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August 1, 1965

Dr. Martin fi. Moynih&n, Director,

Canal Zone Biological Area
,
Drawer 0, Balboa, C.Z

Dear Dr, Moynihan:

I refer to your letter of July 9 regarding where

D. carbonari a and. lofresnayi might fee found in close proximity.

I am addressing this letter care of Dr. Lehmann fn accordance with

I am attaching a list of all of our specimens. You will see that

only at the following localities did we find the two species together:

reached by auto.

Paramo Zumbador, Tachira. Recommended as can collect from auto.

Paramo Aricagua. , Merida. Not recommended sis you need Mules. Auto does

not get there.

Teleferico. Recommended, but you say you have failed to see lrfresnayi

there.

I trust tat this information, will he of use. Kindly write tome for

anything additional.
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Dear Dr. Moynihan:

I have yours of 13th. I have been ill so this
answer is delayed. I am very glad that you found your birds at
Paramo La Megra

.

DIGLCSSA GLAUCA. It is not a Venezuelan bird.
1

DIGL03SA CYANEA 3YANEA. I am enclosing sheet showing all specimens
collected, with tjhe altitudes. You will see that all C. sitticolor
localities are also D. cyanea localities, but not vive-versa.

You will see, from my correspondence, that/- you can collect
all four species, D. cyanea . D. glorlosa , C. sitticolor and
D» lafresnayii . from the 2,700 y 3,000 stations on the Merida
Teleferiwo (overhead, trolley suspension cars). You would not
have to even hire a car to do so as the Teleferico starts from
close to the city of Merida and goes up the show mountains to
the snow line. You could go up in the early morMng and return late
in the afternoon. You get to the city of Merida by frequent planes
from Caracas and I think Maracaibo. There is an excellent tourist hotel
in Merida.

DIGLOSSA IAuPEESNAYI I . It is notv rare as we have 18 specimens. Paramo
La Negra was the only locality where the others ocurred and not it, so
you did not find it there either.

-l\
. .f \
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I trust the above covers your questions. Kindly let. n£e know if
I can be of any further use to you. ,

/2-

/ / 7/;7 j/J

V

Sincere!
fy j ^

/ / I

William H. Phelps
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/ DIGL0S3A LAFHESNAYEI LAFRESNAYII

* Paramo Mi si si, Trujillo 2000m
" Ac’&rigua 3000m
" Zumbador, Tachira 2600m-
" Tama, Tachira ;

' 3000-3275m
Rio Chiquito, Tachira J* 2300-2200m
Taleferico, Merida yfa*' 3500m *

DIGELOSSA CYANEA CYANEA

Paramo Mi si si, Trujillo
" Cende, Trujillo
" Zumbalor , Tachira
" Tama, Tachira

Rio Chiquito, Tachira
Pregonero, Tachira
Santo Domingo , TacirnJa lr 4,

Paramo San Antonio, Merida
" Aricagua, Merida
" La Negra, Merida

Tobay, Merida
Llano Rucio, Merida
Valle, Merida
Quintero, Merida
El Escorial, Merida
Teleferico, Merida
La Azulita, Merida

2100m
2700m

2300-2600m
2400-3000m
1800-2100m
2280-2400m
2500-2700m -

2750m
3000m

3000-3200ni>

1800m
2500m
2200m
2500m
2800m

2700-3000m i
2100-2300m

DIGELOSSA CYANEA OBSCURA

Cerro -^ejochaima, Perija 1900-2300m
** Tetari, Perija 2900m

Compamento Avispa, Perija 2175m

01GLQSSA CYANEA TOVARENSIS

Golonia Tovar, Aragua
El Junquito, Caracas

1800-1900m
2000m
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26 March, 1963

Dear Moynihan:

Welcome to Peru. Maria has told me of your objectives;
and if it were possible I would have enjoyed being on hand
to discuss them with you and to offer you whatever aid and
encouragement that I might. By the time you receive this
letter I'll probably hawe arrived in southern Peru, from
which I hope to return to Lima within about ten days before
completing^ arrangements to go to several points in the
Department of Junin.

