gave the names

of their victims to the compassion and sympathy of the

world, while an immortality of infamy clings unceasingly

to those who took private revenge in the name of the public

good. Charity for the errors, the follies, and the crimes of the

whole family of imperfect man is the leading virtue in the

breasts of lawgivers and rulers. Those who have been

guided by its sweet, angelic influences, constitute the glory

of the firmament in the annals of mankind. Cyrus, Scipio,

and Washington command the love and veneration of ages

more b\- the forbearance, magnanimity, and clemency of

their characters than by the renown of their military

achievements. The savage chief may strike his enemy
prostrate and powerless at his feet. It is an attribute of

divinity which lifts him up and makes him a friend. Wher
Pericles paused upon the open threshold of eternity, ancl

in his dying moment reviewed the events of his great life,

he consoled his parting spirit and rested the chief glory

of his reign upon the fact that he had never caused a citi-

zen of Athens to shed a tear. From this hour may this

government dry up the tears of its citizens ! May no more

hearts be wrung with the gloom of the prison or the

anguish of death ! May the two sections meet again as

kindred and friends ! The angel of concord will then stir

the healing waters for them both ; and renewing their

glorious youth together, the future of the American Union

will be filled with the love and praise of all its citizens.
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RECONSTRUCTION OF GEORGIA.

[A speech delivered in the House of Representatives, April 7, 1869, on 3'

" Bill to promote the reconstruction of the State of Georgia."]

Me. Speakbk:—The measure under disenssion belongs to

that revolutionary class of legislation which is utterly un-

known to the constitution, contrary to all laws now exist-

ing upon the subject, and in open and direct violation of

every precedent and pledge made by that dominant party

which now controls every department of the government.

The proposition to overthrow and destroy a State by the

action of Congress would once have alarmed and convulsed

the country and called the people together in amazement
and horror like a fire-bell startling the still air of midnight.

Once it would have been regarded as more menacing to

American liberty and to the existence of the Republic than

an invading army as mighty as that Persian host which

followed Xerxes to Greece. Once the whole land would

have resounded with angry and terrified outcries upon the

bare mention of such a design. It was once, indeed, a for-

bidden topic. Men did not speak or write or think, in

former days, upon a theme so subversive of every princi-

ple which upholds our form of government. How changed

is all this now ! It is a well-known principle of mental

philosophy that the human mind at last places itself on.

terms of easy familiarity with the most painful and revolt-

ing vicissitudes of an evil fortune, and even tolerates with

indifference the worst forms of vice, when it is found that

there is no escape from the association. So it has become
here. The wholesale destruction of States by this body,

during the last four years, has reduced the dark and fear-

ful crime to a commonplace occurrence. The bill, there-

fore, now before us, malignant, monstrous, and lawless as-
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it is, presents itself with tlio air of one which cxi)octs to

oxcite no surprise, whose hiileful features liave no novelty,

which bears a perfect family likeness to many that have

been here before, and which chiiins our recognition bei'ause

of our intimate aei[uaintance with its kindred.

Sir, during the entire war every State whose people were

iu rebellion was constantly recognized by every department

oi this government as being in legal, actual existence.

This great fact forms a bold, high promontory from which

to observe the subsequent eourse of Congress over stormy

and untried seas. AVhile the battle raged, these States

stood erect. So said the executive, so said the courts, and

so said Congress iu a hundred times repeated solemn rec-

ord. When the battle ceased, then they fell. Their de-

struction was not the work of war. They were slaughtered

in the hours of peace. The aet of reconstruction, as it is

called, abolishing the State governments of ten States, was

passed March 3, 1867, almost two years after the last battle

was fought. By this law the army of the United States

took possession of Georgia and her sisters in distress, drove

out civil authority at the point of the bayouet, and tram-

pled into the dust those great principles of legal liberty

which ages of toil and blood and sacrifice have alone suf-

ficed to establish in the councils of men. Georgia as a

State was dead. She was one of the old thirteen, and was

bom with American independence, and had survived the

rebellion, but by the act of reconstruction she ceased to

«xist as a member of the American Union. But by this

act provision was made by which she might live again.

The conditions were prescril^ed and presented to her with

the sword over her head suspended by a hair. The terms

were carefully considered and most rigidly fixed. She had

no voice. You held a prisoner in chains and gagged, and

then, for yourselves and in j'our own way, coolly and de-

liberately wrote down and enacted the conditions on wliicli

jou would restore her to liberty. Her conduct was pointed

out and directed by the iron hand of a master. It was not

hers to question, but to obey. Has (Georgia complied with

j-our terms? Is she anywhere in default before the law?
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The very able, comprehensive, and exhaustive discussion;

of the facts made by the distinguishefi gentleman from

Kentucky [Mr. Beck], on this subject, places the answer tO'

this question beyond the region of doubt. By the fifth sec-

tion of the act of reconstruction, provision was made for

the election of a constitutional convention, for the forma-

tion of a constitution by that convention, for the submis-

sion of the constitution to the people, for its examination^

and approval by Congress, and for the ratification of the

fourteenth amendment to the constitution of the United

States by a legislature elected under the new State consti-

tution. "When these circumstances have taken place, the-

section from which I quote provides that " said State shall

be declared entitled to rex3i'eseutation in Congress, and

senators and representatives shall be admitted therefrom

on their taking the oath prescribed by law." Thereupon

the civil authority rises into active being in such State, and.

the military arm is withdrawn.

In March, 1868, the constitutional convention of Georgia,,

acting in pursuance of the act of reconstruction, adopted

a constitution, submitted it to the people, by whom it wa*
ratified in April by a majority of the registered voters, all

parties taking part in the election. I cite the report of

General Meade as my authority for this statement. "When
this constitution was presented here, it was examined and ap-

proved by Congress, with certain modifications set forth in an
act entitled "An act to admit the States of North Carolina,.

South Carolina, Louisiana, Georgia, Alabama, and Florida-

to representation in Congress," passed June 25, 1868. Gen-
eral Meade, speaking on this point in his report, says : "And-
the legislature which convened in July, making these mod-
ifications and otherwise complying with the requirements-

of the reconstruction laws, the State, together with Ala-
bama and Florida, were, by act of Congress, formally ad-
mitted to representation." In his telegram to Genei-al

Grant, of July 22, 1868, he also states very explicitly that
" both houses of the general assembly of Georgia had, by
solemn act, complied with the requisitions of the act of

Congress, which became a law June 25, 1868 ;" that the Gov-
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ernor-elect had been inaugurated, and as a very natural

conclusion, that " the State of Georgia is therefore, under
the acts of Congress, entitled to representation."

But there is evidence still more binding upon this body
than any I have yet produced; it consists of its own re-

corded action. The State of Georgia, toiling back once more
into political life through all the conditions imposed upon
her, at last reached the point where she was permitted to

elect membei-s of Congress. They came here, and only

eight short months ago the gentleman from Massachusetts

[Mr. Dawes], then chairman of the Committee of Elections,

made a report that Georgia had ratified the fourteenth

amendment to the constitution of the United States, " and

in all other respects'' had conformed to the requirements

of law in regard to her admission as a State into the Union,

and that her members were entitled to their seats. This

report, with its important and conclusive statements, was
adopted by this House, and the Representatives of Georgia

took their seats in the Fortieth Congress. This closes the

record of reconstruction, and is the last process known to

the law upon that subject. "What more can there be? Is

there no end to the movements and powers of the federal

authority over the State? If Georgia is not now a State

upon terms of equality with the other States of the Union,

when will she be? I hold that she is to-day a State as in-

dependent of federal interference as Massachusetts or In-

diana. Her work is done in strict obedience to the com-

mand of Congress. The task you gave her to do is finished.

Who can rise up and deny my statement on this point ?

Ifot Congress ; for, by adopting the report of the gentle-

man from Massachusetts [Mr. Dawes], this body has ad-

mitted, in the gravest form possible, that Georgia had con-

formed, in all respects, to the requirements of law on the

subject of her admission into the Union. Nor can the

present executive; for, as the General of the Army, he

sanctioned the views and oflacial action of General Meade.

Here, then, stands a State, a perfect State, in full and per-

fect relation to the federal government.

And it is now deliberately proposed by this bill to invade
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tliis State and again strike down and destroy its civil pow-

ers. "We are asked to pull down the building which was

framed and reared under the dictation of Congress. This

bill, among other lawless provisions, authorizes and directs

the Governor of Georgia to convene, by proclamation, the

members of a legislature whose functions have expired

and whose duties have been performed. "Where does this

body get the power to convene the legislature of a State,

or force a governor to do it? "We have written a consti-

tution which gives us all the authority we possess over a

State. What clause of that sacred instrument warrants

this measure ? As well might I ask what chapter in the

teachings of the Savior gives license to murder. The bare

question is its own answer. We are considering a measure

which is simply a dangerous and audacious outlaw. It is

a flagrant and undisguised attempt to usurp by a law of

Congress the legislative and executive powers of a State.

If this can be done in one instance, it can be done in every

State in the Union. Every limitation upon the action of

the federal govenment is broken down by such a precedent.

Every right reserved to the States is surrendered by the

triumph of the principles of the bill before us. You can

next lay your hands on any other State whose acts dis-

please you or where a party ascendency has been secured

contrary to your wishes. Indiana may be your next victim.

Indeed, measures have already been introduced in both

Houses of Congress aimed at the recent conduct of the

legislature of that great and noble commonwealth on the

subject of the last proposed amendment to the constitution.

You may as well coerce the legislative department of In-

diana as of Georgia, and perhaps it will be done. The
spirit of lawless power is a roving and a restless spirit. It

is confined by jio sectional boundaries, but seeks its prey

in every latitude and in every land. It has been permitted

to ravage one portion of the States, and now I see it turn-

ing its gleaming, hungry, and insatiate fangs toward all

the others. If the people rest supinely in a false security,

it will banquet on all their liberties everywhere, until the
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sun will rise and set no more upon a free government in

America.

But lot us look a little more closely at the details of

this second attempt upon the life of the State of Georgia.

"What are the pretexts assumed for the second destruction

of this unhappj- State ? They are set forth in the pream-
ble. It is there stated that the legislature elected under
the nc\Y constitution refused to purge itself of members
who were disqualified b\- the fourteenth amendment to the

constitution of the United States. The report of General

^leade, pages 8 and 9, shows this statement to be untrue.

It will be seen there that, as commander of the Dej)artment

of the South, he required steps to be taken to test the eligi-

bility of members under the fourteenth amendment as soon

as the legislature convened. Each house ordered a com-
mittee of investigation to inquire into the qualification of

its members, which was done, their reports made and
xidopted, all to the satisfaction of the distinguished ofiicer

in command. If this duty properly belonged to the legis-

lature of Georgia and the other States under process of

reconstruction, how can its action upon the subject be

called in question here or anywhere else? I have high

authority on this point. I hold in my hand a telegram

to Governor "Warmoth, of Louisiana, dated June 30, 1868,

"which reads as follows :

" We think that persons disqualified under the fourteenth

article of the amendment to the constitution of the United

States ai-e not eligible to your legislature. This is to be

determined by the respective houses, but no oath can be

imposed except the oath prescribed by the State constitu-

tion. James F. Wilson,
" Chairman Judiciary Committee.

" George S. Boutwell,
" J. F. Farnsworth,

"H. E. Paine,

" Beconstruction Committee."

It is here asserted by these distinguished gentlemen that,

tinder the reconstruction laws, the eligibility of members

of the legislature is to be determined by the respective
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houses. This was done, as I have shown, by the legisla-

ture of Georgia, and Congress has no more power over the-

question than it has over the tides of the ocean. But it is-

further asserted in the preamble to this bill that certain

negroes were found by this legislature to be ineligible, and

were refused seats in that body. Hinc illce lachrimce ! But
in judging of the qualifications of their members, as it is

conceded both houses had the right to do, I am not aware-

that because a man who claimed a seat was black, he there-

fore rose above this rule, and became exempt from the

same judgment which white men had to undergo. Or is

it claimed by the friends of this measure that while the

legislature of a State may determine the eligibility of the

Caucasian to of&ce, it is the province of Congress to judge

for the African ? I presume, sir, that one rule will be-

found sufficient for both races, and if wrongs or errors are-

committed toward either, the judiciary is competent to

correct them. Georgia has taken the necessary and proper

steps to determine in the courts this question of African

eligibility under the constitution of the State which you
examined and approved. There the matter must rest, un-

less we are willing to engage in a revolution by the means
of legislation.

One more reason, however, is given in this preamble for

the proposed enactment. It is broadly asserted " that the

local authorities in said State are wholly unable or unwill-

ing to protect the lives, liberties, and property of lawful

and unoffending citizens of said State from lawless vio-

lence, and refrain purposely or from want of power from
bringing such offenders to justice." Here is a sweeping-

statement that no protection, none whatever, is given by
the local authorities of the State of Georgia to life, lib-

erty, or property ; that they are wholly—not partially, but
wholly—unable or unwilling to do so, or to bring criminals

to punishment. Is there a man in this House who believes

this to be true ? Does not every intelligent being in the-

United States know it to be false? Human society is no-

where exempt from crime ; but are the annals of Georgia,

bloodier or darker than those of many of her Ifforthera
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sistoi-d ? It is true that the effects of civil wur in tlie midst

of a conquered people are disastrous for a time to social

order. It is true that a victorious army marched through
this State, leaving disorder, confusion, dismay, and ruin in

its wake ; and out of this condition arise necessarily, and
by the laws of human nature, some evil spirits, who for

awhile remain a disturbing element, and then pass away.

It is true, too, that two races representing the opposite

extremes of the human family—one the highest in the

scale of creation and of development and progress, the

other the lowest by nature and with no development or
progress—have been suddenly and violently brought into

an absolute political equality.

Under all these circumstances, the philosophic statesman

would not expect societ\- to wear at once a wholly smooth
and placid surface. He would expect the healing processes

of time to be necessary for a perfect cure of all these ills,

and he would seek, by kindness and confidence, to beget

the same emotions toward the government in the breasts

of that people.

But I appeal to the history of the times in vindication

of Georgia against this wholesale and frightful accusation.

Comparisons are an ungracious work ; but if the commis-

sion of crime is to warrant Congress in laying its destruc-

tive hand upon the government of a State, then let us be

impartial in our work. In my study of crime, connected

with the duties of my profession, I have found the darkest

and the most satanic committed in staid, intelligent, and
civilized Xew England. I say this in no accusing spirit

;

far from it. Daniel Webster said the same thing of his

own State of ilassachusetts. I am not called on to account

for this fact, or perhaps I might be able to do so. I only

cite it to show the wretched pretense which supports the

measure now under discussion. The land of the peaceful

Penn, the City of Brotherly Love—will some gentleman be

kind enough to tell us how many murders of men, women,

and children, of every age and condition, have taken place

there within the past three months ? Is it one a day? Per-

haps not quite that average ; but certainly enough, if oc-
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•curring in the South, to call for the enactment of at least

ten such bills as this. Why not level one at Pennsylvania?

=She is no more a State than Georgia, and no more inde-

pendent of Congress. As I am speaking of other States,

for illustration I will also speak of Indiana, a portion of

whose people I represent. Have her borders been unstained

by crime and violence? Let my colleagues who support

this measure in relation to Georgia answer. Are the local

.authorities of the Northern States always able or willing to

bring criminals to justice? Do none go unpunished? Sir,

I here assert that in my solemn opinion, based upon a per-

sonal knowledge of the affairs of the South, quite equal to

that of any other gentleman upon this floor, these allega-

tions in this preamble lie with no more justice against

Georgia than they would against two-thirds of the other

States of this Union. They are the stale, worn-out refuse

of an exciting presidential canvass, when a large measure

of the capital of a great party consisted in making the

people of the South appear as criminals in their daily lives

and practices. For this purpose, men went into that sec-

tion to create riot and disturbance, and sometimes suc-

ceeded. They carried with them ready writers as corre-

-spondents of newspapers, who recorded alike what they

saw and what they did not see, what they heard and what
they did not hear. A harrowing story of an outrage,

whether it occurred or not, would help to carry the elec-

tion, and where facts were wanting, fancy supplied their

place. And the essence of their cruel and atrocious cal-

umnies is here embodied in the preamble to this bill and

.assigned as the last and final reason for its passage. The
pi'eamble contains the indictment against Georgia and the

bill enacts her punishment.

In the brief space of this debate I am aware that I can

Taut very imperfectly discuss the various sections of this

most pernicious measure. I am confining myself purposely

to alriiost a bare statement of facts and principles. By the

second section it is required that the members of the leg-

islature of Georgia shall take the oath prescribed by Con-

gress for officers of the United States. Only in June last
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it was hold that under the reconstruction laws " no oath

can be imposed except the oath prescribed by the State-

constitution," as I have already shown l)y the telegram

from the chairman of the Judiciary Committee and the

members of the Committee on Reconstruction to Governor

"U'armoth, of Louisiana. Will some gentlemen show me
where the power of Congress exists to enact a new oath to

be taken by the members of a State legislature who have

been once qualified according to law? The constitution of

every State in this Union prescribes the oath to be taken

by the members of its legislature. Even the mention of a

diftereiit rule has been unheard of in our history until this

day. Georgia is singled out for the experiment; but if it

is accomplished upon her, the signs of the times indicate

that she will not be long alone in her degradation.

But the deep malevolence and unequaled atrocity of the

bill before us is more thoroughly concentrated, as I under-

stand it, in the fourth section than in any and all others,

and to that I now turn. I characterize ^this section in-

strong terms, and I appeal to every candid mind for my
justification. I proclaim it without a parallel in the annals

of the civilized world. There is not a statute, edict, or

decree like it in the archives of any government upon

earth to-day; nor will all the dark realms of ancient heath-

enism, before Christ came to illumine the hearts of men
with a softer and warmer light, furnish its peer in w^icked-

ness. I call upon this house and I call upon a Christian

people to bear witness to the truth of my assertions, as

they listen to the fact that this section provides that any

one

—

""Who shall have exercised the duties of any ofiice or

public station where by law he was required to take an

oath to support the constitution of the United States, and

thereafter engaged in insurrection or rebellion against the

United States, or gave aid or comfort to its enemies, or

rendered voluntary or involuntary support or aid to any

insurrection or rebellion against the United States, or held

any office under or gave any support to any government

of any kind organized in hostility to the United States or
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levying war against the United States, unless he shall have

been relieved by act of Congress, as provided by section

three of the fourteenth amendment to the constitution of

the United States, from the disability thus incurred, shall

be punished, on conviction before the district court of the

United States, by imprisonment for not less- than one year

nor more than five years, and in addition to be forever dis-

qualified from holding any ofiice of honor or profit under

the laws of the United States."

Sir, this section, as I have just read it, provides that if a

man in Georgia, before the war, held an office, however
lowly, which required him to be sworn to support the con-

stitution of the United States, and when the war came he

gave it any suppoi't, however small, whether willingly or

forced to do so with a bayonet at his throat and a pistol at

his head, he is a criminal before the laws of a nation which
boasts of its civilized jurisprudence. He may have been a

justice of the peace of his township; he may have been

opposed to secession and faithful to the Union ; but if as

such humble magistrate he has once, prior to the war, taken

an oath to support the constitution of the United States,

and afterward been compelled by a company of soldiers to

pay taxes to the Confederate government during the rebel-

lion, he i^ liable under this act to prosecution and impris-

onment as a felon, and to be disfranchised forever as a man
dishonored. This is too monstrous for calm contemplation.

It calls for deep and i;niversal condemnation. It is a crime

against nature and a revolt against the eternal principles

of truth and justice. I do not believe that such a measure

can receive the sanction of this or any other legislative

body in Christian lands anywhere beneath the sun. The
fierce passions of mutual hate are dying out, and party

rancor is losing its hold upon the public mind. The dawn
of a better day, I trust, is at hand, when peace and order

will reign in our midst, and when such frightful measures

of legislation as this will be unknown forever in our na-

tional councils.
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THE NATIONAL DEBT.

[A speech delivered in the House of Representatives, January 28, 1870.]

Mr. Chairman :—Xow that the conflict between the sons

of Massachusetts is suspended, and each party is resting to

recruit his forces ; now that the administration has been

proven a delinquent in its use of the public money by the

chairman of appropriations [Mr. Dawes], and has been de-

fended with a magnanimity and oblivion of past injuries

which has no parallel in the history of human charity and

forgiveness by his military and warlike colleague [Mr.

Butler] ; now that there is a lull in the storm, and peace

for a brief season on the opposite side of the Chamber, I

arise to ask the indulgence of the House while I demon-

strate that the wrongs and oppressions of the people have

a longer growth and more giant proportions by far than

even those which this striking and remarkable debate has

disclosed.

The interest now felt in the public mind upon the sub-

ject of our financial policy is deep and universal. All

classes are bending their thoughts toward this great theme.

It awakens a solicitude as wide-spread as the winds and as

all-pervading as the light that breaks with the opening of

the day. The people of every grade and condition are im-

pelled by the strongest of all human inducements to give

eager heed to the actions of this government on the sub-

ject of its revenues.

But while this question thus presents a common center,

which with the irresistible force of some vast controlling

magnet attracts every mind to its earnest contemplation,

yet the points of observation from which it is approached

and considered are widely separated, and stand apart like

places of fortified hostility frowning upon each other.
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The great body of the people who work with their own
hands through all the weary days of the year, and whose

earnings constitute the wealth of the nation, occupy one

position, and with painful anxiety pray for relief against

the further operations of a system of appalling injustice

and crushing monopoly. The owners of idle capital, the

favorites of fortune and of special legislation, who, like the

lilies, toil not, and yet surpass kings in the splendor of their

habits and luxuries, occupy the other position, and invoke

the powers of the government to make no change—to con-

tinue forever the enchantments of their feast, for which

others pay. The.farmer, who forces the bosom of the earth

to yield its annual products for the support of men and

nations ; the mechanic, who increases the values of things^

by his skillful industry; the toilers of the land and of the

sea, in whatever avocation the gifts and bounties of nature

are extracted by human labor, discover in the present policy

of this government toward themselves, their classes, and

their posterity after them, nothing save exactions, usury^

and penalties. The man whose greatness of brain and

heart consists solely in his superior ability to bring money
from the hands of others, and to amass sufficient wealth ta

obscure his vision of justice on earth, and to darken his

hopes of heaven hereafter, beholds nothing in our revenue

laws in regard to his interests except emoluments, richness,

and careful exemptions.

Sir, of these two opposing ^classes, I range myself with

the most friendless in this body, in whose behalf a voice

here speaking plainly the truth is but seldom now heard.

Monopoly and privilege have clamored in high imperious

tones in these halls for years. They have secured a lodg-

ment beyond the reach of the humble and the poor. Their

advocates on this floor are numerous and able. Thej listen

with impatience to contradiction, and attempt to drown
the authority of reason by the force of worn-out epithets.

The capitalist, for whom American legislation is now en-

acted, is always here. He has the time and the means to

look after his mighty interests at the seat of government.

He is vigilant, and his face may be seen in all the corridors.
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of the Capitol. He comes armed with the powers of bonds,

banks, and manufactories, and wherever he treads monop-
ol}- lifts np its ugly crest and mocks the people with the

special favors it has received at the hands of Congress.

"Why comes not the farmer here ? Why is his honest,

sunburnt face unknown in the precincts of national legis-

lation, at the ear of the executive, and in the long and
busy aisles of the departments? "Wliy are his plain clothes

never seen amid the throng which surrounds and invades

this Capitol ? He is the power above all others which up-

holds the entire political and social structure. From his

hard hands flow those constant rivulets which feed and
swell the illimitable ocean of our revenues. Delegations

crowd the official chambers of the government in behalf

of every human enterprise except that which is greatest

of all, the cause of labor. The farmer and the mechanic
toil at home to meet the exactions of the tax-gatherer,

while those whose hands are unstained with labor, and
whose lives are given to sumptuous ease, shape the legisla-

tion of the country for the purposes of private gain and

individual monopolies. In the absence of the laborer, I

propose to-day to speak for his welfare, and, to the best of

my abilities, uphold his cause.

Sir, in examining the financial policy which is now pro-

claimed by the administration in power, the history of the

creation of our national debt, the manner in which it was

formed, becomes a primary and important subject of inves-

tigation. It had its origin in the midst of the convulsions

of war. The contract for its payment was made when the

sword impended with bloody menace over the existence of

the government. It was negotiated when the sounds of

battle along a thousand miles of dividing and ensanguined

borders were in our ears. The smoke of carnage lay

heavily on all the air, and under the shadow of its threat-

ening canopy the borrower for the maintenance of the

armies and the lender for usury and gain crept about and

arranged the terms of that stupendous debt which now

confronts us with its insatiable demands. The hard, bitter

duress of a deadly peril was upon all the functions of the
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nation. But little was done in those dark days from un-

trammeled choice, but nauch upon cruel compulsion. The

•doctrine of free will gave way in the councils of the Repub-

lic to the code of an inexorable necessity. We were com-

pelled to have money or perish from the face of the

•earth, and this was known in every money market in the

world. "We went, reeling and bleeding under the blows of

the rebellion, to the counters of brokerage and offered our

paper for discount when money was as vital a necessity as

"breath to the dying man or water to one whose lips blacken

with thirst in the burning desert. Were these circum-

stances favorable to a just and equitable negotiation ? Did

these sinister omens give promise of a fair transaction with

the capitalists and money-changers ? Will wealth seek

no advantages from individual or national distress? Is

amassed capital unselfish ? Does it seek no more than its

own when the straits of poverty or peril drive men or gov-

ernments into its power ? Such is not the experience of

mankind, and such was not the experience of the American
people when, under the stress of mighty affilictious, they

became borrowers and tendered their bonds for the repay-

ment of the sums obtained. I appeal to the facts of his-

tory within the knowledge and memory of all who hear

me. The capitalists of this country discounted the credit

of their government in its struggle for life more heavily,

shaved its notes in the broker-shops more deeply, than was
ever before known under similar circumstances in the an-

nals of civilized nations. They drove the hardest bargain

ever known between citizens and the government which
protected them. They traded with less conscience upon
the fluctuating fortunes of the flag than any other class of

beings that ever drew breath beneath its folds. Their
keen-eyed cupidity kept watch upon the imperiled standard

•of their country, and the measure of their exactions was
gauged according as it was advanced full high in the hour
of victory or borne back in gloom upon the ebbing tide of

defeat. And disaster brought them their richest banquets.

The clouds that so often filled our sky with darkness were
to them relieved by a golden lining. Speculation hovered
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over the fate of our armies and fattened like the vul-

ture over the uuburied dead of lost and stricken fields.

Death and the sordid greed of gain held high carnival to-

gether and ministered to each other's ferocious and insati-

ate lusts and appetites from the opening to the close of the

dreadful confliet. I stand prepared to sustain these state-

ments. I am fully aware of my responsibility in making
them ; but knowing as I do the facts as recorded in the

archives of the government, I here solemnly assert and

shall prove that a vast proportion of the public debt

as it is stated upon paper has no existence whatever in

reality; that it is a fiction created by unjust and scanda-

lous legislation, or the still more unjust and scandalous

perversion of the true contract ; that it is a fraud fastened

upon the labor of the nation, utterly without consideration

either legal or moral ; that it is a sheer and naked extor-

tion from the wants, the necessities, the helplessness of the

people, and the armies when they were wholly at the mercy
of capital. I have made my calculations, and made them
safely. I have underestimated the -^vrongs of the people

and the enormous advantage of the bondholder rather than

overestimated them. I desire those who receive my state-

ments as authority to feel amply secure from successful con-

tradiction. I wish to enable them to challenge denial every-

where, as I do here.

The first step in the creation of the present interest-

bearing bonded debt was taken by the government in 1862.

In that year, there were issued bonds amounting to $60,982,-

4-50, bearing six per cent, interest, and due in twenty years

from date. The average price of gold at that time, as

given by high authority, was 138J in currency. At this

rate the purchasers of this first sale of over sixty millions

of bonds paid for them only $44,030,649 in gold. It is now
demanded that they shall be paid in gold at their face, and

not according to their consideration. If this shall be done,

the bondholder in this comparatively small transaction will

receive §16,9.51,801 more than be paid to the government.

This is a bonus, a gift, absolutely so much out of the

pockets of the tax-payers for nothing at all in return. But
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the obligation as now construed stops not here. On thia-

bonus, not one dollar of which the government ever re-

ceived, interest has already been paid to the amount of

$6,102,654, and the interest yet to accrue on this fictitious-

claim will reach the sum of $14,239,526 when it falls due.

The amount, therefore, in 1862, stands as follows

:

Amount of bonds sold $60,982,450

Amount paid for tliem 44,030,649

Amount of bonus, clear gain to the bondholder $16,951,801

Interest already paid on bonus 6,102,654

Interest yet to be paid on bonus 14,239,526

Amoiwit paid and yet due the bondholder for which he

never paid a cent $37,293,981

Thus it will be seen beyond cavil or question that upon
an investment of a little over forty-four million dollars the-

traffickers in national bonds obtained the obligations of

the government for over thirty-seven million dollars, not

one dollar of which ever left their coffers or ever found its

way into the vaults of the treasury. I am treating now
simply of that which is clear gain. I leave out of view

their bonds for which they paid. I shall, in this connec-

tion, discuss those only for which they did not pay ; I shall

separate the fraud from the reality; I shall draw its start-

ling outlines so that all men may hereafter behold it and
know their rights.

During the year of 1863, the records show that the gov-

ernment issued its bonds again to the amount of $160,987,-

550. Estimating the price of gold at 158 in currency, which
will be found too low instead of too high, it will be seen

that those who bought this issue of bonds paid to the gov-
ernment only the sum of $101,890,854, being the vast sum
of $59,096^696 less than their face at which they ar-e now
held over the bended shoulders of weary and overtaxed

industry. This was the original discount—the brokers'

shave in the beginning. The amount nominated in the
bonds is unreal and imaginary, and represents only the

grasp of remorseless creditors. But this bonus of over fifty-

nine millions by which we procured the accommodation
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of capital in our days of distress, bears also its six per cent,

interest, and enables the usurer literally to reap his annual

golden harvests where he has sown no seed. The people

have alreadj- paid upon it as interest in gold the sum of

$17,7-0,010. This is interest paid upon money never re-

ceived and which tlie people do not owe. The amount

still to be paid as interest upon this fraudulent bonus by
the time this issue of bonds mature is $53,187,030. Re-

member that the bonus itself being placed in the face of

the bonds without consideration, all interest arising from it

is likewise a spurious extortion. The transactions of 1863

then sum up in the following striking light

:

Amount of bonds issued $160,987,550

Amount paid for them 101,890,854

Amount of bonus 59,096,696

Interest already paid on bonus. 17,729,010

Interest yet to be paid on bonus 53,187,030

Amount paid and yet due tbe bondholder for which he

has paid nothing at all $130,012,736

Here is demonstration which boldly defies all assailants

that the bondholder to-day has in his possession the obliga-

tions of the American people to pay him over one hundred

and thirty millions dollars in gold, growing out of the

operations of a single year, not one cent of which did he

ever advance or expend in their behalf. He paid into the

treasury one hundred and one millions and a fraction over,

as I have shown. This he of course receives back again

with his six per cent, interest, but the unbearable injustice

lies in the additional $59,000,000—the bonus and the inter-

est thereon—all of which is something for nothing.

If the laboring masses of this free land are willing to

endure such a system of wrong, of plunder, and of wick-

edness, then indeed may they well crouch down, like Issachar

of old, between heavy burdens and at the bidding of priv-

ileged masters.

In 1864 there were issued $381,292,250 worth of bonds,

60 far as their face disclosed their value. The price af

gold during that year was at an average of 201 in cur-
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rency. Here we find that the sale of these bonds realized!

to the government the sum of $189,697,636—less than one-

half of their nominal amount. The sum charged by the

bondholder for the advancement of the loan of something'

over one hundred and eighty-nine millions was the fearful

bonus of" 1191,594,614.

Figures are the faithful witnesses of truth, and I submit

them here to reveal oppression and to produce reform

and justice. On no other subject did they ever speak with

a more potent voice ; in no other age did they ever bring'

to light a blaicker phase of the avaricious nature of man.

iN'early two hundred millions are here shown to be an ab-

solute gratuity, and the interest which up to this time has-

been wrung from tax-payers and applied upon this enor-

mous donation to avarice reaches the sum of $45,982,708.

The usury yet to be paid upon it as interest on money
never received by the government amounts to $183,930,832.

The result of financial operations in 1864, therefoi-e, stands-

as follows :

Amount of bonds issued $381,292,250

Amount paid for them 189,697,636

Amount of bonus 191,594,614

Interest alreadypaid on bonus 45,982,708

Interest yet to be paid on bonus 183,930,832

Amount paid and yet to be paid for wbicb nothing was
ever received by the government .$421,508,154

Four hundred and twenty-one millions five hundred and:

eight thousand one hundred and fifty-four dollars! A
speculation as wholly and totally unsupported by a particle

of consideration as the highwayman's profits upon a mid-

night adventure. I propose to tear away the obscuring"

veils which have heretofore shrouded this question. I shall

run a dividing line between the sound and the unsound,,

that an honest people may see plainly their duty to them-
selves and their posterity.

In the year 1865 bonds for the additional sum of

$^79,746,150 were issued, with the average price of gold,

in the market at 143 in currency. From them the traders.
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in government securities paid $208,214,090, realizing as

a bonus in the transaction the sum of $71,532,060. The
people have paid as interest on this bonus the sum of

§12,875,772, aud by the existing financial system they will

bo called upon to pay $72,962,708 more by the time these

bonds mature. The gains of this year to the bondbolder

appear thus

:

Amount of bonds issued. $279,746,150

Amount paid for them 208,214,090

Amount of bonus 71,532,000

Interest already paid on bonus 12,875,772

Interest yet to be paid on bonus 72,962,708

Amount paid and yet to be paid which is without any

consideration.. $157,370,540

In 1866, with the price of gold at 141 in currency, the gov-

ernment sold $124,914,400 of its bonds, for which it received

$88,591,773. The bonus, or difference between the face

of the bonds and the price which they brought in the

market, in this instance was $36,322,627. The holders of

the bonds have received as interest on this bonus $4,358,-

716. They are yet to receive as interest on the same $39,-

228,444. The following calculation will be found correct

for this year

:

Amount of bonds issued $124,914,400

Amount paid for them 88,591,773

Amount of bonus 36,322,627

Interest already paid on bonus • 4,358,716

Interest yet to be paid on bonus 39,228,444

Amount paid and yet to be paid as bonus and interest

on bonus for which the bondholder never paid any-

thing $79,909,787

In 1867, bonds for the vast sum of $421,469,550 were is-

Bued. With gold quoted at an average of 139, the pur-

chasers of these bonds jjaid for them $303,215,503, making

thereby $118,254,047 as clear profit in the operation. They

have collected as interest on this profit or bonus $7,095,243.

The amount yet to be paid on the same as future interest
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until the bonds mature, will be $134,809,617 ; making in

all an account for the year of 1867, as follows

:

Amount of bonds issued $421,469,550

Amount paid for them 303,215,503

Amount of bonus 118,254,047

Interest paid on bonus 7,095,243

Interest yet to be paid on bonus 134,809,617

Amount paid and yet to be paid as bonus and interest

on bonus (clear gain to the bondholder) $260,158,907

The issue of 1868 reached the sum of |425,443,800.

The estimated price of gold being 136, those who bought

these bonds paid |312,826,323 ; realizing as a.bonus $112,-

€17,477. Their receipt of one year's interest on this bonus

is $6,757,048, while there remains to be collected between

this time and the maturity of these bonds the further sum
of $128,383,932 as usury, as interest upon nothing ever re-

ceived by the government.

ACCOUNT FOR 1868.

Amount of bonds issued $425,443,800

Amount paid for them 312,820,323

Amount of bonus 112,617,477

Interest paid on bonus 6,757,048

Interest yet to be paid on bonus 128,383,932

Amount of bonus and interest on bonus paid and to be

paid entirely destitute of consideration $247,758,457

All the bonds which I have thus far considered bear

fiix per cent, interest. During the years, however, of

1864, 1865, 1866, 1867, and 1868, there were issued five per

cent, bonds amounting in all to the sum of $195,139,550,

which at the various estimates already made of the price

of gold cost the purchasers the sum of $122,957,410. The
bonus to the bondholders growing out of the sale of these

bonds amounts to $72,182,140. The interest thus far re-

ceived on this fictitious $72,000,000 and upward is

$11,679,296. That which remains to be received in the

future on the same fraudulent basis will reach $132,684,958.

The transactions of those five years in five per cent, bonds

may be stated in a condensed form thus

:
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Amount of bonds issued $195,139,550

Amount paid for tlnem 122,957,410

Amount of bonus 72,182,140

Interest paid on bonus 11,079,296

Interest yet to be paid on bonus i;!2,684,958

Amount of bonus and interest on bonus paid and to be

paid, for which the bondholder never paid a dollar. ..$216,546,394

Sir, allow me now to recapitulate and place in a compact
and distinct form the aggregate of the obligations, the

bonds which were given as a bonus, as a bare gratuity, to

the reluctant and unpatriotic capitalists of the country, in

order to win their support, when our need was the sorest.

Allow me to array together the items of an appalling ac-

count now in the hands of the tax-gatherer for collection,

^very farthing of which is a mere fabrication upon paper,

and as completely devoid of merit as a forged check pre-

sented for payment. My former statements and calcula-

tions establish the following table, as showing the amount
of the people's obligations which the bondholders obtained

in the creation of the national debt each year for nothing

—

for absolutely nothing

:

1S02 $37,293,981

18C3 : 130,012,736

1864 421,508,154

1865 157,370,540

1866 79.909,787

18C7 260,158,907

1868 247,758,457

Bonus and interest on five per cent, bonds 216,546,394

Total $1,650,558,956

Here stands, then, this stupendous total of $1,550,558,956,

"which the party now in power says the people shall pay

under inexorable penalties, not one cent of which I have

proven ever left the coffers of the speculator or found its

way into the treasury of a distressed and struggling coun-

try. I invoke scrutiny upon my statements, and shall at

all times defend their substantial correctness.

But, in this connection, let us recapitulate also upon an-

other point; let us see distinctly how much money the

•bondholders actually did loan, did advance upon the bonds
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of the government to aid the great cause of national unity.

I have ah-eady established the facts, and now place them in

tabular form. The payments of the bondholders were as

follows

:

1862 $44,030,649

1863 101,890,854

1864 189,697,636

1865 208,214,090

1866 88,591,773

1867 303,215,503

1868 312,826,323

Amount paid for the five per cent, bonds 122,957,410

Total $1,371,424,238

Compare this amount of $1,371,424,238, which the gov-

ernment did receive, with the amount for which our bonds

are outstanding, which the government did not receive^

and we find the following result:

Amount of deBt which has no consideration $1,550,558,956

Amount which was paid for 1,371,424,238

Excess of bonus and usury over the actual debt... $179,134,718

Sir, who has known the parallel to this in the history of
constitutional governments? "Where shall we look for

comparisons to this monstrous oppression ? In what realm
or land governed by written law will the explorer of other

countries and other ages find such a wholesale and flagitioua

plunder of the people as here stands naked and confessed?

Under what baleful sky, in what other quarter of the earth,

has such an awful visitation fallen upon human labor?'

Where else than in this land of professed equality has-

wealth ever before committed a crime against industry and
liberty of such huge proportions and infernal aspect as now
towers up in our midst and darkens the homes of the peo-

ple with its cruel and ceaseless demands? Kings, it is

true, unrestrained by law, have robbed their subjects-

Despots who rule by prerogative have torn away the sub-

stance of their unfortunate serfs and lavished it upon the
favorites of the throne. The pampered and lawless tyrant*
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of Asia, Africa, and Europe have seized the fruits of toil,

the painful and precious earnings of vigilant, daily labor,

and wasted them in palaces of revelry and endless indul-

gence. The millions under imperial sway have been trod-

den down, beggared, and held in servitude by the unbridled

avarice of absolute monarchs. But in what region of the

globe penetrated and influenced by the popular will, where

the voice of the people was permitted to create their laws,

has ever before in the annals of the human race such a

giant extortion been fastened like a vampire of death on

the resources of a nation ?

Sir, we have heard the patriotism of the capitalist made
the eloquent theme of eulogy. His praises have swarmed^

upon partisan lips. The air has been laden and vocal with

sweet encomiums of his generous sacrifices. His claims

are exalted as those of beneficent philanthropy. He comes

here with the air of a public benefactor. He assumes a

loftier port than the heroes of the war, and demands pay-

ment for what he has done, as a first mortgage on all the

chattels, lands, and labor of the nation. Never since the

birth of time, in the whole wide range of human conduct,

was a pretension to virtue more false. Never was a base

assumption more utterly crushed by the undeniable facts

of history. That beautiful love of country, that sublime

devotion to her institutions which constitutes bulwarks of

national defense more powerful than iron, brass, or stone,

was not an inmate of his breast. It electrified all hearts

but his. It ennobled and glorified all classes save that

which made merchandise of the country's woes and traf-

ficked for a hundred per cent, of profit amid the roar of

cannon and a deluge of blood. The father left his broken-

hearted home ; the son and the brother, in the brightness

of youth, took his last farewells of fainting kindred; the

armies were filled with ardent, hopeful lives as food for the

leaden hail, the bayonet, and the grave. Flesh and blood

volunteered, or if the precious ties of home and loved ones

overmastered the patriotic will, the draft, the unrelenting-

draft, replenished the ranks of war and listened to no bar-
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gains in behalf of the hearthstones which it made desolate

forever.

But while the soldier stood on the outermost brink of

clanger, while he walked on the perilous ridge of battle, the

men of many millions parted not with one dollar with

which to pay and feed him at his post of death until their

remorseless terms were complied with. Money was no

volunteer ; nor did the fatal wheel of conscription wrench

it from the hands of its sordid masters. It heard the be-

seeching voice of the govei'nment with a dull, indifierent

ear. It laid still in its vaults and dens watching for its

Jirej and its profits. It witnessed a devotion and a sacri-

fice in this land more universal and unselfish than ever

before illuminated the pages of time, and its metallic heart

alone remained cold and unmoved under the heat of the

fiery blaze. "While the armies moved on and the lamps of

dear and valuable lives went out on the ghastly field and
in the hushed stillness of the hospital, almost like the in-

numerable stars fading away at dawn in the sky, the spirit

of Mammon, the least erect of all that fell from heaven,

crouched in the rear and pursued his calling and drove his

fell contracts. He brooded over his treasures until the ca-

lamities of life, of homes, and of families swelled them into

twofold proportions. In the midst of the mighty throngs

such as the eye of man hath not seen in all the ages that

•are gone in the shadowy past, pressing forward to save the

emblems and the unity of the Republic, he was doling out

to them as they passed into the tempest one dollar and ex-

torting their obligations for more than two.

If the sons of toil and modei-ate means could afford their

lives and the widowhood and orphanage of their homes
for the supremacy of the Union, how much more could the

masters of wealth aftbrd to divide their substance and give

-of their abundance in the same great cause ! The duty of

the citizen is in proportion to the protection which he re-

ceives. The capitalist has the benefit of government more
than the humble laborer, who has little to be guarded by
the law. To the bondholder much had been given. The
government, in its prosperity, had fostered him with its
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blessings. He had become by its nurture as one of tlie

princes of the earth in affluence and splendor, and over all

his gains and accumulations the government held a sleep-

less guardianship, and assured him the enjoyment of his

wealth in safety. But when the deadly peril of dissolution

came upon us, no sentiment of gratitude to that govern-

ment, no generous or just recognition of its protecting hand,

animated the hard and bitter selfishness of hoarded capital.

It relied upon the people to uphold a cause of more abso-

lute value to it than to any other interest. They who now
hold our bonds not only depended upon the patriotism of

othei-s to maintain the shaken foundations of the Republic,

under whose care they had waxed so fat and strong, but

they turned the great and sacred occasion to traffic, and

multiplied their possessions. Neither the money nor the

money-changers came forth to the conflict. Hearts bound-

ing with warm affections and brains filled with visions of

peaceful and happy j-ears sprang up from every little spot,

from away up in the dark pines of Maine to the far-ofi"

mouth of the Columbia river, and gave all that God en-

abled them to give. They were taken, and the brokers of

the nation's credit were left. The throbbing pulse is still

and the bright eye is dark; but above and ai'ound the

graves of heroes who died for glory and not for gain, spec-

ulation is busy, reaping its double harvest from the hal-

lowed blood which the}' shed.

But, Mr. Chairman, there is another feature in the crea-

tion of the national debt which demands consideration in

this connection. The system of flagrant injustice which I

have thus far exposed has its final and fitting climax. I

have shown the enormous speculation made in the purchase

of the bonds—a clear profit of over fifteen hundred millions.

I have demonstrated that this vast sum is absolutely so

much out of the pockets of the people for nothing ever paid

out of the pockets of the bondholder. But was greed and

cunning and malignant avarice content with this stu-

pendous plunder? Did shame, or remorse, or honor,

or forbearance seize the obdurate heart of capital and

arrest it in its career of merciless exactions? Did.
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ihe nature of Shylock relent or the edge of his knife

^row dull when the consideration of his bond was ten-

dered twofold in the Venetian court? Not so. There

was one more blow to be struck at the victim ; there

was one more stab to be inflicted upon the helpless

cause of labor. The usurer, with all his gains, his bonus,

and his usuries, still withheld his money from the aid of

his government until its bonds were placed in his hands as

so much property exempt by law from taxation. The ad-

vantage which he took of the necessities of the govern-

ment not only doubled his estate, but' released it also from

.all future burdens in its support. This wrong upon the

people is such an aggravation of their other injuries in

this connection that it is difficult to speak of it in terms

of moderation. It is a crying, burning infamy. Taxation

stalks up and down all the land with hungry, ravishing

strides, like some famished beast of prey, and commits its

ravages on every substance save that which is richest. It

pursues every footstep, and haunts all the humble and ob-

scure ways and wants of the people. It knows no sleep

nor rest from weariness or surfeit. Its hard, tithing hand
is laid on every moment of life's journey, from the cradle

of the children born to toil and of toiling parents to their

graves in the closing twilight of old age. There is no
sign on the door-posts of the poor to guard away the angel

of extortion from their homes. The tax-gatherer is as ever-

present as the breath of the pestilence when cities and na-

tions " wail its stroke." He goes with the husbandman to

the counter of the merchant, and there gathers in for the

bondholder on every purchase made for the necessities of a
family. The shirtings, the flannels, the calicoes, the mus-
lins, the delaines, the bonnets, the hose, the cassimeres, the

casinettes, the boots, the shoes, the buttons, the thread, the

needles, the pins, the hooks and eyes, and the eyelets, have
all been taxed from forty to two hundred per cent. ; and
the amount paid upon them has been put in their price for

the consumer finally to pay. The collector of revenue
walks by the side of the farmer in his daily labor, and
reaps a golden income for the holders of a spurious debt
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from the plowshare, the hoe, the sickle, the scythe, the

reaping-machine, and the mower; the wrought-iron finish

of the wagon, the chains, the clasps, the buckles, and the

bridle-bits of the harness ; the iron teeth of the harrow, the

man3--tined forks, the grain-shovels, and the shoes on the

horse's feet. He goes into the shop of the mechanic, and

puts a twofold tariff price on the saws, the augers, the

knives, the planes, the anvils, the hammers, the tongs,

and all the utensils of those who work in wood and

brass and iron. He sits down at meal-time with the

laborer at his table, and points out to him that his

knife and fork and his unpretending plates have cost

him double because of the bondholder's demands upon

them before they came into use. The coffee, and sugar,

and tea at this frugal board have paid their twenty-

five to fifty per cent, to the government, and the very salt

that savors the bread and meat of the people, and the coal

which warms their humble abodes, are enhanced in their

prices by the present system of tai'iff taxation from one

hundred to one hundred and twenty-five per cent, over their

real intrinsic value. Water itself, the flowing fountains of

life, without which human nature sinks and dies, is not

free. The pump with its machinery, the windlass with its

chains that control the wells, and the buckets which come
and go from the springs, and the cups from which thirst is

at last quenched, all stand their levy of an exorbitant per

cent. Xor is this insatiable system any respecter of persons

after it leaves and passes by the proud, the rich, and the

exalted. The soldier who has left an arm on the field of

battle, has no exemption in behalf of the labor of the hand

which remains. It toils as best it can to be ready for the

demands of the tax-gatherer, while the other lies perishing

in the ground far away where swept the stormy and head-

long charge under the bright folds of the blessed flag. The

pallid and stricken widow in her lowly tenement of sorrow

and bereavement, knows not the abatement of one farthing

on the part of the revenue official or the laws of Congress

because of her irreparable sacrifice ; the sacrifice of him

who made life warm and beautiful to her, but who now
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sleeps in some distant spot with his cherished face turned

upward toward the flowers that bloom over him. The-

child bereft of a father's guiding and sustaining care by

the fierce havoc of war finds no privilege for its earnings

and possessions against the grasp of taxation. The veteran

of the entirg conflict, who has returned to finish the jour-

ney of life upon one leg, pays tribute to the government

and to the owner of exempted bonds on the very crutches

which bear him in pain along our streets.

And when the citizen of this ill-governed land, whether

he has been a soldier in the field or a laborer at home,

passes away from this scene of treadmill slavery he invokes

in vain the shelter of the tomb. Between the chamber
that was darkened for the closing moments and the quiet

cemetery on the hill, his unburied remains are made to pay
tribute for the brief passage. The snowy shroud that

covers him up for his long sleep, and the cofiin and the

screws, and the screw-driver which fastens down the lid

over the still, cold face, have all paid taxes which now fall

on the earnings of the dead within. And when all is over,

and friends turn away and leave him alone forever in his

dark and naiTOw bed, the ofiicer of the revenue still plies

his trade in the midst of the broken household. The let-

ters of administration, the bond, the inventory, the bill of

sale, the sale, the report, all pay toll to privileged wealth

as the estate proceeds to final settlement. The tombstone,,

if one is raised, concludes this dismal drama by paying a
heavy tax for the privilege of keeping watch as a loving-

memorial over the dust that reposes below.

In this terrible, minute, and universal manner of visita-

tion, there was extracted from the labor of this country

during the year ending the 30th of June, 1869, according-

to the report of the Secretary of the Treasury, the sum of

$366,923,402 for the support of the federal government
and the further enrichment of a frightful monopoly. The
heavy load of state, county, and municipal taxation rests

upon the same industrial classes. To uphold the thirty-

seven local governments into which this Union is divided,

and the still smaller corporations of cities and counties and
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townships under them, is costing the American people an

additional amount of $250,000,000 per annum. Thus for

each seed-time and harvest of the revolving year the toil-

ing men and women of this Kepublic pour into the coffers

of taxation the vast aggregate of $616,923,402.

Annual federal taxation $366,923,402

Annual State and local taxation 250,000,000

Total per annum $616,923,402

There is no language within the scope of the human
tongue that can exaggerate the overwhelming significance

of these reliable figures. The great fact stands out with

the awful distinctness of a mountain upon a plain that no

people beneath the circle of the sun, between the two poles

of this fertile globe, are taxed so deeply upon the earnings

of their hands as this people whose representatives we are.

The oflicial statistics of the five great powers of Europe

and of all the withered and ancient realms of Asia and

Egypt bear constant witness to this dreadful truth. The
submissive subjects of the oldest and wealthiest kingdoms
and empires of the earth are not so heavily laden as the

citizens of this young, free nation, and they walk more
erect in the presence of their task-masters.

Sir, in the face of all this, standing in the presence of

these mighty facts, from which there is no escape, how
shall I cliaracterize that policy which makes free from all

tax or tribute more than one-tenth of the property of the

United States—property that cost less by one-half than any

other to obtain it, yields double the interest elsewhere de-

rived, and is owned by those who dwell in the palaces of

the land ? With what patience shall I speak of those who
stand idly by and behold the long processions of industry

filing out to their daily task ; who look on with folded

arms of indolence while school-houses are erected and

highways built ; who, out of their easily and ill-gotten

millions, contribute not a farthing to their State or their

local burdens ; who were treading soft carpets, reclining

upon couches of down, and banqueting upon smiles and

•wine during the last fiscal year, while from the sweat of
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the laborer's brow, alone and unaided, flowed the following

streams of federal expenditure

:

Civil service and miscellaneous $56,474,061 53

Pensions and Indians 35,519,544 84

War Department 78,501,990 61

Navy Department 20,000,757 97

Interest on public debt 130,694,242 80

Premium of 7-30 United States treasury notes 300,000 00

Total, exclusive of loans $321,490,597 75

Am I told that the bondholder pays a tax on his income?

If every dollar is collected which is due by law, it will not

amount to the trifling sum of |7,000,000 a year. The en-

tire tax on all the incomes and salaries of the United S.tates

together, according to the report of the Commissioner of

Internal Eevenue, is only $34,791,856. Of this sum, the

bondholder has paid not over the pitiful sum of $3,000,000

as his miserable contribution toward a revenue of over

$600,000,000 raised by the universal exertions of the peo-

ple. Every other income is assessed as well, and every-

thing else in the land besides. It is now said in many
quai'ters that even this contemptible levy upon the bonds

should be abolished. Not so. Let it stand. E"ot for its

value, but to illustrate human meanness; not that it con-

stitates a single drop in the great ocean of revenue drawn
from the busy hands of labor, but foT- the purpose of show-

ing how despicable the rich man's mite appears in the con-

trast; not that it amounts to more than a miserly and

imperceptible item in the gigantic general account, but

for the purpose of proving, by this beggarly exception, the

disgraceful truth, that the rich owner of bonds is substan-

tially free from taxation, as the law declares him to be.

Fortunately, it is not difficult to demonstrate how much
the public treasury has lost, and, correspondingly, how
much the burdens of the people have been increased by
this exemption of the bondholder from the common duty
of assisting to defray the expenses of his government. In
order to raise the $600,000,000 necessary for county. State,

and national purposes, no one will dispute that the assess-

ments are over two per cent.—two dollars on the hundred.
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In the familiar laiiii-nag-o of tlio farmer. Taking the entire

taxable property of the eountr}- as a basis of calculation,

and two per cent, upon it all will not yield the revenue

which is annually collected. But assuming safely that

low rate, we find that our bonded debt, which the Secre-

tary of the Treasury a few evenings since, in a public

address, stated at $2,100,000,000, escapes annually a just

tax, according to the load imposed upon other property, of

§42,000,000. If we seek the average time that this privilege

has been running, it will be determined at about five years.

The loss thus sustained in these five years by the treasury in

taxes withheld by the bondholding class, and necessarily

made up by the laboring class, swells, by the simplest rules

of arithmetic, into the immense sum of §210,000,000. This

amount, therefore, may also be added to that long and

heavy column of clear gain and profit on the purchase of

the bonds which I have already portrayed. When prop-

erty is withdrawn from the support of the government
which affords it protection, its value is increased exactly to

the extent of the burdens which it escapes. Thus the

bondholder widens the margin of his riches by every dol-

lar of taxes which he ought to^pay, but which is given to

him by an iniquitous and unrighteous law. I know not

how much will be borne by the laboring interests of this

country; but if this dark and overshadowing crime em-

braced in our present financial policy shall long be tol-

erated, then let the laboring man of America welcome his

slavery in name as he will have already done in reality.

But there is yet one more provision of law, closely inci-

cident to the creation of the public debt, which claims a

conspicuous place in this review of wrongs and evils. The

bonus, the usury, the freedom from taxation, were not con-

tent with their powerful triumvirate of unholy speculation

until they added to it the privilege of banking by .the bond-

holder on his bonds. Bonds for which fifty cents on the

dollar have been paid, which bear a usurious interest of six

per cent, in gold, and escape all burdens, are made the basis

of a circulating medium which again in turn pours its deep

and swift streams of naked profit into the laps of their
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owners. Thei-e are at this moment lying in tbe vaults of

the treasury in this city $339,480,100 worth of the bond-

holders' cheaply procured possessions. They are there as-

security for the circulation of a little more than three hun-

dred millions of currency. They pay no taxes, and yield

an annual golden interest of $20,368,806, which are taken

directly from the pockets of the people and placed directly

in the pockets of the banking bondholders. Upon the

$300,000,000 circulation issued on these bonds, bankers

realize, at the lowest estimate, ten per cent, in gold on their

loans. Their deposits may safely be reckoned equal to-

their issues, and -the profits on them at least six per cent,

in gold. The account, therefore, of the bondholding banker

with the people of the United States, at its best face, may
be stated as follows

:

The cost of $339,480,100 of bonds now on file in the

Treasury Department, at fifty cents on the dollar. ••$169,740,050

On this actual investment he is authorized to issue cir-

culation 300,000,000

Ten per cent, profit on circulation 30,000,000

Amount of deposits 300,000,000

Six per cent, profit on deposits 18,000,000

Annual interest on the bonds in the treasury. 20,368,806

Annual exemption from taxes* 6,789,602

Add together the profits on circulation and deposits, the-

interest on the bonds, and the taxes saved, and the plainest

mind in the land will perceive that the banking wealth of

the country is realizing the enormous annual gain of

$75,158,408 upon an original investment of less than one-

hundred and seventy millions of dollars. This is the crush-

ing payment made by the people to a privileged class in order

to obtain a circulating medium from their government with

which to carry on the trade and business of life.

I call upon the people of both parties and creeds to sift

and weigh my statements. I assail a system, not individ-

uals. I attack the principle and not the men engaged in

banking. If any page of the world's financial history has
hitherto been blurred and stained by an outrage of such
hideous proportions as this, my eyes have failed to discover

it and my ears have not heard its damning story. Nor
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Tias any living moiiaroliy of to-day, in all the four quarters

of the earth, n, rank of nobility, its haughtiest and its

loftiest, which so wantonly preys upon the industrial masses

and so ravages their workshops, their vineyards, and their

corn-iields as this privileged class whose daily doings are

iu our midst. There is not a dukedom in England whose

grants from the crown are so rich as the donations made
by the present American policj' to the bondholders. There

is not an earldom whose franchises are as great as the

American bankers. The new nobles of France under the

present empire acquired unfounded fortunes from the ruins

of the Bourbons not so easily nor so suddenly as the favor-

ites of legislation have here achieved by the oppression of

labor.

Sir, I have thus far carried and considered the manner
in which the debt of the nation was created and the system

of wonderful and amazing injustice which has sprung up
from the laws upon which it is founded. The painting has

been but feeble and unworthy of the great theme, but the

picture is nevertheless repulsive and revolting, because it

has been drawn with fidelity to the facts. It presents a

sinister and shocking aspect to the tax-payer. It stands

revealed as a baleful monster. The sight of it extorts a

desperate cry for relief. It can not and will not be borne;

but shall we therefore attempt to build the city of our

refuge from this distress upon the shifting quicksands of

repudiation ? ^Mighty wrongs and the galling sense of ex-

treme injustice have driven many honest minds to embrace

this fearful doctrine, and much more may yet follow with the

same disastrous tendency. The issue is in the hands of

the party in power. I am not for repudiation. I see in it

neither safety nor honor. The party of which I am a mem-
ber has always gloried in its obedience to constitutions, to

laws, and to contracts. We were not in favor of repudi-

ating one-half of the pay of the soldier and sailor, when

it was done during the war, by compelling them to take

depreciated paper instead of the contract price for their

perilous services. Our record has no tarnish such as blights

iind mildews that of the majority of this House. If repudi-
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ation shall hereafter come, to dishonor our name at home-

and abroad, it will be because the now dominant party

continuously and persistently enables the creditor class,

the bondholding monopoly, to violate their part of the-

contract and to plunder the people to an unbearable extent.

There are two contracting parties on this subject. I im-

plore you who on this floor represent the bondholder's vast

pretensions to advise him to stay within the bounds of the

law. Tell him that the advantages which the law actually

gives him are so stupendous that the people will not suffer

him to break over it in order to obtain more. Tell

him to keep his part of the compact with scrupulous

faith. Tell him that if he releases himself from its

obligations he also releases the other party. Say to-

him that this is a settled rule of law in all the

courts of the world. Say to him that they who enforce

contracts must first fulfill contracts ; that if he repudiates

the restraints of the law, it will not then be repudiation for

the tax-payer to refuse obedience.; that his default will

cure the defalcation of the other party ; and that if he-

continues to overleap the legal barriers which surround him.

the people will at last arise and drive him out as they would
a marauding wolf from amid their folds and flocks. Tell

him all these things in order that he may do his duty in

sustaining the public credit and in averting this calamity-

Cease your lectures to this side of the chamber and turn

your labors to that quarter where repudiation has already

commenced. The people are true ; it is capital that is

faithless. The people are sincere and generous ; it is priv-

ileged wealth that is selfish and unscrupulous. The-

honor of the country may be preserved, but it must be
done by both parties to the covenant and not by one
alone.

Sir, holding as I do that the people are willing to abide
by their actual obligations, to make an honest settlement
with their creditors, and to pay every dollar that they justly

owe, it is very obvious that there remains still a great and
fundamental question to be considered. It remains, for
the purposes of my argument, to ascertain clearly and dis-
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tinctly what the contract is and where its true interpreta-

tion places the rights of parties under it. There are great
evils connected with it when justly interpreted, but the
worst of those which I have pointed out arise from its false

construction by that political party which now controls jiub-

lie atfairs. I propose to try that pernicious construction by
tjie correct law of the case.

There are four different plans for the payment of the
public debt now in the minds of men. The first and prime
favorite with the bondholding capitalist is the present sys-

tem. He wishes no change at all. His exact views were
reflected in the inaugural of the executive on the 4th day
of last March. The payment of the debt in coin, with no
reduction of interest or departure from the policy hitherto

prevailing, was then declared to be the chief corner-stone

of the new administration. The President spoke under the

inspiration and in the powerful interest of unscrupulous
wealth, and against the equality and the rights of labor.

He ranged himself on the side of heartless monopoly, and
against the lowly and the poor. He reared the banner of

extortion over all the realms of industry. He declared

himself the advocate of those who gather in from the peo-

ple what they never paid out to the government. He
knew, or should have known, that the government had re-

ceived less than fourteen hundred millions for the sale of

its bonds, as I have shown. In the interest of fraud and
usury, he announced a plan by which, if adhered to, the

toiling tax-payers will be compelled to pay for that less

than fourteen hundred millions the almost incalculable sum
of $4,470,918,930—an amount equal to one-fifth of the en-

tire property of the United States ; an amount more than

three times as large, by actual computation, as the advance-

ment made by the purchasers of bonds when the nation

was bowed down in despair for the want of money. This

illimitable scheme of plunder proclaimed by the executive

is destitute of the slightest support either in equity or in

law. Is it equitable to compel a patriotic, self-sacrificing

people to pay the national debt nearly four times over to a

privileged class who never sacrificed one drop of blood, one
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dollar of money, or one moment's ease, to hold fast the un-

broken boundaries of the Republic? That it is not legal,

I will presently demonstrate.

The second plan, in the order of my consideration, is of

more recent origin. At the opening of the present session

of Congress, the Secretary of the Treasury " laid his report

on our tables. It announces a small deviation from the

present system. There is an attempt to lead the laborer

into the belief that something at last is to be done for his

benefit. The principle of funding is introduced and strongly

urged. It is gilded over with the proposition to place the

rate of interest at four and one-half per cent. He says

:

" The five-twenty bonds, amounting in the aggregate to

f1,602,671,100, are either payable or will soon become pay-

able."

This constitutes over three-fourths, of our bonded debt,

even at its fictitious face. The importance, therefore, of

its payment is at once apparent. The plan of the Sec-

retary reaches only |1, 200,000,000 of this amount, and

for the remainder he advances no theory. Let us exam-
ine, however, how the tax-payer will be affected by
what he does suggest. The provision which he asks is

that new bonds be issued payable in coin—$400,000,000 due
in twenty years, $400,000,000 due in twenty -five years, and

$400,000,000 due in thirty years; that these bonds shall be

exchanged for those now outstanding, and that they bear

interest at four and a half per cent, in gold.

This is what is known as funding the debt at a lower

rate of interest. I call upon each one who hears me to

make a calculation. By this plan, at the end of thirty

years, when the last installment falls due, the people will

have paid, in gold interest, the sum of $1,350,000,000, being

$150,000,000 more than the principal which is thus funded,

without reducing the principal a single farthing or having
a single cent of their hard earnings applied to its payment.
This policy signifies the repeated satisfaction of the debt

without ever efiecting a release from its unending demands.
After a bondage of thirty years the labor of the countiy
will be no nearer a land of liberty and rest than it is now.
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After thirty years of ceaseless exertion the people will

still be in a wilderness of taxation as thick and dense as

that in which they wander and mourn to-daj\ The mort-

gage of the bondholder on all their homes and farms and

flocks and herds will yet remain exactly as heavy as it is

at this hour. Their children and their children's children

will grow up around them subject to the same undimin-

ished burdens; their estates will descend to their posterity

loaded by the same incumbrances that now rest upon them.

The debt will become a permanency as a lasting investment

for idle capital pensioned on the industry of the nation.

Its final liquidation is not contemplated nor desired by
those who own our bonds and control the policy of the

present administration. Interest, interest, with its cease-

less, silent, frightful accumulations, will compel the tax-

payer to pay it over and over again, and yet it will never

be canceled. The principle of funding establishes an in-

exhaustible mine of gold for the bondholder and an eternity

of hopeless toil for the people. It is the doom of slavery

as absolute and perfect as ever wrung unpaid, reluctant la-

bor from any race of any color or kindred. It is the whip,

the scourge with which cruel and unrelenting task-masters,

from year to year and from age to age, will drive the

American laborer to his daily servitude. It has long been

known in England, and there enslaves the multitude and

supports the nobility in indolence and luxury. It is as

fixed and permanent, too, as the British monarchj;^ itself,

Bnd will come to no speedier end. Its introduction into

our laws will create a rank of American nobility founded

upon wealth and fix the badge of serfdom upon the in-

dustrious citizen. It will totally subvert the entire spirit,

meaning, and purposes of our institutions. They were

made by the people and for the people, in the broadest

sense, and not to enrich and elevate the favored few. The

funding system, therefore, I hold to be the worst known in

financial history It will never receive my support.

I come next,Tiowever, to present a third way in which

many minds now concur in thinking that the national debt

might, with entire justice, be met. I approach now the
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ideas of plain and honest people, who believe that the cap-

italist who made no sacrifices for his country should re-

ceive no more than his own ; that he should have no vast

and swelling speculation upon what he advanced to his

government, when every other class advanced so much
more than he did ; that he is not a proper subject for public

charity; that the mighty bounties which I have pointed

out should not be bestowed upon him; that he has no

claims to be fed as a pensioner, and that if he was paid'

back exactly what his bonds cost him, with lawful interest

on that amount, he should be fully and amply content.

This would be thorough and absolute equity, and might
lawfully be done under the contract.

On the chancery side of the court, there is always relief

to be found against an extortionate transaction. This is a

well-known principle between private individuals. It will

hold good also in behalf of a whole people. They have

been imposed upon and defrauded in the creation of the

debt, and they may justly and without breach of the contract

appeal to the great equities of the case. By the adoption

of this principle, the debt diminishes and shrivels away at

once to comparatively narrow proportions. My calcula-

tions already made demonstrate how much of it is fiction,

existing on paper alone and destitute of consideration.

The day may now draw near when the usurer will gladly

accept this proposition—take what alone is his due in the

sight of Grod and man, and ask leave to withdraw from the-

great high court of public opinion, where I lodge this ar-

raignment, and where I plead for justice to all.

But I now take my stand on the fourth and last plan,

which I shall discuss. It embraces the payment of the
debt, the relief of the people, the fulfillment of the con-

tract, and the preservation of our national honor. It is

contained in the following upright and noble resolution

adopted by the Democracy of Indiana, assembled in State-

convention, on the 8th day of this month

:

" That we are willing to pay our national debt in strict

compliance with our contracts, whether it was made paya-
ble in gold or greenbacks, but we are unwilling to do more
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than that ; and ^ve declare that the fivo-twcnty bonds are

payable in greenbacks or their equivalent ; and we con-

demn the policy of the administration, which is squander-

ing millions of money by buying such bonds at a high rate

of premium, when the government had the clear right to

redeem them at par."

On this doctrine I plant myself, with an absolute faith in

its legality and justice. The law which authorizes the

issue of the national currency, here mentioned, says in very

plain and simple words that it is " legal tender for all debts^

public and private, except duties on imports and interest

on the public debt." If the people, therefore, owe anything

else besides duties on imports and interest on the public

debt, the currency named in this resolution is a legal tender

for its payment. This is inevitable and conclusive logic,

and calls for no elaboration. It is unanswerable. It rises

at once by a bare statement to the full force of a demon-

stration. The bonds themselves contain no stipulation on

their face for gold. They appear as any other contract to

be satisfied by the payment of lawful money.

This view of the law was not confined until recently to

the party whose standard I follow. It was very common
among the leaders, and in the ranks of the majority on this-

floor, until the incoming of the present administration pro-

claimed a new departure in the interest of untaxed capital.

