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The Descent of Man, 
and Selection in Relation to Sex 
by Charles Darwin 
PART II. Sexual selection 
 
 
Part 2 of 3 of a book on evolutionary theory by English naturalist 
Charles Darwin, first published in 1871. It was Darwin's second 
great book on evolutionary theory, following his work, On The 
Origin of Species. Here, Darwin applies evolutionary theory to 
human evolution, and details his theory of sexual selection. He 
discusses many related issues, including evolutionary psychology, 
evolutionary ethics, 
differences between human races and the sexes, the superiority of 
men to women, and the relevance of the evolutionary theory to 
society. 
NOTE - In this audio version, many of Darwin's references to his 
sources have been omitted. People wishing to follow-up the 
references will find them in the text version. 
 
Total running time                                                                                  10:16:51 
 
This LibriVox recording is in the public domain and may be reproduced, 
distributed or modified without permission. The LibriVox objective is to make all 
books in the public domain available, for free, in audioformat on the Internet. 
For more information, or to volunteer, please visit librivox.org Cover 
designed by Nadine Eckert-Boulet with images from the book. This design is in the 
public domain. 
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