It is my impression that you have selected an inhospitable
time of the year for your studies. Hot that the situation is
hopeless. At the present time, however, both weather conditions
and the political weather are unfavorable in the Sierra, or
so at least my recent experiences at Chachanoyas ,

Machu Picchu
and Maraynioc have led me to believe. All of these places
are remote. I can tell you a little about each of them.

Chachapoyas. There are two raods to this city, one
going to it from Cajamarca, the other going to it from the
north, via Olmos and across the Rio Maranon. The former
road is now absolutely impassible (it is a new road, its
surface still so soft that the slightest rain modifies it
and quickly churns it into a quagmire*). When I was in
Chachapoyas during the third week of February, not even
the most intrepid great trucks could use this road. The
other road is much better; but when the true dense rainfall
of the rainy season arrives, it too becomes impassible. It

was still good when I was there but the heavy rains had
just started. Perhaps it is still all right; but it would
be best to fly to Chachaooyas . Fawcett Airlines, according
to my information, flys into there on Wednesdays and Saturadays,

in DC-3's; rate is about $52.00 US, roundtrip. (Fawcett
reservation office is in the building of the Bolivar Hotel

and faces onto the Plaza de San Martin). As for the Humid Temp.

Zone of Chachapoyas, it is difficult to reach from the town;

much logging of it has occurred (the "woods' 1 at Maraynioc
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seem to be much better preserved).
I I I m

0

Macchu picchu. The Sierra of Souhtern Peru has received unusually
heavy ‘rainfall this year. It rained daily in Macchu Picchu when I was ther.e

in early December last year. According to missionary friends of mine who
live near Cusco, the rains still have not abated but have actually increased
in the Cusco region. There is no place to stay at Macchu Picchu except the
very expensive Tourista Hotel, and the Urubaraba Valley at that point now is

in terrific political £bjhk2I±x turmoil; the army is there in force. Local
Communists daily roll rocks down upon the railroad Cusco to Macchu
Picchi^INhe only route to the place). I doubt if Diglossa carbonaria is

still breeding there, though it was in December (they began breeding in
October at Chihuata, east of Arequipa). This species is of course a very
common bird in many places, including places near Lima that Maria knows

extremely well.

Maraynioc. The Tempe rate and Humid Temp, of this place are idbacsnarx:®

famous (it is East of Tarma in Junin) and it is the place I most wish to return
x±xx± to ^complete my own work. But you can't get to it now, and to get to

it at all you must either have a vehicle or pack animals. I was there only

a few weeks ago, in my Volkswagon. The road to it is very steep, a one-

way road but I think quite good; xszh its rules of traffic are: up in the

morning, down in the afternoon. As I say, you can't get to Maraynioc now,

for the road must be really in bad shape at present, owing to the recent
rains in the Central Sierra, the heaviest of the year . I am hoping that
by ±hK raid- April the situation will improve. (No busses run to Maraynioc;

it is simply a hacienda located among touring meadows)

I have yet to encounter Pi gl ossa lafresnayii . so I can't help you at all

there. If you're interested in Tenodacnis , I can help you; also with

Oreomanes fraseri. The relationships of these species can not help being

of interest to anyone interested in Diglossa , verdad?

Perhaps you will still be in Lima or nearby when I return. What I

have written so far is totally inadequate, and is gloomy; too gloomy perhaps.

The fact is, however, that the upper regions of the Sierra will generate

serious problems for your enterprise even in the dry times, and for the

next few’weeks uo in those regions you must be prepared to cope with almost

continuous heavy rain. It is a good thing to know this, and not to under-

estimate it. I think it is imperative that you travel to a place where

vou can have a roof over your head. At any rate, my best wishes to you.

I am much interested in your studies and know from our mutual friend

Gene Eisenmann that you are doing excellent work.

Sincerely yours,

Bill George
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COMPREHENSIVE SURVEYS

IN THREE EXPERIMENTAL AREAS

IMPRINTING AND EARLY LEARNING,
i ' >

,
1,

by Wiadyslaw Siuclcin

CONDITIONING AND PSYCHIATRY,

by Thomas A. Ban

I.

THE RAT, A Study In Behavior,

by S. A. Barnett
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