The senator from Indiana himself [Mr. Morton] was its ad-

vocate, and the party of which he is so distinguished a

member laid it down as their creed in their State conven-

tion, two years ago, at Indianapolis. The same position was

assumed by the same party in Ohio, under the sanction of

one of its senators [Air. Sherman], so long the chairman

of finance in the Senate. But who will ever forget the

support which this construction of the law received here

in this body? Do you not still hear the hot and bitter

eloquence of your greatest leader? Do you not freshly

remember when the trenchant tongue of the celebrated

member from Pennsylvania [Mr. Stevens] pronounced here

in this presence that any other construction was a swindle

and a robbery ? The distinguished gentleman from Massa-
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clinsetts [Mr. Butler] is here, and can answer, if his' views

have changed into harmony with the administration. Sir,

am I not supported by ample testimony and by many com-

petent witnesses? Though they now fall off and abandon

the cause of the people, and follow the banner of extortion

^t the command of the executive, yet the record still sur-

vives to show what was their free, unbiased construction

of the contract. Though this House, in March last, en-

•acted the wretched farce of attempting to inject a new
meaning into a law then seven years old, by declaring,

under the guidance of the chairman of the Committee on
Ways and Means [Mr. Schenck], that the whole debt, as it

iippears on paper, was payable dollar for dollar in gold, yet

there stands the law, and there stands its interpretation as

given by him, who, as the then chairman of the Commit-
tee on "Ways and Means, drafted and defended it, Mr.
Stevens.

Mr. "Woodward : If my friend from Indiana will excuse

the interruption, I would suggest that he does not do ex-

act justice to the gold bill. It excepts from its operation

all debts where the law of their creation provided for pay-

ment in currency. It did not change the question as to

the live-twenties an iota.

Mr. Voorhees : Its attempt then failed. The law stands

as it did before. The distinguished gentleman from Penn-
sylvania, whose opinion as a jurist is so valuable, I am
glad to know intends to add the great weight of his

opinion to the position which I maintain. I thank him for

•doing so.

The law, then, being plain and beyond doubt, what are

the results which would flow from its enforcement? The
five-twenty bonds, amounting to over sixteen hundred
million dollars, are falling due now and will continue to do
.60 during the next fifteen years. An issue of currency for

their payment, according to the demands of trade and
business from year to year, would brighten the face of the
whole country with joy and relief, and at the end of that
period the debt would be reduced to less than five hundred
million dollars. An annual interest of over a hundred
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million dollars in gold will cease to drain and impoverish

the people. Three-fourths of the debt would be paid, and

the balance can be encountered with hope and without sys-

tematic oppression.

Am I met by the cry of inflation ? There is not a busi-

ness man in the land who does not know that contraction

is now ruining and crushing every active and legitimate

interest. The voice of distress is heard in every quarter.

From the "West there comes an appeal for an increase of

the circulating medium, strong and universal, and rising

high above the confines of party organizations. The people

are oppressed, borne to the earth, and there is a clamor for

relief. The wants of the country, the demands of trade,

will carry §1,000,000,000 of a circulation, not only without

injury, but with positive blessings to all classes of business

and industry. This is an increase of $300,000,000 over

the present volume. Let the people have this increase by

issuing currency for that amount of bonds, and their taxes

will commence diminishing and the prices of their com-

modities will go up. The necessity for this large volume

of circulation is apparent in our growing and swelling

population. The vast enterprises which are opening up and

redeeming the mighty realms which lie between the waters

of the Mississippi and the Pacific ocean ; the great and

valuable staple products of the West and South, as well as

the gigantic commerce of the northern lakes and the sea-

boards of the East; the corn, the wheat, the cotton, the

rice, the sugar, the tobacco, the hogs, the mules, and the

cattle on thrice ten thousand hills, and all the other

myriad productions of agricultural labor, will absorb

in the coming fifteen years an issue of currency suffi-

cient to liquidate the five-twenty bonds. Eailroads and

steamboats will lift up their giant heads to welcome the

refreshing stream. Employment would flow in upon those

who now seek labor in vain. Households would smile

with plenty which are now pining in want. The toiling

millions would have money as well as the untaxed masters

of opulence, idleness, and ill-gotten treasure. The States

that lie in the embraces of the Mississippi and its tribu-
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taries, from the far-off tipper regions of snow down to the

yellow groves of the orange, would have a circulating me-

dium for their people as well as the more favored States

that lie on the northern coast of the Atlantic. And, above

all other blessings, the people would emerge from the

shackles of debt, no part of which is now being paid. The

loud pretensions of the administration on that point can

best be met by a single statement which is proven by the

record. The interest-bearing debt when the last adminis-

tration closed was |2,049,975,700. The Secretary of the

Treasury stated it, a few days ago, to be now $2,100,000,-

000—an increase of |50,024,300. This is a stubborn fact.

While taxation is mountain high, the debt is actually ris-

ing higher.

Sir, I plead to-day for a plan to change all this. I plead

for it as the law of the contract, and as even more than a

just remuneration to the bondholder for his advancements.

I plead for it in the interest of the laborer, whose debt it

will pay and whose appalling taxes it will at once reduce.

I plead for it in the name of every maimed and wounded
soldier on your pension-rolls, the price of whose flesh and
blood you pay in discounted currency, while you pay the

speculator in gold. I plead for it in the name of every'

widow and orphan made by the war, the purchase of whose
tears and broken hearts you provide for in depreciated

paper. I plead for it in the sacred name of eternal justice,

vrhich now lies mangled and outraged by the present flagi-

tious policy. I plead for it, finally, in behalf of all the

mighty interests of the country, whose languishing ener-

gies it would revive, whose drooping trade it would re-

store, whose fainting industries it would imbue with new
life.
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RECONSTRUCTION OF GEORGIA.

[A speech delivered in the House of Representatives, December 21, 1869,

on a "BiO to promote the reconstruction of the State of Georgia."]

Mr. Speaker :—I approach the discussion of this meas-
ure, I trust, in a spirit of candor and fairness, and with a
much greater desire to promote the general welfare of the

country than to attain any party success or party triumph.
Ko graver or more important sabject ever engrossed the

attention of this House than the powers and rights of a
State under the federal constitution.

This measure comes before us at this time surrounded
by singular circumstances. It is not a new one; it has

been here before. It was here last April. In its general

scMjie and purposes it is the same as that proposed by the

gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Butler], the Chairman
of the Reconstruction Committee, at the last session, and

acted on by the House at that time. It was then met here

and defeated. The proposition was then, as it is now, to

invade the State of Georgia and strike down her govern-

ment. This House then deliberately voted upon that ques-

tion. The majority refused to follow the lead of the

gentleman from Massachusetts. They made a record

against invadiug and dismantling a State in full, legal, and

absolute existence. The gentleman from Massachusetts was

abandoned to defeat without even the condolence or com-

miseration of the distinguished gentlemen upon his own
side of the chamber who combined to inflict this disaster

upon him.

This measure is, however, now revived under very differ-

ent circumstances. Since the action of this body some

hidden influence has approached the ear of the executive;

some mysterious instrumentality to me unknown has been
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at work. The offenses claimed in this bill to have beea

committed by Georgia are of old standing. There has

been nothing new in that respect since the last session.

She has committed no new sin. But there is a new de-

parture here, a new line of action springing from the sug-

gestions of the executive in his annual message. Last

spring the proposition of the gentleman from Massachu-

setts was, "as this proposition is now, to authorize the Gov-

ernor of Georgia to convene a legislature which had expired

by the limitations of law. The whole question was dis-

cussed, and a decision rendered that Georgia should not

be thus assailed and stricken down. What have been the-

influences upon the executive ? I do not pretend to find

out his ways or fathom his silent mysteries. Perhaps, how-
ever, the busy tongue of one who is entitled the Governor

of that unfortunate State, and whose form I believe now
haunts these lobbies and this floor, has been at work in-

stilling into his ear the destructive poison which we find in

Ms message.

The Senate has been in anxious haste to act upon the

suggestions of the President. That grave and sagacious

body had long witnessed in silence the offense with which
Georgia is charged. It was committed in July, 1868; the

negroes were then declared ineligible to seats in her leg-

islature, and for nearly a year and a half the Senate as well

as this House have, without protest or action, allowed that

State to go unpunished. The Senate, however, at last

suddenly awakes from its sleep upon the post of duty. It

has heard the voice of the executive, and it is swift to

obey. Its drowsy slumbei-s are suddenly shaken off, and
it bursts forth in loud and clamorous indignation, as if

the conduct of the Geoi'gia legislature seventeen months
ago had just reached this Capitol and been discovered by
the vigilant eyes of senators. Sir, it was not the news
from Georgia that had just penetrated that wise and dig-

nified assembly. The whole facts in her case have been
traveling up and down the country until they are stale

•upon the public mind ; they of themselves have never
been able to arouse the action of either branch of Con-
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gress. The potential voice of the executive, however, lends

an inspiration to the minds of men which the merits of the

case never did.

The Senate has lent a willing heed to that voice, and it

now remains to be seen whether, with no new facts, with
no new argumeiits upon the same old cause ; whether, for

the reason simply that the President says this ought to be
done, this House will reverse its solemn and twice recorded

action upon this question.

I ask gentlemen who have made a record for themselves

of their own independent volition whether they will wipe

it out because the President of the United States tells them
to do so ? It is hard to believe that it will be done. It is

difficult to believe that gentlemen who have made up their

minds upon a full statement of this case and signified their

conclusions by their votes, will change that opinion

merely because the President tells them they were wrong.

"With all proper respect for the present executive, I do

not believe the majority of this House, his own support-

ers and political friends, entertain that exalted opinion of

his learning as a statesman or his wisdom as a jurist which

will lead them to believe more in his suggestions now than

they believed in their own matured opinions when this

question was fully before them. It remains to be seen, Mr.

Speaker, whether in this I am correct. If it should un-

happily prove to be the fact that representatives upon this

floor are thus to be swayed and humiliated by the execu-

tive, then this body is as completely under a master as were

the miserable Parliaments of England when they bent be-

neath the iron sway of Cromwell, or as the French Assem-

bly when it lay at the mercy of Napoleon. He disdains

explanation, and does not stoop to reason with you, but,

without argument, and in brief and contemptuous terms,

and in blind and total disregard of your previous commit-

tals, he tells you to reverse your whole conduct on this

great and vital measure.

Sir, in approaching the merits of this bill, the first

thought that occurs to the mind" is whether Georgia is or

is not a State. In the judgment of this side of the House,
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she has never ceased, to be what our fathers made her in

the beginning. According to our views, the rebellion was

an insurrection of people, and not a war waged by States.

That, too, was the doctrine of your great leader, Mr. Lin-

coln ; it was the doctrine of the entire Congress while the

war raged; it was the doctrine of every department of

this government; and from that great fact there ifr no es-

cape in the hereafter of history. Occupying that position,

I have no trouble. To me she is a State and always has

been. But a difl'erent position was assumed by Congress

in 1867. A revolution took place in your minds, a change

came over your councils. This body, by a law entitled an
act of reconstruction, decided that the States whose people

had been in rebellion were not States of this Union, and
prescribed the conditions by which alone they might become
States as they had once been. By that law you said that

Georgia was not a State, but you prescribed how she might
restore herself to that position again.

itTow, I submit to all candid men if Georgia has complied
with all you asked of her, with all you put in that law, and
has left nothing undone that you required her to do;

whether she has not a standing under the law which for-

bids honest people from enacting new conditions and im-
posing new terms ?

On this question, sir, my attention was particularly ar-

rested, in looking over the debates of the Senate, by the
position assumed by the senator from Indiana [Mr. Morton].
He makes the bold, unqualified statement that Georgia has
not complied with the acts of reconstruction. That is a direct

and explicit averment which must stand or fall by the well-

tnown facts of the case. I propose to try it upon the
proofs. At the last session of this Congress, I discussed
this point, and I take the liberty of submitting the conclu-
.sions I then reached.

" The act of reconstruction, as it is called, abolishing
the State governments of ten States was passed March 3,

1867, almost two years after the last battle was fought.
By this law the army of the United States took possession
of Georgia and her sisters in distress, drove out civil au-
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-thority at the point of the bayonet, and trampled into the

<iust those great principles of legal liberty which ages of

toil and blood and sacrifice have alone sufficed to establish

in the councils of men. Georgia, as a State, was dead.

She was one of the old thirteen, and was born with Amer-
ican independence and had survived the rebellion, but by
the act of reconstruction, she ceased to exist as a member
of the American Union. But, by this act, provision was
made by which she might live again. The conditions were
prescribed and presented to her with the sword over her

head suspended by a hair. The terms were carefully con-

sidered and most rigidly fixed. She had no voice. You
held a prisoner in chains and gagged, and then, for your-

selves and in your own way, coolly and deliberately wrote

down and enacted the conditions on which you would re-

store her to liberty. Her conduct was pointed out and di-

rected by the iron hand of a master. It was not hers to

question, but to obey.

" Has Georgia complied with your terms ? Is she any-

where in default before the law ? The very able, compre-

hensive, and exhaustive discussion of the facts, made by
the distinguished gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Beck],

on this subject, places the answer beyond the region of

doubt. By the fifth section of the act of reconstruction,

provision was made for the election of a constitutional

convention, for the formation of a constitution by that

convention, for the submission of the constitution to the

people, for its examination and approval by Congress, and

for the ratification of the fourteenth amendment to the

constitution of the United States by a legislature elected

under the new State constitution. "When these circum-

stances have taken place, the section from which I quote

provides that ' said State shall be declared entitled to rep-

resentation in Congress, and senators and representatives

shall be admitted therefrom on their taking the oath pre-

scribed by law.' Thereupon the civil authority rises into

active being in such State, and the military arm is with-

drawn.
" In March, 1868, the constitutional convention of Geor-
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gia, acting in pursuance of the act of reconstruction, adopted

a constitution, submitted it to the people, by whom it was

ratified in April by a majority of the registered voters, all-

parties taking part in the election. I cite the report of

General Meade as my authority for this statement. "When

this constitution was presented here, it was examined and'

approved by Congress, with certain modifications set forth

in an act entitled ' an act to admit the States of E'orth Car-

olina, South Carolina, Louisiana, Georgia, Alabama, and

Florida to representation in Congress,' passed June 25,.

1868. General Meade, speaking on this point in his re-

port, says : ' And the legislature which convened in July,

making these modifications, and otherwise complying with

the requirements of the reconstruction laws, the State,

together with Alabama and Florida, was, by act of Con-

gress, formally admitted to representation.' In his tele-

gram to General Grant of July 22, 1868, he also states very

explicitly that 'both houses of the general assembly of

Georgia had, by solemn act, complied with the requisi-

tions of the act of Congress which became a law June 25,

1868 ;' that the governor-elect had been inaugurated, and,

as a very natural conclusion, that 'the State of Georgia is

therefore, under the acts of Congress, entitled to represen-

tation.'

" But there is evidence still more binding upon this body

than any I have yet produced ; it consists of its own re-

corded action. The State of Georgia, toiling back once

more into political life through all the conditions imposed

upon her, at last reached the point where she was permit-

ted to elect members of Congress. They came here, and
only eight short months ago, the gentleman from Massa-

chusetts [Mr. Dawes], then chairman of the Committee of

Elections, made a report that Georgia had ratified the four-

teenth amendment to the constitution of the United States,

'and in all other respects' had conformed to the require-

ments of law in regard to her admission as a State into the

Union, and that her members were entitled to their seats.

This report, with its important and conclusive statements,

was adopted by this House, and the representatives of
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<jeorgia took their seats iu the Fortieth Congress. This

closes the record of reconstruction, and is the last process

known to the law upon that suhject. "What more can there

be? Is there no cud to the movements and powers of the

federal authority over the State ? If Georgia is not now a

State upon terms of equality with the other States of the

Union, when will she be ? I hold that she is to-day a State

as independent of federal interference as Massacliusetts or

Indiana. Her work is done in strict obedience to the com-

mand of Congress. The task you gave her to do is finished.

"Who can rise up and deny my statement on this point?

Xot Congress ; for by adopting the report of the gentleman

from Massachusetts pir. Dawes], this body has admitted,

in the gravest form possible, that Georgia had conformed

in all respects to the requirements of law on the subject of

her admission into the Union. Nor can the present execu-

tive; for, as the general of the army, he sanctioned the

views and official action of General Meade. Here, then,

stands a State, a perfect State, in full and perfect relation

to the federal government."

General Meade, in command of the Department of the

South, was charged with the enforcement of the recon-

struction acts of Congress. It was his sworn duty to see

that they were complied with, and consequently his opin-

ion whether they were enforced, whether they were com-

plied with, is entitled to the highest consideration. He
states explicitly that the State of Georgia has complied

with the laws on the subject of reconstruction. He squarely

<;ontradicts the senator from Indiana [Mr. Morton]. His

telegram of July 22, 1868, is conclusive. I might safely

rest the case upon the statement of this officer, whose duty

it was to enforce the laws, and who declared that he had

done so. But the additional proof is overwhelming. Allow

me to recall the attention of the House to the fact, known
of every member, and fully considered here in April last,

that this House itself in August, 1868, upon the direct

question whether Georgia had complied with the laws of

Congress, and whether she was entitled thereafter to repre-

sentation, decided that she had complied, and was entitled
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to all her rights and privileges as a State. The distin-

guished gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Dawes], then

chairman of the Committee of Elections, and now chair-

man of the Committee on Appropriations, introduced the'

report into this body, which declared that Georgia had in

all respects—in all respects—the broad strong language-

which I use is the language of his report—that she had in

all respects complied with the requirements of the act of

reconstruction, and she was therefore entitled to represen-

tation.

This House ratified and adopted that report. The mem-
bers from Georgia came in upon this floor, and were sworn
at that desk pursuant to the decision you then made.
What else can you require now ? What more is necessary ?'

Was she not a perfect State ? You said so by the admission

of her members to this floor. Do you hold the doctrine-

that a State can cease to exist when she pleases or when
you please ? Do you determine that there may be a Stat&

in 1868 and none in 1869 ? The distinguished senator fronx

Indiana [Mr. Morton], driven by considerations like these^

was forced to deny, in the face of the most conclusive

proof, that Georgia had complied with the acts of recon-

struction. He could not admit that she was a State in

August, 1868, as this House did. He could not logically

admit that, step by step, every process imposed upon her

Ladbeen complied with. Yet this body has so determined.

The majority here has so voted. Yet my colleague in the-

other branch of Congress, under the guidance of the ex-
ecutive, urges my colleagues on this floor to give a vote of

self-stultification. The President, too, blind to our com-
mittals upon this question, asks us to reopen it. He holds-

the book of official life and the riches of patronage in his

hands, and expects thereby to lead or drive as men's minds-
or inclinations may dispose them to follow or be driven.

Sir, the action of this body is conclusive upon itself. In
August of 1868, we said that Georgia had done all that
was necessary. The book was closed ; the seal was set ;

Georgia was restored, her star replaced upon that flag, and
there it has shone from that hour to this ; and when thia
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question was sought to be reopened last spring by the dis-

tinguished gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Butler], this

House, true to its dignity, true to its solemn action of the

August preceding, said it would not disturb the record.

Shall we vote differently now upon the same state of

facts, with no new reasons offered, with no new sins al-

leged ? That is the question presented here. If the de-

cision of this body had the binding force of the decision

of a court upon its own action, a lawyer could at once es-

tablish against these proceedings an estoppel of the highest

power—an estoppel conclusive and unanswerable. I fear,

however, that we may see party passion, party tyranny, and

the behests of the executive rise higher than the solemn

decisions of Congress.

Upon the point, then, whether, by your plan of recon-

struction, Georgia has become a State, I rest perfectly secure

in your own recorded opinions. To me she was always a

State. It was asserted in March, 1867, by the reconstruc-

tion laws, that she was not ; but in those laws there was a

mode of resurrection pointed out to her. "When she

complied Avith that mode you promised to welcome h^r

again to life and liberty as a State. This I have proven

she has done. The conclusion was reached ; this body said

so, and swore in the members, and thus closed the case.

But it is asserted also by the senator from Indiana that

the legislature of Georgia, the convening of which is one

of the prime objects of this bill, was not a legally organ-

ized body. Even suppose it was not, let us look at the

principles then involved. "What has Congress to do with

the question of the organization of the State legislature?

"Will some gentleman tell me in a plain way how the fed-

eral government, either the President or Congress, can

interfere with the organization of the legislature of a State ?

I have proven that Georgia is a State by your own admis-

sions and under your own plan ; I have proven that Georgia

is a State by the record of this House ; I have proven that

Georgia is a State by her compliance with all your de-

mands; and being a State, tell me, some sage of the law,

some one eminent in the learning of statesmanship, tell me
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by what power the federal government can dictate to a

State in the organization of her legislature ?

The legislature of my own State has had many troubles

and much irregularity upon the question of its organization

at different times. Are its decisions subject to revision here ?

I treat this question with all fairness. It is an awful one

in its consequences, not merely to Georgia, but to every

State beneath the flag. It is one that opens the door to

the absolute destruction of our form of government. It is

one that authorizes this government to lay its federal hand
upon every State of the Union, to invade the boundaries

of every commonwealth, and to dictate who shall be mem-
bers of a legislature and who shall not. I challenge gen-

tlemen on this floor to point me to authority or precedent

by which this monstrous thing can be done.

Mr. Dawes : Will the gentleman yield to me for a mo-
ment ?

Mr. Voorhees: Certainly.

Mr. Dawes : I should like to ask the gentleman a ques-

tion. I have listened with a great deal of interest to his

argument. But suppose we admit all the gentleman's gen-
eral premises, and all his statements up to this point—that
Georgia has complied with all that was required by the re-

construction acts, and that Georgia once a State always a
State—I should like to ask the gentleman with regard to

that clause of the constitution of the United States which
required the United States to guarantee a republican form
of government to Georgia, whether he understands that to

be an obligation to maintain a republican form of govern-
ment in Georgia, and when^ the people of Georgia have
adopted a form of government, whether or not he thinks
it is the United States who are to judge whether it be re-

publican ?

I will state to him freely my difficulties, and some of
them he has touched upon himself. I am one of those who
believe that once a State always a State, but I believe that
it is obligatory upon the United States to see that Georgia
maintains a republican form of government.
Mr. Voorhees : I have the point.
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Mr. Dawes : I believe that it is for the United States to

judge whether she has a republican form of government,

and I would like to have the gentleman say, if. he agrees

with me there, by what particular method, or in what way,

Congress can maintain a republican form of government.

Mr. Voorhees : The gentleman from Massachusetts stands

in a peculiar position to propound the question he does. So

far as the duty of this government is concerned in guaran-

teeing a republican form of government to Georgia, he is

estopped from saying that it has failed to do so by the re-

port which he introduced in August, 1868, on tliis floor.

He then said that Georgia had in " all respects " complied

with the laws of Congress ; and, assuming that the laws of

Congress provided for a republican form of government in

that State, my answer is conclusive as to the gentleman

from Massachusetts, as well as to this House, which adopted

his report and his views.

Mr. Dawes : Will the gentleman allow me ?

Mr. Voorhees: I see the double question. The other

part of it is, whether we are charged with the duty of

maintaining that republican form of government which he

iidmitted was established. He is also estopped on that

point, for he refused, by his vote here, only in April last,

to interfere with Georgia. With the sins of Georgia all

before him ; with the negroes unseated from her legisla-

ture—these dear objects of party devotion thus spurned, as

it is now assumed ; with all this rebellious iniquity before

his eyes, he did not think, in the last spring-time, that it

was necessary for us to do anything to maintain a repub-

lican form of government in that afflicted State. There

iias been nothing done to inspire this sudden devotion for

the maintenance of a republican form of government in

that region.

Mr. Dawes : I will not take a moment of the gentleman's

time.

Mr. Voorhees : My time is limited, and I can not yield

further to the gentleman. I would not do the gentleman

from Massachusetts injustice at all ; but I know his skill

•and his long service upon this floor, and if I allow him to
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make speech about with me in my time, things will quit

about even between us, for the superior merit of my sid6

of the case would not more than enable me to keep even

with his superior skill and adroitness.

But the gentleman from Massachusetts stands upon the

record where I have placed him, and since his vote here in

April last, there has been no new departure that I have

heard of, in the State of Georgia, from a republican form

of government. He had the whole case before him then.

His report of August, 1868, proves that Georgia estab-

lished a republican form of government, and his vote in

April, 1869, on this floor, proves that she had maintained

that republican form of government herself up to that time.

I know of nothing, subsequent to his last record, to change

his front, except the President's message which lies here

before me. If there are other reasons, they are unknown
to me. I do not impute improper motives to the distin-

guished gentleman from Massachusetts, but these are bold,

hard facts, from which there is no escape. I deeply regret-

to see the gentleman manifest a disposition to get away
from the sound position he occupied last spring. I regret

to find signs of his defection from that majority which then'

said they would stand by the record already made. I had
counted upon him as one of the foremost to vindicate, as

he did then, the safety of the State from federal inter-

ference.

But to recur to the point that I was considering when the

gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Dawes] arose, the power
of this government to act upon the legislature of a State.

What is the meaning of the phrase, " a republican form of

government ?" It is not every irregularity, it is not every

violation of law which makes a government unrepublican in

form. If a State government has a republican constitution,,

if its laws are pursuant to the same principles, the irregu-

larity which pertains to the organization or acts of its-

legislature is not such a surrender of its powers and very

existence as to warrant the invasion of that State by fed-

eral authority. Who that has experience enough to serve

upon this floor does not know the troubles that surround
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at times the legislatures of all the States ? If illegally

unseating members would destroy States there would be

none now in the Union. No such position can be held a

moment; it falls under the first blow that assails it. If the

State of Georgia through her legislature has committed

errors of this kind, it is for her to correct them ; and it is a

matter of history that she has taken the only steps she can

take to do so. The question of the eligibility of negroes

to seats in the legislature of that State was properly re-

ferred to her highest judicial tribunal. There it has been

decided that negroes under your dispensation are eligible

to all the offices in the State. "What more do you want ?

"WTiat more is desired in their behalf?

Mr. Dawes : Will my friend allow me to put another

question ?

Mr. Voorhees : Certainly ; a question.

Mr. Dawes : I would like to know if the gentleman has

any other answer to my interrogatory except that I am
estopped from putting it?

Mr. Voorhees: That is generally held to be a good

answer. [Laughter.]

Mr. Dawes : That may be good enough for me.

Mr. Voorhees. "When the question is asked by one wha
is not estopped, it will be time enough for another answer.

Mr. Dawes : I would like to know whether the gentle-

man has any other answer to go to the country except that

I am estopped from putting it ? It is not of much conse-

quence whether I am consistent or not.

Mr. Voorhees: I think I have already answered the

question, perhaps imperfectly. I hold that when a State

has made a constitution republican in form, has organized

by the election of officers, her laws in general harmony

with that constitution, and has perfected her relations with

the federal government, the mere irregularity or miscon-

duct of her legislature, its unconstitutional acts, do not

vitiate her republican form of government, and do not call

for federal interference.

Does the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Dawes]'

pretend otherwise; that the unconstitutional act of the
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legislature of the State of Georgia in unseatiug a few

negroes, conceding that it was unconstitutional, warrants

the federal government in reaching forth its hand, crush-

ing that State, hurling the army into her borders, suspend-

ing civil law, striking down the right of habeas corpus,

erecting a military despotism there, and governing the

people by the cannon and the bayonet; does an uncon-

stitutional act of a State legislature warrant the federal

government to do these deeds of violence and revolution ?

And yet they are all aiuthorized by the provisions of this

bill.

. Mr. Dawes : If it will not consume too much of the

gentleman's time, I will tell him what I understand by
that. I understand that whether the United States gov-

ernment is authorized to do what he says depends altogether

upon the character of those unconstitutional acts, and that

it is the province and the duty of the United States gov-

ernment to decide upon such facts. The question is one
of fact. I agree with the gentleman from Indiana that

not every unconstitutional act would justify an inter-

ference; but I hold that there are unconstitutional acts

of which a legislature or a State may be guilty that would
-call upon the federal government in all its capacities and
all its functions to interfere to maintain within the partic-

ular State a republican form of government. "Whether
8uch a condition of things exists to-day in Georgia is a ques-

tion of fact now before us. It is a question upon which
the gentleman and I may differ, but it is a question of fact

and not of law. Does such a condition of things exist to-

day in Georgia as requires the government of the United
States to exert its powers under this provision of the con-

stitution to see that a republican form of government is

maintained in Georgia ?

Mr. Voorhees : I am compelled to decline to yield
further.

Mr. Dawes : I am obliged to the gentleman for yielding
BO far as he has done.

Mr. Voorhees : Sir, who is to judge whether the acts of
a State legislature are unconstitutional or not ? The gen-
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tleman from Massachusetts stands now squarely upon the

ground that Georgia is a State. lie stands there, whatever

may be the ground on which other people stand. From
that position he makes his argument that because of her

unconstitutional legislation the federal government must
interpose. AVho is to judge of the character of the laws

of a State ? Is it any part of our duty to do so ? Does
the constitution empower us to take under consideration

the legislation of the various States of this country ? Who
ever heard before of a doctrine so monstrous ? Who ever

heard it asserted before that Congress is an appellate court

into which the acts of a State legislature can be pursued

and here tried and determined?

The true theory of our system of government is that ju-

dicial tribunals are established to try such questions. The
courts of the States try them, and provision is made by
which, when necessary, they are brought to the Supreme

Court of the United States, the tribunal of last resort, be-

yond which there is no appeal except to the doctrine of

revolution. Our system in this respect is beautiful in its

harmony.

But when you assert the power of Congress to take up

the legislation of the several States and pass upon its con-

stitutionality, the boundaries of our duties here widen as

the illimitable ocean and become as confused as the storm

that beats the ocean into fury. We have no guide, no'

chart, no compass. There is no such authority. I utterly

deny the doctrine of the gentleman from Massachusetts.

It is a heresy of the grossest kind. Congress has no judi-

cial capacity to revise the legislation of the States, to de-

termine whether such legislation is in accordance with

their own State constitutions. If this doctrine was ever

before promulgated on this floor, it has never been my for-

tune to hear it. In these times of startling novelties, this

is one of the most startling. It emanates from the acute,

sagacious, and comprehensive brain of the gentleman from

Massachusetts, only because by his own solemnly recorded

action upon this subject heretofore he can now find no-

other ground on which to stand and support this bill—a bill
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substantially the same in its scope and purposes as the one

which met his decided opposition in the last session, and to

whose defeat he contributed so largely.

But, Mr. Speaker, I must pass to some other points of

consideration. Was the legislature of Georgia legally or-

ganized ? A distinguished person has said, in the recent

debates in the Senate, that it was not. Some' comfort,

doubtless, accrues to the gentleman from Massachusetts

from that assertion ; for an illegally organized body could

not, under certain circumstances, pass legal and constitu-

tional laws. But this charge against the organization of

that body is equally as unfounded and unsupported by the

facts as the assertion that Georgia had not complied with

the laws of Congress.

I again appeal to an authority which no one will gain-

Bay. I appeal to one whose business it was to know
whereof he spoke, and whose words have weight through-

out the land. In a dispatch dated " Headquarters Third

Military District, Atlanta, Georgia, July 21, 1868," to

'' General U. S. Grant, Washington, D. C," General Meade
writes as follows :

" Both houses of the legislature having examined into

and decided upon the qualifications of their respective

members under the fourteenth article constitutional amend-
ment, I yesterday instructed the provisional governor to

communicate to each house that I considered their organi-

zation legal, and withdrew any opposition to their proceed-

ing to the business which called them together."

Here again is a square contradiction between two very

prominent men. The general, however, from whom I

quote has the advantage of the ground. He was there

with every page of the law constantly open before him.
The country will be likely to receive his statement as true,

and leave my colleague in the Senate to that charity which
thinketh no evil because of such grave and terrible mis-
takes.

But after the very able senator had asserted that " the

legislature of Georgia was not legally organized," he fol-

lows it up by another statement, as if in the nature of an
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argument, showing in what its illegality consisted. He
says

;

"There were a body of men in that legislature number-

ing from twenty-tivc to thirty, holding their seats in viola-

lation of the third clause of the fourteenth amendment."
Sir, I am amazed at the wild inaccuracy here displayed.

The exact truth was easily attainable. I have it here. I

hold in my hand the long, elaborate, and comprehensive dis-

patch dated at Atlanta, Georgia, July 18, 1868, from Gen-
eral Meade to General Grant, covering and explaining the

whole matter in regard to alleged illegal members in the

Georgia legislature. I submit it entire as a most able and
valuable paper

:

" Headquarters Third Military District,

" Atlanta, Georgia, July 18, 1868.

"Gen. U. S. Grant, Washington, D. C:
'• On the 8th instant, having been officially notified by

the provisional governor of Georgia that both houses of

the legislature had reported to him they were organized

and ready for any communication from him, I instructed

the governor to communicate to both houses that until

compliance was had with the laws of Congress I considered

them as provisional and subject to my control, and that I

could not consider either house legally organized until it

had examined into and decided on the eligibility of its

members under the fourteenth article. On receipt of this

communication each house appointed a committee to in-

vestigate and report. In the senate a majority of the com-
mittee reported all eligible. One member of the minority

reported two ineligible. Another member of the minority

reported nine ineligible. The senate, after hearing the

report of the committee and excluding the senators re-

ported against from voting, indorsed and adopted the

report of the majority declaring none ineligible. This

action is to-day transmitted to me by the provisional

governor, who adopts the extreme report of the minority,

gives his judgment that the action of the majority

of the committee and of the senate is illegal, and that

the nine members are ineligible; states, however, that
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he has official information that certain of these memhers

have had their disability removed by Congress, and calls oa

me to overrule the decision of the senate, and declare va-

cant the seats of those members reported against by one

member of the minority whose disabilities have not been

removed.
" I am not disposed to alter the position I have assumed

that it is the prerogative of each house to judge of the

facts and the law in the cases of members of their houses.

I consider I have performed my duty when I called their

attention to the law and required action to be taken under

it. I do not feel myself competent to overrule the delib-

erate action of a legislative body who report they have

conformed to the rule I laid down for their guidance. If I

was the sole and exclusive judge of the qualifications of

members, I should have exercised my prerogative before

allowing the house to organize. I construed the dispatch

of Mr. Wilson to Governor "Warmoth, prohibiting any

oath but such as the constitution prescribed, as prohibiting

any test in advance of the house having control and as

leaving to each house the right to decide. My judgment,

therefore, is to acquiesce in the decision of the senate, and
leave to Congress such action as may hereafter be deemed
proper in case the senate has failed to comply with the law.

To adopt the course proposed by the provisional governor,

and overrule the action of the senate, will bring me in

immediate conflict with the legislature and produce results

which, in my judgment, will be worse than alloys'ing a few
doubtful members to retain seats under the vote of their

own body. It is proper that I should add that there ap-

pears at present no doubt but that the congressional acts

will be complied with, even if members whose seats are

questioned are left undisturbed. So far as I can ascertain,

the trouble is a personal one, arising out of the contest for

United States senatorship. I should also add that the senate,

whose action is reported, has a decided Republican majority,

and could have purged itself of such members as are clearly

ineligible. "What I desire to know is whether, in your judg-
ment, my duty requires me to overrule the deliberate act
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of the senate, and judge for myself on the qualifications

of membei's. I have no doubt of my power in the prem-

ises, but do not feel that I am called on to do more than I

have done.
" George G. Meade,

^^Major-General.
'

"A true copy."

" R. C. Drum, Assistant Adjutant- General.'"

It will be seen by this dispatch of the officer then in

command that there were two committees, one from each

house, raised to investigate and report upon the qual-

ifications of members. One person on one of the com-

mittees reported two members ineligible, and another re-

ported nine. Thus there never were but eleven members
of the Georgia legislature whose right to hold seats under

the fourteenth amendment was ever even questioned, and
that by a minority of but one member in each of the com-

mittees. The majority of the committees found none dis-

qualified, and so reported. In the senate. General Meade
informs us, there was a Republican majority

;
yet the re-

port of its committee that none were ineligible was adopted,

as was also the similar report in the house. These are the

circumstances which have engendered, in distempered imag-

inations, the vision of "twenty-five or thirty men holding

their seats in violation of the third clause of the fourteenth

amendment.

"

But this dispatch has a still higher value than even its

complete and thorough refutation of the eminent gentle-

man who stands as the author of this bill before the coun-

try. In it General Meade lays down the wholesome and

true doctrine broadly and with emphasis, "that it is the

prerogative of each house to judge of the facts and the

law in the cases of members of their houses." He en-

forces this view at length, and construes the laws of Con-

gress under which he and Georgia were both acting to

require no more. When the two houses performed this

duty, federal interference was concluded. It is upon this

precise question, however, that the executive now recom-

mends the destruction of the State. The reason he assigns
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for this movement to eject Georgia was the exercise of this

"prerogative of each house to judge of the facts and the

law in the cases of their members." After stating in his

recent message that " all the acts then required of them

by the reconstruction acts of Congress" had been per-

formed, the President proceeds to state the only complaint

which he makes. He says

:

" Subsequently, however, in violation of the constitution

which they had just ratified, as since decided by the Su-

preme Court of the State, they unseated the colored mem-

bers of the legislature, and admitted to seats some members

who are disqualified by the third clause of the fourteenth

amendment to the constitution, an article which they them-

selves had contributed to ratify."

Upon this statement of grievance as a cause, which he

admits has been remedied by judical action, follows the

-conclusion of the President^ as now embodied in the meas-

ure under discussion. He therefore now takes direct issue

with General Meade as to the right of the legislature to

determine the qualifications of its own members. He holds

that a State may be in full and harmonious relations with

ihe constitution of the United States and all the laws of

Congress, and yet if her legislature exercises this right,

which every State in the Union has exercised unquestioned

from the foundation of the government up to the present

hour, and her action maybe contrary to his partisan wishes,

he rushes here and asks Congress to empower him to send

the army against her, and humble her, as it is boldly

avowed, into obedience—obedience not to law, for that he

admits she has given, but obedience to a spirit that knows
no law higher or purer than its own selfish purposes. That

is his position now ; and it takes but a moment to show
that it is assumed without any consistency with his own
record, and with a total and shameless disregard of his

former committals.

In the close 9f the dispatch of July 18th, it will be ob-

served that General Meade asks for the judgment of Gen-
eral Grant on his construction of the laws of Congress in

regard to the powers and prerogative of each house of the
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lofjislaturc in seating or unseating its own members. Tliis

long and very important telegram readied General Grant

while in the AVest, far from buzzing, earwig advisers of

mischief; and, in reply, he sent the following to the brave

and lamented Eawlins, by whom it was forwarded to the

commander of the South :

"Denver, Colorado, July 21, 1868.

" To John A. Rawlins:
'• Major-General Meade's dispatch just received. His

•conclusions are approved.
"U. S. Grant, General."

I here also submit the approval which the course of

General Meade then received from other high officials and

party leaders. I hold in my hand a telegram to Governor

"Warmoth, of Louisiana, dated June 30, 1868, which reads

as follows

:

" We think that persons disqualified under the four-

leenth article of the amendment to the constitution of the

United States, are not eligible to your legislature. This is

to be determined by the respective houses, but no oath can

be imposed except the oath prescribed by the State consti-

tution.

"James F. Wilson,
" Chairman Judiciary Committee.

" George S. Boutwell,

"J. F. Farnsworth,

"H. E. Paine,

^^Reconstruction Committee."

Sir, we have seen very cleai'ly what the conclusions were

which are here approved. They were made by Gen. Meade

upon the exact point under consideration. They were fully

and elaborately stated, and the questions involved rernain

unchanged from that hour to this. Will some friend and

admirer of this administration tell me and tell the coun-

try why the legal opinion of the President in regard

to the functions, powers, and duties of State legis-

latures in December, 1869, is so diametrically opposed to

his opinion on the same subject, governed by precisely the

same facts, in July, 1868? I would gladly learn how the
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great and lofty statesmanship wherewith we are now blest

can make these long and crooked leaps and yet i-etain the-

respect of its followers. At Denver, before he attained his

present summit of power, he approved the sound maxims
of the constitution, as enunciated by Gen. Meade, and fur-

nished a complete and crushing answer to the proposition

now made in his message as well as to every argument

produced in favor of this atrocious bill in either branch of

Congress.

Where is the influence that has thus uprooted the faith

of the executive in his own deliberately expressed senti-

ments upon a vast national question? What arguments have-

wrought this absolute and radical change ? Where are his

considerations ? He does not deign to disclose them. !N"o-

explanation breaks his famous silence, and I here leave him
impaled and exposed to the view of the country on the

point of his approval of that interpretation of the recon-

sti'uction laws which denied to the fedei'al government any

authority or right to examine or determine the eligibility

of members of a State legislature under any circumstances

whatever.

But, Mr. Speaker, there is one new feature in the pro-

posed measure which has fastened itself upon it like a.

guilty parasite of power since this movement was launched.

One more condition has been attached to the existence of a

State. Party necessity, which drives with a hard whip and
goads forward its devotees with a sharp and cruel spur,,

here describes that Georgia shall ratify the fifteenth amend-
ment to the constitution of the United States. It is not

enough that she, by her own laws, has been compelled to-

permit the negro to vote and hold office, but she must sub-

mit to become the tool of unscrupulous politicians who are

seeking to force negro suffrage upon States and constitu-

encies that are opposed to it.

Before Georgia can be taken by the hand as within the
Union, under this bill, she must first consent to assist in

breaking down the popular will of many other States. A
fierce dread is upon the minds of political leaders in regard
to the fate of this favorite amendment. We saw distin-
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guishecl gentlemen at the last sottsion, ^Yhose States over-

whelmingly repudiate it, coercing Virginia, Mississippi, and

Texas into its adoption. But the coercion stops not with

them. I here proclaim on this floor, and in the hearing of

all my colleagues who support this measure and this ad-

ministration, that there is a popular majority in Indiana

against negro suftragc of one hundred thousand votes.

Poor manacled and chained Georgia is driven like a slave

to assist iu subverting this vast majority of the free people

of Indiana. Other States, the oldest of the Union, have

been forced on the peril of their lives to put their shoulders

to the infamous task. One more is needed to overturn the

constitution and the laws of the State which I in part

represent, and this odious bill drags forward another re-

luctant agent of tyranny, wrong, and revolution.

A few days since a communication from the Secretary

of State was read at our desk," announcing the States which

have ratified the fifteenth amendment. I heard with amaze-

ment the name of Indiana in the list. Could I have ob-

tained the floor, I would then have denounced the state-

ment as untrue, and the imputation unjust and slanderous

"to the people of that State. There is no party there in

favor of it beyond the desperate leaders who receive their

•commands from this Capitol. We have our own local con-

stitution on the subject of suffrage, and with it we are con-

tent. It was ratified by nearly the whole people, irre-

spective of party, within the last twenty years. ISTo one

has asked for a change.

In the canvass before the people in 1868, it wa's inces-

santly proclaimed by all my colleagues on the opposite side

of the House, and by both senators from Indiana, that

negro suffrage was not to be forced upon Northern States

;

that the will of the people of such States was to be re-

spected, and that the tyranny of federal coercion was only

to be exercised on the down-trodden plains of the South.

How soon the usurpation has spread ! How rapidly the

contempt for popular government has enlarged its bounda-

ries ! Indiana is to bow her bright head to the dust. It is

not her own act that humiliates her. She has not ratified
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this degradation. At the proper time I will demonstrate-

that the action of a mob could as well place a provision in

the constitution of the United States as the action of a few
lawless members of the legislature, who were afraid to meet
their constituents on this issue. I will hold tip to scorn

the wretched desperation of party despotism in Indiana^

But well knowing, as all men do, that Indiana will never,

of her own free will, accept the political partnership of the
negro, one of her senators has been conspicuous by his ef-

forts to rivet the chain upon her by enforced action of
other States. He marshals Virginia, Mississippi, Texas,
and now Georgia, into line as slaves, and with a lash in his^

hand over them, he commands them to apply the lash to-

the naked back of his own State. Section 8 of this bill is

the scourge prepared by him for his own constituency. He-
holds Georgia by the throat, and promises her deliverance

only upon the condition that she will commit a political

felony upon the citizens of Indiana. The senator himself,
with his acknowledged high ability, can not persuade or
compel the people of his State to accept negro suffrage.

He therefore finds four helpless; gasping, dying common-
wealths, in the desolated regions of the rebellion, and goads-
them by the sharp and merciless necessities of mortal ex-
tremity to assume the revolting task of forcing odious lawa
on an unwilling people. It would hardly be less consistent
with a generous nature to tempt a starving man with ar

morsel of bread to commit a larceny, than is such a course-
of legislation as we find here with the great and lofty at-
tributes of a true statesmanship. It is the very depravity
of party

; it is the legerdemain of low politics by which ta
cheat the people out of their dearest birthright.

Sir, I have ever aimed to stand by the people in every
encroachment upon their rights. I do so now. This bill
is a vast stride of power. It crushes States wherever it

goes
;

it binds Georgia again in fetters, but reaches beyond
her borders

;
it comes with its malignant spirit of force

and overturns the institutions of that noble people whom
I represent. In their name, I denounce its approach ; in
their name, I record my vote against it. It is their right
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to make and maintain a constitution for themselves. This

right is stricken down by this bill. Georgia is forced to

become the executioner of the liberties of my constituents.

They are not in favor of the fifteenth amendment. I speak

now for men of both parties. Yet the eighth section of

this bill makes Georgia enforce it upon them, and this sec-

tion was drawn by the senator from Indiana [Mr. Morton].

It is not the right of a negro to vote that is here involved

;

it is the right of white men that is here taken away. The
section is here for the purpose of depriving the votei's of

Indiana of their free expression upon a great question of

fundamental constitutional law. It makes up the issue.

"With full faith in the capacity of the people of Indiana to

judge correctly and to decide intelligently between the

friends and enemies of popular liberty within her borders,

I remit this issue to them.
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ENFORCEMENT OF THE 15TH AMENDMENT.

fA speech delivered in the House of Representatives, February 15, 1871,

on a " Bill for the enforcement of the fifteenth amendment."]

Mk. Speaker:—The coHdition of this House to-day im-

presses me painfully. A measure of the most awful mag-
nitude is under discussion, and the hour for voting is well

nigh here. In a few minutes more we will vote on a bill

which changes the whole policy of the government on the

subject most vital to its liberties. It can not be denied

that the dominant party on this floor has paid no attention

to this great matter, paid no attention to the discussion

thus far; and I hazard nothing in saying that there are

one hundred members who will record their votes who
have neither read the bill nor heard a word of the debate.

It is one of the appalling aspects of public aflEairs that a
measure revolutionizing the entire machinery of our gov-
ernment can be pressed through and become a law with so

little attention from the party that is responsible to the
country for its legislation. And I know now that I speak to

persons who do not intend to be governed by the reasons

given, but by predetermined convictions and party neces-

sities.

In the few minutes that are left to me, however, I shall

make known some observations that press themselves
heavily upon my mind. I call the attention of gentlemen
upon the other side of the House to the great fact, now
almost forgotten, now fading away in memory, that there
was a time once in the history of this government when
such a thing as a federal officer approaching the ballot-box
in the various States of this Union and supervising popu-
lar elections all over this wide-spread land would have been
looked upon with as much affright as if a wild beast had
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•escaped from a menagerie, and was lu-owliuu: for prey in

the midst of a peaceable neighborhood. Until these latter

and evil daj's the people in the cities and towns and vil-

higes, and in their far-away hamlets, along the banks of the

creeks and rivers, met and held elections, and no federal

sp_v or informer dared tread the hallowed precincts of the

people's place of voting.

In that way the government was sustained upon the

principle of the fathers, for our fathers did lay down that

this government rested upon the consent of the governed.

They did lay down that the virtue and the intelligence of

the people could alone sustain it ; and whenever we pro-

claim that the people are not to be trusted, that it is neces-

sary to have force-bills in their midst, that federal satraps

have to go among them with bayonets in their hands, that

informei's have to stand at the polls with the army and the

navy at their backs, to regulate the canvass, to inspect the

ballot as it goes in, and after it is in, and as it comes out,

it will be a proclamation that our government has failed,

that its foundations are false, that their virtue and their

intelligence are m^'ths and mockeries, and do not exist.

That is what your bill does here. It accomplishes this fell

purpose. It lays hold upon the foundations of the Repub-

lic. It drags them to their downfall. It declares an abso-

lute loss of faith in the people. Sir, I knew, when you
entered upon your career of violence in prostrating the

Southern States by your misnamed reconstruction, that it

would not stop there. I knew, when the sky darkened in

that quarter, that it would darken likewise in this. I

knew that usurpation could not be confined to any one sec-

tion of the country. I knew that despotism had no bounda-

ries, when once begun, save the outside limits of the Union.

I knew that when you overthrew and chained a portion of

the States, you would seek to overthrow and chain all the

others. The unlawful exercise of power is the tiger's taste

of blood. It can not be appeased. It grows more insatiate

upon its unnatural and horrible repast. It ravens in fierce

lunger and thirst upon each new draught from the veins
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of its bleeding and dying victims. The lust has not been

quenched in your hearts by its unbridled indulgence.

You crushed the States of the South after their people

had surrendered; you invaded their voting precincts; you

regulated all their elections with the iron hand of the mil-

itary; you elected such persons as you desired. There is

nothing more to be done in that quarter. Your ruthless

work is finished under a southern sky. And now, unlike

the great Alexander, who wept because there were no more

worlds to conquer, you have found new and inviting fields

of conquest over your own countrymen; and this bill de-

clares the war and orders the ravaging and devastating

march—a march over the ark of the covenant (tf a free

constitution, and over the down-trodden forms of American

freemen. YOu turn away for awhile from your Southern

captive. You turn the edge of the sword now to the States-

\of the itTorth. You point your cannon toward Saratoga

and Monmouth and Braudywine and Bunker Hill.

"What are some of the leading features of this bill of

nineteen sections ? My time is too short for more than a

glance. You provide for the appointment of two persona-

to supervise, at each voting precinct, the registration of all

the voters in all the cities and towns of over twenty thou-

sand inhabitants in the several States. Who ever heard of

such an outrage on local liberty in the good old days now
gone, and, I am afraid, gone forever? You say these two-

officials shall be of different political parties. "What care I?

If they were both of my own party, I would denounce the

principle just the same. Sir, I despise an argument based

upon such an idea. I spurn it ; I loathe it ; it is unworthy
the halls of the national legislature. I cast it from me as-

false and pernicious.

Another section of the bill provides that the United
States marshals shall have certain high and almost unlim-

ited powers ; they shall appoint as many deputy marshals
as they may desire, either for the public good or for mali-

cious oppression. There is no limit in this respect. He-

may organize companies, regiments, and battalions of dep-

uties. No words of limitation contract his powers. He
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makes his selections also to suit himself. No appointments

from diflcrcnt parties are here provided for. The execu-

tion of this terrible bill rests in the hands of the marshal

and his deputies, and they ^Yill all belong to the party in

power. This is a cunning device. There is a deceptive

show of fairness in regard to the appointment of the su-

pervisors, but where the real power to grind and oppress

is lodged, none but the adherents of usurpation are trusted

for a moment by this bill.

And what does the execution and enforcement of this

measure involve ? Who can contemplate it with calm-

ness ? By section twelve of this monstrous revolution

—

it is nothing less—provision is made that a marshal, or his

general deputies, or his special deputies, or either one of

them, shall, upon his own judgment, if he thinks or pre-

tends to think that he has been interfered with or opposed

in the execution of his duty, call the commander of the

nearest military post to his aid, to enforce this bill with

United States troops. I appeal to the gentleman from

Ohio—I appeal to him personally, for he can not want

to destroy his country. I do him that justice. A
long service in this hall has dissipated many prejudices. I

am ready and anxious to accord to all good intentions. I

do not desire to be harsh in my judgment upon any one. I

therefore appeal, in all candor and kindness, to the gentle-

man from Ohio in the face and hearing of the country, tell

me what you mean when such a section as this is written
;

where power to command the army and navy is given, not

merely to a United States marshal, but to one of his depu-

ties—to one of the low, crawling creatures, such as were

raked up in the vile purlieus of the city of New York last

fall, and appointed to act in that capacity ? I challenge

the attention of this House—I challenge denial of the as-

sertion that under this law any one of those bawds of pol-

itics who maybe appointed a deputy marshal can call upon

the commander of the military post nearest him, and com-

pel his services with all the troops at his command ;
for

this bill says that the officer thus called upon shall obey or

incur the wrath of heavy penalties. There is no exemp-
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tion by reason of rank. The tallest heads shall bow at the

mandate of the deputy marshal. The plume of the great-

est hero will trail in the dust at the feet of the bar-room

and back-alley politician dressed in authority, by this

wretched bill. William T. Sherman must obey ;
Philip

Sheridan must obey ; George H. Thomas, if alive, would

have to obey ; Winfield S. Hancock must bend his proud

head to some poor, slimy creature born in infamy and

reared in corruption, who, as a deputy, might see fit to call

upon him for military assistance with which to carry an

election by force. Gentlemen, if you can stand that, we
can. Little by little you are giving us the advantage be-

fore the country. Upon measures of this kind you are

alienating your honest followers. It was once said, " Oh,

that mine enemy would write a book !" AVe may well

say, " Oh, that our enemy will oontinue such legislation as

this, until the mighty and colossal structure that once

reared its insolent head to the very heavens and over-

shadowed all the land, known by the name of the Eepub-

lican party, shall totter to its fall, forever !" It is not for

me to complain, except in behalf of the public good. I

do not complain in the spirit of party. My party rejoices

and prospers in your follies and your crimes. You can not

undermine the strong battlements of your party more ef-

fectually than'by such gigantic, heedless, and unnecessary

outrages as are contemplated by this bill. The people are

resenting your lawlessness day by day, and soon will turn

and rend your political fabric to pieces. It requires no eye

of prophetic light to foresee this doom, unless the downfall

of liberty itself is at hand.

Sir, I had no idea of engaging in this discussion until it

was about to open to-day. I thereupon sent a page to the

Superintendent of the Census Bureau, asking him to send

me a list 9f the cities of the United States containing a-

population of over twenty thousand. I have that list here

I give it as it was given to me :
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Population of cities of theUnitcd States of ttventy thousand and
upward.

CITIES. POPULATION.

New York 925,485

Re-enumeration 942,541

Philadelphia 657,556

Re-enumeration 674,022

Brooklyn 396,300

St. Louis. 310,864

Chicago 298,983

Baltimore 207,354

Boston 250,526

Cincinnati 216,2,39

Kew Orleans 191,322

San Francisco 149,482

Buffalo ., 117,115^

Washington 109,204

Newark / 105,059

Louisville 100,753

Cleveland _ 92,864

Pittshurg 86,235

Jersey City. 82,547

Detroit. 79,580

Milwaukee 71,499'

Albany 69,422

Providence 68,906

Rochester 62,315

Alleghany 53,181

Richmond 51,038

New Haven 50,840

Charleston 48,956

Troy 45,481

Syracuse - 43,058

Indianapolis 41,550

Worcester 41,105

Lowell 40,928

Memphis 40,220

Cambridj^e 39,634

Hartford 37,180

Scranton 35,093

Reading 33,932

Columbus 33,745

Paterson 33,582

Dayton 32,579

Kansas City - 32,260'

Mobile •''-.1^4

Portland 31,414

Wilmington 30,841
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Lawrence 28,921

Tltica 28,804

Toledo 28,546

Charlestown 28,323

Savannah 28,235

Lynn 28,233

Fall River 26,786

•Springfield 26,703

Nashville 25,872

Peoria 25,787

Covington 24,505

Salem •24,117-

<3uincy 24,053

Manchester 23,536

Harrisburg 23,109

Trenton 22,874

Evansville 22,830

New Bedford 21,320

Oswego 20,910

Elizabeth 20,838

Lancaster 20,233

Poughkeepsie 20,080

Camden _ 20,045

Davenport 20,042

St. Paul 20,031

Those cities are seventy in number ; and this bill makes
every one of them a military post whenever a United States

<iepaty marshal desires the presence of troops at one of
their elections. There are five such cities in the State of

Ohio, of which the gentleman who has charge of this bill

{Mr. Bingham] is one of the representatives. At Cincin-

nati, Dayton, Columbus, Cleveland, and Toledo troops can,

at the high and sublime command of a deputy marshal, be
brought across the waters of the Ohio river from Newport
barracks to surround the polls. When will the people
awake to their danger ? How much longer will the delu-
sive cry of " All is well " lull them into a false security ?

Must they behold the gleaming bayonets at their throats
on the day of election before they believe in the open and
shameless advances of tyranny ? Must they see the cannon
trained upon the ballot-box before they will rush to its

rescue ? Must shot and shell lie piled up at the voting
precincts before the voter will recognize an assault upon his



ENFORCEMENT OF THE FIFTEENTH AMENDMENT. 335

freedom as an elector ? .All these things are provided for

in this bill. The regulation small-arms, the cartridge, the

bayonet, the cannon, the shot, the shell, and the lighted

brand are all in this pregnant engine of destruction and
ruin. And all these dread implements of horror are in the

hands and under the control, not of trained and tried men,
high in the confidence of the nation, but most likely of

vagabonds who earn a precarious livelihood in the lowest

regions of partisan strife.

Gentlemen, make no mistakes. In my judgment and in

my fond hopes the time is fast coming when the people will

rise up and cry out in behalf of the old landmarks of lib-

erty, of justice, and of right.

Xot merely, however, are these seventy cities to be mil-

itary posts, but I heartily concur in the construction given

by the able gentleman from Wisconsin [Mr. Eldridge] that

the term " town," as used in this bill, implies not merely

an incorporated city, but will include townships as well.

In Xew England the townships are always called " towns,"

and the gentleman from Wisconsin tells me that such is

the case also in his State. Even if this construction is not

placed on the word now, it will be hereafter whenever party

exigencies require it, to uphold your waning fortunes.

Then all the land will be dotted over and filled with armed

stations. The township house will be the rendezvous for

troops on election day. They will pitch their tents wher-

ever the polls are opened. Their banners will be spread

wherever tickets are distributed to the quiet rural popula-

tions. And all the time a deputy United States marshal

will conduct their evolutions and order their charge upon

American citizens.

The lessons of history upon this great subject are full of

deep and painful instruction. I look at questions in their

general import. By degrees, in all the ages of the past,

tyranny has encroached upon popular right. The citadel

of liberty was never taken by sudden assault without

previous mining, battering, and treachery. The approaches

have been made by numerous measures of a kindred tend-

ency. The progress to the stronghold has been step
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by step. Good men, too, have often been the instruments

of these encroachments. Plausible arguments have like-

TFise been made for them. The gentleman from Ohio [Mr.

Bingham], no doubt, will rise here and tell us that all the

abominable features of this measure are wise and good.

So, too, the adherents of Csesar said at Rome, when he was

controlling the elections prior to crossing the Rubicon and

usurping imperial power. In speaking of Csesar, Mon-
tesquieu says :

" He raised troubles in the city by his emissaries ; he

made himself master of all elections ; and consuls, prsetors,.

and tribunes purchased their promotions at their own
price."

Csesar made himself master of all the elections. This

bill confers a like power on the executive of the United

States. And yet its supporters will commend it in the

name of the public good. The blackest crime ever seeks

the brightest livery of virtue to cloak its infamy. "When

Satan himself came from the burning pit below, when he

lurked around the courts of Eden, and finally, scaling the

bright ramparts, sat down to seduce Eve in those green and
ambrosial bowers, he led her to her fall and all of us to our

ruin by disguising the hideous lineaments of evil in the

skillful guise of good. So the advocates of this bill will

tell you it is all for the best. I tell you it is all for the

worst. And feeble though my voice maybe, small though

my influence may be, yet, in the straightforward perform-

ance of a constitutional duty, with all my strength, I warn
my countrymen against a measure fraught with disaster

and overthrow to the institutions for which their fathers

fought and bled on a hundred fields of battle.

Some justification might be found for legislation of this

kind at one time in the South—none to my mind ; some to

yours. But how any sane man can justify the invasion of

every town, of every township, of every city, of every vil-

lage, of every hamlet in all the States of this broad land,

north and south, east and west, from one ocean to the

other, by federal power, for the purpose of striking at the

freedom of the ballot-box, is a mystery which I can not
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«olve. I can conceive but cue intelligent motive, and that

is the suppression of free elections and the substitution of

arbitrary despotism. This bill overruns the land with

armed troops ; it sends into every section of the country

informers, pimps, and spies, clothed with federal authority.

In the act of which this is amendatory, there is a section

providing severe pains and penalties for anybody who shall

intimidate a voter. Sometimes, in the days gone by, men
have had disputes at the polls, and they have settled them
at the nearest magistrate's office. Sometimes, when men
have labored under excitement on such occasions, and

angry words or threats have been used, or blows even

struck, the difficulty has been adjusted in the neighbor-

liood court. But now, in these stranger days, comes this

mighty engine of federal usurpation, and says that the man
who is intimidated or threatened, or thinks he is, at the

polls, shall have his right of private action for a penalty

-of §500, to be recovered in an action on the case. If you
should ask a mercenary disciple of this modern legislation

how much he was intimidated on election day, he would

-doubtless answer, " §500 worth, and I am going to sue for

it in the circuit court of the United States."

The Speaker : The gentleman's time has expired.

Mr. Bingham : I now take the floor, and will willingly

jield ten minutes of my time to the gentleman from Indi-

ana, which is all I believe he desires.

Mr. Voorhees : I am obliged to the gentleman for his

courtesy. I have had only fifteen minutes ; time enough

to enter into but a very partial discussion of this bill, nor

do I deem it necessary now that I should do more. All I

•desire is to impress its general purposes on the minds of

members, and if I should fail in doing that, thanks to the

jjower of steam, thanks to electricity, thanks to the Globe,

thanks above all to the general press of the land, men's

words go forth from heedless ears sometimes in this hall

to find a warm response among the liberty loving people.

That has been my experience. In standing here for the

j-ights of the people under the constitution, the people have
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always sustained me. I have not faltered in my devotion;

to them, and their faith in me has been unshaken.

In what age, where in all past history, through all the space

of time, shall we look for a proceeding like this ? Here is an

army of civil as well as military officials, who are to settle

down tipon the land, covering it all over as thick as the lo-

custs, and as mean, perhaps, as the lice of Egypt. They are-

authorized to arrest without warrant and imprison without

process. I may be their victim ; so may you. We are all at

the mercy of this more than imperial decree. It levels every

right, secured by centuries of wisdom and valor, into the

dust. One of the empowering terms in this bill is " to'

supervise." It is an excellent term for the purpose in

view. These officials are to supervise the conduct of the-

citizens at the polls. Will this be endured ? How long can

this last ? You entered on this despotic policy for the pur-

pose of controlling the elections in the desolated South. You
did it to uphold colored suffrage. You thought it was apart

of your mission. You have pursued it until you now
dare to assail the great States of ISTew York, Ohio, Indiana,.

Pennsylvania, Illinois, and Missouri, and all the rest. Sir,.

I pledge the remnant of my life to this contest. We will

dispute every inch of ground henceforth to the end. We
will join issue with you on this attempt to subvert the lib-

erty of the people. We will appeal to the people, whom
you are afraid to trust, and whose rights and honor you
menace and trample under foot.

Why should you do this thing ? You disgust the peo-

ple. You show that you distrust them. The people in

turn will distrust you. They are the fountain of power.
They are omnipotent. And you, the stream, can never rise

higher than the fountain. I will not say that the present

executive has evil intentions against the liberties of his

country. It does not become any one to utter such a charge
without strong and clear proof, and then with care and
prudence. But the grim, silent, taciturn man of action,

whose opinions are never uttered in advance, and whose-
purposes are enveloped in constant mystery, is to be watched
and dreaded when at the head of a nation and supported hy
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a party reckless of constitutional restraints. I do not dis-

parage the military capacity and the military executive abil-

ity of the pivsent chief magistrate of this nation. No man
could have aehieved the results which are recorded in his

history without military talents of a high order. Concen-

tration of purpose, force and tenacity of will, a steady and
even vindictive courage, together with a woodsman's intui-

tive knowledge of the face of a country for military opera-

tions, have combined to give him a permanent place among^

the great commanders of the world.

In his civil knowledge, however—his capacity for civil

affairs—I have no faith. And a combination of military

power and civil inferiority has in all ages produced the

most dangerous enemies that ever menaced the liberties of

the people. Such a man relies upon the qualities of which

he is conscious. He esteems the faculties with which he is

endowed, and despises those of which nature has bereft

him. He can command troops ; and therefore he wants to

command them. He loves power; and the control of an

army at the ballot-box is a certain means of obtaining and

retaining power. He is conscious of no other means of se-

curing popular support. He is unlearned in the laws of his

country, knows nothing of the reasons which dictated its

institutions in the minds of its founders, has never read its

constitution, and openly sneers at men who have the gifts

of knowledge and of speech with which to explain and en-

force the great doctrines of free government. Is such a

character a stranger to the minds of members? Do you

not recognize and dread him ?

Again, behold the fallen Emperor of France—fallen now,

like Lucifer, the bright son of the morning, to hope no

more. What manner of man was he twenty years ago,

and how did he attain those giddy heights from which a

righteous retribution, the avenging hand of God, has hurled

him to the ground ? Without military capacity, he was

supposed to possess it, and able generals surrounded him

and clung to his fortunes. History pictures him to my

mind in striking semblance to the present American chief

magistrate. His exterior was chilling and repellant. He
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had unscrupulous favorites who would stop at nothing in

his behalf, and on whom he lavished unmerited honors and

wealth. He was regardless of human life and human mis-

ery. His designs were hidden. His purposes were mys-

terious and unknown. He climbed to power by breaking

all the pledges by which he got his first foothold iti the

French assembly. And when the hour came, it was by

virtue of just such preparations as are made in this bill

that he found the way plain, the obstacles all removed, the

ladder set up on which to ascend to the topmost round, till

he reached the throne over the prostrate liberties of France

and the bleeding and mangled forms of his countrymen.

Shall this dark and startling page of history be all lost

upon us ?

Sir, when Cromwell designed the overthrow of the lib-

erty of his country, what did he do? I will let Hume the

historian speak. Hear him

:

" Cromwell began to hope that, by his administration

attended with so much luster and success abroad, so much
order and tranquillity at home, he had noAV acquired such

authority as would enable him to meet the representatives

of the nation, and would assure him of their dutiful com-

pliance with his government. He summoned a parliament;

but not trusting altogether to the good-will of the people,

he used every art which his new model of representation

allowed him to employ, in order to influence the elections

and fill the house with his own creatures. Ireland, being

entirely in the hands of the army, chose few but such

-officers as were most acceptable to him. Scotland showed

a like compliance; and as the nobility and gentry of that

kingdom regarded their attendance on English parliaments

.as an ignominious badge of slavery, it was on that account

more easy for the officers to prevail in the elections. Not-

withstanding all these precautions, the protector still found

that the majority would not be favorable to him. He set

guards, therefore, on the door, who permitted none to enter

but such as produced a warrant from the council; and the

council rejected about a hundred, who either refused a rec-

ognition of the protector's government, or were on other



ENFORCEMENT OF THE FIFTEENTH AMENDMENT. 341

accounts obnoxious to him. These protested against so-

egregious a violence, subversive of all liberty ; but every

application for redress was neglected, both by the council

and the parliament.

" The majority of the parliament, by means of these arts

and violences, was now at least either friendly to the pro-

tector, or resolved, by their compliance, to adjust, if possi-

ble, this military government to their laws and liberties."

And we, too, have our Ireland. There she lies, across

and beyond the Potomac ; and the work is done on her as

it was done in the days of Cromwell. The Ireland of

America is entirely in the hands of the army, as was the

Ireland of Europe more than two hundred and fifty years^

ago. She sends up mostly obedient representatives now as

she did then. In Scotland the potent chiefs of tribes dis-

dained to hold power under the Roundhead government,

and there was left to the protector the easy task of bring-

ing in such Scottish members of parliament as he desired.

But when he came, sir, to England—which, with all our

hate, is still our great mother, the mother of our language,

of our literature, and of our laws, and of that dauntless

blood which has filled all the four quarters of the earth

with its prowess and glory—when he came to England, he

failed, and the people, true to themselves, returned mem-

bers that were true to liberty. Defeated at the polls, he

placed guards at the doors of parliament. They required

from parties who sought to enter, passes signed by the

council. Why should not that be the next step here ? If

elections can not be controlled at the ballot-box ; if this

frightful bill should fall short of its purpose, why not sta-

tion guards at the doors of this hall, and allow no obnox-

ious member to enter ? They might as well be stationed

here and at the doors of the Senate as at my neighbor's

ballot-box at home, in the West. They might as well

control us as to control our brethren who toil on the land

and on the seas to uphold the government. We are not

better than our constituents. Our rights are not more pre-

cious to us than theirs to them. Our aged fathers, our

brothers, our kindred, and our loving friends, scattered all
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over the plains, the valleys, and the niountaius of this fruit-

ful land, have a stake in this measure as vital as yours and

mine. If the people are to be surrounded, guarded, and

•controlled while they deposit their ballots, then let the

lictors advance here also, and bind the people's representa-

tives, and compel them to register the edicts of a master.

The work will then be complete in which you are now en-

gaged. Your task will be finished, your mission ended.

The nightfall of liberty will be here. The curtain of dark-

ness will descend on the jjrostrate and humiliated Eepublic,

and then another curtain will rise on the haughty, insolent,

and erect crest of the empire.

Mr. Speaker, I conclude by expressing my obligations to

the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Bingham] for his courtesy

in yielding me time to thus antagonize a bill which owes
its parentage to himself.
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DEFENSE OF HARRY CRAWFORD BLACK.

[An argument delivered at Frederick City, Marj-land, April 21, 1871, upon
the trial of Harry Crawford Black, indicted for the murder of Col. W,
W. lIcKaig, Jr.]

Gentlemen of the Jury :—We have now reached that

point where it becomes my duty to address you. In doing

so, I have but one thought and but one purpose. I believe,

with fixed and solemn convictions, in the innocence of the

young prisoner who is here by my side, and I shall try,

while I stand before you, to make manifest the grounds of

my belief, and to the utmost extent of my humble powers,

to obtain for them the consent of your minds.

Allusion has been made to my position as counsel here.

It is true that I live in a distant State, but I can not feel

that I am a stranger to you. We are allied to each other

by many ties. We are husbands, fathers, and brothers.

We have wives, sisters, and daughters. These vital and

precious domestic relations form all mankind into a uni-

versal holy alliance. By them you and I are acquainted.

We understand each other by their promptings'. Let us

come close to each other in this discussion. I can have no

purposes that ought not to be yours. As a citizen of this

great country, desirous of the welfare of the people, desi-

rous of the supremacy of the laws, I can not invoke any re-

sults that you ought not also to desire. We are all wedded

to the public good. We do not want to destroy the peace

and good order of human society. None of ub are inter-

ested in such a baleful issue. Good or evil to you and

yours is the same to me and mine. A blow at your peace

and homes is a blow at all the homes in the land, and an

assault upon the humblest family circle puts in peril every-

thing that we all hold dear. We meet, therefore, upon a
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common level, and in a plain and simple manner I expect-

to speak to you in this spirit.

There is one consolation that I have in rising to addresa

you that presents itself to my mind at once. I have stood

before juries quite often, but never before, in the whole

range of my experience, have I known a man arraigned

for murder who produced such a record of character as has-

been produced here. All the powerful presumptions of a

virtuous and well-spent life arise at the very opening of

your deliberations in favor of the defendant. By the light

of the proof let us see who it is that we are trying. You
have your fingers on his pulse. You are measuring his-

life, and the manner of that life is all before you. He is

young—^but twenty-four years of age. How much of use-

fulness and manly life he has crowded into that brief space !-

If one of your sons at that age was arraigned for a high

crime, how proud you would justly feel if you could call,,

as has been done in this case, from every quarter and from

every class everybody who had ever met him, everybody

who had ever done business with him, and receive from

them all one unbroken strain of commendation and eulogy I

The aged and gray who have known Harry Crawford Black

from his infancy, have here, in your presence, praised his-

pure and blameless life. His young comrades have spoken

of him as an example far beyond his years. His fellow-

prisoners during the war describe him as a model amidst

the hard and demoralizing scenes of prison life. The dusty

miners from Piedmont, as well as members and senators in

Congress, come here to bear their voluntary and aflectionate

testimony in his favor. He does not pass this ordeal alone

;

he has the sweet reward of virtue in the presence and con-

solation of those whom his good conduct has attached to

his fortunes ; and the voice of reason, as well as law, pro-

claims that such a man is not a criminal. He is not familiar

with the walks of vice, where criminals are made. His
hand and his heart are free from the guile and the practice

of crime, and yet the learned gentlemen for the prosecu-

tion insist that he stands now at the foot of the scaffold,

soon to ascend its desperate heights for the commission of
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a crime without a parallel in the eye of the law. Pure, iu-

noccut, and virtuous up to this time ! Do men of that

kind, without just provocation, enact deeds of bloodshed?

If they commit what seem to be violations of law, are they

not always upon the most dreadful and imperative causes ?

It is this presumption which gives to character its price-

loss value when the motives and conduct of a human being^

are under investigation. But such a reputation as the de-

fendant hero produces is usually the growth of a long life-

time, and is seldom the accompaniment of early youth.

Kecall in your njinds at this moment the friends and neigh-

bors by whom you are surrounded at home. The best and
most reliable are those of longest standing. Some you
have known for more than a quarter of a century. You
have seen their heads whiten as the winters and summers
have come and gone. Their characters are good and solid.

Little by little, day by day, week by week, month by
month, they have built them up as firmly as your beautiful

mountains ; but it has been the labor of long years. How
much more should your hearts lean to a mere boy, who has

not had much time, and yet comes into court with a char-

acter that the old men of the country might be proud to

produce. He has had but few years, but in them he has

been so prone to virtue, so free from vice, so fi'ee from evil

associations that he has not a spot or stain or blemish.

Show me another boy in- these bright valleys who went

from home at seventeen years of age, had an army experi-

ence—always terrible—tasted the horrors ofthe prison-house,

came out untainted in soul and body, went to the far "West

into the employ as chief clerk of a heavy mercantile house,

returns with their warmest testimonials, becomes at twenty-

two the superintendent of one of the foremost mining com-

panies of the AUeghanies, winning at all times and places

and circumstances golden opinions, and nothing but golden

opinions, from all sorts of people ; show me, I say, another

boy like this beside me within the range of your acquaint-

ance who has borne or can bear the mighty tests to which

the prisoner has been subjected, and you will find him the

cherished object of universal regard, beloved by the fathers
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and welcomed by the mothers into every domestic circle as

;a model for their sous and an associate for their daughters.

Can the mark of Cain rest upon the brow of such a one ?

Can the ineffaceable brand of bloody guilt be there ? Such

an assertion is a perversion of all the laws of human na-

ture. The tree shall be known by its fruits ; the thorn and

the thistle do not bear delicious figs, and a life of inno-

cence and peace does not bloom and ripen of a sudden into

a harvest of atrocious crime.

If we were defending, indeed, a criminal, one whose char-

acter we did not dare put in issue, with blotches and stains

upon him, how different would be our feelings and our po-

sitions. But now we come with all our hearts clinging

closely to the defendant in his peril, believing, earnestly

believing in him and in his innocence from the very depths

of our souls ; and we have no fear. The weight of a good

name is recognized in the books of law, but over and above

all it is recognized in your own hearts. When the Hebrew

children were cast into the furnace, with its sevenfold heat,

there appeared to the astonished gaze of the Babylonish

king another form, of celestial aspect, walking with them

in the midst of the flames, and comforting them under

their fiery afaictions. So is Crawfoi'd Black's good name
this moment hovering near him, like a beneficent angel, to

guard, to bless, and to protect ; and, when he merges from

this trial, his raiment will not be scorched nor have the

smell of fire.

Gentlemen, mention has been made of the change of

venue in this case. I have something also to say on that

subject. The McKaigs are a powerful, able, intellectual,

and wealthy family. That family, with its numerous con-

nections, represent, I am told, more wealth than any other

five families in Alleghany county. The prisoner has no

means of his own, and no kindred nearer than cousins who
have. He is p)Oor, and so is his father, and, except through

distant kindred, he has not a dollar to aid him
;
yet he was

so strong in the community where the deed was done, and
his defense sprang up so powerfully in the hearts of all, that

the infiuence of the McKaigs melted like a mountain mist
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before the oponiui;- dawn. They daivtl not meet this strip-

ling youth at their own homes. Thcj- flocl from their na-

tive heaths. There these two young men were born ; there

they were raised ; there one was slain, and the other awaited

his triaL Upon the side of one is numerous kindred, strong,

accomplished, intellectual, and full of life and power. On
the other is merely a good cause and a good name ; nothing

more. And yet what a scene I witnessed in January last

in the county of Alleghany ! I never beheld the like be-

fore, and hope never to again. I saw an American State

seeking to convict a man of crime, though afraid to put

him upon his trial where the alleged crime was committed.

It was his right there to be tried. My associate counsel

has read to you the constitution of Maryland, with its bill

of rights. It is there declared that one of the principal

rights of the citizen is to be tried where the facts arise.

"When our forefathers alleged the causes on which they

fought King George seven bloody years, they laid down as

a marked grievance that he transported American citizens

beyond the seas to be tried for offenses committed here.

It was one of the prominent causes for which our fathers

bled, for which Smallwood's Maryland regiment charged

on the battle-fields of the Eevolution. They fought for

the right of trial where the offense was committed; the

right to be tried by their peers and neighbors ; the right to

be tried where witnesses are known. The counsel for the

prosecution in this case seek to invalidate the testimony for

the defense. How dare they assail men in this community

•whom they were unwiUing to confront in Cumberland,

where they are fully known ? Gentlemen, they ask you to

do what an Alleghany county jury would not do. They

come away from that county and ask you to do a deed of

horror that no jury there would commit. How stands this

case? The State of Maryland eays : "Alleghany county

acquits the prisoner, but we ask Frederick county to convict

him." He has already one verdict of not guilty in his

favor. The State said Alleghany county would not coHvict

him ; thereupon a change of venue was taken. It amounts

to one verdict of not guilty. It is a confession on the part
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of the prosecution that the county where he was born^

where he was raised, and where McKaig was born, where-

he was raised, and where he fell, will not convict the de-

fendant.

The attorney-general spoke of the scenes of Colonel

McKaig's funeral in Cumberland; that the stores were-

closed, and mourners went about the streets as if a great

public calamity had befallen the city. If this dramatic

picture is true, if there was a deep sense of wrong and

outrage in the breasts of the people against Black, why is-

he here for trial '! If stores were closed, if there was burn-

ing indignation, if there was grief over the loss of an un-

oflending citizen, why are we not all in Cumberland, rather

than in Frederick ? What did this prosecution flee from ?

"Why did it flee at all ? It fled, hoping to hide from a jury

the true causes of this disaster. The public mind was too-

full of knowledge where all the facts were known. The-

very air was full of the wrongs inflicted by the deceased

upon the defendant and his family. It was too well known
by the entire people that there was one desolate home, one

ruined daughter, one frantic father, one broken-hearted'

mother, and one outraged, insulted, and menaced brother

and son in their midst. The witnesses by whom we have
proven McKaig's assault upon Black on that fatal morning-

were also too well known in that community to suit th&

purposes of the prosecution. This prosecution fled from
another fact. A jury in Cumberland could inspect the

premises and examine the ground where the collision took
place. They could see the exact position these parties bore

toward each other; they could determine where McKaig
came from, where he was, how he crossed the street, whether
there was a natural crossing there, and that Black did not

seek him by crossing the street, but that McKaig sought

him. All that could be seen by the jury there, and all that

we lose by being brought here. This course upon the

part of the prosecution is virtually a nolle prosequi. It

amounts to a dismissal, so far as the county of Alleghany,

where the trial properly belongs, is concerned. In my
judgment, this law that allows the State to drag a prisoner
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€rom liis home for trial, to transport liim from the location

•of his conduct, is uneonstitutiontil, is not in accordance

with the constitution of the United States, nor the consti-

tution of Maryland. I believe, whenever this question is

raised, and the law tested, it will he so decided.

But we come now to a close and patient examination of

the facts in detail of this sad and dreadful tragedy. I will

ask you to start with me on Saturday evening at Piedmont,

next preceding the fatal Monday morning. Thei'e, to my
mind, the curtain first rises bringing the prisoner into

•mental cognizance of the deceased on the subject which has

wrought such wide-spread ruin. Black and his friend Hen-
shaw were together. Henshaw, not liking to intrude upon

such a subject, yet ventured to ask whether the father of

the prisoner had yet been indicted. The answer was that

lie had not. " I thought he would have been," said Hen-

shaw. " TVTay so ?" inquired the prisoner. " Because,"

said Henshaw, "of what occurred on the fair ground."

^'Well," says the prisoner, "what did occur at the fair

ground ? I have never been able to get the truth of that.

Father was not in a condition to remember, and mother

will not talk to me about it." Henshaw then informed him

that the deceased, Colonel "W". "W". McKaig, had publicly

denounced the sister of the prisoner as a strumpet on that

occasion. These were the burning, awful words for a

brother's ear to hear and heart to feel. They wrung from

his pale lipjs one brief exclamation of agony ; he changed

-color rapidly, and his breast heaved with strong excitement.

He grew silent, and with an ashen face invited no further

conversation, and Henshaw attempted no more. He dis-

appears from our view for that night. His tortures are

not for us to fathom. In hours of darkness and deepest

woe the heart has no confident this side of Omniscience.

How that wretched night was spent there is no proof to

show, for it passed in solitary despair. The next day

dawns on him in Cumberland, now intent on solving the

painful mystery connected with his sister. We find him

immediately in conversation with Mr. Lowndes, a relative

by marriage, and a gentleman of the highest character,
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and a member of the legal profession. Was lie not a most

proper person of whom to make inquiry, and with whom
to advise? Mr. Lowndes not only confirms the statement

of Henshaw in regard to the language used at the fair

ground, but also informs the prisoner that Colonel McKaig'

is the seducer of his sister. This is his first information

as to the author of his sister's shame and ruin. It is true

that he suspected she was in trouble—she was absent from

home—but who was to tell this young and hopeful spirit

that the idol of his childhood was worse than dead to him?'

His parents were silent on the dreadful theme in his pres-

ence. You heard the stricken and sobbing mother on the'

witness-stand; With tearful eyes and voice she told you
that the wrongs of the sister were never mentioned to her
brother; that it was a forbidden subject in the little circle

of home upon the occasions of the prisoner's brief visits

from the mines in the mountains. It was kept, as far as

possible, a sealed book to him ; nor is this any new phase

in domestic life, or in family histories. How often do we
read of one portrait with its face to the wall and its name
never mentioned ? It is, perhaps, the image of one who,
though deeply loved, has planted sorrow and shame in the

hearts of the household. The name is to be spoken no-

more forever. We can speak with a saddened pleasure of

the dead who sleep in purity and honor. The memory of

their virtues fills our hearts with love and peace, and we-

train white roses to bloom on their graves. But for one
on whom a blight has fallen, beside which the touch of

death is merciful, we invoke a deeper silence than the tomb.
There is a gallery in A^enice where the faces of the Doges
of ancient days adorn the walls, but the eye suddenly rests

upon one vacant panel—no portrait is there. He who
should have filled it is blotted from the walls of memory.
He fell in an hour of temptation from his high estate, and
an oblivion was extended to him by his own and succeed-

ing ages. And so, when the poor, deluded girl in this case

fell into the snares of the spoiler, and the knowledge of
her wayward steps came partially to her suffering parents,

they strove to draw an impenetrable curtain around the
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horrible event ; and most of all did tlioy wish to conceal

the hnmiliating and harrowing truth from thoir son, their

only remaining child—their staff and hope in the gloomy
and desolate futnre. His life was dawning with aus^iicions

omens; he was rising rapidly in business; his prospects

were brilliant, and well might the father and mother be

reluctant to mar them with a grief that always ranges in

uoble natures close upon the coniines of madness. They
were journeying toward the sunset of life, and wished to

.bear their burden alone. They sought to spare the prisoner

in the bright morning of his existence this bitter cup of

which they drank in solitude, and whose wretched dregs

they are now draining in public. It was the sublime

struggle of deep parental affection and fortitude under the

darkest calamity that ever blasts the peace of a home.

Their conduct was true to the loftiest instincts that ever

adorned the annals of human nature. And so it was that

the prisoner, on Sunday, for the first time, and from the

lips of Mr. Lowndes, learned of the awful abyss into which

his sister had fallen ; who had led her trusting footstep to

the brink, and hurled her into its frightful and remorseless

depths. The letter in evidence was at the same time sliown

him, and he was reliably assured that it was written to his

sister by the deceased. It conclusively proves criminal in-

tercourse. The writer speaks with an easy and familiar

sense of power over his victim. She was plainly the sub-

ordinate of his wishes. All this penetrated the heart and

brain of the prisoner at a glance. The facts were accumu-

lating upon him with startling rapidity. The night before

he had learned of the defilement of his sister's name on the

public fair grounds; on this day he was informed that the

very man who had hawked her name as a harlot in the

midst of gaping and wondering multitudes was himself

the author of the ruin and dishonor which had befallen

her, and which he thus proclaimed. The written proof

was placed in his hands. He went next with Mr. Lowndes

to his mother. If he hoped for comfort there, for once, at

least, he did not find it; nitljcr he found the revolting cli-

max of his misery, shame, and horror. It was disclosed
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to him that a child, four months old, was then in his sister's

arms, at her distant place of retreat, as the result of the

treacherous embraces of the deceased. Oh, gentlemen, no

tongue can paint the force of this last blow upon a heart

already bruised, swollen, and bleeding! The pride of the

prisoner's young life—his pride in an honored and unsullied

name, in the ties of home and kindred, in the friends he

had won, in the career opening before him, was overthrown

and trampled in the dust by the haughty and insolent tread

of his sister's seducer. At the prisoner's time of life, and

with such a nature and reputation as his, how sensitive is

the human mind to dishonor! And the fame and good

name of mother and sister are then more precious than

all this world contains and than life itself. In after years,

wife and children may divide the bounties of love, but

to the pure and upright son and brother who has not yet

left the hearthstone of his childhood, the mother that bore

him, and the sister who has grown up by his side, are the

tender and cherished objects of all his earthly devotion.

It was so with Crawford Black. He felt in a moment all

the agony of a whole life suddenly wrecked and covered

with disaster. Everything crumbled to pieces in an instant.

Hope died, and despair took its place in his breast; his

bright dreams of the future disappeared, and a wall of

darkness rose up around him. The sky, so clear before,

grew black over his head ; he felt, too, that all the world

knew the story which was consuming his heart with bitter-

ness and grief. It had been proclaimed by him who best

knew its fearful truth. The finger of scorn is a more
dreadful instrument of torture than the cruel ingenuity of

man ever devised, and the prisoner now knew, for the first

time, that it was upon him; that he was pointed at as one

on whom the brand of a sister's degradation had been

placed by the successful arts of triumphant villainy. In

this mood of mind he witnessed the close of that eventful

Sabbath day. To others it had been a day of rest ; not so

to him. To others it had been a day of grace and of

blessings ; to him it was full of curses and of evil—the

darkest day in all the calendar of time. And when night
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came with its healing influences for the weary and sore-

hearted, it brought no oblivious antidotes to pain for this

unfortunate prisoner. "Who shall tell of the scorpion stings

and lashes of that miserable and sleepless night? You
have caught glimpses hero and there from the mothei''s

testimony of the dismal hours as they slowly passed away.

They were laden with the baleful ingredients which kindle

a frenzy in the soul and a madness in the brain. Gentle-

men, have you ever passed through the deep floods of sor-

row? Have you ever walked the floor through the silent

watches of the night, praying for the day to dawn, and

feeling that the wings of time were loaded with lead?

Have grief and woe ever affrighted sleep from your eye-

lids and rest from your hearts ? But yours, perhaps, has

been the sorrow which comes of death and ordinary be-

reavement. Here was the blister of shame burning like a
hot iron on the prisoner's brow, and a sense of disgrace,

like a corroding, cankering poison, inflaming his braio

with a fever which no medicinal drug can allay or cool.

The art of the healer stops at the threshold of the diseased

mind, and sinks down baffled and helpless in the presence

of the delirium of woe. Toward day, when all the world

was dark and lost to him, when the precious providences

of God themselves seemed blotted out like stars in the

midst of clouds and storm, he turned his weary steps

toward that love which never falters or grows dim, which

triumphs over dishonor and death, and shines brightest

amidst the wailings of broken hearts and the ghastly ruins

of domestic peace and joy. He threw himself by his moth-

er's side to comfort and be comforted in their mutual mis-

erj'. He laid his bright and manly head where he had

slept the placid sleep of infancy. There, sobbing and op-

pressed, he sought a shelter. The pitiless and merciless

storm was pelting him, and "other refuge had he none."

Mother and son wept together over the erring and the lost.

There is often a mercy in tears, but not in such as are shed

over a loved one ruined in soul and body. Then the un-

sealed fountains are scalding and bitter as the waters of

Marah. While the parent and child thus lament together^
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we will turn from this scene of holy pathos and tenderness,

and consider an important question which here arises in

the order of my argument.

You have been asked, with earnest emphasis, by the

counsel for the prosecution, why the prisoner was so

crushed and appalled with grief and frenzy against the

deceased. You are reminded that we were not allowed by

the court to prove the direct fact of the sister's seduction

by McKaig. You will remember our urgent ofler to do so,

and the determined opposition to such proof on the part

of the learned gentleman for the State. The court held

in your hearing that the information which the prisoner

received on that subject was competent evidence, but that

the fact itself of the seduction was not an issue before you.

Was he informed upon competent authority ? Had he a

right, as a reasonable and prudent man, to believe that

Colonel McKaig had seduced Myra Black, and that she

had borne a child as the result of their sinful intercourse ?

Did the facts, as communicated to him, justify such a be-

lief, and did he entertain it with the deep convictions of

an honest sincerity ? If so, then his sister's ruin by the

deceased became a proven, fixed, and absolute reality in

his mind, as much so as if, his eyes had beheld or his ears

heard the secret deeds of shame over which the deep spell

of silence reigns forever. If he believed, then his mind
was^ wrought upon by the power of a sincere faith. His

emotions and his conduct were under its omnipotent influ-

ence ; and in this respect he simply conformed to the great

laws which have governed all the races and tribes of man-
kind since the birthday of human history. You and I be-

lieve in the great and merciful Father in heaven, the creator

of the boundless universe, yet we have not seen Him, nor
hath any man and lived. We believe that the blessed Sa-

vior walked the hills and plains of Judea, and died to

redeem the souls of men, but our eyes did not behold the

majesty of his face, nor our ears drink in the deep and mel-
ancholy music of his voice. We believe because we have
faith in the sources of our information. We have been
told, that is all. The testimony of the ages is ours. Na-
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ture, throughout her illimittihle roiihiis, proclaims a God,

and the Bible, the book of books, reveals Ilim ; while the

existence and the divine mission of the Messiah are estab-

lished by witnesses whose evidence wo read and accept

as true. Upon these sources of faith Christian men and

women found their hopes of immortal happiness. They

make heaven au immediate reality, and uphold the martyr

as he smiles joyfully amidst the blazing faggots at the

stake. Xor is the power of human belief over the actions

of men lessened because it may be founded in error. The

untamed Indian has his faith as we have ours. He has

not seen the Manito ; but his trust in the happy hunting-

grounds, the sparkling rivers, and the fadeless verdure of

an eternal world, is as unfaltering as the bravest disciples

that ever died for the cause of the Cross. He sings his

death-song under slow tortures, recounts his earthly deeds

of merit, and anticipates his blissful rewards hereafter with

all the calmness and confidence of a Christian philosopher.

The eastern Mussulman worships with sincere devotion at

the shrine of Mahomet, and, giving full credit to the testi-

mony of his fathers, follows the Crescent, and rejoices in

the prospect of a sensual paradise at the end of life. The

Chinaman, the countryman of Confucius, has a faith in his

system equally firm and unrelenting. The history of the

whole human race forces us to exclaim, "How little is

known and how much is believed
!

" The world of faith

is wide, the world of knowledge is narrow. What we

think we. know best depends mainly upon the credibil-

ity of those who have narrated to us the facts. How few '

of you have crossed the mountains and beheld the valley

of the Mississippi! Yet you know that there it lies,

stretching from the regions of perpetual snow to the

land of unending summer, an empire of present and future

wealth and populations. What one of this jury has ever

beheld the great father of waters as he rolls onward to the

Gulf of Mexico ? Yet you all know that the ceaseless and

resistless current is forever there. You have listened to the

tales of travelers
;
you have read their letters and their

books, and you are convinced as fully as you could be
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through the medium of your own senses. I only ask for

the prisoner that these universal rules of faith be extended

to him in this dark hour of his peril. I do not ask you
to shield him if his belief was irrational and unnatural

—

if he accepted information from unworthy and unreliable-

persons. Put yourselves in his place ; could he doubt the

truth and candor of his faithful and tried friend, Henshaw ?

Could he distrust his kinsman and adviser, Lowndes ? But,
above all, were not the words of his idolized mother sacred

and holy with him ? E'o better, surer foundations of hu-

man belief ever challenged the consent of the human mind-
Crawford Black as much knew, by the time the sun set on
Sunday evening, that McKaig had destroyed his sister as-

it is given to mortals to know the affairs of this life. 'No
doubt or misgiving for a moment mitigated his anguish.

The awful fact stared him in the face with painful and mad-
dening intensity. It confronted him incessantly. It would
not down at his bidding. It taunted and mocked him in
his sleepless desolation and despair. It tempted his im-
agination with the appalling details of the victim's sur-

render and debasement, and the destroyer's triumph and
insolence. And if he arose and acted upon this fact and
slew the man who put out the light and joy of an inno-

cent and unoffending household, would his conduct have
been without precedent, novel and strange in the history

of mankind? There is a very old case and of very high
authority on this point. It is the earliest on record. The
daughter of Jacob was seduced by a prince of one of the
neighboring tribes. Her brothers, Simeon and Levi, were
in the fields at their usual avocations, when they were told
by others what had befallen their sister. They believed
the story of their disgrace, and with their swords, in due
time, they acted upon it to the total destruction, not merely
of the seducer, but of the whole tribe who supported him
in his conduct. And when their father, who was old and
apprehensive of trouble growing out of their terrible ven-
geance, deplored their fierce and sanguinary measures, they
gave that memorable answer which has sprung to the lips
of manly brothers in every age and clime from that hour



DEFENSE OP HARRY CRAWFORD BLACK. 357

to this, " Shall he deal with our sister as a harlot ?" Hu-
man nature is the same to-day as it was then, and Craw-
ford Black simply exclaimed with Simeon and Levi of old.

You would cr}' out in the same indignant words under the

same circumstances. You are now asked to punish this

young brother in Maryland. "Were the brothers in Israel

punished? God ruled immediately and directly in the

house of Jacob. Are you wiser and more just than your
Maker? "Will you sit in judgment upon the Almighty
and condemn His ways? Should you not rather find out

His rulings in a case so similar to the" one you are trying

and then implicitly and humbly adopt them for your guid-

ance? The patriarch and his family, including the de-

fenders of their sister's honor, were led by Jehovah out

from their enemies, up into Bethel, a place of safety.

"And they journeyed : and the terror of God was upon the

cities that were round about them, and they did not pursue

after the sons of Jacob." They were thus protected, not

prosecuted. I may cite other cases hereafter, but with the

approval of God upon the conduct of the prisoner, I know
that I might safely leave this branch of his defense where

it now rests.

Gentlemen of the jury, the light of Monday morning -at

last broke over the hills of Cumberland and brought that

dreadful night to a close. The sun of the morning comes

with life in its beams to all. It illuminates the hovel and

the palace, the home of the heart-broken and the circles

of gayety and pleasure. In all its kindly visitations of

human abodes, however, on that morning, it lit up no

lonelier, sadder, drearier hearthstone than that around

which once shone the pure and innocent face of the be-

loved daughter and sister, to be seen there with the angel

light of virtue no more forever. The prisoner went forth

from that blighted home, and the hour of retributive jus-

tice drew nigh; not by his artifice or device, but by the

spirit of the avenging Nemesis who sooner or later over-

takes the violators of domestic sanctity. His provocation

was already sufficient in the estimation of all the ages of

the past to justify the death of McKaig. While he
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stands, however, on the brow of the hill, and before he de-

scends, weary and heavy laden, into the town, let us exam-

ine still more closely into the relations which the deceased

iind the accused bore to each other. "What were the pur-

poses and feelings which McKaig had deliberately and re-

peatedly evinced toward Black? One of the oldest and

basest principles of human nature was at work in the heart

of the deceased. He had wronged the prisoner beyond the

reach of forgiveness, and he therefore hated him. The
scandal, too, of his conduct had become public, and he

thought to browbeat all complaining voices into silence.

His own domestic peace was doubtless in peril, and it was
necessary to overawe the injured family into abject sub-

mission. Pie had met the insane and frantic father, and

received an assault vaguely mentioned here in the evidence.

No danger or menace, however, threatened, him any longer

in that quarter. The forbearance of the distracted father

was secured by indictment and heavy bonds. There was
but one other who held the honor of the name and the

household in his keeping. It was the brave, generous,

•dauntless being here before you, and it was for him that

McEaig wore his daily belt of loaded fire-arms. Conscience

told the deceased that he had forfeited his life to the pris-

oner. He would have slain the seducer of his own sister

like a dog in the highways, and the guilt in his breast

bade him beware of the brother of his victim. Perhaps
friendly tongues had also warned him of his danger if the

accused ever made a full discovery. Thus steeped in crime

I shall demonstrate from the evidence that he sought a
collision with Black under circumstances of his own choos-

ing, and with the advantages all in favor of himself. He
could not retrace his steps and undo the wrongs he had in-

flicted. He therefore prepared to go forward and wade in

blood to a place of safety—a place of security, as he sup-

posed, against the consequences of his own evil deeds.

He believed the issue would come, and he became restless

and aggressive in order to have it no longer pending.
Why else did he rudely jostle the prisoner in Fergu-
son's saloon? Between friends such an act might pass
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^'ithout significance ; but when men are deadly foes,

when their hostility is open and proclaimed, when
unpardonable wrongs have been given and received,

when their blood is full of wrath, when the insulter

is armed with weapons of death, then the intentional

touch in passing is a threat and a challenge of the deepest

and most sinister import. "What Lawrence Wilson saw has

that meaning and none other. It was McKaig's palpa-

ble purpose to provoke Black into a fight at a time and

place of his own selection, and with his preparations doubt-

less fully made. "Wilson is not contradicted. He located

the place and fixed the time, and mentioned the presence

of others on the occasion. The bar-keeper was especially

identified. If this evidence was untrue, if the deceased

and the prisoner were not there at the time named, if the

circumstances of insolence and assault did not take place

as described, the means were amply furnished by the wit-

ness himself for his detection and contradiction. If it was

a fabrication, it would have been demolished long ere now.

There is power and wealth and the thirst for revenge in

this prosecution, and no great fact like this would be left

standing if it could have been overthrown. It occurred

but two weeks before the fall of the deceased, and throws

a full flood of light upon his movements and motives at the

final and deadly encounter. Its importance in this case

can not be magnified. It is uncontradicted, and therefore

conceded, that when these two young men are first brought

to your view together, the deceased was the hostile aggres-

sor, seeking to degrade or slay the brother as he had worse

than slain the sister. How much longer was Crawford

Black to endure ? How much more of the proud man's

contumely was he to bear? But the hour had not yet

come; he knew not yet the full story of infamy which

afterward filled his soul with horror.

But there is yet stronger and more striking evidence of

McKaig's deadly purposes toward the accused. John Long,

born and reared in Cumberland, well known by all, detailed

a scene upon the witness-stand that will never be forgotten

by those who heard it. It is said that the deceased was a
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brave man. It may be so. I have no doubt he acted with

courage' in battle. Many have done so, surrounded by ad-

miring comrades, inspired by hopes of distinction, who
have faltered in the face of a personal conflict—especially

so when not upheld by the consciousness of right. He
who hath his quarrel just has a contempt for danger which

the heart oppressed with guilt never knows. A troubled

conscience makes many strange and devious steps. Many
actions that are mysterious to the world would be thus ex-

plained if the secrets of all hearts could be laid bare. "When
John Long saw McKaig watching the prisoner at that street

corner with his hand on his pistol, he was but acting in

obedience to the hard necessities of his criminal position.

The consequences of his evil career were developed in his

own character. His own nature was depraved and per-

verted until we see him by the light of this evidence, lying

in wait, meditating what measure of destruction he should

next adopt against this unoflending family. It gives me
no pleasure to speak these words. The truth is painful to

me when it reproaches the dead, but the claims of the liv-

ing here in this court-room can not be denied. What the

immediate intentions of the deceased were while he was
waylaying the prisoner, you and I may not fully determine.

He may not have entirely comprehended them himself.

To my mind he appears on that occasion irresolute, unde-

cided, wavering, and halting between the conflicting pur-

poses of his own disturbed and agitated breast—at one

moment strongly impelled to confront and assault the pris-

oner, and the next hesitating and doubting, until the op-

portunity for decisive action went by. But an effort has

been made to discredit Long. In what way? He is a na-

tive of Cumberland, and there grew up to manhood; and,

though his face wears a darker color than yours or mine,

yet no man dares to say in your presence that be has not

borne as good a character for truth and veracity as the

loftiest and proudest in that community. Although hun-
dreds of citizens of Alleghany county have attended this

protracted trial, and hundreds more could have been ob-

tained in a few hours, yet no impeachment of the reputa-
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tion of this well-known and vitally important witness was
xittempted in the remotest manner. This is equivalent to

the affirmative support of his credibility by the entire com-
munity in which he lives. But, at the last moment, two
zealous co-laborers in this prosecution rushed into court aud
lifted up their hands and voices to contradict John Long

—

Dr. Dougherty and Smith Johnson. Both admit that they
are partisans in feeling against this unfortunate young
man, who has never harmed them by word or deed. They
tell you that, two nights ago, in the dim still hours between
midnight aud day, when the evil and prowling spirits of

the known and the unknown world usually commit their

nocturnal freaks against the peace of mankind, they in-

spected and surveyed the localities described by Long, de-

cided there in the dark that he could not have seen McKaig
where he swore he did see him, took the cars in haste for

this city, and arrived just in time to detail their astound-

ing discovery before the testimony in the case was finally

closed. Long was examined more than a week ago. There

Is a line of telegraph aud a railroad from here to Cumber-
land, and there is a venomous energy and power in this

prosecution unparalleled in my experience. If Long was
false, and the locality itself, as given by him, would expose

his perjury, would his contradiction have been left to the

:finishing details of the case and to the ridiculous testimony

•of Dougherty and Johnson ? No ! Scores of men would

have been promptly produced, having made careful daylight

-examinations of the points in dispute, and ready to tell you

that this great, gigantic fact established by Long Avas im-

possible from physical causes. Gross and Ferguson, the

proprietors of the saloon, and familiar with the corner

where McKaig was seen, with the spot where Long stood,

aud with the positions of the lamps that have been men-

tioned, would have been the most competent and proper

witnesses on this point. "Why were they not called instead

of these hasty, prejudiced, midnight surveyors? John

Long might and would have been contradicted if his state-

ment had been untrue, but he stands here now uncontra-

dicted and unimpeached. Let the doctor, therefore, as-
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suage his feelings in the use of his scalpel and pills upon

his patients, and let him and Johnson both hereafter aban-

don the business of willing and anxious witnesses against

an innocent man on trial for his life. If they are satisfied

with their appearance in this sad drama, I will now drop

the curtain, while the audience hoots and hisses them out

of sight and out of mind.

But again : Long was faithful to his early playmate and

friend. On the distressful Sunday, when the fearful truth

was rapidly breaking upon the distracted mind of the pris-

oner, John Long met him, as he told you, on the bridge in,

Cumberland for the first time since he had witnessed Mc-
Kaig's secret menaces a few days before against his life.

His inqiiiry of him was most natural—" When did you

see Colonel McKaig last ?" Crawford Black's heart was

bitter and sore at that moment. The sound of that name
maddened him. His reply to the faithful boy that loved

him was stern and angry :
" What is that to you T' Grief

and humiliajtion have their right to solitude and exclusion,

and the prisoner repelled what he took to be an attempt to-

invade his confidence and look upon the bleeding wounds-

of his miserable heart. Long corrected his mistake, and
narrated to him the recent strange and threatening beha-

vior of McKaig. He put him in possession of -every de-

tail. The prisoner listened, and left in silence. He now
knew not only that his sister had fallen, but that his own
life was hunted. Dishonor had already come, and death

was pending. His sister led to her ruin, and then adver-

tised to the public by her destroyer as a common bawd ; his

aged father reviled, and denounced and prosecuted as a.

felon for his feeble and vain attempt at redress ; and now
thoroughly convinced that he himself was to be watched,,

threatened, glared at, bullied, waylaid, and eventually sub-

jected to deadly assault ! What more of outrage and pro-
vocation can man submit to unless, like a hound, he re-

ceives the kick and the lash of his master? Bear in mind-
that meeting on the bridge and Long's statement. Do not
for a moment forget it. Invoke it into your presence when
you retire, for with such a notice as he then received, the
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prisoner had the right to kill the deceased whenever he
approached him with the slightest evidences of hostility

in his movements. ISTo retreat, no delay was after this re-

quired of him. Ilenceforth, if he slew McKaig, he had a
double defouso—each one as siire and firm as the ever-

lasting hills, nis sister's cause and his own united in their

appeal, and the spirit of his noble manhood responded ; a
volcano justly raged within his breast, and Providence
dictated the moment of its eruption and the result which
followed. The burden of the prisoner was more than he
could bear, and he moved and acted as an instrument in

the hands of a just God. You are to judge of his conduct

as if you had been in his situation. That is your duty to-

day. I state it in the hearing of the court, and in the

presence of my professional brethren. You are not to es-

timate his guilt or innocence by the appearance of the

circumstances to a cool, indifferent, and disinterested ob-

server. You are to put yourselves in his place, assume his

relations to others, imbibe his affections, and survey every-

thing from his point of view ; stand with him on the brow of

the hill, near the old homestead, where I left him some time

ago ; recall to your minds all that he then knew of McKaig'a

conduct in the past, and of his purposes against himself in

the future, and answer in your hearts whether the wealth

and honors of the whole earth would have tempted you to

embrace the prospect that lay before him as your own.

You can not desire to take this young life, to cut the

briefly spun thread of his existence
;
you can not wish to

rear a gibbet against your sky with that elegant and ac-

complished form upon it, and that handsome aud intelli-

gent face shrouded for the grave. Such a doom can not

be a welcome thought to you. Identify yourselves, then,

with him as the waves of sorrow and of peril rolled over hia

head, and you will reach forth your hands, your all-power-

ful hands, to bless and to save him.

And, gentlemen, now as Harry Crawford Black descends

into the town, the other party to this tragedy of blood, of

broken hearts and ruined lives, came forth from his home

at the other extremity of the place. It is claimed by the

able attorney-general that he was slain contrary to the
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peace of the State of Maryland. If so, then he must have-

heen at peace himself with her citizens, and in obedience

to her laws. The picture of his peaceful departure from
home has been vividly drawn. As a pure work of fancy,,

it has high merits. The' reality, however, was speedily

shown when he met the prisoner. "When he arose that

morning, he made a toilet of death, and clothed himself

with the implements of destruction. Three loaded revol-

vers, as the proof establishes, constituted his supply—one-

in the prepared pistol-pocket on his hip, and two in their

leather holsters belted around his waist. He sallied fopth

more heavily armed than any man who had walked the
streets of Cumberland since the close of the sanguinary strife

between the ISTorth and the South. Instead of being a fol-

lower of peace, he was a moving machine of war. Instead
of being a law-abiding citizen, his preparations were those
of the despei-ate and deadly outlaw. And as he thus pre-
pared himself, I ask you to look at him in the light of his

previous conduct toward the prisoner ; in the light of his
conduct as described by Long at the corner of the street,,

and of his menacing insult at Ferguson's saloon. Ton can
not mistake his fatal meaning. He was bent on bloody
mischief. Black had uttered no threats against him—not
one has been proven or attempted to be proven ; he did
not arm, therefore, for self-defense. He had not been ap-
prised of any danger from the prisoner, except by the sug-
gestions of his own guilty conscience. They told him^
perhaps, of the necessity of prompt, determined, and ag-
gressive action. We can only judge, however, by his acts^
and they speak in clear and certain tones. When you
once saw armies in these now smiling and happy valleys
equip themselves with the cannon, the rifle, and the bay-
onet, and move forward toward the enemy, you knew that
the sorrowful heaps of the slain and the wounded would
soon cumber the ground and appeal piteously to heaven.
So, too, when you behold a citizen in time of peace in-
vade your streets with the most extensive and extrao'rdi-
nary preparations for taking human life, you at once fear
and expect scenes of violence and calamity.
Am I answered that Black, too, was armed ? "Who ever
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had so much reason to be ? May not a threatened life de-

fend itself? IIo had one pistol ; was not one-third as pow-
erful in conflict as his enemy ; he had five balls ready for

action. It is admitted by the prosecution that McKaig had
twelve, and the testimony shows conclusively that he had
eighteen. I have thus traced these parties, described their

relations to each other, and their disposition in regard to a
collision, until I have reached the time and place when and

where they met. And here I again deplore your absence

from the spot where a personal inspection would give you

a more accurate knowledge of the transaction than any

description at this distance. But, concerning the leading

facts, there can be no doubt. Black was on the south

side of the street, going west; McKaig was on the north

side of the street, going east. Thus they were on the-

same street, but meeting with its whole width between

them. Through Cumberland runs Will's creek, and over

it, on this street, is an elevated bridge. The evidence first

disclosed the deceased as he was crossing that bridge, with

the prisoner in full view diagonally to his right, on the other

side of the street. There they first beheld each other that

morning. Every step now assumes the most terrible im-

portance, and is charged with the responsibility of life and.

death. Who sought the banquet of blood ? Wlio turned

from his own pathway to interfere with the course of the

other ? Xot an object was between them to obscure the

view. The instant McKaig saw Black, he left his own

sidewalk, immediately at the east end of the bridge, where-

there was no crossing for pedestrians, as at the intersections

of streets, diverged obliquely to his right, on a line that

would bring him to the sidewalk on which the prisoner

stood, about thirty feet in front of him. He walked rap-

idly in that direction. Why did he thus leave the even

tenor of his way, and bear suddenly down on Black?

Why did he not pass on, and let the prisoner do the same ?

Was that Providence, whose moral laws he had mocked

and spurned, hovering over the scene, and guiding him to

his swift and awful doom? Did the fair and open oppor-

tunity tempt him to his own destruction in seeking the de-
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.struetion of another? He could have let the prisoner

^lone ; but a belief in the efficiency of his arsenal, and a

blind and fatal infatuation, carried him with defiant confi.-

dence into a presence most dangerous to him on that morn-

ing—the presence of one who had just emerged from a

night of sleepless frenzy over the injuries, the incurable

and burning injuries he had received from the man who
now sought and approached him.

Is it pretended that this sudden movement by McKaig
had no hostile meaning? Consider all that had passed

between them before; consider all the provocations, the

insults, and the threats, for actions often utter louder and

deadlier threats than words ; consider all the past, and

consider the warlike preparation of the deceased, and then

determine whether he crossed that street without a purpose.

But you are not left to the uncertain field of conjecture.

The evidence makes his motives as plain as the light of the

sun. The sinister movements of his hands make a perfect

revelation of his designs. The cane was in his right hand
as he passed over the bridge. Conner, a witness for the

State, saw it, as well as Davis, a witness for the defense.

Conner turned away and saw no more ; Davis saw it shifted

from the right to the left hand by the deceased, as he ap-

proached the prisoner. He saw that right hand, thus

relieved of the cane, go back to the hip-pocket, and come
in contact with a shining object, the polished handle to one

of his pistols. Do I mistake the testimony ? Would I

dare do so, even if restrained by no higher motive than the

success of my cause ? Nothing is more dangerous than to

attempt a fraud upon a jury. You have heard every word
here uttered, and you quickly resent the eflfort of counsel

to mislead you. No attempt was made to contradict Davis

;

this you know. Others profess to have seen the deceased

while crossing the street, who were called by the prosecu-

tion. Why was not one of them asked in regard to the

change of the cane ? Because it was known to be true.

There was no hope of contradicting this crushing fact.

And the motion of the hand for the pistol is equally proven.

Is there anything unreasonable in all this ? He had be-
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tra3-ed active hostilitj'- on former occasions. "Why not

now ? He was fixed for the attray ; he never could be
readier ; he did not know the condition of the prisoner's

mind ; he did not know that in the prisoner's breast had
been boiling a fierce caldron for the last thirty-six intol-

erable hours ; he did not know that he was himself at that

moment the one supremely horrible thought in Black's fe-

verish brain. He thought to confront him unawares, per-

haps to browbeat, degrade, and trample him under foot;

perhaps to slay him where he stood. Colonel McKaig was
a full man in years, large, commanding, and powerful in

person. Crawford Black is slight, almost a boy in size, as

in age. There was the contemptuous confidence of Goliath

on the one hand, and the just cause and unquailing heart

of David on the other.

Gentlemen, I need not read from books to inform you
what the prisoner's rights were when he saw his mortal foe

approach him, preparing with hasty sti'ides to become his

instant executioner. The law of self-defense is written in

the heart of man more plainly and powerfully than in the

pages of libraries. We here place our feet on its solid and

eternal foundations. We build upon it a house of refuge

for the prisoner, which will withstand the fury of the storm

and the malice of his enemies. He was not called upon to

retreat. I spurn the doctrine of being driven to the wall

or the ditch, that odious doctrine of degradation, danger,

and death to the assaulted party. Every inch of ground

on which he stood was his own. Who had the right to

command him to yield it? The free air around him was
his wall, and he who sought to drive him further embraced

the peril of his own lawlessness. Nor was the prisoner

required to wait for the development of McKaig's designs

upon him ; he already had full notice. No shot or blow

was necessary to make them clearer. He had the right to

presume the bloody intentions of McKaig from his pre-

vious, as well as his present movements, and to act with

promptitude. This is the law of the courts, and is sus-

tained by the authority of reason. In it lies all the safety

bestowed by the great principles of self-defense. The
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whole panorama of the past flashed upon the mind of the

j)risoner at a glance, and called upon him to defend life,

honor, sister, and home, without the delay of an instant.

There was the destroyer, the insulter, and now the threat-

ening assailant.

After carefully examining and comparing the testimony,

I think any candid mind will agree that as the deceased

stepped upon the sidewalk in front of the prisoner, they

simultaneously drew their pistols. There are six witnesses

who prove that McKaig had drawn when Black fired, and
two of them were brought here, though not sworn, by the

l^rosecution. The same number or more saw the pistol fall

from his hand as the prisoner's first shot took efi'ect. The
cane fell from the other hand at the same time. As the
evidence shows, the ball had taken efiect in the side and
had ranged near the spine, producing a shock to the nerv-

ous and muscular systems. The prisoner had been able ta
fire quicker than his antagonist from the fact that his pis-

tol, as you have seen here, is self-cocking.

It is contended, however, that the deceased had not
drawn, because Dr. Smith and some others did not see the
weapon in his hand, nor see it fall to the ground. This is

no proof at all ; it is of a character which is always scouted
from the presence of positive, affirmative evidence. What
one man did not see is often seen by many others. In-

stances of this rule are very familiar in all the books. In
this case, however, those witnesses who did not see the
pistol in McKaig's hand, were also blind to his cane. Yet
no one disputes that he had the cane. That is conceded
by all. They say they did not see the pistol drop at the
curbstone when the first shot was fired ; but they admit
also that they did not see the cane fall, and yet it is not
denied by the prosecution that the cane fell there. If this

negative testimony disproves the pistol, it likewise dis-

proves the existence of the cane, although the cane and its

fall from the hand of the deceased, the moment he received
the prisoner's fire, are accepted facts in this case. But in
this connection, why was Dr. Hummelshine not called by
the prosecution ? A strange and most lamentable feature
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in a criminal trial is here developed ; it oppresses me with sor-

row and apprehension. The suppression of evidence more
extensive, systematic, and deliherate than I have ever known,

here commences. Dr. Ilummelshino's name is on the back

of the indictment as the witness on whose testimony, and on

whose testimony alone, before the grand jmy, it was found.

He has been here in obedience to the process of the State

from the opening day of this court to the present hour. Yet
the prosecution did not place him on the stand. The learned

prosecutors closed their case without submitting to you the

evidence on which the indictment was procured. Such an

unnatural proceeding of course fixed our attention on this

witness. "We placed him on the witness-stand before you,

and then it was discovered why he had been kept back.

He saw the pistol fall from the hand of McKaig at the curb-

stone, into the gutter, when Black first fired ; thus proving-

conclusively that it was already drawn for action. These

are the words of the original witness for the State. "W"a»

it not the clear, plain duty of the prosecutors to call him ?

Do they wish to obtain a verdict against this young man
by hiding the truth from you ? Do they wish to shed hia

hlood by fraud ? Would they encompass his destruction

by low artifice ? What explanation is possible here ? Have
they not denied him the evidence in their own hands which

demonstrates bis innocence? What is the object of a trial

like this ? Is it the mere display of skill on the part of

counsel in obtaining a verdict from you without scruple as

to the means ? The stake here played for is a human life

;

does the State of Maryland demand its sacrifice with only

a partial knowledge on your part of the circumstances that

have put it in jeopardy ? I appeal to you ;
you represent this

noble commonwealth to-day
;
you have been mocked and

trifled with
;
you wanted the whole truth, and you had not

received it when the prosecution closed and rested. They

kept back a vital part and hoped we would never find it.

Have you a favorable regard for such a prosecution ? Does

it commend itself to you? Those who ask and demand a

verdict against the life of a fellow-mortal should do so

with clean hands and pure hearts. I aim to say nothing
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xinkind of counsel, but not for all the land that lies between

-the swelling waves of the two oceans would I strive for

the conviction of a human being, concealing at the sanie

lime within my own mind a fact which would justly acquit

him if made known to the jury. Where, also, was young

Clark, the boy brought here with so much pains by those

v\^ho inspire the private branch of the prosecution ? You

did not hear him testify until we put him, another State's

witness, on the stand. lie saw McKaig's second pistol

drop from the relaxed muscles of his hand when he fell.

Out of the mouths of its own chosen supporters this pros-

ecution stands condemned, and Crawford Black stands jus-

tified. But more than all this, you were not allowed by

the State to know that the deceased was armed at all, that

he had a single weapon upon him. The learned counsel

for the State ceased their examination without suffering a

word or a hint of the truth on' that point to reach your

ears. Yet they were possessed of all knowledge in relation

-to it. They not only knew the evidence of Hummelshine

:as to the pistol at the curbstone of the south sidewalk,

but that another was also found by his side when he was

raised up in the middle of the street, and the third was yet

remaining in the holster of his belt. He was carried into

Dr. Smith's office, where his heavily armed condition was

disclosed
;
yet the doctor was not called in chief—only in

rebutting, when we had proven all the facts that were within

his knowledge by others. Then the brother of the de-

ceased, Mervin McKaig, appears next in this wholesale

suppression of proof. He took his brother's belt and pis-

tols and disappeared. Turney picked up one in the street

;

a man, whose name was unknown to the witness Hall,

picked up the other, and the holster yet contained the

-third. Why was Mervin McKaig made to remain silent

in your presence from day to day throughout this entire

-trial ?

This is without a parallel in the annals of criminal ju-

risprudence. I candidly and firmly believe that it is utterly

-without precedent in English or American history. The

TQan who became the keeper of those weapons of death,
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and who alone can tell their exact condition when the de-

ceased fell, sits before j'ou for two weeks, and opens not his

mouth. The presumptions are nil against a proceeding

like this. Evidence that is suppressed is presumed to be
injurious to those who suppress it. This is an ancient.

maxim of the law as well as a proverb of wisdom. You
have a right to know the condition of those pistols imme-
diately after the fatal affray. "Were they all loaded, or had
one barrel been discharged from the first or second one in

the street? Is that the reason that Mervin McKaig made
no explanation, here? The defendant has the right to that

presumption. The law gives it to him and you will not

strive to withhold it. It is said that four shots were fired,.

and that the prisoner fired them all. Possibly it is so, but
it would have been much easier to decide if the arms of

the deceased had undergone the proper inspection and the-

result been detailed to you. Tljere is a dark and cloudy

spot here; all is not plain and fair; there is something to-

conceal and it is done. Two pistols have been produced

here in the rebutting testimony as those of McKaig. How
are they identified ? Dr. Smith simply says they look like-

those he saw. Mervin McKaig, then, as now, present,

could have removed all doubt by a word, but that word he
did not speak. This strange and astounding plan for th&

conviction of a man by the suppression of facts, however,

does not stop even here. Will some one tell me why Tur-

ney has remained dumb in this case ? He has been here

all the time, subpenaed by the State, and doubtless ready

to do his duty if permitted by those who brought him here.

Several persons have testified that he was seen to take a

pistol from the street after the deceased was removed. His

name has been repeated over and over again in your hear-

ing, and the fact that hd himself was not brought forward

to explain his own conduct and to inform you of the con-

dition in which he found that fire-arm, is damning and

overwhelming to this prosecution. You should not move

a single step toward a conviction. You should not even

consider the testimony produced for that purpose. You
should stop at the very threshold, and say to the State

:



S72 SPEECHES OP HON. DANIEL W. VOORHEES.

" You have withheld vital and important facts that were

tinder your control
;
you have not dealt fairly with us or

with the prisoner at the bar, and yet you ask us to imbrue

•our hands in his blood. We decline and utterly refuse to

joiia in such practice, and we dismiss your proposition as

,an insult to our intelligence and sense of justice."

But it has been urged, and will be again, that after the

first shot the prisoner might with safety have ceased firing

Taefore he did. The perforated coat will be displayed in

your sight, and a tongue of vengeance made to speak from

every rent. But if Black had reason to believe that Mc-
Kaig was seeking his life, and was amply prepared to take

it, at what point of the conflict was he to pause, and say

Ihat the future was secure? He had seen the deceased

come to meet him. lie witnessed the shifting of the cane,

the right hand in deadly preparation upon the pistol, and

the act of drawing, all before he commenced his defense.

Was anything more needed to convince him that the awful

Tnoment had arrived when one or the other must fall

—

when the fight was to be to the death ? And with such

bloody hostility proclaimed by the deceased, the prisoner

was not required to cease the strife that had been forced

upon him until he knew that his adversary was disabled

and rendered incapable of further attack. Such is the

written law of the land as administered in its courts of

justice. I announce this in the hearing of their honors

on the bench as one of the great cardinal doctrines of self-

defense. Without it, indeed, there would be no self-

defense. It would be a delusion and a snare. When, there-

fore, McKaig, as described by George Garner, sprang into

the street after the first fire, and put his hand behind as

if to draw another weapon. Black had no reason to believe

-that his life was yet safe. He could not know that the

deceased was hit at all. He still stood and endeavored to

continue the fight with the abundant means that were upon
him. There was no security or peace for the prisoner until

McKaig fell. If McKaig moved from Black, the evidence

shows that it was only for the purpose of obtaining time

^nd opportunity to draw a second pistol. Under these
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•circumstances, was the prisoner to eoaso firing and allow

tlie dcooascil to turn and fire upon liim when he got ready ?

The deceased, in tact, did turn, and fell with his face

toward the prisoner and witli the jiistol, afterward found

by his side, in his hand. Ilis arm had bcconio nerveless,

and it was too late for him to execute the last purpose of

his life. And as he fell, the last scene in a long drama of

secret sin and open shame, of private grief and public ruin,

was closed by the sudden pall of death. But as that stal-

-wart form lay there under the early sun of that morning,

and as the liberated spirit ascended to the great fountain

of life on high, what accusing word of guilt could it bear

to the dread presence of a righteous God against Crawford

Black. "WTierein is his offense against the laws of man or

the majesty of heaven? "Would you have him avoid the

encounter that was sought, abandon his right to the high-

way, and turn and flee from the face of his enemy? The
laws, human and divine, make no such demand, nor does

the histor\- of your State. The fame of Maryland is glo-

rious and full of honor in peace and in war. She is a child

of the Revolution, and its baptism of fire and blood rested

upon her head. Her sous are reputed brave, and her

daughters beautiful and virtuous, wherever her name is

spoken. The Maryland line met the scarlet uniform and

the glittering steel of England, from the darker hours of

Bunker Hill to the triumphant glory of Yorktown, in be-

half of personal as well as national independence. "With

what pride you can point to that long and brilliant, though

bloody record; it has extorted terms of eulogy from the

pens of even reluctant historians and commanded the ad-

miration of posterity. Nor has her soil in modern times

bred the spirit of cowardice. She has not infused it into

the veins of her children, and no dastard's example is in

ber escutcheon to tempt the prisoner to flight and dishonor.

He but stood his ground, as his fathers did before him,

against the armed destroyer of life and the ravager of

peaceful homes.

At this stage, however, of this dark and melancholy

aflEair, the bitter cry, wrung at last from the prisoner's
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heart, is caught up by the prosecution and urged against him.

Yes, when he saw McKaig fall, his lips broke forth for one

brief utterance as if touched by the spirit of retributive jus-

tice. He thought no more of his own danger; he was;

unconscious of the peril of his own life, as the image of

his poor sister, torn from her high estate of virtue, and then

spurned and trampled upon, rose before his inflamed vision.

It is said that the dying have a swift and far-reaching

glance of the realms and records of time, but not more so

than this prisoner at that supreme instant had of the pure-

faced playmate of his childhood, now the prey, the sport,

and the scorn of human perfidy—once wandering by his

side in the early dawn of their lives ; then expanding into

womanhood like a "flower in flushing, when blighting was
nearest ;

" then plucked by the ruthless hand of the seducer

from the garden of honor, and flung away in a little while,

withered and dead. He beheld, too, the sweet, bright home
of other days, when his loving mother smiled in her nar-

row, but happy and untainted domestic circle ; when her

days and nights were not filled with weeping, and hex face

was not furrowed with tears ; when her voice was not lifted

up with lamentations more bitter than "the wail above the

dead;" when his father's brow was not bent before the

gaze of men because the deceased had covered it with the

mildew of shame ; when he himself looked forth upon the

enticing career of manhood with a proud, high heart and
an unblemished name. All this came as a flash upon mem-
ory, illuminating all the dear objects of his existence, and
then giving way as suddenly to the worse than midnight

darkness of the present hour. In the twinkling of an eye

all was changed, and home, and sister, and father, and
mother, and his own youthful hopes and pride, all lay to-

gether before his eyes in a heap of ruin and misery. The
imprisoned pangs of his soul burst forth, and he spoke the

fulfillment of human and divine justice. He announced
the execution of the decrees of God and man ; he pro-

claimed the fate of the man who had ruined his sister, and
pursued her father as a felon because he resented her de-

struction. Though his own life had been assailed, though
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he had justly stood upon his defense, yet his tongue gave

the true interpretation of the reason that his adversary had

fallen. " The wages of sin is death," and they had been

earned, and were now paid. Am I told that there is no

law hy which he who rifles a home of its most precious

treasures shall he slain? Am I told that the prisoner an-

nounced a sentiment for which he should die, when he

declared his sister's ruin to be the cause of that bloody

scene? TTith magnanimity he waived all considerations

of himself, and thought only of those dearer to him than

life. For this shall he sup the horrors of a conviction at

your hands ? What more did he do, even if no principle

of self-defense shielded him, than others have done in every

age and in every clime? The Christian and the pagan

tribes of men alike give him their examples and their sup-

port. Examine all that is left, all that can be found in

every distinctive period of history since the great flood of

mankind commenced to flow from a single family in the

morning of time, and, with the exception of now and then

a licentious reign like that of Charles II. of England, where

the object was to cheapen female virtue and license the un-

bridled lust of the court and its infamous favorites, you can

find no precedent for the punishment of the prisoner, no

authority to lay your hands upon the defender of your fire-

sides and the protector of your homes against the common
enemy of the human race. And I here, in this solemn

presence, with the dread issues of life and death intrusted

to my care, declare, as far as my voice will reach, that he

who invades the sanctuary of a home, imposes the impu-

rity of his debased and brutal desires upon the presence of

innocence, breaks the charm and halo of virtue, and defiles

the altar of domestic life, forfeits his right of abode in the

midst of human society, and deserves to die. The hus-

band's hand is thrice armed for his destruction, the father

rises against him in paternal majesty, and the brother may

scourge him from the face of the earth wherever he is

found. Uis oftense is beyond the reach of pardon, and

appeals to heaven and earth combined for redress. It is

rank with crime, and invites the lash of chastisement from
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every virtuous quarter. IJfor is this doctrine without that

same powerful sanction of which the mighty common law,

of England was born. That vast and splendid structure

is simply the offspring of the customs and usages of the

people of the British empire. Its broad and enduring

foundations rest upon the long-continued habits and prac-

tices of an enlightened race and nation. It springs from

the consent and approval of centuries. Has not the prin-

ciple for which I contend the same great support? Is it

not a common law within itself, the eldest born of all laws,

antedating the days of Edward the Confessor and Alfred

the Lawgiver, as wide-spread as the light of history', and

as universal as the nations of the earth ? Has it not the

isanetion of Jehovah himself in the case I cited from' the

pages of sacred history ? Did it not blaze forth from the

heights of Sinai to the uttermost boundaries of space and

time ? The death of the seducer and the adulterer was
decreed in the high courts of heaven when the ages were

in their infancy, and the decision has been followed wher-

ever the marriage couch has been spread and the family

tie has been woven. The usages of civilization ; the uni-

form conduct of men at the same moment of time, and in

different and distant parts of the globe ; the rulings of

judicial tribunals, and, above all, the unvarying, unbroken

chain of verdicts rendered by juries since the beginning of

human jurisprudence, have all combined to establish and
consolidate the fatal but just decree. Modern ages have
lent their sanction to the customs of antiquity. The span

of our own lives in these latter days is crowded with illus-

trations of the great truth wbich I lay before you. Ameri-
can history has its faithful story to tell, as well as the

annals of the family in Israel, and of every civilized coast

and tribe from that hour until the present day.

A quarter of a century ago, there occurred in Philadel-

phia, the city of meek and peaceful antecedents, a full and
perfect test of this common law of homicide where a seducer

is slain. The Singleton-Mercer case rang out upon the ear

of the world as a note of safety to the young and confiding

members of virtuous homes, and of warning to those pol-
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luted and polluting wretches wlio look upon woman in the

same debasing spirit with which Satan, prowling amidst

the splendors and the innocence of Paradise, looked and
leered with lustful eyes upon the unsuspicious and angelic

movements of Eve. No ingredient of self-defense was
there. The bald and naked issue was presented. The
arm of the brother was made naked, and his right hand
red in the defense of his sister's honor, and a jury of the

vicinage and a jury of the world acquitted him with uni-

versal acclaim. The District of Columbia has the case

of Jarboe with the same unerring and philosophic result.

California spoke within the last two years ; and the great

central State of Ohio makes her recent contribution in the

case of McQuigg and his sister. I might multiply until 1

would degenerate into the simple narrator of a catalogue

of events and names well known to you all. And when
we mount up to the unclouded regions of impartial reason

and natural right, why should not this rule against vice and

on the side of virtue prevail? What mitigation can be

offered for the conduct of the most evil monster produced

from the lowest and most depraved elements of our fallen

humanity? Can his crime be lessened, or brightened by
comparison with any other that darkens our brief pilgrim-

age beneath the stars ? If the door or window of your

house is broken, for an article of the meanest value, you

may take the life of the burglar. It is only your house

and its material contents that are in danger, but so tender

is the regard of the written law for property, that you may
arise and slay to defend it. Do your dwellings coutai n nothing

more valuable and sacred than silver and gold ? Are there

not gems this moment in the circle of yonr households, whose

luster you would not have tarnished or their presence torn

away for all the glittering treasures of the Golcondas, the

C'alifornias, and the rerus ? "Wives and daughters and sis-

ters are there, and the loss of one to the embrace of dis-

honor would rend your hearts in twain, and plant a poison

in the cup of life which would never cease to rankle until

the grave gave you peace. Yet it is contended that for the

criminal monster who might thus destroy all for which you
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live, and make life itself one long-continued and unbeara-

ble anguish, there is no personal punishment, no pain for

him to suffer ; that he may walk your streets in peace and

security, and spend his days in ease and comfort, while his

victim, pale and wasted with sorrow, is sinking into an un-

timely grave in some lonesome and secluded spot where

she lies hidden from the unpitying eyes and unfeeling

scoffs of the world. His crime is a thousand-fold blacker

than murder, yet there are no prisons or scaffolds for him.

Eor the betrayed and ruined woman there is nothing left

of life except the pain of living. The joy of existence

never comes again. When we see the autumn leaf falling

to the ground, and the white shroud of winter spread over

the face of the fields, we are blest with the certain hope that

the soft air of spring will, after a little while, come back ta

us and renew in our midst the splendors of this beautiful

world; that the fresh greensward, adorned with flowers,

will again spread at our feet, and the deep foliage of the
forest will weave its bright canopy over our heads. But to

the soul that has loved, trusted, and lost, there comes no
second spring. The solemn sky of autumn and the chilling-

winds of winter alone remain to her. !N"o glad and golden

summer awaits her in the future. A scorched and barren

desert without verdure, without tree, or plant, or blossom^

or shrub, or one single cooling fountain at which to rest in

all the desolate pilgrimage, lies before her tired and falter-

ing footsteps. She makes the rest of her journey, too,

alone. The leper's taint is upon her in the eyes of the
world, and friends fall off and avert their faces. And, with
such a spectacle as this before you, are you willing to say
that the man who thus curses ^the entire existence of

one whose sole offense has been her blind, unreasoning de-
votion to him should pass unscathed and unwhipped of jus-

tice ? Such a decision would spurn and trample under
your feet the holiest and tenderest interests, affections, and
loves of humanity, and would blaspheme all the attributes-

of a just and righteous God. Does some one, however,
who is careful of the life of the destroyer, profane this sub-

ject with a suggestion of damages as a measure of legal
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redress? The bare thought stifles an elevated nature with
feelings of loathing and disgust. Who can estimate the

value of family honor ? "Who shall lay a price on domes-
tic happiness ? Who shall remunerate you for the stolen

and defiled members of your household? As well might
you attempt to fix the value of a lost and ruined soul in

hell. " What will a man not give for his own soul," and
will he not give the same, or even a higher ransom, if need
be, for the salvation of wife, mother, daughter, and sister?

Without them, in their purity, the regions of time and
earth would be filled with fiery tortures, and the condition

of the fallen spirits in eternity could be no worse. Can
you pay the husband for his wife, the sou for his mother,

the brother for his sister, and the father for his daughter ?'

Can you make atonement to the heart-broken woman herself

for violated vows and wanton perfidy ? Can she or any of

those that love her be redeemed to their original estate by
the assessment of damages ? A division of property be-

tween the social outlaw and his prey may be just, but, as-

a mode of punishment, it is vain and void of meaning.

"Who, also, would have such gain ? If a judgment was
taken in favor of the husband or father, in whose behalf

an action lies, what a revolting acquisition to his fortune

it would be? In what way would he expend it? If the

husband invests it in " ships that go down to the sea," h&
makes his ventures into foreign lands and distant waters^

upon the wages rendered him by a jury for his wife's in-

famy. He traffics upon the honor of her whose dear and

precious head once laid in its sweet sleep of fidelity upon

his confiding heart. If his argosies come home from suc-

cessful voyages, they are freighted with gains founded upon

the dishonor of his bed, the debasement of his name, and th&

overthrow of all his fireside gods. His bills of lading stare-

at him as the reward of his submission to the lowest depths

of degradation ever fathomed by the most abject spirits of

the human race. The articles of merchandise, which he

unpacks and ofi'ers in exchange at his counter, would salute

him with the taint of moral death and remind him perpet-

ually of his hideous bereavement. The ghost of his mur-
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dered peace would arise and confront him wherever he

turned.

If the father accepted a pecuniary award for the shame

of his daughter, it would bitterly mock him in all the after

years. In what channel of trade would he embark with

the proceeds ? If he bartered them for lands, his growing

meadows, his waving corn, his ripening wheat, and flocks

and herds upon his hills would seem to be flourshing over

the dishonored tomb of his lost and undone child. His

soul would sicken at the sight of his own prosperity spring-

ing from such a source. He would turn away, and, though

filled with the peaceful precepts of ourholy religion, he would
invoke the death of the seducer and pray for the blessings

of Heaven to rest upon the hand that smites him in his

•career of wickedness. This is the universal law of the

human heart, and the prisoner at the bar simply proclaimed

it when he slew the deceased. Such is the meaning of his

exclamation when tried by all the experience, instincts, and
reason of mankind.

And now, gentlemen, my labors are drawing to a close.

1 have endeavored to treat plainly and fairly all the ma-
terial aspects of this painful and most important case. If

"there is guilt in the conduct of the prisoner, I have not

found it. Soon you will discharge- the most momentous
duty of your lives. In a few hours more you will deter-

mine whether Crawford Black shall live or die. There is

no intermediate point for one like him. If he is guilty at

all, he tells me to say to you that he anxiously and earnestly

desires the extreme and fatal penalty of the law. I join

in that solemn and awful request. That untainted and
unsullied spirit must not herd with hardened felons, or taste

the fearful degradation of the penitentiary. The odious

garb of the pi'ison was not made for such a form as his.

Ear rather would I bid him farewell forever on the scaflbld

than to know that he lived with the stain of infamy upon
him. But I will not indulge in such gloomy forebodings.

I believe that you approach a' cheerful and pleasing task.

I believe that your faces will be radiant with happiness as

you restore the prisoner to life, liberty, and the embrace
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of his weeping parents. They reach forth their eager arms

to carry him home. They have heen lonely, very lonely

there for many months. This mother has wept like Rachel

for her children because they were not. One has been

taken—the spoiler's prey
;
you will not take the other

also. As the aged father in Israel clung to Benjamin when

Joseph was gone, so do these afflicted parents yearn for

their good and dutiful sou, and long to clasp him, free and

unharmed, to their bereaved breasts. In full confidence

that by your verdict you will grant this blessed privilege,

reunite this broken family, and solace their wounded hearts,

as far as it may be done by human power, I surrender all,

all into your hands. Accept my thanks, each one of you,

for your kind and patient attention ; and allow me to

tender you my best wishes for your future welfare and hap-

piness.

The trial of Harry Crawford Black continued through ten days, and

was conducted by the following named gentlemen for the prosecution

:

Hon. Milton Whitney, of Baltimore; Hon. Isaac D. Jones, Attorney-

General of Maryland; Hon. i'rancis Brengle, Prosecuting Attorney.

For the defense: Hon. D. W. Voorhees, of Indiana; Hon. A. K. Syes-

ter, of Hagerstown, Marj'land; Fred. J. Nelson, Esq., of Frederick

City, Maryland; Hon. Lloyd Lowndes, of Cumberland, Maryland; Wm.

M. Price.Esq., of Cumberland, Maryland. Hon. W. P. Maulsby, Chief

Justice, presided, with Hon. John A. Lynch and Hon. J. Veirs Bowie,

associate judges. The jury retired at five minutes of three o'clock on

the tenth day, and at four o'clock returned a verdict of " Not Guilty,"

amidst the wildest enthusiasm.
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PLUNDER OF ELEVEN STATES BY THE REPUB-
LICAN PARTY.

[A speech delivered in the House of Representatives, March 23, 1872.]

Mr. Speaker :—The condition of many of the States of

this Union excites to-day the mingled pity and indignation

of the civilized world. They are the theme of sorrowful

and of bitter comment wherever the channels of human
intelligence penetrate. They engage the attention of all

the departments of this government. Executive procla-

miations spread evil tidings about them, and hurl every

principle of their liberties, every muniment of their safety,

to the ground. Congi-ess enacts laws against them, which

utterly destroy every vestige of freedom, and forge and
rivet on their helpless limbs the fetters of despotism. It

also sends forth its powerful missionaries of mischief in

the form of committees, backed by the money and the

power of the government, whose labors are to blacken the

character and fame of their people, under the guise of offi-

cial investigations and official reports. The head of the

Department of Justice, the late Attorney-General—he who
led his people into the war, and then returned to plague

and lay waste the hearthstones of his followers—superin-

tended in person the inquisition and the torture inflicted

upon the descendants of those who fought in the battles of

the Revolution. The army of the United States, in a time
of profound peace, is launched like a bolt of destruction

into their midst. It is engaged in seizing, without sworn
charge or warrant of law, the youth, the middle-aged, and
the gray-haired grandsires, in the sanctuary of American
homes, and driving them like herded beasts into crowded
prisons. The odious service of Clavei'house, Kirke, and
Dundee, in the bloody oppi-essions of Scotland, which gave
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their luunes more than a hundred years ago to the ever-

histinsc execration of mankind, is being repeated hourly on
American soil. And the President himself, in his recent

mc^^saare, prepared, as he says, in haste, as if he had afl'airs

of greater importance to engage his attention, yet found

time to give his sanction to all this, and to add his ma-
lignant mite to the general arraignment and accusation.

Surrounded and confronted by this disastrous state of

public afl'airs, I rif^e to address this House in behalf of free

institutions, of impartial justice, and of the oppressed and

outraged citizen, wherever his home may be planted. I

shall speak by the authority of those who sent me here.

To them I am beholden for all that I am, and to them
alone I acknowledge myself responsible in this world for

what I utter on this floor.

Sir, who has filled one-third of the boundaries of this

Eepublic with all the curses and calamities ever recorded

in the annals of the worst governments known on the

pages of history ? ISTearly seven years ago, blessed peace,

like a merciful, white-winged angel, came to the land.

"Who, since then, has poured upon the unresisting and

helpless South the floods of disorder, corruption, bank-

rujitcy, crime, oppression, and ruin ? Every result has its

distinct and specific cause in the moral and political world

as well as in the mathematical realms of the physical sci-

ences. The greatest thinker and writer of the present

century has said

:

" In the moral world, as in the physical world, nothing

is anomalous; nothing is unnatural; nothing is strange.

All is order, symmetry, and law. There are opposites, but

there are no contradictions. In the character of a nation,

inconsistency is impossible. Such, however, is still the

backward condition of the human mind, and with so evil

and jaundiced an eye do we approach the greatest problems,

that not only common writers, but even men from whom
better things might be hoped, are on this point involved

in constant confusion, perplexing themselves and their

readers by speaking of inconsistency as if it were a quality

belonging to the subject which they investigate, instead of
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being, as it really is, a measure of their own ignorance. It

is the business of the historian to remove this ignorance,

by showing that the movements of nations are perfectly

regular, and that, like all other movements, they are solely

determined by their antecedents. If he can not do this, he
is no historian. He may be an annalist, or a biographer,

or a chronicler, but higher than that he can not rise, unless

he is imbued with that spirit of science which teaches as

an article of faith, the doctrine of uniform sequence; in

other words, the doctrine that certain events having already

happened, certain other events corresponding to them will

also happen."

But this great doctrine of uniform sequence, of cause and
effect in all things, has even yet higher authority than the

powerful and philosophic Buckle, or than any other earthly

sanction. When the traveler over desert plains find a cool-

ing and healthful stream, he knows there is a fountain of

sweet waters above ; but if the stream is impure and poi-

sonous, it needs no argument to convince bim that the-

source from which it descends is likewise bitter and un-

clean. The apple and the pomegranate, the olive and the
grape, all proclaim by their own good qualities the gen-

erous aud bounteous trees and vines on which they grow

;

but the noxious weed, the deadly creeper, and the useless

bramble furnish no such evidences of their merit and worth
to the husbandman. And when the mighty Nazarene
made his brief but awful sojourn upon earth, he pointed ta

these productions of the laws of nature-, and proclaimed,

not merely to his followers in Judea, but to the people of

all the continents and all the islands of the seas, and to the

remotest generations of mankind, that the same unerring
certainty also existed between the visible results of human
conduct and the absolute causes from which they arise.

He warned the whole world against false, corrupt, and
plundering leaders of the people, and announced the means
by which their spurious pretensions shall always be deter-

mined :

" Ye shall know them by their fruits. Do men gather
grapes of thorns or figs of thistles ?

"
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'• l^von SO every good tree bringetb forth good fruit ; but

a corruiit tree bringoth forth ovil fruit."

Lot this uuchaiiiix'ablc standard of truth, established by
the physieal and the moral suioncos, and sanctioned by the

voice of Divinity, be applied to the [larty now in power,

and to its unbi-idled and unrestrained dealings with the

people and the States of the South. Who has planted and
nurtured the thick growth of thorns and thistles there?

Wo have hoard endless speech here and everywhere in

regard to the fruits of the war. By whose wicked devices

have they been turned into apples of Sodom and of the

Dead Sea, and been made to mock the hopes and the ex-

pectations of the anxious beholder? By whose conduct

and policies has every blessing of free government been

scourgod from the face of a country containing over twelve

million people and larger in extent than many of the fore-

most powers of Europe? I call upon the majority in this

llouse to answer. Have you not had all power from the

beginning of what you call i-econstruction over that sub-

ject ? lias there been anything wanting to your absolute

authority? What has stood in the way of your wishes,

your partisan j)lans, your lawless fanaticism ?

The constitution has been no restraint upon your actions.

It has been trampiled underfoot, dwarfed into a dead letter,

or widened and extended by fraudulent amendments, ac-

cording as the unscrupulous purposes of a powerful party

would be best promoted. To quote the dear and hallowed

p)rineiple3 of that immortal instrument here now is only to

excite the displeasure and the sneers of those who are

bloated and overgrown with the insolence of office and a

long lease of power. To express a reverence for those who
bought its original draft with their blood, and to hold it up
as it was before the hand of modern vandalism had assailed

it, is denounced as treason. This great charter of liborty

has not even been a stumbling block to your feet in your

swift encroachments upon the rights of all the peojjle and

the States of this Union, and especially upon those of the

South. You have taken all the powers it gave you, and

you have usurped every power you desired besides. Xo
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law, however revolutionary, barbarous, and destructive, was

ever found, by your construction, to be in conflict with its

provisions, if it was demanded by the interests of your

party. Your own will, without let or hindrance from any

quarter, has been the measure of your legislation.

The army of the United States has also been made ready

and obedient to your command. It has been the irresistible

instrument with which to execute your pleasure on a pros-

trate people. You say, " Go, and it goeth ; come, and it

cometh;" and nothing has withstood the accomplishment

of your purposes.

The purse of the nation, too, has been in your grasp, as

well as the sword. The tax-payers of America have toiled

for you as the serfs of Russia have not for their rulers.

Their streaming floods of golden tribute have been poured

into your coffers with every motion of the pendulum of

time. You have taken the^laborer's earnings and lavished

uncounted millions on your baleful schemes of government
Tinder a southern sky.

You have likewise controlled Presidents. When one of

your own election rose up and stubbornly confronted you
with your own precedents and solemn committals in regard

to the inviolable existence of States, and their perpetual

right of representation, you sought his overthrow and ruin

with a fury and a hate until then unknown in the history

of legislative bodies. "While you barely failed to hurl him
from his place, you were completely successful in rendering

him powerless to execute his policy, or to prevent you from
•executing yours. This House was purged in a memorable
way, in order that you might have the two-thirds majority

with which to pass unconstitutional laws over presidential

vetoes. Expulsions of members took place under the thin

and flimsy guise of contested elections, until the minority
here was sufficiently depleted, and you became paramount
over the executive, and absorbed all his official functions.

Lawless legislation then broke loose upon him, by which he
was bound hand and foot, and made as powerless as a man-
acled prisoner in the depths of a dungeon. Andrew John-
son no longer divided with you the responsibility of the
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government
;
you wielded it alone. The executive who

has succeeded him, submits willingly and unconditionally

to whatever Coniiross may propose. You hold all his

powers in your hands and level them against any liberty

or right of the citizen which you may wish to destroy.

He avows his purposes to run any career you may point

out to him, with no more mind of his own than the orderly

who holds his horse. I pause not now to ask how you ob-

tained this degrading control. "Whether it is the cunning

of a vaulting ambition on his part, which, with a pre-

tended humility, has been known to push aside the im-

perial crown in order to be a little further persuaded, or

whether it springs from his ignorance, matters not for the

purposes of my present argument. The great fact that you

possess all the powers and control all the departments of

this government is what I demonstrate.

The federal patronage, with its immense and corrupting

influences, has also come into your hands with the sur-

render of the executive. The venal and the mercenary

have been seduced into your support by your offices and

jour profligate expenditure of the public money, while the

timid have been overawed by the bayonet and the cannon.

Every apjiliance by which men have ever been subdued

to tyranny has been held and used in profusion by the

party now in power, from the day that the war closed on

the bloody soil of Virginia until the present hour. In

proof of tbiri, let the specific details of long-continued

usurpation, evil government, and maladministration be pre-

sented to the candid judgment of the country.

Sir, the absolute destruction of free institutions from the

Potomac to the liio Grande commenced with the earliest

dawn of peace. Slierman received Johnston's surrender

upon the precise basis on which the war had been prose-

cuted at every stage. He stipulated that the soldiers of

the South should lay down the arms of their unequal war-

fare, return to their States, whose existence had not then

been denied, and resume the pursuits of industry where

they had left off, subject only to the destruction of

filavei-y, which was wrought by the movements of armies,
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and not by proclamations. lie had more than a thousand

precedents in the deliberate and recorded actions of this-

government for his conduct. He was sustained by both

branches of Congress in innumerable ways ; by four

years of incessant and voluminous legislation, by the

enactment of apportionment laws throughout the States

whose people were in rebellion, by districting them for

judicial purposes, by levying upon them direct taxes

as members of the IJnion under the constitution, by the

constant reception of their representatives on this floor

and in the Senate, by the most solemn and binding joint

resolutions, and by every other mode in which this depart-

ment of the government can commit and pledge itself. He
was upheld by every document also to which the name of

the executive was attached during the war—by every mes-

sage, inaugural, proclamation, and order of that prolific

period. The courts added their weighty sanction, from

those of the lowest and feeblest jurisdiction to those of the

loftiest pretensions and powers. IsTo government in the

wide-spread history of the nations of the earth was ever

under voluntary and self-imposed obligations of greater

force and magnitude. The word and the honor of the Re-

public had been plighted over and over again to its own
citizens, and in the sight and hearing of the civilized

world. The moment, however, that resistance ceased, and

the way was opened for the long pent-up purposes of rev-

olution, centralization, and rapine, the party in power

broke Avith shameless haste its most sacred faith, flung

aside the mask it had worn for years, admitted that its

previous pretensions and promises were fraudulent, and
clamored with wild ferocity against the hero of the march
to the sea because he had believed they were true and sin-

cere, and had acted on them. The terms which Sherman
gave to a fallen foe had often been tendered to that foe be-

fore he fell ; but they were now madly thrust aside in the

hour of victory, and the general himself denounced fiir and
wide as a traitor to his country. The hue and cry was raised

against him as if he was a fleeing fugitive from justice.

That memorable and disgraceful outburst can not be cov-
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cicd with oblivion. It more re^cMiibled tlio en raided scream

of a boast of prey aliout to be baffled out of its \'ic;tim than

the reasonable expression of liunian beings. The victim,

however, was snrrendoi'od to the clntelies of an inflamed

iind victorious party, and the work of demolition and ruin

was at once commenced. From turret to foundation you

tore down the governments of eleven States. You left not

one stone upon another. You rent all their local laws and

machinery into fragments and trampled upon their ruins.

!Xot a vestige of their former construction remained. Their

pillars, their rafters, their beams, and all their deep-laid

corners, the work of a wise and devoted generation of the

past, were all dragged away, and the sites where they once

stood left naked for the erection of new and different struc-

tures. Yon removed the rubbish, pushed the army into

the vacant ground, established provisional governments as

jou would over territory just acquired by conquest from a

foreign power, and clothed brigadier and major generals

with extraordinary functions as governors.

This was the beginning of the present organizations

—

those odious and unsightly fabrics which now cumber the

earth, and which stand as the open, reeking, and confessed

shambles of corruption, pollution, and revolting misrule.

They embrace not one single element of popular consent.

They are the hideous otfspring of your own unnatural and

unlawful force and violence. The great body of the peo-

ple of that unfortunate section had no more share in the

rebuilding of their local governments than the sepoys of

the East Indies have in the affairs of the British empire.

They "were excluded from all participation by the most

elaborate and minute schciuesof legislative proscription of

which history makes any record.

The first duty of the provisional governments wliieli you

«stabli-ljed was to call conventions to frame new I'onstitu-

tions for these old States, and to prepare them for re-

admission into that Union from which you had sworn so

often and so solemnly that no State could ever withdraw.

These conventions were provided for by laws enacted here.

The number and the quality of the delegates to them were
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here specified. Who should he eligible and who ineligible

was your work, and not the work of the people who were,

to be governed. You not only said who should be elected,,

hut you likewise determined who should elect them. You
fixed the qualifications and the color of the voters. You
purged the ballot-box of the intelligence and the virtue on

which alone popular liberty can be safely founded, and you

admitted in their stead the suffrage of the most ignorant

and unqualified race now inhabiting the globe.

Mingled with this dark and turbid tide of dense igno-

rance came all the vices of this lower race, together with

the crimes of a more powerful and a more profiigate class,

with pale faces, from the North, now and then receiving

their worst recruits from the apostates of the same com-

plexion in the South. You winnowed thd threshing-floor,

but you rejected the wheat. You accepted the tares, and

sowed them, and now you curse the soil because you have

reaped nothing but tares for your harvest. You built

upon a foundation of shifting sand, and now you rail at

everybody but yourselves because the house has not re-

sisted the winds and the rains that have beat upon it.

When these conventions met, they represented the wretched

constituency which spoke them into existence, and they

went to their servile tasks with the bayonet of the federal

government at their throats. They sat, in every instance,

within point-blank range of shotted cannon. The dele-

gates crept about and framed constitutions with the eyes

of military governors upon them. The sword rested

lightly in its scabbard, and was ready to leap forth

at any moment and upon the slightest pretext to assist

in devising fundamental laws for a people said to he
free. The State constitutions that were thus created

and thrust upon the country could not fail to partake of

the depraved nature of their illegitimate origin. They
sprang from the loathsome union of ignorance, vice, and
despotism ; and they have inherited many of the ugliest

features of each one of their progenitors. The despotic

principle is strongly marked in them all. It is there in

obedience to the mandates of federal power, as well as in
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accordance with tho character of the instruments who
were used to fasten it upon American citizens. Proscrip-

tioQ and ostracism are the leading elements of every State

government in the South. Intellect and virtue, public and
private worth, spotless character, splendid attainments,

graceful culture, and the experience and wisdom of age

were all passed by under the reconstruction of \iolence and
fraud. Those who were possessed of these traits and ac-

quirements were pushed aside, and made to give place to

the most degraded classes of mankind. The people were

not allowed to select their official agents from anions: those

who "were qualified for public station, but were driven

into the purlieus of ignorance and vice to choose their

rulers.

In the reorganization of all the States whose present

condition is matter of such sore complaiut and such bitter

accusations, the dominant party here, and in those States,

excluded from office and deprived the people of the ser-

vices of every man who, by his talents, industry, and in-

tegrity, had sufficiently acquired the confidence of his

fellow-citizens before the war, to be made governor, secre-

tary, auditor, or treasurer of state ; attorney-general, judge,

clerk, or reporter of the Supreme Court; superintendent

of public instruction, member of either branch of Con-

gress, or of the legislature of his state ; clerk, sheriff,

treasurer, auditor, or recorder of his county; judge of a

probate court, whose jurisdiction follows the inevitable

footsteps of death, and whose functions are those of benev-

olence toward the orphans and the widows of the human
race

;
justice of the peace, or constable of his townshij^, or

notarv public. Every man who had been called in former

days to fill any one of these stations, and many more that

mightbe enumerated, andwho, during the conflict between

the sections, was clothed with the slightest responsibility

or charged with the smallest official duty by those with

whom his destiny and his home had fallen, was marked by

the blight of ineligibility, and like the leper of old, it was

made a crime for the j)eople to again reach forth to hina

the hand of friendship, confidence, and support. Even the
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sacredinstincts of human nature became disqualifications for

office. The ties of kindred were made criminal under this

new and revolting system. He who gave a cup of cold water

and a crust of bread to his thirsty and famished son, under

arms for a cause which he believed to be right, and for

which he was willing to die, was branded with dishonor,

and driven out from the councils of his.countrymen. The

loving mother who sheltered her weary and wounded boy,

laid him in his own familiar bed at home once more, kissed

his feverish lips, wiped away the gathering clews of death,

and with a broken heart closed his dear eyes forever, was

condemned for these acts of angelic ministering, and^ in-

curred the penalties of confiscation. He who dismounted

and gave his horse to a brother in the moment of danger

and close pursuit; the sister who wrought and sent cloth-

ing to him on the toilsome march ; the maiden who prayed

for her lover as he lay dying in the Wilderness or at Stone

river, all fell under a common curse. Even the white-

haired grandmother of fourscore years, whose youthful

husband perhaps was at the Cowpens, Eutaw Springs, and

Yorktown, or, may be, fought under Jackson, at ISTew Or-

leans, in the war of 1812, was deprived of her pension,

that small morsel of bounty from an ungenerous govern-

ment, if her heart yearned, or her aged hand was extended

in sympathy, to her children and her children's children

on the plains of the South. A more sweeping and uni-

versal exclusion from all the benefits, rights, trusts, lienors,

enjoyments, liberties, and control of a government was never

enacted against a whole people, without respect to age or

sex, in the annals of the human race. The disgraceful dis-

abilities imposed upon the Jews for nearly eighteen hun-
dred years by the blind and bigoted nations of the earth,

were never more complete or appalling. Who denies a

single statement I make ? I challenge and defy contradic-

tion. Every fact that I here proclaim is contained in the

laws and in the recorded transactions of this government,
and will constitute, "after some time be past," and the

passions of the present have subsided, the most frightful
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ami crnsbing arraignment wliich history over summed up
ugainst a ruling political party.

Sir, shall a peojile thus bereft of every attribute of self-

government, be hckl responsible at the bar of public opin-

ion, or at tlie judgment-seat of Ciod, I'or the consecpicnces

^vllieh have overtaken them? If so, then the doctrine of
free agency, in measuring the accountability of man, is a

snare and a delusion. As well might you go to the galley-

slave, and accuse him of the misrule and the tyranny
Tvbich chained him to the oar. As well might you de-

nounce the banished exile in the snows of Siberia for the

despotism of the Russian czar. With the same propri-

ety you may visit the prisons of all lands, and rail at

their inmates through the iron-grated windows, on ac-

count of the evil administration of the governments to

which they belong. The fierce and marauding highway-

man with the same justice can accuse his victim, at

whose head he presents the loaded pistol, of obstructing

the public road. The story of the wolf, with his false

accusation against the lamb, and of the prompt manner
in which he tore the helpless and unoffending thing to

pieces for muddying the stream from which he drank,

although it stood by the brink of the waters far below him,

is familiar to us all, and is being re-enacted at this time on

a va>t scale in American history. The stream has been

defiled by the party now in power, and it rends and tears

the unresisting people of the South for its own offense.

TLi< shall no longer be done without exposure and warning

to the country. I call upon that party to assume its just

re-iionsibility, and not to shrink back now from the bad

eminence it has attained in the conduct of Southern affairs.

To it much has Ijeen given, and from it much is demanded.

More than the ten talents have been intrusted to its care,

and the present and future generations will exact a rigid

account at its hands. Bat now, as the ghastly and hideous

results of its control in the South ap[iear on every 8<pnire

mile of that oppressed and plundered section, it starts back

with horror and disclaims its own offspring, the fruits of its

own unholy rapine and lust. With pale lips and affrighted
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mien it ejaculates, " Thou canst not say I did it." But the

deeds which it has committed are of imperishable infamy,

and they will not down at its bidding, nor can all the waters

of the ocean wash away their guilty stains.

Having, however, now shown where the absolute, thor-

ough, and minute management of every interest, right, and
privilege of the Southern States and their people has been
lodged during the whole process of pulling down and re-

building their local governments, I shall proceed next to

call upon the results which have followed.

Let the great State of Georgia speak first. The prepa-

rations which she underwent were prolonged, elaborate, and
complete. The work of her purification was repeated at

stated intervals until she was radiant and spotless in your
eyes. One reconstruction did not suflice. You permitted
her to stand up and start in her new career, but seeing some
flaw in your own handiwork, you again destroyed and
again reconstructed her State government. You clung to

her throat; you battered her features out of shape and
recognition, determined that your party should have undis-

puted possession and enjoyment of her oflices, her honors,
and her substance. Your success was complete. When
did the armed conqueror ever fail when his foe was pros-

trate and unarmed? The victim in this instance was
worthy of the contest by which she was handed over, bound
hand and foot, tO the rapacity of robbers. She was one
of the immortal thirteen. Her soil had been made red and
wet with the blood of the Revolution. But she contained
what was far dearer to her despoilers than the relics of her
fame. Her prolific and unbounded resources inflamed their

desires. ISTature designed Georgia for the wealthiest State
in this Union. She embraces four degrees of latitude

abounding with every variety of production known to the
earth. Her borders .contain fifty-eight thousand square
miles, eleven thousand more than the State of E'ew York,
and twelve thousand more than the State of Pennsylvania.
She has one hundred and thirty-seven counties. The ocean
washes a hundred miles of her coast, provided with harbors
for the commerce of the world. Rivers mark her surface.
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and irrigate her fruitful valleys from the bounclarica of

Tennessee and North Carolina to the borders of Florida

and the waves of the Atlantic. All this vast region is

stored with the richest and choicest gifts of physical crea-

tion. The corn and the cotton reward the tiller of the soil,

and coal and iron, tin, copper, and lead, and even the pre-

cious metals, gold and silver, in paying quantities, await the

skill and industry of the miner. This is not a picture of

fancy. The statistics of hei- products even heighten the

colors in which I have drawn it. Georgia was the fairest

and most fertile field that ever excited the hungry cupidity

of the political pirate and the official plunderer. She waa
full of those mighty substances out of which the taxes of a

laboring people are always wrung by the grasping hand of

licentious power. She was the most splendid quarry in all

history for the vldtures, the kites, and the carrion-crows

that darken the air at the close of a terrible civil war, and

whet their filthy beaks over the fallen ; and they speedily

settled down upon her in devouring flocks and droves.

Sir, let us refresh ourselves at this point with some remi-

niscences of the former history of Georgia, and in that way
fix a basis for comparisons between her condition in the

past and the present deplorable state of her affairs. When
the calamities of the war broke upon the country, in 1861,

she was free from debt. If she had any outstanding obli-

gations at all, they were for merely nominal amounts. Her
people felt none of the burdens of taxation. The expenses

of her State government were almost wholly paid by the

revenues of a railroad between Chattanooga and Atlanta,

which was constructed and owned by the State. Taxes

throughout all her wide-spread borders were trifles light

as air. The burdens of government were easy upon her

citizens. Her credit stood high wherever her name was

mentioned; and, when the war closed, she was still free

from indebtedness. If she had incurred any during the

four years of strife, she was required by the federal

government to repudiate it upon the advent of peace.

Now, look at her to-day, after six years and a half

of supreme control by the Republican party. She had
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been a member of this Union more than seventy years

when the war came, and found that she owed no man any-

thing. Her rulers in the olden times, doubtless, had faults

in common with the imperfect race to which we belong,

but larceny of the public money was not among them.

You took her destiny into your hands a few brief years

ago, incumbered by no liabilities, and you now present

her, to the amazement and horror of the world, loaded

with debts which reach the appalling sum of at least

$50,000,000. A large portion of these debts are officially

ascertained and stated, and the remainder are sufficiently

well known to warrant the statement I make. The mind
recoils, filled with wonder and indignation, in contemplat-

ing this fearful and gigantic crime. It had no parallel ia

the annals of all the nations and the ages of mankind
until the ascendency of the Eepublican party and its in-

auguration of State governments in the South. Now, all

the seven vials of the Apocalypse have been opened on
that great and beautiful, but unhappy region; and the

crime against Georgia is but one of many others x)f kin-

dred magnitude inflicted by the same party on other

States.

The authors of this stupendous burden, however, are not
even entitled to the benefit of the full time since the in-

coming of peace for its creation. It was mainly the work
of only about three years. In 1868—a year more fatal to
the interests of the people of that State than the scourge
of pestilence, war, or famine—the most venal and aban-
doned body of men ever known outside of the boundaries
of penal colonies, State prisons, or Southern reconstruction,
was chosen as the legislature of Georgia; not by the peo-
ple, but by virtue of the system which you enacted and put
in force. It contained a large majority of your political

adherents, men who vote your ticket, support your candi-
dates, and with whom you embrace and affiliate on all

political occasions. They were the leaders and the repre-
sentatives of the Republican party.

With them, too, came into office one who speedily secured
a national reputation, and became a controlling power ia
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your national counoils. At one time Rufds B. Bullock dic-

tated the legislation of Conuress and the actions of the

executive in regard to the great unci ancient commonwealth
that was cursed by his presence. It was his potent finger

that pointed out the pathway which led to your sccund

assault upon her State government; and it was his voice

and his presence in and about these halls that commanded
and cheered you on to the breach, lie was mentioned in

many quarters as the probable candidate of his party for that

exalted place now held by a distinguished citizen of my own
State, the second highest in the gift of the American people.

He was a successful, conspicuous, and brilliant specimen

of your system. Ilis advent into Georgia was as the agent

of some express company. He had no permanent inter-

ests there. I have been reliably informed that his poll was
his entire tax when he was elected governor. He neither

knew nor cared for the people or their wants. He was there

as an alien and a stranger spying oat the possessions of a

land that was at his mercy, and embracing every oppor-

tunity to seize them. He is now a fugitive from justice, a

proclaimed and confessed criminal, with stolen millions

in his hands. He went into the South on that wave of

reconstruction which bore so many eager, hungry, and in-

human sharks in quest of prey ; and, having in a few short

years glutted his savage and ravenous maw, he now retires

into the deep waters of the Xorth to escape punishment on

the one hand, and to enjoy the comforts of. his plunder on

the other.

"With such a governor and such a legislature in full and

perfect sympathy and harmony with each other, morally

and politically, a career of villainy at once opened on the

soil of Georgia, which will go down to posterity without a

peer or rival in the evil and infamous administrations of

the world.

The official existence of the legislature lasted two years,

commencing in November of 18G8. The governor waa

elected for a term of four years, and served three before he

absconded with his guilty gains. Pirates have been known

to land upon beautiful islands of the sea, and, with cutlass,
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dirk, and pistol, proclaim a government, pillage and murder

their inhabitants, and from the shelter of their harbors

sally forth on all the unarmed commerce that the winds and

the waves brought near them. Bandits have been known
to rule over the secluded wilds and fastnesses of moun-

tain ranges, and, with bloody hands, extort enormous ran-

soms for their prisoners ; but the pirate and the bandit

have not been worse or blacker in their spheres than the

Republican legislature and the Eepublican governor of

whom I am speaking were in theirs.

Sir, I hold in my hand the official statistics on which I

make this charge. The reports of the comptroller-general

of Georgia show that for eight years, commencing with

1855 and ending with 1862, there was expended for the pay
of members and officers of all her legislatures during that

entire period the sum of $866,385.53. This is the record

of her administration under the management of her own
citizens. During the two years existence of the Repub-
lican legislature, elected in 1868, the report of the comp-
troller-general shows that there was expended for the pay
of its members and officers the startling sum of $979,-

055, only a fraction less than $1,000,000. One legislature

is thus discovered to have cost $112,669.47 more than the

legislatures of eight previous years in the single matter of
its own expenses. There has been no increase in the num-
ber of members. On the contrary, there are fewer now
than under the former appointment.

In earlier times the clerk hire of the legislatures of that

State did not average over $10,000 per annum. That item
alone reached the sum of $125,000 for the one legislature

whose conduct I am discussing; more than equal to the

expenditures on- that account of any ten years of the pre-

vious history of Georgia. Her general assembly consists

of one hundred and seventy-five representatives and forty-

four senators, making two hundred and nineteen, taking
both branches together. The record discloses one hundred
and four clerks in the employ of this body while the -Re-
publican party had the ascendency there. One clerk for

every two legislators is a spectacle which I commend to
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the consideration of the American tax-pa^er and voter

everywhere. Who can doubt that such a body was organ-

ized for the purposes of robbery and extortion. There is

another high-handed outrage, however, in connection with

the payment of its members and officers which surpasses

the deeds of even a professional highwayman. The
children of the State did not escape. By the constitution

of Georgia the poll-tax of its people is made a part of the

common-school fund, and set aside as sacred to the cause

of education. Two hundred and fifty thousand dollars had
accrued from this source when the ill-omened legislature

of ISGS convened. Before it finally adjourned this whole
amount provided for the cause of learning and human pro-

gress was swept awa}'. jSTot a single dollar was left. An
appropriation for their own expenses placed it all in the

pockets of the members, clerks, and other officials. They
took this money, belonging to children white and black,

as pay for their own base services in the cause of universal

destruction, bankruptcy, and misery. They robbed the

rising generations of both races, deprived them of school-

houses and seminaries, and left them to grope their own
nnaided way out of the realms of ignorance.

The hand of the spoliator, at times in the history of

the world, has taken consecrated vessels from the altar and
plundered the sanctuary of God. Even the hallowed pre-

cincts of the grave have sometimes been invaded and the

coffin rifled of its contents ; but human villainy has sounded

no lower depth than was here fathomed, in stealing the

very books of knowledge from the youth of the land.

llaving given these evidences of inherent depravity, this

most memorable legislature proceeded naturally to its work

of more gigantic peculation, fraud, and corruption. The
limits of my time on this floor will permit me to bring for-

ward only a few of its deeds, but like the specimen ore of

the mines, they will satisfy the explorer that strata, veins,

lodes, and layers of rascality lie under the surface beyond.

The treasurer of Georgia, in his recent report, informs the

public that prior to the year 1868, and since reconstruction

commenced, there were issued in State bonds $5,912,500.
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He further states that he has ascertained the amount of

$13,756,000 to have been issued since the year 1868, and

then proceeds to say

:

" Governor Bullock had other large amounts under the

same act engrossed and sent him. But this ofHce does not

know what has become of them."

The treasurer has pushed his discoveries to nearly twenty

millions, and then finds that large amounts of other bonds
have been issued which are not registered, and which are

now in unknown hands. The extent of these floating, va-

grant liabilities may fairly be estimated by the character

and conduct of those who created them. Let us, however,

examine one transaction which will serve as a key to the

whole history of that legislature. A charter was granted
to construct what was to be known as the Albany and
Brunswick Railroad, a distance of two hundred and forty-

five miles. For this work the governor was authorized to

issue the bonds of the State to the extent of |23,000 per
mile, making a subsidy in money to one railroad corjjo-

ration of $5,639,000. The bonds have been issued, put
upon the market, the money realized from them, and their

redemption will fall upon the tax-payers of the State. In
the meantime the road has not been built, and the proceeds
of these bonds have gone into the coflfers of private indi-

viduals. This fact is not disputed; it stands confessed;

and no words of mine can darken the hues of its infamy or
increase the horror and indignation with which it will be
regarded by the American people.

Other railroad schemes followed in rapid succession as
the easiest method of plunder. The Macon and Brunswick
Eailroad, the South Georgia and Florida Eailroad, the
Cartersville and Van Wert Eailroad, the Georgia Air-line
Eailroad, the Cherokee Eailroad, the Alabama and Chatta-
nooga Eailroad, and many others, were all made the re-

cipients of subsidies from the State, by which uncounted
millions were stolen from the tax-payers. The traces of
vast sums of squandered money can be found on every
hand, except upon the railroad lines themselves, in whose
names the work of fraud and plunder was conducted.
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But while the legislature of Georgia was thus engaged

in its unparalleled career of crime, the governor, in his

sphere, was also busy, ,and by his individual deeds pro-

claimed to the world that a perfect harmony, not only

of political faith, but of official practices, prevailed be-

tween the executive and legislative branches of the

State government. He ranged in his peculations from the

smallest to the greatest objects and amounts ; from the

petit to the grand larcenies of this new era of felonies.

From a bill of §76,432.95 paid for extra printing to pai'tisan

newspapers, without warrant of law and without consid-

eration in work actually performed, up to the fraudulent

issue of State bonds by the million, nothing seems to have
been too small or too great to escape his eager eye or his

rapeious hand. He has left the impress of his grasp every-

where. But his exploits in connection with the State rail-

road will more especially be remembered by the people of

Georgia. This road, as I have heretofore stated, was built

by the State of Georgia nearly twenty years ago, from the-

city of Atlanta to Chattanooga. It connects the regions

of the Tennessee river and the lines of travel descending'

through them from the iSTorth with the cotton belt of the

South, and with five railroad routes which come up through

it and concentrate at Atlanta. It is one hundred and
thirty-seven miles long, and there is not a road of equal

length on this continent which is more important in its

trade and connections, or which is more valuable to its

owners under an honest and competent management. We
have seen that before the war its proceeds paid into the

treasury almost defrayed the entire expenses of the State

government, and in an official report, made July 1, 1867,

Colonel Jones, the treasurer of the State, and who had for

eight years received the earnings of this noble public work,

estimated its net products for the following year at

$600,000.

In February, 1870, General Bullock appointed one Foster

Blodgett, recently a claimant for a seat in the United

States Senate, superintendent of this road. He held that

position eleven months. During the entire term of his
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siiperiiitendency, he paid into the State treasury only

:$45,000 ; less than the net proceeds of one month before

he took the place. The repairs which the ravages of war

had made necessary had been completed at a heavy ex-

pense under the administration of Governor Jenkins. The

road was in good condition, and but few expenditures out-

side of the regular course of business were needed when
Blodgett assumed his ruinous control. Its freight and

"travel were greater than ever before, and yet its earnings,

as accounted for, were comparatively nothing. In 1867 we
:find it paying all expenses and yielding besides $50,000 per

month. At the same rate there are |500,000 now retained

in the hands of Blodgett and his accomplices. What an-

swer can be made to this ? Will any one pretend that such a

vast sum was properly expended in equipping a road already

•equipped, in repairing a road already repaired, in stockng a

road already stocked ? I find one item of expense which
may, however, indicate the character of them all. Twenty-
-one thousand dollars were paid as lawyers' fees to partisan

favorites for alleged legal services in behalf of this peace-

:able corporation during these disastrous eleven months of

its existence. It might perhaps more properly be said that

there was a division of a general plunder under the head
of expenses incurred. But the work of spoliation did not
stop with the close of Blodgett's management. A law was
obtained from the legislature of which I have spoken, au-

thorizing the road to be leased in the interest of Bullock
a,nd his friends. Under that law it has been leased for

$25,000 per month, about one-half of its real value. One
of the lessees under this most valuable contract is a mem-
ber of the present Cabinet, and was so when the lease was
made ; and another is a distinguished Republican member
of the other branch of Congress.

Sir, there was but one thing more to be done by this

shameless adventurer whom your policy has made governor
of Georgia against the consent of her people. He com-
pleted his record and finished his work by corrupting the
channels of justice. He rendered the courts powerless to
enforce the laws and punish criminals. The emissaries of
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convicted felons crowded bis antechambers and trafficked

with him for his pardoning power. The record shows that

the verdicts of juries were thus wiped out, the doors of the

prisons opened, and the guilty turned loose to prey again

upon the peace of society to an extent never before known
in American history, lie pardoned three hundred and
forty-six oifenders against the law, out of four hundred
and twenty-six who made application to him ! His am-
nesty for crime was almost universal. Indeed, his zeal in

behalf of those under indictment was so great that his

grace and clemenc}- was often interposed before the trial

of the culprit. He granted seven pardons in advance of

trial to one man in the county of Warren, who pleaded

them to seven separate indictments when he was arrested

and brought into court. This special object of favor is one

J. C. Xorris, who haunts committee-rooms and swears on
all occasions to fabulous outrages and the imperfect admin-

istration of the law in the South. As a spared monument
of Bullock's mercy, with manifold villainies unatoned for,

he i? always to be seen lurking around investigating com-
mittees, and pouring into their ears the black and concen-

trated malice of an apostate against a people whom he

hates because he has betrayed.

Other instances like this might be cited, but enough is

here shown to account for even greater disturbances than

any that have taken place in Georgia. The confidence of

all classes in the supremacy of the law was destroyed.

They saw the will of one unscrupulous man supplant all its

authority. It afforded them no security for life or property

when its most solemn decisions were set aside every day

in the j'car. Its uplifted hand was arrested in the court-

room before their indignant gaze, and the judicial blow

was averted from the guilty head of the law-breaker at the

bar. K the violence of the mob thereupon ensued, the

curse came from those who were charged with the execu-

tion of the laws, and who, instead of doing their duty, in-

terposed to shield villains, both before and after their con-

Tiction. If this is not the true philosophy of mankind, I

have studied its motives and its conduct all in vain.
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And now, Mr. Speaker, at this point I must take leave-

of the State of Georgia, her phindered treasury, her op-

pressed tax-payers, her raih'oad schemes of robhery, her

squandered school funds, and her mocked, insulted, and
baffled courts of justice. Other impoverished lields cry to-

us in piteous tones for redress, and have long cried in vain.

Let us at least for a few moments heai-kon to the story of

each one's woes, whether we are willing to enter into

righteous judgment with them or not.

I turn to South Carolina, once the proud land of Marion
and Sumter, now the most wretched State that the sun
shines on in its course through the heavens. There is no
form of ruin to which she has not fallen a prey, no curse
with which she has not been baptized, no cup of humilia-
tion and suffering her people have not drained to the dregs»

I am told that disorder has reigned in some counties within
her borders, and we behold martial law, worse than the
lawless tyranny of the dark ages, ravaging her firesides-

and scattering her households. Bad governments arc fruit-

ful of such calamitous results. History has taught this-

lesson in every age. The wickedness of corrupt rulers-

breeds outbreaks among citizens. IIow has South Carolina
been governed ? The Republican party has hekl undisputed
sway tliorc every hour since the overthrow of the rebellion.
Ilcr entire delegation in both branches of Congress belong
to the party now in power. Her State officers and legisla-
tures, of all colors, have been of the same political faith.

What are their works ? What trophies of progi-ess and
civilization do they bring to propitiate the judgment of
the world? Not one good deed adorns the polluted pages
of their record. At the close of the war, the valid debt of
the State amounted to $5,000,000. A committee of investi-
gation, in an official report made December 26, 1871, but a
few weeks ago, say :

" In regard to the State debt, the committee declare they
can not believe other than the fearful truth, which stares
us in the face, that the bonds and stocks printed by the
American Bank-note Company, $22,540,000, represent the
liabilities of the State, for which the faith and credit of
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the State, however unlawfully procured, has Loon pledged

for payment. The contingent liability incurred by railroad

ludorsonionts swells the total up to nearly twenty-nine mil-

lion dollars."

Add to this $10,000,000 more that is disputed as fraudu-

lent, and wo have an increase of $34,000,000 in the debt of

the State since it toll into the hands of its present destroy-

ers. All tlio lands in South Carolina are not worth over

$00,000,000—showing that more than every alternate acre

is now absorbed by her crushing and frightful indebted-

ness. If she was sold at public auction for two-thirds her ap-

praised value, she would scarcely more than meet the de-

mands that have been created against her within less than

seven years. The Xew York Tribune, of December 19,

1S71, announces that over six million dollars of her bonds

have been fraudidently issued by her Eepublican governor;

but no mode by which the toiling tax-payer can escape

their payment is pointed out to him. Taxation for the

support of a good government often becomes a grievous

burden, but when it springs directly and avowedly from

fraud and forgery, it is a curse intolerable and not to be

borne.

The Xew York Tribune also states that one ignorant and
mongrel general assembly of South Carolina drew from the

trea>iiry the enormous amount of §o83,C.J1.44 to defray its

own expenses for one session, and incurred a debt of §01,500

besides for furniture for the State-house which it so foully

di^LTiaced. A session of the lee;islatnre of the great State

of Ohio at the same time cost the people of that pros-

perous commonwealth but $00,000. This general assembly

of abject ignorance and irresponsibility, in South Carolina,

levied over four million dollars of taxes on the property of

the State. It was in view of these and kindred facts that

the Cincinnati Gazelle, with all its party fealty, was forced

to exclaim

:

" The common fame of the South Carolina legislature is

that it is a body in which no measure can be carried with-

out bribery, and in which bribery can carry any measure;

in which bribery is as much a part of legislation as the
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payment of Wii,2;cfl to a field-liaud in of niisiiii!; I'otton, niul

is almost as open, iind in which the g-reiiU'i- ])iirt of the

members regard it as the privilege of tiio oliit'e to plunder

the State in every ]iossible way.
" Governor Scott givoH some items going to conntonanco

this impression. lie says that the approjjriations I'or tho

legislative expenses of tho last session woi'o 1 100,000, whilo-

that of the Ohio legislatnte were but $00,000 ; that every

senator has his clerk, page, and messenger, all at heavy

pay; and besides, there is a horde of hangers-on, all ou

pay luider varions pretexts, and that there ai-e innnmerablo

leaks for the public money. In this we behold fhe gorge-

ousuess of the African nature when it can be indulged at

the expense of others, and tho avidity of the ]ioliti('al ad-

venturer who knows that his hay-nuiking sunshine will be

short.

" This will give a glimpse of the elements that have

multiplied the State debt with nothing to show lor it; of

the conditions which make the property-holders believe

that the taxes exacted from them are robbery; of a rnlo

odious to all the respectable iidiabitants of (he State, and of

conditions which excite both white and blaek inhaliilant3

to deadly hostility. These are some of the features of tho

Southern situation which have constrained us to remark
that Congress should not onl)' provide means i'or su|ipress-

ing violence in the late rebel States, but should make a
thorough and imjiartial inquiry into tho situation, in order

to find the real cause of these disorders."

Where is the man on the opjiosite side of this chamber
who has lilted up his voice in behait' of a (-borough and im-

partial inquiry in order to find tho real causes of disorder

in the South ? Tho greatest organ of your party prochiims

Governor Scott himself a forger of more than six million

bonds. He is said to bo investing large sums at JSTapoleiui,

Ohio, Avlioro his bomo in reality is, and where ho expects

to retire when ho is fully gorged with plunder. He went
to South Carolina for pillage and rapine, and will soon re-

turn with his spoils. Your policy emanaling from hero
made him governor. The virtue and tho talent of the State
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were proscribed by your laws. Alhidiiiijj to tlio cDiidition

of South Ciirulina, a low weoks since, one <it' her citizens

(Senator Sawyer) in the other branch of Congress used

the following strong language :

'• It is due to the circumstance that this large number of

men in the Southern States \Aore shut out from the possi-

bility of holding state and federal offices that we have hud

so many abuses in the local governments of those States.

It is due to that circumstance that in the State which I

have the honor in part to represent on this floor we have

to-day a State government which is a disgrace to civiliza-

tion. It is due to those disabilities, and to those disabili-

ties only, that we had not an ample field from which to

select honest, capable men for our local public offices, men
•who would liave made faithful officers, and who would have

been in complete harmony with the national administration

and the great Republican part}- on questions of public pol-

icy. Instead of that, what do we see to-day? A spectacle

alike disgraceful to the Eepublican party, under whose
banner and in whose name gross abuses have been perpe-

trated, and to the men who have thus stained it.s honor;

and yet senators desire us to continue a system which has

been fruitful of such results."

This was spoken by a leader of the Republican party, and
I call upon those who may regard my statements as over-

drawn, to carefully consider and weigh his testimony. lie

deliberately pronounces the Republican State government

of South Carolina " a disgrace to civilization." There she

stands, the result of your own handiwork, bankrupt in

money, ready to jilunge into the dismal gulf of repudiation,

ruined in credit, her bonds hawked in the markets for sale

in vain at ten cents on the dollar, her prosperity Ijlighted

at home and abroad; without peace, hapjiiness, or hope
;

and all her liberties stolen as well as her material sul)-

Btances. There she stands, with her skeleton frame and

withered deatli's-head, admonishing all the world of the

loath-ome consequences of a government fashioned in hate

and fanaticism, and founded upon the ignorant and vicious

classes of mankind. Ilcr sins may have been many and
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deep, and of the color of scarlet, yet they will become as

white as wool in comparison with those that have been

committed against her in the hour of her helplessness and

distress.

In North Carolina, the same scenes of misrule salute us

as Avo cross her borders. Her debt, in 1861 , was $9,G99,500.

A debt now of 134,000,000, without the ability to pay the

interest on it, |11,000,000 of her bonds besides declared to

have been fraudulent and void, her itcoplc groaning be-

neath unbearable taxation, and despair and gloom gather-

ing over their future, are the chiuf conscciuonces which

have befallen North Carolina under the policy and ascend-

ency of the Republican part}'.

Louisiana presents even a still more striking instance of

ecandalons and stupendous robbery. The official statistics

ehoM'' her to be in debt to the appalling amount of |50,-

540,206 ; all of which, except $10,099,074, has been created

in the degenerate days that have overtaken licr since the

war. The human mind, as it ponders over these figures,

recoils from the villainy which they necessarily involve.

The feeble State of Florida comes forward also with her

burden of complaint. When she fell into the clutches of

her new rulers she had a little debt of $221,000. Now her

liabilities reach the sum of $15,70^5,447.54, the paymeut of

which is utterly and totally beyond her power. She has

eufiered from draught and flood and worm, but the jtresence

of Repnblicau officials had been more damaging to her tluiu

them all combined. But I can go no further in the discus-

sion of these terrible details. Time and space would fail

me. I submit the following condensed table of figures,

and I defy their successful contradiction on this floor or

anywhere else

:

Alabama.—Debts and liabilities at the close of the war,
$5,939,(;r)4.87

; debts and Uabilities, January 1, 1872, $38,-

381,907.37.

Arbuina.^.—Debts and liabilities at the close of the war,
$4,03G,!)r)2.87

; debts and liabilities, January 1, 1872, $19,-

701,265.62.

Florida.—Debts and liabilities at the close of the war,
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^221,000; debts and liabilities, January 1, 1872, |15,763,-

447.51.

Georgia.—Debts and liabilities at tbe close of the war,

nominal; debts and liabilities, June, 1871, $50,137,500.

^Soe statement of Mr. Angler, treasurer of Georgia.)

Loumana.—Debts and liabilities at tbe ck>se of the war,

§10,0'j;t,074.34; debts and liabilities, June 1, 1871, includ-

ing the excess of expenditures over receipts, $50,540,-

20i;.'ji.

jVortli Carolina.—Debts and liabilities at the close of the

-war, §9.000,500; debts and liabilities, January 1, 1872,

$34,887.4(37.85.

South Carolina.—Debts and liabilities at the cloSe of the

war, §5,000,000 ; debts and liabilities, January 1, 1872,

§30.158,914.47.

Mississippi.—Debts and liabilities at the close of the war,

nominal ; debts and liabilities, January 1, 1871, about |2,-

000,000.

Tennessee.—Debts and liabilities at the close of the war,

§20,105,606.66; debts and liabilities, January 1, 1872, $45,-

688,2(3-3.4(3.

Tt:xas.—Debts and liabilities at the close of the war,

nominal ; debts and liabilities, January 1, 1872, $20,361,000.

Virginia.—Debts and liabilities at the close of the war,

$31,0-JS,144.50; debts and liabilities, January 1, 1872,

§45,480,542.21.

The present a'jsesscd value of the taxable property of

the States on ^\hom this vast mountain of delit has been

po fraudulently and so frightfully accumulated, is consider-

ably less than one-half what it was in 1860. It was not

merely the liberation of their slaves that wrought this

great change. Their system of labor was broken up, great

battles were fought in all their borders, their railroads were

destroyed, their towns and cities and cotton burned, and

every description of property handed over to the destruc-

tion of a fierce and implacable war. They emerged from

the desolating conflict fit objects for the wisdom and care

of a benevolent statesmanship, rather than as the proper
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prey of hungry jackals, who mangle and feed upon the

wounded after the battle. Their fate, however, in many
respects, surpasses in infamy and in misery the worst that

ever befell a conquered people.

Sir, what single benefit, what solitary blessing has been

bestowed on that devastated region in return for the hun-

dreds of millions of taxation which have been wrung from

it, and the yet greater burdens which still impend over its

struggling and impoverished inhabitants? Where is the

great public work that tells of the outlay of these immense

sums ? What deed of benevolence or honest fame has been

achieved? Other lands have been plundered by the op-

pressor, but none was ever left so naked and destitute of

every advantage arising from its own mighty contribu-

tions.

The great N'apoleon wasted the substance of France, and

consumed her vitals in the remorseless rage of ambition

;

he hurled the rising generations of his empire, one after

another, into the flaming vortex of war; he gave them to

the edge of the sword and to the unconquerable fury of

the elements; he palsied all the industries, and blighted

every field and fireside; the shadow of the tax-gatherer

and the conscript officer fell on every foot of French soil;

and yet convulsive sobs of grief shook the breasts of his

subjects when he fell, and the whole empire stood uncov-

ered at his bier when his dead body was brought back from

tropical seas to sleep in her bosom. Though he had op-

pressed France, he had given her glory in return. Though
he had taken with an unlicensed hand, he had adorned her

as a lover does the mistress of his heart; Stately buildings

reared their heads on high ; solid thoroughfares were opened

for the people; waste lands were drained and reclaimed;

education was fostered ; the arts and sciences were munifi-

cently patronized; and a code of laws was passed and pro-

mulgated which established and enforced domestic justice

and peace. She had these benefits of which to boast when
reminded of her awful saci-ifices.

And when Ceesar, the armed conqueror and spoliator of
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Lis own and other countries, lay in bloody funeral state in

the market-place, it was said of him with truth

:

"He hath brought many captives horae to Rome
Whose raosoms did the general coffers fill."

And—
"When that the poor have cried, Ca;sar hath wept."

And again the orator of his good deeds exclaimed

—

"Here is the will, and under CiEsar's seal.

To every Roman citizen he gives,

To every several man, seventy-five drachmas.
• »«*«•»
Moreover, he hath left you all his walks.

His private arbors, aud new-planted orchards

On this side Tiber; he hath left them you.

And to your heirs forever ; common pleasures,

To walk abroad, and recreate yourselves."

If he had plundered the Roman treasury, he had often

filled it again ; if his vaulting ambition brought sorrow to

the poor, he sympathized with them ; if his career was
etained with extortion, he expended his gains in beautify-

ing the Eternal City ; if he had robbed the people of their

sub.*tances in his lifetime, he provided that much of it

should return to them at his death. And if we turn from
the far-off regions of antiquity to the immediate present,

still we find no parallel to the evil administrations of the
South. "With what a clamor the corrupt practices of four

or five men in the city of ISTew York have been hailed for

many months past ! The air has been vocal ; the press has

resounded ; the telegraph has been made weary of its daily

burden ; and the accusing voice of self-righteous indigna-

tion has been universal and unceasing. The Democratic
party, it is true, crushed these men in an instant ; but still

the story of their offenses salute us everywhere. And yet

their work of extortion, compared to that in the South, is

the mote to the beam, the mole-hill to the mountain, the

speck in the sky to the cloud that overspreads aud darkens

the whole heavens. Their crimes, too, have a still further

mitigation in the comparison. If they enriched themselves,

they at lea.st did not take all. They made Xew York tho

wonder and the glory of modern civilization. If they
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robbed the people, they bestowed upon them, in return, a

city more magnificently adorned with public works than

Rome or Paris in their days of pride, of pomp, and of

power. Her glorious parks, her vast avenues, her newly

opened, solid, and far-reaching streets, will testify to after

ages that her officials bequeathed to her some compensa-

tion for the wrongs they inflicted upon her good name. No
such conduct illuminates a single page of the present epoch,

in the South. You look in vain from Hampton Roads to

the Bay of Galveston for a single monument erected to the

public good by that party which has so sternly and so cor-

ruptly governed in all that wide-spread region. No colleges,

seminaries, or schools founded and endowed with the treas-

ures that have been stolen ; no lofty edifices or durable

roads constructed ; no massive bridges thrown across wide

rivers ; no parched plains irrigated and made productive

;

no rice-swamps ditched and redeemed for cultivation ; no

canals cut in order to connect the natural channels of trade

and commerce ; no rivers improved or harbors made more
spacious and secure ; none of these works of utility and
patriotism relieve the monotonous desolation which un-

holy avarice and unrestrained oppression has stamped upon
the South. She has nothing to mitigate her degradation.

She has been stripped and robbed and left by the wayside.

Her effects, moneys, and credits have been transported to

other States and climes, to return to her no more forever.

Her well-favored and fat-fleshed kine, feeding in her

meadows, have been devoured. The frogs, the darkness,

the lice, and the locusts left more blessings behind them
in Egypt than this portion of the Republic has received

from its modern rulers.

Sir, I challenge the darkest annals of the human race

for a parallel to the robberies which have been perpetrated

on eleven American States. Ireland has been made to en-

rich many a lawless lord lieutenant sent over by England,
to govern that beautiful but unhappy island. The stories

of her wrongs and pillage have been said and sung in every
hamlet in the civilized world

;
yet her contributions to the
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cause of a wicked government have boon mere pittances

compared to what the South has been compelled to make.

Seventy years befoi'e the birth of Christ, Sicily was rav-

aged and despoiled by a consul of Rome. Though more

than nineteen centuries have come and gone since then,

yet the name of Verrcs retains all its freshness of immortal

infamy. He was prosecuted by the authority of the Roman
senate, and fled for an asylum to strange and foreign

lands. He died miserably in exile, and his dishonored dust

was not permitted to mingle with the soil of the Roman
republic. We find, however, in Middleton's Life of Cicero,

that all the peculations, extortions, bribes, and larcenies

charged upon Yerres during his entire administration of the

affairs of Sicily did not exceed §2,000,000—equal to only one-

third of the amount for which the Tribune of iJTew York
says Governor Scott fraudulently issued the bonds of South

Carolina in a single transaction. The basest Roman con-

sul, whose name is preserved on the pages of the historian,

becomes respectable by the side of a Southern governor

nnder the present policy of this government. The crimes

of Warren Hastings, as the ruler of distant and conquered

colonies, have long been the theme of swelling periods and

lofty declamation. There was much in his situation to ex-

tenuate his offenses. He was charged by his government

to hold its valuable possessions on the opposite side of

the globe. He was in the midst of fierce, revengeful, and

undying hostilities. He was surrounded by a race with

which he had no bond or tie of blood or of language. It

was perfidious and cruel, and mocked at the faith of trea-

ties. But even admitting that his guilt was as great as it

was painted by the flaming imagination of Burke or the

impassioned rhetoric of Sheridan, yet all the burdens he

imposed upon all the East Indies do not equal those which

have been fastened upon the two States of Georgia and

Louisiana alone since the disastrous dawn of reconstruc-

tion.

Sir, on the facts which I have stated, I invoke the judg-

ment of the country. What right have you to expect

peace and order in a land whose rulers are lawless felons ?
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When did a bad government ever fail to produce wicked-

ness and crime ? Do you expect the people to obey the

laws when their officials do not ? Do you expect them to

love and reverence a government whose policy has made
them bankrupt and miserable ? Do you wonder that they

become restless, desperate, and disobedient, as they daily be-

hold the fruits of their toil stolen in the name of their

government? Are you amazed at scenes of violence, out-

rage, bloodshed, and cruel vengeance, when the executive

of a State sets aside the entire administration of j ustice ?

Rather should you be filled with astonishment at the for-

bearance and moderation you have witnessed. If the fore-

most agents in the work of Southern ruin and destruction,

since the close of the war, had been driven from that coun-

try by its plundered citizens, who now would rise up here

and condemn the act? In the disorders which afflict the

South, the philosophic mind beholds the inevitable results

of well-known causes. Had you sown the seeds of kind-

ness and good-will, they would long ere this have blossomed

into prosperity and peace. Had you sown the seeds of

honor, you would have reaped a golden harvest of content-

ment and obedience. Had you extended your charities

and your justice to a distressed people, you would have
awakened a grateful affection in return. But as you have
planted in hate and nurtured in corruption, so have been

the fruits which you have gathered.
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AMERICAN REUTIONS WITH SPAIN AND
CUBA.

[A speech delivered in the House of Representatives, Febrnary 23, 1872,

on a " Bill making appropriations for the consular and diplomatic ex-

penses of the government, for the jear ending the 30th of June, 1873."]

Mr. Speaker:—I desire to submit some remarks upon
the subject of our relations with the kingdom of Spain, and

I have sought this opportunity to do so because they would

be in order upon this bill. In the measure now pending

we have made haste to pay our compliments to the fore-

most despotic power on earth. In the face of grave and

delicate complications we have been extraordinarily gra-

cious to the empire of Eussia. I pass by that matter ; I

raise no objections at this stage of the bill on this account.

I think there is much of affectation in the eager friendship

displayed by the great American Republic for the gigantic

and despotic barbarian of Northern Europe, whose in-

stincts, traditions, and institutions are all against every as-

piration of human liberty. Some things I might say under

other circumstances on this point which at this time I

waive.

I stand here, however, to utter in this connection, as it

seems to me most appropriate to do, a voice in behalf of a

struggling, down-trodden, suffering, and oppressed people.

If this bill can receive the sanction of the House, convey-

ing, as it does, the highest compliment this government can

pay to the strongest despotism in the world, I deem it a

very fitting and proper time for us to express our traditional

sympathy with those who are struggling and bleeding for

liberty in other quarters of the globe. I shall withhold my
assent to this bill. I shall do so because it contains an ap-

propriation to sustain the consulship at Havana, in the
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island of Cuba. As long a,s that officer does not receive

the respect of the Spanish authorities, and can not secure

safety to American citizens or American interests, just so

long I will withhold my sanction from any appropriation

of money to continue diplomatic relation with the govern-

ment of Spain.

The power of Spain is gradually vanishing from the

American hemisphere, and her retiring footsteps are

bathed in blood, as was her advancing march nearly four

hundred years ago. On the 10th day of October, 1868, a

revolution broke out in the island of Cuba, a country em-

bracing nearly forty-three thousand square miles of terri-

tory, inhabited by more than one and a half million people.

It was a revolt against the oppression and accumulb,ted

•wrongs of centuries. It was a blow inspired by ages of

misrule, cruelty, crime, and indifference to human rights.

I speak to-day for practical purposes. A short time since

I introduced resolutions into this body, and asked for action

upon them. If I had been able at that time to explain to

the House the points I desired to establish, I believe this

popular and more generous branch of the American Con-

gress would have given the sanction which I asked. I be-

lieve whenever the question then presented is again raised,

this House will act favorably upon the principles I therein

set forth.

The members of this House, however allied to parties, or

shaken by the ephemeral questions of the hour, are all, I

fondly imagine, responsive to the cries and entreaties of a

people fighting against desperate odds to break the chains

of a bondage as old as the discovery of the New World,
and as brutal as the darkest days of Philip II. I appeal to

the hearts and the judgments of men, and not to the inter-

ests or organizations of parties. The facts which are in

my possession, and with which I have to deal, lift me up
to that high level where I hear the voice of the oppressed

Cuban saying, in beseeching tones, " Do unto others as you
would have them do unto you."

Sir, if the people of Cuba are in arms against Spain, the
first question will be whether they have cause for their
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conduct. I am ready to answer this natural inquiry. I

hold in my baud a statement of Manuel Uocarra, the colo-

nial minister of Spain. He will not l>e .-^u-pected of stating-

the case too strongly against the government of which he

is a high and important official. At Madrid, on the 10th

of September, 1S09. almost a year after the commencement
of the Cuban revolution, it was justified by this distin-

guished Spanish officer in the following official language :

"A deplorable and pertinacious tradition of despotism^

which, if it eonld ever be justified, is without a shadow of

reason at the present time, intrusted the direction and man-
agement of our colonial establishment to the agents of

the metropolis, destroying, by their dominant and exclusive

antbority. the vital energies of the country, and the cre-

ative and productive activity of free individuals."'

He expresses it well: 'A deplorable and pertinacious

tradition of despotism" has followed the flag of Spain

wherever it has cursed her colonial possessions. Liberty

has withered at her approach, and humanity has shuddered

at her horrible and sanguinary lust of power and of gold.

To the student of history she appears in all her dealings

with her colonies without conscience, pity, or remoi^e.

Xeed I stop here to discuss this and cite illustrations?

Xeed I pause to recall the sickening and appalling career

of Srain in Xorth and South America, and in the West
Indie- ? The atrocities of the Spanish gold-seeker, the

enslaver, the murderer, the ravisher, and the pirate by land

and sea of the sixteenth century, will never fade from the

memories of men. They have committed the Sjanish

name to everlasting infamy in the western world. Cuba
has been from the tirst a conspjicuous victim of the rapacity

and despotism of .Spain. Slie has been a Spanish colony

from the discovery of Columbus, and that statement alone

reveal- her miserable fate. She has had no representation

in the home government. She has no council of her own

;

no voice in her local affairs. She has been taxed as no

other people have been in human history. She has been

made a servile deptendency for the purpose of pouring

treasure into the coffers of a distant government. She has
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had a consul-general upon the island, with powers as lofty,

as arbitrary, as difficult to appeal from as the edict of his

royal master. The people of Cuba revolted against such a

condition. Am I wrong in supposing that the great heart

of the American people is in earnest sympathy with a

people thus wronged striving to achieve their liberties ?

Am I wrong in supposing that the representatives of a Re-

public here assembled can not be indifferent to the fate of

such a people in such a cause ?

But it has emanated in various ways, and from time to

time from the Department of State, that the struggle in

Cuba was of small moment ; that it did not rise to the dig-

nity and proportions of a war. Upon this question I ask

the candid attention of this body. I conceive there is no
subject on which the public mind of this country is so little

informed as on this. We are almost wholly ignorant of the

magnitude of the struggle for liberty now taking place

within sight of the American coast. Within sixty miles

of American soil there is a contest for freedom at this hour
that has had no parallel in the history of mankind for

many centuries. I speak advisedly, and from a full kuowl-
•edge of the facts. I hold in my hand Spanish authorities

to sustain me. On the 5th day of December, 1869, the

president of the council made a statement to the Cortes of

Spain in regard to the forces and material of war sent to

Cuba since the commencement of the insurrection. He
«poke as follows

:

" Last Saturday, Senor !N"avarro Rodrigo addressed cer-

tain inquiries to the minister of war which I could not an-

swer immediately. I said, however, that there had gone
to Cuba some thirty thousand men, and to-day I will read,

a statement of the land and sea forces, and of the material

which has gone to Cuba since the revolution, because this

proves the vitality and. energy of the government and of

all Spain exercised in the preservation of the island of

Cuba.

" The first forces which went there were 771 volunteers
;

then 5,400 men of the regular service ; afterward, the series

of battalions which were asked for by General Dulce (may
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he rest in peace '.). 1.000 went from Baza, 1,000 from Clii-

clana, 1,000 from San Quiutin, and 1,000 from ?ii[ianca>. who
were so thoroughly equipped that they were able to take

the field immediately on their arrival. Since that the suc-

cessive departures have reached a total of 20,900 of the

army of the peninsula: of marines, 2,0i;>0
; of recruits.

1.371: and of volunteers, 9,563; which gives a total of

34.;)00 men, according to the accompanying statement. I

would call attention to the fact that this immense sum
would represent a great effort for any nation whatever.

•• The following is a statement of the forces embarked
for the island of Cuba since the beginning of November,
ISO?, when the intelligence of the insurrection ar-

rived :

Enlisted volunteers of the conscription fdnds 771

Znliiied from the army - 5,411

Ea:;alion of the chaistrcrs of Baza, preserving their peninsular organ-

ization ~ - 1,000

BattaliuD of the chaiseurs of Chiclana 1.000

BattalioQ of San Qnintin 1 COO

Battalion of Simancas - 1,000

Sijrt'n baiia_on of marines. — 050

Volunteers from the army 4o6

Battalion chasseurs of Leon, with peninsular organization 1,003

Battalion chasseurs of Aragon, organized with regular troops.-.- 1,0' '2

Banalion chasseTirs of Andalusia, organized with regular troops - 1.000

Ba::.il:on chasseurs of Anteqjra, organized as they were io the pen-

insula— 1.000

From the regular army 651

Battalion of Catalan volunteers, organized and equipped in Barce-

lona, and two companies of guides from Madrid 1,206

from different arms of the army - 476

Battalion chasseurs of Beas, oriranized with regular troops 1,000

From different arms of the army - 420

From the Basque provinces- 600

Becmits - — 2-0

First battalion of third regiment marines tj50

From the army - 1,5(0

Pizzaro chasseurs- 1,0{'0

Hernan Cortes chasseurs 1,000

From special arms of the service ~ 500

Recruits - 140

Battalion of marines.- 650

From the army - 547
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Battalion of marines 650-

First battalion volunteers of Madrid 1,049

Half second battalion volunteers of Madrid; 506

Battalion volunteers of Covadonga 1,000

Battalion volunteers of Cadiz 820'

Battalion volunteers of Santander 1,00ft'

Second battalion volunteers of Barcelona 1,037

Belonging to the second half of the second battalion of volunteers of

Madrid, of Cadiz, recruits, and Basque contingent 1,310'

Third battalion of volunteers of Barcelona 1,035

Total 34,500

" There have gone also 14 ships of war, amotig them twa
iron-clad frigates; a complete equipment for a regiment of

mountain artillery, with 24 pieces, 24 caissons for ai-tillerj

of 8 centimeters bore; 20 Krupp steel guns of 8 centi-

meters bore; 4,000 projectiles for the same; 5,000 kilo-

grams of powder; 7,400,000 cartridges of 14J caliber,

model of 1857 and 1859; 1,000,000 metallic cartridges for

needle-guns; 10,500,000 caps; 15,000 kilograms of lead;

9,600 carbines, model of 1857; 3,600 muskets, model of
1859; 8,000 Enfield rifles; 3,000 Berdan ; 500 short car-

bines; 1,000 lances; 2,000 sabers.

" This is an amount of material which seems impossible
to have gone from Spain.

" There have been sent 12,530 different articles, composed
of medicine-chests, mattresses, etc.

"Fifteen hundred seamen have also gone. I hope Senor
ISTavarro will be satisfied with my explanation."

Sir, this is an immense force to transport across the At-
lantic ocean, and implies a fearful struggle. But, large as
it is, our well-informed minister to Spain, writing from
Madrid, December 29, 1869, says:

" There is no doubt that the estimate is much below the
number of troops raised for service in Cuba since the in-

surrection."

Every effort has been made to conceal the real magni-
tude of the conflict, and yet it is officially confessed that
an army and navy nearly forty thousand strong were
launched from the shores of Spain against this American
island during the first year that the banner of revolt waved
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over hot. This does not include the regalar troops already

there, the Yolonteers that were raised, and the vessels of
war in Cuban waters when the yoke of Spain was first re-

sisted. The American minister. General Sickles, trans-

mitted to his government the following statement, under
<iate of December 29> 1869. Its correctness has never been
'Called in question:

£simmU ^ tin ^^mtisk fortts amqtosing tke Arwy nf Omba, ampUei
Jrom a« sMtmemi pHbUsied in Im Bmia tff Deeembv 26, 1869. oiul

from mmj-^IcmU «(>iirre« «(f utfmrmutHim.

The strenj^ ofIwttaHoiis, bAtteries, and sqaadioos conforms to the r^o-
htions of the Spknish serriee.

Infre^ry.

ISg^t legiments of iD&ntry of the Gne, two battalions of 800 each— 12,800

Twen^^ve battahoas of light in&ntrr. 1,000 each.» 23,000

TintbattaKoiisof the guard, all veterans, l.OOOeach. 2,000

Two battalions of militia (^timated) 1,600

Eleven battalions of inftntiT-, organixed in Cuba (estimated to be the

same scrength as peninsnlar light infiuitrx) 11,000

Total— 5^400

JrUUtry.

One icipawat, two battalions of four batteries each—ught compa- .

ies, 1,000; one regiment of mountain artilleij, two battahonsd
four batteries eadt—«j^t companies, 1,000. . 2,000

Field artilkiy being oigaiiiied, force notstited-

Cbcofry.

TweB^>4T« squadrons—fiAy companies of one hundred and fifty

each (full strength in Spanish armj) 7,300

One battalion—tea companies of one hondred and fifty each.——™ 1,300

Marimes.

Foot battalions — 4,000

$7,400

Besides these forws in the field, there are more than forty thousand

Tolaateer troops doing gurison duty..».—...........—.....»........ 40.000

Grand toiaL..». »• 107,400
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Becapiiulation.

Infantry, fifty-six battalions •.
52,400

Artillery, four battalions, sixty-four guns 2,000

Cavalry, twenty-five squadrons 7,500

Engineers, one battalion 1,500

Marines, four battalions 4,000

Volunteers doing garrison duty 40,000

Total 107,400

Who will say tliat an army of one hundred and sevea

thousand four hundred men operating in an area not so

large as the State of New York, does not signify an actual

war of vast proportions and of the most destructive char-

acter? This fact defies and silences controversy on that

point.

It may be said, however, that this display of strength

occurred in the first year of the revolution ; that the gov-

ernment of Spain accomplished its purposes of subjugation,

and that the dimensions of the war have dwindled away
since then. I submit official documents to establish th&

contrary. Seventeen months after the transmission of the

estimate of forces which I have just given, the American
minister made the following communication to this govern-

ment

:

[No. 349]

" Legation of the United States,

"Madrid, May 30, 1871.

"Sir:—In a recent conversation with a distinguished

Spanish general, whose ofiicial employments aflbrd him
ample means of accurate information, he told me that

more than forty million dollars had been expended for

military purposes during the past year in Cuba. He did

not state whether or not this large sum included any por-

tion of the amount disbursed for the fleet of gun-boats

maintained in those waters especially with reference to the

insurrection.

" My informant added that the aggregate force under
arms exceeded one hundred thousand men, more than half

of whom were regular troops, and that the losses of the

army of Cuba, from the various casualties of the service.
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exoeoiled eighteen thousand men. It was his impression

that the insurgent foree did not number more than six

thousand of all arms.
" I hear from trustworthy sources, likely to be well in-

formed, that the insurgents have lost no ground of im-

portance; that their troops are better armed and better

disciplined than heretofore ; and that in several recent ac-

tions they have gained considerable advantages over the

Spanish troops, many of whom are represented as deserting

to the insurgents. Reports of the most cruel severities

against prisoners of war and against non-combatants, per-

petrated by both parties, continue to reach Madrid.
" The consul at Cadiz informs me that several detachments

, of troops, destined for service in Cuba, have embarked
from that port within the past two months.

" I am, etc., " D. E. Sickles."

The " distinguished Spanish general " who gave this

striking information was Serrano himself. There is no

higher authority in the kingdom of Spain. It is thus

proven from his lips that less than nine months ago the

Spanish forces in Cuba exceeded one hundred thousand

men ; that more than one-half of them were regular troops

;

that the war for the preceding year had cost more than

forty million dollars, and that the loss of men in the service

during the same period had exceeded eighteen thousaiid.

I pause to inquire whether this denotes actual war or not.

"Will the Department of State answer? These facts are all

jknown to the authorities of this government. Do they

constitute a state of war in which two parties instead of

only one must be recognized 113- the nations of the earth ?

That is the question which I press home, and to which I

shall continue to demand an answer.

But the evidence on this point goes even further. ^Vithin

the last five months, on the 22d day of September, 1871,

the old Spanish organ, the Diario <h la Jllariiia, at Havana,

contained an appeal to the home government for thirty

thousand additional re-enforcements with which to enter

upon the autumn campaign, of which the following is a

translation

:
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"As autumn approaches we find that the emigrants

(Cubans) appear to be disposed to send all the aid they

possibly can to the rebels; that they possess for the pur-

pose five or six steamers of different nationalities, to be

used in bringing a few more drops of 6il to keep the lamp

of the rebellion from going out; that almost all the rebel

bands have been reconcentrated in the eastern department

and at Las Tunas, undoubtedly disposed to improve every

opportunity for doing evil.

" The rebellion of Tara vs^ill soon celebrate its third an-

niversary, and its partisans will repeat in all languages, in

America and in Europe, in the island of Cuba and in Spain,

that it has entered into its fourth year of war, that the re-

bellion is invincible, and that, sooner or later, we shall have

to give up the ground to them.

"We well know the latter will not take place; but we
wish at the same time that the armed struggle be not pro-

longed any further than the winter campaign. To accom-

plish this, it is necessary to proceed with untiring activity

and with indomitable energy. It is necessary to perfectly

guard our coasts and to cover with troops all the territory

around the rebellion. In order to obtain the former we
need three or four more ships of the speed and conditions

of the Churruca and the Tornado; to realize the second,

we insist on askiVig.the government of his Majesty, which

is as much interested as we are that the peace of the coun-

try be re-established, that, over and above the ten thousand

men now ready, to send ten thousand more, and even

twenty thousand would be a hundred times better.

" "We are fully persuaded—and we say it with all frank-

ness, because the truth can not in any manner prejudice a

cause so noble and holy as that which we defend—we are

fully persuaded that the want of four or six thousand men
disposable at the will of the captain-general of the island

has been the cause that the rebellion has not received, on

determined occasions, a final blow, and our conscience de-

mands of us to do all that is humanely possible that this

may not recur.

" Obeying this call of conscience, considering ourselves
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the interpreter of the general sentiments of all the Span-

iards of Cuba, we ask that the government may send twenty

thousand men at least, and if, to maintain those men, ex-

traordinary resources should bo necessary, we will not lack

the valor to demand, and oven to exact, the means of those

Avho are able to furnish them."

I am informed that this call has been responded to on the

part of Spain with large re-enforcements. With over one

hundred thousand in May of last year, as I have shown,

these new troops, in September or later, convey to all candid

minds the idea of a terrible and prolonged contest. In

addition, however, to all this, Spain has had for nearly two
years past over fifty vessels of war, carrying over two
hundred guns, beleaguering every inlet and approach to

that beautiful but ill-fated island. Is the revolution at an

€nd? I see in the telegrams of this morning that another

iron-clad minister of destruction has been added to the

Spanish fleet in that quarter. Sir, the island of Cuba is in

a state of siege. A vast army is on her soil. She is en-

vironed with destruction. She is encompassed with death.

Her citizens are given up to slaughter. Her fields are laid

waste. Her cities are pillaged and torn by the license of a

brutal military mob. Every aspiration for liberty is treated

as the basest crime and punished with sanguinary ferocity.

How long must this be so? Cuba is an American island;

she is simply a detached portion of American soil. I speak

not now, however, for annexation. No one on my own side

of the House need be alarmed for fear of an increase to our

negro population. I speak to-day for recognition, for Cuban
independence, for Cuban liberty and free government. I

etand within the plain principles of public law, and plead

for their application and enforcement..

It is claimed, however, by the enemies of Cuban inde-

pendence that though the war has been prolonged, yet no

great battles have been fought. Even if this were true it

would prove nothing except the wisdom with which in-

ferior forces are handled in the face of heavy odds. Great

wars, great in their principles and in their results, have

often taken place without being marked by great battles.
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There were long lapses duriiig our own Revolution Avhen

AVashington did not offer or accept battle. And even

\vlieu he fought some of his most important actions, they

were mere skirmishes judged by the gigantic conflicts of

modern days. Trenton was not a great battle viewed in

this light. There were hut few engaged, and only sixty-

three Americans fell, yet it is a bright, immortal landmark

of liberty upon the highway of history. No doubt the-

ministers of George III. often sneered at Washington be-

cause he did not engage their forces whenever and wherever

they wished a battle to take i>lace.

No doubt the enemies of Rome proclaimed her feeble*

ness and speed}' overthrow whenever Fabius resorted to his

wise and patient art of warfare. But if it is contended that

the Cubans ha\-e no troops in the field because they have not

sought to engage the full strength of the Spanish army,

that proposition proves too much. Does it require a

hundred thousand armed men, elaborate fortifications, vast

trains of field and siege artillerj', and a fleet with two
hundred and fifty guns to hold in quiet subjection an un-

armed population of only one million and a half? If so,

it discloses a military despotism so vast and so horrible

that the united voice of civilized mankind should go up
against it. It would show that tbe government of Spain

did not receive the voluntary submission of a single foot

of Cuban soil; and indeed this is almost literally true now.

Beyond the point of the bayonet Spanish authority does

not extend. It appears to me from all the lights before

me that the native-born, the crcole population, intend to

be free or be buried in a ruined and devastated country.

Sir, if I have shown snfiiciently the magnitude of this war
between Spain and the people of Cuba, let us next examine

how it has involved the honor and safety of American inter-

ests. Our intercouse with Cuba has necessarily' been close and

constant; our trade has been great; our citizens in all tbe pur-

suits of life have frequented her at all times ; she teems with

the most bounteous gifts of nature ; her productive capacities

are almost boundless ; she is a prolific post of conimci-ce,

and American vessels have naturally swarmed about her
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coasts. In c(Mmection with these well-known circum-

stances, I call the attention of the House and the country

to the following atrocious proclamatiou of Domingo Dulce,

then captain-general of Culja :

[Translation— Official.]

"Superior Political Goverx.mext

OF THE Province of Cuba.
" It being necessary for the better service of the state,

and with the firm determination that the insurrection

already held in check by the force of arms in the interior

shall receive no exterior aid that may contribute to it*

prolongation, and to the ruin of property, industry, and
commerce, using the extraordinary and discretional power
in me vested by the supreme government of the nation,

I decree the following

:

'•Vessels which may be captured in Spanish waters or

on the high seas near to the island, having on board men,,

arms, and munitions, or eflects that can in any manner
contribute, promote, or foment the insurrection in this

province, whatsoever their derivation and destination, after

examination of their papers and register, shall be de facto

considered as enemies of the integrity of our territory,

and treated as pirates, in accordance with the ordinances

of the navy.

" All persons captured in such vessels, without regard to

their number, will be immediately executed.

"Do.MiNGO Dulce.
"Havana, 3Iarch 24, 1869."

Who could fail to foresee the results of such a decree as

this ? The veseels seized, and the efi'ects with which they

were laden, were to be passed upon and their character

determined by Spanish ofiicials. To them belonged the

task of adjudging whether such vessels and their cargoes

might "in any manner contribute, promote, or foment the

insurrection," and of denouncing against their passengers

and crews the instantaneous fate of i)irates. It is claimed

that this infamous decree has been rriodiiied ; but I shall

show that American citizens were shot to death under it

without trial, and protesting their innocence and their
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nationality. But liow has it affected American commerce

and the honor of the American flag ? I can not recall the

oveuts of the last three years in the waters of the "West

Indies without feelings of shame and indignation. Seven

American vessels have been boarded and seized by the

powerful naval forces of Spain. Seven times the colors

that we proudly imagine are known and honored in every

clime and on every sea, have been hauled down under the

menace of Spanish guns. The Mary Powell, Lloyd Aspin-

wall, the Champion, the Lizzie Major, the Fulton, the

Florida, and the Hornet constitute a catalogue of degra-

dation which can never be forgotten. May the spirits of

Lawrence and Decatur, at no distant day, walk the deep,

and wipe out, in the blood of the Spaniard, the disgrace

which excites only a feeble protest now from the authori-

ties of this government.

But by what pretext has this constant national humili-

ation been inflicted on us? This brings me to the con-

sideration of the treaty of 1795. By that instrument

the United States has conceded to Spain, under certain

circumstances, the right to search American vessels on the

high seas This right, however, is simply that of a bellig-

erent under the law of nations, and in order that she may
lawfully exercise it, she must admit that she is engaged' in

actual war. By the exercise of this right, she does adinit,

beyond cavil or evasion, a state of war between her and

her revolted subjects of Cuba. Spain is absolutely es-

topped on this question. This government should compel

lier to admit that she seized the vessels I have named as a

Tielligerent engaged in war with another power, having

also belligerent rights, or declare war against her inside of

the next sixty days. This is a logical conclusion from
which, there is no escape ; nor has the Seoretpiry of State

been blind to it. He has repeatedly called the attention

of the authorities of Speiin to it, but he has stopped there.

He has seen the path of duty, but he has shrank from
walking in it. He has beheld the right and pursued the

wrong.

Sir, is Spain engaged in war? If she is not, we stand
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dissyraced before the nations of the earth for her insults to

our flag'. If she is, and claims her riglita under the treaty

of 1795, k^t us say so, and then extend a proper recogni-

tion to the other party to the conflict. Short of this is

national dishonor. "When we submit under that treaty to

the seizure and search of our vessels, are we afraid to say

that there is another party to the strife which makes our

submission necessary and lawful ? If Spain is a bellig-

erent, and has belligerent rights, so has the republic of

Cuba, however sore and hard pressed may be her condi-

dition. If there is one belligerent, there are two, and it is

more than the fullness of time for this government to have

the courage and the consistency to proclaim that fact to

the world.

But how has this war still further affected American in-

terests ? The conduct of Spain toward American citizens

who have fallen into her power, has been most inhuman
and barbarous. Let me revive some bitter but whole-

some recollections. I speak with the official records in

my hand. Charles Speakman was born in Aurora, Indi-

ana, the (own where my distinguished colleague [Mr. Hol-

man] resides. He was an humble man, but was entitled to

the protection of his government at every hazard, as

much so as if he had borne her proudest titles. The
proof shows that he shipped from New York as a sailor

for the port of Falmouth, Jamaica, with not the remotest

intention of landing in Cuba. The vessel, however, was
run ashore on that island, and he was left unarmed and

alone. He surrendered himself to the first persons he met.

There was no pretense that he was engaged in hostilities.

lie had harmed no one. Yet he was taken into custody

at nightfall, and the next morning as the sun was rising

he died, shot to death by Spanish musketry, crying out

with his dying breath that he was an American citizen,

innocent of any offense toward Spain, and in the peaceful

pursuit of his own lawful affairs. His aj)peal died away

in the air ; the soil drank up his blood. Then the two na-

tions corresponded about it in the most decorous and vo-

luminous manner, and more than a year afterward we were
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gravely informed by the Spanish minister that his govern-

ment had decided that Charles Speakman Avas lawfully ex-

ecuted on the morning of the 17th of June, 1869. I have

carefully studied all the details of this case. It was a

sickening and revolting murder. Even the Spanish gov-

ernor of Santiago de Cuba at the time did not pretend to

justify it, but alleged that he could not prevent it on ac-

count of the ferocity of the mob. Albert Wyeth fell at

the same time and in the same inhuman manner. He was

a young man from Chambersburg, Pennsylvania, but

twenty years of age. Out of health, he sailed as he sup-

piosed for Jamaica. His death Avithout trial, and in the

face of his protestations, followed immediately upon his

iinexpected landing on the coast of Cuba. But these young
men are not alone in their miserable fates. I have here a

list of eight American citizens who have been put to death

by Spain in Cuba without trial, and while, as they pro-

tested, they were engaged in their lawful and peaceful

pursuits. I find their names in the official correspondence

between the government that butchei'ed them and their

own government, that stood by consenting to their death.

Is this a pleasant theme on which to dwell ? Does it not

bow every American head with shame, and cause every

American heart to throb with grief and rage ? But it is

not the dead alone who call for redress. Turn to i»ages 14

and 15 of Executive Document No. 108, Forty-first Con-

gress, second session, and you will find the names of thirty-

nine pei'sons, said to be American citizens, who have been

"Condemned by the Spanish authorities in Cuba to imprison-

ment as long as hostilities continue in that island. Some
of them are ladies with familiar American names. They
are in prison now. At this moment they are watering the

bread of their captivity with their bitter, unavailing tears.

Their sentences declare that they are to remain prisoners

during the war. Who will tell me the duration of their

punishment? Let this appalling fact be engraven upon
your memories. From the same document I quote another
list of twenty persons claiming to be American citizens,

whose property has been confiscated or embargoed during
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the hostilities ii> Cuba. Ou page !!• of Executive Docii-

meut Xo. 7, Forty-lirst Congress, second session, will be

found a decree of Domingo Dulce, issued April 1, 1869,

forbidding contracts for the sale of property in Cuba from

and after that date, whereby the trade and commerce of

the United States has been seriously impaired, and many
of her citizens ruined in their fortunes. If there is any

further mode not yet adopted by Spain for the expression

of her contempt for this country, for her honor, her flag,

her commerce, the lives and the liberty of her citizens, it

lies beyond the range of my imagination.

But, in this connection, another dreadful feature of this

horrible war starts into view. What has been the conduct

of Spain toward the people of Cuba, on whom she is mak-
ing war because they love the examples of liberty by which

they are surrounded ? Now and then, in the history of the

human race, the great heart of the world has been shocked

by the unlicensed barbarities of war. The atrocities of

Spain call for universal emotion and protest and action

throughout the civilized nations of the earth. I have here

the names of eighteen hundred and twenty-eight people

who have been executed for political oftenses since the

beginning of the rebellion in Cuba. Kot only their names,

but their places of residence, their occupations, and the

dates of their deaths are all carefully given and published

to the world. In another list are contained the names,

residences, and occupations of twenty-six hundred and

fifty more, who are known to have been seized by the

authoritic:^ of Spain, and whose fate is unknown. No

;

it is not unknown. They have, with but few exceptions,

been massacred. They have gone to join the innumerable

armies of freedom's martyrs in eternity. Here, then, is a

dark and mournful column of forty-four hundred and sev-

enty-eight Cubans, exterminated for political oftenses; not

slain upon the battle-field—not stricken with arms in their

hands, but torn from their daily avocations, and hurried to

ruthless and ignominious deaths. In addition to this fright-

ful record, one hundred and forty-five Cubans have been

condemned to death who are out of the reach of their ene-
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mies. Seven hundred and seventy-seven men, v^^omen, and

children have been transported as convicts to penal colo-

nies on the coasts of Africa and elsewhere. Their names,

residences, and many of the details in each case are here

before me. Some of them, people of culture and refine-

ment, are to-day working in chain-gangs with the vilest

criminals beneath the sun. Among them are planters, mer-

chants, mechanics, lawyers, clergymen, and physicians, and

the representatives of all the useful classes of human soci-

ety. Can we know these facts and remain unmoved ?

If any one, however, doubts that such inhuman deeds

can receive the sanction of Spain, I will call his attention

to an official proclamation, which truly and faithfully con-

tains the spirit of this war. It is as follows, and bears it»

own date

:

"Bayamo, April 4, 1869.

"Inhabitants of the country! The re-enforcements of

troops that I have been waiting for have arrived; with

them I shall give protection to the good, and punish

promptly those that still remain in rebellion against the

government of the metropolis.

" You know that I have pardoned those that have fought

us with arms ; that your wives, ihothers, and sisters have
found in me the unexpected protection that you have re-

fused them. You know, also, that many of those I have
pardoned have turned against us again.

" Before such ingratitude, such villainy, it is not possible

for me to be the man that I have been ; there is no longer

a place for a falsified neutrality; he that is not for me is

against me, and that my soldiers may know how to distin-

guish, you hear the order they carry

:

"1. Every man from the age of fifteen years upward
found away from his habitation (finca), and does not prove

a justified motive therefor, will be shot.

" 2. Every habitation unoccupied will be burned by the

troops.

" 3. Every habitation from which does not float a white
flag, as a signal that its occupants desire peace, will be re-

duced to .ashes.
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" "Women that are not living at their own homes, or at

the houses of their relatives, will collect in the town of

Jiguani, or Ba^-amo, where maintenance will be provided.

Those who do not present themselves will be conducted

forcibly.

" The foregoing determinations will commence to take

effect on the 1-lth of the present month.

"El Conde de Valmaseda."

The man who conceived and wrote this brutal and felo-

nious document is now the captain-general of Cuba, with

unlimited power over the lives and liberties of her people.

"What may not be expected in the shape of barbarism from

a man who required the boys of fifteen to " prove a justi-

fied motive " for their absence from home, however brief

the time or short the distance, or be shot ? This proclama-

tion stamps him as a cowardly and sanguinary monster.

It conclusively convicts him of a nature and disposition

equal to all the atrocities which have been alleged against

him. But it may be said that it has been modified upon

the urgent request of our government. In words it may
have been, but not in fact and in deed. From the day

of its date to the present hour, no prisoners of war have

been taken. Spain evades the obligation to spare the

lives of prisoners by taking none in battle. The helpless,

the vanquished, and the wounded are slaughtered on the

field. They die there, and are reported as having fallen in

combat.

Yes, I call upon this House to bear witness that now for

nearly three years a war has been waged, almost within

our sight and hearing, with over one hundred thousand

men, against a population of a million and a half of men,

women, and children, in which, during that period, it is not

pretended that prisoners have been taken and spared in

battle. The accounts of the various and the revolting cru-

elties practiced by the troops of Spain, on their victims of

every age and sex, can not be repeated here. They would

paralyze the tongue that uttered them, and confound the

audience that listened to their awful recital. When savage

red men of the American wilderness burned their captives
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at the stake, they were merciful in comparison to the sol-

diers of Spain on the- plains of Cuba.

In their generous love of liberty, some young Americans

have joined the Cuban army of independence. Can we
censure them for the act? Did we not welcome Lafayette

and Steuben and De Kalb in the darkest hours of our dev-

olution? Did we not hold that they would have been en-

titled to civilized treatment as prisoners of war if they had
fallen into the hands of our enemy ? Can you imagine

them tortured to death by British troops, under the orders

of British officers, with every circumstance of indescriba-

ble and hellish horror ? Yet such was precisely the fate of

Majors C. B. Collins and G. H. Harrison, Captain E,. B.

Moody, and Lieutenant G. P. Strong, on the 17th day of

June, 1870—four gallant Americans fighting the cause of

an oppressed people on a portion of American soil. Tied

to trees, eyes put out, ears cut off, mutilated out of all hu-

man semblance, they perished miserably for a cause as holy

as that which baptized Bunker Hill or Yorktown with im
mortal fame. Thousands have suffered kindred atrocities

and similar fates. Their names will some day be gathered

together, if their bones can not be, and embalmed in the

tender gratitude and mournful affection of an independent

and free people.

Let one more illustration, however, proclaim the outlawry

of Spain from the pale and companionship of civilized and
Christian nations. Who has forgotten the fate of the stu-

dents at Havana, in ]N"ovember last? It amazed the world
like a clap of thunder from a clear sky. I have all the

facts officially stated. A Spaniard, by the name of Castanon,

was killed in January, 1869, at Key "West, by a Cuban, in

retaliation for sufferings upon the island. His remains were
taken to Havana and placed " in one of the niches of the

city cemetery ; it is closed by a glass plate ; behind this is

the tablet, upon which was hung at the time of the inter-

ment a wreath of immortelles." I quote still further from,

the letter of our vice-consul, Mr. Hall, dated November 28,

1871. He says

:

" Post-mortem examinations, whether for judicial or other
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purposes, are held in a building inside of the cemetery-

grounds. The medical students of the university are usu-

ally present at these examinations, and, as they occur very

frequently, the students have free access to the place at all

times.

*' It appears that on Thursday last, 23d instant, a num-
ber of medical students, from mischievous or other motives,

broke the glass before the niche of Castanon, removed or

destroyed the wreath, and replaced it with another of ma-
terials ot their own selection."

This was the offense with which some forty young med-
ical students were charged. The chaplain who remon-

strated with them upon the impropriety of their conduct

testified before the court-martial that the whole affair was^

" a mere boyish freak meriting no exemplary punishment."

But it soon was ascertained that they were not even guilty

of the trifling offense at first brought against them. On.

the 2d of December, 1871, Mr. Hall wrote again, and this

time as follows

:

[Xo. 597.]

Mr. Hall to Mr. Hunter.

"United States Consulate-General,
" Havana, December 2, 1871.

" Sir :—With reference to the subject of my No. 596, of

28th instant, I have now to correct some statements made
therein relative to the desecration of the grave of Castanon.

These statements were the common reports of the place^

and I had not then had time to ascertain all the facts.

" From reliable sources it now appears that the desecra-

tion referred to consisted merely of a few scratches with a

diamond upon the glass plate that closes the niche. The

glass was not broken, nor has it been replaced by a new

one ; the wreath was not touched ; the chaplain of the

cemetery was not threatened, insulted, nor injured in any

way by the young men."

And this was all of their conduct. The glass case was not

opened; the withered flowers were not removed; a few

scratches with a diamond ring, and the majesty of Spaia

called for blood. At nightfall the arrests took place ; be-
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tween midnight and day a court-martial was convened, and

at five o'clock in the afternoon eight of these harmless boys,

the youngest but fourteen years of age, like one of these

little pages here, and the oldest not twenty, were drawn up

in a row and received the bullets of Spain into their young

and palpitating breasts. May G-od's wrath light upon the

nation which sanctions the cowardly and inhuman murder!

It is without a parallel save only in Spain's own infamous

colonial history in the western hemisphere for more than

three hundred years. Thirty more of these boys were eon-

•demned to long terms of servitude in the chain-gangs,

where they are now. Is the nation that perpetrates

these enormities entitled to the fellowship of Christen-

-dom.

But perhaps it may be contended that Spain herself,

shocked at these bloody excesses, has since then modified

and humanized her war policy in Cuba. It is only neces-

sary to cite the last proclamation of the captain-general,

Valmaseda, to show how unfounded is such a claim, if

made. On the 27th day of December last he issued his

orders to the effect that all persons who failed to present

themselves M'ithin the Spanish lines by the 15th day of

•January, 1872, should be treated as traitors, and the men,

whether white or black, be put to death when captured

;

the white women banished from the island, and the black

women returned to slavery. But nineteen dayg of grace

were given before this decree of extermination, exile, and

bondage went into effect. Horrors accumulate on this sub-

ject until I am amazed at our silence and inaction.

Sir, the time has come when further apathy on our part

is a participation in the abominations of Spain. I have

shown that the Cubans are entitled to belligerent rights by
the repeated acts of Spain herself. But they are entitled

to something far greater and more valuable. They have

won their title to independence. By long suffering, by
many woes, pains, and sacrifices, they have fairly won a

•charter of freedom for themselves and their posterity.

We are the strongest of all the American republics, and
jet we are behind all the others in a friendly greeting to
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this brave aud deserving people. The noble South Amer-
ican republic of Peru, herself once a plundered and down-
trodden province of Spain, rose up in the true glory of a

free nation, and at tiu early stage of the conflict recognized

the independence of the Republic of Cuba. She knew the

relentless monster with which Cuba was struggling, and
she knew the mighty incentives which the Cubans had to

be free. All honor to the courage and humanity of Peru !

Chili, too, from the far-off southern extremity of the New
"World, sends a recognition of the belligerent rights of the

Cuban republic. She has been followed by Bolivia, by
the United States of Colombia ; and even poor, disordered

Mexico has done what this powerful government has not

yet dared to do. We alone have had no kind greeting or

recognition for that unhappy people. We, the foremost

—

we, the strongest—we, the freest, with all our boasted

power, witness the savage bloodhounds of war rending

and mangling suffering humanity, and remain silent, while

all the other free powers of this hemisphere have spoken.

It is a sad and a miserable spectacle. It is all the more so

because of the action of Spain during the late great civil

war in this country. Sumter was fired upon in April, 1861.

Spain recognized the belligerent rights of the Southern

Confederacy in June. The roar of hostile cannon had
barely reached the shores of Europe when Spain acted to-

ward us as' we have shrank from acting toward her for

more than three years. How long will it be uutil such a

foreign policy will render us the scoff and derision of all

nations ?

Sir, not only, in my judgment, are the people of Cuba
entitled to the recognition of their belligerency and their

independence, but the horrible barbarities which are in-

flicted upon her call for the intervention of the Christian

powers of the world in the interests of a common human-

ity. The laws of nations do not permit governments to

commit wholesale crime. This principle was declared and

acted on in the treaty of 1827, by which England, Fiance,

and Russia bound themselves to intervene in the contest

between the Ottoman empire and the insurgent Greeks.
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That treaty declared that the rules of civilized warfare

must be observed, and the powerful parties to it proceeded

to arm in order to enforce their declaration. Turkey-

heard and heeded their voice, and stayed her bloody hand.

Had I the power, I would speak in the same tones to

Spain. I would also be ready to follow the word with ac-

tion. I would strengthen the navy. Instead of censuring

the head of that department, I would give him more force,

and then call upon him to meet all the responsibilities of

his place.

Much more on this point I intended to say, but my time

is spent, and I must embrace some other opportunity.

Thanking the gentleman from Maryland [Mr. Swann], and
the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Garfield], I yield the floor.
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REPLY TO SENATOR MORTON.

fA speech deUvered at the Opera House, Terre Haute, August 1, 1874.]

Ladies and Gentlemen :—When I last had the honor to

jvddress my neighbors and friends in this city, it was in re-

sponse to a call made irrespective of party, and in company
with my esteemed friend and distinguished political oppo-

nent, Col. E,. W. Thompson. The meeting was an earnest

appeal to the Congress of the United States for financial

relief, and it embraced the business and laboring men of

every shade of political opinion in this community. It was
in the earlier days of the financial panic, which all fondly

hoped would soon pass away, leaving to the various branches

of business and labor their usual vitality and prosperity.

Six months later, however, and we meet to-night with no

perceptible improvement. The same scarcity of money for

the people, the same paralysis of trade amongst merchants

and mechanics, the same difficulty on the part of laborers

in obtaining remunerative labor, are still painfully apparent

on all sides. The only change is that, in view of approach-

ing elections, the questions so vital to all are now to be

considered and discussed by the two great political organi-

zations. I trust, nevertheless, that they may be considered

b}- us, and by the people of the whole country, only in a

friendly and patriotic spirit, with a single aim to coijfer the

greatest good upon the greatest number.

In the first paragraph of Senator Morton's speech of July

81st, in this city, he arraigned the Democratic party for en-

tertaining different views in diflerent States on the finances

and other public issues. This seemed to him so grave an

oficnse that he placed it in his opening chapter. In sound-

ing his promised key-note, he began by tuning on this

string. I have no wish to disguise, if I could, the fact that



440 SPEECHES OF HON. DANIEL W. VOOEHEES.

there are marked differences of opinion amongst individual

Democrats on the financial question. I freely admit that

it may take the authority of a national convention to pro-

duce the entire harmony that is desirable in our ranks.

But what shall be said of the unfathomable assurance

which was nec(;ssary to enable Senator Morton, in view of

the condition of his own party, to make such an accusation

against his opponents ? Take the six States of New Eng-

land, and add to them the great States of New York and

Pennsylvania, thus comprising the controlling forces, both

in talent and wealth, of the entire Eepublican party, and

Senator Morton has not friends enough in them to procure

for him an invitation from the Republican organization of

any one of these States to deliver the financial views he did

here. He speaks for his party in Indiana, but he could

not speak for a single county in the States I have named.

He is not only opposed by the Republican organizations

and the Republican press of the entire East, but he is sol-

idly, and I had almost said contemptuously, confronted and
defeated in his financial ideas and labors by his own Re-

publican President. Indeed, the grim reference made by
the senator to the President in this connection is one of

the amusing curiosities of political literature. He fairly

states the President's position as contained in his message

at the opening qf the last session of Congress ; then pro-

ceeds to show that he labored all winter to carry out the

principles of the executive by legislation, aad, after demon-
strating that he was successful in his efforts by the passage

of his favorite bill, he simply says :
" This bill was vetoed

by the President." Simply this, and nothing more. Doubt-

less this is a painful theme to the senator. It recalls ta

him the vindictive, unjust, and ferocious assaults made upon
him during the celebrated debate of last winter by the

leading journals of his own party. Perhaps he sees again
those brutal and infamous caricatures in the Journal of

Civilization, the pretentious organ of pious politics. Har-
per's Weekly newspaper, in which the senator, with his

brother senators, Logan, Ferry, and others, were held up
to the gaze and ridicule of the American people as foot-
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pads, while the President stood manful guard against the

burglaries and robberies on which these senators seemed
so determined. I think I may safely submit that it would
have been in better taste for Senator Morton to have healed

his own intestine feuds before troubling himself about those

of the Democratic party, if any there are.

In thus speaking of Senator Morton, I do so with great

respect for his abilities, and without unkindness toward
him personally. His position at this time with his own
party is difi'erent from what it has ever been before. He
attempted a revolt at the last session of Congress against

the power of the moneyed monopolies, which have gov-

erned the Republican party from the hour of its birth, and
•which control it to-day. lie met with partial success, and
then a final rout and overthrow. The consolidated capital

of the country was too strong for him at Washington, and he

lost his great opportunity by failing to appeal to the people

over the head of a subsidized executive. lie surrendered,

and now finds himself involved in those inconsistencies

and contradictions which always assail and embarrass a

man who attempts to argue a question from a different

stand-point than his own convictions. He appears now
rather as an apologist for his attempt to increase the cur-

rency, than as the bold defender of this, the best political

act of his life. "While dwelling on the ponderous conflict

which he waged last winter with the arrogant and domi-

nating Eastern division of his party, and with the Presi-

dent, who belongs to this lucrative division, the senator's

breath is bated, and his tone subdued. He hurries rapidly

over this field, however, and at once assumes his old mode
of warfare—that of assault—in wiiich he is always for-

midable, and often ayiparently reckless of danger to his

own lines of communication or retreat.

Under the startling head of a "Double Repudiation," he

attacks the first resolution of the Democratic platform of

July 15th. It reads as follows :

" That we are in favor of the redemption of the five-

twenty bonds in greenbacks, according to the law under

which they were issued."
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This, then, is denounced by Senator Morton as a double

repudiation. I presume he means the worst kind of repu-

diation. If he is right, the Democratic party of Indiana

should be beaten at the polls; but if he is wrong, then the

party that supports him is not entitled to the confidence of

the people. Nobody is in favor of repudiating any portion

of our national debt, and at the same time no honest man

desires to pay more than we owe ; no honest man desires

to violate and set aside the plainly written laws of his

country in order to impose burdens on the people that do

not belong to them ; no honest man desires to increase the

toils of the laborer in order to bestow a gratuity on the

rich. I shall therefore cite the law itself on this subject,

for by it we must all be judged—the Senator on the one

hand and the Democratic State Convention, which he as-

saults, on the other. On the 25th of lebruary, 1862, the

first enactment on the subject of legal-tender notes, now
known as greenbacks, and on the subject of five-twenty

bonds, became a law. It will be found on page 345 of the

twelfth volume of the United States Statutes. The first

section of that act provides for the issuance of one hun-

dred and fifty millions of greenbacks, and then proceeds

to define the purposes for which they may be lawfully used,

in the following plain language

:

" And such notes herein authorized shall be receivable in

payment of all taxes, internal taxes, internal duties, excise,

debts, and demands of every kind due to the United States,

except duties on imports ; and of all claims and demands

against the United States of every kind whatever, except

for interest upon bonds and notes, which shall be paid in

coin ; and shall also be lawful money and a legal-tender in

payment of all debts, public and private, within the United

States, except duties on imports and interest, as aforesaid."

It would be an insult to your intelligence to dwell on the

meaning of this clause. He who runs may not only read,

but understand what he reads. These legal-tender notes

were good in payment of everything in the shape of an

obligation to pay, public or private, with the two excep-

tions of duties on imports, and interest upon government
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bonds and notes where interest was provided for. Such is

the first section of tliis law.

The second section of this same law provides for the

issuance of five hundred millions of coupon or registered

bonds, due in twenty years, with the privilege to the gov-

ernment of redeeming them at any time after five years,

and bearing six per cent, interest. This was the first in-

stallment of five-twenty bonds, and thus they were created

in the same bill which originated the legal-tender notes,

and declared that with them the principal of these bonds

was payable. Afterward, when the public necessities re-

quired more greenbacks and more five-twenty bonds, Con-

gress simply extended the principles of this first legislation

on the subject, and authorized the Secretary of the Treas-

ury to act accordingly.

In the act of Congress of July 11, 1861, authorizing the

next one hundred and fifty millions of greenbacks, the fol-

lowing plain and explicit language is again used

:

" And such notes shall be receivable in payment of all

loans made to the United States, and of all taxes, internal

duties, excises, debts, and demands of every kind due to

the United States, except duties on imports, and interest,

and of all claims and demands against the United States,

except for interest upon bonds, notes, and certificates of

debt or deposit."

And proceeds further to say that such notes "shall also

be lawful money and a legal tender in payment of all debts,

public and private, within the United States, except duties

on imports and interest, as aforesaid."

And again, March 3, 1863, Congress, in authorizing a

third issue of greenbacks, reiterates the above provisions

in regard to their character as legal tenders. Indeed, there

never was a greenback issued without the powers above

enumerated attached to it, and there never was a five-

twenty bond printed and engraved by the government,

which was not convertible at the pleasure of the govern-

ment, after five years, into greenbacks. If it is in the

power of language to make any disputed point clear, the

laws of Congress have placed this proposition beyond the
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possibility of a doubt. Yet Senator Morton does not hesi-

tate, in the face of these most explicit provisions, to declare

the first resolution of the Democratic platform a double

repudiation ! Is there a man in the hearing of my voice,

whether Republican or Democrat, who agrees with him?

But Senator Morton falls back on the act of March 18,

1869, ill which, after every one of the five-twenty bonds

had been issued and sold subject to the provisions of law

just cited, Congress declared a new meaning to the con-

tract, and thereby almost doubled the value of those bonds

in the hands of their holders, and correspondingly increased

the taxation of the people. With the incoming of Grant's

administration, bonds to the amount of fifteen hundred

millions, which were confessedly payable in currency by

existing laws, were changed into gold bonds as far, at least,

as such a crime against the people can be successful ; thus

fraudulently adding to the national debt from thirty to

forty per cent, on every dollar we rightfully owe. A
greater iniquity than this has never happened in Amer-
ican history. A government that thus plunders its own
laboring masses and repudiates its own laws in order to

still further gorge the I'ich, needs a change of officials at

its head to use no harsher expression. Senator Morton,

in speaking of this wicked piece of legislation, says :

" It may be safe, therefore, to predict that the settle-

ment of this question by the act of 1869 will not be dis-

turbed," and that it will not be in our power to reopen it.

If this settlement is right, it ought not to be disturbed

;

but if it is wrong, a robbery, and a felony against the peo-

ple, then there should be no cessation in the popular war-

fare against it until it is torn open and scattered to the

winds. And I now propose to show that at the time this

settlement, as Senator Morton calls it, was made, he him-
self denounced it as an attempt to change the meaning of

existing laws, and declared and proved conclusively that

the five-twenty bonds were payable in greenbacks, and
finally voted on the ayes and nays against the passage of

the act declaring that they should be paid in gold. If I

do this, may I not reasonably claim that the first resolu-
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tion of the Democratic platform in favor of the redemp-

tion of the five-twenty bonds in greenbacks, and the sec-

ond resolution, demanding a repeal of the act of March

18, 18G9, are established and justified by the record of the

senator before he was coerced into his present unpleasant

situation ?

Under date of March 11, 1869, on pages 53, 54, and 55

of the Congressional Globe, for the first session of the

Forty-first Congress, will be found the strong and deter-

mined utterances of Senator Morton against the passage

of the act in question, and which he now commends as a

settlement. He opposed it squarely on the ground that

the five-twenty bonds were payable by the laws under

which they were issued in greenbacks, and could not

legally be made payable in gold except by a return to

specie payment. In the discussion in the Senate in speak-

ing of the five-twenty bonds and the legal tender notes, he

said

:

" Are these bonds a public debt ? Undoubtedly they

are. Every debt that is owed by the general government

is a public debt; and in this third act of Congress—there

is another one still—it is declared that these notes shall be

applicable to the payment of all public debts, except that

part of the public debt which consists of interests on notes

and bonds."

Again, in speaking of this and other similar provisions

in the various acts upon this subject, he said:

" Broader, more comprehensive, and explicit declarations

of the law-making power I have never read ; and when
the first one begins with the declaration that these notes

shall be lawful money and a legal tender in payment of all

claims and demands against the United States, of whatsoever

kind, is anything left out there except the exemption which

follows in the language of the statute, except interest on

notes and bonds? And then this language is repeated

three times afterward in different acts of Congress, so that

although the acts creating these bonds are silent as to how
the principal of the bonds shall be paid, yet the acts cre-

ating the notes declare that they shall be applicable to the
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payment of every debt against the United States except

the interest on that debt."

This is conclusive that, a little more than five years ago.

Senator Morton supported the first resolution of the Dem-

ocratic platform which he now denounces. He believed

the five-twenty bonds were made payable by law in green-

backs, and hence opposed the passage of the act making

them payable in gold. He went further. He strongly

stated that the measure which he now praises as a settle-

ment was a mere stock-jobbing operation. He said :
" So

that all the legislation of this kind is superfluous, except

that it may operate upon the present market value of the

bonds."

And again he said :

" Sir, it is understood, I believe, that the passage of a

bill of this kind would have the efiect in Europe, where

our financial questions are not well understood, to increase

the demand, and that will enable the great operators to

sell the bonds they have on hand at a profit. It is in the

nature of a brokers' operation. It is a ' bull ' movement,

intended to put up the price of bonds for the interest of

parties dealing in them. This great interest is thundering

at the doors of Congress, and has for many months, and by
every means attempting to drive us into legislation for the

purpose of making money for the great operators. That
is what it means, and nothing else."

1^0 doubt the senator was then right, and that this

measure did operate to the swelling of many an already

overgrown fortune obtained from the sorrows, miseries,

privations, and labors of the American people. So far, in-

deed, did Senator Morton carry his views on this subject,

that Senator Morrill, of Vermont, rebuked him in the open
Senate, in the following language :

" I am somewhat surprised at the position of the distin-

guished senator from Indiana, for I believe he goes further

than our ancient friend, Pendleton, on the subject. His
amendment goes so far as to pay in paper money debts

that were contracted in 1848."

But nothing silenced Senator Morton in his violent op-
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position to the measure he now so mucli approves. In an-

other part of this debate, he exclaimed

:

" And now I propound the question. It is either intended

by this bill to make a new contract, or it is not. If it is

intended to make a new contract, I protest against it. We
should do foul injustice to the government and the people

of the United States, after we have sold these bonds on an
average for not more than sixty cents on the dollar, now to

make a new contract for the benefit of the holders. . . .

If it does not propose to make a new contract, but simply

to enforce that which now exists by law, then it is unnec-

essary."

I shall make but brief comment on this overwhelming
record. I have often heretofore had occasion to observe

with unfeigned amazement the rapid and complete transi-

tions which Senator Morton has made on almost every pub-

lic question from one extreme to its absolute and distinct

opposite. He does so, too, with the air of one who expects

the continued allegiance of his followers without regard to

the contradictions and inconsistencies through which he
hurries them from one position to another. Why, he made
a canvass of Indiana, in 1868, on a platform calling for the

redemption of the five-twenty bonds in greenbacks, just as

we do now. The Republicans of Indiana were all in favor

of it then, and are expected to be opposed to it now because

Senator Morton has changed. And so now, with his de-

liberate speeches on record against the gold bill of March

18, 1869, and his vote recorded in the negative on its pas-

sage on page 70 of the Congressional Globe of the first

session of the Forty-first Congress, he comes before the

people, unfalteringly, and proclaims himself in its favor as

a settlement, and asks his partisans to turn about as he

does.

But Senator Morton gives two reasons for abandoning

his own former conclusive reasonings on this subject which

call for notice at my hands, however trifling and fallacious

they may be. He seems to concede still that the five-

twenty bonds were payable in legal-tender notes, but seeks

to escape their actual payment in that way by assuming
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that they must be paid in the very identical notes in ex-

istence when the bonds were issued and in no other like

kind. Even if this construction of the law was warranted,

there is a clause at the close of the first section of the act

of February 25, 1862, which is broad enough to carry it

out. It is there provided that the greenbacks may be re-

issued as often as the exigencies of the public may require.

By so doing the same object could be accomplished in the

redemption of bonds as by the issue of new legal-tender

notes. But no attempt has been made to thus comply with

the law in the payment of the national debt, and the re-

duction of its interest demands. I do not believe, how-

ever, that the powers of Congress are so limited and feeble

that after it has declared by law in favor of paying a pub-

lic debt in a cei'tain way, it- has no power to provide the

means to fulfill its own enactments. I am sure that if the

required legislation was in the interest of the moneyed
classes it would not be long delayed, and the arguments in

its favor would flood the land. It is enough, however, on

this point that the Supreme Court of the United States has

decided that Congress has the constitutional power to issue

paper currency and make it a legal tender. The power of

Congress being conceded, its exercise should follow in the

fulfillment of its promises to pay in that kind of money.
The idea that the government may have the constitutional

power to make a contract in behalf of the people with pub-

lic creditors, and yet be destitute of the constitutional

power to carry out the terms of the contract thus made,
seems too absurd for argument. Indeed, such a technical

fallacy would never be embraced by a man of the robust

and vigorous intellectuality of Senator Morton, except as

the resort of desperation. Every lawyer who has exam-
ined the acts of Congress on this subject knows that new
greenbacks may be issued, or old ones reissued, and used
in payment of the bonds under consideration.

But Senator Morton recited the act of Congress of June
30, 1864, as a pledge that the American government will

never, under any circumstances, without any limitation as

to time, though wars may assail us, and our necessities
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bo ever so urgent, issue or sufter to be issued more than

four lunulred millions of legal-tciidor notes. This pledge,

neeording to the senator, extends through all time, and e:m

be broken in no eoutingeney. The history of the world i»

full of sneh foolish iinalitios. One generation, thinking

itseU'wise enough for all time to come, has often attempted

to bind all the generations that were to come after it.

Sueh presumptuous etibrts, however, have always been

s[airned whenever they stood in the way of the public

wants of human progress. So they will be in this instance.

If the people determine that the greenback circulation

ought to be increased for the best interests of the country be-

yond four hundred millions by the gradual payment of the

five-twenty bonds, orby the substitution ofgreenbacks for na-

tioual banking currency, this pretended pledge will no more
bind them tbau the obsolete blue laws of Connecticut now
bind the oulightened descendants of their ignorant and nar-

row-minded fathers. Let us, however, obey the law and fulfill

the law, and allow the consoqucneos to follow in their nat-

ural order. It needs no gift of prophecy to foretell that

they will be favorable to the laboring masses of the coun-

try, and, indeed, to every legitimate business interest.

If any further defense of the first and second resolutions

of the Democratic platform is needed, I will refer my
audience to the Congressional Globe, part 5th of the second

session of the Fortieth Congress, page 4178. There we
find Thaddeus Stevens, who, as chairman of the Ways and

Means Committee, bad reported all the laws I have cited

on this subject, giving his construction of their meaning.

-There can be no higher authority. Speaking of the five-

twenty bonds, he says :

'• After tbey fall due they are payable in money, just as

the gentleman understands ' money,' just as I understand

it, just as we all understood it when we passed the law

authorizing,' that loan, just as it was a dozen times explained

upon the iloor by the chairman of the Committee of "WaTys

and Means when called upou by gentlemen to explain

•what it meant, and just as the whole House agreed that it

meant."
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And, again, the old Eepublican leader exclaimed

:

" I want to say that if this loan was to be paid according

to the intimation of the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. Ross)

;

if I knew that any party in this country wonld go for pay-

ing in coin that which is payable in money, thus enhancing

it one-half; if I knew that there was such a platform and

such a determination this day on the part of any party, I

would vote for the other side, Frank Blair and all. I would

Tote for no such swindle on the tax-payers of this country;

I would vote for no such speculation in favor of the large

bondholders, the millionaires, who took advantage of our

folly in granting them coin payment of interest."

Senator Sherman, of Ohio, the chairman of the Finance

'Committee in the Senate, gave a similar construction to

the laws under consideration, and many other leadei'S and

•State conventions of the Eepublican party did the same.

But enough on this point. How stands now this charge

•of repudiation made by Senator Morton against the De-

mocracy of Indiana ? Who are the repudiationists ? Those

who abide by the law or those who repudiate the law ? I

brand as the repudiators of the faith of the nation those who
have broken and set at naught the laws of their- country in

•order to obtain money unlawfully from the people. This

form of repudiation is abroad in the land, and I know of

no other that is. If these resolutions in the Democratic

platform favor repudiation, then so did Senator Morton
himself five years ago ; so did Thaddeus Stevens, John

Sherman, the Eepublican State platforms of Ohio and In-

diana in 1868, and the entire Republican press of the West
.at that time. Add to this array of proof the further fact

that Jay Cooke, then the fiscal agent of the government

to sell its bonds, advertised the ten-forty bonds as the only

ones whose principal, as well as interest, was payable in

•coin, and I am content to leave this branch of my subject.

From what I have already said, my views in regard to a

return to specie payment may be easily anticipated. When
the debts which were contracted, as we have seen, to be
paid in paper shall have been discharged, and the business

interests of the laboring masses demand, then will be the
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proper time for specie payments ami not before, ^[oiiey

is simply a means of tnule among individuals and na-

tions, and that kind of money which inspires and retains

confidence, and is cheaply put in circuhition, and easily

handled, is the best for the people. At this time our

2:overnment currency has these requisites, and there can

be no object iu a return to specie payment now, ex-

cept to still further oppress those who are in debt, and

still further enrich public and private creditors. There

is much talk in regard to a system of exports and im-

ports by which we may procure and retain a sufficient

amount of gold to redeem our circulation and pay every-

thing in specie. This is a delusion and a snare, and mis-

leads the people with words without meaning. There

never was, and never will be, a circulating medium in a

commercial and agricultural nation based on a sufficiency

of gold and silver to redeem more than one dollar of it in

three. The actual redemption of a paper currency in the

precious metals never did and never will take place. It is

a theory in finance proclaimed to give confidence. If the

confidence should arise from any other source, the same end

would be accomplished. Gold has no more intrinsic value

than any other kind of matter. It is worth to man only

what it will buy for him. When Pizarro conquered Peru

he shod his soldiers' horses with gold, and yet, in the midst

of this seeming abundance, in many instances, man and

beast starved to death together. It is the purchasing power

of a commodity which gives it value, and this, paper may
have as well as gold. It is the stamp of the government

which gives currency to both.

The fifth resolution of the Democratic platform declares

that:

" "We are in favor of such legislation from time to time

aa will adjust the volume of the currency to the commer-

cial and industrial w^ants of the country."

This is a most important proposition. It is an assertion of

the power and duty of Congress to increase the amount of

currency in circulation whenever the business of the

country demands it.
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There is scarcely a division of sentiment at this time-

among the people of the "West and South on this point.

There are but few public creditors in these sections to b&

benefited by contraction, but, on the contrary, millions-

of debtors, public and private, to be ruined by it. Sena-

tor Morton labors to show that a trifling amount of ex-

pansion has taken place. If so, its presence has not been

perceived in the Mississippi valley. In truth, whatever

Senator Morton may say here in Indiana, the national atti-

tude of the Republican pai-ty on the financial question

is that of contraction, consequent low prices to the farmBr-

and mechanic, with no diminution of their tax rates, hard

times to the poor, and all who are in debt, with vast-

hoarded wealth in the hands of the favorites of class legis-

lation. No candid and intelligent person will deny that

this is the position of the administration now in power.

American history shows no other administration so sub-

servient to the power of money as the present. I speak

not now of its low uses in bribery and corruption,

but of that power which aggregated capital has always^

sought to exercise in its own favor. "What single demand
of the capitalist has this administration denied? ISTot

one. The demand was made, as I have shown, to forge

a new meaning on the face of the contract creating our pub-
lic debt, and it was granted before the present administra-

tion was a month old, thereby adding unlawfully more than
five hundred millions of dollars to our lawful debt. In the
midst of unparalleled financial distress, last winter, the-

capital and monopolies of the country demanded the veta
of a bill in which it was claimed there were some elements
of popular relief, and the head of the Republican organi-

zation, the Republican President, promptly acceded to the
demand. A hundred similar concessions might be enu-
merated without a single denial of such demands. "What
have the people, therefore, of any party or organization to
hope for from the party now in power? It belongs to the
bondholdiug, manufacturing, railroading, and banking
monopolies ; it has always implicitly done their bidding,
and is doing so now, and will continue to. do so in the
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future. If tlie people expect to break their oppressions,

tbcy must look elsewhere for help. In contrast with the

principles of the party in jiower, I place the principles of

the Democratic party on all the financial, industrial, and

commercial questions of the day. We challenge the i>op-

ular favor because we are on the side of the well-known

"\A'ants and necessities of tlie people. Senator Morton claims

that the Republican party is progressive. On the contrary,

its only inspiration, on the subject of the finances, is the

timid, cowardly conservatism which always emanates from

hoarded and usuriously invested capital. I once heard a

senator remark that nothing was more cowardly than one

TQillion of dollars, except two millions. When the chief

pursuit of a party becomes the affectionate guardianship

of the coffers of gold, which it has assisted its favorites to

amass, then its days of progress, courage, and usefulness

are numbered. That such is the attitude of the Republican

party to-day, can not be successfully disputed. On the

other hand, the Democratic party is unincumbered by such

weights, and is in a position to become again, in the future,

as it was once in the past, the universally recognized party

of progress, reform, and development. Let it convince the

people that its organization is placed squarely with the

popular sympathies and wishes, in favor of economy, re-

trenchment, and purity, and in favor of a general relief

against the present monopolies and oppressions, and though

individual members of the Democratic party may, in some
instances, mistake or fall short of their duty—though I have

doubtless done so myself—yet the people with unerring in-

stincts will rally to our flag and sustain us. It must not be

supposed that the Democratic party will do anything rash

on the subject of the finances or any other subject, if it

should succeed to the control of the government. There

are fifteen years in which to convert an interest-bearing

bonded debt of twelve hundred millions into a non-interest

bearing circulating medium. This can be done at such

intervals and under such circumstances as not to derange

or unsettle the legitimate currency of trade and commeiee;

aud when the time comes for a x'eturn to specie payments,
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it will require no wiser statesmanship to provide for the

redemption of a circulating currency in coin, than for the

payment of the same amount of bonds in the same way.

The difference would be that the government would re-

deem its outstanding obligations from the whole people,

and pay them the gold, instead of paying it to the bond-

holders, in violation of the law of the contract. And all

this can be accomplished without increasing our paper cir-

culation beyond the demands of every true and legitimate

business interest of the country; and in such increase, the

agricultural sections would be revived as the parched fields

are by the welcome rains.

Senator Morton was pleased to refer, in very disparaging

terms, to the position of the Democratic party on the

temperance question. It is always unfortunate for the

cause of temperance when it is thrust by its ill-advised

friends into a political contest. History abundantly show*

that it was never advanced by political discussion or parti-

san legislation. Intemperance has, in all ages of the world,

been recognized as an evil of giant proportions, but the in-

numerable attempts which have been made by coercive

and prohibitory laws to govern the various appetites of

mankind have been, in every instance, conspicuous failures.

There is something repulsive to the natural and commend-
able spirit of personal independence in the idea of deter-

mining by law how a man shall exercise that primary right

of nature, to eat and drink. Mankind has submitted, with

impatience, in all ages, to such restraints on inherent

rights. It is for this reason that whenever the zealots and
crusaders on this subject have pressed their demands too

far, there has always been a reaction most damaging to

the cause. The practice of temperance is an individual

responsibility, and can far better be promoted by moral
and intellectual culture than by cumbrous, ill-digested

laws of more than doubtful constitutionality. This I
believe to be the sentiment of the Democratic party
of Indiana. Jefferson said, many years ago, the -world was
governed too much; and one of the principal vices of
the Republican party is its restless desire to govern every-
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body in all concerns, both small and great—to dictate on

all matters relating to every phase of human existence, as-

suming a parental policy, as if the people were children,

calculating nothing from that sense of individual responsi-

bility -which can alone rescue a man from the destruction

of evil habits. This characteristic pervades the entire

policy of the Republican party, and is not confined to

its course on the temperance question. The Democratic

party has more faith in the people, individually and col-

lectively, and hence is willing to trust them with larger

liberties. VTe hold it within the proper scope of legis-

lation to regulate the sale of spirituous liquors, but not to

prohibit it. The constitution of Indiana provides that

all laws shall be uniform in their operations throughout

the State, and a license system, which we propose, can not

fail to be so.

The Republican State platform declares " in favor of

such legislation as will give to a majority of the people

the right to determine for themselves in their respective

towns, townships, or wards, whether the sale of intoxicat-

ing liquors for use as a beverage shall be permitted therein.''

Literally construed, this is a declaration in favor of the

power of absolute prohibition by the " local option " of

towns, townships, and wards. This is in direct violation

of the decision of our Supreme Court in the Beebe case, as

well as the provision of our constitution above cited. It goes

further, too, than even the Baxter bill. But supposing it was
the interttion of the framers of that resolution to express

only their approval of the local option feature of that bill,

yet experience has shown it to be a failure in its operations.

Under the operations of that law, any quantity of intoxi-

cating liquor, from the smallest to the greatest, may be sold

or given away without any permit at all, if the party receiv-

ing it shall only retire from the premises before he consumes

it. I have seen this done with impunity under the very

eyes of the well-meaning but misguided ladies who took

the whole subject in hand a few months ago. No law can

be worse than this for temperance people, as well as for

those who keep respectable houses for the sale of liquor;
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but a judicious and well-regulated license law, which shall

protect society and derive a large income for the school

fund, will be a vast improvement for both. We are willing

to go before the people on this issue thus made up, and
abide the result. And if, in this connection, Senator Morton

and his followers, in whom the old leaven of Know-Noth-
ingism yet remains, shall open a warfare on that portion

of American citizens who have sought our shores from

foreign countries, bringing with them their harmless and

inoffensive habits and innocent recreations, the Democratic

party will be true to its old and glorious record in behalf

of equal and exact justice to all, come from whatever land

they may.

In the course of his speech Senator Morton- made an
elaborate and bitter assault on the sixth and seventh reso-

lutions of the Democratic platform, which relate to the

civil rights bill, and the votes of the two senators from In-

diana in its favor. On the 17th of June, the Republican

State convention met at Indianapolis, and with these votes

fresh in every mind, indorsed Senators Morton and Pratt
with " hearty approbation " tor " the fidelity and ability

with which they represented the sentiments of the people

of the State." On the 15th of July, the Democratic State

Convention arraigned them for misrepresenting the peo-

ple on this subject. Thus the issue is formed in Indiana
between the two political parties. Let us examine what
that issue involves. By the first section of the civil rights

bill, as it passed the Senate, and is now pending for the action

of the House next winter, the four million and upward of

negroes in the United States are suddenly and imperatively,

by the force of law, thrust into an absolute equality with
the white race "in the full and equal enjoyment of the ac-

commodations, advantages, facilities, and privileges of inns,

public conveyances on land or water, theaters, or other
lalaces of public amusement, and also common and public
institutions of learning or benevolence supported in whole
or in part by general taxation, and of cemeteries so sup-
ported, and also institutions known as agricultural colleges,

endowed by the United States."
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This is the most extensive and remarkable social revolution

ever attempted by legislation in the history of the world. It

overthrows in a moment the habits and nsages of more than

two hundred years in this country, and establishes a radical

change in the daily customs of forty million people. I know
of no parallel to it in the history of the nations of the earth.

Senator Morton says it is only a prejudice which opposes

this vast measure—vast in its scope, and in its results if it

«ver becomes a law, as the senator vows it will. Even if

this were true, and there was no higher argument against

it, a wise statesman always respects the honest prejudices

of the people and calls in the aid of time, and the educating

influences of experience, rather than penal statutes, ruin-

ous fines, and prison-houses to remove them. Cicero,

Burke, Jefferson, and Webster could speak with toleration

of the prejudices of mankind, for, after all, what is preju-

dice ? It is nothing more than a thought, an operation of

the mind on a given subject, an idea, an opinion, sometimes

well founded and sometimes not, either suddenly con-

•ceived, or the result of long and settled habits, or of the

accepted traditions of the past. In any view of the sub-

ject, the legislative power of a government is never war-

ranted in violently and suddenly assaulting such convictions

and denouncing the se^•ere penalties of high crimes against

those who do not surrender them. In fact, what is often

denominated prejudice, as often proves to be the highest in-

stinct of wisdom. There is no doubt that it is so in re-

gard to the different races of mankind. Wherever this

instinct of wisdom, which Senator Morton calls prejudice,

has been broken down, the most lamentable and degrading

consequences have followed. The pages of history are open

to all, and the candid student, who will read them free from

tlio influence of those political leaders, who not only go

down in the dirt on their knees, but on their very faces, for

the control of the negro vote, will there behold foreshad-

owed the inevitable consequences to both races by the

enactment of the civil rights bill.

I will not pause to picture to j-ou the consequences of

this bill, if it become a law, in the hotels, the theaters, the
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railroad cars, the stage-coaches, and the steamboats. Tour

own minds will readily conjure up the scenes that will

take place. But, on the great question of education in all

the States, we can not be too deeply concerned in view of

this revolutionary measure. Does any philosophic and

fair-minded person believe it a safe and judicious step,

tending to the future elevation and welfare of the country,

to ^coerce together all the children, black and white, into

the same schools and colleges everywhere throughout the

United States ? That is the question to be answered in

this canvass. Senator Morton says it is hatred of the ne-

gro, in addition to prejudice, which leads us to contend

against this sweeping enactment, and he affirms that we
wish negro children to grow up in ignorance and vice. In

this he is widely mistaken, and with the sixth resolution

- of the Democratic platform before him, he was' not war-

ranted in making such a statement. In it we say :

" We are in favor of a liberal system of education for

the benefit of the negro as well as the white children of

Indiana, but are opposed to the mixture of the black and

white races in our schools or other educational institu-

tions."

The senator contends that a system of separate schools,

as here advocated by the Democratic party, for the liberal

education of both races, will not reach every isolated negro

family' in the United States. Perhaps not; nor is every

white family supplied with the advantages of schools. All

that can be expected is that the great bulk of our popula-

tion, black and white, shall be afforded such advantages.

A separate school-system for each race will accomplish

this, for the great mass of the negro population is consol-

idated in the Soutlr, and there is hardly a school- district in

that entire section in which a negro school could not be

supported. And in the !N"orth, the negroes have generally

gathered together in settlements, so that their separate

schools could be maintained by the liberal assistance which
may be extended to them. It thus appears that the negro
race, is perhaps as well located to receive the benefit of

separate schools as the white race, so widely scattered over
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the States and Territories, and beyond tlio mountains and

rivers of the far West. They are in a situation, therefore,

to be educated as a race in their own schools, and then to

send forth teachers to enlighten their remote and scattered

people as the \Yhite race does. This course can be pursued

with blessings to all and injury to none, while the adopticn

of the civil rights bill will break down the common schools

of most of the Southern States, drive the white children

from them in others, and work the same results in many
parts of the xsorth. The rich man can and will send his

children to private schools, or hire teachers at home, while

the poor must educate their children at the public schools

with the blacks, or not at all. Senator Morton indulged

in the following sneer :

" The old bugbear of social equality, which has so often

done service in the cause of the Democracy, is again pa-

raded to affright the souls of those who do not feel en-

tirely confident of their social position."

I do not mean to be disrespectful to the senator when I

say that those who are opposed to the civil rights bill are

quite as secure in their social relations as he can possibly

be in his, and that thousands of humble laborers are as

scrupulous in regard to the social and educational associa-

tions of their children as they would be if they occupied

the high station he does.

But Senator Morton finds it quite natural for the Demo-
cratic party to be opposed to the civil rights bill, because

we were opposed to the bestowal of negro suffrage. He
says that the opponents of this bill " resisted the civil

rights of the negro at every step, and declared that to con-

fer upon him the right of suffrage, would be the dishonor

and destruction of the Republic." In uttering this -sen-

tence. Senator Morton evidently hopes the people have for-

gotten that, after the war, he sounded tlic key-note of

opposition to negro suffrage in Indiana, as he has since

done in its favor. He opposed it both on constitutional

grounds and on the general grounds of public policy, ^o-

vember, 1865, he thus forcibly stated the constitutional ob-

jection, in his message to the Indiana legislature

:
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" The subject of suffrage is,-by the national constitution,

expressly referred to the determination of the several

States, and it can not be taken from them without a viola-

tion of the letter and spirit of that instrument."

ISTo proposition was ever more correct than this, and yet

it was not long until the senator was engaged in violating,

according to his own doctrine, the letter and spirit of the

constitution, by taking away from the several States the

right to determine the subject of suffrage in their own
midst. On the grounds of public policy, he stated his ob-

jections to negro suffrage in the following forcible manner:
" It is a fact so manifest that it should not be called in

question by any, that a people just emerging from the bar-

barism of slavery are not qualified to become a part of our

political Bj'stem, and take part, not only in the government

of themselves and neighbors, but of the whole United

States. So far from believing that negro suffrage is a rem-

edy for our national ills, I doubt whether it is a remedy for

any, and rather believe that its enforcement by Congress

would be more likely to subject the negro to a merciless

persecution than to confer upon him any substantial ben-

efit."

By what right a man with such a record as this denounces

others for entertaining the same views, I must leave to

political casuists niore«killful than myself. The only thing

of which I think Senator Morton can justly complain, in

this connection, is the fact that the Democratic party has

& tendency to stand by its convictions, and can not change
with the winds as he can. But the Democratic party does

not need to justify itself by the utterances of the senator,

however conclusive, on the subject of negro SLiffrage. I

only quote him against himself to show how unreliable has

been his leadership to men of principle. We appeal to the

deplorable condition of the South for the justification of

our position on the suftrage question. Bankrupt States,

beggared communities, wasted provinces, plundered cities,

and deserted fields are our witnesses. The senator says,

in his speech here, a week ago, that " Democracy of the

South means a conflict of races." Even if this were true.



REPLY TO SENATOR MORTON. 4G1

which is not, who would be to blame for it so much as the

senator himself? In his speech at Richmond, Indiana, he

procUiimcd that the establishment of negro suffrage and

negro State governments in the Smith "would result in a

war of races," and as soon as convenient afterward pro-

ceeded to assist in doing that very thing. If the war of

races is there, it is his own handiwork.

An appeal is now made by the senator to the general

principles of humanity and natural right in behalf of his

course on the civil rights bill. This, coming from the

leader of a party which has openly refused to permit the

Chinaman to even naturalize in this country, sounds hollow

and insincere. I once witnessed a debate in the Senate of

the United States in which Mr. Sumner, who was always

consistent, labored to have our naturalization laws so

amended as to include the thrifty and intelligent emigrants

from China. He was resisted by every Republican senator

and member of Congress from the Pacific coast, and by a

sufficient number from other States to defeat him. It

seems, therefore, that there are natural rights for the negro,

but not for some other kind of people. Even Xewton Booth,

the accomplished governor of California, can not discover

the natural right of a Chinaman to become a citizen of the

United States. The Chinaman is as much superior to the

negro as the American is to the Chinaman. Is it prejudice

or what, that causes the Republican party to shut the door

in his face while preaching loudly about the natural rights

of the African ?

But Senator Morton grows indignant over the assertion

in the Democratic platform that the civil rights bill is an

attempt on the part of the federal government to take con-

trol of the schools and other institutions therein named.

He says

:

"The bill does not attempt to take control of all the

schools, churches, hotels, railroads, steamboats, theaters,

and graveyards on the part of the government of the

United States, but leaves that control precisely where it

is now."

He arraigns the Democratic convention for gross igno-
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ranee in asserting the contrary. A little further examina-

tion of this bill, however, will determine the disputed point.

The second section provides that any person violating any

of the provisions of the first section, or who may incite

others to violate it, shall "forfeit and pay the sum of five

hundred dollars to the person aggrieved thereby, to be re-

covered in an action on the case, with full costs." But it

does not stop at this. It is further provided by this section

that "any person, whether landlord, conductor of a rail-

road, captain of a steamboat, stage-driver, or schoolmaster,

who shall discriminate, in the slightest degree, between a

negro and a white man or woman, shall be deemed guilty

of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction thereof, shall be

fined not more than one thousand dollars, or shall be im-

prisoned not more than one year." If the declaration by

law that the institutions enumerated in this bill shall be

conducted in a certain way, under the enormous penalties

of civil damages, penal fines, and long imprisonments, be

not the assertion of a " control" over them, it is more than

useless to predicate an argument on the universally ac-

cepted force of logic and the meaning of words. The
remaining sections of this most odious bill are engaged in

fixing the jurisdiction for the trial of offenders, growing

out of a violation of it, in the United States courts, exclu-

sively; and in especially authorizing and requiring the

district attorneys, marshals and deputy marshals, and com-
missioners of the United States "to institute proceedings

against every person who shall violate the provisions of

this act, and cause him to be arrested and imprisoned, or

bailed, as the case may be, for trial before such court of the

United States, or territorial court, as by law has cognizance

of the ofl'ense."

Here this issue, most momentous and far-reaching in its

consequences to the American people, may be safely left for

their decision. They will not be easily persuaded that the

federal government has the constitutional power to deter-

mine the character of guests to be admitted by a landlord;

the manner in which passengers on steamboats or stage-

coaches shall be seated and accommodated ; the regulation
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of public schools, and the right of admission to colleges,

nor in what graveyards people shall be buried when they

die. They will rather conclude that such a usurpation of

power has not been before attempted since the foundatioa

of the government, and that it makes respectable the worst

forms of federalism.

On the subject of cheap transportation, Senator Morton
overlooks the principal and most obvious means by which
it can be secured. "Whenever the chief articles which en-

ter into the construction and equipment of railroads shall

be cheapened by a low rate of import duties, the problem,

now so troublesome, will be more than half solved. But
while the manufacturers of iron and steel are protected in

charging nearly two prices for what they sell, the farmers

may be sure that it finally falls on them, in the shape of

heavy rates for transportation. If railroads have to be ex-

tensively built on account of an exorbitant protective tariff,

it follows, as certainly as one day follows another, that the

builders will get their money back, in turn, from their cus-

tomers, the people. The first step, therefore, toward cheap

transportation, is to break down the huge and oppressive

monopoly of the present tariff, and place it on a basis of

revenue, and on the side of the people. As it stands now,

it enriches the few and impoverishes the many, and in no

way more efiectively than in the expensive transportation

of the products of your farms.

Another means of cheapening transportation, now much
discussed, is the construction of water lines of communi-

cation from the Mississippi valley to the Atlantic seaboard.

This is most desirable, whenever it can be done with a

proper regard for economy, and in strict subordination to

the constitution. 'The canal and the river are the cheap

thoroughfares for produce. The outlay is not great in the

construction of the one or the improvement of the other.

The projected canal from the mouth of the Kanawha to

the James river is justly attracting great attention. By it,

the waters of the Ohio, and consequently the Mississippi

and all its vast tributaries, will be connected with ocean

navigation at Norfolk, Virginia, by a far shorter line than
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any that now exists. Competent engineers have pronounced

the work practicable, and at no distant day it will be com-

pleted, if the great interests of agriculture are properly

considered. Another work of similar character is under

contemplation, through Georgia to the seaboard. It has

every argument in its support that should insure success.

An extensive improvement of the mouth of the Missis-

sippi, that greatest of all water lines of transportation, has

also been elaborately discussed. All these questions should

be thoroughly considered, and intelligently understood by

the laboring masses. In them, and like enterprises, the

most vital interests of the producers are involved. And
in the course of time they will settle the farmers' issue of

cheap transpoi'tation much more safely and fairly, and

more in accordance with natural laws, than any action of

Congress that will ever be obtained.

The exposures of corruption in the Republican party

have been so extensive and startling in the last two years,

that the only apology its leaders now make is, that they

themselves have detected their own swindlers. This is

the plea made here by Senator Morton, and for which he

claimed great merit.

He did not deny that the people had been outraged by
dishonest Republican officials, but claimed, in repeated

phrase, that the party had been for a good while past in a

constant state of " self-examination," in which it had made
the most ghastly and horrible discoveries of its own im-

purity. The people are not so much concerned as to how
frauds are discovered, as they are in regard to the fact that

they exist. The fact that a man has a fatal disease prey-

ing on him, is more important to him than the name of

the physician who discovers it. If it be true, as Senator

Morton virtually admits, and the history of the times abun-

dantly proves, that the administration of the government,
in all its branches, by the Republican party, has become so

corrupt, that every examination, whether self-made or not,

reveals immense official dishonesties, and that it takes the
time of one-half its leaders to investigate the other half,

then indeed has the time come for the people to rise, irre-
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fipectivc of part}-, and sweep the Augean stables. But poor

as the plea of the senator is on this point, he is not even

entitled to its benefit, for it is not sustained by the facts.

He enumerates the Credit Mobilicr, Sanborn, and District

of Columbia frauds as discoveries made by the Republican

party, and for which punishments were meted out to the

guilt}-. Xothing could be more spurious than such a claim.

"When the impartial history of these times shall be written,

the credit of arresting the public attention to the gigantic

frauds of the Credit Mobilier Company will be awarded to

Horace Greeley, who, in his speech at Indianapolis, while

a candidate for the Presidency, made the first exposure of

its stupendous schemes. This led to agitation and the sub-

sequent investigations, not in accordance with the wishes

of Eepublican oflacials, but against them. Public opinion,

once having seized the facts given by Mr. Greeley, forced

every step of the subsequent proceedings. No credit what-

ever is due on this subject to the Republican organization

or its great leaders. They simply quailed before the storm,

and traveled with the wind, because they could not do

otherwise.

The investigation and discovery of the fraudulent char-

acter of the Sanborn contracts for the collection of the

United States revenues, was more due to the courage and

industry of -James B. Beck, the able and valuable Demo-
cratic member of Congress from the Ashland district of

Kentucky, than to any other one man. If my memory is

correct, he first called the attention of the House and coun-

try to the subject, and took a leading position on it until

Secretary Richardson was driven from the treasury by the

disclosures that followed. Every effort was made at the

start, by the Republican leaders of the House and else-

where, to prevent investigation, and afterward to shield

their friends in office.

The origin of the investigations which resulted in the over-

throw of the government of the District of Columbia, is noto-

riously different from the senator's statement. The property-

holders of the District, a large majority of whom are Demo-
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crats, besieged Congress to order an official inquiry into the

charges of maladministration and corruption with which

the press was already teeming. When a respectable party

of your neighbors comes to your door and alleges that

there is reason to believe that stolen goods are hidden in

your house, and that they desire a search made, a refusal

on your part would be worse than a discovery after search,,

for then you could at least deny you knew they were there.

So with the Republican majority in Congress. It dared,

not deny an investigation. It simply chose the lesser of

two evils to its reputation. I am not now affirming or de-

nying the charges against the officials of the District of Co-

lumbia. I am slow to make charges of dishonesty, and

not swift to believe them when made by others. But Sen-

ator Morton, in order to gain credit for his party, asserts

the guilt of these officials, and claims the honor of their

exposure and punishment.

Having shown, however, that the senator's claim of dis-

covery is totally unfounded, how shall we gravely consider

his pretensions that the Eepublican party has punished

those whom it has exposed ? Punished ! Who has been

punished? Were all those members of Congress who held

stock in the Credit Mobilier punished by being reappointed

by the Speaker to the chairmanships of all the leading-

committees of the House? Was John A. Bingham, of

Ohio, punished for his shares of this stock by being ap-

pointed Minister to Japan ? Did the Eepublican Senate

punish him by its confirmation of his appointment ? Was
Kichardson punished when he was taken in his disgrace

from the treasury, and appointed to an exalted, judicial life

office ; and was Senator Morton inflicting punishment on
him when his confirmation was canned in the Senate ? Did
the President intend to punish Governor Shepherd when,
upon the close of the investigation which deprived him of

one office, he immediately appointed him to another ? Has
Sanborn been prosecuted for his offenses ? Is he undergoing
punishment in some State's prison for his crimes ? l^othing

of the kind. The political malefactors alluded to by Sen-
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ator Morton are all in high favor with their party, and
nearly all of them in office. Let me be understood on this

question of corruption. I do not believe that human na-

ture is changed according to the political party to which a
man belongs. The Kcpubliean administration of the gov-

ernment has become corrupt because of its long continu-

ance in power, and by the innumerable temptations and
opportunities by which its officials are surrounded. Such
is more or less the history of all parties when too long re-

tained in power. The Eepublican party is perhaps more-

corrupt at this time than any other party of modern times^

in this or other countries, by reason of the patronage and
Bpecnlations of the war, and its subsequent policy, by which

the entire South was turned over to official plunderers and
highwaymen. A change is imperatively demanded by
every public interest. Senator Morton pleads for a new
grant of power to his party. What does it bring you to

win your support ? Discord in its own councils over the

leading national issues ; a Congress framing a system of

finance, and the President vetoing it ; financial depression

and discouragement everywhere ; a crash like a thunder-

holt, six months ago, and its eflects still remaining; the

Southern States in ruins, and unable to contribute to

the general jjrosperity of the country ; the civil service of

the country debauched ; the revenues farmed out to knavea

for collection ; monopolies of all kinds fostered, until the

whole people are in open revolt against them. Those are

Bome of the fruits which the policy of the party in power
now exhibits for the approval of the American people. I

believe that the day of a great change is drawing near, and

if the Democratic party will sincerely and faithfully ad-

here to the cause of the people, despite the assaults of open

foes or pretended friends, and consecrate itself to the great

work that is before it, the responsibilities of the govern-

ment will once more be placed in its hands. If it falters

now, however, as to whether it will march under the banner

of monopoly or the banner of the people, its opportunity

is lost, and lost forever. Let us, therefore, deeply imbue
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our minds with the principles of a pure and true Democ-
racy, and enter the contest with strong hearts in favor of

restoring the government to its original purpose—a govern-

ment of the people, administered by the people, and for the

benefit of the people.
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FINANCIAL CONDITION OF THE COUNTRY.

[A speech delivered at Greencastle, Ind., September 24, 1874.]

Ladies axd Gentlemen:—I am here to-night to speak

very plainly. I am not now a candidate for your suffrages,

either directly or indirectly, and I never shall be. No
glittering prize in the shape of office, present or prospective,

tempts me to smother any portion of my convictions. I

expect nothing and fear nothing from the newspaper or-

gans of monopoly and extortion, whether they call them-

selves Eepublican, Democrat, or independent, and whether

they are published in the immediate vicinity of Wall street,

2s ew York, or under its extensive and pernicious influence

in the "\rest. As a private citizen, born in the ranks of

labor, and allied to its cause by every tie of blood and sym-

pathy, I appear before you to plead for the laboring people

against the bold, systematic, and stupendous robberies of

their own government.

The present era in politics is one of enlightened ideas

and more than ordinary self-assertion on the part of the

people. In all ages of the world two principles have con-

tended for the mastery in government—one, that the favored,

titled, and noble few should govern and live in idle luxury;

the other, that the toiling many should control and shape

public affairs for their own benefit. There has always been

a class in every country who believe themselves born to

rule and to receive tribute ; born booted and spurred to

ride the laboring classes, who are supposed by some to

come into the world saddled and bridled for menial service.

During the war, and more especially since its close, in this

country, in 1865, the claims and pretensions of this arro-

gant class have been steadily, and rapidly, and insolently
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advanced on all occasions, until the spirit of alarm and re-

sistance is abroad among the people in every rank and

grade of life. The unusual and unprecedented organiza-

tions of the laboring masses into self-protecting societies,

from New England to Oregon, show an intelligent appre-

ciation of the dangers which menace the people, and a de-

termination on their part no longer to submit to the abuses

of the party in power. These organizations are the off-

spring of a popular discontent, which is well founded.

They betoken also an earnest, popular will to reform and

purify the public service. They signify, too, that the real

sovereigns of this country have awakened to their power

and duty, and intend to maintain the blessings of free gov-

ernment. I find nothing inconsistent with my party alli-

ance in thus speaking of these labor organizations. A little

more than four years ago, January 28, 1870, in discussing

in Congress the subject of our national finance, I said

:

" But, while this question thus presents a common center,

which, with the irresistible force of some vast controlling

magnet, attracts every mind to its earnest contemplation,

yet the points of observation from which it is approached

and considered are widely separated, and stand apart like

places of fortified hostility frowning upon each other.

The great body of the people who work with their own
hands through all the weary days of the year, and whose
earnings constitute the wealth of the nation, occupy one

position, and with painful anxiety pray for relief against

the further operations of a system of appalling injustice

and crushing monopoly. The owners of idle capital, the

favorites of fortune and of special legislation, who, like the

lilies, toil not, and yet surpass kings in the splendor of their

habits and luxuries, occupy the other position, and invoke

the powers of the government to make no change ; to con-

tinue forever the enchantments of their feast, for which
others pay. The farmer, who forces the bosom of the

earth to yield its annual product for the support of men
and nations ; the mechanic, who increases the values of

things by his skillful industry ; the toilers of the land and
of the sea, in whatever avocations the gifts and bounties



FINANCIAL CONDITION OF THE COUNTRY. 471

of nature are extracted b}- human labor, discover in the

present policy of the government toward themselves, their

v'lassos, au<l their posterity after them, nothing save exac-

tions, usuries, and penalties. The man whose greatness of

brain and heart consists sole]3' in his superior ability to

wring money from the hands of others, and to amass suffi-

cient wealth to obscure his vision of justice on earth, and

to darken his hopes of heaven hereafter, beholds nothing

lu our revenue laws in regard to his interests except emol-

uments, richness, and careful exemptions. Sir, of these two
opposing classes, I arrange myself with the most friendless

in this body, in whose behalf a voice here speaking plainly

the truth is but seldom now heard. Monopoly and privilege

have clamored in high imperious tones in these halls for

years. They have secured a lodgment beyond the reach

of the humble and the poor. Their advocates on this floor

are numerous and able. They listen with impatience to

contradiction, and attempt to drown the authority of reason

by the force of worn-out epithets. The capitalist, for whom
American legislation is now enacted, is always here. He
has the time and means to look after his mighty interests

at the seat of government. He is vigilant, and his face

may be seen in all the corridors of the Capitol. He comes

armed with the powers of bonds, banks, and manufactories

;

and, wherever he treads, monopoly lifts up its ugly crest,

and mocks the people with the special favors it has received

at the hands of Congress? Why comes not the farmer

here ? Why is his honest, sunburnt face unknown in the

precincts of national legislation, at the ear of the execu-

tive, and in the long and busy aisles of the departments ?

"Why are his plain clothes never seen amid the throng

which surrounds and invades the capital? He is a power,

above all others, which upholds the entire political and

social structure. From his hard hands flow those constant

rivulets which feed and swell the illimitable ocean of our

revenues. Delegations crowd the official chambers of the

government in behalf of every human enterprise except that

which is greatest of all—the cause of labor. The farmer

and the mechanic toil at home to meet the exactions of the
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tax-gatherer, while those whose hands are unstained with

labor, and whose lives are given to sumptuous ease, shape

the legislation of the country for the purposes of private

gain and individual monopolies. In the absence of the

laborer, I propose, to-day, to speak for his welfare, and, ta

the best of my abilities, uphold his cause."

Since the above passage was spoken, time has deepened'

in the minds of the people a sense of the truths it contains,

and as I then defined my position on the great questions

of capital and labor, so now I will maintain it. I spoke

then as a Democrat, and I speak now as one ; and I hope

to be able to show that inside of the Democratic party,

and by virtue of its plainly declared principles, honestly

carried out, a perfect political reformation can be fully

accomplished. Let us examine the present attitude of

parties.

At this hour the foremost issue in the American mind is

the resumption of specie payments. When the last session

of Congress convened, in December, 1873, with the wrecks-

of financial ruin and distress strewing the country, there

was not a man in the United States bold enough to pub-

licly breathe such a purpose. Even the President talked,,

in his message, of so regulating the volume of our currency

as to give relief to the paralyzed industries of the nation.

Encouraged by his view, and stimulated by the universal

demand of all the active business interests of the people,

the most eminent leaders of the Republican party took

steps in Congress to secure a very moderate expansion of

the circulating medium. This movement was so in har-

mony with the position of the Democratic party that it was
hailed everywhere as a victory for the people, extorted by
the financial panic from the money power which has so

long controlled the Republican party. But the protracted

discussion which ensiied gave time for the hard spirit of

greed, which had for a moment been abashed by the gen-

eral suffering, to creep out of" its iron vaults in the great

money centers, and to gain the executive's chamber, and
squat at his ready -and open ear. He listened to a silent

but omnipotent influence. So unexpected a veto was
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hardly ever before delivered in American history. The
most faithful friends General Grant ever had, and who had
worked for this bill in the belief that they wore carrying

out his view, received the first intimation to the contrary

Tvhen the veto message was read by the secretary of the

Senate. Xo wonder that senators sat pale and appalled

under its reading, and went home sick when it was fin-

ished. The administration had in a moment, and without

warning, shifted its ground, and placed its policy in open

defiance to the well-known wishes of four-fifths of the

laboring people of the United States, and that, too, on the

most sensitive subject in American politics. It declared

itself in favor of a speedy return to specie payments, and

consequently in favor of an immense contraction of the

amount of money now in circulation. The organization

of the Republican party yielded to this faithless act of the

administration, and stands now, however reluctantly, pre-

cisely where the President placed it by his veto. The or-

gans of the bondholders' unlawful robbery, the agents of

monopoly, have been singing a jubilee in his praise ever

since. This is just. He is entitled to the approval and

Bupport. of all who think the people ought to pay more
than they owe, who demand a return to specie payments

before our national debt is paid accoi'ding to the laws under

which it was created. Let principles prevail, and let men
follow where their principles lead. The Republican party

now stands forth the acknowledged champion of a dimin-

ished currency in order to return to a system of specie pay-

ments. Let those who believe in such a plan of finance

prove their sincerity by joining that party, while more

than half a million Republican laborers will vote the

Democratic ticket, if we convince them that they are not

to be betrayed by us as they have been by their own

leaders.

It is difficult to consider with patience much of the

senseless clamor we now hear on the subject of specie psiy-

ments. Its advocates scarcely ever condescend to point out

any method by which it is to be done. They are not so

much to blame for this, however, if a few facts are taken
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into consideration. This government is possessed of not

more than one hundred and fifty millions of gold, with no

prospect of greatly increasing that amount at any early day.

Our paper circulation of greenbacks and bank-notes

amounts to about seven hundred and thirty millions. A
school-boy, at his first lesson in arithmetic, will show these

specie payment financiers that the amount of gold we have

to resume with, will go nearly five times into our volume

of currency, and that we could pay just twenty-one cents

on the dollar, if resumption should be declared. These are

the hard facts as they exist, and it would seem that a man
who, in the face of them, would talk about speedy specie

payments, was unfit to have the care of himself, much less

the care of his country.

But now and then an organ of oppression more bold

than others, proclaims precisely what resumption means

and how it is to be reached. The Chicago Times says

:

" Destroy and burn the money now in circulation in the

hands of the people until there is no more of it than there

is gold to redeem it with." This is a plain and easily under-

stood proposition, and the only one on that side of the

question which fa,irly meets the issue. But the imagina-

tion of man can not conceive the universal, appalling, and
destructive consequences of such an atrocious policy. Re-

duce the amount of currency in this country to a gold

basis, and there would ensue such scenes of ruin, want,

and wretchedness as would cause the civilized world to

stand aghast with horror. The devastations of a victori-

ous invading army would be more easily borne by the peo-

ple than the destruction of values, the downfall of busi-

ness, the loss of employment, which would follow such a
course. With a circulating medium only equal in amount
to the gold on hand for its redemption, one-half the people

of the United States would have to abandon their property

to the government for non-payment of taxes. Pork would
not bring a dollar a hundred ; wheat, thirty cents a bushel

;

corn, ten cents ; nor a first-class horse, fifty dollars. But
when we reach this point, the advocate of contraction and
specie payments denies that it is intended to contract that
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much. If it is not the purpose of the contractionists to

reduce the circulation until it is within the reach of gold,

dollar for dollar, then thoy at once admit that specie pay-
ment is not a reality, that it is a mere form of words to

create a delusive confidence ; that it is meant to deceive
the people into the belief that there is a gold dolkr wait-
ing to redeem every paper dollar in their possession, when
such is not the fact ; that the whole theory is a deception,

an imposition, a sham, a cheat, and a lie, and that the act-

nal payment in specie of a paper circulation never did and
never will take place in any part of the civilized globe.

I would be glad for some of those gentlemen who have
found recently that it is '• statesmanlike " to utter incom-
prehensible sentences on the subject of specie payments,
to explain whether they mean the actual thing, or whether
it is an ideal resumption they are discussing. Meeting
them, however, on the ground that it is a mere theory, a

sort of permissible falsehood, intended to content the peo-

ple by fraud, and still their miserable and rotten policy

would bring to the country wholesale bankruptcy, and to

the laboring masses endless misery, if we admit that

three dollars in paper may circulate for every one dollar

of gold the government owns, and label that policy with

the spurious and counterfeit brand of " specie payment;"

yet to do this, two hundred and eighty millions of our

present money would have to be withdrawn from circula-

tion and destroyed, thus leaving but four hundi'ed and fifty

millions on which to do the vast and increasing business

of this expansive and growing country. 'No better show-

ing can be made than this on the side of contraction and

resumption ; and in view of it, will any man in Indiana,

with sufficient capacity to know the price of his own labor

and produce, indorse such a scheme and embrace its con-

sequences ? I need not stop to portray the results that

would attend a contraction of two hundred and eighty

millions—the very least that can take place before even a

pretended resumption can follow. A financial crash would

fill the whole land, beside which, the panic of last fall

would be too insignificant for mention. In order to fore-
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see the calamities of contraction in the future, it is only

necessary to look back briefly on the past.

According to the report of the Secretary of the Treasury

issued August, 1865, the volume of our circulation at that

time, including the five per cent, legal-tender notes and

certificates of indebtedness which were used in the larger

transactions of trade and financial exchange, amounted to

$1,152,914,892.67, upward of four hundred millions more

than we have now. "What was the efiect of this large

amount of paper circulation on the business of the

country ? It will be found by reference to Hunt's Maga-
zine and Year-hook, for 1870, a standard authority, that

during the years of 1863, 1864, and 1865—the years of the

greatest expansion—the aggregate liabilities of all the com-

mercial failures in the United States amounted only to

the sum of $34,103,000. It was then, however, that

Hugh McCullough, Secretary of the Treasurj'^, began

his favorite policy of contraction—of destroying the

circulation in the hands of the people for the benefit

of the moneyed corporations and monopolists. The
same authority I have just cited, shows the fruits of

his policy. The aggregate liabilities for the commercial

failures of 1866 amount to $47,333,000, being thirteen

million two hundred and thirty thousand doUai-s more in

one year under contraction, than in the three years previous.

Take the next three years, however, while the work of

contraction was going on, and the result is still more- as-

tounding. During the years of 1867, 1868, and 1869, the

liabilities for commercial failures reached the enormous
sum of $208,739,000 ! But does some one ask the amount
of contraction during that period? I will answer. Mr.
McCullough, in his report of July, 1868, shows, as a thing

to boast of, that he had withdrawn from circulation, since

AuguGt, 1865, the vast sum of $372,354,779.27. But a
fraction less than a hundred and twenty-five millions a
year of contraction ! No wonder that the withering and
deadly influence of such a policy continued to blight the

business prosperity of the country. The years of 1870,

1871, and 1872 exhibit the sum of $286,005,000 of liabili-
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lies growing out of the commercial failures of those three

years. And as a culmination, for the present, at least, of

this most disastrous financial idea, we find that during the

one year of 1S73, the liabilities arising from similar fail-

ures in business reach the fearful sum of $228,499,000.

These are not the figures of prosperity and financial suc-

cess. They are, rather, the figures of destruction to trade

and labor. They tell of stagnation and derangement in

«very branch of business, and of the loss of employment
by hundreds of thousands of laborers. They tell of pov-

erty, want, and misery. They tell of the sufierings of

women and children whose piteous sorrows make no noise

in the great world and pass away unheralded. Yet full in

the face of these figures and of the facts which they prove,

Mr. McCuUougli returns to Indiana from his London bank-

ing-house and urges a continued contraction of fifty million

a year for the future, until the amount of paper left in cir-

culation shall reach a gold basis. His manner of speaking

of those who difier from him is also very contemptuous.

He alludes to the Indiana Democratic platform of July last

as being made to be disregarded and " spit upon." The
voters of Indiana and of the whole country will be slow to

believe that it becomes a man, whose career as secretary

of the American treasury was fraught with commercial

ruin, and whose position now as an English banker, with

Jay Cooke as his American partner, is compromised by the

financial panic of the past year and the wide-spread suff"er-

ings of his countrymen, to open his mouth at this time

with sneering advice on the duties of the hour. Nor will

they listen with much patience to the invocations of a fed-

eralist, a capitalist, a banker, and a foreign money-changer

as addressed to the shade of Jefferson, who, in express

words, declared in favor of making treasury notes legal

tender in payment of public loans the same as specie ; of

Jackson, whose whole life was a warfare against the privi-

leges of monopoly ; of Benton, whose assaults upon the

system of banking made him the horror of bankers ; and

of Silas "Wright, the determined enemy of every federal

tendency of the government.
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In connection with the questions of specie payment, and

consequent contraction, the recent State platform unani-

raously adopted by the Democratic party of Indiana as-

sembled in convention, always meets with the deep resent-

ment and .fierce hostility of those who feel that they have

almost within their grasp the fruits of dishonest legislation

on the subject of the finances. The angry and terrified

cry of detected and interrupted plunderers has rung out

against the principles of that platform ever since its adop-

tion. A den of robbers suddenly summoned by the officers

of the law to answer for their ill-gotten booty, could hardly

titter louder exclamations of mingled menace and alarm,

than have been heard from the adherents of the money-
power against the Indiana Democracy. The bondholding

drones in the hive, who eat and wax fat on the honey gath-

ered by the laborers, put up a most indignant lamentation.

I confess that these sounds are sweet music to me. "When-

ever the comfortable quarters of monopoly, idle wealth,

and untaxed luxury are beaten up and disturbed, and their

pampered inmates protest against such a breach of privi-

lege, I then know that something has been said or done in

the right directipn and on the side of the people. Abuse
from such sources I welcome as conclusive proof that I
am doing right. Their praise is a deadly contamination ta

any man who receives it. The public men who at this time

go before the laboring masses, bearing the indorsement of

the Chicago Times, New York World, Indianapolis Sentinel^

and other organs of bondholding robbery, will be received

with open distrust, and will be punished because of the bad
principles of their indorsers.

The principal point of attack made against the Demo-
cratic platform of this State, is in regard to the payment of

that portion of our national debt which is comprised in the
five-twenty bonds. A few weeks ago I discussed that

proposition, and showed, by the laws themselves, and by
the construction given them by those who drafted them,
that these bonds were created and sold under the distinct

and specific legal obligation that they were to be paid off in

legal-tender notes. Indeed, this great historical fact was
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never publicly called in question or disputed until after

the election of Grant, in 1SG8. lie carried Indiana on the
distinct platform that the five-twenty bonds were payalile
in greenbacks. Morton canvassed the whole State, telling'

the people, in the words of the Republican platform of that
year, that

" The public debt, made necessary by the rebellion,

should be honestly paid, and all the bonds issued therefor
should be paid in legal tenders, commonly called green-
backs, except where, by their express terms, they provide
otherwise, and paid in such quantities as will make the
circulation commensurate with the commercial wants of the
country."

Grant, as a candidate for the presidency, and all his fol-

lowers at that time, stood on this doctrine, and -said it was
the law. In Ohio, the same position was assumed and main-
tained by the Republican party in the presidential canvass.

It spoke as follows :

" That the Republican party pledges itself to the faithful

payment of the public debt, according to law, and we hereby
express our conviction that, according to the laws under
which the five-twenty bonds were issued, said bonds should

be paid in the currency of the country, which may be legal

tenders, when the government shall be prepared to redeem
such bonds."

Senator Sherman solemnly assured the people of Ohio,

and of the United States, that such was the law. Not con-

tent with this platform definition of the law, however, he

wrote a letter, in which he is very carefully explicit on this

subject. He said :

" My construction of the law is the result of careful ex-

amination, and I feel quite sure that an impartial court

would confirm it, if the case could be tried before a court."

This construction of the law so carefully arrived at, he

stated as follows

:

" I think the bondholder violates his promise when he

refuses to take the same kind of money he paid for the

bonds."

Again, in this letter, he defines who, under his deliberate
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construction of the law, are the repudiators, and likewise

who are the extortioners. He wrote the following plain

truths

:

" If the bondholder can legally demand only the kind

of money he paid, then he is a repudiator and extortioner

to demand money more valued than he gave."

I challenge the reproduction of a single Republican State

platform in the United States, or the utterance of a single

prominent Republican leader, prior to the election of Gen-

eral Grant, in 1868, declaring that the five-twenty bonds

were payable in gold. It was during the canvass of 1868,

that Thaddeus Stevens repelled, with such vehement
indignation, the intimation made by Mr. Ross, a Demo-
cratic member from Illinois, that the Republican party were
in favor of such mode of payment. He declared that such a

construction of the law would be a fraud, a swindle, and a

robbery of the tax-payers. This was heard by Congress

and the country, yet no man opened his mouth to contra-

dict him. Everybody accepted his statement, as they did

John Sherman's, as a correct construction of the law. But
now what do we see and hear on all sides ? Senator Sher-

man, in speaking of the financial principles of the Indiana

Democratic platform on the 2d of this month, at Columbus,
said

:

" If it were possible to commit a crime, by the announce-
ment of an atrocious political dogma, this would be a
crime."

That which he characterizes as an atrocious political

dogma now, in a Democratic platform, is precisely what
he contended for in the Ohio platform of six years ago,"

and precisely what he said was the law in his letter of
March 20, 1868, from which I have quoted. He then be-

lieved, as the result of careful examination, that an im-
partial court would confirm this " atrocious political dogma."
Then, he solemnly declared that if the holder of the five-

twenty bond demanded any other kind of money than that
which he gave for it, he was a repudiator and an extor-

tioner. Now, he denounces the Democracy of Indiana as

having almost committed a crime in asserting the same
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principle in much less violent language. I would say that if

it were a crime in law, as it is in morals, for an official serv-

ant of the people to repudiate his promises and belie his

convictions, to betray his constituents in the interest of

repudiatoi"s and extortioners, then Senator Sherman would.

rank with the most prominent criminals of American

history.

The unblushing eft'rontery with which these assailants-

of the Indiana platform ignore or misstate the best known

facts of our legislative history, is also something amazing.

Mr. McCuUouch, in his attack, says :

"By every member of the House and of the Senate who-

participated in the debate, when the issue of the bond*

was under consideration, and who in terms alluded to them,.

they were spoken of as gold bonds."

This statement is so notoriously untrue, and so easily ex-

posed, that it is difficult to conceive that it was made by a

man having any regard at all for his reputation. On page-

4178 of the Congressional Globe, for the second session of

the Fortieth Congress, will be found the declaration of

Thaddeus Stevens that, at the time the five-twenty bonds

were authorized, he had a dozen times explained, as chair-

man of Ways and Means, that they were not gold bonds,

but were payahle in legal-tender notes.

He also speaks, on the same page, of our folly, as he-

styles it, in granting coin payment of interest even on these

bonds. An examination, also, of the debate in the Hous&

of Representatives, shows that the whole contest was over

the question of the manner of paying the interest, and not

the principal. The act of February 26, 1862, first passed

the House without any provision that the interest on the

five-twenty bonds should be paid in coin. It went to the

Senate, and was there amended so as to call for interest in

coin. With this amendment it returned to the House, and

there met with violent opposition hecause of such amend-

ment. On page 821 of part 1 of the Congressional Globe,

for the second session of the Thirty-seventh Congress, will

be found the speech of Mr. Spaulding, of New York, a

member of the Committee of Ways and Means, earnestly
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denpunciiig the payment of interest, much less the princi-

pal, in any other or better money than the soldiers were

•compelled to receive. Among other things, he said :

" I am opposed to all these amendments of the Senate

-which discriminate in favor of the holders of bonds and

notes by compelling the government to go into the streets

•every six months, to sell bonds at the market price, to pur-

•chase gold and silver, in order to pay the interest in coin

to the capitalists who now hold United States stocks and

treasury notes heretofore issued, or that may hold bonds

and notes hereafter to be issued; while all other persons

in the United States, including the army and navy, and all

who supply them food and clothing, are compelled to re-

ceive legal-tender treasury notes in payment of demands

•^due them from the government."

On page 900 of the same volume of the Globe, Mr. Ste-

vens also bitterly denounced the Senate amendment pro-

viding for coin payment of interest. He demonstrates the

injustice of paying the interest in gold in the following

language

:

"Now, in less than a year, taking the public debt at

what my colleague makes it—I make it more—$1,200,000,-

OOO, what will the interest be upon it at seven and three-

tenths per cent., for it will all center in that rate of inter-

est? It will be 187,000,000, and one-half of this interest,

$43,500,000, must be raised every six months, for the pay-

ment of this interest, and it is to be raised in coin, which
nobody holds but the large capitalists. Does anybody sup-

pose that they are going to give that coin for such notes

as we are now about to issue, at par? They will sell the

gold for what their consciences will allow, and they will

compel the government to give anything they choose, unless

the government consents to become dishonored. The first

purchase of gold by the government will fix the value of

these notes which we issue and declare to be a legal tender.

The sale will fix their value at ten, fifteen, or twenty-five

per cent, discount, and then, every poor man when he buys
his beef, his pork, and his supplies, must submit to this

^fifteen or twenty-five per cent, discount, because you have
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said that shall be the value of the very notes which you
have made a legal tender to him, but not u legal tender to
those who fix the value of these very notes."

It was thus that ]Mr. Stevens, the Republican leader of
the House, contended that the treasury notes now known
US greenbacks should be legal tender for interest on the
bonds as well as for the principal. In the whole debate no
one claimed or intimated the payment of the principal in

gold ; but after a severe contest of several days, the Senate
amendment providing for the coin payment of interest was
retained, as it now stands in the law. "When, therefore,

Mr. McCulloch says that these bonds were spoken of as

gold bonds, by every member of the House and of the Sen-
ate who participated in the debate, and who, in terms, al-

luded to them, he manifests either a purpose to deceive or

an ignorance on the subject so dense as to be equally un-

pardonable.

"When beaten, however, on every proposition of law, and
on every point of history relating to the law on which the

five-twenty bonds were issued and sold, the advocates of the

money power, the apologists for plunder, always fall back on
that gigantic fraud known as the act of March 18, 1869.

Fourteen days after the inauguration of General Grant the

w^ell-defined, pdainly written, carefully constructed, and uni-

versally admitted law of the contract between the people of

the United States, on the one hand, and the bondhokling pub-

lic creditors on the other, was sought to be set aside, and

another contract enacted into its place, whereby the unlaw-

ful gain of the bondholders, and the consequent plunder of

the tax-payers, would amount to at least five hundred

millions of dollars. Such a piece of legislative villainy

as this has no equal in history. People have been robbed

to the same extent, and greater, by war, but never be-

fore under the quiet forms of pretended legislation. If the

American people will patiently submit to this stupendous

outrage, and continue those in power who inflicted it, then

they will deserve all that can ever befall them hereafter.

This act of March, 1869, is not law. It has no legal bind-

ing force whatever. The people had a vested I'ight, under



484 SPEECHES OF HON. DANIEL W. VOOEHEES.

existing laws, to pay these bonds in legal-tender notes, the

lawful money of the country, and no subsequent legisla-

tion could divest them of that right. Such is the rule of

law decided by every court in Christendom. Every lawyer

in the world knows it to be the law, and the plain maa
with common sense, though unlearned in the law, knows-

it equally as well. Senator Morton, on page 55 of the-

Congressional Globe for the first session of the Forty-first

Congress, in speaking of the bearing of this act of March^

1869, on the various laws under which the five-twenty

bonds were issued, says

:

" It gives to those laws a construction that I do not be-

lieve in, and that I have shown is contradicted by at least

four acts of Congress."

Knowing this to be true, as I do, I denounce this attempt

to contradict " at least four acts of Congress," by virtue-

of which vast pecuniary interests had become fixed, as null

and void. It is not now, never was, and never w-ill be

binding in a court of morals or a court of law. The act

of a miserable felon, who changes a promissory note from,

an obligation to pay in currency to one to pay in gold, and

for which he goes to the penitentiary, is entitled to exactly

the same respect as the act of March .18, 1869. The one is-

a forgery, and so is the other. The one obtains a few dol-

lars by fraud ; the other obtains many hundreds of millions.

The one is an individual crime ; the other is a piece of leg-

islative villainy so vast as to comprise innumerable crimes.

The injury of the one is brief and limited ; the disasters

inflicted by the other are endless and universal.

If there are those who are willing to go before the people,,

telling them that the act of March 18, 1869, is "a fact ac-

complished," and that they must now acquiesce in and sup-

port it, with no effort to get rid of it, I am not of that

number. Others may, if they choose, advise the daily la-

boring millions that, without law, and against law, and in

repudiation of law, they are to toil on, they and their

children after them, to pay five hundred millions and more
of money to the usurers and money-changers, not one dol-

lar of which they owe ; but may the gift of speech forsake-
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me, and my tongue be forever still, before I join in such

advice. There are some crimes against the people too

monstrous for acquiescence or compromise, and this is one.

The people are the masters in this country yet. There is

no wrong for which the remedy is not in their own hands.

The traveler maj' be overpowered by highwaymen, but if

he is the stronger, or has help at hand, he does not volun-

tarily submit. I call upon the people to assert their strength

on this subject, and never cease their efforts until they are

released from the shackles which perfidious legislation has

placed upon their labor.

But it is urged that since the act of March, 1869, many
of these bonds have changed owners ; that, relying on its

provisions, the capitalists of this and other countries bought

them at an advanced price from the capitalists who took

them in the first instance. Admitting that this is true,

there is still a short and conclusive answer. When the

humblest citizen in the Republic makes a contract in ig-

norance of the law on that subject, he is held in court to

have known the law, and to suffer the consequences of his

contract. So, too, in the case of the most ignorant and

unlettered criminal ever placed at the bar of justice.

Though he never read a line in his life, yet he is held to

know all the statutes, the offenses which they prohibit, and

the penalties they impose. The money dealers, however,

who buy and sell bonds, are men of the highest inteUigence

in their calling, keen-sighted, careful, shrewd, and watch-

ful. The laws of Congress, commencing with the act of

Tebruary 26, 1862, on the subject of finances, have never

been out of their sight or mind a moment. They knew

them all by heart. They knew what bonds were payable

in paper and what in gold. They knew that the five-

twenty bonds had been sold in the beginning as paper

bonds, at a heavy discount, and they knew that no subse-

quent act of Congress could make them legally payable in

gold.

If, under these circumstances, they traflicked in these

bonds on the strength of the act of March, 1869, they did

so with the record before them, knowing this act to be a
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brokers' operation, and a bull movement, to affect their

price in the market, as was announced by an eminent sen-

ator at the time. Under such circumstances, should the

people have such sympathy for these operators as to make
them willing to submit to shameless robbery, for fear of

disturbing their enormous gains? They speculated with

their eyes open, and at their own peril, and even if now
they should lose some of their winnings, I would see nO'

hardships in it, compared to the hardships of the people.

They not only had notice of record, but also actual notice

given by the greatest leaders of the Eepublican party, that

this act now relied on was a fraud, and passed for a fraud-

ulent purpose. And let me warn them that if they insist

on reaping the benefits of such an infamous enactment, the

day may come when the people will think that the princi-

ple by which a debt may be increased by legislation may
be as well put in practice to diminish it. If a contract

may be changed in order to jalunder them', it may likewise

be changed in order to relieve them.

But it has been suggested by the defenders of this in-

iquity that the act of March, 1869, was the act of the

people themselves, and hence that it is binding upon them,

and irrepealable. If this doctrine was correct, there would
be no escape from the most fraudulent legislation on any
subject. And let me here ask, why this principle was not

advanced when this very act of March, 1869, was brought

forward to contradict, as Senator Morton said, four prior

acts of Congress on the same subject? What greater power
had it to repeal these four prior acts, by which the rights

of the people had been secured, than an act of Congress
hereafter would have to repeal it? Why is one act of Con-
gress so much more sacred and irrepealable than all others

in regard to the same matter? Only because under this

one act of March, 1869, a stupendous national robbery has
taken place, and the plunderers are fighting under its pro-

visions to retain their spoils.

It has been suddenly discovered, however, that whatever
the law may have been, or now is, yet the greenback cur-

rency is totally unfit to pay such debts of dignity as the
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bonds. For two months past, wo have rcail every day that
the treasury notes now in circulation, called greenbacks,
were really nothing but valueless "shinplastcrs;" an irre-

deemable " rag circulation ;" not money at all ; entitled to
no respect whatever, because they did not represent their

face in gold coin, hid away in some bank-vault. There is

a loud cry for their destruction, as if they were noxious in

the sight of the fastidious money kings. Those who de-

fend them, and want the people to have more, are called

"shinplaster swindlers" by the organs of dishonest gain.

But while the character of the people's favorite currency is

thus traduced by the hired harpies of Wall street, let me
enumerate a few of its virtues

:

1. It is worth in the vei'y house of its enemies, in the

gamblers' gold-room in Xew York, ninety-one cents on
the dollar, in spite of every effort to depreciate it, and it

rose under the pressure of the panic. This is miscalled its

value on a gold basis. If its value did depend on an actual

gold basis, it would be worth but twenty-one cents on the

dollar, as I have shown. It has, therefore, to-day a value

of seventy-one cents above an actual gold value. Will

some disciple of a specie basis explain how this comes ?

He can not, but I can. It comes in nowise from the belief

or desire of the people that this currency will be redeemed

dollar for dollar in gold, but it arises solely from their con-

fidence in the stability and perpetuity of the government

which issued it. We have, therefore, a currency worth

only nine per cent, less than gold among the sharks them-

selves, while it has only twenty-one per cent, of gold to

lean on. The truth is, it does not lean on it at all. It ex-

ists independent of it, and would be just as valuable a

circulating medium if there was not a dollar of gold locked

up at Washington.

We hear much lamentation that the balance of trade

with foreign nations is against us, and that this country is

consequently deprived of its gold. If the balance of trade

is against us, it signifies that we are importing into the

United States more in value than we are exporting; or, in

other words, that we are bringing more wealth into the
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country than we are Bending out of it. And even if gold

and silver are exported to accomplish this object, it vi^ould

seem that they could be put to no better use. If this is

thought to be a heresy by the specie-payment financiers of

the present day, I can only rely for my support on the

principles of a work which has been a standard authority

for a century past. The greatest political economist and

financier the world has produced was Adam Smith, the

author of " The Wealth of Nations." In it'he says

:

" The balance of produce and consumption may be con-

stantly in favor of a nation, though what is called the bal-

ance of trade be generally against it. A nation may im-

port to a greater value than it exports for half a century

together; the gold and silver which come into it during all

this time, may be all immediately sent out of it; its circu-

lating coin may gradually decay, different sorts of paper

money being substituted in its place, and even the debts

too, which it contracts in the principal nations with whom,
it deals, may be gradually increasing; and yet its real

wealth, the exchangeable value of the annual produce of

its lands and labor, may, during the same period, have

been increasing in a much greater proportion."

The conclusions of the great Scotch thinker and writer

are amply sustained by the history of the wealthiest com-
mercial nation on earth. " England has been growing in

wealth more rapidly during the last quarter of a century

than any other nation. Yet the balance of trade has been
all the time and heavily against her." Here are the facts

showing, by periods, the growth of her commerce, and the

invariable balance of trade against her

:

1855—Imports into the United Kingdom ; $717,714,250

1855—Exports from tlie United Kingdom 583,456,500

Balance of trade "against" England 131,257,500

1860—Imports into the United Kingdom 1,052,654,365

1860—Exports from the United Kingdom 822,606,755

Balance of trade " against" England 230,047,640

1865—Imports into the United Kingdom 1,355,862,425

1865—Exports from the United Kingdom 1,094,157,880

Balance of trade "against" England 261,763,540

1870—Imports into United Kingdom 1,516,287,465

1870—Exports from the United Kingdom 1,220,402,885

Balance of trade " against" England 295,884,580
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1ST2—Imports into United Kingdom Si ,773,408,120

1S72—Exports from the United Kingdom l,r)72,im,170

Balance of trade "against" England 200,523,950

If this balance of trade " against" England was a loss

to her, she would, in twenty years, lose nearly five thou-

sand millions of dollars, and would long since have been

bankrupt. Men ship goods to foreign lands, not to lose,

but to make monej'. A sound thinker and a brilliant

writer in this country furnishes the following valuable

reasoning on this point

:

" The balance of trade, as a general rule, measures the

profit accruing to the country against which the balance

seemingly stands. The goods we import are worth to us

what they cost us delivered at our door; otherwise we
would not import them. If we receive foreign goods

worth 8500,000,000, and send out in exchange goods worth

only §400,000,000, we make by the exchange the difference

in the true values, notwithstanding that there is a seeming

balance of trade of §100,000,000 against us. The extent

of this balance of trade shows our profit in the exchange.

If a house in Xew York ships to Liverpool cotton to the

value of four million dollars, and orders the proceeds in-

vested in railroad iron, and the iron received in exchange

when it comes to the' port of New York, is valued at five

million dollars, there is a balance of trade shown against

the Xew York house of a million dollars on the books of

the custom-house, but that balance does not show that the

house has lost a million dollars in the transaction, nor that

it has a million dollars yet to pay in order to make the

transaction square ; it shows simply that it has traded four

million dollars' worth of cotton for five million dollars'

worth of iron, that it has made a million of dollars in the

transaction, and that the transaction is ended."

In this connection, another absurd idea is always ad-

vanced by the defenders of a gold basis, and a speedy re-

turn of specie payments. It is contended that we send

abroad gold enough to pay the apparent balance of trade

against us. K this were true, the amount of specie shipped
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abroad would exactly correspond with the amount of this

balance of trade. But the wide disparity of the two

amounts shows the fallacy of this proposition. According

to the last annual report of the Secretary of the Treasury,

the gold value of the balance of trade against us during

the fiscal year ending June 1, 1873, was |119,550,647.

The export of gold and silver over the import for the same
period was $62,127,637 ; only a very little more than one-

half the amount of this balance of trade so much spoken

of by pretentious financiers. The truth is, our exports of

specie perform exactly the same service in paying for

products received in exchange, as the corn, cotton, wool,

pork, and other commodities that are shipped abroad.

Thus it will be seen that the idea so constantly put forth,

that the balance of trade has drained this country of its

gold and silver, and thus prevented a return to specie pay-
ments, is a fallacy, and easily exp'oded by the facts. In-

deed, American history, as well as English history, con-

firms the conclusions of Adam Smith, just cited. Our cir-

culating coin has decayed, paper money has taken its place,

sustained as a valuable medium of commerce and trade,

not by a specie basis at all, but by a confidence in the real

and constantly increasing wealth of the country, " the ex-
changeable value of the annual produce of its lands and
labor." And now let us see what this currency, resting on
such a basis, has done for the American people in the
past.

With legal-tender notes the debt of the State of Indiana,
amounting to upward of ten millions, was paid. Much of
this debt, too, was contracted before the war on a gold
basis. The debts of nearly all the States were paid in the
same way. Greenbacks, heretofore, were good enough for
State creditors. Are they not good enough for national
creditors? It was not called repudiation then. Why
should it be called repudiation now ?

All private debts have been paid in this currency for
more than twelve years past, whether such debts were con-
tracted when gold and silver were the only legal tender, or
afterward. In this way payments have been made between
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individuals amounting to more than five times our national

debt. It seems that the people were not yet aware that

this currency was mere "shinplaster scrip," such as is

issued by a wild-cat bank in the backwoods. Do they

think so now ?

Greenbacks were also good enough to pay the soldier for

his blood and his life during the war, and that, too, when
they were worth not more than half as much as they are

now. They paid him for the long march, for the smoky
battle, for the picket line, for the headlong charge, for the

bursting shell over his head, for his shattered limbs, for the

amputating knife and saw, for the sad scenes of the hos-

pital, for the gathering dews of death on his face, for his

glazing eye, for his faltering heart, and his expiring groan.

They paid for all these sacrifices, and no one cried out re-

pudiation then, who cry out so loudly now in behalf of the

shylocks who are demanding their pound of flesh.

Greenbacks were good enough to pay the widow for the

loss of him who strained her to his heart and then went to

the front to die ; they were good enough to pay the mother

for the loss of him who went from her in the beautiful

dawn of manhood and came back no more forever; they

were good enough to pay the veteran for his pain who
dragged his wounded and broken frame home to subsist as

best he could ; they have been for many years good enough

for such services as these, but just now they are found to

be far inferior to the merits and claims of a bondholder.

There was a time, however, strange as it may now seem,

when greenbacks were esteemed good enough for even the

bondholder. But it was when he paid them out in the

purchase of the bonds for which he now demands gold.

They paid for every five-twenty bond that was ever in ex-

istence. "When they were worth only fifty cents on the

dollar, they paid for these bonds dollar for dollar. One

thousand dollars in greenbacks worth five hundred dollars

in gold, bought a thousand-dollar bond, which it is now

claimed shall be paid in gold at its face. When legal-

tender notes were rendering this welcome service to the cap-



492 SPEECHES OF HON. DANIEL W. VOORHBBS.

italist, they were not " shinplasters " nor yet " irredeemable

rag currency."

They were then recognized as the money by which the

Union was preserved ; by which our credit was upheld at

Lome and abroad; by which our country grew and devel-

oped its resources even amidst a tremendous war ; by wl^ich

the Pacific railroads were built during a period of civil

etrife, and by which a commercial prosperity prevailed

which we have never had since. Then it was held to be

disloyal to oppose them as a legal tender. They then

served the purpose of capitalists as well as the people.

Now the capitalists desire gold, while the people still have

faith in greenbacks and want more of them.

If the bondholders should be required to receive the

same kind of money in payment for the bonds which they

paid for them, and thus redeem themselves from the charge

of being repudiators and extortioners made by Senator

Sherman, would they be sufferers in an equitable point of

view ? I have considered the law, and all the world knows
what it is. Let us look into the equities. It will be borne

in mind that all the bonds were purchased for greenbacks

when greenbacks were worth from twenty to forty per cent.

less than they are now. I have examined this question

closely heretofore by the books of the Register of the

Treasury, and my statements will not be successfully con-

tradicted.

In 1862 the government sold six per cent, five-twenty

bonds to the amount of $60,982,450, and received for them
greenbacks, at their face, dollar for dollar. The demand
now is, that these bonds shall be paid in gold at their face,

and yet, owing to the depreciation of greenbacks at the
time of their purchase, only $44,030,649 in gold was paid
for them. This makes a clear speculation of $16,951,801
in favor of the bondholder iu this first transaction. On this

olear speculation, the bondholders have received interest

for eleven years, amounting to $11,187,188, which, added
to its principal, makes the sum of |28,138,989 already re-

ceived in that single transaction, for which not one dollar
was ever paid.
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In 1863, the government sold of the same kind of bonds,

$160,987,555, for Avhich it received an equal amount in

greenbacks. A standard authority placed the average

price of gold during that year at $1.58 in currency. It

will thus be seen that these bonds cost their purchasers

but $101,890,854 in gold, leaving a profit of $59,096,696,

without including the interest. For ten years, however,

the government has paid interest on this naked profit, this

principal without any consideration. The interest thu&

paid amounts to §35,458,017, which, added to this fictitious

principal, makes $94,555,713 now in the pockets of the

bondholders .on that year's operation, for which they never

paid anything.

In 1864, the government sold these bonds, amounting on

their face to §381,292,250. Again the government received

only depreciated paper for these bond obligations, and at

that time our currency was enormously depreciated if tried

by the gold standard. The price of gold during that year

was at an average of 201 in currency. The sale of these

bonds, therefore, which are now assumed to be gold bonds,

only realized to the government $189,697,636 in gold—lesi?

than one-half of their face value. There was left to thti

capitalists, who speculated in them as purchasers, the im-

mense profit of §191,594,614. This was the amount of the

broker's shave, and on it he has drawn interest from the

people for ten years, amounting at this time to $114,956,768.

Add this to its principal, which stands as pure speculation,

and we find that the bondholders have made as clear gain,

as something for nothing, the sum of $306,551,382 on the

one year's transaction of 1864.

In 1865, the government sold bonds to the amount of

$279,746,150, on which it suft'ered a discount of $71,532,060

at the hands of the capitalists. The interest already paid

by the people on this discount reaches $38,627,307 ;
making

this year's operation realize for the bondholders $110,159,-

367, for which not one cent was ever paid.

In 1866, the government sold $124,914,400 of its bonds,

for which it received depreciated paper currency amounting

to $88,591,773 in gold, according to the then price of gold.
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The difference between the face of these bonds and the

amount they realized to the government was $36,332,627.

Eight years' interest received on this shave amounts to

^17,484,556. Adding this interest and its principal together,

and we find that the bondholders have received $53,757,183

out of this year's sale of bonds, for which not one dollar

ever left their coffers or reached the United States treasury.

In 1867, the government sold of its bonds the immense

sum of $421,469,550. The purchasers paid for them $303,-

215,503, leaving a clear profit t6 them on the operation of

^118,254,047. Taking the interest on this profit for seven

years, amounting to $49,661,694 already paid, and the spec-

ulators have in their pockets, if these bonds are to be paid

in gold, the sum of $167,915,741 on this year's brokerage,

and for which they never gave a farthing in consideration.

In 1868, the government sold its bonds to the still further

amount of $425,443,800. Their purchasers paid $312,826,-

323 for them, clearing by that annual speculation the sum
of $112,617,477. Add six years' interest on this bonus,

amounting to $40,542,288, to the bonus itself, and we find

that these traffickers in a nation's perils have received in this

operation $153,159,765 of the people's money for which
not the slightest equivalent was ever paid into the United
States treasury.

In addition to the foregoing six per cent, bonds, the gov-
ernment, at different times during- the years mentioned,

issued and sold $195,139,550 of bonds bearing five per cent,

interest. They realized to the government $122,957,410,

thus leaving to the purchasers a net profit of $72,182,140.

Interest already paid on this profit amounts to $26,115,724,

which, added to the profit itself, makes the sum of $98,297,-

864 as the amount now in the pockets of the bondholders
growing out of their operations in the five per cent, bonds,
and for which there is not the slightest consideration.

An account of the bondholders' clear profits arising from
no investments at all, may therefore be stated in the follow-
ing tabular form

:
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18G2 $28,138,989

1863 94,555,713

lyiU 306,551,582

1865 110,159,367

1S66. 53,757,183

1807 107,915,741

1868 253,159,765

Ou account of five per cent, bonds 98,297,864

Total $1,012,536,004

Xo man will gainsay these terrible figures. Abuse will

be heaped upon me, but no other answer will or can be

made. More than one thousand million of dollars have,

up to this date, been taken from the tax-payers and given

to the bondholders as a mere gratuity—as the proceeds of a

large speculation which cost them the outlay of not a sin-

gle dollar ; and the robbery still goes on with every sweep
of the pendulum of time.

The amount the bondholders did actually pay to the gov-

ernment may be stated as follows

:

1862 $44,030,649

1863 101,890,854

1SC4 189,697,630

13G5 208,214,090

1S66 88,591,773

1807 .303,215,503

1868 112,826,323

For the five per cents. 122,957,410

Total §1,371,424,238

On this amount, thus actually paid, the holders of the

bonds have received as interest $638,345,820 in gold.

Add this last legitimate item of interest to the item

which is all profit and speculation, and we find the follow-

ing result

:

Clear profit $1,012,536,004

Interest 638,345,820

Total $1,050,881,824

Being the whole amount already received by the bond-

holders on an actual investment of $1,871,424,238. Thus

it will be seen that these objects of so much tender solici-

tude and of so much patriotic zeal have received $279,457,-

686 more from the overburdened tax-payers of this country
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than they ever advanced to the government. If the peo-

ple should, therefore, now conclude to change the law of

the contract in their favor, as was done against them by

the infamous act of March, 1869, and determine unlawfully

never to pay another dollar on account of these bonds, the

speculators would still be the winners in heavy sums. Thia

would be repudiation, which is universally reprobated, but

it would be no more repudiation than is attempted by the

act of March, 1869, and involves far less dishonesty and

moral turpitude in an equitable point of view. The one

was an act of repudiation of the law by which to rob the

people; the other would be an act of repudiation by which

to relieve the people.

I denounce repudiation and repudiators, but I begin with

the act of March, 1869, and its authors, and in the name
and by virtue of the authority of the Democracy of Indi-

ana, I demand the repeal of the one and the condemnation

of the others. I am in favor of paying the national debt

honestly, according to law, but no more. And if the bond-

holders should be required to take legal-tender notes in

payment for their bonds, they would receive' far better

money than they gave. The greenback is worth thirty per

cent, more now than it was when capitalists bought bonds
"with it ; and if two hundred millions in payment of bonds-

were added to the circulation to-morrow, there would be no
depreciation, except such as would be declared by the den
of gold gamblers in Wall street, who assume a fallacious

and an absolutely fictitious gold basis as the standard of
values.

In considering the equities, however, between the bond-
holders and the people, the question of taxation can not be
omitted. The poor laborers, the farmers, mechanics, and
the moderate business men have paid the taxes of the
wealthiest classes for many years.

If a farmer realizes three per cent, per annum on his farm
and stock, he is doing better than the average, and yet his

taxes will range from one and a half to two and a half on
the hundred. The bondholder, on the other hand, realizes

an income of five or six per cent, in gold, and pays not a
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farthing of taxation. The producing classes pay for all;

thov pav their oAvn taxes and the taxes of the millionaire

besides. They pay all the expenses of the State, as well

as the counties. The}- build and support all the asj-luma

and other public institutions. They erect and maintain all

the public schools. They construct all the roads and keep
them in order. They pay for the maintenance of the poor

who are thrown on public charity. In these duties of the

citizen the bondholder takes no part. lie stands idly by^

looking at your toils in much the same manner that a cot-

ton planter in the olden time might have gazed on his

slaves at work for him in the fields of the South. He
wants no change in this financial system, certainly notj

why should he? He is delighted when he hears a speech

made, and especially by a Democrat, acquiescing in thia

system, and saying that we can not go behind the act of

March, 1869. He feels that his crib, where his untaxed

stores are hoarded, is thereby strengthened against the just

demands of the people. He feels that there is one more
recruit on the side of extortion and arrayed against the

ranks of overtaxed industry. This exemption of the bonds

from taxation has been worth to the bondholders ^50,000,-

000 a year at the lowest estimate. Considering the difier-

ent years in which the bonds were issued, it is fair to say

that this exemption has been running now, for nine years.

This fact discloses another enormous naked profit to the

bondholders, amounting to $450,000,000. They have saved

this by not paying taxes. Others have paid just that much
in addition to their own taxes. Look at these figures and

ponder them deeply. I envy not the laboring tax-payer

who can read them over and remain content with the

financial policy of his government. Eather should the

people, without regard to party names or lines, rise as one

man and move against such a policy, as they would against

a citadel of foreign foes or domestic traitors.

Sometimes the people are told that they owe a debt of

gratitude to the capitalists for their patriotic services during

the war. A more tremendous mistake was never made.

No throb of patriotism ever moved the hard heart of capi-
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tal ill our most perilous days. It neither volunteered nor

submitted to the draft, while flesh and blood did both. It

was only lured from its hiding places by the most enor-

mous bribes ever offered to remorseless avarice. It heard

unmoved, every appeal to its love of country. It saw the

ensign of rebellion advanced in sight of the capitol of the

nation without concern. It waited until it could drive the

hardest broker's bargain the world ever saw, until it could

make two dollars by the outlay of one, and also exempt
that two dollars from taxation from any further support of

its government for all time to come. This arraignment

of the capitalists for their conduct during the war is not

•of modern origin or Democratic parentage. As eai'ly as

February, 1862, when the government was imploring the

aid of all its citizens, when the cloud of war hung low,

black, and heavy on the horizon, Thaddeus Stevens, the

old leader, the ablest man I ever met in Congress, spoke

of "that favored class, the banks and brokers, and
nobody else." He said he did not wish to use hard names •

but he deplored the necessity of being placed " in the

clutches of these harpies." He denominated them " money-
changers," and in view of their plan of finance he ex-

claimed :

"Was ever before such a machine got up for" swindling
the government and making the fortunes of the gold bul-

lionists in one single year?"

He denounced the "doleful sound that came up from the
caverns of buUion brokers and from the saloons of the asso-

ciated banks." All this, and more, will be found on page
900 of part 1st of the Congressional Globe, for the second
session of the Thirty-seventh Congress. Other Eepublican
leaders spoke in the same strain at that time, and proved
that, of all classes of American citizens, the capitalists

were the least patriotic during the great civil war. Judg-
ing from their conduct at that fearful time, we need not
wonder that they now demand that the government shall

break its faith, and repudiate its laws, in order to pay them
more than is their due. The war, by virtue of which our
national debt was created, was a period which called for
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univcrsiil sacrifice, and cvoiytliing (.'amo forth, and was
laid as au ofiering on the altar, except the treasures of the

•capitalists, who now again bo boldly ask for additional

unlawful privileges, gains, and exemptions.

My couutrymen, the financial issue made by the Demo-
cratic party of Indiana is before jou. Its importance caai

not be overestimated. Its dimensions embi'ace the hearth-

stone of the peasant and the gilded palaces of accumulated

wealth. The principles which it involves are as dear and

precious to libertj' and equality as were those for which

jour fathers fought at Bunker Hill and Yorktown. It

offers you freedom from debt according to law. Its oppo-

nents offer you, and the generations after you, enslavement

for debt in violation of law. " Choose ye this day whom
ye will serve, God or Mammon." The contest upon which

we have entered is liot easy or brief. Our opponents are

armed with all the appliances which appeal to the ambi-

tion or cupidity of man. The power of gold has caused

the betrayal of the people in all ages of the world. Its

mission will be the same now. It will seek to divide and

scatter the people by raising, up false teachers in your

midst. I therefore call upon you to rally closely together,

and stand firm. I call upon the laboring masses of Indiana

and of every section of the Union to unite in this cause for

the redemption of themselves, their wives, and their chil-

dren from a perpetual vassalage. Be not deceived by mere

names and definitions ; look at the merit of things. If

"hard money" would benefit the people at this time, I

would be for it ; but knowing that a return to it would

ruin you, only to further enrich the mouopolists, I am
against it. That cry is not raised in your interest. It is

the specious plea of the extortioners, the usurers, the

money-changers in the temple, the repudiators of the law.

Eemember that our present financial condition is an ex-

ception to all former experiences in our history. Remem-
ber that if all the gold that has been dug in the mines of

California since its discovery, was piled together in- one

shining mass, it would not be suflicient to pay our bonded

debt at this hour. Let this vast mountain of debt be first
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legally removed before we listen to the financial idea*

which prevailed when no debt existed.

For my part, my course is fixed on this subject. When
the platform of the Democratic party of Indiana was

adopted in July last, without one dissenting voice, it had

the earnest approbation of my mind, and it has now. I

shall defend it on all proper occasions. A few weeks since,,

a political organization was effected at Springfield, Illinois,.

tinder the lead of Cyrus McCormack, the greatest patent

monopolist in the United States—one who has made many
millions by the sale of patent protected agricultural imple-

ments to farmei's, at two or three times their real value.

At that time, and under such auspices, Governor John M.
Palmer announced the watchword of the clan. It was

:

"Aggression! aggression! aggression!" This defiant men-
ace against the equal rights of the people will be accepted,

and the people will not wait for the threatened assault, but

will themselves lead to the conflict. Wherever that con-

flict is waged, let us do our plain duty as citizens fighting,

tinder the banner of law, of equity, and equal rights, whicK
now floats so proudly over the Democratic ranks of Indi-

ana. If others falter now, and repudiate that banner, it

will not fall to the ground. It belongs to the people, and
they will uplift it. It represents the people's cause, and
they will take care of their own.
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TRIBUTE TO JUDGE LAW.

[Bemarks made before the Terre Haute Bar, October 10, IS^S, on occasion

of the decease of Judge John Law.]

Mr. Chairmax :—^I can not, in justice to my own feelings,

permit this occasion to pass without paying the tribute of

my affection to the memory of Judge Law, and of my sor-

row over his deatli. He honored me for many years with

bis warm and constant friendship, and now that the silver

cord that bound him to life has been loosed, and the golden

bowl broken at the fountain, I rise to bear my humble but

heartfelt testimony to his high ability, and the great worth

and goodness of his character. No nobler, kindlier, purer

nature has ever adorned the annals of the State or nation,

than that which passed from this earth when John Law
expired, "^e honor ourselves by reverencing his memory.

Sir, I well remember the first time I ever saw Judge Law.

He was on the bench at Greencastle, in the full meridian

of his splendid mental and physical development. I was

a boy at school, standing back in the court-room, looking

eagerly at the scene before me. The trial, I remember,

was in reference to a bridge at this place, and the case had

been taken from this county by a change of venue. I re-

call the presence of Mr. Usher, Judge Gookins, Mr. Gris-

wold, Henry Secrest, Mr. McGaughey, and others at the

bar; but I was more deeply impressed with the personal

appearance of the jjresiding judge than with all else in

the court-house. His commanding and elegant person, the

elevation of his countenance, and the dignity of his expres-

sion in the discharge of his duties, so stamped themselves

on my recollection that I have often, in subsequent years,

spoken of the fact. I have never since beheld a member
of the judiciary, whether state or federal, who appeared

to a more striking advantage wearing the judicial ermine
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than did Judge Law. E"early ten years afterward, when I

•was introduced to him by the brilliant and gifted Hanne-
gan, I found the opinions of my boyhood were more tliau

realized. Judge Law was two years older than.my father,

but from the first hour of oar acquaintance he was con-

siderate in every office of friendship, and most winning and
engaging in manners. He won my highest esteem and
most sincere affection, and retained them always.

When I entered Congress, twelve years ago last July, I

there met Judge Law, as the senior member of the Indiana

delegation. Our intercourse then became constant and in-

timate. I rejoiced that he was my colleague, and always

sought the benefit of his experience and ability. For four

years I sat within a few feet of him, and conversed with
"with him daily, when the House was in session. The pe-

riod of his public service was stormy and bitter, yet I never
knew Judge Law other than temperate, wise, and just, both
in his speeches and votes. The younger and more impet-

uous members of his own party were often restrained and
improved by his advice and persuasion. He was regarded
also with the highest respect and consideration by the lead-

ing members of the dominant party. They treated him
with courtesy and deference on the floor, and made him a
favorite in social life. Thaddeus Stevens, the leader of the
administration side of the House, held more friendly relai-

tions with Judge Law than with any other member of the
minority in the Thirty-seventh and Thirty-eighth Congress.
Mr. Stevens was very harsh and intolerant of inferior men,,
and bestowed his respect and friendship on but few. He
discovered in Judge Law those qualities which he most
prized, and for which he himself was so greatly distin-

guished—strong practical sense and an unbending devotion
to the principles he espoused. IJordid any one ever ques-
tion Judge Law's love of country even in the darkest and
most censorious times. He gave a cordial support to the
army and navy during the terrible war of the sections, and
labored to maintain the Union, as guaranteed by the con-
stitution and the laws. Plow could his course have been
otherwise ? His veins were filled with the blood of revolu-



TRIBUTE TO JUDGE LAW. 503

tionary ancestors. His grandfather served in the Conti-

nental Congress, while the armies of the Revolntion fought

from Boston to Savamiah for American liberty. His father

was a member of the Congress of the United States dnring

the war of 1812, against the same foe.

All the examples and traditions of his family were in

behalf of liberty, union, the constitution, aud the laws. lie

often announced, in a voice and manner full of emotion, that

his only desire was to transmit the same government of

union and of law to his children which his fathers had be-

queathed to him. I have also heard him comment on the

singular faet that three generations of his family had
served in the American Congress at the periods of our

three great wars. He therefore asserted an inherited as

•well as a natural love for the flag, and always naanifested

it. Xow that death has come to declare his work finished,

and the asperities of the past are fading away, I have

deemed it fitting aud [iroper to bestow this brief notice

upon his Congressional life.

Conspicuous, however, as were Judge Law's abilities and

qualifications as a jurist and a legislator, yet his social vir-

tues shone so brilliantly under all circumstances, that his

personal friends will always recall his memory first, and

most tenderly in connection with their display. His re-

sources in this respect seemed infinite. His mind was
stored with the good things which people of the highest

culture loved to hear. His supply was inexhaustible, and

his conversation was charming and inimitable. His power

of sketching individual character, narrating early incidents

of adventure, and reciting anecdotes of persons aud events,

I have never known equaled. AVhile in Washington, his

society was much sought on this account, and he often

held large and distinguished dinner-parties in riveted at-

tention, while he pictured the early settlement of the

Wabash Valley and the manners and customs of those

frontier times. But why need I dwell on these I'ascinating

traits, so well known to us all ! How often have we all

listened to that genial voice which we shall hear no more !

How often have we heard him paint the dawn of civiliza-



604 SPEECHES OF HON. DANIEL W. VOORHEBS,

tion in all that region that lies between Evansville and

La Porte ! How often have we heard him describe life on

the circuit, and delineate the characters of pioneer law-

yers, juries, and people ! But the musical tongue is still,

the beaming eye is closed, and a long, useful, and instruct-

ive life is terminated forever. Judge Law, the gentleman

sans peur et sans reproche, the Chevalier Bayard of public

and private life, has " wrapped the drapery of his couch

about him, and laid down to pleasant dreams." I saw him
one year ago for the last time, until we shall meet on the

plains of immortality. We literally sat down together

under his own vines, and there, while eating his ripe and

purple grapes, he talked of the long and happy years that

had been granted him in this world, and of his gratitude

for the rich blessings he had enjoyed. He said with deep

emphasis, that if his life could be given to him over again

he would take it gladly, just as it had been—with the same

Burroundings and without change. Some trials he had

had like others, but the sunshine in his life had so largely

prevailed over the clouds that he contemplated the past

with pleasure. When I took ray leave, he said, calling me
by my first name, that we should never meet again on the

shores of time. He spoke with his old, cheerful, and be-

nignant smile, and without a shade of sadness, though my
own eyes were dim. He said that God had given him long

life and happiness, and that he was ready to go when He
called.

Sir, he has gone to meet the companions of his earlier

manhood. He had been permitted to stay longer than the

generation with which he grew into distinction. The
names he most loved to dwell upon " have been carved for

many a year on the tomb." If there be a reunion of friends

in the realm of spirits, he has already been welcomed by
those who were dear to him here. He has met Howard,
Hannegan, and Huntington, and Porter, and Farrington,

and Whitcomb, and Wright, and Blake, and others with

whom the bright days of his manhood were spent. His
example now alone remains to' us. Let it admonish us to

integrity of purpose and industry of action. Let it also
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inspire us with amenity of spirit in our intercourse with each

other, with gentleness of manners and suavity of temper

in all the cares and labors of our profession. If the living

thus benefit by the examples of the dead, the world will

have made a step in ^the march of progress whenever a

great and good man has lived and died.

I move, Mr. Chairman, the adoption of the resolutions

ofiered by the committee.
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THE INFLUENCE OF THE PHYSICAL SCIENCES

ON THE PROGRESS OF CIVILIZATION.

[An address delivered before the Literary Societies of the University

of Missouri, June 22, 1874.]

Ladies and Gentlemen :

—

The relations which exist between the human mind and

the works of physical creation, involve the entire problem

of human progress. When man tirst arose from the dust,

he was proclaimed the master of this planet. He received

from the divine hand a grant of power, infinite in its scope

and valup. It was determined that he had a right to do-

minion over the fruits of the fields and the beasts of the

plains, the bosoms of the oceans and the dwellers in the

deep, the winged inhabitants of the air, and even the

swift winds themselves, and the subtle and bui'ning con-

tents of the angry clouds. This decree was not in conse-

quence of his physical ability to sustain his supremacy

over nature by force, but because of the intellect with

which he a,lone, of all created beings, was endowed, and

with which it was possible for him to accomplish the task

before him. He was placed in such relations to the other

works of creation that, by the proper development and
exercise of his own powers, he could find out their princi-

ples and subjugate them to his uses, and to the happiness

and the glory of the human race.

The dominion to which he thus became heir in the be-

ginning, it will be observed, however, was a right an-

nounced, and not a possession bestowed. The inheritance

was spread out before him to entice him forward to ob-

tain it. Its wealth and splendor were in view to stimulate

him to action. Its luxuries appeared to tempt his desires;

its honors to awaken his ambition, and its obstacles and
dangers to arouse and excite his courage. In proportion
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to the response which man has given to these powerful

inducements, so has been his progress and useful achieve-

ments in every period of the world's history. And yet

how indifferently, for unnumbered centuries, he looked

upon the material universe, wherein he all the time had
the vested title of a conqueror, whenever he should pene-

trate its mysteries, and discover the science of its various

elements ! llow limited his range of vision and of knowl-

edge ! The earlier tribes of humanity saw the fields im-

mediately about them filled with corn and wine ; they saw
the flocks and herds on the hills that were to feed and

clothe them ; but beyond the control of these things, they

did not seek to advance their standard of dominion. Their

power over the forces and gifts of nature was feeble and
limited. Their period was the infancy of the human race,

during which its simple wants alone aroused it to action.

The conditions on which the children of men were to

climb the heights of civilization, and reduce the earth and
its fullness to a state of vassalage, were unheeded in the

primitive ages. There was no struggle then to enter into

possession of the inheritance by the appointed gateways.

If there was labor, it was without understanding ; and henc&
there are thousands of years of human existence engulfed

in almost total oblivion, leaving but here and there a dim,

uncertain page of history, without a single achievement

worthy of record or memory. The one vital condition ou
which depends the progress of man is a knowledge of the

objects, the elements, and the scenes which on all sides

salute his senses. Long and dreary ages rolled away,

whose pathway is barren and cheerless, before we find the

human intellect even considering this great question. It is

often claimed that labor is the primary agent of human
advancement. It is but secondary. Knowledge must be

its forerunner. It must be guided by cj'es that see and
ears that hear the truths and harmonies of the material

world.

The realms of history are filled with the melancholy

monuments of toil, directed by ignorance, superstition, and
despotism. The massive walls and gorgeous palaces of
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Babylon, the hundred brazen gates of Thebes, the aspiring

and impious tower of Babel, the pyramids of Egypt—those

gigantic relics of pride, folly, oppression, and mental dark-

ness—all tell their sad stories of unenlightened and unre-

quited labor. They brought not a single blessing to mankind.

They arose in obedience to no requirement of beneficent

nature. On the contrary, they originated in the vain con-

ceits of an ignorant tj'^raiany, and were reared and cemented

in the blood and tears of benighted millions. They stand

as the shame and not as the glory of labor. It is true

that the student of antiquity often dwells with veneration

and enthusiasm on the achievements of Asiatic and Egyp-
tian civilizations. We have the traditions of their success

in certain pursuits, but they have left no permanent addi-

tions to the sum of human knowledge or human happi-

ness. They did not conquer the elements of nature or

find out her now familiar principles. Agriculture, the

foundation of all national greatness, was a degraded pro-

fession. The farmer, in those periods and countries, was a

serf, and knew but little more of the qualities and capaci-

ties of the soil than the inferior animals that assisted him
to till it. Commerce was confined to a limited coasting

trade, because the expansive regions of the oceans and seas

were filled with imaginary terrors to ignorant minds.

The laws of navigation, the needle and compass, the

;shape of the earth, and the steadfastness of the north star

were all unknown. Instead of the merchantman spread-

ing her prosperous sails from port to port, or the steamship

under intelligent guidance traversing the waters of the

Mediterranean, the Indian Ocean, the Arabian Sea, the

Persian Gulf, the Bay of Bengal, the Bed Sea, and the

daspian, trains of weary footed and heavily laden camels

toiled slowly over the sands between Cairo and Damascus,
Babylon and Bagdad. Nature held out her gifts and pow-
eis then as now. There is an absolute eternity in the lawa
of the material universe. It wasblind, undeveloped man,
with wealth, and dominion, and glory on all sides, and
tinder his feet, and over his head, without the knowledge
to reach forth his hand and possess them. He bad no just



THE INFLUENCE OF TUE PHYSICAL SCIENCES. 509

conception of the relations whieh he bore to the Creator,

or to the creation. He confouutlcd tlie works which he

daily saw with that Author whom no eye hath seen. The
most learned Egyptian knew not enough of science to sat-

isfy him that a loathsome reptile, or a helpless brute, was

not the God of the heavens and the earth, and entitled to

his humble and abject worship. He saw the crocodile live

and die and rot in the sun, and yet cherished his faith in

its wisdom, omnipotence, and immortality. His race dwelt

for more than two thousand years along the banks of the

Nile, in a valley not averaging twenty miles wide, without

ascertaining that the rains in the mountains, and not a

river god, caused the waters to swell and inundate their

fields with rich and fertilizing deposits. No explorer as-

cended the life-sustaining stream. The centuries came and

went ; the generations arose and followed each other, like

waves, to the viewless shore of eternity ; ages upon ages

were added to Egypt's hoary history, and yet no Egyptian

Speke or Livingston ever went up the Nile, over the

mountains and beyond the equator, to find its deep and

everlasting fountains. Fear, the child of superstition and

ignorance, chained him to the little valley of his ancestors.

The order of things proclaimed by God was totally re-

versed. Man was not the master, but the slave of nature.

He did not control her: she controlled him; and his sub-

mission was absolute and degraded. No genuine civiliza-

tion can spring from this unnatural basis. No healthy

products can accrue to mankind from such an apathy and

perversion of the mental powers. By virtue of her loca-

tion, Egypt was simply the foremost power of Africa.

This was not much, but it was all.

If we cross over that narrow space, however, between

the approaching extremities of the Mediterranean and the

Red Sea, which separates Africa from Asia, and penetrate

north and eastward into the most ancient and renowned

seats and habitations of the human family, the same igno-

rance of the laws of the universe meet us at every step.

Who in all those vast realms, where the innumerable mill-

ions of the Oriental races have swarmed throughout all
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the ages of the past, has given his name to history as an

inventor, a discoverer, or an explorer of the natural sci-

ences ?

On the plains of Asia, more of human history has

been enacted than in all the other four quarters of the

globe combined. I speak not now of that limited race,

with its narrow possessions, which was set apart and iso-

lated for a special and divine purpose. It is true that it

might be done with safety ; for while the Jehovah revealed

Himself to the Jews, there is no evidence that they were

wiser in the laws which govern the earth and its produc-

tions, the seasons and their influences, than the other far

more numerous and powerful nations of Asia. But the

manner of their existence was an exception to the general

order of the world, and philosophy will reject them when
seeking to establish general principles upon the concurrent

testimony of mankind.

The various and wide-spread peoples, coming and going

with the moving centuries, as countless as the leaves of the

forest, or as the falling rain-drops, and from whose teem-

ing ranks were drawn such armies as that which followed

Xerxes to "sea-born Salamis"—as that which Cyrus led to

the conquest of Babylon, and Alexander overthrew under

Darius—must make answer for the achievements of the

ancient East and her systems of thought and industry.

"Where are their practical and useful philosophers ? Who
will point out their monuments of learning? We have

the remains of their poetry as florid and as fervid as the

sunbeams of the meridian. Broken fragments of their

fables and their fictions have also descended to us. They
tell of imaginations riotous and luxuriant; but where are

the traces of a mind in Oriental literature which labored

to acquire that scientific knowledge of the physical cre-

ation, which alone constitutes man's power and supremacy

over it? The attempt even was never made. There are

traditions, it is true, that the Chaldeans knew something

of the plainer rudiments of astronomy ; but the most care-

ful researches into the writings of that and subsequent pe-

riods will fail to show them more learned in that science
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than the cxporionced woodsman or herdsman, who has

spent his days and nights beneath the open and instructive

sky. The now ascertained and measured movements of

the heavenly bodies were to them sealed mysteries. They
beheld the stars blazing from the bended firmament, and
invested them with strange and weird influences over the

births, the lives, the deaths, and the final destinies of

the people. They halted amidst the delusive snares and
dreams of astrology, and there remained forever. Nor
were the ancient eastern founders ol" religious faith in a

great First Cause ever aided in their inquiries by a knowl-

edge of the p)roperties and laws of those objects of creation

with which they were in perpetual intercourse. They
walked upon the earth from their cradle to their graves,

but they never challenged for inspection its eternal records

of dates aud formations. It bore no testimony to them of

the time and the ages whence it came. The voices of the

rocks and the stratas were silent to their ears. The truths

of geology lay buried and hidden in the unexplored re-

cesses of matter. Xo spirit of investigation called them
forth to number the yeai's of this planet, or to reveal and
mark the changes and convulsions which have taken place

in its seasons, its structure, and the myriad forms of ani-

mal life with which it has abounded. And in the absence

of all this knowledge, the imagination sported in unre-

strained license with those vast questions which concern

the attributes of Deity, and the truth and harmony of His
works. The Hindoo, arbitrarily and without a gleam of

science or reference to a single fact, allots to his own na-

tion a period of over two thousand million of years, and
to the earth itself much more. In disregard of the plainest

principles of our physical existence, he assigns to his earlier

ancestors an average lifetime of eighty thousand years;

and as if to sliow the extent to wliich the imagination can

carry a people wholly surrendered to ignorance and super-

stition, it is a recorded fact in Ilindrx^ Jiistory that the first

king, Auchorite, and saint of that nation, lived until he

was eight ndilion and four hundred thousand years old,

during which time he reigned over his people for more
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than six million of years. Such stupendous errors in re-

gard to the works of creation were necessarily accompa-

nied by a total ignorance of the character and purposes of

the Creator. As an evidence of this, the Hindoos of an-

tiquity worshiped a triad of malignant beings, the prin-

cipal of whom was a monster in human shape, clothed in

the skin of a tiger, " encircled with a girdle of snakes,

with a human skull in his hand, and wearing a necklace

composed of human bones," while " over his left shoulder

the deadly cobra de capello rears its head," as if to strike.

With this revolting being was supposed to roam his wife,

as sanguinary and as horrible as himself. If knowledge is

power, what indescribable weakness does such mental dark-

ness as this disclose ! If such were the ideas of those wha
wrote histories, made literature, and lived in the front

lines of their race, what tongue or pen can portray the

deplorable condition of the inferior ranks in' their rear—of

the laboring masses, on whose intelligent industry the pros-

perity and civilization of all nations must depend? They
came forth into being, and then passed away like the frail

and aimless insect tribes of the- air, leaving no trace of a

useful existence. They left not a single sign in the direc-

tion of progress.

But the foremost and most conspicuous place in national

antiquity, while the regions of the Orient yet embraced the

discovered portions of the human family, was always held

by the empire of Persia. The names of her warriors and

heroes, her once renowned cities,, and her famous battle-

plains are all familiar in the pages of modern books. She
has been the theme of the sweetest song and most fasci-

nating romance ; and the author and the orator have often

pointed to her as the theater of human progress and hu-

man glory. A resolute look, however, at her systems of

thought and action, stripped of that alluring enchantment

which distance lends to the view, will speedily demonstrate

how meager are her claims to this distinction. The true

dominion of man over the forces and the elements of na-

ture was nowhere asserted, much less accomplished, in all

her far-reaching boundaries. The laborer was a slave, who
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toiled to pay tribute in time of peace, and followed his

master to a nameless grave in time of war. Ilia posi-

tion in the social scale and in political consideration was
no higher than that assigned to a beast of burden. Ilia

calling, as he wrought in the fields, was a badge of the

lowest inferioritj'. Kor did he possess a particle of that

information in his pursuits that always enforces respect and
confers dignity. The rudest and simplest contrivances of

wood sufficed to extort his scanty returns from the spot of

his temporary culture and sojourn. His chief reliance was
tipon the spontaneous bounties of nature. His flocks and

herds grew in the green pastures that lined the Avater-

courses, and ajSbrded him a subsistence without mental or

physical exertion. His manner of life was no higher than

that of the semi-civilized American Indian who plants and
rudely cultivates his few acres of corn on the outskirts of

the white man's settlements, and depends for his meat on

the wild cattle, the elk, and the deer of the neighboring

plains. There was no effort made to spread light and
knowledge in his darkened sphere. The school-house, the

college, and the seminary for the masses were unknown.
And, indeed, amongst the titled few, who aspired to be

thought learned, no such institutions were heard of. In
their places were vain and speculative sects, styling them-
selves philosophers, reasoning from premises of supersti-

tion and ignorance, leading themselves and their followers

in w^ild and visionary paths, and reaching conclusions ex-

actly opposed to a just conception of the duties of man-
kind and the real purposes involved in the existence of the

human race. Take their ideas of divine worship. In the

absence of the natural sciences to inform them of the qual-

ities and rules of the material universe, they seized upon
its more commanding and brilliant parts, and deified them
with their unenlightened devotions. They saw the sun in

the firmament, and knew not whence it came or whither it

went, of what it was composed, or the mighty functions

which the omnipotent hand of God had appointed it to

perform. They knew not that it was a stationary center,

around which moved innumerable worlds, each in its given
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pathway, witliout deviation or weariness, since the morn-

ing stars sung creation's hymn, and each receiving its allot-

mient of light and heat from the inexhaustible fountain of

both. This was a mystery which awaited a higher type

•of man and a nobler development of his powers for its so-

lution. The Persian mind worshiped what it could not

comprehend, and built altars and burnt incense to the sun

as the supreme Deity.

Fire was thought and felt to be an emanation from the

sun, and hence it, too, became an object of ignorant rever-

ence and devotion. It may perhaps be justly conceded

that of all the systems of Pagan mythology, that of the

fire-worshipers was the most elevated, and had more
visible reasons, to an iininstructed mind, in its support than

:any other. They constantly witnessed the wonderful and

benignant influences of the heat and the light of the sun.

They beheld all nature revive and live and grow under its

warmth. The tender blade of grass put forth ; the meadows
were mantled in green ; the stripling corn became stalwart

:and strong ; the gay colors of flowers delighted the eye,

and their perfumes enriched the air; the leaves of the

forest spread their more than royal canopies, over-

Tiead ; the fields ripened for the harvest, and brought

forth their welcome returns ; the orchards and the vine-

yards produced their treasures of purple and of gold ; and
the cattle on the hills fattened, for the use of man, on the

bountiful repast of nature. And when winter came, and
the heat of the sun was withdrawn, the fire on their hearth-

stones was its representative, and kept them alive, and ad-

ministei-ed to their comfort. They saw, too, the awakening
power of light, which came from the presence of the great

luminary, and the death-like influence of darkness, which
fell upon the world in its absence. "With the fresh breaking

day, came the sounds and movements of busy life, and
with the descending curtains of nightfall, came sleep—the

counterfeit resemblance, the twin brother of death. It is

not, therefore, a matter of wonder, though it may be of

regret, that an untutored mind, with these striking phe-

nomena, and many more than can be here enumerated, for-
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€ver attendant upon heat and light, and constantly present

for its contemplation, should be led to a belief in the

supernatural attributes and powers of the source whence
they come. But can such an awful misunderstanding of

the relations between man and his Maker, and between

man and the works of creation, be accompanied by a vigor-

ous and healthy civilization? Can a people be successful

in their systems of agriculture, commerce, navigation, and

general enterprise, who know not why or whence the

seasons come—what natural laws cause the balmy breath

of spring, the ripening heat of summer, or the cool and
drying atmosphere of autumn ; who can not comprehend

the source of the dews, or why the rains will fall at their

appointed times for the growth of vegetation ?

Can a prosperous and abundant husbandry be built up
and established by those who are ignorant of the prin-

ciples by which the seeding-time and the harvest are

governed? History gives no uncertain answer to these

questions. The moldering ruins and blighted plains of an-

tiquity are all filled with voices proclaiming the shortcom-

ings and the failures of man in the absence of scientific

discoveries. And if we follow the migrations of the hu-

man family, as it sent forth its branches from the regions

of the Euphrates and the Tigris, and from all the eastward

realms beyond, we will find this great truth still further

illustrated and established. In this connection, let us look

at the map of the world.

An intelligent look at its instructive face reveals the

natural pathways of emigration and of empire. They
have forever led from the east to the west, when not di-

verted temporarily aside by the lust of conquest. The
first great movement which we can now discern, com-

menced in the dim twilight of history, by the discovery of

that far eastern point of the jMediterranean Sea, which

penetrates so near to the abode of our first parents. The

tribes of men, whether civilized or savage, follow streams

and bodies of water, and they soon found their way from

the mainland of Asia Minor to the island of Cyprus, and

in due time to the Archipelago, in the midst of which the
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jutting peninsula of Greece pushes out into the waves-

There, for indefinite centuries, the human race halted in its

westward march, and put forth a strength and glory until

then unknown. That veneration, which is prone to hallow

everything ancient, and covered with the dust and mold
of ages, here usually delights to dwell, and revel in the al-

leged superiority of the past over the present. All, per-

haps, have felt and indulged to some extent in this senti-

ment, and yet who can successfully defend it ? The
imagination always feels itself at liberty to adorn remote

periods and distant objects with pleasing and attractive

illusions ; but how often they vanish at the touch of reason

and of fact! There is much, it is true, in Grecian history

to admire, and a few things for mankind to imitate. A
noble and majestic language was there formed and spoken^

and became the channel of a powerful eloquence, and re-

sounding and melodious poetry. A wonderful conception-

of the human face and form remains in marble for the in-

struction and enthusiasm of the modern sculptor ; and the

painter and the architect likewise gave immortality to their

works. They remain as the evidences of lofty genius and
refined cultivation in those pursuits ; but in all the more
solid and useful branches of knowledge, which underlie

the foundations of human greatness and permanent
progress, the conscientious student will find the Greeks

—

the polished Greeks in comparison with the ruder barba-

rians around them—occupying merely the vestibule, and
not the inner courts of the temple of science and learn-

ing. Their climate and locality favored a superior physi-

cal development, both of form and feature ; and with
high health and strong vitality, came daring spirits and
bold fancies. Their soil and their sea were prolific of their

offerings ; but in what way did they seek to assert their

supremacy over them? "Was knowledge their guide to-

that proud dominion which has been bequeathed as a her-

itage to man ? What were their ideas of the world in

which they lived and ambitiously aspired ? An eminent
author has given an answer which I quote and adopt. He-
Bays:
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"The Greeks believed the earth to be flat and circular,

their own country occupying the middle of it, the central

point being either Mount Olympus, the abode of the gods,

cr Delphi, so famous for its oracle. The circular disk of

the earth was crossed from west to east, and divided into

two equal parts by the sea, as they called the Mediter-

ranean and its continuation, the Euxine—the only seas

vs'ith which they were acquainted. Around the earth

flowed the river Ocean, its course being from south to

north on the western side of the earth, and in a contrary

direction on the eastern side. It flowed in a steady, equa-

ble current, unvexed by storm or tempest. The sea and

all the rivers on earth received their waters from it. The
northern portion of the earth was supposed to be inhabited

by a happy race named the Hyperboreans, dwelling in

everlasting bliss and spring, beyond the lofty mountains

whose caverns were supposed to send forth the piercing

blasts of the north wind, which chilled the people of

Greece. Their country was inaccessible by land or sea. They
lived exempt from disease or old age, from toils or warfare.

On the south side of the earth, close to the stream of

Ocean, dwelt a people happy and virtuous as the Hyperbo-
reans. They were named the Ethiopians. The gods fa-

vored them so highly that they were wont to leave at times

their Olympian abodes, and go to shai'e their sacrifices and
banquets. On the western margin of the earth, by the

stream of Ocean, lay a happy place named the Elysian

plain, whither mortals favored by the gods were trans-

ported, without tasting of death, to enjoy an immortality

of bliss. This happy region was also called the ' Fortunate

Fields ' and the ' Isles of the Blessed.' . . .

"The dawn, the sun, and the moon were supposed to

rise out of the Ocean on the eastern side, and to drive

through the air, giving light to gods and men. The stars

also, except those forming the Wain or Bear, and others

near them, rose out of and sank into the stream of Ocean.

There the sun-god embarked in a winged boat, which con-

veyed him round by the northern part of the earth back to

his place of rising in the east."
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After this dark picture of ignorance in relation to the

visible works of the material universe, we are not so much
amazed at the following portrayal of a miserable faith in

the beings of the invisible world: "The abode of the goda

was on the summit of Mount Olympus in Thessaly. A
gate of clouds, kept by the goddesses, named the Seasons,

opened to permit the passage of the celestials to earth,

and to receive them on their return. The gods had their

separate dwellings ; but all, when summoned, repaired to

the palace of Jupiter, as did also those deities whose usual

abode was the earth, the waters, or the under world. It

was also in the great hall of the palace of the Olympian
king that the gods feasted each day on ambrosia and nec-

tar—their food and drink—the latter being handed around
by the lovely goddess Hebe. Here they conversed of the
affairs of heaven and earth ; and as they quaffed their nec-

tar, Apollo, the god of music, delighted them with the

tones of the lyre, to which the muses sang in responsive

strains. When the sun was set, the gods retired to sleep

in their respective dwellings."

Can we wonder any longer that a people so bereft of
light, so immersed in the darkest superstitions, should have
left but little, if anything, for this wise and practical age to
adopt, or that their institutions and civilizations should
have fallen and passed away forever ? Truth alone con-
tains the elements of perpetuity, and the G-reeks built

upon errors as stupendous and flagrant as have ever
blinded the actions of men or disfigured the pages of his-

tory. If I am reminded that Plato reasoned well on the
immortality of the soul, my answer is that the lied man of
the American forests, when first found, untamed in his
solitudes, reasoned better, and reached loftier, firmer, and
more sublime conclusions. Unaided and solitary in the
woods and in communion with the aspects of nature alone,
he found one supreme, spiritual Deity who rewarded
virtues and punished vices, and to whom immortality
returned when it put off the mortality of time. The ac-

complished Athenian rambled in his wavering faith through
a Pantheon of many gods, while the untutored Indian waa
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as iinslmkeu as the rocks in his beautiful belief in one.

And if Socrates died like a philosopher, ealraly disregard-

ing the terrors of deatli and speculating on a future state of

existence, so have unlettered heathens aeeoptcd martyrdom
with equal fortitude and far greater cruelty, and tri-

umphed in the absolute assurances of an eternal life. If

the swift-footed hunter and the painted warrior have aslccd

that the dog and the horse be slain upon their graves to

accompany them in another world, so the Grecian sage,

after drinking the hemlock, directed the sacrifice of a cock

to propitiate a purely fabulous and imaginary deity. In

regard, therefore, to an understanding of the attributes

of the Supreme Being through the observation and study

of His works, there has been but little difference between

the most cultivated and the most savage nations of the

Pagan world. We find the same absence of scientific

truth in both, and consequently neither have ever risen to

a durable condition of progress and prosperity.

But still farther to the west, and on another and larger

peninsula penetrating the waters of the Mediterranean,

arose another form of human society and human govern-

ment, which swallowed up Greece and all her arts, her ideas,

and her possessions, and soon became a vast reservoir into

which were thrown the systems and nations of antiquity,

in confusion, subjection, and almost in oblivion. The
extent and magnificence of Eoman power has dazzled

every succeeding age, and may well fill the greatest minds
with wonder, if not with awe. The majesty of Rome,
which fills our schools with declamation, was indeed more
than a mere sounding title. For seven centuries, the

name, the form, and many of the principles of a free

government were preserved and enjoyed by her citizens.

Under the banner of the republic, all her unparalleled

conquests were made, except Britain, Dacia, and the

eastern provinces that submitted to the sword of Trajan.

Her sway was absolute from the Straits of Gibraltar on the

west, to the Euphrates and the Persian Gulf on the east;

from the Rhine and from beyond the Danube on the north,

to the torrid sands of the interior of Africa on the south

—



520 SPEECHES OF HON. DANIEL W. VOORHEES.

embracing an extent of country far greater than that over

which the American flag flies to-day. Through these

gigantic possessions, for twenty-six hundred miles, stretched

the calm and glorious Mediterranean Sea, so named be-

cause it was supposed to be in the middle of the earth.

Every foot of its fertile shores, and all the islands of magical

loveliness and wealth which adorned its bosom, were

owned aud held by the republic, and then by the empire.

The Eomans sat down by this beautiful sea, in the midst of

the teeming bounties of all the elements, overspread by
the serenest skies, and invigorated by the kindliest climate,

and reaching forth their powerful hands, seized upon and
rendered tributary the richest and most productive portions

of the then known regions of the globe. Their ancient

boundaries, explained by the modern map, reveal the

startling magnitude of their dominion. The greatest king-

doms and empires of the present day were their obedient

provinces, and toiled, not for themselves, but for their

masters at the eternal city of the hills. Spain, Portugal,

Prance, England, Belgium, Switzerland, Turkey, Greece,

and large portions of Austria and Prussia, comprised

the European possessions of Rome outside of Italy, her

legitimate home.

In Africa, she was mistress of Morocco, Algeria, Tunis,

Tripoli, and Egypt—the five states ofBarbary—constituting

a productive belt nearly three thousand miles long, with an

average of one hundred miles wide, lying in the temperate

zone, and between the destructive sands of Sahara on the

south, and the sea on the north. In the other great divis-

ion of the eastern hemisphere, her arms embraced all now
held within the confines of Asiatic Turkey, together with

extensive regions of Persia and Arabia. A territory. so

expansive, comprising such a variety of climates, soils,

rivers, oceans, and inland seas, was never before or since

ruled by a single government. Those admitted to the

citizenship of Rome, together with their wives aud chil-

dren, numbered twenty million of souls ; the inhabitants

of her provinces forty million, and her slaves sixty mill-

ion ; making the enormous aggregate population of one
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hundred and twenty million—more than three times the

present population of the United States. It thus appears,

however, that twenty million of people held one hundred

million in military suhjectiou and in personal servitude

;

a fact which of itself goes far to explain the final overthrow

of this colossal power. But there were other and even more
inevitable causes at work upon the vitality of Roman civ-

ilization. The inferiority of the nations and tribes by
whom Eome was then surrounded, contributed more to her

comparative elevation and greatness than her own useful

achievements, if tried by the present standard of know^l-

edge and utility. Xo enlightened historian pretends that

her principal concern was for the development of the great

industrial pursuits, or for the advancement of those prac-

tical and beneficial sciences which 'have given modern
humanity its splendid dominion over the fields of nature.

On the contrary, it is admitted by the most eminent authors

that the tillage of the earth was pursued mainly for the

support of her great and numerous armies ; and commerce
was encouraged for the purpose of ministering, with the

silks, the perfumes, the precious stones, and diamonds of

distant countries, to the demands of the opulent and
eft'eminate classes.

That wonderful, though now common article of wealth

and food, designated in general as corn, was then wholly un-

known, and Gibbon, the warm eulogist of ancient Rome,
in touching on her principal products, condescends to make
no mention of any great staple of breadstuff" as a substitute.

This eloquent, though partial historian, makes but a feeble

exhibition in behalf of the industrial classes. He enu-

merates the apple, the apricot, the peach, the pomegranate,

the citron, and the orange as fruits cultivated by the Roman
people. He mentions their flowers, and dwells with delight

on the generous vintage of their bounteous and unfailing

vines. The olive also attracts his attention ; and he closes

his notice of the agricultural products of Rome w ith the

brief statement that the cultivation of flax was transported

from Egypt to Gaul, and that the farmers of Italy and the
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provinces were familiar with artificial grasses, which sup-

plied their cattle with food during the winter.

His mention of Roman commerce is equally significant.

After describing the periodical voyages down the Eed Sea,

and across to the coast of Malabar and to the island of

Ceylon, he says :

" The objects of Oriental traffic were splendid and tri-

fling : Silk, a pound of which was esteemed not inferior

in value to a pound of gold
;
precious stones, among which

the pearl claimed the first rank after the diamond ; and a

variety of aromatics that were consumed in religious wor-

ship and the pomp of fanerals. The labor and risk of the

voyage were rewarded with almost incredible profit ; but

the profit was made upon Eoraan subjects, and a few indi-

viduals were enriched at the expense of the public."

Here is the graphic picture of a civilization which op-

pressed and enslaved the laborer, and corrupted and ener-

vated the rich and the indolent. To be impressed with

the grandeur of Rome, we must leave the furrow of the

plowman, the fields of peace and industry^ and follow the

march of her mailed legions.

War was her element, and helpless nations were her prey.

The plowshare and the pruning-hook wei-e not the em-
blems of her pride and glory. She bowed before no
prince of peace, but lavished her devotions on Mars and on
Terminus, the god of slaughter and the god of boundaries.

Her vast history, expanding over the events of eleven hun-
dred and sixty-three years—from the founding of the city

until it was sacked by Alaric and his Goths—surrenders al-

most every page as a catalogue of armies, conflicts, marches,

sieges, battle-fields, pillages, robberies, accounts of the

number slain, and the still more miserable captives spared

alive.

The mind becomes jaded and sated with the endless

repetitions of sanguinary and revolting scenes ; the heart

shrinks back stifled and appalled, and pants for a purer,

higher, and better atmosphere. All the knowledge pos-

sessed by the Romans in regard to the earth, the" seas, the
rivers, the heavenly bodies, the recurrence and the influ-
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ences of the seasons, and the division of the year into days,

weeks, and montlis, was incidcutiil, and subservient to their

genius and love for war. Geograpliy, that splendid and

fascinating study, was unknown beyond the countries that

were conquered. They were compelled to survey contigu-

ous regions in order to penetrate and subdue them. The
establishment of a boundary, or an outpost, was the signal

for exploring parties to advance and mark for conquest the

realms immediately beyond. Routes for military move-

ments were required to be laid down on maps with accu-

racy and care—not merely marking the distances from

place to place, but also describing the character of the

roads, the rivers that were to be crossed, and the mount-

ains whose summits were to be scaled, or whose gaps and

defiles were to be passed, and guarded. And after the bat-

tles were over, and a country was subdued, among other

ample preparations to hold it, none were more necessary

and efficient than the construction of those solid and dura-

ble highways leading to the capital, the remains of which

are yet to be seen. They were links in the powerful chain

which bound the provinces to the center. " They united

the subjects of the most distant provinces by an easy and

familiar intercourse ; but their primary object had been to

facilitate the marches of the legions ; nor was any country

considered as completely subdued, till it had been rendered,

in all its parts, pervious to the arms and authority of the

conqueror." Such were the ferocious purposes for which

the most useful monuments of Roman industry were

erected

!

But her warlike spirit, as well as her desire for the
' gaudy wares of the East, impelled Rome to attempt the

art of navigation. All Euro[ie, Asia, and Africa \vere open

to her by land ; and the whole world, then as now, invited

men of science to sail whither they listed on the waters,

and establish the peaceful triumphs of knowledge over the

secrets of space and matter.

The lust of conquest, the love of riches, and the natural

thirst for information, however, all combined, produced not

one single coi-rect conception of the material universe in
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the minds of the Eoman people, or their wisest philoso-

phers and explorers. The wildest and most fanciful con-

jectures prevail in all their writings on subjects that are

now the most familiar and practical. Mela, Pliny, and

Strabo, after Herodotus, were the great geographers of

antiquity. Their opportunities for the discovery of truth

Lave never been surpassed
;
yet their theories are vague

and absurd, and their facts limited to a few of the plainest.

Herodotus, styled sometimes the father of geography, vis-

ited Persia, Assyria, Egypt, Thrace, Scythia, and other dis-

tant countries ; but he did not even attempt to combine

them into a general system of creation, or apply to them
the principles of mathematics or astronomical calculation.

The globular form of the earth and its rotary motion were
treated with scoflF and jest by him. He judged it simply

as far as he saw it ; and science, which, by unerring rules,

finds out unknown things from those that are already

known, was not called to his assistance. He speedily be-

comes mystical and fabulous; and this eminent authority

of the ancients gravely assures us that he found in his jour-

neyings a race of men with the heads of horses, and others

with no heads at all. His successors, five hundred years

afterward, were scarcely more intelligent. They knew no
moi-e of the physical sciences than he did; and the still

unconquered dangers of the ocean prevented them from
discovering the nature and shape of the earth by actual

observation. Galleys pulled by oars were not to be trusted

far from familiar coasts. Thus the dominion of man over

the earth, and the fullness thereof, declared to be his birth-

right in the beginning of time, was not accomplished by
the most powerful and most gifted nation of the past. It

'

failed from a want of knowledge. It passed away without

the slightest conception of the true mission and destiny of

the human race, or of the extent and character of the sphere

which we inhabit. It fell, too, from the force of its own
example—the example of violence and bloodshed—the sure

accompaniments of national ignorance. It had sought not

that peaceful supremacy over the natural elements which
•constitutes permanent progress and glory, but rather the
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dominion of man over his fellow-man. And for a thousand

years after the downfall of Rome—from the fifth century

of the Christian era to the iifteenth—the human race gave

all its faculties and energies to fields of strife and carnage,

and none to the higher and nobler fields of useful industry

and intellectual pursuits. In all that barbaric love of war
which marks the absence of a high civilization, the dark

ages, however, were but a continuation of the spirit and
the practices of the nations that had gone before, and that

boasted of superior light. Man still perverted all his pow-

ers, and strove to dominate over and destroy his species,

rather than advance himself along the shining and celestial

ways of scientific truth. The highest honors and the proud-

est distinctions were still awarded to him who had achieved

the greatest slaughter of his kind. It was so in all the

nations of antiquity—in Persia, in Egypt, in Greece, and in

Rome—and the dismal centuries which followed their de-

cline and fall only imitated, in that respect, the habits and

customs of those for whom even yet an exalted civilization

is so often claimed.

But the fullness of time came at last, when the human
mind commenced awakening to its destiny of discovery

and dominion. The impulse toward scientific researches

was first felt in the fifteenth century, and aroused the in-

tellectual world like the dawn of a divine revelation.

Whence or why it came at that time more than any other,

can no more be told than whence the winds come or

whither they blow. We only know that man's empire

over the physical world was ordained from the first, and

that sooner or later the judgments of God must be ful-

filled. In the year 1435, at the city of Genoa, the son of

a humble laborer—a wool-carder—was born, whose pres-

ence in the world has produced greater revolutions and

grander results than ever before attended the eff'orts of

mere man born of woman. Christopher Columbus was

the John the Baptist of the sciences which now so brill-

iantly illuminate the universe. He literally proclaimed

their truths in the wilderness—in the wilderness, dark and

dangerous with ignorance and ferocious superstition. The
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power of his intellect and the greatness of his soul almost

defy comprehension, when we consider the age in which

he lived, and the circumstances hj which he was sur-

rounded. The age was one in which aspiring thought was
restrained and enslaved by religious intolerance. To think

on any subject contrary to the dogmas of the church was
to incur its destructive thunderbolts. The ignorance, too,

of the public mind was equally appalling to the spirit of

science. The city of Thinea, in Asia, was the eastern

limit, and the Cape de Verd Islands, the western terminus

of the then known world. That portion of the human
race which has established letters and made history, knew
no more at that time. Even the coasts of those conti-

nents whereon the empires of antiquity had arisen and
fallen, were less known to the people with whom Colum-
bus associated, than the coasts of the Arctic regions are at

the present day to us. Ptolemy was a standard authority

on the physical sciences in the fifteenth century, and yet

his followers " still thought that the earth, at the equator,

was girdled by a torrid zone, over which the sun held its

vertical and fiery course, separating the hemispheres by a

region of impassive heat. They fancied Cape Bojador the

utmost boundary of secure enterprise, and had a supersti-'

tious belief that whoever doubled it would never return.

They looked with dismay upon the rapid currents of its

neighborhood, and the furious surf which beats upon its

arid coast. They imagined that beyond it lay the fright-

ful region of the torrid zone—a region of fire, where the
very waves which beat upon the shores, boiled under the
intolerable fervor of the heavens. It was in the face of
such towering mountains of ignorance as this that Colum-
bus struggled, and dreamed, and speculated in the midst
of penury and want from the time when he went to sea
on his kinsman's vessel, at fourteen years of age, until he
sailed on his immortal voyage at fifty-seven. But when
his three little ships left the bar of Saltes early in the
morning of the 3d of August, 1492, the spell of the past
was broken forever. Old ideas, which had held the hu-
man understanding in bondage, passed away. As they
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sailed on where the winds had never before fanned a flut-

tering shroud, and where the waves had never kissed a

prow, the secrets of nature were overtaken, and gave

themselves up to the dominion of man. All the vast

fabrics built by all the blind ages since creation, tottered

and fell to rise no more. A new era bad indeed dawned,

illumined by a sun that was never to set, but rather to con-

tinue to grow in brilliancy and power until all the bound-

aries of the universe were filled with light. But even the

bold Genoese adventurer, who had spent nearly his three-

score years in developing a knowledge of the natural

sciences, did not, with his far-reaching mental vision, behold

the full glory that lay before him. lie had satisfied himself

that the earth was a spherical globe, and he had speculated

on the necessity, in the proper order of nature, of a hemi-

sphere in the west to balance the one that was known ia

the east. He tells the objects and expectations of his voy-

age, however, himself in his diary, kept "very punctually

from day to day," and addressed to his patron sovereigns,

Ferdinand and Isabella. After recounting the downfall

of the Moors at Grenada, where he had fought under the

royal banners of Spain, he says : "And immediately, in

that same month, in consequence of the information which

I had given to your highnesses of the lands of India, and
of a prince who is called the Grand Khan, which is to say,

in our language, king of kings ; how that many times he

and his predecessors had sent to Eome to entreat for doc-

tors of our holy faith to instruct him in the same ; and that

the holy father had never provided him with them, and

thus so many people were lost, believing in idolatries, and

imbibing doctrines of perdition. Therefore, your high-

nesses, as Catholic Christians and princes, lovers and pro-

moters of the holy Christian faith, and enemies of the sect

of Mahomet, and of all idolatries and heresies, determined

to send me, Christopher Columbus, to the said parts of

India to see the said princes and the people and lands,

and discover the nature and disposition of them all, and

the means to be taken for the conversion of them to our

holy faith ; and ordered that I should not go by land to the
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east, by which it is the custom to go, but by a voyage to

the west, by which course unto the present time we do not

know for certain that any one hath passed."

It is thus seen that he sought the east by the way of the

west, in the sublime faith that he could circumnavigate

the globe—a thought even then deemed blasphemous by the

theologians and schoolmen. It is true, Columbus expected

to encounter islands in his voyage where he might rest his

crews and replenish his vessels; but the mighty hemisphere

which lay impassable in his course, and put an end forever

to his missionary views in the East Indies, was a discovery

too vast, too tremendous to be realized by the human
mind in theory. Experience alone could comprehend and

solve it.

If we should pause for a moment at this point, and

transport ourselves in imagination back to the period I am
considering, how hard it would be to realize the nature of

the prize that lay before the great admiral, the conditioii

in which he would first behold it, and the events which

would so swiftly "follow ! The wildest fables, the most fan-

ciful dreams, the most brilliant scenes ever wrought by the

incantations of magic, the most flaming inspirations ever

Tittered by the frenzied poet, all wither and fade away into

nothingness in comparison with the reality which the hu-

man mind was now about to encounter, possess, and con-

quer in the physical world. And how brief is the period

since this occurred. Only three hundred and eighty-one

years ago—a mere span, the sweep of a pendulum, a throb

of the pulse, the flight of a second in the lifetime of this

universe of matter—and this gigantic hemisphere on which
we stand this hour, lay utterly hidden from every intel-

lectual and civilized portion of the earth. From the be-

ginning, whenever that was ; from the time light was com-
manded, and there was light; from the creative period,

when chaos assumed form, on down through incalculable

millions of years, the American continents, as well as the

others that constitute the globe, had existed. The sci-

ences demonstrate this now as plainly as the problem is

proveu on the. blackboard. Yet no history gives us a
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glimpse of what occnrrcd here during iLosc illimitable

and solitary ages. "What man did Ijcyond a few simple

arts of sava£-e life, if aiivthin<r, will rcinaiu forevur un-

kuowu. The slight vestiges of buried towns, which have

been discovered in Central and k>onth America, are not

sufficient on which to construct a theory of far remote

civilization. "We only know that nature was here, and

man, too, in liis natural state. AVe only know that all the

wealth, gifts, forces, and principles of nature were here

then as now, ready to submit to the human intellect, and to

enrich, ennoble, and glorify the human race. The valleys

slept their long sleep with the elements of future teeming

harvests in their bosoms undisturbed ; the mountains

reared themselves up their gradual slopes from the plains,

and hoarded their secret treasures of gold and of silver,

of coal and of iron ; the rivers ran to. the oceans awaiting

the enterprise of intellect; while the bays and harboi's of

the coasts invited the commerce of mankind, and invited

it in vain. All was here as it left the Creator's hand. The
fiun lit up these solitudes, and the stars looked down upon
them in the deep watches of the night, but the light of

thought and of history had never penetrated them. Adam
had founded the human race ; ISToah had preserved it from

extinction by the flood; Jesus of Nazareth had died on the

cross in the midst of darkened heavens, a trembling earth,

and opening graves to redeem it from eternal punishment

;

and yet, until less than four hundred years ago, not one of

these stupendous facts was known, or a name connected with

them heard, in all the regions that lie between Behring

Strait and Cape Horn, now the abode of more than a

hundred million of people.

When the veil of darkness, however, that had hung so

long between the Old and the New Worlds was lifted, floods

of strange light poured in upon both. Knowledge on all

subjects came like a sunburst in the morning of a new day.

]5ut first in the bright train after the discovery of America

came the science of astronomy. When it was once known
that the earth was a spherical body and suspended in space,

other facts connected with the planetary system of tho



530 SPEECHES OE HON. DANIEL W. VOORHEES.

universe necessarily followed. Until then the physical

sciences could not proceed. They were at a dead halt, and

could not take another step until the form and nature of

this planet were known as Columhus revealed them. But
when a correct map of the earth was finished, a map of the-

heavens had to follow in the order of logical- thought.

"When a map of this world was marked and measured, a
map of the other worlds which move in harmony with,

this, was an imperative sequence to the problem that had

just been solved. In this fact lies the reason why the an-

cients bore such a blind relation to scientific truth. They
were ignorant of the shape and properties of their own
planet, and lacking this key of knowledge, the doors of all the

other realms of the' material universe were locked against

them. With this key furnished, however, though, it seems-

to us, at a late day in the duration of the ages, the portals-

which concealed the priceless gifts of the natural world,

have one after another been rapidly and widely opened.

Copernicus, Galileo, and IS'ewton followed Columbus, and
entered into the untrodden realms of the universe, forcing

the great secrets of the unknown by virtue of the facts

already known. A knowledge of the laws of gravitation

was among the first fruits that were gathered from the
rich discoveries of the fifteenth century ; a knowledge of
those wonderful principles which govern and hold in their

proper spheres and pathways, without discord or collision,

the worlds, and the systems of worlds, which inhabit space,

and revolve and fly through its trackless depths with the
speed of thought. They were found to move on a time-

table, devised and kept by that Almighty mind under
whose regulations all has been safety and harmony for un-
numbered centuries among those swift, rushing bodies
of blind matter. How awful appears the wisdom of that
mind, when we contemplate the design of the universe and
the absolute obedience to law impressed upon every part

!

How sublime its conceptions and how infallible its results!

Is there a fool who hath said in his heart there is no God?
Let him study the plan of physical creation ; let him un-
derstand this earth, and then explore the other planets

;
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let him comprehend the Uxws which govern them in their

movements uroiind the great center of light and heat, as

the hand of the pilot guides the ship on the ocean, and he

must either conclude that matter itself is instinct with,

thouffht and has estahlished its own rules with a wisdom
that is infinite, or else that, far bej'ond and higher than all,.

there e.\ists a Supreme Author, who has fashioned every-

thing, and to whom Ilis works render obedience.

For about two centuries and a half after the discovery

of America, the minds of scientific men were engaged in

completing the circle of knowledge around the earth and
through the planetary systems of the heavens, and in brush-

ing away the musty fables, and the venerable and stubborn

follies of the ancients. Then came another era in the re-

lations between the human mind and the physical world^

which has extended to the present hour, and which has-

filled the nations with the marvels and glories of humaa
progress. It is the era of analysis, of analytical investi-

gation, of chemical solution, and of mechanical invention.

It is the era in which the mind, having acquired the gen-

eral principles of nature, jjroceeded to inquire into her

minutest details. The shapes and relations of the great

bodies of matter being once fully understood, the aroused

spirit of science next found out the substances that com-

posed them. The soil of the plains, the ore of the mines,,

the stones of the mountains, the waters of the rivers and

the oceans, the air that we breathe, the light of the sun,

the bursting blaze of the clouds, have all been thrown into

an inexorable crucible. They have been dissected, particle

by particle, and all their mighty hidden forces discovered

and appropriated to the use and advancement of modern

civilization. Every step taken in the gigantic progress of

the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries has been due to

these wonderful developments of the physical sciences.

And, in connection with the increase of scientific knowl-

edge, there arose in the minds of men new purposes for

which to live and to labor; new objects to be attained for

the welfare of the human family, and new systems of prac-

tical philosophy to supersede the vain and useless theoriea
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of the ancients. When it becanae fully known that mail

could establish his supremacy over this earth and subjugate

all that it contained, to his comfort, wealth, and happiness,

the thinking world bent all its powers to obtain that result.

The struggle then commenced to make everything useful.

Lord Bacon was the author of this great departure from

the rules of antiquity. His philosophy was the simplest

and most beautiful that ever dawned upon mankind.

Macaukiy, in speaking of it, says :
" Two words form the

key of the Baconian doctrine—utility and progress." The

.ancient philosophy disdained to be useful, and was content

to be stationary. It dealt largely in theories of moral per-

fection, which were so sublime that they could never be

more than theories ; in attempts to solve insoluble enig-

mas ; in exhortations to the attainment of unattainable

frames of mind. It could not condescend to the humble

•office of ministering to the comfort of human beings.

All the schools regarded that office as degrading ; some

•censured it as immoral. Once, indeed, Posidonius, a dis-

tinguished writer of the age of Cicero and Csesar, so far

forgot himself as to enumerate among the humbler blessings

which mankind owed to philosophy, the discovery of the

principle of the arch, and the introduction of the use of

metals. This eulogy was considered as an affront, and

-was taken up with proper spirit. Seneca vehemently dis-

'Claims these insulting compliments. Philosoph}-, accord-

ing to him, has nothing to do with teaching men to rear

arched roofs over their heads. The true philosopher of the

.ancients does not care whether he has an arched roof or

.any roof. Philosophy has nothing to do with teaching

men the use of metals. She teaches us to be independent of

all material substances, of all mechanical contrivances.

The wise man, according to this absurd creed, lives accord-

ing to nature. Instead of attempting to add to the phys-

ical comforts of his species, he regrets that his lot was not

cast in that golden age, when the human race had no pro-

tection against cold but the skins of wild beasts, no screen

from the sun but a cavern. To impute to such a man
•any share in the invention or improvement of a plow, a
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ship, or a mill, is an insult. Seneca pronounces the invent-

ing of such things to be drudgery only fit for the lowest

slaves ; and he finally expresses his indignant fears that

he shall next be told "that the first shoemaker was a
philosopher.", Bacon, on the other hand, held nothing

unworthy of his attention or labors which promoted the

health and physical well-being of mankind. He established

that school of thought and action in which practical utility

transcends all abstractions. The age in which we live is

the offspring of his system of ideas. The inventor of the

plow which turns the deep soil of these fields, of the drill

which plants them with grain at seeding-time, and of

the reaper and mower which glean their bountiful harvests,

is more honored to-day than all the founders of all the

most famous sects of antiquity. The humblest millwright

has done more to endear himself to the human race than

those who built the walla of Babylon or wrought the col-

umns of the Coliseum at Rome. The names of Arkwright,

Hargreaves, Crompton, and Cartwright, for their inven-

tions in the manufacture of cotton, rank as benefactors fiir

above and beyond all the dazzling and blood-stained heroes

of history. Far better and brighter, too, is the fame of

Eobert Fulton, whose genius walks the waters of the

world, than that of Alexander the Great. Franklin and
Morse will live and shine as deathless as the eternal stars

in the heavens, when the shades of a gloomy oblivion have

gathered around the memories of Caesar and Napoleon.

Even that humble companion of the fireside, the family

sewing-machine, is entitled to more veneration and respect

than the pyramid of Cheops ; and its inventor has done

more to advance the happiness of the human race than all

the kings that lie embalmed in the catacombs of Egypt.

The engineer and architect of the bridge over the Missis-

sippi river, at St. Louis, will live in fresh and vigorous im-

mortality in the minds of distant generations, when the

very names of victor and vanquished at Pharsalia shall

have been forgotten. Professor Maury, the great geog-

rapher of the sea, now sleeps in his lonely Virginia grave,

with no monument towering over his honored dust, and
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with but slight memory or mention of his useful life

in the minds or on the tongues of his own generation, but

the practical good he has wrought for mankind has

given him a sure and safe place among the few, the im-

mortal names that were not born to die. He explored

the bottom of the great deep ; made a map of its channels,

its volcanic upheavals, its dangerous reefs ; marked the

undeviating currents which sweep over them in obedience

to physical laws, and pointed out secure highways for the

commerce' and travel of the human race. The enlightened

nations of the earth will hold his name in grateful mem-

ory, and around it will gather, as the centuries move on, a

halo brighter, and more to be coveted, than ever encircled

the, brow of sea-king or naval conqueror. And in the

same shining list will appear the name of another Amer-

ican, who now, from day to day, signals the coming storm,

tells in advance where the hurricane Avill strike, and gives

notice of the approaching fury of the elements. The

probabilities of the winds and the rains, and of the path-

way of the swift-rushing tempest, have been ascertained

and reduced to a science for the benefit of this practical

and utilitarian age.

It is the blessed fortune of the inventor, the practical

discoverer of useful improvements, that his achievements

are permanent. Ilis additions to the sum of human
knowledge remain. They supply the wants of mankind,

and become the property of the world in common. Gov-

ernments have reared their proud heads, and proclaimed

the principles of their existence eternal. But kingdoms,

empires, and republics have alike been torn and scattered

by the storms of revolution. Their wrecks and remnants

incumber all the pages of history. Their brief duration is

the scoff and jest of the ages. Creeds of faith, systems of

religion, schools of morality, have also come and gone, as

shifting and changing with the waves of time as the sands

in the bed of the ever-flowing river. The vain specula-

tions of a thousand philosophic sects have perished ; the

founders of as many religions are forgotten ; the learned

wranglers of the schools pass away, leaving no useful mon-
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iiment of their existence. "The discoveries of genius

aloue remain ; it is to them we owe all that we now have

;

they are for all ages iand for all times; never young and
never old, they bear the seeds of their own life ; they flow

ou in a perennial and undying stream; they are essen-

tially cumulative, and, giving birth to the additions which

they subsequently receive, they thus influence the most
distant posterity, and after the lapse of centuries produce

more efi'ect than they were able to do even at the moment
of their promulgation."

Gentlemen of the Athenean and Union Literary Societies:—
I have endeavored to-night to establish the fact that the

civilization of the present era is superior to any other

heretofore kuown, aud also to point out the reasons for such

superiority. I have aimed to show the sublime harmony
which exists between the original purposes of the Creator

aud the swelling results of these modern days. "We are

drawing nearer to the great design of man's power and

supremacy over all other works and elements of creation

than the human race ever approached before. The doc-

trine of utility has been emblazoned on the banners of

progress, and mankind has marched forward beneath its

folds for the last four centuries into new aud illimitable

fields of discovery, invention, conquest, and imperishable

glory. The mechanical contrivance of printing was of

humble and obscure origin, but it was useful, and became at

once the herald and the torch of advancement from the

darkness of the uight to the light of the morning. The
ancients stand afar off from us both in time aud achieve-

ments. They had a grandeur of their own, but it was glit-

tering, specious, aud useless, and consequently not enduring.

Modern civilization has been built upon the rock of

scientific truth, and it can not fall. It is sustained and fed

by knowledge—knowledge which, at its pleasure, ranges

the heavens above or dives into the sea and earth below.

Speaking, however, in this presence, I would not discourage

the study of the literature, the languages, the habits,

customs, and histories of antiquity. No man can properly

understand and appreciate the present without correct in-
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formation of the past. Combine, therefore, as far as pos-

sible, the practical and useful ideas of your brilliant age?

with a full knowledge of the various developments of the

human race in other ages and under dijffe.rent circum-

stances. But let not the alluring voices of the classic*

cause you to linger on old and barren fields expecting tO'

gather fresh fruit. Seek not to dwell in tents that were

struck and abandoned more than two thousand years' ago..

Go not to the rear in quest of victoiy. The honors and

the spoils of mental conflict and triumph are not there>

Turn your faces to the front and strive for the laurels of

the present and the future. If you would be leaders in

this great and active period, you must equip yourself with,

its vital and progressive philosophy, rather than with the'

rusty and broken armor of the decayed systems of the-

Pagan world. It may not perhaps be given to you to scale

the heights where Humboldt stood, or to sound all the

depths and shoals of science where Agassiz walked with

familiar tread; but it may be yours to enrich your minds>

with their sublime discoveries, and then, upon leaving

these walls, you will go forth heralds of light, assisting ta

illuminate the world iiT all its parts. In order to do this.-

and to crown your lives with usefulness, you must learu

now, in the days of your youth, the priceless and inestimable

value of time. He who inscribes this truth on his heart

and brain, and counts the moments of time as more
precious than pure-washed grains of gold, and the hours-

devoted to mental labor as more to be prized than the

diamond fields of Southern Africa, holds the key by-

which the gateways of glory are lifted lip, the broad
avenues to immortal fame are opened, and the high
plains of an unbounded success assured. Be therefore

industrious and vigilant disciples of a progressive faith, and
the future will place its proudest honors at your disposal.

*Mr. President:—I find it impossible to close my connec-

tion with the duties of this hour, without giving utterance

to some of the thoughts Avhich crowd upon me as I stand
in your presence. I come from a theater of your former
labors. The mental growth and material development of.

* Daniel Bead, D.D., L.L.D.
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the State of Indiana are forever associated with your name
and fame. As an educator and a lawgiver on the subject

of education, your influence will there endure for ages, and
your name be spoken with gratitude and veneration by
generations now unborn. He who gives progressive action

to a people, ingrafts the principles of culture and develop-

ment on their organic laws, and devises a system for the

general dissemination of knowledge in their midst, merita

their highest honors and 'richest rewards while living, and
their costliest marble and brass should protect his dust

after his work is over. Sir, this much Indiana owes to

you, and as one of her citizens, I tender you her grateful

recollections and appreciation of your great services. I

salute you, too, with congratulations on your noble career

of progress and utility since you left our borders. I find

you in the midst of brilliant triumphs. After fifty years

of continuous and unbroken services as a college officer,

now the oldest in commission in the United States, you
Btill stand forth with eye undimmed and natural force un-

abated, ready for all the toils and duties of your exalted

sphere. It is most gratifying, also, to reflect that your

labors here have borne rich and abundant fruit; that the

fonndation's of this noble institution of learning have grown
wider and stronger, and its towers lofti^r and brighter in

the eight of the world, under your wise and conservative

administration; that a fully equipped university has arisen

within a iew years from a state of almost complete exhaus-

tion, and, with every department of university education

in prosperous operation, is now shedding luster on the

State of Missouri, at home and abroad. "When Wolsey,

the great cardinal, lost the favor of his king, and was

hurled from his eminence, and stripped of his honors, the

honest chronicler of his good deeds, anxious to place his-

fame on a secure basis, exclaimed

:

" Ever witness for him

Those twius of learning that he raised in you,

Ipswich and Oxford! One of which fell with him,

Unwilling to outlive the good that diJ it;

The other, though unfinished, yet so famous,

So excellent in art, and still so rising,

, That Christendom shall ever speak his virtue."
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So will the great States of Ohio, Indiana, Wisconsin, and

Missouri, with their flourishing institutions of learning,

which you aided to establish, be called to witness for you

in the diffusion of useful knowledge. And as the jjast has

been full of honorable achievements, so will your future be

rich with your mental enjoyments. You have been a leader

in the progressive school of thought. You have held famil-

iar converse with the sciences which have developed mod-

ern civilization. They contain eternal truths, and furnish

an unending banquet to the philosophic mind. You cau

truthfully adopt, with reference to them, the language of

Cicero, in his defense of the poet Archias :
" Nam cetera

neque temporum sunt, neque cetatem omnium, neque locorum,

hcec studia adolenscentiam alunt, senectutem oblectant, secundas

res ornant a.dversis,perfugium ac solatium proebent; delectant

domi nan impediuntforis ; pernoctant nobiscuin, peregrinantur,

rusticantur."

Ladies and Gentlemen, Patrons of the University of the

State of Missouri:—ISo nobler theater for the onward march

of progress, the triumphs of a grand civilization, and the

development of the physical sciences, can be found on the

maps of ancient or modern history, than your own great

State. In extent of territory, in the fertility of its soil, ia

the richness and b9undles8 variety of its mineral resources,

in its mighty water lines of cheap transportation, and iu

its central geographical position, Missouri is au empire of

material wealth within itself. The great intermediate city

between the two oceans is also yours. St. Louis lifts up
her proud head, the unrivaled queen of the valley of the

Mississippi. Standing midway between the sources and
mouth of the longest river in the world, and commanding
a trade by its channel as far north as perpetual snow^, and
as far south as perpetual flowers, she also rises up in the

great pathway of commerce and travel that the hand of

nature has drawn between the east and the west. Like the

city of the desert on the plains of Asia, she is the mart of
exchange for the commodities of all sections, and the halt-

ing place for the mighty caravans of trade that now float

upon the waters, or fly across the country on tracks of iron.
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Tour State, too, is in the infancy of its development. Only

fifty years ago, it was admitted into the Union, and, though

a giant at its birth, it has still a growth to attain which

will place it among the foremost political commonwealths

in the world. In this development of your State, and in its

future glory, no agency will be so potent, no instrumental-

ity so direct and effective, as the light which has already

gone forth, and which will continue to flow from this insti-

tution, if you affectionately uphold it by your love, your

prayers, and your labors.
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TRIBUTE TO PROFESSOR MORSE.

[On the evening of Tuesday, April 16, 1872, a meeting was held in com-

memoration of the memory of the great philosopher and discoverer, Samuel

F. B. Morse, in the hall of the United States House of Eepresentatives.

Speaker Blaine occupied the chair. After an appropriate prayer by Rev. Dr.

W. Adams, of New York, remarks were made by Speaker Blaine, Dr. C. C.

Cox, Senator Patterson, Hon. Fernando Wood, General James A. Garfield,

Hon. S. S. Cox, Hon. D. W. Voorhees, and Hon. N. P. Banks ; and tele-

graphic dispatches from this country and abroad were read, testifying sym-

pathy in the great loss sustained by America in the death of this brilliant

light of science. After the reading of a message of sympathy from the

operators of England, Ireland, and Scotland, Speaker Blaine introduced the

Hon. D. W. Voorhees, who spoke as follows :]

Honors paid by the living to the dead are as old and as

universal as the races of mankind. They follow the be-

reavements of the cabin and the palace. Simple ceremo-

nies attend the humble and the lowly, and frail memorials

mark their resting-places ; while the long procession, the

solemn and lofty dirge, the crowded assemblage, and the

voice of eulogy, all wait on departed eminence and glory.

The barbarian chants a requiem over the grave of his fel-

low-mortal, and the Christian celebrates the virtues of his

fallen comrade. No one ever dies all forgotten, and no one

ever wholly perishes from the face of the earth. The in-

fluences of a life, even in this world, are eternal. The
tomb can not inclose them. Tliey escape from its portals,

and continue to pervade the daily walks of men, like un-

seen spirits, guiding and controlling- human thought and
action. Who is free from their touch ? Whose life and

• destiny have not been colored and fashioned by the influ-

ences of those who have passed away, even unknown to

fame ? The greatest actors on the broad stage of human
affairs have pointed back frpm the loftiest points of their

elevation to the mother with her prayers, to the father with
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his toil ami devotion, to uuselfish kindred, to self-sacrificing

friends, and bowed with reverenee before the living power,

associated forever witli their names and memories. Every

mind and heart reprodnees some of its achievements and

some of its qualities in the minds and hearts of others,

after it has gone to far-off spheres and realms. And this

is the average of human influence—the silent, but mighty,

stream of causes producing effects, on which mankind,

from its birth, has been borne gradually and steadily for-

ward in its vast career of progress and development. 'How

and then, however, the current of this stream receives a

new and startling velocity. Some intellectual force, tow-

ering over all others of its period, occasionally imparts to

all the world at once an impulse, which condenses the ordi-

nary advancement of centuries into the thrilling compass

of a single day. Then nations and generations, and not

merely individuals, become the subjects of an irresistible

and everlasting influence. A new era is then noted on the

page of the historian, and new gateways are opened for

the onward movement of humanity. Such an event hap-

pened in this capital, when, only twenty-eight years ago, a

single wire was drawn through the air as a messenger of

thought, as swift and unfailing as the light of the sun. It

was a period of mental activity and pride, and men were

boastful of the light and knowledge which the world

already possessed; but the results which followed this

achievement were as the awakening of dawn after long

and heavy darkness. A revolution, forward and upward

in the progress of the world, was at once accomplished, of

greater practical consequence to the human family than

any other known in history. The toils, the penury, and

the hopes deferred, which had darkened many years of the

life of the student and the philosopher, were succeeded by

a triumph whose proportions will continue to swell and

expand until time shall be no more. The influence of this

one man has taken to itself the wings of the morning, and

visited the uttermost parts of the earth. It dwells in all

the four quarters of the globe, and shapes the destinies of

men and nations with a power second only to the omni-
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present omnipotence of God himself. Professor Morse, in

one sense, is dead. His body, after its labors of fourscore

jears, has laid down to rest, and to sleep until the voice of

the Master shall awaken it again. But, even in this world,

his life has just begun. As his great soul enters upon its

new career in the regions of immortality, so does the influ-

ence which he left behind him here move forward each day

to new developments of glory and of power. We are here

to-night because he lives in his works, and because his un-

dying genius still sways and governs our conduct. Forty

million people, whose representatives we are, bow reverently

at his tomb for the same reason. All the civilized races of

the earth are his mourners, because his great discovery has

testified of him in their midst. Memorial services, how-

ever, can not reach him. He is beyond the sounds of praise

or the fragrance of its incense.

" Can honor's voice provoke the silent dust,

Or flattery soothe the dull, cold ear of death ?"

No ; w;e simply honor ourselves on this occasion by rec-

ognizing the gigantic power of the mighty dead, and at-

testing his' immortality here on earth. ^Thus I interpret

the meaning of these imposing national solemnities.

If we pause here for a moment to reflect upon the class

to which the discovery of Professor Morse belongs, we find

it in that field which has produced nearly all there is of

useful knowledge. The physical sciences alone can place

man in his true relation to the material universe. He
arose from the dust, in the hour of his creation, a master

and a conqueror by divine right, in the world of nature.

Dominion was given to him over all. Power was granted

Mm as the lord of a domain, and all it contained; but it

was a power which had to be reduced to j)ossession by
knowledge. He who is ignorant of the proper ties and laws

of the physical world, can have no control of its tremen-

dous agencies. The most polished nations of antiquity,

therefore, rose to no higher fame than that which is ac-

quired in wars and conquests. The shape and motion of
the heavenly bodies, the electricity of the clouds, the mag-
netism of metals, the qualities and power of steam, were
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to them almost eiitiroly soiUed ni>stc>rics. If they some-

times cuiight ft glimpse of an element of scioiico, they ap-

plied it to uo useful purpose. Cicero, it is true, with that

universal wisdom whieh distinguished him, admits the im-

portance to the human understanding of physical investi-

gation. ^^ Et't animoruni ingcniorumque nostrorum naturale

quoddam quasi pabulum considcrato contemplatique rtaturce."

But in this ho stood almost, if not quite alone, and it was

left for modern ages to produce those wonderful results

which attend a revelation of the secret forces and princi-

ples of nature. They are numerous and beneficent to the

wants and comfort of the human family; but the discov-

eries whieh caused the steamer to plow the deep in safety,

and the railroad train to fly across a continent, and which

led to the instantaneous transmission of thought to the

opposite regions of the globe, stand unrivaled in the history

of mental triumphs over the elements of physical creation.

And these sublime achievements are American ! Fortunate

and glorious as our history has in many things been, it

has no page so bright as this. Fulton and Fi'anklin and
Morse are American names, "^e have lived as a nation

less than a century, and yet, in the realms of useful philos-

ophy, practical art, and beneficial science, all the centuries

of all the past furnish no parallel to our glory. The
American mind has contributed more in these walks to

the elevation and happiness of mankind than all the other

nations and ages of the world combined. All else may
fail us, but this will never fail. Our liberties may be lost,

our free form of government may fall to the ground, our

very name may be blotted from the map of nations ; but

the inventions of American genius will continue to illu-

minate the world with a light as imperishable as the stai's

in the heavens.

There is another reflection, however, which presents it-

self for brief mention on this occasion. In the brilliancy

of the discoverer's fame, after his success is complete, the

world is apt to forget the price he paid for his immortality.

It is often a most melancholy task to trace the weary and

painful struggles which men of science have made, \\x
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order to be permitted to bless mankind. Looking behind

the sweet hour of their triumphs, we usually behold a dis-

mal plain of poverty, and an almost friendless life of vig-

ilant, unremitting, and exhaustive labor. The feverish,

throbbing brain ; the anxious, sleepless nights ; the longing,

sick, and disappointed heart—all are there. The sneers

of dullness, the opposition of envious intelligence, and

the cold and stinted patronage of the timid and doubting

also attend the efforts of every daring explorer in unknown

regions after new truths. Columbus was jfifty-seven years

•of age when he at last sailed on the fulfillment of his long

and troubled dream. In the prosecution of his vast design,

he had begged bread and water at the gates of the con-

vent of Santa Maria de Kabida, and encounted the malev-

olent superstition of Spain in the fifteenth century before

the council at Salamanca.

He followed the camp of Ferdinand and Isabella for

years, and fought in their bloodiest battles against the

Moors, in order to be near the court and solicit its aid in

the discovery of a new world. lie borrowed money to buy

suitable apparel in which to appear in the presence of his

sovereigns. He journeyed, foot-sore and travel-stained,

with the peasants on the highways. But in the midst of it

all, whether in want or in humiliation, in fatigue or in

•danger, whether battling under the cross against the cres-

cent, or lingering in the antechamber of royalty for an

audience, he never for an instant lost sight of the. mission

on which he had embarked his life. He was present when
the last Moorish king sui-rendered the keys of the Alhambra,

and he was a S]_3ectator when the whole court and army of

Spain were abandoned to jubilee—when the air resounded

with shouts of joy, with songs of triumph, and hymns of

thanksgiving. Yet, at this great moment, an old Spanish

writer thus describes him: "A man, obscure and little

known, followed at this time the court. Confounded in

the crowd of unfortunate applicants, feeding his imagina-

tion in the corners of antechambers with the pompous
project of discovering a world, melancholy and dejected

in the midst of the general rejoicing, he beheld with in-
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difference, and almost with contempt, tlie conclusion of a
conquest which swelled all bosoms with jubilee, and seemed

to have reached the utmost bounds of desire." So too,,

perhaps, might the great American whose deeds wo com-

memorate to-night, have been seen in the halls of this

capitol, when, at the age of fifty-two years, he witnessed

general rejoicings over the sneccss of small events in com-

parison to that which was so clear and so immeasurably

great to his view. In some niche or corner or gallery he'

watched and waited for the succor he had so long sought

in vain. It came at last, as did the three small ships to

Columbus, and similar results followed, to a certain ex-

tent, in both instances. Success was immediate and glori-

ous. One delivered a new hemisphere to the knowledge

of mankind, and the other compelled the lightning to carry-

instant communication between both hemispheres. They

rose from adversity and culminated in conquests alike, but

their fates and fortunes there diverged. The mighty Ge-

noese admiral realized the anguish of those who hang on

princes' favors. He drained the cup of his country's in-

gratitude to its dregs. His great heart was broken in

prison and in chains. He was three hundred years in ad-

vance of the powers whom he served. He died in sorrow,

and with the unpropitious clouds of his early life again

lowering over his head.

Isot so with Professor Morse. Happy and bright was
the age in which he achieved his triumph. He was shorn

of none of its honors or its profits. He took his place per-

manently in the temple of fame, and received the well-

earned rewards of his toils and his genius. He lived with

the affections of the world clustering about him, and died

honored, revered, and mourned by the human race. The
world has advanced, and it still advances.
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LOUISIANA AFFAIRS.

([Remarks made in the House of Representatives, January 22, 1872, upon

the difficulties attending the organization of the Legislature of Louisi-

ana, in January, 1872.]

Mr. Speaker :—I voted for this investigation, and to raise

this committee. In doing so I differed from many of my
political friends on this side of the House. I did so, how-
ever, because I believed there was a necessity for something

to be done ; and although it was a matter of doubt in my
mind whether it was within the province of this govern-

ment to interfere with such a local contest as is now raging

in Louisiana, I gave the occasion the benefit of the doubt.

As I look upon the scene which has been exhibited in

the city of New Orleans for the last two weeks, I think

no gentleman upon this floor has exaggerated its importance.

"No one has colored the affair too strongly. And the

gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Dawes] is entitled, in

my judgment, to the thanks of the country for the inde-

pendence of his conduct in moving the proposed investiga-

tion. He is a leader of his party, and the official leader of
this House, and the effects of his measure must fall upon
his political friends. His conduct is all the more com-
mLcndable for that reason.

Sir, what do we behold in Louisiana ? An American
State has been trying for two weeks to convene her legis-

lature, and trying in vain. She has been endeavoring to
assemble the law-making branch of her government, and
up to this hour has failed. During that time we have seen
an American officer in command of "United States troops,
moving them every day to and from the government bar-
racks, interfering in the struggle, under orders from some-
where, until at last the mob arises and goes to his head-
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quarters. It there makes a demand, disgraceful to them'.

and to the age in which we live ; asks the officer to pro-

claim martial law. The answer given by him w^as not

creditable to his uniform or rank, but it was, perhaps, just

to the servile mob, clamoring for tyranny to be established

on their bended necks. lie tells them to go away, or he

will give them the martial law of grape and canister.

These are strange events in a land of law.

Mr. Maynard : If the gentleman will allow me to inter-

rupt him, I will say that the statement he is referring to

has been denied.

Mr. Voorhees : Be it so ; but the legislature is not con-

vened, and somebody is to blame for this great scandal.

And at last there comes this morning a declaration of war.

I know not whether the intelligence is true or false ; I

know not whether the Louisiana officials have acquired

Mexican habits of issuing proclamations ' for amusement

and not for purposes of battle. Be that as it may, the good

name of the whole country is disgraced
;
public decency is

outraged ; the leader of one factidn proclaims that he will

at a given hour proceed in battle array to open one branch

of the legislature by force of arms. With due military

regard to the safety of non-combatants, he tells them to

close their houses and places of business and to keep out

of the streets. This is a declaration of civil war. This

time it is not a slaveholders' rebellion ; it is a war of two

wings of a great and powerful political party. Has it com-

menced? Who can tell me? I do not know whether it

has or not, but if this matter does not call for prompt action

on our part, then I can conceive of no outrage on Ameri-

can soil that should challenge the attention of the Ameri-

can Congress.

Sir, this trouble arises from the system upon which Con-

gress has acted in reconstructing the South.

Mr. Farnsworth : Before the gentleman passes from this

p'int, I desire to ask him what Congress could do when it

found the facts to exist which he has stated ?

Mr. Yoorhees : Ah, do not ask me what this Congress

will do. [Laughter.]
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Mr. Farnsworth : Well, what ought it to do ?

Mr, Voorhees : In my judgment, it ought to do manj
things connected with Southern affairs that even he, with

all his liberality and strong sense of justice, which I recog-

nize, in his dealings with the Southern people, would not

agi'oe with me upon. There is much which ought to be

done which will always be left undone. I have been in the

South this summer in connection with an investigating"

committee, and I assert that the worst governments in the

whole world, without any exception, are the government*
of the Southern States at this hour. There is nothing com-
parable to them. They are unparalleled for their iniquity,

their infamy, and their outrages. Their law-makers are

incompetent to make laws. "With legislatures four-fifths of

whom can neither read nor write, and who pay not even a
poll-tax, enacting laws and levying untold millions of taxes

upon the property of the States, what can you expect ex-

cept the worst government beneath the sun ?

This state of things exists not merely in Louisiana, but
everywhere else in the South in the States that have been
reconstructed. In Virginia, it is trae that matters are not
BO bad, but she, too, has been plunged into an enormous-
debt since reconstruction commenced. It is the fault of a
pernicious system. You have called into power an influ-

ence and a class whicn would paralyze and destroy any
State that exists upon earth. In Louisiana to-day it is a
contest between two factions of the same party, but there
iathis excuse for one of those factions, that it represents-

the popular sentiment rebelling against unmitigated and
unbearable wrongs. The present State government of
Louisiana has crushed the people by force of its infamous
laws, and by the imposition of taxes, imtil the instinct of
resistance is too strong to be longer repressed. I do not
say that the one party in this contest is better than the
other, or that one party would do better in control of the
government than the other, but the "Warmoth administra-
tion has ruined the State,

To-day there is a debt of between fifty and one hundred
million dollars resting upon the State of Louisiana and the
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city of New Orleans. At last this administration of pillage

and crime has provoked the sentiment 'of the State to re-

sist it. You SCO this fact recognized by Governor Warmoth's

-own conduct. "When, a few days since, the United States

troops ceased to pass back and forward from the barracks

of the government to the Mechanics' Institute of the city

of Xew Orleans, when they were told at a late hour from

here to stay in their quarters, and Governor Warmoth
ibund himself stripped of their s\ipport, he then hastened

to have repealed a list of obnoxious laws, a system of in-

fernal and oppressive legislation. I say to the House that

I care little what becomes of either one of these factions,

but it does matter much to the character of the American

government whether a State shall literally disorganize itself

iind dissolve into elements of anarcliy. As well almost

might you install the Barataria Bayyiirates again upon the

coast of the Gulf of ilexico as to allow these people their

unbridled sway. What the remedy is, involves too elabor-

ate and too vast a question for me to enter on now.

Upon some more fitting and appropriate occasion, I fnay

fiubmit my views upon that subject. In my deliberate judg-

ment, the governments have been built in the Southern

States, if you will allow the expression, upon the wrong

€nd. The pyramid stands, not upon its base, but upon its

apex. You have founded your governments upon the vice,

upon the ignorance, upon the irresponsibility of mankind;

not upon the stability, not upon the intelligence, not upon

the classes that are responsible for the peace, order, and

welfare of society, and now you are reaping some of the

fruits of your system. " Do men gather grapes of thorns,

or figs from thistles?" Xo ; neither will you gather the

blessings of good government from a system which has

brought into power and place the worst and most ignorant

classes of the human race. I allude not merely to the black

element of the South; I allude also to the opportunity

which your plan of reconstruction gave to adventurers

from the North, and to the vicious and corrupt of all races

and from all quarters of the world. I allude to that feature

of your policy, disfranchising the intelligence and the
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Tirtjae of the South, which a distinguished gentleman from

South Carolina, a few days ago in this capitol, declared

had made his State government a disgrace to the civilized

world. It is confined, however, to no one State. The
evils of your legislation are spread broadcast throughout

all the South. It salutes the eye everywhere. Your
failure to establish peace and prosperity is universal.

Sir, I voted for this investigation because I believed the

subject could not be touched without benefit to the public.

I did not vote for it in any narrow partisan spirit, or

merely because I believed it would injure your party or

benefit mine. I am not free from partisan feelings, it is

true ; but I trust I had higher motives. I have no doubt

that the faults of your system of government will.be ex-

posed in every investigation set on foot in that section..

I have been connected with one, as I have already said^

during the past summer. Perhaps there are gentlemen on
the opposite side of this chamber who expect to derive

much party benefit from the recent investigation into the

outrages in the South. In this they will be mistaken. It

is true there have been crimes there, crimes that have
made my blood boil with indignation when I heard their

recital. But when I traced them back to their causes I

found simply bad governments making bad citizens. You
made the governments, and the consequences belong to

you. "When did oppressive and corrupt governments fail

to beget lawlessness and crime. If you expect to gain
votes by these issues in the coming campaign, you may lay

aside that delusion. It will not be so. While you will

prove that individual offenses have been committed, that
in some instances the courts have been paralyz'ed and have
not done their duty, while you will prove midnight scourg-
ings and whippings, and outrages of that kind, all of which
I denounce and abhor, yet you will find at the same time
that by your policy and your system you had all the powers
of government under your control; you had the courts^
in which your judges could not take a seat upon the bench
-without taking your test-oath, and in which all the officials

had to join him. The jurors belonged to you, and all the



LOUISIANA AFFAIRS. 551

officers of the courts were under your control. You will

find that instead of their assisting to execute the laws of

the country, in many instances they stood in the way of

their just administration. You will find, in the caKO of the

governor of Georgia, that out of four hundred and forty-

six applieatious for pardon, he granted perhaps three

hundred and fifty ; less than one hundred applications

were denied. Pardons were granted in many instances

before trial. He armed criminals with pardons in advance,

that they might go into court and plead them at the har

and return free, again to prey upon society. The people of

the country will find in these reasons which I have given,

powei'ful excuses for the evils and riots and crimes that have
prevailed, I am sorry to say, in some sections of the South.

More than that, you will find taxation, the worst curse

of government that comes upon mankind
;
you will find

taxation whieh is a scourge and a hurden even when it ia

laid by a good government and laid righteouslj'. You will

find it there in the most flagitious, corrupt, and devouring

forms that the world ever saw. You will find that the fat

cattle, well-fleshed and favored, have been eaten up by the

lean and poor kine. You will find the whole land swept

of every green thing. Let gentlemen from the Southern

States say what they will to uphold their State credit, yet

almost from the Potomac here to the Eio Grande, State

bankruptcy universally prevails at this hour. You may
perhaps except Virginia, but when you strike the Carolinas

and Georgia, and poor little Florida, and turn your atten-

tion to the ruined States of Louisiana, Texas, and else-

where, you behold them living and breathing upon the in-

dulgence of their creditors, who have not yet forced them
into absolute bankruptcy. Their inability to meet their

liabilities is well known in financial quarters, and they are

now in many instances issuing new bonds to pay the in-

terest upon their bonds already due. This tells the whole

story, and proclaims that form of repudiation which arises

not from dishonesty, but from abject poverty and ruin.

And all this has been the work of only six years and a half

of your party ascendency.
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Why, sir, Georgia had no deht when the war hroke out.

Eleven years ago, Mr. Speaker, when you and I first met

here, she owed nothing. Under the old regime slaveholders

may have governed her; "robbers of other people's labor,"

in the language of the day, may have held sway; but they

did not steal the public money. They doubtless had their

frailties, in common with all mankind. But from the

days of the Eevolution, until the bitter and black cloud of

war fell upon the land, Georgia was so governed that she

had no debt ; she owed no man anything. And when she

emerged from the iiery conflict of war—when the rebellion

closed—if she had contracted any debt during the days of

the Confederacy, it was wiped out at the dictation of the

federal government. So that, when the party in power

took possession, of that State six and a half y^ars ago, they

took her free from all liabilities.

But instead of having been elevated from her impov-

erished condition and restored to prosperity, instead of

having her towns rebuilt and her railroads reconstructed,

instead of being kept free from debt and taxation, the

State of Georgia this hour has liabilities resting upon her

that can not be liquidated for less than $50,000,000. This

is the work (I say it in no spirit of party bitterness) of your
party, the party that thotght it had found the golden key
to national success in the system of so-called " reconstruc-

tion." I never believed in that system. It has not proved
a success. It has proved a Pandora's box of mischief and
ruin. It has covered the land with men who have enriched

themselves at the expense of the tax-payers, who have
broken down public confidence and ruined whole States;

and it has now culminated in a civil strife between fac-

tions, which have blocked the wheels of government in one
of the States of the Eepublic.

There stands that State to-day. Perhaps at this moment
blood is running upon her streets. There she stands with
her citizens menacing each other, their hands upon their

dagger-hilts ready to strike at each others' hearts. It is

the end of six years and a half of Republican government.
Gentlemen, are you content with it? Can you go before the
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country and as honest men e&j, " Our plan of government

.
has borne the fruits of peace, of honor, of prosperity, and
integrity." Can you say that with all tlie powers of this

govornmeiit committed to your hands you have restored

that beautiful land that lies under the southern sky to the

prosperity with which you and I and all of us would desire

to see her blessed? Can you say so? Not so, not so.

I do not wish to seek party advantage. I have already

said much more than I intended. When this committee

•was raised, the Speaker did me the honor to ask me to

serve upon it, and I agreed to do so. I intended to go to

Xew Orleans, and do my duty to the best of my ability.

Private affairs, as well as public duties, have, however, so

pressed upon me that I have been compelled to ask the

Speaker to relieve me, and send in my place some one who
will do the work required perhaps much better.

It has been said that tbe legislature of Louisiana has not

called upon Congress for intervention. How can the legis-

lature call when it can not convene? Anarchy is there;

lawlessness is there ; murder is there ; rebellion is there.

I cordially thank the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr.

Dawes] for bringing the question before us in the shape ia

which it has been presented.
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ENFORCEMENT OF THE FOURTEENTH AMEND-
MENT.

[A speech, delivered in the House of Eepresentatives, April 6, 1871, upon

the bill to enforce the provisions of the fourteenth amendment to the

constitution of the United States.]

Mr. Speaker:—It was not my intention until a few

moments ago to embark at all upon the wide and turbid

stream of this debate; and I shall do so now only for a

very brief space. The limits of my time forbid more than

this.

During this weary and protracted discussion I have been

absent from the halls of. Congress, returning but a few

days ago in order to cast my vote upon the vital principles

involved. I have been among the people in their daily

avocations, and wherever I went I found peace and quiet.

The people of this country are well informed; they read

newspapers, and are full of intelligence in regard to public

affairs. Yet they are not convulsed ; they see no visions

of horror in the South or anywhere else ; they hear no
shrieks of murder on the midnight air; they behold no
portion of this country inflamed with riot and bloodshed.

The farmer is at his plow in the beautiful spring-time, pre-

paring for the fruitful harvest ; the mechanic is toiling at

his bench or his forge ; the merchant is selling his mer-
chandise, and every class is engaged in its calm and peace-

ful pursuits.

Could this be so if one-half of the territorial boundaries

of the Republic was in such a condition of insurrection,

crime, and lawlessness as to call for a declaration of war,

the suspension of the great writ of habeas corpus, and the

enrollment of volunteers? Upon returning, however, I

find Congress engaged upon a bill which could not be
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justified even if civil war was open and flagrant. I find

the dominant party pretending to be iu a state of fearful

agitation over the condition of the Southern States. I

find certain leaders here working themselves into an arti-

ficial fury over unreal and fictitious outrages, in order, like

the jugglers of the East, to impose upon the gaping multi-

tude. Let me assure these gentlemen, whose political capital

consists in fabricated stories of blood and carnage, that

they no longer deceive the people ; they no longer delude

the honest tax-payers away from the real issues at stake

;

they no longer mock and dupe their plain hard-working^

adherents by appealing to the lowest and most depraved

prejudices of mankind.

Sir, it is well known of all men that the constitution of

the United States, as it was originally made, provided for

the enfoi'cement of peace and order in all the States of

this Union. If troubles should occur throughout the

Southern States, the original co-nstitution (before it was

thrice amended) provides for the assistance of the federal

government, under proper circumstances. When the

legislature of a State is in session, it is its duty to call for

federal aid if an insurrection takes place too strong to be

suppressed by State power. In the absence of the legisla-

ture, the governor makes the call. And now I ask mem-
bers on the opposite side of the chamber, at the close of

this long debate, to look at the attitude in which you stand

before the country. Of the eleven States which were in

insurrection and which have been reorganized by what i»

called " reconstruction," ten have had radical governors

presiding over them until within two months past, and at

this time there are nine that still enjoy that distinction.

Virginia has a Democratic or Conservative executive ; and

there, you admit, all is peace and obedience to law. You

admit here on this floor that security for life, liberty, and

property is in all her borders.

In that great Commonwealth, where there is a Conserva-

tive governor, even the persistent and malignant ingenuity

of the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Butler] him-

self does not discover or charge any riot or turbulence or
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disturbance. Alabama has a Conservative governor, but

she has only very recently obtained that blessing, and so

far as complaint is here made against her domestic affairs

it applies to her vs'hile under radical rule. There are no

allegations against her present executive. Then you sweep

south from Virginia, and in the whole of the ten States

besides her, up to a few months past, and now in only one

solitary instance, there has not been a governor in any-

one of the executive chairs, except of your own party.

You have had your legislatures also, and not one of them,

when in session, called upon the federal government for

aid. They had the power all the time to do so and were

your own partisans. You say there are and have been

troubles there, that there are riots, violence, insecurity,

.and strife; but your own political associates, acting under

the sanction of official oaths, say, by their official conduct,

that your statem^ents are not true. Whom shall we believe?

The constitution of the United States tells the legisla-

tures of States to call when help is needed. What one of

jour radical legislatures has made this call? Point it out

to me. Are they scoundrels, and have they allowed men,

women, and children, black and white, to be shot down
and hunted down and hung by the highways without lift-

ing up their voices for that assistance which the constitu-

tion proffers? Either your statements, your inflammatory

charges are false, or else your party in the South is com-
posed of villains without a parallel ; villains who have
•stood by silently and seen their political friends murdered
when they had the most ample power to prevent it. Take
which horn of the dilemma you choose. There stand

those -ten States as perpetual witnesses against you. Your
own partisans in office, from the highest to the lowest, are

witnesses against j'ou. Thej^ make no outcry. They do
not clamor for assistance. If riot and bloodshed are

abroad in the borders of those States, why is all silent in

that region? Why are the radical governors silent? I

will tell you why. . It is because this clamor is false,

repawned by the minds of bad men for base political pur-
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poses. The whole country knows it. You deceive no one
on this question.

If the Southern States were in flames, your own ofiicials

there would have cried out long since and asked you for

this aid. Do you tell me that tliore are forty thousand

men under arms in Xorth Carolina, as has been asserted

by the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Butler], and I

believe by my colleague in the other branch of Congress

[^Ir. ^lorton], and at the same time admit that you have
all the time had a radical governor there, and have now?
But the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Butler], in a

wailing tone, announced that Governor Holden had been

run out of the State, and held him up as a victim to the

lawlessness of the people. I say to the gentleman from
Massachusetts that he knew better. You know that Gov-
ernor Holden was impeached and convicted of malfeasance

and corruption in office, of high crimes and misdemeanors,

and convicted, too, by the votes of your own party. Thus
he was removed and another radical takes his place. This

is your conspicuous victim of Southern outrage ! But even

he, while governor, had not the brazen audacity to allege

a state of affairs in North Carolina which called for the

interference of federal troops. I talk plainly. You know
he was governor until a few weeks since. "Why was even

he silent on this subject on which you are so fierce, loud,

and sanguinary ? Did he not know whether there were

forty thousand men banded together committing murder

without limit ? Yet he sat in his chair; he slept at his

post, and said that all was well within his borders. "Who

is it that is false ? Somebody is. Who are the witnesses

to be believed before the country ? You or your governors

and legislatures in the South ?

ISTot only is all this true, however, but it is likewise true

that within the last four months every one of these ten

governors of these ten States, in regular messages to their

legislatures, asserted as a fact, before the people of the

United States and before the world, that peace reigned in

their midst; every one of them thanked Providence for

the blessings of peace. This formal and solemn record,
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which can never be destroyed, would of itself damn your

atrocious accusations into disgrace and disbelief with the

people. I call upon the people of all parties to read the

messages of the radical governors of the Southern States

delivered during the past winter. It will there be fully

and abundantly seen whether false witness has not been

borne on this floor and on the floor of the Senate against

a helpless people. And even now, while we are here agi-

tating this question and wasting time and money, Gov-

ernor Alcorn, of Mississippi, is telegraphing to the delega-

tion from that State to mind their own business and let

the State of Mississippi alone ; that he needs no federal

aid ; that he can keep the peace without a military inva-

sion ordered by this lawless bill. He does not stop there.

He compares the statistics of crime committed when the

State was held by a military governor, with troops at his

command, with the statistics of crime committed under

his own administration as a civil executive. He shows

more than one hundred per cent, of an advantage over

the late military governor in point of public virtue, peace,

and order. He is one of your governors, not mine. Does

he speak the truth or a falsehood ? He is on the ground

and well informed. You are not. Do you answer me
that you have evidence? The testimony of witnesses

taken before investigating committees?

Sir, the vilest use to which the power of Congress was

ever put is the raising of a committee of investigation when
the object sought to be accomplished is the advance-

ment of party interest and not the development of truth.

It becomes, then, an infamous inquisition, where the most

odious and loathsome wretches that pollute the earth are

eagerly embraced for the sake of their wholesale perjuries

atid scalding calumnies. They know they are sustained by
a great party, and the value of their services, they under-

stand, depends upon the amount and skill of their false-

hoods. If they can retail nothing in the committee-room,

the great leaders of the party, the dispensers of a nation's

patronage, turn their backs on them as useless rubbish.

If, on the other hand, they can concoct a tale of horror
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that will read well on the ovo of an election ; if they can

manufacture some sinister and ferocious conspiracy, and
recite it well to the committee, their consequence is mag-
nified, and a good office is secured by way of i)ay for polit-

ical services rendered. This is no new phase of human
nature. It is very old as well as very mean. The crea-

tures who have recently been before an investigating com-
mittee of the Senate have had many a counterpart in his-

tory. Their names are all synonyms of infamy, as the

names of the^e scavengers who are now trying by perjury

to drench this hind again in blood will be in all time to

come. The low-browed villain of English history, Titus

Oates, by his false oath, murdered many innocent people

on the scafi"old and on the streaming and gory block. He
had his day of power. A'ast crowds followed him, and the

most exalted in the kingdom patronized and welcomed
him. His word made the purest, the noblest, and the best

turn pale and make ready for death. But with what satis-

faction the historian records the close of his career ! The
scourge, the branding-ii-on, the cropping-knife, the pillory,

and the cart's-tail all befell him. And a similar fate,

and more also, would be the just reward of those who are

now engaged, by false swearing, in precipitating death and

ruin into the midst of peaceful and law-abiding commu-
nities.

Sir, it is to your interest, as a party, that lawlessness

should prevail, or at least appear to prevail, in the South-

ern States. It is a strong diet on which to feed the preju-

dices and antipathies of the Northern people. You have

tried it often before, and you are trying now again. It is

to the interest of the Democratic party, on the other hand^

to have peace. We suffer by every disorder that takes

place, or that is falsely alleged to have taken place, at the

South. How do parties, as well as persons, act upon ques-

tions of self-interest? Is it difficult to answer? If a mur-

der or any other crime has been committed in a commu-

nity, ajid there is but one person within your knowledge

who was or could be benefited thereby, would not your

gravest suspicions at once fall on him ? Is not this a rule
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of reason, as well as of the written law of the land? Ap-
ply it to the subject now under discussion. You, as

a party, are benefited by murder, by riot, by insurrec-

tion, and by general disobedience to law in the South. It

follows, therefore, that the unscrupulous leaders of your

party will labor first to create murder, riot, insurrection,

and disobedience to law^ in that section, and, failing to ac-

complish these diabolical purposes, they will, by false wit-

nesses and unfounded clamors, labor to make the people

believe that such crimes exist when they do not. The con-

dition of your party at this time is well iinderstood. The
grinding in your mill is low. Your hopper is running^

almost empty. A new grist of Southern outrages, whether
spurious or genuine, must be poui'ed in. On all the great

questions of domestic economy—bonds, finances, revenue,

taxation, tarifiF," and San Domingo—you are bankrupt of

political capital. You seek to reinstate yourselves by an
issue on which you think you can inflame anew the almost

extinguished animosities of the war. I have demonstrated,

however, that your own allies in the South prove your
issue to be false, and you will signally fail.

It is a miserable spectacle to behold a political party en-

deavoring to build its fortunes on the ordinary frailties and
the average amount of crime in any State or locality. No
spot on the civilized globe is entirely free from the disor-

ders that arise from the fallen and sinful nature of man.
Evil spirits infest alike every State of this Union and every
nation beneath the sky. If there was everywhere perfect

and absolute obedience to law, if no statute was ever
broken, we would have the Utopian government of Plato
established or the Garden of Paradise restored. As it is,

however wise and just, men in public life legislate for society

and for human nature as it has been proven and known
to be for all the ages of the past. Doubtless the South
has her full average of crime, as the North also has. There
is not a State in the North within whose borders, at some
time or other, there has not been summary punishment in-

flicted, without^trial, upon criminals or supposed criminals.

As there was no party capital, however, in the subjects at
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the time, no one attempted to overthrow their State gov-

ernments on that account.

But it is the duty of all men to oppose and denounce

lawlof-snoss everywhere. It is the interest, too, as well as

the duty of the party to which I helong, to do so. There

never was a man upon this floor more utterly and entirely

opposed to the riotous, the lawless, and the marauding-

spirits of the land than I am. My whole nature and all

my instincts are at war with such people. And as the

time now rapidly approaches when, in my judgment, the

Democratic party will obtain the control of the country, I

here proclaim, as far as my voice will reach, that " obe-

dience to the constitution and the laws " will be the sign.

in which we will conquer, and will be the motto of a Dem-
ocratic administration. TTe will enforce the laws and keep

the peace everywhere. We will do it in the South ; we
will do it in the North. "We will disband masked high-

waymen, if there are any. We will restore the confidence

of the people in the equity and justice of their govern-

ment. We will do this without such lawless legislation aa

is here proposed ; and by building up instead of destroying

popular rights.

Xo party is fit to aspire to the supreme responsibilities

of this government which does not consecrate itself to the

maintenance of order and the security of life, liberty, and

property to the utmost limits of its vast boundaries. This

shall be our mission, and this we will do if the power is

placed in our hands. We bring you already the proofs of

sincerity, the fruits of our faith. I have pointed you to

Virginia. I point you also to West Virginia. I am re-

minded of her by one of her distinguished representatives

on this floor [Mr. Hereford]. She was born in the midst

of storm and revolution, ripped untimely from her moth-

er's womb, and, until the last few months, remained under

radical rule from the hour of her birth. During all this

time she was garrisoned by federal soldiers. It was deemed

necessary in order to preserve the peace and secui-ity of the

State. When she rose up, however, and broke the shackles

of party despotism, never again to be fastened on her proud
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joung limbs, and gave the control of her future destiny to

the Democratic party, a singular spectacle was witnessed.

The troops are all w^ithdrawn. JSTot an armed soldier now
menaces her people or treads her soil, and yet the sun in

its course through the heavens shines not on a trore or-

derly, law-abiding political commonwealth on the whole
face of the earth. The Democratic party has brought to

her civil government, the removal of the' military, and
perfect domestic tranquillity. Will not the country trust

that party which gives repose and peace and prosperity to

every State where it has secured the ascendency ?

I have seen it stated by my colleague in the other end
of the capitol [Mr. Morton] that the issues in the canvass
of 1872 were to be confined to this wretched subject on
which this dreary debate is drawing to a close. ^Ye can
well afford such an issue, and crush him and his followers
with the facts, but he sadly underrates the intelligence and
the wants of the people. The laboring masses are asking
for bread, and he would give them a stone. They ask for a
fish, and he would give them a snake. The tax-payers want
equal taxation. Why does he not give them that ? The
wealthy escape taxation on their most productive capital.

"What does he propose on this vital question ? The bond-
holder is getting millions in gold for his bonds, when gold
is not his due. A vast, gigantic robbery, misnamed the
tariff, overshadows all the land and plunders the hard earn-
ings of every toiling household.

What relief does my colleague and his party bring for-
ward in behalf of the laborer? The administration is

spending upward of a hundred millions of the people's
money more than an honest and economical administration
-could render the same service for. Profligacy prevails in
high places

; oflaces are bartered as openly as upon a stock
exchange, for pay ; the odor of corrupt jobs and fraudulent
schemes taint the air in every direction, and fraud and
peculation is charged upon the administration under the
sanction of the oldest and most honored names in the Re-
publican party. These questions are here at our own doors,
and the people will enter into judgment upon them at the
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earliest possible opportunity, and in the spirit of unrelent-

ing justice. They will not be subordinated by other issues

presented by designing men to lead the minds of the people

awiiy from their real interests.

Another shameless statement made by my colleague

occurs to me. To what desperation must a party leader be
reduced, when he cau assume sufficient audacity to state

that the Democratic party, if placed in power, would pay the

rebel debt, and also paj- for the slaves set free by the late

•war ! There never was a man who believed this statement

;

not even the man who made it. Everybody knows it to be
false, and made to deceive. I but speak the sentiment of

the entire party to which I belong, when I say that not one

dollar will ever be paid for the purposes stated by my col-

league. It is time that fraudulent and designing assertions

like this should be met the moment they are uttered, and
denounced as they deserve.

And now for a few moments let us inspect the provisions

of this bill, inspired as it is by the waning and decaying

fortunes of the party in power, and called for, as I have

shown, by no public necessity whatever. The first and sec-

ond sections are designed to transfer all criminal jurisdic-

tion from the courts of the States to the courts of the

United States. This is to be done upon the assumption that

the courts of the Southern States fail and refuse to do their

duty in the punishment of offenders against the law. Upon
this assumed fact you propose to commit a violation of the

constitution yourselves, and break down the judicial system

of this government. But I again deny your assumption.

I deny that the cause which you allege for this assault upon

the judiciary of the States exists. I deny that the admin-

istration of justice in the South is a failure, and I again

call your own witnesses to overthrow your assertions.

Sir, when you reconstructed the States of the South you

sifted all the public offices in that section free from every

taint or speck of disloyalty. Your test and iron-clad oaths

excluded from all places of trust, honor, and profit every

man and every class of men who were not in political

agreement with yourselves. Thus the courts, with all their
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macHneiy, from the Potomac to the Rio Grande, passed,

into your hands, and there, with but rare exceptions, they

remain to this day. The judges, the prosecuting attorneys,

the sheriffs, and the very bailiffs, are only such as can take^

the Radical test-oath before they enter upon the duties of

their offices. ISTinety-nine out of every hundred of these-

officials throughout the South belong to your party and

vote your ticket. This you know and the whole country

knows, and yet you all stand up here and deliberately as-

sert that they will not enforce the laws against crime

!

Even if your charge was true, upon whom would the shame-

and dishonor rest ? Certainly upon your party for elevating-

such men to office, and not upon mine.

If your statements on this floor are correct, they simply

show that there are more knaves belonging to your party

holding official stations than even I had supposed. The-

necessity which you allege for the first two sections of this-

measure is a terrible impeachment of Radical office-holders

in the South, and falls harmless at our feet on this side of

the chamber. If the laws are not enforced, I ask you why ?

Are your judges corrupt? Are your prosecuting attorneys-

incompetent, or worse ? Are your sheriffs in league with
this midnight marauding devil called Ku-Klux ? The
courts are held every day, every week, and every month in

the year in that section. I have never heard of their bein,g

distui'bed or broken up, except in the recent instance at

Meridian, Mississippi, where a Radical negro shot and killed

a presiding magistrate while on the bench. There are laws
against every form of crime in all the States. Their en-

forcement is in the hands of your own partisans everj'-where.

Yes, and I will rescue your judiciary in the South from
much of the obloquy you have heaped upon it.

I will not permit you to thus sacrifice and disgrace your
party allies in the South for the sake of political capital at

the I^ortb. I here assert that they are doing their duty
reasonably well in the administration of justice ; that your
partisans connected with the judiciary of the States in the
South are doing better than their brethren in any of the
other offices in that afflicted region. Have they asked you
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Ibr assistance? Has a single one complained that lie is ob-

j'trnctcd in his duties? Has a judge in a single instance

invoked protection for his court ? Has any attorney of the

commonwealth asked for a guard while he was engaged in

bringing desperate malefactors to justice ? Have the sher-

iffs reported that they could not serve process and called

for troops to act as an armed posse comttalus? Nothing of

idl this ; not a word. All these officials, more than a thou-

sand in number, are thus the most powerful witnesses

against you. Their silence is conclusive. While the air is

here vexed with your ravings, they are pursuing the even

tenor of their ways at the very places where you locate

your imaginary horrors ; and they neither see nor hear the

frightful scenes which your distempered fancies have con-

jured up and sent forth from these resounding halls.

But the chief wickedness of this bill is contained in the

third and fourth sections. By them every power of the

government is surrendered absolutely, and without the

slightest reservation, to one man. The President is author-

ized to decide without the aid or advice of any one when
and where there is insurrection, domestic violence, unlaw-

ful combinations or conspiracies in any State ; whether they

obstruct or hinder the execution of the laws ; whether they

deprive any portion or class of people of such State of any of

their rights, privileges, or immunities; whether the consti-

tuted authorities of the State are unable, or from any cause

fail or refuse protection of the people in such rights, and

whether these constituted authorities have failed or neg-

lected to call upon the federal government for aid when it

was needed. When he has decided this wide range of fact

for himself, and in his own way, he is authorized to "take

such mea-ures, by the employment of the militia, or the

land and naval forces of the United States, or of either, or

by other means, as he may deem necessary," to suppress

whatever he may call an insurrection, domestic violence,

or unlawful combinations.

This is an accurate and correct statement of the third

section, and I pronounce it the most horrible legislation

that ever polluted the records of this government. Tell
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me what there is to prevent the President from making

war and moving with the army into every State in this

Union the day after this monstrous measure becomes a law.

Is he not empowered to determine the facts upon which he

is to act, and then to take the whole military power of the

government and do with it as he pleases; do w^iat he deems

necessary ; do whatever he wants to do for his own success-

and aggrandizement ? Not one word of this can be denied.

Here are these powers plainly written down in this most

unrighteous measure. There is not a king or an emperor

in the world, at this hour, who possesses a power to make
war upon his own subjects so unlimited, so completely

within his own discretion, as is here wantonly given to an

American executive to invade and attack the homes of

American citizens.

This is not the language of extravagance. Every civil-

ized nation upon earth bears witness to the truth of my
declaration. You tender General Grant the sword, and tell

him to wield it upon his countrymen in any direction he

chooses ; strike whenever his passions, his hates, his ambi-

tion, or his interests dictate, and upon such cause or provo-

cation as to him alone may appear sufficient. Do you Avish.

to establish lawless tyranny in this land ? Here is its char-

ter. Do you desire to raise up and clothe a lawless tyrant

in the executive chair? This measure would tempt a far

better, wiser, and more virtuous magistrate than is now at

the head of our national affairs. It M'ould breed thoughts

of unholy and unlawful ambition, and hatch forth schemes

of treason against liberty, in a far humbler and more un-

designing heart than that which now beats with impatience

for the passage of this despotic and infamous bill. There
was but one thing more needed to make this blasphemy
against free institutions complete, and it is to be found in

the fourth section. The President is there authorized to

suspend, whenever the whim or fancy seizes him, that great

writ of human liberty, the writ of habeas corpus, which for

more than two hundred years, in England, the royal man-
date has not dared to touch, and which only during the
convulsions of a dreadful civil war was ever suspended in
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this country. The executive can smite the land, at liis own
imperial will, with steel and fire and blood, and fill the

prisons as he goes with those whose lives are spared. You
make hiui a creature of unbridled license. Tiie chief of a

pirate bund is not more so. His own will is his law, and
yo- withdraw from him every shadow of restraint by this

enactment.

Mr. Speaker, my hope for the redress of such wrongs as

this measure inflicts is in the intelligence and justice of the

people. They perceive the designs of the jiarty in power.

You have already enacted a law authorizing the use of

military force at every voting precinct in the United States.

Xow you propose to make the present executive an omnip-

otent and irresponsible ruler—to place in his hands the

issues of life and death, peace and war, liberty, property,

and all the rights that organized human society cherish

and prize as sacred. There is method in all this legisla-

tion. It has a purpose as plain as if it was avowed here in

this discussion. You are laying tbe ax at the roots of the

tree, and it means that the tree in due time is to fall.

Usurpation is intended—how much and how far is to be

determined by circumstances and party necessities- You
are preparing fully and carefully to defy the popular will

if it should be expressed against you. All this is now too

plain to be doubted or denied by intelligent, candid minds.

The country is warned in time. I can not believe that you

wUl be sustained in such outrages upon all those great civil

rights for which governments are instituted among men.

If the American people will uphold such measures of leg-

islation as this and the law for the use of the bayonet at

the polls, then they will not only lose their liberties and

bow their necks to. the yoke of bondage, but they will de-

serve the fate which they might have averted while they

were yet free. But I have no such gloomy misgivings. I

believe your party will be driven from power, and that

the dawn of a long and brilliant career of peace, order,

wealth, and prosperity is about to break upon the land and

relieve the people from the reign of faction plunder, and

misrule.
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PROTECTION OF AMERICAN CITIZENS

ABROAD.

[Remarks made in the House of Representatives, January 6, 1871, upon
the imprisonment of American Minister, Washburn, and other Ameri-
can citizens, in Paraguay.]

Me. Speaker :—I expect to support by my vote the reso-

lutions reported by the majority of the Committee on For-
eign Affairs, and I desire to explain, in a few words, my
reasons for doing so. It is with extreme reluctance that I
part company with the minority of the committee on this

or any other subject. For those gentlemen, I entertain the
highest respect for their abilities, and in every other way.
But this debate has convinced me that I ought to follow
the lead of the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Beck], who
has so powerfully presented my views, as well as his own,
upon this question.

In the brief minutes allotted to me by the courtesy of
my colleague [Mr. Orth], I can but glance at. the facts of
this case; I shall not go into details. In this transaction,
I see an American minister abroad at his post of duty, im-
prisoned for many months. I hear him call in vain upon
ofScers of the United States navy for assistance. I see
members of his legation, living in his house, taken from
tinder his roof by the power to which he was accredited,
placed in prison, and scourged and racked upon the tor-
turing-wheel.

If any American citizen can hear these wrongs and out-
rages simply recited, whatever may be the character of the
persons on whom they were inflicted, without his blood
boiling in his veins and his heart beating high to avenge
the atrocity, I do not envy his patriotism or love of country.
It matters not to me what may be the character of Bliss
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and Masterman. If an officer of tlic American navy should

stand by and see a man sctjurgod and tortured by a foreign

power, even if he were the veriest tliief, darker and deeper

in crime than he who suffered on the cross of old, while

from his lips came the cry, "I am an American citizen;"

if an officer, under those ciicumstanees, sliould plead that

lie was waiting for orders from some superior at a distance,

I would, had I the power, not merely load him with the

censure of this House, but condemn him to be shot for

recreance to duty. Talk not to me about waiting for or-

ders on a foreign port under these cii'cumstances, while

American flesh was being torn and American bones were

being crushed on the rack ! Such a plea is a mockery, a

horrible mockery, and a burning insult to our national

spirit.

Xor does any law of nations or of nature require such

an ignoble attitude on the part of the navy. The history

of nations is full of instances where naval officers have

placed themselves under the immediate orders of the diplo-

matic agents of their governments. But the highest orders

in the world are the orders of humanity ; the orders of a

just and powerful patriotism; a patriotism which, on des-

perate emergencies, makes its own orders, and waits to hear

from no superior, save only that God who inspires noble

deeds. It is on such occasions that immortal actions occur.

At such times, heroes are born in. a moment, and spring,

full grown and undying, into the arena of history. If these

officers, whose conduct is under consideration, had been

equal to their station, their names would now be spoken

with universal honor, instead of being coupled with terms

of reproach and indignation.

Had tliey been patriotic men, they would have known

their duty without waiting for orders. Instead, however,

of promptly acting in behalf of the honor of their country,

they, for more than a year, threw every obstacle in the way

of the American minister, Mr. Washburn ; they embar-

rassed him in every conceivable mode; they even refused

him transportation. K they had been avowed allies of the

desperate, bloody, brutal tyrant, who imposed stripes and
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chains upon American citizens, they could not more effect-

ually have played their part than they did.

I do not know these men. It is no pleasure to me to

censure anybody. I would not carry pain to any breast

unnecessarily. But upon questions of this kind, the Amer-
ican Congress can not take too high ground. We can not

do too much in these degenerate days toward restoring the

once high, but now fallen, standard of our foreign policy.

I use the term "degenerate" as applied to that policy; for

I have been long impressed with the weak and disgraceful

foreign policy of this government.

For nearly a quarter of a century, we have lived upon
the fame of one glorious action on the part of our govern-

ment—on the conduct of one officer of our navy in re-

claiming from bondage Martin Koszta. In every speech
since that event, it has been used to adorn our history.

We have had nothing else. We have banqueted on this

diet alone. Let us have something more than the Mar-
tin Koszta case. Let us not live forever upon the fame
achieved by rescuing one citizen, and only one, from for-

eign oppression and outrage. Let us replenish the barren

pages of our history with new and fresh glories of a simi-

lar kind.
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TRIBUTE TO JUDGE HUNTINGTON.

[Remcrks made in the United States Circuit Court, at Indianapolis, Indiana,

May T, 1SG3, announcing the death of Judge Elisha M. Huntington.]

Mat it please the Court :—In the midst of the rush-

ing and stormy scenes of life, we are now and then called

to pause, withdraw^ our minds from the cankering cares and

duties of the hour, and pay mournful tribute to the memory

of those who have fallen asleep by the wayside. It is a task

of sorrow and tears, but it is a task from which the soul rises

refreshed and purified. The world, with its hot choking

vapors, recedes and becomes a small and distant planet

when we give over our thoughts to the contemplation of

the virtuous dead. The sounds of strife, the voice of bit-

terness, the cry of hate, the clamor of arms, are all lost to

the ear which is listening at the portals of the tomb. The

eye is withdrawn from the spectacle of crime, of misery

and woe, and rests gratefully for a while on beautiful and

ravishing glimpses of eternity, which greet it in its long-

ing gaze after the departure of some friendly spirit. In

such an hour, the oppressed heart, weary and heavy laden,

casts off for a season its galling burdens, listens to the

music of another sphere, and enjoys in anticipation the

rest which awaits it when the narrow stream is crossed at

the close of life. From such reflections, we return to re-

sume the wearisome journey before us, wiser and better

men ; with a new strength to promote virtue and repel

the allurements of vice.

The grave is in no sense the end of life. Even the wasted

body, which there submits to decay, is yet to hear that voice

which will command the earth and sea to give up their

dead. And while the liberated spirit is tasting its immor-
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tality in regions beyond the sun, still here, in the midst of

his old familiar associations, he who sleeps beneath the

god, and at the same time dwells in eternity, continues to

live and partake of the affaire of time. Life is but ex-

panded by the stroke of death. Another world, yea

many worlds, are added to the boundaries of existence;

but the one which we now inhabit is not abandoned. We
oan not, ifwe would, trammel upthe consequences of having

lived. The channels of influence for good or for evil, once

started, flow forever, even here on these mortal plains. No
man ever lived for himself, or drew after him, into the

grave, when he died, the results of his life. Brass and
marble are endnring monuments, and glowing epitaphs

transmit from age to age the names and meritorious deeds

of those who sleep beneath them ; but the perpetual influ-

ence of human conduct, never ceasing until time itself

fihall cease, survives all that skill and affection can bring

to the tomb to rescue the dead from oblivion. We are liv-

ing to-day in the midst of the accumulated influences of an
endless past. The bitter taste of the forbidden fruit which
Adam ate in the garden is yet on our lips ; and to heal its

burning poison, we invoke, each hour of this living pres-

ent, the aid of One who, nearly two thousand years ago,

was put to death in a Roman province for seditious teach-
ings against the reigning Caesar. In civil affairs, affairs of
state, principles of government, the explorations of science,

the triumphs of art, the acquisitions of literature, in all

the wide scope and vision of human effort, there is noth-
ing new ; nothing save the combination of the results of
former ages, and their application to the demands of the
world as it now exists. In this, it is true, there is progress,
but it is progress for which the present is indebted to the
past. That vast and silent region, which stretches back to
the hour when the stars sung their strains of triumph ia
the sky, is not to us the region of darkness. There is a
great light hung up in its mighty dome, as bright, blazing,
and eternal as the sun in the heavens, by which we guide
our feeble and wandering steps. It is the light of experi-
ence, the vestal fire on whose altar every human being who
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has acted his part in this niiivcrsal theater has laid his of-

fering to increase the flame. It is history in its highest

significance, l>eaniing with the inflirenccs of those who are

no longer visihlo to the natural eye. No one is dead to

him who reads history aright. The page becomes illumi-

nated, and each actor there rocoi-dod starts into life and be-

comes a living teacher, an admonishing and impartial

friend. It is in this view that the dead are useful to the

living. Their destiny is fixed. Their book is closed, and

the seals are set. To them we can bring no change. But
how different the power which the tenants of the grave

wield over those who have not yet joined them ! Our
minds are enriched, our judgments formed, our hearts

touched, softened, and elevated, the whole current of our

lives controlled and directed by the examples, the influ-

ences of those whom we see no more.

These thoughts are irresistibly suggested to my mind by
the position in which I stand before this court to-day. I

rise to announce the death of one whose name and influ-

ence will be forever associated with the judicial history of

the country. I rise to announce the death of one who
contributed largely during his life to give shape and force

to surrounding events, and from whose grave there now
springs up the enduring and beautiful light of virtuous ex-

ample. Judge IIuntington is dead. It is a fact long since

known to us all, and yet how mournfully the announce-

ment sounds here in the theater of his long career of use-

fulness and fame ! Judge Huntington is dead. He is dead,

it is true, as it is appointed unto all once to die, but how
little of man there is that altogether dies ! That feeble,

languishing frame is resting to be awakened again after a

long sleep. That is all. He still lives in every other re-

spect. Not only has he put on the robes of infinite exist-

ence, beyond the thin veil which hides him from our view,

but here in this sanctuary of justice, here in the forum of

his labors, he still lives, and impresses his mind and char-

acter, as in the days of his vigorous manhood. He lives

in the learning and integrity which he displayed on the

bench. He lives in the decisions of his court, which stand
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as a monument to his wisdom and justice. He lives in the

pleasing recollections which we all cherish of an urbane,

kind, and courteous judge and gentleman. But he lives

in a wider sphere than this. He has given the example of

his life to all—to the old for reflection and approval, and

to the young for study and imitation. It survives, and

will never perish. It is so much of added treasure to the

true wealth of the world. Let us study, as becomes the

part of wisdom, this example, and profit by the lessons

which it imparts.

Elisha Mills Huntington was born in Otsego county, in

the State of New York, March 26, a. d. 1806. He died in

the city of St. Paul, Minnesota, on the 26th day of Octo-

ber, A. D. 1862.

At a very early age, Judge Huntington was left, by the

death of his father, without the advantages of paternal

guidance and support. To a most intelligent mother, how-
ever, he was greatly indebted, during his boyhood, for the

promotion of those lofty traits of character which so

greatly distinguished him in the days of his manhood.
He paid grateful and tender tribute to her memory in

every stage of his career. A kind and just Providence re-

wards the mother for her anxiety, pain, and care, in that

reverence and devotion which men of cultivation and dis-

tinction always cherish for the sacred guardian of their
infant minds, and the author of their earliest ideas.

In 1822, when sixteen years of age, Judge Huntington
came west with his brother, Nathaniel Huntington, older
than himself, and settled in the county of Vigo, in the then
new State of Indiana. Forty years ago, the unknown boy
commenced the journey of life in the midst of the same
generous community where, but yesterday, they and their
descendants laid him down to his last, long sleep, and planted
flowers on his honored grave. There was a space of ten
years, it is true, during that time, that he made his resi-
dence on the banks of the Ohio ; but when the angel of
death darkened his door, and bore away from his hearth-
stone the light of his house and heart, he came back and
sought repose amidst the scenes of his early attachments
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and early triumphs. Upon my introduction to him, in the

city of Terre Ilaate, he was just completing his return to

that place. I shall never forget the mournful pathos and

beauty \j'ith which he alluded to that circumstance. " I

have come home, come home to stay. I have been away
ton yoai-s, but this has always been home." Yes, he came
home to stay. The day was closing ; the evening shadows

were coming gently but surely on; the curfew of life was

tolling, and the exile instinctively "homeward plodded his

weary way." The niglit has come, but it is full of stars

more beautiful than the day. His labors are over, and he

is taking his rest at home.

Judge Huntington, in an eminent degree, throughout

his life, enjoyed the public confidence. The people are

safe and appreciative judges of merit and integrity. At
the very early age of twenty-three, he was elected prose-

cuting attorney of a circuit which at that time embraced

an extensive scope of country, and a peculiarly distin-

guished array of legal talent. He was equal to the posi-

tion, and laid the foundation of that character for clear-

ness and just discrimination, which was in after life so

universally conceded to him by the bar of Indiana. In

1831, he was elected to the Legislature by the people of

Vigo county, and was twice re-elected under the most flat-

tering circumstances. But little is preserved of the legis-

lative proceedings of that early period, but" enough is

known to assure to Judge Huntington a high position.

He took rank at once among the gifted and rising young

men of the State. As very strong evidence of this fact,

when he retired from the Legislature he was elected by

that body presiding judge of the judicial circuit in which

he lived. To be selected at this early age, by those who

were best acquainted with his legal abilities, to preside

over a circuit in which lawyers whose names are now his-

torical were then in the full tide of their practice and the

meridian of their fame, is all the proof we need that his

advancement in the walks of his profession was but the

just appreciation of substantial merit. The period of his

service as circuit judge was always a pleasant one for him to
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xeeall. He loved to summon up its buried treasures of

friendship, association, wit, learning, and genius. The in-

cidents of the court-room thirty years ago, the intellectual

struggles of the forum, the triumphs and the defeats, the

streams of classic eloquence shaking the rude temple of

justice, unhappily now lost to all save tradition, the merry
meeting of hopeful and joyous spirits at the village tavern,

the ambrosial nights, where Curran and his contemporaries

would have found congenial conversation, where the Attic

taste of Erskine and Sheridan would have lingered with
delight over disquisitions into history, poetry, art, and the

philosophy of life, all these were recalled by Judge Hunt-
ington with a beaming eye, and a voice musical with af-

fectionate memory. It was.easy to observe how great a
personal favorite he had been with his professional breth-

ren, lie would call over their names one by one, and recount
their virtues and their accomplishments with a love which
showed that he himself had been by them beloved. That
period had been to him an invigorating fountain of re-

freshment for the mind and the heart. And, indeed, where
in all the expansive fields of human action is found such
profound lessons of philosophical importance as in the
practice of the law ? Where is human nature, that mys-
tery which has almost baffled the control of the Deity who
fashioned it, so fully portrayed, so wonderfully developed
as in a court of justice ? The depths to which it can de-
scend are there all fathomed. The heart of man, which
has been pronounced past finding out, there gives up all

its secrets. Murder there stands naked, to be studied in
all its various moods. Robbery, plunder, theft, are there,
with avarice, the mocking fiend who tempted them on.
The extortioner is there, and the faces of the poor which
he has sharpened are there also. The broken and dishon-
ored vows of the marriage altar are all there paraded; and
domestic grief and household tragedies bring their tears to
the judgment-seat of this earthly tribunal. All that is
sinful and all that is weak in the infirm nature of fallen
man is poured into the ear of the judge and the advocate.
But is this all that we learn of life in the duties of the
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profession ? If it was, the mind of every lawyer would be

dragged down from the recognition of virtue to the dark

and degrading belief of universal viec and depravity. But
it is not so. Spirits of light are here as well as spirits of

darkness. Virtue in the very hues of heaven has here

achieved its greatest victories. The true hero, with God's

own courage in his soul, here fights the battles of truth and

justice, bowed down to the earth by temptations, sorrow,

and shame. The frail and shrinking woman here displays

the divinity of love and her kindred to a merciful Master,

by clinging with imperishable devotion to the seared and

blackened ruin who sits in the dock of criminals.

Who that has ever conducted a trial involving the all of

wealth, the all of happiness, the all of liberty, or the all

of life of a part}', but has witnessed at some stage of the

drama, and from some actor in the scenes, the highest ex-

hibition of human virtue and the most sublime points of

moral heroism ? "Whose eye has not moistened, whose lip

has not trembled, whose breast has not heaved at the touch-

ing, pathetic, and perhaps almost unconscious manifesta-

tions of the loftiest attributes, the brightest glories of hu-

man nature, by one whose unlettered mind left him no

other guide than the instincts of a true nobility.

The study of the true lawyer is his fellow-man as well

as the written laws. This brings knowledge of the world

in its highest and noblest sense ; for of man and his varied

interests and relations the world is made. And he who
has acquired this kind of knowledge of the world, will

never take a narrow or illiberal view of human conduct.

lie will spend his time in seeking for matter of approval,

rather than matter of condemnation. He will find excuses

for the erring, and carry a mantle of charity for frailty.

He will not ask, " Who is my neighbor ? " All the world

is of kin to him who has acquired a correct view of the

weakness as well as the strength, the vice as well as the

virtue of human nature. His hate is turned to pity, and

curses die away with blessings on his lips.

Judge Huntington had profited largely by his extensive

experience in the courts, and had acquired a more perfect
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knowledge of the world than any man whose intimacy I

ever possessed. It gave to his mind that cool and philo-

sophic cast which no one ever approached him without

observing. It also gave him a broad vision of affairs, and

lifted him to a great extent out of the reach of the sharp

and narrow passions and prejudices of the hour. lie looked

out upon the world without expecting perfection ; and
while maintaining very decided opinions on all questions

of moment himself, he never regarded a difference of

opinion as even a shadow across the pathway of friendship.

Judge Huntington continued to act as circuit judge
until in April of 1841, when the administration then in

power called him to fill the position of Commissioner of

the General Land Office. This office he held but a short

period. But brief as was his discharge of its duties, yet

his ability, kindness, and winning manners left an impres-

sion at the capital which time has not yet effaced. The
clarks of that department, when he retired from it, mani-
fested their appreciation of his high qualities, in a hand-
some and enduring testimonial. Indeed, I have been un-
able to find any portion of Judge Huntington's career,

either in public or private life, which fails to give marked
and singular evidence of the warm personal esteem of his

fellow-citizens.

During the year 1841, however, the death of Judge Hol-
nian left the oflice of Judge of the District Court of In-

diana vacant.

It was tendered to Judge Huntington, and he wisely ac-

cepted it. Here commenced the long, the faithful, the bril-

liant career of Judge Huntington as a judicial officer. In
this capacity, he was principally known for more than
twenty years by the people of Indiana. In this capacity,
his mind matured, his judgment ripened, and in the con-
scientious and acceptable discharge of his duties, he reached
the full measure of his ambition—tasted the full fruition
of all his hopes. He was but thirty-five years of age when
he put on the ermine of this court, and though he fell at
the high noon of mental vigor and experience, yet he had
worn it during an ordinary lifetime of activity and labor.
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It was upon his shonklers when the insatiate archer struck

hira down, and it will descend to oaeli successor, identiiiecl

with his iianio, his character, and his influence.

In estiniatiui;- the ehai'aeter of a judge in the discharge

of duties on the bench, there are a few very plain and ob-

vious tests to be applied. No man ever ascended to tho

seat of judgment with a view to his own aggrandizement

and the gratitication of a selfish ambition who was suc-

cessful in rearing up an unsullied fame as an impartial

judge. A single purpose to pursue the right under all cir-

cumstances, is the first and most important element of a
brilliant judicial career.

Justice is blind when she poises her scales. She see*

neither one of the suitors before her. They bring their

causes and weigh them without being seen or known .by

the fabled goddess. Tliis is heathen mythology, it is true,

but it most faithfully portrays the great moral scales which,.

in the hands of the single-minded judge, determine the-

hands of right and wrong in these days of Christian rev-

elation, lie becomes blind to all save the inward light of

an enlightened conscience. He sees neither friends nor

enemies in those who come to ask judgment on their con-

duct. Love and hate are alike banished from his heart

when he assumes the awful task of judging his fellow-men.

A deep and overwhelming sense of responsibility purges

his breast of all passion and prejudice, the common inher-

itance of us all, and elevates his mind for support and

guidance upward toward the source and fountain of all

wisdom. He bends his lips toward the inspiring waters of

" Siloa's brook, which flows fast by the oracles of God."

This deep moral sense, this keen and active appreciation

of right and wrong, this blind devotion to the principles

of omnipresent and eternal justice, is the broad enduring

"basis, the majestic rock on which judicial eminence has

been founded in every age of civilized jurisprudence.

Mansfield and Ilule built upon it. Marshall and Story, and

all the great lights of American jurisprudence, have done

the same. The pedestal of fame spriijging ninvard toward

the sky from such a foundation, never falls. Storms beat
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on it in vain. The lightnings are harmless against its

head. It is as immortal and imperishable as justice itself,

for the spirit of justice animates all its parts.

Judge Huntington often dwelt, in his conversation, and

especially with young men, on this essential element of

judicial character; and was himself a naost perfect exam-

ple of its complete and beautiful development. How un-

measured was his devotion to the demands of justice ! Hovsr

unclouded was his vision when he surveyed the equities of

a case ! Nothing obscured his moral perceptions. Who
of us will ever forget his easy, temperate, cool, and impar-

tial bearing ^^pon that bench? He was never lost, ob-

scured, or confused in following and elucidating the great

fundamental principles on which government, laws, and
social order all depend. He tried everything by primary

truths, by just principles, and then turned to the law, not

as a code of barren and technical rules, but as the " perfec-

tion of reason," for authority to support him in his con-

clusions.

Much has been said and much has been written in regard

to the various kinds of legal ability, which we find at the
bar and on the bench. Opinions differ on this subject just

as minds are differently constituted. It is said of Chief
Justice Marshall, that he often delivered most important
opinions, and, at the close, requested a brother judge to find

the authorities to sustain him. His decisions were drawn,

from general principles, which, like the demonstrations of
the physical sciences, can not lead us into error. To re-

member the book, the page, and the case in which some
other court had made a similar decision, is a mere effort of
memory ; but to determine what the law is in the light
of reasoto and justice, requires the exercise of the loftiest

attributes of the human mind. In one case, we simply ap-
propriate, very properly, it is true, the labors of other men.
In the other case, we launch out upon our own strength, and
come in laden with the rich spoils of original thought. To
combine these two qualities of professional life, is to make
the perfect lawyer; but if one has to exist without the other.
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then the niiuil whiLh is guided and governed by general

principles, luis all the advantages.

Judge Huntington was, in a very marked and eminent

degree, an original thinker, and controlled in his judicial

capacity by general principles, growing out of the reason

and nature of law. I have often known his decisions sus-

tained by authorities examined and produced after the

decisions were made. He had followed the science, the

reason, the spirit of the law, and that is always harmonious,

consistent, and just. If I may be allowed an expression,

often used by him, he was a devout believer in the plain

and familiar maxims of common sense, and always brought

them to bear iu the discharge of his official duties. Will

any one say that such traits of mental character make aa

unsafe jurist? Let the records of this court for more than

twenty years answer the objection. Perhaps not in the

United States can there be found so long a line of decisions,

with so few of them disturbed by a higher court, as is pre-

sented here iu this theater of Judge Huntington's labors.

His fame as a ripe, learned, and profound jurist rests upon

no slight or accidental basis. Every legal question that

€ver came for solution into a court of justice was presented

to the analysis of his mind. Every variety of interest was

pressed upon his judgment. A bar, second to none in the

United States, crossed their blades iu many a fierce en-

counter in his presence. Above him was that august tri-

bunal of ultimate resort, the Supreme Court of the United

States, to revise and correct his errors. It was a matter of

honest and commeudaljJe pride with him, that, under these

circumstances, he could look back upon a record of decis-

ions almost untouched by the revision of a superior court.

Such a career can only be achieved by great ability. Our

profession is one in which distinction can not be attained

without merit. The empty pretender must seek other

fields. Solid, patient, and laborious ability can alone climb

the ladder of legal eminence. Esthnating the professional

career of Judge Huntington in this light, he will forever

stand in the history of Indiana, and in the history of the
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Federal judiciary, as one of their brightest legal orna-

ments.

But it was not merely as the presiding officer of this

court that we knew and admired Judge Huntington. lie

loved and upheld the law not merely as a professional call-

ing, but because it was to his mind the symbol of govern-

ment and national existence. Judge Huntington was, ia

the highest and purest sense, a patriot. The love of country

was to him an absorbing passion. He omitted no occasion^

in court or elsewhere, to inspire his countrymen with a de-

votion to the government of our fathers. The coustitutiou

was with him a sacred covenant, not to be broken. It was.

in his eyes " the . supreme law." There was none higher..

He often from the bench proclaimed his solemn belief that

our only safety as a people—our only hope for unity, peace,,

and liberty, consisted in a faithful observance of the con-

stitution and the laws. And he died as he had lived,,

announcing his belief in the sufficiency of the eonstitutioa

for all times and for all purposes, and his hope and con-

viction that its benignant supremacy would once more be
established over a united and fraternal people. May he-

soon, from the abodes of tlie blessed where he now inhab-

its, behold the joyful, the glorious consummation of his

dying hopes

!

But public officer, legislator, judge, patriot, all become
absorbed in a brighter and more exalted character as he
approaches that narrow stream which flows round the
vrorld, and divides things temporal from things eternaL

No proper estimate can be placed on the life of a man
until the manner of his death is known. Judge Hunting-
ton had for years been" slowly yielding to the advancing-

foe, whose approaches none can resist. His mind was
naturally inclined to the investigation of religious ques-

tions. In the close intimacy with which he honored me,.,^

I often heard him dwell for hours on the great mysteries
wdiich gather around the grave. The future world and his
relation to it, was a practical question to his practical mind.
He met it as he met every other requirement of his situa-
tion. He looked it plainly and fearlessly in the face, and
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«poke of it ciilmly. IIo earnostly sought in every way to

disicovcr his (hity, with the full clotonuination to do it.

Souio doubts there wore that occasionally ohscnrcd his be-

lief in a fntnre state of existoneo; but they were as floating

flonds before the face of the sun, passing rapidly away,

and succeeded by brilliant light. He dwelt iqion the in-

eiiired pages of revelation with all the pleasure of a great

mind and an elevated heart. lie examined, studied long,

and anxiously, for the pathway of duty in regard to an

open profession of religion, lie at last reposed his head

with the humility of a child on the bosom of that Church

which comes down to us from Apostolic days, and has sur-

vived the shocks and tempests of more than eighteen hun-

dred years. lie died with the blessed emblems of Calvary

on his lips, and, Ijy a Christian's death, gave evidence to

the world of a well-finished life.

" Xor e'er was to the bowers of bliss conveyed

A fairer spirit, or more welcome shade.''

May it please the Court, there is much in the life, the

•character, and death of Judge Huntington to give useful

reflection. His example will not be lost. It is a part of

the history of the State, and will be cherished by all who

believe that a well-spent life is a portion of the public

honor. His death, in the prime of his manhood, is full,

too, of matter for solemn and profitable thought. Death

has been busy, very busy, with this court, within a few

fhort years. For three years, the happiest of my life, I

stood in oflicial connection with this court—the attorney

for the government. The learned, the kind, the paternal

Judge McLean was here. His memory dwelt among the

tall spirits of other days, and I revered him as if he had

brought an odor of sanctity with him from former genera-

tions. And who will not pardon me for a moment's thought

on this occasion given to my friend, who was also an officer

for many years of this court, the brave, kind-hearted, warm,

and generous Eobinson. They are all gone. This court-

room is craped in mourning to my eyes. You and I, Mr.

Clerk, alone remain of that once genial and happy circle.

Others have taken their places, and the succession is clothed
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with dignity, ability, and honor; but who can fail, in the

presence of these visitations of death, to pause, and pay the

tribute of a tear to the memory and virtues of those who
were here but yesterday? We should be admonished, too^

of the fleeting, evanescent nature of life. Our stay is but

for an hour, and then comes the great change. How poor

and painful the strife, the bitterness, and the passions of

the day seem when we bring them close to the tomb!

And we walk by its open mouth every step of our exist-

ence.
" Leaves have their time to fall

And flowers to wither at the north wind's breath,

And stars to set—but all,

Thou hast all seasons for thine own, Death !

"

My duty is accomplished. I have announced to this

court the death of its late presiding officer, and dwelt fee-

bly and imperfectly on the leading elements of his charac-

ter, and some of the prominent incidents of his life. Much
more I might say. The social circle, fhe domestic fireside,

the altar of private friendship, all render to his memory
the dearest, the tenderest tributes of love that were ever

laid as evergreen garlands on the grave of the beloved

dead. But I will not draw aside the veil which makes
that portion of life so sacred. It belongs to the cherished

few to whom his heart was opened with all its wealth of

affisction.

Just and learned judge, enlightened patriot, devoted
Christian, kind friend, courteous gentleman," farewell

!

Sacred be thy memory, and peaceful and sweet be thy
slumbers.

I am directed by the bar of this court to move the fol-

lowing resolutions

:

"Wheeeas, The bar of this court have, with profound
s;.rrow, learned that Hon. E. M. Huntington, late Judge of
the United States Court for the District of Indiana, on the
26th day of October, 1862, departed this life ; therefore, to

indicate the esteem in which we held him while living, and
the respect and veneration in which we hold his memory

"Besolved, That the many virtues which adorned the
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character of the lion. Elisha M. Huntington, and which,

during a period of over twenty years, shone conspicuously

in his course as Judge of the United States District Court
for Indiana, have endeared his memory to us, and made for

him an enduring monument as an ahle and upright judge,

a courteous and aecomplished gentleman, and a sincere and
disinterested friend.

" Hcsolced, That his death is a public calamity; in which
the bench loses one of its brightest ornaments and most
honorable examples of impartiality, firmness, patience,

learning, sagacity, and suavity of deportment; the bar,

one of its most warmly cherished professional brethren,

and the whole country an exalted patriot and a useful

citizen.

' Besolced, That in testimony of our grief for the public

and private bereavement in his death, we will wear crape

upon the left arm for a period of thirty days; that these

resolutions be presented to the court now in session by
Hon. D. "W". Voorhees, with a request that they be made
of record; and that a copy be transmitted to his family

under the seal of said court.

"EoBBKT C. Geegort, Chairman.

" Jno. H. Eea, Secretary."




















